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Reparation and Rehabilitation

® he Truth and Reconcifiation Comenission
has unveiled a five-point plan for repara-

B ton and rehabilitation, mcluding Individual
Reparation Grants (IRGs}, symbolic reparation
and comrunity rehabilitation programmes.

The plan also incorporates Lrgent Interim
Reparations and institutional reforms. The
proposals, drawn up by the TRC’s Reparation
and Rehabilitation Committee, have been
tabled at a meeting of the full Commission
but still need to be fully discussed with gov-
ernmment before they are finalised.

The Promotion of National Unity and
Reconciliation Act broadly defines reparation
as including *any form of compensation, ex-
gratia pavment, restitution, rehabilitation or
recognition”,

After intense debate the R&R Comumittes,
chaired by Ms Hlengiwe Midhize, refined
these guidelines into a proposed policy for
rehabilization and reparation with five com-
POTETHS:
¢ Individual Reparation Grants, which will

be part of an individual financial grant

scheme;
¢ Symbolic Reparation, which will help
comumunities to commemorate together

“the pain and victories of the past™;
¢ Community Rehabilitation Programmes;
¢ Institutional reform, designed to prevent

human rights abuses from happening

again; and
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¢ Urgent Inferim Reparations, which have
long been under discussion in the TRC.

The R&R's proposals were developed
arcund several principles identified by the
Comindssion, which were that reparations
should be: development-centred, simple and
efficient, appropriate in cultural terms, com-
munity-based, and must promote healing and
reccnciliation as well as capaciiy-building in
cornmmunities.

It is proposed that individual reparation
should take the form of a scheme under
which each victim of a gross human rights

violation will receive an individual, annual
financial grant for a period of six years,
Most of the value of the grant would

Continved on page 2
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he TRC's proposel thot there should be Individual
Reporation Grants for vicims ond sundvors of
gross human rights violotions mods the biggest
news when the Commission revealad irs policy last monih,
The proposal is still under discussion with the govam-
ment, which has not yet soid it accepts the idea. Howsver
the pronosal — os prasented o the gevemment by the
TRC —is that eoch victim who is sill olive shauld receive
an Individual Reporation Gront twice o yeor for o foic! of
six years, If o victim hos died, then the grant would be
divided equally among relativas or dependans.
The emount of the grant wouid vary beiween a fotal
of R17 000 o yeor and RZ3 000 o vear, if Parlioment

accepted the idea. The purpose of the gront would be
to meet neads such os medicol, education, housing and
ofhers, but the bosic reason for moking o grant is 1o
acknowledge the suffering coused by o gross vilotion
of 0 person’s rights.

fiost of the value of each gront would acknowledge
suffering. Howsver, poymants would he “topped up” —
to the moximurs level of R23 000 o yaor — for these
who have many dependanss, for those fiving in rural
ares o long distance from services and for those who
Iive: in places where the cost-oHiving is high.

The groat is intended to provids resources to victims
to help restore their dignity. It will be accomponied by

TRC PROPOSES GRANTS

odvice to help those who receive it o maoke the best
Use of the rasources.

Four of every ten people who made stutements fo
the TRC asked for maney fo improve the quality of their
lives. Nine of every ten asked for services which they
could pay for if money is made availahle, such os edu-
cation, medical care ond housing.

The overage poyment of R21 700 is linked 1o over-
age ennual income of a South African housghoid 1997,
The Commission considared using the poverty ling of
R15 000 us its averoge payment, but rejected this iden
becouse it would condemn vicims to o life of neor
poverty. 17|

From page 1

acknowledge the suffering caused by the
gross violation of human rights experienced
by a victim, However, people living in rural
areas, where it is more difficulf {0 access ser-
vices such as health care, and those with
many dependants, could receive higher
grants. Past compensation granted as a direct
result of the viclation would be deducted.
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Apologies to Hlengiwe Miize for
omilting her cvedit in our 108t issue,

Symbolic reparation conjures up images
of monuments, but cowld take the form of a
variety of other mesasures. It may include
the erection of memorials and monuments
on both national and local levels, as well as
the identification of & “Day of Remem-
brance”,

On a more individual level, symbolic repa-
ration could also mean assistance to individ-
uals in obtaining death certificates and final-
ising outstanding legal matters, or clearing
their pames from criminal records. Vietins
may be eligible 1o have relatives exhumed
and reburied, or in some cases (o receive a
headstone or tombsione.

The R&R Committee has further recomi-
mended that streets and cormunity fagilities
should be renamed to reflect and honour
individuals or evenrs in communities. Tt iden-
tified & need for culhwally appropriate cere-
mories i cerlain communities, which could
in some instances include cleansing cere-
monies. The Committee believes local and
provincial authorities should arrange such
ceremenies in close co-operation with faith
cormunities and cultural and community
organisalions.

Community Rehabilitation Programmes
hinge on the main pelicy principle that repa-
ration should be development centred, 10
empower individuals and communities to
take control of their own hives. It therefore
implies the provision of sufficient knowledge
and information about available resources 1o
vietims though a participatory process.

The Comntiee states clearly in its propos-
al that providing individuals with resources
o access services is not enough as these ser-
vices are in many cases “unavailable, inac-
cessible or inappropriate”. It also notes that
entire communities have been subjected to
svstemic abuse, and may suffer from post-
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traumatic stress svmptems. The proposals
make provisien for rehabilitation pro-
gramines at community and national levels.

Among the categories of community reha-
tiliration recormmended are heakth care, men-
tal heaith care, education and housing, A pro-
grammme 1o demilitarise the yourh who have
come 10 accept violence as a way of resolving
conflict 15 inchided under emotional heaith
care. as 1s a mud-disciplinary programme
involving all ministries and departrents to
reseltle the thousands of “Infernal” refugees
driven fromi their homes due 1o political con-
fict. The Comundttee further proposes mental
health interventions on commmunily level, as
well as specialised trauma counszeling ser-
vices and famdly-based therepy. It calls for
housing projects in communities where gross
violations of hwman rights led to mass
destruction of property and/or displacement.

AT these programmes would make provision
for the establishmen of services and activities
in the community, gimed at promoting the
healing ard recovery of individuals and com-
munities affected by violations.

The Committee also identified two other
components of reparation: Urgent Interim
Reparation and institutional reform. Limited
financial resources will be made available to
peop:e In urgent need, to enable them 10
access appropriate services and facilities.

Institutional reform overlaps with the
broader aims of the Comunission, including
measures designed to prevent the recur-
rence of human rights abuses, for implemen-
tation in a wide range of sectors such as the
judiciary, media, seeurity forces and busi-
ness. Recommendations of a legal, adminis-
trative and insttutional nature, 1o ensure the
development of a human rights culture in
South Africa, will be included in the Final
Report of the TRC. ]




Aid for Victims

_.-Hlenglwe Mkhlz_ '

he publie spotiight. over the last 18

months hag heen on the high-profile

activities of the TRC's TTuman Righls
Violalions  Coermumnitice  and  Amnesly
Committee, But during this time, members
ol the Reparation and  Rehabilitation
Commillee have been working largely
behind the scenes on whal is arguably the
Commission’s most imporlant long-tenn
product. - proposals to help the victims
and survivorg of the gross human rights
violations which happened in the years
LU60 10 LY,

Thig fealure reports in broad oulline on
the “Proposed Reparalion and  Rehab-
ilitadion Policies” of the TRG, a document
drawn up by the R&R Commitice which
has been tabled al the Commnussion and is
now being discussed with government.,

Readers should nole that the proposals
arc snggestions or recommendations from
the Commission al. this stage, They are
stbject to debate and change. Whoen the
Jommission makes its final proposals to
government, they may be accepted, but
they may also be amended or rejected,

So whal is proposed hoere is what the
Comimission would like to see happen, and
whal the Commission belicves is a jusli-

""Report:s by‘Chrls_ielle Terreblunche nsslsted by Commissioners
cll_ |rperson of the R&R Commmee und Wendy Orr.

lied, responsible policy. Bul in the end it
will be ap to the President, Cabinel and
Parliament o make the linal decisions,
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Ms HIPJH]I'JU(’ Mitize, chairperson of
the R & R Commilliee

n estimated 14,000 stotements

from people who have suffered

gross human rights violations are
expedied by the TRC.

About one in five of those who hove
made statements have appeared af pub-
fic hearings countrywide, hut the state-
menis of the rest have gone through the
same process of corroboration and scrufi-
ny so fhat the Commission con dedore
them victims of gross human rights violo-
tions during the apartheid years.

Now these peaple are being assessed
by the R&R Commitiee fo delermine
which reporations they will be eligible
for. For these purposes, vicims are
defined by the Committee to include
their relatives ond dependants.

The Committee is proposing that rela-
fives and dependants are defined os:

PRt

* A parent {or those who acted in place of
a parent};
e A spouse (according to customary law,
! common low as well us religiovs and ﬁ
i indigenous low); %
o (hildren {either in or out of wedlock or
adopted); i
e People the vidim has or had o custom-
ary or legal duty o suppert.

tify beneficiaries of both Urgent Interim
Reparation and final reporation meo-
sures.

ﬁ These definifions will be used to iden-

WHY REPARATIONS?

ven before the beginning of the TRC,

the relationship hetwoeen justice, repa-

rations and amnesty was a holly-debal-
od and controversial issue, particularly
among victims ol apartheid violalions,

The preamble Lo the
National Unity and
slales clearly that one ol the TROS objec-
tives should be to provide Tor the *t
measures amned at the granting of repara-
tion 1o, and the rehabililation and ihe
regtoration of the human and civil digoily,
of vietims of violations of human rights”

Through the Laking of slatements lrom
victima ol violations, the Commigsion has
confirmed thal thousands of people foll

Promotion of
Reconciliation  Act

taking of

victim to killing, lorture, abduction and
various forms of severe ili-lreatment. In
recognition of this, the R&R Committee of
the TRO has developed policy proposals
and recommendations 1o cnable the gov-
ernment 1o provide reparations and reha-
bhilitation to individuals and communilics.
One of the main moral foundations (or
reparation and rehabilitation is thal this is
necessary Lo counlerbalance the amnesty
process, The granting ol amnesly o perpe-
trators of human rights violation is so gen-
crous that, withoul cqually generous repa-
ralion measures Lo alleviate the plight of
victims, the process would inevitably
favour perpetrators. Furthermore, victims
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lose the right to institute civil claims
againsl. perpetrators, and necd other
means of compensation.

Another moral argument. forwarded hy
the R&R Commitice is that viclims of vio-
lations have suffered many losses and
therefore have the right to reparation and
rehabilitalion. These could inchude mea-
sures 1o restore dignity and seli-respect. ag
well us Lhe physical and mental well-being
ol victims.

In addition, the present. government has
accopled that it is moralty obliged to carry
the dehts of its predecessors and is thus
respensible for reparalion.

For this purpose the President, in con-
sultation with the Ministers of Justice and
FFinance, will establish a Presidents Fund
from which victims will be assisled in
terms of regulations which will be promul-
gated by the President afler Parliament
has studicd the TRCs proposals.




Restitution — more than mere words

Reconciliation was not merely “nice feelings”, Dr Alex Boraine, deputy chairperson of the TRC,
told a recent conference on media reporting about the Commission. He said restitution was one of the
anchors upon which reconciliation had to be based. This is an extract from his address.

he Commission has a scparate com-

mitlee entitled the Reparakion and

Rehabilitation Committee, This is a
recognition thaf it isn’t goed enough sim-
oy Lo pat people on the head and cxpress
words of sympathy unless it is accompa-
nied by action.

Reconcitiation is not rmerely nice feel-
ings, it is more than goodwill; it musl
always go heyvond words to action. The
kind of reparation we have hoen talking
about is 1ot only the possibility of 4 central
monument. or peace garden where the
names of those who were killed or disap-
peared can be honoured and where [ami-
lies can visil: and remember.

We are talking about medical treatment,
pavchological help, the possibility of schol-
arships where breadwinners were killed in
the conflict, and the possibility of a limited
perisior.

The Commission is only one side of the
coin. The South Alrican governmenl has
pledged the transformation of South
African society which in the end will imove
towards economic justice... Thousands of
South Africans are benefiting from clectric-
ity for the first time in their lives. Every
Lime a light, is switched on it is 4 sign of ree-
onciliation. Every time a tap is turned on it
does much more than provide water. 1t says
o ordinary people, “we care aboul you”.
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The same is true in the educalion syslom
which deliberately disadvanlaged the
black population in South Alrica — it is
being reviewed from top o bollom. Evory
Line a new classroor is buill, every time a
new teacher is trained, every time & new
science laboratory or library is built if
speaks volumes of a genuine commilment
to reconciliation.

Every tiine a simple house is erected so
thal. people whe were squalling in the
bushes can be protected, it speaks not
merely of goodwill; it is a concrete aclion

which helps to reconcile a deeply divided
socicty, Fvery time a clinic Is built so that
people don’t have to walk miles to receive
basic health care it is nol only the healing
of the body bul also of the spirit.

Buring the apartheid era more than
three  million people were  lorcibly
removed from their homes so that land
reform must be and is an cssential part of
reconciliation.

Every time a new job is created il pro-
vides someone with equality in the race of
Tife,

This is why I say that reconciliation wilh-
oul the anchor of restitution is nol merely
false reconciliation, not only a travesty of
justice, but il iz making victims ol people
who have suffered all over again.

The TRC cannot reconcile a deeply
divided society and a socicty still tragically
unequal and filled with suspicion and dis-
Ilrust. Tt can only begin Lo lay down some
foundation stones, some building blocks,
on which the total South Africa will have to
build to create a new (ransformed and
renewed South Africa. 1]

he Amnesty Cormittee of the TRC

is to be expanded 1o more than

three times ils original size to cope
with the huge number of amnesty appli-
calions il has received.

It is estimated thatl the Commitioe will
Twve Lo hear more than 1,600 amnesty
applications al public hearings, and il
has so far heard about 140 — less than
10 percent of the estimated total.

The Commillee, which originally com-

AMNESTY COMMITTEE EXPANDS

prised one five-person panel, will he
expanded to {9 persons i legislation
heing  prepared  {or Parliament s
approved. This will enable the appoint-
ment of six pancls of three members
each to hear applications.

Latest ligures indicate that 85 people
have been granted amnesty, b3 alter
public hearings and 32 after being heard
in chambers. (Cases which do nol
involve gross unman rightls violations are

decided without a public hearing.)

Amnesiy has been refused Lo 39 peo-
ple after hearings and to 43 people in
chambers. I addition, another 2015
applications have been rejected on the
basis thal they do not, disclose a political
objective, the acts comunilted were for
personal gain, the acls fall oulside the
cut-off date for amncsly or the appli-
cants denied guilt. There are 741 appli-
cations in total.

TRUTH 4 TALK




Commissioner: Good moming, ond  welcome,
Mr 8. .. How con £ help you?

Mr M : | om very angry. | came here o whole vear ago
to make my stotement, and [ have heard nothing from
you. | thought you were going to help me with all the
problems | have, but you have done nothing at alf. My son
was tortured and killed, and | hove to bring up his
piphaned children. My wite is sad and depressed ol the
time. When | telephone the TRC from the rural urew where
I live, | just get told fo be patient, so now I've come dll
the woy to fown fo see you.

Commissioner: Well sir, | can see that you are ongry
with us. Let us see what has been done and what con be
done to imprave this sijuation. First of ofl, let me check:
did you receive a letter from us thanking you for making
your stutement?

Mir M: Yos | did, ond it gives the referance number | must
use to ask about it, But it is  long fime since | gat it, and
| began to lose hope.

Commissioner: | understand that. It hos taken us much
longer than we expected fo be able to guther all the stute-
ments, ond shen ta check up on aff of them. Did you know
thet our teom of invastigators goss out to follow up on the
shifernents we get, 1o see what more con be found aut?
In your case | can fell you thot we hove proof that your
son was indeed held in the police cells which you men-
fioned, ond we have found the medical records and the
inquest which confirm your account of fiis death.

Mr M: Well then, if you have proof, why do | have to
wait 50 long?

Commissioner: There are still o few things that have to
happen. Firstly, it may be that the person or persons
responsible for your son’s death have applied for amnesy.
Our cmnesty committee are working very hard to finish
looking at all the applications so thet we can check to see
if any of them concern your son. If that happens you wil
be told, and if the application s to be heard in public you
will hiove the right to attend, ond 1o oppose the application
if you wish.

Mr M: Well, my wite and | would be pleased if that hap-
pens - af lenst we will know for sure who did i, and wil
be uble to foce the person. But what if they don’t apply
for omnesty?

Commissioner: We will still try to idenfify the person -
the “perpefrofor”, fo use the legal word. And if the per-
getiafors hove been nomed, fhen we hove 1o send them
 letrer notifying them that they have the right to respond,
but they must do so within three weeks. Meny such letfers
have alrendy been sent out, and we ure skurfing fo gat the
replies.

Mr M: And then what do you da?

Commissioner: We ure already doing this: o committee

sits with afl the statements, and pulls together all the infor-
myficn, und shen decides whether there has been o “gross
violution of human rights” according fo the low that estub-
fished the TRC (The Promotion of National Unity and
Reconciliation Act).

Some of the sfatements unfortunately do not foll in our
classification: for example, it o person wos killed before
our starting date of March 1960, we cannot consider i,
Or if o person died in an occident, rather than in o polifical
conflict, that also is outside our mandate.

As soon os oll the committes s ready fo make o rec-
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ommendation, it will be token to the Human Rights
Violations Committee of the TR for o final decision.

Then af lost o letter will he sent fo the person who sut
ferad the “gross violation of human rights”, ar the family,
felling them of the decision. That person or family will then
e ohle to apply for “reparntion” - the kind of assistance
that you hove been hoping for.

If the Humen Rights Violations Committee rules that
the event mentioned in the statement is ot a gross viole-
tien within our mandate, o letter will also be sent.

Mr M: But why does it all fake so long?

Commissioner: | know it is very frustrating to hove fo
writ, but we have to make absolutely sure that we hove
got the correct focts. We have fo respond fo your needs
ond wishes, but we are also recording things for the
future, so that people will understond our history better,
and we must try to get it right.

Mr M: But my wife and | ere getting older now, and we
worry uhout what will happen to my son’s children. They
need to get a good education, and we are struggling fo
bring them up with only oer pension.

Commissioner: | understund that, ond | can ossure you
that as soon as you receive your letier, and the form to §ill
in fo opply for reparation, our Reparations and
Rehobilitation Committee will give it their oftention.
People who need “urgent inteim relief” will be ottended
to with particular speed.

Mr M: And what will they do for us?

Commissioner: The finl defails are sfill being worked
out - that is onother thing that has fokan o long fime fo
et just right. But in every cose where someone hos suf-
fered horm hecause of o gross violation there will be some
assistance, and where, for example, there are young chil-
dren, parficular attention will be given to their need for
education.

| hope all this long explanation hus made you feel less

angry,

Mr Mz Well | stil think it has been Far too long, but | can
see why vou have to be sure.

Commissioner: You did tell me af the beginning that
your wife is very sed ond depressed. Is she geffing any
treatment? | think that our Reparation and Rehabilifation
team may be able fo advise her ond offer her same help.

Mr M: | would be glod if that could be done. The loss of
our sen, and the pracess of tolking obout it off over again
hus been very hard for us, but perhaps now things wil
start to get betier.

Commissioner: | om plecsed we have been oble to
axplain the process fo you, ond | hope that soon we will
be sending out the letters to people like yourselves. Go
well, Mr M. .., and be petient with us for a little while
longer.




RECONCILIATION BY UNDERSTANDING THE TRUTH

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission recently has been holding vigorous internal debates
about how to promote reconciliation in South Africu. Recently 0 number of Commissioners and
other members of the TRC's standing committees were asked to make presentations to the
Commission on their views. Truth Talk asked them to eluborate afterwards for its readers.

ommissioner Wynand Malan: Reconcil-

iulion is an approach, not an event. 1t

should he understood in the context
of national unily, which is Lhe charge of
the TRC. We can but make a limited con-
tribution to uncovering all of faclual troth.
But we may be able Lo contribute more Lo
understanding the nature of the conflicts
of the past by reporting on the motives and
perspectives of bolh perpetrators and vie-
Lims of gross human rights violations.

1L is difficult to live with Lhe suffering of
harm, especially so if 1 have no idea why it
was done to me. If may just be a liftle easicr
1 understand whal went on in the mind of
those who caused the suffering even if thelr
motives had no justilication,

Reconciliation is alse the acknowledg-
ment ol the dignilty of victims for long
ignored. Tt restores Lhe individual's capacity
Lo take hold of heeself and to manage the
future and hersell i that fature. Tt reslores
the capacily 1o live with or alongside the
other. 1l allows us, while remembering, to
bring closure (o a chapler in our past. It
cnables us Lo live in Lhe present, making our
life a5 a nulion and our lives as individuals in
a shared future. 1t always remains a never-
crgling process.

Dr Mupule F Ramashala, Commissioner and
member ol the Reparalion and Rehabi-
fitation Commillee:

Reconciliation means different. things to
diflerent, people, ranging from issues related
o individual reconciliation Lo nalional rec-
onciliation.

FPor me reconciliation has 1o be concelved
al several difiereni Jevels. First there is indi-
vidual reconciliation, involving perpelralor-
vietin interaction. On this level several
isgues are al stake: perpetratoryictim inter-
action wilhin the same conuunity where
people have been turmed against one anoth-
eras a function of eilther political party con-
Mlict or stale securily involvement, such ag
that of the Third Foree. People within come-
munities who have cxperienced such con-
Mlicl need to be hewled and reconciled so
that they may live togelher tree of conflict.

There is also perpetrator-viclim interac-

fion which involves Lhe state scourity forces
like the police and victims who live in diffor-
otk communities. Here the victims have
asked Lor the truth and full disclosure which
Lhen facilitales their own healing process.
Reconciliation al this Jevol is tangenlial
especially since there is very little, if any
interaction between theee bwo principals, At

this level one should examine the role of

perpelrators in the reconsiruction and
rebuilding process of families and commuti-
tics, i particular those  communilies
desiroyed in the struggle,

A second level of reconciliation involves
perpetrators in their own communities,
specifically white perpetrators, Through the
amnesty process, pubdic disclosures of gross
humnan righly violalions
have resulted in the
isolation of perpetra-
Lorg in their comuuni-
(ies, This has a puni-
Live impact and needs
Lo bie addressed as
part  of  the
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TR strategy of ‘forgivencss’, understand-
ing, healing and perhaps reconciliation.
Thirdly, Lhere ig reconciliation a8
demoustrated by aclivilics which involve
development. of disadvanlaged communi-

Livs. This involves  redistribution  of

resources and invesbinent in infraslrue-
lure, amongst others,

[inally, it is imporiant lor white South
Africans to engage visibly and actively in Lhe
process ol ‘healing the nation’ by taking
responsibility for past abuses and showing a
commitinent Lo redevel-
opment of the coun-
Lry.

Dr Khoza Mgojo,
Jomrnissioner and

mermber of the R&R Commities: Ay someone
has suld; “The search for truth s a vilal cle-
ment of homan nature aud withoul this as
primary driving force, humans would be no
hetier Uhan other creatures. Whilst it is most
compelling, the search for truth is, however,
olien @ painful and hurtful exercise. I is nol
a comforluble exercise to discover thal a
great horo was, in fact, a cruel and unforgiv-
ing person.”

There are those who will argue (hat, the lus-
cination for the truth only opels old wounds,
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remurkuble effori to help the molher of a SADF soldzer to Ieurn ubout tlle wuy he dled

s bag, which she was nat allowed fo open,

~that méeting, many teors were shed. -

- and over. These words cupfure
in o nutshell the emotion- -
al turmoil Ihui_ hos been -

P en yeurs ago, Anne Murle Mcﬁregor |os’r_
| et son in:the border operafionial area. His
body: was-sent- home in a-sealed plostic
o became reconcled with the fact of her son's .

- For.ten years, Mrs McGregor has lived with
. The hurdlen of unceriainty, and the pain of hop-

. ing against“hope, that the hody. in the bug
" belonged to-someane else. A few months ago,
- the Cape Town office ‘of the TRC faciliiated o - -
. meefing hetween #rs. McGregor and one of -
. the. ex-soldiers of the SADF who was present
when her-son, Wallace McGregor, wos killed. In -

“The most- significant thing ‘abeut it for me
- wias Mrs McGregor's words, “Hy is rerig dood”
{“He is reafly dead”), whlth she repeated over

causes new pain and exacerbales Lhe sulfer-

ing ol the pasl. There is an eloment of Leuth in
this Lt i is only theough identifying the mis-
Lakes of Lhe past thal we can build the pro-
teclinon of the presenl, and securily Tor the
Muture, I iy true that very often humans have
heen slow learners but that is no exeuse for
dismissing incuiry. We must ask why and we
must learn fron the experienee of the past,
But the trulh can hurei and even though the
search [or teuth is a noble quesl, i should
always De done in a manner that, is compas-
sionate and sensitive, In line with its noble
infentions tis search should be done Lo bring
people logether, rather than drive them apart,
Thig is why the Llitle *Truth snd
Reconcilialion” is so vital A plain Truth

g Ms Pumla Gobodo-MudlklzeIu a member of ihe HRV (ommlnee, writes nbout a
I

. raging vithin her knuwmg Ihm her son dled
and yet not knowing, But when that moment of
truth came, she knew with certainty. She

deulh :
Mrs. Mcﬁregurs story is an. |||u51rullun of -
how individuals dre reconciled .with dlfflcuh- :
dspects of their lives.
- But how does o “natien” hecome reconaled

tesponse does the question -of reconcliation
evoke?

Qur respense. ta these quesimns is deter-
-tined by ‘our moral, political, and emotional .
understanding of our ploce in history. Victims
and survivors of atrocities-are. driven: by the -
memary-and pain aad suffering, rmd the need
lomove: beyond 1he Imgerlng

TRUTH Z TALK

- .1raumu Muny perpetrmors are: drwen by i’ -
desire 1o forget. Oir society is spli between.
- people: who, " consciously. er- submnscmusly,_ :
identify: wih the perpetrators and thuse whn ok
identify wilh victims. -

ly motivated by denial of: the-past. These peo-
ple struggle to dcknowledge heir owareness of

the atrocities committed by the perpetrators. -
hecayse this threafens their idénfity and sense .

. of humanity. Those wha idenfify with the vic-- .
fims embrace the terrible stories brought into
the: pubilc domain, They -either. symbolically - -
“take o the role of the victim; or are.bur-
dened with guilt-for not speukmg uut ngumsi g
alrocities.

with.iiself, and with the post? What kind of .

people’s idenfities in our society, and -seems_io_ _
have. brought the salience of different roles -
and different identities. With these fragmenis
in-our sociely, how do we-build on whal we
have alreddy accomplished, ond use i 1o -

uchieve reconciliation?

Afncuns are encouraged fo see- the TRC not as
o process that-is meant to-henefit one. pulmcu[
porty, hul as.an-important phase in the trans: .
formation of our society. Unil the majority of
 South Africans of alf races, and all politicat per- -
suasions; acknowledge thut there: wos some- -
thing wrong with the poliical pust, that locates
- their place-in hlsiory, there will be-no harrible
- past 10 reflect on, and thersfore nuihmg m ret:
. oncile with, |

Commission could have driven cven greater
divides belween many of our peeple but
with “reconciliation” as “truth’s pariner” it is
degigned 1o heal, unite and comflorl rather
than antagonise. There are some who will
antagonise but T think il is true to say that
thee process of reconciliation has been far
greater Lhan the process of polarisation.

One leels proud o quole the Brian
Mitchel and Trust Feeds conumunity case.
This has gone heyond these two groups,
adding an element of bringing about, a
process of reconciligtion between Trust
Iecds ANG and [P groups. A working comn-
mitiee drawn [rom the lormer rival groups
has been crealed 1o coniinue with the
pracess of reconciliation. il

b z?z"ﬁ;?;‘M ei-f%%é{f-ﬁm-

- The identification with perpetrators is usuul

The TRC, therefore, has had an lmpad on'

There should be o wu'y. in Whl[h nll Smrfh.
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LEFT: Cape Town - Former Avmy
Uenerals and their lawyers of the TRC
Armed Force Heavings, October 1997
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TRC faces huge task ahead

Members of two of the Standing Committees tell Truth Talk readers
ubout the challenge ahead as the commission comes to an end

embers of the Human Righis
M\Tiolalions Committee of the TRC see

their greatest challenge in the com-
ing months as the making of findings on as
many statements from victims, survivors
and their refatives as is humanly possible.

In a survev of Comunissioners’ cpinions,
HEV Committee members were anxious to
give attention Lo the cases of as many indi-
viduals as possible.

This is a huge task — the Commission
has already collected 12,500 statements
and it may end up with nearly 15,000. Each
statement has to be individually corrobo-
rated, then a “pre-finding” is made at
regional level, then the full Commiitee
makes a final "finding” that a gross human
rights viclation has occurred.

Mrs Mary Burton, a Cape Town member
of the HREV Committee, told Truth Talk
that her commitlee’s greatesi challenge
was, “To complete the prefindings as
speedily as possible s¢ that the next step
of making findings can take place and the
people who have made statements can
recelve notification and, where appropri-
ate, start applying for reparation.”

The Right Revd Bongani Finca, head of
the TRC in the Hastern Cape, described
the committee’s biggest challenge in his
reglon: “We have to go back to the tran-
script of our hearings, take each one of the
requests that were made to us and act on
them.

“Those which are linked to the repara-
tion policy will be dealt wirh outside the
TRC process {through structures set up by
government) but those which fall within
cur mandate such as those small regquests
for death certificates, investigations to
establish the truth and meeting with per-
petrators must be taken sericusly and
addressed individually”

Mr Richard Lyster, head of the Durban
TRC office, said their biggest tasks were to
make vigtim findings and “to make findings
in the HRV Committee with regard to per-
petrators, which are properly corsidered,
balanced and above all legally defensible.

“I say this against the background of the
Caprivi trainees’ hearing in Durban, which
in my view is the most important single
hearing that the TEC has and will hold.
Much is at stake for old regime military and

police personnel, as well as members of
the State Security Council, who were
involved in the planning of Operation
Marion.

“We have to consider the matier in
depth, familiarise oursetves with all the
evidence and make a finding which
answers to all the above requirements, but
mostly one that is legaily defensible.”

Mr Wynand Malan, deputy chairperson
of the HRV Committee, agrees on the most
impertant challenge: “The making of deci-
sions on all the deponents’ statements as
to who are victims, as defined in terms of
the Act.”

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, chairparson
of the Commitlee, summed up its remain-
ing task as follows: “To be able to capture
the significant details; to tell the stories in
such a way that our narion will accept
them as part of our commeon history, and
be able to reflect that horror of evil and
alse the exhilaration of the magnanimiry
and generosity of spirit of the victims; and
to come up with viable suggestions about
how we could prevent the repetition of the
evil.”

ation and Rehabilitaiion- Com-
- mittee, the biggest challenge
between now and the end of the life of
the Comimission ig to ensure that once
~the TRC has gone, the government
-looks after the vietims and survivors of
gross human rights violations proper-
Iy
Dr Khoza Mgojo, member of the
Committee, from KwaZulu-Natal, told
Truth Talk: '
“The TRC has raised hopes for repa-
- ralion to the witnesses and survivors
who have come before the MRV
Committee during the hearings. Most

F or members of the TRC's Repar-

Big challenge for R&R Committee

of these people have not even been
found to be victims yet.

“Our Committes has fo make rec-
ommendations for urgent reparation.
The delay has caused more trauma tc
the witnesses or survivors. Victim
findings are becoming an urgent
assignment for our Committee.” -

Dr Wendy Ory, deputy chaliperson
of the Reparation and Rehabilitation
Committee, summed up | her
Comumittee’s biggest challenge in one
sentence: “To get the final R&R policy
recommendations  in front  of
Parlianient before the end of the next
session.”

Dr Mapule F Ramashala, also a
Commissioner on the R&R Committee,
linked the Committee’s -challenge to
the perception that the TRE process
benefits perpetrators of human rights
viplations. “The main challenge she
identified was: “The implemientation
of reparations in an attempt, t¢ demon-
strate to victimg that the TRC cares
for their needs (and not only for per-
petrators, who have already walked
free).” _

Ms Glenda Wildschut stated the
challenge in similar terms: “Finalising
an imnovaiive and implementable-
reparations policy.” 17§ '
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Final Report will ‘kickstart” debate

he Truth and Reconciliation Commission
has gathered masses of information and
covered most of the country in ils quest
to hear the storles of all victims of apartheid.

However, one of the biggest and 1nost
daunting tasks still lies ahead — the comple-
tion of the Final Report, which is to be hand-
ed to President Mandela at the end of July
NEext vear.

The commissioners and other scribes have
begun 1o give flesh to the skeleton guidelines
of the report, which have already been
approved by the TRC.

“The act governing the Commission
requires us to write a report on our work as
guickly as possible,” savs Professor Charles
Villa-Vicencio, the Commission’s national
director of research.

“That report needs to provide, as the act
says, details of the causes, nature and extent
of gross violations of human rights, one more-
over that capiures the perspecuves of victims
and the motives and perspectives of perpe-
trators. This is a massive task.”

Dr Mapule I" Ramashala, the Comms-
sioner responsible for the research depart-
ment, adds: “We have an incredible amount
of information. Now we have o start
analysing it so thal we can respend to the
mandate of the cornmission, which is to pro-
vide as full a picture as possible of the peri-
od under investigation.

“However there are some Hmitations to
the information we have, for instance the
fact thal we have too few statements on
hwman rights viclations from Kwazulu-Natal,
particularly from the Inkatha Freedom
Party, The same applies 1o the leadership of
the liberation moverents.”

Dr Villa-Vicencio explains that the
Commission is drawing on various sources
for its report. “These include the extensive
stalement-taking process {mere than 12,500
hwman rights violations statements to date),
statements from political parties and Lbera-
tion movements, the South African National
Defence Force (SANDF), NGOs, research
nstitutions and a range of individuals within
state structures and civil society.”

Marerlal has also come from special and
event hearings, such as hearings on the health
and media sectors, and on events such as the
Bisho Massacre of 1993, the Seven-Day War
of 1990 In Pretermaritzburg, the Moutse con-
flict of the 1980s in the former Transvaal and
the Trojan Horse kilimgs in Cape Town.

Masses of data have also been oollected
from amnesty applications, from the archives

€6 e met a range of people —

NGOs, investigative Journalists,
acadeinics and others, and

asked them to tell us what had
huppened in their regions, and
above all about those events that

were in danger of slipping oul
of the common memory. 79

Prof Villa-Vicencio,
TRC director of research

of bodies such as the National Tntelligence
Agency and the Nationgl Archives, and from
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- fions in the TRC's Finl Regort will be imple- -
mented, ho mafter how good the reporf, srzys-'

. Howeve, be stresses tha everything p0551h!e s
being done to moke the report widely accessibla. -
“We cre writing it or the brood South African

public, and af the same fime uf o level fo ensure -
- it pedle in government, and private secor struc-
ures. and NGOs, ‘will be able To pmk this up {md :

© dnstnce; could fokeover” - B
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the Commissions closed
nduiries.

Orne of the biggest tasks will be pulling the
enormous amount of material together, says
Professor Villa-Vicencio. “We cannot do our
work in a vacuum, In addition to our own
dara, there are alveady in existence huge data
bases and superb books giving us the context
within which the events have taken place.”

One of the research departments first
activities was organising 15 to 20 workshops
all over the country.

“We met a range of people -- NGOs, Inves-
tigative jowmalists, academics and others,
and asked them to tell us what had happened
m their regicns, and above all sbout those
events that were in danger of slipping out of
the Common memony.

“We now have pages of chronology, and we
have a fairly clear understanding as to what
happened. So we are locating our primary data
into this material and integrating the two.”

Aslked whether putting together the report
involved controversial moral and other judg-
ments, Professor Villa-Vicencio mnsisted that
the report-writing is a process: “This has been
a particularly contested activity, involving ail
sorts of people in TRC, with different views.
We have been holding workshops on regional
level and with conumissioners to try to reach
understanding on the methodoelogy and on
the values which will underlie the report.

“We have now agreed on an outline for a
four-volume report, which is not cast In stone
but is nevertheless a well-debated, estab-
lished outline. We have consensus to procesd
with the integration process.”

There will be more consultations around
the country, especially ahead of writing the
most contested chapters: “Evervone will get
the opportunity to brainstorm these matters,
The research department will listen, and
come up with a proposal.” 75|

investigative

Repori to be w:dely uccesmble

“We mfrend- co‘mlng_ up'nu‘f-wﬁhjnbsvu_cr PrOpOS-
als; but Tairly comprehensive. suggastiors concem-
ing for instance: the jusfice Sysfem, archives and
reparations. it will not be an acodemic freetise.
Acodemics- il -cificise i — - wnl! give Them_- :

-~ somethiing 3o do for years fo come.”

o the end, says Di VillsVicendo, ﬂ}e'_mﬁst the -
“TRC can dai-is o open- up debote: "We.<an kick-
“start . piocess; fo provoke discussion an. recom: -
mendafions-which govemmen? and cl\nl souefy for




he TRC's public hearings for victims and survivors of human rights violations,
8 which had a dramatic impuct on South Africa’s people, came to an end recently.

In these aridles, the four regional offices of the Commission reflect on the
importance of the hearings for them.
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Focus on pain: Medm members captwre painful moments of slain MK combatam‘
Ashley Forbes’ sister af a recent hearing in Cape Town.

he most imporrant achievement of the

hearings in the Western and Northern

Cape was to open a window for the
public into the workings of the TRC, and to
reveal the extent of the stories of human
rights violations.

The full coverage of the media, especial-
Iy at the start, took this picture into the
homes of thousands of cirizens, showing
themn the fragic experiences of their fellow
South Africans. The hearings enabled us to
hear many who had never been heard, and
allowed people fror all sides of the politi-
cal condlict to relate their experience.

Only abour one in six statements made
1o the TRC could be heard and there was
some resentrnent about this. The selection

process was always difficulr, and was
aimed at achieving several results: to cover
a cross-section of people (old and young,
men and wornen, from all backgrounds and
political persuasions), to demonsirate
even-handedness in relation to perpetra-
tors, and to ensure that encugh checking
of facts had been done, so that the facts
could be presumed to be correct,

Many witnesses seemm to have fell great-
Iy affirmed by the experience. For many it
was the first time they had revealed so
much of what had happened, or the first
time they had been allowed to recount it in
their own words, their own language and
their own way. Some showed an amazing
capacity to forgive their abusers, and 10
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overcome their experience. Others
remained angry, bul for them too it was an
opportunity to speak that anger, and there-
fore perhaps a step on the road to accep-
tance.

The role of statement-takers and
briefers, both full-time and voluntary, can-
not be rated highly encugh. They were the
first face of the TRC for many and they
helped deporents through the painful
process of tefling their stories and dealing
with their feelings.

For individuals, and for whele communi-
ties, the focus on past human rights viola-
tiens was diffienlt, even traumatic. While
the Comimission tried to help individuals,
or refer them to other agencies, it was also
accused of tramping into towns like a cir-
cus, and leaving behind it a wasteland of
turbulence with very littie healing.

In several places, follow-up workshops
have been held with people of the commu-
nity. The limited capacity of the TRC to
effect healing and reconciliation on any
ongoing basis was aclmowledged, and local
energies and determination harnessed to
address this need. The strengths which
many communities developed in the years
of conflict must now be directed towards
the challenge of building for the future.

Travelling across sparsely populated
aregs, taking statements in small, poverty-
stricken towns, made us more aware than
ever of the desperate need for community
reparations. All who suffered under past
discrimination need a new and better
chance to develop their communities.

We iried to reach as many pecple as we
could but were limited by resources and no
doubt there will still be people who were
missed out. But we that when the ful] story
is told, evervone who suffered a "gross vie-
lation of human rights” will at least be able
to recognise his or her own experience in
those we have docurented. 7




fas it because the Eastern Cape has
been the cradle of the liberation
struggle? Or was it because of the
high rate of unermployment? Or was it
because rural cormunites live in a special
relationship of sclidarity where an injury to

one becomes really an injury to &ll? Or wasit -

because people here are particularly curious?

Whatever the reascn, hearings in the
Eastern Cape were community events of a
special kind,

The TRC process began at a time when |
thought people were disillusioned with poli-
tics. Rallies were generally poorly attended.
The publicity given to the rejection of the
TRC process by families of highly-respected
glain herces in this region, was cause for
much concern. But as soon as we began with
public hearings, the massive support of
mainly the oppressed communities was visi-
bly demonstrated,

Wherever we went, people came out in
great nurbers, not to testify, but to listen, to
cry, to laugh, to express their anger visibly, to
cheer and salute the hitherto unsung heroes
and heroines of their struggle.

The TRC mandate may have been to seek
the truth and to lay a basis for reconciliation
or national unity. Hearings may have failed
{0 unearth new truth or to break the dividing
wall of hostility between the races. Bur they
achieved something special for our commmu-
nities. For the first time their suffering was
acknowledged and their dignity restered.
The TRC hearings process became a nation-
al ritual of cleansing. What was done in
secret was placed in the open. Names wera
named and the aura arocund them was
removed. Women spoke in public about

Singer and composer, Peter Gabriel
homours the late Steve Biko with his
song, Biko.

things very intimate to them, and men told
big crowds how they lost thelr manheood.

In our first hearing we wertt out of our way
to demonstrate that the TRC process was
all-inclusive. After much persuasion victims
of liberation movernent atrocities agreed to
testify. But very few white people took part.
Appeals were made theugh religious organi-
sations m particular, for some form of sym-
bolic presence of white people in the public
hearings but ne meaningful respense was
received.

The Appeal Court judgment requiring that
alleged perpewrators had to be notified before
they were named In hedrings did not waork
particutarly well. The intention was to give
alleged perpetrators & chance to put their
side of the story. But for many black police-
men who had worked in the townships it was
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Member of the audience at the
Steve Biko hearings.

very maumatic to have to stand before the
comrmity and aceount. Many of them were
at a stage when they were being integrated
into their communities, and this process
seemed to open up old wounds. Some of
course came up boldly to justify their action,
bur many understood the notices as sum-
mons to come and accout.

Every village and dorpie in the regicn
wanted tc have a hearing, and they all
deserved one. But we could cover only a
handful. Although we tried lo include as
many rural areas as we could, the equipment
used for hearings required facilities such as
electricity. So a number of rural areas could
not be reached, leaving a nurtther of com-
rmunities feeling let down and not being
taken sericusly.  E¥




he Johannesburg office of the TRC, the

regional office with the largest number of

comnftes embers available for hearings,
arranged 21 Human Rights Violalions hearings
in four provinees.

From <he outset, none of us recogrised the
enormity of the task and we were clearly too
ambiticus in our hearings programme. particu-
larly in 1996. Nevertheless, everybody respond-
ed admirably and despite all the difficnlties we
completed our programme.

Owr office was responsible for hearings in
(rauteng, Mpumalanga. North-West Province and
the Northern Province. We were able to divide the
work into three teams. each team faldng responsi-
bility for one Province as well as part of Gauteng,

However, we were not able 1o meet the needs
of many victims because last year we tended to
stay in one town for three to five days and many
people had to travel long distances. The pro-

gramme was changed
this vear so hat we {rav-
elled. holding hearings in
different towms each dav.
Ag g result we collected
rore statements in each
place and had larger
numbers of people taking
part in the process.
Hearings also 12nded

Consuitation: Jeremy Cronin, Limpho Hani and Tokyo Sexwale
at the Chris Hond hearings.

1o be much more suc-
cesslul in smaller towns than in wrban centres.
In Soweto, for example, we did not collect a
great many statements nor did many altend the
hearings.

Despire the difficulties, we travelled to many
far comners of the provinees. The ro-operation
from provincial governments was fantastic, The
churches plared & major role in every commie-
niry and we need o ensure they are helped 1o

provide ongoing support for vietims. We also
saw very early on that NGO structures were Tel-
atively weak outside the major cities.

Another wealkness was that we conld net pro-
vide a platform 1o every person whe had a stare-
ment, Discussions with survivors and victims
showed clearty that those who appeared in pub-
Lic experienced the rathartic process much
more than those who were unable *o be heard.

n KwaZulu-Natal and the Free State, we were

taken during our hearings into what [ can

orly describe as the very heart of darkness,
into the most cruel and lonely comers of the
human femperament, '

We remember the testimony of people like
those in Port Shepsione. of a man who worked

We've heard these
people ask the Com-
mussion not just to
recognise them, and
what happened to
them. but also fo
reepgiise  and  to

Prof Chovles Villa-Vicencio exnmines exhumed vemains

remernber the thou- o -
on sile in Kwazulu-Naial.

as a cook on a ship and carme back on home

leave from many months at sea, to find that his
wife and two children had been murdered.
hacked to death and their bodies thrown inie &
pit toilet. We think of witneszes in Brandville in
Mooi River, where three women from one fami-
Iy — a grandmother, a mother and & voung child
of six — were brutally stabbed to death by men
with spears and bush knives.

We have heard terrible stories of assault,
abduction, torture and death from every corner
of this country, but we've aiso heard siories
about the strength and the triwmph of the
human spirit over adversity, We have heard peo-
ple tell of shocking experiences, and we've
heard them stand up and confidently and pow-
erfully relate those stories of their past.

sands of other peo-

nle who also suffered and who have not been
able 10 gain access 1o the Commission.  And
we've zeenl people who have suffered these ter-
rible viclations caring for and murturing other
people and helping therr to gain access. We have
been very moved by the actions of such people
— without them we could nol have done our
work properly.

Obviously & hearing for victims tends to focus
on individuals, on their pain. Toss and suffering.
It [oruses on the events of a particular day, but
offen it doesn’® 1ell us much abowr the big pic-
ture. It doesn't give us an overall understanding
of what happened in a town, in a provinee and
i a country. It doesn’t tell us who gave the
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orders for an ncident, whe supplied the guns,
who helped cover up the investigations, who
secretly burted the hodies.

But we have other means for finding cut that
sort of evidence — an investigation unit, private
investigative inquiries and ihe often dramatic
evidence of amnesty apnlicants. This sort of evi-
dence iz vitally imporrant for the Commissicn,
because it doesn't just tell us about he disap-
pearing or the murder of one persor, it tells us
what the motives of the State were at the time
and why these things were done,

So with all this evidence, we are able slowly
to piece together like a jigsaw puzzle the liste-
v of this conrary,




COMMISSIONERS REFLECT ON PUBI.I( HEARINGS

Members of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
were asked in o Truth Talk survey to give our readers detuils
of the most memorable stories that come before them
during the public hearings of the Commission.

Mary Burton, Cape Town: The single case that
comes to my mind mest often is that of Mr
and Mrs Juqy, probably precisely because it
is ot an unusual, dramatic or famous one.
Their son Fuzile, aged 15, was probably a
bystander killed in a police shooting. When
they appeared at our first public hearing in
Cape Town, Mr Jugu revealed his still raw
and impotent rage at the senseless death,
and at the callous inhumanity which left his
parents to hunt for him in hospitals and
morgues, and neglected to inform them of
any inquest or follow-up.

Richard Lyster, Durban: 4 story we heard in
Porl Shepstone last year involved a woman
and her children who were attacked in their
heuse by a group of men. Thev locked her in
a room next door to her four children and
then murdered her childrer, one by one.

She described in the most tragic and piti-
ful way how she heard her children scream-
ing, how she heard shots, and as each one
died the screaming diminished until there
was only one person left screarning, a final
shot and then silence.

Her story epitomised the brutality of the
war in KwaZulu-Natal in stark terms as well
as the deep personal tragedy of this conflict.
The six voung men convicted of these mur-
ders were members of the ANC.

Dr Khoza Mgojo, Durban: Mr Viokgise Jacob
Motheoane cf Bethalie in the Free State told
us he was abducted, tortured and incarcerat-
ed by a member of the SA Police called Vicky
and a farmer, Mr Plet Fourie. They tied him
up with barbed wire. They took him to a river
where they beal him and squeezed his geni-
tals with pliers. Then the end of his penis had
10 be amputated, As a result of this, his wife
had to leave him and he can no longer have
any sexual relationships with a woman.

Wendy Orr, Cape Town: | remember Mr
Mkhabile, a man in his late 70s, a member of
POQO who was imprisoned and abused on
Robben Island. Now almost deaf, incredibly
*high” about being invited to a public TRC
hearing, when he was asked what he wanted
from the TRC he took a crumpled piece of
paper out of his pocket and read us the
names of his comrades who had been sen-

tenced to death and hanged. All he wanted
was that we remember them.

Mapule F Ramashalo, Cape Town: When we
heard the story of Fuzile Petros Juqu {15) in
February 1985, to my surprise Mrs Juqu did
the talking. The mother described how her
son was killed, but they did not know, They
locked for him everywhere. Finally he was
presented to them at the Salt River Mortuary
like a “dead dog”. Their son was shot in the
back several times by the police, according
10 evewiinesses.

Mrs Jugu cried. Her husband sat there
stiffly. After her testimony | asked him how
he felt. He only said he was “outraged”. It
brought home to me finally the sense of des-
peration, hopelessness and disempower-
ment he experienced, to the point where he
was Tiot able to present his own story.

After that [ thought a lot abour how
apartheid had really castrated African men in
general and reduced them to helpless “boys”.
Bur on the contrary, he exhibited a sense of
strength, suggesting thar while he had been
disempowered he was not defeated.

Archbishop Desmond Tutw: For me the initial
hearing in East London stands out, perhaps
because it was the first but also because of
that haunting, plercing cry of the young
Cradock 4 widow and because 1 broke down
when ancther witness broke down. I was
also deeply touched by the willingness of
people who had suffered so grievously to
forgive, for example the white woman vietim
of the King William's Town Golf Club grenade
attack, People are quite remarkable.

Glenda Wildschut, Cape Town: The most mem-
prable case for me was that of the BMWs
(Bonteheuwel Military Wing members) in
Cape Town, especially the public testimony
of one of the leaders, Colin de Sousa.

[ cannot explain why this touched me,
perhaps it was because they were all so
voung at the time. He was only 11 when he
joined the military struggle and their lives
were changed so dramatically. The conse-
guences of the human rights violations had a
major impact on them. Colin suffers from
mental illness and has made several

atternpts to take his own life. T
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Desmond Tuiu: We have been wounded but
we are being healed. It is possible even
with our past of suffering, anguish, alien-
ation and violence 1o become one people,
reconciled, healed, caring, compassionate
and ready to share as we put our past
behind us to stride into the glerious future
God holds out before us as the Rainbow
People of God.

Mapule F Ramoshala: Healing the nation and
eventually accomplishing national recon-
ciliation is a responsibility for all South
Africans and not only for the TRC. Many
sacrifices have been made by victims.
These have 1o be translated into rebuilding
our country and improving the quality of
lite for all of us, once again a task beyond
the TRC, for all South Africans.

Wendy Orr: Learn to tolerate and celebrate
diversity.

Dumisa Nisebeza, head of the Investigative
Unir: “Alles sal reg kom,as elke een sy (haar)
plig doen.” and that is not even original, for
these who know their historv of wars and
conguest, defeat and peace-malking, diplo-

macy and settlements, and give and take.
Who said history doesn't repeat itself?

Dr Khoza Mgojo: There is every chance of
bringing about reconciliation berween the
vicrim and the perpetrator, for example,
Brian Mitchell and the people of Trust
Feeds in KwaZulu-Natal. The level of
awareness of the South African people has
been enhanced, They will never allow the
violation of their human rights again, now
or in the future.

Wynond Malon: The time for the closure of
the TRC and with it a chapter in our histo-
v has come. It is now for evervone to take
hold of him or herself and make a life in,
and a living of the future,

Richard Lyster: The TRC is not the panacea
to SAs problems, but only one teol in the
transformation of the country. I hope the
knowledge gained will be used in a con-
structive way in & process taken forward
by civil society, NGOs and goverrument.

Bongoni Finco: There is 2 long walk to
reconciliation. The TRC marked the

beginning of a process which must go on
throughout the structures of our nation in
the next 10 or even 20 vears. Like a sign-
post, we have shown the way which will
lead our natien to genuine recenciliation.
It is not the easy or popular road to tra-
verse — look af us now and see the scars
in our souls — but it is the only way.

Mary Burton: The country swrvived a long
period of darkness because of the strength
and determination of many individuals and
communities. Scuth Africa has been
admired by the whole world, Now the peo-
ple of South Africa must dig deep into their
resources once again: having faced the
past. they will have to work together tw
confront the difficulties of the present in
order 1o achieve reconciliation, peace and
prosperity in the future.

TRC staff captured during a break at the
KTC HRV hearing in Cape Town. From
left to right: Phumie Dwane-Alpman,
Mark Killian, Zenaviah Barends,
Comnrissioner Dumisa Nisebezq,
Madeleine Fullord and Commissioner
Mary Burton greeting communtity leader,
Christmas Tinto.




