
Date Printed: 06/11/2009 

JTS Box Number: 

Tab Number: 

Document Title: 

Document Date: 

Document Country: 

Document Language: 

1FES 1D: 

1FES 74 

112 

The Minnesota Legislative Manual 
1987-1988: Abridged Edition 

1988 

United States 
Minnesota 
English 

CE02344 



The 
Minnesota 
Legislative Manual 
1987-1988: 
Abridged Edition 

fl~\~:1~1, 3~1---~. 
ELECTION AND LEGISLATIVE MANUAL DlVISION·%~:j'.:~. 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE . ~J;.;: ..... ~~\?-
180 STATE OFFICE BUILDING. ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55155.612-296-2805 .185S 



2 

The 
Minnesota 
Legislative Manual 
1987-88: 
Abridged Edition 

Contents 

The Perspective of Minnesota's Governors. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 3 
The Minnesota Legislature ..................................... 11 
Members ofthe Legislature .................................... 15 
Enactment of Legislation ...................................... 17 
How a Bill Becomes a Law ..................................... 19 
Legislative District Maps ....................................... 20 
Legislative Committees ........................................ 22 
Constitutional Officers ........................................ 28 
Executive Officers Since Statehood ............................ 34 
Minnesota's Changing Population .............................. 37 
Minnesota In Profile ........................................... 37 
Minnesota Symbols ........................................... 38 
Minnesota Chronicle .......................................... 39 
Fundamental Charters and Laws ............................... 43 
Minnesota Constitution ........................................ 46 
Minnesota Educational Institutions ............................. 57 
The Judiciary In Minnesota .................................... 61 
Federal and States' Government ............................... 67 
Minnesotans In Congress Since Statehood ..................... 70 
Congressional District Maps ................................... 73 
Minnesotans on the Supreme Court ............................ 75 
Elections ..................................................... 76 

Prepared by Secretary of State Joan Anderson Growe, with the approval of the 
Honorable Jerome Hughes, President of the Senate, and the Honorable Robert Vanasek, 
Speaker of the House. as provided in Minnesota Statues, Section 5.09. 

Published by 
THE STATE OF MINNESOTA 
at Saint Paul 



STATE OF THE STATE: THE PERSPECTIVE OF 
MINNESOTA'S GOVERNORS ________ _ 
The "Slate of the State" message at the opening of a new legislative session is a traditional oppor
tunity for the chief executive to assess the current status of the state. identify problems. and propose 
programs: to present the governor's perspective on Minnesota. In recent years. a recognition of the 
value of the experience of Minnesota's former governors has created various forums in which their 
viewpoints on the state have been presented. 

Minnesota can call on the wisdom and practical experience of former governors who take a contin
uing and active interest in the affairs of the state: Harold E. Stao;sen. C. Elmer Anderson. Orville L. 
Freeman. Elmer L. Andersen. Karl F. Rolvaag. Harold LeVander. Wendell R. Anderson. and Albert 
H. Quie. 

For this perspective. these eight former governors who led the stale during its last fifty years were 
asked to comment on the past, present. and future of Minnesota. Elmer L. Andersen. Orville Freeman, 
and Karl Rolvaag were unable to participate. A ninth former governor, Rudy Perpich, also serves as 
current governor. 

STATE OF THE STATE: PAST 

Harold Stassen 
Governor of Minnesota (1939-1943) 

Born April 13, 1907 on Dakota CounlY farm: Humboldt High School. 
University of Minnesota: elected governor: 1938, 1940, 1942: U.S. 
Naval Reserve, active duty WWII: United States negotiator and signer 
of the United Nations Charter (1945): president, University of 
Pennsylvania: director, Foreign Operations Administration: mem
ber: National Security Council, Operations Coordinating Board, 
National Economic Council: married Esther Glewwe. two children. 
six grandchildren. 

Harold Stassen: EI'eryone can noll' rel'iell' the major remIts from the l'.stah/ishmellf of the lroll 
Range Resources and Rehabilitatioll Commis.sioll and Taconite and Loll' Grade Iron On' Proxram.s 
during my govemorship.\', forty years liMO; alld my carr.l'illgforward the close lillk helll'cellthe Mayo 
Clinic and the Vnil'er.siry of Minnesota Hospital.f and Medi("(ll School, 

c. Elmer Anderson 
Governor of Minnesota (1951-1954) 
Born March 16. 1912 in Brainerd: Brainerd High School: lieutenant 
governor (1939-42, 1945-1951): succeeded Luther W. Youngdahl 
as governor September 27. 1951: elected governor: 1952: mayor: 
Nisswa, Bminerd: married Lillian Olterslad. two daughter.;. one son. 

C. Elmer Anderson: When I became gOl'erllor, Ihe sf(/re lI'as ill excellem jifUmcial condition. I\'ilh 
a balanced budget and (/ .wrpluJ in the state tremury. 

Penal reform. mefllal heallh. law enforcemelll and increased aid for education were SOllie of Ihe 
most important and contrlH'enial issues alld they were resolt'ed to some exte",. Tlle,w' issues were 
important then and are today, 

I stated in my inaugral address that our stare tax strucllIre was a IWdge-podge sy.stem with bit.~ added 
here and there as necenity arose. Today that problem is stil/lI'ith II.S. There is still {/ needfora nell', 
fair, and simplified tax structure. 
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Harold LeVander 
Governor of Minnesola (1967-1971) 

Born October 10. 1910 in Swede Home. NE: Watertown High 
School. Gustavus Adolphus College. University of Minnesota Law 
School: speech professor and debate coach. Macaleslcr College: law 
practice: elected governor: 1966: secretary. National Lutheran 
Council: married Iantha Powrics. three children. 

Harold LeVander: AI lite timt' of my addresses IV the legislatllre ill /967 and 1969, our I1If'1ropoliwll 
urea was l/fIdago;,,!: a rtlpid e.tpllIU;OIl in growth: imlallillg .~t'lI'erJ (lIId hllilding highll'''Ys. !,lem
ning parb amI Opt'll 5paCl' reael/tiollaf facililies, improvillK tile trmlJil system, sel'ing wlllll could 4 be done about {Iir (II/(/ water pollU/ioll. We crealI'd the Metropolitan Couneilw '''lIIdle these matters. 

Several commi.B"iol/s alld agel/cies {it'all lI'ilh humall r('/alioll.\", We ('rl'ated a lIl'II' .fiatl' Department 
of Human Re/alioll.\ (llId ('OII.l"Ulidart'C1 (III the.l"e comminiom iI/to ol/e. We crt'(lud (I Pollllliol/ COlllrol 
Departme", I\'hich IWJ opt.'ratt'd very t:/feclil'dy Cllld t1ficiently ill halldlillff pollwion alld cOlllrol of 
our l'III'irOlllllellt. 

NO/Mllg had bl'ell dOlle for tn-ellly-.I";X years ill the way of strt'Cu1I/illillg gOI'emll/efl/ amI adaplillg it 
10 1Il'1\' cOIllJitiollS. Thaefore, I recommended a reorgallbl1iOI/ of Ihe exec'util'e deparllnem of Ihe 
stale, which Il'as done. The allthor;ty of Ihe gm'allor O\'er II/O,l"t cldmilli,Hralire fUII('li()II.~ ililhe .\"1ale 
was ellhanced with the elWCIII/elll of the GCH'c'T/mle//{ Reorg(lIIi;mioll Act of 1969. 

Most of t/'(' law l'lIfOl"(,(!lIll'l!t alld r{'lared .H'n'i<'es of the stell!' 8m'l'mlt/em wae brou!(hl IOKl'ther 
ullder a IIt'W Departmem of Public Safl'1.'·' illdudillg IlIl' Burt'llft of Crimil/o I AplJrehellJicm, Higillmy 
Palrol, eil'iI Defelue, alld Ihe SWle Fire Marshall. 

Wendell R. Anderson 
Governor of Minnesola (1971-1976) 

Born February I. 1933 in SI. Paul: Johm.on High School. Univer
sity uf Minnesola: U.S. Olympic Hockey Team: U.S. Army Infan
try; law pmctice; Minnesota House of Representatives (1959·1962). 
Minne50ta State Senate (1963·1970): clected governor: 1970. 1974; 
regen!. Univcrsity of Minnesota: married Mary Christine McKee, 
three children. 

Wendell R. Anderson: Wht'lil bC'c'Wnt, MOI'c'mor tllc' financillg of "rilllary {lIIU .\t'(·omlary l'ulU'arioll 
in Millllesota lI'as "l'clI'ily dl'pellUelll 011 local properly taxes. Tllere lI'a.~ a properly wx n'm/, going 
Oil ill 1969 and 1970 of major pro"ortions, Large udegaricJlls of concerned alld OIl/raged home· 
oll'lU'rs filleu the ("(Jrriuors of the it'Mis/atllT!' c/lld rhl' {ludilOriwr! of IlIl' State Ojjice Bllildillg. 

We had a fiscal di.~parilit'!i problem as 1\'ell-thclI is, many of the poorest sdlOo/ districls I\'ilh the 
mOM wuden/s had tile /Oll'l'st I'a/l/l'd property to tax. The re.mlt I\'CH tllat a hcm.~e of tile SWill' I'alue 
1I'0uid be lined £II .mbstal/fial/y dijJuC'1If lel'el.\ depellding Oil the .\"cllOol di.\"lrict in II'/lieh Ille home 
was located, In addition, il mealllihe richer sdlOol di.wricts fwd the lowest property taxes (lnd could 
rais"e the /11O.W mOIl/'Y 10 .Ipenu per pllpil for nlucaricJII. 

The quclIi!." of e(lunltiwI 1\'(' prol'ided our students depellded largely on the neighborhood ill which 
the JtudelllS' parent.~ happened to lil'e, To dea/with thi.l- we raised ollr IIoll-property .wate taxes I'ef)' 
subswlllially-approxill/llIt'ly three·quarlers of a billioll do/lars. Wl' ;,u'Tt'Clsed the .wate'.\" //Iainle· 
nallce support for education from 43% to 70% OI'er two yl'ars. Both political parties Iwd IUII8 .sup
porled cm ejJorl to raise mail/leI/am'£' .mpport from 43% 10 50%. We rt'dlleed property tw::es fil'e per 
celli. This (lehiel'eml'lII was Ihe re.Hllt of bi·partisml support ta bOlh hous"es of the it'gislalllre lI'ere 
controlled by Ihe Rc'publicum-tl!l'" callt,d Illdepelldellls. 



Albert H. Quie 
Governor of Minnesola (1979-1982) 

Born September 18. 1923 in Denni~n: Sf. Olaf College: U.S. Navy. 
WWII: Minnesota Siale Senate (1955-1958): U.S, House of Rep
resenlalive.~ (1958-1972): elected governor: 1978: executive vicc
president. Prison Fellowship USA: board chair. Search Imtitute: 
married Gretchen Hanson. four sons. (lne daughter. 

Albert H. Quie: Tire t:n'CUeJI diflicillty jaf'iIlK 'he ,{/life /al Ille tilllt' I ht'cl/JI/(' 1:OI'l'rIIOr/It'lI.\' (111/0-
mcuically jncrt'l1siIiK income taxes tim' ro jll}larioll. A hi~"('r (//1(/ hiK/II'f l'('Tn'''ItI~(' ofl'/,0l'/("\' fl'tI/ 

income was be;,,!: IlIkell from 'hell/ ill fa.H'S. SWIl' J{"'lltiillg lI'a.\ l.~ojllg "1' (/1 (/ lillII'll .~n'C//{'r raIl' 

rhall injfmirm. SOI1l(, peoph' fl'/lllIar ,hl'.\' wen' hi';lIg IWrra.Hl'd hy Ron'mll/t'lII m (/ !Im\'", lim' II'US 5 
pushed (IIrOlIK'" C'r(l.fsillg prim/l'land ami by-paui"g public IUlld, Em'irol/Jl/('lIIal/tm',\ In'n'jell by 
others (0 be /",rra,uillg (llld pn'l'elltillg I'COllmn;I' del'('/opIII('III, mlha tllflll just prorc'Uill,t: tlJI' .\W/(, 
em'ironmem Jor tile peoplt'. 

These is.Hle.{ receil'ed de5en'ed 1I11elllirm (lm/ll'ae I,;/lta n',lO/l'eel or pllrtially n'wlw,t! hy I J ;lItkr;lIg 

lilt' state illcome tax, 2 J tl/(, lIat;mwl ,\'Wtt' n'('I'.uiOIi l'aIlJill,~ ,\"fall' gOl'I'nlIIII'III10 r('dlll'I' .l"PI'IIt!ill,t: till 
ils OI\'l/ proKram,{ alit! if.{ Slipport Jor till' .\fJI'/ldilig (!f otlla ,t:OI'I'rIlllleIlWI ('lIIilh'.\· ill til{' ,\t(/le. JJ 
/eal'inK pOl\'er/illl' proMI'm.\' I'rellY milch /0 tli!' ,'omfumy omllocol foil' I'J!fOI'CI'II/I'1II PI'Op/c' IIlltil thl' 
FBI .ftepPI'd ill alltl I'/lergy ,'(l/l.\al'Cllirm hl'lped quit'tJl/llln' proh/I'IIl.\', ./ J Mrl'oll/lillin,t: l'I/I'ir(II/II/I'lIIa/ 
It/ws alltl adminislering 1111'11/ ilia ilion' balallcrd Imy. 

STATE OF THE STATE: PRESENT 

Harold Slassen: Gm'ernor Perpich i,{ r;K"1 lIlId ,HJlllld ill his empluuiJ upon n',H'orch and hiKha 
ed/wation opportulI;til'.{Jor Milme,wla. BOlli nl'ed hi-partisan (/ttI'lItit",; alld hoth need admini.Hm
lion witholll pllrti.mllJhip,' 

It is my hopt' Ihar there will he ajol'lI.\' flIT JUlurl' dl'l'l'lopmelll oj Mi/l/le,wta t/.{ thl' 1I'0rld rel/owl/ed 
"Good HI'altil Stare," with .{fu'cia/ el1lplw.\'i.{ hy l'I'('r.,'01/{', pllhlic and fJril'lile, hanks {ll/d dlllmheH 
of commerce, labor ullionJ. (Illd ,~lale lImllo(,(11 ,J,:OI'emmel1fs. on el't'ry lI.\pI'cl oj I"e' ill\'I'lIIioll. pro
duclion, and markeliflK oj ilem,\' re/all'd to "1'ltll": alld 011 prm'idiflK OI/f'\"llIJuJillg gfmd IIea/t" cart' to 
all ages witho/lt di.{crimilllltiOIl, This i,l' Ollt' oj lilt' key'\" 10 JII/Urt' Jull e11lploy/1/(,/1/ IJllt! Xl'lIl'ral hUJilll'.\·,~ 
Sllcce,H in Minnesota, 

C. Elmer Anderson: Two (~f Minllesota's Cllrrl'llI problt'IIU which nt'ed plallllillg hefore hecolllillX 
more acute art' the imba/al/ce between thl' c'c'ol/omie,\' (~fthe lIIelropolillln alld nflll-melropolillillarea,{ 
and the illcretlJinR proportion oj popllimion ill 1I1'1'1'r llge hrackets, 

W"i1e tile metro art'a has be(,1! doillX quill' weI/for '\"('I'eral YI'an, Ihu(' i,l' a proh/em ill Jel'l'ral 

sections oj '''e .Hatt'. especially ill l/ort"t'lI,wem tllld ll'e,H ('('lIfralaJllI.mlllllll'e,l"/('m Miml(',mfa. III 

Ihese area.s Ille pro,{pecls oJmakillg alil'eli/lOot! lIrt' dimilli,\'''i''K, bUI 1II00'illg rural populalion imo 
Ihe metro area would compound tIll' proh!('/lI, Nell' illriu.I"lry .l"llfmltl hi' creall't! ill the area.\" (~f millillg 
and aRricultural depI'lIdellC(', E.\ptlll.l"ion oj I'xi.l'lillg c'lIIploymefll ill .\"lId' thillg,\' (1.\' /(Juri.sm, flJrt'stry 
alld fiJrest products alit! incr(CI,\iIlR agricultural proce,uillX dO,ur to prodUC'liOIl 11m 1'0tl'lI(iol. 

When in flatt'll filrml(llld priC('s Xl'I down to CI practiCllI and t'nmomical't'l'ei. cOlf.I'erl'tlIiI'e im'e.{/
lIIems in facilitie.{ alit! eqllipml'ffI ol/ce ogain prel'(lil. and production iJ clmer to mar/.:c" dC'lntl/lfls, 
farm iI/come will he more dc'pendable. Bill IlfI' Main S/n't'f hll,~illl',He.s, II'IIid, IU/I'I' beJll'filt'd from 
Ihe inflated pilaus of aKriculrure, will hal'(, 10 he l'e,HTIIC'lflrt'ti /(J match /feedJ oj c'ommllllilie.~ lH Ihey 
will exisl. 

Minfle.wla's non-metropo/iwl/ arem offer }:ood, d('p(,lU/ahle, prodllc'rive labor fllr illtilHlrial lIlId 
commercial operatiollJ which ('(//1 replace OItlmot/eel lIl/(l imprtlctic-aic'omml'rciul elllerpriJes blUed 
on agriculture lind mininx, Df):ens oj I',mmple.{ of lIell' ;/UIII.~lril'S or expandillg metro Clrell indll,~trie,~ 
into non-area Mill/le.mlll are /() he Jt't'll {U e\'idellce oJwhtll ('(III he dOlle. 

Many small municipalilies are ;1/ l'III"erable pmilion.s. With deat'luill): hIHine.\.\' illcome tllld lower 
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properry \'alues, focal /aX rel'ellue becomes a grealer problem, alollg willi lighl jisC(l1 silualions {l( 

Ihe federal and stale le\'ef.{ resullillg ill less and less federal and .HOle aids. The Minllesota Illx 
struclure and related subjecls lleed dowllrighl serious sllldy alld action. 

Minnesota lays claim to IUlI'illg Ihe best re('(Jrd for 10llgevity. bUI thlltleads to tht' problem of ha\'ing 
all el'er·increasillg porlion of population illlhose age brackets. COnlinuillK illflatioll II'reeks comel· 
emiously made plolls for retiremem illcome, That CUll meall deferred reliremellf alld thus more com· 
petition in rhe job markel: it ('{III meall spending more reliremem income for Iligh heulth mre ('OSIS: 
olld il call mean more depelldence 011 gO\'ermnelll·ji1UltIced sen'ices and bellejit programs. 

While Wlrious state agellcies alld pril'tlle groups recoglli:e 'hese probfems and are working 011 so· 
lutions, lhe challellge seems to be increasing beyolld their solutiom alld the pub/idprimle resources 
ami/able. 

Harold LeVander: As I see il. reduction ill stalt' spellding. gelling Ihe blldget ill baltltl('t', tllltitax 
reform are the maill issues Ihtlt htll'e 10 be allellded 10. Wllal makeJ the problem partieillarfy dijJie-ult 
is thaI federcilllnd .~tate spelldinN has increased to the poim II'here it's 11011' thirleelilime~" II'hlllU'as 
spent in my {ldmilliSlnllion. III the .'il{lte we should redu£'t' our .{pt'1ldillg by {II least SOO millioll dollar~
in order to get {/ budget IhatwillllOl ret/uire a tax ill{'fease. 

The difficulty of accomplishill!: that goal is tlwt the drh'e fO spelld more for edU(,{lIion is .~liII OIL I 
foresee Ihm we will han' /0 do .wmethillg aboul edUCtltiml ex("t'pl just spend mon' mOlley. We IUII'e 
g0110 lIlIafy:e 11'11.1' edu('{//ion needs thai much money and whether we are spendillK il lI'i.l'('/Y. 

The busilless ('()lmmlllity i.l" 11011' goillg 10 .wudy whether our preselll edu('(//ioll .\\:\'Iem i.r doillt{ Ihe 
job alld what is the mll/ter lI'itll il if it's IIlH. IllIillk Ihi.\" is {/ \'alid approa('/l to how we are going 10 
make the impr(H'('Inelll. 

I am concerned tlwt we {Ire goill~ 10 spelld so much time 011 tax reform alld argUing aboul it.\' t/('Iails 
thaI we will forW'1 thllllhe most imporllllllihillg is tax reduclioll. MallY of Ollr bu.l·j/l('He~·lwI'e /fJ(JI'ed 
oul of the sltlte lIlid lI'iII collfillue doing so. Ullle.l"s I\'e reduce our flHe.\', the opporlimity of l-WllillX 
new bu.~ineHes (md lIell'johs is !{oill!{ 10 be difficull. T{H reftmn, if il redu(,(,J tm: .v,endillg, will be 
a bellejil: otherwise it will be a u.lele.u procedure (/Ild Ihe creurioll of jobs will be impo,uibfe. 

Wendell R. Anderson: I befi,'I'e el'er)' battle for Ihe fUlllre is IWI!{ed ill Ihe cla.HroO/lIS, libmries 
alld research labomturies ofth,' world, alld that is deur/y so today. 

In 1933 during tlie deplII.\" of Ihe depressioll. the Minnesota Legislalure udopted a lIell' tax. llie .I"(ate 
income un arid dedi('(l(ed Ihe funds mised by illO education. Sillce then Millllesota luu bet'li knowlI 
as aliigh illcome IllX stale. TmditiOlllllfy Minnesota per capita spendillgfor educatioll/uu been i" 
Ihe lOp lell of the states, el'e" whell our per capita in('ome was lIear the l/lItiO/wl m'erage. 

Has this high ({lIe of income ICIX lind hiKh lewd of spending for educalion Iwd WI imp{l('1 011 our 
sociery alld our ability 10 deal willi the fulltre: In World War /I when we h"d Jelectil'e sen'ia, 
Minnesof(1 had Ihe fewe.I"1 rejectiolls ill Ihe draJ! for reason\' of education or heallh. III /972, Ihe /a.\"I 
year of compulsory military duty, Millllt'.W/a .{liff led Ihe nalioll alld had Ihe fewest rejet'lions for 
educational ree/solls. Alld today, Mi,me.wla ranks number olle inlhe nllfion by gradua/il1!{ the highest 
per celli of ils .wudellt.s from Iligh .sdwol. over 90%. 

There are certaill areas where we mU.st do better. For example, I'm cOllcemed about our !t//lguage 
skiffs. More people ill ChilUl Mudy £n!{lish Ihall speak il illihe Ullited SWles. Thou.I'lInd.\· of Japane.Ie 
businessmen are in Ih(, Uniled Stllles, speaking our Ilinguage, sellillg Iheir prOdU(·I.{ and leamillK 
fmm us. We are not prepaf('d 10 do the SUllie in Japalland elsewhere. 

In Russia, 5 million high .~dlO()1 sllldellts tlike ('(Ikulus-in Ihe United Stllle.I·. bare/" IOO,()OO. Nearly 
half of our Itigh school sllldl'fll.\" do /lot /like el't'II a year of chemi.Hr)· or phyJic~" .. 

Albert H, Quie: Dill' of the major lIeeds of Ihe S/llie gUl'emmellt i~" to simplify Ihe prop('fty IcIX and 
dearly delineate resporlSibilities fiJr Ihe jillallcing of Sl'hools alld of local gm'emmell/s. 

As a sociery, Mi,lIIesoltl needs 10 addreSJ Ihe question oflransmiuillg proper \'alues-moral \'alues
to Ihe younger generatioll by the older general ion practicing those \'lI/ues and teaching Ihem 
experientially. 

Both 8m'ernment and the pril'ate sector lIeed to address Ihe nei'd for jobs for the homeless. the 
welfare recipienr. the memally alld physically handicapped. the formerly incarceralt'd alld those who 
hal'e become so disheClrtt'lled Ihut Ihey are 110 IOllger ilJOkinK for a job. 



STATE OF THE STATE: !"UTURE 

Harold Stas.o;;en: In addition to my emphlUis on the de.~irability ofJ()('U.~in~ aHef.~ lind potellfi(/I.~ in 
the crearil'(' center concept, I hupe that Minnesota lI'illlelld a hi-partisan 1II00'e 10 re-esfablish/he 
family-owned and operated farm alld hUJines,\', as ,his COllcept. adl'llllced by Lincolll tlmmxh 'he 
homestead law.~. has had a profound impact Oil the .wcial. clllfliral. and q/lali~' of life for all peoples, 
as well as on the economic .~ide. 

I would further hope to see a multi-faceted jocus and emplw.sis 0/1 our North Star S/ale as a lI'illl£'r 

tourist state; a ~'ear-round tourist state: lI'ilh nationwide and worldwide atrractioll.l-jor (ouriSI.\'. 

As a • 'way out" item, the distant Jurare may see each conril/ellf 011 thi.~ earth with aile ct'ntral port 
for supersonic transportation. Minnesota cOllld be the locatioll for mch a ".mpersonit· port" for 
North America. For thme who brush Ihis aside m toO "way Ollt," / may ("o/llmell1 that Ihis was the 
altifUde of some cynics OI'er forty years ago when I took the lead {u gOl"enlOr ill eSflIblishillg the 
Metropolitan Airports Commissioll. lI"ilh Ihe declarationlhat a great air/JOrt would be Ihe allier for 
future non·.~top service 10 both coast.~ alld to the Oriell! OI'cr Alaska. 

Final/y, I cheri.~h Minnesofll to colllinue in leadership to e.\·tablish a be/ln United Nations Organi-
zation to serve for world peace, alld to combat lerrorism in the next generatioll. 7 
c. Elmer Anderson: Sillce lem'ing St. Palll years ago. I .hm'e II'lI/ched lI"ith illlC're,~/the lIctil'ities 
of the legi.~/atil'e alld executil'e departmelll.\. I IUII'e luu/ the opportunilY TO gel II/(' Tt'aclioll of ,11(' 
ordinary citizen on the .~lreet.~ /(} what was goillg Oil at the Stale Capitol, Narural/y, being lIformer 
80l'ernor, I hOl'e been often asked for my reactioll. 

I beliel'e that throughout the years, there has bel'll 100 much emplwsi.\· placed Oil personal polirical 
slnlggles for power alld poliliml illfixhtill8 alld byp/(/y,~. I tllillk there is a lIeed for {/II imprOl'emelll 
ill Ihi.~ regard. If il were done. it ('ollid be rep/aced wilh a more effective legislatil'e proa'.u Ihm 
would create greater re:ipect by our citi:ellry. 

The executil'e and legislatil'e branches (~f gOl'C'rlllllelll lire constitutionally co·equal: they /111m al.w 
be co-equal ill illlexrity, .~incerity and re.l"(1omibility. ff the execlltil'e and leRisllltil'l' brt/l1che.~ of 
government work fogether. they call and wil/ imprOl'C' hotl! Ihe abililY lIlId accoul1Iahility of Milllle· 
sota gOl'erlllnent. 

Harold LeVander: One of the hig problems tllm I see ill Ihe future is the fillancial sitllalion. We 
hOl'e 10 recogni:e thm a lor of ollr ecollomit' situatioil Tt'.wlts from alld dt'p('m!.l- Oil the fi'daal go\'
ernment. The natiol/al indt'btednC'.u i,I' going to be {/ cOlllinuing problem which we II'iII/ulI'e tofilc('. 
We hal'e to recogni::e that we hm'e a /lell' situmioll asfar a,l· world mllrket.\· are cOllcerned. We are 
competing with Japan, GermallY. AU.I"/ra!ia alld olher coullfries lI'ilh manllfactured prodllcl,~, and 
they are coming imo our cOlllllry lind buying up plallfs and mallllfaclllrillR ill ('Olllpelitioll lI'ith our 
local indu.~trieJ. The state lind i/.f problems lire goillg to be squee:l'd filrllier alld fimher to Ih(' 
backgroulld wifh le.u and le.u cOlllrol. 

Outer space will have it.~ pIlla. We are goinR to hl/ve space communities II'here people lI'il/ he lil'illg 
for .~everal months in outer space. We don'r knOll" the effect tilat lI'il/ lim'e Oil 0111' ecollomic (lild 
social program.~, bUI it's goillg to be a nell' field of elldellver. 

Aftemion must be gil'en 10 the health fit'ld which is going to ,ake an awful lot more money rhl/n ir 
does now. With the aged of our populatioll getting older and needillg more heallh care, tlie CO.H fi" 
the aKed will increase lIlId Ihere lI'ill be fewer people employed .w that we will Iim't' to IUII'e ollly 
three or four people .mpporril/g five or six people. 

Becau!jf' we /il'e in a rapidly expanding alld changing world. gOl'emment will lim'e lIell' problems 
and rna)' very well del'elop some /1('1\' solutiolls 10 some of the .~tandard recurring problems that Ife 

face every two years: education, {(ues alld budRet, lI'eljare, hiR/III'{lYs, parh 1I11d playgrounds, crime, 
recreation, and nlltural resources. 

However, having in milld the quality of our people, their reliKious backgrounds. edua/lioll, 1I11d 
politicalmaturifY, I am oprimi,~tic that we will be able to meet Ihe chaflenRe.~ ill the furure with the 
same success as we hal'e met them in the past. 

Wendell R. Anderson: III spite of the concerns I expressed about the baule for Ihe future, I am 
optimistic. No state i.~ betler positioned 10 meet Ihe challenges of world competilion. The first alld 
most important responsibility of Ihe ,illite gOl'emmelif is 10 prtJl'ide {III educlltioll thai enables ollr 
people to del'elop their Wlenls to the fullest. This haJ lIot challged. 
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What has chanRed is our competition. Our {'ompelitioll is /wt Texas, Alabama or South Dakota. Our 
competition is Japan, Korea, Taiwan lIlld all the re.~t. The test is whether Minneso/(/ eduCllted lIlId 
trained people and MillneJOw produced goods alld sen'iee.s ellli compete in tlu' world markets. Our 
future lind our quality of life lI"ill depend ill a ~'iXllijican1 II/Wlller onluJlt' Il'ell lI"e meet that te.w. 

The future will reward wry sophisticated lriRIr-tec/l or bio-tedl industries. Minllesota i~' very weI! 
suited to be a leader ill the lIew "braillpower" industry era. If we {'olltillue to Ril'e strmlRfinallcial 
support to our schools. (Illd 10 the University of Milllle.wta and higher educatioll, OIlr nlpaciry ro 
shille in lhe coming years will be I'er.\' high. 

Our grealest streliRth has (/Iway.~ beell ill our people-Ilreir thirSI for educalioll alld our \\'(f/illglless 
lhrough Roverl/lnelll lIlid primle .Wler/fire to prOl'ide rhem with Ihe best possible educaliOlI. If that 
willingness peni~'1S, Mil/llesota will el/joy very great benefits from lire lIew illdu.wrial era. 

Albert H. Quie: The {o/Ig-range Oil/look for the stale is good because of the hope alld of1timi.wn of 
ils people, its excellent educational achiel'emellf ill compclrisolilo other states, the strong work ethic, 
alld Ihe evidem strong faith ill God. 

The ullresoh'ed problems alld opportunities are the children who are raised poorly, .~lIb.Hcmce use 
and abuse, lire need for Rrealer ('hoke alld autonomy for teachers. and greater clroice for parents 
and studellls. Also the IIeedfor jobsfor lire IInemployed alld under-employmenr not 011 the statistical 
rolls. 

The lessolls of the paSI prol'e that when IR lIlId DFL work fo!wther, more good i~' achit'I'ed {hall 
when they fight. The ~l/l11e i.~ true wht'li gm'crllll/elll alld rhl' pr(mte st'ctor work IOgelher or when 
mal/axement lind labor cooperate-when dry alld rural care for each oilier and rhe less jorlwllIle 
are Ri\'en opportullity. 

fum optimistic becl/use ill Ille jil/a/ lIlialysis I see some peopli' pUlling orhen' bt10re .\e/j. 

MINNESOTA GOVERNORS: PORTRAITS, ____ _ 

TERRITORIAL GOVERNORS 

Alexander Ramsey WillIs A. Gorman Samuel Medary 

STATE GOVERNORS 

Henry H. SIbley Alexander Ramsey Henry A. SwIft Stephen Mllier 



William R. Marshall Horace Austin Cuahman K. Davis John S. Pillsbury 
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Lucius F. Hubbard A. R. McGill William R. Merriam Knute Nelson 

David M. Clough John Lind Samuel R. VanSant John A. Johnson 

Adolph O. Eberhart Winfleld S. Hammond J. A. A. Burnqulst J. A. O. Preul 



Theodore Christianson Floyd B. Olson 
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Harold E. Slassen Edward J. Thye 

Orville L. Freeman Elmer L. Andersen 

Wendell R. Anderson "Rudy Perpich 

Hlalmar Petersen 

Luther W. Youngdahl 

Kart F. ROlvHg 

Albert H. Quie 

Elmer A. Benson 

U 
\ . \ 

.j, 

C. Elmer Anderson 

Harold LeVander 



CHAPTER 2 LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

THE MINNESOTA LEGISLATURE ______ _ 

Senate Office. 231 Siale Capitol, St. Paul 55155. (612)296-2343. 
House Information, 175 State Office Building. St. Paul 55155. (612)296·2146. 

Constitution provides: To be elected a state senator or representative, a person must be a qualified 
voter, twenty-one years old, a resident of Minnesota for one year, and a resident of the legislative 
district for six months immediately preceding the election (Article IV). 

Term: senator-four years; representative-two years. 

Compensation: S22.244 annually; round trips between home and stale capital; per diem allowance 
for living expenses during session. 

Membership and apportionment: The state of Minnesota is divided into sixty-seven senate dis
tricts. each of which is divided into two of the one hundred and thirty-four house districts. Each 
senate district is entitled to elect one senator and each house district is entitled to elect one representative. 

The United States District Court for the District of Minnesota ordered a reapportionmem of the 
legislative districts on March II, 1982. The population goal for each senate district was 60,835. The 
court ordered that no future elections could be conducted under any apportionment plan except thai 
adopted by the court or a constitutional plan adopted after that dale by the slale of MinnesOla. 

Laws of Minnesota /983, Chapter /9/ adopted the court reapportionment plan with an adjustment 
between districts 39A and 398. Metes and bounds descriptions of the legislative districts are coded 
in MinneSota Statutes, sections 2.019-2.702. Legislative district maps in this manual are provided 
for information only. 

Organization: Members of the Minnesota Legislature are nominated and elected with party desig
nation. At the November 4, 1986 general election, Minnesota voters elected legislators affiliated 
with the state's two major political parties: Democratic-Farmer-Labor (DFL) and Independent-Re
publican (IR). The DFL cuucus organized both houses of the legislature during the 1987 session. 

Presiding officers: Senate members elect the president of the senate from among their members. 
The president presides over the senate and shares with the speaker the chainnanship of the Legislative 
Coordinating Commission. The speaker of the house is both a voting member of the house and the 
presiding officer. The speaker also presides over joint sessions of the house and senate. 

Senator Jerome Hughes is president of the senate. Representative Fred Nonon is speaker of the 
house. Each house eJects top staff members. The secretary of the senate, Patrick E. F1ahaven, and 
the chief clerk of the house. Edward A. Burdick, are the highest ranking staff officers in each body. 

Left: Senate Majority Leacs.r Roger Moe; right: Senate Minority Leader Duane Benson. 

56 

11 



12 
Lelt: President 01 the Senate Jerome U. Hughes; right: ·Speaker of the H04.I88 Robert Yanasak. 

Committees: The speaker appoints members of the house to committees and names committee chair· 
men. Nominated by the majority caucus, the speaker works closely with the house majority and 
becomes a leading spokesman for caucus policies. 

In the senate, the chainnan of the committee on rules and administration, nonnally the leader of the 
majority group, has similar power. A senate committee names the committee members and chairs. 

The committee system is a vital component of the legislative machinery. The volume of legislation 
pending before a single session is too great to pennit aJllegisiators to work closely with all proposals. 
Committees hear testimony from proponents and opponents of legislation before they make recom· 
mendations to the full legislature. A committee may decide the fate of any legislative proposal. After 
study. hearing. research, and deliberation, a committee may amend, recommend passage, re-refer 
to another committee, or table a bill. 

The number of committees in each house and the number of members serving on each committee 
varies from session to session as state concerns and problems dictate. In addition to the standing 
committees which operate during each session, some committees continue to study specific problems 
during the legislative interim to report findings to the next legislative session. 

Convening the legislature: On the first day of a regular session both houses of the legislature con· 
vene at noon. The lieutenant governor, having already taken the oath of office, calls the senate to 
order. The house is called to order by the secretary of state who presides over that body as its 
convening authority until a speaker is elected and has taken the oath of office. After convening, the 
oath of office is administered to all members of each house. 

Special sessions: The legislature may be called into special session at any time by the governor. 
Special sessions become necessary when legislative action is needed to meet emergencies or when 
legislative work is unfinished at the end of a regular session. The governor is the only official em
powered to call a special session. The governor does not have the power to limit the length or scope 
of the session. 

Functions and powers: The principal legal task of the legislature is to make law by which public 
policy is established. Legislative activity affects a wide range of state programs and resources in· 
eluding agriCUlture, conservation. crime prevention, consumer protection, contracts, education. eco ... 
nomic development, elections, environment, finance, forestry. health, highways, human rights. in
surance, labor relations, natural resources, property, pollution control, recreation, safety, taxation, 
transportation, utilities. unemployment compensation, veterans' affairs, and workmen's compensation. 

Additional legislative functions inelude proposing amendments to the state constitution for approval 



lett: ·House Majority Leader Ann Wynia; right: House Minority lucier WIlliam H. Schreiber. 

by the electorate. electing regents of the University of Minnesota. confirming certain gubernatorial 
appointments (senate) and performing legislative oversight or review. 

The legislature possess a judicial function. It judges the election and qualifications of its members. 
may punish or expel members for contempt or disorderly behavior. and may impeach or remove 
from office members of the executive and judicial branches. 

Each legislative body has a rules committee which directs the operating procedures of the legislature. 
The rules the two houses adopt. their joint rules. Minnesota Statutes. and the state constitution pro· 
vide the guidelines under which the legislature conducts legislative business. 

Rtpn'un/at;" .. Ann "")nia "'aJ tlnltd major;'." Itadu al a Jpt(lalltJJi'>II oflht Itlll"lulUn': J,mt 19117. 

House member. study proposed legislation. 
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Regular sessions: The Minnesota Legislature convenes in regular session each odd-numbered year 
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January. The 1972 flexible session amendment to 
Article IV of the constitution authorized the legislature to meet in regular session in both years of 
the biennium. for a total of 120 legislative days, providing that the legislature cannot meet after the 
first Monday following the third Saturday in May of any year. 

The temporary adjournment between the session of the first year and the second year of the biennium 
is not a final adjournment. as the biennial session is considered to be one continuous session. For 
this reason the jouma I pages of both houses are numbered consecutively through both years and bills 
are numbered consecutively in order of introduction through both years. 

Three test cases were brought in district court for declaratory judgments to detennine whether three 
bills passed on the last day of session in 1973 were valid enactments of law by the legislature. The 
district court ruled and the supreme court affinned that the 1973 session and the 1974 session were 
technically one session separated by a temporary adjournment. 

Bills which have not become law or been defeated by legislative action or vetoed by the end of Ute 
first half of the session are still available for possible action in the second half of the session. This 
means standing committees may hear such bills in the interim recess and make recommendations on 
their passage. 

Passage of laws: All revenue (tax measures) must originate in the house. All other matters may 
originate in either the house or the senate. There is no stated time schedule: speed is often related 
directly to the legislative support a proposal gathers. 

Committee meetings are open to the public, and anyone wishing to speak for or against proposals 
being considered is given a chance to be heard. The house and senate index offices in the capitol 
keep a file of bills by number, and anyone may visit these offices to request and receive a copy of a 
bill without charge. 

Senat. lude,. confer. 



MEMBERS OF THE SENATE 
Senator Party District Marilyn M. Lantry OFL 67 
Betty Adkins OFL 22 Cal Larson IR 10 
Don Anderson IR 12 Robert B. Lessard OFL 3 
Tracy Beckman OFL 29 William P. Luther OFL 47 
William V. Belanger, Jr. IR 41 John J. Marty OFL 63 
Duane Benson IR 32 Phyllis McQuaid IR 44 
Charles A. Berg OFL II Lyle G. Mehrkens IR 26 
Linda Berglin OFL 60 Gene Merriam OFL 49 
John J. Bernhagen IR 21 James P. Metzen OFL 39 
Joe Bertram. Sf. OFL 16 Donald M. Moe OFL 65 
John E. Brandl OFL 62 Roger D. Moe OFL 2 
Nancy Brataas IR 33 Steven Morse OFL 34 
Florian Chmielewski OFL 14 Steven G. Novak OFL 52 
Richard J. Cohen OFL 64 Oen Olson IR 43 
Gregory Dahl OFL 50 James C. Pehler OFL 17 
C. R. (Chuck) Davis OFL 18 Donna C. Peterson OFL 61 15 Gary DeCramer OFL 27 Randolph W. Peterson OFL 19 
Ron Dicklich OFL 5 Pat Piper OFL 31 
A. W. "Bill" Diessner OFL 56 Lawrence J. Pogemiller OFL 58 
Don Frank OFL 51 Clarence M. Purfeerst OFL 25 
Mel Frederick IR 30 Jim Ramstad IR 45 
David J. Frederickson OFL 20 Ember D. Reichgott OFL 46 
Dennis Frederickson IR 23 Earl W. Renneke IR 35 
Michael O. Freeman OFL 40 Donald B. Samuelson OFL 13 
Jim Gustafson IR 8 Robert J. (Bob) Schmitz OFL 36 
Jerome M. Hughes OFL 54 Sam G. Solon OFL 7 
Dean Ellon Johnson IR 15 Allan H. Spear OFL 59 
Douglas J. "Doug" Johnson DFL 6 Donald A. SlDnn IR 42 
Tad Jude OFL 48 leRoy Stumpf OFL I 
Fritz Knaak IR 53 Glen A. Taylor IR 24 
Howard A. Knutson IR 38 Jim M. Vickennan OFL 28 
Carl W. Kroening OFL 57 Gene Waldorf OFL 66 
Gary w. Laidig IR 55 Daml Wegscheid OFL 37 
Keith L. Langseth OFL 9 Gerald L. Willet OFL 4 

MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES_ 
Representative Party District Steve Dille IR 21A 
Bob Anderson IR lOB John Dom OFL 24A 
Glen H. Anderson OFL 20A Mary Forsythe IR 42B 
David P. Battaglia OFL 6A Marcel "Sal" Frederick IR 24B 
Jerry J. Bauerly OFL 18B Don L. Frerichs IR 32A 

I Patrick W. Beard OFL 56B Lee Greenfield OFL 61A 
I' Joseph R. Begich OFL 6B Dave Gruenes IR 17B 

Tony Bennett IR 53A Gil Gutknecht IR 33A 
Jeff Bertram OFL 16B Dean P. Hartle IR 30A 
David T. Bishop IR 33B Bob Haukoos IR 31A 
Kathleen Ann Blatz IR 41B Jim Heap IR 45B 
Ben Boo IR 8B John Himle IR 41A 
Chuck Brown OFL IIA Gene Hugoson IR 29A 
John Burger IR 43A Joel Jacobs OFL 49B 
Douglas W. Carlson IR 14B Mike Jaros OFL 7B 
Lyndon R. Carlson OFL 46B Richard H. Jefferson OFL 57B 
Phil Carruthers OFL 47B Loren G. Jennings OFL 19B 
Karen Clark OFL 60A Bob Jensen OFL 36B 
Dale Clausnitzer IR 48A Alice Johnson OFL 51A 
Roger Cooper OFL 21B Bob Johnson OFL 4A 
Marvin Dauner OFL 9B Virgil J. Johnson IR 34A 
Nonnan R. DeBlieck OFL 27A Phyllis Kahn OFL 58B 
Terry Dempsey IR 23A Henry J. Kalis OFL 29B 



Randy C. Kelly DFL 67A Len Price DFL 56A 
Becky Kelso DFL 36A Joe Quinn DFL 50B 
Anthony G. (Tony) Kinkel DFL 4B Allen Quist IR 23B 
Kenneth J. (Ken) Kludt DFL 9A Elton R. Redalen IR 32B 
Jerry Knickerbocker IR 43B Leo J. Reding DFL 31B 
Daniel J. Knuth DFL 52B Ann H. Rest DFL 46A 
Richard J. Kostohryz DFL 54B James I. Rice DFL 57A 
Rick Krueger DFL 12B Don Richter IR 12A 
Ernest Larsen DFL 50A Phillip J. Riveness DFL 40B 
Harold Lasley DFL 19A Peter George Rodosovich DFL 25B 
Bernard (Bernie) Lieder DFL 2A John T. Rose IR 63A 
Dee Long DFL 59A Tom Rukavina DFL 5A 
Marcus M. Marsh IR 17A John J. Sarna DFL 58A 
Kenneth J. McDonald IR 35B Gary Schafer IR 35A 
Bob McEachern DFL 22A Linda Scheid DFL 47A 
Bert J. McKasy IR 39A Jerry Schoenfeld DFL 30B 
Peter McLaughlin DFL 60B Bill Schreiber IR 48B 

16 Harriet McPherson IR 55B Arthur W. Seaberg IR 38B 
Bob Milbert DFL 39B Gloria M. Segal DFL 44B 
Howard Miller IR 20B Craig Shaver IR 45A 
Lona Mione DFL 5B Wayne Simoneau DFL 51B 
Connie Morrison IR 38A Wesley 1. "Wes" Skoglund DFL 61B 
Willard M. Munger DFL 7A Loren A. Solberg DFL 3B 
Mary Murphy DFL 8A Wally Sparby DFL IB 
Clair L. Nelson DFL lIB Brad Stanius IR 53B 
Darby Nelson DFL 49A Andy Steensma DFL 27B 
Ken Nelson DFL 62A Steve Sviggum IR 26A 
Bob Neuenschwander DFL 3A Douglas G. Swenson IR 55A 
Fred C. Norton DFL 65A Paul M. Thiede IR 13A 
Richard M. O'Connor DFL 66B Chris Tjornhom IR 40A 
Paul Anders Ogren DFL 14A Eileen Tompkins IR 37A 
Sally Olsen IR 44A Steve Trimble DFL 67B 
Edgar Olson DFL 2B Jim Tunheim DFL IA 
Katy Olson DFL 28B Sylvester B. Uphus IR 15A 
Bernie Omann, Jr. IR 16A Don Valenta IR 54A 
Tony Onnen IR 22B Robert E. Vanasek DFL 25A 
Howard Orenstein DFL 64B Kathleen Osborne Vellenga DFL 64A 
C. Thomas Osthoff DFL 66A Gordon O. Voss DFL 52A 
Todd H. Otis DFL 598 Jean Wagenius DFL 62B 
Dennis Ozment IR 37B Bob Wallman IR 26B 
Sandra L. Pappas DFL 65B Alan W. Welle DFL 15B 
Sidney Pauly IR 42A Stephen G. Wenzel DFL 13B 
Gene Pelowski, Jr. DFL 34B Ted Winter DFL 28A 
Jerome Peterson DFL 18A Ann Wynia DFL 63B 
Dennis Poppenhagen IR lOA 
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House members exchange v ..... 



ENACTMENT OF LEGISLATION _______ _ 
A bill for an act is an idea for a new law or an idea to change or abolish an existing law. Ideas follow 
ten steps on their way to becoming Minnesota laws: 

1. The idea: Anyone can propose an idea for a bill~an individual, a consumer group. corporation, 
professional association, a governmental unit, the governor-but most frequently ideas come from 
members of the legislature. 

2. The chier author: Each bill must have a legislator to introduce it. The chief author's name appears 
on the bill with the bill's file number as identification while it moves through the legislative process. 

3. Other authors: The chief author of a bill, under legislative rules, may select other authors, but 
no more than a total of five in the house and five in the senate. These authors' names also appear on 
the bill. 

4. The revisor of statutes: The revisor puts the idea into the proper legal ronn as a bill for intro
duction into the house of representatives or the senate, usually both. The revisor also updates Min
nesota Statutes after the legislative session to include all new laws. 

S. Introduction: When introduced in the house a bill receives a house file number (H.F. 2312, for 
example); in the senate, a senate file number (S.F. 503, for example). These numbers indicate the 
bill's chronological order of introduction in each body. 

6. Committee consideration: Next the bill has its first reading (the Minnesota constitution requires 
three readings for all bills-on three separate days), and the presiding officer of the house or senate 
refers it to an appropriate standing committee. 

All committee meetings are open to the public. A committee may: 
• recommend passage of a bill in its original fonn. 
• recommand passage after amendment by the committee. 
• make no recommendation, in which case a bill may die when the session ends. 
• refer a bill to another committee (one requiring funds to the appropriation or finance committee, 

for example). 

After acting on a bill, the committee sends a report to the house or senate, stating its actions and 
recommendations. 

Senators discuss a report. 
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7. General orders: After adoption of the committee report in the house and senate, the bill has its 
second reading and goes onto "general orders of the day". Acting as a committee of the whole 
legislators discuss bills on general orders. They may debate the issues, adopt amendments, present 
arguments on the bills. and they may vote to recommend: 
o that a bill "do pass". 
o that a bill not pass. 
o postponement. 
o further conunittee action. 

8. The calendar: The calendar is a list of bills the committee of the whole recommends to pass. At 
this point a bill has its third reading. Amendments to the bill must have the unanimous consent of 
the entire body and legislators vote on it for the final time. 

By committee recommendation. bills of a noncontroversial nature can by-pass general orders and go 
directly onto a "consent calendar". usually passing without debate. 

Every bill requires a majority vote of the full membership of the house and senate to pass. Voice 
votes may be used in house and senate votes until the bill is being voted on in final passage. That 
final vote and vote on any amendments are roll call or recorded votes. 

9. Conference committee: When the house and the senate both pass the same version of a bill. that 
bill goes to the governor for his approval or disapproval. If the house and senate do not agree. a 
conference committee. including members of both houses. meets to reach an agreement. If both 
bodies then pass the bill in compromise form. it goes to the governor. 

10. The governor: When a bill arrives. the governor may: 
• sign it and the bill becomes law. 
• veto it (return it with a "veto message" stating objections) to the body where it originated. 
• pocket veto the bill (after final adjournment of the legislature). 
• exercise the right to line veto portions of the appropriations bills. 

If the governor does not sign or veto a bill within three days after receiving it. while the legislature 
is in session. the bill becomes a law. 

Houae mllfTlbors conwne. 



HOW A BILL (HOUSE FILE NO.1) BECOMES A LAW 
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8i1ts introduced in Senate follow some prCKedl,lre beginning with Senole aclion flrst. 
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Narrative descriptions of each legislative district were published in the Minnesota Legislative Marwai, 
/985-86, pages J53-J68. 
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LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES ________ _ 
STANDING COMMITIEES OF THE SENATE 

Agriculture 
Davis, chair (D) 
Frederickson. 0.1., vice·chair (0) 
Anderson (R) 
Beckman (0) 

Commera 
Solon, chair (D) 
Metzen. vice chair (D) 
Adkins (D) 
Anderson (R) 
Belanger (R) 

Berg (D) 
Benram (D) 
Brandl (D) 
DeCramer (D) 

Cohen (D) 
Dahl (D) 
Frederick (R) 
Freeman (D) 
Kroening (D) 

Ec:onomlc Development and Housing 
Frank. chair (D) Cohen (D) 
Beckman, vice chair (D) Dahl (D) 
Bernhagen (R) Diddich (D) 

Education 
Pehler, chair (D) Frederickson. OJ. 
Reichgotl. vice chair (D) Hughes (D) 
Beckman (D) Knaak (R) 
Dahl (D) Knutson (R) 
DeCramer (D) Langseth (D) 
Dicklich (0) 

(D) 

Frederickson. n.R. (R) 
Freeman (D) 
Larson (R) 
Morse (D) 

Luther (D) 
McQuaid (R) 
Pelerson, D.C. (D) 

Purfeerst (0) 

Gustafson (R) 
Knaak (R) 
Kroening (D) 

Larson (R) 
Mehrkens (R) 
Morse (0) 
Olson (R) 
Peterson, D.C. (D) 

Renneke (R) 
Stumpf (D) 
Vickerman (D) 

Samuelson (D) 
Spear (D) 
Taylor (R) 
Wcgscbeid (D) 

Morse (D) 
Reichgotl (D) 
SlOnn (R) 

Pelerson. R.W. (D) 
PogemiIJer (D) 
Ramstad (R) 
Stumpf (D) 
Wegscheid (D) 

Education Aids Division: Pelerson, R.W., chair: DeCramcr, Dicklich, Hughes, Knaak. Knutson, Langseth, Mehri;ens, 
Olson, Peterson, D.C., Pogemiller, Pehler, ReichgoU, Stumpf. 
Higher Education Division: Dahl. chair; Beckman, DcCramer. Dicklich. Frederickson, D.J., Knutson, Langseth, 
Larson, Morse, Pehler, Ramstad, Rcichgou, Wegscheid. 

Elections and E(hics 
Hughes, chair (D) Johnson,D.J. (D) McQuaid (R) Samuelson (0) 

Morse, vice chair (D) Laidig (R) Moe, R.O. (D) Willet (D) 
Johnson, D.E. (R) Luther (D) Peterson, D.C. (D) 

Employmenl 
Chmielewski, chair (D) Beckman (D) Frank (D) Pehler (0) 

Piper, vice chair (0) Brataas (R) Gustafson (R) Ramstad (R) 
Adkins (D) Diessner (0) Kroening (0) 

En"ironment and Natural Resources 
Willet, chair (D) Frederickson, O.R. (R) Marty (D) Olson (R) 
Dahl. vice chair (D) Knaak (R) Merriam (0) Peterson, R.W. (D) 
Berg (0) Laidig (R) Morse (0) Stumpf (D) 
Bernhagen (R) Larson (R) Novak (D) Wegscheid (0) 
Davis (D) Lessard (D) 

Finance 
Merriam, chair (0) Hughes (D) LUlher (D) Renneke (R) 
Freeman, vice chair (D) Johnson, D.E. (R) Mehrkens (R) Samuelson (0) 
Brataas (R) KnUison (R) Metzen (D) Solon (D) 
Dahl (D) Kroening (D) Moe, D.M. (D) Spear (0) 
DeCramer (D) Langseth (0) Piper (D) Taylor (R) 
Dicklich (0) Lantry (D) Purfeerst (D) Waldorf (D) 
Frederickson, D.R. (R) Lessard (D) Ramstad (R) Willet (D) 

Agricultureffransponation and Semi-States Division: Langseth, chair. Lessard, Mehri;ens, Metzen, Purfeerst, Ramstad. 
Education Division: Waldorf, chair; Dahl, DeCramer. Oicklich, Hughes, Johnson, O.E., Taylor. 
Health and Human Services Division: Samuelson, chair: Freeman, Knutson, Lantry, Piper, Renneke, Spear. 
Slale Departments Division: Kroening, chair; Brataas, Frederickson, D.R., Luther, Merriam, Moe, D.M., Solon, 
Willet. 

General Legislation and Public Gaming 
Lessard, chair (D) Davis (0) 
Berg, vice chair (0) Diessner (D) 
Bertram (D) Frederickson, D.R. (R) 

Johnson. D.E. (R) 
Lantry (D) 

McQuaid (R) 
Samuelson (D) 



Governmental Operalions 
Moe. O.M" chair (D) 
Wegscheid. vice chair (D) 
Frederickson. D.J. (0) 

Frederichon. O.R. (R) 
Freeman (D) 
Jude (D) 

Heallh and Human Services 
Berglin. chair (0) Benson (R) 
Vickerman. vice chair (D) Brandl (D) 
Adkins (D) Bralaas (R) 
Anderson (R) Chmielewski (O) 

Marty (D) 
Pogemiller (D) 
Renneke (R) 

Oiessner (0) 
Knutson (R) 
Lantry (D) 
Piper (D) 

Taylor (R) 
Waldorf{O) 

Solon (D) 
Storm (R) 
Waldorf (0) 

Welfare Reform Division: Lantry. chair; Benson. BergHn; B11Indl. Chmiele ..... ski. Knutson. Piper. 

Judiciary 
Spear. chair (D) 
Cohen. 'lice chair (D) 
Belanger (R) 
Berglin (O) 
Jude (D) 

Knaak (R) 
Laidig (R) 
Luther (D) 
Marty (D) 

Merriam (D) 
Moe. O.M. (O) 

Peterson. D.C. (0) 
Peterson. R.W. (0) 

Pogemiller (0) 
Ramstad (R) 
Reichgotl (D) 
Storm (R) 

Civil Law Division: Jude. chair: Berglin. Cohen. Knaak. Luther. Peterson. R.W .. Reichgott. Storm. 23 
Criminal Law Division: Peterson. D.C .. chair. Belanger. Laidig. Many. Merriam. Moe. O.M .. Pogemiller. Ramstad. 
Spear. 

Local and Urban GOl'emmenl 
Schmitz. chair (D) Frederickson. 0.1. 
Adkins. vice chair (D) McQuaid (R) 
Bertram (D) Metzen (D) 

Public Ulillties and Energy 
Oicklich. chair (D) Gustafson (R) 
Marty. vice chair (O) Johnson. O.E. (R) 
Brandl (D) Johnson. OJ. (D) 
Frank (D) 

Rules and Administration 
Moe, R.O .• chair (D) Davis (O) 
Luther. vice chair (D) Oicklich (D) 
Belanger (R) F11Ink (0) 
Benson (R) Frederick (R) 
Berglin (D) Hughes (D) 
Bernhagcn (R) Johnson. D.E. (R) 
Bcrtram (O) Johnson, D.l (D) 
Chmielewski (D) Knutson (R) 

Taxes and Tax Laws 
Johnson. OJ" chair (0) Bernhagen (R) 
Brandl. vice chair (0) Benram (D) 
Anderson (R) Chmielewski (D) 
Belanger (R) Cohen (0) 
Benson, (R) Davis (0) 
Berg (D) Diessner (D) 
Berglin (D) Frank (0) 

(D) Obon (R) 
Renneke (R) 

Jude (O) 
Novak (D) 
Olson (R) 

Laidig (R) 
Lessard (D) 
Mcrriam (0) 

Moe. D.M. (D) 
Novak (D) 
Pehler (O) 

Peterson. R.W. 

Frederick (R) 
Gustafson (R) 
Jude (D) 
Laidig (R) 
Novak (D) 
Pehler (0) 

(0) 

Vickennan CD) 
Wegscheid CD) 

Piper (0) 
Stonn (R) 
Waldorf (D) 

Purfeerst (D) 
Rennekc (R) 
Schmitz (D) 
Solon (D) 
Spear (O) 
Taylor (R) 
Willet (D) 

Peterson. O.c. (0) 
Pelerson, R.W. (D) 
Pogemiller (0) 
Reichgotl (D) 
Schmitz (D) 
Stumpf (0) 

Income Tax Division: Pogcmiller. chair: Belanger. Benson. Brandl. Chmielewski. Davis. Frederick. Johnson. 
OJ .. Novak. Peterson. O.C" Reichgott. 
Property Taxcs and Local Government Aids Division: Novak. chair: Berg. Berghn. Bernhagen. Cohen. Frederick. 
Gusrafson. Johnson. OJ" Jude. Laidig. Peterson. R.W .. Pogemiller. Schmitz. Stumpf. 
Sales Tax Division: Stumpf. chair: Andcrson. Bernhagen. Bertnun. Brandl. Dicssncr. Frank. Johnson, DJ" ?chlcf. 

Transportation 
Purfeerst. chair (D) 
DeCramer. vice chair (D) 
Bernhagen (R) 

Velerans 
Bertram. chair (D) 
Diessner, vice chair(O) 
Beckman (0) 

Frederick (R) 
Langseth (D) 
Lantry (D) 

Laidig (R) 
Langseth (D) 

McQuaid (R) 
Metui;.ens (R) 
Metzen (O) 

Larson (R) 
Lessard (D) 

Novak (D) 
Schmitz (0) 
Vickerman (D) 

Metui;.ens (R) 
Schmitz (D) 
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STANDING COMMITIEES OF THE HOUSE 

Agrkulture 
Wenzel. chair, (D) 
Nelson, C., vice chair. (D) 
Bauerly (D) 
Benram (D) 
Brown (D) 
Cooper (D) 
Dauner (D) 
DeBlieck (D) 

Dille (R) 
Frederick (R) 
Hugoson (R) 
Kahn (D) 
Kalis (D) 
Krueger (0) 
McDonald (R) 
McPherson (R) 

Olson, E. (D) 
Olson. K. (D) 
Omann (R) 
Quist (R) 
Redalen (R) 
Richter (R) 
Riveness (D) 

Schoenfeld (D) 
S",""y (0) 
Steensma (D) 
Tunhcim (D) 
Uphus (R) 
Waltman (R) 
Winter (D) 

Agriculture Finance Division: Schoenfeld. chair: DeBlieck. vice chair; Dauner. Frederick, Hugoson. Kahn. Kalis. 
McDonald, Olson, E., Olson, K., Rcdalen, Sparby, Uphus, Wenzel. Winter. 

Appropriations 
Anderson, G .• chair. (D) 
KnUlh. vice chair. (D) 
Anderson, R.o (R) 
Banaglia (D) 
Bishop (R) 
Boo{R) 
Carhon, D. (R) 
Carlson, L. (D) 
Dom(D) 
Forsythe (R) 

Greenfield (D) 
Haukoos (R) 
Jennings (D) 
Johnson, V. (R) 
Kahn (D) 
Kalis (D) 
Krueger (D) 
Lieder (D) 
Miller (R) 
Munger (D) 

Murphy (D) 
Nelson, D. (D) 
Orenstein (D) 
Pappas (D) 
Poppen hagen (R) 
Price (D) 
Rice (D) 
Riveness (D) 
Rodosovich (D) 

Rose (R) 
Sarna (D) 
Schoenfeld (D) 
Seaberg (R) 
Solberg (D) 
Sparby (D) 
Stanius (R) 
Steensma (D) 
Wynia (D) 

Agriculture. Transportation and Semi-State Division: Rice, chair; Lieder, vice chair; Anderson, G .. Johnson, V" 
Kalis. Knuth, Poppenhagen, Sarna, Seaberg, Steensma. 
Education Division: Carlson, L" chair; Price, vice chair; Ande~on, G .. Boo, Dom, Haukoos, Munger, Orenstein. 
Rose. Schoenfeld. 
Health and Human Services Oivision: Wynia. chair; Rodosovich. vice chair; Ander.;on, G" Anderson, R" For
sythe. Greenfield. Jennings. Murphy. Riveness, Stanius. 
State Depanments Division: Kahn. chair: Nelson. D .. vice chair: Anderson. G" Battaglia. Bishop, Carlson. D .• 
Krueger, Miller. Pappas, Solberg, Sparby. 

Commerte 
Sarna. chair (D) Burger (R) McDonald (R) Pelowski (0) 
Milbert. vice chair. (D) For.;ythe (R) McEachern (D) Peterson (D) 
Anderson. R. (R) Hanle (R) MeKasy (R) Price (0) 
Beard (D) Jacobs (0) Murphy (0) Richter (R) 
Bennel! (R) Jaros (D) Nelson, C. (D) Solberg (D) 
Bishop (R) Kinkel (0) O'Connor (D) Sparby (0) 

Economic Development and Housing 
Otis. chair (D) Himle (R) McPher.;on (R) Poppenhagen (R) 
Lasley. vice chair (0) Hugoson (R) Murphy (0) Riveness (0) 
Burger (R) Jefferson (D) Nelson. C. (0) Rukavina (D) 
Carlson, L. (0) Kelso (0) Neuenschwander (0) Schafer (R) 
Clark (D) Knickerbocker (R) Ogren (0) S",""y (0) 
Cooper (D) Knuth (D) Olson, K. (0) Thiede (R) 
Dille (R) Mclaughlin (0) Peterson (D) Tjornhom (R) 
Frerichs (R) 

Education 
McEachern. chair (0) Kelso (D) Olson. E. (0) Swenson (R) 
Olson, K., vice chair (0) Kinkel (D) Otis (D) Thiede (R) 
Bauerly (D) Kostohryz (0) Ozment (R) Tompkins (R) 
Beard (D) McDonald (R) Pclow~ki (0) Trimble (0) 
Gruenes (R) McPherson (R) Quinn (D) Tunheim (D) 
Hanle (R) Nelson. C. (0) Richter (R) Vellenga (D) 
Hugoson (R) Nelson. K. (D) Schafer (R) Wagenius (0) 
Johnson, A. (D) Olsen. S. (R) Segal (0) Wenzel (D) 

Education Finance Oivison: Nelson. K .. chair: Bauerly, vice chair; Kostohryz, McEachern. OI!>Cn. S .. Olson, E" 
Otis, Ozment. Schafer. Thiede. Tunheim. Vellenga. 



Environment and Natural Resources 
Munger. chair (D) Johnson. A. (0) Nelson. O. (D) Schafer (R) 
Wagenius vice chair (D) Johnson. B. (0) Neuenschwander (D) Shaver (R) 
Battaglia (D) Kahn (D) Ogren (D) Simoneau (D) 
Begich (0) Knuth (0) Pauly (R) Skoglund (D) 
Carlson. O. (R) Larsen (D) Reding (D) Thiede (R) 
Himle(R) Long (D) Rose (R) Trimble (0) 
Hugoson (R) Marsh (R) Rukavina (D) Waltman (R) 
Jennings (D) McPherson (R) 

Financia1 Institutions and Insurance 
Skoglund. chair (D) Clausnitzer (R) Olsen. S. (R) Scheid (D) 
Bertram. vice chair (D) Frederick (R) Osthoff (D) Uphus (R) 
Anderson. G. (D) Hartle (R) Otis (D) Voss (D) 
Blatz (R) Knickerbocker (R) Peterson (D) Wenzel (D) 
Boo (R) McKasy (R) Poppenhagen (R) Winter (D) 
Carlson. L. (0) Milben (0) Quinn (D) Wynia (D) 
Carruthers (0) Neuenschwander (D) Rodosovich (D) 

Future and TKhnology 
Reding. chair (D) Haukoos (R) Larsen (D) Riveness (D) 
Pelowski, vice chair (D) Himle(R) Morrison (R) Rose (R) 
Dom(O) Kahn (0) Peterson (0) Rukavina (0) 
Frederick (R) Kelso (D) Price (D) Shaver (R) 
Frerichs (R) Knuth (0) Quist(R) Trimble (D) 
Gruenes (R) Krueger (0) Rest (D) 

General Legislation, Veterans Affaln and GamlnK 
Kostohryz. chair (D) Gutknecht (R) Orenstein (OJ Reding (D) 
Quinn. vice chair (D) Jensen (D) Osthoff (D) Scheid (0) 
Bennen (R) Kludt (D) Price (D) Shaver (R) 
Boo (R) Knickerbocker (R) Quist (R) Stttnsma (D) 
Brown (D) Minne (0) Redalen (R) Sviggum (R) 

Governmental Operations 
Simoneau. chair (0) DeBlicek (D) Kludt (D) Reding (D) 
Larsen. vice chair (D) Dille (R) Knickerbocker (R) Rukavina (D) 
Benram (D) Gutknecht (R) Lasley (D) Shaver (R) 
Burger (R) Heap (R) Milben(O) Tjomhom (R) 
Carruthers (0) Jefferson (D) Morrison (R) Uphus (R) 
Clark (D) Jensen (D) O'Connor (D) Waltman (R) 
Cooper (D) Johnson. B. (D) Omann (R) Winter (D) 

Health and Human Services 
Greenfield. chair (D) Oauner (D) Orenstein (D) Sviggum (R) 
Kelso. vice chair (D) Dom(O) Ozment (R) Swenson (R) 
Anderson, G. (D) Gruenes (R) Quist (R) Tompkins (R) 
Clark (D) Jefferson (D) Rodosovich (0) Vellenga (D) 
Clausnitzer (R) McLaughlin (D) Segal (D) Welle (D) 
Cooper (D) Onnen (R) Stanius (R) Wynia (D) 

Higher Education 
Jaros. chair (D) Heap (R) Lasley (D) Pelowski (D) 
Johnson. B .. vice chair (D) Johnson. V. (R) Nelson, K. (D) Reding (D) 
Boo(R) Kinkel (D) Omann (R) Rukavina (D) 
Forsythe (R) Kludt (D) Otis (D) Tompkins (R) 
Gruenes (R) Larsen (D) Ozmenl (R) Trimble (D) 

Judiciary 
Kelly. chair (D) Dempsey (R) Milben (0) Schoenfeld (D) 
Kludl, vice chair (D) Forsythe (R) Miller{R) Seaberg (R) 
Bishop (R) Greenfield (D) Nelson, O. (D) Solberg (D) 
Blatz (R) Kalis (0) Orenstein (D) Swenson (R) 
Brown (D) Long (0) Pappas (0) Vellenga (D) 
Carruthers (D) Marsh (R) Quist (R) Wagenius (D) 
Clausnitzer (R) McKasy (R) Rest (D) Welle (D) 

Crime and Family Law Division: Vellenga. chair; Carruthers. vice chair; Bishop. Blatz. Clausnitzer. Dempsey, 
Kelly. Kludt. Marsh, Orenstein. Pappas, Rest. Seaberg, Solberg, Swenson, Wagenius. Welle. 

25 



26 

Labor.Management Relations 
Begich, chair (D) Hartle (R) 
Beard, 'lice chair (D) Heap (R) 
Battaglia (0) Johnson, A. (D) 
Clausnitzer (R) McPherson (R) 
Dille (R) Miller (R) 
Gutknecht (R) 

Murphy (D) 
O'Connor (D) 
Pappas (D) 
Rice (D) 
Sama(O) 

Scheid (D) 
Simoneau (0) 
Solberg (D) 
Sviggum (R) 
Wenzel (D) 

Unemployment Insurance and Workers' Compensation Di'lision: Murphy, chair. Johnson, A., 'lice chair; Battaglia, 
Begich. Gutknecht. Heap. Miller, O·Connor. Rice. Simoneau, S'liggum. 

Local and Urban Affairs 
Battaglia. chair (D) Frederick (R) Morrison (R) Richter (R) 
Winter. 'lice chair (D) Haukoos (R) O'Connor (D) Sarna (D) 
Anderson. R. (R) Jacobs (D) Olson, E. (D) Segal (D) 
BaueJty (D) Jennings (D) Omann (R) Tompkins (R) 
Bertram (D) Johnson. V. (R) Onnen (R) Tunheim (D) 
DeBlieck (D) Kinkel (D) Pauly (R) Valento (R) 
Dom(O) Lieder (D) Rice (D) 

Metropolitan Affairs 
Osthoff. chair (D) Kelly (D) Ozment (R) Stanius (R) 
Jefferson, vice chair (D) Kostohryz (D) Pappas (D) Swenson (R) 
Blatz (R) Long (D) Pauly (R) Tjomhom (R) 
Carruthers (0) Mclaughlin (D) Rest (D) Valento (R) 

Clausnitzer (R) Morrison (R) Simoneau (D) Wagenius (D) 
Johnson. A. (D) Nelson, O. (0) Skoglund (D) 

Regulated Industries 
Jacobs, chair (D) Hartle (R) Ogren (D) Rodosovich (0) 
Mclaughlin. vice chair (0) Jaros (D) Olsen. S. (R) Rose (R) 
Beard (D) Jennings (D) Osthoff (D) Scheid (D) 
Bennett (R) Jensen (D) Poppenhagen (R) Stanius (R) 
Clark (D) Lieder (D) Quinn (D) Tjornhom (R) 
Gruenes (RJ Minne (OJ Redalen (R) 

Rules and Legislative Administration 
Vanasek. chair (D) Knickerbocker (R) Otis (0) Schreiber (R) 
Riveness, vice chair (D) Long (D) Pappas (D) Simoneau (D) 
Anderson, G. (0) Minne (D) Redalen (R) Thiede (R) 
Blatz, (R) Munger (D) Reding (D) Valento (R) 
Himle(R) Nelson, K. (D) Rice (D) Voss (D) 
Jacobs (0) Norton (D) Schoenfeld (D) 

Tax" 
Voss. chair (D) Himle (R) Nelson, K. (D) Redalen (R) 
Rest, vice chair (D) Jacobs (D) Neuenschwander (0) Scheid (D) 
Begich (0) Jaros (D) Norton (D) Schreiber (R) 
Bennett (R) Kelly (0) Ogren (D) Skoglund (D) 
Blatz(R) Long (0) Onnen (R) Sviggum (R) 
Brown (D) Marsh (R) Osthoff (o) Valento (R) 
Oauner (0) McKasy (R) Pauly (R) Vanasek (0) 
Dempsey (R) Mclaughlin (D) Peterson (D) Welle (0) 
Frerichs (R) Mione (o) 

Property Tax Division: Minne. chair; Dauner. vice chair; Bennett. Blatz, Brown, Dempsey, Frerichs, Jacobs, 
McKasy, Nelson, K .. Neuen~chwander. Osthoff. Redalen. Scheid, Skoglund, Vana~ek, Voss. 
Tax Law Oi'lision: Long. chair: Welle, vice chair; Begich. Himle. Jaros. Kelly. Marsh, MCLaughlin, Norton, 
Ogren. Onnen, Pauly, Petcr~on, ReM, Schreiber. Sviggum. ValeRIO, Voss. 

Transportation 
Kalis, chair (D) 
Jensen, vice chair (D) 
Begich (0) 
Brown (D) 
Carlson. O. (R) 
Oauner (0) 
DeBlieck (0) 

Dempsey (R) 
Frerichs (R) 

Haukoos (R) 
Johnson, A. (D) 
Johnson. B. (D) 
Johnson. V. (R) 
Lasley (0) 

Lieder (D) 
McDonald (R) 
McEachern (0) 
Olson, E. (D) 
Olson, K. (0) 
Richter (R) 
Seaberg (R) 

Segal (0) 
Steensma (D) 
Tunheim (0) 
Valento (R) 
Waltman (R) 
Welle (D) 



Ways and Means 
Norton, chair (D) 
Anderson, G. (0) 
Carlson, O. (R) 
Carlson, L. (D) 
Dempsey (R) 

Forsythe (R) 
Kahn (0) 
Long (D) 
McEachern (D) 

Senators convene In chambers. 

Senate committee members meet. 

Minne (D) 
Nelson, K. (0) 
Olsen, S. (R) 
Rice (D) 

Schreiber (R) 
Vanasek (D) 
Voss (0) 
Wynia (D) 
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR ________ _ 
Rudy Perpich, 130 State Capitol. 51. Paul 55155. (612)296-3391. 

Constitution provides: that to qualify 3!> governor a person must be twenty-five year.; old. resident 
of the slale one year. citizen of the United Slates. and elected by the people (Article V). 

Term: Four years. 

Rudy Perpich 
(Democratic-Farmer-Labor) 

Salary: $91.460. 

Biography: Born June 27. 1928 in the small mining town of Car
son Lake: graduate. Hibbing High Schoul (1946): U.S. Anny (2 
YC<ID): Hibbing Junior College. Marqucuc University (D.D.S .. 1954): 
married Delores (Lola) Simic of Keewatin (September 4, 1954). 
children: Rudy. Jr .. Mary Suc: pmctice of dentistry until 1974: 00ard 
of education. Hibbing (1956-62); Minnesota Slate Senate (1963-
69); elected lieutenant governor (1970, 1974); succeeded to the of
fice of governor to fill a vacancy (December 29, I 976-January , 1979); 
vice-presiden!. World Tech, Inc., a subsidiary of Control Data 
Corporation (1979-82); elected 36th governor, Ihe fir~t person to 
hold the office twice in non-consecutive terms and the person who 
has served longest a~ governor of Minne~ota; executive committee, 
National Governors' Assn. (1983-84); chair, committee on tntde 
and international relations, National Governors' Assn. (1985). 

Ete<ted: 1982. 1986. Term expires: 1991. 

THE CIIlEF EXECUTIVE IN MINNESOTA 

The office of governor is powerful. yet the governor can ~eldom act alone. He is the chief executive 
officer of a large business-the busine~s of ~tate government. The yearly !ltale budget is currently 
more than $5 billion. Only by marshalling public opinion and convincing the legislature to adopt his 
ideas can the governor make them into public policy. 

The major duties of the governor are 10 over..ee the day-to-day operations of government and to lake 
the lead in shaping public policy by pnlposing idea~ to the legislature. The opentlion of the govern
ment is carried out through more than twenty major departments whose heads are appointed by the 
governor and make up the governor's cabinet. The Department of Finance and the Department of 
Revenue are the governor's chief advisors on financial mailers. Health, human services, and correc
tions agencies carry out social policies. The Department of Transportation is charged wilh maintain
ing a road system as well as exercising responsibility for other modes of transportation. 

The governor reviews all bills passed by the legislature and has the power to velo tho~e of whil.:h he 
disapproves. Along with a budget message every two years, the governor makes a yearly state of the 
state address and may appear before the legislature on other occasions. Because of the separation of 
powers required by the Minnesota con~titution, a governor may appear in legislative chambers only 
with the permisssion of the legislature. Only the governor has the power to call special sessions of 
Ihe legislature although this is usually done in comultation with legi~lati\'e leaders. 

The governor appoints hundreds of people to boards and commissions. The governor appoints judges 
for all court systems when vacancies occur. 

By virtue of his office, the governor chairs the Executive Council and the Legislative Advisory 
Commission, both of which deal with extraordinary matters that arise when the legi~lature is not in 
session. The governor is commander-in-chief of state military forces and can dispatch the Minnesota 
National Guard for emergency duty when warranted. 



OFFICE OF THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR ___ _ 
Marlene Johnson. 121 Slate Capitol. S1. Paul 55155. (612)296-2374. 

Constitution provides: that to qualify as lieutenant governor a person mUst be twenty-five years old. 
resident of the slale one year. citizen of the United Siaies. and elected by the people jointly with the 
governor by a single vole applying to both offices (Article V). 

Term: Four years. 

Marlene Johnson 
(Democratic-Farmer-Labor) 

Biography: Born January 11. 1946. Braham. Macalester College 
(B.A .• political science. 1968): founder and president. Split Infi
nitive. Inc., S1. Paul advertising and public rclalions finn (1970· 
82); as lieutenant governor, serves as chair of: Minnesota Open 
Appointments Commission. Capitol Area Archilectuml and Plan
ning Board, Commission on Minnesotans Outdoors: board member 
National Child Care Action Campaign: Executive Committee of the 
National Conference of Lieutenant Governors: midwestern region 
chair. National Conference of Lieutenant Governors: founder and 
past president, National Leadership Conference for Women bec· 
utives in State Government: past president, National Assn. of Women 
Business Owners; founder and past president. Minnesota Chapter 
of National Assn. of Women Business Owners: vice·chair. 1978 
Minnesota Task Force on Small Business: co·chair. Minnesota del
egation to 1980 White House Conference on Small Business: com
munity activities: SI. Paul Jaycees' Distinguished Service Award 
for Community Service (1980): Minnesota Jaycees Ten Outstand
ing Young Minnesotans (1980): Outstanding Achievement Award, 
St. Paul YWCA (1980): Distinguished Citizen Citation. Macalester 
College (1982); United States Women Jaycees Ten Outstanding 
Women in Government (1983): Minnesota Council on Family Re
lations Distinguished Contributions to Families Award (1986): 
Minnesota Sportsfishing Congress Award (1986): Minnesota Com· 
munity Education Assn. Award (1987): Susan B. Anthony Award 
(1987). 

Elected: 1982. 1986. Term expires: 1991. 

, THE LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR IN MINNESOTA 

Salary: $50,305. 

The lieutenant governor's chief function is to assist the governor in carrying out the functions of the 
executive branch and to be prepared to act in the governor's place in the case of the governor's 
absence or disability. The lieutenant governor is first in the line of succession when a vacancy occurs 
in the office of governor. 

The lieutenant governor has statutory responsibility to serve on the Executive Council and as chair 
of the Capitol Area Architectural and Planning Board. In addition. the current governor has delegated 
to the lieutenant governor responsibility for the administration's budget policy and legislative efforts, 
She leads the administration's efforts to formulate an agenda for Minnesota's families and children. 
and coordinates the state's tourism and small business programs. The lieutenant governor represents 
the governor at meetings and other functions as needed. 

The lieutenant governor's office is available to assist the public with questions concerning these 
areas. as well as mailers of a general natUTe. 

LAND EXCHANGE BOARD __________________ _ 
DNR, 500 Laf,yelt' Rd .. SI. Paul 55155, (612)296-6157. 

Law prol'ides: for the governor, attorney general. and state auditor to approve unanimously the 
exchange of state public lands for lands owned by the federal government or private interest (Article 
XI. Minnesota Statutes, Section 94.341), 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE ____ _ 
Joan Anderson Growe. 180 Siale Office Bldg .. 51. Paul 55155. (612)296-3266. 

Constilution provides: that the secretary of slale is an officer in the executive department; to qualify 
as secretary of stale a person must be a qualified voter. twenty-one years old. and elected by the 
people (Anicle V). 

Term: Four years. 

Joan Anderson Growe 
(Democratic-Farmer-Labor) 

Salary: $50.305. 

Biography: Minneapolis. Born September 28. 1935, Minneapolis; 
education: 51. Cloud Siale University (B.S.). University of Min
nesota (special education certificate). Kennedy School of Govern
ment Executive Management Program. Harvard University (1979): 
Minnesota House of Representatives (1973-74); president. National 
Assn. of Secretaries of Slate (1979-80); recipient: MEA School Bell 
Award (1977); YWCA Outstanding Achievement Award for Gov· 
emmentJPolitics (1978); Distinguished Alumni Award, St. Cloud 
State University (1979); National Leadership Award for Voter Ed· 
ucation, NASS (1983); Charlotte Striebel Long Distance Runner 
Award (Minnesota N.O.W., 1985): board member: Nalional Assn. 
of Secretaries of State, Women Executives in State Government, 
Greater Minneapolis Girl Scout Council; member: American Assn. 
of University Women. Business and Professional Women. Inc .. 
Citizens League. League of Women Voters. Minnesota Women's 
Economic Roundtable, Minnesota Women's Political Caucus, 
Minnesota Women's Consortium, Democmtic·Fanner·Labor Party, 
Walker Art Center. Women in State Employment. University of 
Minnesota Women's Athletic Fund. United Nations Assn .. Gov· 
emor's Commission on Poverty in Minne!>Ota. 

Etected: 1974. 1978. 1982. 1986. Term expires: 1991. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE IN MINNESOTA 
The secretary of state serves with the other constitutional officers on special state policy boards: the 
Executive Council and the State Board of Investment. In order of gubernatorial succession the sec· 
retary of state follows the lieutenant governor, president of the senate, and speaker of the house. 

State law provides that this office maintains many official records of the state, oversees the admin· 
istmtion of elections in the state, charters and registers corporations, and administers state filings 
under the unifonn commercial code. 

The secretary of state registers. indexes. and maintains the record!> for 6,000 state trademarks, 20,000 
nonprofit corporations. 7.000 foreign corporations and 145,000 state corporations regi~tered to do 
business in this state. The uniform commercial code division files over 70.000 documents annually. 
All documents are open to the public. 
As chair of the state canvassing board, the secretary of state certifies state election results. As keeper 
of the great seal of the slate of Minnesota. the secretary of state certifies the authenticity of official 
records. documents. proclamations and executive orders of the governor, and acts of the legislature. 



Article V .. tabllsh.s an executive branch 01 six constitutional officers. len to right: governor, lieutenant governor, 
MCretary ot atate, auditor, treasurer, attorney general. 

OFFICE OF THE STATE AUDITOR ______ _ 
Arne H. Carlson. 555 Park St., 51. Paul 55103. (612)296-2551. 

Constitution provides: thai the slate auditor is an officer in the executive department tu qualify as 
slate auditor a person must be a· qualified voler. twenty-one years old. and elected by the people 
(Article V). 

Term: Four years. 

Arne H. Carlson 
(Independent-Republican) 

Biography: Shoreview. Born in New York City: attended public 
schools; awarded scholarships to Choate and later to Williams Col
lege: graduate school, University of Minnesota; awarded Bush 
Foundation Leadership/Fellowship (1971): co-authored Legislative 
Refonn Report (1974): Minneapolis City Council. majority leader 
(1965-67); Minnesota House of Representatives (1972-78); minor
ity whip (1974-78). 

Elected: 1978. 1982. 1986. 

Management 

State Auditor: Arne Carlson. 
Deputy State Auditor: Richard Helgeson. 
Director of Audits: Elaine Hansen. 
Legal Council: Thomas Gilbertson. 

Term expires: 1991. 

Assistant to State Auditor: Jo Angela Maniaci. 

THE STATE AUDITOR IN MINNESOTA 

Salary: $54.880. 

The Office of the State Auditor is a post-audit agency empowered by the Minnesota State Legislature 
to examine the financial statements of governmental subdivisions-cities. counties. school districts. 
and others-in the state. The office attests to the fairness of these statements as welt as to their 
compliance with applicable laws and regulations. 

In general. the office facilitates improved financial management practices within the state through its 
oversight programs and contributes to the ongoing economic education of public officials and taxpayers. 
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Approximately 280 local governments. including the counties and all three first·class cities. are au· 
dited by the state auditor's office. which has a staff complement of 115. many stationed throughout 
the state. 

The state auditor also maintains a data base of financial infomlation on local governments. The data 
are collected and analyzed by the Governmental Information Division. and the Financial Health 
Progmm assesses long-term trends for cities and counties. 

Arne Carlson serves on the state's Executive Council. land Exchange Board. State Inve~tment Boord. 
State Housing Finance Agency. and the Rural Finance Administration Board. In addition he serves 
on the board of the Public Employees Retirement ASloocialion and currently sits as its president. 

Elaine Hansen. director of audits for the Office of the State Auditor is one of the highel>! ranking 
women in state government. She serves as the midwestern repreloentative to the National Inter-gov. 
ernmental Audit Forum which conducts continuous programs for the improvement of accounting and 
financial reporting at the fedeml. state and local government levels. 

OFFICE OF THE STATE TREASURER _____ _ 
32 Michael A. McGmth. 303 State Administnllion Bldg .. St. Paul 55155. (612)296-7091. 

Constitution provides: the state treasurer is an officer in the executive department: to l.jualify as 
state treasurer a person must be a l.jualitied voter. twenty·one years old. and elected by the people 
(Anicle V). 

Term: Four years. 

Michael A. McGrath 
(Democratic·Farmer·Labor) 

Salary: $47.570. 

Biography: Born October 27. 1942. Trenton. New Jersey: educa· 
tion: Stetson University. DeLand. Florida (B.A .. American stud
ies); employed: supervisor. estate accounting. First Trust Co. of $1. 
Paul; vice president. fmnchi~e administmtion. American Dairy Queen 
Corp.: bUsinelos manager. McGmw·Hill.lnc.:owner/president. Policy 
Advisors. Inc.; civic activities: board chair. Urban Concerns: sec· 
retary. League of Minnesota Human Rights Commilosions; Minne
apolis and Bloomington charter commissions: chair. Bloomington 
Human Rights Commi~sion: various DFL pany offices. local 10 state 
level. 

Elected: 1986. Term expires: 1991. 

THE STATE TREASURER IN MINNESOTA 

By law, the state treasurer shall receive and receipt for all monies paid into the state trealoury. The 
treasurer therefore handles about $5.5 billion in revenue annually. The treasurer's oflice maintains 
careful control over funds held in state bank accounts ~o that the maximum in state fundlo can be 
turned over to the State Board of Investment. All redeemed state warrants are verified in the trea· 
surer's office. Collateml accounts are maintained to assure the safety of state funds held by others. 

The treasurer's office maintains records. provides accounting services. and makes principal and in· 
terest payments on sixty loepardte stale bond issues and cenificates of indebtedness. The trea~urer 
processes more than $69 billion annually in securities transactions. The state's vault is in the trea
surer's office for safekeeping of assets. 

The treasurer is a member of the Executive Council and the State Board of Investment and is the 
governor's constitutional officer appointee to the board of the Minnesota Stale Retirement System. 



OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL,--:-:-:-:--__ _ 
Hubert H. Humphrey III. 102 State Capitol. St. Paul 55155. (612)296·6196. 

Constitulion provides: that the attorney general is an orticer in the executive department: to qualify 
as anomey general a person must be a qualified vOler. twenty-one year.; old. and elected by the 
people (Articles V. VII). 

Term: Four years. 

Hubert H. Humphrey III 
(Democratic-Farmer-Labor) 

Biography: New Hope. Born June 26. 1942. Minneapolis. Edu
cation: Shaltuck School. Faribault. American University. Wash
ington, D.C. (B.A .. 1965). University of Minnesota 0.0 .. 1969): 
Siale senator. district 44 (1972-1983); anomey. private practice. 
Minneapolis (1969-81): member: Hennepin County Bar Assn .. 
Minnesota Bar Assn .. American Bar Assn.: community activities: 
board of management. Nonhwest Bmnch YMCA. Hubert H. Hum· 
phrey Institute of Public Affairs Advisory Committee. Brunswick 
United Methodist Church of Crystal: wife: Nancy Lee. children: 
Lorie. Pam. Hubert H. "Buck" IV. 

Elected: 1982. 1986. Term expires: 1991. 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL IN MINNESOTA 

Salary: 571.450. 

The anorney general is the chief legal officer for the state and is the legal advisor to the governor 
and all of the constitutional officers. The attorney general's duties stem from the state constitution. 
statutes and common law. He is the attorney for all state officers. departmems. boards and commis
sions. He represems them in all mailers related 10 their official duties. He interprets statutes and 
provides other legal services for local units of government. He enforces statutes and acts to protect 
the legal interests of Minnesotans. He also provides legal information and solves problems for citi· 
zens. The attorney general regularly proposes legislation to deal with public and legal policy concerns 
in Minnesota. 

The attorney general appears for the state in all cases in the federal courts. in all civil cases in the 
district couns and. upon request of the governor or any county anorney. in any criminal case in the 
district courts. 

The anorney general prosecutes all actions against persons who claim an imerest adver..e 10 the state. 
as well as claims of the state against the federal government. He may institute. conduct. and maintain 
any action or proceeding he deems necessary for the enforcement of the laws of the state. the pres
ervation of order. and the protection of public rights. The anomey general is a member of the Ex· 
ecutive CounciL the Slate Board of Investmem. the Pardons Board and the Land Exchange Board. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL __________ _ 
2nd Floor. Administration Bldg .. St. Paul 55155. (612)296·3802. 

Law provides: that the council consists of the governor. lieutenant governor. secretary of state. state 
auditor. slate treasurer. and attorney general. The council designates state depositories: approves 
mineml leases. extensions of timber pennits. and sale and disposal of certain state lands: acts as a 
calamity board and may gram emergency relief (Minnesota StalUtes. Chapter 9). 

Executive Secretary: Sandra J. Hale. Commissioner of Administration. 

STATE BOARD OF INVESTMENT 
105 MEA Bldg .. 55 Sherburne Ave .. SI. Paul 55155. (612~l::29~6:--::J3::2::8-. ---------

Law provides: for a board comprised of the governor. state auditor, state treasurer. secretary of 
state. and the attorney general to administer and direct the investment of all state funds. The board 
is responsible for the purchase and sale of securities for statewide pension funds. tru~t funds. and 
cash accounts. An advisory council advises the board and the executive director on gencml policy 
and investment management. Minnesota statutes prescribe the types of securities used by the board 
and include provisions to insure the quality of investments (Anicle XI. Minnesota Statutes. Chapter 
t tAl. 

Execulive Director: Howard J. Bicker. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICERS SINCE STATEHOOD ___ _ 
GOVERNORS 

Name P.O. address Assumed office 
Henry H. Sibley ...... 51. Paul .... May 24. 1858 
Alexander Ramsey ........................... SI. Paul January 2.1860 
Henry A. Swift ................................. SI. Peter July 10. l!!b3 
Stephen Miller ..... Wonhington January II. 1864 
William R. Marshall .. SI. Anthony January 8, IH66 
Horace AU~lin ............................ SI. Peter January 9. 1870 
Cushman K. Davis .......................... SI. Paul January 7.1874 
John S. Pillsbury ............................... Minneapoli~ lanuary 7, 11176 
lucius F. Hubbard .... Red Wing January 10. 1882 
A. R. McGill .. 51. Peter January 5, ISS? 
William R. Merriam ..... 51. Paul January 9. 11:189 
Knute Nelson .. Alexandria ...................... January 4. 1893 
David M. Clough ........................ Minneapolis January 31. 1895 
John Lind ................... ..... New Ulm ........... January 2. 1899 
Samuel R. VanSant ................... . Winona January 7. 1901 
John A. Johnson ........... 51. Peter January 4. 1905 
Adolph O. Eberhan ............. Mankato .. September 21. 1909 
Winfield S. Hammond .. SL Jame~ January 5. 1915 
J. A. A. Bumquist ..... 51. Paul December 30. 1915 
1. A. O. Preus .... Minneapolis January 5. 1921 
Theodore Christianson............... . .Daw~on January 6.1925 
Floyd B. Olson ............ Minneapolis January 6. 1931 
Hjalmar Peter~n ............... Askov .......................... Augu~t 24. 1936 
Elmer A. Benson .................. Appleton 1anuary 4. 1937 
Harold E. Stas~n ...... South 51. Paol January 2. 1939 
Edward J. Thye ... Northfield April 27.1943 
luther W. Youngdahl ........................ Minneapolis January 8.1947 
C. Elmer Anderson .... Brainerd ... September 27. 1951 
Orville L. Freeman .. Minneapolis January 5.1955 
Elmer L. Andemn .. 51. Paul January 2. 1961 
Karl F. Rolvaag .. 51. Paul March 25. 1963 
Harold leVander . South St. Paul January 2.1967 
Wendell R. Anderson ... 51. Paul January 4. 1971 
Rudy Perpich .. Hibbing December 29.1976 
Al Quie .. Denni!>On ................ January 4. 1979 

*Rudy Perpich ............................. Hibbing January 3. 1983 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNORS 

William Holcombe 
Ignatius Donnelly 
Henry A. Swift 

..... Stillwater 
.... Nininger 
.... St. Peler 

Charles D. Sherwood 
Thomas H. Armstrong 
William H. Yale .. 
Alphonso Barto 

· . Pre~colt 
........................... High Forest 

James B. Wakefield 
C. A. Gilman 
A. E. Rice 
G. S. Ives 
D. M, Clough 
Frank A, Day 
John L. Gibbs 
Lyndon A. Smith 
Ray W. Jones 
Adolph O. Eberhan 
E. E. Smith 
S. Y. Gordon 
J. A. A. Bumquist 
Geo. H. Sullivan 
Thos. Frankson 
Louis L. Collins 
W, I. Nolan 
Chas. E. Adams 
Henry Arens ..... , ... . 
K. K. Solberg ......... . 
Hjalmar Petersen 

. ........... Winona 
..... Sauk Centre 

, .. Blue Eanh 
...... , .. St. Cloud 

................. Willmar. 
•.....• 51. Peter 

· . Minneapolb 
............ Fairmont 

............. Geneva 
........... Montevideo 

· .. Minneapolis 
.. ,Mankato 
· . ,Minneapolis 

,Brown~ Valley 
· .51. Paul 

.. ,Stillwater 
.•• , •. , •. , •.••. 51. Paul 

. Minneapolis 
· .. Minneapolis 

..... , .......... Duluth 
...... Jordan 

. Clarkfield 
, .. , ....... Askov 

Gottfrid Lindslen .............................. Minneapolis 

..................... May 24. 1858 
January 2. 1860 

March 3. 1863 
January II. 11164 

January 8, 1866 
January 7. 1870 
January 9. 1874 
January 7.1876 

January 10. 11180 
January 4. 1887 
January 5. 1891 
January 3. 1893 

January 31. 1895 
1anuary 5. 1897 
January 3. 1899 
January 5. 1903 
January 5. 1907 

.. ,., June 25. 1910 
January 3. 1911 
January 7, 1913 

October 211. 1916 
January 2. 1917 
January 4. 1921 
January 6. 1925 

........ June 25. 1929 
January 6. 1931 
January 3. 1933 
January 8. 1935 

C. Elmer Anderson .. Brainerd .. , .... , .... , ..... 
January 5. 1937 
January 2. 1939 
January 4. 1943 Edward J. Thye ..... Northfield 

Archie H. Miller 
C. Elmer Anderson 

... Hopkin~ 
................... Brainerd 

April 27. 194) 
January 2. 1945 



Anchcr Nelsen 
Donald O. Wright 
Karl F. Rolvaag 
A. M. Keith ... 
James B. Goetz 
Rudy Perpich ......................... . 
Alec G. Olson 
Lou Wangbcrg 
~Marlene Johnson 

SECRETARIF_~ OF STATE 

· .... Hutchin~on January 5. 1953 
......... September 3. 1954 

January 3. 1955 
January 8. 1963 

......................... 1anuary 2. 1967 
January 4. 1971 

Dccembcr 29. 1976 
January 4. 1979 
January 3. 1983 

· .... Minneapolis 
· .... Roche~ter 
· .... Rochester 

... Winona 
. ... Hibbing 

..... Spicer 
· . Bemidji 

.51. Paul 

Francis Baasen 
James H. Baker 
David Blakeey 
Henry C. Rogers 
Hans Mattson 

...................... New Ulm ......................... May 24. 1858 
January 2. 1860 

S. P. Jennison .. 
John S. Irgens 
Fred Von Baumbach 
Hans Mattson 
Frederick P. Brown 
Albert Berg 
Peter E. Hanson 
Julius A. Schmahl 
Mike Holm 
H. H. Chesterman 
Mrs. Mike Holm 
Joseph L. Donovan 
Arlen I. Erdahl 

-Joan Anderson Growe 

AUDITORS 
w. F. Dunbar 
Charles Mcilrath 
O. P. Whitcomb 
w. W. Braden 
Adolph Biermann 
Robert C. Dunn 
Samuel G. Iverson 
J. A. O. Preu~ 
Ray P. Chase 
Stafford King 
William 1. O'Brien 
Rolland F. Hatfield 
Robert W. Manson 
• Arne H. Carlson 

TREASURERS 
George W. Armstrong 
Charles Scheffer 
Emil Munch 
William Seeger 
Edwin W. Dyke 
William Pfaender 
Charles Kiuelson 

· .... Mankato 
· .... 51. Paul 
..... SI. Paul 
· .... Minneapolis 
..... Red Wing 
..... Austin 
· .... Alexandria 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .... Minneapolis 
................. Blue Earth 

· .... Center City 
· .... Liteh!ield 

· Redwood Falls 

November 17. 1862 
January 8. 1868 
January 7. uno 
January 5, 1872 
January 7. 1876 

January 10. 1880 
January 4. 1887 
January 5, 1891 
January 7.1895 

............... January 7. 1901 
January 7. 1907 
January 4, 1921 

July 7. 1952 
· .... Roseau 
..... 51. Paul 
•.•.. 51. Paul 
.... Duluth 

...................... September 16. 1952 
J:lOuary 3. !955 
January 4. 1971 
January 6. 1975 

· .... Blue Earth 
· .... Minneapo1i~ 

· .... Caledonia 
..... St. Paul 

... Roche~ter 
..... Pr~ton 

· Rochester 
· .... Princeton 
· .... Rushford 

........................... Minneapolis 
... Anoka 

..... 51. Paul 
· .... Mendota Height~ 
., ... 51. Paul 
..... 51. Paul 
.... , Ro~ville 

... May 24. 1858 
January J. 1861 

January 13. 1873 
January 10. 1882 

Junua!)' 5. 1891 
January 7, 1895 
January 5. 1903 
Janua!)' 5. 1915 
January 5. 1921 
Janua!)' 6. 1931 

March 7. 1969 
January 4. 1971 
January 6. 1975 
January 4. 1979 

· .51. Paul 
..... 51. Paul 
..... Pine City 
..... 51. Peter 

........................... May 24. 1858 

· .... Faribault 
..... New Ulm 

.51. Paul 

January I. 1860 
January 10. 1868 

Joseph Boblcter .............. . ..... New Ulm 
· Litchfield 

... January 5. 1872 
Februa!)' 7.1873 
January 7. 1876 

January 10. 1880 
January 5. 1887 
January 7.1895 
January 7. 1901 
January 7. 1907 

August T. Koerner 
Julius H. Block 
Clarence C. Dinehart 

· .... 51. Peter 
· .... Slayton 
.... St. Peter 

· .... Eveleth 
.... Roche~ter 
... Mor.! 

..... June 8. 1910 
January 3. 1911 

Fehruary 14. 1916 
January 2. 1917 

E. S. Pettijohn 
Walter 1. Smith 
A. C. Gooding 
Henry Rines .. 
Edward W. Stark 
Julius A. Schmahl 
C. A. Halverson 
Julius A. Schmahl 
Val Bjornson 
Arthur Hansen 

· . Center City July I. 1925 
..... SI. Paul....................... January 4. 1927 

Val Bjornson ...................... . 
Jim Lord ....................... . 

· . Revere 
· . Redwood Falb 

... Minneapolis 
, .Ulen 

· Minneapolis 
· . Chanhassen 

. Brill Robert W. Mattson 
-Michael A. McGrath ...... Bloomington 

AITORNEYS GENERAL 
Charles H. Berry ..... ,Mankato 
Gordon E. Cole ........................... . .. Faribault 
William Colville ' .. , .. Lake City 

January 5. 1937 
January 2. 1939 
January 2. 1951 
January 3. 1955 
January 7. \957 
January 6. 1975 
January 3. 1983 
January 7, 1987 

.................... May 24. 1858 
January 4. lR60 
January 8. 1866 
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F. R. E. Cornell ................................ Minneapolis 
George P. Wilson ............................... Winona 
Charles M. Stan ................................ Rochester 
W. J. Hahn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Minneapolis 
Moses E. Clapp ................................ Fergus Falls 
H. W. Childs ................... Wadena .. 
W. B. Douglas...................... . ....... Moorhead 
W. J. Donahower . . . St. Paul 

January 10. 1868 
January 9. 1874 

January 10. 1880 
March II. 1881 
January 5. 1887 
January 2. 1893 
January 2. 1899 

Edward T. Young ...... Appleton ................. . 
April I. 1904 

January 2. 1905 
January 4. 1909 
January I, 1912 

March 9. 1918 

George T. Simpson .. Winona 
Lyndon A. Smith .. Montevideo .......... . 
Clifford L. Hilton . . . Fergus Falh 
Alben F. Pratt ................................. Anoka 
G. A. Youngquist ............... Croohton 
Henry N. Benson ........... St. Peter 
Harry H. Peterson ........ St. Paul 
William S. Ervin ........................ Minneapolis 
1. A. A. Burnquist ..... Minneapolis 
Mib Lord ................... . . Minneapolis 
Walter F. Mondale .............................. Minneapolis 
Roben W. Mattson ............................. Minneapolil. 
Douglas M. Head ...... Minneapolis 
Warren Spannaus ............. Minneapolis 
·Huben H. Humphrey III .......... New Hope 

·-incumbf'nI 

December 21. 1927 
February 2. 1928 

November 20. 1929 
January 3. 1933 

December 15. 1936 
.... January 2. 1939 

January 3, 1955 
.......... May 4. 1960 

December 30. 1964 
.................... January 2. 1967 

.............. January 4. 1971 
January 3. 1983 

COUNTIES IN MINNESOTA ________ _ 
law provides: that counties are governed by a board of commissioners and administrative officers 
elected by the people for four year terms; alternate forms of government may be adopted, chieHy to 
allow for an elected executive. a manager or administrator. or appointive administrative officers 
(Minnesota Statutes. Chapter 375A). 

Functions: Counties have the responsibilities of tax assessment, tax administration. elections, record 
keeping. transportation. planning and zoning. environment. parks and water management. law en
forcement. courts, and health and welfare. 

Additional information about Minnesota's ei[:iuy-se\'en coumies is ami/able from the Association of 
Minnesota Counties, 555 Park St .. Suite 300. St. Paul 55103. (6/2)224-3344. 

CITIES IN MINNESOTA __________ _ 
Law provides: that cities are governed by home rule charters or by the city (:oJe; of the 855 cities 
in Minnesota. J08 are home rule chaner cities and 747 are statutory cities (Minnesota Statutes. 
Chapters 410. 412). 

Form of governmenl: Home rule cities may establish any form of government they choose in their 
charters. Thiny have the council-manager plan, one has a commission form. four have a strong 
mayor plan. and the rest have the mayor-council plan. Statutory cities may choose a form of gov
ernment from three alternatives: the mayor-council plan with either an elected clerk (standard plan). 
an appointed clerk (plan A). or the council-manager plan (plan B). There are !>Cvenleen plan B 
statutory cities; the rest are plan A or standard plan. 

Functions: Police and fire protection. street mainlenance. sewer and water. parks and recreation are 
traditional city services. Cities may choose to provide utilities. sell liquor, operate a hospital. main
tain an airport, and provide a.mbulance service. 

Additional information about Mimle!WW dtie.~ is amilable from the League of Minnesota Cities. 183 
University A\·e. E .. St. Paul 55/01, (612) 227-5600. 

TOWNSHIPS IN MINNESOTA ________ _ 
Law provides: that townships are governed by a board of supervisors and administrative officers 
elected by the people for three year terms at the annual town meeting held in each town on the second 
Tue£day of March. Optional forms of organization may be selected by the voters <Minnesota Stat
utes. Chapters 365. 368). 

Functions: Townships have authority for planning. subdivision control. zoning. maintenance of pub
lic works, parks. cemeteries. and hospitals in addition to regular duties such as elections. tax levies 
and public roads. 

Additional information aboll1 Minne.ww' ~- / ,800 towl/ships is ami/able from the Minnesota Associ
ation of Townships, Box 267. St. Michael 55376, (612) 497-2330. 



MINNESOTA'S CHANGING POPULATION ____ _ 
State Demographer: R. Thomas Gillaspy 

The population of Minnesota increased by 7.1 % between 1970 and 1980. From 1980 to 1982. the 
population increased by 1.4% to an estimated population of 4.133,000 as of July I, 1982. 

In 1970. Minnesota ranked nineteenth among the slales in size of population. In 1982 and 1983. 
Minnesota ranked twenty-first. 

During the 1970's more people moved into Minnesota than moved out. for the first time since the 
1930·s. Minnesota tends to receive people in their thirties and children and persons over seventy
five. while the greatest oUlmigration occurs among young adults. 

Longevity continued to increase during the 1970·s. Life expectancy at birth in 1980 was 79.1 years 
for women and 72.0 years for men. 

Within Minnesota. the most rapidly growing areas appear in the suburban belt around the Twin Cities 
and the north central portion of the state. The slowest growing areas appear in a belt of counties in 
the southern. southwestern, and western parts of the state. 

During the 1970's. thirty-three counties increased in population by more than 11.4% (the national 
growth rate). Thirty-one counties lost population. 

Between 1970 and 1980. central cities of the six metropolitan areas of Minnesota lost population at 
an average rate of I. I % per year while suburban areas increased at a rate of 1.9% per year and rural 
areas increased by 0.7% per year. 

The average MinnesOian lived in a smaller community in 1980 than in 1970, the first time in the 
history of the state that this figure has declined. 

Projections of population show a continued growth of over 7% during the 1980's slowing to 5.3% 
during the 1990·s. 

Median age (the age at which half of the population is older and half younger) is expected 10 increase 
from 29.2 years in 1980 to 32.5 years in 1990 and 39.2 years by the year 2010. This increase in 
median age reflects the aging of the baby-boom generation and expected increases in longevity. 

The largest minority racial group in Minnesota in 1980 was black with 53.342 or 1.3% of the state's 
population. The total non-white population comprises approximately 3.4% of the state's people. 

According to the 1980 census. the largest single ancestry group in Minnesota is German with 17.3% 
of the population. followed by Norwegian with 6.6% and Swedish with 4%. More than half of the 
population (54.2%) listed a single ancestry group. 

During the 1970's, the number of households in Minnesota increased by almost 25% while the av
erage size of households declined from 3.2 persons in 1970 to 2.74 in 1980. 

Educational attainment is increasing and remains above national averages. In 1980.73% of Minne
sotans twenty-five years and older had at least a high school diploma compared to 47% in 1970 and 
66% nationally in 1980. 

During the 1970's, the labor force of Minnesota increased by almost 30%, as large numbers of young 
adults and increasing proportions of women entered the labor force. 

During the 1970's, 375.000 Minnesotans, or almost 10% of the population had incomes below the 
poverty line. Only four states had a smaller percentage of population below the poverty line. 

The median income of Minnesota families in 1979 was $21,217, fourteenth highest in the national 
and third in the north central region behind Illinois and Michigan. 5.6% of Minnesota families earned 
more than $50.000 in 1979. 

MINNESOTA IN PROFILE _________ _ 
Name: Derived from the Dakota Indian word "Minisota" meaning sky tinted waters. 
Organized as territory: March 3, 1849. 
Entered union: May II. 1858 (32nd state). 
Motto: L'Etoile du Nord (The North Star). 
Song: "Hail! Minnesota." 
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Area: 84,068 square miles (12th largest state). 
Land area: 79,289 square miles. 
Inland waters: 4.779 square miles. 
Width: 385 miles. 
Length: 405 miles. extending from 43°30' to 49°23'4", 
Population (1983 Census): 4,145.667 (21sl largest slale). 
Density per square mile: 51.2. 
Largest cities: Minneapolis 370.95 L 51. Paul 270,230; Duluth 92.811; Bloomington 81.831; and 

Rochester 57,855. 
Percent urban population: 66.8. 
Percent rural population: 33. J. 
Average mean altitude: I .200 feel. 
Highest point: Eagle Mountain (Cook County), 2.301 feet. 
lowest point: Surface of Lake Superior. 602 feet. 
Three major ri..-ef systems: Mississippi. Minnesota. and Red River of the North; water flows from 

Minnesota in three directions: Hudson Bay, Atlantic Ocean, and Gulf of Mexico. no water flows 
into the state. 

Number of lakes: 15.291 larger than 10 acres. 
Largest lake: Red Lake (451 square miles). 
Average lasl spring freeze: April 30. '" 
A verage first fall freeze: October 13. '" 
Annual precipilation: 25.94 inches "': 30.26 inches. + 
Annual snowfall: 46.3 inches: 50.7 inches. + 
January mean lemperature: 12.2°F. "': 5.5cF. + 
July mean temperature: 71.9cF. *: 71.lcF. + 
Average mean temperature: 44.lcF. "': 44.ZOF. + 

",' fixurts baud "".m "'ur normals. C/imOi"xrOl'h, <1 U.s. IIX1. IIW·1D, 
+; filil",rs wttn as di"""./i(· dow[ar 1978[", Mi";'NlfHffis.St. Paul. Lony C/imuwl"Ri"ul Dutu. A,muul Summun·. Mi"ntap"lij·St. 

Paul. E",,;'tmmtllful DUlu and /n["rtllUl;"" Stn'i,t. 1979. . 

MINNESOTA SYMBOLS __________ _ 
State Flag 
The present state flag was adopted by the 1957 legislature. Pictured in the center of the flag is the 
state seal. Three dates are woven into a f10wered wreath: 1858. the statehood year: 1819. the year 
Fort Snelling was established; and 1893. the year the original flag was adopted. 

Slate Seal 
The Great Seal of the Stale of Minnesota is the insignia which the secretary of state affixes to gov
ernment paper.; and documents to make them official. A seal for the territory of Minnesota was 
adopted in 1849 and approved by Governor Alexander Ramsey and the lerritoriallegislature. When 
Minnesota became a state on May 11. 1858. there was no official state seal and according to law no 
official act could be undertaken without it. 

The territorial seal was used as a state seal until a new design was adopted by Governor Sibley. 
When the legislature did not approve Governor Sibley's design. he made some changes including 
changing the original Latin motto to French: "L 'Etoile du Nord." thereby making Minnesota the 
North Star State. In 1861, after three years of use, the legislature adopted the changed design making 
it the official state seal. In LaW.I· of 1983. Chapter 119. the legislature revised the deloign of the state 
seal. 

State Tree 
The red (Pinus resinosa) or Norway pine became the official stale tree in 1953. It is a tall stately 
tree which reaches a height of sixty to one hundred feet. The trunk is straight and unifonn and may 
grow to three to five feet in diameter. It is usually bare of branches for two-thirds of the way up the 
trunk, with the top or crown rounded. 

State Flower 
The pink and white lady slipper (Cypripedium regillae) or showy lady slipper was adopted as the 
state f10wer in 1902. Since 1925 this wildflower has been protected by state law. 

State Gemstone 
The Lake Superior agate. a quartz mineral which is basically red with white bands, was named 
official gemstone in 1969. It is found primarily in the red glacial drift areas of central and north
eastern Minnesota. 



State Grain 
Wild rice (Zizania aquaticaJ or manomin, staple food of Minnesota's Indians for centuries, was 
adopted as the official state grain in 1977. 

State Bird 
The loon (Gavia immerJ became Minnesota's state bird in 1961. It is also known as the common 
loon and the great northern diver. The loon is a large bird. with wing spans up to five feet and body 
lengths up to three feet. 

State Fish 
The walleye (Stizosredion v. vitreum) is found throughout Minnesota in lakes and rivers but is most 
at home in the large, clear, cool lakes of Minnesota's nonhern forests. It attains a weight of eighteen 
pounds, has flesh of the highest quality and is any angler's prize. 

Other State Symbols 
In 1984. the legislature adopted the morel (Morchella eJcufenta) as the official state mushroom. Milk 
became the official state drink in 1984. 

MINNESOTA CHRONICLE _________ _ 
Minnesotans enter their nation's third century conscious that the history of the land their stale en
compasses extends for even more centuries. Since what is past is prologue, the following chronology 39 
is offered as an introduction to Minnesota's role in the present and future: 

EXPLORATION AND TERRITORY 

1654 
French traders Pierre Radisson and the Sieurdes Groseilliers reached Wisconsin and probably Minnesota. 

1679 
Daniel Greysolon Dulhut (Duluth) held a council with the Dakota (Sioux) near Mille Lacs Lake. 

1680 
Father Louis Hennepin, after being held captive in a village of the Mille Lacs Dakota. was the first 
European to see the Falls of 51. Anthony. 

1689 
On May 8. Nicholas Perrot, at Fort 51. Antoine, on Lake Pepin's Wisconsin shore, laid formal claim 
to the surrounding country for France. He also built a fort on the Minnesota shore of the lake, near 
its downstream end. 

1695-1731 
The French continued to develop forts and settlements in Minnesota such as Isle Pelee north of Red 
Wing in 1695, Fort L'Huillier near Mankato in 1700, Fort Beauharnois near Frontenac in 1727 and 
in 1731 Fort SI. Pierre by International Falls and Fort SI. Charles in the NorthweM Angle. 

1745 
The Ojibway won the decisive battle in their war with the Dakota at the Great Dakota village of 
Kathio on the western shore of Mille Lacs. The Ojibway eventually drove the Dakota into southern 
and western Minnesota. 

1763 
The Treaty of Paris, following the French and Indian War, ceded French territory east of the Mis-
sissippi River to England. • 

1784 
The North West Company became important in the fur trade after the Revolutionary War: Grand 
Portage was its headquarters. 

1797 
David Thompson. a North West Company trader, completed the mapping of the Minnehllta area of 
the Northwest Territory. 

1803 
President Thomas Jefferson acquired that part of Minnesota lying south and west of the Mississippi 
River from the French emperor Napoleon Bonaparte in the Louisiana Purchase. 

1812 
The Dakota, Ojibway and Winnebago joined the English in the War of 1812. 

1817 
The American Fur Company, under the leadership of John Jacob Astor. began operations in Minnesota. 

1818 
The Convention of 1818 with England put all of Minnesota including the Red River valley under the 
American flag. 
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1819 
The United Siaies established Fort SI. Anthony (renamed Fort Snelling in 1825) 10 protect the con
fluence of the Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers. 

1823 
On May 10, the first steamboat arrived at Fort S1. Anthony. American explorer Stephen H. Long 
visited the Minnesota River. the Red River, and the northern frontier. 

1832 
With Ojibway guide Ozawindib. Henry R. Schoolcraft discovered the ~ource of the Mississippi River 
and named it Lake Itasca. 

1836 
On April 20, after Michigan became a slale, the territory of Wisconsin was organized to include the 
entire area of Minnesota. Joseph N. Nicollet began explorations in Minnesota. 

1837 
Governor Henry Dodge of Wisconsin signed a treaty at Fort Snelling with the Ojibway. who agreed 
to cede alilheir pine lands on the SI. Croix and its tributaries. A treaty was also signed at Washing
ton, D.C. with representatives of the Dakota for their lands east of the Missb:.ippi. Thcloe treaties 
Icd the way for extensive white settlements within the area of Minnesota. 

1838 
Franklin Steele established a claim at the Falls of SI. Anthony. in what is today Minneapolis: and 
Pierre Parrant built a shanty and settled on the present site of the city of SI. PaUl. then called "Pig's 
Eye". 

1841 
The Chapel of SI. Paul was built and consecrated. giving the name to the future capital of the state. 

1848 
On August 26. after the admission of Wisconsin to the Union. the Stillwater Convention adopted 
measures calling for a separate territory to be named Minnesota. On October 30. Henry Hastings 
Sibley was elected delegate to Congress. 

1849 
On March 3. Congress passed the bill organL!.ing Minnesota as a territory. Territorial officers were 
appointed March 19. Governor Alexander Ramsey proclaimed the organizalion of the territory on 
June I. and the first territorial legislature assembled on September 3. On November 15. the Min
nesota Historical Society was organized. 

1850 
The first U.S. census taken in Minnesota showed a population of 6.077. 

1851 
51. Paul. 51. Anthony. and Stillwater were selected for the locations of the capitol. university. and 
penitentiary. In July and August. the treaties of Traverse de:. Sioux and Mendota opened a large area 
in southern Minnesota to white settlers. 

1853 
The first capitol was constructed. 

1855 
On January 23. the first bri~e to span the main channel of the Mississippi River anywhere along its 
length was opened between Minneapolis and 51. Anthony. 

EARLY STATEHOOD 

1857 
The process of establishing slale government in Minnesota began when Congress passed the Min
nesota Enabling Act on February 26. The legislature passed a bill to make SI. Peter the state capital. 
but since the bill was stolen before it was filed with the territorial secretary of state. the move was 
never made. The conlolitutional convention assembled on July 13 with such a rift between Democrats 
and Republicans that Iwo constitutions were adopted. By October 3 one constitution was agreed upon 
and state officers were elected. Minnesota had a population of 150.037. 

1858 
Minnesota became the thirty-second slale on May II. At the time of its entry Minnesota was Ihe 
third largest state in land area-only Texas and California were larger. 

1861 
On April 14. Governor Alexander Ramsey offered President Lincoln 1.000 men-making Minne
sota the first slale 10 offer troops to the Union. The first Minnesota regiment left Fort Snelling on 
June 22. 



1862 
The first railroad in Minnesota opened between Minneapolis and SI. Paul. Indian discontent with the 
treaties that made them relinquish their lands in Minnesota to while settlers who threatened their 
traditional way of life and frustration with a corrupt and slow annuity system were among the causes 
of the Dakota War of the late summer. Several ~lIlemenls in the MinnesOIa Valley were :lIIacked. 
Afler 392 Indians were tried by a military commission and many of Ihme convicted were pardoned 
by President Abraham Lincoln. thirty-eight Indians were hanged at Mankato on December 26. 

1863 
AI the battle of Gettysburg on July 2. the lsi Minnesota Regiment made its farnum. charge and 215 
of the 262 men were killed or wounded. 

1865 
AI the close of the Civil War. Minnesota troops in the Civil and Indian wars tOlaled 21.982. The 
population of Minnesota was 250.099. 

1867 
The legislature created the State Board of Immigration to encourage immigration to Minnesota. 

1869 
William W. Folwell became (he first president of the University of Minne~ota. some eighteen years 
after the institution had received its charter from the territorial legislature. 

1881 
The first state capitol burned and a second was built within two years on the site. Technological 
advances in Hour milling during the 1870's helped make Minneapolis the f10ur milling capital of the 
world. From 1881-1930, Minneapolis was the nation's leading center of Hour production. 

1883 
The Northern Pacific Railroad completed its transcontinental route from Minnesota to the Pacific. 

1884 
The first iron ore was shipped from Minnesota. a product of the Soudan Mine on the Vermilion 
Range. Six years later iron was discovered on the Mesabi Range and shipped from there beginning 
in 1892. 

1889 
51. Mary's Hospital opened in Rochester, marking the birth of the Mayo Clinic. 

1891 
Itasca State Park. Minnesota's first state park. was established. 

1894 
On September I, killer forest fires started. destroying over 400 square miles ncar Hinckley and 
Sandstone. More than 418 people died. 

18'16 
Three·fourths of the Red Lake Indian Reservation was opened for white settlement. 

1898 
Minnesota supplied four regiments to serve in the Spanish·American War-the tirst state to respond 
to the president's call for volunteers. 

TWENTIETH CENTURY 

1900 
During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. the tide of immigration into the U.S. and 
Minnesota swelled. Germany, Sweden. and Norv.·ay contributed most to the state's population in
crease wilh smaller migrations from other European countries. the Middle East, and China. 

1905 -' 
Following twelve years of planning and construction, Minnesota's third and pre~ent state capitol was 
occupied. Lumber production from Minnesota sawmills peaked. 

1909 
President Theodore Roosevelt issued a proclamation establishing the Superior National Forest. 

1913 
The legislature passed the state's first workers compensation bill. 

1918 
During World War I. Minnesota contributed 123.325 troops. 
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1919 
Prohibition began. A Minnesota congressman, Andrew J. Volstead. authored the enforccmcm leg
islation (repealed in 1933). The Minnesota legislature ratified the woman suffrage amendment to the 
U.S. constitution on September 8. 

1920 
The state trunk highway system was created by passage of the Babcock Good Roads Amendment. 
named after the Siale highway commissioner. 

1927 
On May 20-21. Charles A. Lindbergh made his trans-Atlantic Hight from New York to Paris. 

1930 
Minnesotan Frank B. Kellogg. serving as U.S. secretary of slate. was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 
for his work on the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact signed in Paris in 1928. Floyd 8. Olson was clcClcd 
the first Fanner-Labor governor of Minnesota. The slate had a populalion of 2.563.953. 

1931 
Sinclair Lewis from Sauk Centre won the Nobel Prize for literalUre. 

1932 
Because of failure to redistrict the state, Minnesota's nine congressional representalives were elected 
at large. The next year the legislature passed a reapportionment act dividing the state into nine districts. 

1933-34 
As the depression worsened, federal and slate programs were implemented to assist the unemployed 
and the state's farmers. The nation's first modem sit-down strike occurred in Austin. 

1937 
E.<ilablishment of the Pipestone National Monument protected the sacred Indian quarry near Pipestone. 

1941 
The Minnesota National Guard and the Naval Reserve were ordered to dUly with the amled forces 
in World War II. The great wartime demand for military equipment led 10 the produclion by Min
nesota iron mines of 83,960,822 Ions of ore in 1943, the largest single tonnage up to that time. 

1944 
A special session of the legislature allowed Minnesotans in the armed forces to vote. The Democratic 
and Farmer-Labor parties merged 10 fonn the Minnesota Democratic-Farmer-Labor Part),. 

1947 
Engineering Research Associates, Inc. designed the ATLAS-the beginning of Minnesota's Com
puter industry. 

1948 
The value of manufactured products exceeded cash farm receipts in the state for the first time. 

1950 
The state population was 2,9H2.483. 

1951 
The state produced a new record of 89.564,932 tons of iron-82% of the nation's total output. 

1956 
Reserve Mining Company's E. W. Davis Works opened at Silver Bay, inaugunlling large-scale pro
duction of taconite in Minnesota. 

1958 
Grand Portage National Monument was established to protect one of the nation's foremost inland 
centers of 18th and 19th century fur trading. 

1959 
Transoceanic trade began with the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway which made Duluth acces
sible to ocean vessels. 

1963 
After the closest race for governor in the state's history, Karl F. Rolvaag was declared the winner 
over Elmer L. Andersen by nincly-one votes and sworn in on N!-arch 25, after four months of recounts, 

1965 
Hubert H. Humphrey became the first Minnesotan to win election to national executive office when 
he was swam in as vice-president on January 20. 

1967 
The legislature created the nation's first department of human rights. 

1968 
Vice President Hubert Humphrey became the first Minnesotan to be nominated by a major political 
party for president of the United States, but lost to Richard Nixon in a close election. 



1969 
Warren Burger of SI. Paul became chief justice of the United States Supreme Court. In 1970, Harry 
Blackmun of Rochester was appointed to the court. 

1970 
Voyageurs National Park was authorized. The state population was 3.805.069. 

1972 
The DFL gained control of the legislature-the first time since 1859 thai the Democrats had a ma
jority in both houses. The 1973 legislature repealed a sixty year old law providing for the nonpartisan 
election of iegisialors and restored party designation. 

1978 
An era in Minnesota politics ended with the death of Hubert Humphrey. Independent-Republicans 
captured both U.S. senate sealS and the governorship. 

1980 
The slale population was 4.077 .148. The slale's greatest influx of immigmnts since displaced persons 
arrived afler the end of World War II came in the late 1970's and early 1980's: 26,000 southeast 
Asians settled in Minnesota. 

INTO THE PRESENT 

Urban redevelopment was in high gear in both SI. Paul and Minneapolis with more attention paid to 
existing structures than during the post-World War II urban renewal projects. Doctors at the Uni
versity of Minnesota performed numerous organ transplants. some of them involving very young 
children. 

Revenue shortfalls cau~ed a series of budget reductions extending over ~everal legislative sessions 
from August 1980 through December 1982. Iron Range residents and farmers were among the hard
est hit by a nationwide recession. but individuals all over the state suffered despite the availability 
of food shelves and churches where the homeless could sleep. 

In 1982 Minnesotans rejected the candidates endorsed for governor by both major political parties. 
Rudy Perpich became the first governor in state history to serve two non-consecutive terms. and 
Marlene Johnson became Minnesota's first female lieutenant governor. The voter~ approved a con
stitutional amendment allowing the legislature to provide for parimutuel betting on horse mcing. 

In 1984. Walter Mondale won the Democratic presidential nomination. but was defeated by Ronald 
Reagan. 

FUNDAMENTAL CHARTERS AND LAWS ____ _ 
The land area of Minnesota has been under the governments of four nations-France. Spain. En
gland and the United States. The early territorial c1aim~ of Fmnce. Spain and England were vague 
and overlapping. Formal government was nonexistent. 

Formal dominion over this area was probably first expressed by the French when the Sieur de Lusson. 
in a picturesque ceremony held at the Sault de Ste. Marie in 1671. claimed for France the \'ast 
northwest area of North America. 

However, British dominion over northeastern Minnesota appear.; to have provided the first written 
constitution nominally in effect. The Quebec Act of 1774 made Minnesota a part of the province of 
Quebec. England's claim to this area was not exclusive as Virginia maintained a claim to the same 
area under its colonial charter of 1609. 

The portion of Minnesota's land area east of the Mississippi River came under the jurisdiction of the 
United States by the treaty of peace between England and the United States in 1783. Four years later. 
under the Ordinance of 1787. the first genuine government was extended to this area, and the Min
nesota country began its march (0 statehood. 

THE NORTHWEST ORDINANCE OF 1787 

One of the great charters in Minnesota history is the Northwest Ordinance passed by the Congress 
of the Confederation on July 13. 1787. The Ordinance of 1787 was made possible when several 
states, including Massachusetts. New York. Virginia and Connecticut released their claims to the 
land area west of the Appalachian Mountains extending to the Mis~issippi River. This area became 
known as the Northwest Territory. 
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The Ordinance of 1787 followed the fundamentals of Thomas Jefferson's Ordinance of 1784 and 
established a government over the Nonhwest Territory and gave impetus to westward expansion. 
This outstanding governmental document gave first national recognition to the Bill of Rights. abol· 
ished primogeniture. provided for the encouragement of education. prohibited slavery. and estab
lished the principle that new states should be admitted to the federal government on equal footing. 
with the original states. 

The full effect of the Nonhwest Ordinance upon Minnesota law has yet to be determined. For ex· 
ample. the question of whether common law in Minnesota dates from the revolution or from the 
Ordinance of 1787 has been left open by decisions of the Minnesota couns. 

The ordinance provided for the formation out of the Nonhwest Territory of not less than three nor 
more than five states. The states were to be admitted to the federal government on an equal footing 
with the original states. 

By May of 1848 five states had been formed out of the Nonhwest Territory-Ohio. Indiana. Illinois. 
Michigan and Wisconsin. 

The state of Wisconsin was organized out of the territory of Wisconsin. the last remnant of the 
Nonhwest Territory. Although in 1848 the territory of Wisconsin extended to the Mississippi River, 
the state of Wisconsin voluntarily limited its western boundary to the SI. Croix River. This boundary 
limitation by the state of Wisconsin left the land area between the SI. Croix and the Mississippi 
available for eventual inclusion in the state of Minnesota. 

The state of Minnesota can trace much of its fundamental governmental principles. and a substantial 
ponion of its territory, back to the Nonhwest Ordinance of 1787. 

THE ORGANIC ACT OF 1849 

The organic act was passed by Congress on March 3. 1849, to provide for the territorial government 
of Minnesota. The boundaries of the territory of Minnesota were Canada on the nonh. Wi~consin 
on the east. Iowa on the south and the Missouri and White Earth rivers on the west. 

The movement to create a territorial government arose from the necessity for formal government in 
the land area remaining after formation of the states of Wisconsin and Iowa. 

The formation of the state of Iowa in 1846 left Minnesota's land area west of the Mississippi without 
territorial government. The triangular area between the SI. Croix River and the Mississippi River 
was left without territorial government when the state of Wisconsin was admined to the Union in 
1848. By 1848 the land area from the SI. Croix River west to the Missouri and White Eanh Rivers 
was without territorial government-a veritable "no man's land." 

Consequently. when Henry H. Sibley was elected delegate to Congress from this area. he worked 
with Senator Stephen A. Douglas, chairman of the senate committee on territories. to bring about 
passage of an organic act for the establishment of territorial government for Minnesota. 

The organic act provided for a governor. secretary. judicial system. legislative assembly, and a del
egate to Congress. Legislators and the delegate to Congress were elected: all other officers were 
appointive. 

The legislative assembly consisted of two houses, a council composed of nine members and a house 
of representatives with eighteen members. The first session of the legislature convened on September 
3. 1849. in the Central House at the comer of Bench and Minnesota Streets in SI. Paul. Since that 
time SI. Paul has been the capital of Minnesota. 

In 1857 a bill was introduced in the territorial legislative assembly to have the capital removed from 
SI. Paul to SI. Peter. This action was promoted by the east and west boundary group which contended 
that the boundary for the state of Minnesota should extend from Wisconsin west to the Missouri 
River. with a northern boundary just nonh of SI. Paul. 

Although this bill passed both houses of the legislative assembly, it was stolen before it could be 
presented to the territorial governor for his signature. Assembly member Joseph Rolette disappeared 
with the bill and held it until the close of the legislative session. 

An imponant provision of the organic act was the reservation of sections 16 and 36 of each township 
for school purposes. 

Alexander Ramsey. a Whig. was the first territorial governor. He was followed by Willis A. Gorman 
and Samuel Medary. Democrats. 



THE ENABLING ACT 

Minnesota progressed under the territorial government. but many group!> felt that progress would be 
accelerated if Minnesota were a Siale. Within a short lime there arose a strong desire for statehood. 

Henry M. Rice. delegate to Congress from the territory of Minnesota. at the opening of Congress in 
December. 1856. imroduced a bill for an act to authorize a state government for Minnesota. 

The Rice bill propo~d thallhe north. south and east boundaries of Minnesota be continued. and thai 
the west boundary be established as a line beginning aI a point in the center of the main channel of 
the Red River of the North at the Canadian border and running south through Lake Tmverse. through 
Big Slone Lake, to the Big Sioux River and 10 the northwest comer of Iowa. In place of the Big 
Sioux River. Congress substituted a line from the outlet of Big Stone Lake due south to the Iowa 
border. 

Considerable controversy had arisen in the territory over proposed boundaries for the state of Min
nesota. There were two gener.lI groups. the east and west group and the north and south group. The 
east and west group proposed the Missouri River as the west boundary. and a point just north of SI. 
Paul as the north boundary. The Rice bill followed the proposal of the north and south group. 

The bill for an enabling act was not without opposition in Congress. However. Minnesota again 
found a friend in Senator Stephen A. Douglas who· was still chairman of the senate committee on 45 
territories. The enabling act passed Congress and was approved on February 27. 1857. 

In addition to establishing state boundaries. the enabling act provided for a constitutional convention 
and an election of delegates to that convention. It further provided that the following proposab be 
submilled for the consideration of the constitutional convention: that seventy-two sections of land be 
reserved and set aside for a state university; that ten sections be granted 10 the stale to complete and 
erect public buildings at the capitol; that all salt springs. not exceeding twelve. be granted to the 
state for its use: and that five per centum of new proceeds from the sale by Congress of public lands 
lying within the state of Minnesota be paid to the state for public road purposes. 

The enabling act also authorized the state of Minnesota to have one representative in Congress and 
such additional representatives as the population of the state would entitle it (0 at the current ratio of 
representation. For the purpose of determining {he population. the act authorized a census (0 be taken 
by the United States marshal. The census was completed in October of 1857: population of the 
territory was 150.037. 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

In accordance with the enabling act of February 26. 1857. an election was held on June I. 1857. at 
which Republican and Democratic delegates were elected to the constitutional convention. When 
these delegates assembled in SI. Paul on July 13. 1857. to draft the Minnesota constitution. bitterness 
between the two parties was so intense that Republican delegates and Democratic delegates ref:Jsed 
to meet in the same convention. As a result each party held separate sessions in difrerent rooms of 
the first capitol building. 

The Democratic "convention" was presided over by Henry H. Sibley. later elected first governor of 
Minnesota. The Republican "convention" was presided over first by John W. North, and later by 
SI. Andrew D. Balcombe. 

The political cleavage was so great that the two bodies never acted in joint meeting during the entire 
constitutional convention-July 13 to Aug. 29. The final work was done through a conference com
mittee composed of five conferees from each of the conventions. The conferees. by reporting to and 
receiving advice from their respective conventions. were able to draft a constitution that would be 
acceptable to both bodies. On August 28. 1857. in spite of numerous protests by delegates. the report 
of the conference committee was adopted without amendment by both the Republican and Demo
cratic conventions. 

However. when it came lime to sign the constitution. the bitter feeling was Mill so intense that 
Democrats would not sign an instrument which bore Republican signatures. and the Republicans 
objected to signing an instrument which bore the signatures of Democrats. The solution to this im
passe is a credit to Minnesota political ingenuity-two constitutions. One constitution was written 
on white paper and signed only by Republicans. The other constitution was written on blue-tinted 
paper and signed only by Democrats. Thus. on the twenty-ninth day of August. after seven weeks 
of political dispute and disagreement, the "two" conventions adjourned when as many members as 
could bring themselves to do so signed the copy of the constitution enrolled for their particular 
convention. 
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ELECTION TO ACCEPT THE CONSTITUTION 

The schedule 10 the constitution provided for an election to be held on October 13, 1857. AI Ihis 
election the voters were to accept or reject the constitution. The ballots used for this purpose were 
printed 10 provide only for affinnalive votes. A voter who wished to reject the constitution had to 
alter his ballot and write in a negative vole. The result-30,05S for acceptance and 571 for rejection. 

APPROVAL BY CONGRESS 

The procedure for acquiring statehood not only requires a constitution 10 be approved by the voters 
of the proposed stale. the constitution must also be approved by Congress. In December of 1857 the 
Minnesota constitution was submitted to the United Siaies Senate for ratification. 

A certified copy of the Democratic constitution was transmilled to the senate by the territorial sec
retary-a Democrat. This copy was allached to the bill for the admission of Minnesota into the 
Union. However. when the bill was reponed back from the senate. historians repon that the Repub
lican constitution was attached. In any event. there is substantial authority that both constitutions 
were before Congress when Minnesota was admitted to the union on May II. 1858. 

In reality. the constitution ratified by Congress was not the original constitution. At the election of 
October 13. 1857. in addition to voting on the constitution. the voters elected executive. legislative 
and judicial officers. The state officers were content to wait for the act of Congress before assuming 
office. But the legislature took a contrary view. It convened on December 3. 1857. on the theory 
that under the enabling act the statehood of Minnesota began when the voters approved the consti
tution. Even though this theory was incorrect. the legislature proceeded to enact laws. the effects of 
which have remained undisturbed by the couns. 

The firsl two acts passed by the legislature were proposed amendments to the constitution. One 
amendment authorized a loan to railroads of $5.000.(X)() and the other related to the term of oftite 
of the first state officers. These amendments were ratified by the voters at a special election held 
April 15, 1858. It would appear that the constitution which Congress approved on May II. 1858. 
was an amended constitution-not the original adopted by the constitutional convention and ap
proved by the voters in 1857. 

THE MINNESOTA CONSTITUTION 1974 

The legislature in 1971 established a constitutional study commission to review the constitution and 
make recommendations to maintain its utility, After two years study. the commission recommended 
that an amendment restructuring the constitution for easy reference and rewriting it in modem lan
guage be prepared. 

The amendment was in'troduced and passed in both houses. signed by the governor. and approved 
by the voters on November 5, 1974. The previous wording of the constitution is printed. with all the 
amendments approved by voters since its adoption in 1857. in the Milllleso((l LeNislmi\'e Manual 
1973·74, pages 445-484. The amendment approved in 1974 did not alter the meaning of the consti
IUlion. In cases of constitutional law. the original document remains the final authority. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA 
(Generally Revised November S. 19741 

Preamble 
We. the people of the state of Minnesota, grateful 10 God for (Jur civil and religious liberty. and dc~iring to per
petuate its bles~ings and secure the ~ame 10 ourselves and our po~terity_ do ordain and establish Ihi~ Conl-lilulion. 

ARTICLE I 
BILL OF RIGHTS 

Section I. Object of gO\'ernment, Govcrnment is instituted for the security. bene/it and protection of the people. 
in whom all political power is inherent. together with the righttn alter, modify or refonn government whenever 
required by the public good. 

Sec. 2. Rights and prh"ilCJ!:es. No member of this state shall be disfranchised or deprived of any of the rights or 
privileges secured to any citizen thereof. unless by thc law of the land or the judgmenl of hilo peel'),. There lohall be 
neither stavery nor involuntary servitude in the state otherwise than as punishment for a crime of which the party 
has been convicted. 

Sec. 3. Liberty of the press, The liberty of the press shall forever remain inviolate. and all penons may freely 
speak, wrile and publish their sentimenl~ on all subjects. being responsible for Ihe abuse of such right. 

Sec, 4, Trial by jury, The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate. and shall ex.tend ttl all casclo at law without 
regard to the amounl in controversy, A jury trial may be waived by the partie~ in all cases in the manner prescribed 
by law. The legislature may provide that the agreement of five-l-ix.ths of a jury in a civil action (If proceeding. after 
nol less than six. hOUTh' deliberation. is a sufficient verdicl. 



Sec. 5. No ekeessive bailor unusual punishments. Exeel>sive bail l>hall not be required. nor exce~~ive IIne~ 
imposed. nor cruel or unusual punishment!> inlliCted. 

Sec. 6. Rights of aecused in criminal pros«ulions. In all criminal proseeutionlo the aceul>cd lohall enjoy the right 
to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury of the county or di~trict wherein the crime l>hall ha~e been com
milled. which county or di~trict shall have been previoul>ly alocertaincd by law. The accu~d l>hall enjoy the right 
to be infonncd of the nalUre and caUl>e of the accusation. to be confrontcd with the witneloscs againlot him. to have 
compubory procel>s for obtaining witnel>l>cs in hi~ favor and 10 have the alos;"tance of coun~1 in his defenloe. 

Sec. 7. Due process; pros«ulions: double jeopard)': self-ineriminalion: bail: habeas corpus. No per..on l>hall 
be held 10 answer for a criminal offen~ without due process of law. and no perM>n !>hall be put twice in jeopardy 
of punishmcnt for the same offense. nor be compelled in any criminal case to be a witnelolo against him'\Clf. nor be 
deprived of life. liberty or property without due procel>l> of law. All pen.onl> before conviction l>hall be bailable by 
suffieienl suretie!>. except for capiml offcnl>e!> when the proof il> evident or the prel>umption grea!. The privilege of 
the writ of habeas corpUl> lohall not be louspended unlelolo the public l>afety requirel> it in caloC of rebellion or invasion. 

Sec. H. Redress of injuries or wrongs. E\'ery person i~ entitled 10 a certain remedy in the lawl> for all injuriel> or 
wrong!> which he may reeei\'e to hi~ perl>on. property or character. and to obtain jUl>tice freely and without purcha!>e. 
completely and without denial. promptly and without delay. confonnable to the lawl>. 

Sec. 9. Treason defined. Treasun againlot the state conloil>b only in levying ..... ar again!>1 the l>lale. or in adhering to 
its enemies. giving them aid and comfort. No perMln l>hall be convicted of trcaloon unlelolo on the testimony of two 
witnes.\es to the l>ilme overt act or on confc.~l>ion in open court. 

Sec. 10. Unreasonable ... earehes and seizures pTOhibited. The right of the people to be ~ecure in their per!>ons. 
houses, paper.;. and effecll> agaimt unreasonable ~arehelo and ~eizures !>hall not be "iolatcd: and no wamlOt ~hall 
iSl>ue but upon probable cau~e. ~upptlOed by oath or affirmation. and particularly describing the place to be ~archcd 
and the perl>on or thing~ to be l>('iled. 

Sec. I [. Allainders. n post facto laws and law ... impairing contracts prohibited_ No bill of auairnJer. ex POlot 
facto law. or any law impairing the obligation of contract!> ~hall be pas~ed. and no conviction lohall work corruption 
of blood or forfeiture of el>tate. 

"-
Sec. 12. Imprisonment for debt: properly exemption. No per~on lohall be imprilooned for dcbt in thilo lotate. but 
this shall not prevent the Jcgi~lature frum providing for impri,onmcnt. Of holding to bail. per-on .. charged with 
fraud in contracting l>aid debt. A rca~onable amounl of property ~hal[ be exempt from ~ilurc or l>ale for the payment 
of any debt or liability. The amount of !>uch c,emption lohall be detennincd by law. Provided. however. that all 
property ~o e,emptcd ~hall be liable to ~eizurc and l>ale for any debb incurrcd to any perl>on for work done or 
materiah fumbhcd in the con~truction. repair or improvement of the !>ame. and provided further. that ~uch liability 
to seizure and ~ale shall abo extend to all real property for any debt to any laborer or l>CTvant for labm or ~rvice 
perfonned. 

Sec. 13. Prh'ate pTOperty for public usc. Pri"ate property ~haJl not be taken. dc~troyed or damaged for public 
usc without ju~t eompenl>ation therefor. lirlot paid or ~eurcd. 

Sec. 14. Military po"er subordinate. The military shall be ~ubordinate to the civil power and no l>tanding army 
shall be maintained in thil> l>tate in timel> of peace. 

Sec. 15. Lands allodial: ,'oid a~ricullural leases. All land~ ..... ithin the ~tate are allodial and feudal tenurelo of 
every de.'>Cription ..... ith all their incidentl> are prohibited. Lca~e!> and gfanh of agricultuml landl> for a longer period 
than 2 I years re~erving rent or loCrvice of any kind l>h:.111 be void. 

Sec. 16. Freedom of conscience; no preference 10 be given to any' religious establishment or mode of wo .... hip. 
The enumeration of rightl> in Ihi!> con~titution l>hall not deny or impair (J[her.; retained by and inherent in the people. 
The right of every man to wor.hip God according to the dietatelo of hb own con~cience ~hall never be infringed: 
nor shall any man be compelled to attend. erect or ~upport any place of wor.hip. or 10 maintain any religiou~ or 
eccle~ias(ical minist!)'. against hi~ enn~ent: nor ~halJ any control of or interference with (he rightl> of con!>Cience be 
permillcd. or any preference be givcn by law tn any religiou~ el>tablhhment or mode of worlohip: but the liberty of 
eonl>cienee hereby )'ccured ~hall not be so conlotrued a~ to exeuloC acts of licentiou~nc~~ or ju~tify practices incon
sistent wilh the peace or l>alety of the state. nor ~hall any money be drawn from the trea~ury for the benefit of any 
religious societies or religiou~ or theological ~eminariel>. 

Sec. 17. Religious lests and property qualifications pTOhibitcd. No religiou~ te~t or amount of propeny ~hall be 
required as a qualification for any office of public tru~1 in the ~tatc. No rcligiou~ te~t or amount of property l>hall 
be required al> a qualilication (If any mtcr at any election in Ihi!> Mate: nor ~hall any perl>on be rendered incompetent 
10 give evidence in any court of law or equity in con~equence of his opinion upon the !>ubjeet of religion. 

ARTICLE II 
NAME AND BOUNDARIES 

Section I. Name and boundaries: aeeeptan« of ol'J:anie act. Thi~ ~tate shall be called the lotate of Minnel>(Jta 
and shall consist of and have jurilodiction over the territory embraced in the act of Congrclo~ entitled. "An act 10 
authorize the people of the Territory of Minnc~ota to form a conlolitution and l>tate govcrnment. preparatory to their 
admil>sion into the Union on equal footing with the original ~tatel>." and the propo~ition~ contained in that act are 
hereby accepted. ratified and confirmed. and remain irrevocable without the con!>ent of the United Statel>. 

Sec. 2. Jurisdiction on boundary ","aten. The ~Iale of Minne~ota halo concurrent juri~iction on the Mis~i!>sippi 
and on all other river~ and waters fonning a common boundary with any other l>tate or ~tate~. Navigablc waters 
leading intn the ~ame. lohall be common highwa)"~ and forever free 10 citizen!> of the United Stalel> without any lax. 
dulY. impo~t or toll therefor. 
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ARTICLE III 
DISTRIBUTION 010' THE POWERS OF GOVERNMENT 

Section I. Division of powers. Thc powen; of go .... ernment ~hall be divided inlo three dbtinct depanmenh: legi~. 
lative. executive and judicial. No pcr..on or per~on~ belonging to or eon~lituting one of the~e depanmeOl~ ~hall 
exercise any of the powen; properly belonging to either of the other~ except in the in~tance, expre~,ly provided in 
this constitution. 

ARTICLE IV 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT 

Section I. Composition of legislature. The legislature consists of the senate and hou~e of rcpre~entati\"es. 

Sec. 2. Apportionment of members. The number of membel"'i who compose the ~enate and house of rcprc~nta· 
tives ~hall be prescribed by law. The representation in both house~ ,hall be apponioned equally throughout the 
differeOl <;eetions of the state in proponion to the popUlation thereof. 

Sec. 3. Census enumeration apportionment; congressional and legislalh'e dislricl boundaries; senate dis· 
tricts. At its first ses~ion after each enumeration of the inhabitant~ of this state made by the authority of the United 
Siales, the legislature shall have the power to prc~eribe the b(}und~ of congre~~ional and legblative dbtriet~. Sen· 
ators shall be chosen by ~inglc dbtriet~ of convenient contiguous territory. No repre\entative di~triel ~hall be di· 
vided in the formation of a senate di~trict. The ~enate di~trkt\ shall be numbered in a regular ~eries. 

Sec. 4. Terms of office of senators and representath'es; neancies. Repre~entati\'e~ shall be chmcn for a term 
of two years. except to lill a vacancy. Senator.. ~hall be cho'>Cn for a term of four year~. except to till a vacancy 
and except there shall be an enlire ne ..... election of all the scnato~ at the fiN election of reprc~entathe~ after each 
new legislative apponionment provided for in this aniete. The governor ~hal1 call eleeti(1n~ to till vaeancie~ in 
either house of the legi,lature. 

Sec. 5. Restriction on holding office. No ,enatm or repre~entath'e shall hold any other office under the authority 
of the United States or the state of Minne~ota. except that of po\lma~ter or of nOlary public. If elected or appointed 
to another of lice. a Icgi~lator may rc~ign from the legislature by tendering hi~ rc~ignation to the governor. 

Sec. 6. Qualification of legislators: judging election returns and eligibility, Senalo~ and rcpre~entative~ ,hall 
be qualitied vDlers of the state. and l>hal1 have re~ided one year in the ~tate and ~i" monlh~ immediOltely preceding 
the election in the district from which elected. Each house ~hatl be the judge of the election return~ and eligibility 
of its own memben;. The legislature l>hall prescribe by law the manner for taking evidence in ca\C~ of conle~ted 
seals in either house. 

Sec. 7. Rules of government. Each hou~e may deteonine the rules of it~ proceedings. ~il upon ils own adjourn· 
ment. punish it~ member.. for di~orderly behavior. and ..... ith the concurrence of two·third~ expel a member: hut no 
member shall be e\pelled a second time for the ).Ume offen~e. 

Sec. 8. Oath or office. Each member and officer of the legi~lature before entering upon hi~ dutie~ ~hall take an 
oath or affirmation to suppon the Con~tilution of the United State~. the con~titution of lhi~ \tatc. and til di\Charge 
faithfully the dUlies of hi~ ofliee to the he~tllf hi~ judgment and ability. 

Sec. 9. Compensation. The compensation of ~enator.. and reprc~entatives shall he prc~erihcd by law. No increa~e 
of compensation shall take effect during the period for which the memhc~ of the exi~ting hou),C of represcntati\"e~ 
may ha~'e been elected. 

Sec. 10. Privilege from arrest. The membcr~ of cOich hou~e in all ca~e~ exeeptlrca\on. felony OInd breach of the 
peace, shall be privileged from OIrrc~t during thc \Cs~ion of their rc~pecti\'e houloC, OInd in going. to or returning from 
the same. For any speech or debate in either hou~e they ~hall not be que\tioned in any other place. 

Sec. I I. Protest and dis.wnt of member.;. Two or more members of either house may dil>~ent and prote~t again~t 
any 3Ct or re:>olution which they think injurious to the public or to any individual and have the rea~on of their 
dissent entered in the journal. 

Sec. 12. Biennial meetings; length of ses.~ion; special sessions; length of adjournments. The Iegi~lafure shall 
meet at the loCat of government in regular ~s~ion in each biennium al the time~ prc'>Cribed by 100w for not exceeding 
a total of 120 legislative days. The legi~lature lohall not meet in regular ~c~sion. nor in any adjournment thereof. 
after the fir..! Monday following the third Saturday in May of any year. After meeting at a time pre~cribed by law. 
the legislature may adjourn to anOlher time. "'Legislativc day"' shall he detined by law. A special '>C~\i{)n of the 
legislature may be called by the governor on extraordinary ncca~i(ln~. 

Neither house during a session of the legi~lature shall adjourn for more than three day~ (Sundays excepted) nor to 
any other place than that in which the two hou~e~ shall be as~embled without the con'>Cnt of the other hou~e. 

Sec. 13. Quorum. A majority of each house constitules a quorum to trJnsact busine~~. but a smaller number may 
adjourn from day to day and compel the attendance of absent memben. in the manner and under the pcnaltie~ it 
may provide. 

Sec. 14. Open sessions. F..ach house shall be open to the public during its se~sion~ e"eept in ea~e~ ...... hieh in it~ 

opinion require secrecy. 

Sec. 15. Officer.;; journals. Each house shall elect it~ presiding oftieer and other (lftice~ as may be provided hy 
law. Both houses shall keep juurnah of their proceedings. and from time 10 lime pubJi\h the ~ame. and the yea), 
and nays. when taken on any question. shall be entered in the joumal~. 

Sec. 16. Elections viva voce. In all cleetilln~ by the legislature memheTh ~hatJ \"ote viva VlX'e and their V(lte~ ~hall 
be entered in the journal. 



Sec. 17. 1..8,,"'s to embrace only one subjed. No law shall embracc more than one ~ubject. which ~hatt be e~' 
pre~~d in its title. 

Sec. IS. Revenue bilts to originate in house. All bills for rai~ing revenue ~hall originate in the hou~ of repre
~nlalive~. but lhe senate may propo!.e and concur with the amendmenb a~ on other bilb. 

Sec. 19. Reporting or bills. Every bill shall be reponed on Ihree differenl day~ in cach hou).('. unles~. in caM" of 
urgency. Iwo·thirds of the house where Ihe bill i~ pending deem it expedient to di~pen~e with thb rule. 

Sec. 20. Enrollment or bills. Every bill p~!>Cd by both hou!.e~ ~hall be enrolled and ~igned by the pre~iding officer 
of each house. Any pre~iding officer refusing to ... ign a bill pa~!>Cd by both hou!.Cs ~hallthereafter be dlsqualilied 
frum any offiee of honor or profit in the ~tate. 8Jch hou~e by rule shall provide the manner in which a bill ~hall be 
cenilied for presentalion to the governor in ca ... e of ~uch refu~al. 

Sec. 21. Pass.age or bills on last day or session prohibited. No bill ~hall be pa"'!>Cd by either hou!.C upon the day 
pre ... cribcd for adjournmenl. This .'>Cclion ... hall nOI preclude the enrollment of a bill or it~ tran~mittal from onc hou:.e 
10 Ihe other or to the e~ecutive for his signature. 

Sec. 22. Majority \'ote or all members to pass a law. The ... tyle of all law.'> of this ~tate shall be: "Be it enacted 
by the Iegblature of the ... tale of Minnc~ota.·· No law ~hall be pasl>Cd unle~s \'OIed for by a majority of all the 
memben. elccted to cach houl>C of the legblaturc. and the vote entered in the journal of each hou),('. 

See. 23. Appro,·al or bills by go\'ernor; action on veto. Every bill pa ... ),('d in confonnity to the rule ... of each 
house and the joint rule ... of the two houl>CS ... hall be prel>Cnted to the governor. If he approve ... a bill. he ~hall ~ign 
it, deposit it in the oflice of the ).('cretary of ~tale and notify the hou).(' in which it originated of that fac!. If he 
vctoes a bill, he shall return it with hb objection~ to the hou~e in which it originated. Hi~ objecti()n~ ~hall be entered 
in the journal. If. after recon~ider,!tion. two-third ... of that hou'-C' agree to pa~~ the bill. it ... hall be '>COl. lOll-ether 
with Ihe go\'emor"s objection~. to the other hou~. which ~hall liI..ewbc recon ... ider it. If appro\'ed by two-Ihird ... of 
that hou.'>C it bccome~ a law and ~hall be deposited in Ihe oflice of the .'>Ccretary of ~tate. In such ca'>C~ the votes of 
both hou~c~ ~hall be determined by yca~ and na)'~. and the namc~ of the pen.on ... vOling for or againl>t the billl>hall 
be emered in the journal of cach hou.'>C. Any bill not returned by the governor within three day ... (Sunday~ ex.ceptcd) 
after it i~ pre:.cnted to him become~ a taw a~ if he had l>igned it. unteSl> the legi~lature by adjournment within thaI 
time prevcnb its return. Any bill ·pal>l>Cd during the la ... t three day ... of a ).('l>~ion may be pre'>Cnted to the govcrnor 
during the three days following the day of final adjournment and becomes law if the governor ~ign~ and dcpo~it~ 
il in thc Offil'C of thc .'>Ccretary of ~tate wilhin 14 dayl> after the adjournmcnt of the legi~lature. Any bill pa~~ed 
during the last three days of the sc~sion which b nOI ... igned and dcpo ... itcd within 14 day ... after adjournment docs 
nol become a l;1w. 

If a bill pre~ented to thc governor conlains ...everoll item~ of appropriation of money. he may vcto one or more of 
the item~ while :Ipproving the bill. At the time he signs the bill the governor ~hall append to it a ~tatement of Ihe 
items he vetoes and the vetoed item~ l>hall not t:lle effect. If the legil>lature is in .'>C~~ion. he ~hall troln~mit to the 
hou!>C in which the bill originated a copy of the '>tatement. and the iteml> \'ctoed ~h:lll be ).('pamtcly rccon~idcred. 
If on rccon~ideration any item i ... approved by two-thirds of the memben. elected 10 each hou:.e, il i~ a pan of the 
law notwilh~t:mding thc ohjectionl> of the governor. 

Scc. 24. Presentation or orders, resolutions, and "otes to gonrnor. Eaeh order. re.'>Olution or VOle requiring 
the concurrence of the two houloe ... e»cept such a~ relate to the bu ... inel>l> or adjournment of the Icgi ... lature shall be 
presemed to the governor :Ind is l>ubjcct to hi.'> veto Ul> prel>cribed in case of a bill. 

Sec. 25. Di.wrderly conduct. During a loe~l>ion cach hou!.C may punbh by imprisonment for not more than 24 
hours any pcn.on nol a member who i~ guilty of any disordcrly or contemptuous behavior in ib pre.'>Cnce. 

Scc. 26. Banking laws; two-thirds \'otes. Pa~~age of a generotl banking law requires Ihe vote of two-third~ of the 
members of each house of the legblature. 

ARTICLE V 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

Section I. Executive officers. The e»eculive department con~i~s of a governor. lieutenant gO'o'ernor • .'>Ccrctary of 
state, auditor. trea~urer and atwmcy generoll. who shall be cho.'>Cn by the eleclors of the statc. The governor and 
licutenant governor ~hall be chosen jointly by a ... ingle vOle applying to both office~ in a manner preloCribed by law. 

Sec. 2. Term or gonrnor and lieutenant gonrnor; qualifications. The tenn of office for the governor and 
lieutenant governor is four years and until a ~ucce ... .'>Or i~ cho.'>Cn and qualified. Each shall have attained the age of 
2S years and .... hall have been a bona fide re~idenl of the ~tate for one year next preceding hi~ election. and shall 
be a citizen of the United States. 

See. 3. Powers and duties or gonrnor. The governor l>hall communicate by me~ ... age to each ).('sl>ion of the 
legislature infonnation louching the ... tale and coontry. He is commander-in-chief of the military and naval force~ 
and may call them out to cxccute the laws. l>upprel>l> in~urreclion and repel inva~ion. He may require the opinion 
in writing of Ihe principal officer in each of the exccutive depanmcnb upon any ~ubject relating to his dUlies. With 
the advice and consent uf the )'cnate he may appoint notaries public and other officen. provided by law. He may 
appoint commil>~ioners to take the acknowledgment of deeds or other in~trumenlS in writing to be u!>Cd in the ~(ate. 
He shall tale care thai the law~ be faithfully executed. He ~hall fill any vacancy that may occur in the office ... of 
secretary of ~tatc. trea~urer. auditor. allorney general and thc other state and di~trict oflice ... hcreafter created by 
law until the end of the tcnn for which Ihe person who had vacated lhe office wa~ elected or lhe fin.t Monday in 
January following Ihe nexl geneml election. whichever is sooner. and until a ... ucccssor il> chosen and qualified. 

Sec. 4. Terms and salaries or executive officers. The tenn of office of Ihe '>Ccretary of ~tate, trea~urer. attorney 
general and state auditor is four years and until a ~ucce~sor is cho!>('n and qualified. The dutiel> and ~alaries of the 
executive officers shall be preloCribed by law. 
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Sec. 5. Succession to offices of governor and lieutenant governor. In Case a vacancy occur; from any cause 
whatcver in the office of governor. the lieutenant governor ~hall be governor during such vacancy. The compen
sation of the lieutenant governor shall be prescribed by law. The last elected pre~iding onicer of the \Cnate shall 
become lieutenant governor in case a vacancy occur~ in that office. In ca~e Ihe governor is unable 10 di~harge the 
powers and duties of his office. the same devolvel> on thc lieutenant governor. The legi~lature may provide by law 
for the case of the removal, death, reJ.ignalion. or inability both of the governor and lieutenant governor to di~charge 
the duties of governor and may provide by law for eontinuit}' of government in period~ of emergency reloulting 
from disasters caused by enemy attack in this state. including bUI nol limited to. ~ucce),sion 10 the powers and 
dUlies of public office and change of Ihe ~eat of government. 

Sec. 6. Oath of offict' of state officers. Each officer created by Ihh article before entering upon hb duties shall 
take an oath or affirmation to support the constitution of the United Statc)' and of thi~ ~tate and 10 discharge faithfully 
the duties of his office to the best of hi~ judgment and ability. 

Sec. 7. Board of pardons_ Thc governor. the allorney gcneml and the chief justicc ufthc supreme court conMitute 
a board of pardons. Its power.. and dutie), ),hall be defined and regulated by law. The governor in conjunction with 
the board of pardons has power to grant reprieves and pardons after conviction for an offen~e again~t the ~tate 
except in cases of impeachment. 

ARTICI.E VI 
JUDICIARY 

Section I. Judicial power. The judicial power of the state i~ vested in a ~upreme court. a court of appeals. if 
established by the legislature. a district court and ~uch other courts. judicial ofticcr~ and commi~~ioner~ wilh jurb
diction inferior to the district coun a)' the legislature may c~tablish. IAmended. November::!. 19821 

Sec. 2. Supreme court, The 'iupreme court con~i~tJ. of one chief judge and not le~~ than ~i\ nnr more than eight 
associate judge~ a~ the legi~lalure may establiJ.h. It ~hall have original juriSdiction in ,uch remedial case, a~ are 
prescribed by law. and appellate juri~diction in :.III ca~s. but there ~hall be no tri:.ll by jury in the supreme court. 

The legislature may establ i~h a court of :.Ippcah and provide by law for the number (If its judge~. who ,hall not be 
judges of any other court. and it~ organi/ation and for tbe review of ih decbion~ by the ~upreme courl. The Court 
of appeals shall have appellate juri~diction over all court,. except thc ~upreme coun. and other appellate juri~diclion 
as prescribed by law. 

As provided by law judges of the court of appeab or of the district court may he a~~igned ternpllrJ.rily III act as 
judges of the J.uprcme court upon it), request and judge), of the district court may be a"igned temporarily by the 
supreme court to act as judges of the court of appeal,. 

The supreme court ~hall appoint 10 serve at ih plea),ure aderk. a reportcr. a statc law librarian :.Ind other necessary 
employees. [Amended. November 2. 1982] 

Sec. J. Jurisdiction of district court, The dimict court ha)' original juri~iction in all civil and criminal ca.'>C,~ and 
shall have appellate jurhdiction aJ. pre~cribcd by law. 

Sec. 4. Judicial dislricls; district judges. The number and houndaricl> of judicial di~tricb shall be eMabliJ.hed in 
the manner provided by law but the oHice of a di~trict judge ~hall not be aboli),hed during hi, term. There ,hall be 
two or more districl judges in each district. Each judge of the dbtrict court in any di~triet ~halJ be a re~ident of that 
district at the time of his selection and during his continuance in office. 

Sec. 5. Quali6cations; compensation. Judge), of the supreme court. the Court of appe:.lb and the dhtrict court 
shall be learned in the law. The qualifications of all other judges and judicial onicef)' ,hall be prescribed by law. 
The compensation of all judges shall he pre~cribed hy the legi,lawrc and ~hall not be dimini),hed during their term 
of office. [Amended. November 2. 19H::!I 

Sec. 6. Holding other omct'_ A judge ufthe supreme court. the court of appeals or the dhtrict court shall not hold 
any office under the United States ellcept a commb~ion in a reM!rve component of the military forces of the United 
States and shall not hold any other oflice under this state. Hi~ tenn of offiee shall tenninate at the time he lile~ a)' 
a candidate for an elective office of the United Statcs or for a nonjudicialoflice of thi, ,tate. IAmended. November 
2, 1982] 

Sec. 7. Term of office; election. The tenn of office of all judge~ ~hall be .. ix year, and until their Sllcee~~or, arc 
qualilied. They shall be elected by the voters from the area which they are to ,eTVe in the manner provided by law. 

Sec. 8. Vacancy. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of judge the governor shall appoint in the manner 
provided by law a qualified person to fill the vac:.lncy until :.I ,ucce~~or is elected :.Ind qualified. The slicces,or shall 
be elected for a sill year term allhe ne~t genenll election occurring more than one ycar after the appointment. 

Sec. 9. Retiremenl. remm'al and dis<:ipline. The Icgi~lature may provide by law for retirement of all judge), and 
for the extension of the term of any judge who becomes eligible for retirement within three years after expiration 
oflhe term for which he is selected. The legi~lature may also provide for thc retirement. removal or other discipline 
of any judge who is disablcd. incompetent or guilty of conduct prejudicial to the administratiun of ju~tice. 

Sec. 10. Retired judges, As provided by law a retired judge may be as,igned to hear and decidc any cause over 
which the coun to which he is assigned has jurbdiclion. 

Sec. II. Probate jurisdiction. Original juriMliction in law and equity for the admini),tratjnn of the e~tates of 
deceased persons and all guardianship :.Ind incompetency proceedings. including jurisdiction over the administration 
of trust estate, and for the determination of ta~e~ contingent upon death. ~hall be provided by law. 



Sec. 12. Abolition or probate court; status or judges. If the probate court is aboli!>hed by law. judge~ of that 
court who are learned in the law ~hall become judge~ of the court that a~~umes jurhdiction of mailer.; described in 
section II. 

Sec. 13. District court clerks. There shall be in each county one clerk of the district court who~e qualifications. 
duties and compensation shall be prescribed by law. He shall !>(:rvc at the pleasure of a majority of the judges of 
the district court in each district. 

ARTICI.E VII 
ELECTIVE ,,'RANCHISE 

Section I. Eligibility; place or ,'oting: ineligible persons. Every per.;on 18 year.; of age or more who has been a 
citizen of the United State~ for three months and who has re~ided in the precinct for 30 days ne~1 preceding. an 
eJection shall be entitled to vote in that precinct. The place of wting by one otherwise qualified who has changed 
his re~idence within 30 days preceding the election shall be pre~cribed by law. The following penon~ ~hall not be 
entitled or permitted to vote at any eJection in this state: A person nm meeting the above requirement~: a per.;on 
who has been convicted of Ire<l'>On or felony. unlc:;~ restored to civil rights: a penon under guardianM1ip. or a 
per.;on who is insane or not mentally competent. 

Sec. 2. Residence. For the purpose of voting no penon loses residence '>Olely by rea'>On of his ab~nce while 
employed in the M!rviee of the United States: nor while engaged upon tile- waten of this state or of the United 51 
Slate:;: nor while a student in any in~titution of learning: nor while kept at any alm~house or asylum: nor while . 
confined in any public prison. No soldier. seaman Ilr marine in the anny or navy of the United States b a resident 
of this state solely in consequence of being stationed within the state. 

Sec. 3. Uniform oath at elections. The legislature ~hall provide for a uniform oath or affirmation to be adminis· 
tered al elections and no penon !>hall be compelled to take any other or different form of oath 10 entitle him to 
vote. 

Sec. 4. Civil process suspended on election day. During the dOly on which an election i~ held no person ~hall be 
arrested by virtue of any civil process. 

Sec. 5. Elections by ballot. All elections shall be by ballot except for such town officen as may be directed by 
law to be otherwise chosen. 

Sec. 6. l<:Iigibility to hold unice. Every person who by the provision~ of thi~ article is entitled to vote al any 
election and is 21 )'ears of age i~ eligible for uny oOke electivc by the people in the di~trict wherein he ha~ resided 
30 day~ previolls to the election. e~cept as ()[hcrwi~e provided in thi~ con~tilulion. or the con~litution and law of 
the United States. 

Sec. 7. Official year of state. The official y"ar for the state of MinnesotOl commencc~ on the tint Monday in 
January in each year and alltenns of office telminate althat time. The geneml election ShOlIl be held on the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each even numbered yeOlr. 

Sec. 1:1. Election returns to secretary of stale; board or canvas.'iers. The returns of every election for officeholders 
elected statewide shall be made to the secretary of state who ~hall call to his assi~tance two or more of the judges 
of the supreme court and two di~interesled judge!> of the di~trict coun~. They shall con~titute a board of canva~ser.; 
to canva~s the returns and declare the re~ult within three day~ i1fter the eam·ass. 

Sec. 9. Campaign spending limits. The amount thai may be spent by eandidOltes for constitutional and legislative 
offices to cOlmpaign for nomination Of election ~hOlIi be limited by law. The legislOllUre ~hall provide by 100w for 
disclosure of eontribution~ and expenditures made to support or oPJX"oC candidates for ~tOlle elective office~. IAdopted. 
November 4. 19BOJ 

ARTlCU: VIII 
IMPEACIIMENT AND REMOVAl. .'ROM OHICE 

Seclion I. Impeachmenl powers. The hou~ of representatives hOl~ the sole power of impeachment through a 
concurrence of a majority of all ils memben. All impeachment~ ~hall be tried by the ..cn.ale. When ~illing for that 
purpo!oe, senator.; shall be upon oath or affirmation to do justice according 10 law and evidence. No person ~hall 
be convil:ted without the concurrence of two·third) of the senaton present. 

Sec. 2. Officers subject 10 Impeachment: grounds; judgment. The governor. :o.ecretary of state. treasurer, aud
itor. attorney general and the judge~ of the ~upreme court. court of Olppeills and district couns may be impeached 
for corrupt conduct in office or for crime~ and misdemeanon: but judgment ~hall not eXiend funher than to removal 
from office and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of honor. lrust or prolit in this state. The party con
vicled shall also be subject to indictment. lrial. judgment and puni~hmenl according 10 law. IAmended. November 
2, 1982J 

Sec. 3. Suspension. No officer shall e.\erci~e the dutie~ of his office after he ha~ been impeached and before his 
acquittal. 

Sec. 4. Service of impeachment paper.>. No person shall be tried on impeachment before he has been M!f\·ed with 
a copy thereof III least 20 day~ previous 10 the day SCI for trial. 

Sec. 5. Removal of inferior officers. The legislature of thi~ Mate may provide for the removal of inferior officer.; 
for malfeasance or nonfea~ance in the performOlnce of their duties. 
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ARTICLE IX 
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUfION 

Section I. Amendments; ratification. A majority of the mcmbers elecled 10 each hou~e of the legislature may 
propose amendments to this constitution. Proposed amendments shall be published with the laws pas~ed at the 
same session and submitted to the ~ople for their approval or rejection al a general election. If a majority of all 
the electors voting at the election vote to ratify an amendment. it becomes a pan of this con~titution. If two or 
more amendments are submitted at the same time. voters shall vote for or against each separately. 

Sec. 2. Constitutional convention. Two-thirds of the members elected to each house of the legi~lature may submit 
to the c1ectors at the next general election the question of calling a convention to revise this con~titulion. If a 
majority of all the electors voting at the election vote for a convention, the legislature at its next ses~ion, ~hall 
provide by law for calling the convention. The convention ~hall consist of as many delegates a~ there are members 
of the house of representative~. Delegates shall be chosen in the same manner as members of the house of repre
sentatives and shall meet within three months after their election. Section 5 of Anide IV of Ihe constitution doc~ 
not apply to election to the convention. 

Sec. 3. Submission to people of constitution draned at convention. A convention called 10 revbe thi~ cOn~ti· 
tution shall submit any revision to the people for approval or rejection at the next general election held not le~lo 

than 90 days after submission of the revhion. If three-fifths of all the electors voting on the que~tion vote to ratify 
the revision, it becomes a new constitution of the state of Minnesota. 

ARTICLE X 
TAXATION 

Section I. Power of luallon; exemptions: legislatin powers. The power of taxation l>hall never be surrendered. 
suspended or contracted away. Taxes shall be unifonn upon Ihe same das~ of subjects and ~hall be levied and 
collected for public purposes, but public burying grounds. public school houses. public hospitals. academies. col· 
leges. universities. all seminaries of learning, all churches. church propcny, houses of worship. in~litulion~ of 
purely public charilY, and public propeny Ul,Cd exclusively for any public purpose. shall be exempt from ta~ation 
except as provided in this section. There may be exempted from taxation personal propeny not exceeding in value 
$200 for each household. individual or head of a family. and household goods and farm machinery a~ the leg:i~laturc 
determines. The legislature may aUlhorize municipal corporations to levy and collect a~sesloments for local im· 
provements upon propeny benefited thereby without regard 10 ca~h valuation. The legislature by law may define 
or limit the property exempt under this section other than churche~, house~ ()f worship. and propeny solely u~ed 
for educational purposes by academies, co11cge~, universilie~ and seminaric~ of learning:. 

Sec. 2 .• ·orestation. To encourage and promote fore~talion and reforestation of landl> whether owned by privale 
persons or the public. laws may be enacted fixing in advance a definite and limited annual tall. on the land~ for a 
term of year.; and imposing a yield tall. on the timber and other fore~t products at or after the end of the tenn. 

Sec. 3. Occupation lax; ores. Every person engaged in the business of mining or producing iron nre nr other orcs 
in this state shall pay to the state an occupation tall. on the valuation of all ore~ mined or produced. which lax ~hall 
be in addition to all other taxe~ provided by law. The tall. i~ due on the first day of May in the calendar year next 
following the mining or producing. The valuation of ore for the purpose of determining the amount of tall. shall be 
ascertained as provided by law. Funds derived from the tall. shall be used a~ fo11ows: 50 percent to the lotate general 
revenue fund, 40 percent for the suppon of elementary and secondary schools and ten percent for the general 
suppan of the university. 

Sec. 4. Motor fuel laxation. The Slale may levy an exci.c tall. upon any means or substance for propelling aircraft 
or for propelling or operating motor or other vehicles or other equipment used fnr airpon purpol>CS and not ul>ed on 
the public highways of this state. 

Sec. 5, Aircraft. The legislature may tall. aircraft using the air space overlying the state on a more onerous basis 
than other personal propeny. Any such ta:>; on aircmft shall be in lieu of all other taxes. The legislature may impo.c 
the tall. on aircraft of companies paying ta~c~ under any gross earnings system of taxation n(Jtwith~tanding that 
earnings from Ihe aircrAft are included in the earnings on which gross earnings taxes are computed. The law may 
exempt from taxation aircraft owned by a nonresident of the state temporarily using the air ~pace overlying the 
state. 

Sec. 6. Taconite taxation. Laws of Minnesota 1963. Chapter 81. relating 10 the taxation of taconite and semi· 
taconite. and facilities for the mining, production and beneficiation thereof shall not be repealed. modified or 
amended. nor shall any laws in conflicttherewilh be valid unlil November 4. 19119. Laws may be enacted fixing 
or limiting for a period not extending beyond the year 1990. the tall. to be imposed on persons engaged in (I) the 
mining. production or beneficiation of copper. (2) Ihe mining. production or beneficiation of copper-nickel. or (3) 
the mining. production or beneficiation of nickel. Taxes imposed on the mining or quarrying of taconite or !>emi· 
taconite and on the production of iron ore coocentmtes therefrom. which are in lieu of a tall. on real or personal 
propeny. shall nOI be considered to be occupation, royalty. or excise taxcs within the meaning of Ihis amendment. 

Sec. 7. (Repealed, November 5, 1974). 

Sec. 8. Parimutuel belting. The legislature may authorize on·track parimutuel betting on horse nlcing in a manner 
pre~ribed by law. (Adopted. November 2. 19821 

ARTICLE XI 
APPROPRIATIONS AND .'INANCES 

Section I. Money paid from state treasury. No money shall be paid out of the tr'Ca~ury of this state e:>;cept in 
pursuance of an appropriation by law. 



Sec. 2. Credit or the state limited. The credit of the ~Iate shall not be given or 10imed in aid of any individual. 
as~ociation or corporation except a~ hereinafter provided. 

Sec. J. Internal improvements prohibited; exceptions. The ~tate ~hall not be a pany in carrying on worh of 
internal impro\'ements except as authoriLCd by this constitution. if gnmb have been made to the state e~peeially 
dedicated to ~pecific purpQ-.e~. the state shall devote the proceeds of the gr .. nts to thmc purprn.cs and may pledge 
or appropriate the revenues derived frum the works in aid of their completion. 

Sec. 4. Power to contract public debt; puhlic debt defined. The state may contract public debts for which its 
full faith. credit and laxing powe~ may be pledged at the times and in the manner authoriled by law. but only for 
the purposes and ~ubjeet to the conditions stated in scrtion 5. Public debt includes any obligation payable direcliy 
in whole or in pan from a tax of ~tate wide application on any class of prupeny. income. tr.Insaction or privilege. 
but does nol include any obligation which is payable from revenues other than taxes. 

Sec. 5. PublJc debt and ,,"'orks or internal imprm'ement; purposes. Public debt may be conlrJcted and works 
of internal improvemenb carried on for the following purposes: 

(a) to acquire and to beller public land and buildings and other public improvement~ of a capital nature and to 
provide money 10 be appropriated or loaned to any agency or political ~ubdivision of the ~tate for ~uch purpo'>C~ if 
the law aUlhoriling the debt i~ adopted by the vote of at least three·fifths of the memben of each hou~e of the 
legislature: 

(b) to repel inva~ion or .\uppre~~ in~urrcction: 

(c) to borrow tempoiJrily a~ authoriled in section 6: 

(d) to refund oUbtanding bond~ of the ~tate or any of ib agencies whether or not the ful) faith and credit of the 
state ha~ been pledged fur the payment of the bond~: 

(e) \0 establbh and maintain highway~ subject (0 the limitation~ of anide XIV: 

(0 to promote fore~tation and prevent and abate fore~t lire~. including the compulsory clearing and improving of 
wild land~ whether public or private: 

(g) to con~truct. improve and operate airpons and other air navigation facililie~: 

(h) to develop the ~tate'~ ugrieultur.J1 resources by extending credit on real e~tate M:curity in the manner and on the 
terms and condition~ pre)oCribed by law; 

Ii) 10 improve and rehabilitate railroad righh·of·way and other rJiI facilities whether public Of private. provided 
that bond~ i~sued and unpaid shall nOI at any time exceed 5200.000.000 par value; and 

(j) as o(herwi~ authorized in thi~ constitution. 

A~ authoriled by law political subdivi~ion~ may engage in the worl~ permitted by II). 19). and (i) and eonlract 
debt therefor. [Amended. November 2. 19~21 

Sec. 6. Certificates or indebledneMo. A~ authorized by law certificates of indebtednes~ may be i,~ued during a 
biennium. commencing on July I in each odd·numbered )'ear and ending on and including June 30 in the neX! odd· 
numbered year. in anticipation (If the collection of ta)(es levied for and other rcvenue~ appropriated to any fund of 
the state for expenditure during that biennium. 

No cerlilieate~ ~hall be b.~ued in an amount which with intere~tthereon to maturity. added to the then oubtanding 
cenilkates again~t a fund and intcre~t thereon to maturity. will exceed the then unexpendcd balance of all money 
whi~'h will be crediled to that fund during the biennium under exbting law~. The maturities of eenj(icate~ may be 
extended by refunding. to a Jate not later than December I of the lIr;t full calendar year following the biennium in 
which the cenilicate~ were i~~ued. If money on hand in any fund is not suflicient to pay all non·refunding cenili· 
cates of indebtedne~s i~sued on a fund during any biennium and atl cenilicates refunding the ~ame. plu~ intere~t 
thereon. which arc oUbtanding on December I immediately following the close of the biennium, the ~tate auditor 
shall levy upon all taxable prnpcny in the state a tax collectible in the en~uing year ~uflicient to pay the .. ame on 
or before December I of the ensuing year with intere~t to the dale or dates of payment. 

Sec. 7. Bonds. Public debt other than cenilicates of indebledness authorized in '>Cclion 6 ~hall be evidenced by the 
i:<.~uance of bonds of the ~ate. All bond~ i~~ued under the provisions of this section ~hall mature not more than 20 
year; from their re~pective dale~ of b~ue and each law authorizing the i~~uance of bond~ ~halJ di~tinetly ~pecify 
(he PUf'IX)se~ thereof and the ma)(imum amount of the proceeds authoriled to be expended for each pUI'pO'>l'. The 
state lrea~urer ~hall maintain a ~par.Jte and ~pecial ~tate bond fund on his official book~ and reeord~. When the 
full faith and credit of the ~tate ha~ been pledged for the payment of bonds. the .. tate audilOr ~hall levy each year 
on all ta)(able properly within the ~tate a tall ~ufjicient with the balance then on hand in the fund to pay all principal 
and interest on bond~ bsued under thi~ ~ction due and to become due within the en,uing year and to and including 
July I in the '>Ccond en~uing year. The fegi~lature by law may appropriate fund~ from any source to the ~tate bond 
fund. The amount of money actually received and on hand punuant to appropriation~ prior to the levy of the tax 
in any year ~hatl be u!>Cd to reduce the amount of tall otherwise required to be levied. 

Sec. ~. Permanent school rund; source; in\'estment; board or in\'eslment. The pennanent school fund of the 
state consists of (a) the pf{K"ccd~ of lands grJnted by the United Slates for the U!>C of ),Chool~ within each township. 
(b) the proceed~ derived fwm ~wamp land~ gr.Jnted to the ~tate. Ie) all cash and inve~tmenb credited 10 the per· 
manent ~ch()ol fund and to the ~wamp land fund. and Id) all ca~h and inve~tmenb credited to the internal improve· 
ment land fund and the land~ therein. No ponion of these land~ ~hatl be ~old other ..... i~e than al publi~' ~ale. and in 
the manner provided by law. All fund~ arising from the sale or other disp()~ili(ln of the land~. or income accruing 
in any way before the ~ale or di~po~ition thereof. ~hall be credited to the permanent ~cho()1 fund. 
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Within limitations prc~cribcd by law. Ihe fund ~hall be invested tt) ~curc the ma);.imum return consistent with thc 
maintenance of the perpetuity of the fund. The principal of thc permanent ~chol,ll fund shall be perpetual and 
inviolate forever. This doe~ not prevent the ~alc of invcslmcnl~ at Ics~ than the cost to the fund: however. all I()\scs 
nOloff:<.et by gains shall be repaid to the fund from the inlerc~1 and dividcnd~ earned thereafter. The nct intcrc~1 
and dividends arising from thc fund ... hall be (Ji.~lrihutcd 10 the different _,chlx)] di.~tricb of the .,tate in a manner 
prescribed by law. 

A board of investment con~isling of the governor. the Slale auditor. thc slale treasurer. the ~ccrclary of state. and 
the anomey general is hereby con~litulcd for thc purpose of admini~tering and directing the inve~tment of all ~tate 
funds. The board shall not pennit Slate funds to he u'iCd for the underwriting or direct purcha~e of municipal 
securities from the issuer or the issuer's agent. IAmended, Novemher 6. 19114J 

Sec. 9. Investment or permanent university rund: restrictions. The pennanent univer..ilY fund of thi~ ~tale may 
be loaned 10 or inve~ted in the bond~ of any counly. ~ch(}ol dbtriet. city or town of thil> Male and in lir~t mortgage 
loans secured upon improved and cultivated fann hmds of Ihi~ ~tale. but no ~ueh inve~tmem or Illan ~hall be made 
until approved by the board of investmenl: nor shall a loan or inVel>tmenl he made when Ihe hond~ to be issued or 
purchased would make the emire bondcd indebtcdne~~ exceed 15 percenl of the a~se~!>Cd valuation of the taxable 
property of the coumy. school di~trict. city or town i'i~uing the bondl>: nor shall any fann loan or investment be 
made when Ihe investment or loan would exceed 30 percent of the aelual eal>h value of the fann land mortgaged 
to secure Ihe inveslmenl: nor shall inve~tmenb or l(lan~ be made at a lllwer ratc of intere~t than two pereent per 
annum nor for a shorter period Ihan one year nor for a longer period than 30 yea,..,. 

Sec. 10. Exchange or public lands; resenation or rights. A~ the legblature may provide. any of the public lands 
of Ihe Slale. including land~ held in tlll~t for any purpo!>C. may be exchanged for any publicly or privately held 
lands with Ihe unanimous approval of the governor. the attorney general and the ~tate audilOr. Land~ so acquired 
shall be subject 10 Ihe tlll~t. if any. 10 which the land~ exchanged therefor were ~ubject. The ~tate shall reserve all 
mineral and water power rights in landl> tr.J.n~feITCd by Ihe slate. IAmended. November 6. 1934J 

Sec. II. Timber lands set apart as state rorests; disposition or revenue. School and other public land~ of the 
stale better adapted for Ihe production of limber than fllr agriculture may be SCI apart a~ ~tate '>(hool fore~t~. or 
other state fore~1s as the leg.i~lalure may pro\·ide. The legblaturc may aho provide for their management Iln foreslry 
principles. The nel revcnue therefrom shall be u~ed for the purpose~ for which the land, were granted to the state. 

Sec. 12. County, tO~'nship or municipal aid 10 railroads limited. The legi~lalure ~hall nlll authorize any county. 
lown~hip or municipal corpomlion to become indebted to aid in the conmuction or equipment of railroad~ to any 
amount thaI exceeds five percent of Ihe \'alue of the taxable property within thaI county, town~hip or municipal 
corpomtion. The amount of laxable property ~hall be dctennined hy the la\\ a~o;c~~ment prcviou~ to the incurring 
of the indebtedness. 

Sec. 13. Sarekeeping state runds; security: deposit of funds; embezzlement. All oflicer-. and olher pcr..ons 
charged with the safekeeping of ~tate fund~ shall be required to give ample ~ecurity for fund~ received hy thcm and 
10 keep an aceurale cntry of each ~um received and of each payment and tr.1O~fer. If any perwn convert~ to his 
own u~ in any manner or form. or shall luan. with or without inlere~t. or ~hall depo~it in his own name. or 
otherwise Ihan in the name of the ~tate of Minnc~ota: or ~hall depo~it in hanks or with any penon or per.-.on~ or 
exchange for other fund~ or properly. any portion of the fund~ of Ihe ~tate or the ~eh()ol fund, atilresaid. cxcept in 
Ihe manner prescribed by law. every such act shall be and c()n~titute an embell.lement of so much of the afore~aid 
slate and school funds. or either of the ~ame. a~ shalllhu~ be taken. or loancd, or depll~ited Of exchanged. and 
shall be a fclony. Any failure to pay over. produce or account for the ~tate ~chool fund~. or any part of the ~ame 
entrusted 10 such officer Of person~ as by law require!.! nn demand. ~hall be held and be taken to be prima facie 
evidence of such embezzlement. 

ARTICLE XII 
SPECIAL LEGISLATION; LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Section I. Prohibition or I'Ipeciallegislalion; particular subjects. In all cases whcn a general law can be made 
applicable, a special law l>hall not be enactcd except a~ pmvidcd in ~ccti()n 2. Whether a general law could have 
been made applicable in any case shall be judicially determined without regard to any legblative a~,ertion on thai 
SUbject. The legislature shall pas~ no local or ~pccial law authorizing the laying out. opening. aitering. vacating tlT 

maintaining of road~, highway~. strceb or allcy~: remitting Iinc~. penaltic., or forfeiture.': changing the names of 
persons. places, lakes or rivers: authori1.!ng the adoption or legitimation of children: changing the law of dei>Cent 
or succession: conferring right~ on minor.--.: declaring any named pcr~(Jn of age: giving effcctlo infonnalor invalid 
wills or deeds. or affecting the cstate~ of minor~ or person~ under disahility: granting div()rce~: exempting property 
from laxation or regulating Ihe rate of intercst on moncy: creating private corporations. or amending. renewing. or 
extending the charter~ thereof: granting to any private corporation, a~sociati()n. or individual any special or exclu· 
sive privilege. immunity or franehbe whatever or authorilin!! public taxalion for::J private purpo~e. The inhibition.\ 
of local or spcciallaw~ in thb section ~hall not prcventthe pa~~ge of genemll::Jws on any of the subjeeb enumeT".l(cd. 

Sec. 2. Special laws; local ~o\'ernmenl. Every law which upon its effective date applie~ 10 a ~inglc local govern
ment unit or to a group of such unil~ in a single county or a number of contiguou~ countie~ is a ~pcciallaw and 
shall name the unil or. in the latter ca~e. the eountie~ tll which it applies. The legi~lature may cnact ~pecial law~ 
relating. 10 local government unils. but a ~pecial law. unles~ otherwise provided by general law. shall become 
effeclive only after its approval by Ihe Olffceled unit expre~\ed through the V(lter~ or the governing body and by 
such majority a.~ the legblature may direcl. Any .\pecial law may be modi lied or supcr!>Cded by a later home rule 
chaner or amendment applicable 10 Ihe same local government unit. hut thi~ doe~ not prevent Ihe adoption of 
subsequent laws on the same ~ubjeel. The legi~lature may repeal any e~i~ting special or local law. bUI shall nol 
amend. extend or modify any of Ihe same except a~ provided in thi~ section. 



Sec. 3. Local govemment; legislation affe(ting. The legislature may provide by law for the creation. organiza
tion, administr'ollion. consolidation, division and disMJlution of local government unit~ and their functions, for the 
change of boundaries thereof. for their elective and appointive officers including quatiiication~ for office and for 
the transfer of county ;.eats. A county boundary may not be changed or county ;,eat tran~ferred until approved in 
each county affected by a majority of the voters voting on the question. 

Sec. 4. Home rule charter. Any local government unit when authorized by law may adopl a home rule charter 
for ils government. A charter ~halJ become effective if approved by such majority of the voters of the local gov· 
ernment unit as the legislature pre~ribe~ by general law. If a charter provide~ for the conMJiidation or separation 
of a city and a counly. in whole or in part. it shall not be effective without approval of the vOlen. both in the city 
and in the remainder of the county by the majority rcquired by law. 

Sec. 5. Charter commissions. The legi~laturc ~hall provide by law for chaner commi~~ions. Notwith~tanding any 
othcr con~titutional Iimitation~ the legi~lature may require that commhsion memben be freeholder.., provide for 
their appointment by judges of the di~trjct coun. and pennit any member to hold any othcr elcctive or appointive 
office other thun judicial. Home rule charter amendment~ may be propo;,ed by a charter commi~~ion or by a petition 
of five percent of the vOiers of the local government unit a~ determined by law and ~hall not become effective until 
approved by the voters by the majority required by law. Amendmenb may be proposed and adopted in any other 
manner provided by law. A local government unit may repeal its home rule charter and adopt a ~tatutory form of 
government or a new charter upon the !>ame majority vote as is required by law for the adoption of a charter in the 
first instance. 

ARTICI.E XIII 
MISCEI.I.ANEOUS SUBJECTS 

Section I. Unirorm system or public schools. The ~Iability of a republican form of government depending mainly 
upun the intelligence of the people. it i~ the duty of the Jegi~lature to el>tablish a geneml and uniform ~ystem of 
public ~choob. The legi!>lature shall make ~uch provisiom by taxation or otherwhe as will ~ecure a thorough <lnd 
efficient .~y~tcm of public schoob throughout the 5tatc. 

Sec. 2. Prohibition as to aiding !teCtarian !iChool. In no case ~halJ any public money or property be appropriated 
or u~d for the support of ~hooll> wherein the di~tinctive doctrine~. creed!> or tcnell> of any particular Chri~tian or 
other religiou~ sect are promulgated or taught. 

Sec. 3. Unh'ersity or Minnesota. Atlthe right~. immunitie~. franchi~!> and endowmcnt~ heretofore granted or 
conferred upon the university of Minnesota are perpetuated unto the uni\·el'!>it)'. 

Sec. 4. I.ands taken ror public ,",'8)' or Ul>e: compensation: common carriers. Land may be taken for public 
way and for the purpo~ of grJnting to any corporation the franchise of way for public u~e. In all ca~~. however. 
a fair and equitable compen~ation ~hall be paid for land and for the damage~ an!>ing from taking it. All corporations 
which are common carrier~ enjoying the right of way in pursuance of the provi~ion~ of thi~ ~ection ~hall be bound 
to carry the miner.l.l. agricultural and other produetion~ of manufacturers on equal and reawnable tenm. 

Sec. 5. Prohibition or lotteries, The legi~laturc ~hall not authorize any lottery or the sale of lottcry ticket~. 

Sec. 6. Prohibition or combinations to affect markets. Any combination of per..onl> either a~ individuah or as 
members or ofliccrs of any corporation to monupolize marJ".ct~ for food producb in thi~ ~tate or to interfere with. 
or re~lrictthe freedom of markets i~ a criminal compiracy and !>hall be puni~hed a~ the 1cgi~lalUre may provide. 

Sec. 7. No license required to peddle. Any person may sell or peddle the prodUCll> of the farm or garden occupied 
and cultivated by him without oblaining a licen.'>C therefor. 

Sec. 8. Veterans bonus. The ~tatc may pay an adju~ted compen:.ation to pcrson~ who !>Cr.·ed in the anned forces 
of the United States during the period of the Vietnam conflict. Whenever authorized and in the amounb and on the 
term!> fixed by law. the state may e:o;pend monic'> and pledge the public credit to pro\'ide money for the purpo!>Cs 
of this !>Cction. The duration of the Vietnam conflict may be defined by law. 

Sec. 9. Militia organization. The legil>[ature l>hall pUl>5laws nece~\ary for the organization. diM:ipline and service 
of the militia of the state. 

Scc. 10. Seat or go'·ernment. The ~eat of government of the ~tatc is in the city of SI. Paul. The legislature may 
provide by law for a change of the .'>Cat uf governmcnt by a vote of the people. or may l(lCate the ~ame upon the 
land grantcd by Congre5l> for a ~eat of government. If the scat of governmcnt b changed. the capitol building and 
grounds '>hall be dedicated 10 an in~titution fur the promotion of !>cience. literature and thc arts to be organized by 
the legi~lature of the ~tate. The MinneMJta Hbtorical Society ~hall always be a department of this in~titution. 

Sec. II. State seal. A ~eal of the state ~hall be kept by the secretary of state and be uscd by him omcial1y. It shall 
be called the great seal of the l>tate of Minne~otu. 

ARTICLE XIV 
PUBI.IC IIIGHWA Y SYSTEM 

Section I. Authority or slate: participation or political subdhisions. The Mate may conl>truct. improve and 
maintain public highways. may al>~il>t political ~ubdivil>ions in this work and by law may authorize any political 
subdivi~ion to aid in highway work within it~ boundaries. 

Sec. 2. Trunk highway system. Thcre i~ hereby created a trunk highway ~y~tem which ~hall be con~tructed. 
improved and maintained a~ public highway~ by the ~tate. The highways shall extend a~ nearly a~ po~~ible along 
the route~ number I through 70 de~cribed in the eon~titutional amendment adopted NovemOcr 2. 1920. and the 
routes dc~eribed in any act of the 1cgil>lature which ha~ made or hereafter makel> a route a pan of the trunk highway 
~y!>tem. 
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The legislature may add by law new roUles to the trunk highway system. The trunk highway system may not exceed 
12,200 miles in extent, except the legislature may add trunk highways in exces~ of the mileage limitation as nec
essary or expedient to take advantage of any federnl aid made available by the United Stale~ to the ~ate of Minnc~a. 

Any route added by the legislature 10 the trunk highway system may be relocated or removed from the system as 
provided by law. The definite location of trunk highways numbered I through 70 may be relocated as provided by 
law but no relocation shall cause a deviation from the starting points or tenninab nor cause any deviation from the 
various villages and cities through which the routes are to pass under the constitutional amendment adopted No
vember 2. 1920. The location of roUies may be determined by boards. officer.; or tribunals in the manner prescribed 
by law. 

Sec. 3. Counly state-aid highway system. A county state-aid highway system shall be con~tructed. improved and 
maintained by the counties as public highways in the manner provided by law. The system shall include streets in 
municipalities of less than 5.000 population where necessary to provide an integrated and coordinated highway 
system and may include similar streets in larger municipalities. 

Sec. 4. Municipal state-aid street system. A municipal ~tate·aid street system shall be constructed. improved and 
maintained as public highway~ by municipalities having a population of 5.000 or more in the manner provided by 
law. 

Sec. 5. Highway user tax distribution fund. There is hereby created a highway user tax distribution fund to be 56 used solely for highway purposes as specified in this article. The fund consists of the proceeds of any taxes au
thorized by sections 9 and 10 of this article. The net proceeds of the taxes shall be apportioned: 62 percent to the 
trunk highway fund; 29 percent to the county state-aid highway fund: nine percent to the municipal state-aid street 
fund. Five percent of the net proceeds of the highway UfoCr tax distribution fund may be foCt aside and apportioned 
by law to one or more of the three foregoing funds. The balance of the highway user tax distribution fund shall be 
transferred to the trunk highway fund. the county state-aid highway fund. and the municipal ~tate-aid strcet fund 
in accordance with the percentages !>Ct forth in this section. No change in the apponionment of the five percent 
may be made within six year.; of the last previous change. 

Sec. 6. Trunk highway fund. There is hereby created a (runk highway fund which shall be used solely for the 
purposes specified in section 2 of this article and the payment of principal and interest of any bonds i~sued under 
the authority of section II of this article and any bonds issued for trunk highway purposes prior to July I. 1957. 
All payments of principal and intere~t on bonds bsued shall be a first charge on money coming into this fund during 
the year in which the principal or interest is payable. 

Sec. 7. County state-aid highway rund. There is hereby created a county state-aid highway fund. The county 
state-aid highway fund shall be apportioned among the countie~ a~ provided by law. The funds apponioned shall 
be used by the counties a~ provided by law for aid in the construction. improvement and maintenance of county 
state-aid highways. The legislature may authorize the countie~ by law to use a part of the funds apportioned to 
them to aid in the construction. improvement and maintenance of other county highways. township roads. munic· 
ipal streets and any other public highways. including but not limited to trunk highways and municipal state-aid 
streets within the respective counties. 

Sec. 8. Municipal state-aid street rund. There i~ hereby created a municipal state·aid street fund to be apportioned 
as provided by law among municipalities having a population of 5.000 or more. The fund shall be used by munic
ipalities as provided by law for the construction. improvement and maintenance of municipal state-aid street~. The 
legislature may authorize municipalitie~ to usc a pan orthe fund in the construction. improvement and maintenance 
of other municipal streets. trunk highways. and county state·aid highways within the counties in which the munic
ipality is located. 

Sec. 9. Tnation of motor vehicles. The legislature by law may tax motor vehicles using the public streets and 
highways on a more onerous ba~is than other personal propeny. Any ~uch tax on motor vehicles shall be in lieu of 
all other taxes thereon, except wheelage taxes imposed by political subdivisions solely for highway purposes. The 
legislature may impose thi~ tax on motor vehicles of companies paying taxes under the gros~ earnings system of 
taxation notwithstanding that earnings from the vehicles may be included in the earning~ on which gro~s earnings 
taxes are computed. The proceeds oflhe tax shall be paid into the highway user tax distribution fund. The law may 
exempt from taxation any motor vehicle owned by a nonresident of the state properly licensed in another state and 
transiently or temporarily using the streets and highways of the state. 

Sec. 10. Taxation of motor fuel. The legislature may levy an excise tax on any means or substance used for 
propelling vehicles on the public highways of this state or on the business of selling it. The proceed~ of the tax 
shall be paid into the highway user lax distribution fund. 

Sec. II. Hi~hway bonds. The legislature may provide by law for the sale of bonds to cany out the provisions of 
section 2. The proceed~ shall be paid into the trunk highway fund. Any bonds shall mature serially over a term not 
exceeding 20 year.; and shall not be sold for less than par and accrued interest. If the trunk highway fund is not 
adequate to pay principal and interest of these bonds when due. the legislature may levy on all taxable propeny of 
the state in an amount sufficient to meet the deficiency or it may appropriate to the fund money in the state treasury 
not otherwise appropriated.IAmended. November 2. 19821 



MINNESOTA EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
100 Church 51. S.E.,Minneapolis 55455. (612) 625-5000. 

Law provides: "that there shall be established in this territory an institute under the name and style 
of the University of Minnesota; the government of this university shaH be vested in a board of regents 
elected by the legislature for six year tenns" (TeniloriaJ Laws 1851. Chapter 3; perpetuated by the 
Minnesota Constitution. Article XIII. Section 3),_ 

University of Minnesota Board of Regents 

Wendell Anderson. Wayzata. 
Charles H. Casey. West Concord. 
M. Elizabeth Craig. Minnetonka. 
J. P. Grahek. Ely. 
Wally Hilke. SI. Paul. 
Elton A. Kuderer. Fainnont. 

David M. Lebedoff. Minneapolis. 
Charles F. McGuiggan, Marshall. 
Wenda W. Moore, Minneapolis. 
David K. Roe, Medicine Lake. 
Stanley D. Sahlstrom, Crookston. 
Mary Schertler. SI. Paul. 

President of the University and President (ex officio) Board of 
Regents: Kenneth H. Keller. 

Biography: Chemical engineer/educator. Born New York. 1934; 
Columbia University (B.A .. 1956; B.S .• 1957). Johns Hopkins 
University (M.S. E .. 1963; Ph.D .• 1964); engineer. officer. U.S. 
Navy (1957-61); University of Minnesota (1964-present). 

Appointed: March. 1985. Salary: $129.600. 

Function: The university serves not only its students but all residents of Minnesota through its ex
tension division. information services, radio station, agricuhural services. slXlnsorship of cultural 
events. and its publications. The nation as a whole benefits from research in medicine. agriculture. 
social welfare and engineering. 

Colleges of the University 

College of Agriculture. 
College of Biological Sciences. 
College of Education. 
College of Forestry. 
College of Home Economics. 
College of Liberal Arts. 
College of Pharmacy. 
College of Veterinary Medicine. 
Continuing Education and Extension. 
Curtis L. Carlson School of Management. 

General College. 
Graduate School. 
Hubert H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs. 
Institute of Technology. 
Law School. 
Medical School. 
School of Dentistry. 
School of Nursing. 
School of Public Health. 
University College. 

Service and Research Programs: Health Services Research Center. Center for Urban and Regional 
Affairs. Minnesota Extension Service. James Ford Bell Museum of Natural History. Agricultural 
Experiment Stations, Minnesota Landscape Arboretum and numerous others (Call 625-5000 for 
information. ) 

Cultural programs: Cultural activities are featured on all campuses and include theater. dance. 
opera. musical organizations, art shows. library services and student centers for social functions. 

COORDINATE CAMPUSES OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 

University of Minnesota, Duluth (UMO). (218)726-8000. 
University of Minnesota. Morris (UMM). (612)589-2211. 
University of Minnesota Technical CoUege, Crookston (UMC), (218)281-6510. 
University of Minnesota Technical College, Waseca (UMW), (507)835-1000. ext. 200. 
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STATE BOARD FOR COMMUNITY COLLEGES. 
203 Capitol Square Bldg., 550 Cedar St.. St. Paul 55101. (612) 296-3990. 

Law provides: that eighteen community colleges are under the management of a ninc member board. 
appointed by the governor and confinncd by the senate. The colleges offer the first two years of 
programs leading to baccalaureate degrees. general studies. vocational and technical programs. and 
continuing education (M.S. 136.60-136.70). 

Chancellor: Dr. Gerald W. Christenson. 

MINNESOTA COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

Anoka-Ramsey Community College. Coon Rapids. 
Cambridge Center. Cambridge. 

Arrowhead Community College Region. 
Hibbing Community College, Hibbing. 
Itasca Community College. Grand Rapids. 
Mesabi Community College. Virginia. 
Rainy River Community College. International Falls. 
Vermilion Community College. Ely. 

Austin Community College. Austin. 
Clearwater Community College Region. 

Brainerd Community College, Brainerd. 
Fetgus Falls Community College, Fergus Falls. 
Northland Community College, Thief River Falls. 

Inver Hills Community Colle~e, Inver Grove Heights. 
Lakewood Community College. White Bear Lake. 
Minneapolis Community College. Minneapolis. 
Normandale Commur.;:y College, Bloomington. 
North Hennepin Community College, Brooklyn Park. 
Rochester Community College, Rochester. 
Willmar Community College. Willmar. 
Worthington Community College. Worthington. 

STATE BOARD OF VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL EDUCA nON 
564 Capitol Square Bldg., SI. Paul 55101. (612) 296-3995. 

Law provides: for governor's appointment and senate confirmation of an eleven member board to 
govern Minnesota's technical education system. Thirty postsecondary technical institutes. located at 
thirty-four campuses throughout the state. offer 700 full-time programs in over 200 occupations. 
Together with off-campus adult extension programs offered in approximately 400 Minnesota school 
districts and other satellite locations, the technical institutes annually serve over 300,000 persons 
seeking technical education (M.S. 136C.04). 

State Director of Vocational Technical Education: Joseph P. Graba. 

MINNESOTA TECHNICAL INSTITUTES 

Albert Lea Technical Institute. 
Alexandria Technical Institute. 
Anoka Technical Institute. 
Austin Technical Institute. 
Bemidji Technical Institute. 
Brainerd Technical Institute. 
Dakota County Technical Institute. 
Detroit Lakes Technical Institute. 
Duluth Technical Institute. 
East Grand Forks Technical Institute. 
Eveleth Technical Institute. 
Faribault Technical Institute. 
Hennepin Technical Institute: 

North Campus, Brooklyn Park. 
South Campus. Eden Prairie. 

Hibbing Technical Institute. 
Hutchinson Technical Institute. 
Mankato Technicallostitute. 

Minneapolis Technical Institute. 
Moorhead Technical Institute. 
Northeast Metro Technical Institute. 
Pine Technical Institute. 
Red Win~ Technical Institute. 
Rochester Technical Institute. 
St. Cloud Technical Institute. 
St. Paul Technical Institute. 
Staples Technical Institute. 
Southwestern Technical Institute: 

Canby Campus. 
Granite Falls Campus. 
Jackson Campus. 
Pipestone Campus. 

Thief River Falls Technical Institute. 
Wadena Technical Institute. 
Willmar Technical Institute. 
Winona Technical Institute. 
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STATE UNIVERSITY BOARD 
Suite 230. 555 Park 51 .. 51. Paul 55103, (612) 296-2844. 

Law provides: that seven Minnesota slate universities are under the management of a nine-member 
board. appointed by the governor and conHnned by the scnate. Members represent Minnesota's 
congressional districts. and at leasllwo members. in addition to a student member. must be graduates 
of slate universities (M.S. 136.01-136.58). 

Chancellor: Dr. Robert L. Carothers. 

Biography: Edinboro University (8.S.). University of Akron (J.D,), 
Kent State University (M.A .. Ph.D.); president. vice president. dean. 
faculty. Edinboro University (1968-83), SOUlhwesl State Univer
sity (1983-86). 

Appointed: 1986. 

MINNESOTA STATE UNIVERSITIES 

Bemidji Stale Unh'ersity, Bemidji 56601. (218) 755-2011. 

President: Dr. Lowell (Ted) R. Gillett. 

Biography: Gustavus Adolphus (B.A.). University Of Minnesota 
(M.A.). University of North Dakota (Ed. D.): acting president. dean. 
faculty. SI. Cloud Stale University (1963-82): secondary teacher 
and administrator (1947-62). 

Appointed: 1982. 

Mankato Slate University. Mankato 56001. (507) 389-1111. 

President: Dr. Margaret R. Preska. 

Biography: State University of New York (B.S.). Pennsylvania 
State University (M.A.). Claremont Graduate School <Ph.D.); vice 
president. Mankato State University (1975-79); dean. faculty. 
LaVerne College (1972-75): primary and secondary teacher. Po
mona. California. 

Appointed: 1979. 

Metropolitan State University. Suite 121. Metro Square Bldg., 
121 Seventh PI. E .. SI. Paul 55101-2189. (612) 296-4445. 

President: Dr. Reatha Clark King. 

Biography: Clark College (B.A.). Columbia University (M.B.A.). 
University of Chicago (M.S .. Ph.D.): aswciate dean. professor, 
York College of the City University of New York (1968-77), man
ager/research chemist. National Bureau of Standards. 

Appointed: 1977. 

Moorhead State University. Moorhead 56560. (218) 236-2243. 

President: Dr. Roland Dille. 

Biography: University of Minnesota (B.A .. summa cum laude: 
Ph.D.); dean. faculty. Moorhead State University (1963·68); fac· 
ulty: University of Minnesota. SI. Olaf College. California Lu
theran College; secondary teacher. Dassel High School. 

Appointed: 1968. 
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St. Cloud State Unh1ersily. 51. Cloud 56301. (612) 255-2122. 

President: Dr. Brendan McDonald. 

Biography: SI. Cloud University (B.S.). University of Wisconsin 
(M.A.). Michigan State University (Ph.D.): president. Kearney State 
College (1972-82). vice president. faculty. 51. Cloud State Univer
sity (1971-72): asst. vice president. professor. Mankato State Uni
versity (1967-71); president. Kearney State College (1972-82). 

~ppointed: 1982. 

Southwest State University. Marshall 56258. (507) 537-6272. 

President: Dr. Douglas Treadway. 

Biography: California Western University (B.A.). Claremont 
Graduate School (M.T.), Northwestern University (Ph.D.); presi
dent. professor. Western Montana College (1984-87): dean. direc
tor, professor. Eastern Oregon State College (1974-84). 

Appoinled: 1987. 

Winona State University. Winona 55987. (507) 457-5003. 

President: Dr. Thomas Stark. 

Biography: Univer.-,ity of Minnesota Duluth (B.S.). Southern illi
nois University (M.S.). Michigan State University (Ph.D.); vice 
president, Mankato State University (1980-83): superintendent of 
schools. MankalO (1974-80): associate professor. University of 
Minnesota (1969-74). 

Appoinled: 1983. 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN MINNESOTA ______ _ 
Law provides: that the school districts of Minnesota provide for the education of students from 
kinderganen through grade twelve. School facilities are supplied by the 431 independent school 
districts. two common districts. two elementary districts and one e)(perimentul elementary district in 
the state. All school districts are governed by an elected school board with the exception of the 
e)(perimental elementary district. Minnesota law provides that public education shall be free and no 
pupil can be denied an education because of economic hardship and the inability to provide the bonks 
and supplies necessary to complete the requirements for graduation (Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 
120). 

Additional information aboul Min1lemla school districl.~ is amilable from EduClIlioll SUllistics. De
partment o/Education, 7th Floor. Capitol Square Bldg., 550 Cedar 51., 51. Pal/I 5510J , (612) 296-
UOO. 



The Minnesota SUpreme Court heed. the Mlnn..ofaJudlclalsystem. The Mlnnnota Court of AppealS and M1nnaota 
Dlltlict Court function within the lUdlclal branch. Photo: Court entrance, Ulnneaota Capitol. 

THE JUDICIARY IN MINNESOTA _______ _ 
Constitution provides: "The judicial power of Ihe Siale is vested in a supreme court. a court of 
appeals, if established by Ihe legislature. a district court and such other courts, judicial officers and 
commissioners with jurisdiction inferior 10 the district coun as the legislature may establish" (Article 
VI, seclion I). 

SUPREMECOURT ____________ _ 

State Capitol, 51. Paul 55155, (612) 296·2581. 
Residence 

Chler Justice Douglas K. Amdahl ................ Minneapolis 
Associate Justice Lawrence R. Yetka ............. Maplewood 
Associate Justice George M. Scott ............. Minneapolis .......... . 
Associate Justice Rosalie E. Wahl ............... Lake Elmo .... ,.,.,.' 
Associate justice John E. Simonett ............... St. Paul .............. . 
Associate justice Glenn E. Kelley........ . .. St. Paul ........ . 
Associate justice M. Jeanne Coyne ............... Edina ......... . 

State Court Administrator: Sue K. Dosal. 
Supreme Court Administrator: Laurence C. Harmon. 
Commissioner of Supreme Court: Cynthia M. Johnson. 
Clerk of Supreme Court: Wayne O. Tschimpe:rle. 
State Law Librarian: Marvin R. Anderson. 

Term expires 
· .199t 
· .1993 

. .. 1993 
· .1991 

. .. 1989 
· .1991 

. ..... 1991 
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Jurisdiction: The Minnesota constitution provides that the supreme court shall have original juris
diction in such remedial cases as are prescribed by law, and appellate jurisdiction in all cases, but 
there shaH be no trial by jury in the supreme court. 

Justices: The constitution provides for one chief justice and from six to eight associate justices. 
Justices are elected by the people of the state to six-year terms; vacancies are filled by governor's 
appointment. Justices are elecle<! without party designation. Candidates file for a specific office which 
is designated on the ballot by the name of the justice holding the office. 

Term: The supreme court has one coun term each year beginning the first Tuesday after the first 
Monday in January, generally continuing to the end of the year with recesses at the discretion of the 
court. 

Functions: The chief justice of the supreme court supervises and coordinates the work of the couns. 
A state court administrator, supreme coun administrator. clerk. and state law librarian are appointed 
by the court. The court has power and duties to promote effective utilization of judicial officers and 
conduct continuing study of the court system. 

62: Salary: $79.714 chief justice; $73,981 associate justice. 

Chief Justice 
Douglas K. Amdahl 
Biography: Minneapolis. Born Mabel, 1919: Mabel schools. Uni
versity of Minnesota (B. B.A.). William Mitchell College of Law 
(J.D.); private practice (1951-55): asst. county attorney (1955·61): 
municipal court judge, Minneapolis (1961-62): district coun judge 
(1962-80); Minnesota Supreme Court (1980-81); wife: Phyllis. Ap
pointed chief justice December 18. 1981. 
Elected: 1984. 

Associate Justice 
Lawrence R. Yelka 
Biography: Maplewood. Born, raised. practiced law in Cloquet 
(1949-73); education: Cloquet public schools. University of Min
nesota and its law school; fonner legislator (10 years); chair, Ju
dicial Planning Comminee (1974-85); special municipal judge (1960-

64); city anorney. Cloquet (1964-73); wife: Ellen. sons: Frank Barry, 
Lawrence George. Christopher Hubert. Appointed July 3, 1973. 
Elected: 1974. 1980. 1986. 

Associate Justice 
George M. Scott 
Biography: Minneapolis. Born September 14. 1922; education: 
University of Minnesota. William Mitchell College of Law: private 
practice, Minneapolis (Amdahl and Scott); fonner deputy attorney 
general; Hennepin County anomey: past president, Minnesota County 
Anorneys Assn.; National District Attorneys Assn: veteran (WWll); 
wife: Joyce, five children. Appointed July 3, 1973. 
Elected: 1974. 1980. 1986. 
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Associate Justice 
Rosalie E. Wahl 
Biography: Lake Elmo. Education: University of Kansas (B.A., 
1946), William Mitchell College of Law (J.D., 1967); ass!. state 
public defender (1967-73); professor of law. William Mitchell Col
lege of Law (1973-77); five children. Appointed October 3, 1977. 
Elected: 1978. 1984. 

Associate Justice 
John E. Simonell 
Biography: Little Falls. Born July 12. 1924, Mankato: education: 
SI. John's University (B.A., 1948), University of Minnesota (LL.B., 
1951); practiced law. Little Falls (1951-80); married Doris Bogul. 63 
six children. Appointed September 8, 1980. 
Elected: 1982. 

Associate Justice 
Glenn E. Kelley 
Biography: Woodbury. Born April 25. 1921; Northern State Col
lege (B.S .• 1944), University of Michigan Law School (LL.B., 
1948); private practice (1948-69); district judge (1969-81): wife: 
Margaret, three children. Appointed December 18, 1981. 
Elected: 1984, 

Associate Justice 
M. Jeanne Coyne 
Biography: Edina. Born December 7, 1926, Minneapolis; Univer
sity of Minnesota (B,S.L .. 1955; J.D., 1957): private practice. 
Minneapolis (1957-82). Appointed September I. 1982. 
Elected: 1984. 

COURT OF APPEALS ____________________ __ 
Chambers, 1300 Amhoist Tower, 4th and SI. Peter, SI. Paul 55102. (612)297-1000. 
Clerk's Office, 230 State Capitol. SI. Paul 55155. 

Jurisdiction: The court of appeals has jurisdiction of appeals from all final decisions of trial courts 
other than conciliation courts except for appeals in certain election contests. convictions of murder 
in the first degree. and from administr.J.tive agencies except appeals from the workers' compensation 
court of appeals and the tax court. 
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Judges: The court of appeals has twelve judges; after 1987 the number of judges may increase or 
decrease depending on the number of appeals. Judges are elected by the voters to six·year terms: 
vacancies are filled by governor's appoinlmenl. Judges are elected without party designation and 
candidates file for a specific seat. All judges of the court are subject to statewide election. bUI one 
seat on the court is designated for each congressional districi. One year's residence in the district is 
required for appointment or election to a congressional district seat. The governor designates one of 
the judges as chief judge. who. subject to the authority of the chief justice. has administrative au
thority for the court. 

Salary: $71.169 chief judge; $68.249 judges. 

Chief Judge Peter S. Popovich. SI. Mary's Point. Born Novem· 
ber 27. 1920; University of Minnesota (B.A.). St. Paul College of 
Law; admitted to practice. 1947: Minnesota House of Representa· 
tives (1953-63); four children. Appointed November I. 1983; elected 
1984. 

Gary L. Crippen, ~endota Heights. Born October 8. 1936. Wor· 
thington; University of Minnesota 0.0 .. 1960. cum laude); private 
practice. Worthington (1960·74). Nobles county attorney (1966· 
74). tria] judge (1974·84); married. seven children. Appointed April 
I. 1984; elected 1986. 

Daniel F. Foley, ~aplewood. Born October 9. 1921. Wabasha; 
SI. Thomas College (B.A.). Fordham University (LL.B.). Mex.ican 
Academy of International Law (LL.D .. 1964); private practice (1948· 
66): district judge (1966-83); married. five sons. Appointed No· 
vember 2, 1983; elected 1984. 

Thomas G. Forsberg, Fridley. Born 1927, Appleton; University 
of Minnesota (LL.B .. 1952: law review): private practice (1952· 
68). municipal judge (1968·72). district judge (1972·84); married. 
four children. Appointed April I. 1984; elected 1986. 



Doris Ohlsen Huspeni. Minneapolis. Born February 19. 1929; 
University of MinnesOia (B.A .. 1964). William Mitchell College 
of Law <J.D .• 1970); municipaJ judge (1980-82). dislrict judge (1982-
84); married. five children. Appointed April I. 1984; elected 1986. 

Harriet Lansing. SI. PauL Born May 19. 1945; Macalester Col-
lege (B.A., 1967). University of Minnesota Law School <J.D .. 1970); 
private practice (1973-76), city allomey (1976-78). municipal judge 
(1978-83); married. one child. Appointed November I. 1983; elected 65 
1984. 

David R. Leslie. Golden Valley. Born June 8. 1924. Minneapolis; 
University of Minnesota <J.D .. 1950); U,S. Army (WWlI); assr. 
allomey general (1957-63); municipal judge (1963-71); dislrict judge 
(1971-84): wife: Corinne. seven children. Appointed April I, 1984: 
elected 1986, 

Roger J. Nierengarten, Sartell. Born 1925: SI. John's University 
(B.A., 1948), Marquelle University Law School (J.D .. 1951); pri
vate practice (1956-84). county auomey (1962-66). special attor
ney general (1972-76). U.S. Army Paratroops (1943-46); U.S. Army 
(1951-52). Appointed April I, 1984; elected 1986. 

Edward James Parker, MinneapoliS. Born 1927, Detroit, MI; 
University of Minnesota (B.A., 1952; LL.B .. 1955); U.S. Marine 
Corps. (WWII; Korean): asst. attorney general (1955-60). private 
practice; municipal court. county court, district court (1963-74). 
Appointed November I. 1983; elected 1984. 
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R. A. (Jim) Randall, Hibbing. Born August 31. 1940. Liule Falls: 
Gonzaga University (B.A .. 1962), Univeniity of Minnesota O.D., 
1967): private practice (1967-84): asst. public defender (1967-84): 
married Monica Eichten. three children. Appointed April I. 1984: 
elected 1986. 

Susanne C. Sedgwick, Excelsior. Born June 10. 1931. Minneap
olis: University of Minnesota. William Mitchell College of Law 
(1956. cum laude): asst. Hennepin county auomey (1968-70): mu
nicipal judge (1970-74): district judge ( 1974-84); married, four 
children. Appointed November I, 1983: elected 19S4. 

Daniel Donald (D, D.) Wozniak. St. Paul. Born 1922: SI. Thomas 
College (B.A .. 1943. cum laude), University of Minnesota O.D .. 
1948); naval aviator (WWII): Minnesota House of Representatives 
(1951-67): U.S. State Department: private practice (1948-83). Ap
pointed November 2, 1983: elected 1984. 

DISTRICT COURT ____________ _ 

Jurisdiction: Minnesota has one district coun, divided into ten judicial districts. The chief justice 
of the supreme court has the power to assign judges from one district to serve in another. The con
stitution provides that the district coun has original jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases and such 
appellate jurisdiction as may be prescribed by law. In Hennepin and Ramsey counties the district 
couns have juvenile court jurisdiction. 

Judges: Each district has three or more judges. Judges are elected by the voters of the district to six
year tenns; vacancies are filled by governor's appointment. Judges are nominated and elected without 
party designation. Candidates file for a specific judgeship. Judges of each district elect a chief judge 
and assistant chief judge to exercise general administrative authority over the courts of the district. 



UNITED STATES SENATOR _________ _ 
Constitution provides: to qualify as senator a person must be thirty years old. citizen of the United 
States nine years, resident of the state. 

Term: six years. 

Senator Dave Durenberger 
(Independent-Republican) 

Salary: $89.500. 

1020 Plymouth Bldg .. 12 S. Sixth. Minneapolis 55402. (612) 349-
51 II. 
154 Russell Senate Office Bldg .. Washington. D.C. 20510. (202) 
224-3244. 

Commiltees: Aging: Environment and Public Works: Finance. 

Biography: Minneapolis. Born August 19. 1934. S1. Cloud: edu
cation: 51. John's Preparatory School. Sf. John's University (B.S .• 
1955. cum laude), University of Minnesota Law School 0.0 .. 1959): 
wife: Penny. sons: Charles. David. Michael. Daniel. 67 
Elected: November 7, 1978. 1982. 
Term Expires: January. 1989. 

Senator Rudy Boschwitz 
(Independent-Republican) 
210 Bremer Bldg .• 419 N. Robert 51.. 51. Paul 55101. (612) 221-
0904. 
S06 Han Senate Office Bldg .. Washington. D.C. 20510. (202) 224-
564J. 

Commiltees: Agriculture: Budge!: Foreign Relations: Small 
Business. 

Biography: Plymouth. Born 1930. Berlin. Germany: education: New 
York University (B.S .. 1950: LL.B .. 1953): U.S. Army Signal Corps 
(1954-55); founder and chair. Plywood MinnesOIu. Inc.: Republi
can National Committee: wife: Ellen. children: Gerry. Ken. Tom. 
Dan. 
Elected: 1978. 1984. Term Expires: January. 1991. 

UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE ______ _ 
Constitution provides: to qualify as representative a pcr..un must be twenty-five years old. citizen 
of the United Siaies seven years. resident of the state. and elected by the people. 

Term: two years, 

Congressional District I 

Representative Tim Penny 
(Democratic-Fanner-Labor) 

Salary: $89,500. 

Park Towers. 22 N. Broadway. Rochester 55901. (507) 281·6053. 
P.O. Bo)( 3148. 410 S. 5th St.. Mankato 5600 I. (507) 625·6921. 
436 Cannon House Office Bldg .. Washington. D.C. 20515. (202) 
225·2472. 

Committees: Agriculture: Education and Labor; Select Committee 
on Hunger; Veterans' Affairs. 

Biography: New Richland. Born November 19. 1951: education: 
Kiester High School (1969). Winona Stale Univer:,ity (with honors. 
1974). University of Minnesota (graduate work. public affairs); 
Minnesota State Senate (1977·82); wife: Barb. children: Jamison. 
Joseph. Molly and Marcus. 

Elected: 1982. 1984. 1986. 
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Congressional District 2 

Representative Vin Weber 
(Independent-Republican) 

P.O. Box 279, New Ulm 56073. (507) 354-6400. 
106 Cannon House Office Bldg .. Washington. D.C. 20515. (202) 
225-2331. 

Committees: Appropriations. 

Biography: Slayton. Education: University of Minnc!.Ola: co-pub
lisher Murray Count)' Herald; campaign manager. Rudy Buschwitz 
senate campaign (1978); chief Buschwitz aide (1979-80): elected 
vice-president, Republican freshman class. ass!. regional minority 
whip; platform committee. Republican National Convention: chair. 
Minnesota Reagan-Bush Reelection CommiUee (1984). 

Elected: 1980. 1982. 1984. 1986. 

Congressional District 3 

Representative Bill Frenzel 
(Independent-Republican) 
8120 Penn Ave. S .. Bloomington 55431. (612) 881-4600. 
1026 Longworth House Office Bldg., Washington. D.C. 20515. 
(202) 225-2871. 

Committees: House Administration; Ways and Means. 

Biography: Golden Valley. Born July 31. 1928. St. Paul: educa
tion: Dartmouth College (B.A .. 1950: M.B.A .. 1951): U.S. Navy 
(1951-54); businessman: Minnesota House of Representatives (1963-
70)married: married Ruth Purdy. three daughters. one grandson. 

Elected: 1970. 1972. 1974. 1976. 1978. 1980. 1982. 1984. 1986. 

Congressional District 4 

Representative Bruce F. Vento 
(Democratic-Fanner-Labor) 
American National Bank Bldg .. 5th and Minnesota SIs .. Room 905. 
St. Pau155101. (612) 290-3724. 
2304 Rayburn House Office Bldg .. Washington. D.C. 20515. (202) 
225-663\. 

Committees: Banking. Finance and Urban Affairs; Interior and in
sular Affairs; Select Committee on Aging. 

Biography: St. Paul. Born October 7.1940. St. Paul: education: 
Johnson High School (1958). Wisconsin State University (B.S .. 
1965, with honors); teacher. Minneapolis: Minnesota House of 
Representatives (1971-76); ass!. majority leader (1974-76); married 
Mary Jean Moore. sons: Michael, Peter. John. 

Elected: 1976. 1978. 1980. 1982. 1984. 1986. 



Congressional District 5 

Representative Martin Olav Sabo 
(Democratic-Farmer-Labor) 
110 S. 4th St.. Minneapolis 55401. (612) 348-1649. 
2201 Rayburn House Office Bldg .. Washington. D.C. 20515. (202) 
225-4755. 

Committee: Appropriations. 

Biography: Minneapolis. Born February 28. 1938: education: 
Augsburg College <B.A.); Minnesota House of Representatives 
(1961-78); minority leader (1969-72), speaker of the house (1973-
78); fonner president. National Conference of SI<1le Legislatures: 
wife: Sylvia. daughters: Karin. Julie. 

Elected: 1978. 1980. 1982. 1984. 1986. 

Congressional District 6 

Representative Gerry Sikorski 
(Democratic-Farmer-Labor) 
8060 University Ave. N.E .. Fridley 55432. (612) 780-5801. 
414 Cannon House Office Bldg .• Washington. D.C. 20515. (202) 
225-2271. 

Commitlees: Energy and Commerce: Post Office and Civil Ser
vice; Select Committee on Children. Youth and Families. 

Biography: Stillwater. Born April 26. 1948; education: Univen;ity 
of Minnesota 0.0 .. 1973. magna cum laude); Minnesota State Senate 
(1977-82); senate majority whip ( 198 I -82); married Susan Erkel. 
daughter: Anne (6 years old). 

Elected: 1982. 1984. 1986. 

Congressional District 7 

Representative Arlan Stangeland 
(Independent-Republican) 
M-F Bldg., 403 Center Ave .. Moorhe<!d 56560. (218) 233-8631. 

720 Mall Gennain. SI. Cloud 56301. (612) 251-0740. 
2245 Rayburn Hou~ Office Bldg .. Washington. D.C. 20515, (202) 
225-2165. 

Committees: Agriculture; Public Works and Transportation. 

Biography: Barnesville. Born February 8, 1930; graduate, Moor
head High School (1948): farmer; Minnesota House of Represen
tatives (1967-74); chair, Agriculture Task Force; married Virginia 
Trowbridge. children: David. Beth. Brian. Jean. Todd. Jeffrey. 
Stuart. 

Elected: February 22.1977,1978.1980.1982,1984,1986. 
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Congressional District 8 

Representative James L. Oberstar 
(Democratic-Farmer-Labor) 

231 Federal Bldg .. Duluth 55802. (218) 727-7474. 
2351 Raybum House Office Bldg .. Washington. D.C. 20515. (202) 
225·6211. 

Committees: Budget: Public Works and Transportation; Merchant 
Marine and Fisheries. 

Biography; Chisholm. Education: St. Thomas College. graduate 
work in political science and economics in Europe and Canada: 
founding member. co-chair. Northeast Midwest Congressional Co
alition: executive committee. Congressional Steel Caucus: wife: 10, 
children: Ted. Noelle. Ann-Therese. Monica. 

Ete<ted: 1974. 1976. 1978. 1980. 1982.1984. 1986. 

70 MINNESOTANS IN CONGRESS SINCE STATEHOOD_ 
UNITED STATES SENATOR 

James Shields. Democrat: May 11. 1858. to March 3. 1859. 
Henry M. Rice. Democrat: March 12. 1858, \0 March.1. 1)163. 
Morton S. Wilkinson. Republican: March 4.1859. (0 March 3. IH65. 
Alexander Ramsey. Republican: March 4.1863. to March 3.1875. 
Daniel S. Norton. Republican: March 4. 1865 (0 July 1]. 1870. 
William Windom. Republican: July 16. 187010 January 18. 1871. 
O. P. Stearns. Republican: January 18. 1871.10 March]. 1871. 
William Windom. Republican: March 4. 1871. to March 12, 1881. 
S. J. R. McMillan. Republican: March 6.1875 to March 3. lHH7. 
A. J. Edgerton, Republican: March 14. 1881. to October 26. 18HI. 
William Windom, Republican: October 26.1881.10 March 3. IX83. 
D. M. Sabin. Republican: March 4.1883, to March 4, IH89. 
C. K. Davis. Republican: March 4, 1 H87. to November 27, 1900. 
W. D. Washburn. Republican: March 4. 1 H89. to March 4. 1895. 
Knute Nelson. Republican: March 4. 1895, to April 28. 1923. 
Charles A. Towne. Democral: December 5. 1900. 10 January 23. 1901. 
Mo.~es E. Clapp. Republican: January 23. 1901. to March 4. 1917. 
Frank B. Kellogg, Republican: March 4.1917.10 March 4.1923. 
Henrik Shipslead. Fanner-Labor: March 4. 1923. to January 6. 1947. 
Magnus Johnson. Fanner-Labor: July 16. 1923.10 March 4. 1925. 
Thomas D. Schall. Republican: March 4. 1925. to December 23, 1935. 
Elmer A. Benson. Fanner-Labor: Deecmber 27.1935. to November 3.1936. 
Guy V. Howard. Republican: November 3.1936.10 January 3.1937. 
Emc~t Lundeen. Fanner-Labor: January 3.1937. 10 Augu~I]1. 1940. 
Joseph H. Ball. Republican: October I·t 1940_ to November 18. 1942. 
Arthur E. Nelson. Republican: Novembcr 18, 1942_ to January 6. 1943. 
Joseph H. Ball. Republican: january 6. 1943. to January 3. 1949. 
Edward J. Thye. Republican: January 6.1947.10 January 7.1959. 
Hubert H. Humphrey, Democratic-Fanner-Labor: January 3_ 1949. to December 29. 1964. 
Eugene J. McCarthy. Democratic-Farmer-Labor: January 7. 1959. III January 4. 1971. 
Walter F. Mondale, Democratic-Fanner-Labor: Decembcr 20, 1964. to December 30. 1976. 
Hubert H. Humphrey. Democratic-Farmer-Labor: January 4.1971. to January 13. 1978. 
Muriel Humphrey. Democratic-Fanner-Labor: January 25. 1971i. to Novcmber 7.1978. 
Wendell R. Anderson. Democratic-Farmer-Labor: January 4.1977.10 December 29.1978. 

·Dave Durenberger. Independent-Republican: November 8, 1978. 
·Rudy Boschwilz. Independent-Republican: December 30, 197H. 

REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS 

At Large 
J. M. Cavanaugh. Democrat: May 12. 1858. to March 4. 1859. 
William Windom. Republican: March 4, 1859. to March 4, 1863. 
Cyrus Aldrich. Republican: March 4. 1859.10 March 4. llib3. 
James Manahan. Republican: March 4. 1913. to March 4, 1915. 
Ray P. Chase, Rcpublican: March 4. 1933. to January 3, 1935. 
Theodore Christianson. Republican: March 4. 1933. to January 3. 1935. 
Harold Knutson. Republican: March 4. 1933. to January 3. 1935. 
Henry Arens. Fanner-Labor: March 4. 19]3. to January 3. 1935. 
Magnus Johnson, Fanncr-Labor: March 4. 1933. to January 3. 1935. 
Paul John Kvale. Fanner-Labor: March 4. 1933. to January 3, 1935. 
Ernest Lundeen. Fanner-Labor: March 4. 1933. to January 3. 1935. 



F. H. Shoemaker, Fanner-Labor: March 4, 1933. to lanuary 3. 1935. 
EInar Hoidale. Democrat March 4. 1933. to lanuary 3. 1935. 

"'1m District 
William Windom. Republican: March 4, 1863. to March 4, 1869. 
Monon S. Wilkinson. Republican: March 4. 1869.10 March 4. 11:171. 
Mark H. Dunnell. Republican: March 4. 1871, to March 4. 11:I1l3. 
Milo White. Republican: March 4. 1883. to March 4. 1887. 
Thomas Wibon. Democmt: March 4. 1887. to March 4. 1889. 
Mark H. Dunnell. Republican: March 4. 1889. to March 4. 1891. 
W. H. Harrie~. Democrat: March 4, IS91. to March 4. 1893. 
lames A. Tawney. Republican: March 4, 1893. to March 4. 1911. 
Sydney Anderson. Republican: March 4.1911. to March 4. 1925. 
Allen J. Furlow, Republican: March 4. 1925.10 March 4. 1929. 
VictorChri~tgau, Republican: March 4.1929,10 March 4.1933. 
August H. Andre!>Cn. Republican: January 3. 1935. to January 14. 1958. 
Alben H. Quie. Republican: March 6. 1958. (0 January I. 1979. 
Arlen Erdahl. Independent-Republican: lanuary 15. 1979. to January 3. 1983. 

*Timothy J. Penny. Democratic-Fanner-Labor: January 3. 1983. 

Second District 
Ignatiu~ Donnelly. Republican: March 4. 1863. to March 4. 1869. 
Eugene M. Wil~on. Dcmocmt: March 4. 1869. to March 4, 1871. 
John T. Averill. Republican: March 4. 1871. to March 4. 1873. 
H. B. Stmit. Republican: March 4. 1873.10 March 4. 1879. 
Henry Poehler. Democral: March 4. 1879.10 March 4. 1881. 
H. B. Strait. Republican: March 4. 1881. (0 March 4. 1883. 
J. B. Wakefield, Republican: March 4. 1883. to March 4. 1887. 
John Lind, Republican: March 4. 1887. to Man:h 4. 1893. 
James T. McCleary. Republican: March 4. 1893. to March 4. 1907. 
W. S. Hammond. Democrat: March 4. 1907, to March 4. 1915. 
Franklin F. Elbwonh. Republican: March 4. 1915. to March 4, 1921. 
Frank Clague. Republican: March 4. 1921. to March 4. 1933. 
ElmerJ. Ryan. Demoemt: January 3.1935. to January 3.1941. 
Joseph P. O'Ham. Republican: January 3. 1941. to January 7, 1959. 
Ancher Nelsen, Republican: January 7. 1959. 10 Janua!')' 3. 1975. 
Tom Hagedorn. Independent-Republican: hanuary 3, 1975. to January 3, 1983. 

*Vin Weber, Indepcndcm-Republican: Janua!')' 3. 1983. u* 

Third District 
John T. Averill. Republican: March 4. 1873. to March 4. 1875. 
William S. King. Republican: March 4. 1875. to March 4. 1877. 
Jacob H. Stewan. Republican: March 4. 1877, to March 4. 1879. 
William D. Wa~hbum. Republican: March 4. 1879. to March 4. IIU!]. 
H. B. Slrai!. Republican: March 4. 1883. to March 4. 1887. 
John L MacDonald. Demoerdt: March 4. 1887. (0 March 4. 1889. 
DaJ"Win S. Hall. Republican: March 4. 1889. to March 4. 1891. 
O. M. Hall, Demoerat: March 4. 1891.10 March 4. 1895. 
Joel P. Heatwole. Republican: March 4. 1895.10 March 4. l1J03. 
Charles R. Da\li~. Rcpublican: March 4. 1903. (0 March 4. 1925. 
August H. Andre~n, Republican: March 4. 1925,10 March 4. 1933. 
Ernest Lundeen. Fanner-Labor: January 3. 1935. to January 3. 1937. 
Henry G. Teigan. Farmer-Labor: January 3. 1937. to January 3. 1939. 
John G. Alexander, Republican: January 3. 1939. to January 3. 1941. 
Richard P. (Dick) Gale. lanuary 3, 1941. to January 2. 1945. 
William J. GaJlagher. DemocT".ltic-Farmer-Labor: January 2, 1945. to Augu~1 13. 1946. 
George Mal'Kinnon. Republican: January 6. 1947. to January 3. 1949. 
Roy W. Wier. Democratic-Farmcr-Labor: January 3. 1949. to January 3. 1961. 
Clark MacGregor, Republican: January 3. 1961. 10 January 4. 1971. 

*Bill Frenzel. Independent-Republican. January 4. 1971. 

Fourth District 
w. D. Wa~hburn, Republican: March 4. 1883.10 March 4. 1885. 
J. B. Gilfillan. Republican: March 4. 1885. to March 4. 1887. 
Edmund Rice. Democrat: March 4. 1887, to March 4. 1889. 
S. P. Snider, RepUblican: March 4. 1889. to March 4. 1891. 
J. N. Castle. Democrat: March 4. 1891. 10 March 4. 1893. 
Andrew R. Kiefer, Republican: March 4. 1893. to March 4. 1897. 
Frederick C. Steven~. Republican: March 4, 1897, to March 4. 1915. 
Carl C. Van Dyke. Democrat: March 4, 1915. to May 20. 1919. 
Oscar E. Keller. Republican: July 10, 1919, to March 4, 1927. 
Melvin J. Maas. Republican: March 4. 1927. to March 4. 1933. 
Melvin J. Maas, Republican: January 3. 1935.10 January 2. 1945. 
Frank T. Starkey. Democratic-Fanner-Labor: January 2. 1945, to January 6. 1947. 
Edward J. Devin. Republican: January 6. 1947.10 January 3. 1949. 
Euguene J. McCanhy. Democratic-Fanner-Labor: January 3. 1949. to January 7, 1959. 
Joseph E. Kanh. DemocT".ltic-Fanner-Lahor: January 7. 1959. 10 January 4, 1977. 

·Bruce F. Vento. Democratic-Fanner-labor: January 4. 1977. 
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KnUie Nelson. Republican: March 4. 188], to March 4. 1889. 
S. G. Comstock. Republican: March 4. 1889. to March 4. 189!. 
Kittel Halvorson. Alliance: March 4, 1891. to March 4. 1893. 
Loren Fletcher, Republican: March 4. 1893, to March 4. 1903. 
John Lind, Democrat: March 4, 1903. to March 4. 1905. 
Loren Fletcher, Republican: March 4. 1905. to March 4. 1907. 
Frank M. Nyc. Republican: March 4.1907. to March 4.1913. 
George R. Smith. Republican: March 4.1913.10 March 4.1917. 
Ernest Lundeen. Republican: March 4.1917. to March 4.1919. 
Walter H. NeWlon, Republican: March 4. 1919. to June 30. 1929. 
W. L Nolan. Republican: July I. 1929. to March 4. \933. 
Theodore Christianson. Republican: January 3. 1935. to January 3. 1937. 
Dewey William Johnson. Fanner-Labor: January 3, 1937, to January 3, 1939. 
Oscar Youngdahl. Republican: January 3. 1939. to January 6. 1943. 
Walter H. Judd. Republican: January 6. 1943. to January 7. 1%3. 
Donald M. fraser. Democratic-farmer-Labor: January 7. 1963. to J<lnuary 15, 1979. 

*Manin Olav Sabo, Democratic-fanner-Labor: January 15. 1979. 

Sixth District 
M. R. Baldwin. Democrat: March 4. 1893. to March 4. 1895. 
Charles A. Towne. Republican: March 4. 1895. to March 4.1897. 
Robert Page Morris. Republican: March 4.1897, to March 4.1903. 
C. B. Buckman. Republican: March 4.1903. to March 4.1907. 
Charles A. Lindbergh. Republican: March 4. 1907. to March 4. 1917. 
Harold Knutson. Republican: March 4. 1917, to March 4. 1933. 
Harold Knutson. Republican: January 3. 1935. to January 3. 1949. 
fred Marshall. Democratic-Fanner-Labor: January 3. 1949. to January 6, 1963. 
Alec G. Olson. Democratic-Fanner-Labor: January 7. 1963. to January 3, 1967. 
10hn M. Zwach, Republican: January 3. 1967. to January 3, 1975. 
Richard Nolan. Democratic-Farmer-Labor: January 3. 1975. to January 3, 1981. 
Vin Weber. Independent-Republican: January 3, 1981. to January 3. 1983. *** 

*Geny Sikorski. Democratie-Farmer-Labor: January 3. 1983. 

Seventh District 
Haldor E. Roen. People's Party: March 4.1893. to March 4.1895. 
Frank M, Eddy. Republican: March 4. 1895, to March 4. 1903, 
Andrew 1. Volstead. Republican: March 4. 1903, to March 4, )923. 
0.1. Kvale. Independent: March 4. 1923. to March 4. 1925. 
0.1. Kvale. Farmer-Labor: March 4. 1925, to September II. 1929. 
Paul John Kvale. Fanner-Labor: October 16, 1929. to March 4. 1933. 
Paul John Kvale. farmer-Labor: January 3. 1935. to January 3. 1939. 
H. Carl Andersen. Republican: January 3, [939, to January 3, 1963. 
Odin Langen. Republican: January 3. 1963. to January 7.1971. *'" 
Bob Bergland. Democratic-Farmer-Labor. January 4. 1971. to January 23. 1977. 

*Arlan Stangeland, Independent-Republican: March 1. 1977. 

Eighth District 
J. Adam Bede, Republican: March 4. 1903. to March 4. 1909. 
Clarence B, Miller. Republican: March 4, 1909. to March 4. 1919. 
W. L. Carss, Independent: March 4. 1919. to March 4. 1921. 
Oscar 1. Larson. Republican: March 4. 1921, to March 4. 1925. 
William L. Carss. farmer-Labor: March 4. 1925. to March 4. 1929. 
William A. Pittenger, Republican: March 4. 1929. to March 4. 1933. 
William A. Pittenger. Republican: January 3. 1935. to January 3. [937. 
John T. Bernard. Farmer-Lab!.)r: January 3. 1937, to January 3, 1939. 
William A. Pittenger. Republican: January 3, 1939. to January 6. 1947. 
John A. Blatnik. Democratic-Farmer-Labor: January 6. 1947. to January 3. 1975. 

*James Oberstar. Democr.ltic-Furmer-Labor: January 3, 1975. 

Ninth District 
Halvor Steenerson. Republican: March 4, 1903. to March 4, 1923. 
Knud Wefald, fanner-Labor: March 4.1923. to March 4,1927. 
Conrad G. Selvig, Republican: March 4. 1927, to March 4. 1933. 
Richard Thompson Buckler. Farmer-Labor: January 3. 1935. to January 6. 1943. 
Harold C. Hagen, Farmer-Labor: January 6, 1943. to January 2, 1945. 
Harold C. Hagen, Republican: January 2. 1945, to January 7. 1959. 
Coya Knutson. Democratic-Farmer-Labor: January 3,1955. to January 7.1959. 
Odin Langen. Republican: January 7. 1959. to January 7. 1962. +* 

Tenth District 
Thomas D. Schall. Progressive: March 4. 1915. to March 4. 1919. 
Thomas D. Schall. Republican: March 4. 19[9. to March 4, 1925. 
Godfrey G. Goodwin. Republican: March 4. 1925. to March 4. 1933. 

*-incumbent 
*·Con/:ressional redistrictinJ: of 1961 resulted in Ihe droppinJ: of lire lIilllh (iiI/ria. In 1962 Od"r L(lI1gl'll. 
prel'iously elecledfrom Ihe ninth dislriel. II"(U elected to represem the 111'11' WI'eml! dislria. 

***Conwessional rediSlrictinR of 1982 chwlRed district hmll1Jaries. /111982 Vilt Weber. prel"ior(.l/v elel·tedfrom 
the shih district, W(iJ elected to represem the nell" second district, 



MINNESOTA CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS ___ _ 
The United Siaies District Court for the District of MinnesOia ordered a reapportionment of Minne
sota's eight congressional districts on March I J, 1982. The population goal was 509,496 for each 
district with an average deviation of 9.5. Maps arc provided for information only; the controlling 
district descriptions are detailed in Appendix A of the court order (4-81 Civil 414) . 
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PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES _____ _ 

President Ronald Reagan 
(Republican) 
White House. Washington. D.C. 20500, (202) 456-1414. 

Constitution provides: to qualify as president a person must be thirty-five years old. a nalural-bom 
citizen. fourteen years a resident of the United States and elected by a majority of eleclor.:al college. 

Term expires: 1989. Salary: $200.000. 

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT _____ _ 
Supreme Court Bldg .. Washington. D.C. 20543. (202) 479-3000. 
Chief Justice: William H. Rehnquisi. Arizona 
Associate Justices 
Harry A. Blackmun. Minnesota 
William J. Brennan. Jr .. New Jersey 
Thurgood Marshall. New York 
Sandra Day O'Connor. Arizona 

Lewis F. Powell, Jr.. Virginia 
Antonin Scalia. New Jersey 
John Paul Stevens. Illinoh. 
Byron R. White. Colorado 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS _____ _ 
Eighth Circuit 
United States Court and Custom House. SI. Louis. Missouri 63102. (314) 425-5609. 

The Eighth Judicial Circuit includes districts in Arkansas. Iowa. Minnesota. Missouri. Nebra~ka. 
North Dakota and South DakOla. 

Circuit Justice: Harry A. Blackmun. Washington. D.C. 
Chief Judge: Donald P. Lay. SI. Paul. Minnesota. 
Circuit Judges 
Richard S. Arnold. Little Rock. Arkansas. 
Pasco M. Bowman. Kansas City. Missouri. 
George G. Fagg. Des Moines. Iowa. 
John R. Gibson. Kansas City. Missouri. 
Gerald W. Heaney. Duluth, Minnesota. 
Senior Judges 
Myron H. Bright. Fargo. North Dakota. 
Aoyd R. Gibson. Kansas City. Missouri. 

Frank J. Magill. Fargo. North Dakota. 
Theodore McMillian. SI. Louis. Mis~ouri. 
Donald R. Ross. Omaha. Nebraska. 
Roger L. Wollman. Pierre. South Dakota. 

J. Smith Henley. Harrison. Arkansas. 

Clerk of the Circuit Court: Robert D. SI. Vrain. SI. Louis. Missouri. 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT ______ _ 
Third: 316 Robert St.. S1. Pau155101. (612) 290-3212. 
Fourth: 110 S. 4th St.. Minneapolis 55401. (612) 349-3955. 
Fifth: 417 Federal Bldg .. Duluth 55802, (218) 720-5250. 

Minnesota constitutes one judicial district divided into six divisions. The clerk maintains offices in 
the third. fourth. and fifth divisions. Correspondence related 10 cases in other divisions should be 
mailed to the SI. Paul office. Both full-time and pan-time magistrates serve at large in Minnesota. 

Chief Judge: Donald D. Alsop. SI. Pau!' 
Judges 
Roben G. Renner, SI. Paul. 
Paul A. Magnuson. SI. Paul. 
Edward J. Devitt. SI. Paul. 

Clerk of the District Court: Francis E. Dosa!. 
Magistrates 
J. Earl Cudd, Minneapolis. 
Janice M: Symchych, S1. Paul. 
Bernard P. Becker. S1. Paul. 

Harry M. MacLaughlin. Minneapolis. 
Diana E. Murphy, Minneapolis. 
Earl R. Larson. Minneapolis. 

Floyd E. Boline. Minneapolis. 
Patrick J. McNulty. Duluth. 



OFFICE OF UNITED STATES ATTORNEY ____ _ 
234 Fedcml Courts Bldg .. 110 S. 4th SI.. Minneapolis 55401. (612) 332-8961. 

United Slates Attorney: Jerome G. Arnold. 
Assistant United States Altorneys 
Thorwald H. Anderson 
Mary E. Carlson 
Paul W. Day 
Elizabeth de la Vega 
Joan N. Ericksen 
Thomas B. Heffelfinger 
Francis X. Hennann 
Jon M. Hopeman 
James E. Lackner 
John M. Lee 
Donald M. Lewis 

Mary Jo Madigan 
Elissa Maunter 
Paul A. Murphy 
Franklin L. Noel 
Douglas R. Peler~un 
Henry J. Shea. III 
Roben M. Small 
Richard E. Vosepka 
Joseph T. Wulbr . .m 
Lynn A. Zentner 

Federal Bureau of Im'cstigation. Special Agent: Lawrence G. Lawler. 392 Federal Court Build- 75 
ing. Minneapolis 55401. (612) 339-7861. 

United Slates Marshal: Robert L. Pavlak, Sr .. Room 523. Federal Court Bldg .. 110 S. 4th St.. 
Minneapolis 55401. (612) 349-3835. 

MINNESOTANS ON THE SUPREME COURT ___ _ 
In 1986. Warren E. Burger. the only Minne~otan to ~erve a~ Chief Ju~tice of the United States 
Supreme Cuurt. retired to becume chair of the Commi~~ion on the Bicentennial of the United Slate~ 
Constitution. Two Minnes(ltan~ have served as a~sociate ju~tices of the United State~ Supreme Coun: 
Pierce Butler and Harry A. Blackmun. 

Pierce Butler 
United States Supreme Court (1923-1939) 

Born Man.:h 17. I S66. Dakota County: Carleton College ( I ~S71: 
read law in officc of Pinch and Twohy: as~t. county attorney ( I S91-
93). county attorney (IH93-97): r.J.ilroad coun~cl. Jaw practice: re
gent. University of Minnesota (17 year..): U.S. Supreme Court (1923-
39): married Anna Cronin. eight children: died Novcmber 16. 1939. 

Warren E- Burger 
United States Supreme Court (1969-1986) 
Born September 17. 1907. SI. Paul: University of Minnesota. SI. 
Paul (now William Mitchell) College of Law (magna cum laude. 
1931): law pmctice: faculty. William Mitchell College of Law: U.S. 
assl. attorney general. U.S. Coun of Appeals (1956-69): U.S. Su
preme Court (1969-~6): chair. Commission on the Bicentennial of 
the United States Comtilution. 

Harry A_ Blackmun 
United States Supreme Court (1970-) 

Born November 12. 190R. Nashville. IL: Mechanic Arts High 
School. Harvard University (A.B .. 1929. summa cum laude. Phi 
Beta Kappa: LL.B .. 1932): law practice: faculty: William Mitchell 
College of Law. University of Minnesota Law School: resident 
counsel. Mayo Clinic and Mayo As~n.: U.S. Court of Appeals (1959-
70): U.S. Supreme Coun (1970- ): married Dorothy E. Clar~. three 
daughters. 
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ELECTIONS __________________________________ _ 

In 1988 Minnesotans will vote for the president of the United States. one U.S. senator. 
eight U.S. representatives. and 134 state representatives. State supreme court justices. 
lower court judges, and local government officials will be elected. Constitutional 
amendments may be proposed by the legislature for presentation to the voters at the 
1988 general election. 

Where do elections begin? 
Constitutions and charters provide the basic framework for elections by defining the 
qualifications for voting and the offices to be elected and the qualifications and terms for 
each. 

Statutes. ordinances. and rules spell out details for administering these elections. 

In Minnesota. statutes define political parties and regulate the conduct of primary 
elections for partisan and nonpartisan offices. 

Who Is eligible to vote? 
Any citizen of the United States who will be eighteen years old by the date of the next 
election. who has resided in Minnesota for twenty days. and who is registered to vote is 
eligible. 

Who Is nol eligible to vote? 
The following are not eligible to vote in Minnesota: anyone who is convicted of treason or 
a felony and not yet restored to civil rights: anyone under guardianship over her/his 
person: anyone adjudicated mentally incompetent: anyone not properly registered. 

What Is a political party? 
Minnesota law defines "political party" as an organization presenting candidates in the 
last preceding general election one or more of whom has been voted for in each county in 
the state and shall have received not less than five percent of the total vote cast for all 
candidates in such election. 

In 1988. two political parties are qualified: Independent-Republican and Democratic 
Farmer-Labor. Recognition of political parties is regulated by state law. and their consti
tutions are filed with the secretary of state. 

Who loins a party? 
Since Minnesota voters do not register with a declaration of political party. they may 
choose to affiliate with a party in a variety of ways. including attending its precinct 
caucus and declaring intent to support that party's candidates in the next election. 

What Is 8 precInct caucus? 
The legal process of the general election year begins with political party precinct 
caucuses the fourth Tuesday evening in February. 

A precinct is an election area which has one polling place. Each of more than 4.000 
precincts will elect delegates to represent their residents directly and indirectly at 
county. district. state and national conventions. 

What Is a primary election? 
In Minnesota the purpose of a primary election is to nominate political party candidates 
to the general election ballot and to reduce the number of candidates for a nonpartisan 
office to no more than twice the number to be elected in the general election. 

Partisan candidates. therefore. run among themselves in such an election. and the 
choice of candidates is within each party. Voters must vote in the primary election of only 
one political party. and no write-in votes are allowed. 

How are other parties' candidates nominated? 
Other parties. groups. or individuals may place a candidate on the general election ballot 
by nominating petitions signed by the required number of voters in the district to be 
represented by that office. 



What Is a general election? 
All candidates nominated either in the primary election or by petition appear on the 
ballot at the general election on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November 
every even-numbered year. A candidate who did not win nomination in the primary 
election may not run in the general election. In a general election, voters may write in the 
names of persons for whom they wish to vote which do not appear on the ballot. 

Whose vote counts? 
Every vote is counted in every election. Active citizens compound their electoral influ
ence by taking an early part in the process of candidate selection and determination of 
political party platform issues. Since every general election year begins with the precinct 
caucus of the political party, citizens who vote there for officers and delegates to local 
and state conventions add an extra measure of participation in the democratic process. 

Other questions? 
Qualifications for holding office and voting are stated in the constitutions of the United 
States and Minnesota. Citizens seeking additional information about the election pro- 77 
cess are invited to consult the secretary of state. the county auditor in their county, and 
the political party of their choice. 




