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1. Register

How do I register to vote?

You must be at least 17 years old to
complete a voter registration application and
at least 18 years old to actually vote.
Completing the card now means you won’t
have to do it later. A sample application is
printed here to help you.

Where do I go to register?

You may register to vote at your town
office. You may also register to vote
through any Motor Vehicle branch office or
at your school. Completed voter registration
cards may be delivered by hand or mailed to
your town office or the Secretary of State.

2. Here’s what you do.

All items on the card must be completed or it may be rejected. No witness or notary is
required. Some of the more common questions are answered below. (*Note: This is a sample
voter registration card. Other versions may look slightly different).
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Who can vote?

To vote in Maine, you must be a United
States citizen, you must live in this state, be
at least 18 years old and registered to vote.

Where do I go to vote?

Every town has its own places where people
vote. You should call your town office to
find out where you vote.

Except in the smallest Maine towns, voting
places are open by 7 or 8 a.m. and close by 8
p.m. on election day. Local officials can
give you the times for your community.

Can I vote if ’m sick or out of town?

Yes. You may vote by absentee ballot, if
you believe you will not be able to get to the
polls on election day for any reason.

You can get an absentee ballot at your town
office or, in some cases, through the mail.
Call your town clerk for exact instructions.

What if I have questions or don’t know
how to contact my local officials?

You may call your local town office with
questions. You may also call or write to:
Division of Elections
#101 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0101
(207) 287-4186



4. More about voting

‘When is the next statewide election?

Maine will hold its next statewide election
on November 5, 1996. People will be asked
to elect a new President, Vice President,
U.S. Senator, U.S. Representatives and a
number of state candidates.

People also will be asked to vote on
statewide referendum questions. A booklet
further explaining these issues is available
from the Division of Elections, The
telephone number is (207) 287-4186. You
should check with your town office to get
information about local elections.

Can I have help voting?

Yes. If you need help reading or marking
the ballot, you may ask a friend for
assistance. The helper does not have to be a
voter or old enough to vote. An election
official also can help you if you want.

If you have a job, your boss or employer
cannot help you vote. If you belong to a
union, a union official cannot help you vote.

How do I mark a ballot?

" On each ballot, it tells you how to mark your
choices. If you have a question, ask an
election official. If you make a mistake,
first fold your baliot. Then give it to an
election official. The official will give you
another ballot.



Dear fellow Citizen,

Thank you for your interest in voting. This
guide explains how to register and vote in
our state. If you vote, you will help keep
Maine’s democracy strong.

As a Maine voter, you will become part of
an important democratic tradition called
public participation. For example, Maine
led the nation for voter turnout in the 1992
presidential election. More than 73 percent
of Maine’s eligible residents voted.

The Promote the Vote campaign, now
under way, is aimed at keeping public
participation strong. If you would like to
help Promote the Vote or want more
information, you may call my office at (207)
626-8406.

For our democracy to work, we must all take
part in the process and vote. I am asking
you to do your part. Please register and
vote. After that, make sure your family and
friends vote, too!

Sing

ill Diamond
Secretary of State



