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NOTE!

ALL FORMER EDITIONS SHOULD BE DE-
STROYED.

ALL TIME SET FORTH IN THIS GUIDE IS
PREVAILING TIME,



Powers and Duties of County
Boards of Elections

The county boards of elections, which con-
sist of the county commissioners {in Philadel-
phia, the city commissioners}, have the following
powers and duties:

(a) To investigate and report to the court of
quarter sessions their recommendations on all
" petitions by electors {or to present such peti-
tions of their own) for division, alteration,
change or consolidation of election districts.

(b) To select and equip polling places.

(¢) To purchase, store and maintain equip-
ment of all kinds {including voting booth, bal-
lot boxes and voting machines) and to procure
ballots and all other supplies for primaries and
elections.

{d) To appoint their own employes, voting
machine custodians and machine inspectors.

(e} To issue certificates of appointment to
watchers at primaries and elections.

(f) To make and issue rules and regulations
for the guidance of election officers, machine
custodians and voters.

(g) To instruct election officers in their du-
ties and to inspect the conduct of primaries and
elections in the election districts.

{h) To prepare and publish all notices re-
quired in connection with the conduct of pri-
maries and elections.

(i) To investigate election frauds, irregular-
ties and violations of the election laws, and to
report all suspicious circumstances to the district
attorney.

(j} To receive and determine the sufficiency
of all nomination petitions, papers and certifi-
cates of candidates for county, city, borough,
township, ward, school district and election
offices, and for local party offices.

{k) To receive the returns of all primaries
and elections from the district election officers,
to canvass and compute them, and to certify the
results to the Secretary of the Commonwealth
‘or to such other authorities as may be required
by law. The certification shall include the num-
bher of votes received in each election district
hy each candidate for the General Assembly.

(1) To publicly announce the results of pri-
maries and elections for all offices enumerated
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in (j) above, and to issue certificates of election
to the successiul candidates for such offices.

(m) To prepare, and submit, not less than
twenty days prior to each primary, municipal
and general election, a report to the Secretary
of the Commonwealth in the form prescribed by
him, which shall contain a statement of the total
number of electors registered in each election
district, together with a breakdown by party
registration. Copies of said statement shall be
furnished, upon request, to the county chairman
of each political party and political body.

(n) To prepare and submit to the appropriate
officers of the county an annual estimate of the
cost of primaries and elections and of the ex-
penses of the board for the ensuing year.

(o) To perform such other duties as may be
prescribed by law.



Registration

Permanent registration is established by law
throughout the Commonwealth. All electors, ex-
cept members of the armied forces and bedridden
or hospitalized veterans unavoidably absent from
the county of residence, must be registered to be
eligible to vote.

After registration, unless he changes his resi-
dence, an elector is not required to register
again so long as he has voted at least once dur-
ing the two immediately preceding calendar
years.

No elector will be permitted to receive as-
sistance in voting unless his registration card
hears the notation setting forth the reason which
makes assistance necessary.

Qualifications of Voters

The Constitution and laws of Pennsylvania
prescribe that the - following requirements be
comiplied with by prospective voters:

They must be twenty-one (21) years of age;

They must have been citizens of the United
States at least one month;

They must have resided in the State ninety
days inunediately preceding the election;

They must have resided in the electmn dis-
trict, precinct or division where they offer to
vote, at least sixty days immediately preceding
the election. (A qualified voter who moves his
residence from one district to another in Penn-
sylvania within sixty (60) days of an election
may vote in the district from which he moved
at that election);

They must have registered under the perma-
nent registration law, except persons in military
service or bedridden or hospitalized veterans un-
avoidably absent from the county of residence.

A voter becomes of age on the day before his
twenty-first birthday.

The registration commissions may, during the
regular registration period preceding any pri-.
mary, special, municipal or general election, reg-
ister any person whose twenty-first birthday
fails on or before the day after such election,
provided he is otherwise qualified.

3



Qualifications of Voters at Primary

The qualifications of an elector entitled to vote
at a primary are the same as the qualifications
of an elector entitled to vote at elections, ex-
cept that he must he registered and enrolled in
a qualified political party.

Residence of Electors

For the purpose of registration and voting, no
person shall be deemed to have gained a resi-
dence by reason of his presence, or lost it by
reason of his absence, while employed in either
the civil or military service of this State or of
the United States, nor while engaged in the
navigation of the waters of the State or of the
United States, or on the high seas, nor while a
student of any institution of learning, nor while
kept in any institution at public expense, nor
while confined in prison, except that any veteran
who resides in a home for disabled and indigent
soldiers and sailors operated and maintained by
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and who
possesses all the qualifications for voting may
gain a residence for registration and voting at
the home. (This is not to be construed to
affect the voting rights of bedridden or hospi-
talized veterans who choose to vote as absentee
electors.}

Rules for Determining Residence

In determining the residence of a person de-
siring to register to vote, the following rules
shall be followed so far as they may be
applicable:

(a) That place shall be considered the resi-
dence of a person in which his habitation is
fixed, and to which, whenever he is absent, he
has the intention of returning.

(b) A person shall not be considered to have
lost his residence who leaves his home and goes
into another state or another election district of
this State for temporary purposes only, with the
intention of returning.

{c) A person shall not be considered to have
gained a residence in any eclection district of
this State into which he comes for temporary
purposes only, without the intention of making
such election district his permanent place of
abode.

4



(d} The place where the family of a married
man or woman resides shall be considered and
held to be his or her place of residence, except
where the husband and wife have actually sepa-
rated and live apart, in which case the place
where he or she has resided for sixty days or
more shall be considered and held to be his or
her place of residence.

(e) If a person removes to another state with
the intention of making such state his permanent
residence, he shall be considered to have lost his
residence in this State.

(f) If a person removes to another state with
the intention of remaining there an indefinite
time and making such state his place of resi-
dence, he shall be considered to have lost his
residence in this State, notwithstanding he may
entertain an intention to return at some indefi-
nite future period.

(g) If a person removes to the District of
Columbia or other Federal territory or foreign
country to engage in the government service, he
shall not be considered to have lost his residence
in this State during the period of such service,
and the place where the person resided at the
time of his removal shall be considered and held
to be his place of residence.

(h) If a person goes into another state and
while there exercises the right of a-citizen by
voting, he shall be considered to have lost his
residence in this State.

Residence and Right to Vote of State Employes
and Federal Employes

Any person employed in the service of this
Commonwealth or in the service of the Federal
government, and required thereby to be abseunt
from any district wherein he resided when enter-
ing such employment, and his wife or her hus-
band, shall be registered as of the district
wherein he or she resided immediately prior to
entering such service, and be enrolled as a mem-
ber of the political party he or she designates,
without declaring a residence by street and
number. All persons employed by this Com-
monwealth who register in this manner, shall
produce a certificate from the head of the de-
partment, board, or commission, under the seal
of his office, setting forth that said persomn, or
the husband or wife of said person, 15 actually
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employed in the service of this Commonwealth,
and also setting forth the nature of such em-
ployment and the time when such person first
entered such employment.

All persons employed by the Federal govern-
ment who register in this manner shall produce
a certificate from the head of the proper depart-
ment or chief of the proper division or bureau,
under the seal of his office, setting forth that
said person or the husband or wife of said per-
son, is actually employed in the service of the
United States, and also setting forth the nature
of such employment and the time when such
person first entered such employment,

The commission shall retain such certificates
and shall cause to be noted on the registration
card of each person so registered the fact that
such person is an employe of this Common-
wealth or of the Federal government, as the case
may be.

At least once every two years the commission
shall verify the employment of all persons thus
registered, at either the office of the proper
department, board, commission or office of the
State government, or at the office of the depart-
ment, division or bureau of the Federal govern-
ment in whose employ such person is alleged to
be. If any such person is found to be no longer
an employe of this Commonwealth or of the Fed-
eral government, his registration card shall be
removed from the district register until such
times as said person appears at the office of the
commission and declares the address of his resi-
dence in the horough, town or township.

All electors must register in person EXCEPT
those described in the section immediately fol-
lowing this.



-

Registration by Mail

Act No. 380 (and for Philadelphia Act No.
432y of the 1963 General Assembly, both of
which are effective January 1, 1964, provide for
registration by mail for certain categories of
Pennsylvania citizens who meet the qualifica-
tions for residence, citizenship and age de-
scribed in the preceding section.

Included in these provisions are all of the cate-
gories of citizens, recommended in the “Federal
Voting Assistance Act of 1935"” namely:

(1} Persons in military service and their
spouses and dependents;

(2) Persons in religious and welfare groups
officiaily attached to and serving with the armed
forces, and their spouses and dependents;

(3) Civilian employes of the United States
outside the territorial limits of the several States
and the District of Columbia and their spouses
and dependents;

(4) Members of the Merchant Marine of the
United States employed as officers or members
of crews of vessels owned by the United States
or of vessels of foreign-fAlag registry under char-
ter to or control of the United States who are
in service in waters OTHER THAN the Great
I.akes and the inland waters of the United
States, and their spouses and dependents,

How to Register by Mail

Any person entitled to register by mail may
write to the Registration Commission for a reg-
istration card and such card in duplicate will be
sent to him or her. Both copies must he exe-
cuted, sworn to before any person authorized to
administer oaths and returned to the registra-
tion commission.

Registrations in this manner may be made at
any time by persons described above; and in
addition, the commissions may consider a re-
quest for an absentee ballot from these persons
as an application for a registration card and
may forward registration card in duplicate to-
gether with the absentee ballot. In such case,
the registration card, in duplicate, must be com-
pleted and sworn to before or concurrently with
the time of voting the absentee ballot (see later
section on ABSENTEE VOTING).
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Absentee Registration by Certain Il
or Disabled Persons

Any elector who is unable to appear in person
to register because of illness or physical disabil-
lty may also apply to the commlssmn for a reg-
istration card. The card will be sent in duplicate
and both copies must be executed, sworn to be-
fore any person authorized to administer oaths
and returned to the commission.

Registrations by these persons may also be
made at any tirmte, BUT when they are received
by the commission at any time when registra-
tion by personal appearance could not be made
the application must be retained by the commis-
sion until the beginning of the next period dur-
ing which registrations could be made in person.
At that time the applicant, if otherwise entitled,
shall be duly registered.

Registration Cards Not Properly Completed

Any registration cards received by mail which
are not properly completed shall be rejected,
marked “Application Rejected” and retained by
the commission. The persons so rejected shall
be notified by mail.

Change of Party Enrollment

Persons who are entitled to register by mail
may also change party enroliment by mail.

To do so, a signed written application made
under oath and subscribed to before any person
authorized to administer oaths must be sent to
the registration commission by registered mail,
return receipt required, if outside the continental
limits of the United States {otherwise by cer-
tified mail, return receipt required). The appli-
cation must also attest that the person is absent
from his residence or is ill or disabled.

(Note:—No person who is enrolled as a mem-
ber of a qualified peolitical party may change his
enrollment between a primary and the following
general or municipal election, whether he has
registered by mail or in person.)



Political Parties

Qualified Parties

The Political Parties which are qualified to
nominate their candidates at the primary eclec-
tion for all offices in the State, and the order
in which party names must appear on the ballot
in 1970 are as follows:

REPUBLICAN
DEMOCRATIC
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMERICAN INDEPENDENT

[n order to qualify under the law to have a
party name on the primary ballots and to nomi-
nate candidates at a primary election, the fol-
lowing requirenients must be met by all political
parties or political bodies:

State-wide: At the general election preceding
the primary, one candidate must have polled at
least two per cent of the largest entire vote cast
for any elected candidate in EACH of at least
TEN counties, and a total vote in the State of
at least two per cent of the largest entire vote
cast in the State for any elected candidate. A
party or political body meeting these require-
ments is entitled to nominate candidates at the
primary for any office to be voted on throughout
the State and to enjoy all other privileges of a
political party provided by law.

County-wide: At either the general or munici-
pal election preceding the primary, one candidate
must have polled at least five per cent of the
largest entire vote cast for any officer elected in
the county. A party or political body meeting
these requirements is entitled to nominate candi-
dates at the primary for any office in the county,
in all political districts within the county, and
in all political districts of which the county is a
part, under the provisions of law governing po-
litical party organization and nominations.

Determination and Certification of
Political Parties
The Secretary of the Commonwealth shall de-

termine which organizations are political parties
within the State under the provisions above and
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shall transmit to each county-board of elections
a list of said political parties not later than the
thirteenth Tuesday preceding each primary.
Each county board of elections shall determine
which organizations are political parties within
the county under the provisions above and shall
transmit a list of said political parties to the
Sccretary of the Commonwealth not later than
the thirteenth Tuesday preceding each primary.

State Committee and County Committees

At the primary election in 1970, cach qualified
political party is entitled to elect two members
of the State Committee in each Senatorial Dis-
trict, one of whom shall be a man and the other
a woman, except in districts composed of more
than one county, in which case each county shall
elect one member who may be of either sex.

In each county such members and officers of
County Committees as are provided by party
rules also shall be elected.
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Nominations—Political Parties

Nominations at Primary—1970

At the primary election in 1970, candidates
shall be nominated by each qualibed political
party for the following offices, in which terms
are due to expire:

One U. S. Senator

Governor

Lieutenant Governor

27 Representatives in Congress

25 Senators in the General Assembly in even-

numbered Districts

203 Representatives in the General Assembly

Members of State Committees

(NOTE: By Constitutional Amendment, May
1967, the Governor and Lieutenant Governor
will be elected jointly in the General Election
by one vote. Petitions will be circulated sepa-
rately in the Primary. The Governor and Lieu-
tenant Governor may succeed themselves for
one additional term—not applicable to incum-
bent Governor and Liecutenant Governor.)

Loyalty Oath Required of Candidates

The “Pennsylvania Loyalty Act” of 1951 re-
quires every candidate for election to any State,
district, county or local public office to take oath
or afirmation prescribed therein.

(NOTE: The Loyalty Oath need not be taken
by candidates for any Federal or political office.)

(a) Such oath or affirmation must be filed
with the nomination petition, nomination paper
or nomination certificate of each candidate; and
no nomination petition, nomination paper or
nomination certificate shall be accepted for filing
by any county board of elections or by the Sec-
retary of the Commonwealth without the oath
or affirmation attached.

{(b) Each person nominated by write-in or
sticker votes must also file a loyalty oath or
affirmation with the proper county board of
elections or with the Secretary of the Common-
wealth, as the office for which he has been nomi-
nated may require, at least eighty-five (85} days
previous to the day of the next general or mu-
nicipal election or such candidate's name may
not appear on the ballot.

(¢) The name of NO person who has failed
or refused to make the required oath or affirma-
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tion shall be printed on any hallot or ballot label
to be used at any primary, municipal, general or
special election.

(NOTE: The Secretary of the Common-
wealth has undertaken to furnish to any candi-
date who files in the Secretary’s office under
{a) or (L) above a proper ocath form.)

Petitions for Nomination by
Political Parties

The names of candidates for nomination shall
be printed upon the official ballot of cach desig-
nated party if nomination petitions are filed in
their behalf, signed by the prescribed number of
qualified electors of the Commonwealth or of the
political district, as the case may be, within
which the nomination is to be made or election
is to be held, verified by affidavits of the candi-
dates as provided by law.

Petitions—Qualifications of Signers

Each signer of a nomination petition shall
sign but onc such petition for each ofﬁce to be
filled, and shall declare therein that he is a reg-
istered and enrolled member of the party desig-
nated in such petitions: Provided, however, That
where there are two or more persons to be
elected to the same office, each signer may sign
petitions for as many candidates for such office
as he could vote for at the November Election.
He shall also declare therein that he is a quali-
fied elector of the county therein named, and
of the political district or division in which
nomination is to be made. He shall add his
occupation and residence, giving city, horough
or township, with street and aumber, if any,
and shall also add the date of signing. No
NOMINATION PETITION SHALIL BE
CIRCULATED PRIOR TO the THIR-
TEENTH TUESDAY before the primary nor
later than the TENTH TUESDAY before the
primary. No signature shall be counted unless
it bears datc within this period.

A nomination petition may be on one or more
sheets, and different sheets must be used for
signers resident in different counties. Each
sheet shall have appended thereto the affidavit
of the circulator of the sheet, setting forth that
he or she is a qualified elector duly registered
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and enrolled as a member of the designated
party of the State and of the political district
referred to in said petition: his residence, giving
city, borough or township, with street and num-
ber, if any: that the signers signed with full
knowledge of the contents of the petition; that
their respective residences are correctly stated
thercin: that they all reside in the county named
in the affidavit: that each signed on the date
set opposite his name; and that to the hest of
afhant's knowledge and belief, the signers are
qualified electors, and registered and enrolled
members of the designated party of the State
or of the political district, as the case may be.

(NOTE: The circulators of petitions for ju-
dicial candidates need not be enroiled members
of the designated party.)

Blank Forms of Petitions for Nomination

The Secretary of the Commonwealth, al-
though not required by law to do so, will fur-
nish a reasonable supply of blank petitions free
of charge to candidates for those offices which
require Hling of petitions with the Secretary,
solely for the purpose of uniformity and to in-
sure compliance with all the provisions of the
law relating to the filing of petitions, and to as-
sure that the statements, affidavits, etc., are in
praper form.

Number of Signatures Required

For the office of United States Senator, peti-
tions must be signed by at least one hundred
(100) registered and enrolled members of the
proper party in each of at least ten (10) counties.

For the office of Governor and Lieutenant
Governor, petitions must be signed by at least
one hundred (100) registered and enrolied mem-
bers of the proper party in each of at least
five (5) counties.

For the office of Representative in Congress
and Senator in the General Assembly, petitions
must be signed by at least two hundred regis-
tered and cnrolled members of the proper party
in the district.

For the office of Representative in the Gen-
eral Assembly, petitions must be signed by at
least one hundred registered and enrolled mem-
bers of the proper party in the legislative
district.
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For the office of member of the State Com-
mittee, petitions must be signed by at least one
hundred registered and enrolled members of
the proper party from the senatorial district,
except where a senatorial district is composed
of one or more counties and part of other coun-
ties, in which event the petitions must be signed
by at least one hundred such electors residing
i1 that portion of the senatorial district which
is electing a member.

For an office to be voted for by the electors
of an entire county or city, or for district coun.
cilman in a city of the first class, petitions must
be signed by at feast one hundred registered and
enrolled members of the proper party.

For the office of inspector of election, petitions
must be signed by at least five registered and
enrolled members of the proper party,

Notice to Candidates with Reference
to Filing Petitions for Nomination

All nomination petitions must be fled on ar
before the TENTH TUESDAY prior to the
primary election in the office of the Secretary
of the Commonwealth or the county board of
elections, as the case may be.

Under the law, nomination petitions filed in
the office of the Secretary of the Common-
wealth, at Harrishurg, must be received not later
than five o'clock P.M., on the last day for filing.

Petitions filed with county boards of elections
must be filed not later than the ordinary closing
hours for such offices oun the last day for filing.

Noue may be filed after that hour.

For their own protection, candidates are urged
to file their petitions as early as possible and
then, if the petitions need amendment, there will
be ample time for correction, without having to
seek Court approval.

Where to File Nomination Petitions

Petitions for the offices of President of the
United States, U. S, Senators and Representa-
tives in Congress, ALL State-wide offices,
Judges, Senators, District Delegates and Alter-
nate Delegates, Representatives in the General
Assembly and State Committees of the Political
parties are filed with the Secretary of the
Commonwealth.
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ALL OTHERS are filed with the proper
county board of elections,

Fees for Filing Nomination
Petitions for ALL Offices

All filing fees MUST accompany the nomina-
tion petitions and must be in the form of
CERTIFIED CHECK or MONEY ORDER
ONLY, made payable to the Commonwealth of
Peunsylvania when filed with the Secretary of
the Commonwealth, and in the form of certified
check, money order or cash, payable to the
county board when filed with the county board
of elections.

The filing fees cannot be refunded in the event
of the withdrawal of any candidate named in any
petition, or for any other cause whatsoever,

For the office of President of the United
States, or for any public office to be filled by the
clectors of the State at 'large, the filing fee is
fifty dollars ($50.00}.

For the office of Representative in Congress
or Judge of a Court of Record, the filing fee is
thirty-five dollars ($35.00).

* For the office of Senator or Representative in
the General Assembly, the filing fee is twenty-
five dollars ($25.00).

For any other office to be filled by the efectors
of an entire county, the filing fee is twenty-five
dollars ($25.00), with the following exceptions:
jury commissioner, ten dollars {$10.00); prison
inspector, two dollars {$2.00); County auditor
in eighth class counties, five dollars ($5.00).

For the office of district councilman in a city
of the first class, the filing fee is twenty-five
dollars ($25.00).

For any office to be filled by the electors of
an entire city, the following sums: a city of
the first or second class, twenty-five dollars
($25.00): a city of the second class A, fifteen
dollars ($13.00); a city of the third class, ten
dollars ($10.00).

For the ofiice of District Delegate or Alter-
nate District Delegate, or member of State
Commiittee, the filing fee is ten dollars ($10.00).

IFor the office of alderman, justice of the peace
or constable, the filing fee is two dollars ($2.00}).

For any borough, town, township of the first
class, school district or poor district office, not
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otherwise provided for, the filing fee is two dol-
lars ($2.00).

For the office of township auditor or road
supervisor, the filing fee is one dollar ($1.00).

There is no filing fee for a nomination petition
for any public office for which no compensation
is provided by law, nor for any nomination peti-
tion for any public office in any township of the
second class.

Time and Manner of Withdrawal of
Candidates Before Primary

A candidate for nemination or election at any
primary may withdraw his name as a candidate
by a request in writing, signed by him and ac-
knowledged before an officer empowered to ad-
minister oaths, and filed in the office in which
his nomination petition was filed. When re-
quired to be filed in the office of the Secretary
of the Commonwealth; such withdrawal to be
effective, must be received in the office of the
Secretary of the Commonwealth, at Harrisburg,
not later than five o’clock P. M., on the seventh
day next succeeding the last day for filing nomi-
nation petitions in that office, and at the reguiar
closing hour in the offices of the county boards.

No candidate may withdraw any withdrawal
notice after it has been reccived and filed, and
therehy reinstate his nomination petition.

Manner of Filling Vacancy Caused By Death
of Person Named in Nomination Petition

If the candidate named in a nomination peti-
tion dies after such petition has been duly filed
for any primary and before the day of the pri-
mary election, the original signers of said peti-
tion, or the majority of them may sign another
petition proposing a new candidate for said
office at any time prior to the printing of the
ballots or ballot labels. Such petition shall have
the same force and effect as the original peti-
tion, and the name of the candidate so nominated
shall he substitutéd for that of the deceased
candidate.

Withdrawal of Candidates Nominated at
Primary

Aﬂy person who has been nominated by any
political party may withdraw his name from
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nomination by reguest in writing, signed by him
and acknowledged before an officer qualified to
take acknowledgment of deeds, and filed in the
office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, or
of the county board as the case may be.

Such written withdrawals must be filed at
least ecighty-five (85) days previous to the day
of the general or municipal election and must
be received in the office of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth not later than five o’clock P.M,
on the last day for filing the same, or by the
regular closing hour in the county board offices,

No candidate may withdraw any withdrawal
notice after it has been received and filed, and
thereby reinstate his nomination.

Vacancy in Party Nomination by Failure
to Pay Filing Fee

Every person nominated at the primary elec-
tion as the candidate of any political party for
any office, other than a borough, town, township
or school district office, ot the office of alder-
man, justice of the peace, or constable, who has
not paid the required fee for filing a nomination
petition for such office, shall pay the amount of
such fec to the Secretary of the Commonwealth,
ot to the county board of elections, as the case
may be, at least eighty-five (83) days previous
to the day of the general or municipal election
at which such candidate’s name would appear on
the ballot. Failure to do so will result in a
vacancy in such party nommatlon which shall
be filled in the manner provided in the case of

_death or withdrawal of any nominee.

Filling Vacancies Caused by Death
or Withdrawal of Candidates
Nominated at the Primary

Auny vacancy happening or existing after the
date of the primary in any party nomination, by
reason of the death or withdrawal of any candi-
date after nomination, or by reason of the death
before or on the day of the primary election of
a candidate for nomination who had received a
plurality of votes of his party for the office for
which he sought nomination, may be filled by
a substituted nomination made by such commit-
tee as is authorized by the rules of the party to
make nominations in the event of vacancies on
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the party ticket: Provided, however, That no
suhstitute nomination certificate shall nominate
any person who has already been nominated hy
any political party or by any other political body
for the same office.

When such substituted nomination is made in
accordance with the party rules, it is the duty of
the chairinan and secretary or secretaries of the
party committee making the nomination to file
with the Secretary of the Commonwealth or with
the proper county board of elections a nomina-
tion certificate which must be signed by the
chairman and secretary or secretaries of the
party commiittee, and must set forth the follow-
ing: (a) The office and district, if any, for which
it is filed; (b) the cause of the vacancy; (c) the
rule or rules of the political party applicable to
a substituted nomination; {d) that a quorum of
the committee, caucus or convention, as pro-
vided by the party rules, duly convened, and the
names of those present at said meeting, or their
proxies, and that said persons are the duly ap-
pointed or elected members of said committee,
caucus or convention; (¢) the name, residence
and occupation of the candidate duly nominated
at said meeting. Every such certificate of nom-
ination must be sworn to or affirmed by the
chatrman and secretary or secretaries hefore an
officer qualified to administer oaths.

A Loyalty Qath executed by the substituted
candidate must be attached to the certificate.

Such substituted nomination certificate to fill a
vacancy caused by the withdrawal of a candidate
nominated at the pritmary must be fled at least
seventy-five (75) days before the day of the gen-
eral or municipal election.

Substituted nomination certificates to fill va-
cancies caused by the death of candidates nom-
inated at primaries must he filed at any time
prior to the day on which the printing of the
ballots is started, or while it is still possible to
correct ballots by Court order.

(NOTE: In order to facilitate the printing of
the ballots, political committees are urged to file
substituted nomination certificates as early as
possible.)
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Casting of Lats for Position of Name on
Primary Ballot

Immediately after the last day fixed for filing
nomination petitions with them, the Secretary of
the Commonwealth or the county board of elec-
tions, as the case may be, must fix a day for the
casting of lots for the position of names upon the
primary ballot, and must give notice to the candi-
dates to appear for that purpose. The candidates
may appear in person, or by agent duly autho-
rized by letter of attorney, signed and acknowl-
edged by an officer empowered to take acknowl-
edgments. [f a candidate is not present in person
or by representative at the time of casting of
lots, it shalt be the duty of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth or of the county board of elec-
tions to appoint some person to represent such
ahsentee. After lots are cast, the Secretary of the
Commonwealth or the county board must estab-
lish the order in which the names of said candi-
dates are to appeat upon the primary ballot and
;:crtify the same for placing upon the official bal-
ot.
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Nominations—Political Bodies

Nomination of Independent Candidates
by-Nomination Papers

(NOTE: Nomination of this kind should not
be confused with political party nominations

named at primaries as a result of filing nomina-
tion PETITIONS.)

Restriction on Names

All nomination papers must specify the name
of the political body which the candidates repre-
sent, The name can consist of NOT MORE
THAN THREE WORDS. No word may he
used \Vhlch is identical, or similar to, any words
user! in the name of any existing polmca] party,
ot of any political body which has already filed
nomination papers for the same office or offices.

Committee to be Named

All nomination papers must contain the names
and addresses of a Committee of not less than
three (3) nor more than five (5) persons, autho-
tized to fill vacancies if they occur.

Number of Signers Required

If the nomination is for an OFFICE TO BE
FILLED BY THE VOTERS OF THE EN-
TIRE STATE, the minimum number of signa-
tures required is equal to ONE-HALF OF
ONE PER CENT of the largest entire vote
cast for any candidate elected to a State-wide
office in the last preceding election at which
State-wide candidates were voted for. (For the
current year, the minimum number of signatures
for State-wide office is designated by the Secre-
tary of the Commonwealth on request.)

In the case of all other nominations, the mini-
mum number required is equal to TWO PER
CENT of the largest entire vote cast for any
Officer EXCEPT A JUDGE OF A COURT
OF RECORD elected at the last preceding elec-
tion held in the same electoral district, but it shall
in no case be less than the number required for
nomination petitions for party candidates for the
same office. (For the current year, consult the
Secretary of the Commonwealth for those offices
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for which nominations are filed with him. For
other offices, consult your County Board of
Elections.)

{(NOTE: More than one candidate, and candi-
dates for more than one office, may be nominated
by one set of nomination papers, provided that
all offices for which such nominations are made
are either State-wide or entirely within the same
electoral district in which the signers are eligible
to vote.)

Signers of Nomination Papers

All signers must be qualified electors of the
State or district. They may sign only as many
nomination papers as there are persons to be
elected and offices to be filled., Each person must
personally sign his name, his place of residence,
his occupation and the date of signing.

{(NOTE: The name of the Borough, City or
Township MUST BE GIVEN, UNLESS THE
ELECTORAL DISTRICT IS ENTIRELY
WITHIN ONE MUNICIPALITY, as well as
the street address, if any. The date of signing
may be expressed in words or numbers, e.g—
March 1, 1960 or 3/1/60. Different sheets must
always be used for residents in different counties;
and whenever more than one sheet is used, they
must be fastened together and numbered con-
secutively.)

Affidavits

Every sheet of the nomination papers MUST
have the affidavit of the qualified elector who
circulated it.

Each candidate named in the nomination
papers need take the Candidate’s affidavit on only
one sheet and need have his LOYALTY OATH
_attached only to one sheet,

(NOTE: Candidates for Representative in
Congress, United States Senator, President and
Presidential Elector need not file Loyalty Qath.)

Circulation of Nomination Papers

Signatures can be secured ONLY during the
period between the TENTH Wednesday prior
to the primary and the SEVENTH Wednesday
prior to the primary; and the last day for Filing
15 the SEVENTH Wednesday prior to THE
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PRIMARY ELECTION. (See election calen-
dar for exact dates.)

Where to File

Nomination papers for all State-wide and Fed-
eral offices, as well as for State Senator, Repre-
sentative in the General Assembly and Judges of
the District Courts are filed in the office of the
Secretary of the Commonwealth. For all other
offices they are filed with the proper County
Board of Elections. All must be RECEIVED
in the proper office not later than the closing
hour for that office on the last day for filing.

Filing Fee

The filing fee for cach candidate on nomination
papers is the same as the filing fee required with
nomination petitions for each party candidate for
the same office, but in no case less than $5.00,

Filing fee will be accepted ONLY when paid
by CERTIFIED CHECK OR MONEY
ORDER, made PAYABLE TO THE COM-
MONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA or
to the proper county, as the case may be. CASH
OR PERSONAL CHECKS WILL NOT BE
ACCEPTED.

Withdrawal of Candidates Nominated
by Nomination Papers

Any person who has been nominated by any
political body by nomination papers may with-
draw his name from nomination by request in
writing, signed by him and acknowledged before
an officer qualified to take acknowledgment of
deeds, and filed in the office of the Secretary of
the Commonwealth or of the county board, as
the case may be.

Such written withdrawals must he filed at least
eighty-five (85) days previous to the day of the
General or Municipal Election and must be re-
ceived in the office of the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth not later than five o'clock P.M. on
the last day for filng the same, ot by the regular
closing hour in the county board offices.

No candidate may withdraw any withdrawal
notice after it has been received and filed, and
thereby reinstate his nomination.
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- Filling Vacancies Caused by Death or
Withdrawal of Candidates Nominated
by Nomination Papers

In case of the death or withdrawal of any can-
didate nominated by any political body by nomi-
nation papers, the committee named in the
original nomination papers may nominate a sub-
stitute in his place by filing a substituted nomi-
nation certificate, which shall set forth the facts
of the appointment and powers of the committee
(naming all its members), and of the death or
withdrawal of the candidate and of the action of
the committee thereon, giving the name, resi-
dence and occupation of the candidate substi-
tuted thereby. The truth of these facts shall be
verified by affidavit annexed to the certificate by
at least two members of the committee.

In case of a vacancy caused by the death of
any candidate, the substituted nomination certifi-
cate must be accompanied by a death certificate,
properly certified.

No substitute nomination certificate shall nom-
inate any person who was a candidate for nom-
ination by any pohtlcal party for any office to
be filled at the ensuing November election,
whether or not nominated for such office by such
political party, or who has already been unomi-
nated by any other political body for any office
to be filled at the ensuing November or special
clection.

Substituted nomination certificates to fill va-
cancies caused by the withdrawal of candidates
nominated by Nomination Papers must be filed
at least seventy-five (75) days before the day of
the General Election.

Substituted nomination certificates to fill va-
cancies caused by the death of candidates nomi-
nated by Nomination Papers must be filed prior
to the day on which the printing of ballots is
started, or while it is still possible to correct
ballots by Court order.
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Nominations—Unexpected Vacancies
in Public Offices

Nominations to Fill Certain Vacancies by
Nomination Certificates and
Nomination Papers

Act No. 434 of the 1953 General Asscmbly,
effective January 1, 1934, provides methods and
procedure for filling certain vacancies not here-
tofore included in the Election Code.

If a vacancy occurs in an elective office, in-
cluding that of a judge of a court of record, at a
time when such vacancy is required by the Con-
stitution or laws of Pennsylvania to be filled at
the ensuing election, BUT at a time when nomi-
nations cannot be made under any other pro-
vision of the Election Code, any nomination to
fill such vacancy shall be made:

(a) Ly political parties in accordance with
party rules for filling vacancies by nomination
certificates, as provided hy law;

(b) by political bodies by nomination papers,
as provided by law.

No such nomination certificates or papers shall
nominate any person already nominated by any
political party or body for the same office or for
any office to be filled at the ensuing November
election, unless such person is a candidate for
judge of a court of record.

Time and Place to File Nomination
Certificates and Papers

Nomination certificates and papers, if for State
offices and judges of courts of record, shall be
filed with the Secretary of the Commonwealth at
least fifty (50) days prior to a general or munici-
pal election as the case may be.

Nomination certificates and papers, if for of-
fices in counties, cities, boroughs, towns, town-
ships, wards, school districts, and for the offices
of aldermen and justices of the peace, shall be
filed with the proper county board of elections at
least fifty (50) days prior to a municipal election.

Form and Content of Nomination
Certificates and Papers

The form and content of nomination certifi-
cates to fill vacancies under this act shall be the
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samc as those already required by law for filling
vacancies caused by death or withdrawal of
duly nominated candidates.

The form and content of nomination papers
shall be the same as in any other nomination by
papers in all respects except dates of filing, etc.
{Sec previous section.)

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth or the proper county board of
clections, as the case may be, to examine such
certificates or papers for legal sufficiency in the
same manner as they would do in the case of
substituted nominations or nomination papers as
aforesaid, and to refuse to file them if they are
manifestly defective. Such refusal may be re-
viewed by the Court of Common Pleas of the
proper county upon an application for manda-
mus.

QObjections to such nomination certificates and
papers must be filed within three (3) days next
succeeding the last day for filing them.

Withdrawals of candidates so nominated must
be made in writing and acknowledged before an
officer authorized to administer oaths, and filed
in the appropriate office with which the nomina-
tion certificates or papers were filed within three
(3) days next succeeding the last day for filing
the said nomination certificates or papers.

Vacancies occurring by such withdrawal or by
death may be filed by substituted nominations in
the manner already provided by law.. In cases of
withdrawal, such substituted nominations must
be filed not later than seven (7} days after the
last day for filing the original certificates or
papers. In case of death, such substituted nomi-
nations must be filed at any time prior to the
day in which the printing of ballots is started.

Exceptions

The provisions of this act DO NOT apply to
elective offices in any of the following situations:

(1) Tf a method is provided by law for holding
special elections for the office;

(2) If the vacancy occurs in the office of
presidential elector?

(3) If the provisions of any law require the
vacancy to be filled at the next election APPRO-
PRIATE to the office when the vacancy occurs
within TWO calendar months immediately pre-
ceding a general or municipal election, as the
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case may be, or within THREE calendar months
of such electton in the case of a Judge of a Court
of Record.
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Special Elections
Special Elections for United States Senator

Whenever a vacancy occurs it the office of
United States Senator, the Governor shall issue
a writ of election within ten (10) days after the
happening of the vacancy naming the next gen-
eral or municipal election, occurring at least
ninety (90) days after the happening of the
vacancy, as the date for the special electlon
Candidates to fill the unexpired term are nomi-
nated by political parties in accordance with
their party rules and by political bodies by means
of nomination papers. The nomination certifi-
cates and nomination papers must be filed in the
office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth at
least sixty (60) days prior to the date of the
special election.

Special Elections for Representative
in Congress

Whenever a vacancy occurs in the office of
Representative in Congress, the Governor shall
issue a writ of election within ten (10) days after
the happening of said vacancy naming a date for
the special election, This date may be the next
ensuing primary or municipal election but shall
not be less than sixty (60) days after the is-
suance of said writ. Candidates to fill the unex-
pired term are nominated by political parties in
accordance with their party rules and by political
hodies by means of nomination papers. Nomi-
nation certificates and nomination papers must
he filed in the office of the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth not later than fifteen (15) days after
the issuance of the writ of election.

Special Elections for Senator and
Representative in the General Assembly

Whenever a vacancy occurs in either House
of the General Assembly, the presiding officer of
such House shali issue the writ of election fixing
the date for a special election, which date may be
the next ensuing primary, municipal or general
election but shall be not less than sixty (60) days
after the issuance of the writ. Candidates to fill
the unexpired term are nominated by political
parties in accordance with their party rules and
by political bodies by means of nemination
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papers. Nomination certificates and nomination
papers must be filed in the office of the Secretary
of the Commonwealth not later than fifteen (15)
days after the writ of election.

Special Elections for Membera of Councils
or Legislative Bodies of Cities, Boroughs
Towns and Townships

In afl cases where, under any law now or here-
after enacted, a special election is required to fill
a vacancy in the office of Members of Council or
Legislative body of any city, borough, town or
township, a special election shall be held on the
day fixed in the writ or provided by law, which
day shall be within sixty (60) days after the
issuance of the writ or the happening of the va-
cancy, as the case may be. Candidates to fll the
unexpired term are nominated by political parties
in accordance with their party rules and by polit-
ical bodies by means of nomination papers.
Nomination certificates and nomination papers
must be filed in the office of the County Board
of Elections not later than fifteen (15) days
after the issuance of the writ of election.

Form of Nomination Certificate

Nomination certificates shall set forth the fol-
lowing:

(1) The office and district, if any, for which it
is filed;

(2) The cause of the vacancy;

(3) The rule or rules of the political party,
setting forth the provisions applicable to the
nomination of a candidate or candidates to fll
said vacancy;

(4) That a quorum of the committee, caucus
or convention as provided by the party rules,
duly convened, and the names of those present
at said meeting, or their proxies; that said per-
sons are the duly appointed or elected members
of said committee, caucus or convention;

(5) The name, residence and occupation of the
candidate duly nominated at said meeting.

Every such certificate of nomination shail be
signed by the presiding officer and the secretary
or secretaries of the committee, caucus or con-
vention, and shall be sworn or affirmed to by
them before any officer qualified to administer
oaths.

28



The candidate’s loyalty oath must be attached,
except for the offices of United States Senator
and Representative in Congress.

Examination of Nomination Certificates and
Nomination Papers by the Secretary of the
Commonwealth and County Boards
of Elections

It is the duty of the Secretary of the Common-
wealth or the proper county board of elections,
as the case may be, to pass upon the legal suffi-
ciency of all nomination certificates and unomi-
nation papers. If said nomination certificate or
nomination paper is refused for filing, an appli-
cation for mandamus to compel its filing may
be presented to the court of common pleas of
the proper county.

Objections to Nomination Certificates and
Nomination Papers

All objections to nomination certificates or
nomination papers must be fled within three
(3) days after the last day for filing said certifi-
cates or papers. Upon filing objections, the
court shall fix a day for the hearing which shall
not be later than seven (7) days after the last
day for filing nomination certificates or papers.

Withdrawals of Candidates Nominated
for Special Election

Any person nominated by a political party or
political body may withdraw his name by a re-
quest in writing signed by him and acknowl-
edged before a properly qualified officer and filed
with the office with which the nomination certifi-
cate or papers were filed. Such withdrawal must
be filed within three (3) days after the last day
for filing nomination certificates or papers.

Substituted Nomination Certificates

Where a candidate nominated for a special
election has withdrawn, a substituted nomination
certificate may be filed not later than seven (7)
days after the last 'day for filing nomination
certificates or papers.

Vacancies caused by the death of candidates
nominated for a special election shall be filled by
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filing substituted nomination certificates at any
time prior to the day on which the printing of
ballots is started.

Certification by Secretary of the
Commonwealth of Candidates for
Special Elections

Not later than the thirtieth (30th) day pre-
ceding the day fixed for any special election to
All a vacancy in the offices of United States
Senator, Representative in Congress, Senator
and Representative in the General Assembly, the
Secretary of the Commonwealth shall certify
to the proper county board or boards of elec-
tions the names and residences of all candidates
whose nomination certificates or nomination
papers have been duly filed, together with the
names of their respective political parties or
political bodies, substantially in the form of the
bailots to be used.

Conduct of Special Elections

All special elections shall be conducted in all
respects in accordance with the provisions re-
lating to November clections. This provision of
law includes the payment of the established filing
fees for nominations made by nomination papers.
There is no similar provisions for nominations
made by certificate,
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Primary and Election Expenses

Lawful Primary and Election Expenses

No candidate or treasurer of any political com-
mittee shall pay, give or lend or agree to pay,
give or lend, directly or indirectly, any money
or other valuable thing or incur any liability
on account of, or in respect to, any primary or
election expenses whatever, except for the fol-
lowing purposes:

FIRST. For printing and traveling expenses
and personal expenses incident thereto, sta-
tionery, advertising, postage, expressage, freight,
telegraph, telephone and public messenger ser-
vice,

SECOND. For the rental of radio facilities
and amplifier systems;

THIRD. For political meetings, demonstra-
tions, and conventions, and for the pay and
transportation of speakers;

FOURTH. For the rent, maintenance and
furnishing of offices;

FIFTH. For the payment of clerks, type-
writers, stenographers, janitors, and messengers
actually employed;

SIXTH. For the transportation of electors to
and from the polls;

SEVENTH. For the employment of watchers
at primaries and elections to the number and
in the amount permitted by law;

EIGHTH. For expenses, legal counsel, in-
curred in good faith in connection with any
primary or election;

NINTH. For contributions to other political
committees.

Expense Accounts to Be Filed

Every candidate for nomination or election,
and every treasurer of a political committee, or
person acting as such treasurer, must, within
thirty days after every primary and election at
which such candidate was voted for or with
which such political committee was concerned,
if the amount received or expended or liabilities
incurred -exceeds the sum of one hundred fity
dollars, file a true and detailed account, sub-
scribed and sworn to by him, setting forth each
and every sum of money received, contributed
or disbursed by him for primary or election ex-
penses, the date of each receipt, contribution
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and disbursement, the name of the person from
whom received or to whom paid, and the specific
object or purpose for which the same was dis-
bursed.

NOTE: Act No. 141 of 1963 further requires
that the account shall also include ALL RE-
CEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS FROM
THE PUBLICATION AND SALE OF ALL
PUBLICATIONS AND FROM THE TIME
OF THE LAST ACCOUNT (or from the time
of the formation of the political committee if
no prior account has been filed).

Such account shall also set forth the unpaid
debts and liabilities of any such candidate or
committee for primary or election expenses,
with the nature and amount of each, and to
whom owing. In the case of the treasurer of a
political committee, the account shall include
any unexpended balances of contributions or
other receipts appearing from the last previous
account filed by him. In the case of a candidate
for election who has previously filed an account
of his primary expenses as a candidate for nom-
ination, the account shall only include receipts,
contributions and disbursements subsequent to
the date of such prior account.

If the aggregate receipts or disbursements
and liabilities of a candidate or a political com-
mittee in connection with any primary or elec-
tion do not exceed one hundred fifty dollars,
the candidate or treasurer of the committee, as
the case may be, must, within thirty days after
the primary or election, certify that fact under
oath to the officer or board with whom expense
accounts are required to be filed.

If a candidate or political committee does not
receive any contributions or make any disburse-
ments or incur any liabilities, he or it is not
required to file any account or to make any
afhidavit, but such candidate or political com-
mittee shall be deemed for all purposes of this
act to have filed an expense account showing no
receipts, disbursements or liabilities for primary
or election expenses.

Every expense account filed shall be accom-
panied by vouchers for all sums expended
amounting to more than ten dollars. It is un-
lawful for any candidate, agent or treasurer to
disburse any money received from any anony-
mous source.
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With Whom Expense Accounts Shall Be Filed

Every account concerning primary or election
expenses incurred by or in regard to candidates
for office to be voted for by the electors of the
State at large must be filed with the Secretary
of the Commonwealth, and every account con-
cerning expenses incurred by or in regard to
candidates for other offices must be fled with
the county board of elections of the county
wherein the candidate resides: Provided, how-
ever, That if any account concerns expenses in
regard to candidates who do not all reside in
the same county, a duplicate of such account
shall be filed in the office of the county board
of elections of each county in which any such
candidate (not being a candidate for an office
to be voted for by the electors of the State at
large) resides.

If any account of any political committee con-
cerns the primary or election expense in regard
to both a candidate or candidates for an office
or offices to be voted for by the electors of the
State at large and also candidates for other
offices, such account shall be filed with the
Seccretary of the Commonwealth.

Contributions to Be Made to Candidates
or Treasurers

A person who is neither a candidate nor a
treasurer of any political committee may not
pay, give or lend, nor agree to pay, give or lend
any money or any other valuable thing to, nor
incur any liability for, any primary or election
expense whatever in behalf of any person or
persons, except a candidate or a political com-
mittee having a treasurer,

Corporation or Association Contributions
Prohibited

A corporation, or unincorporated association,
or an officer or agent thereof, whether incor-
porated under the laws of this or any other
state or any foreign country, except those
formed primarily for political purposes or a
political committee, may not pay, give or lend,
nor authorize to be paid, given or loaned, either
direcily or through any other person, or in re-
imbursement of any such payment, gift or loan
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by any other person, any money or other valu-
able thing belonging to such corporation or
unincorporated association or in its custody or
control, to any candidate or political committee
for the payment of any primary or clection ex-
penses for any political purpose whatever,

“Candidate” Defined in Connection with
Expense Accounts

“Candidate for nomination” shall mean a can-
didate at any primary for nomination to any
public office to be voted for in this State, and
shall not be limited to mean a person by or on
behalf of whom a nomination petition has been
filed in the manner provided by law, and whose
name is printed on the ballots or ballot labels
to be used at such primary, but shall include any
person whose name is written in on the ballot
by electors, or inserted by means of stamps or
stickers.

“Candidate for election” shall mean a candi-
date for election to any puhblic office to be voted
for in this State, and shall not be limited to
mean a person who has been nominated at a
primary or by a nomination certificate or nomi-
nation paper, in accordance with the provisions
of the law, and whose name is printed on the
ballots or baliot labels to be used at such elec-
tion, but shall include any person whose name
is written on the ballot by electors, or inserted
by means of statnps or stickers.

“Political Committee” Defined in Connection
with Expense Accounts

“Political committee” shall include every two
or more persons, who shzll be elected, appointed
or chosen, or who have associated themselves
or cooperated for the purpose, wholly or in part,
of raising, collecting or disbursing money, or
of controlling or directing the raising, collection
or disbursement of money for primary or elec-
tion expenses.

Treasurer of Political Committee

Every political committee shall appoint and
constantly maintain a treasurer to receive, keep
and disburse all sums of money which may be
collected or received by such committee or by
any of its members for primary or election ex-
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penses; and unless such treasurer is first ap-
pointed and thereafter maintained, it is untawful
for a political committee or any of its members
to collect, receive or disburse money or incur
liability for any such purpose. All money col-
lected or received by any political committee,
or by any of its members for primary or election
expenses, shall be paid over and made to pass
through the hands of the treasurer of such com-
mittee and shall be disbursed by him; and it is
unlawful for any political committee or any of
its members, to disburse any money for primary
or election expenses, unless such money has
passed through the hands of the treasurer.

Authorization of Political Committee to Act
for Candidates for Nomination and Election

A treasurer of any political committee may
not receive ot disbursc any money or incur any
liability for primary ‘expenses in furtherance of
the candidacy of any candidate for nomination,
until such political committee has been autho-
rized in writing by the candidate to receive and
disburse money and incur liability for his pri-
mary expense, and until a copy of such written
authorization has been filed in the office of the
Secretary of the Commonwealth, in the case of
State-wide committees, or in the office of the
county board of elections of the county in which
such treasurer maintains his office, in the case
of other committees,

A treasurer of any political committee may
not receive or disburse any money or incur any
liability for election expenses in furtherance of
the candidacy of any candidate for election,
until such political committee has been autho-
rized in writing by the candidate to receive and
disburse money and incur liability for his elec-
tion expenses, and until a copy of such written
authorization has been filed in the office of the
Secretary of the Commonwealth, in the case of
State-wide committees, or in the officc of the
county board of elections of the county in which
such treasurer maintains his office, in the case
of other committees, The treasurer of any State,
county, city, borough, township, ward or other
regularly constituted party committee of any
political party or political body, is authorized to
receive and disburse money and incur liability
for the election expenses of the candidates of
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such political party or political body, without
special written authorization from such candi-
dates.

Oath of Office

It is unlawful to administer the oath of office
to any candidate elected to any public office,
until the accounts and affidavits required by law
to be fited in respect of the primary expetse
(if such candidate was nominated at a primary)
and election expenses incurred by or in regard
to such candidate have been filed by the candi-
date and by the treasurer of every political
committee authorized, under the law, to receive
and disburse money and incur liability for his
primary or election expenses, or which, to his
knowledge, has received or disbursed money or
incurred liability for his primary or election
expenses, whether authorized as aforesaid or
not, and a person so elected shall not enter upon
the duties of his office until the said accounts
and affidavits have been filed, nor shall he re-
ceive any salary or other compensation ap-
purtenant to the office for any period prior to
the filing of such accounts and affidavits.

Inspection and Preparation of Accounts
and Affidavits

All expense accounts and affidavits shall be
open to public inspection in the office where they
are filed, and shall be carefully preserved by the
officer or board in charge thereof, and shall not
be removed for a period of two years after filing,
except upon the order of a competent court,
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Federal Regulations for
U. S. Congress

The Federal Corrupt Practices Act requires
all candidates for the offices of United States
Senator and Representative in Congress to file,
not less than ten {10) days nor more than fifteen
(15) days before any general or special election,
and also within thirty (30) days after an clection,
a full, correct and itemized statement of all
moneys and things of value received by him or
by anyone for him with his knowledge or con-
sent, from any source, in aid ot support of his
candidacy, together with the names of all those
who have furnished the same in whole or in
part; and such statements must contain a true
and itemized account of all moneys and things
of value given, contributed and in his behalf
with his knowledge and consent, expended, used,
or promised by him or by his agent, representa-
tive, or other persons for him, together with the
names of all those to whom and all such gifts,
contributions, payments or promises were made
for the purpose of procuring his election. With
this statement the candidate must enclose a re-
port based on the records of the Secretary of
the Commonwealth stating the number of votes
cast for all candidates for the office in which he
seeks e¢lection at the last preceding general
election. !

A candidate for United States Senator may
spend $10,000.00 or an amount equal to three
cents (.03¢) times the total votes cast at the last
general election for all candidates for that office,
but in no event in excess of $25,000.00. A candi-
date for Representative in Congress may spend
$2,500.00 or an amount equal to three cents
(.03¢) times the total votes cast at the last gen-
eral election for all candidates for that office, but
in np event in excess of $5,000.00. Moneys ex-
pended by a candidate for filing fees, personal
traveling and subsistence expenses, money for
stationery, postage, writing, printing {other than
for use on bill boards or in newspapers), dis-
tribution of letters, circulars, posters, or for
telegraph or telephone services, are not con-
sidered part of the expenditure limitations.

A similar statement must also be filed within
thirty days after the general or special election.
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Any committee, association or organization
accepting contributions or making expenditures
for the purpose of influencing the election of
candidates for United States Senator or Con-
gressnien must keep a detailed exact account of
all contributions, showing the name and address
of the persons to whom the expenditures are
made and the dates thereof, All expenditures
exceeding $10.00 must be verified by a receipted
Hill which must be kept for two years. Accounts
must be filed with the Clerk of the House of
Representatives of the United States between
the first and tenth days of March, June and
September of each year. Accounts must also be
filed on the first day of January for the preceding
calendar year showintg the names and addresses
of persons contributing $100.00 or more, the
sum of all other contributions, and the total
contributions for the year. The report tmust also
show the names and addresses of persons to
whom expenditures were made of $10.00 or more
showing the amount, date and purpose, the
total of all other smaller expenses, and the total
expenditures.

National banks, corporations organized by
Congressional Law or labor organizations may
not make coniributions or expenditures in con-
nection with any election to any political office,
or in connection with any primary election or
political convention or caucus held to select can-
didates for any political office, or in connection
with any election at which Presidential electors
or a United States Senator or Representative in
Congress are to be voted for, or in connection
with any primary election or political convention
or caucus held to select candidates for any of
the foregoing offices, or for any candidate,
political committee, or other person to accept
or receive any such prohibited contribution.
Corporations or labor organizations violating
these provisions shall be subject to a fine of not
more than $5,000.00 and every officer or director
consenting thereto shall be subject to a fine
of not more than $1,000.00 or imprisonment for
not more than one year, or both.

Every corporation or labor organization which
makes any contribution or expenditure in viola-
tion of this section shall be fined not more than
$5,000.00; and every officer or director of any
corporation, or officer of any labor organization,
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who consents to any contribution or expenditure
by the corporation or labor organization, as the
case may Dbe, and any person who accepts or
receives any contributions, in violation of this
section, shall be fined not more than $1,000.00
or imprisoned not more than one year, or both;
and if the violation was willful, shall be fined
not more than $10,000.00 or lmpnsoned not more
than two years, or hoth.

For the purposes of this act “labor orgamza-
tion” shall mean any organization of any kind,
or any agency or employe representation com-
mittee or plan, in. which employes participate
and which exists for the purpose, in whole or in
part, of dealing with employers concerning
grievances, labor disputes, wages, rates of pay,
hours of employment, or conditions of work.

The statements filed by the United States
Senators and Congressmen must he filed with
the Secretary of the United States Senate or
the Clerk of the House of Representatives,
Washington, D.C,, as the case may be.

Blank forms of statements will be furnished
upon application to the Secretary of the United
States Senate or the Clerk of the House of
Representatives at Washington, D.C.

HATCH ACT

The Federal Law, known as “The Hatch Act,”
among other restrictions on political activity,
prohibits interference with free elections for
Federal officers and for Presidential Electors.
It prohibits any political activity by certain
Federal employes and certain employes and of-
ficers of any state agency or local agency of an
activity financed in whole or in part by Federal
loans or grants. It prohibits solicitation of cam-
paign funds from persons receiving Federal
work relief or other relief. It prohibits the
promise of Federal employment as a reward for
political activity. It prohibits the purchase of
advertising, goods and commodities or articles
of any kind, the proceeds of which are to be
used for the benefit of any candidate for Federal
office. It limits campaign contributions for can-
didates for Federal office. It prohibits persons
contracting or negotlatmg to contract with the
United States or its agencies for services, sup-
plies, or sale of land or buildings, which contract
is to be paid from Congressional appropriations,
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from being solicited to make or making contri-
butions for political purposes; and it provides
procedure for enforcement and penalties for vio-
lation of its provisions.

According to an opinion of the Attorney Gen-
eral, covering National Guard personnel when
not in Federal service:

2. Members of the National Guard when not
in active Federal service are not prohibited from
engaging in political activities as individuals
providing their connection with, or their posi-
tion in, the Guard is not their sole occupation
or principal means of employment.

b. Anyone whose connections with, or posi-
tion in, the Guard is his sole occupation or prin-
cipal means of employment is prohibited from
engaging in political activity.
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Absentee Voting
(New)

Act No. 375 of the 1968 General Assembly
effected a number of important changes in Penn-
sylvania's Absentee Voting Law. The highlights
of the new law include an expanded definition
of “Duties, Occupation or Business” to include
leaves of absence for teaching, vacations, sab-
batical leaves, and all other absences associated
with the elector’s duties, occupation or business
—including also the elector’s spouse who accom-
panies the elector.

The following provisions must, in all cases, be
examined jointly with the earlier sections on
“Registration” and “Registration by Mail.”

The new amendment requires the voter either
to appear in person at the election board to pro-
cure an application form, or to submit by mail
a personally signed request for the application
form. The following classes of electors are ex-
cepted from this provision:

Military personnel, their spouses and depen-

dents, and Federal Service employees and

their spouses and dependents, all of whom
are qualified to make application on the Fed.
eral Government Absentee Ballot Application
form or on a similar form available at the

board of elections. Applications on behalf of a

Mititary elector must now be made by an

adult member of his immediate family. All

other Federal Service applicants, including
military spouses, must sign own application.

For voters who are patients in public institu-
tions, such as a county home or veterans’ hos-
pital, the new law provides that special teams
composed of one representative of each political
party be designated to visit each public institu-
tion in the county to receive and list the names
of persons desiring applications for absentee
ballots. The teams shall give such lists to the
Board of Elections which shall mail to each in-
dividual patient so listed an application for an
absentee ballot. The County Board of Elections
{(County Commissioners) shall then appoint
teams of three members, each Commissioner to
appoint one member of each team, to travel to
each public institution on the Friday preceding
the election to conduct the election at such in-

41



stitution by absentee ballot. After the votes are
cast, such teams shall collect the absentee bal-
lots and return them unopened to the Election
Board for delivery to the District Election
Boards at the respective polling places and to
be so counted by them at the close of the polls
on election day together with the baliots of the
other ahsentec voters.

The new law also stipulates that no absentee
ballot will be counted which is received by the
Board of Elections later than § P.M. on the
Friday before the election. The law also pro-
vides that such ballots must be delivered either
by mail or by the absentee voter in person.

Concerning the counting of the absentec bal-
lots, the new amendment provides that the ab-
sentee ballots shall be delivered, along with the
election supplies, to the respective District Elec-
tion Board; that the FElection Board at the
polling place count such absentee bhallots im-
mediately at the close of the polls on election
day.

Ahsentee voters who are back in their county
of residence on election day, or who have re-
covered from their illness on election day, are
now required to appear at the polling place and
vote, A Court Order is no longer required.

With respect to challenging ahsentee ballots
or absentee ballot applications, the new law
provides that a deposit of ten dollars ($10.00)
be submitted by the challenger for each such
challenge made. This deposit must be in cash
at the time of the challenge and is payahle to
the Judge of Elections (if the ballot is chal-
lenged), or to the Board of Elections {if the
application is challenged).

The new law further provides that any per-
son who shall violate any of the provisions of
the Absentee Voting Law shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof,
shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding
$1,000, or, to undergo imprisonment of not more
than one year, or both, in the discretion of the
Court.

The amendiment reduces the time irom a week
to three days for filing an Emergency Applica-
tion form for voters who experience unexpected
illness, accident, business trip, etc., which oe-
curs after the deadline for filing application.
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Retained are the full benefits of the “Federal
Voting Assistance Act of 1955" under which
Congress requested all States to give spouses
and dependents of servicemen the right to reg-
ister by mail concurrent with the time of voting
their absentee hallot. This provision also quali-
fied overseas Federal personnel, members of the
Merchant Marines, voters in services attached
to and rserving with the Armed Forces (Red
Cross, U.5.0., etc.), and the spouses and de-
pendents of the above.

Eligibility of Absentee Voters

As a general rule, the same eligibility exists
for an absentee voter as for a polling place voter,
i.e., he must be registered and must be a consti-
tutionally qualified elector. The constitutional
qualifications are:

Elector must have attained the age of 21 the
day after the election primary to be eligible to
vote at the election. He must have been a citi-
zen of the United States for at least one month;
a resident of Penunsylvania for at least ninety
days, and a resident of his election district for
at least sixty days.

All absentce voters must be registered elec-
tors except those in Military Service and Vet-
erans who are bedridden or hospitalized outside
the county of their residence. As you will note
in the discussion which follows, Pennsylvania
now permits absentee registration in certain
cases.

Who May Vote by Absentee Ballots

(1} Members of the armed forces whether
registered or not and hospitalized or bedridden
veterans QUTSIDE the county of residence,
whether registeted or not {no change from prior
law).

(2) Spouses and dependents of members of
the armed forces residing with or accompanying
them and absent from the county of residence,
IF REGISTERED or entitled to ABSENTEE
REGISTRATION;

(3) Members of the Merchant Marine, and
their spouses and dependents residing w1th or
accompanying them and absent from the State
or county of residence, IF REGISTERED or
entitled to ABSENTEE REGISTRATION;

(4) Persons in a religious or welfare group
attached to and serving with -the armed forces
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and their spouses and dependents residing with
or accompanying them, who are absent from
the State or county of residence, IF REGIS-
TERED or entitled to ABSENTEE REGIS-
TRATION;

(3) Civilian employes of the United States
outside the territorial limits of the United States
and the District of Columbia and their spouses
and dependents residing with or accompanying
them, IF REGISTERED or entitled to AB-
SENTEE REGISTRATION;

{6) Persons who are unable to attend their
polling place because of illness or physical dis-
ability, IF REGISTERED;

(7) Persons who are absent during the en-
tire period the polls are open for voting be-
cause of duties, occupation or business, IF
REGISTERED;

(8) Spouses or dependents accompanying per-
sonis employed by the Commonwealth or the
Federal Government within the territorial limits
of the United States and the District of Colum-
bia in the event such employe's duties, occupa-
tion or business require him to be absent from
the Commonwealth or county of residence, IF
REGISTERED.

(NOTE:—In no case do these provisions in-
clude persons confined in a penal or mental in-
stitution or persons who do not meet ALL of
the gqualifications for voting in regard to citi-
zenship, residence, age, etc., unless such per-
sons shall obtain the necessary qualifications
before the next ensuing election.)

How to Apply for Official Absentee Ballots

The Election Code sets forth the steps re-
quired to apply for an absentee ballot. The
requirements differ depending on whether you
are a military elector, a federal service em-
ploye (including a military spouse or depen-
dent), a hospitalized or bedridden veteran
outside the county of his residence, a business
person, a sick or disabled person, or a patient
in a public institution within the county,

Hereinafter is a list of such categories. Kindly
ascertain your category and follow the instruc-
tions thereunder. Remember, a separate appli-
cation must be made prior to each primary and
each election.

Category 1. Those in military service. Regis-
tration is not required. Must be a constitution-
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ally qualified elector. Must file an Official
Military Application form, or the Federal Form
No. 76 distributed by the United States Depart-
ment of Defense; application may be submitted
by any adult member of the immediate famity
only. Application may be made at any time, not
restricted to application deadlines.

Caution: Although not restricted by applica-
tion deadlines, the new provisions in the law now
require that the voted ballot must be received
by the Board of Elections no later than 5 P.M.
of the first Friday before the primary or elec-
tion. Therefore, applications should be made in
sufficient time to permtit the mailing to, and the
return of, the absentee ballot to meet this Fri-
day deadline; otherwise the ballot would be void.

A military elector who is home on election
day and who has not voted an absentee ballot
may, if registered, appear at his district polling
place and vote on a voting machine. In the
event such military elector is not registered, he
must procure an Emergency Court Order in or-
der to vote at his district polling place.

Category II. Federal Service Employees
{which include the following): 1. Any spouse
or dependent of a military elector. 2. Any elec-
tor {or spouse or dependent thereof) who is in
the service of Merchant Marine (if serving out-
side the Great Lakes or Inland Waterways); a
religious or welfare agency officially attached
to and serving with the Armed Forces; civilian
employment of the U. 5. Government outside
the territorial limits of the United States.

Must be registered. May register by mail
Registration deadlines do not apply. Must file
aon Official Military Application form, or Fed-
eral Form No. 76 distributed by the U. 5. De-
partment of Defense. Must sign own applica-
tion. May apply at any time, not restricted by
application deadlines.

Note: Federal employees and Merchant Ma-
rines who are stationed within the territorial
limits of the United States are covered in Cate-
gory IV under the same provisions as civilians
unavoidably absent from county on election day
due to duties, occupations or business.

The new law now requires that the absentee
ballot forwarded in response to such applica-
tion must be voted and received back in the
office of the Board of Elections not later than
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§ P.M. of the first Friday before the primary
or election. Therefore, applications should be
made in sufficient time to permit the mailing to,
and the return of, the absentee ballot to meet
this Friday deadline, otherwise the ballot will
be void.

Category I1I—Veterans who are hedridden or
hospitalized outside the county of their resi-
dence. Registration is not required. Must mail
a personally signed request in order to procure
an application. An official veteran’s application
will then be forwarded to the veteran, who must
exectite it and return it to the Board of Elec-
tions. May apply at any time, not restricted to
application deadlines. The new law now requires
that the absentee ballot forwarded in response
to such application must be voted and received
back in the office of the Bureau of Elections
not later than 5 P.A. of the first Friday before
the primary or election. Therefore, applications
should be made in sufficient time to permit the
mailing to, and the return of, the absentee bal-
lot to meet this Friday deadline, otherwise the
hallot will be void.

Category IV—Civilians Absent From County
of Residence on the day of the primary or elec-
tion on account of duties, occupation or busi-
ness. (The Pennsylvania General Assembly has
defined the words “duties, occupation or busi-
ness” to include leaves of absence for teaching,
vacations, sabbatical feaves, and all other ab-
sences associated with the elector’s duties, oc-
cupation or btusiness, and also to include an
clector’s spouse who accompanies the elector.)

Must have heen registered in the same man-
ner as a polling place voter. Must request an
application form: (1) either by appearing in
person at the office of the Board of Elections
to sign for the application form, or (2) by mail-
ing a personally signed request for an applica-
tion form. In the ecvent the application form
is not executed at the office of the Board of
Elections by the voter in person, the Board,
upon receipt of the signed, mailed request, will
forward an application form to the voter at the
address stated in the request. The voter should
execute this application form and return it either
in person or by mail as soon as possible in or-
der to meet the application deadline of 5 P.M.
of the Tuesday before the primary or election.
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Although the deadline for filing the official
application form remains the same, ie, 5 P.M.
of the first Tuesday prior to the primary or
election, the new law now requires that the
absentee ballot forwarded in response to such
application must be voted and received back in
the office of the Board of Elections not later
than 5 P.M. of the first Friday before the pri-
mary or election. Therefore, applications should
be made in sufficient time to permit the mailing
to, and the return of the absentee ballot to meet
this Friday deadline, otherwise the ballot will
be void. ’

Category V—Physically sick or disabled (ex-
cept patients in public institutions). Must be
registered. May be registered by mail or by a
visiting registrar on or before the registration
deadline of 50 days before the primary or elec-
tion. Written request for absentee registration
must be made to the Registration Commission
within a reasonable time before the registration
deadline.

Must request an application form (1) either
by appearing in person at the office of the Board
of Elections to sign for the application form, or
(2) by mailing a personaily signed request for
an application form. In the event the applica-
tion form is not executed at the office of the
Board of Elections by the voter in person, the
Board, upon receipt of the signed, mailed re-
quest, will forward an application form to the
voter at the address stated in the request. The
voter should execute this application form and
return it either in person or by mail as soon as
possible in order to meet the application dead-
line of 5 P.M. of the Tuesday before the primary
or election.

The application must be signed by the voter.
However, if the voter is unable to sign he is
excused from signing upon making a statement
witnessed by one adult person. If the shut-in,
sick or disabled voter does not have an attend-
ing physician to sign his application attesting to
his illness or physical disability, then he may
submit his application with the declaration and
signature of a registered elector of his election
district who is unrelated to him by blood or
marriage. If the voter requires assistance in
voting his absentee ballot, he must submit with
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his application a statement setting forth the pre-
cise nature of his disability and that he will still
suffer from such disability at the time of vot-
ing. This statement must be acknowledged be-
fore an officer qualified to take acknowledgments
of deeds. The voter selects an adult to assist
him in voting. The adult person rendering the
assistance executes a declaration to that effect.
If the disability is permanent and the voter will
thereafter at ensuing primaries or elections re-
quire assistance, that fact must be recorded on
his permanent registration voting card. The
Registration Commission will supply a form for
that purpose if such fact is not already entered
on the registration card.

Although the deadline for filing the Official
Application Form remains the same, i.e, 5 P.M.
of the first Tuesday prior to the primary or
election, the new law now requires that the ab-
sentee ballot forwarded in response to such ap-
plication must be voted and received back in
the office of the Board of Elections not later
than 5 P.M. of the first Friday before the pri-
mary or election. Therefore, applications should
be made in sufficient time to permit the mailing
to, and the return of the absentee ballot to meet
this Friday deadline. Otherwise, the ballot will
be void.

Category VI—Patients in Public Institutions.
Must be registered. May be registered by mail
or by a visiting registrar on or before the regis-
tration deadline of 50 days before the primary
or election. (Written request for absentee reg-
istration must be made to the Registration Com-
mission within a reasonable time before the
registration deadline.}

The new law now provides that special teams
composed of one representative of each political
party be designated to visit each public institu-
tion in the county to receive and list the narnes
of such persons desiring applications for ab-
sentee ballots. The teams shall give such lists
to the Board of Elections which shall mail to
each individual patient so listed an application
for an absentee ballot. The County Board of
Elections (County Commissioners) shaill then
appoint teams of three members, each Commis-
sioner to appoint one member of each team, tn
travel to each public institution on the Friday
preceding the election to conduct the election at
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such institution by absentee ballot, After the
votes are cast, such team shall collect the ab-
sentee ballots and return them unopened to the
Board of Elections for delivery to the District
Election Boards at the respective polling places
and to be so counted by them at the close of the
polls on election day together with the ballots
of the other absentee voters.

Emergency Applications. If an emergency
arises (unexpected illness or business trip)
after the deadline of Tuesday, 5 P.M. of the
week preceding the primary or. election, an
Emergency Application may be obtained from
the Board of Elections, either in person, by
mail, or by messenger. On these forms, the fact
of the emergency is attested to before a Notary
Public (or any person empowered to take ac-
knowledgments of deeds). Although the new
law sets the dcadlme of 5§ P.M. of the Friday
before the primary or election for the filing of
emergency applications, it also requires that the
absentee ballot must be voted and received back
in the office of the Board of Elections not later
than 5 P.M. of the first Friday before the pri-
mary or election. Therefore, emergency appli-
cations should be made in sufficient time to
permit the return of the absentee ballot to meet
this Friday deadline, Otherwise the ballot will
be void.

Date of Application for Absentee Ballot

Applications for absentee ballots from persons
designated in groups (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5)
may be made at any time prior to the primary
or election. )

Applications for absentee ballots from persons
designated in groups (6), (7) and (8) shall be
received in the office of the county board of
elections not earlier than fifty (50) days be-
fore any primary or election and not later than
five o'clock P.M. of the first Tuesday prior to
the day of any primary or election: Provided,
however, that if an elector is so physically dis-
abled or ill that he is unable to file his applica-
tion before the first Tuesday prior to any
primary or election or becomes ill or disabled
after the said first Tuesday and is unable to ap-
pear at his polling place, or any elector’s busi-
ness, duties or occupation will cause him to be
absent on the day of any primary or election
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unexpectedly. and without having had knowl-
edge thereof before the first Tuesday prior to
any primary or election, such elector can exe-
cute ‘an Emergency Application at any time
prior to five o'clock P.M. on the Friday preced-
ing any primary or clection.

Such Emergency Application, in the case of
illness or physical disability, shall contain a sup-
portmg ‘affidavit from the attending physician
stating that the elector’s condition was such
that he could not apply before the aforesaid
Tuesday or that the illness or disahility occurred
after the aforesaid Tuesday.

An Emergency Application from an elector
unexpectedly called away from his place of
residence after the first Tuesday prior to any
primary or election must contain the clector’s
supporting affidavit of all of the facts.

Approval of Application for Absentee Ballot

County boards of elections, upon receipt of
any application filed by a qualified elector not
required to be registered, shall ascertain from
the information on such application, district
register, or from any other source, that such
applicant possesses all the qualifications of a
qualified elector other than being registered or
enrolled. If the board is satisfied that the ap-
plicant is qualified to receive an official ahsentee
ballot, the application shall be tnarked *“ap-
proved.” Such approval decision shall be final
and binding except that challenges may be made
only on the ground that the applicant did not
possess qualifications of an absentee elector.
Such challenges must be made to the county
board of elections prior to 5 o’clock P.M. on the
first Friday prior to the election. When so
approved the county board of elections shall
cause the applicant’s name and residence (and at
a primary the party enrollment) to be inserted
in the Military, Veterans’' and Emergency Ci-
vilian Absentee Voters' File.

No application of any qualified elector in mili-
tary service shall be rejected for failure to in-
clude on his application any information, if such
information may be ascertained within a reason-
able time by the county board of elections,

County boards of elections, upon receipt of
any application filed by a qualified elector who
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is entitied under the provisions of the Perma-
nent Registration Law to absentee registration
prior to or concurrently with the time of voting
shall ascertain from the information on such ap-
plication or from any other source that such
applicant possesses all the qualifications of a
qualified elector. If the board is satisfied that
the applicant is entitled under the provisions of
the Permanent Registration Law to absentee
registration prior to or concurrently with the
time of voting, and that the applicant is quali-
fied to receive an official absentee ballot, the
application shall be marked “approved.” Such
approval decision shall be final and binding ex-
cept that challenges may be made only on the
ground that the applicant did not possess the
qualifications of an absentee elector prior to or
concurrently with the time of voting. Such
challenges must be made to the county board
of elections prior to 5 o’clock P.M. on the first
Friday prior to the election. When so approved
the county hoard of elections shall cause the
applicant’s name. and residence (and at a pri-
mary the party enrollment) to be inserted in the
Military, Veterans' and Emergency Civilian Ab-
sentee Voters' File.

County boards of elections, upon receipt of
any application of a qualified elector required to
be registered, shall determine the qualifications
of such applicant by comparing the information
set forth on such application with the informa-
tion contained on the applicant’s permanent reg-
istration card. If the board is satisfied that the -
applicant is qualified to receive an official ab-
sentee ballot the application shall be marked
“approved.” Such approval decision shall Dbe
final and binding, except that challenges may
be macde only on the ground that the applicant
did not possess the qualifications of an absentee
elector. Such challenges must be made to the
county hoard of elections prior to 5 P.M. on
the first Friday prior to the election. When so
approved, the registration commission shall
cause an absentee voter’s temporary registration
card to be inserted in the district register on
top of and along with the permanent registra-
tion card. The absentee voter's temporary reg-
istration card shall be in duplicate and the same
size as the permanent registration card, in a dif-
ferent and contrasting color to the permanent
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registration card and shall contain the absentee
voter's name and address and shall conspicu-
ously contain the words “Absentee Voter.”
Such card shall also contain the affidavit un-
der section “Voting by Absentee Electors.”
Provided, however, that the duties of the county
boards of elections and the registration com-
missions with respect to the insertion of the
absentee voter’s temporary registration card of
any elector from the district register shall in-
clude only such applications and emergency
applications as are received on or before the
first Tuesday prior to the primary or election.
In all cases where applications are received
after the first Tuesday prior to the primary or
etection and before five o’clock P.M, on the first
Friday prior to the primary ot election, the
county board of elections shall determine the
qualifications of such applicant by comparing
the information set forth on such application
with the information contained on the appli-
cant’s duplicate registration card on file in the
General Register (also referred to as the Master
File) in the office of the Registration Commis-
sion and shall cause the name and residence
(and at primaries the party enroliment) to be
inserted in the Military, Veterans’ and Emer-
gency Civilian Absentee Voters’ File. In addi-
tion, the local district boards of elections shall,
upon canvassing the official absentee ballots,
examine the voting check list of the election
district of said elector’s residence and satisfy
itself that such elector did not cast any ballot
other than the one properly issued to him under
his absentee ballot application. In all cases
where the examination of the local district
board of elections discloses that an elector did
vote a ballot other than the one properly issued
to him under the absentee ballot application the
local district board of elections shal!l thereupon
cancel said absentee ballot and said elector shall
be subject to the penalties as hereinafter set
forth.

In the event that any application for an official
absentee ballot is not approved by the county
board of elections, the elector shall be notified
immediately to that effect with a statement
by the county board of the reasons for the
disapproval.
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Absentee Electors’ Files and Lists

County boards of elections shall maintain at
their offices a file containing the duplicate ab-
sentee voter’s temporary registration cards of
every registered elector to whom an absentee
ballot has been sent. Such duplicate absentee
voter’s temporary registration cards shall be
filed by election districts and within each elec-
tion district in exact alphabetical order and
indexed. The registration cards so filed shall
constitute the Registered Absentee Voters File
for the Primary or Election of (date of primary
or election) and shall be kept on file for a period
commencing the Tuesday prior to the day of the
primary or election until the day following the
primary or election or the day the county board
of elections certifies the returns of the primary
or election, whichever date is later. Such file
shall be open to public inspection at all times,
subject to reasonable saieguards, rules and
regulations. .

County boards of elections shall post in a con-
spicuous public place at their offices a master list,
arranged in aiphabetical order by election dis-
tricts, setting forth the name and residence (and
at primaries the party enrollment) of (1) every
military elector to whom an absentee ballot is
being sent (each such name to be prefixed with
an “M"); (2) every bedridden or hospitalized
veteran outside the county of his residence who
is not registered and to whom an absentee hallot
is being sent {each such name to be prefixed with
a “V™); and (3) every registered elector who has
filed his application for an absentee ballot too
late for the extraction of his original registration
card and to whom a ballot is being sent and
every qualified elector who has filed his applica-
tion for an absentee ballot and is entitled under
provisions of the Permanent Registration Law to
absentee registration prior to or concurrently
with the time of voting (each such name to be
prefixed with a “C’™), This list shail be known
as the Military, Veterans’ and Emergency Ci-
vilian Absentee Voters' File for the Primary or
Election of (date} and shall be posted for a
period commencing the Tuesday prior to the
day of the primary or election until the day
following the primary or clection or the day
on which the county board of elections certifies
the returns of the primary or election, whichever
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date is later. Such file shall be open to public
inspection at all times, subject to reasomnable
safeguards, rules and regulations. This posted
list shall not contain any military address or
reference to any military organization.

Upon written request, the county board shall
furnish a copy of such list to any candidate or
party county chairman.

Not less than five days preceding the election,
the chief clerk shall prepare a list for each elec-
tion district showing the names and post office
addresses of all voting residents thercof to whom
official absentee ballots shall have bheen issued.
Each such list shall be prepared in duplicate,
shall be headed “Persons in {(give identity of
election district) to whom absentee ballots have
been issued for the election of (date of elec-
tion},” and shall be signed by him not less than
four dayvs preceding the election. He shall post
the original of each such list in a conspicuous
place in the office of the county election board
and see that it is kept so posted until the close
of the polls on election day. He shall cause the
duplicate of each such list to be delivered to
the judge of election in the election district in
the same manner and at the same time as are
provided in this act for the delivery of other
elections supplies, and it shall be the duty of such
judge of election to post such duplicate list in
a conspicuous place within the polling place of
his district and see that it is kept so posted
throughout the time that the polls are open.
Upon written request, he shall furnish a copy
of such list to any candidate or party county
chairmait.

Official Absentee Voters’ Ballots

In districts in which paper ballots are used, the
hallots for use by such absentee electors shall be
the official ballots printed for use by the electors
voting in person at the polls: Provided, however,
that the county boards of elections, when detach-
ing the official ballots for absentee electors, shall
be required to indicate on the stub of each ballot
so detached the name of the applicant to which
that precise ballot is being sent. The county
hoards of elections shall also be required to re-
move the numbered stub from each such ballot
and shall thereupon print, stamp, or endorse in
red color upon such official ballots the words
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“Official Absentee Ballot”, Such ballots shall be
distributed by such boards as hereinafter pro-
vided.

In districts in which voting machines are used,
and in those districts in which paper ballots are
used and the county bhoards of elections therein
do not print official absentee ballots, the ballots
for use by such absentee electors shall be pre-
pared sufficiently in advance by the county
boards of elections and shall be distributed by
such boards as hereinafter provided. Such bal-
lots shall be marked “Official Absentee Ballot”
but shall not be numbered and shall otherwise
be in substantially the form for official ballots.

In cases where there is not time, in the opinion
of the county boards of elections, to print on said
ballots the names of the various candidates for
district, county and local offices, the ballots shall
contain blank spaces only under the titles of such
offices in which electors may insert the names of
the candidates for whom thev desire to vote, and
in such cases the county boards of elections shall
furnish to electors lists containing the names of
all the candidates named in nomination petitions
ot who have been regularly nominated, for the
use of such electors in preparing their ballots.

Envelopes for Official Absentee Ballots

The county boards of elections shall provide
two additional envelopes for each official absen-
tee ballot, of such size and shape as shall be
prescribed by the Secretary of the Common-
wealth, in order to permit the placing of one
within the other and both within the mailing
envelope. On the smaller of the two envelopes
to be enclosed in the mailing envelope shall be
printed, stamped or endorsed the words ‘“Official
Absentee Ballot” and nothing else. On the
larger of the two envelopes to be enclosed within
the maliling envelope shall be printed the form
of the declaration of the elector and the name
and address of the county board of elections of
the proper county. The larger envelope shall
also contain information indicating the local
election district of the absentee voter. Said form
of declaration and envelope shall be as pre-
seribed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth
and shall contain, among other things, a state-
ment of the elector’s qualifications, together with
a statement that such elector has not already
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voted in such primary or election. The mailing
envelope addressed to the elector shall contain
the two envelopes, the official absentee ballot,
list of candidates, the uniform insiructions in
form and substance as prescribed by the Secre-
tary of the Commonwealth and nothing else.
Envelopes for electors previously designated in
groups (1} to (3) inclusive shall have printed
across the face of each transmittal or return
envelope two parallel, horizontal, red bars, each
one-quarter inch wide, extending from ome side
of the envelope to the other side, with an in-
tervening space of one-quarter inch, the top bar
to be one and one-quarter inches from the top
of the envelope, and with the words “Official
Election Balloting Material via Air Mail” be-
tween the bars. There shall be printed in the
upper right corner of each such envelope, in a
box, the words “Free of U. 5. Postage Including
Air Mail”. All printing on the face of each
such envelope shall be in red and there shall be
printed in the upper left corner of each such
envelope the name and address of the county
board of elections of the proper county or blank
lines for return address of the sender.

The aforesaid envelope addressed to the elec-
tor may contain absentee registration forms
where required, and shall contain detailed in-
structions on the procedures to be observed in
casting an absentee ballot as prescribed by the
Secretaty of the Commonwealth, together with
return envelope upon which is printed the name
and address of the registration commission of
the proper county. This envelope shall in all
other respects be identical with the one described
in the preceding paragraph.

Delivering or Mailing Ballots

The county boards of elections, upon receipt
of an application filed by any qualified elector
designated in groups (1) to (5) inclusive shall
as soon as possible after the respective district
ballots are printed, and in no event later than
the second Tuesday prior to the day of the
primary or election, commence to deliver or mail
official absentee ballots to all such electors whose
applications have been approved. As additional
applications of such electors are received the
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board shall deliver or mail official absentee bal-
lots to such additional electors within forty-eight
hours after approval of their applications.

The county boards of elections, upon receipt
and approval of an application filed by any elec-
tor designated in groups (6), (7) and (8) shall
commence to deliver or maii official absentee bal-
lots on the second Tuesday prior to the primary
or election. As additional applications are re-
ceived and approved the board shall deliver or
mail official absentee ballots to such additional
electors within forty-eight hours.

Voting by Absentee Electors

At any time after receiving an official absentee
ballot, but on or before 5 o'clock P.M. on the
Friday prior te the primary or election, the
clector shall, in secret, proceed to mark the
ballot only in black lead pencil, indelible pencil,
or blue, black or blue-back ink in fountain pen
or ball point pen. He shall then fold the ballot,
enclose and securely seal the same in the en-
velope on which is printed, stamped or endorsed
“Official Absentee Ballot”. This envelope shall
then be placed in the second one on which is
printed the form of declaration of the elector
and the address of the elector’s county board of
elections and the local district of the elector.
The elector shall then fill out, date and sign the
declaration printed on such envelepe. Such en-
velope shall then be securely sealed and the
elector shall send same by mail postage prepaid
(except where franked) or deliver it in person
or by representative to said county board of
etections.

Provided, however, that any elector, spouse of
the elector, or dependent of the elector, desig-
nated in groups (4) and (5) as qualified to vote
by absentee ballot, shall be required to include
on the form of declaration a supporting declara-
tion to be signed by the head of the department
or chief of division or bureau in which the
elector is employed, setting forth the identity
of the elector, spouse of the elector, or depen-
dent of the elector.

Provided, further, that any elector who has
filed his application and is unable to sign his
declaration because of illness or physical dis-
ability shall be excused from signing, upon
making a declaration, witnessed by one adult
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person, in substantially the following form: I
hereby declare that I am unable to sign my
declaration for voting my absentee ballot with-
out assistance because T am unable to write, by
reason of my illness or physical disability. T
have made or received assistance in making my
mark in lieu of my signature.

{(Mark)

(Complete Address of Witness)

If any elector, excepting an elector in mili-
tary service or any elector unable to go to his
polling place because of illness or physical dis-
ability, entitled to vote an official absentee
ballot, shall be in the county of his residence
on the day for holding the primary or election
for which the ballot was issued, or if any such
elector shall have recovered from his illness or
physical disability sufficiently to permit him to
present himself at the proper polling place for
the purpose of casting his ballot, such absentee
ballot cast by such elector shall be declared void.

Any such elector who is within the county of
his residence must present himself at his polling
place, and shall be permitted to vote, upon
presenting himsélf at his regular polling place,
in the same manner as he could have voted had
he not received an absentee ballot: Provided,
that such elector has first presented himself to
the judge of elections in his local election dis-
trict and shall have signed the affdavit on the
absentee voter's temporary registration card,
which affidavit shall be in substantially the fol-
lowing form:

I hereby swear that [ am a qualified regis-
tered elector who has obtained an absentee
ballot; however, I am present in the county of
my resitdence and physically able to present
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myself at my polling place and therefore request
that my absentee ballot be voided.

(Local Judge of Elections)

An elector who has received an-absentee bal-
lot under the emergency application provision,
and for whom, therefore, no temporary absen-
tee voter’s registration card is in the district
register, shall sign the aforementioned afhdavit
in any case, which the local judge of elections
shall then cause to be inserted in the district
regciister with the elector’s permanent registration
card.

Assistance in Voting by Certain Electors

Any elector designated in group (6) and quali-
fied to vote an official absentee ballot may re-
ceive assistance in voting (1) if there is recorded
on his registration card his declaration that he
has a physical disability which renders him un-
able to see or mark the official absentee ballot,
the exact nature of such disability being recorded
on such registration card, (2) if such elector re-
quiring assistance submits with his application
for an official absentee hallot a statement setting
forth the precise nature of the disability which
tenders him unable to see or mark the official
absentee ballot and that to the best of his knowl-
edge and belief he will stiil suffer from the said
physical disability at the time of voting his offi-
cial absentee ballot. He shall acknowledge the
same before an officer qualified to take acknowl-
edgement of deeds. Such statement shall be in
substantially the following form:

Statement of Absentee Elector
Requiring Assistance

{Name of voter requiring assistance)
state that I require assistance in marking the
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official absentee ballot that will be issued to
me for the primary or election to be held

(Date)

(Date of signature or mark)

Commonwealth of Pennsylvanial g4
County of ................... §

Onthis ......dayof ............... 19..
before me .............. ... ... ... the under-
signed officer personally appeared .......... ..

................ known to me (or satisfactorily
proven) to be the person whose signature or
mark appears on the within instrument and ac-
knowledged the same for the purposes therein
contained.

In witness whereof 1 have hereunto set my
hand and official seal.

(Title of Officer)

Upon receipt of the official absentee ballot
such elector requiring assistance may select an
adult person to assist him in voting, such as-
sistance to be rendered in secret. The adult per-
son rendering the assistance in voting is required
to fill out, date and sign the declaration in the
form as sct forth below. Such declaration form
shall be returned to the county board of elec-
tions in the mailing envelope addressed to the
county board of elections, within which the
small “official absentee ballot” is returned.
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Declaration of Person Rendering Assistance

(Name of Person rendering assistance)

aduft person hereby declare that I have wit-
nessed the aforesaid elector’s signature or mark
and that I have caused the aforesaid elector's
ballot to be marked in accordance with the de-
sires and instructions of the aforesaid elector.

(Address)

Certain Electors Voting Absentee Ballots in
Districts of Residence

Whenever any qualified elector in actual mili-
tary service is present in his voting district of
residence on any primary, special, municipal or
general election day and has not already voted
in such election, he may apply in person at the
office of the county board of elections of the
county of his residence and he shall then and
there execute his application for an official ab-
sentee ballot.

Each such application shall be in the form and
shall contain the information required by this
act, together with a statement by the applicant
that he has not already voted in the election.

The county boards of elections shall ascertain
from the information on such application, or
from any other source, that such applicant pos-
sesses all the qualifications of a qualified elector,
other than heing rcgistered or enrolled. If the
board is satisfied that the applicant is qualified
to receive an official absentee ballot the appli-
cation shall he marked “Approved”, subject to
the limitations set forth under section “Approval
of Application for Absentee Ballot.” When so
approved, the county board of elections shall
cause the applicant’s name and residence f{and
at primaries the party enroliment) to be inserted
in the “Military, Veterans’ and Emergency Ci-
vilian Absentee Voters’ File".

Upon receiving an official absentee ballot and
envelopes therefor he shall in secret in the office
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of the county board of elections vote the ballot
and execute the declaration as prescribed. The
elector shall then securely seal the second enve-
fope and hand it to the chief clerk of the county
board of elections, who shall securely keep same
until the county board meets to canvass official
absentee ballots.

Canvassing of Official Absentee Ballots

The county boards of elections, upon receipt
of official absentee ballots in such envelopes,
shall safely keep the same in sealed or locked
containers until they distribute same to the ap-
propriate local election districts in a manner
prescribed by the Secretary of the Common-
wealth.

The county board of elections shall then
distribute the absentee Dballots, unopened, to
the absentee voter’s respective election district
concurtently with the distribution of the other
election supplies. Absentee ballots shall be can-
vassed immediately and continuously without
interruption - until completed after the close of
the polls on the day of the election in each
election district. The results of the canvass of
the absentee ballots shall then be included in
and returned to the county board with the
returns of that district. No absentee ballot shall
be counted which is received in the office of
the county board of election later than 5 o'clock
P.M. on the Friday immediately preceding the
primary or November election. Watchers shall
be permitted to be present when the envelopes
containing official absentee ballots are opened
and when such ballots are counted and recorded.

Whenever it shall appear by due proof that
any absentee clector who has returned his ballot
in accordance with the provisions of law has
died prier to the opening of the polls on the
day of the primary or election, the ballot of such
deceased elector shall be rejected by the can-
vassers; but the counting of the ballot of an
elector thus deceased shall not of itself invalidate
any nomination or election.

At such time the local clection board shall
then further examine the declaration on each
envelope not so set aside and shall compare
the information thereon with that contained in
the ‘Registered Absentee Voters File,” the
. absentee voters’ list and the “Military Veterans
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and Emergency Civilians. Absentee Voters File.”
If the local election beard is satisfied that the
declaration is sufficient, and the information
contained in the “Registered Absentee Voters
File,” the absentee voters' list and the “Military
Veterans and Emergency Civilians Absentee
Voters File,” verifies his right to vote, the local
election hoard shall announce the name of the
elector and shall give any watcher present an
opportunity to challenge any absentee elector
upon the ground or grounds (1) that the ab-
sentee elector is not a qualified elector; or {2)
that the absentee elector was within the county
of his residence on the day of the primary or
election during the period the polls were open,
except where he was in military service or ex-
cept in the case where his ballot was obtained
for the reason that he was unable to appear
personally at the polling place because of illness
or- physical disability; or (3) that the absentee
elector was able to appear personally at the
polling place on the day of the primary or elec-
tion during the period the polls were open in
the case his ballot was obtained for the reason
that he was unable to appear personally at the
pelling place because of illness or physical dis-
ability. Upon challenge of any absentee elector,
as set forth herein, the local election board shall
mark ‘‘challenged” on the envelope, together
with the reason or reasons therefor, and the
same shall be set aside for return to the county
hoard, unopened, pending decision by the county
board, and shall' not be counted. All absentee
ballots not challenged for any of the reasons
provided herein shall e counted and included
with the general return of paper ballots or
voting machines, as the case may be as follows.
Thereupon, the local election hoard shall open
the envelope of every unchallenged abseniee
elector in such manner as not-to destroy the
declaration executed thereon. All of such en-
velopes on which are printed, stamped or en-
dorsed the words “Official Absentee Batlot”
shall be placed in one or more depositories at
one time and said depository or depositories
well shaken and the envelopes mixed hefore any
envelope is taken therefrom. If any of these
envelopes shall contain any extraneous marks
or identifying symbols other than the words
“Official Absentee Ballot,” the envelopes and
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the ballots contained therein shall be set aside
and declared void. The local election board shall
then break the seals of such envelopes, remove
the ballots and record the votes in the same
manuer as district election officers are required
to record votes. With respect to the challenged
- ballots, they shall be returned to the county
board with the returns of the local election dis-
trict where they shall be placed, unopened, in a
secure, safe and sealed container in the custody
of the county board until it shall fix a time and
place for a formal hearing of all such challenges
and notice shall be given where possible to alt
absentece electors thus challenged and to every
attorney, watcher or candidate who made such
challenge. The time for the hearing shall not
be later than seven (7) days after the date of said
challenge. On the day fixed for said hearing,
the county board shall proceed without delay to
hear said challenge and, in hearing the testimony,
the county board shall not be bound by tech-
nical rules of evidence. The testimony presented
shall be stenographically recorded and made
part of the record of the hearing. The decision
of the county board in upholding or dismissing
any challenges may be reviewed by the court
of common pleas of the county upon a petition
filed by any person aggrieved by the decision of
the county board. Such appeal shall be taken
within two (2) days after such decision shall
have been made, whether reduced to writing or
not, to the court of common pleas, setting forth
the objections to the county board's decision and
praying for an order reversing same. Pending
the final determination of all appeals, the county
board shali suspend any action in canvassing and
computing all challenged ballots irrespective
of whether or not appeal was taken from the
county board’s decision. UJpon completion of the
computation of the returns of the county, the
voles cast upon the challenged official absentec
ballots shall be added to the other votes cast
within the county.

Any person challenging an application for an
absentee ballot or an absentee ballot for any of
the reasons provided shall deposit the sum of
ten dollars ($10.00) in cash with the local elec-
tion board. In cases of challenges made to the
local election board and with the county board in
cases of challenges made to the county board for
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which he shall be issued a receipt for each
challenge made, which sum shall only be re-
funded if the challenge is sustained or if the
challenge is withdrawn within five (5} days after
the primary or election. If the challenge is
dismissed by any lawful order, then the deposit
shall be forfeited. All deposit money received
by the local election board shall be turned over
to the county hoard simultaneously with the
return of the challenged ballots. The county
hoard shall deposit all deposit money in the
general fund of the county.

Notice of the requirements for persons who
lhave obtained an absentee ballot and find them-
selves able to go to the polls on the primary or
election day (set forth in “Voting by Absentee
Electors”) shall be printed on the envelope for
the absentee ballot.

Public Records

All official absentee ballots, files, applications
for such ballots, and envelopes on which the
executed declarations appear, and all informa-
tion and lists, are designated and declared to
be public records and shall be safely kept for a
period of two years, except that no information
concerning a military elector shall be made pub-
lic which is expressly forbidden by the War
Department because of military security.

Violations of Provisions Relating to
Absentee Electors’ Ballots

If any person shall sign an application for
absentee ballot or declaration of elector on the
forms prescribed, knowing any matter declared
therein to be false, or shall vote any ballot other
than one properly issued to him, or vote or at-
tempt to vote more than once in any election for
which an absentee ballot shall have been issued
to him, or shall violate any other provisions of
the laws relating to absentee voting, he shalil be
guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon counviction
shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding
one thousand dollars ($1000), or be imprisoned
for a term not exceeding one year, or both, at
the discretion of the court.

If any chief clerk, member of a board of elec-
tions, member of a return board or member of a
board of registration comissioners shall neglect
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or refuse to perform any of the duties prescribed
by the laws relating to absentee voting, or shall
reveal or divulge any of the details of any ballot
cast in accordance with the provisions of law, or
shall count an absentee ballot knowing the same
to be contrary to the provisions of law, or shall
reject an absentee ballot without reason to be-
lieve that the same is contrary to the provisions
of law, or shall permit an elector to cast his bal-
lot at a polling place knowing that there has
been issued to the elector an absentee ballot, he
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon con-
viction shall be punished by a fine not exceeding
one thousand dollars ($1000), or be imprisoned
for a term of one year, or both, at the discretion
of the court.
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Conduct of Elections

When Elections Are Held

1. The “General Election” is the election
which is held jn all even-numbered years on the
Tuesday next following thc first Monday of
November.

2. The ‘Municfpal Election” is the election
which is held in all odd-numbered years on the
Tuesday next foilowing the first Monday of
November.

3. The "“Primary Election” is the election held
on the third Tuesday of May in all years, except
in presidential years, when it is held on the
fourth Tuesday of April.

Voting Hours

At all primaries and elections the polls shail
be opened at 7 o'clock A.M. Prevailing Time,
and shall remain open continuously until §
o'clock P.M. Prevailing Time.

Election’ Officers

The election beard in every district consists of
a judge of election and two (2) inspectors of
election. They are elected at Municipal elections
and serve for a term of four years, beginning the
first Monday of January following their election,
In paper ballot districts each inspector shall ap-
point one clerk to serve at the election. In
voting-machine districts one clerk shall be ap-
pointed by the minority inspector to serve at
the election. In addition thereto, in each district
in which more than one voting machine is used,
the county board of elections shall appoint a
voting machine inspector for each additional
machine to be used in such district.

Each elector may vote for one inspector and
the majority inspector in any district is the one
who received the highest number of votes at
the election. The minority inspector is the one
who received the second highest number of votes
at the election.

Preliminary .Duties

All election officers are required to be at the
polling place at least thirty (30) minutes before
7 o’clock A.M., so that the board may organize
and take care of the preliminary details. The
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election officers shall thereupon in the presence
of each other take and subscribe in duplicate to
the respective oaths of office as required by law.
The minority inspector or a magistrate, alder-
man or justice of the peace shall administer the
oath of office to the judge of election, who then
shall administer the ocath to the inspectors, clerks
and machine inspectors. The oaths must be
signed in duplicate by the persons so sworn at
the time the board is being organized and before
the electors are permitted to vote and must be
attested by the officer who administered the oath.
Any election officer who shall act as such with-
out first bemg duly sworn, or any judge or
minority inspector who refuses or fails to ad-
minister an oath in the manner required, shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to a fine and
imprisonment.

Filling Vacancies on Election Boards

If a vacancy occurs on an election board prior
to the date of any primary or election, it shall be
filled by appointment by the Court of Quarter
Sessions of the proper county. In the case of
such an appointment by the Court the person so
appointed shall serve for the unexpired term of
the person so succeeded.

Vacancies on election boards occurring on
election day shall be filled as follows:

1. If any judge of election shall not appear at
the polling place by 7 o’clock A.M., the
majority inspector shall appoint a judge
who is qualified to act;

2. If any majority inspector shall not appear
at said hour, the judge of election shall ap-
point as majority inspector a person whe is
qualified to act;

3. If any minority inspector shall not appear
at said hour, the person who received the
second highest vate for judge of election at
the preceding municipal election shall serve
as minority inspector, if available and if
qualified. If such person is not available or
not qualified, the electors of the district
then present shall, under the supervision
of the judge of election, elect one of their
number who is qualified to fill the vacancy;

4. If any clerk shall not appear at said hour,
the inspector who appointed the clerk shall
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appoint a qualified person to fll the va-
cancy,

5. 1f any machine inspector shall not appear
at said time, the judge of election shall no-
tify the county board of elections, who
shall immediately appoint a qualified ma-
chine inspector to fill the vacancy;

6. 1f, for any reason any vacancy shall not
have been hAlled by 7:30 A M., the qualified
electors of the district then present shall
elect a qualified person or persons to fill
such vacancies. )

Any person elected or appointed at the polling
place to fill a vacancy on the day of an election
shall serve ONLY FOR THAT ELECTION.
He does not serve for the unexpired term of
the previously elected officer whose vacancy he
is flling.

(NOTE: In Counties of the Third Class, the
Court of Common Pleas may appoint addmonal
clerks at the polling places where needed, if
requested to do so by the county board of elec-
tions. In all such cases a clerk irom EACH of
the two political parties must be appointed.)

Qualifications of Election Officers

Election officers shall be qualified, registered
etectors of the district in which they are elected
or appointed. No person shall be qualified to
serve as an election officer who shail hold, or
shall within two months have held, any office,
appointment or employment in or under the
Government of the United States or of this
State, or of any city, county, borough, township,
incorporated town, school district, poor district
or of any municipal board, commission or trust
in any city, save only justices of the peace and
aldermen, notaries public and persons in the
militia service of the State; nor shall any election
officer be eligible to any civil office to be voted
for at a primary or election at which he shall
serve, except that of an election officer.

Organizing the Board

After the election board has been sworn, the
ballot box which has been delivered to them
shall be opened, and all baliots and other papers
which may be found therein shall be destroyed.
Then the ballot box shall be locked securely and
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not, under any circumstances, be opened again
until after the polls are closed.

One card of instructions and one card of pen-
alties shall be posted in each voting booth, and
three or more cards of instructions and penalties
and five or more specimen ballots shall be posted
in the voting room out51de the guard rail {at
primaries at least five specimen ballots of each
party shazll be posted). Cards of instructions,
penalties, and specimen ballots shall be distrib-
uted to any electors who request them, as long
as the supply lasts.

The instructions and penalties should be read
carefully by the election board, who also should
see that each booth is properly curtained and
supplied with a pencil, indelible pencil or ball
point pen.

The election officers shall publicly open the
packages containing the ballots and supplies. If
there i1s any shortage the county board oi elec-
tions should be notified immediately. Among
other contents will be blank voters' certificates
with the district registers containing the per-
manent registration cards.

THE VOTERS' CERTIFICATES ARE TO
BE HANDLED BY ELECTION OFFICERS
ONLY, NO OTHER PERSON SHOULD BE
PERMITTED TO HANDLE OR DISTRIB-
UTE VOTERS' CERTIFICATES. THE
ELECTION OFFICERS WILI. BE HELD
RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL VOTERS' CER-
TIFICATES WHICH HAVE BEEN DE-
LIVERED TO THEM.

Without any exception, ALL certificates must
be returned to the county election board with
the district register.

Assignment of Duties of the Board

The judge of election shall assign the duties
of the election board.

He shall designate one of the inspectors to
take charge of the district register and to make
the required entries therein. In paper ballot dis-
tricts the other inspector shall have charge of
the receipt and deposit of ballots in the ballot
box, the judge or one of the clerks shall issue
the Dballots to electors after they are found en-
titled to vote, and the other clerk shall have
charge of the voters’ certificates and shall file
them as they are received and approved.
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‘In districts in which voting machines are
used, the other inspector or clerk shall have
charge of the voters’ certificates, and the judge
shall have special charge of the operation of
the voting machine. However, the judge may
make other arrangements for the division of
the duties imposed on the election board, so
long as each election officer and clerk is assigned
some specific duty to perform. If more than one
voting machine is used, the judge shall assign
one machine inspector to have charge of the
operation of each machine. The judge shall as-
sign two members of the election board or clerks
to keep two numbered lists of voters'during the
progress of the voting.

Any election officer, clerk’ or machine inspec-
tor may be assigned by the judge of election to
assist another officer, clerk or machine inspec-
tor in the performance of his duties, or to per-
form them for him during his temporary absence
or disability. ‘

IF AT ANY STAGE OF THE ELECTION
THE OFFICERS ARE IN DOQUBT AS TO
ANY QUESTION OF LAW OR PROCE-
DURE, THEY SHOULD CALL THE
COUNTY ELECTION BOARD AT ONCE,

Voting Regulations

Until the polls are closed, no person shall be
allowed in the polling place outside of the en-
closed space at any primary or election, except
the watchers, voters (not exceeding ten at any
one time) who are awaiting their turn to vote,
and peace officers, when necessary for the pres-
ervation of the peace. No elector shall be al-
lowed to occupy a voting compartment.or vot-
ing machine booth already occupied by another,
except when giving assistance as provided by
law. .

Not more than twice as many electors wait-
ing to vote as there are voting compartments in
use in the district shall be admitted within the
enclosed space at any one time. Thus, if there
are five voting booths, ten persons may be in-
side the enclosed space awaiting their turn to
vote; if there are six booths, twelve persons,
etc. Of course, no elector shall be permitted to
enter inside the enclosed space until he shall be
found to be entitled to vote.
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An elector, except an election officer, clerk,
machine inspector or overseer, shall not be al-
lowed to re-enter the enclosed space after he
has once left it, except to give assistance as
provided by law.

A person, when within the polling place, may
not electioneer or solicit votes for any political
party, political body, or candidate, Written or
printed matter may not be put up within the
polling place, except as required by law.

All persons, except election officers, clerks,
machine inspectors, overseers, watchers, persons
in the course of voting, persons lawfully giving
assistance to voters, and peace and police offi-
cers, when permitted by law, must remain at
least ten (10) feet distant from the polling place
during the progress of the voting.

When the hour for closing the polls arrives,
all electors who have already qualiified and are
inside the enclosed space, shall be permitted to
vote; and, in addition thereto, not more than ten
(10) qualified electors who are in the polling
place outside the enclosed space, waiting to
vote, shall be permitted to vote, if found quali-
fied, but no other person shall be permitted to
vote.

It is the duty of the judge of election to se-
cure the observance of these regulations, to keep
order in the voting room, and to see that no
more persons are admitted within the enclosed
space than are permitted by law. The judge of
election may call upon any constable, deputy
constable, police officer, or other peace officer,
to aid him in the performance of these duties.

Manner of Applying to Vote

Permanent registration is now State-wide. A
person shall not be permitted to vote unless a
registration card bearing his name appears on
the district register, except by an order of the
Court of Common Pleas, directing the board to
permit a person to vote. Such order of Court
must he obeyed.

(NOTE: The following persons may petition
the Court of Common Pleas for an order of
reinstatement during the period the polls are
open on the day of any primary or election
{except in Philadelphia):

Persons who were duly registered in the
county but unavoidably failed to file a re-
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moval notice or reinstatement card; persons
needing assistance in voting who unavoidably
failed to make application within the time
prescribed by law; veterans who were dis-
charged from service in the armed forces too
late to register.

Any commissioner, chief clerk, registrar or
clerk may also file a petition setting forth
that a particular voter has been denied the
right to vote by reason of an error by the
registration commission.)

An elector who desires to vote shall announce
his name distinctly and audibly to the election
board. He shall sign a voter’s certificate, giving
his residence, and hand the same to the election
officer in charge of the district register. The
officer locates the elector’s registration card and
compares the elector’s signature on the certifi-
cate with his signature on the registration card.
If the signature on the voter’s certificate appears
to be genuine, the elector is then permitted to
vote. If the signature does not appear to be
genuine, the elector should be challenged as to
identity, and before being permitted to vote, he
must produce evidence and make a supporting
affidavit attesting his identity, After the elector
is found qualified, the officers having charge of
the numbered lists of voters enter the name of
the voter, and at primaries a letter or abbrevia-
tion designating the party in whose primary the
elector votes. The officer having charge of the
district register enters on the reverse side of the
registration card of each voter, in the columns
provided for the purpose, the date of the election
or primary, the number of the stub of the ballot
issued to him, and at primaries a letter or ab-
breviation designating the party in whose pri-
mary the elector votes, and the initials of the
election officer having charge of the district reg-
ister, in the column provided for that purpose.

(NOTE: When special elections for public
officers or on referendum questions are held
in conjunction with a primary, ALL duly
qualified voters who are REGISTERED and
ENROLLED AS OTHER THAN DEMO-
CRATIC OR REPUBLICAN PARTY MEM-
BERS are entitled to vote on such offices and
questions, even though they may not vote in a
party primary. It is the responsibility of county
boards of elections to provide separate paper
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ballots for this purpose in counties which use
paper ballots, and also in counties which use
voting machines IF they are unable to lock all
party primaty rows simultaneously.)

A person who applies to vote shall not be
permitted by an election officer to see the sig-
nature recorded as his in the district register
until after he shall have signed his name to the
voter’s certificate.

The officer having charge of the voter’s cer-
tificate must insert the information required on
each certificate and sign his name or initials:
and if the elector’s signature on said certificate
is not readily legible, the election officer must
print the elector’s name on the certificate over
the signature. If, because of disability, the elec-
tor was unable to sign his registration card and
is unable to sign a voter’s certificate, he must
establish his identily to the satisfaction of the
board, and one of the election officers shall pre-
pare a certificate for him, upon which the facts
as to such disability shall be noted and attested
by the signature of such election officer.

IT IS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE TO FAIL
TO RECORD CORRECTLY THE VOT-
ING INFORMATION GIVEN BY EACH
VOTER ON THE VOTER'S CERTIFI-
CATE AND ON THE REVERSE SIDE
OF HIS REGISTRATION CARD, THIS
INFORMATION MUST BE GIVEN IN
DETAIL FOR EVERY VOTER.

Voting by Paper Ballot

After an elector has been found qualified, he
shall bDe given a ballot and permitted to euter
the voting booth. After marking his ballot, he
shall refoid it before leaving the booth, and ex-
hibit the number on his ballot to the judge or
one of the inspectors. If it is the same number
as was issued to him, he shall be authorized to
remove the stub and deposit the hallot in the
box.

BE CERTAIN THAT NO BALLOT IS
DEPOSITED IN THE BALLOT BOX
WITH THE NUMBER STUB ATTACHED.
SUCH BALLOT IS5 COMPLETELY VOID
AND MUST NOT BE COUNTED.
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Voting by Machine

Where voting machines are used, the election
officers shall instruct each elector hefore he en-
ters the machine booth in the operation of the
nmachine, and shall give the elector epportunity
personally 1o operate the model. If any elector,
after entering the machine booth and hefore
closing it, asks for further instructions, any
clection officer may give him such instructious,
and shall then retire hefore the elector closes
the hooth or votes. The election officer may
not suggest or request that the elector vote for
any particular ticket or candidate, or for or
against any patticular question.

At primary elections, before an elector is ad-
mitted to the machine booth, the machine shall
be adjusted by the election officer in charge of
it, so that the elector will only be able to vote
for the candidates of the party in which he is
registered and enrolled.

At primaries, the elector votes for candidates
individually, by operating the handle adjacent
to which the name of such candidate is placed.

At Municipal or General Elections, the elector
may similarly vote for candidates individually,
or he may vote a straight political party ticket
in one operation by operating the separate
straight political party lever if the machine has
such lever,

To vote for any person whose name does not
appear upon the voting machine as a candidate,
the elector should ask an clection officer for
instructions.

As soon as the elector has adjusted the vot-
ing machine so that it will record his vote for
candidates and on the various gquestions sub-
mitted, he shall operate the recording mecha-
nisth and forthwith leave the hooth.

AT PRIMARIES NO PERSON 15 EN-
TITLED TO VOTE AS A MEMBER OF
ANY PARTY UNLESS HE IS REGIS-
TERED AND ENRQOLLED IN THE DIS-
TRICT REGISTER AS A MEMBER OF
SUCH PARTY. THIS ENROLLMENT IS
CONCLUSIVE AS TO HIS PARTY MEM-
BERSHIP .AND 1S NOT SUBJECT TO
CHALLENGE. -
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Challenge of Voters

A challenge is the test of a person’s right to
vote. A person is not entitled to vote at any
primary or election unless his registration card
appears in the district register. However, even
though his registration card is in the district
register, any person may be challenged by any
qualified elector, election officer, overseer or
watcher, as to his identity, as to his continued
residence in the election district, as to any al-
leged violation of the law pertaining to the sign-
ing of the voter’s certificate or as to any alleged
violation of the law prchibiting bribery at elec-
tions. Jf an elector is challenged as to identity
or residence, he must produce at least one qual-
fied elector of the election district as a witness
who shall make affidavit of the elector’s iden-
tity or continued residence in the election dis-
trict. If challenged as to any violation of the
law pertaining to the signing of a voter’s cer-
tificate, or the law prohibiting bribery at elec-
tions, the elector shall not be permitted to vote
until he shall have made a written affidavit, on
the forms provided, that the matter of the chal-
lenge is untrue.

The inspectors of election shall investigate
and pass upon the qualifications of all persons
claiming the right to vote at any primary or
election, and if the inspectors shall disagree
upon the right of any person to vote, the judge
of election shall decide the question. If the
judge is unable to decide, then the overseers of
election, if they be agreed, shall decide the
question.

Overseers

On petition for cause of five or more duly
registered electors of any election district, it is
the duty of the Court of Common Pleas to ap-
point two electors of the said district each of a
different political party, as overseers of election
to supervise the proceedings and to make report
of same to the Court.

Overseers shall be sworn or affirmed by the
judge of elections to the faithful discharge of
their duties, and they must sign the oath in du-
plicate. They shall have the right to be present
inside the enclosed space during the entire pro-
ceedings, including the counting of votes and
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making out of returns. They may keep a list of
voters, may challenge any voter and interrogate
him and. his witnesses under oath on his right
to vote. Whenever the members of the election
board differ in opinion and the overseers are
agreed, the overseers decide the question.

Overseers are required to sign the election
returns of the district, or to write thereon the
reasons for refusal to sign, and should immedi-
ately report to the Court any fraud of which they
have knowledge.

Any person interfering with the carrying out
of the lawful performance of the duties of the
overseers is subject to the penalties provided by
law.

Watchers

Each candidate at any primary is entitled to
appoint two watchers in each election district in
which he is voted for. Each political party and
each political body which has nominated candi-
dates shall be entitled to appoint three watchers,
at any general, municipal or special election in
each election district in which its candidates are
to be voted for.

All watchers must be gualified registered elec-
tors of the district in which they are authorized
to act.

Only one watcher for each candidate at pri-
maries, or for each party or political body at
general, municipal or special elections, shall be
allowed to remain in the polling place at any
one time prior to the closing of the polls. All
watchers must remain outside the enclosed
space. After the closing of the polls, and while
the ballots are being counted or voting ma-
chines canvassed, all watchers are permitted to
be in the polling place outside .the guard rail.
Each watcher shall be provided with a certifi-
cate from the county board of elections, stating
his name and the name of the candidate, party,
or political body he represents and is required
to show his certificate when requested to do so.
Watchers are permitted to keep a list of voters
and are entitled to challenge any person making
application to vote,

Act No. 453 of 1963 further amends the law
concerning watchers to provide that watchers
may be appointed to serve in an election district
other than the district of residence, provided that
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they are residents of the same municipality (city,
borough or township) in which the district
where they are authorized to act is located.
Watchers so appointed can ONLY be appointed
en petition to the proper Court of Common
Pleas. The petition must show that the watcher
to he appointed is a qualified voter of the mu-
nicipality in which the district is located and
that he is a law-abiding citizen of good repute.
The Court shall consider ALL {actors refevant
to the petition before granting or refusing it.

No candidate or committee of a political party
or political body, nor any other person, shall pay
a watcher ntore than twenty ($20.00) dollars per
diem.

It is a criminal offense for any person, by vio-
letice or intimidation, to threaten or drive away
or to prevent from doing his duty, any watcher
who is legally permitted to be present at any
polling place.

Police Officers

A police officer in commission, whether in
uniform or in citizen’s clothes is not permitted
to be within one hundred (100) feet of any poll-
ing place during the conduct of any primary or
clection, except in the exercise of his privilege
of voting, or for the purpose of serving war-
rants or unless called upou by the election officer
to preserve the peace.

Assistance in Voting

A voter shall not be permitted to receive any
assistance in voting at any primary or election,
unless there is recorded upon his registration
card his declaration that, because of illiteracy,
he is unable to read the names on the hallot or
on the voting machine labels, or that he has a
physical disability which renders him unable to
see or to mark the ballot or operate the voting
machine, or to enter the voting compartment or
voting machine booth without assistance. The
exact nature of such disability must be recorded
on his registration card, and the election officers
must be satisfied that at the time of the election
he still suffers from the same disability. Before
he shall be permitted to reccive assistance, such
voter shall state distinctly and audibly under
oath or affirmation, which shall be administered
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to him by the judge of election, the reason why
he requires assistance,

_ Any elector who is entitled to receive assis-
tance in voting shall be pennitted by the judge
of election to select a registered elector of the
election district to enter the voting compartment
or voting machine booth with him to assist him
in voting, such assistance to be rendered in-
side the voting compartment or voting machine
booth.

In every case of assistance, the judge of elec-
tion shall forthwith enter in writing in a book
to be furnished by the county board of elec-
tions, to be known as the “Record of Assisted
Voters”: (1) the voter’s name; {2) a statement
of the facts which entitle him to receive assis-
tance: and (3) the name of the person furnish-
ing the assistance. The Record of Assisted
Voters shall be returned by the judge of elec-
tion to the county board of elections with the
other papers, as hereinafter specified.

An elector who unlawfully receives assistance,
or any election officer who shall be guilty of
permitting umlawful assistance in voting, shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be subject
to a fine not to exceed $1,000 or imprisonment
of not more than one (1) year, or both.

Violation of Secrecy in Voting—Penalties

SECRECY IN VOTING MUST BE MAIN-
TAINED AT ALL TIMES. It is a criminal
offense for any person to unfold or pry into any
other person’s ballot before such ballot is de-
posited in the ballot box, for the purpose of dis-
covering the mauner in which said ballot has
been marked. Tt is also a criminal offense for
an elector to allow any other person to see his
ballot or the face of the voting machine voted
by him, or to cast or attempt to cast any other
than the official ballot which has been given him
by the election officer. It is also an offense for
any elector to permit another person to accom-
pany him into the voting compartment or voting
machine booth or to mark his ballot or prepare
the voting machine for hinmi, unless he has com-
plied with the requirements of the law as to as-
sistance, and unless the disability which he
declared at the time of registration still exists.
It is also an offensc for a person to state falsely
that he is unable, because of .illiteracy, to read
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the names on the ballot, or that he is unable to
mark the ballot by reason of physical disability.
It is also an offense for any person to be present
in the voting booth while another person is vot-
ing, or to mark the ballot of another person,
except in strict accordance with the provisions
pertaining to assistance, or for any person giv-
ing assistance to attempt to influence the vote
of the elactor he is assisting, or to mark a ballot
in any way other than that requested by the
voter whom he is assisting, or to disclose to
anyone the contents of any ballot which has
been marked with his assistance, except when
required to do so in a legal proceeding.

A PERSON OTHER THAN AN ELEC-
TION OFFICER OR CLERK SHALL NOT
REMOVE ANY BALLOT FROM ANY
BOOK OF OFFICIAL BALLOTS. It is un-
lawful to remove more than one ballot from a
ballot book at any one time. If a voter spoils a
ballot, he may return it to the election officer to
be marked “spoiled,” whereupon he is entitled
to receive another ballot. In such case, the
election officer must be sure to change the bal-
lot number recorded as the voter’s in the~dis-
trict register and on the voter’s certificate.

Time Allowed to Vote

An elector may not remain in the voting com-
partment an unreasonable length of time, and, in
NO EVENT, FOR MORE THAN THREE
(3) MINUTES. Ii a voter refuses to leave the
booth after three minutes, he shall be removed
by the election officers. However, an elector
may be granted a longer time to vote if other
electors are not waiting to do so.

Closing the Polls

The judge of election must close the polling
place promptly at 8§ o'clock P. M. Prevailing
Time.

After the polls are closed the only persons
permitted in the polling place while the votes
are being counted are the following: judge of
election, inspectors, clerks, overseers, watchers,
and peace officers. Watchers and peace officers
must remain outside the enclosed space unless
it is necessary to enter to preserve the peace.

(See also Voting Regulations.)
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Processing Absentee Ballots

Act No. 375 of 1968 provides that the county
bhoards of election shall distribute the absentee
ballots to the appropriate local election districts
in a manner prescribed by the Secretary of the
Commonwealth.

Since there are 67 c¢ounties to consider and
approximately 67 different problems relating to
this procedure, the following general procedures
shall prevail for the primary and election. The
county board of election shall distribute the
abhsentee ballots to the election district officers
in the following priority: to the Judge of Elec-
tions; if not available, to the Majority Inspec-
tor; if not available, to the Minority Inspector,
The method of distribution shall be such as to
insure accountability for the ballots, to insure
that the ballots are received by the election
board, and to insure that the election board is
adequately informed in processing the absentee
ballots.

We offer the following suggestions:

That the local election districts he informed
that not all of the ballots that have been mailed
to electors and whose names appear on the ab-
sentee electors list posted in the polling place
are likely to be returned, so that even though a
person’s name appears on the absentee electors
list, his ballot may not have been used or re-
turned for counting.

That where no ballots have been issued to
electors in a particular district, the local elec-
tion district officers be so informed.

Military voters need not he registered, and
in counting this type of ballot, the local election
district officers will not find a registration card
or temporary registration card in the district
binder. ‘

It is suggested that the county board of elec-
tion screen the return envelopes for the proper
affidavits prior to the distribution to the local
boards. We suggest you do not send question-
able balloting material to the local boards.

The new absentee voting law provides that
“absentee ballots shall be canvassed immediately
and continuously without interruption until com-
pleted after the close of the polls.’* Therefore,
before opening the ballot box, or in districts
where voting machines are used before taking
the count from the voting machine, the absentee
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ballots must be counted. The local election
board shall proceed as follows:

1. Void the absentee ballot of any elector who
had appeared at the polling place in person,
signed the affidavit on his temporary registra-
tion card and voted on the voting machine.
Mark such ballot envelope “VOID” and return
it with election returns.

2. Void the absentee ballot of any elector who
has died prior to the opening of the polls. Mark
such ballot envelope “VOID—DECEASED”
and return it with election returns.

3. Check the registration cards of all other
absentee voters to make sure that they have not
already voted at the polling place. If the elec-
tion board finds that the absentec voter has al-
ready voted (i.e., voting information is recorded
on his registration card, name appears on the
numbered list of voters and a signed voter’s
certificate is on file) and such voter did not
identify himself as an absentee voter at the time
he voted on the voting machine, and did not
sign the affidavit on his temporary (green/other
color) registration card, mark such ballot en-
velope “CANCELLED"” and return it with elec-
tion returns.

4. Check the absentee voters’ list furnished by
the bureau of elections to make sure that the
names of the absentee voters whose ballots you
are about to tally appear on such list. If the
name does not appear, call the county bureau
of elections immediately. Make certain that you
cross out the names of the absentee voters
whose ballots you have “voided” or “cancelled.”

5. Compare the signature of the absentee
voter on his absentee hallot envelope with the
sighature on his registration card to assure suffi-
cient identity of voter. If the voter was unable
to sign, his mark, together with the signature
and address of a witness, should appear on the
affidavit on the back of the absentee ballot
envelope.

6. I satisfied that the absentee ballot declara-
tion is sufficient to verify the absentee elector’s:
right to vote, then announce the name of such
voter in order to give any watcher present the
opportunity to challenge.

Challenges may be made on the grounds that
the absentee voter is not a qualified elector of
the election district; or the absentee voter {(who
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has claimed necessary absence) “was in fact
within the county of residence during the time
the polls were open {(military excepted); or the
absentece voter {who has claimed illness or
physical disability) was in fact physically able
to come to the polls,

A deposit of ten dollars ($10.00) in cash for
each absentee ballot challenged must be sub-
mitted by the challenger. Challenger shall be
given a deposit receipt. Any ballot so challenged
shall be marked “CHALLENGED,” a carbon
copy of the deposit receipt shall be attached,
together with the challenge affidavit, and shall
be returned to the county bureau of elections
in the proper envelope along with the election
returns. Within seven (7) days after the date of
the challenge, hearings will be held. The de-
posit will be refunded if the challenge is with-
drawn within five (5) days, or if the challenge
is sustained; otherwise, deposit will be forfeited.

7. After announcing the name of the absentee
voter, and heating no challenge, the envelope is
then opened in such manner as not to destroy
the declaration thereon. The inside envelope
marked “official absentee ballot” shall then be
extracted and left unopened. When all the in-
side envelopes have been extracted, they shall
be shuffied together to avoid identification. If
any of these “official absentee ballot” envelopes
are unsealed or contain any extraneous matter
or identifying symbols other than the words
“official absentee ballot,” the envelopes and the
ballots are to be set aside, marked “VOID” and
returned to the county board of elections with
the clection returns. (If assistance i1s received
in voting the absentee ballot, the assistance affi-
davit ONLY should be enclosed, but outside the
absentee ballot envelope.)

8. The valid official absentee ballot envelopes
arc then opcned, the ballots removed and tallied,
and the results entered under the candidates’
names on the return sheets provided by the
Bureau of Elections,

Counting the Vote—Paper Ballots

Before any ballot box is opened, the number
of ballots issued to electors (at primaries, the
number issued to the electors of each party), as
shown by the stubs, and the number of ballots
{at primgzries, the number of ballots of each
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party) spoiled and returned by voters and can-
celled, must be announced to all present in the
voting room, and entered on the general return
sheets. The election officers must then compare
the number of electors voting, as shown by the
ballot stubs, with the number of names marked
as voting in the district register, the voters’ cer-
tificates, and the numbered lists of voters, and
must announce the result and enter on the re-
turn sheets the number of electors who have
voted. I any differences exist, they shall be
reconciled, if possible, otherwise they shall be
noted on the return sheets. Then the district
register, the voters' certificates, the numbered
lists of voters and the stubs of all used ballots,
together with all unused ballots, and all spoiled
and cancelled ballots, and all rejected voters’
certificates, shall be placed in separate contain-
ers which are provided, which shall be sealed.

(Note to Election Officers:—The supply box
will contain all the necessary envelopes and
containers for returning the different papers.
Read the instructions on the envelopes and be
sure that each item is placed in the proper en-
velope or coutainer.)

The ballot boxes shall then be opened and all
ballots taken out {and at primaries separated
according to political parties). The ballots shall
then be counted one by one, and a record made
of the total number cast (and at primaries of
the total number cast for each party). Then
the judge, under the scrutiny of the minority
inspector (or the minority inspector under the
scrutiny of the judge), in the presence of the
other officer, clerks and overseers, and within
the hearing and sight of the watchers, shall read
aloud the names of the candidates marked or
inserted on each ballot (at primaries the ballots
of each party being read in sequence), together
with the office for which the person is a candi-
date, and he answers to any questions submitted.
The majority inspector and clerks shall carefully
enter each vote as read, and keep account of the
same in ink on triplicate tally papers (triplicate
tally papers for each party at primaries), all
three of which shall be made at the same time.
Ballots, after being removed from the box, shall
be kept within the unobstructed view of all
persons in the voting room until replaced in the
box.
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No person while handling the ballots shall
have in his hand any pencil, pen, stamp, or other
means of marking or spoiling any ballot. The
election officers shall proceed to canvass and
compute the votes cast, and shall not adjourn
or postpone the computation until it has been
fully completed.

When the vote cast for the different persons
named upon the balots and upon the questions,
if any, appearing thereon, shall have been fully
recorded in the tally papers and counted, the
clection officers shall duly certify to the number
of votes cast for each person (upon the respec-
tive party tickets at primaries}, and shall pre-
pare in ink two (2} general returns, showing,
in addition to the entries made thereon as afore-
said, the total number of ballots received from
the county board (the total of each party at pri-
maries), the number of ballots cast (the number
of each party at primaries), the number of bal-
lots (of each party at primaries) declared void,
and the number of ballots spoiled and cancelled,
and any blank ballots cast, as well as the votes
cast for each candidate. At elections, the num-
ber of votes cast for each candidate by each
political party or political body of which such
candidate is a nominee shall be separately
stated: Provided, That the number of votes re-
ceived by cach set of candidates upon “straight
party tickets” shall be entered opposite the
names of the respective candidates in a column
immediately adjoining upon the left, which col-
umn shall be of convenient width and shall be
headed “number of votes received upon straight
party tickets.” In an immediate columa to the
ieft thereto, the number of votes received by
cach candidate upon all ballots other than
“straight party tickets” including all ballots
known as “split tickets” shall be entered, such
column to be of convenient width and shall be
headed “number of votes received other than
upon straight party tickets.” The number of
votes received by each candidate as shown in
the column headed “number of votes received
upon straight party tickets” shall then be added,
together with the number of votes received by
each candidate as shown in the column headed
“number of wvotes received other than upon
straight party tickets” and thereupon, the total
number of votes received by each candidate

B85



shall be entered in a column on the extreme
right-hand side of the return sheets, which col-
umn shall be of cenvenient width and shall be
headed “total number of votes.”

In returning votes for persons whose names
are not printed on the hallot, the election officers
shall record such names EXACTLY as they
were written, stamped or applied to the ballot
by sticker.

Manner of Counting Ballots

A ballot which is so marked as to be capable
of identification shall not be counted. Any bal-
lot that is marked in blue, black or blue-black
ink in fountain pen or ball point pen, in black
lead pencil or indelible pencil shall be valid and
counted, provided that all markings on the ballot
are made by the same pen or pencil

Any ballot marked by any other mark than a
cross (X) or check () in the spaces provided
for that purpose shall be void and not counted:
Provided, however, That no vote recorded
thereon shall be declared void because a cross
(X) or check (¥/) is irregular in form. Any
erasure, mutilation or defective marking of the
straight party columns at November elections
shall render the entire ballot void, unless the
voter has properly indicated his choice for can-
didates in any office block, in which case the
vote or votes for such candidates only shall be
counted. Any erasure or mutilation in the vote
in any office block shall render void the vote
for any candidates in such block, but shall not
invalidate the votes cast on the remainder of
the ballot, if otherwise properly marked. A bal-
lot indicating a vote for any person whose name
is not printed on the ballot, whether by writing,
stamping or sticker, shall be counted as a vote
for such person, if placed in the proper space
or spaces provided for that purpose, whether or
not a cross (X) or check (/) is placed after
the name of such person: Provided, however,
That if such writing, stamping or sticker is
placed over the name of a candidate printed on
the ballot, it shall render the entire vote in that
office bilock void. If an elector shall mark his
ballot for more persons for any office than there
are candidates to be voted for such office, or if
for any reason it is impossible to determine his
choice for any office, his ballot shall not be
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counted for such office, hut the ballot shall be
counted for all offices for which it is properly
marked. Ballots not marked, or improperly or
defectively marked so that the whole ballot is
void, shall he set aside but shall be preserved
with the other hallots.

At November elections, a cross (X) or check
(v/) marked in the square opposite the name of
a political party or political body in the party
columu shall be counted as a vote for every
candidate of that party or body, including its
candidates for presidential electors, except for
those offices as to which the voter has indicated
a choice for individual candidates of the same or
another party or body in any office block, in
which case the hallot for such office block shall
be counted only for the candidates thus individ-
ually marked, notwithstanding the fact that the
voter has made a mark in the party column,
anel even though in the casec of an office for
which more than one candidate is to be voted
for. he has not individually marked for such
office the full number of candidates for which
he is entitled to vote.

Decisions concerning questionable marks on
hallnts, or defacing or mutilation of hallots, and
the count to be recorded thereon, shall be made
by the inspectors of election. If the inspectors
shall disagree, the judge shall decide the ques-
tion. If the judge is unable to decide, then
the wverscers, if they agree, shall decide the
question.

Signing and Disposition of Returns, District
Register and Voting Check List; Posting;
Return of Ballot Boxes

Immediately after the vote has been counted
in districts in which paper ballots are used, all
of the general returns shall he signed by the
clection officers and clerks and certified by the
overseers, if any. If any election officer, clerk
or overseer shall refuse to sign or certify the
general returns, he shall write his reasons there-
for upon the general return sheets. One of said
returns shall be immediately posted for the in-
formation of the public outside the polling place,
and one shall be entrusted to the judge for de-
livery to the county hoard with the package of
unused ballots, etc., in an envelope provided for
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that purpose. The election officers shall then
replace all the ballots cast, so counted and can-
vassed, in the ballot boxes, including those de-
clared void, spoiled, and cancelled, together with
one set of tally papers, one numbered list of
voters, sealed as aforesaid, and one oath of each
election officer, and lock and seal each ballot
hox so that nothing can be inserted therein un-
til it be opened again; and the judge and minor-
ity inspector shall immediately deliver the ballot
boxes to the custody of the county board, and
the county board shall not compute any returns
from any election district until the ballot boxes
therefor, as well as the package of unused bal-
lots, ete., aforesaid therefrom, are delivered, as
aforesaid. The election officers shall record the
number of votes cast for each person on an
official specimen ballot, shalil sign the same and
immediately post it outside the polling place for
the information of the public.

The minority inspector shall retain one com-
plete set of tally papers, and carefully preserve
the same for a period of at least one year. The
remaining tally papers, affidavits of voters and
others, including oaths of election officers, and
one- general return sheet shall be placed in sepa-
rate envelopes, to be provided for that purpose,
and sealed as soon as the count is finally com-
pleted. All of such envelopes and one numbered
list of voters, previously sealed as aforesaid,
shall he entrusted to the judge of election to be
immediately delivered to the county board.

Immediately upon completion of the count and
tabulation of the votes cast, the district register
and the voting check list shall be locked and
sealed, and returned forthwith by the judge of
election to the custody of the proper registration
commission,

Counting the Vote—Voting Machines

As soon as the polls are closed and the last
voter has voted, the election officers shall im-
mediately lock and seal the operating lever or
mechanism on all machines.

The officers, clerk and overseers, if any, shall
then sign a certificate for each machine stating
that it has been locked against voting and
sealed; stating also the number shown on the
public counter, the number on the seal which
has been attached, the number registered on the
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protective counter, and the number or other
designation of the voting machine, They shall
then compare the number shown on the public
counter with the number of names written in
the numbered lists of voters, the district register
and the voting checlk list.

These certificates shail be returned by the
judge of election to the county board with the
other certificates and return sheets.

If the type of voting machine used requires
the counters to be seen to canvass the vote, the
election officers, in the presence of the watchers
and all other persons lawiully within the polling
place, shall then make them visible, If the vot-
ing machine is equipped to print paper proof
sheets, the election officers shall then print
encugh copies (but not less than four in any
case) to give one to each member of the elec-
tion board, overseer, candidate, watcher, repre-
sentative of a newspaper, and other persons
fawfully present who request same.

The judge and inspectors shall then read off
distinctly the designation (number and letter)
on each counter for each candidate’s name, the
result shown by the counter numbers, the votes
recorded for each write-in candidate, and the
result for and against each question voted on.
(The counters shall not be read along the party
columns or rows, but always along the office
columns or rows, completing the canvass for
each office before proceeding to the next.)

The wvote shall he entered on the required
number of return sheets and certified and signed
in the same manner in all respects as described
for canvassing paper ballots.

The vote for each machine used shall be ascer-
tained and recorded in like manner, and a state-
ment of the results shall immediately be posted
ottside the polling place and the return sheets,
etc., delivered as provided by law.

Returns Open to Public Inspection

The general returns from the districts which
have been returned unsealed shall be open to
public inspection at the offices of the county
boards as soon as they are received from the
judges of election. None of the sealed returns
delivered by the judges to the county boards
shall be opened by ANY person except by otrder
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of the county board or the court of common
pleas.

Compensation of Election Officers

In counties of the first and second classes,
second class A, and third class, the compensa-
tion of judges of election shall be thirty dollats
($30.00) and the compensation of nspectors,
clerks and machine inspectors shall be twenty-
five dollars ($25.00) for each primary and
election.

In counties of the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh
and eighth classes, the compensation of judges,
inspectors, clerks and machine inspectors in
districts using voting machines shall be fixed
by the county board of elections of the county
at not less than the following: judges of elec-
tion, sixteen dolars ($16.00); inspectors and
clerks, fourteen dollars ($14.00)}; and machine
operators, twelve dollars ($12.00); and not
more than the following: judges of election,
twenty-cight dollars ($28.00); inspectors and
clerks, twenty-six dollars ($26.00); and machine
operators, twenty-four dollars ($24.00); for each
primary and election. In districts using voting
machines the county board of elections may, in
its discretion, establish different per diem rates
within the ahove-mentioned minima and maxima
hased on the number of votes cast for the fol-
lowing groups: 150 votes or less, 151 to 500
votes, 501 to 1000 votes, over 1000 votes, In
every election district using paper ballots in
such counties, the compensation of judges, in-
spectors and clerks shall be fixed by the county
board of elections of the county at not less than
sixteen dollars ($16.00) nor more than twenty-
one dollars ($21.00} for each primary and elec-
tion. In any election district using paper ballots
in such counties in which more than one hun-
dred votes are cast at any primary or election
all such officers and clerks shall each receive
additional compensation at the rate of two dol-
lars ($2.00) for each fifty votes, or fracticn
thereof, cast after the first one hundred votes.
But in no case shall total compensation for any
judge, inspector or clerk cxceed the sum of
thirty-nine dollars ($39.00) for any one printary
or election.

For transmitting returns of primaries and
elections and the ballot hox or boxes, all judges
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of election shall be entitled to receive the addi-
tional sum of two dollars and fifty cents ($2.50)
and, except in counties of the first class, shall
also be entitled to receive five cents ($.03) per
mile {or mileage, as full compensation for said
services.

In counties of the second class and second
class A, the county board of elections may re-
quire the minority inspector of elections to ac-
company the judge of elections in transmitting
returns of primaries and elections, in which
case the judge of elections and minority mspec-
tor of elections shall each be entitled to receive
the sum of three dollars and fifty cents ($3.50)
as full compensation for said services.

For transmitting returns of primaries and elec-
tions and the ballot box or boxes in counties of
the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth
classes, all judges of election shall be entitled to
receive the additional sum of three dollars and
fifty cents ($3.50) as full compensation for said
services.

For transmitting the ballot box or boxes to-
gether with the judge of election as herein pro-
vided, the minority inspector of election shall
be entitled to an additional sum of two dollars
and fifty cents ($2.50) in counties of the first
class, and in all other counties the additional
sum of three dollars and fifty cents ($3.50) as
full compensation for said services.

For transmitting the ballot box or boxes to-
gether with the judge of election as herein pro-
vided in counties of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth,
seventh and eighth classes, the minority inspec-
tor of election shall be entitled to an additional
sum of three dollars and fifty cents ($3.50) as
full compensation for said services,

The person furnishing transportation to the
judge of election and the minority inspector in
transmitting returns and ballot boxes, shall be
entitled to ten cents (10¢) per mile circular from
the polling place to the county courthouse. The
name of such person shall appear on the voucher
of the judge of election,

Note: When a primary and special election
ot a special and general or municipal election
take place on the same day, they shall be con-
strued as one election for .the purpose of re-
ceiving compensation.
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Computation of Votes and Canvassing
of Returns

Each county board of elections shall arrange
for the computation and canvassing of returns of
votes cast at each primary and election at its
office or at some other convenient public place at
the county seat with adequate accommodations
for the watchers and attorneys authorized by
law to be present,

Each county board shall give at least one
week'’s previous notice by newspaper publication
in at least two and not more than three news-
papers of genecral circulation as defined in the
“Newspaper Advertising Act” of 1929, P. L.
1784, of the time and place when and where offi-
cial canvass will begin. At least one of these
newspapers shall represent the majority party
and at least one the minority party. The county
boards shall also keep copies of such advertise-
ment posted at their offices during that period.

The public computation and canvass shall be-
gin at noon on the Friday following the primary,
municipal or general election and shall continue
from day to day until completed.

Return Board Qualifications

If any member of a county board is a candidate
for nomination or election to public office he
shall not act as a member of said board for the
computation of returns but the other members,
if qualified, and if both are not members of the
same political party, shall act.

In case there are not at least a majority of the
members of said board so qualified, two or more
judges of the court of common pleas shall be
designated by said court to act as a return board
provided that neither of them is a candidate for
any nomination or election to public office. If
there is only one judge of such court in such
county, or if less than two judges are qualified
and able to act, any judge who is qualified may
act alone.

If there is no judge qualified, the following
county officers in the order named, not being
candidates for any nomination or election to any
public office, shall act as the return board: the
prothonotary, sheriff, county treasurer, clerk of
the orphans’ court, clerk of oyer and terminer
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and quarter sessions court, register of wills, and
the recorder of deeds.

If none of the above officers can qualify, the
president judge of the court of common pleas in
such county shall make a written request to the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Penusyl-
vania for the assignment of a judge from another
judicial district who shall act as the return board.

The county solicitor shall serve as counsel for
the return board in each county and shall receive
no additional compensation therefor in addition
to his compensation as county solicitor.
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COMMONWEALTH OF

PENNSYLVANIA
ELECTION CALENDAR FOR 1970

(Aill time set forth in this calendar is

prevailing time)

¥ % ¥ * ¥

GENERAL PRIMARY
ELECTION ............

GENERAL ELECTION .. NOVEMBER

Last day for the chairmen of
county committees (and
in Philadelphia, the chair-
men of the city commit-
tees) of each party to send
to the county boards of
election a written notice
setting forth all party of-
fices to be filled in the
county at the ensuing pri-
MACY .o,

Last day for the chairmen of
State Committees of polit-
ical parties to forward
to the SECRETARY
OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH and to the
respective county boards
of election, a written no-
tice setting forth the num-
ber of the members of the
State Committee to be
elected at the primary in
each county or in any dis-
trict or part of a district
within each county ......

Last day for each county
board of elections to trans-
mit to the SECRETARY
OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH a iist of the
organizations which are
political parties within the
county under section 801
(b} of the Pennsylvania
Election Code .. .........

*

FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY

19
3

17

17

17



Last day for the SECRE-
TARY OF THE COM-
MONWEALTH to trans-
mit to each county board
of elections a list of the
organizations which are
political parties within the
State under section 801(a)
of the Pennsylvania Elec-
tion Code ...............

Last day for the SECRE-
TARY OF THE COM-
MONWEALTH to send
to county boards of elec-
tion a written notice des-
ignating the public offices
for which candidates are
to be nominated at the en-
suing primary, and for the
nomination to which can-
didates are required to file
nomination petitions in the
office of the SECRE:-
TARY OF THE COM-
MONWEALTH ........

First legal day to secure sig-
natures on nemination
petitions for public offices
and political party offices
for the general primary ..

Last day for newcomers to
Pennsylvania to establish
residence to be eligible to
vote at the primary .. ...

First day for county boards
of elections to begin to
publish in newspapers the
names of all public offices
for which nominations are
to be made at the ensuing
primary election ........

Last day for county boards
of election to begin to
publish in newspapers the
names of all public offices

for which nominations. are

to be made at the ensuing
primary election .........

FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

17

17

i7

i8

24

3



Last day to secure gignatures
on nomination petitions .. MARCH

Last day to FILE nomina-
tion petitions ........... MARCH

First legal day to secure
signatures on nomination
papers nominating inde-
pendent candidates ... ... MARCH

Last day before the primary
election for electors to
petition county boards of
election to hold special
registration days in munic-
ipalities within their coun-
ties EXCEPT IN PHIL-
ADELPHIA ... ... .... MARCH

Last day to WITHDRAW
after filing nomination pe-
titions for primary election
in the office of the SEC-
RETARY QF THE
COMMONWEALTH —
no later than 5:00 P.M. .. MARCH

Last day to file OBJEC-
TIONS to nomination pe-
titions . .............. ... MARCH

Casting of lots in the office
of the SECRETARY
OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH for position
of names upon the primary
ballot . .................. MARCH

Last day that may be fixed
by the Court of Common
Pleas for a hearing on
objections that have been
filed to nomination peti-
tions ................... MARCH

Last day, if possible, for the
Court of Common Pleas
to render a decision in
cases involving objections
to nomination petitions .. MARCH
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16
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19

20

25



Last day to REGISTER be-
fore primary election in all
municipalities ...........

Last day to change party en-
rollment or non-partisan
enrollinent before the pri-
mary and general election.
(Elector may not change
enrollment between the
primary and general elec-
tion and may change it not
more than once between
the general election and

the next primary election.) MARCH

Last day before primary
election on which notices
of removal from one elec-
tion district to another
must be received by the
county boards of election
for all cities, boroughs,
towns and townships EX-

CEPT PHILADELPHIA

First day before primary
election on which official
applications for civilian
ballots from certain per-
sons listed below may be
received by the county
boards of election .......
(The above lists includes
qualified registered elec-
tors who will be absent
from the Commeonwealth
or county of residence by
reason of occupation, busi-
ness or duties; persons un-
able to go to polls because
of illness or physical dis-
ability; persons employed
by State or Federal gov-
ernment and their spouses
or dependents who are
within the territorial limits
of the United States or the
District of Columbia. All
other qualified absentee
clectors may apply at any
time.)

97

MARCH

MARCH

30

30

30

30



Last day to secure signatures
on nomination papers .. . APRIL

Last day to file nomination
papers nominating inde-
pendent candidates ...... APRIL

Last day to file objections to
nomination papers nomi-
nating independent candi-
dates ................... APRIL

Last day that may be fixed
by the Court of Common
Pleas for a hearing on ob-
jections that may have
been filed to nomination
papers of independent po-
litical bodies ............ APRIL

Last day, if possible, for the
Court of Common DPleas
to render decision in cases
involving objections to
nomination papers ....... APRIL

Last day before primary
¢lection on which notices
of removal within the same
election district must be
received by the county
boards of clection for all
cities, boroughs, towns
and townships EXCEPT
PHILADELPHIA. (Ex-
cept that where removal
was within the same dis-
trict and no notice was
filed, it may be filed on
the next election day after
the removal with the judge
of election and the elector
may vote.) .............. APRIL

Last day prior to primary
election for county boards
of election and the Regis-
tration Commission of
Philadelphia to report
registration figures by
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parties and by election dis-
tricts to the SECRE-
TARY OF THE COM-
MONWEALTH ... ...

Last day before primary
election for any person to
file petition with the coun-
ty boards of election ap-
pealing against rejection of
registration, (IN PHIL-
ADELPHIA, such peti-
tion must be filed with the
Registration Commission
within fifteen days after
rejection) ...............

As soon as possible after
ballots are printed and in
no event later than this
day, county boards of
election shall begin to de-
liver or mail all absentee
ballots for the pr1mary
election ... ........... .

(Note: As additional ap-
plications are received, bal-
lots shall be mailed within
forty-eight hours after ap-
proval.)

First day for county boards
of election in counties of
the SECOND CLASS to
publish in newspapers no-
tice of the date and hours
of voting in the primary
election, the places at
which the primary is to
be held in the various dis-
tricts, the names of all
public offices for which
nominations are to be
made at the primary ...,

Last day before primary
election on which an elec-
tor, who has suffered a
physical disability which
requires him to have as-
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MAY
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sistance in voting, may
personally make applica-
tion to the county boards
of election in ail cities,
boroughs, towns and town-
ships EXCEPT PHILA-
DELPHIA to have such
fact entered on his regis-
tration card ............. MAY

Last day before primary
election on which notices
of removal must be re-
ceived by the Registration
Commission in PHILA-
DELPHIA ONLY ... .. MAY

Last day before primary
election on which an elec-
tor, who has suffered a
physical disability which
requires him to have as-
sistance in voting, may
personally make applica-
tion to the Registration
Commission in PHILA-
DELPHIA ONLY to
have such fact entered on
his registration card ..... MAY

Last day before primary
election on which official
applications for civilian
ballots from certain per-
sons listed below may be
received by the county
boards of election ....... MAY

{The above list includes
qualified registered elec-
tors who will be absent
from the Commonwealth
ot county of residence by
reason of occupation, busi-
ness or duties; persons un-
able to go to the polls
because of illness or phys-
ical disability; persons em-
ployed by State or Federal
government and their
spouses or dependents who
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are within the territorial
[imits of the United States
or the district of Columbia.
Provided further that
any of the above qualified
electors who become ill or
are called away from home
by business or duties,
which fact was not known
or could not reasonably
be known prior to the
above date, shall be en-
titled to execute and file
an Emergency Application
any time prior to 5:00
P.M. on the Friday pre-
ceding the primaty. The
county boards of election
will supply the forms.}

From this day the county
boards of election shall
have the Registered Ab-
sentee Voters' File avail-
able for public inspection .

Last day for the county
boards of election to post
Military, Veterans’ and
Emergency Civilian Ab-
sentee Voters' list .......

(This file to remain posted
until June 8, 1970 or until
returns are certified,
whichever is the later
date.)

On this day, the county
boards of election shall
have on file in their office,
open to public inspection,
forms of the ballot and
ballot labels which shall
be used in each eclection
district at the primary elec-
ol ...

On this day, the county
boards of slection, upen re-
quest, shall furnish, with-
out charge, to each can-

i01

MAY

MAY

12



didate whose name is
printed on the primary
election ballot three (3)
specimen ballots for the
entire district in which
such candidate is to be
voted for. (The candidate
may, at his own expense,
have printed on different
colored paper as many
copies as he requires for
conducting his campaign)

All absentee ballots must be
received by the county
boards of election not later
than 5:00 P.M. of this date

to be counted ...........

Last day for county boards
of election in counties of
the SECOND CLASS to
publish in newspapers no-
tice of the date and hours
of voting in the primary
election, the places at
which the primary is to be
held in the wvarious dis-
tricts, the names of all
public offices for which
nominations are to be
made at the primary .....

Not earlier than this date
(nor later than three-quar-
ters of an hour before the
time set for the opening
of the polls for the pri-
mary election) the county
boards of election shall de-
liver to the judges of elec-
tion the keys which unlock
the operating mechanism
of the voting machines ..

Not later than this date, the
county boards of election
shall deliver the necessary
ballots and supplies to the
judges of election .......

MAY

MAY

16

16

18



GENERAL PRIMARY:
Polls shall remain open
continnuously between the
hours of 7:00 AM. and
8:00 P.M. (The Court of
Comimon Pleas shall be in
sesston from 7:00 A M. to
10:00 P.M. except in judi-
cial districts having one
judee, in which case the
court shall be in session
from 7:00 AM, to 12:00
Noon: from 2:00 P.M. to
5:30 P.M. and from 7:00
P.M. to 10:00 P.M) .....

On this day, the Return
Boards meet at noon to
canvass and compute the
votes cast at the primary
election .................

First day to REGISTER
after primary election in
ail municipalities ........

On this day, candidates re-
ceiving tie votes at the
primary election cast lots
at 12:00 o'clock ncon be-
fore the SECRETARY
OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH or the county
boards of election, as the
case may be, to deter-
mine who shall be entitled
to the nomination. (If the
fact of the tie vote is not
authoritatively determined
until after June 5th, the
time for casting lots shall
be 12:00 o'clock Noon on
the second day after the
. fact of such tie vote is au-
thoritatively determined.).

Last day to file petition to
contest the nomination of
any candidate at the pri-
mary election ...........

MAY

JUNE

JUNE

19

22

25



Last day for county boards
of election to file with the
SECRETARY OF THE
COMMONWEALTH re-
turns from primary clec-
tiom ....................

Last day for candidates for
nomination (including
those nominated by write-
ins or stickers) and trea-
surers of political commit-
tees to file primary expense
accounts in the office of the
SECRETARY OF THE
COMMONWEALTH or
the county boards of elec-
tion, as the case may be ..

Not later than this date
county boards of election
shall file with the SECRE-
TARY OF THE COM-
MONWEALTH state-
ment of expenses, in
preparing, handling, mail-
ing, delivering, counting
and storing such official
Military, Veterans’ and
Civilian Absentee ballots
as they are entitled by
law to receive compensa-
tion for, in the sum of
forty (40¢) cents each ...

Not later than this date,
members of a State Polit-
ical Party Committee,
elected at the general pri-
mary to meet for organi-
zation, at such hour and
place as shall be desig-
nated by the State Chair-
man of each political party.

The State Committee of
each political party may
make such rules for gov-
ernment of the party in the
State not inconsistent with
the law as it deems expedi-
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ent. No such rules shall
be effective until certified
copy thereof has been filed
in the offices of the SEC-
RETARY OF THE
COMMONWEALTH ..

Last day to petition the
Court of Quarter Sessions
for an audit of an expense
account for the primary
election .................

Last day for newcomers to
Pennsyivania to establish
residence to be eligible to
register and vote in the
general election .........

Last day\ {or candidates nom-
inated at the primary elec-
tion by write-ins or by
stickers to pay filing fee
and file Loyalty Oath;
otherwise office will be de-
clared vacant ...........

Last day for withdrawal of
candidates nominated at
the primary or by nomi-
nation papers ...........

Last day to file substituted
nomination certificates to
fill vacancies caused by
withdrawal of candidates
nominated at the primary
election or by nomination
PAPETS .. ...........u....

(NOTE: Substituted
nomination certificates to
fill vacancies caused by the
death of candidates nom-
inated at primaries or by
nomination papers shall be
filed in the office of the
SECRETARY OF THE
COMMONWEALTH or
the county hoards of elec-
tions, as the case may be,
at any time prior to the
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day on which the printing
of ballots is started, Cb-
jections to substituted
nomination certificates
must be filed within three
days after filing of the sub-
stituted nomination certifi-
cate.)

L.ast day before the general
election for electors to pe-
tition county boards of
election to hold special
registration days in munic-
ipalities within their coun-
ties EXCEPT IN PHIL-

ADELPHIA .. ... ...... AUGUST 3

Last day to register before
general clection in all mu-
nicipalities ..............

Last day before general elec-
tion on which notices of
removal from one election
district to another must
be received by the county
boards of election for all
cities, boroughs, towns
and townships EXCEPT
PHILADELPHIA .....

First day before general elec-
tion on which official ap-
plications for civilian bal-
lots from certain persons
listed below may be re-
ceived by the county
boards of election .......

{The above list includes
qualified registered elec-
tors who will be absent
from the Commonwealth
or county of residence by
reason of occupation, busi-
ness or duties; persons un-
able to go to the polls
because of iliness or phys-
ical disability; persons
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employed by State or Fed-
eral government and their
spouses or dependeuts who
are within the territorial
limits of the United States
or the District of Colum-
bia. All other qualified ab-
sentee electors may apply
at any time.)

Last day before general elec-
tion for political parties
or political bodies to file
nomination certificates or
nomination papers with the
SECRETARY OF THE
COMMONWEALTH or
the county boards of elec-
tion, as the case may be,
to fill vacancies in public
offices which occur for
any cause at a time when
the Constitution or laws
require them to be filled
at the ensuing election,
but at a time when such
nominations cannot be
made under any other
provision of the Election
Code (Sections 993-999.1
of the Election Code) .... SEPTEMBER 14

Last day for withdrawal of
candidates nominated un-
der the provisions of Sec-
tions 993-999.1 of the
Election Code ........... SEPTEMBER 17

Last day to file objections to
nomination certificates and
papers under the provi-
sions of Sections 993-999.1 '
of the Election Code .... SEPTEMBER 17

Last day for Court hearing
on objections t¢ nomina-
tion certificates and papers
under the provisions of
Sections 993-999.1 of the
Election Code ........... SEPTEMBER 21



Last day to fle substituted
nomination certificates un-
der the provisions of Sec-
tions 993-999.1 of the
Election Code ........... SEPTEMBER 21

(NOTE: Substituted nom-
ination .certificates to fill
vacancies caused by the
death of candidates nomi-
nated under the provisions
of Sections 993-999.1 of
the Election Code shall be
filed in the office of the
SECRETARY OF THE
COMMONWEALTH or
the county boards of elec-
tion, as the case may be,
at any titne prior to the
day on which the print-
ing of ballots is started.
Objections to substituted
nomination certificates, un-
der the provisions of Sec-
tions 993-999.1 of the
Election Ceode, must be
filed within three days
after the filing of the sub-
stituted nomination certifi-
cate.)

Last day before the general
election on which notices
of removal within the
same election district must
he received by the county
boards of election for all
cities, boroughs, towns
and townships EXCEPT
PHILADELPHIA. Ex-
cept that where removal
was within the same dis-
trict 'and no notice was
filed, it may Dbe filed on
the next election day after
the removal with the judge

of election and the elector
may vote ............... OCTOBER 5

Last day prior to general
election for county boards
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of election and the Reg-
istration Commission of
Philadelphia to report reg-
istration figures by parties
and by election district
to the SECRETARY
OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH .............

Last day before the general
clection for any person
to file petition with the
county boards of election
appealing against rcjection
of registration, except IN
PHILADELPHIA (IN
PHILADELPHIA, such
petition must be filed with
the Registration Commis-
sion within fifteen days
AFTER rejection) ......

Not earlier than this date nor
later than October 26th
candidates for the office
of United States Senator
file with the Clerk of the
Senate and candidates for
the office of United States
Representative, file with
the Clerk of the House a
statement of election con-
tributions and expenses ..

As soon as possible after
ballots are printed and in
no event later than this
day, county boards of elec-
tion shall begin to deliver
or mail all absentee bal-
lots for the general elec-
tion ... e

{(NOTE: As additional ap-
plications are received, bal-
lots shall be mailed within
forty-eight hours after ap-
proval.)

Not earlier than this date nor
later than October 3lst,
county boards of election
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shall publish in newspapers
notice of the date and
hours of voting for the
general election—the
names of offices to be
elected-—the names of the
candidates — the text
of Constitutional Amend-
ments —and other ques-
tions to be voted upon,
and the places at which
the election is to be held
in the various districts ...

(Such notice shall be pub-
lished twice in PHILA-
DELPHIA and once in
all other counties, in ac-
cordance with Section 106
of the Election Code.)

Last day before the general
election on which an elec-
tor, who has suffered a
physical disability which
requires him to have as-
sistance in voting, may
personally make applica-
tion to the county boards
of election in all cities,
boroughs, towns and
townships EXCEPT
PHILADELPHIA, to
have such fact entered on
his registration cards . ...

Last day before the general
election on which notices
of removal must be re-
ceived by the Registration
Commission in PHILA-
DEILLPHIA ONLY .....

Last day before general
election on which an ejec-
tor who has suffered a
physical disability which
requires him to have as-
sistance in voting, may
personally make applica-
tion to the Registration
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Commission in .PHILA-
DELPHIA ONLY :c
have such fact entered on
his registration card .....

Last day before general
election on which official
applications for civilian
ballots from certain per-
sons listed below may be
received by the county
hoards of election .......

(The above list includes
qualified registered elec-
tors who will be absent
from the Commonwealth
or county of residence by
reason of occupation, busi-
ness or duties; persons un-
able to go to the polls
because of illness or phys-
ical disability; persons em-
ployed by State or Federal
government and their
spouses or dependents who
are within the territorial
limits of the United States
or the District of Colum-
bia;

Provided further that any
of the above qualified elec-

tors who beceme ill or are-

called away from home or
business or duties, which
fact was not kuaown and
could not reasonably be
known prior to the above
date, shall he entitled to
execute and file an Emer-
gency Application any
time prior to 5:00 P.M. on
the Friday preceding the
general election. The
county boards of clection
will supply the forms.)

From this day the county
boards of election shall
have the Registered Ab-
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sentee Voters’ file avail-
able for public inspection .

Last day for the county
boards of election to post
Military, Veterans’ and
Emergency Civilian Ab-
sentee Voters' file ... ., .,

On and after this day, the
county boards of election
shall have on file in their
office, open to public in-
spection, forms of the bal-
lot and ballot labels which
shall be used in each elec-
tion district at the general
election ... .............

On this day, the county
hoards of eleclion, upon
request shall deliver, with-
out charge, to county
chairmen or other author-
ized representatives of
each political party and
political body in the
county, two specimen bal-
lots or diagrams for each
election district in the
county in which their can-
didates are to be voted
for. (Such political party
or body may, at its own
expense, have printed on
different colored paper, as
many copics as it requires
for conducting its cam-
paign ... ...,

All absentee ballots must be
received by the county
boards of election not later
than 3:00 P.M. of this date
to he counted ... ......,

Not earlier than this date
(nor later than three-
quarters of an hour be-
fore the time set for the
opening of the polls for
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the general clection) the
county boards of election
shall deliver to the judges
of election the keys which
unlock the operating
mechanism of the voting
machines ... ... ....... OCTOBER 31

Not later than this date, the
county boards of election
shall deliver the necessary
ballots and supplies to the
judges of election ....... NOVEMBER 2

GENERAL ELECTION:
Polls shall remain open
continuously between the
hours of 7:00 AM. and
8:00 P.M. (The Court of
Common Pleas shall be in
session from 7:00 AM. to
10:00 P.M., except in Ju-
dicial districts having one
judge, in which case the
court shall be in session
from 7:00 AM. to 12:00
Noon; from 2:00 P.M. to
5:30 P.M. and from 7:00
P.M. to 10:00 P.M.) .... NOVEMBER 3

On this day Return Boards
meet at noon to canvass
and compute the votes cast
at the general election ... NOVEMBER 6

On this day, candidates re-
ceiving tie votes at the
election cast lots at 12:00
Noon before the SECRE-
TARY OF THE COM-
MONWEALTH or the
county boards of election,
as the case may be, to de-
termine the winner. (If
the fact of the tie vote is
not authoritatively deter-
mined until after Novem-
ber 20, the time for casting
lots will be 12:00 o'clock
Noon on the second day
after the fact of such tie
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vote is authoritatively de-
termined.} ..............

Last day for county boards
of election to file with the
SECRETARY OF THE
COMMONWEALTH re-
turns from the general
election .................

Last day to file petitions to
contest the election of any
candidate ......

Last day to file expense
accounts showing contri-
butions and expenses of
candidates for the office of
United States Senator, file
with the Clerk of the Sen-
ate and candidates for the
office of United States
Representatives file with
the Clerk of the House ..

Last day for candidates for
election (including thoss
elected by write-ins or
by stickers) and treasurers
oi political committees to
file general election ex-
pense accounts in the of-
fice of the SECRETARY
OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH, or the county
boards of election. as the
case may be ........ ...,

Not later than this date
county boards of election
shall file with the SECRE-
TARY OF THE COM-
MONWEALTH state-
ment of expenses in
preparing, handling, mail-
ing, delivering, counting
and storing such official
Mifitary, Veterans’ and
Civilian Absentec bhallots
as they are entitled by
law to receive compensa-
tion for in the sum of
forty (40¢)} cents each ...

114

NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

DECEMBER

20

23

23

3

3



First day to REGISTER
after general election .. ..

First day to change party
or non-partisan enrollment
after general election .. ..

Last day to petition the
Court of Common Pleas
for an audit of an expense
account for the general
election .................

(NOTE: All dates in this
calendar arc subject to
change without notice in
the event of passage of
any amendatory legisla-
tion.)
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