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d ; it any, should be barne by the Uited States; and (e)the advisabilcy At
< ks of adopting the project. Nk
18 : All examinations and reports which may now be made by the g‘i,,m,, etlons co re I I
8 Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors upon request of the Com- Commities. l
% mittes on Rivers and Harbors relating to works or projects of navi. | i
. ; gation shall in like manner be made upon request of the Committee 11
mo 4 - on_Flood Control on all works and projects relating to flood control, : i
'a . Szc. 4. That the salary of the civilian members of the Mississippi oM¥dPp River ‘i
& : " River Commission shall hereafter be $5,000 per anoum. B tgoresent, ' |
:. : Approved, March 1, 1917. ’ i}
1 * i
f . :
30 . CHAP. 148.—An Act To provide a civil government for Porto Rico, and for other ‘mﬁ’hﬁ} '
of purposes. e !
- o [Public, No. 38} : l
X Be it enacted by the Senate and Homw{chramtaﬁmof&he United M
n : States of America in €48 ass » That the provisions of this g e o )
ica in Congr embled, That th i thig _ Porte Rico etvn
- . Act shall nppltiw the island of Porto Rico'and to the adjacentislands — Teritary toctnded. Il
e : belonging to the United States, and waters of those islands; and the il
e By name Porto Rico as used in thia Act shall be held to include not i
“t only the 1sland of that name but all the adjacent ialands as aforesaid. g
L:: BILL OF RIGHTS. Bl of rights. ! =‘
1= ,; Szo. 2. That no law shall be enacted in Porto Rico which shall Brooemoi 1o ! i
3 . def.rive any person of life, liberty, or property without due process ’ i ’
0 of law, or deny to any person therein the equal protection of the laws. il
i- That in s}l eriminal prosecutions the acc shall enjoy the right  Cimi  prowos :
g to have the assistance of counsel for his defense, to be informed of N
0 the nature and cause of the accusation, to have a copy thereof, to I
- have a speedy and %ublic trial, to be confronted with the witnesses i !,
| agt;x;a;, him, and to have compulsory process for obtaining witnessea ;i,
; m aVOor. :
5, i That no person shall be held to answer for & criminal offense without Trwis ea l
h due process of 1aw; and no person for the ssme offense shall be twice
o ‘ put in jeopardy of punishment, nor shall be compelled in any criminal :
9 case to be 8 witness against himself . . '
n That all persons shall defore conviction be bailable by sufficient ™ <=%wn !
L sureties, except for capital offenses when the proof is evident or the
8 presumption great, L :
d ; That nolaw impa.u'ing the obligation of contracts shall be enacted, ™™= ‘ i
ir i That no person shall be imprisoned for debt. g prnmmt ittt
i That the privilege of the writ of babeas corpus shall not be sus-  Frit of babeas cor- e
i= ; pended, unless when in case of rebellion, insurrection, or invasion ,
3 the public safety may require it, in either of which events the same ]
3 3 ) gm be sugpen eg Ehy the Pmidfent, orhby the goveﬂrﬁzﬁ, whenever |
- uring suc iod the necessity for such suspension exist.
- That no emt facto law or bill of attain:.’;er shell be enacted. s T o ™ } i
s Private property shall not be taken or damaged for public use prpery. = " !
g except u%oeﬁ anﬁlent of just compensation ascertained in the man- i
v ner pro w. ol -
- ﬁthmg oont’;ined in this Act shall be construed to limit the power sapoy > ** . ,
d of the legislature to enact laws for the protection of the lives, health, ; f
of safety of employees. . )
1 That no law granting a title of nobility shall be enacted, and no THecinoity,en j i
3 n hoiding any office of profit or trust under the government of i
i orto Rico aball, without the consent of the Congrsss of the United it
o States, accept any present, emolument, office, or title of any kind L)
] whatever from any king, queen, prince, or foreign State, or any offi- f :

cer thereof.
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Nowomtretel.  That exoeeaive bail ghall not be required, nor exceesive fines im-
posed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflictad.

Benrches, stc. That the right to be secure against unreasonable searches and seiz-

ures shall not be violated.

Lixom of wasrenta, That no warrant for arrest or search ehall issue'but upon probable
cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and pn.rticuhrf;r;leaaibing
the Leot.obesaamhedangit.ho 08 or things to be seized.

Bavery dntadda. ¢ slavery shall not exist in Porto Rico. & -~

wha 7 ™™ That involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime,
;hereori the party shall have been duly convicted, shall not exist in
orto Rico.
wviom of et That no law shall be ]faassed abridging the freedom of & or of
the press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble and peti-
e, HOD the Government for redress of grievances,

Balilocuidert. That no law shall be made respecting an establishment of religion
or proh.ibit.inf the free axercise thereof, and that the free exercise and
enjoyment o ous profession and worship without discrimination
or preference shall forever be allowed, and that no political or religious
test other than an oath to support the Constitution of the Unitad
States and the laws of Porto Rico shall be required as a qualification

Pubtso fnds oot to Tn}::y office o{hpubhc trust under the &‘]r]emmeg: of Porto Rﬁ:&o.

be mmd tr religios at po public money or property ever be appropriated, a
sacts, stz plied, donated, used, d{recﬂ‘;r or indirectly, for the use, benefit, g;
support of any sect, church, denomination, sectarian institution or
association, or system of religion, or for the use, benefit, or support of
any priest, preacher, minister, or other religious teacher or dignitary
as such, or for charitable, industrial, educational, or benevolent w
to any person, ooip_ont.ion, or community not under the a
paTe=Y  Pbl- Inte control of Porto Rico. Contracting of polygamous or plural
marriages hereafter is prohibited.
paptoxianss prof- oy ot one year after the approval of this Act and thereafter it shall
be unlawful to import, manufacture, sell, or give away, or to expose
oo+ smber. 10T 8ale or gift any intoxicating dnnk or drug: Prowided, That the

legislature may authorize and te importation, manufacture,
and ‘sale of said liquers and or medicinal, sacramental, indus-
touty b= vilt ¢rig], and scientific uses only. e ty for violations of this pro-

vision with reference to intoxicants Be a fine of not less than $25

for the first offense, and for second and subsequent offenses s fine of -

not le:; than $50 andAim risonment for no than one 't:rc;tithl or
Bubmissian of repesl more than one year: provided further, t at any elec-
to voun. tion within ﬁveyyears after the approval of this Act tfx:n provision
may, upon_petition of not less than ten per centum of the qualified
electors of Porto Rico, be submitted to a vote of the qualified electors
of Porto Rico, and if a majority of all the qualified electors of Porto
Rico voting upon such question shall vote to repeal this provision
it shall thereafter not be in force and effect; otherwise it bein full
force and effect. .
Appropriacons. That no money shall be paid out of the treumzl:xcapt in pursuance
of an appropriation by law, and on warrant drawn by the proper
officer in pursuance thereof. .
Cnlfarm trption. That the rule of taxation in Porto Rico shall be uniform.
Bpectal tax fands. That all money derived from any tax levied or assessed for a ]
be treated as s special fund in the Treasury an ga.id
o?té}:orbguph grpoee only except upon the approval of the President
of the Lm tates.
Egptbomrday vk, That eight hours shall constitute a day’s work in all cases of em-
ployment of laborers and mechanics by and on behalf of the gov-
ermmment of the island en Public works, except in cases of emergency.
gohddaaber mewe- Thgy the employment of children under the age of fourteen years in
any occupation ingurious to health or morals or hazardous to life-or
limb is hereby prohibited.

o
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Sec. 3. That no export duties shall be levied or collected on exports Jirene,
from Porto Rico, but taxes and assessments on property, internal e gutlen fo-
revenue, and license fece, and royalties for franchises privilages, and O o
concessions may be imposed for the purposes of the ins an
municipsl governments, respectively, as may be provided and defied _,
by the Legslature of Porto Rico; and when neceesary to antici
taxes and revenues, bonds and other obligations may be issued by
Porto Rico or any municipal government therein as may be provided , _
by law, and to protect the public credit: Provided, however, t NO indebtedness Lm-
public indebtedness of Porto Rico_or of any subdivision or munici- thd.
pality thereof shall be suthorized or allowed in excess of seven per
centumm of the aggregate tax valuation of its property, and all bonds
issued by the government of Porto Rico, or by its authority, ehall
be exempt from taxation by the Government of the United Sta
or by the government of Porto Rico or of any political or munici
subdivision thereof, or by any State, or by any county, mtm.idﬁa.hty
or other municipal subdivision of any State or Territory of the nited
Sm% or by the District of Columbia. In computing the indebted-
ness of the people of Porto Rico, bonds issued by the people of Porto
Rico secured by an equivalent amount of bonds of municipal cor-
porations or school boards of Porto Rico shall pot be counted.

Sec. 4. That the capital of Parto Rico shall be at the city of San s dc ima
Juan, and the seat of government shall be maintained there.

Sk, 5. That all citizens of Porto Rico, as defined by section seven mam v
of the Act of April twelfth, nineteen hundred, “temporarily to m'ﬁ”“
provide revenues and a civil government for Porto Rico, and for P
other purposes,” and sll natives of Porto Rico who were temporarily
absent from that jsland on April eleventh, eighteen hundred and
ninety-pine, and have sinca returned and are permanently residing
in that island, and are not citizens of any foreign country, are hereby
declared, and shall be deemed and held to be, citizens of the United
States: Provided, That any n hereinbefore described may retain  Remadm of g
his present political status by making & declaration, under oath, of st
his decision to do so within six monthg of the taking effect of this
Act before the district court in the district in which he resides, the
declarstion to be in form as follows:

“I, , bed dul{]sworn, hereby declare r:cir intention not
to become & citizen of the United States as provided in the Act of
Congress conferring United States citizenship upon citizens of Porto
Rico and certain natives permanently residing in said island.”

In the cass of any such person who may be absent {rom the island 57 shemtee
during said six months the term of this t‘Ero_\i"iso may be availed of
by transmitting a declaration, under oath, in the form berein pro-
vided within six months of the taking effect of this Act to the execu- Pewmy of un per-
tive secretary of Porto Rico: And provided further, That any person otags-
who is born in Porto Rico of an alien parent and is permanen
residing in that island may, if of full age, within six months of the
mkinﬁgect of this Act, or if a minor, upon reaching his majority
or withi ox::gen.r thereafter, make a sworn declaration of allegiance

States before the United States District Court, for

Porto Rico, setting forth therein all the facts connected with his or
her birth snd residence in Porto Rico and accompanying due proof
thereof, and from and after the making of such declaration ghall be
oogsidered thx'a be aﬁ citizen of tt.ﬁl: Uni bes“tf;'red of the . &2 .

eC. 6. t all expenses that ms inc on account Sxpenms
government of Porto Rico for salages of officials and the oonduczwmmu
of their offices and departmenta, and all expenses and obligationa
contracted for the internal improvement or development of the | @ e ol
island, not, however, including defenses, barracks, harbors, light- aomtd. i
houses, buoys, and other works undertaken by the United States,

Exsmption from tax.
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shall, except as otherwise specifically provided by the Congress, be

puvio propersy Paid by the treasurer of Porto Rico out of the revenue in his custody.
transend 0 the peo _ SEC, 7, That all property which may have been acquired in Porto
PeciPato Bid.  Rico by the United States under the cession of Spain in the treaty of
: peace entered into on the tenth day of December, eighteen hnngnd
' and ninety-eight, in any public bridges, road houses, water powers,

) highways, unnavigable streams and the beds thereof, subterranean
g waters, mines or minerals under the surface of private lands, all
perty which at the time of the cession belonged, under the laws of

Aln tgan in force, to the various harbor works boards of Porto Rico,

a.ﬂ the harbor ehores, docks, slips, reclaimed lands, and all public

lands and buildings not heretofore reserved by the United States for

public p , i8 hereby placed under the contro] of the government

rn of tectats. Of Forto Rico, to be uimms tered for the benefit of the people of
ture. Porto Rico; and the Legislature of Porto Rico shall have suthority,
) subject to the limitations imposed upon all ita scts, to legislate with
Fortber  transten, matiors a8 1t ma m M N t
respect to all such matte t may deem advisable: Provided, Tha

o, the President may from time to time, in his discretion, convey to the

people of Porto Rico such lands, bu.ﬂdmg, or intereats in {ands or.

other mpeny now owned by the United States and within the terri-

torial limits of Porto Rico a8 in his opinion are no longer needed for
Acceptuces of Imads; of the United States. ~And he may from time fo timo accept
: by legislative grant from Porto Rico an ds, buildings, or other
. o mterests or property which may be neodez for public purposes by the
. ’ United States. s )
o v Sgc. 8. That the harbor areas and navigable streams and bodies of
water and submerged lands underlying the same in and around the
island of Porto Rico and the adjacent 1slands and waters, now owned
by the United States and not reserved by the United States for public
purposes, be, and the same are 1:.ex-ebyi placed under the control of

the government of Porto Rico, to be administered in the same man-

- per and subject to the same limitations as the property enumerated
ot e of mavi- A0 the P ing section: Provided, That all laws of the United States

pzn, ete. for the grotecmll and improvement of the navigable waters of the
United States-and the preservation of the interests of navigation and

commerce, except so far as the same may be locally inapplicable
shall apl:i}y to said island and waters and to its adjacent la[r;n ds an
ool ©r waters:
construed so as to affect or impair in any manner the terms or con-
ditions of any suthorizations, permits, or other powers heretofore
or in or in of said waters and sul
1a granted or exercised i in_respect of sai d sub-
me lands in and surrounding said island and its adjacent islands
b Secretary of War or other authorized officer or agent of the
Jnited States: And Surther, That the Act of Con,Freaa ap-
N proved June elsventh, nineteen hundred and six, entitled "An Act
thorize the construction, extension, and maintenance of wharves,
piers, and other structures on lands underlying harbor areas in pavi.
g}:le streams and bodies of water in or surrounding Porto Rico and
islands adjacent thereto,” and all other laws and parts of laws in
Appliestion of C0Dflict with this section be, and the same are hereby, repesled.
Usilal States laws. Sec. 9. That the statutory laws of the United States not locally
inapplicable, except as hereinbefore or hereinafter otherwise pro-
vided, shall have the same force and effect in Porto Rico as in the
Pt revenpe United States, except the internal-revenue laws: Provided, how-
e for us of Paw ever, That hereafter all taxes collected under ‘the internal-revenue
Biea. laws of the United States on articles produced in Porto Rico and
trangported to the United States, or consumed in the island shall be
covered into the treasury of Porto Rico. . .
Todiclal procees. Sec. 10. That all judicial process shall run in the name of * United
States of America, ss, the dent of the United States,” and all

rovided further, That nothing in this Act contained shall be

?&?ﬁmﬁ, to empower the Secretary of War, under certain restrictions, to su- -
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penal or criminal prosecutions in the local courts shall be conducted
in the name and by the authority of * The People of Porto Rico”’;
and all officials shall be citizens of the United States, and, before ot
entering upon the duties of their respective offices, shall take an O of Hlsens.
:fa.t% to mﬁgport the Copstitution of the United States and the lawe
orto Rico,

8ro..11. That all reports required by law to be made by the gov- powmE= o
ernor or heads of dop?n:tmem to any official of the Un.i%ed?tﬁes eathartzieg.
shall hereafter be made to an executive department of the Govern-
mept of the United States to be designated by the President, and the
President is hereby authorized to place all matters pertaining to the
government of Portc Rico in the jurisdiction of sut:gne department.

Exscutire  dapert-
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. fmant.

Szo. 12. That the supreme executive power shall be vested in an Otvernar,
executive officer, whose official title shall be “The Governor of asigeooos o=
Porto Rico.” He shall be appointed by the President, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate, and hold his office at the pleas-
ure of the President and until his successor is chosen and quali
The governor shall reside in Porto Rico during hia official incum
and maintain his office at the seat of government. He shall have , Fowws &4 sattar-
genersl gupervision and control of all the departments and bureans -
of the government in Porto Rico, s0 far as is not inconsistent with
the provisions of this Act, and shall be commander in chief of the
militia. He may grant psrdons and reprieves and remit fines and
forfeitures for offenses against the laws of Porto Rico, and respites
for all offenses against the laws of the United States until the de-
cision of the President can be ascertained, snd may veto any legiala-
tion enscted as hereinafter provided. He shall commission all
officers that he may be suthonzed to appoint. He shall ba respon- eroroe o m.
gible for the faithful execution of the laws of Porto Rico and of the
United States applicable in Porto Rico, and whenever it becomes
necessary he may call upon the commanders of the military acd
naval forces of the United States in the island, or summon the posse
comitatus, or call out the militia to ent or suppress lawless pogensn o wrnt

_violence, invasion, insurrection, or rebellion, and he may, in-case of habeuscapa.

rebellion or invasion, or imminent danger thereof, when the public

safety requires it, suspend the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus

or p the ialand, or any part thereof, under martial law unti

communication can be had with the President and the President’s n.

decision therein made known. He shall annually, and at such other myma " ">

times as hs may be required, make official report of the transactions

of the government of Porto Rico to the executive departmsnt of the

Government of the United States to be designated by the President myynemisin oo

85 herein provided, and his said annual report shall be transmitted ews

to Congress, and he shall perform such additional duties and fune-

tions as may in pursuance of law be delegated to him by the President. g oty gupars-
Szc. 13. That the following executive dermnm are hereby memt awed.

created: A department of justice, the head of which shall be desig- B dsiend.

nated as the attorney: general: a department of finance, the head of

which shall be designated as the treasurer; s department of interior,

the head of which shall be designated as the commissioner of the

interior; s department of education, the head of which shall be

designated as the commissioner of education; a department of agri-

culture and lsbor, the head of which shall be designated as the com-

missioner of agriculture and labor; and a department of health, the

head of which shall be designated as the commissionsr of health, plipdntmets by

The nttomeL eral and commissioner of education shall be a '
inted by t ident, by and with the advice and consent of the

ggnne of the United States, to hold office for four years and wntil




~

956 - SIXTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, Smse. IT. Cm. 145. 1917,

their successors are'appointed and &lualiﬁad, unless sooner removed

Byt govenar. - by the President. o hosds of the four remaining departments

be appointed by the governor, by and with the advice and

Tem. consent of the Senats of Porto Rico. The beads of departments

appointed by the governor shal] hold office for the term of lour years

and until their mcoessors are appointed and qualified, unless sooner

removed by the governor, o - . .

Heads of departments shall reside in Porto Rico d their official

incumbency, and those appointed by-the governor shall have resided|
“in Porto Rieo for at least one year prior to their appointment.

Fmcnumeonncl.  The heads of departments shall collectively form s council to the

vernor, known ea the executive council. 'I{ey shall perform under

o general supervision of the governor the duties hereinafter &ro-

scribed, or which may hereaftar be prescribed by law and such other

duties, not inconsistent with law, as the governor, with the approval

of the President, may assign to them; and they shall make annual

and such other reports to the governor as he may require, which shall

be transmitted to the executive department ol the Government of

a the United States to be designated by the President as herein pro-

Ko axtra pay. vided: Provided, That the duties herein imposed upon the s of

N Y ta shall not carry with them any sdditional com tion.

To be tecal sdviser - SEC. 14. That the att.orneﬁgenenl aha.lly have charge of the admin-

istration of justice in Porto Rico; he shall be the legal adviser of the

ﬁvamor and the heads of departments and shall be responsible for

e proper representation of the peopls of Porto Rico or its duly con-

stituted officers in all actions and p ings, civil or criminal, in

the Supreme Court of Porto Rico m which the peoglo of Porto Rico

pooTmml v pepie % ghall be interested or a party, and he may, if di by the governor

or if in his j ent the publio interest requires it, represent the

people of Porto ﬁ?co orits dpul constituted oéoers in any other court

or before any other officer or board in any action or proceeding, civil

or criminal, in which the people of Porto Rico may be a party or be

interested. Hs shall also }i;dorm such other duties not inconsistent

Raxidenoe of offiowrs.

herewith as may be prescribed by law. .
Mads casiodtsn and  SEC. 15, That, the treasurer shall give bond, approved as to form
diabarxing offcac of wll. by the attorney general of Porto Rico, in such sum as the legislature
Bond. may require, not however, than the sum of $125,000, with surety

or sureties approved ﬁsy the governor, and he shall ¢ollect and be the
custodian of public funds, and shall disburse the same in sccord-
ance with law, oo warrants signed by the auditor and countersi

by the governor, and perform such other duties as may be ﬁrov:ded
s to 2 by law. He mey designate banking institutions in Porto Rico and
l.ge United States as depositaries of the government of Porto Rico,

subject to such conditions.as may be prescribed by the governor

after they have filed with him satisfactory evidence of their soun
financial condition and bave deposited bonds of the United States or
of the government of Porto Rico or other security satisfactory to the
Eovemor in such amounts as may be indicated by him; and no
_ ing institution shall be designated a de&ps:tu{] of the govemn-
ment of Porto Rico until the foregoing conditions have been com-
Tntent on depoiit. plied with. Interest on deposits shall be required and paid into the

treasury.
i su ot % * Gpc. 16, That the commissioner of the interior shall superintend
@ 8¢ satx- o] works of a public nature, have charge of all public buildings
: unds, and lands, except those belonging to the United States, an
30311 execute such requirements as may be imposed by law with
respect thereto, and perform such other duties as may be prescribed
: by law.

cpumwimar ofsdo- “Tgpc 17, That the commissioner of education shall superintend
oeyented & public instruction throughout Porto Rico; all propesed disbursementa
on account thereof must be approved by him, and all courses of
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study shall be prepared by him, subject to disapproval by the gov-

ernor if he desires to act. He shall prepare rules governing the se

tion of teachers, and appointmentas of teachers by school boards

shall be subject to his approval, and he shall perform such other

duties, not inconsistent with this Act, as may be prescribed by law, o

Skc. 18. That the commissioner of agriculture and labor shall have poumee s abw. '

eneral charge of such bureaus and branches of government as have Sepeafaatharity.

geen or shall be legally constituted for the study, advancement, and

benefit of agricultural and other industries, the chief tgurpcs«a of this

department being to foster, fpmmote, and develop the sgricultural

interests and the welfare of the wage earners of Porto Rico, to

improve their working conditions, and to advance their opportuni-

ties for profitable employment, and shall perform such other duties

88 MAy %‘lmmbed by law.

Skc. 19. That the commissioner of health shall have general charge o Sam™12¢102r
of all matters relating to public health, sanitation, and charities, , Dol and sathar.
except such as relate to the conduct of maritime quarantine, and shall *"
perform such other duties s may be prescribed by law.

Skc. 20. That there shall be appointed by the President an suditor, ﬁ"‘ by the
at an annual salary of $5,000, for a term of four years and until his PEket =
successor is appointed and quslified, who shall examine, audit, and smncii sccoants, sto.
settle all sccounts ‘rrtmnmg to the revenues and receipts, from
whataver source, of the government of Porto Rico and of the munici-
ga.l governments of Porto Rico, including public trust funds and funds

erived from bond issues; and audit, In accordance with law and
administrative ations, all expenditures of funds or property
penum.t;i' to or held in trust by the government of Porto Rico or the
municipalities or dependencies thereof. He shall perform a like duty
with respect to all government branches.

He shall keep the general accounts of the government And preserve v e ' o> %
the wouchers pertaining thereto. -,
1t shall be the duty of the auditor to bring to the attention of the ryguinea e °
pm&r administrutive officer expenditures of funds or property which,
in his opinion, are irregular, unnecessary, excessive, or extravagant.

Ip case of vacancy or of the absence from duty, from any cause,
of the auditor, the Governor of Porto Rico may designate ar assistant, Amstst
who shall have charge of the office.

The jurisdiction of the auditor over accounts, whether of funds or , 52=wmin jurxdic-
Pro| , and all vouchers and records pertaining thereto, shall be
exclusive. With the approval of the governor, he.shall from time to _ Msthods of accomns-
time make and promulgate general or special rules and regulations not ™
inconasisteni with law covering the methods of accounting for public
funds and property, and funds and l-mp’lr:}pert. beld in trust by the
government or any of its branches: Provided, t any officer account- Frowe.
able for public funds or property may require such additional reporta , Additimal _rvports

" or returns from his subordinates or others as he may deem necessary o

for his own information and protection,

Tho decisions of the auditor shall be final, except that appeal there- Efsct of daciyion,
from msay be taken by the party 1eved ot the head o tiea depart.
ment concerned within one year, in the manner hereinafter prescribed.
The auditor shall, except as bereinafter provided, have liks authority bt carepond-
as that conferred by the law uPon the several auditors of the United ™"
States and the Comptroller of the United States Treasury, and is '
authorized to communicate directly with any person having claims
befare him for setdement, or with any department, officer, or person
having official relations with his office. '

As soon after the close of each fiscal year as the accounts of said oo foal repartz
year may be examined and adjusted, the auditors shall submit to the

vernor an annual report of the fiscal concerns of. the sovemment,

owing the receipts and disbursements of the various departments
und bureaus of government and of the various municipalities,
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and make such other reports as may be required of him by the

governor or the head of the executive department of the Government

of t.h_ﬁegnitad States, to be designated by the President as herein

rovided. )

N isimgostt, P In the execution of his duties the auditor is authorized to summon

| witnesses, administer oaths, and to take evidence, and, in the pur-
H suance of these provisions, may issue subpwenas and enforce the

- attendance of witnesses. .
- Offics fors wée  The office of the auditor shall be under the

eral supervision of
; the governor and shall copsist of the audiwge:nd mm
i assistants as may be prescribed by law.

Appaat tom dect-  Qpo 2], That any person eved by the action or decision of
shous of andiior 10150 16 suditor in the settlement of his account or claim may, within

one year, take an apgeal in writing to the governor, which appeal
shall specifically set forth the particular action of the auditor to
which exception is taken, with the reason and authorities relied on
for reversing such decision. The decision of the governor in such

case shall be final, subject to such right of action as may be otherwise
provided by law.

iy, Sec. 22. That there ghall be appointed by the governor, by and -

with the advice and consent of the te of Porto Rico, an executive
secretary at an annual salary of $4,000, who shall record and preserve
the minutes and }:a of the public service commission here-
inafter provided for and the laws enacted by the legialsture and all
acts an proeoodix;gs of the governor, and promulgate all proclama-
tions and orders of the governor and all laws enacted b{ legala—
) : ture, and until otherwise provided by the legislature of Porto Rico
: E.r(orm all the duties of secretary of Porto Rico as now provided b
’ w, except as otherwise specified in this Act, and perform su
other duties as may be aseigned to him by the Governor of Porto
Tutgreanes.  Rico. In the event of a vacancy in the office, or the absence, illness,
or temporary disqualification of such officer, the governor shall des-
ignate soms officer or employee of the government to discharge the
El]lct.ions of aaid office during euch vacancy, abeence, illness, or
temporary disqualification. .

Sec. 23. That the Governor of Porto Rico, within sixty days after
the end of each session of the legislature, shall transmit to the execu-
tive department of the Government of the United States, to be
designated as herein provided for, which'shall in turn transmit the
same to the Congress of the United States, copies of all laws enacted

mmwds' tél}lmTh‘ml.‘:hIE"r«aidt. from time to time designate the

e eC. 24. That the ent may from time o te
Pt ™ ™ boad of an execative department of Parto Rico to act as governor
in the cass of s vacancy, the temporary removal, resignation, or
disability of the governor, or his temporary abeeiice, and the head
of the department thus designated shall exercise all the powers and
pe.rfobsn: the duties of the governor during such vacancy, disability,
or sbeence.

ety . LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

Laghtstore, Szc. 25. That all local legislative powers in Porto Rico, except as
CompodtB e perein otherwise provided, shall be vested in s legislature which
shall consist of two houses, one the senate and the other the house

of representatives, and the two houses ahall be designated “the

islature of Porto Rico.” . . .

Buatr = eme  SEC. 26. That the Senate of Porto Rico shall consist of nineteen
mesbers. members elacted for terms of four years by the qualified electors of
Porto Rico. Each of the seven senatorial districts defined as herein-

after provided shall bave the right to elect two senators, and in addi-

Qeltfeatiena, tion thereto there aball be slected five senators at large. No person
shall be s member of the Senate of Porto Rico who is not over thirty
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: years of age, and who is not sble to read and write either the Spanish i
o or English langusge, and who has not been a resident of Porto Rico itk
for at least two consecutive years, and, except in the case of senators i
at large, an actual resident of the senatorial district from which Pos,p. 1008 |
iy chosen for a period of at least one gee:r prior to his election. Except leustive powen, |
o a8 herein otherwise provided, the Senate of Porto Rico shall exercise ;
all of the purely ative powers and functions heretofore exercised | ts wien .
by the Executive Council, inciuding confirmation of appointments; st e !
‘but appointments made while the senate is not in session be ’
effective either until disapproved or until the pext adjournment of
the senate for the session. In electing the five senators at large each Bwstersat tarps.
elector shall be permitted to vote for but one candidate, and the five hl:
:landti%ntes receiving the largeat number of votes shall be declared 11
ec

Sec. 27. That the House of Representatives of Porto Rico shall g " "7 it
consist of thirty-nine members elected quadrennially by the qualified mber sod am o e
electors of Porto Rico, as hereinafter provided. Each of the repre- itth
sentative districts hereinafter provided for shall have the right to !
elect one representative, and in addition thereto there shall be elected '
four representatives at large, No person shall be a member of the
house of representatives who is not over twenty-five years of and
who is not sble to read and write either the Spanish or Englisk
Ianguage, except in the case of representative at &:Ee, who has not
been a bona fide resident of the district from which elected for at
least one year prior to his election. In electing the four representa- per oo *
tives at large, each elector shall be permitted to vote for but one
candidate and the four candidates receiving the largest number of
votes shall be elected.

Seo. 28, That for the purpose of elections hereafter to the legisla- tn ot
ture the island of Porto Rico shall be divided into thirty-five repre-  Secpwonial am-
sentative districts, composad of contiguous and compact territory and |
{ established, 80 far as practicable, upon the basis of equal population, ;
The division into and the demarcation of such districts shallpbe made . i
by the Executive Council of Porte Rico. Division of districts shall I
be made as nearly as practicable to conform to the topographical i
er pature of the land, with regard to roads and other means of communi-

u- eation and to natural barriers. Said Executive Council shall also Frpimelsixrin.

20 divide the ialand of Porto Rico into seven senatorial districts, each

a composed_of five contiguous and compact representative districts. .
ey m eir re wi y days e approval o

’ They shall make th rt within thirty days after th al of

: | this Act, which rt, when approved by the governor, shalf be final.

ae Sgo. 29, That the next election in Porto Rico shall be held in the Imtslectsm.

or ; pineteen bundred and seventeen upon the sixteenth day of .

or 3u]y At such election there shall be chosen senators, representa.

d ' tives, a Resident Commissioner to the United States, and two public-

! -, service commissioners, as herein provided. Thereafter the elections iy o

¥ 4 ghall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novem-

) inning with the year nineteen hundred and twenty, and
every four years thereafter, and the terms of office of all municipal
officials who have heretofore been elected and whose terms would
otherwise expire at the beginning_of the year nineteen hundred and
: : nineteen are hereby extended until the officials who may be elected
_:s;e to fill such offices in nineteen hundred and twenty have been

e dulﬁ qualified: Provided, however, That nothing herein contained Erismitng sc

an shall be construed to lLimit the right of the Legisiature of Porto

of Rico at any time to revise the boundaries of senatorial and repre-

n- - sentative districts and of any municipality, or to abolish any munici-

i pality and the officers provided therefor.

n " Sec. 30. That the term of office of senators and representatives T oflegiacan. !
N chosen by the first general election shall be until January first, nine-
y _ teen hundred and twenty-cne, and the terms of office of senators
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and reprecentatives chosen st subsequent elections shall be four
years from the second of January following their election. In case
of vacancy among the members of the senate or in the house of
representatives, special elections may be held in the districts wherein
such vacancy , under such regulations as may be prescribed
by law, but senstors or representatives elected in such cases ghall
hold office only for the unexpired portion of the term wherein the
VACANCY 0OCC . and no senator or representative shall, during the
time for which he shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil
office under the government of Porto Rico, norplgo?appointed to any
office created by Act of the legislature during the time for which he
shall have been elected until two years after his term of office shall
have expired. ‘

Sec. 31. That members of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of Porto Rico shall receive compensation at the rate of $7
day for the first ninety days of each regular session and $1 per cr:;
for each additional day of such session while in session, and mileage
for each session at the rate of 10 cents per kilometer for each kilo-
meter actually and necessarily traveled in going from their legislative

districts to the capitsl and tberefrom to their place of residence in

their districta by the usual routes of travel

Sec. 32. That the senate and house of representatives, respec-
tively, shall be the sole judges of the elsctions, returns, and qualifi-
cations of tﬁhexr membetrlsl, anddt.hey ish&].l have and axertgi:e all tlllm
powers with respect to the conduct of their proceedings that usual
pertain to-parliamen legislative bodies. PBoth houses shall eony-

vene at the capital on the second Monday in February following the -

next election, and organize by the election of a speaker or a preaidi
officer, a clerk, and a sergeant at arms for each house, and su
other officers and assistants as may be required.

Sec, 33. That the first session of the I.a&slatnre of Porto
Rico, provided for by this Act, shall convene on the twenty-eighth
day after the first election Erovided for herein, and regular sessions
of the legislatyre shall be held biennially thereafter, convening on
the sscond Manday in Februmh-iy of the year nineteen hundred and
nineteen, and on the second Monday in February of each second

ear thereafter. The governor may call iat sessions of the
L@atum or of the senate at any time when in his opinion the

ublic interest may require it, but no special session shnﬁ continue
E:nger than ten days, not mc’tuduépg Sundays and holidays, and no
legnalation shall be considered at such session other than that specified
in the call, and he shall call the senate in special session at least
once each year on the second Monday in February of those years in
which a session of the legislature is not provided for.

Src. 34. t the enacting eclause of the laws ahall be as to acts,
“Be it enacted by the Legislature of Porto Rico,” and as to joint
reschutions, “Be it resolved H the Legislature of Porto Rico.”
Except as hereinafter provided, bills and joint resolutions may
F eoch reglar semion of thelogilagire o budger of raceiobont
o seasi1on of the legislature a budget of receipts an
lensrgael:lditl.u'reas, which shall be the basis of the ensuing biennial appro-

nation bill. No bill shall becoms a law until it be passed in each
Eouse by a majority yea-and-nay vote of all of the members belong-
ing to such house and entered upon the journal and be a iﬁrowd
by the governor within ten days thereafter. If when a that

has been passed is presented to the governor for his signature he
approves the same, he shall sign it; or if not, he shall return it, with
his objections, to the house in which it originated, which house shall
enter bis objections at large on its journal and proceed to reconsider
it. If, after such reconsiderstion, two-thirds of all the members
of that house shall agree to pass the same it shall be sent, together
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with the objections, to the other house, by which it shall likewise
be reconsidered, and if approved by t.wo—t.{uds' of all the members
of that house it shall be sent to the governor, who, in case he ehall
then not spprove, shall transmit the same to the President of the pTimtl to the

.United States. The vote of each house shall be by yeas and nays

and the names of the members vot.i.nf for and against shall be en
on the journal. If the President of the United States approve the
same he shall sign it and .it-shall become o law. If he shall not
approve same he shall return it to the governor so stating, and it -
shall not become a law: Provided, That the President of the United 7%, 1y prat
States shall approve or disapprove an Act submitted to him under dest
the provisions of this section withip ninety days from and afier its
submission for his approval; and if not approved within such time
it shall become & law the same as if it had been specifically approved.
If any bill presented to the governor contains several items of ap- 7eto by tovemor of
propristion of money, he may object to one or more of such items, proprimticn bls.
or any part or parts, })ortion or portions thereof, while approving
of the other portion of the bill. In such case he shall append to
the bill, at the time of mgmnﬁ it, a atatement of the items, parta
or portions thereof to which he olijfacta, and the appropriation so
objected to shall nct take effect. any bill shall not be returned , 2iis oot returued,
by the governor within ten days (Sundsys excepted) after it shall
have been presented to him, it shall be & law in like manner ss if
he had signed it, unless the iegmhture by adjournment prevents ita
return, in which case it shall be a law if signed by the governor
within thirty days after receipt by him; otherwise it shall not be .. .
s law. All laws enacted by Legislature of Porto Rico shall be e 5. s,
reported to the Congrees of the United States, as provided in section
twenty-three of this Act, which hereby reserves the power and au-
thority to annul the same. If st the termination of any fiscal o et
the appropriations necessary for the support of the government for wnsd i 2 ecxn
the ensuing fiscal year shall not have made, the several sums
appropriated in the last appropriation bills for the objects and pur-
therein specified, so far as thesamemayboappﬁcnble,&nll .
deamed to be mp&m riated item by item; and until the legis- T

lature shall act.in su half the treasurer may, with the advies
g} the governor, make the payments necessary for the purposes

orasus. o :

Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedinfs and may, in its Lekisthe proced-
discretion, from time to time publish the same, an the yoas and DAYS  Joural of procesd-
on any ﬁeation shall, on the demand of one-fifth of the members &=
presont, be entared on the journal
beThe sessions of each house and of the committees of the whole ghall O semics.

open.

Neither house shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for Adewnments.
more than three days, nor to any other place than thst in which the
two houses shall be sitting.

No law shall be passed except by bill, and no bill shall be so altered Coustraciomallaws.
or qm:lnded on its passage either house as to change its
o pm‘-poso.

o act of the legislature except the general appropristion bills for  Limittka m

the expenses of the govemmenl: shall gt:ke effect until ninety dnys'& e e
afteritsp , unless in case of emergency (which shall be expressed
in the preamble or body of the act) the legisiature shall by a vote of
two-thirds of all the members elected to each house otherwiss diract.
No bill, except the general appropriation bill for the expenses of the
governmert only, introduced in either house of the legislature after
the first forty days of the session, shall become a law.

No bill shall be considered or become a law unless refarred to a  Cqmmittes  covsid-
committee, returned therefrom, and printed for the use of the mem-

91890°—voL §8—rr 1—861
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FProvisc. - bers: Prowi;, That either house may by a msjority vote discharge
o bargyofcommbt- o ooy ttee from the consideration of & measur mtﬁ bring it before

sobce of bt th;l bo;i for wnsiderart;irn. stion bills be
A e o bill, except genersl appropriation bills, ghall be passed contain.
ing more than ongc:3 subjacppw ich shall be clearly expressed in its
lgﬁe; but if any subject be embraced in any act which shall no¢
be expressed in the title, such act shall be void only as to so much

Amecdments, ot 1067€0f 23 shall not be so expressad, o
No law shall be revived, or amended, or the provisions thereof ex.
=~ tended or conferred by reference to ita title only, but so much thereof-
s i; h:eh:iged,lamexﬁd.eg, extended, or conferred shall be reenacted and

ubli at le . .

s eatos sm PO SR i o8 officer of each house shall, in the presence of the

house over which he presides, sign all bills and {c;i:;b resolutions passad

by the legislature, after their titles shall have been publicly read, im-

mediately before signing; and the fact of signing shall be entered on

the journal.
legislature shall prescribe by law the number, duties, and com-
pensation of the offic.rs and employees of each house; and no pay-
ment shall be made for services to the legislature from ths treasury,
or be in any way authorized to any person, exzept to an acting officer
or i'm l_l?lyee elected or appointed in pursuance of law.
0

lic officer, servant or employee, agent or contracior, aftar services

shall have been rendered or contract made.

e Except as otherwise provided in this Act, no law shall extend the
term of any ;Lt::lic officer, or increase or diminish his salary or emolu-
ments after his election or appointment, por permit any officer or
employee to draw compensation for more than one office or position.

Tevenne bl l{)i]ls for raising revenue shall originate in the house of repre-
sentatives, but the senate may propose or concur with amendments,
a3 in case of other bills.

Appropriatiad bl The general appropriation bill shall embrace nothing but appro-
priations for the ordinary expenses of the executive, legisiative, and
Judicial departments, interest on the Fublic debt, and for public

Ofhioars and szaploy-
-

No extrs puy bt sarv-
fome, et Lok

schools. other appropriations shall be made by separate bills,
N o each ernbracing but one subject. -
= we. L Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concurrence of both

houses may be necessary, except on the question of adjournment, or
relating solely to the transaction of business of the two houses, shall
be presented to the governor, and befors it shall take effect be ap-
proved by him, or, being disapproved, shall be mﬁﬁad by two-
thirds of both bouses, eccording to the rules and limitations pre-
et el moe o8 L et indiretl, offr, -
3 rson who shall, oF in v, offer, give, or promise
e any Igo]::::y or thing of value, t.{st.imoninl, privilege, gc:r rsolzld ad-
vantage to any executive or judicial officer or member oFet.he (
ture to infiuence him in the performance of any of his public or official
duties, shall be deemed guilty of bribery, and be punished by a fine
ﬁothexeeed.ing $5,000, or imprisonment not exceeg.i.n.g five years, or
oth. .
D s, Lhe offense of corrupt solicitation of members of the legislature,
#z., by isguenas.  or of public officers of Porto Rico, or of any municipal division
thereof, and any occupation or practice of solicitation of such mem-
bers or officers to influenca their official action, shall be defined by
law, and shall be punished by fine and impriscnment.
c Torenmert o . In case the available revenues of Porto Rico for any fiscal year,
pemsen 20t mat by rov- including available surplus in the insular treasury, are insufficient
A to meet all the appropriations made by the legialature for such year,
such appropriations shall be paid in the following order, unless other-
wise directed by the governor:

shall be p givilg any extra compensation to any pub- -
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First class. The ordinary expenses of the legislative, executive, Cusstimtin.
and judicial departmenta of the State mernment, and interest on
any public debt, shall first be paid in
nd class. Appropriations for all institutions, such as the peni-

tentiary, insane asylum, industrial school, and the like, where the
inmates are confined involuntarily, shall next be paid in full.

Third class. Appropriations for education and educational and
charitable institutions shall next be paid in full: -

Fourth class. Apirornanons for any other officer or officers,
bureaus or boards, shall next be paid in full.

_Fdift,h class, Appropriations for all ather purposes shall next be

aid.
P That in case there are not sufficient revenues for any fiscal year,
including available surplus in the insular treasury, to meet in _fuﬁetfa
appropniations of said year for all'of the said classes of appropriations,
t.gen said revenues shall be applied to the classes in the order above
named, and if, after the payment of the pricr classes in full, there
are not sufficient revenues for any fiscal year to pay in full the appro-
priations for that year fcr the next clsss, then, in that event, what-
ever there may be to apply on account of appropriations for said
class shall be distributed among said appropriations pro rats according
as the amount of each appropriation of that class shall bear to the
total amount of all of said appropriations for that class for such fiacal

Applichtion tociamms.

ya&r& sgpmsristion shall be made, nor any diture authorized smes. s 3

by the legislature, whereby the expenditure of the Government of ™4 **
Porto Rico during any fiscal year shall exceed the total revenue then
provided for by law and applicable for such appropriation or expendi-
ture, including any available surplus in the treasury, unless the ™7 o = st
leguﬂature m such appropriation shall provide for levying a
gufficient tax to pay such sppropriation or expenditure within such
fiscal year.
Sec. 35. That at the first election beld pursuant to this Act the wemy Sctent ©f
qualified electors shall be those having the qualifications of voters
under the pregent law. Thereafter voters shall be citizens of the
United States twenty-ons years of aﬁgr over and bave such addi.
tional qualifications as may be prescribed by the legislature of Porto ..,
Rico: Provided, That no property qualification shall ever be imposed  Frovwsy,  qostites-
upon or required of any voter. R eitant  Comeie
Sec. 38, That the qualified electors of Porto Rico shall at the next goom 1o te Tnited
eneral election choose s Resident Commissioner to the United
tes, whose term of office shall begin on the datg of the issuance of
his certificate of election and shall continue uniil the fourth of March, e o tam of
nineteen hundred and twenty-ome. At each subsequent election, torrmn
beginning with the year nineteen hundred and twenty, the qualified
electors of Porto Rico shall choose a Resident Commissioper to the
United States, whose term of office shall be four years from the
fourth of March following such general election, and who shall be
entitled to receive official recognition as such Commissioner by all
of the departments -of the Government of the United States, upon
presentation, through the Department of State, of & certificats of puwy a4 acw
election of the Governor of Porto Rico. The Resident Commissioner soom
shall receive a salary, pavable monthly by the United States, of
$7,500 per anbum. Such Commissioner shall be allowed the same
sum for stationery and for the pay of necessary clerk hire as is now
allowed to Members of the House of Representatives of the United
States; and he shall be allowed the sum of $500 as mileage for each
session of the House of Representatives and the franking privilege . 000 o
granted Members of Congress. No person shall be eligible to election '
as Resident Commissioner who is not a bona fide citizen of the United
States and who is pot more than twenty-five years of age, and who
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does not read and write the English language. In case of a vacanc
in the office of Resident Commissioner ﬂl;g; death, resignation, o{
otherwise, the governor, by and with the advice and consent of the
sepate, shall appoint a Resident Commissioner to fill the vacancy,
who shall serve until the next general election and until his successor
is elected and qualified. =~ o
Leguistivs ambor  Spc, 37. That the lative authority herein provided shall
"Rrtotasiarsd.  extend to all mattersof 8 egislative character not locally inapplicable,
including power to create, consolidate, and reorganize the muniei-
- palities so far a3 may be necessary, and to prdvide and repeal laws
and ordinances therefor; also the power to alter, amend, modify, or
repesl any or all laws and ordinances of every character now in lorce
in Porto Rico or municipality or district thereof in so far as such
alteration, amendment, modification, or repeal may be consistent
- " with the provisivns of this Act.
ahappriments ™ No executive department not provided for in this Act shall be
: created by the legislature, but the legislature may consolidate depart-
ments, or abolish any department, with the consent of the President
e e o O e SR { franchises vileges of
° cwm  Spc. 38. That ta of franchises, rights, and privileges of a
:E:?:l.mw!ﬂm. public or quasi publi?::ture shall be mad??& s pubhlz):-eerv:ce com-
mission, consisting of the heads of executive departments, the
suditor, and two commissioners to be elected by the qualified voters
at the first general election to be held under this Act, and at each

Terms o elective gubsequent general election thereafter. The terms of said elective
commuiseioners elected at the first general election shall commence on
the twent.g—eight.h day following the said general election, and the terms
of the said elective commissioners elected at each subsequent general
election shall commence on the second day of January following their
election; they shall serve for four years and until their successors

Conpicmiie. a1 glected and qualified. Their compensation shall be $8 for each

day's attendance on the sessions of the commission, but in no case
shall they receive more than $400 each during any one year. The
-said commission is also empowered and directed to discharge all the
yrexchoe grants, 8XeCUtive functions relating to public-service corporations heretofore
e, by. ' conferred by law upon the executive council ~Franchises, rights,
Approval. and privileges granted by the said commission shall not be effective
o until approved by the governor, and shall be reported to Congress,

: - which Eereby reserves the power to annul or modify the same.
peSieriste commat  The interstate-commerce Act and the several amendments made
e e p.smvoLy, OF t0 be made thereto, the safety-appliance Acts and the several
P v'q::oi'.pv.m.' amendments made or to be made thereto, and the Act of Congress
ok #:p-BUVALE, onitled ““ An Act to amend an Act entitled ‘An Act to regulate com-

Vol 37,p. 0L merce,’ approved February fourth, eighteen hundred and eighty-

seven, and all Acta amendatory thereof, by providing for a valuation
of the several classes of property of carmers subject thereto and
- securing informstion concerning their stocks, bonds, and other se-
curities,”’ approved March first, nineteen hundred and thirteen, shall
not apply to Porto Rico.

The islative Assembly of Porto Rico is hereby authorized to
enact laws relating to the regulation of the rates, tanffs, and service
of public carriers by rail in Porto Rico, and the Public-Service Corn-
mission hereby created shall have power to enforce such laws under
Raewrictive appropriate regulation.
skons o franctises, stz SEC. 39. That all grants of franchises and privileges under the
section last preceding shall provide that the same shall be subject
to amendment, alteration, or repeal, and shall forbid the issus of
stocks or bends except in exchnngg for actual cash or property st a
fair valuation to be determined the public-service commission
equal in amount to the par value of the stocks or bonds issued, and
shall forbid the declaring of stock or bond dividends, and in the case
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of public-service corporations shall provide for the effective regula-
tiog of charges t.he;qcr?(f) and for the purchese or taking of their prop-
erty by the authorities at a fair and reasonable valuation. Bl wn
at nothing in this Act contained shall be 8o construed as to ab- uea N ey
rogate or.in any manner impsir or affect the provision contained in V.3.p.78
sect.iondthre:ho “the joimil regolution B prcme:il }i{qy ﬁl?t&;mem
hundred, with respect to the buyi ,se'l]gng,or olding o estate.
That the Govemogegf Porto Rico aimll cause to have made and sub- woubokng. T
mitted to Congress st the session beginning the first Monday in De-
cember, ninetesn hundred and seventeen, a report of all the real
estate used for the purposes of agriculture and held either ‘dmacdg
or indirectly by corporations, partnerships, or individuals in hold-
ings in excess of five hundred acres.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. Jodicial department.

Sec. 40. That the judicisl power shall be vested in the courts and .mipma ™™
tribunals of Portc Rico now establisbed and in operation under and |
by virtue of existing laws. The jurisdiction of said courts and the aeagd. "™
form of procedure in them, and the various officers and attachés
thereof, slso continue to be ss now provided until otherwise
provided by law: Provided, however, That the chief justice and geso- e coust Yo
ciate justices of the supreme court shall bs appointed by the Presi- 4=
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate of the United
States, and the Legislature of Porto Rico shall have suthority, from -
time to time as it may see fit, not inconsistent with this Act, t0 OTgan- o pertarret,
ize, modify, or rearrange the courts and their jurisdiction and pro-
cI-,{qdure, except the District Court of the United States for Porto

ico.

Sec. 41. That Porto Rico shall constitute a judicial district to be awmes °'*'7'**
called “ the district of Porto Rico.” The President, by and with the _Jodex szaoer, and
advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint one district judge, Appunwmwst, -
who shall serve for s term of four years and until his successor is ™%
ﬁpoi.nted and qualified and whose salary shall be $5,000 per annum,

ere shall be appoinied in like manner a district attorney, whose
salary shail be $4,000 per sznum, and a marshal for said district,
whose salery shall be $3,500 per anoum, each for a term of four

ears unless sooner removed by the President. The district court , T4 204 powwn of
or said district shall be “the District Court of the United
Statea for Porto Rico,” and shall have pawer to appoint all necess:
officials sod assistants, including the clerk, interpreter, and su
commissionars as may be necessary, who shall be entitled to the
same fees and have like powers and duties as are exercised and per-
formed by United States commissioners. Such district court shall Ieristitin.
have jurisdiction of all eases ooﬁn.izable in the district courts of the
Ugited States, and shall proceed in the same manner. In addition
said district,_court shall have jurisdiction for the naturalization of
aliens and Porto Ricans, and for this purpose residence in Porto
Rico shall be counted in the same manner as residence elsewhere in Satts
the United States. Said district court shall have jurisdiction of all o s Soe o
controversies where ali of the fparties on either side of the controversy
are citizens or subjects of a oreiﬁn State or States, or citizens of a
State, Territory, or District of the United States not domiciled in
Porto Rico, wherein the matter in dispute exceeds, exclusive of
interest or cost, the sum or value of $3,000, and of all controversies
in which there is a separable controversy involvin.% such jurisdictional
amount and in which all of the parties on either side of such separable
conu-overa%h:re citizens or subjects of the character aforesaid:
Providad, t nothing in this Act shall be deemed to impair the Freee.

. jurisdiction of the District Court of the United States for Porto v

ico to hear and determine all controversies pending in said court
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pliisries, o, fom gt the date of the approval of this Act. Upon the taking effect of
oo, this Act the sslaries of the judge and officials of the District Court of
' the United States for Porto Rico, together with the court expenses,

shall be paid from the United States revenues in the same manner

gJempewy v ag in other United States district courts. In case of vacancy or of
the death, absence, or other legal disability on the part of the juc'l‘ﬁa

of the said District Court of the United States for Porto Rico, the

President of the United States is authorized to dségnnte one of the

judges of the Supreme Court of Porto Rico to di the duties

| of judge of said court until such absence or disability be removed,

-~ and thereupon such judge s0 designated for said sarvice shall be

fully authorized and empowered to perform the duties of said office

during such absence or disability of such regular judge, and to sign

all necessary papers and records as the acting judge of said court,

Duttad State 1 wighout. e:n:t.'i-‘t}ul coxfﬁaenllsataon!. the United S s poals
v == Sec. 42. That the laws of nited States relating to a )
v "™ wmits of error and certiorari, removal of causes, and other ngatt.ers
or proceedings as between the courts of the United States and the

courts cf the several States shall govern in such matters and proceed-

ings as between the district court of the United States and the courts

Twemu. of Porto Rico. Regular terms of said United States district court
ghall be held at Sen Juan, commencing on the first Monday in May

and November of each year, and also at Ponce on the second Monday

in February of each year, and special terms-may be held at Mayaguez

at such stated times as said judge may deem ersedient. All pls
and proceedings in said court s be conducted in the i
Attached to st etr- |as . 'The said district court shall be attached to and included
otk in t circuit of the United States, with the right of appeal and

review by said circuit court of appeals in all cases where the same
would lie from any district court to a circuit court of appeals of the
United States, and with the right of appeal and review directly by
the Supreme Court of the United States in all cases where a t
sppeuts, s tom °F al wouleh:o from sl;c.h d.lst.ricg courts, from the final
o mipeasae EC. 43, t writa of error and a m judgmenta
o and decrees of the Supreme Court or 'orto Rico ma be]taken and
prosecuted to the Circuit Court of Appeals for the First Circuit and
to the Supreme Court of the United States, as now provided by law.
T ks dnw. |, SEC. 44, TFhat the qualifications of jurors as fixed gy the local laws
my, sz, for dicriet of Porto Rico shall not apply to jurors selected to serve in the District
eomrt. Court of the United States for Porto Rico; but the qualifications
required of jurors in said court shall be that each shall be of the age
of not less than twenty-one and not over sixty-five years, a
resident of Porto Rico for not less than one , and have a sufficient
knowledgh: of the English language to enable him to serve as a juror;
they sha
court shall be selected, drawn and subject to exemption in acco: lance
with the laws of Congress regulating the sams in the United States
courts in 8o far as locally applicable. - '
GDeromictivm,tnas,  Sgc, 45. That all such fees, fines, costs, and forfeitures as would be
deposited to the credit of the United States if collected and paid into
o district court of the United States shall become revenues of the
United States when collected and paid into the District Court of the
United States for Porto Rico: Provided, That $50¢ a year from such
fees, fines,-costs, and forfeitures shall be retained by the clerk and
nded for law library purposes under the direction of the judge.
Drormiminotaal- 5o, 46, That the Aitorney Genersl of the United States shall
from time to time determine the salaries of all officials and assistants
appointed by the United States district court, including the clerk,
his deputies, interpreter, stenogra her4 and other officials and em-
plcgrees, the same to be paid by the United States as other salaries
and expenses of like character in United States courts,

Allowssce for Iaw

also be citizens of the United States. Juries for ths said
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- 8ec. 47. That jurors and witnesses in' the District Court of the  Jpm; e, to jurns
United States for Porto Rico shall be entitled to and receive 15 cents
for each mile necessarily traveled over any stage line or by private
conveyance and 10 eents for each mile over any railway in going to
and returning from said courts. But no constructive or double mile- _Constroctive mimgs
age fees shall be allowed by reason of any person being summoned ™™
both as witness and juror or as witness in two or more cases Eending - =
in the same court and triable at the same term thereof. Such jurors Perdhm
shall be paid $3 per day and such witnesses $1.50 per day while in
attendance upon the court. .

Skc. 48. That the supreme and district courts of Porto Rico and the i of habeas cor-
respective judges thereof may grant writs of habeas corpus in all
cases in which the same are grantable by the judges of the district
courts of the United States, and the district courts may grant write of Msodamas,
mandamus in all proper casea, .

Sec, 49. That hereafter all judges, marshals, and secretaries of posteons omeers, oot
courts now esteblished or that may hereafter be established in Porto mﬁ‘“ &3 Praklen-
Rico, and whose appointment by the President is not provided for by
law, shall be appointed I.F the governor, by and with the advice and
consent of the ge.na.te of Porto Hico.

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. Miscullanecos.

Sec. 50. That, except as in this Act otherwise provided, the salaries SOkl murie, o
of all tha officials of Porto Rico not appointed by the President, in- kxus revence.
cluding deputies, assistants, and other help, shall be such and be so

aid out of the revenues of Porto Rico as shall from time to tims be
lc:iet,ermined by the Legislature of Porto Rico and approved by the
governor; and if the legialature shall fail to make an appropriation for
such salaries, the salaries theretofore fixed shall be paid without the
necessity of further appropristions therefor. The galaries of all
officers and all expenses of the offices of the various officials of Porto
Rico appointed as herein provided by the President shall also be paid
out of the revenues of Porto Rico on warrant of the auditor, counter-
signed by the governor. The annual salaries of the foBowin%;.?amed
officials appointed by the President and so to be paid shall be: The
governor, $10,000; in addition thereto he shall entitled to the }
occupancy of the buildings heretofore used by the chief executive of -
Porto Rico, with the furniture and effects therein, free of rental;
heads of executive departments, $5,000; chief justice of the supreme
court, $6,500; associate justices of the supreme court, $5,500 each.

Where any officer whose salary is fixed by this act is required to yome=mooscty
give & bond, the premium thereof shall be paid from the insular N

Presidential ap-
palDiees.

treasury. .

Sec.51. That the provisions of the foregoing section shall not ,Munkipal —miasies
apply to municipal o%cials; their salaries andu:.ge compensation of «.
their deputies, assistants, and other help, as well as all other expen
incurred by the municipalities, shall be paid out of the municipal
Tevenues, in such manner as the legislature shall provide.

Sec. 52. That wherever in this Act offices of the insular govern- ,Costinnesce of pre-
ment of Porto Rico are provided for under the sam. names as in the = or.
heretofore existing Acts of Co:xﬁr& affecting Porto Rico, the present
incumbents of those offices shall continue in office in accordance with
the terms and at the salaries prescribed by this Act, excepting the
beads of those departments who are o be appointed by the governor
and who shall continue in office only until their successors are ap- o ..~
pointed and have qualified. The offices of secretary of Porto Rico
and director of labor, charities, and correction are hereby sabolished.

Authority is given to the respective appointing authorities t0 appoint Fiting new piaces.
and commission persons to fill the new offices created by this Act.
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Sec. 53. That any buresu or office belonging to any of the regular
departments of the government, or hereafter created, or not assigned,
may be transferred or assigned to any department by the governor
witi the approval of the Senate of Porto Rico,

Sec. 54. E’hnﬁ deeds and other instruments affecting land situate
in the District of Columbis, or any other territory or possession of
the United States, may be acknowledged in Porto Rico before any
notary public appoirited therein by pm}fm authority, or sny officer
therein who hag ex officio the powers of a notary public: Provided,
Thet the certificate by such notary.shall be accompanied by the cer-
tificate of the executive secretary of Porto Rico to the effect that the
notary ta.lg.% such acknowledgment is in fact such notarial officer.

Sec. §5. That nothing in this Act shall bo deemed to impair or in-
terrupt the jurisdiction of existing courts over matters pendi
therein upon the approval of this Act, which jurisdiction 15 in
respecta hereby continued, the purpose of this Act being to preserve
the integrity of all of said courts and their jurisdiction unti] other-
wise e1'31& ed by law, except as in this Act otherwise specifically

rovided.
P Sec. 56. That this Act shall take effect upon approval, but until
its provisions shall severally become operative, as hereinbefore pro-
vided, the corresponding ative and executive functions of the
vernment in Porto Rico shall continue to be exercised and in full
orce and operation as now provided by law; and the Executive
Council shall, until the assembly and organization of the Legislature
of Porto Rico as herein prov‘ideg, consist of the attorney general, the
treasurer, the commissioner of the interior, the commissioner of edu-
cation, the commissioner of health, and-the commissioner of agricul-
ture and labor, and the five additional members rs now provided by
law. And any functions assigned to the Senate of Porto Rico by
the provisions of this Act shzﬁ, antil this said senate has assembled
and organized as herein provided, be exercised by the Executive
Council as thus constituted: Provided, however ’I{at ail appoint-
ments made by the governor, by and with the advice and consent of
the Executive Council as thus constituted, in the Executive Council
as suthorized by section thirteen of this Act or in the office of Execu-
tive Secretary of Porto Rico, shall be regarded as temporary and shall
expire not later than twenty days from and after the assembly and
organization of the legislature-hereinbefore provided, unless said ap-
polntments shall be ratified and made permanent by the said Senate
of Porto Rico.

Sec. 57. That the laws and ordinances of Porto Rico now in force
shall continue in force and effect, except as altered, amended, or.
modified herein, until altered, amended, or repealed i:y the legisla-
tive authority herein prov'ideci for Porto Rico or by Act of Congress
of the Unitec{ States; and such Jegialative suthority shall have power,
when not imconsistent with this Act, by due enactment to amend,
alter, modify, or re&a;sal any law or ordinence, civil or eriminal, con-
tinued in force by this Act as it may from time to time see fit.

Sec, 58. That all laws or parts of laws applicable to Porto Rico not
in conflict with any of the provisions of Act, including the laws
relating to tariffs, customs, and duties on ui:gportnﬁons into Porto
Rico prescribed by the Act of Congress entitled “An Act temporarily
to provide revenues and a civil government for Porto Rico, and for
other purposes,” np%roved April twelfth, nineteen hundred, are
hereby continued in effect, and all laws and parts of laws inconsistent
with the provisions of this Act are bereby repealed.

Approved, March 2, 1917, o




