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COMPUTER ELECTION SYSTEMS INC.



COMPUTER ELECTION SYSTEMS 1001 EASTSHORE HIGHWAY, BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94710 (415) 527-5150

®
@
TO: Tennessee County Election Commissioners
and Registrars-at-Large
® SUBJECT: The Tennessee '"Votomatic" Election Report
Since the CES Votomatic Voting System was approved for use in
Tennessee in April, 1974, nine counties have adopted and used it,
Through April, 1975, it has been used in 25 very successful elections.
[ J
The Votomatic was enthusiastically received by voters and election
officials, because of its simplicity, accuracy and integrity. These
facts were borne out by written surveys, interviews and an official
recount, in which the count was confirmed to be 100% correct.
® :
In response to many requests, this report was prepared for your
information. It covers the statistics of the November elections,
news articles from the elections and the recount, and an extremely
important report from the Registrar-~at-Large of Hamilton County,
® .
We are at your disposal to demonstrate, in your office, the CES
voting system, and to explain its many advantages and benefits,
Sincerely yours,
® COMPUTER ELECTION SYSTEMS
% [,{,/, '%\/‘—&
4 /L"_ N £y
; John W. Hurd
®
JWH:s
o



THE COMPARISON



County
Bledsoe
Crockett
Fayette
Hamilton
Haywood
Lauderdale
Tipton
Weakley

White

GENERAL ELECTION
November 5, 1974

Registered Computer

Voters Used
5,500 CES Ballot-Tab
7,000 IBM 360/30
10, 200 CES Ballot-Tab
115, 400 IBM 370/145
9,600 NCR Century 101
12,000 CES Ballot-Tab
13, 000 CES Ballot-Tab
14, 000 CES Ballot-Tab
7,200 CES Ballot=-Tab

+ Completion
Time

8:15 P. M,
8:20 P. M,
8:54 P, M,
10:55 P. M,
8:23 P, M,

8:10 P, M,

4+ 9:00 P, M,

- 8:15 P, M,

9:15 P, M.

+  Since all counties in the state closed the polls at the same time
(7:.00 P,M, CST, 8:00 P,M, EST), completion times are shown
as CST, for uniformity.

++ Tipton County was completed except for one precinct, which is
100 miles away by car.
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HOW THE VOTOMATIC SYSTEM WORKS

IN THE POLLING PLACE

As the voter enters the poll-ing place, he is given a demonstration
on the Votomatic Vote Recorder. This demonstration will instruct him
in the operation of the unit in order that he may fully understand the
Recorder when in the voting booth. Following the demonstration, the
voter fills out his application for ballot, is verified as a voter in that
precinct, signs the poll list, and is issued a punch card ballot and
directed to a voting booth,

When in the booth he inserts his ballot card into the Votomatic
Vote Recorder and commences voting. This is done by dépressing
the stylus in a hole opposite the name of his candidate, Upon comple-
tion of voting, he removes his ballot card from the Recorder and
leaves the voting booth.

The ballot bo# clerk will instruct the voter to detach the stub
from the ballot card, and deposit his own ballot card in the ballot box,
This procedure continues for each voter throughout the day.

At the end of the day when voting is completed and the polls are
closed, the ballot box, which is locked and sealed, is delivered by two
precinct officials to the Counting Center,

COUNTING CENTER

The Counting Center is divided into four major functions:

Receiving, Inspecting, Processing, and Storage,



As ballots ar.rive from the polling places they are checked in
at the Receiving Station. The precinct officials are given a receipt.
The time of arrival and the condition of the sealed ballot box are noted
by the Receiving Board, and the seal is broken,

The ballot box is then sent to the Inspection Station. The In-
specting Team removes the ballots, arranges them in a uniform
stack, and places them in a metal transport case, If a damaged
ballot is found, a certified duplicate copy is made, Both the damaged
original and duplicate are given an identification number so that they
may be matched again if necessary, When the Inspection Team has
completed the precinct, the ballots are sent to the Processing Team.

The Processing Team is responsible for the computer operation.
They process the ballots through the computer. They produce peri-
odic reports throughout the evening. They also have the ability to
produce individual precinct results upon completion of the count. After
the ballots have been processed they are sent to storage.

The Storage Team places the ballois in a secure storage area
where they will remain for the period prescribed by law, The ballots
are available in storage should they ever be required for a recount.

ACCURACY CHECKS

There are many checks made upon the accuracy of the entire
election. The first begins in the polling place at the end of the day.

The precinct officials determine the number of ballots issued
during the day by examining the serially numbered stubs remaining.
This ballot count is then reconciled with the number of voters having

signed the poll list. These counts will later be matched with the actual



number of ballots counted by the computer for that precinct,

Prior to election day, a test is run on the computer with a sim-
ulated group of ballots, The results of these simulated ballots have
been predetermined and are a known fact béfore the test, The computer-
produced results are compared to the known results, Comparison
of the two is assurance that the computer is operating properly, The
simulated ballots and the computer program are placed in security
following this test,

On election day, the simulated ballots and the computer program
are removed from security. A similar test is then run with a second
set of simulated ballots to assure that both the computer and program
are still operating properly. Completing the test, the computer is
ready to process ballots, Following the processing of all ballots, a
third test is made using the same program and one of the simulated

groups of ballots.



A COMPARISON
OF

VOTING SYSTEMS

By: Tom Moore, Jr.
Registrar-at-Large
Hamiiton County, Tenn.



Adopting a new voting system raises at least four important questions
at the polls: v

A-

Dow

Will voter turnout be affected?

How will the voters accept the system?

How will poll workers accept the system?

How many valid votes will be cast and counted, compared
to the previous system?

These questions were answered dramatically in the Hamilton County,
Tennessee general election August 1, 1974, In that election the old
system, lever-type voting machines, were used in 55 precincts, in-
vovling 77, 402 registered voters. In the other 23 precincts, involving
37,792 registered voters, the CES Votomatic system of punch card
voting was introduced, In those 23 precincts the voters and precinct
workers were asked to complete survey questionaires, indicating their
preference between the two methods of voting. (Hamilton County had
used the lever machines for several years,)

The following statistics give answers to the above questions:

A..

B.

Voter Turnout -- In the 53 precincts using the old method

of voting by lever machines, 46, 8% of the registered voters
voted. In the CES Votomatic precincts, the turnout was 49, 1%.
Voter Acceptance -- The voter survey showed that 87.3% of
the voters preferred the CES Votomatic system to the one
previously used, .

Poll Workers Acceptance -- The poll workers surveyed
preferred the CES Votomatic by 80, 7%.

Valid Votes Cast -- The most valid test of any voting system
is the percentage of votes cast and counted, not only for the
leading offices, but also for other offices and propositions on
the ballot, The most effective means of making such a test is
to compare two systems in the same election in the same county,
as Hamilton County did.

In the voting machine precincts, the average voter cast votes

in 34.5% of the offices and propositions, while in the Votomatic
precincts, the figure was 51,9%. In other words, the Votomatic
system recorded 50,4% more votes than the old system.

The results of this analysis offer conclusive proof of the superior ef-
fectiveness of the CES Votomatic voting system,



STATISTICS OF THE VOTE CAST AND PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL VOTES CAST
FOR EACH OFFICE AND PROPOSITION
GENERAL ELECTION, AUGUST 1, 1974

HAMILTON COUNTY, TENNESSEE

Precincts Using Precincts Using Difference

CES Votomatic Shoup Machines

Votes Per Cent Votes Per Cent Per Cent
Total Votes 18,539 100.00 36,211 100.00
Supreme Court 13,390 72.2 17,862 49.3 22.9
Judge - Eastern :
Supreme Court 8,263 44.6 10,168 28.1 16.5
Judge - Western
Supreme Court 10,995 59.3 15,830 43.7 15.6
Judge - Middle
Supreme Court 23,528 63.5 36,428 50.3 13.2
Judge At Large(2)
Judges' Retention
Houston M. Goddard 7,972 43.0 8,536 23.6 1¢.4
James W. Parrott 7,566 40.8 8,108 22.4 18.4
Clifford E. Sanders 7,646 41.2 8,177 22.6 18.6
Frank F. Drowota 7,120 38.4 7,859  21.7 16.7
Thomas A. Shriver 7,350 39.6 7.986 22.1 17.5
Henry F. Todd 7.242 39.1 7,811 21.6 17.5
C. S. Carney 7,085 38.2 7,827 21.6 16.6
Kirby Matherne 7,074 38.2 7,716 21.3 16.9
Charles E. Nearn 7,158 38.6 7,782 21.5 17.1
Charles H. QO'Brien 7,518 40.6 8,720 24.1 16.5
W. Wayne Oliver 7,174 38.7 7.450 20.6 18.1
Charles Galbreath 7,401 39.9 7,543 20.8 19.1
William S. Russell 7,183 38.7 7,272 20.1 18.6
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Precincts Using Precincts Using Difference
CES Votomatic Shoup Machines

Votes Per Cent Votes Per Cent Per Cent

Judges' Retention

{Continued)

Robert K. Dwyer 6,989 37.7 7.148 19.7 18.0
Mark A. Walker 7,008 37.8 7,255 20.0 17.8
John A. Mitchell 7,477 40.3 7,325 20.2 20.1
Dist. Atty. Gen. 17,030 91.9 29,869 82.5 9.4
County Judge 17,025 91.8 27,641 76.3 15.5
County Council (4} 56,507 76.2 90, 099 62.2 14.0
Trustee 15,195 82.0 24,730 68.3 13.7
General Sessions 38,956 70.0 59,443 54.7 15.3
Judge (3)

Sheriff 17,637 95.1 31,904 88.1 7.0
Circuit Judge 9,650 52.1 10,843 29.9 22.2
Div. 1

Circuit Judge 7,958 42.9 9,173 25.3 17.6
Div. 2

Circuit Judge 7,497 40.4 8,681 24.0 16.4
Div., 3

Circuit Judge 8,286 44 .7 ‘9,322 25.7 19.0
Div., 4

Chancellor Part 1 9,015 48.6 10, 246 28.3 20.3
Chancellor Part 2 7,950 42.9 9,113 25.2 17.7
Crimmnal Court 9,301 50.2 10,048 27.7 22.5
Judge Div. 1

Criminal Court 8,467 45.7 9,186 25.4 20.3
Judge Div. 2

Criminal Court 9,681 52.2 9,879 27.3 24.9
Judge Div. 3

Juvenile Judge 10, 355 55.9 10,655 29.4 26.5

Circuit Clerk 9,650 52.1 11,099 30.7 21.4
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Precincts Using Precincts Using Difference

CES Votomatic Shoup Machines

Votes Per Cent Votes Per Cent Per Cent
Criminal Court 8,451 45.6 9,199 25.4 20.2
Clerk
County Clerk 10,748 58.0 12,036 33.2 24.8
Register 10,679 57.6 11,490 31.7 25.9
House Bill 179 11,609 62.6 20,342 56.2 6.4
Average 9,626 51.9 12,491 34.5 17.4
Average for 14,176 76.4 22,873 63.2 13.2
Contested Races
Average for Un- 8,159 44.0 9,142 25.2 18.8

contested Races



STATISTICS OF THE VOTE CAST AND PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL
VOTES CAST FOR EACH OFFICE AND PROPOSITION, GENERAL
ELECTION, AUGUST 1, 1974

HAMILTON COUNTY, TENNESSEE

Following are results from 12 selected precincts, 5 of which used the
CES Votomatic, the other 7 using the Shoup voting machines. These
precincts were selected for this comparison by the County Judge, based
on their lower mean level of education.

Precincts Using  Precincts Using  Difference
CES Votomatic Shoup Machines

Votes Per Cent Votes Per Cent Per Cent

Total Votes 3,446 100.0 4,350 100.0

Supreme Court 2,222 64.5 1, 862 42,8 21.17
Judge - Eastern

Supreme Court 1, 350 39.2 964 22,2 17.0
Judge -~ Western

Supreme Court 1,774 51.5 1,678 38.6 12.9
Judge ~ Middle

Supreme Court 1, 891 54,9 1, 853 42,6 12,3

Judge at Large (2)
Judges' Retention:

Houston M, Goddard1, 206 35.0 77 17.9 17.1
James W. Parrott 1,131 32.8 716 16.5 16,3
Clifford Sanders 1,155 33.5 732 16.8 16,17
Frank F. Drowota 1,067 31.0 692 15.9 15,1
Thomas A. Shriver 1,118 32.4 707 16,3 16.1
Henry F, Todd 1,083 31.4 709 16.3 15.1
C. 8. Carney 1,046 30.4 702 16.1 14,3
Kirby Matherne 1,068 31.0 683 15,7 15.3
Charles E, Nearn 1,067 31.0 697 16.0 15,0
Charles Q'Brien 1,139 33.1 749 17.2 15.8

W. Wayne Qliver 1,080 31.3 679 15.6 15,7
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Precincts Using  Precincts Using  Difference
CES Votomatic Shoup Machines

Votes Per Cent Votes Per Cent Per Cent

Charles Calbreath 1,094 31.7 674 15,5 16.2
William Russell 1,077 31.3 666 15.3 16.0
Robert K., Dwyer 1,024 29.7 644 14.8 14,9
Mark A, Walker 1,051 30.5 704 16,2 14,3
John A. Mitchell 1,149 33.3 671 15.4 17.9
Dist, Atty. Gen, 2, 890 83.9 3,137 72.1 11,8
County Judge 2,854 82.9 2,875 66.1 16.8
County Council (4) 8,812 63.9 8,908 51,2 12,7
Trustee 2,462 1.4 2,501 57.90 13.9
General Sessions 6,159 59.6 5,778 44,3 15.3
Judge (3)

Sheriff 3,036 88.1 3,365 77.4 10.7
Circuit Judge 1,559 45,2 1,021 23.5 21,7
Div, 1

Circuit Judge 1,242 36.0 868 20.0 16,0
Div. 2

Circuit Judge 1,053 30,6 787 18.1 12,5
Div, 3

Circuit Judge 1,286 37.3 856 19.7 17.86
Div, 4

Chancellor Part 1 1,473 42,7 958 22,0 20,7
Chancellor Part 2 1,254 36.4 855 19,7 16,7
Criminal Court 1,541 44,17 999 23,0 21,7
Judge Div, 1

Criminal Court 1,406 40,8 918 21.1 19.7
Judge Div, 2

Criminal Court 1,628 47,2 962 22,1 25.1

Judge Div, 3
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Juvenile Judge
Circuit Clerk
Criminal Court
Clerk

County Clerk
Register

House Bill 179

Average

Average for

Contested Races
Average for Un-
contested Races

Voter Turnout

-3-

Precincts Using  Precincts Using  Difference
CES Votomatic Shoup Machines
Votes Per Cent Votes Per Cent  Per Cent
1,701 49,4 1,017 23,4 26.0
1,553 45.1 1,017 23.4 21,7
1,326 38.5 856 19.7 18.8
1,822 52,9 1,215 27.9 25,0
1,782 51,7 1,115 25,8 26, 1
1,473 42,17 1,571 36.1 6.6
1,522 44,2 1,185 27,2 17.0
2,286 66.3 2,300 52,9 13.4
1,275 37.0 826 18.0 18,0

45,2 42,7 2.9
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Punch-Card Voting on the Way
For Shelby County Elections?

By NULL ADAMS
. Prass-Scimiter Polltics Baitor
NE OF THESE days you may be voting
on a punch-card instead of & voting ma-
chine. The change could come as eatly as the
1974 elections, but not likely.

Serious study of the Votomatic System s
being conducted by Shelby
County's election commission-
ers.

Vast improvements have
been made in this vote record-
ing system by Computer Elec-
tion Systems, Inc. since it was
first used officially in 1564,

Each vote recorder weighs
17 pounds. The present voting
machines weigh 840 pounds,
The vote recorders cost $200
Null Adams each. The voting machines

cost $2,500 each,

Hauling the heavy voting machines to and °

from voting precincts {s an expenstve item. The
vote recorders can be taken there by hand by
voting officials. " &

RENT ON WAREHOUSES to store the bulky
voting machines from one election to another is
another expensive item. The vote recorders
fold up inte a package 22 Inches long, 19 inches
wide and four inches deep, They can be stacked
25 high without fear of tipping or crushing.
They stand on aluminum tubular legs, which
fold up when the recorder is not in use.

" Operation of the vote recorder for the cltizen
is simple. (1) The voter slides the ballot card
into the recorder. (2) He checks the top of the
card to see that the holes fit over two red pins.
(3) With a speclally-provided punch, he punches
a hole through his card for candidates In each
race as they are listed on filp-cards. He flips
the cards for each race, voting all pages, (4)
After voting, he removes hig punched ballot and
places it under the ’ftlapln th: write-in envelope.,

WORK OF THE OFFICIAL s simple., He
lets the voter sign the poll list as now required
by law, He gives him a ballot. If the voter
wants to vote by write-In, he writes the. name
and office on the space provided on the en-
velope.

As the punch-cards are handed in the ballot
number is detached and placed in a boxoron a
spike. In this wey there is no way to check later
to see how a person voted. The ballot card has
no number. '

Jack Morris, election commissioner, said the
national trend Is toward using the Votomatie,
“Memphis moves slowly but surely,” he said.

“I believe the changeover would enable us to

have many, many more voting places — even
one in every block.” Morrls and G. B. (Pat)
Joyner, holdover commissioners, have studied
it.

Demonstrations for the three new election
| commissioners, Willlam V. Lawson Jr., chair-
'man; Mrs. A. Carl Abbott Jr., and Mrs. W. X.
'(Tag) Weldon are being arranged.

Morris said after the commissioners haveall
- seen the recorder, he will bring the matter be-
fore the body by putting it on the agenda.

* Ak &

HERE ARE THE ANSWERS to some ques-
tions about the Votomatic: : :

® If a voter punches two candidates in the
' same race—where he Is supposed to punch only
' &ne—-the computer doesn’t record a vote for ef-
-ther.
» ®]f a voter gets mixed up and votes wrong,
'he reports it to the election official and is given
anather bailat, The poll list number assigned to
his first ballot is marked “void"” and the new
ballot number is assigned to him. '

® There's always a complete set of punch- i ; .
- card ballots available in case there is a contest The vote recorder. When folded, it's no
1 0T recount. larger than a suitcase.
' * * %

ONE QUESTION being studied by the com-
missjoners is whether switching to punch-card
voting would save taxpayer money. The county ;

- owns 1,200 voting machines that cost around
. $2,500 each. The computer salesmen would biy
them for resale, reducing the initial investment. }

The cost of storing the machines and the
cost of hauling them to and from the warehouse

" each election day would have to be figured as a
savings. £
The computer men contend voting would be {
faster, easier, long lines of citizens. waiting
would disappear and the taxpayers would save
money over the long haul. -
* K Kk
THEY HAVE SURVEYED Shelby and
~recommend 3,600 punch-card units to replace
the 1,200 machines which most certainly would & :
redsce the t1im|jtlng-in-line to vote problem, ‘ 3 B : o :
otomatics are now in use in 20 states and . :
12,667,034 registered voters live in the areas ACt of voting. Caﬂdidateg anderaces are
.where they were used in 1572, The largest is Los listed on flip-card pages
Angeles County where there are 3,613,450 regis-
tered voters.
It is really a big question-and the commis-
‘sloners will explore It fully before making a
recommendation, The Votomatics are now legal
in Tennessee, which permits their use with per-
mission of the State Election Commission.

Memphis Press-Scimitar
A Scripps-Howard Newspaper

W. FRANK AYCOCK JR.
CHARLES ;ld.angHNEIDE'R. Bsinoat M

Telsphone §26-2141; Want Ads, 5268892 Chude'hoﬂ. 525-7801
Address: 495 Union Avenus, Memphis, Tenn. 38101
Page 8 . Wednesday, April 25, 1973
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Punch Card Vote

Gains Approval
In Two Counties

By TOM GILLEM

White and Lauderdale coun-
ties became the first in Ten-
nessee yesterday to be grant-
ed permission from the
State Election Commission to
use computer punch card vot-
ing machines.

Shirley Hassler, state coor-
dinator of elections, concurred
with the commission’s action,
which will allow both counties
to secure equipment from
Computer Election Systems of
Berkeley, Calif., the nation’s
largest punch card machine
manufacturer.

STATE Commissioner
James E. Harpster of
Memphis told representatives
from the counties that the
machines can bhe used in
August and November elec-
tions this year wunder strict
guidelines to he written by
the commission.

“If the ballots are not han-
died strictly within  the
guidelines, 1T will meve that
certification be reimoved
following the first election that
the machine is used,''
Harpster warned.

White and Lauderdale are
among 11 counties in Ten-
nessee where paper ballots are
still used, despite a state elec-
tion law which requires voting
machines in precincts of 300
of more voters. That law was
passed by the General
Asgembly in 1967 and become
effective Jan. 15, 1973.

“But if you're not, I'm going
to ride with the waves.”

The commission instructed
Hassler to write election com-
missions in Bledsoe, Haywoed,
Tipton, Lewis, Benton,
Chester, Crockett, Fayette and
Weakley counties to find out
when they plan to comply with
the law. All of them still vote
on paper ballots.

THE STATE commission
has authority to remove coun-
tv election commissioners if
they fail to comply with elec-
tion laws.

Knowles said White County
plans to use a computer owned
by Thomas Industries, an
electrical appliance manufac-
turer, to count its ballots.

Tucker said Lauderdale
County is considering - the
purchase of a punch card
counter sold bv CES which
will count the ballots at the
rates of 300 or 600 per minute.

Guidelines for using the
punch card machines are
being completed now by the
state commission, and proba-
bly will be approved at the
group's March meeting.

W. C. KNOWLES of Sparta,
White County Election Com-
mission chairman, officially
asked the state to legalize
punch card equipment. State
statutes already set standards
for the more expensive lever
voiing machines.

Knowles said his com-
mission voted unanimously to
buy the CES equipment 13
months ago, and the White
County Quarterly Court ap-
propriated $12,500 to buy 50
machines last July.

However, Bill Tucker, chair-
man of the Lauderdale Elec-
tion Commission, said he and
other commissioners plan to
observe a punch card election
in Valdosta, Ga., Monday to
determine if they want the
equipment. He said his com-
migsion is very interested in
the punch card method and
the Lauderdalé Countv :Quar-
terly Court tentatively has ap-
proved appropriations for the
syslem.

“IN OQUR COUNTY, 1 just
don’t think people would vote
if they had to use one of
those (lever) machines,”
Tucker told State FElection
Commission members,

‘Tucker asked the com-
missioners if they plan to en-
force the law requiring voting
machines.

“If you are, then I'm going
to do something about getting
some machines,” he said.



Ripley Will Use Punch Cards
For First TimeInCity Voting

From The Commerclal Apoea! 2/26/74

Dyersburg, Tenn., Bureau

RIPLEY, Tenn.,, Feb. 25.—The
Lauderdale County Election Commis-
sion has received state permission to
use a punch card election system in the
April 4 city election.

‘“We received approval from the
state election commission today,"
Commission Chairman Willilam Tucker
said Monday. “We have placed the
order for about 75 voting units at a ¢ost
of about $41,700."

Lauderdale County is ome of the Iast
seven Tennessee counties to use paper
ballots instead of voting machines.

The proposed punch card system
utilizes computer cards which are
placed in programmed ‘‘votomatic
books” by each voter. The voter
punches a hole in the computer card
opposite the name of the candidate for
whom he wishes to vote, The votes are

counted by a computer at a rate of
about 600 cards per.minute.

*‘We will have 29 demonstrator units
for the Ripley election and will require
every voter to use the demonstrator
before he votes,” Tucker said. “The
demonstrator units will be available at
every election from now on.”

The county election commissioners
felt the system would be economical,

" save storage space, require less securi-
ty and cut down on maintenance prob-
lems,

“The voting units fold intoe small
compact cases, similar ¢o & suitcase,™”
Tucker said. *Although this is a new
voting system for Tennessee, it is esti-
mated that about one cut of nine voters
in the United States wotes the punch
card system.”

The demonstrator i an display in the
Farmers Union Bank in Ripley gnd will
be demonstrated to Lauderdale County
Court magistrates March 11,

Voting Precinct Judge Harold Murphy And William Tucker

Examine New Voting Equipment _pnuo by san Tavtor



COMMERCIAL "APPEAL

Memphis, Tenn., Thursday Morning, April 4, 1974

Ripley Voters Will Become First Tennessee Voters To Use Punch Card Sgs’rem Thursday

Vote Is Registered By Punching A Hole Next To The Name Of The

andidate

Ripley Voters Test Punch Cards Today

From The Commergial Appeal
Dversburg, Tenn,, Bureau

RIPLEY, Tenn., April 3. — The
punch card computer voting system
will be used for the first time in
Tennessee Thursday by Ripley voters.

‘We're expecting 1,40q Ripley voters
and a number of visitors to tum out for
the city election,” said William Tucker,
chairman of the Lauderdale County
Election Commission, '

““Every election - official has been
given special training so they know

how to operate the punch card system,
Ten demonstrator Votomatic books will
be in use and every voter will be re-
quired to have a demonstration before
going into a voting booth.” -

Lauderdale County is one of the last
seven Tennessee counties using paper
ballots.

The state now requires that voting

" machines be used, and Lauderdals
: County election officials asked permis-

sion from the state to try the punch
card system. ‘

They believe the system (0 be more
economical and easier to store than the
lever machines used throughout
Tennesseee.

“The election will bé held in the
courthouse lobby and all courthouse of-
fices will be closed for regular busi-
ness,”” Tucker said. “We have demon-
strated the use of the new voting sys-
tem many places, in civic clubs, on the
square and in business establishments,
The people seem to have accepted it
very well."

Votérs will be handed a computer
card instead of a paper baliot. Each
voter inserts the card in a Votomatic
book and pushes a metal punch into a
hole beside the name of the .person he
wishes to vote for. ‘

“We estimate that .it, will take us

" about 35 minutes to get the cards ready
- for the computer when the polls close

and about {ive minutes for the comput-
er to count the votes,” Tucker said.
“The computer has been checked out
and will be given a final -check omp
hour hefore the polls close.” '

Election commissioners e_stimata the
system will cost $41,000, which they say
ig less than half the cost of lever
machines.

“yisitors from other Tennessee coun-
ties that still use paper ballots and the
chairman of the state Election Commis-
sion, Jim Harpster of Memphis, will be
present to observe the punch card sys+
tem in action,” Tucker said.

Officials believe the new voting sys-
tem has increased interest in the
election, which will name a mayor and
six aldermen. .

Mayor Rozelle Criner will be unop-
posed for a fourth term. All six
incumbent aldermen—FEichard
Douglas, Scott Dunavant, Leop Har-
gett, James E. Seeley, Dr. J. 8. Scott
and Bobby Walker — are seeking re-
election. They are opposed by Frank
Buvall, Ben Emerson, Joe Green, Saul
€. Moore and Russell Reviere.



Punch-Card
Voting Speeds
Ripley Refurns

By TOM GILLEM
Tenneysean Statt Corraspendent

RIPLEY, Tenn. ~ Ten
minutes after Lauderdale
county Election Commissioner
Bill Tucker started pushing
buttons on a minicomputer
here last night, voters in Rip-
ley ?now whom they had elect-
ed as mayor and aldermen.,

Two years ago — before the
county became the first in
Tennessee to vote opn com-
puter punchcard ballots — it
took election workers about
seven hours to tally the- re-
sults, :

“I THOUGHT the election
went great today,” said
Tucker, chairman of 1ihe
county Election Commission,
“The state election com-
missioner said it went greal,
and the computer election
people said it was the best
show they've seen.

With 1,332 ballots cast,
Ripley Mayor Rozelle Criner,
who was unopposed, was re-
elected with 618 "votes. Saul
E. Moore, a retired
schoolteacher, and Joe Green,

.2 social worker, became the
first two black aldermen in
the city’s history. Moore out-
polled a field of 11 candidates
with 603 votes and Green had
541 veles.

OTHER ALDERMEN are:

Richard Dougtas 575.

Leon Hargett, 502.

Dr. J. §8. Scoit, 491,

- Baobby Walker, 578.

A crowd of about 50 persons
pushed into a roped-offi area
in the county courthouse to
waich the new procedure. The
entire election was witnessed
by James’ Harpster of
Memphis, chairman of the
State Election Commission.

“There will probably be -

some recommendations for
changes in our guidelines

. after we wate the White
County primary on May 2,”
Harpster said. “But overall,
I'm satisfied with what I
sawhere today."
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The special minicomputer,
called the *“Ballot Tab,” s
made by Computer Electrion
Systems (CES) of Berkeley,
{alif.,, the only company
certified to sell the equipment
in Tennessee,

TUCKER SAID the county
chose punch-card machines
because they cost about haif
as much as lever machines.
Total cost for 83 punch-card
machines, the minicomputer

~and edequate support sér-

vices, is about $41,000.

Voter reaction to the switch
from - paper ballots was
mixed, but Tucker said state
law requires the county to
have voting machines of some
type in all precincts with
more than 300 voters. Only
10 of Lauderdale County's 28
precincts have more than 300
registered voters.

“I don't like it, It's too
much trouble,”” said "one
woman as she exited te
Lauderdale County Cour-
thouse where the election was
held. “1 guess 'm too old.”

However, not all the older
voter shared that opinion, ad
most of the younger voters

— both black nd white — .
seemed to have little difficulty

with the machines.

Mrs. Beity Smith of Ripley,
was satisfied with the
newsystem.

“THEY HAD cne up at the
dry cleaners last week, and
I went up and practiced,
because 1 was scared of it,”
she said. “But there's nothing
to it.”

At 9 am. voters began
streaming to the courthouse
polling place, where Ripley's
only precinct is located. Al

voters were required to insert

a demonstration ballot inta
the Votomatic machine and
practice punching holes with

a small metal stylus.

" After the demonstration tha

‘voting process was similar to

the standard procure, with the

- exception of a new state law

which requires the voter
himself to sign a poll beok.

~ONCE. THE voter received
& ballut, be entered the voting
machine area where 22
Votomatics lined a corridor.
To vote, the ballot, twice as
long as a normal computer
punch card, is inserted and
the voter flips through a book
containing the candidates’
names. Beside each person’s
name he supports, the voter
pushes out a hole in the card
with a stylus.

When he finishes voting, the

guidelines established by the
State Election Commission
call for the voter to tear his
ballot in half, then place the
marked section in a locked
ballot hox.
. The guidelines then direct
the wvoter to sign the
remaining portions and give
it to a clerk.

Several Ripley voters
balked at signing the un-
marked section of the hallot,
claiming that the signature
spoiled the purity of their
vote. .
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Give Light and the People Will Find Thelr Own Way

Ripley Is First

It was the end of an era last week for
Ripley, Tenn., citizens as they voted for
the first time in an election without using
paper ballots. '

At the same time, the Lauderdale Coun-
ty city became ‘the first in Tennessee to
use the computer punch-card voting sys-
tem.

As most county election commissions
across the state turned-to voting machines
in recent years, Lauderdale and nine
other counties stuck with the old-fashioned
paper ballots and the long, laborious
counting that followed -closing of the polls.

‘But state Jaw now calls for all voting to be

done by mechanical means,
Rozelle Criner, who was re-elected
Mayor of Ripley for a fourth term, said he

was well satisfied with the new system.
Election officials had a test booth to show
voters how it was done.

A pleasant aspect for Mayor Criner was
the cost, He estimated the expense would
have been $55,000 higher if voting ma-
chines had been used.

State Election Commission . Chairman
James Harpster of Memphis — on hand to
observe the Ripley operation — reported
the punch-card system worked ‘‘very suc-
cessfully.”

Maybe Ripley will set a trend for other
Tennessee elections. White County in Mid-
dle Tennessee is scheduled to use the com-
puter system in a primary election May 2,
said Harpster. :

Shelby County officials have seen
demonstrations of punch-card voting but
have taken no steps to adopt that system.

EDITORIAL
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New Voting Procedure
Proves Popular at Ripley

The two Tipton County
Election Commission members
who observad the punch card
computer voting system in
Ripley’s city election last week

were impressed.
Comlnlulon <halrman
Allen Wooten and Frank Me-
Bride were on hand last
Thursday when the computer
ballots were used for the first
time in Tenneasee. This method

has received favorable
pumclty in severa! Mizsissippl

Botbo!thmm!n
agreement that the system
would be an tmprovement over
Tipton County's present voting
procodure

‘“The aystem was im-
preasive and worksd very well
in the Ripley election,” said
McBride, a Republican

member of the commission
‘“The camputer was in the same
bullding with the ballot boxes
and there were very fow
problems. Every voter received
a thorough demonstration of the
procedure prior to voting. The
vote counting was completed
within 30 minutes after the polls
closed.

© © “0Of course all the voting
took place in one general

- location, The system will be

tried on s county-wide basﬂl:

According to the reporll of
Wooten, a Democrat, and
McBride, the officers at the
individual precincts would gain
much of the benefits of the
punch card asystem. *“The
precinct workers would be
relieved of counting the votea
and could have their duties
completed 30 minutes after the
polls are closed,” sald Wooten,
“All of the boxes would be
transportad to a central location
for tabultion.”

Wooten said that it may be

possible for Tipton County to
use the punch card system in
the November election,
provided money for purchase of
the equipment is appropriat-
ed. The cost of the computer
system has been estimatad at
approximately $40,000. Wooten
noted that one. machins is
required for every 150 volara.

The local election com-
mission has discussed both the
punch system and the lever
voting machines. McEride
stated that the machines would
be quicker and provide the.
voter with more

However, both Wooten and
McBride echoed the thought
that the voting machines would
create handling and storage

. Their cost estimates

on the voting machines difi'eved
as Wooten estimatad the cost at
$100,000 and McBride came up
with a $80,000 figure.

“Although the punch card
system would be a big im-
provement over our prosent
situation, there are still rnany
questions that need to be-an
swered,” sald McBride. ]
personally fee! that this county
would be benefitted it we
consolidated the precincis in
ecach magisterial district, bul
the majority of the commission
doesn't feel this way.”
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Turner, Cooley, Wallace, Snodgrass -

 Cummings - Wins Election

ELECTION NIGHT=-8:35 p.m. Ray Turner upset Trustae,
Joe England and won the Democratic Primary tonight by
a total of 143 votes. Ray Turner-got 1280 and England
tallied 1107, Charles Hennessea453; John Hall 350; Wilford
Hickey 264 and Charles Johnson 135. :

" Virginia Wallace, County CourtClerk seakingher 2nd term
of office wonby a big majority over Madge Foster. Wallace
got 1933 votes, Foster~967, Ralph Sims-875.

Beecher Cooley defeated Willlam (Bill) Slatten former.

David H. Snodgrass was seeking a second term of office.

Joe H, Milis recelved a nice complimentary vote of 8116,
even though he was unopposed for reelection to the office
of Circuit Court Clerk. T ‘

Dexter Haston, also unopposed, Register of Daeds, tallied
coi:plimantary votes of 3021,

State Election Commission, Chm. James Harpster was
here for the White County Election today as we were the
first county In Tennesse over t0 use the votamatic punch
type voting cards in today election.

The White County Election Commission had asked spec-

Supt. of Schools by a margin of 775 votes. Cooley was
seeking a 2nd term as Supt. of Schools and thelr votes was
Cooley-214]1 ~ Slatten 1371,

It was a rupaway for Former Sheriff Joe Cummings he
tallfed 3130 votes to Ray Anderson’s 382, :

County Judge David Snodgrass receivad 1182 votes for
the newly created office of County Administrator, closely
behind was Lyle (Tom) Frasicr with 930 votes. Rascoe
Coopar was right behind him with 763 votes. '

1al permission to try the system.

All the comments were good. Harpster sald,''The Elec-
tion Commission of White County has done a good job I
teaching peopie how to vota by the votomatic system. Wo
don’t #ind enything wrong, even though we do note some mis-
takes:
Voting clused at all precincts today at 7:00 p.m. The Spa-
rta TENNESSEAN got the official results at 8:35 after the
polls ciosed. ;

~YOU READ IT FIRST IN THE SPARTA TENNESSEAN
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Electors Like PunchCard Voting

~Times Sla[f Photo by W C. King.

Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Holliday listen as L. L. McClain, a poll worker, explains how to vote on the new
Votomatic punch card system. Instructors like McClain were on hand at all 23 precincts testing the
" Votomatic system toexplain its use,

. The computer age re-
‘ached 23 Hamilton County
Jprecincts  Thursday and
'voters  apparently found
‘punch-card voting to their
liking.

Workers at punch-card
precincts surveyed indicat-
.ed “that voters found the
.new system faster and less
icomplicated than the tradi-
itional voting machine.

Lines were almost nen-
:existent at most precincets,
thanks to the new system
and the additional one hour
of voting time.

Voters turned out in
moderate to heavy -num-:
bers (o select a slate of
county officers and to pick’
Demaocratic and Republican
nominees for the November
general election.

Apparently the unusually
high number of candidates
for the Demacratic nomina-+
tion for govermor was a
lure for the Democratic
primary. In séfe normalty
predominantly  Republican
precinets, Democrats were
outnumbering the GOP
voters.

One of these Democratic
hopefuls, QOak Ridge ‘banker
Jake Butcher seemed to
have out-organized his 11
opponents. Workers of all

-age brackets were handing

out ‘Butcher literature, ask-
ing voters to consider their
man and “providing
transportation when needed.

Polling -areas - were
masses of posters and
other campaign material.

A veteran poll worker at
the 45th Street Gym pre-
cinct said she has worked
that precinct for 28 years
“and this is the worst I've
ever seen.”

She was referring to the
way the black community
has split over gubernatorial
candidates. “'It’s a dog-eat-
dog situation,” _
“There are toc many can-
didates and some of the
people trying to support
more than one.”

Sample ballots were at a
minimum this election day.
‘Surprising - perhaps was
the lack of anti-liquor cam-
paigning in East Ridge. A
few women and children
were passing out pamphlets’
with drawings of children
and the words ‘Their
future js in your hands.
Please vole against liquor.”
Sample ballots picked up
in some of the so-called
“controlled" precincts
showed a hetween
gubernatorial candidates
Butcher and Franklin
Haney. But most, if not
all, sample ballots urged.
support of veteran Demo-

split

she said..

crats Frank Newell for
sheriff, Harold Brown for
attorney general and Bill
Nobles for trustee.

Election Commissioner
John  Curtis, commenting
after a tour of the pre-
cincts, said the voter turn-
out appeared to be from
“heavy to real heavy,

Generally, Cums said,
there was less voter con-
fusion over which precinct
1o visit than.in the May 2
primary, the first election
to follow the reorganization
of precinets.

He admitted, however,
here were some problems.

Curtis  said  the crowds
gathered at the polls when
they vpened at 9 am. were

“wav ton heavy . .. oamd it
ledd 1o some confusion and
chans. ™

There  also wias  some
trouble with vating
machines, aml some  pres

cimcls ran out of supplies,
the comnussioner siid, ad-
cding that new precinct of-
ficials in many locations led
to” some conlusion.

The  Volomatic  punch
card machines scem to he

a hit  with the voting
public, Cuttis said,
although some ellderly

persons had trouble adapt.
ing o the new system.

There was a "lot of real
mean trouble,” Curtis con-
tinued, with persons  wunt-
ing ty vote i both the
Rtpuh rean and DPemocratic
primaries.

Asked about the possibili-
tv of encountering a *‘chain
ballot® situation with the
punch cards similar 1o that
experienced under the old
paper ballot system, Curtis
said it was unlikely.

He noted that each voter
signs the flap on the com-
puter punch card, and also
signs a booklet beside the
number correspanding to
the number on that flap
card. The voter must tear
the flap from the punch
card in the presence of a
wvoting official, hand the
flap to the official and put
the punch. card into the
slot in the ballot box,
which is locked and sealed.
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Computer Voting Successful:

CHECKING NEW MACHINES —

ped Usual C_roded Polls

Jack Seaton, of the state election commission, toured

Hamilton County precincts using the new votamatic units Thursday during tthe election.
Shown at the commission office are, from left, Mr. Seaton, Registrar-at-large Tom Moore,
and State Rep. W.C. (Bill) Carter. (Staff photo by George Moody.)

By TOM GRISCOM
Staff Writer
Jack Seaton, of the state
election commission, Thursday

night termed the use of com- _

puter voling machines in 23
Hamilton County precincts a
"“‘success which speeded up the
voting in usually crowded
.. Touring the 30th and 31st leg-
islative districts, Mr. Seaton
said, “The operators and offi-
cials at the polls adapted to the
new machines and they ap-
peared to be a real plus for
Hamilton County-voters.

He said about 90 per cent of
the people using the machines
‘had favorable reactions. .

State Representative” W.C.
(Bill) Carter escorted the com-
missioner throughout the two
legislative districts.

Mr. Carter said the machines
seemed (o be “well received” -

in the 23 precinets.

A pol! conducted by election
commission officials gave the
same resuits.

During absentee voting, a'

survey of voters using the com-
puter machines showed 95 per
cent were “pleased with the
machines, felt they reduced the

voting time and preferred them.

over the lever-machines.”

This election was the f{irst
time the machines have been
used here. They were placed on
a trial basis in the two legisla-
tive districts.

The {full commission is ex-
pected to evaluate the ma-
chines and vote later as to

..whether a complete. votamatic
“system should be implemented

for the November § election.

- Registrar-at-large “Tom
Moore said Thursday there was
some confusion as voters went
to the polls to use the votamat-
ic machines but “this could be
expected for a first run,”

Voters in East Ridge's five
precincts generally preferred

the system over the Shoup ma- -

chines although some said “it
was hard to get used (o using &
stylus instead of pulling a le-
ver."

WAITING PERIOD

Several voters commented
the votamatics were “okay...
but there was still a waiting pe-
ried prior to voting.”

The delay was not with the
computer machines but with
the registrars ing the
names of voters priot to issuing
them a ballot application.
¢+ One official in Wauhatchie
said, “We. needed twice as
many registrars to check
names, {o remove this bottle-
neck and the voting would have
moved twice as fast.”

.Mr. Moore said there were

, some early problems with vot-

ers congregating around the
computer machines but “this
was remedied quickly by hav-

ing election officials allow only

volers in the area.”

Mr. Seaton said his biggest
concern with the machines was
“in the area of security."”

“With the Shoup machines,

once the ballot is cast, the
votes are locked in the ma.:
chine and cannot be changed,”
he noted. -

“But there is a chance with
these computer machines that
the votes could be removed
from the boxes prior to taking
the punch cards to the counting
center.”

Mr. Seaton added that he had
never seen this problem occur
in other Tennessee counties
which used the machine but.
“there is still a chance it could
happen. .

The former “state election
commission chzirman from
Johnson City said, “It has to be
the best voling systern avail-
able and more counties in Lhe
state will be going to it as scon
as the machines are avail-.
able.”

By and large, voters ap-
peared pleased with the elec-
tion commission’s decision to
use the computer machines.

LESS EXPENSIVE

The machines not only alle-
viated lines at voting places-
but also were less expensive.

During this election there
were compuler machines for
each 100 voters in the 2J pre-
cincts, freeing Shoup machines .
for each 400 voters in the other
55 precincts.

The cost factor, Mr. Seaton
said, is greatly in favor of the
totamatic. He said the vota-
tnatics cost approximately 5250

- each while the Shoup machines:

run around $2,500 each.

After observing several pre-
cincts, Mr. Seaton commented,
“] was noticing whether the
ballot collectors touched the
ballots or allowed the voters to
place them in the boxes them-
selves.

“The voler was the only per-
son to touch the ballats, which
is- better for security. The: in-
structional session on the use
of the machines was done in a
professional manner.”

Mr. Seaton noted Mrs. Irma
Parms work in Alton Park was
“well done.”

The commissioner praised
the local election commission's
decision to bring the compuler
vating machines back to the
coémmission office on the night
of the election, “If this were
not done, there is no telling
how the machines would end
up,”" he said.

Mr.. Seaton said he would
also look into the reason the
ballots for the Republican pri-
mary were different coless on
the Shoup machines than on the
computer machines. -
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Successful Experiment

The experiment in using punched-card
voting in 23 of Hamilton County’s 78 pre-
cincts in Thursday's election appears to
have been an unqualified success.

Voters in those precincts generally
agreed that the new system was far su-
perior to the voting machines that have

been used here for several years since it

took less time, was more. convenient and
was much less confusing.

The favorable reaction ‘of the voters
who used the system, plus thelgenerally
lower cost, will be key factors to consider
in acquiring additional components for
use’ in the county’s other. 55" precincts in
future elections.

We congratulate the county election
commission for its foresight in scheduling
the experiment in the new system. Hope-
fully, it will soon be used throughout the
county.

PUNCH-BALLOTING
BY VOTERS HERE
CALLED SUCCESS

Register-Moore Says 87%
In Survey Last Week
Liked Method

By WILLIAM K. WARREN

Calling the test of com-

puter -punch-card voting last
Thursday an “overwhelming
success,” Registrar Tom
Moore said Monday a survey
of 1,594 voters showed 87 per
cent liked the new system.

His report came amid ru-
mors that a chancery court
suit will be filed contesting
the county general election
because of some unspecified
problem relating to the
punch card voting and com-
puter tabulation,

Moore had heard the
rumor, but he had no details.’

Voters in the 23 precincts
(30th and 21st legislative dis-
tricts) using the new Veto-
matic system were asked te¢
give their evaluation of it last
Thursday on forms provided
by the county €lection com-
mission.

Of 1,954 responses, Moore
said, 1,391 were favorable,
Many of the unfavorable re-
sponses, he said, came from
two precincts where the vot-
ing went slowly because of
a combination of factors, in-

*cluding new poll workers and
- an inequitable allocation of

voiing machines.

Moore said he thought the
chance of using Votomatics
in all precincts in November
is “reasonably good.”

The test showed, the re-
gistrar said, that more
education on Votomatics is
needed both for the public
and poll workers to prevent
such occurences as poll of-
fictals refusing to give a vot-
er another ballot after he
made a mistake on his first
one. .

The computer tabulation
had few problems and went
quickly, he continued, with
the final count coming about
30 minutes past midnight. If
the old method of manual
tabulation had been used for
the large election, the
tabulation may have taken
all night, Moore said.

Moore also noted that bal-
lots from 20 of the 23 Voto-
matic precincts were de-
livered to the tabulation cen-
ter befone-the first results
came in from precincts using
lever machmes



PANELS APPROVE

VOTING BY CARD

By PAT WILCOX

The Hamilton County Elec-
tion Commission voted 3 to 2
Wednesday to adopt Volomat-
ic, or punch-card, voting on a
county-wide basis.

Later in. the day the state
election commission voted to
sustain the county panel’s ac-
tion.

The decision will now go to
the county council for affir-
mation and funding, or denial,

In voting against the mo-
tion, made by Commissioner
John Curtis, that the Veto-
matic system be adopted,
commission Chairman
Charles Hinson said that
while he is in faver-of punch-
card veting, he was “forced to
vote no'’ because of the “seri-
ousness of the question’ and
his belief that the commission

has not had sufficient time to '

study the proposal.

Hinson added that he hoped
the commission won't “have
to feel sorry for an action tak-
en in haste.” He was joined in
his negative vote by Commis-
sioner Tommie Carter.

* Curtis, Qiaidie Clark and

8/15/74

Jim Penlcy voted affirma-
tively.

Votomatic machines were-

leased at a cost of $18,500
from Computer Eiection Sys-
tems for trial use in absentee
voting and at several polling

_places for the Aug. 1 election.

The cost would be credited

. toward purchase of the entire
.CES Votomatic system which

‘would include 1,150 voting ma-

-chines, 216 demonstrators and
" supplemental equipment with

a gross value of $253,752.50:

Also deducted from the
gross cost would be the value
of 240 of the county's 245 lever-
type voting machines which
will be accepted by CESona
trade-in basis.

Curtis included in his mo-
tion that the county retain five
of the best of these machines
Jor use in elections in"small
cities, such as Ridgeside or
Lakesite.

This would make required
funding be about £100,500,
plus transportation charges.

The council is expected to
act on this issue at its meet-
ing Wednesday.

. Both Penley and Qlark
said they belicve the Voto-
matie system will save the
county money in the long
run. Clark said that because
of the smallness of the new
machines, they would re-
quire only 10 per cent of the
storage space of the lever-
type machines and would be
much less expensive to
transport.

‘the programming,

CHATTANOOGA TIMES

John Hurd, who is with
CES out of Memphis, said
the Votomatic has a minimal
number of moving parts and
requires very litlle mainten-
-ance compared to the old
machines. He ‘said that
"Shelby County spends an
average of $100 a machine
each year on maintenance.

Hurd informed the com-
mission that CES will update
supply
ﬁ)mplete election support in

e first two countywide
“elections in which the Voto-
.matics would be-used and
would thereafter be avail-
able to review bailot designs
or provide other desired sup-
port for a daily consultant’s
fee.

Hurd also said -that of the

_users of the Votomatics who

stopped to fill out a survey
.card on-Aug. 1, 87 per cent
preferred using the Votoma-
tics and 91 per. cent of the
poll workers preferred the
Votomatics.

Hurd. also said that 62 per
cent of the voters using the
punch-card machines got

"through the entire ballot,
. yoting in the referendum on

annexation procedures, while
only 56 per cent of those us-
ing the old machines did so.

Registrar Tom Moore said
of the Votomalic system:
“There'll be no waiting in
line to vote this time.”

There will be ene Votoma-
tic machine for every 100 re-

. gistered voters.
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Voters, Poll Workers Like

Punch Cards

Voters and election workers
in a sampling of Hamilton
County's . precincts Tuesday
were almost unanimous in
their praise of the new punch
card voting.

. The new Votomatic equip-
ment and-a short ballot pro-
-duced brisk voting and
virtually no lines at the polls.

Computer tabulation of the
punch cards, however, did
not go as well as expected.
The computer printed’ pre-
cinct-by-precinct results al-
most routinely in the ‘early
evening, and a majority of
.the precinct totals had been
reported shortly after 10
p.-m.

Then some problems with
the complex machinery de-
veloped and it’ was 11:30
p.m: before the next batch of
precinct totals was  avail-
able. An election commission

"spokesman said a jammed'

By WILLIAM K. WARREN

card caused the delay. At
11:45 p.m. four precincts re-
mained to be tabulated.
Computer , experts repre-
senting the Democratic and

Republican parties served as .

observers in the Hamilton
National Bank’s. computer
room.

In the May Democratic
primary, when the lever ma-
chines were used, final re-
sults weren't available until
the early morning hours the
next day. The vote count in
the Aug. 1 county’ general
election, which featured a
mixture of lever and Voto-
matic machines, went faster
but did not match Tuesday
night's pace. .

One problem. newsmen en-
countered with the new sys-
tem is that while final offi-
cial results are more quickly
available, early trends in the
voting are more difficult to
establish. In the past, for ex-
ample, news organizaiions
often received theéir informa-
tion directly from the pre-
cincts shortly after closing
time. In Tuesday's election,
the precinct. totals weren't
available until they had been
processed through the com-
puter.

There were a few com-
plaints about the new system,
which was tested successfully
Aug. 1in 23 of the county’s 78

precincts, but poll workers
said most of the critical com-
ments came before the voter
stepped up to the voting sta-
tion to punch his ballot:

Even some of the older vot- .
ers,. who  objected to the
change from the Shoup lever_

See Page Two, Col. Four

VOTERS PLEASED
BY PUNCH CARDS

From Page One

machines, were impressed
after they found out how sim-
ple it was to use the
Votomatic, election officials

' =aid.

“Ithink they'reexpecting a
Jot more than is there,” one
poll worker said of the sus-
pected difficulty involved in
using the Votomatic. After
voting on the punch-card,
“They say, ‘well, there's
nothing to this,” " the worker
said.

In many precincts workers-
said they had more
Votomalics than were needed.
One Votomatic stalion was
provided for each 100 re-
gistered voters as compared
to one lever machine for each
400.votersinthe past.

Tt was estimated that the
average person tock about
one and a half fo two minutes
to cast his ballot. The only de-
lay Tuesday, many poll work-
ers said, was the paperwork
involved before the voler
punched his ballot on the
Votomatic.

A veteran poll official in
East Lake, who said he never
wanis to return to the lever
machines, said there were
fewer. calls for assistance on
the Votomatic. He also said he
favors the Votomatic be-
cause it has no moving parts
and is not subject to the
mechanical  failures  ex-
perienced by. the lever ma-
chines.

“They just loveit,” an East
-Ridge poll official said of the
voters’ reaction to the
Votomatic. She also said the
voling goes so fast on the
puncn card syster, produc-
ing no lines, that it makes the
voter turnout look small in
comparison to voting on the
lever machines. -

There were a few minor
problems.

In at least two voling
places, overzealous votets
punched their choizes so hard
they broke the metal stylus.
And almost every precinct
had to void some ballots for a
variety of reasons.
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Produced Brisk Balloting.. . .

Voters, Election Heads Heap
Praise On Votomatic System

cause it had no rnoving parts

By ROY MORRIS JR.
Staff Writer
The new Votomatic punch

~ard equipment used in Tues-

fay’s election in Hamilton
wounly drew near unanimous
sraise from local voters and
election officials.

| A short ballot produced brisk
voting at the county's 78 pre-
cincts and eliminated the both-
ersome: voting lines of past
elections.

The new system was tested
successfully in the Aug. 1 pri.
mary election, with 23 pre-
cincts serving as test sites for
the punch card procedure.

Poll workers said Tuesday
that most critical comments
about the new’ way of voling
came before voters actuaily
employed the system, and even
older voters were impressed by

the simplicity of the punch
card ballots, which replaced
the Shoup lever machines.

Precinct workers said there
was an excess of machines in
several precincts, ‘with ane Vo-
tomatic station being provided
for each 100 registered voters,
as compared to one lever ma-
chine for each 400 voters in the
past.

Estimated voting time for the
average person was one and a

“half to.twe minutes a ballot,

workers said, with the oniy de-
lay coming through the paper-

work involved before the voter.

punched his ballot to record his
vole.
A veteran official in East

Lake said there were fewer-

calls for assistance on the Vo-
tomatic system, adding thal he
favored the new system be-

"precinets

subiect to mechanical failures,

A few minor problems were
reported with the new system,
as overzealous voters in two
punching  their
choices so forcibly they broke
the metal stylus. Officials said
some ballots also had to be
voided for other reasons.

Instructions tables at every
polling place instructed volers
on the proper procedure, with
test ballots featuring 18th cen-
tury statesmen and famous ath-
letes as sample choices.

. At last report, Joe DeMagglo
was leading Babe Ruth in the
race for recreation commis-
stoner, with Sitting Bull leading
Geronimo and Cochise as sec-
retary of Indian affairs. Joe
Louis surpassed Jack Demsey
as director of self-preservation.
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Votomatic System
Works Beautifully

Bledsoe County Voters for the
first time in election history tried
the new Votomatic punch card
system this Tuesday . . . The re.
sults may not have pleased every-
one but the new voting system
did. The punch card voting was
simplicity  itself and projected
difficulties failed to arise. Not
only was voting time cut to about
one-third with t h e resuiting
shortening of lines of voters, but
by 8:20 election night, a complete
count was ready. A consultant
from the Votomatic Company was
present all day and ready to as-
sist if any portion of the system
failed. Thanks to the time and
efforts of the election commission
in educating and instructing the
public before the date of the elec-
tion in the use of the system,
there were no mistakes made. The
consultant for Votomatic compli-
mented Bledsoe county officials
highly when it became known that
not one faulty or uncountable bal-
lot was cast, Also, Votomatic ad-
vised Bledsoe County that we were

_the first entire County in the nation

to complete the election count.

Spectators crowded the Court-
room during the count and only
favorable comments were heard as
the computer took the ballots
through its system, counted hun-
dreds of ballots in seconds and
gave a complete print out not only
on votes of candidates but gave
their percentages of total votes
and total votes cast in each pre-
cinct.

The Bledsoe County -Court,
County Judge B4~ Sapp, the Blad-
soe County Election' Commission
and other interested citizens are
to be complimented for their
judgement and foresight in the
purchase and use of this new vot-
ing system.-




THE RECOUNT
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McConnell Satisfied With Vote

Recount Favoring Bill Carter

(Staif photo by George Moody)_

ELECTION OFFICIALS AND CANDIDATES INSPECT THE BALLOT PRIOR TO THE RE-

After a recount of the votes
in the 27th Legisiative District,
State Rep. Bill Carter main-
tained his 39 vote margin over
Democrat Sam McConnell,
5,645 to 5,606.

The recount was requesied
by Mr. McDonnell and directed
by Chancellor Wilkes Thrasher
after a suit was [iled in court.

Registrar-at-large

Tom .

COUNT

Moore said he would take the
recount totals to Judge Thrash-
er for his approval.

Mr. McConnell said he was
“satisfied’” with the results and
would not pursue the matter
further.

“It will end here” he said in
the computer room of the Ham-
ilton National Bank.

He also expressed his satis-

faction with the computer vot-
ing process

The vote showed Rep. Carter
with a 36 vote margin in absen-
tee votes, 14 to 118.

A three vote margin came
‘from the 13 precincts in the
2nth district for Rep. Carter.

The results will now be certi-
fied by the election commission
and sent to Nashville.



e Times

THE CHATTANOOGA TIMES, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1974.

Count Upholds
Carter’s Margin
Over McConnell

A computer recount Fri-
day of votes cast Nov. 5 in
the. 27th legisiative district
confirmed state Rep. W. L.
(Bill) Carter’s 39.vote mar-.
gin "over challenger Sam |
MConnell,

Democrat McConnell, who
filed a chancerv court 'péti-
tion to obtain the recount,
conceded the victory of. his.
Republican opponent .and
said he will pursue the mat-
ter-no further. :

The recount was super-
vised by election commission
members, both candidates
and representatives of Com-
puter Election Systems, the
California {firm which pro-.
duces the Votomatic ma-
chines used in the recent

_ election. The tabulation in-
volved simply rumning the
computer. cards from 27th:
district precincts through the
computer counter again, and
it produced the same results.

An interesting note, how-

- ever, was that the major
" portion of Carter's victory
" margin came -in absentee
Dballots, acceunting -for 36 of
the 39 votes. The final
tabulation gave Carter 5,645
votes to 5,606 for McConnell.

Registrar Tom Moore said
he would report the results
to Chancellor Wilkes T,
Thrasher “Jr. in accordance
with his chancery court or-
der.




-CHATTANOOGA NEWS-FREE PRESS, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 1975

Smooth Tabulation Of City Voting

O e L TR

B

WIDE OPEN COUNT — Although ‘“‘everybody’ was in-

vited, only a few persons showed up Tuesday night at the
Memorial Auditorium to observe the computer tabulation of
punch card ballots in the city’s runoff election.

. By J.B. COLLINS
Urban Affairs Editor
Tabulation of the 30.248 Lotal
ballots cast in 48 precincls in
Chattanooga’s runoff election

Tuesday was “quick and
smooth.”  Registrar-at-Large
Tom Moore Jr. said at the

close of the tabulation, held in
the center of the main floor of
the Memorial Auditorium.

“No problems,” he com-
mented with obvious pleasure.

Because there had been criti-
cism of the tabulation for the
March 11 primary, Mr. Moore,
with support of the Hamilton
County Election Commission,
announced the tabulation for
Tuesday's- election would be
held at the auditorium and that
the public was invited to come
and look.

There were 5000 available
seats, he said, and all free.

He even senl a personal invi-
tation to Gov. Ray Blanton, a
eritic of the punch card system.
but Gov. Blanton didn't show.
In fact he didn’lL even answer
the invitation, Mr. Moore said.

Only a handful of spectators
did show, in fact. They watched
from just outside a roped-off
area surrounding the computer
counters, duplicator machine
and  complementary  equip-
ment.

Among the observers wus
Harry Manstield, an unsuccess-
fui candidate for fire and police
commissioner in the primary.
He has Tiled a suit in chancery
court contesting his _election,
claiming: safepuards required

IR S

‘The Election Commission directed the count be held in
the center of the main floor of Lthe Auditorium after there
was criticism of counting preocedures in the March 11 prima-

ry.

. for computer (punch cards vot-

ing were not taken.

That suit is still pending.

But Mr. Mansfield said he
felt the counting was conducted
properly last night and saw
“nothing wrong"with the han.

dling of the ballots or the tabu-

lation of them.

James E. Harpster of Mem-
phis. chairman of the Tennes-
see State Election Commission,
wais also on hand to obscerve the
computer count of the punch
card system. He said he was
plecased with the way things
went and he was highly compli-
mentary of the system.

Actually, critics were few at
last night's coutting. All the

vbservers willing tu comment .

were  complimentary.  News

media people seemed especial-
ly pleased. The total count was
wrapped up and the final ““tab
sheet”™ was circulated to the
members of the media before
9:30 p.m. .

The computer quickly cournt-
ed all 48 stacks of punch cards
ballots and the duplicator spat
out copjes passing among the
media. The last of the ballot
boxes came into the auditorium
by 7:45 p.m. and the count was
completed in less than two
hours.

In accordance with regula-
tions, five precincts were se-
lected at random for “hand
counts” loday as 4 check on the
computer count. The precinets

selected: Concord. Avondale.
Brainerd Hills, Dupont and
Howard.






