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CITIZENSIIiPOF ZIMnABWE ACr 

ellA I'TEII ~:O I 

CITIZENSHIP OF ZIMBABWE ACT 

Acts 131/98·1,71/990 (:", /51(5)), 

AIu{ANCiI.':MENT OF SI':CT[( )NS 

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

Section 
l. Short lille, 
2, Inll',l prclalioll, 

I'ART II 

Rt:GISTRAK-GENEltAL OF en IZENSIII!' 

1 Jh:gislrnr~(Jcllcral nrCitizcnship, 

!'Awr III 

I\CQIIISITIOf~ t IF en lZI:tlSIIII' IIY Rb'tS'1 HATH I) I 

.\. Applie,JliulIS JI)/' n.:gislralioll of persons of ['1111 'l~e alld SOIlJld lllilHl, 
5, AI't,jie,lIilHIS Ilu' regi::.tralillli \)J'persuJls Ulider Ieg,1I dis,Jbi[ily, 
6, I{cjeded <lJlplicutiulls and applicatiolls from tillmer citizens nolill be considered IiiI' 1\\'0 years, 

7, Rcgistl'ution, 
8, Cl.':l'Ii licales or regisirutioll, 

PART IV 

PIHlIllfUTION OF I)UAL CITIZENSIIiP ANI) RENIINCIATION, DEI'IUVATION, Loss AND RESTORATION OF CtTIZENSIIiP 

I), i'nlhibilioJl ufdu .. 1 cilizl.':llship. 
tn, Ih!llIlIlcialiuli or cilizl:llsilip. 
II, I)l:privalioll ofl:ilizcmihip, 
12. Children of pl:rsolls deprived of cilizl:llship. 
13, I.oss or citizcnsllip through abscilce li·mll Zililbabwe. 
It Restoration of citizenship, 

IS, Cili'l.\!)\ship ol'WOIlll:llnul uflected by IIImria~e. 

PARTY 

(;IiNEltAI, 

16, t>.lillisler 1I0t required 10 give re:Jsons li)r decisiunso 
17, IlontH':Jry cilizens, 
18, Certific:Jtcs or citizenship in ccrtain euscs. 
19, Minister may extcnd periods. 
W, E J ,dem:\!, 
11. ('Hl:J\~l:s illIl111I!Ualtics, 
lL R:glllatul'Y pOWl:!":> til' ~.Iillislcr. 
11, °1 r IlIsiliomtl provision: Illlll~cili:t.ell ufti':l:·huhkJs. 

AN ACT to maliC l'ul'Ulcl'III'u\'i!liun fur ciliJ,clI!lhil) ul"i',iIllIHllm'c <1111.110 III'O\'jlic fill' "lallel'S CUlillcdcd thercwith 0.· 
illcidclllliliherc(u, 

IDate ofeommcllcelllclIl: 1st Deeelllbcr, II)K4,I 

IVIIEHEAS seeli!)ll!> -1, 5, 6 ,lIId "/ oi" the COIiSlillltiull provide :IS lilllmvs (tlil! n.:iCfl!IICeS ttl "the apptlinled day" being 

1.:1i:)I.:nccs 10 Ihe 111111 AlII ii, I,)KO)--

4. ,.J IA~I'.\'OIl 11'110, iIl/IIH~"iateb' heJiwe the (l11/wil/kif day, IJ'(/.\' !II' 11'11,\' (h!<Jllh~,I/(I /I.! {/ .::ili::!!11 by birth, d'!.'iI.',!JI/ OJ' regis~ 
traiiotl shan, !!II (lwl lifter that (/(1.1', be a cili::ell o/Zilllhablt'e by bil'lh, "':.\'(;':lIt ()/' regi:.,t/'(ltiol/, (/,\. Ihc cm'(! 111(1.1' be, 

5. (/) A person bom ill Zimbabwe 011 or after Ihe appoillied day shall be {I cili::ell o/'Limbabll'c by birth 1I111e.ss-

(II) (/t the. lime. (lfllis hirth, hisfalher-
(i) 1'{J~'.\·e,~'s<J.I' such ill/llumily/nllil SlIil wul I.:gal JI/'OC;:H ,1\' i.~' ilc';{II';:/.'d to lise <JIII'OJ' o/{I/Ol'oJigll s(JI'crciglllJ(IIJ'cr 

accrIJdi/o.!d to Zimbabll°<J; wul 
(ii) /:.·.//Ot a ciliz(!11 ofZilllha/Jll'c; 

or 
(b) (II the time of his hirth-

(i) hisjraher js (III enemy alien; (l1Il1 
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CITIZENSIIII' OF ZIr.mAIiWE ACT 

(ii) his molher i.\' baallcd ill (/ place .~el (/xidc/i1r Ihe IlIlerllmelll f!lellcmy a/ie'lls or Ihe hirlh ocr'lIl'S ill (/ place 1 
under Of:C1I/JOlIon h;v fbe (:ltemy; 

01' 

(e) al lite limc III hix hi,.,h, his fi11/w,. 0,., in 'he OIS(' 0./ 1111 iII('l~ifimaff; child, hix lIIolher ix I"('.\'idillg ill 7.illl"II"'I"(' in 
(:0I1'1"I1I'('lI/iol1 f1( ,I/(' I,,./ll'isiolls f!l(//lY 1mI': 
!-'I'()\'idcd 1hal, i'/slI!J.w.'I/IICII110 hi,~ hinh hi,I'ji"her 1.'I"/IIolhf'l', (IS 'he ca.I(' mll.l' he, is accl.'pledfuI' PCI'IIIII//C'Ij( l'esificl1ft 

ill Zimbab1l'c flllder (IllY 11111' illfiJl"cC ill Zimhahll'c, he shall be a cili=ell o/Zimhabll'e by birlll; or 
(d) al 'he lime oJhis birlh, his/mha or, ill Ihe case oj all iIIcgitimate child, his molhe,. is--

(i) 1/01 a dfizel1l!l7Jmhl1mrc; ami 
(ii) 1101 ordillllrill' rcxidC/lt ill '1.imhaIJlt"c. 

(2) II person born (J1Ilsidc '1.imhl1l111'c 011 or a'p(,I'/"c appoillled doy shalllw (/ cili;;ell o./7.imhahll"e hy hi,.,h il
(a) hi.l'jil/hf!l', or, ill the crise (!lllll iIIcRili/JI/lfe child, hi.~ mol he" i.l- af ,hc lime (!I'Ms hirlh-

(i) (/ 1.';1;::(,11 (!( Zilllho/l\f'(' alld 1'I'.I'idf'1/1 o/lfsidc 7.;111"(//)11"(' ".1' /"{'f/SOII f!llhc .l"f'n'i/"(~ (!l hisjillll('r or his lIIu!lI('/", III 

'he I'Ilse /1/(1\' h(', l/IId!:/' Iltr' (,'(11'''/,11/111'111; or 
(ii) /olljill(1' on;ilwri(1' resid('lIt ill 7.im"ahu·c; 

ami 
(h) his hi,.fh is re1{iSfered ill accordallce wit" I"e lall' relatillg fa '''e re1{istratirm 0./ hir'h~, 

6, Sm'e Wi is olherll'ise IN'O\,ided hy section 5 (2), a !,el',WII bol'll olltside 7.imha/Jll'e 01/ or a'pe/' the lIppoillled day .fhall 
he a cilizen (~fZimbl1hll'e by desce/ll if-

(a) his jilT/WI' 01', ill 'he (.'a.~e 0/(111 ill('f!,ilimfll(' d,iJd, "i,t molher is III Ihe lillie f!lhi.l· birth /I cili=l?ll r!lZimbahwc ot"el'U'iSf 
IlwlI by descenl; (lnd 

(II) hi.t bil"" is regislcred ill accoh/(Il1cc lI'ilh the /(111' I'c/lltillg to Ille l'ef!,iSlralirJII I~f birlhs, 

7. (/) Ally pC/"HJII 11"110, il1lfllcdiatc(I' h('ji1l'c Ihe appoillfcd day, pos.fesscd .1"111."11 ql/lIlijicatiol/.\' /lI'cscrihed hy 'hc Imr 
111('11 ill jim:e relalillg to dli::clIsllip liS U'OI/!d IIm'c elllilled tile Mini.IN,. as defillcd ill that loll', IIpOI/ (lpplic(llirJII d/l~l' 
lIlade olld .l"III!I·I~cIIO Ille afJplicf1l1f ,l'(lIisjl'illg lh(' AliniSII'/' (IS 10 cerla;n II/aller.\', If) (llll/wri::e hj,f regi.\'lralion a.\' II cilizen 
.~/wll he clllillt'd - ' 

(a) II/JlllIlI/llking 1I1'I,Ii('(II;Ol/ af 0".1' lilllf' dl/ril/,!!. Ihc /wl'iori f!ljil'C ,I'(,rll'S./iWI/ I/'(' (lP/JOillled drr.I' ill ,\IIc1'l11mll/(,I'aS /lin.\" 
he {-,1'(,,\('I"ihcd hy,'r mul!'/" fill .. ref 1!/TarliflllwIII; find 

(h) f(/it'/' .l"flli.~li'illg IIIf' ,\lilli.\I(,I"/il/' IIII' lill/I' '-'I'ill,!! 1"f'.I,{,olls;!.II'}'1' r'ili:f'II.1"hi" (/.\' /0 1/10.\'" //Iofl('l's; 

'0 II(: I'cJ!.istaed (/,~ II cili=ell o./7.illl"all1l"e. 

(2) A,II' 1\'011/(1/1 1I'ho-
(a) is, 0/1 lite oPljoillled day, mal'ried to a pcr,mll lI'bo--

(i) is, OII,hc afJlwilllcd day, a cifizen rl%imhalllfe"y l'irtl/C o//he p/'(J\'isi(}/IS ()f.~ecti(lll 4; or 
(ii) rr/ier the fI/'POilll('d day, "comICs II ('ili:cl1 o/7.imha!me '111;le lite II/arriage slill suhsists; 

or 
(h) I,rio/' 10 tile 1I1'IJOill/t'd da.\', lras IIIIII'ried 10 II/JlY.\'OIl 11'110 -

(i) is, 011 II/(: appointed day, {I citi=clI rd'l.imhafJlfu hy I'ir/IIC Id'llte I'rOl'I,I'ioIlS (d',~CCli/J1I 4: or 
(ii) havillR died bejore Ihe (/I'lmillled day, Ifotdd, hlii/ol' his death. IIl11'e heen (I cilizen o./Zilllbabll'e by I'irtlle flJ 

lite 1'/'()I'isiollS aJseclioll ,f: 
or 

(c) 011 or ajier Ihe appoilllcd day, /IIm·";es a IJel'.\"oll II'ho is a cilizen o/Zimhahll'e or 11'110 1J('come.~ a cilizell o/7.imhablre 
while Ihe 1II1II'I'iuge .~'ill.\"IIhsisls: 

,\'hall he elllif/ed, upon maki"g a""liclliioll ill sllch IIIII/Illcr liS lIIay he fJre.~crihed hy or under (111 Act of l'ar/ioIllCIlt, to 
he registered {IS a citizen oJXimhalllfe. 

(3) A ".I' ,wrsOII, olle f~( ,1'IlOse porel/ls is a ei,i:clI III XilllhaJJ we af the dale 0/ his al'pIiCalion, shall he elllillcd, 
/lIJfJ/l makillg ol',,/icalioll ill slIch II/rlllilel' as lIIay he I,re.w..'l"ihed hy 0/' IIndel' 11/1 ..rcl (!l/'ar/iamelll, 10 IJe rf'J!.is/I?/'cd (/J II 

citi:clI o/Zimlm/nre: 

r/,ol'idcd ,haf, i(lfl(' l'rr,W/I is //fIt f{(1I1I flge fIJI,! ("(lI"II.'il.", Ihe tlI',.,licatioll.l'hllll {w l/1ade 011 his {whal/lly his I'('sl'O/I· 
5ihlc IHII'elll O/" ".I' hiJ ,l!,lIa/"dirm O/" olhr'/"/fll1;fid /"('I)J'I'sfl1tlllirc. 

(I) A l'e/"Sr.·11 !lf11'1>fr,d 1111 O/' r~ftr.,. IIII' IIl'llOillf!'d dll.l' fly ol"dr'l" /I//I,{e 11I/llrl" tll(' 1m,. re/alill,!!. 10 ,II(' adoptio/l f!1 
dlilrlrt'll Irltn Ira.\" m". III "I!~ ddl(' IIj the m-,f,,/,. (I ('ili:"I/ r~/"'I.illll'fl/'1I"f' ,I'hllll hl'f'OIlI!" /I !"iliZt'lI 1!f'Zimholl11'f' 0/1 /1/1' dllte of 
lite order ij'IIIe (ldul',e!' 01', ill tile 1:c1.\C f?/ajoillt lIt/uplioll, Ihe mille adofJleJ' 'ff/.\", at Ihe date oj 'he order, a dlizell oj 
Zimhahll'e, (II/(I slIch ar/0plcd I'erSOIl sho/l he regarded as a citizell ofZimhahll'e by regis/mlion. 

(5) 711c regislratiol/ as (1 cilizell q( 7.illlbalJ1l"c o/a I'cr.wJII refcrred (0 ill slfhseclioll (I), (2) 01' (3) who is oj fi/II 
aRe shal/llol he e/li!Cled IlIIlrss rI//(I'lIIlif fflr 1)('/'.1'01/ I/(/.~ ,akcl/ (/ml slI/>scrihcd Ilir 0(1111 (!f loyally ill the lill'l/l scI 0111 ill 
,"j'her/llli' I, IIl1d ,\'lIch 111'1',\'0/1 ,I"olllw /"f'gi.I/r'l'r'r/ ond Il('r'olllc a f';liz('III!(1.illl/101111"1' hy I"egisll"lIlioll 1111111(' dolt, he lakcs 
(/I/r/.l'llh.w:rilws Ihe oa,II o/llIyal,y. 

((j) A persoll /"ejb'/'Cd Iv ill ,Hfbsec:lioll (I) wllo lias /lot ball rcgi.Hcred (/.'1 (/ cilizell o./Zimbllbll'e shall, jor Ille 
period referred 10 ;11 thar sllhscClioll, CII)O.I' Ihe sallie righls m/(I p/'i"ileges, o,her than fhose which relale 10 'he acquisi. 
tiol/ oj cili::cllship or II'hich relale 10 qllalifications jiJl' members (~r l'arfialllt!lIi or WJlel's, as a cilizen of7.imbahll'e. 

(7) III slIhsecliall (3), "respol/sible porcnl", ill re/aliolllo 11 child, meons-
(a) iflhe/alher is dead or the mo,her has hcclI 1{il'CII (,1I.ftOf~\' 0/ the child Ily ordcr 0./(1 CO/lI'I or has custad)' of,he child 

hy virtlle oj fhe prOl'isiol/s 0./ a 1(111' relalillg (0 Ihe glm/,diallship 0/ childre" or the child is illegitimate, I"r I/Io/her oj 
Ille child: 

(h) ill (Illy lither case, Ihe/il/her (!f"tllc child. 

[Ch.,ptcr <1:01 J 



CITllEN$IIIP OF ZIMBAI1WE ACT 881-5 

(8) For the pllrposes olthis section, a perSOIl slur/l he rc~ardcd GS-
(~r/1I11 age if"!' has attained Ihe age oill/ajari,y or if, /Icing IInder thaI (IRe, he is or has heen married; (lnd 
0//1111 capaci/.l' ifhe is /lof a/um'Olflld mind. 

WIIEREAS section 9 of the Constitution plflvides thnt an Act of I'arliament may make provision in respect of , 
,TI IEREFORE, be it enacted as follows:

PART I 

PRELIMINARY 

Short title 

·1 his Act lIl11y bc cited ns the Citizcnship nf Zimbabwe 
IChapter 4:(1). 

Interprelation 

In this A(~t-

me:lIIs nn)" cotmlty olher tll;1Il Zil11-

'''r,'"·,,,udli"l:cllship I:I\\"" IIlcans-
thc Citi7-cnship of Zimbabwe Act IChapter 23 of 
19741: 0' 

the Citizenship of Southern Rhodesia and British 
Nationality Act, 1963 (No. 63 nl" 1963); or 
the Citizenship of Rhodcsin nnd Nyasaland and 
Blitish Nationality Act, 1957 (Federal Act No. 12 of 
1(57); or 
the Southcrn Rhodesia Citizenship and British 
Nationality Act, 1949 (No. 13 of 1949); or 
the law relating to nnturali7-ation in force in Zim
babwe before the 1st January, 1950; 

inistcr" menTIs the Minister or 1I0me Affairs or any 
Minister to whom the Presidcnt may, from time to 

I assign the administration of this Act; 
I of loyulty" menlls the oath of loyally in the form 

~cincd in Schedule I to the Constitution; 
."persoll undcr le~l1l disahility" means a person who is 
lof full ngc or sound mind; 
Ulte~istrur-General" means the Registrar-General of 
il.enship referred to in section three; 
'rcsllOnsihlc parent", in relation to a child, means-

if the father is dead or the mother hns been given 
custody of the child hy virtue or n law relating to the 
gllmdi:lIIship (If children or the child is illegitimate, 
the mother tlfthe child: or 
in any other case, the father of the child. 

(2) For the purposes of this Act-
I) a person shall be regarded as being of full age if he 

has nllllined the age of eighteen years or il~ being 
under that age, he is or has been married; 

I) a person shall be regarded as not having attained a 
spccified age until the commencement of the rele
vant anniversary of the day of his birth; 

:) any period of residence, event occurring or thing 
donc hcli.)rc the 18th April, 1980, in the aren which 
on that date was included in the external boundaries 
of Zimbabwe shall be treated as though it ,,"'ere a pe
riod or rcsidenee, evcnt occurring or thing done, as 
the case may be, in Zimbabwc; 
a person shall bc regarded as ordinarily resident in 
Zimbnhwe if he has lawfully and voluntarily cstab
lished his usual place nf residence in Zimhabwe, 
otherwise than as a visitor, with the intention of re
maining therein. 

PART II 

REGISTRAR·GENERAL OF CITIZENSIIIP 

3 Registrar-General of Citizenship 

(I) Therc shall be a Rcgislrnr-Ocneral of Citizcnship, 
whose office shall be a public ollice and simI! form part of 
the Puhlic Service. 

(2) The Rcgistl'Ur·Genernl shall pcrfOTllI slIch functions 
as arc confeHed upon him in telms nfthis Act. 

PAltT III 

AO)\J1~1T10N of CIT1ZENSIIll' IIY RE(HS'IRATION 

4 Applications for registration of persons of full 
~ge and sound mind I 

(I) Subject to this Ilart, the Minister may authorize the 
registration of a person as a citizen of Zimbnbwe if that 
person-

163 

(a) is ofrul! nge amI sound mind; and 
(b) npplies lix the Minister's authority in the prescribed 

fonn and man ncr; and 
(c) satisfies the Minister that-

(i) he is of good character and a fit and proper 
person to be registered os a citizen of Zim
habwe; and 

(ii) at the date of his application; he is ordinarily 
resident in Zimbabwe and has becn so resident, 
whether continuously or as an aggregate of a 
number of periods, for at least five years: 

Provided that, if the President considers that 
the special circumstances of any particular case 
:"0 warrant, he IIlny authorize the Minister to 
accept n shorter period of residence; and 

(iii) he intends. aller the grant of his application, to 
continue to reside in Zimbabwe, subject to the 
exigencies of his cmploymcnt; and 

(iv) he is willing to renounce any other citizenship 
he mny hold ir he becomes a citizen of Zim
hnbwe. 

(2) No period during which :l person who applies ror the 
Minister's authority in tenns of subsection (I) was confined 
to or was nn inmate of a prison, refonnatory, mental 
hospital or other such institution in Zimbabwe or resided in 
Zimbabwe as a visitor shall be counted for the purposes of 
that subsection as a period or residence in Zimbabwe. 

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed as limiting 
in any way the entitlement of a person referred to in section 
7 of the Constitution to be registered as a citizen of 
Zimbabwe. . . 

5 Applications for registration of persons under 
legal disability 

If the responsible parent or guardian or other lawful 
represcntative of a person under legal disability who is not 
entitled in tcrnls of subsection (3) of section 7 of the 
Constitution to he registered as a eitizcn of Zimbabwe
(a) applies in the prescribed manner for the Minister's 

authority; and 
(b) satisfies the Minister that the person under legal 

disability-

IChapter4:01] 
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(i) is, at the date of the application, ordinarily 
resident in Zimbabwe: and 

(ii) has associations by way of descent. Icngth of 
residence or otherwise with Zimbabwe which 
justify his registration os a citizcn of Zim
babwe; 

the Minister may authorize the registration (If the person 
under legal disability as a citizen of Zimbabwe: 

Provided that the Minister may, where he thinks fit, 
accept and grant an application made by someone who is 
not the responsible parent or guardian or other lawful 
representative of the person under legal disability to whom 
the opplicatinfl relates. 

6 Rejected applications and applications from 
former citizens not to be considered for two 
years 

(I) Subject to subseclion (2), the Minister shall not 
consider an application in tenns of section jour or fil'€!-
(0) if he has previollsly rejected a similar applicatioll 

made by or in respect of the same person; or 
(b) if thc person by or in respect of whom the applica

tion is made was formerly a citizen of Zimbahwe but 
renounced his citizenship or ceased to he a citizen in 
terms of sectiollllille; 

until the expiry of n period of two ycnrs heginning on the 
date of reject inn of the previous application or thc date 011 

which thnt person ceased to be a citizen of Zimbab\',!e, ns 
the case may be. 

(2) I f he considers that the special circumstances of the 
case warrant such action. the Minister may-
«(/) consider any application referred to in suhsection (I) 

helt)re the expimtioll of the two-ycar period referred 
to in that subsection; or 

(b) refuse to consider an application referred to in 
subsection (I) made by nr in respect of it former citi-
7.en until the expiry of such further period as he COIl

siders apprupriatc aftcr the expiry (If the two-ycar 
period rcfened to ill that sllhsectioll. 

7 Registration 
(I) The registration as a citizcn of Zimbabwe ofa pcrson 

to whom subsection (I) of section jour relatcs shall not be 
elTeeted unless that person has taken the oath of loyalty. 

(2) The Rcgistrnr-General shall notify n pcrson who is 
required to take the oath of loyalty in terms of this scction 
or in tenns of subsection (5) of section 7 of the Constitution 
of the timc within which nnd the person before whom he 
may take the unth of loyalty. 

(3) A person who is required to takc the oath of loyalty 
in terms of this section shall bc registered and become :l 

citizen of Zimbabwe by registration on the date h~ takcs the 
oath of loyalty. 

(4) A person whose registration as a citizen of 7.i1ll
habwe has heen authorizcd ill tenns of section jil'C :-:hall 
hecome a citizen of 7.illlhabwe hy registration on such date 
as thc r\;liuister may direct. 

8 Certificates of registration 

A person who becomes a citizen of Zimbabwe aner 
taking the ooth of loynlly in terms of scction seven or 
subsection (5) of section 7 of the Constitution shaH he 
issucd with a ccrtilicate of registratioll (IS a citizen of 
Zimhabwe. which cellif1cn!e shall be in 1he form 
prcscrihed. 

(Chapter 4:0tl 

PART IV 

i'ROIiIUITION OF DUAL CITIZENSHIP AND RENUNCIATION, 
DEI'RIVATION, Loss AND RI~o;;H)RATION Or- C!TIZENSIIII' 

9 Prohibition of dual citizenship 
(I) Subject to this section, no citizen of Zimbabwe 

is of full nge and sound mind shall he cntitled to be 
citizen of a foreign country. 

(2) A citizen of Zimbobwe of full age who, by vnluntaJ} 
act other than marriage, acquires the citizenship of 
foreign coulltry shall immediately cease to he a citizen 
Zimbabwc. 

(3) A citizen ofZimhnbwe who acquires by mrllTi,asc 
citizcnship of n foreign country shall cease to bc n 
ofZimbab\ .... e onc year ollcr the date ofthc marriage 
011 or before the expiry of that period, he has ,e,,07,,,<<:<1 
forcign citizenship in thc fonn Dnd rminner "",,,,,;I,e,1. 

(4) A citizen of Zimbabwe of full age who, 
means other thon by voluntary act or marringe. 
citizenship of II foreign country shnll cease to 
of Zimbabwc OIlC year ancr the date of Stich 
unless, on or before the expiry of the period, 
rcnounced his foreign. citizenship in the form and 
prescribed. 

(5) A citizen of Zimbabwe who. when he becomes 
full nge, is also a citizen of a foreign country shall ••• ,"" ,.'" 
hc n citizen of Zimhnhwe olle ycar after he 
majority unless, on or before the expiry of that 
has renounced his foreign citizenship in the 
manncr prescribed. 

(6) A person who becomes a CItizen 
registration while he is a citizen of n foreign country 
ceasc to be n citizen (If Zimhahwc one year aller 
registration unless. on or before the cxpiry uf that 
he has renounced his foreign citizen:-:hip in the fonn 
mmmer prescribed: 

Provided that a person who. at any time betwecn the 
.Iallllnry. 19&5. alld the 31 st Deccmber. 19&5-
(0) hecmne a citizen ofZimhabwe hy registration; and 
(h) was enrolled as a voter 011 any roll in temlS of 

Electoral Aet, 1979 (No, 14 of 1979); 
shall be deemed not to have lost his citizenship of ' 
babwe solely all account of his not having renounced 
foreign citizenship in tcrms of this subsection. 

(7) /\ citizen of Zimbabwe of full nge who. on the 
Deccmber, 1984, is also a citizen ofa foreign country 
cease to he a citizen of Zimbabwe one year afier that 
unless. on or bcfore the expiry of that period, he 
renounced his foreign citizenship in the fonn and 
prescribed. 

(N) Notwithstanding anything to thc cuntrary in 
othcr enactment, but subject to subsection (9). any 
who was ordinarily resident in Zimbabwe ;mm<:d;"te\rt:' 
before the 1 st December 1984, and who ceases to 
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citizcn ofZimbahwe in temlS nfsuhsection (3), (4), (5), 
or (7) shnll be cntitled. on and aner the date on which 
censed to be 0 citizen of Zimbabwe-
(0) to reside in Zimbabwe; and 
(b) to acquire. hold and dispose ofmovahle and 

able property in Zimbabwe; and 
(e) to he indcntured os an opprelltice or tmince and 

cnter. practise or cngage in any profession. trade 
calling or employmcnt ill Zimbabwe; and 

(d) to uhtain cducation fur himself and his children 
Zimbabwe; and 
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generally, to do all such things as mDy be done by 
person!> who arc ordinarily resident in Zimbabwe. 

(9) The Minister may, by order. deprive a person of all 
of his rights under subsection (8) on the same 
as he could deprive that person of his citi7.enship. 

were fI citi7.en of Zimbabwe by registration. 
"""CI'IOI1 clcven shall apply. IIIlltatis mutandis, in respect 

made in tenns of this subsection. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, 
a person is of unsound mind for the whole or any 

of any period during which he may elcct to renounce 
foreign citizenship in tCl1l1S of subsection (3), (4), (5), 

(7), the pcriod during which he may I1lDke the 
shall be extended accordingly. 

I) Where he cOI1!>iders that it is necessary or desirable 
case of an individual to do so, and that it will not be 

'.""mry to the national interest, the Presidcnt may, by 
grant stich individual an exemption from all or any 
provisions of this section subject to sllch conditions 
may specify. and may rcvoke or amend any such 

,<io,"'p'ion. 

A citizen of Zimbabwe of full nge and sounJ minJ 
to subsection (4), make a declaration of 

,1""unci,,,i(Jll' of his citizenship of Zimbabwe. 

to subsection (4). the responsible parent or 
lawful representative of a person under 

11~::~~i~}I~:::;b~lI1l~~a~Y~',i if that person unJcr legal disability is a 
with the consent of the Ministcr makc 

person under legal disability a declaration 
'h"i,I •• '.~n,"""lUuon of his citizenship of Zimbabwe: 

that the Ministcr may, where he thinks fit, 
a declaration or rcnunciation in respect of a citizen 

disability from a person other than the respol1-
I or guardian or other lawful represcntative and, 
suhsection (4), cnusc such u rcnunciation tn be 

J,!i,'crcd. 
A declaration made in terms of subscction (I) or (2) 

be of force or effect unless it is made and regis
the form and manner prescribed. 

declaration made in terms of subsection (I) or (2) 
rcg:is'e"," without the authority of the Minister if 

concerned is a citizen or nationnl of foreign 
which Zimbabwe is engaged in war. whethcr 

or not. 

Upon the registration of a declaration madc in terms 
section. the person by whom or in respect of \\'hom 

is made shall ceasc to he a citizen of 

Subject to this section, the Minister may. by order, 
a citi7.en of Zimbabwe by registration of his 

"ili""lSlli'p of Zimbabwe if it is discovered that when-
a ccrtificate of naturlllization or other document 
conferring naturalization wns granted or deemcd to 
have been granted to or in respect of the person in 
lenns of a former citizenship law~ or 
a certificate of citizenship was' grantcd to or in 
respect of the person in terms ofa fonner citizenship 
law or this Act; or 
the persoll was registered as a citizen in terms of a 
former citizenship law or this Act: 

was not entitled to be naturalized or rcgistereJ, 
case may be, as a citizen of Zimbabwe. 

(2) Subject to this section. the Minister may, by order, 
dcprive a citizen of Zimbabwe by registration of his 
citizenship ifhe is satisfied that-
(a) the naturalizution or registration of the person as a 

citizcn in tenns of a former citizenship law or this 
Act was obtained by menns of fraud, false represen
tation or the cOl1ccahnent of a matcrial fact; or 

(b) the person has shown himself to ~e disloyal or 
disaffected towards Zimbabwe or has acted in a 
manner prejudicial or likely to be prejudicial to pub. 
lic safety or public order; or 

(c) thc person has, during any war in which Zimbabwe 
is or has been engaged, whether such war is or was 
dcclafcJ or not, unlawfully tmded or communicated 
with an enemy or been engaged in or assisted with 
any business which was to his knowlcdge carried on 
in sllch a manner as to assist an enemy in thnt war; or 

(d) the person has, within five years aner becoming a 
citizcn in tenns of a fonner citizenship law or this 
Act. becn sentenced in any country to imprisol1l11cnt 
for a period of twelve 1110nths ot more; or 

(e) the person has been convicted in Zimbabwe of 8n 
offence specified in the Schedule and sentenced to 
imprisonment for a period of twelve months or more 
without the option ofa fine; or 

(f) the person was, immediately before he was regis
tered as a citizen. a prohibited person in terms of any 
enactment relating to immigration in force in Zim
babwe: 

I'rovided that a person who lIDS becn registered as 
a citizen in tenus of section 13 of the Zimbabwe 
Constitution (TranSitional, Supplementary and Con· 
sequential Provision's) Order 1980 shall not be de
prived of his citizenship on the ground that before 
sllch rcgistration he wus a prohibited person; or 

(g) the person was a citi7-cll of a foreign country and has, 
ill terms of the law in force in that foreign country, 
bcell deprived of that citi7-el1ship on grollnds which 
the rvtillistcr considers arc suhstantinlly simil:n to 
any of the grounds spccificd in subsection (I) or this 
subsection, 

(3) ·n,c Minister shall not deprive a person of his citi
zenship by order made in tcmlS of subsection (I) or (2)-
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«(I) if. by rcason of the order, thc person would be 
n,'ndered stateless; or 

(b) unlcss he is satisfied that it is not conducive to the 
public good that the person should continue to be a 
citizen of Zimbabwe. 

(4) Before making an order in terms of subsection (I) or 
(2), thc Minister shall couse to he servcd on the person 
against whom the order is proposed to be made a notice in 
writing infoOllillg him of the grounds on which it is 
proposed to be made and of his right to have his case 
referred for inquiry in teoos of ~ubsection (5). 

(5) I f a person against whom an ordcr in temlS of sub
section (I) or (2) is proposed to be made so requests within 
thirty days of a notice being served upon him in tenns of 
subsection (4), the Minister shall refer the case within 
twenty-one days to a commissioner appointed for the 
purpose by the President. 

(6) A person shall be qualified for appointment as a 
commissioner in terms of subsection (5) ifhe is or has been 
a judge of the Supreme Court or the High Court or is 
qllalilicd in ternlS of section 82 of Ihe Constitution for 
appointment as a judge of the Supreme Court or the High 
Court. 

(Chapter 4:011 
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(7) A commissioner appointed in terms ofsubsectioll (5) 
shall-
(a) subject 10 any regulations mmJe in terms of section 

twentY-/II'O, conduct due inquiry into the case; and 
(b) report to the Minister as to the necessity or expedi

ence of making an order in terms of subsection (I) or 
(2), as the case may be. 

(8) The powers, rights and privileges of a commissioner 
appointed in temlS of subsection (5) shall be the same as 
those conferred upon a commissioner by the Commissions 
of Inquiry Act [Chapter }O:(7). other than the power to 
order a person to be detained. in custody, and sections 9 to 
13 and 15 to 18 of that Aet shall apply, mlltatis mUlandis, in 
relation to an inquiry under this section and to a person 
summoned to give evidence or giving evidence at the 
inquiry. 

(9) A report made by any police officer or immigration 
officer in connection with a pcrson against whom an ordcr 
is proposcd to be made in tenns of suhsection (I) or (2) 
shall not be disclosed at an inquiry held in terms of this 
section to any person other than the commissioner if the 
Minister certifies that its disclosure to any person otlter 
than the commissioner would not be in the public interest. 

(10) In deciding whether or not to deprive a person of 
his citizenship hy order ill tenns (If suhsection (I) or (2). 
the Minister shall pay due regard to any report made by a 
commissioner in tenns of subsection (7). 

(11) A person \\lho is deprived of his citizenship hy 
order ill tenns of subsection (I) or (2) shall ecnse to he a 
citizen' (If Zillllmhwe nn a date 10 he spccilied hy Ihe 
Minister in the ordcr. 

12 Children of persons deprived of citizenship 
(I) If a person is deprived of his citizenship of Zim

h;lbwe by ordcr ill lellns of sectioll cfen'lI. the ~til1isler 
may, subject to subsectiuns (2) and (3), by order deprivc of 
his citizenship any child of whom the person is the respon
sihle parent. if that child-
(a) is not of full age; and 
(b) is a citizen ofZimbahwe hy registwtion. 

(2) Before making an order in tcrms of subsection (I), 
the Minister shall caUse to be served on the responsible 
parent or guardian of the child against whom the order is 
proposed to be made a Ilotice in writing informing him of 
the grounds on which it is proposed to be made and of his 
right to have his case referred for inquiry in lerllls of 
subsection (3). 

(3) If the responsible parent or guardian of a child 
against whom an order in terllls of subsection (I) is 
proposed to be made so requests within thirty days of a 
notice being served 011 him in terms of subsection (2), the 
Minister shall refer the case for inquiry and report to a 
commissioner appointed for the purpose by the President, 
and thcreaOer suhsections (6), (7), (8), (9) and (10) of 
section eleve" shall apply. mlltatis IIIlIlalle/is. 

(4) A child who is deprived nfhis citizenship by order in 
tenus of suhsection (I) shall cease to he citizen of 7.il11-
btlhwe (Ill n date tn he specified hy the Minister in the 
ordcr. 

13 loss of citizenShip through absence from 
Zimbabwe 

(I) Suhject to this section. 0 citizen of Zimbabwe hy 
registration shnll cease to be a citizen ofZimhllhwe if, ancr 
he has hecome of full11ge and while he is of sound mind. he 
is or has been ahsent from Zimbahwe filr n ctilltinuous 

(Chapter 4;01 J 

period of sevcn years or such longer period ns the 
at his request Illay fix before the expiry of the period. 

(2) No period-
(a) during which a person was ahsent from Zi,nbab,,,1 

hy reason of his service-
(i) with an intematiollal organization of 

Zimbabwe was at the time a member; or 
(ii) in the full-time employment of-

or 

A_ the State; or 
11. a person resident in Zimbabwe; or 
C. a society, body of persons o~'r~~'~~p'a~'~i 

the control and management 
in Zimbabwe: or 

D. a body incorporated directly by a law in 
force in Zimbabwe; 

(b) during \vhich a person is absent from Zimbabwe CD: 
account of his ill-health or disability; (lr 'I 

(c) during which a person takes a course of instructina, 
of not more than scven years at an educational insti- , 
tlltion outside Zimbabwe; or 

(d) during whieh a person who is the spouse, responsible 
parent, guardian. other lawful representative or child t 
of a person referred to in paragraph (a), (b) or (e)« 
of a citi7.cn of Zimbabwe by birth or descent. is ab
sent from Zimbabwe for the purpose of being \~ith 
him; 

shall be taken into riccount in determining the length of the 
person's absence from Zimbabive for the purpose of 
subsection (I). " 

(3) A rcqllest ttl extend the period during \vhich a person 
Illay be abscnt from Zimbabwe without losing his domicile, 
madc by :1 citizen of Zimbabwe ill terms of tiny enactment 
relating to immigration in force in Zimbahwe, shall. if 
granted. he deemed for the purposes of this section to be a 
request granted by the Minister intcnns of subsection (I). 

(4) Subsection (I) shall not apply to a citizen of Zim
babwe-
(a) who has, before. 011 or after the 18th April, 1980, 

served in the armed forces of Zimbabwe in time of 
war with a foreign country and has been honourably 
discharged therelrom; or 

(b) who has, before the 18th April, 1980, served in the 
armed forces of the United Kingdom or of a country 
which was a memher of the Ilritish Commonwcalth 
:1t the datc of service in time or war and h<ls been 
htlllOurably disc!l<lrged therefrom; or 

(c) who is thc spouse of a citizcn or Zimbabwe referred 
to in paragraph (a) or (b); or 

(d) if he would. by reason of his ceasing to be a citizen 
of Zimbabwe, he rendered stateless. 

14 Restoration of citizenship 
(I) A person who Itas-

(a) been deprived of his citizenship by order in lennsof 
section e/e\'ell or twe/l'e: or 

(b) ceascd to he a citizen "in terms of section nine or 
thirteen; 
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Illay apply to the Minister in the prescribed form nnd 
11l:lIIller for the restoratioll of his citizenship ofZilllhab\\e: 

I)ruvided that a person who was deprived of his citizen
ship in tenns of section twelve shall apply in terms of this 
section within twelve months aner the date on which he 
attains the age of eighteen years. 

(2) The Minister ma)'. suhject to such conditions as he 
may fix in each C<lse. restore citizcn~hip of Zimbabwe to a 
person who has npplied to him in tenns of subsection (J): 
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Provided that-
(i) such person shall not become a citi7.en of 

Zimbabwe until he has taken the oath of loy~ 
alty hefore a person specified hy the Minister; 

(ii) the Minister shall not restore citizenship of 
Zimbabwe to any person who is also a citizen 
ofa foreign country. except with the consent or 
the President. 

(3) A person whose citizenship has been restored in 
of this section shall become a citizen of Zimbabwe 
i on the date he takes the oath of loyalty in 

of proviso (i) to subsection (2). 

I'ARTV 

GENERAL 

Citizenship of women not affected by marriage 
A married woman shnll. sUhject to this Act and Chapter 

I of the Constitution, be cnpable of acquiring, losing, 
"I~\~~':~~~:herself of and being deprived of, citizenship of 
-n in all respects as if she were an unmarried 

of full age. 

Minister shall not be required to give reasons for his . ;JIJ~r~~;~1 to grant or approve any application made in tenus 
: i Act. 

17 Honorary citizens 
(I) Where, in the opinion of Ihe President, a person has 

done signal honour or rendered distinguished service to 
Zimbabwe, the President may grant him honorary citizen~ 
dlip of Zimbabwe. 

(2) A person to whom honorary citizenship is granted in 
terms of subsection (I) shall become an honorary citizen of 
Zimbabwe nn such date as the President may fix, 

(3) The grant of hOllorary citizenship shall not-
render the honorary citizen liable to military service 
or any other obligation of a citizen of Zimbabwe; or 
entitle the honorary citizen to be registered as a 
\,oler; or 
entitle any spOllse, child or other relation of the 
honorary citizen to become a citizen of Zimbabwe. 

Certificates of citizenship In certain cases 
(I) The Minister may. in stich cases as he thinks fit, 

Vant II certificate of citizenship to any citizen· of Zimbabwe 
or 10 IIny person with respect to whose citizenship a doubt 

i 
(2) A certificate granted to a person in terms of subsec

(I) shall, unless it is proved that it was obtained by 
fraud, false representation or the concealment of a 
fact, be conchisive proof that the person was a 

of Zimbabwe on the date of lhe certificate, but 
ailhout prejudice to any evidence that he was a citizen of 
Zimbab\\'e at an earlier date.' 

Minister may extend periods 
(I) Subject to section thirteen, the Minister may eXlend 

my period specified in this Act wilhin which any act may 
be or is required to he done, whether before or after the 

has expired. 
(2) Where the Minister has extended a period in terms of 

':lIIbsection (I), any consequence which ensued or" would 
..... e ensued, as the case may be, at the expiry of the 

I,,", .. ex(end"d period shall be deemed not to have ensued or 

slHlII not ensue, as the case may be, until the expiry of the 
extended period. 

20 Evidence 
(I) An authority, certificate. notice or document, other 

than an order made in terms of section clevcl/. which in 
terms of this Act may be granted, issued or given by the 
Minister shall be good and elTectunl if signed by the 
RegisLrar-General or by an officer of the Public Service 
authorized by the Registrar~General to sign' such an 
authority, certificate, notice or document and. when so 
signcd, shall for all pu'rposes be prima fade proof that it 
wns granted, issued or given in accordnnce with this Act. 

(2) A document purporting to be nil entry in a register 
made in tenns of this Act or a former citizenship law 
shall-
(a) be received in evidence on its production by any 

person and be prima fade proof of the mallcr speci
lied in the entry; and 

(b) hc deemed, unless the contrary is proved, to hnve 
been made by or on behalf of the person by whom or 
on whose behalf it purports to have been made. 

(3) A document purporting to be a notice, certificate,,· 
order, authority, declaration or SUbscription of an oath of 
loyoJty or allegiance given. gtanted, issued or made in 
term'S of this Act or a former citizenship law shall-
(a) be received in evidence' on its production by any 

person; and . 
(h) be deemcd. unless the contrary is proved. to have 

been given. grantcd, issued or made by or on behalf 
of the person by whom or on whose behalf it pur~ 
ports to hnve been given, granted, issued or made. 

(4) For the purposes of determining, in any proceedings 
before a court or otherwise, whether or not a person has 
ceased to he a citizen of Zimbabwe the fact that the 
person-
(a) po~"e;<;ses or has at any time possessed a valid 

passport or other travel document issued by the gov~ 
ernment of a foreign country; or 

(~) exercises or has at any time exercised any right or 
privilege accorded exclUSively to citizens of a- for
eign country; or 

(c) without the \\Titlen nuthority of the Minister, is 
serving in or has at any time served in the armed 
forces of a foreign country; 

shall he prima facie proof that the person is or at that time 
was, as the case mny be, a citizen of the foreign country. 

21 Offences and penalties 
(I) Any person who, for the purpose of procuring any

thing to be done or not to be done in tenns of this Act, 
makes a statement which he knows to be false in a material 
particular or does not know or believe to be true shall, 
without prejudice. to any other proceedings that may be 
taken against him, be guilty of an offence. 

(2) Any person who is not a citizen of Zimbabwe and 
who, without the written permission of the Minister, makes· 
use of a current Zimbabwean passport issued in his name 
shall be guilty of an offence: ': 

Provided that it shall he a defence to a charge under this 
subsection for a person to prove thnt, when he made use of 
the passport concerned, he believed on reasonable grounds 
that he was a citizen of Zimbabwe. 

(3) Any citizen of Zimbabwe who, without the written 
permission of the Minister, makes usc of a current passport 
issued in his name by the government of a foreign country 
shall be guilty ~f an offence: • 
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Provided that it shall be a defence to a charge under this 
subsection for a person to prove that, when he made use of 
the passport concerned, he was entitled in terms of section 
nille to be a citizen orthe foreign country concerned. 

(4) Any persall who is guilty of an offence in tenns of 
subsection (I), (2) or (3) shall he liable to a line not 
exceeding t\VO thousand dollars or to imprisonment fix a 
period not exceeding two years or to both such line and 
such imprisonment. . 

22 Regulatory powers of Minister 
(I) The Minister may by regulation prescribe all matters 

which in tenni> of-
(a) this Act; or 
(b) Chnpter II of the COllstitution; or 
(e) section 13 of the Zimbabwe Constitution 

(Transitional, Supplementnry and Consequentinl 
Provisions) Order 1980; 

arc required or pennitLed to be prescribed or which. in his 
opinion. are necessary or convenient to be prescribed for 
carrying out or giving eflect to this Act, Chapter II tlf the 
Constitution or section 13 of the said Order. 

(2) Regulations made in tenns of subsection (I) may 
provide for-
(a) the manner in which applications for registration as 

citizens of Zimbabwe shall be mnde; 
(h) the I1lnnner and fonn in which persons with dual 

eitizcnship llIay be rcquired to rcnOllllee their citi
zenship of a foreign country; 

(e) the time within which anything required or author
ized to be done in terms of this Act is to be done; 

(d) the registrntion of anything required or authorized in 
terms of this Act to be registered; 

(e) the administration 'and taking of the oath of loyalty 
and the time within which the oath of loyalty is to be 
taken' 

{fJ the giving of a notice required or authorized to be 
served on a person in terms of this Act; 

(g) the conduct of an inquiry by a cOlllmissioner 
appointed in terms of section elel'ell or twelve nnd 
the nature of evidence that may be led at such an ill
quiry; 
the remuneration and allowances that mny be pnid to 
a commissioner appointed ill tenns (If section eleven 
or twelve: 

(h) 

(j) 

the surrender and cancellntioll of ccrtificntes of 
citizenship. pa~sp{)rts or other doclllllents !"c1uting to 
the citizenship of persons deprived of their citizen
ship or who rehouncc their citizenship or cease to he 
citizens in temlS of this Act; 
the correction of any clerical errors or crrors of fact 
or substance in any register. certificnle of citizenship 
01' other document; 

(k) the circumstances in which and the conditions 
subject to which copies of certificates issued in lenns 
of this Act may he obtained; 

(I) the imposition and recovery of fees in respect 0[-

(i) applications made to the Minister or Registrar
General in tCmlS of this Act; or 

(ii) registration or the making of a dcc\anHioll or 
the grant of a ,certificate or the taking of an 
oath of loyalty; Of 

(iii) the supply of a certificate or other copy of a 
declaration, certi ficate or oath made, granted or 
taken by or in tenns of this Act or 8 fonner 
citizenship law; 

and for the application of any such fees. 
(3) Regulations made in lcnns of subsection (I) may 

provide penalties for contraventions thereof not exceeding 
a fine of five hundred dollars or imprisonment for 8 period 
of six months or both such fine and such imprisonment. 

23 Transitional provision: non-citizen 
office-holders 

Where the holder of any office or post is required by any 
enactment to be a citizen of Zimbabwe, the person who 
held such office or post immediately before the 1st Decem
ber, 1984, shall, notwith.~~anding the provisions of such 
enactment, continue to be:qiuilified to hold it if the Minister 
responsible for the admi.n!stration of the enacUnent con" 
cemed certifies ill \vriting "that he is a proper person to hold 
~uch offiec or post. '." 

SCIIEIIlJLE(Scetion II (2) (e» 
SPECIFIED OFrENCES 

I. Trenson or sedition. 
2. Murder. 
3. Rnpe. 
4. CUlltrnvening section 105 of the Electoral Act 

[Chapter 2:0/[. 
5. On or aftcr the 18th April. 1980, contravcning-

(a) any provision of the Law and Order 
(Maintenance) Act IChapter 11:07); 

(b) section 2 of tile I)rcservntinn of Constitutional 
Goventlllent Act (Chapter 11: 1 1 J; 

(e) any regulation made in tcnns of the Emergency 
Powers Act [Chapter JJ :04J; 

(d) section 4 or 5 of the Protected Places and 
Areas Act (Chapter 11: 12]; 

(e) section 6 or II of the Unlawful Organi7.ations 
ActlChapter 11:13); 

{fJ any provision of the Official Secrets Act 
[Chapter /I :091. 

6. Any attcmpt, conspiracy or incitement to commit. or 
being an accessory after the fact to the commission 
of. un offence specificd in this Schedule. 

,~ (' 
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