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CHAPTER 11:15 

WAR VETERANS ACT 
Act 4//992. 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECnONS 
IWioll 
I. Short title. 

Interpretation. 
War Veterans Fund. 
Income of Fund. 
Object of Fund. 
Applic.ation of Fund. 
I;stnblishmcnt of schemes. 
Ifolding of Fund. 
Payments out of Fund. 
Accounts and audit of Fund. 
Establishment of War Veterans Board. 
Disqunlificatiolls for appointmen"t to Bmlrd. 
Vacation of office by member of Board. 
Minister may require member of llonrd to vacate office. 
Meetings and procedure of Board. 
FUllctions of Board. 
Powers of tioard. 
Reports of Board. 
Appeals from decisions of Board. 
Minister Ill"Y give directiolls to Board. 
Inalienability ofnssistancc. 
Director of Wur Veterans and other staff. 
Beneficiary to report receipt of assistance from any other sourcc. 
OI'fCnces and pcnaltie!l. 
Rcpaymcnt of sums ovcrpaid. 
Regulations. 

ACT to pruvide for the establishment of schemes for the provision of assistance to war veterans and their 
..... 11 .. ,:" to provide for tlie el'tnhlishmenl of a fund to finance such assistance; to Ilrovide for Ihe constitulion and 

oflhe War Veternns Board; and 10 IJI'ovide for matters incidental to or connected with the foregoing. 

i Act may be cited as the War Veterans Act [Chapter 

li'"il,'.,n,,:''' means any assistance rendered out of the 
war veteran or to a dcpendant of a war veteran or 

vcteran; 
, means the War Veterans Doanl established by 

~,::::;~~:::~:,:~;,:j:;n'...:..r,elati{)n to a war veteran or dcceased 

including a step-child, legally adoptcd child 
or born posthumously, who has not aUained the 
age of eighteen years and is or was at the date of 
death of the war veteran dependent upon him for 
support; or 
a widow or widowcr of a war veteran; or 
any person lIot retcrred to in parngroph (n) or (h) 
who is wholly or partly maintaincd by the war vet­
emn or who was, at the date of the death of the war 
veteran and for 8 reasonable period beforc that date, 
wholly or partly maintained by the war vcteron; 

I case may be; 
1III'j"",,." mcans the Director of War Veterans referred 
1I",ecl.lon twenty-two; 

(Date of CHIIUllencemenl: 31 5t March. 1995.] 

"Fund" mcans the War Veterans Fund establishcd by 
subsection (I) of section three; 

"Minister" means the Minister of Public Service, La· 
bour and Social Welfare or any other Minister to whom the 
President may. from time to time, assign the administration 
of this Act; 

"scheme" means a scheme cstablished in tenns of sec­
tion seven; 

"vocational training" iilcludes any fonn of education or 
training which, in the opinion of the Ministcr, will permit a 
war veteran to support himself and his dependants or will 
increase his capacity to do so; 
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"war veteran" means any person who underwent mili· 
tary training and participated, consistenpy and persistently. 
in the libcration struggle which OCCUlTed in Zimbabwe and 
in ncighbouring countries between the 1st January, 1962, 
and thc 29th February, 1980, in connection with the 
hringing about of Zimbabwc's indcpendence on the 18th 
April, 1980. 

3 War Veterans Fund 
(I) There is hereby established a furid to be known as 'J 

the War Veterans Fund. 

(2) The trustee of the Fund shall be the Minister, in 
whom the Fund shall be vested and who, subject to this 
Act, shall have thc sole management, control and use of the 
Fund. 
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4 Income of Fund 
The Fund shall consist of-

(a) moneys appropriated for the purpose of the Fund by 
Parliament: and 

(b) ullY gins or grants made to the Fund by any persoll 
or authority or by the government of any country: 
and 

(e) any interest derived from or increase in any assets of 
the Fund in any form whatsoever; ami 

(d) UIlY other moneys to which the Fund lIlay be lawfully 
entitled. 

5 Object of fund 
Subject to this Act. the object to which lhe Fund may he 

applied shall be the rendering of assistance in tenns of this 
Act to war veterans and their dependants. 

6 Application of Fund 
In onler to give effect tll the object of the Fund. the Fund 

lIIay be npplicd to any olle or more of the lullowing-
(a) grants to war veterans and their dependants who lack 

means or subsistence; 
(b) grants ror the physical, mental or social relHlhilita­

tion of' war vetcrans: 
(c) grants ror manpower development with a view to 

pnlvidillg war veterans with academic. tcchnicill. vo­
cational or other skills or any other training neces­
sary to equip them ror employment or gainrul 
occupation; 

(d) the provision or loans, whether with or without 
interest. and financial. technical, managerial or allY 
other rorm of assistance to war veterans involved in 
income-generating projects, whether as individuals 
or as members of groups or co-operative societies; 

(e) granL<; ror runeral expenses in respect or war veter­
ans. 

7 Establishment of schemes 

(I) Suhjeet to slIhseetiolis (3) ami (").thc rv1illister may. 
by statutory instrumellt. establish one ()f" 1Il00e schemes liJr 
the provision or benefits or assistance to or in respect or 
any war veterans and their dependants or any classes of war 
vetcrans and their dcpendanL<;. and may in like manner 
amend or abolish any sllch sehcme. 

(2) I\. statutory instrument in terms of subsection (I) 
Illay providc lix-
(a) the registration of war veterans generally or the 

registration of war velenms entitled to benefit under 
any scheme; 

(b) the registration of dependants of war veterans 
entitled to benefit under any scheme; 

(e) the compulsory submission of any war veteran tn 
nny medical or dcnt:J1 examination required ror the 
purpose ofbellefiting under any scheme; 

(d) the circumstances and manner in whieh any benefit 
paid to II war vcterun shall or may be rcfilllded; 

(e) the conditions for eligibility or a war veteran ror any 
assistance; 

(j) the conditions upon which the dependants or a war 
veteran or ofa deceased war veteran may qualify ror 
assistance; 

(g) the nature and amount of the benefiL'i to he granted 
or paid under any scheme. the circumstances in 
which and the pcrsons to whom such bcnefits shall 
or may be granted or paid and the manner in which 
they shall be granted or paid; 

(h) the provision of technical or vocational training or of 
any other training necessary ror assisting war 
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veterans in acquiring such skills as the 
considers appropriate; 

(i). the reduction, suspension or withdrawal 
benefit granted or paid under any scheme; 

U) the m.intenance of records in respect of any 
granted or paid to nny war veteran under 
scheme: 

(k) any other manner whatsoever ror 
opinion ortbe Minister, it is necessary or desirabl', I 
make provision in order to give effect to this Act 
any scheme. 

(3) Without derogation rrom section 21 of the 
tation Act [Chapter I :0/]. a statutory instrument in 
of subsection (I) may provide for different henelil<; to 
granted or paid to different categories of war veterans: 

Provided that no statutory instrument shall di,;criminl 
between persons on the ground of race. tribe, place 
origin, political opinion, colour or creed. 

(4) Berore establishing. amending or aholishing 
scheme in tenns of' this section, the Minister shall 
the approval orthe Minister responsible ror finance. 

8 Holding of Fund I 
(I) 1\.1Imone)'s received 011 behalf of the Fund shallN 

paid intn a banking account and no moneys shall 11 
withdrawn thererrom except by means of cheques i 
by such persons as are authorized in that behalf by 
Minister. 

(2) Moneys of the Fund not immediately required 
purpose thereor may be investcd in such manner as 
~'Iillistcr. in consultation with the Board and with 
approval or the Minister responsible for linance. 
detennine. 

9 Payments out of Fund 
The Minister may authorize 

ror-
payments rrom the 

(a) the rellluneration and allowances of memhers 
IJoanl; and 

(b) the costs of establishing and maintaining the Fund. 

10 Accounts and audit of Fund 
(I) Proper books of accounts and other books and 

ords in relation thereto shall be kept in which shall 
recorded all the financial transactions of the Fund. 

(2) The linnncial year or the Fund shall be th'! period 
twelve months ending on the 30th June in each year or 
such other date as may be prescribed. 

(3) Not more than three months aller the end of 
finandDI year. an income Dnd expenditure account 
balance shcet or the Fund shall be submitted to the 
troller and AIII.litor-Gcneral ror audit. and. in I i 
Fund, the Comptroller. and Auditor-General shall 
the powers eonrerred upon him by the Audit and Exch.:qucf 
Act (Chapter 22:03J in relation to the auditing or 
moneys. 
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11 Establishment of War Veterans Board 
(I) There is hereby established a board to be Kn""'I1, 

the War Veterans Board. 

(2) The Board shall consist of not fewer than five 
not more than seven members appointed, subject to 
section and section twelve. by the Minister with 
approval or the Jiresident. 

(3) or the members of the Board, at least two shall 
appointed rrom such nssociation or organization 
Minister considers represents the majority of war 
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(4) The Minister simI! designate one member of the 
Iloard to be chairman of the Board. 

(5) I\. IIlcllIhcr of the BU<1n1 shall hold office lilr sllch 
rcriod, not exceeding live yems, and on such terms and 
conditions, as Illay be fixed by the Minister at the time of 
his appointment. 

(6) Subject to Ihis Act. a persoll ceasing to bc a mcmber 
of tllC BOllrd shall he eligiblc for reappointment tn the 
Board. 

A member of the Board shall be paid out of the Fund 
remuncration fllld allowances as the Minister, with the 

approval of the Minister responsible for finance, may fix 
for members ufthe Board gencrally. 

12 Disqualifications for appointment to Board 
l11c Minister shall not appoint n person as a member of 

Ihe Board and no person shall be qualified to hold office as 
Inlcll1ber of the Board \vho-

is not a citizen of Zimbabwe; or 
Ims, in terms of a law in force in any eountry-

0) been adjudged or otherwise declared insolvent 
or bankrupt and has not been rehabilitated or 
disclwrgcd; or 

(ii) made an assignment to or arrangement or 
composition with his creditors which has not 
been rescinded or set aside; or 

(e) has been convictcd, whethcr in Zimbabwe or 
elsewhere, of an offence involving dishonesty. 

13 Vacation of office by member of Board 
A member of the Board shall vacate his office and his 

office simi I becomc vacant-
(I) onc month aficr the dalc he gives notice in writing to 

the Minister of his intention to resign his orlicc or 
"Oer thc cxpiry of sllch shorter period as he and the 
Minister may agrec; or 

(b) if he becomes disqualified in tems of section twelve 
to hold office as a member: or 

(e) if he is required in terms of section jimrteell to 
\'acale his office. 

14 Minister may require member of Board to 
vacate office 

(1) The Minister may require a member of the 'lJoard to 
T3catc his office ifthc member-
la) has been guilty of conduct whieh renders him 

unsuitable as a IIlclllher; Of 

has failed to comply with any tcrm or condition of 
his officc fixed by the Minister in tenns of subsec­
tion (5) of section eleven; or 
is mcnlally or physically incapable of efficiently 
perfonning his duties as a mcmber. 

(2) The Minister, 011 the recommendation of the Board, 
rolf rcquire a member of the Board to yacnlc his officc if 

Minister is -satisfied that the membcr has been absent 
three consecutive meetings of the Board. of which he 

been given not less than three days' notice, and that 
IIlc:re waS no just cause for the member's absence. 

15 Meetings and procedure of Board 
Thc [JoanJ shall hold its first meeting on such date 
such place as the Minister may fix and thereafter the 
shallllleet for the dispatch of busincss at such places 

r.d times as thc chnirl11an may direct. 
(1) The chairman of the Uoard may himself at rilly time 

nI shall. <It thc rcqucst in writing or not fewer than two 
members. convene a special meeting of the Board, which 
meeting shall be convened for a d<lte not less than seven 

days nor more than thirty days aficr the receipt of such 
rcquest. 

(3) I f, at a mecting of the Board the ciminnan is absent, 
the 1I1cmbers present may elect one of their number to 
preside at the meeting as chairman. 

(4) A lll~iority of members shall form a quorum at a 
mecting of the Board. 

(5) All acts, matters or things authorized or required to 
be done by the Board may be decided by a majority vote at 
a meeting of the Board at which a quorum is present. 

(6) At all meetings of the Board each member present 
shall have olle vote and. in the event of 8n equality of 
votcs, the pcrson presiding shall have, in addition, a casting 
votc. 

(7) The Board may, with the approval of the Minister, ' . 
co-opt any person to the Board, but a co-opted person shall 
have no vote in any decision by the Board. 

(8) Subject to this section, the Board may regulate its 
own procedure. 

16 Functions of Board 
The functions of the Board shall be-

(a) ·to ensure that a register or.'war veterans and their 
dependants is kept and main't8ined; arid 

(h) to advise the Minister on the establishment of any 
scheme in tcnns of this Act or on any matter relating 
to any scheme: and 

(c) to eX<ll11ine, hear and determine any representations 
by any persoll claiming entitlement to he registered 
as a war veteran or dependant of a war veteran where 
such registration has been refused; and 

(d) to hear and detenuinc any represcntations or com­
plaints nwde hy any war veteran or dependant of a 
war veteran relating 10 the grant., payment or delivery 
of any assistance to him; and 

(e) to supervise the preparation of the budget of the 
Fund and the control of any assets of dIe Fund; and 

(J) til perform any other function which the Minister 
lIlay confer Oil the Board for the purposcs of this Act. 

17 Powers of Board 
For the purpose of carrying out its functions in temlS of 

this Act, the Ooard shall have power-
(a) to SUIlllllon witnesses to give evidence before it or to 

produce any doculllcnt; 
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(b) to administer oaths and take evidence on oath Dnd 
make such investigation.as the Board considers nec­
essary; 

(e) to examine or cause to be examined by such person 
as the Iloard may authorize in that behalf, any rec"' 
ords or documents kept by any person making any 
claim in tcrms of this Act; 

(d) to do or cause to be done all other things that are 
necessary or expedient for the exercise of its func­
tions. 

18 Reports of Board 
Thc Board-

(a) shall, as soon as may be afier the end of each 
financial year, submit to the Minister a report dealing 
gcnerally with the proceedings and activities of the 
Board during that financial year; 

(b) shall. whcre required by the Minister so to do, 
suhmit to the Minister sllch rcports as the Minister 
may specify in regard to the proceedings and activi­
ties of the Board; and 

{Chapter 11:15] 
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(e) may submit such other reports os the 13tH'f£! consid· 
ers advisahle. 

19 Appeals from decisions of Board 
(I) Any person who is aggrieved by any decision orthe 

Board- " 
(0) refusing to register him as a war vetcran or depend· 

fllll in tenns of this Act; or . 
(h) in regard to the determination of nny nssistllnce to he 

granted to him in tenlls of any schcme; 
may, by notice selling out his reasons, appeal to the 
Minister against the decision of the Board. 

(2) The Minister may, 011 an appcal in terms of subsec­
tion (I), either confirm the decision of Ihe Board or remit 
the motter to the Board lor further cOllsideratioll subject to 
slIch recollllllcndatiuns rcgarding thc appcal as the !\linister 
IlIOY consider appropriate, and the decision of the Board 
aner reconsideration of the mattcr in tenns of this subsec­
tion shall be final. 

20 Minister may give directions to Board 
(I) Subject to this Act, the Minister may, Ii"om time to 

time, give the Board and the Director directions as to-
(a) the maximum or minimum amount of assistance to 

be granted to any registered dependant: and 
(b) the period during which any assistance may be paid; 

and 
(c) any flIatter to be taken into account in the granting of 

any assistance; and 
(d) any matter relating to the functions ofthe Board: 

Provided that before giving any directiol1-
(0) regarding any matter referred to in paragraph (a), the 

Minister shall obtain the approval of the Minister re· 
sponsible for finance and consult the Board; and 

(b) regarding any maller referred to in paragraph (b) or 
(e), the Minister shall consult the Board. 

(2) The Board shall, with all due expedition. comply 
with any direction given to it in terms of subsection (I). 

(3) Where any direction has been given to it or to the 
Director in tenns of subsection (I), the Uoard shall ensure 
that the direction and any views that it expressed thereon 
when consulted by the Minister nrc set out in its allnual 
report. 

21 Inalienability of assistance 
Subject to the Maintenance Act (Chapter 5:08.1 and to 

Part Viol' the Children'S Protection and Adoption Act 
[Chapter· 5:061. any assistance shall be for the personal 
henelit of the registered war veteran or dependant con· 
cemed and shall be inalienable and not be subject to 
attaciullenl by ilny legal process whatever: . 

Provided that the Board may, upon representations made 
to it by the regisiered war veteran or dependant or by 01" on 
behalf of any person to whom such war veteran or depend· 
ant owes any legal obligation. order that this sectipn shall 
not apply to the assistance concerned. 

22 Director of War Veterans and other staff 
(I) There shall be a Director of War Veterans and such 

other officers as may be necessary for the proper admini· 
slration of this Act, whose offices shall be public oflices 
and form part of the Public Service. 

(2) Suhject to this Act. the Director shall be responsible 
lor administering allY scheme cstohlished ill terms of this 
Act and shall perform such other duties in relation to this 
Act as may be directed by the Minister. 

[Chapter 11:15) 

(3) Subject to this Act, lhe Director shall have power 10 
do or cause to be done all things that are necessary Of 

expedient for the exercise of his functions under this Act. 

23 Beneficiary to report receipt of assistance from 
any other source 

11:·ut <lily time while receiving assistance, a war'veteran 
or II dcpendant reccives social welfare assistance from an) 
other source, or if the eirel1mstances of a war veteran or I 
dependant change to the extent of affecting his entiliemeDl 
to receive assistance, such war veteran or dependant shall 
immediately report to the Director the receipt of such other 
[lssistance or such change of his circumstances. 

24 Offences and penalties 
Any person who-

(a) fails to report to the Director any matter required til 
be reported in tenns of section twenty·three; or 

(b) obtains or attempts to obtain assistance to which he 
is not entitlcd, knowing he is not entitled to it; or 

(e) in or in connection with any application for registra· 
tion as a war veteran or as a dependant of a war vel· 
eran, makes a false statement which he knows to bE 
false or does not believe on reasonable grounds to bE 
true; or 

(d) fails or refuses to provide any infommtion or to 
appear personally before the Board or the Director if 
requested to do so by the Board or the Direetor~ or 

(e) fails to apply the assistance granted to him in tenns 
of this Act lor the purposes for which it was granled 
or to comply with any conditions subject to which 
any assistance was granted; or 

(f) in response to a request by the Board, fails or refuses 
to provide any infonnation or to produce any docu· 
ment in his possession or under his control; or 

(g) having been summoned by the Board, fails withOlt 
sufficient cause to attend at the time and pla~ 
specified in the summons scrved on him or, havin, 
attended, leaves without the pennission oftlte llonrt 
or 

(II) having appeared before the Board-
(i) refuses to be sworn; or 
(ii) after being sworn, refuses without ,ulliciem. 

cause to answer or to answer fully and 'at1S"~. 
torily to the best of his knowledge 
all questions put to him by the Board 
person authorized by the Board to 
him; or 

(iii) insults the Board or wilfully intcrrupts 
proceedings before the Board or otherwise 
fully disturbs the peace and order of such 
ceedings; 

shall be guilty of an offence and liable to a fine not 
ing five hundred dollars or to imprisonment for a 
exceeding six months or to both such fine and 
imprisonment. 

25 Repayment 01 sums overpaid 
(I) Ifany person has received by way of assistance 
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sum to which he was not entitled, he or, in the case 
death, his estate, shall be liable to repay such sum 
Fund, unless the Director is satisfied that such 
received it without knowing he was not entitled thereto. 

(2) A slim refcrred to ill subsection (I) may be 
erell, without prejUdice to any other remedy, 
deductions from any financial assistance 
Fimd and due to the person liable to make 
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section shall npply. mUlalis //flilandis, to the' 
person to whom linancial assistance is p"id under 

fur the benefit (J r ,lilY other person. 

Regulations 
The Minister nmy make regulations providing for all 

which by this Act are required or pennillcd to be 
or which. ill his opinion. are ncccssary or 

convenicnt to be prescribed for carrying out or giving 
effect to this Act. 

(2) Regulations in tenus of subsection (I) may provide 
r()~ the encouragcment of employment 01: and the remu­
neration, allowances and such other benefits as the Minister 
may consider appropriate payable to, war veterans. 
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