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1. Structure of ihe Seanad -

The Seanad is composed of 60 members. Eleven members are nomlnated by the
Taoiseach (Prime Minister), 6 members are elected by university. graduates ahd 43
aré elected from panels of candidates representing specified vocational interests,

2. Who Can Become a Senator ?.

Every citizen of Ireland over 2| years of age who is not dlsquallfed by the
Constitution or by law is eligible to be elected to the Seanad. A 'member of the
Seanad is referred to as Seanadéir or Senator. Persons undergoing a prison
sentence in excess of six months, undischarged bankrupts and persons of unsound-. .

. mind are disqualified for election. Certain occupations are, incompatible with

4. Metho& of Election

5. Election of 43 Panel Members

membership of the Seanad, for example, mémbers of the judiciary, senior officials
of the institutions of the European Union, civil servants, wholetime members. of
the Defence Forces and Gardal (police). ; | : ) -

3. . Time of Election -

. A.'genc.-:r':;l election to the Seanad must take place not later than 90 day$ after the

dissolution of the D4il (Lower House of, Parliament). The dates for the various

stages of the election (nomination, polling, etc.) are appointed by, order of the

Minister for the Environment.

. -

The elections are held on the system of propcrtional representation by means of .
the single transferable vote and by secret postal ballot.

PANEL MEMBERS

" Before each General Election fve"panels are formed of candidates having-

knowledge and practical experience of the following interests and services

respectively:

(i) . Cultural and Educational Panel: - National language and culture, literature,
art, education, faw and medicine;

(i} ‘Agricultuml Pane!: — Agriculturai and allied intere'sr_s and fisheries;

v

‘(iii)l Labour Panel Labour, whether organlsed or unorgamsed

{iv) Industrial and Commercial Panel: — Industry and comimerce, including
bankmg. f'nar_]s:e. accountancy, e engmeermg and archltecture,

) Administrative Panel — Public admlmstratlon and social servu:es, mclud:ng
voluntary social activities.

6. " Register of Nominating Bodies
The Seanad returﬁing officer (Clerk of the Seanad) maintains a register of bodies
entitled to nominate candidates to the panels of candidates. To be eligible for

registration as a nominating body, an érganisation must be concerned mainly with

and be representative of the interests and services of one or other of the panels ]

A body cannot be-registered in respect of more than one panel.



Orgamsauons which are mamly prof‘t-makmg concerns are not ellg1ble for

registration. The.register is revised annuafly. - .
r

-

7. Nomination of Candidates - -

Each nominating body registered in respect of a panel may nominate a fixed number - -

of candidates for that panel. These candidates comprise the nominating bodies’ sub-
panel of :the differerit panefs. Any four members of the newly efected Diil or
* outgoing Seanad may nominate_ofe candidate for any panel but each member may
join in only one nomination. These candidates form the Oireachtas (Parliament}
sub-panel. Thus each panel is divided into two sub-panels — the nominating bodies
-'sub~panel and the Qireachtas sub-panel. A specified minimum number of mernbers
must be elected from each sub-panel.

_ 8. Number of Elected Members

- The number of members to be elected from each panel and the’ minimum number
which must be elected from each sub -panel are as foilows ‘ '

r

Panel " Number of . Minimum no. to be._
. members - elected from each
- y a7 sub-panel

Cultural aﬁq -0 .

‘Educational - . S . T2
Agricultural | ' <l ) 4
“Labour ' ' N T T . 4

. Industrial and ’
Commercial . ) 9 . , 3,
Administrative * 3 : 7 . 3

Toal -’ - 43

9. Who Can Vote? ~ o o

The following persons may vote at a general election of panef members:

e  Members of the incoming Déii.
e  Members of the odtgoing Seanad,

®  Members of county councils and county barough touncils.

‘

Each elector’ has only one_vote in respect of each panel even if he is qualified in
-“more than one respect. The electorate numbers approx1mately | 000

10. The Poll L _ o .

The returning officer issues to each 'voter a list of the candidates nominated for
each panef, indicating the bodies or persons who made the nominations. On the
day appointed by .order of the Minister for the Environment, the rewurning officer
sends by registered post to each voter five ballot papers {one for each panel)

showing the names of the candidates in alphabetical order, their addresses and -

" ‘deseriptions and the sub-panel for which each is‘nominated. The political affiliation,

if any, of the candidates is not shown on the ballot papers. The voter, after

completing a,declaration of identity in the presence of an authorised person, marks
on each.paper the -order of histher choice of candidates and returns the ballot
- papers by registered post to the returning officer. .

. v
~ -
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I1. The Counth : . . .

There is a sepﬁraté count for each panel.-The ballot papers are sorted in
accordance with the first preferenceé shown on them. To facilitate counting each
vote is given a value of 1,000. The appropriate value of hisfher first preference
votes is credited to each candidate. The quota is the_minimum number of votes '
necéssary to guarantee the election of a candidate. It is ascertained by dividing
the total value of the vilid votes by one more than the number of seats to’ be
filled and adding cne to the result If, for examp!e, the total value of the votes
cast in relation to a panel is 900, 000 and there are 5 seats to be filled, the quota . ,
will be 150,001, chat is . .

09m .. - .

2 +1 .

_f'lt will be seen that, in this example, only five candidates’ (the number to be
. elected) could possibly reach the quota. - . .

N

If the value of a candidate's votes equals or exceeds the quota, he/she is deemed
elected unless histher eléction would make impossible the election of*the
m|mmum number. of members from each sub-panel. If a candidate receives more
than a'quota, the surplus is distributed to the remaining candidates in accordance
with the next effective preference shown on the ballot papers. Where the
‘maximum number of carididates has been elected for a sub-panel, the values of
the votes, ,of the remaining candidates on that, sub-panel are distributed in
accordance with the next effective preference shown on the ballot papers

concerhed If no candidate has a surplus, the lowest candidate is extluded and hlS o

~otes distributed at the value at which he received them. A candidate cannot,
however, be excluded i his/her exclusion would make |mp055|ble the election of
the minimum number of members from each sub-pafiel. -

.!2. Bye-Ele_ctions

When a casual vacancy occurs'in the Seanad through the death, disqualification
or remgnauon of a panel member. the vacancy is filled by bye-election. Nine'
members of the Oireachtas may nominate a candidate in relatioh to an
Oireachtas sub-panel vacancy; a nominating body for the relevant panel may’
nominate a candidate for a vacancy in a nominating bodies sub-panei The
electorate dt a bye-election is composed of the members of the D4il and Seanad,
225 in all. Voting is by secret postal ballot. The counting procedure is the same
as at a Seanad General Election but without the modification necessary to ensure
that a minimum number is elected from each sub-panel. '

~

UNIVERSITY MEMBERS

~

'13. .Elec:tl'c;n of 6 Un;'versity Menibers

Constltuem:les - .

The constituencies for ‘the election of university members to the Seanad are the
National Unlvers|ty of Ireland and the University of Dublin (Trinity College). Each .
elects 3 members. The other universities and institutions of higher education are
not represented in the Seanad at present. . ’
Who Can Vote? -
Every citizen of Ireland who has reached the age of 18 Years and who has
Teceived 2 degree, other than an honorary degree, from the university concerned
is entitled to be registered as.'an elector. The electorate of the National



' . Nomination of Candldates

~

. \
University of Ireland numbers 84,000 approximately and that of the University of
Dublin 24,000 approximately. The electoral roll is malntamed and up-dated by the
university concerned.- . . .

-~

Candidates must be nominated. by two registered electors for the university. Eight

other reg:stered efectors for the university must assent to the nomination. There is ~

* Mo requirement that a candiddte must be a graduate of the university concerned or
be connected with it in any way. - . ‘

P

'Generai Election” ' - ’ . X

Within 7 days after the dissolution of the Diil, the Minister for the Envirgament is
required to appoint the relevant dates for the conduct of a,general election of
university members to the Seanad. The election is conducted by a returning officer

who is an officer of the university concerned. Voting is by post and the election is -

held fn accordance with the principles of proportional representation, dach elector,

L havmg a smgle transferable vote, When issutng ballot papers the returning officer

also issues- a form of declaration of identity which must be.completed by the.
elector in the presence of a withess and returned with the ballot. paper. The count
is conducted in the same ‘manner as a count at an election of members to the Diail.

14. Bye-Electmns -

‘When a casual vacancy oceurs through the death, dlsqualrfcatlon or remgnatlon ofa
university member, the vacancy is filled by bye-election. The procedure at a bye--
. ;
election is the same as that at a general election of university members.

\ T . ' . Y " . ' ]
15. Seanad Electoral Law BN .

. The law relatmg to the election of members to the Seanad is contained pr'lnctpally
in.Articles 18 and [9 of the Constitution of Irefand (IR£1.30), the Seanad Electoral
{Panel Members)-Act, 1947 (IR£14.70), the Seanad Electoral (Panel Members) Act,
1954 (IR£2.10) and the Seanad Electoral- (University Members) Act, 1937 (IR£8.55).
These publications are available from the Government Pubhcatlons Sale Office, Sun
Alliance House, Molesworth Street. Dublin2. ‘ ‘

16. Other Leaflets o X

Other leaflets available in this series are as follows:

" How the President is elected ) . .

The Referendum’in Iréland

-

How the Diil {Lower House of Parliament) is elected
European Parliament: How Ireland’s representatives are elected

The Register of Electors * - - Lo Lo
. - : - . Ty
Information for Voters with Disabilities
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