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:rhe Amendment Is.sue of the Constitution 

of the Ar,!b Republic of Egypt 

The Head of the State .. 

Taking into account'the results of the referendum on the 
amendment of the Constitution of the Arab Republic of Egypt 
conducted on May 22. 1980; 

- . 
The public consensus .to amend the Constitution; 

And congizant of article 189 of the Constitution; 

Hereby issues the amendment of the Constitution of the Arab 
··Republic of Egypt according to what has been agreed upon at the 
referendum. to be put into elfect as of the date the res1uts of the 
referendum were announced. 

Mohamed Anwar E1 Sadat 

(Cairo-Ragab 7. 1400 Hijra-May 22. 1980 A.C.) 
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CONSTITUTIONAL PROCLAMATION 

We, the people of Egypt, who have been toiling on thIs preAt 
land since the dawn of history'and the beginning of civilisation: 

We, the people working in Egypt's viHages, c;ties, pl',llls, 
centres of education and industry and in imy field of work which 
contributes to create life on its soil or .which plays a part in the 
hounour· of defending this ,land; 

We, the people who believe in our immorta I and spiritual 
heritage, and who are confident in our profound raith, and cherish 
the honour of man and of hum,anity; 

We, the people, who in addition to sholllde"ing the trust of. 
history, earry the responsibility of great present nnd future objecti­
ves whose seeds are embedded in the long and arduous struggle, 
and which hosted the /lags of freedom, socialism and unity along 
the path of the great march of the Arab nation; 

We, the Egyptian people, in the" name of God and by His 
assistance, pledge indefinitely and unconditionally to exert every 
effort to realise 

FIRST: 

Peace to our world being deiermin"" that peace should. be 
based on justice, and that the political a:1d ~oei?J progress of all 
peoples can only be realised through the freedom of these peoples 
and their independent will, and that any civilisation is not worthy 
of its name unless it is free from exploitation whatever its form. 

. SECOND: 

Union : the hope of our Arab nation, being convinced that 
Arab unity is a call of history and of the future, and a demand of 
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destiny; and ihat it cannot materialise except through an Arab 
nation, capable of warding off any threat, whatever the soura: 
or the ~retcxts for such a threat. 

, 

, . 

'flJlRD!. , " . .,.. .. ' ... " .. 
lbe constant development of life In our nation: being conviru:ed 

·that the true challenge confronting nations is the realization of 
progress and that such progress does not occur automatically, or 
through slogans; but that the driving force behind it is the release 

, of the potentials of1:reativity and inspiration in our people, who 
have asserted at all times their contribution to civilisation and to 
humanity. through work alone. 

Our people have passed through successive experiences, 
meantime offering rich experiences on the national and internatio­
nal level and bei"g guided by them, which ultimately took shape 
in the July 23 Revolution of 1952. This revolution was bro'ught 
about by the alliance of the working forces of our militant people, 
who were able, through profound and refined consciousness, to 
retain their original character but at Ihe same time move forwar<! 

'. in a bid to realise full integration between science and faith, bet­
w(;en political and soicnJ freedom, bqtwccn national'independence 
and social affiliation; and to participate in the worldwide slruggle 
for the liberation of man, on the poli.tical;·econoniic, cultural and 
ideoloeical levels, and in the st!Uggle against the forces of regres­
sion, domination and exploitation. , 

". 
FOURTH: " 

Freedom for the humanity of Ihe Eg)'~ti:u;-'man: realising that 
man:s humanity and dig!,iiy are the lighls which ~uidc and direct 
tho course of tlje, great development of mankind for the realisation 
of its supreme ideal. Man's dig;Jity is a natliial reflectioL of the . 
:13tion's dignity, now that the individual is the cornerstone in the 
edifice 'of the homeland, the land Ihat derives ils strength and 
prestige from the value of man and his education. The sove-
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reignty oT law is not only a guarantee for the freedcm of the indio 
vidual aloce, but is also at the same time the sale basis for the 
legality of authority. The alliance of the r.ctive popular power.; 
is not a means for social strife leading towards histoJical develop· 
me,.1. In this modern age, it is a ,afetY'valve,protecting ihe ullity 
of working po",ers in the country and eliminating, through demo-

. erney, any cont~~diclions. • .' 
, . 

We, the people of Egypt, out of determination, confIdence 
and faith in all nlllional and international responsibilities, and in 
ae!:nowledgement "<if God's right and His heavenlY,messaees, 

. and in the right of the country and nation;as well as ofthe'principle 
and responsiblity of mankind, a'nd in the name of the Almighty 
and His assistance, declare on the IIr~ of Seplember, 1971 that we 
accept, and grant, to. ourselves this Constitution, alfir1ning our 
determin&tion ·to d~fe;;d and protect it, and. assering our respect 
for it in letter and spirit.. 

...... ~ .. i: 

.. 
'j 
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CONSTITUTION 

of the Arab Republic of Egypt 

PART ONE 

~ STATE 

- . 
Article I 

The Arab Republic of Egypt is a democratic, socialist Slate 
liased on the alliance of the working forces of the people. 

The Egyptian people are part of the Arab nation and work for 
the realisation of its comprehensive' unity. 

Article 2 

Islam is the religion of the State and Arabic ils olficiallanguage. 
Islamic jurisprudence is the principal source of legislation. 

Sovereignty is for the people alone and they are the source 
of authority. The people sholl exercise and protect this soverei­
gnty, and safeguard national unity 'in the manner specified in the 
Constitution . 

Article 4 

The economic foundatiqn Qf the Arab Republic of Egypt is 

G .locloli81 demooratlo 8YBicm bUlI:d on 8ull'Iclcny und jlllilico In 1\ 
manner preventing exploitation, conducive to liquidation or Income 
differences, protecting legitimate earnigns, and guaranteeing the 
equity of the distribution of. public duties and responsibilities . 

. ' 
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Artlcl, 5 

The politic,,1 S;stem 'or the Xrab ~~UllIiC of Egypt is a ~ulti­
,parly olle. wilhin Ihe framework of Ihe basic elements and p~in­
clplcs of Ihe El1yptian society as stipualted In Iho Con~tllulton 

, (Political parties nrc regulaled by law). 

Article 6 

The Egyptian nationality is defined liy the law. 

PART TWO 

BASIC CONSTITUENTS OF THE socmn 

CHAPTER I 

Social and Moral Constituents 

Article 7 

Social solidarity is the basis of the society. 

Article 8 

The Stnte shell guarantee equality of opportullity to. all 

citizens. 

. -
Article .9. 

The family is the ba,is of the S(leiety founded on religion, 

morality and patriotism. 

The State is keen to preserve the genuine character of the 
Egyptian family - with what it embodies of val~es and traditions- .. 
while affirming and developing this character in the relations 

within the Egyptian s<'ciety. 
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.' .Artlcl, 10 . 

The State shall guarantee Ihe proi;ction of motherhood and 
childhood, take care of children and youth and provide the suitable 
conditioQs for Ih. development of their talen(s. 

I '. 

Article II ' -' 
The State shall guarantee Ihe proper coordination l:ctween 

the duties of woman lowards the family and her work in the society, 
considering her equal with man in the fields of political, s~cial, 
cultural and economic life without violation of the ntles r.f Isla­
mic jurisprudence. . ... 

Article 12 

The society shall be committed to safeguarding and prNect­
illg morals, promoting the genuine Egyptian traditions and abid­
ing by the high standards of religious education, meral and national 
values, historical heritage of the people, scie,tific facts, socialist 
conduct and public morality within the limit; of the law. -

The State is committed to abiding by these principles and 
promoting them. 

Article 13 .:. 'i· 

Work is a right, :l duty and an honour ensured by the Stale. 
Workers who excel in their fi~ld of ""ork shall receive lhe apprecia- . 
tion of {he Sthte and Ihe society. . 

No .work shnll be imposed on t'le citizens. except by virtue 
of th~ law, for the pcrfo~ance of a 'public selvice and in return 
for a' fair remuneration.' .. , .. 

Article 14 

Pub'Iic offices are the right of all citizens and an assignment 
for theil occupants in the service of the people.· The State guaran-

9-" 



tees the~r (the occuponts) protection and the perfornl3nce of thcir 
duties in safeguarding the int~rests of the pcople. They moy not 
be dismissed by other than the disciplinary way, except in the cases 
speci fied by h te law. 

, . Article 15 . " 

The war veterons, those injured in war or because of·.it, and i " 
the wives ond children of those killed' shall have priority in work , 
opportunities acCording to the law. 

",Article 16 

The State shall guarantee cultural, social and heal!h services, 
and work to ensure.!hem for the villages in particular in an easy 
and regular 'manner 'In order to raise their standard. 

4rticle 17 

Th~ State shall guaror. 
ces and all the citizens have i 

p~city, unemployment and 01, 

ocial and hcalth insurance servi. 
ight to pensions in cases orinea. 
·~e. in accordance with the law. 

Article 18 

Education is a right guaranteed by the State. It. is obligatory 
in the primary stage and the State shall wprk to extend obligation 
to other stages. The State shall supervise all branches of educa· 
tion and guarantee the independence of universities and scienti­
fiereseareh centres, with a view to linking all this with the require· 
ments of socicty and production. 

.-
, , 

't" .: ' 

." 

Artlel, 19 
I 

Rellglouseducatlon shall be a prIncIpal sUDject Initho courses 

of general education. I 

. ... .,. 
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Article 20 

Education in the Stote educational institutions shall be frec 
of charge in its various stages. 

ArtiCle 21 

Combating illiteracy shall be a national duty for which all 
the people's energies should be mobilized. 

Article 22 

The institution of civil.titles shall be prohibited. 

CHAPTER n 
Economic Coustituer.ts 

Article 23 

The national economy shall be organised in accordance with 
a comprehensive development plan which ensures raising the 
national income, fair distribution, raising the standard of living, 
eliminating unemployment, increasing work oppoTunities, cone 
nec.ting wages with producti0l!. fixing a minimum and a maximum 
limit for wages in a manner which guarantees lessening the disp;:ri· 
ties between incomes. 

Article 24 

The people sha.1l control all the means of production and 
direct their surplus.,in.accordance with the development plan laid 
down by the State. 

Article 2' 
Every citizen shall have a share in the nalional revenue to be 

defined by the luw in accordnnce with his work or hi; tlnexplolt. 
ing ownership. 

'or "-11-" 



" Article 26 
' .. . , 

The workers shall ,have a' share in the management and 
,profits of the projects. They arc committcd to the development 
of production and the implementation of the pllln in their produc­

, tion units, in accordance with the law, Protecting the means,of 
production is a national dut>:. " 

\yorkers shall be represented on the boards of directors of 
the public sector units by at least 50% of the, number of members 
hf these boards. The law shall guarantee for the small farmer.; 

and small craftsmen 80% of the membership on the boards of 
directors of the ngricultural co-operatives and industrial co­
operatives. 

Article 27 

Beneficiaries shall participate in the management of the 
services projects of public interest and their supervision in ac­
cordance with the kw. 

Article 28 

Tho State shall look after the co-operative establishments in 
all their forms and 'encourage handicr~fts with a view to develop­
ing production and raising incamo. 

The State shal!- endeavour to consolidate the agricutlural co­
operatives according to modem scientific bases. 

Article 29 . 
, . 

Ownership shall be under the supervisioll of the people and the 
pro'ection of the State. There are three kinds : public owner­
ship, co-operative ownership and private ownership. 

Article 30 

Public ownershir. is the ow"crship of th~ people and it is 
confirmed by the continuous consolidation of the public sector. 

" 
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. . 
" The public Sector shall be the vanguard of progress in all spheres 

and shall assume the main responsibility in the cievelopm~nt 
plan. .. 

I 
, Article 31 i . ~ ....... 

Co-operative ownership is the ownership of the co-operative' . 
societies, The law guarantees its protection and self-mall.ge."' , 
ment. 

Article 32 

Private ownership shall be represented hy the unexploiting 
capital. The law organises the performance of its so~ial function 
in the ~ervice of national economy within the framework of the 
development plan without deviation or exploita:icn. It may not 
be in conflict, in the ways of its use, with the general welfare of 
the people. 

Artieie 33 

Public ownership shall have its sanctity, and its pnltection 
and consolidation is the duty of evcry citizen in accordance ,with 
the iaw, as it is considered the mainstoy of the st'rength of the 
homeland, a basis for the socialist sysfem and a soutce of prosperity 
of the people. ' , 

Article 34 

Private ownership shall be safeguarded and may not be put 
under seque,stration except in the -cases specified in, the I~w a~ 
with a. judicial decision. It may not be expropriated except fer 
the general good and against a fair ,'ompc/tsation in accordance 
with the law. The right of inheritance is 'guaranteed in it. 

.. , Article ~5 

Nationalisation shall not de allowed except for considerations 
of public interest, in accordance with a law and against a compe­

nsation. 



; :' General ~questration of funds shall be prohibited. Private 
sequestration shall not be aIlowed except with a judicial decision. 

Article 37 ... 
The law shaIl fix the maximum limit of lan(i'ownership with 

2 view to protecling the famler and the ~gricutlurallahourer from 
exploitalion and asserling Ihe auth;Jrity of the alliance of Ihe 
people's wurking ~owers at the level of the village. 

'Article 38 

The tax system shall be based' on social justice. 

Article 39 

Saving is a national duty protected, encouraged and organi-
.sed by the State. - .. -. 

PART THREE 

PUBLIC FREEDOMS, RIGHTS AND DUTIES 

ArticIe 40 

All citizens are equal before the law; They I)ave equal 
public rights and duties without discrimination between them due 
to race, ethnic origin, language, religion or creed. .. 

" ArticIe 41 

Individual freedom is a natural right and shall not be touched; 
'EXCept in CAleS of jfagronlt d,llclD no person may be arrelted, 

. ins~eted, detained. or his freedom restricted or .. prevent,i:d from 
• free movement except by an order necessitated-by investigations 

and preservation of the security of the society. Titis oider shall 

be given by the competent judge or the Public Pro~cution in 
accordanc6 with the provisions of the law. The law shall deter­
mine the period of custody. 

Article 42 

. Any person arrested, detained or his freedom restricted shall 
be treated in the manner concomitanl wilh Ihe preservalion of his 
dignity. No physical or moral harm is to be inflicled upnn him. 
He may not be detained 01' illlpri!>oned CXl.'Cpl in places lkfi,'.cd 
by laws orj!anising pr;s""s. 

If a cOllfession is pro\'ed 10 have been made by a person 
under any "f Ihe aforementioned forms of duress or coercion, il 
shall be considred invalid and fUlile. 

Article 43 

Any medical or scientific experiment may not b, undergone 
on any person without his free consent. 

Article 44 

HC'm,,. shal! have their sanctity and they may not be entered 
or inspected except by a cau~al judicbl warrant prescribed by the 
law. 

, The bw shall protect the inviolability of th, private life 
of citizens. Correspondence, "ires, telephone calls and "ther 
means of communiealioll shall have thoir own sanctity 3nd secrecy 
and may riot b, '~oitfisc"ted or monitored except by a. causal 
judici;.1 warrant and for a definite period cccording to the provi­
sions of the law. 

ArtlcI, 46 

The State shall guarantee the freedom of belief and the frc· 
edom of practice of religious rites . 

. , 
" 
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.. 
Arllcl~ 47 

Freedom of opinio~' is guarant~d. Every individual has 
Ihe righl 10 express his opinion and to publici .. it verbally or in 

'wriling or by photography or by olher menns wilhin Ihe Iimils 
of tho law. Sclf·crilici.m and conllruollvo criticism Illhe gunrnn. 

'lee for Ihe safety of Ihe nntlonal slructure. . 

Arlicle 48 

Freedom of the press. printing, publi~~t'ion and mass media 
shall be gllaranteed. Censorship on newspapers is forbidden as 
well as notifying. su.rx:nding or cancelling them by administrative 
method5. In a state of emergency or in time of war a limited 
e<:nsorship may be imposed on the newspapers. publications and 
mass media in mailers related to public safety or purposes of 
national security in accordance 'with the law. 

Article 49 

The State shall guarantee tho freedom of scientific research 
and literary. artistic and cultural invention and provide the neces­

. s3ry means for its realisation. 

Article 50 

No citizen may bo prohibited from residing in any place ami 
no dtizen may be forced to reside in a particular place. exrept 
in the cases defined by the law .. . -

Article 5i . 

No citizen may be dernted from the country 01 prevented 
from returning to it. 

Article 52 

Citizens shall have the right to perman«'"t or temporary 
immigration. 

, 
-16 -
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The law'shall regulate Ihis righl and Ihe measures and condi-
tions of immigralion and leaving thl: countrj. ,. . . : 

,. Article 53 

T~o right" to political aayl~m sholl be guarar,tced by: Ihe' , 
State for every foreigner persecuted for defending the peoples' , 
interests, human rights, peace or justice.' . 

The extradition of political refugees is prohibited. 

• 
Article 54 

Citizens shall have the right to peaceable and unanned priv3te 
assemqly, without tho need for prior notice. Security mer. should 
not allend tl:ese private meetings. 

Public meeti"gs. proeesoions nnd gatherings are nllowed 
within the limits of the law. 

Aritlce 5' 

Citizens shall have the right to form societies as defined in 
th~ law. The establishlaent of ~oci'!ties whose. activities are 
hostile to the oocial system. clandestine or have, a military charnc-
ter is porhibited. .,. 

- Article 56 , 

The crea'tion of syndicates and unions on a democratic b~sis 
is a right gua,anteed by law. and shoul(~ave a moral entity. 

. The I~w regulates :thc participation of syndie~tes' and unions 
in ~arrying o~t the social programmes and plans. raisin!, the' 
stnndard of efficiency, consolidating the socialis! behavioc amOJig 
Ihcil'l)lel,lbers, and safegualding their funus. 

They are re.;>onsible for questioning their member, about 
their ~haviour in exercising th~jr ectivities according to certain . 

17 -
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codes·of.morals, nnd for defending the rights and liberties of their 
members as definod in the law. 

Article 57 

!'.ny assault. on individual freedom or on the invi61acility 
. of prIVate life of 'citizens and any other public tights and liocrties 

guaranteed by the Constitution and the Jaw shall be considered 
a crime, whose criminnl and civil lawsu;"t is not liable to.prescrip­
tion. The State shall grant a fair compensation to the victim of 
such an assault. 

Arricle 58 

The defence ofthemotherland is a sncred duty, and consc,ip­
tion is obligatory in accordance with the law. 

Article S9 i· 

.Safeguarding, con~olidating and preserving the socialist 
gains is a national·duty. 

Anicle 60 

Protecting national unity and keeping State secrets is the 
duty of every citizen. 

;;:-; . 

Article 61 
~" . 

Payment of taxes and public imposts is a duty, in accordance 
with the law. 

Arricle 62 

~: .. : 'Citizens shall have the right to vote, nomirate and' express 
their opinions in referendums according to the provisiohs of the 
law. Their participation in public life is a national dhty. 

"', .... : 

. , 

/ 

'. ~. =:. 
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Article 63 

Every indiyidual has the right to address public authroitics 
in writing and with his own signature. Addressing public auth,,­
rites should n0t be in tile name of groups, with the exception of 
disciplinary' organs and moral personalities. 

PART FOUR 

SOVEREIGNTY OF THE LAW 

Article 64 

Sovereig:lIY of the law shall be the basis of rule in the State. 

Article 65-

The State shall be subject to Jaw. The independcnco and 
immunity of the judiciary are two basic guarantees to safeguard 
rights and Iiberiies. 

Arrlcle 66 

Penalty shall be personal. 

There shall be no crime or penalty except by virtne of the 
law. No penalty shall be inflicted except by a judicial sentence. 
Penalty shall be inflicted only for acts committed subsequent 
to the promulgation of the law prescribing them. 

Arrlcle 67 

Any defendant is hinocent until he is proved guilty before 
a legal court, in which he is granted the right to defend himself. 

Every person accused of a crime must be provided with counsel 
for his defence. 

··(·~19-. 
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Article 68. 
; .. 

'The right to Iiiigation is ina)irnable for all, and every citizen 
has the right to refer to his competent judge. 

Tho Stnle shall gunrantce the nC~lIlblJjty of the Judicatun: 
. orsans to lill,anll, and tho rapidity of slatutin, on eascl. . 

Any provision in the law stipulating the immll'lity of aoy act 
or administrative decision from the contro! of the judicature is 
prohibited. 

Article S9 

Th~ right of defence in person or by mandate is guaranteed. 
The law shall grant the financially incapable citizens the means 
to .eso.t to justice and defend t~eir rights. 

Article 70 

No penal lawsuil shall be sued except by an order from a 
judicature organ and in cases definod by the law. 

Article 71 

Any person arrestoo or detained should be informed, forth­
with with the reasons for his arrest or delention. He h" the 
right to communicate, inform. and. ask the hclp of anyone as 
prescribed in the law. He must be faced, as soon as possible, 
with the charges directed against· him. 

Any person may lodge n complaint to the courts against any 
'measure taken to restrict his individual freedom. The law regula· 
tes the right of complaint in a mann,er ensuring a ruling regarding 
it within a definite period, or else release is imperalive. 

Article 72 

Sentences shall be passed and ~xccmed in Ihe name of Ihe 
people. Likewise, refraining to execute sentences or obstructing 

- 20-
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them on the part of the concerned civil servants is considered a 
crime punishable by law. In this case, those whom the sentence 
is in fav,our of, have the right to sue a direct penal law~uit ""fore , 
Ibo cotppetont court. 

i -
PART FlyE 

-' System of G~"emmenl 
/ 

CHAPTER ONE ,-... The Head of Slale 

~ Article 73 

The Head of State is the President of the Republic. Ho 
shall assert the sovereignty of the people, respect the Constitution 
and the supremacy of the law, safeguard the national unity and the 
socialist gains, and maintain the boundaries between atuhorit<s 
in a manner to ensure that each shall perform its role in the national 
action. 

Article 74 

If any danger threatens the national unity or t~e safety of the 
motherland or obstructs the constitutional role of the State institu· 
tions the President of the Republic shall take urgent measures 
to fa;" this danger, direct a' statement t~"th~ people and conduct 
a referendum on these measures within sixty days of its ad0ption. 

Article '75 

Th~ person to be elected President of q,e Republic must be 
an Egyptian born to Egyptian parents and i,njc;y civil and politicd 
righ$s. His age must ~Ol be less than 40 Greg"rian years. 

, .. , 
Article 76 ., . 

The People's' Assembly shall nominate the President of the 
Repubiic. The nomination shnll be referred to the people fllr a 
pIe bisci teo . 

21 ;...i.. 
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The 'nomination to the .post of President of the RepuLlic shall 
be made in the People's Assembly upon the proposal of at least 
one third of its member. 

The candidate who wins two-thirds of the votes of the As­
semb.,. members shall be referred to the people for a plebiscite. 
If no~e of the caiididates obtains the said majority the nomination 

. proeesss shall be repeated two days after the first VOlL·. The 
candidate winning the voteS with an absolute majcrity of the 
Assembly members shall be referred to the citizens for a plebiscite. 

. The candidate shall be. considered President 'Of the I~epublic 
when he obtains an absolute majority of the votes cast in the 
plebisci'e. 

If the candidaie aoes not obtain this majority, tht Assembly 
shall nominate' a,!Other eatJdidate and the same procedure shall 
be followed.' 

Article 77(-) 

. ' The term of die P~esidency is six Gregorian years starting 
from the date of the announcenment of the result of the plebiscite. 
The Plesident of the Republic may be rr-elected for other 
successive terms. 

Article 78 

Procedures for the choice of a new President of the Republic 
shall begin sixty days before the expiration of the term of the 
PresLdent in office. ~ 

The new President shall be selected at least one week before 
. th~ expiraticn of the term. Should this term expire without the 
chojce of the new President being made for any reason)Yhatsoe--'t .. ! 

- I 
• Amended according to people consensus to approve the! results of 
the May 22, 1980 referendum. 
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vcr,. the former President shall continue to exercise his functions 
until his s'lIccessor is elected. 

Article 79 

Before exerctsmg his powers, the President shall take the 
following oath before the People's Assembly. 

"I swear by Almighty God to uphold the Republican system 
with loyalty, to respect the Constitution and the law, to look after 
the interests of the people fully and to .afeguard the independence 

.and territorial integrity of the motherland" . 

Article 80. 

The salary of the President of thc Rcpublic shall be fixed by 
by law. Any amendment in the salary shall not come into force 
during the presidential.term in which 'it is decided upon. 

The President of the Republic may not receive any other 
salary or remuncratiou . 

Article 81 

During his term tlte President of the Republic may not exer­
. cise any free profession or undertake any commerical, financial 
or industrial activity. Nor may Ite acquire or take on lease any 
State property, sell to or exchange with the Slate any property of 
his whatsoever. 

Article 82 

If on account of any temporary. obstacle the President of the 
Republic is unable to carry out his functions, he shall delegate his 
powers to a Vice-President . 

Article 83 

In case of resignation, the President shall address the. lelter' 
of resignation to the People's, Assembly. 

'-t 
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A.rtlde 84. ; .. 

In case of the vacancy of the Presidential Office or the per­
. manent disability of the President of the Republic, the President 

or th~ People'5 Assembly shall temporarily assume the Presidency; 
, und,lf utthattimo, the People', Amm~ly is dlllOlvcd, the President 

of the Supreme Constitutional -Court shall take over the Preside­
dency, however, on condition that neither one shall nominate 
himself for the Presidency. 

The People's Assembly shall then prc>claim the ,.acancy of 
the olTiee of President. The President of the Republic shall be 
chosen within a maximum pcriod of sixty days from the day of 
the vacancy of the Presidential 'Office. 

Article 85 

Any charge against the President of high treason or of com­
milling a criminal act shall be made upon a proposal by at lea~t 
one-third of the mcmbers of the People's Assembly. No impea­
chment shall be issued except upon the approval of a majority of 
two-thirds of the Assembly members:" 

The President shall be suspended from the eAercise of his 
duty as from the issuance of the impeachment. The Vice-Presi­
dent shall take over the Presidency .temporarily until the decision 
concerning the impeachll)ent is tak~n. . -

The President of the Republic shall be tried by a special 
tribunal set up by law. The law shall also erganise the trial 
procedures and define the penalty. 

If he is found guilty, he shall be relieved of his post, without 
prejudice to other penalties. 
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. CHAPTER U 

THE LEGISLATURE 

, 
i The People'li A~scmbl~ 

Article 8'6 _.' 
The People's Assembly shall cxercise the legislative power 

and approve the general policy of the State, the general plan of 
economic and social development and the general budget of the 
State. It shall exercise control over the work of the executive 
authority in the manner prescribed by the Constitution. 

Article 87 

The law shall determine the constituencies into which the 
State shall be divided and the number of elected members ·of the 
People's Assembly must be at least 350 persons, of which one half 
at least must be workers and farmers elected by direct secret public 
balloting. 

The definition of the worker and the farmer shall be made 
by law. 

The President of the Republic may !lPpoint a number of 
mem~rs not exceeding ten. 

- A~licle 88 

The necessary conditions stipulated in the members ~f the 
Pople's Asserilbly shall be defined by law .... / The rules of election 
and referendum shall be determined by la,,'; while the ballot shall 
be ·.conducted under tbe supervision of members of a jUdiciary. 
organ. 

. .. 
Article 89 

Employees of the State and of the public sector may nominate 
themselves for membership in the People's Assembly. The 
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member of the People's Assembly shall devote himself to member· 
ship in the Assembly excepiin cases specified by law. His post 
or work shaJl be held over for him in accordance with the proviso 
ions of the law. 

Article 90 
. . ' 

The member of the People's Assembly shaJl\:(ke the following 
oath before the Assembly before enteting upon his dutie~ : 

"r swear by God Almighty, that r shall preserve the safety 
of the nati,?n and the Republican regime, ~hall attend to th!: intere· 

·sts bf the people and shall respe9t the Constitution and the law". . . 
Article 91' 

Members of th~ P~ople's Assembly shall-receive a remunera· 
tion determiped by the law. 

Article 92 

'The duration of the' People's Assembly term is five Gregorian 
years from the date of its firSt meeting. 

Elections for renewal of the Assembly shall take place within 
the sixty days preceeding the termination of the term. 

Article 93 

The People's Assembly shall be the only authority compo'· 
tent to decide upon the validity of its members. A Court of, 
~assa:tion shall be competent to investigate the validity of con testa· 
tion presented to the Assembly, on being referred to it by the 
!'resident of the Assembly. The contestation shall be referred to' 
th.Court of Cassation within fifteen days as from the date on which 

,tbe Assembly was informed of it, wbile the inv~stigation ~hall be 
completed within-ninety days from the date on wfiieh the ~ontesta. 
tioll is refelTed to tbe Cuurt of Cassation. ' 
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. The ~esult of the investigation and the decision reached by 
the Court shall be submitted to the Assembly to decide upon the 
validity of the contestation within sixty days from the date of 
submission of· the result of the investigation to the Assembly. 

. The membership will not be deemed' invalid except by • 
decision taken by a majority of two·thirds of the Assembly mem· 
bers. 

. Article 94 

rf the seat of a member becomes vacant before the end of 
his term, a successor shall be elected or appointed to it, within 
sixty days from the date of the communication to the Assembly 
of the occurrence of the vacancy. 

The term, of the nc'w member shall extend until the end of 
the term of his predecessor. 

Article 95 

No member ofthe People's Assembly shall,during his mandate, 
purchase or rent any State property; or lease or sell to the State 
or barter with it regarding any part of his property, or conclude 
a contract with the St,.te in his capacity as entrepreneur, imr~lrter 
or contractor. 

Article 96 

No memberShip in the People's Assembly shall be 'revoked 
exCept on the grounds of loss Qf confidence or status or of one of 
the conditions of membership, or the loss of the member's status 
as a worker or farmer upon which he was elected or the violati~n 
of the member's mandate. The membership shall be deemed 
invalid on the grounds of a decision taken by a majority of two· 
thirds of the Assembly mem~rs . . , 

" 
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A;ilcle 97 ; .. 

The People's As~mbly alonc .may accept thl' resienation of 
ita members. 

;Crrltl, 98 

Mem.,bers of the People's A~sembly shall not be censured for 
any opiniOns or thoughts expressed by them in the performllnce 
of their t,sks in the Assembly or its committees. 

Article 99 

No member of the People's Assembly shall h< s:Jbject to a 
C"iminal prosecution without the permission of the Assembly 
except in cases of flagrante ddicto. 

If the Assembly is not in sessi~n, the permission of the Presi­
dent of the Assembly must be taken. 

The Assembly must be notified of the measures taken in its 
first subsequent session. 

Article 100 

The seat of the People's Assembly shall be Cairo. However, 
in exceptional circumstances, it may meet in another city, at the 
request of the President of the Republic or lhe majority of the 
Assembly members. ' 

Any meeting of the Assembly in other than its designat~ 
se~t is illicit and tho resolutions passed in it shall be considered 
invalid. 

Article 101 

, The President ';f the Republic shall con"oke the People's 
Assembly for its ordinary annual session before the second Thurs­
day of November. If it is noi convoked, the Assembly shall -
meet, by force of the Constitution, on the said day. The session 
of the ordinary meeting shall continue for at least seven months. 
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The President of th~ 'Republic shall declare the ordinary ses­
sion closed, which may not iake place- until the general budget of 
Ihe Sla;te is approved. .' 

I 

i ;Crtlcle 102 / :~ .•• <it ,.. , . 
The President of the Republic may call the People's Assembly' 

to an extraordinary meeting, in case of necessity, or upon a request 
signed by a majority of the Assembly members. ' 

The President 'of the Republic shall announce the dismissal 
of the extraordinary meeting. 

Article 103 

The People's Assembly shall elect, in the first meeting of its 
ordinary annual session, a president and a vice-president for the 
term' of the session. If the seat of anyone of them is vacated, 
the Assembly sha II elect a replacement, whose tenn will last until 
the end of his predecessors term. _' 

Article 104 

The People's Assembly shall lay down its own'rules of proce­
dure organising the manner of the fulfilment <if its tasks. 

.:: 

Article lOS 
. ' 

The People's Assembly alone' shall be entitled, to presetv( 
order inside it. The President of the Assembly shall be entrusted 
wi th this task.') 

Article 106 
" , 

The meetings of the People's Assembly shail be publ..,. He: 
wever, 'a meeting in camera may be held at the request of the President' 
of the' Republic or of the government or of its Prime Minister or 
at least twenty of its members. The Assembly shall then decide' 
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whether the debate on th~ question submitted to it shall take place­
in a public meeting or in a meeting in camera. 

Article 107 

The meeting of the Assembly shall be considered invalid 
if the majority of its members are not prese~t.;· The resolution of 
the Assembly shall te adopted by an',absolute majority df the at- i' 

: 
tending member~" in cas~~ other than those for which a specific 
majority is required. Every article of the draft laws shall be put 

. t!> a vote. In case of a tie vote, the question on whicli the debate 
had taken place shall be ,rejecte~. 

Article 108 

The President of the Republic shal! have the right, in case 
of necessity or in exceptional cases and on the authorisation of 
the People's Assembly upon the approval of a majority of two-

, .•. thirds of its members, to issue rosolutions having the force of law. 
Tbe authorisation mu~t b. for a limited period of time durihg which 
the subkets of the resolutions and the grounds upon which they, 
a!e based, must be r1eterm'ned. The resolutions must be submit· ' 
ted to the People's Assembly in th." first meeting after ihe end of 
the authorisation period. If !hey are not suemitted or if they 
are submitted and not approved by the A.,embly, they shall cease 
to have th·, forc.: of law. 

Article 109 
~ 

" The Preside::n of the Republic and every member of the 
People's Assembly shall have the right to propose laws. 

,- , Article 110 
'. ~; '~ .. '/ Every draft law shall be referred to a committee/or the As· 

sembly whieh' will study it and submit a report cohcerning it. 
Draft laws presented by members of the People's Assembly shall 
Dot be referred to thi~ committee unless they are first referred to 
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a speCial committee which will study them and give an opinion on 
the 'suitability of their consideration by the Ass(mbly and after 
the Assembly decides to consider them. 

Article III 

·Every draft law proposed by a m<m1:<r and rejected by the 
Assembly r3nnOl be presented again in the cuurse of the same 
session. 

Article 112 

The President of the Republic shall have the right to promul­
gate laws or object to them. 

'Artlcle 113 

ff the President of the Republic objects to a draft law ratified 
by the People's Assembly he shal! refer it back to the Assembly 
within thirty days from' the Assembly's communication of it. 
ff the draft law is not referred back within this period, it is consi· 
dered a law and shal! be promulgated. 

ff it is referred back to the Assembly on the said date and 
approved once again by a majority of two-thirds of the memo 
bers, it shall be considered ~ law and shall be promulgated. 

Article 114 

The People's Assembly shall approve the general plan for 
economic and social development. 

The manner of the preparation of the 'plan and of its submis. 
sion to the People's Assembly sholl be detfrmined by law. 

Article liS 

The draft general b~d~et shall be submitted to the People" 
Assembly at least two months before the beginning of the fiscal 

year. 

It shall be considered in elTect aftel approval. 
., 
': 
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The draft budget shan be voted upon title by title and shalr 

be promulgated by Ii law. The Pe'ople's Assembly may not effect 
any modification in the draft buds"t excepl with Ihe approval 
of the governmcnl. [n case Ibe ratificalion of Ihe new budget 
does not lake place before the beginning of the fiscal year, the old 
budgel shall be Deled on pending such ralification. . 

Tbe manner of Ihe prepartion of Ihe budgel as well as the 
doterminalion of the fiscal year shall be .determined by law. 

Article li6 . 

The .1pproval of the People's Assembly shall be considered 
necessary for the transfer of~ny funds from one litle of the budget 

. to anoth" til/e. as well as for any expenditure not included in it 
or excess of its estimates. and Ihis shall be issued by a law. 

Article 117 _ 

The provisions legulating the budgets and accounts of public 
organisations and organisms shall be prescribed by law. 

Article 118 

The final accounl of the State budget shall be submitted to 
the People's Assembly within a period not exceeding cne year from 
the date of the expiration of the .fiscal year. • 

It shall be voted upon title by title and issued by a law. 

The annual report of Ihe Central Agency for Accounting 
and its observations must be submitted to the People's Assembly. 
The Assembly has Ihe right 10 demand from the Central Agency 
for Accounting any data or other pertinent reports. 

Article 119 

The imposition, mimdification or abolilion of general laxes 

cannot be ellected CKcept in the cases decreed by law. 
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No on~ may be exempted from their payment except !n the 
cases specified by law. -. '. - . 

Nb one may be asked to pay additiona.' 

except in the .. cases specified by law, 

. 
Article 120 

taxes or imposts 

The basic rules for collection of public funds and the proce­
dure for their disbursement shall be regulated by law. .- . .. 

Article 121 

ThO' Executive' Authority shall not contract a loan, or hi,,Ii 
itself to a project entailing expenditure of funds from the Stale 
Tnasury in the course of a subsequent period, except With the 

approval of the People's Assembly. 

Article 122 

The rules governing the granting 'of salaries, pension~, inde­
mnities, subsides and bonuses from Ihe State Treasury shalTOe 
delermined by law which shall also regulate the,cases ~xcePte~ 
from these rules; and the authorities charged With thelT app"-

cation. . ~-. 

Article 123 

The rules and procedures (or granlingconcess.ion~ rdati~g 
to inve.stmeni ofth. sources ofnatuml wealth and ofpub"c uu"tles 
shall be determined by law; disposal, free of charge, of real estate 
properties belonging to the State or the ceding of moveable pro­
perties of the State, aijd the rules and problems relating to them. 

shall also be ,determined by law, . ., . 

Article 124 

Every member of the People's Assembly shall be entitl~d to 
address questions to the Prime Minister or any of hiS depulles or 

. ; 
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the Ministers or their deputies concerning matters. within their 
jurisdiction. 

The Prime Minister, his deputies, the Ministers and the 
persons they delegate on their behalf shall answer the questions 
rut to them by mem bers. 

. ,. 
The member may withdraw his quest ibn' at any time; this 

same question may not be transformed into an interpciJution in i 
the same session. 

r: . 

Article 125 
'. 

Every niember of the P~opte's Assembly shall' be entitled 
to address inteprellations to the Prime Minsittr or his deputies 
or the Ministers.oqheir deputies concerning matters whithin their 
jurisdiction: . 

Debate on an interpellation shall take place atleart seven days 
after its submission. except in the cases of urgency as decided by the 

...... Assembly and wirh rhe government's conscnt. 

Ar/ide 125 

The Ministers shall be responsible collectively for the general 
policy of the State befor.th~ People's Assembly; alsocvery Minsiter 
shall be responsible for the acts of his Ministry. 

The People's Assembly may decide" to withdraw its confi· 
dence from any of the Prime Minister's deputies or from many of 
th: Ministers or their deputies. ' . 

A motion of no confidence should not be submitted except 
after an interpellation. Such a motion shOUld be proposed by 
·O'ne-tenth of the Assembly's members. 

~~ - I 

':".: The Assembly should not decide on such a-motion/until after 
at least three days from the date of its presentation. I 
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Withdrawal of confidence shall be pronounced hy the majority 

of th~ me'mber.; of the Assembly. 

Article 127 

The People's Asserpbly shall determinc the responsibility of 
the' Prime Minister. on a proposal by olle-tenth of Its members . 
Such a dccision should be tal en by the majority of the memter> 
of the Assembly. It may not be taken except after an interpella­
tion addressed to the government, and aftel at least three days 

from the date of its preSentation. 

In the event that such responsibility is detellnined, the As­
sembly shall submit a report to the President c.f tl e Republic 
including the ele ents of the subject, the conclUSIOns reached on 
the matter and the reasons behind it. 

The Presioent of tlie Rerublic may return such" report to 
the Assembly within ten days. If the Assembly ratifies it. once 
again, the President of the Republic may put the suhJect of. dlSc~rd 
to a rcferendum. Such a referendum shall take place wtlh~n thmy 
d:.ys from the date of the last ratification of the Assembly, III wluch 
case the Assembly sessions shall be ternunated .. 

If the lesult of the refe~endum is ill support of the govern-

t the Assembly shall be considered dissolvcd, otherwise the 
men, C '1 
President of the Republic shall accept the resignation of the ouncl 

of Ministers. 

Ar/ide 128 

If the Assembly withdraws its confidence from ~ny of ~he 
Prime Minister'S deputies or of the Ministers or of theIT deputies, 

they shall resign their office. 

The Prime Minister shall submit his resignation to t~e Presi­
dent of the Republic if he isfound responsible before the People's. 

Assembly. 
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A.rtle!e 129 
; .. 

Any twenty member~, at' leasl, of the People's Assembly may 
ask for Ihe discussion of a public queslion 10 ascertain the govern­
ment's policy regarding such a quesiion, 

Article 130 

The members of the People's Assembly shall be entitled to 
express their. opinions concerning public que~lions before Ihe 
Prime Minister or any of his depUlies or of the Ministers. 

. Article 131 

The People's Assembly shall form an ad hoc committee or 
. entrust any of its committees wilh Ihe inspection of the activities 
of any of the administt31ive departmenls or the general establis­
ments or any administrative or execulive organ or any of Ihe 
public projects, for Ihe purpose of finding i'acls and informing Ihe 
Assembly as to the actual financial or administrative or cconomil' 
positions or for conuucting investigations into a subject related 10 

one of the said activities. 
.... 

In the course of its work, such a commillee shall be entitled 
to collect whatever evidence it deems necesfary alld to subpoena 
all thosc it needs. All execulive and administrative bodies ,haJJ 
answer the demands of Ihe commiitee and put under its disposal 
all the documents and .. vidence it. asks for Ihis purpose. 

Article 132 

At Ihe inaugural meeting of Ihe ordinary session of Ihe People's 
Asscnlbly, the Presidenl of Ihe Republic shall give a statement of 
the general policy oflhe Slate. He shall also give other statements 
before Ihe Assembly. • 

The Assembly is entitled to discuss the slatemenl of the 
President of the Republic. 
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A.rticle J 33_ 

After the formation of the Cabinet and at the inaugural 
meeting of the ordinary session of the People's Assembly, t~ 
Prime/Minister shall submit the programmme of the goverl\menl", . 

The people:s Assembly is entitlea to discuss such prograAlme .. 

Article 134 

The Prime Minister, his deputies, the Minsiters anCt their 
deputies may be~';;"'e members of the People's Ass~mbly. Those 
of them who are not members may attend the. sesSIonS and com­

mittees Gf the Assembly . 

Article 135 

The Prime Minister and Minislers shan be heard in the People's 
Assembly and its committees whenever they request to speak, 

They may be assisled by high-ranking ofl'iciuls. 
, . 

A Minister shall have no counted vole when votc~ are ~a~~.n. 
ullles.s he is a member. 

Article \36 

The President of the Republic shall.Dot dissolve the People's 
Assembly unless it is necessary and after a referendum oflhe people. 
The President of the Republic shull issue a 'decision tcrminalin~ t~e 
sessions of the Assembly'and cellducling a referendum ~Ith?, 
thirly.days ... If the to.tal majority of the voters app~ove Ihe. dis­
solution of the Assembly, the President of t~.~ RepublIc shall ISsue 

the decision of dissolution. . 

'. The decision dissolving the Assembly shall comprise an in- . 
vitation to th~ electors to conduct new elcct.i9ns for the ~eople's 
Assembly within a period not exceeding sixty days from .he date 

of the 'declaration of the referendum results. 

The new Assembly shall convene during a period of ten days 

following the completion of elections. 
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CHAPTER III 

The Executive 

SECTION I 

The President of the Republic 

. " , .. 
Article 137 

The President of tht Republic shall assume executive power 
and shall exerci$;, it in the manner stipulated in the Constituticn. 

- Article. 138 

The President of the Republic, in conjunction with the govern­
ment, shall lay dClIvh the general policy of the State and supervise 
its implementation in [he. manner prescribed in the Constitution. 

Article 139 

.' The Preside~t of the Republic may appoint one or more 
Vice-Presidents, define their jurisdiction and relieve them of tl.eir ; 
posts. 

The rules relating to the calling into accoent of the President 
of the Ropublic shall be applicable to the Vice-Presidents. 

Article 140 
. .,. .. 

Bcfore exercising his functions, the Vice-President Shall take 
th;Collowing oath before the President of the Republic : 

. _ . "I swear by Almighty God to uphold the RepUblican system 
'with loyalty, to respect the Constitution and tlieJaw, to jook after 

••. the'interests of the' pepple fully and to safeguard the in&pendence 
and territorial- integrity of the motherland". i 
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Articl. 141 

The President of the Republic shall appoint the Prime MIDis­
ter, his deputies, the Ministers nnd their deputies and relieve them 

of their posts. . 

Article 142 

The President of the Republic Shall have the right to call a 
meeting of the Council of Ministers and to attend its meeting. 
He shall also preside over·the meetings he attends. He shall be 
entitlcd to demand reports from the Ministers. 

Article 143 

The President of the Republic Shall appoint the civil and 
military officials, and the diplomatic representatives, and dismi~s 
them in the manner prescribed by the law. He shall also accredJl 
the diplomatic representatives of foreign States. 

Article 144 

The President of the Republic shall issue the necessary regula­
tions for the implementation of the laws, in the manner that would 
not modify, obstruct or exempt them from execution. He shall 
haw the right to vest others with authority to issue them. The' 
law may determine whoever issues the decisions requlste or Its 

implementation. 

. Article 145 

The President of the Republic shall issue the control regula­

tions . 

Article 146 

The President of Republic shall issue the decisions necessary 

for organising the public s"'vi~es an~ inter~sts. 
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Article. 147 
.' ; .. 

'n case it becomes necessary, during the recess between the 
sessions of the People's Assembly, to take meaSUres which cannot 
sulTer delay, the President of the Republic shall issue decisions in 
Iheir respect, whieh shall havc the force or law. 

Such decisions must be submitted to the People's Assembly 
",ithin fifteen dnys from their date of issuance if the Assembly is 
standing. In case of dissolut.ion or recess of the Assembly, they 
shall be submitted at its first meeting. In case they are not sutmit­
ted, tI,eir force of law disappears with retroactive elTect, 'without 
need for issuing a decision to this elTcct. If they are submitted 
and are nol ratified, their fGTCe of law disappears with retroactive 
effect, unless the Assembly ratifies their I'alidity in the previous 
period or settling their eifect, in another way . 

Article 148 

The President of the Republic shall proclaim a state of emer­
gency in the manner prescribed by the law. Such proclamation 
must be submitted to the People's Assembly within the subsequent 
fifteen days in order that the Assembly may take a decision thereon. 

In case the People's Assembly is dissolved, the matter shall 
be submitted to the new Assembly at its first meeting. 

In all cases. the proclamation of the state of emergency shall 
be for a limited period, which may not be extended unless by ap­
proval of the Assembly. 

Article 149 

The President of the Republic shali have the right of granting 
amnesty or commute a sentencc.· 

As for general amnesty, it can only be granted by virtue 
of a law. 
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Article ISO 

The Presidenl of the Republic shall be the Supreme Com­
mander.: of Ihe Armed Forces. He shall be Ihe authority' who 
declareS war, afler Ihe approval of the People's Assembly,;. : .... 

Artit! 151 

The President ··f Ihe Republic shall conclude trealies and 
communicale them. to Ihe People's Assembly, accompaniea with 
a suitable clarification They shall have the force of law after 
their conclusion, ratification and publication according 10 the 

established procedure. 

However, peace lreaties, allianr.e pacts, commercial and 
maritime and all the treaties involving modifications in the ter­
rilory of the State, or having connection with the rights of soverei­
gnlY, Or which lay upon the TreJsury of the State certain charge! 
not provided for in the budget, must acquire the approval.of the 

People's Assembly. 

Article 152 

The President of the Republic may call a referendum of the 
people on important matters affecting iiie 'supreme interests of 

the country. 

SECTION II 

The GO\'cromcnl 

A'rticl, 153 

The government shali be the supreme exccuti"e and adllli-' 
trative.'organ of the State. It shali consist of the Prirr.e Minister. 
his deputies, the Mini"ters and their deputies. The Prime 
Minister shall supervise the work of the government. 
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I Article 154 

'Whoever is appoiriied Minisler or De' " -
an Egyplian, no less Ihan 35 G ' puty-M'O/ster must be 
f " regorlan years of ag d ' , 
ull <'JVJI and polilical righls, ,e, an enJoYing 

Article 155 

Before exercising'the fUnclions of th',;' , 
of the Cahinet shall I'lke Ih' r II' elr posts, Ihe members i ' 
f 'c 00 oW,ng o'llh ber 'II I ' , o the Republic: . ' ore, Ie 'resluent' 

.~ .. 

, ".1, swear by Almighly God to u h' , .•. 
'wllh loyally, 10 respect' Lhe -c ,(J old Ih .. Republican syslem 
f' onslltUllon and Ihe , I 

a ler Ihe inlerests of Ihe peo I r II aw, to ook 
pcndence and lerritorial inlePgr:tyu OfY'lh

and 
10 hsafrl;uard I"e inde­

e mot erland tt
• - .;: 

Article 156 

The Cabinet sh II ' 
cular : a exerCise the fOllowing functions in parti. 

a) la~ing down Ihe 'general policy of the State . . 
liS Imple~lentalion in collaboration with the' P:~~i;ontrolJmg: 
Republic m accoraanee wilh the Presidential I td

nt 
of the 

aws an decrees. 
b) Directing, co·ordinating and f II . 

ministries Ih' lf'I' 0 OWmg up the works of the 
, elr a I lated organs and Ihe hi' 

and institutions. ' pU Ie .o'ganisations 

c) Issuing ad " . mlO/stratlve and executive d " . 
with the laws and ,,ecISions In accordance 

"mentation, decrees, as well as supervising their imple. 

d~ Preparing the draft laws and decrees.' 

~c~,':?reparfn, the ,draft or the ,enerai dudget 'of the S~tc. 
f) Preparing the State's overall plan. • . 
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'g) Contracling and granting loans in accordance with the rules 
of the Conslitution, 

h) Supervising lhe implemenlation of laws, maintJmmg Stale 
securilY and protecting Ihe rights oflhe cilizens and the interests 
of the State, 

Artic'le 157 

The Minister shall be Ihe administrative suprcme chicf of his 
• l)Iinistry. lie shall undertake Ihe laying down of Ihe minislry's 

policy in the framework of'lhe State's general policy, and shall 
undertake its implementati9n. 

Article 158 

During the term of his (llfice, the Minister shall not practice 
a free profession - a commerical or financial or industrial occupa­
tion, buy or renl any State porperly, or lease or sell to or barter with 
the State any of his own property. 

Article 159 

The President of the Republic and the People's Assembly 
shall have the right 10 bring a minisler to trial for crimes com­
mittcd by him in the performance of, or because of, Ihe duties 
of his post. 

The decision of 'the ~People's Assembly to charge a minister 
shall be adopted upon a proposal submitted by a tleast one-fifth 
of its members. No indictmcnt shall be issued except by a majority 
of two-thirds of the membe~S of the Assembly. 

Article 160 

Any minister indicted shall cease to function until his case is 
decided. '. " 
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The term;niation of his services shall not prevent I~gal action 

.being taken or pursued against film. The trial of a minister, the 
procedures and guarantees of the trial, and the indictment shall be 
in accordance with the manner prescribed by the law. These 
rules shall be in force with regard 10 Ihe Depuly Ministers. 

SECl10NDI 

The Local Administration , 

Ar/ide ·161 . 

The Arab Republic of Egypt shall ;,e divided into administra­
tivo unit5, enjoying moral entities, among which shall be gover­
norates, cifies and villages. Other administrative units may be 
established, having moral entities, if this may be required by the 
commOD in terest. 

Ar/ide 162 

L"cal People's Councils shall be gradually formed, on the le\'el 
of administrative units, by direct election, providing that half of 
their members at least shall be workers and farmers. 

The law shall provide for the gradual transfer of authority to 
them. 

Presidents and Vice-President, of the Coullcils ,hall be 'selec­
led from among their members by mean· of elections. 

Ar/ide 163 

The law shall prescribe the way of formation of the Local People's 
Councils, their competences.their financial resources,the guaranlees 
for their members, their relations to the People's Assembly and to 
the government, and their role in preparing and implementing 
the development plan and in controlling the various activities. 
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SECl10N IY 

i The National Specialized Counc!ls 
/ 

i Articlr 16~ 
-' . 

s . ecialized councils shall he establis~ed on the nat~onal 
level t~ ossist in laying down the general pol;cy of ~he !t:';~t~ 
fields of natio~tal endeavour. There COUIlCI s are 0 I 
to the President or'the Republic. 

A Pr~s\dential decree shall determine 

tions of each council. 

the formation and fune-

CHAPTER IV 

The Judiciary Authority 

Ar/ide 165 

. The Judiciary Authority shall be independe~t. ft shall be 
. d by courts of justice of different sorts and classes. whIch 

exerclSC "d 'th the law 
shall issue their judgements In accor a~::e WI. . 

. Arlicle 166 

J~dges shall be i~dep:ndent: subject 

but the law. 

to no other zutltorit) 

, 

N' authority may intervcne in the ca;e; or in justice affairs. 
a , . 

Ar/iell' 167 
.' . .-

. ;~ . 

The law shall determine the judiciary organisations and their 
functions, organise the way of their formation. presetlbe I~e 
conditions and measures for the appointment. and transfer of theIr 

members. 
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Articfe 168 

The status of judges shall b . 
regul h ". e Irrevocable The la 

ate t e dIScIplinary actions With d' W 
regar to them. 

Article 169 . 

shall 

. The sessions of the courts shall be ';. . 
decIdes to hold the' . made publIc, un~ss a Court i . 

m In camera . for consid' . 
order or morality In "II . ' eratlcns of public! 
• .' u cases, judg h' 
m public sesstons.· ements s aU be pronounced 

• Article 170 

The people shall contribute' in . " .'. 
cordance with tI,e.manner and th I' mamtamln~ JUStIce, in ac-

'.. . ' e Imlts, presCllbed by the law. 

Article 171 

Thc law shall regulate the or anisa . '... ... 
Courts, and prescribe their c g tlOn of the State Security 
falfilled by those Who 0n;;erences and the conditions to be 

occupy t e offIce of judge in them. . 

Article 172 

. The State Council shall be an ind ' .. 
tlon which has th ependent JudICIary organisa-
. e competence of d .. . . 

dIsputes, and diSCiplinary c TI eCISlons In administrative 
other competences. a5Os. Ie law shall determine it. . . 

Article 173 

. A SUpreme Council presid d :.. 
Bepublic, shall supervise ;he affa~rs ~ver b! t?~ President of Ihe 
TiJe law shall prescribe it r . f the jUd!clary organisations. 

. ruI'. s .ormatlon its co I' . 
•.. es of aCllon. ]t shall b '. mpe enc~s, and lis 

I - e consulted wllh'- d . 
aws organiSing the affairs of th . d" regar I? Ihe draft 

e jU IClary organisations. 
o· 

4ff -

, ,; 

. CHAPTER V 

Supreme CODstitutioDal Court 
I 

Article 174 

The Supreme Constilutional Court shall be an independent 
jUdiciary hody, having its own moral person in the Arab Republic 
of Egypt, and having its seat in Cairo. 

.. Article 17S 

. The Supreme Constitutional Court alone shall undertake 
the judicial control in respect of the. constitutionality of the laws. 
and regulations, and shalf undertake ihe explanation of the legisla­
tive texts, all of which in accordance with the manner prescrib­
ed by the law. 

The law shall determine the other competences of the court, 
and regulate the procedure to be followed before it. 

Article 176 

The law shall organise the way of formation of the Supreme 
Constitutional Court, and preseribe tho conditons required in its 
members, their rights and iinmunities. 

Article 177 

The status of members of the Supreme Constitutional Court 
shall be irrevocable. The Court shall call to account its member., 
in the manner prescrIbed by the law . 

Article 178 

The judgement iss\led' by' the Supreme Constitutional Court 
In constitutional cases, and its decisions concernins the inter· 
pretatlon of legislative texts, ~hall be published In the Oll'iclal 
Gazette. The laW shall organise the elfccts subsequent to a 

. decision concerning the inco.nstitutionality of a legislative text." 
."~ 
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, . . ... . .. 
" ,. ", "CHAPTER VI 

• 'The Socialist Pu~'ie Prosecutor 

ArtIcle 179 

The Sntlnll.t Puhllt !'rcoeCUlor ahnll lie ' 
Ing Ihe "raredurc. which secure Ihe ea ' r~8pan.lhlo for Ink· 
the society and its pOlitical sy I' h P pIc s tI~hts, the safely of 
a~hievcmcnts. and commitm:n~~~ I t~epreserv?t,on of lhe socialist 
law shall define his othe ' ~oclahsl !x,haviaur. The 
h r Compelences He sh II be . 

[ e cootro! of the Prople's Assemb! " a Subject to 
prescribed by Jaw, ' y n accordance to Whal is 

CHAPTER VII 

Armed Forces and The National D ' C . e.lcnee oUDeil 

Article 180 

TI,e State alone sholl est"hlish the 
helong to the people. Their ~ut shall~rmed Force~, which sh .• 11 
safeguard its territory and se Y c 10 protcct the c untry, 
achievements of the popul c~;'ty, and prolret the socin;ist 

m sfrlle . . ,'. 

No organisation 
military formations. 

or group may 'establish T n1l Itary or sp.mi-

. The law shaH presc~ibe the co~diti . ' 
lion for the Armed F ons of serv,ce and promo. ·orees. ' . . 

Article 181 

General mobilisation shaH b 
the Jaw. e organised in accordance with 

Article 182 

A council shall be established h N' ' 
over which the President of th R' t bel' atlona! Defence Council, 

e epu 'c shall preside, and which 
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shall undertake the examina~ion of the matter pertaining to the 
methods of ensuring the safety and security of the country. The 
law shall prescribe itl other prerogatives. , 

/ Arlfc/e 183 

" 

I :: - .. , 

The law shall organise military judiciary, prescribing 1heir ' 
competences in the framework of the principles prescribed in the 

Constitution. ,-". CHAPTER VIII 

Police 

Article 184 

Police Authority shall be a civil disciplinary body. Its 
Supreme Chief shaH be the President of the RepUblic, ?olice 
Authority shaH perform its dUly in the peorle's services, maintain 
peace and security for the citi2e,;., prcserv~ order, public security 
and morality, and undertake the imp'lem~lItalion of the duties 
imposed upon it by laws and regulations, in the manner preseti· 
bed by the law. 

PART VI 

GENERAL' AND TRANSITIONAL 
-
PROVISIONS 

Article 185 ;)" 
The city of Cairo: shall be the capital of the Arab RepUblic 

o(Egypt., ' 
.. , 

Articl. ) 86 

The law shall prescribe the national flag and the provisions 
relating thereto, as well as the State emblem and the provisions 

relating thereto. 
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, Arlicle 187 

Provisions of the laivs shall apply only fr~m the date of their 
entry into force, and shall have no retroactive effect. However, 
provisions to the contrary may be made, in other than criminal 
matlers, with the approval of the majority. of the members of the 
People's Assembly. 

, " 

Article 188 

All laws slIall be Jiliblished in the Official Gazette within 
two weeks from': the d:Jte of their issll~nce. Th~y shall be put in 
force af!er a month following the date of their pUblication unless a~other date. is fixed for'that. ' ' 

;. .~: Article 189 

The President of the. Republic, as well as the People's As­
sembly, may request the amendment of one or more of tb.

e 
Consti­

tUtion articles. 

" The articles to be revised and the reasons justifying such amend­
ment must be men'tioned in the request for amendment. In case 
th~ request emanates from ti,e People's Assembly, it should be 
signed by at least one-third of the Assembly members. 

In a11 cases, the Assembly Shall discuss the amendment in 
principle, and the decision in this respect -'ha11 be tak~n by the 
majority of its memeers, If the request is rejected, the amendment 
of the same particular articles may not be requested again before 
the :xpiratioD of one year from the date of such rejection. 

If the People's Assembly approves the principle of reVision, 
the articles 'requested to be mended sha11 be discussed after two 
m~ths frolll the da te of the Said approval. ri the modification 

.,.is apprOVed by tw<i:thirds of the members of the, Assembly, it 
must be referred 'to the people for. plebiSCite. : 

", 

, d it shall be considered in force 
If the amendment IS approve, f th result of the plebiscite, 

from the date of the announcement 0 e , 

Article 190 I 
' , President of the Republic shall, be 

The term of the pre~?t f the date of announCIng 
h d f SIX years rom 

terminated at, teen 0 f the Arab Republic of Egypt, his election as PresIdent 0 , 

Article 191 

, , "laws and regulations pI ior to the 
All the prOVIsIons of the, h II ma'ln valid and in force, - , 'C !"tutlon 5 a re , 

proclamation of thIS ons I, ded in this ConstitutIon, 
they may be repealed or amen However, . 

Article 192 

, , i1s competences prescribed 
The Supreme Court. shall r"X~:~~t until the formation of the 

in the law concernI,ng Its estab '~ leted, 
Supreme Constitutional Court IS comp 

Article 193 

" , force as from the date ofannoune-
This Constitution shall be m, h' ct in the plebi~cite, 

ing the approva 0 t e , I f h Peoplt m t IS respe , 

PART SEVEN 

New Rulings 

CHAPTER I 

Th~ Shoun Asscmbly' 

Article 194 

'.' ncerned with the study and pro" 
The Shoura Assembly IS co TVe the principles of the 

posal of what it deems necessary to prese 

• Aclvlsory Councll. 

..• ~ 
-61.-



, . . ... . .. . , July 23, 1952 Revolution and the M . 
consolidate national unity and ;'. I ay IS, 1971 Revolution, to 

• . SocIa peace t . 
. of the Working forces of th I ' 0 protect Ihe alhance 

e .peop e and the s . J' . 
as the basic components of S" OCla lsI gams as well 

A I'b . oClely, Its SUpreme v I . . 
~n... I erlles and its publl'C d t' a ues, Its TIghts 
j .. II les, and to e t h h 

t 0 -001811sl systom and widen il . n rene. t e d.moera-· 
: . I lCope, 

Article 195 

The Shoura Assembly shall be : 
. consulted m the fOllOWing 

. I.-Proposals for the amendment of 
of the Constitution. one or more articles 

2.-Draft laws complementary 
to the Constitution. 

3.-Draft of the general ian ~ . 
ment. , p or SOCIal and economic develop' 

4.-Peace treaties, alliances and II . 
territorial integrity of the State or th a treatle~ affecting the 
rights. osc concemmg sovereignty 

the 
5.-Draft laws r~ferred to the A 
Republic. ssembly by the President of 

6.-Whatever matters referred to th . 
del.t of the Republic relative t th e Assembly by the Presi­
its policy regarding Arab ~ ~ general policy of the State"r 

or .ore.'gn affaIrs. 

The Assembly shall submit t h . 
and the People's Assembly its ?t e PreSident of the Repbulic 

The Shoura 
mem bers defined 

OpinIon on such matters . 

, 
Artide 196 

Assembly shall be composed of b 
b h . anum er of 
y t e law, not less than 132 memb ers. 

- 152-
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Two thirds of the members shall be elected by direct secret 
public balloting~ half of wnom at least must be workers and far­
mers. ( 

T~e Presj~ent of the Republic shall appoi'nt the other ,thi.rd~ ,. . , 
Article 197 

The law shall determine the electoral constitutencies of the 
Shoura Assembly, the number of members in every constjtuency, 
and the necessary conditions stipulated in the elected or appointed 
members of the Shoura Assembly . 

Article 198 

The term of membership of the Shoura Assembly is six years, 
whereas renewed election and appointment of 50% of the tot "I 
number of members, whether elected or appointed, is every three 
years as defined by law. 

It is always possibl. t,; re-ekct or re-appoint thosc' whosc 
Rlembership has expired. 

Article 199 

The Shoura· Assembly shall elect. a president and two vice, 
presidents at its first ordinary annual se~sion for a period of three 
years. If one of these offices becomes vacant, the Assembly shall 
elect 'a successor for the "res) of;.lhe term. 

Article 200 

No member can hold office in both· the People's Assembly 
aI\d the Shoura Asseipbly at one and the same time. , .. , 

Article 201 

The Prime Minister and his deputies, the ministers and govern­
. ment officials shall not be held responsible to the Shoura As­
sembly .. 

.: ' 
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Article 202 

'The President of the Republic has the right to make a state_ 
ment upon the general policy of the state or upon any other matter 
before a joint meeting of the People's Assembly and the Shoura 
Assembly, headed by the Speaker of the People's Assembly, 

Tho President of the Republic has the right to make whatever 
statements he" wishes' before the Shoura As~embly. 

Article 203 

The"prime it;inister and the minisJers and ,.oth,' P'O-.rumCnt 
officials· may make stat~ments beforc tho Sh,,"r, Assembly or 

'before One of,its committees UPOII'3 .ubject thet c"mc~ wirhin his competence. 

The prinie niinlsrer and his deputies and other government 
officials shall be heanl hy the Shoura Assembly and its commit_ 
tees upon their reque$t, and rhey may seek the assistance of any 
go,'emment offici.I, "' they see fit. However, the Vote of the 

,.- minister or governme~t omcial is not valid upon any count of 
Votes unle .. he is 3 m'em ~r. 

Article 204 

The President of the Republic may not dissolve the Shoura 
Assembly except When necassary, While such a decision should 
comprise a call to hold new elections for Jhe Shoura Assembly 
within a period of sixty days from the date of its dissolution, 

The Assembly shall hold its first meeting within ten days from • 
the date of its election. 

',- I 

Tbe foJJowing a,rticles of the ConstitUtion shiiJJ apply to the 
'Shoura Assembly.: (89, 90, 91, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, .99, 100, 

An/de 20S 

107 129 130 134), insofar as they are 
. 101,102, 1~'bl'105~t~~:~ sti;ulati~ns cited in this part: I 

not incompatl e WI . the 

' d' ts President shall exercise 
The Shoura Assembly:n ; rementioned articles. competences specified In tea 0 

CHAPTER II 

The Press 

Art/cle 206 

, , dent authority exercising , lar mdepen 
' The Press IS a popu , 'th rhe stipulations of the Cons-

its ture vocation in accord~nce WI . 

titution and the law, 

Article 207 

, f Iy and inde-" , 's true vocation ree 
The Press shall exerCIse It, h h all means of expres-

' f society t roug h'l pendently in the ser:lce 0 h trend of public opinion, w I e 
sion, It shall thus Interpret !n: orientation within the frame­
contributing to its formatIOn f society the'safeguard of the 
work of the basic component~ 0 d sp~ct of the sanctity of 
liberties, TIghts an ~~ I ti ulated in the Constltutlon an 

' d brc duties an re "d 
the private lives of CItiZens, as s p , 
defined by law. 

Article 208 

t cd and press censor-f th press is guaran e 
The freedom 0 e' , 'to threaten, suppress, or b'dd Also forbidden IS stipu. ship is for I en, d ' 'stralive measures, as 'through a mlm , foreclose a newspa~r , nd defined by law, 

lated in the ConstitutIOn a 

, A~llcl' 209 

, s 'whether publlo or private, The rreedom or body corporate, newspapers is safeguarded 
l't' al p'lTties to pUblish, or own , orpOllc ( . 

in accordance with the)aw" , 
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The financing and ownership of newspapers come under the 
supervision of tbe pe~ple, a~ stipiJlated in the Constitution and 

,d!:fined by law. 

! Article 210 

Journalists have the right .to obtain news and information 
according to the regulations sei by law. 

. Their activities are not subject to any.authority other than the 
law. 

Article 211 

A Supreme Press Council shall deal with matters concerning 
. the press. The law shall define its composition, competences and 
its relationship with the State. authorities. 

The Supreme Press Council shall exercise its competences with 
a view to consolidate the freedom of the press and its independence, 
to uphold the basic foundations of society, and to guarantee the 
Soundness of national unity and social peace as stipulated in the 
Constitution and defined by law. 
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