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Omissions 

Subsidiary Logislation made under sections 29 and 30 have been omitted. 

Note 
CD 

8ectJon 166 of Act 41 of 1976 

Page 

82 

119 

178 

8eotion 166 of Act 41 of 1978 (See Fourth Schedule to Act 37 of 1980) has been in· 
oluded in the Preecribed Forms Rulea of this Chapter (p. 178) as rule 2. 

Rel1lstratlon Rules 

Rule 78 of the Registration Rules (added by L.N. 46/1980) has been 
omitted since this rule had only a limited application to municipal 
council and county councils elections in 1980. 
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In the Election Rules, at page 170, in rnle 101(1), in the last line 
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CHAPTER 2:01 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 
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25. 
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PART III 

ELEOTIONS 
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L.R.O. 1/1990 
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CHAPTER 1:01 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

An Act to re-enact and amend the law which provides 41 01 1987. 

for the registration of electors to vote at elections 
of Members of the House of Representatives, 
of Municipal Councils and County Councils, 
and for the regulation of the holding of such 
elections; for the disqualification of the holders of 
certain specified offices and appointments for 
membership of the above mentioned bodies; for 
the determination of questions as to membership 
of Parliament and of Municipal Councils and 
County Councils; for the registration of other 
persons; and for other purposes connected there· 
with. 

7 

[21sT DECEMBER 1967] Commen ... 
ment. 165/1987. 

1. This Act may be cited as the Representation ,of the Short I1t1e. 

People Act. 

1. (1) In this Act- -.-...un 
, h . . 1.20 01 lillie 

"ballot box' has t e mearung assIgned to it in the Election 8 ::1::: 
Rules; 37 of 18801. 

"ballot paper" has the meaning assigned to it in the Eleotion Sub. Le,. 
Rules; 

"candidate" in relation to an 'election, means a person who 
at that election is elected to serve in the House of 
Representatives, a Municipal Counoil, or a County 
Council, or a person who is nominated as a candidate 
at the election or is deolared by himself or others to be 
a candidate on or after the day of the issue of the writ 
for an eleotion, or after the dissolution or vacancy 
in consequence of which the writ was issued; 

• "central register" means the register established under 
section IS( 2) ; 

"Chief Election Offioer" means the Chief Eleotion Officer 
referred to in seotion 3 or any person aotiIig in his 
office; 

"the Commission" means the Elections and Boundaries 
Commission constituted in accordance with seotion 71 
of the Constitution; 

L.R.O. 111990 
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"committee room" does not inolude any house or room 
occupied by a. candidate as a. dwelling by reaslm only 
of the candidate there transacting business with his 
agents in relation to the election, and no room or 
building shall be deemed to be a committee room by 
reason only of the candidate addressing eleotors, 
committee men or others in the room or building; 

"the Commonwealth" means Trinidad and Tobago and 
any country to which section 18 of the Constitution 
applies and any dependency of any such country; 

"costs" includes charges and expenses; 
"counting agent" means a oounting agent appointed under 

the Election Rules; 
"County Council" means a Council established under 

section 4 of the County Councils Act; 
"County Council eleotion" means the election of a person or 

persons to serve as a Councillor or Councillors in a 
County Council; 

"date of the allowance of an authorised excuse" has the 
meaning assigned to it by section 56(8); 

"declaration as to election expenses" means a declaration 
made under section 53; 

"disputed claim" has the meaning assigned to it by 
section 50(1), as extended by section 51; 

"election" means an election of a member or members to 
serve in the House of Representatives, a Municipal 
Council or a County Council or the Tobago House 
of Assembly; 

"election documents" means the documents which a 
returning officer is required by the Election Rules to 
transmit to the Chief Election Officer after an election; 

"election expenses" in relation to an election, means the 
expenses incurred, whether before, during or after the 
election, on account of or in respect of the conduct or 
management of the eleotion; 

"election officer" means the Chief Election Officer, an 
Assistant Chief Election Officer, a returning officer, 
an election clerk, a presiding officer, a deputy presiding 
officer, a poll clerk, a registration supervisor, a regis­
tration officer, an assistant registration officer or a 
scrutineer; 

• 

• 

• 
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~ "elector" means any person who is registered as an elector 

• 

• 

in a unit register; 

"electoral district" means-
(a) in relation to a Parliamentary election, a 

constituency as defined in an Order made 
under section 70 of the Constitution; 

(b) in relation to a Municipal Councilor a County 
Councilor a Tobago House of Assembly election, 
a constituency dcfined in an Ordcr made under 
section 4 of the Elections and Boundaries 
Commission (Local Government) Act; Ch.25,SO, 

"electoral ink" means thc ink, whether composite or 
consisting of two' or more separate solutions, supplied 
by the Chief Election Officcr for use in accordance 
with the Election Rules; 

"electoral registration" means a registration referred to 
in section 30; 

"electoral vehicle placard" means a placard referred to in 
section 38( 5) ; 

"finger" includes thumb; 

"House of Representatives" means the House of Repre­
sentativcs referred to in section 46 of the Constitution . • 

"insufficient return" means a rcturn of less persons than 
the number of-

(a) the seats to be filled at an election for which 
the writ was issued; and 

(b) persons nominated at the election; 

"municipality" means the City of Port-of-Spain, the 
Borough of San Fernando, the Borough of Arima or 
the Borough of Point Fortin; 

"Municipal Council" means a Council as defined in the Ch. 39 No. I, 
P f S . Co t' Ord' h S F d (1950 Ed.,. ort.-o - pam rpora Ion mance, t e an erHan 0 Ch. 39 No.7. 
Co t' 0 d' th A' Co t' (1050 Ed.,. 

O 
rdI.'ora 'Ion tl r mpa~cte'F rt.e Co rima t' rAPotra IOU ~~5f'E:r.· 11. 

r rnanee or le om 0 m rpora. Ion C; 12 of 1980 

"l\'iunicipal Council election" means the election of a 
person or persons to serve as a Councillor or Cowlcillors 
in a. Municipal Council; 

R.P.A.2 

L.R.O. 1//990 
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"newspaper" means a newspaper published in Trinidad and .! 
Tobago; 

"nomination day" means the day appointed, in accordance 
with this Act, for the nomination of candidates; 

"Parliamentary election" means an election of a member 
or members to serve in the House of Representatives; 

"payment" includes any pecuniary or other reward and 
','pecuniary reward" and "money" shall, Rave in 
sections 96 and 97, be deemed to include any office, 
plaoe of employment and any valuable security or 
other equivalent of money, and any valuablo considera­
tion; and expressions referring to money shall be 
construed accordingly; 

"personal expenses", as used with respect to the 
expenditure of any candidate in relation to an election, 
includes the reasonable travelling expenses of the 
candidate and the reasonable expenses of his living at 
hotels or elsewhere for thc purposes of and in relation 
to the election; 

"poll card" means the poll card referred to in rule 38 of the 
Election Rules; 

"polling agent" means a polling agent a.ppointed under the 
Election Rules; 

"polling day" means the day fixed for holding the poll at an 
election; 

"polling division" means a polling division as provided in 
subsection (2); 

"polling station" means any enclosed or unenclosed space 
sccured by a returning officer for the taking of the 
votes of electors on polling day and includes any 
enlargement of the space where the enlargement is 
deemed necessary or expedient by a returning officer; 

"prescribed" save in Part VI means prescribed by the 
Rules; 

"qualifying date" means the ninth day after the date 
fixed as the date of commencement of an electoral 
registration by Proclamation issued under section 30; 

"registered electoral vehicle" means a vehicle the registra­
tion of which has been notified under section 38(4); 

"Registrar" mcans the Registrar of the Supreme Court; 

• 

• 

• 
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"registration area" means a rcgistration area set out in the Flnrt 

First Schedule; Smedule. 

"registration unit" means a subdivision of a registration 
area determined in accordance with the Registration 
Rules; 

"retUlTI as to election expenses" means a return (including 
the bills and receipts to be transmitted therewith) to 
be madc under section 52( 1) ; 

Sub. Lee. 

"road" has the meaning assigned to it in the Highways Act; a. 48:01. 

"rubber stamp" means the rubber stamp prepared for use 
in marking the ballot papers at an election in accordance 
with rule 46 of the Election Rules; 

"Rules" means Rules made under this Act; 

"Senate" means the Senate referred to in section 40 of the 
Constitution; 

"Speaker" means the Speaker of the House of Repre­
sentatives, and includes the Deputy Speaker of that 
House; and, where the offices of Speaker and Deputy 
Speaker are both vacant, includes the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives; 

"special ballot box" has the meaning assigned to it in the 
Election Rules; 

"special ballot paper" has the meaning assigned to it in the 
Election Rules; 

"special elector" has the meaning assigned to it in the 
Election Rules; 

"Tobago Housc of Assembly" means the Assembly estab-
lished under the Tobago House of Assembly Act; 0..25:03. 

"Tobago House of Assembly election" means the election 
of a person to serve as an assemblyman in the Tobago 
House of Assembly; 

"unit register" means a unit register cstablished by a 
registration officer under section 18(1); 

"voter" means any person who votes at all election; 

"writ" means the writ for an election. 

(2) For the purposes of this Act a registration unit 
shall be deemed to be a polling division. 

11 

L.R.O. 1/1990 
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(3) A reference in this Act to an assistant registration 
officer or to a scrutineer shall, unless the contrary intention 
appears, be read as including a rcference to a temporary 
assistant registration officer or to a temporary scrutineer, 
as the case may be. 

(4) References in this Act to the City of Port·of·Spain 
or to the Borough of San Fernando or the Borough of 
Arirna shal! be construed as references to the said City and 
Borough as at the commencement of this Act described 
respectively in the First Schedule to the Port-of-Spain 
Corporation Ordinance or the First Schedule to the 
San Fernando Corporation Ordinance or the First Schedule 
to the Arima Corporation Ordinance. 

PART I 

• 

Chief Election 3. (1) Subject to section 71 of the Constitution, in the 
?:~·19761. exercise of its functions under the Constitution the ~ 

Commission shall exercise general direction and supervision 
over the administrative conduct of elections and enforce 
on the part of all election officers fairness, impartiality 
and compliance with this Act. 

(2) There shall be a Chief Election Officer who shall, 
subject to any general or special directions of the Commis­
sion, perform such functions and duties and exercise such 
powers of the Commission in Buch manner as the Commissioll 
may from time to time direct, including any of the following 
duties: 

(a) to make such arrangements and do such things 
as are necessary for the initiation and mainte­
llance of the unit and central registers in 
acoordance with this Act, and for that purpose 
to make arrangements for the preparation and 
issue of the necessary forms and instruments 
and for the collection and keeping of such 
records as may be necessary; 

(b) to issue to election officers such instruction as 
he may, from time to time, deem necessary to 
ensure the effective execution of the provisions 
of this Act; and 



• 

• 
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(e) to execute and perform all other powers and 
duties that by this Act or by the Commission 
are conferred or imposed on him. 

(3) Before entering upon his duties under tIlls Act, 
the Chief Election Officer shall take and subscribe before a 
Judge an oath in the form Bet out as Form No.1 in the Sub. Leg. 

Prescribed Forms Rules. 

13 

(4) Thcrc shall be an Assistant Chief Election Officer 
who is subject to the authority, dircction and control of the Su A-v'c "'0. "l." 
Commission, and he shall perform such of the functions "\ \ 
and exercisc such of the powers of the Chief Election Officer \.g '7 . 
as may be assigned to him by the Commission. 

(5) In the absence of the Chief Election Officer or if 
the office is vacant, the Assistant Chief Election Officer 
may act in his place and, while so acting, shall possess the 
like powers and perform the like duties as a Chief Election 
Officer. 

4. (1) There shall be a registration officer for each Rellstr.lI", 

registration area and such number of assistant registration offi"" .... etc. 

officers, offical photographers, clerks and messengers for 
each registration area in Trinidad and Tobago as the 
Commission may consider necessary to assist the registration 
officers in the discharge of their duties. 

(2) The Chief Election Officer shall assign assistant 
registration officers to one or more polling divisions. 

(3) If in his opinion circumstances so require, the 
Chief Election Officer may, and if so directed by the 
Comnllssion, shall-

(a) require assistant registration officers to visit 
every house within the polling divisions assigned 
to them and to receive applications for registra-
tion under the Registration Rules; Sub. Leg. 

(b) assign assistant registration officers to any 
establishment maintained wholly or mainly for 
the reception and treatment of persons suffering 
from men al illness or mental defectiveness, to 
any place where persons are detained in legal 
custody, to any divisional headquarters of the 
Police Service or to the headquarters of the 
Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force. 

L.R.O. 1/1990 
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Sc:rutlneers. 
(2. or 1976(. 5. (1) Subject to subsection (2), a political party having 

Returning 
afficera. 

a member or members as candidates for a Parlia~entary 
election is entitled to nominate persons for appointment as 
scrutineers in connection with the registration of persons 
during a period of electoral registration, and the Commission 
shall appoint each person so nominated to be a scrutineer; 
and the Commission shall, at the request of the political 
party whioh nominated a scrutineer, removc the scrutineer 
from office. 

(2) The number of scrutineers appointed by the 
CommiBBion on the nomination of a political party shall 
not exceed the number of assistant registration officers for 
the time being, and each scrutineer shall be assigned to an 
assistant registration officer by the political party which 
nominated him. 

(3) The Commission may, after consultation with 
the political party that nominated a scrutineer for the 
appointment, remove the scrutineer from office if the 
Commission considers him for good and sufficient cause to 
be unfit 01' incompetent to discharge the duti?s of his office, 
or if the scrutineer at any time refuses or WIlfully neglects 
to perform any of his functions under this Act. 

(4) Upon his removal from office as in subsection (3), 
the scrutineer shall forthwith cease to act in his office and 
shall not be entitled to any l'Omuneration in respect of any 
period after his removal. 

(5) A scrutineer is not entitled to any remuneration 
from the Commission in respect of any period during whieh 
he has aoted as such, unless the political party at the 
instance of which he was appointed a scrutineer nominates 
a candidate for the electoral district for which he was 
appointed a serutineer. 

6. (I) For the purposes of an election in an electoral 
district the Commission shall appoint a returning officer 
for the electoral district. 

(2) Forthwith upon his appointment a returning 
officer shall establish an office in his electoral district or, 
with the approval of the Commission, at some convenient 
place outside the district, and shall cause an advertisement 
to be inserted in at least one •• 0wL.i?aper specifying the place 
at which he has established his office. 

• 

• 

I 

• 
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7. (l) For the purposes of an election in an electoral ~:.~ 
district, there shall be one or more election clerks for the 
electoral district. 

(2) Where more than one election clerk is appointed, 
the Commission shall specify the order of seniority among 
them and may assign any suoh eleotion clerk to an area 
forming part of the electoral district. 

(3) If at any time between the issue of a writ for an 
elcction and the delivery or transmission to the Commission 
of the clection return for that election, the returning officer 
dies or bccomes incapablc of performing his functions as 
such, the election clerk, :where only one such clerk has been 
appointed, or the senior election clerk, where more than 
one such clerk has been appointed, shall forthwith report 
the fact to the Commission and shall perform the functions 
of the returning offioer unti I some other person is appointed 
as returning officer or the returning officer ceases to be 
incapable of performing and resumes his functions. 

8. (I) For the purposes of an election in an electoral P.\;"ldlng d 

district, thcre shall be a presiding officer and a deputy ::alr.7e;::~. 
'd' ffi r h llin .. th I I [20 of 1976). presl mg 0 cer lor eac po g statIOn m e e ectora 

district. 
(2) For the purposes of an election in an electoral 

district, there shall be such number of poll clerks as may be 
necessary for each polling station in the electoral district, 
and where more than one such poll clerk has been appointed 
for a polling station, the retuming officer shall specify the 
order of seniority among them. 

(3) Whem a presiding officer dics or beoomes unable 
to perform his functions during the taking of the poll, the 
deputy presiding officer shall forthwith report the faot to 
the retuming officer and shall perform the functions of the 
presiding officer until some other person is appointed as 
presiding officer or the presiding officer resumes his 
functions. 

(4) Subject to subsection (3), if a poll clerk dies or 
becomes incapable of performing his functions during the 
taking of the poll the presiding officer shall forthwith 
report the fact to the returning officer, and some other 
person may forthwith be appointed to act as a poll clerk 
until some other person is appointed as poll clerk or the 
poll clerk resumes his duties. 

15 
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9. (I) The appointment of persons to the offices referred 
to in sections 7 and 8 shall be made by the Commission. 

(2) A person appointed to an office referred to in 
subsection (I) shall not by reason of the appointment 
be deemed to be a public officer. 

(3) The Commission shall not appoint to any of 
the offices referred to in subsection (I) any person who 
has not completed to thc satisfaction of the Commission 
a course of training in thc duties which hc will be required 
to perform in that office. 

(4) The Commission may dismiss without cause 
any person who holds an office rcferred to in subsection (1). 

10. No candidate for election to and no membor of the 
House of Representatives or of a County Councilor of 
a Municipal Council may be appointed as an election 
officer; and if any election officer becomes a candidate 
or such a member, he shall vacate his office. 

PART II 

FRANCHISE AND REGISTRATION 

11. (1) The persons entitled to vote under rule 36 of 
the Election gules at an elect,ion in an electoral district 
are electors for that electoral district. 

(2) Where an elector for an electoml district hall 
ceased to reside in that electoral district he shall not on 
that account cease to be qualified to be an elector for that 
electoral district until he has become qualified under 
section 12( c) to be an elector for another electoral district. 

12. Subject to this Act, a person is qualified to be an 
elector for an electoral district at a Parliamentary election, 
a County Council election or the Tobago House of Assembly 
election, who on the qualifying date-

(a) is a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago of the age 
of eighteen years or upwards; or 

• 

J 
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is a Commonwealth citizen, other than a 
citizen of Trinidad and Tobago, of the age 
of eighteen years or upwards who has resided 
in Trinidad and Tobago for a period of at 
least one year immediately preceding such 
date, and who is and for a period of one year 
immediately preceding such date has been, 
a residcnt of Trinidad and Tobago within 
the meaning of section 5( 1) of the Immigration 
Act. Ch.18:01. 

(e) has resided in that eleetora.! district for a 
period of a.t least two months preceding the 
qualifying date. 

17 

13. (1) Subject to this Act, a person is qualified to be Qurulficatlon 

an elector for an electoral district at a Municipal Council ;:;~i'd~'!fn a. 
election who is of the age of eighteen years or upwards ~:~. 
and who on the qualifying date- ~2~r''lJ~? 

R.P.A.3 

(It) is a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago; or 
(b) is a Commonwealth citizen, other than a. citizen 

of Trinidad and Tobago and who is and for 
a period of one year immediately preceding 
such date has been a resident of Trinidad 
and Tobago wi thin the meaning of section 5( 1) 
of the Immigration Act; or Ch.18:01. 

(e) is not a Commonwealth citizen but has or 
will have resided in Trinidad and Tobago for 
a continuous period of at least five years 
immediately preceding such date; and 

(d) has resided for a period of at least two months 
immediately preceding the qualifying date in 
that electoral district or, but for the circum­
stances cntitling him to vote by post, would 
luwe heen resident in that electoral district 
irnmecliately before proceeding out of 'frinidad 
and Tobago; or 

(e) on the qualifying date and for a period of at 
least twelve months immediately preceding 
that datc (in this section referrcd to as the 
qualifying period) has or will have resided 
within ten miles of the Municipality, the ten 
miles to be measured along the nearest road 
01' way by land or water, and during that 
period-

L.R.O. 111990 
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(i) has or will have been in occupation of 
any rateable hereditaments in the muni­
cipality assessed in the current house 
rate book or a portion of such rateable 
hereditaments (in this section referred 
to as qualifying property) for which 
he shall have really and bona fide paid, 
during the qualifying period, rent at 
a rate not less than sixty dollars a 
year; or 

(ii) has or will have been in occupation as 
owner of qualifying property of an annual 
rateable value of not less than sixty 
dollars. 

(2) Where the qualifying prope,' y or any part of 
it is jointly occupied by more persons than one, each of 
the occupiers shall be entitled in respect of such property 
or part of it jointly occupied if the annual rateable value 
at which the property is rated to the house tax or the 
yearly rent bona fide paid by the occupiers for one year 
at least in respect of the property shall be an amount 
which, when divided by the number of occupiers, shall 
give a bona fide rent of not less than sixty dollars a year 
for each of the occupiers. 

(3) The qualifying property need not be, during 
the whole of the qualifying period, the same property 
or in the same electoral district but may be different 
properties in the same electoral district or in different 
electoral districts and in any such caso the owner or occupier 
of such property shall be registered in the electoral district 
in which he last owned or occupied such property during 
the qualifying period. 

(4) When a person succeeds to qualifying property 
by descent; marriage settlement OT demise, then for the 
purposes of qualifica~ion, the occu~cy of the property 
by a predecessor in t1tle and the ratmg of the predecessor 
in respect thereof shall be equival.ent. to the occupancy 
and rating of the successor, and ratmg 1n the name of the 
predecessor shall, until a new rate is made after the date 
of succession, be equivalent to rat.ing in the name of the 
successor and the successor shall not be required to prove 
his own occupancy or rating before the succession. 

! 

• 

• 

• 
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14. (1) W~ere ~m the date ?f the com~encement of an ~r.;~';fOf 
electoral registratIOn a person IS not qualified as an elector ele,[",,".= of 

but would be so qualified if he continued until the quali- ::f~ as 

fying date to reside in an electoral district or within ten [~~c::;'1;"'6]. 
miles of a Municipality, as the case may be, he shall be 
registered as an elector. 

(2) A person who on the date of the oommencement 
of an electoral registration is not of the age of eighteen 
years, but will be of that age on the qualifying date and 
is otherwise qualified as an elector, sllall be registered 
as an elector. 

15. (1) No person is quali.fied to be or to remain regis- Dlsquallpcatlon 

I I
· of elect0:r8. tered as an e ector w 10- (20 of 1976] . 

(a) is mentally ill, within the meaning of the 
Mental Health Act; Ch.28:0;I. 

(b) is under sentence of death imposed on him 
by a Court in any part of the Commonwealth 
or is serving a sentence of imprisonment (by 
whatever name called) exceeding twelve months 
imposed on him by such a Court or substituted 
by competent authority for some other sentence 
imposed on him by such a Court or is under 
such a sentence of death or imprisonment the 
execution of which has been suspended; 

(c) is disqualified for registration as an elector 
by virtue of any law in force in Trinidad and 
Tobago by reason of his having been convicted 
of any offence relating to elections. 

(2) No person, other than a person referred to in 
section 13(1)(c), is qualified to remain registered as an 
elector if he ceases to be a Commonwealth citizen. 

16. (l) From time to time and in accordance with this RegIstration 

Act and the Rules made thereunder there shall be 'i~ ~r::!k~'. 
registered-

(a) all persons who are qualified to be registered 
as electors; and 

(b) all other persons in Trinidad and Tobago of 
the age of fifteen years and over except such 
persons as are exempted by Order of the 
President or are disqualified by virtue of 
section 15( 1 ). 

L.R.O. I11990 
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(2) The registration of persons referred to in sub· 
section (1)(a) shall be kept clearly distinct from that of 
those persons referred to in subseotion (1)( b). 

(3) Nothing in this Act shall be construed as making 
it obligatory for any person to be registered under this 
Aot or as subjecting a person not registered under this 
Act to a penalty for failing to furnish an election officer 
with information relevant to his registration under this 
Act. 

17. (1) Trinidad and Tobago shall be divided into the 
registration areas set out in the Firqt Schedule. 

(2) The registration areas rcferred to in subsection (1) 
shall be sub·divided in accordance w;t,h the Registration 
Rules into the number of registration units as the Com· 
mission may consider necessary or expcdient. 

(3) In accordance with the Registration Rules, 
the Commission may increase or decrease the number of 
registration units and may vary the houndaries of any 
registration unit. 

18. (1) Every registration Officcr shall establish a unit 
register for each registration unit in his registration area and 
the register shall consist of the originals of the registration 
record cards of all persons registered under section 16 in 
respect of that registration unit. 

(2) The Commission shall establish a central register 
for Trinidad and Tobago which shall consist of the duplicates 
of the registration record cards of all persons registered 
under section 16. 

R.gt ..... t!oo to 19. (I) Subject to this Act, no person shall be registered in 
!:ttn 

.... more than one unit register for the purpose of any category 
of election or more than once in a unit register. 

(2) Subject to this Act, a person shall be registered in 
respect of the registration unit in which on the qualifying 
date he has his place of residence. 

(3) If a person who is qualified to be registered as an 
elector has his·place of residence in more than one registration 
unit, he shall, subject to this Act, be registered in respect 
of the registration unit for which he opts. 

• 

• 
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(4) If within such time as may be determined by the 
Commission a person does not cxercise the option referred 
to in subsection (3), the registration unit in respect of whioh 
he is to be registered shall be decided-

(a) where the registration units are situated in the 
same registration area, by the registration officer 
of the area; and 

(b) where the registration units are situated in more 
than one registration area, by the Commission. 

([i) l.'or the purposes of this Act, the place of residence 

21 

• of a person shall be determined in accordance with the 

• 

• 

lwgistiration Rules. Sub. Leg. 

20. (1) Evcry original of a registration record card shall Reg"trnti ... 

he kept in the appropriate unit register until such time as ~~rdLe~" 
the Registration Rules provide for its transfer to another 
unit register. 

(2) Every duplicate of a registration record card shall 
he transmitted to the Chief Election Officer in accordance 
with the Registration Rules. 

(3) Registration record cards shall contain those 
matters and particulars as may be prescribed by the Regis. 
tration Rules. 

21. (1) Whenever a person who is registered under section Tr...re ... of 

I6( 1 )( b) becomes qualified to be registered under section reg1stroti"". 

Hi(l )(a), his registration under section I G( I )(b) shall be 
cancelled and he shall be registered under section IG(I)(a) 
in accordance with the Registration Rules. 

(2) Subsection (1) shall not apply so as to require the 
registration of a person under section I G( 1)( b) to be cancelled, 
who becomes qualified to be registered under section 16(1)(a) 
by reason only of the provisions of section 13(I)(c), (d) or (e). 

(3) Whenever a person who is registered under section 
Hi(l)(a) has ceased to be qualified to be so registered, his 
registration under section 16(I)(a) shall be cancelled and 
he shall he registcred under scction 16( 1)( b) in accordance 
with the Registration Rules. 

Sub. Leg. 

22. (1) Notwithstanding any provision of this Act or any T"nofer of 

h I f I t tl t h . . ffi ... g'''ration of ot er ru 0 0 aw 0 10 con rary, t e regIstratIOn 0 cer persons 

shall remove the registration record card of a person to g}g~~~en an!Iea ... 
whom this section applies from among the registration ~~~~y .. n. 

record cards of persons referred to in section 16(I)(b) and r~~ 1976). 

L.R.O. 1/1990 
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shall place them among those of persons referred to in 
section I6(I)(a) and thereupon the persons to who.m those 
registration record cards relate shall be deemed to have 
applied for registration as electors and to have been so 
registered for all the purposes of this Act. 

(2) This section applies to a person who is registered 
under section I6(I)(b) and who is, or at the qualifying date 
will be, eighteen years of age but who has not yet attained, 
or who will not at that date a~tain, the age twenty-one 
years and who is otherwise prima facie qualified to be regis­
tered as an elector under section 16(1)(a). 

23. The Chief Election Officer shall cause identification 
cards containing the prescribed matters and particuIa.rs to be 
issued in accordanoe with the Registration Rules. 

24. (1) The Chief Election Officer may by notice require 
any person, within such time and in such form as may be 
specified in the notice, to furnish him with such information 
as it is within the power of that person to give, and as may 
be relevant to the registration or the cancellation of a 
registration of a person under this Act. 

(2) Where the Chief Election Officer is satisfied as to 
the accuracy of any information furnished under subsection 
(1), he may, after notifying the person concorned as to his 
intention to do so, with the approval of the COJIlmission, 
make such changes on the registration record card of any 
such person as are necessary to ensure the accuracy of the 
registration record card, but no such changes shall be made 
during an electoral registration under Part III of the 
Election Rules. 

25. (1) An objection to the registration by an assistant 
registration officer of any person as an elector or non-elector 
may be made in accordance with the Registration Rules to 
the appropriate registration officer by any elector or where 
the registration is during a period of an electoral registration, 
by any elector or by a scrutineer assigned to the assistant 
registration officer; and the registration officer JIlay allow 
or disallow the objection. 

(2) Where an assist.ant registration officer has dis­
alIowed the registration of a persoll as an elector, or where 



• 

• 
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the registration is during the period of an electoral registra-
tion, that person or 80 sorutineer assigned to the assistant 
rcgistration officer may apply in accordance with the 
Registration Rules to the appropriate registration officer Sub. Leg. 

for thc registration of that person as an elector; and the 
registration officer may allow or disallow the application. 

26. (1) An appeallics to the Court of Appeal against the APpeal to 

dccision of a registration officor under section 25 or under ~.ff 
the Registration Rules. Su • Leg. 

(2) An appellant under this section shall give written 
notice of appeal to the registration officer within fourteen 
days after the date on which the decision is given, specifying 
the grounds of appeal. 

(3) The registration officer shall immediately forward 
the notice of appeal to the Registrar and to the opposite 
party, if any, and sha.ll also forward to the Registrar 80 

statement of material facts that, in his opinion, have been 
established in the case, and of his decision upon the whole 
case and upon any point specified as 80 ground of appeal; 
and he shall also furnish to the Court of Appeal any further 
information that the Court of Appeal may require and he 
is able to furnish. 

(4) Where it appears to a registration officer that any 
notioes of appeal given to him are based on similar grounds 
he shall inform the Registrar of the fact for the purpose of 
enabling the Court, if it thinks fit, to consolidate the appeals 
or to select 80 case 80S a test case. 

(5) On any appeal under this section the registration 
officer shall be a party to the proceedings. 

(6) Every appeal under this section shall be 
prosecuted, and heard and determined by the Court of 
Appeal in such manner 80S Illiloy be prescribed by Rules of 
Court and the costs of every such appeal shall be in the 
discretion of the Court. 

(7) The right of any elector to vote at an election is not 
prejudiced by any appeal pending under this section; and 
any vote given at an election in pursuance of that right is !loB 

valid as if no such appeal were pending, and is not !Iolfected 
by a subsequent decision of the appeal. 

(8) Notice shall be given to the Chief Election Officer 
and to the registration officer of the registration area. 
concerned by the Registrar of the decision of the Court on 
any appeal under this section; and the Chief Election Officer 

23 
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and the registration officer shall make such alterations in the 
central rcgister and in the appropriate unit registers 
respectively 1108 may he required to give eflect to the decision. 

(9) A decision of the Court of Appeal under this 
section is final to all intents and purposes. 

27. Where any change is made in the number or the 
boundaries of rcgistration units, the Chief Election Officer in 
consultation with the registration officer of any registration 
a1"ea afTected hy the change may, in accordance with the 
l~egiBtration Rules, combine or divide any registers or 
transfer registration record cards from one register to another 
or make such other adjustments in the registers affected 
as are rendered necessary by the changes. 

28. No misnomcr or inaccurate description of any person 
or place named in any register or in any list, rccord, card, 
nomination paper, notice or other document required for the 
purposes of this Act SIH~1l affeet tho full operation of the 
document with respect to that person or place in any case 
where the name or description of the person or place is such 
as to be commonly understood. 

29. (1) The Commission shall in respect of each Parlin· 
mcntary, COllnty Councilor Municipal Council elcctoral 
district, publish on 1st July of cvery year a list (hereinafter 
referred to as the aJulUallist) of all persons qualified to be 
electors in that electoral district. 

(2) The annual list shall continue in force until 
30th .J unc of thc following year and on thc commencemcnt 
of an electoral registration shall be deemcd to be the 
preliminary list of clectors for that elcctoral district. 

(3) The President Illay by Ordcr in any ycar vary the 
date specitled in subsections (1) and (2) whcrever it appcars 
to him that circumstanccs have ariscn that warrant thc 
variation. 

(4) If the list 01" any part of a list relating to an 
electoral district is not published within the time specified 
in subsection (1) or by Order made undcr subsection (3), 
then until the day following that on which it is published 
the list or the corresponding part of the previous list 
(whether prepared before or after the commencement of this 
Act) shall continue in force. 

(5) Notwithstanding subscctions (2) and (4), the 
Prcsidcnt may by Order declare any cxisting list of electors 
for all electoral district to be the preliminary list for that 
clcctoral district for the purposcs of an electoral registra.tion. 

I 
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(6) For the purpose of municipal council and county 
council elections in 1980, the Commission may adapt an 
existing annual list of clectors so as to takc account of any 
changes in the electora I districts effeoted ~s a result of the 

. Commission's Fifth Report and the annual list so adapted 
shall be deemed to be t,he preli minary list of eleotors for the 
electoral district to which it relates, referred to in the Fif~h 
Report. 

(6A) For the purpose of elections to the Tobago House 
of Assembly in 1980, the Commission may adapt an existing 
annual list of electors so as to take account of any changes 
in the electoral districts cffc9ted as a result of the Supple­
ment to the Commission's Fifth Report and an annual list so 
adapted shall be deemer! to be the preliminary lis~ of eleotors 
for the electoral district to whieh it relates, referred to in the 
Supplement. 

(7) The Commission may adapt an annual list 80 as 
to take account of changes in boundaries or in the designated 
number of a polling division. 

24/1 

30. (I) For thc purposes of an election, the President may, Elect .. 

by Proclamation, direct that an electoral registration shall be ",,,,;:.radod. 

conducted in thc electoral district in which the election is to 
behcld. 

(2) A Proclamation under subsection (I) shall speoify 
the election to which the Proclamation relates, and shall fix 
t,lw dato of commenccmcnt of the electoral registration. 

(3) Thc President may, by a subsequent Proclamation, 
fix the date of the termination of 8n electoral registration. 

(4) An electoral registration shall be conducted in 
accordance wi th thc ltogistratiollitules. Sub. Lec. 

PART III 

ELEOTIONS 

31 A I . ., h iii f DI.quaUOcatl .. . ny person who is ho dmg, or actmg m, teo ce 0 of ChIef 

Chief Election Officcr or Assistant Chief Election Officer or of ~~~~ CIII r 
returning officer shall, so long as hc holds, or if! acting in, the ~r:~::' d e 

office, he diRf)lllllified for 1JI0lllberHhip of I,ho llouHo of :~~,:~;:,,:~ 
lwprcsentatives, a Municipal Councilor a County Council. om"en. 

32. (I) A person is disqualified for membership of the DI.quallf,ln •. 

House of Representatives or a Municipal Council or a County ~::,'~:;:;..":." ... 
Council if he holds, or is acting in, any office or appointment 
that is specified in thc Second Schedule. ~':'':.~,., 

L.R.D. 1/1990 
R.P.A.4 
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(2) The President may by Order amend t.he Second , 
Schedule by deleting the referenee to Imy oOice or flppoint­
ment mentioned therein or by ineiurling other oOiees or 
appointments therein or otherwise as he may consider 
expedient. 

(3) An Order referred to in suhsection (2) shall he 
suhject t.o negative resolution of t.he Renate and the HOllse 
of Hopresentativcs. 

33. (I) An elecfiion shall be instituted hY'a writ of eJect.ioll 
issued by the President under I.he R"al of t.he President. of the 
Ikpuhlic ofTrini,bd alHI Tohagr. a,ldn·"H",ll.o I.he rdurning 
oni"er for !,Ill' "Icf,oral diHtl'id for wltidl !,I", "Ieci.ion is 1.1l I." 
held: and ev"ry sueh wril, Ahall I", forwarded to the Com­
mission lor l,mllsmisAion I,!) the retul"Jling ofTi""r to whom it is 
addressed. 

(2) In t.hc ·caSe of a general election. the wril,s of 
eleotion for all electoral disl,riel,s for which the elecLion is to be 
held Allall he ,Iat.<-rl Oll the same ,lay anrl sl",11 fix I,he same 
day for the nomiw>tioll of camlilh>Les aJld for tho taking of 
tihe poll. 

(3) Every writ of olect.ioJl Almll he in the form Ret out, 
as Form No. 2 in the Prescribed Forms ltules and shull 
specify-

(a) the Jay of the nomination of cflllllidut.eA, being 
not Ics8 than seven days aner I,he duy of.iARuo 
l,r tho writ; 

(b) the day upon which, ifneccssary, the poll Ahull he 
taken, being not less t.han Reven days aftor 
nominal,ion day; 

(r:) the day tho writ iH returnable 1,0 the Com­
mission. 

(4) On receipt of the writ, the returning officer shall 
endorsc thereon the duto of receipt of the wrili flml shall 
proceed to hold the election in accordance with the Election 
Rules. 

34. (I) Whcre at any time bctwecn the issue of a writ 
under scction :1:1(1) find tho day uppointed by I,ho writ for t,he 
holding of a poll ut any election the President is satisfied 
that it is expcrli'lJIt, to do 80 by reason of-

(a) t.he existence of a stute or war affceting Trinidad 
and Tobago; 
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(h) the declaration of a state of emergency in Trinidad 
and Tobago or any part thereof by any authority 
empowered to make such a declaration; 

(c) the occurrence of any earthquake, hurricane, flood, 
fire. outbreak of pestilence or outbreak of infectious 
disease or other calamity. whether similar to the 
foregoing or not; 

(<I) the likelihood that the revised lists of electors for all 
electoral districts or for any particular electoral dis­
trict will not be ready before the day appointed for 
the holding of the poll; or 

(c) the likelihood that any essential electoral equip­
ment. supplies or materials will 110t be available in 
adequate quantities upon the day appointed for the 
holding of the poll. 

the President may by Proclamation adjourn the holding of the 
poll to some other day specified in the Proclamation being not 
more than thirty days after the day specified in the writ. 

(2) Any Proclamation made pursuant to subsection (I)(b), 
«'). (d) or (e) may be expressed to apply only to the electoral 
districts as arc specified in the Proclamation. in which event the 
poll shall be taken in any electoral districts not so specified upon 
thc day appointed in the writ for the holding of the poll. 

(3) Where any Proclamation is made under this section, the 
writs for all the electoral districts to which the Proclamation 
applies shall be deemed to be amended by substituting for the day 
specilied in the writs for the holding of the poll the day specified 
ill the Proclamation. 

(4) Suhj"ct to subsection (5), where a Proclamation under 
this section i, made before the day that would have been nomina­
tioJl day if the Proclamation had not been made. or where any 
Prucl:imatioll under this section is Illalk afler nominatiun day Ull 
the ground set out in subsection ( I led), nomination day is hereby 
adjourned to the day specified in the Proclamation. 

(5) If the new nomination day specified under subsection 
(4) is a Sunday or a public holiday. nomination day is hereby 
adjourned to the li,'i day, not being a Sunday or public hohday. 
after the new nomill<ltion day: 

(6) Where a Proclamation is made undcr this section after 
nomination day on a ground othcr than the ground set out in 
subsection (I lid). the adjournment by the Proclamation of the 
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day upon which the poll is taken in no way affects the validity of 
any nomination validly made upon nomination day; and no other 
nomination shall be made. 

(7) Where a Proclamation is made under this section after 
nomination day on the ground set out in subsection (I)(d), the 
adjournment by the Proclamation of the day upon which the poll 
is to be held does not affect the validity of any nomination made 
prior to the Proclamation and that could validly be made on the 
day to which. nomination day was adjourned; and nominations of 
other persons qualified as candidates for the election in question. 
may be made. 

35. (1) The proceedings at an election shall be conducted in 
accordance with the Election Rules. 

(2) Returning officers at elections shall do all such acts and 
things as may be necessary for effectually conducting elections in 
the manner provided by the Election Rules. 

(3) No election shall be declared invalid by reason of any 
act by a returning officer or any other person in breach of his 
official duty in connection with the election or otherwise or of the 
Election Rules if it appears to the Court having cognizance of the 
question that the act did not materially affect the result of the 
election. 

36. (I) Save as otherwise provided by the Election Rules, all 
persons voting as electors at an election shall do so in person at 
the polling station allotted to them under the Election Rules. 

(2) Every employer shall on polling day allow every elector 
in his employ the prescribed period for voting and no employer 
shall make any deduction from the payor other remuneration of 
any such elector or impose upon or exact from him any penalty by 
reason of his absence during that period. 

37. At an election no person shall as an elector-
(a) ·give more than one vote for anyone candidate; 
(b) vote for more than one candidate; or 
(e) vote in more than one electoral district or more than 

once in the same electoral district. 

38. (1) At any time between nomination day and the fifth day 
next before polling day any duly nominated candidate or the 
election agent of the candidate may by notice in writing require 
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• the appropriate police officer to register as electoral vehicles on 
behalf of the candidate so many and such motor vehicles as may 
be specified in the notice, but that notice shall not be given in 
respect of the registration as electoral vehicles on behalf of any 
candidate of more than one motor vehiCle for every such number, 
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prescribed in relation thereto in the Third Schedule, of electors Third Schedule. 

whose names appear upon the lists of electors for the relevant 
electoral district. 

(2) Every notice under subsection (1) shall specify-
(a) the name of the candidate by or on behalf of whom it 

is given; 
(b) the electoral district for which he is candidate; 
(c) the total number of vehicles, not being more than 

the number prescribed under subsection (I), which 
are desired to be registered as electoral vehicles on 
his behalf; 

(d) the name and address of the driver of each of the 
vehicles and the number of his driving permit; and 

(e) the name and address of the owner of every such 
vehicle and the type, make and registration number 
under the Motor Vehicles and Road Traffic Act of Ch.4',50. 

every such vehicle. 

(3) So soon as may be after the receipt of any notice under 
subsection (l), the appropriate police officer shall satisfy himself 
by personal enquiry or otherwise as he may think fit-

(a) as to the truth of the matters specified pursuant to 
subsection (2) in the notice; 

(b) that the owner of every motor vehicle specified in 
the notice consents to the use of the motor vehicle as 
an electoral vehicle on behalf of the candidate by or 
on whose behalf the notice was given; and 

(c) that application has not been made for the registra­
tion of the motor vehicle as an electoral vehicle on 
behalf of any other candidate in that electoral dis­
trict or in any othcr electoral district. 

(4) The appropriate police officer shall satisfy himself as to 
the matters referred to in subsection (3) and shall, not 'Iater than 
seventy-two hours after the receipt by him of the notice under 
subsection (I), notify the candidate by or on whose behalf the 
notice under subsection (1) was given of the registration of the 
vehicles to which the notice relates as electoral vehicles on behalf 

L.R.O. 1Il980 



2B 

I.A WS OF TRINIIJA D AND TOBAGO 

Chap. 2:01 RcpreS('I1ll1liOIl of Ihe Pcople 

of thc eandidatc and shall supply to the candidate or to his elec­
tion agent not less than three electoral vchicle placarqs and a 
driver's card in respect of every vehicle so registered, 

(5) Every electoral vehicle placard shall specify-

(a) that the vehicle to which the placard relates IS a 
registercd electoral vehicle; 

(b) the registration number (under the Motor Vehicles 
and Road Traffic Act) of the vehicle; and 

(e) the name of the electoral district in respect of which 
the vehicle· is registered as an electoral vehicle. 

(0) I:very electoral vehicle placard shall eonrurlll with the 
following provisions. thai is to say-

(a) all letters shall he three and one-hair inches high: 

(b) every part of every letter shall be five-eighths of an 
inch wide; 

Ie) thc total width of the space taken by every letter 
shall be two and one-half inches, 

and shall be fixed one on either side and one on the back of the 
registered electoral vehicle in an upright position so that every 
letter on the placard is upright and easily distinguishahle in the 
case of a placard fixed on the side of thc vehicle, frolll the side of 
the vehicle, and in the case of the placard fixed on the back of the 
vehiefe, from the back of the vehiefe. 

(7) Every driver's card shall specify that he is the driver of a 
registered electoral vehicle, the matters mentioned in suhsection 
(5)(1» and (c). and the name of the candidate on wl",se hehalr the 
vehicle is rl'gistcrcu as an c1edoral vchicle. 

(S) Where 'I motor vehicle registereu as an electoral vehicle 
(in the section Icferred to as the electoral vehicle) is, on m hcfme 
pulling day, destroyed or damaged ur fur any tither reason 
becomes unavailable for usc as an eleetmal vehiclc-

(1I) the candidate on whose hehalf the dectoral vehicle 
was registered undcr this section or hi~ election 
agent may give notice under suhscctiull (I) in 
respect of another motor vchicle and re'luest that it 
be registered in the place of the elcctoral vehicle: 

(h) on the sU!Tender to the :Ippropriate pulice officer of 
t he electoral vehicle placards of t he electoral vehicle, 
or on the production to him of evidence hy statutory 
declaration or other\', j"L' accounting satisfactorily for 
the failure to sU!Tender the same. the appropriate 
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police officer shall cancel thc registration of thc elcc­
toral vchiclc and in its placc registcr as an electoral 
vehicle on behalf of the candidate thc motor vehicle 
mentioned in the notice givcn to him under para­
graph (II); 

(e) the preceding suhsections shall apply lIIutatis mUlall­
dis in respect of a notice given under paragraph (a); 

(<J) In this section "the appropriate police officer" means a 
police officer designated for the purposes of this section by the 
Commissioner of Pulice by Notification. 

(10) For the purposes of this section, the Chief Election 
Officer shall inform the Commissioner of Police in writing of the 
numher of electors in each electoral district. 

PARTlY 

ELEcnON CAMPAIGN 

39, Section 3H, sections 44 to 59 and sections 76 to 87 do not 
apply in respect of Municipal Council elections. 

40. ( I) Not later than the latest time for thc delivery of notices 
of withdrawals for an elcction, a person shall be named by or on 
hehalf of each candidatc as thc candidate's election agent, and the 
name and address of the candidate's election agent shall he 
declared in writing hy thc candidate or some other person on his 
hehalf to the returning officer not later than that time. 

(2) A candidate may name himself as election agent and 
thereupon shall, so far as circumstances admit, be subject to this 
Act hoth as a candidate and as an election agent, and, except 
whcre the context otherwise requires, any reference in this Act to 
an election agent shall be construed to refer to the candidate 
acting in his capacity of election agent. 

(3) One election agent only shall be appointed for each 
candidate, hut the appointment, whcther the election agent 
appointed be the candidate himself or not, may be revoked. 

(4) If whether beforc. during or after the election the 
appointment of an election agent is revokcd or an election agent 
dies, another election agent shall be appointed forthwith and his 
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name and address declared in writing by the candidate or some 
other person on his behalf to the returning officer. 

(5) Upon the name and address of an election agent being 
declared to the returning officer, the returning officer shall forth­
with give public notice of that name and address. 

41. (\) The election agent of any candidate may appoint one 
deputy (in this Act referred to as a sub-agent) in respect of each 
polling division. 

(2) An election agent may act in relation to any matter in a 
polling division by the sub-agent for that polling division and 
anything done for the purposes of this Act by or to the sub-agent 
in his polling division shall be deemed to be done by or to the 
election agent, and any act or default of a sub-agent which, if he 
were an election agent, would be an illegal practice or other 
offence against this Act shall be an illegal practice or offence 
against this Act committed by the sub-agent and the sub-agent 
shall be liable to be punished accordingly, and the candidate shall 
suffer the like incapacity as if the act or default had been the act 
or default of the election agent. 

(3) Not later than three clear days before the day of the poll 
the election agent shall declare in writing the name and address of 
every sub-agent to the returning officer, and the returning officer 
shall forthwith give public notice of the name and address of 
every sub-agent so declared. 

(4) The appointment of a sub-agent shall not be vacated by 
the election agent who appointed him ceasing to be election 
agent, but may be revoked by the election agent for the time 
being of the candidate, and in the event of the revocation of the 
appointment or the death of the sub-agent another sub-agent 
may be appointed, and his name and address shall be forthwith 
declared in writing by the candidate or some other person on his 
behalf to the returning officer, who shall forthwith give public 
notice of the name and address so declared. 

42. (1) Every election agent or sub-agent shall have an office to 
which all claims, notices, writs, summonses and documents may 
be sent, and the address of the office shall be declared at the same 
time as the appointment of the agent or the sub-agent to the 
returning officer. and shall be stated in the public notice of the 
name of the agent or sub-agent. 
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(2) Any claim, notice, writ, summons or document deli­
vered at the office of the election agent or sub-agent and addres­
sed to him shall be deemed to have been served on him and every 
election agent or sub-agent may in respect of any matter con­
nected with the election in which he is acting be sued in any Court 
having jurisdiction at the place where his office is situated. 
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43 (1) If no person's name and address are given as required Effe"o.rdef.uU • III appollltmeni 
by section 40 as the election agent of a candidate who remains of eie";on 

validly nominated at the latest time for delivery of notices of .gen •. 

withdrawals, the candidate shall be deemed at that time to have 
named himself as election agent and to have revoked any 
appointment of another person as his election agent. 

(2) If the person whose name and address have been so 
given as those of the candidate's election agent (not being the 
candidate himself) dies and a new appointment is not made on 
the day of the death or on the following day, the candidate shall 
be deemed to have appointed himself as election agent as from 
the time of the death. 

(3) If the appointment of a candidate's election agent is 
revoked without a new appointment being made the candidate 
himself shall be deemed to have been appointed (or re­
appointed) election agent. 

(4) Where a candidate is by virtue of this section to be 
treated as his own election agent, he shall be deemed to have his 
office at his address as given in his nomination paper. 

(5) The returning officer, on being satisfied that a candidate 
is by virtue of this section to be treated as his own election agent, 
shall forthwith proceed to publish the like notice as if the name 
and address of the candidate and the address of his office had 
been duly given to him under sections 40 and 42. 

Election Expenses 

44. (1) The election agent of a candidate shall appoint every 
polling agent, clerk and messenger employed for payment on 
behalf of the candidate at an election. and hire every committee 
room hired on behalf of the candidate. 

(2) A contract whereby any election expenses are incurred 
shall not be enforceable against a candidate at the election unless 
made by the candidate himself or by his election agent. 

R.r.A.5 

Making of 
contracts 
through 
clcdion agent. 
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32 

Payment of 
expenses 
through 
election lIJ:cnl. 

Personal 
expenses of 
candidate and 
pelly extJenses. 

Prohibition of 
Cllpenses not 
authorised by 
election agent. 
(20 of 19761. 

LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Chap. 2:01 Representation of the People 

45. (1) Except as permitted by section 46 or in pursuance of 
section 49 or 50, no payment and no advance or deposit shall be 
made by a candidate or by any agent on behalf of the candidate or 
by any other person at any time in respect of election expenses 
otherwise than by or through the election agent of the candidate. 

(2) Every payment made by an election agent in respect of 
any election expenses shall, except where less than ten dollars, be 
vouched for by a bill stating the particulars and by a receipt. 

(3) All money provided by any person other than the can­
didate for any election expenses, whether as a gift, loan, advance 
or deposit, shall be paid to the candidate or his election agent and 
not otherwise. 

46. (1) The candidate at an election may pay any personal 
expenses incurred by him on account of or in connection with or 
incidental to the election; but the amount which a candidate may 
pay shall not exceed five hundred dollars, and any further per­
sonal expenses so incurred by him shall be paid by his election 
agent. 

(2) The candidate shall send to his election agent, within 
the time limited by this Act for sending in claims, a written 
statement of the amount of personal expenses paid as mentioned 
above by the candidate. 

(3) Any person may, if so authorised in writing by the elec­
tion agent of the candidate, pay any necessary expenses for 
stationery, postage and other petty expenses to a total amount 
not exceeding that named in the authority, but any excess above 
the total amount so named shall be paid by the election agent. 

(4) A statement of the particulars of payments made by any 
person so authorised shall be sent to the election agent within the 
time limited by this Act for sending in claims, and shall be 
vouched for by a bill containing the receipt of that person. 

47. (1) No expenses shall, with a view to promoting or procur­
ing the election of a candidate at an election, be incurred by any 
person other than the candidate, his election agent and persons 
authorised in writing by the election agent on account-

(a) of holding public meetings or organising any public 
display; 

(b) of issuing advertisements, circulars or publications; 
or 
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(c) of otherwise presenting to the electors the 
candidate or his views or the extent or nature 
of his backing or disparaging another candidate. 

(2) Subsection (1) shall not---
(a) restrict the publication of any matter relating 

to the election in a newspaper or other 
periodical; 

(b) apply to any expenscs not exceeding in the 
aggregate the sum of ten dollars which may be 
incurred by an individual and' are not incurred 
in pursuance of a plan suggested by or concerted 
with others or to expenses incurred by any 
person in travelling or similar personal expenses; 

(c) apply to any expenses incurred in the holding 
of any meeting to disseminate political informa· 
tion or to promote the principles of a political 
party or a political or other association in 
cultivating the goodwill of a constituency. 

(3) Where a person incurs any expenses required by 
this section to be authorised by the election agent, that 
person shall within twenty·one days after the date of 
publication of the rcsult of the election send to the Chief 
Election Officer a return of the amount of those expenses, 
stating the election at which and the candidate in whose 
support they were incurred, and the return shall be 
accompanied by a declaration made by that porson (or .in 
the ca~e of an aS8ociation or body of person8, by a director, 
gencralmanager, secretary or other similar officer) verifying 
the return and giving particulars of the matters for which 
the expenses were incurred. 

(4) Subsection (3) does not apply to any person 
engaged or employed for payment or promise of payment 
by the candidate or his election agent. 

(5) The return and declaration under the above 
provisions shall be in the form set out as Form No.3 in the 
Prescribed Forms Rules and the authority received from Sub. Leg. 

the election agent shall be annexed to and deemed to form 
part of the return. 

48. (1) No sum shall be paid and no expenses shall be Um;U.tlon of 

incurred by IL candidate at an election or by his election :~~n': •. 
agent whether before, during or after an election on account Hoo~rIWof. 
of or in respect of the conduct or management of an election 
in excess of the amount of five thousand dollars in the case 
of a Parliamentary election or two thousand five hundred 

L.R.O. 11/990 
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dollars in the case of a Municipal Council, a County Council 
or the Tobago House of Assembly election. 

(2) The above maximum amount shall not be 
required to cover the candidate's personal expenses. 

(3) In determining the maximum amount regard 
shall not be had to any deposit required to be made by a 
candidate in accordance with the Election Rules. 

49. (1) Every claim against a candidate or his election 
agent in respect of election expenses which is not sent in to 
the election agent within twenty· one days after the day on 
which the result of the election is declared shall be barred 
and not paid. 

(2) All election expenses shall be paid within thirty. 
five days after the day on which the result of the election 
is declared. 

(3) The claimant or the candidate or his election 
agent may apply to the High Court for leave to pay a claim 
for any election expenses, although sent in after the said 
period of twenty. one days or although sent in to the 
candidate and not to the election agent, and the Court on 
cause shown to its satisfaction may by order grant the 
leave. 

(4) Any sum specified in the order of leave of the 
High Court may be paid by the candidate or his election 
agent and when paid in pursuance of the order shall not be 
deemed to be in contravention of subsection (2). 

50. (1) If the election agent disputes any claim sent in 
to him within the period of twenty·one days mentioned in 
section 49 or refuses or fails to pay the claim within the 
period of thirty·five days so mentioned, the claim shall be 
deemed to be a disputed claim. 

(2) The claimant may, if he thinks fit, bring an 
action for a disputed claim in any competent Court, and 
any Bum paid by the candidate or his agent in pursuanoe 
of the judgment or order of the Court shall not be deemed 
to be in contravention of section 47( 1) or section 49(2). 

(3) Subsections 49(3) and (4) shall apply in relation to 
a disputed claim as they apply in relation to a claim for 
election expenses sent in after the said period of twenty.one 
days. 

51. So far as circumstances admit, this Act shall apply to a 
claim for hiaremuneration by an election agent and to the pay· 
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ment thereof in like manner as if he were any other creditor, and 
if any difference arises respecting the amount of the claim, the 
claim shall be a disputed claim within the meaning of this Act and 
be dealt with accordingly. 
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52. (1) Within forty-two days after the day on which the result ~~: "'0 
of the election is declared, the election agent of every candidate cxpc ..... 

at the election shall transmit to the Chief Election Officer a true 
return in the form set out as Form No.4 in the Prescribed Forms Sub. Leg. 

Rules containing, as respects that candidate, a statement of all 
payments made by the election agent together with all the bills 
and receipts. 

(2) The return shall deal under a separate heading or sub­
heading with any expenses included in the return-

(a) with respect to which a return is required to be made 
under section 47(3); or 

(b) which are on account of the remuneration or 
expenses of speakers at public meetings. 

(3) The return shall also contain with respect to that candi­
date-

(a) a statement of the amount of personal expenses, if 
any, paid by the candidate; 

(b) a statement of all disputed claims of which the elec­
tion agent is aware; 

(e) a statement of all the unpaid claims, if any, of which 
the election agent is aware, in respect of which appli­
cation has been or is about to be made to the High 
Court; 

(d) a statement of all money, securities and equivalent 
of money received by the election agent from the 
candidate or any other person for the purposes of 
election expenses incurred or to be incurred, with a 
statement of the name of every person from whom 
they may have been received. 

(4) Where the candidate is his own election agent, a state­
ment of all money, securities and equivalent of money paid by the 
candidate shall be substituted in the return as to election· expenses 
for the statement of money, securities and equivalent of money 
received by the election agent from the candidate. 

(5) Where, after the date at which the return as to election 
expenses is transmitted, leave is given by the High Court under 

L.R.G. 1I1980 
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section 49(3) for any claims to be paid, the candidate or his 
election agent shall, within seven days after the payment thereof, 
transmit to the Chief Election Officer a return of the sums paid in 
pursuance of the order of leave, accompanied by a copy of the 
order of the High Court giving the leave; and in default he shall 
be deemed to have failed to comply with the requirements of this 
section without the authorised excuse as is mentioned in section 
56. 

53. (1) The return transmitted under section 52(1) shall be 
accompanied by a declaration made by the election agent before 
a Justice in the form set out as Form No. 5 in the Prescribed 
Forms Rules. 

(2) At the same time that the election agent transmits the 
return or within seven days afterwards, the candidate shall 
transmit or cause to be transmitted to the Chief Election Officer a 
declaration made by him before a Justice in the form set out as 
Form No.5 in the Prescribed Forms Rules. 

(3) Where the candidate is out of Trinidad and Tobago 
when the return is so transmitted, the declaration required by this 
subsection may be made by him within fourteen days after his 
return to Trinidad and Tobago, and in that case shall be forthwith 
transmitted to the Chief Election Officer but the delay hereby 
authorised in making the declaration does not exonerate the elec­
tion agent from complying with this Act as to the return and 
declaration as to election expenses. 

(4) Where the candidate is his own election agent, the 
declaration by an election agent as to election expenses need not 
be made and the declaration by the candidate as to election 
expenses shall be modified as specified in the form set out as 
Form No.5 in the Prescribed Forms Rules. 

54. Notwithstanding anything contained in sections 52 and 53, 
no return or declaration as to election ,xpenses shall be required 
in the case of a person-

(a) who is a candidate at an election but is so only 
because he has been declared by others to be a can­
didate; 

(b) who has not consented to the declaration or taken 
any part as a candidate in the election. 

55. (1) Where an electoral vehicle has been employed by or on 
behalf of a candidate under section 38 there shall be included in 
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the return as to election expenses in respect of the candidate as an 
expense the sum actually paid for the hire of the vehicle or the 
sum of forty dollars, whichever is the greater. 

(2) The President may by Order approved by the Senate 
and the House of Representatives alter the sum of forty dollars 
mentioned in subsection (1). 

56. (1) A candidate or his election agent may apply for relief ~='"fu:I 

37 

under this section to the High Court. ·'ailu,,, '" 
~cts return 

(2) Relief under this section may be granted- <kdantIDns . 

(a) to a candidate, in respect of any failure to transmit 
the return and declaration as to election expenses or 
any part of them, or in respect of any error or false 
statement therein; or 

(b) to an election agent, in respect of the failure to 
transmit the return and declaration which he was 
required to transmit, or any part of them, or in 
respect of any error or false statement therein. 

(3) The application for relief may be made on the ground 
that the failure, error or false statement arose-

(a) by reason of the illness of the applicant; 
(b) where the applicant is the candidate, by reason of 

the absence, death, illness or misconduct of his elec­
tion agent or sub-agent or of any clerk or officer of 
such agent; 

(e) where the applicant is the election agent, by reason 
of the death or illness of any prior election agent of 
the candidate or of the absence, death, illness or 
misconduct of any sub-agent, clerk or officer of any 
election agent of the candidate; or 

(d) by reason of inadvertence or any reasonable cause of 
a like nature, 

and not by reason of any want of good faith on the part of the 
applicant. 

(4) The Court may, after the notice of the application in the 
electoral district and on production of such eviden~ of the 
grounds stated in the application and of the good faith of the 
application, and otherwise, as to the Court seems fit, make such 
order for allowing an authorised excuse for the failure, error or 
false statement as to the Court seems just. 

(5) Where it is proved to the Court by the candidate that 
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any act of the election agent in relation to the return and declara­
tions was without the sanction or connivance of the candidate, 
and that the candidate took all reasonable means for preventing 
the act, the Court shall relieve the candidate from the consequ­
ences of the act of the election agent. 

(6) An order under subsection (4) may make the allowance 
conditional on the making of the return and declaration in a 
modified form or within an extended time and upon the 
compliance with such other terms as to the Court seems best 
calculated for carrying into effect the objects of the above 
provisions relating to the expenses of a candidate. 

(7) An order under subsection (4) relieves the applicant for 
the order from any liability or consequences under this Act in 
respect of the matter excused by the order. 

(8) The date of the order, or if conditions and terms are to 
be complied with, the date at which the applicant fully complies 
with them, is referred to in this Act as the date of the allowance of 
the authorised excuse. 

57. (1) Where on an application under section 56 it appears to 
the Court that any person who is or has been an election agent 
has refused or failed to make a return, or to supply the particulars 
as will cnable the candidate and his election agent respectively to 
comply with the provisions of this Act as to the return or 
declarations as to election expenses, the Court, before making an 
order under the section, shall order that person to attend before 
the Court. 

(2) The Court shall, on the attendance of that person unless 
he shows cause to the contrary, order him to make the return and 
declarations or to deliver a statement of the 'particulars required 
to be contained in the return as to the Court seems just, within 
such time, to such persons and in such manner as the Court may 
direct, or may order him to be examined with respect to the 
particulars. 

58. The Chief Election Officer shall, within ten days after he 
receives from the election agent of a candidate a return as to 
election expenses, publish a summary of the return in at least one 
newspaper, accompanied by a notice stating the date on which the 
return and declaration were received by him and that the return 
and declaration (including the accompanying documents) can be 
inspected at the office of the Chief Election Officer. 

59. (I) Any returns or declarations (including the accompany­
ing documents) sent in under sections 47,52 and 53 to the Chief 
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Election Officer shall be retained by the Chief Election Officer in 
his office for safe keeping and such returns or declarations 
(including the accompanying documents) shall at all reasonable 
times during two years next after they are received by him be 
open to inspection by any person on payment of a fee of twenty­
five cents; and the Chief Election Officer shall on demand furnish 
copies thereof or any part thereof at the price of fifteen cents for 
every one hundred and twenty words or part thereof. 

(2) Subject to subsection (3), after the expiration of the two 
years the Chief Election Officer may cause the returns and 
declarations (including the accompanying documents) to be des­
troyed or, if the candidate or his election agent so require, shall 
return them to the candidate. 

(3) Any returns or declarations sent under section 47 shall 
be returned, not to the candidate if he or his election agent so 
require, but to the person sending them if he so require. 

PART V 

OFFENCES 

Offences by Election Officers, Etc. 

60. (1) A registration officer or an assistant registration officer ~:.:'::'l!" 
is guilty of a corrupt practice who, wilfully or without reasonable o_n •• IC 

excuse-
(a) omits from a unit register for the registration area or 

registration unit for which he has been appointed the 
registration record card of any person entitled to 
have the said card entered therein; or 

(b) enters in the register the registration record card of 
any person who is not entitled to have the card 
entered therein or the registration record card of any 
fictitious or non-existent person. 

(2) A registration officer or an assistant registration officer 
is guilty of a corrupt practice who, wilfully or without reasonable 
excuse-

(a) enters any false or incorrect matter or thing upon a 
registration record card or an identification card in a 
unit register for the registration area or registration 
unit for which he has been appointed; or 
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(b) omits to enter upon a registration record card or in 
any such register, any relevant matter or thing that 
he knows or reasonably believes to be true. 

61. An election officer, other than a registration officer or assis­
tant registration officer, is guilty of a corrupt practice, who--

(a) makes, in any record, return or other document that 
he is required to keep or make under this Act, any 
entry that he knows or has reason<lble cause to 
believe to be false, or does not believe to be true; 

(b) permits any person whom he knows or has reason­
able cause to believe not to be a physically incapaci­
tated person to vote in the manner provided for the 
physically incapacitated persons; 

(c) refuses to permit any person whom he knows or has 
reasonable cause to believe to be a physically 
incapacitated person to vote in the manner provided 
for the physically incapacitated persons; 

(d) except as provided in this Act, permits any person to 
vote at a polling station at which he knows or has 
reasonable cause to believe that such person is not 
entitled to vote; 

(e) wilfully prevents any person from voting at a polling 
station at which he knows or has reasonable cause to 
believe such person is entitled to vote; 

(f) wilfully rejects or refuses to count any ballot that he 
knows or has reasonable cause to believe is validly 
cast for any candidate in accordance with this Act; or 

(g) wilfully counts any ballot that he knows or has 
reasonable cause to believe was cast contrary to this 
Act. 

62. (1) An election officer required by this Act to take any oath 
or affirmation who wilfully or negligently fails in any material 
particular to perform the undertaking made by him in the oath or 
affirmation is liable on summary conviction to a fine of one 
thousand five hundred dollars and to imprisonment for twelve 
months. 

(2) (a) If a person to whom this subsection applies, or who 
is for the time being under a duty to discharge any of the 
functions of such a person, is, without reasonable cause, guilty of 
any act in breach of his official duty, he is liable on summary 
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conviction to a fine of one thousand five hundred dollars and to 
imprisonment for twelve months. 

(h) An action for damages does not lie in respect of the 
breach of his official duty by any person to whom this subsection 
.applies. 

(c) This subsection applies to any election officer or any 
person appointed to perform any duty under this Act in 
connection with his official duties, and the expression "official 
duty" is for the purposes of this section to be construed 
accordingly but docs not include duties imposed otherwise than 
by this Act. 

(3) If any returning officer wilfully delays, neglects or 
refuses to return any person who ought to be returned to serve as 
a member of the House of Representatives, a Municipal Council 
or a County Council and if it has been determined on the hearing 
of a representation petition that the person was entitled to have 
been so returned, the returning officer shall, without prejudice to 
any civil or criminal liability which he may have incurred thereby, 
forfeit to the person the sum of two thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

63. (I) A scrutineer, a presiding officer, a deputy presiding 
officer or a poll clerk who, when performing his duties under this 
Act and any other election officer who, at any time, attempts to 
persuade any person to vote for or support or to refrain from 
voting for or from supporting any person as a candidate for any 
election or as a candidate for nomination on behalf of any 
political party for the election, or to support any political party, or 
attempts to ascertain for what candidate or party any person 
intends to vote, is liable on summary conviction to a fine of one 
thousand five hundred dollars and to imprisonment for six 
months. 

(2) An election officer, other than a scrutineer, who 
addresses any meeting on behalf of any candidate or political 
party, or in any way actively associates himself with the election 
campaign of any candidate or political party is liable on summary 
conviction to a fine of one thousand five hundred dollars and to 
imprisonment for six months. 

(3) Any member of the Police Service, of the Special 
Reserve Police, or of the Estate Police who by word, message, 
writing or in any other manner endeavours to persuade any per­
son to give or dissuade any person from giving his vote at any 
election is liable on summary conviction to a fine of three 
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thousand dollars and to imprisonment for twelve months; but 
nothing in this subsection shall subject any such member to any 
penalty for anything done in the discharge of his duty as such 
member. 

64. (1) The following persons, that is to say-
(a) the Chief Election Officer, an Assistant Election 

Officer, returning officer, registration supervisor, 
election clerk, presiding officer, deputy presiding 
officer, poll clerk or police officer on duty attending 
at a polling station; 

(b) every candidate or election agent or polling agent so 
attending, 

shall maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of voting. 

(2) Every person attending at the counting of votes shall 
maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of voting. 

(3) No person shall-
(a) interfere with or attempt to inte~fere with an elector 

when he is voting; 
(b) otherwise obtain or attempt to obtain at a polling 

station information as to the candidate or political 
party for whom an elector in that station is about to 
vote or has voted; 

(c) communicate at any time to any person any informa­
tion obtained in a polling station as to the candidate 
or political party for whom an elector in that station 
is about to vote or has voted; 

(d) directly or indirectly induce an elector to disclose to 
any person the name of the candidate or political 
party for whom he has or has not voted. 

(4) Every person attending the proceedings in connection 
with the issue or the opening of special ballot papers shall main­
tain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the voting and shall not 
attempt to ascertain at the proceedings in connection with the 
opening of Special ballot papers the candidate for whom any vote 
is given in any particular special ballot paper or communicate any 
information with respect thereto obtained at those proceedings. 

(5) No person having undertaken to assist a physically 
incapacitated elector to vote shall communicate at any time to 
any person any information as to the candidate or political party 
for whom that elector intends to vote or has voted. 
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(6) If any person fails to comply with this section he is liable 
on summary conviction to a fine of seven hundred and fifty dollars 
or to imprisonment for six months. 

Offences relating to registration, election documents, etc. 

65. (1) A person is guilty of an offence who, knowingly,. is 
unlawfully registered in more than one unit register for the pur­
pose of any category of election or more than once in any unit 
register. 

(2) A person is guilty of an offence who induces or procures 
some other person to do an act if he knows that such act is, or but 
for that person's want of knowledge would be, an offence by that 
other person under subsection (1). 

(3) An offence under this section is an illegal practice. 

(4) A candidate is not liable nor is his election avoided for 
an illegal practice under this section by any agent of his other than 
for an offence under subsection (2). 

IOepI . 
regIStration. 
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66. (1) Any person who, without lawful authority wilfully des- DesI~g", 
troys, mutilates, defaces or makes any alteration to an ='ion 
identification card or a poll card- :!:,:.~hcr 

(a) where the identification card or the poll card relates 
to such person, is liable on summary conviction to a 
fine of seven hundred and fifty dollars or to impris­
onment for six months; 

(b) where the identification card or the poll card relates 
to some other person, is guilty of a corrupt practice. 

(2) Any person who without lawful authority destroys, 
mutilates, defaces or removes, or makes any alteration in, any 
register or any notice published in pursuance of this Act or any 
document or copy thereof that has been made available for 
inspection by the public in pursuance of this Act is liable on 
summary conviction to a fine of seven hundred and fifty dollars or 
to imprisonment for six months. 

67. (1) Any person who objects in accordance with the Regist- :;:,=!a~ 
ration Rules to the registration of any other person as an elector "~r.men' ~ 

h h h bl ("lure 10 grve upon any grounds t at e knows or as reasona e cause to infonnation. 

believe to be false is liable on summary conviction to a fine of Sub. Leg. 

seven hundred and fifty dollars or to imprisonment for six 
months. 

LR.O. 111980 
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(2) Any person who knowingly makes a false statement for 
the purpose of being registered or of remaining registered as an 
elector is liable on summary conviction to a fine of seven 
hundred and fifty dollars and to imprisonment for six months. 

(3) Any person who in relation to any registration under 
this Act makes before a registration officer or assistant registra­
tion officer any statement upon oath or any solemn affirmation 
that he knows or has reasonable cause to believe to be false or 
does not believe to be true is liable on summary conviction to a 
fine of one thousand five hundred dollars or to imprisonment for 
twelve months. 

(4) Subject to section 16(3), where a person who is 
requested under this Act by the Chief Election Officer, a registra­
tion officer, or an assistant registration officer, to furnish him with 
information fails to comply with the request, or gives information 
which he knows to be false or does not believe to be true, such 
person is liable on summary conviction to a fine of one thousand 
five hundred dollars or to imprisonment for twelve months. 

68. A person is guilty of a corrupt practice who sells or 
attempts to sell, or purchases or attempts to purchase, or pledges 
or attempts to pledge, or receives by way of pledge in any manner 
whatsoever an identification card of an elector or a poll card 
issued to an elector or any document or thing purporting to be an 
identification card of an elector or a poll card issued to an elector. 

69. (I) A person who with intent to deceive forges or counter­
feits any registration record card or identification card is liable on 
conviction on indictment to imprisonment for a term of seven 
years. 

(2) A person is guilty of a corrupt practice who is guilty of 
an offence under this section. 

70. (1) A person is guilty of an offence if at any election he­
(a) fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys any 

nomination paper; 
(b) forges or counterfeits any special ballot paper; 
(e) fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys any 

special ballot paper; 
(d) without due authority supplies any special ballot 

paper to any person; 
(e) fraudulently puts into any postal ballot box any 
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paper other than the ballot paper which he is author· 
ised by law to put in; 

(f) without due authority destroys, takes, opens or 
otherwise interferes with any postal ballot box or 
special ballot paper then in use for the purposes of 
the election; 

(g) fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys any 
rubber stamp; or 

(h) fraudulently or without due authority, as the case 
may be, attempts to do any of the above acts. 

(2) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable 
on summary conviction if he is a returning officer or an election 
clerk to a fine of one thousand five hundred dollars or to impris­
onment for twelve months; or if he is any other person to a fine of 
seven hundred and fifty dollars or to imprisonment for six 
months. 

71. (1) A person who wilfully destroys or damages a ballot box 
or any part thereof or, without lawful authority, interferes with 
any ballot box or any part thereof which has been prepared for 
use, or is in use at an election, is liable on conviction on indict­
ment to a fine of six thousand dollars and to imprisonment for two 
years. 

(2) A person is gUilty of a corrupt practice who is guilty of 
an offence under subsection (1). 

(3) A person who wilfully destroys or damages or, without 
lawful authority, interferes with any ballot box or any part thereof 
otherwise than as provided for in subsection (1) is liable on con­
viction on indictment to a fine of six thousand dollars and to 
imprisonment for two years. 

Offences relati~g to election campaign 

72. (1) Any person who at a lawful public meeting to which this 
section applies, acts or incites others to act, in a disorderly man­
ncr for the purpose of preventing the transaction of the business 
for which the meeting was called is guilty of a corrupl practice. 

(2) This section applies to a political meeting held in an 
electoral district between the date of the publication of a notice of 
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committing an offence under this section, he may require that 
person to declare to him immediately his name and address and, 
if that person refuses or fails so to declare his name or address or 
gives a false name or address, he is liable on summary conviction 
to a fine of seventy-five dollars, and if he refuses or fails so to 
declare his name or address or if the police officer reasonably 
suspects him of giving a false name or address, the police officer 
may without warrant arrest him. 

73. (1) Any person who hires or uses any premises to which 
this section applies or any part of the premises for a committee 
room for the purpose of promoting or procuring the election of a 
candidate, or lets any premises to which this section applies or 
any part of the premises knowing that it was intended to use them 
or that part as a committee room is guilty of an illegal hiring. 

(2) Subject to subsection (3), this section applies to any 
premises-

(a) that are licensed for the sale of any intoxicating 
liquor for consumption on or off the premises or on 
which refreshment of any kind (whether food or 
drink) is ordinarily sold for consumption on the 
premises; or 

(b) where any intoxicating liquor is supplied to members 
of a club, society or association, other than a perma­
nent political club. 

(3) This section does not apply to the hiring, using, letting, 
or permitting the use of any part of premises that is ordinarily let 
for the purposes of chambers or offices, or the holding of public 
meetings, or of arbitrations, if that part has a separate entrance 
and no direct communication with any part of the premises on 
which any intoxicating liquor or refreshment is sold or supplied as 
mentioned above. 

74. (1) Any person who, or any director of any body or associa­
tion corporate which, before or during an election and for the 
purposes of affecting the return of any candidate at the election, 
makes or publishes any false statement of fact in relation to the 
personal character or conduct of the candidate, is guilty of an 
illegal practice unless he can show that he had reasonable grounds 
for believing, and did believe, the statement to be true. 

(2) A person making or publishing any false statement of 
fact as in subsection (1) may be restrained by interim or perpetual 
injunction by the High Court from any repetition of that false 
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statement or of a false statement of a similar character in relation 
to the candidate and, for the purposes of granting an interim 
injunction, prima facie proof of the falsity of the statement is 
sufficient. 

(3) A person is guilty of an illegal practice who, before or 
during an election, knowingly publishes a false statement of with­
drawal of a candidate at the election for the purpose of promoting 
or procuring the election of another candidate. 

75. A person who corruptly induces or procures any other per- Co,",pl 
. h f b' d'd l"'d w>lhd"wal son to Wit draw rom emg a can I ate at an e eclIon 10 consl - f<om 

cration of any payment or promise of payment, and a person candidalu". 

withdrawing in pursuance of the inducement or procurement, is 
guilty of an illegal payment. 

76. (1) A person shall not-
(a) print or publish, or cause to be printed or published, 

any bill, placard or poster having reference to an 
election or any printed document distributed for the 
purpose of promoting or procuring the election of a 
candidate; 

(b) post or cause to be posted any such bill, placard or 
poster as above mentioned; or 

(c) distribute or cause to be distributed any printed 
document for that purpose, 

unless the bill, placard, poster or document bears upon the face 
thereof the name and address of the printer and publisher. 

(2) For the purposes of this section, any process for multi­
plying copies of a document, other than copying it by hand, shall 
be deemed to be printing, and the expression "printer" shall be 
construed accordingly. 

(3) A candidate or election agent acting in contravention of 
this section is guilty of an illegal practice, and any other person so 
acting is liable on summary conviction to a fine of one thousand 
five hundred dollars. 
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77. Where any person knowingly provides money for any pay­
me".t which is contrary to this Act, or for any expenses incurred in 
excess of any maximum amount allowed by this Act, or for replac­
ing any money expended in any such payment or expenses, except 
where the payment or the incurring of the expenses may have 
been previously allowed in pursuance of section 149 to be an 
exception, that person is guilty of an illegal payment. 
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78. A person who makes any payment, advance or deposit in 
contravention of section 45{1) or (3) or provides any money for 
any such payment, advance or deposit is guilty of an illegal prac­
tice. 

79. (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3), if any person incurs, 
or aids, abets, counsels or procurcs any other person to incur, any 
expenses in contravention of section 47 or knowingly makcs a 
declaration required by section 47(3) falsely, he is guilty of a 
corrupt practice, and if a person fails to send any declaration or 
return as required by section 47, he is guilty of an illegal practice. 

(2) The Court by whom a person is convicted under this 
section may, if it thinks it just in the special circumstances of the 
case, mitigate or entirely remit any incapacity imposed by virtue 
of section 148(2). 

(3) A candidate shall not be liable and his election shall not 
be avoided for a corrupt or illegal practice under this section 
committed by an agent without his consent or connivance. 

(4) Where an act of an association or body of persons, cor­
porate or unincorporate, is an offence declared to be a corrupt or 
illegal practice by this section, any person who at the time of the 
act was a director, general manager, secretary or other similar 
officer of the association or body, or was purporting to act in any 
such capacity, is deemed to be guilty of that offence, unless he 
proves that the act took place without his consent or connivance 
and that he exercised all such diligence to prevent the commission 
of the offence as he ought to have exercised having regard to the 
nature of his functions in that capacity and to all the circums­
tances. 

80. Any candidate or election agent who knowingly makes any 
payment or incurs any expense in contravention of section 48 is 
guilty of an illegal practice. 

81. (1) Subject to subsection (2), an election agent who pays a 
claim in contravention of section 49(1) or makes a payment in 
contravention of section 49(2) is guilty of an illegal practice. 

(2) Where the Court at the conclusion of the trial of a rep­
resentation petition certifies that it has been proved to the Court 
by the candidate that any payment, was made by an election agent 
without the sanction or connivance of the candidate, the election 
of the candidate shall not be void, nor shall he be subject to any 
incapacity under this Act by reason only of the payment having 
been made in contravention of section 49. 
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82. Subject to section 56, if a candidate or election agent fails 
to comply with the requirements of section 52 or section 53, he is 
guilty of an illegal practice. 

83. If a candidate or election agent knowingly makes a declara­
tion required by section 53 falsely, he is guilty of a corrupt prac­
tice. 
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made under section 57, the Court may order him to pay a fine of 0.,,1«0.100"". 

eight thousand five hundred dollars. 

Offences on polling day 

85. (I) Subject to subsection (3), a person shall not, with a 
view to supporting or opposing the candidature of any individual 
as against any other or others at an election, either let, lend or 
employ, or hire, borrow or use, any motor vehicle or any animal 
drawn vehicle or any animal for the purpose of the conveyance of 
electors to or from the poll, and if he docs so, he is guilty of an 
illegal practice. 

(2) Where any motor vehicle or any animal drawn vehicle 
or any animal is let, lent, employed, hired, borrowed or used for 
the purpose of the conveyance of electors to or from the poll, it 
shall be presumed until the contrary is proved that the motor 
vehicle, animal drawn vehicle or animal was so let, lent, emp­
loyed, hired, borrowed or used with a view to supporting or 
opposing the candidature of some individual as against some 
other or others at the election. 

(3) Subject to subsection (4), nothing in this section shall-
(a) prevent any motor vehicle, any animal drawn vehicle 

or any animal being let to or hired, employed or used 
by an elector, or several electors at their joint cost, 
for the purpose of being conveyed to or from the 
poll; 

(b) prevent any person employing any motor vehicle or 
any animal drawn vehicle or any animal for the pur­
pose of conveying to or from the poll himself or any 
member of the same household, or borrowing any 
such vehicle or animal from a member of the same 
household to be employed for that purpose; or 

(c) apply to any motor vehicle registered as an electoral 
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vehicle on behalf of any candidate, in relation to the 
user of such vehicle in accordance with section 86. 

(4) In any prosecution under this section the burden of 
proving any exemption under subsection (3)(a), (b) or (c) shall be 
on the person charged. 

(5) In this section, "members of the same household" 
includes a visitor spending the night before or after polling day in 
the same dwelling house and a person employed by a member of 
the household at the dwelling house unless so employed exclu­
sively for the purpose of that member's trade, profession or busi­
ness. 

86. (1) No registered electoral vehicle shall be, at any time on 
polling day between one hour before the opening of the poll and 
one hour after the closing of the poll, on any road-

(a) unless there is prominently displayed upon the ve­
hicle the electoral vehicle placards in respect of that 
vehicle; or 

(b) subject to subsection (2), outside the boundaries of 
the electoral district in respect of which it is a regis­
tered electoral vehicle; and 

(c) when more than five passengers are upon such ve­
hicle. 

(2) Subsection (1)(b) does not apply to the presence of any 
motor vehicle upon a road outside the boundaries of the electoral 
district in respect of which the vehicle is registered as an electoral 
vehicle at any time when the vehicle is actually transporting elec­
tors in the electoral district from some point in the electoral dis­
trict by the most direct route between such points practicable for 
motor traffic. 

(3) A person is guilty of an illegal practice who, in contra­
vention of this section-

(a) drives or causes or permits to be driven any regis­
tered electoral vehicle; or 

(b).is or causes any other person to be a passenger upon 
any such vehicle at a time when he knows or has 
reasonable cause to believe that such vehicle is being 
driven. 

87. (1) A police officer may stop any motor vehicle or animal 
drawn vehicle which he has reason to believe is being driven or 
has been driven contrary to section 85 or section 86 and to Ques-
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tion the driver of or any passenger in or upon the vehicle, whether 
stopped on his instructions or not, with a view to determining 
whether a breach of any of those sections is being or has been 
committed. 

(2) If the driver of any such vehicle-
(a) refuses or fails to answer a question lawfully put to 

him under subsection (I); 
(b) obstructs the police officer in the execution of his 

duty; or 
(e) fails to obey any direction of the police officer 

requiring him to comply with section 85 or 86 in 
respect of the vehicle, 

the police officer may require the driver to drive the vehicle to the 
nearest police station where it may be detained until one hour 
after the closing of the poll, and may arrest the driver without a 
warrant. 

(3) If a passenger refuses or fails to answer a question law­
fully put to him under subsection (1) the police officer may 
require him, by force if necessary, to leave the vehicle, and may 
arrest him without a warrant. 

(4) Any driver of any such vehicle who, upon being 
required to do so in accordance with subsection (2), refuses or 
fails to drive the vehicle to the nearest police station is guilty of an 
illegal practice. 

(5) Any driver of any such vehicle or any passenger in or 
upon such vchicle who refuses or fails to answer any question 
lawfully put to him by a police officer under subsection (1) is 
guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine of 
four hundred dollars or to imprisonment for three months. 

88. (1) No person shall hire or make use oeany band of music 
on polling day within an electoral district for which an election is 
being held until two hours after the closing of the poll. 

(2) No person shall play in any band of music at any meet­
ing or in any procession held on polling day within an electoral 
district for which an election is being held until two hours after 
the closing of the poll. 

(3) Any person who contravenes this section is liable on 
summary conviction to a fine of seven hundred and fifty dollars or 
to imprisonment for six months. 
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89. (1) No person shall furnish or supply any public address 
apparatus, loudspeaker, bunting, ensign, banner, standard or set 
of colours or any flag to any person with intent that it should be 
carried, worn or used on polling day within an electoral district 
for which an election is being held on any motor or other vehicle 
as political propaganda on polling day, and no person shall on 
polling day carry, wear or usc within such electoral district any 
public address apparatus, loudspeaker, bunting. ensign, banner. 
standard or set of colours or flag, on any motor or other vehicle or 
otherwise as political propaganda. 

(2) No person shall furnish or supply any flag, ribbon, label, 
symbol or like favour or any article of clothing to or for any 
person with intent that it be worn or used by any person within an 
electoral district on polling day as a badge to distinguish the 
wearer as the supporter of any candidate or of the political or 
other opinions entertained or supposed to be entertained by such 
candidate; and no person shall use or wear any flag, ribbon, label, 
symbol or like favour or any article of clothing as such badge 
within an electoral district on polling day. 

(3) Nothing contained in subsection (1) shall be deemed to 
extend to the furnishing, supplying, carrying, wearing or using of 
any banner bearing only the name of any candidate or party or 
only such name preceded by the words "Vote for" 

(4) Any person who contravenes this section is liable on 
summary conviction to a fine of seven hundred and fifty dollars or 
to imprisonment for six months. 

90. (1) Subject to subsection (2), during the hours when the 
poll is open on polling day no persons shall assemble or congre­
gate in a polling station or within one hundred yards thereof. 

(2) This section does not apply to--
(a) any electors who are waiting to vote at such polling 

station and who obey such instructions as may be 
given by the presiding officer or any police officer for 
the purpose of forming a queue with other electors 
so waiting; or 

(b) any person who under this Act lawfully enters and 
remains in such station. 

(3) Any person who contravenes this section is liable on 
summary conviction to a fine of seven h'mdred and fifty dollars or 
to imprisonment for three months. 
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91. (I) During the hours that the poll is open upon polling day 
no person shall, in any polling station or upon any road or in any 
public place within one hundred yards of any polling station, seek 
to inllucncc any elector to vote or to refrain from voting for any 
candidate or political party or to ascertain for whom any elector 
intcnds to vote or has voted. 

(2) Any person who contravenes this section is liable on 
summary conviction to a fine of scven hundred and fifty dollars or 
to imprisonment for three months. 

92. (I) No intoxicating liquor shall be sold, offered or exposed 
for sale. or given away at any prcmises liccnscd under the Liquor 
Licences Act and situated in any electoral district for which an 
election is bcing hcld at any time bctwecn the opening and the 
closing of thc poll on polling day. 

(2) No intoxicating liquor shall be supplied to any person 
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(3)Any person who contravenes subsection (1) or (2) is 
liable on summary conviction to a fine of one thousand five 
hundred dollars or to imprisonment for six months. 

(4) No person shall on polling day consume any intoxicat­
ing liquor within a polling station. 

(5) No presiding officer, deputy presiding officer or poll 
clerk shall consume any intoxicating liquor on polling day within 
any polling station. 

(6) Any person who contravenes subsection (4) or (5) is 
liable on summary conviction to a fine of four hundred dollars or 
to imprisonment for three months. 

93. An employer who fails to comply with any of the provisions 
of section 36(2) and any person who directly or indirectly by 
intimidation, undue inlluence, or in any other way interferes with 
the granting to an elector of the prescribed period for voting 
referred to in that subsection is liable on summary conviction to a 
fine of three thousand dollars or to imprisonment for twelve 
months. 
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(a) knowing that he is not entitled to vote at the elec­
tion; 

(b) as an elector more than once in the same electoral 
district or in more than one electoral district; or 

(c) for which he is entitled to vote as a special elector, 
otherwise than in accordance with Part IV of the 
Election Rules. 

(2) A person is guilty of an offence who induces or procures 
some other person to do an act if he knows that such act is, or but 
for that other person's want of knowledge would be, an offence 
by that other person under subsection (1). 

(3) An offence under this section is an illegal practice. 

(4) A candidate is not liable, nor is his election avoided, for 
an illegal practice under this section by any agent of his other than 
for an offence under subsection (2). 

Other offences and savings 

95. A person is guilty of a corrupt practice who on or before 
polling day for an election wilfully damages or destroys a vehicle 
registered as an electoral vehicle for that election. 

96. (1) A person is guilty of a corrupt practice who is gUilty of 
bribery. 

(2) A person is guilty of bribery who, directly or indirectly, 
by himself or by any other person on his behalf-

(a) gives any money or procures any office to or for any 
elector or to or for any other person on behalf of any 
elector or to or for any other person in order to 
induce any elector to vote or refrain from voting; 

(b) corruptly does any act as in paragraph (a) on account 
of any elector having voted or refrained from voting; 
or 

(c) makes any gift or procurement as in paragraph (a) to 
or for any person in order to induce that person to 
procure, or endeavour to procure, the return of any 
person at an election or the vote of any elector, 

or if upon or in consequence of any such gift or procurement he 
procures or engages, promises or endeavours to procure the 
return of any person at an election or the vote of any elector. 
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(3) A person is guilty of bribery who-
(a) advances or pays or causes to be advanced or paid 

any money to or to the use of any other person with 
the intent that the money or any part thereof will be 
expended in bribery at any election; or 

(b) knowingly pays or causes to be paid any money to 
any person in discharge or repayment of any money 
wholly or in part expended in bribery at any election. 

(4) Subsections (1) to (3) do not extend and shall not be 
construed to extend to any money paid or agreed to be paid for or 
on account of any..legal expenses incurred in good faith at or 
concerning an election. 

(5) An elector is guilty of bribery who, before or during an 
election, directly or indirectly by himself or by any other person 
on his behalf, receives, agrees to receive, or contracts for any 
money, gift, loan or valuable consideration, office, place or emp­
loyment for himself or for any other person for voting or agreeing 
to vote or for refraining or agreeing to refrain from voting. 

(6) A person is guilty of bribery who, after an election 
directly or indirectly by himself or by any other person on his 
behalf, receives any money or valuable consideration on account 
of any person having voted or refrained from voting or having 
induced any other person to vote or refrain from voting. 

(7) In this section, "elector" includes any person who has 
or claims to have a right to vote or is believed by the person 
offering the bribe to have a right to vote. 

(8) For the purposes of this section-
(a) references to giving money includes references to 

lending, agreeing to give or lend, offering, promising 
or promising to procure or to endeavour to procure 
any money or valuable consideration; and 

(b) references to procuring any office includes refer­
ences to giving, procuring, agreeing to give or pro­
cure, offering, promising or promising to procure or 
to endeavour to procure any office, place or emp­
loyment. 

97. (1) A person is guilty of a corrupt practice who is gUilty of T,,"inS' 

treating. 

(2) A person is guilty of treating who corruptly, by himself 
or by any other person on his behalf, either hefore, during or after 
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an election, directly or indirectly gives or provides or pays wholly 
or in part the expense of giving or providing any food, drink, 
entertainment or provision to or for any person-

(a) for the purpose of corruptly influencing that person 
or any other person to vote or refrain from voting at 
such election.; or 

(b) on account of that person or any other person having 
voted or refrained from voting, or being about to 
vote or refrain from voting at such election. 

(3) Every elector who corruptly accepts or takes any such 
food, drink, entertainment or provision is also guilty of treating. 

98. (l) A person is guilty of a corrupt practice who is guilty of 
undue influence. 

(2) A person is guilty of undue influence who-
(a) directly or indirectly, by himself or by any other per­

son on his behalf, makes use of or threatens to make 
use of any force, violence or restraint, inflicts or 
threatens to inflict, by himself or by any other per­
son, any temporal or spiritual injury, damage, harm 
or loss upon or against any person in order to induce 
or compel that person to vote or refrain from voting 
at any election, or on account of that person having 
voted or refrained from voting at any election; 

(b) by abduction, duress or any fraudulent device or 
contrivance, impedes or prevents the free exercise of 
the franchise of an elector or thereby compels, 
induces or prevails upon an elector either to vote or 
to refrain from voting at any election; or 

(e) by duress, induces a public officer to use his office to 
prevail upon an elector to vote in a particular way at 
any election. 

99. (1) A person is guilty of a corrupt practice if he commits, or 
aids, abets, counsels or procures the commission of, the offence of 
personation. 

(2) A person is guilty of personation at an election if he­
(a) votes as some other person whether that other per­

son is living or dead or is a fictitious person; 
(b) votes for a person whom he knows or has reasonable 

grounds for supposing to be dead or to be a fictitious 
person; or 
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(e) votes when there is upon any of his fingers any mark 
of electoral ink. 

(3) For the purposes of this section a person who has pre­
sented himself to a poll clerk for the purpose of voting at an 
elcction or who has marked whether validly or not and returned a 
special ballot paper for the purpose of voting by post shall be 
deemed to have voted. 

(4) A person charged with personation shall not be con­
victed except on the evidence of not less than two credible witnes­
ses. 
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(ll) on summary conviction to a fine of one thousand five 

hundred dollars and to imprisonment for six months; 
or 

(b) on conviction on indictment to a fine of three 
thousand dollars and to imprisonment for twelve 
months. 

(2) A person who commits the offence of personation or of 
aidi~g. abetting, counselling or procuring the commission of the 
offence of personation is liable on conviction on indictment to a 
fine of three thousand dollars and to imprisonment for five years. 

101. (I) Except as otherwise specifically provided, a person 
guilty of an illegal practice is liable on summary conviction to a 
fine of one thousand fivc hundred dollars or to imprisonment for 
six months. 

(2) On a prosecution for an illegal practice it shall be 
sufficient to allege that the person charged was guilty of an illegal 
practice. 

102. Any person charged with a corrupt practice may, if the 
circumstances warrant such finding, be found guilty of an illegal 
practice. and any person charged with an illegal practice may be 
found guilty of that offence notwithstanding that the act constitut­
ing the offence amounted to a corrupt practice. 
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person charged was guilty of an illegal payment or hiring, as the 
case may be. 

(2) A candidate or election agent who is personally guilty of 
an illegal payment or hiring is guilty of an illegal practice. 

(3) Any person charged with an offence of illegal payment 
or hiring may be found guilty of that offence, notwithstanding 
that the act constituting the offence amounted to a corrupt or 
illegal practice. 

104. (1) Where a person has been declared by others to be a 
candidate at an election without his consent, nothing in this Act 
shall be construed to impose any liability on that person, unless 
he has afterwards given his assent to the declaration or has been 
nominated. 

(2) Nothing in this Act shall be construed as prohibiting the 
employment of a paid canvasser. 

105. The provisions of this Act prohibiting-
(a) payments and contracts for payments; 
(b) the payment or incurring of election expenses In 

excess of the maximum allowed by this Act; or 
(c) incurring of expenses not authorised by the election 

agent, 
do not affect the right of any creditor who, when the contract was 
made or the expense was incurred, did not know that the contract 
or expense was in contravention of this Act. 

PART VI 

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 

Disputed Appointments and Elections 

106. (1) The following questions shall be referred to and deter­
mined by the High Court in accordance with sections 106 to 
129: 

(a) where leave has been granted under section 52(2) of 
the Constitution, any question whether any person 
has been validly appointed as a Senator or validly 
elected as a member of the House of Representa­
tives; and 
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(b) any question whether any person has been validly 
elected as a member or to an office of a Municipal 
Councilor of a County Council. 

(2) Every such reference shall be by a petition, in this Act 
referred to as a representation petition. 

(3) A petition complaining of no return or an insufficient 
return shall be deemed to be a representation petition. 

107. (I) A representation petition may be presented by anyone 
or more of the following persons: 

(a) in respect of an appointment to the Senate, by any 
person who on the date of the appointment of the 
person to whom the petition relates, was entitled to 
vote as an elector at a Parliamentary election; 

(b) in respect of an election or return to the House of 
Representatives or to a Municipal Councilor to a 
County Council, by-

(i) a person who had a right to vote at the elec­
tion; or 

(ii) a person validly nominated as a candidate at 
the election. 

(2) The person whose appointment, election or return is 
complained of is hereinafter referred to as the respondent; but, if 
the petition complains of the conduct of a returning officer or 
election clerk, the returning officer or election clerk shall for the 
purposes of this Part be deemed to be a respondent. 

(3) The petition shall be in the prescribed form, state the 
prescribed matters and be signed by the petitioner, or all the 
petitioners if more than one. 

(4) The petition shall be presented by delivering it to the 
Registrar. 

(5) the Registrar shall send a copy of the pctition-
(a) in the case of a petition questioning the appointment 

of a person to the Senate, to the Attorney General; 
and 

(b) to such other persons as may be prescribed; 
and shall cause the petition to be published in the prescribed 
manner. 

(6) The petition shall be served in such manner as may be 
prescribed. 
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108. (1) A petition questioning the appointment of a person to 
the Senate shall be presented within twenty-eight days of the date 
of the notification in the Gazette of the appointment. 

(2) Subject to this section, a petition questioning an elec­
tion or return shall be presented within eight days after the return 
has been made of the member to whose election thc petition 
relates. 

(3) If the petition questions the election or return upon an 
allegation of corrupt practice and specifically alleges a payment of 
money or other reward to have been made by the member or on 
his account or with his privity since the time of the return in 
pursuance or in furtherance of the alleged corrupt practice, it may 
be presented within twenty-eight days after the date of the 
alleged payment. 

(4) A petition questioning the election or return upon an 
allegation of an illegal practice may, so far as respects that illegal 
practice, be presented-

(a) in the case of a petition relating to membership of 
the House of Representatives, not later than the 
expiration of fourteen days after the day specified in 
subsection (5); 

(b) in the case of a petition relating to membership as a 
Councillor of a Municipal Councilor a County 
Council, within twenty-eight days after the date of 
the alleged illegal practice, or before the expiration 
of the period referred to in subsection (2), whichever 
is the later; 

(e) notwithstanding paragraphs (a) and (b), if specifi­
cally alleging a payment of money or some other act 
to have been made or done since the day specified in 
subsection (5) by the member to whose election the 
petition relates or by an agent of his, or with the 
privity of that member or his election agent, in pur­
suance or in furtherance of the alleged illegal prac­
tice, within twenty-eight days after the date of the 
alleged payment or other act. 

(5) The said day is-
(a) that on which the Chief Election Officer receives the 

return and declarations as to election expenses by 
the said member and his election agent; 

(b) where the return and declarations are received on 
different days, the last of those days; or 
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(e) where there is an authorised excuse for failing to 
make the return and declarations, the date of the 
allowance of the excuse, or if there was a failure as 
regards two or more of them, and the excuse was 
allowed at different times, the date of the allowance 
of the last excuse. 

(6) A petition presented within the time limited by subsec­
tion (2) or subsection (3) may, for the purpose of questioning the 
election or return upon an allegation of an illegal practice, be 
amended with the leave of the High Court within the time within 
which a petition questioning the election upon the allegation of 
that illegal practice could be presented under subsection (4). 

(7) Subsections (4), (5) and (6) apply notwithstanding that 
the act constituting the alleged illegal practice amounted to a 
corrupt practice. 

(8) For the purpose of this section, the allegation that an 
election is, under this Act, avoided on the grounds that corrupt or 
illegal practices or illegal payments, employments or hirings were 
committed in reference to the election for the purpose of promot­
ing or procuring the election of any person thereat and had so 
extensively prevailed that they may be reasonably supposed to 
have affected the result of the election, shall be deemed to be an 
allegation of corrupt practices, notwithstanding that the offences 
alleged are or include offences other than corrupt practices. 

109. (I) At the time of presenting a representation petition or 
within three days afterwards the petitioner shall give security for 
all costs which may become payable by him to any witness sum­
moned on his behalf or to any respondent. 

(2) The security shall be-
(a) in the case of a petition relating to membership of 

the Senate or of the House of Representatives, an 
amount of two thousand dollars; and 

(b) in the case of a petition relating to membership as a 
councillor of a Municipal Councilor a County Coun­
cil, an amount not exceeding one thousand dollars as 
the High Court, on summons, directs, 

and shall be given in the prescribed manner by recognisance 
entered into by any number of sureties not exceeding four or by a 
deposit of money, or partly in one way and partly in the other. 
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scribed manner, selVe on the respondent a notice of the presenta­
tion of the petition and of the nature of the proposed security, 
and a copy of the petition. 

111. (1) Within a further prescribed time, not exceeding ten 
days after selVice of the notice of the presentation of the petition, 
the respondent may object in writing to any recognisance on the 
ground that any surety is insufficient or is dead or cannot be 
found or ascertained for want of a sufficient description in the 
recognisance, or that a person named in the recognisance has not 
duly acknowledged the recognisance. 

(2) If the objection is allowed, the petitioner may, within a 
further prescribed time not exceeding five days, remove it by a 
deposit in the prescribed manner of such sum of money as will in 
accordance with subsection (3) or subsection (4) make the sec­
urity sufficient. 

(3) Any objection to a recognisance may be heard and 
determined by the Registrar, and the Registrar may, if he allows 
the objection, direct what sum should be deposited so as to make 
the security sufficient. 

(4) A determination or direction by the Registrar under 
subsection (3) may be reviewed by the High Court and upon such 
review the Court may make any determination or give any direc­
tion which the Registrar may have made or given. 

(5) If no security is given as required by section 109 or any 
objection is allowed and not removed as mentioned above, no 
further proceeding shall be had on the petition. 

112. On the expiration of the time limited for objections or, 
after objection made, on the objection being disallowed or 
removed, whichever last happens, the petition shall be at issue. 

113. (I) A representation petition shall be tried by the High 
Court in open Court, without a jury, and notice of the time and 
place of trial shall be given in the prescribed manner not less than 
fourteen day~ before the day of trial. 

(2) The jurisdiction of the High Court to try representation 
petitions may be exercised by a single judge. 

(3) The Court may in its discretion adjourn the trial from 
time to time, but the trial shall, so far as is practicable consistently 
with the interests of justice in respect of the trial, be continued 
from day to day on every lawful day until its conclusion. 
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(4) The trial of a petition relating to membership of the 
Senate or of the House of Representatives shall be proceeded 
with notwithstanding the prorogation of Parliament, and in the 
case of a petition questioning an election or return, notwithstand­
ing the resignation by the respondent as a member of the House 
of Representatives. 

(5) On the trial of the petition, unless the Court otherwise 
directs, any charge of a corrupt practice may be gone into, and 
evidence in relation thereto received, before. any proof has been 
given of agency on behalf of any candidate in respect of the 
corrupt practice. 

(6) On the trial of a petition questioning an election or 
return and claiming the seat for some person, the respondent may 
give evidence to prove that that person was not duly elected, in 
the same manner as if he had presented a petition against the 
election of that person. 
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114. No elector who has voted at an election shall in any pro- ~'~~;df~:o 
ceedings on a representation petition be required to state for whom hovotod. 

whom he voted. 

115. Witnesses shall be summoned and sworn in the same man­
ner as nearly as circumstances admit as in an action tried before 
the High Court. 

116. (1) On the trial of a representation petition questioning an 
election or return the Court may, by order under the hand of the 
Judge, require any person who appears to him to have been con­
cerned in the election to attend as a witness and any person 
refusing to obey the order is guilty of contempt of Court. 

(2) The Court may examine any person so required to 
attend or who is in Court although he is not called and examined 
by any party to the petition. 

(3) A witness may, after his examination by the Court, be 
cross-examined by or on behalf of the petitioner and respondent, 
or either of them. 

117. (I) The reasonable expenses incurred by any person in 
appearing to give evidence at the trial of a representation peti­
tion, according to the scale allowed to witnesses at the trial of civil 
actions before the High Court may be allowed to him by a 
certificate of the Court or of the Registrar; and, if the witness was 
called and examined by virtue of section 116 shall be deemed part 

R.P.A.9 
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of the expenses of the Court, but otherwise shall be deemed costs 
of the petition, 

(2) The expenses of the Court shall be paid out of such 
sums as shall be appropriated for the purpose by Parliament. 

118. (l) At the conclusion of the trial of a representation peti­
tion in respect of an appointment to the Senate, the Court shall 
determine whether the person whose appointment was ques­
tioned was validly appointed or not, and shall forthwith certify in 
writing the determination to the President and to the President of 
the Senate, 

(2) At the conclusion of the trial of a representation peti­
tion in respect of an election or return, the Court shall-

(a) determine whether the person whose election or 
return is questioned, or any and what other person, 
was duly returned or'elected or whether the election 
was void; 

(b) forthwith certify in writing the determination-
(i) in the case of a petition relating to member­

ship of the House of Representatives, to the 
Speaker; 

(ii) in the case of a petition relating to member­
ship of a Municipal Council, to the Minister 
and to the Town Clerk of the Municipal 
Council concerned; 

(iii) in the case of a petition relating to member­
ship of a County Council, to the Minister and 
to the Chief Executive Officer of the County 
Council concerned; 

(e) where any charge is made in a petition relating to 
membership of the House of Representatives of any 
corrupt or illegal practice having been committed at 
the election, the Court may in addition to giving a 
certificate, and at the same time, make a special 
report to the Speaker as to matters arising in the 
course of the trial an account of which in the judg­
ment of the Court ought to be submitted to the 
House of Representatives, 

(3) The certified determination of a representation petition 
by the High Court shall, unless varied by the Court of Appeal, be 
final to all intents and purposes, 

(4) In this section "Minister" means the Minister respons­
ible for local government. 
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119. Notwithstanding that it has determined and certified that 
the person to whom the petition relates was validly appointed or 
elected, as the case may be, the Court may, if satisfied that since 
the date of the appointment or election circumstances have arisen 
by reason of which such person has vacated his seat, proceed 
under section 136( 1) as if the petition were a vacancy petition. 

120. (1) A petitioner shall not withdraw a representation peti­
tion questioning an election or return without the leave of the 
Court on special application made in the prescribed manner and 
within the prescribed time. 

(2) The application shall not be made until the prescribed 
notice of the intention to make it has been given. 

(3) Where there are more petitioners than one, the applica­
tion shall not be made except with the consent of all the petition­
ers. 

(4) If a petition is withdrawn the petitioners are liable to 
pay the costs of the respondent. 

121. (1) Before leave for the withdrawal of a petition is granted, 
there shall be produced affidavits by all the parties to the petition 
and their solicitors and, if the election was an election at which 
candidates are required to have election agents, by the election 
agents of all the parties who were candidates at the election, but 
the High Court may on cause shown dispense with the affidavit of 
any particular person if it seems to the Court on special grounds 
to be just to do so. 

(2) Each affidavit shall state that, to the best of the depo­
nent's knowledge and belief, no agreement or terms of any kind 
whatsoever has or have been made, and no undertaking has been 
entered into, in relation to the withdrawal <;if the petition, but if 
any lawful agreement has been made with respect to the with­
drawal of the petition, the affidavit shall set forth that agreement, 
and shall make the foregoing statement subject to what appears 
from the affidavit. 

(3) The affidavits of the applicant and his solicitor shall 
further state the ground on which the petition is sought to be 
withdrawn. 

(4) Copies of the affidavit shall be delivered to the Attor­
ney General a reasonable time before the application for the 
withdrawal is heard, and the Court may hear the Attorney Gen-

65 

Re~rcscnlalion 
petition treated 
M vacancy 
petition. 

Witbdr3wal of 
petition 
questioning an 
election or 
return. 

Evidence 
required for 
withdrawal of 
pelition. 

L.R.O. /11980 



66 

Punishment for 
rorrupl 
withdrawal. 

Substitution of 
new petitioner. 

LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Chap. 2:01 Representation of the People 

eral or other representative appointed by him in opposition to the 
allowance of the withdrawal of the petition, and shall have the 
power to receive the evidence on oath of any person or persons 
whose evidence the Attorney General or his representative may 
consider material. 

(5) Where more than one solicitor is concerned for the 
petitioner or respondent, whether as agent for another solicitor or 
otherwise, the affidavit shall be made by all such solicitors. 

122. If any person makes any agreement or terms or. enters into 
any undertaking in relation to the withdrawal of a representation 
petition, and the agreement, terms or undertaking is or are for the 
withdrawal of the petition in consideration of any payment, or in 
consideration that the seat shall at any time be vacated, or in 
consideration of the withdrawal of any other such representation 
petition, or is or are (whether lawful or unlawful) not stated in the 
above mentioned affidavits, he is liable on conviction on indict­
ment to a fine of three thousand dollars and to imprisonment for 
twelve months. 

123. (1) On the hearing of the application for leave to withdraw 
a petition any person who might have been a petitioner in respect 
of the petition may apply to the Court to be substituted as the 
petitioner, and the Court may, if the Court thinks fit, substitute 
him accordingly. 

(2) If the proposed withdrawal is ill the opinion of the 
Court the result of any agreement, terms or undertaking prohi­
bited by section 122 or induced by any corrupt bargain or consid­
eration the Court may by order direct that the security given on 
behalf of the original petitioner shall remain as security for any 
costs that may be incurred by the substituted petitioner, and that, 
to the extent of the sum named in the security, the original 
petitioner and his surety shall be liable to pay the costs of the 
substituted petitioner. 

(3) If the Court does not so direct, then the security to the 
same amount as would be required in the case of a new petition, 
and subject to the like condition, shall be given on behalf of the 
substituted petitioner before h~ proceeds with his petition and 
within the prescribed time after the order of substitution. 

(4) Subject to this section, a substituted petitioner shall, as 
nearly as may be, stand in the same position and be subject to the 
same liabilities as the 0riginal petitioner. 
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124. (1) In every case of the withdrawal of a representation 
petition the Court giving leave for the withdrawal shall make a 
report to the persons mentioned in section 118(2)(b). 

(2) The report shall state whether in the opinion of the 
Court the withdrawal of the petition was the result of any agree­
ment, terms or undertaking or was in consideration of any pay­
ment, or in consideration that the seat should be at any time 
vacated or in consideration of the withdrawal of any other such 
representation petition or for any other consideration and, if so, 
shall state the circumstances attending the withdrawal. 

125. (1) A representation petition shall be abated by the death 
of a sole petitioner or of the survivor of several petitioners. 

(2) A petition questioning the appointment of any person 
to the Senate shall be abated if the respondent dies: 

(3) The abatement of a petition shall not affect the liability 
of the petitioner or any other person to the payment of costs 
incurred in respect of any proceeding taken prior to the abate­
ment. 

(4) On the abatement of a petition under subsection (1), the 
prescribed notice thereof shall be given; and any person who 
might have been a petitioner in respect of the appointment or 
election, as the case may-be, may, within the prescribed time after 
the notice is given, apply to the High Court in the prescribed 
manner to be substituted as a petitioner; and the Court may, if 
the Court thinks fit, substitute him accordingly. 

(5) Security shall be given on behalf of a petitioner so sub­
stituted, as in the case of a new petition. 

Report on 
withdrawal. 

Abatement of 
pelition. 

126. (1) If before the trial of a representation petition question- :::'~:::i:,~~~d 
ing an election or return a respondent, other than a returning '''ro;ndc .• '' 
officer or an election clerk, gives the prescribed notice that he be 0", tnol. 

does not intend to oppose the petition or dies, the Registrar shall 
give notice thereof in the electoral district to which the petition 
relates; and any person who might have been a petitioner in 
respect of the election may, within the prescribed time after the 
notice is given, apply to the High Court to be admitted as a 
respondent to oppose the petition, and shall be admitted accord-
ingly; but the number of persons admitted as respondents under 
this section shall not exceed three. 

(2) A respondent who has given the prescribed notice that 
he does not intend to oppose the petition shall not be allowed to 

L.R.O. J//980 
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appear or act as a party against the petition in any proceedings 
thereon. 

127. (1) All costs of and incidental to the presentation of a rep­
resentation petition and the proceedings consequent thereon, 
except such as are by this Act otherwise provided for, shall be 
defrayed by the parties to the petition in such manner and in such 
proportion as the High Court may determine; and in particular 
any costs which in the opinion of the Court have been caused by 
vexatious conduct, unfounded allegations or unfounded objec­
tions on the part either of the petitioner or of the respondent, and 
any needless expense incurred or caused on the part of the 
petitioner or respondent, may be ordered to be defrayed by the 
parties by whom it has been incurred or caused whether or not 
they are on the whole successful. 

(2) If a petitioner neglects or refuses, for six months after 
demand, to pay to any person summoned as a witness on his 
behalf or to the respondent any sums certified to be due to him 
for his costs, and the neglect or refusal is, within one year after 
the demand, proved to the satisfaction of the High Court, every 
person who under section 109 entered into a recognisance relat­
ing to the petition shall be held to have made default in the 
recognisance, and the recognisance shall thereupon be enforced 
as if it were a recognisanee entered into before the High Court 
and declared by the High Court to have been forfeited. 

128. (1) Where upon the trial of a representation petition ques­
tioning an election or return it appears to the Court that any 
person is proved, whether by providing money or otherwise, to 
have been extensively engaged in corrupt practices, or to have 
encouraged or promoted extensive corrupt practices in reference 
to the election to which the petition relates, the Court may, after 
giving that person an opportunity of being heard by counselor 
solicitor and examining and cross-examining witnesses to show 
cause why the order should not be made, order the whole or part 
of the costs to be paid by that person, and, where such an order is 
made against more than one person, may order that if the costs 
cannot be recovered from one or more of those persons they shall 
be paid by some other of those persons or by either of the parties 
to the petition. 

(2) Where any person appears to the Court to have been 
guilty of a corrupt or illegal practice, the Court may, after giving 
that person an opportunity of making a statement to show why 
the order should not be made, order the whole or any part of the 
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costs of or incidental to any proceeding before the Court, 
in relation to the offence 01' to the person, to be paid by 
the person to such person or persons as the Court may direct. 
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129. Subject to this Part and of the Rules made there- JurUdlc:tl .... 

under, the principles, practice and rules on which com-
mil.tecs of the House of Commons of the Parliament of 
the United Kingdom used to act in dealing with election 
petitions shall be observed, so far as may be, by the High 
Court in the case of representation petitions questioning 
elections or returns. 

Disputed Vacancies 

130. (I) The follo.wing questions shall be referred to Method of 

and determined by the High Court in accordance with ~=:;~. 
t · 130 t 136 [37 of 1980]. sec IOns 0 : 

(a) where leave has been granted under section 52( 1) 
of the Constitution, any question whether any 
Senator or member of the House of Repre­
sentatives has vacated his seat under section 
43(2) or section 49(2) of the Constitution or 
is required under section 43(3) or section 49(3) 
of the Constitution to cease to exercise any 
of his functions as a Senator or as a member 
of the House of Representatives; 

(b) any question whether a member of a Municipal 
Council, a County Council or the Toba.go 
House of Assembly has va.cated his seat or 
his office therein. 

(2) Every such reference shall be by a petition 
(hereinafter referred to as a vacancy petition) presented 
to the Court-

(a) in the case of the Senate, by-
(i) authority of a resolution of the Senate; or 
(ii) any person who on the date of the 

presentation of the petition is entitled 
to vote as an elector at a Parliamentary 
election; 

(b) in the case of the House of Representatives, by­
(i) authority of a resolution of the House; or 
(ii) any person who on the date of the 

presentation of the petition would be 
entitled to vote at an election held for 
the electoral district for which the person 
to whom the petition relates was elected. 

L.R.O. 1/1990 
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(3) For the purposes of sections 130 to 136, in the 
case of 1\ petition presented under subsection (2)(a)(i) or 
under subsection (2)(b)(i) the nominal petitioner shall be 
the Clerk of the Senate or the Clerk 01 the House of 
Representatives, as the case may be. 

131. (1) A vacancy petition prescnted to the High Court 
shall be in the prcscribed form, state the prescribed matters 
and be signed by such persons as may be prescribed. 

(2) The petition shall be delivered to the Registrar 
and the Registrar shall send a copy of the petition to suoh 
persons as may be prescribed, and shall (lause it to he 
pu blishcd in the preseri bed manner. 

(3) The petition shall be served in such manner as 
may be prescribed. 

132. (1) Where a vacancy petition has been presented to 
the High Court otherwise than by authority of a resolution, 
the petitioner shall, at the time of delivering the petition 
to the Registrar or within threo days afterwards, give 
sceurity for all costs which may become payable by him 
to any witness summoned on his behalf or to any party 
to the petition. 

(2) The security shall bc-
(a) in the case of a petition relating to membership 

of the Senate or of the House of Representatives, 
an amount of four thousand dollars; and 

(b) in the case of a petition relating to membership 
of a Municipal Council, a County Councilor 
th" Tobago House of Assembly, an amount 
not exceeding two thousand dollars as the 
High Court, on summons, directs, 

and shall be given in the prescribed mariller by recognisance 
entered into by any number of sureties not exceeding 
four or by a deposit of money, or partly in one way and 
partly in the other. 
133. Within the prescribed time, not exceeding five days 

after delivery of a vacancy petition, the petitioner shall 
cause notice of the presentation of the petition, and of the 
nature of the proposed security and a copy of the petition 
to be served upon-

(a) the ~ember whose seat is the subject. matter 
of the petition; 

(b) the Attorney General; and 
(e) such other persons as may be prescribed. 
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134. (1) The parties to a vacancy petition shall be­
(a) the petitioner; 
(b) the member whose seat is the subject-matter of the 

petition; and 
(c) such other person as, in the opinion of the Court, is 

interested in the determination of the question refer­
red and whom the Court directs may be heard upon 
the hearing of the reference. 

(2) The Court shall hear the Attorney General or other 
representative appointed by him whether or not he is a party to 
the petition, and shall have the power to receive tlie evidence on 
oath of any person or persons whose evidence the Attorney 
General or his representative may consider material. 

135. Subject to such modifications and adaptations as may be 
necessary for the purpose, the following provisions shall, so far as 
they are applicable, have effect in relation to proceedings on a 
vacancy petition presented to the High Court: 

(a) section 111, except that in subsection (5) thereQf the 
reference to section 109 shall be deemed to be a 
reference to section 132; 

(b) section 112; 
(c) section 113(1) to (4); 
(d) sections 115, 116 and 117; 
(e) section 127, except that in subsection (2) thereof the 

reference to section 109 shall be deemed to be a 
reference to section 132. 

136. (1) At the conclusion of the hearing of a vacancy petition 
the High Court shall determine whether or not the member 
whose seat is the subject matter of the petition has vacated his 
seat, and shall forthwith certify in writing the determination as in 
subsection (1), or section 118(2)(b), as the case may be. 

(2) The certified determination of a vacancy petition by the 
High Court shall unless varied by the Court of Appeal be final to 
all intents and purposes. 

Speaker's Election and Vacation of Office 

137. (1) Where leave has been granted under section 52(2) of 
the Constitution any question whether any person-

Parties to 
v""""Y 
petition. 
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(a) has been validly elected as Speaker of the House of 
Representatives from among persons who are not 
Senators or members of the House of Representa­
tives, or having been so elected, has vacated the 
office of Speaker; or 

(b) who has been elected as Speaker of the House of 
Representatives from among members of that 
House has vacated the office of Speaker by virtue of 
section 50(5) of the Constitution, 

shall he referred to and determined by the High Court in accor­
dance with sections 137 to 141. 

(2) No such question shall be referred to the Court 
except-

(a) by the Clerk of the House of Representatives when 
so authorised by a resolution of the House; or 

(b) by a member of the House of Representatives. 

138. (I) A reference to the High Court questioning whether a 
person was duly qualified to be elected to be Speaker shall be 
delivered to the Registrar within twenty-one days of the election. 

(2) The reference shall be in the prescribed form, state the 
prescribed matters and be signed by such person as may be pre­
scribed. 

(3) The Registrar shall send a copy of the reference to the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, who shall cause it to be 
laid on the table of the House of Representatives. 

139. (1) When a question has been referred to the High Court 
under section·13g by a member of the House of Representatives, 
the member so referring the question shall, at the time of deliver­
ing the reference to the Registrar or within three days afterwards, 
give security for all costs which may become payable by him to 
any witness summoned on his behalf or to any party to the refer­
ence. 

(2) Security shall be an amount of two thousand dollars and 
shall be given in the prescribed manner by recognisance entered 
into by any number of sureties approved by the Court not exceed­
ing four or by a deposit of money, or partly in one way and partly 
in the other. 

140. The parties to a reference to the High Court shall be­
(a) the Clerk of the House of Representatives or the 
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member referring the question, as the case 
maybe; 

(b) the person whose election or tenure of offioe as 
Speaker is questioned; 

(c) such other persons ns the Court may direct. 

141. (1) At thc conclusion of the hearing of a reference, the ~i':.~::::!":" 

High Court shall determine whether the person had been 
validly elected as Speaker or whether he had vacated the 
office of Speaker, as the case may be; and shall forthwith 
certify in writing the determination to the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives, who shall cause it to be laid on 
the table of the House. 

(2) The cer~ified determination of a reference under 
this section by the High Court shall, unless varied by 
Court of Appeal, be final to all intents and purposes. 

M iscellane'1'U8 

142. (1) Any summons, notice or document required to be Semu "" of no eel'. 

served on any person with reference to any proceeding under 
this Part for the purpose of oausing him to appear beforo 
the High COIJl t may be served by delivering it to that person 
or by sending it by post by a registered letter to his last known 
place of abode in Trinidad and Tobago or in such other 
manner as the Court may direct. 

(2) In proving service by post under this section it 
shall be sufficient to prove that the letter was pre.paid, 
properly addressod and registered with the post office. 

143. Subjeot to this Part, the Rules of the Supreme Court Costs. 

with respect to costs to be allowed in actions, causes and 

LAO. 111990 
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matters in the Supreme Court shall in principle and so far 
as practicable apply to costs of petitions and other proceed. 
ings under this Part. 

144. The Rules Committee established by the Supreme 
Court of Judicature Act may make Rules of Court prescrib. 
ing any matter of procedure that is necessary or expedient 
for the purposes of any of the provisions of this Act. 

145. The High Court shall, subject to this Part, have thc 
same powers, jurisdiction and authority with respcct to any 
proceedings brought under or by virtue of this Part as if the 
proceedings were an ordinary action within its jurisdiction. 

146. (1) Where on a representation petition questioning an 
election or return it is shown that corrupt or illegal practices 
or illegal payments or hirings committed in reference to an 
election for the purpose of promoting or procuring the 
election of any person thereat have so extensively prevailed 
that they may be reasonably supposcd to havo affected the 
result of the election. his election if hc has been elected shall 
be void and he shall be incapable of being elected to fill the 
vacancy or any of the vacancies for which the election was 
held. 

(2) An election shall not be liable to be avoided 
otherwise than under this section by reason of general 
corruption, bribery, treating or intimidation. 

147. If at an election a candidate or his elec~ion agent 
personaIly engages as a canvasser or agent for the conduct or 
management of the election any person whom he knows 
or has reasonable grounds for supposing to be subject to an 
incapacity to vote at an election by reason of his having 
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been convicted of any corrupt or illegal practice within the 
meaning of this Act, the candidate shall be incapable of 
being elected to fill the vacancy or any of the vacancies for 
which the election is held. 
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148. (I) Subject to section 149, if a candidate who has =::,~f 
been elected or his election agent is guilty of any corrupt or ::..~~ ... 
'II I t' h' I t' , 'd ::l~I'l'U'" or 1 ega prac ICe IS e ec IOn 18 VOl , ;;;..~, 

(2) Subject to section 150, but in addition to any 
punishment as provided by section 69, 71, 100 or lOl-

(a) a person convicted of a corrupt practice is 
\ 

incapable during a period of seven years from 
the date of his conviction-

(i) of being registered as an elector or voting 
at any election; and 

(ii) of being elected a member of the House of 
Representatives or a Municipal Council 
or a County Councilor the Tobago House 
of Assembly, or if elected before the 
conviction, of retaining his seat as such 
member; 

(b) a per&on convicted of an illegal practice is 
incapable during a period of five years from the 
date of his conviction-

(i) of being registered as an elector or voting 
at any election; and 

(ii) of being elected a member of the House of 
Representatives or a Municipal Council 
or a County Council or the Tobago House 

[:r7 '" 19801, 
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of Assembly, or if elected before the 
conviction, of retaining his seat as B uch 
member. 

(3) In the event of any appeal against a conviction 
under section 69, 71, 100 or 101 the incapacities referred to 
in BubBection (2) Bhall continue until the appeal is determined 
and thereafter, unlesB the conviction is quashed, shall remain 
in force with effect from the date of the determination of the 
appeal, except the Court hearing the appeal shall direct 
that the period 01 the incapacity Bhall run from the date of 
the conviction. 

149. (1) An application for relief under this section may be 
made to the High Court. 

(2) If it is shown to the Court by such evidence aB to 
the Court Beems Bufficient-

(a) that a corrupt or illegal practice committed at 
an election by the agent of a candidate waB 
committed contrary to the order of the candidate 
or without hiB Banction or connivance; 

(b) t.hat the candidate took all reaBonable meanB 
of preventing the commiBBion of corrupt and 
illegal practices at the election; and 

(c) that Buch notice ofthe application iB given in the 
electoral district aB to the Court seemB fit; 

and in the circumBtances it Beems to the Court to be just 
that the candidate Bhould not be subject to any of the 
consequenceB under this Act df the act constituting the 
corrupt or illegal practice, the Court may make an order 
allowing the act to be an exception from the proviBions of 
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this Act making it a corrupt or illegal practice on the part of 
the candidate, and thereupon he shall not be subject to any 
of the consequences under this Act of the act. 

(3) If it is shown to the Court by such evidence as to 
the Court seems sufficient---

(a) that any act of any person would apart from this 
section by reason of being in contravention of 
this Act be an illegal practice, payment or 
hiring; 

(b) that the act arose from inadvertence, or from 
accidental miscalculation or from some other 
reasonable cause of a like nature, and in any 
case did not arise from any want of good faith; 
and 

(c) that such notice of the application is given in the 
electoral district as to the Court Sooms fit, 

and under the circumstances it seems to the Court to be just 
that either that or any other person should not be subject 
to any of the consequences under this Act of the act, the 
Court may make ,',Jl order allowing the act to be an exception 
from the provisions of this Act making it an illegal practice, 
payment or hiring, and thereupon no person shall be subject 
to any of the consequences under tltis Act of the act. 

(4) Notwithstanding this section, the Court deter­
mining a representation petition may declare an election 
void where it is shown that the commission of a corrupt or 
illegal practice may be reasonably supposed to have affected 
the rcsult of the election. 

(5) A decision of the High Court under this section or 
under section 150 shall, unless varied by the Court of Appeal, 
be fmal to all intents and purposes. 

76/1 

L.R.O. 1/1990 



LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

76/2 Chap. 2:01 Representation of the People 

:.=.:r 150. Where any person is subject to any incapacity by 
virtue of a conviction, and any witness who gave evidence 
against that person upon the proceeding for the conviction 
is convicted of perjury in respect of that evidence, the 
incapacitated person may-

(a) if no appeal is made, upon or after the expiration 
of the ordinary period allowed for making an 
appeal against the conviction of perjury; 

(b) if an appeal is made and the conviction is 
affirmed, upon or after the date on whioh that 
appeal is disposed of; or 

(c) if an appeal is made and is abandoned or fails by 
reason of non·prosecution thereof, upon or after 
the date on which that appeal is abandoned or 
so fails, 

apply to the High Court, and the Court, if satisfied that the 
conviction so far as respects that person was based upon 
perjury, may order that the incapacity shall thenceforth 
oease. 

Court to 151. (1) Whe"e any candidate or other person is convicted 
report: to Chief =::;:- of a corrupt or illegal practice, or where any incapacity 
r.: == imposed by virtue of a conviction for a corrupt or illegal 
::':nE?'pt practice is remitted by a Court in exercise of the powers 

conferred on the Court by section 150 then, upon the 
expiration of the ordinary period allowed for making an 
appeal or, if an appeal is made, upon the date on which that 
appeal is finally disposed of or abandoned or fails by reason 
of non-prosecution, the Court in which the trial or appeal is 
conducted shall fumish the Chief Election Officer with a 
statement setting forth-
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(a) the decision of the Court in which the trial or appeal 
was conducted or, as the case may be, of the order 
of the Court made under section 150; 

(b) the name, address and description of the candidate 
or other person so convicted or acquitted or, as the 
case may he, in respect of whom such power was 
exercised; and 

(e) the offence for which such candidate or other person 
has been convicted or acquitted or, as the case may 
be, the terms of the order made by the Court. 

(2) Immediately upon receiving the statement furnished to 
him pursuant to subsection (I), the Chief Election Officer shall 
transmit a copy of the statement to each registration officer. 

152. (I) A proceeding against a person in respect of an offence 
to which this section applies may be commenced at any time 
within one year of the day the offence was committed. 

(2) For the purposes of this section, the issue of a summons, 
warrant or other process shall be deemed to be the commence­
ment of a proceeding, where the service or execution of the same 
on or against the alleged offender is prevented by the absconding 
or concealing or act of the alleged offender; but save as above 
mentioned service or execution of the same on or against the 
alleged offender, and not the issue thereof, shall be deemed to be 
the commencement of the proceeding. 

(3) This section applies to any corrupt or illegal practice, 
any illegal payment or hiring and any offence under section 76. 

153. Where any corrupt or illegal practice or any illegal pay­
ment or hiring or any offence under section 76 is committed by 
any association or body of persons, corporate or incorporate, 
those members of the association or body who have taken part in 
the commission of that offence are liable to any fine or punish­
ment imposed for that offence by this Act. 

154. On any prosecution for a corrupt or illegal practice or for 
any illegal payment or hiring the certificate of the returning 
officer at an election that the election mentioned in the certificate 
was duly held and that the person named in the certificate was a 
candidate at the election shall be sufficient evidence of the facts 
stated therein. 

R;P.A. 11 
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155. Appeals shall lie to the Court of Appeal from any decision 
or determination of the High Court in respect of any proceedings 
under sections 49, 56 and 74 or under this Part and a decision of 
the Court of Appeal shall be final for all purposes whatsoever. 

PART VII 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

156. Every person who is required to take an oath in pursuance 
of this Act may elect to make a solemn affirmation instead of 
taking that oath. 

157. (1) Save as is provided in section 3(3) every election officer 
shall, before entering upon his duties under this Act take an oath 
in the form set out as Form No.6 in the Prescribed Forms Rules 
before any person authorised by law to administer oaths or 
affirmations or before the Chief Election Officer, an Assistant 
Chief Election Officer or any registration supervisor, registration 
officer, assistant registration officer, returning officer, election 
iclerk, presiding officer, deputy presiding officer or poll clerk. 

i (2) The Chief Election Officer, an Assistant Chief Election 
jOfficer or any registration supervisor, registration officer, assis­
~ant registration officer, returning officer, election clerk, presiding 
;officer, deputy presiding officer or poll clerk are hereby author­
/sed and empowered to administer any oath or affirmation and to 
take any declaration required by this Act to be made or taken by 
~n election officer or any other person. 

158. Where the Chief Election Officer or a returning officer is 
required or authorized by this Act to give any public notice, he 
shall, in the absence of any provision to the contrary, do so by 
advertisements in a daily newspaper, placards, hand-bills, radio 
broadcast or such other means as he thinks best calculated to 
afford information to the members of the public concerned. 

159. (1) In reckoning time for the purpose of this Act or of the 
Rules made thereunder Saturdays and Sundays shall be included; 
but Christmas Day, Good Friday and any other public holiday 
shall be excl uded. 

(2) Where anything required by or under this Act to be 
done falls to be done on a Saturday or Sunday or on any excluded 
day, that thing may be done on the next day not being a Saturday, 
a Sunday or one 01 the excluded days. 
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160. All expenses properly incurred by and all remunera· 
tion and travelling and subsistence allowances payable to 
election officers and to other persons appointed to perform 
funotions under this Act arc hereby appropriated out of the 
Conso !ida ted Fund 0 f Trin idad and Tobago and shall be 
paid therefrom on the warrant of the Minister of Finance. 

161. (1) The President may make Rules providing for 
such matters as may be necessary or expedient for carrying 
the purposcH of this Act, into effect and, in particular without 
limiting the generality of the foregoing, may make Rules, 
adding to, rescinding, varying or amending any such Rules. 

(2) Rules made under this section may provide that a 
person who commits any breach of such l~ulcs shall be guilty 
of an offence and upon summary cOJiviction for such offence 
is liable to a fine of one (,houBand five hundred dollars and 
to imprisonment for six months. 
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(3) The Registration Rules, the Election Rules and 
the Prescribed Forms Rules (formerly contained in the Sub. Le •• 

Second, Third and Fifth Schedules respectively to this Act) 
shall be deemed to be made under subsection (1) and may 
be amended or revoked under that subsection. 

(4) For the purposes of this Act a reference in the \ *" M,..o "-'-'-
Prescribed Forms Rules to a "County Council" shall be ~ ''\~ b . 
cOllstrued as referring also to tho Tobago HouHe of Assembly. 

162. The unit registers and the central register established un',t .... Iste'" 
rea: ster. 

under the repealed Representation of the People Ordinance 33'" ,"in ..... 
1961 shall be deemed to be the unit registers and the central 0 961. 

register established under section 18. 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

REGISTRATION AREAS 

City of Port-of-Spain. 
The Borough of San Ferna.ndo. 
The Borough of Arima.. 
The Borough of Point }J'ortin. 

[8 of 1960]. 

L.R.O. 111990 
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The Wards of Arima (exclusive of the Borough of Arima), 
Blanchisseuse, and San Rafael. 

The Ward of Diego Martin in the County of St. George. 
The Ward of Tacarigua in the County of St. George. 
The Ward of St. Ann's in the County of St. George. 
Counties of St. Andrcw and St. David. 
County of Caroni. 
The Wards of Pointe·a.Pierre, Savana Grande and Ortoire 

in the County of Victoria (exclusive of the Borough 
of San Fernando). 

The Wards of Naparima and Moruga in the County of 
Victoria (cxclusive of the Borough of San Fernando). 

The Wards of Siparia. and Erin in the County of St. Patrick. 
The Wards of La Brea and Cedros in the County of 

St. Patrick. 
Counties of Nariva and Mayaro. 
Tobago, which comprises t,he islands of Tobago, Little 

Tobago, Goat Island, St. Giles or Melville and other 
small islands and rocks as lie in close proximity to 
the island of Tobago. 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

DISQUALIFYING OFFICES AND 
APPOINTl\1ENTS 

Any office the appointmcnt of which is made or deomed to 
have been made under Chapter 6,7,8, D, 10 or 11 of the 
Constitution. 

Mem ber of the Trinidad and Tobago Defence Force. 
Chairman of the Cocoa (Rehabilitation) Board. 
Chairman of the Cocoa and Coffee Industry Board. 
Chairman of the Board of Film Censors. 
Chairman of the Water and Sewerage Authority. 
Chairman of the Trinidad and Tobago Electricity Com-

mission. 
Chairman of the Industrial Development Corporation. 
Chairman of the National Housing Authority. 
Chairman of the Port Authority. 
Chairman of the Public Transport Service Corporation. 
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Chariman of the Sugar Industry Labour Welfare Fund 
Committee. 

Member of an Agricultural Rent Board. 
Member of a Rent Assessment Board. 
Member of a Liquor Licensing Committee. 
l\Tember of the Statutory Authorities' Service Commission. 
Member of the Public Utilities Commission. 

THIRD SCHEDULE 

ELECTORAL VEHICLES 

I. There "1",11 be one electoral vehicle for every 400 
electors in the following Parliamentary electoral districts: 

(a) Arima; 
(b) Caroni East; 
(e) Fyzabad; 
(d) Naparima; 
(e) Nariva; 
(J) Ortoire·Mayaro; 
((1) Point Fortin; 
(h) Siparia; 
(i) Tobago East; 
(j) Tobago West; 
(k) Toco· Manzanilla; 
(I) La BrOIl. 

2. There shall be one electoral vehicle for every 500 
electors in the Parliamentary electoral districts not specified 
in paragraph l. 

3. (I) Thcre shall be one electoral vehicle for every 400 
electors in an elcctoral district in the­

(a) County of St. George; 
(b) County of Caroni; 
(e) County of Victoria; 
(d) County of St. Patrick. 

(2) There shall be one electoral vehicle for every 300 
electors in an electoral district in the-

(a) Counties of St. David·St. Andrew; 
(6) Counties ofNariva-Mayaro; 
(e) Tobago. 
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SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION 

REGISTRATION RULES 

ARRANGEMENT OF RULES 

RULE 

J. Citation. 
2. Interpretation. 

PART I 
PERMANENT PERSONAL REGISTRATION 

3. Registration area to be divided into polling divisions. 
4. Maps to be prepared. 
5. Registration offices. 
6. Supply of registration record cardH, etc. 
7. H.egistration record inventory forms. 
8. Manner of registration. 
9. House to house registration. 

10. Allowance and disallowance of registrations. 
II. Registration record card"3 and minors' registration cards. 
12. Information to be given by persons to be registered. 
13. Cards to be read over and signed. 
14. Identification card. 
15. Person unable to read or write. 
16. List of questions. 
17. Spoilt or disallowed registration record cards. 
18. Certificate as to registration. 
19. Correction of minor errors and omissions. 
20. Correction of errors in names and dates of birth. 
21. Dooument8 to be safely kept. 
22. Delivery of documents by assistant registration officer to registra.. 

tion officer. 
23. Photograph and com pletion of registration. 
24. Exemption from taking of photograph. 
25. Delivery of documents by registration officer to Chief Election 

Officer. 
26. Completion of regi~tration record card and identification card 

by Chi.fElcction Officer. 
27. Filing of registration record card.::! in unit registers. 
28. Arrangement of unit registers. 
29. Filing of cards in central register. 
30. Arrangement of central register. 
31. Delivery ofidentification cards. 
31A. Temporary id"ntification Card form. 
32. Objection to registration. 
33. Application to registration officer for registration. 
34. Review of registration by registration officer. 
35. Enquiry by registration officer. 
36. Check card. 
37. Report of findings. 
38. Action in case of discrepancies. 
39. Report of result of enquiry. 
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40. Custorly of check carm.. 
41. Cancellation of registration. 
42. Dispmm.I of disused registration record cards and identification 

cards. 
4:t Change of place of residence in rogistration aeoa or polling diviaion. 
44. Change of place of residence from one registration area to another. 
41i. Chango of name. 
46. Receipts for documents. 
47. Replacement of lost, mutilated, ina.ccurate, etc., identification 

cards. 
48. Partial or total loss of registration record cards. 
49. Substitution of identification cards. 

PART II 

ANNUAL I~IST OF ELECTORS 

50. Annual list. 

PART III 
ELECTORAL REOISTRATION 

51. Electoral registration. 
52. Office of temporary assistant registration officer. 
5:t Duties of temporary assistant registration officers. 
!)4. A ppiication of Part l. 
55. Attendance of scrutineer at registration. 
56. Preliminary list. 
57. Spoilt photographs. 
58. Copy of notice of electoral registration to be posted in polling 

division. 
59. Application for registration by person not on preliminary list. 
60. Application by elector omitted from preliminary list. 
01. Change of place of residenco and of name. 
H2. Preparation of revised list. 
0:1. Objection to registration. 
04. Changes in revised lists. 
64A. Supplemental List. 
05. Division of unit register. 

PART IV 
GENERAL 

66. MalUler of dbtennirung residence. 
67. Forms to be supplied free of cost. 
68. Supply of copies of notices and lists of electors. 
69. Mode of sending documents to registration officer. 
70. Declarations as to age and nationality. 
71. Interpreter. 
72 .. Enquiries by Commission as to address of registered porson. 
73. Checks by Commission. 
74. Delivery of unit register to Commission. 
75. Dolivery of documents to police. 
76. Remuneration and allowances, 
77. Offences and penalties. 
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REGISTRATION RULES 

deemed to be made under section 161 

1. These Rules may be eited as the Registration Rules. 

2. In these Rules-
"certificate as to registration" means a certificatc as to 

registration referred to in rule 18; 
"chcck card" mcans a check card referred to in rule 36; 
"Forces special clcctor" means a mcmber of the Trinidad 

and Tobago Dcfcnce Forcc who is entitled under the 
Election Hules to vote as a special elector; 

"inventory form" means a registration record inventory 
form referred to in rule 7; 

"list of cancellat.ions" means a list; of cancellations of 
registrations referred to in rule 6( 1)( e); 

"list of questions" means a list of questions referred to 
in rule 16: 

"minor's registration card" means a minor's registration 
card referred to in rule 11(5); 

"office hours" mcans the hours during which an office is 
open to public business; 

"police special elector" means a mcmber of the Police 
Service established under the Police Scrvicc Act, 
a member of the Special Reserve Police e~tablished 
under the Special Reserve Police Act and a member 
of the police force of any Municipality or Borough 
who is entitled under the Election Rules to vote as 
a special elector; 

"preliminary list" means the annual list published on 
1st July in every year or any other list declared by 
the President to be a preliminary list undcr section 29 
of the Act and referred to in ru Ie 56; 

"registered person" means a person who is registercd 
under these Rules; 

"registration list" means a registration list referred to in 
rule 6(1 )(d); 

"registration number" means the number printed on a 
registration record card or on an identification eard 
as provided in rule 11(3) and rule 26(I)(b) respectively; 

-Those Rules havo boon amonded by the following: C.N.s 83/1968. 47/1969, 67/1971 
160/1972, 72/1974, 26/1976; and 20 of 1976, 28 of 1976 and O.N. 128/1976; and, 
L.N .• 46/1980, 25/1981 and 144/1981. 
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.. registration office" means the office of a registration officer, an 
assistant registration officer or a temporary assistant registra­
tion officer; 

.. revised list" means a revised list of electors referred to in rule 
62. 

PART I 

PERMANENT PERSONAL REGISTRATION 

3. (I) The Commission may divide every registration area 
into such registration units (in these Rules referred to as "polling 
divisions") as it may approve. 

(2) In determining the boundaries of polling divisions, the 
Commission shall have regard to geographical considerations and 
any other facts which may affect facility of communication be­
tween the various places within the polling divisions. 

(3) The Commission may from time to time increase or 
decrease the number of polling divisions within a registration area 
and vary the boundaries of any such polling division. 

(4) Where it makes any change in the number or bound­
aries of polling divisions within a registration area, the Commis­
sion may direct the registration officer of the area-

(a) to make the appropriate adaptation to the unit regis­
ters; and 

(b) to notify such electors as may be affected by the 
change. 

(5) Polling divisions shall be numbered by the Commission 
according to a numerical series for Trinidad and Tobago or in 
such other manner as may be approved by them. 

4. (I) The Commission shall cause maps of every registration 
area and of every electoral district to be prepared showing clearly 
the boundaries of every polling division therein and any other 
features which it may consider necessary . 

. (2) Every map prepared under subrule (1) shall be open to 
inspection by the public at the office of the Commission. 

(3) Every map of a registration area prepared under sub­
rule (I) shall be open to inspection by the public at the office of 
the registration officer of the said area. 

-
R.P.A.12 
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(4) Every map of an electoral district prepared under sub· 
rule (1) shall be open to inspection by the public at the office of 
the returning officer of the district between the date of the publi­
cation of an election notice for an election in the district and 
polling day for the election. 

5. (1) Registration Officers and Assistant Registration 
Officers shall use as their offices for the purpose of these Rules 
such places as the Chief Election Officer may approve. 

(2) Subject to subrule (3), the office of the Registration 
Officer and the Assistant Registration Officer in any registration 
area shall be open for public business every day, except Saturday, 
Sunday and any public holiday, between the hours of 8.00 o'clock 
in the forenoon and 4.12 o'clock in the afternoon, or during such 
other times as may be approved by the Commission. 

(3) Where the office of the Assistant Registration Officer is 
situated at some place other than that of the Registration Officer, 
such office shall be open for public business on such days and 
during such tiTes as may be approved by the Commission. 

(4) The Commission shall publish in the Gazette and in a 
daily newspaper the addresses of the offices of the Registration 
Officers and of the Assistant Registration Officers and the times 
when such offices are open for public business. 

6. (1) There shall be supplied by the Chief Election Officer to 
every Registration Officer and by the latter to every Assistant 
Registration Officer in his registration area-

(a) unused registration record cards in loose-leaf bin­
ders; 

(b) unused minor's registration cards; 
--7 (c) unused identification cards; 

(d) from time to time a registration list for each polling 
division to which the Assistant Registration Officer 
is assigned, containing the names and addresses of 
persons registered in the unit register of such polling 
division; 

(e) from time to time a list of cancellations of registra­
tions containing the names and addresses of persons 
in Trinidad and Tobago whose registrations have 
been cancelled; 

(f) such other documents as may be necessary for the 
performance of his duties. 
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(2) Save as is provided in rule 75, no person may, except 
with the permission of the appropriate Registration Officer, 
remove a registration record card from a binder. 
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7. A Registration Officer shall include in every loose leaf bin- ~~ratio. 
der supplied under rule 6 a number of registration record inven- .. ve.tory 

tory forms, in the form set out as Form No.7 in the Prescribed ~~':'t. •. 
Forms Rules, sufficient for entries to be made thereon in respect ~ Lu,.J-.. ,Jgt.. 
of every registration record card in the binder; and every Assis- .0' """-
tant Registration Officer shall keep an inventory on such form of ").4- \ ~ 1 "\8 (, . 
every registration record card used by him. 

8. (J) The registration of persons qualified to be registered 
shall be effected in the manner set out in these Rules. 

(2) Subject to subrules (3) and (4), a person wishing to be 
registered shall make application to the Registration Officer of 
the polling division in which he is resident. 

(3) Where a person wishing to be registered is physically 
incapacitated, he shall notify the Registration Officer of the pol­
ling division in which he is resident of such infirmity or incapacity 
and such Registration Officer shall go to the address at which 
such person is resident and shall effect the registration of such 
persons in accordance with these Rules. 

(4) Where a person wishing to be registered for the pur­
poses of a Municipal Council election is qualified as a Municipal 
Council elector under the provisions of section J3(J)(e) of the 
Act, he shall make application to the Registration Officer of the 
polling division in which the qualifying property is situated. 

9. (1) Notwithstanding anything contained in these Rules, 
Assistant Registration Officers, when required in pursuance of 
section 4(3)(a) of the Act, shall-

(a) visit every house in the polling division assigned to 
them and receive applications for registration; and 

(b) if satisfied that an applicant for registration is 
qualified to be registered, effect the registration of 
the applicant. 

(2) Subject to subrule (3), the provisions of this Part which 
relate to application for registration made in pursuance of rule 
8(2) shall apply mutatis mutandis to application for registration 
under this Rule. 

(3) For the purpose of completing registrations for which 
applications are received under subrule (I), an official photo-

Manner of 
registration. 
(8311968(. 

House to house 
registration. 

/ 
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grapher shall accompany Assistant Registration Officers, and 
shall, subject to rule 24 and after the provisions of rule 23(1) 
have been complied with. take the photograph of every such 
applicant. 

10. (1) If the Assistant Registration Officer is satisfied that 
such person is qualified to be registered. and. after examination of 
the registration list and the list of cancellations, that he is entitled 
to be registered as an elector. he shall cause a registration record 
card. an identification card and a certificate as to registration to 
be prepared for the person in accordance with these Rules. 

(2) If the Assistant Registration Officer is not satisfied as in 
subrule (!). he shall issue to the person a notice of disallowance. 

Sub. leg. in the form set out as Form No.8 in the Prescribed Forms Rules. 
and send a copy of the notice to the Registration Officer of the 
registration area in which the person resides. 

~~'= ~ 11: (1) The registration record card for an eIector shall b.e in 
.nd min~'" duplIcate In the form set out as Form No. 9 In the Prescnbed 
rcgtstratlon F R I 
cards. orms u es. 
Sub. Leg. 

(2) Except as provided in subrules (3) and (4), the registra-
~ ~~ ~ tion record card for a non-elector who is fifteen years of age or 
1'>0. "'" \ "\; \ '1.8(,. over shall be in duplicate in the same form as that referred to in 

~8:V1""8 subrule (I); but the original of the former card shall be of a 
o or 1976~ different colour from the original of the latter. 

(3) For the purposes of a Municipal Council election. the 
original of the registration record card issued to any person who 
would but for the provisions of section 13(I)(c), (d) or (e) of the 
Act continue to be a non-elector shall be the same in colour and 

----'t shall be numbered in the same series as that issued to a non­
elector. 

(4) For the purposes of a Municipal Council election and of 
complying with the provisions of rule 27(1) and of rule 36 of the 

Sub. leg. Election Rules, the Chief Election Officer shall cause to be pre­
pared in respect of any person qualified as an elector under the 
provisions of section 13(I)(e) of the Act. a photostatic copy of the 
original of the registration record card issued to such person 
registered under section 16 of the Act. of a colour to be deter­
mined by the Commission. The Chief Election Officer shall make 
and sign a certificate on each photostatic copy certifying such 
copy to be a true and correct reproduction of the original of the 
registration record card. 

(5) There shall be printed on every registration record card 
referred to in subrules (!) and (2) a registration serial number 
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which shall be different for each card; but the cards referred to in \ ~ ~.J- N~ 
subrule (I) shall be numbered in a different series from those 01-'-\ \ ,,~\ \,,\11 6 . 
referred to in subrule (2). 

in the Prescribed Forms Rules, shall be completed by the Assis- Sub. Let ._ .. IL .' 
(6) A registration card, in the form set out as Form No. 1~ 

tant Registration Officer in respect of, and issued to, every person S= ~ J0~ 
registered under these Rules who is under eighteen years of age. d ,,'\ ~ "--'+, 

"1- I'\~c.,~ 

12. An Assistant Registration Officer may require any person Inro~al;on 10 

who wishes to be registered to give him such information, as lies ~~nl~be 
within the power of the person to give, for inclusion in the regist- 'og;.l"' .... 
ration record card of that person, and the Assistant Registration s:..o.. ~ N~ 
Officer shall record the information in ink on the original of the ~d-'+ I ..{ \ '\ g 6 
registration record card and, by means of carbon paper, on the 
duplicate of the registration record card. 

13. After the necessary particulars have been entered in a Cadcls 10 be d 

registration record card, the Assistant Registration Officer shall :;..~' an 

sign it in duplicate, and, subject to rule 15, require the person 
being registered to read the registration record card and to sign it 
in duplicate if he is satisfied that the contents thereof are correct. 

14. (1) Before signing the registration record card of a person ldentifical;on 

who is fifteen years of age or over the Assistant Registration cud. 

Officer shall, if an identification card has previously been issued 
to the person, require him to surrender the same; and, on his . 
surrendering the same or giving a satisfactory excuse for his fail- ~ ~ /.C.cC-c... 
ure to do so, or if an identification card has not previously been ~ \ ""\- 1,\&6 
issued to the person, the Assistant Registration Officer shall enter . 
the required particulars on an identification card for that person. 

(2) An identification card shall be in the form set out as 
Form No. 11 in the Prescribed Forms Rules and the print thereon Sub. 1." •. 

of a card issued to an elector shall be in a different colour from 
that issued to a person who is not an elector. 

(3) After having completed action as in subrule (1), the 
Assistant Registration Officer shall sign the identification card 
and, subject to rule 15, require the person being registered to 
read it and to sign it if he is satisfied that the contents are correct. 

15. (I) Where a person who is being registered is unable to P"non un.bl, 

read, the Assistant Registration Officer shall, subject to subrule 10 "'"" 0' wnl<. . 

(2), read over to him the contents of his registration record card \ ~ ~oJ,. I~ 
and of his identification card. ~\ "\- 1"8~. 

L.R.O. 1II980 
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(2) Before reading over the contents of a registration 
record card and of an identification card as in subrule (1), the 
Assistant Registration Officer shall inform the person who is 
being registered that the contents will, should he so desire, be 
read over to him in the presence of a witness of his own choice. 

(3) Should the person referred to in subrule (2) inform the 
Assistant Registration Officer that he wishes the contents to be 
read over to him in the presence of a witness of his own choice, 
the Assistant Registration Officer shall read over the contents to 
the person in the presence of the witness as is there and then 
produced; but where no such witness is there and then available, 
the person may fix with the Assistant Registration Officer a time 
not later than three days thereafter for the production of his 
witness and, at the time so fixed, the Assistant Registration 
Officer shall read over the contents to the person in the presence 
of the witness, if any, as may then be produced. 

(4) Where a person who is being registered is unable to sign 
his name because of illiteracy or physical disability he shall, sub­
ject to subrule (5), make an impression in ink on the original and 
the duplicate of his registration record card and on his 
identification card as follows: 

(a) with his right thumb; 
(b) with his left thumb, should he not have a right 

thumb; or 
(c) with any other finger, should he not have any thumb. 

(5) If a person referred to in subrule (4) has no finger on 
either hand, the registration record card and the identification 
card of the person shall be signed for and on behalf of the person 
by a friend of his choice in the presence of the Assistant Registra­
tion Officer. 

(6) When an impression is made under subrule (4) with a 
finger other than the right thumb, the Assistant Registration 
Officer shall make a note of the finger with which it is made upon 
the original and the duplicate of the registration record card of 
the person who made the impression. 

16. (1) A person being registered as an elector who does not 
affix his signature to his registration record card may be required 
by the Assistant Registration Officer to answer any five of the 
twenty questions listed in the form set out as Form No. 12 in the 
Prescribed Forms Rules. 

(2) Before requiring a person to answer questions as in 
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subru[e (1), the Assistant Registration Officer shall inform such 
person that the questions wi([, should he so desire, be asked in the 
presence of a witness of his own choice. 

(3) Should the person referred to in subrule (1) inform the 
Assistant Registration Officer that he wishes the questions to be 
asked in the presence of a witness of his own choice, the Assistant 
Registration Officer shall ask the questions in the presence of the 
witness as is there and then produced; but where no such witness 
is there and then available, such person may fix with the Assistant 
Registration Officer a time not later than three days thereafter for 
the production of his witness and, at the time so fixed, the Assis­
tant Registration Officer shall ask the questions of the person in 
the presence of the witness, if any, as may then be produced. 

(4) In the presence of the person being registered and, 
where there is a witness, in the presence also of the witness, the 
Assistant Registration Officer shall record on the list of questions 
the answer to every question asked by him. 

(5) The Assistant Registration Officer and, where there is a 
witness, such witness as well shall affix their signatures below the 
answers referred to in subrule (4). 

(6) After the answers have been recorded and signed, the 
list of questions shall be numbered by the Assistant Registration 
Officer in sequence in respect of each polling division, and such 
number shall be placed on the original and on the duplicate of the 
appropriate registration record card in the place provided for the 
registrant's signature. 

(7) After the list of questions has been numbered as in 
subrule (6), it shall be kept confidentially in a separate file by the 
Assistant Registration Officer who shall not permit any person 
other than the Chief Election Officer and the Registration Officer 
of his registration area to have access to that file. 

17. (1) An Assistant Registration Officer, upon being satisfied 
that a registration record card cannot conveniently be used or 
that he is unable to complete such card, shall cancel it by writing 
the word "spoiled" upon the registration record card. 

(2) A registration record card that has not been completed 
because of the disallowance of a registration shall be cancelled by 
the Assistant Registration Officer by marking upon it the word 
.. disallowed" . 

(3) When a registration record card has been cancelled 
under subrule (1) or (2), the Assistant Registration Officer shall 

91 
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record the cancellation upon the inventory form in respect of the 
registration record card. 

C'~ifi""'" '0\ 18. (1) An Assistant Registration Officer shall issue in respect 
"8>"""00. of every person whose registration record card has been com­

pleted a certificate in triplicate to that effect in the form set out as 
Sub.l.<g. Form No. 13 in the Prescribed Forms Rules. 

Correction of 
minor errors 
and omissions. 
120 of 11)76/. 

(2) The Assistant Registration Officer shall record the 
required particulars and affix his signature in ink on the original 
of the certificate and, by means of carbon paper, on the duplicate 
and on the triplicate and shall deliver the original and the dupli­
cate to the person being registered. 

(3) Every certificate issued under subrule (I) to a person 
who is fifteen years of age or over shall contain a statement direct­
ing the person to whom the certificate is issued to have his photo­
graph taken by an official photographer. 

19. (1) Any clerical error or omission in a registration record 
card or in any identification card and any other error in any such 
card that has been caused by the inadvertence of an Assistant 
Registration Officer or the person seeking registration may be 
corrrected or inserted as the case may require either by the Assis­
tant Registration Officer who registered the person to whom the 
registration record card or identification card relates, or if such 
Assistant Registration Officer is for any reason unavailable for 
the purpose, by any other Assistant Registration Officer. 

(2) Where the description of the address of a registered 
person has been altered by lawful authority, a Registration 
Officer may make the appropriate alteration on the registration 
record card of that person. 

(3) The provisions of rule 15(1) to (3) shall apply mutatis 
mutandis in respect of corrections, insertions and alterations 
made under this rule. 

(4) A correction, insertion or alteration made under this 
rule shall be initialled by the Assistant Registration Officer and 
by the person to whom the card relates, or by a witness present, as 
the case may be. 

(5) The Registration Officer shall inform the Chief Election 
Officer of any correction, insertion or alteration made under this 
rule and the Chief Election Officer shall make or cause to be 
made the requisite changes in the appropriate duplicate registra­
tion record card. 
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20. (1) Where a person is popularly known or ea~ed ~':..ctl.:' of 

by one name which is a name other than that appearmg ~:::'Of­
on his certificate of birth or baptismal certificate and is birth. 

registered under the popular name, the Registration Officer 
shall, subject to subrule (3), alter the name entered on the 
registration record card and the identification card relating 
to that person. 

(2) Where a person at the time that he is seeking 
registration gives as the date of his bit:th a date which 
he su bsequentoly discovers to be inaccurate, he shall notify 
the Ikgistration Officer of the registration area in which 
he is resident, and the Registration Officer may, subject 
to Rubrule (3), alter the date on the registration record 
card and the identification card relating to that person. 

(3) Before an alteration described in subrule (I) 
or (2) is made, the Registration Officer shall require-

(a) in the case of an inappropriate name, the 
production of a birth or baptismal certificate 
showing the appropriate name and proper 
proof that the person named in the certificate 
is the same person as the applicant for the 
alteration of the name entered on the identi­
fication card relating to the person; 

(b) in the case of an inaccurate date of birth, 
a birth certificate with an affidavit attached 
thereto deposing that the date mentioned in 
the certific,\te relates to the birth of the appli­
cant or, where a birth certificate is unobtainable, 
an affidavit deposing to the true date of the 
birth of the applicant; and 

(e) in either case, a check card given under the 
hand of the person assigned for the purpose 
under rule 37 for the registration area in which 
the applicant resides certifying the correctness 
of the information given under paragraph (a) 
or paragraph (b) . 

. (4) The Registration Officer shall inform the Chief 
Election Officer of any alteration made under this rule 
and the Chief Election Officer shall make or cause to be 
made the requisite changes on the appropriate duplicate 
registration record card. 

R.P.A.13 
L.R.D. 1/1990 
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g.,-=~e':t'G 21. (1) An Assistant Registration Officer shall keep 
~ I..,"." rV~ in safe keeping and shall not permit any person to have 

'-';~ unlawful access to unused, completed or cancelled-
:.'-\ \ "'\ \,\3~ (a) registration record cards; 

(b) identification cards; 

Delivery of 
documents by 
Auistant 
RegbtratJon 
OfDaer In 
Redab'atJon 
Omacr. 

PbotDJrraPb 
ODd 
mmpletlon of 
registration. 
(46/1980]. 

(c) inventory forms; 
(d) check cards; 
(e) notices of disallowance of registrations; 
(f) minors' registration cards; 
(g) certificates as to registration; and 
(h) answers to lists of questions. 

(2) Should it be necessary for an Assistant Regis­
tration Officer to keep any of the documents mentioned 
in subrule (1) over-night he shall lock them in a container 
provided for that purpose by the Commission. 

22. At such times as the Commission may direct, an 
Assistant Registration Officer shall deliver to the appro­
priate Registration Officer all cards, forms, binders or 
other documents that have been completed or used by 
him or delivered to him in the performance of his duties. 

23. (1) A person to whom a certificate as to registration 
is issued shall deliver the original and duplicate of the 
certificate to an official photogra.pher who shall cause 
such person to affix his signature, or to make his impression, 
in the manner set out in rule 15(4) to (6) in ink on the 
originaL 

(2) The official photographer shall thereafter take 
the photograph of such person and then affix his signature 
in ink to the original and duplicate of the certificate and 
shall return the duplicate to the person. 

(3) Notwithstanding any other rule, the registration 
of a person shall not be deemed to be completed until 
his photograph has been taken in accordance with sub­
rules (1) and (2). 

(4) The offioial photographer shall transmit the 
original of the certificate delivered to him under subrule (1) 
and the exposed negative film of the photograph or an 
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instant film photograph, as the case may be, taken by him 
under subrule (2) to the appropriate Registration Officer 
as directed by the Commission, and on receipt thereof 
the gegistration Officer shaH transmit the same to the 
Commission. 

24. (I) Where a person objects to the taking of his ~~,;:'=g or 
photograph for the reason that his face is disfigured or photograph. 

on religious grounds or on any other ground which tho 
Hcgistrat;ion Officer considers to be reasonable, the Regis. 
tration OfTiccr shall, on applicatioll by such person, exempt 
him fwm compliance with and from the operation of 
rule 23. 

(2) An application under this rule shall be in the 
form set out as ]<'orm No. 14 in the Prescribed Forms Sub. Leg. 

Rules and shall be handed by the applicant to the Assistant 
Hegistration Officer before the issue to him of his certi· 
ficate as to registration. 

(3) Where an application is handed to him under 
subrule (2), the Assistant Registration Officer shall deliver 
to the applicant only the duplicate of his certificate as to 
registration. 

(4) The Assistant Registration Officer shall endorse 
his recommendation on the application and shall forward 
the same and the original certificate as to registration to 
the gegistmtion Oflieer together with the other doeu. 
ments related to such person under rule 22. 

(5) If the Registratioll Officer is not satisfied that 
the applicant qualifies for exemption, he shall hold all 
enquiry in relation to the same and the provisions of rule 35 
other than subrules (8) to (10) of that rule shall apply 
mutatis mutandis in relation to such an enquiry. 

(6) If the Registration Offieer grants the application 
without or after holding an enquiry, he shall endorse on 
the application and on the original of the certificate as to 
registration and in the space for the photograph on the 
identification card and the registration record card of such 
persoll the words "Exempt from photob'l'aph" together 
with his signature, and shall record in the place reserved 
for remarks on the registration record card the reason for 
the exemption, and he shall return the original of the 

L.R.O. 1/1990 
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certificate as to registration to the Assistant Registration 
Officer, who shall deliver the same to the applicant in 
exohange for the duplicate of his certificate as to 
registra tion. 

(7) On receipt of his identification card under 
rule 31, the applicant shall deliver up the original of the 
certificate as to registration in lieu of the duplicate. 

(8) Where an application under this rule is refused 
the Registration Officer shall return the original of the 
certificate as to registration to the applicant. 

(9) Where a person has complied with rule 23 but 
his photograph has been spoilt or misplaced, the Regis­
tration Officer may require him to have his photograph 
retaken until a proper photograph has been obtained. 

25. At such times as the Commission may direct, a 
Registration Officer shall transmit to the Chief Eleotion 
Officer the registration record cards that were received 
by the Registration Officer from the Assistant Registration 
Officers or completed by him in the performance of his 
duties under these Rules. 

26. (1) On receipt of the documents referred to in 
rule 25 and of the certificate and negative film or instant 
film photograph referred to in rule 23(4) in respect of the 
same person, the Chief Election Officer shall-

(a) cause prints of the negative film or instant 
film photograph a.s the case may be to be 
atta.chcd to the identification card and to the 
original of the registration record card of 
such person; 

(b) thereafter cause the identification card to be 
laminated and the names and registration 
number of such person to whom it relates to 
be embossed on the laminated card; and 

(e) return the original of the registration record 
card and the identification card to the regis­
tration office. 

(2) Where a document, negative film or instant 
film photograph required to be sent to the Chief Election 
Officer under these Rules is not received by him, or is lost, 
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or there is any elTor or insufficiency therein, the Chief 
Election Officcr may require the appropriate registration 
officer or assistant registration officer to cause the same 
to be remedied. 

(3) The provisions of these Rules which govern any 
action which should or might have been taken in the first 
instance in rcspect of such document or negative film or 
instant film photograph shall apply in respect of such 
document or ncgative film or instant film photograph 
and any action may be taken thereunder to effect the 
said remedy. 

9'1' 

[Subsidiary] 

27. (1) Subject to subrule (2), on receipt of the originals :;'~::;on 
of the registration record card or of the photostatic copies l::~ can" 

of registration record cards prepared under rule lI( 4) "'str.i .... 
from the Chief Election Officer, the Registration Officer [ 11968J. 

shall file the same in a unit register in a binder designed 
for that purpose so as to enable the cards to be staggered 
in such manner that only the name at the beginning of 
each registration record card will remain uncovered. 

(2) Where a check card has been issued under rule 37, 
the registration record card of the person affected shall 
not be filed as provided in subrule (1) until the report of 
the person assigned for the purpose under rule 36 has been 
received and a decision made thereon by the Registration 
Officer approving the registration of the elector. 

(3) The binder referred to in subrule (1) shall be 
capable of being locked in such manner that no registration. 
record card filed therein may be removed except by the 
application of force. 

28. (1) A Registration Officer shall arrange the originals :''''~Fent 
of the registration record cards in a unit register in groups ..., .. Ri.t ..... 

d h I ddr . llin d' . . [ of 1978J. un er t e severa a esses m a po g lVlSlOn. 

(2) Subject to subrule (3), the cards referred to in 
Bubrule (1) shall be arranged in alphabetical order. 

(3) Where the houses in a polling division are.properly 
and completely numbered, the cards in every group 
mentioned in subrull} (1) shall be arranged by the Registra. 
tion Officer in order and in keeping with the numbering of 
such houses, appropriate numbers being inserted opposite 
every name in a group. 

LAO. 111990 
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(4) The registration record cards of electors shall be 
kept in the same binder as, but separate from, the registra. 
tion record cards of non· electors. 

(5) The registration record cards of police special 
electors, of the Forces special electors, and of Municipal 
Council electors qualified under section 13(1)(e) of the Act 
shall be kept separate from those of other electors, and 
separate from each other. 

Filing of card. 29. (1) Subject to subrule (2), the Chief Election Officer 
In central 
.. gtoter. shall place in the series mentioned in rule 30 the duplicates 

of the registration record cards received by him from 
Registration Officers. 

(2) The Chief Election Officer shall not file the 
duplicate of any registration record card of an elector which 
is being checked by the person assigncd for that purpose 
under rule 36 until the report of that person upon that card 
has been received and a decision made thereon by the 
Registration Officer approving of the registration of the 
elector. 

Arran,e""",t 30. The duplicates of registration record cards in the 
':!gt":;;,t:,aJ central register shall be arranged by the Chief Election 

Officer in an alphabeticaJ or numerical series or a combined 
alphabctical and numerical series, and the registration 
record cards of electors shall be kept separate from those 
of non-electors. 

nellvery 0< 31. (1) The Registration Officer shall cause a completed 
identificaUon d d I' d h h card.. identification car to be e lvere to t e person to w om it 

relates in exchange for the duplicate of the certificate as to 
registration of such person or the original thereof as provided 
in rule 24(7). 

(2) The identification card shall be delivered by the 
Assistant .Registration Officer or such other person as may bc 
assigned for that purpose by the Chief Election Officer, to 
the person to whom the identification card rclates. 

r (3) Subject to subrule (4), before delivery of an 
\ identification card, j;he recipient shall sign his name or make 



LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Representation of the People Chap. 2:01 99 

Registration Rules [subsidiary] 

his impression in the manner set out in rule 15(4) to (6) on theJ ~ y ~4 
duplicate or original of the certificate as to registration, as .J.-.-\-\ M \ ,,\;1'6 . 
the case may be. - \ 

(4) Where the person delivering the identification 
c"rd is satisficd-

(a) that the person to whom it relates is unable to 
produce the duplicate or the original of his 
certificate as to registration, as the case 'may 
be; and 

(b) as to the idcnti ty of such person, 
he may issue the idcntification card on the person giving 
him a reccipt in a form approved by the Chief Election 
Officer. 

31A. (1) Where it is not possible to issue an identification Tempo...". 

d th EI ' d B d' C .. til IdenUftcatl .. car, e. ectJons an OUD arIes ommlBSlon un card. 

31st Dccember, 1981 may, for the purposes of complying with r2'sn98~I: u. 
these I{ules, issue to a registered person a temporary 
identification card and such temporary identification card 
shall, subject to lJaragraph (2), be in the form set out in 
Form No. 11 in the Prescribed Forms Rules. 

(2) The temporary identification card shall serve 
the same function and contain the same features as the 
identification card except that the following information 
shall appear on the temporary identification card before it 
undergoes the process of lamina tion-

(a) the name and registration record card number 
of the rcgistered person inserted in writing; 

(II) the name, imprinted by means of a rubber stamp 
of the Registration Office at which the card was 
preparcd; 

(e) the words, imprinted by means of a rubber 
stamp "Issued by the Elections and Boundaries 
Commission. " 

32. An elector or during an electoral registration a ObJec.1lDll to 

scrutineer who objects to the registration of a person as an ..... str.tI ... 

elcctor in pursuance of section 25 of the Act shall do so by 
filling out a notice of ohjection in the form set out as 

L.R.O. 1/1990 
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Form No. 15 in the Prescribed Forms Rules which shall 
consist of a postcard in duplicate, and by transmitting by 
registered post or delivering by hand one section to the 
appropriate Registration Officer and the other section to 
the person to whose registration objection is being made. 

33. (1) A person or during an electoral registration a 
scrutineer who applies for the registration of a person as an 
elector in pursuance of section 16 or 25 of the Act shall do so 
by filling out an application in the form set out as Form 
No. 16 in the Prescribed Forms Rules. 

(2) An application referred to in subrule (1) shall be 
delivered by hand to the appropriate Registration Officer 
by the person whose registration is sought in the application, 
or during an electoral registration by the scrutineer making 
the application in the presence of the person. 

34. (1) Subject to this rule, a Registration Officer shall 
consider an objection to a registration or an application 
for registration made to him under section 25 of the Act. 

(2) The Registration Officer shall on receipt of an 
objection to a registration proceed to hold an enquiry as 
provided for in rule 35. 

(3) An objection or an application referred to in 
subrule (1) may be made at any time. 

(4) If the Registration Officer is satisfied immediately 
and without further enquiry that an applicant for registra. 
tion is entitled to be registered as an elector he shall approve 
the application and register the person as an elector in the 
appropriate unit register. 

(5) If the Registration Officer is not satisfied as in 
subrule (4"), he shall issue a cheek card; and, if on reoeipt of 
the rpport oC the person assigned for the purpose under 
rule 37 he is satisfied that the applicant is entitled to be 
registered as an elector, he shall register him as such in the 
appropriate unit rel';~ter. 
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(6) If on receipt of the report of the person assigned 
for the purpose under rule 36 the Registration Officer is not 
satisfied as in subrule (4), he shall proceed to hold an 
enquiry as provided for in rule 35. 

100/1 
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35. (1) The Registration Officer shall give notice of an Enqul", by 
Reelstration 

enquiry held under this rule to- ""'cer. 
(a) the Assistant Registration Officer who allowed 

the registration objected to or disallowed the 
registration in respect of which the application 
is made; 

(b) in the case of an objection, the objector and the 
person whose registration has been objected to; 

(e) in the case of an application, the applicant, and 
the person whose registration has been dis­
allowed. 

(2) A notice referred to in subrule (1) shall be in the 
form set out as Form No. 17 in the Prescribed Forms Rules, Sub. Lee. 
and shall be given by registered post or by hand not less than 
three clear days before the time fixed for the holding of the 
enquiry. 

(3) The Registration Officer may summon such 
witnesses as he may consider necessary and may order the 
production of any document that he may deem necessary, 
and hc shall summon any witnesses as he may be requested 
by any of the persons referred to in subru1e (1) to summon. 

(4) The Registration Officer shall permit the persons 
referred to in subrule (1) and the witnesses summoned under 
subrule (3) to appear before him and to be heard. 

(5) A person referred to in subrule (1) may appear 
either in person or by any other person, other than as 
counsel, on his behalf. 

(6) The Registration Officer may, either at the request 
of any person referred to in subrule (1) or without such 
request, require that the evidence given by any person at 
such hearing shall be upon oath or affirmation and may 
administer the necessary oath or cause tho necessary 
a.ffirmation to be made in his presence. 

R.P.A.14 

L.R.O. 1/1990 
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(7) The Registration Officer shaJJ make and keep a 
record of all evidence taken and all documents produced 
during the enquiry as well as of his decision and the reasons 
therefor. 

(8) Should the Registration Officer allow an applica. 
tion he shall register the applicant as an elector in the 
appropriate unit register. 

(9) Should the Registration Officer disallow an 
application he shall issue to the applicallt and to the person 
whose registration has been disallowed a notice of dis­
allowance in the form set out as Form No. 18 in the Prescribed 
Forms Rules, and keep a duplicate copy of the notice 
together with the other papers relative to the application. 

(10) Should the Registration Officer allow an objection 
he shall thereupon cancel the registration record card of the 
person whose registration is objected to in the manner set 
out in rule 41(5) to (8). 

36. A check card shall be in the form set out as Form 
No. 19 in the Prescribed Forms Rules, and shall be issued by 
a Registration Officer to the person assigncd thc duty of 
checking particulars on registration rccord cards by the 
Chief Election Officer; and the i{cgistration Officer shall 
forthwith inform the Chief Election Officer of the issue 
thereof. 

37. Where a check card is issued to a person so assigned he 
shall report his findings upon the check card which he shall 
sign and deliver to the Registration Officer who issued the 
check card to him. 

38. (1) Subject to subrule (5), when the report 
of a.ny person. assigned for the purpose of rule 36 
discloses any discrepancies between particulars in a 
registration record card and any information obtained 
by such person, the Registration Officer shall notify 
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the person whose name appears on the registration record card, 
in the form set out as Form No. 20 in the Prescribed Forms Rules Sub. Leg. 

of his intention to hold an enquiry into the matter. 

(2) Subject to subrules (3) and (4), the provisions of rule 35 
shall apply mutatis mutandis to an enquiry held under this rule. 

(3) Notice of the enquiry shall 'be given to the person 
described in the registration record card and to the person who 
carried out the check. 

(4) If at the conclusion of the enquiry the Registration 
Officer is satisfied that the person mentioned in the check card is 
not entitled to be registered as an elector he shall thereupon 
cancel the registration record card of the person in the manner set 
out in rule 41(5) to (8). 

(5) Where the discrepancies referred to in subrule (1) 
relate to errors made in respect of the description of­

(a) the registration area; 
(b) the polling division; 
(e) the physical features, occupational, educational or 

marital status of the registered person; or 
(di information concerning minors, 

this rule shall not apply but the Registration Officer or the 
Assistant Registration Officer may make such corrections on the 
registration record card of such person as may be necessary and 
shall notify the registrant of the corrections. 

39. Forthwith upon the completion of an enquiry under rule 35 
or 38, the Registration Officer shall inform the Chief Election 
Officer and the person whose name appears upon the registration 
record card of his decision in the matter. 

40. A Registration Officer shall keep all signed check cards in 
two different groups; one group containing check cards upon 
which the particulars of the relevant registration record cards 
were found by the person assigned for the purpose under rule 36 
or by the Registration Officer after an enquiry to be correct, and 
the other group containing check cards upon which the particu­
lars of the relevant record cards were found to he iJXDTTCC,t .. 

41. (1) Subject to subrules (2) and (3), a Registration Officer 
shall cancel the registration-

(a) of any per~()n who the Registration Officer IS 

Repor1 of fe$UIt 
of enquiry. 

Custody of 
check cards. 

CanccUation of 
registration. 
[20 of 1976). 
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satisfied is dead or no longer has his place of resi­
dence in Trinidad and Tobago; 

(b) of any person registered as an elector in his registra­
tion area who has ceased to be qualified as such; 

(e) of any person registered as a non-elector in his 
registration area who has been registered as an elec­
tor. 

(2) A Registration Officer shall not cancel the registration 
of a person who is absent from Trinidad and Tobago by reason 
only of his being in the diplomatic service of Trinidad and Tobago 
or his being a member of the household of a member of such 
diplomatic service or of his being a member of the public service 
who is so absent for any purpose approved by the President. 

(3) A Registration Officer shall not cancel the registration 
of any person registered as a non-elector in his registration area 
who is qualified under section 13(1)(e), (d), or (e) of the Act to be 
registered as an elector in a Municipal Council Election. 

(4) The Registration Officer shall send a notice, in the form 
set out as Form No. 21 in the Prescribed Forms Rules, to an 
elector whose registration he proposes to cancel under this 
rule-

(a) setting out the reason for the cancellation; 
(b) indicating the time when he proposes to cancel the 

same; and 
(e) requiring the elector within such time to produce his 

identification card to the Registration Officer. 

(5) A notice under subrule (4) shall be sent to the address 
at which the elector is registered or may be delivered to him in 
person. 

(6) If an elector to whom a notice has been sent under this 
rule satisfies the Registration Officer that the cancellation of his 
registration is not justified, the Registration Officer shall not can­
cel the same; but if he is so satisfied after he has cancelled the 
registration he may re-instate the registration, making the neces­
sary correction on the registration record card. 

(7) Where the Registration Officer cancels the registration 
of a person under this rule he shall stamp or write the word 
"cancelled" on the face of the registration record card of that 
person, and the identification card of the person shall be retained 
by the Registration Officer for destruction. 

• 
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(8) Where an elector fails for any reason to produce his 
identification card to the Registration Officer when required to 
do so under subrule (4)(c) he shall make satisfactory explanation, 
by statutory declaration or otherwise, of his failure to produce the 
identification card. 

(9) An elector to whom subrule (6) applies who con­
travenes subrule (8) is guilty of an offence against these Rules. 

(10) The Registration Officer shall enter the reason for the 
cancellation of a registration record card by making a mark 
thereon against the appropriate number as provided for in sub­
rule (11), and shall affix his signature to any such entry. 

(11) An entry against a number in a registration record card 
opposite to the reason for cancellation shall denote that the 
reason for cancellation is that set out opposite the number as 
follows: 

1. Not a Commonwealth citizen. 
2. Under the age of 18. 
3. Not resident in Trinidad and Tobago for the 

required period. 
4. Not resident in an electoral district for the required 

period. 
5. Not resident in the registration area. 
6. Double registration. 
7. Dead. 
8. Serving sentence of imprisonment of over one year. 
9. Under sentence of death. 

10. Adjudged of unsound mind or certified to be insane. 
II. Convicted of corrupt practice. 
12. Cnnvicted of illegal practice. 
13. New registration record card issued. 

(12) Forthwith on the cancellation of a registration under 
this rule, the Registration Officer shall inform the person whose 
registration has been cancelled and the Chief ElectioI'l Officer of 
the same, the reason therefor and the date of cancellation; and 
the Chief Election Officer shall thereupon cause the duplicate of 
the appropriate registration record card to be cancelled in the 
manner set out in subrules (7) to (9). 
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42. (1) A Registration Officer and the Chief Election Officer 
shan remove cancened registration record cards from the unit and 
central registers respectively, and shan arrange them in the man­
ner set out in rules 28 and 30 respectiveJy. 

(2) A Registration Officer and the Chief Election Officer 
shan keep cancelled registration record cards for as long a period 
as the reason for the cancellation exists, but in no case shall that 
period be less than two years, and on the expiration of that period 
he shan destroy them. 

(3) A Registration Officer shall send all registration record 
cards which have been used but have not been completed, 
together with the inventory forms relating to them to the Chief 
Election Officer who shall keep them in safe custody; and on the 
expiration of one year following his receipt of the same he shall 
destroy any such registration record cards. 

(4) The Chief Election Officer shall keep a note of the 
numbers of the registration record cards destroyed by him under 
this rule. 

(5) A Registration Officer shall send all identification cards, 
which have been surrendered or transmitted to him, to the Chief 
Election Officer who shall destroy the same. 

43. (1) A registered person who has changed his place of resi­
dence from one polling division to another in the same registra­
tion area or from one address to another in the same polling 
division shall give notice to the Registration Officer of the regist­
ration area of the change of residence in the form set out as Form 
No. 22 in the Prescribed Forms Rules. 

(2) Upon the receipt of a notice referred to in subruJe (1), 
the Registration Officer shall. if he i~ sati<'ied as to the identity of 
the person giving the notice and as 'Il tht . ,.:, 'ctness of the other 
particulars contained therein, m he deh corrections on the 
registration record card of such person as may be necessary. 

(3) When a person has given a notice under subrulc (1) and 
the Registration Officer is not satisfied as in subrule (2), he shall 
issue a check card in connection therewith. 

(4) After the Registration Officer has received the report 
upon a check card issued under subrule (3) he shall, if he is then 
satisfied as in subrule (2), make such corrections on the registra­
tion record card of the person as may be necessary. 
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(5) The Registration Officer, after correcting a registration 
record card in accordance with subrule (2) or (4), shall-

(a) where the person has changed his place of residence 
from one polling division to another in the same 
registration area, transfer the registration record 
card of that person to its place in the appropriate 
unit register in accordance with rule 28; 

(b) where the person has changed his place of residence 
from one address to another in the same polling divi­
sion, transfer the registration record card of that per­
son to its proper place in the same unit register in 
accordance with rule 28; 

(c) notify the transfer to the Chief Election Officer who 
shall make the necessary correction in the registra­
tion record card of the person in the central register; 

(d) inform the person to whom the registration record 
card relates that the transfer has been made. 

(6) Notwithstanding anything contained in this rule, where 
a registered person has changed his place of residence in the 
circumstances contemplated by subrule (1) and the new address 
of the person falls within a different electoral district, the date of 
the change of address on the corrected registration record card 
shall be inserted as an amendment to the date originally recorded 
on the registration record card of the person. 

44. (1) Where a registered person changes his place of resi­
dence from one registration area to another, he shall notify in 
writing the Registration Officer of the registration area in which 
he resides as a result of his change of residence and thereupon the 
registration record card of that person shall be transferred to the 
unit register for the polling division in which he resides. 

(2) Subject to subrule (3), rule 43(2), (3), (4) and (5) shall 
apply mutatis mutandis to the transfer of registration record cards 
made under subrule (1). 

(3) Where a registered person has changed his place of 
residence from one registration area to another on such a number 
of occasions as to render the registration record card relating to 
that person incapable of accommodating any further changes, the 
Registration Officer of the area to which the person has last 
removed shall examine the registration record card and shall, if 
he is satisfied that no further entries can conveniently be made 
thereon, notify the registered person and shall re-register that 
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person in the manner set out in these Rules for the registration of 
persons qualified to be registered. 

45. (1) Where a registered person changes his name he shall-
(a) give notice to the Registration Officer of the polling 

division in which he is registered of the change of 
name in the form set out as Form No. 23 in the 
Prescribed Forms Rules; 

(b) produce to the Registration Officer satisfactory evi­
dence of the change; and 

(c) surrender to the Registration Officer his identi­
fication card. 

(2) If the Registration Officer is not satisfied as to the iden­
tity of the person giving the notice or as to his change of name, he 
shall issue a check card in connection therewith. 

(3) If upon receipt of the notice under sub rule (1), or of the 
report upon a check card issued under subrule (2), the Registra­
tion Officer is satisfied as to the identity of the person and his 
change of name, he shall re-register or cause the person to be 
re-registered in the manner set out in these Rules for the registra­
tion of persons qualified to be registered. 

46. (1) An Election Officer shall give a receipt to any other 
Election Officer for any document received by the former from 
the latter under these Rules except in cases where the Commis­
sion directs that the receipts need not be given. 

(2) An Election Officer shall give a receipt to any person 
who delivers to him any notice or application or other document 
required to be delivered to such officer under these Rules. 

47. (1) Where an identification card has been issued to any 
person-

(a) who claims that it has been lost, stolen, destroyed, 

~ ~ r0.~,-,­

.).'\\ '"\ \'\~(". 

_ mutilated or defaced; or 
I(b) which is discovered to contain information given by 
L . the person which is inaccurate or incorrect, 

he may apply to the Registration Officer for the time being for the 
area in which he resides for the replacement of the identification 
card, and the Registration Officer, if he is satisfied by statutory 
declaration or otherwise; that the application is a bona fide one, 
shall issue to the person a replacement identification card. 
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(2) An application under subrule (1) shall be in the form set 
out as Form No. 24 in the Prescribed Forms Rules and shall be Sub. Leg. 

accompanied by the fee specified in subrule (9). 

(3) The Registration Officer shall not issue a rePlacement] S=- ¥ r0eG~ 
identification card until, in the case of a card- 2..,-\- \ ~ \ 'l s6 . 

(aj which is discovered to contain inaccurate or incor-
rect information; or 

(bj which has become mutilated or defaced, 
the card has been delivered to him for destruction. 

(4) Rule 14 shall apply mutatis mutandis in relation to a 
replacement identification card, but the Registration Officer for 
the registration area in which the applicant resides at the time of 
his application for a replacement identification card shall-

(aj endorse thereon a note to the effect that the card is a 
replacement identification card; and 

(bj if he is satisfied that the contents thereof are correct, 
either sign the card himself or cause it to be signed 
by the Assistant Registration Officer for the time 
being assigned to that registration area. 

(5) Subject to subrule (6), a replacement identification card 
shall contain such particulars as were recorded on the 
identification card of the person to whom it relates. 

(6) When a Registration Officer issues a replacementl 
identification card he may- J 

(aj insert therein the print of a photograph different 
from that which was affixed to the identification card 
which it replaces if he is satisfied that it is a· 
sufficiently good likeness of the person to whom it 
relates; and 

(b j in a case where it is discovered that an identification 
card contains information which is inaccurate or. 
incorrect, insert such corrections on the r.eplacement 
identification card as, after an enquiry provided for 
in these Rules, he may consider necessary and 
proper. 

(7) Whenever a Registration Officer issues a replacement 
identification card, he shall make or cause to be made an entry in 
the space allocated for remarks on the appropriate registration 
record card showing the date of the issue of the card and shall-

(aj notify the Chief Election Officer of the issue of the 

L.R.O. 111980 
R.P.A.15 
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card and the Chief Election Officer shall cause the 
necessary entries to be made in the duplicate of the 
registration record card of that person; and 

(b) transmit, in cases where the original identification 
card is required by these Rules to be surrendered, 
the surrendered identification card to the Chief Elec­
tion Officer. 

(8) A Registration Officer, on being satisfied as to the death 
of any person registered in his registration area to whom an 
identification card was issued under these Rules, shall, as soon as 
practicable after being so satisfied, require the personal represen­
tative of the person or any person in possession of the same to 
surrender to him the identification card that was issued to that 
person, if the Registration Officer is satisfied that it is within the 
power of any such person to do so. 

(9) There shall be payable for every replacement 
identification card-

(a) in the case of a first issue, five dollars; 
(b) in the case of any further issue, ten dollars; 

but the President may, except where a replacement identification 
card is issued as a result of incorrect or inaccurate information 
given by the person to whom the card relates on the ground of 
poverty or for other good cause, remit or refund the fee or any 
part thereof. 

48. (1) If both the original and the duplicate of a registration 
record card of an elector is lost, mutilated, defaced or destroyed, 
the appropriate Registration Officer shall require that elector to 
be registered anew, and if he neglects or refuses to do so, the 
Registration Officer shall require him to surrender his 
identification card. 

(2) If either the original or the duplicate of a registration 
record card of an elector is lost, mutilated, defaced or destroyed, 
the Chief Election Officer shall prepare a photostatic record from 
the remaining copy and that copy shall be deemed to replace the 
lost, mutilated, defaced or destroyed original or duplicate of the 
registration record card, as the case may be; and the Chief Elec­
tion Officer shall make and sign a certificate on the photostatic 
copy to the effect that it is a true and correct reproduction. 

(3) If the registration record card of a person whose name is 
on the revised list of electors for a polling division and who pro­
duces his identification card does not appear in the unit register of 
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electors for that polling division, the presiding officer shall cause a 
registration record card to be prepared for the person and the 
registration record card shall be deemed to appear and to be 
included in the unit register of electors for that polling division. 

49. (1) The Commission may from time to time, by notice pub­
lished in the Gazelle and in at least one daily newspaper, require 
every holder of an identification card to surrender the card for 
inspection and may, if it considers it proper, substitute a new 
identification card with a fresh photograph for the identification 
card so surrendered. 

(2) Any person who fails to surrender such card for inspec­
tion when required to do so under subrule (1) is guilty of an 
offence against these Rules. 

PART II 

ANNUAL LIST OF ELECTORS 

so. (1) The Commission shall, once in every year cause to be 
prepared. the list of electors of each electoral district which the 
Commission is required to publish in every year pursuant to sec-
tion 29 of the Act. 

(2) For the purpose of complying with subrule (1), the 
Registration Officer of every registration area shall cause to be 
prepared a list of electors qualified to be electors in each Par­
Iiamentary, Municipal Council and County Council electoral dis­
trict in his registration area. 

(3) The annual list of electors referred to in subrule (1) in 
respect of-

(a) Parliamentary and County Council electors shall be 
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in the form set out as Form No. 25 in the Prescribed Sub. Leg. 

Forms Rules; and 
(b) Municipal Council electors shall be in the form set 

out as Form No. 26 in the Prescribed Forms Rules. 

(4) The names and addresses of electors in the list of elec­
tors referred to in subrule (1) shall be arranged in the manner set 
forth in rule 28. 

·By rule 3 deemed to have come into operation on 1st January 1974. 

L.R.O. /1/980 
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(5) Where any elector is qualified to be an elector in a 
Municipal Council electoral district the nature of the qualification 
of any person qualified as an elector under section 13(I)(e) of the 
Act shall be indicated opposite to his name in the annual list and 
where a.n elector is an alien that fact shall be indicated by the 
insertion of the word "(A)" opposite his name. 

PART III 

ELECfORAL REGISTRATION 

51. During the period commencing on the date of the publica­
tion of a Proclamation under section 30(1) of the Act and ter­
minating on the date specified in a Proclamation issued by the 
President under section 30(3) of the Act (hereinafter referred to 
as the period of an electoral registration)-

(a) no person shall be registered under Part I; 
(b) no registration shall be objected to except as pro­

vided in this Part; 
(c) no alteration shall be made in any register as the 

result of the change in residence or change of name 
of any registered person in the electoral district to 
which the Proclamation relates except as provided in 
this Part. 

52. (1) A temporary Assistant Registration Officer shall use as 
his office for the purpose of conducting an electoral registration 
such place, hereinafter referred to as a temporary registration 
office, as may from time to time be designated by the Commis­
sion. 

(2) The Commission shall publish in the Gazelle and in at 
least one daily newspaper the addresses of temporary registration 
offices and all changes in their addresses. 

(3) A temporary registration office shall be open to public 
business during such hours as from time to time are notified by 
the Commission in the Gazelle and in at least one daily news­
paper. 

(4) A temporary registration office shall be closed on public 
holidays. 
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53. (1) Except as provided in subrule (2), it is the duty of a 
temporary Assistant Registration Officer to attend at his registra­
tion office during an electoral registration from the date of the 
commencement of an electoral registration to the day before the 
qualifying date and to register persons who are qualified to be 
registered as electors for the polling divisions to which the officer 
is assigned. 

(2) It is the duty of a temporary Assistant Registration 
Officer when required in pursuance of section 4(3)(a) of the Act, 
during an electoral registration from the date of the publication of 
the preliminary lists to the day before the qualifying date to visit 
every house in the polling division to which he is assigned and to 
register persons who are qualified as electors for the polling divi­
sions. 

54. Except as otherwise provided in these Rules, Part I applies 
mutatis mutandis to an electoral registration, and references in 
Part I to an Assistant Registration Officer shall be contrued as 
references to a temporary Assistant Registration Officer. 
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55. (1) A scrutineer is entitled to be present at any registration A"e .. 0/ 

carried out during an electoral registration by the Assistant ::-_. 
Registration Officer to whom he is assigned; but if he is absent 
the registration is not on that account invalidated. 

(2) A = .... 00' ~y ;,_ ~y of '". IOlIowm, do~-I h ~ ~ 
ments, whether completed or not, in the possession of the tem- 1-'-1, \ ~ I '\ 8 (,. 
porary Assistant Registration Officer to whom he is assigned: 

(a) registration record cards; 
(b) identification cardS] ~ -
(c) inventory forms; 
(d) notices of disallowance of registration; 
(e) minors' registration cards; 
(f) certificates as to registration. 

(3) A scrutineer may not see the answers to any questions 
asked under rule 16 nor may he be present when such answers are 
being given. 

(4) A scrutineer shall not interfere with a temporary Assis­
tant Registration Officer in the performance of his duties. 

56. (1) On the issue of a Proclamation under section 30 of the Preliminary 1m. 

Act for the commencement of an electoral registration for a Par-

L.R.O. 111980 
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liamentary or Municipal Council election or a County Council 
election the list of electors respectively published on 1st July 
immediately preceding the date of the commencement or such 
other list of electors as the President may declare to be the list for 
that electoral district, shall, in respect of the electors of each 
electoral district, be the preliminary list of electors for the district. 

(2) The Registration Officer in whose registration area are 
situated any of the polling divisions of the electoral district to 
which the Proclamation referred to in sub rule (1) relates, shall, 
not later than the day before the date fixed for the posting of the 
preliminary list, supply a copy of the preliminary list for each 
polling division to the temporary Assistant Registration Officer 
for the polling division. 

57. Where a person has complied with rule 23 but a proper 
photograph of him has not been obtained in pursuance of rule 
24(9) he shall for the purposes only of the election to which the 
electoral registration relates be registered as if he were exempt 
from taking his photograph under rule 24; and on receipt of his 
identification card the person shall deliver up the duplicate of his 
certificate as to registration. 

58. On the date of the commencement of an electoral registra· 
tion, the Registration Officer shall cause to be posted in at least 
two places in each polling division in his registration area to which 
the Proclamation under section 30 of the Act relates a notice in 
the form set out as Form No. 27 in the Prescribed Forms Rules 
and a copy of the preliminary list of electors for the polling divi· 
sion; and the list shall remain so posted until the revised list is 
posted under rule 62(5). 

59. (1) If any person whose name is not on a preliminary list 
for a polling division claims that he is qualified to be registered as 
an elector for the polling division he may make application there· 
for to the temporary Assistant Registration Officer for the polling 
division not later than the eighth day after the posting of the 
preliminary list under rule 58. 

(2) Where a registration is disallowed by an Assistant 
Registration Officer or by a temporary Assistant Registration 
Officer during an electoral registration, an application to the 
appropriate Registration Officer for the registration of such per­
son shall be made not later than the tenth day after the posting of 
the preliminary list under rule 58. 
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60. If any person whose name is not on a preliminary list for a A::~~:::"% 
polling division claims that he is registered as an elector for that i~. . 
polling division he shall make application, not later than the ml:i':9!f6T. 1is

1. 

eighth day after the posting of the preliminary list under rule .58, 
to the appropriate Registration Officer, in the form set out as 
Form No. 28 in the Prescribed Forms Rules, to have his name sub.1.<g. 
included in the revised list for that polling division. 

61. (1) Subject to this rule, rules 43, 44 and 45 apply during 
the period of an electoral registration. 

(2) A notice of a change of place of residence under rule 43 
by any person whose name is on a preliminary list shall be made 
not later than the eighth day after the posting of the preliminary 
list under rule 58. 

(3) A person whose name is on a preliminary list for a 
polling division and who has changed his place of residence from 
the registration area in which the polling division is situated to a 
polling division in another registration area shall not be registered 
as an elector for the last mentioned polling division except in 
accordance with rule 59. 

(4) A notice of a change of name under rule 45 by any 
person whose name is on a preliminary list shall be made not later 
than the eighth day after the posting of the preliminary ·list under 
rule 58. 

62. (1) The Registration Officer shall make all necessary 
removals from, and additions to, the unit registers for his registra­
tion area resulting during an electoral registration from the regist­
ration of electors or from decisions of the Registration Officer 
under section 25 of the Act or from corrections under rule 61 or 
otherwise; and he shall immediately notify all such removals, 
additions or corrections to the Chief Election Officer, who shall 
thereupon make corresponding removals, additions and correc­
tions in the central register. 

(2) the Registration Officer shall prepare a revised list of 
electors for each polling division of the electoral district to which 
the electoral registration relates that is situated in his registration 
area containing the names of all electors as they appear in the 
revised unit register for that polling division, who a:re registered 
as electors for the election for which such list has been prepared. 

(3) Subject to subrule (4). a revised list in respect of a 
Parliamentary or a County Council election shall be in the form 

ChanF. of place 
of residence and 
of name. 
[128119161· 

Pre~tion of 
revised list. 
(67/1971 
20 of 1916J. 

L.R.O.1Il980 
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Sub. Leg. set out as Form No. 29 in the Prescribed Forms Rules and the 
revised list in respect of a Municipal Council election shan be in 
the form set out as Form No. 30 in the Prescribed Forms Rules; 
and the entries on every such list shan be consecutively num­
bered. 

Obiect~ 10 
repstratJon. 

(4) Where in the opinion of the Commission, a revised list 
in the form specified in subrule (3) cannot be completed before 
the last day for the publication of the list, that revised list may be 
prepared so as to consist of-

(a) the preliminary list of electors for that polling divi­
sion; and 

(b) a list of names of electors to be added to that pre­
liminary list as wen as a list of names of persons to be 
deleted from that preliminary list; and the lists refer­
red to in this paragraph shan reflect the changes 
effected in the unit register for that polling division 
subsequent to the publication of the annual list or 
the preliminary list. 

(5) Where the revised list is prepared in accordance with 
subrule (4), the Registration Officer shan cross off the name of 
any person from the preliminary list where that name also 
appears on the list of names to be deleted from the preliminary 
list, and shan initial every name so crossed out. 

(6) Three copies of the list showing the names crossed out 
by the Registration Officer shan b~ used at the poning station on 
polling day, one copy thereof shan be retained by the Returning 
Officer and two copies shall be posted up in accordance with 
subrule (8). 

(7) Rule 50(5) applies in respect of a revised list for a Mun­
icipal Council election. 

(8) A revised list shall be posted in the same place as the 
preliminary list, not later than fourteen days before polling day 
for the election to which the electoral registration relates, and 
shall remain so posted for at least seven days. 

63. (1) Subject to this rule, rules 32 to 35 apply in relation to 
an objectioll to the registration as an elector of any person whose 
name is on a preliminary list or a revised list. 

(2) An objection to the registration of a person whose 
name is on a preliminary list shan be made not later than the fifth 
day after the posting of the preliminary list under rule 58. 

(3) An objection to the registration of a person whose 
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name appears for the first time on a revised list shall be made 
not later than ten days before polling day for the election 
to which the electoral registration relates. 

(4) The holding of an enquiry into an objection under 
this rule shall be held not later than seven days before 
polling day. 

lIS 

[Subsidiary] 

64. (1) A Registration Officer shall not later than the ~u[~ 
fifth day before polling day for the election in respect of IT":~OOlJ~' 
which such lists were prepared-

(a) delete from the revised lists the names of any 
electors in respeat of whose registration objections 
ha ve been made and upheld; 

(b) initial any deletions on every revised list that 
has not been distributed to the appropriate 
Returning Officer; 

(e) notify the Chief Election Officer of any such 
deletion; 

(d) notify the appropriate Returning Officer if the 
revised lists have already been distributed 
tomm. 

(2) Where the name of an elector has been 
inadvertently included on a revised list, the appropriate 
Registration Officer shall not later than ten days before 
polling day for the election to wmch the electoral registration 
relates-

(a) delete the name of such elector from the revised 
lists in which mS name inadvertently appears; 

(b) initial any deletions on every revised list that 
has not been distributed to the appropriate 
Returning Officer; 

(e) notify the Chief Election Officer of any such 
deletion; and 

(d) notify the appropriate Returning Officer if the 
revised lists have already been distributed 
to him. 

MA. (1) Where a Registration Officer is satisfied that Su""lomental 

the. name of a duly registered elector has bcen inadvertently ~1l001J. 
omItted from the revised list in rcspect of a polling division 

R.P.A.16 
1 • .R.O. 1/1990 
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or where such Registration Officer becomes aware that the 
name of an elector has been inadvertently included on such 
a revised list, the Registration officer shall forthwith 
advise the Chicf Election Officcr of all such omissions or 
inclusions as the case may be and at the same time provide 
the Chief Election Officcr with a full cxplanation of the 
circumstances surrounding such omissions or inclusions. 

(2) The Registration Officer shall, with the approval 
of the Chief Election Officer, prcpare a supplcmentallist in 
the form set out as Form No. 29A clearly indicating in 
separate columns the names and addrcsses of the persons 
to be added to the revised list and the names and addresses 
of the persons to be deleted from such revised list and the 
Registration Officer shall post such supplemental list in the 
same places as the preliminary list not Jater than ten days 
before polling day for the election to which the electoral 
registration relates and the supplemental list shall remain 
so posted for at least five days. 

(3) An objection to the inclusion of a name on the 
supplemental list shall be made not later than six days 
before polling day for the election to which the electoral 
registration relates. 

(4) The holding of an enquiry into an objection 
under this rule shall be held not later than four days before 
polling day. 

(5) A registration Officer shall not later than three 
days before polling day for the election in respect of which 
such lists were prepared-

(a) delete from the supplemental lists the name of 
any elector in respect of whose registration an 
objection has been made and upheld; 

(b) initial any deletions on every supplemental list 
that has not been distributed to the appropriate 
Returning Officer; 

(c) notify the Chief Election Officer of any such 
deletion; and 

(d) notify the appropriate Returning Officer if the 
supplemental lists have already been distributed 
to him. 
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65. If, before nomination day for the election to which ~"'on of 

the electoral registration relates, a Registration Officer finds t register. 

that the number of registration record cards in any unit 
register is too great to be served by a single polling station 
he may, with the approval of the Commission, divide the 
unit register into two parts in separate binders in the 
manner directed by the Commission. 

PART IV 

GENERAL 

66. (I) Subject to this rule, the question as to whether a Manner 01 
. 'd t t t . It' d' d''''rmlnlna person IS or was resl en a any rna ena Ime or urillg any reside ..... 

material period shall be determined by reference to all the 
facts of the case. 

(2) The place of residence of a person is generally 
that place which has always been, or which he has adopted 
as, the place of his habitation or home to which place, when 
away therefrom, he intends to return. Specifically, when a 
person normally sleeps in one place and has his meals or is 
employed in another place, the place of his residence is 
where the person sleeps. 

(3) Generally, a person's place of residence is where 
his family is; if he is living apart from his family, wi~h the 
intent to remain so apart in another place, the place of 
residence of such person is the other place. 

(4) Temporary absence from a place of residence does 
not cause a loss or change of place ofresidence. 

(5) Any person who has more than one place of 
residence may opt in respect of which place he desires to be 
registered, in the form set out as FOrIn No. 3i in the Sub. Le •. 

Prescribed Forms Rules, and shall send the same to the 
Registration Officer or Officers of the registration areas 
where his places of residence are situated. 

L.R.O. "1990 
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(6) No person shall for the purposes of these Rules be 
deemed to bc resident in any polling division to which he has 
come for the purpose of engaging tcmporarily in any 
employment of a seasonal nature. 

(7) For the purposes of these Rules, absence from 
Trinidad and Tobago in the diplomatic service or as a 
member of the household of II person in such diplomatic 
service or as a member of the public service for any purpose 
approved by the President shall not cause a loss or change of 
residence and a person who is absent from Trinidad and 
Tobago for this reason only shall be decmed to be residing 
at the address at which he was resident immcdiately bcfore 
departing from Trinidad and Tobago. 

67. (I) Forms prescribed under the Act which a person is 
required under the Act to complete and to submit to an 
Election Officer shall be obtainable free of cost by the 
person at a registration office or any post office. 

(2) Any reference in these Rules to a statutory 
declaration shall be read and oonstrued as a reterence to a 
declaration set out as Form No. 32 in the Prcsoribed Forms 
Rules and no fee shall be payable for any such declaration. 

(3) Any person who makes any statement in a 
declaration referred to in subrule (2) which is false in fact 
or which he knows or believes to be false or does not believe 
to be true is guilty of an offencc against these Rulcs. 

68. A Registration Officer shall, on the application 
of any pe!son, allow that person, under his supervision 
or that of a. person authorised by him, to inspect a unit 
register or to inspect or to take extracts therefrom; 
or on payment of the prescribed fee, supply to that 
person a copy of the list of electors for any polling 
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division in his registration area or of any notice of objection or 
application for registration or other notice signed by or on behalf 
of any elector and deposited at a registration office in his area. 

69. Except as otherwise provided in these Rules, any document 
required by these Rules to be sent to the Registration Officer 
shall be addressed to him at his office and may be sent by regis­
tered post, postage free, or delivered to him by hand. 

70. (I) A Registration Officer, an Assistant Registration 
Officer or a temporary Assistant Registration Officer before 
registering any person as an elector may, where he is in doubt ~s 
to the age or nationality of such person, require that person to 
produce-

(a) either a certificate of birth or a statutory declaration 
that the person has attained the age of eighteen 
years; and 

(b) either a certificate of naturalisation or a statutory 
declaration that he is a Commonwealth citizen. 

(2) No fee shall be payable for any statutory declaration 
referred to in subrule (I). 

117 
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71. (I) Whenever a Registration Officer, an Assistant Regist- In,,'P"''''' 
ration Officer or a temporary Assistant Registration Officer in the 
performance of his duties under these Rules does not understand 
the language spoken by any person he shall appoint an interpreter 
who shall be the means of communication between him and such 
person. 

(2) An interpreter appointed under this rule shall take 
oath in the form set out as Form No. 33 in the Prescribed Forms Sub. Leg. 

Rules. 

72. (I) The Commission may at such time as it thinks fit cause 
to be sent by hand or by post to any registered person, a form set 
out as Form No. 34 in the Prescribed Forms Rules. 

(2) The form referred to in subrule (I) shall include an 
enquiry as to whether the registered person is, at the date of his 
receipt thereof, resident at his address shown on his registration 
record card and shall require him to record his reply to the 
enquiry in the space reserved therefor on the form and, within 
fourteen days after the date thereof, to return it as directed 
therein to the Chief Election Officer or to the Registration 

Enquiries by 
Commission as 
to address of 
registered 
pcnon. 
Sub.leg. 

L.R.D.1II980 
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Officer of the registration area in which the person is registered, 
as the case may be. 

(3) On an envelope addressed to any registered person in 
which is enclosed an enquiry under subrule (2), the words 
"enquiry as to residence" and the address and official designa­
tion of the sender shall be clearly printed; and, where the 
envelope is transmitted by post and not delivered to the addres­
see, it shall be returned to the sender within seven days after 
having been received at the post office. 

(4) A registered person who has received an enquiry under 
this rule shall reply within the time and in the manner referred to 
in subrule (2). 

(5) Where within the time specified in subrule (2) the Chief 
Election Officer or the Registration Officer, as the case may be, 
does not receive a reply to the enquiry or where the form is 
returned under subrule (3), the Registration Officer may, and at 
the request of the Chief Election Officer shall, issue a check card 
in connection therewith. 

73. The Commission may require a Registration Officer to 
carry out or to cause to be carried out a check of all registered 
persons or of al\ electors or of any other persons in his registra­
tion area or any part thereof for the purpose of maintaining the 
accuracy of the unit registers in his registration area. 

74. At such time as it may seem fit, the Commission may direct 
any Registration Officer to deliver to it any unit register for the 
registration area of the Registration Officer. 

75. (1) There may be handed over to the police for investiga­
tion-

(a) on the authority of the Chief Election Officer, the 
original or the duplicate of a registration record 

. card; 
(b) on the authority of a Registration Officer, the origi­

nal of a registration record card in his possession or 
in that of an Assistant Registration Officer in his 
registration area. 

(2) For the purposes of subrule (1), a registration record 
card may be removed from a binder in which it has been inserted. 
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(3) Nothing in this rule shall affect the power of the Chief 
Election Officer or a Registration Officer to deliver any other 
document to the police for investigation. 

76. For the performance of their duties under these Rules there 
shall be paid to the officers and servants appointed in pursuance 
of the provisions of the Act such remuneration and allowances as 
the Commission may determine from time to time. 

77. (1) The following persons are guilty of an offence against 
these Rules: 

(a) a scrutineer who contravenes rule 55(3) or (4); 
(b) a person who fails to obey any summons issued or 

order made by virtue of rule 35(3); 
(e) a person who, without reasonable excuse, fails to 

comply with rule 41(1)(e); 
(d) a person who, without reasonable excuse, fails to 

surrender an identification card in accordance with 
rule 47(8) or 48(1). 

(2) A person guilty of an offence against these Rules is 
liable on summary conviction to a fine of ,even hundred and fifty 
dollars and to imprisonment for six months. 

ELECfION RULES 

ARRANGEMENT OF RULES 
RULE 

I. Citation. 
2. Interpretation. 

PART I 

ISSUE OF WRIT AND NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES 

3. Returning Officer to establish office. 
A. Election notice. 
5. Chief Election Officer to supply Returning Officers with copies 

of the list of electors. 
6. Duty of Returning Officers to decide on nomination documents, 

and appeal to a Judge against such decision. 
7. Nomination of candidates. 
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RULE 
8. Statutory declaration of qualifications. 
9. Deposit. 

to. Right to attend nomination proceedings. 
11. Decisions as to validity of nomination papers. 
12. Returning Officer to post copy of nomination papers. 
13. Transmission, return and forfeiture of deposit. 
14. Withdrawal of candidate. 
15. Method of election. 

PART II 

PREPARATION FOR THE POLL 

16. Notice of taking of poll. 
17. Death of candidate. 
18. Manner of voting. 
19. Provision of polling station. 
20. Ballot boxes. 
21. Custody of ballot boxes. 
22. Ballot papers. 
23. Symbols. 
24. Delivery of unit registers of electors to Returning Officers. 
25. Printing and distribution of revised lists of electors. 
26. Equipment of polling station. 

PART III 

TAKING OF THE POLL 

27. Hours of poll. 
28. Employees time off for voting. 
29. Returning Officer or poll clerk may preside at polling station. 
30. Polling agent and counting agent. 
31. Declaration of secrecy. 
32. Admission to polling station. 
33. Arrangement of polling station. 
34. Arrival at polling station of Presiding Officer, etc. 
35. Duties of Presiding Officer before opening nf poll. 
36. Entitlement to vote. 
37. Keeping order in station. 
38. Duties of a poll clerk. 
39. Poll cards issued to voters. 
40. Duties of Presiding Officer. 
41. Additional duties of Presiding Officer where Municipal and 

County Council elections held on same day. 
42. Procedure for elector whose name is not on revised list. 
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RULE 
43. Procedure where elector's registration record card is not in unit 

register. 
44. Guidance ballot. 
45. Secrecy of ballot. 
46. Manner of voting. 
47. Elector to vote with despatch. 
48. Votes recorded by Presiding Officer. 
49. Voting by incapacitated persons. 
50. Mode of voting in special cases. 
5 I. Questions to be put to electors. 
52. Challenge of elector. 
53. Interpreter. 
54. Polling station diary. 
55. Spoiled ballots. 
56. Suspension or adjournment of poll. 
57. Closing of poll. 
58. Procedure at closing of poll. 

PART IV 

SPECIAL VOTING 

59. Special elector. 
60. Voting by special elector. 
61. Voting on polling day. 
62. Determination of right to be treated as special elector. 
63. Record and list of special electors. 
64. Register of special electors. 
65. Supplies of election material to Returning Officer. 
66. Special ballot papers. 
67. Persons entitled to be present at issue and receipt of special 

ballot papers. 
68. Declaration of secrecy. 
69. Marking of special ballot paper. 
70. Refusal to issue special ballot paper. 
71. Covering envelope. 
72. Delivery of special ballot papers to post office. 
73. Special polling stations. 
74. Sealing up of special lists. 
75. Hours of special polling station. 
76. Establishment of additional special polling station. 
77. Times of opening of special polling stations. 
78. Minimum duration of poll. 
79. Presiding Officers. 
80. Supervision by Returning Officer. 
81. Duties of employers of certain Institutions. 
82. Procedure on special voting. 

R.P.A. 1 i 
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RULE 
83. Voting by physically incapacitated special electors. 
84. Procedure after the close of the special polling station. 
85. Transmission of special ballots to the appropriate Returning 

Officer. 
86. Receipt of special envelope. 
87. Ascertainment of results of special ballot. 
88. Persons entitled to be present at counting of special votes. 
89. Opening of special ballot box. 
90. Procedure on receipt of special ballots. 
91. Sealing up list of special electors and rejected special ballot 

papers and declarations of identity. 
92. The count of votes of special voters. 
93. Rejected special ballot papers. 
94. Re-count of votes of special voters. 
95. Statement of special poll. 
96. Decisions on ballot papers. 
97. Procedure by Presiding Officer after closing of poU. 
98. Loss, etc. of ballot box. 
99. Police assistants. 

PART V 

PROCEEDINGS AfTER POLL. 

100. Preliminary count. 
101. Ascertainment of number of votes given for each candidate. 
102. Ballot not invalidated by mark of Presiding Officer, etc. 
103. Equality of votes. 
104. Declaration of the poU. 
105. Return of unit register of electors. 
106. Checking of results of poll. 
107. Appointment of counting agent. 
108. Election return. 
109. Custody of election documents by Commission. 

PART VI 

GENERAL. 

11 O. Remuneration of Returning Officers, etc. 
111. Cost of supplying election documents. 
112. Remuneration etc. of witnesses. 

SCHEDULE. 
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ELECTION RULES 

deemed to be made 'under section 161 

1. These Rules may be cited as the Election Rules. Citation.. 

2. In thcse Rules- 1~~e~'::Jl0n. 
"hallot box" means a receptacle for the reception of ballots 28 of 19761. 

cast at a polling station; 
"carrying case" means a carrying case referred to in rule 

2u(2)(b) : 
"declaration of identity" meallB a declaration 01 identity 

referred to in rule 71 ; 
"election notice" means an election notice referred to in 

rule 4; 
"file of allBwers to questions" means the file referred to in 

rule 24 and in rule 26( I )(e); 
"imprint,er" means the imprinter referred to in rule 26(1)(h); 
"list of special electors" means a list of electors prepared 

under ru Ie (j3; 

"poll card box" means a box referred to in rule 26( 1 )(g); 
"register of electors", in relation to a polling station, means 

the unit register or rcgistcrs of electors or the part of a 
unit rcgister of clcctors, subject to such removals 
t,herefrom or additions thereto as may be effected under 
rule u4, containing the names of persons entitled to vote 
at the polling station and supplied to a Presiding 
Officer under rule 26(l )(e); 

"register of special electors" means the register of special 
electors referred to in rule 64; 

"regist.ration numbm'" mcans the serial number appearing 
on thc registration record card and on the identification 
card of an elector; 

"revised list of' electors", in relation to a polling station, 
means the revised Jist, of lists of electors containing the 
names of'llersons entitled to vote at the polling station 
and includes the names of those persons added thereto 
by a supplcmental list referred to in rule 64A of tho 
H.egistration l~ules; 

"special ballot box" means a ballot box specialJy provided 
for the purpose of special voting undcr Part IV; ~ L. 

"spedal ballot paper" means a baJlot paper issued to aJ~ ,';) 
special elcctor under rule (ju; , -0· ~ 

·Th('M~ H.llrc~ hu\'(,: lieI'll nm(':lldeti lIy !.II(': rollowing: n.N. 7!1fH)6R, 70/l!)7 J. Act. 20 of 
U175, :!H Ill' IWili. n.N. 1:!:!1l!J7G, 1:!6/I!176, I:JH/1976, 48/1977, Ad 45 or 1979, 
L.~'", .)lfI!I~O lIud J,i:lfI!I~1. 

)..'+0 ~ 1,\ ~ I. 

L.R.O. III 990 
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"special elector" means an elector whose name appears on a 
list of special electors; 

"special voter" means a special elector who has cast his vote 
at an election; 

"voting booth" means an enclosure within a polling station 
provided for voters to mark their ballots in privacy. 

PART I 

ISSUE OF WRIT AND NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES 

3. On the receipt by the Commission of a writ of election, 
the Chief Election Officer shall immediately forward the 
writ to the Returning Officer to whom it is addressed and the 
Returning Officer shall, if he has not already done so, 
establish an office from which the affairs of the election shall 
be conducted. 

4. (1) The Returning Officer shall within two days after 
the receipt of a writ of election or within two days after he 
has been notified thereof by the Chief Election Officer, 
whichever may be the sooner, and not less than twelve clear 
days before the day fixed by the writ as nomination day-

(a) publish in the Gazette and in at least one news· 
paper election notices in the form set out as 
Form No. 35 in the Prescribed Forms Rules; 

(b) cause copies of the notices to be posted at his 
office and at such other places in the electoral 
district as he may deem necessary. 

(2) Every election notice shall specify-
(a) the day and place fixed under rule 6 for the 

examination of nomination documents; 
(b) the day and place fixed for the nomination of 

candidates; 
(e) the day and the hours fixed for taking the poll 

in the event of a contested election; 

\

(d) the place where and the day and time when the 
postal votes will be counted and the preliminary 
results of the poll announced; 
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(e) the place where and the day and time when the 
numbers of votes given to the several candidates will 
be finally determined; 

(f) the place where the Returning Officer has estab­
lished his office. 

5. Before the day fixed for the examination of nomination 
documents, the Chief Election Officer shall supply every Return­
ing Officer with at least two copies of the revised lists of electors 
for the polling divisions in his electoral district or, where the lists 
have not yet been prepared, with at least two copies of the pre­
liminary lists for the polling divisions. 

6. (1) On the eleventh day preceding nomination day, the 
Returning Officer shall attend, at the place fixed for the nomina­
tion of candidates, between the hours of nine o'clock in the morn­
ing and twelve noon for the purpose of receiving for scrutiny from 
any candidate or his agent the documents which are required by 
these Rules to be tendered or delivered on nomination day to the 
Returning Officer by or on behalf of a candidate for the purpose 
of his nomination. 

(2) Except for the purpose of delivering the documents 
referred to in subrule (1) or of assisting the Returning Officer, no 
person is entitled to attend proceedings during the time of the 
delivery of the documents to the Returning Officer unless he is a 
candidate or is the election agent of the candidate; but where a 
candidate acts as his own election agent, he may name one other 
person who shall be entitled to attend in place of his election 
agent. 

(3) Any person upon whom the right to attend is conferred 
by subrule (2) shall have the right to inspect and to object to the 
validity of any nomination paper. 

(4) No objections shall be made later than one hour after 
the close of the time for the delivery of nomination papers to the 
Returning Officer. 

(5) On receipt of the documents referred to in subrule (1), 
the Returning Officer shall carefully scrutinize the same and shall, 
not later than the hour offour o'clock on the same day, certify on 
each copy of the nomination paper and of the statutory declara­
tion of the candidate his decision as to whether the nomination 
paper is valid, or whether it is invalid and the reasons therefor, 
and shall thereafter return one copy of the nomination paper and 
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of the statutory declaration to the person presenting the same and 
shall retain the other copies. 

(6) The Returning Officer is entitled to hold a nomination 
paper invalid only on one of the following groun?s: 

(a) that the particulars of the candidate or the person 
signing the nomination paper or the statutory decla­
ration are not as required by law; 

(b) that the nomination paper or the statutory declara­
tion is not signed as so required. 

(7) Where the Returning Officer has certified that the 
nomination paper of a candidate is invalid, the candidate or his 
agent may appeal against the decision to a Judge in Chambers not 
later than the tenth day before nomination day, by filing with the 
Registrar and serving on the Returning Officer a notice in the 

Sub. Leg. form set out as Form No. 36 in the Prescribed Forms Rules. 

Nomination or 
candidates. 

Sub. Leg. 

(8) The Registrar shall give at least two days' notice in 
writing, to the appellant and to the Returning Officer, of the time 
and place fixed for the hearing of the appeal. 

(9) Every appeal under this rule shall be prosecuted and 
heard and determined by the Judge in such manner as may be 
prescribed by Rules of Court, and the costs of every such appeal 
shall be in the discretion of the Judge. 

(10) On every such appeal the appellant or the Returning 
Officer may be represented by Counselor Solicitor. 

(11) The Judge shall deliver his decision allowing or disal­
lowing the appeal not later than two days before nomination day, 
and every such decision shall be certified to the Returning Officer 
under the hand of the Judge or of the Registrar and shall be final 
to all intents and purposes. 

7. (1) On the day and at the place fixed for the nomination of 
candidates, the Returning Officer sbll attend between the hours 
of nine o'clock in the morning and twelve noon and between the 
hours of one and three o'clock in the afternoon for the purpose of 
receiving the nomination of any duly qualified candidate. 

(2) Every candidate for election shall be nominated by six 
or more persons, whose names appear on the lists of electors 
supplied to the Returning Officer under rule 5, signing as propos­
ers a nomination paper in duplicate in the form set out as Form 
No. 37 or 38, as the case may be, in the Prescribed Forms Rules, 
but a candidate shall be deemed to be validly nominated notwith-
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standing that subsequent to his signing the nomination paper any 
person by whom the nomination paper was signed has been 
struck off any of the lists of electors for that electoral district. 

(3) No nomination paper shall be valid or shall be acted 
upon by the Returning Officer unless it is accompanied by the 
consent in writing of the person therein nominated or, where the 
person is absent from Trinidad and Tobago, by the consent of his 
duly authorised agent expressed in duplicate in the form set out as 
Form No. 37 or 38, as the case may be, in the Prescribed Forms 
Rules. 

(4) The nomination paper shall state the full names and 
addresses of the candidate and his proposers, the occupation of 
the candidate and the registration numbers of his proposers. 

(5) Each candidate shall be nominated by a separate nomi­
nation paper. 

(6) A person shall not at any election be nominated as a 
candidate for more than one electoral district. 

(7) When at any election nomination papers are received 
nominating the same person as a candidate for more than one 
electoral district, every such nomination shall be deemed to be 
void and the deposit accompanying every such nomination shall 
forthwith be forfeited and paid into general revenue. 

8. Every candidate shall at the time fixed for the nomination ~tuIOf}' of 

of candidates cause to be delivered to the Returning Officer a q...=:.... 
statutory declaration of his qualifications made and subscribed to 
by him or, if he is absent from Trinidad and Tobago on the day 
when the same is subscribed, by his duly authorised agent, in 
duplicate in one of t!le forms set out as Form No. 39, Form No. 
40, Form No. 41, Form No. 42, Form No. 43, Form No. 44 in the 
Prescribed Forms Rules, as the case may be; and if the statutory SUb. Lea· 
declaration is not delivered as aforesaid the nomination of the 
candidate shall be deemed to be void. 

9. (1) A person shall not be validly nominated unless the sum ~~l:ol 
referred to in subrule (2) is deposited by him or on his behalf with . 
the Returning Officer at the place and between the hours referred 
to in rule 7(1). 

(2) The deposit in respect of an election to the House of 
Representatives is five hundred dollars, and in the case of an 
election to a Municipal Councilor a County Council is two 
hundred dollars. 

L.R.D. 1II980 
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(3) The deposit may be made either by the deposit of any 
legal tender, or by means of a banker's draft, or, with the consent 
of the Returning Officer, in any other manner; but the Returning 
Officer may refuse to accept the deposit sought to be made by 
means of a banker's draft, if he does not know that the drawer 
carries on business in Trinidad and Tobago. 

10. Except for the purpose of delivering nomination papers or 
of assisting the Returning Officer, no person shall be entitled to 
attend proceedings during the time of the delivery of nomination 
papers to the Returning Officer under rule 7 unless he is a person 
standing nominated as a candidate or is the election agent of such 
a person; but where a candidate acts as his own election agent, he 
may name one other person who shall be entitled to attend in 
place of his election agent. 

11. (1) Where a nomination paper and the candidate's consent 
thereto and his statutory declaration of qualifications are deli­
vered and the deposit is made in accordance with these Rules, the 
candidate shall be deemed to stand nominated unless and until 
the Returning Officer decides that the nomination paper is invalid 
or proof is given to the satisfaction of the Returning Officer of the 
candidate's death, or the candidate withdraws. 

(2) The Returning Officer shall accept as valid any nomina­
tion paper and statutory declaration which under rule 6 has been 
certified as valid by the Returning Officer or by a Judge or the 
Registrar. 

(3) If the Returning Officer decides that a nomination 
paper not referred to in subrule (2) is invalid he shall, if he has 
not previously done so, as soon as practicable certify the same on 
the nomination paper and statutory declaration as in rule 6(5). 

(4) Subject to rule 6(11), the decision of the Returning 
Officer that a nomination paper is invalid shall be final and shall 
not be questioned in any proceeding whatsoever. 

(5) Subject to subrule (4), nothing in this rule shall prevent 
the validity. of a nomination being questioned on a representation 
petition. 

12. (1) The Returning Officer shall cause a copy ofthe nomina­
tion paper and of the statutory declaration delivered by or on 
behalf of every candidate to be posted up at the place appointed 
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for the delivery of nomination papers and shall cause the same to 
be kept posted up for the period of seven days commencing on 
the day after that fixed for the nomination of candidates. 

(2) Every copy referred to in subrule (1) shall be certified 
by the Returning Officer to be a correct copy of the original and 
shall be open for scrutiny by the public while posted up. 

(3) Every nomination paper rejected by the Returning 
Officer shall be endorsed with a note of the decision that the 
nomination paper is invalid or of any othet reason why the person 
nominated no longer stands nominated. 
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Officer to the Comptroller of Accounts. "",n. 

(2) The full amount of every such deposit made under rule 
9 shall be returned by the Comptroller of Accounts to the person 
who made the deposit or his personal.representatives upon the 
production by him or his personal representatives, as the case 
may be, of a certificate from the Chief Election Officer that the 
candidate was elected or that he died before the close of the poll 
on polling day or that he has polled not less than one-eighth of 
the total number of votes polled by all the candidates in the 
electoral district. 

(3) For the purpose of subrulc (2), the number of votes 
polled by a candidate shall be the number of votes counted for the 
candidate in accordance with these Rules. 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in this rule, every deposit 
made under rule 9 shall, at the expiration of one month from the 
conclusion of the election in respect of which it was made, be 
forfeited and paid into general revenue. 

14. (1) Any candidate may withdraw from his candidature at 
any time not less than five clear days before polling day by deliv­
ering to the Returning Officer a declaration in writing to that 
effect signed by himself and attested by the signatures of at least 
two of the proposers of his nomination, and any votes cast for the 
candidate who has so withdrawn shall be null and void. 

(2) In the case of a candidate who is outside Trinidad and 
Tobago, a notice of withdrawal signed by his duly authorised 
agent and attested by at least two of the proposers of his nomina-

R.P.A.IS 
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tion and accompanied by a written declaration also so signed and 
attested of the candidate's absence from Trinidad and Tobago 
shall be of the same effect as a notice of withdrawal under sub rule 
(1); but where the candidate stands nominated by more than one 
nomination paper, the notice of withdrawal shall be attested by at 
least two of the proposers on each of the nomination papers filed 
in favour of the candidate. 

(3) When a candidate has withdrawn after the ballot papers 
are printed, the Returning Officer shall advise each presiding 
officer in his electoral district of the withdrawal and, when time 
permits, shall distribute to each presiding officer a printed notice 
of withdrawal. 

(4) On polling day each presiding officer shall post up a 
copy of the printed notice of withdrawal in a conspicuous place in 
his polling station. 

(5) If time does not permit of the printing and distribution 
of the notice, the presiding officer upon being advised of the 
withdrawal of any candidate shall himself prepare by hand a 
notice to that effect and post it up in a conspicuous place in his 
polling station. 

(6) In either case the presiding officer shall, before admit· 
ting an elector within the voting booth to register his vote, inform 
the elector of the withdrawal of the candidate. 

15. (1) If more than one person stands validly nominated after 
all the decisions as to the validity or non-validity of all the nomi­
nation papers have been made by the Returning Officer, a poll 
shall be taken in accordance with these Rules. 

(2) If only one person stands validly nominated that nomi­
nated person shall forthwith be publicly declared elected by the 
Returning Officer, who shall immediately thereafter certify by 
endorsement on the writ of election, in the forms set out as Form 
No. 45 in the Prescribed Forms Rules, the return'of such candi­
date and shall return the writ so endorsed to the Chief Election 
Officer within the time for that purpose specified therein. 

(3) Save as is provided for in rule 7, if before a poll is taken 
under subrule (1) the number of persons standing nominated is 
reduced to one, the remaining person standing nominated shall 
be declared to be elected in accordance with subrule (2). 
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PART II 

PREPARATION FOR THE POLL 

16. (1) When a poll is to be taken, the Returning Officer shall, 
as soon as practicable after nomination day, give notice by publi­
cation in one or more daily newspapers of-

(a) the day on which and the hours during which the poll 
will be taken; 

(b) the situation of each polling station; 
(e) the name and address and occupation of each candi­

date nominated for election as given in his nomina­
tion paper, and the symbol assigned to him. 

(2) The Returning Officer shall also cause notices in the 
form set out as Form No. 46 in the Prescribed Forms Rules to be 
posted at his office and at such other places in his electoral district 
a he may deem necessary. 

17. (1) If before the closing of the poll proof is given' to the 
satisfaction of the Returning Officer of the death of any of the 
candidates, the Returning Officer shall countermand notice of the 
poll, and all proceedings with reference to the election shall be 
commenced afresh in all respects as if the writ had been received 
on the day on which proof was given to the Returning Officer of 
the death; but no fresh nomination shall be necessary in the case 
of a person shown in the notice of taking of the poll as standing 
nominated. 

(2) Where by reason of the death of a candidate, proceed­
ings are commenced afresh under this rule, then the Returning 
Officer shall fix-

(a) a new date for the nomination of candidates being a 
. date not more than fourteen days after the date on 
which proof was given to him of the death of the 
person shown as standing nominated; and 

(b) a new date for the taking of the poll which date shall 
not be less than seven days from the new date fixed 
for the nomination of candidates. 
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19. (1) The Returning Officer shall establish in his electoral 
district such number of polling stations and in such locations as 
the Chief Election Officer shall determine, each polling station 
being in premises of convenient access, with an outside entrance 
for the admission of electors, and, where possible, an exit through 
which electors may leave after they have voted. 

(2) Each polling station shall contain one or more voting 
booths so arranged that each elector may be screened from 
observation and may without interference or interruption mark 
his ballot paper. In each voting booth there shall be provided a 
table or desk for the use of electors in marking their ballots. 

(3) A polling station may be made to serve more than one 
polling division. 

(4) Each presiding officer shall take care before the poll is 
opened that his polling station is provided with proper conveni­
ences for the purposes of these Rules and that the same are 
properly arranged for giving effect to the provisions of these 
Rules with respect to the taking of the poll. 

(5) In cases where the unit register of electors for a polling 
division has been divided into two parts, a polling station shall be 
provided for each part of the register. 

20. (1) Ballot boxes shall be constructed of a durable material 
and designed to accommodate not less than 800 ballots. 

(2) Each ballot box shall be designed with a slot at the top 
for the insertion of the ballot and the slot shall be wide enough to 
permit insertion of ballots but not their withdrawal. The slot is to 
be equipped with a locking device operable from the inside of the 
box so that when it is locked from the inside it cannot be opened 
unless the box is unlocked by means of the outside lock which is 
to be located at the upper front of the box; 

(3) Ballot boxes shall be numbered consecutively beginning 
with the number" I" preceded by the initials "E.C." (Elections 
Commission). 

(4) Each ballot box in use at an election shall bear the name 
of the electoral district in which it is being used and the polling 
station number. 

21. (1) The Commission shall cause all ballot boxes to be sec­
urely kept and they shall be in its custody and control at all times 
except when they are in use at an election or when they are being 
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used by a Court for the purposes of a petition or prosecution 
relating to an election. 

(2) The Commission shall cause all ballot boxes to be prop­
erly protected and preserved from damage or unnecessary 
deterioration and to be kept in 'good and proper repair, and shall 
not permit any person to tamper with them. 

22. (1) As soon as possible after the nomination of candidates ~~)f~r~pe,,· 
for an election the Commission shall cause ballot papers to be ~o of 1976). 

printed for use in that election. 

(2) A ballot paper is a paper on which there is printed­
(a) the name of each candidate, arranged alphabetically 

in order of surnames and numbered consecutively 
from the top beginning with the number "I"; 

(b) the address and occupation of each candidate; 
(c) the symbol assigned to each candidate. 

(3) The name, address and occupation of a candidate shall 
be printed on ballot papers exactly as they appear on the nomina- . 
tion paper of that candidate. 

(4) A ballot paper when completed shall be in the form set Sub."", 

out as Form No.4 7 in the Prescribed Forms Rules. 

(5) Subject to sub rule (6), ballot papers shall be printed by 
the Government Printer who shall comply with the specifications 
and delivery dates prescribed by the Chief Election Officer. For 
this purpose the Government Printer shall keep in stock and in 
safe custody at all times a sufficient supply of the type of paper 
required for the printing of ballot papers at an election. 

(6) Where the Government Printer is unable to complete 
the printing of ballot papers he may arrange for the printing to be 
done by a private printery but ballot papers for one constituency 
shall not be printed by more than one private printery. 

(7) The Government Printer is required to deliver ballot 
p~pers wherever they may be printed to the Chief. Election 
Officer. He shall deliver all the ballot papers printed and shall so 
certify to the Chief Election Officer. He shall also be required to 
certify that all spoilt or defective ballot papers printed have been 
destroyed and that all unused paper of the type used for the 
printing of ballot papers is in his possession and accounted for. 
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23. (1) There shall be affixed to every ballot paper, and printed 
on every special ballot paper opposite the name of each indepen­
dent candidate, one of the symbols numbered 1 to 15 shown in 
the Schedule, 

(2) On the application of any politicaJ party desirous of 
using at an election the same symbol for all its candidates at the 
election (in these Rules referred to as "the party symbol"), which 
application shall be made not later than three days after the pub­
lication of the election notice for the election, the Commission 
may assign to such party the party symbol so applied for, and the 
symbol shall thereupon become the party symbol of the party for 
the election and all subsequent elections, unless and until, on 
application made as above, another party symbol is assigned to 
the political party. 

(3) If a political party does not make an application in 
accordance with the provisions of subrule (2), the Commission 
shall in its discretion assign to the party anyone of the symbols 
numbered 16 to 30 shown in the Schedule and the symbol shall be 
the party symbol of the party for the election. 

(4) The party symbols assigned to political parties by the 
Commission under subrules (2) and (3) shall be affixed to every 
ballot paper and printed on every special ballot paper opposite 
the name of each party candidate. 

(5) The Commission shall cause the party symbols assigned 
under subrules (2) and (3) to be published in the Gazelle as soon 
as possible after the party symbols have been so assigned. 

(6) A Returning Officer shall not recognize a candidate as a 
party candidate unless he has been informed on nomination day 
by the candidate in writing that he is a member of the party and 
this membership is confirmed by a list of party candidates sup­
plied to the Returning Officer by the party of which he claims 
membership not later than nomination day. 

(7) The Chief Election Officer shall inform all Returning 
Officers before nomination day of all political parties to which 
symbols have been assigned, and of the symbols so assigned. 

24. The Registration Officers for the polling divisions in the 
electoral district for which an election is being held shall at least 
two clear days before polling day transmit to the Returning 
Officer of that electoral district the unit registers of electors for 
the polling divisions together with the keys for the binders of the 
registers and, in respect of each such register, the file of answers 
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to questions given by illiterate and disabled electors on their 
registration as electors; and on receipt thereof the Returning 
Officer shall give to the Registration Officer a receipt for the 
same. 

25. (1) The Commission shall cause a sufficient number of ~~:::'-"~~dor 
copies of the revised lists of electors for each polling station to be 'r Ii,,, of 

printed and to be delivered to the appropriate Returning Officer, • don, 

and the Returning Officer shall dispose of the same in accordance 
with this rule, 

(2) An election officer shall be entitled to as many copies of 
the lists of electors as he requires and as are approved by the 
Commission. 

(3) Every candidate shall be entitled to a copy of the 
revised list of electors for each polling station in his electoral 
district free of cost. 

(4) The Returning Officer shall retain in his office for 
inspection by the public a copy of the revised list of electors for 
each polling station in his electoral district. 

(5) Available copies of the revised lists of electors for his 
electoral district shall be sold by the Returning Officer to candie 
dates and to the general public at a price to be determined by the 
Commission. 

26. (1) The Returning Officer shall at least two clear days E~~m~:~~!, 
before polling day furnish to each presiding officer in his electoral '1'20 '1976), 

district for use at his polling station a ballot box with locking 
devices, a polling station diary, a rubber stamp with X mark to be 
used by electors to mark their ballots, and a guidance ballot, 
together with-

(a) at [east three copies of printed directions, in the form 
set out as Form No. 48 in the Prescribed Forms Sub, leg. 

Rules, for the guidance of electors in voting; 
(b) a copy of or excerpts from these Rules; 
(e) the register of electors for the polling station; 
(d) three copies of the revised list of electors entitled to 

vote at the polling station; 
(e) the file of answers to questions by electors whose 

names appear on the revised lis't of electors; 
(f) a sufficient number of poll cards for at least the 

number of electors on the revised list of electors; 

-LoR,a, 1Il9BO 
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(g) a poll card box made of some durable material with 
one lock and key and a slit or narrow opening in the 
top, and so constructed that poll cards may be intro­
duced therein but cannot be withdrawn therefrom 
unless the box is unlocked; 

(h) an imprinter or other device so designed that it may 
print or stamp on a poll card the numbers of the 
electoral district and of the polling sta tion and the 
date of the election at which it is to be used and also 
the name and registration number from an 
identification card; 

(i) the several forms of oaths to be administered to elec­
tors printed together on a card; 

(j) the necessary envelopes and such other forms and 
supplies as may be authorised or furnished by the 
Commission; 

(k) the key to the poll card box, and the key to the 
carrying case referred to in subrule (2), each sealed 
in a separate envelope; 

(I) the necessary supplies of electoral ink, 

(2) When the register of electors is furnished by the Return­
ing Officer to the Presiding Officer as in sub rule (1)(e)-

(a) the binder of the register shall be locked so that no 
registration record card can be removed from the 
register unless it is torn therefrom; 

(b) the binder and the file of answers to questions shall 
be locked in a carrying case and the binder or the 
carrying case shall be sealed by the Returning 
Officer before its delivery to the Presiding Officer; 

(e) the Returning Officer shall retain in his possession 
the key of the binder; 

(d) the carrying case may not be opened, nor shall the 
seal on the binder or the carrying case be broken, 
except at such time and place as the Returning 
Officer shall direct. 

(3) Until the opening of the poll the Presiding Officer shall 
keep the register of electors and file of answers to questions care­
fully locked in the carrying case referred to in subrule (2), and the 
other documents ,md articles furnished to him under subrule (1) 
carefully locked in the poll card box, and shall take every precau­
tion for their safekeeping and to prevent any person from having 
unla wful access to them, 
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(4) Before the hour fixed for the opening of the poll the 
Presiding Officer shall post in conspicuous places inside and out­
side the polling station copies of the directions referred to in 
subrule (1)(a). 

(5) Each Presiding Officer shall, before polling day, visit his 
polling station and see that it is provided with proper conveni­
ences, as provided by these Rules, for taking the poll. 

PART III 

TAKING OF THE POLL 

27. (1) Subject to subrule (2), the taking of the poll at each 
polling station shall be between six o'clock in the morning and six 
o'clock in the afternoon of the same day. 

(2) If at the hour of the closing of the poll there are any 
electors within the polling station who have not cast their votes, 
the poll shall be kept open a sufficient time to enable them to 
vote. 

28. Every employer shall permit each elector in his employ­
ment to be absent from his work on polling day during the hours 
of the poll for two hours in addition to the normal mid-day meal 
hour. 

29. (1) A Returning Officer may, if he thinks fit, preside at a 
polling station in his electoral district and these Rules relating to 
the Presiding Officer shall apply to the Returning Officer so 
presiding with the necessary modifications as to things to be done 
by the Returning Officer. 

(2) A Presiding Officer may do, by a deputy Presiding 
Officer or a poll clerk, any act (including the asking of questions) 
which he is required or authorised by these Rules to do at a 
polling station except order the arrest, exclusion or removal of 
any person from the polling station. 
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30. (1) Subject to subrule (2), each candidate or his election ~:l;~\:;:,; 
agent may before the commencement of the poll, appoint- .gent. 

R.P.A.19 

(a) one polling agent to attend at each polling station for 
such purposes as are provided by these Rules;. and . 

(b) one counting agent to be present at the issue and] ~¥ .0~ 
opening of postal ballot papers, to attend the count- \ '1'+0 ~ \'1.8 ~ , 

L.R.O. 111980 
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ing of the votes of postal voters and to attend the 
declaration by the Returning Officer of the result of 
the poll; 

but where any such agent is a paid agent he shall be appointed by 
the election agent. 

(2) An appointment of a polling agent shall be in the form 
set out as Form No. 49 in the Prescribed Forms Rules and an 
appointment of a counting agent shall be in the form set out as 
Form No. 50 in the Prescribed Forms Rules. 

(3) An appointment of a polling agent shall be made before 
he assumes duty on polling day and shall be presented by the 
polling agent to the Presiding Officer of the polling station for 
which he was appointed; and an appointment of a counting agent 
shall be presented by the counting agent to the Returning Officer 
concerned before he attends any proceedings referred to in sub­
rule (1)(b). 

(4) If a polling agent or a counting agent dies, or becomes 
incapable of acting, the candidate or his election agent, as the 
case may be, may appoint ano,her such agent in his place and the 
provisions of subrules (2) and (3) shall apply in respect of any 

I such appointment. 

(5) A candidate may himself do any act or thing which any 
polling agent of his, if appointed, would have been authorised to 
do, or may assist his polling agent in doing any such act or thing; 
but no candidate and his polling agent shall be in the same polling 
station at the same time for more than ten consecutive minutes. 

(6) A polling agent may, with the permission of the Presid­
ing Officer, absent himself from the polling station during any 
period except the hour immediately prior to the closing of the 
poll. 

(7) Where by these Rules any act or thing is required or 
authorised to be done in the presence of the candidates or their 
election agents, polling agents or counting agents, the non­
attendance of any such candidate or agent at the time and place 
appointed for the purpose, does not, if the act or thing is other­
wise duly done, invalidate the act or thing done. 

31. (1) Before entering a polling station a declaration of sec­
recy, in the form set out as Form No. 51 in the Prescribed Forms 
Rules, shall be made by every person referred to in rule 32. 

(2) The Chief Election Officer, the Assistant Chief Election 
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Officer, a registration supervisor, a Returning Officer 
or an election clerk shall make the declaration referred to 
in subrule (1) in the presence of a Justice; and any other 
person shall make the declaration in the presence either 
of a Justice, Returning Officer or election clerk, and 
section 64(1), (2), (3), (5) and (6) of the Act shall be read 
to the declarant by the person taking the declaration. 

32. The Presiding Officer shall regulate the number Adm',,'on to 

of electors to be admitted to his polling station at the ~~~II~~. 
same time, and shall exclude all other. persons except [20 of )976). 

such of the following persons who he is satisfied have 
made the declaration required under rule 31: 

(n) the candidatcs and thcir clection agents; 
(b) the polling agents appointed to attend at the 

polling station; 
(e) the police officers on duty; 
(d) the companions of physically incapacitated 

electors; 
(e) the Chief Election Officer, an Assistant Chief 

Election Officer, a registration supervisor, the 
Returning Officer, the election clerk, the deputy 
Presiding Officer and the poll clerks. 

33. (1) The Presiding Officer shall cause every part of Acr.n~'ment 
h II ' t t' t b' I' . f h' II' h of polling t e po mg sa IOn 0 e III p am VIew 0 Imse, t e ".tlon. 

deputy Presiding Officer, the poll clerk and of any polling ~bO~:9l:7.). 
agent, candidate or election agent who may be present. 

(2) Subject to rule 48, an Elcction Officer shall not 
be in a position that will permit him to see how a voter 
votes or has voted. 

(3) Subject to rule 48, the Presiding Officer shall 
not allow any person except the companion of a physically 
handicapped voter to be in any position that will permit 
such person to see or ascertain how that voter votes or 
has voted. 

(4) At frequent intcrvals during the hours of the 
poll, but not when an elector is voting, the Presiding 
Officer or deputy Presiding Officer shall inspect the voting 
booth to ensure that it has not been disarranged. 

(5) While a poll is in progress neither the ballot 
box nor the poll card box shall be unlocked for any 
purpose. 

34. The Presiding Officer, the deputy Presiding Officer ::Jf.~~ :t~tlon 
and the poll clerk shall arrive at their polling station on g'ffi~~'~I~' 

[70/1971 
20 of 19761. 

L.R.O. J/l990 
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polling day not later than two hours he fore the opening 
of the poll. 

35. (1) Immediately before the opening of the poll 
the Presiding Officer shall in th" presence of-

(a) the deputy Presiding Officer and the poll 
clerk; and 

(b) the candidates or their agents, 
open and inspect the ballot box to ascertain that there 
are no ballot papers or other papers or material therein, 
after which the box shall be locked by means of the outside 
lock, placed on the table of the Presiding Officer in full 
view of all present and shall remain so placed until the 
close of the poll. 

(2) Where neither the candidates nor their agents 
are present, the Presiding Officer shall call upon two 
electors to witness the opening of the ballot box. 

(3) The Presiding Officer shall opcn and inspcct 
the poll card box in the samc manner as t.he ballot. hox. 
The Presiding Officer shall then loek the poll canI box, 
and place it on his table in full view of all preHent wher" 
it shall remain until the close of the poll. 

(4) The Presiding Officer shall in signed writing 
record in the polling station diary, the opening and in· 
spection of the ballot box and the poll card box and the 
persons in whose presence the opening and inspection 
were carried out shall sign t,he record as witncssc~. 

36. No person shall be entitled to vote at a polling station 
for any polling division unless his registration reeord card 
appears in the unit register of electors for that polling 
division or his name appears on the revised list of electors 
for that polling division, or subject to rule 64(2) his name 
is included on the revised list. of electors for that polling 
station. 

37. (1) It is the duty of the Presiding Officer to keep 
order at his polling station. 

(2) If a person misconducts himself \n a poIling 
station, or fails to obey the lawful orders of the Pre­
siding Officer, he may immediately, by ordct· of the 
Presiding Officer, be removed from the polling station 
by a police officer or by any other person authorised in 
writing by the Presiding Officer to remove him; and the 
person so removed shall not without the permission of the 
Presiding Officer, again enter the polling station on polling day 
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(3) Any person so removed may, if charged with the com­
mission in the polling station of an offence, be dealt with as a 
person taken into custody by a police officer for an offence with­
out a warrant. 

(4) The powers conferred by this rule shall not be exer­
cised so as to prevent an elector who is otherwise entitled to vote 
at a polling station from having an opportunity of voting at that 
station. 

38. (1) Subject to sub rule (5), forthwith upon entering a pol­
ling station to register his vote at an election, every elector shall 
hand his identification card to the poll clerk who shall thereupon 
examine the revised list of electors for the polling station. 

(2) In subrule (1), the expression "identification card" 
includes, for the purposes of a Municipal Council election the 
identification card issued under section 16(1)(b) of the Act, to a 
person who, but for the provisions of section 13(1)(c), (d) or (e) 
of the Act, would not be qualified to be registered as an elector. 

(3) If the name of the elector is included in the said list, the 
poll clerk shall record on a poll card the consecutive number of 
the person appearing in the list, and by means,of the appropriate 
imprinter or otherwise, the name and registration number of the 
person, the name of the electoral district and the number of the 
polling station and the date of the election. 

(4) Poll cards shall be in the form set out as Form No. 52 in 
the Prescribed Forms Rules and shall be numbered consecutively 
by the poll clerk. 

(5) If a prospective voter does not hand an identification 
card to the poll clerk, he shall give his name and address to the 
poll clerk who, if the name of such person is included on the 
revised list of electors, shall require the person to take an oath in 
the form set out as Form No. 53 in the Prescribed Forms Rules, 
and the poll clerk shall record upon the poll card which relates to 
such person the particulars referred to in subrule (3). 

(6) After the poll clerk has recorded upon a poll card the 
particulars referred to in subrule (3) or (5), he shall deliver the 
same to the elector who shall, subject to subrulcs (7) and (8), affix 
to the poll card his signature in the place provided for the same. 

(7) Where the elector is unable to sign his name beca)lse of 
illiteracy or physical disability he shall make an impression 'in ink 
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on the original of the poll card in the place directed by the poll 
clerk as follows: 

(a) with his right thumb, where he has one; 
(b) where he has no right thumb, with the finger, as 

ascertained by the poll clerk from the Presiding 
Officer, with which the elector is recorded as having 
made his impression on the registration record card. 

(8) Where the elector has no finger on either hand, the poll 
card shall be signed for and on his behalf by a person who profes­
ses to know him and who is an elector whose name appears on the 
revised list of electors for the polling station, or a candidate or 
polling agent or an election agent; and the poll clerk shall make a 
note to that effect upon the original of the poll card. 

(9) After the elector has signed his name or made his 
impression on the poll card, the poll clerk shall deliver to such 
person his identification card, if any, and direct him to give the 
poll card and identification card, if any, to the Presiding Officer. 

(10) Subject to rule 40(13), the poll clerk shall then mark 
the consecutive number of the poll card on the revised list of 
electors opposite to the name of the elector. 

(11) A prospective voter referred to in subrule (5) may be 
required by the Presiding Officer to stand in a separate line from 
and to be attended to after electors with identification cards. 

(12) The poll clerk shall direct any prospective voter whose 
name does not appear on the revised list of electors to the Presid­
ing Officer who shall check the unit register to see whether the 
name of the prospective voter appears therein. 

39. (1) During the period intervening between nomination day 
and polling day the Commission may issue or cause to be issued 
poll cards to prospective voters on the identity of the voter with 
the person named in the revised list being satisfactorily estab­
lished. 

(2) Where a poll card has been issued pursuant to subrule 
(1), the voter shall on his entering the polling station on polling 
day hand his poll card and identification card to the poll clerk who 
shall cause the elector to affix his signa~ure or sign his name in the 
manner prescribed by rule 38(6), (7) or (8) and thereafter sub­
rules (9), (10) and (11) of that rule shall apply. 
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40. (1) When a person hands his poll card and identification ~":din'" 
card, if any, to the Presiding Officer, the Presiding Officer shall '~ffice" g 

f h . h 'h . d I' . h h h 120 of 197. ort WIt examIne t e revIse 1st to ascertaIn w et er t e name 48119771, 

of the person is included in that list. 

(2) If the name of the person is included in the revised list 
the Presiding Officer shall compare-

(a) any signature on the poll card with that of the elector 
on his identification card; and 

(b) any photgraph on the identification card with the 
face of the person. 

(3) After having completed the action referred to in sub­
rules (1) and (2), if the Presiding Officer is satisfied that the 
person in question is the correct person and is entitled to vote at 
the election and at the polling station, he shall, where the elector 
has a hand with any fingers thereon, in the presence of the poll 
clerk and of any polling agent, candidate or election agent who 
may be present, inspect all the fingers of the elector. 

(4) If no mark of electoral ink appears upon any of the 
fingers of the elector the presiding officer shall signify.his permis­
sion for the e[ector to vote by- , 

(a) writing the initial letters of the Presiding Officer's 
name on the poll card; 

(b) cntering on the stub of the ballot paper intended to 
be given to that elector the consecutive number as 
recorded on the poll card and the number recorded 
against the elector's name on the revised list of elec­
tors in use at that polling station; 

(e) carefully detaching the ballots from the stub along I ~'-'.. Y AkC:c:.. 
the lines of perforation and placing the initial letters 1 I'" &e 1'1'\ 
of the Presiding Officer's name in the place provided .. 'l.. • 

on the ballot for so doing; 
(d) using the guidance ballot, instructing the elector in 

the procedure for voting and the manner in which 
the ballot is to be folded after the elector has 
signified his vote thereon; 

(e) delivering the ballot to the elector; 
(f) handing to the elector the rubber stamp with "X" 

mark or other instrument provided for electors to 
mark their ballots at the election and directing the 
elector to the voting booth where he shall mark his 
ballot by imprinting or marking an "X" against the 

L,R.Q, 111980 
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particulars of the candidate of his choice with the 
rubber stamp or other instrument provided therefor. 

(5) The elector shall then fold his ballot so that the initials 
of the Presiding Officer can be seen without opening the ballot 
return to the Presiding Officer displaying the ballot and handing 
over his poll card to him. Where the ballot is not so folded the 
Presiding Officer shall require the elector to fold the ballot as 
required by this subrule. 

(6) The Presiding Officer upon satisfying himself-
(a) that the ballot is the ballot he gave to the elector; 
(b) that the ballot is correctly folded, 

shall require the elector to immerse his finger in the electoral ink. 
When the elector so immerses his finger the Presiding Officer 
shall, after allowing the elector to insert his ballot into the ballot 
box, indicate on the poll card that the elector has voted and insert 
the poll card in the poll card box. 

However, the Presiding Officer shall not require an elector to 
immerse his finger in the electoral ink if he is satisfied-

(a) that the elector is suffering from some injury to all 
his fingers which is of such a nature as to render it 
undesirable for him to immerse any of his fingers in 
the electoral ink; or 

(b) that there is on the fingers of the elector any 
substance which in the opinion of the Presiding 
Officer is likely to prevent the adhesion of the 
electoral ink. 

(7) Where before issuing a ballot paper to an elector, the 
Presiding Officer inspects the fingers of that elector and finds 
them marked with electoral ink he shall not allow that elector to 
vote and shall make an entry to that effect in the polling station 
diary. 

(8) Where after an elector has marked his ballot as required 
by these Rules he refuses to immerse his finger in the electoral 
ink, the Presiding Officer shall not permit him to insert his ballot 
in the ballot box but shall require the elector to hand over his 
ballot and poll card to him for immediate destruction in the pres­
ence qf all persons present in the polling station and the Presiding 
Officer shall make an entry of this occurrence in the polling sta­
tion diary. 

(9) After having completed the action referred to in sub­
rules (1) and (2), if the Presiding Office .. is not satisfied as in 
subrule (3), subject to rule 41, he shall indicate the same to the 
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person and make a note to that effect on the poll card and shall 
retain the identification card of such person. 

(10) If a person referred to in subrule (9) insists on voting, 
the Presiding Officer shall follow the procedure set out in rule 
38( 4) to (7) and if the person is permitted to vote under those 
provisions, he shall not be entitled to do so unless he takes the 
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(11) The Presiding Officer shall note on the poll card the 
numbers of any oaths or declarations sworn to by an elector. 

(12) No elector who has refused to take an oath or affirma­
tion or to make any declaration or to answer any question or to 
immerse his finger in the electoral ink as required by these Rules 
shall be permitted to vote; and no such elector shall be again 
admitted to the polling station on polling day. 

(13) Where the Presiding Officer has not permitted an elec­
tor to vote, he shall pass the poll card issued to the elector to the 
poll clerk who shall thereupon delete the number of the poll card 
inserted opposite to the name of the elector on the revised list of 
electors; and he shall reassign the number to another elector. 

(14) Where a Presiding Officer has reasonable cause to sus­
pect that there is some foreign matter folded in a ballot, he may' 
examine that ballot by touch but in such a way so as not to 
contravene the requirement of secrecy. 

(15) Where upon examining the ballot, the Presiding Officer 
is of the opinion that there is some foreign matter folded therein, 
he shall so inform the elector and shall not permit him to insert 
the ballot in the ballot box. 

(16) Where the elector denies having placed any foreign 
matter in his ballot, the Presiding Officer shall call the attention 
of any Election Officers, any candidates or their agents present at 
the polling station, to the fact that there appears to be some 
foreign matter enclosed in the elector's ballot and inform them of 
his intention not to permit its insertion into the ballot box. 

(17) The Presiding Officer shall advise the elector that if he 
wishes to cast his vote his ballot shall be placed in a special 
envelope for suspect ballots, kept outside the ballot box. 

(18) Where the elector refuses to have his ballot placed in 
the envelope for suspect ballots, the Presiding Officer shall, in the 
presence of all persons in the polling station, destroy the ballot 

~~~~ 
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and the poll card and make an entry to that effect in the polling 
station diary. 

(19) An elector whose ballot is destroyed under subrule 18 
shall not be issued another ballot paper at that election. 

41. Where a Municipal Council election and a County Council 
election are held on the same day, the Presiding Officer notwith­
standing rule 40(4) shall not prohibit a person who is qualified to 
be an elector for the Municipal Council election under section 
13(l)(e) of the Act and who presents himself at a polling sta­
tion-

(a) in the Municipal Council electoral district from vot­
ing on the ground only that any finger of such person 
has a mark of electoral ink in use in the County 
Council election; or 

(b) in the County Council electoral district from voting 
on the ground only that any finger of such person has 
a mark of electoral ink in use in the Municipal Coun­
cil election, 

if the Presiding Officer is satisfied that the person is not exercising 
more than one vote either in the Municipal Council election or in 
the County Council election. The Presiding Officer shall require 
the elector to immerse any finger other than the finger bearing 
such electoral ink, in the appropriate electoral ink. 

42. Where an elector's name does not appear on the revised list 
of electors for the polling station at which he is qualified to vote 
but his registration record card appears in the unit register, the 
elector shall be required to take the oath in the form set out as 
Form No. 54 in the Prescribed Forms Rules before he is permit­
ted to vote and such oath shall be administered by the Presiding 
Officer. 

43. (1) Where an elector's registration record card is not in the 
unit register of electors for the polling station at which he is 
qualified to vote but his name appears on the revised list of elec­
tors for that polling station, the elector shall be required to take 
the oath in the form set out as Form No. 55, 56 or 57 in the 
Prescribed Forms Rules before he is permitted to vote and such 
oath shall be administered by the Presiding Officer. 

(2) Where an elector takes an oath under this rule or 
under rule 42, the provisions regarding the completion of forms 
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and procedures for the purposes of voting shall apply in so far as 
is practicable. 
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44. For the purpose of instructing electors in the procedure for ~~ 
voting and for informing them of the manner in which the ballot is (200i 1976(_ 

to be folded, the Presiding Officer shall use a guidance ballot 
provided by the Commission. 

45. Except as otherwise provided in these Rules voting shall be S,a,,, of 
ballot. 

secret and obscured from all persons except the votei. (20 of 1976(_ 

46. (1) An elector voting at a polling station shall mark his M~n"of 
ballot with the rubber stamp or other instrument provided which 120";3-1976(_ 
shall be handed to him by the Presiding Officer or deputy Presid-
ing Officer before he enters the voting booth. 

(2) The "X" shall be stamped or marked in the space pro­
vided therefor on the right hand side of the name of the candidate 
as printed on the ballot paper. 

(3) A ballot paper shall not be rejected by reason only that 
the "X" is stamped or marked outside the space provided or that 
more than one "X" is stamped or marked thereon so long as 
there is a clear indication as to the candidate for whom the elector 
intended to vote. 

47. (1) Every elector shall vote without undue delay and shall ;:~~::,~:::: 
leave the polling station as soon as he has registered his vote. (20 of 1976(_ 

(2) An elector shall not remain in the voting booth for 
longer than one minute without the consent of the Presiding 
Officer. 

48. Subject to rules 38 to 46, the Presiding Officer, on the 
application of an elector who is physically incapacitated by blind­
ness from voting in the manner directed by these Rules, shall 
require the elector to make oath in the form set out as Form No. 
58 or 59 in the Prescribed Forms Rules, as the case may be, and 
on the elector making such oath the Presiding Officer shall, in the 
presence of the elector, the poll clerk and any other polling agent 
who may be present, record the vote of the elector in the manner 
directed by him. 

Votes recorded 
by p,,,iding 
officer. 

Sub. Leg. 

49. (1) If an elector makes an application to the Presiding ~~~ci~i,od 
Officer to be allowed on the ground of physical incapacity other F:""'~-976( 
than blindness to vote with the assistance of another person by 200 -

whom he is accompanied (in these Rules referred to as "the 

LoR.O. J1J980 



LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

148 Chap. 2:01 Representation of the People 
[Subsidiaryl Election Rules 

companion"), the Presiding Officer shall require the elector to 
make oath in the form set out as Form No. 59 in the Prescribed 

Sub. Leg. Forms Rules. 

Mode or YOling 
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(2) On the elector making such oath the Presiding Officer 
shall require the companion to make a declaration, in the form set 
out as Form No. 60 in the Prescribed Forms Rules, that the 
companion is a qualified person within the meaning of this rule 
and has not previously assisted more than one physically incapaci­
tated person to vote at the election. 

(3) Upon the applicant and the companion complying with 
subrules (1) and (2), and subject to rules 38 to 47, the Presiding 
Officer shall grant the application, and thereupon anything which 
is by these Rules required to be done to or by the elector in 
connection with the giving of his vote may be done to, or with the 
assistance of, the companion. 

(4) For the purpose of this rule, a person is qualified to 
assist a physically incapacitated person if that person is either­

(a) a person who is entitled to vote as an elector at the 
election, or 

(b) the father, mother, brother, sister, husband, wife, 
son or daughter of the physically incapacitated elec­
tor and has attained the age of eighteen years. 

(5) Nothing in this rule applies or shall be deemed to apply 
to a person who is physically incapacitated by reason of blindness. 

50. (I) Subject to these Rules as to proof of qualification as an 
elector, if a person representing himself to be a particular elector 
presents himself to vote at an election after another person has 
voted as such person, he shall be entitled to vote after taking the 
oath of identity, in the form set out as Form No. 61 in the Pre­
scribed Forms Rules, and otherwise establishing his identity to 
the satisfaction of the Presiding Officer. 

(2) In such case the Presiding Officer shall place the initial 
letters of his names on the ballot paper and the poll card of the 
elector and shall enter thereon-

(a) a note of the elector having voted after another per­
son had voted as such elector; 

(b) the fact of the oath of identity having been required 
and taken by such elector; and 

(c) any objections made on behalf of any and of which 
of the candidates. 
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(3) Where there is contained in the register of electors a 
name, address and occupation which corresponds so closely with 
the name, address and occupation of a person who presents him­
self to vote at a polling station as to suggest that the entry in such 
register was intended to refer to him, such person shall, upon 
taking the oath in the form set out as Form No. 54 in the Pre­
scribed Forms Rules and complying in all other respects with 
these Rules, be permitted to vote. , 

(4) An elector, if required by the Presiding Officer, the poll 
derk, a candidate, a polling agent, an election agent or by an 
elector present, shall before voting take an oath in the form set 
out at Form No. 55 in the Prescribed Forms Rules, and if the 
elector refuses to take the same, the Presiding Officer shall not 
permit him to vote and shall make a note to that effect on his poll 
card. 

(5) A married woman whose maiaen name appears on the 
revised list of electors and whose registration record card in such 
name is in the unit register and who presents her identification 
card bearing her maiden name shall be permitted to vote after 
having taken such oath as to her identity as may be required. An 
entry shall be made in respect of this event in the polling station 
diary. 

51. (1) A Presiding Officer may, and ifrequired by a candidate 
or a polling agent shall, put to any elector after he has entered the 
polling station the following questions, or either of them, that is 
to say-

(a) are you the same pe.rson whose name appears as 
A.B. in the register of electors for this polling sta­
tion? 

(b) have you already voted here or elsewhere at this 
election? 

(2) A person required to answer the above questions or any 
of them shall not be permitted by the Presiding Officer to vote 
unless he has answered the first question in the affirmative and 
the 'second question in the negative. 

(3) Where a prospective voter affixes his impression to the 
poll card, and his registration record card and his identification 
card, if any, have imprinted thereon an impression in lieu of a 
signature, the Presiding Officer may, and shall, if required by a 
candidate or a polling agent, put to such person the questions the 
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answers to which, if any, are recorded in respect of such person in 
the file of answers to questions of il!iterate and disabled electors. 

(4) The Presiding Officer shall record the answers of a per­
son obtained under subrule (3) in the form set out as Form No. 62 

Sub. Leg. in the Prescribed Forms Rules in the presence of the poll clerk 
and of any pol!ing agent, candidate or election agent who may be 
present, and the answers given shall be signed by the Presiding 
Officer and the poll clerk and, if they so desire, by any such 
pol!ing agent, candidate or election agent. 

Challenge of 
elector. 

(5) If the answers to the questions referred to in sub rule (3) 
are the same or substantially the same as the answers recorded in 
the file of answers to questions of such elector, the Presiding 
Officer shall, subject to these Rules, permit such person to vote. 

(6) If the questions referred to in subrule (3) are not ans­
wered in the manner referred to in subrule (5), such person shall 
not be permitted to vote unless he takes the oath in the form set 
out as Form No. 54 in the Prescribed Forms Rules. 

(7) The Presiding Officer shall note on the poll card of the 
elector whether questions have been asked of the elector under 
any of the preceding subrules. 

52. (1) If between the time a person enters a pol!ing station for 
the purpose of voting and before he has left the polling station-

(a) a candidate or his pol!ing agent or election agent 
declares to the Presiding Officer that he has reason­
able cause to believe that the person has committed 
an offence of personation and undertakes to sub­
stantiate the charge in Court; or 

(b) the Presiding Officer has reasonable cause to believe 
that the person has committed the offence of perso­
nation, 

the Presiding Officer may order a police officer to arrest that 
person and the order of the Presiding Officer shall be sufficient 
authority for the police officer to do so. 

(2) A person who is arrested under this rule shall not by 
reason thereof be prevented from voting. 

(3) A person arrested under this rule shall be dealt with as 
a person taken into custody by a police officer for an offence 
without a warrant. 
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53. (1) Whenever the Presiding Officer does not understand 
the language spoken by any elector, he shall appoint an interpre­
ter who shall be the means of communication between the elector 
and any Election Officer at the polling station with reference to 
all matters required to enable that elector to vote, but in case no 
interpreter is found, the elector shall be allowed to vote. 

(2) Every interpreter appointed under this rule shall take 
oath in the form set out as Form No. 63 in the Prescribed Forms 
Rules, and the Presiding Officer shall make a note on the poll 
card of the elector of the appointment of the interpreter. 

54. (1) The Presiding Officer shall cause to be maintained at 
each polling station a record to be called a polling station diary. 

(2) The Presiding Officer shall cause to be recorded in the 
polling station diary, in addition to any event which in his opinion 
ought to be so recorded-

(a) the hour at which the poll was opened and whether 
the candidates or their agents were present; 

(b) the name of any person who votes under rule 50(1) 
or (5); 

(c) the name, address and identification card number of 
any person who claims to be registered and entitled 
to vote at that polling station but whose name does 
not appear on the revised list of electors or in the 
unit register at that polling station; 

(d) the name of any elector who is not permitted to vote 
because of his refusal to take an oath or to comply 
with any lawful direction of the Presiding Officer 
provided for in this Act or the Rules made thereun­
der and which is required to be complied with before 
the elector casts his vote; 

(e) any objection recorded by a candidate or his agent; 
(f) a ballot which, to the Presiding Officer, appears to 

contain some foreign element and is placed in the 
special envelope reserved for suspect ballots; 

(g) the name of any elector who is required to take an 
oath and the form of the oath; 

(h) a certificate as to the number of persons who voted 
at the polling station signed by them and other pol­
ling station officials; 

(i) destroyed ballots and spoiled ballots; 
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(j) a statement of the result of the poll; and 
(k) the circumstances surrounding any destroyed ballot. 

55. An elector who has inadvertently dealt with the ballot 
paper delivered to him in such manner that it cannot conveniently 
be used shall return it to the Presiding Officer who shall-

(a) deface it in such manner as to render it a spoiled 
ballot; 

(b) deliver another ballot paper to the elector; 
(c) place the spoiled ballot in an envelope provided 

therefor; and 
(d) cause a record thereof to be made in the polling 

station diary. 

56. (1) Where proceedings at a polling station are interrupted 
or obstructed by riot or open violence, the Presiding Officer shall 
suspend the proceedings and report the matter to the Returning 
Officer. Where the poll is not reopened by 6.00 p.m. it shall be 
adjourned until the following day. 

(2) Where the poll is adjourned at a polling station under 
this rule-

(a) the hours of the poll on the day to which it is 
adjourned shall be the same as for the original day; 
and 

(b) references in this Act to the close of the poll shall be 
construed accordingly. 

57. Immediately after the last elector has voted after 6.00 p.m. 
the Presiding Officer shall announce the close of the poll. 

58. (1) The Presiding Officer shall record in the polling station 
diary the hour at which the poll was closed and the number of 
persons who voted at that polling station as recorded on the stub 
of t he last ballot paper issued. 

(2) The Presiding Officer shall sign the record in the polling 
station diary referred to in subrule (1) and cause the deputy 
Presiding Officer, the poll clerk and such of the candidates or 
their agents as are present to append their signatures thereto. 
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PART IV 

SPECIAL VOTING 

59. An elector is eligible to be treated as a special elector if he rlO~rl~~~o,. 
is- -:1:8 of 1976}. 

R.P.A.21 

(a) a member of the Police Service, of the Special 
Reserve Police established under the Special a.. 15,03. 

Reserve Police Act, or of the Estate Police estab­
lished under the Supplemental Police Act; 

(b) a member of the Trinidad and Tobago Defence 

01. 15:02. 

Force; . 
(c) a member of the Elections Commission, the Chief \ ~ ¥ l\..lokA:= 

Election Officer, the Assistant Chief Election ;L,-\ C "\- I '\ g\,. 
Officer and a custodian; 

(d) the Returning Officer of an electoral district other 
than that in which he is registered for the purposes of 
the election; 

(e) a Presiding Officer, a deputy Presiding Officer or a 
poll clerk; 

(/) a polling agent; 
(g) a candidate or the husband or wife of a candidate for 

an electoral district other than that in which he is 
registered for the purposes of the election; 

(h) an election agent or sub-agent who is registered for 
the purposes of the election in an electoral district 
other than that of his candidate; 

(i) unable or likely to be unable to go in person to the 
polling station at which he is entitled to vote unless 
he travels between Trinidad and Tobago; 

(j) unable or likely to be unable to go in person to the 
polling station at which he is entitled to vote by 
reason of being-

(i) a patient in a public hospital, or in a private 
hospital approved by the Commission, or an 
inmate in a public institution; or 

(ii) a prisoner within the meaning of that expres-
sion in section 2 of the Prisons Act. a.. 13,01. 

(k) a member of the flight crew of an aircraft; 
(/) a person engaged in offshore petroleum operations. 

L.R.O. 111980 
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60. (1) Where his application is allowed under rule 62(1) an 
elector referred to in rule 59 may be treated as a special elector. 

(2) A special elector shall cast his ballot in the manner and 
at the time and place fixed for the casting of votes of special 
electors of the category to which he belongs as specified in rule 
59. 

61. A special elector is not entitled to vote at a polling station 
on polling day at an election for which he is a special elector. A 
special elector may vote only in accordance with the provisions of 
this Part. 

62. (1) An application to be treated as a special elector at an 
election shall be made between the date of the publication of an 
election notice and the third day after nomination day to the 
Returning Officer of the electoral district in which the applicant is 
registered as an elector and shall be allowed by the Returning 
Officer if he is satisfied that the applicant is eligible to be tre2 t "d 
as a special elector. 

(2) Subject to subrule (3), an application under subrule (1) 
shall be for a particular election only. 

(3) An application under subrule (1) that is made by a 
member of the Police Service or a member of the Special Reserve 
Police or of the Estate Police or of the Trinidad and Tobago 
Defence Force may be granted for an indefinite period but, where 
such an application is so granted the applicant shall cease to be 
entitled to be treated as a 'special elector in pursuance thereof if 
he ceases to serve in the Police Service or as a member of the 
Special Reserve Police or of the Estate Police or of the Trinidad 
and Tobago Defence Force. 

63. (1) The Returning Officer shall keep a record and a list of 
special electors and of the addresses furnished by them as the 
addresses to which their ballot papers are to be sent. 

(2) The persons to be entered in the record and list of 
special electors are those electors whose applications are allowed 
under rule 62(1), 

(3) The record of special electors shall be in the form that 
appears to the Commission to be convenient. 

(4) The names of special electors shall be arranged in the 
list of special electors in an alphabetical ',cries according to sur­
names, shall be numbered consecutively and shall be in the form 
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set out as Form No. 64 in the Prescribed Forms Rules. 

(5) The Returning Officer shall complete the preparation of 
the list of special electors not later than three days after nomina· 
tion day. 

(6) Not later than two days after the list of special electors 
has been prepared the Returning Officer shall publish it by mak­
ing a copy thereof available for inspection at his offi~e and shall 
cause a copy thereof to be delivered to the Chief Election Officer 
and to the Registration Officers of the registration units in which 
the said special electors are registered for the purposes of the 
election. 

(7) The Returning Officer shall make a copy of the record 
of special electors available for inspection at his office. 

(8) As soon as practicable after the preparation of the list of 
special electors, the Returning Officer shall, on request and with­
out fee, supply to each candidate or his election agent a copy of 
the list. 

(9) A Registration Officer on receiving a list of special elec­
tors under subrule (6) shall delete the names of any such electors 
from the relevant revised lists of electors. 
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64. The Registration Officer on receipt of the list of special Re~~',?f 
voters from the Returning Officer shall remove the registration ifs':.f t9~~f'" 
record cards of special voters from the unit registers and shall 
place them in alphabetical order according to surnames in a 
binder; and the cards shall be the register of special electors for 
such electoral district. 

65. Forthwith on the recei~t by him. of the list of special. elec- ~k= of 

tors under rule 63(6), the Chief Election Officer shall furnish to maleri,'] to 
. relwnmg 

the Returnmg Officer- olli .... 

(a) a sufficient number of special ballot papers for at 28 of 1976]. 

least the number of electors in the said list of special 
electors; 

(b) a statement showing the numbers of the special bal­
lot papers so supplied, with their serial numbers; and 

(c) the necessary envelopes and forms. 

66. (1) As soon as practicable, the Returning Officer shall fix~Special ballot 

the time and place for the issue of special ballot papers and shall liK'o7·19761. 

give at least two days' notice in writing thereof to each candidate 
for the electoral district. 

L.R.D. 1Il980 
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(2) At the time and place fixed under subrule (1) the 
Returning Officer shall issue to each special elector at the address 
furnished by him for the purpose a special ballot paper together 
with an envelope for their return, hereinafter referred to as a 
"covering envelope." 

(3) A special ballot paper shall be in the form set out as 
Form No. 65 in the Prescribed Forms Rules. 

67. No person other than-
(a) the Chief Election Officer, an Assistant Chief Elec­

tion Officer and a registration supervisor; 
(b) the Returning Officer and his election clerks; 

[

(c) the candidates for the electoral district and their 
election agents and counting agents; and 

(d) two electors for the electoral district selected by the 
Returning Officer, 

may be present at the proceedings on the issue or opening of 
special ballot papers. 

Oed.mHon of ~ 68. (1) Every person attending the proceedings on the issue or 
~O~?'i976 the opening of special ballot papers shall, before the commence-

8 of 1976). ment of any such proceedings, make a declaration of secrecy in 
Sub. Leg. the form set out as Form No. 66 in the Prescribed Forms Rules. 

(2) The Chief Election Officer, the Assistant Chief Election 
s.,.... \ _" _ Q 10~;'" Officer, a registration supervisor, a Returning Officer or an e1ec-

"'-"-Y-- tion clerk shall make the declaration in the presence of a Justice 
~ ~ \'\'!, (., . of the Peace and any other person shall make the declaration in 

the presence either of a Justice of the Peace or of the Returning 
Officer or election clerk; and section 64(4) and (6) of the Act 
shall be read to the declarant by the person taking the declara-

Marking of 
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tion. 

69. As each special ballot paper is issued, the name and 
1umber of the special elector on the list of special electors shall be 
called out and the Returning Officer shall' mark the number on 
the stub of the special. ballot paper, and shall place the initial 
letters of his names on the ballot paper in the place reserved 
therefor; and a mark shall be placed on the said list against the 
number of the elector to denote that a ballot paper has been 
issued to the elector but without showing the particular ballot 
paper issued. 

70. Where a Returning Officer is satisfied that two or more 
entries in the list of special electors relate to the same elector, he 
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shall not issue more than one ballot paper in respect of the same 
elector. 

71. The Returning Officer shall, in addition to the special ballot 
paper which he is required by rule 66 to send to a special elector, 
send a covering envelope with the declaration of identity in the 
form set out as Form No. 67 in the Prescribed Forms Rules 
printed and the address of the Returning Officer appearing 
thereon. 

72. All envelopes addressed to special electors shall be counted 
and forthwith delivered by the Returning Officer to the nearest 
post office, or such other office as may be arranged with the 
Postmaster General; and the Postmaster General shall cause to 
be stamped with the post office date stamp a form of receipt to be 
presented by the Returning Officer stating the number of 
envelopes so delivered, and shall immediately forward the 
envelopes for delivery to the persons to whom they are addres­
sed. 
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73. (I) The Returning Officer for each electoral district shall ~~~~pou;ng 
establish special polling stations at his office at which special elec- (28 or 1976J. 

tors for that electoral district may cast their ballots. 

(2) For such purpose immediately after the issue of speciaj ~ ~ 1\.l"L..~ 
ballot papers the Returning Officer shall provide a ballot box or .2-,* ~ ~ \ '\ s (, . 
ballot boxes. 

(3) Every such ballot box shall be shown open and empty to 
any candidate, counting agent, election agent or elector who may 
be present and shall then be locked by the Returning Officer and 
sealed with the seal of the Returning Officer and the seals of such 
of the above mentioned persons as desire to affix their seals in 
such manner as to prevent its being opened without breaking the 
seal. 

(4) Every such ballot box shall be marked "special ballot 
box" and with the name of the electoral district for which the 
election is held. 

(5) The Returning Officer shall make provision for the safe 
custody of every such ballot box. 

74. The Returning Officer, as soon as practicable after th~ Sea~U:P or 
completion of the issue of the special ballot papers and in the ira or 19~61. 
presence of the persons ref"rred to in rule 73(3), shall make up in ~ 1..,'''''' ,Jot.' 
a packet the copy of the list of special electors marked under rule ... (., c.o. 

d-'\co "\. \ '\ ~ . 
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69; and such packet shall be sealed with the seal of the Returning 
Officer and of any of the other persons present who desire to affix 
their seals thereto. 

75. The hours of operation of a special polling station estab­
lished for an electoral district under rule 73 shall be published in 
the Gazelle and in at least one daily newspaper circulated in 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

76. (1) Where the Commission is of the opinion-
(a) that any category of special elector as specified in 

rule 59 would be unable to vote at the polling station 
established under rule 73; or 

(b) that it is desirable for the convenience of the special 
electors of any such category to establish addition!ll 
special polling stations for the purpose, 

it may establish such additional polling stations as it considers 
appropriate. 

(2) Such additional special polling stations may be estab­
lished at such places as the Commission considers convenient and 
shall be open for use by the category of special elector referred to 
in subrule (1) without restriction as regards the electoral district 
to which he belongs. 

77. (1) A special polling station established under rule 76 shall 
be open at such times and places as may be fixed by the Commis­
sion. 

(2) The Commission shall give at least two days' notice of 
the establishment of such special polling station and shall state 
the class of special electors who may vote at ·the special station. 

78. No special polling station established under rule 76 may be 
opened later than two days before polling day. 

79. The .voting at a special polling station established under 
rule 76 shall be supervised by special Presiding Officers 
appointed by the Commission. 

80. The voting at a special polling station established under 
rule 73 shall be supervised by the Returning Officer or his elec­
tion clerk, and in so doing the Returning Officer or election clerk 
shall be designated a special Presiding Officer. 
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81. Each employer or person in charge of an institution shall, 
where notice is given to him by the Commission of its intention to 
establish a special polling station for the convenience of persons 
working, resident or confined in an area under his control, pro­
vide such facilities as may be necessary for the special Presiding 
Officer to function and for the special electors to cast their vote in 
secrecy. 

82. Before a special elector is permitted to cast his vote, the 
special Presiding Officer shall, after thl! special elector has 
identified himself-

(a) request the special elector to supply his name and 
address and occupation, and where the polling sta­
tion is established under rule 76, the electoral dis­
trict for which he is a special elector, the covering 
envelope and if available, his identification card; 

(b) check the list of special electors for that electoral 
district supplied to him by the Chief Election Officer 
to establish whether there is an entry corresponding 
to the information given; 

(e) where the check required by paragraph (b) estab­
lishes the information given, request him to dis­
play-

(i) the special ballot paper in his possession so as 
to ensure that it has not yet been marked for 
any candidate, and if unmarked, that it bears 
an initial in the area reserved for signature of 
the Returning Officer; 

(ii) the covering envelope bearing the address of 
the Returning Officer for his electoral district 
with the declaration of identity. 

(d) request him to complete and sign the declaration of 
·identity on the outside of the covering envelope, 
compare the signature with that on the identification 
card if presented and sign the declaration of identity 
in the space provided for the signature of the special 
Presiding Officer; 

(e) provide the special voter with the rubber stamp or 
any other writing instrument for him to mark the 
ballot for the candidate of his choice and then direct 
him to the area provided for voters to mark their 
ballot in secrecy and instruct him in the form ID 

which it is to be folded when being returned; 
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(f) after the special elector has marked his ballot paper 
and displayed the folded ballot, the special Presiding 
Officer shall ensure that the folded ballot bears the 
initial of the Returning Officer in the space pro­
vided, request him to place it first in the envelope 
provided for the ballot and the two into the covering 
envelope addressed to the Returning Officer for the 
appropriate electoral district and after sealing same 
cause him to insert it into the special ballot box; 

(g) every special Presiding Officer shall keep a record at 
a special polling station in which he shall enter the 
name, address and identification card number, if 
available, of a special elector and whether or not the 
special elector has voted and he shall cause every 
special elector who has voted at that special polling 
station to sign the entry referred to in this paragraph. 

83. (1) Where the special Presiding Officer is of the opinion 
that a special elector is physically incapacitated by blindness or 
otherwise to the extent that he is unable to record his vote on the 
ballot paper or to insert his ballot into the special ballot box 
without the assistance of another person, the special Presiding 
Officer shall allow that special elector to vote with the assistance 
of a companion who is of the age of eighteen years or over, in the 
presence of the Presiding Officer, after the companion has made a 
declaration of secrecy in the form set out as Form No. 51 in the 
Prescribed Forms Rules. 

(2) Where a special elector is unable to sign the declaration 
of identity by reason of illiteracy or physical incapacitation, the 
declaration of identity shall be signed by a companion who is of 
the age of eighteen years or over and who shall indicate in block 
letters the identity and address of the special elector. 

84. (1) A special polling station established under rule 76 shall 
be closed at the hour specified in the notice published by the 
Chief Election- Officer for the casting of special votes at that 
special polling station. After that hour no further ballots shall be 
inserted into the ballot box. 

(2) The special Presiding Officer shall, in the presence of at 
least one witness, open the ballot box and without opening the 
covering envelopes, count them and record on a form to be pro­
vided by the Chief Election Officer the total number of envelopes 
contained in the ballot box. 
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(3) The special Presiding Officer shall then count the 
number of covering envelopes addressed to each Returning 
Officer and make an entry to that effect on the form referred to in 
this rule. 

(4) The special Presiding Officer shall place the covering 
envelopes addressed to each Returning Officer into a special 
envelope on which shall be written the name of the electoral 
district to which the ballots relate and the number of covering 
envelopes contained therein. 

(5) The special envelope shall then be sealed by the special 
Presiding Officer and the witness or witnesses present shall be 
invited to do the same. 

85. (1) After the special ballots in the covering envelope have 
been placed into special envelopes in accordance with rule 84, the 
special Presiding Officer shall forthwith personally deliver all the 
special envelopes to the Chief Election Officer who shall give the 
special Presiding Officer a receipt to the effect that he received 
the special envelopes and that they were properly sealed. 

(2) The Chief Election Officer shall make the necessary 
arrangements for the delivery of every such special envelope to 
the Returning Officer to whom it has been addressed. 

(3) The Returning Officer shall give the Chief Election 
Officer or a person designated by him a receipt to the effect that 
he has received the envelopes and that they were properly sealed. 
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86. The Returning Officer shall immediately on receipt of the ~:r or 
special envelope- ,nvolope. 

R.P.A.22 

(a) open the envelope and ascertain that the number of 
covering envelopes contained therein tallies with the 
number recorded by the special Presiding Officer on 
the outside of the special envelope; 

(b) check the name and address appearing on the decla­
ration of identity on each covering envelope against 
the list of special electors; 

(e) where the declaration of identity is incomplete, 
return the covering envelope to the special Presiding 
Officer for completion; 

(d) record individually in the record book at the polling 
station the name and address of each elector as 
recorded on the declaration of identity on the cover­
ing envelope and the special polling station at which 
the vote was cast; and 

128 of 1976). 

L.R.O. /1/980 
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(e) without opening the covering envelopes insert them 
into the ballot box provided at his office for the 
reception of special ballots. 

87. A t the time and place specified in the election notice the 
Returning Officer or, where the same person is Returning Officer 
for more than one electoral district, he or an election clerk for the 
electoral district concerned, in the presence of such of the persons 
referred to in rule 88 as may be present, shall proceed to deter­
mine the number of special votes given to each of the several 
candidates in accordance with rules 88 to 96 and references in 
I those rules to the Returning Officer shall be construed as includ­
ing a reference to any such election clerk. 

88. (1) No person other than-
(a) the Chief Election Officer, the Assistant Chief Elec­

tion Officer and a registration supervisor; 
(b) the Returning Officer and his election clerks; 
(e) the candidates for the electoral district and their 

wives or husbands; 
(d) the counting agents and election agents of the candi­

dates; 
(e) two electors for the electoral district to be selected 

by the Returning Officer, 
may be present at the proceedings referred to in rule 87, unless 
permitted by the Returning Officer to attend. 

I (2) The Returning Officer shall give the persons other than 
I himself referred to in subrule (1) all such reasonable facilities for 

I
" overseeing the proceedings and all such information with refer­
ence thereto as he can give them consistently with the orderly 

I conduct of the proceedings and the discharge of his duties in 
" connection therewith. 

89. (1) After allowing the persons present to inspect the seals 
on the special ballot box, the Returning Officer shall break the 
seals, unlock the ballot box, empty it of its contents, 'show it open 
and empty to the persons present, and then relock the box. 

(2) He shall then proceed to count and note the number of 
the covering envelopes. 

90. (1) The Returning Officer shall then separately open each 
covering envelope contained therein. 
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(2) Where the envelope does not contain a special ballot 
paper the Returning Officer shall mark the covering envelope 
"No ballot paper" and also "rejected" and attach thereto the 
contents (if any) of the envelopes, and place the same into a 
separate receptacle (hereinafter referred to as "the receptacle for 
votes rejected"). 

(3) Where the envelope does contain a special ballot paper 
the Returning Officer shall satisfy himself that-

(a) the declaration of identity p,rinted on the covering 
envelope has been duly signed;' 

(b) the signature on the declaration of identity corres­
ponds with the signature on the registration record 
card of the elector in the register of special electors; 

(c) that the initials appearing on the special ballot paper 
are the initials of the Returning Officer. 

(4) If the Returning Officer is not satisfied as in subrule (3) 
he shall-

(a) mark on the covering envelope the word "rejected" 
if his dissatisfaction is in respect of subrule (3)(a) 
and (b); 

(b) mark the special ballot paper "rejected" if his dis­
~atisfaction is in respect of subrule (3)(c); 

(c) show the declaration and the registration record card 
to the persons referred to in rule 88(1); 

(d) place the covering envelope in the receptacle for 
votes rejected; . 

(e) add the words "rejection objected to" and the letter 
"Q" to the covering envelope if an objection is made 
by a candidate or an election agent or any counting 
agent to his decision. 

(5) If the Returning Officer is satisfied as in subrule (3) he 
shall-

(a) place the covering envelope on which the declara­
tion of identity is printed in a separate receptacle 
(hereinafter referred to as "the receptacle for cover­
ing envelopes"); 

(b) place the special ballot paper in the special ballot 
box; 

(c) mark the letter "V" opposite the name of the elector 
on two copies of the list of special electors. 
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(6) On opening a covering envelope, if a special ballot 
paper therein is unfolded, the Returning Officer shall immedi­
ately fold same taking all proper precautions for preventing any 
persons from seeing the face of the special ballot paper. 

(7) Where the declaration of identity has been signed for 
and on behalf of a special elector in accordance with rule 83( 1), 
the Returning Officer shall not be required to comply with the 
requirements of rule 90(3)(b) in determining the validity of the 
declaration of identity. 

91. (1) On the conclusion of the proceedings under rule 90 the 
Returning Officer shall place in separate packets one copy of the 
list of special electors marked under rule 90(4) and (5) and the 
contents of the receptacles respectively for votes rejected, for 
covering envelopes and every such packet shall be sealed with the 
seals of the Returning Officer and of any of the other persons 
lawfully present who desire to affix their seals thereto. 

1 

(2) The other copy of the list of special electors marked 
under rule 90(4) and (5) shall be placed in an envelope. 

~t~~':;:~al' 92. (1) Before the Returning Officer proceeds to count the 
v(oten

l
· 7 I Ilvotes of special voters, he shall open the special ballot box and, 

28 ° [9 6. k' h . I b II h' h d ta mg out t e spec[a a ot papers t erem, count t em an 

Rejected 
special baUot 

f2'ro7[9761. 

i record the number counted. 
I (2) The Returning Officer shall then record and count the 
number of votes given to each candidate on tally sheets, giving 
Ifull opportunity to those present to examine each special ballot 
paper. 

I (3) The election clerk, if present, and not less than two of 
!the other persons lawfully present shall be supplied with tally 
sheets upon which they may keep their own score as each vote is 
,called out by the Returning Officer. 

, (4) The Returning Officer shall place in separate packets 
Ithe special ballot papers counted for each candidate under this 
Rule; and l,very such packet shall be sealed with the seals of the 
Returning Officer and of any other persons lawfully present who 
desire to affix their seals thereto. 

93. (1) In counting the votes the Returning Officer shall reject 

l
all ballot papers---

(a) which have not been supplied by him; 

I (b) which have not been marked for any candidate; 
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(e) on which votes are given for more candidates than 
the elector is entitled to vote for; 

(d) on which there is any writing or mark by which the 
voter could be identified; but no ballot paper shall be 
rejected on account of any writing, number or mark 
placed thereon by the Returning Officer. 

(2) The Returning Officer shall endorse the word 
"rejected" on any special ballot paper which unde:c this rule 
not to be counted and shall add to the endorsement the words 
"rejection objected to" if an objection is made by a candidate, an 
election agent or a counting agent to his decision. 

(3) The Returning Officer shall put into a separate packet 
the special ballot papers rejected under this rule and the packet 
shall be sealed with the seals of the Returning Officer and of any 
other persons lawfully present who desire to affix their seals 
thereto. 
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94. (1) A candidate or his counting agent or election agent ~;~:;:.." 
may, if present when the counting or any re-count of the votes of 12":,i' 7) 

special voters is completed, require the Returning Officer to have 8 19 6. 

the votes re-counted; but the Returning Officer may refuse to do 
so if in his opinion the request is unreasonable. 

(2) No step shall be taken on the completion of the count­
ing or any re-count of votes of special voters until the persons 

,referred to in subrule (1) have been given a reasonable opportun­
ity to exercise the right conferred by this rule. 

95. On the conclusion of the count of the votes of special voters s .. ,~:;.,,,u~' 
the Returning Officer shall prepare in duplicate a statement of irs':., /;;6). 

the special poll, in the form set out as Form No. 68 in the Pre- Sub.l.q. 

scribed Forms Rules, which shall be signed by the Returning 
Officer and the election clerk, if present; and any other persons 
present shall, if they wish to do so, be permitted to sign the 
statement. 

96. The decision of the Returning Officer on any question aris- ~::"',:peo;;. 
ing in respect of a special ballot paper shall be final, but shall be [280/1976). 

subject to a check by the Chief Election Officer under rule 106 or 
to review on a representation petition. 

97. (1) Immediately after the Presiding Officer has complied ~:~·~a:r 
with the requirements of rule 57 he shall- 8ft., dosina 0' 

~u. 
(a) count the number of spoiled ballots, if any, and place )20 of 1976). 

them in the special envelope supplied for that pur-
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pose and indicate thereon the number of the ballot 
papers and seal the envelope; 

(b) count the unused ballot papers undetached from the 
book of ballot papers, place them with the stub of all 
used ballot papers in the special envelope supplied 
for that purpose and indicate thereon the number of 
unused ballot papers; 

(c) check the number of ballot papers supplied by the 
Returning Officer against the number of spoiled bal­
lot papers, if any, the number of unused ballot pap­
ers and the number of destroyed ballot papers as 
recorded in the polling station diary and the number 
of voters at the polling station as reflected on the 
stub of the last ballot issued at that polling station, in 
order to ascertain that all ballot papers are 
accounted for; 

(d) record the number of ballots and ballot papers on 
the Statement of the Poll in the form set out as Form 
No. 69 in the Prescribed Forms Rules; 

(e) open the ballot box and empty its contents upon a 
table; 

([) take the suspect ballots, if any, from the special 
envelope provided for the ballots and without open­
ing it place it among the other ballots which were 
contained in the ballot box without opening the sus­
pect ballots to reveal for whom the voters have 
voted; 

(g) distribute tally sheets to the deputy Presiding 
Officer, the poll clerk and the candidates or their 
polling agents present; 

(h) count the number of votes given to each candidate 
on his tally sheet giving full opportunity for those 
present to examine each ballot. 

(2) In counting the votes the Presiding Officer shall reject 
all ballots--

(a) that are on ballot papers that have not been supplied 
by him; 

(b) that have not been marked for any candidate or have 
not been stamped or marked in the manner pre­
scribed; 

(c) on which votes have been gi.'cn for more than one 
(1) candidate; 
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(d) where it cannot be established for whom the elector 
has voted; 

(e) upon which there is any writing or mark by which the 
elector can be identified. 

(3) No ballot shall be rejected by reason only that-
(a) it has on it any number or marK placed thereon by 

the Presiding Officer; or 
(b) it has been marked with some instrument other than 

that provided at that election for electors to record 
their votes so long as the mark does not constitute 
identification of the voter. 

(4) Where in the course of counting the ballots a Presiding 
Officer discovers that he had omitted to affix his initials to the 
back of the ballot at the time it was issued he shall in the presence 
of the duputy Presiding Officer and the poll clerk and the candi­
dates or their agents affix his initials to the ballot and count the 
ballot if he is satisfied that-

(a) the ballot paper is one that has been supplied by 
him; 

(b) an omission has really been made; and 
(c) every ballot paper supplied to him by the Returning 

Officer has been accounted for. 

(5) In counting the ballots the Presiding Officer shall, 
wherever his decision on a ballot is questioned, record the fact by 
writing the letter" Q" at the back of the ballot and appending his 
initials. 

(6) The decision of the Presiding Officer as to the validity 
or otherwise of a ballot shall be final subject to review. 

(7) The Presiding Officer shall place the ballots cast for 
each candidate in a separate envelope whether or not any such 
ballot is a questioned ballot. 

(8) All rejected ballots shall be put into a separate 
envelope. 

(9) All the envelopes referred to in subrules (7) and (8) 
shall be endorsed as to indicate their contents and shall be sealed 
by the Presiding Officer. The number of questioned ballots and 
the total number of ballots contained in each envelope shall be 
indicated on the outside of the envelope. 

(10) The Presiding Officer, the deputy Presiding Officer and 
the poll clerk shall affix their seal and the Presiding Officer shall 
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invite such of the candidates or their agents as are present to do 
likewise. 

(11) The Presiding Officer shall open the poll card box, 
count the poll cards and place them in the envelope provided for 
the purpose. He shall indicate the number of poll cards on the 
outside of the envelope and in the appropriate place on the 
Statement of the Poll. He shall place the envelope in the poll card 
box which he shall then lock and seal. 

(12) After the completion of the count the Presiding Officer 
shall complete the Statement of the Poll, in the form set out as 
Form No. 69 in the Prescribed Forms Rules, in the polling station 
diary and prepare and certify a sufficient number of copies for 
distribution as follows: 

(a) to the Returning Officer; 
(b) to the deputy Presiding Officer; 
(e) to such of the candidates or their agents as are pres­

ent; 
(d) to the Chief Election Officer. 

The copy intended for the Chief Election Officer shall be 
despatched by means other than that by which the copy to the 
Returning Officer was despatched. 

(13) The Presiding Officer shall then place the sealed 
envelopes with the counted ballots, the envelopes with the 
spoiled ballots, the polling station diary and such other election 
documents as may be decided upon by the Commission into the 
ballot box. 

He shall then lock the slot at the top of the ballot box by means 
of the locking device provided, lock the ballot box by means of 
the outside lock and affix his seal, and the deputy Presiding 
Officer, the poll clerk and such of the candidates or their agents as 
may be present shall be invited to affix their seals. 

(14) In delivering or despatching the ballot box, poll card 
box and other election material the Presiding Officer shall keep 
outside the box in separate envelopes-

(a) a Statement of the Poll; 
(b) the key to the ballot box; and 
(cj the key to the poll card box. 

Until the delivery of the box to the person authorised by the 
Returning Officer ·to collect such boxes or until delivery of the 
box by the Presiding Officer to the Returning Officer's office, the 
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Presiding Officer shall ensure that the boxes are not tampered 
with and they shall be regarded as being in his custody. 

(15) The Presiding Officer shall, in such manner as the 
Commission may direct, transmit or deliver to the Returning 
Officer the ballot box and the poll card box together with the keys 
thereof in the envelope provided for that purpose. 

(16) The Presiding Officer shall also transmit to the Return­
ing Officer the register of electors and the file of answers to 
questions locked in the carrying case, and the keys thereof 
enclosed in the envelope provided for that purpose. 

(17) The Returning Officer may specially appoint one or 
more persons for the purpose of collecting the ballot boxes and 
the poll card boxes and the carrying cases from a given number of 
polling stations; and such person or persons shall, before deliver­
ing the poll card boxes and carrying cases to the Returning 
Officer, take the oath in the form set out as Form No. 70 in the 
Prescribed Forms Rules. 

98. Where a ballot box with its contents is lost or destroyed the 
certified statement of the poll on the oath of the Presiding Officer 
or deputy Presiding Officer shalll:!e accepted as representing the 
result of the poll at that polling station. 

99. The Commission may require the Commissioner of Police 
to provide the necessary police officers for duty in order. to ensure 
the safety of the special ballot while in his possession or in the 
possession of a Returning Officer or special Presiding Officer. 

PART V 

PROCEEDINGS AFfER POLL 
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100. After the Returning Officer has completed the counting of p"llmmuy 
the special votes for his electoral district and has received the ~8";i 1976J. 

duplicates of the statements of the poll from the Presiding . 
Officers of all the polling stations in his electoral district he shall, "-- ¥ ~ 
in the presence of such of the persons referred to in rule 88 as :lko "'i. \e, S (., 
may be present, announce the total votes recorded for each can- . 
didate, which he shall ascertain by adding up the total votes 
recorded for each candidate in the sa id statements and in the 
statement of the special poll. 
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101. (1) Where by 12.00 noon on the day following the closing 
of the poll neither a candidate nor his agent requests the Return­
ing Officer to conduct a final count the Returning Officer shall 
confirm the count conducted by the Presiding Officer as set out in 

~ ¥ \-)<:;:1:;<-<­

d'-\ 0 "I.- \ '\8 l, . 
\ 

his Statement of the Poll and shall add thereto the count of the 
special ballot. The Returning Officer shall then declare in writing 
the candidate who is found to have the most votes to be elected 
and a copy of the declaration shall be delivered by the Returning 
Officer to each candidate or his agent present and where any 
candidate is neither present nor there represented, the Returning 
Officer shall forthwith transmit by registered post to the candi­
date a copy of the decaration. 

(2) No notice of the final determination of the number of 
votes given to the several candidates shall be given other than 
that contained in the election notice. 

(3) Where a candidate or his agent requests a final count he 
shall indicate whether he requests a general count or a limited 
count and whether a count of poll cards is also to be carried out. 
The request shall specify the polling stations results in respect of 
which the count is to be conducted and the Returning Officer 
shall conduct the count as requested. 

(4) Where a limited count is conducted the Returning 
Officer shall review only the decisions of the Presiding Officer as 
regards questioned ballots and rejected ballots at the polling sta­
tions specified in the request for the count. In this case all ballots 
marked "Q" by the Presiding Officer and all rejected ballots shall 
be examined by the Returning Officer. 

(5) Where in a limited count the Returning Officer agrees 
with the decision of the Presiding Officer as regards any ques­
tioned ballot or rejected ballot, he shall write the word 
"confirmed" at the back of the ballot and where he disagrees with 
the decision of the Presiding Officer he shall write the word "var­
ied" at the back of the ballot. 

(6) Where a general count is conducted the Returning 
Officer shall review all ballots including rejected ballots, counted 
by the Presiding Officer at the polling stations specified in the 
request for the count and where he disagrees with the decision of 
the Presiding Officer as regards any ballot he shall write the word 
"varied"· at the back of the ballot. 

(7) Where a candidate or his agent disagrees with the 
Returning Officer as regards any ballot the Returning Officer 
shall write the letter "Q" followed by hi> initials on the back of 
the ballot. 
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(8) All ballots marked in any way by the Returning Officer 
in a final count shall be marked with his initials. 
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(9) A final count shall be conducted by the Returning \Su.- \. o"a.S.. ~. 
Officer whether or not a request therefor is made in every case '--;5 . '-"-

where from the count conducted by the Presiding Officer and set J-<.;-o 'i. l'\lI (, . 
out in his Statement of the Poll and the count of the special 
there results an equality of votes between or among the candi-
dates obtaining the most votes. 

(10) All markings on a ballot by a Returning Officer shall be 
made on the back of the ballot in ink different in colour from that 
used by the Presiding Officer. 

(11) Where a limited or general count causes any change in 
the result of the ballot whether in respect of the amount of votes . 
obtained by a candidate or in respect of which a candidate obtains 
the most votes the Returning Officer shall, on the basis of that 
count, make a declaration in accordance with subrule (1) as to the 
candidate elected. 

(12) At the conclusion of a final count, the Returning Officer 
shall place the ballots counted by him in the appropriate 
envelopes having regard to his decision on the ballots and shall 
seal the envelopes. The candidates or their agents present at the 
count shall sign the envelopes as witnesses. 

(13) Where a final count results in an equality of votes be­
tween or among the candidates obtaining the most votes, the 
Chief Election Officer or an officer designated by him for the 
purpose shall conduct a recount not later than four days after the 
closing of the poll. 

(14) Where the recount results in one candidate obtaining 
the most votes the Chief Election Officer shall so certify to the 
Retl'rning Officer who shall make a declaration in accordance 
with subrule (1) as to the candidate elected. 

(IS) Where the recount results in an equality of votes be­
tween or among the candidates obtaining the most votes the 
Chief Election Officer shall so certify to the Returning Officer 
who sh~lI declare the election void and a new election shall, as 
soon as possible, be held in accordance with these Rules. 

102. A ballot shall not be invalidated by reason only of a mark 
on the back of the ballot made by the Chief Election Officer, the 
Presiding Officer or the Returning Officer in accordance with 
these Rules. 

Ballol not 
invalidated by 
mark of 
presiding 
officer, etc. 
[20 of 1976). 
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103. Where on conclusion of a recount by the Chief Election 
Officer, an equality of votes is found to exist between any two or 
more candidates and anyone of such candidates would be en­
titled if he were to receive an additional vote to be declared 
elected, a fresh election in that electoral district shall be held. 

104. The Returning Officer shall, as soon as he shall have ascer­
tained the result of the poll, forth~ith publicly declare the same 
and announce the candidate for whom most votes have been 
given \0 be elected as the member for the electoral district. 

105. Within seven days after polling day, the Returning Officer 
shall return the unit registers of electors together with the keys of 
the binders, the register of special electors and the relevant files 
of answers to questions to the Registration Officers from whom 
he received the same; and the Registration Officers shall give to 
the Returning Officer a receipt for the same. 

106. (1) A candidate for an electoral district or his agent may, 
within four days of the declaration of the poll under rule 104, 
apply in writing to the Chief Election Officer for a check of the 
results of the poll for that electoral district. 

(2) An application for a check under subrule (1) shall be 
accompanied by a deposit of one hundred dollars as security for 
the cost of the check. 

(3) The Chief Election Officer shall give to the Returning 
Officer of the electoral district concerned and to each of the 
candidates who contested the election in the electoral district, at 
least two days notice specifying the time and place of the check 
and inviting their attendance. 

(4) A check under this rule shall be limited to a count of 
questioned ballots only. 

(5) The Chief Election Officer or the other Officer conduct­
ing the check shall certify the results thereof to the Returning 
Officer. 

(6) If the result of the check does not so alter the result of 
the poll as to affect the return the Chief Election Officer shall-

(a) order the reasonable out of pocket expenses incur­
red in relation to the check by the candidate appear­
ing to be elected to be paid by the applicant for the 
check; 

(b) fix the amount of the cost~; if they are not agreed 
upon by the candidate and applicant. 
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(7) The moneys deposited as security for costs shall, so far 
as necessary, be paid out to any candidate in whose favour costs 
are awarded and if the deposit is insufficient the candidate shall 
have this action for the balance. 

(8) If the result of the check does alter the result of the poll 
as to affect the return, his deposit shall be returned to the applic­
ant for the check. 

(9) A recount under rule 101 or a check of the results of the 
poll shall be conducted by the Chief Election Officer or by an 
Assistant Chief Election Officer, a registration supervisor or a 
Registration Officer designated for the purpose by the Chief 
Election Officer. 

107. (1) Each candidate or his agent may appoint one agent to 
be present at the final count or the check of the result of the poll 
and to attend the declaration of the result of the poll. 

(2) An appointment of an agent for the purposes of this 
rule shall be in the form set out as Form No. 71 in the Prescribed 
Forms Rules. 

108. (1) Subject to sUbrule (2), the Returning Officer shall, on 
the seve'lIh day next following the day on which he declared the 
result or the poll under rule 104, deliver personally or transmit by 
registered pm:1 to the Chief Election Officer-

(a) the writ with his return in the form set out as Form 
No. 72 in the Prescribed Forms Rules and endorsed 
thereon that the candidate for whom the most votes 
have been given has been elected; 

(b) a report of his proceedings in the form prescribed by 
the Commission; 

(c) the recapitulation sheets in the form prescribed by 
the Commission showing the number of votes cast 
fer each candidate at each polling station and by 
special ballots, and making such observations as the 
Returning Officer may think proper as to the state of 
the election papers as received from his Presiding 
Officers; 

(d) the returns from each pollit.g station enclosed in 
sealed envelopes, including the polling station diary, 
a packet containing spoiled ballot papers, a packet 
containing rejected ballots, a packet containing stubs 
and unused ballot papers, a packet containing 
reject<:d ballots, a packet containing the revised list 
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of electors used at the polling station and a packet 
containing the written appointments of the candi­
dates' agents; 

(e) the Statement of the Poll; 

(

(f) the reserve supply of undistributed blank special bal­
lot papers; 

(g) a packet containing the stubs and unused special bal­
lot papers; 

(h) the sealed packets referred to in rules 74 and 91; 
(i) the envelope referred to in rule 91(2); and 
(j) all other documents used for the election. 

(2) Where the Returning Officer receives a notice of the 
taking of a check under rule 106(2), the Returning Officer shall 
delay transmission of the return and report until he has received 
from the Chief Election Officer the certified results referred to in 
rule 106(5). 

(3) Where the certified results show that a candidate other 
than that declared under rule 104 should have been dechired to 
have been elected the Returning Officer-

(a) shall make a fresh declaration in writing declaring 
the candidate to be elected who was found to have 
the most votes according to the certified results, and 
the declaration shall replace the previous declara­
tion; 

(b) shall return the candidate under subrule (1)(a). 

(4) The Chief Election Officer shall, if circumstances so 
require, send back returns made to him under this rule and any 
or all election documents connected therewith to the Returning 
Officer for completion or correction. 

(5) On receiving a return under this rule, the Chief Elec­
tion Officer shall forthwith-

(a) enter the date of the receipt thereof and the name of 
the successful candidate in a book to be kept by him 
for the purpose; 

(b) notify in writing the names of the candidate so 
elected, in the case of-

(i) a Parliamentary election, to the Speaker; 
(ii) a Municipal Council election, to the Minister 

and to the Town Clerk of the Municipal 
Council concerned; 
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(iii) a County Council election, to the Minister and 
to the Chief Executive Officer of the County 
Council concerned; and 

(e) give notice in the Gazelle of the names of the candi­
date so elected in the order in which they were 
received by him. 

(6) The Commission shall, immediately after each election, 
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cause to be printed a report giving- ~_' 

(a) the number of votes polled f9r each candidate, bJ Y-~ 
polling divisions and by special ballot; 2.'1-0 "t 1,,\11 10 . 

(b) the number of rejected special ballots; 
(e) the number of names on the revised lists of electors 

and on the list of special electors; and' 
(d) any other information that it may deem fit to 

include; 
and shall forthwith forward a copy of the report to the persons 
respectively set out in subrule (5)(b). 

(7) In this rule" Minister" means the Minister responsible 
for local government. 

109. (1) The Commission shall keep the election documents 
referred to in rule 108(1) in safe custody and shall allow no 
person to have access to them; but if a petition has been pre­
sented questioning the validity of any election or return, the 
Commission shall, on the order of a Judge, deliver to the Regis­
trar the documents relating to the electIOn that is in dispute; and 
after the expiration of twelve months from polling day the Com­
mission may cause the documents used at the election to be burnt 
or to be shredded by a suitable shredding machine. 

(2) No such election documents in the custody of the 
Commission shall be inspected or produced except under the 
order of a Judge and an order under this subrule may be made by 
the Judge on his being satisfied by evidence on oath that the 
inspection or production of the election documents is required for 
the purpose of instituting or maintaining a prosecution for an 
offence in relation to an election or for the purpose of a petition 
which has been filed questioning an election or return. 

(3) Any such order for the inspection or production of elec­
tion documents may be made .~ubject to such conditions as to 
persons, time, place and mode of insp<:ction or production as the 
Judge deems expedient. 

Cuslodyof 
election 
documents by 
Commission. 

L.R.D. /1/980 
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Remuneration 
of returning 
officers, etc. 
[20 of 1976]. 

Cost of 
supplying 
election 
documents. 

Remuneration 
etc., of 
witnesses. 
['S 01 1979J. 
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(4) All other reports or statements received from Election 
Officers, all instructions issued by the Commission pursuant to 
this Act, all decisions or rulings by it upon points arising thereun­
der, and all correspondence with Election Officers or others in 
relation to any election shall be public records, and may be 
inspected by any person upon request during office hours. 

(5) Any person may take extracts therefrom and shall be 
entitled to certified copies of the papers relating to any subject 
upon payment for the preparation of the certified copies at the 
rate prescribed in rule 111. 

(6) Any such copies purporting to be certified by the Com­
mission under its hand shall be receivable in evidence without 
proof thereof. 

PART VI 

GENERAL 

110. (1) For their seIVices in relation to an election Returning 
Officers, Presiding Officers, deputy Presiding Officers, poll clerks 
and such other persons as may be employed by the Commission 
in connection with an election shall be paid such remuneration 
and allowances as the Commission may determine. 

(2) For each polling station rented for polling day there 
shall be paid a sum fixed by the Commission from time to time. 

111. Office or certified copies of any election documents sup­
plied by an Election Officer shall be paid for at the rate of 
twenty-five cents for every folio of one hundred words. 

112. Any person whose presence is secured by the Chief Elec­
tion Officer or a Returning Officer for the purpose of witne~ing 
any proceedings under these Rules shall be paid a fee of twenty 
dollars for each day or part thereof during which he attends for 
such purpose, and such travelling and subsistence expenses as he 
may have, in the opinion of the Returning Officer, reasonably 
incurred. 
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-PRESCRIBED FORMS RULES 

deemed to be made under section 161 

ARRANGEMENT OF RULES 
RULB 

1. Citation. 
2. Interpretation. 
3. Prescribed Forms. 

SCHEDULE. 

1. These Rules may be cited as the Prescribed FormB 
RuleB. 

2. For the purposes of these Rules a reference to a 
County Council shall be construed aB referring also to the 
Tobago HouBe of ABBembly. 

3. The formB Bet out in the Schedule are hereby preBcribed. 

Form No. 

SCHEDULE 

FORMS 

ARRANGEMENT OF FORMS 

Heading 

1. Oath of Chief Election Officer 
2. Writ of Election 
3. Return of Election Expenses authorised by 

an Election Agent and declaration to 
accompany the Bame ... 

4. Election Expenses Return 
6. Declaration by Candidate or Election Agent 
6. Oaths or affirmation of election officer other 

than the Supervisor of Elections 

Section 0/ Act 

3(3) 
33(3) 

47(6) 
\ 62(1) 

63 

167(1) 

-Tho Rules ha.ve boon amended by the following: 20 of ]976 and 20 of 1976; a.N°. 
122/1976. 48/1977 and 116/1977, L.N.' •. 45/1980, 145/1981 and 181/1983. 
8. Note on Section 166 of Act No. 4.1 of 1976 at· page 2. 
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ARRANGEMENT OF FORMS-Continued 

Form No. Heading 

7. Registration Record Inventory Form 
8. Notice of Disallowance of Registration 
9. Registration Record Card 

10. Minor's Registration Card 
II. Identification Card 
12. lAst of Twenty Questions 
13 Certificate as to Registration 
14. -Application for exemption from taking 

photograph ... 
15. Notice of objection to. registration of an 

elector 
16. Application to registration officer for 

registration as an elector 
17. Notice of enquiry by registration officer into 

objection to or disallowance of registration 
as an elector 

18. Notice of disallowance by registration officer 
of application for registration as an elector 

19. Check Card 
20. Notice of Enquiry consequent upon report 

under rule 37 
21. Notice of intention to cancel registration 
22. Notice of change of residence or address 
23. Notice of change of name 
24. Application for replacement of identification 

card 
25. Preliminary I .. ist of Electors (House of 

Representatives and County Council 
Elections) 

26. Preliminary List of Electors (Municipal 
Council Elections) 

27. Notice of preliminary list of electors 
28. Application by electors omitted from pre· 

liminary Jist for inclusion in revised list ... 
29. Revised List of Electors (Parliamentary and 

County Council Elections) 
29A. Omission of names from Revised List. 

30. Revised Li.t of Electors (Municipal Council 
Election) 

31. Option where person has more tha.n one 
place of residence 

32. Statutory Declaration 
33. Oath of Interpreter 
34. Enquiry as to address 

Regiatrali<m Rule 

7 
10(2) 
11(1) 
11(6) 
14(2) 
16(1) 
18(1) 

24(2) 

32 

33(1) 

35(2) 

35(9) 
36 

38(1) 
41(4) 

43(1) 
45(1) 

47(2) 

50(3)(a) 

50(3)(b) 
58 

60 

62(3) 
64A 

62(3) 

66(5) 
67(2) 
71(2) 
72(1) 
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ARRANGEMENT OF FORMS-Continued 

Form No. Heading 

35. Notice of Election 
36. Notice of Appeal (invalid nomination paper) 
37. Nomination Paper (in person) 
38. Nomination Paper (by proposers) 
39. Statutory Declaration (candidate)-Parlia. 

mentary election 
40. Statutory Declaration (proposers)-Parlia. 

mentary election 
41. Statutory Declaration (candidate)-Muni. 

cipal Council election 
42. Statutory Declaration (proposers)-Muni. 

cipal Council election 
43. Statutory Declaration (candiuate)-County 

Council election 
44. Statutory Declaration (proposers)-County 

Council election 
45. Return of Uncontested Election ... 
46. Notice of Taking a Poll 
47. Ballot Paper 
48. Directions for the guidance of electors in 

voting where one candidate is to be elected 
49. Appointment of polling agent 
50. Appointment of Counting agent ... 
51. Declaration of Secrecy ... 
52. Poll Card 
53. Oath of clector without identification card 
54. Oath of identity 

55. Oath of qualification of elector (Parliamen. 
tary and County Council Elections) 

56. Oath of residence qualification of elector 
(Municipal Council Election) 

57. Oath of property qualification of elector 
(Municipal Council Election) 

58. Oath of blind elector 
59. Oath of physically incapacitated elector 
60. Declaration by companion of elector 
61. Oath of a personated eJector 
62. List of Questions 
63. Oath of Interpreter 
64. List of special electon< 
65. Postal ballot paper 
66. Declaration of secrecy (special poll) 
67. Declaration of identity ... 
68. Statement of special poll 
69. Statement of the poll 
70. Oath of messenger sent to collect ballot 

boxes, poll card boxes and carrying c""es 
71. Appointment of agent for final COli nt/check 

of result of poll 
72. Return after poll has bcen taken ... 

Eledion Rule 

4(I)(a) 
6(7) 
7(2), (3) 
7(2), (3) 

8 

8 

8 

8 
15(2) 
16(2) 
22(4) 

26(I)(a) 
30(2) 
30(2) 
:1I(1),83(1) 
38(4) 
38(5) 
40(10),42, 
50(3), 51(6) 

43(1),50(4) 

43(1) 

43(1) 
48 
48,49(1) 
49(2) 
50(1) 
51(4) 
53(2) 
63(4) 
66(3) 
68(1) 
71 
95 
97(I)(d),97(12) 

97(17) 

107(2) 
I08(I)(a) 
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FORM No.1 
(Section 3(3)) 

REPRESENTATION OF TIlE PEOPLE ACT 

Oath of Chief ElectJon Officer 

I, .......................................................................................................... . 
having been appointed Chief Election Officer for Trinidad and Tobago, do swear that 
J will to the beat of my ability faithfully perrann all the duties of Chief Election 
Officer in accordance with the provisions of the Representation of the People Act. 
and of any Rules made thereunder. 

OAkf E/eclion OJJit= 

Sworn before me at ...............• this ............... d&y of .................. 1 19 •••••• 

Judge of the High 00urI 

FORM No.2 

1'luNIDAD AND TOBAOO 

REPRESENTATION 011' THE PEOPLE ACT 

Writ of Election 

By His Excellency •••.••..•••.•••..•••.•••.••••.•••••• 

President and Commaner.in·Chief of Trinidad 
and Tobago. 

To TIlE RETURNING OI'l'IOEB OJ' TIlE ELEaI'OB.AL DIBTBIaI' o:r •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

tWHEREAB I think it expedient that writs should issue for the eleatioD ofmembera 

to serve in the House of Representatives/the Council of the ...................••.••••...•..• 

Corporation/the ............... COunty Council.: 

lWHEBEAS the seat./seats. of ............ the momber/one of the members/members. 

of t.he eleot.oral diatrict or.. ................ hasfhave. become vBQant in oonsequenoe 

of ................ .. 

I ComrAND You that notice of the time and place of election being 6rat duly 

given you do, on t.he ............... day of.. ................... whioh said day shall be 

nomination day in the said electoral distriot of .............•. , cause election to be made 

according to law of a member/members. to serve in the House of Representatives/the 

Council of the .......•.......... COrporation/the .................. COunty Council. for the 
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laid electoral district of .................. and that, if necessary. you do cause a poll 

to bo taken on tho .................. day of ........................ and that you do cause the 
name of auch membor/members. when BO elected to bo certifiod to the Chiof Election 
Officer on the seventh day ncxt following tho declo.ration by you of tho result of the 
poll. 

(R ....... ftdto oj Form) 

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the 
President of the Republic of Trinidad and 

Tobago thia ..............• da.y Dr. ................• , 
19 ..•... 

Indorsement 

Received the within Writ. on the ............... day of ........................ , 19 ... , .. 

Returning OJfiur Jor JM uecloral dwmt oj 

-Delete if inapplicable. 
tTo be included in a writ for a general election. 
~To be included in a writ (or 8 bye-election. 
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FORM No. 3 (Section 47(5» 

REPRESENTATION OF lHE PEOPLE Acr 

Return of Election Expenses authorised by aD Election AgeDt 

Election in the Electoral District of ............................................. . 

Dule of publication of result of election 

the expenses incurred at the above election in support of .......................... . 

• . • • • • • . . • . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , •• , , ••••••••.•••..•.•..... 3 candidate thereat 

~............................ ........................ . 
(insert name of person or association or body of persons incurring the expenses) 

being expenses required by section 47 of the Representation of the People Act, to be 

authorised by the election age'll, amounted to $ ......... . 

The written authority of the election agent is annexed hereto. 

Date ........... . Signalure ........... . 

Dedaradon to accomp8.DY return 01 election expemes authorised by, aD electioD agent 

Election in the Electoral Districl of ............................................. . 

Date of publication of resull of election ......................................... . 

I hereby declare thal-
1. I am "the person- or a director-tgeneral manager·tsecretary- of the association or 

body of persons named+/as incurring expenses required by section 47 of the Repre~ 
senlation of the People Act. to be authorised by an election agent. 

2. To the best of my knowledge and belief the said return is complete and correct. 

3. The matters for which the expenses referred to in the said return were incurred were 

as follows .................................................................... . 

Signature of declarant ....................................... . 

Office held by declarant ..................................... . 
(In the case of an association or body of persoru) 

Dale ........... . 

• Delete if inapplicable. 
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FORM NO.4 (Section 52(1» 

REPRESENTATION Of THE PEOPLE An 

Election Expenses Return 

Election in the Electoral District of ................................. . 

Dale of publication of result of election ......................................... . 

Name of Candidate ........................................................... . 

1. I am the election agent of the person named above as a candidate at this electionll am 
the person named above as a candidate at this election and was my own election agent-. 
(Where there has been a change of election agent suilable variations may be introduced here 

and elsewhere in the return) 

2. I hereby make the following return of the candidatc's!my election- expenses at this 
election. 

Recelpls 

(Include all money. secunlles or equivalent of money received in respect of expen.fes 
incurred, whether before, during or after the election, on account of or in respecl of the 

conduct or management of the election) 

Received of the above-named candidate/Paid by me- $ .......................... . 

Received of .................................................................. . 
(here set out separaJely the n~. address and occupation o/each person and the 

amount received from him) 

$ ......... . 

ExpcDditure 

NOTE: The return shall deal under a separate heading or sub-heading wilh any expenses 
included rherein incurred on account of any purposes referred to in section 50 a/the 
abovl' Act. 

Candidate's personal expenses­
Paid by him/by me as candidate-

Paid by me/by me acting as my election agent-

s ................ . 
$ ................ . 

Received by me for my services as election agent ................................. . 

(omit if candidate is his own election agent) 

s ................ . 
-Delete in inapplicable. 
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Paid tot ............. . ........... as sub-agent of polling division No .......... . 

........................................................ $ 

Paid lot ................................... as polling agent $ 

Paid tot ................................. as counting agent $ 

Paid tot ............ as clerk for .......... days service $ 

Paid tot ........ as messenger for .......... days service $ 

Paid to the following persons in respect of goods supplied or work and labour done-

Tot ......................................................................... . 
(here set oul the nalure of the goods supplied or work and labour done lhw-(prin/ing)), 

((advertising), (publishing), (issuing and distributing addrt!Ss and notices)) 

................................................ , ............................ . 

.............................. ............................................... . 

$ ................ . 

Paid for the hire of rooms-
for holding public meetings-

Paid tot ............................................................. for hire of 

.............................................................................. 
(identify the rooms by tulming or describing them) 

$ ................ . 
for committee rooms--

Paid tot ............................................................ .for hire of 

.............................................................................. 
(identify lhe rooms by naming or describing them) 

$ ................ . 

Paid for postage $ ................ . 

Paid for telegrams $ ................ . 

No. of electoral vehicles employed .......... at IS ............... . 

Paid tot ................. for transporting electors "10 the polls IS 

In addition to the above I am aware (unless the candida/t is his own eleclion agenl add as 
election agent for the above named candidate) of the following disputed and unpaid 
claims: 
tSct out separately the name, address and occupation of each person with the amount 

paid to him. 

R.P.A.25 
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Disputed claims-

By* ................................................................... .for 

(here set QuI the goods, work and labour, or olher malter on the ground a/which the claim 

is based) 

........................................................ S ................ . 
Unpaid claims allowed by the High Court to be paid after the proper time or in respect 

of which application has been or is about to be made to the High Court by 

.......................................................................... .for 

(here set out the goods, work. and labour or other mntter on the ground o/which the claim is 

due) ..... , ....... , ........................... , .............................. . 

Signature of person making relurn .............. . 

-Delete if inapplicable. 
tSet out separately the name, address and occupation of each person with the amount 

paid 10 him. 
tSel out separately the name, address and occupation of each person with the amount 

paid to or claimed by him. 
IInsert whichever is the higher sum. 
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FORM NO.5 (Section 53) 

REPRESENTAnON OFTHE PEOPLE ACT 

DedaratioD by Candidate or EJec:tioD AgeDI 

Election in the Electoral District of ............................................. . 

Date of publication of result of election ...... , .................................. . 

Name of Candidate ........................................................... . 

I solemnly and sincerely declare as follows: 

I. I am the person named above as a candidate at this election and was my own election 
agent/was at this election the election agent of the person named above as a candidate-. 

2. I have examined the return of election expenses about to be transmitted by my 
election agent/by me· to the r-etw:njng officor (of which a copy is now shown to me and 

c.. \-..\LSr-- e'\.>L(..../r \<>V\, O~ 
marked .......... -) and to the best of my knowledge and belief it is a complete and 
correct return as required by Jaw. 

3. To the best of my knowledge and belief, all expenses shown in the return as paid! 
were paid by my election agent/by me- except as otherwise stated in relation to my/the 
candidate's· personal expenses. 

4. I understand that the law does not allow any election expenses not mentioned in the 
said return to be defrayed except in pursuance of a court order. 

Signature of Declarant 

Signed and declared by the above-named declarant on the .......... day of ......... . 

before me, 
(Signed) ................................... . 

Justice of the Peace 
(NOTE-Where there has been a change of election agent, suitable variations may be 

introduced into the declaration as to expenses) . 

• Delete if inapplicable. 
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FORM No.6 (Section 157(1» 

REPRESEI"IT ATiON OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Oalh or afftrmatioD of electioD omcer olber lhaa the ChIef ElectioD Officer 

I, .......... having been appointed .......... (as the case may be) for the registration 

area of ......... .lelectoral district of ......... Jpolling division No ......... .in the 

electoral district of/registration area of ......... Jpolling station No .......... .in the 

electoral district of/registration area of .........• (as the case may be/swear/solemnly 
and sincerely declare and affirm· that I will faithfully perform the duties pertaining to the 

said office of .......... according to law, without partiality, fear, favour or affection. 

So HELP ME GOD-

Signature ..... ," """""""""""'" 

Sworn before me at , , ' , , , , , , '. this, , , , , , , , , ,day of, , , , , , , , , , , , '" 19.", 

·Delete if inapplicable, 

Justice o/the Peace/Chief Election Officer 
/Registration Officer/Returning Officer/ 
Presiding Officer/Poll Clerk (as the case 
may be) 
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FOBX No.7 

(Registration Rule 7) 

RBPJlE8ENTATlON or TIm PBOl"LB AO'l' 

Registration Record Inventory Form 

Da.te of 
Namo 

Regis­
tration 

No • 
Registration Polling Regis- How 

Area. Diviaion tntion dispoaed of 0 ~ . 

. ....... , ........................... ', ........................ , .. , .. ,' .. _ ............................... . 

.•.......•..•...•..............•.••.... ....•...•.•..•.••.... ............................................• 

..... ......... .... .... ... ........ ...... .... .. ...... ............... ............... .............. . 

............... ........................ ..................... ............... ............... .............. . 

............... ........ , .. , ....... , ..................................................................... . 

............... ...... ' ................. " ........ " ....... ,' .. ,., ............... , ...................... .. 

............... ...... , ............................................................ " ................... .. 
, .............. " ...................................................................................... .. 
.... , ......... , ......................................................................................... . 

.. , ..... , ..... , ......................................................................................... . 

...... " ... , ................................................................•............................ 

....... , ...... , ......................................................................................... . 

............... ........................ ..................... ............... ............... ............. .. 

............... ........................ ..................... ............... ............... .............. . 

............... ........................ ..................... ............... ............... .............. . 

............... ........................ ..................... ............... ............... ............. .. 

............... ........................ ..................... ............... ............... ............. .. 

............... ........................ ..................... ............... ............... .............. . 

............... ........................ ..................... ............... ............... .............. . 

Uto. 111990 
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l!'oRM NO.8 

(Rogistration Rule lO(2}) 

RBPB.E8ENTATION OJ' THE PEOl'LE ACT 

Notice of Disallowance of Registration 

Registrawon Area oC ••••..••...••.•.••..••....••••...•...............•.•...........••........•..•.••••.. 

Polling Division No •.................................................................................... 

Take not-ice that the registration of .................. of .................. as rut elector-, 

non-elector· in the a.bove polling division has this day been disallowed by me on the 

grounds that ............................................................................................ . 

Dated thls .................. day oC ......................... 19 ..... . 

To: •••..•..•..•.....• 

Signed 

·DeIete iC inapplicable 
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FORM No.9 (Registration Rule 11(1» 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

RegistratioD Record CanI--FroDt 

No. 

Full Name (Surname first) Serial No. 

Residential Address Postal Address RAlPD 

Usual Occupation Name and Address of Employer Disability, if any Marital 
Status 

Sex Colour Height Colour of Distinguishing Educational Attainment 
Eyes Marks 

DATE TOOK UP RESIDENCE IN: 

Date of Binh Place of Birth Nationality 
Country Elec. Disl. 

WltETlIER REGISTERED 

PREVIOUSLY If so, under what Name If so, al what Address 
(Surname firsl) 

Number 

L.R.D. 111980 
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LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Chap_ 2:01 Representation of the People 
Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM No. 9--Continued 

NAME. DATE Of BIRll{ AND REGlSTRATION CERTIFICATE NUMBER OF MINORS 

Photograph 

Nature of Qualification for Jury Service: 

Name and Address of Employer: 

If Qualified through Husband, Nature of Husband's Qualification: 

Property Qualification for Jury Service: Municipal Property Qualification 

Location of Property: Date Address: 

I I 
Particulars of Naturalization: Thumb Impression 

of Illiterate 

Signature of Registered Person Signature of Officer Registering 

Date of Registration: Date entered on Electoral List: 

NOTE: It is an offence wilfully to give incorrect information to the Registration Officer. 



LA WS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Representation of the People 

Whether Registration 
List Checked 

Residential 

Cancellation Code 

Number: 1 

Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM No. 9-Continued 

RegistratioD Record Card-Bad 

Whether included in 
List of Cancellations 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS 

R.A. No. P.O. No. 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

Date 

8 9 

Chap. 2:01 

Whether Check 
Card Executed 

Postal 

DATE OF 

CANCELLATION 

Day I Month I Year 

Date Eligible for Signature of Registration Officer 

Parliamentary Election Remarks: 

Municipal Election 

County Council Election 

RECORD OF RECEIPT OF IDENTIFICATION CARD 

Received Signature Dale 

Received .. Signature . . .. .. Dale . . .. . .. 
Received .. ... Signature Date .. 
Received Signature .. Date . . .. 

R.P.A.26 
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LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Chap. 2:01 Representation of the People 
Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM No. 10 (RegiSlration Rule 11(6)) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

Minor's Registratioo Card 

Date of Birth ................................................................. . 
Year Monlh Day 

Full Name 

Place of Birth ................................................................ . 

Name of Parent/Guardian ......................................... _ ............ . 

Name of Parent if with Guardian 

Address of Parent/Guardian 

Registration No. of Parent/Guardian ......... . Polling Division No ......... . 
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Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM No. 11 (Registration Rule 14(2)) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

(Front) 

Trinidad and Tobago 

SPACE FOR PHOTOGRAPH 

Signature 

IdenlificatioD Card 

(Back) 

Date issued. . .................... Registration No .............. . 

Name ...... . 

Date of birth ............................... ,Place of birth ................ . 

Nationality ................ , ..................... Height. , , .... Ft. .... .Ins ..... . 

Sex ............ Colour of eyes .................. Colour of skin .................. . 

Distinguishing Marks .............................................. , ........... . 

Signature of Officer Registering 

[Subsidiary) 
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FORM No. 12 (Registration Rule 16(1)) 

REPRESENT A nON OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Ust 01 TweDty QUesdODS 

Consecutive No. 

1. What is your father's name? ................................................ . 

2. What is your mother's name? ...... '.' ................................... , .. . 

3. What is the name of your father's father? .................................... . 

4. What is the name of your father's mother? ................................... . 

5. What is the name of your mother's falher? ............... , ................... . 

6. What is the name of your mothers mother? .................................. . 

7. Name the place visited on your first trip abroad, if any ........................ . 

8. What is the nature of the first serious accidental injury you have suffered, if any? 

9. What is the date of your first marriage, if any? ............................... . 

10. What is the name of your first wifelhusband, if any? .......................... . 

11. What is the name of the first school you attended, if any? ..................... . 

12. What was your age when you entered school? ................................ . 

13. What was your age when you left school? .................................... . 

14. Name any society, association, club or other body of which you are a member ... . 

15. Are you right or left handed? .............................................. . 

16. What is the name of your first employer? .................................... . 

17. What was the nature of the job in which you were first employed? .............. . 

18. What is the name of the brother nearest to you in age? ........................ . 

19. What is the name Of the sister nearest to you in age? .......................... . 

20. Is there any further information about yourself relative to your identification which 

you would like to give? .................................................... . 



LAWS OF TRIN1DAD AND TOBAGO 

Representation of the People Chap. 2:01 

Prescribed Forms Rules 

Signasure oj WilUe8" Signature oj A8Ntan# Regi6lration OJll«r 

FORM No. 13 
(Registration Rula 18(1» 

HEPRESENTATION 0' THE PEOPLE ACT 

Certificate as to Provisional Registration 
(To be complmd in '"plicate) 

Registration area of .................................... PoUing Division No ...............•...... 

Registration No. . ......... , ..................................... , ..................................... . 

This is to certify that provisional registration of ........... , ........... , ................... '. 
(name) 

of .......................................... 8.8 an olector·fnon.elector· has been allowed by me 
(addre"8) 

and that all entrics required to bo made by me upon the identification card of the said 

................................................ of .......................................................... .. 
(name) (addru8) 

bave been made. 

Dated this .................. day of ........................ 1 19 .... .. 

........................................... : .... 

To 1M above Pf'08pectitJe RegMtranl 

You are required to have your photograph taken by the official photographer 

stationed at .................................... or by any other offioial photographer. 

Take notice that your photograph must be taken in order that your registration 
may be completed. 

Date photograph taken ....................... . 

. ............................................. .. 
Signal .... oJ O§/<ial P/odQgropA 

-Delete if inapplicable. 
N .B.-The certificate does not attest to the bona fok of the registrant and should not 

be acoepted as identifying the holder. 
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LAWS OF TRINlDAD AND TOBAGO 

Representation of the People 

Prescribed Fonns Rules 

FORM No. 14 

(Registration Rule 24(2» 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

AppUcatlon for exemption from taking photograph 

Registration area of ......................................................... " ........................ . 

Polling Division No ................................................................................... . 

To: The l\egietration Officer ....................................................................... . 

Registration area of ................................................................................... . 

From: 
(here inser' name, addre8. and regiatration number 0/ applicant) 

I do hereby infonn you t.hat. 1 object. t.o the t.aking of my phot.ograph in accordance 
wit.h t.he Regist.ration Rules on the following grounds: 

(here aklle grounda oj objection) 

I n.ccorflingJy apply to you to be exempted from compliance with and from the 
operation of rule 23 of the said Rulos. 

Dated this .................. day of ........................• 19 ..... . 

SigruUure oj Applicant 

To the Registration Officer of the above registration area . 

• 1 recommend the grant of this application . 
• 1 do not recommend the grant of this application for the following roason ........... . 

>Delete if inapplicable. 



LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Representation of the People Chap. 2:01 
Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM No. 15 (Registration Rule 32) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

Notice of objedioD to regislntioo of aD elector 
(10 be completed in duplicate) 

FROM: (name of clectorfscrutinecr objecting-) .................................... . 

of (address) .............................................................. . 

To: (name of elector whose registration is being objected to) ...................... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . of (address) ................ , , ............................... . 

AND TO: the registration officer for the registration area of ......................... . 

Take nolice that I (name) ......... " an elector for Polling Division No ......... .in 

the registration area of .... ... a scrutineer assigned to the assistant registration officer 

for Polling Division No .......... in the above registration area- do hereby object to 
your registration as an elector for the said Polling Division on the following grounds: 

(here state grounds for objection) ............................................... . 

Dated this .......... day of. ............. , 19 .. .. 

-Delete if inapplicable. 

(Signatur~ of el~ctorfscrutin~~r- objecting 
or mark. of ~/ector and signatur~ of 
witness to such mark) 

199 
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LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Chap. 2:01 Representation of the People 
Prescrihed Forms Rules 

FORM No. 16 (Registration Rule 33(1» 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

ApplicadoD to registratioD officer for registratioD 85 aD elenor 

FROM 

(name of applicantJscruJineer·) 

~............................... ................. . 
(address) 

To: The registration officer for the registration area of 

I .................................. d ............................... . 
(name) (addres,) 

the above appUcantia scrutineer assigned to the under-mentioned assistant registration 
officer· do hereby apply for a reversal of the decision of the assistant registration officer 
for 

Polling Division No ................... ofthe registration area of ............. , ... . 

whereby he disallowed my registration/the registration of .......................... . 

(name of person whose application was dual/owed) 

~ ..................................................................... . 
as an elector. (address) 

Dated this .......... day of. .............. 19 .. .. 

• Delete if inapplicable. 

(Signature of applicantlscrutineer· or 
mark of applicant and signature of 
witness to such marie) 
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Representation of the Pe9pie Chap. 2:01 
Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM NO.l7 (Registration Rule 35(2)) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Notice 01 enquiry by registration officer into objedioD to or disaUowaDce 01 registratioD 8S 
an eledor 

FROM: The registration officer for the registration area of .......................... . 

To: The assistant registration officer for Polling Division No ............. , ....... . 

of the ahuvc rcgislnllinn area, and to· 
(name) 

of ......... . 
(address) 

Take notice thal-

tThe objection dated the .......... day of ............. " 19 ... " to the registration 

of ................................ . .of ..................... , .............. . 
(name) (address) 

tThe application dated the .......... day of ..............• 19 . , .. for the reversal of 
the decision of the above~mentioned assistant registration officer whereby he disallowed 

registration of .' , , , , , ... , , , , , , , ...... , . ' .... , .......... , . , ..................... . 
(name) 

~ .................................................. . 
(address) 

as an eJector for Polling Division No ......... .in the registration area of .......... , , .. . 

will be heard by me at .......... on .......... commencing at the hour of ........ . 

o'clock in the .......... noon. 

And further lake notice that unless you appear before me to be heard in the above 
matter, it may be determined in your absence. 

Dated this .......... day of .... , ......... , 19 ... . 

Registration Officer 

·Insert name and address of applicant or person whose registration has been objected to 
or disallowed. 

tDelete if inapplicable. 

R.P.A: 27 
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LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Chap. 2:01 Representation of the People 
Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM No. IS (Registration Rule 35(9» 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

Notice or disaDowaute by registratioD oDker 01 appDation for registration as aD eledor 

. FROM: The registration officer for the registration area of .......................... . 

To: ..................... ~ ........................ . 
(nome) (address) 

Take notice that your application (or the reversal of the decision of the assistant 

registration officer for Polling Division No ........ of the registration area of .......... . 

whereby he disallowed your registrationt/the registration of .......... of ... , ........ . 
(name) (address) 

as an elector in the above polling division has this day been disallowed by me on the 

grounds that (here state the grounds for disallowance) .................... , ....... , 

Dated this.,., ..... ,day of ......... , .. ,., 19 ... . 

Registration Officer 

·lnsert'11ame and address of applicant or person whose registration has been disallowed. 

tDelete if inapplicable. 



LA WS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Reprefentation of the People Chap. 2:01 
P,~scribf!d Forms Rules 

(From) FORM No. 19 (Registration Rule 36) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Check Card 

'Registration Area ............................ . REGISTRATION 

Date Number 
Polling Division No ..... . 

Registranr's Surname Given Name Initials 

Registrant's Residence 

(Number if any) (S"ut or road) 

(Town or village) 

Place and COLOUR 

Year of Sex Height 
Birth Skin 

(To be filled nul only if applicable: 
Applicant unable to sign Registration 
Record because: 

Illiterate 0 Disabled 0 

The nature of such disability is: 

Initials of Officer who filled oulthis Card: 

Marital Nationality 
Eyes Status 

Whetha objected 10 

Yes 0 No 0 

Objector: 

Name 

Address ...........•................ 

203 
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LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Chap. 2:01 Representation of the People 
Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM No. 19-Continued 

The following space shall be reserved for use by Registration Officer: 

Date 

(Back of Check Ca,d) 

Determination as to Validity 
Valid 

Yes 0 No 0 

To be fille--I out and signed by the person assigned to check under rule 37: 

'" .~ Note to person assigned: If you know of your own knowledge that this registrant 
H resides at his claimed residence and is qualified to be registered under the Registration 
~ Rules, you may, without further investigation write the words "Valid, Personal 
~ Knowledge" in this space and then sign your name and whenever applicable, and your 
'" title in the space below provided. o 

0 (If Registrant not interviewed) Family relationship 
~ Full name of person interviewed at of person intet-
u 
·E 0 Registrant's Residence or place of viewed to Registrant Z 
u Employment (State "None" if 
.9 -'" ~ u applicable): 
'0 ~.~ ~ .'" ~ 
0 ~ ..<: ~'. . ............................. 
'" 0 ~ Address at which interview took 
~ ~ place: u 
0 ;.-

.............................. 

Are you satisfied that registered person 
resides at the given address? 

How long has registered person 
resided at given address? 

Yes 0 No 0 How long has registered person 
resid~d in Trinidad and Tobago? 
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State any reason you have to believe that this Registration should not be approved. 
(II you have none, write "None") 

As a result of my investigation I believe this registration to be 

(Here write either "Valid" or "Not Valid") ....................................... . 

Signature of person assigned under rule 37 

FORM No. 20 (Registr.'io. Rule 38(1» 

REPRESEJIIT A nON OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

Nodce of enquiry tollSequea' DpoD report aoder rule 37 

FROM: The registration officer for the registration area of .......................... . 

M .............................................................. . 
(address of registration officer) 

To: 
(name) 

cl .................................................................. . 
(addr .... ) 

Take Notice thai on inquiries made into the validity of the information recorded on your 
registration record card certain discrepancies have been reponed as a result of which it is 
necessary for me to conduct an enquiry into the correctness of the information recorded 

on the said regislratiQn record card. The enquiry will commence al ................. . 

on the."", ... dayof .... , .. , .... , 19 .... at ......... o'clock in the ........... noon. 

And funher take notice that unless you appear before me in this matter it may be 
determined in four absence. 

Dated this ..... " ... day of. ,. , .......... ,19 .. .. 

Registrarion Offo?er 

To 

[Subsidiary J 
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Chap. 2:01 Representation of the People 
Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM No. 21 (Registration Rule 41(4» 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Noti« 01 intention 10 atDcel regisfration 

FROM: The registration officer for the registration area of .......................... . 

~ .....................................................•.............. 
(address a/registration office) 

To: 
(name) 

~ ..................................................... . 
(address) 

Take notice that I ........... propose to cancel your registration at my office at the 

above address on the. , ........ day of ............. " 19 ... " at the hour of ......... . 

o'clock in the .......... noon for the reason that-

(here stale reason for cancellation) 

unless you satisfy me (hat such cancellation is not justified. 

On or before the above time your are required to produce your identification card to me 
at my office at the above address. 

Dated this .......... day of .............. , 19 ... . 

Registration Officer 
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FORM No. 22 (Registration Rule 43(1» 
(FrOnl) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

Nolice of dlange of resideace or address 

To: The registration officer for the registration area of .......................... . 

at ............. . 
(addre.fS 0/ registralion office) 

Take notice that I have changed my place of residence as follows: 

FROM: 

To: .................................................................... . 

on the .......... day of .............. , 19 .. , . 

My name is ................................................................ . 
(Print in block lellers) 

and my registration number is ......... . 

Dated this .......... day of ............. " 19 ... . 

(Perforation) 

FORM No. 22 

Sig1UJlUr~ of r~gist~r~d p~rson or 
marie of r~gist~red person and 

signature of witness 

ON TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO GOVERNMENT SERVICE 

N.B.: Registered 
person must fill 
in his name and 
address opposite 

ELECTORAL DEPARTMENT 
(Back) 

ON TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO GOVERNMENT SERVICE 
The Registralion Officer 

Registration Area of ........................................................ . 

fROM: 

(Perforation) 

LR.O. JIl980 
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Chap,2:01 Representation of the People 
Prescribed Forms Rules 

I hereby acknowledge receipt of. your notice of change of residence dated the 

.......... day of ........ :-: ... '. 19 .... and wish to inform you that your registration 
record card has been amended accordingly· and has been transferred to the unit register 
for Polling Division No ..... -'your registration record card has not been amended~. 

Registralion Officr.r for the 
Regi.slrarion Area of 

-Delete if inapplicable. 

FORM No. 23 (Registration Rule 45(1)) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Notice of chmce or Dame 

FROM: 
(name) 

~ ..........••....................•.................................. 
(addr",,) 

whose registration number is ........................................... . 

To: The registration officer for the registration area of .......................... . 

~ .............................................. .. 
(address of registration offre) 

Take notice thai my name which now appears as: 

(here insert name in unit register) 

in the unit register for poUing division No ...... , ....................... . 

in the registration area of ............................................. . 
in which I am registered, has been changed to 

(here insert name as changed) 

Daled Ihis . 0 • 0 •••••• day of ............ 0 0, 19 ... . 

Signature of registered person or mark 
of registered person and signature of 

witness to such mark 
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Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM No. 24 (Registration Rule 47(2» 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE An 

Application ror replacement or identification card 
(10 be accompanied by lhe prescribed fee) 

The registration officer for the registration area of .................... . 

at .............................. ........ . 
(address of registrarion ,o/fo;e) 

I, 
(namr) 

cl.......... .............................. . 
(address) 

in polling division No .......... of the registration area of .......... hereby inform you 
that my identification card has been lostlstolenJdestroyedlmutilatedldefaced· and I do 
hereby apply for a replacement identification card. 

Dated Ihis .......... day of ............. '. 19 .. . 

• Delete if inapplicable. 

Signature of applicant or mark of 
applicant and signature of wi/nets 

to such mark 
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LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Chap. 2:01 Representation of tlte People 
Prescribed Forms Rules 

FURM No. 25 (Registration Rule 50(3)(a» 

REPRESENTATION OFTHE PEOPLE An 

Election to House of Representatives! . .... County Council 

Preliminary List of Eledors 

Electoral district of ... . .Polling Division No. 

Comprising the area 

Name of clcclllr (Family name first; names to be arranged 
in alphabetical order in groups under the several 

addresses in the polling division) 
Consecutive Number 

I, ............................................................. . 

registration officer for the registration area of . . ................... . 
certify that the ahove is a true copy of thc preliminary list of electors for Ihe polling 

division No .......... in the said registration mea. 

Dated this .......... day of .............. , 19 ... . 

R~gistration Officer for the registration 
area of 

, .................................... 
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FORM No. 26 (Registration Rule 50(3)(b) 

REPRESENTATION OF HIE PEOPLE ACT 

Election It) the Council of. ........... Corporation 

Preliminary Us. or Eledors 

Electoral district of . .... Polling Division No .. 

Comprising the area ..... 

Name of elector (Family name lirst; 
names to be arranged in alphahctical 

order in groups umlcr the scvcrill 
addrcs~cs in the 1){)lIing division) 

t .. 

I, 

. . . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Oualifying property Consecutive number 

registration officer for the registration area of ........... . 
certify Ihat the above is a true copy of the preliminary list of electors for the polling 

division Nn. 

Dated this ... 

.. in the said rcgislrulion area. 

..dayur .............. , 19 ... . 

Registration OfflCl!r for the rl!gislralion 
area of 

·'Icrc· set oul persons having residence Qualifications. 
tHere scI oul persons having property qualifications. 

~¥.Jfuc::,. 
\;}?>i ~ 1'136 , 

L.R.O. 111980 
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Chap. 2:01 Representation of the People 
Prescribed Forms Ru~/e-s--'------------

FORM No. 27 (Registration Rule 58) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Election 10 House of Representatins/Muniapsl CouDal/County Couocil· 
Notice of prelimiDary list of electors 

Electoral district of 

Polling division No , .. , . . . . . . . .............. , . 
Take notice that the list of electors posted next to this notice is a copy of the preliminary 

list of electors for the above-mentioned polling division. 

(a) If a person whose name is not on the said list claims thai he is entitled to be 
registered as an elector for the said polling division he may make oral 
application therdor to the temporary assistant registration officer of the! said 
polling division at his office mentioned in paragraph (i) below. 

(b) If a person whose name is not on the said list claims that he is registered as an 
elector for the said polling division, he should apply in the prescribed form to 
have his name inserted in the revised list. 

(c) If a person whose name is on the said list claims that he has changed his place 
of residence to another address in the above· mentioned polling division or tn 
another polling division in the under· mentioned registration area he should 
give notice thereof in the prescribed form. 

(d) If a person whose name is on the said list claims that he has changed his place 
of residence from the under·mentioned registration area to a polling division 
in another registration area he should make oral application for registration 
as an elector to the temporary assistant registration officer for the polling 
division in which he is now resident. 

(e) If a person whose name is on the said list claims that he has changed his name 
as appears on the said list he should give nolice thereof in the prescribed 
form. 

(/) Notice of an objection to the registration of any person whose name is on the 
said list may be made in the prescribed form by any elector or by a scrutineer 
allsigned to the temporary assistant registration officer of the above· 
mentioned polling division. 

(8) Action as in the preceding paragraphs may be taken not later than the ... 

...... . day of .............. , 19 ... . 
(h) If a person whose name is not on the said list has made oral application for 

registration as in paragraph (a) but his registration has been disallowed. 
application for his registration as an elector may be made to the under· 
mentioned registration officer in the prescribed form by such person or by a 
scrutineer assigned to the temporary assistant registration officer for the 
above polling division. Such application may be made not later than the 

...... : ... d.yof. .............. 19 .... . 
(i) An application referred to in paragraphs (b) and (h) and a notice referred to 

in paragraphs (c), (e) and (fl shall be addressed to the U1\der·mentioned 
registration officer at his office and may be sent to him to his said office by 
registered post, or may be delivered by hand to him at the said office or to the 
temporary assistant registration officer for the ahove·mentioned polling 

division at his office at .............................................. . 

(j) Copies of the prescribed forms referred to above may be obtained free of 
charge at the office of a registration officer or of a temporary assistant 
registration officer or at any post office. 
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Dated this .......... day of ............. " 19 ... . 

Registration Officer for the 

registration area of .................. . 

Whose office is at ................... . 

• Delete if inapplicable. 

FORM No. 28 (Registration Rule 60) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

AppUattiOD by eledor omi«cd rrom prelimiDary Usc ror indusioa 
in revised list 

Registration area of ........................................................... . 

Polling division No .......................................... , ................. . 

From: .........................•....... of .....................•..............• 
(name) (address) 

To: The registration officer for the registration area of ...•....... , ...... ,', ..... . 

M .................................................................. . 
(Address 0/ registration office) 

I, I hereby inform you that I am registered as an elector for the above poUing division 
but that my name does not appear on the pretin:inary list of electors for the said polling 
division. 

2. My registration number is ' , , ...... . 

3. I hereby apply to have my name included in the revised list of electors for the said 
polling division. 

Dated this. , , ....... day of ........... , . '. 19 .. , , 

Signature 0/ applicant or mork 0/ 
appUCDnI and s;glUlture 0/ witness 

10 such mark 
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FORM No. 21) (Registration Rule 62(3» 

REPRESENTATION m "lIlE PEOPI.E At1 

Election tu Bouse of Representatives! ........... County Council-

Revised Usl or Electors 

ElcClrral district or ... .Polling Division No . 

Cumr :sing the area. 

The r()lIuwin~ is .. li:-'I of all persons in the abuve polling division who arc registered as 

electors for the election to tlc held on the ... ... day of. .,,19. 

An objection to the registration of any person whose mH1" • :\ included in thl' said list hut 
did not appear on either the preliminary or the :-.upplcmclltary list of electors shall he 
addressed to the undcrmcntinncd registration officer at his ofricc and may he sent tn him 
to his said office hy I ('gi~tercd post or may he delivered hy hand to him at his said office not 

later than the. ... day of .............. , 19. 

Name of elector (Family name first; names to he arranged 
in alphabetic:J1 order in groups under the several 

addresses in the polling division) 

I. 

registration officer (or the registration area of . 

Consecutive Number 

certify that the above is a true copy of the revised list of electors for polling division 

No ......... .in rhe said regi~tration area. 

Dated this .......... dity of .............. , 11) ... . 
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• Delete if inapplicable. 

Prescribed Forms Rules 

Regi~tration officer for the regi"tration 
area oj 

whoso office is nt ....................... . 

FOR"~ No. 20A 
(Rogistrat.ion Rule 64A) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Elect.ion to House of Reprosentntiv08/ ................................... County Council· 

Supplemental List of Electors 

Eloctoral district. of ......................... , .......... Polling Division No ..................... . 

Compri~jng the arcll. .......... , ............... , ................................ , .... , .................. . 
The following if! A. li'it of poNlons in t.ho o.hovo polling divi!!ion whose names have 
boon inadvertently omittod from tho RcviRed List and who are registered as eloctors 

for the election to bo hold on tho ...... " ............... , .................................... day 

0[ ........................... , ...................................................................... 10 ..... . 
An objection to tho rogistration of any person whose name is included in the said 
list hut, did not Rppcar on either tho proliminnry or tho revised Jist of electors shaH 
be aciclrosscd to tha undcrmontioned registration omcrr nt hia office and may be 
sont. to him to his Raid onico by rogiIJtcrcd post or may be delivered by hand to him 

at his said OffiCD llot luLor than tho ..... " ................. day of.. ...................... lO ..... . 

.. ' 

{14S/19811. 
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Name of Elector (Family Na.me first i names to be nrrnngcd in alphabetical ordel 
in groups under tho severol addrossci'l ifl the polling division). 

Name of person deleted Consecutive No. Name of person nulled Consecutive 
from Revised List on H.evised List to ll.oviaed List No . 

. J 

I, ........................................... ' ...................... Registra.tion Officer for the 

registration area of .................................................................. ,' .certify that 

tho abovo is n true copy of the supplemental list of olecLors for polling division 

No ....................................................... in the snid rogistration area. 

*Delete if inapplicable. 
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FORM No. 30 

Cbap. 2:01 

(Regi.tration Rule 62(3)) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PBOPLE ACT 

Election to the Cowlcil of the ................................................... Corporation 

Revised List of Electortj 

Elect.ornl district of. ......................................... Polling Division No .............. . 

Comprising tho a.rea .. , .. ,', .............. , .......................... , .......... , ...................... . 

Tho following is a list of all persons in the above polling diyision who are registered 

ns olectors for the election to bo held on tho .................. day of .................. ,19 ..... . 

An objection to tho registration of any person whose name is included in the said 

list but did not appear on eit.he~ the ptoliminary or the supplomentary list. of electors 
shall bo addressed to tho ulldermentioncd registration officer at his office and may be 
sont to him to his said ofiico by registored post or may be delivored by hand to him 

at his said onice not later than tho ............... day of ........................ ,19 ..... . 

Name of elector (Family name 
first; namos to be arrangod in 
alphabotieal order in groups 
under the soveral addrosses in 

tho polling division) 

Qualifying property CoJl8CCUtive number 

............................................................................................................ 

t··············································· ............................. . 

................................................ .............................. ............................. . 

................................................ .............................. ............................. . 

·Here aot out persona having residonce qualillcation. 
tHore Bot out persons having property qualification. 

R.P.A.29 
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It ............................................ · ... · ....................................................... . 

registration officer for the registration area of .................................................. . 
certify that the above is a true copy of the revised list of electors for polling division 

No ................... in the 88id registration area. 

Dated this ................ ", .. day of ........................ ' ............ 19 .. " .... . 

R~,.ation oJliar for the regi8lration 
area oj 

whose office i!l at .......................... . 
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To: 
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FORM No. 31 (Registration Rule 66(5» 

REPRESENTATION QFTHE PEOPLE ACT 

Option wbere person bas more than ODe place of resideDc~ 

(name) 

The registration officer (or the registration area of .......................... . 

at ................. . ......................... )' .................•..... 
(address 0/ registration office) 

Take notice that I have the following places of residence: ................. \ .. . 

(here insert places of residence) 

And further take notice that I do hereby elect 10 be registered at the following 
address: 

(here insert address) 

Dated this .......... day of ............. 'f 19 ... . 

Signature of person or mark of 
person and signature of wil1less 

to such mark 
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FORM No. 32 (Registration Rule 67(2» 

REPRESENTATIOf'll QFTI-lE PEOPLE Act 

Statutory DedaratioD 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

I, .............. . 

do solemnly and sincerely declare as follows: 

I make this declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true and I am aware 
that if there is any statement in this declaration which is false in fact, which I know or 
believe to be false or do nol believe to be true, I am guilty of an offence against the 
Registration Rules and liable to tine and imprisonment. 

.............. ,19 .... 

• Delete where m3pplicablc. 

Before Me 

Commissioner of Affidavits'/JllSlice 
of the Peace 
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FORM No. 33 (Registration Rule 71 (2» 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Oalh of Interpreter 

I .......................................................................... . 

swear that I will well and faithfully interpret and true explanation make to .......... . 

(here insert name of of freT) 

and ..................... . 
(here insert name of person) 

of all such matters and things as shall be required of me according to the best of my skill 
and understanding. 

So HELP ME GOD 

Signature 

Sworn before me at .......... this .......... day of ............. " 19 ... . 

• Delete if inapplicable. 

Registration offo:ulassislant 
regi.flration o/freT· 

(Subsidiary) 
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(Front) 
FORM No. 34 (Registration Rule 72(1)) 

REPRESENTATION OFTItE PEOPLE ACT 

Eaqulry IS 10 address 

This enquiry is addressed to you by way of a routine check on the accuracy of the unit 
register for your polling division. You are required to notify me within rourteen days on 

.the form attached whether you still continue 10 reside at the address given below which is 
now entered on your registration record card. The said form may L n .. i.urncd to me by 
hand or by post 

Daled this .......... day of ............. '. 19 ... . 

Chief Election Officer-

The Registration Officer. 

Regislfation Area of 

(Perforation) 

Chief Electio" O/fiur-' 
Registration Offr:er 

I confirm that I am now residing at the following address: 

Dated this .......... day of. .............• 19 .... . 

Signature ................................... . 

• Delete if inapplicable. 

(Back) 
ON TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO GOVERNMENT SERVICE 

The Registration Officer. 

Registration Area of 

(address of registration offo:e) 
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FORM No. 35 (Election Rule 4(1)(0) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

Notice of EledioD of. Member/Membcn' for the Eledoral Distrid of •....••••• 

his Excellency the President having issued His Writ for the Election of a memberl 

members' of the House of Representatives/Council of the., ........ Corporation! 

the ......... County Council' for the electoral district of ......... '. the Returning 

Officer of the said district will on the .......... and .......... days of .......... now 

next ensuing between the hours of 9 a.m. to noon at .......... examine and decide on the. 
validity of the nomination papers of candidates, and the Returning Officer of the said 

district will on the .......... day of .............. , 19 .... , now next ensuing between 

the hours ot 9 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. al .......... , proceed to the nomi.nation, 
and it chere is no opposition, to the election ot a member/members· tor the electoral 

district ot ......... . 

Nomination paper forms may be obtained at the office ot .......... , between the hours 

ot .......... and .......... daily except on Saturday and Sunday. 

Every nomination paper must be signed by any six or mor" persons whose names appear 

on the lists of electors for the electoral district of .......... and be handed to the 
Returning Officer between the said hours of 9 a.m. and noon. 

No nomination paper shall be valid or acted upon by th,! Returning Officer unless it is 
accompanied by-

(a) the consent in writing of the person therein nominated or, if he be absent 
from Trinidad and Tobago, of his duly authorised agent; and 

(b) a deposit of five hundred dollars/cwo hundred dollars· in legal tender, by 
banker's draft. or, with the consent of the Returning Officer, in any other 
manner. 

In the event of the election being contested the poll will take place between the hours of 

6 a.m. and 6 p.m. on the .......... day of .............. , 19 .... the count of the special 

votes will take place thereafter at .......... at the hour of .......... p.m., and as soon as 
possible thereafter the preliminary results of the pon win be announced at the said place. 

If no written request is received by the Returning Officer by 12 noon on .......... the 
Returning Officer shall confirm the result revealed by the statement of the poll from all the 
polling stations and the count of the special poll and declare the candidate recorded as 
having received the most votes to be elected. 

In the event that a request is received for a final count such count shall be conducted 

at .......... on the .......... day of .............. , 19 .... commencing at the how 

of .......... a.m.lp.m. and thereafter the number of votes given for the several candidates 
will be determined in accordance with the election rules. 

The Returning Officer shall not be required to give any other notice of the date, time 
and place of the final count other than that given above. 
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The office of the Returning Officer for the electoral district of ......... .is situate 

at .......... . 

Date ................. ', ...... . 

·Deletc if inapplicable. 

FORM No. 36 

Returning Offo:er for the 
electoral district of 

(Election Rule 6(7» 

REPRESENTATION OFlltE PEOPLE ACT 

Notice of Appeal 
(Invalid Nomination Paper) 

TAKE NOTICE that I .......... of ....... , ." a candidate/agent- for ......... . 

of .......... 3 candidate for the electoral district of ......... " hereby appeal against the 
decision of the Returning Officer of the said electoral district that my nomination paper is 
invalid. 

Dated this .......... day of ............. " 19 ... . 

Signature of candidate or his agent 

To the Regislrar of the High Coun. 

-Delele if inapplicable. 
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FORM No. 37 (Election Rule 7(2) and (3)) 

REPRESEtITATION OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

NomiDatioD Paper 

We, the undersigned electors for the electoral district of .......... do hereby nominate 
the following person as a proper person to serve as a member of the House of 

Representatives/the Council of the .......... Corporation/the .......... County 

Council- for the said electoral district of ......... " and we certify that to the best of our \ ~ ~.J- N~ 
belief he is qualified for election as a member of the House of Representatives/the Council ;J-~ '\ ~ \ ~ 3 b . 

of the .......... Corporation/the .. , , ...... County Council· under the provisions 

relating thereto of the port~or·Spain Corporation Ordinance/the San Femando Cor­
poration Ordinance/the Arima Corporation Ordinance/the County Councils Act-. 

Surname 

Surname 

R.P.A.30 

Particulars regarding candidate 

Other Names Address 

Particulars regarding proposers 

Other Names 

Signatures of 
proposers 

Address 

Occupation 

Registration 
Number 

L.R.O. 1/1980 
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I •......... " nominated in the foregoing nomination paper hereby consent to such 
nomination as candidate for election as a member of the House of Representatives/the 

Council of the .......... Corporation/the .......... County Council· for the electoral 

district of ....... , . " and name as my address for serving of process and papers under the 
Representation of the People Act-

Address ................................... , ............................. . 

Witness my hand this .......... day of. ........ '. 19 ... . 
Signed by the said nominee in the 

presence of 

Signature of Wimess Signature of Candidate 

*Delete if inapplicable. 
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FORM No. 38 (Election Rule 7(2) and (3» 

REPRESENTATION OF mE PEOPLE ACT 

NomiDatioa Paper 

We, the undersigned electors (or the electoral district of .......... do hereby nominate 
the following person as a proper person to serve as a member of the House of 

Representatives/the Council of the .......... Corporation/the .......... County 

Council· for the said electoral district of ......... '. and we,certify that to the best of our 
belief he is qualified (or election as a member of the House of Representatives/the Council 

of the .......... Corporation/the .......... County Council- under the provisions 

relating thereto of the Port-or-Spain Corporation Ordinancclthe San Fernando Cor­
poration Ordinance/the Ariml\ Corporation Ordinance/the County Councils Act·. 

P.rtic:ul.n regarding caudidate 

Surname Other Names Address Occupation 

............................................................................ 

Surname 

Particu1an regarding proposen 

Other Names 

Signatures of 
proposers 

Address Registration 
Number 

L.R.O. /1/980 
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x. y" nominated in the foregoing nomination paper, has consented to such nomination 
as candidate for election as a member of the House of Representatives/the Council of 

the .......... Corporation/the .......... County Council- for the electoral district 

of ......... " and has named as his address for serving of process and papers under the 
Representation of the People Act-

Address ................................................................. . 

Witness my hand this .......... day of ..........• 19 ... . 
Signed by the duly authorised 

agent of the said nominee in 
the presence of: 

Signature 0/ Witness 

• Delete if inapplicable. 

Signature of duly authorised 
Agent of Candidate 
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FORM No. 39 (Election Rule 8) 

REPRESEI'lTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Slatulory DeclaratioD 01 a PersoD Nominated as a Candidate lor ElectioD as a Member or 
tbe House of Represeotatives 

Qualification of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . 
nominated as a candidate for election as a member of the House of Representatives for 

the Electoral District of ...................... . 

I .......... . 

of .............................................. in the ....................... . 

of ........... , ..................... , ......... do solemnly and sincerely dedare as 
follows:-

That 1 am duly qualified to be elected as a member of the House of Representatives for 
this Electoral District and that-

t. I am a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago of the age of eighteen years or upwards. 

2. ·1 have resided in Trinidad and Tobago [or a period of at least two years 
immediately beCore the date of my nomination for election. 

3. I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgment of allegiance. 
obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state. 

4. I am not an undischarged bankrupt under any law in force in any part of the 
Commonwealth. 

S. I am not a person certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound 
mind under any law in force in Trinidad and Tobago. 

6. 1 am not under sentence of death imposed on me by a Court in any part of the 
Commonwealth. 

7. I am not serving a sentence of im'prisonment exceeding twelve months imposed on 
me by a Court in any part of the Commonwealth or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a Court, nor am I 
under such a sentence of imprisonment the execution of which has been 
suspended. 

8. I am not disqualified for membership of the House of Representatives by any law of 
Parliament hy reason of my holding. or acting in. any office the functions of 
which involve-

(i) any responsibility for or in connection with the conduct of any election; 
or 

(ii) any responsibility for the compilation Of revision of any electoral 
register. 

9. I am not disqualified for membership of the House of Representatives by virtue of 
any law of Parliament by reason of my having been convicted of any offence 
relating to elections. 

10. I am not disqualified for membership of the House of Representatives by any Jaw of 
Parliament by reason of-

(i) my holding or acting in any office or appointment specified by such law; 

(ii) my belonging to any of the armed forces of the Siale specified by such 
law or to any class of person so specified that is comprised in any such 
force; or 

(iii) my belonging !u any police force specified by such law or to any class of 
person so sp\:cified that is comprised in any such force. 
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I make this declaration conscientiously believing (he same to be true and according to 
the Statutory Declarations Act (Ch. 7:04), and I am aware thai if there is any statement in 
this declaration which is false in fact which I know or believe to be false or do not believe 
to be true, I am liable to fine and imprisonment. 

(Signed) 

Declared before me this .......... day of ........... , . '. 19 ... . 

(Signed) ................................ . 
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FORM No. 40 (Election Rule 8) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Statutory Dedaration of Agent of a Penon Nominated as a Cudidate for Election as • 
Member of tbe House of RepresentatiYes 

Qualification of ......................... of ............. , .................... , .. 
(name) (address) 

in the ................................. of ...................... ~ ............. . 
nominated as a candidate for election as a member of the House of Representatives for 

the Electoral District of ...... '.' ............................................... . 

I ......................................................................... . 

~............ .................. ~~ ...................... . 

of ........................................... do solemnly and sincerely declare as 
foUows:-

That ...................... .is duly qualified to be elected as a member 
of th~ House of Representatives for this Electoral District, and that-

I. He is a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago of the age of eighteen years or upwards. 

2. -He has resided in Trinidad and Tobago for a period of at least two years 
immediately before the date of his nomination for election. 
-He is domiciled in Trinidad and Tobago and is resident therein at the date of his 
nomination for election. 

3. He is not, by virtue of his own act, under any acknowledgment of allegiance, 
obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state. 

4. He is not an undischarged bankrupt under any law in force in any part of the 
Commonwealth. 

5. He is not a person certified to be insane or otherwise adjudged to be of unsound 
mind under any law in force in Trinidad and Tobago. 

6. He is not under sentence of death imposed on him by a Court in any part of the 
Commonwealth. 

7. He is not serving a sentence of imprisonment exceeding twelve months imposed on 
him by a Court in any part of the Commonwealth or substituted by competent 
authority for sone other sentence imposed on him by such Court, nor is he 
under such a sentence of imprisonment the execution of which has been 
suspended. 

8. He is not disqualified for membership of the House of Representatives by any law 
of Parliament by reason of his holding, or acting in, any office the functions of 
which involve-

(i) any responsibility for or in connection with the conduct of any election; 
or 

(ii) any responsibility for the compilation or revision of any electoral 
register. 

9, He is not disqualified for membership of the House of RepresentatiTes by virtue of 
any law of Parliament by reason of his having been convicted of any offence 
relating to elections. 

10. He is not disqualified for membership of the House of Representatives by any law 
of Parliament by reason of-

(i) his holding Of acting in any office or appointment specified by such law; 

.L.R.O. 111980 
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(ii) his belonging to any of the aooed forces of the State specified by such 
law or to any class of person so specified that is comprised in any such 
force; or 

(iii) his belonging to any police force specified by such law or to any class of 
person so specified that is comprised in any such force. 

I make this declaration conscientiously helieving the same to he true and according tn 
the Statutory Dedarations Act (Ch. 7:04) .• and I am aware Ihal if there is any statement in 
lhis dcci:ualiun which is false in fact which I know or helieve tn he fnlse or do nnl believe 
to be true, I am liahle to fmc and imprisonment. 

(Signed) 

Declared before me this .......... day of ............. '. 19 ... . 

(Signed) ................................ . 

• Delete if inapplicable. 
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FORM No. 41 

REPRESENTATION OFrnE PEoPLE Acr 

Chap. 2:01 

(Election Rule 8) 

Statutory DedaratioD of a PenoD Nominated .s • CuuUdale for ElectioD as • CoaadUor 
of • Muaidpal Couodl 

. Qualification of ............................................................... . 

nominated as a candidate for election as a Councillor of the Council of the .......... . 

Corporation for the Electoral District of ......................................... . 

I ............................................... ~ .. ': , .................... . 

~............. .................... ~~ ...................... . 

of ........................................... do solemnly and sincerely declare as 
follows:-

That 1 am duly qualified to be elected as a Councillor of the Council of the ........ . 

. . . . . . . . . . Corporation and that-

1. I am a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago. 

2. I am qualified to be registered as an elector for the City of Pon-of-SpainlBorough 
of San Fernando/Borough of Arima-, under seclion 13 of the Representation of 
the People Act. 

3. -I am able to speak and read the English language. 

4. -I am able to speak the English language, but am incapacitated by ............ . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . Jrom reading it. 

5. I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgment of allegiance, 
obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state. 

6. I am not an undischarged bankrupt under any law in force in any part of the 
Commonwealth. 

7. I am not mentally ill within the meaning of the Mental Health Act (Ch. 28:02). 

8. I am not under sentence of death imposed on me by a Coun in any part of the 
Commonwealth. . 

9. I am nol serving a sentence of imprisonment exceeding twelve months imposed on 
me hy a C(lur~ in any part of the Commonwealth or suhstituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on me by such a Cuurt, nor am I 
under such a sentence of imprisonment the execution of which has been 
suspended. 

10. I am not disqualified for election to the Council of the ...................... . 
Corporation under the Representation of the People Act. 

11. I do not hold any office or place of profit other than that of Mayor or Deputy 
Mayor, in the gift or disposal of the Corporation. 

12. I am not debarred from exercising the practice of my profession on account of any 
. act involving dishonesty. 

13. I have not within five years berr~. polling day for the election to which this 
declaration relates been surcharged to an amount exceeding two thousand five 
hundred dollars under the Exchequer and Audit Act (Ch. 69:01). 

R.P.A.31 
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I make this declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true and according to 
the Statulory Declarations Ad (Ch. 7:04), and I am aware that if there is any statement in 
this declaration which is false in fact which I know or believe 10 be false or do not believe 
to be true, I am liable to fine and imprisonment. 

(Signed) ................................ . 

Declared before me this .......... day of. ............ " 19 ... . 

(Signed) ................................ . 

-Delete if inapplicable. 
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FORM No. 42 (Election Rule 8) 

REPRESENT A 110N OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

Statutory Dedaratioo of AgeDt 01. PenoD Nomln.le4 as a Caadidate for Election as a 
CouadDor or. MDDidpa1 Coaudl 

Qualification of ......................... of .......... _ ......................... . 
(name) (address) 

~~ ................................ d ................... ................ . 

nominated as a candidate for election as a Councillor of t~e Council of the .......... . 

Corporation for the electoral district of .......................................... . 

I, , ........................................................................ . 

~ ......................................... ~~ ....................... . 

of ............................... , ........... do solemnly and sincerely declare as 
follows:-

That ........... .is duly qualified to be elected as a Councillor of tbe Council of the 

... Corporation and that-

1. He is a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago. 

2. He is qualified to be registered as an elector for the City of Port·of·SpainIBorough 
of San FernandolBorough of Arima-, under the provision of section 13 of the 
Representation of the People Act. 

3 .• He is able to speak and read the English language. 

4. -He is able to speak the English language, but is incapacitated by 

............ .from reading it. 

S. He is not, by virtue of his own act, under any acknowledgment of aUegiance, 
obedience or adherence to any foreign power or state. 

6. He is not an undischarged bankrupt under any law in force in any part of the 
Commonwealth. 

7. He is not mentally in within the meaning of the Mental Health Act (01. 28:02). 
8. He is not under sentence of death imposed on him by a Court in any part of the 

Commonwealth. 

9. He is nol serving a sentence of imprisonment exceeding twelve months imposed on 
him by a Court in any part of the Commonwealth or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on him by such a Court, nor is he 
under such a sentence of imprisonment the execution of which has been 
suspended. 

10. He is not disqualified for election to the Council of the ...................... . 
'-:orporation under the Representation of the People Act. 

II. He does not hold any office or place of profit, other than that of Mayor or Deputy 
Mayor, in the gift or disposal of the Corporation. 
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12. He is not debarred from exercising the practice of his profession on account of any 
act involving dishonesty. 

13. He has not within five years before polling day for the election to which this 
declaration relates been surcharged to an amount exceeding two thousand five 
hundred dollars under the Exchequer and Audit Act (Ch. 69:01). 

14. He is nol a Member of the Senate or the House of Representatives or of a County 
Council. 

I make Ihis declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true and according to 
the Statutory Declarations Act (Ch. 7:04), and I am aware that if there is any statement in 
this declaration which is false in fact which I know or believe to be false or do not believe 
to be true, I am liable 10 fine and imprisonment. 

(Signed) 

Declared before me Ihis .......... day of. ............. , 19 ... . 

(Signed) ................................ . 

• Delele if inapplicable. 
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FORM No. 43 

REPRESENT AnON Of THE PEoPLE Acr 

Chap. 2:01 

(Election Rule 8) 

Statutory Declaration of. Penon NomID.ted a5. Camdldate '(Of Election as. Member 01 
• Couaty Coundl 

Qualification of .................................................... , . , ........ . 

nominated as a candidate for election as a member of the County Council of ........ . 

for the Electoral District of ....................................... _ ... , ........ . 

I, ......................................................................... . 

of .............................................• inthe ....................... . 

of ........................................... do solemnly and sincerely declare as 
follows:-

That I am duly qualified to be elected as a member of the County Council of ...... . 

........... . and that-

I. I am a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago. 

2. I am qualified to be an elector for the electoral district of .................... . 
under the provisions of section 12 of the Representation of the People Act. 

3. ·1 am able to speak and read the English language. 

4. ·1 am able to speak the English language, but am incapacitated by ............ . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . from reading it 

5. I reside in the electoral district of ..................................... , ... . 

6. I am not, by virtue of my own act, under any acknowledgment of allegiance, 
obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state. 

7. I am not an undischarged bankrupt under any law in force in any part of the 
Commonwealth. 

8. I am not mentally ill within the meaning of the Mental Health Act (Ch. 28:02). 

9. I am not under sentence of death imposed on me by a Court in any part of the 
Commonwealth. 

10. I am not serving a sentence of imprisonment exceeding twelve months imposed on 
me by a Court in any part of the Commonwealth or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentcnce imposed on me by such a Court, nor am I 
under such a sentence of imprisonment the execution of which has been 
suspended. 

11. 1 am not disqualified for election 10 the County Council·of ............... " .. . 
. . . . . . . . . . under the Representation of the People Act. 

12. I do not hold any office or appointment of profit in the County Council 

~ ...................................................... -~~ 
Commiltee or sub-committee thereof, other than that of Chairman or Vice­
Chairman of the said County Council. 

13. I am not debarred from exercising the practice of my profession on account of any 
act involving dishonesty. 
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14. I am not a member of the Senate, or the House of Representatives or of a 
Municipal Council. 

I make this declaration conscientiously. believing the same to be lrue and according to 
the Statutory Declarations Act (Ch. 7:04), and] am aware that if there is any statement in 
this declaration which is false in fact which I know or believe to be false or do nol believe 
to be true, I am Iiab''! to fine and imprisonment. 

(Signed) ................................ . 

Declared before me this .......... day of. ........... '.', 19 ... . 

(Signed) ................................ . 

• Delete if inapplicable. 



LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Representation of the People 
Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM No. 44 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Chap. 2:01 

(Election Rule 8) 

Statutory DedaratioD of Agent of. Penon Nominated as a Caadidale for Election as a 
Member of. CODDty Couodl 

Qualification of ......................... of .................................... . 
(nam.) (addr ... s) 

~~ ................................ d ................... ................. . 

nominated as a candidate for election as a member of the County Council of ........ . 

for the Electoral District of .................................................... . 

I .......................................................................... . 

cl ............................................. ~~ ....................... . 

of ........................................... do solemnly and sincerely declare as 
foUows:-

That ................................ .is duly qualified to be elected as a member 

of the County Council of .............................................. and that-

1. He is a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago. 

2. He is qualified to be registered as an elector. 

3. ·He is able to speak and read the English language. 

4. ·He is able to speak the English la!lguage, but is incapacitated by 

............ .from reading it. 

5. He resides in the County of .............................................. . 

6. He is not, by virtue of his own act, under any acknowledgment of allegiance. 
obedience or adherence to a foreign power or state. 

7. He is not an undischarged bankrupt under any law in force in any part of the 
Commonwealth. 

8. He is not mentally ill within the meaning of the Mental Health Act (Cli. 28:02). 

9. He is not under sentence of death imposed on him by a Court in any part of the 
Commonwealth. 

10. He is not serving a sentence of imprisonment exceeding twelve months imposed on 
him by a Court in any part of the Commonwealth or substituted by competent 
authority for some other sentence imposed on him by such a Court, nor is he 
under such a sentence of imprisonment the execution of which has been 
suspended. 

11. He is not disqualified for election to the County Council of .................. . 
under the Representation of the People Act. 

12. He does not hold any office or place of profit in the County Council !Jf ......... . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . or of any Committee or Sub-Committee thereof other than that of 
Otairman or Vice-Chainnan of the said County Council. 

237 
[Subsidiary J 

\ s.......~N~ \b? ~ \'\,,\1' 

L.R.O. JIl980 



238 
[su .... dlarJl 

LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Chap.2~:~O~1 ____ ~R~ep~r~e~se~n~la=l=io~n~o~f='h~e~P~eo~p~l=e ____________ __ 
Prescribed Forms Rules 

13. He is not debarred (rom exercising the practice of his profession on account of any 
act involving dishonesty. 

14. He is not a member of the Senate or the House of Representatives or of a 
MuniCipal Council. 

I make this declaration conscientiously believing the same to be true and according to 
the Statutory Declarations Act (Ch. 7:04). and I am aware that if there is any statement in 
this declaration which is false in fact which I know or believe to be false or do not believe 
to be true, I am liable to fine and imprisonment. 

(Signed) 

Declared before me this .......... day of. ............ '. 19 ... . 

(Signed) ................................ . 

·Delete if inapplicable. 

FORM No. 45 (Election Rule 15(2)) 

REPRESENT ATlON Of mE PEoPLE ACT 

Return of UntoDtested EledioD 

I hereby certify that the memberfmembers· elected ror the electoral district or 

... , , , , , .. , in pursuance or the within Writ is/are· llnsert, nome, address and occupation 
of memberfmembers elected as Slated on the nominalion paper]. no other candidate having 
been nominated/the other or all other candidates having withdrawn·, 

Dated at .. , .. , , . , ,this ..... , , , , .day or .. , , , , , , .... , '. 19 .... 

Returning Officer 
TO: The Chier Election Orticer, 

·Delete ir inapplicable, 
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FORM No. 46 (Election Rule 16(2» 

REPRESENTAnON OF TIlE PEOPLE ACT 

Notice 01 Taldug a PoD 

The Electoral District of ....................................................... . 
Notice is hereby given to the electors of the electoral district aforesaid thai a poll wiD be 

taken for the election now pending for the said electoral district and that such poll will be 

opened on the .......... day of ...................• 19 ... " at the hour of six in the 
forenoon and kept open till the hour of six in the afternoon in the following polling 
stations established in the various polling divisions comprised in the said electoral 
dislricl-

Polling Stations: 

And that the candidates in the above electoral district are as follows:-

Name Address Occupation Symbol 

of which all persons are hereby required to take nolice and govern themselves accordingly. 

Given under my hand at ......... .this .......... day of ..............• 19 ... . 

Returning O/freT 

R.P.A.32 
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(Back) 
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FORM No. 47 (Elec.ion Rule 22(4)) 

BALLOT PAPER 

I. Emmanuel 

~L~ RONSON 
475, Marli Street 

Insurance Broker 

2. Conrad D. 

c#e BABULAH 
72. Chancery Lane 

Engineer 

3. Francis a OCEAN 
291, Hoyle Street 

Merchant 

,4. Krishna 
RAMPERSAA 

Southern Main Road 
Financier 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEoPLE ACT 

BALLOT PAPER 

PARLIAMENTARY ElECfIONf 
MUNICIPAL COUNCIUCOUNTY COUNCIL" 

Electoral District of 

Polling Day: 

·DeletOo if inapplicable. 

Space for 
Initials 
01 P.O. 
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FORM No. 48 (Election Rule 26(1)(a) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPL.E ACT 

DiredioDS for the guidaDce 01 cleeton in yodoa where ODe c:aodidate is 10 be elected 

1. A person is entitled to vote only if-

(a) he is registered as an elector in an unit register or his name appears on the 
revised list of electors for that polling station; 

(b) he is qualified In be registered as an elector (In the qualifying date. 

2. An elector may not-

(a) give more than one vote for anyone candidate; 

(b) vote for more than one candidate; 

(e) vote in more than one electoral district or in more than one polling station in 
an electoral district. 

3. An elector may votc only at the polling station where his registration record card 
appears in the unit register of electors or where his name appears on the revised list of 
electors. 

4. An elector must-

(a) hand his identification card (if any) to the poll clerk; 

(b) if he has not handed his identification card to the poll derk, give his name and 
address to the poll clerk; 

(c) sign 'his name or make his impression on the poll card handed to him by the 
poll clerk; 

(d)hand his identification card (if any) and the poll card to the presiding officer; 

(e) where the poll card is handed to him by the presiding officer present the same 
to the Deputy Presiding Officer. 

The deputy presiding o£ficer will then hand to the elector a ruhber stamp with an (X) 
mark or such other instrument as provided for electors to mark their ballot paper at the 
polling statinn.and then direct the elector to the voling hooth. The elector will then either 
imprint an (X) with the ruhbcr stamp providcd or makc a mark in the form of an (X) 
within the horizontal lines containing the name and other particulars oC the candidate for 
whom he vutcs in the space to the right of the camJidatc's symbol. 

Thc elector shall then fold the ballot paper so that the initials of the presiding officer can 
be seen without opening the ballot paper; he shall then return the ballot paper so folded 
together with the poll card to the presiding officer who shall, after satisfying himself that 
the folded paper is the ballot which was handed to the voter, require the voter to immerse 
his finger into the electoral ink and hand over the poll card to the deputy presiding officer. 
After the elector has complied with these instructions he shall then pennit the voter to 
inscrt his ballot into the ballot box in the presence or those persons in the polling station. 

The deputy pH'siding nHiccr will then indicate in the lipilce provided in the poll card that 
the elcctor has voted and insert the poll card into the poll card box. The elector shall then 
forthwith quit the polling station. 

Ir an elector inadvertently spoils a ballot paper he lHay return it to the presiding officer 
who Qn being satisfied or the fact will give him another. 

If an elector votes for more than one candidate or places any mark on the ballot paper 
by which he can afterwards be identified his vote will bc void and will not be counted. 

Illustrated below is a vote cast for the candidate of the voter's choice. The ballot paper 
given an elector will have olle or more other names similarly set out. The voter is to mark 
or imprint an . X' against the name of the candidate of his rhoicc as shown in the specimen. 
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The presiding officer will inSlrucl the elector in the manner in which the ballot is to be 
folded. 

OCEAN, Francis 
891, Hayes Street, 

Merchant 

FORM No. 49 

REPRESENT ATlO,., OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

AppoiDtmeul of PoUlng Ag •• t 

Symbol X 

(Election Rule 30(2)) 

t .......................................................................... . 

nominated to/the election agent of .......... who has been nominated to· serve as a 

member of the House of Representatives/the Council of the .......... Corporation! 

the .......... County Council- for the electoral district of .......... do hereby appoint 

... , ...... whose address is .......... as my/his· polling agent for the purposes of the 

proceedings at polling station No ......... . 

Dated this .......... day of ............. " 19 ... . 

I accept the above appointment. 
Candidate/Election Agtnt· 

N.B.-If poUing agent is paid, this appointment must be made by the candidate's 
election agent. 

This appointment should be produced to the presiding officer on arrival at the polling 
station . 

• Delete if inapplicable. 



LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Representation of the People Chap. 2:01 243 
Prescribed Forms Rules [ Sobsldl • .,.] 

FORM No. 50 (Election Rule 30(2» 

REPRESEI'O'ATION OF mE PEOPLE ACT 

Appointmeal of CoDDtiog Ageal 

I, ......................................................................... . 

nominated to/the election agent of .......... who has been nominated to· serve as a 0 ~ . 
member of the House of Representatives/the Council of the ....... ~ .. Corporation! ~ ~ ~~ 

the .......... County Council'" for the electoral district of .......... do hereby appoint ;:;.. 3 '\ ~ \ "\ 9 b . 
. . . . . . . . . . whose address is ......... ,as my/his· counting agent to be present at the issue 

and opening of special ballot papers by the returning officer for the above electoral 
district, to attend the counting of the votes of special voters and to attend the declaration 
by the said returning officer of the result of the poll. 

Dated this .......... day of .............. , 19 ... . 

Candidate/Election Agent-
I accept the above appointment. 

N.B.-If counting agent is paid, this appointment must be made by the candidate's 
election agent. 

This appointment should be produced to the returning officer at the place of the issue 
and opening of special ballot papers or of the counting of the said ballot papers. 

- Delete ir inapplicable. 

L.R.O. 11/980 
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FORM No. 51 (EleClion Rule 31(1). 83(1)) 

REPRESENTATION OFlltE PEOPLE ACT 

Dedaratioa or Secrecy 

I •.......................................................................... 

~...................................... 
do solemnly promise and declare that I will not do anything forbidden by section 64( 1). 
(2), (3). (5) or (6) of the Representation of the People Act, set Oul in the Appendix 
hereto. which have been read to me. 

Signature of declaranl 

Declared before me this .......... day of ............. "' 19 ... . 

APPENDIX 

64. (1) The following persons: 

Justice of the Peace/returning 
officer/election clerk-

(a) the Chief EJection Officer. an Assistant Election Officer, returning officer, 
registration supervisor, election clerk. presiding officer, deputy presiding 
officer, poll clerk or police officer on duty attending at a polling station; 

(b) every candidate or election agent or polling agent so attending, 

shall maintain and aid in maintainmg the secrecy of voting. 

(2) Every person auending at the counting of votes shall maintain and aid in 
maintaining the secrecy of voting. 

(3) No person shall-

(a) mterfere with or attempt to interfere with an elector when be is voting; 

(b)othenvise obtain or attempt to obtain at a polling station information as to the 
candidate or political party for whom an elector in that station is about to vote 
or has voted; 

(e) communicate at any time to any person any information obtained in a polling 
station as to the candidate or political party for whom an elector in that 
station is about to vote or has voted; 

(d) directly or indirectly induce an eJector to disclose to anx person the name of 
the candidate or political party for whom he has or has not voted. 

(4) No person having undertaken to assist a physically incapacitated elector to vote 
shall communicate at any time to any person any information as to the candidate or 
political party for whom that elector mtcnds to vote or has voted. 

(5) If any person fails to comply with this section he is liable on summary conviction 
to a fine of seven hundred and fifty dollars or to imprisonment for six months. 

·Delete if inapplicable. 
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FORM No. 52 (Election Rule 38(4)) 

Signature: 

REMARKS: 

REPRESENTATION Of THE PEOPLE ACT 

PoD Card 

Consecutive No, 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

Initials 0/ 
Presiding Ofji:er 

No. on list 
of Electors 

No. of Oath Of declara­
tion (if any) Elector 
Required to Swear 

Whether Oath 
Sworn 

Yes 

No 

53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
63 

Whether Elector Yes'/No' 
Voted 

• Delete ~hichever inapplicable. 

o~. 
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FORM No. 53 (Election Rule 38(5)) 

REPRESENT Ano,... OF THE PEoPLE ACT 

Oath 01 Eledor without IdentiflcadoD Cant 

You swear-

1. Thai you are the person whose name appears on the revised list/unit register of 
electors for this polling station. 

2. That you are unable to produce your identification card. 

3. That you have not sold or pledged your identification card. 

so HELP You GOD 

FORM No. 54 (Election Rules 40(10), 42, 50(3), 
51(6» 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PeOPLE ACT 

Oath of Ide.tity 

You swear that you are qualified to vote at this election of a member to serve in the House 

of Representatives/Council of the .......... Corporation! .......... County Council-
and are not disqualified from voting thereat and that you verily believe that you arc the 
person intended to be referred to by the entry in the register of electors used al this 

Polling Station, of the name .................................................... . 

and whose address is given as ...........•........................................ 

So HELP You GOD 

• Delete if inapplicable. 
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FORM No. 55 (Election Rules 43(1), 50(4)) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

Oath of QuaUtadon of Elector (Partiamentary aDd Coonty Coundi Eledion) 

Electoral District of ................... , .. .. Polling Division No ........... . 

You sweac-

I. That you arc a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago·'a Commonwealth country'. 

~....................... ..... 

t2. Thai you were resident in Trinidad and Tobago on the ninth day after 
the .day of .............. , 19 .... t and for a period ()f at least one year 
immediately preceding such ninth day. 

3. That you were resident or were deemed to have been resident in the above electoral 

district on the ninth day after the .......... day of. . . . . . . . . 19 .... t and for a 
period of at least two months immediately preceding such ninth day. 

4. That you are not within any of the classes of persons who lack qualification or are 
disqualified to be or to remain registered as electors under the Representation of the 
People Act. 

So HELP You GOD 

Note: In paragraph (2) in the blank spaces insert the date of.the publication of the 
preliminary list of electors for the above polling division for present election. 

tDelete where inapplicable. 
tNot applicable to citizens of Trinidad and Tobago. 

R.P.A.33 
L.R.O. 111980 
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FORM No. 56 (Election Rule 43(1)) 

REPRESENTATION Of THE PEOPLE ACT 

Oath of resi.deDte qualifia.tIoa of eledor (Municipal Council Eledioa) 

Electoral District of .............................. Polling Division No ..... . 

You swear-

I. That you are a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago. 

2. Thai you are a citizen of a Commonwealth countryviz 

and that you were resident in Trinidad and Tobago on the 

ninth day after the .......... day of. . . . .... " 19 ....• and for a period of at least 
one year six months immediately preceding such ninth day. 

3. That you are not a citizen of a Commonwealth country, but that you were resident in 
Trinidad and Tobago on 

the ninth day after the. . . . .... day of ............. " 19 .... • and for a continuous 
period of at least five years immediately preceding such ninth day. 

4. That you were resident or were deemed to have been resident in the above electoral 

district on Ihe ninth day after the .......... day of .............. , 19 .... - and for a 
period of at least two months immediately preceding such ninth day. 

5. That you are nol within any of the classes of persons who lack qualifications or are 
disqualified to be or to remain registered as electors under the Representation of the 
People Act. 

So HELP You GOD 

Note: Paragraphs I, 2, and 3 are alternates. 
-Here insert the date of the publication of the preliminary list of electors for the above 

polling division for present election. 
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FORM No. 57 (Election Rule 43(1» 

REPRESEN'lATION OF11iE PEOPLE ACT 

o.tb of property qaaU6catioD 01 eledor (Monidpal Coundl EJediOD) 

Electoral Distrk1 or .............................. Polling Division No ........... . 

You swear-

1. That you are the age of eighteen years or upwards. 

2. Thai on the ninth day after the .......... day of .... I, •• ' ••••• " 19 .... ' and for a 
period of at least twelve months immediately preceding such ninth day you resided 

within len miles of ............................................................ t 

3. That on the date and during the period referred to in paragraph 2 you were in 
occupation of rateable hereditaments situated at ............ t assessed in the current 
house rate book, or a portion of such rateable hereditaments, and for such hereditaments 
you have really and bona fid~ paid during the said period rent at a rate not less than sixty 
dollars a year. 

4. That on the date and during the period referred to in paragraph 2 hereof you were in 
occupation as owner of rateable hereditaments situated at ............ t assessed in the 
current house rate book, or a portion of such rateable hereditaments, situated 

at ............ t assessed in the current house rate book, or a portion of such rateable 
hereditaments, of an annual rateable value of not less than sixty dollars, 

5. That you are not within any of the classes of persons who lack qualifications or are 
di~qualified to be 'or to remain registered as electors under the Representation of the 
Peuple Ac!. 

So HELP You GOD 

Note: Paragraphs 3 and 4 are alternative to each other, 
tHere insert the date of the publication of the preliminary list of electors for the above 

polling division for present election, 
tHere insert name of City or Borough (or which present election is being held. 

FORM No. 58 (Election Rule 48) 

REPRESENT ATJON OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Oath of bUDd eledor 

You 

~ ................................................ . 
swear that you are incapable of voting without a~sistance by reason of your inability to see. 

So HELP You GOD 
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FORM No. 59 (Election Rules 48, 49(1» 

REPRESENTAnON OF THE PEoPLE ACT 

Oalll "'....,. .. cally la_doled e\edor oilier ...... bOacla ... 

You 

~ ..............................•...••••.....................••....•......•.. 
swear that you are incapable of voting without assistance by reason of physical incapacity 
other than blindness. 

So HElJ' You GoD 
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Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM No. 60 (Election Rule 49(2» 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

D~daratioD by fOmpaniOD. of eledor 

................................ : ........................................ . 

~........................ ........................... . 

having been requested to assist ................................... : ............. . 

whose number on the revised list of electors for this polling station is ......... '. 10 record 
his vote at the election now being held in this electoral district, because of his blindness-/ 

incapacity by physical cause other than blindness namely ........... , .............. . 

hereby declare as follows: 

-1. I am entitled to vote as an elector at the said election. 

-2. I am the t ........... of the said elector and have attained the age of eighteen 
years. 

3. I have not previously assisted any blind or incapacitated person (-except ....... . 

of ................................•.........................••..........•••• ) 
to vote at the said election. 

Signature of declarant or mork of 
declarant and siglUllUre of wilness to 

such mark. 

Declared before me this ......... ,day of ..............• 19 ... . 

Presiding Offi::" 

- Delete if inapplicable. 
tState the relationship of the companion to the elector. 
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FORM No. 61 (Election Rule 50(1» 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

Oath of • Penonaled Eledor 

You swear that you are . .... , ................................................ . 
(name as on list of electors) 

~......................... .......................... . 
(address as on list of electors) 

whose name is entered on the list of electors now shown you/whose card appears in the 
unit register of electors for this polling division. 

So HELP You GOD 
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FORM No. 62 (Election Rule 51(4)) 

REPRESENTATION Of THE PEOPLE ACT 

Ust of QuestiollS 

I. What is your father's name? .............................................. . 

2. What is YOUf mother's name? ....... , .................................... . 

3. What is the name of your father's father? .................. , ............... . 

4. What is the name of your father's mother? ................................. . 

5. What is the name of your mother's Cather? ................................. . 

6. What is the name of your mother's mother? ......................... , ...... . 

7. Name the place visited on your first trip abroad, if any ...................... . 

8. What is the nature of the first serious accidental injury you have suffered, if any? . 

9. What is the date of your first marriage. if any? ............................. . 

lO. What is the name of your first wife/husband, if any? ........................ . 

11. What is the name of the first school you attended, if any? ................... . 

12. What was your age when you entered school? .............................. . 

13. What was your age when you left school? .................................. . 

14 Name any society. association. club or other body of which you are a member .. 

15. Are you right or left handed? ............................................ . 

16. What is the name of your first employer? .................................. . 

17. What was the nature of the job In which you were first employed? ............ . 

18. What is the name of the brother nearest to you in age? ..................... . 

19. What is the name of the sister nearest to you in age? ........................ . 

I..R.O. 1IJ980 
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LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Chap. ~:Ol Representation of the People 
Prescribed Forms Rules 

20. Is there ~ny further information about yourself relative to your identification which 

you would like to give? ......................................... , ...... . 

Dated this .......... day of .............. '. 19 ... . 

Presiding Officer 

Poll Clerk 

FORM No. 63 

Signature of polling agents, 
candidates, election agents 

(Election Rule 53(2)) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

Oath of Interpreter 

t ......................................................................... . 
swear that I will well and faithfully interpret and true explanation make to the presiding 

officer and ................................................................... . 
(here insert name 0/ elector) 

of all such matters and things as shall be required of me according to the best of my skill 
and understanding. 

So HELP ME GOD 

Signature: 

Sworn before lIle at .......... , this .......... day of .............. , 19 ... . 

Presiding 0 [frer 
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FORM No. 64 (Election Rule 63(4» 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Election 10 House or Representatives-I •••••••••• County 

Counril-'CoundJ 01 tbe •••.•.•... CorporarioD· 

Electoral District of ........................................................... . 

Conse­
cutive 
No. 

Us! 01 spedal electors 

Name of elector Address of elector 
(family name first) in unit register 

Address 10 which 
special ballot 
is to be sent 

Regis­
tration 

No. 

I, ........................................................................ . 

returning omeet for the electoral district of .......... certify thai the ahove is a true copy 
of the list of special clcchm. for the said electural districl. 

Dated this. .... dayor ..............• 19 .... 

-Delete if inapplicable. 

Returning offi=er for the electoral district 
of 
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LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Representation of the People 
Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM No. 65 
SPECIAL BALLOT PAPER 

Emmanuel 
RONSON 

475. Marti Street 
Insurance Broker 

Conrad D. 
BABULAH 

72, Chancery Lane 
Engineer 

Francis 
OCEAN 

291, Hoyle Street 
Merchant 

Krishna 
RAMPERSAA 

Southern Main Road 
Financier 

REPRESENTATION QFTHE PEOPLE ACT 

SPECIAL BALLOT PAPER 

(Election Rule 66(3)) 

PARLIAMENTARY ELECfIONI 
MUNICIPAL COUNCIUCOUNTY COUNCIL' 

Electoral District of 

Polling Day: 

• Delete if inapplicable. 

Space for 
Initials 
oIR.O . 
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Chap. 2:01 

I, ............... . 

FORM No. 66 

REPRESENTATION OF 11IE PEOPLE Acr 

DcdaratioD or Secrecy 
(Special Poll) 

(Election Rule 68(1» 

~............................... ........... . 
do solemnly promise and declare that I will nol do anything forbidden by section 64(4) or 
(6) of the Representation of the People Act. set out in the Appendix hereto, which have 
been read to me. 

Signalure 0/ declarom 

Declared before me this .......... day of ............. " 19 ... . 

APPENDIX 

Jwtice of the Peace/returning 
officer/election cleric-

257 
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64. (4) Every person aHending the proceedings in connection with the issue or the Requirement of 
opening of special ballot papers shall maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the secrecy. . 
vOling and shall not attempt to ascertain at the proceedings in connection with the opening ~ ~ N~ 
of special ballot papers the candidate for whom any vote is given in any particular special 
ballot paper or communicate any information with respect thereto obtained at those ).;3.'\ ~ \ ~ '8 ~ . 
proceedings. 

(6) If any person fails to comply with this section he is liable on summary conviction 
to a fine of seven hundred and fifty dollars or to imprisonment for six months . 

• Delete if inapplicable. 

R.P.A.35 

L.R.D. 1II980 
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Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM No. 67 (Election Rule 71) 

REPRESENTATION OFTHE PEOPLE ALI 

Oedaration of Identity 

I, .................. . 

cl........................... ..................................... . 
do hereby declare that I am the person to whom the special ballot paper enclosed in this 
envelope was issued and that the said ballot paper was shown unmarked to the Special 
Presiding Officer by me before voting. 

Signature of special electo,-'Signature of 
companion of special elector 

Declared before me this .......... day of ............. '. 19 ... . 

Special Presiding 0 [freT 

• Delete if inapplicable. 
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Pre.rcribed Forms Rules 

(Back of Form) 

Directions for the guidance of spedal electors in voting wben one candidate is to be 
elected 

I. A person is entitled to vole only if-

(a) he is registered as an elector in a unit register or his name appears on the 
revised list of electors (or the polling station; and 

(h)he is qualified to be registered as an elector on polling day. 

2. An elector may not-

(a) give more than one votc for anyone candidate; 

(b) vote for more than one candidate; 

(e) vote in morc than one electoral district. 

3. A special elector may vote only on the ballot paper sent to him through the post by 
the returning officer of the electoral district in which he is registered. 

4. Before marking the ballot paper sent to him the elector must produce­

(a) the hallot paper showing the numher thereon; 

(b)this declaration; and 

(e) the envelope in which the elector has received this declaration and the ballot 
paper, 

In some person to whom the elector is known, who will witness the declaration of identity 
(see other side). 

5. The elector must sign the declaration of identity in the presence of the witness. 

6. The elcctor must vole by marking the ballot paper in ink or in pencil with a mark in 
the form of a cross in the space containing the name of the candidate for whom he votes 
thus X. The mark should preferably be made on the right-hand side of the paper. 

7. The elector must not allow any person to see how he has voted. 

B. After voting the elector must fold the hallot paper from right to left so that the 
numbers on the cuuntenoil and the initials of the returning officer on the ballot paper can 
he seen. It is important that this should be done; otherwise the way in which the elector 
voted may become known during the counting of the special hallots. If ink is used in 
marking the haHot paper it is advisable to allow the ink to dry before folding. 

9. Immediately after voting the voter must place the marked and folded ballot paper in 
the enclosed small envelope on which arc printed the words "ballot paper envelope" and 
fasten it up. He muslthen place the ballot paper envelope, together with Ihis paper, in the 
other larger enclosed envelope addressed 10 the returning officer and despatch the same 
hy post without delay. Unless the voter returns Ihe ballot paper 10 the returning officer on 
or before 6.00 p.m. on polling day it will not be counted. 

10. If an elector votes for more than one candidate. makes a mark that is not 
recognisable as a cross or places any mark on the hallot paper by which he can afterward~ 
he identified or omits to complete and forward his declaration of identity with his special 
hallot paper his vote will be void and will not be counted. 

11. If more than one hallot paper is received it must be remembered that it is illegal to 
vote more than once at the same election. 
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LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Chap. 2:01 Representation of the People 
Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM No. 68 (Election Rule 95) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Statement 01 Sped.aI PoD 

EJection to the House of Representatives·/ ..... , .............. , ... County Council·' 

Council of the ., ...................................... , ............ Corporation· 

Electoral District of ..................................... , ..................... . 

Number of covering envelopes recovered from special 
ballot box 

Number of covering envelopes rejected 

Number of covering envelopes remaining 

Number of ballots cast for 

Number of ballots cast for 

Number of ballots cast for 

Number of ballots cast for 

Number of ballots cast for 

Number of ballots cast for 

Number of ballots cast for 

Number of ballots cast for 

Number of ballots cast for 

Number of ballots cast for 

Number of ballots cast for 

Number of ballots cast for 

Number of rejected ballots 

Total 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

.......................... 
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Representation of the People Chap. 2:01 
Prescribed Forms Rules 

Number of names on list of special electors ........... . 
I hereby certify that the above statement is correct. 

Dated this .......... day of ............. " 19 ... . 

Signature of Returning OfJrer 

Signatures 0/ 
election clerk and 
other persons 

............................... 
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LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Chap. 2:01 Representation of the People 
Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM No. 69 (Election Rules 97(1)(d), 97(12» 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Statement of the PoD 

Electoral District of ................................. ,Polling Station ............ . 

Number of ballot papers received from the 
Returning Officer 

Number of ballots cast for ...... , ... , ........ . 

Number of ballots cast for ................... . 

Number of ballots cast for ........... . 

Number of ballots cast for .. , ...... . 

Number of ballots cast for ................... . 

Number of ballots cast for ................... . 

Number of ballots cast (or ................... . 

Number of rejected ballots ..... , ............ . 

(a) Total number of ballots found in box. 
(b) Suspect ballots taken from envelope for 

suspect ballots and added to those at (a) 
and counted 

(c) Number of destroyed ballot papers 

(d) Number of spoiled ballot papers 
(e) Number of unused ballot papers 

undetached from the books 

Total 

Number uf Pull canh fuullo in Pull carO box ............. . 

Number of names on official list of electors used at the Polling Station 

I hereby certify that the above statement is correct and that a copy was handed to the 
Deputy Presiding Officer. the Poll Clerk and to each of the candidates or their agents whu 
were present at the count. 

Dated at .......... this .......... day of .............. , 19 ... . 

Certified in the presence of: 
Deputy Presiding Officer 

Poll Clerk. 
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and Candidate/Agent ... , .............................. , ........ . 

FORM No. 70 (Election Rule 97(17)) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE Acr 

Oalb 01 Me.~enger senl to coDed baUo' boxes. poD card boxes aDd carrying cases 

I, .......... messenger appointed by .......... returning officer for the electoral 

district of .......... do swear that the several ballot boxes to the number of ......... . 

poll card boxes to the number of .......... and carrying cases to the number of ........ . 

which were used at polling stations Nos .......... of this electoral district on polling day 

now delivered by me to .......... were handed to me by .......... that they have not 
been opened by me or any other person and that they are in the same state as they were in 
when they came into my possession. 

Signature 

Sworn before me at .......... this .......... day of ..............• 19 ... . 

Returning 0 [fleer 
(or as the case may be) 
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Prescribed Forms Rules 

FORM No. 71 (Election Rule 107(2» 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

AppoiDtmeDI of AgeDt for filial count/check of result of poD 

I, .......... nominated to/the election agent of .......... who has been nominated to· 

serve as a member of the House of Representatives/the Council of the .... , ..... 

Corporation/the .......... Counly Counci'- for the electoral district of .......... do 

hereby appoint .... , ..... whose address is .......... as my/his· agent to be prescnt at 
the final counVcheck of the result of the poll for the above electoral district to attend the 
counting of the votes and the declaration of the resuh of such count. 

Dated this .......... day of ..............• 19 ... . 

Candidale/Eleclion Agenl* 

I accept the above appointment 

*Delete if inapplicable. 

FORM No. 72 (Election Rule 108(1)(a) 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEUPLE ACT ~~ 
o.k~ '1 1..00 Retum .ner poll has been t.ken 

~~~ 
1)i.V '-"-" . 

I hcrchy certify thOlt the mcmhcr/memhcrs· elected for the electorlll dblril;l of .... 

. ............................... .in pursuance of the within writ as having received 

most votes lawfully given is/are- ............. : .......... ,." ............ ,., ..... . 
name/s 

addressles 

Dated at .......... this,." ...... day of ..... , .... " .. , 19 ... . 

Returning Oftrer 

*Delete if inapplicable, 
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Sote 

on 

Subsidiary Legislation 

The following Orders have been omitted: 
The Elections and Boundaries Commission (LocaJ Government) (Municipal Coun· 

cils) Order, L.N. 4711980, which came into operation on 24th March 1980; 
TIle Election5 and Boundaries Commission (Local Government) (County Coun­

cils) Order L.N. 4811980. which came into operation on 24th March 1980; 
The Elections and Boundarie!l Commission (Local Government) (Tobago Hou:;e of 

Assembly) Order L.N. 18:!i1980, which came into operation on 15th October 1980. 
Although the Orders are of importance, the need for reference to them is ve0' 

i;mite.:!. z.nd in view llf their considerable length it is not considerec practical to publish 
them in tn: Re:-"ised Edition. Such Orders are issued with the Ga:.ctte and published in 
:ht annual volumes cf th~ Acts and StatutoT\, in!:trumentsofTrinidad and Tobago alld 
:'''Jpie:; 1!l3) be ;mrchllied from the Go\,err.ment Printery. -

L:c:;ai NlHices 27/1980, 2811980 and 180/1980 containing the resolutions of the 
!1U:.lse of Rcp:esent3tives approving drafts of the three al)ove Orders. !'!!specti· .. dy. 
ha';: <lls('I h::en 0miaed. 
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CHAPTER ~5:50 

ELECTIONS Al'D BOl'l'DARIES COMMISSIQl' 
(LOCAL GOVERMIENT) ACT 

ARRANGHIENT OF SECTIONS 

SECTIOK 
1. Short title . 
., Interprctation. 
j. Electoral Areas. 
4. Procedure for review. 
5. Amendment of First and Second Schedules. 

rlRST SCHEDULE. 
SECOND SCHEDULE. 

An Act to extend the functions and !'owers of the EJertbns and 
BOilnd~iics Commission for the purposes of Luca! Go\,ernment 
Elections and for matters incidental thereto. 

[24TH AUGUST 1967] 

1. This Act mavbe cited as the Elec:h_ms ~lnd Boundaries Com­
mission (Local GO~'ernment) Act. 

2. In this Act-

"the Commission" means the Elections and Boundanes Commis­
sion constitutec:and appointed in accordance wiTh sc:.:tion? 1 of 
the Constitution: 

"the Constitution" means the Constitution of Trinidad :.lOd 
Tobago: 

"electoral area" means-

r=.l· (a) in relation to a Countv Council election am' of the 
~ ~ seven areas mentioned"in the first column of Part I of 
~\;:- S~~ the First Schedule and described in the second col-

~~~- umll of the said Pan I; 
\,0. ""' 0\.<"'-,\0 

!>. :>-I.",. 
(bj in relation to a !vJunicipal Council election. the cor­

porate area of any of the municipalities mentioned in 
the first column of Pan Jl of the First Schedule and 
described in the second column of the said Part II: 

!.!iof 1'"ri7. 

C<·mmcn.;c· 
:nc.,t. 

3 

Shur: n:k. 

i~:\~~~~i"n. 
:'; "I II/SOl. 

PJr! I. 
F,r'! Schedule 

Pm 11. 
First Schedule. 

LR.O. /'198} 



4 Chap. 25:50 

LA WS OfTRI."'ilDAD A."'iOTOBAGO 

EleclOns and Boundaries 
Commission (Local Go\'crnment) 

(c) in relation to the Tobago House of Assemblv. the 
area mentioned in the fi~st column of Part III of the 
First Schedule and described in the second column of 
the said Part Ill; 

"electoral district" means in relation to a Local Government 
election a constituenc), as defined in an Order made under 
section 4; 

~""",.\ ...., \\:0 "municipality" means the City of Pon·ot·Spain. the Borough of 
\\.\\: ~...»J, .... \ San Fernando. the BOr0uch of Arima or the Borouch of Point 
~ ~\ <i\ '0...,0 __ Fortin; ~ ~ 

"!l ~t.."':'. .-J., !Vlumcip,!.' Coun~jl" means the Cauncil of the Port-of· SP~ln 
~~~~~ ~\ ''to.'- \ Corporat!on. the Sa~ Fcrna.nd~ Corpo,ration. the Arima 
\',~ o;.t...r.~~c.; ~Corpor:ltJon or the Pomt Fo:-t1n CorporatIon . 
.}~" .:J..I.. -;:.~ .qQ,O,", ,-

• Eletlof.!l ..... ; 3. For the: rum. esc::, of :hi!= A:t. Trinid:1d and Tnpag('l shall be 
_.~",. ';rra.:. 

.:: ... .,-" .... ..:.."':' ;!i (If 19!o-.: ; ':ii\'ictecl if!!~ 

Far: :1 
hr~l _):h~"::..,e 

,:h. w ~".: 
il"~l' EJ., 

-:r .. ~<,. ...... ; -
(~,:,~ .. :::o.! 

Cr. Jr.. ;0.;,. 1; 
(!Qg·E';.' 

Prcoccuurc f('lf 
rC\1e .... 

S(cC'nd 
S;:tle.::uk 

(a) 

(vj 

, 
\ 
i 

L 

th:! sev~n C0Unt',' e!c:to!"JI ore-us m~n;:ionec in the 
first column of Pan I of [he First Schedule and de­
scribed in the ~econd column of the said Part I: and 

tile four municipal electoral areas mentioned in the 
first column of Pan II of the First Schedule and de· 
scribed in the second column of thl! said Part II com­
prising respt:c[i\'t~ly the area of-

(i) the Cit'· of Pon·of·Spain descrihed in the 
Pcp-of-Spain Corporation Ordinanct:: 

(ii) the BOfOt.:c:h of San Fernando descrihed in 
the San Ft:rnando Corporation Ordinance: 

(iii) 

(il' ) 

the BorDugh of Arima de~c:-ihed in the Arima 
Corporation Ordinance: 
the BOrClU!:!h of Point Fonin described in the 
Point F~lnrn Corporation Act 19S0. 

4. (1) The Commission shall define and re\'iew the boundaries 
of the electoral districts into which an electoral area is. or is to be. 
divided and shall submit 10 the ~-1ini!:,ter reports either-

(a) showin!! the constituencies into which it recommend~ 
that an~electoral area should he divided in order to 
l!ive effecl to the Rules s~t out in the Seccmd 
Schedule: 0r 

(b) stating that. in the opinion of the Commission. no 
alteration is required to the existin£: numher or bound­
aries of electoral districts in order to five effect to 
tbe said Rules. 
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(2) Reports under subsection (1) shall be submitted by the 
Commission-

(aJ in the case ofits first report after the commencement 
of this Act. not later than six months atter the date of 
the commencement: and 

(bj in the case of any subsequent report. not less than 
two nor more than three years from the date of the 
submission of its last report. 

(3) As soon as may be after the Commission has submitted a 
report under subsection (I)(a). the Minister shall lay before the 
House of Representatives for its approval the draft of an Order by 
the President for 2i\'in2 effect. whether with or without modifica­
tion. to the recommendations contained in the report. and that 
d:-aft may make provision for any matters which appe3T to the 
Minister to be incidental to or consequential upon the other provi­
sions of the draft. 

(4) \Vhere anv draft made under this section gjves effect to 
any such recommendations with modifications. the ~!inister shall 
lay the draft before the House of Representat;·,es together with a 
statement of the reasons for the modifications. 

(5) If the motion for the approval of any draf, madt under 
this section is rejected by the House of Representatives, or is \vith­
drawn b,' leave of that House. the Minister shall amend the draft 
and lay ihe amended draft before the House of Representatives. 

(6) If any draft made under this section is appro"ed bv resol· 
ution of the House of Representatives. the Minister shall submit it 
to the President who shall make the Order in terms of the draft: 
and the Order shall come into force on such day 3S may be specified 
therein and. until revoked by a further Order made by the Presi· 
dent in accordance with this section. shall have the force of law. 

(7) The question of the validity of any Order made by the 
President purporting (Q be made under this section and reciting 
tha, a draft thereof has been apprcved by resolution of the House 
or Represent3tives shall not be enquired into in any Court. 

5. The President may by Order-
la) amend the third column of Part II of the First 

Schedule b\' var\'ing the number of electoral districts 
set out the;ein;' -

(b) amend. ,'ary or modify. the Rules set out in the 
Second Schedule, 

5 

Amendmen! of 
Flnt ~nd 
Sc:tond 
Schcduies. 

L.R.D. l!198J 



6 Chap. 25:50 

1. St. George 
East 

1 A. 5t. George 
We5t 

2. 5t. David· 

LAWS or TRl!"IDAD AND TOBAGO 

EleclOns and Boundaries 
Commission (Local Government j 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

PART! 

SECOND COLUMN 

Description of E1eclOral Area 

That area of the County of St. George com­
prising the Wards of Blanchisseuse. Tacarigua. 
Arima and San Rafael exclusive of the 
Borough oi Arima as described in the Arima 
Corporation Ordinance. 

That area of the County of St. George com­
prising the Wards of Diego Martin and St. 
Ann's exclusive ofthe City of Port-of-S;>ain", 
described in the Port-of-Spain Corporation 
Ordinance. 

St. Andrew 
Counties of St. David and of SI. Andrew 
respectively described in the Division of 
Trinidad Act. 

3. Sari\'a· 
rv!ayaro 

4. Caroni 

5. Victoria 

6. St. Patrick 

Counties of Nariva and of ~Iayaro respec· 
lively described in the Division of Trinidad 
Act. 

County of Caroni described In the Division 
ofTrinidad Act. 

County of Victoria described in the Di"isi(ln 
of Trinidad Act. exclusive of the Borough of 
San Fernando as described in the San Fer· 
nando Corporation Ordinance. 

Counr\" of St. Patrick exclusive oi the Borou!!h 
of Point Fortin as described in th~ Point Fortin 
Corporation Act 1980 described in the Di· 
vision of Trinidad Act. . 



LA WS OF I'KI:\III,\U A.'ll rOIJ,\l;t) 

Elt:ctions am] Boundarit!s 
Commission (Local GOI-'crnmCfll) 

PART II 

Chap. 15:50 

THE ELECfORAL AREAS OF ~!l::-;ICIPALITIES 

FIRSTCOLliMr-: SECOr-:D COLUMN 

Name oj EleclOral 
Area 

Descriplion oj 
Eleccoral Area 

Number oj Eleccoral 
Districts 

1. Port-of-Spain The Citv of Port-of­
Spain de'scribed in the 
Port-of-Spain Corp­
oration Ordinance. 

3. 

4. 

Boroueh of The Borough of San 
San F~rnando Fernando d~scribed in 

Buroughof 
Arima 

Borough of 
Point-Fortin 

the San Fernando Cor­
poration Ordinance. 
The Borough of Arima 
described in the Arima 
Corporation Ordinance. 
The Borough of Point 
Fortin deso.:;ibed in the 
Point Fortin Corpora-
tion Act. 

PART JII 

ELECfORAL AREA OF TOBAGO 

FIRSTCOLUMr-: SECOr-:D COLUMr-: 

12 

9 

7 

6 

Name oj Electoral Description oj Number of Eleccoral 
Area Electoral Area Districts 

Tobago The Island of Tobago. 12 

SECOND SCHEDULE S<:ctlon~ ". 5. 
{II of 19601. 

Rl:LES FOR DETERMIr-:Ir-:G THE NL;~!BER OF ELECfORS II' AI' 
ELECfORAL DISTRICf OF AI' ELECfORAL AREA .... ~\"".J. 

1. The number of electors in each electoral district of a county 
electoral area shall. so far as practicable. be the number ob[ained 
by the application of rule 2. but the Commission may, in considera­
tion of rule 3 vary such number provided that in no case shall the 
number of electors in an\' one electoral district of an electoral area 

i 

.£.''''''~\''' . \ \r ,.\'~"} 
~....J,,~ ~ S 01 ';,.&.s....\.. .f..d \0..".;" ~ I,,, Q i..R.O.1/1983 

F"<"~""":'\ \\::,. ~c <~"-~ .....,~.....,~c ~ 

..... ~",,\ 



8 Chap. 25:50 

LA WS Of TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
Electons and Boundaries 

Commission (Local Government) 

exceed or be less than the number of electors in any other electoral 
district of that electoral area by more than twenty:fj\:e per cent. 

,~ "'"''"'-
2. (1) The number of eletoral districts in a county electoral 

area in Trinidad shall be determined as follows: It.. 
There shall be in every electoral area a basic number oU!!l k~ 0.. 

electoral districts. To this basic number shall be added the S<. 
number obtained by dividing the electorate of the electoral ItJ 
area by 15.000; but where in any electoral area the electorate P'\ 
is- ~ ...... 

fa) less than 15.000, there shall be s.e~ electoral \ "s'; " 
disrri:::ts: 

(bl more th.n 15,000, anv residual number left after 
dividin. the total electorate bv 15,000 shall be 
~jeatt:d"'a:-. If that number \\'ere 15.000 and one elec­
tor,1 Jis;rict shall he added in respect of such residual 
number. 

tcl There shall be twelve electoral districts in the electoral 
ana of-:-ooago. . t. 

,"~\c........:>o 

'1 In thl! division of electoral districts ir. count\' electoral areas 
Ilatl,jral bo~ndaries su:::h as major highways a~-;s shall be used 
wherever possible. 

4. The number of electors in an electoral district of a municipal 
electoral area shall be the Coumber obtained by dividing the number 
of electors in that electoral area by the number of electoral districts 
.hown opposite the name of that electoral area in the third column 
of Part II of the First Schedule. bur the Commission rna\' in consid· 
eration of topographical factors vary such number provided that in 
no case shall the number of electors in anyone electOral district of 
an electoral area exceed or be less than the number of electors in 
any other electoral district of that electoral area by more than 
twenty·fi\,e per cent. 

5. In the delimitation of electoral districts in electoral areas­
la) rules I. 2(1 1 and ~ shall apply in re;p~ct of count,· 

electoral districts: 
(b) rules I. 2(2) and 3 shall apply in respect of the elec­

toral area of Tobago: and 

fe) rule 4 shall aprlv in respect of municipal electOral 
areas. 
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1'.0. ~l 

Law'" be Amended 

PU1ILIC Hlw.l:R 
ORDINANCE 
Ch.12. No.4 
(1950 ed.) 
Sectinn 2(1) 

.. 
i REPRESI:>;TA7IOS OF 
;! Tn PEorLE ACT 
\.l! Chap. 2:01 
~ Section 2 

r ," ,1 

Municipal COTporations 1990 

[Section 275] 

RLEVE..'ITH SCHEDULE 

A mendments to be mad. 

. (a) For the definition of the term "constabJe", 
substitute the following: 
II "Constable" men.n.s-

(a) a member of the Police 
Semce, and 

(b) a member of any ~!UDicipal 
Police Force within the 
meaning of the Municipal 
Corporations Act (1990);" 

(b) For the definition of the term "loc.1 
Authority", substitute the following: 

" "local authority" mea.ru!-
(0) the Council of a )[unicip.1 

Corporation; 
(b) the Tobago House of 

Assembly; or 
(c) the Port Authority." 

(a) For the definition of the i:e:-::rz <;m~1':lii!i. 
pality" substitute the follo,nng: 
.. "l1unicipalit." meam-

th~ City of Port .. of.Spain, thr: 
City of San Fernando, the Borougll 
of Arima, the Borough of PoiDt· 
Fortin. the Borough ofChaguanas. 
the Regional }.!unicipallty of Diego 
::'IInrtin, the Rt'gional Municipalit~· 
of La'entillt!, t.he Regional .Muni. 
cipality of San Juan, the Regional 
Municipality of Tunapuna, the 
Regional lIlunicipality of Piarco, 
the Regional Municipnlitr of 
Sangre Grolnde, the Regional 
Municipality of l\Iayaro, the 
Regional .Municipality of Rio 
Claro, the Regional Municipality 
of Princes Tov."'D., the Regional 
)!u.n..icipalitr ofTabaquite-Talparo, 
the Regio.Qnl Municipa.lity of 
Cou~a, the Regional ~funicipnlity 
of Penal·Debe and the Regional 
:Municipalitr of Siparin." 

(b) For the definition of the term "Uunj,...ip,L 
Crumeu" substitute the following: 
U ")!unicipgl Collocil" menDS the emDeil 

of a municipal corporHion~ 
the meanin(! of t.he "Municipal 
CO_roo.atioDS ·\c" {l-WU))." 

\ 
/ 



No. 21 . Municipal Corporations 1990 

Law to Ii< .Amended 

U"TERPBETATION ACT 
Chap. 3:01 
Section 82 

Section S3 

StilaURY COURTS 

At"! 
Chnp.4:20 
Section 15(1) 

FmE!ltll!i= ACT 
Chap. 16 :01 
Section i (1) 

Anumdmenls to be made 

(a) For the definition of the term, "munici. 
pruity", substitute the following: 
.. "Municipality" weans the Cit,y of 

Port-of-Spain, the City of San 
Fernando, the Borough of Arima, 
the Borough of Point Fortin, the 
Borough of Chaguauas. the Region_ 
oJ Municipality of Diego Martin, 
the Regional Murucipa.1ity of 
La~cntille, the Regional )Iunici. 
paJity of San Juan, the Regional 
Municipality of Tunapuna., the 
Regional :UunicipaJ.it,Y of Piarco. 
the Regional ~Iu.nic~pality of 
Sangre Grande, the RegioD,l.l ~run.i. 
cipality of )Iayaro,' the Regiona.l 
)ltmicipnlit.y of Rio Claro. the 
Regiona.l ~Iunicipalit~ of Prince~ 
To'tl"Il., the Regional ):junicipalitr 
of Tabaquitb.Tn.lparo, the 
Regional Municipality of Cou,,"a, 
the Regional )lunicipality of 
Pe::lo.l.Debc, or the Regional 
Mucicipalit-y of Siparia." 

(b) For the definition of the te!'1ll, "municipal 
council", substitute the following: 
w ")lunicipal Council" meam- the Council 

of a muuicipal corporation within 
the meaning of the ?llllnicipal 
Corporations Act (1990};" 

For the definition of the term "coIl~taLJe", 
substitute the foUomn!: definition: 

"comtable" ~includes all, member 
of the P.)licc Ser,ice' :md any 
member of a Jlunicip::l.i Polict· 
Force within the rue:ming of 
Part III of the )IuniC'ir~! Co:pcra. 
tiom Act {1990):" 

Insert immediately uftcr tile "'on!:, '"JluiJlic 
scmce" the ,;ords: . . 

"or from nny lUcllIller of :l l!luuicipni 
police forct' or o~hcr oSee: of n 
Statutor,' Au~horit'" wi~hin the 
mellIJing' of ~ilC Stil.,iltory .·\uthoritic~ 
Act. acting." 

Insert im!Dediatch' :If"tcr the '"'ord ·'s.uch" 
in tho first line of paro,::raph (a) ~:le \lord!:;:. 

"or any memlJeI' of n )[unicionl pohce 
Force trlthin th" rueJnins o! Part III 
of the )Iunicipal Corporations .~c~ 
(1990) acting in his cnpa~i:y as $ud:..' 
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L4w to be A mendtd 

GENERAL LoCAL LoA.." 
(Mm."lCIPAL 
GOVER>"llENT) ACT 
Chap. 71:00 
Section 2 

Sectioll.i II, 13, 16, 
18, 19 

b"D·USTRI.A.L 

RELATIOXS ACT 

Chap. 88:01 
Section 2 

t.L~<.1ICf1,j <I' 
Bou:SD~m;s --', 

ColIlnSSIO~ (LocAL 
GO't'"ERNltENT ACT) 
Chap. 25:50 
Section 2 

Section 3 

Amernime7l18 to b, mOO. 

Substitute the following section: 
"(2) This Act applies only to 

loans raised locally in Trinidad and 
Tobago by a Municipal Corporation 
mthin the meaning of the )lunicipal 
Corporations Act (1990)." 

In each section, for the e~ression "Town' 
Clerk" substi"qlte "Chief E:tecutive Officer" 
wherever it appears. 

For the definition of "~lunicipnl Council", 
substitute the follo\ring: 

" "lfunicipal Council" means the 
Council of a ~runicipal Corporation 
\l;thin the meaning of the :Municipal 
Corporations Act (1990);" 

For the definition "eltlctoral area", ::=ubsti. 
tute the-follo~'ing:- . 

.• "electoral area" means in relation 
to a :\Iunicipa.l CounciJ election, 
any :\Iunicipality mentioned ill 
the First Schedule. 

For the definition ")lullicipill Council". 
su bstitute the follo\ring: 

" "Muoicipe.l CounciJ" Uleans the 
CoWlcil of a )Iunicipa.l Corporation 
within t.he rue[U)ing of the 3Iunicipal 
Corporations Act (I,9PO);" 

For section 3, sub~titut<: the following: 
Electoral 3. Fot' the purpose'3 of this 
Arel .-\ct, Trinidnd and Tobago is 

dhidcd into-
(a) t.he th·~ Citie.:: a:Jd 

Boroughs mentioned in 
the first column of Part I 
of the First Schedule and 
de~cribed in the second 
column of Part I of the 
Fir~t Schedule; and 

(f.,} t,ile thirteen Retional 
:'\Iunicipalities mentioned 
in the first column of 
Part II of the Fir~t· 
SciJedule and described 
in the i-ec-ond column of 
Part 11 of the Fi,,' 
3chedule." 



No. 21 Municipal Corporations 1990 

Law 10 b,.d mended Amendments to b~ made 

BOm..""D .. UlIES 
Co=sros (LoCAL 
GOV1:R:<l!El<"r ACT)-Collfd 

FIRST SCHEDULE 

FmST CoL= 

.Name of 
electoral area 

The First Schedule is repealed a.nd replaced by the 
following: 

"FreST SCHEDULE 

PART I 
SECOXD COLC"lrn 

Description of electoral area Numheroj 
,/ecloral 
distn·cts 

I. port·or·s pain The Cit.y of Port .. of.Spr~in us described jn 
the )lunicipal Corporo.tions Act (1990) 12 

0' Snn Fernando The Citv of SOon Fernando as de!;cribed in 
the l!unicipnl Corpor.tions Act(1990) 9 

Tbe Borough of Arimll as described in tbe 

4. POlnt· F orti:l 
)[unicip::d Corporation.<; Act (1900) :-

The Borough of Point Fortin as described 
in the :.'IIunicipal Corp:>!'.:l.tioIl.<; Act 
(1990) .. ' jj 

5. Chagua.nas The Borough ofCbagull.uas 3.; described in 
the :\iunicipal Corporations Al"t0990)" S 

PART IT 
No. Kame of elecloral DMCTf,'ptirm of electoral area 

area 
I. Diego lrart-in 

.' La,entille 

3. San Juan 

~. Tunapuna 

5. Pia.rco 

6. Sangre Grande 

.. )IIlY:lro 

S. Rio Claro 

The Regiollal )Iunicipality of Diego :lIartin 
ns deiicribed in the )Cunicip.:l.! Corpora. 
tiam _'\'ct (1990) 

Tht!: Regiona.l ::\Iunicipality of L:n-entilie 
ol.e: described in the )Iunicipal Corpora­
tions Act (19UO) 

Tht" Regiona.l l\Iunicipality of San Juan as 
c.le~cribed in the )Iunicipai Corporations 
Act (1990) 

The RegioWll :'funidpnlity of Tunapuna at' 
de:,cribed in t,he )Iunicipai Corporation<: 
Act il9901 

The Regionu.! :Uunici[.a.iity of Piarco as 
described. in the :'IIli.nicipal Corporat.ion.;; 
Act tl990j 

The Regional :'Iwlicip.tlity of Sangre 
Gra.nde as de.;;cribed in the )[uniciDal 
Corpor.ltioru; Act (1990) • 

Tho Regional )Iunicipalitr of llaYllr.f\ .as '. 
described. in the )Iunicipal Corpora:trous 
Act (1990) .=---

The ~gional )IUllicipality of Rio Clate;: as 
described in the )Innicipai Corporation.~ 
Act (1990) 

265 
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Law to b, Am<nded 

BOTh"l)A.Rll!:S 

ComnssloN (LoCAL 

A mt:ndmrnts to bt made 

GoVERNltE'-' ACT)-Ccmj'd 

No. 

9. 

10. 

II. 

12. 

FmST CoLrrMN 

Name of 
eltctoral area 

Princes To'WIl 

Ta baquitefTalparo 

COUl'"R 

Penal/Debe 

13. . Siparin 

PART II-Ccmj'd 
SECOSD COLUM.. ... 

Description of electoral area 

The Regional Municipality of Princes 
Town a.s described in the Municipal 
Corporations Act (1990) 

The Regional Municipality of Tabaquite! 
Talpo.ro as described in the Municipal 
Corporotions Act (1990) 

The Region.1 ~Iunicipality of Cou.a as 
described in the Municipal Corporations 
Act (1990) 

Tho Region'" Municip.lit.y ofPen.l/Debe as 
described in the ,Municipal Corpo.3dom 
Act (1990) 

The Regional )Iunicipality of Siparia as 
described in the ~Iunicipal Corporation 
Act (1990)" 

1 

i SEco,,, Sc:mmtTLE 
RULES FOr. DETERl(C.~G 

TKE X D(BER OF ELECTORS 

C\' A~ ELECTORAL DISTRICT 

(a) For the word "couc:ty", wherever II 
it occur~ in this Schedule substitute . 
"regional"; I 

(b) In.tl,l.e fourth line of ~u1e ~(I), for I 
"511: ~u bstltutE:! "four· ; 

(e) Ddete;ub·rule 2(2); I : 

REPRE5F.XT ATIOX OF 

THE PEOrLE ACT 
Ch.p. ~:Ol 

F1RgT SCHEDt'LF. 

(d) Renumber sub·ral. 2(1) as I' 
Rule":?". ! 

The First. Schedule i5 l'cneaJ(ld and replaced 
by the folJo\\;ng Schedule: 

"FIRST SCHEDl.:LE 

REGISTRATIO::\ Ap.I:A.s 

The City of Port.of.Spain. 
The Cit'- of Snll Fernando. 
The Borough of Arimn. 
The Borou!!h of Point Fort,in. 
The Borough of Chnguanas. 
The Regional )Iunicipalit.y of Diego :\Iartin. 
The Regionnl )Iunicipality of Lanmtille. 
The Regional Municipnlit.y 'Of San ,Junn. 
The Regional )Iunicipality of Tunnpunn. 
The Regional )Iuniciralit~· of Piarco. 



No. 21 

Law to be A m<ndtd 

TnA-~SFERRED 
OFncERs 
CO:-:TIXlJITl" OF 
SERnCE ACT 
Chap. ~3:02 

Lcng Title 

r·CQrporation". 
SectiOl~ 2 

Sections 3 and 5 

Municipal Corporations 1990 

FIRST SClIEDOU-Gontd. 
The Regionalliunicipality of Sangre Grande. 
The Regional :llunicipnlit.y of Cout"u. 
The Regional )lwticipality of T. baquitef 

Talpllro. 
The Regional :lIunicipnlity of Rio Claro. 
The Regional :Uunicipality of Siparia. 
Th. Regional }lunicip.lity of Debe/Penal. 
The Regional lfurucipalitr of Princes Town. 
The Regional )Iunicipality of ~ayaro. 

Amendments to be made 

In the Long Title, for the "'01,-1 "munici­
pality" u-herever it occurs substitute the 
word "CorpcratioD". 
(0) F'Jr the der.n..iti'1n "municipality" sub· 

3titute the follo,,;wr: 
"Corprlratk,nO

, -means a :lIunicipal 
Coroornrion c(,ntinued or er-.t<J.b· 
JioShed uneler the :lIunicip<J.l 
Corporn.tion~ Act. 1990." 

(b) In the definition" "officer" and "sen-ice", 
for the word. "municipality" wheret"er it 
occurs sub:"titute the word Corporation". 

For the ,vord "mullicipalit.\··' wheret"er it 
occurs ~1.1b~tim!e th£> \\'ord ··Corp'1f:ltion'o.', .. 

Passed in the House of Representati,-es this 10th day of 
July, 1990. 

R. Cv"1IBERBATCH 
Acting Clerk of the Hvuse 

Passed in the Senate this 4th day of September, 1990. 

D. DOLLY 
Acting Clerk of the Senate 

Senate amendments agreed to by the House of 
Representatives?n lIIonday, 10th September, 1990. 

R. CL"1IBERBATCH 
Acting Clerk of the Hvuse 

PRII"'TED BY THE GoVEnNML"IT PaINTLR\", PoaT'OF,SPAIN 

R.r;PtIBLIC OF 1'RrmDAD "''iD TOBAco-1990 
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rAgal Supplement Part A to th"c "Trinidad and Tobago Ga.:ettcr'" VoL SO. 
No. 205, 14th August, 1991 . 

Fifth Session Third Parliament Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago 

•-, . ~'-~" 
.•. 

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Act No. 28 of 1991 

[L.S.1 

AN ACT to amend the J\,lunicipal Corporations Act, 1990 

[Assented to 14th August, 1991] 
" 

ENACTED by the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago as En.,<m,n' 

follows: - -: 

1. This Act may be cited as the Municipal Corpora· Short UU, 

tion~ (Amendmenl) Act, 1991. 
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Art Nu. '21 or 
IJ'.N .. muulJc.1 

·No: 28:'- .::. ·:Munic.ii'~ .-Corporations (Am.endment)· 1991 

". 2. The Municipal Corporations Act is amended as 
follows: 

(a) by deleting the words "Boundaries Commis· 
sion (Local Government Act)" wherever 
they occur and substituting therefor the 
words "Elections and Boundaries Commis· 
~ion (Local Government) Act"; 

(b) in section IH6)(b) by deletinll the word 
"31" and substituting therefor the word 
"13"; 

(e)· in ·the Eleventh Schedule, in the amend· 
ments to the Elections and Boundar;es 
Commission (Local Government) Act-

(i) in Part I of the First Schedule. by 
substituting for the word "8" I 
occurring at item four under the ! 
heading "Number of electoral 1 
districts", the word "6"; and . 

I (ii) in the Second Schedule Lv add· 
ing aft e r paragraph Iii) the 
following: 

"(e) in rule 2(a) by substi­
tuting for the w 0 r d 
"s eve n" the word 
"five".". 

Passed in the House of Representatives this 5th d3y of 
July, 1991. 

N. COX 
Acting Clerk 01 the House 

Passed in the Senate this 30th day of July, 1991. 

R CUMBERBATCH 
Acting Clerk 01 the Senate 

PJU~'TE!'I DY TIlE GovrnHMENT Pm!>o"TER\·, PonT-or·SPAIN 
iU:runLlc OF TRINIDAD A~P TonAco--1991 

• 
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Legal Supplement Part A to the 'Trinidad and Tobago Gazette", Vol. 31. 
No. 198, 17th .July, 1992 

First Session Fourth Parliament Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago 

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Act No.8 of 1992 

[L.S.] 

AN ACT to amend the Municipal Corporations Act 

[Assented to 17th July, 1992] 

ENACTED by the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago as '._00< 
follows:-

1. This Act may be cited as the Municipal Sb~'U. 
Corporations (Amendment) Act, 1992. 
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LD""~t.tiaa 
No. 21ol1ggo 

No.8 Municipal Corporations (ArMndment) 1992 

2. In this Act the Municipal Corporations Act is 
referred to as "the Act". 

3. The Act is amended by inserting after section 7 
the following section: 

""_,, 7 A. (1) With effect from 1st October, 
~~ 1991-
:;;:::, (a) all land and other property of 

every kind, including things in 
action, vested immediately 
before that date in a former 
County Council is vested in the 
State; 

(b) all the rights, privileges and 
advantages and all the liabili­
ties and obligations that, 
i=ediately before that date, a 
former County Council was 
entitled or subject to, are 
transferred and conferred or 
imposed upon the State. 

(2) Every Act giving power or 
authority to or imposing any duty or 
liability upon or otherwise relating to a 
former County Councilor providing any 
forms or proceedings relating to a former 
County Council, shall, unless the context 
otherwise requires and so far as 
applicable, be read and have effect as if in 
the Act, the State were substituted for a 
former County Council. 

(3) Any reference in any Act, or in 
any rule, regulation or bye-law made 
under any Act or in any deed, contract. 
bond. security, or other document of 
whatever kind. public or private, to a 
former County Council shall. with effect 
from that date, be deemed to refer to the 
State. 



No.8 Municipal Corporations (Amendment! 1992 

(4) Legal proceedings pending 
i=ediately before 1st October, 1991 by or 
against a former County Council may be 
continued on and after that day by or 
against the State as the party to the 
proceedings instead of that former County 
Council. 

(5) The President may by Order 
transfer to any of the several Municipal 
Corporations referred to in section 4 any of 
the land and other property and any of the 
rights, privileges and advantages and any 
of the liabilities and obligations that by 
virtue of subsection (1) are vested in the 
State. 

(6) An Order under subsection (5) is 
subject to a negative resolution of 
Parliament. 

Chap. 25.04 

(7) In this section-
"former Act" means the County 

Councils Act repealed by 
this Act; 

"former Council" means a 
County Council established 
under section 4 of the 
former Act for an area 
referred to in the former 
Act as an "electoral area". 

(8) For the avoidance of doubt it is 
declared that nothing in this section shall 
have the effect of reviving a claim against a 
former County Council that on 1st October, 
1991 was statute-barred.". 

4. Section 11 of the Act is amended by inserting after ...... II .m~d" 

subsection (4) the following subsection-
" (<tA.) An election referred to in subsection 
(1) shall be held within three months of the 
expiry of the term of office of the Mayor, 
Councillors and Aldermen comprising the 
Council.". 
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5. Section 15 of the Act is amended by-
(a) deleting subsection (1) and substituting the 

following subsection-
" (1) The Mayor shall hold office for a 
term which sha1l be the same as that of 
the Councillors and Aldermen."; and 

(b) deleting subsection (3). 

6. Section 20 of the Act is amended by deleting 
subsection (2). 

7. Section 35 of the Act is amended by deleting the 
words "each Corporation" and substituting the words 
"the Corporations mentioned in the First Schedule, and 
the Public Service Commission established under 
section 120 of the Constitution shall appoint, remove, 
transfer and exercise disciplinary control over the 
officers of the Corporations mentioned in the Second 
Schedule". 

8. Section 39 of the Act is amended-
(a) by deleting the words "be an attorney·at-law 

and shall"; and 
(b) in paragraph (d) by deleting the words "legal 

advice and". 

p~m~ .... od 9. The heading to Part III of the Act is amended by 
substituting for the word "FORCE" the word 
"SERVICE" . 

..... ~......... 10. Sections 48, 49, 50, 52, 53 and 57 of the Act are 
62,53 aod 67 
_........ amended by deleting the word "Force" wherever it 

occurs and substituting the word "Service". 

11. Section 60 ofthe Act is amended by-
(a) deleting the word "Force" and substituting 

the word "Service"; and 
(b) deleting the word "Forces" in both places 

where it occurs and substituting the word 
"Services~. 
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12. Section 61 of the Act is amended by deleting the ....... 61 __ ... 

word "Forces" and substituting the word" Services". 

75 

13. Section 232 of the Act is amended- ...... 132_ ..... 

(a) in paragraph (e) by deleting the words 
commencing with the words "water-courses" 
in the second place where it occurs to the end 
and substituting the words "drains ana main 
water-courses, and drains along main roads 
and highways"; and 

(b) by deleting paragraphs (i) and (k). 

14. Part XIV ofthe Act is repealed. P~XIV,.,.~ .. 

15. The Second Part of the Second Schedule to the =... ......... 
Act is amended by-

(n) deleting items II, III. IV and V and 
substituting the following items-

"II. Name of Corporation: 
The Chairman. Aldermen, Councillors 

and Electors of the Region of San Juan! 
La yen tille. 

BOUNDARIF.5 OF TID: REGrON OF SAN JUANILAVENTILLE 

The Region of San JuanILaventille comprises of: 

BOUNiJARI:t:S DESCRI?TION OF : NORTH, EAST, SCijTH, NEST. 

III. Name of Corporation: 
The Chairman. Aldermen. Councillors 

and Electors of the Region of 
Tuna punalPiarco. 

BOUNDARIES OF THE REGION OF TuNAPUNAlPrARco 

The Region of Tuna punaJPiarco comprises of: 

DG'tj~:JA:r,IES DESCRIPT:LON OF : NORTi-i, EAST, SGUT" I i'j':r:;ST. 



(b) renumbering item VI as item IV; 

(c) deleting items VII and VIII and 
substituting the following item­

"M'Name of Corporation: 
The Chairman, Aldermen, Councillors 

and Electors of the Region of MayarolRio 
Claro, 

BOUNDARIES OF THE REGION OF MAYARO!RIO CLARO 

The Region of MayarolRio Claro com prises of: 

BOUNDAF.IES DESCRIPTION OF NORTH, EAST, SOUTH, l'IEST, 

(d) renumbering item IX as item VI; 

(e) deleting items X and XI and substituting 
the following item--

"VII. Name of Corporation: 
The Chairman, Aldermen, Councillors 

and Electors of the Region of Couva­
Tabaquite-Talparo. 

BOUNDARIES OF THE REGION OF COUVA-TABAQU\TE-TALPARO 

The Region of Couva-Tabaquite-Talparo comprises of: 

30UNDARIES DESCRIPTION OF : NCRTH, EAST, SGUTH, bEST. 
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(f) renumbering items XII and XIII as VIII 
and IX respectively. 

16. The written laws set out in the first column of 
the Schedule to this Act are amended as set out in the 
Second Column of that Schedule. 

Law to be Amended 

PuBuc HEALTH 
ORDINANCE 

Ch.12.No.4 
section 2(1) 

REPRESENTATION OF 

THE PEoPLE Am: 
section 2 

SCHEDULE 

Amendments to be made 

In paragraph (b) of the definition of 
"constable" delete the word "Force" and 
substitute the word "Service". 

In the definition of "Mwticipality"-

(a) delete the. words "the Regional 
Municipality of Laventille, the 
Regional Municipality of San 
Juan, the Regional Municipality 
of Tunapuna, the Regional 
Municipality of Piarco" and 
substitute the words "the 
Regional Municipality of San 
Juan·Laventille, the Regional 
Municipality of Tunapuna­
Piarco"; 

(b) delete the words "the Regional 
Municipality of Mayaro, the 
Regional Municipality of Rio 
Claro" and substitute the words 
"the Regional Municipality of 
Mayaro-Rio Claron; 

(c) delete the words "the Regional 
Municipality of Tabaquite· 
Talparo, and the Regional Mwti· 
cipality of Couva", and substitute 
the words "the Regional M uni· 
cipality of Couva·Tabaquite· 
Talparo". 
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Law to be Amenckd 

INTERPRETATION ACT 

Chap. 3:01 
section 82 

Section 83 

SUMMARY COURTS ACT 
Chap. 4:20 
sectIon 15( 1) 

F'rREARMs ACT 
Chap. 16:01 
sectIon 7( 1) 

LITI'ER ACT 
Chap. 30:52 
sectJOn 16A(6)(b) 

PRAEDiAL LARCENY 
ACT Chap. 10:03 
section 2 

ELECTIONS AND 
BOUNDAR!ES 
COMMISSION (LoCAL 
GoVERNMENT) ACT 
Chap. 25:50 
sectIon 3 

Amendments to be mack 

In the definition of "Municipality"-
(a) delete the words "the Regional 

Municipality of Laventille, the 
Regional Municipality of San 
Juan, the Regional Municipality 
of Tunapuna, the Regional 
Municipality of Piarco" and suD­
stitute the words "the Regional 
Municipality of San Juan­
Laventille, the Regional Muni­
cipality of Tunapuna-Piarco"; 

(b) delete the words "the Regional 
Municipality of Mayaro, the 
Regional Municipality of Rio 
Clo.ro" and substitute the words 
"the Regional Municipality of 
Mayaro-Rio Claro"; 

(c) delete the words "the Regional 
Municipality of Tahaquite­
Talparo, the Regional Muni­
cipality of Couva" and substitute 
the words "the Regional Muni­
cipality of Couva-Tabaquite­
Talparo". 

In the definition of" constable" delete the 
word "Force" and substitute the word 
"Service". 

Delete the word "force" and Bubstitute 
the word "service I •• 

Delete the word "Force" and substitute 
the word ·'Service". 

Delete the word "Force" and substitute 
the word "Service". 

In the definition of "constable" delete the 
word. "Force" and substitute the word 
"Service", 

In paragraph (b) delete the word 
"thirteen" and substitute the word 
"nine". 
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Fmsr SCHEDULE Delete Part II and substitute the following 
Part--

No. Name of 
electoral 

area 

'Part II 

Description 
of electoral area 

1. DiegoMartin The Regional 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

San Juan­
Laventille 

Tunapuna­
Piarco 

Sangre 
Grande 

Mayaro­
Rio Claro 

Municipality 
of Diego Maran as 
described in the 
Municipal 
Corporations Act. 

The Regional 
Municipality 
of San Juan­
Laventille as 
described in the 
Municipal 
Corporations 
Act. 

The Regional 
Municipality of 
Tunapuna-Piarco 
as described in the 
Municipal 
Corporations 
Act. 

The Regional 
Municipality of 
Sangre Grande 
as described in 
the Municipal 
Corporations 
Act. 

The Regional 
Municipality of 
Mayaro-Rio 
Claro as 
described in the 
Municipal 
Corporations 
Act. 
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No. Name of 
electoral 

area 

6. Princes Town 

7. Couva· 
Tabaquite-
Talparo 

8. Penal-Debe 

9. Siparia 

Represen ta tion of 
the People Act, 
Chap. 2:01 
First Schedule 

Description 
of electoral area 

The Regional 
Municipality of 
Princes Town as 
described in the 
Municipal 
Corporations 
Act. 

The Regional 
Municipality of 
Couva-Tabaquite-
Talparo as des-
cribed in the 
Municipal 
Corporations 
Act. 

The Regional 
Municipality.of 
Penal-Debe as 
described in the 
Municipal 
Corporations 
Act. 

The Regional 
Municipality of 
Siparia as des-
cribed in the 
Municipal 
Corporations 
Act". 

Repeal and 
substitute wi th 
the following 
SchedulE>-

"FrRsr SCHEDULE 

RECISTRA TION AREAS 

The City of 
Port-of-Spain 

The City of 
San Fernando 
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REGISTRATION AREAs 
-Cont·d 

The Borough of 
Arima 

The Borough of 
Point Fortin 

• The Borough of 
Chaguanas 

The Regional 
Municipality of 
Diego Martin 

The Regional 
Municipality 
of San Juan­
Laventille 

The Regional 
Municipality of 
Tunapuna· 
Piarco 

The Regional 
Municipality 
of Sangre 
Grande 

The Regional 
Municipality 
of Couva­
Tabaquite­
Talparo 

The Regional 
Municipality 
of Mayaro - Rio 
Claro 

The Regional 
Municipality of 
Siparia 

The Regional 
Municipality of 
Penal-Debe 

The Regional 
Municipality 
of Princes 
Town .... 
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Passed in the House of Representatives this 
24th day of June, 1992. 

N. COX 
Acti"8 Clerk of the House 

Passed in the Senate this 7th day of July, 1992. 

J. SAMPSON 
Acti"8 Clerk of the Senate 

PluN'rED BY THE GoVERNMENT PRnn'r:RY, PORT-O,.-SPAIN 
RuuBuc Of 'l"R.ImDAD AND TOBAoo-l992 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT CHAP 2;01 

ACT NO. 26 OF 1986 

Section 64 (4) (Requirement of Secrecy) Amended 

Section 161 (General Provisions Rules) Amended 

~ecral Notice = 239 
The Prescribed Forms ( Amendment 

Forms #7&10 Deleted and Replaced (R.R Card) 

N9W Form #11A (I.D Card) 

Rules 

PAGE IN R.O.P. 

43 

79 

1986 

189,194 

195 

"'£,')nn. i13 Amended ( C~:·tificate as to Pro"/is icrlal ;::,eg. ) 197 

Ferm #25 Amended (Preliminary List of Electors) 

=o).4m #26 Amended ( ?!.-eliminary ~ist of Electors) 

=c:-m =29 Amended (Preliminary ~ist of Electors) 

Fc:.-m ;;:29A Amended (Supplemental :'ist. 0:: :S:toC:Ol-S) 

?Ol-rr; i'35 Amended (Notice of Elections) 

Form *37SC~8 Amended. (Nominaticl'l ?ap"r) 

Fo:-rn =47 Amended (Ballot Paper) 

r;:;'~-il1 #50 Amend.e:s. ~ .;;-P():'!:tment of Countir~g Agen'C; 

Form =65 Deleted (Special Ballot Paper) 

Fo:-m =66 Amended (Declal-ation of secl-ecy) 

Fo:-m =0 Ame:1ded {Declaration of Identity) 

F·:::-r.: =58 Del-?t~d { ~~a:~~er,~ of SpE:cia;' p~:~ j 

::1:-m =f~ .t_me!1de d (S-:a-:eme!1-: of Poll ) 

~~~ ~:~m =70~ (G~~h c~ Me5sengE:~ seil-: ~:~t 
Spe=ial 3211:;: ECl:} 

210 

211 

Zi.4 

215 

223&225 

240 

256 

257 

:58-259 

:60 



Legal Notice = 240 
The Election ( Amendment ) Rules 1986 

Election Rule 2 (Definition of special Eallot Paper; 
Deleted) 123 

Election Rule 4 (2)(d) (Election Notice; Substituted) 124 

Election Rule 7 (4) (Nomination of Candidates;Amended) 127 

Election Rule 19 (1) (Provision of Polling station; 
substitute and add 19 (1A)) 132 

Electicn Rule 20 (3) (Ballot Bcxes and use of E&BC 
initials; Amended) 

Election Rule 23 (1) (EallCit Paper; Amended) 

Flectio11 .?'.ll€. 3(') (1J, (2), (4) (Special Polling Agent; 

132 

134 

Amended) 137-138 

:lectl')n ;Ule 5,. (Special Voting; Amended) 

::::lecticn Rules 105 ~a); (b); 73 (2) and 74 (Amended) 

:: l6Cti 0,1 Rule 3:; (Transmission of Ballots; Amended) 

:lec'C!..J:1 ?: .. llE '':< ,_ I (Specia::;' :Sal lot. ?ap~!.·s; DelEte 
sub:-t.:l e 3) 

153 

155-157 

161 

135 

Electic~ Rtil~ fZ (l) (Deciaraticn of Secre=y; Amen5ed) 156 

::ecticn Ruler 87-29 (SpEc1ai Voting;Revoked and ~eplaced) 162 

:lection Rule 90 (Receipt of Special Ballots; 
Sc~sti~c~ing an~ Dele'Ci~;) ~.~ ~--

..:..c~-~t..j 

<:lection Rule 90 (Revoking and Replacing St!:O~-l,le 4(c)) i63 

. - , - ,. :: " ': I 

.' r ~E:ec~i~~ ~~~~~~;~~:~~~ 
Si.~:·::"':.ies ) 



THE REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) RULES. 1986 

Reg. Rule 3 (Commencement of new register of Electors; 
add 3A (1)-(5)) 85 

Reg. Rule 6 (1) (Supply of Registration Record Cards; 
Delete Paragraph (e)) 86 

Reg. Rule 7 (Registration Record Inventory Forms;Delete) 87 

Reg. Rule 10 {l} (Allowance or disallowance of 
Registration; Amended) 

Reg. Rule 10 (Colours and numbering of Registration 
Record Cards;add leA (1)-(4)) 

Reg. R~le ]1 (Registration Recor~ Car6s and Minors 
Registration Cards;Amended) 

;.eg. Rulo: 14 (?l-eparation ·~f l~ Card; (1)-(6) substituted; 

83 

88 

adj 24A) S3 

Eeg. Rule 15 (Persons :.J.nab:~ 

Reg. Rule 21 (Documents to be 

;:\-2g. R'..ile " _ 0 { ?hotog:-aph ':::' • .L _ 

Amended; add 23A 

?eg. ?t~l e :~ ( =:::e!r.ption :!'c:J~ 

P~e~ . Rl,le ,-
_Q (Arrangement 0: 

"-_ 'J read cc w:.-ite;Amended} 

s"f.ely kept; .'Jnended) 

':on~pl e t ion of Registration; 
11) , (2) 

~a}:ir:g Photograph; Amended) 

Unit Register;Amended) 

89 

94 

95 

c­
o , 

?:es;. R-..:le 45 (3) (Change of Name;Amended) 106 

l0E-10: 



ACT NO. 25 OF 1987 

Section 2(1); (Interpretation;Amended) 8 

Section 3(4) (Chief Election Officer;Amended) 13 

section 3(5) (Chief Election Officer;Amended) 13 

Section 64 (I) (a) (Requirement of Secrecy;Amended) 42 

Section 157 (:) (Powers to Administer an Oath;Amended) 78 

Sec<:ion 157 (2) (Powers to Administer an Oat:h;Amended) 78 

i,EGAL NOTICE =256 
R~qis~ration Amendment Rules 1988 

~E;. Rules 3A t2) (3) (5) (Comme~cem2~t of NeK ~e;iste~; 
Amended) 85 
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Legal Notice =153 
The Election (Amendment) Rules. "991 

Election Rule 38. Subrule (3) Revoked And replaced 

Election Rule 39 (1) Amended 

Legal Notice = 154 
The Prescribed Forms (Amendment) Rules. 1991 

Form # 52 (Poll Card) Revoked And Replaced 

Legal Notice # 163 

141 

142 

245 

The Prescribed Forms (Amendment) INo.2) Rules. 1991 

Ferro • 37 Am.:nded 223-224 ~ 

Form ~ 33 Amended 225-226 ~ 

Fcr-m # 41 Am8nded 231-232 

Form #- 42 Amended 233-234 

:'orm #: 43 Amended :35-236 

For-m .. 44 Amended 237-238 

Legal Notice = 115 
The Election (Amendment) RU!.ES. 19~;2 

Election Rule 40-
S~b=ule (4) (c) Amended 

Subrule (5 ) Amended 144 

Su!)rule f - , .0, .:'.mer.dea 144 

Subrule (S) AITiended 144 

Subrule ( i'; J .;mende:d 145 

Subrule ( 15) ?evokec A:1c s'..:~sti ::uted 145 



Election Rule 62 (1) Deleting The Words "The third day after" 154 

Election Rule 72 Deleted And substituted 157 

Legal Notice # 116 
The Prescribed Forms (Amendment! Rules, 1992 

Form #64 Revoked And Replaced 255 

Legal Notice =131 
The Election (Amendment! (NO.2! Rules, 1992 

Elect~on Rule 6 (1) Deler.e ~leventh Al,ld Subs:i tute seventh 125 

. 
Ad!'r.~ssiol1. o'f ?e~sons into 'T:-:'r.idad and 'l"cbac;o 

Enti~lement 0: ci~izens anc ~esidents to come inte T=inicad and 
Tobago 
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Logal S'upplement pan A '" the "Trinidad and TobaQo GQ.Z6ue". VoL. 2.5, 
No. lID. 14th Novtmb .... 1986 

Fifth Session Second Parliament Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago 

REPUBUC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Act No. 26 of 1986 

[ 1.S.1 

AN ACT to nmend the Roprcsentntioll of tho Peoplo Act, 
Chnp. 2.:01 

[Assented to 7th November. 1986] 
'. 

ENACTED by tho Parliament of Trinidad n.nd Tobago n. ',,,,,,,,,nl 
f01l0W8:-

1. This Act mny be cited ns the Representation of the so,,, uu, 
People (Amendment) Act, 1086. 
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Reprue.ntaUOD 
01 tbe People 
Act &mcoded 
QUIp. 2:01 

No. 26 Representation of the Peopl/! 1986 

2. The Representation of the People Act is nmended­
(a) in section 64, by repealing 'subsection (4) nnd 

replncing it by the following: 
" (4) Every person ntlRnding the 

proceedings in connection with the issue 
of bnllot ps.pers shnll maintain (lnd aid 
in m(lintnining the secl'Ccy of the ,·"l· 
ing." ; 

(b) in section 161, by ndding n.ftcr subsection (3) 
the following: . 

" (4) Whenever the President is 
sn.tisfied thn.t it is necessary or expedient 
for currying tho purposes of tho Act 
into effect thn.t Rules made under sub· 
section (1) should Ii:1.VO retrospective 
effect, those Rules mn.y be b<iven retro· 
spective effect accordingly. n. 

Pn.ssed in the House of Representatives this 29th dn.y of 
October, 1986. 

R. L. GRIFFITH 
Acting Clerk 01 the Hause 

P:1.ssed in the Senate this 4th duy of November, HlS6. 

M. CARRINGTON 
Acting Ci<?rk of the 5'''"1" 

GoVtnNM%I'IT PRlNT~ltY, TnlNII.U,D, TnI:-IlllAO ANO TOII"co-1906 
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I ' . 
LEGAL NOTICE No, 239 

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT, CHAP, 2:01 

RULES 

MADE BY THE PRESIDENT UNDER SECTION 161(1) OF THE 
REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

THE PRESCRIBED FORMS (AMENDMENT) RULES, 1986 

L These Rules may be cited as the Prescribed Forms (Amendment) Ci",""" 

Rules, 1986, 

2, The Prescribed Forms Rules nre amended- "'u:ibod 

(a) by deleting Form No. 7; :~~ul .. 
('b) by deleting Form No. 10 and replacing it by the following: 

" 
. .,". 
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Prescribed Forms (Amendment) Rules,.1986 

by adding after Fonn No, 11 the following; 

"FORM No, llA [R.ea:iat.raLion Rule lU1A)J 

REpRESEI'rrATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Identification Card 

Front 

Republic of 
TRINIDAD 

""d 
TOBAGQ 

NAiIONA~ IDENTIFICATION CARD 

" 

1 
.. ;.,; Back . .'~ I 

I' 
/ 

DATE OF ISSUE EXPIRY DATE 

DATE OF BIKTH , REGISTRATION No, 
" . 

CrrlZENSHIP STATUS 
'J' 

PUCE OF BIRTH 
" 

COLOUR, OF EYES . HEJCHT em .. 
, SOCIAl. ASSIsr:~CE No: COLOUR OF SKIN 

, , 

~LOOD GROUP NATIONAl. INSURANCE NO,/ 

,"j. 

n, 
, , 

, , 

" 



" 

Prescribed Forms (Amendment) Rules, 1986 

(d) by substituting for Form No. 13 the following: 

-FORM No. 13 (RerciaLration Rule 18(1)) 

REpRES£NTATlON' OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

Certificate AI to Provisional nc~.tration 

To be comploted in Triplica~ 

R.egiatration area or ................................................................................................................... . 
Pollin&, Diviaion No. ; ...................................................................................... , .......................... . 

File No ... : .................................................................................................................................... . 

Thil i. to certify th. t provi.ionaJ repltration o( ............................................................ . 
(n.c.nv) 

ol ................................................... _ ••••...••• _ ................................................................................. .. 
(oddn .. ) 

3.S an· eJectorJnon-eJec.tor-' bu bean allowed by me and that. aU entriu r"Quired La be . . .' 

made by :ne upon the identification c..a.rd of the lAid ............................................................. . 
(n.a.n~) 

of ................................. ~ ............................................................................................................... . 
(oddnu) 

have heeD mndo. 

Dated thi ................................. day of .............................................................. : 19 ......... . 

To the aboyo Prospective ne~trant 

You are required to ~V8 your phOLoi:l'ap~ tAken by the Official PhotoCTopher 

stationed at .............................................................. or by nny other Offic.inl PhotogT£lphcr. 

Talc.e Notice that your photoil'aph mUML be takeD in order that your reiiatrnt.ion 

may be complct..cd. 

Date phoLoiiTaph taken ......................... : ................................... : ........................................ . 

" 

• Delete if inapplicable. 

SigMJur, of Off1CiaJ 
Ph.olcgraphu 

Sign.c.lurr or imprtuion of 
Pro,~,tiw Rtgulrant 

N.B.-Thi. cortifiCALe dOGl not alLoat to the bo1\l1 {uU or the re~.U'ant and should 
not be accepted 8.1 identi(ymi the holder."; 

.~ 

..... 
' .... : 
- "; . 



Prescribed FormJ (Amendment) Rules, 1986 

(e) in Forms Nos. 25, 26, 29 and 29A by deleting the words 
"in groups under the several addresses in .. the polling 
division"; . 

(f) in Form No. 35 by deleting the words "the count of the 
special votes will take place thereafter at ........................ at 
the hour oL.............. p.m." occurring in the paragraph 
commencing with the words "In the event of the election 
being contested"; 

(g) in Forms Nos. 37 and 38-
(i) by inserting after the words "County Council" 

wherever they occur the words "/the Tobago House 
of Assembly"; 

(ii) by inserting after the words "the Arima Corporation 
Ordinance" and the words "the County Councils 
Act" respectively wherever they occur the words 
"/the Point Fortin Corporation Act" and the words 
"/the Tobago House of Aasem"bly Act"; 

(h) in FO!1Il No. 47-
m by substituting for the words "Voters No. On List 

of Postal Electora" appearing on the front of the 
said Form the words "Voters No. on List of Electors 
or List of Special Electors"; 

(ii) by adding after the words "Space for Initial of.P.O:· 
appearing on the back of the said forma the words. 
"or Ret.' Officer"; 

(i) by substituting for Form No. 50 the following: 

. :" 

"FORM No. 50 
R.&PR£S£N'T AnON OF THE P.copu: ACT 

AppointmeDt or SpocW Pollillil AIIODI 
. .. 

(Elo,Uo. Rule 30(2)) 

'I, .............. _ ................................ _ ....................................................................... nomin4t.od 

tofthe election a&:ent ot .............................................................................................................. . 

who has been nominated to- aarve aa a momber ot the HOUN or Rcprcaentativo .... t.ho 

Council or ........... _ ......................... _ .......... Corporation/the .................................................... . 

County Councivrobago Houae of Aaaembly· for the electorlll di.t.rict of 



'. 

Prescribed Fonps (Amendment) Rules, 1986 

do hereby appoint ........... _ .......................................................................................................... . 

whose addreaa i • ........................... ::: .... ~ ..... : ..... ~~ ........................................................................ . 
8.1 mylhi.· .peeial palliD.&' aeent to be preacDL at the i .... ue or ballot papen by the 
Returnin, Officer (or the above electoral di.t.ricl, and to alLand Ole dedllration by 
the said Relumini Officer of the InuIt of th, poll~ 

Dated this ........................... day of .............. : ........................................................ 19 ...... .. 

I accept the above appointment. 

. ................................................. . 

N.D.-If :.he .pecial polliDa: Aa:onL i. paid, thi. appointment mual Do cad, by the 
-:a:u1i.d&ta'J olocUOA aa:oOlL 
!hi. appcinLmonl Ihoold be produced to the R.lurni", Officer at the ~I.ce or 
the iull" fir ballot papen.-; 

-Delete it in.appliCAbl •. 

(j) by deleting Form No. 65; 

(k) in Form No. 66 by substituting for all the words occulTing 
after "(4)" in the Appendix the following: 

"Every per.son attending the proceedings in connection 
with the issue or the opening of ballot papers shall 
maintain and aid in mainteining the secrecy of 
the voting,"; . 

(I) in Form No. 67-
(i) by deleting the word "special" before the words 

"ballot paper" in ·the third line ·thereof; 
," 

(ii) by deleting the word "special'" before the word 
"ballots" in paragraph 8 of the Directions on the 
back of the Form; and 

(iii) by deleting the word "special" before the words 
"ballot paper" in paragraph 10 of the Directions at 
the back of the Form; 

(m) by deleting Form No. 68; 
(n) in Form No. 69 by inserting under the word "Total" the 

following: • 
"Number of ballots found in Special Ballot Box"; 

(0) by inserting after Form No. 70 the following new Form 
w be numbered 70A: 
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Prescribed Forms (Amendment) Rule." 1986 

"FORM No. 70A (Election Rule 88) . 

REpRESENTATION 0,. THE PEOPLE Acr 
Oath of Meueni:er IeDt with Special Dallot Box 

I .................................................................................................................... :.:: .. "'feaaeneer 

appointed by ................................................................................................. R.etumin, Officer 

(or the electoral district of .•...................................................•.•.••.............................................. 

do swear that the Special Ballot bearinS No .................................... which wu used at the 

Special Pollin, Station eat.abliahed by the aaid R.iLIUIli.a., Officer wu b.and.d to me 

by ..................................................... : ........................ to be daUvared to the Prcaidine Officer 
Returning Orr~er'IEuctwn Cure' 

Cor Poll in&, Station No ................................................. and that it waa deliverod to the l4id 

Preaiding Officer at .......................... p.m. OD the .................... 'day or .............. : ................... . 

. 19 ........... properly se.led. 

S;"lI4lun 01 Meuenger 

Sworn before me at ........................... _ .. _ ................. ~ ...... _ ........ _ ....................................... . 

thi .................................. day or .................................................................. y. ................ 19 .......... . 

i;/' I;:i ill ",,1
1
'1 Ii' ',~", "'; .. , ,:1"'·" 1,,11 iilot ,'I 0 I ': ! i L'11 

1'0:01.,):1011 :.,'0, '" 111~',,00. ''I . 

o. l!~i' 0 .............................................................. .. 

Pr"idinz Ofr~er.". 

-Delete if inapplicable. 

Made this 21st day of Novembei; 1986, -. . 
., 

" , 

K. BOSWELL INNISS 
Secretory to Cabinet 

.' 

, 'I 
I '; I 

, 
I 0 ! 



Lu.Jal Suppz.mtnl ParI B-Vol. 25, No. 310-251h Novtlllil", 19SG 

LEOAL NOTICE No. 24.0 

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

TIlE RnnESENUTlON OJ' TilE PEorLE ACT. CllAl'. 2:01 

RULES 

lUDE DY TnE PUESIDENT m<DEn .EOTION 161(1) or TilE REr""SB!<TATION 

OJ' TIlE PxorLE ACT 

THE ELECTION (AJ.llNDMENT) RULES, 1980 

'. 

1. Thoso Rul"" mAy bo cited I1B tho Eloction (Amrndrnrnt) Rulos, 1086. ata~.' 

2. Tho Elootion Rulos Aro Amrndcd-
_ (a) in rulo 2, by doloting tho dofiAitio" of "spociAI hAllot P"Por" ; 

(b) by substituting for rulo 4(2j(el) tho following: 

"(el) tho plAce whoro ""d tho dAy and timo whe" 
prelim": .. ry rosults of tho poll will bo 4IlIlOunccd ;" ; 

tho 

(e) in rulo 7(4) by in:Iorling Aftor tho word "numbors" in tho t,hird 
linD therc-Oftho words "or fila nun:.boTa'·; 

(Il) by substituting for rulo 10(1) tho following: 

" 10. (1) Subjoct to subrulo (1.<) tho Returning Officor 
ahAll estAblish such number of polling stAtions in such 
lOCAtions I1B tho Chiof Eloction Ollicor ahAlI dotormino, 
whothor within Or without 'tho bounchrios of his oloctoral 
district, CAch polling stAtion being in premiBllS of conveniont 
AcceSS, with AD outaidp entrADCO for tho odmission of oloctors, 
ODd, whoro possiblo,.n oxit through w}Jch oloctors moy lonvo 
Aftor thoy ho va voted. 

(IA) Boforo tho Returning Officor cshblillhos A 
polling mtion ouLsido of tho boundorios of his oloctorAI 
district, ho &holl first obtAin Iho ApprOVAl oflho Chiof Eloction 
Oflicor who =y gront such Appronl if ho is SAIi>ficd thAt tho 
building which housos tho proposcd polling station is 
conVeniently IOCAtod "'ithin A roasonAblo dist=co of tho 
bounchrios of such oloetorAI dilItrict."; 

(t) in rulo 20(3)-

(i) by substituting for tho initials "E.C." tho initiol, 
"E.&:D.C,"; ud 

(ii) by aubstitutmg for tho words uEloct.io!l.!J Co:umission" 
tho wonls "Elcct.io.!l3 ud DOWldJ.rics CouHui:;.sion"; 

(f) in rulo 23(1) by deloting tho words "ADd printed on overy spoei.1 
b<l.lIot pa.por" occu:ric.g in linea ono c.nd two thoreof; 

ElocUotl 
RuIN 
&mcA4.d 
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Election (Amendment) Rules, 1986 

«(1) in rulo 30-
(i) by substituting for p"r"gr"ph (I)(b) tho following: 

"(b) one spoei,,1 polling' agant to be prosont a 11 tho 
iasuo of b"llot :p"pors "t spoe;..1 polling IStIltions 
and to "tlond tho doel"ration by tho Roturning 
Offieor of tJlO rosult of tho poll;"; 

(ii) by substituting tho words "spoei,,1 polling ngont" 
for tho words "counting "gont" whorovor tl,O Inttor 
words occur in Bubrulos (2), (3), (4) and (7); 

(h) in rulo 59(0) by dolating tJlO word "Eloetions" I>nd tho word. 
. II o.nd a custodi:!oll"; 

(i) (i) ill rulos 65(a) and (b), 73(2) and 74 by dolotillg tho 
word "spoci"I" boforQ tho woreb "b"lIot p"pors"; 

(ii) in rulos 69, 71 I>nd 82 by doloting tho word "spoei":" 
beforo tho words, "b"llot 1"'por"; 

(iii) in rulo 85 by doloting tho word ".poci"I" boforo tho 
.word "bl\lJots"; 

(3) in rule 60-
(i) by.doleting in subrul"" (I) /lIld (2) tho word ".poci41" 

boforo tho words "b"lIot p~ por"; and 
(ii) by dolating subrulo (3); 

(k) in rule 67~ 
(i) by substituting tho words ".poci~1 polling "gents" 

for tho words "counting a.ge.o.t.s" OCCWTing in p:uD.sra.ph 
(e); and 

(ii) ,by doloting tJ,O words "or opening" and "spocinl" ill 
the penultimnto I>nd I4st linos tho,roof, rospoctivoly; 

I' ~.'(Zl ill rulo 68 bX. doloting tho words "or tho opaning" "Ild "spocinl" 
r~:;~,fO~9~~'ilubnil.o (l)j·~. : '~Tt~ I 1:". ;:. I;; :.' • I ! j 

,em) by revoking rulos 87 to 89 illclusivo "Ild by roplneing thom "s 
, follows: , 

·Co ..... of 87, Tho Rctwning Orocor sI ... 1I clo.o tho .poci~1 = polling IStIltiollS ostI>blishcd undor ~Io 73 "t 3.00 p.w . 
.-.... on pollillS dey and. a1 ... ll forthWIth .... 1 tho slot 

of tho spoeml bl>llot bOll: with his .... 1 ill tho 

Spedal 
ballot box to 
~ delivered 
to PraddJ,nt 
Ot!lcer 

presenoo of the =didetos or t1lOir "gents who '''ny, 
U thoy so dosiro, "mx thoir sil:ll"turo to such so,,1. 

S8. Aftor tho closo of tho polling st..tion ob-u.bIL<;jl<x\ 
undor rulo 73 nnd boforo tJ,O hour of 0.00 p.m. tho 
Rotumin- Officer or n mOOSCllgor nppoint<>4 by him for 
the pwp; .. ah"lI, "nor tAking tho ~t.h in tho form oot 
out lIB Form No. 70 .. in tho Prescribed Form. nules, 
under police .. cart, u.ko tho spoei,,1 b"1I0.t box s ... lcd in 
"ccordonco witJ, rulo 84 to " polhng stAIIO" sorVlJlS tho 
oleclor,,1 diolricl "Ild proviously dc.il:ll"tcd by tho Chiof 
Election Offieor for Iho pwJlOso 0.11<1 dolivor tho sniu 
bo.1lot box to tho l'rcsiwng Officer of trult pulling 
slntioli. ' 

. 'I I! 
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E.xamJ,aatiOG 
of ,podal" 
.ballot box 

ReceIpt to' 
be ,(Veil by 
PreddLa, 
omocr 

'tb1Dtw to bo 
deUvor.d by 
netw111D1 
omOle:r 

Opudnf ot 
.pedAl 
ballot bolt' 

8D, Tho PrOllding Officor who tAkas dolivory of " 
.pocW b"lIo~ bol: WldDr nUo 88 shAll thoroupon oxnmillo 
tho _Is of tho Rotullling Ollicor on tho Mid box ond . 
shAll .!low Ally C4lldidnto or Illa nsent who mny bo 
prollCllt to onmillo thom. 

89.1., The Proaidins Officor if ho ia ... tiaficd thot tho 
BOnis of tho Ro~W11ing Officor IlAvo not bocn broken, 
shAll give tho Rotumills Officor or tho mosscngor 
nppointc.d by tho RotW'Uing Officor to dolivor tho 
apocial bnllot box 4B tho C4BO =y bo, n rocoipt to tho 
etroct t.hot ho receivnd tho apecinl bnllot box 4lld thot it 
W4B properly "nlad. 

SOn. In Additio.'l to tho spocinl bnllot box, tho RotW"ll' 
ing Office: ahAll delivor or cnuao to bo dolivorcd to tho 
Presiding Ollicor tho following: 

(a) two copies of tho Ii.t of spocinl oloctors 
prop.rcd in nccordonco witJ, I'ulo 03(4); 

(b) t.i.. rogistor of .pocinl olocta", compilnd in 
Accordonco with nUo 64 ; one! . 

(e) tho koy for tho apocinl bnllot box. 

8Do. Immod.intoly nftor tho Presidin~ Officor h •• 
o.nnounecd tho closing of tho poll in nccordollco with 
nUo 57, ho shAll, nftor nllowing tho poraoD..s prOSCllt to 
inspect tho """Is on tho apeciAl b.llot box, brook tho 
aools, Wllock tho OOllot box, ompty it of its contents, 
show it oj>Cll411d ompty to tho ponoll8 prQBQl1t. 4lld than 
rolock tho bOl:."; 

(n) in rulo 90-
(i) by .ubatitutin~ for tho oxp"oasion "Rotuming Officor" 

whorov(.Ir it occurs in tho 84id rulo, oxcopt in Bubrulo 
(3)(e) thoroof, tho oxprcasiOll "1'roaiding Officor"; 

(ii) by delating tho word "Spocinl" boforo tho words "b.llot 
p~por" whorovor tho formor word occura in tho Mid 
rulo; 

(iii) by rovoking aubnUo (4)(e) .nd ropl.cmS it by tho 
following: .... . 

"(e) ahow tho decl.r>tion 4lld tJ,O· roS;"tr.tion 
record cnrd to tho porsons nuthor;"od by tJ,o 
Prasiding OffiC()r to bo prO!iODt. ... ; 

(0) by rovoking nUos 02 to 00 inclusivo; 

(P) by insortmg immodintoly nftor nUo 01 tho follo.·mg: 
'SUtlon 92. (I) Tho Prcsidmg Ollicor shAll record in tho 
:~n! of polling stotion diory tho f.ct t.lw apociol b~lIot boxos 

. even" woro brought to hia at,tion. tho nU!llbor of bnllot boxos 
so brought, tho tim. of nrrivol of such b,lIot bo~es. tho 
numbor of spoc;,l envolopes dolivered Arld such other 
m,ttors 4lld ovents rol.tmg to tho .peeinl votmg os m.O' 
to tho Presiding Officor seem to bo ofinlpo"",,,co. 
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ReopenJ.n&, 
ot 'Podal 
ballot ~ze. 

(2) The Proaiding Omcer &hAil aigll tho rocord 
referred to iiuubrulo (I) and OAUIO tho Deputy Proaiding 
Officer, tho poll elerk IIIld auah or tho c:zwiidlltos or 
their "gents AS "ro present to "ppcnd their sigll"turea 
thereto. 

93. (I) Tho Proaiding Officer shAll in rull viow of tho 
ClI.Ildidlltes or thoir "gents, AS =y bo proael1t, rooprn 
the spacial b"llot box IIIld tnka out tho b"llota thoroin. 

(2) Without "llOwint:{ porsol1 to BOO for whom 
such b"llot p"pora hAvo m"rked, tho Proaiding 
Officer shAll then pu.c.. aU auch b"llot p"pars in tho 
b"llot box which contnina tho b"llots CASt "t his polling 
stntiol1 on polling day IIIld shAll make IIIld sigll " noto 
upon tho atntoment or poll orthol1umbor ofb..llot p"pers 
80 plaocd by him m tho b"llot box used "I. his polling 
station,"; 

(q) by revoking rulo 100lllld repl"cins it by t.ho falJowing: 
"1'r<llm1A.", 100 • .After tho Rot.uming· Ollicor hAl rocuiv<:d tho 
CD"'" dupU""toa of tho statements of tho poll from tho Prosidins 

Oilioora or "ll t.lto polling Ntio,," m his oloetor,,1 
distriot, he &hAll tl.D.IlOune& the totnl votes ,""corded for 
""ch =didllto in tho ... idatntoments."; 

(,.) in rule 101-
(i) by deleting the woro.·"1IIld shAll ndd t.ltoroto tho ::aunt 

of the apoci"l b"llot" ocourrmg in linea !ivo I>%Id six of 
aubrulo (I) thoreor; 

(ii) by delot.ing tho words "lIIld tho count of tho spoei.I" 
oceurrmg m Imo four of subrulo (0) thoropf; 

(.) m rulo lOS- . 
(i) by dllioting p"r"s,,,pha (J) IIIld 0) ohubrulo (I); 

(ii) by deleting tho words "and by spoci"l b"llol" I>%Id tho 
word "apoci"l" whoro thoy occur in p"r"s'''ph .. (al I>%Id 
(b) or aubrulo (0) roar,ctivoly. 

MD.de this 21at d"y of Novombor, 198~: 

K. BOSWELL INNISS 
s.ucJ.anJ. to. Cabillcl 
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LE<w. NcmOli No, 241 

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

TmI RBl'RZS"NT .. nON 01' TIIII: Pll:O?LlII Am:, CnJJo. 2 :01 

RULES 

MaE DY TJIE PnslDENT' 1I11DII:II BEm:ION 161(1) or TJIlI: REl'nZS&llT.l.TIOII 
01' TO PEOPLlII Am: 

THE REGISTRATION (AMENDMENT) HULES, 1980 

1. (1) Thoso Ruloa mAy bo oitod All t.ho &gistr.tion (Amondmont) Rulos, m.i, •• 
1080. 

(2) Theao Ruloa aIWl bo doomod to havo hAd offact from tho 22nd doy 
of July, 1986 . 

.2. Tho RogiatrAtion Rul"" Aro Amcndod-

(a) by inaOrting .ftor ruJo 3 t.ho iollowing- ne,I.,m'.,. 
3 .,~,.. ~_ 3ule. ·co ....... "'· A. (I) W, .... e .. oct ... om 30th Juno, 1987, or suah "",enued 

~:,:::;w u.tor dote oa the Commission mAy fix undar subrulo (3), 
e1ecta,.. &DeS' in this'rw.o roferred to Q.8 utho appointed dJJ.y", tho 
!ir:::(~~ rogister of' eloctors for e4ch rogistrntion aroa shn.lI 
rellftratton COJl8iat of now registration record c.c.rda only. 

(2) All oxisting rogiittrAtion record ""rds And .11 
oxisting icionti.6.""tion CArds shAll for All purposos be 
doomed to bo inVAlid from tho .ppointod doy; And from 
that doy tho registrAtion in rOllpoct of porsons to whom 
auah ""l'ds rolato shAll bo doomed to bo void nnd of no 
offoot. ' 

(3) Tho Commiaaion, in tho ovont thnt it propOllOR 
to fi>: A doto l.tor tIul.n 30th Juno, 1987 AS t.ho Appointod 
d.y, "h.ll.t lonst thirty cays bororo such cay by notien . 
publiabod in tho Gc=Jj. And in at lonst ono doily nows· 
POP'" ciroulAting in Trinidad And Tob.go nnno,= tho 
dote of tho dppointod doy; And &hAll in such notie.. 
st4to thAt tho rogiatr.tion of AU poisons offocled priol' 
to 22wl July, 1985 ahall uo void Arul of no offoet w.los., 
Buch PCI'1I011B updato thoir rogilltration hy fumiHhing 
to Doll A..istImt &gilllr.tion OITiC<lr th" I'u,'ticul .... 
roquired in Form No. 10 in tho PrOl'Cribrd Form.' Rules. 

(4) Nothing in this rulo Mall uo coruMucd u. 
provollting thu rogilitl'll.tion or a.ny por.ion tI..nder thl'~1 
Itulos nfter tho appointed doy. 

(:;) In.t.Iu. ruJ~ 
"omting idantiLication card" IUCUJl.:i an ic.lcntilica. 

tion ""rel wuod prior to 22nd July, IDS5; 
"oxisting rogistra.tion rocord c.l.ru" m(!ull..'i (\ I'l.:gitl. 

ullotion racord CAru wwd to ofTllct n I'llgintr:tt.ion 
pi .. or to 22nel July, 1985; 
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"new rogiatrntioll" mOlWl a. l'i>gUrtt;'tiolf oC .. person 
effected f?r tho first time a.ftor 22ndJ.uJy. l!l85; 

Ifnew regiatro.tiOA record CArd" moa.na & rogiatmtion 
record oa.rd in tho form aotr out !La Form No. 10 
in the Proacribod Forms Rul .. uaod an or a.ftor 
22nd July, 1985 to regiator a. po1"1lOn for tho first 
time or to updAto tho rogistra.tion of .. porBOn 
rogistorod boforo·~t claw.";' . 

(b) in rule 6(1) by deleting poragraph (e);. 

(~) by delating ruIa 7; 

(el) hr rule 10(1) by deleting the :WordS ".,;n tdontifiCAtion CArd"; 

(e) by inserting a.!tor rulo 10 tho following-
·Col.u .... ' .. 4 lO~. (1) Re~tr .. tion rOcOre! CArda prop .. rod in roapoct 
:t:'.b.r:!"!1 ofporaona who .. re citizona of Trinicbd ""d ToD .. go wll, 
:reciltration whether such porso.u.a Are olootora or DOt, bo or tho lamo 
recoroj card cOlour. . .. 

(2) Regist:atio:l rooord ci>rd3 prapiLrod in rospoct 
of poraona who a.to C-oniI:louw",,:th Cil.izaia o!.hor thAn 

· cit.i%ella of Trinidad' and Tob..go .Bhlill, whothor auch 
p<):soils IU'O olectors or I1ot, be 6f a. diJ1erent colour from 

.. the colour of thoao doabribod In .ubrul~ (1). 

(3) Registration rocord oa.rd3 preporod in roapoct 
· of porsona other thI>II. thOse> roforrod to in Bubrulo (1) or 
(2), wll bO of a diJ£cinint oolour from tho colour of thoso 
doacribod in subrul .. (1).~ .(2). 

. (4) All registration ~oord card3 whothor pro· 
p;'rod in r .. poot of olooton o'r non·oloctora .h.1l bo 
numborod in tho &:lmo IOrioa.";" ", 

(j) in rulo 11-
(i) bi substituting for subrulo (1) thoroof tho followinS-

"(1)' Tho rogistration rocord c.ud of porao". who.o 
·~.~ .. tion hI>s Qoo.a. updAted on or aftor 22nd J uJy. 
· 1985, or of poraoili rvgi.torcd for tho first timo on or 
..fto~ i.hI>t dl>to wll .. pp in dupliCl>to in tho form BOt out 
l1li ~orm No. 10 in P..w Pioooribcd },'OrmB RuI ... 

(LL) Poraona registored for tho fir.t timo undo,' ~h",", 
RuI .... on or .. ftor tho' 22nd July, 1985. I>nU portiun .. 
whoso rOb-iatrationa.ho.vo b~ updAl.od undor th""o l~ul"K 
wll bo Wllod wl!.h 'identifiCAtion CArdo in tho fonu Bot 

.. out' "'" Form No. llJ. iii tho PrOllCribod Ii'or"'" Rulo .... ; 
(ii) by dol~ting t.ho words "but tho original of Iho forouur 

Cl>rd wll bo of .. difforent colour from !.ho oriSi",,1 of 
· tho latt.r~' ocourring in aubrulo (2); 

(iii) by substltdting for tho words """d .t ... ll bo numboreu 
in tho SADie aoriOJl as thn.t. issued to a. non-olocwr" occur· 
ring iii· Bubtul. (3) tho words ...... th.t r.ferrod to 
in Bubrulo (3) of rul.lO ...... ; 

. 
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(iv) by substituting for tho word "print&d" npp04ring in 
lino ono of .ubrulo (6) tho word "rooordod", nnd by 
doloting tho words "but the CIlrds roforred to in .ubrulo 
(1) shnU be numberod in .. diJrerOl1t I16rios from thooo 
roforrod to in .ubruIn (2)"; 

(v) by deloting .ubruIo (a); 

(g) in rulo 12 by inoorting nftOr tho word "informntion" occurring 
in lino two tho words "sup,portod by such doCumOl1t~ry ovidanco 
as ho considors Jlocoaaa.ry'; 

(h) by substituting for rulo 14 tho following-

UPropa,r.!lUoQ. 
ot ldo.at:l.Oc.a­
t10:1 ~ 

14. (1) Boforo .igning tho rogistr~tion rocord cnrd 
of n porson who is fiftoon y .... r. of ngo or ovor t.ho AD.ist· 
nnt Rogistrntion Oilicor shnU, if nn idontificotion 
CIlrd hAs proviously bocn issuod to tho pol'SOn, roquiro 
him to surrondor tho 8Ilmo. 

(~) Whoro Q, POf80.:l c.:scribc:d iI:. Bub:u!o (I)­
(a) surrando!'. lUa iclontillcatiC!l c.onl, or 
(b) giv ... " M~ia!nctory Ol:cuaO for his ailuro to 

do80,or 
(c) hIlS not proviousiy hoon issued with >.'1 

idontifiClltion CIlrd, ' 
tho Chi.f Eloction Om""r sh.ll couoo tho requircd 
p.rticws to be ontorod on nn idon~ificotiCll cord for 
th.t purpooo. 

(3) The print on t.n idontificatiCll CIlrd in tho 
Form lOt out IlS Form No. 11. in tho Prosc:ibcd Forma 
Rul ... issued-

(a) to n citizOl1 of Trinidnd nnd Tobago. whothor 
a.n oloctof or not, . 

&!mil bo in tho colour bluo; 
(b) to n Commonwo.lth oitizOl1 othor thOJl .. 

, Cit.iz.Cll of Triuido.d ond Tob.go. who thor nn 
eloctor or not, '. 

sI",1I bo in tho colour rod; 
(e) to n poroon othor thnn thoso dllScribod in 

pnr.gr.ph (a) or p"rogr.ph (b). 
sh.1I bo in tho colour orOJlgo. 

(4) A f.csimilo sign.turo of tJ,O Chiof E1oction 
O!fieor shnU bo pl .. ccd on ovory idonti5C4tion CIlrd, 

(5) In subrulo (4) "Chiof Eloction Offieor" includes 
his, prodocosaors in offico. 

(6) Subjoct to rulo 15 •• por&on to whom .. com. 
plotad idont.ificotion CIlrd is boing dolivorod sIu!l rood 
it nnd sign it in tho prOBilneo of tho rogistr .. tion o!fieor. 
Or 'nny oth ..... uthorisod oIDeor if ho is IUtisfiod 
that tho oont.c.nt.a o.ro corroct!' j 
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(i) byl>ddingl>ftorrulo 14 tho following-
"Rule 15 ' 14.4. The provisions of rulo' lIS which "pply to tho ':'.-.::r.l¥ propl>rI>tion of rogistr"tion rocord cnrds by Asaud,nnt 
"'.'ondY Rogistrl>tion Ollicol1l in roapoct of tho rog"Ml>tion of 
:t'oll'e:,.,. or POl1lons who I>ro """blo to rOl><l ahl>ll "J'ply mulati. 
ld ... t1J1catl.. mlllandi.t to tho dolivory of colllplotod ulonLificl>tion 
.,.,..,. CIlrds to tho anid chull oC porsons."; 

(j) in rulo 15- ' 
(i) by doloting tho words "I>nd of hia idcntifiOl1tion CIlrd' 

OCCWTing in Bubrulo (1); 
(ii) by d.loting tho wordA "nnd oC nn idontifiClltion CAI'U" 

occurring in Bubrulo (2); 
(iii) by doloting tho wo,'ds "lUlU on hill idCAtifiClltion CIlrd" 

. occurring in aubrulo (4); 

(iv) by dolating tho word.. "I>nd tho idCA~ifiClltion CIlrd" 
occurring in Bubrulo (5); 

(k) in f'..llo 21 by insorti;,.g nCLor tho word. .. A.uiat.ant n."g;.~mtion 
Officor" the words "or uy othor o.uthoriAcd omcortl

;. . 

(I) in raio 23, by inso:-t!.o.g ~fto! tho worWi "aubruloa (1) nnll (2)" 
occurring "I. the CAd of aubl,ulo (3) tho worda "or until prints of hii 
photogr"ph hl>ve bOCJ1 I>ccoptcd in "ccordGnco with rulo 23 ..... ; 

(m) bymsorting nftorrulo 23 tho foUowUig-
"Cl«:um.. • 23 ... (1) Not.ltwitllatnnding I>nything cont...in<<l in 
It .. .,.. IA thoao Ruloa, I>n Asaiatnnt Rogist.rl>t.ion Olllcor or I>n 
which photo- h ' 
traphlo othor officil>l photogrl>p or mny ACCOpt ITom " porson who Itl>& 

. til .. '.mdal ·~pplind. for rcgistrl>tion or to hl>vo his registrl>tion 
. ...,.publc updAted or whoao id.cntiJiCllt.ioJl CArd is boiJIg lIubstitutod 

purllUl>nt to rulo 4D two rocant prints of his photogrl>ph 
'cortifind by A porson doaignnted by tho Commu..ioll nnd 
of I> lIiz. nnd typo BpocifiAd by tho Commission. 

(2) Prints of photogrl>phs I>coopted wldor auLrulo 
(1) shJ>1l b. lIubmittoCl to tho I>pprol'riAto Rogiatrl>tioll 
Ollicor I>B dirocted br tho CommiBsion nnd 011 rocoipt 
thoroof tho RogiatrntlOJi. Officor shJ>1I trl1llllwit tho anmo 
tc? the Commission."; ..... . 

(n) in rulo 24, by insorting nftor tho words "w boon obtuinod" 
occurring I>t tho CAd of lIubrulo (D) tho words "or until prints DC his 
photogIl>ph hn.v. boCA I>coopted in ,,~cordnnco with rulo 23 .... ; 

(0) inru1028- . 
(i) bysubstitutingforaubrulo (1) tbo iollowinS- . 

"(I) A Rogistr"t.ion Ollicor shJ>1I "rullgo tho origin.l. 
of tho rogistr~tion rooord CIlrds in I>lphnboticnl ordor 
I>ccording to fl>roily n=08 I>nd nddrcSSOB."; 

(iil' by doloting lIubruloll (2) nnd (3); 

, (P) in rulo 31 (3) by insorting iwmodi"toly l>l1.ur tho words "us tho 
""SO mny 1>0" tho words "I>nd Oil tho idontificat.ion CIlrd"; 
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, . 
(2) in rulo 45, by substituting for subrulo (.3) thoroof tho following­

" (3) If upon rocoipt of tho notlco undor subrulo (1), or of 
tho roport of Do chock =d issucd undor subrulo (2), tho 
Rogistrotion Officor is sotiBfird os to tho identity of tho 
porson And his chAngo of Il4mo, ho sl",l1 CAUSQ to bo ilIsuod to 
such porson 0 now identifiCAtion CArd bo .. ring tho now n.mo 
ond sholl oltor tho rogistrntiJn rocord cord of such porson 
o.ccordingly." ; 

(r) in rulo 47-
(i) in subrulo (1), by aubstituting for .. 11 tJ,O words in tho 

10Jrt. lino thoroof tho wort!s-"slU>1I roco=ond tho 
ilIsuo to tho porson or.. roplll.ccmrnt idcntifiCAtion ard."; 

(ii) in subrulo (3), by sub.titutin~ for tJ,O word "ilIsuo" 
occurring in tho fir.t lino thorcof tho words "rocommcnd 
tho issuo oC' t: 

(iii) in subrulo (4), by doloting .. 11 tho words occurring of tor 
tho words Urcplo.comlUt identifiCAtion C4rd" in the 
second li.ao thoroof; 

(iv) in subnilo (6), by subnituting for tho words OCCUrl:i.a;; 
in tho fiue ond .ocond lino. thorcof tho following-

"Whc" .. Rogistl· .. tion OJlicor rocommcnds 
tho i ... uo of a roplocoment identification ard, ho 
sholl roquost tJ,O Cl:iof E1oction Ollicor to ilIsuo 0 
roplocomont identiJicotion ""rd ond tho Chiof 
E1oction Ollicor m .. y-"; 

(v) by rovoking .ubrulo (7) nnd ruploeing it uy tho 
following-

.. (7) Whenovor .. Rogist",tion Ollicor rocom. 
mends tho issuo of .. ropl .. coment identifiCll.tion 
""rd, ho ah .. 11 m.lto or eauso to bo modo on cntry 
in tho ap:J.co a.lloC4tcd for romn.rks on tho o.pproprinto 
rogistrAtion rocord cord ahowi.o.g tho doto of hi. 
recommendAtion; nnd sholl trllDJlmit to tho Chiof 
ElocLioD. Officer, in cruoC!l whoro tho oriuinni idt'llti. 
ficotion CArd is roquired by thoso ltulo. to bo 
surr<.:J.ldorod, t.ho BUTl'Cnu.orcUjclcntifiC4tion card."; 

(vi) by in..ortillg of tor subrulo (7) tho folfowin"-
.. (7 ... ) On c.ccoptnnco of tho r~comml·ndJ.Lioll 
of A Rogi.trotion Ollieor under subrulo (7), tho 
~hiof. Ele:tion Offieor ahoJJ ilIsuo A reploeement 
Identlfieotlo" card ond sh.1l couso tho roqui.ito 
ent:ics to bo wado in dupJiCll.to of tho rolovont 
rOSlstrntlOJl rocord ea.rd. 10; 

(.) in rulo 55(2) bydolotinS poroS'"ph (b). 

M.do this 21st dAy o( November, IDSO. 

K. llOS\\'ELL INNISS 
Sccrclanj to Cahillc!. 

GOV.&.rui~~T PllL",'([JW, TruSJDA!!, TruN'lDAD .L"O TODAco-19BG 
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First Session Third Parliament Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago 

=====- .==== 

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Act. No. 25 of 1987 

[L.S.) 

AN Am: to amend the Representation of the People Act. 
Chap. 2: 01 

[Assented to 2Jrd Decembel', 1987] 

ENACTED by the Parliament of Trinidad and Tobago as E".,,,,,.·,,( 
follows:-

1. This Act may be cited as the Representation of 8M,( u.,," 

the People (Amendment) Act, 1987. 



320 

Chap. 2:01 
amoarlod 

" 

No. 25 Representation of the People (Amendment) " 1987 

2. The Representation of the People Act is amen~~d': 
• (a) in section 2(1) by inserting immedJatelY,' 

before the word "an" occur-ring in . line 
one of the definition of "election officer"·; 
the words "the Deputy Chief Electio,n: 
Officer'" ' .' , 

. I J -.-. , 

, (b) in section 3(4} by deleting the words"a.:.n 
, ..... ' . "ASsistant" occurring in line one. and sub.' 

.. 'stituting therefor the words "a Deputy,"; 
(el in sectionS(5)'.: 'by:;ueleting the'; word 

"Assistant" occurring in line two, and 
. 'sUbstituting therefor the:word "Deputy,"; 

(d) in section 64(1)(a) by ins e r tin g 
immediately' before the word "an'~ occur­
ring in ,line one. the words "the Deputy 

" . Chief Election Officer,"; , 
tel in section)5;m)byinSeIting immediately 

'before the' word', -"an" . occurring in line 
five, ·tli:e·wcrds "the Deputy Chief 
Election Officer,"; 

(tl in section, 157(2) by inserting immediately 
before the word "dn" occurring in, line 
one, the words "the Deputy Chief Election 
Officer....' ,.,-

Passed in the House of Representatives this 20th day 
of November. 1987. 

J. E. CARTER 
Clerk or the House 

Passed in the Senate this 1st day of December. 1987. 

N. COX 
Acting Clerk or the Senate 

GOVER."iMJ:NT PlUN'T'ER'i, TruNlDAD, TruNlD"-D .urn TODAGO-1987 
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L<.gal Suppkmenl PurIO-Vol. 27, No. 338-30110 Doumb<r, IOS3 

LEOA!. NOTICE No. 25G 

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND 'l'OUAGlJ 

'rUE UEI·1t~~t:N'fA·rlOtf 01" TJI~ 1'1';U)'I.l:' A(..7. Cu,u·. 2 :Ol 

RULES 

~to.DE BY TUE PnESIDENT UNDEIl S>:CTION lUI(l) or Til>: n>:I'''''''E''TnlO'' 

or TilE l'1:0I'L& ACT 

THE REGISTRATION (A~IENJ)~IE:-:'l') lWLES. IOS8 

1. Thesc Rules may Lc cited .1.S the RC'c;:i»Lrntiull (Amcnclmcut) ltuiCl'l, CluUon 
1988. 

GG7 

2. Tho Rcgbstra.tlon E~Jc!4 o.ro a.mcndod ill rulo a ... - RuiltrAUUII 
II I\ulu 

(a) by deleting the words H~nd 0.11 ox;~ti!lg icientification cnru:t Amended \" 
occurring in linC! ono and two of 6uLruJo (2) Lhcrcof; ~;"':'oli~O' 241 • 

(b) by Bubatitu~ins for tho worc!a "thirty dny." occurring in linD tbrcc 
of Bubrul. (3) thereof, tho words, "twenty.oilo tiny."; 

(c) by deleting tho definition or "exi.ting id, uWic.tion cunl" in 
Bubral. (5) thereor. 

3. Theso Rules arc deemed to hn.ve come iuto operati ,n 011 tho 2~lh day of COIOQu:no::. 
November, 1086. nlC'11C 

Mad. tills 20th dny of Decembor, 10S8. 

K. DOSWELL INNISS 
StcrcJClry to Cobillu 

PruNTED DY Tilt GOVtIU~Mt.NT PnJNTtRV, rORr·or·SrA.lN 

I\J:punLlc OF TruNiDAIl ""D TOUAco-1900 



562 Legal Supplement Part B-Vol. 30, No. 285-151 November, 1991 

C;:.ation 

Rule 38 . 
lU>lend~d _ 

Rule 3£1 
amended 

LECAL N<mCE No. 153 

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

THE REPRESENTATION OF TIlE PEOPLE ACT, CHAP. 2:01 

RULES 

MADE BY TIlE PRESIDENT UNDER SECTION 161 OF THE 

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPl.E ACT 

THE ELECTION (AMENDMENT) RULES, 1991 

1. These Rules Ir-ay be cited as the Election (Amendment) Rules, 
1991. 

2. Rule 38 of the Election Rules. (herein:liter referred to as "the 
Rules") is amended by revoking 5l\bmle (3) and replacing it as follO\';s: 

"(3) If the name of the elector is' included in the said list, 
the poll clerk shall enter on a poll card; the consecutive number 
of the person appearing in the list and ensure that there is 
correctly recorcied thereon the name, address and registration 
number of the person, the name of the electoral district., the 
number and address of the polling station and the date of the 
election." . 

3. Rule 39(1) of the Rules is amended by deleting all the words 
after the words "prospective voters" occurring in line three and 
substituting therefor the words "whose names appear on the re,",sed 
Jist of electors at the addresses stated thereon". 

Made this 31st day of October, 1991.. 

K. BOSWELL INNISS 
Secretary to Cabinet 
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LEGAL NonCE No. 154 

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEopu: ACT, CHAP. 2:01 

RULES 

MADE BY THE PRESIDENT UNDER SECTION 161 OF THE 

REPRESE.''TATION OF THE PEOPU: ACT 

THE PRESCRIBED FORMS (AMENDMENT) RULES, 1991 

563 

l. These Rules may be cited as the Prescribed Forms (Amendment) Ci:...ion 

Rules, 1991. 

2. The Prescribed Forms Rules are amended by revoking Form No. 52 "'em!be. 
. . Form Rwes 

a.nd replaC10g It as fGllows: amended 

NAMe 

l,ooni:SS 

POLLING 
SrATIQN NO, 

hcGI$rMTION NO. 

ELECTION CATE 

PARUAMEUT ,\RY 

" f\EI'neSENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 
PrOlcribod Form. Rulli 

POLUNG . 
STATION ADDRESS 

FomI No. 52 (EIKZion RtblD (4) I 

POLL CARD 

ELEC1'On.lt. QISTRICT 
MUNICIPAL TOBAGO HOUSE Of A.SSEMOLY 

SIGNAtURE on T~UloliPIUNT os: ELECTOR INITIAlS 0" CJf'CU N(), 01 H'''''''''noot on OU:L ... U,I1I:'O_II" .... ., 

"'lL PAESIOI"IO 1I.(C~O" Jl(OUIJl(D to ..... 111 

CLERK ()j:~lCiA 

" 5' S. 5' " " " .0 61 " 
REMA~KS; ..... (''''11\ .. '' ..... ·,'0 .. ",0 NO 0 onO(I:VI\I.,O" ... O( 

_£'Iutn rueTe'; ¥OT(O YES 0 ",,0 

Made this 31st day of October, 1991. 

K. BOSWELL INNI?S 
Secretary to Cobinet 

PRr!-."TED BY nm GOVER.NME.NT PJ:t.n..IERY. PORT·OF-oSPAI?i 

RBP<-.. UC OP TRlNIDAD AND TOBAGO-1991 

,I 
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REPu:BLIC OF TRDiIDll £-<1) TOBAGO 

Tm: RU!tESO--r",nO"- OF TlIE PEoPLE ACT, Cnll. ~ :01 

. RULES 

MADE DY nn: PREsm~T uo,"DER s .. enD,,- 161 OF TlIE REPRESo--r",no,.­
OF TlIE PEOPLE ACT 

THE PRESCRffiED FOR)IS (A3IE..,1);)IID<'"T) (NO. ~) R'GLES, 1991 

1. These Rules =y be cited as the Prescribed Forms (Amendment) (:io. 2) c:atio;': 
Rules, 1991. 

587 

2. Forms 37 and 38 of ~he Prescribed Forms Rules (hereinafter called uthe Forms :;: 
R--' ") d-~ . an. :l:J ...ues a.re a.men ~- . a.:.ne:1Ced. 

(a) by sub5titutin~ for a reference to "County COu.:J.c!l'~ a. reference to 
"the Tobago House of Assembly" ; 

(b) by deleting all the words after. the words "under the provisions 
relating the~eto" OCCll."'I'ing in lines si::t a.nd seven a.nd substitutmg 
therefor the words "of the :l1unicipal Corporations Act/the Tob.go 
HouseoL1ssembly Act·.". 

3. Form 41 of the Rules is amended bv deleting the qualificatioll at item 2 Fonn 41 
and substituting therefor the followinti: .. a.m~e4 

"I a.m qualified to be registered a.s an el~ctor for t!:e City 
of.. .................................. /the Borongh 0[.. ...................... /the 
Region of.. .................................. /., under section 13 of the 
Representatiion of the People Act.· J

• 

4. Form 4:) of the Rules is amended-
(a) by deleting item 2 and substituting therefor the folloni!l~: 

" 2. He is qualified to be registered as an elector for the 
City oL ............................ !the Borough of.. ................ / 
the Re~on of .................. ............ r, under sectio'n 13 of the 
Representation ofthe ;People Act."; .. 

(b) by deleting the words "or of a County Council" occurring in :tem 14. 

Form <12 
amended 

5. Forms 43 and 44 of the Rules :lore :Iomended by substituting for D. reference FOrms. oW 
to "County C-ouncil". a. reference to lithe Tobago House of .~sembl::". ~~de:d 

)Iad. this 18th day of Xovember, 1.991. 

K. BOSWELL IKi.'.'1SS 
Secretary to Cabinet 
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LEGAL NOTICE No. 115.· .. · 
. -,., :. , 

REPiJBLIC OF'M"IDAD Al-;l) TOBaGO 
.:' .,,', ".-, 1. .: .... 

TlI:E ~nON OF TBE PEOl'LE aer, CluP. 2:01 
" ... ' ... 

RULES 

MAnE: lIY'= PllEsmENT mmER SECTION 161 OF TBE 
.:. ..:: R:s:mltsENTA.TION 0]1 TBE PEoPLE: Aer 

THEELEci'ION (~l)~'T) RULES, 1992 

J. These Rules may be cited as the Election (Amendment) Rules, 199~. Cita""" 

2. The Election Rules are amended- Eled10n 
Rules 

(a) in role 40- ""'...., •• 
(i) in subrule (4)(0), by inJerting the ,.ords "together \\ith 

the polling sta.tion number" iI!l.!Il.ediately after the 
word u oame"; 

(ii) in subrule (5), by deleting the words "return to the 
Presiding Officer" occurri.r!g in line 3 and substit"J:ting 
the words "proceed to the Deputy Presiding Officer" 
and by deleting the words "Presiding Officer" occurring 
in line 5 and substituting the ,,"ords "De!,uty Presiding 
Officer" j 

(iii) in subrule (6), br deletin~ the words "Presiding Officer" 
wnere'\er they occur and substi.tuting the words 
"Deputy Presidi:tg Officer"; 

(iv) in subrule (8). by deleting the "'ords "the Presiding 
Officer shall not pennit him to insert his b"llot in the 
bOl: but shall" and substituting the ""ords "the Deputy 
Presiding Office~ shall not permit him to insert his 
ballot in the ballot bOl: but shall bring this refusal to 
the a.~..e.ntion of the Presidin£ Officer, 'Who shall"; 

(,) in subrule (14), by deleting the ,,"ords "Presiding Officer" 
and substituting the words "Deputr Presiding Officer"; 

(vi) by revoking subrule (15) and substituting the follo,..;ng: 
.. (15) Where upon ez:amilling the ballot, the 
Deputy Presiding Officer is of the opinion that 
there is some foreign matter folded therein, he 
shall so inform the elector and shall not permit 
the elector to insert the b:lllat. in the, ballot bo", 
but shall bring the matter to the attention of the 
Presiding Officer."; 

(b) in rule 6~(1) by deleting the ,,"ords "the third d"r afte~"; 

(e) by deleting rule 7~ and su bstituting the follo,,"in~: 
"!>ealIlivery of i~. (1) All en't'"elopes addressed to special electors 
b at papers 
!l;~ti~ shall be cOWlted and forth'tri\ih deli't'"ered by the 
~: ~~ of Retu.--:tin; Officer to vue Office of tile Chief Electio:l 
6~i Officer and the Chie: Election Office!" shall cause to 
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be stamped with the Commission's dB.te stamp a' form 
of receipt to be presented by the Retnrning Officer 
stating the number of envelopes' so delivered., ',,', 

, (2) Immediately upon receipt, of the envelopes 
referred to in subrule (I),: the Chief Election Officer 
shall arrange for them to be sorted and forwa.rded to 
the Registration Office to which the address on each 
envelope reI .. tes, s.nd shall inform. the speciaJ electors 
by notice published iIi the ~ and in .. t least one 
ds.ily neWBp"per circuls.ting in Trinidad a.nd Tobs.go 
of the location of the offices where they ms.y collect 
their envelopes.". 

Made this 24th ds.y of July, 1992, 

C, SOOKRAM 
.6..:!ing Secretary to CabiMJ 



Leqal Supp/nMnl Pan B-Voz. 31. No. 207-271" July. 1992 

LEGAL NOTICE No. 116 

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

THE RI!:PIIESl<lttATION Olr = PEoPLE ACT. CRAP. 2:01 

RULES 

MADE BY mE PBESIDENT UNDEB SECTION 161 OF TXE RI!:PIIESE"'''ATION 
OF = PEoPLE ACT 

THE PRESCRIBED FORMS (AOIEND~"T) RULES. 1992 

1. These Rules may be cited as the Prescribed Forms (Amendment) eltoti ... 

Rules. 1992. 
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2. The Prescribed Forms Rules are amended by revoking Form No. 64 ~=l:"J .. 
and replacing it as follows: ame.de<! 

"FolUt No. 64 

[EI.otio" Rule 53«)] 

ELECTIOK TO THE ROUSE OF REPRESESTATIVESll'[U"'J:CIPAL 
CORPORATIONrrOBAGO ROUSE OF ASSEllBLY' 

EleCtOral District oc. ... ....... _, _, ................................ . 

Consecutive 
Number 

LIST OF SPECLU, ELECTORS 

Name of 
Elector (in 

aJ'Phabeticnl 
older with 
surname 

first) 

Address of 
El&etor in 

Unit 
Register 

File Number 
or 

Ret;isuation 
~umber 

Polli::.s 
Dh~on 
Xumber 

Address of 
Registmtion 

Office to 
which btJlot 
is to be seat 

...................................................... 

••••••••••••.•.•....••.•.• •.••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••..• •••• · •••••••••• 1 •••••••••• ······ 
i •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• j" ••.••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• - •••••••••••••••••• 

I . 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·r:···:::··:·:::r::::::::::·:::·::::::·:·::::::::::::·:·:·::::·: 
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1. ........... ,- ........... _ ... _ ................................. -............... ~ .. ~.~ .. : .. ~:.:. :::':~~: .~ .. ~:: ~::'.~': 

Returning Officer for the electoral district of •••....••..••••••.••..•••.•••......•.•••...•.••....•....•••• 
certify that the above ia· a true copy of the list of ~ electors for tha aaid electoral district. .. .. " .. " ".. .. .... '" .. ...... .. .. ' - .... 

Dated thlo ............ day of.. ............. ; ....... : .............. 19 ..... . 

-.Delete ifinapplieabl0. 

Dated this 24th day 0; July. 1992. 

...................................................... 
Rduming Oifiur' Jor tJw 

Ekctcrol Di8,rict oj 

c. SOOKRaM 
..!cling Secreta'71 to Cabinet 

PRmn:o BY THE GOVER.. ... "ME:-.L' PRI:\nRY. PORT-OF.$PAIX 

REPUBLIC aT TRP..."lDAD A."ID TOBAGo--1992 
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LEGAL NOTICE No. 131 

REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

THE REPRESENTATION OF 'THE' PEOPLE ACT, CRAp. 2: 01 

RULES 

MADE BY THE PRESIDENT UNDER SECTION 161 OF THE REPRESE~"TATIOS 
OF THE PEOPLE ACT 

- -
THE ELECTION (AMENDl'vIENT) (NO.2) RULES, 1992 

1. These Rules may be cited as the Election (Amendment) (No.2) 
Rules, 1992. 

2. The Election Rules are amended in rule 6(1) by deleting the 
word "eleventh" occurring in line -one and substituting the word 
"seventhJl

• 

Made this 2nd day of September, 1992. 

C. SOOKRAM 
Acting Secretary to Cabinet 

PRINTED nY THe GOVEr:.NMCXT I·P.IXTEr.\', POr.T·OF-Sr'\l~: 

REpUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGo-l~92 
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Immigralion 

PART I 

ADMISSION OF PERSONS INTO 
TRINIDAD AND TODAGO 

Immi;"nu. 3. Except as permitted under this Act, no person may be 

Entiticmclll 10 
admission 10 
Trinid&d and 
Toba&o. 

Persons who 
arc rc.s.idc.tlts of 
Trinidad and 
Tobago. . 
[7 ol1974 
l.o/ 1978J. 

admitted into Trinidad and Tobago as an immigrant or being 
,within Trinidad and Tobago remain therein as an immigrant. 

Entitlement of citizens and residenlS 10 come 
into Trinidad and Tobago 

4. (1) A citizen of Trinidad and Tobago has the right to be 
admitted into Trinidad and Tobago. 

(2) A resident who is not a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago, 
so long as he continues to be a resident, has the right to be 
admitted into Trinidad and Tobago. 

5. (1) The following persons not being citizens of Trinidad 
and Tobago are residents of Trinidad and Tobago: 

(a) a person who was entitled under the former Con­
stitution to be registered as a citizen; 

(b) a person to whom permission has been granted by 
the Minister under section 6 to become a resident; 

(c) a person other than a person described in paragraph 
(a) or (b) who immediately before the commence­
ment of this Act (that is, 1st July 1976) was deemed 
to be a person belonging to Trinidad and Tobago by 
virtue of section 2(2) of the former Ordinance; 

(d) a person who applies for and is granted permission 
to become a resident under section 50(1); 

(e) the child of a person who is a citizen of Trinidad and 
Tobago who by virtue of this section is a resident 
provided that liuch child is a minor or is dependent 
on and living with his parents; 
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(f) such other persons on whom the Minister may con-
fer the status of a resident. . 

(2) For the purposes ofsubsection (l)(b) and (d), no.pcriod 
shall be counted towards the acquisition of residcnt status during 
which a person-

(a) is confined in or is an inmate of any prison or hospi-
. tal for mental diseases; 
(b) remains in Trinidad and Tobago after the making of 

a deportation order against him and prior to the 
execution of such order or his voluntarily leaving 
Trinidad and Tobago, unless an appeal against such 
order is allowed; or 

(e) is in Trinidad Dnd Tobago under a permit. 

(3) For the purPoses of subsection (1)(1) the Minister may, 
in his discreti.on, confer the status of a resident on any person he 
con~iders fit. 

6 •. (1) Subject to this Act and the regulations, persons who P,no,: who 

come within the following claSses may on application in the pre- i::'''. ID 

scribed form, be granted permission by the Minister if he thinks "."'":~. 
fi b 'd th· 17.11." t, to ecome resl ents, at IS to say- 24.1 "78). 

(a) a permitted entrant who: 

(i) by reason of his education, occupational 
qualifications, personal history, employment 
record,. training, skills or other special 
qualifications has established or is likely to be 
able to establish himself successfully in 
Trinidad and Tobago in a profession, trade, 
self-operating business or agricultural enter­
prise and who has sufficient means of support 
to maintain himself Dnd his immediate family 
in Trinidad and Tobago; and 

(ii) has been continuously resident in Trinidad 
and Tobago for five years or such shorter 
period (not being less than twelve months) as 
the Minister may in the special circumstances 
of any particular case accept; 

(b) a person who is the parent or grandparent of either a 
- citizen or resident of Trinidad and Tobago, residing 

in Trinidad and Tobago, if such citizen or resident is 
willing and able to provide care and maintenance for 
that person; 



Lou :)r rcNdcnt 
lt3tUS. 
~2" of 1978). 
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(c) the spouse of a citizen or resident of Trinidad and 
Tobago; and 

(d) a person who has ceased to be a citizen of Trinidad 
and Tobago by reason of his voluntary acquisition of 
citizenship of another country. 

(2) In determining the suitability of an applicant for the 
grant of resident status under this section, the Minister shall be 
satisfied, inler alia, that the applicant-

(a) had entered the country legally; . 
(b) is not in a prohibited class; and 
(e) is of good character as evidenced by a police 

. certificate of good character. 

7. (1) Subject to subsection (6), resident status is lost by a 
person-

(a) who voluntarily resides outside-Trinidad and Tobago 
for a continuous period of one year, unless he 
obtains from the Minister a certificate in the pre­
scribed form exempting him from the provisions of 
this paragraph; or 

(b) who was entitled under the former Constitution to 
be registered as a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago, if 
he has resided outside Trinidad and Tobago for a 
continuous period of two years immediately preced­
ing the commencement of this Act, unless within a 
period of six months from that date he obtains from 
the Minister a certificate in the prescribed form 
exempting him from the provisions of this para­
graph. 

(2) Where the Minister is satisfied that a person has been­
(a) engaged in activities detrimental to the security of 

Trinidad and Tobago; or 
(b) an habitual criminal, 

that person shall be deemed to have lost the status of resident at 
the commencement of his engagement in such activities or at the 
time of his becoming an habitual criminal. 

. (3) For the purposes of subsection (2)(b) an habitual crimi­
nal is a person who-

(a) is not less than thirty years of age; 
(b) has been convicted of an indictable offence punish­

able with imprisonment for two years or more and 
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has been convicted on at least three previous occa­
sions since ~he age of seventeen years of offences 
similarly punishable; lind ..' 

(c) was on at least two of these occasions sentenced to 
imprisonment, or has at least on one occasion been 
sentenced to be detained at the Youth Training 
Centre or any other similar Institution. 

(4) The Minister, where he has reasonable grounds for sus­
pecting that a resident-

(a) has given false or misleading information in his 
application for residence; or 

(b) is a person referred to in section 8(1)(e), (f), (k), (I), 
(m), (0) or (q), 

may issue a written declaration under his 'hand stating that the 
resident has lost his resident status from the date specified in the 
declaration, and the Minister. may make a deportation order 
against that person. 

(5) Any period during which a permitted entrant is in 
Trinidad and Tobago that is less than the period required for the 
acquisition of resident status under section 6(1)(a) (ii) that might 
otherwise be counted by a person towards the acquisition of such 
status in accordance with regulations made under this Act is lost 
upon the making of a deportation order against him, unless an 
appeal against such order is allowed;-"'" .. .. . 

. . ",.', ," " ._'It,;),,·,. 

(6) In no case shall residence out of Trinidad and Tobago 
for the purpose of serving in the public service or diplomatic or 
other service of Trinidad and Tobago, cause loss of resident 
status. 

Prohibited Classes 

8. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), entry into 
Trinidad and Tobago of the persons described in this subsection, 
other than citizens and, subject to section 7(2), residents, is pro­
hibit~d, .namely-

. (a) persons who are idiots, imbeciles, feeble-minded 
persons, persons suffering from dementia and insane 
persons, and who are likely to be a charge on public 
funds; 

(b) persons afflicted with any infectious or dangerous 
infectious disease; 

ProhibilcLl 
cia"".:" 
{7 u' Ill'''). 
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(e) persons who are dumb, blind or otherwise physically 
defective, or physically handicapped, which might 
endanger their ability to earn a livelihood, or render 
them likely to become charges on public funds; 

(d) persons who have been convicted of or admit having 
committed aoy crime, which if committed in 
Trinidad and Tobago would be 'punishable with 
imprisonment for one or more years; 

(e) prostitutes, homosexuals or persons living on the 
earnings of prostitutes or homosexuals, or persons 

. reasonably suspected as coming to Trinidad and 
Tobago for these or any other immoral purposes; 

(f) persons who are reasonably suspected of attempting 
to bring into Trinidad and Tobago or of procuring 

'. prostitutes or other persons for the purpose of pros­
titution or homosexual or other immoral purposes; 

(g) habitual beggars or vagrants; 
(h) persons who arc likely to become charges on public 

funds; 
(i) persons who are chronic alcoholics; . 
(j) persons who are addicted to the use of any drug; 
(k) persons who are engaged or· at any time have been 

engaged or are suspected on reasonable grounds of 
being likely to engage in any unlawful giving, using, 
inducing other persons to use, distributing, selling. 
offering or exposing for sale, buying. trading or 
trafficking in any drug; 

(/) persons who are or have been at any time before or 
after the commencement of this Act advocates of the 
overthrow by force or violence of the established 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago or any other 
country, or of all forms of law, or who advocate the 
abolition of organised government, or who advocate 
the assassination of public officials or who advocate 
or teach the unlawful destruction of property or who 
are or have been members of or a[filiated to any 
organisation which entertains and preaches any of 
the doctrines and practices specified in this para­
graph; 

(m)persons concerning whom there are reasonable 
grounds for believing they are likcly to engage in 
espionage, sabotage or any other subversive activity 
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of any kind directed against Trinidad and Tobago or 
detrimental to the security of Trinidad and Tobago; 

(n) persons, not included in any other prohibited class, 
who arc certified by a medical officer as being men­
tally or physically abnormal to such a degree as to 
impair seriously their ability to eam a living; 

(0) persons who have been, reasonably suspected of 
engaging in treasonable activities against Trinidad 
and Tobago or of assisting enemies in time of war; 

(p) persons who cannot or do not fulfil or comply with 
any of the conditions or requirements of this Act or 
the regulations or any orders lawfully made or given 
under this Act or the regulations; 

(q) any person who from information or advic: which in 
th:; opinion of the Minister is reliable information or 
advice is likely to be an undesirable inhabitant of, or 
visitor to :rrinidad and Tobago. 

'(2) The Minister may authorise in writing under his hand or 
under the hand of a person designated by him, entry into Trinidad 
and Tobago of persons passing through Trinidad and Tobago 
under guard to another country. 

(3) In this section-
"drug" means any substance included in the Schedule to the Nar­

cotics Control Ordinance, or anything that contains any sub­
stance included in that Schedule, and includes any hal­
lucinogenic drug or any drug producing hallucinations if mis­
used; 

"infectious diseases" and "dangerous infectious diseases" have 
the meanings respectively assigned to them by section 2 of 
the Public Health Ordinance. 

Permilled EntranlS 

9. (1) An immigration officer may allow to enter Trinidad and 
Tobago on such conditions and for such periods as may be fit and 
proper in any particular case, the following persons or classes of 
persons, as the case may be: 

(a) persons who are diplomatic or consular officers or 
representatives or officials duly accredited, of any 
country, or of the United Nations or any of its agclI-. 
cies or of any inter-governmental organisation in 
which Trinidad and Tobago participates, coming to 
Trinidad and Tobago to carry out their official duties 

27ot1961. 

Ch. 12. No.4. 
(19$0 E.l.). 

Pcnniucd 
cntunl1. 
(24 0(1978). 
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or passing through intransit, or members of the 
suites of families of such persons; 

(b) members of any naval, army or air forces who corne 
to Trinidad and Tobago for training or otherwise in 
connection with the defence and security interests of 
Trinidad and Tobago, or under the provisions of any 
treaty or agreement between Trinidad and Tobago 
and another country and whose entry into Trinidad 
and Tobago is approved by the Minister, together 
with such members of their f1,lmilies or suites as may 
be approved; 

(c) tourists or visitors; 
(d) persons passing through Trinidad and Tobago to 

another country; 
(e) clergymen, priests or members of a religious order 

entering Trinidad and Tobago or who, having 
entered, are in Trinidad and Tobago in connection 
with the carrying out of their religious duties in 
accordance with regulations made in that behalf; 

(fJ students entering Trinidad and Tobago for the pur­
pose of attending, and who having entered Trinidad 
and Tobago are in actual attendance at, a university 
or college authorised by statute or charter to confer 
degrees; 

(g) persons who have been accepted as students· by an 
educational or training establishment recognised by 

. the Permanent Secretary to the Minister, or the 
Chief Immigration Officer, and who, after entering 
Trinidad and Tobago are in actual attendance at 
such educational or training establishment; 

(h) members of crews entering Trinidad and Tobago or 
who, having entered arc in Trinidad and Tobago for 
shore leave or some other legitimate and temporary 
purpose; and 

(i) persons entering Trinidad and -Tobago for the pur­
pose of engaging in a legitimate profession, trade or 
occupation. 

(2) Subject to this Act, an immigration officer shall issue to 
a person who has been allowed to enter Trinidad and Tobago 
under subsection (1) (other'than a person mentioned in para, 
graph (0) or (b) thereof), a certificate which shaU be expressed to 
be in force for a specified period and subject to such terms and 
conditions as may be mentioned therein. 
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(3) Every person who has a certificate under subsection (2) 

to enter Trinidad and· Tobago and who wishes to remain for a 
longer period than that previously granted or to have the condi­
tions attaching to his entry varied, shall, notwithstanding that he 
is already in Trinidad and Tobago, submit to an examination· 
under the provisions of this Act; and the immigration officer may 
extend or limit the period of his stay, vary the conditions attach­
ing to his entry, or otherwise deal with him as if he were a person 
seeking entry into Trinidad and Tobago for the first time. 

': . 

(4) Where a permitted entrant is in the opinion of the 
Minister a person <;Iescribed in section 8(1) (k), (I), (m) or (n), or 
a person who- . 

(a) practices, assists in the pra;;ti;;e of or shares in the 
avails of prostitution or hoinosexualism; 

(b) has be:n convicted of an offence and sentenced to a 
term of imprisonment for one or more years; 

(e) has become lin inmate of any prison or reformatory; 
(d) was a member of a prohibited class at the time of his 

admission to Trinidad and Tobago; 
(e) has, 'since his admission to Trinidad and Tobago, 

become a person who would, if he were applying for 
admission' to Trinidad and Tobago, be refused 
admission by reason of his being a member of a pro­
hibited . class· other than the prohibited classes 
described in section 8(1) (a), (b) .. (c) and (P); 

(f) was admitted or deemed to have becn admitted to 
Trinidad. and 'Tobago' under subsection (1) and 
remains therein after the expiration of the certificate 
issued to him under subsection (2) or under section 
50 (2); 

(g) has escaped from lawful custody or detention under 
this Act; 

(h) came into Trinidad lind Tobago or remains therein 
with a false or improperly issued passport, visa or 
other document pertaining to his admission or by 
reason of any false or misleading information, force, 
stealth or fraudulent or improper means, whether 
exercised by himself or by any other person; 

(i) returns to or remains in Trinidad and Tobago con­
trary to the provisions of this Act after a deporta tion 
order has been made against him or otherwise; 



l:os.ue of 
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(j) came into Trinidad and Tobago as a member of a 
crew and. without the approval of an immigration 
officer or beyond the period approved by such 
officer. remains in Trinidad -and Tobago after the 
departure of the vessel on which he came into 
Trinidad and Tobago; 

(k) has. since he came into Trinidad and Tobago broken 
any of the terms and conditions of the certificate 
issued to him under subsection (2); 

the Minister may at any time declare that such person has ceased 
to be a permitted entrant and such person shall thereupon cease 
to be a permitted entrant 

(5) The Minister may make a deportation order against any 
person referred to in subsection (4) or section 50 (5). subject (as 
regards a person referred to in section 50 (5» to the provisions of 
section 31 (3). and such person shall have no right of appeal and 
shall be deported as soon as possi ble .. ' 

Enlry under Permil 

10. (1) The Minister may issue a written permit authorising 
any person to enter Trinidad and Tobago or, being in Trinidad 
and Tobago, to remain therein. . 

(2) A permit shall be expressed to be in force for a specified 
period not exceeding twelve months, and during the time that it is 
in force such permit stays the execution of any deportation order 
that may have been made against the person concerned. 

. (3) Subject to subsection (4) and without prejudice to the 
generality of his powers under this section, the Minister may issue 
a permit to the following persons to.enter Trinidad and Tobago or 
being in Trinidad and Tobago to remain therein. that is to say: 

(a) persons such as are described in section 8 (l)(a) or 
(b) if satisfied that such persons are-
(i) unlikely to become charges on public funds; 

or 
(ii) members of a family in Trinidad and Tobago and 

the family of such persons have given satisfactory 
security against their becoming charges on public 
funds, 

and that, ~xcept in the case of persons described in 
section 8(1) (a) in respect of whom as is mentioned 
in paragraph (ii) satisfactory security is givcn, the 



LAWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

Immigration 

Minister responsible Cor Health has agreed ~o their 
treatment and care at any health resort, hospital, 
sanatorium, asylum or other place or institution in 
Trinidad and Tobago. > 

(b) persons such as are described in section 8(1) (i) if 
satisfied that such persons have ceased to be mem­
bers of or associated with such organisations, groups 
or bodies and that the entry of such persons would 
not be detrimental to the security of Trinidad and 
Tobago. 

(4) The Minister may attach to the entry or remaining in 
Trinidad and Tobago of such persons such terms and conditions 
as he may think fit, and if any person to whom a permit has been 
granted under subsection (3), contravenes any such term or con­
dition, the Minister may cancel such permit. 

(5) The Minister may, at any time in writing, extend, vary 
Or cancel a permit. 

(6) The Minister may, upon the cancellation or expiration 
of a permit, make a deportation order respecting the person con­
cerned and such person shall have no right of appeal from the 
deportation order and shall be deported as soon as practicable. 

11. Nothing in this Part shall be construed as conferring any 
right to be or to remain in Trinidad and Tobago on any person 
who---

(a) either before or after the commencement of this Act 
has come into Trinidad and Tobago otherwise than 
in accordance with the former Ordinance or this Act, 
as the case may be; or 

(b) is at the commencement of this Act a prohibited 
immigrant within> the meaning of the former Ordi-
nance, 

and the Minister may make a deportation order against such 
person and such person shall have no right of appeal therefrom 
and shall be deported as soon as possible. 

Unlawfw 
entrants and 
proh;ibi'ed 
unml~anLl. 
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The Constitution 

CHAPTER 1 

CITIZENSHIP 

IS •. Any person who became a citizen by birth under section 9( I) 
or a cItIzen by descent under section 9(2) of the former Constitu­
tion. and who has not ceased to be a citizen under that Constitu­
tion, shall continue to be a· citizen under this Constitution. 

16. Any person who became a citizen ofTrinidad and Tobago by 
virtue of registration under the former Constitution or by vinue of 
an acquisition of citizenship under Part II of the Trinidad and 
Tobago Citizenship Act. and who has not ceased to be a citizen 
under any law in force in Trinidad and Tobago. shall continue to be 
a citizen under this Constitution. 

17. (I) Subject to subsection (2), every person born:n Trinidad 
and Tobago after the commencement of this Constitution shall 
become a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago at the date of his birth. 

(2) A person shall not become a citizen of Trinidad and 
Tobago by virtue of subsection (I). if at the time of his birtt>-

(0) neither of his parents is a citizen of Trinidad and 
Tobago and either of them possesses such immunity 
from suit and legal process as is accorded to an envoy 
of a foreign sovereign power accredited to Trinidad 
and Tobago; or . 

(b) either of his parents is an enemy alien and the birth 
occurred in a place then under occupation by the 
enemy. 

(3) A person born outside Trinidad and Tobago after the 
commencement of this Constitution shall become a citizen of 
Trinidad and Tobago at the date of his birth if at that date either of 
his parents is, or was, but for his parent's death, a citizen of 
Trinidad and Tobago otherwise than by descent, so however that, 
in the case of a person employed in service under the Government 
or under an authority of the Government that requires him to 
reside outside Trinidad and Tobago for lhe proper disCharge of his 
functions. this subsection shall be read as if the words "otherwise 
than by descent" were deleted. 

(4) Any person who became a citizen by birth under seclion 
12(1) or a citizen by descent under section 11(1) of the former 
Constitution. and who has Dot ceased to be a citizen under that 
Constitution. shall conlinue to be a citizen under this Constitution. 

(5) A person born outside Trinidad and Tobago after the 
30th August 1961 whose mother was a citizen of Trinidad and 
Tobago otherwise than by descent at the dale of his birth but who 
did not become a citizen at that date shall be d'!emed to have 
become a citizen at that date and shall continue to be a citizen of 
Trinidad and Tobago under this Constitution. 
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18. (1) Every person who under this Constitution or any Act of 
Parliament is a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago or. under any law 
for the time being in force in any country to which this section 
applies. is a citizen of that country shall. by virtue of that citizen­
ship. have the status of a Commonwealth citizen. 

(2) Every person who is a British subject without citizenship 
underthe British Nationality Act 1948 of the United Kingdom or W'1."Q<O. 
who continues to be a British subject under section 2 of that Act or ' 
who is a British subject under the British Nationality Act 1965 of '96' " •. 
the United Kingdom shall. by virtue of that status. have the status 
of a Commonwealth citizen. 

(3) The countries to which this section applies are Australia. 
the Bahamas. Bangladesh. Barbados. Botswana. Canada. Cyprus. 
Fiji. The- Gambia. Ghana. Grenada. Guyana. India. Jamaica. 
Kenya. Lesotho. Malawi. Malaysia. Malta. Mauritius. Nauru. New 
Zealand. Nigeria. Sierra Leone. Singapore. Sri Lanka. Swaziland. 
Tanzania. Tonga. Uganda. United Kingdom and Colonies. West· 
ern Samoa and Zambia. . . 

°(4) The President may from time to time. by Order subject 
to affirmative resolution of the Senate and the House of Represen­
tatives amend subsection (3) by adding any Commonwealth coun· 
try thereto or by deleting any Commonwealth country therefrom. 

19. (1) A Comm~~wealth citizen who.is not a citizen of-r:rinidad ~aribin;jI~I~f 
and Tobago. or a ClUzen of the Repubhc of Ireland who IS not a co~~",~", 
citizen of Trinidad and Tobago. shall not be gUilty of any offence """".. 
against any law in force in Trinidad and Tobago by reason of 
anything done or omitted in any part of the Commonwealth other 
than Trinidad and Tobago or in the Republic of Ireland or in any 
foreign country unless-

(a) the act or omission would be an offence if he were an 
alien; and 

(b) in the case of an act or omission in any part of the 
Commonwealth or in the Republic of Ireland. it 
would be an offence if the country in which the act 
was done or the omission made were a foreign 
counlry. 

(2) In this section "foreign country" means a country (01 her 
than the Republic of Ireland) that is not part of the Common· 
weajth. ' 

20. Parliament may make provisions relating to citizenship 
including provision-

(a) for the acquisilion of citizenship of Trinidaa and 

• An Order under this sub1oCction is propo1oCd (or the purpo!.C o( updating sub1oCCtion (3) 
but had not yet been made al the Revision Date. 
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'''' Tobago' by persons who are not or do not become 
':, citizens of Trinidad and Tobago by virtue of the pro­

visions 'of this Chapter; 
(b) for depriving of his citizenship of Trinidad and 

I; Tobago any citizen of Trinidad and Tobago but only 
on the acquisition of citizenship of some other coun­

, try in the case of a citizen 0)' oirth or descent; or 

(c) for the renunciation by any person of his citizemhip 
of Trinidad and l' obago. 

21. (I) In this Chapter-
"alien" means a person who is not a Commonwealth citizen, a 

British'protected person or a citizen of the Republic of 
'Ireland; , 

"Briiish protected person" means'a person who is' a British pro­
, tected person for the purposes of the British Nationality Act 

1948 of the U ni ted Kingdom; 
"citizen by ,birth" means a persol}-

(a) who is a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago under section 
, 17(1); or 

(b) who became a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago under 
"""'" .," section 9(1) or 12(I).of the former Constitution; 

"citizen by,descent" means a persol}-
(a) who is a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago under section 

,; 17(3) or any enactment; or: 
(b) who became a citizen of Trinidad and Tobago under 

; section 9(2) or 12(2) of the former Constitution. 

(2) For the purposes of this Chapter. a person born outside 
Tririidad and Tobago aboard a registered ship or aircraft. or 
aboard an unregistered ship or aircraft of the government of any 
country. shall be deemed to have been born in the place in which 
the ship or aircraft has been registered or. as the case may be. in 
that country. 
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PART III 

Sum mOiling, Prorogatioll and Dissolution 

67. (1) Each session of Parliament shall be held at such place 
within Trinidad and Tobago and shall commence at such time as 
the President may by Proclamation appoint. 

(2) There ,shall be a session of each House once at least in 
every year, so that a period of six months shall not intervene 
between the last silling of Parliament in one session and the fim 
silling thereof in the next session. 

68. (1) The President, acting in accordance with the advice of 
the Prime Minister, maya: any time prorogue or dissolve 
Parliamen!. 

(2) Subject to subsection (3), Parliament, unless sooner dis· 
solved. shall continue for five yea,s from the date of its first silling 
after any dissolution, and shall then stand dissolved. 

(3) At any time when Trinidad and Tobago is at war, Parlia­
ment may extend the period of five years specified in subsection 
(2) for not more than twelve months at a time; so however that the 
life of Parliament shall not be extended under this subsection for 
more than five years. 

(4) Where, between a dissolution of Parliament and the next 
ensuing general election of members to the House of Represen­
tatives, an emergency arises of such a nature that in the opinion of 
the Prime Minister it is necessary for the two Houscs to be sum­
moned before that general election can be held, the President, 
acting in accordance with the advice of the Prime Minister, may 
summon the two Houses of the preceding Parliament but the 
election of members of the House of Representatives shall proceed 
and the Parliament that has been summoned shall, if not sooner 
dissolved. again stand dissolved on the day on which the general 
election is held, 

P'forOl,tian ,I'd 
dWoluuanal 
Parliament. 

69. (I) A general election of members of the Hous~. of Rep- ?~:~,"d 
resentatives shall be held at such time within three months after .,poioun,,,01 

every dissolution of Parliament as the President, acting in aeeore IT;~~ol~7!J. 
denc<_ with the advice of the Prime Minister, shall appoint. 

(2) As soon as practicable after every general election, the 
President shall proceed under section 40 to the appointment of 
Senators. 

(3) Where a vacancy occurs in the House of Representatives 
within the first four years of the life of the Parliament a bye. 
election shall be held to fill such vacancy not later than ninety days 
from the date of the announcement by the Speaker of the vacancy. 
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PART IV 

Elections and Boundaries Commission 

70. (1) Trinidad and Tobago shall be divided into thirty. six 
constituencies or such other number as may be provided for by an 
Order made by the Presidi:iuiri'accordance with the provisions of 
this Part and each such constituency shall return one member to 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) Not less than two such constituencies shall be in the 
Island of Tobago. 

71. (1) There shall be an Elections and Boundaries Commission 
for Trinidad and Tobago (in this Part referred to as "the Commis­
sion"). 

(2) The members of the Co'mmission shall be a Chairman 
and not less than two nor more than four other members. 

(3) The Chairman 'and other members of the Commission 
shall be appointed by the President, after consultation with the 
Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition. 

(4) A person shall not be qualified to hold office 3S a 
member of the Commission who is a Minister, a Parliamentary 
Secretar)" a member of the House of Representatives, a Senator, a 
temporary member of the Senate, or a public officer. 

(5) Subject to the provisions of this section, a member of the 
Commission shall vacate his office- . 

(a) at the expiration of five years from the date of hIS 
appointment, but is eligible for re-appointment; or 

(b) where any circumstances arise that, if he were not a 
member of the Commission, would cause him to be 
disqualified for appointment as such. 

(6) Thre.e members of the Commission shall constitute a 
quorum: 

(7) Where there is a quorum. the Commission shall not be 
disqualified for the transaction of business by reason of any vac­
ancy among its members. and any proceeding of the Commission 
shall be valid even though some person who was not entitled to do 
so took part therein. 

(8) The Commission Ol~y regulate its own prucedure. 

(9) The Commission shall be provided with a staff adequate 
for the efficient discharge of its functiuns. 

(10) The sabries and allowances of the staff of the Commis­
sion shall be a charge on the Consolidated Fund. 

(11) The registration of voters and the conduct of elections in 

CoratilucnaH. 
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every constituency shall be subject to the direction and supervision 
of the Commission. 

(12) In the exercise of its functions under this section the 
Commission shall not be subject to the direction or control of any 
other person or authority. 

72. (I) The Commission shall. in accordance with the provisions 
of this section. review the number and boundaries of the con­
stituencies into which Trinidad and Tobago is divided and submit 
to the Prime Minister and the Speaker for presentation to the 
House of Representatives in accordance with this section reports 
either-

(a) showing the constituencies into which it recommends· 
that Trinidad and Tobago shOuld be divided in order 
to give effect to the rules set out in the Second 
Schedule; or 

(b) stating that. in tlie opinion of the Commission. no 
alteration is required to the existing number or boun­
daries of constituencies in order to give effect to the 
said rules. 

(2) Reports unuer subsection (I) shall be submitted by the 
Commission not less than two nor more than five vears from the 
date of the submission of its last report. . 

(3) As soon as may be after the Commission has submitted a 
report under subsection (I)(a) the Minister designated by the 
Prime Minister for this purpose (in this section called "the Minis­
ter") shall lay before the House of Representatives for its approval 
the draft of an Order by the President for giving effect. whether 
with or without modifications. to the recommendations contained 
in the report. and that draft may make provision for any matters 
which appear to the Minister to be incidental to or consequential 
upon the 9ther provisions of the draft. 

(4) Where any draft made under this section gives effect to 
any such recommendations with modifications. the Minister shall 
lay before the House of Representatives together with the draft a 
statement of the reasons for the modifications. 

(5) Where th~ motion for the approval of any draft made 
under this section is rejected by the House of Representatives. or is 
withdrawn by leave of that House. the Minister shall amend the 
draft and lay the amended draft before the House of Represen­
tatives. 

Proa:durc (01 
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(6) Where any draft made under this section is approved by 
resolution of the House of .Representatives. the Minister shall 
submit it to the President who shall make the Order in terms of the 
draft; and that Order shall come into force on such day as may be 
specified therein and. unlil revoked by a further Order made by the 
President in accordance with the provisions of this section. shall 
have the force of law. 

(7) The question of the validity of any Order by the Presi­
dent purporting to be made under this section and reciting that a 
draft thereof has been approved by resolution of the House of 
Representatives shall not be enquired into in any court. 

PARTV 

System of Balloting 

73. (1) The election of members of the House of Represen­
tatives shall be by secret ballot and in accordance with the first­
past-the-post system. 

(2) For the purposes of subsection (J). the votes shall be cast 
in ballot boxes of a design calculated to·ensure their efficiency and 
reliability. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE 

BOUNDARIES OF CONSTITUENCIES 
1. These rules are the Delimitation of Constituencies Rules in 

accordance with which the constituencies of Trinidad and Tobago 
are to be delimited under section 72( I). 

2. Subject to paragraph 3, the electorate shall so far as is 
practicable be 'equal in all constituencies. 

3. The number of constituencies in Tobago shall not be less 
than two. 

4. In Trinidad and in Tobago, respectively, the electorate in 
any constituency shall not be more than one hundred and ten per 
c~nt nor be less than n;nery per cent of the total clcctor:lte of the 
island divided by th~ number of constituencies in .that island. 

S. Special attentio,:·shall. be paid to the needs of sparsely 
populated areas which on account of size. isolation or inadequacy 
of communications. cannot adequately be represented by a single 
member;of Parliament: .... .... " . 

... ' ',,,". 
6. Natural boundlries such as major highways and rivers shall 

be us~d wherever possible. 

7. In thIs Schedule "Trinidad" means the Island of Trinidad 
and its offshore islands. and "Tobago" means the Island of Tobago 
and its offshore islands:' . 

tSectioa 72). 




