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Regulations 

PART 1- PRELIMINARY 

1. (I) This Act may be cited as the Elections Act. 

(2) This Act shall apply for the purposes of -

(a) an election of the President; 

" 

(b) an election of a directly elocted member. of the 
National Assembly; and 

(c) a referendum, 

under the COnstihTtion. 
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2. In this Act - _ 

"directly elected member" means a member of the National 
Assembly referred to in article 78(8) of the Constitution; c.,.." 

"election" means a Presidential Election or a National 
Assembly Election; 
"electoral area" means an electoral area referred to in article 
112 of the Constitution; 
"Electoral Conunissioner" means the Electpral 
Commissioner appointed under article 115 of the 
Constitution; 
"lobby" meanS 8 lobby constituted under section 60(2); 

"National Assembly Election" means an dection to elect a 
directly elected member; 
"Outer Islands" means the islands specified as Outer Islands 
in Part 11 of Schedule I of the Constitution; 

"Presidential E!cction" means an election to elect the 
President of Seychelles. 

3. (I) The Electoral Commissioner shall, for the purposes of 
this Ac~ appoint -

<a) a Chief.Registration Officer who shall, subject to the 
directions of the Electoral Commissioner, be 
responsible for the registration of voters under this 
Act; 

(b) a Chief Electoral Officer who shall, subject to the 
directions of the Electoral Commissioner, be 
respons:ble for .the· supervision of elections or a 
referendum under this Act; . 

(c) a Registration Officer for each eiectoral area and such 
number of Assistant Registration Officers "as the 
Electoral Commissioner thinks fit for each such iiCea; 
and 
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(d) an Electoral Officer for each electoral area and such 
number of Assistant Electoral Officers as the Electoral 
Commis.sioner thinks fit for each such area.. 

(2) The Chief Registration Officer and the Chief Electoral 
Officer may give directions not inconsistent with this Act to any 
person exercising a function in connection with the registration of 
voters or the co~duct of an election or a referendum, as the case 
may be, and such person shall comply with the directions. 

(3) The Registration Officers and Assistant Registration 
Officers, may, subject to the directions of the Chief Registration 
Officer, exercise and perform in the electoral areas for which they 
are appointed, all the functions conferred on the Chief 
Registration Officer under this Act. . 

(4) The Electoral Officers and Assistant Electoral Officers, 
may, subject to the directions of the Chief Electoral Officer, 
exercise and perform in the electoial areas for which they are 
appointed all the functions conferred on the Chief Electoral 
Officer under this Act. . 

(5) A person appointed under tlus section may at any time 
demand from any person any information necessary to ascertain 
whether the person is qualified to be registered as a voter in an 
electoral area or to vote in an electoral area. 

(6) The Chief Registration Officer or the Chief Electoral 
Officer or a Registration Officer or an Electoral Officer may, for' 
the purpose of this Act, administer oaths and may require any 
declaration, information or explanation given by any person for 
the purpose of this Act to be verified on oath. 

(7) An appointment made Wlder subsection (1) shaIl be 
published in the Gazette. 

(8) A person appointed under subsection (1) shall, before 
taking office, take and subscribe before the Electoral 
Commissioner an oath of secrecy provided by the Conunissioner. 

6 • I -
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4. For the purposes of this Act. Seychelles shall consist of 
,uch number of electoral areas into which Seychelles is divided 
mder articles 112 and 116 of the Constitution: 

Provided that the electoral areas into which Seychelles is 
livided at. the commencement of this Act shall, uotil any 
ietermination is made uoder those articles, be deemed to be the 
.lectoral areas for the purposes of this Act. 

PART n -REGISTRATION OF VOTERS 

5.(1) Every citizen of Seychelles entitled to be registered as a 
voter under article 114 of the Constitution shal~ if the citizen 
resides in an electoral area, be registered as a voter in that 
electoral area unless the citizen -

(a) is disqualified from registering as a voter under this 
Act or any other written law; 

(b) is under any written law, adjudged or otherwise 
declared to be" of WlSOund 'mind or detained as a 
criminal lunatic or at the pleasure of the President; 

(c) is serving a sentence ofimprisorunent afor exceeding 
six months imposed by a ~urt in SeycheHe5 .. 

(2) No person shall be registered as a voter in more than 
one electoral area. 

EI=nJ_ 

QuIlificarion 
(Of~ 
Cap,42 

6. EveI)' person reoistered as a voter in an electoral area ,·s 0" Qu.liticatioI! to 

entitled to vote, in accordance with this Act, at a.."1 election or at a Vale 

ref~dwn in the electoral area unless -

(a) any circumstances, other than the fact that the perscn 
no longer resides in the etcetora] area, have arisen 
which- if the person were not registered as a voter 
would cause the person to be disqualified under section 
5(I)(a), (b) or (c); 

(b) the person is serving a sentence of imprisonment or 
being detained under any written law. 

7 



I_ED] 

Itqisacro( 
-. 
2/1.., ... 

Cop. UIA 

Cop. 30 

I!LECTIONS ACf [CAP.68A 

7. (I) The Chief ~on Officer shall for <:very year 
prepare a register of voters, for each electoral area. 

(2) In the preparation of a register of voleni onder 
subsection (I), the Chief~on Officer may use· . 

(a) any information furnished to the Chief Officer of the 
Civil Status for the issue of a National Identity Cards 
under the National Identity Cards Act and for that 
purpose may require the Chief Officer of the Civil 
Status 10 ·commuoicate 10 the Chief Registration 
Officer such information; 

(b) any information furnished to the Chief Officer of the . 
. Civil Status for thC registration ot births and deaths 
under ille Civil Status Act and for that purpose, may 
require the ChiefOffieer of the Civil Status to commu· 
nicate to the Chief Registration Officer such infonna· 
tion; 

(c) any mformation recorded in the National Population 
Data Base compiled by the Chief Officer of.the Civil 
Status and for that purpose, may require lany such 
information to be commuoicated. to the Chief 
RegistratinnOfficer, 

(d) any infixmation recorded in the register maintained 
under section 9 of the Citizenship Act and, for that 
purpose, may require the Citizenship Officer to 
comnmnicale to the Chief Registration Officer such 
information; 

(e) nolWiimtanding anything to the cOntrary in the 
Census Act, any information compiled by • census 
officer onder that Act, and, for the purpose, may 
require Ibo Census Commissioner to commuoicate to 

. the ClliefRegisuation Officer such information; 

(I) any iafonnation furnished to the Chief Registration 
Officer by any penon who is or claims to be entitled to 
have t1le name oftha. person entered in a Register of voters 
in an etectora1 aiea; 
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(g) such other infonnation as the Chief Registration Officer 
may obtain from a house to house or other sufficient 
inquiry; and 

(h) infonnation contained in any previous register of voters. 

(3) The iaformation acquired under subsection (2).(a) to (g) shall 
only be used for the preparation of a register of voteis and shall not be 
divulged or communicated to any person otherwise than in the 
performance of the fimctions under this Act. 

(4) The Chief Registration Officer- may, on information referrCd 
to in subsection (2), revise not less than onCe in each year, the rcgistcn. 
prepared under subsectioo (1) for the purposes of· 

(a) removing any obsolete entries; 

(b) correcting any mistake in respect of the name and other 
p~~ofare~vorer, . 

(e) where a registered voter. has changed the residence to 
another electoral area. registering the voter in the register 
ofthat,area~ 

(d) deleting the name and other particulars of a person not 
qualified to be entered a,.c; 11 voter; 

(e) inserting the name and other particulars of a person 
entitled to have the name of that person entered in the 
register under subsection (5): 

(5) The register of voters prepared or revised under subsection 
(1) or subsection (4) shall contain-

(a) names of pen;ons who on 1st January of the year for 
which the register is prepared or revised are entitled to be. 
regi$tered as voters; and 

(b) the names of persons who, otherwise qualified [0 be 
registered ~ vou:rs, would attain the age: of eighteen years 
on any day within the fifteen months next follewing the 
first January of the year for which the register is prepared 
or revised together with the date on which the person' 
would attain the age of 18 years specified against the name 
of each such person. 
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wO,uld attain the age of 18 years specified against the name 
of each such person. 

(6) Until the date specified against a name of a person referred 
to in subsection Sib) that person shall not by virtue of the entry of the 
name in the register be treated as a voter for any purposes other than 
the purposes of an election or referendum of which the day fixed for 
the election or refermc:tum is that date or later date. 

S. (I) The Chief Rtgistration Officer shall not later than 15th 
January of each year publish a notice in the Gazette and a local 
newspaper inviting any person who ~ or claims to be entitled to have 
the name of that pCl'soD entered in the register of voters in an electoral 
area to inspect the registers prepared or revised under section 7 during 

. the prececding year and in that notice specify the place where and the 
time and period, being a period ending not later than 14 days from the 
publication of the notice. within which the inspection may be made. 

(2) Any ~ who is or claims to be entitled to have the name 
of that person entered in a register of voters in any electoral ~a rna!. 
on application made to the Registration Officer of the that area In 

the fonn to be provided by Electoral Commissioner, inspect the 
register of voters for that area at the time, place Cfd period 
specified in the notice under subsection (I). 

(3) Any person who -

(a) claims to be entitled to have the name of that person 
entered in a register of voters in an electoral area but whose 
name does not appear. on the register of voters in that area; 

(b) claims to be incorrectly entered on the register of that 
area; 

(c) . objects to the name 9fthe j>erson or, being a person whose 
name appc3IS on the register, objects to the name of any 
other person. appearing on the register of that area, 

may submit a claim or objec~on. within 4 days after the 
expiration of the period specified in the notice published under 
subsection (I), to the Registration Officer of that area in such 
form as may be provided by the Electoral Commissioner. 

(4) The Chief Registration Officer shall ensure that there is 
present at the place where and at the time when the register of voters is 
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inspected under this section. a Registration Officer or an 
Assistant Registration Officer for the purpose of receiving an 
application for inspection under· subsection (2) or receiving a 
claim or objection under subsection (3). 

(5) A Registndion Officer shall, after giving 4 days prior 
written notice to the person who made the claim or objection under 
subsection (3) and to any other person affected by the claim or 
objection. which notice shan be given within 3 days after receiving the 
claim or objection, hear the persons if they appear in response to the 
notice and after 'considering sueD other evidence as the Registration 
Officer thinks relevant and necessary may allow or reject the claim or 
objection . 

(6) The Registration Officer shall notify the decision made 
under subsection (5) to the person affected by the decision within 3 
days of the hCarlng under that. subsection, and where the Registration 
Officer has rejected the claim or objection, give reasons for the . 
decision. 

(7) Any person affected by a decision :m a claim or objection 
made under subsection (3). may within 7 days of being notified of the 
decision under subsection (6), appeal against the decision to the Chief 
Registration Officer. 

(8) The Chief Registration Officer shall, after giving ~ days 
notice in IhTiting to the person who made the appeal under subsection 
(7), which notice shall be givCn within 3 days after receiving the 
appeal, hear the person if the person appears in response to the notice, 
and after considering such other evidence as the Chief Registration 
Officer thinks relevant and necessary allow or reject the appeal. 

(9) Tht' Registration Officer of each electoral area shall forward 
to the Chief Registration Officer aU cIa.ims and objections made lUlder 
subsection (3) togetha with the decision made thereon by each such 
officer. 

[OO.68A 

9. (1) The Chief Registration Officer shall, after all claims, 
objections and appeals have been concluded under section 8, amend 
me register of voters for each electoral area accordingly and certify the 
registers. 

CcnifiCliIe of 

~""" Zl19/1996 

(2) The registers of voters certified under subsection (1) shall be 
the registers for the pwposes of an election or'refcrendum held in any 
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period prior to the next following certification of the registers under 
that subsection. 

10. The Registration Officer of each electoral area shall issue or 
cause to be issued to every penon who inspects the register under 
section 8 a certificate of"-inspection in such Conn as the Electoral 
Conunissioner may approve. 

PART ill - PRESIDENTIAL ELEcnON 
AND NATIONAL ASsEMBLY ELEcnON 

'11. A Presidential Election for the election ofthc President shall be 
held during the period specified in panlgI1lph 4 of Schedule 3 of the 
Constitution. 

12.(1) A National Assembly Election may be· 

(a) a general election; or 

. (b) a by-election, 

for the election of the directly elected members of the National 
Assembly. 

(2) A gen=1 election shall be held -

(a) during the period specified in article 79(1) of the 
C~nstitution; where the Assembly would stand dissolved 
by eff1uxion of the period specified in article 106(1) of the 
Constitution; or 

(b) during the period of three (3) months begiIming with the 
date.: the Assembly would stand dissolv~d under article: 
106(3) of the Constitution; or 

(c) duri~ the period of three (3) months beginning' with the 
date the Assembly would stand dissolved tmder article 110 
or article III of the Constitution. 

(3) A by-election shall be held during the period specified in 
article 1.9(2) of the Constitution. 

13.(1) The Electoral Commissioner shall~ by notice in the Gazette, 
appoint the date: or dates on which a Presidential Election or a National 
Assembly Election shall be held under this Act. 
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(2) The Electoral Commissioner may appoint different dates for 
the holding of a Presidential Election or a National Assembly Election 
or for the hoIding'ofthose elections in different electoral areas. 

(3) Where a Presidential Election and a National Assembly 
Election are to be held simultaneous~y the two elections shall begin on 
the same day. 

[CAP . • SA 

14.(1) The Electoral Commissioner shall, at least 21 days before Nominatioaday 
the earliest date fixed under section 13 for a Presidential Election or a 
National Assembly Election, hereafter ref CITed to as the "election day," 
by notice in the Gazette, appoint the date, place and time for the 
nomination of candidates for .the Presidential Election or the National 
Assembly Election and shan in the notice specify -

(a) the sum required to be deposited or secured with the 
Electoral Commissloner by each candidate: for each such 
election;' 

(b) the number of persons required to endorse the nomination 
paper of e:1ch such candidate. 

(2) The Electoral Commissio'ner may, in the case of a Narional 
Asst.mbly Election, appoint the same place or different pJacl!S for 
nomination of candidates for the election. 

(3) The date appointed under subsection (1) shaU hereafter be 
referred to as the "Nomination day". 

15.(1) Every candidate for a Presidc:ntial Election or a National 
Assembly Election shan be nominated by means of a nomination paper 
provided for the purposes by the Electoral Commissioner. 

(2) The nomination paper shall be submitted by each candidate 
on the nomination day at the time and place appointe.d in the notice 
p!lblished Wlder section 14 -

(a) in the case of the Presidential Election to the Chief 
. Electoral Officer; and 

(b) in the case of the National Assembly Election, to 
the Electoral Officer appointed for the electoral 
area for which the candidate proposes to stand tor 
election. 

13 
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(3) The nomination paper submitted by each candidate for a 
Presidential Election or a National Assembly Election shall be signed 
by the candidate and -

(a) in the case of the Presidential Election, shall be 
endorsed to the satisfaction of the Chief Electoral 
Officer by such number of persons entitled to vote 
at that election as is specified in the notice 
pub1W1ed under section 14(1); 

(b) in the case of a National Assembly Election, shall 
be endorsed to the satisfaction of the Electoral 
Officer by such number of persons entitled to vote 
at that election in the electoral area for which the 
candidate stands for election as is specified in the 
notice published under section 14(1). 

(4) Each nomination PapcTshall'be accompanied by-

(a) a certificate issued by the Electoral Commissioner 
certifying the deposit of or securing the sum specified in 
the notice published under section 14(1); 

. (b) such number of photographs of the candidate in such fonn 
and of such size as the EI'!ctoral Commissioner may 
specify in the nomination paper provided by the 
Commissioner; and 

(e) 8 symbol or a colour to identify the political party of the 
candidate, or, if the candidate is an independent candidate, 
the candidate. 

(5) Any nomination paper submitted after the expiration of the 
time specified in the notice published under section 14(1) shall be 
invalid and shall be r~ected. 

(6) After the expiration of the time specified in the notice 
published; mtder section 14(1) for submission of nominations -

(a) in the case of the Presidential Election, the Chief Elcctoral 
Officer; 

(b) in the case of a National Assembly Election, the Electoral 
Officer to whom the nomination is submitted, 

I996EDJ ELECTIONS ACT 

shall, as soon as is practicable thereafter, deteimine whether' to accept 
or reject the nomination paper submitted within the: time specified in 
the notice. 

(7) For the purposes of subsection (6), the Chief Election Officer 
or the Electoral Officer, as the: case may be. shall pc:rm.it each 
candidate to examine the: nomination papers of other candidates. 

(8) A candid3.te may object to the acceptance: of a nomination 
paper of any other candidate: on the: grounds that the other candidate is 
not qualified to stand for the election for which the candidate seeks to 
stand or that the nomination paper does not comply with subsections 
(I) to (4). 

(9) The: _Chief Electoral Officer or, as the case may be, the 
Electoral Officer shall consider the objections and dc:tc:nnine whether 
to accept or reject the nomination_ paper. 

(IO) The detc:nnination made under this section by the Chief 
Electoral Officer or, as the case may be, the Electoral Officer shall be 
ftnal. 

(11) The determination made under subsection (9) shall not 
prevent the validity of the nomination of a candidate from being 
questioned in an election petition under sectio~ 44. 

(12) Articles 51(!) and (2), 113, 114 of the Constitution shall 
apply for the purposes oj the Presidential Election. 

[CAP.68A 

(13) Articles 79(3) to (7), 80, 113 and 114 of the Constitution Cap. 42 

shall apply for the purposes ofa National Assembly Election. 

16. A candidate for the Presidential Election. or a National Withdrawal of 

Assembly Eiection may withdraw the nomination at any time by notice 
in writing to the Electoral Commissioner and shaB, where the 
candidate withdraws the nomination at least·7 &ys before !he election 
day. be refunded the depo:;it or returned the securi£y for the ·deposit 
specified in the notice under section 14. 

17.(1) The Chicf Electoral Officer shall at least 15 days before 
election day by notice published in the Gazc:ttc: and a local newspaper 
specify -

(a) the addre~ of the polling station for each electoral area; 
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(b) the time when voting may commence and the time of 
closing of the poll; 

(e) the names of each candidate for the ejection, the name of 
the r<gislCled political party of wlrich the candidate is a . 
member or the &ct that the candidate is an independent 
candidate and the symbol or the colour of each candidate; 

(d) where a Presidential Election and a National Assembly 
EJec~on arC held simultaneously -

(i) the Chief Electoral Officer may specify under 
pan!gnlph (a) the same polling station for the 
conduct of each such election; and 

(ii) the particulars in pan!gnlph (c) shall .,.; specified 
separately for each such election. 

(2) NOtwithstanding subsection (I)(b), the Electoral Officer of 
an electoral area shall allow a voter of the electoral area who at the 
time specified for the closing of the poll in the notice published tmder 
that subsection -

(a) is inside the paIling station; or 

(b) in the opinion of the Electoral Officer, vAts in the 
immediate precincts of the polling stetion at that time but 
was prevented from entering the polling station because of 
congestion therein, 

to vote at the election before closing the poll. 

Polling r~ "" 18.(1) Subject to subsections (2), (3) and (4) polling for -
election., 

(a) a Presidential election shall be conducted at each of the 
polling stations specified for each electoral area under 
section 17; 

(b) a National Assembly Election shall, in respect of each 
electoml area for which an election is held, be condut;ted at 
the polling station specified for that area under section 17. 

(2) The Chief Electora1 Offic-cr shall provide voting facilities on 
Mahe for voters -

(a) who are registered in electoral areas other than those 
situate on Mahe; and 

16 
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(b) who, on the date of the election.in those electoral areas. 
are temporarily on Mabe, 

and the voters when so voting shall be deemed to have voted in the 
electoral area in which they are registered. 

(3) Polling for an election in the Outer Islands shall be 
conducted in such manner as the Chief Electoral Officer determines 
and any voter so voting shall be deemed to have voted in the electoral 
area in which the voter is registered. 

(4) The Chief Electoral Officer shall provide voting facilities for 
Electoral Officers, Assistant Electoral Officers and police officers on 
duty at a polling station of an electoral area other than that in which 
they are registered as voters to vote on the day on which they are on 
duty or on the immediately preceding day and when they have so voted 
they shaIJ be deemed to have voted in the electoral area in which they 
are registered. 

(5) The Chief Electoral OffiCer shall provide sufficient ballot 
boxes for an election at each poning station. 

(6) Where polling for a Presidential Election and a National 
Assembly Election are held simultaneously ~ 

{1l} poi!ing for each such dection shall be ("onducred 
simultaneously at each polling station; 

(b) sufficient ballot boxes shall be provided separateJy for 
each such election; 

(c) the Electoral Officer at each polling station shalJ organise 
and conduct the polling station so as to avoid any confusion 
which may arise by reason of each such election being held 
simultaneously at each such polling station; 

(d) it shall not be necessary' to can out the number and 
particulars of the voter twice by reason of the voter voting 
in both elections but where such requirements are complied 
\\-ith immediately before the voter is issued with the ballot 
paper for one election, this may be dispensed with for the 
other election before the issue of the ballot paper for the 
other election. 

17 
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19.(1) Where proceedings .t • polling ""tion are intc:ruPted or 
obstructed by riot or violence, the £Icetand Officer of the station may 
adjourn the proceedings until the following day. shall affIX • notice to 
that effect in a conspicuous place at the polling station and shall 
forthwith notiIY the Elc:ctontl Commissioner and the Chief Electorol 
~cer oftbe adjownment. 

(2) Where proceedings are adjourned at a polling ""tion under 
subsection (I). the hoon; of polling OD the following day shall be the 
same as those specified for the day on which the election was 
originally scheduled to take place. 

20.( I) Each candidate may appoint a person to be known as • 
paning agent to attend at the polling station during voting and a person 
to be known as '8 counting agent to attend the counting oevotes at the 
place of COlmting votes. 

(2) A candidate shall not later than 7 days before the election 
day notify in Writing the Chief Electoral Officer, the name, National 
Identity Number and address of the polling agent and counting agent of 
the candidate. 

(3) The Chief Electoral Officer shall as sOf?n as i~'pTacticable 
before the election day issue a polling agent and a counting agent a 
certificate and -

(8) an Electoral Officer shall not allow a person to attend at a 
pol1ing station as a polling agent; 

(b) the Chief Electoral Officer or the Electoral Officer, as the 
case may be, shaH not allow a person to attend at the 
counting of votes as a COtmting agent, 

Wlless the person holds the certificate issul!d by the Chief Electoral' 
Officer. . 

(4) When the polling agent or the counting agent of a candidate 
dies or becomes incapable of perfonning functions as polling agent or 
C01.D1ting agent before the election day, the candidate shall forthwith 
appoint another person as pOlling agent of counting agent, as the case 
may be, and shaH notify the Chief Electoral Officer in writing of the 
change and the reasoru therefor and the Chief Electoral Officer shall 
issue a certificate to the person so appointed. 

1996 ED] ELECJ10NS Acr 

(5) A polling agerit shall. as far as is practicable, be so posted at 
a polling station 50 as to be able to see each person being called. see 
the ballot paper being banded and see the entraI)Ce of the compartment 
used by the voter for the pmpose of recording the vote but so that the 
polling agent cannot see hoW the voter votes. 

(6) A candidate may appoint more than one person as a polling 
agent but not more than one such person shall at anyone time be 
posted at a polling station as the polling agent of the candidate. 

(7) A candidate may appoint the same person as the polling 
agent and counting agent and, where a Presidential Election and a 
National Assembly Election are held simultaneously, a person 
appoin~ as poning agent for a candidate nominated by a political 
party for the Presidential Election may be appointed as the polling 
agent for a candidate of the same political party for a National 
Assembly Election at the same polling station. 

21.(1) A polling station shall be furnished with· 

(a) such number of compartment: as the Electora! Officer of 
that station thinks necessary for the purpose of allowing 
voters to record their votes screened from observation; 

(b) sufficient number of ballot boxes for the election; 

(c) notices both inside and outside the station, containing 
instructions relating to the voting to be followed at the 
election; 

(d) notices showing the name of each candidate at the 
eJection together 'hith the photograph of the candidate, the 
registered political party or the independent status of the 
candida~ and the symbol or colour of the candidate as the 
cast: may be; 

(e) 5ufticient copies of the register of voters for the electoral 
area certified under section 9; and 

(f) such other things' which the Chief Electoral Officer may, 
direct to be kept at the polling agent. 

(2) Where the Presidential Election and a National Assembly 
Election are held simultaneously at the same polling station -

[CAP.68A 
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(a) the polling station. shall be furnished with sufficient 
number of ballot ~es for each such election; 

(b) the notices specified in subsection (I)(c) and (d) shall 
contain the particulars separately for each such election. 

(3) Aballot box shall be SO constructed that a voter can put the 
ballot paper inside but cannot withdraW' it from the box without 
breaching the seal of the box refenee! to in section 24. 

22.(1) The Electoral Officer ofa polling station sball-

(a) regulate the admission of pcn;ons wishing to vote at the 
polling station; 

(b) exclude all other persons. other thau a person selected by 
a voter under section 25(3), the candidates, polling agents 
of the candidates, the leaders of registered political parties 
of the candidates, Assistant Electoral" Officers, police· 
officers on duty, Electoral Commissioner, Chief Electoral 
Officer or any person authorised by the Electoral 
Commissioner or the Chief Electoral Officer. 

(2) The. Electoral Officer of a polling station may order a police 
officer or any person authorised in writing by the Electotal Officer to 
remove a person who misbehaves or fails to obey lawful orders of the 
Elcctoral Officer at the polling station and the person so removed shall 
not, unless authorised by the Electoral Officer, again be allowed to 

. enter the polling station and may be charged with the commission of 
an offence. 

23. The ballot paper shall be in such fonn and such colour as the 
Electoral Commissioner may approve and where a Presidential 
Election and a National Assembly Election arc held simultan.eously the 
ballot paper for the Presidential Election shall have at its outer edges 
on both. sides of the ballot paper a border in such colour as the 
Electoral Commissioner may approve so as to differentiate it from the 
ballot paper for the National Assembly election. . 

24. The .Electoral Officer at the polling station shall, immediately 
before the beginning of votiog at a polling station, show to persons 
lawfully present at the station that the ballot boxes are empty and then 
shalll;ioSe and seal the boxes in such a manner as to prevent the boxes 
from being opened without the scals being broken. 

20 
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25.(1) Voting for an election at the paJIing station shall be Pnx:edurcfor 

conducted in substance and as nearly as possible in the following voting 

manner-

(a) a person wishing to vote at the polling station shall­

(i) attend personally the polling station; 

(ii) produce the National Identity Card of the person or 
satisfy the Electol1l1 Officer of the identity and that 
the person has not voted at the station or elsewhere 
at the election; 

(b) the Electoral Officer, on being satisfied as provided in 
paragraph (a), sball -. 

(i) callout the number and particutar. of the person as 
stated in the copy of the register of voters at the 
polling station; , 

(ii) stamp a ballot paper with an official mark and 
deliver it to the person; 

(iii) place a mark against the name of the person on the 
copy of the register of voters to denote tltat a bailor 
paper in respect of the election has been delivered 
to the pM"SOn; and 

(iv) explain to the person how to record the vote; and 

(c) subject to subsection (3), the person shall go irnmediate.Jy 
into one of the compartments at the polling station and, 
without delay. record the vote in the manner explained in 
the notices referred to in section 21 (l)( c) and by the 
Electoral Officer, fold the ballot paper in such manner as 
not to reveal the identity (.If the candidate for whom the 
vote ~ .been recorded and place the baliot paper in .the· 
bal10t box provided for this purpose. 

; (2) Where the Presidential Election and a National Assembly 
eJection are held sim,:,lraneously, subsection (1) shallnpply subject to 
the following provisions -

(a) subsection (l)(b)(i) sball be subject to section 18(6)(d); 
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(b) in complying with subsection (l)(b)(ii), the Electoral 
Officer shall stamp and deliver a ballot paper separately for 
each such election; 

(c) in complying with subsection (l)(c), fold and place each 
such ballot paper in the manner specified in that subsection. 

(3) Where a voter is incapacitated by blindness, or other 
.physical cause or otherwise or is illiterate, the voter shall, after 
receiving the ballot paper or the ballot papers. as the case may be, 
enter the compartment or the place designated for the pmpose by the 
Electoral Officer accompanied by the Electoral Officer and a person 
seJectt:d by the voter and in the presence of the person selected direct 
the Electoral Officer how the vote is to be cast and the Electoral 
Officer shall in the pn:scncc of the pcraon selected mark the hallot 
paper or the hallot papers. of the voter iccordingly, fold the hallot 
paper or ballot papas in such manner as not to reveal the identity of 
the candidate for whom the vote has been recorded and after leaving 
the compartment or the place designated for the purpose by the 
Electoral Officer with the voter and the other person place the ballot 
paper or ballot papers in the ballot box provided for this purpose and 
the voter shall, for the purposes of this Act, be deerp.ed to have voted. 

(4) An Electoral Officer or an Assistant Electoral Offia:er'-

(a) shall not refuse admission to the polling station of the 
person selected by a voter referred to in subsection (3); and 

(b) shall allow the person selected by a voter to be present at 
the time when the voter is instructing the Electoral Officer 
how the vote is to be cast and the Electoral Officer is 
marking the baUot paper or each of the ballot papers. 

(5) A voter qr the Electoral Officer, as the case may be. shan not 
place on the' ballot paper or ballot papers any writing or mark by which 
the voter may be identified. 

26.( 1) Where an Electoral Officer at a polling station has reason to 
believe or a polling agent at that station alleges that a person wlshing 
to vote at the station is not a person entitled to. vote at the Station, me 
Electoral Off:cer shall -

(a) ad,,;se the person accordingly, giving reasons for the 
belicf or, where the polling agent has made an allegation 
referred to in this subsection., require the polling agent to 
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state in the presence of the person wishing to vote the 
reason for the allegation; 

(b) warn the person that the person may con.unit an offence 
under this Act by voting. 

(2) Where the polling agent refuses to state the reason' for the 
allegation referred to in subsection (1), the Electoral Officer shall 
disregard the allegation. 

(3) Where an Electoral Officer has warned under subsection (i) 
4 person Vwishing to vote a..,d notwith:>tarJding the warning the p'-~n -

(a) persists in VOting; 

(b) produces evidence that the person is the person 
entitled to vote; 

(c) makes and subscribes to the declaration referred to 
in section 27. 

dle Electora1 Officer shaH record in writing the full name and address 
which the person gives .as the name and address and comply with 
section 25(1) (b)(ii), (iii) and (iv) and, where the person vores, state 
that fact in the record. 

27.(1) An Electoral Officer at a' polling statio~ shall, in the 
circumstanc~s specified in section 26(1), require a person who persists 
in voting, before the person is given the ballot paper to make and 
subscribe to a declaration in the form provided by the· Electoral 
Officer. 

(2) Where a person referred to in subsection (1) fails to make 
and subscribe to the declaration referred to in that subsection, the 
Electoral Officer shall refuse to give to the person the ballot paper or 
the ~al1ot papers. 

28. No person, other than the Chief Electoral. Officer or the 
Electoral Officer or Assistant Electoral Officer of the polling statiOn, 
shall communicate with a voter while the voter is in the polling station 
for' the purPose of voting and the Electoral Officer may require any 
person who contravenes this section to leave the polI.ing station. 

29.( I) The Electoral Officer shall, 8S soon as is PracticabJe; after 
each ballot box is full and in respect of other ballot boxes after the 
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close of the polJ. in the presence of the respective polling agents who 
wish to attend -

(a) close and seal the aperture of each banot ~x and place 
the sea) of the Electoral Officer thereto and allow the 
~ctive polling agents wbo are present to place their 
seals thereto; 

(b) make up in a separate packet the unused ballot papers; 

(c) mark the copy of the register of voters; 

(d) complete a statement, to be known as the ballot paper 
account, in the fonn provided by the Electoral 
Conunissioner; 

(e) place the packet of unused ballot papers and register of 
voten referred to in JllIl1Ill"'phs (b) and (c) together with 
any record made under section 26(3) in a bag and seal the 
bag with the seal of the Electoral Officer. 

(2) Where a Presidential Election -and a National A.isembly 
EJe<;tion are held simuitancnusly the Electoral Office shan in 
complying with suhsection (l)(b), (d) and (e) do so separately in 
respect of each such election. 

(3) After complying y..iili subsection (1) and subject to section 
30, the Electoral Officer shall, as soon as is practicable, make 
arrangements, for the counting of votes at the polling station and give 
notice of the time of counting to the candidates, jfthey are present, and 
the counting agents of each of the candidates and commence the 
counting of votes at, the time specified in the notice and in the manner 
specified in sections 33 and 34. 

30.(1) In the. case ofa Presidential Election or a National Assembly 
Election at the electoral area consisting of the islands other than Mahe 
and Praslin, the Electoral Officer shall, after complying with section 
29(1)(a) to (e), forward the sealed ballot boxes, the bags and the ballot 
paper accounts in respect of the election to an Electoral Officer 
designated ·for the purpose by the Chief ElectClrai Officer. who shall 
hereafter be referred to as the "Designated Electoral Officer." 

(2) The Designated Electoral Officer shall, after the receipt 
under subsection (I) of the OO1lot boxes for the electoral area 
consisting of the islands other than Mahe and Praslin • 
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(a) make arrangement for counting of votes; 

(b) give notice of the place and time, which shall not be 
earlier than the dose of pon of other electoral areas, of the 
counting of votes to the candidates, if they are present, and 
to the counting agents of each of the candidates; and 

(e) commence the counting of votes at the time and place 
specified in the notice and in the manner specified in 
sections 33 and 34. 

31. The Chief Electoral Officer may appoint such assistants. to be 
known as enumellltol1i, as the Chief Electoral Officer thinks necessary 
for the purpose of assisting the Chief Electoral Officer, the Electoral 
Officers or the DeSignated Electoral Officer, as the case may be, in the 
counting of votes. 

32. Except with the consent of the Electoral Commissioner, Chief 
Etcetora.] Officer, the Electoral Officer or the Designated Electoral 
Ofiicer no person, other than the enumerators, candidates, the counting 
agents of candidates and the leaders of the registered political parties 
of the canaidatl!S shall be present at the cOUlliing of votes at the 
F-Spective place.'> of counting. 

33. The Electoml Officer or the Designated Electoral Officer, as 
the case may be, shall, at the time and place notified for the counting 
of votes and, in the presence of the candidates, if they an: present, and 
the counting agents of each candidate who may be present, examine 
and offer the candidates and the counting agents the opportunity to 
also examine the seals of all ballot boxes and sealed bags referred to in 
section 29 or section 30, as the case may be. 

[CAP.68A 
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34.(1) The Electoral Officer or the Designated Electoral Officer, as C',uming 
the case may be, sha1l ·in respect of an eJection or, where· the 
Presidential Election and a National Assembly Election are held 
simultaneously in respect of each such election separately, in the 
presence of the candidates, if they are present, and the counting agents 
of candidates who may be present with the help of t:"numerntors 
e;umine, COl!llt and record the number of ballot papers contained in 
eaeh baJlot box. 

(2) Where a ballot paper -
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(i) does not bear the official mark referred to in section 

25; 

(ii) has anything written or marked hy which a voter 
can be identified; 

(iii) is mutilated or tom; or 

(iv) does not contain a clear indication of the candidate 
for whom the voter has voted, 

the ballot paper shan be rejected and shall be endorsed with the word 
"rejected .. by the Electoral Officer ox: the Designated Electoral Officer, 
as the case may be, and if a candidate or a counting agent of a 
candidate who may be present objects to the decision of the Electoral 
Officer or the Designated Electoral Officer, as the case may be, also 

with the words "rejection objected to". 

(3) The ballot papers, other than those rejected under subsection 
(2), shall, in respect of an election or, where the Presidential Election 
and the National Assembly Election are held si~uhaneously. in respect 
o( each such election sep.u-ately, be thereafter sorted into different 
groups accoiding to the indication of the candidate for whom the voter 
has voted, the ballot papers in each group shall be counted and the 
Electoral Officer or th~ Designated Electoral Officer, as the case may 
be, shall record the number of ballot papers in each group. 

(4) The ballot papers shall be kept with their faces upwards 
while being counted and recorded. 

(5) Subject to the decision of the court on an election petition, 
the decision of the Electoral Ofl1cer or Designated Electoral Officer, as 
the case may be, as to the question arising in respect of a ballot paper 

is final. 

(6) The Electoral Officer or the Designated Electoral Officer, as 
the case may be, shall prepare a statement showing the number of 
ballot papers rejected under the following heads -

(a) want of official stamp; 

(b) writing or mark: by which a voter could be identified; 

(c) mutil~ted or tom; 

(d) absence of a clear indication of the candidate for whom 
the voter has voted; 
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and shall, on request, allow the candidate, if .present. or the counting 
agent of each candidate, as may be present, to copy the statement. 

35.(1) A candi.date or the counting agent o~ a candidate· may, if 
present at the countmg of bal10t papers. require the Electoral Officer or 
the Designated Electoral Officer, as the case may be, to have the vote 
recounted oncc. 

(2) The Electoral Officer or the Designated El';'toral Officer, as 
the case may be, may, on his own motion, recount the ballot papers. 

36.(1) Upon the conclusion of the counting of~otes, the Electoral 
Officer or the Designated Electoral Officer, as the case may be, shall in 
respect of an election or. where the Presidential Election and a 
National Assembly Election are held simultaneously in respect of each 
such election separately, with the assistance of the e~umerntors-

(a) in the presence of the candidates, if present, or the 
counti~g agents of candidates, as ~y be present, proceed 
to venfy the b3.lIot paper account referred to in section 
29(:)( d) by comparing the number· of ballot papers 
recorded in the account witb the number of ballot papers 
counted. rejected and unused; 

(b) shall seal in separate packets the counred,· reiected and 
unused ballot papers; -

(c) prepare a stateme:nt as to the result of the verification 
carried out under this subsection and, on request, allow a 
candidate or the counting agent of a candidate to copy the 
statement. 

(2) The Elector~.1 Officer or the Designated Electorai Officer as 
the case may be, shall, as soon as is practicable after the r.:sult of'the 
electt.on has been ascertain~d,. transmit - . 

(a) a statement of the result to the Electoral Commissioner; 

(b) the ballot boxes, bags and other document .. u.;cd in 
cunnection with the election to the Chief Electoral Officer. 

37.(1) Where on the statement of the result transmitted to the 
Electoral Commissioner in respect of· a Presidential Election no 
candidate receives more: than fifty percent of the votes cast,' the 
Electoral Commissioner shalJ not declare the result of the election and 
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the provision of paragraphs 5 and 8 of Schedule 3 of the Constiwtion 
and:sections 1'7 to·36 of this Act as applicable to the election shall 
apply to the second ballot. 

(2) Where: on the statement of the result transmitted to the 
Electoral Commissioner, in respect of a National ~bly Election an 
equality of votes is found to exist among the candidates receiving the 
highest number of. votes in any electoral area, the Electoral 
Commissioner shall. without declaring the result of the election make 
arrangements for the holding of a second baUot in that electoral area 
among those candidates receiving equality of votes and the provisions 
of sections 17 to 36 as applicable to the election shall apply to the 
second ballot. 

38.(1) Subject to section 37, the Electoral Commissioner shall, as 
soon as is practicable after receiving the statement of the result under 
section 36(2)(a) -

(a) of a Presidential Election; 

(b) ofa National.A.ssembly Election, 

declare the result o{the election. 

(2) As soon as is practicable after announcing the result under 
subsection (l). the Electoral COln."llissioner shall, by notice in the 
Gazette, publish the result of the Presidential Election and the National 
Assembly Election. 

. (3) Where ~ National Assembly Election is a general election 
held for the election of members of the National Assembly, the 
Electoral Commissioner shall as soon as is possible after declaring the 
results of the election under subsection (J )(b) -

(n) in accordance with Schedule 4 of the Constitution, declare 
the number of proportianately elected members of the 
National Assembly which each political party is entitled to 
nominate; and 

(b) call upon each registered political party which is entitled 
to nominate a proportionately elected member of the 
National Assembly to submit to the Elcctora1 
Commissioner within seven days after the' publication of 
the result of the general election, the names and othl!f 
particulars of the proportionately elected members. 
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39. The Chief Electoral Officer shall "Tetain and ensure the safe Disposal of 

custody of the counted,. rejected and unused ballot papers, and other hanoI papers 

documents prepared lUlder this. Act in connection with a Presidential 
Election and a National Assembly Election for a period of 3 months 
from the date of the elections and on the expiration of that period shan 
destroy the baUot papers and other documents Wlless otherwise 
directed by the Constitutional Court or otherwise required for 
investigation or trial of an election petition or offence. 

40.(1) A Registration Officer may. unless otherwise directed by the Oo::legation 

Chief Registration Officer, authorise an Assistant Registration Officer 
of the electoral area in reSpect of which the Registration Officer has 
been appointed to do any act or thing which a Registration Officer may 
do lUlder this Act and a reference in this Act other than in this section, 
to a Registration Officer shall be deemed to include a reference to an 
Assistant Registration Officer. 

(2) An Electoral Officer or a Designated Electoral Officer may, 
unless otherwise directed by the alief Electoral Officer, authorise an 
Assistant Electoral Officer at the polling station i.n respect of which the 
Electoral Officer or the Designated Electoral. Officer has been 
appointed or deSignated to do any act or thing whiCh an Electoral 
Officer may do under this Act and a reference in this Act, other than in 
this section, to an Electoral Officer or Designated Electoral Officer 
shall be deemed to include a reference to an Assist2.nt Electoral 
Officer. 

(3) Where a person who has been appointed Registration Officer 
is unable to exercise the functions under this Act, the Chief 
Registration Officer may authorise an Assistant Registration Officer of 
the electoral area in respect of which l"le Registration Officer was 
appoinkd:to do any act or thing whicp a Registration Officel 'may do 
under this Act and a reference in this Act including subsection (1). to a 
Registration Officer shall be deemed' to include a reference to an 
Assistant Registration Officer authorised under this subsection. 

(4) Where a person who has been appointed Electoral Officer or 
designated as a Desigriated Electoral Officer is unable to exercise the 
functions under this Act on the day of the election. the Chief Electoral 
Officer may authorise an Assistant Electoral Officer" at the polling 
station in respect of which the! Electoral Officer was appointed or a 
Designated Electoral Officer was designated to do any act or thing 
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which an Elcctorn Officer or Desi_ted Electoral Officer may do 
under this Act and a reference in this Act including suhscction (2), io 
an Elcctorn Officer or a Desi_ted Electoral Officer shall be deemed 
to include a reference to an Assistant Electoral Officer authorised 
under this subsection. 

41. Where under this Ac~ an act or thing is required or authorised 
to be done in the presence of a candidate, polling agent or counting 
agent of 8 candidate. the non-attendance of the candidate, polling agent 
or counting agent at the time and place appointed for the purposes ahall 
not invalidate the act or thing. 

42. A person who bas voted at an election shall not. in any legal 
proceedings or otherwise, be required to state for whom the person 
voted. 

43. The result of a Presidential Election or a National Assembly 
Election shall not be questioned or subject to review in any court 
except on an election petition presented to the Constitutional Court 
under this Act. 

44.(1) Article 51(3) to (5) of the Constitution shall apply for the 
det~ination ()f the question as to whether a person has been validly 
eiected to the office of President 

(2) Article 82( I) to (4) of the Constitution shall apply for the 
determination of the question as to whether a person has been validly 
elected as a directly elected member of the National Assembly or 
nominated as a proportionately elected member of the National 
Assembly. 

(3) An election petition to determine the question referred to in 
subsection (l) may be presented Within 10 days of the pUblication of 
the results under ,,",,tion 38(2). 

(4) An election petition to determine the question referred to in 
subsection (2) may be presented Within 10 days of the poblication of 
the results under aection 38(2) or the publication of the names in the 
Gazette under paI1Igraph 4 of Schedule 4 of the Constitution as the 
case may be. 

(S) A petitioner in an election petition may claim -

(a) a declaration that the election is void; or 
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(b) a declaration that the nomination of a propor- tionately 
elected member of the National Assembly is void; 

(c) 3 recOlmt of the ballot papers. 

(6) The Constitutional Court, before hearing an election petition, 
shall require the petitioner to furnish security of such nature and in 
such amount as the Court may direct for the payment of costs, charges 
and expenses that may become payable by the petitioner. 

(7) The Constitutional Court may declare that an election or as 
the case may be, a nomination is void if the Court is satisfied-

(a) that there was a non-compliance with this Act relating to 
the election or relating to the nomination of a 
proportionately elected member of the National Assembly 
and the non-compliance affected the result of the election 
or the nomination; 

(b) that an illegal practice was committed in connection with 
dte election by or with the knowled~e and consent or 
approval of the candidate or by or with the knowledge and 
consent or approval of any of the agents of thc candidate; 

(I..:) that the candidate or the person nominated at the time of 
the election or nomination was not a person qualified to be 
elected as President or a directly elected member of the 
National A3scmbly or to be nominated as a proportion­
ately elected member ofthe Na"tional Assembly, as the case 
maybe. 

(8) The Constitutional Court may order a recount of the ballot 
papers where it is satisfied that there was an irregularity in the 
counting of ballot papers tr.at affected the results of the election or the 
nomination. 

45.(1) Tnt trial of an election petition, shall, subject to this Act, be 
held in the same manner as a trial before the Supreme Court in its 
original civil jurisdiction. 

(2) The Constitutional Court may-

(a) by an order, compel any person who appears to the Court 
. to be concerned in the election to attend as a witness at the 

trial; and 
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(b) examine a witness referred to in paIa8T8pb (a) or any 
pcr.;on in Court, although the penon has not been called as 
a witness. 

(3) A witness or a person referred to in subsection (2) may be 
examined or ~ed, as the case may be, by the petitioner, 
respondm. and Attomey-GeneraJ or his representative, if present at the 
trial. 

(4). Where it appears to the Constitutional CoW1 on an election 
petition -

(a) that an act or omission of a candidate or the agent of a 
candidate or any other person. which. but for this section, 
would be an iUegal practice under this Act, has been done 
or made in good faith through inadvertence or accidental 
miscalculation or some other reasonable cause of a like 
nature; or 

(b) . that upon taking into account all the relevant 
c~umstances it would be just that. the candidate, agent of 

. the candidate or the other poson should not be subject to 
any of the consequences under this Act for su~h act or 
omission, 

the· Court may make an order allowing the act or omission, which 
wowd otherwise be an il~egal practice under this Act, to be an 
exception to this Act and the candidate, agent or other person shall not 
be subject to the consequences under this Act in respect of the act or 
omission and the result obtained by the candidate shaJI not, by reason 
only of that act or omission, be declared to be void. 

46.(1) At the conclusion of the trial of·an election petition the 
ConstitUtional Court shall dete!TIline -

(a) whether the election was valid; 

(b) whether the election was void; or 

(c) whether a recount of the ballot papers is required or not; 

(d) whether the nomination of a proportionately elected 
member of the National Assembly was valid; 

(e) whether the nomination of a proportionately elected 
member of the National Assembly was void, 

.': 
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and sban certity the dctcnnination to the Electoral Commissioner. 

(2) The determination referred to in subsection (I) shall, subject 
to an appcaI to the Com of AppcaI, be fmal. 

(3) Where the Constitutional Court determines that an election 
or nomination is void. aJl the proceedings with regard to the election or 
nomination shall be recommenced. 

(4) Where the Constitutional Court determines'that a recount of 
ballot papers is required" the Electoral Commi~ioner shall -

(a) cause the ba1iot papers to be recounted in accordance with 
this Act and subject to any directions of the Court; and 

(b) declare th.c result of the recount 

47.(1) At the conclusion of the trial of an election petition, the 
Constitutional Court shall report in writing to the Electoral 
Commissioner -

(a) whether an illegal practice has been proved to have been 
committed by a candidate or 2n agent of the candidate and 
the nature of the practice; 

(b) the names and descriptions of all persons who have been 
proved at the trial to have been guilty of an illegal practice. 

(2) Before making any report under subsection (1)(b) in respect 
of a person who is not a party to ru:I election petition the Constitutional 
Court shall give the person an opportunity to be heard and to call 
evidence to show. why the person should not be reponed. 

(3) When the Constitutional Court reports that an illegal practice 
has been committed by a person, the person is disqualified for a period 
of tiv~ years from the date of the report from being registered as a 
voter and from voting at an election or a referendum under this Act. 

(4) The Electoral Commissioner shall cause the name of the 
person reported under subsection (1) t~ be removed from the register 
of voters of the electoral area where the person is registered as a voter. 
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48.(1) A polling agent, counting agent or such other person Sccr«y 

authorised under this Act by the Electoral Commissioner or the Chief 
Electoral Officer to attend at a polJing station or at the counting of 
votes shall. unless the agent or person has taken an oath of secrecy 
under section 3(8), take an oath of secrecy in the fonn provided by the 
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Cruef Electoral Officer before attending at thC polling station or 
counting of voles. 

(2) The Electoral Commissioner or Chief Electoral Officer, an 
Electoral Offieer, IJcsignated Electoral Officer, Assistant Electoral 
Officer, enumerator or any other person referred to in subsection (1) 
shall not, c:xccpt for a purpose authorised under this Act or any other 
written law ~ 

(a) seek to obtain any information as to tbC: candidate for 
whom a person is about to vote or has voted at a polling 
station; 

(b) communicate to any person any information concerning 
for whom a person has voted; 

(c) communicate to any person as to the name or number of a 
voter who has or has not-applied for a ballot paper or voted 
at a polling statio,n or as to the official mark used for 
stamping baUat paper, 

(d)· communicate or seek to comnumicate with any per:ron 
after that person has received a ballot paper and before that 
person has placed the paper in the ballot box; . 

(e) 'communicate to any person any information regarding the 
number of ,"otes a candidate has received in respect of a 
particular election before the declaration of the reslllts of 

. that election under section 38(1). 

49. A Inisname or inaccurate description of a person or place 
named or described in a,notice or other document prepared or issued 
under this Act. shaH not affect the operation of the Act as respect the 
person or place if the person or place is so designated in the notice or 
docwnent as to"bC identified. 

50.(1) Electioneerhlg for the purposes of an election shall end at 
midnight on thdrd day before the election day. 

(2) A candidate at the election shall. immediately after 
electioneering ends under subsection (1), remove or cause to be 
removed any bill, placard, poster, pamphlet referred to in section 51 (2) 
in relation to the candidate's election which have been affixed within a 
radius of 200 metres of a polling .station. 
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51.(1) A perwn who - 0","", 

(a) for the purposes of procuring the registration of the person 
or any other person as a voter, knowingly makes to any 
person having the duty of preparing, revising or amending 
the register of voters under.sec!i0n 7 or section 8 a false or 
misl~ding statement or representation; 

(b) applies to be' registered as a voter in respect of an electoral 
area when the ~ ~i~es in another electoral area and 
is already registered 'as a voter in respect of that other 
electora1 area;: 

(c) forges or fraudulently defaces or fraudulently destroys a 
registeT of voters or any part thereof; 

(d) forges, counterfeits or fraudulently destroys any official 
mark relating to a Presidential Election or a National 
Assembly Election; 

(e) forges or counterfeits or fraudulently destroys a ballot 
paper; 

(f) without due au~hority. supplie~ a 'hallot paper to any 
person; 

(g) fraudulently puts into any ballot box any paper other than 
a ballot paper which the person is authorised by law to put 
in; 

(h), without due authority. takes out of any polling station a 
. ballot paper or has in the possession, of the person a ballot 

paper outside a polling station~ 

(1) without due' authority, destroys, takes, oJ>eAs or otherwise 
interferes "with a baUot box or packet of bailot papt'rs then 
in use for'· the purpose of a Presidential Election or a 
National Assembly Election; 

(j) . wilful1y furnishes false evidence or makes .. a false 
declaration under section 25, section 26 or section 27; 

(k) contravenes section 48(2); 

(I) commits an illegal practice in connection with a 
Presidential Election or a National Assembly Election; 
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(m) without lawful authority, destroys, mutilates, defaces or 
removes a notice which is exhibited or any document 
which is made availabJe for inspection. under this Act in 
connection with a Presidential Election or a National 
Assembly Election; 

(n) after a lawful demand to the pc!"Son has been made under 
section 3(5) fails to give such infonnation as the person 
possesses or unreasonably delays in giving the information; 

(0) causes any disturbances or rails to comply with a lawful 
order of the Chief Registration Officer or a Registration 
Officer at any place where a register of voters is kept for 
inspection under section 8 or of the Chief Electoral Officer, 
an Electoral Officer or a Designated Electoral Officer at a 
polling station or place where the COWlting of votes is being 
carried out; 

(P) obstructs the Electoral Commissioner or an officer 
appointed lUlder this Act or fails to obey a lawful order of 
the Director or the officer; 

(q) annoys, molests or in any way interferes with a >voter 
within the precincts of a polling station or .'1 radius of 200 
metres of a poIling station; 

(r) electioneers in connection with an election contrary to 
section 50{J) or fails to comply with section 50(2), 

is guilty of an offence. 

(2) A bill, placard, poster, pamphlet or circular containing any 
matter intended or calculated or likely to affect the result of an election 
shan bear upon its face the name and address of the person who issues 
it and" a person who issues, publishes, posts. or distributes a bilJ~ .' 
placard, POster, pamphlet or circular to which this subsection applies 
but which does not comply with this subsection is guilty of an offence .. 

(3) For the purposes of this section and sections 44, 45 and 47, a' 
person commits an illegal practice where the person ~ 

(a) directly or indirectly, by that person or by any other 
person on that person's behalf, gives, lends or agrees to 
give or lend, offers or promises to procure or to endeavour 
to procure, any money or valuable consideration to or for 
any voter or to or for any other person on behalf of a voter 
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or to or for any other penon, in order to induce the voter to 
vote or refrain from voting, "or corruptly does any such act 
as aforesaid on account of such voter having voted or 
refrained from voting at an eJection. 

(b) directly or indirectly. by that person or by any other 
person on that person's behalf, gives or procures or agrees 
to give or procure or to endeavour to procure, any office, 
place or employment to or for a voter, or to or for any 
person, in order to induce the voter to vote or refrain from 
voting. or corruptly does any such act as aforesaid on 
account of the voter having voted or refrained from voting 
at an election; 

(e) directly or indirectly. by that person or by any other 
person on that person's behalf, makes any gift, loan, offer, 
promise, procmement, or agreement referred to in 
paragraph (b) to aT. for any person in order to induce such 
person to procure or to endeavour to procure the vote of a 
voter at an election; 

(d) upon ~r in consequence of any gift, loan, offer, promise, 
procurement 0::- agreement referred to in paragraph (a), (b) 
or (c). procures or engages or promises or endeavours to 
procure the vote of 3 voter at an election; 

(e) directly or indirectly. by that person or by any other 
person on that person's behalf, advances or pays, or causes 
to be paid, any money to or for the use of any other person, 
with the intention that the money, or any part thereof, shall 
be expended in bribery at an election or who knowingly 
pays, or causes to be paid, any money to any person in 
discharge or repayment of any money wholly or in part 
expended in bribery at an ~lection; ,-

(0 before or during an election directly or indirectly by that 
person or by any other person on that pc'rson's behalf, 
receives, agrees to receive or contracts for any money, gift, 
Joan or valuable consideration, office, place or 
employment, for that person or for ~y other' Person. for 
voting or agreeing to vote, or for refraining or agreeing to 
refrain from voting at the election; 
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(g) after an election, directly or indirectly, by that p=on or 
by any other person on that person's behalf: receiveS any 
money or valuable consideration on acco~t of ~y person 
having voted or refrained from voting at the c:}ecnon; 

(h) COII1lPtly, directly or indireetlY, by that p=on or by any 
other person on that pen;on's behalf, either before, durIng 
or after an election. gives. or proVldes. ~ ~ys. wholly 0: m 
part. the expense of giving or proVldmg food, drink, 
entertainment or provisio:n to or for any person for the 
purpose of influencing that person Of. any other person to . 
vote or refrain from voting at the electIon; 

(i) COFIUPtly accepts or takes any food, drink. entertainment 
or provision referred to in paragraph (h); 

(j) directly or indirectly. by that person or by any other 

that ~n's behalf makes use of or threatens to 
person on y--- , .' fl' 
make use of, any force, violence or restralOt, or 10 ICts or 
threatens to inflict by that person or by any other person, 

- .tua! . . damage harm or loss 
any temporal or spm fiJuey, . ' ' 
upon or against a voter, in order to mduce or ~ompel the 
voter 10 vote or refrain from voting, at an electlOn ~r who, 
by abduction, duress or any fraudulent contnvance, 
impedes or prevents the free use of the vote by a ~oter 
either to give or refrain from giving the vote at an electlOn; 

(k) impersonates any other person in connection with an 

election; 
(1) votes or attempts to vote. or induces or procures s~me 

other person to vote, at an election if that person, or If to 
that ~rson's knowledge the other person, has already voted 

at the election; . 
(m) at 2. lawful public meeting held l~ ~0n.ncction with an 

election, acts or incites others to act 10 a dlsorderly ~armer 
for the purpose of preventing the hold~g of the me~ttng aT 

the transaction of the business for whIch the meetmg was 

called. 

52.(1) A person who is guilty of an offence under section 51(a) to 
(r) or section 51(2) is liable to imprisonment for 3 years and a fine of 

R20,OOO. 
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(2) Where a person is convicted of ~mmitting' an illegal 
practice. the person shaU;in addition to'any penalty under subsection 
(I), be disqualified for a period of 5 years from the date of the 
conviction from being registered as a voter and fro~· voting at an 
election or referendum Wlder this Act and the Electoral Comniissioner 
shall forthwith -cause the name of the person to be deleted from the 
register of voters of the electoral area where the person is registered as 
a voter. 

53. A police officer may, without a warrant, arrest a person whom 
the police officer suspects upon reasonable ground of having 
committed an offence under this Act. 

PART IV - REFERENDUM 

54. Where any issue is required to be determined at a referendum 
the President shall refer the issue to the Electoral Commissioner for th~ 
holding of a referendum. 

55.(1) The Electoral Commissioner shalt. within sC':ven days of a 
reference under section 54. appcint by notice in the Gazette the date or 
dates on which a referendum shalllx held for the detennination of the 
issue ref~ed to the Commissioner under that section. 

(2) The Electoral Commissioner may subject to subsection (3) 
appoint different dates for the holding of the referendum in different 
electoral areas. 

[CAP.68A 

Refc:rttll:c of 
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E1cctonJ 
Commissioner 

Date oi 
referendum 

(3) Where the Electoral Commissioner appoints different dates 
for t."e holding of the referendum in different electoral areas, the dates <­
shall be consecutive dates and the period, starting with the earliest datc 
and ending with the last date for the holding of the. referendum, shall 
not exceed 4 days. . 

56. Tne question to be put to the voters at the referendum shall be 
determined by the Electoral Conunissioner but shaH be ciear,'precise 
and so framed· that the voters are required to vote in"the affmnative. if 
they approve the" issue raised in the question or in the negative, if they 
do not. 

Question for 
approval at 
rc!crendum 

57. Section 17 other than subsection (l)(c) and (d) of that section P011i~gStati~~r ... 
shall apply to a ref~dum as it applies to an election. :";1.l'.::::~'?~: ~,,:r~ 
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58.(1) SUbject 10 subsection (2) . 
~ in each polling lali ' POlling for a ref=mum shall be 

s 00 Sj>CCIfied UDder Section 57. 

!bey '::'?/:!''':I:~~.(3), (4) and (5) shall apply 10 • ref=mum as 

!::';:" "_. 59. SccIion 19 shall apply 10 < 
"election. 8 R:Lerendum as it applies to an 

60.(1) There may be 
station_ present at anYone time at each polling 

(a) at the time of voting. not more than 2 poll-
(h. ll1g agents; and 

~ a~~ time of counting of v~tes. not more than 2 counting 

appoin.ro by each lobby in acco-'---· 'Ib ' •.. ' 
. . ,-"'" WI SU"""'Don (2) 

(2) For !he Pwpose of suhsec . . ' 
parties campaigning for or a inst U: (I) and this Part. the political 
determined at a referendun ~1 . approval of the issue to be 
a YES lohby and a NO lobb

1 
d cons

h 
tltute themselves into 2 lobbies 

y ~ eac lobby shaH. ' 
(a) nominate a person for th 

in relation to th ~ purposes of aU communications 
C e re~erendum with th EI 

O!IUnissioner or Chief EJecl I Ofli e· ectoraI 
ora lcer' and 

(b) notifY the Eleclo Ie' . . 
Officer of the pe:ans omnll~loner and the Chief Electoral 

I . nomInated, and rna . 
po Img agents and four counl' y appomt four mg agents. 

(3) A lobby may appoinl Ibe 
counting agent. same person as polling agent and 

(4) Section 20(2) (3) (4) d (5) 
they apply .to . an election,' sub:m . . shaIJ apply to a referendum as 
"lobby" for the word "candi::" to the SUb~tution of the word 
subsections. wherever It occurs in those 

(5) Each lobby may. in addilion . 
sub:section (2). appoint five representa . to an appomtment made under 
and. subSection (4) shall apply 10 a lives for Ib~ Pwposes of this Part 
poJJmg agent or COUnting agent representative as It appjjes to a 

r ::-.::::'. 6t(1) SccIion 21, other than . 
. _han, shall apply 10 a referendum subsection (1)( d) and (2) of lhal 

as It applIes to an election. 
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(2) Then: shall be displayed ., each polling slation a notice 
showing the colour adopted by each of the twO. lobbies in terms of 
Section 63(2). 

61.(1) Seclion 22, o!her !han subsection (I)(h), shall apply 10 • 
referendum as it applies to an election. 

(2) The Electoral Officer at a polling station shall exclude from 
the poning station all persons, other than a person wishing to vote at 
the polling station, a person seJected by a voter under section 65, the 
polling agents of the lobbies,. the· leaders of political parties 
campaigning at the referendum. Assistant Electoral Officers, police 
officers on duty, the Electoral Commissioner, the Chief Electoral 
Officer OT any person authorised by the Electoral Commissioner or the 
Chief Electoral Officer. 

63.(1) Subject to subsection (2), the ballot paper shaJl be white in 
colour, and the lettering, including the letters of the question to be put 
to the voters, on the paper shan, subject to subsection (3), he in clearly 
legible black ink. 

(2) In order to facilitate voting, each lobby shall adopt a colour. 

(3) Tbe ballot paper shall contain, below the question put to the 
voter, two rectangular boxes, as described in this subsection, where the 
voter may indicate the preference of the voter. 

WI YES OUI 

NON NO NON 

Notes - (a) The outer lines of the YES box shaH be bold and coloured 
in the colour adopted by the YES lobby and C3ch letter in 
that box: shall be printed on a white background in bold 
print in the colour adopted by that lobby; 

(h) The oUIer lines of Ibe NO box shall be bold and coloured 
in the colour adopted by the NO lobby and each letter in 
that box shall be printed on a white background in bold 
print in the colour adopted by that lobby . 
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(c) The shaded part of the YES box shall be coloured in the 
colour adopted- by the YES lobby and of the NO box in 
the colour adopted by the NO lobby; 

(d) the blank space on the right hand comer of the box shan 
be for the use of the voter to mark the voter's preference; 

(e) in these notes the YES box means the box for the use of a 
voter voting in the affirmative on the question put to the 
voter and the· NO .box means the box for the use of a 
voter voting ~n the negative on that question. 

64. Section 24 shall apply to a referendum as it applies to an 
election. 

65. Section 25. other than subsection (2) of that section, shall apply 
to a referendum as it applies to an election subject to the substitution of 
the word "lobby" for the word "candidate" wherever it occurs in that 

section. 

66. Section 26. shall apply to a referendum as it applies to an 
election. 

67. Sech')n 27' shaH apply to' a r:ferendum as it applies to :l...'1 

election. 

68. Section 28. shall apply to a referendum as it applies to an 
elect!on. 

69. Section 29(1) and (3) shall apply to a referendum as they llpply 
tn an election subject to, in subsection P) of that section, the repeal of 
the words "..::andidates if they are present, and" and the substitution for 
the words tlcOlUlting agents of the candidates" of the words "counting 
agents of each lobby" . 

70. Section 30 shall apply to a referendum as it applies 10 an 
election subject to, in subsection 2(b) of that section, the repeal of the 
words tlto the candidates if they are present, andtl and the substitution 
for the words "counting agent of each of the candidates" of the worcls 
"counting agents of each lobby". 
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71. Section 31 shalt apply to a referendwn as it applies to an Enllfllerata 
election. 

7~. Sec~on 32 shall apply to a referendum' as it applies to an 

eJectton subject to the substirution of the. words "counting agents of 
each ~ob~y and the leaders of the registered political parties 
camp~llgnmg at the referendum" for the words "candidates. the 
cOWltmg agents of candidates and leaders of registered political party 
of the candidates." . 

7~. Sect.ion 33 shaH apply to a referendum as it applies to an Procedun: 
electton subject to the substitution of the words "in the presence of the' before 

co~ting agents of each lobby who may be present, examin~ and offer counting 

the cOWlting agents" for the words commencing with the words "in the 
presence of the candidates" and ending with the words "offer the 
candidates and the cOWlting agents". 

74.(1) The Electoral Officer or the Designated Electoral Officer, as 
the case may be, shall in the presence of the counting agents of each 
lobby who may be present with the help of the enumerators examine 
count and record lhe number of baUot p8JX:fS contained in each baUo~ 
box. 

. (2) Section 34(2), (3), (4), (5), aod (6) shall ap?ly to a 
referendum as they apply to an election subject to the substitutil)n of 
the words nindication of the preference of the voter" for the words 
"indica.tion of the candidate whom the voter has voted" wherever they 
occur, In the subsections (2), (3) and (6) of that section. 

75. Section 35 shall apply to a referendum as it applies to an 
election subject to the substitutinn of the words "The counting agent of 
each lobby" for the words "A candidate or a cl).unting agent of a 
candidate" in subsection (1) of that section.- .. 

7~. Sec~on 36 shall apply to a referendum as it applies to an 
e1e~tlon sub~:ct to the substitution of the words "the counting agent of 
eaCH ~obby It present" lor the words "the candidates, if present or the 
countmg agent of candidates'.' in subsection (1)(a) of that section and 
~e substituti~l!.of the words "counting agent of each lobby" for the 
words "Carid.i$tc or 'the counting agent of a candidate" in subsection 
(I)(c) of that section. . 

43 

COlIllring 

Recount 

Cooc]usicn of 
~ounting 



1996 ED) ELECnONS ACT [CAP.68A 

_of 
........... 

.... -­_of 

...-

77.(1) As SOOn as is pnlCticablc after receiving the statement of the 
results of the referendum under section 76, the ElcctomI Commissioner 
shall declare the result of the referendum. 

(2) As soon· as is pnlCticablc after lUlIIOuncing the result of the 
referendum, the Electoral Commissioner shaI~ by notice in the 
Gazette, publish the result 

78. Section 39 shall apply to a referendum as it applies to an 
election. 

79. Section 40 shaU apply to a referendum as it applies to an 
election. 

SO. Section 41 shaH apply to a referendum as it applies to an 
ejection subject to the substitution of the words "a representative of 
each lobby" for- the words "of a candidate .. where they occur for the 
first .time and of the words "of each lobby" for the words "of a 
candidate" where they OCCur for the second time and of the words "of 
the representative of each lobby" for the words "of the candidate". 

Ri&Itt to rcfUK 
discbureof .... 81. Section 42 shall appJy to a referendum as it applies tt? an 

election. . 

Avoidmceof 
"'=>dum 

8Z. lJtc: result of n referendum shaH not be questioned or subject to 
review in any court whatsoever except on a referendum petition 
presented to the Supreme Court. 

83.( 1) A referendum petition may be presented by • 

(a) representative of a lobby; or 

. (b) the Attorney General. 

(2) A referendum petition may claim _ 

(8) 8 dcclanation that the referendwn is void; 

(b) a recount of the ballot papers. 

(3) A referendum petition sball be presented to the Supreme 
CoW1 within 10 days after the date of the publication of the result of 
the referendum in the Gazette WIder section 77(2) and the petitioner 
presenting the petition shaH notify the Electoral Commissioner of the 
presentation of the petition within seven days of the presentation. 
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(4) The Supreme Court shall, before, hearing a referend~ 
. . . the peti'tioner to furnish secunty'of such nature and In 

pebbon, reqmre f ts bar es 
such amount as the Court may direct for the pa~~t 0 cos ,c g 
and expenses that may become payable by the pc::btloner. 

(5) The Supreme Cowt may ~lare a referendum void if the 
Court is satisfied -

(a) that there was a non-compiiance ~th this Act relating to 
the referendum and ~e non- comphance affected the result 
of the referendum; or 

(b) that an illegal practice \lIaS committed in connec:tion with 
the referendum by or with the knowledge and, ~onsent or 
approval of a lobby or a registered political party 
campaigning at a referendum or an agent of sllch party. 

(6) The Supreme Court may order a recOWlt of the ba~lot ~apers 
where the Court is satisfied that there was an irrc:gulanty In the 
counting of the ballot papers that affected the result of the referendum. 

84.(1) A trial ofa referendum petition shall, subject to this A~t.:X: 
held in the same canner as a trial before the Supreme Court 10 ItS 

original jurisdiction. 

(2) The Supreme Court Truly -

(a) by an order, compel any person who ap~ears to be 
. connected in the referendum to attend as a witness at the 

trial; and 

(b) examine a witness referred to in paragraph (a) or any 
person in Court, although the person has not been ealled as 
a witness. 

(3) A witnes.~-or a person referred to in subsection (~): may be 
examined or cross-examin~d, as the Ca5C' may be, by the petItioner and 
respondent to the referendum petition and the Attomey-~eneral or the 
representative of the Attomey-General, if present at the mal. 

(4) Where it ~ppears to the Supreme Court on a referendum 
petition -

(a) that an act or omission of a representative. of a lobby ~r 
the agent of a lobby or any other ~on, which .~ut for thiS 
section would be an illegal practice Wlder thiS Act, has 
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been done or made in good fuith through inadvertence or 
accidental miscalculation or some other reasonable cause 
of a like nature; or 

(b) that upon taking into account all the relevant 
circumstances it would be just that the representative, agent 
or other person shouJd not be subject to any of the 
consequences under this Act for such act of omission, 

the CoW1 may make an order allowing the act or omission which 
would otherwise be an i1legal practice under this Act. to be an 
exception to this Act and the representative, agent or other persons 
shall ~I:?t be subject to the consequences under this Act in respect of the 
act 0: omisSion and the referendum shall not, by reason only of that act 
or omission. be declared to be void. 

85.(1) At the conclusion of the trial of a referendum petition, the 
Supreme Court shall determine whether -

(a) the referendum was valid; 

(b) the referendum was void; or 

(c) a recount of the ballot papers is required or noJ. . 

and shall certifY the detennination to the ElectorAl Commissioner. 

(2) The detennination referred to in subsection (1) shall, subject 
to an appeal to the Court of Appeal, be 1}nal. 

(3) Where the Supreme Court de~ermines that the referendum is 
void, all proceedings with regard to the referendum shall be 
recommenced, 

~; (4) Where the Supreme Court detcmlincs that a recount of ballot '," 
',papers is required, the Electoral Commission~r shall . 

(a) cause the ballot papcr$ W t:-e r',c.:cHJ1tl!d in accordance with 
this Part and subject to any dir .:tioli$ of the Court; and 

(b) declare the result Qfthe recount. 

86. Section 47 shall apply to a referendum petition as it applies to 
an election petition subject to the substitution of the words "Supreme 
Court" for the words "ConstitutioT1;'ll Coud' and the words "a 
repres..--ntative of a lobby or an a!;.~nt n:" the !obb,," for the words "a 
candidate or agent oCthe candidate", 
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87. Section 48 shall apply to a referendum as it applies to an Scuecy 

election subject to the substitution, in subsection (2) -

(a) of the word "how· for the words "the candidate for 
whom" in paragraph (a); 

(b) of the word "how" for the words "for whom" in paragraph 
(b); and 

(e) of the words "east in the affinnative or in the negative for 
a lobby before the declaration of the result of the 
referendum under section 77( 1)" for all the words 
commencing with the words "a candidate has received" in 
paragntph (e). 

88. Section 49 &haH apply to a referendum as it applies to an 
election. 

89.(1) Campaigning for a lobby at a referendum shall end at 
midnight on the third day before the earliest date appointed for the 
hoiding (lfthe refcrendum un.!er section 55. 

(2) The representatives of a lobby shall, immediately after the 
campaigning end!' under subsection (I), remove or cause to be 
removed any bill, placard, poster referred to in section 90(b) in relation 
to that lobby which have been affixed within a radius of 200 metres of 
a polling station, 

IlIKCun1c 
description 

Referendum 
campaign 

90. Section 51 shall apply in connection with a referendum as it Offenc('s 

applies in connection with an election subject to the substitu- tion -

(a) in subsection (I) _. 

(i) of the words "a rei~rendl,lm" for the words "a 
Presidential Election or a National Assembly 
Election" in paragraphs (d), 0), (I) and (m); 

(ii) of the words "section 65 or section 66 or section 
6'1" for th: words "section 25, section 26 or ~tion 
27" in paragraph (j); 

(iii) of the words Itsection 87", for the 'words "section 
48(2)" in paragraph (1<); 

(iv) of the following paragraph for paragraph (r) -, 
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OI(r) campaigns in COIDlection with a referendum 
contnuy to section 890) or fails to comply with 
section 89(2)"; 

(b) in subsection (2) of the wonls "a referendum" for the 
words "an election"; 

(c) in subsection (3), -

(i) ofthC: wonIs "sections 83, 84, and 86 for the words 
"sections 44, 45. and ~7n; 

(ii) of the words "a referendum" for the words "an 
election" in paragraphs (a), (b), (c); (d), (e), (I), (g), 
(h), (j), (k), 0) and (m). 

91. Section 52 shall apply in connection with a referendum as it 
applies in connection with an elcction subject to the substitution of the 
words ""section 90" for the words "seCtion 51(1) (a) to (r) or section 
51(2)" in subsection (I). . 

92. Section 53 shall apply to a referendum as it applies to an 
election. 

PART V -MISCELLANEOUS 

93.(1) All expenses on account of-

(a) holding public meetings or organising any public display; 

(b) issuing bills, placards, posters, pamphlet, circulars or 
advertisements; or 

(c) otherwise presenting to the voters the candidate, the views 
of the candidate ot of the politic~ party which nominated 
the candidate, 

with a view to promoting or ~wing the election of the candidate 
shan be incw:red hy ei~cr the candidate, or an agent of the candidate 
appointed for the purpose by the candidate in writing or a registered 
political party which has nominated the candidate and by no other 
person or body of persons. 
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(2) Where a candidate appoints an agent for the purpose of 
subsection (1). the candidate shall as soon a.o; is practicable notify the 
Electoral Commissioner of the appointment. 

(3) The candidate or an agent of the candidate or the registered 
politicai party, as the case may be, shall keep proper acooWlts of -

(a) all-,funds received by the candidate, the agent of the 
candidate or the registered political party in connection 
with the election; . 

(b) an expenses incurred by the candidate or the agent of the 
candidate or the registered political party under subsection 
(I). . 

94.(1) A candidate, an agent of the candidate or a registered 
political party, as the case may be, who recieves any funds or 
incurs any expenditure in connection with an election shall, 
within 45 days after the day on which the result of the election is 
dC"..clared under section 38, prepare a statement of the funds 
received and the expenses incurred. by the candidate. agent of tbe 
cartdidate or the political party, as the case may be. 

(2) The candidate, the agent of the candidate or the 
registered political party, as the case may be, is not required to 
disclose in the statement prepared under subsection (1)-

(a) the identity of the pers~n or source who or which 
provided the funds; and 

(b) the identity of the person in respect of whom the" 
expenditure was incurred" 

(3) Within 60 days after the day on which the result of an 
election is decJared under section 38, the candidate, the agent of 
the candidate or the registered political party. as the case may be, 
shall deliver"to the Electoral Commissioner a statement prepared 
under subsection (1) certified as a true statement by the 
candidate, agent of the candidate or the registered political parry. 

(4) Where a candidate, agent of the candidate or the 
registered political party -

(a) fails to comply with subsection (3); or 
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(b) in a statement detivered under subsection (3), 
knowingly includes any incorrect or false particulars, 

the candidate, agent of the candidate or the registered potitical 
party is guilty 'of an offeece and is tiable to imprisonment for 3 
years and a fine ofR20,OOO. 

(5) Where a registered political party comntits an offence 
under subsection (4), evety office bearer of that party sball be 
deemed to commit the offence unless it is proved -

(a) that the office bearer did not know of the act or 
omission constituting the offence; or 

(b) that the offence is not attributable to the negligence of 
the office bearer. 

95. Every registered political parties nominating candidates 
fOT an election and every candidate at an election shall. during the 
period commencing on nomination day and ending on the third 
day before the election day, havc the right -

(i) to campaign in the election; 

(ii) to broadcast matter relating to tlle election, 

with a view to promote or procure the election· of any candidate 
nominated by that party or of the candidate, as the case may be. 

96.(1) In the exercise of the right to campaign under section 95(i) 
eveI)' registered political party and every candidate may, subject to the 
Public Order Act. hold public meetings with a view to promote or 
procure the el-:ction of any candidate nominated by the poiitical party . 
or of the candidate, as the case may be. 

(2) . L'l grunting permit. .. for the holding of public meetings under 
subsection (1), the Commissioner o[Police shaH, subject to subsection 
(3), Cifiord equal "pportunities to each registered political party or 
candidate. 

(J) Where an application for a permit to hold a public meeting at 
the same venUe at the same time is made by two or more registered 
political parties or two or more candidates, the Commissioner of Police 
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shaH, subject to the Public Order Act, permit the political party or the Cap. 194 

candidate whose application was received first to hold the meeting. 

97.( J) For the exercise of ,Ule rigbt to broadcast lindc:r section 
96(ii), the Electoral Commissioner shall, in' consultation with the 
ScycheUes Broadcasting Corporation established by the Seychelles 
Broadcasting Corporation Act (hereafter referred to as the 
"Corporetionft

), allocate free broadcasting time to each registered 
political party and each candidate. 

(2) In allocating free broadcasting time under subSection (I), 
the Electoral Commissioner shall· allocate -

(i) to each registered political party equal broadcasting 
time; and 

(ii) to each candidate equal broad- casting time. 

(3) The Electoral Commissioner shall decide by draw of lots the 
order in which· 

(i) each registered pOlitical party shall utilise the 
broadcasting time; and 

(ii) each candidate shall utilise the broadcasting time. 

(4) The Electoral Commissioner shall inform each registered 
political party and each candidate the broadcasting time allocated to 
each such political party and candidate and the order in which such 
time is to be utilised. 

(5) Any registered political party or candidate which or who 
fails to utilise the broadcasting time allocated under subsection (1) 
shall forfeit the right to broadcast. 

(6) Each registered political party and each candidate shall not 
·leSs·than 24 hours before each broadcasting time allocated to that party . 
or candidate submit to the Corporation a text of the broadcast. 

(7) The Corporation may, where it has reasonable grounds to 
believe that the text of any broadcast submitted to it under subsection 
(6) is likely to give rise to a claim for damages against the Corporation 
or is not in good taste or is contrary to the public, interest, security, 
peace or morality • 

(i) not lesS than 12 hours before broadcasting time, 
request the political party or the candidate to revise 
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the text on the rnattcn; refert<d to in the request and 
submit the revised text to it within such time as 
may be spc:c:ified in the request; 

(ii) where the political party or the candidate fails to 
revise the text or the revised text submitted is not 
aoceptable to the Corporation. reject the text and 
the revised test and accordingly the political party 
or the candidate sban forfeit the right to broadcast. 

98. (\) The Chief Iustice may, by rules of Court, provides for the 
practice and procedure of the Supreme Court in relation to ~ election 
petition or a referendum petition under the Act. 

(2) The Presideot of the Court of Appeal may, by rules of the 
Court, provide for the practice and procedure in relation to an appcal 
tmder this Act. . 

99. The Electoral Commissioner may make regulations for 
carrying into effect of the purposes and provisions o(this Act. 

--------------------
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