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THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN YOTERS
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oIk,
political

expenment

MEANTIME, THERE WILL STAND THE LEAGUE OF

WOMEN VOTERS, THE BIG, COMPOSITE, NONPARTISAN
BODY, WITH ITS CLARIFICATION PLACE FOR PARTISAN
COMPLEXITIES, ITS COMMON MEETING GROUND FOR

THE FURTHERANCE OF PRINCIPLES, IDEALS AND

" ISSUES...IT IS A VAST EXPERIMENT.

—THE WOMAN CITIZEN, FEBRUARY 28,-1920




Nea;ly

75 years after ‘
- the iea”gue of Women Voters
was foundéd,

it is still a mighty political experiment. -

(o
Every day,

in 'communities across the nation,
the experiment is recreated
and the power of the original idea
is demanstrated anew.
3
Every day.
this grassroots network of-Americans

takes on new challenges

in democracy.
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he Leagus is
strictiy nonpartisan;
H nelthar supports

candidates for office.

Allhe same lime,
the League Is
vsholeheartedly
pelltical—

'mmylng to influence
pubtie policy
ﬁmunh educatlon

and advocacy.

ounded in 1920, the League of Women
Voters is a nonpartisan political organi-
1L zation that encourages the informed
and active participation of citizens ini govern-
ment and influences public policy through
education and advocacy. It is a unigue activ-
ist network that derives its strength from the
energy and commitment of more than a hun-

~ dred thousand members and supporters na-

tionwide, The League knows first-hand the
value of citizens organized for change.

The League ambitiously pursues its dual
mission:

o To encourage the active and informed
participation of citizens in government and
to increase understanding of major public
policy issues.

© To secure public policies that promote
League goals reached through member
participatian and agreement.

The League is strictly nonpartisan; it neither

_ supports nor opposes candidates for office at

any level of government. At the same time,
the League is wholeheartedly political—

_ warking to influence public palicy through

education and advocacy. It is the original
grassroots citizen network, directed by the

consensus of its members across the country.

- GRASSROOTS STRENGTH

'|The League of Women Voters works at the
local, state and national levels, paralleling
the levels of American government. Most
people know us through the local League of '
Women Voters in their community. The
League is organized in more than a thousand
communities, in all 50 states as well as the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands. :




THE LEAGUE OF VYOI3EN VOTERS
EDUCATION FURD

.[rha membership ang political advo-
cacy of the League of Women Voters
of the United States is complemented
by the citizen education and research
activities of the League of Women
Voters Education Fund {LWVEF}.
Founded in 1957, the LWVEF provides
local and state Leagues, as weli as

+ the wider public, with information and
educational services on elections
and on current publi¢ policy issues.
The League of Women Voters Educa-
tion Fund is renowned for its ability te ]
make complex and controversial is- . than a thousand
sues accessible to the nonexpert citi-

- zen in a balanced, evanhanded way.

ke League Is

organized in more

communities, In all

And the LWVEF is an axperienced 50 states as vrell as
tral'm'ar of community ieaders and - the Bistrict of
activists. :

. Columbla, Puertn
0f course, a special and familiar fo- .

cus of the League's educational work . Ricoand the Virgin
is voting and elections, Leagues in (slands.
communlties across the nation are .
known for providing voters with fac-
tual, nonpartisan information on can-
didates and ballot issues, whether
through voter's guides, candidate
forums, town meetings or debates. .
Much of the League's campaign te
Take Back the System for American
voters is spearheaded by the League
of Women Votefs Education Fund.

The organizﬁation's name, like its mission,
derives from the proud legacy of the ’
women's suffrage movement. Today's mem-




hen cliizens
are prevented trom
paiicipating
meaninglully in thelr

government,

American democracy

Is endangered. The
‘League of Women
Volers belleves thal
the time has come for
voters 1o Take Back

the System.

- bers are women and men; any citizen aged

18 or older can join. Members may join
through any level of the League, and with
membership comes the opportunity to work
on local, state, regional and national public
policy issues. Local Leagues set their local
programs, pricrities and dues; state Leagues
set the statewide agenda.

National Leagué activities are coordinated
and staffed by two distinct but complemen-
tary organizations. The League of Women
Voters of the United States (LWVUS} is the
political advocacy and membership organiza-
tion. The League of Women Voters Education
Fund (LWVEF), established in 1957, is the
citizen education and research arganization.

The League's haltmark is its unique grassroots
approach to study and action. Every natianal
League position is based on nationwide study
and consensus among members. During the
consensus process, members draw on bal-
anced, pro/con materials, develop their awn
resources, tumn to technical experts and pub-
lic officials for information, and reach out to
the community through public meetin@s, sur-
veys and media coverage. The same thorough

. process ts used for studying national health

care policy in the United States, for examin-
ing local recycling policies or for evaluating
statewide school finance formulas.

Once a position is reached, the League mar-
shals all of its tools to influence the shape
of public policy. Work is focused on priority
issues every year, in order to channel the
League’s citizen power for the greatest ef-
fect. Grassroots lobbying efforts aré the key
to the League’s legislative success. Strate-
gies.include testimony, letters and phone
calls to key legislators, working in coalition
with ather'groups, community outreach and
media campaigns.




On Capitol Hill, the League's grassroots
message is.constantly reinforced through
person-t0-persen cantact by a lobby corps of
Washington-area volunteers, national board
members and staff.

THE LEAGUE OF WOREN YOTERS
NISSION . .

Fhe League of Women Voters, a
nonpartisan political organization,
encourages the informed and active
participation of citizens in govern-
ment, and influences public policy

through education end advocacy. sal:
To empawer
YiSIoN, BELIEFS AMD
cltizens to shape
INTENTIONS w
hetter communities
Fhe goai of the League of Women
worldwide.

Voters is to empowar citizens to
shape better communities worid-
wide.

The League of Women Voters of the
tnited States is a.nonpartisan
political membership organization,
which:

o acts after study and member
agreement to achieve solutions in the o -
public interest on key community
issues at all government levels.

o builds citizen panticipation in the .
democratic process.

0 engages communitias in promoting
positive solutions to public policy
issues through education and
advocacy.

{Continued an next page}




The League of Women Yoters Educa-
tien Fund is a nonpartisan public
policy educational organization,
which:

o builds citizen participation in the
democratic process.

o studies key community issues at all
government levels in an unbiased
manner.

0 enables people to seek positive so-
lutions to putilic policy issues through
education and conflict management.

Ue belleve bn;
o respect for individuals.
o the value of diversity.

o the empowerment of the
grassroots, both within the League
and in communities.

o the power of collective decision
making for the common good.

Vio will;

o act with trust, integrity and
professionaiism.

D operate in an open and effective
manner to meet the neads of those
we serve, both members and the
public.

o take the initiative in seeking diver-
sity in membership and programs.

o acknowledge our heritage as we
seek our path to the future.




LWV LEADS CITIZEH CARPAIGN TO
TAKE BAC THE SYSTEW

Un the 19905 the League is rededicating its
‘efforts nationwide to promote voting and
citizen participation in government.

The League of Women Voters in 1991
launched a nationwide citizen campaign to
Take Back the System——-a plan of action to
make voter registration more accessable '
pravide voters with information on candi-
dates and issues and restore the vaters’
canfidence and involvement in cur American
electoral system.

" The League believes that democrécy de- Joal:
pends on the informed and active participa-. To fromote an open
tion of its citizens. When citizens are )
prevented from partiéipating meaningfully in
their government, American democracy is that is represeniative,
endangered. The League of Women Voters ’
believes that the time has come for voters to
Take Back the System. - responsive.

governmental system

accountable and

-THE LEAGUE'S NATIONAL AGENDA

" The League of Women Voters of the United
States works to influence public poticy in '
four broad issue areas, encompassinga
range of interrelated principles and goals.

GOVERNFENT: The League’s goal is to pro-

mote an apen governmental system that is
representative, accountable and responsive;
that has a fair and adequate fiscal basis;

that protects individual liberties established

by the Constitution; that assures opportuni-
ties for citizen participation in government
decision making; that provides sound agricul-
ture policies; and that preserves public health
and safety through guh control measures. .

League members have studied and reached
positions on: Agriculture Policy, Citizen




nal:
To promote peace In
anintardependent

“wrorld.

Rights, Congress and the Presidency, OC
Self-Government and Full Voting Represen-
tation, The Election Process, Fiscal Policy,
Gun Control, Voting Rights and Public Policy
on Reproductive Choice.

In 1993, the League achieved a primary legis-
lative goal: cangressional passage of national
voter registration reform legislation to remove
unnecessary obstacles on the path to the vot-
ing booth. Attention then turned to successful
implementation of the new law in the states
and to national campaign finance refarm leg-
islation to make candidates more responsive
10 the voters than to the speciat interests.

Publications include Understanding Eco-
nomic Policy: A Citizen's Handbook and

Public Policy on Reproductive Choice. A

Community Action Guide.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: The League's goal
i$ to promose peace in an interdependent
waorld by cooperating with other nations,
strengthening international organizations,
fostering long-term development, negotiat-
ing arms control measures and encouraging
the successful resolution of conflicts
thraugh nonmifitary means.

League members have studied and taken
positions on: Arms Control, Military Policy
and Defense Spending, Trade, The United
Nations, and U.S. Retations with Developing
Countrigs. ' '

In recent years, the League has lobbied for
U.S. support of the United Nations, including
full payment of our country’s financial as-
sessment. The League responded to the dra- -
matic events in Eastarn Europe at the turn of
the decade with an initiative 1o invite citizen
activists from eastern European nations to
experience first-hand the grassroats tradi-
tions and influence of the-League at the
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community level. “Building Palitical Partici-
.pation in Poland” in 1992 was the first of
the League’s emerging democracy programs.

NATURAL RESOURCES: The League's goal is to
promate an environment beneficial to fife -
through the protection and wise manage-

ment of natural resources in the public inter-

est by recognizing the interrelationships of

air quality, energy. land use, waste manage-

mént and water resources.

League members have studied and taken

positions on; Resource Management, Envi-

ronmental Protection and Pollution Control,

and Public Participation in Environmental oal:

Decision Making, Yo promote an

In recent years, the League was a leader in
the long citizen effort to win passage of a
strong Clean Air Act in Congress. Subse- . - Deneficlal tolre,
quent League efforts are focused on the

need to reauthorize other key environmental

legisiation, such as the Resource Conserva-

tion and Recavery Act and the Safe Drinking

Water Act. The LWVEF has a well deserved

reputation for providing citizen education

opporiunities and resources in the envicon-

mental area. Recent examples include The

Plastic Waste Primer, The Garbage Primer

and the third edition of The Nuclear Waste

Primer, all handbaoks for citizen action.

environment

sociaL PoLICY: The League's goalis to
promote social and economic justice, secure
equal rights for all, and combat discrimina-
tion and poverty.

League members have studied and taken
positions on Child Care; Equality of Opportu-
nity, Health Care, Meeting Basic Human
Needs, and U;ban Policy.

Based on a nationwide study of the delivery
and financing of health care, League mem-




oal:
To promote snclai and
economic justice,
secure equal rights
for atl, and combat
discrimination and

poverty.

bers’ current-tegislative goal is reform of the
U.S. health care system to provide access to
a basic leve! of quality care for all residents
and to control health care costs. The League

- favors a national health insurance plan and

supports increased taxes to finance a basic
tevel of care for all U.S. residents, provided

. health care reforms contain effective cost

control strategies. As the United States
moves toward a national health insurance
plan, an employer-hased system of reform
that provides universal access is acceptable
to the League.

In 1993, the League worked to help pass the
Family and Medical Leave Act, which pro-
vides up to 12 weeks of unpaid leave to em-
ployees for the birth ar adoption of a child or
for the care of a serigusty ill family member.
LWVEF publications include Expanding
School-Age Child Care: A Community Action

"Guide, which describes Leagues’ pilot
© projects to stimulate. the supply of school-

age child care in their communities.

WHOSE SYSTER IS T ANYWAY?

@ur focus on the issues and on encouraging
true gavernment of the people has eamed
the League its reputation as a respected and
effective participant in the American politi-

_cal process. And in an era of proliferating

and powerful special interests, the League's
advocacy of the public interest is increas-
ingly recognized as an essential voice of
democracy.

" Join the Leégue and help us Take Back the

System.

10
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. IFYOUR G0ALS [ATCH OUR GOALS, .
YOUR MERBERSHIP WILL HELP ACHIEVE THER.

£ YE8! | want to help Take Back the Syslerﬁ. Please sign me up!

G I'menclosing a check for $_____ for individual men;bership. ;

Om encloéing a check for §

for househeld membership.

NAME OF SECOND HQUSEROLD MEMBER

O3 In addition ta my membership, 1'd like to make a contribution of
s o _

[ Please send me mare infermation on-the League of Women
Voters.

" [ ¥ can't join right now, but I'm enclosing $ 1o suppart
 League activities, ’

. NAME

ADDRESS

ey

STATE : ) 2IP CODE

PHONE {HOME}

PHONE (OFFICE)

WAKE CHECH PAYABLE AND FIAIL TO: -

Bgcausewe lobby at the local, state and nationa! fevels, memhetshipldues and
ather contributions 16 the League of Women Voters are not tax-deductible.

Ty



Combined annuat expenditures of the
national offices of the League of
Woman Voters of the United States and
the League of Women Voters Education
Fund are approximstely £5.5 million,
Both are nonprofit, nonpartisan organi-
zatigns that receive contributions from
& variety of snu:rcas, including founda-
tions, corporations, unions and individu-
als. Tha LWVUS also receives
significant support from its members.
 The LWVUS i a 501(c){4) arganization
under the Internal Revenue tax cade;
the LWVET is a 501{cH3) organization
that can accept tax-deductible contri-

butions.
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