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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF SOUTH AFR!CA

NELSON MANDELA

‘Build and defend your democracy’

Mam deeply honoured to have the oppor-
funity to speak to the readers of the
Independent Group of newspapers. It is

probably the last time I am speaking to
them directly as president.- - .-

Our country and ifs people have made
tremendous strides since 1994. Almost
everyone admires the remarkable achieve-
ment we have made in strengthening and
deepening our democracy. 1 fake pride in
the peaceful manner in which the prepara-
tions for the elections are proceeding.

I congratulate all South Africans for this
achievement. May I single out our men and
women in uniform for praise as the respon-
gibility to ensure a free and secure election
rests on their shoulders. 1 reassure them of
mine and the government’s support.

This is being chronicled very beauiiful-
ly in your newspapers. I urge you to sup-
port this healthy development even more.

We have put in place a legislative and
policy framework which guarantees a lega-

cy of a better life for all South Africans,
black and white,

I appracigte the efforts of the Indepen-
dent Group to educate and inform the elec-
torate about the election. Equally impor-
tant has been your group’s coitribution in
promoting and abetting the national trans-
formation project in the past five years.

Shortcomings notwithstanding,  vou
have done an excellent job. Most of your
titles have been an epitome of excellent
journalism. Congratulations. ‘

T have absohite confidence that your
group will continue to play this construc-
tive role beyond June 2 199%."T wish you
sticcess in that regard.

Finally, T urge all South Africans to gc
and vote on June 2 1999. This is your
democracy: build and defend it. All prepa-
rations have been done to ensure you vote
in conditions of peace.

Neison Mandela

MESSAGE FROM THE

‘Let us

n 1394 you voted in your millions in
South Africa’s first non-racial, non-sex-
ist and democratic general elections.

~ On that historic chapter of our history, you

exercised your individual constitutional
rights to determine the future of our coun-
try along democratic lines.

With the forthcoming general elections
on June. 2, the Independent Electoral
Commission urges you once again ¢ play
this pivotal role and partake in making
South Africa a fully-fledged constitutional
democracy.

We call on you as registered voters to

participate in the general elections by vot-
ing for any registered political party of
your choice at the voting station in which
you registered for the elections.
Democracy is being strengthened with
the forthcoming elections. As a registered
voter you are invited to parfake in shaping
our democracy and in enriching it with the
qualitative content that will ensure that
governance is in line with the Constitution
and that majority rule is safegnarded.
Whilst respecting majority rule, this
democracy also protects and respects the

Tight of minority groups to participaie in

the governing of the country It also
respects and protects the right of all indi-
viduals to enjoy their individual freedoms
unhindered.

Our democracy seeks to build a strong
sense of nationhood. It endeavours to
engender a culture where human rights

BRIGALIA BAM

are respected and protecied by the
Constitution and in particular by the Bill
of Rights.

Your vote is a secret. No individual,
party agent or member of any pelitical
party has the right to know which party
vou voted for as an individual. The
Constitution gives you the'right not to tell
anyone which party you voted for and why.

The Electoral Code of Conduct defends
this right during the election period and
vou can lodge a complaint with the
Electoral Court should you feel this right
has been infringed.

The IEC pledges fo create a political
environment that is conducive to the hold-
ing of free and fair elections. The Consti-
tution of the Republic of South Africa and
the Electoral Commission Act (Act 51 of
1996) have given the IEC this mandate. -

We will do our best to fulfil it fairly,
openly and in the most accessible and’
accountable manner attainable.

As the primary custodians of free and
fair elections in our country, we have and
continue to empower South African citi-
zens to exercise their individual rights to
vote on June 2.

In conclusion, let me take this opportu-
nity to congratulate you, the South African
pofential voters, for having taken a gigan-
tic step of registering for the forthcoming
general elections. Your names now appear
on the country’s first non-racial. non-sexist
and democratic voters’ roll.

CHAIRPERSON OF THE INDEPENDENT ELECTORAL COMMISSION

vote in our millions’

Your bold step has brought us closer to
our individual and collective dreams as a
young democracy. Let us take these dreams
even higher Let us make our democracy
work. Let us vote in our millions.

As the IEC we are ready to efficiently
deliver the forthcoming elections. We are
on the side of every citizen who will exer-
cise his or her right to vote on June 2. No-
one, absolutely no-one should be afraid.

Brigalia Bam -
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Has SA changed for the better

or worse since 19947

@ Peter Voimink
{38) is an
advocate and
fives in Southfield
in the southern

-suburbs of
Cape Town

We live in a far more moral society than before

1994. For me, the guestion of morality is vary
tied up with the question of poverty. This govern-
ment has faken the plight of the poor much more
seriously than any other government has done. Of
course there are still things to be dene but this gov-
ernment has created possibilities for people.

| hope we'll get.a handle on the crime problem
and that we are able to produce a strong
economy which can redistribute wealth.

The election poster [ like least s the DP's UFight
Back” one. K5 reactionary and has n vision. Its
indicative of the DPs lack of vision for our country.
¥'m not particularly impressed with the other posters
but the ANC poster which speaks of fighting for
change strikes a chord with me because it iatks of
the need for more changes and the need for all of us
to work together for those.

@ Merilynn James
is a psychologist
from Krugersdorp

B Since 1994 we've been on honeymoon, going
through changes and getting used 1o the idea

of freedom:The turning point will be June2. it wil
Be ther that we de’[ermme what will tome out of
the whole ‘rhmg

Seelng this coumry Work; that's what | Would

iion that's not like the rest of Africa. Only we, as
-South Africans, can make that change by working
together, by sitting around the table and talking
about our problems. | believe in recondliation and
absolute forgiveness. Lets not blame the past or
stand in one place. Let’s not forget but forgive and
work towards a better future. Let's siop the mutf-
slinging and stop blaming each other.

‘m totally against the DP's “Fight Back” poster.
i projects a very negative image and doesn't fit
well. It raises my hackles.

We asked members of our PEOPLE'S PANEL

® Fezile Buzani s
a personnej
officer from Ivory
Park in Midrand

 Things are much better Africans used 1o be
treated as second class citizens. Now they are
recognised as belonging to South Africa.

; My greatest concern is for the rural areas. There
z no facilities, banks, telephones or roads and the
youth are misusing drugs. My greatest hope is the
upliftment of the rural areas. All people must work
towards and preserve this democracy. Government
alone can do nothing. We have to do whatever we
can, no matter how small.

he worst I've seen is the DP's “Fight Back”
poster. I've got a problem with that; fighting
back against democragy, or against who or what?

@ Mihandeni
Zama{24}is a
graphic designer
from Esplanade
in Durban

I SA has changed for the better. We are now

! more exposed to all races than ever before. For
me that makes communication better, which is so
vital for the future of our country.

What is your greatest hope for
the future of South Africa?

‘around the country for their views on three elecrzon issues

@ Reshma Badal
{46} is a medical
praciitiones from
Clare Estate in
Durban

& Things have definitely changed for the better. |
i am able to enjoy freedom of thought and move-
ment without being cstracised or viciimised. | work
for a state health agency and enjoy taking heafth
care to afl people, pariicularly in the rural areas.

: | wish for women to enjoy equality and join the
mainstream of political, economic and business
life; mutual respect and dignity of women; and
increasing women’s skills in managing their own
affairs. My hope is that we have the sirength to
cope with death flom Aids and develop an inte-
grated plan for SAS orphan youth community.

The worst is the NP's "death penalty” paster, It's
g disgusting. And the DP's "Guts 1o Fight Back”
they didn't have guts under apartheid. The ANC
poster with the fallen heroes such as Chris Hani and
Oliver Tambo is attractive bacause it represents truth
and freedom to me.

@ Dirk Hermann is
a trade unionist
from the Hee
State

South Africa’s definitely got worse. The ANC's
% affirmative action policy makes it impossible for
my people to erter the fabour market and get pro-
motion. We've changed from a government that
focused only on the minority to one focusing only

 Which is the best or worst party
poht:cai election poster?

® Nontando
Dlakavu isa
social worker =
from Gauteng '

South Africa is better now. Look at the material

% health care, the waler and sanitation pro-
grammes and housing.

My greatest wish for the future is for everybody
1o be housed.

That NNP poster about Mugabe having a two-
thirds majority was very bad. It5 misconstruing

the whole thing.

@ Heurette Rutgers
{45} is an insurance
clerk with The
Financial Workshop,
and fives in
Maitland, in the
northem suburbs of
Cape Town

I Education and health have really gone down
into the dumps, although some sural areas do

now have betier health services.

ike to happen. South Africa is in a unigue situa-

;’ﬁ In general | feel very morhid about the election
i and the future. But | hope we will all have a
better life, that we'll be able to walk through our
streets freely and that everycne will have a job.

% I'm particularly concerned about the control of
z advertising and public relations in the hands of
white agencies. Ye have to introduce advertising

on the majority.

: IVly greatest hope is self-determination for the

and design to black people. | think there are a lot of
creative people out there who are in touch with the
issues facing ordinary South Africans. 1 am often dis-
iilusioned to discover that ad campaigns aimed at
the black market are seen threugh white eyes.

% The ANC always seems to have winning
! posters. They are catchy and use bold type
which reads befier. The NP as weil have done some

: Afrikaner.  also hope we can resolve ethnic con-
flict because that is also my greatest fear, that ethnic
conflict is going to hamper development in SA.

Iviany opposition parties are fighting the election
= from a negative frame of mind, anti-ANC this
and anti-ANC that. I'm sick and tired of it I'm
looking for a party with positive politics; such as the
Freedom Front's *'n span maak ‘n plan” . The NNP

B The DP sucks but | suppoese the best one is the
i ANC's because it's colourful and catchy.

good ones in the past, especially that "Wake upt" | poster with Marthinus van Schallkwyk's face on it | — Adrian Hadland,
campaign. [FP posters are sadly useless. The PAC § was funny. The ones I've seen in Pretoria are fading Estelle Randall,
poster has a dreadful layout. and turning red making him a blushing boersetrr. Marlan Padayachee
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On Crime, educatzon health, housing and employment.

- MAY/JUNE 1999

From the election mamfesz‘oes and electoral promises of nine parties, Cl’we Sawyer distills their posztzons

ANC promisas to drastically reduce number
of guns in circulation, and infroduce
tougher gun controls.

Harsher sentences would be introduced
for sedous cimes, bt there would be alter-
native sentencing for petty crimes,
including electronic monitoring systems for
some people-en parole and probation.

it says it would improve conditions
within  the police serviee, including

- reviewing working conditions, continuous

fraining, and an emphasis on improving
investigative capadty. it promises to
“greatly improve” co-operation amaag all

_ elements of the ciminal justice system.

It wouldcontinue to fake degisive action
against local and inteational vrganised
gangs.

ANC promises to move as rapidly as pos-
sible to “free, dynamic and compulsory”
education. In moving towards this visien, it
would continue to ensure the fostering of a
adture of leaming, teaching and service.

No pupil wold be excluded fromya public
school because a family could not afford to
pay. Resources for learning woukd be more
equitably spread. Nationa! standards
wouid increasingly fewer dass sizes fo

moremanageable levels,

National Schools Building. Programme
would continue, with focus on improving
infrastructure in rural areas and townships.

ANC woukd Tocus on raising the quality
of school igadership teams, strengihiening

administrative capacity and ensuring -

parental involvernent.

ANC promises to develop a comprehensive,
affordable and accessible national public
health system, financed in part by a social
health insurance programme.
" Houtlined steps to improving health cz care
including improving the aveflabiity of doc-
tors and nurses, especially in dlinics and
rural aress. Affordable medicines would be
available in fine with the Govemment's
national drugs policy.

Brecisive action would be faken to attadk
preventable #inesses threugh, among other

steps, an ImAnisation programime, and.

measures to combat tuberculosis.

{ampaigns against the abuse of drugs, '

tobacco and alcohol would be developed.

Priority would be given to HIV/Aids pro :

GEAITENES.

ANC promises in the next five years to seek
an “hopest agreement” with the privaie
sector and work with trade unions 1o
chanme! investments into housing.

1t says it would focus en developing
housing on well-iocated tand, with access

to amenities, and on overcoming the -

apartheid., uman seﬁlement pattemns
based on “group areas” and isolation of
the majority from cenfres of economic
activity.

At the same time, it would i nmpmve and

- speed up the subsidy programme, inctuding

comprehensive programmes o improve
conditions of the urban poor in informal
setflements.

Other affordable ways of financing
houses, like micro loans, would be used.

ANC feals thare should be labour-intensive
investiment throughout the economy, as
well as the promotion of sectors that have
large employment potential ke tourism,
manufacturing, small and large-scale agri-
culture and lahour-intensive beneficiation
of raw materials.

ANC vows 1o implement jobs summit
resolutions, induding measures o stem
retrenchments, summits in alt sectors of
industry fo devefop jobs strategies, mass
public works programmes and youth
brigades, tax. inceniives, procurement and
maenetary policy for job aeation, integrated
regional  deveiopment, training, and
increased -opportunities for -self-employ-
ment, co-operatives and small business.

. mpiement Heavy - mantitory. ‘rknimom
' sertences for serious-aimés like'tafacking =
- and dneg traffickiig, and inToduce donble-.-
- time sentences for criminals who targel

- ARITER; c%:'ldren sty and

NNF premlsas “no mercy for cﬂmmaEs"
2 anfi-a 2erg-tolerance policy- nfamﬁhng aii
- criminals, even for “low-Tevel”,

mes.
NP weonild reinstate the death penalty

" i
,tamm THeré hould be realistic Bt adé-

iducam)n'- 5 aiways abuut duldren_and' :

quate, funding: or among otherdhings; the
fmproveret afpupilrteadw rafios, andio
eradmate baciclugs in: textbaoks And other

05

jood Working order, -

"aquality -and accessible”. gare- i these -
NiP WDuld ﬂ‘—_'sture siam hospttais “{0__;".

Prirary. - and secnndary health are
< awotild be avar!ahle, aﬂmeiable and arces
-gible s o
Js appmach of: -Eacal;sm_ means fhat
ocal comimnities would:éxércise fongol -
wer-their own schoois, pollctnt_x. ,welfare e

“NNP -s:ays'.it'bélié\r;s that the success of - '
- housing. delivery-depends o foir points. .
There has o be-access 16 housing for

first-timie home buyars.

~The priniciple of payment far gDDﬁS and :

Sevices hasto behonoured: .

" There has 1o ba job tréation. to enable ©
* :pedple: 16 “have.-thé . means. to" afford..

hotsing and mairtain their properties, . ©
 Property rights.must be quaranteed, -~

" markats where indiiduals com
- pn the basis of merit ang 4
the Employmient EauityAct andthe revision -
ot pther tatiour legistation,

NNP outiines several points as the core-of
imiob eation poltcy ‘Hiese are susiainable
econprmic growdhin 3 sodally responsible "
{rep-entermprisn economy,',ﬂexzbfe iabam i
foriohs:

peta
e, suappmg of

< NINP also vbiwns fp end ﬂzeskemng ofihe

- playing Beld by:the-Govemment though *
-, the intreduction of quma_r.and ather fmms s
o uf radial discrimination; - :

<1t would fower.taxes ami interest’ rates,3

=+ hoosen up”-exchange control and reduce- - -
: _'gsvemmemdebthy privatisation; and proe. 7

. “vide for-ethication’and «aresronentated -
“eaining; | especially. Tor

: :wemen and ﬁle dlsa

young: pegple, -

An IFP government will introduce a. pro-

gramme to cut aime by 25% i its first year
i govemnment:

Among s measures o respond to
people’s desire for appropriate punishment
for crirninals are a referenduen on the death
penalty, exira sentencing for the use of
guns or knives, the introduction of chain
gangs, and elecironic security. .

Policy initiatives proposed by the IFP
incude increasing the budget for the cim-
inal justice system, improving police service

- conditions and the abolition of the police’s.

right to strike:

IFP says education is3n aisis it the solu-
tion is not 1o throw money at the problem.

"Indeed, as resulfs often prove, themost
important element in generating good
resefts is often the atiiude of educaiors
and leamers rather than ere resource
allocation.”

IFP promises fo reintroduce discipline
into education, putting an end to anarchy in
schooks. Educators will be obliged to obey a

sirict code of conduct. The improvement of -
- teacher qualifications will be speeded up. -

The curricutum will be redirected % “that

which s economically useful”, the IF® says. -

Commumity and parent invo!ve:perst in
school govemance will be strengthened.

IFP believes in focusing on primary care,

expanding ‘govemniment services in rurat -
-areas and allracting ‘private care with

incenfives.

An IFP govermment wili provide everyone
with free immunisation, wberculosis care,
health education and selecied pro-
grammes, and free health care for South

Africans who have no jobs and cannot -

afford to pay.

The parly believes that Aids requires a’

“completely different approach”.
There should bz no anonymous testing of

- pregnant women, peeple should be aware

of their Aids status, and there should be

‘ontinuous  education in schools and

through the media.

IF? believes in helping people o house
themselves by epabling communities to

make imformed decisions about their .

housing priorities.

‘These dedisions should be based on the
best use of available resources, the afford-
ability of households, appropriatensss of

levels of service, access te bond finance,

closeness to economic opportunities and

- the durability of the materials used.

The IFP-says it recagnises that the state
fias insufficiant financial resowces to meet
the peeds of the homeless on its owa.

It supports a housing assistance scheme
to give “substantial contributions” to
impoverished households to. build their
DWT: hiomes,

IFP says it would restructure the public ser-
vice 10 increase spending on service
delivery.

Many of the present functions of the
publie service would be outsourced to
create greater efficiency without the loss of
jobs.

Adl government acifvities would be sub-
ject to performance audits and all senior
public servants would be an performance
contracts. - )

The scope, size and resources of centrat
government would be reduced 1o
empower govemments at local and
provingial {evel.
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. DP: pmpnses an mtegrated strategy te
i graatly improve. the performance of the;'
-1 police; prosecliors. and cotrts. - k
- inthepolice, decasmn -miaking: would be'_ o
*-decentialised “but in et the” jobs -of:
1< provindal” and- statien: commissioners
© - wotld be-dn the imeifthey failed o deliver.
T prosecition system . wookd be,.
- streamfined and temporaryoyrssetiptn:
“ elirniriate thie Awaiting-trial. baddog Mors
- prisons Would he built and aiminals keptin:
- ‘them torserve their senfenees. =%
£ Nictims would be put at the-centre of ihe.' B
sters, with massures to do thisinduting ..
8 a;tabﬁshmeﬂt of & fupd: fer ictims of ¥
] I : 'ajdzangemﬂ\ecensmubnn

vickm's charter™ of Tights;

i apda teil free] mfoﬁnauon lme for- v:cnmg; :

: 'mance apprats__

DP proposes a tota! overhad of the educa E
- top systent o ‘ensure 3 dramafic ampmve—
‘mient in the gualityof teaching. R
“To fight back against the very low pass
" rates in many schools, the DP proposes a-
pilot programe 1o give parents the power:
{0 move their children out-of bad schools ©
,and ke their state "stbsidy, with fhem.

. DP proposaks for qualriy teaching indud

& "delhier. o depart™ policy' 1 1o get’ nd of
‘non-performing teachers. . ;
7 "For.this to happen, the Guvemmem. :
-must -stand up” to -SABTY; whidi. has
assumed the mantle af pretec{ms of ﬂ’le B
- incompstent.” :
Retrenchinents. should be based parﬂy b
T-be curbed ﬁle DP sald.

an quairﬁcaunns and. parﬂy ‘o perfnr-

: Tneta_ngle ofbmeauaac;rgnvemsngpubhc -

health. shoutd “be sndone “and services

-decentialised by creating mdependent :
'_managementums,mel}?says )

User fees' shold be charged for those

“whio can pay. However, some Services, hke

prevertative-care shoild be free. .

Inierferencein private l‘m!th ca.re shtmf&

. DP-believes in an incremertal approach o’
*housing policy which would ensure delivery -
to-as.many homeless people as passrble 2
Available rsources should be shared
“hetween asmanydlsadvamaged peopleas
.-possible,in order for the impact of ﬂ]lS'
.7 assistene fo be snn:ielyfe!t -
=" Servites should be contratted-out tothe: - -
5 pmmie sector: in. competition. with the =
" public; sector 18 pmmate eﬁictency and”
_cost—effecﬂveness. )
“Nedical studerts ‘shookd ‘not” b farced j
into. community sérvice; but should rather -
- be offered -incentives fike: bursanes and
: hlgher “salaries i popr areas.

PP says it wonld! implemeﬁ 7 peopte—-

centred huusmg -development pocess ©
simed- at~eqinpping - and Smpowering

. 'penple thipiigh the ansfer of skills to diive:”
- thelr DinR -ecoRpmic. empowennent, the .
- developmentof their physicat environment,
zand the satisfaction of thieirbasic peads”. -

*Tough action has 16 be tiken against

sewice payent boycolts,” the DP: says. .

DP proposes, tafreetheemnm:y by scaling -

-batk red tape hampering job creation and
: enﬁepreneurshtp, speadingup privatisation
and promofing foreign investment.

- To fight back dgainst- the pmblezﬁ of .
. masswe youth-unemployment, the DPpro- .
- poses & direct hﬁnd—up‘to 2.5 milfion work-.

seekers thiough “opporiunity vouchers”
~Thesg: vbuchers, eath 4o the valie of

" R3 000, would bie given to aach of 300 000

“inatricilants and a Rurther 200 600 young' -
people-sach year for five years, and could be

‘traded for training and edication at any

 aceredited institution towards starfing a-
" shvill exvtarprises orin exchange for wages .

:fmm an accredned emp!nyer S

BAN
BERICANIST
CONGRESS

PAC saysit would enforcesmct comrols nnr

the licensing and-use of fireamms.
A statutory . Police Opevations Audit
Directorate would be setup to audit police

stations to chieck on procedures, police con-

duct, progress on cases, use of human and

- material respurces, and fo support tegional

police planning. The directorate would also
follow up hot-line reports on suspected

‘poficy laxity and corruption. .
-~ PAC would pass legislation to put the -

burden o owners of property fike build-
ings, plot or vehicles to ensure these were
not used for warehousing stolen goods,
counterfeit goods, illegal aliens, prostitu-
tion or pomography, and astting up or
changing the identification of vehicles.

?AC says it wou[d infrodtice free and com-
- pufsory education, at first for ail grades up

to grade 2 and then phased in at tertiary
Teve). Bursaries for tertiary education would
be tax-deductible for donors.

lewould halt reirenchments and umwork-
ahle redeployments, which were trauma-
tising teachers and not contributing to
desired skills. 1t would work closely with
teachers, parents and students to transform
education.

Teuchers' in-service training would be
properly structured and be “extensive and
intensive”.

A direciorate wuu!d be set up in the

‘Depariment of Education 1o ensure the

voice of religious leadership was heard at
schools and in the Government.

The public health sector would be sirength-

ened and emphasis put on prevention and
health promotion under-a PAC govern-
ment

Incentives and encotragement would be
given to health workers 1o do volundary
community service, partiasdarly in areas
where health services were latking.

Community health centres wosld be
developed and would have 24-hour doctor
services, with satelfite public health cenires
Tun by COMMENy feases.

Hospital funding would net be cut
becase the number of referrals from dinics
would grow fer 2 long time to come,

Aids would be made a notifiable disease,
and counselling would. be provided to
people fiving with Aids.

A PAC govermment would handle housing

as part of a broader development plan
which would go hand-in-hand with urban-

- isation and rua! development polides.

- The govemment would investin serviced
sites, in butlding “rent to buy” houstng and
wollld encourage salH)elp building

- schemes,

PAC fand pohcy involves the lmmedlate
distribution of state land among the land-
less on the basis of one family, one plot,
depending on needs.

These needs range from housing, smatl
and medium-scale famning, industry,
tourism and recreation,

it regards unemployinent as a pational
aisis and will mobilise nation against it.
Under a PAC gaverament, the Depart-

ment of Labour would have a training and
development wing, retraining workers after

refrenchments, encouraging enfrefreneus-
ship and community economic empower-
ment dubs that forus more on

- manufacturing than retaifing.
It would encourage dfizens with money

or skills to contribute time or money to

raining projects. -

- Infrastructure " development, incuding
sanitation, roads, communication and elec-
tridity would be used for job creation.

The PAC would provide incentives for pi- -

vate-sector Tnvestiment in rural areas in
otder o promote rural economic growth.

: ec!s the ﬂgfﬁS of 3l Gtiensto
s that délivery o

sectors ol the economy. -

: achP favours tax reduttion pahas sroe
fured acmrdmg o Scaies: targe:mg vanous-'i S
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UDM offers a range of civil order proposals
which it says will guarantee every dtizen's

basic constitutional right fo safety of

person and property.
Areferendum would be held on whesher
10 bring back the death penalty. :
" A Ministry of Gvil Order would be setup
to co-ordinate and set goals for the min-
istries of jusfice, police, comectional ser-
vices, national itelligence and defence.
To ensure visible polidng, police consta-

bles would be increased from 18 000 1o

60000 over three years, at an additional
costof R2, 4 biilion ayear.

To improve i and border Secunty
pait-time forces would be “re-empowered,
re-organised and re-frained”. -

Proper administration 1o ensure guality
teachers, imely defivery of textbooks and
sufficient resources are key to the system of
education which the UDM offers.

To achieve greafer accountability,
improved community ivolvenent in man-
agement and equitable distribution of

. Fesotirces, education and frainky fadlities

would be “dustered” i a geographical

area. This would alse encourage the inte-
-gration of education and training. )
Educater worale and professionalism

would be encouraged with continuous

- incentives. Teacher unions wnuld ‘be

mvo!ved i this pmces

Primary health care is an essential seyvice
that can prevent much suffering and hard-

ship by timely and effective treatment, says

the UDM.
Primary health care is not working
because of outdated iaws, and & UDM gov-

. efmment. would immediately update thls

fegislation.

Proper staffing, medication and equip-
ment should always be avaiiable af com-
munity dinics.

Proper refemal procedures to hospltais
would be implemented for treatment
‘beyend the ability of pnmary healih are
clinics.

UDM says it supports the constifutipnal
right of every diizen to adequate housing
hecause ownership means dignity and eco-
ROMic ampowerment.

“A UDM governsnent would stamp out
the com.ption and mismanagement that.
contiibutes 1o the poor delrvery of
housing.”

The housing subsidy should be increased *

every year to keep up with inflation, The

focus of subsidies shauld be on building -
. fuel and abolish personal income tax on

naw houses,

To boost the proper{y market and o
make it gasier for first-tme home-owners
1o acquire property, transfer duties. on all
property transactions would be reduced {p
%, with Tull exemption for ransactions
less than R100 000,

The UDM says.iis *road map. to guide
South Africa to a world-dass nation in 10

years” takes the route of empowering all

through enterprise devefopment.

“We need to geale af least one job for
-every family in the first year of our 1D—year
framework,” the UDM says.

Privatisation woutd be ysed 1o speed up
infrastructure  development, “investment
and job creation.

The UDM says it would cut the 1ax on

those eamning fess than R4 00D a month.

Labour faws would be reviewed o~} .

enswe a “friendly” labour code to
encourage job ceafion, the UDM says.
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- ‘FA says "each able person” should hiave a - ©
jobiand be-paid in-arcordance wrﬁ\ hisor:
Thiei shotld be'no dlsmmma!mn basedh '
v cofoiisgender or refigion. " The:alliante

it athvocate an ‘paginative’ nationwide,
“job.creation programime that will be baﬂ}_': .

bating ﬂleunemﬁ!oyment problem among- -
- South: Africans, will he ‘addressed: as’a ..
matter bi.g grave cuncem and urgency " the

" The party wnuld r.am'mue wﬂh the Gw. -
mimerit’s Gigiwth, Employmient and Redis: -

-ribution ‘(Gear). strategy which, ‘coupted "

'w\nﬁt fiscaland fnnnetaiy sctpime, would
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The ballot paper issuers will give you

- two ballot papers,onegfor the niational
 glaction and another forthe provineial |
- eleetion, They m]l stamp the'batk of the
“ballot papers with an TEC stamp and Wﬂl

show youhowto foid the paper after yon

g have made your eross on the bal‘iot paper

Will ensure the voting boothis empty before -
d]reetmg you to one. Inside the vamlg booth. B
wﬂl be a penml touse for votmg purposes

Donr know what to expect on
Electzon Day? This guide makes it clear
by walkmg you ihmugk the pro cess

Each voter will get two ballot

papers, one for the national election
and one for the provincial election.
The papers will be differentiated
by different coloured backs. The
national ballot will have blue wavy
lines on the back of the ballot paper
and the provineial ballot paper witl

be clear:

Brsms 1  Controlled by a staff of up
to 22 for three streams. Voters roll is divided
into three alphabetical groups and clearly
marked, A—H ete.

“There will be four-extra Voters Roll

Officers, an extra Inker and four extra Ballot

Paper Issuers

rE Srmzeoas Controlled by a staff of four

The Presiding Officer is also the Queue
Walker and the Door Controller

-1 registered for the election but
haven't ehecked to see.if T.am on
the voters roll, What happens. if I
arrive:at the voting station and find I
am not on the voters roil? .
7 The tendar ballot system glves the
s presiding officer at a voting station
the authority to allow you o vote in the

belief that vou have registered but due to -

an administrative error your name is not

.on the voters’ roll. But vour vote will only
be counted once your registration details
have been checked.

& ":_j p How do I find out the address of
¥ the voting station in my area?

In the vast majority of cases, voters
&% will cast their vote at the same voting
station where they registered. To check,
call either the IEC tollfree number or the

MTN informaticn line (numbers below).

£5 I need help to fill in the ballot
¥ paper. Can someone help me?

The presiding officer or a voting offi-

: cer, at your reguest, will assist you to

vote in the presence of an accredited

observer or two agents from different par-

ties. You can be assisted if you cannotread

or have a physical disability In the case of*

physical disability you can be assisted by a
person of your choice provided the presid-
ing officer is satisfied that vour assistant
15 over the age of 18,

If 1 make a mistake on my ballot
paper, can I get another one?

Yes, provided that you have not
already posted your ballot paper in
the ballot box.

I work shifts and wiil only be able

to get to the voting station a few
minutes before closing time. Will I be
allowed to vote? .
People who are standing in queues
outside the voting station and in the
designated at the official closing time of
gpm will be allowed to vote.

B U'nder which circumstances is a
‘ballot paper rejected?

Counting officers must reject any

-ballot paper which indicates the

identity of the voter; on which a vote is

cast for more than one registered party or

for more than one candidate; that is

unmarked; that is marked in such a way
that it is not reasonably possible to deter-
mine the voter’s choice; one that does not
bear the TEC stamyp and one which is not
an official ballot paper.

Who can I eall for if 1 need any
other information?

The IEC's toll-free nmber is 0800 11
. B000. MTN in conjunction with the
IEC has alse provided a information ser-
vice, the number for this is 083-122. MTN
subscribers need only call 122 on their
phones. On Election Day, a second MTN
service on telephone number 083-133 will
be provided to give voters election
updates.




African experience shows that elections, by
themselves, cannot guarantee democracy

islation which could have neganvely aﬁez:t—

heart of many definitions of democ-

racy. But the interplay between elec-
tions and democracy is by no means simple
orclear.

Indeed, equating eIectmns w1th democ-
racy can lead to -serious misunderstand-
ings of the nature and role of elections in
the sphere of politics.

It is important to recognise that elec-
tions do not always serve democracy.

In Afiica, and other pairts of the
world, the reasons for holding elec-
tions are based on a broad range of
political objectives and serve
numerous political ends.

In some instances, elec-
tions have been used to
lend political legitimacy to
governments under scruti-
ny by foreign donors. An
example of this is Kenya in
the early 1990s.

Foreign donors, unhap-
py with the political situa-
tion in the couniry, threat-
ened to withdraw millions
of dollars in aid. In order to

The notion-of elections lies at the very

appease donors, Kenya
immediately ealled for mul-
tiparty elections.

In other instances, elec-
tions have been used as a way
of holding on to power by
incumbent governments or to guell politi-
cal fervour or revolution.

The legacy of colonial rule did not pre-
pare Africa and its electorates well for elec-
tions or for demoeracy

The proliferation of one-party authori-
farian governments across post-indepen-
dent Africa is undoubtedly a product of

Africa’s experience of polifical rule under -

colonialism. In general, the colonial style
of rule, its structares and policies were
anthoritarian and exclasive.

Even when attempts were made to lib-
eralise colonial governments and policies
just prior to independence, electorates
remained disempowered, enjoying little or
no political participation. This autocracy
thwarted a pelitical culture of participa-
tion, tolerance and competition.

Considerable scepticism surrounds the
fairness of elections in Africa. A study by
Michael Bratton shows that of the 54 elee-
tions held in 29 African countries from
1950 to 19%4, 24 were not considered either
fair or free. _

Indeed many disturbing tales can be
told of deeply flawed elections in Africa:

-Political eandidates have been disguali-

fied; intimidation has been rife; govern-
ment resources have been used to help
incumbent governments win elections;
laws and electoral procedures have been
manipulated to the advaniage of the raling
party and, in many cases, there has been
sirong evidence of blatant elecioral fraud.

In Zambia, former President Kenneth
Kaunda maintained a state of emergency
throughout the election period. This
allowed him to side-step constitutional leg-

- Gnassingbe Eyadeina, was

ed his chanees of e dlection.

President Robert Mugabe has been crit- -

icised for “designing” an electoral system
that secures his continued presidency in
Zimbabwe. He personally appoints the
commission tasked with overseeing the
election, for example,

The newly-formed coalition between

trade union bodies
and civil society
organisations  in
Zimbabwe presents
Mugabe with a very real
political challenge. Sirong
calls for electoral reform
have already begun to
emanate in particular from
the Zimbabwe Congress of
Trade Unions.

Togo’s 199D Pre51dent1al
election, won by General

severely marred by intimi-
dation and violence.

In Lesotho’s 1994 elec-
tion, registration forms
were found hidden on a
riverbed.

An analysis of the 1997
Kenyan election reveals a sot
of undemocratic and restric-
tive laws governing the regis-
fration of political parties and
meetings. In addition, the ruling.
Kenya African National Union
appeared {o receive considerable
favourable media attention.

Yet another example of alleged
electoral fraud is found in Nigeria. A few
months afier the 1991 elections in Nigeria,
the Electoral Commission discovered that
there were millions of additional names on
the voling register In Nigeria’s recent elec-
tion, there were claims of fraud in the
form of ballot stuffing,

Despiie this, there were strong attempts
by international forces to ensure that elec-

tion results were upheld.

Ed Royce, a promineni US moniior,
argued that election resnlis should be hon-
oured. This same sentiment was echoed by
European monitors.

Infernational forces appear inient on
ensuring that Nigeéria moves closer
towards democracy, even if this means
accepting an imperfect election result.

This expediency exercised by foreign
monitors cannot but breed fragile, fleeting
and even illegitimate democracies.

nger:a in particular, has struggled io
sustain a siable
government

and the
chances of
a new

democra-

¢y which
lacks legit-
imaey  sur-
- viving in this
politically
volatile country
are rather dismal.
In nUmercus
cases, the resulis of
elections in Africa have
not been honoured.
The resulis of the 1993
Nigerian Presidential elec-
tion, for instance, were annulled by mili-
tary forces.

In the same year, in Burund1 Melchior
Ndadaye was assassinated in a military
coup just months after bemg elected presi-
dent of the country.

The 1992 election process in Angola was
aborted as Unita iried to take political con-
trol by force.

‘democracy is imlikely to thrive.

fion of democratic values into all Organs of
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But not all elections in Africa are defec-
tive and in many instances considerable
eare is taken to ensure that the electoral
procedure and outcome is just.

Stringent steps were faken io ensure
the freeness and fairness of South Africa’s
first democratic election in 1994, In
“Opinion 99", a public opinion poll con-
ducted by Markinor and the Institute for
Democracy in South Africa in late 1998
among South African adulis, respondents
were asked o comment on the fairness of
the 1994 election. Over two-thirds of
respondents perceived the electoral
process to have been faic

As South Africa prepares for its second
elections, political parties and organisa-

tions have encouraged political tolerance
as exemplified by the recent peace summit
held in Nyanga in the Western Cape, which
aimed fo abate political viclence and
ensure free and fair political campaigning.

This is a particularly encouraging sign,
especially when viewed against the highly
intolerant political culture which was
reared by the apartheid regime and which

permeated South African society just a
few years ago.

It is important to recognise
that, by themselves,. elections
cannot herald in democratlc
government.

Founding elections are
often treated as the climax of
democracy when, in fact, ‘they

merely signal the founding of a

democracy. Flections cannot and do not
ensure democracy, they are only capable of
“push starting” or re-energising the
democratisation process.

Economic crises and international
pressures have propelled many African
countries fowards democratic transitions,
yet they do not lay a secure foundation on
which democracy can be reared and devel-
oped. ‘Without thé democratie ﬂ’ansforma—
tion of institutions within’ soc1ety, includ-
ing the economy, and the encouragement
of political tolerance, a real cuiture of

Real democratic consolidation is a hard
and long process. It requires fundamental -
institutionat change and the deep penetra-

society

Prospects for democratic transforma—
tion and consolidation in South Africa
appear good. Unlike many African states,
South Africa treated its fonnding election
as the starting block to democracy rather
than as its culmination. '

Since South Africa’s first democratic in
April 1994, the foundations of a democratic
society have started to take shape. This has
been no mean task given the legacy ‘of
apartheid and the autocratic institufions
and political culture bred by this Qalmcal
ideology

Elections are democracy’s grbitest
showpiece. More often than not, though,
elections are only the stariing point for the
democratisation of society e
as a whole. - Kim Heller’




MaAY £JUNE 1999

The first ballot
for the 400-seat
 National
Assermnbly |5
effectively
counts twice

Second ballo’t
for the
provincial
legislature — the
size of the
provincial
legislature varies
from region 1o
region

: On Wednesday more than 18-million voters
will cast their ballots fo elect representa-
tives to Parliament and provincial legisla-
tures.

Once again the proportional represen-

- {ation (PR) electoral system will be used.

YUHY DO WE USE PR?

Prior to 1994, South Africa had a “first-
past-the-post” systen of elections. We
inherited this system, also referred to as
the Westminster system, from Britain.

+ « It was based on constituencies, or spe-
cially drawn up districts with defitied geo-
graphical boundaries. Each constituency
had a seat in Parliament.

The candidate who received the most
votes in the constituency won that seat in
Parliament. The other candidates in the
election “race” lost, and the votes they bad
received were wasted.

This systein had the effect of denying
representation to significant blocs of vot-
ers. Only those who voted for the winning
candidate received any representdtion.
Everyone else — even if their combined
support was greater than that received by
the winner — got no representation.

Critics say this system produced legis-

the public, discriminated against smaller
This is why it is on the wane around the

world. The US, Canada and Britain are the
. sanly Western democracies still using it.

There are various electoral systems based
on the proportional representation princi-

National Assembly 400 seats

200 seats allocated \ Regional seat allocation
proportionately among ! fasiern Cape 27 {28)
parties, according to . Free State 14 (13}
their share of the . Gauieng 46 (43)
naticnat vote © KwaZulu Natal 38 (40}
' : Mpumalanga 14 {14}
200 seats divided among ! Northern Cape 4 (4)
regions and allocated - N Province 20 (20
according to a party's : North West 17 {15)
share of national votes | Westem Cape 20 2%}
_ castin each region - ' <+ {Allocation i 1934}

Provincial Legislature (1994 seax)
Fastern Cape 63 (56) | Northern Cape 30 (30)
= iroe State 30 (30) : N Province 49 (40)
{ Gauieng 73 (85) - North West 33 (30)

N B S S

latures that failed to reflect the views of

parties and discouraged voter furnout. -

ple but they have one thing in common —

KwaZulu Natat 80 (81) Western Cape 39 (42)
Mpumalanga 30( o)

427 seafs (45

I\latlnllal'- 10. delega’[es
Council of fromeach

Provinces province
90 seats

Do you j‘?zél lz‘ké not bothering fo vote becau_.s*e you think your vote won't
make much difference to the outcome of the election? Well, you're wrong.

the represeniation a party recéives in a leg-
islature is in gropoertion to the number of
vofes it receives. If a party receives 30% of
the vote, it receives 30% of the seats in the
legislature, 10% of the vote receives 10% of
the seats, and so on.

FR’S PROS AND CONS

@ The most serious criticism of PR sys-
tems is that they can result it unstable
coalition governments, suchas in Italy

® On the other hand, PR encourages voter
turnout. In PR countries, 70 to-90%. of the
people turn out 1o vote, compared to 50%
or less in "“first-past-the-post” countries.

® It results in strong mulii-party eompeti-
tion and gives voters a much greater cholce
at the polls.

® 1t ensures fairer representation of polit-
ical, ethnic and racial minorities.

® H ensures
women. PR countries tend to have much
higher ratios of elected female officials.
Fhis is due to women being nominated in

much higher numbers on party lisis. -

Parties cannot leave women off lists for
fear of being accused of sexism, and some
even have gender quotas for nominations.

‘€AN | VOTE FOR A CANDIDATE?

No. There are various PR systems but by
far the most widely used and straightfor-
ward systemn is the Party List Sysicm.
Each party puts up a list of candidates
egual to the number of seats to be filled.

more representation of

Voters cast their ballots for one party list
or another; and the parties receive seats in
proportion fo their share of the vote,

There are two broad types of list sys-
tems. In “open list” systems, voiers can
indicate on the ballot their preferences-
among the list of party candidates.
Candidates with more votes are moved
higher on the list and have a befter chance
of getting elecied.

In the "closed list” system, such as that
used In South Africa, the party fixes the
order in which the candidates are listed
and elected, and the voter simply casts one
vote for the party list as a whole.

Party candidates are elected in the
order they appear on the ballot. Obviously,

“the higher a candidate is placed on a Hst,
‘the more likely he/she is to be elected.

¥ BAKY VOTES DG { HAVE?

Two. The first baliot paper is for the elec-
tion of representatives to the National
Assembly. The second ballot paper is for
the election of Members of the Provincial
Legislatures (MPLs). -

Political parties are presented on the

baliot papers, and you vote for the party -

vou think will best represent your inter-
ests

GOW MANY SEATS ARE THERE?
Our Constitution states that there should

be one seat in the National Assembly for
every 160000 people, with a minimum of
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vear, there are 400 seats up for grabs.,
Half of them will be filled using nation-

al party lists, and the other half will be-

filled using provincial party lists to ensure
provincial representation. )

The Constitution stipulates that a
provincial legislature should consist of
between 30 and 80 members, depending on
the population of the province.

ESOW ARE SEATS ALLOCATED?

Onee the vote is in, a guota formula isused

to allocate the seats proportionately among
the parties. The guota is found from the
total mumber of votes cast divided by the
number of seats to he filled, plus one. The
resulting number is rounded down to the

nearest whole number, and one then added. .

The number of seats each party gets is
then found by dividing that party’s total

vote by the quota.

‘The picture in the National Assembly is
meore complicated because of the exmtence
of provineial seats.

I you want know more about the exact

. mechanisin, constilt the Electoral Institute

of SA’s booklet, "A Handbook of Scuth
African Elecioral Laws and Regulatiors
1909"” or iis website at wiww.eisa.org.za

it should be clear now that your vote
counts. I pur electoral system;‘a}l-vates

‘coniribute to a political party’s success

and ensure that the leglslaturas accurately

-reflect your views.

SOURCES: "A Handbook of South African Electoral {aws
and Regulations 1992" (EISA); and PR Library at: -
www.mmolyoke.edu/acad{‘polit!damy!prllibkhtm

350 seats and a maximum of 400 seats. This .
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Zip-zips will put zap into Voting

sion (IBC} has sef up a permanent
technological infrastructure which
will have a lifespan beyond the elections
and could be used to finally offer effective
communications to every citizen.
It could, of course, also be used to close-
Iy track each registered citizen’s move-
ments - Big Brother theories are common.
The information technelogy (IT) infra-
struciure, said to have cost about R900 mil-
lion, is composed of a nationwide satellite

The Independent Electoral Commis-

+ wide area network (WAN) with 450 work-

ing sites, 1500 PCs which are mostly NT
workstations, 25000 zip zip machines, cen-
tralised databases and servers, a secure
intranet, a fuiictional Internet site, and
two full-time call centres, one of which can
handie up to 60000 calls an hour.

For the uninitiated, a satellite WAN
allows data to be “beamed” securely from
each polling station via satellite to head-
guarters and downloaded direcily into
comprehensive databases of voter infor-
mation; NT workstations are Microsoft
loaded computers with the power to double
U as servers; a server is big box which can
process and direct many different pack-
ages of information at once; and a eall cen-
tre ig a glorified help line which takes in
and routes many calls at once.

But how the techniology helps a weary
voter is all important. The call centres
should be useful tools before the big day.

MTN has launched a veter information
line that will enable South Africans to
check whether that they are registered and
where they are expected to cast thehr vote.
The IEC has a similar helpline set up. On
Election Day, the IEC and MTN will launch
an election update service on 083-133.

-Christo Diedericks, program manager
for the IEC, said the bar-code scanning
devices from ICL, known colloquially as
zip zips, would speed up the voting process
itself: “The necessary data for each polling

The Inter-Parliamentary Council has set up
criteria for a free and fair election. These
criterta include the legal framework for the
election and gives guidelines for the
campaigning of political parties.

David Connolly, Austratian High
ommissioner to South Africa, in a paper
ented 1o the Independent Electoral
Commjssion’s cenfere:ﬁm%gg;o[idaﬁng
democraty, elaborated on thegenditions
naeded to ensure a free and fair election.

Drawing #g the coundl’s criteria,
Connolly said thjn a free election Citi%‘}&
could choose one candidage or party over

ancther in the absence of any form of
coercion and in a fair election the rules were
applied in an unbiased {fashion to alt
participants.

"HEN IS AN

w

station will be downloaded via the WAN so
as to have a comprehensive voters roll.

“As a person comes into the polling sta-
tion, their bar-coded ID will be scanned.
The ID will match, or it will not be on the
roll for that area. Time wasted during an
election is usually spent try-
ing to match names with
a voters’ roll.

. “The zip zip’s abili-
ty to confirm that a per-
som Is not registered for
that area should speed
up the process by 70%.”

One of ICL’s part-
ners in the zip zip pro-
ject, Pexdata Techno-
logies, developed en-
cryption and compres-

workstations

sion technigues that SEMVICES
should ensure’ the @ Secureiniranet
integrity and security of & Internet site
the data.

In the case of elec-
tions, despite the best IT
architecture designed
by Andersen Consulting
for the IRC, and despite the best staff, secu-
Tity issues are of erifical importance. The
IEC said it was confident that the security
for the entire election process would be
particularly difficult to crack.

A security expert from the TEC said
there were many layers fo the security
process: even if some inventive hacker
managed to bypass one system, there
wotld be many other different systems to
hack through before even just one vote
could be viewed.

Firsily, not all of the processing and
data rums over the WAN, which could be
seen as the most obvious area to atfack.
Most systems are password profected, and
many of the applicafions have “read-only™
access, with "write” access being granted
to very few people within the IEC itself.

Connolly said i was desirable to have a
free and fair election because “the higher
the credibility of an election outcome, the
more likely it is that all parties will abide by
-the results, leading fo a stable political
environment which is essential for social and
economic development.” . -

These are some of the criteria set out by
the Inter-Parfiamentary Council:

@ The state should ensure that there is a

necessary fegal and institutional framework

for periodic and genuine, free and fair

elections;

@ The state should also establish a neutral
rtial or balanced mechanism for the-

ent of elections and the electoral
olitical parties should be

able to maintal en dialogue to create

SYSTEM EDETAILS

& Nationwide wide area
network {(WAN)

. & 450 working Sites
& 1 500 PCs, most of them NT

& 25 000 barcode scanners
‘& Centralised databases-and

& Two fuil-time call centres,
one capable of handling
60 000 calls an hour,

This means that although a person
conld view & voter's details and their vote,
the details could not be altered.

The zip zip machines require a log-on
code from users and each one is able to
audit by whom, when and where it is used.
The NT workstations have

inbuilt security sys-

tems with a register
and the ability to
resirict access.

The WAN iisel can
monitor traffic, check
accesses and produce
audits, and then the
databases into which
the information is
thrown also has many
layers of security with
very few people allowed
“write” access.

With security cov- 7

ered, preparations for
the day are in full
swing. Diedericks said
the huge data down-
loads of the voters’ roll
via the WAN to the polling stations were

~ almost 70% completed.

There will also be paper copies of the
roll at each voting station as a back-up in
case Eskom fails to keep the Hghts on.

Later on during Election Day, voie
counting will be a traditional, manual
affair

Diedericks said the TEC hagd advocated
the use of zip zips for counting, but the
idea was rejected. After counting has labo-
riously taken place, the final data will be
fransmitted via WAN, fax and telephone to
the Gauteng headguarters for reconcilia-
tion of the votes and number of volers.

Once the mystery identity of our new
ruling party has been unveiled - and with
all the fuss right now you’d think nobody
knows which it's going to be - the technol-

LECTION EREE AND

an atmosphere of trust;
& Cvery adult citizen has the right to vote in

_elections on a non-discriminatory basis;

& The voter also has the right of access to
an effective, impartial, non-discriminatory
procedure for the registration of voters;

® ho eligible citizen should be denied the
right to vote or disqualified from voter
registration except in accordance with

. ohjectively verifiable criteria prescribed by

{aw, provided that such measures are

--consistent with international law;

® Citizens have a right to voter education
about voting procedures and to make an
informed choice; _

@ A citizen should have an equal right fo
join or establish a political party and stand as

a candidate for the election;

ogy will not go to waste.
An IEC official said: “The idea was to
- set up a permanent infrastructure, which
could update citizen's regisiration details

with ease. The technology is a tool to be |

used strategically™

Dr Sam van Tonder, client director at -

ICL which was involved with the R90 mil-
lion order for the 25 (00 scanning devices,
said the IEC was an ongoing organisation
which required the technological back-
bone to be able to process local, provincial
and national elections for years to come.

. He said there were also many alterna-
tive uses for the equipment, but declined to
comment further.

What could. the alternative uses be? On
the upside, never before has every South
African had the ahility to reach a viable
source of communication. i used for edu-
cation, learning and rural communications,
this infrastructure could bring untold good
to the country’s rural communities.

But never before have so many ID num-
bers and personal details been stored in an
effective and functional database. It could
lead to banking the unbanked, it eould lead
o the state knowing a bit too much about
its population, or i could lead to nothing at
all which is what often happens to the best
of infentions for social upliftrnent.

Speculation aside, with a R800million
investment, something longterm should
come out of it, if only the fact that regis-
tration will, hopefully, never again be such
a difficult and time-consuming process
since many eligible voters will already be
accounted for next time round.

Further than that cannot be foreteld

but the TIEC has, in a relatively short space.

of time, managed to accomplish what this
country’s telecommunications operators
have been trving to achieve for years; a
robust 'and effective communications
infrastracture available to each and every
South African. - Renée Bonorchis

AIR?

@ The state should regulate the funding and
political party campaigns so that parties can
caontest elections on an equitable basis;

® Candidates and voters” basic righis to
freedom of expression, freedom of move-
ment, assembly and association need to be
protected;

® Political parties have a right to campaign
on an equal basis with other political parties,.
including the party forming the e;ustmg
government; :

® Parties, candidates and supporters should

- enjoy equal access To police and security

forces and the state needs io take the
necessary steps o prevent ejectoral

violence; and,

@ The electoral process should be trans-
parent. - Cecilia Russel!
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Most people helieve the

'
) will go to the

ends of the earth for free and fair elections...

#

The job of the IEC isn’t easy. 11'1 the forthcoming electians,. miltions of people will need
to cast their vote. Therefore, it is vitally important that the 1EC provides the some fevel

of services to olf South Africans. Quite obviously, the need for reliable communjcotion .

systems is poramount. That's why the IEC signed o three-year confract for Telkom's

SpaceStream sarvice, which offers o satellite-based communicaions solution. This will
. fucilitate the electronic fransfer of iaformation: financial systems, voter's reglsiraimn )

details and election results.

Commenting on this innovfive joint venture, Telkom's CED, Sizwe Hxasune said: “We

sirive to-deliver excellent service to our customers. On this project Telkom, fogether with

the IEC, hove truly renched world-class delivery and customer service: stondards.”

- Telkom's SpaceStream service, which uses the lotest Very Small Aperture Terminl (VSAT)

technology, hes enabled the development of a secure, flaxible and reliable customised Wide

- Area Network (WAN) for the IEC. This has enabled even fhe remotest parts of our country

fo be reached, therefore cousing no disadvantage to any community throaghout South Africa.

.

The benefits of opfing for satellite communication jn-your business covld become apparent
immediotely. - '

Customer service, and:thus business efficiency, are dramatically improved.
. SpaceStreom grows with your charging business needs ond provides a reliable,
flexible and ensily deployed communicofions solufion.
* - Complete connectivity with o-guaranteed service level is provided across Seuth Africa,
regatdless of the existence of lack of Jocal infrastruciure.
= longterm costs are s’mhie os they ore-not ufferted by. ch&nges in Jocal or. kmg
- distance tariffs.

So; whatever. your needs or point. of view, satelfite communications holds the solunon -
and Teﬂ(om SpaceStream will go the disiance with you. '

Give us o call today.

‘For more information on SpaceStream call FreeCall 0800 222 900

SpaceStream



