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I BASIC PROVISIONS 

Article I 
With the aim to e~sure constitutionally granted freedom of thol~ght and of 
ex:pIe~sion in public, the freedom of press and other media as well as 
ensuring the citizens' right to be irnprutially and timely informed about all 
event~ and issues that are impOltant both for their living and their work, the 
Republic of Montenegro (hereinafter refelTed to as: the Republic) ~nsures 
and guarantees die freedom of public information. 

Public information freedom is granted at the level of the standards as 
contained in the intemational acts on human rights and freedoms (the 'United 
Nations, the OESCE, the European COlUlcil, the European Union). . 

This Law and any regulation enacted thereof shall be intelpreted m 
compliance with the principles contained in the European Convention on 
Human Rights and shall be governed by the precedence law practice of the 
Europe<Ul Court and the European Commission for Human Rights. 

Article 2 
The freedom of public information comprises the freedom of expressing a 
different opinion, the freedom of collection, dissemination, publicizing and 
receiving information; freedom of the free access to all sonrces of 
information and the freedom of founding enterprises, institutions and 
agencies in field of the information, publishing or broadcasting media, in 
any form of ownership whatsc.ever. 

F Clifton White Resource Center 
InternatIonal Foundation for Election Systems 



" .' FF:OI'1 1'1 I /1 I ':.THF.5T1XI I 11FClF.'I'lH(, I ,It=-! PHOIIE "0. 

Article .3 
Public information SerViCes are rendered by means of puhlic infol'lnation 
1lledia .. 

The Public information medium is defined as either a press institution, radi(l 
or television broadcasting station, news agency or SOllle other public 
information medium. . 

The Press shall be defIned as newspapers, magazmes, reviews and othel 
periodical and non-periodical publications. 

The Radio and Television Stations shall be defined as the media \vhose 
fOll1iders peJfonn the production and broadcasting of radio and tel'evisioll 
programs as a pan of their principal business activity. 

The: News Agencies shall be defined as public media whose foundds by 
market terms perform the collection, analysis and dissemination of 
information to their users as a pall of their plincipal business activity .. 

Other Public Information Media shall be defined as eitber primed, audio­
visual or other forms' of production and dissemination of information 
intended for the public and publicized ina way that is typical fOl: public 
information media. 

A.nicle 4 
Censorship of the press and other public information media is prohibited. 

No Pe'J"SOIl shall haw the right to unlawfully restrict public illfonllutioll 
freedom, the operation of any public infonuatioll medil1m or its 
representative's, or to impose :my kiud of compulsion as to their activities. 

Tile COl11t shall have t.he authority to rule at .the emergency procedure on any 
case of violation of the public information freedom. 

The monopoly is !lot allowed ill petfonning of the public information 
$crVlc~.s_ 

The protection against the monopoly shall be provided by the enactment of a 
separate law. 
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Article 5 
ArIY legal or natural person shall havt' the right to take 
infonnalic)ll process and to be granted equal le11ns al Ihal. 

pal1 111 public 

Pursuant to the provisions of this Law, any foreign legal or natural pt'rson 
may participate in public information activities and shall be granted, equal 
tenlls thereto, 

The Republic is obliged to stimulate and support the diversity of all kinds of 
public information activities, complexity of ideas and thoughts ,in public 
iuf,)f[llarioll and also the introduction of modem technologies which enable 
direct communication with th", sources of infonnation hoth in OUT country 
and abroad. 

Alticle 6 
Public information media are obliged to publicize faithful, impmtial, rimely 
,md full infomlatioll about a\l events and occurrences in compliance with the, 
Joumalists erhic and the codes of profession. ' , 

Public information media are obliged to observe the citizens pnvacy anc! 
dignity, 

The, secrecy of a letter and other means of citizens' personal conllnunication 
is conside;'ecl inviolable and shall not be. abused in public infor;llation 
servIces. 

Art.icle 7 
This Law forbids publicizing of any unlawfully obtained infor,lllatioll 
(bugging devices, hidden cameras; information collected froin the 
intelligence's confidential records, by means of theft or any other kind of 
abuse), 

Public mediulll is not allowed to publicize or disseminaTe information which 
aci\'eltise: weapons, drug abuse, tobacco, alcohol or medicines that 'are not 
apprm'ed by medical authorities. 

Puhlic media in the Republic are obliged to protect moral inte!,'Tily of 
persons under age. 
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Public media are forbidden to interview or photograph minor pei'sow; in 
relation to the issues concenring their pers,"inal interests, unless a p,u'enl. or a 
legal or physical person entrusted with tile responsibility for a millor is 
present or gives his consent as to that. 

Public media are forbidden te. publicize identity of a minOT under the age of 
16 involved in a criminal act, .either in capacity ofa victim or a detendant. 

It is prohibited to interview minors under 18 years of age about political 
Issues. 

Article 8 
Any inforlllation at the disposal of legislative, executive and judiciary 
authorities as well as of the local autllOrities, companies and in~titlltions 
,vhich are );,'ranted competencies of a public authority, shall be accessible to 
the journalists on equal temlS, in compliance with tlleir respective 
operational by-laws and their openness: as for being the sources of 
information. 

Upon the request of journalists, all authorized person representing the 
authority referred t.o in paragritph 1 of this A,Iticle shall provide infonllatioll 
regarding authority's activities, unless these: information are declare.;! secret 
by the provisions of law. . 

A separate law prescribing the statlL~. of confidentiality of ceI1aill 
information and data shall be conformed with the standards contained in the 
international acts Oil humilll ti""edoIJ1S and rights. 

All authorized person shall be held accountable for the accuracy, 
completeness and timeliness of the intonunriclD issued. 

AI1icJe 9 
The Stilte shall provide funds for fulfillment of the citizens' right to be 
intonllcd as granted by the COllstitution and law, without any discrimination 
whatsoever and 011 the basis of program policy. : 

Public illforlllation media shall be t.inanced, by fOlmders, from the fllnds 
eanted on the market or fl:om other sources ili·compliance with the law. 
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The State shall ensme and financially support public information 
in langnages and alphabets of national and et1?nic groups. 

activities 

The State shall ensme and fin~Ulcially StlPport the public infon'nation 
services in Albanianlangnage. 

The State provides funds for production of information programs for persons 
with sight Ol" hearing disability." , 

The State financially supports media aSSociatIOns, regardless of their 
ownership status, in compliance with their agendas. 

The Republican Budget shall prescribe the amount and appropriation of the 
funds as referred to herein. 

Article 10 
Activities of foreign media in the Republic ;n~e stipulated by a separate Law. 

" 

Jl THE FOUNDATION, MANAGEMENT, EDITINP, FINANCING, 
PUBLlCIZING AND TERMINATION OF PUBLIC INFORMATION 

MEDIA' . 

1. The Fiwndation o(the Public h!1ormation}\fedia 

Attic It:! 11 
Public information media may be founded by any legal entity and in any 
form of ownership. 

Foreign physical or legal entities are entitled to be founders of public 
information media. 

Article 12 .. 
The Republic or local authorities found t\ie legal entItles which perform 
either information, publishing or broadcastiJ:ig activities or the public media 
whenever these activities are considered crucial requirement for the 
fultillment of constitutionally and statutOl:Y granted citizens' righ! to be 
informed. 
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The Deed of Foundation of a legal entity or public medium whose founder is 
the Republi.: or a local authority,' . shall be adopted by the 
Parliilmentlcompetent assembly ill compliance with the law. 

Alticle I J ;. 

The Deed of Foundation may entrust a legal entity perfonning information, 
publishing 01' broadcasting activities, whose founder is the Republic or a 
local authority, with either public authoriry or specific authority of the 
founder in relation to: its internal organization, method of work, fulfillment 
of obligations as from its reference, status changes etc., when this is 
considered cTllcial for the fulfillment of pub~ic interesT. 

The Republic lllay introduce measures to safeguard public interest in a legal 
entity referred to in paragraph I herein, in c6mpliance with a separate law. 

Alticle 14 
Public information media Illay be founde.p freely, without obtaining an 
approval and shall be registered with the;,Republican public information 
authority (hereinafter no-felTed to as: the competent RepublicaJl authority). 

Radio and TV broadcasting stations are fqtlnded upon obtaining approval 
from the authoriTy refelTed to in the paragraph I herein which shall set forrh 
palticular technical details related to thf use of the fi'equencies ilnd 
compliance with the minimum teclmical C011ditions as prescribed for radio 
and TV prof,,'Tam broadcasting. ' 

Anide 15 
Public medii! are founded by institution~, finns or agencIes that arc 
registered in the register of press and broadcasting. 

Physicili persons, political p,lIties, civil assqciiltions, religious, educational, 
cultural. sporr, medical organizations aJld 9~her associations may found a 
press medium without a foundation or r~gistratioll of the company or 
illstitutil)n . 

Alticle 16 
A public information medium is foullde.dpy the Deed of Foundation, U1 

compliance: WiTh the law. " 
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The Deed of Foundation of a public intofiilation medium compnses the 
iollowing particulars: 
l. • the name of the public mediulll 
., • residence i.e. main office of the fOlllld.;:r imd the editor 
3. • basic data on the editorial policy of th(pllblic iniormation medium 
4.. sources and patterns of financing :i: 
5. • rights and obligations of the fouuder a~' related to a public informatioll 

D1edillm 
6. • medium's management structure" (managerial bodies, their 

composition, rules of appointment and powers) 
7. • name of the editor-in-dlief 
~. • name .01' the person authorized for lodging the appliL:atioll for 

registration into the register of public infolIDatiollllledia. 
::. 

Anicle 17 
Prior to putting t.he puhlic information mediuin into operation, the founder is 
l'bliged to lodge an application for registr~tion into the register of public 
information media to the cOlllpetent Repub1i~an authority. 

·1:: 

The application for registration into the regi~~er of public information media 
shall be lodged by an authorized person vYho shall enclose therewit.h t.he 
dOCullleDt~ required by the provisions of la";:: 

The registration procedure and the record keeping protocol are defined by 
the competent Republican authority. 

Article 18 
Competent Repuhlican authority is obliged rp perform the registration of the 
medium into the register of public info'I:rnation media sub.iect to the 
fulfdlment of all requirements prescribed :by this Law and to notity the 
fOlUlde!' hereof not later than 15 days upon tIte receipt of the application. 

If the authority referred to in the paragraph lofthis Article fails to notit:y the 
founder bereof within 15 days upon the i:i'eceipt of the application, the 
registration of the medium shall be consider%d completed. 

Atticle 19 
The founder i.e. the editor of the public information mediulll is obliged to 
notify the competent Republican authority OD any modification of provisions 

. . 
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set out in the Deed of Foundation or on, the terminatiou of the: public 
intormation m.edium by a written notice that :~hall be forwarded to it not later 
than 15 days upon the modifications thereof b;eing made. . 

2. (\Iunagemenl oj" a Legal Dntfr), n'hieh Pe."fot'ms Informatioll. Publishing 
or BroadcaSTing Activitie-, . 

Article 20 

This Law, foundation act and a legal:: entit;.-'s by-law prescribe a 
management Ulodel for the related legal person which performs informat.ion., 
publishing or broadcasting activities. ;'. 

I 

The- legal entity refeITed to in the paragraph J of this Articlc and fou~dcd by 
the- government or by a local authority; shall appoint the following 
manage-llle-Tlt bodies: the- board of directors) the supervisory board and the-
director. " 

The- cOll1pdencies, powers., composition and ~ method of work as wdJ as the 
decision-making policy of the management bodies of the legal entity as 
rden-cd to in the paragraph 2 of this Article' ,are prescribed by this 'Lav,;, a 
De-e-d of Fnllndation and the legal entity's geileral by-law. 

Representatives of the- staff employed in a legal entity as refened to in the 
paragraph 2 of this Article shall take part ill the manageme.nt activities by 
terms and conditions.as set forth by the law a'[ld by a Deed of Foundation. 

Artic Ie 21 
The board of directors of a legal entityi::which performs intorm ati on, 
publishing or broadcasting activities and which is founde-d by the- Republic. 
or by a local authority., shall be appointed bi a competent assembly npon a 
proposal of the Government of the Republic Qf Montenegro or the coIilpetent 
body of a local authority. " 

The board of directors of a legal entity shall be- cOlllposed of :) members 
minimum to 11 member maximuIll., with the tour year term of the ottice. 

AIticle 22 
The snpervision bo,u'd of a legal entity~. which performs infon'nation, 
publishing or broadcasting activities and whi~h is founded by the state or by 

. ii 

,.-
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a local authority, shall he appointed by a comp<::tem assembly upon a. 
proposal of the Government of the Republic: of ,Monte;:negro I.e. competent 
body of a local authoriry for the four year tenll of the office, 

The supervision board controls the observ,ance of the laVy regarding the 
management of a related legal entity. 

Upon a request of the founder, the supervisitlD bOaI'd is obliged to make a 
report on medium's material-financial activi;t.ies, at least once a year, \Vhen 
realization of the editorial policy of a public tuedium is discussed/examined, 

The report referred to in the;: paragraph 3 shall be lodged for consideration to 
the proponent of the Republican Budget OJ': to a relevant body of a local 
authority. 

Alticle 23 
The director of a legal entity which perfoIJlls information, publisblng or 
broadcasting activity and which is fO\lnd~d by the state or by a local 
authority, shall be appointed by the board ofdirecrors UPOll the completion 
of all open competition and to it four year teriJl of the oftice, 

, . 
. ~:. 

Candidates for the post of the director ',are obliged to submit their 
development programs for the related enterp~se, institution or agency, 

The board of directors is obliged to reconsider the director's accountability if 
this is requested by the supervisory body. ;, 

If the bOaI'c\ of directors fails to act on the re~uest referred to in parabTraph 3 
ofthis AJ1ic1e, the supervision board is oblig~d to notify the founder th;;'reof. 

"':: 

3, Fub/ic 1<ledia EdiTing 

u) Editorial pOlk)' 

Article 24 ; 
The editorial policy, method of work, rights,,'obligations and J'esjJonsibilities 
in relation to any public, medium are prescribed by its tounder. 

The editorial policy of a public medium mipst not be directed to forceful 
destruction of tbe constitutional system, viOlation of the telTitoria.l integrity 
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of either the Republic, or the Federal ; Republic of Yugoslavia, to 
infringement of the statutory human and cIi,izen jj-eedoIDs and ri ghts or to 
TOusing natioll<l I, racial or religious intolerante/hatred. 

Article 25 ; 
The Republican Parlia11)ent or a relevant. body of a local authority is 
competent for establishing editorial policY, of a public medium through 
which the State or a local authority pui"sues its interests in fidd of' 
information, upon a proposal put up by thi: editorial board. The eclilOrial 
policy has a validity period of 4 ye<lrs and has to be adopted 60 days upon 
the appointment of the editorial board, ;' 

The editorial policy referred to in the paiagr<lPh I of this Article must 
provide in terllls of quantity, quality and content, tbe fulfillment of the right 
to be publicly infonned in their language to rhe national and etlmical groups 
living ill the Republic, " 

The editorial policy refelTed to in the pa~~graph 1 of this Article must 
provide in ter11)S of quantity, quality and confent, the fulfilhnent of the \;ght 
to he puhlicly informed in Albanian languag~, 

Anil'le 26 

,: 
",:' 

b) Ediroria/ Boqrd 
, ' 
',' 

A public llledium founded by the Republic or a local authorit.y has its 
editori"l board, 

The medium's editorial board is appointed by the Parliament/competent 
assemblv which elects its members fi'om the representatives nominated bv 
political' pmties alld ti)r 4 year rem) of thJ-' office, The editorial board i's 
composed of the equal nUlllber of represent~tives of the pmties represented 
in rhe Republican Parliam,ent i,e, in the asse~blies of local authorities. 

Dnring the editorial board's terIll of the ~ffice, the party lllay rec,all its 
member and propose to the Parliamenticomp'etellt assembly to appoint sOllle 
other member. :' 

The editor-in-chief takes part in the activitief of the editorial board but he is 
not entitled to rendering decisions,:: 
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Acti vilie::; of the editorial board are open to tile public . . . 

The editorial board adopts its operating by-l~w. 

Alticle 27 
t 

II 

The editorial board of a public medium proposes the editorial policy to the 
founder. continuously supervises and analy~es its realization and considers 

. objections of either legal or physical entities as to the obselvanceof the 
ti"~edolll of public infOl~natiollin activities o±'the public medium. 

The editorial board defmes a proposal of ~he editorial policy and renders 
decisions on appointment or dismissal of the editor-in-chief bv twocthirds 
majl)riry of the total membership. :;. '. 

;-

Upon the request of the founder, at least OllC~ a year, the editorial board shall 
make a report on the realization of ediroria!'policy to be submitted b~' thc 
end of January of current year referring to th~:pn:!vious one. 

;'. 

If the editorial board fails to submit a proP9sai of the editorial policy or a 
report on its realization to the founder, tlte board shall immediately be . 
dissolved. " 

. . 

c) J::ditor-in-ch!ef 

Altick 28 
Each pllblic mediulll has its editor-in-chief. '. 

,: 

( 

Editor-ill-chief edits public medium freely an;d independently. 
:;; 

A public medium .may have more than on~;editor i.e. for some issues or 
columns, radio or television programs, whoj;are appointed or dismissed by 
the editor-in-chief. ,. 

, . 
Editor-in-chief is obliged to submit a di'aft aWlUal report on the realizatioIl of 
editorial policy to the editorial board. ' 

i 
Article 29 
The editor-in-chief of a public mediulll whic~l is fi.mnded by the Repuhlic or 
;J local 311thOl'ity is elected by the editorial b?ard upon an open competition 
being called. 

~' . 

;< 
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Nominees for the post of the editor-in-chef W)lO apply to the competition are 
obliged to enclose with the application a copy of their editorial agenda as for 
the referred public information media. " 

d) Responsibility 

Atticle 30 
Editor-in-chief Of a public medium is respo~sible for the realization of the 
medillln's editorial policy. i' 

Editor-i.n-chief is responsible for evelY in(6nnatioll publicized in public 
medium except for the information he is obliged to publicize in compliance 
with the law or regulation on political pal1:ies' media pre.selllatioll. 

Editor-in-chief my be dismissed before the eIld of his appointment term only 
if it is c$tablished that he is accountable for:.violatioll of some proviSIon ~f 
law or the prograll~ policy of a public media,:: ' 

Attick 31 
The author i.e. supplie.r of either given :01' publicized information IS 

an:ountable for thei.r authenticity, 

If a public medium publicizes false info.r.mation which may hann the 
reputation or interest of a person it refers t~, which insults the honor and 
respectability of a referred person, if it givesior transmits a false information 
about a person's private life, qualificatioll!;or abilities, or if it hanps his 
dignity in any other way whatsoever-- the person concerned has a ful,l right 
to institute a law suit claiming damages against the author, editor-iIl~chief, 
found.::r 1)1' public information medium at a COUll of relevant jurisdiction. : ~ . 

e) Ihe Righ's cl/Parlial11e!lfary Parties 

Atticle 32 t 
A public medium founded by the Republic 0.1' by a local authority is obliged 
to impattially inform on vie".voints and ac'Uvities of parliamentary parties 
within its program activities, in confonnit~with the rules set tel/th by its 
editorial board, and to provide direct c()verage of the sessiOlis of the 
Repuhlican Parliament i.e. assemblies of Ibcal authodties, in compliance 
with their respective decisions. ' 
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Fulfillment of political pa.rties' lights in publlc media during the pre-election 
campaigning shall be defined by means of separate regulations that are 
prescrihed and adopted by a competent as~embly. Its enactment shall be 
controlkd by editorial hoards of public medit. 

::, 

The editorial policy of the public media refei!",d to ill th", paragrapl1 1 herein 
shall observe the standards of honest and i1ll~altiaf policy. ' 

~} PuNic A.J.:dia Financing 

Article 33 
Any public mediulll is fill<lllceci ti'om its tOlln'der's income. 

! 
The legal entity which is a founder of a puqJic intolTIlation media may earn 
its income from: subscriptions, productioniU'ade of goods, offering services, 
interests aDd dividends fro111 invested fi.U1ds,::tncome yielded fr01ll authors' 
rights and pateDts; legacies, presents!, and endowments, cltlzens' 
contributions and fj'om other income sources;in complianc.e with the law. 

• l' 

Article 34 
A public' mediulll founded by the Republic ot by a local authority is entitled 
to receive funds [Tom the Budged subject toi:the formulation of a work plan 
by its Board nf Di.r",ctors and ,[ wlinen approval ti'om both the editorial and 
s{lpervisory board. ; 

AIticle 3:', 
A legal entity which perfOnllS radio and teleVIsion broadcasting is entitled to 
introduce subscriptions for its prog.rams. :,' 

~' 

A legal entity as referred to in paragraph It,of this AIticle shall pass the 
enactment, lIpon the approval by a cOlilpetent Republ ican autllority, 
prescribin g terms, amoullts, distribution aljid appropriation of the funds 
~ereof . : 

Article 36 , 
If a legal entity performing information, Il~ws-pllblisbing or broadcasting 
activities, founded by the Republic or a loc~l authority, reports a loss in its 
annual balance sheet - a founder is free to decide whether to k:e":!p on 
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pursuing its public intere.st through that Tpediu111 <Ind provide funds for 
covering the loss. provided that the loss wa~ not incuned by uneconomical 
<lud misdirected utiliz<ltion of the provided ftinds. 

, 
In case that a founder chooses to decline ':services of the legal entity as 
refelTed to in paragraph 1 of this Altide in :pursuit of his public intere~t, it 
shall cover for the losses incurred ill the p~ri()d when medium's opemtioll 
was satisfyiug established public interest:! Hereupon, the Iiquidatlou or 
bankruptcy proceeding is instituted on that l~gal entity, 

;:: 
'. 

5) Pl.lblishinz & Broadcasrinf!; . ~ ~ 

Article 37 
Public information publisher/broadcaster as ito the provisions of this Law is 
defined as any legal entity or natural personithat publisheslbroadcasts public 
info11l1ation medium for which it completel{or partially provides funds a1)d 
other requirements [OJ' publishinglbroadcastiiig medium's pl'O£,'1'al1). 

If a faun del' is not also a publisherlbl'Oaqcaster of a public information 
medium: the mutual rights, obligations. a~d liabilities of a fOlUlder and 
publishedbroadcaster shall be defined by a s~parate contmct. 

Article 38 
Each published issue shall bear the following designations: the name and the 
address of a founder and publisher, the narr);e of the press house, name and 
surname of the editor-in-chie±: registration 1}l1mber and date, place and yeaJ' 
of publishing or copying. i' 

Radio <Ind television programs shall bear *e following designations: rhe 
/lallle of a radio/television broadcasting stat~'on, title of a program, name and 
surname of an editor-in-chief and program. eqitor. 

". 

AlticJe 39 
A printing house lllay print or copy newspapers, magazines, reviews and 
other periodical and non-periodical publicat:j9Ds exclusively provided that it 
obtains a celtiti.cate of their registratio~ into the register of: public 
information media. 

~' . 
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A. printing house, or it publisher of a printeq issue that was not copied in the 
said printing house, is obliged to promprl/forward the first copies of each 
issue to a competent public prosecutor, aijd to the competent Repilblican 
authority. 

6) Termination of a Public Inli)rmution A1ediul1I . . . ,. 

Article 40 
A puhlic information medium shall be ; terminated upon the decision 
rendered by a fOlUlder which is obliged to ~otif)' the competent Republican 
authority thereof for the purpose of the mecj.iul11' s removal from the register 
of public infonnation media, nol later tl\.~.n 8 days upon rendering this 
decision. 

Al1icJe 41 
A public information medium shall be tertninated without decision of its 
founder if the founder or publisher/broadcaster fails to publish a new 
periodical or newspaper issue within the period of twelve months or does not 
broadcast radio, television or news service programs within the period of si.'<C 
months. 

A c.ompetent Republican' authority 
mediulll that ceased working: as by 
Article. 

shall .,,remove 
the d.ffinition 

,j 

from the register any 
of paragmph 1 of this 

III JOURNALISTS' RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS 

Altick 42 
AjonrnaJist professiou ill the Republic selv~s for the freedom of expl:essioll., 
which inv"lves the freedom ofthollght., ofrieceiving and giving infomlation, 
commenting on events., OCCUITences., stateS' and conduct of persons in all 
fields of life, with a full obselvance of t~e. ij-eedoms and rights that are 
protected by the European COllvention on Hhman Rights. 

A journalist can not lose his job, have his position changed within the 
editorial staff or his salary reduced becaus;e of his opinion or a vie,wlJoint 
expressed. 
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Aliicle 4:-
A journalist has the right and duty to pU1)Iicize: infolmation on lIlilawful 
acts or 011 improper conducts; infonnatiol~ which may protect health and 
safety of citizens; iuformation on inac(urate!stalernent given by a legal emity 
or iudi vidual, as well as any information wliich bv undeniable facts indicate 

;. -
on defects in performing public functions. , . 

Aliick 44 
Anv iournabst has a right to decline writing, preparing or taking part In. 

producing an articlelreporting the coment\of which violates provIsIons of 
the law and the codes of journalism. 

A journalist who declines to carry out an order that lIlay infringe law, 
professional ethics or (odes of journa1islll~hall not be dismissed from his 
job, lose his position in editorial oftice or has his salary reduced. 

Anidt 45 
A joumalist is not obliged to notify to government authorities or local 
authorities as to the source of informatio:;1 that was made public, if the 
source of information wants to remain unkn0wn. 

Anv ntws item whose content was changed,:through editing procedure shall 
not' be made public under either author' s nar~e or his pseudonym without his 
consent. 

Editor-in-chief shall be held accotmtable for"publicizing news items contrary 
to provisions of par'agraph 2 of this Arti,,~e. If the author's reputation is 
tarnished by that news item, he is entitled tOidaim damage. 

, 

Alticle 46 
Journalists' rights and obligations are prescribed by respective general by­
laws of public information media in compliance with law, branch copective 
agreement arId the codes of journalism. . 

.Toumalists are granted the right to voluntalY association in clubs and 
associations for the PllJvose of solving com.illOlI problellls, arranging;mutual 
cooperation and joint representation. ' 
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UpOll the request of a competent state anthonty, public inf0111latioll nlcdium 
whose founder is tlle Republic or a public ;!authority is obliged publicize a 
statement about facts whose publicizing is cqnsidered urgent and particularly 
important for citizens and legal entities, and which refers to a thI·eat to 
people's lives and health, their propenyl:or tJle country'S defense and 
security - without delay and without c.urtail.nients of the related statement. 

- - i" 

The statement refened to in the paragraph 1 of tlris AI1icle shall be 
publicized free of any charge. 

A.nicIe 48 
Each physical person or a legal entity is entitled to give a statement Of. make 
a conectionin case that the publicized information violated his right or 
interest. 

The editor-in-chief is obliged to publicize 
information that was made public. 

a statement or correction to the 

The correction and the reply shall be publici7.;ed free of any charge . 
. : 

Article 49 
A reply or a correction as by provisions set oyt herein shall be detined ils any 
iuformatioIl which supplements the facts 'and data from the publicized 
information in terms of its completeness <mdfluthenticity. ' 

The reply or correction shall be publicized without any modification or 
ilddition and in the same colulllll i.e. t?levision/radio program which 
publicized the information related to the reply or conectioll., which is: ill the 
fi rsl. or the second press issue at the latest, or ill the first or in second 
sllbseqlLent radio/TV program broadcast at the latest - after the receipt of the 
reply or correctioll. < 

It is not allowed to concllnently publicize a;commentary on either reply or 
conection to the informatioIl. 
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, 
Artick 50 
If an editt>r-in-chief declines to publicize a r~ply or a conec.tion of the [;ellsc 
information which violated sorneone's right or interest, if he concunently 

. publicizes comment and the reply or correctibn, if he fails to duly and timel)' 
publicize reply or correction as to the pnwisi~ns of this Law - a 'submitter ~f 
the reply or conection shall be fully elltitkd~o institute a law suit in a court 
with the jurisdiction in the area of the lllain qtncc:: or residence of the person 
who submitted the reply/colTection. . 

If the law suit is upheld, the COUll shall by its decision order the editor-in-, . 
cbief to publicize the reply or correction as prescribed by this Law i.e. in the 

. first Of, at latest, in the second issue of a Ij.~lated press/broadcast program 
UpOll the recc::ipt of a valid court decision. . 

The proceedings upon the law suit for publiC;izing a reply or conection shall 
be mgent. ", 

Anicle 5J 
Eclitor-in-chief is not obliged to publicize a r~sponse orconection if: ., 

(I) a reply or correction does not refer to rhe information which was the 
reason for claiming publicizing of the reply/colTection or if it does not 
contain true data referring to the claims p~lblicized in the information; 

(2) a reply or correction cO;ltests 'the colltdJlt of a publicized information 
whose authenticity was verified by a valid decision of a competent 
authority. . 

(3) il reply or cL)lTectioIl was not signed b¥ all authorized person or if a 
person who submitted cOITection or reply/ailed to write his identity card 
number and residential address on it. 

(4) a reply or cOITectiolJ disproponionarely,exceed the length of a related 
. information and a submitter thereof decl)ines written claim of editor-in­

chief requesting appropriate shonening '* the reply or correction. 
(5) a reply is considered libdous or in a~y other way prohibited by a 

separate regulation 

Article 52 
A public informatioll.medium is obliged ro!keep all texts and infonnatioll 
recordings for minimulll 7 days upon theidpublicatiou and to make them 
availabl'; to persons who lila)' claim their hght to correction or reply by 
provisions of this Law. 
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Upon a written request, public information :inediulll is obliged to forward 
texts or information recordings to the comp,etent Republican authority for 
the plUvose of instituting the administrative:"supervisory measures that are 
prescribed by the law, 

VI RADIO BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
;1 

Article 53 
As to the provisions of this Law, the broaclca;iting activity shall be defined as 
<lily radi 0 or television production and broidcasting activity by means of 
radio-relay, ground, cable and satellite trans~ission as well as via ground or 
cable. distribution systems, : 

Radio broadcasting is done by means of ,broadcasting svstem which IS 

developed and operated as OJ tec1mically integrated and compatible system. 

The radio broadcasting system by means of which the public information 
media founded by the Republic or local·auth9rities broadcast their programs, 
is the public property and shall be assigned tlle status of a national interest, 

iuticle 54 
The broadcasting license for setting lip ,a radio or televis.ion station shall be 
granted by the competent Republican authority to any legal entity whic,h is a 
founder of a public medium provided that he fulfills the follo ... ving 
requirements: 
(1) obtaining license for radio frequency gra,nted pursuant to the regulations 

~)n te1ecomIDuni'catioil links; , 
(2) satisfying minimum technical conditions for radio and television 

* broadcasting; ,. 

1'v1illimulJ) technical conditions for radio amLtelevision broa.(\casting shall he 
prescribed by' the competent Republican authority. 

Altide 55 
Radio broadcasting frequencies, being a ~tate-owned property, shall be 
leased to allY kgal entity that is registereqt tor broadcasting activities on 
equal terms stipulated by a separate contl;act that is concluded with the 
Government of the Republic of Montenegro ' 
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The broadcasting frequency lease is chargeabk. 

The price and terms for broadcasting jieq uel~cy lease shall be prescribed by 
the Government of the Republic ofMonlenegro. 

AIticle :"6 
Legal entities which aTe founders of radio OT :television broadcasting stations 
are entitled tn: produce and broadcast programs, build, develop and maintain 
their technical capacities, develop market-or~ented production of programs, 
produce vide,) and audio cassettes, broadcast cOlllmercials and pelioJ1uing 
other activities, in compliance , ... ·ith the law. 

Article 57 
Legal entities that are founders of radio or fdevision broadcasting stations 
are also entitled to broadcast programs of oth\:r public media. 

:; 

Two or more public media may produce and broadcast their joint programs. 

]l.1umal relations of the legal entities referred to in the paragraphs 1 and :? 
herein are defined by a separate contract.' 

Article 58 
Radio or television stations that are founded by a local authority shall adjust 
their program broadcasting sclledules to th~ radio or television programs 
broadcast by stations t<,lIlIlded by the Republic, 

If any rauio or teIe-vision broadcasting station refened to in paragraph 1 of 
this A.nicle fails to adjust its program broad~asting schedule, the competent 
Republic authority shall render a decision for';its temporary adjustment. 

:j. 

AIticle 59 
Radio and television stations in the territorY of Montene!,'1'0 are obliged to 
arrange a mutual cooperation in terms of p~oducing programs so that they 
cater tor tillfillment of citizens' light to be iillpaltially and timely informed 
on all events related to their life and work. " 

With a view to providing the public with illfcinnatioll and direct influence on 
the program structuring, radio and tele-vi$ion broadcasting stations are 
obliged to timdy publicize their daily and wdekly program schedules. 
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VI THE COUNCIL FOR THE PROTECTION OF PUBLC 
INFORMATION FREEDOM , 

AnicIe 60 

~I 

With a "iew to protecting the 1ieedOlH of public information and the 
citizens' right to receive authentic a.lld int~g:ral information as well as to 
providing terms for accountable activities of all participants in' public 
information, the Council for the Protection; of Public lufOImation Freedom 
(hereinafter refelTed to as the Council) is established. 

The Coul)cil is composed of seventeen mel)lbers and appointed to the four 
year term of the otlice. .. 

Seven members to the Council shall be' appointed by the Parliament 
proportionately to the parties' representation in it; one member each by the 
President of the Republic and by the G:9vemment of the Republic of 
Monrenegro; two members each by the University of Montenegro, the 
Montenegrin Academy of Sciences and Ar~s, the Helsinki C011lmittee for 
Montenegro and two representatives of the Republican joumalist 
associations/societies. 

The Council's work and election of the chai,irman shall be prescribed by the 
internal regulation. . 

Article 61 
The Council analyses and monitors activities of the press, broadcasting 
media, movie production and news ser~ices and it proposes to the 
.P;uliillllent and otber authorities the measttr,es to be taken \vith the aim to 
protect and promote fi'eedom of public iuioIl!lation <1lld fulfillment of public 
interest. 

In its terms of its reference as set out in the:paragraph I of this AIticle, the 
COllncil palticulariy considers and adjudicat¢s the following issues: 

1. objections made by citizens and legal entities to any information 
publicized by a public inti)rmation Uledia; .. 

2. objections made by journalists and publisJlers as to any action on the pal1 
of either state or local authority which resnicted public information 
ti'eedonL 
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3. objections made by jOlUnalists as to allY action on the palt of either state 
or local authority acting as the source ofinfon11ation: 

4. objections made by journalists, editors or joumalist associations as h) any 
action on the part of founder or publisherlbroadcaster of a public 
information medium related to the freedom of expressing opinion. 

The Council shall SUppOlt the obselvance of the jOlUllalist ethic m its 
activities related to protection and prolllofion of the public information 
tj·eedom. 

Jonmalist ethic shall be prescribed by a code enacted by journalist 
associations and societies in Montenegro upon the approval by the COlUlCi!. 

AIticle 62 
The pnlposais fOIwarded by the Couucil shall be considered and adjudicated 
by the P<lrliamelll, competent state or local authorities. 

Pllblic information media arc obliged to publicize allY statement of the 
Council that concerns their "Work free of any· charge. 

The Republic 5h<111 provide conditions for til" Council's operation. 

The competent Republican authority shall perform administrative and other 
selvices for the Council. 

VII ADMINISTRATIVE SUPERVISION OF THE PUBLIC MEDIA 

Article 63 
The supervisioll of fulfillment of statutory requiremenls prescribed for 
setting up a public information media and oUhe lawfulness of their activities 
shall be performed by the competent Republican authority. 

Anicle 64 
If the competent Republican authority determines that a public information 
medium does not fulfill requirements for setting into operation or resuUling 
its activities or that it does not obselve either the law, other regulations 01· 

by-laws - it shall order a deadline fO!" remedial activities and inform the· 
founder hereoll. 
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vrn PENALTY PROVISIONS 

Article 65 
A fine in [he amount from ten-fold to thiliy-fold Tnnumum salary in the 
Republic shall be imposed on a founder or publisher/broadcaster if: 
(l) a public inforrna60n medium is set into qperation prior to its registration 

or expiration of the registration deadline (Article 17); 
(2) a modification to the Deed of Foundation is not duly notitied to the 

Republican public infonnation authority (Article 19); 
(3) any copy of the press or any radio/television news item IS no~ duly 

designated (AI1:icle 38); , 
(4) UpOIl its tennilJation, H public, illfonnation medium fails to duly notify the 

Republican public information authority as required for a medium's 
removal from the register (AJiicle 40). 

The infringement as set out in line (1) herein shall be sanctioned on the 
authorized person of the founder or publisherfbroadcaster and chargeable in 
the amount ranglog from five-fold to ten-fold mlIllmUlll salary in the 
Republic, 

Al1:icle 66 
A fine l'hargeable jiOlll ten-fold to twenty-fold amount of mininllull salary in 
the Repub1i<.: shall be imposed on an editor-iJl~chkf if: 

(1) he publicizes an information supplied in an unlawful way, as prqcribed 
by the AI1:ic1e 7 ofthis Law;· , 

(11 he publicizes or transmits information .which advertises produc.ts the 
advertisillg of which is prohibited pursuant to provisions of the Altic1e 7 
of this Law; 

(3) he t;)i\S to protect the integrity of a person under age (Alticle 7 of this 
Law') 

(4) it dOeS not inform about viewpoints and activities of politi<.:al paliies in 
terms of provisions set out in the Article 32 herein; 

(51 upon the request of competent state autholity, The lllediulll fails to 
promptly and authentically publicize a statement i.1l terms of provisions 
set out ill Article 47 herein; 
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The inii"ingem.ent as set out ill the line (1) herein shall be sanctioned (m the 
founder or publisher/broadcaster chargeable from twenty-fold to fifty-fold 
minimuTIl salary in the Republic. 

Anicle 67 
A fine cku'geable from ten-fold to twenty-fold nllIllIIlllIIl salary in the 
Republic shall be imposed on an editor-illcchief on the grounds of the 
infringement of the law if:. 

(1) he <.:urtails the freedom of jomnalists as granted by provIsIOns of the 
Alt.icle 42, 43 and 44 of this Law; 

(2) pursuant to tbe provisions of this Law, he fails to publicize a reply or 
cOITection to the information that was pi'evioltsly publicized and 'which 
violates someone's right or interest (Altide 49 and 50); 

(3) if commentary to a reply or conection is publicized cOnCtuTently with t.he 
referred response or correction (Article 49); 

The infraction a~ set out in the line (I) herein shall be sanctioned on a 
founder or publisher/broadcaster chargeable in the amount of twenty-fold to 
fifty-fold 111inimulll salalY in the Republi<.:. . 

Article 68 
A fine in the amount of ten-fold to fifty-fold amount of the minimum' salary 
in the Republic shall be imposed on an author or a person who gives.a false 
illfonnation or untruthfully transmits it with a purpose of publicizing it in a 
public media. (Alticle 31). 

Alticle 69 
A fille in the amount of nventy-fold to fifty-fold lJllnllnUm salary. in the 
Republic shall be imposed on a printing house or a publisher of the news 
it.em that. was not. pri.nted in the referred printing plant if, uJlon providing 
printing service to an unregistered public .medium, it fails to immediately 
fOl'ward one copy of the fi.rst copies of each printed item to the competent 
authorities as prescribed by the Article 39 of this Law_ ' 

The infringement as set out in paragraph (1) herein shall also be sanctioned 
on the- authorized person of a plinting bous~ or of the publisher tor tl~e items 
not printed in the printing honse, chat-geable ill the amount of te.n_fold to 
twenty-fold minimum salary in t.he Republic. I 
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IX THE TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS 

Anicle 70 
Outhe day of coming into effect of tllls Law, public information media shall 

. contin.lIe their work pursuant to the terms and conditions as prescril)ed at 
their registration into the register of public media, while t.hey are obliged to 
compkte the procedure of conforming tbe.irorganization structure and their 
general bY'-laws to the provisions of this La\v within 60 days upon the date. 
of coming into effect of this Law. . . 

Atticle 71 
The procedure of appoinring managerial Qodies of legal entities which 
perform infonnation, publishing and broadcasting activities founded by the 
Republic or a local authority, shall be perfonned within 60 days from the 
date of cOllling into effect of this Law. 

The editor-in- chiefs of public media that are fouuded by the Republic or a 
local authority shall be appointed within 60 days fr0111 the date of coming 
into effect of this Law. 

Article 7~ 
Regul<Jtions as t<x the entorcement of this Law shall be enacted within 30 
days 6'(l11) the date of coming into effect of this Law. 

Anicle B 
The Public Information Law COffic.ial Gazette of the Republic of 
Montenegro", No. 56/93) a~ well as the statutory provisions and, other 
regulations that ,U'e contrary to provisions of this Law shall becollle 
illop<'!rative on the day of coming into etIect ofthis Law. 

Atticle 74 
This Law shall come into effect one day after the date its promulgation 1t\ 

the "Official Gazette of the Republic ofMontellegro". 


