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':,~ .llfEVDTE.R: 
. . .... 
.; ." .. . il::"'· 

h.A voter is il ,Nigerian citizen who is not le.ss than 18'· 
. years old. In addition. he must:-

.' . , .... . ..:.,. . ... 
Ja) ;be ordinarily 'resident in the' Local Government 

., '·.Area.JNhe~.hein_tend~"to.vote for a period no~ less· 
." '. 'than ',:12, ·months 'tJefore ·.the date of ·elections.~ 

~} .:~. ': '-; : .. ;' ~~;.,\ ":'.:~:!~~~~:::~~:;'·'·->.t/~;·,·r~;h~ ...... ~J·· :~:..; '~:':l('!;~;"""':' 
'f .'(b). 0hiPJe ,r¢gistBre!f~as-a'vO.ter-dn the war'd or ·consti-. 

'.; ';''';':.::'' '" tu~mcv~t~!l~&r!l inaiy<resic!eIJCe,.,-:,;:l ... ,',!.;,,; "~0 '.. 
• .~ ,", ~:. .' :",~''':'1!-

· Ie) P~sSess a cieQistration card to be presen'ted at; the 
: :.:~pol!ingsiation on voting d!lY,' . '.' ':.~; .... :: 

.', :,' \l .... ·i :. ,:" ... .1 ~;,,,.:;- .;~ •• ~ t' • .0:'-;. 'pt 0:,.: l':,~'r! ~i.(".;: \c..~ " 0, 

2. DRDINARY·.RESIDENCE:. ,I, .. ' .. : ...... y"" . 

3, 

.hr/;'{.r~;_( :i~)'·r.~::·:;:t-;.:-<\. :-i !;;. ; :tL; :':-<; ~-.-~ \"'.:;;.i: .. ~~:' ~,.'.: .;-~: ~. .' 
. 'c7'1ne·O!:dii1ary.lre$ide~ce.ofl~·;v.o~r,-js.ttiifpliK:e:~~ ~ 

lives, steeps and has 'his usual abode whether o~ not the 
place is .'his State or Local. Government .of Origin . 
Therefore -/i.voterdoes not havetQ t~avel.awayfromhis 
ordinary.-pl~ce~of residence !D his place .:9f ,origin in 

· order. to be able ,to cast h is vote. ' .... 
. ,:' . ':' . . . : . ,' ., 

VDTE!I'S;;\:ARil: i. .. ,' . , , . .: , .. " ,,' 

:·;-'l,,~:.~~"1E'.:c~1r'~. -!~:~~'\:"';:~~~;I:t':J.~~~7~::-o·';~~ ... ··{A~: ., •. ~';).: . .f.. 
,AT·~tet-s~~rd;;i!!·the registration card ,which a.vo~r, 

:obt:'ifls a~. th,e._~~<!tion.a:~>,!h~"~',~(fI!9iSte~ 
· cas. -l!..!,v_~f;; .{r..i1e~rd> :cormllns }he. fo,llow.H1g· ~nforma:., -" . . . . , ~ .. ' ~- ,-., .. 
tl~n::- . ~.n, ..... ,:. ~ .•.. .s....;":*'("..,,~:,b.h.i'7'~:h.;':" .......... ~·i:; 

": (i) ··~~It lJamif of the ~tate .. c '. ".,'. c. '.'1' ,::: . 
. (ii) Thename of the tocal government area' 

h: Iii I) • ;rl)e . r!!ll istr:at iQ n .area-and'CentrEl :': :' -;-'. . ' \' ~ 
(iv) The registration unit 
(v) The vo.ter's.number, 

-. 
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" . ~ 
Every registered voter is expected t~ 'keep, protect and 
tJitasure his' i'egistration card.wi1hout,Which he cannot 
cast his',Yote 8t an' election. A lOst voter's card will not 

;' " , \be·rePlec8d:~Cept,it.is,~that.Its:k$.Was(lue:1o:8 
:,:~' '_ ':'c,majof~isasier SuCh' ill F.n~IOcid;O!'1ACC1o'iBilt.r;,ii.: .,. ' 
I '. ,,:)::'~"":~~.;~: .!.; ·':~.4·':'- '.:~'~r:. !~-r:!:.r~:.:.; .. :~:~~~';!.:-'~+ .. ~':':';~.~~ 
i' ,,··,:l.::1J1ERSOIIS WHO'CMIIOTNm:" .!.. . c,, c. . 

t r· " ~:~ :~;\~;::}.;'::'i':iiJ"~,,-:i;#P~1r"~i>f~'~Qrn~r~1~~~~~;f1~ \~ti 
...' ,'. ,T:he'fuIl9Wlri!i!iiri6risi:an,;t,1 vob; -at e't&:tkiri~::" .: ' , 

•• ;:'.:.:'" ,0 • I: ... · "o,f(a) .An~h~be~w;tii~~age,Of~18years·.; "',0" 

) ", .. .'(1,1. ";Ali'N9n:N,~ri~~~:";}:~:' ,~C~ ::'lJ:.);~.fr':~~·';', ,c, 

I ' I • '" .--...... ; -. : ::."·rl''- !':.·V· .' "~~·~"':~f!-/c.-::·r.t-:·r~~};;'t")-·~;r1';" . ~:.' .. '" .,~ ... ', . ~~.' ~ ':'--".~., ..... . ~ 

I;' .. , (e)': 'All :pei'som 'WIld, -did :'not reglsier'iiiS ·.vOters 'and 
, ' . . .. ' .. ,. 'therefore do not hold ~ati0Tl cards and whose 
i., ,.,'.; Jc'. i names are'not in ·the voters'Rl!lIister, .. ~ ,,; 7:: ,; 

I, 

:' 

• _ ,,' h.' " •• ' ',: •. ,." • '" • " '.' r.:\~ " ", .~ •. : ....... 

-iJo:(d)'::c'AiI'officers:c:haiged wlth:1he:coOduct ~hlections . 
'fl ·.\.,'.1ir:-:.the'field.;i ~-.", ,,' 1. '~, 'f: <~'': '.. . . 

. . ~ 
These include:...: ' .. 

,"'-'-' . 
" ~.: ' ~ . . . 
'. ' : Ii) .~ The Supervisory Presld ing OffiCl!rS' .., 

:' ;... ... ·~·::")·.I.i ... ti. ·il;',t:';·~· n.:;;p. -"'!:_~i= ;~'1t1~'t" tr.:1: . i1 ~ Lt::"::'1; ~ ,::~, -~ .... 

, 

. ~~.r.i-·:i(tnF- 'TIie:Presidin9Offlcer's !<;V:' ,,,~,., "':' .',; 
:. • .. ;::; .f~t, ' 0> ~:.f"" ~.~J~ ;;.,;' \ .. ~ .. :~';,. ..• 1: ~l .~', T';·.: _ ~ !i ... ~: 

'(iii) The Re#!mirlg'Offii:ei'S'. ' ': ..;..,.';;. :~J ..... 
,<' '..... • 

"::_"","<",. -.' "."-.' , .:;;'; 
(iv) The Ellictoral OfficerS' ", . ' " ,·r· , .. 

. .. ~f' • 

(v) The Chairman and 'r,;~bers of the 'National 
. Electoral Commission. 

(vi) The Secretary to the Commission, 

3 

" 

Is ':WUMBER OF ~V~TERS "'f;1I~OLLlIIGsrATI9"S 
• I ".' ;".!~ ,.~~: •. 

Not more than five hundred (500) voters only can cast 
their votes at anyone polling station. This nurriler is 
manageable and will prevent over-crowding. 

.: j it.. \: .. '.j'. :fl'~J""t ; .... -... 'Ie C·>I:'U':.,,-q 

7. HOW TO VOTE: 

;. ",Yotill!f'.f~i~)GeVern'rrient.E\ectiOri&:of December 
. ·c····t,···. c\lltltOwill be by the Open Ballot System, 

. 11' .~. ~'t-; pi .... ?:j.;"t': • .::.' ''l;T-.:~i't:~I'' -:::' ~I : 

B, WHERE TO VOTE: 

Voting takes place at polling stations. A voter is expeo
ted to cast his vote at the polling Station where his narne 
is on the register, Such a pOllingstatioll, is normally one 
of the stations nearestto his residenCe, '."" _ . , 

,~' 

", ,,; .. ,;, :: . 

A voter is expected to identify his polling station before 
voting day. Also before voting day, he is expected to 
check the register of voters to ascertain that his name is 
included and that it is correctly spelt and written, For 
the December 1990 Local Gqyemiilent, Elections, this 
must be dQne.between.Octtl~~:9.~liQd 23J'1990wh~n .";.':. 
the 'YOtersijQister will ;:Iie' avaiaDle for im;pec;tiQ~;f+~' 
naticiilwKhi. Failure to raise any query .. during.·.tbe,pefiocf,':';· 

- COUld fruStrate'the voter, Electoral OffiCiaTs;:on VQiii\i(' 
day will be too busy with the real b~~inessohhe day to 
have time'to assist thosein search oftheir~n~es. 

• -; .... L~· :.~.j( .. ~JJ'" . ;. 
g, OPEN BALLOT: 

(i) AT POLLING STATIONS 

(a) Each candidate is entitled ttl 2 accredited . . ".-'. 
P arty Agents, .. 

. ~', ,.::., . . .,~ .. :. ~ ".:." -. . ,": . .,-
4 
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:'; (bl ,·For the ,puiposes,Of~.proper,'identiflcation . " . . - , 

" ,'" .. ""'the party agents WId -ell electoral officials 
, c··' . __ ~' .';: •.• ere expectlld to wear ideRtity cards. ' 
- " , . ..';.' .. 

(e) Large posters (.16" x ~:t") ,carrying the 
" • - P9~I1Jts 'Qf. ,J:aOdldates' with Party Symbols 

~ to be provided. 
J 

, I 

.... '; (iir' ACCREDITATJON ,P.ROCEDURE: '0 t 1 C • .f
:' , 

. .1 

·':'~'.':'-;?~\'I!.'-: ... ,~. ;';1: .. J!-c ~::;··;.J2;.: 
< • t" (a) 'Accradit8t~ In all ~iolll will start. at " 

,'~'. 'f! ·S.OOa:m. ". ~ . ',3T":j:V 'OT 3r.~t: .;.- . ~~ .. ; 

, "(b). All voters cards will be checked,stamped and • 
signed at the back by the Prasiding, Offii:er I, 

who will record such ,details as ,the date, tYpe '! 
-' of election and code number.: ,: <',',' ' . " ;: 

.! . '. f ._-
"(c)" T,hliL ri9hl thumbs of voters will be marked. t 

,:" ':,:'''-
" -(d) -Accreditation wJIi, e~d\at 11.00 a.m but all " 

, Voters who are preserit'at the Polling Station 
• "" " ".,' by· 11.00 am. will ,be duly:accred~. No 

. '" person who arrives after 1-1.00 a.m will be -
. ,.,' accredited. .: 

" ,···d. ;''''';' ~j ,;_ •• : ",. 

(iii) ,'POST ACCREDITATION ACTIVITIES: ' 
I ... -.- _w. ._.... '. . . • ....... '.'.. ';. 
I" ;<'; ... <-'(~)";After·closing of accreditation, Voting Proce

II t ;., ","duras 'wijl ,be explained by the Presiding 
, 'd,',' Officer. 

(b) Introduction of candidates and/or their 
t - , , :CT ~ t·, posters and symbols will be made. 

I • ~ ; ' .. ;. ""; • : .. 

I. 

,. ,~ fer All activities that constitute electoral offences f'I" 
'with in the Polling Zone including penalties 

" :"'~' for"cOminitting such offences, will be expla-
ined. ' " 

5 t 
t, I 

. ,J!!), ;.~osW~~be.aring~~,a.~ ¢,~~c1~1If!IS ~st ';'~'" ";: .•. 
',b!l_welldisplayed"before~e comnencement ' -, 

Qf voting. . 

(e) There will be a roll call of All Accredited 
Voters. 

(iv) "YOTlNG:'>, '~':.'><", ' . ,. . :.~ " .;, ,:'.' , 
c· •. '" . .1\' ._ .. ' 

, , ' 

-"., ',': ,... ;..-:-, •••• :~; ~.'. ..... • ••• - t •. ••• ..:. .• - •• r;.' , .... ,. '''-. 

r(al.:;Vo~ing!~" commence, at 12 noon..i1atiOn,:,~, ' 
~, ','- ~ide. '~.s.J . .;o'!I, Ii~ .'the,~nourcemenf.ofthii:;·,,:, .: 

" commencement of voting is made, the acCre- , 
dited voters will be reqllested to line up in 

'" front of. the posters. carrying' the~rprtr~!ts . '. 
of the candidates of their choice. : ,',',". I. 
,. ...' •• 00;... .. 

" .' ~' • ',; .'. :c..:, .~ l~r, . .. :!.~ ,"',' 

(b) COunting the number Q!~~i!Bd.Yc~ter~,in i'!: 
:. ,'. 'the ,queue . for each candidate o~ et a tlma,' ~ 

, shall bI! made Loudly. 

(e) Crossing the line or breaking intO another 
qUeUe'when counting is going on is Ii punish-

;:""" t.l I t • ••••••• :. • .' • • ... . • 

, ; able electoral offence. ' 

, (d) 'Election :of Councillors ,will iii! conducted", . . ''''(.' . .~ ..... . ..' . , 
,first. :to 'be ,followed by that of Chairmen at .. 

I':" all pollin!i·stations. ',,' . ,'~ ,,", 
:~ ..... ~:~' .. "!.~.~::' .. ~'-' '; .' \ ,.'/.' :"'~ • .'. ;;;;. 1"" • 

(e) In .are~ '9f the country wherecu!Wre does 
~",'; not -al!ow ,men and women _mingling in e" 
, .. 'queiJe.:lseparate ,queues Shall be . allowed for" '.' 
• 1 ," • '. .- • . • 

',' .• men,a!ldwoma,n. .... , . 
. ' .,' . .., .•.. : '. . 
(f) The result .of the poll at the Pollin9 Stations 

shall, be signed ,by the Presiding Officers and ' 
endorsed by the Polling Agents., The !'1!fusal " 
of ,the Polling Agents ,to ,endone the retult . 
will however not Invalidate the rea/It of the' 
Poll. , 
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The Open Ballot SysteRl has been chosen for the 
December Local Government Elections in an effort to 
restore confidence to the electoral system. It is silT4lle 
and credible. 

" ' , 
.', ~. '" - .... I .-, 

The voter is therefore assured that the use of·ttie OPen ;"i 
Ballot System is iii his interest and in the interest of our 
natiOn's. j)ofiiical stabiiiw: 'ItiSexpect8d that the 'system 

. wil(p'reven{eleciiOWiiiiilPnictlceuuc!i:as:i- .".r ':' :" ... 
. ':·.r~ '.!:t: ;~::":J', :~. ~. ~ ;; 'l. I .... ~~ .' .' •• •• ~- • 

(a) 'ImpersOnation"';"'" .. """ '.' " 
~.; ... 1:'·,-'! ... ·, .. :.~ .. : ~'::: ,':., . _ -:1 ': ....... ,:. 

(b) . Multiple V~~~g:'. ~ :,. '. ,;, ,:~'; . :: .. ; ':,: 
(c) Stuffing of ballot boxes, , , 

. ',' ~ . 
(d) SWapp1nlJof Ilallotoaxes'" . "'l: ,::" ... !.', ' 

~ Ie:. '. -.1 :_.~ ~u "i:y,':I:J:"'.:':. ':. '1'-.'. ''":.? ._ -<:./," ~l:!1 

. (e) The useoffa~e ballot pa~ers. ',~ .-::' , , 

. CRqWD CONTR.oL ''\ . 

,.!. I 

, '.I· .. • ... r\ ... ~ ',~ .~. ':~J-l' /., .~. 
Some people. have" expressi!d fears that' crowd control , 
would be difficult to achieve with'the Open Ballot 
System. ,It is therefore necessary to allay the fears of 
the' voters'.~rth, iI\~ ~.1,0v:!ii9jti1o~at~.Jn::.{~ : .. ~ ':', 

. . .. : ' ~.. •. .~ -' .',. . • -r·· . 
(i) The maximum number of voters thilt can 'cast their 

:,;;Y2l!ls .\~. o!le,.J??!I.tr(~!O~ ~~ 5~:, r'.', :" ,,-' .'," 
~ ,. 1 '. : • -, ~. _ ...., >t" I .' ,~ . 

(ii), J ;r~e study .I:\f :Y'ltin~,p.litter~s.at ,p.reVl~us. '1!lections 
shows that any polling station wllI:hatdly have up 
to 500 voters because only 40% of registered voters 

" normally: preSent themselves at polling stations on 
~·eiectiond'aY .. ,:· ..•.. :' .; '-:- " " 

0,. •• .' 

INTlMID.ATlON::"·. ;', , ... , . ,.'I"'~';' I"";" '.~' 
. "~'" -"-'.,f 4~~'"17.';:: : ... :.,,: .... 

Some p'eo~ie' fe~I' that the Open nature of' the Open 
Ballot System will make it possible for some voters to 
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t,r. ~·~··:'be. intimidated theniby"influencing"theii')decision. In 
answer to this, the voter should note that:-

1. Any person who threatens, intimidates or uses 
violence or any other method no matter how 
'subtle to influence a voter to cast his vote or to 
restrain him . from voting'is'gUilty of Undue Influ· 
ence which is an electoral offence. 

,:!: .. t.: h .. :: .... , ,.' .. ! h.- f..;dC:' . ..; • .It. ~~ .-(;.'i~. hli\ ~·'i,r.1 U; 
2. A person who is gu ilty of undue influence is liable 

c.7 ;:-;':1, "c: c" "'Jto' imprisonment'· fOr 'oneiyeai-- or (ito a fine of 
, , ". ' , N 1,000.· He could also be barred for 5 years from 

being registered as a voter ,or vOting at any local 
: . . government election in any State or from being 

. voted for or if elected ·before conviction from 
retain ing h is seat. 

.. ,I:: ',,' ! 

3. The political right of a citizen to determine who 
shall govern him is his highest right. In exercising 
this important right, a citizen should not allow 
himself to be intimidated to take a wrong decision. 

11. SOME EVENTS BEFORE ElECTION OAY 

(a) Parties are to organise primaries to select their 
cand id ates. 

. , 

(b) On October 22, '1990, N EC will' call. for the list of 
candidates the Parties propose to sponsor for the 
election. 

(c) The Parties are to forward the list of their candi, 
dates to the Electoral Officer of the relevant Local 
Government Area, 

(d) The approved list of screened candidates will be 
returned to the parties by Nov, 5, 1990. 

(e) NOTICE OF ELECTION will be published, 

8 
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~ "andidatelS will collect. complete .... d \' " -, F,'" _.-"j~ 1ie..1 .... ~ted "'bY .~ .. :au\;~:iQ;:~~ i~ '1II'i:._r 

Altum noD'lination forml in duplicate. -.' .. .' .... ,.;',~;i'.<'Eagle·superimPosea·oifit.: .'''';; "'<1~r,!. ~ . . - . 
• __ :'. ",:.;:.;,. ~·1.;~ ':",;' •. " :.,.' ,-' . 

(g) The list of nominations will be published. 

(h) There will be hearing of claims and objee1ions 
to nominated candidates. ' '. 

Ii) Th~ w~U'al~ be . publi~ion of Notice of Poll. 1, l 
.. ': 01 ~t:;;';i~·.of'.'~~;I~~~· ~~~ ~~' ~~be~bmitted tci~ ; 

';. ; Electoral Officers not later than (7) seven days'-' 
before the election day. Polling Agents must be .~: 
,persons registered· in the wards where they will.:~ 
officiate. :;.,:. 

"/'" 
12. POLITICALPARltE_S:' (~~) ';" 

._:; ." :.. • .1. .' ... .:~ 
. The establishment, structure· and operations of the 2~. ~ 
political parties should be cif'lf\~rest to the voter. As ,;~ 
a result, the following information should be known •. " 

'. ~~ 

1: That there are only 2 recogniSed political partieS ~~ 
in Nigeria - namely:- ',' 

':~~ 
(a) The National Republican Convention (N RC):!~ 

~1 
. (b) The Social Democratic Party (SOP). ':;" . ". . ." .~\ . . . ·)f . 

2. That the 2 parties were established by Government ~ 
on October 7, 1989. :I( 

3. That apart from the NRC and the SOP the for,' 1 t, 
mation of any other political party is prohibited .. ! 

4. 

5. 

" 

That the parties were fa-mally presented with their' .;' 
certificates of registration by N E C on September J 
21, 1990. :;' 

That the National Republican Convention (N RC) 

9 

6. That the symbol of the Social Demoaatic Party 
.. ..... '(SOP) .naSanall Green background with a white 
.: .': 'hO~C]ri it' ,.... '. .' " . . 
, . \;- .. ~,. t;o"·. _~-. 1~' : ... '~ ·'-;.""~~~.:ii:·'i.:,:::~ ... ,,1: ~)~ .t, :,.'. . . 

7.' . That "inembefsh·· .. ;ohiie~·tWc;<· ~. si5bpen 10 

. ':"':;:' :-:::.-:.~ry..cmzenl~·Jged8;,;iniiIe .. ,~iale liwho . has 
i~' ~):·:.;8ttain8ci;tllli; •. on8!yean. ;i:::;:':'" ;~'<~:, 
. ~ .. ~~ <":.; .. ~-':.: ;'-t:-,~ " • "'.~::'.~:-: !'."':. ~a·: r,.;i..;.·.·.;,r!,.~: ' . 

8.- 'That all members Yofthe '2 piriies.are equal joiners 
'.1 •. ', d'f _'"" ." ,'.,' , ..... , ..... :' '--an OUIIUers. ~ "',. "r' -- -,'r:" • 

. . ~ , ...... : .' ~.:: , • " : :- !. ,. ~': ;::' " ttjf.~' lSC!, :~ .~ ~ i 'i ~':; 

9. . That ',in order to assist the' parties to grow and also 
.... 'le? ;P~~'!IJY .indillidual.;frol'l' hijac:king ~, 

': .• ; governsnent'is 'genef'9Ualy,:;financing:.the .parties. 
,;.r,~· .;:Each·):PinY. ,!las., Blrelidy" .receiVed J~269.990,328 

as take-off grant. ... ,', ;.' '" :", ,~: ""'.: , 

.10. No Politi~I'paTtY ~ ~i~~in ~~y'~ing, vanguard, 
. or .f8ctiori· in :whatever ·form or by whatever name 

.' _ callBd to)oster:the.~ities of.the party or to act 
asa militant group, of,the,.pI!flY_: '.: ;'. .:' .,.' r:',.:< . 

.::,<:~,:\i.~,O~~~~;,~:~;;;:·;i ,,~::~~::.:!~.lr •. ~~'f.:· ,':.:): ': \iIY::~·.· 
:: ·.:;Thei2·PoliticaI'Panies·hllVl been f'8ferred to above 

,! '.-:. ,.~jn Biph8betical ~rderi: ',:',:" :.-, ',:i:' . 'c'" 
.' ~. -.. -'.:-rll\.",.;"i", }.~,~.;~:.t!"~_"~"."i." .. ::;.':...' . 

13. THE . CANDIDATE' • -I::.'.. . ,"'~t':.<; "'-' '. :~,' 
. . - "' ..... ~ - ,., ~)r·.· ,; ....... ~;: . .: ;. . :,'~ ~ ,'; 

" it ~\kpd~nti.fti:ytt~rto rtriij.;/ B'~idate ~h~iJ .. I 
qualified to cOntest an election, ThiS'wln enable itte" . i 

"'voter to know if he -shou'ld 8ccept to be one 'of the 10 
. nominators Of the 'candidate 'and whether or hot he 

should cast his vote for thin ciindidii1B:'The voter should 
know that a person qualified to cOntest the Local 
Government Elections of December 1990is one who:-
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-;~, . " -, ~<:,' :~~~ :., ,~':"~' .... ~:l 

I ::-',' Cia) ::I~~ cIt~ ~~'NiiI8ri8 ~;/ .-.:;.:~' . .:". ~.~. . ,..... . ~ 
1~~'':;''"7'~':- ~.~':', . .'. :.:. ,", ~ ... ~._".~"" '. _ .. ,' "-c .... : .~"' •• '\~ 

;., . (b)' Does not' hold an ~1I'~i8~~ o~ !~yaitYto another'·, .::~ 
country... .........) 

. .•.•• ~ ~ " .' ,. ,...." I 

:·(cl. 'Has attah,ed ;tI:Ie·.age of 25 years, for a'candidate' 
, wish post of;<;tialr'mal:'l .. and;,21·"·" 

• '-.' 'l.'. • 
" . -, " 

11 

L 

:. . " .... .' .. '" . ! 
. •.. "'_" . ..' -_ ......... ,.--\. :,'S'.:; ...... "~'"_~- ~.~~::.".:·"l 

.. (m) :;ls7'nDt"-Diihned or ·disqualifiedc·by·tlie. Decrees No. . . I, 
· --,' '25 of 1987 a'ndNo. 9 of 1989. " II 

.. ~~,<:.~;.~) Has evidence of tax payments as and when due fori. I. 
' .. ~" ;" :\-:. a. period of three years before 1990:· ... . 

·~:~~;.~;J,O) I :~~~i~~~~~{~~1;;·~?7gr:~~~~I!ti.cal,;· 
" '"." '""' .... u._- ... ·~; ~~. .... .: .. ' .:1 ......... ~ <:'t~~: ::.~ .. :.--.. :--:., .. ~ 

''''-' .'h~· (p.l.'f"I.s:f!.eiiir(~Siired 4?Y:5is:partV:,!·:,-c~ ., :", 
. ~:~:'-·Y:~\!iit~·\~~~:f~':~~:,c-.:.~: 'Otr-:! .i.:~.:'; .... t ....... ;./.~: .. ,:,,·= ..... :. ~ . tr: " " . 

. ' , .. (q) .Has:: paid"a" deposit·,of· '''''2;000: (two thousand 
....•. - Naira)' ~o.::·Oc:Intest' :tlf~:, ChairmanshiP' ,eJection or 

. :.r,:;,- ,. ')N500fo;;ifitt.,orJ.COu'lImlorshJP.~.·· . 
• ;i:.J::] !-'. -..5r:: . t •. . ; •• ,~.:.." "': .': .: "lJ, : .. !':t .{: ::~,. 

14 NOMINATION .. ··· _ ,:', ~.,."·<,<,;.:.~~.J, ..... ,Ji·i~·.;.':t".~:~"_ ~ -~. 
· : "., .,.'. ..: .... +..I.~:.' .. : ...... 1.: .~.:.r .... :~)''': f:~.~. ~ i' ." 

·;;:~;(~.Ira· :~~id.ate'at'<;in election requestS'a Voter~. to be 'one 
'. : .. :. '"of hIS nomlnaton., sucf'1 a Voter sfiouJdensure~hat:- . 

\ ~ "i"' !w •.• __ t 
' .• ~::.I -1··i~~.··,.~.,·,I .. · .';:i.~.:T.:> l':~'-I:': ""'; .. , I 
' .•. :.IlJ", The. candidate is ,qualified to , contest· elections.'· . I 

.:,-(" .".""T.tiat:i$",that the·candid8temeetS th.e requirements., . I 
. ( .-.':. Stat~.above·~t paragrapn'p';' :, , 

~.,- ". ;.! ~ 'h"~'/~: ;:;.,: ;t·:;:·.; ; ~. :'. ' .-. :.": ~. .'., ;.' • • 

<' -;(2):>. The., 'I)omi n.ati on" pt\the:.candidal!! is In, vvriting.· " 
~ .. ~~.~ •• ; .. 'A.· .'_:::'. :.~_. -.. ?:. ,: t·.. ' '. 

(3) .oThe'vote~ is satisfied that the liaitieular candidate .' I 
.... ; is :me'orily' candidate /le)ntends tooomj"i!te for'. ' .. 

. the eleC1ion.~11ilsis im'portant beeause:-;·. . 
.' ....... ;' •• :,: ~~~'''':' .• '"'"; •• :<: ..... ',. .'. l.'~.~ : ... ~:: ,.:. *',; 

'.'1: : ... , .(a)"·! dri~'\a' ·nom~~tiori i is:' nl.tcj~:. it:' Ciiiind.i be· ,:. 
: .... ::" . .'~ :. ~ 'withdrawn: while' th:~:c;jiid'~iite:stimds :~omi:" .. 

. .' ':<>:' '.' r :n,ated'and ,is i!t.i1r!,il.tliii raCe:~ ~:"; .. 
-- . 
.-: ' . (b)' The . voter cannot. nominate· more than. one 

•. ~,,<~~,;:{:. .- Person.for,tlJe:sameelectio~, .... :>,:"· :,: . 
. . ... ~ .. -., .... ,' . ~ "·~·:··~:J:"·:t(··(:'r:'\~'-',.::'· ." 

· . ;:'.-J~l!i.itier~.·arei 10 registered itoters'who reside in .. the,.· 
.' .'. '.' same' constituency as ·the candidate and who are 

wiliingto.nQminat,e him.for.'th,e-elect]on.-. 
12' .,' . 

. ' ".-
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-.1.-.(61 ,,-The',noniirilition ·form· to):ieTsiJbsCiibed toby the,:'· , 
" . candidate and. the.nominatOrs·contain the fol.bW-:·:)·· . 

. '.' ",~~,.~~~~.;~~t.i~~~ .. ' ;' . , .. :~~;;:~~;;: <~?:.-. < I' I; <r;/;:"~< .~:.~: 
.' (al. ·.:rh~,.nan:te,.address . anti: OCCUpation of the ,-

'. .~.,' .. ,.' cand·idate. ....... .... . 

<. J: .. ! !~~E~~~!,qff!cer, " .,. ;', 
2. ,,' The Supervisory Presiding Officer ... ';.' 

: !; ... \. .t. . . 
3. The Presiding Officer 

r. 
• (i . , 

,: I j t ' .• 

4. The Poll ClerklTeller . .... '. '.,'" ..... ". 
~-' ! ~ .. ,'. -;,:. - ... ---~ ... ," ;-.:';'i.j.~:. ". :t" ';'J.' iJ :-;' . 
. 5. ' .The Returning Offiw' ." .... 

13 
L--______________________ __ 

.. 6.· .. ThePollOrderly.·,'" ',;.!,,; ," <li 'I", 

: ..... 

The functions·:of ·the ,officials. are 'as follows:-

(al The Electoral Officer: 

(i) To locate .a polling station near the 
voters alloted to it. 

(iii) To ensure the Sl\fe custody. of all 
'. :eleetaral materials ... 

(ivl To indicate the persons entitled to vote 
at a centre. 

i " 

(vI To IiIform "vOters . about the day imd 
hours fixed for the poll. 

(vi) To publish by displaying the full nBmes, 
addresses and occupations of all nomi· 
nated persons before election day (In 
the case of the December, 1990 Local 
Government Election - on NO'/eIri)er 
15, 19901. 

(vii) To provide ~ination papers for c:andi
da1es anc! voters.. 

(viiil To appoint a conwnient date for elec
tion if a nominated candidate dies. 

(ixl 

(xl 

To issue instructions to other officials 
appointed by the commission with 
regard to the performance of their 
functions. 

To validate the nominations made. 

14 
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(xii To supervi. the conduct of an election. 

" (b) The Supervisory Pl8siding Officer: 

He oversees the work in 10 polling stations 
and ensures that materials are available and 
that everything is correctly done. 

!c) _ lJ'Ie Pl'IIIidiQg Officer: . _, ' ' Ii" 

,AI-,q,,(i) ;.;~~ j~'.-~ .. :9( "the junior 
electoral staff. . . 

(ii) Checks the voters register to ascertain 
if voters are entitled to vote in that 
particular centre. 

(iii) 

(iv) 

. , 

Assists blind, incapacitated and illitarate 
voters to Cast 'their votes. 

.~/. 

"''""\1':. 

Regulates the admission of voters to the 
Polling Station. ' 

(v) ,Orden tha removal of disorderly persons 
from the polling station. 

, Cd) The Poll ClerklTeller: 

(I) AaIItI and &ICii lIIint pollresulU. 

(iil Dellvan IrillIIIrieIs for elections. 

(iii) Superviles the Polling S~ 

(e) The Returning Officer: 

(i) Collateselection results 

-Uil DeIiver1 all documents relating to the 
conduct of the election to the Electoral 
Officer. 

15 

--------------- - --- ---- ----

'o,.:",(jii)-. Closes ,the ,~II,~ ~~ appo\nf:ed time. ' ' 

(iv) Adjourns the poll in case of riot or open 
violence, 

(v) Sends a copy of, the statement of the 
resu It of election to the Commi ssion. 

,~If) , , Poll Orderly: , . N!, 'j:'; ;-;":':::l~'_ 't e '.- , ,) "-,,,
~~ .. i;;:!; i~{.~ .:. :-0. :. ··.Jl:~'-~·"":· ( "'",,' ' . .-

, 'R'e!iu"ates'tlie~tj~rflO,:ers i!,-_,~'out ; 
of palling booths. ,. '- .. ,- " 

, ... 
16, POLLING' AGENTS: 

-.,: .... ,;' 

• 'f., -. I' 
,I' } 

" .... "'~' .. ;-,. .' " . 

_ Each candid~te is entitletfto"2 po!lingagents. Alth~ugh,-' , , 
the ,agents-are not :~plo~i.\?r.aPP?in~ by tile ". \ 
electoral Commission 'their., presence ·at'polling stations 
helps to prevent electoral malpractices that could I'(l8r 
the entire process. ,'_, " • " . _ ,,' _ 

Palling agents are appointed by.'the Poiitical Parties and 
attached to sponsored candidates of the Parties on 
polling days, Notices of, their appo.intments are usually 
brought to the attention of the Electoral Officer at least 
6 days before the election day. Such a notice ,is expec· 

, ted to' be given toN E C on" DeCember!"!:: 1990 fiJi the ' .. 
. forthcomi~ Local Government£JectionL ;.,;) ;r,r! j' .: .... ! 

: ... !'. • . ' .. " ( ..~ -' .. ~ 

The polling agent is not expected ,to ~rll!lr:1e~ with" the 
conduct of the poll. He is there to observe activities and 
protect the interest of the candidate he, repre~nts, Any 
misconduct on his pa~ will..be checked ~y the'~nisiding 

. Officer. . " ," .. ';.' f1:(." .~I1·. i ,#,~q'. ~. 

17, VIOLENCE IN POLITICS: ' 
~.~ . '. :!.~ . '. 

In the new dispensation, electoral violence is outlawed, 
The voter should familiarise himself .,with the rules 

16 
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. against violence so that he does not breach them. A 
voter must ensure that he is not present at illegal rallies. 

In this regard, the voter should note the following:-

(1) That a political rally is illegal if the party organi
sing it does not possess a permit authorising the 
rally to hold, 

(2) A. partY. mUst·'.be Issued· with, a . license which 
. authorises.ittD.tiold,a rally at least 24 hours before 
• " t. I" \r·~·,j".I:!'· -.. _.,... , 
,··the tske.off'tifriep ·r~·.",,:~::·· 'l"y, :.t'~ .~_ \ -,' •. ;:,:.:' ... :, . 

", . ". !:- .' 1 :. ' 

To obtain a license for a political rally or proce
ssion, a party h!'5to:-:- . . . . .' , 

.- (a) . Submit';;; :applicatiiin 'to the CommiSsioner ok-' 
'. ':Police' ·'of.'.the.Statein which the _rally .. or.', • 

. ··-:·procession·istcnllke place: ;:-,.~':', . .-.. :, ,,-':-" 
f·" • • _. • • -.' - • . .' 

(b) The'~ppli~ationis~~;n~~the~ate, time, - . venue, and the' names of persOns schedu led to 
speak at the occasion, . ,. 

I ":-:;'\-"'(j':' ~-r • . !1'·, '. ':i :'!·i. :.:" ~ 

(c) The application' is to ~each me Commissioner 
. of Police 72 hours before the take off time of 

. ~. 1heevent.:. ,:': ... '. '," - ! ..... !:" J, 

...... --:r'· .:: .. ;~::f~lJi~·.,· ,i h. 'I :'~:~;"-:. : ' .. ;.; . , ;_ 
(3) That a voter' ~st'~ot -be -in possession of any :. 

offensive weapon or missile at a. rally, Offensive 
weapons and misSiie~ inClude:-' 

. I' .r_.: .~'';;' .... ~ ... ~.;;~~ .:;",~.:. _, ~.~ -f 

.. (a)" Gu'r:i, Rifle,' Cannon, Carbine, -Machine gun;, 
. "" Cap gun, F lirit - lock gun, Revolver, Pistol; 

Airgun: Air pistol or other firearms (whether. 
whole or in detaChed pieces). . 

. _----
(b) Bow and arrow; spear, Cutlass, rnatchet, knife, 

. ',1':, daggar,axe, cudgel, horse whip, wood, metal, 
stone, tear-gass, corrosives, inflamable subs

'17 
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,'. ,,-

...:.!.ll ,,'.; .~'L;tances or: any other··,thing that ,is capable of 
. . .inflicting injury, 

(4) That it is an offence to threaten or cajole any 
person at a rally or procession, 

, ! .'.J., '. .' • . I' • 

<,~ ;!~i :.:f.jI~,~a~x)o~!i)PI!(~allt~~<~#~ ~~ligiqu'~ 'sectional 
. .!>r;,e~~!~~~.il~~P.!!~s" ISc.t!I~~'~'i ~s_a./~~!t, a rally 

cannot hold at any plate,deslgnated for' religious 
worship. .I~":"_ .... ~. _. _. ,.. "~ 

... --' ........ ' .• ,,. , .·~~x;~;.'·,.: . ", ,,: ... /.~~, .~':~:-.~.'.,: .... ~ .. ' .... --. 
'(6) That it is an offence to hire persons for the 

. purposes of providing security or protection as 
bodyguards at. p?!itical rallies and processions. 

".' -, , ' 

(7) That masquerades should not be used to-harrass 
or intimidate opponents. 

(8) That no abusive, intemperate, slanderous or base 
languages shou Id be used at rail ies. 

, , . - " ~, . 
(9) That ,banned and disqualified persons .cannot 

addrllss rallies or proce~ons. In addition:-' '.. - ~ '. 

' ... ~. :, . ," 

(a) the use of photographs or portraits of banned 
or disqualified persons at a rally is unautho
rised. 

(b) No ref~rence should be made to them during 
campaigns, 

(lQ That a police offiCe; ;)fthe·rank of Inspector and 
above or its equivalent in' the State Security 

18 



to \1i::~f':;$e-rV1ce'i:cin-'Stnp a-rally Wh~ vlOlates_the-n~ 
ssary conditions for its Peaoeful conduct . 

18. ELECTORAL OFFENCES: . ;", 7 

In order that a voter does not breach any of the rules 
and regulations in the electoral laws, it is important to 
understand those activities that constitute electoral 

:\ ;~;,'.. . theJ'~~~~~~.w.,,~ ..• ~.," •• ,..,-~:;-:.:;~:,' 
-·,··.(ji~ov'J . 

IJf;S;;33;W~?;~~~~~k\9~;-·~_, ,~. . -.' 
! ........ '.' (1) No person shaD vote or attempt to vote if his 
l:harTie is not in the register of voters for the 
!:ward. 

, 
• 

(2) No person shall bring into the po lUng Station, 
Ii . card belonging to another person Whether. 
cir not that other. person Is ·Iiviiig, dead or 
fictitious.' '" . 
..\ . 

(3) ·'No person shall alter or erase any information 
'~" o,{I':<the 'Yoters card or sign more than one 

• nomination for a candidate in a ward. 

(h. No person shall use threat, intimidatiOn or 
. .. 'violence to restrain or refrain a person from 

casting h is votes. 

(2) No person shall by the use of thugs or any 
. othi,r means such as induction, duress or 
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.' . 
" ... 

.' ...., :1 
· ."'~.i,,:.;~;~~I)J;·,~~I~nt qevice or ~trivance.~~. '. _ '. I 

. ,. .' ~/. ~9~.'p~.lkl!po~ ,a voter ,either to :vote or·· - .. , 
. ,_ ". . ,vfraln from.. voting at election. . 
.~ '. . . . , . . 1 

(D) BRIBERY AND CORRUPTION, 
.:~. . . _. ~ 

(al Nope..son.shalloorniptly give, lend.or agree '" .. 
"" ,. :, :~,l~,or !end:an~ :molwy,;or:!,~IILaa.It!~.~ ," 

;.) .~:~ : .. -:{~era~n_~:~.r~:~,a·vo~r~ ;:~',;': '~'.~:'1~~;: ... ~<.:~ __ .. _.~,A •. : ~ 
.. i".:,,·,~§tl:!!-~·"'''-1~\?r:d'''~'--~~~F " 

. ,C ~1"\:·-';"'oil~·lGii'Jnall'ie--"""''';-I#,or. : ...... 'hls··.- '" ';' . . ' _" ... fF'1""" ry.f~'t".;;~,,,, .~~.~:.-~ ... "~-:-~J1_u,.,e!~"~_~~ ~,.....!~. , • r 

' .......• ~ '? .:,'i.~lf'~!l8~,-·agme.OJ:-cx>~;for:llionev, .. 
•. ' ','; ~'.- 1o,8I)S.· ~ice,pl!lQ!, or emp~'(llU!Ilt.for himself 
", .; ".or for ~y.!3therJ)l!~rSC?,~~,!9!80r!lot to 

.' ,', ~)IOte·durll19 ~e eltictlon.. : ",,:' .. 
. ~ ' .• ~\ .. ,:~ '. ..:... .. )P!,/ :j .. ·t:-,~ .. n' ~·.~.,;'r:.p! .~'. /~~~; ·:'~I!;; ::., ). .. ~:.,: :: 

.' '-·POlllNG:;OA)':BF.FENCES;;" <. '';'if : ... " .. ,.;.) ..... ", •. '.;,-< 
· -~, .~','.-.;,~~~~?,~~,:~~,;.~:; .. ...: .... -.... : ' .. ~':' I •.• : •. ; •. ~ .. -~~.:~:. ~:~";~::. 'p , .... ;. 

.. ,"No"peI'sOrl "Stilil! ori the day' iiI.which eJectiOn is held do ....... ' 
· any of the following Bcts"or·things in ~'poliing Statio'n!>~ 

,withi.,:" .. adistance, of ,:?OO·meters 91 /I polling statiqiJ:~ 
~\..1. "'. ;! ';." '" '.' ._' ~~f·t. ,:~. 'r:-f1 _ {~'! ,..; : ~ r ....... 

( l)"'~Canvass for·yotes.~ .,.; ... ~1,.c.I,J::~~'~':"~<\~' ~~~~. ", , .. ',; c1 ~ .~ . 
. I. • _ ' •• ,.- , ' ••• ,,, __ ";;" ... '. '. .' 

.' : i!·. J.. II .":.' :, ~ ~ . _ 

(21 Solicit t!le.vQ~.of .• my .. vo.~r1.) " .• :",;;(;",:>:,:' ': "j .' 
. . '. < .. \ ·~~~f< ~"-·,.k ~': :;. ~/- ,~~) -:":! ;~t"'j ~~'~~-;/': ""-3 

(31 ,Persuade alll' voter not '10' vote for anY'particular 
.' :~~candid_a~4'. ,~,.:.~.!_:~. <}::4", : .. _~.::..~I:~~,.~. ;>:_: .... :~ ~~.~r.~;·;}:~ ~~ ~ 

-+,/, 'f\,-)','IZ ....... ', i·t~.""" ...... 1 ... ",,~,,;r·.,: :+"",,'1'''' .~_ .. -,{ ~ ."" .... , .. ~ .. _ .. ~ 
_ • ',_. _. ,.:~.,. " .~ .. , w_ .J9 \ ....... _ ....... .... 

,(4):·,pelSliade -eny· voter,"not to vote at·the election: ,-
. . " t-:. -r ~.'-:j'.~·I··I: .:-:: . .: .. ' .. ::1, .. · :'~,;' 

(5) : ,Shout, slogans coIJcernin9 election :-' - "J:' 

(61 
.' '. • ."-. • h, '~~'::l!' . 

Be In possessIOn of any offensrye weapon or wear 
any dress or have any facial' or other decoration' 
which in iany event is calculilted to. intimidate 
voters. 

.' ."' , - : ' .. 
Exhibit, wear or tender an.Y notice, symbol, sign, 

20 



~"! • 

I ' '-. 
..... ' -. 

1{ 
I"~ 

. ,.,,-ttokefl;r~,1DgriIP/l:~P!itv .-cird~~ i~ -the'~., :' :; 
., '. election . - ._ ... .Il

t 
•. ·.h,\~· (. ., ," . I~e ".' ... 

I, 

:;~ , 

I~~-
I ... I 

I r 

, , . '.' .'-:~~'''''Jf-.~j'.:. ;',' ;::"\'~:'l~'l~'~:~;~';>" .... < .,' 
. ,(S) Use any wh.k:le bearing 'the colour or symbol 'o{'- . 

, a politic'al PartY by any.means whlitsoi!ver';. '_ -, -' "': 

(9) . Loiter without lawful excuse after voting .. or after 
. having been refused to vote,' . 

" (10) ConwneOr-ho~'::~ an"v'~ub;i~~eiinlior' 
(\' , : • 0 :< u:nlesS'. ~iiili:liii':'th'eilawq,liI'IIti!:8iiy 1nega' .' 
I.' ' . :::-~p~.t~1iflfi!i!"0I')iWbllc 4iddniaS .-eppntus for,-
t " .. ' -'''''''''th 1 ..... tiiiOle~>(-"""'-=--..... ,'~ -.:..~ - " 
.. ~.~ ... ' '\.. :... e ~ .• u.~"nIUUJf9:~Grt"'UUnQ!lIIC"na;· concer· . .. .. 
F:' -: '. -·".viling'lI'li~ilealOn~~lr,,""'~.-r>'tO, 'I;j~ ,", ",-'. '. 

!~ ....... o..:-;-... !"-: .:" ... '~r;t' , .. ::··j·"-..~(:~.:'i~~:~'\t':":::-~j.~·,·c.--." ". 

I
i i""', (11) Wear or, ca~rY -any. badge: p;;~, ~b'l.n~e;:: fiitg' -0':-- . 
;'. . symbol relating toa poliiicalpaity to 'the election'; '-, 

J: .,' , -;",., ' •. , "! :' - :'. '. " .' . , ";', I. :. • • ',' .' 

'I, " 19, . E-LE criOlil' ,TRIBiiN ALS."~~: "',"'-:';". ;: n;-. '" ,<i., "',, ""i' )-•. 
.... 1l:.;1i:: 1;·1,~~".:~:-i:J'~~:}·t.-~:~· ,~; ';·;'j.OV· .;.-~tc.:': ~""I;'~'-: ••. :·",· > 

. A: votei' ~ho lsdi~iihki w.th~~m;; m8~~~~'~fan ,,: 
election 'or with the result of the election should not· 
reSort' to. violence, "-Viollirice 'can neller: '01'\ ~ts own alter' t 

'- an election resul~, T.he aggrieved voter sh'ould· rather' 
:make his coinplaints:kriowrr~.nrthe'~ocar'Governm'ent '.; 
Election Tribunal set up to resolve such issues . 

. ,~, . ;;'.' :'~i '. .... '!'~'. '1:' '.~ ';'ti!:":,:f; . 

,_ '. -The voter shOuld remember .that· in 'the past ·thdsri-who - < 

... resoriedto iiio'le.loe:destJ'oV-ei!"JiveS and'prJpel1YE!nlt~--', 
1".- ·~'~T.~!:to},~f~~rt to>r~SoIVe, ... ~iiiiiits.r-~,:-- 7' 

r~,;·., ::rhe' v~~e~ ·-~;u;~-:~~~~ ';;~;:~~:~';~~n Tribiinals:" 
; .""""" ...... ~ ... se:- :.' '. ~ .' " :. : ' 

v.: l .... 'f\V"~ "!!;rJ .. ·/l!f. ~~~~;~!J~} ... .o: 'f' f,.-' jr- ~,:}i.J:·''''';~'¥:- ", • ,>: 
(a) ·--·E8cti: l"tlbunal'is made "ilp' iff 'a' Ctlliir~n -arii! 2 

-:, other men:mers wh,O' ere' peisons ~f unquestionable' 
integrity' and who have' not been involved in 
poli~ics. 

\" ,., ., , " .. , , 
-21 '.' ' .. '-
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, . 

(b) T~e Q1pirman $hqll be a person who has held the . 
ott ice qf a Judge of the High Court or ia""allfied 
to hold such offiCQ. ',i, ~")"" " 

(c) qre qf the mem~ers shall be II legel p,ractitioner 
~ho hilS been so qu alified .for 5 YIIl!rs while fhe 
SI/!=Onq (Tlember shall be II non-member of the legal 
p,rofes~lon. . . .. , ',', 

, 1 ' •. :...:' :.- ".,', '~;',." ",01 • ./'·..,r" 'C' . 

(d) lIIe 9?:'I:!~Jaints ~ ,t!le.<votBf 1ha!IM d88!t.' with' 
within '3 month-s.· -. " .. ,7WC!" ; .• , ,m:I,I,U,t, 

_ ',o~1:' 1 ..... · .... I .... -·.;I-o·~.~,· .. ·i .. ,~.·I~ ..... _ 

91~) ':If'th:Q~'-iici~lfiecFWf;h':'tI;~VaiBitt'~fthe 
tribunel, he is allowed to make an appciiif'iO'tha 
High Court of the State. 
. , 1,:' ': ,.'~:"., ;.','..... ..: 

In order that a colTlllaintis prolTlltly handled, tha 
voter should:-

. .. #'.'~ ,', • ..s. .. d Y I A }it,-t 1!,·,i!"-:-:":!':-:: f.~ ~;;~' .... : ~.::!~' S. 
Z '.' (1) Present hk~corilpiaintS-asan elecdonp8tition • 

·(2) . En'sure thilt tha petition ii filed not later than 
": one month after-the election .. 

, ' . . ' . 
Persons who can present an election petition 
before the tribunalare:-' , 

(a) A voter who vOted In the oo'nstltuehcy 
, 'from wher8 the grievence .I-."{ -

, . 
-j~'" J.;I>', >. .' :.-.,,~. "";' ~-i 't' .. ~ ....... ' -t., .• )./ ~,," 'I) 

(b) A voter Who was actually a Cllldldate at ',' ··theelectiona.' .•.. , ",' , '; 
I .~. ~ E', r •. f' .' i"~:;" . 

(c) A YO. who d ld not con18St the election 
but who dalms to have right II hIM! 
con~ the electiOns. 
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20. RE~ALL: 
,"';',.' ", ", . ~ '. -; .. 
In the past, many voters were disenchanted with our 
political systam because there was no provision to 

'enabl8- them to remOve 'from office en elected official 
, .Wh;llseti:..Hoiin8nc8'~ unS!itisf.actory. ~ " " 
. :, .... ;9; 9if11{:_1')~-:;"'<"'!1,,"on (, :~·.i·: '1,: ..... -l·~., .. f .. f· . ,.. 

The new 8Iec:torel II\IISterTt'" .a~ ,UUs' ~e and • 
, orovided efaaDr.& ,with 1in easy fnsIhcid to handle the ',':' 
,'~at~'ThiSiii'k·nJi.JR'as·theff~JJ;S~~. ~d: ;;::," , 

.r. ,; .. _ " \ i ' .• ~·'.)'1 ~ .• ,'.,' 

. Jtrt!w¥~'2.~ J~')\rJ!W:~~1Br ~~~~, k.~ ~, 
",'" 'f.'lI .. ~: ,;. ,1"11 ,): ,,:-,:,:,;::,;,,;,;::,!,,", ':", : 

( 1) Thet 8 vote of no-cOmldenee has to be passed on 
'-jJ,1heaff8ctedofficiali'I':':'r'(~r,'!" tL':" ,- , 

. '4.;-.' . : 
(2) Thet a petition indicating the lOss of confidence is 

,signed and submitted,to the chainnan of NEC. . ~ ~ . ., 

.. (3) ,Thet the Petition ,is aigned by half, 'the number of 
registared voters in the constituenev of the affec' 

, ' ted offi~ial. ':, -, ' . ' 
~~1.·: .. ~ .!:<:~': rj-:-·~·,--:. t. .. ;;£j. .... ;1 .. f ... ;l 01;" "~.i' I 

14) Thet within,90 days ,of,#1e,receiptof the petition, 
NEC will organise a' iiiterendum' where all voters , .::' .' ,,', *1 -the :CX)n~encywiU h~ ,an opportunity to 
approve or disapprove of the petition, ' 

.' i .... , . 

(5) Thet the mermer will be recalled i.e. remOved from 
offICe if at'the referen,diim ~~'5imp Ie majority of the 
voters approve the petition. "' 

;. ", ~ . ~ .' ~ . 

EDITOR'S NOTE: 
, I 
The purpose of this pamphlet is to simplify the laws and 
materials for elections. Although the contents cover many 
areas they are by no means exhaustive .. For the local govern
ment elections scheduled for DecentJar 1990 the electol'll18 
should in eddition,to this pamphlet refer to: ~ 

(a) The Nigerian Constitution. " 

,(I)): ,Tt.~ El8ctorel Act. 

(e) All relevant Decrees especially the Local Government 
(Basic Constitutional and T rensitionaJ Dec:ra8s "0 1 5 
of 1989, No. 2B of 1989 and 25 of 1990)., " 

(d) 'Guides to Electio? Participants NOL, ','''';6 idled by 
NEe.. 

Further enquiries should be directBd to: 

The Ed itor Publicetions. 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS DEPT.' 
NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION 
2, King Geage V Road, 
Oniken, lagos. 
Tel: 01-634814 
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