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1. THE VOTERS' REGISTER ·DEFlNmON 

The Voters' Register is a comprehensive list of all eligible voters in a 
constituency. It contains items of information about the voter such as:-

I. Name 
ii. Age 
iii. Address 
iv. Occupation 
v. Sex 

To obtain the above information for inclusion in a voters' register, 
people are interviewed by the registration officer. 

2. THE VOTERS' REGISTER SINCE 1987. 
In order to get an accurate. register, 3 exercises have taken place since 
1987.' . 

(1) There was the Voters' RegiStration exercise heid between 
October 12 and November 1, 1987. 

(2) There was the registration of voters in Akwa-Ibom and 
Katsma States in 1989. The problem of mass movement of 
people arising from the creation of the two new States 
necessitated this exercise. 

" , 

(c) Between May 12 and 28, 1989, a revision exercise was 
conducted nationwide to up-date the register for the Local 
Government Elections of December 1990. 

1 
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Inspite of these exercises, it is evident that th~re are still some defects 
in the register. It is believed for example that. 

(1) Some under-aged persons may have been listed. 

(2) Names of some persons who are deceased have not been 
expunged. 

(3) Some names on the register are believed to be fake. 

A number of people who have changed residen~ are:Still 
(4) listed in the registers of the constituencies of theu- prevIOus 

places of residence. 

(5) Names of persons who have att~ed the stipulated age 
have not been incIu.ded in the .r~glSter. 

. . 
--0. . def~ Which may licifound to still exiSt 

It is to corr~ any. of thethaboNEve C hils organised a Revision of voters' 
in the voters regISter at .. .., .. 
register for July 15 - August 30, 1991. -- ... 

3. FEATURES OF THE VOTERS' REGIS~ER 

In Nige~'s new political system, people have confused the voters' 
register with· other issues like: 

(a) Census,. shi 
(b) Registration for party member p 

- distinguish the registration of voters from these other Itisn~to h' hI" htthefcaturesofa Voters'Register. events m order to .lg .. lg 

2 

(a) While every citizen can be registered during Census; 
ONLY THOSE WHO ARE 18 YEARs AND ABOVE 
can be included in a voters' register. 

(b) Voters' Registration is expected to include all eligible per
sons in a constituency, but Party membership exercise in
volves only those who wish to be members or officers of any 
of the two registered political parties. 

It should be noted that the registration of voters is an orignal; fresh and 
complete event of compiling, a list of all eligible persons while the 
revision of a voters' register is a process which involves only an update 
of the existing register. 

4 PERSONS WHO CAN REGISTER 
Th<: Registration of Voters is-not open to every person. To qualify as 
a registered voter, a Person must:: 

(a) Be a Nigerian citizen' 

(b) Not be below the age of 18 years. 

Consequently, none of the following persons can be registered as a 
voter:-

(a) All non-Nigerians 

(b) All NJgerians who are below the age of 18 years. 

(c) All NJgerians who by their personal aets have acknow
ledged allegiance or adherence to a foreign power. 

(d) Anyone who docs not appear in person at a registration 
centre. 

3 
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f. 
A registration official must satisfy himself that the person who appears ~: 

• before him for registration has actually attained the stipulated mini- V 
mum age of 18 years. If he bas any doubt be must NOT register the , 
person. The responsibility of proving tbat a person meets the stipu
lated age requirement for registration is that of the person seeking to 
be registered. 

5 REGISTRATION PROCESS 

(a) TIMING: 

A fresb register of voters is normally compiled after the taking of every 
census. 

But at its inauguration in 1987, NEC did not inherit a voters' register 
or any otber document from the defunct FEDECO. It therefore had 
NO existing register to revise: The only option open to NEC was to 
compile a fresh list of register- of voters for the Local Government 
Elections in 1987 pending the taking of ce.nsus, fIXed for a later date on 
the transition programme. This explains Why.the registration of voters 
in 1987 was not preceded by a Census Exercise as it should be. , 
However, the registation exercise was valid beeausethe Babalakin 
Commisison of Enquiry on FEDECO had recommended and govern
ment accepted the· recommendation that should it prove impossible to 
conduct a Census before any election, the electoral body should be 
authorised to compile a new register of vOters. ,-

. i';; 

(b) VENUE: 
A register of voters is compiled ~ a registration centre. EYeI}' eligible 
voter is expected to be registered at a ceatre nearest to his ordinaty 
place of residence. A voter should seek to be registered in a centre 
near his residence and not at a centre near his place of work. This is to 

. avoid any difficulty that may be occasioned by any restriction of move· 
ment on voting day. 
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(c) PROCEDURE 
The procedure for registration is as foUows:-

(a) ~he ci~n presents himself for registration at the registra
tIon I1.D1t nearest to his place of residence. 

(b) The officials shaD then ask such questions that could assist 
the~ to determine the eligibility of the person intending to 
reSISter. 

(c) The officials will record vital information of the citizen such 
as name, age, sez, address and ocxupation 

(d) The citizen is thell issued with a card known as th 
VOTER'S~. e 

6 EVIDENCE OF REGISI'RATION 
~.e possession of a voters card is the only valid evidence which a 
atizen has as a proof that be has been registered. 

mE von:RS CARD 

~ Vllter'a card is the ~est and quickest means of identifymg a 
rqpstercd~. ~reglStered vatu should therdore lecp, protect 
and tre:asure his votet's card A lost VOIer's card will not be replaced 
except It can be proved that its loss was dae 10 a major disaster snch as 
~e, flood or accidenl A VOIer's card contains the following informa. 
·t10n. . 

5. 
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(1) The name of the State 
(2) The name of the local government area 
(3) The name of tbe ward 
(4) The Registration area 
(5) The Registration Unit/Polling Station 
(6) The voter's number 
(7) The voter's name 
(8) The voter's sex 
(9) The voter's age. 

D1FFERNCES BElWEEN A VOTER'S CARD AND A PART\' CARD 

A voter's card is significantly different from a party membership card. 
A citizen cannot qualify as a voter simply because he balds the mem
bership card of a political party. He has to be registe~ed as a voter and 
given a voters card as evidence of his registration. HIS party ~d only 
entitles him to membership of the party from whIch he obtamed tbe 
card. That card is usually only for activi~~within that particular party. 

~.~ 

(a) A voter'~ card is issued by NEC while a party membersbip 
card is obtained from a political party. 

(b) A NEC voters card and a party membership card do not 
have the same format and do not contain the same infor
mation. 

(e) While eve'ry eligible voter requires to hold a voters card,.it 
is not evcryeligible votcrthat requires a party membc~s.hlp , 
card. It is only those who wish to be members of a pohlleal 
party that require 10 hold party membership cards. In other 
words, a voter who holds a NEC voters card can cast hIS 
vote for a party of his choice whether or not he is a member 
of that party. 

Every citizen is therefore advised nol to mix onc card for the other. 
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7 USES OF TIlE VOTERS REGISTER 

The Voter's Register is used for the conduct of elections. It is the main 
b~is for planning for an election. For example, it is used to deter
mme:-

(a) the total number of persons eligible to vote at an election. 

(b) the number of voters in one centre. 

(c) the number of centres for every electoral event. 

8 IMPORTANCE OF THE VOTERS REGISTER 

The voters'register is an indispensable document for the conduct of 
elections. In fact, our electoral laws state clearly that the inclusion of 
the name of a person in a voters' register entitles that person to vote at 
any election organised and conducted by the electoral body. A number 
of problems could arise from the absence or inaccuracy of the register. 
Some of such problems include:-

(a) Malpractices and confusion at voting centres 

(b) Incorrect number of voting centres. 

(c) Shortage Or excess supply of election materials. 

: -·r 
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9 REGISTRADON OFWICL\I.S 

Duriag a rqpstration of Voters' Exercise. there are certain pen;ollS 
who WDUId aormaJIy officiate II is importanl for Ibe citizen 10 know 
and IX)o(JpCr81C with !hem for a suc:ccssful exercise. These are:-

(a) 0Uef Registration Officer 
(b) Registration Officer 
(e) Supervisory Assidanl Registration Officer 
(d) Assistanl Regislration Officer. 

ME'l1IOD OF SELECTION 

The aboYe listed officials are selected and apppointed after being 
screened and considered iii by NEe. There are some categories.or 
jJersoDs who cannot be appoinled as registration officials. Theyare:-

~. 

(1) A eand.idale al a public electio\!, .. 
-."':1 " 

(2) Persons banned or disqualified by Ibe participation in poli
tics and Election (Prohibition) Decrees No. 25 of 1987 and 

~o. 9 of 1989. 

(3) A pen;oo who is an official or in Ibe empIoymenl of the two 
. political patties. Ibe NRC and Ibe SDP or of any dcfuDct 
political party of Ibe 1st or 2nd Republic. 

(4) Any ageD! of a candidale or political party.at a public 
election silcll as !he December, 1990, Local Goveromeat 
Election. 

(5) A convicted person i.c. for an electoral offence, registration 
offence, or criminal offence involving dishonesty. 

(6) Any other person who maybe specified by the Commission 
from time 10 time. 

8 

l 

" 

mENTlFlCADON 

Registration officials can be easily ideDlificd. Normally each of them 
~u1d wear ~ prominentIy display a badge provided by NEe as 
eVJden';C of~ authority 10 register the names of the VOIers residing in 
!he regIStration area. .The public mUSI therefore nOl deal with any 
person w~o p~nls himseH as a registration official bUI who is not 
properly Identified, 

DVTIEs OF REGISTRADON OFFICIAI3 
(1) Chief Registration Officer:-

(a) Organises and supervises all matters pertaining 10 Regis
tration Exercise in the Slale. 

(b) Ensures the appointmenl of all Registration Officials. 

(2) Registration Officer:-

(a) To set up a Registration Office 

(b) Secures offices for Supervisory Assistant Registration Of
ficers and Assislanl Registration Officers, 

(c) Is responsible for making arrangements for the training or 
the staff althe local govemmenllevel. . 

(d) Ensures ~t supe~vi~ory Assistanl Registration Officers 
~d the ~lStant RegIStration Officers complywith official 
mstructJons, 

(~) O~ the COmple,tion of the registration exercise, he is re
qUIred to organISe the collection of all the records and mes. 

(I) Ensures the proper storage of forms and materials, 

(g) Registers all eligible voters in his constituency. 

9 
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Supervisory Assistant Registration Officer:-
(a) Ensures the reserve stock offorms, cards. and other regis

tration materials to meet contingencies, 

(b) Examines the work of Assistant Registration Officers in 
order to resolve any difficulties. 

(c) Ensures daily contact with all Assistant Registration Offi-

(d) 

(e> 

cers .• .. 
~.,.. , . 

Ensures that Assistant Registration Officers are able to 
render complete and satisfactory accounts of forms re
ceived from time to time. 

Should show the Assistant registration Officers the; boun-
daries of their respective Registration Units and or polling 
Districts. ,.-_ 

Assistant Registration Officer:-~.'""''' 

(a) Does ;he actual Registration of V~ters at the registration 
Unit. 

(b) Makes preparatory measures for organising the registra
tion operation. 

(c) At the eod of Registration. he must ensure that he returns 
to the S upe~ry Assistant Registration Officer all materi
als issued to him w!lether used or unused. 

10.' REGISTRATION AGENTS 

Each of the 2 political parties is entitled to an agent at each registration 
centre. Although the agents are Dot employees of NEC and are not 
appointed by the electoral body it is necessary for them ~o be !lresent 
at each registration centre tohelp to prevent any malpractIce that could 
mar the exercise. 

10 
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The agents are appointed by the political parties to represent them at 
registration centres. Notices of their appointments are usually brought 
to the atlenlion of NEC not later than 10 days before the date fIXed for 
the exercise. 

The agents are not expected to interfere with the registration, They 
are present at each centre to OBSERVE activities and protect the 
interest of the parties they represent. 

ll. REVISION EXERCISE 

(1) DEFINITION 

Th~ revision of voters' register is the process whereby the 
regISter IS updated through the deletion of obsolete facts 
and inclusion of relevant materials. 

(2) ESSENCE OF THE EXERCISE 
As a resul! of the ever changing demographic characteristics 
of the populace," the voters' register can easily become 
inaccurate. Therefore it should be constantly reviewed in 
order for it to continue to be credible for elections, 

12 THE PROCESSES OF REVISING THE REGISTER 

(a) TIMING 

A revision of voters' register may be conducted before 
every election. This timing is to ensure that the duration 
between the exercise and an election 'is not too long 10 

adversely affecllhe accuracy of Ihe register. 

11 
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(b) VENllE 
The rrMsioD _c:ise is conducted at a designated 1ocation 
bowII as the revision CCDtre. NEe bas arranged to ensure 
that such a revision centre will be the same location where 
the voter will cast his 'VOte on elcc:tiOD day. There are 
220,000 revision c:eotres throughout the federation. In each 
ward dcpcadiug on the size, there is an aver&gc of ~SO 
revision CCDtrca. 

(e) PROCEDURE 
At cacb rrMsioD CCDtre, a list of regist~ voters would be . ~~. 
On display to eDabIc the c:iti:zeD to inspect and ensure that ( 
his IWIIC is listed. 

Any voter who bas a claim to make in respect of the I 

displayed 6st, will have his'JIlIIDC entered into a supplemen. 
tary list by the revision officer. - .. 
The supplementarY list togcther--wth the cxistiog register 
would comprise a new preliminary list ",f voters. . , 

" 

The preliminary list would remain on display for a stipu. 
Iated period to enable any other claim or objection to be 
made. 

A final voters register would later. be printed after all 
necessary corrections bave been made to the -preliminary 
list. . 

CLAIMS AND OBJECTIONS 

(a) CLAIM 

A claim is a request made by a registered person to bave .~, 
any information about himself in tbe preliminary list to he 
amended or deleted 

(b) OBJECTION 
An objection is a request made by a person that the name 
0( any person on the voters list he struck out for some 
reasons. 

12 

14. IMPORTANCE OF A REVISION EXERCISE 

(8) A Revision ~c:ise helps to make the register to be accw
ate through an update of the information contained therein 
about voters. This mostly involves the removal of names of 
those deceased and the inclusion oflhose who since the last 
~ have attained the minimum age requirement of 18 
years, or those who have ~ from one pIac:e to another. 

(b) It enhances effective planning and conduct of elections. 

15. REVISION OFFICIALS 

There are three officials who handle the revision of voters register. 
These are: 

(1) Senior Revision Officer 
(2) Revision Officer 
(3) AssiiIant Revision Officer 

SELECl10N 

Revision Officers like registration officials are appointed after baving 
been carefully screened and considered fit by NEC for the assignment. 
A revision officer must be an independent non- partisan person. He 
is usually one of the foHowing: 

(a) Private Legal Practitioner 
(b) Other professionals 
(c) Justices of the Peace 
(d) Retired Public Officers 
(e) Staff of Government Departments (Federal, State and 

Local) 
(I) A person in good standing in the community. 

13 
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IDENTIFICATION 

A revision officer is expected to wear a badge provided by NEC. This 
badge is -to be prominently displayed to notify the public of the auth
ority of the bearer. Only persons who are so identified as genuine 
officials can conduct a revision exercise. 

DUTIES OF REVISION OFFICIALS 

(1) SENIOR REVISION OFFICER 

In-charge of 10 revision centres 

Supervises the revision officers 

Ensures that adequate materials are available in each centre and 
that the correct atmosphere prevails. 

(2) REVISION OFFICER 

(a) Acts as a check on the activities of registration persoonel 
and will ensure that if any sueb p€rsoonel has been guilty of 
any malpractices these will be detected in the course of 
adjudicating on claims and objections. ~ 

(b) Supervises Assistant Revision Officers appointed for each 
local government 

(c) Is to ascertain that the person who makes an objection to 
any name in the register of voters is qualified to do so. 

(d) Must arrange for the-hearing of claims and objections fLIed 
by eligible voters. 

(e) For the purpose of determining claims and objections. a 
Revision Officer may administer oalhs on any person mak
ing claims and objeclions. 

14 
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(3) ASSISTANT REVISION OFFICER 

The maio function of the Assistant Revision Officer is to assist the 
Revision Officer in carrying out the above duties. 

16. REVISION OF VOTERS' REGISTER 1991 

The 1991 revision exercise is of a special Iriod because it incorporates 
features of Registration and Revision exercises. 

It is a once and for aU attempt to redress the defects in the existing 
register of voters. 

10 the exercise. new cards will be issued to aU eligible voters and all old 
cards will be retrieved The new card will replace: 

(i) Old NEC cards with names 

(ii) Old NEC cards ,vithout names 

(iii) Fake Cards 

(iv) Pieces of paper held by those who were registered after the 
cards had been exhausted. 

Citizens who have jUst attained the voting age of 18 years will have 
opportunity to bave their names on the register of voters. Persons who 
have moved from one place to the other will also during this exercise 
bave their names deleted from the old register and added to the 
registers of the centres in their new places of residence. They will also 
have new cards in place of their old cards. 

To ensure. _curacy of the register: 

(i) All fake names and names of dead persons will now be 
expunged from the register 

15 
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(ii) Any ODe whose aame is listed on the register bUI does nol 
come out 10 obtain 8 new card will have his name deleted 
from the register. 

(iii) Only names thai are verifiable during this exercise will form 
the new accurale voters register 

{iv) All' old cards are now invalid. So il is necessary for all 
Nigerians 10 seize this opportunity 10 obtain new voters 
cards. 

(v) Double registration or registration by proxy is now useleSs 
as no one can utilise more than one card in an Opeo Ballot 
Election which holds at the same time nationwide. 

17 REVISION EXERCISE_~Y 1991 - .. OCEDURE 

All reMon units througbout the nation will ~ fully mobilised as from 
Monday July 15, 1991 to receive all eligible vOters wishiIIg 10 e';'"';'fe 
thai they are listed in the voteI'S register. As from that day, the CXlStmg 
register will be OIl display nationwide. AI each revision centre, the 
following procedure will be observed. 

(8) Every person will check the register on display 10 eusure 
that his aame is on iL 

(b) Those whose names are on the register and are properly 
wriiten and weD spell will have their names trausferred to 
8 new preliminary list '8fter which they will be given new 
cards in place of the old ones which they must surrender. 

16 

(e) If there is any error in the way 8 person's name is listed or 
spell, the person will poinl this oul and eusure that his name 
is correctly written and spelt in the preliminary list designed 
(or the purpose. He will then be given a new card in 
replacemenl of his old card which he must surrender. 

(d) Where the citizen's name is DOt on the regisler for any 
reason such as that he was not registered before or has only 
just attained the stipulated minimum age o( 18 years, be has 
10 satisfy the Revision Officer thai he resides in the area. 
He will then be given a form called form Eel. His particu
lars which be gives by filling this form will then be used 10 
include him in the preliminary list. He will then be issued 
with the new voters card. 

(e) The aboveactioDS(a-d) can be done from Monday July 15 
10 Sunday August 4, 1991, both days inclusive. 

(f) As from the ne.xt day, that is Monday August5 10 Friday 
August 9, 1991 the preliminary list will DOW replace the 
existing register on display. This is to enable any claim or 
objection to be made in respect of any name on the list. 

(g) From Saturday August 10 to Friday August 30, 1991, daims 
and objections made in respect of names in the preliminary 
list will be heard. 

(h) During this period of daims IIIId objcaioas, NEe will 
display a notice sWing: 

(i) day, time and place where daims and objcctiODs will 
beheanl 

(ii) names of persons who made claims and objections 

(iii) names of persons against whom objections have beeIl 
made. 

17 I 
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(i) Before hearing claims and objections, the Revision Officer 
must: 

(a) 

(b) 

(i) 

(ii) 

first ascertain that the person making a claim or an 
objection is qualified to do so. Only an eligible voter 
is qualified. 

ensure that the person being objected to has been 
properly notified by including his name in the notice 
referred to at h(iii) above. 

The Revision Officer has power to: 

administer an oath where necessary on the person 
making a claim or objection. 

amend the register where the claim made is upheld 
or where the objection has been successfully made. 

(k) It is after all necessary am~iidments to the preliminary list 

NOTE 

. have been made that the list will be printed as a new vote., 
Register. 

To prevent frivolous and malicious requests, any person making a claim 
or an objection, in the past was expected to pay an amount before his 
request could be entertained. In 1987, the amount was fixed at N25.00. 
But this time, claims and objections can be made FREE of charge. This 
is to ensure that persons who have genuine claims are not dissuaded 
from making them because of the fact that a fee has to be paid for the 
exercise. I 

18 
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18. REVISION EXERCISE 1991: TIME TABLE 

DATES EVENTS 
1. July ~ 1991 Submission of names of Party 

Agents to NEC 

2. .1 ~ ":: s;Jt, 
15th July to 4th Aug. 1991 compilation of Preliminary list of 

voters 

3. "August, 1991 to Display of the Voters Register 
9th August, 1991 

4. 10th August, 1991 to Hearing of Claims and Objections 
30th August, 1991 

19. OFFENCES 

The foUowing constitute offences in connection with the registration 
or revision of a voters register: 

(a) For a person below the age of 18 years to present himself for 
registration. 

(b) 

(c) 

To possess more than one registration card with ONE or more 
names or to get registered more than once at any unit or in more 
than one unit. 

For a person to knowingly make a faIse statement or give faIse 
information with reference to a registration or revision exercise. 

19 
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(d) 

(e) 

(I) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

For any person to hand over a voters card to any person other 
than an officer appointed and acting in the course of his regis
tration or revision duty. 

For any person, not being appointed as a registration or revision 
official to receive any voters card from any person. . -

For a person without lawful authorily to demay, mutiJatc,dc
face, remove or make any a1teratioA in any IlClIicc or doaJmCDt 
required for the registration or rcvisioa of the voters register. 

To obstruct or impede a registration or revision exercise. 

For any person 'to conduct himself in an111l8D1lCf or to do any 
act that caUses confusion arthe registration UDit or to interrupt 
the registr~tion or revision exercise ~ any way. 

"'::;. , 
For any person without authority to cariy the identity card of a 
registration or r~on official. 

As for officials, stiffer penalties a'!N8it any of them involved' in any 
registration or revision offence. A Registration or revision officer is 
not expected to: 

(i) register any person by p~ozy 

(ii) copy into the Preliminary List of voters any name and parti~s 
of any person from any list made by any person or a poliucaI 
party. 

20 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

Issue to any person or to any political party more than one 
registration card. 

include any person in the register of voters Cor more than onc 
constituency or more than once in the register of one consti
tuency 

fail to perform or discbarge the duties of his office 

perform any duty assigned to him fraudulently or negligently or 
recklessly 

(vii) 'comt any act or ommission in breach orhis duty 

It should be pointed out that any person who commits any oftbe above
offen~ could On conviction be imprisoned without an option of fine 

20. COMING EVENTS 

(a) THIRD QUARn:R 1991 

(i) Party Primaries - August 24, 1991 

(b) FOURTH QUARn:R 1991 

(i) Governorship Elections 

(ii) Elections into Houses of Assembly in the States 

(iii) Elections for the Mayoralty and Vice Mayoralty of 
the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja 
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.21. c SOME HINTS ON PARlY CONGRESSES 

(A) WARD 
COMPOSITION 

All registered members in the ward. 

QUORUM 

One-fifth OF REGISTERED MEMBERS IN THE WARD. 

FUNCTIONS 
I. Elect Ward Delegates to party Congress (1O to Local Gov

ernment Congress and 3 to State Congress) 

ii. Organise primaries for nomination of Local Government 
council Chairmen. . 

(B) LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMPOSITION 

I. AU members of each party's Ward Executive Committee. 

u. All members of each party's Local Government Executive 
Committee. 

iii. Chairmen and Councillors of Local Government Councils 
who are party members. 

iv. 10 members elected by the Ward Congress from each ward 
within the Local Government Area. 

QUORUM 

One-third of its members provided that nOl less than two-thirds of aU 
wards in the Local Government Area are represented. 
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FUNCTIONS 

(1) Elect Local Governmeut Delegates to National Conven
tion 

(2) Ratify the results of Local Government Area primaries 

(3) Nomination of candidates for State House of Assembly -
Indirect Primaries. 

(C) STATE COMPOSmON 

i. The Chairmen and aU other members of eacb party's State 
Executive Committee. 

u. Three (3) delegates from eacb ward in the State elected by 
the Ward Congress. 

iii. The Chairman and Secretary of each Ward Executive Com· 
mittee. 

iv The Chairmen of Local Government Councils in the State, 
where produced by the party. 

v. AU Councillors in tbe State, produced by tbe party. 

vi. Members of tbe National Executive Committee wbo are 
from the State. 

vii AU members of the Local Government Executive Commit· 
tee of the party where applicable. 

FUNCTIONS 
I. Organise Gubernatorial Primaries 

u. Nomination of candidates for Federal Legislature - Indi· 
tect Primaries. 

iii. Ratify results of Local Government Primaries. 
23 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 

(a) SUPPLEMENTARY LIST OF VOTERS 

This is a list of voters whose names are not OD the voters list. Usutilly, 
a supplementary list of votersis prepared after some citizens who have 
inspected a voters register on display claim that their names arc not 
included. 

(b) PRELIMINARY LIST OF VOTERS 

This is a list of citizens who are eligible to be registered as voters. It is 
this list that becomes a voters register after it has been properly 
compiled and necessary corrections made to it. During a revision of 
voters exercise, a preliminary list is made up of the combination of the 
existing register and the supplementary list prepared during the exer
cise by the revision officer. These are p~t. together and printedlbound 
into a Voters Register. ""-'''. 

\ 

(c) DISPLAY OF VOTERS LIST 

At specified periods, NEC usually displays a voters' list in each consti· 
tuency to enable tbe citizens wbo reside in the area to inspect it. This 
exercise is an opportunity for all eligible voters to ensure that their 
names are on the list and tbat tbey are correctly written and well spelt. 
Any claim or objection in respect of any name in the list on display 
usually follows tbe exercise. Every eligible voter is advised to checkfor 
his name on the register during the period of display. Those who wait 
till voting day before checking their names may not receive satisfactory 
assistance as they would be interfering with the scheduled business of 
the day. 
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(d) CENTRE NEAREST TO RESIDENCE 

Every eligible voter is expected to have his name on the register at the 
centre nearest to his residence. The maximum number of names that 
can be on a register at one centre is 500. Therefore, the size of the 
voting population of an area can make the area to have more than one 
centre. Consequently, a voter wbo cannot find his name in a centre 
nearest to his residence should check at anotber centre in the vicinity. 
This means that the term 'centre nearest to residence" means a centre 
within the area wbere a voter resides. 

(e) REGISTRATION BY PROXY 

This happens when the name of a citizen is entered into a voters list 
inspite of the fact that the citizen did not physically appear in person 
at a registration centre.Registration by proxy is a punishable electoral 
offence. Every one is enjoined to avoid it. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 

This Pamphlet is the second in the series of voter - education docu
ments prepared by NEC. The fIrst was on the local government 
elections of December 1990. The voter-education pamphlet is de
signed to simplify the laws and materials for electoral events. It is 
hoped that this edition will meet its goal of educating the citizen on the 
essence of being a registered voter as well &Silf assisting NEC to obtain 
an accurate register. 

.... x.: 

Further enquiries should be directed to: 

The Editor, Publications, 
Public Affairs Department, 
National Electoral COmmission, 
2, King George V Road, 
Onikan - Lagos 

Telephone 01-634814. 
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