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o Jose N. Nolledo is a bar topnotcher, a lawyer, a professor of law, a bar reviewer, a
CPA law reviewer, a composer, a law aunthor, a short-story writer, a debater, a
constitutionalist, a poet and a Catholic lay leader.

. He was born §7 years ago in Barrio Inagawan, Puerto Princesa City in Palawan.
His parents, now deceased, were from Miagao, Iloilo.

* He is married to lawyer-CPA Mercedita Villarosa Santiago of Cabanatuan City who
graduated as valedictorian in law and as valedictorian in commerce, from the Uni-
versity of the Philippines: she topped (2nd place) the Bar Examinations of 1965
and she topped (2nd place) the CPA Examinations of 1960. They have three children,
Michael Teodore (UP), Emilie Grace {Ateneo.University) and Nico Jose {La Salle-
Green Hills). o . o ‘

* He finished the law course [cum laude) and Master of Laws (major in Taxation) and
he landed third place in the 1958 Bar Examinations where the original passing per-

....centage was only.11%, topping.all. private schools, missing the first place by .3%

7 1" and second place by .15%. During his ¢ollege days, he was voted as Most Outstanding

Studentof the, Year and. heiwasigiveri.several awards for academic excellence and
student leadership. : . .

* He has written more than one hundred titles in law and some of these titles found
their way to different libraries of the world like the Harvard University Library
and the Library of Stanford University, He was cited as law authority by the Philip-
pine Supreme Court.

* He had the opportunity to write the Constitution twice: first, when he was elected
Delegate to the 1971 Constitutional Convention representing the then Lone District
of Palawan and second, when he was appointed as Member of the 1986 Constitutional
Commission. )

* In the 1971 Constitutiona] Convention, he was voted one of the Ten Most Qut-
standing Delegates; he was'Vice-Chairman of the Committee on Taxation and
Debt Management and Chairman, Sub-Committee on Protection to Labor. He refused
to sign the 1973 Constitution. He was one of the Delegates sent to jail by Marcos
upon declaration of Martial Law. )

* In the 1986 Constitutional Commission, he was Chairman of the Committee on Local
Governments and he authored several provisions now found in the New Constitu-.
tion among which are: the provision that no ‘person shall be detained solely by
reason of his political beliefs and aspirations, the provision that the Philippines is
a republican and democratic State, the provision that the State values the dignity
of every human person and guarantees full respect for human rights, the provision
that the right of the State to recover or forfeit ill-gotten wealth by public officers
shall not prescribe, the provision that the State shall endeaver to give free medical
care to paupers, the provisions on the grant of meaningful and authentic local auto-
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nomy, the provision on use of discretionary funds, the provision that in the grant 1 et ’!': oithesil )

of rights, privileges and concessions covering the national economy and patrimony, : &g{ ';"?-if P’%*-es‘i@g %

preference shall be given to Filipines, the provision against dummyism, the pro- : 5{,”_;‘,( FE by fﬁ&

vision against political dynasty and many others. &3 ‘ ‘@u‘,“‘.ﬂ‘ oHLeI: e md
* He was National President of the Holy Name Society of the Philippines; he was AN ‘;%_8*' .E.

Vice-President of the Philippine Constitution Association {PHILCONSA); he was tepia it omag v A

Member of the Board of Trustees of the College of the Holy Spirit of Manila. In ¥ e

1963, he was voted Most Outstanding Holynamer of the Year. In 1986, he was

awarded as Most Outstanding Alumnus of Far Eastern University and Most Out- SR L AL ;

standing Alumnus of Palawan High School. In 1988, he was awarded the F.E.U. W jisas ettt FLpe X e

Presidential Medal of Merit by F.E.U. President Josephine Cojuangeo Reyes. y P R T ; s‘o ‘
» He taught in San Beda College, De La Salle University, University of the East, ! AR et s ! "I‘.'SFIEF'(S'METRO MANI'LAS"-
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Far Eastern University, Assumption College, University of Santo Tomas, and
Lyceum of the Philippines. He was Executive Vice-President of the Philippine Review
Center.

+ He is now Bar Reviewer of Ateneo Law School and University of the East. .
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Republlc of the Phlllpplll&‘ )
FIRST BATASANG PAMBANSA. -
-Second Sessnon

Begun and held in’ Quezon Clty, Metropohtan Manila, on
Monday, the twenty-second day ‘of July, nineteen hundred
and eighty-five.

(Batas _Pambansa Blg. 881)
_ OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE OF THE PHILIPPINES
Be it enacted, by the Batascmg Pq,hibdnsa 'in session as’se&nbled:
Artlcle I—GENERAL PROVISIONS |

, Sect;on 1. Title—This Act sha]l be known .and cited as
the “Omnibus Election Code of the Philippines.” (New)

Sec. 2. Applicability.—This Code shall govern all elections
- of public officers and, fo the extént appropriate, all referenda
. and plebiscites. {Sec. 2 1978 E'C)

) Sec. 3. Election and cqmpazgn_pqriods.—_Unless otherwise
- fixed in special cases by the Commission on Elections, which
hereinafter ghall be referred to.as the Commission, the election
period shall commence ninety days.before the day of the elec-
tion and.shall end thirty days thereafter (Sec 6, Art. XII-C,

© Const.)’

The perlod of campalgn shall be as follows:

1. Presidential and Vlce-PreSJ.dentlal E]ectlon-—go days

2. Election of Members of the Batasang Pambansa and Lo-
cal Election—45 days; and ..

3. Barangay Election—15 days..

The campaign periods shall not mclude the day before and
the day of the election.
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2 . OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE

However, in cage of special elections under Arficle VIII,
Section 5, Subsection (2) of the Constitution, the campaign
period shall be forty-five days.* ’

Sec. 4. Obligation to register and vote.—It shall be the
obligation of every titizen qualified to vote to register and
cast his vote. {Sec. 5, 1978 EC) ‘

Sec. 5. Postponement of election-—When for any serious
cause such as violence, terrorism, loss or destruction of elec-
tion paraphernalia or records, force majeure, and other ana-
logous causes of such a nature that the holding of a free, order-
ly and honest election should become impossible in any political
subdivision, the Commission, motu proprio or upon a verified
petition by any interested party, and after due notice and
hearing, whereby all interested parties are afforded equal op-
portunity to be heard, shall postpone the election therein to
a date which should be reasonably close to the date of the elec-
tion not held, suspended or which resulted in a failure to elect
but not later than thirty days after the cessation of the cause
for such postponement or suspension of the election or failure
to elect. (Sec. 6, 1978 EC) **

Sec. 6. Failure of election—If, on account of force majeure,
violence, terrorism, fraud, or other analogous causes the elec-
tion in any polling place has not been held on the date fixed,
or had been suspended before the hour fixed by law for the
closing of the voting, or after the voting and during the pre-
paration and the transmigsion of the election returns or in the
custody or canvass thereof, such election results in a failure to
elect, and in any of such cases the“failure or suspension of

election would affect the result of the election, the Commission .

shall, on the basis of a verified petition by any interested
party.and after due notice and hearing, call for the holding
or continuation.of the election not held, suspended or which re-
_sulted in a failure to elect on a date reasonably close to the
date of the election not held, suspended or which resulted in
a failure to elect but not later than thirty days after the ces-

sation of the cause of such postponement or suspension of

the election or failure to elect. (Sec, 7, 1978 EC)**

. * Refer to Section 4 of R. A. No. 7166, infra for new provision on
election and campaign period.

** With respect to Sections 5, 6 and 7, refer to Scetion 4 of Republic
Act No. 7166, infra.

OMNILUS ELECTION CODE 3

Sec. 7. Call of speéial election.—(1) In case a vacancy arices
in the Batasang Pambansa eighteen months or more befort? a
regular election, the Commission shall call a gpecial election
to be held within sixty days after the vacancy oceurs to
elect the Member to serve the unexpired .term. {(Sec. (2),
Art. VII, Const.) - . ' .

(2) In case of the dissolution of the Batasang Pambansa,
the President shall call an election which shall not be held ear-
lier than forty-five nor later than sixty days from the date
of such dissolution. {Sec. 13(2), Art. V_HI, Const.)

The Commissionishall send sufficient copies of its resolu-
tion for the holding of the election to its provineial election su-
pervisors and election registrars for dissem_ination, who shall
post copies thereof in at least three conspicuous placesvpl:e-
ferably where public meetings are held in each c1t.\{ or munic-
ipality affected. (Sec. &, 1978 EC) =%

Sec. 8. Flection Code to be available in polling places.—A
printed copy of this Code in English or in the national I'an_guag.;e _
shall be provided and be made available by the Commission 1n
every polling place, in order that it may be readily 'co.nsulted
by any person in need thereof on the registration, revision and
election days. (Sec. 9, 1978 EC)- ‘

Sec. 9. Offici&l mail and telegram relative to elec%ions.—-—
Papers connected with the -election and required by th1§ Code
to be sent by public officers in the performance of thel.r elec-
tion duties shall be free of postage and sent by-registered
special delivéry mail. Telegrams of the same nature shallr
Jikewise be transmitted free of charge by government telecom-
munications and similar facilities.

" It shall be the duty of the Postmaster General, the Di-
rebtor of the Bureau of Telecommunications, and the man-
agers of private telecommunication compan_ies to trgns::nit im-
mediately and in preference to all other communications or
telegrams, messages reporting election results anq such other
messages or communications which the Commission may re-
quire or may be necessary to ensure free, honest and orderly
elections. {Sec. 10, 1978 EC)

+++ Refer to R. A. 6645 on the manner of fillin.g a vacancy in the
Congress of the Philippines under the 1987 Constitution.




4. OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE

Sec. 10. Elections expenses.—Except in barangay elections,
such expenses as may be necessary and reasonable in con-
nection with the elections, referenda, plebiscites and other si-
milar exercises shall be paid by the Commission. The Commis-
sion may direct that in the provinces, cities or municipalities,
the election expenses chargeable to the Commission be advanced
by the province, city or municipality concerned subject to re-

imbursement by the Commission upon presentation of the pro-
per bill. : .

Funds needed by ‘the Commission to defray the expenses
for the holding of regular and special elections, referenda and
plebiscites shall be provided in the regular appropriations of
.the Commission which, upon request, shall immediately be re-
leased to the  Commission. In caseé of deficiency, the amount
s0 provided shall be augmented from the special activities funds

_ in the general appropriations act and from those specifically
-appropriated for the purpose in special laws. {New)

Sec. 11, Failure to assume office.—The office of any offi-
cial elected who fails or refuses to take his cath of office within
six months from his proclamation shall be considered vacant,
unless said failure is for a cause or causes beyond his control. -

Sec. 12. Disqualifications.—Any person who has been de--
clared by competent authority insane or incompetent, or has
been sentenced by final judgment for subversion, insurrection,
rebellion or for any offense for which he has been sentenced
to a penalty of more than eighteen months or for a crime in-
volving moral turpitude, shall be disqualified to be a candidate
and to hold any office, unless he has been given plenary pardon
or granted amnesty. : :

The disqualifications to be a candidate herein provided
shall be deemed removed upon the declaration by competent
authority that said insanity or incompetence had been removed
or after the expiration of a period of five years from his ser-
vice of sentence, unless within the same period he again be-
comes disqualified.

Article IL—ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND
VICE-PRESIDENT

Sec. 13. Regular election for President and Vice-President.
—The regular election for President and Vice-President of the

OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE- 5

Philippines shall be held on the first Monday of May Nineteen

* hundred eighty seven (1987) and on the same day every six

years thereafter. The President-elect and the Vice-Pres.idf:nt-
elect shall agsume office at twelve o'clock noon on the thirtieth
day of June next following the election and-shall end at_ noon
of the same date, six years thereafter when the term of his sue-
cegsor shall begin.* : ,

Sec. 12 Special election for President and- Vice-President.—
In case a vacancy occurs for the Office of the President an_d
Vice-President, the Batasang: Pambansa- shall, at ten o’clock in
the morning of the third day after the vacancy occurs, convene
in accordance with its rules without need of a call and within
seven days enact a law calling for a special election _to elect
a President and a Vice-President to be held not earlier than
forty-five days nor later than sixty days from the time of such
call. The bill calling such special election shall be deemed cer-
tified under paragraph (2), Section 19, Article VIII of the
Constitution and shall become law upon its approval on third
reading by the Batasang Pambansa. Appropriations for t-he
special election shall be charged against any current appropria-
tions and shall be exempt from the requirements of paragraph
{(4), Section 16 of Article VIII of the Constitution. The con-
vening of the Batasang Pambansa cannot be suspended nor the
special election postponed. No special election shall be called
if the vacancy occurs within seventy days before the date of
the presidential election of 1587. (Sec. 9, 8rd par. Art. VII,
Const.) **

Sec. 15. Canvass of votes for President and V;'ce-Preside.nt
by. the provincial or city board of canvassers.—The provin-
cial, city, or district boards of canvassers in Metropo!itan’ Ma-
nila, as the case may be, shall meet not later th‘an.suc o’clock
in the evening on election day to canvass the election rei_:urns
that may have already been received by them: respectively.
It shall meet continuously from day to day -until the canvass
is completed, but may adjourn only for the purpose of'awaltm'g
the other election returns. Each time the board adeJurns, it
shall make a total of all the votes cast fot each candidate -i:or
President and for Vice-President, duly authenticated by the sig-
natures and thumbmarks of all the members of the provineial,

* See Sec. 2, R. A. No. 7166, infra. o ]
Lb f{efercm Section 10, Article VII of the ]:987 Constitution which
supersedes this Section 1.4.
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6 GAINIBUS ELECTION CODE

city or district board of canvassers, furnishing the Commission
in Manila by the fastest means of communication a copy there-
of, and making available the data contained therein to mass
media and other interested parties. Upon the completion of
the canvass, the board shall prepare a certificate of canvass
showing the votes received by each candidate for the office
of the President and for Vice-President, duly authenticated
by -the signatures and thumbmarls of all the members of the
provincial, city or district board of canvassers. Upon the com-
pletion of the certificate of canvass, the board shall certify and

transmit the said certificate of canvass.to the Spealker of the
Batasang Pambansa.

The provincial, city and distriet boards of canvassers shall

prepare the certificate of canvass for the election of President .

and Vice-President, supported hy a statement of votes by pol-
ling place, in quintuplicate by the use of carbon papers.or such
other means as the Commission shall prescribe to the end that
all five copies shall be legibly produced in one handwriting. The
five copies of the certificate of canvass must bear the signatures
and thumbmarks of all the members of the board.  Upon the
completion of these certificates and statements, they shall be
enclosed in envelopes furnished by the Commission and sealed,
and immediately distributed as follows: the original copy shall
he enclosed and sealed in the envelope directed to the Speaker
and delivered to him at the Batasang Pambansa by the fastest
possible means; the second copy shall likewise be enclosed and
sealed in the envelope -directed to the Commission; the third
copy shall be retained by the provincial election supervisor,
in the case of the provincial board of canvassers, and by the
city ‘election registrar, in the case of the ecity board of can-
vassers; and one copy each to theé authorized representatives of
the ruling party and the dominant opposition political party.
Failure to comply with the requirements of this section shall
constitute an election offense. (Seec. 1, Art. VIII, Const.) **#

Sec. 16. Counting of votes for President and Vice-President
by the Batasang Pambansa.—The certificates of canvass,. duly
certified by the board of canvassers of each province, city

-or district in Metropolitan ‘Manila shall be transmitted to the
Sreaker of the Batasang Pambansa, who shall, not later than
thirty days after the day of the election, convene the Bata-

**+ Rofer to Section 4, Article VII of the 1987 Constitution and to
Section 30 of R. A. No. 7166, infra.
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sang Pambansa in session and in its presence open all the cer-
tificates of canvass, and the votes shall then be counted, (Sec.
1, Art. VII, Const.) *

See. 17. Correction of errors in certificate ‘and supporting
statement already transmitted to the Speaker—No correction
of errors allegedly committed in the certificate of canvass and
supporting statement already transmitted to the Speaker of
the Batasang Pambansa shall be allowed, subject to the pro-
visions of the succeeding section. (BP 125) **

L

Sec. 18. Preservation of ballot boxes, their keys, and dis-
position of their contents.~—Until after the completion by' the
Batasang Pambansa of the canvassing of-the votes and.untll an
uncontested proclamation of the President-elect and Vlce—Prgs-
ident-elect shall have been obtained, the provincial, city or dis-
trict board of canvassers under the joint responsibility with
the provincial, city or municipal treasurers shall provide for
the safekeeping and storage of the ballot boxes in a gsafe and
closed chamber secured by four padlocks: one to be provid_ed
by the corresponding board chairman; one by the }.)I'OViI'IClal
or city treasurer concerned; and one each by the ruling party
and the accredited dominant opposition political party.***

Sec. 19. When certificate of canvass 18 incomplete or bears
erasures or alterations.—When the certificate of canvass, duly
certified by the board of canvassers of each province, city or
district in Metropolitan Manila and transmitted to the Speaker
of the Batasang Pambansa, as provided 1n the ’Constituticm,
appears to be incomplete, the Speaker shall require the board
of canvassers concerned to transmit to his office, by personal
delivery, the election returns from polling places t}nat were
not included in the certificate of canvass and supporting state-
ments. Said election returns shall be submitted by personal
delivery to the Speaker within two days from receipt of no-
tice. ‘ ‘

When, it appears that any'certificate of canvass or sup-

porting statement of votes by polling place bears erasures or
alterations which may cast doubt as to the veracity of the

number of votes stated therein and may affect the result of

the election, the Batasang Pambansa upon request of the Pres-

* Qee Sec. 30, R. A. No. Tl66, infra.
** Qoo See. 30, R. A. No, 7166, infra.
#E* Qoo Sec. 30, R, A. No. 7166, infra,
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8 , : OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE
idential or Vice-Presidential candidate concerned or his party
shall, for the sole purpose of verifying the actual number of
votes cast for President or Vice-President, count the votes as
th‘ey.appear in the copies of the election returns for the Com-
mission. For this purpose, the Speaker shall require the Com-
mission to deliver its copies of the election returns to the Ba-
tasang Pambansa. (BP 125) * ’

' Sec. 20. Proclamation of the President-elect and Vicé-Pres-
zdent-elec_t.——Upon the completion of the canvass of the votes
by the Batasang Pambansa, the persons obtaining the highest
number of votes for President and for Vice-President shall
be declared elected; but in case two or more shall have an equal
and ?;he highest number of votes, -one of them shall be chosen
President or Vice-President, as the cage may be, by a majofity
vote of all the Members of the Batasang Pambansa in session
assembled. (Sec. 5, Art. VII, Const.)

In case there are certificates of canva i
: _ 8s which have not
beep submltteq to the Speaker of the Batasang Pambansa on
account of missing election returns, a proclamation may be

made if the missing certificates will
frade I the Y will not affect the results of

' In case the certificates of canvass which were
mitted on account of missing election returns will afr}zztsrl?;
results of ‘the election, no proclamation shall be made The
Speaker shall immediately instruct the boards of cam'rassers
concerned to. obtain the missing election returns from the
boards of election inspectors or, if the returns have been lost
or destroyeq upon prior authority from the Commission, to uge
any authentic copy of said election returns for the puri)ose'of

conducting the <anvass, and thereafter issue the certificates of -

canvass. The certificates of canvass shall be i i
. immediately t -
mitted to the Speaker of the Batasang Pambansa. -

Proclamation shall be made onl issi
- Y upon submission of all cer-
t:flcates of canvass or when the missing certificates of canvass
will not affect the results of the election, (Neg)} **

Article. IIL—ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE
BATASANG PAMBANSA ‘

* See Sec. 30, R. A, No. 7166, infra.
** See Sec. 4, Art. VII, 1987 Constitution.
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Sec, 21. Regular elect’io-n of Members of the Batasang Pam-
bansa.—The regular election of the Members of the Batasang

- Pambansa shall be held on the second Monday of May, Nine-

teen hundred and ninety (1990) and on the same day every six
years thereafter, (Sec. 5(1), Art. VIII, Const.) *

Sec. 22. Special election for Members of the Batasang Pam-
bansa.~—In case a vacancy arises in the Batasang Pambansa
eighteen months or more before a regular election, the Com-
mission shall call a special election to be held within sixty days
after the vacancy occurs fo elect the Member to serve the
unexpired term. (Sec. 5, Subsec. (2), Art. VIII, Const.)} +*

The Batasang Pambansa through a duly approved resolu-
tion or an official communication of the Speaker when it is
not in session shall certify to the Commission the existence
of said vacancy. , : _-

. See. 23. Composition of the Batasang Pambansa.—The Ba-
tasang Pambansa shall be composed of not more than two hum--

" dred Members elected from the different provinces of the Philip-

pines with théir component cities, highly urbanized cities and
districts of Metropolitan Manila, those elected or selected from
various sectors as provided herein, and-those chosen by the
President from the members of the Cabinet. (Sec. 2, Art. VIII,

Const.j ***

. Sec. 24. Apportionment of representatives.*—Until a new
apportionment shall have been made, the Members of the Ba-
tasang Pambansa shall be apportioned in accordance with the
Ordinance appended to the Constitution, as follows:

National Capital Eegion: Manila, 6; Quezon City, 4;
Caloocan, 2; Pasay, 1; Pasig and Marikina, 2; Las Pinas
and Parafiaque, 1; Makati, 1; Malabon, Navotas and Va-
lenzuela, 2; San Juan and Mandaluyong, 1 Taguig, Pateros
and Muntinglupa, 1. '

Region I:éAbra, 1; Benguet, 1; llocos Norte with Laoag
City, 2; Ilocos Spr, 2; La Union, 2 Mountain Province, 1;

. *See Sec. 2, R. A. No, 7166, infra.
*+ See R. A. 6645. .
"#%% Soe Secs. 2 and 5, Article VI of the 1087 Constitution on new
composition of the Congress (Senate and House of Representatives)
* See Ordinance to the 1987 Constitution on new legislative districts;
see also Section b (1), Article VI of the 1987 Constitution.
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Pangasinan with the cities of Da .
6 Doy Cit _ gupan and San Carlos3
Region II: Batanes, 1: Ca
. z ; » 45 Lagayan, 3; Ifugao, 1: Isahel
3; K;hnga-Apayao, 1; Nueva Vizcaya, 1; Quirino, 1 .
egion I11: Bataan, 1; Bulacan, 4: Nueva E,". i
o s 4 ? t Lcra
the c1t1e§t}?f Cabanatuan, Palayan ang San Joge elJ ; P“:rtlh
banga with Angeles City, 4; Tarla : 1 )
A iiith ¢, 2; Zambales, 1; Olon-
Region IV: Aurora, 1 - Batan i iti
v , 1; gas with the cities of Ba.
tangag and'Lipa, 4; Cavite with the cities of Cavite T:-
gaytay .and Tlrece Martires, 3; Laguna with San Pablo 'City
21]; Marinduque, 1; Occidental Minddro, 1; Oriental Min-,
oro, 2; P.alawan with Puerto Princesa City, 1; Quezon with
Lucena City, 4; Rizal, 2; Romblon, 1. ,
Region. V: Albay with Legaspi Cj
‘ o i gaspl City, 8. Camari
N-mte, 1; Camarines Sur with the cities of Irig'a and Nallrr]rgs
4; Catan.duanes, 1; Masbate, 2; Sorsogon, 2. o
Region VI: Aklan, 1; Antique, 1; Capiz with Roxas

.. City, 2; Iloilo with Iloilo City, 5; Negros Occidental with

the citieg of .
and Silas;r,o 7'33001051, Bago, Cadiz, La Carlota, San Carlos

FKegion VII: Bohol with Tagbilaran City, 3: Ceby with

the cities of Danao, Lapu-Lapu, Mandaue and Toledo, 6: -

Negros Oriental with the cities of Rai
: lais, Ca -
maguete, 3; Siquijor, 1; Cebu City .‘; rlaon and Du
Region VIII: Leyte with the c;tie
. . s of Ormoc and Tac-
loban, 5; Southern Leyte, 1; Eastern Samar, 1; Northercn
Samjt?r, 1; Samar with Calbayog City, 2.
egion 1X: Basilan, 1; Sulu. 1- Tawi-Tawi
. » s ; ¥ - wl, 1; Z -
goaélfa bdel Norte with the cities of Dapitan and Dipo?;z'
; m . - . '
A, oanga del Sur with Pagadian City, 3; Zamboanga

Region X: Agusan del Norte wit ity, 1:
Agt}san del Sur, 1; Bukidnon, 2; &n?igfi%tuirf I(V:IIits!:;m%,
Occldental‘with the cities of Oroquieta, Ozar’nis’and Talli
guh, 1; Mls_ami,s Qriental with Gingoog. City, 2; Surigao
del Norte with Surigao City, 1; Cagayan de O,ro bity, 1

Region X1I: Surigao del Sur, 1; Davao del Norte 3;

~ Davao Oriental, 1 ; Davao del Sur, 2; South Cotabato with

General -Santos City, 3: Davao City, 2.
. Region XII: Lanao del Norte, 1; Lanao del Sur with

Marawi City, 2; Maguindanao with Cotabato City, 2; North

VL T Higheon e
ey

OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE 11

Cotabato, 2; Sultan Kudarat, 1; Iligan City, 1. (Sec. I,
Ordinance Appended to Const.) . )

Any province that may hereafter be created or any com-
ponent city that -may hereafter be declared by or pursuant
to law as a highly urbanized city shall be entitied in the im-
mediately following election to at least one Member or such
number of Members as it may be entitled to on the basis of
the number of the inhabitants and on the same uniform and
progressive ratio used in the last preceding apportionment. The
number of Members apportioned to,the province out of which
the new province was created or where the new highly urbanized
city is geographically located shall be correspondingly adjusted
by the Commission, but such adjustment shall not be made
within one hundred twenty days before the.election. (Sec. 2,
BP Res. 112, 1d.) -

Sec. 25. Voting by province and its component cities, by
Wighly urbanized city or by distriet in Metropolitan Manila.—
Al]l eandidates shall be voted at large by the registered voters
of their respective constituencies. The candidates correspond-

_ ing to the number of Member or Members to be elected in a
" constituency who receive the highest number of votes shall be

declared elected. (Séc. 3, BP 697) **

Sec. 26. Sectoral representatives.*——There shall be three sec-
tors to be represented in the Batasang Pambansa, namely: (1)
youth; (2) agricultural lahor; (3) industrial labor whose rep-
resentatives shall be elected in the manner herein provided.
Each sector shall be entitled to four representatives, two of
“whom shall come from Luzon, one from Visayas, and one from
Mindanao: Provided, That the youth sector shall be entitled
to two additional sectoral representatives who shall be elected
from any part of the country. (Sec. 4, BP 697)

Sec. 27. Scope of the sectors.—The agricultural labor sec-
tor covers all persons who personally and physically till the
land as their principal occupation. It includes agricultural
tenants and lessees, rural workers and farm employees, owner-
cultivators, settlers and small fishermen. (Sec. 5, BP 697)

** See Sce. 3: R. A. 6646, infra.

* Refer to Section 5-(2), Article VI of the 1987 Constitution and
to Executive Order No. 918 (1987) providing for the manner of nomination
and appointment of sectoral representatives to the House of Representa-

tives,
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A The industrial labor sector includes all non-agricultural
workers and employees.

~ The youth sector embraces persons not more than twenty-
five years of age, (Sec. 5, BP 697) ** , '

Sec. 28. Selection of sectoral'repwesentatives.——-Not later

than twenty days after the election of provincial, city or dis- .

trict representatives, the most repregentative and generally re-
cognized organizations or aggroupments of members of the
agricultural labor, industrial labor, and youth sectors, as at-
tested to by the Ministerd of Agrarian Reform . and of Agri-
culture and Food, the Minister of Labor and Employment, and
the Ministers of Local Government and of Education, Culture
and Sports, respectively, shall, in accordance with the proce-
" dures of said organizations or aggroupments of members of the
sector, submit to the President their respective nominees for
each slot allotted for each sector. The President shall appoint
from among the nominees submitted by the aforementioned

organizations or aggroupments the representatives of each sec-
tor. '

In recognizing the most representative and generally re- .

cognized organizations or aggroupments, the Ministers of Ag-
rarian Reform and of Agriculture and Food, the Minister of
Labor and Employment, and the Ministers of Local Govern-
ment and of Education, Culture and Sports shall consider:

(a) The extent of membership and activity of the or-
ganization or aggroupment which should be national;

{b) The responsiveness of the organization or aggroup-
ment to the legitimate aspirations of iis sector;

(¢) The militancy and consistency of the organization
or aggroupment in espousing the cause and promoting the

welfare of the sector consistent with that of the whole
country; '

(d) The ohservance by such organization or aggroup-
ment of the rule of law; and

(&) Other analogous factors.

The Eresideht of the Philippines shall, in writing, notify
the Secretary-General of the Bafasang Pambansa of the ap-
pointment made by him of any sectoral representative.

*+ Ibid.

OMNIBUS BLIECTION CODLK 1}

Except as herein otherwise provided, sectqra‘il' ?epres.entta-
tives shall -have the same function:q,. regponmbﬂltxes, rights,
privileges, qualifications and disqua}xf:cataons as tlrlle. rep}l;e‘as;rll-,
tatives from the provinces and their con}ponent c;txes, ig 6y
urbanized cities or districts of Metropolitan Manila. (Sec. 6,
BP 697) #** : : -

Article 1V —ELECTION OF LOCAL OFFICIALS

Sec. 29. Regular elections of local_ officials.-—Thfa'electlon
of provincial, city and municipal officials. whose posltxonsh::ul‘f1
provided for by the Local Government Code_:‘ ghall b.e e
throughout the Philippines in the manner herein presqn}l;:ed on
the first Monday of May, Nineteen hundred and eighty-six
and on the same day every six years thereafter.

The officials elected shall assume office on the thirtieth day
of June next following the election and shall hold office for
six years and until their successors shall have been elected
and qualified. -

* . All local incumbent officials whose tenure of office shall
expire on March 23, 1986 shall hold office until June 30,-1__9!31(?
or until their successors shall have been elected and qual_lfxe :
Provided, That they cannot be suspended or removed without
just cause. (New) * . -

See. 30. Component and kighly wrbahized cities.—Unless

‘thei i i i the electorate of
their respective charters provide otherwise, ! .
componex?t cities shall be entitled to vote.ln the election for

" provincial officials of the province of which it is a part.

The electorate of highly urbanized cities sball 1}01: vo_te in
the election for provincial officials of the province in }vhlc;h 111;
is located: Provided, however, That no compqnent _clty sl'fca
be declared or be entitled to a high.ly urbanized city status
within ninety days prior to any election. (New)

i E

Article V—~ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF TH

' REGIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
AUTONOMOUS REGIONS **
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) Sec. 31.. The Sangguniang Pampook of the autonomous re-
gions.—Region IX and Region XI1 in southern Philippines shall
each have a Sangguniang Pampook to be composed of twenty-
seven members and shall include seventeen representatives
elected from the different provinces and cities of each region
and a sectoral representative each from among the youth agri-.
cultural workers, and non-agricultural workers (industr'ial la-
_b_pr) of each region to be selected in the manner herein pro-
vided whose qualifications and disqualifications are the same
as Members of the Batasang Pambansa.

The President shall appoint an additional seven repre- -

sentatit_fes in each region whenever in hisg judgment any other
sector is not properly represented in the Sangguniang Pam-
pook as a resuit of the elections. (BP 229 )

Sec. 32. Apportionment of members of t} 1
' X te Sangguniang
' P.mnpook.—Tne Members of the Sangguniang Pampook of Re-
gion IX and of Region XII shall be apportioned.as follows:

Region 1X: Basilan, one (1); Sulu, three (3): Tawi- i

: . , ;. Tawi-Tawi,

one (1);'Zamboanga del Norte including the cities of Dipolog

a{ld Dapitan, i_'Our {4); and Zamboanga del Sur, including the
‘City of Pagadian, six (6): ang Zamboanga City, two (2); A

Re.gz'on XII: Lar}ao del Norte, two (2); Iligan City, one
(1); Lanao del Sur including the City of Marawi, four (4);:

Maguindanao including the City of Cotabato, four (4); North

IC;It?j)ato. four (4); and Sultan Kudarat, two (2). (Seec. 6. PD

Sec. 33. Election of members of Sangguniang Pampook.—
The candidates for the position of seventeen representatives
to the Sangguniang Pampook of Region IX and of Region XII
§hall be voted at large by the registered voters of each prov-
ince including the cities concerned. '

The candidates corresponding to the number of member
or members to be elected in a constituency who receive the

gégljlest number of votes shall be declared elected. (Sec. 1, BP

. Sec. 34. Selection of sectoral repiresentatives.—The Pres-
1den-t shall, within thirty days from the convening of each Sang-
guniang' Pampook, appoint the sectoral representatives on re-
commendation of the Sangguniang Pampook and after due con-

e
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sultation with the most representative and generally recognized
organizations or aggrupations of members of the youth, agri-

" “cultural workers and non-agricultural workers as atfested by

the Ministers of Local Government and of Education, Culture
and Sports (youth), Ministers of Agrarian Reform and of Ag-
riculture and Food (agricultural workers), and Minister of La-

. bor and Employment (non-agricultural or industrial labor).

The President of the Philippines shall.in writing notify the
Speaker of the Sangguniang Pampook of each region of the
appointment made by him of any sectoral representative.

The sectoral répresentatives shall have the same functions,
responsibilities, rights, privileges, qualifications and disqualifi-
cations as the elective provincial repregentatives to the Sang-
‘guniang Pampook: Provided, however, That no defeated can-
didate for member of the Sangguniang Pampook in the im-
mediately preceding election shall be appointed as sectors rep-
resentative.. (New) . : '

Sec. 35. Filling of wvacancy.—Pending an election to fill a

vacancy arising from any cause -in the Sangguniang Pampook,
the vacancy shall be filled by the President, upon recommend-

_ation of the Sangguniang Pampook: Provided, That the.ap-

pointee ghall come from the same province or sector'oflthe
member being replaced. (See. 5, BP 20) -

Sec. 36. Term of office—Thé present members of the Sang-
guniang Pampook of each of Regoin-IX and Region XII shall
continue in office until June 30, 1986 or until their successors
shall have been. elected and qualified or appointed and qua-
lified in the case of settoral members. They may not be re-
moved or replaced except in aceordance with the internal rules
of said assembly or provisions of pertinent laws.

~ The election of members of the Sangguniang Pampock of
the two regions shall be held simultaneously with the local

elections of 1986, Those elected in said elections shall have a:

term of four years starting June 30, 1886.

Those elected in the election of 1990 to be held simultane-
ously with the elections of Members of the Batasang Pam-
bansa shall have a term of six years, . :

Article VL..—ELECTION OF BARANGAY OFFICIALS =

* See Repub]ié Act No., 46653 and 'Republic Act No. 6679, infra,

34

5§
L

o s e ey, R
Pt 3 i . 4 i et e TR

s

o s ta
¥

ey ot ool uiel

Earte o i et




16 OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE

’ Sec. 37. Regular -election of barangay offz'cials.'—.-The elec-
tion for barangay officials shall be held throughout the Philip-

pines in the manner herein prescribed on the second Monday .

of May _Nineteen hundred and eighty-eight and on the same day
every six years thereafter.

The officials elected shall assume office'on the thirtieth day

of June next following the election and shall hold office for.

six years and. until their successors shall have heen elected and
qualified,

Sec. 38.' Conduct of elections.—The Barangay election shall
!r;e non-partisan and shall be conducted in an expeditious and
inexpensive manner,

No person who files a certificate of candidacy shall rep-
resent or allow himself to be represented as a candidate of any

. political party or any other organization; and no political par-

t;_r, political group, political committee,. civie, religious, profes-
sional, or other organization or organized group of \:vhatever
natu_rfa shall intervene in his nomination or in the filing of his
C?I‘tlflcate q_f candidacy or give aid or support, directly or in-
dlr_ect]y, material or otherwise, favorable to or against his cam-
paign for election: Provided, That this provision shall not apply
t(_) ’Fhe members of the family of a candidate within the fourtil
civil degree of consanguinity or affinity nor to the personal cam-
paign staff of the candidate which shall not be more than one
fqr every one hundred registered voters in his barangay': Pro-
vided, h?wever, That without prejudice to any liability that
may be incurred, no permit to hold a public meeting shall be

denied on the ground that the provisions of this
‘ 5
may or will be violated. paragraph

. Nothing in this section, however, shall be construed as
in any manner affecting or constituting an impairment of the

freedom of individuals to support or oppose any candidate
for any barangay office. - )

Sec. 39. Certificate of candidacy.—No person shall be elect-
ed punong barangay or kegewad ng sangguniang barangay un-
less he files a sworn certificate of candidacy in triplicate on
any day from the commencement of the election period but
not.later than the day before the beginning of the campaign
period in a form to be prescribed by the Commission, The

OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE 17

candidate shall state the barangay office for which he is a
candidate. :
The ‘certificate of candidacy shall be filed with the sec-

retary of the sangguniang barangay who shall have the mi-
nisterial duty to receive said certificate of candidacy and to

* -immediately acknowledge receipt -thereof,

In case the secretary refuses to receive the same, or in
case of his ahsence or non-availability, a candidate may file
‘his certificate of candidacy with the.election .registrar of the
city or municipality . concerned. g ’

" The secretary of the sangguniang barangay or the elec-
tion registrar, as the case may be, shall prepare a consoclidated

- “list of all the candidates and shall post said list in the ba-

rangay hall and in other conspicuous places in the barangay
at least ten days before the election.

. Any elective or appointive municipal, city, provincial or
national official or employee, or those in the civil or military
service; including those in government-owned or controlled cor-
porations, shall be considered automatically resigned upon the
filing of certificate of candidacy for a barangay office.

_ See. 40. Board of Election Tellers—(1) The Commission
shall constitute not later than ten days before the election a
‘board of election tellers in every barangay polling " place, to
be composed-of .a public elementary school teacher as chairman,

. and two members who are registered voters of the polling place

' concerned, but who are not incumbent barangay officials nor

related to any candidate for any position in that barangay with-
in the fourth civil degree of affinity or consanguinity. -

In case no public elementary school teachers are available,
the Commission shall designate any registered voter in the
polling place who is not an incumbent’ barangay official nor
related to any candidate for any position 'in that barangay
within'the fourth civil degree of affinity or consanguinity.

(2) The board of election tellers shall supervise and con-
duct the election in their respective polling places, count the
votes and thereafter prepare a report in triplicate on a form
preseribed by the Commission. The original of this report shall
be delivered immediately to the barangay board of canvassers.
The second copy shall be delivered to the election registrar
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and the third copy shz;.ll be delivered to th
. e secretary of t
sangguniang barangay who shall keep the same on fif:a. he

Sec. 41. Registration of voters and list o —_
than seven days before the-election, the bo];f((i)tz;s;alecNt?;:n]att;I:
]ersl shall. meet in every barangay polling place to-conduct the
registration of barangay voters and to préparé the list of vo-
ters. Any voter may challenge the qualification of any person

seeking to register and said challenge shall be heard and de- -

cided on the same day by the board of election tellers. N

The final list of voters shall be posted in the polling places

at least two days before election day. The registration of any"’

voter shall not be transferred without written notice at least

1t!w? dzflys before the date of election. Not later than the day

sﬁ; ;)l“gnlg thethba;'.a-ilgafy election, the board of election tellers
eliver the list of voters to the electi i

tody and safekeeping. ¢ lqn registrax for o

Sec 42. Polling places—(1) The chai
: . zhairman of the board
of el-ectlop t_ellers .shall designate the public school or any othl:er
public building within the barangay to be used as polling place

in case the barangay has one election precinct. (2) For ba-.

rangays with two or more election precincts the chairman of
_ the board of canvassers shall designate the public schoo! or

any other public school or any other publi )
as polling place. public building to be used

In case there is no public school or other public buildi
tha-t.t can be used as polling places, other a.pprfpriate pilic\l’laﬁ:i
buildings may be designated: Provided, That such ‘buildings
are not qwned or occupied or possessed by any incumbent elec-
tI'V? public official or candidate, or his relative within the fourth
civil degree of consanguinity or affinity. The polling place shall
b};_ centrally located as possible, always taking into consider
tion the convenience and safety of the voters. &

Sec. 43. Official barvangay ballots.—Th ici
( : .—The official baranga
baliots. shall be provided by the city or municipality concerneg
of a size and color to be prescribed by the Commission.

Such official ballots shall, before they are handed*to the
voter at the polling place, be authenticated in the presence
of the voter, by the authorized representatives of the candi-
dates and the chairman and members of the board of élection
tellers who shall affix their signatures at the back thereof.
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Any._ballot which is not authenticated shall be deemed spu-

rious.

Sec. 44. Ballot boxes—The Commission shall provide the
ballot boxes for each barangay polling’ place, but each candi-
date may -be permitted to provide a padlock for said ballot
box.

Sec. 45. Posﬁponement or failure of election.—When for

any serious cause such as violence, terrorism, loss or destruc-
tion of election paraphernalia or records, force majeure, and

" other analogous causes of such nature that the holding of a

free, orderly and honest election should become impossible in
any barangay, the Commission, upon a verified petition of an

‘interested party and after due notice and hearing at which the

interested parties are given equal opportunity to be heard, ghall
péstpone the election therein for such time as it may deem
necessary.

If, on account of force majeure, violence, terrorism, fraud
or other analogous causes, the election in any barangay has
not been held on the date herein fixed or has been suspended -
before the hour fixed by law for the closing of the voting
therein and such failure or suspension of election would affect
the result of the election, the Commission, on the basis of a
verified petition of an interested party, and afteg due notice
and hearing, at which the interested parties are given equal
opportunity to be heard shall call for the holding or continua-
tion of the election within thirty days after it shall have veri-
fied and found that the cause or causes for which the election
has been pestponed or suspended have ceased to exist or upon
petition of at least thirty percent of the registered voters in
the barangay concerned.

When the conditions in these areas warrant, upon veri-
fication by the Commission, or upon petition of at least thirty
“percent of the registered voters in the harangay concerned, it
shall order the holding of the barangay election which was
postponed or suspended.

Sec. 46. Barangay board of canuvassers—(1) The Com-
mission shall constitute a board of canvassers at least seven
days before the election in each barangay, ‘to be composed of
the senior public elementary school teacher in the barangay as

" chairman, and two other public elementary school teachers, as

" members.
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In case the number of public elementary school teachers

is inadequate, the Commisgion shall designate the chairman and

members of the barangay. board of canvassers from among
the board of election tellers.

(2) The barangay board of canvassers shall meet imme-
diately in a building where a polling place is found and which
is most centrally located in the barangay and after canvassing
the resu'its‘ from the various polling places within the barangay,
proelaim the winners. The board of canvassers shall accomplish
the certificate of proclamation in triplicate on a form to bhe
prescribed by the Commission. The original of the certificate
shall be sent to the election registrar concerned, the second
copy shall be delivered to the secretary of the sangguniang
Layan or sangguniang panglunsced, as the case may be, and the

third copy shall be kept on file by the secretary of the sang-
gunieng barangay. '

(3) In a barangay where there is only one polling place,
the barangay board of election tellers shall also be the ba-
‘rangay board of canvassers.

See, 47. Activities during the campaign period.—During
the campaign period, the punong berangay if he is not a ean-
didate, or any resident of the barangay. designated by the Com-
mission, shgll convene the barangay assembly at least once for
the purpose of allowing ‘the candidates to appear at a joint
meeting duly called, upen proper and with at least two days
notice, to explain to the barangay voters their respective prog-
ram of administration, their qualifications, and other informa-
tion that may help enlighter’l-voters in casting their votes.

The members of the barangay asserhbly may take up and
discuss other matters relative to the election of barangay of-
Ticials.

Sec. 48. Watclers.~—~Candidates may appoint two watchers
each, to serve alternately, in every polling place within the
tarangay, who shall be furnished with a signed copy of the
results of the election, in such form as the Commission may
- prescribe, immediately after the completion of the canvass.

BSec. 49, Inclusion and exclusion cases.—Inclusion and ex-
clusion cases which shall be decided not later than seven days
before the date of the election shall be within the exciusive
original jurisdiction of the municipal or metropolitan trial court.
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The notice of such decision shall be serve.:d to all parties af-
fected within twenty-four hours following its promulgation and

-any party adversely affected may appeal f;herefrom withip .
twenty-four hours to the regional trial court which shall fi-

nally decide the same not later than two days before the date
of the election.

See. 50. Funding.—Local governments' shall appropriate
funds to defray such hecessary and reasonable expenses of
the members of the board of election tellers, board of canvas-
sers and the printing of election forms and pz_-ocurement..of
other election paraphernalia, and the installation of polling
booths.

See. 51. Penalties—Violations of any provisions of this
Article shall constitute prohibited acts aqd_ shall be prosecuted
and penalized in accordance with the provisions of this Code.

Article VIL—THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS *

Sec. 52. Powers and functlz'on's of the Commission on Elec-
tions.—In addition to the powers and functions conferred upon
it by the Constitution, the Commission shall have exclusive
charge of the enforcement and administration of all laws re-
lative to the conduct of elections for the purpose of efisuring
free, orderly and honest elections, and shall:

(a) Exercise direct and immediate supervision _and con-
trol over national and local officials or employees, including
members of any. national or local law enforcement agency and

- instrumentality of the government required by law to perfoypm

duties relative to the conduct-of elections. In addition, it may
authorize CMT cadets eighteen years of_ age and above to act
as its deputies for the purpose of enf01_‘cmg its orders.

.The Commission may relieve any officer or employee re-
ferred to in the. preceding paragraph from the performance
of his duties relating to electoral processes who violates the
election law or fails to comply with its instructions, orders,
decisions or rulings, and appoint his substitute. Upon recom-
mendation of the Commission, the corresponding proper au-
thority shall suspend or remove from office any or all of such

——————

i itutio issi jeularly See-
« Qee Article IX-C, 1987 Constitution Commission, particu :
tion 2 thereof; see also Title I, Sub-Title C of Book V of the 1987 Admin-
istration Code. ' ;
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off_icers or employees who may, after due process, be found
- puilty of such violation dr failure ‘

(b) During the period of the campaign and ending thirty
days ‘thereafter, when in any area of the country there are
persons committing acts of terrorism to influence people to
vo‘te _for or against any candidate or political party, the Com-
mission shall have the power to authorize any member or mem-
bers of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, the National Bu-
reau of Investigation, the Integrated National Pdlice or any
Sfmll%ar agency or .instrumentality of the government except
civilian home defense forces, to act as deputies for t,hé pur-

E.ose. of ensuring the holding of free, orderly and honest elec-
1018. '

.((‘t) Promulgate rules and regulations implementing the
provisions of this Code or other laws which the Commission
Is required to enforce and administer, and require the pay-
ment of legal fees and collect the same in payment of any

‘business done in the Commission, at rates that it may provide .

and fix in its rules and regulations.

‘ R_ules and regulations promulgated .by the Commission to
implement the provisions of this Code shall take effect on the

sixteenth day after publication in the Official Gazette or in

at leagt two daily newspapers of general circulation. Orders
and directives issued by the Commission pursuant to said rules
and regulations shall be furnished by personal delivery to ac-
credited political parties within forty-eight hours of issuance

and shali take effect immediately upon receipt
and 7e) 1p celp‘. (Sec. 3(b),

_ Ir} case of conflict between rules, regulations, orders or
d_u'ectxves of the Commission in the exercise of its constitu-
t'{onal powers and those issued by any other administrative of-
fice or agency of the government concerning the same matter

relative to elections, the former shall pre ail
Tors Be) prevail. (.Sec. 185(b},

e {d) Summon the parties to a controversy pending before
it, issue subpoena and subpoena duces tecum, and take testi-
mony 1in any investigation or hearing before it, and dele-
gate such power to any officer of the Commission who shall
be a member of the Philippine Bar. In case of failure of a
witness to attend, the Commission, upon proof of service of

OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE 23

the subpoena to said witnesses, may issue a warrant to arrest
the witness and bring him before the Commission or the officer

. before whom his attendance is required.

Any controversy submitted to the Commission shall, after '

compliance with the requirements of due process, be imme-

diately heard and decided by it within sixty days from sub-
mission thereof. No-decision or resolution shall be rendered

by the Commission either en banc or by division unless taken -

up in a formal session properly convened for the purpose.
The Commission may, when necessary, avail of the assist-

ance of any national or local law enforcement agency and/or

instrumentality of the government to execute under its direct

.and immediate supervision any of its final decisions, orders,

instructions or rulings. (Sec..185(i}, 1978 EC)

(e) Punish contempts provided for in the Rules of Court
in the same procedure and with the same penalties provided
therein. Any violation of any final and executory decision,
order or ruling of the Commission shall constitute contempt

thereof. (Sec. 185(i), 1978 EC, with amendmenis)

" (f) Enforce and execute its decisions, directives, ordérs
and instructions ‘which shall have precedence over those ema-
nating from any other authority, except the Supreme Court
and those* issued in habeas corpus proceedings. (Sec. 185(¢),
1978 EC)

(g) Prescribe the forms to be used in the election, plebis-
cite or referendum. (Sec. 185¢f), 1978 EC, with amendments)

(h) Procure any supplies, equipment, materials or ser-
vices needed for the holding of the election by public bidding:
Provided, That, if it finds the requirements of public bidding
impractical to observe, then by negotiations or sealed bids,
and in both cases, the accredited parties shall be duly noti-
fied.

(i} Prescribe the use or adoption of the latest technolo-
gical and electronic devices; taking into account the situation
prevailing in the area and the funds available for the purpose:
Provided, That the Commission shall notify the authorized rep-
resentatives of accredited political parties and candidates in
areas affected by the use or adoption of technological and elec-

\
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tronic devices not less than thi - . ' '
' irty days pri . .
of-the use of.such devices. (Sec. 185(7), 1975 tfilc?}e etfectivity

(j') Carry out a continui i
. ] itinuing and systematic. campaj
It}l::giug}; newspapers of general circulation, radios and gtlﬁ?
a torms to educate the public and fully inform the elec-

2. ':}[)I;tgz 1311: crfﬁgistratign drive in their respective areag Iso
th 1tizens of voting age, not otherwi i i

; ?Ie(]i by law may be registered. - . l'vpse disquali-
. coi g ctleﬁnse the list of votérs of illegal 1'egistralnts

i uc qu_se-to-house canvass if necessary, and ték,

oy € appropriate legal stepg towards thig end’

, ..Ofelzgr'-t Eo.the_Commissibn violations of thé provisions

o 1:_1s ode on-the conduct of the political cam
Ctlon propaganda and electoral expenditures

B. On Blection Day: '

e

. 1. E)xhori; all I:egistei:ed voters_iﬁ their respective areas
g gon o their polling Places and cast thejr votes
. p]g:;m:trfs o;leC }:»*atlcher f?r accreditation in each po‘lling
: place of canvass who shall have
same duties, functiong and rights as the other watchz];:

o g T st b St a

paign,
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-of political parties and candidates, Members or units
of any citizen group or organization so desjgnated by
the Commission except its-lone duly accredited watcher,
. shall not be allowed to enter any polling place except
to vote, and shall, if they so desire, stay in an area
at least fifty meters away from:the polling place.
3. Report to the peace authorities and other appropriate
- agencies all ingtances of terrorism, intimidation of vot-
ers, and other similar attempts to frustrate the free
~ and orderly casting of votes. © . . : .
4. Perform -such other functions as may be entrusted to
.+ such group or 6rganizatio_n by the Commission.

~ The designation of any group or organization made in
. accordance herewith may be revoked by the Commission upon
' notice and hearing whenever by its actuations such group or
“-organization has shown partiality to any political party or

i’ candidate; or-has performed acts in excess or in contravention

.of the functions*and duties herein provided and such others

P ‘'which may' be granted by the Commission.

a1 Conduct he_arings {)I’l controversies 'pe"nding'before it
in the cities or provinces upon proper motion of any party,

- - taking into consideration the materiality and number of wit-
/'« mnesses to be presented, the situation prevailing in the area and
"~ the fund available for the purpose. (New)

—(m) Fix other reasonable periods for certain pre-election

: - requirements in order that voters .shall not be deprived of

- their. right of suffrage .and certain .groups of rights granted

“ " them in this Code. (See 185(c), 1978, EC)

Unless indicated in this Code, the Commission’ is hereby
authorized to fix the appropriate period for the various pro-
- hibited acts enumerated herein, consistent -with the require-
ments of free, orderly, and honest elections. (New)

Sec. 53. Field offices of the Commission.—The Commis-
sion shall have the following field. offices:
(1) Regional Election Office, headed by the Regional

Election Director and assisted by the Assistant Regional
Director and such other subordinate officers or employees

as the Commission may appoint.
(2) Provincial Election Office, headed by the Pro-
vincial Election Supervisor and assisted by such other sub-
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ordinate officefs or e ' ;
AppOint. mployees as the Commission may

i)%x;ltsmeixtdas,l% election registrar except in cities and capital
educaéi gnaouabes 'of duly rregognized schools of law, Iiberél arts
r business adrmm_stration who. possess the appro'

priate civil service eligibilit i
v ma . L5
(Sec. 77, 1978 EC, with amendﬂfezfsjppomtw ¥ s31d position.

Sec. 55. Office space.—Th
. : ~—The local government ¢
shall‘ Provide a suitable place for the office of the pigfr?::izg
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'Adist'ributi(.m or assignment within thirty days before election,

except for cause and after due notice and hearing, and that

'in no case shall a regional or assistant regional director be

assigned to a region; a provincial election supervisor to a -
province; or a city or municipal election registrar to a city or

municipality, where he and/or his spouse are related to any

candidate within the fourth civil degree of consanguinity or

affinity as the case may be. (Sec. 185(d), 1978 EC, with amend-

nents) _

Sec. 57. Measures to ensure enforcement.—For the effec-
tive enforcement of the provisions of this Code, the Commis-
sion is further vested and charged with the following powers,
duties and responsibilities: ' '

1. To issue search warrants after examination under oath
or affirmation of the complainant and the witnesses he may

produce and particularly describing the place to be searched,
the things to. bhe seized, and which power shall be exercised

. during the election period only. (Sec. 3, Art. IV, Const.)

2. To stop any illegal election éctivity,'or confiscate, tear
down, and stop any unlawful, libelous, misleading or false elec-
tion propaganda, after due notice and hearing,

3. To inquire into the financial records of candidates and
any organization or group of persons, motwi proprio or upon,
written representation for probable cause by any candidate,
organization or group of persons or qualified voter, after due
notice and hearing. - .

For purposes of this section, the Commission may avail
itself of the assistance of the Commission on Audit, the Cen-
tral Bank, the National Bureau of Investigation, ‘the Bureau
of Internal Revenue, the Armed Forces of the Philippines, the
Integrated National Police of the Philippines, barangay offi-
cials, and other agencies of the government. (Sec. 1856, 1978
EC, with amendments) !

Sec. 58. Disqualifications of members of the Commission.
. —The chairman and members of the Commission shall be sub- -
ject to the canons of judicial ethics in the discharge of. their

functions. .

No chairman or commissioner shall sit in any case in
which he has manifested bias or prejudice for or against or
antagonism against any party thereto and in connection there-
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olitical parties, a political par._ty -shall f;f',s,_t be d:zy é‘;f;si:;;eg !
gvniic'}] ‘the Commission. Any registered poi)ll;u:'al p: 1e¥1 & te;l ing; ‘
i it ith others, fails to obtamn a :
ly or in coalition with ot , fai : i e e
‘ i tituency in which 1
cent of the votes cast in the constitue v n e election abed
orted a candidate or candidates . .
?gltllojvl;ﬁg its registration shall, after notice a'n%e ??rlﬁﬁh;ﬁ
. deemed to have forfeited such status as a r;}g&s I?th pamend_
party in such constituency. (Sec. 22, 1971 , W ‘.
ments)
strati ‘ ized group of persons
. BL. Registration.—AnY organizec o
seekiieg? registration as a national or ?egéonalt_fplltxc;ﬁagifﬁsgr
i igsi ifi petition .
file with the Commission a verifie _ ¢
Lrtllgeto its constitution and by-laws, p}atform or prpg;;m ge
overnment and such other relevant mf-or.matmn 1as b ydue
ge uired by the Commission. The (;qmmls§lop ghal ,da erfrom
noc’ltice and hearing, resolve the 'pg’mtlon w1th1n.t¢n ays
the date it is gubmitted for decision. .

i i d .as a political party
ligious sect shall be registered :

and Ixfg ;:]igcal party which seeks to _ac'hleve 1tsj goal th;-zgg;
violence shall be entitled to accreditatlo_n. {New; Sec. K ,
Art. XII-C, Const.)

Qec. 62. Publication of petition {or w-egis.t-rc?tono?tggc;eez
ditation.—The Commission sha‘lll_requxre. publllca 1;:)nthree e pe-
tition for registration or accreditation 1n a’; ' ezhs e e
- papers of general circulation z.mc} sh?.ll,-afder gmm e
hearing, resolve the petition within fifteen aays 1F
it is submitted for decision. (New)

with, or in any case in which he would be disqualified under
the Rules of Court. If it he claimed that the chairman or a
commissioner is disqualified as above provided, the party ob-
jecting to his competency may file his objection in writing
with the Commission stating the ground therefor. The offi-
cial concerned, shall continue to participate in the hearing dér
withdraw therefrom in accordance with his determination of
the question of his disqualification. . The decision shall forth-
with be made in writing and filed with the other papers of the
case in accordance with the Rules of Court. If a disqualifica-
tion should result in a lack of quorum in the Commission sit-
ting en bane, the Presiding Justice of the Intermediate Ap-
pellate Court shall designate a justice of said court to sit in
said case for the purpose of hearing and reaching a decision
thereon. (Sec. 187, 1978 EC, with amendments)

Sec. B8, Publication of official ballots and election relurns

and printing thereof —The Commission shall publish at least

" ten days before an election in a newspaper of general circula-
tion certified data on the number of official ballots and elec-

tion returns and the names and addresses of the printers and
the number printed by each. fNew)

cor gmite
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Article VIII.—POLITICAL PARTIES *

Sec. 60. Political party.—Political party” or “party”, when
used in this Act, means an organized group of persons pur-
suing the same ideology, political ideas or platforms of povern-
ment and includes its branches and divisions. To acquire ju-
ridical personality, qualify it for subsequent accreditation, and
- to entitle it Yo the rights and privileges herein granted to

: NDIDATES AND
1o [X.—ELIGIBILITY OF CAND
Article 32 TIFICATE OF CANDIDACY

* Section 2 (5) of Article IX-C of the 1937 Constitution states one
of the powers of the Comelec: . .
. (5) Register, after sufficient publication, political parties, organ-
izations, or coalitions which, in addition to other requirements, must
present their platform or program of government; and accredit citi-
zens' arms of the Commission on Elections. Religious denominations
and sects shall not be registered. Those which seek to achicve their
goals through violence or unlawful means, or refuse to uphoild and
adhere to this Constitution, or which are supported by any foreign
government shall likewise be refused registration. .
Financial contributions from foreign governments and their agen-
cics to political parties, organizations, coalitions or candidates related
to elections constitute interference in national affairs, and when ac-
_cepted, .shall be an additional! ground for the cancellation of their

registration with the Commission, in addition to other penalties that
may be preseribed by law. .

the Philippines.—No person may be elected President 011'J }X;lce:
President unless he ig a natural-born c1t1zer.1 of tliae ; for}i]; |
pines, a registered voter, able to re_ad and awrxte; :ﬁl e:'l?:s 3 ths; ‘

’ aze on the day of election, and a r :
Bll‘c’i?i{isp;;iezgfor at least ten years immediately preceding such
election. (Secs. 2 and 4, Art. V1, Const.) *

ificati the Batasang Paem-
_ 64. Qualifications for Members of
bansiiNo ;?erson ghall be elected Member of the Batasang

See. 63. Qualifications for President and Vice-President of - J

+ Gee Sec. 2, Article VII of the 1987 Constitution.
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Pambansa as a provineial, city or district representative un-.

less he is a natural-born citizen of the Philippi

the day of the election, is at least twenty-fivem;f:;:s ?}d'a.;:
_able tp read and. write, a registered voter in the constituency’
in which he shall be elected, and a resident thereof for a period
of not less than six months immediately preceding the day of
the election. (Sec. 4, Art. VI, Const.) *+ -

A sectoral representative shall be a natural-born cijti
of .t?le .Philippines, able to read angd write, a iesigznré‘&tlfﬁg
Phl]lp}?lnes for a period of not less than one year immediately
preceding the day of the election, a bona fide member of the
s.ector he seeks to represent, and in the case of a representa-
tlvg.of the agricultural or industrial labor sector shall be a
registered voter, and on the day of the election is at least

twenty-five years of age. The youth sectoral” representative

should at least be eighteen and not be more than twenty-five
years of age on the day of the election: Provided, however
That any youth sectoral representative who attains ’the -age of’
T,wenty-flve years during his term shall be entitled to continue
in office until the expiration of his term. (Sec. 12, BP 697 ) #+

- Sc?c. 65. Qualifications of elective local officials.—The qua-
lifications for elective provincial, city, municipal and barangay

officials shall be those provid 4
* Code. (New jesen provi ed for in ‘phe Local Government

| Sec. 66. Candidates Rolding appointive offi'ce or osition.
_—Any_ person holding a public appointive office or position,

1r}clud1ng active members of the Armed Forces of the Phili :
pines, and officers and employees in government-owned or co'rI:—
trolled_corporations, shall be considered ipso facto resigned
- from his office upon the filing of his certificate of candidacy,

Sec. 67. Candidates holding elective offi i

B le ce.—Any elect
official, whether I}atmnal or local, running for any of¥ice ot}izs
than the one w.hlch- he is holding in a permanent capacity
except for President and Vice-President, shall be consider‘eci

tpso facto resigned from his office u he fili i
tificate of candidacy. ' pon the filing of his cer-

. * . N .
** Bee Secs, 3 and § of Articie VI of the 1987 Constitution on quali-

fications of Senat i
oty ator and Member of the House of Represclentatwes respec-

*** See R. A, No. 6645,
#*E% See Sec. 39 of R. A. No. 7160, the Loeal Government Code of 1991,
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Sec. 68. Disqualifications.—Any candidate who, in an ac.’
tion or protest in which he is a partay is declared by final
decision of a competent court guilty of, or found by the Com-
migsion of having (a) given money or other material consider-
ation to influence, induce or corrupt the voters or public offi-

‘cials performing electoral functionsg; (b) committed acts of

terrorism to enhance his candidacy; (c¢) spent in his election
campaign an amount in excess of that allowed by this Code;
{d) solicited, received or made any contribution prohibited un-
‘der Sections 89, 95, 96, 87 and 104; or (e) violated any of Sec-
tions 80, 83, 85, 86 and 261, paragraphs d, ¢, k, v, and c¢, sub-
paragraph 6, shall be disqualified from continuing as a candi-
date, or if he has been elected, from holding the office. Any
person who is a permanent resident of or an immigrant to a
foreign country shall not be qualified to run for any elective
office under this Code, unless said person has waived his status
as permanent resident or immigrant of a foreign country in
accordance with the residence requirement provided for in the
election laws. (See, 25, 1971 EC) '

Sec. 69, Nuisance candidates.—The Commission may, mofu-
proprio or upon a verified petition of an interested party, re-
fuse to give due course to or cancel a certificate of candidacy
if it is shown that said -certificate has been filed to put the
election process in mockery or disrepute or to cause confusion
among the voters by the similarity of the names of the reg-
istered candidates or by other circumstances or acts which
clearly demonstrate that the candidate has no bona fide inten-
tion to run for the office for which the certificate of candi-
dacy has been filed and thus prevent a faithful determination
of the true will of the electorate. (Sec. 26, 1978 EC). See Sec.
5, R. A. 6646, infra. '

Sec. T0. Guest candidacy.—A political party may nominate
and/or support candidates not belonging to it. (New)

Sec. T1. Changing political party affiliation.—An elective
official may change his party -affiliation for purposes of the
election next following his change of party within one year
prior to. such election. (New) *

* The Constitutional support for this provision was deleted by the
1986 Constitutional Commission. . While Congress may prohibit turn-
coatism, its effects should be reasonable like inability to use the name
of the former party or to use the facilities of said party but certainly
not disqualification to run as a candidate even under another party. Sec-
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Sec. 72. Effects of disqualification cases an o1
The Commission and the courts shall give priogtﬁrzzﬂjgées
-of disqualification by reason of violation of thig Act to the
end that a final decision shall be rendered not later than seven
days before the election in which the disqualification is sought.

Any candidate who has been declared by fij i
/ lid: y final jud
to be. disqualified shall not be voted for, and the vlofef rﬁiﬁ:
for him shall not be counted. .Nevertheless, if for any reason,

a candidate is not declared by final judgment before an election .

to be disqualified and he is voted for i

) ' , and receives the win-
.m‘ng' r.mmber of votes in such election, his violation of the
pxowmpns of the preceding sections shall not prevent his pro-
clamation and assumption to office. fNew)

Sec. 73. Certificate of candidacy |

. _ ¥—No person shall be elj-

g}?le for any elfzctlve public office unless he files 3 sworn CZII'-
tificate of candidacy within the period fixed herein.

A person who has filed a certific i
_ _ _ ate of candida
prl.pr to the election, withdraw the same by submittin;ytom:}fé
office concerned a written declaration under oath.

No person shall be eligible for mor i
be filed_ in the same election, and if hee f?l);n h?: ect;)rfélfciia:g
;)f candidacy for more than one office, he shall not be eligible
or any of them. However, before the expiration of the pe
riod for the filing-of certificates of candidacy, the peh's.lzn;
who has filed more than one certificate of candid,acy may de
clare under oath the office for which he desires to be elii,riblt;

and eca ' ifi i
offices.md the certificate Qf candidacy for the other office or

The filing or withdrawal of a cortif; \didacy sha
1dr _ cate of candidacy shall
m;::‘ affect wh.atever civil, eriminal or administrative liaiilities
which a candidate may have incurred. (Sec. 18, 1978 EC)

Sec. 74. Contents of cerlificatée of candi — ifi
cate qf caqdidacy shall state that thfe pZﬁg:c ;Ji'linih?t Cii;rt;fll-
noppcmg .}us candidacy for the office stated therein and tha;;
he is eligible for said office; if for Member of the Batasan
Pambans_a, the. province, including its ‘component eities higIE
1y urbanized city or district or sector which he seeks t’;o rep-
tion 71 may be elaimed to be inconsistent with the multi-party system and

coalitions of parties now permitted and i
. i : 1 ) autheorized by the 1087 Constitu.
tion. Violation of Section 71 is not a ground to disqualify a candidatenﬁf:é;:r

Section 68, supra or under any other section of this Code.

Il
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.. resent; the political party to which he belongs; civil status; .

his date of birth; residence; his post office address for all
election purposes; hig profession or occupation; that he will

, . support and defend the Constitution of the Philippines and will

maintain true faith .and allegiance thereto; that he will obey
the laws, legal orders, and decrees promulgated by the duly
constituted authorities; .that he is not a permanent resident

‘or immigrant to a foreign country; that the obligation imposed
-by his ocath is assumed voluntarily, without mental reservation

or purpose of evasion; and that the facts stated in the certifi-
cate of candidacy are true to the best of his knowledge.

Unless a candidate has officially changed his name through
a court approved proceeding, a candidate shall use in a cer-
tificate of candidacy the name by which he hags been bap-
tized, or if he has not been baptized in any church or religion,
the name registered in the office of the local civil registrar
or any other nameé allowed under the provisions of existing
law or, in the case of a Muslim, his Hadji name after per-
forming the prescribed religious pilgrimage: Provided, That
when there are two or more candidates for an office with the
‘same name and surname, each candidate, upon being made
aware of such fact, shall state his paternal and maternal sur-
name, except the incumbent who may continue to use the name
‘and surname stated in his certificate of candidacy when he was

. elected. He may alse include one nickname or stage name

by which he is generally or popularly known in the locality.

The.person filing a certificate of candidacy shall also affix
his latest photograph, passport size; a statement in duplicate
containing his bio-data and program of government not exceed-
ing one hundred words, if he go desires, (Sec. 20, 1978 EC)

Sec. 75. Filing and distribution of certificate of candidacy.
—The certificate of candidacy shall be filed on any day from
the commencement of the election peripd but not later than
the day before the beginning of the campaign period: Provided,
That in cases of postponement or failure of election under Sec-
tions 5 and 6 hereof, no additional certificate of candidacy shall
Le accepted except in cases of substitution of candidates as
provided under Section 77 hereof.

The certificates of candidacy for President and Vice-Pres-

ident of the Philippines shall be filed .in ten legible copies
with the Commission which shall order the printing of copies
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thereof for distribution to all polling places. The certificates
of candidacy for the other offices shall be filed in duplicate

with the offices herein below mentioned, together with-a num- '

" ber of clearly.legibie copies equal to twice the number of pol-
ling places in the province, city, district, municipality or ba-
rangay, as the case may be: :

{a) For representative in the Batasang Pambansa, with
the Commission, the provincial election supervisor, city election
registrar in case of highly urbanized cities, or an officer de-
signated hy the Commission having jurisdiction over the prov-

ince, city or representative distriet who shall send copies there--

of to all polling places in the province, city or district;

(b) For provincial offices, with the provincial election su-
pervisor of the provinee concerned who shall send copies there-
of to all polling places in the province; '

{c) For city and municipal offices, wi'&: the city or munic-
ipal election registrar who shall send copies thereof to all pol-
ling places in the city or municipality; and

(d) For punong barangay or ]cagawad' ng sangguniang ba- -

rangay, the cerfificates of candidacy shall be filed in accord-

ance with the provisions of Section 39 of Article VI of this
Code. .

The duly authorized receiving officer shall immediately
send the original copy of all certificates of candidacy received
by him to the Commission. (Sec. 24, 1978 EC and Sec. 29, 1971
EC)* . )

Sec. 76. Ministerial duty of receiving and acknowledging
recetpt.—The Commission, provincial election supervisor, elec-
tion. registrar-or officer designated by the Commission or the
board of election inspectors under the succeeding section shall
have the ministerial duty to receive and acknowledge receipt
of the certificate of candidacy. (Sec. 25, 1978 EC) '

Sec. 77. Candidates in case of death, disqualification or
withdrawal of another—If after the last day for the filing
of certificates of candidacy, an official candidate of a regis-
.- tered or accredited political party dies, withdraws or is dis-
qualified for any cause, only a person belonging to, and cer-
tified by, the same political party may file.a certificate of

*Sce Sec. 7 of R, A. No. 7166, infra, .
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candidacy to replace the candidatg who dieq, w:thd;e“;hor \,r;;si
disqualified. The substitute canc.h_date 'npmlnated yd'd e prr
tical party concerned may file his cc_ertlflcate of candi aciions_
the office affected in accordance with the Qreced;;:%hzegeath.
not later than mid-day of the day of the election. e d da,
‘withdrawal or disqualification should occur betw%en rtificat};
before the election and mid-day of elt?ctlo.n day, sai . ceth ate.

may be filed with any board of electu?n 1nspectqrs in the p -
" tical subdivision where he is a capdld&t_e, or, in the caset
candidates to be voted for by the entire eleétorate of the couTx ry,
with the Commission. {Sec. 28, 1978 EC)

Sec, 78. Petition to deny due course to or cancel a certéfz-
cate of candidacy.—A verified petition.seekmg to defr_llyd ll)ua
course or to cancel a certificate of candidacy may be _1le rebi
any person exclusively on the gtfom.)d that any mgteg;&; o -1;
.resentation contained therein as required under Sef:tlon 1ei -
of is false. - The petition. may he filed. at-any" _tlme nol‘rcl ater
_ than twenty-five days from the time of. the filing of the r;;:r-
tificate of candidacy and shall be decided, after due no ice
and hearing, not later t}]an fifteen days before the election.

Article X—CAMPAIGN AND ELECTION PROPAGANDA

Sec. 79. Definitions.—As used in this Code:

(a) The term “candidate” refers to any persopl gqgu;:nl%
for or seeking an elective public office, who has ﬁeil o go-
.. tificate of candidacy by himself or 'ghrough ant_aci:r
.. litical party, aggroupment, or coalition of par 1e?, o

(b) The term “glection qampaign" or ‘“paxf;i}:llsanI pg];l:llcgr
activity” refers to an act designed to promote e eb?(i:c on o
defeat of a particular candidate or candfldates to a pu
which shall include: L

(1) Forming organizations, associations, clubs, c?mlgn;t(-r
tees or other groups of persons for .the purpose of sg 1c1c1a n::
votes and/or undertaking any campaigh for or against a
didate . ' . 1
(2) Holding political caucuses, con.fgl'ences. meetings, era0 E |
lies, parades, or other similar as'sembhes, for tbe purpoi0 of
soliciting votes and/or undgrtakmg any campaign or prop
ganda for or against a cand:date.;

¥
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(3) Making speeches, announc
) / I ' ements or commentari
holding interviews for or agaj ' ion of iy
. gainst the elec i
date for public office: Hon of any candi.
. (4) Publishing or distributing campaign literature or ma-

terials designed to support or oppose the election of any can- . -

didate; or
\

{5) Direétly or 'indiréctl iciti
v soliciting votes .
port for or against a candidate, ¢ ’ pIe_dges o s

The foregqing enumerated acts if performed for the pur-
pose.of enhancing the chances of aspirants for nomination for
candldqc'y to a public office by a political party agprounment
or.coahtl_on of parties shall not be considered aé eTectiofl cam.
palgn or partisan election activity, -

. Public expressions or opinions or discussi ¥
Issues in a forthcoming election or on Sa&i?i)(ﬁis?ifmo? iblle
f:1c1_sms agamnst probable candidates proposed to be nominat:ed—
In a forthcoming - nolitical party convention shall not be con
: strge_d as part of any election campaign or partizan oI't'0 i
activity contemplated undes. this Article. poritiea

Sec. 30. Election campaign or partisan political activity

outside campaign period.—It shall be unlawful for any person,
r

whether or not a voter'or candidate, or for any party, or as-
s g i ion- ca i
?’iﬁf;;d p%]}iijsaloiﬁivil:y i??ggf _C;Eri?lz S:l?;"t(;zrri] rzzarll)agglnmgr
or, meetir; s to npomin(;.ate ?:ile?re?)frgz?alhgiidﬁ?]gzﬁticsaiv‘i:t?}?ive?gons
1{1;13@ -?iifg?a ;Shef Oior;mepcemgnt of th_e campaign per;:)d ;I;g
Son 35 100y o) *:'es_ldentlal and ‘.’me-Presidentia!_ election,

_ Sec. 81. Intervention of foreigners.—It sha .
fqr any f_orexgner, whether juridical or natur:Ialll)e?seor?ni?)wipdl
any c'andldz}te or political party, directly or indirectly ’or tallce
bart in or influence in any manner any election, or t;) contri-
bute or make any expenditure in connection wit’h any election
campaign or partisan political activity. (Sec. 36, 19?8 EC)mn

Sec. 82. Lawful election propagandg.— i :
paganda shall include: ganda.—Lawful election pro-

(a) Pamphlets, leaflets, cards, decals, stickers or other
—_
* See See, 6, R. A. No. 7166, infra,
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written or prihted materials of* a size not more than eight

and one-half inches in width and fourteen inches in length;
(b) Handwritten or printed letters urging voters to vote

‘for of against any particular candidate;

(¢) Cloth, paper or cardboard posters, whether framed or
posted, with an area not exceeding two feet by three feet,.
except that, at the site and on the occasion of ‘a public ‘meet-
ing or rally, or in announcing the holding of said meeting or
rally, streamers not exceeding three feet by eight feet in size,
shall be allowed; Provided, That said streamers may not be
displayed except one week before the date of the meeting or
rally and that it shall be removed within seventy-two hours
after said meeting or rally; or

(d) All other forms of election propaganda not prohibited
by. this Code as the Commission may authorize after due no-
tice to all -interested parties and hearing where all the in-
terested parties were given an equal opportunity to be heard:
Provided, That the Commission’s authorization shall be pub-~
lished in two newspapers of general circulation throughout
the nation for at least twice within one week after the au-

_thorization has been granted. (Sec. 37, 1978 EC)

See. 83. Removal, destruction or defacement of lawful elec-
tion propaganda prohibited.—It shall be unlawful for any per-
son during the campaign period to remove, destroy, obliterate,
or in any manner deface or tamper with, or prevent the dis-
tribution of lawful election propaganda. (Sec. 40, 1978 EC)

Sec. 84. Requirements for published or printed eledtion
mropagande—Any newspaper, newsletter, newsweekly, gazette
or magazine advertising, posters, pamphlets, cireulars, hand-
bills, bumper stickers, streamers, simple list of candidates or
any published or printed political matter for or against a can-
didate or group of eandidates to any public office shall bear
and be identified by the words “paid for by” followed by the
true and correct name and address of the payor and by the
words “printed by” followed by the true and correct name and
address of the printer. (Seec. 38, 1978 FC) *

Sec. 85. Prohibited forms of election propaganda.—It shall
he unlawful:

(a) To print, publish, post or distribute any poster, pam-
phlet, circular, handbill, or printed matter urging voters to
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vote fpr or against any candidate unless'they bear the names
and addresses of the printer and- payer as required in Section
84 hereof; . o

(b)‘-To' erect, put up, make use of, attach, float or dis-
play any I{ﬂlboard, tinplate-poster, ballopns and the like, of
.whatever. size, shape, form or kind, advertising for or agajinst
any candidate or political party; 7

(¢) To purchase, manufacture, request, distribute or ac-
cept electoral propaganda gadgets; such as pens, lighters, fans
of whatever nature, flashlights, athletic goods or materials,
wallets, shirts, hats, bandanas, matches, cigarettes and the like
except that campaign supporters accompanying a candidaté
shall be allowed to wear hats and/or shirts or T-ghirts ad-
+ vertising a candidate;

. (d) To show or display publicly any advertisement or pro-
paganda for or against any candidate by means of cinemato-
graphy audio-visual units or other screen projections except
telecasts which may be allowed as hereinafter provided ; and

(e) For any radio broadcaéting or television station to sell

or give free of charge air time for campaign and other poli-*

* tical purposes except as authorized in this Code under the

rules and regulations promulgated by the Commission pursuant
thereto. '

Any prohibited election propaganda gadget or advertise-
ment shall be stopped; confiscated or torn down by the rep-
resentative of the Commission upon specific authority of the
Commission. (Sec. 39, 1978 EC, modified) See Sec. 11, R. A.
6646, infra. , ' ’

Sec. 86. Regulation of election mropagenda through mass
media.—(a) The Commission shall promulgate rules and regu-
lation regarding the sale of air time for partisan political pur-
poses during the campaign period to insure that equal time

as to duration and quality is available.to all candidates for

the same office or political parties at the same rates or given
free of charge; ghat such rates are reasonable and not higher

than those charged other buyers or users of air time for non- )

po]iti-cal_ purposes that the provisions of this Code regarding
t‘he limitation of expenditures by candidates and political par-
ties and contributions by private persons, entities and institu-

tions are effectively enforced; and to ensure that said radio
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broadcasting and television stations shall not unduly allow the
scheduling of any program or permit-any sponsor to manifest-
ly favor or oppose any candidate or political party by unduly
or repeatedly referring to or including said candidate and/or
political party in such program respecting, however, in all in-
s.tances the . right of . said stations to broadeast accounts of
significant or newsworthy events and views on matters of pub-
lic interest.

(b) All contracts for advertising in any newspaper, maga-
zine, periodical or any form of publication promoting or oppo-
sing the candidacy of any person for public office shall, be-
fore its implementation, be registered by said newspaper, maga-

. zine, periodical or publication with the Commission. In every

cage, it shall be signed by the candidate concerned or by the
duly authorized representative of the politica} party.

(¢} No franchise or permit to operate a radio or television
station shall be granted or issu,pd, suspended or cancelled dur-
ing the election peried. .

Any radio or television station, including that owned or
controlled by the Government, shall give free of charge équal
time and prominence to an accredited political party or its
candidates if it gives free of charge air time to an accredited
political party or its candidates for political purposes..

In all instances, the Commission shali_supervise the use
and employment of press, radio and television facilities so as
to give candidates equal opportunities under equal circumstances
to make known their qualifications and their stand on public is-
sues within the limits set forth in this Code on election spend-
ing. (Sec. 41, 1978 EC) ’

Rules and regulations prorriulgated by the Commission un-
der and by authority of this section shall fake effect on the
seventh day a:fter their publication in at least two daily news-
papers of general circulation. Prior to the effectivity of said
rules and regulations, no political advertisement or propagan-
da for or against any candidate or political party shall be pub-
lishéd or broadcast through the mass media. {New)

Violation of the rules and regulations of the Commission
issued to implement this section shall be an election offense
punishable under Section 264 hereof. (New)
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Sec. ‘87. Rallies, meetings ond other political activities.—

Subject to the requirements of local ordinances on the issuance
of permits, any political party supporting official candidates
‘or any candidate individually or jointly with other aspirants
may hold peaceful political rallies, meetings, and other similar
activities during the campaign period: Provided, That all ap-
plications for permits to hold meetings, rallies and other similar
political activities, receipt of which must be acknowledged in
writing and which application shall be immediately posted in
a conspicuous place in the city or municipal building, shall be
acted upon in -writing by local. authorities concerned within
three days after the filing thereof and any application not
acted upon within said period shall be deemed approved: and
Provided, further, That denial of any application for said per-
mit shall be appealable to.the provincial election supervisor
or to the Commission whose decision shajl be made within forty-
eight hours and which shall be final and executory: Provided,

finally, That the only justifiable ground for denial is a prior .

written application by any candidate or political party for the
same purpose has been approved. (Sec. 43, 1978 EC)

Sec. 88. Public vally—Any political party or candidate shall
‘notify the election registrar concerned of any public rally said
political party or candidate intends to organize and hold in
the city or municipality, and within seven working days there-
after submit to the election registrar a statement of expenses
incurred in connection therewith, (Sec. 42, 1978 EC)

Sec. 89. Transportation, food and drinks—I{ shall be un-
" . lawful for any candidate, political party, organization, or any
person to give or accept, free of charge, directly or indirectly,
transportation, food or drinks or things of value during the
five hours before and after a public meeting, on the day pre-
ceding the election, and on the day of the election; or to give
or contribute, directly or indirectly, money or, things of value
for such purpese. (Sec. 44, 1978 EC)

Sec. 90. Comelec space.—The Commission shall procure
space in at least one newspaper of general circulation in every
province or city: Provided, however, That in the absence of
said newspaper, publication shall be done in any other maga-
zine or periodical in said province or city, which shall be known
as “Comelec Space” wherein candidates can announce their can-
didacy. Said space shall be allocated, free of charge, equally

OMNIBUS ELECTION, CODE ) 41

and impartially by the Commission among .'_;11 candidates wii;h-
in the area in which the newspaper is cx_x:cuiatgd. (Sec. 45,
1978 EC)

Sec. 91. Comelec poster area.—Whenever practicable, the
Commisgsion shall also designatq and provide for a cc.)rr:;igili
poster area in strategic places 1n ?ach to'wn wherein hc :
dates can announce and further their candidacy through post-

ers, said space to be likewise allocated free of charge, equally

and impartially by the Compmission among _all the candidates
concerned. (New) See Sec. 10, R. A, 6646, nfra. -

Sec. 92. Comelec time—The Commission shall prq(,:'ureh}‘a];
dio and television time to be known as-"Comelec Tlm;: wnl:;j
ghall be allocated equally and impartially amongdttel c?sim;
dates within the area of coverage of a_ll radio an d_e es ot
stations. For this purpose, the franchise of all rad io rs &
casting and television stations arc hereby amer:ide‘ Sothae' o
provide radio or televigion time, free. of charge, during

. riod of the campaign. (Sec. 46, 1978 EC)

Sec. 93. Comelec information bu'lietin.—T.he C(_er:lsswx;
shall cause the printing, and supervise th.e "dlsse_mma 10}1;‘ ge
bulleting to be known as “Comeleg:' Bulletm_ whxgh dShta e
of such size as to adequately ¢ontain Fhe p1ctur:e, b1clJI- ta} a end
program of ‘government of every cgndldate.' Said bu1 etin 8 "
be disseminated to the voters or dlsplayec_l in such p acgsi as o
give due prominence thereto. Any ”candzdate.may I{;ﬁplrll? at
his: expense, any “Comelec Bulletin” upon prior a}llu ) e}; of
the Commission: Provided, That the .prlntmg of the f:am] .
the different candidates with their bio-data must be in alp a-
betical order irrespective of part.y affiliation.

Article XI.—ELECTORAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND
EXPENDITURES
1Y

Sec. 94. Definitions.—As used in this f_\.rticle:

(a) The term “eontribution” ipcludes a gift, donatlt})]{l, sub;
scription, loan, advance or deposit of money or apy‘tt ing h(;
value, or & contract, promise or agreement to contribute, ;v_n-
ther or not legally enforceable, _made for the pur_posle do 11.-
fluencing the results of the electhns but 'sha.ll_not 1n01; etse -
vices rendered withoub compensathn by individuals vg. ;ntem-
ing a portion or all of their time in behalf of a candidaie Or

i
A
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politicftl party. It shall also include the use of facilities vo-
luntarily donated by other persons, the money value of which
can be assessed based on the rates prevailing in the area.

. (b) The term, “expenditure” includes the payment or. de-
livery of money or- anything of value, or a contract, promise
or agljeement to-make an expenditure, for the purpose of in-
fluencing the results of the election, It shall also include the
jche use of facilities personally owned by the candidate, the
money value of the use of which ¢an be assessed based OI,I the
rates prevailing in the area.

' (c) Thfe term “person” includes an .individual, partner-
ship, committee, association, corporation, and any other or-

2

ganization or group of persons. (Sec. 49, 1978 EC)

. See. 95. Prohibited bontributz’on&——No contribution for pur-
poses of partisan political activity shall be made directly or
indirectly by any of the following:

(a) Public or private financial institutions: Provided, how-
ever, That nothmg_ herein shall prevent the making of any
loa:n_ to a candidate or political party by any such public or

brivate financial institutions legally in the business of lend.

ing money, ‘and that the loan is made in accordance with laws
and regulations and in the ordinary course of business:

(b) Natural and juridical persons operating a public uti-

lity or %n possession of or exploiting any natural resources of
the nation; )

{c) Natural and juridical persons who hold contracts or
sub-r,:or.ltracts to supply the government or any of its divisions
subdivisions or instrumentalities, with goods or services or to,
perform construction or other works; '

(d.) Natural and juridical persohs who have been granted
ijanchlses, incentives, exemptions, alloeations or similar pri-
v1leg‘es or concessions by the government or any of its divisions
subdivisions or instrumentalities, ‘inciuding government-owne(i
or controlled corporations;

_ (e} Natural and juridical persons who, within one year
prior to the date of the election, have been granted loans or
other accommodations in excess of £100,000 by the gox:ern-
ment or any of its divisions, subdivisions or instrumentalities
including government-owned or controlled corporations; L

i vl
b
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(f) Educational institutions which have received grants of
public funds amounting fo no less than P100,000.00;

(g) Officials or employees in the Civil Service, or mem-
bers of the Armed Forces of the Philippines; and

(h) Foreigners and foreign corporations.

It shall be unlawful for any person to solicit or receive
any contribution from any of the persons or entities enume-
rated herein (Sec. 65, 1978 EC) :

Sec. 96. Soliciting or receiving contributions from foreign
sources.~It shall be unlawful for any person, including a po-
litical party or public or private entity to solicit or receive,
directly or indirectly, any aid or contribution of whatever form
or, nature from any foreign national, government or entity for
the purposes of influencing the results of the election. (See. 67,

1978 EC) .

Sec. 97. Prohibited raising of funds.—It shall be unlawful

- for any person to hold dances, lotteries, cockfights, games, box-

ing bouts, bingo, beauty contests, entertainments, or cinema-
tographic, theatrical or other performances for the purpose of
raising funds for an election campaign or for the support of
any candidate from the commencement.of the election period
up to and including election day; or for any person or organi-
zation, whether eivic or religious, directly or indirectly, to so-
licit and/or accept from any candidate for public office, or
from his campaign manager, agent or representative, or any
person acting in their behalf, any gift, food, transportation,
contribution or domation in cash or in kind from the com-
mencement of the election period up to .and including election

. day; Provided, That normal and customary religious stipends,

tithes, or collections on Sundays and/or other designated col-
lection days, are excluded from this prohibition. (Sec. 64, 1978

EC)

Sec. 98. True name of contributor required.—No person
shall make any contribution in any name except his own nor
shall any candidate or treasurer of a political party receive a
contribution or enter or record the same in any name other
than that of the person by whom it was actually made. (Sec. 66,
1978 EC)

Sec. 99. Report of contributions.—Every persoh giving con-
tributions to any candidate, treasurer of the party, or authorized
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representative of such candidate or treasurer shall, not later .

than thirty days after the day of the election, file with the
Commission a report under oath stating the amount of each
contribution, the name of the candidate, agent of the candidate
or political party receiving the contribotion, and the date of the
contribution. (Sec. 68, 1978 EC) See Sec. 14, R. A. 71686,
infra. ' :

Sec. 100. Limitations wupon expenses of candidates.—No
candidate shall spend for his election campaign an aggregate
amount exceeding one peso and fifty centavos for every voter
currently registered in the constituency where he filed his can-
didacy Provided, That the expenses herein referred to shall in-
clude those incurred or caused to be incurred by the candidate,
whether in cash or in kind, including the use, rental or hire
of land, water or aircraft, equipment, facilities, apparatus and
paraphernalia used in the campaign: Provided, further, That
where the land, water or, aireraft, eduipment, facilities, appa-
ratus and- paraphernalia used is owned by the candidate, his
contributor or supporter, the Commission is hereby empowered
to assess the amount commensurate with the expenses for the
use thereof, based on the prevailing rates in the locality and.
shall be included in the total expenses incurred by the can-
didate. (Seec. 51, 1978 EC) See Sec. 13, R. A. 7166, infra, -

See, 101. Limitation upon expenses of political parties.—
A duly accredited political party may spend for the election
of its candidates in the constituency or - constitnencies where
it has official candidates an aggregate amount not exceeding
the equivalent of one peso and fifty centavos for every voter
currently . registered therein. Expenses incurred by branches,
chapters or committees of such political party shall be included
in- the computation of the total expenditures of the political
party. o

Expenses incurred by other political parties shall be con-
sidered as expenses of their respective individual candidates
and subject to limitation under Section 100 of this Code (Sec.
52, 1978 EC) See Sec. 13, R. A. No. 7166, infra.

Sec. 102, Lawful expenditures.—To carry out the objec-

tives of the preceding sections, no candidate or treasurer of

& political party shall, directly or indirectly, make any expen-
- diture except for the following purposes:

(a) For travelling expenses of the candidates and campaign

-~ lies;
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i

personnel in the-course of the campaign and for personal ex-

penses incident thereto ; _
(b) For compensation. of campaigners, clerks, stenogra-

‘phers, messengers, and other persons actually employed in the

campaign;
. (¢) For telegraph and telephone tolls, postage, freight and
express delivery charges; |

(d) For stationery, printing and distribution of printed
matterg relative to candidacy; . o

(e) For employment of watchers at the.polls;

(f) For rent, maintenance and furnishing of campaign
headquarters, office or place of meetings;

(g) For political meetings and rallies Find the_ use of soun}d
systems, lights and decorations‘ during said meetings and ral-

(h) For newspaper, radio, .television and other public ad-
vertisements; - ‘

(i) For employment of counsel, the cost of which shall not
‘be taken into account in determining the amount of expenses

. which a candidate or political paljipzy may have incurred under

Sections 100 and 101 hereof; ‘ ’ .

(j) For copying and classifying list of voters, inve.sttlgf‘a.t(i

ing and challenging the right to vote of person.s -registere
in the lists the costs of which shall not be ’Faken into 'account
in determining the amount of expenses whlc%q a candidate or
political party may have incurred under Segtlons 100 and 101
hereof; or ] . ;

+ printing sampie ballots in such color, size an
maxi&;{;mF(gurflbler as maypb‘é,authorized' by the .Comnnssnon
and the cost of such printing shall not be t_aken into 'acc0unt
in determining the amount of expenses whlc"n a candidate or
political party may have incurred under Sections 100 and 101
hereof. (Sec. 53, 1978 EC) _

Sec. 103. Persons duthom'zed to incur election empendit:m.'es.
—No person, except the candidate, the treasprer‘of a pohtl‘ca]
party or any person authorized by such candldzitte or trt.aa'smer,
shall make any expenditure in support of or in opposition to

. any candidate or political party. Expenditures duly authorized
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‘qy the candidate or the treasurer of the party shall be con-
sidered as expenditures of such candidate or political party.

The authority to incur expenditures shall be in writing,
copy of which-shall be furnished the Commission signed by
the candidate or the treasurer of the party and showing the
expénditures so authorized, and shall state the full name and
exact address of the person so designated, (Sec. 54, 1978 EC)

Sec. 104. Prohibited donations by candidates, treasurers
of parties or their agents—No candidate, his or her spouse or
any relative within the second civil degree of consanguinity or
affinity, or his campaign manager, agent or representative
shall during the campaign period, on the day before and on
the day of the election, directly or indirectly, make any dona-
tion, contribution or gift in cash or in kind, or undertake or
contribute to the construction or repair of roads, bridges, school-
houses, puericulture centers, ,medical clinics and hospitals,
churches or chapels, cement pavements, or any structure for
public use or for the use of any religious or civic organiza-
tion: Provided, That normal and customary religious dues or
contributions, such as religious stipermds, tithes or collections

on Sundays or other designated collection days, as well as pe-

riodic payments for legitimate scholarships established and
school contributions habitually made before the prohibited pe-
riod, are excluded from the prohibition. ‘

The same prohibition applies to treasurers, agents or rep-
resentatives of any political party. (Sec. 63, 1978 EC)

Sec. 105. Accounting by agents of candidate or treasurer.

—Every, person receiving contributions or incurring expen-

* ditures by authority of the candidate or treasurer of the party
shall, on demand by the candidate or treasurer of the party
and in any event within five days after receiving such con-
tribution or incurring such expenditure, render to the candi-
date or the treasurer of the party concerned, a detailed account
thereof with proper vouchers or official receipts. (Sec. 55,,
1978 EC) '

Sec. 106. Records of contributions and expendityres.—(a)
"It shall be the duty of every candidate, treasurer of the poli-
tical party and person acting under the authority of such can-
didate or treasurer to issue a receipt for every contribution -
received and to obtain and keep a receipt stating the parti-
culars of every expenditure made.
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(b} Every candidate and treasurer of the party shall keep
detailed, full, and accurate records of all contributions received

.and expenditures incurred by him and by those acting under

his authority, setting forth therein all information required to
be reported.

. (¢) Every candidate and treasurer of the party shall be
responsible for the preservation of the records of contribu-

tions and expenditures, together with all pertinent documents,

for at least three years after the holding of the election to
which they pertain and for their production for inspection by
the Commission or its duly authorized representative, or upon

" presentation of a subpoena duces tecum duly issued by the Com-
. miasion. Failure of the candidate or treasurer to preserve such

records or documents shall he deemed prime facie evidence of

" violation of the provisions of this-Article. (Sec. 56, 1978 EC)

Sec. 107. Statement of contributions and expenditures.—

; - LEvery candidate and treasurer of the political party shall, not

later than seven days, or earlier than ten days before the day
of the election, file in duplicate with the office indicated in
the following section, full, true and itemized, statement of all
contributions and expenditures in connection with the election.

Within thirty days after the day of the election said can-
didate and treasurer shall also file in duplicate a supplemental
statement of all contributions and expenditures not included in
the statement filed prior to the day of the election. (Sec. 57,
1978 EC) See Sec. 14, R. A. No. 7166, infra.

Sec. 108. Place for filing statements.—The statements of
contributions and expenditures shall be filed as follows:

{a) Those of candidates for President and Vice-President,
with the Commission.

(b} Those of candidates for Members of the Batasang Pam-
bansa, with the provincial election supervisor concerned, ex-
cept those of candidates in the National Capital Region which

shall be filed with the regional election director of said re--

gion,

_ (¢) Those of candidates for provincial offices, with the
provincial election supervisor concerned. )

(d) Those of candidates for city, municipal and barangay

offices, with the election registrar concerned.
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If the statement is sent by mail, it shall be by registered
mail, and the date on which it was registered with the post
office may ‘be considered as the filing date thereof if con-
firmed on the same date by telegram or radiogram addressed
to the office or official with whom the statement should be
filed. '

The provincial election supervisors and election registrars
concerned shall, within fifteen days after’ the last day for

the filing of the statements, send to the Commission dupli-’

cate copies of all statements filed with them. (Sec. 58, 1978,

. EC, modified) . o

Sec. 109. Forin and contents of statement.—The statement
shall be in writing, subscribed and sworn to by the candidate
or by the treasurer of the party, shall be. complete as of the
date next preceding the date of filing and shall set forth in
detail (a) the ampunt of contribution, the date of receipt,
and the full name and exact address of the person from whom
the contribution was received; (b} the amount of every ex-
penditure, the date thereof, the full name and exact address
of the person to whom payment was made, and the purpose
of the expenditure (c) any unpaid obligation, its nature and
amount, and fo whom said obligation is owing; and (d) such
other particulars which the Commission may require.

If the candidate or .treasurer of the party has received no
contribution, made no expenditure, or has no pending obliga-
tion, the statement shall reflect such fact. (Sec. 59, 1978 EC)

Sec. 110. Preservation and inspection of statements.—All
statements of contributions and expenditures shall be kept and
preserved at the office where they are filed and shall consti-
tute part of the public records thereof for three years after
the election to which they pertain. They shall not be removed
therefrom except upon order of the Commission or of a com-
.petent court and shall, during regular office hours, be sub-
ject and open to inspection by the public. The officer in-charge.

. -thereof, shall, on demand, furnish certified copies of any state-

ment upon payment of the fee prescribed under Section 270°
hereof. (Sec. 60, 1978 EC)

It shall be the duty of the Commission to examine all
statements of contributions and expenditures ef candidates and
political parties to determine compliance with the provisions
of this Article (New) '
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Sec. 111, Effect of failure to file statemnet—In addition

" to- other sanctions provided in this Code, no person elected
* "to any public office shall enter upon the duties of his office

. until he has filed the statement of contributions and expen--
. ditures herein required. -

The same prohibition shall apply .if the political party

' which nominated the winning candidate fails to file the state-

ments required herein within the period prescribed by this

E Code. (Sec. 61, 1978 EC modified) See Sec. 14, R. A. 7166, infra.

Sec. 112. Report of contractor and business fim._—Every
person or firm to whom any electoral expenditure is made

* ghall, within thirty days after the day of the elgction, file

with the Commission a report setting forth the full names
and exact addresses of the candidates, treasurers of political

- parties, and other persons incurring such expenditures, the
% pature or purpose of each expenditure, the date and costs there-

of, and such other particulars as the Commission may require,
The report shall be signed and sworn to by t}}e supplier or con-
tractor, or in case of a business firm or association, by its
president or general manager. o

It shall be the duty of such person or firm to whom an
electoral expenditure is made to require every agent of a can-
didate or of the treasurer of a political party to present writ-
ten authority to incur electoral expenditures in behalf of such
candidate or treasurer, and to keep and preserve at its place
of business, subject to inspection by the Commission or its
authorized representatives, copies of such written authority,
contracts, vouchers, invoices and other records and documents
relative to said expenditures for a period of three years after
the date of the election to which they pertain. -

It shall be unlawful for any supplier, contractor or busi-
ness firm to enter into contract invelving election expendi- -
tures with representatives of candidates or political parties

without such written authority. (Sec. 69, 1978, EC)

Article XIL—REGISTRATION OF VOTERS *

Sec. 113. Permanent List of Volers.—Any provigsion of
Presidential Decree No. 1896 to the contrary netwithstanding,

* See Sec. 9, R. A. 7166, infra.
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the list of voters prepared and used in the election of Mem-
hers of the Batasang Pambansa on May 14, 1984, with such
additions, cancellations and corrections as may hereafter he
‘made in accordance with the provisiong of this Code, shall
constitute the permanent list of voters in each eity or munic-
ipality, as the case may be, until 1996.

N For purposes of the next following election, the Commis-
sion, through the election registrars, shall assign the proper
precinets and polling places to the registered voters in said list.
Written notice of any such change shall be ‘made to the af-
fected voters within two weeks therefrom.

Sec. 114. Renewal of the Permanent List.—The list of
voters, prepared in accordance with the preceding section shall

be renewed in nineteen hundred and ninety-six and every twelve
years thereafter. {New) : '

Sec. 115. Necessity of Registration.—In order that a qua-
lified elector may vote in any election, plebiseite or referendum,
he must be registered in the permanent list of voters for.the
city or municipality in which he resides. (Sec. 3, PD, 1986, as
amended).

See. 116. Who may be registered in the list.—All persons
" having complied with the requisites herein prescribed for the
registration of voters shall be registered in the list, provided
they possess all the qualifications and none of the disgualifi-

“cations of a voter. Those who failed to register in the elec- -

tion of 1984, for any reason whatsoever, may register in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this Code. Any person who
may not have on the date of registration the age or period
of residence required may also be registered upon proof that
on the date of the election, plebiscite or referendum he shall
have such qualifications. (Sec. ¢, PD, 1896, as amended)

Sec. 117. Quulifications of a voter.—Every citizen of the
Philippines, not otherwise disqualified by law, eighteen years
of age or over, who shall have resided in the Philippines for
one year and in the city or municipality wherein-he proposes
to vote for at least six months immediately preceding the elec-
tion, may be registered as a voter. '

Any person who transfers residence to another city, munic-
ipality or country solely by reason of his occupation; profes-
sion; employment in private or public service; educational ac-
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- tivities; work in military or naval reservations; service

the army, navy or air force; the constabuldry .or national po-
lice force: or confinement or detention in government insti-
tntions in accordance with law, shall be deemed not to have

lost his original residence, (Sec. 5, PD 1896, as amended)

See. 118, [)isqualiﬁcations.—-’_l‘he following shall be disqua-
litied from voting: ‘

(a) Any person who has been sentenced by final judgme.nt
to suffer imprisonment for not less than'one year, such dis-
ability not having been removed by plenary pardo_n or gl:anted
‘amnesty: Provided, however, That any person dlsquah_fled to
vote under this paragraph shall automatically redcquire the
_right to vote upon expiration of five years gfter_ service of
sentence. _ :

(b) Any person who has been adjudged by .final judgm.ent
‘hy competent court or tribunal of having committed any crime
involving disloyalty to the duly- constituted govemment st_)ch
as rebellion, sedition, violation of the anti-subversion and fire-
arms laws, or any crime against national security, unless re-
stored to his full civil and. political rights in accordance with

: law: Provided, That he shall regain his right to vote automa-

tically upon expiration of five yearsg after service of senfence.
(c) Insane or incompefent persons as declared by competent

‘. authority. (Sec. 102, 1971 EC; Sec. 75 1978.EC, as amended)

See. 119. Preparation of the permanent list of volers.—

Tor the preparation of the permanent list of voters in nine-
’ teen hundred and ninety-six and every twelve years thereafter,
the board of election inspectors referred to in Article XIV
hereof df each election precinet shall hold four meetings. on
the seventh Saturday, seventh Sunday, sixth Saturday and sixth
Sunday preceding the date of the regular el.ection‘ t? be held.
At these meetings the board shall prepare eight copies of the
list of voters of the precinct wherein it shall register the elec-
tors applying for registration. (Sec. 100, RA 180, as amended)

Sec. 120. Preparation of the list before other regular elec-
tions.—For the preparation of the list before other regular
elections, the board of election inspectors of each election pre-
cinct shall meet in the polling place on the seventh and snlxth
Saturdays before the day of the election. A't these mef:tmg,
the board shall prepare and certify eight copies of the list of
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voters of the corresponding precinct transferring thereto'the
names of the voters appearing in the list used in the preced-
ing election and including therein such: new qualified voters
as may apply for registration, as provided in Section 126 here-
of. (Sec. 101, RA 180, as amended) -

'Se(.:. 121. Preparation of the list before any 3gecial election
plebiscite or referendum.—For the preparation of the list of
voters before a special election, plebiscite or referendum, the

. board of elections inspectors of each election precinct !shall
hold & meeting in the polling place on the second Saturday
fOlIO“:’lng the day of the proclamation calling such election
At thls_ mee.ting the board shall transfer the names of the voters;
appearing in the list used in the preceding election and enter

those of the newly registered voters. (Sec :
- . 102
amended) . ‘ ( , I_BA. 180, as

‘ Sec. 122, Transfer of names of voters from t

. list to the current one.—The transfer of thefna?lze'shﬁfﬂ?xagg?:
of t_;he precincet already registered in the list used in the pre-
ceding eIec_tl'on to the list to be made as provided for in the
two pre'ce(.img sections is a ministerial duty of the board, and
any omission or error in copying shall be corrected'motu' pro-
1)7'?,0,. or upon petition of the interested party, without delay
and‘ In mo case beyond three days from the time such error is
notl_ced; and if the board should refuse, the interested party
may a..pply for such correction to the proper municipal or me-
tropqhtan trial court which shall decide the case without delay
apd In no case beyond three days from the date the petition is -
filed. The decision of the proper municipal or metropolitan trial '

court shall be final and unappealable in whatever for
ner. (Sec. 103, RA 180, as amended) m or man-

To facilitate the transfer of names of vote
_ : rs, the elee--
tion reglstljar shall deliver the hook -of ‘voters to the bo:;cd
of election Inspectors on the day before registration of voters
“to be returned after the last day of registration. {New) ,

Sec. 123. Cancellation and exclusions in th
n'ames.—-ln transferring the names of the ?otz}:'se ?fﬂa?l;ze;rcg
cinet from the list used in the preceding election to the cur-
rent. list, the board shall exclude those who have applied for
the car}cellation of their registration, those who have died, those
who did not vote in the immediately’ preceding two succ;essive
regular elections, those who have been excluded by court orders
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- issued in accordance with the provisions of this Code, and those .
- who have been disqualified, upon motion of any member of the

board or of any elector or watcher, upon satisfactory proof to
the board and upon summons to the voter in cases of disguali-

' fication. The motion shall be decided by the board without
- delay and in no case beyond three days from its filing. Should
.the board deny the motion, or fail to act therean within the

period herein fixed, the interested party may apply for such
exclusion to the municipal or metropolitan trial court which
shall decide the petition without delay and in no case beyond
three days from the date the petition is filed. The decision of
the court shall be final. The poll clerk shall keep a_record
of these exclugions and shall furnish three copies thereof to

‘the election registrar who shall, in turn keep one copy and
-send the fwo other copies thereof to the provincial election

supervigsor and the Commission, to be attached by them to the
permanent list under their custody. (Sec. 104, RA 180, as
amended) :

- Sec. 124. Meeting to close the list of voters.—The board of
election inspectors shall also meet on the second Saturday im-
mediately preceding the day of the regular election, or on the
second day immediately preceding the day of the special elec-
tion, plebiscite or referendum whether it be Sunday or a legal
holiday, for the purpose of making such inclusions, exclusions,
and corrections as may be or may have been ordered by the
courts, stating opposite every name so corrected, added, or can-
celled, the date of the order and the court which issued the

.same; and for the consecutive numbering of the voters of the

election precinct,

Should the board fail to include in the list of voters any
person ordered by competent court to be so included, said per-
son shall, upon presentation of a certain copy of the order of
inclusion and upon proper ideniification, be allowed by the
board to vote. .

Should the board fail to. exclude from the list of voters
any person ordered by the court to be so excluded, the board
shall not permit said person to vote upon presentation to it
by any interested party of a certified copy of the order of
exclusion, (Sec. 105, RA 180, as amended)

Sec. 125. Re-registration.—A voter whoe is registered in
the permanent list of voters need not register anew for sub-
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sequent elections unless he transfers residence to another city
or municipality, or his registration has been cancelled on the
.ground of disqualification and such disqualification has been

_ lifted or removed. Likewise a voter whose registration has been
cancelled due to failure td vote in the preceding regular elec-
tion may register anew in the city or municipality where he
is qualified to vote..(Sec. 132, 1971 EC; Sec. 73, 1978 EC;| as!
amended)

Sec. 126. Registration of voters—On the seventh and sixth
Saturdays before a regular election or on the second Saturday
following the day of the proclamation calling for a new special

‘ electior}, plebiscite or referendum, any person desiring to be
registered as a voter shall accomplish in triplicate before the
board of election inspectors a voter’s affidavit in which shall
he stated the following data:

(a) Name, surname,, middle name, maternal -surname;
(b) Date and place of birth; '
(¢) Citizenship;
(d) Periods of residence in the Philippines and in the place
' of registration; . - ,
(e) Exact address with the name of the street and house
number or in case there is none, a brief deseription
of the locality and the place;

(f) A statement that the applicant has not been previous-

ly registered, otherwise he shall be required to attach
a sworn application for cancellation of his previous
registration; and

Such other information or data which may be required
by the Commission.

(g)

The voter's affidavit shall also contain three specimens of
the applicant’s signature and clear and legible prints of his
left and right hand thumbmarks and shall be sworn to and
filed together with four copies of the latest identification photo-
graph to be supplied by the applicant. '

The oath of the applicant shall include a statement that
lie does not have any of the disqualifications of a voter and that
he has not been previously registered in the precinct or in any
other precinct, ' .

Before thfe applicant accomplishes his voter’s affidavit, the
boarfi“of election inspectors shall appraise the applicant of the
qualifications and disqualifications prescribed by law for a
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" .voter. It shall also see to it that the accomplished voter's affi-
“davit contain all the data therein required and that the, ap-
‘plicant’s specimen signatures, the prints of his left and right

hand thumbmarks and his photograph are properly affixed in
each of the voter’s affidavit.

- Qec. 127. Iliterate or disabled applicants.—~The voter’s af-
fidavit of an illiterate or physically ‘disabled person may be

. prepared by any relative within the fourth civil degree of con-

sanguinity or affinity or by any member of the board of elec-
tion inspectors who shall prepare the affidavit in accordance
with the data supplied by the applicant.

Sec. 128. Voter’'s identification.—The identification card is-
sued to the voter shall serve and be considered as a document
for the identification of each registered voter: Provided, how-
ever, That if the voter’s identity~is-challenged on election day
and he cannot present his voter identification card, his iden-

. tity may be established by the specimen signatures, the photo-

graph or the fingerprints in his voter’s affidavit in the bqok
of voters. No extra or duplicate copy of the voter identification -
card shall be prepared and issued except upon authority of the
Commission.

Esach identification card shall bear the name and the ‘ad-
dress of the voter, his date of birth, sex, civil status, occupa-
tion, his photograph, thumbmark, the city or municipality and
number of the polling place where he is registered, his signa-
ture, his voter serial number and the signature of the chairman
of the board of election inspectors.

Any voter previously registered under the provisions of
Presidential Decree Numbered 1896 who desires to secure a vofer
identification card shall, on any registration day, provide four
copies of his latest identification photograph to the board of
election inspectors which upon receipt thereof shall affix one
copy thereof to the voter’s affidavit in the book of voters,
one copy to'the voter identification card to be issued to the
voter and transmit through the election registrar, one copy
each to the provincial election supervisor and the Commission
to be respectively attached to the voter's -affidavit in their res-
pective custody. ’ . :

Sec. 129. Action by the bourd of election inspectors—Upon
receipt of the voter’s affidavit, the board of election inspef:tors
shall examine the data therein. If it fix_lds that the applicant

4
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possesses all the qualifications and none of the disqualifications

of g voter, he shall be registered. Otherwise, he shall not be 3

registered.

.The name and address of.each registered voter shall, im-
rne('ilately upon his registration, be entered in the proper aipha—
betieal group in the list after which the voter identification
card shall be issued to the voter. (Sec. 27, PD 1896, as amended)

Sec. 130. Provincial central file of registered voters.—There - 5

shall be a provincial central file of registered voters contain-

ing the duplicate copies of all approved voter’s affidavits in - 7’

each city and municipality in the province which shall be under
t}_le custody and supervigsion of the provincial election super-
visor. The applications shall be compiled alphabetically by pre-
cinets 50 ‘as to make the file an exact replica of the book of
voters In the possession of the election registrar.

Should the book of voters in the custods i

) y of the election
r.eglstrar be lost -or destroyed at a time so close to the elec-
tion day that there is no time to reconstitute the same, the

corresponding book of voters in the provincial file shall he |

used during the voting, '

Sec. 131. National central file of registered voiers.—There
s‘hal_l also be a national central file of registered voters con-
r_.sxstxng o_f the triplicate copies of all approved voters’ affidavits
in all. cities and municipalities which shall be prepared and
Ifept in the central office of the Commission. The applications
;r;coth;_ naiéiortlil central file shall be compiled alphabetically

rding to the surnames of the i 'S T
o e P o ae Sremes registered voters regardless

Sec. 132. Preservation of voter’s affidavits.— -
t?xe a_ffidavit of each voter shall be keptf{)y thtatsl.)oafd (:)Ofpile(::i-‘
tion inspectors until after the election when it shall deliver the
same to the election registrar together with the copibs of the
list gf voters and other election papers for use in the next
elec_thn. The election registrar shall compile the voter’s affi-
davits by precinct alphabetically in a book of voters. The other
two copies shall be sent by the board of election inspectors on
the day following the’date of the affidavit to the office of the
provincial election supervisor and the Commission in Manila
The provincial election supervisor and the Commission shall re: :
spectively file and- preserve the voter’s affidavits by city and

municipality and in alphabetical order of their surnames. The

. *
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 fourth copy shall be givén to the -voter as evidence of his reg-

istration. (Sec. 28, PD 1896, as amended)

Sec. 133. Columns.in the list of voters.—The list of voters
ghall be arranged in columns as follows: In the first column -
there shall be entered, at the time of closing of the list before
the election, a number opposite the name of each voter reg-
istered, beginning with number one and continuing in consecu-
tive order until the end of the list. In the second column, the
surnames of the registered voters shall be written in alpha-

" petical order followed by their respective first names, without

abbreviations of any kind. In the third column, the respective
residences of such persons with the name of the street and num-

" ber, or, in case there be none, a brief description of the locality

or place. 'In the fourth column, shall be entered the periods

"' of residence in the Philippines and in the city or municipality.

In the fifth column, there shall be entered on the day of the
election the numbers of the ballots which were given succes-
sively to each voter. In the sixth column, the voter shall stamp
on the day of the election the mark of the thumb of his right
hand and under said mark his signature. ‘And in the seventh
column, the signature of the chairman of the board of election
inspectors who has handed the ballot to the voter. It will be -
sufficient that the fifth, sixth, and seventh columns shall be
filled in the copy of the list under the custody of the board
of election inspectors which shall see to it that the thumbmark
is stamped plainly. (Sec. 29, PD 1896, as amended)

Sec. 134. Certificate of the board of election inspectors in
the list of voters.—Upon the adjournment of each meeting for
the registration of voters, the board of election inspectors shall
_cloge each alphabetical group of surnames of voters by writ-

_ing the dates on the mext line in blank, which shall be forth-
with signed by each member, and, before adding a new name
on the same page at the next meeting, it shall write the fol-
lowing: “Added at the.... meeting” specifying if it is the se-
cond third or fourth meeting of the board, as the case may be.
If the meeting adjourned is the last one for the registration of
voters, the board shall, besides closing each alphabetical group
of voters as above provided, add at the end of the list a certificate
(a) of the corrections and cancellations made in the permanent
list, specifying thém, or that there has been none, and (b) of
the total number of voters registered in the precinct. (Sec. 30,

PD 1896, as amended)}
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© Sec. 135. Publication of the list—At the firs the
working day following the last day of registratiotn: 0r)ufr \?oft:ie
_the 1?011 clerk shall deliver to the election registrar a copy of’
tl:xe l:st. certified to by the board of election inspectors as pro-
vided in the preceding section; another copy, also certified
_sha]l be sent to the provincial election supervisor of the prov-.
1nf:e,.and.another, likewise certified, shall be sent to the Com-
mission, in whose offices said copies shall be open to public
inspection during regular office hours. On the same day and
hour, the poll clerk shall also post a copy of the list in the
polhpg— place in a secure place on the door or near the same at
a height of a meter and a half, where it may be conveniently
consulted by the interested parties. The chairman poll clerk
and the two members of the board of election insp:actors ghall
each. k?ep a copy of the list which may be inspected by the
public in their residence or office during regular office hours

Immediately after the meeting for the closing of the list the:
Poll' clerk shall also send a notice to the election registrar f)rov-
incial election supervisor and the Commission regardir,lg the

changes and the numbering above referred o, to be attached

to the copy of the list under their custod '
e ) stody. (Sec. 31, PD 1896,

_ Sec. 136. Challenge of right to 7'egz'ster.—Ah ) -
ing 'for registration may be challenged be_fcu'ey fh;sg)l;;r%plgf
- election inspectors on any registration day by ziny member,
voter, candidate, or watcher. The board shall then examine thé
challenged person and shall receive such other evidence as it
may deem pertinent, after which it shall decide whether the
elgctor ghall be included in or excluded from the list as may
be proper. All challenges shall be heard and decided with-

out delay, and in no case beyond three days from the date the
challenge was made. -

) After the que.stion has been decided, the board of election
m;lz)_ecto;'s :I}:aélll give to cach party a brief certified statement
setting for e challenge and the decision ther

PD 1896, as amended) - | thereon. (See. 32,

) _Sec. 137. Power of the board of election tnspectors to ad-
nz?nvrster oaths and issue summons.—For the purpose of deter-
mining the right of applicants to be regisftered as voters in
the list, the ]?Of:ll‘_d of election inspectors shall have the same
power to administer oaths, to issue subpoene and subpoena ;l'ewes

OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE - 59

. tecum.and to compel witnesses to appear and testify, but the

latter’s fees and expenses incident to the process shall be paid

Y . in advance by the party in whose behalf the summons is issued.
! (Sec. 33, PD 1896 as amended) '

Sec. 138. Jurisdiction in inclusion and exclusion cases.—
The municipal and metropolitan trial courts shall have original
and exclusive jurisdiction over all matters of-inclusion and ex-

. clusion of voters from the list in their respective municipali-
_ ties or cities. Decisions of the municipal or metropolitan trial

courts may be appealed directly by the aggneved"party to
the'proper_regional_trial court within five days from receipt

" of notice thereof, otherwise said decision of the municipal or
" metropolitan trial court shall become final and executory after

said period. The regional trial court shall decide the appeal
within ten days from the time the appeal was received and its

" decision shall be immediately final and executory. No motion

for recongideration shall he entertained by the courts. (Sec. 37,
PD 1896, as amended) ‘

Sec. 139. Petition for inclusion of woters in the list.—Any

. person whose application for registration has been disapproved

by the board of election inspectors or whose name has been

" stricken out from the list may apply, within twenty days after
. the last registration day, to the proper municipal or metropoli-

tan trial court, for an order directing the board of election in-
spectors to include or reinstate his name in the list, together

o with the certificate of the board of election inspectors regarding

his case and proof of gervice of notice of his petition upon a
member of the board of election inspectors with indication of
.the time, place, and court before which the petition is to be
heard. (Sec. 38, PD) 1896 as amended) _

Sec. 140, Voters excluded through inadvertence oy registered
with an erroneous or misspelled name.—Any voter registered
in the perm;ment list who has not been included in the list
prepared for the election or who has been included therein with
a wrong or misspelled name ‘shall have the right to file an ap-
plication on any date with the proper municipal or metropoli-
tan trial court, for an order directing that his name be re-

*_ instated-in the list or that he be registered with his correct

name. He shall attach to such application a.certified copy of
the entry of his name in the list of the preceding election, to-
gether with proof that he has applied without success to the
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board of election inspectors and that he has served notice there-
of upon a member of the board. (Sec. 39, PD 1896, as amended)

. Sec, 14.1. Change of name of registered voter.—Any pre-
viously registered voter whose name has been changed by rea-
son of marriage or. by virtue of a court order may request.the
board of election inspectors during any of its meetings held
under this Article that his registration in the list be recorded
under his or her new name. T

‘ Sec. .,142. Petition .f,or exclusion of voters from the list.— .
Any registered voter in a city or municipality may apply at.

any time except during the period beginning with the twenty-
flrst.day after the last registration day of any election up to
and including election day with the proper municipal or mét-
ropolitan trial court, for the exclusion of a voter from the list,

giving the name and residence of the latter, the precinet in-

_ which he is registered, and the grounds for the challenge. The
p_etition ghall be sworn to and accompanied by proof of no-
tice to. the board of election inspectors concerned, if the same
is duly constituted, and to the challenged voters. {Sec. 40 PD
1896, as amended)

Sec. 143. Cjommqn rules governing judicial proceedings in
the matter of inclusion, exelusion, and correction of names of
vote?-s.-—(a) O_utside of regular office hours no petition for in-
011:181?;1, exclusion, or correction of names of voters shall be re-
ceived. ‘

(b) Notices to the members of the board of election in-
Specto_rs and to challenged voters shall state the place, day and
hour in which such petition shall be heard, and such notice
may be made by sending a copy thereof by registered mail or
by personal delivery or by leaving it in the possession of a
person of sufficient discretion in the residence of the said per-
son or, in the event that the foregoing procedure is not prac-
ticable, by posting 2 copy in a conspicuous place in the city
ha}ll or municipal building and in two other conspicuous places
within the city or municipality at least ten days prior to the
day set for the hearing. .

» . .

In the interest of justice and to afford the challenged voter
every opportunity to contest the petition for exclusion, the
f:o_urt cgncerned may, when the challenged voter fails to appear
in the first day set for the hearing, order that notice be effected
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' _in such manner and within such.period of time as it may

5 . decide, which time shall in no case be more than ten days from

" the day the respondent is first found in default.

(¢) Each petition shall refer to only one precinet.
(d) No costs shall be assessed in these proceedings. How-

.- ever, if the court should be gatizfied that the application has-

been filed for the sole purpose of molesting the adverse party
" and causing him to incur expenses, it may ‘condemn the cul-

pable party to pay the costs and incidental expenses.
{e) Any candidate who-may be affected by the proceedings

- may intervene and present his evidence,

(f) The decision shall be based on the evidence presented.
If the question is whether or not the voter is real or fictitious,

his non-appearance on the day set for hearing shall be prima
% . facie evidence that the registered voter is fictitious.

In no
case shall a decision be rendered upon a stipulation of facts.
(g) These applications shall be heard and decided without

delay. The decision shall be rendered within six hours after
the hearing and within ten days from the date of its filing in

court, Cases appealed to the regional trial court shall be de- -

cided within ten days from receipt of the appeal in the office
of the clerk of court. In any case, the court shall decide these
petitions not later than the day before the election and the de-
cision rendered thereon shall be immediately final and executory,
notwithstanding the provisions of Section 138 on the finality of
decisions. (Sec. 41, PD 1896, as amended)

Sec. 144. Canvass to check registration.—The election reg-
istrar shall, once every two years or oftener should the Commis-
sion deem it necessary in order to preserve the integrity of the
permanent lists of voters, conduct verification by mail or house-
to-house canvass, or both, of the registered voters of any ba-
rangay for purposes of exclusion proceedings.

Sec. 145. Annulment of permanent lists of voters—Any book
of voters not prepared in accordance with the provisions of
this Code or the preparation of which has been effected with

- fraud, bribery, forgery, impersonation, intimidation, force, or

any other similar irregularity or which list is statistically im-
probable may, upon verified petition of any voter or election
registrar, or duly registered political party, and after notice
and hearing, be annulled by the Commission: Provided, That

Ly
k]
e
N

i

H

i

1)

i

x




62 OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE

no order, ruling or decision annul.ing a book of voters shall be
executed within sixty days before an election.

Sec. 146. Reconstitution of lost or destroyed registration .

records.—The Commission shall reconstitute all registration re-
cords which have been lost or destroyed. For this purpose, it
shall be the duty of the election registrar to immediately re-
port to the Commission any case of loss or destruction of "Ap-
proved applications for registration in their custody. -Such re-
constitution shall be made with the use of the corresponding co-
pies in the national or provincial central files of 'registered
voters: Provided, That if this is not feasible, the registered

voter concerned may be summoned by the elaction registrar to

effect such reconstitution by accomplishing a new application;

Reconstituted forms shall be clearly marked with the word “re-
constituted”. o ' !

'The .reconstitutibn of any lost or détroyed application for
registration shall not affect the eriminal liability of any person

or persons who may be responsible for such loss or destruc-
tion. -

oty .

Sec. 147, Examination of registration records.—All registra-
tion records in the possession of the city or municipal election
registrar, the provincial election supervisor, and the Commis-
sion shall, during regular office hours, be open to examination
By the public with legitimate inquiries for purposes of elec-’

ion. : '

Law enforcement agencies shall, upon prior authorization
hy the Commission, have access to sajd registration records
s_hould the same be necessary to, or in aid of, their investiga-
tive functions and duties, subject to regulations promulgated by
the Commission.

Sec. 148. List of voters.—Fifteen days before the date of the
regular election or special election, referendum or plebiscite,
the board of election inspectors must post the final list of
vpters in each precinet with each and every page thereof duly
signed or subscribed and sworn to by the members of the board
of election inspectors and that failure to comply with this pro-
vision will constitute an election offense.

) Any_c.andidate or authorized representative of an acere-
dlte_d political party, upon formal request made to an election
registrar, shall be entitled to. a certified copy of the most
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. recent list of voters in any. precinict, municipality, city or pro-
‘vince, upon payment of a reasonable fee as may be prescribed

by the Commission.
Articie XIII.—'—PRECINCTS_AND POLLING PLACES

Sec. 149. Precincts and their establishmént.._—-The unit of
territory for the purpose of voting is the election precinct,
and every barangay as of the approval of this Act shall have at

least one such- precinct, (New) . .
* The Commission shall establish all election precincts. .

‘The precinets actually established in the preceding regular
election’ shall’ be maintained, but the Commission may intro-

duce such adjustments, changes or new divisions or abolish
» them, if necessary: Provided, however, That the territory com-

prising an election precinct shall not be altered or a new pre-
cinct established within forty-five days before a regular elec-
ticn and thirty days before a special election or a referendum
or plebiscite, (See. 82, 1971 EC) S .

Sec. 150. Arrangements of election precincts.—(a) Each
election precinet shall have, as far as possible not more than
three hundred voters and shall comprise, as far as practicable,
contiguous and compact territory.

(b) When it appears that an election precinet contains more
than three hundred votérs, the Commission shall, in the interest
of orderly election, and in order to facilitate the casting of
votes, be authorized to divide a precinct not later than one

“week after the last day of registration of voters. But the polling

place of all the precincts created thereby shall be located in
the same building or compound where the polling place of the
original precinct is located, and if this be not feasible, in a
place as close as possible to the polling place of the original
precinct: Provided, however, That the polling place of the new

. precinct may be located elsewhere upon written petition of the

majority of the voters of the new precinct: Provided, further
That when & precinct is divided into two or more precinets,
the registered voters shall be included in the precinct wherein
they reside. Every case of alteration of a precinct shall be
duly published by posting 2 notice of any change in conspicuous
location in the precinet, and in the municipal building or city
hall, as the case may be.
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(c) A municipality which has been merged ‘with another
municipality shall constitute at least ope election precinct, if
the distance between the remotest berangay of the merged
municipality and the nearest polling place in the municipality
to which it has been merged shall, by the shortest road, ex-
ceed five kilometers, - ’ .

(d) An island or group of islands having on;a hundred
and fifty or more voters shall constitute a precinet.

(e) Any alteration of the election precincts or the estab-
Ashment of new ones shall be communicated to the provincial
election supervisor, the provincial superintendent of schools,
ete. together with the corresponding maps, which shall be pub-
lished as prescribed in the next succeeding sections. (Sec. 83,
1871 EC) .

Sec. 151. Publication of maps or precincts.—At least five .

days before the first registration day preceding a regular elec-
tion or special election or a referendum or a plebiscite, the
Commission shall, through its duly authorized representative,
post in the city hall or municipal building and in three other
conspituous places in the city or municipality and on the door
of each polling place, a map of the city or municipality show-
ing its division into precincts with their respective boundaries
and indicating therein all streets and alleys in populous areas
-and the location of each polling place;

These maps shall be kept posted until after the election, -

referendum or plebiscite. (Sec. 84, 1971 EC)

Sec. 152. Polling place—A polling place is the building

or place where the board of election inspectors "conducts its
proceedings and where the voters shall cast their votes. (New)

Sec. 153. Destgnation of polling places.—The location of
polling places designated in the preceding regular election shall
continue with such changes as the Commission may find neces-
sary, after notice to registered political parties and candidates
in the political unit affected, if any, and hearing: Provided,
That no location shall be changed within forty-five days be-
fore a regular election and thirty days before a special elec-
tion or -a referendum or plebiscite, except in case it ig des-
troyed or it cannot be used. (Sec. 86, 1971 EC).

Sec. 154. Requirements for polling places.—Each polling
place shall be, as far as practicable, a ground floor and shall
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‘-:- be of sufficient size to admit and comfortab.]y accommodate
forty voters at one time outside the guard rail for the board

of election’inspectors.” The polling place shall be located within

: the territory of the precinct as centrally as possible with re-
spect to the residence of the voters.th'erein_ and whenever 'pos-
" aible, such location shall be along a public road. - No desig-
’“nation of polling places shall ‘be changed except ‘upon written
-, petition of the majority of the voters of the. precinct or agree-
ment of all the political parties or by resolution of the Commis-
e sion upon, prior notice and hearing, |

‘A publi¢ building having the requireménta prescribed in the

;' preceding paragraph shall be preferred as pqlling place. (Sec. 87,. .

1971 EC) . . :
Sec. 155. Building that shall not be used as polling places.

i —No polling place shall be located in a pub.lic or private build-
" ing owned, leased, or occupied by any candidate or of any per-
_"son who is related to any candidate within t.he fourth civil
. degree of consanguinity or affinity, or any officer of the gov-

ernment or leader of any political pa.rty, group or faction, nor
in any building or surrounding premises under the actual con-

trol of a private entity, .political party or rg!igigus ox_‘gani-
. zation. In places where no suitable public building is available,

private school buildings may be used as polling places. No pol-

. . ling place shall be located within the perimeter of or inside
- " military or police camp or reservation or within a prison com-

. pound. (Sec. 21, BP 697)

Any fegistered voter, candidate or political party may peti-

= tion the Commission not later than thirty days before the first

registration day for the transfer of the polling place from the

i _.prohibited buildings provided herein. Such petition shall be

heard and decided by the Commiasion within twenty days from

. the filing of the petition. Failure to effect the transfer of tl_me
~ . polling place after the Commission found it to be located in
i violation of this section within the period prescribed herein

"shall be a ground for.the postponement of the election in the
polling place concerned. _

Sec. 156. Signs and -flags of polling places.—On the day

of the voting as well as on any day that the board of election

inspectors might meet, every polling place shall pave: in front
a2 sign showing the number of the precinct to which it belongs
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and the Philippine fla

g shall be hoisted at the proper height,
(Sec. 89, 1971 EC)

Sec. 157. Arrangement and contents of polling plyces.—
Each polling place shall conform as much as possible to ‘the
sketch on the following page. {Sec. 90, 1971 EC)

Sec. 158. Voting booth.—During the voting, there shall pe

in éach polling place a booth for every twenty voters registered
in the precinet. Each booth ghall be open on the side.fronting
the table for.the board of election inspectors and its three sides
shall be closed with walls at least seventy centimeters wide
and two meters high. .The upper part shall be covered, if neces-
sary, to preserve the secrecy of the ballot. Each booth shall
have in the background a shelf so placed that voters can write
therein while standing angd shall be kept clearly lighted, by arti--
ficial lights, if necessary, during the voting.. : E
The Commission shall

*

post inside each ‘voting booth and

elsewhere in the polling pl

SEC. 159. Guard ratls.—(a) In every polling place there
shall be a guard rail between the voting booths and the table

for the board of election inspectors which shall have separate
entrance and exits, The booths shall be so

by entering through it
of election inspectors,
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and by destroying such safety deviceg,’

(b) In case of the destru

a H

pnu.n.ication_ on’th_e same day to the Commig
Incidl] election supervisor. {Sec. 93, 1971 EC)

Sec. 161. ;
there shall ﬁe Iﬂzligdbfv?:}cfisﬁ,—t}it the: beginning of the. counting
tion i ain view of th !
1on inspectors, watchers and the public, a tally hoseg hore .
: ¢ e
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names of all the registered candidates or the issues or ques-'

5 tions to be voted upon shall be written, and the poll clerk shall

record thereon the votes received by each of them as the chair-
han of the board of election inspectors reads the ballot. (Sec.
94, 1971 EC) -

Sec. 162. Furnishing of ballot boxes, forms, stationeries and
materials for election.—The Commissijon shall prepare.and fur-
nish the ballot boxes, forms, stationeries and materials neces-
sary for the registration of voters and the holding of the elec-
tion. : ‘ . :

The provincial, city and municipal treasurer shalll have cus-
tody of such election paraphernalia, supplies and materials as
are entrusted to him under the law or rules of the Commission
and shall be responsible for their preservation and storage, and
and for any loss, destruction, impairment or damage of any
election equipment, material or document in their possession
furnished under this Code. (Sec. 96, 1971 EC)

See. 163, Inspection of polling pla:ces.-—Beforé the day of
"the election, referendum or plebiscite, the Chairman of the Com-
mission shall, through its authorized representatives, see to it
that all polling places are inspected and such omissions and
defects as may be found corrected. The Commission shall keep
the reports on these inspections. {Sec. 97, 1971 EC)

ARTICLE XIV. — BOARD OF ELECTION INSPECTORS

SEC. 164. Composition and appointment of board of elect-
ion inspectors. — At least thirty days before the date when the
voters list is to be prepared in accordance with this Code, in
the case of a regular election or fifteen days before a special

election, the Commission shall, diréctly or through its duly au-
thorized representatives, constitufe a board of election inspec-.

tors for each precinct to be composed of a chairman and a poll
clerk who must be public school teachers, priority to he given
Lo civil service eligihles, and two members, each representing the
two accredited political parties. The appointment. shall state
the precinct to which they are assigned and the date of the
appointment. . (This is amended by Sec. 13, R.A. 6646, the board
having become non-partisan). . The board members shall be
public schocl teachers and if they are not enough, teachers from
private schools, employees in the civil service or other citizens
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of kn-owp probity and competence who are registered voters of
the city ‘or municipality.

~ SEC. 165. Oath of the members of the board ofr election
inspectors. — The members of the board of election inspectors,
wht;i;her permanent, substitute or temporary, shall before as-
suming their office, take and sign an oath upon forms pre-
pqrqd by the Commission, before on officer authorized to ad-
minister oaths or, in his. absence, before any other member
c_af the board of election inspectors present, or in case no one
Is pregent, they shall take it before any voter. The oaths shall

be sent immediately to the city or municipal treasurer. (Sec. . .,-'

. 157, 1971 EC)

) SEC._ 166. Qualification of members of the board 6)‘ elec-
tion inspectors. — No person shall be appointed chairman,
member or substitute member of the hoard of election ins-
pectors unless he is of. good moral character and irteproacha-
ble reputation, a registered voter of the city or munieipality

- has never been convicted of .any election offense or of any,
other crime punishable by more than six ‘months of imprison-
ment_, or if he has pending against him an information for any
election offense. He must be able to speak and write English
or the local dialect. (See. 114, 1978 EC) .

'SEC. 167, Disqualification. — No person shall serve as
chal.rman or member of the board of election ingpectors if
he is .related within the fourth civil degree of consanguinity
or affinity to any member of the board of election ingpectors
or to any candidate to be voted for in the polling place or his
spouse. (Sec. 115, 1978 EC) ‘ '

SEC. 168. Powers of the board of election inspectors, —
The board of election inspectors shall have the following po-
wers and functions: ' :

a. Conduct the voting and counting of votes in their res- .

pective polling places;

b. Act as deputies of the Commission in the supervision
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- SEC. 169. Voting privilege of members of board of elect-

ion inspectors, — Members of the board of election inspectors

and their substitutes may vote in the polling place where they
are assigned on election day: Provided, That they are registered

. voters within the province, city or municipality where they are
i assigned: and Provided, finally, That their voting in the poll-

ing places where they are not registered voters be noted in
the minutes of the board of election inspectors. (Sec. 117, 1978
EC, with modifications) {

SEC. 170, Relief and substitution of members of the board
of election inspectors. — Public school teachers who are mem-
bers of the board of election inspectors shall not be relieved

.. nor disqualified from acting as such. members, except for cause
.. and after due hearing. ‘
]

Any member of the board of election inspectors, ‘nom-
inated by a political party, as well as his substitute may at

. ,any time be relieved from office and substituted with ano-
- ther having the legal qualifications upon petition of the author-
ized representative of the party upon whose -homination the

appointment was made, and it shall be unlawful to prevent said
person from, or disturb him in, the performance of the duties

. of the said office. A record of each case of substitution shall

be made, setting forth therein the hour in which the replaced
member has ceased in the office and the status of the work of

"the board of election inspectors. Said record shall be signed

by each member of the board of election inspectors including

.the incoming and out-going officers. (Sec. 145, 1971 EC)

SEC. 171, Vacancy in the board of election ingpectors. —
Every vacancy-in thé board of election inspectors shall be filled
for the remaining period in the manner hereinbefore pres-
cribed. (Sec. 146, 1971 EC)

SEC. 172. Proceedings of the board of election inspectors.
— The meetings of the board of election inspectors shall be
public and shall be held only in the polling place authorized by

" the Commission.

and-control of the election in the polling places wherein they  “SES; The board of election inspectors shall have full authority
Aare assigned, to assure the holding of the same in a free, order- 4B to maintain order within the polling place and its premises,
ly and honest manner; and ' #  to keep access thereto open and unobstructed, and to enforce

¢. Perform such other functions prescribed by this Code By obedience to its lawful orders. » If any person shall refuse to,
.or by the rules and regulations promulgated by the Commigs- 3 obey lawful orders of the board of election inspectors, or shall
sion.  (Sec. 116, 1978 EC) . ;;.{, conduct himself in a disorderly manner in its presence or with-

Ax
o

By g
R



72 OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE

in its hearing and thereby interrupt or disturb its proceedings,
the board of election inspectors may issue an order in writing
directing any peace officer to take such person into custody
until the adjournment of the meeting, but such order shall not
be executed as to prevent any person so taken into custody
from exercising his right to vote, Such order shall be executed
by any peace officer to whom it may be delivered, but if none
be present, by any other person deputized by the board of elect-
ion inspectors in writing. (Sec. 158, 1971 EC)

SEC." 173. Prohibition of political activity, — No mem-

ber of the board of election inspectors shall engage in any
partisan political activity or take part in the elegtion except.

to discharge his duties as such and to vote, (Sec. 152, 1971
EC) .

SEC. 174. Functioning of the board of election inspee-
tors. — The board.of election inspectors shall act through
its chairman, and shall decide without delay by majority vote
all questions which may arise in the performance of its duties.
(Sec. 158, second sentence, 1971 EC) . '

- SEC. 175. Temporary vacancies. — If, at the time of the
meeting of the board of election inspectors, any member is
absent, or the office is still vacant, the members present shall
call upon the substitute or the absent members to perform the
duties of the latter; and. in case such substitute cannot be

. found, the members present shall appoint any non-partisan reg-
istered voter of the poiling place to temporarily fill said vac-
ancy until the absent member appears or the vacancy is filled.

In case there are two or more members present, they shall act -

jointly: Provided, That if the absent member is one who has
been proposed by an accredited political party, the represent-
ative of said political party or in his absence the watchers
belonging to said party shall designate a registered voter of
_.the polling place to temporarily fill said vacancy: Provided,

further, That in the event or refusal or failure of either repre-
sentative or watchers of said political party to make the de-
signation, the members of the board of election inspéctors
* present shall choose a non-partisan registered voter of the poll-
ing place to fill the vacancy. (Sec, 154, 1971 EC)

SEC. 176. Tempqmé-yAdesz'guation of members of. the board
of eleclion inspectors by watchers. — If at the time the board
of election inspectors must meet, all the positions in the board
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ion i - s i t one of the appointed
election inspectors are vacant, or if no A (

(r)rfeinbers shall appear, the watchers present may des1g1l:ate

voters of the polling place to act in the place of said members

. -until the abzentees shall appear or the Yacancies are filled.
", (Sec, 156, 1971 EC; Sec. 127, 1978 EC)

SEC. 177. Arrest of absent members. — The member or

. ion i t may or-
- members of the board of election mspectors_ presen
: g:er the arrest of any other member or substitute thereof, who

in their judgment, has absented himself with intention of obs-

-'tructing the performance of duties of the board of election ins-

pectors. (Sec. 126, 1978 EC)
ARTICLE XV. — WATCHERS
. | ‘ S :
SEC. 178. Official watchers of candidates. — Every regis-

iti iti iti rties and every
tered political party, coalition of pollt}cal pa ’
indepérlljdent candidate shall each be entitled to one watcher in

" every polling place.

erson shall be appointed watcher unless he is a
quali?izd pvoter of the city or municipalit‘:y, of_ good ripuiéation
and shall not have been convicteq by final judgment o an_g
election offense or of any other crime, must know how- to .rlga
and write Pilipino, English, Spams}} or any of the'p.levm ing
local dialects, and not related within t!le fourth ecivil degll;ee.
of consanguinity or affinity to the :cha:rman or any men;l ey
bf the board of election inspectors in the polling place w ere
he seeks appeintment as a watcher.

Tach candidate; political party or coali'tion of pOlﬂElcEﬂ pg.:-
ties shall designate. in every prov1nf:e,‘ highly urbamzet z’lvfz
or district in the Metropolitan Man.ﬂa_ area, a regres:erll allct
au'thorized, to appoint watchers, fprmsh}ng the pr.'ovmmae e ea-’

" ion supervisor or the city electior} registrar, as ‘the_ (l:au]e l'tr?m)1
be, the names of such 1'epresentat1.vgs. The Provmc.lat electi A
supervisors shall furnish the'm'umcu?al ele_ctlon regis ra;‘s qanh
election registrars of component cities with the list of sue

representatives. . .. | - L
In the case of Metropolitan, Manila, the (lefsxg11?t(110n ;);

the persons authorized to appoint: watchel.'s shall Lle fi ere }Z; t

* the Commission, which shall furnish tl_lg list of such 1.'ep' t ont
atives to the respective city and municipal election flel;glz rN;).
(Sec. 26, BP 697, with amendments) See Sec. 26 of R.A. .

7166, infrua.
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SEC. 179, Rights and duties of watchers. — Upon enter-
ing the polling place, the watchers shall present and deliver to
‘the chairman of the board of electioi inspectors his appoint-
ment, and forthwith, his name shall be recorded in the minutes
with a notation under his signature that he is not disqualified
under the second paragraph of. Section 178, The appointments
of the watchers shall bear the personal sighature or the fac-
simile signature of the candidate or the duly authorized re-
presentatives of the political party or coalition of political
parties who appointed him or of organizations authorized by
the Commission under Section 180. The watchers shall have

the right to stay in the space reserved for them inside the poll-’

ing place. They shall have the right to witness and inform

themselves of the proceedings of the board of election inspec-.

tors, including its proceedings during the registration of vo-
ters, to take notes of what they may see or hear, to take photo-
graphs of the proceedings and incidents, if any, during the

counting of votes, as well as of election returns, tally boards -

and ballot boxes, to file a protest against any irregularity or
violation of law which they believe may have been committed
by the board of election inspectors or by any of its members
or by any persons, to-obtain from the board of election ins-
pectors a certificate as to the filing' of such protest and/or of
the resolution thereon, to read the ballots after they shall have
been read by .the chairman; as well as the election returns
after they shall have been completed and signed by the mem-
bers of the board of election inspectors without touching them,
but they shall not speak to any member of the board of elect-
ion -inspectors, or to any.voter, or among themselves, in such
a manner as would distract the proceedings, and to be fur-
nished with a certificate of the number of votes in words and
figures cast for each candidate, duly signed and thumbmarked
by the chairman and all the members of the board of election
inspectors. Refusal of the chairman and the members of the
board of election inspectors to sign and furnmish such certifi-
cate shall constitute an‘election offense and shall be penalized
under this Code. (Sec. 28, BP 697)

SEC. 180. Other watchers. — The duly accredited citizens
arm of the Commission shall be entitled to appoint a watcher
in every polling place. Other civic, religious, professional,
business, service, youth and any other similar organizations,
with prior authority of the Commission, shall be entitled- col-

it e R e
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: i i . (Sec.
‘" lectively to appoint one watcher in every polling _place {
4 27, BP 697 with amendments)

ARTICLE XVI. — OFFICIAL BALLOTS AND ELECTION

RETURNS

H SEC. 181. Official ballots. — Rallots for national and local

offices shall be of uniform size and’ color and shall be pro-

vided at public expense. They shall be printed on paper with

| ‘watermarks or other marks that will readily distinguish the

' i ot shall be in the

- from ordinary paper. Each ba be in !
Eﬁggz I;?pil strip with stub and detachable coupon ;oni‘;mmbg
‘ for the thumb-

' ial number of the ballot, and a space ]
gtlzrlie?f.the voter on the detachable coupon. It ghall bear at

5 the top on the middle portion thereof the coat of arms of the

Republic of the Philippines, the words “Officia.l Balilot”,h?;ﬁ
name of the city. or the municipality and provmcelm f“ilow-
the election is held, the date of the election, and the fol

" . ing notice: “Fill out this ballot secretly inside the voting booth.

e
by

Do not put any distinctive mark on any part of this hallot.

The ballot shall also contain the_names of' allt ;he :;fnf;c_isf
to be voted for:in the election, allowing o;_}posfce the tr:i me. o
each office, sufficient space or. spaces with l‘lfO;lZOI.I I
where the voter may write the name or mames 0 e in
~ candidates voted for by him.

| There shall not be anything on the reverse side of the

. | _ ballot. :

: in cities and 'municipalities where Arabic is of
geneiﬁllsgse sl,hall have each of the titles_ of Off'wtesi tob:l?) {:0?1312
printed in Arabic in addition to and immediately
English title. . o . |

Notwithstanding the preceding provisions qf) etl;lsd?&(;t;;):{
the Commission is hereby empo_wered tp .prefstzl e g o
form of ballot to facilitate voting .-by llhtglalectronic and
e or adopt the latest technolpglcal and e o e See
g: authorized under paragraph‘ (1) of Section 52 he .
128, 1978 EC, with modification)

SEC. 182. Emergency ballots. — No ballots i?ti};]ert ﬁ:agvié};i
official ballots shall be used or counted, exceli' in the o ere
of failure to receive the official ballots-on' t“'led’ o
there are no sufficient ballots for all registere
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where they are destroyed at such time as shall render it im-
posgible to provide other official ballots, in which cases the city
or municipal treasurer shall provide other ballots which shall
be as similar to the official ones ag circumstances will permit
and which shall be uniform within each polling place. The trea-
surer shall immediately report such action to the Commission,

. The municipal treasurer shall not undertake the prepara-
tion of the emergency ballots unless the political parties, can-
didates and the organizations collectively authorized by the
Commission to designate watchers have been sufficiéntly noti-
fied to send their representatives and have agreed in writing to

the preparation and use of ‘emergency ballots. (Sec. 180, 1978 .

EC; Sec. 30, BP 697)

* SEC. 183. Requisition of official ballots and election re.
turns. — Official ballots and election returns shall be printed
upon orders of the Commission, Requisition of official bal-
lots shall be for each city and municipality, at the rate of
one and one-fifth ballots for every registered voter in the next
preceding election; and for election returns, at one set there-

of for every polling place. (Sec. 166, 1971 EC; Sec. 31, BP
697) : .

SEC. 184. Printing of official ballots and election returns.
-—— The official ballots and election returns shali be printed by
the Government Printing Office and/or the Central Bank print-
ing facilities exclusively, under the exclusive supervision and
control of the Commission which shall determine and provide
the necessary security measures jn the printing, storage and
distribution thereof. »

Each ballot shali beljoined.by a perforated line to a stub -

numbered consecutively, beginning with number “1” in each
city and municipality. Each bailot shall also have at the bot-
tom a detachable coupon bearing the same number of the stub.
Each pad of ballots shall bear on its cover the name of the city

or municipality in which the ballots are to be used and the

inclusive serial-numbers of the ballots contained therein.

The official ballots shall bé bound in separate pads of
 fifty or one hundred ballots each as may be required.

The election returns shali be prepared in sets of six co-

pies per set and shall be numbered consecutively, beginning
with numbker “1"” in each city and municipality. Each set of
the election returns shall be printed-in such a manner that will

B
b | H
i

¢ be used.

*' necessary, a special kind of carbon paper or chemically treated

. paper. (See. 163, 1971 BC; Sec. 129, 1978 EC, with modifica-
t. s) - . :
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ensure that the entries on the original of the returns are clear-
ly reproduced on the other copies thereof and shall bear the
name of the city or municipality in which the returns are to
' For this purpose, the Commission shall acquire, if

SEC. 185. Semple official ballots. — The Commission shall
provide the board of- election inspectors with sample official

.ballots at the rate of thirty ballots per polling place. The

sample official ballots shall be printed on colored paper, in
all respects like the official ballots but bearing instead the
words “Sample Official Ballot”, to be shown to the public and
used in demonstrating how to fill out and fold the official bal-

3 Jots properly. No name of any actual candidate shall be writ-

ten on the spaces for voting on the sample official ballots pro-
vided by the Commission, nor shall they be used for voting.
(Sec. 151, 1978 EC)"

SEC. 186. Distribution of official ballots and election re-
turns. — The official ballots and she election returns shall
be distributed by the Commission to. each city and municipality
at the rate of one and one-fifth ballots for every voter regis-
tered in each polling place; and for election returns, at the
rate of one set each for every polling place.

The provincial, city or municipal treasurer shall 1'eépec-
tively keep a record of the guantity and serial numbers of of-

" ficial ballots and election returns furnished the various pro-
5. | vinces, cities, municipalities and polling places, as the case may
EY be, legible copies of which record shall be furnished the duly

authorized provincial, city or municipal representatives of the
ruling party and the dominant opposition party, and the Com-
mission immediately after the distribution is made of such of-
ficial ballots and election returns.

. The Commission shall prescribe the use of official delivery

. receipts to be signed by the election registrar and the chair-

man of the board of canvassers upon receipt of the election
returns,

No official ballois or election returns shall be delivered
to the board of election inspectors earlier than the first hour
of election day: Provided, however, That the Commission,
after written nofice fo the registered political parties and the
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_candidates, may, for justifiable reasons ; i

. » may, , authorize the delivery.
of said official ballots and election returns to the board 6?

election inspectors of any particular polling pi '
lier date. (Sec. 31, BP §97) " poTing place at an ear-

SEC. 187. Committee on printiug,' storage, and distribution o

of official. ballots and election retwrns. — The Commission
shall appoint a committee of five members, two of whom shall
be froxfn among its personnel, the third to be designated by the
Commission on Audit, and the last two to. be designated by
’Fhe ruling party and the dominant opposition party to act as
1t§ representatives in supervising the printing, storage and dis
tribution of official ballots and election returns. )

o Upon the request-of any candidate, political )
civic, religious, professional, business, segvice,c yoE?lfllu:)rorar?;
s§m11ar organizations collectively designated by the Commis-
sion, the latter shall allow any person designated by any of
th_e former as watcher to ohserve the proceedings of the com-
rruttee on .the printing of official ballots and election returns,:
file objections, if any, witness the printing and distribution of
thg ballots and the returns and guard the premises of the
printer. (Sec. 82, BP (97, with wmodifications) - '

SEC. 188. Duties of the committee on printi
& printing of official
ballots and election returns. — . Under. such orders or in];];ruc-

tions as the Commission may issue, and in addition to general .

-S}lperwsion and contrel over the printing and shipment of of--
ficial 'bz}]iots and election returns, the committee on printing
of-_, official ballots and election returns shall (a) take' charge
?f the room’ or rooms where the paper and paraphernalia used -
in .the printing of official ballots and election returns are
stored and where ‘printed official ballofs and election returns
are packed_ and prepared for shipment, (b) supervise all as-
p_ects relating to the printing, storage and shipment of offi-
cial pallots and election returns and report to the Commission
zng 1(rr)egula;'ity which they believe may have been’ committed
nd (c) perform such other r i is.
sion may direct. (Sec. 32,‘%1'}3‘ g}‘?a; )e @ functions as the Gommis-

_ $EC. 189. _Repr*ese1zta$ives of the registered political par-
tieg in the verification and distribution of official ballots and
e@e;:twn refurns. — The.ruling party and the dominant oppo-
vsnfglo_n_ I?arty or their respective duly authorized represent.-
atives in the different provinces, cities and municipalities,

FERal
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shall submit the names of their respective watchers who, toge-
“ther with the representatives -of the Commission and the pro-
. vincial, city and municipal treasurer shall verify the contents
7> of .the boxes containing the shipment of official ballots, elect-

jon returns and sample official ballots received by the said trea-
* gurers. The provincial treasirers shall keep a record of their
" receipt and distribution to each municipal treasurer, while the
¢ity and municipal treasurer shall each keep a record of their
.‘distribution to the board of election inspectors. (Sec. 34, BP
* 97, with modifications) :

ARTICLE XVII. — CASTING OF VOTES

o SEC. 190. Voting hours. — The casting of votes shall start
" at seven o'clock in the morning and shall pnd at three o'clock
' in- the afternoon, except when there are voters present within
' thirty meters in front of the polling place who have not yet
cast their votes,.in which case the voting shall continue but only
'to allow said voters to cast their votes without interruption.
" The poll clerk shall, without delay, prepare a complete list
‘containing the names of said voters consecutively numbered,
" 4nd the voters so listed shall be called to'vote by announcing
. each name repeatedly three times in the. order in which they
" are listed. Any voter in the list who is not present when his
. name is called out shall not ke permitted to vote. (Sec. 35, BP
697)

:  SEC. 191. Preliminaries to the voting. — (a) The board
“of election inspectors shall meet at the polling place at six-
7 thirty o'clock in the morning ‘of election day and shall have
© -the book of voters containing all the approved applications of
i registration of voters pertaining to the polling place, the cer-
wio  tified list of voters, the certified list of candidates, the ballot
box, the official ballots, sufficient indelible pencils or bhall pens
.. for the use of the voters, the forms to be used, and all other
" materials which may be necessary.

{b) Immediately thereafter, the chairman of the board of
election inspectors shall open the ballot box, empty both of its
.~ compartments, exhibit them to all those present and being
... empty, lock its interior covers with three padlocks.

(¢) The chairman shall forthwith show to the public and
. the watchers present the package of official ballots received
from the city, or municipal treasurer duly wrapped and sealed
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and the number of pads, the serial numbers and the type forms
of the ballots in each pad appearing on the cover, and the book
of voters duly sealed. The board of election inspectors shall
then break the seals of the package of official ballots and the
book of voters. The bhoard of election inspectors shall enter

in the minutes the fact that the package of ballots, and the . ;
book of voters were shown to the public with their wrapping -

and corresponding -seals intact and/or if they find that the
wrapping and seals are broken, such fact must be stated in the
minutes as well as the number of pads and the serial nhumbers
of ballots that they find. in the package.

Ballots with separately printed serial numberé shall be’

~ deemed spurious and shall not be utilized by the hoard of elec-
tion inspectors unless the Commission representative shall or-
~ der their use in writing, stating the reasons therefor,

(d) The chairman and the two party members of the
board of election inspectors :shall retain in their possession
their respective keys to ,the padlocks during the voting.

(e) The box shall remain locked until the voting is fin-
ished and the counting begins. However, if it should become
necessary to make room for more ballots, the board of election
inspectors may -open the box in the presence of the whole board
of election inspectors and the watchers, and the chairman shall
press down with his hands the.ballots contained therein with-
out removing any of them, after which the board of election
inspectors shall close the box and lock with three padlocks as
hereinbefore provided. (See. 136, 1978 EC) See Sec. 15, R.A.

. 6646, infra. : .

SEC. 192. Persons allowed in and around the polling place.
—- During the voting, no person shall be allowed inside the
polling place, except the members of the board of election ins-
pectors, the watchers, the representatives of the Commission,
the voters casting their votes, the voters waiting for their
turn to get inside the booths whose number shall not exceed
twice the number of booths and the voters waiting for their
turn to cast their votes whose number shall not exceed twenty
at any one time.” The watchers shall stay only in the space
reserved for them, it being illegal for them to enter places
reserved for the voters or for the board of election inspectors
or to mingle and talk with the voters within the polling place.

!

L)
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. 1t shall be unlawful for any offi.cex' or mgngbe_r of the
: Armed Forces of the Philippines includmg.the Philippine gfc'ms-
tabulary or the Integrated National Police or pea}ce officer
_or any armed person belonging to any‘extra-l_egal' police ag;ncy,
pecial forces, reaction- forces, stnk‘e forces, home de ense
units, barangay tanod, or other simllar_ fqrces or para—rm.hi
tary forces, including specigl forces, security guards, specia

policemen, and all other kinds of -arm_ed or unarmed e)'ctrg-
‘legal police officers, to enter any polhpg place, unless it 11;
‘his polling place where he will vote but in such case he shou ;
“ immediately leave the polling place, and w1t_hm a _radms o

(- fifty meters from .such’ polling place, no pc_)hc_eman or peace
- officer shall be allowed to enter or stay inside the polling
n"n"i'place excépt when- there is an actual disturbancg of .the peace
- and order therein.. However, the board of election inspectors

.in. writing, duly entered in the minutes, for 1Ehe detail of
: g policeman or any peace officer for their protection or f?r t}.ze
" protection of the election documents and paraphernalia, in
" which case, the said policeman or peace officer shall stay out-
- ‘gide the polling place within a radius of thirty. me-ters near
" enough to be easily called by the board of elec;t1on inspectors
at any fime, but never at the door, and in no case §hall 1':he
gaid policeman or peace officer hold any conversation with
any voter or disturb or prevent or in any manner obstruct
-the free access of the voters to the polling place. It shall
‘likewise be unlawful for any barangay official to enter and
" stay inside any polling place except to vote or except when
serving as a watcher or member of the board' of e]ectmp ins-
pectoxs, in which case, he shall leave the polling place imme-
- diately after voting. (1978 EC; Sec. 187- & Sec. 36, BP 697)
. order of their entrance into the polling place. The voters
shall have the right to freely enter the polling place as soon
‘ag they arrive unless there are voters waiting inside, i.n which
case they shall fall in line in the order of their arr1yal fmd
. ghall not crowd around the table of the board of election ins-
" pectors. The voters after having cast their votes shall imme-
diately depart. (Sec. 138, 1978 EC)
SEC. 194. Manner of obtaining ballots. — The voter shali

approach the chairman and shall give his name and address
together with other data concerning his person. In case any

upon majority vote, if it deems necessary, may make a call

' SEC. 193. Order of voting. — The voters shall vote in the -
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- member of the board of election inspectors doubts the identity: I

of the voler, the board of election inspectors shall check his
voter's identification card or, if he does not have any, the
‘board of election inspectors shall refer to his photograph and
-signature in the voter’s application for registration. If the
board of election inspectors is satisfied with his identity,
the chairman shall distinctly announce the voter’s name in a
tone loud enough to be plainly heard throughout the polling
place. If such voter has net been challenged, or if having been:

challenged, the question has been decided in his favor, the -

voter shall forthwith affix his signature in the proper space
in the voting record, and the chairman shall, after first enter-
ing the number of the ballot in the corresponding space of the
voting record, deliver to the voter one ballot correctly folded.

No person other than the chairman shall ‘deliver official bal- ~

lots nor shali more than one ballot be delivered at one time.
(Sec. 139, 1978 EC) _ ) )

- SEC. 195.. Manner of preparing the ballot. — The voter,
upon receiving his folded ballot, shall forthwith proceed to one
of the empty voting booths and shall there fill his ballot by
writing in the proper space.for each office the name of the
individual candidate for whom he desires to vote.

- No voter shall be allowed to enter a booth occupied-by - i

another, nor enter the. same accompanied by somebody, ex-
cept - as' provided for in the succeeding section hercof, nor
stay therein for a longer time than necessary, nor speak with
anyone other than as herein provided while inside the polling
place. It shall be unlawful to prepare the ballot outside the
voting booth, or to exhibit its contents to any person, or to
erase any printing from the ballot, or tb intentionally tear or
deface the same or put thereon any distinguishing mark, It
shall likewise be unlawful to use carbon paper, paraffin paper,
or other means for making a copy of the contents of the ballot
or make use of any other means to identify the vote of the
voter. (See. 140, 1978 EC) o .

SEC. 196. Preparation of ballots for illiterate and disabled
persons. — A voter who is illiterate or physically unable to-
prepare the ballot by himself may be assisted in the prepara-
tion of his ballot ‘by a relative, by affinity or consanguinity
within the fourth civil degree or if he has none, by any per-
son of his confidence who belong to the same household eor
any member of the board of election inspectors, except the two

-, party members:

" assisting shall bind himself -in . 6 2
. to fill out the ballot strictly in accordance with the 1nstr11;ct
" tions of the voter and not to reveal the contents.of the ballo
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Provided, That no voter shall be allowed (;go

g illi ice isabled unless it 1s so Indi- -
vote as illiterate or physically disab - R ;
cated in his registration record: Provided, further; That in

e . - B - t
‘no cage shall an asgistor assist more than three times eXcep

he non-party members of ‘the board of election inspectqlrlg.
The person thus chosen shall prepare the ballot for the 1lh-

- di ' ter inside the voting booth, The person
terate o e a1 in a formal document under oath

prepared by him. Violation. of this provision shall cpnstitutg

an election offense. (Sec. 141,_1978 EC)

SEC. 157. Spoile._:;’, ballots. — If a voter should'accidentally.
spoil or deface a ballot in such a way that it cannot lawfully

note in the corresponding ‘space in the voting record that

" gaid ballot is spoiled. The voter shall ther'i be',entitled to ano-
£ ther ballot which the chairman shall give him after announcing

the serial number of the second ballot aqd reco'rdir.lg said sg—
rial number in the corresponding spaces In the _votmg record.
"If the second ballot is again spoiled or defated }n such a wag
“that it cannot lawfully be used, the same shall be surrendgrfat
“to the chairman‘and recorded in the same mannel’ as the firs
spoiled or defaced ballot, However, no voter‘ shall ‘change his
‘pallot more than twice. -

The spoiled ballot shall, without being unfolded and with-

. out removing the detachable coupon, be distinctly marked with

the word “spoiled” and signed by the board of election ins-

s i ' : d immediately placed
(. pectors on the indorsement fold thereof an
{ ?n the compartment for gpoiled ballots. (Sec. 142, 1978 EC)

SEC. 198. Voting. — (a) After the voter has filled his
.'ballot he shall fold.it in the same manner as when he r_ecelve.d
it and return it to the chairman. o ‘

(‘b) In the pi‘ésence of all the members of the board of
. election inspectors, he shall affix’ his thl_J_ml_)mark on the cor;
: fespdnding'space in the coupon, and deliver thg folded hallo
to the chairman. _ , ’

(e) The chairman, in the presence and view of the voter

and all the members of the board of election inspectors, with-

out unfolding the ballot or seeing its contepts, shall verify its

be used, he shall surrender it folded-to the chairman who shall

h
[
e
R2
i

.

e I
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number from the voting record where it was previously en- g

tered.

(d) The voter shall forthwith affix his thumbmark by ..

- the side of his signature in the space intended for that pur- g
pose in the voting record and the.chairman shall apply silver

nitrate and commassie blue on the right forefinger nail or on

_any other available finger nail, if there be no forefinger nail, .*%g

~ (e) The chairman shall sigh in the proper.space beside

the thumbmark of the voter.

(£} The chairman, after finding everything to be in order, !
shall then detach the coupon in the presence of the board of
.election inspectors and of the voter and shall deposit the folded .

ballot in the compartment-for valid ballots, and the detached
coupon in the compartment for spoiled ballots.

(g) The voter shall then depart.

Any ballot returned to the chairman whose detachable cou-
pon has been removed not in the presence.of the board of
-election inspectors and of the voter, or any ballot whose num-
ver does not coineide with the number of the ballot delivered
“to the voter, as entered in the voting record, shall be' congi-
dered as spoiled and shall be so marked and signed by the

ggr'nbers of the board of election inspectors. {Sec, 148, 1978

SEC. 199. Challenge of illegal voters. — (a) Any voter,
or watcher may challenge any person offering to vote for not
being registered, for using the name of another or suffering
_ from existing disqualification. In such case, the board of

election inspectors shall satisfy itself as to whether or not the

ground for the challenge is true by requiring proof of regis- .

tration or the identity of the voter; and

. (b) No voter shall be required to present his voter's affi-
da..wt on e_Iectip_n day unless his identity is challenged. His
failure or inability to produce his voter’s affidavit upon being

challenged, shall not preclude him from voting if his identity

be ShOWI_l frqm the photograph, fingerprints, or specimen, sip-
?1?.ture.s in hlS' approved application in the book of voters or
if he is identified under oath by a member of the board of

?lection _inspectors and such identification shall be reflected
in the minutes of the board.
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¥ .- SEC. 200.. Challenge baséd on certain illegal acts. — Any
% voter or watcher may challenge any voter offering to vote on
-ithe ground that the challenged person has received or expects
2" to receive, has paid, offered or promised to 'pay, has contri-
buted, offered or promised to contribute money or anything
¢ of value as considération for his vote or for the vote of ano-
ther; that he has made or received a promise to influence the

“a. bet or is interested directly or indirectly in a bet which de-
i pends -upon the result of the election. The challenged person
f§."shall take a prescribed oath before the.board of election ins-
1 .E{p'ectors that he has not committed any of the acts allegt\ad in
ithe challenge. ‘Upon the taking of such oath, the challenge shall
}"_‘f:jbe dismissed and the challenged voter shall be allowed to vote,
#but in case of his refusal to ‘take such oath, the challenge
shall’ be sustained and he shall not be allowed to vote. (Sec.

145, ‘1978 EC) L '

SEC. 201. Admission of challenged vote immaterial in
eriminal procéedings. — The admission of the challenged vote
.. under the two preceding sections shall not be conclusive upon
- gny court as to the legality of the registration of the voter
“.challenged or his vote in a criminal action against such per-
© gon for illegal.registration or voting. (See. 146, 1978 EC)

s SEC. 202. Record of challenges and oaths. — The poll
.. clerk shall keep a prescribed record.of challenges and oaths
i, taken in connection therewith and the resolution of the board
~ of election inspectors in each case and, upon the termination
" of the voting, shall certify that it containsg all the challenges

‘ginal copy of the minutes of the voting as provided in the
succeeding section. (Sec. 147, 1978 EC)

SEC. 203, Minutes of voting and counting of votes. —

ment in four copies setting forth the following:

The time the votinig commenced and- ended;
The serial numbers of the official ballots and élection
returns, special envelopes and seals received;

[

left “unused; _
4. The number of voters who cast their votes;
5. The number of voters challenged during the voting;
6. The names of the watchers present;

LR TS D
R
v e

”g'_fivi_ng or withholding of any such vote or that.he has made

" made. The original of this record shall be attached to the ori- .

. The board of election inspectors shall prepare and sign a state- -

3. The number of official ballots used and the number °

¥
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7. The time the counting of votes commeénced and ended:
-8. The number of official ballots found inside the com-

partment for valid ballots; :

9. The number of valid ballots, if any, retrieved from the

compartment for spoiled . ballots;

10. The number of ballots, if any, fouﬁd folded together;
11, The number of spoiled ballots withdrawn from the ;

compartment for valid ballots;
12 The number of excess ballots;
13. The number of marked ballots:
14_ The n_umber of ballots read and -counted:
15. '_l‘he t:yne the election returns were signed and seaied
. in their vespective special envelopes;
16. Th ‘natu ’ 2
| ang nufnber apd nature of Protests.made'by watchers;
17. Such other matters that the Commission may require.

7 Copies of _this- statement’ after being duly accomplished
shall be sealed 'in separate envelopes and .shall be distributed
as follows: (a) the original to the city or municipal election
registrar; (b) the second copy to be deposited inside the com-
zigtrfnentt gor v_alid. bal}llots of the ballot box; and (c¢) the third

\ ourth copies to the representati i i i
tical parties, (Sec. 148, IQI;SE‘C) Eives ?f the accred:ted poli-

] SEC. 204. Disposition of unused. ballots at the close of the
voting howrs. -—— The chairman of the board of election ins-
pectors shall prepare a list showing the number of unused
_ L‘_allots together with the serial numbers. ' This list. shall be

signed b)_z all the members of the board of election iﬁSpectors
after which all the unused ballots shall be torn halfway in thé
presence of the members of the board of election inspectors.

_SEC. 205. Prolibition of premature announcement of
_votmg. — No member of the board of election inspectors shall
before the termination of the voting, make any announcemem’:
as to whether a certain registered voter has already voted or
-not, as .to how many have already voted or how many so far
have failed to vote, or any other fact tending to show or show-
~ing the gtate of the polls, nor shall he make any statement
at any time, except as witness before a court, as to how any
person voted. (Sec. 149, 1978 EC} :

ARTICLE XVII. — COUNTING OF VOTES
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SEC, 206. -Counting to be public and. without interrup-

" bion. — As soon as the voting.is finished, the board of elec-
‘ tion . inspectors shall publicly count in the polling place the
‘ yotes cast and ascertain the results. The board of election ins-

pectors shall not adjourn or postpone or delay the count un-

" til it has been fully completed, unless otherwise ordered by
. the Commission, ’ .

The Commission, in the interest of free, orderly, and
honest elections, may order the board of “election inspectors
to count the votes and to accomplish the election returns and

" other forms prescribed under this Code in any other. place
" within a public building in the same municipality or city: Pro-

vided, That the said public building shall not be located with-

" in the perimeter of or inside a military. or police camp or re-
» ~ gervation nor inside a prison compound. (See. 150, 1978 EC)

SEC. 207. Eaxcess ballots, — Before proceeding to count

" the votes the board of election inspectors shall count the bal-
Jots' in the compartment for valid ballots without unfolding
" them or.exposing their contents, except so far as to ascertain
' that each ballot is single, and compare the riumber of ballots

in' the box with the number of voters who have voted. If there
are ‘excess ball‘o'ts,' they shall be returned in the box and tho-
roughly mixed therein, and the poll clerk, without seeing the

" ballots and with his back to the box, shall publicly draw. out

as many ballots as may be equal to the excess and without
unfolding them,. place them in.an envelope which shall be
marked “excess ballots” and which shall be sealed and signed,
by the members of the board of election inspectors. The enve-
lope shall be placed in the compartment for valid ballots, but
its contents shall .not be read in the counting of votes, If in-
the course of the examination ballots are found folded together

 before they were deposited in the box, they shall be placed in

the envelope for excess ballots. In case ballots with their
detachable coupons be found in the box, such coupons shall be.
removed and deposited in the compartment for spoiled- ballots,
and the ballots shall be included in the file of valid ballots.
If ballots with the words “spoiled” be found in the box, such
ballots shall likewise be placed in the compartment for spoiled
ballots. (Sec. 151, 1978 EC) -

SEC. 208. Marked ballots. — The board of election inspec-

. tors shall then unfold the ballots and determine whether there

are any marked ballots, and, if any be found, they shall be
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placed in an envelope labelled “marked ballots” which shall be

sealed and signed by the members of the board of election ins-
pectors and placed .in the compartment for valid ballots and
shall not be counted. A majority vote of the board of election

inspectors shall be sufficient to determine whether any .bal.  *

lot is marked or not. Non-official ballots which the board of
election inspectors may find, except those which have been

used as emergency ballots, shall be considered as marked bal-
lots. (Sec. 152, 1978 EC)

SEC. 209. Compartment for spoiled ballots. — The ballots

deposited in the compartment for spoiled ballots shall be pre-

sumed to be spoiled ballots, whether or not they contain such
notation; but if the board of election inspectors should find

that during the voting any valid ballot was erroneously depo- -

sited in .this compartment, or if any ballot separated as ex-
Cess or marked had been erroneously deposited therein, the
board of election inspectors shall open said compartment after

the voting and before-the counting of votes for the sole pur-

pose of drawing out the ballots erroneously deposited therein.
It shall then prepare and sign a statement of such fact and
lock the box with its three keys immediately thereafter. The
valid ballots so withdrawn shall be mixed with the other valid
ballots, and the excess or marked ballots shall. be placed in
their proper envelopes which shall for such purposes be opened
and again labelled, sealed, signed and kept as hereinafter ‘pro-
vided. (Sec. 153,-1978 EC) )

SEC. 210. Manner of counting yotes* — The counting of
votes shall be made in the following manner: the board of
+election inspectors. shall unfold the ballots and form separate
piles of one hundred ballots each, which ghall be held together
with rubber bands, with cardboard of the size of the' ballots
to serve as folders. The chairman of the board of election
inspeetors shall take the ballots of the first pile one by one

and read the names of candidates voted for and the offices -

for which they were voted in the order in which they appear
thereon, assuming such a position as to enahle all of the wat-

chers to read such names. The chairman shall sign and affix '. *

his right hand thumbmark at the back of the ballot immediately
after it is counted. The poll clerk, and the third member, res-
pectively,_shal] recprd on the election returns and the tally

* Refer to Section 12, R.A. No. 6646 and then to' Section 25, R.A. No.
7168, infra, ’
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:“-;":hoard or sheet each vote as the names voted for e?.ch .of_flce:
" are read. e o : ' :

vote shall .be recorded by a vertical }ine, excf:pt .
éven]? a;i:?th vote which shall be recqrded by a diagonal li)ne:
crossing the previous four vertical lines. One party _Ttem er
shall see to it that the chairman reads the vote as written 1;on
the ballot, and the other shall check the r_ecordmg of the. Vo :s
on the tally board or sheet and the elef:t;on returns seeing to
it that the same are correctly accomphshe.d. .After f1mshm]gi
the first pile of ballots, the board of election inspectors shg‘
determine the total number of votes recorded for each candi-
‘date, the sum being noted on.the tally board or sheet and on
the election returns. In-case of discrepancy such recount as
may be necessary shall be made. The ball?ts shall then be
'grouped together again as before the reading. Thereafter,

; i ond pile of
:the same procedure shall be followed with the secon
" pallots and so on successively. After all the ballots have been

read, the board of election inspectors shall sum up the totals

. recorded for. each candidate, and the aggregate sum shall.be
- recorded both on the tally board or sheet and on the election
. returns. It shall then place the counted ballots in an envelope
provided for the purpose, which shall- be closed signed and
.. deposited in the compartment for valid ballots. The tally board

or sheet ag accomplished and certified by the board of elect-

ion inspections shall not be changed or destroyed but shall

be kept in the compartment for valid ballots. (Sec. 154, 1978

- EC) ‘

SEC. 211. Rules for the appreciation of ballots. — In the
reading and appreciation of ballots, every ballot shall be pre--

~ sumed to be valid unless there is clear and good reason to
. justify its rejection. The board of election inspectors shall

observe the following rules, bearing in mind that the’obj_ect of
the election is to obtain the expression of the voters’ will;

' i idate or only

1. Where only the first name of a pandl ] |

his surname is written, the vote for .such candldate' is

valid, if there is no other candidate with the same first
name or surname for the same office.

2. Where only the first name of a candid_ate is \lettin
on the ballot, which when read, has a sound similar to
. the surname of another candidate, .the vote shall be COU?;:
ted in favor of the candidatt:‘: with spch surname, .
there are two or more candidates with the same fu
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name, first name or surname and one of them is the in-
cumbent, and on the ballot ig written only such full name, -
first name or surname, the vote shall he counted in favor

of the incumbent,

3. In case the candidate is g woman who uses her
maiden or married surname or both and there is another.

candidate with the  same surname, a ballot bearing only

such surname shall be counted in favor of the candidate
who is-an incumbent,

4. When two 'or more words are written on the same
line on the ballot, all of which are the surnames of {wo
Or more candidates, the same shall not be counted for
any of them, unless one is 4 surname of an incumbent
who has served for at least one year in which case it
shall be counted in favor of the latter,
~ When two or more words are written on different
lines on the ballot all of which are the surnames of two

-Or more candidates” bearing_ the same surname for an - of-
Tice for which the law authorizes the election of more than

one and there are the Same number of ‘such surnames

written as there are candidates with that surname, the
vote shall be counted in favor of all the candidates beayr:
ing the surname. N R o
.5 When on the ballot is written a single word which
is the first name of a candidate and which is at the same

time the surname.of his opponent, the vote shall be coun- .

ted in favor of the latter,

6. When two words are written on the ballot, one
of which is the first name of the candidate and the other
is the surname of his opponent, the vote shall not be .
counted for either. . ‘

7. A name or surname incorrectly written which, when
read, has a sound similar to the name Or surname of
a candidate when correctly written, shall be counted in
his favor.

8. When a name of.a candidate appears in a space
of the ballot for an office for which he ig a candidate

and in another space for which he is not a candidate, .

it shall be counted in his favor for the office for which

he is a candidate and the vote for the office for which

he is not' a candidate shall be considered: as stray, except
when it is used as a -means fo identify the voter, in
which case, the whole ballot shall be void.

'
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I fhe. word or words written on the apprqprl_ate b]inﬁ

on the ballot is the-identical fnime- ?)11: 11;?:122113;%& .
the case may be, of two _can

?s;n ?hea Ss:me' office none of whom is an 1n§ndr;1€eenti3

the vote shall he counted in favor of that can 1t te to
whose ticket belong all the other candldates vote
in the same ballot for the same constituency. _

9. When in a space in the ballot‘there appears a nta;me
of a candidate that is era?egt and another_' clearly written,
e ig valid for the latter. .
the ‘:(’)t The erroneocus initial of the first name _w}lrluch ilg:
companies the correct surname of a'cand'ldabe,ht & enect

neous initial of the surname accompanying the cory

- first name of a’ candidate, or the erroneous middle initial

of the candidate shall not annul the vote in favor of the

latter, . _ .
* 11. The fact that there. exists another person who is

‘not a candidate with. the first name or surname of a

.candidate shall not prevent the ndjudicat;on olf the vot‘e
he latter. . ' . o
o t-'12. Ballots which contain prefixe,s: ﬁuch ’z’xs Sr.f,
“Mr.”, “Datu”, “Don”, “Ginco’’, “Hon.”, Gop. or suf-
fixes 11ik‘e_ “Hijo", “Jr.”, “Segundo”, are valid. . 5
13. The use of the nicknames.and appellz}tlgns 0
affection and friendship, if accompanied by the f1rsh na(,)r?ee
or surname of the candidate, does not annul__suri::_f vthé
except when they were used as a means to‘u-ien i y'ded
voter, in which case ‘the whole ballot is invalid: P}Tom :
That.if the nickname used is un:acv:om_pamed by t ﬁ'n}?mhe
or surname of a candidate and it is the one by whic ¢
is generally or popularly known_ lnAthc'e local%ty, the r_xam0
shall be counted in favor of said 'candlflate, if there 1s.1;(
other candidate for the same office with the same nick-
nami'é}. Any vote containing initials only or which is illegible

" or which does not sufficiently identify the candidate for

whom it is intended shall be ‘considered as a stray vote but
shall not invalidate the whole ballot.. ' - .
15. If on the ballot is correctly written the fush nan'; ;
of a candidate but with a differt]ant sninam%ugr\:iti salif
i hd . en _
name of the candidate is correctly wri ut with o
rent first name, the vote sha!l not be coun !
f:i‘lgny candidate having such first name and/or surname
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-but the ballot shall be. considered valid for other can--

" didates.

in ink, wholly or

16. Any ballot written with crayon, lead pencil, or

in part, shall be valid.

17. Where there are two Or more candidates voted

for in an. office for which the law authorizes the elec-

tion of only one,

of any of them, but this shall not affect the validity of

the vote shall not be counted in favor

the other votes therein. ,
18. If the candidates voted for exceed the number

of those to he ele

cted, the ballot is valid, but the votes

shall be counted only in favor of the candidates whose

19. Any vote in favor of a person who has not filed

an office for whie

', & certificate of candidacy or in favor of g candidate for
h he did not present himself shall be

considered as a stray vote but it shall not invalidate the

whaole- ballot,

20. Ballots confaining the name of a candidate prin-

ted and pasted on

thereto through any mechanical process are totally null .

and void,

a blank space of the ballot or affixed

21. Circles, crosses or lines put on the spaces on which

the voter has not

voted shall be considered as ‘sigms to

indicate his desistance from voting and shall not invalid-

ate the ballot. .

22, Unless it
been deliberately p

cation marks, commas, dots, lines, or hyphens between

the first name and

$houla clearly appear that they have
ut by the voter to serve ag identifi.

surname of a candidate, or in other

parts of the ballot, traces of the letter *“T7, «y», and

other similar ones,
which the voter ‘doe

the first letters or syllables of names
8 not continue, the use of two or more

'kinds of writing and’ unintentional or accidental flour-
. ishes, strokes, or strains, shall not invalidate the ballot,

23. Any ballot

which clearly appears to have been

filled by two distinct persons before it was deposited
in the ballot box during the voting is totally null and

void.

24, Any vote cast in favor of a candidate who hag

been disqualified by final judgment shall be considered -
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" ag stray‘ anﬁ shall nét be counted but it shall not invalid-
_ate the ballot. . | o .
2b. Ballots wholly written in- Arabic in  localities
.- where it is of general use arejyalld. -To read'them, the
‘board ‘of -election .inspectors may employ an interpreter
who ‘shall take an oath that he shall read the votes cor-
rectly. - ) .

" 26. The accidental tearing or perforation -of a ballot
does not annul it. E o ‘

27. Failure to remove the detachable coupon from a

ballot does not annul suth ballot.

28. A vote for the President shall also be a vgte ffo;
‘the - Vice-President running under the same.tlcge 'Odent
.- political panty, unless the voter votes for a Vl_ce- gl;emEC)
" who does not belong to such party. (Sec. 155, 1978

: SEQ. 212. Election returns. — The bog;rd of election 111:1};
éf)ectors shall prepare the election re‘tums mmultaneou:]i%e\glin
the counting of the votes in the polling place as px('ies.c od in
Section 210 hereof. The return shall be prepare ll‘l:ES(S:ribed
plicate. The recording of wvotes shall l?e_ made as % scribed
in said section. The entry of votes .in words and fig

' for each candidate ghall be closed with the signature and: the

clear imprint of the thumbm:au'k of the rlgl}t harfldtﬁf alibtl?ce
members, likewise to be affixed in full view of el p bic,
immediately after. the last vote re'corded or Emmedlatestf: a
the name of the candidate- who did not receive any vote,

The returns shall also show the date of the.election, the

; 'polling place, the barangay and the city or municipality’ in

' ballots found in the
ich it was. held, the total number of .
:‘;}:;i)arlt;inent for valid ballots, the total number of valid ballots

“withdrawn from the compartment for spoiled ballots because _
they were erroneously placed therein, the total number of ex-

cess hallots, the total number of marked or void ballots, and

. the total number of votes obtained by each candidate, t\}&:ntlﬂg
" " out the said number in words and figures and, at ¢ e.t‘; !
' thereof, the board of election inspectors shall certi y1 h:d
{ . the contents are correct. The returns shall be accomplis ]

' if this i ible, additional
i single sheet of paper, but if this is not possible, !
;%eits Igay be used which shall be prepared.in the same man

" mer as the first sheet and likewise certified .by the board of

election inSpectors_. : '



94 OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE

- The Commission shall take sfeps so that the entries on

the first copy of the election returns are clearly reproduced

on the second, third, fourth, fifth, - and sixth -copies thereof,

- and for this c .
of paper. burpose the Commission shall use a special king

Immediately upon the accomplishment of ‘the eiecéi'on re-

turns, each copy thereof shall be sealed in the presence of -

the watchers and the public, and placed in the proper enve-

lope, which shall likewige be sealéd and’ distributed as here-.

in provided. (Sec. 156, 1978 EC)

Any election return with a sé aratel ' seri
b_er or-which bears a different sgrial nﬁzr?ﬁéft;%os;:rﬁa:ug:
signed. to _the ;_Jarticular‘ poiling place concerned shall not be
canvass_,ed. T'hls is to be determined by the board of canvas-
.serg -przo? t(? its {:anvassing on the basis of the certification of
_the- brovincial, city or ‘municipal treasurer as to the serial
num_her of the -election return assigned to thé said ti )
precinct, unless the Commission shall Jorder in writin‘; lfrclaf

its canvassing, stating th
e rea . . . .
numbers, ’ g ne re son for the variance in serial

If the signatures and/or thumbmarks of the members of .

"che b(?ard of election inspectors or some of them as required
m this provision are missing in the electioh returns, the
board o.f canvassers may summon the members of the board
of election inspectors concerned to complete the returns, (Se

15¢, 19?8 EC) Tefer to Section 19, R.A. 6646 but 1'efe1" i
to Section 27 of R.A. No. 7166, infra. . aenin

SE(?. 213. Proclamation of the result of the election in
the polling plqce. — Upon the completion of the election re-
turns, the chairman of the board of election inspectors shall
or_ally ?,nd publicly announce the total number of votes re-
ceived in the election in the polling place by each and every

one of the candi ‘stati . . 1
257, 1078 B) 1dates,lstatmg their corresponding office. (See.

SEC. 214. Disposition of election returns. - (1) In a pre-

siden“qial election: the board of election inspector

pare m_ handwriting and sign the returns gf t}(:eS ef:cililonprii
sextupllca:te in their respective polling place in a form to
pe prescribed by the Commission. One copy shall be deposited
in the compartme_nt of the ballot box for valid ballots, and in
the case of municipalities two copies .including the 'original

OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE a6

bp_jr shall be handed to the municipal election registrar who

shall immediately deliver the original copy to the provincial

‘election supervisor and forward the other copy to the Com-
.migsion, and one copy .each to the authorized representatives

of the accredited political parties. In the _case’ of the cities,
the. city registrar -shall retain the original copy for submis-

“sion to the provincial .election supervisor, and forward the

other copy to the Commission.
(2) In the election for Members of the Batasang Pam-

‘bansa: the original of the election returns shall be delivered

to the election registrar of the city or municipality for trans-
mittal to.the chairman of the provincial board of canvassers,
and direct to the chairman of the city or district board of
.canvassers in'the urbanized cities and the districts of Metro-

+.’politan Manila, as the case may be, for use in the canvass.
- ‘The second copy shall likewise be delivered to the election
ee  registrar for transmittal to the Commission. The third copy
£ ghall be deposited in the compartment for valid ballots. The

fourth copy shall be delivered to the election registrar who

"'--,shall use said copy in the tabulation ,of the advance results

of the election in the cily or muniecipality. The fifth and gixth
copies shall each respectively be delivered to the members

- representing political partiés represented in the board-of

election inspectors, )
(3) In local elections: the original copy of the election .

- returns shall be delivered to the city or municipal board of

canvassers-as a body for its use in the city or municipal can-
vass. The second copy shall be delivered to the election regis-
trar of the city or municipality for transmittal to the provin-
cial board of canvassers as a body for its use in the provincial

. canvass. 'The third copy shall likewise be delivered to the

election registrar for transmittal to the Commission. The
fourth copy shall be deposited in the compartment for valid
ballots. The fifth and sixth copies shall respectively be deli-

" vered to the members representing the-political parties repre-

.gented in the board of election inspectors.

The Commission shall promulgate rules for the speédy and
safe delivery of the election returns. (Sec. 158, 1978 EC)

SEC. 215, Board of election inspectors to issue a certifi-
cate of the number of votes polled by the candidales for an
office to the watchers. — After the announcement of the re-
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sults of the election and before leaving the polling place, it
shall be the duty of the board of election inspectors to issue .:

a certificate of the number of the votes received by a candi-
date upon request of. the watchers. All the members of the
board of election inspectors shall sign the certificate. (Sec.
159, 1978 EC) '

SEC. 216. Alterations cmd corrections in the eiect;ion re- -

turns. — Any correction or alteration made in the election
returns by the board of election inspectors before the announce-
ment of the results of the election in the polling place shall
be duly initialed by all the members thereof.

After the announcement of the results of the election

in the polling place has been made, the board of election ins-.

pectors shall not make any alferation or amendment in any
of the copies of the election returns, unless sc ordered by the

Commission upon petition of the members of the board of elect- -

ion inspectors within five days from the date of the election
or twenty-four hours from the time a copy of the election re-
turns concerned is opened by the board of canvassers, which-
ever is earlier. The petition. shall be accompanied by proof
of service upon all candidates affected. If the petition is by
all members of the bhoard of election inspectbrs and the re-
sults of the election would not be affected by said correction

and-none of the candidates affected objects thereto, the Com- -
mission, upon being satisfied of the veracity of the petition = °

and of the error alleged therein, shall order the board of elect-

‘ion inspectors to make the proper correction on the election
returns. .

However, if a candidaﬁé affected by said pefition objects
thereto, whether the petition is filed by all or only a majority
of the members of the board of. election inspectors and the

results of the election would be affected by the correction -

sought to be made, the Commission shall proceed summarily
to hear the petition. If it finds the petition meritorious and
there are no evidence or signs indicating that the identity and
integrity of the ballot box have been violated, the Commis-
sion shall order the opening of the ballot box. After satisfying
itgelf that the integrity of the ballots therein has also been
duly preserved, the Commission shall order the recounting
of the votes of the candidates affected and the proper correct-
ions made on the election returns, unless the correction sought

i
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s such that if; can be made without need of opening the ballot
_box. (Sec. 169, 1978 EC)

i d election

EC. 217. Delivery of the ballot boa:gs, k'eys an
- supplsies and documents. — Upon the termination of the c_oun't-
: ing of votes, the board of election inspectors shall .place in
the compartment for valid ballots, the envelopes for used ballots
% . hereinbefore referred to, the unused ballots, the tally board '?
" gheet, a copy of the election returns, and the lplnutes of lds
':proceedin'gs and then shall lock the ballot box with three pz;1 -
; ich i issi escribe.
locks and such safety devices as the Commission may pr
-Ic;;.nfediately after the box is locked, the three keys of the pad-
' ' i : ‘ f the board of elect-
be sealed and signed by all the members of :
i:nsinspectors. Thé authorized representatives of the Commis-

a receipt therefor, and -deliver without delay one enyelope to
" the provincial treasurer, another to the pfovmmalf fiscal and
the other to the provincial election supervisor. S

allot box, all supplies of the board of electiox_w ins-
: '.pectg“:eali]'ndl. all pertinent papers and docu.ment_s ghall 1mme(;
diately be delivered by the board of election inspectors an
" the watchers to the city or municipal treasurer wh'o shall keep
. his office open all night-on the day of election if nece§§§ry
. for this purpose, and shall 'provide the ‘necessary fa_cﬂﬂfles
" for said delivery at the expense of the c1ty or .mumelp-allty'.
" “The book of voters shall be returned to the election registrax
who- shall keep it under his custody. The treasurer and the:
' “election registrar, as the case may be, shall on the day afﬁel
v the election require the members of the board of electlo.n
" ingpetors who failed to gend the objects referred to here.m
% 4o deliver the same to him i_mmediately and acknowledge re-
ceipt thereof in detail (Sec. 161, 1978 EC) |

-record of each polling place shall be de]iyered to thz?, election
-régi‘strar who shall have custody of the same,, keeping them

in a safe place, until such time that the Commission shall give
instructions on their disposition. (Sec. 48, BP 697} -

disposition of their contents. — (a) The provinc'ial. e!e(,:tion
supervisar, the provincial treasurer and the pmvmglal fiscal
. ghall keep the envelope containing the keys in their posses-

locks shall be placed in three separate envelopes and shall

sion shall forthwith take delivery of said envelopes, gigning .

SEC. 218: Preservalion of the voting record. — The voting:

- QEC. 219. Preservation of the ballot boxes, their keys and -
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S ment or article except to retrieve copies of; the election re;u}-ns
B mﬁich will be needed in any canvass and m.suc}’l excepte ms&
neces, the members of the board of elve{:tlon 1nspect-ors and
atchers: of the candidates shall be notified of the time an?. |
pls‘lce of .the opening of said ballot box: jPromded, howﬁv‘ed,
That if there are other .copies of the _electlon returns outsiae
ii5f the ballot box which can be used in .canv,z}ss, such coplef,l _
¢of . the election returns shall be uged in gald canvas]s Ex_n

the opening of the ballot box to _retne:ve copies qf the e ecjlo; . ;
eturns placed therein shail then’ be dispensed with. (Sec. 163, . 3

sion intact during the period of three months following ‘th
election. Upon the lapse of this period, unless the Commis
sion has ordered otherwise, the provincial election supervisor’
and the provincial fiscal shall deliver to the provincial trea
surer the envelope containing the keys under their custody.

(b) The city and municipal treasurer shall keep the bal-:j
lot boxes under their responsibility for three months and;
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political exercise which might be called within the said pe
riod, provided these are not involved in any election contest
or official investigation, or the Commission or other compe-
tent authority shall demand them soconer or shall order their
preservation for a longer time in connection with any pend-
_ing contest or investigation. However, upon showing by any
candidate that the boxes will be in danger of being violated
if kept in“the possession of such officials, the Commission may
order them kept by any other official whom it may designate,
Upon the lapse of said time and if there should be no order
to the contrary, the Commission may authorize the city and
municipal treasurer in the presence of 'its representative to
open the boxes and burn their contents, except the copy of the
minutes of the voting and the election returns deposited there-
in which they shall take and keep.

' SEC. 221. Board of canvassers. — Therfa .sha}l he a boa_rd
.of canvassers for each province, city, municipality, and dis- :
trict of Metropolitan Manila as _follpws: '

(a) Provincial board of canvassers. — the prov§nc%al
board of canvassers shall be composed of_ the prowpcml
election supervisor or a senior lawyer In the' rggloqal
office of the Commission, a8 chairma.n, ‘the prov1_nc1al fis-
cal, as vice-chairman, and the provincial superintendent
of schools, and one_representat_ive fr_om each. gf the r‘u-
ling party and the dominant opposition political party

(¢) In casé of calamity or fortuitous event such as fire,
flood, storm, or other similar calamities which may acfually

cause damage to the ballot boxes and/or their contents, the

.Commission may authorize the opening of said ballot boxes

to salvage the ballots and other contents by placing them -

in other ballot boxes, taking such other precautionary measures

as may be necessary to preserve such documents. (Sec. 162, -

1978 EC)

SEC. 220. Documents and articles omitted or erromeous-

ly placed inside the ballot box. — If after the delivery of
the keys of the ballot box to the proper authorities, the board
of election ingpectors shall discover that some decuments or
articles required to be placed in the ballot box were not placed
therein, the board of election inspectors, instead of opening
the ballot box in order to place therein said documents or
articles, shall deliver the same to the Commission or its duly
- authorized representatives. In no instance shall the ballot box
be reopened.to place therein or take out therefrom any docu-

in the constituency concerned entitled to be represented,

as members. _ _
(b) City board of canvassers. — the city board of

* 7 canvassers shall be composed of the city election regis-

trar or a lawyer of the Commission, as chai'rman,.the
city fiscal and the city superintendept of schools, and one
representative from each of the rulmg_party and the d.o-
minant opposition political party entitled to be repre-
gented, as members. . . K .
(c¢) District board of canvassers of Metropolitan Ma-
nila — the district board of canvassers shall be composed
of a lawyer of the Commission, as chalrtpan, .and_ a ranki
ing fiscal in the district and -the most senior district SChO(:
supervisor in the district to be _appomted upo_n'-:onsuE
tation with the Ministry of Justice and the Ministry o
Education, Culture and Sports, respectively, and one rep-
resentative from each of the ruling party and the dom-

* Refar to Sections 28, 29 and 30 of R.A. 7166, infra.
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‘inant opposition political party in the coﬂstituency con-

cerned, as members, |

(d) Municipal board of canvassers, — iei
. boa.rd_ .of canvassers shall be composed oftht‘ilemg?elgi%ag.
registrar or a representative of the Commission, as chair
man, tl}e municipal treasurer, and the district :cmperviso;
or in his ahsence any public school principal in the muni- °
cipality and one representative from each of the ruling gl
party and the dominant opposition political party eptitled :

to be represented, as members,
{e) Board of .canvassers for newly created political

s;lbdivisions — the Commission shall constitute a board
;)_ canvas§ers_and appoint the members thereof for the
irst election in a newly created province, city or muniec- '

ipality in case the officials who shall act as members there-

of have not i ieg" i
" 5P 69?’)y8t ass?med their dutlhes and funetions, (Sec.

, .'-SEC. 222, R_elationéhip with candidates.a.ml ot.ther ?'ne'r‘n-
bers. — The chairman-and the members of the board of can-
vassers shall not be related within. the fourth civil degree

of consanguinity’ or affinity to any of the candidates whose . "33

votes will be canvassed by said board .
: , or to a
the same board. (Sec. 164, 2nd par. 1978 EC;]Y member of

SEC, 223. Prolibition against leaving official station. —

During the period beginning election day until the proclama- .

tion of the winning candidates, no memb i

: 3, er or substitute mem-
ber_ of the dlffere_:nt boards of canvassers shall be transferrtre?i
ﬁislliged or_ddettaltled outside of his official station, nor Sh"l.li
- ve said station without prior authori , i
sion. (Sec. 165, 1978 EC) ority of the Commis-

SEC. 224. Feigned illness. — Any member of the board

of cftnvassers’feigning illness in order to be. substituted on

- election day until the proclamation of the winning candidates
shall be guilty of an election offense.

-SEC. 225. Vote required. — A majority vote of all the
members of the board of canvassers shall be necessary to ren-
der a decision. {Sec. 166, 1978 EC)

SEC. 226, Incapacity and substitution of members of boards
of.ca@vassers. — In case of non-availability, absence, disqua-
hflcatlox_l due to relationship, or incapaciiy for any ,cau-se of
the chairman, the Commission shall desiznate the provincial
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o city fiscal to act as chairman. Likewise, in case-of non-
availability, absence, disqualification due to relationship, or
incapacity for any cause, of such designee, the next ranking
provincial or city fiseal shall be designated by the Commis-
gion and such designation shall pass to the next in rank until
the designee qualifies. With respect to the other members
:of the board of canvassers, the Commission ghall .appoint ag
substitute the provincial,” city or municipal officers of other
government agencies in the province, city or municipality, as
the case may be, and with respect to the representatives of the
aceredited political parties, the -Commission shall appoint as

167, 1978 EC)

.7 . SEC. 227. Supervision and control over board of can-
& passers. — The Commission shall haye direct control and sup-

7 ervision over the board of canvassers. ‘
. Any member of the-board of canvassers may, at any
. time, be relieved for cause and substituted motu proprio by
#-,.‘thg Commission. (Sec. 168, 1979 EC) .

‘.. QRC. 228. Notice of meeting of the board. — At least five
v days hefore the meeting of the board, the chairman of the board
i shall give natice to all members thereof and to each candi-
‘- date and political party of the dz%te, time and place of the

" meeting. (New) . X
. SEC. 229, Manner of delivery and transmittal of clection
!, returns, — {(a) For the city and municipal hoard of canvas-

gers, the copy of the election returns of a polling place in-
tended for the city or municipal board of canvassers, duly
placed inside a sealed envelope signed and affixed with the
imprint of the.thumb of the right hand.of all the members of
- the board of election inspectors, shall be personally delivered
3" by the members of the poard of election inspectors to the city
*- or municipal board of canvassers under proper receipt to be
signed by all the members thereof.

(b) For the provincial and district board of canvassers
in Metropolitan -Manila, the copy of the election returns of a
polling place intended for the provincial or district hoard of
canvassers in the case of Metropolitan Manila, shall be per-
sonally, delivered by the members of the board of election ins-
pectors to the election registrar for transmittal to the pro-

substitutes those nominated by the said political parties. (Sec.

e
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1

.per board of eanvassers under proper receipt to be signed b

ali the members thereof.

T}'f'e election registrar concerned shall place all the re-r?.'
turns.mt-ended for the board of canvassers inside a"bal!ot{*
box provided with. three padlocks whose ‘leys shall be keptw"‘i

as follosz: one by the election registrar, another by the rep
resent?.twe of the ruling party and the third by the repre
sentatlve_ of the dominant political opposition party,

For‘this purpose, the two political parties shall desi.g.
nate their representatives whose names shall be submitted t

the election registrar cdncern_ed on or before the tenth day_'
The three in. possession of the keys

preceding the election.
shall pérsonally transmit the ballot box, properly locked, con

taining the election returns to the board of canvassers. Wat. -
chers of political parties; coalition .of political parties, and of
organizations - collectively -authorized by the Commission to
. de'SIgnate watchers shall have the right to accompany trans- *

mittal of the ballot boxes: containing the election returns.

It shall be unlawfut for any person to delay, obstruct, im;

pede or prevent.through force, violence, coercion, intimida-

tio_n or by any means which vitiates consent, .the transmittal
of the e]ectmq returns or to take away, abscond with, destroy,
deface or mutilate or substitute the election returns or the en-

velope or the ballot box containing the election returns or to - :

violate the right of the watchers.

' _The watchers of the political parties, coalition of political
parties and the candidates shall have the “right to accom-
pany' the members of the board of election inspectors or the
election registrar in making .the delivery to the boards of
canvassers. (Sec. 42, BP 697)

"~ SEC.. 230. Safekeeping of : transmitled election refurns.
~— The board of canvassers shall keep the ballot boxes con-
taining the election returns in a safe and secure room before
and after the canvass, r
locked by three locks with the keys thereof kept as follows:
one with the chairman, the other with the representative of
the ruling party, and the other with the representative of
the dominant opposition political party. The watchers of
candidates, political parties, coalition of political parties and
organization collectively authorized by the Commission to ap-

The door to the room must be pad- .
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Lﬁaé’sers shall meet not later than six o’clock.in the afternoon
&7of election day. at the place designated by the Commission to
,';eceive the election returns and to immedigtely canvass those
#iithat may have already been received. It shall'meet continuously
om day to day until the canvass is completed, and may ad-
urn but only for the purpose of awaiting the other election
turns from other polling places within its jurisdiction. Each
5itime the board adjourns, it shall make. a total of all the votes
canvassed so far for each candidate for each office, furnishing
the Commission in Manila by the fastest means of communi-
cation a certified copy thereof, and making available the data
‘contained therein to the mass media and other interested par-
ties.. As soon as the other election returns are -delivered, the
gt hoard shall immediately resume canvassing until all the .re-
turns have been canvassed. '

“ %" The respective board of canvassers shall prepare a cer-
tificate of canvass duly signed and affixed with the imprint
of the thumb of the right hand of each member, supported
by a statement of the ygtes received by each candidate in
each polling place and; on"the basis thereof, shall proclaim as
elected the candidates who obtained the highest number of
votes cast in the province, city, municipality or barangay.

kit election offense.

o
2' ©  Bubjeet to reasonable exceptions, the board of canvassers
*.must complete their ecanvass within thirty-six hours in muni-

*.provinces. Violation hereof shall be an election offense punish-

With respect to.the election for President and Vice-Pres-
¢ ident, the provincial and city boards of canvassers shall pre-
k12 . pare in quintuplicate a certificate of canvass supported by
i a statement of votes received by edch candidate in each poll-
>. ing place and transmit the first copy thereof to the Speaker
. of the Batasang Pambansa. The second copy shall be trans-
mitted to the Commission, the third copy shall he kept by the
"'provincial election supervisor or city election registrar; the
fourth and the fifth copies to each of the two accredited poli-
tical parties. (Sec. 169, 1878 EC)

.
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Failure to comply with this requirement shall constitute an .

cipalities, forty-eight hours in cities and seventy-two hours in 7
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SEC. 232. Persons not allowed inside the convassing room, 3
— It shall be unlawful for any officer or -member of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines, including the Philippine
' Constabulary, or the Integrated National Police or any peace
officer or any armed or unarmed persons belonging to an ¢
-extra-legal police agency, special forces, reaction forces, strike
forces, home defense forces, barangay self-defense units, ba- -3
rangay tanod, or of any member of the security or police
organizations of government ministries, commissions, coun-
cils, bureaus, offices, instrumentalities, or .government-owned

or controlled corporations or their subsidiaries or of any mem-
ber of a privately owned or operated security, investigative,

protective or intelligence agency performing identical or sim-

ilar functions to enter the room where the canvassing of the
election returns are held by the board of ‘canvassers and with-

in a radius of fifty meters from such room: Provided, how-

ever, That the board of canvassers by a majority vote, if it
deems. necessary, may make. a call in writing for the detail

of policemen or any peace officers for their protection or for -

the protect_i.on of the election documents and paraphernalia in
the possession of the board; or for the maintenance of peace

and order, in which case said policemen or peace officers, who

ghall be ?n proper uniform, shall sfay outside the room with-
in a radius of thirty meters-near enough to be easily called
by the board of canvassers at any time. {New) '

SEC. 233. When the election returns arve delayed, lost or
destroyed. — In case its copy of the election returns is missing,
the board of canvassers shall, by messenger or otherwise,
obtain such missing election returns from the board of election
inspectors concerned, or if said returns have been lost or des-
troyed, the board of canvassers, upon prior-authority of the

Commission, may use any of the authentic copies of said elect- - . !

ion returns or a certified copy of said election returns issued
by the Commission, and forthwith direct its representative to

investigate the case and immediately report the matter to the
Commission.

The board of canvassers, notwithstanding the fact that
not all the election returns have been received by it, may ter-
minate the canvass and proclaim the candiﬂates, elected on
- the basis of the available election returns if the missing elect-

ion returns will not affect the results of the election. (Sec. 171,
1978 EC) :
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SEC. 234, Material defects in the election returns. — if

it ghould clearly appear that some- requisites in form o; datat
0 1 ad been omitted in the election returns, the board 01 can
;F‘vassers shall call for all the members of the ‘hoard of election

; ditious means, for
ngpectors concerned by the most gxpe ous :
hep gamé board to effect the correction: Provided, That in

case of the omission in the election returns of the name of
idate and/or, _ . _
izzv::;ei;d shall réquire the board of leectlon mspectorsff‘fo
7 complete the necessary data in the election returps a}rlld a t:;
i o vein their initials: Provided, further, That if the Vo'
omitted in the returns cannot be ascertalnefl 1')y other meiti
except by recounting the ballots, t}Ee Corpmlssmn, afte]tl' Sabf;;
fying itself that the identity and integrity of the ballo

his corresponding votes, the board of

have not been violated, shall order the board of election ins:

. the ballot box, and, .also after satisfying itself
'Eggioiisoiﬁé?ritgeof the ballots therein has heen.duly pre-
‘-':":served, order the board of election inspectors to (.:ount th.e votes
.'for the candidate whose votes have been.c_>m1tt_ed with noé
-tice thereof to all candidates for the position involved an
" thereafter complete the returns. .

The right of a candidate to avail of this provision shall

- ' lection protest is
ot be lost or affected by the fact that an e r
.]s:ubsequently filed by any of the candidates.” (Sec. 172, 1978

'EC)

5. | ) ’ - to be tampered
EC. 235. When election refilrns appeal _
Mtiaso;'cfalsified. __ 1f the election, returns submitted to the

" | : d with, altered or
- ‘hoard of canvassers appear to be tampere , -
. :lf):léli‘fied after they have left the hands of the board of election

inspectors, or otherwise not auther_ltic, or were prepat_'eilin:)iy:
the board of, electioh inspectors under duress, i'fcsrcbca,:mf -
dation, or prepared by persons other than the mem e11 0 e
board of election inspectors, thfa board of canv.z;sm;sessary
use the other copies of said election returns and, if nec .

L e copy inside the ballot box which upon previous authority

. . h
i he Commission may be retrieved in accordance vflt
%gci?o:yzgo hereof. 1f the other c_:opies of the retm:ns are :f(:(i
‘wise tampered with, altered, falsified, not authentic, pre]:) pred
under duress, force, intimidation, or pr_epaxfed by pt.arsgl?: other

than the members of the board of election inspectors,

ter to the attention of the Commission. The Commission shall

of canvagsers or any candidate affected shall bring the mat- .
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then, after giving notice to all candidates concerned and after
satisfying itself that nothing in the ballot box indicate that
its identity have been violated, order the opening of the bal-’
lot box and, likewise after satisfying itself that the integrity of
the ballots' therein has been duly preserved shall order the :g
. board of election inspectors to recount the votes of the can- %
- didates affected and prepare a new return which shall be used
" by the board of canvassers as basis of the canvass. (Sec. 178,

1978 EC) Refer to Section 17 of R.A. 6646, infra.

SEC. 236. Discrepancies in election retwrns. — In case it
appears to the board of canvassers that there exists discre-. :
pancies in the other authentic copies of the election returns
from a polling place or discrepancies. in the votes of any

candidate in words and. figures in the same return, and in
either case the difference affects the results of the election,
the Commission, upon motion of ‘the board of canvassers or
any candidate affected and after due notice to all candidates
concerned, shall proceed summarily to determige whether the
integrity of the ballot box had been preserved, and once sa-
tisfied thereof shall order the opening of the ballot box to re-
count the votes ecast in the polling place solely for the puor-
pose of determining the true result of the count of votes of
the candidates concerned. (Sec. 174, 1978 EC) Refer to Sec-
tion 17 of R.A. 6646, infra.

SEC, 237. When integrity of ballots is wviolated. — If

upon the opening of the ballot box as ordered by the Commis- .
sion under Section 224, 235 and 286, hereof, it should appear.

that there dre evidence or signs of replacement, tampering or
violation of the integrity of the ballots, the Comimission shall
not recount the ballots-but shall forthwith seal thé ballot box
and order its safekeeping. (New)

SEC. 238. Canvass of remaining -0y unquestioned returns
to continue. — In cases under Section 233, 234, 235 and 236
hereof, the board of canvassers shall continue the canvass of
the remaining or unquestioned election returns. If, after
the canvass of all the said returns, it should be determined
" that the returns which have been set aside will affect the re-
sult of the election, no proclamation shall be made except
upon orders of the Commission after due notice and hear-
ing. Any proclamation made in violation hereof shall he null
and void.” (New)

ot
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SEC. 239. Waichers. __ Each candidate, political party or

]
Wl

iti i itled to appoint one
,_{' oalition of lfmlt?caldpafrtlzivsgzgrsb ° '?;Eﬂ\iatcher ps,‘n:a.ll have
ik wa in the board of c X : _

%‘a:(;}il;;tlgo bee present at, and take note of, all the proceedings

_canvassers, to read the election retu}*ns with-
it}:;%umg (fh;m, to file a protest against any 1;regu1$}tl‘é
in the election returns submitted, and to obtain .;;(IgnEC-
'oa:i'd'of canvassers a reso]uti_o:_l thereon. (Sec. 176,. 1 78 ;
ec. 45, BP 697) Refer to-Section 26 of R.A. 7166, infra.

. SEC. 240. Election.resulting in tie. — Whenever it shall

2 ’éi)f)ear from the canvass that two or more candidates have

i i ses
eceived an equal and highest number of votes, or 1n ca

i be elected for the samg
i two or more candidates are to _ g
ﬂ?ﬁ?ﬂn and two or more candidates received the same num

ber of votes for the last place in the number to' be elected, the

+hoard of canvassers, after recording this fact in its minutes,

i i . tice to all the tied
by resolution, upon flve_ days no _al
z‘:igidaies hold a special public r}:lleefamg z}t w];;chloit:’{sleolf)oi;z
' to the drawing
of canvassers shall proceed ! s o the
i ié . ghall proclaim as electe
candidates who have tied. and s e e
idate ' d by luck, and the cand
candidatés who may be favored ‘ > canca
‘med shall have the right to assume oflt
nglzarorf:;r::r as if he had been elected by plurality of yot:.
§I‘he board of canvassers shall forthwith make a certlfacabe _
gtating the name of the candidate whp had been favored by
Juck and his proclamation on the basis thereof.

Nothing in this section shall be 'constru.ed as (};p!"ivll;lg '
a candidate of his right to contest the election. (Sec: 7,

1978 EC)

' ARTICLE XX. — PRE-PROCLAMATION
CONTROVERSIES * !

SEC. 241. Definition. — A pre-proclamat:ion contrn‘aversdy_
refers to any -question pertaining to_ or affecting t.hedplljocieny
ings of the board of canvassers w}pgh may be ralseantiy;m Y
candidate or by any registered pohtlc,al. party OI:tlfotle n o
political parties pefore the board or directly wi ne

i e et

* Refer to Section 15, R.A. No. 7166 {(Pre-proclamation Cases not

i 1 r's
. Allowed in Elections for President, Vice-President, Senator and Membe

i i No. 7166 {Pre-procla- *
Representatives), Section 16, R.A. No. g
(r)rfu.:iho?lI{SZSESOfItlvzlli:ing Provineial, City and ML_Jmclpal Offices) and
Sections 17 and 18, R.A, 7166, infra.
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mission, or any matter raised under Section 233, 234, 235 and

236 in relation tp t.he preparation, transmission, receipt, cus-
'_cody and appreciation of the election returns. ,

‘ _
SEC, ‘242. C’ommiss._ion’s. exclusive Jurisdiction of all pre-
p;"oc;lamclttw?l ?ontrovefszes. — The Commission shali have ex-

. clusive jurisdiction of all pre-proclamation controversies. 1t

may motu proprio or upon written petition, and-after due -

notice and hearing, order the partial or total suspension of
the proclamation of any candidate-elect or annlll-pal't{ally or
Ito_ta]ly any proclamation, if one has been made, as the evidence
shall warrant in accordance with the succeedir;g sections

. SEC. 243. Issues that may be raised pre-proclamation
cont?oversy: — 'The following shall be. proper issues that
~may be raised in a pre-proclamation controversy:

(a) Ilegal éompositicn or proceedings of
canvassers. - p gs of the board of

. (b) The canvassed election returns are inconlplefe,

contain mateyria] defects, appear to he tampered with or

falsified, or conta‘in discrepancies in the same returns or
In other authentic copies. thereof as mentioned in Sec-
tions 233, 234, 235 and 236 of this Code: '

(¢) The e-leqtion returns were prepared unde.r‘duress,
threats, coercion, or intimidation,. or they are obviously
manufactured or not authentic: and

(d) “'VhEI‘] substitute or fraudulent returns in con-
troverted polling places were canvassed, the results of

which materially affected the standi i
standing o
candidate or candidates. e of the aagrlgved

SEC. 244. Contested composition oy proceedings of the
board. — When the composition or proceedings of the board
of. canvassers are ‘contested, the board of canvassers shall
w1th1n‘ twenty-four hours, make a ruling thereon with notice,
to the contestant who, if adversely affected, may appeal the
m-atter to the Commission within five 'days after the ruling
w1t}r1 proper notice to the poard of canvasgsers. After due
notice and hearing, the Commission shall decide the case with-
in ten days from the filing thereof. - During the pendency of the
case, the }_Joa:rd of canvassers shall suspend the eanvasgs until
the an'_lmlsswnl orders the continuation or.resumption thereof
and citing .their reasons or grounds therefor, - C
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SEC. 245. Contested electioﬁ returns. — Any candidate,

political party or coalition of political parties; contesting the
" inclusion or exclusion in the canvass of any election returns
. on any of the grounds authorized under this article or in
" ‘Sections 234, 235, and 236 of Article XIX shall submit their
- verbal objections to the chairman of the board of canvassers

at the time the questioned return is presented for inclusion

3 "'_'or exclusion, which objections shall be noted in the minutes
" of the canvassing, :

The hoard of canvagsers upon , receipt of any such ob-
jections shall automatically defer the canvass of the contested

" returns and shall proceed to canvass the rest of the returns
"-which are not contested by any party.

Within twenty-four hours from and after the presenta-

 tion of a verbal objection, the same shall be submitted in
* written form to the board of canvassers. Thereafter, the

board of canvassers shall take up each contested return, con-

- gider the written objections thereto and summarily rule there-
- on. Said ruling shall be made oral initially and then reduced
to writing by the board within twenty-four hours from the

time the oral ruling is made.
Any party adversely affected by an oral ruling on its/

‘his objection shall immediately state orally whether it/he

intends to appeal said ruling. The said intent to appeal shall
be stated in the minutes of the canvassing. If a party mani-
fests its intent to appeal, the board of canvassers shall set
agide fhé return and proceed to rule on the other contested
returns, When all the contested returns have been ruled upon
by it, the board of canvassers shall suspend the canvass and
shall make an appropriate report to the Commission, copy

-+ furnished the parties.

The board of canvassers shall not proclaim any candidate
as winner unless authorized by the Commission after the lat-
ter has ruled on.the chjections brought to it on appeal by the
losing party and any proclamation made in violation hereof
shall be void ab initio, unless the contested returns will not

adversely affect the results of the election.

SEC. 246. Summary proceedings before the Commission.
— All pre-proclamation controversies shall be heard sum-
marily by the -Commission after due notice and hearing, and
its decisions shall be executory after the lapse of five days

;
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- from receipt by the losing party of the decision of the Com

mission, unless restrained by the Supreme Court. (Sec. 55, .

BP 697) .

SEC. 247. Partiol proclamation. — Notwithstanding the
pendency of any pre-proclamation controversy, the Commis-

sion may, motu proprio or upon the filing ‘of a verified peti- "

tion and after due notice and hearing, order the proclamation
of other winning candidates whose election will not be affected
by the outcome of the controversy. (See. 56, BP 697)

SEC. 248. Effect of filing petition to .annul or to sus-
pend the proclamation. — The filing with the Commission of .
a petition to annul or to suspend the proclamation of any
candidate shall suspend the running of the period within which

to file an election protest or quo warrante proceedings.

ARTICLE XXI. — ELECTION CONTESTS *

SEC. 249. Jurisdiction of the Commission. — The Com.’

mission shall be the sole judge of all contests relating to the

elections,  returns, and qualifications of all Members of the

Batasang Pambansa, elective regional, provineial and city

- officials.  (Art. XII.C, Sec. 2(b), Const.; Art. XIV, Sec. 58,
'BP 697) -

SEC. 250, Election contests for Batasang Pambansa, reg-

tonal, provincial and city offices. — A sworn . petition con-
testing the election of any Member of the Batasang Pamban-
8a or any regional, provincial or city official shall be filed
with the Commission by any candidate who has duly filed
certificate of candidacy and has been voted for the same

*The Senate and House Electoral Tribunals shall be sole judges
of all contests relating to the election, returns and qualifications of
their respective Members., (See Sec. 17, Article VI of the 1987 Cons-
titution). The Supreme Court, sitting en banc shall be the sole judge of
all contests relating to the election, returns and qualifications of the
President or. Vice-President and may promulgate its rules for the pur-
pose.  (Sec. 4, last par., Article VII of the 1987 Censtitution) The Com-
mission on Flections shall exercise exclusive original jurisdiction over
all contests relating to the elections, returns, and qualifications
of all elective regional, provincial, and city officials, and appellate
jurigdiction over all contests invelving elective municipal officials decided
by trial courts of general jurisdiction, or involving elective baranpay
officials decided by trial courts of limited jurisdiction. Decisions,
final orders, or rulings of the Commission on election contests involving
elective municipal and barangay offices shall be final, executory and not
appealable.  (Sece See. 2(2), Article I1X-C, 1987 Constitution)
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c.Jffi\cé,, within ten days after the proclamation'of the results
of the election. (Art. XIV, Sec. 59, BP 637)

SEC. 251, Election contests for municipal qf;“ices. — A
* ¢ sworn petition contesting the election of a. municipal officer
- ghall be filed with the proper regional trial court by any can-
didate who has duly filed a certificate of candidacy and has
been voted for the same office, within ten days after procla-
mation of the results of the election: .(Art. XVIII, ‘Sec. 190,

1978 .EC)

SEC. 252. Election contest for barangay offices. — A
“sworn petition contesting the election of a barangay offlc.er
shall be filed with the proper municipal or metroppl.lt.an trla!
court by any candidate who has duly filed. a certlflca:te of
. eandidacy and has been voted for the same office, w1_thm ten
" days after the proclamation of the results of thg elecfion. The
" trial court shall decide the election protest within fifteen days
after the filing therecf. The decision of the municipal or met-
* ropolitan trial court may be appealed within ten days from
receipt of a copy thereof by the aggrieved party to the reg-
" ional trial court which shall decide the case within thirty days
from its submission, and whdse decisions shall'be final. (Art.
. XVIII, Sec. 191, 1978 EC; Sec. 20, BP .222)

g

. SEC. 253. Petition for quo warrante. — Any voler con-
- testing the election of” any Member of the Batasang Pan}ban.sa‘l,
~"-’5'“" regional, provincial, or city officer on the group_d qf ineligi-
k . bility or of disloyalty to the Republic of the Philippines shall

file a sworn petition for quo warranio with the Commxssmn
" within ten days after the proclamation of the results of the
- election. (Avt. XIV, Sec. 60, BP 697; Art. XVIII Sec. 189,
. par. 2, 1978 EC)

Any voter contesting the election -of .any-_munigzipal or
. barangay officer on the ground of ineliglbghty or of dlsloya'lty
" to the Republic' of the Philippines shall file a sworn pgtztlo_n
for quo warranto ‘with the regional trial cour{; or metropoli-
- tan or municipal trial court, respectively, w1thm.ten days
v, after the proclamation of the results of the election. (Art.
<. XVII, Sec. 189, par. 2, 1978 EC)

SEC, 254. Procedure in election contests. — The Com-
mission shall prescribe the rules to govern the prpcgdure and
other matters relating to election contests pertaining to all
national regional, provincial, and city offices not later than
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thir:ty'days before such elections.
a S‘-IIFlple and il?expensive procedure for the expeditious dis-
iE::osfclon of eleetion contests and shall be published .in at least
Wo.newspapers of general circulation. Art. XVI ,
EC; Art. XIV, Sec. 62, BP 697) ‘ H’- See. 192,

However, with Fespect to election contesls involving mu-

nicipal and barangay offices the following rules of procedure

shall govern:

' (a) Notice of the protest contesting the election of a can-
didate fo.r a municipal or barangay office shall, be served upon
the can‘dldate by means of a summons at the postal address
stated in his certificate of candidacy except when the pro-

testee, without Waiting for the summons, has made the court’
understand that he has been notified of the protest or hag .

filed his answer hereto;

{b) The protestee shall answer the protest within five
days after receipt of the summons, or, in case there has been
no summons from the date of his appearance and in all cages
" before the commencement of the hearing of the protest or. con-

test. The answer shall deal only with the election in the

polling places which are, ¢covered by the allegations of the -

contest ;

o {c) Should the protestée desire to fmpugn the votes rec-
eived by the protestant in other polling places he shall file
a‘.countel_“-protest within the same period fixed, for the ans-
Wwer serving a copy thereof upon the ,protéstant.by' registered
mail or by personal delivery or through the sheriff;

(d) The protestant shall answer the cou i
. i : & W l’lte ol ol
in five days after notice; ' riprotest with

(e) Within the period of five days counted from the filing
9f the protest any other candidate for the same office may
1nf:ervem? in the case as other contestants and ask for affirm-
ative relief in his favor by a petition in intervention which
shall be considered as another contest, except that it s':hall be
‘ substar;tiated }x:.'ithin the same proceedings, The protestant

or protestee shall answer th in interventi ithi
five Gy after ot e protest in intervention w1tlf1m

. (t) If no answer shall be filed to the .contest, counter-
protest, or to the protest in intervention, within the time. li-

Such rules shall provide’
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regpectively ﬁxed; a general denial shall be deemed to

"have been entered; ‘
(g) In election contest proceedings, the permanent reg-

ion as to who had the right to vote in said election.

" SEC. 255. Judicial counting of wvotes in election contest.
— Where allegations in a protest or counter-protest so war-
rant, or whenever in the opinion of the court the interests
of justice so require, it shall immediately order the book of
voters, ballot boxes and their keys, ballots and other documents
iiused in the election be brought before it and that the ballots
be examined and the votes recounted. (Sec. 221, 1971 EC)

. SEC. 256. Appeals. — Appeals from any decision rendered
by the regional trial court under Section 251 and paragraph
two, Section 253 hereof with respect to quo warranto peti-

- agerieved party may- appeal to the Intermediate Appellate
5i:- Court within five days after receipt of a copy of the decision.*
i No motion for reconsideration shall be entertained by the
court. The appeal shall be decided within sixty days after
the case has been submitted for decision.- (Art. XVIII Sec.
196! 1978 EC)
. _SEC. 257. Decision in the Commission. — The Commis-
2. gion shall decide all election cases brought before it within
. ninety days from the date of their submission for decision.
"The decision of the Commission shall become final thirty days
- after receipt of judgment. (A7t XII, C, Sec. 8, Const.; Art.
.XVIII, Sec. 193, 1978 EC) _
i . SEC. 258. Preferential disposition of contests in courts.

"— The courts, in their respective cases, shall give preference
.. to election. contests over all other cases, except those of habeas
‘. corpus, and shall without delay, hear and, within thirty days
¢ from the date of their submission for decision, butsin every
" case within six months after filing, decide the same. (Art.
XVII, Sec. 197, 1978 EC) ' .

SEC. 259. Actual or compensatory damages. — Actual or
). compensatory damages may be grarted in all election confests
¥ ' or in quo warranto proceedings in accordance with law,

SEC. 260. Notice of decisions.”’— The clerk of court and
thescorresponding official in the Commission before whom an

* This sentence is defective.

istry list of voters shall be conclusive in regard to the quest-

tions filed in election contests affecting municipal officers, the .
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:(d) Coercion of subordinates. — (1) Any public officer,
. or any officer of any public or private corporation or asso-
B2 {ciation, or any head, superior, or administrator of any religious
U organization, or any employer or land-owner who coerces or
" intimidates or compels, or in any manner influences, directly

election contest or a gquo warrento pr i i

, electi : proceeding has been ins-
txtu.ted or wht_are the appeal of said case has been taken shal] :
n.otlfy _lmme_zd'lately the President of the Philippines ‘of the -}
final disposition thereof. In election contests involving pro- -

vincial, city, municipal, or barangay offices, notice of such

final disposition shall also be sent to the secretary of the local

sanggunign concerned. If the decision be that non
‘ , e of the
parties has been legally elected, said official shall certify such

decision to the President of the Philippi i |
I ppines and, in a i )
cases, to the Commission, (Art. XVIII, Sec. 198, I;I.‘)ll;%p%agf "

ARTICLE XXII. — ELECTION OFFENSES

of an election offense:

SEC. 261, FProhibited Acts. — The following shall be guiltyl

. (a) Vote-buying and vote-selifng. — (1) Any person who
gives, offers or promises money or anything of value, gives .

or promi§es any office or employment, franchise or grant, pub-
lic or prw'ate, or makes or offers to make an expénditu;e di
rectly or indirectly, or cause an expenditure to be mad:e tc;
_ any person, association, entity, orcommunity in order to in-
duce.anyo_ne or the public in general to vote for or against an

can(_ildate or withhold his vote in the election, or to vote for 011f
against any aspirant for the nomination or,',choice of a can-

didate in a convention or simi .
. r similar sel .
tical party. : ection process of a poli-

(2) Any persoﬁ aséociation i

. erson, , corperation, group or com-
munl_ty who s01101t§ ol receives, directly or indirectly, any ex-
penditure or promise of any office or -employment, public or

private, for any of the' foreeoing consi ’ ¢ o)
Sec. 178, 1978 EC) golng OHS]dEFathHS. (Par.  (a;,

(b) Conspiracy to bribe voters. - Two or '

. . . e oI more persons,
,}vhether candlfiat'es or not, who come to an agreement concern-
ing _the commission of any violation of paragraph (a) of this
section and decide to commit it. (par. (b), Id)

{c) Wagering upon result of election. — Any pérson who
bets or wagers upon the outcome of, or any contingency con-
n}ected with an election. Any money or thing of value or depo-
sit of money or thing of value situated anywhere in the Phiiip-

pines put as such bet or wager shall be forfeited to the gov- .

ernment. (par. (¢), Id.)

- or indirectly, any of .his subordinates or members or parish-
- joners or employees or house helpers, tenants, overseers, farm
* helpers, tillers, or lease holders to aid, campaign or vote for
. or against any candidate or any aspirant for the nomination
- or selection of candidates. :

'(2_) Any ﬁublic officer or any officer of any commercial,

. industrial, agricultural, economic or social enterprise or pub-

lic or private corporation or association, or any head, super-

. ior or administrator of any religious organization, or any
" employer or landowner who dismisses or threatens to dismiss,
. punishes or threatens to punish by reducing his salary, wage
or compensation, or by demotion, transfer, suspension, sepa-
¢ ration, excommunication, ejectment, or causing him annoyance

~"in the performance of hig job or in his membership, any sub-
'+ ordindte member or affiliate, parishioner, employee or house
. helper, tenant, overseer, farm helper, tiller, or lease holder, for
- disobeying or not complying with any of the acts ordered by the
- former to aid, campaign or vote for or against any candidate,
" or any aspirant for the nomination or selection of candidates.

£ (Par. (d), 1d.)

(&) Threats, intimidation, terrorism, use of fraudwdent de- -

vice or other forms of coercion. — Any person who, directly or

indirectly, threatens, intimidates or actually causes, inflicts
or produces any violence, injury, punishment, damage, loss or
disadvantage upon any person or persons or that of the imme-
diate members of his family, his honor or property, or uses
any fraudulent device or scheme to compel or induce the reg-
istration ' dr. refraining from registration of any voter, or
the participation in a campaign or refraining or desistance
from any campaign, or the casting of any vote or omission to
vote, or any promise of such registration, campaign, vote, or
omission therefrom. (Par. (e), d.}

(f) Coercion of election of ficiuls amd-emploﬁees. — Any

- person who, directly or indirectly, threatens, intimidates, ter-

rorizes or coerces any election official or employee in the per-
formance of his election functions or duties. (New)
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ﬁxake or offer to make-an expenditure, directly or indirectly,
%or to cause an expenditure to be made to any person, asso-
'lr-:iation, corporation or entity, which may mduc.e anyone c;g
e public in general either to vote or >w1th.ho]d his vote, or
ote or against any candidate in any electlo_n_or any ?.spxrapt
or the nomination or selection of an 0f_f1c1gl candidate in
% convention of a political party. It is 1ik‘ew1se.unlawful .fo'r
"r'iy'perSOn, association, corporation or comn}umty, to solezlt
r receive, directly or indirectly, any exp.endlture or promise
‘or any office, or employment, public or private, for any of the
oregoing considerations. (Sec. 58, 1971 EC)

£ : Tnlawful electioneering. — 1t is unlawful to soli_cit
! 'irofesf I:))r Egriert];ke any propaganda on the day of registration
efore the board of election inspectors and on 1':he day of elgct-
on, for or against any candidate or any pol}txcal party with-
n the polling place and within a radius of thirty meters there-
(Sec. 56, 1971 EC) . |

-ohibition against dismissal of e-mployees',.labwers,
or tegi;niiof_b;go em;?loyee or laborer shall be dismlssgd, nor
a tenant be ejected from his landhold@ngs for refusing (;]If
failing to vote for any candidate of his erpp]?yer or lc?.n t-
owner. Any employee, laborer or tenant go dismissed or eject-..
ed shall be reinstated and the salary or wage of the employee
" or laborer, or the share of the harvest of. th(_e tenant, shall be
restored to the aggrieved party upon application to the prope_r
5. court. (Sec. 74, 1971 EC) .

(m) Appoiniment or use of_ special pf_)licenwn, s’peqwl
" agents, confidential agents or the like. — During the compa{gn
; period, on the day before and on election day,‘any appon‘lt'lr::gS
authority who appeints or any person w{xo ut}llzes the servu:3 s
of special policemen, special agents, confidential 'agents or p -
sons performing' similar functions; persons p.revxo.us]y apptc;nor
ed as special policemen, special agents, cpnfldex}tlall agen
persons performing gimilar functions W}.IO c_ontmue acizlfng as
such, and- those who fail to turn over j:helr firearms, uni ?;nls,
insignias and other badges of authority to the proper officer
.. who issued the same.

At the start of the aforemehtioned perioq, ﬁhe baranga?r
_ chairman, municipal mayor, city mayor,. provincial g'ovefrn_cn,
or any appointing authority shal.l gubmit to'the Cortnmlss1g£
a complete list of all special policemen, special agents, con

(g) Appointment of new employees, creation of new posi-=3
tion, promotion, or giving salary increases. — During the pe-
riod -of forty-five days before a regular election and thirty
days before a special election, (1) any head, official or appoint-
ing officer of a government office, agency or .instrumentality,
whether national or local, including government-owned or con- ;.
trolled corporations, who appoints or hires any new employee,
whether ' provisional, temporary or casual, or creates and fills
any new position, except upon- prior authority of the Com--
mission. The Commission shall not grant the authority sought
unless, it is satisfied that the position to be filled is essential
to the proper functioning of the office or agency concerned, -

and that the position shall not be filled in a manner that may
influence the election.

As an exception to the foregoing provisions, a new em- A
ployee may be appointed in case of urgent need: Provided,
however, That notice of the appointment shall be given to the .
Commission within three days from the date of the appoint-
ment. Any appointment or hiring in violation of this provi-
sion shall be-null and void, : ' '

(2) Any government official who promotes, or gives any
increase of salary or remuneration or privilege to any govern-
ment official or employee, including those in government-
owned or controlled corporations. (Par. (f), Sec. 178, 1978 EC)

(h) Transfer of officers and employees in the civil service.
— Any public official who makes or causes any transfer or
detai}i whatever of any officer or employee in the civil service
including public schoo! teachers, within the election period ex-
cept upon prior approval of the Commission. (Par. (g), Id.)

(i) Intervention of public officers and employees. — Any
officer or employee in the civil service, except those holding
political offices; any officer, employee, or member of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines, or any police fofce, special
forces, home defense forces, barangay self-defense units and
all other paramilitary units that now exist or which may here-
after be organized who, directly or indirectly, intervenes in-
any election campaign or engages in any partisan political act-
ivity, except to vote or to preserve public order, if he is a
peace officer. (Par. (37j), Id.) ’

(j) Undue influence. — It is unlawful for any person to
promise any office or employment, public or private, or to




118 : OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE ,

dential agents or persons performing similar functions in the.
employ of their respective political subdivisions, with such "%

particulars as the Commission may require. . (Pax. (h), Sec.
178, 1978 EC)

(n) Illegal release of prisoners before and after election.
— The Director of the Bureau Prisons, any provincial warden,
the keeper of the jail or the person or persons required by

law to keep prisoners in their custody who illegally orders - °

. or allows any prisoner detained in the national penitentiary,
or the provineial, .city or municipal jail to leave the premises

thereof sixty days before and thirty days after the election. °

The municipal or city warden, the provincial warden, the keep-
er of the jail or the person or persons required by law to keep
prisoners in their custody shall post in three conspicuous pub-

lic places a list of the prisoners or detention prisoners under

their care. Detention prisoners must be categorized as such.
{Par. (i), 1d.)

(0) Use of public funds, money deposited in trust, equip-.

" ment, facilities owned or controlled by the goverwment for an
election campaign. — Any person who uses under any guise
whatsoever, directly or indirectly, (1) public funds or money
deposited with, or held in trust by, public financing institu-
tions or by government offices, banks, or agencies; (2) any
printing press, radio, or television. station or audio-visual
equipment operated by the Government or by its divisions, sub-
divisions, agencies or instrumentalities, including government-
owned or controlled corporations, or by the Armed Forces of
the Philippnies; or (3) any equipment, vehicle, facility, appa-

ratus, or paraphernalia owned by the government or by its-

-political subdivisions, agencies including government-owned or
controlled corporations, or by the Armed Forces of the Philip-

pines for any election campaign or for any partisan political
activity. (Par. (j) 1d.) :

(p) Deadly weapons. — Any person who carries any dead-
ly weapon in the polling place and within a radius of one
hundred meters thereof during the days and hours fixed by
law for the registration of voters in the polling place, voting,
counting of votes, or preparation of the election returns. How-
ever, in cases of affray, turmoil, or disorder, any. peace offi-
cer or public officer authorized by the Commission to super-
vise the election is entitled to carry firearms or any other wea-
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pon If:or the purpose of "preserving -order and enforcing the

. law.. (Par. (%), 1d.) :

- (q) Carrying firearms outside residence or place of busi-

.. ness, — Any person who, although possessing a permit to car-
: 'ry firearms, carvies any firearms outside his residence or

place of business during the election period, unless author-
ized in writing by the Commission: Provided, That a motor

. vehicle, water or air craft shall not be considered a residence
" ‘or place of business or extension hereof. (Par. (1), Id.}

This prohibition shall not apply to cashie_rs' anq disbur-
sing officers while in the performance of their duties or to

X persons who by nature of their official duties, profession, busi-

ness or occupation habitually carry large sums of money or

. valuables.

. (r) Use of armored land, water or -air craft. — Any per-
son who uses during the campaign period, -on the day before
and on election day, any armored land, water. or air craft,
provided with any temporary or permanent equ1_pment or any
other device or contraption for the mounting or msta.llatlon_ of
cannons, machine guns and other similar high caliber fire-
arms, including military type tanks, half trucks, scout truck‘::,,
armored trucks, of any make or model',-whet_her new, recpndl-
tioned, rebuilt or remodelled: Provided, That banking or finan-:

cial institutions and all business firms may use not more than

two armored vehicles sirictly for, and limited ‘to, the purpose
of transporting cash, gold bullion or .other vz_xluables in con-
nection with their business from and to their place of busi-
ness, upon previous authority of the Commission. (Par. {(m),
Id.)

(s) Wearing of uniforms and bearing arms. — quing the
campaign period, on the day before ?.nd». on eleqtlon day,
any member of security or police organization of government
agencies, commigsions, councils, bureaus, offfces,, or govern-
ment-owned or controlled corporations, or pr_wate.ly—owned or
oberated security, investigative, protective or 'lntglllgence agem
cies, who wears his uniform or uses his Insigma, .de‘coratlon.s
or regalia, or bears arms outside the immediate vicinity of his
place of work: Provided, That this prohibition shall not a.pply
when said member is in pursuit of a person who has committed
or is committing a crime in the premises he is guarding; or
when escorting or providing security for the transport of pay-

f . .
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" (t) Policemen and provincial guards ‘ac-ting as .bodyguards
or security guards. — During the campaign period, on the
day before and on election. day, any member of the cily or

rolls, deposits, or other valuables; or when guarding the resi-
dence of private persons or when gnarding private residences,
buildings or offices: Provided, further, That in the last case
prior written approval of the Commission shall be obtained.
The Commission shall decide all applications for authority un-
der this paragraph within fifteen days from the date of th

filing of such application, (Par. (n), Id.) -

During the same period, and ending thirty days there-
after any member of the Armed Forces of the. Philippines,
special forces, home defense forces, barangay self-defense units
and all other para-military units that -now exist or which
may hereafter be organized who wears his uniform or bears -
arms outside the camp, garrison’ or barracks to which he
is assigned or detailed or outside their homes, in case of mem--
bers of para-military units, unless (1) the President of the
Philippines shall have given previous authority therefor, and
the Commission notified thereof in writing, or (2) the Com-
mission authorizes him to do .80, which authority it shall give -
only when necessary to assist it in maintaining free, orderly
and honest elections, and only after notice and hearing, Al
personnel of the Armed Forces authorized by the President
or the Commission to bear arms or wear their uniforms out-
side their camps and all police and peace cfficeérs shall bear
‘their true name, rank and serial number, if any, stitched in
block letters on a white background on the left breast of their
uniform, in letters and numbers of a clearly legible design
at least two centimeters tall, which shall at all times remain
visible and uncovered. (Sec. 64, par. (a), BP 697)

any member of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, _specxal
forces, home défense forces, barangay self-defense m}ﬂ:s and
all’ other para-military units that now exist or wt%lch may
hereafter be organized who acts as bodyguard or security guard
of any public official, candidate or any other person, and any
of the latter who utilizes the services of the former as body-
guard or security guard: Provided, That, after due n_otl_ce ?.nd
hea:ring, when the life and security of a candidate is in jeo-
Y 'pardy, the Commission is empowered to assign at the candi-
» date’s choice, any member of the Philippine Const:ilbulary or
the police force of any municipality within the province to act
* ag his bodyguard or security guard in 2 number to be detex:-
+ mined by .the Commission but not to exceed three per canfh-
date: Provided, however, That when the circumstances require
~ immediate action, the Commission may issue a temporary or-
der ‘allowing the assignment of any member of the Philippme
Constabulary or the local police force to act as bodyguard or
security guard of the candidate, subject to confirmation .or
revocation, (par. (d), Sec. 178, 1978 EC)

{w) O?‘Qanization or maintenance of reaction forces, sta_'ik.e
-+ forces, or other similar. forces. — Any person who .organizes
or maintaing a reaction force, strike force or similar force
during the election period. :

The heads of all reaction forces, strike forces, or similar
forces shall, not later than forty-five days before the elect-
ion, submit to the Commission a complete list of all memb.ers
thereof with such particulars as the Commission may require.
"(Sec. 65, 1971 EC; Sec. 64 (b) BP 697)

{(v) Prohibition against release, disb.u:rsement or expen-
diture of public funds. — Any public official or ‘employee in-
¢luding barangay officials and those -of g_overnment-ov_vned or
contrelled corporations and their subsidiaries, }vho, during for-
ty-five days before a regular election and thirty days befm:e
a special election, releases, disburses or expends any public
funds for:

(1) Any and all kinds of public works, except the follow-

During the election period, whenever the Commission
finds it necessary for the promotion of free, orderly, honest
and peaceful elections in g specific area, it shal} confiscate
or order the confiscation of firearms of any member or mem-
bers of the Armed Forces "of the Philippines, police forces,
home defense forces, barangay. self-defense units, and all other
para-military units that now exist, or which may hereafter
be organized, or any member or members of the security or
police organization, government, ministries, commissions, coun-
cils, bureaus, offices, instrumentalities, or government-owned
or controlled corporations, and other subsidiaries, .or of any >
member or members of privately owned or operated security,
investigative, protective or intelligence agencies performing

identical or similar functions. (7d.) ing:

.
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project: Provided That not more than the average number of

]z?._borers or employees already employed therein during the |
© six-month period immediately prior to the beginning of the !

forty-five day period before election day shall be permitted to
work during such time: Provided, further, That no additional

. laborers shall be employed for maintenance work within the

said period of forty-five days;

(b) Work undertaken by contract through public bidding
held, or by negotiated contract awarded, before the forty-
five day period before election: Provided, That work for the
purpose of this section undertaken under the so-called “takay”

or “paquiao” system shall not be considered as work by con-
tract: - '

(c) Payment for the usual cost of preparation for work-
ing drawings, specifications, bills of materials, estimates, and
other procedures preparatory to actoal construction including
the purchase of materials and equipment, and all incidental
expenses for wages of watchmen and other laborers employed
for such work in the central office and field storehouses be-
fore the beginning of such period: Provided, That the num-

ber of such Iaborers shall not be increased over the number -

hired when the project or projects were commenced; and

(d) Emergency work necessitated by .the occurrence of
a public calamity, but such work shall be limited to the.
restoration of the damaged facility. '

No payment shall be. made within five days before the
date of election to laborers who have rendered services in
projects or works except those. falling under subparagraphs
(2), (b), (c), and (d), of this paragraph.

This prohibition shall not apply to ongoing pubtlic works
projects commenced before the campaign period or similar
projects under foreign agreements. For purposes of this
provision, it'shall be the duty of the government officials or
agencies concerned to report to the Commission the list of
all such projects being undertaken by them. ‘

(2) The Ministry of Social Services and Development
and any other office in other ministries of the government
performing functions similar to said ministry, except for sala-
ries of personnel, and for such other routine and normal
expenses, and for such other expenses as the Commission may

(a) Maintenance of existing and/or completed public works '_
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i orize after due notice and hearing. Should a calamily or
"g}ga:;ter E:)ccur, all releases normally or usuallx gour.sed t}l;\rﬁu%h_
. the said ministries and offices of othe.r ministries sha le
“turned over to, and administered and disbursed by, the }E’h;l -
‘ippine National Red Cross, subject to 'f;he .supervision of‘ tte
v Commission on Audit or its represent‘:atwes,_ and._no_ candidate
Y. or his or her spouse or member of his fafmly within thﬁ? gec-
:ond civil degree of affinity or consar{guinlty- shall '_part1c1pate,.

directly or indirectly, in the distribgtlon of any relief or other
.] goods to the victims of the calamity or disaster; and

(3) The Ministry of Human Settlements and any .otl}er
1" office in any other ministry of the. government per.fotmmfg
functions similar to said@ ministry, except _fo‘r sala}rles of pel-‘
©* gonnel and for such other necessa_ry-adn}lmstratwe or other
expenses as the Commission may authorize after due nqtlce

‘and hearing. . ) ‘
) (w) Prohibition against construction qf public 1007',)'c:9, del.a-
+ - very of materials for public works and wssuance of t; q;zsify
wii: warrants and similar devices. — During the .perlod 0 o;' y-
*"'.' five days preceding a regular election and thirty days before
g a special election, any person who {a) und_ertakes the cons-
L truction of any public works, except for prOJect_s or works ex-
43 empted in the preceding paragraph; or (b) issues, -usesl 0‘r
5. avails of treasury warrants or any d?,wce undertaking futub;le
delivery of money, goods or other things of value chargeabie

against public funds. (Sec. 64 (d}, BP 697)

] iv ovincial, city, municipal or
(x) Suspension of electu:e. provincial, 7 i
bm'a,ngc)x,y officer. — The provisions of law to the contrary not

who suspends, without prior approval of the Commlsfglon, any
elective provincial, city, municipal or.barangax of 1'ce‘r‘,A u:-
less said suspension will be for purposes of applying the nti-
Graft and Corrupt Practices Act” in rel'fitmn to the su.f,pe.n?lon
and removal of elective officials; in which case the provisions
of this section shall be inapplicable. (See. 64 (o), Ifl. )

(y) On Registration of Voters:. .

(1) Any person who, having all the .quali'f.icaf:mr!s ??d
none of the disqualifications of a voter, fails w'lthout justifi-
able excuse to register as a voter. in an electlon,- plebxsg:te
or referendum in which he is qualified to vote. (Par. (p), Sec.
178, 1978 EC)

withstanding during the election period, any public official -
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(2) Any person who knowingly makes any false or un-
truthful -statement relative to any of the data or informatjon

required in the application for registration. (Par. (q), Id.) .

(3) Any person who deliberatély imprints or causes the

imprinting of blurred or indistinct fingerprints on any of the '

. copies of the application for registration or on the voter's

aflfl'idaviif; 01 any person in charge of the registration of voters = A
who .de!lbe.rately or through negligence, causes or allows the -
imprinting of blurred or indistinet fingerprints on any of the

aforementioned registration forms, or any person who .tam-

pers with the fingerprints in said . .
281 (5), 1971 EC) : registration records. (Sec.

. (4) Any member of the board of election inspectors who-

approves any application which on its face shows that the ap-
plicant does not possess all the qualifications .prescribed b_{r
. law_ for a voter; or who disapproves any application which
on _1ts face shows that the applicant possesses all such qualifi-
cations. (Par. (r), Sec. 178, 1978 EC) '

(5) Any person who, being a registered voter, registefs o

anew wit}}out filing an application for cancellation of his pre-
vious registration. (Par. (s), Id.)

, t}16) Ar}{hperson ;}‘iho registers in substitution for another
whether with or without the latter’s knowled
{Par. (t}, Id.) e e or consent.

(7.)lAny person who tampers with or changes without
aqj:?mrlty any data or entry in any voter’s application for
registration. (Par. (u), Id.)

(8) Any person who delays, hinders or obstructs another
from registering. (Par. (v), Id.)

(9) Any: person who falsely certifies or identifies another
as a bona fides resident of a particular place or locality for

_ the purpose of §ec_uring.the latter’s registration as a voter.
(Par. (w), Id.)

(10) Any person who uses the voter’s affidavit of ane-
ther fqr the purpose of voting, whether or not he actually suc-
ceeds 'in vofing. (Par. (aa), Sec. 178, 1978 EC)

(11) Any person who places, inserts or otherwise inéludes,.
as qpproved app}mation for registration in the book of voters
or in the provincial or national central files of registered
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. voters, the application of any fictitious voter.or any applica-
" tion that has not been approved; or removes from, or other-
. wise takes out of the book of voters or the provincial or na-
3. tional central files of registered voters any duly approved
voter’s application, except upon lawful order of the Commis-
gion, or of a competent court or after proper cancellation, as
provided in Sections 122, 123, 124 and 125 hereof. (Par. (bb),
Sec. 178, 1978 EC) : :

{12) Any person who transfers or causes the transfer of
% the registration record of a voter to the book of voters of ano-
ther polling place, unless said transfer was due to a change
of address of the voter and the voter was duly notified of his
new polling place. (New) '

Al (13) Any person who agks, demands, takes, accepts or

- possesses, directly or indirectly, the voter’s affidavit .of ano-
,' ther, in order to induce the latter fo withhold his vote, or
s to vote for or against any candidate- in an election or any
% - issue in a plebiscite or referendum. 1t shall be presumed
’:;‘ primae facie that the asking, demanding, taking, accepting, or
*  possessing is with such intent if done within the period begin-
. ning ten days before election day and ending ten days after
" election day, unless the voter's affidavit of another and the
. latter are Dboth members of the same family. (Par. (cc), Id.)

(14) Any person who delivers, hands over, entrusts, gives,
directly or indirectly his voter’s affidavit to another in con-
sideration of money or other benefit or promises thereof, or
takes or accepts such voter’s affidavit directly or indirectly,
" by giving or causing the giving of money or other benefit
| - or making or causing the making of a promise thereof. (Fer.
{a), Subpar. 8, Sec. 231, 1971 EC) ‘

(15) Any person who alfers in any manner, tears, de-
faces, removes or destroys any certified list of voters. (Par.
(dd), Sec. 178, 1978 EC)

(16) Any person who takes, carries or possesses any

* Dblank or unused. registration form already issued to a city

" or municipality outside of said city or municipality except as

otherwise provided in this Code or when directed by express

order of the court or of the Commission. (Par. (a), Subpar,
15, Sec. 281, 1971 EC)

(17) Any person who maliciously omits, tampers or trans-
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fers to another list the name of a registered voter from the R

official list of voters posted outside the polling place.
{(z) On voting:

(1) Aniv -person who fails to cast his vote without justi- -

fiable excuse. (Par. (ee), Sec. 178, 1978 EC). This is of doubtful
constitutionality.

(2) Any person who votes more than once in the same
election, or who, not being a registered voter, votes in an:
election. (Par. (ff), Id.} : :

(3) :‘\ny person who votes in substitution for another'

whether with or without the latter’s knowledge and/or con-
sent, (Par. (gg), Id.) : :

.(4) Any person who, not being illiterate or physically dis-;

" abled, allows his ballot to be prepared by another, or any per-

son who prepares the ballot of another who is not illiterate
or. physically disabled, with or without the latter's know-
ledge and/or consent (Par. (a), Subpar. 24, Sec. 281, 1971
EC with amendments) '

(5) Any person who avails himself of any means of. .
scheme to discover the contents of the ballot of a voter who

is preparing or casting his vote or who has just voted. (Par.
(hh), Sec. 178, 1978 EC) '

(6) Any voter who, in the course of voting, uses a ballot
other than the one given by the board of election inspectors or
has in his possession more than one official ballot. (Par.
(&), 1d.) , .

(7). Any person who places undér arrvest or detains a
voter without lawful cause, or molests him in such a man-
ner-as to obstruct or prevent him from going to the polling
place to cast his vote or from returning home after casting

his vote, or to compel him to reveal how he voted. (Par. (77),
I.) ' '

(8) Any member of the board of election inspectors
charged with the duty of reading the ballot during the count-
ing of votes who deliberately omits to read the vote duly-
written on the ballot, or misreads the" vote actually written’
thereon or reads the name of a candidate where no name is
written on the ballot. (Par. (kk), Id.)

(9} Any member of the board of election inspectors charged
with the duty of tallying the votes in the tally board or sheet,
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'“_.election returns or other prescribed form who deliberately fails
“to record a vote therein or records erroneously the votes as
"f'read, or record a vote where no such vote has been read by the
: chairman. (Par. (1), Id.) ‘

s (10) Any member of a board of election inspectors who

- registered voters.

(11) Any person who, for the purpose of dis.rupting or
. obstructing the election process or causing confuswn.among
" the voters, propagates false and alarming reportg, or inform-
" ‘ation or transmits or circulates false orders, directives or m.es?s-
ages regarding any matter relating to the printing of official
- ‘ballots, the postponement of the election, the transfer of poll-

Id.) . - . S

(12) Any person who, without legal authorily, destro_ys,
substitutes or takes away from the possession' of those having
legal custody thereof, or from the place where they are lega.lly
deposited, any election form or document or ballot box which

ion. (Par. {qq), Sec.l178, 1978 EC)

: (13) Any person having legal custody of the ballot box
... .containing the official ballots used in the election who opens
.or destroys said box or removes or destroys its contents with-
out or against the order of the Commission or who, through
his' negligence, enables any person to commit any of the afore-

(Par. (r1), Id.)

(14): Any member of the board of elecf;if)n inspectors who
knowingly uses ballots other than the official b_allm‘s, ex.cept
in those cases where the use of emergency ballots is authorized.
(Par. (tt), Id.) | - -

(15) Any public official who neglects or fails to properly
preserve or account for-any ballot box, documents and forms
received by him and kept under his custody. (Par. (uun)}, Id.)

.- - (16) Any person who reveals the contents pf thg ballot

£ of an illiterate or disabled voter whom he assisted i pre-
S . paring 2 ballot, (Par. (vv), Id.) _ , - :

: (17) Any person who, without authority, transfers the

B~ location of a polling place. (Par. (ww), 1d.)

*':flrhas made possible the casting of more votes than there are .

.ing place or the general conduct of the ‘election. _ (Par. (o0},

. containg official ballots or other documents used in the elect- .

mentioned acts, or takes away said ballot box from his custody. -
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(18) Any person who, without authority, prints or cauges

the. I?rinting of any ballot or election returns that appears as
official ballots or election returns or who'distributes or causes

the same to be distributed for use in the election, whether

or not they are actually used. (Par. (aaa), Id.)

(19) Any person who without i
‘ X authority, keeps, uses
carries out or causes to be kept, used or carried ou]f::., ‘any ofﬁiz-‘

cial ballot o1 election returns or printed proof thereof, type-

form I_n.ould, e]ec_tro-type printing plates and any other plate
numbgrmg mach_mes 3nd\ other printing paraphernalia being:
used' In connection with the printing of official ballots o
election returns. (Par. (bob), Id.) i

(20) Any official or employee of any printing establigh-
Enen‘t or of the Commission or any member of 'the commit-
tee In charge of the printing of official ballots or election re-
urns who causes official ballots or election returns to “be

printed in quantities exceeding those authorized by the Com. 1

mission or who distribpte.s, delivers or in any manner dia-

any official ballot or électjon returns to any person or persons

not authorized by law or b issi
101 y the Commission to recej
keep official hallots or election returns or who sends oret:‘z’t‘ilsgg

them to be sent to any plac i ]
Commission. [Par. ‘()ctcf), ?d.rj?t designated by law or by the

(21) Any person who throy
_ : R gh any act, means or devic
violates the Integrity of any official ballot or election r:-,

turns before e . -
(2dd), 12) or after they are used in the election. (Par.

(22) Any person who removes, tears, defaces o destroys

any certified list of candidates posted insid i
during ‘the hours of voting. (Neow) ide the voting booths

(22) Any person who holds or causes the holdi
( olding of a
election on any other day than that fixed by Lawg or b;

the Commission, or stops any electi . _
(rp), I1d.) y election being legally held. (Par,

(24) Any person who deliberate s his fingerpri
in the voting record. "(New) r8ely Blurs his Hingerprint

{aa) On Canvassing:

(1) Any chairman of the board
_ | ¢ of canvassers who faj
to give due notice of the date, time and place of the meetillllz‘;cj
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v

of said board to the candidates, political parties and/or mem-
. bers of the board.

(2) Any member of the board of canvassers who pro-
ceeds with the canvass of votes and/or proclamation of any
candidate which.was suspended or annulled by the Commis-

-sion.  (New)

‘ (3) Any member of the board of canvassers who pro-
ceeds with the canvass of votes and/or proclamation of any

- candidate in the absence of gquorum, or without giving due

w notice of the date, time and place of the meeting of the hoard

to the chndidates, political parties, and/or other members of
the hoard. (New) ‘

(4) Any member of the board of canvassers who, with-
out authority of the Commission, uses in the canvass of votes
and/or proclamation of any candidate any document other

" than the official copy of the election returns. (New)

(bb) Common to all boards of election inspectors and

_ boards of canvassers: .

(1) Any member of any board of election inspectors or

» board of canvassers who deliberately absents himself from

the meetings of said body for the purpose of ohstructing or )

" delaying the performance of its duties or functions, (Par.

{zz), Sec. 178, 1978 EC) ' .

(2) Any member of any board of election inspectors
or board of canvassers who, without justifiable reason, re-
fuses to sign and certify any election form required by this
Code or prescribed by the Commission although he was pre-
gsent during the meeting of the said body. (Par. (yy), Id.)

. (8) Any person who, being ineligible for appointment
as member of any boird of election inspectors or board of
canvassers, accepts an appointment to said body, assumes of-
fice, and actually serves as a member thereof, or any public
officer or any person acting in his behalf who appoints such

" ineligible person knowing him to be ineligible. (Par. (az),
Id.)

(4) Any person who, in the presence or within the hear-
ing of any board of election inspectors or board of can-
vasgers during any of its meetings, conducts himself in such
a disorderly manner as to interrupt or disrupt. the work or
proceedings to the end of preventing said body from per-
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forming its functions, either partly or totally, (Par. (un), '

1d.)

(5) Any public official or person acting in his behalf ;28
who-relieves any member of any board of election inspectors j'j !
or board of canvassers or who changes or causes the change -
of the assignments of any member of said board of election. -
inspectors or board of canvassers without authority- of the .“dg

Commission, (Par. (ss), Id.) .
(ce) On candidacy and campaign:

. (1) Any political party which holds political conventions
or meeting to nominate its official candidates earlier than
the period fixed in this Code. (Par. (eee), Sec. 178, 1978 EC)

(2) Any person who abstracts, destroys or cancels any I:

certificate of candidécy duly filed and which has not been
cancelied upon order of thle Commission, (Par. (fff), Id.)

(3) Any person who misleads the board of election in-
spectors by submitting any false or spurious certificate of
.candidacy or document to the prejudice of a candidate. (Par.

(fff), 1d.)

(4) Any person who, being authorized to receive certi-
ficate of candidacy, receives any certificate of candidacy out-
side the period or filing the same and.makes it appear that
said certificate of candidacy was filed on time; or any per-
son who, by means of fraud, threat, intimidation, terrorism

or coercion, causes or compels the commission  of said aet.
(New)

(5) Any person who, by any device or rﬁeans, jams, obs- .

‘tructs or interferes with a radio ¢r television broadcast of
any ‘lawful political program. (Per. (ggg), Id.)

(6) Any person who solicits votes or undertakes any pro-
paganda, on the day of election, for or against any candidate
or any political party within the polling place or within a
radius of thirty meters thereof. (Par. (hhh), Id.) .

(dd) Other prohibitions:

(1) Any person who sells, furnishes, offers, buys, serves
or takes intoxicating liquor on the days fixed by law for
the registration of voters in the polling place, or on the day
before the election or on election day: Provided, That hotels
and other establishments duly certified by.the Ministry of

" government-owned or
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5 Tourism as tourist oriented and “habitually in the business bc;f
-eatering to foreign tourists ‘may be exempted for justifiable

jor’ i Commission: Provided,
'eas0 upon prior authority of tjhe ' issic : :
7};&& 'l?hat foreign tourists taking intoxicating liquor in

& gaid authorized hotels or establishments are exempted from

the provisions of this subparagraph..

3 g8 lling place or with-
K 2} Any person who opens in any polling
"n".a(rzzdiu's of thirty meters thereof on election day and du-

{‘lrmg the counting of votes, booths or stalls of any kind for

i ing: i erchandise or re-
the sale, dispensing- or dlsplay qf wares, mer |
freshments, whether solid or liquid, or for any other purposes.

tion day, fairs, cock-
(3) Any person who holds on elec y, fair:
fights, )boxing, horse races, jai-alai or any other sx_mllal sports.
. (Par. (iii), 1d.) | c

. (4) Refusal to carry election mail matter. — Any oper-

: i ilit;] tion company
- loyee of a public utility or tranSpor_ta ‘ ‘
b g unde tificate of public convenience, including

controlled postal service or .its" emp_lo-
‘yees or deputized agents who refuse to carry off1c1a]'elect10n
mail matters free of charge during the election period. In

- addition to the penalty prescribed herein, such‘ refusal sh'a}lw
constitute a ground for cancellation or revocation of certifi-
. cate of ptiblic convenience or franchise. (Par. (kkk), Id.)

(5) Prohibition against dismiminatior:'r. in the sa:lq of air
time. — Any person who operateés a rafho. or televu'r,lon sta-
tion who without justifiable cause diseriminates a‘gamst any
political party, coalition or aggroupment'qf parties or any
candidate in the sale of air time. In add1_t10n to the penalty
Tpres,cribed herein, such refusal shall qorfstatute a ground for
" ecancellation or revocation of the franchise.

SEC. 262. Other election of fenses. — Viola_tion of t_he pro-
visions, or pettinent portions, of the following §ect10ns of
this Code shall constitute election offenses: Sections 9, 18,

X ga 7, 88, 89, 95, 96,
.74, 75, %6, 8Q, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85 86, BT, 88/ &,
97, 98 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109,

- 112, 122, 123, 127, 128, 129, 182, 134, 135, 145, 148,
itl‘»g ﬁ:li 172, 173, 174, 178, 180, 182, 184, 185, 186, 189, 190,
191, 192, 194, 195, 196, 197, 198, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207,
208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 213, 214, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220,
023, 229, 230, 231, 233, 234, 235, 236, 239 and 240.
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SEC. 263. Persons criminally ligble. — The principals,

accomplices, and accessories, as defined in the Revised Penal
" Code, shall be, criminally liable for election offenses. If the
one responsible be a political party or an entity, its president -
or head, the officials and employees of the same, performing

duties connected with the offense committed and its members

who may be principals, accomplices, or accessories shall be

. liable, in addition to- the liability of such party or entity.
(Sec. 180, 1978 ECY)

SEC. 264. Penalties. — Any person found guilty of any

election offense under this Code shall be punished with im-
prisonment of not less than one year but not more than six

years and shall not be subject to probation. In addition, the
guilty party shall be sentenced to syffer disqualification to
hold public office and deprivation of the right of suffrage.
If he is a foreigner, he shall be sentenced to deportation which
shall be enforced after the prison term has been served. Any
political party found guilty shall be sentenced to pay a fine'of
not less than ten thousand pesos, which shall be imposed upon
such party after criminal action has been instituted in which
their corresponding officials have been found guilty, (Sec.
181, 1978 EC) -

In case of prisoner or prisoners illegally released from
any penitentiary or jail during the prohibited period as pro-
vided in Section 261, paragraph (n) of this Code, the direc-
tor of prisons, provincial warden, keeper of the jail or pri-
son, or persons who are required by law to keep said prisoner
in their custody shall, if convicted by a competent court, be
sentenced to suffer the penalty of prision mayor in its max-
imum period if the prisoner or prisoners so Hlegally released
commit any act of intimidation, terrorism or interference in
the election. (Sec. 79, 1971 EC)

Any person found guilty of the offense of failure to
register or failure to vote shall, upon conviction, be fined one
hundred pesos.* In addition, he shall suffer disqualification
to run for public office in the next succeeding election follow-
ing his conviction' or be- appointed to a public office for a

period of one year following his conviction. (Sec. 181, 1978
EC)

SEC. 265. Prosecution. — The Commission shall, through
its duly authorized legal officers, have Lhe exclusive power

* This is of doubtful constitutionality. .
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“to conduct preliminary investigation of all élection offenses
v 'punishable under this Code, and to prosecute the same. ’I_‘he
*- Commission may avail of the assistance of other prosecuting
arms of.the government: Provided, however, That in the

event that the Commission fails to act on any complaint with-"

$in four months from his filing, the complairant may file the

complaint with the office of the fiscal or with the Ministry
of Justice for proper investigation and prosecution, if war-

j ranted. (Sec. 182, 1978 EC; and Sec. 686, B\P 697)

%

SEC. 266. Arrests in connection. with the election cam-
paign. — No person shall be arrested and/or detained at any
time for any alleged offense committed during and in con-
nection .with any election through any act or language tend-

. ing to support or oppose any candidate, political party or
coalition of political parties under or pursuant to any order .
" of . whatever name or nature and hy whomsoever issued ex-
“‘cept only upon a warrant of arrest issued by a competent
: judge after. all the. requirements of the Constitution shall
. have been strictly complied with.

If the offense charged is punishable under a presidential

" decree .whether originally or- by amendment of a previous-
%" law, the death penalty shall not be imposed upon the offender
except where murder, rape or arson is involved. - In all cases,
#. the penalty shall not be higher than reclusion perpetua and

the offender shall be entitled to reasonable bail upon suffi-

" cient sureties to be granted speedily by the competent. court.

Moreover, loss-of the right of citizenship apd confiscation of
property shall not. be imposed.

Any officer or a person who ‘shall violate any prqvision
of this section shall be punished by imprisonment of not less
than six (6) years and one (1) day nor more than'twelve
(12) years, with the accessory penalties for election offenses.
The provision.of Section 267 .of this Code shall not apply to
prosecution under this section.

SEC. 267. Prescription. — Election offenses -shall pres-

. cribe after five yearg from the date of their commission. If

the discovery of the offense be made in an election contest
proceedings, the period of prescription shall commence on
the date on which the judgment in such proceedings becomes
final and executory. (Sec. 185, Id.)
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SEC. 268, Jurisdiction of cowrts. — The regional trial ..
court shall-have the exclusive original jurisdiction to try and ' .fZ

decide any criminal action or proceedings for "violation of

this. Code, except those relating to the offense of failure to '

register or failure to vote which shall be under the jurisdic-

tion of the metropolitan or municipal trial courts. From the . -}

decision of the courts, appeal will lie as in other criminal
cases. (Sec. 184, Id.)

_ SEC 2_69. Preferential disposition of election offenses. _
'I.‘he investigation and prosecution of cases involving viola-
tions of the election laws shall be given preference and prior-

ity by the Commission on Elections and prosecuting officials. -

Their investigation -shall be commenced without delay, and
shall be ‘resolved by the investigating officer within five days
fl:om its submission for resolution. The courts shall likewise
give preference to election offenses over all other cases, ex-
ce_pt petitions for writ of habeas corpus. Their trial shall like-
wise be commenced without delay, and shall bLe conducted
continuously until terminated, and the case shall be decided

;ﬁ:;';hi)n thirty days from its submission for decision, (P.D.
6 .

ARTICLE XXIII. — LEGAL FEES

SEC. 270. Collection of legal fees. — The Commission is

hereby authorized to collect fees as follows:
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_"" The cashier shall immediately report such payment to the
+ - Commission.

ARTICLE XXIV. — TRANSITORY PROVISIONS .

SEC. 272, Pending actions. — Pending é.ctions and causes

-

% of action arising before the effectivity of this Code shall be
.. governed by the laws then in force. (Sec. 246, 1971 EC)

SEC. 2738. Designation of certain pre-election acts imme-

" diately after the approval of this Code. — If it should no
7+ - longer be reasonably possible to observe the periods and dates

herein prescribed for certain pre-election acts in the election
immediately following the approval of this' Code, the Com-

S5 . mission shall fix other periods in order to ensure that voters

shalll not be deprived of their right of suffrage.

SEC. 274, Accreditation of dominemt opposition party.
— For purposes of the next local elections in 1986 and the
next presidential elections in 1987 or earlier, the dominant
opposition party shall be that political party, group or organ-

" ization or coalition of major national or regional political par-

ties opposed to the majority party which has the capability
to wage a bone fide nationwide campaign as shown by the
extent of its organization and the number of Members of Par-
liament affiliated with it: Provided, however, That with spe-
cifie referer}ce' to the next local elections in constituencies
which are represented in the Batasang Pambansa by Members

oA et Ty
S

who do not belong either to the majority party or to the poli-
tical party or coalition of political parties described above, .
fthe representatives of the opposition in the board of election
inspectors, board of canvassers or other similar bodies shall

L e L RS S
Ty

(a) For furnishing - certified transcript of
~ records or copies of any record, decision or ruling
or entry of which any person is entitled to de-

mand and ive a coj ; . . . .
(b) F receive a (’oé?lf(_' f(t)r every page ...... ‘ P 2.00 be proposed exclusively by the party to which said Member
- or every ceriilicate or writ or process  10.00 of the Batasang Pambansa belong: Provided, however, That
((3)) ?‘or each certificate not on process .... 2.00 it is registered before the next local elections.
n appropriate cases, for filing a second ' ' " , s e
and succeeding motions for reconsideration ... 50.00 Any political party, group or organization or coalition of

political parties seeking accreditation under this section shall
file a verified petition with the Commission on Elections sta-
ting therein such information as may be necessary to enable

(e} For every search of ziny record of move
than one year's standing- and reading the same 10.00

SEC. 271. Payment of Fees. — The fees mentioned in the P

I pang

3 the Commission to determine the qualification for accredi- jx
preceding section shall be paid to the cashier of the Commission tation in accordance-with the standard herein provided. : 2\%
w]lq .s}?}::ll- in all cases .issue a 1’ece.ipt for the same and shall The Commission on Elections shall aceredit the dominant vg
enter the ?nlount received upon his book specifying the date *'. opposition party not later than thirty days before the campaign Y
when received, the fee, and the person from whom received. B - period in every election. 1!

sl L
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In case a presidential election is held before the _nexf

local elections or before the presidential election in 1987,

the provisions of the Constitution shall be enforced in deter- l
mining which shall be the dominant opposition party for pur-

poses of the next local elections.* ‘

SEC. 275. Party representatives in the board of election

inspectors. — Until such time as the ‘two accredited political
parties are-determined in accordance with the provisions: of
the Constitution, the two members shall each be proposed by
the ruling party and the dominant opposition party as may

be determined by the Commission pursuant to the provisions
-of this Code. : . .

SEC. 276. Appropriations, and nsuramce for board of

election inspectors. — The cost of holding the next local elect-
ions provided in this Code shall be funded out of the current
appropriations of the Commission on Elections provided for
this purpose. In case of deficiency, additional funding may
"be provided out of the gpecial activities fund intended for
special priority activities authorized in the General Appro-
priations Act. ' '

The chairman and the poll clerk of the board of election
inspectors shall receive per diem at the rate of one hundred
pesos ‘on election day and fifty pesos on each of the registra-
tion and revision days. The inspectors of the political par-
ties shall be granted a per diem of fifty pesos. on election
day and twenty-five pesos on each of the registration and
revision days. Education support personnel of the Ministry
of -Education, Culture and Sports shall receive a per diem of
twenty-five pesos during election day. '

Supervisors, principals and other administrators of the
Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports who may be asked
by the Commission, and actually report, for supervisory as-
signment during registration and election day shall be en-
titled to a per diem of fifty pesos.

. T_he provincial, city and m'unicii:al‘ treasurers shall re-
celve per diem at the rate of one hundred pesos on election
day. ; T

Payments of per diems under-this section shall be made

within seventy-two hours after the election or registration
day.

*The board of clection inspectors is now non-partisan.
¢
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The chairman, poll clerk and party representatives in

-

¥ the board of election inspectors shall be insured with the Gov-

rnment Service Insurance System at fifty thousand pesos each

2 under terms and conditions that shall be agreed upon by the.

Chairman of the Commission, the Minister of the Budget, and

' the Minister of Education, Culture and Sports.

SEC. 277. Special election for If'residmt_ before 1987. —
In case a vacancy in the Office of the President occurs before
the presidential election in 1987, the_Speaker.of the Batasz;ng
Pambansa shall act as President until a President and a Vice-
President or either of them_sha]l have been elected and shall
have qualified. Their term of office shall commence at_noon
of the tenth day following their proclamation, and shall end
at noon on the thirtieth day of June of the sixth year there-
after. ' .

The Acting President may not declare martial law or

% guspend the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus without

the prior consent of at least a majority of all the Members

i of the Batasang Pambansa, or issue .any .decree, order or

letter of instructions while the lawmaking power of the Pres-

'ident is in force. He shall be deemed automatically on leave

and the Speaker Pro-Tempore shall act as Speaker. While
acting as President, the Speaker may ngt be _removed. He
shall not be eligible.for election in the .1mmed1ately succeed-
ing election for President and Vice-President.

The Batasang Pambansa ghall, at ten o'clock in the -morn-
ing of the third day after.the vacancy occurs, copvenfa in
accordance with its rules without need of. a call _and w1t1hn;
ceven days enact a law calling for a special  election ‘to elec
a President and a° Vice-President to be held not e'arher tha\?l
forty-five days nor later than sixty days f.rom the time of sucd
call. The bill calling such special election s!mll be deem;e]
certified under paragraph (2), Section 19., Article VIIT of t e
Constitution and shall become law upon its app_royal on th1;d
reading by thé Batasang Pambansa. . Appropriations for the
gpecial election shall be charged against any current fappro-
priations and ghall be exempt from the requirements of para-
graph (4), Section 16 of Article VIIT pf the Consi':ltutlon.
As provided in the third paragraph, Section 9 of Article VII

thereof, the convening of the Batasang Pambansa cannot be,

suspended nor the special election postponed. No special elect-
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_ion shall be called if the vacancy occurs within seventy days
before the date of the presidential election of 1987.

Appointments extended by the Acting President shall re-
main effective, unless revoked by the newly elected Pres-
‘ident within ninety days from his assumption of office,

SEC. 278. Special election to fil existing vacancies in the
Batasang Pambansa. — The election of Members to fill exist-
ing vacancies in the Batasang Pambansa shall be held simul-
taneously with the next local election in 1986 or in the next
special national election for President and Vice-President if
one is held earlier. .

SEC. 279, Elective officials in existing - sub-provinces. —
The election of elective public officials in existing sub-pro-
vinces shall likewise be held simultaneously with the next local
elections of 1986 and 1990 in accordance with their respective
charters, subject to the same term, qualifications, manner of
election and resolution of election controversies as are herein
provided for comparable provincial elective officials.

ARTICLE XXV. — FINAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 280. Reorganization of the Commission on Elections.
— In order to promote maximum efficiency in carrying out
constitutional duty to insure free, orderly and honest elect-
jons and in discharging its judicial powers and functions un-
der the Constitution, the Commission is hereby authorized to
reorganize its office within twelve months after the first
election to be held under this Code. It may create, merge, or
abolish departments, offices, divisions or units, redistribute
functions and reassign personnel, change designations of ex-
isting positions subject to pertinent existing laws and regu-
lations. It may recommend the. levels and rates of salaries
of its subordinate officials and employees subject to the laws
and regulations on civil service and compensation, position
classification and standardization of salaries: Provided, That
no permanent official or employee already in the service of
the Commission, upon approval of this Code, shall be laid
off, or demoted in rank or salary.

SEC. 281. Separability clause. — If for any reason any
section or provision of this Code, or any portion thereof, or
the application of such section, provision or portion to any

%' pergon, group or circumsta

. orders, rules and regulations, or par

ration.
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nee is declared invalid or uncons-

titutional, the remainder of this Code or the application of
guch gection, provision or portion thereof to other persons,
groups or circumstances shall not be affected by such decla-

SEC. 282. Repealing clause. — Presidential Decree No.

I.“'1.296, otherwise known as The 1978 Election Code, as amended,

ther election laws, decrees, executive
ts thereof, inconsistent
with the provisions of this Code are hereby repealed, except
Presidential Decree No. 1618 and Batas Pambansa B}g. 20 gov-
erning the election of the members of the Sangguniang Pam-

is hereby repealed. All o

" pook of Regions IX -and XII

SEC. 283. Effectivity. — This Code shall take effect upon

) its approval,

Approved,

(SGD.) NICANOR E. YRIGUEZ
' Speaker

This. Act was'passed by the First Batasang Pambansa on

- _November 28, 1985,

(SGD.) ANTONIO M. DE GUZMAN
Secretary General .

Ap.pz_'oved: December 3, 1985

(SGD;) FERDINAND E. MARCOS
President of the Philippines

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 6636

AN ACT RESETTING THE LOCAL ELECTIONS FRO}P)-‘I
NOVEMBER 9, 1987 TO JANUARY 18, 1988, AMEND-
ING FOR THIS PURPOSE EXECUTIVE ORDER NUM-
BERED TWO HUNDRED AND SEVENTY

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representalives of
the Philippines in Congress assembled:

i
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