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MRP believes elections should center on issues. In 1986, 
MRP established MRPIVOTE to inform voters about issues 
important to people age 50 and older. 

Older Americans vote in greater proportions than other age 
groups. They seek facts to help them vote more responsibly for 
their own interests, and for a brighter foture for their chiMren 
and grandchildren. 

MRPIVOTE helps by educating MRP memben and the 
public about important economic, health, and consumer issues 
affecting older Americans, and where candidates for public 
office stand on those issues. MRPIVOTE informs lawmaken 
and candidates for office about MRPs positions on key issues. 

MRPIVOTE is nonpartisan and does not support or oppose 
candidates for public office or any political party. Its purpose is 
to educate and involve voters on issues of concern to older 
Americans. 
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What specific steps would you take to ensure the long-term solvency of 

Social Security? 

Please state your position on: 

o setting up individual savings accounts for all workers either as a 

replacement for, or in addition to the current program; 

o making additional changes in Social Security to help address the problem 

of poverty among older women; 

o raising the age to receive full Social Security retirement beyond 67; and 

o using part of the projected budget surplus to strengthen Social Security. 
AARP does not support or oppose any candidate or political party. If a candidate's responses are similar to MRP's position on an 
issue, it should nor be construed as an endorsement of that candidate. 

AARP believes that Congress 
and the president should act 
now to address the long-term 
financing needs of Social 
Security. 

AARP supports using the 
interest savings from the 
Social Security surplus to 
reduce the public debt to 
extend the solvency of Social 
Security until the 2050s. 

As a part of comprehensive 
Social Security reform, AARP 
supports: 
o Creating individual savings 

accounts in addition to, not 
as a replacement for, some or 

all of the guaranteed bene
fits provided by Social 
Security; 

o Investing a limited portion 
of Social Security reserves in 
a broad range of invest
ments other than U.S. 
Treasury securities, provided 
that these investments are 
insulated from political 
influence and corporate 
interference, and do not 
have a negative influence on 
the stock market; 

I!I Increasing the level of wages 
subject to the Social 
Security payroll tax; 
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o Maintaining the current 
schedule for Social Security 
eligibility, with the sched
uled increase from age 65 
to 67 for full benefits, and 
ensuring that early retire
ment remains available at 
age 62; 

o Improving Social Security's 
protections for women; and 

o Making responsibly
financed improvements 
such as raising the earnings 
limit and strengthening the 
benefits relied upon most 
by women. 



Social Security is a pro-family program. 
It takes special note of couples who 
devote themselves to raising children 
during their most active years, women 
who forego a career outside the home, 
widows and orphans. I oppose privatiza
tion because it could leave these women 
and children out in the cold. My reform 
plan completely protects the benefits of 
current retirees. Based on projected sur
pluses, I would reduce the payroll tax 
rate for current and future workers by 20 
percent and reduce the growth in their 
future benefits proportionately. This will 
help ensure long-term solvency and pro
~ide greater freedom for individual 
Investment. 

I served on the Finance Committee while 
in the Senate, which oversees Social 
Security. I knew then and I know now 
that Social Security, like Medicare, is a 
national covenant; it is an obligation that 
I will always protect. I will protect the 
Social Security Trust Fund. I will not 
change the law in any way regarding 
Social Security eligibility. And I will 
make sure that benefits always keep up 
with the cost of inflation. Leadership is 
about honoring obligations. America's 
seniors kept their end of the bargain. We 
all must protect seniors and give them 
the security they're entitled to. 

&turning Social Security to sound 
financial footing is one of my highest 
priorities. I have set the following 
principles to guide reform: 
• Reform must presen:e the current 

guarantee to our semors. 
• Social Security taxes must not be 

increased. 
• Reform should be fuir to all 

generations. 
• The entire Social Security surplus 

should be protected by a lock box. 
• Reform should have bipartisan support. 
• Reform should include voluntary per

sonal retirement accounts so that all 
workers share in the economic success 
of our nation. 

• No government investment in private 
stocks or bonds. 

Saving Social Security is one of my top 
priorities. Under my plan, the benefits of 
evety American 55 and older will be fully 
protected-no benefit cuts, no tax 
increases, no more raiding the Trust 
Fund. Younger workers will be free to 
choose a new system of Personal 
Retirement Accounts (PRAs), safely 
investing in conservative mutual funds 
and Treasuty bonds. A single mother 
earning $36,000 a year could retire with 
a nest egg of $1.2 million. PRAs are not 
subject to federal income fax and can be 
passed on to spouses and children. A 
minimum safety net is guaranteed. 

Social Security is the cornerstone of our 
retirement system. That is why I am 
proposing to save Social Security first 
and use the budget surplus to make 
Social Security financially secure until 
2055. 

I am also opposed to replacing Social 
Security with private savings accounts 
and oppose raising the retirement age. 

Although overall elderly poverty is 
vety low, there are still pockets of pover
ty. The poverty rate for elderly widows is 
about twice that of the elderly as a 
whole. That is why I believe that part of 
any to reform Social Security must 
include steps to reduce widow poverty. 

Currtmt beneficiaries must be 
guaranteed the benefits we promised. 
But, given projected deficits due to retir
ing baby boomers, we must consider 
future changes. For future retirees, we 
should look at a range of reforms, includ
ing allowing individuals to invest a por
tion of payroll taxes in privately-managed 
accounts. We must not allow direct gov
ernment investments in the capital mar
ket. We also need to encourage personal 
retirement saving by reducing taxes on 
savings and investments. The bottom 
line: we cannot preserve and protect 
Social Security until politicians stop 
using it as a political issue to scare 
seniors. 
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The current Social Security scheme 
epitomizes a temptation-promoted by 
liberals at evety turn-to assume individ
uals cannot be trusted to make good 
decisions. 

Long-term financial preparations 
should rest on the presumption of good 
and mature judgment in the citizenty, sup
ported by a doctrine of property affirming 
that our money is truly ours to use as we 
judge best. 

Promises made mUSt be kept, and 
those who have "contributed" to the 
current system must receive what is due 
them. But we need a new proprietary 
social security system in which those who 
earn the money invest it themselves, keep
ing it in their name, under their control. 
We must replace "social security" with the 
true security of real liberty. 

The Social Security $J'stem is a sacred 
compact with retirees. I will make sure 
the promise is kept by: 
• Reserving 62% of the non Social 

Security surplus to shore-up Social 
Security 

• Protecting the Social Security surplus 
from raids by Congress 

• Opposing reductions in benefits to 
current retirees 

• Allowing a percenrage of payroll taxes 
to be individually invested while pro
tecting current benefits 

• Eliminating the earnings test penalty 
against working seniors 

• Using changes in the fax code to 
address poverty among older women 

AARPNOTE ... 
-1c 

In 1996. AARP volunteers * ... 
distributed over / lIIillio/l 

* ...... free primary/caucus voters 
guide> in which the 
presidential candidates 
presented their unedited 
policy viewpoints lor 
citizen review. 
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What specific steps would you take to ensure that Medicare continues to pro

vide quality, affordable health care coverage for current retirees and future 

generations? Please state your position on 

o raising the age of eligibility for Medicare, 

o adding a prescription drug benefit for everyone covered by Medicare, and 

o using part of the projected budget surplus to strengthen Medicare; and 

o describe any proposals you have to help ensure that out-of-pocket costs 

paid by people covered by Medicare remain affordable. 
AARP does nor support or oppose any candidate or political party. If a candidate's responses are similar to AARP's position on an 
issue, it should not be construed as an endorsement of that candidate. 

Medicare will be able to fully 
pay its bills until 2015, bur 
after that-if no changes are 
made-the program is pro
jected to fall short of the 
funds needed to pay for the 
expected program costs. 

AARP supports responsible 
changes that will strengthen 
the program so that it con
tinues to provide affordable, 
high-quality care for current 
and furure beneficiaries, 
including: 

o Modernizing and strength
ening original fee-for
service Medicare; 

o Using an appropriate por
tion of the on-budget sur
plus to ensure Medicare's 
financial health beyond 
2015; 

o Ensuring that the age of 
Medicare eligibility is not 
raised above 65; 

o Preserving the defined 
benefit structure of 
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Medicare, guaranteeing a 
specified set of services for 
all beneficiaries; and 

o Adding prescription drug 
coverage to the standard 
benefit package for all 
people in Medicare. 



The health insurance program members 
of Congress designed for themselves, fed
eral employees and federal retirees pro
vides high quality care at affordable 
prices. America's seniors deserve the 
opportunity to choose from a compara
ble variety of private health plans or the 
traditional Medicare program. 
Beneficiaries' premiums should never 
exceed 12 percent of the cost of a stan
dard benefits package. All private and 
public plans, including Medigap plans, 
should be required to offer the option of 
prescription drug coverage. The 
enhanced competition among plans will 
lower the cost of drug coverage and help 
keep premiums lower than they would 
be under current projections. 

I have put forward a health care 
proposal that preserves, protects and also 
expands Medicare, with a voluntary pre
scription drug plan. I do not support 
raising the age of eligibility for Medicare. 

I will continually work to ensure that 
Medicare is fully funded well into the 
future. As a member of the Senate 
Finance Committee I fought to keep 
Medicare premiums down and will 
continue to do so. I have clearly declared 
health care as a top national priority, and 
I have proposed a comprehensive plan 
that includes Medicare and other health 
goals. 

Medicare is one of the most impOrtllnt 
contributions to seniors' health care ever 
enacted. I will work to improve Medicare 
by shoring up its financial situation while 
at the same time ensuring seniors have 
access to more comprehensive coverage 
better tailored to their health care needs. 
I suppOrt giving seniors the right to 
choose a health care plan that includes 
basic coverage such as prescription drugs, 
as well as the right to keep the traditional 
Medicare plan they have today. Finally, 
all the proposals I make will be within 
the framework of a balanced budget. 

As President, I wiD not cut Medicare 
benefits, raise the eligibility age, or raise 
taxes. Instead, I will strengthen Medicare 
by giving seniors the same freedom to 
choose from a wide variety of high-quali
ty private health care options as federal 
government workers and Members of 
Congress have. My approach will give 
seniors access to low-cost catastrophic 
health insurance and Medicare Medical 
Savings Accounts so that if they find 
ways to save money (say by using generic 
drugs) they can keep the money they 
save. Seniors will also be able to choose 
private insurance options that offer gen
erous prescription drug benefits. 

I have fought to protect Medicare
and will fight to keep Medicare strong. I 
support dedicating 15% of the budget 
surplus to secure Medicare for an addi
tional 25 years. 

We must add a prescription drug 
benefit for all Medicare beneficiaries that 
ensures seniors get the drugs they need. 

Beneficiaries should not pay excessive 
out-of-pocket Medicare COSts. I will fight 
against additional costs for services that 
leave beneficiaries vulnerable. 

I oppose raising the eligibility age; in 
fuct, we should allow Americans ages 55 
to 65 to buy into Medicare. 

I will protect Medicare and make it a 
priority in my budget. 

Medicare's promise to today's 
beneficiaries and those nearing retire
ment age must be maintained and 
improved, both in benefits covered and 
quality of care. Beneficiaries - especially 
rural beneficiaries - deserve access to the 
latest treatments and better preventive 
care. We must shore up the home health 
and nursing homes programs, two criti
cal components. I have a strong Senate 
record of working to reach these goals. 
For the future, the President and 
Congress must develop together a bipar
tisan plan which derives from a national 
dialogue and which solicits a broad-range 
of ideas from expens and beneficiaries, 
not politicians. 
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Again, the commitments made to current 
recipients must be honored, but the 
assumption that health care financing is 
essentially a responsibility of the govern
ment is inimical to our political tradition 
and to liberty. Insurance is a reasonable 
choice that should be made by individu
als, and a tax system that allows them to 
save and invest will also allow them to 
make prudent choices about the extent 
and size of their purchases of HMO 
plans or other forms of medical care. The 
patient doctor relationship is best kept 
humane and professional when individu
als use their own resources to prepare for 
their needs. 

To save the Medicare system, I am 
committed to developing a plan which 
reexamines the entire system and devel
ops more efficient and effective ways to 
meet the changing health needs of 
seniors. As President I will: 
• Commit \0% of the budget surplus to 

strengthen Medicare 
• Work to ensure our neediest seniors 

can afford their prescription drugs 
• Retain current protections for the most 

vulnerable seniors while ensuring all 
seniors are not burdened with exorbi
tant out of pocket costs and copays. 



JLo lIllg ~ r e Irnll C Sllre 
What role should the Federal government play in ensuring quality of long-term 

care services and what should the government's role be in helping Americans 

pay for long-term care, either in their homes or a nursing home? 

Please state your position on assisting Americans who are caring for elderly or 

disabled family members in their homes, and helping make long-term care 

insurance available for everyone, regardless of income or any preexisting 

medical conditions? 
AARP does not support or oppose any candidate or political party. If a candidate's responses are similar [0 AARP's position on an 
issue, it should not be construed as an endorsement of that candidate. 

Long-term care refers to the 
comprehensive range of 
services-including nursing 
home and home and com
munity health care-that 
meet the physical, social, and 
emotional needs of persons 
of all ages with disabilities. 
The unpredictability of need 
combined with the threat of 
high expenses make the need 
for a comprehensive long
term care program a priority. 

AARP believes that a 
comprehensive, phased-in, 
coordinated long-term care 

system needs to be available 
to everyone who needs it. 
Such a system would: 
o Cover a comprehensive 

range of services; 
o Include respite care, adult 

day care, and other types of 
. . 

assIstance to caregIvers; 
o Be funded through taxes 

earmarked to a trust fund, 
where everyone pays into 
the system and receives 
benefits when needed; 

o Include the private sector 
with insurance products to 
supplement the public 
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program, subject to strong 
consumer protection 
standards; 

o Pay providers of long-term 
care services reasonable 
rates and provide appro
priate incentives to deliver 
quality care; 

o Include mechanisms to 

help contain the costs of 
long-term care; and 

o Help ensure quality care. 



An important means of addressing the 
costs of long-term care is to make health 
insurance coverage less restrictive and 
more affordable. Individuals should be 
able to utilize the same tax breaks that 
are currently available to employers who 
provide health care coverage. There 
should be full deductibility for the self
employed and refundable tax credits for 
the unemployed and individuals whose 
employers don't provide health coverage. 
Individuals should be able to choose the 
same insurance policies as employers, 
regardless of their health. Family mem
bers who provide long-term care for a 
relative should receive a tax credit for this 
valuable caregiving service. 

My Medicare proposal wiD provide 
seniors with the suppOrt needed to 
remain active and independent-to age 
with dignity in the homes they know, 
surrounded by the comforts they want, 
and the people they love. Today, many 
elderly Americans are forced into nursing 
homes not because they actually need to 
be there for medical reasons, but because 
sometimes they can't quite manage the 
daily chores oflife-things like driving 
to a doctor, picking up medicines, 
bathing, and preparing meals. My plan 
will provide support for these activities so 
that seniors can remain independent. 

As our populatUm ages, providing kmg
term care is one of the most important 
challenges families will face. Currently, 
seniors must spend down their hard
earned assets in order to access govern
ment benefits. We can do better. I believe 
that through flexibility, innovation, and 
providing incentives to purchase private 
coverage, seniors and their families will 
know that long-term care benefits will be 
available when they need them most. 
The federal government should also pro
vide reliable and comparable information 
about the quality and cost of care provid
ed by long term care providers. That way, 
the policy that best fits a person's health 
requirements can be chosen. 

As President, I would moke it easier for 
Americans to save and plan for long-term 
care needs by making it easier for every 
American to set up their own Medical 
Savings Account (MSAs). MSAs are 
health lRAs. An employer or worker (or 
both) can deposit money into the MSA 
over a worker's lifetime. The money can 
grow with compound interest. The 
worker can then withdraw this money 
tax-free to purchase long-term coverage 
and pay for health care expenses. My 
Social Security plan would also help 
working families build up large amounts 
of retirement savings to pay for long
term care insurance. 

w.; should tin more for those with 
long-term care needs and their friends 
and families that care for them. 

I will protect Medicaid and the safety 
net it provides. Medicaid mUSt also cover 
those who want to remain in their 
communities. 

I will provide caregivers a break 
through part-time, supplemental home 
or center-based care and support tax 
credits to help cover costs incurred for 
long-term care. 

We need to develop a long-term care 
insurance market, starting with federal 
government serving as a model employer 
and assisting others. 

I will do everything I can to support 
Americans with long-term care needs. 

Adequate, afforrlabk long-term care wiD 
be a top priority. I will promote a com
prehensive solution that stresses compas
sionate home- and community-based 
care. It must be based on families helping 
families, people helping people, and gov
ernment helping those who cannot help 
themselves. What is important is that 
families who are in desperate need of 
long-term care assistance have reasonable 
access to quality services without under
going financial and emotional catastro
phe. The private long-term care insur
ance market must be encouraged by 
instituting standards for such policies and 
by increasing the tax favorability of such 
policies. 
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IndWiduols and families, then churches 
and charitable organizations, then locali
ties and states, and finally, as a last resort, 
the federal government should look to 
these tasks. In particular, regulation for 
safety and professionalism in medical 
care, including long-term care, has always 
been a matter of state law, and should 
remain so. Present commitments must be 
kept, but transitional arrangements that 
give the citizens themselves more power 
over the savings and investments that will 
be needed for such care are the first steps 
to both greater efficiency and choice, and 
a more humane program of care. 

Too many Americans are without 
long-term health care and coverage 
remains too expensive for most senior 
citizens and their families. Long-term 
care must be available and accessible to 
all Americans. I support using tax incen
tives and market based solutions to pro
vide for this growing segment of health
care consumers. As President I would: 
• Raise public awareness of the need for 

individuals to plan for long-term care 
• Make long-term care insurance tax 

deductible 
• Strengthen community and home 

based services to ensure access to care 
• Ensure quality care by trained 

professionals 
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What would you propose to ensure that all people in managed care plans 

receive the quality care they need, when they need it? Please describe your 

position on what specific rights patients in managed care plans should have to 

appeal decisions made by health plans that override their doctors' recommen

dations; and, on whether individuals enrolled in managed care plans through 

their employer should have the same consumer rights and protections as 

people covered by Medicare and Medicaid. 
MRP does not support or oppose any candidate or political party. If a candidate's responses are similar to AARP's position on an issue, 
it should not be construed as an endorsement of that candidate. 

~~[gl[p) @~ ~~~~@[E[D) ©~[gl[E [p)~u~[E~u 

[p) [gl@u [E©u~ @ ~ ~ 

Managed care combines 
health insurance with the 
delivery of care and provides 
an alternative to traditional 
indemnity insurance. 
Regulation and oversight of 
managed care plans is incon
sistent across the states. 

AARP believes that all 
managed care consumers 
should have the same basic 
patient protections as those 
provided by the Medicare 
program: 

o Uniform national standards 
should apply to all forms of 
managed care plans, consis
tent across all payers, 
including Medicare, 
Medicaid, and self-insured 
plans regulated by the 
Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act 
(ERISA). 

o Consumers must have the 
right of review by an inde
pendent, external, medical
ly-qualified reviewer. 
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o All managed care plans 
should be accountable for 
their actions. 

o Patients should be able to 

visit a medical specialist 
when they need one. 

o Health plans should pro
vide plan information in a 
standardized format and 
provide information about 
how well services are 
provided to patients. 



Patients should have access t() a strong 
internal and external appeals process that 
is conducted by licensed physicians and 
other health care professionals. Health 
plans should establish ptocedures to 
expedite appeals within 48 hours in cases 
where the normal process could be detri
mental to the patient. Patients should 
have the right to sue a health plan when 
necessary care is denied for non-medical 
reasons. Health plans must allow patients 
to choose their own primary care poctor 
from the plan's network. Patients must 
also be permitted to choose their own 
specialists. Comprehensive medical and 
financial information must be disclosed 
to patients. 

Dowrs should be responsible .for 
determining needed care, not an insur
ance bureaucrat. Patients should have the 
right to an independent appeals process 
when care is denied and the right to sue 
if they are harmed by an HMO decision, 
just as they can hold a doctor account
able. I support the Patients Bill of Rights. 
Individuals in managed care plans should 
have the same consumer rights as those 
in Medicare and Medicaid. Consumers 
also deserve to have access to information 
to compare plans and their record of 
responding to consumer needs. 

I believe patients need access t() a speedy 
and impartial forum to resolve disputes 
over health care coverage. During my 
tenure in office, Texas enacted one of the 
most comprehensive patient protection 
laws in the nation. Our law gives patients 
the right to seek legal action if they have 
been harmed. I allowed it to become law 
because we have a strong, independent 
review process, previously enacted tort 
reform, and other protections designed 
to encourage a quick resolution instead 
of costly litigation. I support similar pro
tections at the fedetallevel, provided they 
do not supersede state patient protection 
laws. 

No American should be forred int() 
top-down health care programs run by 
government bureaucrats or heavy-handed 
HMOs. As a CEO, I created a variation 
of Medical Savings Accounts worth 
$1,500 annually for each of our employ
ees. They can choose their own doctor. If 
they find ways to save money on health 
care, they get to keep it - and no one is 
forced into HMOs. As President, I will 
sign a "Health Care Declaration of 
Independence" to dramatically expand 
tax-free MSAs and give every American 
the freedom to choose doctors they trust, 
specialists they need and second opinions 
they want. 

I will continue my fight.for a strong 
patients' bill of rights that assures 
patients the quality coverage they need 
and deserve. We must pass a bill that 
includes critical patient protections, such 
as access to needed specialists and access 
to emergency room services when and 
where the need arises. It should include a 
strong internal and external independent 
appeal process. Americans should be able 
to hold their health plans accountable 
when a plan makes a decision that causes 
a patient harm or death. I will not rest 
until all Americans in all health plans 
have the high quality health care they 
need and deserve. 

Medical experts should make decisions 
about patients' health care, not insurers 
or HMOs. The best way to do that is 
through a strong appeals process. Patients 
denied care need a quick, rur remedy 
before a panel with their best medical 
interests at heart. I am sympathetic to the 
need in some limited cases for certain 
patients to be able to have the abiliry to 
sue as a means of seeking medically 
appropriate care. We definitely need a 
better system that is more patient friend
ly, but we also need to avoid onerous 
mandates that could result in employers 
dropping coverage. 
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This is not a federal responsibility. 
Fraud and incompetence in such plans 
should receive remediation and redress in 
the courts with no restrictions by fedetal 
law. Individuals, unions, and professional 
associations can and should negotiate for 
suirable and humane terms in reaching 
agreement with employers on the details 
of HMO's chosen by themselves. 

These rights are rights of contract, 
and cost money. If recipients of HMO's 
want them, they should stand up for 
them in the bargaining that leads to the 
HMO contract. If the states wish to 
insist upon basic appeal rights, they may 
and should pass legislation to that effect. 

Patients and their doctors should control 
their health-care decisions, not HMO 
bureaucrats. I suppOtt these reforms in a 
patients' bill of rights: 
• Internal and external appeals processes 

for members denied care and the right 
to sue the HMO once the appeals 
process is exhausted. 

• The right to choose doctors, including 
specialists, if they are willing to bear 
additional costs 

• The opportunity for women and 
children to seek care direccly from 
OB/GYNs and pediatricians. 

• Guaranteed access to emergency care 
without prior approval from an HMO 

• Access to information on available 
treatment options from their doctor 
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