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FOREWORD

This handbook is prepared for use by
the citizens of Allegheny County and is
distributed free of charge. The handboak
does not include all laws and regulations
pertaining to elections, but presents a
summary of the most outstanding features
of the election- and registration laws.
References will enable the more sericus
student to find the citations quickiy.

If you have a question or a problem, the
answer to which you cannot find in the
Digest, your inquiry will be promptly and
courteously answered by visiting the
© office of the Department of Elections, 604
County Office Building, or by dialing one
of the following numbers:

Elections Generally ........... 355-4500
Registration .................. 3554510
Election Officers ............. 3554517

Absentee Ballot Information ... 355-4520
Expense Account Information .. 3554518

All information in this handbook is subject
to change by act of the General Assembly or
by a change in the rules of the political
parties.



DIGEST OF
ELECTION LAWS

GENERAL INFORMATION

LAWS GOVERNING REGISTRATION AND
THE CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS Both the
Constitution of the United States and the Con-
stitution ol Pennsylvania contain provisions con-
cerning the voter and elections. Congress has the
powaer to enact legislation concerning the conduct ot
tederal elections; the Pennsylvania General
Assembly enacts lagislation on voting and elections
in the State; and court decisions also effect changes
in election law.

ELECTION OFFICIALS

The Secretary of the Commonwesith: The chief
election officer of the State is the Secretary of the
Commonwealth of Pennaylvania. Somae of the powers
and duties of this officer are: 1qQ determine the form of
nomination petitions, nomination papers, expense
accounts and other forms and records; to receive
such reports from county boards of elections as
required by law or as deemed necessary; to approve
or disapprove voting machines or other voting
devices for use in this State; to pubtish in at least two
newspapers in each county any proposed amend-
ment to the Constitution of Pennsyivania; to receive
the returns from county boards of elections and to
issue certificates of election to the successful
candidates unless that duty is imposed on another
officer or board.

The County Board of Elections: In each county in
Pennsylvania, the county board of elections has
jurisdiction over the conduct of primaries and
elections. The county board of elections is the board
ot county commissionars of that county ex officio, or
any otficials or board who are performing the duties
of the county commissioners.’ Some of the powers
and duties imposed on them are:; to select and equip
polling places; to prepare and publish all notices as
required by law; tO canvass and compute election
returns and to certify the results of all primaries and
elections.?
2



Whenever membera of the board of county com-
missioners ara candidates for nomination or election
to any publie office, or whenever thers is a ballot
question reiating to the adoption of or amendments
to a county Home Rule Charter, the county com-
missioners shall not sit as the board of elections. The
President Judge of the Court of Common Pleas shall
appoint judges to serve as the board of elections.’

PRIMARIES AND ELECTIONS

The Primary Election in each odd-numbered year is
called the MUNICIPAL PRIMARY and is held on the
third Tuesday of May ®

The Primary Election in each even-numbered year
is called the GENERAL PRIMARY and is held on the
third Tuesday of May, except in Presndenua! years
when it is held on the fourth Tuesday of April.®

The MUNICIPAL ELECTION is held in odd-
numbered years on lhe first Tuesday after the first
Monday of November.”

The GENERAL ELECTION is held in even-
numbered years, on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday of November.®

Justices of the Supreme Court, Judges of Superior
and Commonweaith Courts, Judges of the Court of
Common Pleas, Judges of Community Courts (if
established), District Justices in Magisterial
Districts, constables and all c¢ounty, municipal,
school district and election district officers are
elected only at a Municlpal Election.’

Electors for President and Vice President of the
United States, United States Senators, Represen-
tatives in Congress, the Governor and Lieutenant
Governor, Auditor General, State Treasurer, Attorney
General and Senators and Representatives in the
General Assembly are elected only at a General
Election.*

The polis are open at all primaries and elections
between the hours of 7 AM. and 8 P.M,, prevanlmg
time,



POLITICAL PARTIES To be eligible to nominate
candidates at a primary, a party or a political body
must quality as a "polltical party”, either within the
State, of within a county.'

To Quality State-Wide: At the general elaction
preceding the primary, one candidate of the party or
political body muat have polled at least two percent
(2%) of the targest entire vote cast for any eiected
candidate in EACH OF TEN counties, and a total vote
in the State of at least'two percent (2%) of the largest
entire vote cast for any elected candidate. Once
qualified under this provision, the party is entitied to
nominate candidates at the primary for any otfice to
be voted on throughout the State and within each
county, and to enfoy all other privileges of a political
party provided by law."’

To Qualify County-Wide: At either the general or
municipal election preceding the primary, one
candidate of the party or political body must have
polled at least five percent {5%) of the largest entire
vote cast for any candidate elected in the county.
Once qualified under this provision, the party is
entitied to nominate candidates at the primary for any
office 10 be voted on in the county, in ali political
districts within the county, and m all political
districts of which the county is a part.'?

The Secretary of the Commonwealth determines
which organizations are political parties within the
State, and transmits a list of these political parties to
each county board of elections prior to the thirteenth
(13th) Tuesday before the primary.'”

Each county board of elections determines which
organizations are political parties within the county,
andg transmits a list of these political parties to the
Secretary of the Commonwealth pnor to the thir-
teenth (13th) Tuesday before the primary.'

FORMS, DOCUMENTS AND RECORDS |

Forms: The Secretary of the Commonwealth and
the Allegheny County Department ot Elections will
furnish candidates a reasgnable supply ot forms
(nomination petitions, nomination papers, withdrawal
forms, loyally oaths, substitute nomination cer.
tificates, appointment of campaign treasurer forms,
expense account forms, etc.) to insure that aill
statements and affidavits are in the proper torm and
comply with ail provisions of the law."®



Documents and Fees to be Filed With The
Secretary of the Commonwealth: Ail documents
pertaining to nomination or etection to the following
offices must be filed in the oftice ot the Secretary of
the Commonwealth:

PUBLIC OFFICE: President and Vice President of
the United States, Presidential Elector, United States
Senator, Representative in Congress; Governor,
Lieutenant Governor, Auditor General, Treasurer,
Attorney General, Senator and Representative in the
General Assembly; Justice of the Supreme Court,
Judge of the Superior and the Commonwealth Courts
and Judge of the Court of Common Pleas.'®

PARTY OFFICE: Member of State Committee,
Delegate to Nationat Convention, Alternate Delegate
to National Convention, and such ¢ther party offices
as may be designated by law.'®

Filing fees for these offices may be paid by cer-
titied check or money order made payabie to:
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,'’

Documents and Fees to be Filed With the County
Board of Elections: Documents pertaining to
nomination or election to all ather offices must be
filed in the office of the Allegheny County Depart-
ment of Elections.!® Filing fees may be paid in cash,
or by certified check or money order made payable to:
County of Allegheny.'’

Filing of Expense Account Documents: Candidates
for Federal office file the original expense account
forms in Washington, D.C., and file a duplicate with
the Secretary of the Commonwealth.'® Candidates
whose nomination documents are filed in Harrisburg,
file their expense reports with the Secretary of the
Commonweaith, and a c¢opy in their county of
residence. Candidates for all other offices file ex-
pense account documents with the county board of
elections.'?

Filing ot Financial Interest Statements: All can.
didates for election to public office must file with’

. their nomination petition an affidavit stating that they
have filed a statement of financial interest, as
required by law. Candidates for state and county-
wide office file this statement with the Ethics
Commission and with the Department of Elections in
their county of residence, Candidates for local office
file with the Ethics Commission, and with the
political sub-givision in which they are a candidate.?®



Courts of Jurisdiction: The court of jurisdiction for
documents tiled with the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth s Commonwealth Court. The court of
jurisdiction for documents filed with the Allegheny
County board of elections is the Allegheny County
Court of Common Pleas.?'

Public Inspection of Records: Registration data
and documents filed with the Allegheny County
Department of Elections are open to public in-
spection and may be inspected and copied during
ordinary business hours at any time when they are
not necessarily being used by departmental em-
ployees?? There is a charge for copies of
documents. This charge is determined by the board
of elections, and is subject to change without notice.

1. 25P.S. § 2621. 14. 25P.5. § 2861 (b),
2. 25P8. §026;1, as amended.
asamencad. 15, 25P.S. § 2621 {a);
3. 25P.5. § 2642, B oot Eeimns,
§ 2642, as amended. Pennsylvania
4. 25P.5. §2641(c), Departmeant of State,
as amended. no date, p.34.
5 25P.S.§2754. 16. PA Const., Ar. IV,
6. 25P.5. §2753, as amended;
as amended. 25P.S. § 2621 (d);
7. PA Const., Arn.V,§13. §2873(a).
25P.5. § 2752, 17. 25 P.5.§ 2873 (b).
8. PAConst., Art. IV, 18. Federal Election
as amended; Campaign Act
25P.S. §2751. Amendments of
9. 25P.8. §3045. 1971, § 304.
10. 25 P.S. § 2831 (a), 19, 25P.S. § 3231
as amended; (c). {1.¢1, 1),
11, 25 P.S. § 2831 (a}, as amended.
as amended. 20. B5P.S. §401-413.
12. 25 P.S. § 2831 (b). 21. 42P.S, §761-764,
13. 25P.S. § 2861 (a), as amended.
as amended. 22. 25P.5.§95112;
§ 2648,



PETITIONS FOR
NOMINATION AT A PRIMARY

The names of c¢andidates for nomination by a
political party are placed on the primary ballot' after
separate petitions signed by a prescribed number of
registered voters? are filed in their behalf. For certain
offices, a tiling fee is required.”

PERIOD OF CIRCULATION Nomination
petitions can only be circulated between the thir-
teenth (13th) Tuesday and the tenth (10th) Tuesday
betore a primary. No signature is counted unless it
bears a date within this period.*

QUALIFICATIONS OF SIGNERS OF
PETITIONS An elector may sign nomination
petitions for as many candidates for each office as he
could vote for at the election. )

The signer declares that he is a registered and
enrolled member of the palitical party designated in
the petition, that he is registered in the political
district within which the nomination i3 made, and
also in the county within which the petition is being
circulated. The signer also adds his occupation,
piace of residence, and the date of signing expressed
either in words or numbers.*

CIRCULATOR’S AFFIDAVIT A nomination
petition may consist of mare than one sheet. Each
sheet must contain the aifidavit of the person who
circulated the petition, setting forth these facts: that
the circulator i3 a qualified elector, registered and
enrolled as a member of the party® and a resident of
the political district referred to in the petition; the
circulator's residence; that the signers signed with
fuli knowledge of the contents of the pelition; that
their respective residences are correctly stated; that
each signed on the date set opposite his name; and
that to the best of the circulator's knowledge and _
belief, the signers are qualified -electors and
registered and- enrolled members of the party,
political district, and the county designated on the
face of the petition?

*NOTE: The circulators of petitions for judicial
candidates need not be enrolled members of the
political party designated in the pelition.
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CANDIDATE'S AFFIDAVIT, PUBLIC
OFFICE Each candidate filing a nomination
petition for public office, except a candidate for
nomination as President of the United States, shall
file with the petition an affidavit stating: his place of
residence and post office address; name of the atfice
he is running for; that he is eligible for the office; that
he will not knowingly violate any provision of the
Election Code, or of any other law regulating and
limiting nomination and election expenses and
prohibiting corrupt practices in  connection
therewith; and that he is not a candidate for
nomination to the same otfice by any other political
party.**

In addition, under the Pennsyivania Loyaity Act of
1951, each candidate for a non-Federal public office
must file with his petition a Loyalty QOath, stating that
he ia not a subversive person.’

CANDIDATE’S AFFIDAVIT, PARTY
OFFICE petitions must aiso be filed in arder for
the names of candidates for electlon to political party
otftce to be placed on the primary ballot!

A candidate for party office must file, among other
things, an affidavit stating that he is a registered and
enrolled member of the party designated in the
petition;* and if a candidate for deiegate or alternate
delegate to a party convention in a presidential year,
the presidential candidate to whom he is committed,
or the term “uncommitted”® {See Page 19).

FILING PETITIONS

Manner of Flling: If the nomination petition con-
sists of more than one sheet, all sheets must be
bound together when offered for liling. Each sheet
must be numbered consecutively, beginning with the
number 1, at the foot of each page? The filing tee, it
any, must accompany thae petition.?

Examination of Nomination Documents: Whenever
any nomination petition, nomination paper or
nomination certiticate is presented for filing, it is the
duty of the Secretary of the Commonwealth or the
county board of elections to examine it. The
document will not be fited if, among other things, it
contains material errors or defects on the face
thereof, or on the face of appended or accompanying

**NOTE: A judicial candidate or a candigdate for the
oftice of district justice or school director may file
nomination petitions for these offices in more than
one party.
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aftidavits; or if it contains material aiterations made
after signing without the consent of the signers; or if
it does not contain a sufficient number of signatures.
If a nomination document is found to be defective, it
is rejected and returned to the candldale with a
statement of the reasons for the rejection.’

DEADLINES FOLLOWING THE LAST DAY
TO FILE NOMINATION DOCUMENTS

Candidates with Similar Surnames: Not later than
five (5) days after the last day to file nomination
petitions, nomination papers, or certificates, a
candidate may make a written request to the county
board of elections to have his residence or occupa-
tion printed on the ballot label, under his name.
Permission to add this information may be granted
whenever two candidates for the same office have
the same or similar surnames.

Objections to a candidate’s petition or paper:
Seven (7) days after the last day to file is the last day
an which objections 1o nomination petitions or
nomination papers may be filed with the Court of
Common Pleas of the county in which the original
filing took place!' (Commonwealith Court is the court
ot jurisdiction for documents filed in Harrisburg.) The
objection may be filed by any registered voter of the
political district.

A handbook, How to Run for Political Office, ad-
vises: "Voters or candidates who become involved in
objection proceedings, either by filing them against
another candidate or by having objections filed
against them by others, should seek advice of ex-
perienced legal counsel. Both the laws and
procedures which govern objection proceedings are
complicated matters™.'?

The law requires that the court conduct a hearing
on the objections within ten {(10) days after the last
day for filing the original nomination documents, and
that, it possible, the coun decide the objections
within fifteen {(15) days."’

Withdrawal of Candidate Baiore a Primary: Any
candidate for nomination or election at a primary may
withdraw as a candidate by filing a signed and

" notarized request to withdraw in the same office in
which the candidate's original petition was filed. This
must be done before the close of business on the
fitteenth day following the last day for filing
nomination petitions.'?

No candidate may withdraw or rescind the with-
drawal notice,'* and no filing fee aiready paid will be
refunded.'*

9



CASTING OF LOTS The order in which can-
didates’' names appear within certain blocks on the
primary baliot is determined by the casting of lots.

immediately after the last day to tile nomination
petitions, the Secretary of the Comrnonweaith andfor
the county board ot elections shall announce the day,
time and place for the casting of lots.

The candidate may attend in person, or be
represented by a person designated by him in a
notarized letter of appointment, If the candidate or a
personal representative is not present, the lots will be
cast by a representative of the county board of
elections or by a representative of the Secretary of
the Commonweaith.'3

DEATH OF A CANDIDATE BEFORE THE
PRIMARY If a candidate dies after his nomination
petition is filed and before the printing of the primary
ballots, the original signers of the patition, or a
majority of them, may sign anothar petition
proposing a new candidate for the office. This new
petition shall have the same force and effect as the
original, The name of the new candidate shali be
substituted for that of the deceased candidate and
placed in the same relative bailot position.' s

If the name of a deceased candidate remains on
the printed ballot and this candidate wins, then no
candidate is considered to have won the primary
nomination, A vacancy exists which can be filled by a
substitute nomination.'”

1. 25P.S, §2867, 10. 25P.S. § 2965.
as amended. 11, 25P.S. §2937,
2. 25P.5. §2872. as amended.
3. 25P.5.§2873(b). 12. How To Run For
4. 25P.S. § 2868, Political Otfice. The
as amended. Committee of
5. 25P.S. § 2969, Seventy. Phila-
as amended. delphia, Pa., 1977,
6. 25P.S. § 2870, p.33.
as amended. 13. 25P.S. §2874.
7. 65P.S. § 211.225. 14, 25P.5. §2873(¢c).
8. §§ gr.r?. § dzggh 15. 25P.S. § 2875.
ended. 16. 25P.S. § 2877.
9. 25P.5. § 2936, 17. 25P.8, § 2882.
as amended,
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NOMINATION BY
POLITICAL BODIES

NOTE: Nominations of this kind should not be
confused with political party nominations made at
primaries as a resuit ot filing nomination petitions.

A political body is not a political party because
none of its candidates met the requirement of having
polled a certain percentage of the votes cast in the
preceding election.' (See Page 4).

GENERAL INFORMATION A political body
may nominate candidates for any public office by
filing nomination papers signed by a prescribed
number of qualitied electors.?

More than one candidate may be nominated by one
nomination paper, and candidates for more than one
oftice may be nominated by one nomination paper,
provided that the political body does not nominate
more candidates than there are offices to be voted
for, and that all the candidates are running within the
same political district.}

Nomination papers shall be in the form prescribed
by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, and no other
forms shall be used.

NAME OF POLITICAL BODY ANl nomination
papers must specity the name of the political body
which the candidate represents. The name shall
consist of not more than three (3) words. No word
may be used which is identical or similar to any
words used in the name of any existing political party
or any political body which has already filed
nomination papers for the same office or offices.*

COMMITTEE TO BE NAMED Al nomination
papers must contain the names and addresses of a
three to five (3-5) member Committee, authorized to
fill vacancies if they occur.*

CIRCULATION OF NOMINATION PAPERS
A political body may begin circulating nomination
papers after the tenth (10th) Tuesday before the
primary.®

The last day to file nomination papers is the second
Friday after the Primary. X
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If the nomination is for a state-wide oftice, the
minimum number of signatures required is two per-
cent (2%) of the largest entire vote cast for any
‘slected candidate in the last preceding election at
which state-wide candidates were voted for.

For other nominations, the -minimum number of
signatures required is two percent {2%) of the largest
vote cast for any candidate, except judge of a court of
record, elected at the last preceding election held in
the same political district. In no case shall the
number of required signatures be less than the
number required for nomination petitions for party
candidates{or the same office.’

All signers mus! be registered electors of the State
or of the political district in which the nomination is
made. An elector may sign ngmination papers for as
many candidates for that office as he could vote for
at the election.’

CANDIDATE'S AFFIDAVIT Each candidate
nominated by nomination papers must make an af-
fidavit stating, among other things, that his name has
not been presented as a candidate for any public
office by nomination petition, nomination certificate
or by other nomination papers and that he is not a
registared and enrolled member of a recognized
political party.*

FILING The procedures for fiting nomination
papers are the same as those for filing nomination
petitions? (See Page 8).

Each candigate nominated by a nomination paper
shall pay the same filing fee required for the filing of
a nomination petition for the same office, but in no
case shall the filing fee for nomination papers be less
than $5.00."°

1. 25P.5. §283Y; 8 25P.S.§211(b),
§ 2831, as amended. as amended.

2. 235P.S. §2911 (a) 7. P.5.§2911 (e}
§2911{b), 8. 25P.S. §2911(a);
as amended. §2913(@. -

3. 25P.5.§2911 (c). 9, 28P.S. §2914,

4, 25P5, §2912

5. 25P.S. §2913(b),
as amended.
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SUBSTITUTE NOMINATIONS

Any vacancy in any nomination by a politica! party
or a political body may be filled by filing a subatitute
nomination certiticate.’

VACANCIES RESULTING FROM WITH-
ORAWAL OF NOMINATED CANDIDATE
Any person who has been nominated by a poiitical
party at a primary or by a political body may withdraw
his name from nomination by a wrilten request,
signed by the candidate and notarized, and filed in
the same office in which the original petition or
papers were flled. Such withdrawals must be filed
at least eighty-five (85) days before the November
lection?

VACANCIES RESULTING FROM DEATH
OF NOMINATED CANDIDATE 1t the vacancy
in a nomination occurs because of the death of the
candidate, the substitute nomination certificate must
be accompanied by a properly certified death cer-
tificate.’

VACANCIES RESULTING FROM FAILURE
TO PAY FILING FEE OR FAILURE TO FILE
LOYALTY OATH At least eighty-five (85) days
before the day of the November election, candidates
nominated by write-in at a primary must pay a filing
tee and/or file a loyaltly oath. Failure to pay such fee
or file such oath within the time prescribed shalil
rasult in a vacancy in the party's nomination.*

SUBSTITUTE POLITICAL PARTY
NOMINATIONS The committee authorized by
" party rules to make substitute nominations liles a
substitute nomination certificate in the appropriate
office. This certificate must be accompanied by the
candidate's oath and filing fee, If applicable’ No per-
son shall be so nominated who has already been
nominated for the same office by any other political
party or political body?

SUBSTITUTE POLITICAL BODY
NOMINATIONS Tna committee of the political
body named in the original nomination paper may fill
any vacancy by filing a substitute nomination cer-
tificate in the appropriate office] This certificate
must be accompanied by the candidate’'s oath and
filing fee’

13



No person shail be so nominated who was a
candidate for nomination at the primary for any
public office to be filled at the November election,
whethaer or not actuaily nominated for such office, or
who has been nominated by any other political body
for any office to be tilled at the November election.”

FORM_ OF SUBSTITUTE NOMINATION
CERTIFICATE

Every substitute nomination certificate shalt be in
the form prescribed by the Secretary of the Com.
monwealth, and shall contain the fotlowing in-
formation:

a} The office and district, if any, for which it is
tiled;

b} The cause of the vacancy;

¢) The rule or rules of the political party appticable
to the nomination of a candidate to fill a vacancy;

d} That a quorum of the committee as provided by
the party rules, or a quorum of the committes named
by the political body, duly convened, the names of
those present at the meeting; and that these persons
are duly elected or appointed members of said
committee;

8) The name, residence and occupation of the can-
didate nominated at said meeting.

The certificate of nomination shall be signed by the
presiding officer and secretary of the committee, and
their signatures shall be notarized!

TIME FOR FILING SUBSTITUTE
NOMINATION CERTIFICATES

Withdrawal of Candidate: Seventy-five (75) cays
before the election.

Death of Candidate: Any time prlor to the day on
which the printing of ballots starts®

OBJECTION TO SUBSTITUTE NOMINA.
TIONS Objections to substitute nominations must
be ftled within three (3) days aﬂer the filing ‘of the
substitute nomination certiticate?

1. 25 P.S. § 2939; § 2940; 5. 25P.S. 52938,
§ 2958; § 2958, as amended
as amended. 8. 25P.S. § 2939,
2. 25P.S. §2938, 7. 25P.S. § 2940.
as amended. 8. 25P.S. § 2941 (a},
3. 25P.8. § 2940. as amended, (b).
4. 25P.S. §2938.1, 9. 25P.S. § 2942; § 2958.
as amended.
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SPECIAL ELECTIONSTO |
FILL VACANCIES

NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOR A
SPECIAL ELECTION in those cases where a
vacancy occurs in an elective public office and the
vacancy is required by the Constitution, statute, ora
Home Rule Charter to be filled by a special election,
and the vacancy occurs at a time when nominations
cannot be made at a primary, candidates shall be
nominated by poiitical parties by means of substitute
nomination certificates and by political bodies by
means of nomination papers.'

The chart on page 16 lists the different provisions
for holding special elections to fill vacancies.

OBJECTIONS TO NOMINATION CER-
TIFICATES AND NOMINATION PAPERS
FILED FOR A SPECIAL ELECTION ob-
‘jections to nomination documents filed for a special
election must be made within three (3) days after the
last day for filing the certificates or papers. Any
objections must state specifically the matters ob-
jected to.?

WITHDRAWAL OF CANDIDATES
NOMINATED FOR A SPECIAL ELECTION
Within three (3) days after the last day for filing, the
certificate or papers any person nominated as a
candidate for a special election by a political party or
a political body may withdraw his name from
nomination by a written request signed by him and
notarized, and filed in the same office where the
original nomination document was filed.’

SUBSTITUTE NOMINATIONS FOR A
VACANCY IN A NOMINATION FOR A
SPECIAL ELECTION :

Withdrawal of Candidate: The substitute
nomination certificate must be filed no later than
seven (7) days after the last day for filing the original
nomination document.*

Death of Candidate: If the vacancy is due to the
death of the candidate, the substitute nomination
certificate may be filed any time prior to the day on
which the printing of batlots begins.

15
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PROVISIONS FOR SPECIAL ELECTIONS TO FILL VACANCIES

VACANCY |N THE OFFICE OF:

United Slates Senator®

Representative in Cungress'

Senator o7 Representative
in the General Assembly'

Any elected Bosough and

2nd Class Township Qfficial;
Commissioners of 1st

Class Townships; town
councils or council presidents
of incorporated towns**

TO BE FILLED AT THE NEXT:

Generab or Municipal Election®

Primary or Municipal Election,
of ather day named in the writ®

Primary, Municipal or General
Edection, or other day named in the writ®

Municipal Election®®

WHICH DCCURS:

At least ninety (90) days
atter the happening of the
vacancy

Not less than sixty (60) days
alter the issuance of the wyit®

Not less than sixty (60) days
after the issuance of the writ®

More than sixty {§0) days
after the vacancy occurs

LAST DAY ON WHICH
CANDIDATES' DOCUMENTS
ARE TO BE FILED:

Siaty (60) days befoce
the special etection ®

Fitty {50) days belore
special election”

Fifty (50) days before
the special election”

Tenth (10th} TI.I!SdIl
before the Primary’

or
Fifty (50) days before
the November election’®



1

. Members of councils, legrslative

bodies of cities, boroughs
towns & townships which
mabke special prowsions in a
Home Rule Chartes'?

School Directoss, 20d-41h class*'?

lustice, Judge os Disiuict
Justice'

Primary, Municipal or Genesal
Election (1l Home Rule Charter
50 provides)’ 2

Municipa! Election*’3

Municipal Etechion'*

Within sixty (60) days
alter the issuance of the wit
of the happening of the uanq"

More than sinty (60) days
aller person was appomted
to (il vacaney'?

More than ten (10} months
after the vacancy occurs’*

Fittesn (15) days after
tssuance of the writ’

Tenth (10th) T
before the? Ml

Fifty (Sﬂ)am belors
the November election’ *

Tenth (10th) 1
belore the Primary Ml

*I1 the vacancy enssis betoce Ibe turteenih 4 3ik) Tuesday betore the munxipal prumary. the names of candidates b agaunalion by 3 poului paity will be placed om the pua.

10. 25P.5.§2754.

11. 25P.S. § 2953,
as amended.

12. 25P.8.§2778.1,
as amended.

13. 24P.5.§3-215,
as amended.

ballol by pelitwon. 10

1. 25P.S.§2776,
as amended;
g 2778, as amended;

2778.1, as amendad.
2. 25P.5.§2782; § 2785;

§ 2956; § 2959.
3. 25P.5.§2783;
2957 (a).
4. 25P5.§2784;
§2958.

5. 25P.5.§2776,

as amended.

. 25P.S.§2777,

as amended.

. 25P.5.§2779,

as amended.

as amended.

6
7
8. 25P.5. §2778,
9. 53 P.S. § 45901,

as amended;

14. PA Const,,
13 (b).

§ 55530, as amendad;
§ 65420, as amended.
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PARTY OFFICERS,
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
AND DELEGATES

STATE COMMITTEE The Election Code
provides that each political party in the Stateshall be
governed by a State Committee 1o be ¢chosan in such
manner and for such term of office as party rules may
provide. Currently, members of State Committees are
elected at the General Primary for a term of two
yesars, Members of the State Committee must hoid
their organization meeting not later than tha sixth
(6th) Wedmesday following their election, at a time
and p‘lace designated by the State Chairman of the

Y.

The State Committee may make rules for the
government of the party which are not inconsistent
with State law. No party rules are effective until a
certified copy is filed wuth the otfice of the Secretary
of the Commonwealth,’

On or before the thirteenth (13th) Tuesday
preceding the General Primary, the Chairman of the
State Committes of each political party must file with
the Secretary of the Commonwealth and the
respective county boards of election, written notice
of those party officers, delegates and ailternate
delegates who are 1o be. elected in the Statei in the
county or in a political district within a county.

COUNTY COMMITTEE The county committee
of each party makes rules for the government of the
party in the county. Local party officers and district
committee members are eiected at the General
Primary |n accordance with the provisions of the
party ruies’ The county chairmen certify 10 the countx
board of elections the local party offices to be filled:

The Democratic Party rules of Allegheny County
provide for the election of one County Committee Maie
Member and one County Committee Female Membr
from each election district within the county.

The Republican Party rules of Allegheny County
provide for the election of one County Committaeman
and one County Committeewoman from each election
district in the county.
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DELEGATES & ALTERNATE DELEGATES
TO NATIONAL CONVENTIONS The national
party determines the number of delegates and
alternate delegates for each state, The ap-
portionment, seiection or election of delegates and
altem.ata delegates is- determined by State party
rules,

It the party rules provide that a candidats for
delegate or alternate delegate to a national con-
vention may pledge support to a presidantial can-
didate, a notation of this committment is printed on
the baliot’ The presidential candidate must give
notice to the Secretary of the Commonwaealth that he
is a candidate for nomination to President ot the
United States and that he authorizes delegates and
alternate delegates to pledge their support and
commit themselves to him. Nomination petitions for
delegates committed to particular presidential
candidates are imprintad with the Seal of the
Secretary of the Commonwealth and may only be
obtained from the presidential candidate or a duly
authorized reprasentative.’

If a candidate for deiegate or alternate delegate
wishas o pledge support to a particuiar presidential
candidate, each page of the nomination petition must
carry an affidavit to this effect, and the candidate's
affidavit must state that this pledge was affixed to
each sheat of the patition prior to its circulation? Ita
candidate files this affidavit, the phrase: 'Committed
to {name of presidential candidate)” appears on the
ballot after or under tha candidate's name. If the
candidate does not include an affidavit of com-
mitiment, the word “uncommitted” appears on the
ballot.'®

1. 25P.5. § 2834, 6. 25P.8. §2838.1,

as amended. as amended.

2 25P.S.§2884, T. 25 P.S. §2839.1 (a),
as amanded. as amended.

3. 25P.S. §2837. 8. 25 P.S.§2839.1

4. Ruies governing the (b & c), as amended.
Democratic Party of 9. 25P.S. § 2870,
Allegheny County, as amended.
adopted January 30, 10. 25P.S. § 2871,
1982. as amended.

3. Rules governing the
Republican Party of
Allegheny County,
adoptad July 7. 1982,
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RETURNS & CERTIFICATIONS

THE RETURN BOARD At 9:00 A.M. on the third
day following the primary or election the county
board of alections convenes the Return Board to
compute and canvass the returns of the votes cast.
The Resturn Board clerks compare the numbers
credited 1o each candidate on the return sheets
prepared by the district election boards, with the
proof sheets from each voting machine used in the
election districts, i the numbers do not agree, the
return sheets are corrected to agree wlth the num-
bers on the voting machine proof sheet.?

Upon completion ot the computation and can-
vassing of the returns, the figures tor the entire
county are tabulated and the members of the board of
elections sign, announce and attest the tabulation as
the Preliminary Caertification, Five {5) days later, if no
petition to recount or recanvass has been filed, the
members of the board of elections sign the Fmal
Cartification of election returns,’

WRITE-IN VOTES The Return Board shall can-
vass and compute all votes cast on write-in rolls at
any primary or election. However, no write-in votas
for a nomination are certified uniess the total number
of votes cast for the person is greater or equal to the
number of signatures required on a nomination
petition for that particular office.*

A person nominated or elected by write-in vote
must claim the nomination or election. The claim
must be accompanied by a loyalty oath and/or a tiling
fee, if either or both would have been required when
flling a regular nomination petition for that particular
office. If the nomination is not claimed at lgast
eighty-five (BS) days prior to the election, the
nomination is deciared vacant



PETITIONS TO CUMULATE VOTES
Who may fila?:

1) A person for whom write-in votes have been cast
under different names at a primary or glection may, at
any time batore the Final Certitication, file a petition
with the Return Board for an order to cumulate the
votes for the petitioner®

2) A person who has been nominated at a primary
by more than one party for the same office under
different names may, at any time not later than five (5}
days after Final Certitication, file a petition with the
Court of Common Pleas for an order declaring that
the petitioner, by his true name, is the person who
was nominated.’

Notice of the filing of petitions to cumulate and the
date of the scheduled hearing must be given to the
county board of elections and to all other candldates
who appear to have been nominated for that office.

Who may not tHle?: A candidate for public ottice
whose name is printed more than once on the
November ballot for the same office, is not entitled to
have cumulated the votes cast after such different
names.”

TIE VOTES

‘For Judge & Inspector of Election: If there is a tie
vote for the office ot judge of election, the majority
inspector decides the tie. If there is a tie vote far the
inspectors, the two candidates determine by lot
which is to be the majority inspector, and the other
candidate becomes the minorily inspector.’

For All Other OHlces: If there is a tie vote, the
candidates cast lots betfore the county board or
before the Secretary of the Commonwealth as the
case may be, at 12 noon on the third (3rd) Friday after
the primary or'election. If the fact of the tie is not
known by the preceding Wednesday, then the casting
of lots takes place at 12 noon on the second (2nd) day
after the determination is made that a tie exists.”

CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION AND
COMMISSIONS Following an election, the
Governor issues certificates of election to United
States Senators and Representatives in Congress'®
and to Presidential Electors.!' The Governor issues
commissions to judges of courts of record, the
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Lieutenant Governor, Auditor General, State
Treasurer and Attorney General,'? district justices,*
prothonotaries, clerks ot court, recordars of deeds,
registers of wills and any other county officer
required {0 be commiasianed by the Governor.'

The Secretary of the Commonwealth issues cer-
tificates of election to those persons elected
Senators and Representatives in the General
Assembly'* delegates and alternate delegates to
party conventions, and to those in each party elecled
to the National Committee or State Committee.'*

The county board of elections issues certificates
of election for ail county, municipal, schooil dislrlcl
and election ofhces and for all local party offices.'®

“Every person elected to the office of district justice
shail give notice in writing to the prothonotary of the
Court of Common Pleas of the proper county, if he
intends to accept said oftice. The prothonotary shall
immaediately notify the Secretary of the Com-
monwealith of the candidate’s acceptance and the
Governor then issues the commission.'’

. 25P.5.§3154 (a), 9. 25P.8,

-

S. § 3168.

as amanded. 10. 25P.S. § 3163,
2, 25P.5.§3154 (d-2). 11. 25P.S. § 31686.
3. 25P.5. §3154(f). 12, 25P.5. § 3165.
4. 25P.5.§ 3155, 13. 25P.S. § 3160(b).

as amended. 14. 25P.5.§ 3164,
5. 25P.5.§2938.1, 15. 25P.8. § 3161,

as amended. 18. gsai:é%(g)MSMf);
L i 17. 42P.5.§3111:3118.
8. 25P.5.§2673.
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ELECTION OF THE
PRESIDENT AND THE
VICE PRESIDENT

The President and the Vice President of the United
States are not elected directly by the people, but by
Presidential Electors, who elect the President and
Vice President in the manner prescribed by the
Federal Constitution.'

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS The Federal
Constitution provides that "each State shall appoint
in such manner as the Legislature thereof may direct,
a number of Electors equal to the whole number of
Senatzis and Reprogentatives to which the State may
be enlitled in Congress; but no Senator or
Represcntative or parson holding an office of trust or
profit under the United States shall be appointed an
Elector,”™

NOMINATION OF ELECTORS within thirty
(30) days of nomination by the party’'s national
convention, the nominee for the office of President of
the United States names as many persons to be
candidates for the office of Presidential Elector as
the State is entitled to. It for any reason, the
Presidential nominee fails or is unabte to make the
nominations within the time provided, the nominee
for the office of Vice President makes the
nominations as soon as pessible. The names of the
nominees are cenlfled to the Secretary of the
Commonweaith.?

ELECTION OF ELECTORS The Pennsyivania
Legislature has provuded that Presidential Electors
are to be elected? Therefore, the voters of this State
elect the Presidential Electors and they, in turn, cast
the State's electoral vote for President and Vice
President.
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The Election Code provides that tha names of the
nomineas for Presidantial Elector are not printed on
tha bailot, but the names of the political parties’ and
poiitical bodies' candidates for President and Vice
Prasident are printed together in pairs under the title
“Presidential Electors”. All ballots marked for the
candidates for President and Vice President of a
party or political body shall be counted as votes for
each candidate for Presidential Elector of such party
of potitical body.*

MEETING OF THE ELECTORAL COL-
LEGE The persons elected to the office of Presi-
dential Elector in Pennsylvania meet at the State
Capitol at 12 o’clock noon on the first Monday after
the secand Wednesday in December® following their
elaction. The Presidential Electors vote by uailot for
Pregident and Vice President, one of whom, at least,
shall not be an inhabitant of the same state as
themselves. They make distinct lists of the persons
voted for as President and of persons voted for as
Vice President, and the number of votes for each.
They sign and certify and transmit these lists, sealed,
to the President of the Uniled States Senate” Al
noon on the 3rd day of January, the President of the
Senate, in the presence of the Senate and the House
of Representatives, opens the certificates from all of
the States and the votes are then counted.’

1. U.S.Const, Art. lI, 5. 25P.S. § 3192,
§1,Clause 2, 8. U.S. Const,,

2. 25P.5.52878. 12th Amendment.

3. 25P5.§311, 7. U.S.Conat.,

4. 25P.5.5§ 2963 (c). 20th Amendment.
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REFERENDA

The Pennsylvania Constitution defines a
referendum as "“approval of a guestion placed on the
bailot, by initiative or otherwise, by a majority vote of
the electors voting thereon.”' Pennsylvania has no
general constitutional or statuatory provision for
initiative and referendum. Various Acts of Assembly
authorize referenda on certain topics and describe
the procedure and requirements to be complied with.
A booklet prepared by the Pennsylvania Department
of Community Affairs, Citizen Referenda in Local
Government,? provides citizens and local officials
with a comptete listing of local matters on which
referenda are authorized by Pennsylvania law.

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS A
propaosed amendment to the Pennsylvania Con-
stitution must be passed by beth the Senate and the
House of Representatives, and published three (3)
months before the next general election in at least
two newspapers in every county in which newspapers
are published. The same proposed amendment must
then be passed by the next elected General
Assembly, and published again. At least three (3)
months after its second passage, the amendment
can be submitted to the quaiified electors of the
State for approval.}

Proposed emergency amendments must be agreed
to by at least two-thirds {2/3) of the members elected
to the Senate and the House of Representatives, and
promptly published in al leasl two newspapers in
aevery county in which newspapers are published. At
least one (1) month after its passage by the General
Assembly, the amendment can be submitted to the
voters*

Before the primary or election, the Secretary of the
Commonwealth prepares a brief version of the
constitutional amendment to be printed on the
ballot.} -
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HOME RULE CHARTER AND OPTIONAL
PLANS LAW Since the General Assembly enacted
the Home Rula Charter and Optional Plans Law! Act
62, in 1972, the referenda issues most often
presented to Pennsgylvania voters have been the ones
Lconcerning the formation of a Government Study
Commission and the approval of the Commission's
findings.

Act 62 gives municipalities the right and power to
adopt homa rule charters or to adopt one of several
optional plans of government. The first issue for voter
approval is whether or not to establish a Government
Study Commission. This question may be placed on
the ballot either by ordinance of the municipal body,
or by initiative proceedings. The drafter of the or-
dinance or petition must specify how many Study
Commission members are to be elected (7, 9, or 11)
and must alsc specity whether the Study Com-
mission is to study the advisability of adopting an
optional form of government, a home rule charter, or
both. Candidates for the office of Government Study
Commissioner run at the same time the question on
whether or not to establish such a Commission is
presented to the voters. Regardless of how a voter
votes on the referendum issue, he is still antitled to
vote for members of the Government Study Com-
migsion. If the question fails to pass, no com.
missioner is elected.

If the question passes, the Study Commission
undertakes its study of the existing form of govern-
ment of the municipality, and issues a report. If the
report advises the adoption of a Home Rule Charter
or an optional form of government, the question of
approval of the proposed charter or the proposed
optional form is submitted to the voters for final
approval.

1. PA Const,, Art. IX, § 14. 3. PAConst., Art. XI,§1.

2. Citizen Referenda in 4. PA Const,, Art. XI, § 1 (a).
Local Government. 5. 25P.5.§2755; § 2944,
Commonwealth of as amended.
Pennsylvania, 6. 53PS. §1-102
Department of

Community Attairs,
Harrisburg, PA
April, 1977,
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HATCH ACT

A Federal Law commonly known as the '"Haich
Act™ restricts the pofitical activities of Federal
employees of the executive branch of the Federal
Government, and of State and local government
employees engaged in any activity financed wholly or
in part by Federal funds. The Hatch Act was amended
by the Federal Election Campaign Amendments Act
of 19742

FEDERAL EMPLOYEES

The restrictions as to Federal Employees remain
unchanged, and provide as follows:

“It shal be unlawful for any person empioyed in
the executive branch of the Federal Government, or
any agency or department thereof, to use his official
authority or intluence for the purpose of interfering
with an election or affecting the result thereof. No
officer or employee in the executive branch of the
Federat Government, or any agency or department
thereof, shall take any active part in political
management or in political campaigns, All such
persons shall retain the right to vote as they choose
and to exprass their opinion on all political subjects
and candidates. The term “officer’ or “"employee”
shail not be construed to include: (1) the President
and Vice President of the United States; (2) persons
whose compensation is paid from the appropriation
tor the office of the President; (3) heads and assistant
heads of executive departments; (4) ofticers who are
appointed by the President, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate, and who determine
policies to be pursued by the United States in its
ralations with foreign powers or in the Nation-wide
administration of Federal Laws.”

STATE AND LOCAL EMPLOYEES OF
FEDERALLY FUNDED PROGRAMS A state
or local employee engaged in any activity financed
wholly or in part by Federal funds

MAY NOT

1) Use his official autharity or influence for the
purpose of interfering with or affecting the result of
an election or a nomination for office; or

2) Directly or indirectly coerce, -attempt to coerce,
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command, or advise a state or local employee 1o pay,
lend, or contribute anything of value to a party,
committee, organization, agency, or person for
pofiticai purposes; or

J) Bea candidate for elective oftice.

These employees MAY

1) Serve as an officer of a political party, a member
of a National, State or local committes of a political
party, an officer or ' member of a committee of a
partisan political club;

2) Organize or reorganize a opolitical party,
organization, or political ¢club;

3) Organize and sell tickets to, promote, or actively
participate in a fund-raising activity of a partisan
candidate, political party, or political club;

4) Take an active part in managing the political
campaign of a partisan candidate {or public oftice or
political party otfice;

5) Solicit votes in support of or in opposition to a
partisan candidate for public office or political party
office;

6) Act as watcher at the polls on behalf of a
political party or partisan candidate;

7) Drive voters to the polis on behalf of a political
party or partisan candidate;

8) Endorse or oppose a partisan candidate for
public office or political party office in a political
advertisement, a broadcast, campaign literature, or
similar material;

9) Serve as a delegate, alternate, or proxy to a
political party convention;

10) Address a convention, caucus, rally, or similar
gathering ot a politicai party in support ot or in op-
position to a partisan candidate for public office or
political party office;

11) initiate or circulate a partisan nominating
petition,

Anyone who is unsure about whather a certain
poiitical activity is permitted or prohibited under the
Hatch Act, is advised to consult with their immediate
supervisor.

1. Title 5, United States 2. Federal Election
Code. Government Campaign Act
Organization and Amendments of
Employees. 1974. P.L. 93-443.
§ 1501-1508.
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REGISTRATION

Na person is entitled to vote unless registered.

ELIGIBILITY" Voters are eligible to register if:

1) They are citizens of the United States. If
naturalized, they must have been a citizen for at least
thirty (30) days.

2) They have resided in Allegheny County at least
thirty (30) days immediately preceding the next
primary or election. )

3) They will be 18 years of age on or before the day
after the next primary election.*

HOW TO REGISTER

In Person: A person may regisier to vote by ap-
pearing at the office of the Allegheny County
Registration Commission, 604 County Office
Buiiding, or at any field registration site?

By Mail: Registration By Mail forms are available at
Municipal 8uildings, Public Libraries and State
Liquor Stores, These forms may be used to record an
original registration, a ¢change of address, change of
name, change of party, or request for reinstatement.’

WHEN TO REGISTER Registration is closed the
thirty (30) days prior to each primary and election, and
remains closed until tive (5} days after a primary and
thirty (30) days after an election! Registration By
Mail forms must be received in the office of the
Registration Commission on or before the iast day to
register at tha close of normal hoyrs, Forms received
during the time that voter registration is closed are
accepted, but are not processed unti after
registration re-opens.

PARTY ENROLLMENT A voter may or may not
choose to be affiliated with a political party. However,
only voters enrolled as members of'a recognized
political party may vote the ballot of that party at a
primary.*

ASSISTANCE IN VOTING n orger to receive
assistance in voting, the voter must declare that
because of illiteracy he is unable to read the names
on the ballot, or that he has a physical disability
which renders him unable to see or t0 operate the
voting machine. The need for assistance and the
* Note: A voter becomes of age the day betore his
18th birthday.
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exact nature of the disability must be noted on the
voter's permanent registration card.?

A voter who, since the time of original registration,
suffers a physical disability which renders him
unable to see or to operate the voting machine, must
personally make application for assistance to the
Registration Commussnon at teast seven days belore
aprimary or election®

PERMANENT REGISTRATION Once a voter
registers in Allegheny County his registration status
is permanent. The registration card remains in the
“active” file unless and until the registration is
suspended, in which case the registration card is
transferred to the “inactive™ file.

A voter's registration is suspended for the
tollowing reasons:

1} Failure to vote for two (2) immediately preceding
calender years;

2) Failure to notity the Registration Commission
of achange of address.

A voter may reactivate his registration by filing a
reinstatement card or letter, signed by the voter
himself. If several members of a family wish to be
reinstated, each member must sign individually.’

VOTERS WHO MOVE WITHIN THIRTY (30)
DAYS OF ELECTION Registered voters who
move from one election district to another district in
Pennsylvania within the thirty (30) days immediately
preceding a primary or electlon may return to their
former election district to vote ®

. D. CARDS Newly registered volers are mailed a
wallet-sized Voter L. D. card? This card need not be
produced at the pools on election day. A duplicate
card may be obtained for $1.00.

REGISTRATION OF FEDERAL AND
STATE EMPLOYEES 1 a person is employed by
the State or Federal government and is thereby
required to be absent from his home election district,
the voler and the voter's spouse shall be considered
registered voters of the election district where they
resided immediately before entering government
service. All persons who register in this manner must
produce a certificate from the head of the proper
department, division, board, commission or office
setting forth the facts of employment.'®
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FEDERAL VOTING RIGHTS in 1970, Congress
extended the voting franchise for the office of
President and Vice President by 1) abolishing
durational residency requirements as a pre-condition
to voting for these offices; and 2) by establishing
nationai, uniform standards about absentee
registration and absentee balloting in. Presidential
elections.' |

FEDERAL OVERSEAS CITIZENS VOTING
RIGHTS ACT OF 1975 The general purpose of
this Act is lo assure the right of a U.S. citizen residing
outside the United States to vote in Federal elections
in the State of last residence and to adopt! uniform
absentee registration and voting procedures to cover
these overseas citizens in Federal elections.'? These
Federal electors are eligible to vote by absentee
baliot for all Federal offices, including delegate and
alternate delegate to national conventions, in all
primaries and elections.'?

RESIDENCE OF COLLEGE STUDENTS
FOR VOTING PURPOSES In a 1971 opinion,
the Attorney General of Pennsyivania ruled that
college students are permitted to register to vote in
the locality at which they are attending a college or
university. Furthermore, students must be given the
option of registering and voting from their family
residence orregistering and voting in the locality in
which they are attending a college or university,
provided that the student ‘qualifies under the thirty
(30) day durational Pennsylvania residency
requirement.'*

1. 25P.8.§951-19, 10. 25P.8. §951-18(g).
as amended; § 2811, 11. Federal Voting
ag amended. Rights Act Amend-
2. 25P.5.5951-16 (a), ments of 1970. P.L.
as amended. 91-285.
3.°25P.5.§951-17.1, 12. Federal Overseas
as amended. . Citizens Voting
4, 25P.5.§951-171 Rights Act of 1975.
((a)(5)), P.L.94-203.
- asamended. ' 13. Directive of the
5. 25P.5. §3058. Secretary of the
6. 25P.5, §951.28(c). Commonwealth of
7. 25P.5.§951-17.1 Pennsylvania, Letter
[{ak(1)], as amended; of March 18, 1976.
§951-38, as amended. 14, Attorney General of
8. 25P.5.52811(3), Pennsylvania,
as amended. Opinion of
- 9, 25P.5.§95118(f), September 10, 1971.
as amended.
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ABSENTEE VOTING
ELIGIBILITY OF ABSENTEE VOTING As a

general rule, the same eligibility exists for an
absentes voter as for a polling place voter, i.e. must
be a constitutionally qualified elector and must be
registered.

HOW TO APPLY FOR AN ABSENTEE
BALLOT The election code sets forth the steps
required to apply for an absentes ballot. These
requirements ditfer, depending on the category of the
voler. See chart next page.

DEADLINES FOR CIVILIAN APPLI-
CATIONS FOR ABSENTEE BALLOTS The
first day to file a civilian application for an absentee
baltot is fifty (50) days before the primary or election,
However, requests tor an application will be accepted
prior to the fiftieth (50th) day.

The last day to file an application for an absentee
ballet is 5 p.m. on the Tuesday immediately
preceding the primary or election.?®

EMERGENCY APPLICATIONS 1t an
emergency arises (unexpected illness or an unex-
pected trip} after the deadline of 5 p.m. on the
Tuesday immediately preceding the primary or
election, an Emergency Application may be obtained
trom the Department of Elections either in person, by
mail or by messenger. The fact of the emergency
must be attested to by the applicant before a Notary
Public. The emergancy application provisions apply
until 5 p.m. on the Friday before the primary or
election.’®

DEADLINE FOR RECEIVING THE COM-
PLETED ABSENTEE BALLOT in order to be
counted, the completed absenlee ballot must be
received in the office of the Department of Elections
by 5 p.m. on the Friday immediately preceding the
primary or election?’

CHALLENGING OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS
AT THE POLLS Absentee ballots may be
chdllenged for one of the following reasons:

1) Death of the absentee voter prior to the opening
of the polls;
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2) In like manner and !{or the same cause as an
absentee voter could have been challenged had he
presented himsalt at the polling place;

3) That the absentee voter was within the county
of residence during the period that the polls were
open (Exception: A Mllitary elector or a sick or
disabled voter);

4) That the absentee voter claiming sickness or
disability was able to appear personaily at the polis
during the period that the polls were open.??

CHALLENGER DEPOSIT A deposit of ten
doilars {$10.00) must be submitied by the challenger
for each absentee ballot challenged at the polls or
each absentee ballot application chalienged at the
Department ot Elections. This deposit must be made
in cash.?? A judge or inspector of election may
chailenge an absentee ballot at the polls without
depasiting the challenge tee; however, such election
officer should fill out the challenge affidavit.?*

1. 25P.S. § 2602 t); 13, 25P.5.§3146.1 (k),
§ 2602 (w), as amended.
as amended; 14, 25P.S, §3146.2(2),
§ 3146.1, as amended. as amended.

2 25P85.§3148.1 (a), 15. 25P.S. §3146.2 (1)
as amended. & (g), as amended.

3. 25P5.§3146.2 16. 25P.5, §3148.2(g),
{a) & (b}, as amended. as amended,

4, 25P.5.§ 3146.2(c), 17. Attorney General of
as amended. Pennsylvania,

5 25PS.§3148.2(a), Oginion of July 12,
as amended. 1973,

6. 25P.S. § 3146.1{bKN), 18. Attorney General of
as amended. Pennsylvania,

7. 5P85.§3146.2 (), Opinion of
as amended. Septemober 11, 1974,

8. 25P.S. §3146.1 (i), 19. 25P.5.5§3146.2
as amended. {(2He. ).

9. 25P.5.§3146.2(a), 20. 25P.5.§3146.2a,
as amended. as amaended.

10. 25P.5. § 3146.1 (), 21, 25P.S, §3146.64(a),
as amended. as amended.

11, 25P.S.§3148.2{(e)(1)], 22. 25P.5.§31468(d) &
as amended; {e}, as amended,
§3146.2[{2) (e.2)], 23, 25P.5.§53146.8 (f),
as amended. as amended.

12 25P.5.§3146.2a, 24, 25P.5. §13523.
as amended.
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PROVISIONS FOR ABSENTEE VOTING
MILITARY, FEDERAL SERVICE OR VETERAN ABSENTEE BALLOTS

MUST BE APPLICATION
CATEGORY REGISTERED? WHAT APPLICATION FORM? FILED BY: DEADLINES APPLY?
Military? No? Official Military Self, or No*®
' Application gr adult member
Federal form® of immediate
famity*
Federal Yes® Oificlal Military Self’ No*®
Service Application or
Emptoyee**® Federal Form®
Veleran, No® Personally signed Self? No*?
Hospitalized application’
Qutside County

of Residence®

CIVILIAN ABSENTEE BALLOTS

MUST BE APPLICATION
CATEGORY REGISTERED? APPLICATION FILED BY: DEADLINES APPLY?
Absent from County'® ves'® Sel"! Yes'?
Physically Sick Yes'? Selt, furnish name, office Yes'?
or Disabled***"? address and phone number of

attending physician.



5S¢

Patient in Public Yes, at ofticial Sell, turnish name, olfice Yes

Institulion'® . residence prior address and phone number

to admission to ol atlending physician.

institution'
Patient in Mental Yes, may claim Self, furnish name, oflice Yes'?
institution®’ Institution as address and phane number

place of residence’’ of altending physician.
Non-Felons : Yes, at Sen"! Yes'?
Confined in Penal official resi-
Institutions'* dence prior tor

incarceration’

*Although there is no deadiine to apply, the absenlee ballot must be returned by 5 p.m. on the Friday before th
primary or election.
*“Electors (oulside of county of residence} who are:
(a) members of Merchant Marine;
(b) serving with religious or welfare groups attached to Armed Forces;
(c) civilian employess of the United Stales Government oulside of the lerritorial limits of the U.S.;
(d) spouses and dependents residing wilh the foregoing; and,
(e} spouses and dependents residing with military electors.

***Those voters who are chionically sick or disabled may lile with the Department of Elections a “Permanent Disabilit
Form,” signed by their physician. The Depariment will then maif an absentee ballol applicalion to such elector prio
Lo each primary or eleclion, and this applicalion does nol have (o be allested to by a physician or a neighbor. Th
elector must renew Lhis Dlsabmly Form every two years.'”



" OFFICES TO BE ELECTED IN THE FOUR YEAR ELECTION CYCLE

GENERAL ELECTION
EVER NUMBERED
YEAR

MUNICIPAL ELECTION
000 NUMBERED
YEAR

GEXERAL ELECTION
EVEN NUMBERED
YEAR

MUNICIPAL ELECTION
0DD NUMBERED
YEAR

FEDERAL

President and
Vice President

Representative®
in Congress

U.S. Senator t

Represeniative*
in Congress

U.5. Senalor t

STATE

Justice,t Supreme
Court

Tieasurer, Audiloi
General, Altoney
General

Senalor in the
General Assembly
Representative” n
the General Assembly

Justice, t Supreme
Court

Judge, | Supenor and
Commonweallh Courls

Judge.§ Courtol
Common Pleas
Distnct Justicet

Justice $ Supreme
Court

Goveinor-

L1. Governor

Senator in the
General Assembly
Aeptesentative” in
the General Assembly

Justice,} Supreme
Court

Judge,§ Supenor and
Commonweaith Courls
Judge $ Court ol
Common Pleas

Disinct Justicet

COUNTY

Sherifl
Cotoner
Jury Commissioner

Commissioner  Reglster of Wills
Controlier Prolhonotal
District Attorney Recordar of Deeds
Treasurer Clerk of Gourts

MUNICIPAL'

Mayor

Council: cies and
boroughs
Commissioner: 1st
class lownships

Supervisor]: 2nd class
townships

Council: citias and
boroughs
Commissioner: 1st
class townships,

Supervisort: 2nd class
lownships
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Conlrotler: 3rd class
cities, some boroughs
and 1ownships

Treasurer

Tax Collaciov
Auditorf
School Direclor
Caonsiabls *

Neighborhood Advisory

Boards® (Piltsburgh}

Controlter: Pitisburgh,
some boroughs an
townships

Treasuser: Ird class
cilles

Auditory
School Director
Constable !

Neighborhood Advisory
Boards* {Piltsburgh)

ELECTION Judgea of Elacilon
DISTRICT Malority inspector
Minosity Inspactor
ELECTED Delagates 1o Natlonal
IN PRIMARY Party Conventlon {no lerm)-
STATE Party Committee* Parly Committee”
ELECTION Commitlae Membars:® One man, Committes Members:* One man,
] [_)I_STRICT one woman fiom each party 600 woman l'rorn each party

KEY: *2yearierm, I'G- yoar larm, § 10 year tarm . Unless clherwise specllled, the term ia 4 years.

1. For Homea Rule municipatities, consull the Home Rule Charter for information on oflicials 1o be elected and their

1erms ol oflice.

2 Gonstables ara ollicers of tha Courl; not municipal ofticers.



