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1418 SIXTY-NINTH CONGRESS. Sms. I Cm 503. 1927

March ¢, 1037, OHAP. 503.—An Act To amend and reenact sections 3, 20, 31, 33, 38, and

8. 410, - !
—[ﬁiﬁ&k_rl—]_ 48 of the Act of March 2, 1917, entitled “ An Act to provide a civil governm
2 No. T for Porto Rico, aod for other ?urpom," as amended b} an Act spprosed Jun:?'t
1924, and for the insertion of a new section io eaid Act between sections 5 and
8 of said Act, to be designated as “5a" of said Act.

Be it enacted by the Senate end House of Representatives of the
oo“.;.‘f’m“.‘.“ ca United States of Americain Congress aumbkf?hat sect.ionfS of
Val. 19, p. 85 an Act entitled “An Act to provide a civil government-for Porto
waaed? P 1% Rico, and for other purgoses, approved March 2, 1917, as amended
by an Act approved February 3, 1921, be, and the same is hereby,

amended to read as follows:

Erport tases forbld-  « gpe. 3. That no export duties shall be levied or collected on

den, .
mwtm exports from Porto Rico, but taxes and assessments on property,

income taxes, internal revenue, and license fees, and royalties for
franchises, privileges, and concessions may be imposed for the pur-
poses of the insular and municipal governments, respectively, as
may be provided and defined by the Lefislature of Porto Rico: and
when necessary to anticipate taxes and revenues, bonds and other
obligations may be issued by FPorto Rico or any municipal govern-
ment therein as may be provided by law, and to protect the public
et nemlimited CTedit: Provided, er, That no public indebtedness of Porto
¢t Porwa Rico, 12d 8a0 Rico and the municipalities of San Juan and Ponce shall be allowed
in excess of 10 per centum of the aggregate tax valuation of its
property, and no public indebtedness of any other subdivision or
municipality of Porto Rico shall hereafter be allowed in excess of
5 per centum of the aggregate tax valuation of the e(su-opert;y in- any
poonds emmpt ;o such subdivision or municipality, and all bonds issued by the govern-
ment of Porto Rico, or by its authority, shall be exempt from taxa-
tion by the Government of the United étates, or by the government
of Porto Rico or of any political or municipal subdivision thereof,
or by any State, Territory, or possgssion, or by any county, munici-
pality, or other municipal subdivision of any State, Territory, or
vonds " uoe Foomonrd possession of the United States, or by the District of Columbia. In
in llmitation. computing the indebtedness of the people of Porto Rico, municipal
bonds for the payment of interest and principal of which the good
faith of the people of Porto Rico has heretofore been pledged and
bonds issuéd by the people of Porto Rico secured by Eon to an
equivalent amount of bonds of municipal corporations or school
boards of Porto Rico shall not be counted, but all bonds hereafter
issued by any municipality or subdivision within the 5 per centum
hereby authorized for which the good faith of the people of Porto
Ioteroal revenae TiC0 18 pledged shall be counted. )
azes, L FATORNY 4 Adnd it is further provided, That the internal-revenue taxes levied
Collection. by the Legislature of Porto Rico in pursuance of the authority
nted by this Act on articles, goods, wares, or merchandise may
levied and collected as such legislature may direct, on the articles
Frovas, rtmination SUDjeCt to said tax, as soon as the same are manufactured, soid,
impara. used, or brought into the island: Provided, That no discrimina-
tion be made between the articles imported from the United States
or foreign countries and similar articles produced or manufactured
i SDchs 0 in Porto Rico. The officials of the Customs and Postal Services of
the United States are hereby directed to assist the appropriate
oﬂicia}‘s of the Porto Rican government in the collection of these
taxes. -
e amend.  SEC. 2. That a new section is hereby inserted between sections 5
. and 6 of the Act entitled “An Act to provide a civil government
for Porto Rico, and for other purposes,” approved March 2, 1817,
as amended. as follows: L T
ot Tmrs rldence Sy 5a. That all citizens of the United States who have resided
or who shall hereafter reside in the island for one year shall-
FProvisce. citizens of Porto Rico: Provided. That persons born in Porto Rico

Otber manicipalities.
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SIXTY-NINTH CONGRESS. Sess. II. Cm. 503. 1927. 1419

of alien parents, referred to in the last paragraph of section 5, who 0fFortc Rican birth
did not a.pvail themselves of the privilege granted to them of becom- frin pureats

ing citizens of the United States, sh ave s period of one year

from the approval of this Act to make the declaration provided .
for in the aforesaid section: And provided further, That persons passnrelisstion of
who elected to retain the political status of citizens of Porto Rico nmignsaws.

may within one year-after the passage of this Act become citizens .

of the United States upon the same terms and in the same manner

as is provided for the naturalization of native Porto Ricans born

of foreign parents.” . -

Skc. 3. Tﬂat section 20 of the said Act be, and the same is hereby, o P #7-amend-
amended to read as follows: and

“Sgc, 20. That there shall be appointed by the President &N pomos by ‘the Pran
auditor, at an anpual salary of $6,000, for a term of four g:ars dent
and unti} his successor is appointed and qualified. There shall be an
assistant auditor and such other necessary assistants and employees
as may be prescribed by law. The asuditor shall apgomt. the assist-
ant asuditor. In case of the absence from duty, from any cause,
of the auditor, the assistant auditor shall exercise all the powers
and perform sall the duties of the auditor during such absence;
and in case of the absence from duty, from any cause, of both the
auditor and the assistant auditor, the Governor of Porto Rico shall
designate an assistant who shall have charge of the office. b over a1

“"The suditor shall examine, adjust, decide, sudit, and settle all Ananchlaccocnts.
accounts and claims pertaining to the revenues and receipts from
whatevér source of the government of Porto Rico and of the munici-
pal funds derived from bond issues; and he shall examine, audit,
and settle, in accordance with law and administrative regulations,
all expenditures of funds and property pertaining to or held in trust
by the government of Porto Rice or the municipalities or depend.-
encies thereof. He shall perform a like duty with respect to all
government branches. P lon o

“ The auditor shall keep the general accounts of the government, vouchen, s, "
be the custodian of and preserve the vouchers pertaining thereto. , . isdle
The jurisdiction of the auditor over accounts, whether of funds or um.ete. =

roperty, end all vouchers and records pertaining thereto, shall
ge exclusive. It shall be the duty of the auditor to bring to the
attention of the proper admunistrative officer expenditures of funds
or property which, in his opinion, are extravagant, excessive,
unnecessary, or irregular.

“ The decisions of the auditor shall be final, except that appeal
therefrom may be taken by the party aggrieved or the head of the
department concerned within one yesr, In the manner hereinafter , . .

rescribed. The auditor shall, except as hereinafter provided, have Uciied. states Comp
ike authority as that conferred by the law upon the Comptroller U Geerl.
General of the United States, and is authorized to communicats
directly with any person having claims before him for settlement,
oh:_- Wlftél any department, officer, or person having official relation with

is office.

* The auditor, with the approval of the governor, shall from time , Msthods of acooemt-
to time make and promulgate general or special rules and regulations
not inconsistent with law covertng the methods of accounting for
public funds and property, and funds and property held in trust po.,.
by the government or any of its branches: Provided, That any igoums of - trust
oficer accountable for public funds or property may require suc foroang.
additional reports or returns from his subordinates or others as he
may deem necessary for his own information and protection. Administration of

“ In the execution of his duties the auditor is authorized to summen 9384, issulng sab-
witnesses, administer oaths, and to take evidence, and, in the pur- peuss. ste.
suance of these provisions, may issue subpenas and enforce the

Asiistant saditor,
duties, ete.
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attendance of witnesses, and compel witnesses to produce boo!
letters, documents, papers, records, and all other articles deem
essential to & full understanding of the matter under investigation.
Anrml sl ports ~ “Asg soon after the close of each fisesl year as the account of said
by Aadiiar. year may be examined and adjusted, the auditor shall submit to the
vernor an annual report of the fiscal concern of the govemment,
showing the receipts and disbursements of the.various departments
-~ and buresus-of the government and of the various municipalities,
and make such other reports as may be required of him by the
governor or the head of the executive department of the Government
of the United States to be designated by the President as herein
provided.

; under gover. & i isi
pOBcn under g0 o t'lﬁleg gﬁi; ‘;):,,the auditor shall be under the general pupervision
Vol.3%p.omemend  Spc. 4. That section 31 of the said Act be, and the same is hereby,
s amended to read as follows:
Lagisiature. “ 8ec. 31. That members of the senate and house of representa-
L nd mbmge of tives of Porto Rico shall receive comEensation at the rate of $7 per
day for the number of days of each regular session and of each
special session while in session and mileage for each regular session
and each special session at the rate of 10 cents per Itlometer for
each Kilometer actually and necessarily traveled in going from their
place of residence in their legislative districts to the capital and
returning therefrom to their place of residence in their legislative
Provims. | e 1 districts by the usual routes of travel: Provided, That mileage for
one trip, only one trip in going tc and from each regular session and each
iy other paymients special session shall be allowed: dnd provided further, That the
’ members of the senate and house of representatives of Porto Rico
shall not be entitled to nor receive any emocluments, remuneration,
compensation, or payment for services or expenses other than the
$7 per day compensation for services and 10 cents per kilometer
for travel expense in this section authorized.”
Val.30,p.90.amend-  Sgc, 5. That section 33 of the said Act be, and the same is hereby,
e amended to read as follows:
Time of rgular ses-  “ Spe, 33. That regular sessions of the legislature shall be held
‘gogs. annually, convening on the second Monday in February of each
Restriction anspeciat Year and closing not later than April 13 following; the governor
samiozs. may call speciaf sessions of the legislature or of the senate at any
time when in his opinion the public interests may require it, but
no special session shall continue longer than fourteen calendar days,
and no legislation shall be considered at such session other than that
specified in the call therefor or in any special message by the gov-
ernor to the legislature while in such session.”
Voi.0,p.0obamend- SEC. 6. That section 38 of the said Act be, and the same is hereby,
od. amended to read as follows:
Public Bervics Com-  “ Sec. 88. That all grants of franchises, rights, privileges, and
mbelog. concessions of a public or quasi public nature shall be made by 8.
Authartty of. public service commission consisting of a public service commissioner
who shall be the president of the said commission, and two associated
commissioners, to be appointed by the governor with the advice and
Tarmms. consent of the senate. The Public Service Commissioner shall be
appointed for a term of three years and until his successor shall be
appointed and shall have qualified, and one of the said associated
commissioners, first appointed, shall hold for a term of two years and
one shall hold for a term of ofie year; and thereafter, each of said
associate commissioners shall hold for a term of three years and until
their successors shall have been appointed and shall have qualified:
Proviso. Provided, That the present elective members of the said commission
o eyt shall continue to be members of said commission until their term
wdlummsepls.  of office expires as now provided by law and shall form the commis-
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sion, together with the three members appointed by the governor as

aforesaid, until the expiration of such period of their services and

not thereafter. The salary of the commissioner shall be $6,000 8 year suartes.

and the said commissioner shall devote his entire time to his daties

as such commissioner. The compensation of the associated mem-

bers, both those elected and appointed, shall be $10 for each day’s

attendance at the sessions of the commission; but in no case shall

they receive more than $1,000 during any one year. The said com- e aver: pablio
mission is empowered and directed to dischar%e all the executive ’ )
functions relating to public service corporations heretofore conferred

by law upon the executive council and such sdditional duties and

functions as may be conferred upon said commission by the legis-

lature. Franchises, rights, and privileges granted by the said com- Orast of traochise,
mission shall not be effective until approved by the governor and

shall be reported to Congress, which hereby reserves the power to

annul or modify the same.

“ The Interstate Commerce Act and the severa] amendments made liierrtate Commeros
or to be made thereto, the Safety Applisnce Acts and the severs) not applicable, oY
amendments made or to be made thereto, and the Act of Con
entitled ‘An Act to amend an Act entitled “An Act to regulate com
merce,” approved February 4, 1887, and all Acts amendatory thereof,
by previding for a valuation of the several classes of property of
carriers subject thereto and securing information concerning their
stocks, bonds, and other securities,’ approved March 1, 1913, shall
no‘t; apply to Porto Rico.

legislative assembly of Porto Rico is hereby authorized to _Reulaton of tarifly
enact laws relating to the lation of the rates, tariffs, and ‘ser- by ek

vice of all public carriers in Porto Rico, and the public service com-
mission hereby created shall have power to enforce such laws under
appropriate regulation,”
EC. 7, That szction 48 of the said Act be, and the same is hereby,

amended to read as follows:

“ Skc. 48. That the Supreme and District Courts of Porto Rico o) miaethsbess cor-
and the respective judges thereof mey grant writs of habeas corpus
in all cases in which the same are granta%le by the judges of the Dis- Mandsma,
trict Courts of the United States, and the District Courts may grant
writs of mandam;xs u:h all proper cafzs% " Yo st o

“ That no suit for the purpose o restraining the assessment or col- _No s Testrin
fostion of any tax imposed by the laws of Porto Rico shall be main. a5 b paiaaisss o
tained in the District Court of the United States for Porto Rico.” o

Approved, March 4, 1927,

Courts.
.dVol.m,p.m.lmd-

CHAP. 504.—An Act To suthorize the constructign of three cottages and _ - |5 ek Tﬂ

8. 4077,
an annex to the hoepital st the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers — [Fublic, Ne. ]
at Marion, Iodiapa.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Marlon, Tod
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Board Coustruction antbor.
of Managers of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers Yol “ilitions to
is authorized and directed to construct at the Marion Branch of Hozest.
such home, at Marion, Indiana, on land now owned by the United
States, three cottages with an aggregate capacity of two hundred
beds, and a sanitary, fireproof hospital annex to the present hospital
with a capacity of fifty beds.

Sec. 2. Upon the order of a member of the Board of Managers nad'fo smmositbe-
of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, the followin

persons shall be admitted to such cottages and hospital annex for

the purpose of Tecelving medical treatment and the other benefits




