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No. (890) 
Sana'a, September 30th, 1996 

Dr. Ahmed Ali AI-Beshari 
Chif Editor, Athawabit Quarterly Journal 

Dear Dr. AI-Beshari: 

This has Reference to your letter No. (50) Dated Sep
tember 9, 1996 in which you have requested proof
reading of the draft copy of The General Elections 
Law of The Republic of Yemen which was ratified by 
the President of the Republic on August 31, 1996. 
In connection with above, the Ministry of Legal 
Affairs approves the printing and publication of the 
Law cited above in both Arabic and English languag
es, in the accurate phrasing attached to your letter in 
order to make it accessible to all. 

Thanks and best regards. 

Sincerely 



General Elections Law 
No. (27) 1996 

Following endorsement by the House of Representatives 
and in view of the Constitution of the Republic of Yemen 
and General Elections Law No. (41) 1992, 

The President of the Republic 
issued the following Law: 

PART ONE 
OPERA TIONAL DEFINITIONS 

AND VOTING RIGHTS 

CHAPTER ONE 
OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS 

Article (1): This Law shall be called the General Elections 
Law. 

Article (2): For the purposes of this law, the following words 
and expressions shall have the following mean
ings unless the context dictates otherwise. 

(a) Republic: The Republic of Yemen. 

(b) Citizen: Every Yemeni national-male or fe
male. 

(c) Voter: Every citizen entitled to vote in accor
dance with the provisions of this law. 

(d) Voting Domicile: The usual place of resi
dence of a person or the place where this per
son has his/her main business or the place of 
residence of his/her family even if said person 
does not live in such a place. 

(e) Supreme Committee: The elections Su
preme Committee formed in accordance with 
the provisions of this law. 

(f) Voter's Registration Committees: The main 
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commillee and subcommillees in charge of 
tabulating, reviewing and duplicating names 
and particulars of voters. The committees 
shall exercise their duties in accordance with 
the provisions of this law. 

(g) Elections committees:The main committee 
and subcommillees which are responsible for 
adminstering the elections starting with the 
candidacy applications through the balloting 
process and up to the tallying of votes. The 
commillees shall exercise their duties in ac
cOl'dance with the provisions of this law. 

(h) Supervisory committee(s): The commillee(s) 
formed by the Supreme Committee in each 
province in order to supervise other elections 
subcommillees. 

(i) Election District: The area which is part of 
the election districts of the republic and 
where the citizens exercise their electoral 
rights in accordance with the constitution and 
the provisons of this law. 

(i) General Elections: The direct means for the 
expression of the people's right to designate 
their representatives in the parliamentary 
elections or any other general election. 

(k) Electoral Final Roster: Is the list of legible 
voters ofticially announced. Such a list is fi
nal and irrevocable. 

(I) Balloting: The direct means for voters to ex
press their opinon(s) in any general elections 
and/or referendum. 

em) General Referendum: The direct means to 
solicit the public opinion in connection with 
vital issues such as the introduction of consti-

-
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tutional amendments, the dissolution of the 
House of Representatives or in response to a 
presidential call for a general referendum in 
accordance with the constitution. 

CHAPTER TWO 
VOTING RIGHTS 

Article (3): All citizens who have attained 18 complete ca
lender years are entitled to vote except natural
ized persons who have not completed the legal 
period provided for in the Nationality Law since 
acquiting the Yemeni citizenship. 

Article (4): (a) All voters exercise their voting rights in the 
election district they have their domicile, and 
if a person has more than one domicile, he/ 
she shall choose the domicile where he wish
es to vote. In any event, no person can be 
registered in more than one electoral district. 
A voter can only exercise his/her right to 
vote in the electoral disttict in which he/she 
is registered. 

(b) A voter may have the light to change his/her 
domicile address and opt for another one 
within his/her electoral district options. In 
such events, the electoral address change 
shall be reported in wliting to the head of the 
election committee in the new electoral dis
trict. The supreme elections committee shall 
also be informed so as to ensure that the 
name of the person concerned is deleted from 
the roster of eligible voters in his/he former 
electoral district. This has to be done before 
the official announcement of the lists of eleg
ible voters in all electoral districts in accor
dance with the provisions of article No.(l2) 
of this law. 

-
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(c) No citizen shall be forced to accept one elec
toral district or to votc against his/her wish in 
favor of one candidate. Any ahuse of power 
from the civil and/or military authorities to 
coercc voters is punishable in accordance 
with the provisions of article No.(96) of this 
law. officials convicted of such violations 
may be dismissed from their posts. 

Article (5): The supreme committee shall take all appropriate 
measures to encourage women to exercise their 
voting rights and shall set up women's commit
tees whieh shall be entrusted with registering the 
names of female voters in the voting registers 
and verifying their identity during the balloting 
process at the polling stations assigned to each 
electoral district. 

Article (6): Each eligible voter shall have one vote and shall 
not be eligible to cast his/her vote more than once 
during the same electoral round. 

PART TWO 
VOTERS REGISTERS 

Article (7): Each electoral district shall have a pClmanent vot
er's register prepared by the main committee and 
other sub-commillees. The area of jurisdiction 
and offices of these committees shall be deter
mined by the supreme commille and the said 
committees shall exercise their duties in accor
dance with the provisions of this law and other 
relevant by-laws and executive orders. The Sub
committee shall submit to the main committee 
the registers of all eligible voters in each elector
al district in order to be incorporated in the per
manent voters' register of the said electoral dis-

-
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trict. Such registers shall be duly signed by the 
head and members of each committee. 

Article (8): The voters registers in each electoral distl1ct shall 
include detailed lists of all citizens within each 
elecctoral district who, on January first of each 
year, whould have become constitutionally eligi
ble to exercise their voting rights. Such lists shall 
mention the surname, profession, date of birth 
and voting domicile of each eligible voter. Each 
voter may not be registered in more than one 
electoral district. 

Article (9): Voters' registeration committees shall be held re
sponsible for verifying the identity of each voter 
to ensure that he/she has attained the legal age. 
This may be verified by means of: 

I. an identification card or any other official doc
ument serving the same purpose; 

2. testimonials of two qualified eye-withnesses in 
the event that no ofticial dowment is available 
for such purposes. 

Article (10): The voters' register shall be made in five dupli
cate copies signed by the head of the main 
committee and by the other two committee 
members. One copy shall be kept at the com
mittee's seat in the electoral disU1ct which shall 
be determined hy the Supreme Committee, an
other copy shall be kept with the supreme com
mittee and one at the Parliament Secretariat. 
The fourth copy shall he kept with the Supreme 
Court and the fifth copy with the Supervisory 
Committee of each governorate. 

Article (11): (a) Pel10dic review, rewriting and/or amendme
nts of the voters's registers shall be catTied 
out once every two years and shall last for 

-
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30 days. The last review shall be carried 
out two months prior to the general call for 
voters to partake in any general elections. 
The periodic reviewing shall be made to 
ensure that the names of all citizens who 
are eligible to vote are included. In any 
event no amendment(s) shall be affected af
ter the general call for voters to partake in 
any general elections. 

(b) Any periodic reviewing shall aim at noting 
the followings: 

1- Adding the names of persons who have 
become eligible for voting in accordance 
with law: 

2- Adding the names of persons who were 
wrongfully omitted from the previous reg-
isters: 

3- Deleting the names of the deceased: 
4- Omitting the names of persons who have 

lost their right to vote since the latest re
view and those whose names have been 
wrongfully inserted: 

5- Deleting the names of those who have 
moved from one electoral district and ad
ding the names of those who have moved 
into another electoral district. 

Article (12): Official copies of the voting registers for each 
electoral district stamped by the head of the 
main committee shall be posted for fifteen days 
from the day marking the end of the registra
tion period. The posting shall take place in pub
lic squares and places within the limits of each 
electoral district and at the provincial directo
rate oftices, and in all other places assigned by 
the Supreme Committee. 

-
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Article (13): Each citizen domiciled in any electoral district 
is entitled to have the main committee inseIt his 
name in the voters' register thereof had he/she 
been wrongfully omitted or deleted. Each regis
tered voter shall have the right to demand the 
insertion of any name which may have been 
wrongfully omitted or the deletion of any name 
which may have been wrongfully inserted. In 
such instances, Applications shall be presented 
to the offices of the prepratory committee with
in 20 days from the day marking the official 
announcement of the voters' registers. Each ap
plication shall be recorded against a receipt in a 
special register marking the date of each re
quest and/or application being filed. Each voter 
shall be entitled to examine such registers. 

Article (14): The add and delete applications referred to in 
the article cited above shall be decided upon 
within 25 days from the day following the dead 
line for filing such applications and/or requests. 
The committee may have an audience with the 
applicant and the other person involved in each 
case and may undertake all ivestigations and 
enquiries which are deemed appropriate by the 
same committee. 

Article (15): The decisions of the committee in charge of for
mulating the voters' registers shall be posted in 
the places designated and referred to in article 
No. 12 hereof for (5) conecutive days from the 
day such decisions are being announced. 

Article (16): (a) Each eligible voter from any electoral dis
trict shall be entitled to contest and appeal 
the decisions of the committee in charge of 
fOlIDulating and reviewing the voters' regis
ters. Such appeals may be presented before 
the COlllt of First Instance with due jurisdic-
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tion to deliberate on such cases. Such ap-
peals may be filed within IS days following 
the day during which the committee's deci-
sions are being announced. The said court 
may undertake any investigation and/or in-
quiry which it deems appropriate before de-
ciding upon the acceptance or rejection of 
such appeals. In any event, each case shall 
be decided upon by court independently. 
The Court may up-hold the request for 
amendment either by an addition or a dele-
tion or it may otherwise overturn such a re-
quest. The court verdict(s) shall be an-
nounced within 20 days from the deadline 
for appeals to be filed. 

(b) Evcry eligilble voter as well as the repre-
sentative of the Public Prosecutor's Office 
in any electoral district shall be entitled to 
contest the decisions of the Court of First 
instance by filing an appeal to the judge ap-
pointed by the head of the court of appeals 
in each governorate within IS days follow-
ing the dead line for such appeals to be 
filed. If the need atises, several judges may 
be delegated to look into such appeals in 
various electoral districts. Court decisions 
in such instances shall be final and irrevo-
cable and shall be announced within 20 
days from the deadline for sllch appeals to 
be tiled. 

Article (17): The voters' registers shall be amended accord-
ing to the final and irrevocable decisions ren-
dered by court in conformity with the provi-
sions of the above relevant articles. 

Article (18): (a) Each citizen whose name is registered in the 
vOt~rs's n~gisters shall be given a temporary 

-
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certificate to that effect. Such a certilicate 
shall be replaced by a perm en ant voter reg
istration card once his/her registration be
comes final. Such registration card shall 
bear the Voter's photograph, full name, date 
of birth, voting domicile and the registra
tion sClial number and date. The card shall 
also indicate the voter's electoral district 
and the polling station where he/she may 
exercise voting rights. Each card shall also 
bear the signature and seal of the main 
committee in the electoral district con
cerned. 

(b) The voter's registration card is a personal 
card and may not be used by any other per
son except the holder during the whole vot
ing process. The card is considered valid 
for the exercise of voting rights within the 
period of time as determined by the Su
preme Committee and as indicated on the 
card itself. The card shall remain valid un
less changed and/or replaced in accordance 
with the law. 

(c) The voter's registration card may be with
drawn from any person or nullified by a 
court order if such a person becomes ineli
gible for voting. Dllplicate copies of court 
orders to that effect shall be repOlted to the 
Supreme Committee. 

(d) Every eligible voter shall have the right to 
request a replacement card if his/her regis
tration card is lost and/or destroyed. Such 
requests shall be directed to the appropriate 
committee within the voter electoral disttict 
no later than a week before the balloting 
date. Replacement cards shall be issued on 

-
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the condition that the applican's name is 
duly entered in the electoral final roster. 
The appropriate committee(s) to deliberate 
on such cases shall be determined in accor-
dance with the by-laws and executive or-
ders appertaining to the General Elections 
Law. 

Article (19): The electoral final roster shall be remain in·evo-
cable during the elections. No person shall be 
allowed to vote if his/her name is not duly en-
tered in such a roster. 

PART THREE 
THE ELECTIONS SUPPEREME 

COMMITTEE / DUTIES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

Article (20): (a) The Supreme Elections Committee shall be 
composed of seven members appoionted by 
the President of the Republic. Members of 
the Supreme Committee shall be selected 
from a list of 15 potential candidates nomi-
nated by the Parliament. All candidates for 
the Supreme Elections Committee shall 
meet the conditions and requirements stipu-
lated by this law. 

(b) Candidates for the Supreme Elections Com-
mittee shall have to secure the nomination 
of at least 2/3 of parliamentary mem bers. 

Article (21): (a) The term of office for the committee mem-
bers shall be four calender years effective 
from the date of appointment. 

(b) Nominations for the Supreme Elections 
Committee may be filed within the first 5 
months from the first session held by the 

-
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Parliment. Committee members may be re
nominated and reappointed for only one 
second term in office. 

Article (22): Candidates for the Elections Supreme Commit
tee shall fulfill the following conditions: 
(a) they must have attained 35 years of age; 
(b) both parents of each candidate must be Ye

meni nationals; 
(c) candidates must hold a college degree or its 

equivalent and must demonstrate appropri
ate experience andlor qualifications; 

(d) they must demenstrate good character and 
conduct; 

(e) they must not have been convicted by court 
for any election offense or for any other 
crime in breach of ethics and/or profes 
sional conduct; 

(f) they must suspend their political andlor par
ty affiliation(s) during their tenure in office 
as member of the Elections Supreme Com
mittee; 

(g) they must refrain from nominating them
selves for any general elections and/or pa
taking in any election campaign during 
their term in office as members of the 
Committee. 

Article (23): (a) The Supreme Committee's members shall 
have the rank of cabinet minister at least. 
members not having this rank prior to their 
appointment shall automatically be entitled 
to such a rank effective from the date mark
ing their appointment. 

(b) Members of the Supreme Committee shall 
be accorded with all the entitlements and 
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fringe-benifits appertaining to active cabi
net ministers dming their telm in office. 

(c) No member of the Supreme Committee 
shall be removed from office unless a Pres
idential Order is issued to that effect and 
only if such a committee member becomes 
ineligible in accordance with the provisions 
of article No.(22) of this law and in confor
mity with an in-evocable court order to this 
effect. In the event of death, resignation 
andlor dismissal of a committee member, a 
replacement may by appointed from the list 
of candidates endorsed by the Parliament 
upon formation of the Supreme Elections 
Committee. 

(d) The committee's members shall elect a 
chair-person and a deputy-chair person 
from among themselves for the term of 
their membership. 

Article (24): Before exercising their duties, members of the 
Elections Supreme Committee shall take the 
following oath before the President of the Re
public: 

" I swear in the name of Al mighty God that I 
shall remain faithful to The Holy Quran and to 
the teachings of prophet Muhammed and that I 
shall uphold faithfully the Republican System 
and respect the Constitution and the country's 
laws and orders; that I shall protect in full the 
peopl's interests and treedoms and that I shall 
preserve the unity, independence and telTitorial 
integrity of the whole country; that I shall exe
cute may duties at the Elections Supreme Com
mittee with professional integrity and honesty 
and without fear and bias. To this, may God be 
my witness". 

-
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Article (25): The Elections Supreme Committee shall be in 
charge of administering, controlling and super
vising the general elections and any other pub
lic referendum. The committee shall be entrust
ed with other duties in addition to those defined 
in this law. these are: 
(a) A ssigning electoral districts throughout the 

country. The distribution of elecoral dis
tricts throughout the country shall be gove
roned by the principle of equity and hy 
demographic, geographic and social con
siderations. The formation and distrihution 
of electoral districts shall be defined and 
made puhlic by means of a Presidential 
Order; 

(b) Naming the heads and members of all Su
pervisory Committees as well as the head 
and memhers of each main and subsidary 
committee which shall be responsihle for 
formulating the voters' registers and shall 
be entrusted with the overall administration 
of the elections. Such committees shall be 
set at the most appropriate time in each 
electoral district. The Jurisdiction of each 
dectoral distlict shall be determined by the 
supreme committce. Each committee shall 
be formed of three persons: Ahead and two 
members. All these committees shall be en
dorsed by at least two-thirds of the mem
bers of the Elections Supreme Committee. 
No committee and/or subcommittee shall 
be formed of one political party; 

(c) Preparing the forms, regisers, documents, 
voters' identification cards, ballot boxes 
and ballot slips. All ballot slips shall be 
properly stamped and shall bear the seal of 

-
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the approppiate commillee. The Supeme 
Commillee shall oversee the whole elector
al process and shall distribute tasks and lo
gistics to all committees' according to a 
scheduled time-table; 

(d) Laying down rules and appropriate regula
tions to guarantee the security measure!; re
quired for a free and safe elections; 

(e) Preparing the electoral guide book and dis
uibuting same to the electoral commillees; 

(I') Calling the electoral college to vote in the 
electoral districts where the Parliament de
clares a vacancy pursuant to the provisions 
of article No.(77) of the Constitution. 

Article (26): (a) The main. subsidiary. supervisory and secur
ity committees as well as the persons in 
charge of security. the provincial govern
ors. the heads of all directorates and any 
person who is entrusted with a duty in rela
tion with the elections shall all be guided 
by the instructions of the Elections Su
preme Commillee. The Supreme Commit
tee shall take all appropiate measures to en
sure the neutrality of all persons from the 
local executive authority who may be 
called upon to assist in the administration 
of the elections. 

(b) All state-run mass-media avenues shall be 
under the control of the Supreme Commit
tee and shall be goveroned by the Commit
tee's guidelines in connection with thc elee~. 
tions. 

Article (27): Heads and members of each main. subsidiary 
and advisory committee in charge of formulat
ing the voters' registers and/or administering 
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the elections shall be appointed by the Supreme 
Committee. Each member shall meet the fol
lowing conditions: 
(a) be a Yemeni national; 
(b) attain the age of 21 for committee members 

and 25 for for heads of committees. 
(e) be a high school graduate or hold same sort 

of qualifications equivalent to the high 
school diploma; 

Cd) demonstrate good conduct and character. 
He/she must not be convicted by court of 
any elections' related felony or any other 
violation in breach of professional ethics 
unless he/she has been duly rehabilitated. 
In any event, no person shall be appointed 
as member of any of the above cited com
mittees in an electoral district where there 
is a family relationship up to the fourth de
gree between such person and one of the 
candidats in the electoral deW'ict con
cerned. 

Article (28): The supreme committee shall appoint supervi
sory committees for each province. each Super
visory Committee shall have its seat in each 
provincial capital and shall oversee the opera
tions of the committees in charge of formulat
ing the voters' registers and the committees in 
charge of administering the elections all in con
formity with the public good and interests. 

Article (29): The Supreme Elections Committee shall in
crease the number of registration and voting 
centers in large electoral districts to allow for 
the greatest participation of eligible voters in 
the election process. 

-
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Article (30): The Supreme Committee shall supervise the op
erations of all elections' committees and shall 
send delegates to ensure that regulations and 
by-laws appertaining to the election process are 
being properly observed and that election cen
ters are adequately equipped and safe in accor
dance with the law. 

The Supreme Committee shall have the discre
tion to assign additional committees - as 
deemed necessary- to assist the said committee 
in fulfilling its duties and responsiblities. 

Article (31): The Supreme Committee shall provide the sub
stance which is to be put on thumb of voters af
ter casting their votes, provided that such sub
stance remains indelible for at Jeast 24 hours to 
thwart voters from casting their votes more 
than once during election day. 

Article (32): (a) The costs of the eJection and/or referendum 
shall be borne by the State. The Govern
ment shall put at the disposal of the Su
preme Commmittee all the means and 
equipment to enable it to fully undertake its 
duties. 

(b) The Supreme Committee shall have a spe
cial budget. The proposed budget shall be 
presented first to the Cabinet and endorsed 
by the Parliament. All finacial allocations 
appertaining to the Supreme Committee 
shall be incorporated into the State bal
anced budget to be dispensed with under 
the jurisdiction of the said Committee. 

Article (33): (a) The Elections Supreme Committee shall be 
finacially and administratively indepen
dent. It shall exercise with complete integ
rity and neutrality all the duties, responsib-
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Ii ties and powers bestowed upon it in ac
cordance with the provisions of this law. 
The Supreme Committee's decisions shall 
be made puhlic. No party shall he allowed
in any event- to interfere in the affairs and 
duties of the said Committee or to restrict 
its powers and jurisdictions. 

(b) The Supreme Committee shall have its own 
adminitrative and executive organs. It shall 
also have a special cadre to he made public 
by a Repuhlican Decree. The Supreme 
Committee shall be responsible for drafting 
by-laws and executive orders detailing its 
functions and organizational structure. 

(c) The Supreme Elections Committee shall 
have the executive powers and jUtisdictions 
of the Ministry of Civil Services and the 
Ministry of Finance with reference to the 
administrative and financial affairs of the 
employees of the said Committee. 

PART FOUR 
ELECTION CAMPAIGNS: 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Article (34): The Elections Supreme Committee shall stipu
late the rules and regulations goveroning elec
tion campaigns in accordance with the provi
sions of this law. 

Article (35): The Supreme Committee shall take appropriate 
measures to increase the level of awareness 
among the public of the importance of the elec
tion process and of the necessity for all eligible 
voters to partake in it. The Supreme Committee 

-
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shall also organize and publish the candidates' 
electoral lists in each electoral district follow
ing the deadline for the submission of candida
cies. No candidate shall be treated differently. 
The state-run media shall be banned from run
ning or publishing any news bulletin about the 
elections without the committee's approval and 
supervision. The state-run media shall be at the 
disposal of the Supreme Committee. Electoral 
candidates shall not be allowed to use defama
tory or slanderous means against each other 
duting election campaigns. 

Article (36): The Supreme Committee shall regulate the use 
of the state-run media ( i.e. radio, TV, and the 
press) by all candidates on equal basis to ena
ble them to present to the public their electoral 
programs. To this effect, the Supreme Commit
tee shall undertake appropriate measures to en
sure equal access to such media facilities. 

Article (37): Financing election campaigns with public funds 
or from the budgets of ministries, public sector 
corporations and/or foreign sources shall be 
prohibited by law. The use of public institu
tions and facilities for election campiagn pur
poses shall also be prohibited by law. 

Article (38): The locations for posting election campaign ma
terials within each electoral district shall be 
designated as of the fourteenth day prior to the 
General Elections. In each of the above loca
tions, candidates shall be granted equal space. 
Such locations shall not exceed the limits set by 
the Supreme Committee. 

Article (39): Each Election Committee shall designate the lo
cations cited in the above atticle in accordance 
with the order of candidacy presentations. Lo-

------



General Elections Law No. 27/1996 

cal Authorities and their affiliates shall have to 
cooperate fully in the execution of the election 
committee's instructions and directives particu-
larly those concern in the provisions of the re-
quired space and locations as specified in the 
above article. Failure to cooperate shall render 
such authorities and their affiliates legally li-
able. In such events, the head or deputy head of 
the Election Committee shall be accorded exec-
utive authorities to implement what is deemed 
essential. 

Article (40): Candidates are not allowed to post in the space 
locations referred to in article (38) hereof untill 
the end of the day preceding the General EJec-
tions: 

• (a) more than two electoral posters; 
(b) More than two notices concerning electoral 

meeting which shall only contain the date 
and venue of the meeting and the names of 
the those registered to give a speech as well 
as the names of candidates. 

Article (41): Candidates may not use, or alow the use of the 
billboards allocated to them for any purpose 
other than presenting their candidacy and de-
fending their programs. Candidates may not 
cede the boards allocated to them to any other 
person. 

Article (42): On election day, candidates may not distribute 
or cause someone to distribute programs, leaf-
kts, cards or any other related documents. In 
general, on election day, government officials 
and local authorities may not distribute cards, 
leat1els or program on behalf of candidates. 
Bills, programs, leat1ets and/or cards belonging 
to candidates who are not duly registered in the 

-
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candidatcs' rolls may not be posted or circulat
ed. 

Article (43): Subject to the provisions of the following arti
cle. mosques, parayer congregation centers. 
colleges. schools. educational institutions. gov
ernment offices. barracks, public facilities. ath
letic clubs and sports' facilities may not be used 
for election campaigns in what so ever capaci
ty. 

Article (44): Candidates shall during their election campaigns 
organize electoral meetings and caucuses for 
the presentation of their platforms and pro
grams to the voters. The regulations governing 
such meetings shall be laid down by the Su
preme Committee. provided that mosques and 
prayer-congregation centers are not used for 
such purposes. The supervisory and main com
mittees may. if necessary. authorize the equal 
use of educational facilities by all candidates 
for such electoral gatherings. 

Article (45): Loudspeakers may not be used for election cam
paigns except in electoral meetings and caucus
es held in conformity with the law. Moreover. 
the use of any product for election campaign 
purposes is prohibited. In general, all means of 
publicity which are not provided for in this law 
or authorized by the Supreme Committee may 
not be used by candidates. 

Article (46): Authorized forms of publicity for c1ection cam
paign purposes may not be attacked either by 
tearing or removing or any other means. Any 
such act shall construe an election offense. 

Article (47): All parties. groups. organizations, and/or indi
viduals are prohibited from exercising any form 
of pressure and intimidation or leveling treason 
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accusations or accusations of heresy during 
election campaigns. Such groups are also pro
hibited from resOlting to tactics such as waving 
incitements and/or promising financial of sym
holic gains. 

PART FIVE 
GENERAL ELECTIONS' PROCEDURES 

CHAPTER ONE 
PARLIMENTARY ELECTIONS 

Article (48): The parliament shall be composed of (301) 
mem bers to be elected by direct. free and secret 
balloting. The Repuhlic shall be divided into 
(30 I) electoral districL~ which are demographi
cally equal in view of the General Census. In 
this regard. an error of estimate±.05 shall be 
tolerated. Each electoral district shall elect one 
parliamentary memher. 

Article (49): (a) The President of the Republic shall call upon 
all eligible voters to go to the polls to elect 
their parliamentary representatives at least 
60 days before the cun·ent Parliament con
cludes its term. 

(b) procedures relating to the General Elections 
shall be initiated accordaing to the dates set 
out by this law. 

Article (50): Voting shall take place through direct. free and 
secret balloting. 

Article (51): Every eligible voter shall have the right to apply 
for candidacy to the Parliament within the elec
toral district of the candidate's electoral domi
cile subject to the following conditions: 
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1- being a Yemeni national; 
2- having attained 25 Years of age; 
3- being capable of reading and wIiting. 
4- being a practicing muslim with good char

acter and conduct. Candidates may not be 
convicted by court for a crime related to 
dishonorable conduct unless they have been 
duly rehabilitated. 

Article (52): Application for candidacy shall be submitted in 
writing to the appropriate committee(s) respon
sible for receiving such application dUling ofti
cial business hours. Candidacy applications 
shall be received for ten days following the 
openning date. Each application must contain 
the following infOtmation: 
(a) candidate's full name ( 4 names); 
(b) place and date of birth; 
(c) educational level; 
Cd) political affiliation, If any; 
(e) profession and position, if employed; 
Cf) electoral district and election center in 

which the candidate is registered as well as 
the candidate's address. 
Applications for candidacy are filed in a 
special register a gainst receipt subject to 
verification of the information and particu
lars appertaining to each candidate. Candi
dates shall be entitled to examine the candi
dates' register and file. A list of all 
candidates within each electoral district 
shall be issued and posted in the places and 
locations referred to in article (12) hereof 
as from the day following the deadline for 
filing candidacy applications. 

-
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Article (53): Candidates representing a political party andlor 
organization shall have to secure official en-
dorsement of their candidacy from the Secre-
tary General or Deputy Secretary General of 
the patty or organization concemed. 

Article (54): No candidate may run for candidacy in more 
than one electoral district. otherwise the candi-
date's nominations in all electoral districts shall 
be considered void. 

Article (55): (a) Any public offical or member of a local 
council who runs for candidacy shall be 
deemed as having resigned from the public 
service and shall be reinstated if failing to 
succeed in getting elected. If the said offi-
cial is elected, s/he shall also be reinstated 
in office or offered an altemative position 
equivalent to it at the end of his/her term in 
parliament. 

(b) Any local council membery who may run 
for candidacy shall be considered as having 
resigned from the local Council concerned. 
In such cases, former local council mem-
bers may not be reinstated unless duly ree-
lected. 

(c) Parliamentary members may not be allowed 
to assume any public office functions or to 
become local council members. 

(d) Parlimentary members may be allowed to 
combine only paliamentary membership 
with cabint membership. 

(e) The Prime Minister. Deputy-Prime Mini-
sters. Ministers. Deputy-ministers and di-
rectors of State Agencies andlor Public 
Corporations may not run for candidacy 
during parliamentary elections unless they 

-
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have relinquished their official titles at least 
3 months before nomination is filed. 

(f) District governors and their deputies. judg
es, directorates' executive officers, office
directors of ministries and governorates. 
executive managers of public corporations. 
chief security officers, military command
ers and executive local council officials 
may not run for candidacy during parlia
mentary elections within the electoral dis
tricts where they assume power and autori
ty unless they have relinquished their 
ofticial titles at least 3 months before nomi
nation is filed. 

(g)The 3 months period stipulated in (55.e) and 
(55.f)may be reduced to one month in ree
lections following the announcement that a 
parliamentary scat has become vacant. 

Article (56): Candidates may withdraw their candidacy seven 
days at least prior to election day provided that 
they submit a written request to this effect to 
the committee with whieh they have tiled their 
candidacy application. The 7-day withdrawal 
period may be extended by the Supremecom
mittee if need arises. The withdrawal shall be 
recorded next to the name of the withdrawing 
candidate in the appropiate roster and shall be 
publically announced through all state-run me
dia sources and in the electoral district con
cerned as stipulated by the Supreme Commit
tee. The withdrawal shall also be publicized on 
election day by a notice posted on the door of 
the election committees throughtout the elec
toral districts concerned. 

In the event that a candidate dies hcfon: elec
tion day and after the deadline for filing candi-

----
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dacy applications and in the event that only one 
candidate remains in an electoral district as a 
result of candidacy withdrawal and/or death. 
the Supreme Committee shall announce exten
tion of the dedline for filing new condidacy ap
plications in the said electoral disttict. 

Article (57): If only one person remains as a running candi
date in an electoral district. the Supreme Com
mittee shall be immediately informed. Conse
quently. the Supreme Committee shall 
announce a 5-day extension of the deadline for 
filing candidacy applications and shall take ap
propriate measures to ensure that the steps tak
en with regard to this matter are valid and are 
properly implemented. If no candidacy is sub
mitted. the elections shall proceed in accor
dance with the provisions of this law. 

Article (58): (a) The election process shall be administered in 
each electoral district by one main commit
tee to be assisted by several other sub
committees. 

(b) Each candidate shall submit in writing to 
the main committee the name of his/her 
delegate 48 hours at least before elections 
day. If a candidate fails to inform the com
mittee of the name of his /her delegate or if 
said delegate fails to attend on election day. 
the head of the committee shall randomly 
select a voter to act as the said candidate's 
representative on the committee. 

(c) In the absence of a committee head and in 
the event that no replacement has been offi
cially designated. the most senior and/or 
oldest committee member shall take over. 
The Supervisory Committee may also de
cide to appoint a substitute. 

-
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Article (59): Each Main Committee shall designate from 
among its members a secretary who shall be re
sponsible for drawing the electoral minutes 
which shall be stamped with the numbered seal 
alloted to each committee by the Supreme 
Committee. 

Article (60): The committee's head shall be responsible for 
maintaining law and order and for securing an 
office space for the committee. If need mises, sl 
he shall have the right to ask for the assistance 
of law enforcement agencies. Military and se
curity officers shall have no right to enter the 
polling stations unless they have been duly au
thorized to do so by the head of the committee 
or have actually been exercising their right to 
vote. The committee may expel any person ob
structing the order of the electoral process. 

Article (61): Candidates may enter the polling stations and 
may designate in writing a registered voter to 
act as their representative and/or delegate. The 
presence in polling stations shall be limited to 
candidates and their duly registered representa
tives. Carrying fire arms, be they visible or 
concealed, shall be prohibited. In general, car
rying weapons within the vicinity of any pol
ling station by any person shall be prohibited. 

Article (62): The General Elections shall be held in all parts 
of the Republic on the same day. 

Article (63): On the process of casting ballots, each voter 
shall submit to the head of the committee in 
charge of the elections his/her voter's registra
tion card. The head or any other commiuee 
member shall verify that the voter's name is 
duly registered in the voters' roster and shall 
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take note of the this a gainst the voter's name in 
the same roster. 

Article (64): (a) Every candidate shall have a distinct logo 
clearly different from that of other candi
dates within the same electoral district. 

(b) Candidates shall submit to the committee in 
charge of receiving candidacy applications 
their applicable logos together with their 
candidacy materials before the designated 
deadline for this matter. The committee 
shall be responsible for coordinating all 10-
gos within each electoral district. Political 
parties and/or organizations shall have the 
option to desigm>te nne logo as a distinct 
mark of their candidates in all electoral dis
llicts. 

(c) Each ballot paper shall feature the logos and 
distinct marks of all candidates within each 
electoral district. Candidates' logos and dis
tinct marks shall be listed in order of prim;
ty based on the date in which each applica
tion has been filed. 

(d) The head of the committee shall hand over 
a ballot paper to each t:iigible voter who 
shall express his/her opinion secretly in a 
specially designated booth placed in each 
polling station. Each voter shall then cast 
the ballot paper in the appropriate box in 
the presence of the head and both commit
tee members as well as the candidates and/ 
or their representatives. None of the above 
however shall have the right to have acccss 
to the content of the ballot paper and/or to 
intluence the voter's opinion. 

(e) after each voter cast his/her vote, the com
mittee shall, take note of this next to the -
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voter's name in the appropriate register. The 
committee head shall also sign the registra-
tion card of each voter upon voting and 
shall affix the appropriate stamp upon the 
voter's thumb. Each voter shall be asked 
thereafter to emboss the marked thumb 
against his/her name on the voter's roster. 

Article (65): Balloting shall start at 8:00 a.m. after the ballot 
boxes have been opened and closed before the 
voters, candidates or delegates who are present 
at the time to ensure that boxes are empty. The 
exact number of blank ballot papers submitted 
by the Supreme Committee to the clection ad-
minstering committee in each electoral district 
shall be confirmed and recorded in minutes to 
be signed by the head of the said committee, 
the other two committee members as well as 
the candidates or their reprsentatives. Balloting 
shall continue until 6:00 p.m. The committee 
head shall announce the end of balloting after 
the last vote is casted. Voting shall, however, 
continue after 6:00 p.m. if there are still voters 
in the polling station. However at 8:00 p.m. the 
committee head shall announce the end of all 
voting operations. 

Article (66): At the end of the election process, each commit-
tee in charge of the elections' administration, be 
it main or sub-committee, shall wax-seal the 
slots of the ballot box (es) and the locks' slots 
in the prsence of the candidates or their dele-
gates. Minutes shall be drawm confirming the 
time when the sealing was affected, the number 
of persons who have voted, the exact number 
of absentees, the exact number of blank ballot 
papers submitted by the Supreme Committee to 
the Main Committee, the number of ballot pa-

--
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pers which have been actually used and those 
which have not been used. The minutes shall be 
signed by the committee head, the other two 
committee members and the candidates or their 
representatives. Sub-committees in each elec
toral district shall transfer to the seat of the dis
trict Main Committee the ballot boxes and all 
other relevant documentation. Votes shall be 
counted and sorted-out at the seat of each dis
trict Main Committee in the presence of the 
head and members of the Main Committee as 
well as the heads and members of all other sub
committees. The counting of votes shall be pre
sided over by the head of the district Main 
Committee. 

Article (67): 1- The committee in charge of sorting and 
counting of votes shall be composed of all 
main and sub-committee members and 
shall be presided over by the head of the 
Main Committee. 

2- Ballot boxes may neither be opened nor the 
the votes counted unless all main and sub
committees' members are present. Candi
dates or their delegates shall also be 
present. 
Ballot boxes shall be opened after all the 
seals have been checked to ensure that they 
have not been tampered with. Minutes shall 
be drawn in this regard confirming the 
names and positions of those present and 
the time and place where the counting takes 
place. The minutes shall be signed by all 
those present. The sorting and counting of 
votes shall be as follows: 
(a) ballot papers in each hox shall be count

ed separately. Tallies indicating the ex-
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act number of votes, names of candi
dates, the exact number of valid votes 
for each candidate and the exact num her 
of void VOleS shall all bc recordcd. Once 
a hallot paper is recorded it shall he 
marked as such hy the head of the com
millee. 

(h) The valid votes in favor of each candi
date shall he tallied and added up to de
termine the standing of each candidate. 
All void hallots shall also he accounted 
fot". 

(c) A cross-chcck shall hc made to ensure 
that the figures apperatining to valid 
and void votcs do commensurate with 
same figures provided for in article 
(66). The same process shall he applied 
to ensure that there are no discrepancies 
hetween the actual numher of used and 
unused ballot papers at the end of vot
ing on the one hand and the total num
hcr of blank hallots as provided for in 
article No.(66) on the other hand. Min
utes confirming all these figures shall 
he drawn in crfecl. 

(d) A more cumulative log shall be issued 
detailing the total number of votes in fa
vor of each candidate as well as thc to
tal number of ballots deemed void in 
accordance with the provisions stipulat
ed in the forthcoming article. Such lo
gos shall be duly signed by all electoral 
commillees as well as the candidates or 
their representatives. 

(c) The counting of votes shall continue un
abated. candidatcs may not be allowed 

--
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to leave the polling station where the 
counting of votes takes place without 
permission to be obtained from the 
committee in charge of the vote
counting operation. If permission grant
ed, each candidatc shall designate in 
writing a deputy to oversee the counting 
oprations during the abscncc of the for
mer. I I' a candidate decides to leave the 
polling station without permission and 
withoul designating a deputy, the votes
counting committcc shall designate any 
person to represent thc interest of the 
said candidate. Minutes to be signed by 
the said committec shall be drawn to 
this effect. The sorting and counting of 
votes shall proceed in the prescncc of 
the designated person who shall sign-up 
all minutes on behalf of the said candi
date. Refusal of candidates, their depu
ties and/or their designates to sign-up 
the minutes appertaining to the counting 
of votes and the final results thereof 
shall in no way affect the final decisions 
to be announced by the committee in 
charge of sorting and counting of votes. 

Article (68): (a) The votes' sorting and counting committee 
referred to in article No.(67) in this law 
shall decide upon all matters concerning 
the validity of votes given to each candi
date subject to the provisions providided 
for in part No.(6) of this law regarding the 
procedure to be followed by candidates, if 
necessary, to contest the General Elections' 
results. 



General Elections Law No. 27/1996 

(b) Votes belonging to any of the categoties 
bclow shall be deemed void: 
1- Conditional votes; 
2- Votes given to candidates in excess 

of the number required by laws; 
3- Votes recorded on a paper other than 

the ballot paper delivered to the voter 
by the head of the committee; 
In all events, ballots clearly express
ing the opinions of voters shall be 
deemed valid. 

Article (69): The winner in any given electoral district shall 
be the candidate who secures the proportional 
majOIity (i.e.) the largest number of valid votes. 
If two candidates or more share an equal num
ber of votes, the winner shall be designated by 
a lot casted by the votes' sorting and counting 
commillee. The procedure for administering a 
lot shall be as follows: 
The names of candidates with equal number of 
votes shall be written. in the presence of all 
concerned individuals, each on a separte piece 
of paper. All papers used for this purpose shall 
be identical and equal in size. Then each piece 
of paper carrying the name of a single candi
date shall be put in a separatc envelope. Enve
lopes used for this purpose shall also be identi
cal and equal in size. Apcrson- from out-side 
the polling station and who has not witnessed 
the lot procedure-shall be called upon to select 
onc from the envelopes provided. separate min
utes shall be drawn to document the lot's rc
suits. 

Article (70): Upon completion of votes' sorting and counting 
operations. the committee shall: 

-
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(a) Announce. through its head and in the pres
ence of candidates. their deuties or their 
designates. the name of the winning candi
date in the electoral district concerned. Be
fore the ofticial announcement is made. the 
committee shall draw minutes to confirm 
the results of voting. Such minutes shall be 
signed by the committee head. all other 
members. the candidates. their deputies 
and/or their designates. The said minutes 
shall be issued in three forms: one original 
and two duplicates. The OIiginal fonn shall 
be kept with the Main Committee. one du
plicate copy shall be sent to the Elections 
Supreme Committee and the last shall be 
sent to the Advisory Committee. Each can
didate shall be entitled to obtain a copy of 
the said minutes upon request from con
cerned auth0l1ties. 

(b) Draw a final report in two forms: an origi
nal and a duplicate. The said report shall 
confirm the results of votes-counting and 
shall be duly signed by the head and mem
bers of the committee. The committee's of
ficial seal shall be affixed to the said report. 
The original copy of the report shall be 
sent to the Supreme Committee in an spe
cial envelope wax-sealed and bearing the 
official stamp of the committee. The above 
report shall contain the list of candidates in 
the electoral district concerned. the number 
of valid votes secured by each candidate. 
the number of votes deemed void. the exact 
number of the remaining unused ballot pa
pers and the name of the winning candi
date. The exact number of votes secured by 
the winning candidate shall be confirmed 

---
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by the said report. All other minutes and re
lated matedal shall also be enelosed. 

(c) Pile the ballot papers in favor of each candi
date in bundles and shall attach to them the 
miutes, files, rosters and all other relevant 
election material. All these shall be filed in 
a box or morc after being duly signed by 
the head and members of the committee. 
Such boxes shall be wax-sealed and shall 
be submitted to the Supreme Commillee. 
The boxes shall be kept intact until the 
deadline for the election-contest lapses or 
until contentious issues appertaining to the 
General Elections are resol ved by the Par
liament. 

(d) demand an official receipt from the Su
preme Committee upon delivery of the re
ports and decuments referred to in (70.h 
and 70.c). 
The official receipt shall confirm the name 
of the person taking delivery as well as the 
exact time and date of delivery. 

Article (71): (a) The Supreme Committee shall officially an
nounce the results of each electoral district 
upon receipt of them. Final results of all 
electoral districts shall be made puhlic no 
later than 72 hours from the time voting of
ficiallyended. 

(h) The Supreme Committee shall issue each 
winning candidate a Certificate confirming 
the candidate's status as a winner. Such cer
tificates may not prevent others from con
testing the election results at the parliament 
level should the conditions for such an act 
arc provided for hy law. All main, advisory 
and sub-committees or any other party arc 

--
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strictly prohibted from issuing any certifi
cate in connection with the elections' re
sults. 

Article (72): Supplementary elections shall be called upon no 
later whan six months from the date the elec
tions were deemed void or declared impossible 
to proceed with or to end in any given electoral 
district. 

Article (73): If a padimentary seat becomes vacant for a per
oid not less than one year before the Parliament 
term in office concludes, elections shall be 
called upon to fill the vacant seat no later than 
sixty days from the date the parliamentary scat 
was declared vacant. If a parliamentary mem
ber accepts an executive position within the 
Government, s/he shall forfeit his/her seat in 
parliament. In occasions as such, the Parlia
ment shall inform the Supreme Committee no 
later than one month from the date the said par
liamentary member accepts the new post. The 
Supreme Committee shall proceed accordingly 
and arrange for relections in the electoral dis
ttict concerned. 

CHAPTER TWO 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS AND 

PUBLIC REFERENDUM PROCEDURES 
Article (74): The Parliament Presidium shall provide the Su

preme Committee with a list of eligible candi
dates for the presidential office in accordance 
with the provisions of article No.(l (7) of the 
Constitution and in congruence with the provi
sions stipulated in articles (6, I, III, 112 113 
and 115) of the said Constitution. 

-
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Article (75): The Supreme Committee shall be responsible 
for arranging presidential elections in accor-
dance with the provisions and by-laws apper-
taining to parliamentary elections as provided 
for in this law. 

Article (76): The winner in any presidential elections shall be 
the candidate with an absolute majority of 
votes vis-'a-vis all other running-mates for the 
Office of the President of the Republic. If no 
candidate manages to secure the absolute ma-
jority of votes required, a presidential reelec-
tion shall be called upon for those candidates 
who manage to secure the highest votes. In 
such cases, the same electoral procedures shall 
be applicable. 

Article (77): The results of the elections shall be announced 
for each electoral district. Candidates and/or 
their deputies shall be given a duplicate copy of 
the elections results for each electoral district. 
The Supreme Committee shall publically an-
nounce the final results and the name of the 
presidential candidate winner. 

Article (78): Any public referendum shall be called upon by 
the President of the Republic within the period 
of time provided for in the Constitution. 

Article (79): The Suppeme Committee shall be responsible-
upon receipt of the presidential call for a public 
referendum-for the arrangement of the referen-
dum in accordance with the provisions of the 
Costitution. 

Article (80): If constitutional amendments of an article or 
more are endorsed by the Parliament, the Sup-
peme Committee shall be informed accordingly 
and shall thereby underake all measures in pre-
pration for a public referendum over the consti-

-
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tutional amendments endorsed by the Parlia
ment. If such amendments are endorsed by the 
Parliament within the same calender year dur
ing which the General Elections have been 
scheduled, the Public Referendum and the Gen
eral Election shall be conducted concurrently. 

Article (81): Electoral districts and voters' registers shall be 
deemed the same for purposes appertaining to 
the the Public Referendum. The provisions of 
article (18.6) of this law shall be applicable in 
this regard. 

Article (82): Voters' rights provided for in this law shall be 
applicable to all participants in any Public Ref
erendum. 

Article (83): Without jeopardizing the provisions provided 
for in this chapter in connection with public 
referendums, all laws and regulations apperta
ing to General Elections shall also be applica
ble to public referendums. 

Article (84): The Supreme Committee shall undertake all 
measures to increase the public awareness of 
the referendum through the state-run media av
enues (i.e. radio, TV, newspapers etc.). 

Article (85): With the exception of the provisions of article 
No.(963) and article No.(97.4) of this law, of
fenses against any Public Referendum shall be 
dealt with as offenses against General Elec
tions. All relevant penalties provided for in this 
law shall be applicable. 

Article (86): Courts of First Instance shall be responsible for 
looking into all contested election and referen
dum cases. Decisions made by Courts of First 
Instan<.:e may be contested at Courts of 
Appeals. 

-
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Article (87): The Supreme Court shall look into contests ap
pertaining to the Public Referendum's general 
results. The Supreme Court verdicts-in cases as 
such-shall be final and irrevocable. 

Article (88): The results of any Public Referendum shall not 
he valid and hinhing unless the winning candi
date manages to secure the absolute majority of 
votes given hy all eligihle voters. 

PART SIX 
ELECTION CONTESTS 

CHAPTER ONE 
CONTESTED ELECTION CASES SUBMITTED 

PRIOR TO 
THE AWARD OF CERTIFICATES TO 

WINNING CANDIDATES 
Article (89): Every eligihle voter shall have the right to con

test the results appertaining to the sorting and 
counting of votes. Contests must he suhmitted 
to the Supreme Court and must fulfill the fol
lowing conditions: 
(a) they have to he submitted inithin 48 hours 

from the date electoral results have heen 
publicized; 

(b) they must be justifiable and limited to the 
procedures appertaining to the sorting and 
counting of votes; 

(c) they must be accompanied with a gum'an
teed payment of fifty thousands Yemeni 
Riyals to be submitted to the Court Treasu
ry Office and forwarded thereafter to the 
State Treasury had the disputed case been 
overtuned. If the court rules in favor of the 
contestant the guaranteed amount will he 
refunded accordingly. 

--------~1It----------
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Article (90): The Supreme Court shall create a consultative 
bod) to investigate contested election cases. 
The consultative body shall be composed of all 
heads of courts of appeals or their deputies. In 
view of the recommendations forwarded by the 
consultative body with reference to contested 
election cases, the Supreme Court shall issue its 
verdicts no later than 10 days from receipt of 
such recommendations and before the elected 
parliame11l holds its first session. The Supreme 
Court's decisions shall be final and in·evocable 
and shall be communicated to the Elections Su
preme Committee. 

Article (91): The Supreme Court shall accord the winning 
candidate with a copy of the electoral contest 
lodged a gainst him/her. The winning candidat
ed shall be expected to submit his/her defense 
in writing within four days from the date the 
election contest has been filed. 

Article (92): Contested ekction cases shall not prevent the 
Supreme Court from announcing the elections 
tinal rcsults and from making public the names 
of all winning candidates. Irrespective of such 
contested cases, winning candidates shall be a 
warded celificates confirming their current stat
us and shall be entitled to attend parliamentary 
sessions. 

CHAPTER TWO 
CONTESTED CASES OVER 

PARLIAMENTARY MEMBERSHIP 
Article (93): All voters and/or candidates shall have the 

right to submit to parliament a legally justifia
ble petition contesting the eligiblity of a win
ning a candidate to parliamentary memiscrship. 



General Elections Law No. 27/1996 

Petition cases as such shall be accompanied by 
a financial guarantee in the amount of ten thou
sands Yemeni Riyals to be deposited in the 
State Treasury. The financial guarantee shall be 
forfeited had the petition been overturned. If 
the Parliament acted in favor of the contestant, 
the amount of money deposited shall be refund
ed in full. 

Article (94): (a) The Presidium of the Parliament shall for
ward to the Supreme Court all contested 
cases appertaining to parliamentary mem
bership with all relevant ducumentation no 
later than 15 days from the date such cases 
were submitted to the parliament. The Su
preme Court shall investigate all cases and 
shall fOlward to the Parliament its verdicts 
no later than 90 days from the date such 
cases were forwarded to the Supreme 
Court. The Supreme Court decisions shall 
be accompanied with all relevant documen
tation. 

(b) The Supreme Court's decisions shall be re
veiwed by the Parliament no later than 60 
days from the date such decisions wcre for
warded to the Parliament. Parliamentary 
membership shall not be deemed void un
less decided by the Parliament. Such deci
sions shall be up-held by at least two-thirds 
of parliamentary members. 

PART SEVEN 
PENALTIES 

Article (95): Penalties for violations of the provisions of this 
law shall be applied exclusively by courts. The 
Public Prosecutor's Office shall undertake all 

-
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enquiries and investigation in accordance with 
the Code of Criminal Procedures and other ap
plicable laws. 

Article (96): The followings shall be punishable by 6 months 
implisonment: 
1- any person convicted of deliberate listing of 

false names and/or attributes in the voters' 
register or convicted of deliberate negli
gence in listing names in breach of the pro
visions of this law; 

2- any person caused hislher name or the name 
of another to be unlawfully listed, omitted 
or deleted while in full knowledge of the 
consequences of such acts; 

3- any person convicted of any violation of the 
provision of part four of this law; 

4- any person who votes with full knowledge 
of the fact that his/her name had been 
wrongfully listed in the voters' register or 
that slhe was no longer eligible for voting; 

5- any person who deliberately votes on behalf 
of another person; 

6- any person who discloses the vote of anoth
er person against that persons's will; 

7- any person who votes more than once in any 
single election; 

8- any person who makes an unauthorized en
try into any polling station and who refuses 
to leave the station after being ordered to do 
so by the committee; 

9- any person who takes part in a demonstra
tion or rally on elections day; 

10- any person who steals, conceals, destroys 
or tampers-with documents pertaining to the 
elections; 
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11- any person who acts againts the will of an 
illiterate voter by filling in a name and/or a 
symbol not intended by the voter. The same 
punishment shall be applicable to any per-
son who may obstruct a voter from casting 
his/her vote. 

Article (97): Any of the following offenses shall be punisha-
ble by one to two years imprisonment: 
1- Using force or threats to prevent a voter 

from voting or to coerce a voter to vote in 
favor of a cenain candidate; 

2- granting. offeling or pledging to grant a vot-
er or others on behalf of the voter certain fa-
vors and/or concessions with the ultimate 
purpose of coercing the voter to act in favor 
of a certin candidate or to abstain from vot-
tng; 

3- a greeing to recei ve or demanding certain 
favors and/or concessions for one's self or 
for others in lieu of voting; 

4- disliibuting or propagating inaccurate infor-
mation about the character and/or morality 
of a certain candidate among voters with the 
ultimate purpose of ini1uencing voters and 
thus affecting the electoral outcome; 

5- Entering a polling station with fire-arms in 
violation of the provisions of anicle (61) of 
this law; 

6- swearing at. slandering or attacking any 
election committee or any of its members 
dUling the elections; 

Article (98): Any of the following offenses shall be punisha-
ble by one year and half to 3 years of imprison-
ment or by a fine not less than 200.000 Yemeni 
Riyals and not more than :lOO.OOO Yemeni Riy-
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als. The Court shall have the right to apply ei
ther of the penalties in any of the following 
cases: 

1- if anyone steals. conceals. destroys or tam
pers with the voters' register or amends its 
results by whatsoever means; 

2- if anyone breaches the freedom of elections 
and the laws and orders appertaining to that 
either by force or by the threat to use force. 

Article (99): attempted election offenses shall he deemed ac
tual offenses and shall be punishahle in accor
dance with the provisions of this law. 

Article (l00): If an offense (committed or attempted) takes 
place in a polling station. the head of the 
Election Committee shall draw-up minutes of 
such occurance and shall instruct concerned 
authorities to an'est the offender and to hand
over the case to the police and thence to the 
Public Prosecutor's Office in accordance with 
the law. 

PART EIGHT 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article (l01): Any person with legitimate interest shall have 
the right to file a petition a gainst alleged 
practices attributed to the Elections' Supreme 
Committee in violation of the Constitution 
and applicable laws. Courts shall decide upon 
such allegations within 15 days from the date 
they were filed. 

Article (102): All petitions. appeals and contests lodged in 
connection with this law shall be exempt 
from all State and judicial taxes. stamps and 
duties. 

-
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Article (103): Subject to the provisions of this law, local 
councils' elections shall be held in accordance 
with the Local Councils' Law. 

Article (104): The Supreme Committee shall issue appropri
ate regulations to facilitate the job of non
government organizations and international 
bodies who wish to supervise the General 
Elections. 

Article (105): The Supreme Committee shall draft all Execu
tive By-laws and Regulations appertaining to 
this law. A republican decree shall be issued 
accordingly and in view of the draft By-laws 
submitted by the Supreme Committee. 

Article (106): The Supreme Committee shall issue all appro
priate regulations and orders subject to the 
provisions of this law and to the extent not 
contradictory with the said law. 

Article (107): Law no 41/92 and its amendments as well as 
all other laws and regulations in violation of 
the provisions of this law shall he demeed 
void. 

Article (l08): This law shall come into effect from the dale 
of its issuance and shall be made public in the 
Official Gazettee. 

The Preidency of the Republic, Sana'a 
Date: August 31, 1996. 

Lieutenat General 
ALI ABDALLAH SALEH, 

President of the Republic 
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