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CONSTITUTION 

of 

NORTH SOLOIIONS. 

ARRANGEIIENT OF SECTIONS 
?reamble 

Adoption of "the Constitution. 

Adop"ti"on o"f National" Goal"s and 

Directive "Principles. 

Decl"aratton "of Basic "Rights an"d Basic 

Social Obl"igationa. 

Declaratio~ ori Leadership. 

"Statement of Principles of Complementarity. 

General Principles. 

Application of Principles 

of Complementarity within 

Papua New Guinea. 

S~atement on Community and Local-level Government. 

PART I. - INTRODUCTORY. 

Division 1. - The North Solomons. 

1. ~he Province. 

2. The Provincial Government. 

3. The jurisdiction of the Provincial Government. 

4. Provincial symbols. 

S. Provincial Capital. 

6. ~he Provincial Declaration of Loyalty to North Solomons. 

F Clifton W1:iI~"·"'m'rCc Ccntc'. 
International FoUJ:c... _: LieC.I~ .. ' .. '_ ..... > 



tAi\7 1. 

'~:" :".':-:~! !·,nj ... :!,Ol:e . .. _. - ....•... _._-_ ... _ .. -

rTov!;)~i&J laws, and for ~ll official Rnd governmental 

pUrpD~Cg. the Rcu~ainvllie Province aa established under 

the National Constitution, by whatever name it may be 

knoyn for the purposes of the National Constitutional Laws, 

shall be known as "North Solomons", 

2,- THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT, 

For the purposes of this Constitution and of all 

provincial laYs, and fdr all official and governmental 

purposes, th·e provincial government established for North 

Solomons by this Constitution and the Organic Law on 

Provincial Government ahall be known 88 the ,"Provincial 

Government of North Solomons", 
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(2) An Act o~ the Provincial Assembly may make 

provision for the enforcement of any pro~181on of this 

C~nBtltutlon, and for establishing procedures and penalties 

for its enfoxcement. 

(3) Th~ National Court may,if it thinks it proper 

to do BO. make aoy order that it thinks proper for 

preventing or reme~ylng a breach of any prohibition, 

restriction or duty imposed by this Constitution. 

PART III. - THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT. 

15. - STRUCTURE OF GOVERNMENT. 

(1) In accordance with, aod subject to, this 

Constitution, the power, authority and jurisdiction of the 

People of North Solomons shall be exercised, on behalf pf 

the People, by the Provincial Goveroaent of North Solomons. 

(2) Th~ Provincial Government consists of three 

principal arms, namely:-

(~) the Provincial.Assembly, which is the 

provincial legislature provided for by 

Section 15 (.!) (seneralstructure) 

of the Organic Law on Provi~cial 

Government; and 

(k) the Provincial Executive Council, which 

ia the provincial executiVe provided' 

for by Section' 15 (2.) '(general 'structure) 

of the Organi.' Lay 'OD: Prov'illci.l COVfl'rllaent; 

and 

.(£) the Provincial'Secratariat • 

. :' .... 
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17. - MEMBERSllIP OF THE PROVINCIAL ASSEIIB!.Y., 

(1) Subj~ct to this section, the Provincial 

Assembly 1s a ~lngle-chamber legislature, conB18tl~8 of _ 

(!.) the Premieri and 

<l) 21 other members being -

(1) 18 elected members; and 

(11) three nominated members; and 

(£) the Speaker (if any) appointed 

under Section 25 (non-member 88 

Speaker) • 

(2) Elected members of the National Parliament 

representing electorates 1n North SolomoDs are entitled 

to attend meetings of the Provincial Assembly and to taKe 

part in debate and proceedings in the same vay 8a the 

members of the Assembly, but _ 

(~) may not introduce motioos; and 

Cl) may not vote on any matter; and 

(£) ahall not be counted towards a 

quorum. 

(3) No uember of the Provincial Assembly may 

represent two or more electoratea at the aame time .. 
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18. - QUALIF!CATIONS FOR AND DISQUALIFICATIONS FRON ELECTION. 

(1) ~ A perlon 18 not qualified to stand for election 

to tbe Pr~vincial Assembly if -

(A> be i. not qualified in accordance with 

Section 45 (right to vote) to vote in an 

election to the Provincial Assembly: or 

(~) subject to Section 23 (effect of convictions), 

he Is under sentence of death or of imprison

ment for a period of more than nine months; or 

(s> he is otherwise disqualified under sny 

Provincial Constitutional Law. 

(2) A person,who is -

(!.). the Premier; or 

<J!.> a candidate for electlon 8S the 

Premier; or 

(£) in the csse of 8 by-election - a member 

of the Provincia'l Assembly; or 

(~) 8 member of, or a candidate for election 

or appointment to, the National Parliament 

or another Provincial Government, 

18 not qualified to stand for election to the Provincial 

Assembly. 

(3) A candidate for election in a constituency must 

have resided -

(~) in North Solomons for a period of at 

least 10 consecutive years; and 
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<l) in the area of the constituency for at 

least five years Immediately before the date 

of his nomination. 

(4) A peraon who 18 a candidate for election In 

one constituency is not qualified t~ stand for election 

in another constituency. 

(5) Nothing In the preceding provisions of this 

section derogates any right conferred by Section 50 

(right to vote and stand for public office) of the 

National Constitution. but it 18 the considered opinion 

of the People of North Solo mons, expressed through their 

Provincial Constituent Assembly, that any restrictions 

imposed by those provisions are reBsonable and are 

reasonably justifiable in 8 democratic society having a 

proper regard for the righta aDd d!gnity of mankind. 

19. - APPOINTMENT OF NOMINATED MEMBERS. 

On the nomination of the Premier. the Provincial, 

Assembly may. by sn absolute majority vote, appoint a 

person (other than the Premier or a member of the Assembly) 

who 1s qualified to be an elected member of the Assembly to 

be a nominated member referred to in Section 17 (1) (~) 

(ii) (membership of the 'rovincial Assembly). 

20. - ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE. 

(1) Subject to Section 94 (requirement of 

Provincial Declaration of Loyalty), an elected member of 

the Provincial A •• embly take. office -
.. 

, , 
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(~) 111 the case of a member elected 'a t • 

provincial general election-OD the day 

after the day on which,the reault of 

the elect~oD 1s deelaied; and 

'(!!.> 111 the case of a member elected to f11l 

a casual vacancy _ 

(1) if he was elected at a by-election, 

on the day after the-result of the 

by-election was announced; or 

-(11) if he was elected by the Provincial 

Assembly ullder Section 43 (4) (fil11ng 

of casual vacancies), on his election 

by the Provincial Assembly. 

'(2) Subject to Section 94 (requirement of' 

Provincial Declaration of LOYalty), a nominated member of 

the Pro{lnclal,Assembly takes office on the day after his 

~ppolntcent by the Provincial Assembly. 

21. - VACATION OF OFFICE. 

(1) The office of a member of the Provincial 

Assembly, other thaD the office of the Premier (to whom 

. 'Section 62 (V3.CfftioTl of of:lce of Premier) applies). 

beCOnli!9 vacaut -

(~) ~~ ti;e Hnd of the day on which the 

t"f'_~':J.t ·'f the next prOVincial. general 

~!'!c~ton afcer he last became a member 
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Dlvidon 3 ... lh-.spealter andtb.- Deputy spealter •. -. 

2~. - OFFICBS OF SPEAKER AND DEPUTY SPEAlER. 

(1) Office a of Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the 

Pr,ovlncial Aa8embly are hereby created. 

(2) Subject to Section 25 (non-member 08 Speaker) 

and to Section 26 (2) (vacation ~f offleeofSpeaker ~nd 

Deputy Speaker), the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker must 

be members of th~ Provincial Assembly, and shall be elected 

by the Provincial Assembly in accordance with the Standing 

Orders of the Assembly. 

(3) Subject to Section 26 (vacation of office of 

Speaker nnd Deputy Speaker), the Speaker and the Deputy 

Speaker h~ld office in accordance with the Standing Orders 

of the Provincial Assembly. 

(4) No member of the Provincial Executive C0uncl1 

may be the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker, and if the Speaker 

or Deputy Speaker becomes 8 member of the Provincial 

Executive Council he V3C8te9 hie office 8e Speaker or 

Deputy Speaker, as the C8",f! may be. 

25. - NON-MEMBER-AS SPEAKER. 

(1) On tll~ cominatioll o[ th~ Premi r th~ Provincial 

who -

thr! .' .. ~)~ p.""b l~'. 
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t~ b~ the Spe~ke~ of th~ AB8~1~bly. 

: ~. ' A 5ree~~r ~rro1n~ ,i un~er thl~ section shall, , . , 

while he fR the Spe8ke~, be ~~~ncd to b~ 8 member of the 

Prov1r.<...ifll Aasemb!y (;;'1 pro'JiJec fo~ by Spction 17 0) 

H. - V1ICt.T:O;: 8F Orr-ICE OF SFEAKER AN"1l :lEFUTY SPEAKER. 

(1) The office of th~ 51'eaker or Deputy Speaker, 

8R the CHAe may be, hecomes VAcant -

in the case of the Speaker, at the 

commel1cecent of the first meeting of 

the Provincial ASf·embly after the first 

provincial general election after he 

last ~ecame Speaker; or 

subject to Subsection (2), if a Speaker 

who is an elected member of the , 
Provincial Assembly ceases to'be a member 

of the Assembly; or 

if he resigns by written notice to the 

Clerk of the Provincial Assembly; or 

<i> if the Provincial Assembly resolve., by e 

three·-qusrters absolute majority vote, 

tbat he be removed from office; or 

(~) if he is dismissed from office as 

Speak~r or Deputy Speaker under -

" 

l' 
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Ca.l . qualified to be a llI8IlIber ot the Assembly, or 

~ a _er ot the· As.seml>ly. 

all the case requires. 

Division 6. - ~vincial Elections. 

42. - GENERAL ELECTIONS. 

tl) Subject to Subsection (4), a general election to the 

Pfovincial AsseDbly shall be ~eld -

(!.) within the period. of three months before the 

fourth anniversary of the declaration of the result 

of the previous provincial general election, or 

(!!l it -

(1) after an election to the office of 

Premier' has been held as required by section 57 

(special election of premier), and before a 

provincial general election is otherwise required 

under this Constitution, or· 

(il) after the third anniversary of the declaration 

of the result of the last provincial general 

election, 

a motion of no confidence in the Premier i~ pas sec 

in accordance with Section 71 (r.otion~ 'J:: .:0 

confidence) or 

lS> if the Provincial I\ssernbly, bi' a thr·;c -

quarters absolute majo!:it~· \"Ote, so ...!'.!:::L!l!S. 
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(2) The, Speaker~ .~ctin9 with,' and in accordance with; 

the" arh·ice of the: Provincial Electoral Authorit;Yi shall" fix .the. 

fir~t and last days of the'period dur~ng which polling-shall 

take place at a provincial. general election, and the: date: by' 

wh!ch thp. ~Tits for"the election' shall be returned. 

(3) In advising the Speaker Wl.der Subsection (2), and 

in cor.duct.ing the election, the. Provincial Electoral Authority 

shall do its be!;t to ensure that -

(~) in a case to which Subsection (1) (~) applies -

the date for the return of the writs is 

fixed as nearly as may reasonably be to 

the fourth anniversary of the declaration 

of the result of the previous provincial 

general election; and 

(£) in a case to which Subsection (1) (E) or (£) 

appli.es - the date for the return of the 

writs is fixed as soon as may reasonably be 

after ~le date of the relevant decision 

of the Provincial Assembly. 

(4) Where the period allowed or to be allowed for a 

provincial general election, or a part,of that period, would' 

occur after the issue of the' Writs for a National qeneral 

election and before the: end of the polling for the election, 

the holding of a provincial general election may be' postponed: 

by the Speaker, acting with" and in accordance with, the' advice, 

of the'Provincial Electoral Authorlty, ' for a period not 

exceeding 60 days. 

: 
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(5) If within ~ reasonable ?e~iod iwtjc~ m~~ ~~ ~~~~d 

by an Act of the Provincial ~ssembly) a:t~~ th& occ~r~~~~· ~~ a 

vacancy to "hleh Subsection (2) l!Iv?~~e3 -. 

(~) the dates for l!I provincial genera: e:~~~!o~ 

have not been fixud \!r.~.!r Sectjr:-n .:;> r:;, of_:~.:,~.!_~ 

,electIons), or 

(~) the Premier has not made a nomination unde~ 

Subsection (2), or 

(£) the Provincial Assembly has not elected a 

person so nominated, 

a by-election shall he held in accordance with Subsection (1). 

(6) A person elected by the Provincial Assembly under 

this section to be a member of the Assembly is for all purposes 

an elected member of the Assembly. 

(7) The provisions of thIs ConstitutIon relatIng to 

provincial general elections, with the necessary modifications, 

apply to Bnd in relation to a by-election under Subsection (1). 

44. - FORM OF ELECTIONS. 

Elections to the Provincial Assembly ahall be by direct 

election under universal adult suffrage as provided for by this 

constitution. 

45. - RIGHT TO VOTE. 

(1) Subject to Subsection (2), a person who -

is at least 18 years of age, and 

is a citizen of Papua New Guinear and 

'(£) has been a resident of North Solomons for at 

I 
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leaot'lO:ooniecUtive,yearB,'an4 

@.l is not of unsound mind within the'mean!.ng of 

any law relating to: the: protection of the: 

persons and property' of" perSOna of 

unsoWld· mind t 

is entitled to vote. in an election to the. provincial Assembly. 

(2), Nothing in Subsection (1)' derogates any rl.¢>t 

conferred by Section 50 (right" to vote and stand for public 

office) of the National constitution, but it is the.eonsidered 

opinion of the People of North Solomons, expressed ~9h their 

Provincial COnstituent Assembly, that any restrictions imposed by. 

Subsection (1): are reasonable and are reasonably justifiable in 

a democratic 8oc~ety hav~q a proper regard for the. rights and 

dignity of .nanJd.nd. 

46. - OlNDUCT OF ELECTIONS. 

(1) Subject to the preceding p~~vi5ions of this Division 

and to Sub~ection (2), elections to the Provincial Assembly shall 

be conducted as provided by an Act of the Provincial Assembly. 

(2) Subject to the Provincial Constitutional Laws, an 

Act of the Provincial Assembly referred to in Subsection (1). shall 

make ~rovision for and in respect of -

(~) the appointment, cons~itution and 

pr.Q.::'J,]urf!S of a Provincial Electoral 

,\·.:tb0Ci.ty; and 
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the. saf.e<JUardinq of' the. int.e<Jrlty: of' 

elections r' and 

<!.>. appeals" to: the' National. Court· in 

electoral matters. 

(3) The. provincial Electoral Authority iBl.not. except 

as provided by Subsection (4). subject to. control .or dir~ction by 

any person or authority. 

(4) Subsection (3) does not affect -

(~) control or direction by a courtJ"or 

(~) the regulation, by or under an 

Act of the" Provincial Assembly, 

of the: exercise or performance of the. 

powers,' functions, duties: or responsibilities 

of the" Provincial Electoral Authority~ or 

(£) the exercise of jurisdiction -

(1) under Section 90 (responsibilities 

of certain office - holders); or 

(ii) by any public accounts committee 

for North Solomons establishcj 

in accordance with Section 74 (3) 

(control and audit of provincial 

Cl i. .,.:: " : :.':: . ,-,'; -----.,._- -

'i;- - I 
\. 

':. " 
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54'" - DELEGATION BY ~E PROVINCIAL EXECt11'IVE COUNCIL, ETC. 

An Aet of the Provincial Assembly may make provision for 

the delegation -

(~) by' the Provincial Executive Council - to 'a 

member of the Councilor to a member'of the 

Provincial Secretariati or 

(~) by a,member of the Provincial Executive 

Council -' .to a member of the Provincial 

Secretariat or other person, 

of all or any of its or his po'iers, functions, duties' and· 

responsibilities -

~ncluding, if the Act so provides, the 

poy,"er of del,egation; and 

(!!) not includi,ng any legislative power or ~y power 

in or in relation to the Provincial Assembly. 

Division 3. - The Provincial Premier. 

55. - OFFICE OF PRE>lIER. 

An office of Premier of North Solomcms is hereby 

established. 

56. - EI.ECTION OF PREMIER. 

(1) The Premier shall be elected by the electors 

, of North Solomons. 

(2) Except as provided: by Section 57 (Special election; 

of Premier), the election' of: a Premier shall be held' as 

part of, and at the same time 8S, each provincial general 

election, and for that purpose ;.. 

, 

) 

" II 

57. -

accorda'. 

alectio', 

to the I 

Premier 

relatio. 1 
':1: . 

58. -

Premiel 

59. -

ration 

provin 

4eclar 
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(~) tbe provisions of this Constitution relating 

t~ provincial general elections, wl~h 

the necessary modificationB, apply, And 

~) tho whola of North Solomons is a single 

constituency. 

57. - SPECIAL ELECTION OF PREMIER. 

(1) Subject to Section 42 (1) (~) (general elections). \ 
0'\ "\ 

if a motion of no confidence in the Premier is passed in 

accordance with Section 71 (motions of no confidence), an 

election shall be held to fill the office of the Premi~r. 

(2) The provisions of this Constitution relating 

to the election of a Premier under Section 56 (election of 

Premier), with the necessary modifications, apply to And In 

relation to an election under Subsection (1). 

58. - QUALIFICATIONS FOR ELECTION AS PREMIER. 

A person is not qualified to stand for election as 

Premier if -

(~) he is not qual~fled to stand as a candidate 

for election to the Provincial Assembly at 

the provincial general election AS part of 

which the elect~on of the Premier 1s held, and 

(~) he is not Rt least 25 years of age. 

59. - ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE. 

Subject to S~ction 94 (~qutrcment of Provincial Decla-

ration of LO),!11ty), d ?::<!::lic!'; , ... ~" i..s p.:ccted at the time of a 

declaratio~ of ~he ~d~':L~ of the ~leccion. 
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and otherWise' iuI 'are provided: for' blr or' W14er: an Act: of: the 

-Provincial Assembly. 

PART, VIII. - COMMllNrrY lINI): LOC1L ~ LEVEL GOVERNMENT. 

80.', - SYSTEM OF LOCl\I. - LEVEL' GOVERNMENT. 

As provided' for'by: Section 24, (1) (.!:.) (aPglication 

of Division 3)' and Section 25: ~1e9i81ative powers of 

the"provinces) of the Organic Law on provincial Government, 

there shall' be' a system' of' comrilunity and other'local -level 

government for'North Solomons. 

81.', - ESTABLISHMENT OF THE: SYS~. 

The' Provincial Assembly' shall make a law providing, for 

community or other local -level government, and for its 

structure and administration and its,powers, functi~, duties 

and responsibilities. 

82. - APPLICATION OF PRINCIPLES OF COMPLEMENTARITY. DECLARATION ON 

LEADERSHIP AND DECLARATION ON COMMUNITY !'NIl LOCAL-LEVEL 

GOVERNMENT • 

In the establishment and operation of the system of 

community and other local -level, 90~ernment,· and in the 

application and enforcement of the l~ws relating to it, full 

w~ight shall be given, in accordance with Section 7 :(sPeclal 

stat'..1S ~.=--.~hc P!"e:i!rnb~~) ~ to· th~ Statement of Princip~ 

~~.:..:.::'..=.::i..::.:.:.! ::ht! iJ~clarat:. ion :i.!.:. Leade::-ship and the. Declaration 

~~~~i ___ dlid J)c.'l.l -lcvel. G::lvern:n~nt, ~ v that the system shall 



• 

- 66 -

PART IX. ~ STATES OF EMERGENCY. 

INTERPREl'ATlON OF PART IX. 

For the' purposes. of this P~t -

I'emergency" includes', ""ithClut limiting the 

.generality of" the' expression -

(~) an earthqUake, volcanic eruption, ~torm, 
power or f\l, 

tempest;: flood, fire or outbreak of" the', exercil' 

pestilence or infectious disease,'pr subject.too' 

any other natural or man-caused 85. - DEC 

calamity' whether similar to any such' (I.) 

occurrence or not, such as to be likely 

to enda.nger the public safety or to 

deprive the community or any substantial 

portion of the cormnunit~· of supplie-3 or 

services essential to life. and 

(~) action taken, or immediately threatened, by 

any person that is of such a nature as to. be 

lJ.lcelY· to: endanger the public safety> 

"state of emergency" means a state of eme.rgent:y 

in North.Salomons-declared under Section 85-

declaJ 

84.: - APPLICATION OF EMERGENCY PROVISIONS OF NATIONAL CONSTI'roTION. 

(I.): Nothing in this Part is intended to: affect tho 
lIUleti 

operation of Part X. {emergenCy powers) ot the National 

COnstitution, or any eme,rgeney law or ~ency.ordet<made Under: 

that Part •. 

. . 
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