Date Printed: 04/22/2009

JTS Box Number: IFES_67

Tab Number: 103

Document Title: Your questions answered
Document Date: 1992

Document Country: Nanmbia

Document Language: English

IFES ID: CE01201

QL LT

31 - -AF3EEDF1C

i 1




HOW DO ELECTlONS FOR lOCAl AUTHORlTY
COUNCILS FUNCTION?

You will vote for a political party of your choice
on the ballot paper. When all the votes have been
counted after elections, political parties will get
seats in the local outhorlry council propertional to
the amount of votes they received. For example, if
Party A gets 50% of all the votes in an area and
Party B gets 30% of the votes and Party C gets
20% then, if the local authority council is made
up of 10 seats, Party A will get 5 seats, Party B
will get 3 seats and Party C will get 2 seats.

HOW DO ELECTIONS FOR REGIONAL COUNCILS
FUNCTION?

In the elections for regional councils you will vote
for a candidate who you think will administrate
your constituency most effectively. As this
candidate will represent you in the governing of
your constituency, you must ensure that you vote
for the person who is most competent for this. If
you do not like the work this person is doing, you
can vote for a different candidote in a following
election.

HOW WILL THE BALI.OT PAPERS LOOK LIKE?
The ballot papers for local authority councils will
contain the names of all the political parties who
have registered as such for the election. You will
indicate the party of your choice on the ballot
paper. The ballot paper for regional council
elections will contain the names of all candidates
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registered as such in every constituency. You will
indicate the candidate of your choice on the ballot

paper.

IN THE PREVIOUS ELECTIONS THERE WERE MANY
OBSERVERS. WHO WiLL OBSERVE THESE
ELECTIONS?

In these elections the citizens of Namibia will
observe the elections to see that they are free and
fair. It is the duty of every citizen to ensure that
there is no intimidation and that every individual is
free to vote for whichever party he/she chooses in
the local authorities election and for whichever
individual he/she chooses in the regional authority
election. This responsibility rests with each and
every Namibian.

CAN ANYBODY TELL ME WHO TO VOTE FOR?

No, nobody can tell you who to vote for. Nobody
will ever know who you voted for. Your vote is your
secret. Nobedy is allowed to intimidate you. You
must report any person who tries to intimidate you

to the oufhorities
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WHY IS THERE ANOTHER ELECTION IN NAMIBIA?
According to chapter 12, Article 102 - |I} of the
Constitution of the Republic of Namibia, Namibians
have to elect representatives to represent them on
Regional and Local Authority Councils. Through
voting for a candidate or a political porty in the
forthcoming elections, you can have a say in the
governing of the area and region in which you live.

CAN | YOTE IN THE ELECTIONS WITHOUT BEING
REGISTERED AS A VOTER?

No, you have to be registered to be able to vote in
the elections. It is thus very important that you
register as a voter.

WHAT IS THE FUNCTION OF REGIONAL
COUNCILS?

Every regional council ensures the development and
administration of its region as a whole. Every
regional council will co-ordinate efforts to improve
the standard of living of people in the region by
bringing about.improvements through development.
Regional councils will help to maintain
infrastructure in the regions, encourage
development and investment {for example, establish
industries o create jobs, plan infrastructure for the
region in water, electricity and transport systems,

etc.)
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WHAT WILL | VOTE FOR IN THE ELECTIONS?

The elections are held to establish regional councils
and local authority councils. After Namibia was
divided into 13 regions by the First Delimitation
Commission, every region must now get a regional
council which will administrate and develop the
region. Local authorities in regard of municipalities,
towns and villages will also be established ofter the
elections.

each Regional Council. At its first meeting, each
Regional Council will elect two of its members to
represent the region on the National Council. This
means that you will not elect the members of the
National Council directly.

WHAT {5 THE FUNCTION OF LOCAL AUTHORITY
COUNCILS?

Local authority councils will be established for every
municipal area, town or village. The function of
these councils will be to manage and service the
area that they are representing. They will be
responsible for things like water supply, and refuse
removal for exomple.

DO REGIONAL COUNCILS AND LOCAL AUTHORITY
COUNCILS HAVE THE POWER TO MAKE LAWS?
No. According to Article 108 of the Nomibian
Constitution the main powers of regional councils
are to elect members to the National Council and to
exercise such powers as ossigned to them in order
for them to develop and administrate the region.
Local authorities only have those powers which are
vested in them by act of parliament.

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL COUNCIL?
The National Council is the second house of
parlioment. It consists of two representatives from

WHAT IS THE FUNCTION OF THE NATIONAL
COUNCIL?

The National Council will recommend legislation
on motters of regional concern to the National
Assembly. The National Council does not have
the power to make laws, but its only reviews all
bills passed by the Nationel Assembly {Article 74
of the Constitution of the Republic of Namibia).

WHEN WILL THE ELECTIONS FOR REGIONAL
AND LOCAL AUTHORITY COUNCIL TAKE PLACE?
The elections for regional and local authorities
will take place simultaneously from Monday, 30
November 1992 to Thursday, 3 December 1992.
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IS IT TRUE THAT | WILL HAVE TWO VOTES IN THE
ELECTIONS?
Yes, it is true. With your one vote you will vote
for regional councils and with one vote for local
authority councils. You will thus get two different
ballot papers and you will indicate your votes on
both of them. The two ballot papers will be put in
separate ballot boxes, one for regional councils
and the other for local authority councils.
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HY 1S THERE ANOCTHER ELECTION IN NAMIBIA?
:cording to chapter 12, Article 102 - [l of the
wstitution of the Republic of Namibia, Namibions
ve to elect representatives to represent them on
gional ond Local Authority Councils. Through
ting for a candidate or a political party in the
‘thcoming elections, you can have a say in the
verning of the area and region in which you live.

\N | VOTE IN THE ELECTIONS WITHOUT BEING
GISTERED AS A VOTER?

», you have to be registered to be able to vote in
: elections. It is thus very important that you
yister as a voter.

HAT WILL | VOTE FOR IN THE ELECTIONS?

s elections are held to establish regional councils
d local authority councils. After Namibia was
rided into 13 regions by the First Delimitation
)mmission, every region must now get o regional
uncil which will administrate and develop the
jion. Llocal authorities in regard of municipalities,
wns and villages will also be established after the
xctions.

WHAT IS THE FUNCTION OF REGIONAL
COUNCILS?

Every regional council ensures the development and
administration of its region as a whole. Every
regional council will co-ordinate efforts to improve
the standard of living of people in the region by
bringing cbout.improvements through development,
Regional councils will help to maintain
infrastructure in the regions, encourage
development and investment (for example, establish
industries to create jobs, plan infrastructure for the
region in water, electricity and transport systems,
etc.)

WHAT 1S THE FUNCTION OF LOCAL AUTHORITY
COUNCILS?

Local authority councils will be established for every
municipal area, town or village. The tunction of
these councils will be to manage and service the
areo that they are representing. They will be
responsible for things like water supply, and refuse
removal for example.

DO REGIONAL COUNCILS AND LOCAL AUTHORITY
COUNCILS HAVE THE POWER TO MAKE LAWS?
No. According to Article 108 of the Namibian
Constitution the main powers of regional councils
are to elect members to the National Council and to
exercise such powers as assigned to them in order
for them to develop and administrate the region.
tocal authorities only have those powers which are

vested in them by act of parliament.

WHAT IS THE NATIONAL COUNCIL?
The National Council is the second house of

parliament. It consists of two representatives from

each Regional Council. At its first meeting, each
Regional Council will elect two of its members to
represent the region on the National Council. This
means that you will not elect the members of the
National Council directly.

WHAT IS THE FUNCTION OF THE NATIONAL
COUNCIL?

The National Council will recommend legislation
on matters of regicnal concern to the National
Assembly. The National Council does not have
the power to make laws, but its only reviews all
bills passed by the National Assembly {Article 74
of the Constitution of the Republic of Namibia).

WHEN WILL THE ELECTIONS FOR REGIONAL
AND LOCAL AUTHORITY COUNCIL TAKE PLACE?
The elections for regional and local authorities

will toke ploce simultaneously from Monday, 30
November 1992 to Thursday, 3 December 1992.

IS IT TRUE THAT | WiLL HAVE TWO VOTES IN THE
ELECTIONS?

Yes, it is true. With your one vote you will vote
for regional councils and with one vote for local
authority councils. You will thus get two different
ballot papers and you will indicate your votes on
both of them. The two ballot papers will be put in
separate bollot boxes, one for regional councils
and the other for local authority councils.




HOW DO ELECTIONS FOR LOCAL AUTHORITY
COUNCILS FUNCTION?

You will vote tor o political party of your choice
on the bollot paper. When all the votes have been
counted after elections, political parties will get
seats in the local outhority council proportional to
the amount of votes they received. For example, if
Party A gets 50% of all the votes in an area and
Party B gets 30% of the votes and Party C gets
20% then, it the local outhority council is made
up of 10 seats, Party A will get 5 sects, Party B
will get 3 seats and Party C will get 2 seats.

HOW DO ELECTIONS FOR REGIONAL COUNCILS
FUNCTION?

In the elections for regional councils you will vote
for a candidate who you think will administrate
your constituency most effectively. As this
candidate will represent you in the governing of
your constituency, you must ensure that you vote
for the person who is most competent for this. if
you do not like the work this person is doing, you
can vote for a different condidate in a following
election.
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HOW W||.L THE BALLOT PAPERS LOOK LIKE?
The ballot papers for local authority councils will
contain the names of all the political parties who
have registered as such for the election. You will
indicate the party of your choice on the ballot
poper. The ballot paper for regional council
elections will contoin the nomes of all candidates
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registered as such in every constituency. You wnll
indicate the candidate of your choice on the ballot

poper.

IN THE PREVIOUS ELECTlONS THERE WERE MANY
OBSERVERS. WHO WILL OBSERVE THESE
ELECTIONS?

In these elections the citizens of Namibia will
observe the elections to see that they are free and
fair. It is the duty of every citizen to ensure that
there is no intimidation and that every individual is
free to vote for whichever party he/she chooses in
the local authorities election and for whichever
individual he/she chooses in the regional autherity
election. This responsibility rests with each and
every Namibian.

CAN ANYBODY TELL ME WHO TO VOTE FOR?

No, nobody can tell you who to vote for. Nobody
will ever know who you voted for. Your vote is your
secrel. Nobody is allowed to intimidate you. You
must report any person who tries to intimidate you
to the authorities.




