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TO VOTE IN PENNSYLVANIA, 
YOU MUST BE REGISTERED 

You may register if: 

- You have been a U.S. Citizen for at least 30 days 
preceding the election 

- You will be at least 18 on the day after the 
election 

- You have lived in your election district at lesst 30 
days preceding the election (If you are a 
registered Pennsylvania voter who has moved 
with the 30 day period prior to the election you 
may yote in your old district) You must re-register 
if: 

- You have not voted during the preceding 2 years 
- You have changed your party affiliation 
- You have moved out of the election district in 

which you voted previously. 

Register in person at your County Court House or 
through mail registration forms which are available 
throughout the Commonwealth. When registering. 
you must state your party affiliation if you wish to 
Yote for party candidates in a primary election. 

HOW TO REGISTER BY MAIL 

Obtain an official mail registration application. 
You will find applications at the County Court 
House. many post offices. state stores. public 
libraries. party committees. the League of 
Women Voters and other various public offices. 
Read the instructions very carefully and complete 
the application in its entirety, 
Seal the application and drop it in the mail - it's 
postage free. 
The County Board of Elections will send you a 
notice that your application has been received 
and is being processed. If you do not receive the 
notice within ten days from the date the 
application is sent. contact your County Board of 
Elections. 
When the County Board of Elections accepts your 
application. they will then send you a wallet size 
voters identification card. 

********** 



ABSENTEE VOTING 

Absentee voting is provided by law in 
Pennsylvania for certain voters (see chart below). 
Contact your county board of elections to find out 
where you can obtain an official absentee ballot 
application. Upon completion of the application you 
should deliver it to the county board. If approved, the 
county will send you an official absentee ballot. 

Make sure you apply in plenty of time because 
state law provides that ALL BALLOTS MUST BE 
VOTED AND RETURNED TO THE COUNTY BOARDS 
OF ELECTIONS BY 5 PM ON THE FRIDAY BEFORE 
THE ELECTION. ANY BALLOTS RECEIVED AFTER 5 
PM FRIOAY BUT BEFORE THE CLOSING OF THE 
POLLS ON ELECTION DAY WILL BE COUNTED FOR 
FEOERAL OFFICES ONLY. 

AIIunti. Votil!lg 
Must EI,ctDr 

C.tqo,ies be Registertd? 

1. Military Electors N, 

In addition to regular application procedures and 
deadlines, any elector who after the Tuesday prior to 
the election becomes physically ill or disabled or is 
called out of the county because of business. 
occupation or duties may apply for an absentee 
ballot by executing an Emergency Application up 
until 5 PM on the Friday before the election. 

Application procedures and deadlines differ for 
various absentee voters. Please refer to the chart 
below for additional infonnation. Keep in mind that 
there are several other classes of electors such as 
those confined in mental institutions. penal 
institutions and public nursing homes for which 
special provisions apply. For more information on the 
voting rights of these electors. contact your county 
board of elections. 

D.ldline to, ballot 
Ipplicltion to be 
filed ComllllDts 

No dudline Althoullh Ihm is no dlldline 10 apply, 
lh, .bsent .. ballot must b, Illumed 
by 5 PM on Ihe Friday before erection 

2. Electors (outside 01 county of rnidence) Yes, however. normal registration No deadline Allhough thlr, is no deadlinlto apply. 
who are: deadlines do nol apply. May register the ,bnntal ballot must b, returned 
(.( members of Merchant Marine concurrently with vOlinll. by 5 PM on Ihe Friday before eleclian 

(b( serving within religious or welfare groups 
allached 10 Armed Farces 

(,J civilian employees of Ihe United States 
Government outside of the territorial 
limils of the U. S. 

(dJ spouses and dependents residing 
with the foregoing. and. 

(.( spouses and dependents residing 
with mililary el,clors 

3. Hospitalized veterln (outside county 01 residence) N, No deadline Although there is no deadline 10 apply. 
th' absentee ballot must ba relurnld 
by 5 PM on the Friday beloll election 

•• Civilians outside county of lesidente because y" 5 PM Tuesday May obtain absentee ballot by 
of occupations. business or duties and their prior to election submilling to your cowty a 
spouses and dependents who accompany them written request conlaining name. 

voting residence and signatur, 

5. Electors who are physically ill or disabled y" 5 PM Tuesday - Application must have 
prior to election supporting declaration ,I attending 

physician or. if none. bv an unrelated 
elector 

- May apply to county to ge' on I 
permanently disabled ,Ieclors list in 
which cue '" abunt .. bellot 
application is sent automatically 10 
.'eclor ,,' physicians supporting 
declaration iI needed only once every 
two vears. 



VOTING PROCEDURES 

Once you are registered follow these procedures 
when you go to the polls to cast your vote: 

At ,every primary and general election. upon 
entering the polling place, you will first sign a voter's 
certificate. After placing your name and address on 
the certificate. you will then hand it to the election 
officer in charge of the district register. That officer 
will then compare your signature on the certificate 
with the signature on the district register card. If the 
signature on the voter's certificate is genuine, you 
will be permitted to vote. 

After the information on the certificate has been 
entered by the election official into the register, you 
will proceed to vote. 

If you live in a district where paper ballots are 
used, you will be handed a folded ballot. Each ballot 
contains detailed instructions for voting. Enter the 
voting booth and mark the ballot accordingly. If you 
should aCCidentally tear, soil or mistakenly mark a 
ballot. you may return it to the election officials and 
request another one. After completing the .ballot. 
refold it in the same manner as it was given to you 
and leave the voting booth. After showing the ballot 
number to the officer at the ballot box, tear off the 
perforated corner and drop the ballot into the 
box ... it's that simple. 

If you live in a district where voting machines are 
used, an election officer will instruct you in the use 
of the machine on a table-top model. You then enter 
the voting booth, close the curtain and vote ... it's 
just as simple. 

Only if your registration indicates that you are 
physically unable to mark a ballot or operate a 
machine will you .be permitted to have assistance in 
casting your vote. In this case, you would be allowed 
to select any registered voter of the election district 
to enter the voting booth to help you in voting. 
Remember: the polls open at 7 :00 A.M. and close at 
8:00 P.M. on election day. 

***** ***** 



HOW REGISTRATION BY MAIL WORKS 

1. Fill out application and drop in mail - it's postage free. 
When received the county will send you notification of 
receipt. 

2. The county prepares two cards from your application: 
ORIGINAL CARD goes to pOlling place on election day; 
DUPLICATE CARD is filed in registration office. 

3. On election day, registered voter signs a certificate at the 
polling place. 

4. Election official compares signature with the ORIGINAL 
CARD in polling place file. 

5. If signature matches. elector votes. 

ELECTION CALENDAR 
1981 

last day to register before 
MUNICIPAL election ........... . 

Absentee ballots must be received by 
the county bOards of election by 
5:00 P.M. of this date to be 
counted ..... . 

October 5, 1981 

October 30.1 981 

MUNICIPAL ELECTION .... November 3, 1981 

1982 
Last day to register before PRIMARY 

election ........ . 

Absentee ballots must be received by 
the county boards of elections by 
5:00 P.M. of this date to be 
counted 

GENERAL PRIMARY .... 

Last day to register before 
GENERAL election .... 

Absentee ballots must be received by 
the county boards of elections by 
5:00 P.M. of this date to be . 
counted ........... . 

April 19. 1982 

May 14. 1982 

May 18. 1982 

October 4. 1982 

October 29. 1982 

GENERAL ELECTION ........... . November 2. 1982 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Your County Board of Elections 

County Court House 

OR 

Department of State 
Bureau of Elections 

305 North Office Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

1717) 787-5280 

Palla Open 7:00 A.M. - Close at 8:00 P.M. 
Your Vote ia Your Voice - Say Something 
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TO VOTE IN PENNSYLVANIA, 
YOU MUST BE REGISTERED 

You may register if: 

- You have been a U.S. Citizen for at least 30 days 
preceding the election 

- You will be at least 18 on the day after the 
election 

- You have lived in your election district at least 30 
days preceding the election (If you are a 
registered Pennsylvania voter who has moved 
with the 30 day period prior to the election you 
may vote in your old district) You must re-register 
if: 

- You have not voted during the preceding 2 years 
- You have changed your party affiliation 
- You have moved out of the election district in 

which you voted previously. 

Register in person at your County Court House or 
through mail registration forms which are available 
throughout the Commonwealth. When registering. 
you must state your party affiliation if you wish to 
vote for party candidates in a primary election. 

HOW TO REGISTER BY MAIL 

Obtain an official mail registration application. 
You will find applications at the County Court 
House, many post offices, state stores, public 
libraries, party committees, the league of 
Women Voters and other various public offices. 
Read the instructions very carefully and complete 
the application in its entirety. 
Seal the application and drop it in the mail - it's 
postage free. 
The County Board of Elections will send you a 
notice that your application has been received 
and is being processed. If you do not receive the 
notice within ten days from the date the 
application is sent. contact your County Board of 
Elections. • 
When the County Board of Elections accepts your 
application. they will then send you a wallet size 
voters identification card. 

* * * * * * * ** * 



ABSENTEE VOTING 

Absentee voting is provided by law in 
Pennsylvania for certain voters (see chart below). 
Contact your county board of elections to find out 
where you can obtain an official absentee ballot 
application. Upon completion of the application you 
should deliver it to the county board. If approved. the 
county will send you an official absentee ballot. 

Make sure you apply in plenty of time because 
state law provides that ALL BALLOTS MUST BE 
VOTED AND RETURNED TO THE COUNTY BOARDS 
OF ELECTIONS BY 5 PM ON THE FRIDAY BEFORE 
THE ELECTION. ANY BALLOTS RECEIVED AFTER 5 
PM FRIDAY BUT BEFORE THE CLOSING OF THE 
POLLS ON ELECTION DAY WILL BE COUNTED FOR 
FEDERAL OFFICES ONLY. 

AbulitH Voti .. 

CahllorilS 

1. Military Electors 

Mast fltcUl, 
be Rqiltlrld? 

No 

In addition to regular application procedures and 
deadlines. any elector who after the Tuesday prior to 
the election becomes physically ill or disabled or is 
called out of the county because of business. 
occupation or duties may apply for an absentee 
ballot by executing an Emergency Application up 
until 5 PM on the Friday before the election. 

Application procedures and deadlines differ for 
various absentee voters. Please refer to the chart 
below for additional information. Keep in mind that 
there are several other classes of electors such as 
those confined in mental institutions. penal 
institutions and public nursing homes for which 
special provisions apply. For more information on the 
voting rights of these electors. contact your county 
board of elections. 

Duelli. fa, lullo, 
application tlI '" 
filid 

No dudline Although Ihlle is no dudline to apply. 
the Ibsenllt bliiol must be IIturned 
by 5 PM on the FridlY beloll election 

2. EIICloB (outsid. 01 counly 01 luidenu) 
wI'Ia .r.: 
(.) members 01 Mlrch.nl Marine 

Yu. howlvlr. normal registration 
deadlines do not apply. May rlgistlr 
concurrlnlly wilh voting. 

No de.dline Although lh,r. is no dudlinl'o I$IPIy, 
th' ,bslnt .. billol must h. Iitumid 
by 5 PM on Ih. Friday b,lar' 'Iettion 

(hI IIrving within IIligious or welfare gloups 
Inached to Armed ForclS 

fel civilian emploY.1I 01 Ihe Unilld SlallS 
Govelnment outside of th. lerrilolial 
limits 01 the U. S. 

(d) SlIouSU and dlp.nd.nts residing 
with the fOllgoing. and. 

(.) Sjlousts Ind dlplndlnts ruiding 
with milil.ry Illctors 

3. Hospillliz.d veteren (outsidl county of ruidence) 

4. Civili'ns oulSide county 01 ruidence becaun 
01 occupltions. businlss or duties and thlir 
'POUIIS and dlpendents who Iccompany them 

5. Electors who Ir, physic.lly ill 01 disabled 

No 

v" 

v .. 

No dlldlinl 

5 PM TUlsd.y 
plior to eleclion 

5 PM TuesdlY 
prior to election 

Allhough Ihere is no dudlinelo Ipply. 
th, .bsenttl billot must bl returned 
by 5 PM on lhe Flid.y befoll eleclion 

May obtain Ibnnt .. b.llol by 
submilling to your co\6lty I 
written requlSl conllining n.me. 
voling lesidence Ind signltur. 

- Applicllion must h.ve 
supporting ded,"tion of attending 
physici.n or. if nonl. by .n unrelated 
,1'Clor 

- May Ipply to county to glt on • 
plfm.nently dis.blld .Iectors list in 
which case .n absent" b.llol 
.pplicltion is lint IUlom.liully 10 
elector Ind physicians supporting 
dldafltion is ntldld only onu eVlry 
two yells. 



VOTING PROCEDURES 

Once you are registered follow these procedures 
when you go to the polls to cast your vote: 

-At every primary and general election. upon 
entering the polling place, you will first sign a voter's 
certificate. After placing your name and address on 
the certificate. you will then hand it to the election 
officer in charge of the district register. That officer 
will then compare your signature on the certificate 
with the signature on the district register card. If the 
signature on the voter's certificate is genuine, you 
will be permitted to vote. 

After the information on the certificate has been 
entered by the election official into the register. you 
will proceed to vote. 

If you live in a district where paper ballots are 
used. you will be handed a folded ballot. Each ballot 
contains detailed instructions for voting. Enter the 
voting booth and mark the ballot accordingly. If you 
should accidentally tear, sailor mistakenly mark a 
ballot. you may return it to the election officials and 
request another one. After completing the ballot. 
refold it in the same manner as it was given ~o you 
and leave the voting booth. After showing the ballot 
number to the officer at the ballot box, tear off the 
perforated corner and drop the ballot into the 
box . .. it's that simple. 

If you live in a district where voting machines are 
used, an election officer will instruct you in the use 
of the machine on a table-top model. You then enter 
the voting booth, close the curtain and vote . .. it's 
just as simple. 

Only if your registration indicates that you are 
physically unable to mark a ballot or operate a 
machine will you be permitted to have assistance in 
casting your vote. In this case, you would be allowed 
to select any registered voter of the election district 
to enter the voting booth to help you in voting. 
Remember: the polls open at 7:00 A.M. and close at 
8:00 P.M. on election day. 

***** ***** 
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HOW REGISTRATION BY ~~IL WORKS 

1. Fill out application and drop in mail - it's postage free. 
When received the county will send you notification of 
receipt. 

2. The county prepares two cards from your application: 
ORIGINAL CARD goes to pOlling place on election 'day; 
DUPLICATE CARD is filed in registrati,?" office. 

3. On election day. registered voter signs a certificate at the 
polling place. 

4. Election official compares signature with the ORIGINAL 
CARD in pOlling place file. 

5. If signature matches. elector votes. 

ELECTION CALENDAR 
1981 

last day to register before 
MUNICIPAL election ... 

Absentee ballots must be received by 
the county boards of election· by 
5:00 P.M. of this date to be 
counted .......... . 

October 5, 1981 

October 30.1 981 

MUNICIPAL ELECTION. November 3, 1981 

1982 
Last day to register before PRIMARY 

election .. 

Absentee ballots must be received by 
the county boards of elections by 
5:00 P.M. of this date to be 
counted. 

GENERAL PRIMARY . 

last day to register before 
GENERAL election. 

Absentee ballots must be received by 
the county boards of elections by 
5:00 P.M. of this date to be 
counted 

April 19, 1982 

May 14,1982 

May 18. 1982 

October 4. 1 982 

October 29, 1982 

GENERAL ELECTION. November 2. 1982 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Your County Board of Elections 

County Court House 

OR 
Department of State 
Bureau of Elections 

305 North Office Building 
Harrisburg. PA 1 71 20 

{7171 787-5280 

Polls Open 7:00 A.M. - Close at 8:00 P.M. 
Your Vote is Your Voice - Say Something 


