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Local Authorities Elections (Amendment) 
Act, No. 25 of 1990 

[Certified on 29th June, 1990] 

L.D.-O 26/90 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES ELECTIONS 

ORDINANCE 

BE it enacted by the Parliament of the Democratic Sociali.t 

Republic of Sri Lanka as follows:-

1. This Act may be cited as the Local Authorities Short title. 

Elections (Amendment) Act, No. 25 of )990. 

2. Section 9 of the Local Authorities Elections Ordi
nance, as last amended by Act No. 24 of 1987 (hereinafter 
referred to as the , .. principal enactment ") is hereby 
further amended by the repeal of paragraph (dd) of sub
section (1) of that section and the substitution of the fol
lowing paragraph therefor:-

"(dd) is a member of Parliament, a member of a Pro
vincial Council established by the Constitution or 
a member of any other local authority; ". 

3. Sectbn 28 of the principal enactment, as last amend
ed by Act No. 24 of 1987, is hereby further amended as 
follows :-

(1) by the insertion immediately after subsection (1) of 

that s2e!ion of the follOWing neW subsections:-

"(IA) Notwithetanding any pro-;isions to the 
contrary in this Act, in each nomination paper sub
mitted in respect of an election for the electoral. 
areas of a local authority, not less than forty per 
centum of the total number of candidates nomina
ted in such nomination paper shall consist of youth. 

(lR) 'Che Commir.sioncr 3hall by notice published 
in the Gazette, specify the number of youth can
didates to be nominated in respect of each local 
authority. Where :he tot~l number of youth candi
dates to be nominated is such, that forty per' centum 
of that r;!1mber would be an integer and a fraction, 
the nearest integer to that integer and fraction shall 
he deemed to be the forty per centum for purposes 
of this subsection. "; and 
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(2) in subsection (2) of that section by the substitution 
for the words "elected for that local authority 
increased by three. ", of the words" elected for that 
local authority increased by six or by one-third of 
such number of members, whichever is less. " ; 

(3) by the insertion immediately after subsection (4) of 
that section, of the following new subsection:-

" (4A) A certifieJ C"JOY 01 the birth certificate of 
every youth candidate whose name appears in thc 
nomination paper or an affidavit signed by such 
youth candidate, certifying his date of birth shall 
be attached to such nomination paper.". 

4. Section 30 01 the principal enactment, as amended by 
Law No. 24 of 1977, is hereby further amended in subsection 
(4) of th3l section by the substitution for the words "is 
elec:ed and wop.re ihe number of votes pollecj. by such inde
pendent group does not exceed one-eigth of the total number 
of votes polled at that election, the deposit made ", of the 
words" is elected, the deposit made". 

5. Section 31 of the principal enactment, as amended by 
Act No. 48 of 1983, is hereby further amended as follows:-

(1) in subsection (1) of that section by the insertion im
mediately after paragraph (b) of that subsection 
of the following paragraphs:-

" (bb) that does not contain the total number of 
youth candidates as required to be 
nominated under subsection (1A) of section 
28; or 

(bbb) where, as required by subsection (4.\) of 
section 28, a certified copy of the birth cer
Wicate of a youth candidate or an at1ldavit 
signed by such youth candidate, has not 
been attached to the nomination paper; 
or" ; 

1 

(2) by the insertion immediately after subsection (1) of { 
that section, of the following new subsection :--

"(1A) Objection:; tG a llumination. paper muy be 
made to a returning officer between twelve noon 
and one-thirty O'cloc l< in tl".e afternoon of th" last 
day of the period o.f nGrnination and no such ob
jections shall be entcl:tuillt'd by the returning 
officer after one-thirty O'clc'ck in the afternoon of 
that day. ". 
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6. Secti0n 3~ of ',he principal enactment is hereby amend
ed in the proviso to subsection (3) of that section by the 
substitution for the words" it shall be lawfull for the Minis
ter to nominate" of the words "it shall be lawful for tlie 
Minister taking into consideration the provisions contained 
in subsection (IA) of sectio::! 20 to nominat~ ". 

7. Secti~n 3u of ihe principal enactment, as Jast amended 

by Act No. 24 of 1987 is hereby further amended in para

graph (b) of subsection (1) of that section as follows:-

(1) by the substitution for the words "by the returning 

officer, then- ", of the words "by the returning 

officer then the returning officer shall forthwith pre

pare a single list containing the names of candidates 

ad i'1dicatc-:J by the candidates, but placed in alpha

be':ical orrlcr of their names in Sinhala, of such 

recognized political party or independent group and 

then-" ; 

(2) by the substitution in sub-p.,·ugraph (i) of that para

graph for the words" whose names appear as first 

and second in such nomination paper ", of the words 
"whose names appear as first and second in such 

single Jist" ; 

(3) by the substitution in sub-paragraph (ii) of that para
graph for the words "appear in such nomination 
paper, " , of the words" appear in such single list, ". 

S. Sec lion 38 of the principal enactment, as last amended 

by Act No. 24 of 1987, is hereby further amended in para

graph (b) of subsection (1) of thal section by the substitu

tion for the words "the names of the candidates (as indi

cated by the candidates) pi'''''''' in alphabetical order in 
Sinhala, fof ", of the words ., a single list containing the names 

of the candidates as indicated by them, but placed in alpha

betical order of their names in Sinhala, of ". 

J. Section 47 of the principal enactment, as amended by 
Act No .. 24 of 1987, is hereby further amended in paragraph 
(a) of that section by the ffilbstitution for the words from 
"placed in serial order," to the end of that paragraph, of 
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the words" placed in one or more rows in serial order, as 

is equal to the number of members to be elected to the local 

authority increased by six or by one-third of such number 

of members whichever is less, with provision to mark three 

preferences and such preferences shall be marked on one 

or more of the cages enclosing a serial number or on any 

one or more of the blank cages appearing on the right hand 

side of a cage enclosing ~ serial number, ". 

10. Section (;3 of the principal enactment, as last amended 

by Act No. 24 of !9R7, is hereay im ther amended by the 

repeal of subsectIon (6E) of that ,ection. 

11. SecHon 05 of the principal enactment, as last amended 
by Act No. 24 of 1987, is hereby further amended in sub
section (2) of that section as follows :-

(1) by the repeal of parage'aph (0) of that subsection and 
the substitution therefor of the following para
graph :-

, (a) The total number of valid votes polled by 
all political parties and ;!ldependent groups are 
hereinafter referred to as "relevant number of 
votes'. ; 

(2) by the repeal of paragraph (b) of that subsection; 

(3) by the substitution in paragraph (d) of that subsec
tion, for the words" and independent group (other 
than those parties and groups disqualified under 
paragraph (a) beginning with ", of the words" and 
independent group beginning with"; 

(4) by the c:Jbstitution in paragraph (g) of that subsec
tion, for the words "whose name appear next in 
the nomination paper submitted by such party or 
group. " of the words" whose name appear next in 
the single list prepared under paragraph (0) of sub
section (1) of section 38. ". 

12. Section 75 of: the prbcipal enactment, as last amended 
by A:ct No. 24 of 1987, is hereby further amended by the 
substitution for the words "candida11e for whom he has 
indicated a preference ", of the words" candidate or candi
dates for whom he has indicated a preference or prefernces ". 

• 
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13. Section 78 of the principal enactment is hereby 
amended in subsection (1) of that section, by the inser
tion, immediately after paragraph (a) of that subsection, 
of that following new paragraph:-

"(aa) Any per,on who signs an affidavit, for the pur
poses of subsection (4A) of section 28, knowing 
any statement contained therein to be false; or". 

14. Seciion >39 of. the principal enactment, as last amended 
I>y Act No. 24 of i987, is hereLy !'Irther amended by the 
addition immediately after the definition of "town ", of 
the following rlefir-ition :-. 

. , youth" means a person not less than eighteen 
years of age as at first June of the year in 
which the revision of the operative electoral 
reeistf:l' commenced under the Registration of 

Electors Act, No. 44 of 1980 and not more than' 

thirty-five years of age as on the last day of the 
nomination period speCified under this 

Ordinance in respect of the election at which he 

seeks to he a candidate.". 

15. First Scnedule to the principal enactment, as last 

amtnded by Act No. 24 of 1987 is hereby repealed and the 

following Schedule substituted therefor:-

'FIRST SCHEDLE [Section 28 (2)1 

FORM OP NOMINATION PAPER 

........................ COuncil/Pradeshiya Shabha. 

The ................ ". Party. being a recognized political party/independent group 
of candidates [of which (in the case of an independent groupj ............................... . 
is the group leader], hereby nominates the following persons as candidates for 
election of members of the .. . .......................... Municipal Council/Urban 
Council/Pradeshiya Sabha. 

Name 

Group I -·Candidates 

3 2 
Address Occupation Signature signify· 

ing consent of 
candidate 

Amendment 
of section 
78 of 
the prinoipal 
enart'ffient. 

b.'mencment 
of section 
89 of the 
prinCipal 
£nactment. 
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Name 

Act, No. 25 of 1990 

Group U-Youth Candidates 

2 3 4 5 

Address Date of birth Occuption Signature 
signifying 
consent of 

youth 
candidate 

r do nercbycertifythat all the youth candidates whose names appear in this 
nomination paper are within the agestipulated in section 89 ofthe Ordinance. 

Signature of Secretary of recognised political 
party/group leader. 

Name : ........................................................... .. .. 

Address : ........................................................... . 

Signed by the above named 

Secretary of recognized political part)" group 

leader in my presence at .................... on this 

.................... day of... ................. ,19 ....... . 

Justice of the Peaceor Notary 
Public .... 

16. Second Schpdule to the principal enactment as last 

amended by Act No. 24 of 1987, is hereby further amended 

by the substitution for the words from" independent group, 

by placing a "ross" to ille wordi! "each such candidate.", 

of the words "independent group, by placing a cross or 

nosses (th!!s ., X") on .mG Or more of the cages enclosing 

3 serial nU',nher corresponding t.o the. serial number assigned 

to each weh candi:late C~ anyone or more blank cages 

appearing on the right hand side of a cage enclosing sue:, 

serial number. ". 
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17. Thiri Scnedule to the principal enactment, as amend

ed by Act No. 24 of 1987 is hereby repealed and the follow

ing Schedule substituted therefor:-

TIDRD SCHEDULE 

FORM OF FRONT OF BALLOT PAPER 

counter Foil No. 

PARTY"A" S¥MBOL 

PARTY"B" S¥MBOL 

PARTY"C" S¥MBOL 

"INDEPENDENT GROUP" I S¥MBOL 

"INDEPENDENT GROUP"2 SYMBOL 

"INDEPENDENT GROUP" 3 S¥MBOL 

I I 28 

2 29 

3 30 

4 31 

5 32 

6 33 

7 34 

8 35 

Replacement 
of the Third 
Schedule 
to the 
prindp"l 
enactncnt. 
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9 36 

10 37 

II 38 

12 39 

13 40 

14 41 

15 42 

16 43 

17 44 

18 45 

19 46 1 
20 47 

21 48 

22 49 
---

23 50 

24 51 

25 52 

26 53 

27 54 

lit Ninth SchEdule to the principal enactment is hereby 

amended in " BACK OF FORM" appearing in the Schedule· 

to those regulations as follows:-

(1) in bubparagraph 3 of paragraph A, by the substitu-·4 

tion fl.r the words from "by placing a cross" to 
the end of that sub-paragraph, of the words "by 
placing a cross or crosses (thus " X ") on 
o,.c Ot more of the cages enclosing a serial number 
corresponding to the serial number assigned to 
eo.ch s'lr.h ('andidate or on anyone or more blank 
cDges appearing ('n the right hand side of a cage 
enclosing such serial number. "; 
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(2) in sub-paragraph 4 of paragraph B, by the substitu

tior. for the wo~ds from "by placing a cross" to 

end of t1at subparagraph, of the words " by 

placin~ >l cross or crosses (thus " X ") on 
one or more of the cages enclosing a serial number 

corresponding to the serial number assigned to 

each snch candidate or on anyone or more blank 

cages appearing on the right hand side of a cage 

enclosing such serial number. " 

19. In the event of any inconsistency between the 

Slnhala and Tamil texts of this Act, the Sinhala text shall 

prevail. 

Sinhala 
text to 
t:reval1 in 
case or incon~ 
eistency. 
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