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Youth Service America (YSA) is a resource center 
that partners with thousand" of organizations 
conunittcd to increasing the quality and quantity of 
volunteer opportunities for young people in America, 
ages 5-25, to serve locally, nationally, and globally. 

Youth Service America's mission is to strengthen the 
effectiveness, sustainabilit)·. and scale of the youth 
service and service-learning fields. 

We work toward YSA's mission 
through four core strategies: 
• Organizing Public Policy and Awareness 

Campaigns; 

• Convening the Fidd; 

• Offering Incentives and Recognition; and 

• Providing Information and Educational Resources. 
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Organizing Public Policy and 
Awareness: 

• National and Global Youth Service Day 
• Youth Voice 

• National and Community Service Advocacy 
• ServiccVote 

Convening The Field: 
• Youth Service America's Membership Program 

• National Service~ Leaming Conference, a 
program of the National Youth Leadership 
Council 

• Working Group on National and Community 
Service 

Offering Incentives &; Recognition 
Grants: 
StOle FonnlkOO Nrighhor ""rvu,lcammgGr.IlII, 
r.u .. oyH...t ~lnn;"Grmt. NF.A Youth (....do",I". I,",ary, Buhc\l 
Aikon Able In SeIVC, Youth :;nvioc Act"", Fund, AT~T Cam 'mnh 
:;"rvri fulXl. MatoTot. 'on,h Sender Fund, \'.ri:on RClid, Youth 
!'o<rvi<TFmd 

Awardc:;: 
Ilur"WolI""IAw.mh 
-c-.m:.n bl'<"f""lC<".C_ 
"-'f"'<U\....,A"-..rd'" 

• I< ... b 
• ~LrdIo .--
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Providing Information &: Educational 
Resources 

• SERVEnctolg 
• YSA.OIg 
• GYSDOIg 
• The NatJOr~d Service llridmg 
• Cl.l1TlCu!umC.uid~andTooIKrts 
• Projen Pbn-Itl 
• TrpSilttlS 
• DpWa:: 
• Iss~·spec!lIc I'lIJd.~ Erwuunro<nt, FinJnciil Management, 

Eng.ging Youth with DlSabihtlC, 
• Tr~irung and Ttchruca! AssIStance 

Global Youth Service Day 
GYSD is an annual global campaign that 
highlights and celebrates the year' round 
contributions of youth to their communities 
through volunteer service. 

GYSD is celebrated in over 
125 countries in every 

region of the world. 

What are the goals of GYSD? 
To BUID) the capacity of an international network of 
organizations to promote youth participation, service, and 
learning; 

To EnUCATE the public, the media and polic}>makers about 
the year-round contributions of young people as community 
leaders around the world: 

To MOBIUZE youth and adults to meet the needs of their 
communities through volunteering; and 

To LEAR.J.'J and share effective policies in youth service, youth 
voice, and civic engagement in the world today. 
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Who organizes GYSD? 

• Youth Service America, with the Global Youth 
Action Network as its key parmer; 

• An International Coordinating Committee of 
organizations; and 

• A National Lead Agency and a national 
coordinating committee in each of the over 125 
participating countries. 

When did GYSD start? 

GYSD was launched in 2000, and modeled 

after the National Youth Service Day 
program founded by Youth Service Amc.::ri;ca;iiiiin:;;::::r:'=) 
1989. .. 

This year, GYSD will take 
place Aptill5 -17. 2005. 

Why do youth participate in GYSD? 

Youth participate in GYSD to address the needs of 
their local communities through service and to be a 
part of a global youth service movement. 
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How is GYSD organized? 

A National Lead Agency and a diverse coordinating 
committee in each country do outreach at the 
national level and organize youth,lcd service projects 
for GYSD. 

A GYSD Secretariat (YSA and GYAN) located in the 
United States, with the advice of an International 
Coordinating Committee, provides support through 
communications. resources, and materials. 

What type of organizations are 
involveii with GYSD? 
• National coordinating corrunittees include a cross­

sector of organizations from govenunent level 
agencies, to education, volunteer, youth 
leadership. faith-based and many other fields. 

• At the intemationallevel, an advisory committee 
includes organizations like United Nations­
affiliated agencies, international service and 
educational organizations. and multi-lateral 

institutions. 

Project Examples 
Projects arc as diverse as the communities' needs. 
Project examples include: 

Tr.lioings ~nd forums to >!duress pcao:c ~nu l'onlh~l resolution issues: 

Conferences ~nd f~irs nn ~ulh panicip~tion ~nd volunteering: 

r-;'eighborhood be-autification. p.irk clean up$. school p~inting ~nd 

rep~!rs: 

Tutoring orphan and StreCl children: 

Organizing food and clothing drives: and 

• I IIV/AIDS awareness l'llmpJigns 

5 



Postal Mail 
1101 15th Street, NVo.' 
Suite 200 

Internet 

www.YSA.org 

www.GYSD.org 

www.SERVEnet.org 

Telephone 
202-296-2992 

Washington, rx:: 20005 

info@ysa,org 

102-296-40m 
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