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Hey, wake up Frank! Talk to your family! We're 
on a picnic! Together! Remember? Hey, Romeo, 

doesn't your brother ever speak? 

You! What's going on 
here? 

Hey, what's it? What you saying to my son? 

You watch what you say! She can't swim because 
we never had pools, you got all the facilities! 

s this your wife? Is she always this rude? 

A gangster? What do you mean? What the 
hell's your daughter doing in the pool if she 

can't even swim? 

You got everything!. You 
even got job-reservation 

in the Cape! 

How about affirmative action! 
Now even education can't help 

our children get jobs! 
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Well, have you seen what our areas 
look like? Dammit! There aren't even 

houses, and it floods in winter! 

Hey, hold up! Chill! Be a 
brother to one another! 

Since when are 
you talking? 

I'm sick of ing! The government does 
nothing for us, but we must keep on voting. 

50 that more of them can 
ride the gravy train! 

We also suffered under apartheid! 
And now it's a new South Africa, 

and weare being forgotten! 

It feels just like the old South Africa to 
me. The fat cats just changed colour! . 

Why blame each other when you can 
blame them! It's their fault! 

"They"? Who's 
. "they"? I want to 
meet these they! 

I say "Yes! Let us vote" Like the advert 
says, this time we're voting for our 

communities! 

Now your people are in 
power! But our problems 

are as bad as ever! 

And ours too! We don't get privileges 
like you had before. 

Oh, them! The 
government! They 

are to blame! 

No, this is good! It's 
the local government 

elections advert. 

That's what they said last time! 
They're trying to trick us! 

I don't think 50! We 
do need to look after 

our communities. 

The Cape is our home. I think it's the 
most beautiful place in the world! 

They must look after it! We 
must see that they do their 

That's what he said ... 
what's his name? 

Frank! Look at that! He started 
this, now he's gone back to sleep! 



I have already registered 
to vote! I'm committed 

to supporting a real 
democracy! 

Now there is a way for you both to 
have your 

What are you 
talking about now? 

Ha, hal I thought that 
stood for Rosy Days in 

Parliament! 

You're dreaming! You let yourself be 
carried away while they trick you! 

For the government to make real changes, 
they are listening to all points of view! 

What a job! There must be so many guys 
like you two arguing all the time! 

No one knows if it will 
work ... it's the first time it's 

ever been tried. 

The world is watching our new 
democracy with pride. Even the 

Queen came ouito shake our hand! 

Rubbish, man! You're one of those 
people who believes in miracles! You 

think the government will 
make everything rosy! 

And you! You think everyone's a gangster 
out to stab his brother in the back! 

No wonder it takes so long! I wonder what 
real changes will ever get made! 

Just one little change ... the R.D.P! 
The Reconstruction and Development Plan! 

I don't know much! But I'll try to draw 
it in the sand! 
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UNDERSTAN ING THE RDP ----------.. 

What does this guy 
know? He never 
says anything! The RDP will try to \---------r-------------------~ 

redirect money to the 1--_______ --:-________ ----, 

poor who suffered 
under apartheid. 

-----. 

1. The RDP must 
make the 
economy grow 

2. The people of 
South Africa 
must participate I 
in the RDP 

3. The RDP must I 

bring peace and! 
security to our 
country 

OF THE RDP 
4. The RDP must 

unify our 
country 

5. The RDP must 
upl ift people1s 
lives 

6. The RDP must 
strengthen our 
economy 

THE RDP HAS; 4 PROGRAMMES 
d 

Sounds good, hey! 
Arenlt you excited? 

BASIC NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE 

To give people a better standard of 
I ivi ng and a better way of I ife, such 
as improving their education, building 
houses and provid i ng better health 
services. Local government plays an 
important role in putting the RDP into 
practice because it provides basic 
services such as water, sewerage and 
rubbish collection. 

TRAINING 

The government needs trained 
and skilled people. We need 
to train and educate as many 
South Africans as possible, 
especially the young people. 

BUILDI~G THE ECONOMY 

To give people a better way of 
I ife the government real ises we 
must have a strong economy. 
The RDP is concerned with 
bu i Iding the economy. 

Itls easy sounding 
good. But can they 

make it work? 

BUILDING A 
DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 

In the past the apartheid government 
tried to control people's I ives. The 
4th priority is for people to live in 
freedom and have a say in how 
society should be run. One way that 
people can say what they want is 
by voting. 



I bet you can It 
tell us how it 

works. 

Where do these 
funds come from? 

( 

-----------.-.~- ----------_.-.-

All I kn'ow is it falls 
directly under 

President Mandela. MORE AB0UT THE RDP 

MA~AGI~G THE RDP 

The National Office of the RDP 
is run by Minister Jay Naidoo. 

@ IMPLEME~TI~G THE RDP 

Jay Naidoo meets with the 
cabinet ministers to check all 
departments are providing 

funds for RDP projects .. 

The funding comes 
from the budget. 

How do we 

And where does ~ 
the money from ® 

the budget 
THE BUDGET 

. know they aren It 
being wasteful? Therels a checklist l 

of criteria that they 
must follow according 

to the RDP. come from? 
The government gets 
money from the taxes we 
pay. The government sets 
out how it wi II spend the 
country's money in the 
BUDGET. 

00 CHECKLIST forRDP PROJECTS 

How can we 
get the 
money? 

RDP projects must: Are you sure allofthis 
1. Create jobs. istrueShamiel? It sounds 

2. Increase people ' s abi I ity to too good to be true. 

work in groups and institutions. 
3. Identify and make resources 

available. 
4. Improve people's lives. 
5. Be based on local needs 

'dentified by communities. 

EiJ RDP FORUMS 

Communities can apply 
for money through the 

RDP forums. 

RDP Forums are places where local 
organisations meet to decide what projects 
are most urgently needed by the 
community. You can find out more about 
your local RDP Forum from your Local 
Authority. 
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Why shouldn't things be 
good, just because they 

were bad before? 

Although it will take 
years before we can see 

the difference. 

fetch the basket, Romeo 
will you help me? 

Help yourselves! 

The process has begun!! We have 
a government which is on the 

side of the peoplel 

Have a bite to eat with us! 

Power corrupts! We must 
keep watch! Why? 

Because we can use our 
vote to protect ourselves. 

That cooler is 
huge! Did you get "".:'~,; 
it from the RDP? 

I 
.~ 
t 
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Yeah, what does the 
national government 

actually do? 
Arr~.r 

Daddy, Romeo wants to give 
me swimming lessons. 

No way! Nobody gives my 
daughter swimming lessons! 

This is when I feel really happy to be 
a citizen of our beautiful democracy! 

You are free to vote, 
or not to vote. 
Your choice! 

Nothing really. Now 
that apartheid's over, 
it's just an ordinary 
government, like in 

most countries. 

Ag, no! Don't you begin that voting stuff 
again! I was starting to relax lekker! 

Until all three tiers of government are in place!. 
We only have the first two parts so far. You see? 

on't know much, but J'II try and dra 

He said that last time! 
He's having us on! 
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Our first vote in April 
was for National 

Government. NATIO~AL GOVER~ME~T 

Most countries have governments which are structured like ours. There are 3 areas of national government: 

PROVINCIAL 
GOVERNMENT 

LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 

o I LEGISLATIVE I 
Th is is the pari iament. It makes all 
the laws of the country. It is divided 

into the: 

I NATIO~L ASSEMBLY I I SE~TE I 
The National Assembly consists 
of 400 members of pari iament. 
200 from the national list and 
200 from the regional lists. 

Hey ... if this is 
boring, skip it out! 

The senate is made up 
of representatives from 
the provi nces. There are 
1 a senators from each 

CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 

The National Assembly, together with the 
Senate wi II meet over the next 2 years to 
finalise the New Constitution for South Africa. 

National government deals with things like Foreign Policy, 
the Army, and working out the Budget of the country.. . 
National government sets minimum standards for the country 
ego free health care for pregnant women and chi Idren 
under six years old. 
. National government manages the national economy. 

01 EXECUTIVE I 
This is the CABINET. 
The cabinet is made up of the 
ministers of the government 
departments. It is headed by 
President Mandela. It carries 
out the I aws of the cou ntry. 
The cabi net sees to the 
day-to-day running of the 
country. 

The minister in charge of Local 
Government is Roelf Meyer, 
his deputy is Mohammed Valli 
Moosa. 

o I JUDICIARY I 
This is the judges and the 
courts. They make sure that 
the laws are carried out 
fairly. 

NATIONAL GOVERNMENT 
A~DTHE RDP 

The RDP is co-ordinated . 
through the cabinet which. 
meets once·a week. A 
special office has been set 
up under the president 
which makes sure all parts 
of the govern ment are . 
carryi ng out the 
RDP and that 
the govern ment 
departments 
are 
providing 
money 

. from their 
budgets 
to RDP 
projects .. 

. It seems to be an ordinary 
government. The big 

difference is that it is made 
up of ministers of all races. 

Not like before. 



- Our second vote in 
April was for Provincial 

Government. 

PROVINCIAL 
GOVERNMENT 

LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 

Not everything happens at 
national level ... to make South 
Africa more democratic and to 
bring government closer to the 
people, 9 provincial . 
governments have been 
created. 

So then what exactly is 
Provincial government 

responsible for? 

Provincial government is . 
responsible for things like 
education, health care, 
housi ng, transport, local 
government, economic 
aevelopment, tourism, 
and development 
planning. 

PROVI~CIAL GOVER~ME~T 
Look at the map. 

I r 
! 

NORTHERN CAPI 

KIMBER~:Y. 

The provi nces get thei r 
money from national 
government. They may 
also start to raise their 
. own taxes in the futu re. 

PIETERSBURG 

NORTHERN TRANSVAAL 

EASTERN 
.~TRANSVAAL 

ORANGE FREE STATE 
I 

I think it looks like we 
wi II be better looked 

after this time! 

The provi nces have thei r 
own legislature and they 
are ru n by the executive . 
committees. The executive 
committees are chaired by 
the Premiers. 

All nine premiers of the 
provi nces meet with the 
national government 
ministers to check that the 
RDP is being properly 
carried out and that funds 
are bei ng spent accord i ng 
to RDP principles. 

PROVI~CIAL A~D 
LOCAL GOVERME~T 
One of the Members of the 
Executive Committee (MEC) 
of each province deals with 
local government. The 
MECs for local government 

meet once a month with 
the Minister of Local 
Government to 
co-ordinate local 
government issues . 



Well, now I 
understand what we 
voted for last time! 

I still don't understand why 
we need a third tier. 

ja, why can't Provincial 
government look after our 

areas? 

But they were apartheid 
structures - they need to be 

replaced with democratic ones. 

14 

Thanks to this guy's great 
explanation! 

:: ~ <;~"""'.". 

Now you are talking! I 
don't know where you get 

it, but you got it! 

So we voted in the first 
two tiers of govemment 

called National and 
Provincial. 

And now we need to vote 
in the third tier, Local 

Government! . 

But like he said, they have other jobs to do! 
Like making laws about education. 

In the old system we never had a thing 
like Provincial goverment. All provinces 

had the same laws. 

But did we have a thing like 
local government before? 

I suppose we did - we had 
the old town councils. 

So that's why we're voting! We're being 
given the chance to choose who's looking 
after our areas, instead of just being told, 

like before! 

Of course! All levels of government will 
be elected by us from now on! 

I , 



Ek, jy - you, me -
all of us, almal free! 

I'm not fast asleep! 
I know I'm free! 

What would you like to be different? 

You see - you can be responsible! III 

I'll go and 
sleep closer where I can 

hear better! 

.. ,-.,,;--
.,; .~" 

Don't start with me. Just because you think 
it is lekker to vote, it suits your needs. 

It suits yours too! You can 
vote for whoever you like. 

Okay, I'm free to vote or not, but who do I vote 
for? That's what nobody can tell me! 

Will it be any better than the 
old Town Councils? 

We know you're 
wide awake! Tell us! 

15 
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On November 1 st we 
will vote in the local 

elections ... UNDERSTANDING IloCAL GOVERNMENT 
NATlO .... AL 

GOVER .... ME .... T 

PROVI .... CIAL 
GOVER .... ME .... T 

LOCAL GOVER .... ME .... T 

~. Local Authorities raise 
money themselves by 
charging people for 
services. They also get 
money from both national 
and provincial 
government to improve 
their communities. This is 
why it is important that 
services are provided. So 
that the local governments 
can run efficiently. 

You know that big 
campaign to get people 
to pay for their services? 

Yes ... what's it 
called? 

Masakhane! 

• 

(I WHAT DOES "-----~I' ... I ... GOVER~ME~T DO? 

.. housing 

.. water & sanitation 

.. cleansing 

.. refuse removal 

.. electricity 

... roads 

.. street I ighti ng 
• planning 
.. community facilities: 

ego libraries; parks; 
cemetries; sports 
stadiums 

.. emergency services: 
ego ambulance; fire 
brigade; traffic pol ice 
I could be in the 

cemetery now, I ucki Iy 
Romeo saved me! 

I hope they build an 
Olympic size swimming 

pool in your area! 

TRANSITIO~AL COU~CILS 

In the past, services were 
on Iy del ivered properly 
to white areas. The new 
government's priority is 
to make sure all areas 
get these services. 

This is why new 
transitional councils 
have been set up. They 
are more representative 
than the previous local 
authorities. 

PRIORITIES 

The new local government's 
priority is to correct th is situation. 
The new local government must: 
.. upgrade services and repair 

services where they have. 
broken down; and 

.. develop new services in areas 
that were overlooked before. 

. It is important that communities 
choose which services to improve 
fi rst because it can not all be done 
at the same ti me. It 
is only through 
democratically 
elected local 
government 
structures 
that the RDP 
can be 
properly 
carried 
out. 

Tell me more about these 
elections and 1111 think 

about voti ng ... 
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IIII tell you! live 
already registered. 

You guys were taken 
off the voters I roll over 

forty years ago! 

LOCAL GOVERt~MENT ELECTIONS 

REGISTRATIO~ 

To vote you must be registered on 
thevoters I roll of your local authority. 
You must also have your 10 book 
with you. 

:. ~ I WHAT IS THE VOTERS' ROLL I 
The voters l roll is the list of people 
who qual ify to vote for a local 
authority. When you register as a 
voter your name will be added to the 
voters l roll. 

CHECK THE VOTERS· ROLL 

Remember to check that your name 
is on the voters l roll at your local 

,authority office. 

And now welre 
back - and this time 
welre here to stay! 

I Does it have to be 
so complicated? 

, 

,i . 

I 
, 

WHERE TO VOTE 

You have to vote in the voti ng 
station in the ward where you 
have registered and live. 

• ~WARDS 

Each Local Authority area wi II 
be divided into smaller areas 
called wards. Each ward wi II be 
represented on the council by a 
ward counci II or. You wi II be able 
to vote for a ward councillor of 
your choice. Parties wi II also be 
represented on the council. You 
will also be able to vote for a 
party of your choice. 

METROPOLITA~ 
AREAS 

In metropol itan areas 
such as Cape Town 
you can vote for a 
party of your 
choice on the 
metropol itan 
council. 

So I suppose you 
knew this all 

along Frank ... 

I see what you 
, mean! I hope it 

doesn It put you off! 



You know what I think? I 
think I'd better vote. I think 

it hel ! 

20 

I'm sure he's very 
responsible, sweetie. 

We must do what we can 
to make things better! 

. Hey! Your other son is 
v.ery bright! It's good! 



If you need any more information on the local 
government elections, you can contact the 
organisations listed below. They should be able 
to assist you with training and resource materials. 

Project Vote 
National Office (021 )45-2714 
Cape Town (021)45-3207 
Worcester (0231)75067 
Johannesburg (011 )834-8361 
Port Elizabeth (041) 551-552 
Umtata (0471)311-837 
Bloemfontein (051 )484-821 
Colesburg (051) 753-0072 
Carnarvon (02032)429 

Project Vote has produced posters, pamphlets, 
a training manual, photocomic and an 8-page 
tabloid newspaper called Voting Times on the 
local government election. 

Black Sash 
CapeTown (021)689-31150 
Johannesburg (011 )834-8361 
Pietermaritzburg (0331 )4-6368 
East London (0431 )439-206 
Port Elizabeth (041)546-274] 
Pretoria (012)322-3969 
Durban (031 )305-2815 
Grahamstown (0461)28091 
Knysna (0445)24458 

Institute for local Governance and Development 
(INLOGOV) 
Office in Cape Town (021 )455-704 

South African Catholic Bishops Conference 
(SACBC) 
Office in Pretoria (012)323-6458 

Voter Education and Elections Training Unit 
(VEETU) 
Cape Town (021)47-5090 
Johannesburg (011 )337-3622 
East London (0431)437-675 
Durban (031 )301-4333 

Matla Trust 
Office in Johannesburg (011 )836-8061 

Diakona 
Office in Durban (031 )3060341 

Institute for Multi-Party Democracy 
Cape Town (021 )419-3680 
Durban (031 )306-3744 

South African Council of Churches 
Johannesburg (011 )492-1380 
Durban (031 )301-3944 
Namaqualand Council of Churches 
(0251 )23304/81365 

Centre for Rural and Legal Studies 
Stellenbosch (021 )883-8032 

Akanani Development Trust 
Louis Trichardt (015)556-3133 

Here is a list of the provincial ministers in charge 
of local government. They are at the forefront 
of the elections campaign in each province. 

Orange Free State 

Miss MA Motsumi 
Local Government, Management and Planning 
Private Bag X20561 
BLOEMFONTEIN 

HF Verwoerdgebou 
Bloemfontein 

Tel: (051)405-5304 
Fax: (051)304-874 

Natal 

Mr PM Miller 
Local Government and Housing 
Private Bag 9037 
PIETERMARITZBURG 
3200 

Natalia Building 
Pietermaritzburg 

Tel: (0331 )423-452 
Fax: (0331 )944-505 

Northern Cape 

Mr 0 Dikgetsi 
Local Government 
PO Box 2618 
KIMBERLEY 
8300 

Provincial Building 
Chapel Street 
Kimberley 

Tel: (0531)814-761 ex.211 or 214 
Fax: (0531 )814-475 

North West 

Mr D Africa 
Local Government and Housing 
Private Bag X2099 
MMABATHO 
8681 

Gorona Building 
Mmabatho 

Tel: (0140)292-202 
Fax: (0140)291-2219 

Northern Transvaal 

Mr J Dombo 
Land, Housing and Local Government 
Private Bag X9483 
PIETERSBURG 
0700 

58 Market Street 
Pietersburg 

Tel: (0152)291-1007 
Fax: (0152)295-2197 

Eastern Transvaal 

Mr CJ Masilela 
Local Government 
PO Box 11273 
NELSPRUIT 
1200 

5th Floor 
United Building 
Nelspruit 

Tel: (01311)554-828/790 
Fax: (01311 )554-887 

Eastern Cape 

Mr M Mamase 
Housing and Local Government 
Private Bag X0016 
BJSHO 
5608 

Legislative Assembly Building 
Bisho 

Tel: (0401 )956-4331 
Fax: (0401)952-148 

Western Cape 

Mr PJ Marais 
Local Government and Development Planning 
PO Box 648 
CAPETOWN 
8000 

Room 157 
Provincial Building 
Wale Street 
Cape Town 

Tel: (021 )483-3560/4466 
Fax: (021 )483-3888 

Gauteng 

Mr D Mofokeng 
Local Government 
PO Box 62302 
MARSHALLTOWN 
2107 

30 Simmond Street 
Johannesburg 

Tel: (011)836-5060 
Fax: (011 )836-7219 


