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CITIZENSHIP OF ZIMBABWE ACT

CUAPTER 4:01
CITIZENSHIP OF ZIMBABWE ACT

Acis 2321984, 71990 (5. 152(5)).
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AN ACT to make furihier provision for citiceuship of Zimbabwe and to provide for niatters counceted thevewith or
incidenin! 1hereto,
{Date of commencentent: 15t December, 1984,

WHEREAS sections 4, 5, 6 aud 7 ol the Constituiion provide as follons (e refercnees o “the appeinted day” being
lorenies Lo the TR Apiil, 1980) -

4. o person vwho, enediately before the appointed duap, was or was deeniecd 1o be a citizen by bivth, desceit oy regis- .
wation shall, en and after that day, be a citizen of Zimbabwe by bivth, descent or registration, as the case may be,
5. (1) . person born in Zimbabwe on or after the appointed day shall be u citizen of Zimbabwe by birth unless— \
fu)  at the time of his birth, his father—
(i) possesses such immunity from Suit and legal process ay is accorded o the cnvoy of o forcigh sovercign power
accredited to Zimbatnwe, and
(i) is.not a citizen of Zimbabwe;
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(b}  at the time of his birth—

(i) his father is an enemy alien; amd lNTERNAT'ON AL FOUND. ATION FOR ELEC'"ON SYSTEMS e
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(i) his mother is interned in a place set aside for the imternment of enemy liens or the birth occenrs in a place then
order occupation by the enemy;
o
(c)  af the time of his hivth, his father or_ i the case of an illegitimate child, his mather is residing in Zimthabhwe i in}
contravention of the provisions of anv faw:

Provided that, if subscquens to his bivth hvis father or mother, as the case may be, is aceepted for permanent vesidence l-
in Zimbhabwe under anv law in force in Zimbabwe, he shall be a citizen of Zimbabwe by bivth: or
() at the time of his birth, his father or, in the caxe of an illegitimare child, his mother is—
(i} not a citizen of Zimbabwe, and
(1) not ordinarily resident in Zimbahwe.

el

(2) o person born ontside Zimbabwe on or after the appointed dav shall be a citizen of Zimbabwe by bivth if -
() his father, or, in the case of an illegitimate child, Iis mother is ae the time of his hirth -
(i) e citizen of Zinthahwe anel yesident rwr\m'e Zimbhabwe I reason of the service of is father or his mother, d
the case mey: he, wider the Governnront;
(i) fwfully ordinur ilv resident in Zrmf'uhnc,'
and
¢h)  hix birth is registered in accordance with the law rvelating to the regisiration of births,
6. Suve as is otherwise provided by section 5 (2), a person born outside Zimbabwe on or after the appointed day shall
he a citizen of Zimbahwe by descent if—
{ea}  his father or, in the case of an illegitimaie « hr.’r! his mother is ar the time of his birth a citizen of Zimbafwe atherwise
thenr by d(f.vr_em', and
(h)  his birth is registered in accobdance with the law reluting to the registration of births.
7. (1 Amy person who, immediately before the appointed day, possessed such queldifications prescribed by the faov 35
then in force relating to citizenship as would have entitled the Minister as defined in that law, upon application duly
made and subjeet 1o the applicant satisfving the Minister as fo ceriain matiers, to anthorize Irrv registration as a citizen &
shtl be entitled —
(et} mpon making application at any time during the peviod of five vears from the appaimted day in sucl monner as may
fre presceibod by or sder an cet of Parlioment; amd '
() afier satisfinrg the Minister for dre gine being respaonsible for citizenshipy as to those metters; !
to be registered as a citizen of Zimbahwe. :

(2) Anmv woman who—

(@) i onihe approinted duay, married to a person who— .
(i) ix, on the appointed deay, a citizen of Zimbahwe by virtee of the provisions of section 4; or ;.
(i) affer the appointed day, beconres a cirizen of Zimbeatwe while the marr fage stilf subsists; y
or 1
th)  prior fo the appointed doy, was marricd to o person whe — ¥
(i) is, on the appoinied day, a citizen of Zimbabwe hy vietiee of the provisions of section J; or -
(i} having died before the appointed dav, would, but for his death, have been o citizen of Zimbabwe by virtue of

the provisions af section |,

P
or

(ct  onorafier the appoinied dav. marvies a person who is a citizcen of Zimbabwe or who becomes a citizen of Zimbalbwe
while the marriage still subsists;

ey,

shall be entitled, upon making applicaviont in such manner as may he prescribed by or wnder anr Act of Parliament, to
he registered as a citizen of Zimbabwe.

(3 Anv person, ane of whose paveints is a citizen of Zimbabwe ar the date of his application, shafl be entitled,
wpon making wppdication in such manner as may be prescribed by or under an Act of Parliament, to be regisiered as a
citizen of Zimbahwe:

Providded that, if the person is not of fiull age cid capacine, the application shalf be mede on his behalf by his vespon-
sibe parent or by his grardian or other favwfid represemtative.

T T e ey LT
—

‘ (1} A person adopted on or after the appointed dov by order made yder the lae relating o the odoption of
clrildren who sweas ot af the date of the order, o citizen of Zimbalarve shodl become o citizen of Zinthabwe on the dese of
the arder if the adopter or, in the cuse of a joint adoption, the made adoprer was, at the date of the order, a citizen of
Zimbabwe, and such adopted person shall be regarded as a citizen of Zimbabwe by registration.

(5) The registration as a citizen of Zimbabwe of a person referred to in subsection (1), (2) or (3) wha is of full
age shall not be effected wnless and until the person urs taken amd subscribed the oath of lovalty in the form sef ont in 1
Schednle 1, and such person shall be vegisterod ad hecome a citizen of Zimbalnee hy registration on the date he takes |1
aned subscribex the oath of lovalty. {
(6) A person referved to in subsection (1) wha has not heen registered us d citizen of Zimbabwe shall, for the b
! period referred to in that subsection, enjoy the same rights and privileges, other than thase which relate to the acquisi-
tion af citizenship or which relarte to gualifications for members of Parliament or voters, as a citizen of Zimbabwe.
‘ (7) Insubsection (3), “responsible parent™, in relation to a child, means—
fa) ifthe father is dead or the mother has been given custody af the child by order of o court or has custodv of the child }.F
hy virmue of the provisions of a law relating to the guardianship of children or the child is illegitimate, the mother of
the child;
(hy  inany other case, the father of the child. ¢

wTEa e
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)
b)

p

(2)

1

NI WHEREAS section 9 of the Cor
izenship:
PW, THEREFORE, be it enacted as follows:—

(8} For the purposes of this section, a person shall he regarded as—

of full age if he has attained the age of majoriny or if, heing under that age, he is or has been married: and

af full capacity if he is not of unsound mind.

PART 1
I'RELIMINARY

Short title

his Act may be cited as the Citizenship of Zimbabwe
P | Chapner 4:01).

Interpretation

(1} Inthis Act—

“lorcign country” means any country olher than Zim-
Jbwe;

“former citizenship law™ means—

the Citizenship of Zimbabwe Act {Chapter 23 of

1974]. or

the Citizenship of Southern Rhodesia and British
Nationality Act, 1963 (No. 63 of 1963); or

the Citizenship of Rhodesin and Nyasaland and
British Nationality Act, 1957 (Federal Act No, 12 of
1957); or

the Southern Rhodesia Citizenship and
Nationality Act, 1949 (No. 13 of 1949); or
the law relating o naturalization in {orce in Zim-
babwe before the st January, I950;_

British

“Minister™ means the Minister of lome Affairs or any
her Minister to whom the President may, from time to
i, assign the administration of this Act;

“oath of loyalty”™ means the oath of loyally in the form
ecified in Schedule | to the Constitution;

Mperson under legal disability™ means a person who is
L of full age or sound mind;

“Registrar-General” mecans the Registrar-General of
izenship referred Lo in section three;

[‘vesponsible parent”, in relation to a child, means—

il the [ather is dead or the mother has been given
enstody of the child by virtue of & law relating (o the
guardianship of children or the child is illegitimatc,
the mother of the child; or

in any other case, the father of the child.

For the purposcs of this Acl—

a person shall be reparded as being of full ape if he
las atlnined the age of cighteen years or i, being
under that age, he is or has been married;

a person shall be regarded as not having attained a
specificd age until the commencement of the rele-
vant anniversary of the day of his birth;

any period of residence, evenl occurring or thing
done belore the 18t April, 1980, in the area which
on that date was included in the external boundaries
of Zimbabwe shall be treated as though it vere a pe-
riod of residence, event occurring or thing dong, as
the case may be, in Zimbabwe;

a person shall be regarded as ordinarily resident in
Zimbabwe if he has lowfidly and voluntarily estab-
lished his usual place of residence in Zimbabwe,
otherwisc than as a visitor, with the intention of re-
maining therein.

istitution provides that an Act of Parliament may make provision in respect of

PART [T
REGISTRAR-GENERAL OF CITIZENSHIP

3 Registrar-General of Citizenship

(1) There shall be a Registrar-General ol Citizenship,
whose office shall be a public office and shall form part of
the Public Service.

(2) ‘The Registrar-General shalt perform such functions
as arc conlerred wpon him in terms of this Act.

PART UI

ACOUISITION OF CETIZENSHIP 13y REGISTRATION

4 Applications for regtstration of persons of full

age and sound mind ¢

(1) Subject to this Part, the Minister may authorize the
registration of a person as a citizen of Zimbabwe il that

person— .

(a) isof full age and sound mind; and

(b) applics for the Minister’s authority in the prescribed
form and manner; and /

{c) satisfics the Minister that—

(i) he is of good character and a fit and proper
person Lo be registered as a citizen of Zim-
babwe; and

(ii) at the date of his application; he is ordinarily
resident in Zimbabwe and has been so resident,
whether continuously or as an aggregate of a
number of periods, for at least live ycars;

Provided that, if the President considers that
the special circumstances of any particular case
so warrant, he may awthorize the Minister to
accept a shorter period of residence; and

(iii) he intends, after the grant of his application, to
conlinue to reside in Zimbabwe, subject to the
exigencics of his employment; and

(iv) he is willing to renounce any other citizenship
he may hold il he becomes a citizen of Zim-
habwe.

(2) No period during which a person whe applies for the
Minister’s authority in terms of subsection (1) was confined
lo or was an inmate of a prison, rcformatory, mental

_ hospital or other such institution in Zimbabwe or resided in

Zimbabwe as a visitor shall be counted for the purposes of
that subsection as a period of residence in Zimbabwe.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed as limiting
in any way the entitlement of a person referred to in section
7 of the Constitution to be registered as a citizen of
Zimbabwe. ’ '

5 Applications for registration of persons under

iegal disability

If the responsible patent or guardian or other lawful
representative of a person under legal disabilily who is not
entitled in terms of subsection (3} of section 7 of the
Constitution to be regislered as a citizen of Zimbabwe-—

(a)
(&)

applies in the preseribed manner for the Minister’s
authority; and

satisfies the Minister that the person under legal
disability—

{Chapter 4:01]
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(i) is, at the dale of the application, ordinarily
resident in Zimbabwe; and
(i) has associations by way of descent. length of
residence or otherwise with Zimbabwe which
justify his registration as a citizen ol Zim-
babwe;
the Minister may authorize the registration of the person
under legal disability as a citizen of Zimbabwe:

Provided that the Minister may, where he thinks fit,
accept and grant an application made by someone who is
not the responsible parent or guardian or other lawful
representative of the person under legal disability to whom
the application relates.

6 Rejectled applications and applications from
former citizens not to be considered for two
years

(1) Subject to subseclion (2), the Minister shall not

consider an apptication in terins of seclion four or five—

() if he has previously rejected a similar application
made by or int respect of the same person; or

(6) il the person by or in respect of whom the applica-
tion is made was lormerly a citizen of Zimbabwe but
renounced his citizenship or ceased to be a citizen in
terms of seclion nine;

until the expiry of a period of two years beginning on the

date of rejection of the previous application or the date on

which that person ceased to be a citizen of Zimbabwe, as

the case may be.

(2) 1If he considers that the special circumstances of the
case warrant such action, the Minister may—

{a)  consider any application referred to in subscction (1)
belore the expiration of the two-year period referred
to in that subscclion; or

{f) refuse to consider an application referred to in
subseetion {1) made by or in respeet of a former citi-
zen until the expiry of such furiber period as he con-
siders appropriale afier the expiry of the two-year
period reflerred to in that subsection.

7 Registration

(1) The registration as a citizen of Zimbabwe of a person
to whom subsection (1) of section four relates shall not be
efTected unless that persen has taken the oath of loyalty.

(2) The Registrar-General shall notify a person who is
required to take the oath of loyally in terms of this section
or in tcrms of subsection (5) of section 7 of the Constitution
of the time within which and the person before whom he
may take the vath of loyalty.

(3) A person who is required to take the oath of loyalty
in termns of this section shall be registered and become a
citizen of Zimbabwe by registration on the date he takes the
oalh of loyally.

(1) A person whose registration as a citizen of Zim-
babwe has been authorized in terms of section five shall
become a citizen of Zimbabwe by registration on such date
as the Mister may direct.

8 Certificates of registration

A person who becomes a cilizen of Zimbabwe afler
taking (he oath of loyally in terms of section seven or
subscction (3) of section 7 of the Constitution shall be

issued with a certificate of registralion as a citizen ol

Zimbabwe, which certificate shall be in the Torm

prescribwed.

PART IV
PROVIGITION OF DUAL CITIZENSHIP AND RENUNCIATION,
DEPRIVATION, LOSS AND RESTORATION OF CITIZENSHIP

9 Prohibition of dual eitizenship

(1) Subject to this scclion, no cilizen of Zimbabwe wh
is of full age and sound mind shall be entitled 1o be s}’
citizen of a foreign country. !

(2) A citizen of Zimbabwe of foll age who, by voluntan ]
acl other than marriage, acquires the citizenship of
forcign country shall immediately cease to be a citizen of
Zimbabwe,

{3) A cilizen of Zimbabwe who acquires by marriage th
citizenship of a foreipn country shall ccasc 1o be a citizen
ol Zimbabwe one year afler the date of the marriage unless.
on or before the expiry of that period, he has rencunced hit
foreign citizenship in the form and méanner prescribed.

(4) A citizen of Zimbabwe of full age who, by som
means other than by volumary act or marriage, acquires the
citizenship of a forcign country shall cease o be a citizen
of Zimbabwe one year afller the date of such acquisilion
unless, on or belore the expiry of the period, he ha
renounced his loreigie citizenship in the form and manne |
prescribed.

L i

——

(5) A citizen of Zimbabwe who, when he becomes o ;
full age, is also a citizen of a foreign country shall cease [l
he a citizen of Zimbabwe one year after he altains his§-
majorily unless, on or before the expiry of that period, kg,
has renounced his foreign citizenship in. the forn and
manncr prescribed.

(6) A person who becomes a citizen of Zimbabwe by
registration while he is a citizen of a foreign country shal
cease (0 be a citizen of Zimbabwe onc year afler such
registration unless, on or befere the expiry of that period,
he has renounced his foreign citizenship in the form adf
manner prescribed:

I'rovided that a person who, at any time between the 19§
January, 1985, and the 315t December, 1985—
{a}  became a citizen of Zimbabwe by registration; and
(h) was enrolled as a voter on any roll in terms of th
Electoral Act, 1979 (No. 14 of 1979);

shall be decmed not to have lost his citizenship of Zimp
babwe solely on account of his not having renouinced hi
foreign citizenship in terms of this subsection.

(7) A citizen of Zimbabwe ot full age who, on the 1sf!

[Yecember, 1984, is also a citizen of a foreign country shal
cease lo be a citizen of Zimbabwe one year after that dat ?

renounced his foreign citizenship in the form and manna
prescribed.

(8) Notwithstanding anything to the conlrary in an
other enactment, but subject to subsection (9), any persof
who was ordinarily resident in Zimbabwe immediateljf.*
before the 1st December 1984, and who ceases (o ber
citizen of Zimbabwe tn terms of subsection {3), (4), (5), (8
or (7) shall be entitled, on and afler the date on which I
ceased 1o be a cilizen of Zimbabwe—
(a) toreside in Zimbabwe; and
(b} 1o acquire, hold and dispose of movable and immov:
able property in Zimbabwe; and

(¢} W be indentured as an apprentice or traince and tr
enter, practise or engage in any profession, trade
calfing or employinent in Zimbabwe: and

() to obain cducation for himsell and his chitdren v
Zimbabwe; and

[Chapter 4:01 ]
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' generally, to do all such things as may be done by
i, §  persons who are ordinarily resident in Zimbabwe.
P 9 The Minister may, by order, deprive a person of all
| iz any of his rights under subscction {8) on the same
Eromnds as he could deprive that person of his citizenship,
ho Wi ihat person were a citizen of Zimbabwe by registration,
¢ 2 B ndsection eleven shall apply, mutatis mutandis, in respect

ol order made in terms of this subscclion.

ary '3 (10) Motwithstanding any other provision of this section,
i B gkshere a person is of unsound mind for the whole or any
+of e of any period during which hie may elect 1o renounce

‘Wb foreign citizenship in terms of subsection (3), (4), (5),
the @) or (7), the period during which he may make the
zen [§tection shall be extended accordingly.

1355- A U1 Where he considers that it is necessary or desirable
his By the case of an individual to do so, and that it will not be
! Mmirary to the national interest, the President may, by
ynie [ ader, grant such individual an exemplion from all or any
the @ ihe provisions of this section subject Lo such conditions
‘zen s he may specify, and may revoke or amend any such

tion g ceniption.
-has Wy Renunciation of citizenship

ner . . .
& {1} A citizen of Zimbabwe of full age and sound mind

sy, subject to subsection (4), make a declaration of
munciation of his citizenship of Zimbabwe.

{1) Subject to subsection (4), the responsible parent or
pardian or olher lawlul representative of a person under
kgl disability may, if that person under legal disability is a
1 . elizen of Zimbabwe, with the consent of the Ministcr make

by. wbehalf of that person under legal disability a declaration
Ehnll [ drenunciation of his citizenship of Zimbabwe:

Provided that the Minister may, wherec he thinks fit,

s of |
e to]
I his
|, he
- and

such - ,  may, S
riod, "greept a declaration or renimeiation in respect of a citizen
b ’ . 1T

. ang Juder legal disability from a person other than the respon-

itle parent or guardian or other lawful representative and,
whject to subseclion (4), cause such a reounciation to be
mpistered, '
{3 A declaration made in terms of subsection (1) or (2)
#all not be of force or elfect unless it is made and regis-
wed in the form and manner prescribed.

{#) No declaration made in terms of subsection (1) or (2)

gall be registered without the aulhority of the Minister if
‘@i person concerned s a citizen or national of foreign
aualry with which Zimbabwe is engaged in war, whether
iclared or not.
(5) Upon the registration of a declaration made in tetms
Ao this section, the person by whom or in respect of whom
e declaration is made shall cease to be a citizen of
limbabwe,

any{@1 Deprivation of citizenship
r:rson"' (1} Subject to this section, the Minister may, by order,

¢ Ist

intely Mkprive a citizen of Zimbabwe by rcpistration of his
| be a @direnship of Zimbabwe if it is discovered that when—
5).(6) iR}« cenificate of naturalization or other document

ich he ] conflerring naturalization was granted or deemed (o
have been granted to or in respect of the petson in

? . terms of a former citizenship law; or
nmov- W) a certificate of citizenship was granted 1o or in

respect of the person in terms of a former citizenship

law or this Act; or

[t the person was registered as a citizen in terms of a

‘ former citizenship law or this Act;

fren in{lbe person was not entitled 1o be naturalized or registered,
@B lhe case may be, as a citizen of Zimbabwe.

and 1o §
“trade, 3
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(2) Subject to this section, the Minister may, by order,

deprive a cilizen of Zimbabwe by registration of his

citizenship il he is salisfied that—

(@  the naturalization or registration of the person as a
citizen in lerms of a former cilizenship law or this
Acl was obtained by means of fraud, false represen-
tation or the concealinent of a material fact; or

(b) 1tbe person has shown himsclf to be disloyal or
disaffected towards Zimbabwe or has acted in a
manner prejudicial or likely to be prejudicial 1o pub-
lic safety or public order; or

(¢) the person has, during any war in which Zimbabwe
is or has been engaged, whelher such war is or was
declared or not, unlawlully traded or conmmunicated
with-an enemy or been engaged in or assisted with
any business which was to his knowledge carried on
in such a manner as to assist an cnemy in that war; or

(d) the person has, within five years after becoming a
cilizen in terms of a former citizenship law or this
Act, been sentenced in any country to imprisonment
for a period of twelve months of more; or

(e) the person has been convicted in Zimbabwe of an
offence specilied in the Schedule and sentenced to
imprisonment for a period ol twelve months or more
without the option of a fine; or

()  the person was, immedialely before he was regis-
tered as a citizen, a prohibited person in terms of any
enactment relating to immigration in force in Zim-
babwe:

Irovided thal a person who has been registered as

a cilizen in terms of section 13 of the Zimbabwe
Constitution (Transitional, Supplementary and Con-
sequential Provisions) Order 1980 shall not be de-
prived of his citizenship on the ground that before
such registration he was a prohibited person; or

(g) lhe person was a citizen of a foreign country and has,
in terms of the law in force in that foreign country,
been deprived of that citizenship on grounds which
lhe Minister considers are substantially similar to
any of the grounds specified in subsection (1) or this
subsection,

(3) The Minister shall not deprive a person of his citi-
zenship by order made in terms of subsection (1) or (2}—
() if, by reason of the order, the person would be
rendered stateless; or

(h)  unless he is satisfied thal it is not conducive to the
public good that the person should continue to be a
citizen of Zimbabwe.

(4) Beflore making an order in terms of subsection (1) or
{2}, the Minister shali cause 1o be served on the person
against whom the order is proposed to be made a notice in
wriling informing him of the grounds on which it is
proposed to be made and of his right to have his case
referred for inquiry in terms of subsection (5).

(5) I a person against whom an order in terms of sub-
section (1) or (2) is proposed to be made so requests within
thirly days of a notice being served upon him in terms of
subsection {(4), the Minister shall refer the case within
twenty-one days to a commissioner appointed for the
purpose by the President.

(6) A person shall be qualified for appointment as a
commissioner in terms of subsection (3) if he is or has been
a judge of the Supreme Courl or the High Court or is
gualified in lerms of section 82 of the Constitution for
appuintment as a judge of the Supreme Court or the High

Court.

5
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(7) A commissioner appainted in terms of subscction (5)
shall—
{a} subject to any regulations made in terms of section
twenty-two, conduct due inguiry into the case; and
(#) report to the Minisier as to the necessity or expedi-
ence of making an order in terms of subscetion (1) or
{2}, as the casc may be.

(B) The powers, rights and privileges of a commissioner
appoinied in terms of subsection (5) shall be the same as
those conferred upon a commissioner by the Commissions
of Inquiry Act [Chapter 11:07]. other than the power to
order a person to be detained.in custody, and sections 9 to
13 and 15 to 18 of that Act shall apply, mutatis rutandis, in
relation to an inquiry under this section and 1o a person
summoned to give evidence or giving evidence at the
inquiry.

(9) A report tnade by any police elficer or immigration
officer in connection with a person against whom an order
is proposed o be made in ternins of subsection {1} or (2}
shall not be disclosed at an inquiry held in terms of this
section to any person other than the commissioner if the
Minister certifics that ils disclosure to any person other
than the commissioner would nat be in the public interest.

{10} In deciding whether or not to deprive a person of
his citizenship by order in terms of subsection (1) or (2),
the Minister shall pay duc regard Lo any report made by a
cominissioner in 1erms of subsection (7).

(11) A person who is deprived of his citizenship by
order in tenns of subsection (1) or (2} shall cease to be a
citizen of Zimbabwe on a datc o be specilied by the
Minister in the order,

12 Children of persons deprived of citizenship

(1Y 1 a person is deprived of his citizenship of Zim-
babwe by order in tetms of seetion eleven, the Minister
may, subject to subsections (2) and (3), by order deprive of
his citizenship any child of whom the person is the respon-
sible parent, if that child—

{a) s not of full age; and
(h) s a citizen of Zimbalywe by registration.

(2} Before making an order in lerms of subscction (1),
the Minister shall cause to he served on the responsible
parent or guardian of the child against whom the order is
proposed (0 be made a notice in writing informing him of
the grounds on which it is proposed 1o be made and of his
right 1o have his case relerred for inguiry in terms of
subsection (3).

{3} If the responsible parent or puardian of a child
against whom an order in terms of subscction (I) is
proposed to be made so requests within thirly days of a
notice being served on him in terms of subscction (2}, the
Minister shall refer the case for inquiry and report o a
commissioner appointed for the purpose by the 1'resident,
and (herealler subsections (6), (7), (8) (9) and (10) of
section eleven shall apply, mutatis mutandis.

{4} A child who is deprived of his citizenship by order in
terms of subscciion (1) shall cease to be cilizen of Zim-
balwe on a date lo be specified by (he Minister in the
order,

13 Loss of citizenship through absence from
Zimbabwe

(1) Subjcct to this scction, a cilizen of Zimbabwe by
registration shall ccase lo be a citizen of Zimbabwe if, alter
he has become of full age and while he is of soimd mind, he
is or has been absemt {rom Zimbabwe (or a continuous

periad of seven years or such longer period as (he Ministefﬂ
at his request may fix before the expiry of the period.
(2) No period—
(a) during which a person was ahsent from Zimbabue
by reason of his scrvice—
(i) with an international organization of whic
Zimbabwe was al the time a member; or
(it} in the full-time employment of—
Lhe State; or
B.  aperson resident in Zimbabwe; or
C. a society, body of persons or company,
the control and management of which ar
in Zimbabwe; or
. a body incorporated directly by a lawn
force in Zimbabwe;

'

or

(#)  during which a person is absent from Zimbabwe o
accouat of his ili-health or disability; or |

(¢)  during which a person takes a course of instructioa !
of nol more than seven years at an educational inst-},
tution outside Zimbabwe; or

(d)}  during which a person who is the spouse, responsible
parent, guardian, other lawful representative or chil }<
of a person referred to in paragraph (a), (b) or (c) or
of a citizen of Zimbabwe by birth or descent, is ab-
sent from Zimbabwe for the purpose of being with
him;

shall be taken into account int detérmining the length of the

person’s absence from Zimbabive for the purpose of

subscction (1), '

)

(3) A request to extend the period during whicl a person
may be absent from Zimbabwe without losing his domicik,
made by a citizen of Zimbabwe in lerms of any enactment |/
relating to immigration in force in Zimbabwe, shall, if
granted, be deemed for the purposes of this scelion to bea
request granted by the Minister in terms of subsection (1).

(4) Subscction (i) shall not apply to a citizen of Zim-
bitbwe—

(@) who has, before, on or after the 18th April, 1980,
served in the armed forces of Zimbabwe in time of
war with a foreign country and has been honourably
discharged therefrom; or

(#) who has, before the 18th April, 1980, served in the
armed forces of the United Kingdom or of a country
which was a member of the British Commonweallh
at the date of service in time of war and has been
honourably discharged therefrom: or

(c) whao is the spouse of a citizen of Zimbabwe relerred
lo in paragraph (a) or {b); or

{d} if he would, by reason of his ceasing to be a citizen
of Zimbabwe, be rendered statelcss.

14 Restoration of citizenship

(1) A person who has—
(m)  been deprived of his citizenship by order in terms of
section eleven or fwelve; or
(4) ccased 1o be a citizen in terms of section mine or
thirteen,
may apply to the Minister in the prescribed form and
mamner for the resloration of his cilizenship of Zimbabwe:
Provided that a person who was deprived of his cilizen-
ship in terms of section twelve shall apply in terms of this
scclion within twelve months afier the date on which he
altains the age of cighteen years.
(2) The Minister may, subject to such conditions as he
may fix in each casc. restore citizenship of Zimbabwe to a
person who has applied Lo him in tenms of subsection (1)
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¥ Provided that—
4 1N {i) such person shall not hecome a citizen of
i & Zimbabwe until he has taken the oath of loy-
N A alty before a person specified by the Minister;
L (it) the Minister shall nol restore citizenship of

Zimbabwe to any person who is also a citizen
] of a foreign country, cxccpt wilh the consent of’
! the President.
z {3) A person whose citizenship has been restored in
v I:rms of this section shall become 2 citizen of Zimbabwe
fby mglstrallon on the date he takes the oath of loyaltly in
r' i terms of proviso (i) to subsection (2).

( ' PART V
;| GHENERAL
¢ 15 Citizenship of women not affected by marriage

4 A marricd woman shall, subject 1o this Act and Chapler

‘ Il of the Constitution, be capable of acquiring, losing,
dwcslmg herself of and being deprived of, citizenship of
‘llmbnbwe in all respects as if she were an unmarried
woman of full age.

'E¢ 18 Minister not required to give reasons for
‘_‘ decisions

The Minister shall not be required to give reasons for bis

5 refusal to grant or approve any application made in tenns

c Raolthis Act.
£ ! 17 Honorary citizens
n E (1) Where, in the opinion.of the President, a person has
done signal honour or rendered distinguished service to
+ - &1 limbabwe, the President may grant him honorary citizen-
if § x y ship of Zimbabwe.
a8 B (2) A person to whom honorary citizenship is granted in
B, terms of subsection (1) shall become an honorary citizen of
i limbabwe on such date as the President may fix.
B (3} The grant of honorary citizenship shall not—
0, \f‘ B (0} render the honorary cilizen liable 1o military service
of | i or any other obligation of a citizen of Zimbabwe; or
Iy W (5} entitle the honorary citizen to be registered as a
3 i voler; or
h  : lr] entitle any spouse, child or other relation of the
ﬂlh honorary cilizen Lo become a citizen of Zimbabwe.
on }‘ i lB Certificates of citizenship in certain cases
\» : (1} The Minister may, in such cases as he thinks fit,
red  J ganl a certificale of citizenship to any citizen of Zimbabwe
JB o to any person with respect to whose citizenship a doubt
ken exists. .
K
W (2) A centificate granted to a person in terms of subsec-
(¥ tion (1) shail, unless it is proved that it was obtained by
+ 1% means of fraud, false representation or the concealment of a
b of material fact, be conclusive proof that the person was a
dtizen of Zimbabwe on the date of the certilicate, hut
ot {J sithout prejudice to any evidence that he was a citizen of
;) Timbabwe at an carlicr date,’
1
and ; 9 19 Minister may extend periods
}e (1) Subject to section thirteen, the Minister may extend
ren- oBF my period specified in this Act within which any act may
Ahis 3 be or is required to be done, whether befure or after the
3 he ; period has expired.
- {2} Where the Minister has extended a period in terms of
s he - adsection (1), any consequence which ensued or' would
toa. @ krve ensued, as the case may be, at the expiry of the
) - mextended period shall be deemed not to have ensued or

shall not ensue, as the case may be, until the expiry of the
extended period.

20 Evidence

(1) An authority, cerlificate, notice or document, other
than an order made in terms of section efeven, which in
terins of this Act may be granted, issued or given by the
Minister shall be good and elfcclual if signed by the
Registrar-General or by an officer of the Public Service
authorized by the Registrar-General to sign’ such an
authority, certificate, notice or document and, when so
signed, shal} for all purposes be prima facie proof that it
was granted, issued or given in aceordance with this Act.

{2) A document purporting to be an entry in a register

. made in terms of this Act or a former citizenship law
shall—

{a} be received in evidence on its production by any
person and be prima facie proof of the matier speci-
fied in the entry; and

(5} be deemed, unless the contrary is proved, to have

been made by or on behalf of the person by whom or
on whose behall it purports 1o have been made,

order, authority, declaration or subscription of an ocath of
loyalty or allegiance given, granted, issucd or made in
terms of this Act or a former citizenship law shali—

(a) be received in ev:dencc on its production by any
person; and
(M be deemed, unless the contrary is proved, to have

been given. granted, issued or made by or on behalf
of the person by whom or on whose behall it pur-
ports to have been given, granted, issued or made.

(4) For the purposes of determining, in any proceedings
before a court or otherwise, whether or not a person has
ceased lo he a citizen of Zimbabwe the fact that the
person—

(@) possesscs or has at any time posec‘;‘:ed a valid
passport or other travel document issued by the gov-
emment of a foreign country; or

() exercises or has at any time exercised any right or

' privilege accorded exclusively to citizens of a for-
eign country; or

{c} without the written authority of the Minister, is

serving in of has at any time served in the armed
forces of a foreign country;
shall be prima facie proof that the person is or at that time
was, as the casc may be, a citizen of the foreign country.

21 Oftences and penaltles

(1} Any person who, for the purpose of procuring any-
thing to be done or not to be done in terms of this Act,
makes a statement which he knows to be false in a material
parlicular or does not know or believe to be true shall,
without prejudice to any other proceedings that may be
taken against him, be guilty of an offence.

(2) Any person who is not a citizen of Zimbabwe and

use of a current Zimbabwean passport issued in his name
shall be guilty of an offence: ™

Provided that it shall be a defence to a charge under this
subsection for a person o prove that, when he made use of
the passport concerned, he believed on reasonable grounds
that he was a citizen of Zimbabwe,

(3) Any citizen of Zimbabwe who, without the written
permission of the Minister, makes use of a current passport
issued in his name by the government of a foreign country
shall be guilty of an offence:

(3) A document purporting to be a notice, certificate, . -

who, wilthout the written permission of the Minister, makes
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Provided that it shall be a defence to a charge under this | (k) the circumstances in which and the conditions }
subsection for a person 1o prove that, when he made use of subject 1o which copies of certificates issued in terms
the passport concerned, he was entitled in terms of section of this Act may be obtained;
nine to be a cilizen of the forgign country concerned. (h  the imposition and recovery of fees in respect of—
{4) Any person who is guilty of an offence in terms of (i) applications made o the Minister or Registrar-
subsection (1), {2) or (3) shall be liable to a fine not _ General in terms of this Act; or .
. exceeding two thousand doltars or to imprisonment lor a (i) registration or the making of a declaration or
‘ period not exceeding two years or to both such fine and the grant of a cerlificale or the taking of m |
such imprisonment. .. oath of loyalty; or i
. Minist (iii) the supply of a certificate or other copy of a |
i 22 Regulatory powers of Minister declaration, centificate or oath made, granted or |,
i (1) The Minister may by regulation prescribe all matlers taken by or in terms of this Act or a former §
: which in terms of— citizenship law; -
K (a) this Act; or o ' and for the application of any such fees. 3
: (5)  Chapter Il of the Constitution; or (3) Regulations made in terms of subscction (1) may f

{c) scction 13 of the Zimbabwe Constitution | 0346 penallies for contraventions thereof not exceeding

(Transitional, Supplen'\cmary and  Conscquential | 3 fne of five hundred dollars or imprisonment for a peried |-

) Provisions) Order 1980; of six manths or both such fine and such imprisonment. .

. . . S r

arc requxrcd or permitled to be prescribed or which, in his 23 Transitional provision: non-citizen -

opinion, arc necessary or convenicnt to be prescribed for , L,
office-holders

carrying oul or giving effcct to this Act, Chapter 11 of the Wi he holder of . . - :

Constilution or section 13 ol the said Order. iere the holder of any office or post is required by any ;

-

. . . enactment lo be a citizen of Zimbabwe, the person who
" (2) Regulations made in terms of subsection (1) may held such office or pust immediately before the Ist Decem-

“. provide for— )
b {a) the manner in which applications for registration as ber, 1984, shall, nolwnlhstandmg the provmons of such |I- |
) - enactment, COIlllnue to bc‘qunhi'ed to hold it if the Minister £, -
Y citizens of Zimbabwe shall be made: onsible for the adminisiration of the enactment con- .
(M the manner and form in which persons with dual rcspCd cortifics in wwriti nlhal he "Sg r)ccr rson L fnld ¢ !
. citizenship may be required 1o renonnce their cili- cern ! e, I & proper pe 0 hoke ¥
L T . such office or post, 4
1 zenship of a foreign country;
' (¢} the time within which anything required or author- . : i
{ ized to be done in lerms of (his Act is 1o be done; SCUEDULE (Section 11 (2) (#))
- ¥ T (d) the registration of anything required or authorized in SPECIFIED OFFENCES
! terms of this Act lo be registered; 1. Treason or sedition.
{¢) lhe administration 'and.laking of the oath ofiloyalty 2. Murder.
L and the time within which the oath of loyally is Lo be 3. Rape,
[ taken; . ) red 4. Contravening section 105 of the [Llectoral Ad
\ () the giving of a notice required or authorized to be [Chapter 2:07].
i served on a person in terms of this Act; o 5. On or afler the 18th Aprit, 1980, contravening—
& (g} the conduct of an inquiry by a commissioner (a) any provision of the Law and Order
. ' appointed in tenns of seclion efeven or fwelve and (Maintenance) Act |Chapter 1 1:07);
b the nature of cvidence that may be led at such an in- () scction 2 of the Preservation of Constitulional
quiry; Government Act |Chapter H:11];
(h)  the remuneration and allowances that may be paid to {¢) any reguiation made i,{ terms of the Emergency
@ cmn;mssmncr appointed in lerms of scction eleven Powers Act {Chapter 11:04];
or fwelve, (d) section 4 or 5 of the Prolecled Places and
. (7 the surrender and cancellation of certificates of ) Areas Act [Chaprer 1]:12];
citizenship, passports or other documents relating to {e) section 6 or 11 of the Untawful Organizations
ot the citizenship of persons deprived of their cilizen- Act{Chapter 11:13);
:..:: ) sllli.p or who rc'nochlc'llﬁir citizenship or ccase to be () any provision of the Ofrc,al Secrets Ad
citizens in terms of this Act; [Chapter 11:09).
t:‘r“ ()  the correction of any clerical errors or crrors of fact 6. Any attcnpt, conspiracy or incitement to commnit, or
or substance in any register, certificate of citizenship being an accessory afler the fact to the commission
. or ether document; of, an offence specified in this Schedule. :
hl‘ *
1. - - ¥ or
! . ' , ?'
| " |
|
;l
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