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You may think
you're going to
vote, but ...

A twinge of civic re-
sponsibility is apparently S
at work in the hearts of Ihee
Freedom House rafing | Free ~~r most Americans. When asled
e e ahout thetr voiing intentions in a New
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mericans Jike to think of themselves collectively
as a democratic beacon in the world. Indeed, the
United States spends mithionis of dollars and un-
measurable amounts of diplomacy promoting de-
mocratic behavior around the globe. ,
But when it comes to that mosi basic of democratic
privileges - voting — the American model of behavior
has been more “do as I say, not as I do.” in 1996, for
example, voler turnout dipped below 50 percent for
. the first time in a modern US presidential election
that is, fewer than half of America’s 196 million adults
chose to cast a ballot. (About 4 million adults, or 2
percent, are barred from voting because of felony con-
victions.) With such low turnout, it was just 24 per-
cent of American adults who put Bill Clinton in office.
———— In a global context, the
See page 11 for eommeﬂtary average US voter tarnout
o sy R in the postWorld War II
on one man's p_nt!e in wt_mg era ranks below 137 other
- and a shame-on-Americans  nations i elections for
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But the path to the
Arperican ballot box is
paved with good intentions
- gnd not much conviction.

When asked in a September
1996 poll by the Pew Research BOB STAAKE
Center for the People and the Press '
whether they'd vote in presidential elec-
tions that November: 89 percent of
! Americans said they were “sbsoiutely
. certain” they would vote.

Votzr furnout since 1945
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tion, lack of Interest, or just the inconvenience of the
moment can have serious implications - even in this -
most stable of democracies in this most prosperous of -
times. The complexion of all three branches of govern- .
ment will be affected by those chosen to lead in No- e
vember's elections. The presidency, the whole House - -

- 8 New Zealand 86.2
9 Uzbekistan® 86.2
10 South Afvic 85.5

‘made it to the polls.
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Instant runoff voting: . UNITES STATES the Monitor rescarch lbrary
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Epfranchise convicted felons: _csmoni&or.cemﬁum@ﬂ%

Restare voting rights to felons after they've served ..
their time — or even allow prisoners to vote.

Unicameral legislatures:
" Supporters say this would increase accouniability
and decrease costs and redundancy.

30 percent of UK adults. Part ive-gecade control.
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