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Amendment 
of section 2 
of Act 44 of 
1961 . 

Amendment 
of section 17 
of Act 44 of 
1961. 

Amendment 
of section 27 
of Act 44 of 
1961. 

No. 13 Fmncitise alld Electoral Regislralion 1962 
tAmerulml!n1) 

2. Section 2 of the Franchise and Electoral Registration 
Act. 1961 (hereinafter called the principal Act). is hereby 
amended by the insertion immediately after the definition .. Elec· 

. toral Commission" of the following new· definition- . 

.. . field registrar' means a person appointed as such under 
the provisions of paragraph (a) of" subsection (I) of 
section 17;". 

3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (I)' of section 17 of the 
principal Act is hcreby amcnded by the deletion of the semicolon 
and the word .. and" at the end thereof and the addition thereto. 
of the following-

I'l • and such field registrars may perform such other duties 
connected with the registration of electors as may be 
assigned to them by the Registration Officer; and". 

4. Section 27 of the principal Act is hereby amended by
(a) renumbering the exjsting ~ection as subsection (1); 
(b) the addition thereto of the following subsection-

.. (2) The Electoral Commission. if it considers it 
expedient to do so, may, by notice published in the 
Gazette, enlarge the time prescribed in this Act for 
the giving of any notice or for the doing of any act 
or thing."; and 

(e) the substitution of the words .. Regulations and 
extension of time." for the word .. Regulations" in 
the marginal note thereto. 

Passed in the House· of Representatives this 3rd day of April, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand nine hU!1dred and sixty·two. 

s. V. WRIGHT. 
Clerk oj the House oj Representatives. 

THIS PRINTED IMPRESSION has been carefully compared by me' witli 
the Bill which has passed the House of Representati~es and found by me to 
be· a true· and correctly printed copy of the said Bill. . 

Clerk 

M.P. EI fl 

s. V. WRIGHT. 
oj the House of Representatives. , . 

.. 

i IoW/~/EriVf2/~;2/ ~~ 
I A~ 

Assented to in Her Majesty's name this 12lh day of 
April. 1962. 

MAURICE H. DORMAN. 
Governor-General . 

No. 14. 1962 

Sierra Leone 

An Act to Regulate the Composition of the House 
of Representatives and the Election of Members 

to the House of Representative~ aDd to 
Local Authorities 

Date of 
[14th October, J.?6J] commence. 

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by and 
. with the advice and consent of the House of Repre~entatives.in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority. or the same. as 
follows:- . 

PART I-PRELIMINARY 

ment. 

.. , 
1. This Act may be cited as the Electoral Provisions Act, 1962, Short title 

and shall be deemed to have come into operation on the fourteenth and com-
day of October, 1?61. mencement. 

6Z FClifton While Resource Center 
lntemationaJ Foundation for Election Systems 
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EI«tora/ PFOl'islolU 

2. In lhis Act, unless the coo/ext otherwise requires
.. ASSistant RetUrning Officer" means lilly person appointed 

under the provisions of subsection (2) of s«tiOIl 10; 

.. ballot paper" means the printed form used for the purpose of YOling for II candidate: 

" byc-cleclioll .. means an eJection for II Member of the House 
of Representatives or (or a member of a local AUlhority, to 
fill a VlIcaney IImollg the elected Members of the House of 
Representatives or a Local Authority, a! the case may be; 

P.N. No. 78 
of 1961. 

.. candidate" means It person SUbmitting himself for e1eaion 
either to the Houseaf Represeotatives or to III.oc:...J Authority; 

.. coostituency .. means II constituency prescribed by the Elec. 
toral COmmission under the provisiolls of SUbsection (I) 
of section]8 of the Constitution; 

".N. No. l' 
of1961. .. district" means a district as defined in Subsection (3) of 

section ]0 of the Constitution; 

P.N. No.7, 
of 1961. 

A.:t 44 of 
1961. 

P.N. No.'7! 
of 1961. 

Cap. 6', 

Cap. n 
Cap. 79. 

Cap. 76. 
Cap. '0. 
Cap. 29$, 

".N. No. 78 
o{ 1961. 

.. election" means Jny election for membership of the House of Rep~ntatives Of of a Local Authority; 

.. dectoml area" means a C"Ollstituency, district 'or ward, whichever is the appropri:tte; 

.. Electoral Commission" means the COmmission appointed 
in accordance with sectioll 37 of the Constitution; 

.. elector ., means any pe~n whose name is on allY Register 
of Electors prepared in accordance with the Franchise and' 
Electoral Registralion Act, 1961, or in the case of an 
election for a Paramoullt Chief Member, a person Whose 
name is on the Gautte list; 

.. GazeueUst" means the latest list ofa Tribal AuthOrity appear. fllg in the Gazelle prior to an eJectioll; 

.. general election" means a Bellera.l election of Members of 
the House of Representatives (referred to in section S6 of the 
Constitution) or of a Localll\uthority; 

.. Local Authority" meallll the City Couodl of Freetown. 
established under the Freetown Municipality Act, or any 
Rural Area Council. RUral District Councilor ViUagc Com. 
mittee established under the Rural AI"Ca Act, or any District 
Council constituted under the District Councils Act. or the 
Sherbro Urban District CounCil established under the 
Sherbro Urban District CoUllcil Act. or the 80 Town Council 
established under the Do Town Council Act, or any ToWn 
Council established under the Townships Act; 

.. Minister" means the Minister of Intemal Affam; 

.. nomination paper" means the printed form used for the 
Purpose of nominating a candidate for an election; 

.. official mark" means an official secret mark (if any be pre. 
scribed by the Electoral Commission) impres.sed upon a 
bal/ot paper before delivery to an elector at an election; 

.. Ordinary Member" meanSlIlIl.ember of the Hou$~'of Repre
sentatives referred to in paraBraph (b) of subsection (I) 
iCl;tion ]0 of the Constitution; 

El«tDral Provisioru .59 
No. 1,( 's not subordmate III 

... Paramount Chief" means t~ c~~~ :t~~/ chIef but does not I 

. his ordmary Junsdlcuon nt chief; No 78 

Include an actlllg chief:: a,~:eeans a member ofthc Housc(~r:r~96t 
•• Paramount Chief 7e~~d ~o III paragraph (a) of subsectlOn 

Representa3~v~5f~~e Constltuuon; ted as such under 
of section .. means any person appolll 

"~~~~~s(~~r. s:!IOan ~Il~~:~~~:'o~~rovlded under 

"=~;;,(~n of subsecuon (2) oOf ::~~:~as such under 
"PteSJ.dlllg Officer " meansan~f)rsf nectlon 22; 

paragraph (e) of subsectIOn :a~ me::tns the Register of ACI" of 
.. Register of Electors" ~dord a~~ned by scctlon 24 of the 1961 

EI ton for lhat war eAt 1961' 
Fr:nchlse and Electoral Reglstrat~':so~ 'appoI~ted as such 

•• Rcturnlllg Officer" means ~ny 10 

under subsection (I) of sec on for'the ume being holdlll~ 
.. the Speaker" means the person f RepresentatIves under P N No 78 

teo 3 f the ConsUtutlon, 
h ffice of Speaker of the House 0 of 1961 

sectIon 3 0 D lI.ho VOles at an e1ec1Jon, 
.. vou:r" means any peno t whIch SIerra Leone IS f 
.. ward" means one of the ward~ ~~~on 3 of the Franchlsc 1'9~1~4 0 divided under the prov~slons 0 1961 

and Electoral RcgJstraUon Atst'E OF ~EPRESENTA TIVES 
MB

ERSOFTHEHOU b II be CompOJltlOll PART II-ME f Representauves s a of the HOUH 
J The composItion of th"b H o~se n~utullon and the number of Rcpll!SClI_ 

bed In sectIon 30 0 teo tal,vcs 
as ttr:n 

Members shall be sixty-two. P N No 78 
of r lIlary • . or 1961, 

. be hip Quatil\ca· . d d' ualifications for memo rs I lions .lId .(. The qualificallons .an h I~bc as prescribed in sectIons 3 <!i$qualillco_ of the Houseof Repr~z:ttatLves s a bOQs~p 
and 32 of the Conslltulion. ~ouso of 

Rcpr=enlll· 

~~. No. 18 
of 1961. 

. .. d Division of . 'd'ro into constituenCIes III accof • Sicmr. Leone S Sierra Leone shall be dlVI. . for the purpose of electing DI10 
ance ~ith section 38 of the Conslltullon "!lDltilllell-

the Ordinary Memben. ~.~. Nt>. 78 

t>fl961. 
C0t:'lCERNING PAAT ID-ELECIlONS AND P~~;~URE 

NOMINA P !a.mation- ~~~~fti~ 6. The Governor-General may by roc.. rdance tor clealOns 

. . ~ a general e!ectton III ~ 56 (10 lh~ Ho""-,,, (a) appomt a 1im:C. or of subsection (I) of section 0 of Rcpmc" • 
with the provISIons 1~lives. 
the Constitution; bwo.election for the House o( P.N. No. 7t '(b) appoint a t.ime for a J- of 1961. 
Rcprcsentall.vcs .• 

-
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Conduct of 7. The conduct of all elections shall be subject to the dir'ecrion 
eleclionssub- and supervision of the Electoral Commission. 
jeellosuper. 
vision of 
E1ectoral 
Commission. 

Dat~ for 8. Whenever a time is appointed for an election under the 
,. elec~lon and provisions of section 6 or the Minister or. other 

receipt of . da r I' r 
nominations or appomts a date or tes lor an e ectIon lor 

. Local Authority under the provisions of any 

Commission shall, by notice published in the ~:~~~~;~:~it~~~~; il that nominations of candidates in respect of an~ 
concerned be delivered to the Returning Officer of such area ::::.:::: '11' 
four o'clock in the afternoon on the day specified in such .'_'_ •• ~. 
for that area, which day shall be not more than thirty and 
!fum fifteen days before the first day appointed for voting to 
place in that area. 

r, ?ublication . 9. Where the time appointed for an election consists of a, 
dn Gaze/~ of number of days the Electoral Commission shall by notice published 
a;~o~ted ays in the ~azelle appoint the day or days on which V?ting shall take 
for voting. place m any electoral area concerned. Such notice shall be 

ypublished at least fourteen clear days before the first day so appoin-;n 
ted for voting. 

AfPointment 10. (1) Whenever a time is appointed for an election 
o Ret.urning the provisions of section 6 or the Minister or other authority declares 
~ffi~rs ~nd or appoints a date or dates for an election for membership of a 
Re:~sr~rng . Local Authority under the provisions of any Act, the Electoral 
Officers. Commission shaB, by notice published in the Gazelle, appoint a 

fit and proper person, who shaH not be a candidate, to be Returning 
Officer for the electoral area in respect of which the election is to 
take place. 

~J (2) A Returnin~ Officer may appoint any number of fit 
. and proper persons, none of whom shall be a candidate, to be 

Assistant Returning Officers. Such Assistant Returning Officers 
shall, subject to any special or general directions of the Returning 
Officer, have all the powers and may perform any of the duties of a 
Returning Officer. 

(3) An Assistant Returning Officer shall have all the 
powers of a Presiding Officer and may if he thinks fit relieve a Pre
siding Officer of his duties at any polling station and in such event 
may appoint a Polling Assistant to be Presiding Officer. 

(4) Returning Officers and Assistant Returning -Officers 
shall comply with any general or special directions, not inconsistent 
with this Act or with any Regulations made thereunder, which may 
be given by the Electoral Commission with respect to the arrange
ments to be made by such officers for caIT}ing-! out their duties 
under this Act. {3; r L . . 

Returning 11. The Returning Officer for an electoral area shall give 
~fficer t~O notice, as earlyaspossible, and in such manner as he shall think fit, give no Ice • bin h I I f 
of voting day WIt tee ectora area 0 _ 

and last date (a) the day appointed for any election' orl' and place Ior , '. 
delivery or 
nomination 
papers. , 

.1 

, 
,~ , 

1"0.14 
Electoral Provisions 1962 

. ointed for an election consists 
(b) where the Irmfe d

app 
the day or days appointed for 

of a number 0 ~ys. 
oting under section 9, . 

A 61 

v d lace for the delivery of nominatIOn papers. 
Bnd the last date an p . ominated in writing by Nomina~lons 
V 12. (I) Every candidate shal}o~:'~Ch he is a candidate and d~t~:.ndl
three electors of the elect?ralleadr~~r more than one electoral area. 

did te may be norrllna .d 
no caD a b 'b d by the candl ate 

(2) The writing sha,lI be su scn e 
, . him 

d the persons nommaung - M ber F ' A 
an ( ). the case of the election of an Ordinary em orm. 

a ill F A' 
in the onn, I I' of a Paramount Chief Form 8. 

(b) in the case of the e ec .1On 
Member, in the Form B, . f Local Form C 
'h of the elections for membership 0 a . ~c) mt ecase. C . 
. Authority, m the Form , First 

. . ' h F t Schedule. . Schedule. 
prcscnbed m t e ITs. h II provide nominatIOn 

(3) Any Retunung O~~~~h' ~u~h number of nomination 
papers and shall s~pply anYb~l;cr~O uire and shall, at th: request of 
papers as he rna} rea~ona ) d ~ll his nominators hemg present, 
nny elector, the candld~te .an paper on such elector's behalf. 
complete any such nonunatIOn . . t' 

. f the persons nonuna mg 
(4) Each candidate, or one 0 hscribed as hereinbefore 

him, shall deliver his nomination pa~er, ~cer before four o'clock 
provided, at the office of ~e ,~et~~~~liVery of nomination papers. 
on the forenoon of the last il) or .. d. Member Deposit. 

'd r lection as an Or mary 
13 (1) Every candl ate lOr e . d livered at the office . • . ' fon paper IS e . . 

at the time w~en his no~na I d nce with section 12 shan depOSit 
of the Returrung Officer In .accor 'k.eturning Officer the sum of one 
or cause to be deposited Wlth the. . d by or on behalf (if the 

d d written receIpt Issue . d f hundre poun s or a h dred pounds receive rom. or . 
Accountant-General fo~ on~ ~~ ect of such sum, and the nonuna-
on account of such ~andi~al te mhr d Pposit has been made. 
tion ~hal1 not be valid unll suc e . 

. .... h d d pounds referred to In 
"":::I.... • (2) The deposit. of o:eu ~n r~~ayable to such candidate 

subsection (1) of this sect~on ~ a e . 
or his personal representatives If-

(a) he dies before the date of the election; or 
d I . 'or 

(b) there is no conteste .e ecllon, ndidate obtains votes 
(c) if in a contested elelctlOnt~h~ c:ne_tenth of the total 

equivalent to not· ess a , 
number of votes cast. . . 

f ~ 'ted 10 the Co~soltdated 10 all other events the deposit shall be or el . 
Revenue Fund of Sierra Leone. h e valid Limit to 

h 11' as a nominator more t an on ·ght of 
14. No person s a Sign C If he does so, his sig~ature ~omina-

. nomination paper at the same e1ec ~o~; subsequent paper which he tion. . 
shall be inoperative on any secon .. . . . 
si~os as ~ p.ominator: 

-



• A 62 No. 14 Electoral' Provisions 1962 

Provided that for the purpose of this section no account shall 
. be taken of the nomination of any candidate who has died or with
drawn or whose nomination has been rejected as invalid before the, 
delivery of the second or subsequent nomination paper. 

~omina. 15. (1) On the last day fo'r the delivery of nomination papers. 
tlon~ (~o:: and at the place notified under section 1 J °for the receipt of nomina
~~:~e8 a;' lions, the Returning Officer (or Assistant Returning Officer) shall 
and 4 p.rn:): attend between the hours of eight o'clock in the forenoon and four 
allotment C:r o'clock in the afternoon to receive the nominations of any duly 
sym~ols. and qualified candidate for election. publication 
of names. 

(2) On the delivery of the nomination paper of a candidate.· 
~ogether with the deposit or receipt referred to in subsection (I) of 
section 13 where such deposit or receipt is required, the Returning 
Officer shaH forthwith inform the candidate in writing of the symbol 

. allotted him. 

(3) When the require~ents concerning the completion and 
delivery of nomination papers have been duly completed the Return
ing Officer shall forthwith publish by placarding in a conspicuous 
manner at the place of receipt of the nomination, a notice containing 
the name of the candidate and the names of the electors nominating 
Dim, and the symbol which has been.allotted him. 

~bjections 
r to nomina-' 

tions. 
16. (1) Any elect9r of the electoral area in which a candidate 

is standing for election may at any time up to five o'clock in the 
afternoon of the last day appointed for the receipt of nominations 
object to the nomination of that candidate but only on one or more 
of the grounds set out in subsection (2), and the Returning Officcr 
shall decide on the validity of the objection. 

Act 44 or 
1961. 

(2) The Returning Officer shall be entitled to hold a nomina
tion paper invalid only on one or more of ihe following grounds, 
that is to say-

(a) that the particulars of the candidate or his nominators 
are not as required by Jaw; 

(h) that the paper is not subscribed as so required; 

(c) that anyone of the nominators is not an elector; 

(d) that the candidate is a person who, within the twelve 
months preceding the day appointed for the delivery 
of nomination papers, was employed under the provi
sions of this Act, or the Franchise and Electoral 
Registration Act, 1961, in the performance of duties 
connected with any election in which he is standing 
as a candidate, or with the registration of ejectors in 
any electoral area. 

• (3) The Returning Officer shall give his d~ecision on· any 
objection to a nomination paper as soon as practicable after it is 
made, but in any event before six o'c:ock in)he afternoon of the last 
day appointed for the receipt of nominations . 

.................. ,. 

1'10.14 Electoral Provisions 1962 

. Offi decides that a nomination 
(4) Where the ReturOlng d ~er n the paper the fact and .' r d he shall endorse an sign 0 . d b the paper IS lDva I, . d .. Any candidate aggneve r 

the reasons for his .eclsiOffi as to the validity or otherWIse of 
decision of the Returrung 0 c~r to the Electoral Commission, who 
a nomination pape~ ?lay ;Pte~ turning Officer or reverse the same. 
may uphold the decIsIon 0 tee 

. Officef or in the case of 
(5) The decision of the .R~turn~~~t a nomidation paper is 

an appeal, the Ele\ctofdaJ ~~lmn~tSs~~nquestioned in any proceeding 
valid shall be fina an s a ~. 
whatsoever. . hi . h· 

b ·ect to subsection· (5) of this section ~ot ng I~ t IS 
(6) Su ~ h rd't of a nomination bemg questIOned 

A63 

section shal.l pre\'e~t. t e va I I Y 
on an election petltlon. d 

I d ·nted Conteste 17 If by six o'clock in the afternoon of the ast ayappOi election and 
. . f . t' ons unopposed 

for the ~ecelpt 0 nonuna 1 - .. ominated exceeds candidates: 
. ) h ber of persons rem3lmng n . 
(0 t e num f . poll shall be taken In the number 0 vacanCies, a . 

accordance with the provisions of thIS Act; 

b) the number of persons remaining nomina~ed is the 
( same as the number of vacancies, the Returmng Officer 

shall forthwith declare such person or persons to be duly 
elected; 

(c) no person is or remains nom.inated, ?r if the ;umb~r 
of ersons remaining nommated IS less t an t e 
nuJber of ~acancies, the Retur~i~g Office: shall forth
with declare the persons remalDlIlg nommatcd to b~ 
dul elected and shall forthwith notify the Electo~a 
Co~mission who shall by notice in the G~zetle appolDt 
some other convenient day for the elecuon to fill .any 
vacancy which remains unfilled and all proceedmg~ 
with reference to the election to fill such vacancy &hal 
commence afresh. 

18 A ndidate may withdraw his nomination by notice Withdr~dwal 
. . : !ly ea d d \. d by him to the Returning Officer of caodl ale. to wntmg SIgned by an e Ivere h h d b ti 
not later than four ~'clock in the a~ternoon of t e tent. ay e ore 
the first day appointed for the electIOn: 

Provided that-

(i) such notices of withdrawal .shall ~ake effect in the 
order in which they are delivered, and. 

(ii) no notice shall have ~ffect jf it woUld result in the:e 
being no candidate 10 respect of any vacancy In 

an electoral area. 

19. If when any nominated ~andidate withdraws his candida- ~~~~no~ ~e 
tUfe under the provisions of sectIOn 18- withdrawal. 

(a) the number of persons remaining nominat~d exceeds the 
number of vacancies, a poll shall be taken Jfl accordance 
with the provisions of this Act j 
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(b) the number of persons remaining nominated is the same 

as th.:: number of vacancies. the Returning Officer shall 
forthwith declare such person or persons to be duly 
elected; 

(e) no .person is or remains nominated. or th" 'lumber of 
persons remaining nominated is less than tne cumber 
of vacancies. the Returning Officer shall forthwith 
declare the' persons remaining nominated to be duly 
elected and shall forthwith notify the Electoral Com. 
mission who shall by notice in the Go zelle appoint 
some other convenient day for the election to fill any 
vacancy which remains unfilled and all proceedings 
with reference to the election to fill such vacancy shall 
commence afresh. . 

Death of 20. (1) If, after the date appointed for the receipt of nomina. 
candidate, tions one of the candidates nominated for election in any electoral 

area shall die before the poll has commenced, the Returning Officer 
shall, upon being satisfied oCthe fact of such death, countermand the 
notice of the poll and shall forthwith report the fact to the Electoral 
Commission. 

+List of 
candidate:, 
to be pub. 
lished. 

(2) In such case the Electoral Commission shall appoint 
some other convenient day or days for the election and all proceed
ings with reference to the election shall commence afresh: 

Provided that no fresh nomination shall be necessary in the 
case of a candidate who stood nominated at the time when the 
notice ~f poll was countermanded. 

21. The Returning Officer not later than ten days before the first 
day appointed for the election, shall cause to be published in the 
Gazette, and in such other manner '\'jthin the electoral area as he may 
deem approp'riate, a list containing the full naines, addresses and 
occupati0!ls Or the candidates, and of the persons by whom ·they 
were nommate({. 

."PART IV-CONTESTED ELECTIONS POLLING AND 
,COUNTING OF VOTES IN ELECTIONS OF ORDINARY 
. MEMBERS AND OF MEMBERS OF LOCAL 

~ ~UTHORITIESr ", I=W",.,..l '-~.,.,;.}
Returning ;<, 22. (I shall the duty of the Retur lug Officer to make 
0"1cer to arrangements for tKe holding of a con ed lection at the time 
::;';a~ge_~nd ace not" un~er section 1 
ments for ck 1 ~ 
cont~sted Returru 
electlons.- x: 

e~h electoral 

No, 14 

\ , , 
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r. e da of election 
(b) O.D o~~c~ of the election in such manner e may. 

think fit, specifying-
lil the day and hours fixed for v mg; 

il) the full name, address and 0 up~ti?n of each 
l dOd t together with a escnptlOn of the 

canlae, h didt' symbol which he has allotte to eac can a e, 

... ) the full names, addr ses and occup~tions 
of the persons who no . nated each candJdate; 
and 

(iv) t polling station or stations 
the persons entitled to vote 

, t' r ect of e h electoral area such persons 
(d) appom In e 'd f 'Ii 

ashe may . kfit,ot~er ~ ananyclan~ atehor ehec1,obn, 
, t the yottng 10 the e eeoon W 0 s a e 

to asslS a d h hall b under kn wn as oiling Assistant, an w 0 s e 
the

O 
direc on of the Presidi Officer; 

( ) (i) pr vide each Presiding . er with as m~y 
e I Uot boxes as there are candi tes, each of which 

oxes shall be marked with e name. of the 
candidate and the symbol allot d to him,. ~nd 
such number of ballot papers as the opIOlon 
of the Returning Officer may be, n cessary~ 

C) If any candidate makes .applieatio in that 
11 behalf in writing accompame~ .by a photo-

h of himself, the Presldmg OffiG shall 
~ such photograph to the b?x allotted ° t,he 
candidate in addition to marking the box WIth 
the candidate's name and symbol; 

(n' any Local Authority elections in which th~ .numb 
v J u: aeancies to be filled exceeds one, prOVIde on 

o dd~tional box of a different colour clearly marked 
~u: the words" UNUSED BALLOT PAPERS"; 

'di Officer at each polling station 
(g) ~fo~~e i~t~~~rC~!nussiOn. so direct) with instru-

ments for makmg p~s impregnated with indelible 

ink; 

A 65 
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Po!1ing 
Agent$.~ 

No. 14 

23. 

Electoral Provisions 1962 

(h) provide the Presiding Officer at each polling station 
with copies of the Register of Electors or such 
part thereof as contains the names of the electors 
allotted to vote at such polling station; 

polling station the 
has allotted to each candidate for 

a vote can be cast at such poll.ing station; 

J j) do such other acts and things as may be necessary for 
conducting the election in the manner provided in 
this Act. 

nominated candidate may appoint two persons, 
to as polling agents, to attend at each polling 

station area fo'r which he is a candidate, for the 
purpose and making representations to 
Polling of paragraph (c) of section 
26, or to the provisions of subsection (I) 
of section 30; ~t~~~~~~ti~l'i!f~ dr~:~~'~d~th~:e attention of the Presid-
ing Officer to i: le at a polling station. 

(2) Notice in writing of th:~;~~.~:~~~, stating the names 
and addresses of the polling agent~. polling stations 
to which they have been assigned, candidate 

-to the Returning Officer not later than the first 
day appointed for the election and before fOUl the after-
noon of the last day for the delivery of the notice. 

• (3) If any polling agent dies or becomes i~~~~r.~: 
acting as such, the candidate may appoint another D 

in his place, and shall fonhwith give to the Returning 
in writing of the name and addres~ of the polting agen.t s~,al;p(>jnlted" 

, - (4) A candidate may do any act or 
agent is authorised to do under subsection 

his polling 

Precautions 24. (I) Every ballot box shall that the 
to ensure \_, ballot papers can be put therein by Inc"V()ler but cannot by him 
secrecy. \" be -withdrawn. 

(2) The Pre:sidi"g 
polling station, ballot )O~~~:'d'.aJ"nl 
candidates remaining n 

cause to be placed at the 
number to the number of 

before the commencement of voting \ 
polling station sball show the ballot boxes 
may be lawfully present so that they may 
and shall i\l" such persons presence close 

upon the boxC4 in such manner as to 
opened without breaking the seals and shall 

so and sealed until the voting is completed. He! 
to his ballot box the symbol and (if any) 

the candidate in such manner as or them 1 ': 

~~L!.<:!!:~~from the box without . 
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(4) 

persons , 
in such manner no person other than the voter can see 10 

ballot box a voter places any ballot paper. 

I'<..l\..~ D,N.. 

25. 
The hours of .voting shall be from eight in the Hours or ~_ 

h f d no Paper may voting. 
morning to six o'clock 10 tea ~ernoon. an 
be placed in any ballot box outside these ho,ur:j..Ol voting: 

Provided that in the case of a station which can be 

d t ly lighted the hours of fixed by the Return-
a equa e ' t· • I ck . Officer to be from eight mo~nmg oOlne 0 c ~ 
~ngthe evening In any Returmng Officer shall give 
In • .' (iv) of paragraph (b) of 
nObtlcet:;t9 IS loe"ti(m of the polling station or 
su sec Ion . . 
stations to condition shall apply. 

he."t)tmg at an election shall be conducted in the follow- ~a:~r~g. 
ing mann"J.L 

Every elector desiring to record his vote. shall p:esent 
himself to a Polling Assistant at the pol~ng stat~on at 
which he is entitled to vote, and the PoUlDg ASSistant, 
after satisfying himself-

(i) that the name of such elector appears in the copy 
of the Register of Electors, or part thereof, pro
vided for that polling station; and 

(ii) that he has not alrea~)' voted; . 
rx... shall detiverto him as.16a.ny ballot papers ~s there 
V"'C are vacancies in the electoral area concerned: 

Provided that the Presiding Officer may, before 
any ballot paper is delive:ed to ,the elector, 
require the elector to sub~t to bemg search.ed 
in private by a person apPointed by th.e Presld· 
ing Officer for the purpose of ensunng that 
nO ballot paper relating to the election is 
already in his possession, and if the elector 
in such case does not submit to a search he shall 

be to receive a ballot paper or to 
V~'~~~: nrw;".~ that no female elector shall 
h a female. 

(b) Immediately Polling Assistant delivers a 
ballot paper o,:balllo,t..I>d'p<:(s to an elector-

(i) he shall call out the ele.,ctl>(s 
and his name and address 
of Electors; 

(ii) he shall examine the elector's left 
of the ink (if any) referred to in ~~~~Il.~~~! 
-and if he is satisfied that there are 
shall not deliver any ballot paper to 
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(iii) he s~alJ mark the .ballot paper or papers with any 
OffiCHlI mark whIch may be prescribed by the 
Electoral Commission; 

(iv) the number of tile elector in the copy of the Regis
ter of Electors shall be marked on the counter
foil of the ballot paper or ballot papers; 

(v) a mark shall be placed against the number of the 
elector in the copy of the Register of Electors to 
denote that a ballot paper or ballot papers have 

delivered, but without stating or showing 
'"'''F'nnllCG number of the ballot paper or ballot 

have been delivered. 

Pollll,g,A""Sta~1 may, and, if required by a candidate 
or put to any persons applying for 
a ballot at the time of ~is application, 
but not questions, or any of 
them-

(i) .. Are you the person name is on the 
Register of Electors as (re'QdiIl2 lite enlry in the 

Register)?" . 

(ii) .. Have you already voted at 
at this or any other polling su,'ic)n.? 

(d) No person who is required by the 
answer these questions, or either 
provided with a ballot paper or allowed to 
he has answered the same to the satisfactio·nv",v"". 
Presiding Officer. 

(e) An elector, if the Electoral Commission 
immediately before receiving a ballot paper >:~~!!o~_G~D~ 
!l1it to having his left thumb or a finger of ,. 
marked with indelible ink. 

(f) The e1eclor shall then go alone to lhe 
shall secretly cast his vote 
in ~e box of any candidate fOI,'whon}Itle 

Provided that where a9~,ore,Va"'lDc'ies than 
one to be filled at any a ward and any 
elector does not wish to his votes he shall 
place the ballot paper with which 
he does not wish to the additional 
box provided for marked .. UN-
USED BALLOT 

(g) An elector wt,o/has accidentally dealt with a ballot 
paper in su.ch,,rtl""'leC that it cannot conveniently be 
used as a paper may, on delivering such ballot 
paper, ana..o,ny other ballot paper issued to him bearing 
l1th:;e,;!~v.;:~er~:' number to the Presiding Officer and after 
s. the Presiding Officer that the ballot paper 

spoiled by accident, obtain another ballot 
or other ballot papers in the place of the ballot 
or ballot papers so delivered up, and the spoiled 

'-"'""lint paper or ballot papers and any other ballot paper 

.\ 

No. 14 Electoral Provisions 

beanng the same number shall 
;;<:.jjccl:cd by tlie Presiding Officer 
., CANCELLED" across the face 

1962 

the Presiding Officer shall preserve a~~::~~", ~;~,~,~fl~~ 
ballot papers and shall deliver them 1 
Officer as hereinafter mentioned. 

(It) (i) An elector shall not ptace>o[ 
writing or mark by 

subparagraph (') a 
caused by merely i1ftnd1ling 

pape:~hall not be regarded as a 
identificatlpfi· 

reason of blindness, or 
to cast his vote or votes 

the Presiding Officer or the 
aside and inform him, 
hearing, of the name 

'!he_,,,,ncjidate or candidat§...,(or whom he 
Presiding Officer b~'AsSktant R<","",ln.·Afi'cp, 

record that elector"-s~Obte or-llOtei by P""""_ 
el,ctor's ballot paper or ballot papers in the 
o~\ boxes of suc9/ candidate or 'c_andidates 
plac~ any ballot paper with which the 
not wish to recdrd a vote in an additional box'P'ro'vided 
for thah purpose and marked " 

A'-< • h· PAPERS."'Y 
·I'\..,I w...:.. 'U) If, on the day of voting an elector wi ill II, b':.erlgf~e.d 
M' official duties in connection with th .. e,erl,,"" 
~ Returning Officer is satisfied, will ,... 

from recording his vote, such R~'l~,rnin' 
on application by such elector. made not 
days before the day or days appointed 
polling station at which the elector is 
provide such elector with a certificate 
in a form approved by the Electoral CO'ffilnis.j;o,n 

';~~~'i~~e the Presiding Officer of the 
the elector is entitled to vote to 

vote ~~~~;~;S~~UCh elector. The elector 
in the in the certificate 
or names o~~~:~cj~~~~e 'or candidates for 
wishes to r or votes and the: ~,~~~~~~,i~, 
Officer shall the certificate in the p 
the elector to be transmitted 
siding Officer record the 
as the case may be. Officer 
of voting, shall the W·Morl;n,o 
which he has an aulhc>ril:v 
provisions of this nara.,;'inh. 
directions contaLin"d autllOrlto;. 

(k) A civil servant or an employee of a Other 
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or commercial finn or mining company or mission displaced . 
or a member of the Sierra Leone Police or the Royal-~t$fto~. I ,. _" 
Sierra Leone Military Forces if transferred by his '~~-v. 
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7mployer or su~rior officer to a place of employment 
In ~nother constituency. between the time of his regis
trauon under the provIsions of the Franchise and Elec
toral Registr~tion Act, 1961, and the time of the next 
gener~1 electIOn for members of the House of Repre-
sentatIVes ane h registration may, not less than 
sev~n day:.f.::. ,are a U is appointed to be taken at the 
staucD. ~t which he I entitled to vote, apply to the 
Ret~rn)'.lg ~fficer, wb if he is satisfied that tbat 
apph?ttIOP IS well found and supported by the written 
con,..fjrmatIon of the emp yec or superior officer that 
th,e employ~e was so tr, sferred! shaH provide the 
ejector, m~kmg suc~ ap~hc tIon with the certificate of 
authonzatlon described m e paragraph (j)' and the 

/elect~r and the Returning cer shall then ~ct as set 

/

. out m that paragraph and e appropriate Presiding "':rr ~ Officer shall record that electo 's vote. 

Numbering 
of ballot 
papers. ( s.,,,,,,, .,..,... 

~:! Every ballot paper shall have a umber printed thereon 
an~ :m;z.1I be attached to a counterfoil be 'ng the same number 
~s IS pnnted on the ballot p~e'L'it The ballo ers shall be numbered 
In sU,ch a manner that ... when_any, elector.... eives more than one 
ballqt paper at an electIon where more vaca ies than one are to 

'-tlu 

Admission 
of persons 
10 polling 
stations. 

be ~iIIed, at.l the ballot papers delivered to him haH have the same 
number pnnted upon them, but so that no e tor shall receive 
b:¥lot papers beanng the same numbers as any allot papers deJi-' 
"ered. to any other elector in that electoral area, 

I .28. (1) No person shall be permitted to vote at any poIling 
statIon other than the o~t: allocated to him under th provisions of 
paragraph (a) of subsectIOn (2) of section 22. 

(2) The ~resid.in~ Officer shall regulate the a mission of 
electors to t~e polling ~tatIon, and shall exclude all otli r persons 
except candIdates, polling agents, Polling Assistants nstables 
on duty, aI.1d any other person who in his opinion has I~wf reason 
to be adnutted. 

. (3) It shall be the duty of electors present in the p lin; 
I stabon, to complY,with any directions of the Presiding Officer or 

I ~egulating the ca~ung of votes and generally to conduct themselv 
m an orderly manner. 

bffi~:Dfo ,29. The Presiding O~cer, who may be accompanied by one 
inspect I pollmg agent of each cfindldate. shall inspect the baUot boxes at 
bal.lot bC?xas !east once, each hour,dun~g the hours of voting, and at more frequent 
at Intervals. mtervals if he conSIders It necessary Upon such' , 

~ 
ball t a &'. d .' InspectIOn any 

o p pers Joun upon or In contact with a ballot box shall b 
placed III that box by the Presiding Officer and any other ball t e 
found near a ballot box shall be treated as spoilt papers: 0 papers 

f!hi Pr~vided that failure to comply with any of the provisions 
o s section shall not render any election invalid. 

Personafion. '_ 30. (I) If at the time a person applies for a ballot. a er 
_ll~Lpapc!" or after he has so applied and before he hts Feft 
the polhng-stauon, a polbng agent declares to the Presidin Offi 
th~t he has reasonable cause t~ believe that the applicant ~as coce~ 
mltted the offence of personatIOn and undertakes to sUbstanti:::e 

14 .. 

J 
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• 
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the charge in a court of law or, if the Presiding Officer himself has 
reasonable cause to believe that an applicant for a ballot paper 
or. ballot ~papers has committed the offence of personation, the 
Presiding Officer may order a constable to arre~t such person and 
the order of the Presiding Officer shall be sufficien! authority for the 
constable to do so. -

(2) A person in respect of whom a polling agent makes 
a declaration in accordance with subsection (I) of this section 
or whom the Presiding Officer has reasonable cause to believe has 
committed the offence of personation shall not, b); reason thereof, 
be prevented from voting, but the Presiding Offlcer shall cause 
the words .. Protested against for personation" to e placed against -?f.. 
his name in the marK'oocopyOf-theRegfster 0 Electors or part 
thereof: 

Provided that where a person in resp t of whom such 
declaration'is made admits to the Presiding 0 cer that he is not 
the person he held himself out to be, he shall ot be permitted to 
vote if he has not already done so, and if he ha already voted, the 
Presiding Officer shall make a note of the n ber of the ballot 
paper of-baHot~papers delivered to him, and u on'the count being 
taken, such ballot paper or papers shall be in alid. 

(3) A person arrested under the prov sions of this section 
shall be deemed to be a person taken into cu ody by a constable 
for an- offence in respect of which he may b arrested without a 
warrant. 

A 71 

31. If a person representing himself to e an elector named TeDdered 
in the Register of Electors applies for a ballot paper after another ballot 
person has voted as such elector, the applica shall, upon giving papers. 
satisfactory answers to the questions set out n paragraph (c) of 
section 26, be entitled to receive a ballot pa er-or-.balIQL-papers 
as the case may be, and record his vote or vote in the same manner 
as any other elector, but every such ballot pape (hereinafter called a 
tendered ballot paper) shall be of a colour diffi ring from the other 
ballot papers. 

32. ,(I) The Presiding Officer shall keep order in the polling Condu,' 
station. 10 polling stations. 

. (2) If any person misconducts him If in a polling station , 
or falls to obey any lawful order of the Pr iding Officer, he may, f 
by order of the Presiding Officer, be re oved from the polling 
sta.ti.on by any constable, or by any 0 er person authorised in 
wntmg by the Presiding Officer in t t behalf; and the person 
s . mOl'ed shall not, without the per . sion of the Presiding Officer, 
agam er the polling station du . g the day of the election; and 
any person moved rna ' he Presiding Officer considers it 
necessary. be arrest a c arged with the commis.sion of an offence 
~n such polling station and sllalI be deemed to be a person taken 
mto custody by a constable for an Off1!1l9C;: in n;spect of which he 
may be arr~tet;1 wj~~<?tjt a warrant~ 
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. Provided that the " . . 
exercised so as to prevenfr~~ ISI~tS of this ~ection shall not be 
to yote at any polling stationYfj ector who IS otherwise entitled 
voting. " rom haVIng an opporturuty of so 

Despatch of 33 I) ballot boxes' . ( On the day appointed f. • 
etc., ,to, • fmc appointed for an election consist or tn 

election, or, where the 
~~urmng ast day ,for voting appointed d sth° a nU":J~er of days, on the 

\. 

eer. the PresIding Officer at' un er . e provISIons of section 9 
e~piration of the hours o~~n olli~g station shall, at th~ 
SICns of section 25 se the p~IF-re b~d by or under the provi-
any votes and sha as soon . mg ~ on and cease to receive 
senee of 'any po mg agents i~ ~tie~~!lcab thereaftc:. in the pre- .) . 
packets. eacX ealed with his own searce, ke up mto separate' 

Form D 
First 
Schedule. 

Countingr 
Agent~. \ 

(a each ballot box in use at th III 
and sealed e po n 'I so as to prevent the in 
tiona ballot papers; 

(b) any certificates he has received 
and (k) of section 26; under aragraphs (j) 

(c) the unused and spoilt ballot papers, pi ced together' 

(d) the tendered ballol a . ' 
to each candidate; p pers In separate pa kets reiating 

(e) the marked copies of the R . 
part th f 

egtster of Elect 
ereo ; and 

(f) the counterfoils of h 
and shall deliver the packets t ht e used ~allot papers; 

o t e Returrung Officer. 

or the 

b (2) The packets shall b ' . 
e cal!ed the Ballot Papers Accoue acco~parued by a state ent to 
pres~bed in the First Schedule nt, whi9h shall be in the F m D 
~hoWIng the number of ballot • prepared by the Presiding 0 cer 
Ing for them under the &'011 ,pahPers entrusted to him and ace I" 

11 OWIng eads- 0 -

(a) number of spoilt ballot papers; and 

(b) number of unused ball I > 0 papers; and 

(c) number of persons marked h ah' onteRe't s avmg been issued with a b II gIS er of Electors a ot paper. 

~ 34, (I) Each candidate rna ' . 
re erred to as a counting agent i'o ~JOI~t one person, hereinafter 

2 .. ,en at the counting of votes, 

I d ( ) Nonce In Writing of Ih . 
\ ~~ th~d~ess Of the counting agent ~:flf~ntn;ent, stating the name 

\

d eturrung Officer not later' h e gIven by the candidate 
I~~ ~~ th~e election ~nd before fou/ o~c~ottrt;e dhays before the last 

y or the delivery of the . c In t e afternoon of th 
may refuse to admit to the I notice; and the Returning Offi e 
~~~~: turporting to be a c~u~~en;!eg~~:~e votes are counted ac;; 
\ as not been given. m respect of whom such 

, 
c. 

-
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(3) If a counting agent dies or becomes incapable of acting 
as such. the candidate may aoooint another countin!! a2ent in his 
place, and shall inunediately give to the Returning Officer notice in 
writing of the name and address of the counting agent so appointed. 
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35. (1) The Returning Officer shall make arrangements for Counting 
counting the votes in the presence of the counting agents (if any) as of votc~. 
soon as practicable after the receipt of the ballot boxes from the polling 
station or stations within the electoral area and shall then open each 
ballot box and, taking out the ballot papers, cause them t be counted 
subject to the provisions of subsection (2) of section 30 a d of sections 
37 and 38, and the number of valid ballot papers to be ecorded, but 
so that the contents of each ballot box shall be ept separate 
from the contents of the other ballot boxes . 

(2) From the time of delivery of the seal packets by the 
Presiding Officer under the provisions of subsection I) of section 33 
until the counting of votes the Returning Officertshall keep such 
packets in safe custody. 

36. Except " ... ith the consent of the Returning Officer no person Persom who \f 
other than the Returning Officer, his assistants, the candidates may be " 

dh
"" b h'" f present at 

an t elr countmg agents may e present at t e counttng 0 votes. counting of 
votes. 

37, At any counting of votes in terms of ubsection (1) of Void ballot 
section 35 any ballot paper- papers. 

(a) which bears a number or mark or va iation inditating ~ 
that it was issued for use at a polling ation other than 

. that at which it was us~d to vote; or 

(b) which bears the same number as ano her ballot paper "-
found in the same ballot box and ich has already 
been counted; or 

(c) not bearing any official mark (if a such mark has " 
been prescribed by the Electoral Co 'ssion); or 

(d) on which anything is written or rna ed by which the -l 
voter may be identified (other th n a fingerprint) 

. except the printed number thereon 
shall not be counted. 

. 38. (1) The Returning Officer shall endors the word" Re- Rejection 
, ~ected " on any ballot paper which, under the provi . ons of section 37 of void ~ 

IS not counted. The Returning Officer shall add the words" Rc- ballot 
jectio~ objected to ," if an objection to his decisio is made by any papers. 

ountlOg agent. 

ball 
'(2) The Returning Officer shall not a ow any tendered 

paper to be counted as a vote in favour of any candidate. 

.. 39. he decision of the Returning Offic as to any question Retur~iDg 
anslOg in pect of any ballot paper shall e final and subject to ~~c~r s 
review only 0 n election petition questio . g the election. fi~~f.lon 
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40. (I) A:candidate or his counting agent may, ifpresent when 
the counting or any roe-count of the votes is completed, require the 
Returning Officer to have the votes recounted or again recounted but 
the Returning Officer .may refuse to do so if in his opinion the re
quest is unreasonable. 

(2) No ste taken on the completion of the count-
ing or any fe-coua of votes un . the candidates and counting agents 
present at the./completion ther f have been given a reasonable 
opportunity-to exercise the right Dferred by this secti.on. 

. 41. ;Where an equality of YO 5 is found to exist between any 
candidl}tes and the addition ora YO e would entitle anyone of them 
to be declared elected, the Returni Officer shall order are-count 
of tbe yotes cast. ]f there be again an equality of votes, as ascer
taiqed by such re-count, the Returni Officer shall forthwith decide 
b~(ween those candidates by lot, aDd roceed as if the candidate on 
whom the lot falls had received an a ditional vote. 

Returning ~ 42. Upon the conclusion of th counting of the votes the 
dOffi.cer·s Returning Officer shall seal up in sep rate packets (a) the counted utles at . 
conclusion and (b) the rejected and tendered ballot apers, the ballot papers for 
or counting, each candidate being kept separate from those of any other candidate, 

I 
Form E 
First J 
Schedule. 

and each packet shall be endorsed on t~outside by the Returning 
Officer with the name of the candidate for hom the votes represented 
by the ballot papers therein were cast. e shall not open the sealed 
packet containing the marked copy of th Register of Electors nor 
the sealed packets containing the counterlils of used ballot papers, 
but shall proceed, in the presence of the ounting agents, to verify 
the Ballot Paper Account given by each residing Officer by com
paring it with the number of ballot pape~counted or rejected in 
accordance with section 35 and the unused nd spoilt papers in his 
possession, and shall reseal each packet a ter examination. The 
Returning Officer shall prepare a statement s to the result of the 
verification and showing the number of ballot apers rejected, which 
shall be in the Form E prescribed in the First chedule and shall, on 
request by any counting agent, allow him to c y the statement. . 

Decla~tion 43, When the result of the election has b en ascertained, the 
or results, Ueturning Officer shall-

I (a) forthwith declare to be elected the ca didate or candi
dates, as the case may be, for whom the majority of 
votes has been cast; 

(b) forthwith publish at the place of countin the number 
of votes cast in favour of each candidate a the name 

I or names of the candidate or candidates wli rn he has 
declared to be elected; 

(c) send notification of election in writing to the sue ssful 
candidate or candidates; 

" (d) deliver personally to the Secretary of the Electora 
Commission or transmit to him by registeredj)ost the 
sealed packages containing the voting papers and all 
other documents relating to the election, including all 
forms whether used or unused; and 

T ,j 
11 
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. to the House of Repre· 
(e) (i) in the. case of a~f el~ctt~~e Electoral Commission, 

sentattves, certl y 0 I" or 
. in writing the'result of the e ectIon, 

I t" to a Local Authority, in-
(ii) in the case ~f ~n e ec ~~he Electoral Commission 

form the MlOlster an . 
. ·t· of the result of the electIOn, III wn 109 : 

. . ecei t of the results publication 
..... (1) The Electoral Co~sslO.n, 0~3 rshalf forthwith cause or results. 

, . cordance With sectton "t ther 
of an electIon 10 .ac Gazette the result of the el~ctlOn, oge 
to be published m the ded for each candidate . 
with the number of votes recor I . 

, EI toral Commission shall retam 
(2) The Secretary of the ~ oli1er documents transmitted 

in safe custody the voting pap~rs a~fficer for a pe~iod of six months, 
to him under seal by th7 Retur.llld'te shall destroy ~uch of them a~ ~re 
on the expiration of whIch p~no, t iat of any election petition 
not required for the investtgatlon or, r f 

or offence. h ' d by the Presiding power or 
' . t t may be aut onse . II' 45 A Polhng Assis an 'd' Officer is reqUired or Po .tng 

. t which the Presl mg, h h ASSIstants. Officer to do any ac, - b this Act, except t at e may 
authorised to do at a polhng s~a~f~n~ person, or the exclusion or 
not order the arrest orfse~~he polling station., 
removal of any person ro 

. t or thing which his agent Candidate 
46. A candidate ~ay do any. a~ to do 'and may assist his hrsh.Po~~~I. 

'WOUld have been authonsed or reqUl;~. g , lOIS a 
agent in the doing of any such act or m. , 

hin is required or authoflsed Non-
47. Where in this Act any act ordtdares or 'polting or counting attendad~ce 

. h esence of the can Itt or can I-to be done m t e pr f candidate o~ agent or agen s a date or 
agents, the non-attenda,:ce ~ ~ anihe purPose sh,hll not, if the act or agents not to 
the time and place appomte .or rdate the act,br thing done. invalidate. 
thing is otherwise duly done, IOva I ~ 

A 'stant Returning Officers, Remunera-t-: 48, The Returning, O~~~i~tant~S~hall ceive such reas~)Oable ~~~ur~~ng , 
Presiding Officers and polhnp the Mini er shall authonse, on Officer etc. 
remuneration for _ theirfStehrvl~~!c:~ral Com ssion. ' 
the recommendatIon 0 e 

. re b the Returning Officer Expenses 
ii9 (1) All expenses properlYhmcur n?ration of the officers of t~e 

' f the election t e re I f election. in the c~nduct. 0 't where e proceedings ~esu t ro!" 
specified 10 secllon 48 and, excep. 0 er done otherwise than 10 

the act or omission of a Re:u~i~I~~ty nder this Act. any e~~ens7s 
the bona fide perforfIJ.!lnce ffi . y legal proceedings an~lOg 10 

incurred by a Returnmg.O ~e~dn der the provisions oLthls Act, 
connection with an electhlonc ~s Ida ted Revenue Fund .. 
shall be a charge upon teo . 

mination of any' Ie'gal proeeedin~s 
(2) Upo~ the. de r lection under the provisions of thIS 

arising in connection hal~nita Returning Officer is a party th~re.to, 
Act, the Supreme C s h ' eedings result from an act or omiSSion 
certify whethe~ ot sue dProc otherwise than in the bona fide per. 

nmg Officer on~. 
"""-"""-'fWoLrmWtan...lc"e"o"f! his Quty under thIS Act. 

i. 
, 1 
, I 
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PART V 

election shall, in any Ie I 
equlre to state or w om 

~~N:8ii~~oiLi~:g.7;N ~FL~~AM~NJ>NTC~~~NG 
/ MEMBERS 

Application /51 (1) Th . . . 
of this part. for Par~mount ~hi~~VI~~~b~~!~IS Part 5 all apply only to elections 

If ·(2) The provisions of Part IV hall not apply to elect,'ons 
o Par~mount Chief Members: 

Provided that sections 22 23 4 
section 26, sections 27 29 30 32 '37 j :i:alggraphs (f) and (g) of 
subsection (2) of section '49 'and sd " 50 f 41,43,44,45, 46, 47, 
mutatis mUlandis, to such el~ctions. cion 0 Part [ V shall apply. 

(3) The Register of Elect rs where referred . 
shall, for the purposes of this Part e t d to In Part IV List. ' cons rue to mean the Gazette 

(4) In the exercise of hi u t' d ,I 
iog Officer shall act as the Presi "ngncOlffions un er this p,art a Return-

R 1 
. cer at an electIon 

eurOlDg 52 () I' Office, to . • I The Returning cer shall a . h 
meet Tribal place of voting and meet each ribal A th . ppomt t. e hOUfS and 
Auth'rity appointed by him. U only at the ttme and place 
and onduct I 
polH g, (2) Upon so meet' T 'b I A Officer shall- I a fl authority t c Returning 

(a) ma~k num?ers s rially against the names 0 the members r: ~nhl~;;;h~ayl uthoryty hwho are present in the order 
a pear In t e Gazelle List· 

(b) f:ad the list 0 candidates remaining n'o linated and 
display the sy ols allocated to such can idates' 

(e) show the baUo boxes to the electo . h ' 
pfovided in se tion 24; rs III t e manner 

(d) call the name f each elector in the G 1/ L' 
Clause a :olling ssistant to issue a ball:t ape er ~~ e~ncdh 
e ector m turn, 

," 

:; 
,I 
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The elector shall then go alone to the ballot boxes and 
sh I secretly cast his vote by placing the ballot paper issued to him 
in th ballot box of the candidate for whom he wishes to vote. 
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5 The Re,turning ~fficer at a pol~ing station shall, ~t the con- Counting of 
elusion f the time appomted for votlOg under subsection (I) of votes. 
section 5_ close the polling station and cease to receive any votes and 
shall as so n as is practicable thereafter proceed to open each ballot 
box, take 0 t the ballot papers and count the same subject to the 
provisions 0 ubsection (2) of section 30 and section 37 and sub-
section (I) of s tion 38, and record the number of valid ballot papers, 
but so that the ontents of each ballot box shall be kept separate 
from the contents of the other 'ballot boxes. 

54. Except wi the consent of the Returning Officer, no person persons who 
other than the Retur ing Officer, his assistants, the candidates and may be 

h
' II' , b h' f present at t clr po mg agents ma~ De present at t e countmg 0 votes. counting of 

\ votes. 

55. Upon the concI sion of the counting the Returning Officer Returning 
shall- Officer's duties at 

conclusion 
of voting. 

(a) prepare a statemen to be called the Ballot Papcrs 
Acco~nt, which shall c in the Form D prescribed in Form D 
the First Schedule; First Sche· 

~b) I ' du\o, .. ...-- (0 sea up III separate packe (a) the counted and.(b) the 
rejected ballot papers, the 0 lIot papers for each candi
date being kept separate from hose of any other candi
date; 

(c) endorse on the outside of each p ket the name of the 
candidate for whom the votes repr ented by the ballot· 
papers therein were cast; 

(d) seal in separate packets the marked cop of the Ga:ette 
List, the counterfoils of used ballot pa rs, and any 
unused ballot papers; 

(e) prepare a statement to be called the verifica' n of 
Ballot Papers, which shall be in the Form E prescn d F 

___ -------ti8tHt-he-Fir~t.sehedule.nl1:tshatt,-on-reqnrn by any calldi- F~~~ £ 
date or his polling agent, allow him to copy the statement. Schedule. 

56. Except where legal proceedings result from the act or Expemes of 
omission of a Returning Officer done otherwise than in the bonafide the election. 
performance of his duty under this Act, any expenses incurred by a 
Returning Officer in any legal proceedings arising in connection with 
an election held under the provisions of this Act shall be a charge upon 
the Consolidated Revenue Fund. ' 

PART VI-ELECTION PETITION AND CIVIL PROCEEDINGS 
57. (1) All questions which may arise as to' the right of any Questions as 

person to be or remain an elected Member of the House of Represen- to elected 
tatives shall be referred to and detennined by a Judge of th'! Supreme ~embers to 
Court on a petition presented by the Attorney-General or by an ~i~:Jeb; 
elector and in accordance with the procedure prescribed by sections Supreme 
61 and 62 for the trial of an election petition. Court. 
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____ ~~~=_~~~~~~E~k:C~to~r~w~.p~r~O~V~in~o~ns~------------~1~9~6:2 

Election 
valid unless 
questioned 
within 
fifteen days 
of publica
tion of 
result. 

Presentation 
of election 
petition, 

Security . 
for costs, 

of any pe~~~~~~e::m~~ i~~ion to be decided concerns the right 

k~~;:r~rtl Cshall c.er!ify its deci:ob:ino~~~~n~~~S~h~f S~:~~~~e~~~i~~! 
OffiffilSSlon and where the Co t h d . 

pe~son is not entitled to remain a Member ~~ thea~ eClde1 ~hat any 
ta~~es such perso~ ,shall thereupon cease to b~u~~~h ~pre:n
!~~I~ to the prOVlSlons of sections 66 and 67 in -the event:r a~ 

~fte/~he ~~b~~~;rO~e~~~~:~~~\:e~h~~e~~el~i~~eW~hinfiftee~ days 
eemed to have been to all intents a good and valid ele~~i;~~ 5 all be 

(2) No election petition founded 0 t . 
offence. under Part VII shall be brought In ac ~ amountmg to an 
between t~e last day appointed for th~n d~~~v~r Dse acts o~cur:ed 
papers notified under section 8 and the time of th Yd of nOm!natlOn 
result of the election is declared under the pro ,~ ay aft wh!ch the VISIons 0 sectIOn 43 

elect~:~ o~~ ~e~e~~t:on complaining of an undue return or undu~ 
Authority, hereinafter ~~~~~ ~~~~~~i~~epr~s~ntatives o~ o~ a Local 
days from the date of the publication of f~!l~~n, may WIthin ~fte~n 
the Gazette be present~d to a Judge of the Su re ult ~f the electIOn In 
or more of the following persons, that is to ;ay me ourt by anyone 

(a) som~ person ~ho voted or had a right to vote at the 
election to whIch the petition relates' or 

(b) some person who claims to have had a ' ' 
returned or elected at such election; or fight to be 

(c) some person who alleges himself to have been a d· 
date at such eJection. can 1-

(2) Any person presenting such electi . , 
forthwith deliver a copy of the same to the ElectoonralPCehlIon. s!wll OIDInISSlon. 

~~~~~hea;L£~ t~;~[T:rr;~~~~~:~~e~~~!r~:~%!~~~fr~eo~~~~~~ 
~~freorPtayable by hlm

d 
to any witnesses summoned on ~r; b~-

o any respon ent. -
(2) The security shall be of such ( . 

three hundred pound~), and shall be given ~:~~~~ not exceeding 
Court may order and In the event of an f: 'I manner as the 
order, no proceedings shall be heard ~n a;h~r~~~~~~Ply with such 

Trial of 
election 
petition. 

t 61. (1) Every election petition shall be tried by a lud f h 
Supreme Court In open Court. ge 0 t e 

(2) During such trial the Court may order-
(a) the inspection and production of any rejected ballot 

papers; or 

(b) the opening of any sealed packet of counterfoils f 
used ballot papers; or 0 

(c)~the inspection of any counted ballot papers: .~ 
PrOVIded that in making and c . . ~ 

care shall be taken that the way in whk~~~: ~~tto e ect the ?rder, 
electo: has been given shall not be disclosed until ei~~ an? partIcular 
i~a~ehl~D~~r~~as given and the vote has been declare~Sbye~~eP~~:~~ 
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(3) At the conclusion of the trial,.the Court shall determine 
whether the person whose return or election is complained of was 

"- duly returned or el:cte~, or wheth~r th~ election ,was void, an~ shall 
certify such deternunatlOn as prOVIded ID subsectIOn (2) of section 57 
where the question decided concerns an election to the House of 
Representatives, or. where such question concerns an election to a 
Local Authority, the Court shall certify its determination to the 
Minister and the Electoral Commission, 

A 79 

62, (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act and without pre- Procedure 
judice to any power to make Rules under the Courts Act, the Chief at t~ial of 
Justice may from time to time make, amend or, revoke Rules for ele~t!on 

. regulating the practice and procedure to be observed on. election t~~tI7n, 
petitions, and subject to such Rules. the procedure at the trial of an ,. 
election petition sh"tl as near as circumstances will admit, be the 
same, and the Court shall have the same powers, jurisdiction, and 
authority as jf it were trying a civil action; and witnesses shall be 
subprened and sworn in the same manner, as near as circum-
stances will admit, as in the trial of a civil action in the Supreme 
Court, and shall be subject to the same penalties for perjury. 

(2) Until other provision is made under this section, the 
House of Representatives Election Petition Rules, as in force im
mediately before this Act came into force, shall, with any necessary 
modifications and adaptations, be deemed to have been made under 
this section and may be amended or revoked by Rules made under 
subsection (1) of this section, 

63. Election petitions and proceedings in the Supreme Court Proceedings 
taken under the provisions of section 57 shall, in respect of the right to, h~ve 
to priority of hearing by the Court, enjoy (save as provided in section ~flO~ltY of 
220 of the Customs Act) precedence over all other civil proceedings C~~12~1 
other than those which are part heard. . . 

64. No election shall be invalid by reason of a non-complian~e Non-com
with this Act (or any Regulations made under this Act) if it appears pl,iance 
to the Court that the election was conducted in accordance with the With Act. 
principles laid down herein (or in any such Regulations) or that 
such non-compliance did not affect the resu1t of the election. 

65. (I) A person called as a witness in any proceedings in the Privilege, 
SupreII).e Court, under this Part, shall not be excused from answering ~rtifica.te of 
any question relating to any offence at, or connected with, such mdemmty, 
election on the grounds that the answer thereto may incriminate or 
tend to incriminate himself, or on the grounds of privilege: 

Provided that-
(a) a witness who answers tfuly all questions which he'is 

required by the Court to answer shall be entitled to 
receive a certificate of indemnity under the hand of 
the presiding Judge stating that such witness has so 
answered, and 

(b) an answer by a person to a question before the Court 
shall not, except in the case of any criminal proceedings 
for perjury in respect of such evidence, be admissible 
in any proceedings civil or criminal in evidence against 
him. 
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. (2) When a person has re e'y d . . 
In relation to any offence disclosed b I e a ~ertJficate of J.ndemnity 
he was required to answer b y"n yanswenng any questIOn which 
legal proceedings are at anY~i~e ~~~~ghIYtofsu:bsecht~on (I), and any 
offence, the Court havin c' agamst 1m for any such • 
of the certificate, stay the pr~ce~~'I:t~n::d of the c~se ~hal1 •. on proof 5 
to the said person such costs as he h maybat Its discretIOn, award 

.f ceedings. . may ave cen put ~o in the pro-

'\- Appeal from 66 (I) An Supreme d t :. appeal shall lie to the Court of Appeal f h 
Court e ermmatlOn of the Supreme Co rt . rom t e 

. a p,:oceeding in the Supreme Cou~t ta~on a~ electlon pet~t~on. or 
sectIOn 57, at the suit of a ar en un ~r. the provIsIons of 
and the decision of the Cour~ OPA~~:~lch a petItion or proceeding, 
final to all Intents and purposes. on any such appeal shall be 

Security for 
COSts on 
appeal. 

Court of (~p~~i~i~~fia:o~i~~t:~~i~~;jsions to the con.trary .the 
unless notice of such appeal shall ha ~ app~al u~de.r thiS SectIOn 
days of the determination in question~e een given withIn twenty-one 

(3) At the time of filing th t' f 
than an appeal by the Attome G e n~ Ice 0 appeal (otherwise 
security for the payment of all ~~stner: ) the appellant shall give 
may become payable by him to an wftn~ss~rges and expense~ which 
or to any respondent The sec~rity shall s ~~oned on hiS behalf 
exceeding three hundr~d pounds) and shall bee ~v s~ch amount (not 
as the Court may order and in the event of a gt en.lD such manner, 
with such order, no proceedings shall be heard noYnCtahIlure to Icomply e appea. 

~~~~~n ~. d t 67. (I) JftheSupreme Court shall have determined that a cando 
return of a e re~urne as elected was not duly elected and that th I . 1-
notice of ;as VOfldhthen ~~at candidate's seat shall become vacant efr~ ect~~n 
appeal. Ime 0 t e deCISion of the Supreme Court and ·f· m e 

from such decision shall have been given within tw~n~ttce ~f appeal 
seat shall remain vacant for theperiod untilthe d t -?oe. ays such 

Certification, 
etc., of result 
of petitions, 

~oa~Jo~~:.ppeal be given 00 such appeal or t~;ra~;e~t:oSnh~ft t~: 
(2) (a) Where the question to be decided by the Court of 

Appe.al concerns an eiectlon to or the right to 
remam ~ member of the House of Representatives 
i~e ~eg!s.trar .of th~ .Court of Appeal shall certify 

e eClSlon m wntlDg to the Speaker and th 
Electoral Commission. e 

(b) Where the question to be decided by the Cou t f 
Appeal 70ncems an election to a Local Authorrit

O 

t~e Re~~trar .of th~ .Court of Appeal shall certly 

E
t Ie deCISion In :vr:ttmg to the Minister and the 

ectoral COIDIlllsslon. 
. (3) Where the Supreme Court has determined h 

ca~dldate was ~uly returned or elected, or that the electi~n at a 
v.old, a~d ~o notIce of appeal has been given against su h d .was 
tlon w1thi~ twenty-one days, or where on appeal ~h ~crmma
Appeal has determined that a candidate was d I' e ourt of. 
elected, or tha.t the election was void, then- U) returned or 

(0) in the case of the return or election of a Member of 
the House of Representatives the Speaker' 

(b) . '. or 
m the case of the return or election of a member f 

a Local Authority. the Minister; 0 
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shall publish by notification in the Gazelle whether the candidate 
whose return or election is questioned is duly returned or elected, 
or whether the election is void. 

(4) If the election is declared void, another election shall 
be held. . 

PART VIl-ELECf10N OFFENCES 

A 81 

68. (1) In this Part, unless the context otherwise requires, Interpre
"corrupt practice" means any of the following offences against tation. 
the provisions of this Part namely, personation, treating, undue 
influence, bribery, or aiding, abetting, counselling or procuring any 
such offences. 

(2) No prosecution shall be initiated for an offence 
created by this Part unless such offence is committed during the 
period between the day notifIed under the provisions of section 8 
for the delivery of nomination papers for an election and the time 
of the day at which the result of that election is dec1aredin accordance 
with the provision~ of section 43. 

(3) A corrupt practice shall be deemed to be committed 
by a candidate if it is committed with his knowledge-and consent. 

. 69. Wher.e on an e~ectio~ petition it is shown t~at corrupt Corrupt or 
or Illegal practlces comIDltted In reference to the election for the illegal prac- 'f.. 
purpose of promoting or procuring the election of any person tic~s may 
thereat have so extensively prevailed that they may be reasonably VfL~, 
supposed to have affected die result, his election, if he has been e ec Lon. 
elected, shall be void. 

70. Any person who at a lawful public meeting, held in con- Interference 
nection with the election of any person, acts or incites others to with .Iawful 
act in a disorderly manner for the purpose of preventing the transac- pubh.c 
tion of tbe business fOf which tbe meeting was called together shall meetmg. 
be guilty of an illegal practice and shall be liable upon conviction 
to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds or to a tenn of imprisonment 
with or without hard labour not exceeding six months or to both such 
fine and irnprisonmen t and shall be incapable, during a period of 
five years from the date of his conviction, of voting at any election. 

71. {I) Any person who prevents, obstructs or disturbs any Prcvent!on 
election by force, violence or threats shall be guilty of an offence bf flectIon 
and liable to conviction on infonnation to imprisonment with or y orce, etc. 
v6thout hard labour for a period not exceeding two years. 

(2) Any attempt to commit an offence specified in this 
section shall be punishable in the manner in which tbe offence is 
punishable. 

72. Every person. who, directly or indirectly, by himself or Undue in
by any other person on his behalf, makes use of or threatens to make fiuence, 
use of any force, violence or restraint, or inflicts or threatens to 
inflict, by himself or any other person, any temporal or spiritual 
injury, damage, harm or loss upon or against any person in order to 
induce or compel such person to vote or refrain from voting, or on 
account of such person having voted or refrained from voting at any 
election held under this Act, or who by abduction, duress or any 
fraudulent device or contrivance impedes or prevents the free exercise 
of the franchise by any elector or thereby compels, induces or 
prevails upon any elector, either to give or refrain from giving his 
vote at any such election, shall be guilty of the offence of undue 
influence and shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not 
exceeding twenty-five pounds. 
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in respect 
of nomina
tion papers, 
ballot 

73, (I) Every person who-

(a) ~~~~~y~ra~ray udule.ntl~ defaces or fraudulently 
DOnunatIOn paper or d I' 

any person or auth . • e Ivers to onty to whom nom - t" papt!rs. etc. 

Improper 
practices by 

"'~ election 
~staff. 

Penalty for 
false 
answer. 

~apcrs arc required by this Act R
IDa 

IOn 
lions made hereunder to be' °drl~ny d

egu1a
-no' . • e lvere any 

IruDaUOD paper~ knowing th ' 
forged; or e same to he 

(h) signs a o'omination paper ~ cand'd . 
than one constituency; or I ate m more 

(e) forges or counterfeits or fraudulently d t: 
fraudulently destroys any ballot e aces or 
official mark on any ballot pa . paper or any 

(
I) , per, or 

, WIthout due authority r 
paper to any person; 0; supp ICS any ballot 

(e) fraudulently puts into any ballot b 
other than a ballot paper which h ~x any p~per 
by law to put in; or e IS authorIsed 

(J) without the authotity of the P 'd' 
brings into or takes out f res! ,mg Officer 
place of voting or place ~f a~y ,?ollmg station, 
paper; or e eClIon, any ballot 

(g) without due authority destro 
or otherwise interferes' witb a~;' ~~~~s, ~pens, 
packet of baUot paper.!. then in use f tLh ox or 
poses of the election; or or e pur· 

(h) unlawfully votes for more candidates th 
~:~f3:~s; more than one vote in favour a~ ~~; 

shall be guilty of an offence and shall b r ti~n to a fine not exceeding ~ne hundred
e 

!able on su~mar:r con vic· 
With or without hard labour for a term po~nds~ or t,o ID1pnsonment 
to both such fine and imprisonment. no ex ... eedmg one year or 

(2) Any atremp' to commit II: 
section shall be punishable in th an 0 :nce specified in this 
itself is punishable. ' e manner III which the offence 

, . P) In any pro~ecution for an ffi • . 
~ommatIon papers, ballot boxes, ballot 0 ence ill rel<l;tion to the 
mstruments and other things . papers, counterfolls, marking 
• 1D use at an I t' ~ such papers, boxes, instruments and thin e ec lOn, the property 
III the Returoing Officer at such election. gs may b~ stated to be 

74. Any person, having an official dut 
A?t, or any Regulations made hereunder w y to. perform under this 
~atls to,perform such duty, or who fails t~ ho Filfully or negligently 
ImpartJ31 manner or who makes us f per orm such duty in an 
official duties or position to' inftue~c~ t~~a~~emJ?ts to ?lake use of his 
vo~e~, s.hal! be guilty of an offence and sh \I~~ lnrwhlch any person 
conviction toa fine not exceeding on h d 8 e 13ble on summary 
ment with or without hard lab e ~ un red pounds or to imprison
year or).o both such fine and I'm o~r or a term not exceeding one . pnsonment. ' 

75, Evcry person who make r. ' 
qucstions prescribed in para ra h s a alse. answer to any of the 
false or not believing it to be ~ru~ s~~ll ~f se~tllOn f26, knowing it to be 

, egUl tyo an offence and shall 
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be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding one hundred 
pounds or to imprisonment with or without hard labour for a term 
not exceeding one year or to bot.h ~uch fine and imprisonment. 

76. (I) Every officer, Polling Assistant, and polling agent shall Inf~ingeroent 
maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of the voting in an of secrecy, 
election and shall not communicate, except for some purpose author-
ised by,law, before the election is closed, to anypersonanyinformation 
as to the name or number on a Register of Electors or a Gazelle 
List of any elector who has or has not applied for a ballot paper or 
voted, or as to any official mark. 

(2) No such officer, Polling Assistant or polling agent, and 
no person whatsoever shall interfere with or attempt to interfere with 
an elector when casting his vote, or otherwise attempt to obtain 
information as to the candidate for whom any elector is about to 
vote or has voted, or communicate at any. time to any person 
information obtained during any election as to the candidate for 
whom any elector is about to vote or has voted or as to the number 
on the ballot paper given to any elector: 

Provided always that the provisions of this subsection shall 
not extend or be construed to extend to any procedure prescribed 
by this Act for recording the vote or votes of any elector who is 
incapacitateci by blindness or other physical cause from casting his 
vote himself. \ 

(3) Every officer, polling Assistant, candidate or polling 
agent in attendance at the counting of the votes shall maintain and 
aid in maintaining the secrecy ofthevoting,and shall not communicate 
any information obtained at such counting as to the candidate for 
whom any vote is given by any particular ballot paper. 

(4) Every person who acts in contravention of the provisions 
of this section shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on 
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds or to im· 
prisonment with or without hard labour fora term not exceeding six 
months or to both such fine and imprisonment. 

77. Any person who, being,an officer charged with the count- FalSification 
ing of votes or the making of a return at any election, wilfully falsifies or return or 
the count of such votes or makes a false return shall be guilty of an e echon. 
offence and liable on conviction to imprisonment with or without 
hard la.bour for a period not exceeding five years. 

78. Any person who at an election held under this Act Persona· 
knowingly votes or attempts to vote or applies for a ballot paper tion, 
in the name of some other person, whether that name be that of a 
person living or dead or of a fictitious person, or who, having voted 
once at any such election votes or attempts to vote at the same 
election in his own name shall be guilty of the offence of personation, 
and every person so guilty shall be liable on summary conviction to 
imprisonment with or without hard labour for a period not exceed· 
ing six months. ' 

79. (I) Any person who corruptly by himself or by any other Treating. 
person,'between the _ date' of publication of the- notice.,in the Gazette 
appointing a day or days for the holding of an election and the time 
of the day at which the result of that election is declared, directly or 
indirectly. gives or provides, or pays wholly or in part the expense 
of providing any food, drink, entertainment, or provision to or for 
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any person, for the purpose of corruptly influencing that person, or 
any other person to vote or refrain from voting at such election, or 
on account of such person or any other person having voted or 
refrained from voting, or being about to vote or refrain from Yoting, 
~t such election, shall be ~u!lty of the offence of treating and shall be 
hable on summary convIctIOn to a fine pot exceeding twenty-five 
pounds. . 

(2) Every elector wh9 cor~uptly accepts or takes any such 
food, drink, entertainment, or provision, shall also be guilty of the 
offence of treating, and shall be liable on summary conviction to 
the penalty in this section specified. 

(3)" The following shall not constitute the offence of 
treating-. 

(a) the provision of a reasonable quantity of food or drink 
in accordance with any custom existing in Sierra Leone; 

(b) the provision of a reasonable quantity of food or drink 
during any celebrations or festIvities on the day of the 
election. 

80. (I) .The following per~ons shall be deemed guilty of the 
offence of bnbery and shall be hable on summary conviction to a 
fine not exceeding twenty-five pounds-

(a) every person who, directly or indirectly by himself 
or by any other person on his behalf, gives, lends, agrees 
to give or lend, offers, promises, or promises to procure 
or to endeavour to procure, any money or valuable 
consideration to or for an elector, or to or for any 
person on behalf of any elector, or to or for any other 
person,m order to induce any elector to vote or refrain 
from voting or corruptly does any such act as afore
said on account of such elector having voted or 
refrained from voting at any election under this Act; 

(b) every person, who directly or indirectly, by himself 
or by any .other person on his behalf, gives, procures, 
agrees to gIve or procure, offers, promises, or promises 
to procure orto endeavour to procure, any office, place 
or employment, to or for any elector, or to or for any 
person on behalf of any elector, or to or for any other 
person, inorderto indllcesuch elector to vote or refrain 
from voting, or corruptly does any such act as afore
said on account of any elector having voted or 
refrained from voting at any election under this Act; 

(c) every person who, directly or indirectly, by himself or 
by any other person on his behalf, makes any such gift 
loan, offer, promise, procurement or agreement as afore~ 
said to or for any person in order to induce such person 
to procure or endeavour to procure the return of any 
person as a Member of the House of Representatives 
or of a Local Authority or the vote of any elector 
at any election under this Act; 
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(d) every person who, upo.n or in consequence of any such 
gift, loan. offer, promIse,. p'rocurement o,r agreement. 
procures or engages, promIses or endeavours to pro
cure, the return of any person as a Member of !he 
House of Representatives or of <!- Local Aut~onty, 
or the vote of any elector at any election under thIS Act; 

(e) every person who advances or pays or causes to be p~id 
any money to or for the use of any other person, wIth 
the intent that such money or part thereof shall be 
expended 'in bribery at any election unde~ this Act; or 
who shall knowingly pay or cause to be paId any money 
to any person in discharge or r~paYn:'ent of any money 
wholly or in part expended m bnbery at any such 
election: 

Provided always that the provisiom of this ~ection shall 
not extend or be construed to extend to any money paId 0: agreed 
to be paid for or on accouf!-t of any I.awful ~xpenses bonaf!de mcurred 
at or concerning any electIOn, and m particular to the hire o~ trans
port by or on behal~ of a candidate t? tak~ electors to a polh~g s,ta; 
tion the remuneratIOn of any candIdate s agent or the tnn ellm.:
exp~nses of a candidate or his agent, 

(2) The following persons ~hall also be deemed ¥u~lty 
of the offence of bribery and shall be hable on summary conVIctIOn 
to the penalty specified in subsection (1)-

(a) every elector who befor~ or during a~y election under 
this Act, directly or indirectly, by himself or by any 
other person on his bel~alf, receIves, agrees or. con
tracts for any money, SIft, loan, valuab~e conSIdera
tion, office, place or employment. for ,himself or for 
any' other person, for voting or agre.emg to vote, or 
for refraining or agreeing to rcfeam from yotmg 
at any such election; 

(b) every person who~ after any election under this Act 
directly or indirectly, by himself or b)-: any other perwn 
on his behalf, receives any money, gIft, loan, val.uable 
consideration, office, place or employment for himself 
or for any other person, on account .of any per~on 
having voted or refrained from vetmg or. haymg. 
induced any' other person to vote or refram from 
voting ~t any such election, 
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81. Every person who is ~0!lvicted of p;rsonation,. tr.eating, Di~qualifi
undue influence or bribery, or aldmg, counselhn~ or p~o.cunng the cation fo,r 
commission of the offence of personation, sh,all m ~ddltiOn to any personatIon, 
other punishment, bc incapable during a peflod of five years from etc, 
the date of his conviction-

(a) of being re~i?~~!~c;:I as ?~ ~1~9tor or voting at any 
election; 

" 

I, 'I' 

I, 



Penalty for 
certain 
illegal 
practices. 
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(b) of .being elected a Member of the House of Represen
t~tIves 0: o.f any Local, Authority, or, ifelected before 
his convIctIOn, of retaining his seat as a Member of 
t~e House of Representatives or any Local Autho
nty. 

82. Every person who- ~ 

(a) votes or ,induces or procures any p~rson to vote at 
any ele_cuan under thi5. Act knowing that he or such 
other person is prohibited by this Act or by any other 
law from voting at such election; 

(b) befo~e or during an election under this Act knowinglr 
puhh,shes a false stat7ment of the withdrawal of a 
candIdate ~t such e1eCh?ll for the purpose of promoting 
or procunng the electJOn of another candidate; 

shall. b: guilty of an illegal practice and shaH be liable, on summary 
con.vIction, t? a .fine not exceeding fifty pounds and be incapable 
dU.rIng a .penod of five years fro~ the date of his conviction, of 
bemg registered as an elector or votmg at any election. 

Use of fetish, 83. Every person who-
etc. 

(a) (i) swears or administers any oath otherwise than 
for the purpose of any leg"~ 1 proceedings 
whether or not such oath is recognised as lawfui 
by the customary laws; or 

Oi) administers, invokes or makes any other Use 
of any fetish; or 

(iii) makes any other invocation; or 

(iv) purports to cast any spell; 

8I!d relates. any such act to or connect~ .. ny such act 
wIth the vO~Jng or refraining ~rom voting b., any person 
at any electIOn held under this Act; or 

tb) on the day or days of ~oting be~ts a drum or employs 
any ?ther means of calling attentIOn or of promulgating 
pu~lJc messages normally used by the Paramount 
Chief or .the Tribal Authority for public pumoses, 
acco~parucd by any statement or announcement 
relatmg t.o or connected with the voting or refraining 
fr?m votmg by any person at any election held under 
this Act, othc: than an announcement or Hatcrnent 
of the dare, time, and place at wWch the voting is 
to take place; or . 

(c) threatens any act referred to in pamgraph (0); 

s~all be guilty of an off:llce and shall be liable on summary convic
tH;lD to a ~e not exceedmg one hundred pounds or to imprisonment 
WIth or Without hard la.bour. for a term not exceeding one ·year, 
or ~o both such fine and Impnsonment, and sba II be incapable for a 
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period of five years from the date of conviction, of being registered 
as an elector or of voting at any election held under this Act, and of 
being elected as a Member of the House of Representatives or of 
any Local Authority, or, if elected before his convictioIl. of rc· 
taining his seat as such Member. 
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84. (1) No person other than a candidate shall within any Display 
building where voting for an electio!l is in progress or on any high- f~ ~~r~il;s 
\bvaY'hmarkbel~ pla7e

h
, ~quadr~, street, rbrfiI~ge ordotherr placctlawfull

t
y used

h 
of I?lace of ~ r 

y t e pu IC, Wit In a Istance 0 Ity yar so any en ranee osuc votmg .~ 
building, wear or display any card, symbol, favour or other emblem prohibited. 
indicating an), support for a particular candidate or political party 
and no person shall within four hundred yards of any such building: 
make any public address indicating support for a particular candidate 
or political part)': 

. Provided that the provisions of this subsection shall not apply 
to a vehicle bearing a party symbol which proceeds along a public 
highway and which does not stop within the said distance of fifty 
yards. 

(2) Any person acting in contravention of this section shall 
be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on su.mmary conviction 
to a fine not exceeding ten pounds. 

85. If a candidate for any election or a political party or agent Election 
acting on his or their behalf has convened a public meeting any where meet~ngs in 
in the Provinces for the purpose of advocating any candidate'S Pr~~m~ 
election such meeting shall not be prohibitcd or interferrcd with by ~~ohfbited 
any Paramount Chief or Tribal Authority or Local Authority or by etc.· • 
a Government Officer, unless it is likely to lead to a breach of the 
peace, or has in fact become disorderly. 

86. Before or during any election a Paramount Chief may, if so Pa~amount 
requested by any person or persons belonging to that Paramount Cjl~f ~rY 
Chief's Chiefdom, advise such person or persons on any matter ~e;~~~t~d. 
concerning that election. 

87. Any person acting in contravention to the provisions of Penalty. 
section 85 shall be liable on summar\, conviction to a fine n()t 
exceeding one hundred pounds. 

PART VIII-MISCELLANEOUS 

88. (I) The Governor-General may make Regulati!J!"Is gcneral- Regulations 
ly for giving effect to the provisions of this Act. - ~i~~ e;rti~e. 

(2) The Electoral ComlHission, if it considers it expedient 
to do so, may, by notice published in the Ga;etle, enlarge the time 
prescritcd in this Act for the giving 9f an)' fl9!i9C! 9r for the doing 
of any act or thing. --

" 
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89. (I) The sections of the Acts specified in the Second 
Schedule are hereby amended (0) to the extent specified in the last 
column of Part I of the said Schedule, and (b) as specified in Part II 
thereof. 

(2) The sections of the Acts specified in the Third Schedule 
are hereby repealed. . 

(3) The Regulation~ specified in the Fourth Schedule are 
hereby revoked. 

(4) The amendments,' repeals and revocations effected 
by this section shall not affect anything lawfully done under any of the 
enactments so amended, repealed or revoked. 

FIRST SCHEDULE (Seclioll 12 (2)(a» 
FORM A 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ELECTIONS 
ORDINARY MEMBERS 

ELECTORAL PROVISIONS ACT, 1962 

NOMINATION PAPER 

Constituency for which candidate seeks election ......................... . 
Date of election. : .................... . 

1. I, the undersigned, am the candidate to whom this nomination paper 
relates, and I hereby certify that I am willing to stand for election to the House 
~f Representatives as a Member for the .................. Constituency. 

2. I also hereby state that I am qualified, and not disqualified, for election 
to the House of Representatives in accordance with the requirements of sections 
31 and 32 of the Constitution. 

Full Name ......................................................... . 

Occupation ........................................................... . 

Address ........................................................ '.' ... . 
Date .............................. . 

Signature . ............ ' ........ . 

We, the undersigned, are the three nominators of the above candidate, and 
are electors of the constituency for which this candidate seeh election. 

Name ............................................................ . 

Occupation .......................................................... . 

Address ..................................................... '?"" •••• 

Date .............................. . 

Signature . ...............••.........• 

'" l 
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2 

............................ 
Name ................. · .. ············· .............. . 

................. Occupation ....................... . 
Address ........................................................... . 

Date ............................ . 

Signature . .......................... . 

3 

Name ............................ . . .............................. . 
Occupation ...................... " ... '" .... . " ..................... . 
Address ............. ' ............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Date ....................... : ........ . 

Signature .. ......................... . 

This nomination· paper was completed and signed in our presence 
Address .......... " ........... . 

(I) Name ........... :................. ' ....................... . 

(2) Name ............................. Address .. .-:: :: ....... .-: : . .-:.: ..... ::::::: 

Signature of Witness (I) . ........................ : ............. . 
Signature of Witness (2) .................. : ........... ' ......... '.: '. 

RECEIVED by me at. .... ' ....... ,' .' o'clock ..... ro.on the ....... " ... day 

of .................. 19..... Signed ......................... . 

Returning Officer 
...................... Constituency. 

, d the ca~didate must all sign in the presence of the 
Note-The non,unators ahn st be of full age and who must sign on the place two witnesses w 0 mu 

indicated. 

THE 

FORM B (Sectioll 12(2)(b» 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ELECTIONS 

PARAMOUNT CHIEF MEMBERS 

ELECTORAL PROVISIONS ACT, 1962 
NOMINATION PAPER 

To the Returning Officer of the ...................... :: ...... ' ... District. 
. db' embers of Tribal Authonttes of the ......... . We the undersigne elOg m . 

. . h b nominate Paramount Chief. ........... ' .............. : .. . 
DistrIct ere Y Chiefdom as a fit and proper candIdate 
·ofthe ................... 't' C~·· . i M~~ber of\he' House of Representatives. 
for election as a Paramoun Ie. 

(I) Name ......... , .............................................. . 

Address ....................... " . ............................. . 
Tribal Authority ................................... '" ............ . 

................ .. Chiefdom. ... ,', ....... , .... . 

I 

I, I 

, i 

I 
I 

I 
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(2) Name ............ '" .......................................... . 
Address ..... ' ...................... : .......................... . 

Tribal Authority ................................................ . 

........................ ' ................ Chiefdom. 

Signature or Mark. 

(3) Name ......................................................... . 
Address .................................•. ' .................. .-. 

Tribal Authority ... '" ............. ' ............................. . 

.......... : ............................. Chiefdom. 

Signature or Mark. 

I. ........................................ of. ...................... . 

being Paramount Chief of the ................................. Chiefdom of 
the ....................... District hereby certify that I am willing to stand 
for election by the Tribal Authorities of the ..................... District 
and in doing so I hereby declare that I am qualified and not disqualified for 
membership in accordance with requirements of sections 31 and 32 of the 
Constitution. 

Dale ......................... . 
Signature. , 

This nomination paper Was completed and signed in the presence of-
(I) Name .......................... of. ....................... . 

(2) Name .. ." .........•...•......... of. ........................ : 

Signatures 0['-
.................... .... 

Witlless(J) .......... '," ................. . 

IVitlless(2) .............................. . 

R . .:ccived by me at ................ o'clock .................. m. on th'~> 

.... ............. . dayof. .....................•...•. 19 ... . 

Signed ... ................•............... 
Returning Officer. ..... 

............ .. . ......... .. District. 
Note-The n?minators and the candidate must all sign in the presence of the 

two wltnessc~ ·who must be of full age and who must sign on the places 
indicated. 
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FORM C (Section 12 (2)( c)) 

LOCAL AUTHORITY ELECTIONS 

ELECTORAL PROVISIONS ACT, 1962 
NOMINATION PAPER 

A 91 

We the undersigned being electors for the .......... ···· Ward \ 
hereby. Location of 

in the ........ ········································· Ward. 
nominate .............................. of ..................... . 

~~ 'a' ~;t'~~d .~~~~~; ~~~did~~~ f~~ '~l~ction as a member for the said 

Ward. 19 
Dated the ........ day of. .......... , .. ·· .. ····, ... . 
Signed (1) ...................... of. ....................... . 

...................... 
Signed (2) ...................... of. ....................... . 

~~~ ............. ~ .... , .. ~ •.......••.......•...... 

I, .. , ...... : .: ........................ of. ................ ~ 
hereby consent to. stand for election for the ................ War . 
. '. at the election to be Location of In the. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ward. 
held on the ....... day of. ... : ... ~ ....... 19 .... and in so doing 

I hereby declare that I am qU'alified and not d~squalified on any r~~i of 
lawful grounds for membership of ............................ -:\uthority. 

Dated this ...... day of. ................... 19 ..... . 

. .... 'sig~'~t~~~ :'dj C~;,did~ie·.·· .. 
This Nomination Paper was ,completed and signed in our 

presence. . 
, (I) Name .......... · .. ···.· : ..... Address .................. . 

(2) Name ...... , .......... : ..... Address .................. . 

Signature or Mark Of Wiwess (1) ................... . 
Signature or Mark oj Witness (2) ................... : . 

Received by me at ...... o·clo~k ...... m. on the .... : . day of 

. .•.......................• 19 .... ' .. . 

'" ...... ·R~i~;~i~i!.offi~~; .. · ....... . 
Ward ......... · .......... . 

Note--The nOmlnators and the candidate must all sign in the 
~ presence of the two witnesse~ w~o must be of full age and 

who must sign on the places mdlcated. 
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FORM D (Secliolls 33 (2) alld 55(0» 
...... , " ,. , ... ,. ,., .............. ,.,........ ELECTIONS 

ELECTORAL PROVISIONS ACT, 196J 
BALLOT PAPERS ACCOUNT 

To THE RETURNING OFFICER .••••. , ••...•...•.•• , •...•..••.•... 

(i) (ti) (iii) (iv) 

Serial numbers pro- I Serial numbers' 
vided (to be completed I unused 

by the Returning 

Serial numbers I Number of per-
spoilt sons marked on 

Register or Elec
tors or Gazette 
List as being 
issued with Bal-

Officer) . i 
I 
I lot papers 

Date ............... ; . . . . . si~/;dt;(~~ '~j P;;;idi~g offic~~ i' 
Returning Officer t 

........................ Polling Station 
........................ Electoral Area 

• (State the nature of the elections here) 
,t (Delete inappropria te) 

FORM E (Secliolls 42 alld 55 (e» 
•............... ,., ..... " ..... ELECTrONS 

ELECTORAL PROVISIONS ACT, 1962 
VERIFICATION OF BALLOT PAPERS 

t ....... : .................. Constituency/District/Ward 
No. of ballot papers issued to ... ' ................ Polling Station 
Station ..................... . 

(I) No. of ballot papers cast for 
(2) No, of ballot papers cast for 
(3) No. of ballot papers cast for 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Name 

.................... ............. . 
No. of ballot papers spoilt 

Bal/o/s 
" ........... . 
. '" ......... . 
.............. 
.............. 
. ............ . 

No. of ballot papers unused ............. . 
No. of ballot papers rejected, under categories (b) and (c) 

.............. 

below . '" ......... . 
Total 

No. 14 Electoral Provisions 

REJECTED BALLOT PAPERS 

No. cast for candidate No. (1) 
No. cast for candidate No. (2) 

No. cast for candidate No. (3) 

Totals 

(a) (b) 

1962 A93 

(e) (d) 

(a) 'bearing a number not included amongst those issued to the station; 

(b) bearing the same number as another ballot paper found in the same 
candidate's box and which has already been counted; 

(c) not bearing the official mark (if any ~as b~en ~rescribe~; c~t bih an 
admitted impersonator; or bearing IdentIfication mar ot er an 
a finger print or printed number; 

(d) tendered ballot papers. 

Date ................ ·· ..... . 

* (State nature of election here) 

t (Delete inappropriate) 
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Short Title 
Cap. 65. Freetown 
Municipality Act. 

Cap. 75. Rural 
Area Act. 

Cap. 76. Sherbro 
Urban District 
Council Act. 

Cap. 79. District 
Councils Act. 

Electoral Provisions 1962 

SECOND SCHEDULE 

PART r 
(Section 89 (I)) 

Section 
28 

Extem oj Amendment 
Renumber the sect!on as'28. (1) and add the 
following new subsection- . 

.. (2) After the coming into operation of 
the Electoral Provisions Act, 1962, all 
elections of elected members of the 
Council shall be held in accordance with 
the provisions of that Act.". 

29 After H Council" in the third line insert 
", with the prior approval of the Electoral 
Commission, n. 

6, 7 and 8 Substitute" the Electoral Provisions Act, 
1962." for" this Ordinance" where those 
words occur in these sections. 

12 

24 

17 

18 

6 

9 

10 

Substitute" the Electoral Provisions Act, 
1962," for" this Ord:nance" in the third 
line of subsection (1), and at the end of 
subsection (2); and after" Council .. in the 
fifth line of subsection (I) insert" • with the 
prior approval of the Electoral Commis
sion,". 

Substitute .. the Electoral Provisions Act, 
1962." for" this Ordinance '.' at the end of 
subsection (2). 

Renumber the section as 17. (I) and add the 
following new subsection-

.. (2) After the coming into operation of' 
the Electoral Provisions Act, 1962, all 
elections of elected members of the 
Council shall be held in accordance 
with the provisions of that Act. ". 

After .. Council" in the third line insert 
", with the prior approval of the Electoral 
Commission, It. 

Substitute .. the Electoral Provisions Act, 
1962, " for" this Ordinance" in the second 

line of paragraph (b) of subsection (I). 

Substitute .. the Electoral Provisions Act, 
1962." for" this Ordinance" at the~ end of 
subsection (2). . 

(a) Substitute the following for subsection 
(\)-

No. 14 

Cap. 80. Bo Town 
Council Act. 

Cap. 295. Town
ships Act. 
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17 

, 

18 

13 

14 

" (l) Whenever a casual vacancy has 
occurred among the elected mem
bers 0 r a District Council a fresh 
clectio n to fill such vacancy shall be 
held in accordance with the provi
sions of the Electoral Provisions 
Act, 1962, on such date as the 
Minister, after consultation with 
the Electoral Commission, may by 
Order declare: 

Provided that, if the vacancy 
occurs within a period of less than 
six months before the third anni
versary of the date on which the last 
general election was held in that 
ward, the vacancy shall not be filled."; 

(b) substitute .. the Electoral Provisions 
Act, 1962." for" this Ordinance" at 
the end of subsection (2). 

Renumber the section as 17. (I) and add the 
following new subsection- . 

.. (2) After the coming into operation of 
the Electoral Provisions Act, 1962, all 
elections of elected members of the 
Council shall be held in accordance 
with the provisions, of that A~t.". 

After .. Council" in the third line insert 
", with the prior approval of the Electoral 
Commission," . 

After" Councillors" in the first line insert 
", in accordance with the provisions of the 
Electoral Provisions Act, 1962,". 

After .. Council" in the third line insert 
", with the prior approval of the Electoral 
Commission," . 

PART 11 

Insert in section 2 of each of the Acts specified -j~ the first column of Part I 
of this Schedule, in the appropriate alphabetical place, the following new 
definitioD- ' 

U U Electoral Commission" means the Commission established in accord· 
ance with subsection (1) of section 37 of the Constitution;". 

. I 

: (, 
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THIRD SCHEDULE (Section 89 (2» 
Short Tit/e Sectiolls Repealed 

30 to 47 (inclusive). Cap. 65. The Freetown Municipality Act 
Cap. 75. The Rural Area Act 25 -and 27 to 43 (inclusive). 

19 to 37 (inclusive). Cap. 76. The Sherbro Urban District Council 
Act 

Cap. 79. The District Councils Act 
Cap. 80, The Bo Town Council Act 
Cap. 295. The Townships Act 

II, 13 and 15 to 30 (inclusive). 
19 to 37 (inclusive). 
15 to 34 (inclusive), 

Vol. VI p. 37. 

Vol. VI p. 599. 
Vol. VI p. 687. 
Vol. VI p. 713. 

Vol. VI p. 764. 
Vol. VI p. 862. 
P.N. No.8 of 1962. 

FOURTH SCHEDULE (Section 89 (3» 

The House of Representatives (Elections) Regula-
tions,1957. 

The Freetown Municipality (Elections) Regulations. 
The Rural Area (Elections) Regulations. 

The Sherbro Urban District Council (Elections) 
Regulations. 

The District Councils (Elections) Regulations. 
The 80 Town Council (Elections) Regulations. 
The Townships (Elections) Regulations, 1962. 

Passed in the House of Representatives this 2nd day of April. in the 
year of our Lord one' thousand nine hundred and sixty-two. 

s. V. WRIGHT. 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 

TIHS PRINTED. IMPRESSION has been carefully compared by me with 
the Bill which has passed the House of Representatives and found by me to 
be a true and correctly printed copy of the said Bill. 

s. V. WRIGHT. 
Clerk of the House of Repre~entatives. 

M.P. E1/3 

-

Assented to in 
April. 1962, 

No. 15 

An Act 

A97 

Her Majesty's name this 12th day of 

MAURICE H. DORMAN. 
Governor-General. 

;j 

1962 . 

Sierra Leone 

for' the Imposition of Sanctions Against 
the Republic of South Africa 

Dale of 
[2611i April. /962.] commence-

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, ~y a~d 
with the advice and consent of the House of Represe~tau\'es In 
this present Parliament assembled. and by the authoTlty of the 
same as follows:-

ment. 

1. This Act may be cited as the Republic of South Africa Short title. 

, " 
' .. 
" .. 

... .: 

Act, 1962. "" " 

2. In this Act-" goods of 'South Af'rican" origin" .means Definition .. 
goods which are gro.wo. produced or manufactured In the 
Republic of South Afnca: 

" ! 


