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100 STAT. 924 PUBLIC LAW 99-410-AUG. 28,1986 

Aug. 28. 1986 
[H.R.4393) 

Uniformed and 
Overseas 
Citizens 
Absentee Voting 
Act. 
42 USC 1973ff 
note. 

Public Law 99-410 
99th Congress 

An Act 

To consolidate and improve provisions of law relating to absentee registration and 
voting in elections for Federal office by members of uniformed services and" persons 
who reside overseas. . 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act· may be cited as the "Uniformed and Overseas Citizens 
Absentee Voting Act". 

TITLE I-REGISTRATION AND VOTING BY 
ABSENT UNIFORMED SERVICES 
VOTERS AND OVERSEAS VOTERS IN 
ELECTIONS FOR FEDERAL OFFICE 

42 USC 1973ff. SEC. 101. FEDERAL RESPONSIBILiTIES. 

President of U.s. (a) PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNEE.-The President shall designate the 
head of an executive department to have primary responsibility for 
Federal functions under this title. 

(b) DUTIES OF PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNEE.-The Presidential designee 
shall-

State and local (1) consult State and local election officials in carrying out 
governments. this title; 

(2) prescribe an official post card form, containing both an 
absentee voter registration application and an absentee ballot 
application, for use by the States as recommended in section 
104; 

(3) carry out section 103 with respect to the Federal write-in 
absentee ballot for overseas voters in general elections for 
Federal office; . 

(4) prescribe a suggested design for absentee ballot mailing 
envelopes for use by the States as recommended in section 104; 

(5) compile and distribute (Al descriptive material on State 
absentee registration and voting procedures, and (B) to the 
extent practicable, facts relating to specific elections, inclUding 
dates, offices involved, and the text of ballot questions; and 

Reports. (6) not later than the end of each year after a Presidential 
election year, transmit to the President and the Co.ngress a 
report o.n the effectiveness o.f assistance under this title, includ­
ing a statistical analysis of voter participation and a description 
of State-Federal cooperation. . 

(c) DUTIES OF OrHER FEDERAL OFFICIALS.-
(1) IN GENERAL.-The head of each Government department, 

agency, or other entity shall, upon request of the Presidential 
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designee, distribute balloting materials and otherwise cooperate 
in carrying out this title. 

(2) ADMINISTRATOR OF GENERAL SERVICES.-As directed by the 
Presidential designee, the Administrator of General Services 
shall furnish official post card forms (prescribed under subsec· 
tion (b» and Federal write-in absentee ballots (prescribed under 
section 103). 

SEC. 102. STATE RESPONSIBILITIES. 42 USC 1973ff-l. 

Each State shall-
(1) permit absent uniformed services voters and overseas 

voters to use absentee registration procedures and to vote by 
absentee ballot in general, special, primary, and runoff elections 
for Federal office; 

(2) accept and process, with respect to any general, special, 
primary, or runoff election for Federal office, any otherwise 
valid voter registration application from an absent uniformed 
services voter or overseas voter, if the application is received by 
the appropriate State election official not less than 30 days 
before the election; and 

(3) permit overseas voters to use Federal write-in absentee 
ballots (in accordance with section 103) in general elections for 
Federal office. 

SEC. 103. FEDERAL WRITE·IN ABSENTEE BALLOT. FOR OVERSEAS VOTERS 42 USC 19731£-2. 
IN GENERAL ELECTIONS FOR FEDERAL OFFICE • 

. (a) IN GENERAL-The Presidential designee shall prescribe a Fed­
eral write-in absentee ballot (including a secrecy envelope and 
mailing envelope for such ballot) for use in general elections for 
Federal office by overseas voters who make timely application for, 
and do not receive, States, absentee hallots. 

(b) SUBMISSION AND PROCESSlNG.-Except as otherwise provided in State BDd local 
this title, a Federal write-in absentee ballot shall be submitted and governments. 
processed in the manner provided by law for absentee ballots in the 
State involved. A Federal write-in absentee ballot of an overseas 
voter shall.not be counted-

(1) if the ballot is submitted from any location in the United 
States; 

(2) if the application of the overseas voter for a State absentee 
ballot is received by the appropriate State election official less 
than 30 days before the general election; or .. 

(3) if a State absentee ballot of the overseas voter is received 
by the appropriate State election official not later than the 
deadline for receipt of the State absentee ballot under State law. 

(c) SPECIAL RULES.-The following rules shall apply with respect to 
Federal write-in absentee ballots: 

(1) In completing the ballot, the overseas voter may designate 
a candidate by writing in the name of the candidate or by 
writing in the name of a political party (in which case the ballot 
shall be counted for the candidate of that political party). 

(2) In the case of the offices of President and Vice President, a 
vote for a named candidate or a vote by writing in the name of a 
political party sball be counted as a vote for the electors 
supporting the candidate involved. 

(3) Any abbreviation, misspelling, or other minor variation in 
the form of the name of a candidate or a political party shall·be 
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disregarded in detennining the validity of the ballot, if the 
intention of the voter can be ascertained. 

(d) SECOND BAlLOT SUBMISSION; INSTRUCTION TO OVERSEAS 
VOTER.-An overseas voter who submits a Federal write-in absentee 
ballot and later receives a State absentee ballot, may submit the 
State absentee ballot. The Presidential designee shall assure that 
the instructions for each Federal wrire:in absentee ballot clearly 
state that an overseas voter who 3ubmit:; a Federal write-in absentee 
ballot and later receives and submits a State absentee ballot should 
make every reasonable effort to infonn the appropriate State "elec­
tion official that the voter has submitted more than one ballot. 

(e) USE OF ApPROVED STATE_ABSENTEE BAlLOT IN PLACE OF FEn­
ERAL WRITE-IN ABSENTEE BALLOT.-The Federal write-in absentee 
ballot shall not be valid for use in a general election if the State 
involved provides a State absentee ballot that-

(1) at the request of the State, is approved by the Presidential 
designee for use in place of the Federal write-in absentee ballot; 
and 

(2) is made available to overseas voters at least 60 days before 
the deadline for receipt of the State ballot under State law. 

(0 CERTAIN STATES EXEMPTED.-A State is not required to pennit 
use of the Federal write-in absentee ballot, if, on and after the date 
of the enactment of this title, the State has in effect a law providing 
that-

(1) a State absentee ballot is required to be available to any 
voter described in section 107(5)(A) at least 90 days before the 
general election involved; and 

(2) a State absentee ballot is required to be available to any 
voter described in section 107(5) (B) or (e), as soon as the official 
list of candidates in the general election is complete. 

42 USC 1973ff-3. SEC. 104. RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE STATES TO MAXIMIZE ACCESS TO 
THE POLLS BY ABSENT UNIFORMED SERVICES VOTERS AND 
OVERSEAS VOTERS. 

To afford maximum access to the polls by absent unifonned 
services voters and overseas voters, it is recommended that the 
States"": 

(1) use the official post card form (prescribed under section 
101) for simultaneous voter registration application and ab­
sentee ballot application; 

(2) adopt the suggested design for absentee ballot mailing 
envelopes prescribed under section 101; 

(3) waive registration requirements for absent unifonned 
services voters and overseas voters who, by reason of service or 
residence, do not have an opportunity to register; 

(4) if an application other than an official post card fonn 
(prescribed under section 101) is required for absentee registra­
tion, provide that registration forms be sent with the absentee 
ballot and may be returned with it; 

(5) expedite processing of balloting materials with respect to 
absent unifonned services voters and overseas voters; 

Armed Forces. (6) permit any oath required for a document under this title to 
be administered by a commissioned officer of the Anned Forces 
or any official authorized to administer oaths under Federal law 
or the law of the State or other place where the oath is 
administered; 
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(7) assure that absentee ballots are mailed to absent uni- Uniformed 
formed services voters and overseas voters at the earliest se,,;ces. 
opportunity; 

(8) assist the Presidential designee in compiling statistical and 
other infor,nation relating to this title; and 

(9) provide late registration procedures for persons recently Armed Forces. 
separated from the Armed Forces. 

SEC. 105. ENFORCEMEi'iT. 42 USC 1973ff-4. 

The Attorney General may bring a civil action in an' appropriate 
district court for such declaratory or injunctive relief as may be 
necessary to carry out this title. 

SEC. 106. EFFECT ON CERTAIN OTHER LAWS. 

The exercise of any right under this title shall not affect, for 
purposes of any Federal, State, or local tax, the residence or 
domicile of a person exercising such right. 

SEC. 107. DEFINITIONS. 

As used in this title, the term-
(1) "absent uniformed services voter" means-

(A) a member of a uniformed service on active duty who, 
by reason of such active duty, is absent from the place of 
residence where the member is otherwise qualified to vote; 

(B) a member of the merchant marine who, by reason of 
service in the merchant marine, is absent from tbe place of 
residence where the member is otherwise qualified to vote; 
and 

(e) a spouse or dependent of a member referred to in 
subparsgraph (A) or (B) who, by reason of tbe active duty Or 
service of the member,. is absent from the place of residence 
where the spouse .or dependent is otherwise qualified to 
vote· . 

(2) "b';lloting materials" means official post card forms (pre­
scribed under section lOll, Federal write-in absentee ballots 
(prescribed under section 103), and any State balloting mate­
rials that, as determined by the Presidential designee, are 
essential to the carrying out of this title; 

(3) "Federal office" means tbe office of President 'or Vice 
President, Or of Senator or Representative in, or Delegate or 
Resident Commissioner to, tbe Congress; . 

(4) "member of the merchant marine" means an individual 
(other than a member of a uniformed service or an individual 
employed, enrolled, or maintained on the Great Lakes Or the 
inland waterways)-

(A) employed as an officer or crew member of a vessel 
documented under the laws of the United States, or a vessel 
owned by the United States, or a vessel of foreign-flag 
registry under charter to or control of the United States; or 

(B) enrolled with the United States for employment or 
training for employment, or maintained by' the United 
States for emergency relief service, as an officer or crew 
member of any such vessel; 

(5) "overseas voter" means-
(A) an absent uniformed services voter who; by reason of 

active duty or service is absent from the United States on 
the date of the election involved; 

Taxes. 
42 USC 1973ff-5. 

42 USC 1973ff-6. 
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39 USC 3406. 

39 USC 406. 

Post. p. 930. 

Post. p. 930. 

(B) a person who resides outside the United States and is 
qualified to vote in the last place in which the person was 
domiciled before leaving the United States; or 

(C) a person who resides outside the United States and 
(but for such residence) would be qualified to vote in the 
last place in which the person was domiciled before leaving 
the United States. 

(6) "State" means a State of the United States, the District of 
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin 
Islands, and American Samoa; 

(7) "uniformed services" means the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marine Corps, and Coast Guard, the commissioned corps of the 
Public Health Service, and the commissioned corps of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; and 

(8) "United States", where used in the territorial sense, 
means the several States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands, and 
American Samoa. 

TITLE II-POSTAL, CRIMINAL, AND 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SEC. 201. AMENDMENTS TO TITLE 39. UNITED STATES CODE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.-Chapter 34 of title 39, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following new section: 

"§ 3406. Balloting materials under the Uniformed and Overseas 
Citizens Absentee Voting Act 

"(a) Balloting materials under the Uniformed and Overseas Citi· 
zens Absentee Voting Act (individually or in bulk)-

"(1) shall be carried expeditiously and free of postage; and 
"(2) may be mailed at a post office established outside the 

United States under section 406 of this title, unless such mailing 
is prohibited by treaty or other international agreement of the 
United States. 

"(b) As used in this section, the term 'balloting materials' has the 
meaning given that term in section 107 of the Uniformed and 
Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act.". 

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.-
(1) The table of sections for chapter 34 of title 39, United 

States Code, is amended by adding at the end the following new 
item: 

"3406. Balloting materials under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee 
Voting AcL". . 

(2) The first sentence of section 2401(c) of title 39, United 
States Code, is amended-

(A) by striking out "3405" and inserting in lieu thereof 
"3406"; and . 

(B) by striking out "the Overseas Citizens Voting Rights 
Act of 1975, and the Federal Voting Assistance Act of 
1955". ' 

(3) Section 3627 of title 39, United States Code, is amended­
(A) by striking out "3405" and inserting in lieu thereof 

"3406"; and 



PUBLIC LAW 99-410-AUG. 28,1986 100 STAT. 929 

(B) by striking out "under the Federal Voting Assistance 
Act of 1955, or under the Overseas Citizens Voting Rights 
Act ofl975". 

(4) Section 3684 of title 39, United States Code, is amended by 
striking out", or of the Federal Voting Assistance Act of 1955". 

SEC. 202. AMENDMENTS TO TITLE 18. UNITED STATES CODE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.-Chapter 29 of title 18, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following new sections: 

Pos~ p.930. 
Pos~ p.930. 

Law 
enforcement and 
crime. 

"§ 608. Absent uniformed services voters and overseas voters 18 USC 608. 
"(a) Whoever knowingly deprives or attempts to deprive any 

person of a right under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens 
Absentee Voting Act shall be fined in accordance with this title or 
imprisoned not more than five years, or both. 

"(b) Whoever knowingly gives false information for the purpose of 
establishing the eligibility of any person to register or vote under 
the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, or pays 
or offers to pay, or accepts payment for registering or voting under 
such Act shall be fined in accordance with this title or imprisoned 
not more than five years, or both. 

"§ 609. Use of military authority to influence vote of member of 18 USC 609. 
Armed Forces 

"Whoever, being a commissioned, noncommissioned, warrant, or 
petty officer of an Armed Force, uses military authority to influence 
the vote of a member' of the Armed Forces or to require a member of 
the Armed Forces to march to a polling place, or attempts to do so, 
shall be fmed in accordance with this title or imprisoned not more 
than five years, or both. Nothing in this section shall prohibit free Freedom of 
discussion of political issues or candidates for public office.". speech. 

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.-The table of sections for chapter 29 
of title 18, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 
"608. Absent uniformed services voters and overseas voters. 
"609. Use of military authority to influence vote of member of Armed Forces.". 
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42 USC 1973ff 
Dote. 

SEC. 203. REPEALS •. 

The Federal Voting Assistance Act of 1955 (42 U.S.C. 1973cc et 
seq.) and the Overseas Citizens Voting Rights Act of 1975 (42 U.S.C. 
1973dd et seq.) are repealed. 
SEC. 204. EFFECI'IVE DATE. 

The amendments and repeals made by this Act shall apply with 
respect to elections taking place after December 31, 1987. . 

Approved August 28, 1986. 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY-H.R 4393: 

HOUSE REPORTS: No. 99-765 (Comm. on House Administration). 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 132 (l986~ 

Aug. 12. considered and passed House. 
Aug. 15, considered and passed Senate. 
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Sept. 28. 1984 
[H.R.I250[ 

Voting 
Accessibility for 
the Elderly and 
Handicapped 
Act. 
42 USC 1973ee 
note. 

Public Law 98-435 
98th Congress 

An Act 

To improve access for handicapped and elderly in.dividuals to registration facilities 
and polling places for Federal elections. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SHORT TITLE 

SECTION 1. This Act may be cited as the "Voting Accessibility for 
the Elderly and Handicapped Act". 

PURPOSE 

42 USC 1973ee. SEC. 2. It is the intention of Congress in enacting this Act to 

42 USC 
1973ee-1. 

Report. 

Effective date. 

promote the fundamental right to vote by improving access for 
handicapped and elderlr individuals to registration facilities and 
pollIng places for Federa electIons. . 

SELECTION OF POUlNG FACUJ11ES 

SEC. 3. (a) Within each State, except as provided in subsection (bl, 
each political subdivision responsible for conducting elections shall 
assure that all polling places for Federal elections are accessible to 
handicapped and elderly voters. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply to a polling place-
(1) in the case of an emergency, as determined by the chief 

election officer of the State; or . 
(2) if the chief election officer of the State-

(A) determines that all potential polling places have been 
surveyed and no such accessible place is available, nor is 
the political subdivision able to make one temporarily ac· 
cessible, in the area involved; and 

(B) assures that any handicapped or elderly voter as­
signed to an inaccessible polling place, upon advance re­
quest of such voter (pursuant to procedures established by 
the chief election officer of the StateJ-

(i) will be assigned to an accessible polling place, or 
(ii) will be provided with an alternative means for 

casting a ballot on the day of the election. 
(cX1) Not later than December 31 of each even·numbered year, the 

chief election officer of each State shall report to the Federal 
Election Commission, in a manner to be determined by the Commis­
sion, the number of accessible and inaccessible polling places in such 
State on the date of the preceding general Federal election, and the 
reasons for any instance of inaccessibility. 

(2) Not later than April 30 of each odd-numbered year, the Federal 
Election Commission shall compile the information reported under 
paragraph (1) and shall transmit that information to the Congress. 

(3) The provisions of this subsection shall only be effective for a 
period of 10 years beginning on the date of enactment of this Act. 
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SELECTION OF REGISTRATION FACILITIES 

SEC. 4. (a) Each State or political subdivision responsible ior 42 USC 
registration for Federal elections shall provide a reasonable number 1973ee-2. 
of accessible permanent registration facilities. 

(b) Subsedion (a) does not apply to any State that has in effect a 
system that provides an opportunity for each potential voter to 
register by mail or at the residence of such voter. 

REGISTRATION AND VOTING AIDS 

SEC. 5. (a) Each state shall make available registration and voting 42 USC 
aids for Federal elections for handicapped and elderly individuals, 1973ee-3. 
including-

(1) instructions, printed in large type, conspicuously displayed 
at each permanent registration facility and each polling place; 
and 

(2) information by telecommunications devices for the deaf. 
(h) No notarization or medical certification shall be required of a Absentee ballot. 

handicapped voter with resped to an absentee ballot or an applica-
tion for such ballot, except that medical certification may be re-
quired when the certification establishes eligibility, under State 
law-

(1) .to automatically receive an application or a ballot on a 
continuing basis; or 

(2) to apply for an absentee ballot after the deadline has 
~. . 

(c) The chief election officer of each State shall provide public Public 
notice, calculated to reach elderly and handicapped voters, of the information. 
availability of aids under this section, assistance under section 208 
of the Voting Righta Ad of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 1973aa-6), and the 
procedures for voting by absentee ballot, not later than general 
public notice of registration and voting is provided. 

ENFORCEMENT 

SEC. 6. (a) If a State or political subdivision does not comply with 
this Act, the United States Attorney General or a person who is 
personally aggrieved by the noncompliance may bring an action for 
declaratory or injunctive relief in the appropriate district court. 

(h) An action may be brought under this section only if the 
plaintiff notifies the chief election officer of the State of the noncom­
pliance and a period of 45 days has elapsed since the date of 
notification. . 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no award of 
attorney fees may be made with resped to an action under this 
section, except in any action brought to enforce the original judg­
ment of the court. 

.'. 
RELATIONSHIP TO VOTING RIGHTS ACf OF 1965 

42 USC 
197300-4. 

SEC. 7. This Act shall not be construed to impair any right 42 USC 
guaranteed by the Voting Righta Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 1973 et seq.). 1973ee-5. 

DEFINITIONS 

SEC. 8. As used in this Act, the term- 42 USC 
1973ee--6. 
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42 USC 1973ee 
note. 

(1) "accessible" means accessible to handicapped and elderly 
individuals for the purpose of voting or registration, as deter­
mined under guidelines established by the chief election officer 
of the State involved;' 

(2) "elderly" means 65 years of age or older; 
(3) "Federal election" means a general, special, primary, or 

runoff election for the office of President or Vice President, or of 
Senator or Representative in, or Delegate or Resident Commis­
sioner to, the Congress; 

(4) "handicapped" means having a temporary or permanent 
physical disability; and 

(5) "State" means a State of the United States, the District of 
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and any territory 
or possesssion of the United States. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

SEC. 9. This Act shall apply with respect to elections taking place 
after December 31, 1985. 

Approved September 28, 1984. 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY-H,R. 1250: 

HOUSE REPORT No. 98-852 (Comm. 00 House Administration). 
SENATE REPORT No. 98-590 (Comm. on Rules and Administration). 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. Vol. 130 (l984~ 

June 25, considered and passed House. 
Aug. 10, considered and passed Senate, amended. 
Sept. 12. Houae concurred in Senate amendments. 

o 
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PART 55-IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
PROVISIONS OF THE VOTING 
RIGHTS ACT REGARDING LAN­
GUAGE MINORITY GROUPS 

Subpart A-General Provisions 

Sec. 
55.1 Definitlons:-
55.2 Purpose: standards for measuring 

compliance. 
55.3 Statutory requirements. 

Subpart B-Natur. of Coverage 

55.4 Effective date; 11st of covered Jurisdic-
tions. 

55.5 Coverage under section 4( f)( 4), 
55.6 Coverage under section 203(c). 
55.7 Termination of coverage. 
55.8 Relationship between section 4(f)(4) 

and section 203(c). 
55.9 Coverage of political units within a 

county.' . 
55.10 Types of elections covered. 

Subpart C-O.terminlng the Exact language 

55.11 General. 
55.12 Language used for written material. 
55.13 Language used tor oral assistance 

and publicity. 
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55.14 General. 
55.15 Affected activities. 
55.16 Standards and proof of compHance. 
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Se<:. 
55.17 Targeting. 
55.18 Provision of minority language mate-

rials and assistance. 
55.19 Written materials. 
55.20 Oral assistance and publicity. 
55.21 Record keeping. 

Subpart E-Predeatance 

55.22 Requirements of section 5 of the Act. 

Subpart F-Sandlons 

55.23 Enforcement by the Attorney Gener­
al. 

Subpart G-Cotnment on This Part 

55.24 Procedure. 
ApPENDIX TO PART 55-JURISDICTIONS Cov­

ERED UNDER SECS. 4({)(4) AND 203(c) or 
THE VOTINC RICHTS ACT OF 1965. AS 
AM:ENDED 

AUTHORITY 5 U.S.C. 301; 28 U.s.C. 509. 
510; 42 U.s.C. 1973b. 1973J(dl, 1973aa-la. 
1973a.a-2. 

SOURce Order No. 655-76. 41 FR 29998. 
July 20. 1976. unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A-General Provisions 

§ 55,1 Definitions, 

As used In this part-
Act means the Voting Rights Act of 

1965. 79 Stat. 437. as amended by the 
Civil Rights Act of 1968. 82 Stat. 73. 
the Voting Rights Act Amendments of 
1970. 84 Stat. 314. the District of Co' 
lumbla Delegate Act. 84 Stat. 853. the 
Voting RIghts Act Amendments of 
1975. 89 Stat. 400. and the Voting 
Rights Act Amendments of 1982. 96 
·Stat. 131.42 U.S.C. 1973 et seq. Section 
numbers. such as "section 14(c)(3)." 
refer to sections of the Act. 

AttOrnell GeneroZ means the Attor, 
ney General of the United States. 
.. Language minorities or language 
minoritll group is used. as defined In 
the Act, to ref~r to persons Who are 
American IndIan. Asian· AmerIcan. 
Alaskan Natives. or of Spanish herit­
age. (Sections 14(c)(3) and 203(e». 

Polttical subdivision Is used, as de­
fined In the Act. to refer to "any 
county or parish. except that where 
registration for voting is not conduct· 
ed under the supervision of a county 
or parish. the term shall Include any 
other subdivision of a State which con, 
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ducts registration for voting." (Section 
14(c)(2». 
(Order 1246-87.53 FR 735. Jan. 12. 1968) 

§ 55.2 Purpose; standards ror measuring 
compliance. . 

(a) The purpose of this part Is to set 
forth the Attorney General's Interpre· 
tatlon of the provisions of the Voting 
Rights Act which require certain 
States and political subdivisions. to 
Conduct elections In the language of 
certain "language minority· groups"· in 
addition to English. . , 

(b) In the Attorney General's view 
the objective of the Act's provisions Is 
to enable members of applicable. Ian· 
guage minority groups to participate 
effectively In the electoral process. 

. This part establishes two basic stand· 
ards by which the Attorney General 
will measure compliance: ' . 

(1) That materials and assistance 
should be provided In a way designed 
to allow members of applicable Ian· 
guage minority groups to be effective· 
ly informed of and participate effec· 
tlvely In votlng-connected activities; 

. and 
(2) That an affected Jurisdiction 

should take all reasonable steps to 
achieve that goal. 

(c) The determination of what Is reo 
qulred for compliance with section 
4(f)(4) and section 203(c) Is the respon· 
slbUity of the affected Jurisdiction. 
These guidelines should pot be used as 
a substitute for analysis and decision 
by the affected Jurisdiction. 

(d) Jurisdictions covered under sec­
tion 4(f)(4) of the Act are subject to 
the preclearance requirements of sec­
tion 5. See part 51 of this chapter. 
Sucli Jurisdictions have the burden of 
establishing to the satisfaction of the 
Attorney General or to the U.S. Dis­
trict Court for the District of Colum­
bia that changes made in their elec­
tion laws and procedures in order to 
comply with the requirements of sec­
tion 4(fl( 4) are not discriminatory 
under the tenns of section 5. However, 
section 5 'expressly provides that the 
failure of the Attorney General to 
object does not bar any subsequent ju­
dJclal action to enjoin the enforcement 
of the changes. 

(e) Jurisdictions covered solely 
under section 203(c) of the Act are not 

§55.3 

subject to the preclearance require­
ments of section 5, nor Is there a Fed· 
eral apparatus available for preclear­
ance of section 203(c) compliance ac­
tivities. The Attorney General will not 
preclear Jurisdictions' proposals for 
compliance with section 203(c). 

(f) Consideration by the Attorney 
General of a Jurisdiction's compliance 
with the reQuirements of section 
4(f)(4) occurs in the review pursuant 
to section 5 of the Act of changes with 
respect to voting, in the consideration 
of the need for litigation to enforce 
the requirements of section 4(fl(4), 
and in the defense of suits for termi­
nation of coverage under section 
4(fl(4). Consideration by the Attorney 
General of a Jurisdiction's compliance 
with the requirements of· section 
203(c) occurs In the consideration of 
the need for litigation to enforce 'the 
requirements of section 203(c). 

(g) In enforcing the Act-through 
the section 5 preclearance review proc· 
ess, through litigation, and through 
defense of suits for termination of cov· 
erage under ~ectlon 4(fl( 4 I-the Attor­
ney General will follow the general 
pOlicies set forth in this part. 

(h) This part Is not Intended to pre­
clude affected Jurisdictions from 
taking additional steps to further the 
policy of the Act. By virtue of the Su­
premacy Clause of Art. VI of the Con· 
stltution, the provisions of the Act 
override any inconsistent State law. 

[Order 655-76, 41 FR 29998, July 20, 1976, 
as amended by Order 1246-87. 63 FR '136, 
Jan. 12, 19881 

§ 55.3 Statutory requirements . . 

The Act's requirements concerning 
the conduct of elections In languages 
in addition to English are contained In 
section 4(fl(4) and section ,203(c). 
These sections state that. whenever a 
jurlsdJctlon subject to their terms 
"provides any registration or voting 
notices, forms, instructions, assistance, 
or other materials or lnfonnation re­
lating to the electoral process, Includ­
ing ballots, It shall provide them in 
the language of the applicable Ian· 
guage minority group as well as in 
•• • English ...... 
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§ 55.4 

Subpart II--Nature of Coverage 

§ 55.4 Effective date; list of covered juris­
dictions •. 

(a) The minority language provisions 
of the Voting Rights Act were added 
by the Voting Rights Act Amendments 
of 1975. 

(1). The requirements of section 
4(fl(4) take effect upon publication In 
the FEDERAL REGISTER. of the requisite 
determinations of 'the' Director of the 
Census and the Attorney General. 
Such determinations are not revlewa· 
ble In any court. 

(2) The requirements of section 
203(c) take effect upon publication In 
the FEDERAL REGISTER of the requisite 
determlriatlons of the Director of the 
Census. Such determinations are not 
reviewable In" any court. 

(b) Jurisdictions determined to be 
covered under section 4(f)(4) or sec­
tion 203(c) are listed. together with 
the language minority group with reo 
spect to which coverage was deter· 
mined; In' the Appendix to this part. 
Any additional determinations of coy· 
erage under either section 4(fl(4) or 
section 203(c) will be published In the 
FED~L REGISTER. 

IOrder 655-76. 41 FR 29998. July 20. 1976. 
as amended by Order 1246-8'1. 53 FR 136, 
Jan. 12. 1988] 

§ 55.5 Coverage ,under section 4-(0("). 
(a) Coverage formula. Section 4(0(4) 

applies to any State or political subdl· 
vision In which 

0) Over five percent of the voting· 
age citizens were. on November 1, 
1972. members of a single language mi· 

. norlty grouP.· .. 
(2) Registration and election materl· 

als . were provided only In English on 
November 1. 1972, and 

(3) Fewer than 50 percent of the 
voting-age citizens were registered to 
vote or voted In the 1972 Presidential 
election. 

All three conditions must be satls· 
fied before coverage exists under sec­

. Uon 4(f)( 4). ' 

lCO;e~~ge-is ba:sed on'sections 4(b) <thjrd 
sentence), 4(c), and 4(f)(3). 

. " ," ,- . .~ : .. ;' ..... 

,", 
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(b) Coverage may be determined 
with regard to section 4(fl(4) on a 
statewide or political subdiVision basis. 

. (1) Whenever the determination Is 
made that the bilingual requirements 
of section 4(0(4) are appllcallie to an 
entire State. these requirements apply 
to each of the State's political subdlvl· 
slons as well as to the State. In other 
words. each political subdivision 
within a covered State Is subject to the 
same requirements as the State. 

(2) Where an entire State Is not cov· 
ered under section 4(fl(4). individual 
political subdivisions may be covered_ 

055.6 Coverage under section 203(c). 

(a) Political subdivisions. subject to 
section 203(c) are determined by the 
Director of the Census as follows: z 

(1) The Director of the Census first 
Identifies those States In Which more 
than five percent of the voting-age 
citizens are. members of a single Ian· 
guage minority group and do not 
speak or understand English adequate· 
ly enough to partiCipate In the elector· 
al process. 

(2) From among the States Identl· 
fled In paragraph (a)O) of this section 
he then Identifies the States In which 
the illiteracy rate of such persons Is 
greater than the national illiteracy 
rate. With respect to those States. he 
Identifies the political subdivisions In 
which such persons constitute five 
percent or more (jf the citizen voting­
age population. 

(3) With respect to the States not 
reached under paragraph (a)(2) of this 
section he Identifies the political sub· 
divisions In which more than five per· 
cent of the votlng·age citizens are 
members of a Single language minority 
group and do not speak or understand 

, English adequately enough to partlcl· 
pate In the electoral process. From 
among those political subdivisions he 
Identifies the political subdivisions In 
which the illiteracy rate of such per· 
sons Is greater than the national Illit· 
eracy rate. . 

a The criteria for coverage are contained 
. in section 203(b) of the Voting Rights Act 
and in section 4 of the Voting Rights Act 
Amendmen~ of 1982, 
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Department of Justice 

(b) . Political subdivisions Identified 
under paragraphs (a)(2) or (a)(3) o[ 
this section are covered with resp ... ·t 
to the language minority group of 
which s~ch persons are members. 
.. (c) For. the· purpose of determlna· 
tions of coverage under section 203tc}, 
"lIl1teracy means the fallure to com· 
plete the fifth primary grade." SectIon 
203(b). 

(d) Determinations of coverage 
under section 203(c) are made \\ith 
regard to specIfIc language groups o[ 
the language minorities listed In sec· 
tlon 203(e). 

[Order 655-76. 41 FR 29998. July 20. 1976. 
as amended by Order 1246-87. 53 FR 'i36. 
Jan. 12. 19881 

§ 55.1 '. Termination of coverage. 

(a) Section 4(j)(4). A covered State. a 
polltlcal subdivision of a covered State. 
or a separately covered political subdi· 
vision may terminate· the application 
of section 4(f)(4) by obtaInIng the de­
claratory judgment described In sec· 
tion 4(a) of the Act. . 

(b) Section 203(c). The reqUirements 
of section 203(c) apply untll August 6. 
1992. A covered Jurisdiction may tHo 
mlnate· such coverage earlIer If It can 
prove In a declaratory judgment action 
In a United States district court. that 
the 1I1Iteracy rate of the applicable 
language minority group Is equal to or 
leas than the national Illiteracy rate. 

[Order 655-76. 41 FR 29998. July 20. 1976. 
as amended by Order 1246-87, 53 FR 'iS6. 
Jan. 12. 19881 

§ 55.8 Relationship between section 4(fll-ll 
. and section 203(cl. 

(a) The statutory requirements ('If 
section 4(f)(4) and section 203(c) ,.... 
gardlng minority language material 
and assistance are essentially Identi· 
cal. 

(b) Jurisdictions subject to the re­
quirements of section 4(f)(4)-but not 
Jurisdictions subject only to the re­
quirements of section 203(c)-are aL.<o 
subject to the Act·s special provisions. 
such as section 5 (regarding preclear­
ance of changes In· voting laws) and 

§ 55.10 

section 6 (regarding Federal =In· 
ern),' See part 51 of this chapter. 

(c) Although the cO\'erage fc,::nulas 
nJllllicnble to section 4(fl(4) "".:1 sec· 
tlon 203(c) are different. a political 
subdivision may be included \\ithin 
bot.h of the coverage formulas. Under 
tlll'se circumstances, a judgme:J.t ter­
mlnntlng coverage of the juris!iction 
umkr one provision would no: have 
Uw effect of terminating co.erage 
under the other provi.c;ion. 

li flfl.9 Coverage of political units within a 
('uunly. 

Where a political subdivision .e.g., a 
county) Is determined to be subject to 
Sl'('t1on 4(fl(4) or section 203(c). all po· 
Iitlcol units that hold elections \\ithln 
t hat political subdlv;,;!on (e.g .. cities. 
~("hool dlstricts) are subject :0 the 
same requirements as the PJ~itical 
subdivision, 

§ ~Ij.l 0 Types of elections Co\·ered. 

(n) GeneraL The language prortslons 
of the Act apply to registration for 
and voting in any type of election. 
whether It Is a primary. general ur spe· 
rlal election. Section 14(c)(1). ThIs In· 
c1u~tcs electiOns of officers as -;~ll as 
elt'Ctions regarding such matters as 
boud Issues. constitutional "",end· 
ml'uts and referendums. Federal State 
and local elections are covered as are 
el('('tions of special districts. SlIch as 
Sdl001 districts and water dlstric'S. 

{b) Elections·joT statewide ofice. If 
an rlection conducted by a COlmty reo 
latrs to Federal or State om""s or 
i$S\l('S as well as county offi...ooes or 
I .. urs. a county subject to the billn· 
gu~ reQuirements must insure c\Jmpll­
anre with those requirements lrith re. 
.,,<'('t to all aspects of the election. I.e .. 
the minority language material ""d as· 
sistance must deal with the Federal 
1\11.1 State offices or Issues as .. ,,11 as 
county orrIces or Issues. 

(c) Multt·countll districts. Rep.rdlng 
.1<'('t1ons for an office repre. .. ntIng 
nl('lre than one county. e.g., State legis-

• In addition. a jurisdiction covert''': under 
$(\,"(10n 203(c) but not under sectloo 4({)(4) 
l!; .f.ubJect to the Act's speclal provisj"DS if it 
\\'$.S ,""Q\'cred under section 4<b) prio: ~ the 
19-rS Amendments to the Act. 
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§ 55.11 

lative dlstrlcts and special, districts 
that Include portions of two or more 
counties. the bilingUal requirements 
are applicable 'on a courity·by-county 
basis. Thus. minority language materl· 
aI and assistance need not be provided 
by the government In counties not 
subject to the bilingual requirements 
of the Act. 

Subpart 'C-Determlnlng the Exact 
Language 

§ 55.11 General. 
The requirements of section 4(f)(4) 

or'sectlon 203(c) apply with respect to 
the languages of language minority 
groups. The applicable groups are Indl· 
cated In the detennlnations of the At· 
torney General or the Director of the 
Census. This subpart relates to the 
view of the Attorney General concern­
Ing, the determination by covered Ju­
rtsdlctions of precisely the language to 
be employed In enforcing the Act. the 
Attorney General will consider wheth· 
er the languages. forms of languages, 
or dialects chosen by covered Jurlsdlc-

, tlons' for' uSe In the electoral process 
, enable' members of applicable Ian· 
guage minority groups to participate 
effectively In the electoral process, It 
Is the responsibility of covered Juris­
dictions to detennlne what languages, 
forms of languages. or dialects will be 
effective, For those Jurisdictions cov­
ered under section 203(c), the coverage 
detennlnatlon (indicated In the Ap· 
pendlx) specifies the particular lan­
guage for which the Jurisdiction was 
covered and which thus, under section 
203(c), Is required to be used, 

IOrder 655-76, 41 FR 29998, July 20, 1976, 
as amended by Order 1246-87. 53 Fa 736. 
Jan. 12, 1988) 

§ 55.12 Language used for written materi· 
al. 

(a) Language minority groups 
having more than one language. Some 
language minority groups, for exam· 
pie, Filipino Americans, have more 
than one language other than English. 
A Jurisdiction required to provide elec­
tion materials fu the language of such 
a group need not provide materials in 
more than one language other than 
English. The' Attorney General will 

': .. .. . '. -:'. 
..... :.-:.-

. . ". -,,' :.:' :";:." .. ,.;. .."::- ..: ... ; .. 
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consider whether the language that Is 
used for election materials Is the one 
most widely used by the Jurisdiction's 
voting-age citizens who are members 
of the language minority group, 

(b) Languages with more than one 
written form. Some languageS, for ex­
ample, Japanese. have more than one 
written fonn. A Jurisdiction required 
to provide election materials In such a 
language need not provide more than 
one version, The Attorney General 
will,' Consider whether the ps.rtlcular 
version of the language that Is used 
for' election materials Is the one most 
widely used by the Jurisdiction's 

. voting-age citizens who are members' 
of the language minority group. 

(c) Unwritten languages. Many of 
the languages used by language minor­
Ity groups, for example, by some 
American Indians and Alaskan Na­
tives, are unwritten. With respect to 
any ,such language, only oral 'assist­
ance and publicity are required. Even 
though a written form for a 'language 
may' exist. a language may be consid· 
ered unwritten If It Is not commonly 
used In a written form. It Is the reo 
sponslblllty of the covered Jurisdiction 
to determine whether a language 
should be considered written or un­
written. ' 

" 

II 55.13 Language used for oral assistance 
, and pUblicity. 

{a) Languages with more than one 
dialec~ Some languages, for example, 
Chinese, have several dialects. Where 
a 'Jurisdiction Is obligated to provide 
oral assistance In such a language, the 
Jurisdiction's obligation Is to ascertain 
the dialects that are commonly used 
by 'members of the applicable Ian· 
guage minority group In the Jurisdic­
tion and to provide oral assistance, In 
such dialects. (See § 55.20,) 

(b) ,Language minority groups 
having more than one language.' In 
SOme jurisdictions members of an ap­
plicable language minority group 
speak more than one language other 
than English, Where a jurisdiction Is 
obligated to provide oral assistance In 
the language of such a group pursuant 
to section 4(0(4), the Jurisdiction's ob­
ligation is to ascertain the languages 
that are commonly used' by members 
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of that group In the jurisdiction and 
to provide oral assistance In such lan­
guages_ (See § 55.20) 

[Order 655-76. 41 FR 29998, July 20, 1976, 
as amended by Order 1246-87. 53 FR 736. 
Jan. 12, 19881 

Subpart D-Mlnority Language 
Materials and A .. lstance 

§ 55.14 General. 
(a) This subpart sets forth the views 

of the Attorney General with respect 
to the requirements of section 4(0(4) 
and section 203(c) concerning the pro­
vision of minority language materials 
and assistance and some of the factors 
that the Attorney General will consid­
er In carrying out his responsibilities 
to enforce section 4(0(4) and section 
203(c). Through the use of his author­
Ity under section 5 and his authority 
to bring suits to enforce section 4(f)(4) 
and section 203(c), the Attorney Gen­
eral will seek to prevent or remedy dis­
crimination against members of lan­
guage minority groups based on the 
fallure to use the applicable minority 
language In the electoral process; The 
Attorney General also has the respon-

'. slbillty to defend against suits brought 
for the termination of coverage under 
section 4(f)(4) and section 203(c). 

(b) In discharging these responsibil­
Itles. the Attorney General will re­
spond to complaints received, conduct 
on his own Initiative inquiries and sur­
veys concerning compliance, and un­
dertake other enforcement activities. 

(c) It Is the responsibility of the ju­
rlsdlctlon' to determine what actions. 
by It are required for compliance with 
the requirements of section 4(f)(4) and 
section 203(c) and to carry out these 
actions. 

g 55.15 Affecled activities. 
The requirements of sections 4(0(4) 

and 203(c) apply with regard to the 
provision of "any registration or 
voting notices, forms, Instructions, as­
sistance. or other materials or infor· 
matlon relating to the electoral proc­
ess, Including ballots." The basic pur­
pose of these requirements Is to allow 
members of applicable language mi­
nority groups to be effectively In­
formed of and participate effectively 

§ 55,18 

In votlng-connected activities. Accord­
Ingly, the quoted language should be 
broadly construed to apply to all 
stages of the electoral. process, from 
voter registration through activities 
related to conducting elections, Includ­
Ing, for example the IssUance, at any 
time during the year, of notifications, 
announcements. or other information­
al materials concerning the opportuni­
ty to register, the deadline for voter 
registration, the time, places and sub­
jeCt matters of elections, and the ab­
sentee voting process. 

§ 55.16 Standards and proof of compli­
ance. 

Compliance with the requirements 
of section 4(f)(4) and section 203(c) Is 
best measured by results. A jurisdic­
tion Is more likely to achieve compli­
ance with these requirements If It has 
worked with the cooperation of and to 
the satisfaction of organizations repre­
senting members of the applicable lan­
guage minority group, In planning Its 
compliance with section 4(f)(4) or sec­
tion 203(c), a jurisdiction may, where 
alternative methods of compliance are 
available, use less costly methods If 
they are equivalent to more costly 
methods In their effectiveness. 

g 55.17 Targeting. 

The term "targeting" Is commonly 
used In discussions of the require­
ments of section 4(f)(4) and section 
203(c), "Targeting" refers to a system 
In Which the minority language mate­
rials or assistance required by the Act 
are provided to less than all persons or 
registered voters. It Is the view of the. 
Attorney General that a targeting 
system will normally fulfill the Act's 
minority language requirements If It Is 
designed and implemented In such a 
way that language minority group 
members who need minorlt.y language 
materials and assistance receive them. 

§ 55.18 Provision of minority language 
materials and assistance. , 

(a) Materials provided by maiL If 
materials provided by mall (or by some 
comparable form of distribution) gen· 
erally to residents or registered voters 
are not all provided In the applicable 
minority language, the Attorney Gen· 

833 

.... 

..' . ,~:~ .' ',' . '" .-.. ". 

'. ' ~ .. ' 
" ...... . 

..... 

'. ~ '. : 

~-:";, .. ; 

: '.' 

t· '. .... : .. : . -. " 

I " - '. 

,'-- • '., < • . -'. . : - ,. ~ . 
. ! -.' '. ~. 

r . 
j 

! 

'. ". 

.... -: . 
. ..... 

. .... 

.... 

-. '.. '- '. 

. " :: "- '. -. -, .... 

.-... 
'." . .: ' ... 

. ; .,,::;": 

: .. 

. ·:,>;":,<~~;~·5i~~;':"\~1-:;i;!~'~.,~~;\.~:,,~;;\,,;\:,~l!,{J:;;·.~~;;~~~·':i~~;·!i~.~::~~~~~~·f~h~:,;~~-:>;~¥;~;:d;!;·.,;~~i)~·:':/:.~:~;:'~.i'~fi,~{;~:r";;;i~~~~~j.;;ir,S:, 
.' .,": \~,;' : ." ..", <.: . :,' .-.:.> :.>_:::-;. ;c;j.\:»,·,: >./··;:r,":C;··'.<)'[;· ~/\>j~~;,.,;.:t.; :';< :/,-.;:: .. :; 



"": ,~';;'~."?::>:. :.~:~~.i}i~··l::~.~l:;;~:::,~ {:.:~~: ... :.~ : ; :.~".': -;.~ ~~\ ::. ~~':.;';-; ':'~.'~ .. .'.,~ .• :..;. ',,:, ~;~~: 
., , 

.•.. .." ... ~ .. ;,.'. 
" .... 

§ 55.19 

. ''-'" ,'. 

eral will consider whether an effective 
targeting system has been developed. 
For example. a separate malllng of 
materials In the minority language to 
persons who are Ilkely to need them or 
to residents of, neighborhoods in 
Which such a need Is Ilkely to exist, 
supplemented by a notice of the avail· 
ablllty ot minority language materials 
in the general malllng (in Engllsh and 
In the appllcable minority language) 
and by other publlclty regarding the 
avallablllty of such materials may be 
sufficient. 

(b) Public notices, The Attorney 
General will consider whether publlc 
notices and announcements of elector· 
aI activities are handled In a manner 
that provides members of the appllca­
ble language minority group an effec­
tive opportunity to be informed about 
electoral activities. 

(c) Regtstratio7L The Attorney Gen­
eral will consider whether the registra­
tion'system is conducted in such a way 
that members of the appllcable lan­
guage minority group have an effec­
tive opportunity to register. One 
method ot accompllshlng this Is to 
provide, In the appllcable' minority 
language. all notices, forms and other 
materials provided to potential regis­
trants and to have only blllngual per­
sons as registrars. Effective results 
may also be obtained. for example, 
through the use of deputy registrars 
who are members of the appllcable 
language minority group and the use 
of decentralized places of registration, 
with minority language materials 
available at places where persons who 
need them are most Ilkely to come to 
register. 

(d) Polltnll place' activities. The At­
torney General w!ll consider whether 
polling place activities are conducted 
in such a way that members of the ap­
plicable language minority group have 
an effective opportunity to vote. One 
method of accomplishing this Is to 
provide all notices. Instructions, bal­
lots. and other pertinent materials and 
oral assistance in the applicable mi· 
nority language. If very few of the reg­
istered voters scheduled to vote at a 
particular polling place need minority 
language materials or assistance. the 
Attorney General will consider wheth· 
er an alternative system enabling 
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those few to cast effective ballots Is 
available. 

(e) PublicitV. The Attorney General 
w!ll consider whether a covered juris­
diction has taken appropriate steps to 
publlclze the availability of materials 
and assistance in the minOrity lan­
guage. Such steps may Include the dis­

. play of appropriate notices, in the mi­
nority language. at voter registration 
offices. polling places. etc .• the making 
of announcements over minority Ian· 
guage radio or television stations. the 
publlcation ot notices in minority lan­
guage newspapers, and direct contact 
with language minority group organi­
zations. 

[Order No. 655-76. 41 FR 29998, July 20, 
1976, as amended by Order No. 733-77. 42 
FR 35970, July 13, 1977] 

§ 55.19 Written materials. 
(a) Types 0/ materta18. It Is the obli­

gation of the Jurisdiction to decide 
what materials must be provided in a 
minority Janguage. A JUrIsdiction re­
quired to provide minority language 
materials Is only required to publlsh in 
the language of the applicable lan­
guage minority group materials dis­
tributed to or provided for the use of 
the electorate generally. Such materi­
als include. for example. ballots. 
sample ballots, lntormationaJ materi­
als, and petitions. 

(b) AccurtlCv. completeness_ It Is es­
sential that material provided in the 
language of a language minority group 
be clear, complete and accurate. In ex­
amining whether a Jurisdiction has 
achieved compliance with this require­
ment. the Attorney General will con­
sider whether the Jurisdiction has con­
sulted with members of the applicable 
language minority group with respect 
to the translation of materials. 

(c) Ballots. The Attorney General 
will consider whether a Jurisdiction 
provides the English and minOrity lan­
guage versions on the same document. 
Lack of such bilingual preparation of 
ballots may give rise to the posslblllty. 
or to the appearance, that the secrecy 
of the ballot will be lost If a separate 
minority language ballot or voting ma­
chine Is used. 

(d) Voting machines. Where voting 
machines that cannot mechanically 
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accorrunodate a ballot In English and 
In the applicable minority language 
are used, the Attorney General will 
consider whether the Jurisdiction pro­
vides sample ballots for use In the 
polling' booth& Where such sample 
ballots are used the Attorney General 
will consider whether they contain a 
complete and accurate translation of 
the English ballots, and whether they 
contain or are accompanied by Instruc­
tions In the minority language ex­
plalnlng the operation of the voting 
machine. The Attorney General will 
also consider whether the sample bal­
lots are displayed so that they are 
clearly visible and at the same level as 
the machine ballot on the inside of 
the polling booth, whether the sample 
ballots are Identical In layout to the 
machine ballots, and whether their 
size and typeface are the same as' that 
appearing on the machine ballots. 
Where space limitations preclude af· 
fixing the translated sample ballots to 
the inside of polling booths, the Attor­
ney General will consider whether lan­
guage mlnorlty group voters are al­

. lowed to take the sample ballots Into 
. the voting booths. . . 

g 55.20 Oral assistance and publicity. 
(a) GeneraL Announcements, public­

Ity, and assistance should be given In 
oral form to the extent needed to 
enable members of the applicable lan­
guage minority group to participate ef­
fectively In the electoral process. 

(b) Assistance. The Attorney Gener­
al will consider whether a Jurisdiction 
has given sufficient attention to the 
needs of language mlnorlty grOUP 
members who cannot effectively read 
either Engllsh or the applicable mlnor­
Ity language and to the needs of mem­
bers of language mlnorlty groups 
whose languages are unwritten. 

(c) Helpers. With respect to the con­
duct of elections, the Jurisdiction will 
need to determlne the' number of help· 
ers (I.e., persons to provide oral assist­
ance In the minority language) that 
must be provided. In evaluating the 
provision of assistance, the Attorney 
General will consider such facts as the 
number of a precinct's registered 
voters who are members of the appli­
cable language minority group, the 
number of such persons who are not 
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§ 55,24 

proficient In English, and. the ability 
of a voter to be assisted by a person of 
his own choice. The basic standard Is 
one of effectiveness. 

g 55.21 Record keeping. 
The Attorney General's Implementa· 

tlon of the Act's provisions concemng 
language minority groups would be fa­
cilitated If each covered Jurisdiction 
would maintain such records and data 
as will document Its actions under 
those provisions, including, for exam­
ple, records on such matters as alter­
natives considered prior to taking such 
actions, and the reasons for choosing 
the actions finally taken. 

Subpart E-Preclearance 

§ 55.22 Requirements of section 5 of the 
AcL 

For many Jurisdictions, changes In 
voting laws and practices will be neces­
sary In order to comply with section 
4(f)(4) or section 203(c). If a JurIsdlc­
tlon Is subject to the preclearance re­
quirements of section 5 (see § 55.8(bll, 
such changes must either be submit­
ted to the Attorney General or be 
made the subject of a declaratory 
Judgment action In the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Columbia. 
Procedures for the administration of 
section 5 are set forth In part 51 of 
this chapter. 

Subpart F-Sandlons 

§ 55.23 Enfol"Cement by the Attorney Gen· 
era). . 

(a) The Attorney General Is author· 
lzed to bring civil actions for appropri­
ate relief against violations' of the 
Act's provisions, including section 4 
and seCtion 203. See sections 12(d) and 
204. 

(b) Also, certain violations may be 
subject to criminal sanctions. See sec· 
tlons l1<a)-(c) and 205. 

Subpart G-Comment on This Part 

§ 55.24 Procedure. 

These guidelines may be modified 
from time to time on the basis of expe­
rience under the Act and comments re-

.. ,' 
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celved from Interested parties. The At­
torney General therefore invites 
public comments and suggestions on 
these guidelines. Any party who 
wishes to make such suggestions or 

28 CFR Ch. I (7-1-92 Edition) 

comments· may do so by sending them 
to: Assistant Attorney General, CIvil 
Rights Division, Department of Jus-. 
tice, Washington, DC 20530. 

ApPENDIX TO PART 55--JURISOICTIONS CoVERED UNDER SECS. 4(1)(4) AND 203(c) OF THE VOTING 

RIGHTS ACT OF 1965, AS AMENDED 

[ApprICllble language minority group(s)1 

Coverage under sec:. 4(0(4) I 

Alaska __ • ______ . __ ._._. __ .••. ___ . Alaskan Natives (statewide) _ •• ___ • __ • 

B.lhef Census N.a .......... _..:.. ............... ............ _ .................. :. ....•.................... _ ...... _ .. Alaskan Natives (Eskimo). 
0iIIIngham Census Ar .. _ ...... _._._._ .......• _._ ..... _ ........ _ ..•. _ ..•. _ ....•... _._ ..•.....•.. __ .•. Alaskan Natives (Eskimo). 
Kobuk Census N.a. _____ ._. __ . . __ .... __ ... _ ..... __ ._._ .. _ ... _ .......... _ ... _ ........ Alaskan Natives (Eskimo). 

Nome Census Area ..... _ ............ __ ......... _ ...... _ ... _ ... _ ... _ ....................... _ .. _ ............. _. Alaskan Natives (Eskimo). 
North Slope Borough ._._._ .... __ ....... _ .. _._. ___ ._ ................. _ ....... _ .... _ .•. _._ ......... _.. Alaskan Nativot (EskImo). 
Wade Hampton Census Area ................ _ .... _._ .... __ .. _. __ .... _ .................. _. __ ._ Alaskan Natives (Eskimo). 
Yukon-l<oyukuI( Census Area ....... _.... .. ....................................... _ ....... _ ........... __ •. American Indian (Athapascan). 

Arlzona ............. ____ •• _ .... __ ...... _._ ...... Spanish heritage (statewide) .......... __ ... _ 

Apache County ..... ___ ._. ___ .............. _ Atnerican Indian. .... ., ............... _ ........ _ .• _._ American In(flan (Navajo). 
Cochise County _ ... __ ... _._ ............ _ ........ _ .... _ ... __ • __ ....... ____ .... __ ._ ..................... _ Spanish heritage. 
Coconino County ..... _ ......... _._ ...... _ ....... American Indian.. ___ ...... _ ..... _ ...... _._ .. _. American Indian (Navato). 
Graham County ..... _ .. _ •. _ ................ _ ............ _ .. _ .............. _. __ ...... _ .. _ .. _ .................. Spanish heritage. 
Greenlee County __ ... __ ._. _____ , .. __ .... _ ... __ ....... __ .... _._ .................... _._ .......... Spanish hefitage. 
Navato County _ .. -_. __ .•. __ .... _ .. _. American Indian ... ___ ... _ ..... _. __ ..... American Indian (NavaJo). 
Pinal County_ .... _ .. ___ ._ ...... _._ .... American Indian .•. _._._._ ...... _ ............. _._.~ Spanish heritage. 
SanIa Cna Caunty_._ ... _ ........ _ ... _ ........ _ ...... __ ._ ...... _ .. _ .. _ ... _._ ........ _ .. _._ .. __ .. Spanish_. 
Yuma County ____ .. __ .. __ ._ .• _ .. _. ______ . __ .. __ ...... _ •. _ ..... __ ._ ....... heriIage. 

C8lIfomi&: 
Fresno County .......................... ...................... ................................................ Spanish heritage. 
Imperial County. ___ ......... __ .. _ .... _ .... __ ............... ___ .... _ ........ _ ... _._ ... __ .. ___ Spanish heritage. 
Kern County ._ .. _ . ..:. ... _._ ...... _ ... _ .. _ ... _ ................ __ ._ ... _ .... _ ....... __ ._ .•. _ ...... __ ._... Spanish heritage. 
Kings County .......... _._ .. _ ............ _ ....... Spanish heritage .... _ ................................. Spanish heritage. 
Madera County .. __ ._ ...... __ .......... _ ................................ __ ........... _ ....... __ ...... _ ... _ ... Spanish heritage. 
Merced County ._._._ .... ___ ...... Spanish heritage ...... __ ........ __ •• _ ...... _._... . 
San ...... COUnIy. ____ : •. _._._._._ •. __ . ___ ._ ............ _ .. _ ..... __ ._._ .. ___ ._ Spanish ........ . 

~= =:.=:::~~_-::~~:~~_~:::~::= .S;;;;h.~ri~;.:~~~-:-.:::::::~~::::::=:~:~: Spanish heritage. 

ColoradO: 
_ COUnIy _._. __ ._ ... _ ............ _ ... ___ .... _ ...... __ .. __ ... _ .• __ ............ _ .. _ .• _ .•.. _. Spanish horiIage. 
Archuleta County __ ._._._ ............................. _ .. _ ......... _ ..... _ ................ _ ... _ ....... _ ... _ SpanIsh heritage. 
Bent County .. _._ .. _ .• _ ........ _ ...... _ ............. _ ............ ___ .......... _ ......... __ ............ _._ .• SpanIsh heritage. 
Conejos County ___ ................................. _ ....................... _ .............. _ .... _ ............ _. __ Spanish heritage. 
Costilla COUnty .. __ ... _ .•. ____ ._ .............. _ .................... : ........... _ .... _._ .................. _._ ... SpanIsh herftaoe. 
Huerfano County ............. _ ......................... _................. ............................ .. ......... _ ... Spanish heritage. 
Us Animas County._ ........ _ .. _ ..... __ .... _ ...... __ ............ _ ... _ ....... _._ ...... _ ....... _ ... __ . Spanish heritage. 
~ero County. ___ .... __ ... _._ .... _ ... _ ..... _ .......... _ .... _ ...... __ ...... __ ....... _ .......... ___ ... Spanish heritage. 

Pueblo County .......... _ ............................... _......... .. .......... _ .......................... Spanish heritage.' 
Rio Grande County ...... _ ...... __ ._ ....... _ ...................... _ ... _ ...... __ ...... _ ...... _ .. ___ ..... _. Sparish heritage. 
Saguache County .................... _ ........................................ Spanish heritage. 

ConnecIicut 

Fairfield County: Bridgeport Town ..... . 
Hartford County. Hartford Town .. __ .... . 

Aoricta: 

Cottier County .... _ .. _.. Spanish heritage .................................. . 

Spanish heritage. 
Spanish heritaoe· 

Dade County ............... _... . .............. _ ........... _._ .......... _.................. Spanish heritage. 
Hardee County ........ _ ....... _ ............ _....... Spanish heritage. Spanish heritage. 
Hendry County ........... _ ..... _ ......... _ ...... Spanish heritage ._ ................ .. 
HillsborOugh County ......... _ .................... Spanish heritage ..... _ .... .. 
M,?""OO County.... Spanish heritage ...... _ ............ . 

Hawaii: 

Hawaii County ..... _ ..... .. .. .................. Asian American (Japanese). 
Kauai County .................... _ ............... .. .. ......... _................. .. ... Asian American (Japanese). 
Maul County ......................... . Asian American (Japanese). 
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APPENDIX TO PART 55-JURISOICTIONS COVERED UNDER Sees. 4(f)(4) 'AND 203(c) OF THE Y'OTmG 
RIGHTS ACT OF 1965, AS AME"'OE~ntinued . 

[Applicabfe language rrinorlty QfOI.4l(sJ) 

Coverage under soc. "I'l(") I CoYerage under sec. 203(c) • 

Idaho, 
MinicI.:'JI<a County_ .. _ ..•.. ___ ._._._ .. _._ . Spanish heritage. ...... """""" 
Esscn. County: Lawraoce City ..•.•.......... _. ____ .. __ . __ •.. _ .... __ ... _ ....•.. _ .•..•....•..... _. Spanish heritage. 
Hamp.;en Coun1y: Holyoke City . __ ._. ._ .. __ .. ___ .. _._ .. _._ •... _ •. ___ .•.. _ .. _ .. Spanish heritage. 
Suffoa. County. 0MrIsea City _ •••• _. • _________ •• ___ •••• _ •• _ •••••••• _. ____ Spanish heritage. ----""""" Oy:r.t Township _._._ ..•.... _. __ .•..•.. _ Spanlsh heritage _ ........ _ .•..•.••..•••.. _ .•......... Spanish heritage. 

FemviIkr Crty __ • ____ .... _ ..• _ •.• __ • ___ . ____ ._. __ ._._ •..•.•..•.•. Spanish heritaQe. 

"-""""" G<ant T __ . . .. ___ •.. _._.......................... ......_. 
Sagir .... County: 

Bur\I VISta Township._ ... __ ._ ...••...• $panisl'1 heritage ........ _ .............. _ .•.• _ ..• _ . 

........ "" 
Roseb..IcI ~_ •• __ ... _._ .......... __ .• _ .. _. __ ••• _. __ • __ • __ ... _ .. _ .. __ .. _ ... _._ ..... American lndian (Cheyenne). 

New Jerwy: 
Hudscn County . __ .. __ .. _._ ..... ' __ . __ .... _. __ ... _._. ___ . __ ... _ .... _. ___ ........ Spanish heritage. 
Pas..c County ___ .. ___ ._ ... _. ______ . __ .. _ .... _ ..... _. __ .. _. ___ ....... Spanish heritage. 

New u.. .. 'Co: 
a.tnaIilo County • ____ . __ .•. __ . . .... __ ....... _ ......... _ ....... _ ................... -. a.a.a """'" . _____ • . __ ._._ ... _ .. _ ... _ ................. Spa"""_. 
Cibolo """"'" _____ ._. ____ . ___ .... _ ... __ . __ .... __ ..... _ AInerican Ind'IIlA (K1IJtlS8I\). SpanIsh' herit· .... 
CoH&J. County __ ._ ... :_ ...... __ .... ____ ._. ___ . __ ._. __ .. _ .. _ ........ _._. S9anI$h heritage. 
00 ..,. Coun."y • __ ._ •••••••••••••••••••• __ • ___ •••• _ •••••••••••••••••••••••••• _ ....... _. 
eron. ...... County._ .. _ ... ___ ... _ .. __ ... _. ___ .... _._ .... _._._ ... _ ........ __ ._ ........ Spanish heritage. 
Eddy C~ty ___ .......... _ .. _ .. _._ .. _ .. .... _ ................................................................. Spani$h heritage. 
G<ant """",_._._. __ ._ .. _ ._ •• _._ ............................................... _ .. . 
Guad.l)Jpe County .. ___ . __ .. _ .. _ .... _ .. __ ." .. _ .. _. __ ........................... _ ............ Spanish heritage. 
HartJiroi;: Coun~· ._ ................................................ _._ ................................... _................. Spanish heritage. 
Hida~ County .. __ . __ .... __ ... _ ... _ .... _ .. _ ... __ ..... _._. ____ ... _ ... _ ...... _ ........... _ ...... Spanish hetItago . ..-"""'" -_ .. _._ ........... _. __ .• _ .. _ .................. _ ........................ -. 
Luna Ccun1y ____ .. __ .•.•. _. ____ .•.• _ •• _ .................................. _. 
McKinify County ___ .... _...: ___ ......... ___ " ......... _._ ...... _ ...................... _ ........ American Indian (Navajo). 
Mota County _._ .. __ .. __ ._ .......... _ ....... __ ._ ..... _ ...... _ .......... _ ... _ .......................... Spanish heritage. 
Quay County __ .. _ ........... _._ ......................... _ .. _._ ... _ .. _....................................... Spanish heritage. 
Rio Antla County_ .. _ .... _ ......... _ .............. " ... __ .. __ .... _ .. _._ .. _._._._ ........... _ ......... Spanish heritage. 
RooseweIt eo...,ty .... _ .. _ ........ _ .................... ___ .... _ ..... _ ............... _ ...... _ ................... Spanish heritage. 
Sandoval County _ .. _._ ... ____ ....................... _ ...... _._ ... _ .. : ...... __ ...................... American indian (Keresan). Spanish herit· .... 
San JuIrI Ccu-ltr __ ............. _ ........ _ ...................... _._. __ ._ ....... _ ... _ .......................... American Indian (Navajo). 
San U"9J'8I County._ ........ _ ... _. __ ....... ___ .... _._ .. _. __ : ..... _ ................... _ ....... Spanish heritage. 
Santa ;. County __ .. __ . ____ ... _._ _ ......... __ ....... _._ .. ___ ... _ ................... _ ...... Spanish heritage. 
5oc:ofTo CotInty_. _____ ._ ... _. __ .. _____ ... __ ....... _ .. _ ................. American Indian (Navajo). SpanIsh heritage. 
Taos Co:lunt)' ___ • ___ .. __ ... _ •• _ ..... _._ .. _ ....... _ ................. ___ ................. Spanish heritage. 
Torr.r..~ Coun:y ___ ._ ... _._._ .. _ .... _ ._. __ ............. __ .. _ ....... ~ ............. _ ................ Spanish heritage. 
Valencia Coun:y .. _ ... ___ .. _. ______ ._ .. _ ........... _ ... _. __ ..... _ .. _ ..... _ ........... _ ...... _ ... _ Spanish heritag.8. _.'"'" &on>< Ccun1y ___ ._._. __ . __ ._ Spanish heritage _ .. _._ .. _ .............. _ ...... _ Spanish heritage. 

"""" Ccun1y---•• ~--.-•• - - •. _ ..•.••.•.•...•..•.•.•......• Spa"""-. 
New Yor1!. County ___ .. ___ . ____ ._ . __ ... _ ..... _ ........... _ ........ _ .......... _. __ ........ Spanl$h heritage. 

North~: 

Jacks,::., Coun:y ._ ...... __ ....................... American Indian. .. _ ............... _ ... _ .......... _ .. 

North Dalota: 
Rollin. County ___ ._ ......... __ .. _ ... _._. _ .... _._ ...... ____ ._._ .. _ ..... " .. __ ......... AmIIrican Indian (Cree). 
SiouI; C;:Iunty._._. __ ........ _ ......... _ .. _ ••• _ ............. __ .... _ ...... _ .• _ ........ _ ......... _ ...... " ... American Indian (Dakota). 

0i<Jah0mE 
Adair c... ........ ty ._. __ 

South ~ta: 
Buffalo County __ . ___ .. _. ___ ... . 
Oewe,' County ___ .. _ ... _. ____ ................ _ .. --... - .. _ ... _ ... __ ............ _ ... _ ....... . 
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American Ind'lan (Cherokee). 

American Indian (Dakota). 
American Indian (Dakota). 
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ApPENDIX TO PART 55-JURISDlcnONS CovERED UNDER SECS. 4(n(4) AND 203(c) OF THE VOTING 
RIGHTS AcT OF 1965. AS AMENDEo-Continued 

[Applicable language ri'KIrtty grot4){s)] 

J'- Coverage under sec. "(r){") I Covetaga under sec. 203(c) • 

Shannon County •....•..• _._ ...............••.. , .. AmeriCan Indian.: __ ................................ American Indian (Dakota). 
Todd County .... _ .•...•. _ .................... _ .•. AmerIcan Indian .•. _ •. _ ..•. _ ............ _ ....... American Indian (Dakota). 

Texa ••. _ ..•..•..• __ ....• _ .... _ .•. __ M __ •••••••• Spanish heritage (statewide) _._ ....... _._ . 

........ County ---------------_._---------- . __ ._------------_._._----------_._-_._--_._----_.------ ""''''--
Aransas County ....... _ ... _ ................................... ~ .•...... ~ .•..•. _ ........ ~ ........ _ .•... _ .... _._. Spanish heritage. 
Atascosa County ._ ......................... ~ .................. _ ........ _ ........................................ _._ Spanish heritage . 

.. .., County------_.--_ •. _--_._--------------- ------_._---------------_._--------------------------- ........ --
Bee County .... _. __ ... _._ .............. ___ .. ..._ .• _~ __ .......... __ .•• _ .................. _ ...•..... _. Spanish heriUlge. 
..... County --_.-..... _._ ................. _---- ------.-._._- --_._------_._---_._------------ ........ --
Brewster County .......... _ ............... _ ..... _. __ ....... _ •• _ ••• _ ••••• _ •.•• _ ••••• _ ........... _. Spanish heritage. 
Briscoe County .......................................... _.~ ...•.•• ~.~ ...... ~ .... ~ ........... _ ..................... Spanish heritage. 
BrOOkt County ..• _ .... _._ ................................. ~ .... , ....... _~ ........ _ ................................. Spanish heritage. 
C&ldweU .County .. __ - ....... _ •... ~.~ ... - .• _ ........... _ .•. ___ .•.... __ .•.•. _ ..•.... _ .•.... __ .. Spanish heritage. Calhoun County _______ ._ .. _____ . __________________ • _____________ • ________________ • ______________ Spanbh __ 

CaIneron County ..... __ ................................. ~ .......................... __ ....... _ ....................... SpanIsh heritage. 
castro County ........ _._ .•. _ ....................... _ .................. _ ...... _ ...... _._ ...... _ .•. _ .... _ ........ SpanIsh heritage. 
Cochran County ._ ...• __ .......... _ ... _ ...... _ ................... _ .•.•..• _ ................... _ .•. _.... Spanish heritage. 
Comal County _ .• _ .•. _ ....... _._ .................................................................. ~ ..... _ ...... _ Spanish hetIta:Qe. 
Concho Cota'Ity~ •.. ~._._ ..•..•. __ .............. ~ ......................... _.~._._._.:_ .•.•.•.•.. __ .... _. Spanish heritage. 
Cottle County _ .• ___ •..•. __ ......... _ ..••. _ .•. _ ......... _ .•.•. _._ .• _ ..•. _._ ....... _ .•. _ ...... __ Spanish heritage. 
erane County_ ...... __ ._ ................. __ ...... ~._ ........ _ .•.. _ .• ~ •.. _ •. _ .•. _ •...•.... ~_ .•• _. Spanish heritage. C<ocko11 County ________ • ____ • ____ • _______________________________________________ • _____ ""'''' __ 
Crosby County ._. ____ • ___________________ • ____ •••. __________ • ____ • _______ • ___________________ ........ __ 

~ County------------------- ------------------------------------- ........ _-Da-..on County ________________ • ___ .... _ •. ________ • _____________ .____________________ ........ _. 
Ceat SmIIh County _____________ •• __ • ___ ..... ____ . __ . ___ •. ___________ ........ __ 

De Witt County ._ ..•. __ ~ ........ _ ... __ ..... _. __ ._ •. _ •. _ ... __ .•..••....•... _ .................. _ .. Spanish heritage. 
Dickens County. ___ ..•. _ ......••...• _ ..... _ •.• __ .. _._ .•. _. _____ . __ ...... __ ._ .. __ ._ .• Spanish heritage. 
0inYnit County _ •. _. __ .••. _ •. ____ .•.•.•. _ •. _ .. _ ..•.•... __ ._ .• _ .. M._ ................... __ Spanish heritage. DuvoJ County. ___________ ••.•. _._. _____________________________ .. ________________ ........ __ 

Ector County .............. _._ ....... _ ... __ ........• __ ............... _ .. _ ....................... _................. Spanish heritage. 

~~:,. =.:::::::::::::::::=::::::: =:::~::::::::::::::::::::::~~:::::~~::~~::::.-:.. == =::: 
Fisher County .... __ ._ .................. _ ..•. _ ................ _ ........ _ ...... _ .•. _._._ •..•.••• _ ..•.•..•.. _ .... SpanIsh heritage. """" County _______ • _________________________________________________________________________ ._ ........ hori .... _ 

Fort Bend County .... __ .. _._._ ........... _ ••. _ .•..•.........•. ~ ..... ___ ._._ .................. _ .... _ ... Spanish heritage. Frio County_ •• ________________ ._ .. ____ • _________ • _________ • _______ • ___ • ______________ ........ __ 
au- County ___________ • ________________ ._. _______________________ ........ __ 

Garza County •••.•...• _ ........................... _ ..•....•....•.•.•..• _ ... _ .•.. _._ ..•.•.•..•..•. _ ...•..•. _ .•. Spanish heritage. 
GolIad Cou'1ty •• _ .......... _ •••••••••••• _ ... ~., ••• _ •••••••••••.. _._ ........... __ ._ •• _ .... ~ __ ..... _._. Spanish heritage. 
GonzaIe. County ... __ •.. __ .•. _ ................ ____ ..................... _. __ .•. _ .......... _ ......... _ ... SpanIsh heritage. 
Guadalupe County .......... _ .. _ ........................... __ .•. ~ ... ~ .. _ •. ~. ___ ._._~~ ........... ~_ ... Spanish heritage. 
Hale County ____ .. _. _____ •• ______ ._____________ _ ________________________________________________________________ Spa"""_. 
Hall County ..• _ ...... _ .. _._ .................................... _ ........ _ .................. _ .... _................. Spanish heritage. 
Hasken County ........................................... __ .•.........•.......• _ .............................. _ ...... Spanish heritage. 
Hays County .......... _ .................... _ .... __ ..... __ ~ ... _ ...... _~ ... _ .. __ •. _ .......... __ ..... _ .• Spanish heritage. 
HidalgO County ............. _.... . Spanish heritage. 

- County ---_._--,------------------_.- -----------_._----------------------------------------------- ........ --
Howard County .'_' __ " __ ."_'_' __ '_'" •. _ ................... _ ...... _._ ..... _ ......................... Spanish heritage, 
Hudsp8th County ........ ~ .......................... _..... ...................................... Spanish heritage. 
Irion County •. __ ..... __ .... _ .•.•. _ .............................................. _ •.. _ ..... _ ........... _._._ Spanish heritage. 
Jackson County ......... _ ............................................. _ .•...... _ ... M ......................... _ •••••• Spanish heritage. 
Jeff Dam County ...•.. _ ................................................... _ ...... _ ...... _ .......................... Spanish heritage., 
Jim Hogg COUnty ...... ~.................. . ....•... _ ................. _ .............. Spanish heritage. 
Jifn Wens County.................................... .................. ............................... Spanish heritage. Jooes County __________________________ ._______ ___ _ _________ . _______ . ___________________ ._ .• _. _________ ........ __ 

Karnes County .......... __ : .................... __ .•..•. _ .•.. ~ ......... _ ...•. _............................... Spanish heritage. 
Kenedy County _ ......... _._._....... . ...... _ ................ __ ... _ ...... _ .................. _. Spanish heritage. 
Kinney County .. _............. .. ........................................................ _..... Spanish heritage. 
Kleberg County ....................................................................... _ ................................... Spanish heritage. 
Knolt County ....... _.......... ..................... . ..•.................•.•...... _.............. Spanish heritage. 
Lamb County .... _ ....... _.... ........•...•......... .................... .............................. Spanish heritage. 
La Sane County ...... _............. . ...................................................................... Spanish heritage. 
Uve oak County ....................................... _ .............. _.............. Spanish heritage. 
Loving County....... Spanish heritage. 
Lubbock County.... Spanish heritage. 
Lyon County ................. _....................... .................... . Spanish hentage. 
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Pt. 55, Appendix 

APPENDIX TO PART 55-JURISDICTIONS COVERED UNDER SEes. 4(f)(4) AND 203(c) OF THE VOTING 

RIGHTS ACT OF 1965. AS AMENDED-Continued 

(AppflCabie language minority group(s)J 

CovGrage under sec .• (O{.) I Coverage under sec.. 203(CI • 

Mc:CuIIoch County .•. ~._ ............. , ... ~ .. _.. _ ........... _ ............ _ .•.•... _ ....•.•. _ .•. _ .......•..•.•..•.. Spanish heritage. 
McMullen County ..... ___ •. _._._ .•..•• __ . _ ___ ............ __ ._ .... _~._ ..... _. __ •. _ .•..• _ ..•.• Spanish heritage. 
MartIn County_ •..•.. _ ...•.. _ .•. ___ .•. _ .•.• _ •.• __ .•.•.. __ • __ ......... _ ..... _ .•. _ ........... _ .. _ •.• Spanish heritage. 
Muon County................... Spanish heritage. 
Matagorda County ..... _ .... _ •....•.. __ ..•..•.•.•.... _ .•. _._ ..... __ ...... _ •..•.•... _ ................... _ ... SpanIsh heritage. 
Maverick County .............. _ •....... __ ................. _ ... _.~ .. _ ............ _ ........................... _ .•... Spanish herla.ge. 
Medina County ...•..•. _ ........................ _ •......•.•. _ .• _ ......................... _ ............................. Spanish heritage. 
Monerd County ._ .•• _ ••••• _ ••••• __ •• _ ••• _... ._ ••• _ ••• _ •• ___ •• _._ •••• _ •..•.••••••••••••••••••• _._ ••• Spanish heritage. 
Uitc:hell County .•.... _ .•. _ ..•. _._ .... _ ... ~... . ........... _.................................................... SpanIsh heritage. 
Nolan County ... _._ .....•.•... _._ ....•. _ .•. __ .............. _ •. _ .. _ ..... __ ............ _._ ................... _. SpanIsh heritage. 
Nueces County .... _ •... __ ..•. _._ ....•... _ .•.•. _ •. _. __ ..•.....•. _ .•.. _ ..• _ .•..•.... ~ •.•....•.• _ .... _ .. _.. Spanish heritage. 
Penner County ..•.... ~._ .• _ •.. _ ....•.•. _ ................ _ .. _ .•.•......•..• _ ...•.•..•...... _ ••......... _._ ......•.. Spanish heritage. 
Pecos County .• _. ____ ._._._.__ ._ ...... _ .•. ___ ... ____ • __ ....... _ .•.... __ .•..•. _ .. Spanish heritage. 
Pr.sidIo County._. __ ._ ..•. _ ................... _ ............................... _ ..•... _ ....•... _ .......•..•..... Spanish heritage. 
Reagan COUnty .. _ .......... _._ .................. __ ....•....•.... _ ..........• _ ........................................ Spanish heritage. 
Real County _. _____ . ___ •.• __ •. _._._. __ . _____ .•.•....•. _ .•.•..•.•. _ ....... _ .• _ Spanish heritage • 
...... County ••••• _-_._._._ ••• _._- _. __ •• _ •.• _ •••• _._ •• _ •••• -. __ .• _ •• __ ••••• - ••••••• - ••. --. 
Refugio County ..• _._ •. _. ___ •.....•. _ •..•. _ .•.. _ .•.•.•..•. _ •... _ ••.... _ •. _. __ ....•. __ .... _ ..•. _ .. Spanish heritage. 
Runnels County .•.. _ ... ___ •..•. _ ............. _ ... _.~ ... _ .•........• _ ......... _ ....• _ ...• _ ....•........... Spanish heritage. 
San Patricio County ...•. __ ....•..•. _ .•....•..•.•. __ .................................................. _ ... _ .... _. Spanish heritage. 

~ ~~:--===~~:::.~=:: .~=:=--~~~:=::.~~:::.-=:=::=-~=~::::::::== == =:: 
Starr County .................................... _...... . ....•................•.•......•.•..• _. ....•......•...•....•.•..•.•. Spanish heritage. 
Sterling County . __ .. ___ ..••.•. _ •................. _ .•. _ .• _ ....•.•......•. _ ...•.•. _ .•. ___ ... _ ...•..•• _ •.•.. _. Spanish heritage. 
Sutton County •..•.. ___ .. __ ._._ .. _ .•. __ .•... _._. ___ .•.•. ____ ._ .•.•. _. ___ .•......... _ ..... _ .• Spanish heritage. 
Swisher County ... _ .....•..•..•. _._ ......•. _._... . ... _._ ..........•... _ .•.•........•....•.•......•....•.. _.......... Spanish heritage. 
TerntII County .. __ •.. __ ._ .•. _._ ...•....•. _ .•. __ .•. _ ...... __ .. _ .•. _ •. _ ... ~_ .•. __ .. _ ...•.• _ .. __ .~ .• Spanisl'l heritage. 
Terry County _ .....•.... _ ......•..............•... _ ......•.. _............................................... Spanish heritage. 
Torn Green County ...•..•.. __ ._ ................. ___ ._ •. _ ...•... _ ........... _ ... _ .•.•. __ ._ .... __ ..•.•.•. Spanish heritage. 
Upton County_ .•.. _ .... _ .. __ ..•.•..•.•.• _ •..• __ .... __ ._ .•• ____ .•.•..•.•... _ .•.• _ ... __ . __ ... _ ••.......• Spanish heritage. 
Uvalda County .~ ..• _ .. _. ___ ....................... _. __ •. ___ ............ _ .. _ .•..• _._ .........•. __ .•..• _ Spanish heritage. 
VII Vttde County _____ ... _._ .•. _ •. _ . __ ._._ .• _ .•.. _ .• ______ .•.•.• _._ ........ _ .. _ Spanish heritage. 

'. VIctoria Cou\ty ... __ •. ___ .• _ . .:_. ______ •. _ .• _ .. _ .• _ .• _. __ .... ___ ..... _ .•.• _ .. _ Spanish heritage. 
Ward County ....• _ ..... _ .......... _ .......... _ .•.... _ ...•.•..•......•. _ .............................. _ .. _ .. _ •..•.•• Spanish heritage. 
Webb County ._ .. _ .. _ •• _._ ..•. __ ................ _ ....•. _. ___ ..•.. ~ .... _ .• _ .•. _._ •.•....•...•. _.~ .•. _ .•. Spanish heritage. 
Wharton County ........................................ _ ........... ___ .•. _ .. __ ._ •.....• _ ..•....•............. _. Spanish heritage. 
Wlltacy County ................... _ ...•......... _ ......................................................................... Spanish heritage. 
Wilson County._ .......................................................................... _ ............................... Spanish heritage. 
WinIdet County .. _ .•.. _ .•. _ .•..•....•........ _ ..... _.~ ........................................... _ ..•............•.... Spanish heritage. 
Yoakum County ....•. __ •.. _._._._ .•..• _.. . .•.... _ .•.. _._ •. __ •. _ .• __ ._ .... _ .•.•..•.•.• _._ .•. _ .. Spanish heritage. 
Zapata County ........ __ ._._ ........ :.... . ... ___ •• __ .•• _ ••• ___ •• _ •• _ ••••.• _ ••.•••• _ ••• __ •• Sparish heritage. 
zavata County ........... _ ............... _ ••..•...•• _ ••••••••• _ .•.•••••.••••• _ ••••••.•..•••••••••••••••••••.••••• _ ••• Spanish heritage. 

Utah, 
San Juan County ......... _._ ... __ ..••••••••••• __ •••••• _ .•••...••• _ ••••••• _ •••••••••• _ ••...•.•••••••• _ ••••••• _ •• American Indian (Navajo). 

WbOOnSin: 
Jackson County: Kornensky Town ....•....•..•. _ ....•. ___ ..•... _ .•....•.•......•.•..•..•.. _ .•....•..••.. American Indian (Ojibwal. 
Pottagoa County: Pine Grove Town .•.•....... ~ .. _ ...•.•. _ .•.•...... _ ...................................... Spanish heritage. 
Sawyer County: CoucIeray Town.. . ... _._ ...•.•....•.•...........................•....•.... American ~ndian (Winnebagol. 

I Coverage datemuna!ions were published at.O FA .3746 (Sept. 23, 19751 •• 0 FR 49422 (Oct. 22. 1975), ",1 FR 784 (Jan. 
5, 1976) (corrected at "" FR 1503 (Jan. 8, 19761), and .1 FA 34329 (Aug. 13, 19761. CoYetec:I counties in Coiorado. New 
Mexico. and Oklahoma have bailed out pursuant 10 section "'(&). See '55.7(al Of this part. 

• Coverage de1erminations were published at 49 FA 25857 (June ZS. 1964). 

[Order No. 1246-87.53 FR 736. Jan. 12. 19881 
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PUBLIC LAW 103-3l-MAY 20,1993 

Public Law 103-31 
103d Congress 

An Act 

To estab1lah national wier registration proc:eclwea for Federal elections, and for 
other purpooea. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United Stales of America in Congress assembled, 

BECTIONl.SHORTTITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the "National Voter Registration 
Actof1993". 

SEC. a. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES. 

(a) F'lNDINGS.-The Conw-ess finds that-
(1) the right of citIZens of the United States to vote is 

a fundamental right; 
(2) it is the duty of the Federal, State, and local govern· 

ments tocili:,'::: the exercise of that right; and 
(3) .. atory and unfair registration laws and proce-

dures can have a direct and damaging effect on voter participa­
tion in elections for Federal office and dispro~rtionately harin 
voter participation by various groups,including racial minori­
ties. 
(b) I'uRPosES.-The purposes of this Act are-

(1) to establish procedures that will increase the number 
of eligible citizens who register to vote in elections for Federal 
office; 

(2) to make it possible for Federal, State, and local govern­
ments to implement this Act in a manner that enhances the 
participation of eligible citizens as voters in elections for Federal 
office; 

(3) to protect the integrity of the electoral process; and 
(4) to ensure that accurate and current voter registration 

rolls are maintained. 

SEC. 8. DEFINITIONS. 

As used in this Act-
(1) the term "election" has the meaning stated in section 

301(1) of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 (2 U.S.C. 
431(1»; 

(2) the term "Federal office" has the meaning stated in 
section 301(3) of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 
(2 U.S.C. 431(3»; 

(3) the term "motor vehicle driver's license" includes any 
personal identification document issued by a State motor 
vehicle authority; 

69-139 0 - 93 (31) 
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107 STAT. 78 PUBLIC LAW 103-31-MAY 20,1993 

(4) the term ·StateW means a State of the United States 
and the District of Columbia; and 

(6) the term "voter relPstration agency" means an office 
designated under section 7(aXl) to perform voter registration 
activities. 

42 USC 1978gg·2. SEC... NATIONAL PROCEDtlRES FOR VOTER REGISTRATION FOR 
ELECl"IONS FOR FEDERAL OFFICE. 

(a) IN GENERAL-Except 88 provided in subsection (b), notwith­
standing any other Federal or State law, in addition to any other 
method of voter registration provided for under State Isw, each 
State shall establish procedures to register to vote in elections 
for Federal office-

(1) by application made simultaneously with an application 
for a motor vehicle driver's license pursuant to section 6; 

(2) by mail application pursuant to section 6; and 
(3) by application in person-

(A) at the appropriate registration site designated with 
respect to the residence of the applicant in accordance 
with State law; and 

(B) at a Federal, State, or nongovernmental office des­
ignated under section 7. 

(b) NONAPPLICABILlTY TO CERTAIN STATES.-This Act does not 
apply to a State described in either or both of the following para­
graphs: 

(1) A State in which, under law that is in effect continu­
ously on and after March 11, 1993, there is no voter registration 
requirement for any voter in the State with respect to an 
election for Federal office. 

(2) A State in which, under law that is in effect continu­
ously on and after March 11, 1993, or that W88 enacted on 

. or prior to March 11, 1993, and by its terms is to come into 
effect upon the enactment of this Act, so long 88 that Isw 
remains in effect, all voters in the State may register to vote 
at the polling place at the time of voting in a general election 
for Federal office .. 

42 USC 1973gg-3. SEC. 6. SIMULTANEOUS APPLICATION FOR VOTER REGISTRATION AND 
APPLICATION FOR MOTOR VEmCLE DRIVER'S LICENSE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.-(I) Each State motor vehicle driver's license 
application (including any renewal application) submitted to the 
appropriate State motor vehicle authority under State Isw shall 
serve 88 an application for voter registration with respect to elec­
tions for Feder8l office unless the applicant fails to sign the voter 
registration applicatiol1-

(2) An apl'lication for voter registration submitted under para­
jlraph (1) shall be considered 88 updating any previous voter reg-
IStration by the applicant. . 

(b) LIMITATION ON USE OF INFoRMATlON.-No information relst­
ing to the failure of an applicant for a State motor vehicle driver's 
license to sign a voter registration application may be used for 
any purpose other than voter registratiol1- . 

(c) FORMS AND PRocEDURES.-(l) Each State shall include a 
voter registration application fomi for elections for Federal office 
88 part of an application for a State motor vehicle driver's license. 

(2) The voter relPstration application portion of an application 
for a State motor vehicle driver's license- . 
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(A) may not require any information that duplicates 
information required in the driver's license portion of the form 
(other than a second signature or other information necessary 
under subparagraph·(C»; . 

(B) may require only the minimum amount of information 
necessary to-

(i) prevent duplicate voter registrations; and 
(ii) enable State election officials to assess the eligi­

bility of the applicant and to administer voter registration 
and other parts of the election process; 
(C) ahall include a statement that-

(i) states each eligibility requirement (including citizen­
ship); 

(ii) contains an attestation that the applicant meets 
each such requirement; and 

(iii) reqwres the signature of the applicant, under pen­
alty of peIjury; 
(D) sha\! include, in frint that is identical to that used 

in the attestation portion 0 the application- . 
(i) the information reqwred in section 8(aX5) (A) and 

(B); 
(ii) a statement that, if an applicant declines to register 

to vote, the fact that the applicant has declined to register 
will remain confidential and will be used only for voter . 
registration purposes; and 

(iii) a statement that if an applicant does register 
to vote, the office at which the applicant submits a voter 
registration application will remain confidential and will 
be used only for voter registration purposes; and 
(E) sha\! be made available (as submitted by the applicant, 

or in machine readable or other format) to the appropriate 
State election official as provided by State law. 
(d) CHANGE OF ADDRESS.-Any change of address form submit­

ted in accordance with State law for purposes of a State motor 
vehicle driver's license shall serve as notification of change of 
address for voter registration with respect to elections for Federal 
office for the registrant involved unless the registrant states on 
the form that the change of address is not for voter registration 
purposes. 

(e) TRANsMITTAL DEADLINE.-{I) Subject to paragraph (2), a 
completed voter registration portion of an application for a State 
motor vehicle driver's license accepted at a State motor vehicle 
authority shall be transmitted to the appropriate State election 
official not later than 10 days after the date of acceptance. 

(2) If a registration application is accepted within 5 days before 
the last day for registratlOn to vote in an election, the application 
ahall be transmitted to the appropriate State election official not 
later than 5 days after the date of acceptance. 
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SEC. 8. MAIL REGISTRATION. 42 USC 1973gg4. 

(a) FORM.-{I) Each State shall accept and use the mail voter 
registration application form prescribed by the Federal Election 
Commission pursuant to section 9(a)(2) for the registration of voters 
in elections for Federal office. 

(2) In addition to accepting and using the form described in 
paragraph (I), a State may develop and use a mail voter registration 
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form that meeta all of the criteria stated in section 9(b) for the 
registration of voters in elections for Federal office. 

(3) A form described in paragraph (1) or (2) shall be accepted 
and used for notification of a registrant's change of address. 

(b) AVAILABILITY OF FORMS.-The chief State election official 
of a State shall make the forms described in subsection (a) available 
for distribution through governmental and private entities, with 
particular emphasis on making them available for organizea voter 
registration programs. 

(c) F'IRsr-TIME VOTERS.-{l) Subject to paragraph (2), a State 
may by law require a person to vote in person if-

(A) ilie person was registered to vote in a jurisdiction 
by mail; and' 

(B) the person has not previously voted in that jurisdiction. 
(2) ParagraPh (1) does not apply In the case of a person­

(A) who is entitled to vote by absentee ballot under the 
Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (42 
U.S.C. 1973ff-l et se<J,.); 

(B) who is prOVIded the right to vote otherwise than in 
person under section 3(b)(2)(BXii) of the Voting Accessibility 
for the Elderly and Handicapped Act (42 U:S.C. 1973e&-
1(b)(2)(B)(ii»; or 

(C) who is entitled to vota otherwise than in person under 
any other Federal law. 
(d) UNDEUVERED NOTICES.-If a notice of the disposition of 

a mail voter registration application under section 8(a)(2) is sent 
by nonforwardablemail and is returned undelivered, the registrar 
may proceed in accordance with section 8(d). 

42 USC 1973gg-5. SEC. 7. VOTER REGISTRATION AGENCIES. 
(a) DESIGNATION.-{l) Each State shall designate agencies for 

the regilltration of voters in elections for Federal office. 
(2) Each Stete shall designate as voter registration agencies­

, (A) all offices in the State that provide public assistance; 
and 

(B) all offices in the State that provide State-funded pro­
grams primarily engaged in providing services to persons with 
disabilities. 
(3)(A) In addition to voter ,registration agencies designated 

under paragraph (2), each State shall designate other offices within 
the State as voter registration agencies. 

(B) Voter registration agencies designated under subparagraph 
(A) may include-

(i) State or local government offices such as public libraries, 
public schools, offices of ~%,~d county clerks (Including mar­
riage license bureaus), . g and hunting license bureaus, 
government revenue offices, unemployment compensation 
offices, and offices not described in paragraph (2)(B) that pro­
vide services to persons with disabilities; and 

(ii) Federal and nongovernmental offices, with the agree­
ment of such offices. 
(4)(A) At each voter registration agency, the following services 

shall be made available: 
(i) Distribution of mail voter registration application forms 

in accordance with paragraph (6). 
(ii) Assistance to applicanta in completing voter registration 

application forms, unless the applicant refuses such assistance. 
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(iii) Acceptance of completed voter registration application 
forms for transmittal to the appropriate State election officiaL 
(B) If a voter registration agency designated under paragraph 

(2)(B) provides services to a person with a disabilitr. at the person's 
home, the agency shall provide the services descnbed in subpara­
graph (A) at the person's home. 

(5) A person who provides service described in paragraph (4) 
shal1 not--

(A) seek to influence an applicant's political preference 
or party registration; . 

(B) ~x:y any such political preference or party allegiance; 
(C) any statement to an applicant or take any action 

the purpose or effect of which is to discourage the applicant 
from registering to vote; or 

(D) make any statement to an applicant or take any action 
the purpose or effect of which is to lead the applicant to believe 
that a decision to register or not to register has any bearing 
on the availability of services or benefits. 
(6) A voter registration agency that is an office that provides 

service or assistance in addition to conducting voter reglStration 
shal1-

(A) distribute with each application for such service or 
assistance, and with each recertification, renewal, or change 
of address form relating to such service or assistance-

(i) the mail voter registration application form 
described in section 9(aX2), including a statement that-­

(1) specifies each eligibility requirement (including 
citizenship); 

(Il) contains an attestation that the applicant 
meets each such requirement; and 

(III) requires the signature of the applicant, under 
penalty of peljury; or 
(ii) the office's own form if it is equivalent to the 

form described in section 9(aX2), 
unless the applicant, in writing, declines to register to vote; 

(B) provide a form that includes--
(i) the question, "If you are not registered to vote 

where you live now, would you like to apply to register 
to vote here today?"; 

(ii) if the agency provides public assistance, the state­
ment, "Applying to register or declining to register to vote 
will not affect the amount of assistance that you will be 
provided by this agency."; .. ' 

(iii) boxes for the applicant to check to indicate whether 
tha applicant would like to register or declines to register 
to vote (failure to check either box being deemed to con­
stitute a declination to register for purposes of subpara­
graph (C», together with the statement (in close proXImity 
to the boxes and in prominent type), "IF YOU DO NOT 
CHECK EITHER BOX, YOU WILL BE CONSIDERED 
TO HAVE DECIDED NOT TO REGISTER TO VOTE AT 
TIDSTIME."; 

(iv) the statement, "If you would like help in filling 
out the voter registration application form, we will help 
you. The decision whether to seek or accept help is lOurs. 
You may fill out the application form in private. ; and 
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(v) the statement, "If you believe that someone has 
interfered with your right to register or to decline to reg­
ister to vote, your ~ht to privacy in deciding whether 
to register or in applymg to register to vote, or your right 
to choose your own political party or other political pref­
erence, you may Iile a complaint with ." the 
blank being filled by the name, address, and telephone 
number of the appropriate official to whom such a com-
plaint should be addressed; and . 
(e) provide to each applicant who does not decline to reg­

ister to vote the same degree of assistance with regard to 
the completion of the registration application form 'as is pro­
vided by the office with regard to the completion of its own 
forms, unless the applicant refuses such assistance. 
(7) No information relating to a declination to register to vote 

in connection with an application made at an office described in 
paragraph (6) may be used for any purpose other than voter reg-
18tration. 

(b) FEDERAL GoVERNMENT AND PRIvATE SECTOR CooPERA. 
TION.-All departments, agencies, and other'entities of the executive 
branch of the Federal Government shall, to the greatest extent 
practicable, cooperate with the States in carrying out subsection 
(a), and all nongovernmental entities are encouraged to do so. 

(e) ARMED FORCES RECRUITMENT OFFICES.-(I) Each State and 
the Secretary of Defense shall jointly develop and implement proce­
dures for persons to apply to register to vote at recruitment offices 
of the Armed Forces of the United States. 

(2) A recruitment office of the Armed Forces of the United 
States shall be considered to be a voter registration agency deS­
ignated under subsection (a)(2) for all purposes of this Act. 

. (d) TRANSMITTAL DEADlJNE.-(I) Subject to paragraph (2), a 
completed registration application accepted at a voter registration 
agency shall be transmitted to the appropriate State election official 
not later than 10 days after the date of acceptance. 

(2) If a registration application is accepted within 6 days before 
the last day for registration to vote in an election, the application 
shall be transmitted to the appropriate State election official not 
later than 6 days after the date of acceptance. 

42 USC 1978gg-6. SEC. 8. REQUIREMENTS WITH RESPEcr TO ADMINISTRATION OF 
VOTER REGISTRATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.-In the administration of voter registration 
for elections for Federal office, each State shall-

(1) ensure that any eligible applicant is registered to vote 
in an election-

(A) in the case of registration with a. motor vehicle 
application under section 6, if the valid voter relPstration 
form of the applicant is submitted to the approprlSte State 
motor vehicle authority not later than the lesser of 30 
days, or the period provided by State law, before the date 
of the election; 

(B) in the case of registration by mail under section 
6, if the valid voter registration form of the applicant 
is postmarked not later than the lesser of 30 days, or 
the period provided by State law, before the date of the 
election; 
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(C) in the case of registration at a voter registration 
agency, if the valid voter re~stration form of the applicant 
is accepted at the voter regIStration agency not later than 
the lesser of 30 days, or the period provided by State 
law, before the date of the election; and 

(D) in any other case, if the valid voter registration 
form of the applicant is received by the appropriate State 
election official not later than the lesser of 30 days, or 
the ~riod provided by State law, before the data of the 
election; 
(2) require the appropriate State election official to send 

notice to each applicant of the disposition of the application; 
(3) provide that the name of a registrant may not be 

removed from the official list of eligible voters except- ' 
(A) at the request of the registrant; 
(B) as provided by State law, by reason of criminal 

conviction or mental incapacity; or 
(C) as provided under paragraph (4); 

(4) conduct a general program that makes a reasonable 
effort to remove the names of ineligible voters from the' official 
lists of eligible voters by reason of-

(A) the death of the registrant; or 
(B) a change in the residence of the registrant, in 

accordance with subSections (b), (c), and (d); 
(5) inform applicants under sections 5, 6, and 7 of­

(A) voter eligibility requirements; and 
(B) penalties provided by law for submission of a false 

voter registration application; and, 
(6) ensure that the identity of the voter registration agency 

through which any particular voter is registered is not disclosed 
to the public. 
(b) CoNFIRMATION OF VOTER REGISTRATION.-Any State pro­

gram or activity to protect the integrity of the electoral process 
by ensuring the msmtenance of an accurate and current voter 
registration roll for elections for Federal office-

(1) shall be uniform, nondiscriminato1")', and in compliance 
with the Voting Rights Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 1973 et seq.); 
and 

(2) shall not result in the removal of the name ,of any 
person from the official list of voters registered to vote in 
an election for Federal office by reason of the person's failure 
tovota. 
(c) VOTER REMOVAL PROGRAMs.-{l) A State may meet the 

requirement of subsection (aX4) by establishing a program under 
which-

(A) change-of-address information supplied by the Postal 
Service through its licensees is used to Identify registrants 
whose addresses may have changed; and 

(B) if it appears from information provided by the Postal 
Service that- ' 

(i) a registrant has moved to a different residence 
address in the same registrar's jurisdiction in which the 
registrant is currently registered, the registrar changes 
the registration records to show the new address and sends 
the registrant a notice of the change by forwardable mail 
and a postage prepaid pre-addressed return form by which 
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the registrant may verify or correct the address informa­
tion; or 

(ii) the registrant has moved to a different residence 
address not in the same registrar's jurisdiction, the reg­
istrar uses the notice procedure described in subsection 
(dX2) to confirm the change of address. 

(2)(A) A Stata shall complete, not later than 90 days prior 
to the data of a primary or general election for Federal office, 
any program the purpose of which is to systematically remove 
the names of ineligible voters from the official lists of eligible 
voters. 

(B) Subparagraph (A) shall not be construed to preclude­
(i) the removal of names from official lists of voters on 

a basis described in paragraph (3) (A) or (B) or (4XA) of sub­
section (a); or 

(ii) correction of registration records pursuant to this Act. 
(d) REMOVAL OF NAMES FRoM VOTING RoLLS.-(l) A State 

shall not remove the name of a registrant from the official list 
of eligible voters in elections for Federal office on the ground that 
the registrant has changed residence unless the registrant-

(A) confirma in writing that the registrant has c~ed 
residence to a place outside the registrar's jurisdiction in which 
the registrant lB registered; or 

(BXi) has failed to respond to a notice described in para­
graph (2); and 

(ii) has not voted or appeared to vote (an~ if n~, 
correct the registrar's record of the registrant s address) m 
an election during the period ':tenning on the. data of the 
notice and ending on the day r the date of the second 
general election for Federal office that occurs after the date 
of the notice. 
(2) A notice is described in this earagraph if it is a pos~e 

prepaid and pre-addressed return card, sent by forwardable mail, 
on which the registrant may. state his or her current addreBB, 
together with a notice to the following effect: 

(A) If the registrant did not change his or her residence, 
or changed residence but remained in the registrar's jurisdic­
tion, the registrant should return the card not later than the 
'tiine provided for mail registration under subsection (aXl)(B). 
If the card is not returned, allirmation or confirmation of the 
registrant's address may be required before the registrant is 
permitted to vote in a Federal election during the period begin­
ning on the date of the notice and ending on the day after 
the date of the second general election for Federal office that 
occurs after the date of the notice, and if the registrant does 
not vote in an election during that period the registrant's name, 
will be removed from the list of eligible voters. . .. 

(B) If the registrant has changed residence to a place 
outside the registrar's jurisdiction in which the registrant is 
registered, information concerning how the registrant can con­
tinue to be eligible to vote. 
(3) A voting registrar shall correct an official list of eligible 

voters in elections for Federal office in accordance with ch8nge 
of residence information obtained in conformance with this suD­
section, 

(e) PRocEDURE FOR VOTING FOLLOWING FAILURE To RETuRN 
CARD,-(l) A registrant who has moved from an address in the 
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area covered by a polling place to an address in the same area 
shall notwithstanding failure to notifY the registrar of the change 
of addre.. prior to tlie date of an erection, be permitted to vote 
at that polling place upon oral or written affirmation bi' the reg­
istrant of the change of address before an election OffiCIal at that 
polling place. 

(2)(A) A registrant who has moved from an address in the 
area covered by one po1ling place to an addreBB in an area covered 
by a second po1ling place within the same registrar's jurisdiction 
and the same congressional district and who has failed to notify 
tilt. registrar of the change of address prior to the date of an 
election, at the option of the registrant-

(i) shall be permitted to correct the voting records and 
vote at the registrant's former polling place, upon oral or writ­
ten affirmation by the registrant of the new addreBB before 
an election official at that polling place; or 

(jim shall be permitted to correct the voting records and 
vote at a centra1location within the same registrars jurisdiction 
designated by the registrar where a list of eligible voters is 
maintained., upon written affirmation by the registrant of the 
new address on a standard form provided by the registrar 
at the centra1location; or 

(TI) shall be permitted to correct the voting records for 
purposes of voting in future elections at the appropriate polling 
place for the current address and, if permitted by State law, 
shall be permitted to vote in the present election, upon con­
firmation by the registrant of the new addreBB by such means 
as are reqwred by law. 
(B) If State law permits the registrant to vote in the current 

election upon oral or written afiirniation by the registrant of the 
new, addre.. at a polling place described in subparagraph (AXi) 
or (A)(ii)(ll), voting at the other locations described m subparagraph 
(A) need not be provided as options. 

(3) If the registration records indicate that a registrant has 
moved from an addreBB in the area covered by a polling place, 
the registrant sha11. upon oral or written affirmation by the reg­
istrant before an election official at that polling place that the 
registrant continues to reside at'the address previously made known 
to the registrar, be permitted to vote at that polling place. 

(0 CHANGE OF VOTING ADDRESS WITHIN A JURISDICTlON.­
In the case of a change of sddress, for voting purposes, of a reg­
istrant to another address within the same registrar's jurisdiction, 
the registrar shall correct the voting registration list accordingly 
and the registrant's name may not be removed from the official 
list of eligible voters by reason of such a change of address except 
as provided in subsection (d). 

(g) CONVICTION IN FEDERAL COURT.-{l) On the conviction of 
a person of a felony in a district court of the United States, the 
United States attorney shall give written notice of the conviction 
to the chief State election official designated under section 10 of 
the State of the person's residence. ' 

(2) A notice given pursuant to paragraph (1) shall include-­
(A) the name of the offender; 
(B) the offender's age and residence address; 
(C) the date of entry of the judgment; 
(D) a descri"tion of the offenses of which the offender 

was convicted; and 
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(E) the sentence imposed by the court. 
(3) On request of the chief State election official of a State 

or other State official with responsibility for determining the effect 
thet a conviction may have on an offender's qua1ification to vote, 
the United States attorney shall provide such additional infonnation 
as the United States attorney may have concerning the offender 
and the offense of which the offender was convicted. 

(4) If a conviction of which notice was given pursuant to para­
graph (1) is overturned, the United States attorney shall give the 
official to whom the notice was given written notice of the vacation 
of the judgment. 

(5) Tlie chief State election official shs11 n0t¥r the voter reg­
istration officials of the locs1 jurisdiction in which an offender 
resides of the information received under this subsection. 

(h) REDUCED POSTAL RATES.-{l) Subchapter II of chapter 36 
of title 39, United States Code, is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

"§ 3629. Reduced ratee for voter registration purposes 
"The Posts! Service shall make available to a State or locs1 

voting registration official the rate for any c1ass of mail thet is 
available to a qualified nonprofit organization under section 3626 
for the purpose of making a mailing that the official certifies is 
required or authorized by the Nationsl Voter Registration Act of 
1993.". 

(2) The first sentence of section 240l{c) of title 39, United 
States Code, is amended by s~ out "and 3626(a)-{h) and 
(j}-{k) of this title," and inserting m lieu. thereof "3626{a)-{h), 
3626G}-{k), and 3629 of this title". 

(S) Section 3627 of title 39, United States Code, is amended 
by strikin'g out "or 3626 of this title," and inserting in lieu thereof 
"3626, or 3629 of this title", 

(4) The table of sections for chapter 36 of title 39
1 

United 
States Code, is amended by inserting after the item re ating to 
section 3628 the following new item: 
-s629. Reduced rates for voter registration purposea.-. 

(i) PuBLIC DISCLOSURE OF VOTER REGISTRATION ACTIVITIES.­
(l) Each State shall maintain for at least 2 years and shall make 
available for public inspection and, where available, photocopying 
at a reasonable cost, all records concerning the implementation 
of programs and activities conducted for the purpose of ensuring 
the accuracy and currency of official lista of eligible voters, except 
to the extent that such records relate to a declination to register 
to vote or to the identity of a voter registration agency thrOugh 
which any particular voter is registered 

(2) The records maintained IlUrBuant to paragraph (l) shall 
include Iista of the names and addresses of all persons to whom 
notices described in subsection (d){2) are sent, and information 
concerning whether or not each such person has responded to 
the notice as of the date that inspection of the records is made. 

(j) DEFINlTION.-For the purposes of this section, the tenn 
"registrars jurisdiction" mean&-

(l) . an incorporated city, town, borough, or other form of 
municipality; 

(2) if voter registration is maintained by a county, parish, 
or other unit of government that governs a larger geographic 
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area than a municipality, the geographic area governed by 
thatunitofgovernmen~or 

(3) if voter registration is maintained on a consolidated 
basis for more than one municipality or other unit of govern­
ment by an office that ,Performs all of the functions of a voting 
registrar, the geoJp'llphic area of the consolidated municipalities 
or other geographic units. 

." ~" .... ' 

107 STAT. 87 

SEC. 9. FEDERAL COORDINATION AND REGULATIONS. 42 USC 1973gg·7. 

(a) IN GENERAL-The Federal Election Commission-
(1) in consultation with the chief election officers of the 

States, shall prescribe such regulations as are necessary to 
carry out paragraphs (2) and (3); 

(2) in consultation with the chief election officers of the 
States, shall develop a mail voter registration application form 
for elections for Federal office; 

(3) not later than June 30 of each odd·numbered year, Reports. 
shall submit to the Congress a report assessing the impact 
of this Act on the administration of elections for Federal office 
during the preceding 2-year period and including recommenda-
tions for improvements in Federal and State procedures, forms, 
and other matters affected by this Act; and 

(4) shall provide information to the States with respect 
to the responsibilities of the States under this Act. 
(b) CONTENTS OF MArL VOTER REGISTRATION FORM.-The mail 

voter registration form developed under subsection (aX2}-
(1) may require only such identif~ information (including 

the signature of the applicant) and other information (including 
data relating to preVIous registration by the applicant), as 
is necessary to enable the appropriate State election official 
to assess the eligibility of the applicant and to administer 

'. voter registration and other parts of the election process; . 
(2) shall include a statement that-

(A) specifies each eligibility requirement (including citi­
zenship); 

(B) contains an attestation that the applicant meets 
each such req.uirement; and . 

(C) reqwres the signature of the applicant, under pen­
alty of perjury; 
(3) may not include any requirement for notarization or 

other formal authentication; and 
(4) shall include, in print that is identical to that used 

in the attestation portion of the application-
(i) the information reqwred in section 8(aX5) (A) and 

(B); 
(ti) a statement that, if an applicant declines to register 

to vote, the fact that the applicant has declined to register 
will remain confidential and will be used only for voter 
registration purposes; and 

(iii) a statement that if an applicant does register 
to vote, the office at which the applicant submits a voter 
registration application will remain confidential and will 
be used only for voter registration purposes. 

SEC. 10. DESIGNATION OF CHIEF STATE ELECTION OFFICIAL. 

Each State shall designate a State officer or employee as the 
chief State election official to be responsible for coordination of 
State responsibilities under this Act. 

42 USC 1973gg-8. 
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111((1. II. cIVIL ENFORCEMENT AND PRIVATE RIGHT OF AcrION. 

(u) ATI'ORNEY GENERAL._'I'b! Attorney General may bring a 
civil ucti~n in !In appropriate c,"trict court f~r such declaratory 
or hllllnctive rebef as •• necessary w carry out this Act. 

(b) PRIVATE RIGHT OF AcrIo."-{~) A person who is aggrieved 
by II vl .. lntion of.this Act ma..- prc";'de "Titlen notice of the violation 
til II", "hief electIon !,fficial ot the ~tate involved. 

(:.l) If the violation is not corrected within 90 daya after receipt 
(If II nlltico under paraUaph (1), or within 20 daya after receipt 
of II", notice if the violation OC<"'...rred within 120 daya before the 
dill;' IIf nn elec~on. for Federal effice, the aggrieved person may 
brinll II ci.vil aC~lon ~n an ap:;>rop:'.ate district court for declaratory 
III' illjunctlVe reb!,fWl~h resped ~ ~~ '-lolation, 

,:1\ If the VIolation 0CCWTeC WIthin 30 days before the date 
(If "" "Ioction for Federal office.. the aggrieved person need not 
,1'\"'i.l" notice to the chief e!.ec~ ofE:ial of the State under para· 
~""I'h (1) before bringing a ci-ril adon under paragraph (2). 

("1 ATI'ORNEY's FEES.--!n • ch-:c. action under this section, 
tilt' ,~,,,rt may allow the prevafr:Jg party (other than the United 
1-l11l"") reasonable attorney fees, including litigation expenses, and 
CIII~'.14· • ,.Il RELATION. TO OrnER L.~"ll.-<l) The nghts and remedies 
.... llIl>ii"hed by this section Ere i:. adcition to all other rights and 
",,,u,,ti .. '8 provided by law, anc :,cit::.ar the rights and remedies 
• ,.lut.li"hed by this section nor any other provision of this Act 
"hnll ."persede, restrict, or w=t the application of the Voting 
Hi~hl. Act of 19~ (42 U,S,C, I9,S et seq,), 

(:.!I Nothing m this Art au::,ori=s or requires conduct that 
i. I,,,,hibited by the Voting Ri.¢.ts Act of 1965 (42 U,S.C. 1973 
~I .,oq.l. 

"h"~ Ill. cRiMINAL PENALTIES.. 

A person, including an ele::;ion official, who in any election 
~,r ~ .... I~rlll office--
• (1) knowingly and wCfully intimidates, threatens, or 

,,,,,'rccs, or attempts to int':::niciate, threaten, or coerce, any 
I""""n for-

(A) registering to T';lte, or voting, or attempting to 
register or vote; 

(B) urging or sidino any person to register to vote, 
to vote, or to attemP't to ::-:gistcr or vote; or , 

(C) e~ercising B.Ily r..mt rinder this Act; or 
(2) knOWIngly and willf2ly dEprives, defrauds, or attempts 

I,' deprive or defraud ;be ~,sid=ts of a State of a fair and 
impartially conducted e1eclicc: process, br- ' 

(A) the procuremen7 or .....mmisslon of voter registration 
applications that are known by the person to be materially 
false, fictitioWl, or fraubuenl; under the laws of the State 
in which the election is :t..ld; or 

(B) the procuremer..:, casting, or tabulation of ballota 
that are known by the :erson to be materially false, ficti· 
tious, or fraudulent un':"r the laws of the State in which 
the election is beld, 

~II toe fined in accordance v.th title 18, United States Code 
\,,~j,:h fines shall be paid into ~e ganeral fund of the Treasury, 
\\\, ...... 11aneous receipta (pursuan. to section 3302 of title 31, United 
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States Code), notwithstanding any other law), or imprisoned not 
more than 5 years, or both. 
BEC. 13. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall take effect-
(1) with respect to a State that on the date of enactment 

of this Act has a provision in the constitution of the State 
that would preclude compliance with this Act unless the Stete 
maintained separate Federal and State official lists of eligible 
voters, on the later of- ' 

(A) January 1, 1996; or 
(B) the date that is 120 days after the date by which, 

under the constitution of the State as in effect on the 
date of enactment of this Act, it would be legally possible 
to adopt and place into effect any amendments to the 
constitution of the State that are necessary to permit such 
compliance with this Act without requiring a special elec­
tion;and 
(2) with respect to any State not described in paragraph 

(1), on January 1, 1995. 

Approved May 20, 1993. 
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