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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS 

1972 No. 1101 

CARIBBEAN AND NORm ATLANTIC 
TERRITORIES 

The Cayman Islands (Constitution) Order 1972 

Made -
Laid before Parliament 
Coming into Operation 

26th July 1972 
1st August 1972 

22nd August 1972 

At the Court at Buckingham Palace, Ihe 26th day of July 1972 

Present, 

The Queen's Most Excellent Majesty in Council 

Her Majesty, by virtue of the powers conferred upon Her by section 5 
of the West Indies Act 1962(a) and of all other powers enabling H.". in 
that behalf, is pleased, by and with the advice of Her Privy Council, to 
order, and it is hereby ordered as follows:-

1_-(1) This Order may be cited as the Cayman Islands (Constitu- Citation, 
tion) Order 1972 and shall come into operation on 22nd August 1972. commence

ment, 
revocation 
and inter· 
pretalion. 

(2) The instruments mentioned in Schedule I to this Order are re
voked on the coming into operation of this Order: 

Provided that Part III of the Schedule to the Cayman Islands (Con
stitution) Order 1965(b) as amended by the Cayman Islands 
(Constitution) (Amendment) Order 1967(c) shall be revoked on the day 
notified by the Governor under section 2(1) of this Order. 

(3) The Interpretation Act 1889(d) shall apply with the necessary 
adaptations for the purpose of interpreting and otherwise in relation to 
Ihis Order as il applies for the purpose of inlerpreting and in relation to 
an Act of Parliament. 

2.-{1) Schedule 2 to this Order shall have effect as the Constitution 
of the Cayman Islands as from the date on which the Legislative 
Assembly of Ihe Cayman Islands is next dissolved after the coming into 
operation of this Order: 

Provided that Part II of the said Schedule sh~1I have effect from such 
latcr day as may be notified by the Governor of the Cayman Islands by 
a Cayman Islands Government Notice. 

. '" .. 
(2) Schedule 2 to this Order may be cited as the Constitution of the 

Cayman Islands, and references in any law made be'fore this Order to 
the Cayman Islands (Constilution) Order 1965 or to any particular pro
visi,m thereof shall be conslrued, as from the commencement of this 
Order, as references to the Constitution of the Cayman Islands and to 
the corresponding provision ,thereof. 

W. G. Agnew. 

(.) 1962 c. 19:' (b) S.l. 1965/i860 (1965111. p. 5588). 
Ie) S.l. 1%7/970 (196711, p. 2933). (d) 1839 c. 63. 

Constitution 
of Cayman 
Islands. 



Section l. 

Senion 2. 

.- SCHEDULE I 

INSTRUMENTS REVOKED BY THIS ORDER 

Instrument 
The Cayman Islands (Constitution) 

Order 1965 
The Cayman Islands (Constitution) 

(Amendment) Order 1967 
The Cayman Islands (Constitution) 

(Amendment) Order 1971 
The Cayman Islands (Legislative Assem· 

bly-Extension of Duration) Order 
1971 

The Cayman Islands Constitution 
(Amendment) Order 1972 

Reference 
S.1. 1965/1860 

(1965 m, p. 5588). 
• S.I. 1967/970 
(1967 II, p. 2933). 

S.I.1971/1737 
. (1971 III, p. 4733). 

S.I. 1971/2100 
(1971 III, p. 6190). 

S.1. 1972/808 
(1972 II, p. 2600) . 

SCHEDULE 2 

The Constitution of the Cayman Islands 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

PART I 

The Governor 
Section 

1. The Governor. 
2. Emoluments of Governor. 
3. Acting Governor. 
4. Governor's deputy. 

PART II 

Executive Council 
5. Executive Council. 
6. Tenure of office of members 1)f Council. 
7. Governor to consult the Council. 
8. Governor may act contrary to advice of Council. 
9. Assignment of responsibility. 

10. Temporary members of Council. 
II. Detennination of questions as'to membership. 
12. Oath by members of Council. 
13. Summoning of Council and transaction of business. 
14. Presiding in the Council. 
IS. Submission of questions to Council. 
16. Summoning of persons to Council. 

PART III 

Legislative Assembly 
17. Legislative Assembly. 
18. Oualifications for elected membership. 
19. Disqualifications for elected membership. 
20. Tenure of office of members of Assembly. 
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Sec/ioll 
21. Vacation of seat on sentence. 
22. Temporary members of Assembly. 
23. Determination of questions as to membership of Assembly. 
24. Penally for sitting or voting in Assembly when unqualified. 
25. Qualifications of electors. 
26. Disqualifications of electors. 
27. Right to vote at elections. 
28. Law as to elections. 

PART IV 

Powers and Procedure in Legislative Assembly 

29. Power to make laws. 
30. Royal Instructions. 
31. Standing Orders. 
32. Presiding in Assembly. 
33. Assembly may transact business notwithstanding vacancies. 
34. Quorum. 
35. Voting. 
36. Summoning of persons to assist Assembly. 
37. Introduction of Bills. 
38. Governor's reserved power. 
39. Assent to Bills. 
40. Return of Bills by Governor. 
41. Disallowance of laws. 
42. Committees of Assembly. 
43. Membership of Committees. 
44. Oath of allegiance. 
45. Privileges of Assembly and members. 
46. Sessions. 
47. Prorogation and dissolution. 
48. General elections. 

PART V 

Appeals from the Grand Court 

49. Appeals to Court of Appeal for Jamaica; saving. 

50: Interpretation. 
51. Public Seal. 
52. Grants of land. 

PART VI 

Miscellaneous 

53. Governor's power of pardon. 
54. Offices and appointments. 
55. Discipline. 
56. Existing offices and authorities. 
57. Existing laws. 
58. Powers reserved to Her Majesty. 

ScHEDULE TO THE CoNSTITUTION 
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The Gover
nor_ 

Emoluments 
of Governor. 

Acting 
GOVCTnor. 

Governor's 
deputy: 

PART I 
The Governor 

1.-(1) There shall be a Governor of the Cayman Islands who shall 
be appointed by Her Majesty by Commission under Her Sign Manual 
and Signet and shall hold office during Her Majesty's pleasure. 

(2) The Governor shall. for the purpose of administering the govern- • 
ment of the Islands. have such powers and duties as are confelYed or 
imposed on him by this Constitution or any other law and such other 
powers as Her Majesty may from time to time be pleased to assign to 
him. and. subject to Ule provisions of this Con!ltitution and of any other 
law by which any such powers or duties are conferred or impo<ed. shall 
do and execute all things that belong to his office according to such 
Instructions. if any. as Her Majesty may from time to time see fit to 
give him; but no court shall enquire whether or not he has complied 
with any such Instruotions. • 

(3) A person appointed to the office of Governor shaH. before enter
ing upon the funotions of that office. make oaths of allegiance and 
for the due execution of that office in the forms set out in the Schedule 
to this Constitution. 

Z. The Governor shall receive such emoluments as may be fixed by 
a Secretary of State. and thOOf- emoluments are hereby 'charged upon 
the revenues of the Islands. 

3.--{1) During any period when the office of Governor is vacant or 
the Governor is absent from the Islands or is for any other reason un
able. to perform the functions of his office those functions shall. during 
Her Majesty's pleasure. be assumed and performed by-

(a) such person as Her Majesty may designate in that behalf by 
Instructions given under Her Sign Manual and Signet or through 
a Secretary of State; or 

(b) if there is no person in the Islands 90 designated and able to 
perform those functions. such public officer as the Governor. acting 
in his discretion. shall by writing under his hand appoint. 

(2) Before assuming the functions of the office of Governor. any 
such person as aforesaid shall make the oaths directed by section I • 
"'this Constitution to be made by the Governor. ' 

(3) Any such person as aforesaid shall not continue to perform the 
functions of the office of Governor after the Governor or some other 
person having a prior right to perform the functions of that office has 
notified him that he is about to resume or assume those fun~tions. 

',' 

4.--{1) Whenever the Governor- " 

(a) has occasion to be absent from th~, s~at:of g~v~d~,~~t ~u't not. 
from the Islands; or "... ". .'., 

(b) has ocC<lsion to be absent from the Islands fqr;.a period, which 
he has rcas,m to believe will be of short·duratio~ ; or,' .' 

(c) is suffering from an illness which he has reason ,to believe will 
be of shGrt duration,! ,. , .r 

he may, by instrument un'dcr the public seal. a~tj!lg in his discretion. 
appoint any person in the Islands to be his'deputy during such absence 
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or illness and in that capacity . to perform on his behalf such . of tho 
functions of the office of Governor as may be specified in that 
instrument. 

(2) The power and authority of the Governor shall not be abridged, 
altered or in any way affeoted by the appoiDlment of a deputy under 
this section. and a deputy shall confomt to and observe all instructi\>ns 
that the Governor. acting in his discretion. may from time to time 
'address to him; but no court shall enquire whether or not he has 
complied with any such instructions. 

(3) A person appointed as a deputy under this section shall hold that 
appointment for suoo period as may be specified in the instrument by 
w.hich he .is appointed. and his appointment may be revoked at any 
time by He. Majesty by inotnwtions given through a Secretary of State. 
or by the Governor. acting in his discretion. 

PART II 

Executive Council 

S. There shall be an Executive Council in and for the Islands which. EMcuti\'ll 
mbject to section 10 of this Constitution. shall consist of- CoUDCiL 

(a) three official members. who 'shall be appointed by the Governor. 
acting in pursuance of instructions given to him by Her Majesty 
through a Secretary of State. by instrument under the public seal. 
from among persons holding public office; and 

(b) four elected members. who shall be elected by the elected mem
bers of the Assembly from among the elected members of th~ 
Assembly. 

6.-{1) The official members of the Executive Council shall hold Tenure of 
heir sea.ts in the Council during Her Majesty's pleasure: of6co of 

members of 
Provided that the seat of an official member shall in any case beoome Council. 

vaoant-
(a) if he resigns his seat in the Council by writing under his hand 

addressed to the Governor and the Governor. acting in his 
discretion. accepts the resignation ; 

(b) if he is absent from the Islands without the wrillten permis.<;ion 
of the Governor. acting in his discretion; or 

(e) ;r he ceases ID hold public office. 

(2) The seat of an elected member of the Executive Council shall be
come vacant-

(a) if he resigns his seat in the Council by writing under his hand 
addressed to .and received by the Governor; 

(b) when the Assembly first meets after a dissolution thereof ; 

(e) if he ceases ID be a member of the Assembly for any reason other 
than a dissolution thereof ; 

(d) if he is absent from the Islands without the written permission of 
the Governor; 

(e) if. without the written permission of the Governor. he is absent 
from three consecutive meetings of the Executive Council; or 

S 



Go_IO 
cousuJl 
CounciL 

(j) if his eIeot.ion to the Executive Council is revoked by a resolution 
of the Assembly in favour of whioh there are cast the votes of not 
less than two-thirds of all the elcoted members of the Assembly: 

Provided that a motion for the revocation of the election of ar. 
elected member under this paragraph on the ground that he has 
CODIravened the provisions of section 9(2) of this Constitution shall 
not be introduced except by a member of the Executive Council. 

7.-(1) The Governor shall. subject to the following provisions , 
this section. consult with the Executive Council in the formulation 0 
policy and m the exercise of all powers conferred upon him by tlris 
Constitution or by any other law for the time being in force in the 
Islands, except in the exercise of-

(a) any power conferred upon him by this Constitution which he is 
empowered to exercise in his discretion or in pursuance of Instruc
tions given to him by Her Majesty; 

(b) any ppwer conferred by any law other than this Constituti. 
which be is empowered or directed. either 'expressly or by necessary 
implication. by that or any other law to exercise without consulting 
the O:>uncil ; or 

(c) any power that in his opinion relates to

(i) defenoc ; 
(ii) external affairs ; 
(iii) internal security: 
(iv) the polioc ; or 
(v) the appointment (including the appointment on promotion or 

transfer •. appointment on contraot and appointment to act in an 
oflioe) of' any person to any public offioc. the suspension. ter
mination of employment. dismissal. or retirement of any pub
lic offioer or taking of disciplinary action in respect of such 
an officer. the application to any public officer of the tenns or 
conditions of employment of the public service (including 
salary scales. allowances. leave. passages or pensions) for 
which financial proviSion has been made. or the organisation 
of the public'service to the e"tent that it does not involve new 
financial provision: _ 

Provided that in exercising his powers in relation to the matter~ 
mentioned in this paragraph (c) the Governor shall keep the 
Executive Council informed of aoy matters that in his judgment 
may involve' the economic or financial interests of the Cayman 
Islands or the enactment of laws under Part IV of this Constitution. 

(2) The Governor shall not be required to consult with the Executive 
Council in any case in whioh. in hill judgement- • 

(a) the service of Her Majesty would sustain material prejudi 
thereby; 

(b) the matters to be decided are too unimportant to require such 
consultation; or 

(c) the urgency of the matter requires him to act before the Council 
can be consulted, 
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(3) In every case fa1ling within paragraph (e) of the last fuxc:goiua sub
section the Governor shall. as soon as practicable. oomrnuniaI.te to the 
Exeou4ive Council the measures whioh he has adopted and the roasons 
for those measures. 

(4) The question whether the Governor has excrcised any power aft« 
consultation with or in accordance with the advice of the Executive 
Council shall not be enquired into by any court., ' 

• 8.--{I) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution. in any case Governor 
where the Governor is required by the last foregoing section to oonsult may act , 
with the Executive Council. he shall act in accordance with the advice ~~ to 
given him by the Council unless he considers it inexpedient in the CoulIciI 
interests of public order. public faith or good government to do so: . 

Provided that he shall not so act against the advice of the Council 
without first obtaining the approval of a Secretary of State. unless in 
his' judgment the matter is so urgent that it is necessary for him to act 

• 
before obtaining such approval. in which case he shall forthwith report 
his action to a Secretary of State with the reasons therefor. 

• 
• 

(2) Wh"llC'Ver the Governor aots otherwise than in acoordanoe with 
the advice given to him by the Council. any member of the Council 
may require. that there be recorded in the minutes the grounds of any 
'advice or opinion which he may have given on .the question . 

. 9.--{I) Subject to any instructions given to him by Her Majesty Ass;gn_ 
through.a, Secretary of State. the Governor acting in his discretion shall gt~poIIII' 
to the extent 'ihat he deems appropriate charge members of the Execu- l!y • 

. tive Council with responsibility for any business of the Government 
(other than .a matter mentioned in section 7(1)(c) of this Constitution) 
or any Department of the Government. 

(2) It shall be the duty of II member so charged with responsibility to 
act in the exercise ,thereof in accordance with the policies of the Govern
ment ,as decided in the Council and in accordance with the, principles 
of collective responsibility. and to supPOrt in the Leg.islative Assembly 
any measure decided upon in the Council. unless he has received' the 
prior permission of the Governor ·to act otherwise or not to suPPOrt 
such a measure. 

IO.--{I) Whenever a member of the Executive Council is by RlISOIl TompolU)l 
of his illness or absence from ,the Islands or for any other reason incap- mombon or 
able of performing the functions of his office. then- Council. 

(tI) in the case of the incapacity of an official member. thc'Govemor 
acting in his discretion may. by instrument under the public seal. 
appoint any public officer to be temporarily a member of the 
Council; or 

(b) in the cose of the incapacity of an elected member. the elected 
members of the Assembly. if the Govemor infontls the Assembly 
that that is desirable. may elect a person from among' the elected 
members of the Assembly to be temporarily a member of the 
Council. . 

(2) The Govemot shall forthwith repoN to Her Majesty through a 
Secretary of State any appointment made under this section. ' 

(3) A person appoin.ted or elected under this section to be temporarily 
a member of the Executive Council shall vacate his seat-

(0) when he is informed by the Governor that the oircumstances giv
ing rise to the appointment or election have ceased to exist: or 
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10 member
ship. 
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of Council 
and transac
tion of 
business. 

(0) in the case of a person appointed in place of an official member. 
if his appointment is revoked by Her Majesty through a Secretary 
of State or by the Governor. acting in his discretion. . 

(4) Subject to the provisions of this section. the .provisions of this 
Constitution shall apply in relation to a person appointed or elected to 
be temporarily a member of the Executive Council as they apply to the 
member in whose place he was appointed or elected. 

n. Any queSt>ion whether a person is a member of the Executive 
Counoil shall be determined by the Governor acting in his discretion. • 

U. Before assuming. the functions of his ofli!:e a member of the 
Executive Council shall make before· the Governor. or some other per-
son authorised in that behalf by the Governor. acting in his discretion •• 
an oath for the due execution of his office in the form set OUl in the 
Schedule to th;s Constitution. 

13.-{1) T·\te Executive Council shall not be summoned exoept by the 
authority of the Governor. acting in his discretion. 

(2) No business shall be transacted at any meeting of the Executive 
Council unless there are four members present besides the Governor 
or other person presiding. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of the last foregoing subseotion. the 
Executive Council shall not be disqualified for the transaction of busi
ness by reason of any vacancy in the membership of the Council (in
cluding any vacancy not filled when the Council is first constituted or is 
reconstituted at any time) and the validity of the transaction of business 
in tlhe Counoil shall not be affected by reason only of the fact that some 
person who was not entitled to do so took part therein. 

Presiding 14.-{1) The Governor shall. so far as is practicable. attend and 
in Council. preside at meetings of the· Executive Council. 

Submission 
of questions 
to Council. 

Summoning 
of persons 
to Council. 

(2) In the absence of the Governor there shall preside at any meeting • I 
of the Executive Council such member of the Council as the Governor. 
acting in his discretion. may appoint. 

IS. No question shall be submitted to the Executive Council for their 
advice except by and with the approval of the Gove!llor. acting in his 
discretion; but if the Governor declines to submit any question to the 
Council when requested in writing by any member of the Council to 
do so. that member may require that there be recorded in the minutes 
his written application. together with the answer given thereto by the 
Governor. 

16. The person presiding may. when in his opinion the business be
fore the Executive Council makes it desirable. summon any person to a 
meeting of the Council. notwithstanding that that person is not a mem
ber of the Council. 
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PART m 
Legislative Assembly . 

17.-(1) There shall be a Legislative Assembly for the Islands. LqpaIative 

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Constit-ution. the Assembly shall ~bIy. 
consist of-

• 
{ti) the Governor, or at any time when there is a person. holding 

the office of Speaker, the Speaker; 
(b) three official members. who shall be appointed by cbe Governor 

ading in pursuance of instructions given to him by Her Majesty 
through a Secretary of State, by instrumCillt undar tho pubtic aeaJ. 
from among persons holding public office; and 

(e) twelve elected members, who .hall be persons qualified for cloc· 
tion in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution and eIec· 
ted in the manner provided by any law in force in the Islands . 

• 18. Subject to the provisions of the next following section, a penon QuaIlIIca
shall be qualified to be elooted as a member of the Assembly if. and =or 
shall not be qualified to be so elected unlC6s, he- member. 

(a) is a British subject of the age of twenty·one years or ovec; ahIp. 
and 

(b) has re.ided in the Islands for a period or periods toCalIing DOt 
less than five years out of the seven years immodialely precwling 
the date of his nomination for eleotion and is resident therein at 
that dale ; and either 

(e) was born in ·the Islands or of parents one of whom at the time of 
his birth was domiciled or ordinarily resident in the Islands : 01' 

(d) is domiciled in the Islands at the date of his nomination for olec> 
tion. 

19.-(1) No person shall be qualified to be elooted as a IIlCIDbec of DlsciuaUII-
the Assembly who- c:atioDa for 

(a) is. by virtue of his own act, under any acknowledgement of :=r. 
allegiance, obedience or adherence to a (oreign power or state; ahIp. 

(b) holds. or is aoting in. any public office; 

• 

(e) hasbeon adjudged or otherwise declared bankrupt under any Jaw 
in force in any part of the Commonwealth and has not been dis· 
charged ; 

• 
(d) is a person certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 

unsound mind under any law in force in the Islands ; 
(e) subject to the provisions of the next following subsecllion, Is undec 

sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part of the 
COmmonwealth, or is serving a sentence of imprisonment (by what· 
ever name called) exceeding twelve months imposed on 'him by such 
a oourt or substituted by competent authority for some other .6CD' 
tenee imposed on him by such a court. or is under such a sentence 
of imprisonment the execution of whioh has been suspended ; 

(f) is disqualified for election by any law in force in the Islands by 
reason of his holding, or acting in, any offiee the functions of which 
involve--

(i) any responsibility for. or in connection wHh, the conduct of 
any eleotion ; or 
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(ii) any responsibility for the oompilation or revision of any eJec· 
toral register; 

(g) is a party to. or a partner in a firm or a director or manager of a 
company which is a party to. any contract with the Government of 
the Islands for or on account of the public service and has not. 
in the case of a contested election. caused to be published. at least 
one month before the day of the poll. a Government Notice 
setting out the nature of such contract and his interest. or the • 
interest of any such firm or company. therein; or 

(h) is disqualified for membership of the Assembly by any law· in 
force in the Islands relating to offences connected with elections. 

(2) For the purposes of paragraph (e)· of the last foregoing sub· 
section-

(a) .where a person is serving two or more sentences of imprisonment 
that are required to be served consecutively he shall. throughout the • 
whole time during which he so serves. be regarded as serving a 
sentence exceeding twelve months if (but not unless) anyone of 
those sentenoes exceeds that term ; and 

(b) no account shall be taken of a sentence of imprisonment imposed 
as an alternative to or in default of the payment of a fine. 

20.--(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution. an official 
member of the Assembly shall hold his seat in the Assembly during Her 
Majesty's pleasure. 

(2) The seat of an official member of the Assembly shall become 
vacant-

(a) if he ceases to I)old a public ottice ; 
(b) upon a dissolution of the Assembly; or 
(c) if he resigns his seat by writing under his hand addressed to the 

Governor. and the Governor. acting in his discretion. accepts his 
resignation. 

(3) The seat of an elected member of the Assembly shall become 
vacant-

(a) upon a dissolution of the Assembly; 
(b) if. without the written permission c5f the Governor. he is absent 

·from three consecutive meetings of the Assembly ; 
(c) if he ceases to be a British subject; 
(d) if he ceases to be resident in the Islands ; 
(e) if he resigns his seat by writing under his hand addressed to the 

Governor; 
(fr if he beoomes a party to any contract with the Govemment of the' • 

Islands for or on acoount of the public service. or jf any firm in 
which he is a partner or any company of whioh he is a director or 
manager becomes a party to any such contract. or if he becomes a 
partner in a firm or a director or manager of a company which is a 
party to any suoh contract: • 

Provided that. if in the circumstances it appears to him to be 
just to do so. the Governor may exempt any elected member 
from vacating his seat under the provisions of this paragraph. 
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if the member, before or as soon as practicable' after beooming 
a party to the oontract, or before or as soon 38 practicable after 
becoming otherwise linterested in the oontraot (whether as a padner 
in a firm or as a direotor or manager of a oompany), discloses to 
the Governor ·the nature of the contract and his inrerest or the 
interest of the firm or company therein ; 

(g) if any of the circumstances arise that, if he were not a member of 
tbe Assembly, would cause him to be disqualified for election 
thereto by virtue of paragraph (a), (b), (e), (tI), (f) or (h) of sub
section (I) of the last foregoing section; or 

(h) in the circumstances specified in the next foRowing secQoo. 

21.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this section, if an elected mem- V"""tion of 
ber of the Assembly is sentenced by a court in any part of the Com- -~ 
monwealth to death or to imprisonmeRt (by whatever name called) for sen • 
a term exceeding twelve months. he shall forthwith cease to perform his 
functions as a member of the Assembly, and his seat in the Assembly 
shall become vacant at the expiration of a period of thirty days there-
after: 

Provided that the Governor may, at the request of the member, from 
time to time extend that period for thirty days to enable the member 
to pursue any appeal in respect of his conviction or sentence, so how
ever that extensions of time. exceeding in the aggregate three hundred 
and thirty days shall not be given without the approval of the Assembly 
s-ignified by resolution. 

(2) If at any time before the member vaoates his seat he is granted a 
free pardon or his conviction is set aside or his sentenoe is reduced to a 
term of imprisonment of less than twelve months or a punishment other 
than imprisonment is substituted. his seat in the Assembly shall not 
become vacant under the provisions of the last foregoing subsection, and 
he may again perform his functions as a member of the Assembly. 

(3) For the purposes of this section-

(a) where a pernon is sentenced to two or more terms of imprison
ment that are required to be served consecutively, aroount shall be 
taken only of any of those terms that exceeds twelve months; and 

(b) no account shall be taken of a sentence of imprisonment imposed 
as an alternative to or in default of the payment of a fine. 

22.-(1) Whenever an omcial member of the Assembly is by reason Tom~ 
of his illness or absence from the Islands or for any other reason in- =mblY ot 
capable of performing the functions of his office, the Governor acting in -
his discretion may. by instrument under the public seal. appoint any 
public officer to be temporarily a member of the Assembly in his place. 

(2) A person appointed under this section to be temporarily a mem
ber of the Assembly-

(a) snail hold his seot in the Assembly during Her Majesty's plea
sure; and 

(h) shall vacate his seat when he is informed by the Governor that 
the member on account of whose incapacity he was appointed is 
again able to perform his functions as a member of the Assembly. 
or when the seat of that member becomes vacant. 
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(3) The Governor shall forthwith report to Her Majesty through 
a Seccetary of Slate any appointment made under this scotion. 

(4) Subjeot to the provisions of this section. the provisions of th is 
Constitution shall apply to a ~on appointed to be temporarily a 
member of the Assembly as they apply to the member on account of 
whose incapacity he was appointed. 

23.-(1) Any question whether a person has been validly appointed 
as an official member of the Assembly. or whether an official member 
of the Assembly has vacated his seat therein. shall be determined by 
the Governor acting in his discretion. 

(2) Any question whether a peison has been validly elected as a 
member of the Assembly. or whether an elected member of the Assem
bly has vacated his seat therein. shall be determined by the Grand 
Court. whose decision shall be final and not subject to any appeal. 

• 
(3) (a) An application to the Grand Court for ~he determination • 

of any. question whether a person has been validly elected as a member 
of the Assembly may be made by-

(i) a person who voted or had the right to vote al the election to 
which the application relates; 

(ii) a person claiming to have had the right to be returned at such 
el~ion; . 

(iii) a person alleging himself to have been a candidate at such 
election; or 

(iv) the Altorney-General. 
(b) An application to the Grand Court for the determination of any 

question whether an elected member of the Assembly has vacated his 
seat therein may be made by-

(i) any elected member of the Assembly; or 
(ii) the Attorney-General. 
(c) If any applioallion referred to in paragraph (a) or (b) of this sub

section is made by a person other than the Attorney-General. the 
Attorney-General may intervene and may then appear or be represented 
in die prooeedings. 

24_--{I) Any person who sits or votes in the Assembly knOWing or 
having reasonable grounds for knowing that he is not entitled to do so 
shall be liable to a pendlty not exceeding twenty pounds for each day 
upon which he so sits or votes. 

(2) Any such penalty shall be recoverable by civil action in the Grand 
Court at the suit of the Governor. 

25. Subject to the provisions of the next following section. a person 
shall be entitled to be registered as an elector in one electoral district 
only. but he shall not be entitled to be registered as an elector for elec
tions to the Assembly unless he-

(a) is a British subject of the age of eighteen years or over; and 
(b) either has been ordinarily resident in the I.'lands for a period or 

periods amounting to at least five years out of the seven years 
immediately preceding the date of registration and is resident there
in at that date. or is domiciled and resident therein at that date. 

12 
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Made 

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS 

THE CAYMAN ISLANDS (CONSTITUTION) 
(AMENDMENT) ORDER 1992 

Laid before Parliament 

11th Febrnary, 1992 

19th Febrnary, 1992 

Coming into force on a day to be appointed under section 1(3) 

At the Court at Buckingham Palace, the 11th day of February, 1992 

Present, 

The Queen's Most Excellent Majesty in Council 

Her MajeS~' by virtue of the powers conferred on Her by sections 5 and 7 of the West Indies 
Act 1962(a and of all other powers enabling Her in that behalf, is pleased, by and with the 
advice of er Privy Council, to order, and it is hereby ordered, as follows: 

Citation, construction 
and commencement. 

Amendment of Section 
17 of Constitution. 

!ar962C.19. b S.I. 1972 No. 1101 

1. (1) This Order may be cited as the Cayman Islands (Constitution) 
(Amendment) Order 1992 and shall be construed as one with the 
Cayman Islands (Constitution) Order 1972 (b). 

(2) The Cayman Islands (Constitution) Order 1972 and this Order 
may be cited together as the Cayman Islands (Constnution) Orders 1972 
to 1992. 

(3) This Order shall come into force on such date as the Governor, 
acting in his discretion, may appoint by proclamation published in the 
Gazette. 

2. Section 17(2)(c) of the Constitution of the Cayman Islands shall be 
amended by substituting the word "fifteen" for the word "twelve". 



Amendment of Section 
34 of Constitution. 

3. Section 34(2) of the Constnution of the Cayman Islands shall be 
amended by substnuting the word "eight" for the word "seven". 

G. I. de Dellry • 
Clerk of the Privy Council 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is lIot part of the Order) 

This order amends the Constitution of the Cayman Islands to provide for an increase in • 
the number of elected members of the Legislative Assembly for the Islands, and an increase in 
the number of members of the Assembly constituting a quorum. 

• 
• 
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Citation, construction 
and commencement. 

Replacement of 
section 18 of 
Constitution. 

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS 

1987 No. 2199 
CARIBBEAN AND NORTH ATLANTIC TERRITORIES 

The Cayman Islands (Constitution) (Amendment) Order 
1987 

Made 18th December 1987 
Laid before Parliament 8th January 1988 

Coming into force in accordance with section 1(3) 

At the Court at Buckingham Palace, the 18th day of December 1987 
Present, 

The Queen's Most Excellent Majesty in Council 

Her Majesty, by virtue of the powers conferred upon Her by sections 
5 and 7 of the West Indies Act 1962(a) and of all other powers 
enabling Her in that behalf, is pleased, by and with the advice of 
Her Privy Council, to order, and it is hereby ordered, as follows: 

1. - (1) This Order may be cited as the Cayman Islands (Constitu
tion) (Amendment) Order 1987 and shall be construed as one with 
the Cayman Islands (Constitution) Order 1972 (b). 

(2) The Cayman Islands (Constitution) Order 1972 and this Order 
may be cited together as the Cayman Islands (Constitution) Orders 
1972 to 1987. 

(3) This Order shall come into force on 30th January 1988, save 
that sections 2, 3, 4 and 5 shall come into force on such later date 
or dates as may be notified by the Governor, acting in his discretion, 
by proclamation published as a Government Notice. 

2. Section 18 of the Constitution of the Cayman Islands shall be 
replaced by the following -

"Qualifications 
for elected 
membership. 

(II) 1962c.19. 

18. (1) Subject to the provisions of the next 
following section, a person shall be qualified to 
be elected as a member of the Assembly if, and 
shall not be qualified to be so elected unless-

(b) S.I. 197211101, amended by SJ. 19841126. 



(a) he possesses Caymanian status; and 
(b) he has attained the age of twenty-one 

years; and . 
(c) he is, at the date of his nomination for 

election, domiciled and resident in the 
Islands; and 

(d) he is a qualified citizen; and either 
(e) he was born in the Islands, or was born 

outside the Islands in the circumstances 
mentioned in subsection (2)(b) of this 
section, has resided in the Islands for a 
period of not less than seven years 
immediately preceding the date of his 
nomination for election and, subject to 
subsections (3) and (4) ofthis section, the 
number of days on which he was absent 
from the Islands in that period does not 
exceed four hundred; or 

(I) he was born outside the Islands, has 
resided in the Islands for a period or 
periods amounting to not less than fifteen 
years out of the twenty years immediately 
preceding the date of his nomination for 
electIOn, an(}in the seven years 
immediately preceding the date of his 
nomination for election the number of 
days on which he was absent from the 
Islands does not exceed four hundred. 

(2) For the purposes of subsection (l)(d) of 
this section, a qualified citizen is a British 
Dependent Territories citizen by virtue of a 
connection with the Islands, who either -
(a) at the date of his nomination for election 

possesses no other citizenship and is 
pursuing no claim to any other citizenship 
for which he may be eligible; or 

(b) was born outside the Islands, has or had at 
least one parent or grandparent who was 
born in the Islands and possesses 
Caymanian status (or if deceased would if 
alive have possessed Caymanian status at 
the date of nomination for election), and 
who at the date of his nomination for 
election possesses no other citizenship 
save for any right he may have to some 
other citizenship by virtue of his birth 
outside the Islands. 

• 
• 

• 
• 
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Amendment of 
section 20 of 
Constitution. 

Replacement of 
section 25 or 
CQnstitUtion. 

(3) In ascertaining whether a person has been 
absent from the Islands for the purposes of sub
section (l)(e) of this section any period of 
abse easo!> ofthe following shall be dis
egarded -

(a) the performance of duty on behalf ofthe 
Government of the Islands; 

(b) attendance as a pupil at any educational 
establishment; 

(c) attendance as a patient at any hospital, 
clinic or other medical institution; 

(d) employment as a seaman aboard an ocean 
going vessel; or 

(e) employment as a crew member on any 
aircraft. 

_----;;;:¥.:::.~~~.~e of a person referred to in 
- subsection (l)(e). fthis section, the requirement 

) )
" that the number of days on which he was absent 

c.r ~ from the Islands in the period of seven years 
immediately preceding the date of his nomina
tion for election does not exceed four hundred 
shall not apply if that person was, on the day 
immediately preceding the appointed day, qual
ified to be elected as a member of the Assem
bly.". 

3. Section 20(3) (c) of the Constitution of the Cayman Islands shall 
be replaced by the following -

"(c) if he ceases to be a British Dependent Territories citizen 
by virtue of a connection with the Islands or he ceases to possess 
Caymanian status;" 

4. Section 25 of the Constitution of the Cayman Islands shall be 
replaced by the following -

"Qualifications 25. Subject to the provisions of the next 
of electors. following section, a person shall be entitled to 

be registered as an elector in one electoral 
district only, but he shall not be entitled to be 
registered as an elector for elections to the 
Assembly unless-
(a) he was, on the day immediately preceding 

the appointed day, entitled to be 
registered as an elector; or 

(b) (i) he possesses Caymanian status; and 
(ii) he has attained the age of eighteen years; 

and 



Amendment of 
8e(:tion SO. 

Preparatory 
measures. 

(iii) he is a British Dependent Territories 
citizen by virtue ofa connection with the 
Islands; and 

(iv) he is domiciled and resident in the Islands 
at the date of registration; and either 

(v) he or one of his parents or grandparents 
was born in the Islands and he has been • 
ordinarily resident in the Islands for a 
period or periods amounting to two years 
out of the three years immediately pre-
ceding the date of registration; or 

(vi) he has been ordinarily resident in the 
Islands for a period or periods amounting 
to seven years out ofthe nine years 
immediately preceding the date of • 
re~stration, and in the three years 
immediately preceding the date of 
registration the number of days on which 
he was absent from the Islands does not 
exceed three hundred." 

5. Section 50(1) of the Constitution of the Cayman Islands shall 
be amended by substituting for paragraph (a) of the definition of 
"appointed day" the following: 

"(a) in relation to section 18(4) and 25(a) of this 
Constitution, the day on which those provisions come 
into force under section (3) of the Cayman Islands 
(Constitution)(Amendment) Order 1987;". 

6. -(1) The registration of electors, using the provisions of section 
4 and 5 of this Order, may take place at any time after the commence
ment of this Order although those sections have not yet come into 
force but no person so registered may vote until those sections have 
come into force. 

(2) Any procedures begun in pursuance of subsection (1) of this 
section may be continued after sections 4 and 5 of this Order have 
come into force. 

G.I. de Deney 
Clerk of the Privy Council 

• 
• 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Order) 

This Order amends the Constitution of the Cayman Islands 
to provide that electors and candidates for election to the 
Legislative Assembly must have closer ties with the Cayman 
Islands than hitherto. No one who is entitled to be registered 
as an elector immediately before commencement of the 
relevant amendment is disenfranchised. 
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1984 NO. 126 
CARIBBEAN AND NORTH ATLANTIC TERRITORIES 

THE CAYMAN ISLANDS (CONSTITUTION) (AMENDMENT) 
ORDER 1984 

Made .............•.......................•.•.•.•••••• 8th February 1984 
Laid before Parliament ······················16th February 1984 
Coming into Operation ...................••••... 12th March 1984 

At the Court at Buckingham Palace, 8th day of February 1984 
Present , 

The Queen's Most Excellent Majesty in Council 

Her Majesty, by virtue of the powers conferred upon Her by section 5 of 
the West Indies Act 1962 (a) and of all other powers enabling Her in that 
behalf, is pleased, by and with the advice of Her PriNy Council, to order, 
and it is hereby ordered. as follows:· 

1. (1) This Order may be cited as the Cayman Islands (Constitution) 
(Amendment)Order 1984 and shall be construed as one with the Cayman 
Islands (Constitution) Order 1972 (b). 

(2) The Cayman Islands (Constitution) Order 1972 and this Order 
may be cited together as the Cayman Islands (Constitution) Orders 1972 
and 1984. 

(3) This Order shall come into operation on 12th March 1984 save that 
the provisions of sections 2 to 6 inclusive and section 8 or of any such 
sections shall have effect from such later date or dates as may be notified 
by the Governor, acting in his discretion by proclamation published in 
the Gazette. 

2. Section 18 of the Constitution of the Cayman Islands shall be 
replaced by the following: 

"'~unlir;cation~ 18. Subject to the prOVISIOns of the next 
following section, a person shall be qualified 
to be elected asa member of the Assembly if, 
and shall not be qualified to be so elected 
unless -

for "Jr,'led 
memh€'n;hip. 

(a) he possesses Caymanian status and is either 
a British citizen or a British Dependent 
Territories citizen of the age of twenty·one 
years or over; and 



AmendD1ent 
ol~Qn20, 

Rep,,"cement 
of lection 25. 

(b) he is domiciled in the Islands at the date of 
his nomination for election; and either 

(c) he or one of his parents was born in the 
Islands and he has resided in the Islands for a 
period or periods totalling not less than five 
years out of the seven years immediately 
preceding the date of his nomination for 
election and he is resident therein at that 
date; or 

(d) he has resided in the Islands for a perio,. or 
periods totalling not less than fliteen years 
out of the twenty years immediately 
preceding the date of his nomination for 
election, of which period of fifteen years five 
years must be immediately prior to the date 
of his nomination for election; or 

(e) he was, on the day immediately preceding 
the appointed day, qualified to be elected as 
a member of the Assembly." 

3. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section 20 of the Constitution of 
the Cayman Islands shall be amended by substituting the words "either a 
British citizen prossessing Caymanian status or a British Dependent 
Territories citizen possessing Caymanian status"for the words"a British 
subject" and by adding the following proviso -
"Provided that the seat of any person who qualified for election under 
the provisions of section 18 (e) of the Constitution shall not become 
vacant because that person does not possess Caymanian status, unless 
he is granted Caymanian status on or after the date of his election and 
suhsequent to such grant he shall cease to possess such status, in which 
case his seat shall become vacant." 

4. Section 25 of the Constitution of the Cayman Islands shall be 
replaced by the following: 

"Qualifica- 25. Subject to the provisions of the next 
tions of following section, a person shall be entitled 
electors. 

to be registered as an elector in one electoral 
district only but he shall not be entitled to be 
registered as an elector for elections to the 
Assembly unless - . 

(a) he is a citizen of Commonwealth country of 
the age of eighteen years or over; and 

(b) he is domiciled and resident in the Islands at 
the date of registration; and either 

(c) he or one his parents was born in the Islands; 
or 

• 
• 

• 
• 
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Part V. 

(d) he has been ordinarily resident in the Islands 
for a period or periods amounting to seven 
years out of the nine years immediately 
preceding the date of registration; or 

(e) he is, on the day immediately preceding the 
appointed day, entitled to be registered as an 
elector." 

5. Part V of the Constitution of the Cayman Islands shall be replaced 
by the following: 

PART V 
THE COURT OF APPEAL 

Appeals to 
Court of 
Appeal. 

.Jurisdiction 
of the Court. 

Constitution 
of Court 
of Appeal. 

49. There shall be Court of Appeal for the 
Islands styled the Cayman Islands Court of 
Appeal, which shall be a superior Court of 
Record. 

49A. (1) The Court shall have jurisdiction to 
hear and determine such appeals from the 
Grand Court as may be prescribed by any 
law in force the Islands. 

(2) In connection with any appeal from the 
Grand Court the Court shall, subject to the 
provisions of this Order and any law in force 
in the Islands, have all the powers and 
jurisdiction that are possessed by that court 
under any law in force in the Islands' and 
decisions of the Court in respect of any 
appeal from the Grand Court shall, subject 
as aforesaid be enforced in the Islands in the 
same way as decisions of that court. 

(3) The provisions of subsection (1) of this 
section shall not apply to appeals relating to 
any matter in respect of which this 
Constitution or any other law provides that 
the decision of the Grand Court of the 
Islands is to be final. 

(4) The Court shall have and use a seal 
bearing the style of the Court and a device 
approved by the President. 

49B.- (1) The judges of the Court of Appeal 
shall be a President and not less than two 
Justices of Appeal. 



Tenurp of 
office of 
judges of 

Court of Appplil. 

(2) The judges of the Court of Appeal 
shall be appointed by the Governor, acting in 
his discretion, by instrument under the 
Public Seal ,in accordance with such 
instructions as he may receive from Her 
Majesty through a Secretary of State: 

Provided that the office of a judge shall • 
not, without his consent be abolished during 
his continuance in office. 

(3) A person shall be qualified to be 
appointed as a judge of the Court of Appeal 
if, and shall not be qualified to be so 
appointed unless, he holds or has held high 
judicial office. • 

(4) A judge of the Grand Court may 
exercise any of the powers of a single judge of 
the Court of Appeal to such extent as the 
Assembly may be law prescribe. 

49C.-(I) The judges of the Court of Appeal 
shall be appointed for such period as may be 
Slh'l'ified in their respective instruments of 
uppointment. The office of a judge of the 
Cuurt of Appeal shall become vacant upon 
the expiration of the period of his 
appointment to that office. 

(2) A judge of the Court of Appeal may be 
removed from office only for inability to 
discharge the functions of his office (whether 
arising from infirmity of body or mind or any 
other cause) or for misbehaviour, and shall 
not be so removed except in accordance with 
the provisions of subsection (3) of this 
section. 

ta) A judge of the Court of Appeal shall be 
removed from office by the Governor by 
instrument under the Public Seal if the 
question of the removal of that judge from 

• 
office has, ,at the request of the Governor, • 
made in pursuance of subsection (4) of this 
section, been rcforred by Her Majesty to the 
Judicial Committe,· of Her Majesty's Privy 
Council under sectiv,: 4 of the Judicial 
Committee Act 18a3 or ar.;' other enactment 
enbling Her Majesty in that cehalf and the 
.JllrHriAI Committee has ad\;sed Her 
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Majes~y th~.t, t!-;? judge ought to be ren10ved 
from office for ina'ui!:t!, ~_S aforesaid or 
misbehaviour. 

(4) If the Governor considers that the 
question of removing a judge of the Court 01 

Appeal from office for inability as aforesaid 
or misbehaviour ought to be investigated, 
then -

(a) the Governor shall appoint a tribunal, which 
shall consist of a Chairman and not less than 
two other members selected by the Governor 
from among persons who hold or have held 
high judicial office; 

(b) the tribunal shall inquire into the matter and 
report on the fact thereof to the Governor 
and advise the Governor whether he should 
request that the question of the removal of 
that judge should be referred by Her Majesty 
to the Judicial Committee; and 

(c) if the tribunal so advises, the Governor shall 
request that the question should be referred 
accordingly . 

(5) The provisons of the Commissions of 
Enquiry Law shall, subject to the provisions 
of this section, apply as nearly as may be in 
relation to tribunals appointed under 
subsection (4) of this section or, as the 
context may require, to the members thereof 
as they apply in relation to Commissions or 
,Commissioners appointed under that Law. 

(6) If the question of removing a judge of 
the Court of Appeal from office has been 
referred to a tribunal under subsection (4) of 
this section the Governor may suspend the 
judge from performing the functions of his 
office, and any such suspension may at any 
time be revoked by the Governor, and shall in 
any case cease to have effect -

(a) if the tribunal advises the Governor that he 
should not request that the question of the 
removal of the judge from office should be 
referred by Her Majesty to the Judicial 
Committee; 

(b) if the Judicial Committee advises Her 
Majesty that the judge ought not to be 
removed from office. 



Acting 
judles of 
Court of 
Appeal. 

(7) The powers conferred upon the Governor by 
this section shall be exercised by him acting 
in his discretion. 

49D. - (1) If the office of the President of the 
Court of Appeal is vacant, or if the holder 
thereof is for any reason unable to perform 
the functions of his office, then, until some 
other persons has been appointed to, and has 
assumed the functions of, that office, or until 
the holder thereof has resumed those 
functions, as the case may be, such one of the 

• 
Justices of Appeal or such other person 
qualified for appointment as a judge of the • 
Court of Appeal as the Governor, acting in 
his discretion, may appoint for that purpose 
shall act in the office of the President. 

(2) If the office of a Justice of Appeal is 
vacant, or if any Justice of Appeal is acting as 
the President, or is for any reason unable to 
perform the functions of his office the 
Governor, acting in his discretion ,may 
appointed a person possessing such legal 
qualifications and experience as lie, after 
consultation with the President, or acting 
President, may deem appropriate to act as a 
Justice of Appeal. 

(3) Any person appointed under this 
section to act as a Justice of Appeal shall, 
unless he is removed from office under the 
preceding section, continue to act for the 
period of his appointment or, if no such 
period is specified, until his appointment is 
revoked by the Governor, acting in his 
discretion: 

• 
Provided that a person whose appoint-

ment so to act has expired or been revoked • 
may, with the permission of t.he Governor, 
acting in his discretion, continue so to act for 
such period as may be necessary to enable 
him to deliver judgement or to do any other 
thing in relation to proceedings that were 
commenced before him previously thereto. 
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Oath. to be 
takm by 
judges or 
Court of 
Appeal. 

Pending 
proceeding •. 

49E. Before entering upon the functions 
of his office every judge of the Court of 
Appeal shall make and subscribe before the 
Governor or some other person authorised in 
that behalf by the Governor, oaths or 
affIrmations of allegiance and for the due 
execution of his office in the forms set out in 
Schedule II to this Constitution. 

49F. - (1) Any proceedings relating to 
appeals from the Grand Court that are 
pending immediately before the 
commencement of The Cayman Islands 
(Constitution) (Amendment) Order 1984 in 
the exisiting Court may be continued and 
concluded after the commencment of the 
said Order in that court as if the said Order 
had not been made. 

(2) Any judgement of the existing Court 
given, but not satisfied before the 
commencement of The Cayman Islands 
(Constitution) (Amendment) Order 1984, 
and any judgement of the existing Court 
given after the commencement of the said 
Order in respect of any proceedings refered 
to in subsection (1), may be enforced after 
the commencement of the said Order as if it 
were a judgement of the Court. 

(3) For the purpose of subsection (2), 
"judgement" includes an order for costs and 
any other ancillary or consequential order 
including an order in relation to an 
application for leave to appeal to Her 
Majesty in Council. 

(4) For the purposes of subsections (1) and 
(2) and of section 49G, the words "existing 
Court" mean the Court of Appeal existing 
immediately before the date on which this 
section comes into operation. 



Amendment 
of section .'lO. 

E~ining 

apppal laws 

and rules 
of courL 

49G. - (1) Any law in force in the Islands 
immediately before the commencement of 
The Cayman Islands (Constitution) 
(Amendment) Order 1984 providing for 
appeals from the Grand Court to the existing 
Court and matters relating thereto shall, 
subject to amendment or repeal by a law of 
the Assembly, continue in force in the 
Islands after the commencement of the said 
Order, and for that purpose shall be 
construed with any necessary adaptation 
and modifications. 

• 
(2) All rules of courts relating to the • 

hearing and determination of appeals from 
the Grand Court by the existing Court in 
force immediately before the commence-
ment of The Cayman Islands (Constitution) 
(Amendment) Order 1984, shall continue in 
force after the commencement of the said 
Order. 

(3) The Governor may by order made at 
any time before the 31st December 1984 m 
make such amendments to any law in force in 
the Islands as may appear to him to be 
necessary or expedient for bringing that law 
into confonnity with the provisions of this 
Order or otherwise for giving effect or 
enabling effect to be given to those 
provision." . 

6. Section 50 of the Constitution of the Cayman Islands shall be 
amended as follows:-

(1) the definition of "appointed day" in 
subsection (1) shall be replaced by the 
following: 
"appointed day" means -

(a) in relation to sections 18(e) and 25(e), the 

• 
day as from which those provisions • 
respectively come into operation under 
section 1(3) of the Cayman Islands 
(Constitution) (Amendment) Order 1984; 

(b) in relation to any other provision of this 
Constitution , the day as from which the 
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Preparatory 
me!Uurt'~. 

Schedule II 
to th. 
Con~titution, 

Constitution (other than Part II thereoO has 
effect under section 2(1) of the Cayman 
Islands (Constitution) Order 1972;". 

(2) the following definitions shall be added: 
"Caymanian status" means Caymanian 
status as provided under the Caymanian 
Protection Law 1971 (as amended) or any 
law repealing and replacing such law; 
"the Court" for the purpose of Part V of the 
Constitution shall mean the Cayman Islands 
Court of Appeal; 
"Grand Court" means the Grand Court 
constituted under the provisions of the 
Grand Court Law. 

7. (1) The registration of electors, using the provisions of sections 2, 3, 
4 and 6 of this Order, may take place at any time after the coming into 
operation of this Order although the said sections have not yet come into 
effect but no person so registered may vote until the said sections have 
come into effect. 

(2) Any procedures begun in pursuance of subsection (1) may be 
continued after the said sections have come into effect. 

8. The Constitution of the Cayman Islands shall be amended by the 
addition of a Schedule II thereto as follows: 

"(Section 49E) 
SCHEDULE II 

Forms of Oaths and Affirmations for judges of the Court of Appeal 

1. Judicial Oath 

I .............................................. do swear 
that I will well and truly serve Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second 
in the office of (here insert the description of the office) and I will do right 
to all manner of people according to the law without fear or favour 
affection or ill-will. So help me God. 

2. Judicial Affirmation 

I .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. do solemnly 
and sincerely affirm and declare that I will well and truly serve Her 



Price $1.20 

Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second in the office of (here insert the 
description of the office) and I will do right to all manner of people 
according to the law without fear or favour affection or ill-will." 

N.E. Leigh, 
Clerk of the Privy Council. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 
(This Note is not part of the Order.) 

This Order provides that electors and persons putting up for election 
to the Legislative Assembly shall have closer ties with the Cayman 
Islands than hitherto. No one who is enfranchised or who IS qualified for 
election to the Assembly immediately prior to the Order is 
disenfranchised or disqualified. The Order also makes fresh provision 
for the hearing and determination of appeals from the Grand Court of the 
Cayman Islands. 
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26.-(1) A person shall not be entitled to be registered as an elecror ~uali1i-
in any electoral district who- cations of oleeton. 

(a) subject to the provisions of die next following sub6ectiOll• is under 
sentence of death imposed on him by a court in any part. of the 
Olrnmonwealth. or is servlng a sentence of imprisonment (by what
ever name called) exceeding twelve months imposed on him by 
such a oourt or substituted by oompetent autbority focr oome .other 
sentence imposed on him by suoh a oourt. or is under such a 
sentence of imprisonment the execution of which has been suspen
ded; 

(b) is a person certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of 
. unsound mind under any law in force in the Islands; or 

(e) is disqualified for registrwtion as an elector by any law in force in 
the Islands relalling to offences connected with elections. 

(2) The provisions of subsection (2) of section 19 of this Oonstitution 
shall apply for the purposes of the last foregoing subsection as they 
apply for the purposes of paragraph (e) of subsection (I) of the said 
section 19. 

27.-(1) Any person who is registered as an elector in an electoral Right to 
district shall. while so regi.tered. be entitled to vote at any election for cl°t"li·t 
lbat district unless he ;s prohibited from so voting by any law in force ec ons. 
in lbe Islands-

(a) because he is a returning officer; or 

(b) because he has been concerned in any offence connected with 
elections. 

(2) No person shall vote at any election for any electoral district 
who-

(a) is not registered as an elector in that district ; 

(b) has voted in lIIWIher electoral district at the same election ; 

(e) is in lawful custody; or 

(d) is for any other reason unable to attend to vote in person (except 
in so far as it may be provided by law that such persons may vote). 

28. Subject to lbe provisions of this Constitution. a law enacted Law as 10 
under this Constitutiun may provide for the election of members of the olections. 
Assembly. including (without prejudice to lbe generality of the fore-
going power) lbe following matters. that is to ~ay:-

(u) the qualifications and disqualifications of electors; 

(b) Ihe registration of eleotors ; 

(e) the ascertainment of lbe qualifications of' eleolors and of candi· 
dates for election; 

(til the division of lbe Islands into electoral districts for. the purpose 
of elections; 

(c) the holding of elections; 

If) the peterminalion of any question whether any ","'TSon has been 
validly elected a member of the Assembly or whether the seat of 
any elecled member in lbe Assembly has become vacant; 

13 
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(g) the definition and trial of offcncesoonneoted with elections and 
the impositiOl! of penalties therefor. including the disqualification 
for membershIp of the Assembly. or for registration. as an elector. 
or for voting at elections. of any person concerned in any such 
offence; and 

(h) the disqualification for election as members of the Assembly of 
persons holding or acting in any office the functions of which in
volve any responsibility for. or in connection with. the conduct of 
any election or the compilation or revision of any electoral register. 

PART IV 
Powers and Procedure in Legislative Assembly 

29. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution. the Governor. with 
the advice and consent of the Assembly. may make laws for tbe 
peace. order and good government of the Islands. 

30. Subject to the provisions of this Constitution. the Governor and 
the Assembly shall. in the transaction of business and the making of 
laws. conform as nearly as may be to the directions contained in any 
Instructions under Her Majesty's Sign Manual and Signet which may 
froni time to time be addressed to the Governor in that behalf. 

31.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution and of any 
Instructions under Her Majesty's Sign Manual and Signet. the Assembly 
may from time to time make. amend and revoke Standing Orders for 
the r~gulation and orderly conduct of its own proceedings and the 
despatch of business. "nd for the passing. intituling and numbering of 
Bills and for the presentation thereof to the Governor for assent; but 
no such Standing Orders or amendment or revocation thereof shall have 
effect unless they have been approved by the Governor. 

• 
• 

(2) The lirst Standing Orders of the Assembly shall, subject to the pro
visions of this Constitu'tion, be the Standing Orders ·of the Legislative 
Assembly constituted by the Order of 1965 as in force immediately 
before ·the appointed day, with such adaptations and modilications as 
may be necessary, and those Standing Orders may be amended or 
revoked. by Standing Orders made under the last foregoing subsection. • 

3Z.-{I) At sittings of the Assembly there shall preside--
(a) the Governor; or 
(b) at any time when there is a person holding the office of Speaker. 

the Speaker; or 
(c) in the absence of the Governor or, as the case may be, of the 

Speaker. the senior official member of the Assembly. 

(2) The Governor. acting in his discretion, may appoint a Speaker 
of the Legislative Assembly, who shall be a person, whether or not a 
member of the Assembly. who is qualified and not disqualified to be a 
member of the ,4.ssembly: 

Provided that this sub-section shall not come into force until the 
Legislative Assembly has passed a resolution that there shall be an 
office of Speaker. 

14 
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33. The Assembly shall not be disqualified for the transaction of ASsembly 
business by reason of any vacancy in the membership ther~of (including =-tranaac 
any vacancy not filled when the Assembly is first constituted or is rceon- notwilh
stituted at any time) and any proceedings therein shall he valid notwith- standing 
standing that some person who was not entitled to do so sat or voted in vacancioa. 
the Assembly or otherwise took part in those proceedings. 

34.-(1) If at any sitting of the Assembly a quorum ·is not present Quorum. 
and any member of the Assembly who is present objects on that account 
to the transaction of business and. after such interval as may be pre-
scribed in the Standing Orders of the Assembly. the person presiding at 
the sitting ascertains that a quorum is still not present. he shall adjourn 
the Assembly. 

(2) For the purposes of this section a quorum shall consist of seven 
members of the Assembly in addition to the person presiding. 

35.-(1) Save as otherwise provided in this Constitution, all questions Voting. 
proposed for d.ecision in the Assembly shall be determined by a majority 
of votes of the members present and voting. 

(2) The Governor or other member presiding shall not vote unless 
on any question the votes are equally divided, in which case he shalI 
have and exercise a casting vote. 

36.-( I) The Governor or other person presiding may, when in Summoning 
his opinion the business before the Assembly makes it desirable, sum- of ~"" 
mon any person to a meeting of the Assembly notwithstanding that that =\y 
person is not a member of the Assembly. . 

(2) Any person so summoned shall be entitled to take part as if he 
were a. member in the proceedings of the Assembly' relating to the 
matter in respect of which he was summoned, except that he may not 
vote. 

37.-(1) Subject to the provision. of this Constitution and of the 
Standing Orders of the Assembly. any member may introduce any Bill or 
propose any motion for debate in. or may present any petition to, the 
Assembly, and the same shall be debated and disposed of according to 
the Standing Orders of the Assembly. 

(2) Except on the recommendation of the Governor the Assembly 
shall not-

(a) proceed upon any Bill (including any amendment to a Bill) which, 
in the opinion of the person presiding in the Assembly, makes pro
vision for imposing or increasing any tax, for imposing or increasing 
any charge on the revenues or other funds of the Islands or for 
altering any such charge otherwise than by reducing it or for com
pounding or remitting any debt due to the Islands; 

(b) proceed upon any motion (including any amendment to a motion) 
the effect of which. in the opinion of the person presiding in the 
Assembly. is Ihat provision would be made for any of the purpose< 
aforesaid: or 

(c) receive any petition which, in the opinion of the person presiding 
in the Assembly. requests Ihal provision be made for any of the 
purposes aforesaid. 
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311.-(1) If the Governor considers that it is expedient-

(a) in the interests of public order. public faith or good government 
(which expressions shall. without prejudice to their generality, in
clude the responsibility of the Islands as a territory within the Com
monwealth and all matters pertaining to the creation or abolition of 
any public office or to the salary or other conditions of service of 
any public officer) ; or 

(b) in order to secure detailed control of the finances of the Islands 
during such time as, by virtue of the receipt of financial assistance 
by the Islands from Her Majesty's Exchequer in the United King
dom for the purpose of balancing the annual budget or otherwise, 
such control rests with Her Majesty's Government, 

that any Bill introduced, or any motion proposed, in the Assembly 
should have effect, then, if the Assembly fail to pass the Bill or to carry 
the motion within such time and in such form as the Governor thinks 
reasonable and expedient, the Governor may, at any time' that he 
thinks fit, and notwithstanding any provision of this Constitution or 
of any other law in force in the Islands or of any Standing Orders of the 
Assembly, declare that the Bill or motion shall have effect as if it had 
been passed or carried by the Assembly either in the form in which it 
was introduced or propo~d or with such amendments as the Governor 
thinks fit which have been moved or proposed in the Assembly or any 
committee thereof; and the Bill or the motion shall' be deemed there
upon to have been so passed or carried, and the provisions of this 
Constitution, aIld in particular the provisions relating to assent to Bills 
and disallowance of laws, shall have effect accordingly: 

Provided that the Governor shall not exercise his powers under this 
subsection without having first consulted a Secretary of State, unless 
in his judgment the matter is so urgent that it is necessary for him to 
do 80 before having so consulted. 

(2) The Governor shall forthwith report to a Secretary of State 
every case in which he makes any such declaration and the reasons 
therefor. 

• 
• 

(3) If any member of the Assembly objects to any declaration made • 
under this section, he may, within fourteen days of the making thereof, 
submit to the Governor a statement in writing of his reasons for so 
objecting, and a copy of the statement shall. if furnished by the member, 
be forwarded by the Governor as soon as practicable (0 a Secretary 
of State. 

(4) Any declaration made under this section other than a declaration 
relating to a Bill may be revoked by a Secretary of State and the 
Governor shall forthwith cause notice of the revocation to be published • 
by Government Notice; and from the date of such publication any 
motion that is deemed to have been carried by virtue of the declaration 
shall cease to have effect and the provisions of sub·section (2) of section 
38 of the Intupretation Act 1889 shall apply to tbe revocation as they 
apply to the repeal of an Act of Parliament. 

(5) The powers of the Governor under this section shall be exercised 
by him acting in his discretion. 
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~.-{l) A Bill shall not become a law until- =- 1o 

(a) the Governor has assented to it in Her Majesty's IIIUIIC and on 
Her Majesty's behalf and has signed it in token of his assent; or 

(b) Her Majesty has given Her assent to it through a Secretary of State 
and the Governor has signified Her assent by Proclamation. 

(2) When a Bill is presented to the Governor for his assent, he sball • 
subject to the provisIons of this Constitution and of any Instructions 
addressed to him under Her Majesty's Sign Manual and Signet <II" 
through a Secretary of State. declare that he assents, or refuses to assent, 
to it, or that he reserves the Bill for the signification of Her Majesty's 
pleasure: 

Provided that the Governor shall reserve for the signification of Hel 
Majesty's pleasure-

(a) any Bill which is in any way repugnant to. or inconsistent with, 
the provisions of this Constitution; and· 

(b) any Bill which determines or regulates the privileges, immunities 
or powers of the Assembly or of its members ; 

unless he has been authorized by a Secretary of State to assent" to it. 

(3) This section shall have effect in relation to any Bill passed by !be 
Legislative Assembly subsisting immediately before the appointed day 
but not assented to before that day as it has effect in relation to Bills 
passed after the appointed day. 

40. The Governor may return to the Assembly any Bill presented to 
him for his assent. transmitting therewith any amendments which he may 
recommend. and the Assembly shall deal with such recommendation. 

Return of 
Bills by 
Governor. 

41.-{1) Any law to which ,the Governor has given his assent may be Disallow· 
disallowed by Her Majesty through a Secretary of State. ance of laws. 

(2) Whenever a law has been disallowed by Her Majesty the Governor 
shall. as soon as practicable. cause notice of the disallowance to be 
published by Government Notice and the law shall be lIIulUlled with 
effect from the date of the publication of that notice. 

(3) The provisions of subsection (2) of section 38 of the Interpretation 
Act 1889. shall apply to the annulment of any law under this section as 
they apply 10 the repeal of an Act of Parliament. save that any enact· 
ment repealed or amended by or in pursuance of, that law shall have 
effect as from the date of the annulment as if that law had not been 
made. 

42.-{1) The Governor may. by directions in writing. establish one Committ ... 
or more committees of the Assembly having such functions in relation of Assembly •. 
to the conduct of the business of the Government of the Islands in 
relation to such matters as may be prescribed by such directions. and 
(without. prejudice to (he generality of the foregoing power) directions 
establishing a committee under this subsection may include provision-

(a) with respect (0 the tenure of office of members of (he committee; 

(b) regulating the manner in which tbe committee shall perform its 
functions and the procedure of the committee. 
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(2) Before establishing a committee under the last foregoing sub· 
section the Governor shall consult with ,the Executive Council with 
respect to the establishment thereof. the directions to be given thereto 
and the number of members thereof. but shall not be obliged,to act in 
accordance with its advice. 

(3) A committee of the Assembly 'established under this section shall 
act in accordance with the policies of the Government of the Islands • 
and with any directions given to the committee by the Governor: 

Provided that the question whether it has so acted shall not be 
enquired into in any court. 

(4) If the Governor so directs. a committee shall cease to deal with 
any particular business within its competence which is under con
sideration by the committee. 

(5) The functions of a committee of the Assembly established under • 
this section shall not include functions in relation to the conduct of 

Membership 
of 
committees. 

business in respect of any matter referred'to in section 7(lXc) of this 
Constitution. 

(6) The provisions of this section shall be without prejudice to the 
establishment, by or ·under the rules of procedure of the Assembly. of 
committees of the Assembly for the purpose of the exercise of its 
function under Part IV of this Constitution or the establishment by 
the Goverpor of committees of the Assembly for special purposes 
relating to any of the matters mentioned in the last foregoing subsection. 

43.-(1) A committee established under section 42(1) of this Con· 
stitution shall consist of a chairman and such number of other members 
as the Governor may decide: 

Provided that the majority of the members of such a committee shall 
be elected members of the Assemb1y. appointed by the Governor in 
accordance with the advice of the elected members of the Assembly. 

(2) The Chairman of a committee established under section 42(1) of 
this Constitution shall be a member of the Executive Council who has 
been charged with responsibility under section 9 of this Constitution 
and whose responsibility corresponds as nearly as maybe to the • 
functions of such committee. 

(3) The members of a committee who are not members of the 
Assembly shall be appointed by the Governor acting in his discretion. 

Oath of 44. Except for the purpose of enabling this section to be complied 
Allegianc:o. with, no official or elected member of the Assembly shall be permitted 

to take part in its proceedings until he has made before the Governor • 
or some other person authorized in that behalf by the Governor, acting 
in his discretion, an oath of allegiance in the form set out in the 
Schedule to this Constitution. 

Privileges of 
Assembly 
and 
mcmben. 

45. A law enacted under this Constitution may determine and regulate 
the privileges, immunities and powers'of the Assembly and its members. 
but no such privileges, immunities or powers shall exceed those of the 
Commons' House of Parliament of the United Kingdom or of the 
members thereof. 
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46.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Constitution. the sessions Sessions. 
of the Assembly shall be held at such places and begin at such times 
as the Governor may from time to time by Proclamation appoint. 

(2) The first session of the Assembly shall begin within twelve months 
after the appointed day; and thereafter there shall be .at least one session 
of the Assembly in every year. so however that there shall be an interval 
of less than twelve months between the last sitting in one session and the 
first sitting in the next session . 

47.-(1) The Governor may at any time. by Proclamation. prorogue Pro';'gation 
or dissolve the Assembly. and 

-dissolution. 
(2) The Governor shall dissolve the Assembly at the expiration of 

four years from the date when the Assembly first meets after any 
general election unless it has been sooner dissolved. 

48. There shall be a general election at such time within two tnalths General 
after every dissolution of the Assembly as the .Governor shall by elections . 
Proclamarion appoint. 

PART V 

Appeals from the Grand Court 

49.-{1) Subjeot to the provisions of this seoliion. 1:he Court of Appeal Appeals to 
for Jamaica shall have such jurisdiction ,to hear and determine appeals Court or 
(including reserved questions of law and cases staled) from the Grand ~f=..~or 
Court of the Islands and. in connection with such appeals, such powers saving. , 
and authorities as may be conferred upon it by any law for the time 
being in force in the Islands. 

(2) The foregoing subsection shall not apply to appeals relating to any 
matter in respect of which this Constitution or any other law provides 
that the decision of 1:he Grand Coul't of the Islands.is to he final. 

PART VI 

Miscellaneous 

SO.-{l) In this Constit\ltion wIess it is otherwise oroV!ided or Ioterpreta-
required by the context- • tion . 

"appointed day" means ,the date as from which this Constitution 
(other than Part II thereof) has effect wder section 2 (I) of the 
Cayman Islands (Constitution) Order 1972 ; 

"Assembly" means the Legislative Assembly of the Islands 
established by this Constitution; 

" functions" includes jurisdictions. powers and duties ; 
'" Government Notice" means a Cayman Islands Government 

Notice; 
" Governor" means the person for the time being holding the 

office of Governor of the Islands. and inoludes al)y person for rhe 
time being lawfully performing the funotions of that office and, to the 
extent to which a deputy appointed under section 4 of this Constitu
tion is authorised to aot. that deputy; 

" the Islands" means the Cayman Islands; 
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"law" nwludes any instrument having the force of law made in 
exen:i5c of a power conferred by a law.; 

":the Order of 1965" means ·the Cayman Islands (Coll$titution) 
Order 1965 as amended by subsequent Order.; in Council; 

"public office" means. subject to the provisions of the next 
following subseotion, an office of emolument in the public service ; 

" public officer" means the bolder of any publ·ic office, and inclUdes. 
a person appointed to act. in any public office ; 

"1hc public service" means ·the service of the Crown in a civil 
capacity in respect of the government of the Islands ; 

.. session" meaqs the meeting5 of the Assembly commencing when 
the Assembly first meets after bein~ constituted under this Constitu. 
tion, or after its prorogation or dissolution at any time, and tenninat· 
ing when the Assembly is prorogued or is dissolved without having 
~n~; . 

" sitting" means a period during wlrich the Assembly is Sitting. 
continuously without adjournment and mcludes any period during 
which the Assembly is in committee. 

(2) For the purposes of this Constitution, a person shall not be 
considered to hold a public office by reason only that he-

(a) is in receipt of any remunera,tion or allowance as a member of 
the Executive Council or the Assembly; 

(b) is in reooipt of a pension or other like allowance in respect of 
service under the Crown ; or 

(e) holds an office Ihe holder of which is declared by any law in 
force in the Islands not to be disqualified for election as a member 
of the Assembly. 

. (3) Any person'who has vacated his seat in any body. or has vacated 
any office established by this Constitution may. if qualified. again be 

. appointed or elected as a member of that body or to that office, as the 
ease may be. from time to time. 

(4) A reference in this Constitution to the holder of an office by the 
tenn designating his office shall be construed as a reference to any 
person for the time being lawfully perfonning the functions of that • 
office. 

(5) Without prejudice to the last foreguing subsection-
(a) where the holder of any office oonstituted by or under this 

Constitution is on leave of absence pending the relinquishment of 
that office, the person or authority having power to make appoint· 
ments to that office may appoint an.other person thereto; and 

(b) where two or more persons concurrently hold the same office by • 
virtue of the foregoing paragraph, the person last appoin.ted shall 
in respect of any function conferred on the holder of that oRice be 
deemed to be the sole holder thereof. 

(6) Any power conferred by this Constitution to make any Proclama· 
tion or order or to give any direction'i shall be construed as including a 
power exerciwble in like manner [0 amend or revoke any 'I",.:h 
Proclamatiun. order or directions. 
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(7) Where a person is required by this Constitution ,to ma:te an oatn 
he shall if he so desires be permitted to comply with that requirement by 
making an affirmation in aroordance with the provisions of the Schedule 
to this Const'tutioo. 

(8) For the purp&es of this Constitution the resignation of a member 
of any body or holder of any office thereby established that is required 
to be addressed to any person shall. unless otherwise expressly provided. 
be deemed 10 have effect from the lime at which it is received by 
that person. 

(9) For the purposes of this Constitution a person shall not be 
regarded as absent from the Llands or as unahle to perfonn any of his 
funotions thereunder hy reason only that he ;, in passage between any 
one of the Islands and another or from one part of any Island to 
another part. 

51. The Governor shall keep and use the public soa.l for sealing Public Seal. 
all things that should pass that seal. 

52. Subject ,to the provisions of My law for m< lime being in force in 
the Islands. the Governor or any person duly authorised by him in 
wriling under his hand may. in Her Majesty's name and on Her behalf. 
make and execule under the public seal grants and dispositions of any 
land or other immovable property. within the Islands that may be law
fully granted or disposed of by Her M.jesty. 

53. Subject to any Instructions given to him by Her Majesty under 
Her Sign Manual and Signet. the Governor may. in Her Majesty's name 
and on Her behalf-

(a) granl to any person concerned i.l the commission of any offence 
for which he may be tried in the Islands. or·to any person convicted 
of any offence under any law in force ·in the Islands. a pardon. eitber 
free or subjea to lawful conditions; 

(b)' grant to any per!;on so convicted a respite. 'either indetinite or for 
a specified period. of tbe execution of any sentence passed on him 
in respect of .the conviction ; 

(cj subslitute a less sever~ form of punishment for that imposed on 
any such person by any such senlence ; or ' 

(d) remil Ihe whole or any part of a~y such' semence or'~ any penalty 
or forfeiture due to Her Majesty by reason of tbe conviction. 

,j'. " "', • 

54. TbeGovernor, in Her Majesty's name t and Con Her behalf, 
may constitute such offices for ,the Islands as may lawfully be oonStituted 
by Her Majesty and, subject to the provisions of any law in force in the 
Islands. may: make appointments (including appointments 'on promotion 
and transfer) to any such, office ; .. and ·any ,person so appointed shall, 
unless it is otherwise provided by any such law, hold 'office during Her 
Maj<>sty's pleasure. 

Grants of 
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55.-{1) Subject ,to the provisions of any law in force in the Islands, Di";pline. 
the Governor may for cause shown to his satisfaction dismiss or 
suspend from the exercise of his office any person holding a public 
office, or take such disciplinary action as may seem to him to he 
desirable. 
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1.2. The ~ft.!fI.~Il4.'e ill. this . se~tion to' the power to dismiss any 
person hold,"!: a pul,llc "Ihce shall be construed as including B 
reference to any power to r-equire or permit a person to retire. 

S6,---{ II Subje':l 10 Ihe provisions t)f Ihis section. all offices and 
authorities established by or under the Order of 1965 and existing 
immedialely hefore Ihe appoinled day shall on and atter that day. so far 
as con~i~t~nt with the rro\·i~ion~ flf this C'on~tilution. continue as if .. 
they had been established hy or under this Constitution; and any person 
who immediately before that day is holding or aCling in any such office 
or as a member of any su.:h authority shall on and after that day 
continue to hold or act in Ihat ollice or to be such a member as if he 
had been appointed therelo or as Ihe case may be elected as such in 
acoordance with this Constitution and had made any oath thereby 
required: 

(2) The provisions of this section shall be without prejudice to any • 
powers conferred by or under this Constitution upon any person or 
aurhority to make provision for any matter. including (but without 
prejudice to the generalily of the foregoing words) Ihe establishment 
and abolition of offices. courls of law and authorities and the appoint-
ment. election or seleelion of persons to hold or act in any office or to 
be members of any court or authority and their removal from office. 

57.-(1) All Acts. Ordinances. rules. regulations. orders and other 
instruments made under or having etrect by virtue of the Order of 1965 
and having effcct as part of the law of the Islands immediately before the 
appointed day shall on and after the appointed day have effect as if they 
had been made under or by virtue of this Constitution. 

(2) Subject to the prOvisions of the next following subsection. the 
existing laws shall 01\ and after the appointed day be construed with 
such modificatioroS. adaptations. qualifications and exceptions as are 
necessary to bring them, into c0!ifonnity with this Constitution. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this O:>nstitution. the GoveniQr may 
by regulations at any time within eigbteen months from the appointed 
day make such amendments to any existing law a. appear to him to be 
necessary or expedient for bringing that law into confonnity with the 
provisions of this Constitution or otherwise for giving etrect or enabling • 
effect to be given to tbose provisions. 

(4) In this scotion the expression "existing laws" means laws and 
instruments (other than Acts of the Parliament of the United Kingdom 
and instruments made' thereunder) having etrect as part of the law of 
the Islands immediately before the appoinled day, 

58. H« Majesty hereby reserves 10 H'erself power. with the advice of 
Her Privy Council. to make laws for the peace. order and good • 
government of the Islands. 
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SCHEDULE TO THE CONSTITUTION 

FORMS OF OATIIS AND AFFIRMATIONS 

I. Oath of Allegiance 

I ....................................... do swear that I will be faithful and bear 
true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Sec:ond, H ... Heirs and 
Successors. according to law. So help me God . 

2. Oath for due e",cution of olftce 

I ....................................... do swear that I will well and truly serve 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second. Her Heirs and ·Successors. in the 
office (here insert the description of the office). So help me God. 

3. Affirmations. In the forms above respectively set forth, for the word 
" swear" there shall be substituted the words .. solemnly and sincerely affirm 
and declare ", and the words " So help me God" shall be omitted . 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This Note is not part 0/ the Order.) 

This Order. which is made under section 5 of the West Indies Act 
I 962. confers a new constitution on the Cayman Islands. and supersedes 
the Cayman Islands (Con~titbtion) Order 1965. which is revoked. 

The Constitution contains provision with regard 10 the office of 
GovernDr •. the Executive Council, the Legislature and appeals frOOl. the 
Grand Court. 

While the 'constitution requires the Governor, in gerieral. to exercise 
his functions in accordance with the advice of the Executive Council, 
it provides for him to be responsible in his discretion for defence. 
external affairs. internal security, the police and certain matters relating 
to the public service. 

Provision is made for the assignment of responsibility for business 
or departmenl, of the' Government to members of the Executive Council. 

The composition of the·J-egislative Assembly is altered by abolition 
of the three seats of nominated members. 

There is provision whereby a Speaker can be appoiruted by the 
Governor if the Legislative Assembly resolve that such an appointtnent 
be made . 
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