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• Jose N. Nolledo is a bar topnotcher, a lawyer. a professor of law. a bar reviewer. a 

CPA law reviewer. a composer. a law author. a short·story writer. a debater. a 
constitutionalist. a poet and a Catholic lay leader . 

•. !Ie was born 57 years ago in Barrio Inagawan. Puerto Pr(ncesa City in Palawan. 
His parents, now deceased, were from Miagao, Iloilo. 
He is married to lawyer· CPA Mercedita Villarosa Santiago of Cabanatuan City ,-",ho 
graduated as valedictorian in Jaw and as valedict'orian in commerce, from the Uni· 
versity of the Philippines; she topped (2nd place) the Bar Examinations of 1965 
and she topped (2nd place) the CPA Examination! of 1960. They have three children. 
Michael Teodoro (UP), Emilie Grace (Ateneo.University) ,and Nico Jose (La Salle· 
Green Hills). .. .. 
He finished the law course (cum laude) and Master of Laws (major in Taxation) and 
he landed third place in the 1958 Bar Examinations where the original passing per· 

.. r •• ~!!l)t_ag~ wa~ .9.nly .11 %, tOPP'ing .all. private sc~ools. missing the first place by .30,t,· 
~ -, ~and second place ,by .15%. During his college days, he was voted as Most Outstanding 

Stt:d~f.or.tht;.,!ear !.nd:he~was'grveii_!everal awards for academic excellence and. 
stuaent leadership. I.. 

He has written more than one hundred titles in law and some of these titles found 
their way to different libraries of the· world ,like the Harvard University Library 
and the Library of Stanford University. He was cited as law authority by the Philip' 
pine Supreme Court. 
He had the opportunity to write the Constitution twice: first. when he was eleded 
Delegate to the 1971 Constitutional Convention representing the then Lone District 
of Palawan and second. when he was appointed as Member of the 1986 Constitutional 
Commission. 
In the 1911 Constitutional Convention. he was voted one of the Ten Most Out·· 
standing Delegates; he was'Vice·Chairman of the Committee on Taxation and 
Debt Managert:l.ent and Chairman. Sub·Committee on Protection to Labor. He refused 
to sign the 1973 Constitution. He was one of the Delegates sent to jail by Marcos 
upon declaration of Martial Law. . 

• In the 1986 Constitutional Commission, he was Chairman of the Committee on Local 
Governments and he authored several provisions now found in the New Constitu·. 
tion among which are: the provision that no 'person shall be detained solely by 
reason of his political beliefs and aspirations. the provision that the Philippines is 
a republican and democratic State, the provision that the State values the dignity 
of every human person and guarantees full respect (or human rights. the provision 
that the right of the State to recover or forfeit iII·gotten wealth by public officers 
shall not prescribe. the provision that the State shall endeavor to give free medical 
care to paupers. the provisions on the grant of meaningful and authentic local auto. 
nomy. the provision on use of discretionary funds. the provision that in the grant 
of rights. privileges and concessions covering the national economy and patrimony, 
preference shall be given to Filipinos, the provision against dummyism. the pro· 
vision against political dynasty and many others. 
He was National President of the Holy Name Society of the Philippines; he was 
Vice·President of the Philippine Constitution Association (PHILCONSA); he was 
Member of the Board of Trustees of the College of the Holy Spirit of Manila. In 
1963. he was voted Most Outstandit.g Holynamer of the Year. In 1986. he was 
awarded as Mo.st Out.standing Alumnus of Far Eastern Univer.sity and Mo.st Out· 
.standing Alumnus of Palawan High School. In 1988, he was awarded the F.E.U. 
Pre.sidential Medal of Merit by F.E.U. Pre.sident Josephine Cojuangco Reye.s. 
He taught in San Beda College. De La SalJe University. UniverSity of the Ent. 
Far Eastern University. Assumption College. University of Santo Tomas. and 
L.yeeum of the Philippines. He was Executive Vice-President of the Philippine Review 
Center. 
He is now Bar Reviewer of Ateneo Law School and University of the East. 
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Cabinet Bill No.2 

Republic of the' Philippines 
, 

FIRST, BATASANG PAMBANSA' 

.. Second Session, 

Begun arid held in Quezon City, Metropolitan Manila, on 
Monday,' the twe·nty-second·day 'of July, nineteen hundred 
. . . and eighty-five. 

(Batas .Pambansa Big. 881) 

OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE OF THE PHILIl'PINES 

Be it 'enacted. by the Batasang. PQ-nihansa.in session assembled: 

. 'Article I.-GENERAL PROVISIONS 
. \ ! 

. Section 1. Title.-This Act shall' be known and cited as 
the "Omnibus Election Code of the Philippines." (New),p 

Sec. 2. Ap-plicabilitY.~This ,Code shall govern all elEiction·s 
of public officers and, to the extent appropriate, all referenda 

, arid plebiscites. (Sec. 2 1978 EC) .. 

Sec. 3. Election and ca,mpaig?l- .periods.-,-Unless otherwise 
fix'ed in special cases by the Commission on· Elections, which 
hereinafter- shali be referred to as the. Commission, the election 
period shall commence ninety days. before the day of the elec
tion and.shall end thirty days thereafter.' (Sec. 6, A,·t, XIl-C, 
Canst.) . 

',.1 

The period of campaign. shall be as follows: 

1. Presidential and Vice~Presidential Election-gO days'; 
2. Election o~ Members ,of the Batasang Pambansa and Lo-

cal Election-45 days'; and , '. 
3. Barangay Election-I5 days .. 

The campaign periods shall not include the day before and 
the day of the election. ' 

1 
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2 OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE 

However, in case of special elections under Article VIII 
Section 5, Subsection (2) of the Constitution, the campaig~ 
period shall be forty-five days.- . 

, Sec. 4. Obligation to "egister and vote.-It shall be the 
obligation of every Citizen qualified to vote to register and 
cast his vote. (Sec. 5, 1978 EC) 

Sec. 5. Postponement of election.-When for any serious 
cause such as violence, terrorism, loss or destruction of elec
tion paraphernalia or records, force majew'e, and other ana
logous causes of such a nature that the holding of a free, order
ly an.d. h.onest election should hecome impossible in any political 
SUb?l.vlsIOn, the C?mmission; rrwtu prop,io or upon a verified 
petItIon by any mterested party, and after due notice and 
hearin!!, whereby all interested parties are afforded equal op
portumty to be heard, shall postpone the election therein to 
a date which should be reasonably close to the date of the elec
tion not held, suspended or which resulted in a failure to elect 
but not later than thirty days after the cessation of the cause 
for such postponement or suspension of the 'election or failure 
to elect. (Sec. 6, 1978 EC) •• 

. Sec. 6. Fail~'re of election.-If, on account of force majeure, 
VIOlence, terrorIsm, fraud, or other analogous causes the elec
tion in any polling place has not been held on the date fixed 
or had been suspended before the hour fixed by la;v for th~ 
closing of the voting, or after the voting and during the pre
paration and the transmission of the election returns or in the 
custody or canvass thereof, such election results in a failure to 
elect~ and in' any of such' cases the'failure or slispension of 
electIOn would affect the result of the election, the Commission 
shall, on the basis of a verified petition by any interested 
party ,~nd a.fter due notic,: and hearing, call for the holding 
or contmuatIOn. of the electIOn not held, suspended or which re-

,suited in a failure to elect on a date reasonably close to the 
date of the election not held, suspended or which resulted in 
a f~i1ure to elect but not later than thirty days after the ces
satIOn of the cause of such postponement or suspension of' 
the election or failure to elect. (SIk.. 7, 1978 EC)·* 

.. Hefer to Section 4 of R. A. No. 7166, infra for new provision on 
election and campaign period . 

... With respect to Sections 5, G and 7, refer Lo Section 4 of RepUblic 
Act No. 716G, infra. 
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Sec. 7. Call of spc;";al electio1!.-( 1) In case a vacancy arises 
in the Batasang Pambansa eighteen months or more before a 
regular election the Commission shall call a special election , I 

to be held within sixty days after the vacancy occurs to 
elect the Member to serve the unexpired term. (Sec. (2), 
Art. VII, Const.) 

(2) In case of the dissolution of the Batasang Pambansa, 
the President shall call an election which shall not be held ear
lier than forty-five nor later than sixty days from the date 
of such dissolution. (Sec. 13(2), Art. VIII, Canst.} 

The Commission shall send sufficient copies 'of its resolu
tion for the holding of the election to its provincial election su
pervisors and election registrars for dissemination, who shall 
post copies thereof in at least three conspicuous places, pre
ferably where public meetings are held in each city or munic-
ipalityaffected. (Sec. 8, 1978 EC) ... . 

Sec. 8. Election Code to be available in polling places.-A 
printed copy of this Code in English or in the national language 
shall be provided and be made available by the Commission in 
every polling place, in order that it may, be readily consulted 
by any person 'in need thereof on the registration, revision and 
election days. (Sec. 9, 1978 EC) , ' 

Sec. 9. Officia~ mail and telegram relative to elections.
Papers connected with the 'election and required by this Code 
to be sent by public officers in the performance of their elec
tion duties shall be free of postage and sent by· registered 
special delivery mail. Telegrams of ,the same nature shall 
likewise be transmitted free of charge by government telecom
munications and similar facilities. 

It shall be the duty of the Postmaster General, the Di
rector of the Bureau of Telecommunications, and the man
agers of private telecommunication companies to transmit im
mediately and in preference to all ,other' c'ommunications or 
telegrams, messages reporting election results and such other 
messages or communications which the Commission may re
quire or may be necessary to ensure free, honest and orderly 
elections. (Sec. 10, 1978 EC) 

... Refer to R. A. 6645 on the manner of filling a vacancy in the 
Congress of the Philippines under the 1987 Constitution. 



4. OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE 

Sec. 10. Elections expemes.~Except in barangay elections, 
such expenses as may be necessary and reasonable in con
nection with the elections, referenda, plebiscites and other si
milar exercises shall be paid by the Commission. The Commis
sion ll1ay direct that in the provinces, cities or municipalities, 
the election expens'es chargeable to the Commission be advanced 
by the province, city or municipality 'concerned subject to re
imbursement by the Commission upon presentation of the pro
per bill. 

Funds needed by' the Commission to defray the ~xpenses 
for the holding of regular and special elections, referenda and 
plebiscites shall be provided in the regular appropriations of 

. the Commission which, upon request, shall immediately be re
leased to the' Commission. In case of deficiency, the amount 
so provided shall be augmented from the special activities funds 
in the general appropriations act and 'from those specifically 

. appropriated for the purpose in special laws. (Neiv) , 

Sec. 11. Failure to assume office.-The office of any offi
cial elected who fliils or refuses to take his oath of office within 
six months from his proclamation shall be considered vacant, 
unless said failure is. for a cause or causes beyond his control. 

Sec. 12. Disqualifications.-Any person who has been de
clared by competent authority insane Or incompeten't, or has 
been sentenced by final judgment for SUbversion, insul"l"ection, 
rebellion or for any offense for which he has been sentenced 
to a penalty of more than eighteen months or .for a crime in
volving moral turpitude, shall be disqualified to be a candidate 
and to hold any office, unless he has heen given plenary pardon 
or granted amnesty .. 

The disqualifications to be a candidate herein provided 
shall be deemed removed upon the declaration by competent 
authority that said insanity or incompetence' had been removed 
or after the expiration of a period of five years from his ser
vice of sentence, unless within the same period he again be
comes disqualified. 

Article Ir.-ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

Sec. 13. Regula?' election fo,' President and Vice-P,·esident. 
-The regular election for President and Vice-President of the 

OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE 5 

Philippines shall be held on the first Monday of May Ninete~n 
hundred eighty seven (1987) and on the same ~ay eve"rj SIX 
years thereafter .. The President-elect and the Vlce-Pre~ld~nt
elect shall assume office at twelve o'clock noon on the thIrtIeth 
day of June next following the election and' shall end a~ noon 
of the same date; six years thereafter when the term of hIS suc
cessor' shall begin. * 

Sec. 14 Special election for P"esident and· Vice-President.
In case a vacancy occurs for the Office of the President and 
Vice-President the Batasang- Pambansa· shall, at ten o'clock in , . 
the morning of the third day after the vacancy occurs, con~e~e 
in accordance with its rules without need of a call and wlthm 
seven days enaCt a law calling for· a special election.to elect 
a President and a Vice-President to be held not earlIer than 
forty-five days nor later tha~ sixty days from the time of such 
call. The bill calling such special election shall be deemed cer
tified under paragraph (2), Section 19, Article VIII of the 
Constitution and shall become law upon its approval on third 
reading by the Batasang pambansa·. Appropriations for t.he 
special election shall be charged against any current appropna
tions and shall be exempt from the requirements of paragraph 
(4), Section 16 of Article VIII of the CQnstitution. The con
vening of the Batasang Pambansa cannot be suspended nor the 
special election postponed. No special election shall be called 
if the vacancy occurs within seventy days before the date of 
the presidential election of 1987. (Sec. 9, 8"d par. At·t. VII, 

Const.) *. 
Sec. 15. Canvass of votes for President and Vice-President 

b'j. the provincial or city board of canvasse·rs.---':The pr?vin
cial city or district boards of canvassers in Metropolitan Ma
nil;, as the case may be, shall meet not later than. six o'clock 
in the evening on election day to canvass the electIOn re~urns 
that may have already beeri received by them: respectIvely. 
It shall meet continuously. from day to day· untIl the can.v~ss 
is completed, but may adjourn only for the purpose of. awalhn.g 
the other election returns. Each time the board adjourns, It 
shall make a total of all the votes cast for each candidate ·~or 
President 'and for Vice-President, duly authenticated by t~e s.lg
natures and thumbmarks of all the members of the prOVInCIal, 

• See Sec. 2, R. A. No. 7166, infra. 
.... Refer to Section 10, Article VII of the 1987 Constitution which 

supersedes thi~ Section ~4. 
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city or district board of canvassers, furnishing the Commission 
in Manila by the fastest means of communication a copy there
of, and making available the data contained therein to mass 
media and other interested parties. Upon the completion of 
the canvass, the board shall prepare a certificate of canvass 
showing the votes' received by each candidate for the office 
of the President and for Vice-President', duly' authenticated 
by ,the signatures and thumbmarl{s of all the members of the 
provincial, city or district board of canvassers. Upon the com
pletion of the certificate of canva'il!, the board 'shall certify and 
transmit the said certificate of canvass. to the Speaker of the 
Batasang Pambansa. 

The provincial, city and district boards of canvassers shall 
prepare the certifi~ate of canvass for the election of President, 
and Vice-President, supported by a statement of votes by pol
ling place, in quintuplicate by the use of carbon papers ,or such 
other means as the Commission shaH prescribe to the end that 
all five copies shall be legibly produced in one handwriting. The 
five copies of the certificate of canvass must bear the signatures 
and thumbmarks of all the members of the board.' Upon the 
completion of these certificates and statements, they shall be 
enclosed in envelopes furnished by the Commission and sealed 
and immediately distributed as follows: the original copy shali 
be enclosed and sealed in the envelope directed to the Speaker 
and delivered to him at the Batasang Pambansa by the fastest 
possible means; the second copy shall likewise be enclosed and 
sealed in the envelope 'directed to the Commission; the third 
copy shall be retained by the provincial election supervisor, 
In the case of the provincial board of canvassers, and by the 
city 'election registrar, in the case of the city board of can
vassers; and one copy each to the authorized representatives of 
the. ruling party and the dominant, opposition poJ'itical party. 
Failure to comply with the requirements of this section shall 
constitute an election offense. (Sec. 1, Art. VIII, Const.) *''* 

Sec. 16. Counting of votes for President and Vice-President 
by t!~~ Batasang Pa1nbansa.-The certificates of canvass" duly 
certIfIed, by the board of canvassers of each province, city 

, or district in Metropolitan Manila shall be transmitted to the 
Speaker of the Batasang, Pambansa, who shall, not later than 
thirty days after the day of the election, convene the Bata-

*** Refer to Section 4, Article VII of the 1987 Constitution and to 
Section 30 of R. A. No. 7166, infra. 

"Ii 
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sang Pambansa in session and in its presence open all the cer
tificates of canvass, and the votes shall then be counted. (Sec. 
1, A1·t. VII, Canst.)' 

Sec. 17. Correction of e1"1'ors in certificate 'and supporting 
statement already tmnsmitted to tlie Speaker.-No correction 
of errors allegedly committed in the certificate of canvass and 
suppOli;ing statement already transmitted to the Speaker of 
the Batasang Pambansa shall be ,allowed, subject to the pro
visions of the succeeding section., (BP 125) •• 

Sec. 18. Preservation of ballot boxes, their keys, and dis
position of their contents.-Until 'after the completion by the 
Batasang Pambansa of the canvassing of,the votes and until an 
uncontested proclamation of the President-elect and Vice-Pres
ident-elect shall have been obtained, the provincial, city or dis
trict b~lrrdof canvassers under the joint responsibility with 
the provincial, city or municipal treasurers shall provide for 
the' safekeeping ancl, storage of the ballot boxes in a safe and 
closed chamber secured by four padlocks: one to be provided 
by the corresponding board chairman; one by the provincial 
or city treasurer concerned; and one each by the ruling party 
and the accredited dominant opposition political party.'" 

Sec. 19. When certificate of canvass is incomplete or bears 
e;'asures 01" altemtions.-When the certificate of canvass, duly 
certified by the board of canvassers of each province, city or 
district in Metropolitan Manila and transmitted to the Speaker 
of the Batasang Pambansa, as provided in the Constitution, 
appears to be incomplete, the Speaker shall require the board 
of canvassers concerned to transmit to his office, by personal 
delivery, the election' returns from polling places that were 
not included in the certificate of canvass and supporting state
ments. Said election returns shall b.e submitted by personal 
delivery to the Speaker within two days from receipt of no-
tice. 

When it appears that any' certificate of canvass or sup
porting statement of votes by polling place bears erasures or 
ulterations which may cast doubt as to the veracity of the 
number of votes stated therein and may affect the result of 
the election, the Batasang Pambansa upon request of the Pres-

>jo Sec Sec. 3D, R. A. No. 7l166, infra . 
•• See Sec. 30, R. A. No. 7166. infra. 

*«* See Sec. 3D, R. A. No. 71ij6, infra. 

" 
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idential or 'Vice-Presidential candidate concerned or his party 
shall, for the sole purpose of verifying the actual number of 
votes cast for President or Vice-President, count the votes as 
they appear iil the copies of the 'election returns for the Com
m!ss!on. For ~his purpose, the Speaker shall require the Com
mISSIOn to delIver its copies of ,the election returns to the Ba
tasang Pambansa. (EP 125) • 

. Sec. 20. Proclamation of the President-elect and Vic~-Pres
,dent-elect.-Upon the compl~ti<in of the canvass of the votes 
by the Batasang Pambansa, the persons obtaining the highest 
number of votes for President and for Vice-President shall 
be declared elected; but in case two or more shall have an equal 
and ~he highest number of votes, 'one of them shall be chosen 
PreSIdent or Vice-President, as the case may be, by a'majority 
vote of all the Members of the Batasang ,Pambansa in 'session 
assembled. (Sec. 5, A,·t. VII, Const.) 

In cas: there are certificates' of canvass which have not 
been submItted to the Speaker of the Batasang Pambansa on 
accoun.t of mi~si?g election returns, a proclamation may be 
made If .the mISSIng certificates will not affect the results of 
the electIOn. ' 

. In, case the certificates of canvass which were not sub
mItted on account of missing election returns will affect the 
results of 'the election, no proclamation shall be made. Th 
Speaker shall immediately instruct the boards of canvasser: 
concerned to, obtain the missing election returns from th 
boards of election inspectors or, if the returns have been los~ 
or destroyed. upon prior authority from the Commission, to use 
any aut~entJc copy of said election returns for the purpose' of 
conductIng the ,canvass, and thereafter issue the certificates of 
ca.nvass. The certificates of canvass shall be immediately trans
mItted to the Speaker of the Batasang Pambansa. 

. . Proclamation shall be made only upon submission of all cer
tJ~ICates of canvass or when the missing c.ertificates of canvass 
WIll not affect the results of the election. (Neg) •• 

Article IlL-ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE 
BATASANG PAMBANSA 

* See Sec. 30, R. A. No. 7166. infra. 
.. See Sec. 4; Art. VII, 1987 Constitution. 
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Sec. 21. Regular election of Members of the Batasang Pam
bans a.-The rell"ular election of the Members of the Batasang 

, Pambansa shall be held on the second Monday of May, Nine
teen hundred and ninety (1990) and on the same day every six 
years thereafter. (Sec. 5(1), A,·t. VIII, Const.) • 

Sec. 22. Special election for Members of the Batasang Pam
bansa.-In case a vacancy arises in the Batasang Pambansa 
eight~en months or more before 'a regular election, the Com
mission shall call a special election to be held within sixty days 
after the vacancy occurs to elect the Member to- serve the 
unexpired term. (Sec. 5, Subsec. (2), A,-t. VIII, Const.) " 

The Batasang Pambansa through a duly approved resolu
tion or an official communication of the Speaker when it is 
not in session shall certify to the Commission the existence 
of said vacancy. 

Sec. 23. Composition of the Batasang Pambansa.-The Ba
tasang Pamliansa shall be composed of not more than two hU'll-' 
dred Members elected from the different provinces of the Philip
pines with their component cities, highly urbanized cities and 
districts of Metropolitan Manila, thos~ elected or selected from 
various sectors as provided herein, and, those chosen by the 
President from the members of the Cabinet. (Sec. 2, A,t. VIII, 
Const.) •• , 

Sec. 24. ApPoTtionment of representatives.'-Until a new 
apilOrtionment shall have been made~ the Members of the Ba
tasang Pambansa shall be apportioned in accordance with the 
Ordinance appended to the Constitution, as follows: 

National Capital Region: Manila, 6; Quezon City, 4; 
Caloo-can, 2; Pasay, 1; Pasig and Marikina, 2; Las Piiias 
and Paraiiaque, 1; Makati, 1; Malabon, Navotas and Va
lenzuela, 2; San Juan and Mandaluyong, 1 Taguig, Pateros 

, and Muntinglupa,1. 
Region 1:'Abra, 1; Benguet, 1; llocos Norte with Laoag 

City, 2; IIocos Sur, 2; La Union, 2 Mountain Province, 1; , 
• See Sec. 2, R. A. No. 7166, 'infra. 

*" See R. A. 6645. 
. *** See Sees. 2 and 5, Article VI of the 1987 Constitution on new 

composition of the Congress (Senate and House of Representatives) 
* See Ordinance to the 1987 Constitution on new legislative districts; 

see also Section 5 (1), Article VI of the 1987 Constitution. 
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Pangasi.nan. with the cities of Dagupan and San Carl 
6, BagUto City, 1.' os, 

3. K ~egion II: Batanes, 1; Cagayan, 3; Hugao, 1; Isabela, 
, a mga-Apayao, 1; Nueva Vizcaya, 1; QUirino, 1. 

~egton I!I: Bataan, 1; Bulacan, 4; Nueva Ecija with 
the cities of Cabanatuan, Palayan and San Jose 4' Pa 
panga ~vith Angeles City, 4; Tarlac 2' Zambales' 1: 01 m
gapo City, 1. ' , , , on-

Regionlv.: Aurora, 1; Batangas with the cities of Ba
tangas and, Llpa, 4; Cavite with the cities of Cavite T'a 
gaytay ~nd Trece Martires, 3; Laguna with San Pablo 'C't -
4; Mar.mduque, 1;. Occidental Mindoro, 1; Oriental ~i:~ 
foro, 2, P.alawan ~Ith Puerto Princesa City, 1; Quezon with 

ucena City, 4; Rlzal, 2; Romblon, 1. 

. Region, V: .Albay with Legaspi City, 3. Camarines 
N.Olte, 1; Camarmes Sur with the cjties of Iriga and NafTa 
4, Catanduanes, 1; Masbate, 2 'Sorso"on ? ., , 

. Re~ion. VI: Aklan: 1; Anti~ue, 1; 0 Ca'pi~' with Roxas 
't~lty,.;, Ilo;lo

B 
with IlOilo City, 5; Negros Occidental with 

e
d 

CSI .lles 
0 acolod, Bago, Cadiz, La Carlota San Carlos 

an lay, 7. J 

~egion VI!: Bohol with Tagbilaran City, 3; Cebu ~ith 
the cities ~f Danao, Lapu-Lapu, Mandaue and Toledo 6' 
Negros Oriental with the cities of Eais Canlaon and 'n .' 
maguete: 3; Siquijor, 1; Cebu City, 2. ' u-

lob' ReOlon VIII: Leyte with the cities of Ormoc and Tac-
an, 5; Southern Leyte, 1; Eastern Samar l' N th Samar l' S· , , or ern , .' amar with Calbayog City, 2. 

RegtOn IX: Basilan, 1; Sulu l' Tawi-Tawi l' Z 
boanga del Norte with the cities' of' Dapitan and n' ~m
~;t;~~boanga del Sur with Pagadian City, 3; Zam~~~n';; 

A Region X: Agusan del Norte 'rith Butuan City' l' 
gusan del Sur, 1; Bukidnon 2' Cantiguin l' M' ' .' 

Occidental 'th th .. " , , Isamls 
. . WI. e .cltles of Oroquieta"Ozamis and Tan-

gub, 1, Mlsaml.s Onental with Gingoog City 2' S . 
del Norte with Surigao City, 1; Cagayan de O~o Crt urligao 

Reg' XI S . I y, . 10:" : ungao del Sur, 1; Davao del Norte, 3; 
Davao Onental, I! Davao del Sur, 2; South Cotabato with 
General, Santos City, 3; Davao City, 2. 

, Re,!io:" XII: Lan~o del Norte, 1; Lanao del Sur with 
Marawl City, 2; Magumdanao with Cotabato City, 2; North 
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Cotabato, 2; Sultan Kudarat, 1; Iligan City, 1. (Sec. 1, 
Ordinance Appended· to Const.) 

Any province that may hereafter be created or any com
ponent city that ·may hereafter be declared by or pursuant 
to law as a highly urbanized city shall be entitled in the im
mediately 'following election to at least one Member or such 
number of Members as it may be entitled to on the basis of 
the number of the inhabitants and on the same uniform and 
progressive ratio used in the last preceding apportionment, The 
number of Members apportioned to .the province out of which 
the new province was created or where the new highly urbanize,l 
city is geographiclllly located shall be correspondingly adjusted 
by the Commission, but such adjustment shaH not be made 
within one hundred twenty days before the, election. (Sec. 2, 
BP Res. 112, ld.) 

Sec. 25. Voting by p1'ovince and its component cities, by 
liighly W'ban-ized city or by district in Metropolitan Manila.
All candidates shall be voted at large by. the registered voters 
of their respective constituencies. The candidates correspond
ing to the number of Member or Memhers to be elected in a 

. constituency who receive the highest mimber of votes shalt be 
declared elected. (Sec; 3, BP 697) *. 

Sec. 26. Sectoral representatives.*-There shall be three sec
tors to be represented in the Batasang Pambansa, namely: (1) 
youth; (2) agricultural labor; (3) industrial labor whose rep
resentatives shall be elected, in the manner herein provided. 
Each sector shall be entitled to four representatives, two of 

'whom shaH come from Luzon, one from Visayas, and one from 
Mindanao: PI'ovided, That· the youth sector shall be entitled 
to two additional sectoral representatives who shall be elected 
from any part of the country. (Sec. 4, BP 697) 

Sec. 27. Scope of the sectors.-The agricultural labor sec
tor covers all persons who personally and physically till the 
land as their principal occupation. It includes agricultural 
tenants and lessees, rural workers' and farm employees, owner
cultivators, settlers and small fishermen. (Sec. 5, BP 697) 

•• See Sec. 3~ R. A. 6646, infra. 
* Refer to Section 5· (2), Article VI of the 1987 Constitution and 

to Executive Order No. 918 (1987) providing for the manncr of nomination 
and appointment of sectoral representatives to the House of Representa
tives. 
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The industrial labor sector includes all non-agricultural 
\vorkers and employees, 

The youth sector embraces persons not more than twenty-
fiv'e years of age. (Sec. 5, BP 697)" ' 

Sec. 28. Selection' of sectoral 1·epresentatives.-Not later 
than twenty days after the' election of provincial, city or dis- , 
trict representatives, the most representative an'd generally re
cognized organizations or aggroupments of members of the 
agricultural labor, industrial labor, and youth sectors, as at
tested to by the Ministerd of Agrarian Reform, and of Agri
culture and Food, the Minister of Labor and Employment, and 
the Ministers of Local Government and of Education, Culture 
and Sports, respectively, shall, in accordance with the proce
dures of said organizations or aggroupments of members of the 
sector, submit to the President their respective nominees for 
each slot allotted for each sector. The President shall appoint 
from among the nominees submitted by the aforementioned 
organizations or aggrouprnents the representatives of each sec-
~~' ' ' 

In recogmzmg the most representative' and generally re- , 
cognized organizations or aggroupments, the Ministers of Ag
rarian Reform and of Agriculture and Food, the Minister of 
Labor and Employment, and the Ministers of Local Govern
ment and of Education, Culture and Sports shall consider: 

(a) The extent of membership and activity of the or
ganization or aggroupment which should be national; 

(b) The responsiveness of the organization or aggroup
ment to the legitimate aspirations of its sector; 

(c) The militancy and consistency of the organ'ization 
or aggroupment in espousing the cause and promoting the 
welfare of the sector consistent with that of the whole 
country; 

(d) The observance by such organization or aggroup
rnent of the nIle of law; and 

(e) Other analogous factors. 

The p,resident of the Philippines shall, in writing, notify 
the Secretary-General of the Batasang. Parnbansa of the ap
pointment made by him of any sectoral representative. 

U Ibid. 
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Except as herein otherwise provided, sect~r~l. :epres.enta
tives shall ,have the same function~,. re~ponslblhtles, rights, 
privileges, qualifications and disqualifIcatIOns as t~e. repr~sen- , 
tatives from the provinces and their c0n:'ponent c~tles, highly, 
urbanized cities or districts of Metropolitan Mamla. (Sec, 6, 

BP 697)'" 

Article IV,-ELECTION OF LOCAL OFFICIALS 
" ' 

Sec. 29, Regular elections of local officials,-Th~ .election 
of provincial, city and municipal officials, whose positIOns are 

'd d f by the Local Government Code shall be held provi e or . 'b d 
throughout the Philippines in the manner herem presc.rl e ~n 
the first Monday of May, Nineteen hundred and eighty-SIX 

d· on the same day every six years thereafter . an , 
The officials elected shall assume office on the thirti~th day 

of June next following the election and shall hold office for 
six' years and until their successors shall have been elected 
and qualified. , 

, All local incumbent officials whose t~nure of office shall 
expire on March 23, 1986 shall hold office until June 30, .1:986 
or until their successors shall have been elected and qua~lfled: 
Provided, That they cannot be suspended or removed Without 
just cause. (New) * ' 

Sec. 30. Corwponent and highly urbanized cit'ies.-Unless 
'their respective charters provide otherwise: the electo:ate o~ 

nt cities shall be entitled to vote, m the electIOn fO! 
compone , . h' h 't . rt provincial officials of the provmce of w IC I IS a, pa . 

The electorate of highly urbanized cities s~all ~ot vO.te i.n 
the election for provincial officials of the provmce m .whIch It 
is located: P1'ovided, howevel', That no comp~nent ~Ity shall 
be declared' or be entitled to a hig~ly urbamzed city status 
within ninety days prior to any electIOn. (New) 

Article V.-ELECTION ,OF MEMBERS OF THE 
REGIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 

AUTONOMOUS REGIONS ** 

"·Ibid. . N 7166' f· 
• Refer to Sections 2 an~ 3 of Re~u.bhc Act Ar~i~le X>' o~n ;ha~ 1987 

.. Superseded by the pertm~nt. provlsl~ns ;f No 673.1 the Organic 
Constitution on autonomous regtons. See . . . . 
Law of Muslim Mindanao. 
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. Sec. 31.. The ~angguniang Pampook of the autonomous ,'e
gzons.-RegIOn IX and Region XII in southern Philippines shall 
each have a Sangguniang Pampook to be coinposed of twenty
seven members and shall include seventeen representatives 
elected from the different provinces and cities of each region 
and a sectoral representative each from among the youth, agri: 
cultural workers, and non-agricultural workers (industrial la

. bor) of each region to be selected in the manner herein pro
vIded whose qualifications and disqualifications are the same 
as Members of the Batasang Pambansa. 

T.he President shall appoint an additional seven repre
sentatI~es in each region whenever in his judgment any other 
sector IS not properly represented in the .Sangguniang Pam
pook as a result of the elections. (BP 229) 

. Sec. 32.. Apportionment of members of the Sangguniang 
Pampook.-The Members of the Sangguniang Pampook of Re
gIOn IX and of Region XII shall be apportioned .as follows: 

RegionlX: Basilan, one (1) i Sulu, three (3) ;Tawi~Tawi, 
one (1);. Zamboanga del Norte including the cities of Dipolog 
a~d Dapltan, ~our (4); and Zamboanga del Sur, including the' 
'Clty of Pagadlan, SIX (6); and Zamboanga City, two (2.); 

Region XII: Lanao del Norte, two (2); Iligan City, one 
(1); ~anao d~l Sur. including the City of Marawi, four (4); 
Magullldanao lIIcludlllg the City of Cotabato, four (4); North 
Cotabato, four (4); and Sultan Kudarat two (2.). (Sec 6 PD 
1618) '. , 

Sec. ~3. Election of. mernbers of Sangguniang Partl{pook._ 
The candIdates for the position of seventeen representatives 
to the Sangguniang Pampook of Region IX and of Region XII 
shall be voted at large by the registered voters of each prov-
ince including the cities concerned. ' 

The candidates corresponding to the number of member 0: members to be elected in a constitue'ncy who receive the 
hIghest number of votes' shall be declared elected (Sec 1 BP 
229) . " 

Sec. 34. Selection of sectoml Tep/'esentatives.-The Pres
iden.t shall, within thirty days from the convening of each Sang
gUlllang Pampook, appoint the sectoral representatives on re
commendation of the Sangguniang Pampook and after due con-
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sultation with the most representative and generally recognized 
organizations or aggrupations of members of the youth, agri
cultural workers and non-agricultural workers' as attested by 
the Ministers of Local Government and of Education, Culture 
and Sports (youth), Ministers of Agrarian Reform and of Ag
riculture and Food (agricultural workers), and Minister of La-

. bor and Employment (non-agricultural or industrial labor) . 

The President of the Philippines shall.in writing notify the 
Speaker of the Sangguniang Pampook of each region of the 
appointment made by him of any sectoral representative. 

The sectoral representatives shall have the same functions, 
responsibilities, rights, privileges, qualifications and disqualifi. 
cations as the elective provincial representatives to the Sang
'guniang Pampook: Provided, however, That no defeated can
didate for member 'of the Sangguniang Pampook in the im
mediately preceding election shall be appointed as sectors rep-
resentati veo' (New) . 

Sec. 35. Filling of vacancy.-Pending an election to fill a 
.vacancy arising from any cause ·in the Sangguniang Pampook, 
the vacancy shall be filled by the President, upon recommend

.. ation of the Sangguniang Pampook: Pl'ovided, That the .. ap
pointee shall come from the same province or sector of the 
member being replaced. (Sec. 5, BP 20) . 

Sec: 36. Term of office.-The pres~nt members of the Sang
guniang Pampook of each of Regoin' IX and Region XII shall 
continue in office until June 30, 1986 or until their successors 
shall have been. elected and qualified or ,ippointed and qua
lified in the case of sectoral members. . They may not be. re
moved or replaced except in' accordance with the internal rules 
of said assembly or provisions of pertinent laws. 

The election of members of the Sangguniang Pampook of 
the two regions shall be held simultaneously with the local 
elections of 1986. Those elected in said elections shall have a· 
term of four years starting June 30, 1986. 

Those elected in the election of 1990 to be held simultane
ously with the elections of. Members of the Batasang Pam
bansa shall have a term of six years. 

Article VI.-ELECTION OF BARANGAY OFFICIALS * 

• See Republic Act No. 6653 and 'RcpubJic Act No. GG7D, infra. 
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Sec. 37. Regular .ele,ction of bamngay officials.-:-The elec
tion for barangay officials shall be held throughout the Philip
pines in the manner herein prescribed on the second Monday, 
of May Nineteen hundred and eighty-eight and on the same day 
every six y,ears thereafter. 

The officials elected shall assume office on the thirtieth day 
of June next following the election and shall hold office for, 
six years and, until their successors shall have been elected and 
qualified., 

Sec. 38. Conduct of electio1l$.-The barangay election shall 
be non-partisan and shall ,be conducted in an expeditious and 
inexpensive man.ner. 

No person who files a certificate of candidacy shall rep
resent or allow himself to oe represented as a candidate of any 
political party or any other organizlltion; and no politicaI par-' 
ty, political group, political committee,. civic, religious, profcs
sional, or other organization or organized group of whatever 
nature shall intervene in his nomination or in the filing of his 
certificate of candidacy or give aid or support, directly or in
directly, material or otherwise, favorable to or against his cam
paign for election: Provided, That this provision shall not apply 
to the members of the family of a candidate within the fourth 
civil degree of consanguinity or affinity nor to the personal cam
paign staff of the candidate which ~hall not be more than one 
for every one hundred registered voters in his barangay: Pro
vided, however, That without prejudice to any liability that 
may be incurred, no permit to hold a public meeting shall be 
denied on the ground that the provisions of this paragraph 
mayor will be violated. ' 

, Nothing in this section, however, shall be construed as 
in any manner affecting or constituting an impairment of the 
freedom of individuals to support or oppose any candidate 
for any barangay office. 

Sec. 39. Certificate of candid.acy.-No person shall be elect
ed punong barangay or kagawad ng sangguniang barangay un
less he files a sworn certificate of candidacy in triplicate on 
any day from the commencement of ,the election period but 
not later than the day before the beginning of" the campaign 
period in a form to be prescribed by the Commission. The 

, ( 
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candidate shall state the barangay office for which he is a 
candidate. 

The 'certificate of candidacy shall be filed with the. se<;
retary of the sangguniang 'barangay who shall ~ave the mI
nisterial duty to receive said certificate of candIdacy and to 
-immediately acknowledge receipt ,thereof. 

In case the secretary refuses to receiv~ the same, or .in 
case of his absence or non-availability, a candidate may fIle 
'his certificate of candidacy with the, election ,registrar of the 
city or municipality, concerned. 

- The secretary of the sangguniang barangay or the elec
tion registrar, as the case may be, shall prep~re .a c?nsolidated 
list of all the candidates and shall post saId lIst In the ba
rangay hall and in other conspicuous places in the barangay 
'at least ten days before the election. 

. Any eleCtive or appointive municipal, ~ity: provinc.i~1 or 
national officiah or employee, or those in the· CIVIl or mIlItary 
service; including those in government-owned or. controlled cor
porations, shall be considered automatically reSIgned. upon the 
filing of certificate of candidacy for a barangay offIce. . ... 

Sec. ,40,. Board of Election Tellers.-{l) The Comm~ssion 
'shall constitute not later than ten days before t~le electIOn a 
'board of election tellers in every barangay pollIng place, to 
be, composed'of,a public elementary school teacher as C?alrman, 
and two members w)1o are registered voters of the pol~l~g pluce 

, concerned, but who are not incumbent barangay offICIals ~or 
related to any candidate for any position in that b~rangay WIth
in the fourth civil degree of affinity or consangmmty. 

In case no public el~mentary school teachers are available, 
the Commission shall designate any registered voter In the 
polling place who is not an incumbent: ?ara~gay official ~~r 
related to any candidate for any posItIon In that ba.r~ngay 
within'the fourth civil degree of affinity or consanglllmty. 

(2) The board of election tellers shall supervise and con
duct the election in their respective polling places, count the 
'votes and thereafter prepare a report in triplicate on a form 
prescribed by the Commission. The original of this report shall 
be delivered immediately to the barangay board o.f canya~sers. 
The' second copy shall be delivered to the electIOn regIstrar 
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and the third copy shall be delivered to the secretary of the 
sanggumang barangay who shall keep the' same on file .. 

Sec. 41. Regist"ation of voters and list of voters.-Not later 
than seven days before the· election, the board of election tel
lers. shal~ meet in every .barangay polling place to conduct the 
regIstratiOn of barangay voters and to prepare the list of vo
ters.. Any vot~r may challenge the qualification of any person 
seekmg to regIster and said challenge shall be heard and de- . 
clded on the same day by the board of election tellers. " 

The fin!,1 list of voters shall be posted in the polling places 
at least two days before election day. The registration of any' 
voter shall not be transferred without written notice at least 
two days before the date of election. Not later than the day 
followmg the barangay election, the board of election tellers 
shall deliver the list of voters to the election registrar for cus
tody and safekeeping. 

. Sec 42. Polling places.-(1) The chairman of the board 
of el.ectlOn t.ellers .shall designate the public school o"r any other 
publIc bmldmgwlthin the barangay to be used as polling place 
III case th~ barangayhas one election precinct. (2) For ba- .. 
rangays WIth two or more election precincts the chairman of 
the board of canvassers shall designate the public school or 
any ot~er public school or any other public building to be used 
as pollmg place. 

In ease there is no public school or other public building 
th~t .can be used as poHing places, other appropriate private 
blllldmgs may. be desi~nated: Provided, That such buildings 
a.re not owned or occupIed or possessed by any incumbent elec
t~v~ public official or candidate, or his relative within the fourth 
CIvIl degree of consanguinity or affinity. The polling place shall 
be centrally loc.ated as possible, always taking into considera
tIOn the convemence and safety of the voters. 

Sec. 43. Official. bamngay ballots.-The official barangay 
ballots. shall be provIded by the city or muIlicipality concerned 
of a sIze and color to be prescribed by the Commission. 

Such official ballots shall, before they are handed ·to the 
voter at the polling place, be' authenticated in the' presence 
of the voter, by the authorized representatives of the candi
dates and the chairman and members of the board of ~Iection 
tellers who shall affix .their signatures at the back thereof. 
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Any. ballot which is not authenticated shall be deemed spu
rious. 

Sec. 44. Ballot boxes.-The. Commission shall provide the 
ballot boxes for each barangay polling' place, but each candi
date may ·be permitted to provide a padlock for said ballot 
box. 

Sec. 45. Postponement or failure of election.-When for 
any serious cause such as violence, terrorism, loss or destruc
tion of election paraphernalia or records, force majeure, and 
other analogous causes of such nature that the holding of a 
free, orderly and honest election should become impossible ·in 
any barangay, the Commission, upon a 'verified petition of an 
'interested party and after due notice and hearing at which the 
interested parties are given equal opportunity to be heard, ~hal1 
postpone the election therein for such time as it may deem 
necessai·y. 

If, on account of fone majeure, violence, terrorism, fraud 
or other analogous cal1ses, the election in any barangay has 
not been held on the date herein fixed or has been suspended 
before the hour fixed by law for the closing of the voting 
therein and such failure or suspension of election would affect 
the result of the election, the' Commission, on the basis of a 
verified petition or: an inte~ested party, a~d afte. ?ue notice 
and hearing at which the mterested parties are given equal 
opportunity 'to be heard shall call for the holding or contimi,:
tion of the election within thirty days after it shall have verI
fied and found that the cause or causes for which the election 
has been postponed or suspended have ceased to exist or llPon 
petition of at least thirty percent of the registered voters in 
the barangay concern~d. 

When the conditions in these areas warrant, upon veri
fication by the Commission, or upon petition of at least thirty 
percent of the registered voters in the r,aran'gay concerned, it 
shall order the holding of the barangay election which was 
postponed or suspended. 

Sec. 46. Barangay board of canoossers .-(1) The Com
mission shall constitute a 'board of canvassers at least seven 
days before the election in each barangay, 'to be composed of 
the senior public elementary school teacher in the barangay as 
chairman, and two other public elementary school teachers, as 

, members. 
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In case the number of public elementary school teachers 
is inadequate, the Commission shall designate the chairman and 
members of the barangay· board of canvassers from among 
the board of election tellers. 

(2) The barangay board of canvassers shull meet imme
diately in a building where a polling place is found and which 
is most centrally located in the barangay and after canvassing 
the results· from the various polling places within the harangay, 
proclaim the .winners. The board of canvllssers shall accomplish 
the certificate ·of proclamation in triplicate on a form to be 
prescribed by the Commission. The original of the certificate 
shall be sent to the election registrllr concerned, the second 
copy shall be delivered to the secretary of the sangguniang 
uayan or sangguniang panglnnsod, as the case may be, and the 
third copy shall be kept on file by the secretary of the sang
[]1.tli'iang barungay. 

(3) In a barangay where there is only one polling place, 
the barangay board of election tellers shall also be the ba

. rangay board of canvassers. 

Sec. 47. Activities dming the ca1npaign pe,·iod.-During 
the camj;aign period; the punong baTangay if he is not a can
didate, or any resident of the barangay. designated by the Com
mission, sljjll convene the barangay assembly at least once for 
the purpose of allowing the candidates to appear at a joint 
meeting duly called, upon· proper and with at least two days 
notice, to explain to the barangay voters their respective prog
ram of administration, their qualifications, and ·other informa
tion that may help enlighten· voters in casting their votes. , 

The members of the barangay assembly may take up imd 
discuss other matters relative to the election of barangay of
ficials. 

Sec. 48.' Watche.·s.-Candidates may appoint two watchers 
each, to serve alternately, in every polling place within the 
brangay, who shall be furnished with a sigried copy of the 
results of the election, in such form as the Commission may 
prescribe, immediately after the· completion of the· canvass. 

Sec. 49. Inclusion and exclusion cases.-Inclusion and ex
elusion cases which shall be decided not later than seven days 
before the date Of the election shall be within the exclusive 
original jurisdiction of the municipal or metropolitan trial court. 
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The notice of such decision shall be served to all par!ies af
fected within twenty-four hours following its promulgatIOn. and 
.any party adv~rsely affe·cted may appeal theref:om \'/lthm 
twenty-four hours to the regional trial court which shall fl
·nally decide the same not later than two days before the date 
of the election. 

Sec. 50. Funding.-Local governments· shall approP!l"iate 
funds to defray such necessary and reasonable expenses of 
the meIl).bers of the boa~d of election tellers, board of canvas
sers and the printing of election forms and procurement.. of 
other election paraphernalia, and the installation of polhng 
booths. 

Sec. 51. Penalties.-Violations of any provisions of this 
Article shall constitute prohibited acts and shall be !,rosecutecl 
and penalized in accordance with the provisions of thIs Code. 

Article VII.-THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS * 

Sec~ 52 . . Powe,·s and 'unctions of the Commission on Elec
tions.-In addition to the ·powers and functions yonferred up.on 
it by the ·Constitution, the Commi~si?n s~all have exclusl~e 
charge of the enforcement and admmlstratlOn of all laws .,e
lative to the conduct of elections for the purpose of eilsurmg 
free, orderly and honest elections, and shall: 

(a) Exercise direct and immediate supervISIOn ~nd con
trol over national and local officials or employees, mcludmg" 
members of any national or local law enforcement agency and 

. instrumentality of the government required by la,,:, ~o p:rfcv·m 
d;,ties relative to the conduct· of elections. In additIOn, It may 
authorize CMT cadets eighteen years of age and above to act 
as its deputies for the purpose of enforcing its orders. 

. . The Commission may relieve any officer or employee re
ferred to in the. preceding parag'raph from the performance 
of his duties relating to electoral processes who violates the 
election law or fails to comply with its instructions, orders, 
decisions or rulings, and appoint his substitute.. Upon recom
mendation of the Commission; the correspondmg proper au
thority shall suspend or remove from office any or all of such 

.. See Article IX-C, 1987 Constitutio'n Commission, particulurly S~c
tion 2 thereof; see also Title I, Sub-Title C of Book V of the 1937 Admm-
istration Code. ' 

',: 

:~ 



22 OMNIllUS .ELECTION CODE 

officers or employees who may, after due process,. be found 
guilty of such violation 61' failure. 

(b) During the period of the campaign and ending thirty 
days 'thereafter, when in any area of the country there are 
persons committing acts of terrorism to influence people to 
vO.te for or against any candidate or political party, the Com
mISSIOn shall have the power to· authorize any member or mem
bers of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, the National Bu
r?au of Investigation, the Integrated National ,Pdlice or any 
s~~llar agency or .instrumentality of the government, except 
CIVIlIan home. defense forces, to. act as deputies for the pur
pose, of ensunng the holding of free, orderly and honest elec-
tIMS, ' 

.(~) Promul?,ate rules and regulations implementing the 
prOVISIOns of thIS Code or other laws which the Commission 
is required to enforce and administer, and require the pay
me~t of legal. fees and collect the same in payment of any 
bUSIn:ss .do~e In the Commission, at rates that it may provide 
and fIX In ItS rules and regulations. 

. Rules and regulations promulgated, by the Commission to 
"?plement the provisions of this Code shall take effect on the 
sIxteenth day after publication in the Official Gazette or in· 
at lea~t t":"'o daily newspapers of general circulation. Orders 
and dlrectIv.es Issued by the Commission pursuant to said rules 
and regulatIOns shall be furnished by personal delivery to ac
credIted political parties within forty-eight hours of ·issuance 
and shall take effect immediately upon receipt. (Sec 3(b) 
19~1 EG) " . , 

, I,; case of conflict between rules, regulations, orders or 
dIrectIves of the Commission in the exercise of its constitu
tIonal powers and those issued by any other administrative of
fice or agency of the ,government concerning the same matter 
relative to elections, the former shall prevail. (Sec. 185(b) 
19nE0 ' 

: " (d) Summon the parties to a controversy pending before 
It, Issue subpoena and subpoena duces tecum, and take testi
mony in any investigation or hearing before it, and dele
gate such power to any officer, of the Commission who shall 
be a member of the Philippine Bar. In case of failure of a 
witness to attend, the Commission, upon proof of service of 
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the subpoena to said witnesses, may issue a warrant to arrest 
the witness and bring him before the Commission or the officer 
before whom his attendance is required. 

Any controversy submitted to the Commission shall, after 
compliance with the requirements of due process, be imme
diately heard and decided by it within, sixty days from sub
mission thereof. No· decision ·01' resolution shall be rendered 
by the Commission either en bane or by division unless taken 
up in a formal session properly convened for the purpose. 

The Commission may, when necessary, avail of the assist
ance of any national· or local law enforcement agency and/or 
instrumentality of the government to execute under its direct 

. and immediate supervision any of its final· decisions, orders, 
instructions or rulings. (Sec. ,185(i), 1978 EG) 

(e) Punish contempts provided for 'in the Rules of Court 
in the same procedure and with the same penalties provided 
therein. Any violation of any final and' executory decision, 
order or ruling of the Commission shall constitute contempt 
thereof. (Sec. 185(i), 1978 EG, with amendments) 

(f) Enforce and execute its decisions, directives, orders 
and instructions 'which shall have precedence over those ema
nating from any other authority, except the Supreme Court 
and those' issued in habeas corpus proceedings. (Sec. 185(c), 
1978 EG) 

(g) Prescribe the forlll8 to be used in the election, plebis
cite or referendum, (Sec. 185(1), 1978 EG, with amendments) 

(h) Procure any supplies, equipment, materials or ser
vices needed for the holding of the election by public bidding: 
P1'ovided, That, if it finds the requirements of public bidding 
impractical to observe, then by negotiations or sealed bids, 
and in both cases, the accredited parties shall be duly noti-
fied. . 

(i) Prescribe the use or adoption of the latest technolo
gical and electronic devices; taking into account the situation 
prevailing in the area and the funds available for the purpose: 
P1'ovided, That the Commission shall notify the authorized rep
rese·ntatives of accredited political parties and candidates in 
areas affected by the use or adoption of technological and elec-

" 

" 

/ 
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tronic devices not less than thirt da '.' , ' 
of the, use of, such devices. ,(Sec. ~i8g~j,P~~~~ t;dye effectivity 

. (J) Carry out a continuin d '" 

;~f~~~~2~S;a~!~~a~f f~~e~~~lf~r~f~t~~~:;~z::a~~:~!~~~ 
matters relative to the ~:sk ::r;l~t~: es, detlslOns, ~n~ othe,r 
the, necessity of clean free ord I s of the CommISSIOn and 
cesses.(Sec. 185(k), /978 EC) er y and honest electoral pro-

, (k) Enlist non-partisan gro ' . . 
zims from' the civic yO th f up~ or orgamzatlOns ,of citi-
or labor sectors kn~wn 'io; ~:~ress:on~l, e.ducati~n~1, business 
tegrity with the membh' p oblty, Impartlahty and in-

, coordinated operation an~rs It~ .atnd
t 

cap~l:liI~ty. to undertake a 
t t · ac IVI y 0 aSSIst It m the' I a IOn of the provisions of th' C d Imp emen-
and instructions of the C IS. ~ e afnd the resolutions, orders 

, . f ' om mISSIOn or the pur f 
' mg, ree, orderly and honest elect. ' '. " pose 0 ensur" 
, ' '. Ions many constjtuen S h' groups or orgamzations shall f t· , cy. uc 

mediate control and su .. unc IOn under the direct and im-
perform'the following /P::~;i~Ot Oft. the Commission and shall 

" unc IOns and dllties: . 
,A. Before Election Day: ' 

,1. Undertake an informatio " . " . , 
of this Code and help . n tChamPd~lgn.on sahent features, 
d d" m e Issemination of th 
.ers, eClSlOns and resolutions of the C " , e '01'-

tlve to ~he forthcoming election. ,omnusslOn rela~ 
2 .. Wage a registration driv " th' . \ , 

that all citizens of vot. em .. ell'. respect~ve areas so 
fied b I' ' 1?!5 age, not otherwIse disquali_ , 

yaw may be regIstered.', : 
3. Help cleanse the list f' " . ' 

conduct house to h 0 voters, of Illegal registrants 
. . -. - Ollse canvass if neces d . , 

the appropriate legal steps towards th' sar~, an take 
,4.: Report to th C ". . IS en . 

.of this Code eon~;:n~~~~~c;!()~ai~ns o~ :he provisions 

election propaganda and eject~ral :X~~~~i~~lr::mpaign! 
B. On Election Day: ' 

'1. Exhort all r~giste;'ed voters i~ th : . ' 
to go to their poll' I ' e1!~ respectIve areas 
N . mg p aces and cast their votes 

2. om mate one watcher f d" , 
place and h or accre ItatlOn in each polling 

. eac place of canvass Who shall have th 
same dutIes, functions and rights as the other watcher: 

" 
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Of political parties and candidates. Members or units 
of any citizen woup or organization so designated by' 
the Commission except its'lone duly accredited watcher, 
shall not be ,allowed to enter ~ny polling place except 
to vote, and shall, if they, so, desire, stay in an area 
at least fifty meters away, frolU', the polling place. 

3. ' Report to the peace authorities and other appropriate 
, agencies all instances of terrorism, intimidation of vot
ers, and other similar attempts to 'frustrate the free 
'and orderly casting of votes. ' 

4. Periormsuch other functions as may be entrusted' tb 
such group or organization by the Commission. 

The designation of any group or organization made' in 
a'ccordance herewith 'may, be 'revoked by the Commission upon 

, ' notice and hearing whenever by its actuations' such group or 
'organization has shown partiality to any political party or 
'candidate, or' has periormed acts in excess or in contravention 
,of the functions' and duties herein' provided and such others 
whiCh may' be granted by the Commission. 

(1) Conduct hearings ~n ~ontroversies p~~ding 'before it 
in the 'cities or provinces upon' proper motion of any party, 
taking intO consideration the materiality and number of wit
nesses to be presented, the, situation p,evailing in the area and 
tho;! fund available for the'purpose: (New) 

(m) Fix other reasonable periods for certain pre-election 
'requirements in order that voters ,shall not be deprived of 
. their, right of suffrage, and certain, groups of rights granted 
. them in this Code. ($ee '185(c), .1978, EC) 

Unless indicated in 'this Ccide, the Commission' is hereby 
authorized to fix the appropriate period for the various pro

,hibited acts enumerated herein, consistent 'with the require
ments of free, orderly, 'and honest elections. (New) 

Sec. 53. Field offices, of the Commission.-The Commis
sion shall have the following field" offices: 

" ", 

(1) Regional Election Office, headed by 'the Regionai 
Election Director and assisted by the Assistant Regional 
Director and such other, subordinate officers or employees 
as the Commission may appoint. 

(2) Provincial Election Office, headed by the Pro
vincial Election Supervisor and assisted by such other sub-
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ordinate officers or employees as the Commission may 
appoint. 

(3) City/Municipal Election Office, headed by the 
City/Municipal Election, Registrar who shall be assisted 
by an election clerk and such other employees as the Com
mission, may appoint. 

The Commission may delegate its powers and functions or 
order the implementation or enforcement of its orders, rulings, 
or decisions through the heads of its field offices. (New) 

Sec. 54. Qualifications . ...:.Only members of the Philippine 
' Bar shall be eligible for appointment to the position of re
gional director, assistant regional director, provincial election 
supervisor and election registrar: Provided, however, That if 
there are no members of the Philippine Bar available for ap
pointment as,' election registrar except in cities and ,capital 
towns, graduates of duly recognized schools of law, liberal arts, 
education or business administration who, pO$sess the appro
priate civil service eligibility may be appointed to said position. 
(Sec. 77, 1978 EC, with amendrnents) 

Sec. 55. Office space.-The local government concerned 
shall provide a suitable place for the office of the provincial 
election supervisor and his staff and the election registrar and 
his staff: Provided, That in case of failure of the local govern_ 
ment concerned to provide such suitable place, the provincial 
election supervisor or the election registrar, as the case may 
be, upon prior authority of the Commission and notice to the 
local government concerned, may lease another place for of
fice and the rentals thereof shall be chargeable to the funds 
of the local government, concerned. (Sec. 76, 1978 EC, as amend
ed by PD 1655) 

Sec. 56. Changes in the composition, dist"ibut~on or assign_ 
ment of field offices.-The Commission may make changes in 
the composition, distribution and assignment of field offices, 
as well as its personnel, whenever 'the exigencies of the service 
and the interest of free, orderly, and honest election so require: 
P"ovided, That suclr changes shall be effective and enforceable 
only for the duration of the election period concerned and 
shall not affect the tenure' of office of the incumbents of po
sitions affected and shall not constitute a demotion, either in 
rank or salary, nor result in a change of status: and P1'Ovided, 
!1I1'the1', That there shall be no changes in the, composition, 
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, ·th· th'rty days before election, 
" di~tribution or assig:mi~: ~~e I~oti~e and hearing, and that 
except for cause an a. r l assistant regional director be 
in no case shall a. reglOna o~incial election supervisor to a . 
assigned to a ~eglon; a ?~O I election registrar to a city or 
province' or a city or mumclpa, ltd to any 

.. '. h h and/or his spouse are re a e . 
mum.clpahty: ": ere ~ th civil degree of consanguimty or 
candidate wlthm the oubr (S 185(d) 1978 EC, with amend-affinity as the case may e. ee. , 
ments) 

, f ent For the effec-S 57 Measures to ensure en oreem .- . 
ec. . . . f this Code the Commls-.' f e ent of the prOVISIOns 0 , 

bve en orc m d h d ith the following powers, sion is further vested an, c arge w, , 
duties and responsibilities: 

ft examination under oath 
1. To issue search warr;r;ts at :~d the witnesses he may 

or affirmation of. the comp am.~r; the phice to be searched, 
produce and parbcu.larly d~~cn ~~~ , ower' shall be exercised 
the things to, b~ selze~, dan I w (See.P3 Art. IV, Const.) 
during the electIOn, peno on y. , " . 

2. To stop any illelgal f e\e~~~:~o~~ti~[~~:~inc::~~s~:~~ !~:~ 
down and stop any un aw u , '. ..' 
tion ~ropaganda, after due notice and hear mg. . . . 

3 To inquire into the financial records of can~ld~~su ap~~ 
. f persons motu propno , 

any organization o~ group 0 obable dause by any candidate, 
written representatIOn. ffor pr qualified voter, after due organization or group 0 persons or , 
~~~h~~ . 

. t" th Commission may aVail For purposes of thiS sec lOn, .e. A d't 'the Cen-
. t ce of the ComnnsslOn on u I , 

itself of the aSSlS a~ f Investigation, 'the Bureau 
tral Bank, the NatlOn~1 !urea: ;orces of the Philippines, the 
of Internal Rev.enue, t i. rrrt the Philippines;' barangay offi
Integrated NatIOnal Po Ice 0 t (See 186 1978 
cials, and other agencies of the govern men . . , 
BC with amendments) . . 

' , , 'f be,'s of the Comm!sswn. Sec 58 Disqualifications 0 mem . '. h II be suo- ' 
.. d mbers of the 'CommlsslOn s a 

, -The chairman an Ofml':dicial ethics in the, discharge of, their j ect to the canons 

functions. , ' .. case i 11 

No chairman or commissioner shall Sit III any . t or 
db' e . udice for or agams 

which h.e has I?anifeste ~as t~:r::o land in connection there-antagolllsm agaillst any pa: y 
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with, or in any case in h' h h . the Rules of Court I-f ':'t b'c I ': would be disqualified under _ . I e c aImed that th h' 
commissioner is disqualified b . e c aIrman or a 
jecting to bis com as a .ove provIded, the party ob-

~ith the Commissi~~t:~~rin;at;.,efl~oe~sd °t~ect~on in writin~ 
clal concerned, shall t' ere or. The off,
withdraw therefrom ci~n ~~~:rJo parti~ipat: in the hearing or -
the question of his diSqualific:t~ce w: h~s .d~termihation of 
with be made in writing and n ~n. :th e eClSlOn shall forth
case in accordance with the R: t w: C the other papers of the 
tion should result in a la k f 1 es 0 ~urt. If a disqualifica
ting e b _ th - . ~ 0 qu?rum In the Commission sit-
pellaten Co~~~'sha~1 ~::~:;;::t" ~UStIc:. of ihe 

.Intermediate Ap
said case for the purpose of h JU~ Ice 0 saId c.ourt to sit in 
thereon. (Sec. 187 1978 Fe e.athrIng and reachIng a decision , ,un amendments) 

Sec. 59. Publication of off" . I b I -
and printing thereof The C 2Cta. ~ lots and -election "eturns 
ten days before an eiection . ommlSSlOn shall publish at least 
tion certified data on the n~':n~ newspap~l: of general circula
tion returns and the er of off,CIal ballots and elec-
the number printed b~a:::~~. ~n;;e:v~dresses of the printers and 

Article VIlI.-POLITICAL PARTIES * 

Sec. 60. Political party "P IT-used in thi At- .-:- 0' Ical party" or "party" when 
s C, means an organized ' 

suing the s~me ideology, political ideas group of persons pur-
n;e?t and Includes its branches an . o~ _platforms of ~overn
ndlCal personality qualify 't { db d,VISIOns. To acqUIre ju
to entitle it to the rights' 0: suo s~quent accreditation, and 
____ .__ _ an prIVIleges herein granted to 

• SectIOn 2 (5) of Article -IX C f' , - -
of the powers of the Comelec: - 0 the 19871 Constitution states ope 

'. . (5) Register, after sufficient hI' .' . . ' . 
. lzatlOns, or. coaJitions 'which in a:~if·lcatlOn. pohtlcal parties, or~n

present thelr platform or p;ogra ;on to other reqUIrements, must 
zens' arms of the Commission onl~ 0 f;:overnment; and accredit citi
and sects shall n·ot be registered .r~ctlOnsh' Religious denominations 
goals through' violence or unl 'f lose W lch seek to achieve their 
adh.ere to this Constitution aw u. means, or refuse to uphold and 
go.vernment shall likewise be o;e~~~~h ar~ tsupported by any foreign 

. Financial contributions from fo . regis ratlOn. . 
CICS to political parties organi at' reIgn g~,:ernments and their agen
to elections constitute 'interfcr Z lO~s, coa.htIOns or candidates related 

. eepted .. shaH be an addition lenee m natlOnal affairs. and when ae
registration with the Commi~io gro.und d~<"!r. the canceJIation of their 
may be prescribed by. law.' n. I.n a ltJon to other penalties that 

, , 

" :. 

?, 

".' , 

, .,': 
~ •. 

'~. 

. '.'.' 
" 
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political Pll,rties,a political party shall fir~t be duly registered 
with the Commission. Any registered political party that, sing
ly or in coalition with others, fails to_ obtain at least ten per
cent of the votes cast in ~he constituency in which it nominated 
and supported a candidate or candidates in the election next 
following its registration shall, after notice and hearing, be 
deemed to have forfeited such status as a registered political 
party in such constituency. (Sec. 22, 1971 EG, tvith amend-

ments) 
Sec. 61: Registration.-Any organized group of persons 

seeking registration as a national or regional political party 
may file with the Commission a verified petition attaching 
thereto its constitution and by-laws, platform or program of 
government and such other relevant information as may be 
required by the- Commission. The commission shall, after due 
notice and hearing, resolve the petition within. ten days from 
the date it is submitted for decision. 

No religious sect shall be registered as a political party 
and no political party which seeks to achieve its goal through 
violence shall be entitled- to accreditation. (New; Sec. 2 -and 8, 

A,-t. XU-C, Const.) 
Sec. 62. publication of petition for "egistration or accre

ditation.-The Commission shall require publication of the pe
tition for registration or accreditation in at least three news
papers of general circulation and shall, -after due notice and 
hearing, resolve the petition within fifteen days from the date 
it is submitted for decision. (Netv) , -

Article IX.--,-ELIGIBILITY OF CANDIDATES AND 
CERTIFICATE OF CANDIDACY 

Sec. 63. Qualifications for President and Vice-President of 
the Philippines.-No person may lie .elected President or Vice
President unless he is a natural-born citizen of the Philip
pines, a registered voter, able to read and -write, at least forty 
years of age on the day of election, and a resident of the 
Philippines for at least ten years immediately preceding such 
election. (Secs. 2 and 4, Art. VII, Const.) • 

Sec. 64. Qualifications for Members of the Batasang Pam-_ 
bansa.-No person shall be elected Member of the Batasang 

* See Sec. 2, Article VII of the 1987 Constitution . 
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Pamban~a as a provincial, city or district representative un
less he IS a natural-born citizen of the Philippines and on 
the day of the elect!on, is at. least twenty-five years of ~ge, 
~ble t.o read and, wrIte, a regIstered voter in the constituency 
III whICh he shall be elected, and a r~sident thereof for a period 
of not less than six months immediately preceding the day of 
the election. (Sec. 4, Art. VIII, Const.) ** ' 

A sectoral representative shall be a natural-born citizen 
of .t?e .Philippines, able to read and write, a resident of th/il 
PhIl1p~llles for a period of not less than one year immediately 
precedlllg the day of the election, a bona fide member of the 
s~ctor he seeks to represent; and in the case.of a representa-l 
tIv~, of the agricultural or industrial labor sector, shall be a 
reglstere.d voter, and on the day of the election is at least 
twenty-fIve years of age. The youth sectoral'representative 
should at least be eighteen, and not be more than twenty-five 
years of age on the day of the election: Provided howilver 
That an~ youth secto~al representative who attains the age of 
twent~-flve ~ears durlllg his term shall be entitled to continue 
III offIce untIl the expiration of his term. (Sec. 12, BP 697) *** 
. . S~c. 65. Q'ualifications of elective local officiols.-The qua
IIfI~~tlOns for elective provincial, city, municipal and barangay 
offICIals shall be those provided for in the Local Government 

,Code. (New) •• -. 

Sec. 66, CaruJ.idates holding appointive office or position. 
:-An~ perso~ holding a public appointive office or position, 
I~c1udlllg actI~e members of the Armed Forces of the Philip
pllles, and OffIcers and employees in government-owned or con
trolled. corp?rations, shall be considered ipso facto a-esigned 
from h,S OffIce upon the filing of his certificate of candidacy. 

. ~ec. 67.' Crindid'!tes holding elective office.-Any elective 
offICIal, whether natIOnal or local, running for any office other 
than the one w.hich he is ~olding in a permanent capacity, 
~xcept for PreSIdent and V,ce-President, shall be considered 
t~s.o facto, resigned from his office upon the filing of his cer
tIf,cate of candidacy. , 

. . ** See Sees. 3 and 6 of Article VI of the 1987 Constitution on quali-
f~catlOns of Senutor and Member of ~he House of Representatives respec
tively. 

*** See R. A. No. 6645. 

** .... Sec Sec. 39 of R. A. No. 7160, the Local Government Code of I9!)!. 
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Sec. 68. Disquolifications.-Any candidate who, in an ac-' 
tion or protest in which he is ~ par!iY is declared by final 
decision of a competent court gUIlty ot or found by the Com
mission of having (a) given money or other material consider
ation to influence, induce or corrupt the voters or public offi
cials performing electoral functions; (b) committed acts of 
terrorism to enhance his candidacy; (c) spent in his election 
campaign an amount in exces~ of that allowed by this Code; 
(d) solicited, received' or made any contribution prohibited un
der Sections 89, 95, 96, 87 and 104; or (e) violated any of Sec
tions 80, 83, 85, 86 and 261, paragraphsd,e, k, v, and cc, sub
paragraph 6, shall be disqualified from continuing as a candi
date or if he has been elected, from holding the office. Any 
pers~n who is a permanent resident of or an 'immigrant to a 
foreign country shall not be qualified to run for a,ny elective 
office under this Code, unless said p'erson has waived his status 
as permanent resident or immigrant of a foreign country in 
accordance with the residence requirement provided for in the 
election laws. (Sec. 25, 1971 EC) 

, Sec. 69. N1tisance candidates.-The Commission may, motll
proprio or upon a verified petition of an interested party, re
fuse to give due course to or cancel a certificate of candidacy 
if it is shown that said certificate has been filed to put the 
election process in mockery or disrepute or to cause confusion 
among the voters by the similarity of the names of the reg
istered candidates or by other circumst"nces or acts which 
clearly demonstrate that the candidate has no bona fide inten
tion to run for the office for which, the certificate of candi
dacy has been filed and thus prevent a faithful determination 
of the true will of the electorate. (Sec. 26, 1978 EC). See Sec. 
5, R. A. 66~6, infra. ' 

Sec. 70. Guest crindidacy:-A political party may nominate 
and/or support candidates not belonging to it, (New) 

Sec. 71. Changing political party atfiliation.-An elective 
official may change his party 'affiliation for purposes of the 
election next following his change of party within one year 
prior ~o such election. (New)' 

• The Constitutional support for this provision was· deleted by the 
198G Constitutional Commission. While Congress may prohibit turn
coatism, its effects should be reasonable like inability to use the n~me 
of the former party or to use the facilities of said party' but certaInly 
not disqualification to run as B: cand~date even under another party. Sec-
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Sec. 72. Effects of disqualification cases and priority.
The Commission and the courts shall give priority to' cases 

. of disqualification by reason of violation of this Act to the 
end that a final decision shaH be rendered .not later than seven 
days before the election in which the disqualification is sought. 

Any candid;lte who has been declared by final judgment 
to be disqualified shaH not be voted for, and 'the votes cast 
for hi~ shall not be counted .. Nevertheless, if for any reason, 
a candIdate is not declared by final judgment before an election 
to be disqualified and he is voted for and receives the win
ning number of votes in such election; his ~iolation of the 
provisions of the preceding sections shall not prevent his pro
clamation and assumption to office. (New) . 

Sec. 73. Certificate of candidacY.-No person shall be eli
gible for any elective public office unless he files a sworn Cer
tificate of candidacy within the period' fixed herein. 

. A person w~o has filed a .certificate of candidacy may, 
prIOr to the electIOn, withdraw the same by submitting to the 
.office concerned a written declaration under oath. 

No person shall be eligible' for more than one office to 
be filed in the same election, and if he files his certificate 
of candidacy for more than cine office, he shaH not be eligible 
for any of them. However" before the expiration of the pe
riod for ~he filing· of certificates of candidacy, the person 
who .has fIled more than one certificate of candidacy may de
clare under oath the office for which he desires to be eligible 
and cancel" the certificate of candidacy for the other office or 
offi~s. . 

The filing or withdrawal of a certificate of ca~did~cy sh~ll 
not affect whatever civil, criminal or administrative liabilities 
which a candidate may have incurred. (Sec. 19; 1978 EC) 

Sec. 74. Contents of'certificate of candidacy._The certifi
cate of candidacy shall state that the person filing it is an
nouncing his candidacy for the office stated therein and that 
he is eligible for said office; if for Member of the Batasang 
Pambansa, the province, including its' component cities, high
ly urballlzed city or district or sector which he seeks to rep-

tio". ~1 may be cl~imed to be inconsistent with the muiti.party system and 
C?ahtlO.ns o.f partIes now permitted and authorized by the 1987 Constitu. 
tlOn., VIOlatIOn of Section 71 is not a ground to disqualify n candidate under 
SectIon 68, supra 'or under any other section of this Code. 
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resent· the political party to which he belongs; civil status; 
his date of birth; residence; his post office address for all 
election purposes; his profession or occupation; that he will 

· support and defend the Constitution of the Philippines ~nd will 
maintain true faith .and allegiance thereto; that he wIll obey 
the laws, legal orders, and decrees promulgated by the. duly 
constituted 'authorities ; that he is not a permanent reSIdent 

· or immigrant to a foreign country; that the obligation imposed 
· by his oath is' assumed voluntarily, without .ment~l reservat~o~ 
or purpose of evasion; and that the facts stated In the certIfI
cate of candidacy are true to the best of hIS knowledge. 

Unless a candidate has officially changed his name through 
a court approved proceeding,. a candidate shall use in a cer
tificate of candidacy the name by which· he . has been bap
tized or if he has not been baptized in any church or religion, 
the ~ame registerep in the office of the 10~a.1 civil reg~st:ar 
or any other namE! allowed under the prOVISIOns of eXIstIng 
law or in the case of a Muslim, his Hadji name after per
formin~ the prescribed religious pilgrimage: Pt'ovided: That 
when there are two 01' more candidates for an office WIth the 
· same name and surname, each candidate, upon being made 
aware of sueh fact, shall state his paternal and maternal sur
name except the incumbent who may continue to use the name 

· and s~rname stated in his certificate .of candidacy when he was 
, elected.. He may also include one nickname. or stage ~ame 

by which he is generally or popularly known In the localIty. 

The person filing a certificate of candidacy shall also affix 
his latest photograph, passport size; a statement in duplicate 
containing his bio-data and program of government not exceed
ing one hundred words, if he so desires. (Sec. 20, 1978 EC) 

Sec. 75. Filing and distribution of certificate of candidacy. 
-The certificate of candidacy shall be filed on any day from 
the commencement· of the election period but not later than 
the day before the' beginning of the campaign period: P .. ovided, 
That in cases of postponement or failure of election ~mder Sec
tions 5 and 6 hereof, no additional certificate of candIdacy shall 
l;e accepted except in cases of substitution of candidates as 
provided under Section 77 hereof. 

The certificates of candidacy for President and Vice-Pres
ident of the Philippines s.hall be filed ·in te~ l:gible cop~es 
with the Commission which shall order the prIntIng of copIes 
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thereof for distribution to all polling places. The certificates 
of . candidacy for the other offices shaU be filed in duplicate 
with the offices herein below mentioned. together with·a num-

. ber of clearly legible copies equal to twice the number of pol
ling places in· the province, city. district. municipality or ba
ran gay, as the case may be: 

(a) For representative in the Batasang Pambansa. with 
the Commission. the provincial election supervisor, city election 
registrar in case of highly urbanized cities. or ·an officer de
signated by the Commission having jurisdiction over the prov
ince. city or representative district who shall send copies there-· . 
of to aU polling places in the province. city or district; 

(b) For pl·ovincial offices. with thl! provincial election su
pervisor of the province concerned who shall send copies there
of to aU polling places in the province; 

(c) For city and municipal offices, ~i~ the city or munic
ipal election registrar who shall send copies thereof to all pol
ling places in the city or municipality; and 

(d) For mlnong bamngay or 1cagawad ng sangg21niang ba
rangay. the certificates of candidacy shall be filed in accord
ance with the provisions of Section 39 of Article VI of this 
Code. 

The duly authorized recelvmg officer shaU immediately 
send the original copy of aU certificates of candidacy received 
by him to the Commission. (Sec. 24. 1978 EC and Sec. 29, 1971 
EC/* 

Sec. 76. Minist&rial duty of .·eceiving and aclcnowJedging 
.·eceipt.-The Commission. provincial election supervisor. elec
tion registrar·or officer designated by the Commission or the 
board of election inspectors under the succeeding section shaU 
have the ministerial duty to receive and acknowledge receipt 
of the certificate of candidacy. (Sec.· 25. 1978 EC) 

Sec. 77. Candidates in case of death, disqualification 0,· 
withdrawal of anothe,·.-If after the last day for the filing 
of certificates of candidacy. an official candidate of a regis
tered .or accredited political party dies. withdraws or is dis
qualified for any cause. only a person belonging to, and cer
tified by. the same political party may file. a certificate of 

• See Sec. 7 of R. A. No. 7166, infra. 
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candidacy to replace thll candidate who died: withdrew or wa.s 

d
. . I·f· d The substitute candidate nommated by the pol!
Isqua I Ie . . tT t f ndidacy for 

tical party concerned may file his cer I Ica e 0 ca. f· 
.. affected in accordance with the precedmg sec IOn8 

~~~ ~::~ethan mid-day of the day of the election. If the death, 
. withdrawal or disqualification should ?ccur betw.~en t~.~. dar 
before the election and mid-day of el~ctlO.n day, sal . cer I Ica .~. 
ma be filed with any board of electI~n mspect~rs m the poh 

. tiC~ subdivision where he is a candIdate, or. m the case of 

d·d t to be voted for by the entire electorate of the country, canl aes . 
with the Commission. (Sec. 28. 1978 EC) .. 
.. S 78 Petition to deny due course to or cancel a cert,!,

cate oe;- ca~didacy.-A verified petition seeking to de~y due 
course or to cancel a certificate of candidacy may be ~!Ied by 
any person exclusively on the ground that any m~tepal re.p-

. resentation contained therein as required under Se~tlOn 74 ~e~ e
of is false .. The petition. may be filed. at . an~ .tIme not a er 
than twenty-five days from the time of the flhng of the c~r
tificate of candidacy and shall be decided, after due ~otlce 

d h . not later than fifteen days before the electIOn. u ~rlnL. . 

Article X._CAMPAIGN AND· ELECTION PROPAGANDA 

Sec. 79. De!initions.-As used in this Code: 

( ) The term "candidate" refer~ to any perso~ a~plrln~ 
a k. an elective public office, who has fIled a C.I-

f?~ or sefe mg
d.d b ·himself or through an accredited po-

tlflcate 0 can lacy y f f 
Iitical party. aggroupment, or coalition 0 par le~; .. 

(b) The term "election campaign" or '''partIsan p~htIca~ 
. . " t an act designed to promote the electIon 01 

~~~I:~~Yof ~e~~r~ic~lar candidate or candidates to a public office 

~vhich shall include: . . 
(l) Formin'g organimtions, associations, clubs. C0.m.~lt

tees or other group's of persons for the purpose o~ soh cItIng 
votes and/or undertaking any campaign for or against a can-

didate 
(2). Holding political caucuses·, conferences, meetings. ral- . 

lies arades, or other similar assemblies. for t?e purpo~e of 
soli~iiing votes and/or und,:rtaking any campaIgn or pi opa
ganda for or against a candIdate; 
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(3) Making speeches, announcements or commentaries, or 
holding interviews for or against the election of any ca~di
date for public office; 

,(4) Publ,ishing or distributing campaign literature or ma
te"ials designed to support or oppose the election of any can- , 
didate; or 

(5) Directly or Indirectly soliciting votes, pledges or su')-
port for or against a candidate. ' ' . 

, The foreg~ing e'numerated acts if performed fo[' the pur
pose of enhancmg the chances of aspirants for nomination for 
candld~c:r to a public office by a political party, aggroupment, 
or coahtlOn of ;:>arties shall not be considered as election cam
paign or 'partisan election activity. 

. Public expressions 0" opmlOns or discussions of probable 
lSSUeS m a forthcoming election or on attributes of or cri
~icisms against probable candidates proposed to be nominated 
m a forthcoming' political party convention shall not be con
strue.d as part of any election campaign or partiaan political 
actlvlty contem;llated unde,' this Article. ' 

.Sec. 30. Election campaig,~ 01' partisan political activity 
o1ttsuie campaign period.-It shall be unlawful 'for any person 
wh~th:r or,not a voter' or candidate, or for any party, or as: 

. SOcl~tlOn Oi. ~ersons, to engage in an election campaign or 
partJ~an pohtJcal a.c~ivity ex~e::>t, during the campaign period: 
Provtde~, That poh~lCal partIes may hold political conventions 
01~ meetmgs to nommate their official candidates within thirty 
days before the commencement of the campaign period and 
forty-f1ve days for Presidential and Vice-Presidential election. 
(Sec. 35, 1978 EC) *" 

Sec. 81. Intervention of foreigners._It shall be unlawful 
for any foreigner, whether juridical or natural person to aid 
any candldate or political party, directly or indirectly, 'or take 
part m or mfluence in any manner any election, or to contri
bute 0:- make any expenditure in connection with any election 
campa1gn or partisan political activity. (Sec. 36, 1978 EC) 

Sec. 82. Lazuful election P1·opagandit.-Lawful election pro
paganda shall include: 

(a) Pamphlets, leaflets, cards, decals, stickers or other 

* Sec Sec. 6, R. A. No. 7166, infra. 

, 
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written or printed materials of a size not more than eight 
and one-half inches in width and fourteen inches in length; 

(b) Handwritten or printed letters urging voters to vote 
f6r or against any particular candidate; 

(c) Cloth, paper or cardboard posters, whether framed or 
posted, with an area not exceeding two feet by thr.ee feet" 
except that, at the site and on the occ~sion of·~ pubhc, meet
ing or rally, or in announcing the holdmg of. said mee~mg or 
rlllly, streamers not exceeding three feet by e1ght feet m Slze, 
shall be allowed; ProvidecI, That said streamers may not be 
displayed el\cept one week before the. da~e of the meeting or 
rally and tliat it shall be removed wlthm seventy-two hours 
after said meeting o.r rally; or 

(d) All other forms of election propaganda not prohibited 
by, this Code as the Commission may authorize' after due ~o
tice to all' interested 'parties and hearing where all the m
terested parties were given an equal opportunity to be heard: 
P1'ovided, That the Commission's authorizatio.n shall be pub- ' 
lished in two newspapers of general circulation throughout 
the nation for at least twice within one week after the au-

, thorization has been granted. (Sec. 37, ,1978 EC) 

Sec. 83, Removal, destruct'ion or defacement of lawful elec
,tion jJl'O}laganda }ll'Ohibited.-It shall be unlawful for any per
son during the campaign period to remove, destroy, obliterate, 
or in any manner deface or tamper with, or prevent the dis
tribution of lawful election propaganda. (Sec. 40, 1978 EC) 

Sec; 84. Requirements f01' published 01' p,inted eledtion 
proJlaganda.-Any newspaper; newsletter, newsweekly, gazette 
01' magazine advertising, posters, pamphlets, circulars, hand
'bills, bumper stickers, streamers, simple list of candidates or 
any published or printed political matter for or against a can
didate or group of candidates to any public office shall bear 
and be identified by the words "paid for by" followed by the 
true and correct name and address of the payor and by the 
words "printed by" followed by the true and correct 'name and 
address of the printer. (Sec. 38, 1978 EC) • 

Sec, 85. P,'ohibited forms of election P'I'Opaganda.-It shall 
be unlawful: 

(a) To print, publish" post or distribute any poster, pam
phlet, drculal', handbill, or printed matter urging voters to 
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vote for or against any candidate unless' they bear the names 
and a'ddresses of the printer and, payer as required in Section 
84 hereof; 

(b), ,To erect, put up, make use of, attach, float or dis
play any biIIboard, tinplate-poster, ballopns and the like, of 

• whatever size, shape, form or kind, advertising for Of against 
any candidate' or political party; 

(c) To purchase, manufacture, request, distribute or ac
cept electoral propaganda gadgets; such as pens, lighters, fans 
of whatever nature, flashlights, athletic goods or materials, 
wallets, shirts, hats, bandanas, matches, cigarettes and the like, 
except that campaign supporters accompanying a candidate 
shall be allowed to wear hats and/or shirts or T-shirts ad
vertising a candidate; 

, (d) To show or display publicly any advertisement or pro
paganda for or against any candidate by means of cinemato
graphy audio-visual units or other screen projections except 
telecasts which may be allowed as hereinafter provided; and 

(e) For any radio broadcasting or television statiori to sell 
or give free of charge air time for campaign and other poli-' 

, tical ,purposes except as authorized in this Code under the 
rules and regulations promulgated by the Commission pursuant 
thereto. ' 

Any prohibited election propaganda gadget or advertise
ment shall be stopped; confiscated or torn down by the rep
resentative of the Commission' upon specific authority of the 
Commission. (Sec. 39, 1978 EG, rnodi/ied) See Sec. 11, R. A. 
6646, in/m. ' 

Sec, 86. RegUlation 0/ election propaganda th,'o1lgh rnass 
rnedia,-(a) The Commission shall promulgate rules and regu
lation regarding the sale of air time for partisan political pur
poses during the campaign period to insure that equal time 
as to duration and quality is available, to all candidates for 
the same office or political parties at the same rates or given 
free of charge; that such rates are reasonable and not higher 
than those charged other buyers or users' of air time for non
political purposes; that the provisions of this Code regarding 
the limitation of expenditures by candidates and political par
ties and contributions by private persons, entities and institu
tions are effectively enforced; and to ensure that said radio 
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broadcasting and television stations shall not unduly allow the 
scheduling of any program or permit'any sponsor to manifest
ly favor or oppose any candidate or political party by unduly 
or repeatedly referring to or including said candidate and/or 
political party in such program respecting, however, in all'in
stances the, right of, said stations to broadcast accounts of 
s'ignificant or newsworthy events and views on matters of pub
lic interest. 

(bl All contracts for advertising in any newspaper, maga
zine, periodical or any form of publication promoting or oppo~ 
sing the candidacy of any person for public office shall, be
fore its implementation, lie registered by said newspaper, maga
zine, periodical or publication with the Commission. In every 
case, it shall be signed by the candidate concerned or by the 
duly auth'orized representative of the political party. 

, " 

(c) No franchise or permit to operate a radio or television 
station shall be granted or iss~d, suspended or cancelled dur
ing the election period. 

Any radio or television station, including that owned or 
controlled by the Government, shall give free of charge 'equal 
time and prominence to an accredited political party or its 
candidates if it gives free of charge air time to an accredited 
political party or its candidates for political purposes., , 

In all instances" the Commission shall, supervise the use 
and' employment of press" radio and television facilities so as 
to give candidates equal opportunities under equal circumstances 
to make known their qualifications and their stand on public is
sues within the limits set forth in this Code on election spend-
ing. (Sec. 41, 1978 EG) , 

Rules and regulations promulgated by the Commission un
der and by authority of this section shaH take effect on the 
seventh day after their publication in at least two daily news
papers of gen"eral circulation. Prior to the effectivity of said 
rules and regulations, no political advertisement or propagan
da for or against any candidate or political party shall be pub
lished o~ broadcast through the ,mass media. (New) 

Violation of the rules and regulations of the Commission 
issued to implement this section shall be an election offense 
punishable under Section 264 hereof. (New) 
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Sec. '87. RCI,llies, meetings and other political activities.-' 
Subject to the l:equirements of local ordinances on the issuance 
of permits, any political party supporting official candidates 

'or any candidate individually or jointly with other aspirants 
may hold peaceful political rallies, meetings, and other similar 
activities during the campaign period: Provided, That all ap
plications for permits to hold meetings, rallies and other similar 
political activities, receipt of which must be acknowledged in 
writing and which application shall be' immediately posted in 
a' conspicuous place in the city or municipal building, shall be 
acted upon in writing by local. authorities concerned within 
three days after the filing thereof and any application not 
acte,} upon within said period shall be deemed apPl'Oved: and 
P,:ovided, furthe,·,. That denial of any' application for said per
mit shall be appealable to· the provincial election supervisor 
or to the Commission whose decision shall be made within forty
eight hours and which shall be final and executory: Provided, 
finally, That the only justifiable ground for denial is a prior, 
written application by any candidate or political party for the' 
same purpose has been approved. (Sec. 43, 1978 EC) . 

Sec. 88. fublic ,:ally.-Any political party or candidate shall 
'notify the election registrar concerned of any public rally said 
political party or candidate intends to organize and hold in 
the city or municipality, and within seven working days there
after submit to the electi9n registrar a statement of expenses 
incurred in connection therewith. (Sec. 42" 1978 EC) 

Sec. 89. Tmnspol'tation, food and d,·inks.-It shall be un-
, lawful for any candidate, political party, organization, or any 

person to give or accept, free of charge, directly or indirectly, 
transportation, food or drinks or things' of value during the 
five hours before and after a public meeting, on the day pre
ceding the election, and on the day of the election; Or to gi ve 
or 'contribute, directly or indirectly, money or, things of value 
for such purpose. ,(Sec. 44, 1978 EC) 

Sec. 90, Comelec space.-The Commission shall procure 
space in at least one newspaper of general circulation in every 
province or city: Provided, however, That in the absenc~ of 
said newspaper, publication shall be done in any other maga
zine 01' periodical in'said province or city, which shall be known 
as "Comelec 'Space" wherein candidates can announce their can
didacy. Said space shall be allocated, free of charge, equally 

OMNIBUS ELECTION. CODE 
41 

d" artially by the Commission among all candidates with-f: t~~Parea in which the newspaper is ci~culated. (Sec. 45, 

1978 EC) 
Sec. 91. Comelec poster area.-Whenev.~r practicable, the 

Commission shall also designate and provIde for a, commd.n 
postel' area in strategic places in ~ach to:""n where1l1 can 1-
dates can announce and further theIr .candIdacy through post
.ers, said space to be likewise ?Il?cated free of charge, e~uallY 
. and impartiaIly by the Comp1lsSlOn among ~ll the candIdates 
concerned . .<New) See Sec. 10, R. A. 6646, mira. ' 

Sec. 92. Come lee time.-The Commi~sion shaIl pro?,ure ;a
dio and television time to be, known as ' Comelec TIme whIch 
shall be allocated equally and impartially among the

l 
c~~dl

dates within the area of coverage of all radio and te eV1SlOn 
stations, For this purpose, the franchise of all radlO broad
casting and television stations arc hereby amende~ so as to 
provide radio 01' television time, free·of charge, durmg the pe
riod of the campaign. (Sec. 46, 1978' EC) 

Sec. 93. Comelec infor'mation bll11etin.-T~e C?m~ission 
shall cause the printing, and supervise t~e "dlsse.mmatlOn, of 
bulletins to be known as "Comelec Bullet~n Whl~h shaIl be 
of such size as to adequately contain the plctu~e, blO-d~ta an~ 
program of government of every candidate. SaId buIletm sha 
be disseminated to the voters or displayed in such plac~s. as to 

ive due rominence thereto, Any candidate may repl'~nt at 
~iS' expen~e any "Comelec Bulletin" upon prior authonty of 
the Commis~ion: p,'ovided, That the printing of the ~ames of 
the different candidates with their bio-?~ta. must be III alpha
betical order irrespective of partr afflhatlOn., 

Article XL_ELECTORAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
EXPENDITURES .. 

Sec. 94. Definitions.-As used in this Article: 
(a) The term "contribution" includes a gift, donatio~, sub

scription, loan, advance or deposit of money 01' a~yth1l1g of 
value or a contract, promise or agreement. to contrIbute, w~e
ther '01' not legally enforceable,. made for the pur?ose of 111.

f111encing the results of the elecbons but .shall, not mclude sel.
vices rendm:ed withoub compensation by 1I1dlvldllals vo~unteel
ing a portion or all of their time in behalf of a candIdate or 

, ' 
I· , 
" 
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political party. It shall also include the use of facilities vo
luntarily donated by other persons, the' money value of which 
can be assessed based on the rates prevl)iling in the area. 

(b) The term, "expenditure" includes the payment or. de
livery of money or· anything of value, or a contract, promise 
or agreement to· make an expenditure, for the purpose of in
fluencing the results of the election. It shall also include 'the 
the use of facilities personally owned by the candidat~, the 
money value of the use of which can be assessed based on the 
rates prevailing in the area. 

(c) The term "person" includes an. individual, partner
ship, committee, association, corporation, and 'any other or-
ganization .01' group of persons. (Sec. 49, 1978 EC) . 

Sec. 95. Prohibited cont>·ibutions.-No contribution for pur
poses of partisan political activity shall be made directly or 
indirectly by any of the following: 

(a) Public or private financial institutions: Provided, how
eve,', That nothing herein shall prevent the making of any 
loan to a candidate or political party by any such public or 
private financial institutions legally in the business of lend
ing money, and that the loan is made in accordance with laws 
and regulations and in the ordinary course of business; 

(bl. Natural and juridical persons operating a public uti
lity or in possession of or exploiting any natural resources of 
the nation; . 

(c) Natural and juridical persons who hold contracts or 
sub-contracts to supply the government'or any of its divisions, 
subdivisions or instrumentalities, with goods or services or to 
perform construction or other works; 

(d) Natural and juridical persons who have been granted 
franchises, incentives, exemptions, alloQations or similar pri
vileges or concessions by the government or any of its divisions 
subdivisions or instrumentalities, 'including government-owned 
or controlled corporations; 

(e) Natural and juridical persons who, within one year 
prior to the date of the election, have been granted loans or 
othe,' accommodations in excess of 1'100,000 by the govern
ment or any of its divisions, subdivisions or instrumentalities 
including government-owned or controlled corporations; 

• 
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(0 Educational institutions which have received grants of 
public funds amounting to no less than PlOO,OOO.OO; 

(g) Officials or employees in the Civil Service, or mem
bers of the Armed Forces of the Philippines; and 

(h) Foreigners and foreign corporations. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to solicit or receive 
any contribution from any of the persons or' entities enume
rated herein (Sec. 65, 1978 EC) 

Sec. 96. So/icilling or receiving contributions j"om jM'eign 
sources.-It shall be unlawful for any person, including a po
litical party or public or private entity to solicit or receive, 
directly or indirectly, any aid or contribution of whateve: form 
or nature from any foreign national, government or entity for 
the purposes of influencing the results of the election. (Sec. 67, 
1978 EC) 

·Sec. 97. Prohibited raising oj junds.-It shaH be unlawful 
for any person to hold dances, lotteries, cockfights, games, box
ing bouts, bingo, beauty contests, entertainments, or cinema
tographic, theatrical or other performances for the purpose of 
rai.sing funds for an election campaign or for the ~upport. of 
any candidate from the commencement . .of the electIOn perlO.d 
up to and including election day; or. for any p~rs?n or orgam
zation,. whether civic or religious, directly or mdlrectly, to so
licit and/or accept from any candidate for publi~ office, or 
from his campaign manager, agent or representative, or any 
person acting in their behalf, any gift, food, transportation, 
contribution or donation in cash or in kind from the com
mencement of the election period up .to .and including election 

. day; Provided, That normal and ~ustomary religious stipends, 
tithes, or collections on Sundays and/or other designated col
lection days, are excluded from this prohibition. (Sec. 64, 1978 
EC) 

Sec. 98. Tnle name oj cont7-ibutor Tequi1·ed.-N 0 person 
shall make any contribution in any name except his own nor 
shall any candidate 01' treasurer of a political party receive a 
contribution or enter. or record the s!)me in any name other 
than that of the person by whom it was actually made. (Sec. 66, 
1978 EC) 

Sec. 99. Report oj cont?-ibutions.-Every person giving con
tributions to any candidate, treasurer of the party, 01' authorized 
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representative of such candidate or treasurer shall, not later 
than thirty days after the day of the election file with the 
Commission a report under oat.h stating the a~ount of each 
contribution, the name of the candidate, agent of the candidate 
or political party receiving the contribution and the date of the 
contribution. (Sec. 68, 1978 EC) See S~c. 14, R. A. 71'66, 
infra. 

Sec. 100. Limitations upon expenses of candidates._No 
candidate shalI spend for his election campaign an aggregate 
amount exceeding one peso and fifty centavos for every voter 
currently registered in the constituency where he filed his can
didacy P"ovided, ,That the expenses herein referred fo shalI in
clude those incurred or caused to be incurred by the candidate 
,whether in c.ash or in kind, including the use, rental or hir~ 
of land, water or aircraft, equipment, facilities, apparatus and 
paraphernalia used in the campaign: P"ovided, furthet·, That 
where the land, water or, aircraft, equipment, facilities, appa
ratus and paraphernalia used is owned by the candidate his 
contributor or supporter, the 'Commission is hereby empo~ered 
to assess the amount commensurate with the expenses for the 
use there?f, based. on the prevailing rates in the locality and, 
shalI be mcluded m the total expenses incurred by the can
didate, (Sec. 51, 1978 EC) See Sec. 13, R. A. 7166,)nfra .. 

Sec. 101. Limitation upon expenses of political pa,'ties._ 
A duly accredited political party may spend for the election 
of its candidates in the c~nstituency or, constituencies whe're 
it has ~fficial candidates an aggregate amount not exceeding 
the eqUlvalent of one peso and fifty centavos for every voter 
currently register.ed therein. Expenses incurred by branches, 
chapters or commIttees of such political party shalI be included 
in the computation of the total expenditures of the political 
party. 

Expenses incurred by other political parties shalI be con
sidered as expenses of their respective individual candidates 
and subject to limitation under Section. 100 of this Code (Sec. 
52, 1978 EC) See Sec. 13, R. A. No. 7166, infra. 

. Sec. 102. Lawful expenditures._To carry. out the objec
t,ves of the preceding sections, no candidate or treasurer of 
a. political party shalI, directly or indirectly, make any expen

. d.ture except for the following purposes: 

(a) For travelIing expenses of the candidat~s and campaig~ 
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personnel in the-course of the campaign and for personal ex-· 
penses incident thereto; 

(b) For compensation. of campaigners, clerks, stenogra
'phers, messengers, and other persons actualIy employed in the 
campaign; 

(c) For telegraph and telephone tolIs, ppstage, freight and 
express deli very charges; 

(d) For stationery, printing and distribution of printed 
matters relative to candidacy; 

(e) For employment of watchers at the polIs; 

. (f) For rent, maint~nance and furnishing of campaign 
headquarters, office or place ~f meetings; 

(g) For political meetings arid rallies and the use of sound 
systems; lights and decorations during said meetings and ral-
lies; . 

(h) For newspaper, radio, .television and other public ad
vertisements ; 

(i) For employmerit of counsel, the cost of which shalI not 
. be taken into account in determining the amount of expen~~s 
which a candidate or political party may have incurred under 
Sections 100 and 101 hereof;' , 

(j) For copying and classifying list of voters, investigat
.jng and' challenging the right to vote of persons registered 
in the lists the costs of which shall not be taken into account 
in determining the amount of expenses which a candidate or 
political party may have incurred under Sections 100 and 101, 
hereof; or . 

(k) For printing sample ballots in such color, size and 
maximum number as may tie . authorized' by the Commission 
and the cost of such printing shall not be taken into account 
in determining the amount of expenses which a candidate or 
political party may have incurred under Sections 100 and 101 
hereof. (Sec. 53, 1978 EC) 

Sec. 103. Persons authorizerf. to incur election expenditw'es. 
-No person, except the candidate, the treasurer'of a political 
party or any person authorized by such candidate or treasurer, 
shall make any expenditure in s,lpport of or in opposition to 
any candidate or political party. Expenditures duly authorized 
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by the candidate or the treasure~ of the party shall be con
sidered as expenditures of such candidate or political party. 

The au~hority to incur expenditures shall be in writing, 
copy of whIch· shall be furnished the Commission signed by 
the candidate or the treasurer of the party and showing the 
expenditures so authorized, and shall state the full name and 
exact address of. the person so designated. (Sec. 5,4, 1978 EC) 

Sec. 104. P"ohibited donations' by candidates, treasurers 
of pa,·ties 0" their agents.-No candidate, his or her spouse or 
any relative within the eecond civil degree of consanguinity or 
affinity, or his campaign manager, agent or representative 
shall during the campaign period, on the day before' and on 
the day of the election, directly or indirectly, make any dona
tion, contribution or gift in cash or in kind, oi' undertake or 
contribute to the construction or repa'ir of roads, bridges, school
houses, puericulture centers,. medical clinics and hospitals, 
churches or chapels, cement pavements, or 'any structure for 
public use or for the use of any religious or civic organiza
tion: Provided, That normal and customary religious dues or 
contributions, such as l'eligious stiperrds, tithes or collections 
o~ ~undays or other designated collection days, as well as pe-. 
rlOdIC payments for legitimate scholarships established and 
school contributions habitually made before the prohibited pe-
riod, are exduded from the prohibition. ' 

The same prohibition applies to treasurers, agents or rep
resentativesof any political party. (Sec. 63, 1978 EC) , 

Sec. 105. Accounting by agents of candidate or treasw·er. 
-Every. person receiving contributions or incurring expen-

• ditures by authority of the candidate or treasure'r of the party 
shall, on demand by the' candidate or treasurer of the party 
and in any event within five days after receiving such con
tribution Or incurring such expenditure, render to the candi
date or the treasurer of the party concerned, a detailed account 
thereof with proper vouchers or official receipts. (Sec. 55 
1978 EC) " 

Sec. 106. Records of contributions and exjJenditures.-(a) 
. I~ shall be the duty of every' candidate, treasurer of the poli
hcal party and person acting under the authority of such can
didate or treasurer to issue a receipt for every contribution' 
received and to obtain and keep a receipt stating the palti
culars of every expenditure made. 
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(b) Every candidate and treasurer of the party shall keep 
detailed, full, and accurate records of all contributions received 
·and expenditures incurred by him and by those acting under 
his authority, setting forth therein all information required to 
be reported. 

(c) Every candidate and treasurer of the party shall be 
responsible for the preservation of the records of contribu
tions and' expenditures, together with all pertinent documents, 
for at least three years after the holding of the election to 
which they pertain and for their production for inspection by 
the Commission or its duly authorized representative,or upon 

· presentation of a subpoena duce's tecum duly is~ued by the Com-
· mission. Failure of the candidate or treasurer to preserve such 

records or documents shall be deemed prima facie evidence of 
violation of the provisions of this ·Article. (Sec. 56, 1978 EC) 

Sec. 107. State,nent of contributions and expenditures.-
· Every candidate and treasurer of the political party shall, not 
later than seven days, or earlier than ten days before the day 
of the election, file in duplicate with the office indicated in 
the following section, full, true and itemized, statement.of all 
contributions and expenditures in connection with the election. 

Within thirty days after the day of the election said can
didate and treasurer shall also file in duplicate a supplemental 
statement of all contributions and expenditures not included in 
the statement filed prior to the day of the election. (Sec. 57, 
1978 EC) See Sec. 14, R. A. No. 7166, infm. 

Sec. 108. Place fo,' filing statements.-The statements of 
contributions and expenditures shall be filed as follows: 

(a) Those of candidates for President and Vice-President, 
with the Commission. 

(b) Those of candidates fur Members of the Batasang Pam
bansa, with the provi'ncial election supervisor concerned, ex
cept those of candidates in the National Capital Region which 
shall be filed with the regional election director of said re- . 
gion . 

(c) Those' of candidates for provincial offices, with the 
. provincial election supervisor concerned. 

(d) Those of candidates for city, municipal and barangay' 
offices, with the election registrar concerned. 
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If the statement is'sent by mail, it shaH be by registered 
mail, and the date on which it was registered with the post 
office may ,be considered as' the filing date thereof if 'con
firmed on the same date by telegram or radiogram addressed 
to the office or official with whom the statement should be 
filed, 

The provincial election supervisors and election registrars 
concerned shall, within fifteen days after' the last day for 
the filing of the statements, send to the Commission dupli- . , 
cate copies of all statements filed with them. (Sec. 58, 1978, 

, EC, modified)' ' 

Sec. 109. Form. and contents of statenwnt.-The statement 
shall be, in writing, subscribed and sworn to by, the candidate 
or by the treasurer of the party, shall be, complete as of the 
date next preceding the date of filing and shall set 'forth in 
detail (a) the amount of contribution, the date or' receipt, 
and the full name and exact address' of the person from whom 
the contribution was received; (b) the amount of every ex
penditure, the date thereof, the full name and exact' address 
of the person to whom payment was made, and the purpose 
of the expenditure (c) any unpaid obligation, its nature and 
amount, and to whom said obligation is owing; and (d) such 
other particulars which the Commission may require. 

If the candidate or treasurer of the party has received no 
contribution, made no expenditl1l'e, or has no pending obliga
tion, the statement shall reflect such fact. (Sec. 59,1978 EC) 

Sec. 110. p,.ese,·vation and inspection of statenwnts,-AII 
statements of contributions and expenditures shall be kept and 
preserved at the office where they are filed and shall consti
tute part of the public records thereof for three years after' 
the election to which they pertain. They shall not be removed 
therefrom except upon order of ,the Commission or of a com
,petent court and shall, during regular office 'hours, be sub
ject an'd open to inspection by the pUblic. The officer in-charge 

,thereof, shall, on demand, furnish certified copies of any state- , 
ment upon payment' of the fee prescribed under Section 270' 
hereof. (Sec. 60, 1978 EC) 

It shall be the duty of the Commission to examine all 
statements of contributions and expenditures of candidates and 
political parties to determine compliance with the provisions 
of this Article (New) 
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Sec. 111. Effect of failure to file statemnet.-In addition 
to ,otlier sanctions provided in this Code, no person elected 

, to any public office shall enter upon the duties of his office 
until he has filed the statement of contributions and expen-' 
ditures herein required., 

, The same prohibition shall apply, if the political party 
wnich nominated the winning candidate fails to file the state
ments required herein within the period prescribed b~ this 
Code. (Sec. 61, 1978 EC 1I1;odified) See Sec. 14, R. A. 7166, tnfra. 

Sec. 112. Rep01t of contractor and business firms.-Every 
. person or firm to, whom any electoral expenditure ~s ma.de 
. shall, within thirty days afl<er the day of' the eltlCtIOn, file 

with the Commission a report setting forth the full names 
and exact addresses of the candidates, treasurers of political 

'parties, and, other persons incurring such expenditures, the 
, nature or purpose of each expenditure, the date and costs there

of, and such other particulars as the Commission may require, 
The report shall be signed and sworn to by t~e su!,pl,ier or cO.n
tractor, or in case of a business firm or aSSOCiatIOn, by Its 
president or general manager. ' 

It shall be the duty of such person or firm to whom an 
electoral expenditure is made to require every 'agent of a can
didate or of the treasurer of a political party to present writ
ten authority to incur electoral expenditures in behalf of such 
candidate or treasurer, and to keep and preserve at its place 
of business, subject to inspection by the Commission or its 
authorized representatives, copies of such written authority, 
contracts, vouchers, invoices and other records and documents 
relative to said expenditures for a period of three years after 
the date of the election to which they pertain. ' 

It shall be unlawful for' any supplier, contractor or busi
ness firm to enter into contract involving election expendi
tures with representatives of candidates or political parties 
without such written authority. (Sec. 69, 1978, EC) 

Article XII.~'REGISTRATION OF VOTERS * 

Sec. 113. Permanent List of Voters.-Any provision of 
Presidential Decree No. 1896 to the contrary notwithstanding, 

., Se~ Sec. 9, R. A. 7166, infra. 
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the list of voters prepared and used in the election of Mem
bers of the Batasang Pambansa on May 14, 1984, with such 
additions, cancellations and corrections as may hereafter be 

• made in accordance with the provisions of this Code, shall 
constitute the permanent list of voters in each city or munic
ipality, as the case may be, until 1996. 

For purp'oses of the next following election, the Commis
sion, through the election registrars, shall assign the proper 
precincts and polling places to the registered voters in said list. 
Written notice of any such change shall be 'made to the af
fected voters within two weeks therefrom .. ' 

Sec. 114. Renewal of the Permanent Llist.-The list of 
voters, prepared in accordance with the preceding section shall 
be renewed in nineteen hundred and ninety-six and every twelve 
years'thereafter. (New) 

Sec. 115. Necessity of Registmtion.-In order that a qua
lified elector may vote in any election, plebiscite or referendum, 
he must be registered in the permanent list of voters for, the 
city or inunicipality in which he resides. (Sec. 3, PD, 1986, as 
amended). 

Sec. 116. Who may be ,·egi.ste,·ed in the li.st.-All persons 
having complied with the requisites herein prescribed for the 
registration of voters shall be registered in the ,list, provided 
they possess all the qualifications and none of the disqualifi

. cations of. a voter .. Those who failed to register in the elec
tion of 1984, for any reason whatsoever, may register in ac-' 
cordance with the proviSions of this Code. Any person \vho 
may not have on the <late of registration the age or period 
of residence required may also be registered upon proof that 
on the date of the election, plebiscite or referendum he shall 
have such qualifications. (Sec.' 4, PD. 1896. as amended) 

Sec. 117. Qualifications of a vote1'.---,Every citizen of the 
Philippines. not otherwise disqualified by law. eighteen years 
of age or over. who shall have resided iii the Philippines for 
one year and in the city Or municipality wherein· he proposes 
to vote for at least six months immediately preceding the elec-
tion, may be registered as a voter. ' 

Any person who kansfers residence to anotIier ~ity, munic
ipality or country solely by reason of. his occupation; profes
sion; employment in private or public service; educational ac-
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tivities' work in military or naval reservations; service in 
the ar~y. navy or air force; the constabuhiry, or nationa.l p~
lice force; or confinement or detention in government msb
tutions in accordance with law, shall be deemed not to have 
lost his original residence. (Sec. 5, PD 1896, as amended) 

Sec. 118. pisquaUfications.-The following shall be disqua
lified from VOtillg: 

(a) Any person who has been sentenced by final judgment 
to suffer imprisonment for not less than' one year, such dis
ability not having been removed by' plen'lry pardon or granted 
amnesty: Provided, however, That any person disqualified to 
,'ote under' this paragraph shall automatically reacquire the 

. right to vote upon expiration of five years after service of 
sentence. 

(b) Any person who has been adjudged by final judgment 
'by competent court or tribunal of having committed any crime 
involving disloyalty to the duly' constituted government such 
as rebellion. sedition, violation of the anti-subversion and fire
arms laws or any crime against' national security, unless re
stored to his full civil and, political rights in accordance with 
lIiw: Provided, That he shall regain his right to vote automa
tically upon expiration of five year~ after service of sentence. 

(c) Insane or incompetent persons as declared by competent 
,,' authorit.y. (Sec . .102, 1971 EC; Sec. 7.5 19?·8·EC, as w>nenlied) 

. Sec. 119. Pre'[Jaration of the pe,-manent list of votCl·S.-
• For the preparation of the. permanent list of voters' in nine

teen hundred and ninety-six and every twelve years thereafter. 
the board of election inspectors referred to in Article XIV 
hereof of each election precinct shall hold four meetings on 
the seventh Saturday. seventh Sunday. sixth Saturday and sixth 
Sunday preceding the date of the regular election to be held. 
A t these meetings the board shall prepare eight copies of the 
list of voters of the precinct wherein it shall register the elec
tors applying for registration. (Sec. 100, RA 180, as (trnended) 

Sec. 120. Preparation of the Ust befo),e othe,' 1'egular elec
tions~-For the preparation of the list before other regular 
elections the board of election inspectors of each election pre
cinct sh~ll meet in the polling place on the seventh and sixth 
Saturdays before the day of the election. At these me~ting. 
the board shall prepare and certify eight copies of the hst of 
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voters of the corresponding precinct transferring thereto the 
~ames of the voters appearing in the list used in the preced
Ing election and including therein such, new qualified voters 
as may apply for registration, as provided in Section 126 here
of, (Sec. 101, RA 180, as amended) 

.Sec. 121. Prepa"ation of the list befo"e any ~ecial election, 
plebtsc,te Or refe,·endum.-For the preparation of the list of 
voters before a special election, plebiscite or referendum the 
board of elections inspectors of each election precinct ~hall 
hold ~ p1eeting in the polling place on the second Saturday 
follOWing the day of the proclamation calling such election 
At this. me~ting th~ board shall transfer the names of the voter~ 
appea~lng In the hst used in the preceding election and enter 
those of the newly registered voters. (Sec. 102, RA l8a as 
=~~ , 
. Sec. 122. Transfer of names of vot.,·s "'om the permanent 

z,st to the c~"'rent one.-The. transfer of the names of the voters 
of :he precl~ct already reglstered in the list used in the pre
ceding elec~lOn to the list to be made as provided for in th 
two pre.ce~lng sections is a ministerial duty of the board, an~ 
an~ omlSSlOn or error in copying shall be corrected 'motu pro
P1"!O,. or upon petition of the interested party, without delay 
and. In no cas? beyond three days from the time such error is 
noticed; and If the board should refuse, the interested party 
may apply f?r such correction to the proper municipal or me
trop?htan trlal court which shall decide the case without delay 
a~d In no case beyond three days from the date the petition is ' 
filed. The deci~ion of the proper municipal or metropolitan trial ' 
cOUli; shall be final and unappealable in whatever form or man
ner. (Sec. 103, RA 180, as amended) 

. To ~acilitate the transfer of names of voters, the elec-' 
tlon re?"lst~ar shall deliver the book 'of 'voters to the board 
of electIOn Inspectors on the day before registration of voters 

'to be returned after the last day of registration. (New) , 

, Sec. 123. Cancel~ation and exclusions iri the transfer of 
n~mes.-In tran~ferrlng ~he names of the voters of the pre
Cinct ~rom the hst used In the preceding election to the cur
rent hst, th~ board shall exclUde those who have applied for 
the ca~cellatlOn of .their registration, those who have died those 
who dld not vote In the immediately' preceding two suc~essive 
regular elections, those who have been excluded by court orders 
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, :', issued in accordance with the provisions of this Code, and those, 
who have been disqualified, upon motion of any ,member of the 
board or of any elector or watcher, upon satisfactory proof to 
the board and upon summons to the voter in cases of disqiIali
fication. The motion shall be decided by the board without 
delay and in no case beyond three days from ita filing. Should 

,the board deny the motion, or fail to act thereon within the 
period herein fixed, the interested party may apply for such 
exclusion to the municipal or metropolitan trial court which 
shall decide the petition without delay and in no case beyond 
three days from the date the petition is filed. The decision of 
the court shall be final. The poll clerk shall keep a record 
of these exclusions and shall furnish three copies thereof to 

'the election registrar who shall, in' turn keep one copy and 
'send the two other copies thereof to the provincial election 
supervisor and the Commission, to be attached by them to the 
permanent list under their custody. (Sec. 104, RA .180, as 
amended) 

Sec. 124. Meeting to close the list of v'oters.":-The board of 
election inspectors shall also meet on the second Saturday im~ 
mediately preceding the day of the regular election, or on the 
second day immediately preceding the day of the special elec
tion, 'plebiscite or referendum whether it be Sunday or a legal 
holiday, for the purpose of making such inclusions, exclusions, 
and corrections as may be or may have been ordered by the 
courts, stating opposite every name so corrected, added, or can
celled, the date of the order and the court which issued the 

, same; and for the consecutive numbering of the voters of the 
election precinct. 

Should the board fail to include in the list of voters any 
person ordered by competent court to be so included, said per
son shall, upon presentation of a certain copy of the order of 
inclusion and upon proper identification, be allowed by the 
board to vote. 

Should the board fail to exclude from the list of voters 
any person ordered by the court' to be so exCJuded, the board 
shall not permit said person to vote upon' presentation to it 
by any intel'ested party of a certified copy of the order of 
exclusion. (Sec. 105, RA 180, fL8amended) 

Sec. 125. Re-registration.-A voter who is registered in 
the permanent list of voters need not register anew fQr su~ 
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sequent elections unless he transfers residence to another City 
·or municipality,. or his registration has been cancelled on the 

. ground of disqualification and such disqualification has been 
lifted or removed. Likewise a voter whose registration has been 
cancelled due to failure to vote in the preceding regular elec
tion may register anew in the city or municipality where he 
is qualified ~o vote.·(Sec. 132, 1971 EC; Sec. 73, 1978 EC;i as! 
amended) 

Sec. 126. Registration of voters:-O~ the seventh· and sixth 
Saturdays before a regular election or on the second Saturday 
following the day of the proclamation calling for a new special 
election, plebiscite or referendum, any person desiring to be 
registe~ed as a voter shall accomplish in triplicate before the 
board of election inspectors a voter's affidavit in which shall 
be stated the following data: 

(a) Name~ surname" middle name, matern~l·surname; 
(b) Date and place of birth; 
(c) Citizenship;. 
(d) Periods of residence in the Philippines and in the place 

of registration; 
(e) Exact address with the ·name of the street and house 

number or in case there is none, a brief description 
of the locality and the place; 

(f) A stat.ement that the applicant hilS not been previous
ly registered, otherwise he shall be required to attach 
a sworn application for cancellation of his previous 
registration; and 

(g) Such other information or data which may be required 
by the Commission. 

The voter's affidavit shall also contain three specimens of 
the applicant's signature and clear and legible prints of his 
left and right. hand thumbmarks and shall be sworn to and 
filed together with four copies of the latest identification photo-
graph to be supplied by the applicant. . 

The oath of the applicant shall include a statement that 
he does not have any of the disqualifications of a voter and that 
he has not been pl:eviously registered in the precinct or in any 
other precinct. 

Before the applicant accomplishes his voter's affidavit, the 
board of election inspectors shall appraise the applicant of the 
qualifications and disqualifi~ations prescribed by law for a 
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·voter. It shall also see to it that the accomplished voter's affi
·davit contain all the data therein required and that the .. ap
. plicant's specimen signatures. the prints of his left an~ l'lg~t 
hand thumbmarks and his photograph are properly affixed tn 

each of the voter's affidavit. 
. Sec. 127. Illiterate or disabled aP'Jllicants.-The voter's af

fidavit of an illiterate 01' physically ·disabled person may be 
prepared i)y any relative within the fourth Civil degree of con
sanguinity or affinity or by any member of the board of elec
tion -inspectors who shall prepare the affidavit in accordance 
with the datil supplied by' the applicant. 
. Sec. 128. Voter's identification.-The identification card is
sued to the voter shall serve and be COnsidered as a document 
for the identification of each registered voter: P"ovided, how
ever That if the voter's identity· is· challenged ·on election day 
and' he cannot present his voter identification card, his iden

. tity may be ~stablished .by the sp.ecimen sig~atu~es: the photo-
graph or the fingerprints in his voter's affidaVit. m ~h~ b~ok 
of voters. No extra or duplicate copy of.the voter Identification. 
card shall be prepared· and issued except upon authority of the 
Commission. 

Each identification card shall bear the, name and the "ad
dress of the voter, his date of birth, sex, civil status, occupa
tion, his photograph, thumbmark, the c.ity or. municip~lit~ and 
number of the polling place where he IS registered, hiS ~Igna
ture, his voter serial number and the signature of the chairman 
of the board of election inspectors. 

Any voter previously registered under the provisions of 
Presidential Decree Numbered 1896 who desires to secur,: a voter 
identification card shall, on any registration day, prOVide four 
copies of his latest identification photograph to the. bo~rd of 
election inspectors which upon receipt thereof shall affiX one 
copy thereof to the voter's affidavit in the bo~k of voters, 
one copy to· the voter identification card to be Issued to the 
voter and transmit through the election registrar, one copy 
each to the provincial election supervisor and the Commission 
to be ·respectively attached to the voter's 'affidavit in their res-
peetive custody. . 

Sec. 129. Action by the boa"d of election inspectors.-Upon 
receipt of the voter's affidavit, the board of' election inspe~tors 
shall examine the data therein. If it finds that the apphcant 

;:' 
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possesses all the qualifications and none of the disqualifications 
of a, voter, he shall be registered. Otherwise, he shall not be 
registered. 

The name and address of. each registered voter shall im
me~iately upon. his reg~stration, be entered in the proper aipha
betlcal group In the hst after. which the voter identification 
card shall be issued to the voter. (Sec. 27, PD 1896, as amended) 

Sec. 130. Provin.cial central file of registered votel·s.-There 
~hall be a provincial central file of registered voters coiltain-' 
Ing th." duplicate copies of all approved voter's affidavits in . 
each cIty and municipality in the province which shall be under 
t~e custody an~ s~pervi~ion of the provincial election super
v~sor. The apphcatlOns shall be compiled alphabetically by pre
Cincts s.oas to make the file an exact replica of. the book of 
voters In the possession of the election registrar. 

. Should the book of voters in the custody of the election 
r."glstrar be lost ·or destroyed at a time so close to the elec
tIOn day t?at· there is no time to reconstitute the same, the 
corresponding book of vot~rs in the provincial file shall be 
used during the voting. . . . 

, Sec. 131. National central file of "egistel'ed vote,·s.-There 
s?a~1 also be a national central file of registered voters con
~Istlng ~f.the triplicate copies of all approved voters' affidavits 
In all cIties and municipalities which shall be prepared and 
~ept in the. central office of the' Commission. The applications 
In the. natIOnal central file shall be compiled alphabetically 
according to the surnames of the registered voters regardless 
of the place of registration. 

Sec;. 132. Preservation of voter's affidavits.-A copy of 
t?e ~ffIdavit of each voter shall be kept by the board of elec
tIon Inspectors until after the election when it shall deliver the 
s.ame to the election registrar together with the copi~s of the 
hst of voters and other election papers for use in the next 
election. The election registrar shall compile the voter's affi
davits by precinct alphabetically in a book of voters. The other 
two copies sha!1 be se!lt by the board of election inspectors on 
the day follOWing the date of the affidavit to "the office of the 
provincial election supervisor and the' Commission in Manila. 
The prOVincial election supervisor and the Commission shall re- . 
spectively file and' preserve the voter's affidavits .by city and 
muniCipality and in alphabetical order of their surnames. The 
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fourth copy shall be given to the ·voter as evidence of his reg
istration. (Sec. 28, PD 1896, as amended) 

Sec. 133. Columns,in the list of votel"8.-The list of voters 
shall be arranged in columns as follows: In the first column 
there shall be entered, at the time of closing of the list before 
the election a number opposite the name of each voter reg-. 
istered, beginning with number one and continuing in consecu
tive order until the end of the list. I!J the second column, the 
surnames of the registered voters shall be written in alpha
betical order followed by their respective first names, with~ut 
abbreviations of any kind. In the third column, the respectIve 
residences of such persons with the name of the street and nume 

. ber, or, in case there be none, a brief description of the locality 
or place. . In the fourth column, shall be entered the periods 

.. of residence in the Philippines and in the city or municipality. 
In the fifth coluinn, there shall be entered on the day of the 
election the numbers of the ballots which were given succes
Sively to each voter. In the sixth column, the voter shal! st~mp 
on the day of the election the mark of the thumb of hIS nght 
hand and under said mark his signature. And in the seventh 
column, the signature of the chairman of the board of el~ction 
inspectors who has handed the ballot to the voter. It wIll h; 
sufficient that the fifth, sixth, and seventh columns shall be 
filled in the copy of the list under the custody of the board 
of election inspectors which shall see to it that the thumbmark 
is stamped plainly. (Sec. 29, PD 1896, as amended) 

Sec. 134. Certificate of the board of election inspectors in 
the list of voters.-Upon the adjour'!ment of each meeting for 
the registration of voters, the board of election. inspectors shall 

. close each alphabetical group of surnames of voters by writ
. ipg the dates on the next line in blank, which shall be forth-

with signed by each mem1>er, and, before adding a new name 
on the same page at the next meeting, it shall write the fol
lowing: "Added at the .... meeting" specifying if it is the se
cond third or fourth meeting of the board, as the case may be. 
lf the meeting adjourned is the last one for the registration of 
voters, the board shall, besides closing each alphabetical group 
of voters as above provided, add at the end of the list a certificate 
(a) of the corrections and cancellations made in the permanent 
list, specifying them, or that there has been none, and (b) of 
the total number of voters registered in the precinct. (Sec. 3D, 

PD 1896, as amended) 
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Sec. 135. Publication of the list.--':At the first hour of the 
working day following the last day of registrations of voters, 
th,e pon clerk shall deliver to the election registrar a copy of 
the list certified to by the board of election inspectors as pro
vided in the preceding section; another copy, also certified, 
shall be sent to the provincial election supervisor of the prov
ince, and another, likewise certified, shall be sent to the Com
mission, in whose offices said copies shall be open to public 
inspection during regular office hours. On the same day a,nd 
hour, the poll clerk shall also post a copy of the list in the 
polling place in a secure place on the door or near the same at 
a height of a meter and a half, where it. may be convenientlly 
consulted by the interested parties. The chairman, poll clerk 
and the two members of the board of election inspectors shall 
each keep a copy of the list which may be inspected by the 
public in their residence or office during regular office hours. 
Immediately after the meeting for the closing of the list, the 
poll clerk shall also send a notice to the election registrar, prov
incial election supervisor and the Commission regarding the 
changes and the numbering above referred to, to be attached 
to the copy. of the list. under their custody. (Sec. 31, PD 1896, 
as amended) 

Sec. 136. ChaUenge of right to ,-egistet·.-Any person apply
ing for registration may be challenged before the. board of 
election inspectors on any registration day by any member, 
voter, candidate, or watcher. The board shall then examine the 
challenged person and shall receive such other evidence as it 
may deem pertinent, after which it shall decide whether the 
elector shall be included in or excluded from the list as may 
be proper. All challenges shall be- heard and decided with
out delay, and in no case beyond three days from the date the 
challenge was made. 

After the question has been decided, the board of election 
inspectors shall give to each party a brief certified statement 
setting forth the challenge and the decision thereon. (Sec. 32, 
PD1896, as amended) 

Sec. 137. POlVe,' of the boai'd of election inspectors to ad
'minister oaths and iS8u.e summons.-For the purpose of deter
mining the right of applicants to be registered as voters in 
the list, the board of election inspectors shall have the· same 
power to ad minis{er oaths, to issue subpoena and subpoena duces 

OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE 
fill 

. tecum, and to compel witnesses to appear and testify, but t~e 
, . latter's fees and expenses incident to tlJe process shal~ b~ paid 

., in advance by the party in whose behalf the sumlllons IS Issued. 
(Sec. 33, PI) 1896 as amended) 

. Sec. 138. J""isdiction in inclusion and excl118ion c~e~.
The municipal and metropolitan trial courts sl:all h~ve orlgmal 
and exclusive jurisdiction over all mat~ers of m~IUSiOn a,n? e>:
elusion of voters from the list in their respective ll1:lDIClpa.h. 
ties or cities. Decisions of the municipal or metropolitan trial 

, courts may be appealed directly by the aggrieved party. to 
, the proper regional trial court. withi,n. five days fron; :'eceIP~ 

of notice thereof, otherwise said deCISiOn of the mUlllclpal 01 

. metropolitan trial court shall become final and executory after 
said period. The regional trial court shall deCide. the app~al 
within ten days from the time the appeal was receIVed and,lts 

, decision shall be immediately final and executory, No motion. 
for reconsideration shall be entertained by the courts, (Sec. 37, 
PD 1896, as amended) 

Sec. 139, Petition fo'I' incluBion of voters in the fist.-Any 
person whose application for registration has been disapproved 
by the board of election inspectors or, w?ose name has been. 
stricken out from the list may apply, wlthm twenty days aftel 

. the last registration day, to the proper municipal or met:'op~li
tan trial court for an order directing the board of electiOn m
spectors to in~lude or reinstate his na~e !n the, list, tog~t?er 
with the certificate of the board of electiOn Il1spectors regal dmg 
his case and proof of service of notice of his. pet!tio.n u?on a 
member of the board of election inspectors With mdlcatlon of 

. the time, place, and .court before 'Yhich the petition is to be 
heard. (Sec. 38, PD 1896 as a,nendecL) , 

Sec. 140. Voters excluded th1'ough inadve,'i;ence or reg~stel'ed 
with an iwroneous 01' misspelled name.-Any voter registered 
in the permiment list who has not been. included in ~he I.ist 
prepared for the election or who has been mc~uded the.reln With 
a wrong or misspelled name shall have the :'I.ght to file ~n al:
plication on any date with the prop~r mUlllclP~1 or met! opoh
tan trial court, for an order directmg that hi? na~e be re
instated. in the list or· that he be registered With .hls correct 
name. He shall attach to such application, a ,certified ,:opy of 
the entry of his name in the list of the preceding electron, to
gether with proof that he has applied without success to the 
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board of election inspectors and that he has served notice'there
of upon a member of the board. (Sec. 39, PD 1896, (13 amended) 

Sec. 141. Change of name of registered voter.-Any pre
viously registered voter whose name has been changed by rea
son of marriage or, by virtue of a court order may request, the 
board .of election inspectors during any of its meetings held 
under this Article that his registration in the list be recorded 
under his or her new name. 

Sec. ,1.42. Petition f~r exclWlion of voters from the list.- , 
Any registered voter in a city or municipality may apply at. 
a!1y time except during the period beginning with the twenty
fIrst day after the last registration day of any election up to 
and including' election day with the proper municipal or met
ropolitan trial court, for the exclusion of a voter from the list, 
giving the name and residence of the latter, the precinct in ' 
which he is registered, and the grourids for the challenge. The 
petition shall be sworn to and accompanied l>y proof of no
tice to, the board of election inspectors concerned, if the same 
is duly constituted, and to the challenged voters. (Sec. 40 PD 
1896, as amended) 

Sec. 143. Common rules governing jwlicial proceedings in 
the matter of inclusion, exclWlion, and correction, of names of 
votel·S.-(a) Outside of regular office hours no petition for in
clusion, exclusion, or correction of names of voters shall be re-
ceived. " 

(b) Notices to the members of the board of election in
spectors and to challenged voters shall state the place, day and 
hour in which such petition shall be heard, and such notice 
mar be made by sending a copy thereof by registered mail or 
by personal delivery or by leaving it in the possession of a 
person of sufficient discretion in the residence of the said per; 
son, or; in the event that the foregoing procedure is not prac
ticable, by posting a copy in a conspicuous place in the city 
hall or municipal building and' in two other conspicuous places 
within the city or municipality at least ten days prior to the 
day set for the hearing. ' 

. \ 

In the interest of justice and to afford the challenged voter 
every opportunity to contest the petition for exclusion, the 
~ourt c~ncerned may, when the challenged'voter fails to appear 
m the fIrst day sct for the hearing, order that notice be effected 
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. in such manner and within such, period of time as it may 
"decide, which time shall in no case be more than ten days from 
the day the respondent is first found in default. 

(c) Each petition shall refer to only one precinct. 

(d) No costs shall be assessed in these proceedi!1gs: How
. ever if the court should be- satisfied that the applIcatIOn has 
, beer: filed for the sole purpose of molesting the adverse party 
and causing him to 'incur, expenses, it may 'condemn the cul-
pable party to pay the costs and incidental expenses. 

(e) Any candidate who may be affected by the proceedings 
may intervene and present his evidence. 
, , (f) The decision shall be based on the 'evidence presented. 
If the question is whether or not the voter is real or fictitious, 
his non-appearance on the day set for hearing shall, be prima 

,facie evidence that the registered voter is fictitious. In no 
case,shall a decision be rendered upon a stipulation of facts. 

(g) These applications shall be heard and decided without 
delay. The decision shaH be rendered within six hours after 
the hearing arid within ten days from the date of its filing in 
court. Cases appealed to the regional trial court shall be de
cided within ten days from receipt of the appeal in the office 
of the clerk of court. In any case, the court shall decide these 
petitions not later than the day before the election and the de
cision rendered thereon shall be immediately final and executory, 
notwithstanding the provisions of Section 138 on the finality of 
decisions. (Sec. 41, PD 1896, (13 amended) 

Sec. 144. Canv(l3s to check registration._The election reg
istrar, shall, once every two years or oftener should the Commis
sion deem it necessary in order to preserve the integrity of the 
permanent lists of voters, conduct verification by mail or house
to-house canvass, or both, of the registered voters of any ba
rangay for purposes of exclusion proceedings. 

Sec. 145. Annulment of pe1-manent lists of voters.-Any book 
of vilters not prepared in accordance with the provisions of 
this Code or the preparation of which has been effected with 
fraud, bribery, forgery, impersonation, intimidation, force, or 
any other similar irregularity or which list is statistically im
probable may, upon verified petition of any voter or election 
registrar, or duly registered political party, and after notice 
and hearing, be annulled by the Commis'sion: Provided, That 
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no order, ruling or decision annuiing a book of voters shall be 
executed within sixty days before nn election. 

Sec. 146. Reconstitution of lost 01" ,destr01Jed regutration , 
reco,·ds.-The Commission shall reconstitute all registration re
oords which hsve been lost or deStroyed. For this purpose, it 
shall be, the duty of the election registrar to immediately re
pOl1; to the Commission any case of loss or destruction of .ap
proved applications for registration in their custody. 'Such re
constitution shall be made with the use of the corresponding co
pies in the national' or' provincial central files of 'registered 
\·oters: p,·ot';ded, That if this is not feasible, the registered 
voter concerned may be summoned by the election registrar to ' 
effect such reconstitution by accomplishing a new appliCation: 
Reconstituted forms shall be clearly marked with the word "re
constituted". 

. The .reconstitution of any lost or d~troyed application for 
reg-IstratlOn shall not affect the criminal liability of any person 
or persons who may be responsible for' such loss or destruc
tion .. 

4 , 

Sec. 147. Examination of registration reco-rds.-All registra
tion records in the possession of the city or municipal election 
registrar, the provincial election supervisor and the Commis~ 
sion shall, during regular office, hours, be o~en to examination 
by th~ public with legitimate inquiries for purposes of elec-· 
tion. .' . 

Law enforcement agencies shall, upon prior authorization 
by the Commission, have :lccess to said registration records 
should the same be necessary to; or in aid of, their investiga
tive functions nnd duties, subject to regulations promulgated by 
the Commission. 

Sec. 148. List of v,oters.-Fifteen days before the date of the 
regular election or. spe.cial election, referendum or plebiscite, 
the board of electIon mspectors must post the final list of 
voters in each precinct with each and every page thereof duly 
signed or subscribed and sworn to by the members of the board 
o~ ~lecti~n inspe~rs and that failure to comply with this pro
VISion Will COnstitute an eJection offense. 

Any candidate or authorized representative of an accre
dited political party, upon formal request made to an election 
registrar, shall be entitled to a certified copy of the most 
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, recent list of voters in any preciuct, municipality, city or pro
,vince upon payment of a reasonable fee as may be prescribed , , 

by the Commission. 

Article XIII.-' PRECINCTS AND POLLING PLACES 

Sec. 149. PreC1·ncts and their establishment.-The unit of 
,territory for the' purpose of voting is the eleCtion precinct, 
and every barangay as of the approval of this Act shall have at 
least one such'precinct. (New) • 

, The Commisaion shall establish all election precincts, 

Th~ precincts actually established in the preceding regular 
election' shall.' be maintained, ,but the Commission' may intro
duce such adjustments, changes' or new divisions or abolish 
them, ff necessary: P,·ovided, howeve,·, That the territory com
prising an election preCinct shall not be altered or a. new pre
cinct established within forty-five days before a regular elec
tion and thirty days before a. special election or a referendum 
or plebiscite. (Sec. 82, 1971 EC) 

Sec. 150. An·angenunts of election l,,·ecincts.-(a) Each 
election precinct shall have, 'as far as possible not more than 
three hundred voters and shall compI:ise, as far as practicable, 
contiguous and compa~t territory. 

(b) When it appears that an election precinct contains more 
than three hundred voters; the Commission shall, in the interest 
of orderly election, and in order to facilitate the Casting of 
votes, be authorized to divide a precinct not later than one 

, week after the last day of registration of voters. But the polling
place of all the precincts created thereby shall be located in 
the same building or compound where the polling place of the 
original precinct is located, and if this be not feasible, in a 
place as close as' possible to the polling place of the original 
precinct: P,·ovided, h010eVel·, That the polling place of the new 

, precinct may be located elsewhere upon written petition of the 
majority ot'the voters of the new precinct: Provided, fw·ther 
That when Ii precinct is divided into two or more precincts, 
the registered vote~s shall be included, in the precinct wherein 
they reside~ Every case of alteration of a precinct shall be 
duly published by posting a notice of any change in conspicuous 
location in the precinct, and in the municipal building or city 
hall, as the case may be. 
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(c) A municipality which has been merged ·with another 
municipality shall constitute at least one election precinct if 
the .di.sta~ce between the remotest bnrangay of .the mer~ed 
mUnIcIpality and the nearest polling place in the municipality 
to which it has been merged shall, by the shortest road ex-
ceed five kilometers. . . , . .. . • 

(d) An island or group of islands having on~ hundred 
and fifty or more voters shall constitute a precinct, . 

(e) Any alteration of the election precincts or the estab
I\sh~ent of new ones shall be communicated to the provincial 
electIon supervisor, the provincial superintendent of schools 
e.te. together wi~h th~ corresponding maps, which shall be pu~ 
hshed as prescrIbed m the next succeeding sections, (Sec 83 
1971 EC) . . , 

Sec. 151. Publication 01 maps or precincts,-At least five . 
d.ays before ~he first registration day preceding a regular elec" 
tlOn 0; ~peclal election or a referendum or a plebiscite, the 
CommIssIon shall, through its duly authoriied representative 
post in the city hall or municipal building and in three othe; 
conspi~uous places in the city or municipality and on the door 
?f e~ch ~~Ii.ng J?lace, a ~p of ~he city or municipality show
Ing Its d,VIs,on mto precIncts WIth their respective boundaries 
and indicating therein all streets and alleys in populous areas 
and the location of each polling place; . 

These maps shall be kept posted until after the election 
referendum or plebiscite, (Sec. 84, 1971 EC) , 

Sec. 152. Polling place.-A polling place. is the building 
or place where the board of election inspectors· conducts its 
proceedings and where the voters shall cast their votes. (New) 

. Sec. 153. Designation of polling places.-The location of 
polh~g pla:es designated in the preceding regular election shall 
contlDue WIth ~uch changes as the Commission maY.find neces
~ary, after. ~.otlce to registered political parties and candidates 
m the pohtlc~1 unit affected, if any, and hearing: Provided, 
That no location shall be changed within forty-five days be
f?re a regular election and thirty days before a special elec
tIOn or·a referendum or plebiscite, except in case it is des
troyed or it cannot be used. (Sec. 86, 1971 EC). 

Sec. 154. Requirements lor polling places.-Each polling 
place shall be, as far as practicable, a ground floor and shall 
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, be of sufficient size to admit and comfortably accommodate 
.forty voters at one time outside the guard rail for the board 
of election'inspectors.· The polling place shall be located within 
the territory .of the precinct as centrally as possible with re

.. spect· to the residence of the voters. therein and whenever· pos
sible, such location shall be along a public road.· No desig
··nation of polJing places ·shallbe changed except upon written 

. petition of the majority of the voters of the precinct or agree
, ment of all the political P!1rties or by· resolution of the Commis-

sion· upon. prior notice and hearing. 

A public building having the requirements prescribed in the 
. : preceding paragraph s~1l be preferred as polling place, (Sec, 87, .• 

1971 E9f ' . 
Sec. 155. Building tJw.t ·shall not be used II3 polling places. 

-No polling place shall be located in a public or private build
ing owned, leased, or occupied by any .candidate or of any per-

... son who is related to any candidate within the fourth civil 
· degree of consanguinity or affinity, or any ·officer of the gov
ernment or leader of any political party, group or faction, nor 
in any building or surrounding Jlremises under the actual con
trol of a private entity, . political party or religious organi
zation. In places where no suitable public building is available, 
private school buildings may be used as polling places, No pol-

. ling place shall be located within the perimeter of or inside 
· a military or police camp or reservation or within a prison com
pound. (Sec. 21, BP 697) 

Any registered voteI', candidate or political party may peti-
.. 'lion the Commission not later than thirty days before the first 

registration day for the transfer of the polling place from the 
· prohibited buildings provided herein, Such petition shall be 
heard and decided by the Commission within twenty days from 
the filing of the petition. Failure to effect the transfer of the 
polling place after the Commission found it to be located in 
violation of this section within the period prescribed herein 

· shall be a ground for .. the postponement of the election in the 
pol!ing place concerne~. 

Sec. 156. Signs a.nd fla.gs 01 polling placeB.-On the day 
of the voting as well as on any day that the board of election 
InspectOrs might meet, every polling place shall have in front 
a sign showing the number of the precinct to which it belongs 
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and the Philippine flag shall .be hoisted at the proper height. 
(Sec. 89, 1971 EC) 

Sec. 157.A1'1'angement' and contents of polling places.
Each polling place shall conform as much as possible to' the 
sketch on the following page. (Sec. 90, 1971 EC) , 

Sec. 158., Voting booth.:-During the voting, there shall be, 
in each polling pla~e a booth for every twenty voters registered 
in the precinct. Each booth shall be open 0Jl the side,fironting 
the table for, the board of election inspectors and its three sides 
shall be closed with walls at least seventy centimeters wide 
and two meters high. ,The upper part sball be covered, if. neces-

• sary, to preserve the secrecy of the ballot. Each booth shall 
have in the background a shelf so placed that voters can write 
therein while, standing and shall be kept clearly lighted, by arti- ' 
ficial lights, if necessary, du~ing the votIng. ' ' , 

The Commission shall post inside each voting booth and 
elsewhere in the pOlling place on the day before the election, 
referendum and plebiscite a list containing the names of all 
the candidates Or the issues or questions to be voted for, and 
shall at all times during the voting period keep such list posted 
in said places. (Sec. 91, 1971 EC) 

SEC. 159. Guard rails .. _(a) In eVery polling place there 
shall be a guard rail between the voting booths and' the table 
for the board, of election inspectors which shall have separate 
entrance and exits. The booths shall he so arranged that they 
can be accessible only by passing through the guard rail and 
by entering through its open side facing the table of the board 
of election inspectors. 

, 

,; 

. 
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(b) There shall also be a . , . 
. between. the place reserved for .~~ard ra1l for the' watchers 

. l10ard . of election inspectors and a~m an,d the table for the. 
than fIfty centimeters from th I tt a dIstance of not more 

. see and read clearly during th e ~ e~. so that the watchers may 
ballots and see and count th e c tun mg of the contents of the 
election inspectors member 0 e t~O es recorded by the board of 

( ) n e correspondmg tally sheets 
. c There shall also be if . . 

the table of the board of 'I t!,oss~ble, guard rails separating 
waiting for their turn to c::~ ~~n . mspectors . froin the voters 
exits to give them orderly a e~r v~tes, WIth entrance and 
during the voting. ccess 0 t e table and the booths 

(d) The p~11ing place h 11 b . 
the table, the ballot boxes s ad 't~ so arranged that the booths 
what is being written withi~nth ~ w~ole polling place, except 
of the board of election inspect e ~~t s, shall be in plain view 
sons who may be within th . o~~' e watchers and other per-

S . e po mg place. (Sec. 92 1971 Ee) 
. ec. 160. Ballot boxes -(a) Th .' 

place on the day of the' 't. ere shall be in each polling 
shall b~ transparent whi~~ ~~~I~ bballot ?OX one side o.f which 
the votmg public containin t e set m a manner VIsible to 
co t g wo compartment . I mpar ment for valid ballots wh' h' '. s! name y, the 
cover painted white and th IC IS mdICated by an interior 
which is indicated by an int e .compartmen.t for spoiled ballots 
shall be uniform throughout e~~~r co~,:r ~amted red. The boxes 
Iy constructed and shall be closedP~::~Plhnes an,d shall be solid-
well as three numbered . tree dIfferent locks as 
d . securIty locks a d h eVlces as the Commission rna . n. suc other safety· 
they can not be opened exce t ~ prescrIbe m such a \\'ay that 
and by destrOYing such safetPy d y .meaps of three distinct keys . 

eVlces, 
(b) In case of the destructi' . . , 

~ot box on election day, the bO~~d o~ dlsap~earance of any bal
Immediately report it to the cit f elec.tl?n inspectors shall 
shall furnish another b' y or mUl1lclpal treasurer Who 

'bl ox Or receptacle a 11 POSSI . e .. The election registr h s equa y adequate as 
the delivery of a new ball t bar ~ all report the incident and 
munication on*the same duO t °tXh y the fastest means of Com-
. "1 I ,y a e Commission d t 
mCla e ection supervisor. (Sec. 93, 1971 Ee) an a the pro\,-

Sec. 161. Tally boards,_At the be in . 
there shall be placed with' th I' ~ l1lng of the. counting 
tion inspectors, watchers ~~d t~ P al~/Iew of the board of elec: 

. e pu IC, a tally board where the 

, 
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names of all the registered candidates or the issues or ques
tions to be voted upon shall be written, and the poll clerk shall 
record thereon the votes received by each of them as the chair
man of the board of election inspectors reads the ballot. (Sec. 
94, 1971 Ee) 

Sec. 162. F"mishing of ballot boxes, formS, stationeries a.nd 
materials fOI' election.-The Commission shall prepare .and fur
nish the ballot boxes, forms,' stationeries and materials neces
sary for the registration of voters and the holding of the elec
tion. 

The provincial, city and municipal treasurer shaW have cus
tody of such election paraphernalia, supplies and materials as 
are entrusted to him under the law or rules of the Commission 
and .shall be responsible for their preservation and storage, and 
and for any loss, destruction, impairment or damage of any 
election equipment, material or document in their possession 
furnished under this Code. (Sec. 96, 1971 EC)' 

. , . 
Sec. 163. Inspection of polling places.-Before the day of 

. the election, referendum or plebiscite, the Chairman of the Com
mission shall,. through its authorized representatives, see to it 
that all polling places are inspected and such omissions and 
defects as may be found corrected. The Comniission shall keep 
the reports on these inspections, (Sec, 97, 1971 Ee) 

ARTICLE XIV. - BOARD OF ELECTION INSPECTORS 

SEC. 164. Composition and awointment of boa1'd of elect
ion inspectors. - At least thirty days before the date when the 
voters list' is to be 'prepared in accordance with this Code, in 
the case of a regular election or fifteen days before a special 

'. election, the Commission shall, directly or through. its duly au
thorized representatives, constitute a board of election inspec-. 
tors for each precinct to be cO!llPosed of a chairman and a poll 
clerk who must be public school teachers, priority to be given 
to civil service eligibles, and two members, each representing the ' 
two a'ccredited political parties. The appointment. shall state 
the precinct to which they are assigned and the date of the 
appointment .. (This is amended by Sec. 13, RA. 6646, the board 
having become non-partisan 1. The board members shaH be 
public school teachers and if they m'e not .enough, teachers from 
private schools, employees in the civil service .or other citizens 
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of known probity and competence ,who are registered voters of 
the city 'or municipality. 

. . SEC. 165. Oath of the me-mbe?'s of the board 0/ election 
tnspectors. -. The members of the board of election inspectors. 
wh~!her pe~'manent, substitute or temporary, shall before as
sU~Jng then' office" take and sign an oath upon forms pre
pa.r~d by the Commission, before. on officer authorized to ad
minIster oaths or, in his .. absence, before any other member 
?f the board of election inspectors present, or in case no One 
IS present, they shall take it before any voter. The oaths shall 
be sent immediately to the city or municipal treasurer (Sec 
157, 1971 EC) , . . 

'. SEC. i66. Qualification of members; of the' bQal'd ;'f elec-
twn tnspecto1'S. - No person shall be appointed chairman, 
member or substitute member of the board of election ins
pectors unl~ss he is ~f. good moral character and il'j'eproacha
ble reputatIOn, a regl,stered voter of the city or municipality, 

. has nev?r been. conVicted of ,any election offense or of any 
other crl,?e pumshable by more than six 'months of impl'ison
ment, or If he has pending against him an information for any 
election offense, He must be able to speak and write' English 
Or the local dialect. ,(Sec. 114, 1978 EC) , 

,SEC, 167. Disqualification. - N~ person shall serve as 
cha~rman or member of the board of election inspectors if 
he IS re,lated within the fourth civil degree of consanguinity 
or affInity to ~ny member of the board of election inspectoi's 
or to any candidate to be voted for in the polling place or his 
"PO use, (Sec. 115, 1978 EC) , 

SEC, 168. Powe.,.s of the boa?'d of el~ction· inspecto1'S. _ 
The board of election inspectors shall have the followin" po-
wers and functions: " ~ , 

. a. Con~uct the voting and counting of votes in their res- , 
pecbve polling places; " , 

lb. Act as deputies of the Commission in the supervision 
and, control of the election 'in the polling places wherein they 
are aSSigned, to assure the holding of the same in a free, order
ly and honest manner; and 

c. Perform such other functions prescribed by this Code 
,or by the rules and reglilations promulgated by the Commis
sion. (Sec. 116, 1978' EC) 
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;- SEC. 169. Voting 1J1'ivilege of membe'rs of board.of elect
ion inspectors. - Members of the board of election inspectors 
and their substitutes ",ay vote in the polling place where they 
are assigned on election day: Provided, That they are registered 
voters within the province, city or municipality where they are 
assigned: and Provided, finally, That their voting in the poll
ing places where they are not registered voters be noted in 
the minutes of the board of election inspectors. (Sec. 117, 1978 
EC, with modifications) 

SEC. 170. Reliefand substitution of metnbet's of the boa?'d 
of election inspectors. - Public school, teachers who are mem
bers of the board of election inspectors shall not be relieved 

';, nor disqualiried 'from acting as such, members, except for cause 
, ,', and after due hearing. , ' 

Any member of the board of election inspectors,' nom
inated by a political party, as well as his substitute may at 
,any time be relieved from office and substituted with ano
'ther having the legal qualifications upon petition of the author

, ized representative of the party upon' whose ,nomination the 
appointment was made, and it shall ~e unlawful to prevent said 
person from, or disturb him in, the performance of the duties 
of the said office. A record of each case of substitution shall 
be made, setting forth therein the hour in which the replaced 
member has ceased in the office and the status of the work of 

. the board of election insp.ectors. Said record shall be signed 
by ,each member of the board of election inspectors including 
the incoming and out-going officers. (Sec, 11,5, 1971 EC) 

SEC. 171., Vacancy in the board of eleeHon inspect01·s. -
Every vacancy,in the board of election inspectors shall be filled 
for the remaining period in the manner hereinbefore pres
cribed. (Sec. 146, 1971. EC) 

SEC. 172 .. Proceedings' of the boal'd of election inspectm·s . 
- The meetings of the board of election inspectors shall' be 
pnblic and shall be held only in the polling place authorized by 
the Commission: 

The board of election inspectors shall have full authority 
'to maintain order within the polling place and its premises, 
to keep access thereto open and unobstructed; and to enforce 
obedience to its lawful orders. I If any 11erson shall refuse to \ 
obey lawful orders of the board of election inspectors, or shall 
conduct himself, in a disorderly manner in its presence or with-



72 OMNlIlUS ELECTION CODE 

in its hearing 'and thereby intelTupt or disturb its proceedings 
t~e b~ard of election inspectors may issue an order in writin~ 
dm:ctmg an? peace officer to take such person into custody 
untIl the adjournment of the meeting, but such order shall not 
be executed as to prevent any person so taken into custody 
from exercising his right to vote. Such orde~ shall be executed 
by any peace officer to whom it may be delivered, but if none 
be present, by any other person deputized by the board of elect
ion inspectors in writing. (Sec. 158, 1971 EC) 

SEC.' 173. Prohibition of political activity. _ No mem
ber of the board qf election inspectors shall engage in any' 
part~san political activity or take part in the ele~tion except. 
to dIscharge his duties as such and to vote (Sec i 5" 1971 EC)' . '-, 

SEC. 174. FUncti01,ing Of .the. board of el~ction inspec
tr>rs, - The board. of election inspectors shall act through 
its chairman, and shall decide without delay by majority vote 
all qilestions which may arise in the performance' of its duties. 
(Sec. 159, secmd sentence, 1971. EC) . . 

SEC. 175. TlJ1nlJ01'a1'11 vacancies. - If, at the time of the 
meeting of the board of' election inspectors, any member is 
abs~nt, or the office is still vacant, the members present shall 
call upon the substitute or the absent members to perform the 
duties of the latter; and. in case such substitute cannot be 

. found, the members present shall appoint any non-partisan reg
istered voter of the polling place to temporarily fill said vac-. 
ancy until the absent member appears or the vacancy is filled. 
In case there are two or more members pre.sent, they shall act 
jointly: Provided, That if the absent membel' is one who has 
been proposed by an accredited political pai·ty the represent
ative of said political party orin his absenc~ the watchers 
belonging to said party shall designate a registered voter of 
the polling place to temporarily fill said vacancy: Provicled, 
fwrthe;, That in the event or refusal or failure of either repre
sentatIve or watchers Of said political party to niake the de
signation, the members of the boal:d of election inspectors 

. ~resent shall c?oose a non-partisan registered voter of the poll-
mg place to fIll the vacancy. (Sec. 154, 1971 EC) . 

SEC. '176. Tem}J()."(Lj·Y designation of "w",bel's of the bow'l! 
of election illspeciol's by 1Catchel·S. - If at the time the board 
of election inspectors must meet, all the positions in the board 
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of election inspectors are' vacant, 01' if not one of the apP?inted 
meinbers shalt appear, the watchers present mal:' desIgnate 
voters of the polling place to act in the place of ,sald me~bers 

. until the absentees shall appear or the vacancles are fIlled. 
(Sec. 156, 1971 EC; Sec. 127, 1978 EC) . 

SEC. 177, Al'Test of absent melnbel·s. - The memher or 
'. members of the board of electron inspectors present may 01'

. der the arrest of any other member or substitute thereof, who 
'. in their judgment, has ab~ented himself with intention .of ~bs-

. t"lcting the performance of duties of the board of elechon ms
peet~rs. (Sec. 126, 19.78 EC) 

ARTICLE XV. - ,WATCHERS 

SEC. 178. OffiCiial watche1's of candidates.f~ Every regis
tered political party, coalition of political parties and every 
independent candidate shall each be entitled to one watcher m 
every; .polling place. 

No person shall be apPoint~d. wll:tcher unless he is. a 
qualified voter of the city or mUnICIpalIty, of good reputatIon 
and shall not have been corivicted by final judgment of any 
election offense or of any other crime, must know how to ~~ad 
and write Pilipino, English, Spanish or any of the. p.revallIng 
local dialects, and /lot related within t!le fourth ClVII degree 
of consanguinity or affinity to the 'chalrman or any member 
'of the board of election inspectors in the polling place where 
he seeks appointment as a watcher. 

Each candidate; political party or coalition of poli~ical p~r
ties shall designate, in . every province, highly urbanIzed C!ty 
or, district in the Metropolitan Manila, area, a re~r~entatIve 
authorized to appoint watchers, furnishmg the provmclal ,elect
ion supervisor or the city election registrar, as' ~he. case ~ay 
be the names of such representatives. Th~ provmc~al electIOn 
su~rvisors shall furnish the' milnic.i~al el~ction reg;strars <and 
election registrars of component cltIes WIth the lIst of _uch 
representatives. . . 

In 'the case of Metropolitan. }\1:anila,ihe desigl:ation .of 
the persons authorized to appoint watchers shall l;e fIled WIth 
the Commission, which shall furnish the list of such repre"ent
atives to the respective clty and municipal election regiRtrars. 
(Sec. 26, BP 697, with a.mendments) See Sec. 26 of R.A. No. 
7166, infra. 
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SEC. 179. Rights and duties of watchers. ~ Upon enter
ing the polling place, the watchers shall present and deliver to 
the chairman ·of the board of election inspectors his appoint
ment, and forthwith, his name shall be recorded in the minutes 
with a notation under his signature that he is not disqualified 
under the ~econd paragraph of. Section 178. The appointments 
of the watchers shall bear the personal signature or the fac
simile signature of the candidate or the duly authorized re
presentatives of the political party or coalition of political 
parties who appointed him or of organizations authorized by 
tl1e Commission under Section' 180. The watchers shall have 
the right to stay in the space reserved for them inside the poll-' 
illg place: They shalf have the right to witness and inform 
themselves of t\le proceedings of the board of election in spec- . 
tors, including its proceedings during the registration of vo
ters, to take notes of what they may see or hear, to take photo
graphs 'of the. proceedings ~nd incidents, if any, d~ring the 
counting of votes, as well as of election returns, tally boards 
and ballot boxes, to file a protest against any 'irregularity or 
violation of law which they believe may have been committed 
by the board of election inspectors or by any of its members 
or by any persons, to' obtain 'from the board of election ins
pectors a certificate as to the filing' of such' protest arid/or of 
the resolution thereon, to read the ballots after they shail have 
been read by. tile chairman; as well. as the election returns 
after they shall have been completed and signed by the mem
bers' of the buard of election inspectors without touching them, 
but they shall not speak to any member of the board of elect
ion 'inspectors, or to any. voter, or among themselves, in such 
a manner as would distract the proceedings, and to be fur
nished .with a certificate of the number of votes in words and 
figures cast for each candidate, duly signed and thumbmarked 
by the chairman and all the members of the board of election 
inspectors. Refusa~ of the chairman and the members of the 
board of election' inspectors to sign and furnish stich certifi
cate shall constitute an' election offense and shall be penalized 
under this Code. (Sec. 28, BP 697) 

SEC. 180. OtILe,' watcILe;·s. - The duly accredited citizens 
arm of the Commission shall be entitled to appoint a watcher 
in every polling place. Other civic, religious, professional, 
business, service, youth and any other similar organizations, 
with prior authority of the Commission, shall be entitled col-

OMNIllUS ELECTION CODE 
75 

. t h 'n e\'el"1Y polling place. (Sec . 
. . Iectively to appomt one wa C er 1 . 

27, BP 697 with amendments) 

XVI. _ OFFICIAL BALLOTS AND ELECTION 
ARTICLE RETURNS' 

. '. SEC. 181. OfficiaL ballots . . - Bailotslfor na~io~~lIa~~ I~~~: 
h II b of uniform Slze and co or an s 

office.s sa .. e Th hall be printed on paper with 
vided· at pubhc expense. I e~h s t will readily distinguish the 
'Watermarks or other. ma.r <s a E ch ballot shall be in the 
ballot paper fr?m ordma;Yb pap~r deta~hable coupon containing 
shape of a strlp wlth s u an d ace for the thumb
the serial number of the ballot, an a sp It hall bear at 
mark of. the voter on the detachable coupon. fS f the 

. ddl t· n thereof the coat 0 arms 0 
. the top on the ml . ~ p~r JO th ords "Official Ballot", the 

Republic of the Phlhppllles, e w .' which 

nhame
l 

Oft' the .cithYe·lodr ::: ~~~i~t~~!y e~~~io~:·o:~~c~h': follow-
tee ec JOn IS, .. 'd th t' booth 

. ing notice: "Fill out this .~allot s~cretly mSl e. ef v~h:~gballot:; D not put any distinchve mark on any palt 0 . 
o ". f all the Offlces 

The ballot shall also co~tam the. names ~site the name of 
to be voted for' i? .the elechon, allOw~ng ~~fh horizontal lines 
each office, Sufflclent SPt aCt'~ or. :ao~names of the individual 
where the voter may wrl e. e na . 
candidates voted for by hlm. 

. on the reverse side of the There shall not be anythmg 

ballot. b' . of . .' I't' where Am lC lS 
Ballots in cities and· mum~~~i~I~:s of offices to be .voted 

general use shall. h1i:ve e~~?/f \0 and immediately below the 
printed in Arablc mal IOn 
English title. . 

d' provisions of th,S section, 
Notwithstanding the prece mg d to prescribe a different 
C .' n is hereby empowere d t the ommlssJO. . . fn .by illiterate voters an 0 

form of. ballot to faclhtate ~o \ g 'cal and electronic devices 
use 01' adopt the latest t."c :o(~)g~f Section 52 hereof. (Sec. 
as authorized under para~l~p . 
128 1978 EC with mod,f,eattOn) 

" N ballots other than the 
SEC. 182: E-me"gclICY ballots. - t °d except in the event 

official ballots sh1i:ll be usedff~~ ~o~~I~t~ on time, or where 
f failure to recelve the 0 lCla . d t or 

o 'ff" t ballots for all reglstere. vo ers there are no su lClen 
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whet;e they are. destroyed at such time as shall render it im" 
possible. to provide other official baHots, in which cases the city 
or. mun.lclpal treasurer shall provide other ballots which shall 
be as s~mllar to the ~fficial ~ne.s as circumstances will permit 
and which s~all be. uDlform wlthm each polling place. The trea
surer shall Immediately report such action to the Commission. 

. . The municipal treasurer shall not undertake the prepara
h.on of the emergency ballots unless the political parties, can
dldate~ ~nd the o:ganizations collectively authorized by the 
~ommlss!On to· .deslgnate· watchers have been sufficiently noti
fied to send !helr representatives and have agreed in writing to 
the preparatIOn and use 'of'emergency ballots. (Sec. 190 1978. 
EG; Sec. 90, BP 697) . ." , 

. SEC. 183. RequisitiOn af official ballots and election re
tU1~ns. - Official ballots and election returns shall be printed 
upon orders of the Commission. Requisition of official bal
lots shall be for each city and municipality, at the 'rate of 
one and one-fifth ballots for every registered voter in the next 
preceding election; and for election returns, at one set there
of for every polling place. (Sec. 166 1971 EC' Sec. in BP 
697) . '" 

SEC: 184. PI'inttng of official ballots and election' .-etUI~IS. 
- The official ballots and election returns' shall be printed by 
~he Gov~:'~ment Pri~ting Office ,and/or the Central' Bank print
mg faCIlItIes exclusIvely, under the exclusive supervision and 
control of the Commission which shall' determine .. and provide 
t~e ~ece~sary security measures in the printing, storage' and 
tiIstrlbutlOn thereof. . 

Each ballot shall be joined by a perforated line to a stub· 
numbered consecutively, beginning with number "I" in each 
city and municipality. Each ballot shaH also have at the bot
tom a detachable coupon bearing the same number of the stub. 
Each pad of ballots shall bear on its cover the name of the city 
or municipality in which .the ballots are to be used and the' 
inclusive serial' numbers of the ballots contained therein. 

The official ballots shall b~ bound in sep~rate pads of 
. fifty or one hundred ballots each as 'may be required. . 

The election returns shall be prepared in se'ts of six co
pies per set and shall be numbered consecutively, lJe[Jinning 
With number "I" in each city and municipality. Each set of 
the election retul'lls shall be printed 'in such a 'manner that will 

OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE 77 

ensure that the entries on the original of the returns are clear
ly reproduced on the other copies thereof and shall bear the 
name of the city or municipality in which the returns are to 

. be . used. For this purpose, the Commission shall acquire, if 
.' . necessary, a special kind of carbon paper or chemically treated 
. paper. (Sec. 163,1971 EG; Sec. 129, 1978·EG, with 1nodifica

tiang) 

SEC. 185. Sample Official ballots. - The Commission shall 
provide the board of, el~ction inspectors with sample official 

. ballots at the rate of thirty ballots per polling place. The 
sample official ballots shall be printed on colored paper, in 
all respects like the official ballotS but bearing instead the 

.. words "Sample Official BaNot", to be shown to the public and 
used in demonstrating how to fill . out and fold the official bal

.lots properly. No name of any actual candidate shall be writ
teri on' the spaces for voting on the sample. official ballots pro
vided by the Commission, nOr shaH they be used for voting. 
(Sec. 131, 1978 EG)' . 

SEC. 186. Distribution of official ballots and election re: 
turns. - The official ballots and the election returns shall 
be distributed by the Commission to. each city and municipality 
at the rate of one and one-fifth ballots for every voter regis
tered in each polling place;. and for election returns, at the 
rate of one set each for every polling place. 

The prOVincial, city or municipal treasurer shall respec
tively keep a record of the quantity and serial numbers of of
ficial ballots and election returns furnished the various pro

. vinces, cities, municipalities and polling places, as the case may 

. be, legible copies of. which ,'ecord shall be furnished the duly 
authorized provincial, city or municipal representatives of the 
ruling. party and the dominant opposition party, and the Com
mission immediately after the distribution is made of such of
ficial ballots and election returns. 

The Commission shall prescribe the lise of official delivery 
receipts to be signed by the election registrar and the chair-
man of the board of canvassers upon receipt of the election 
returns. . 

No official ballots or election'returns shall be delivered 
to the board of election inspectors earlier than the first hour 
of election day: Provided, however, That the Commission, 
after written notice to the registered political parties and the 
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_ candi~ates, .m.ay, for justifiable reasons, authorize the delivery 
of said offlcml ballots and election returns to the board of 
election inspectors of any particular polling place at an ear-.· 
lier date. (Sec. 81, BP 697)' .' 

S~~. 187. Committee on printing; storage, and dist"ibuti01l 
of 0 ff"nal. ballots and election retul'nS. - The Commission 
shall appoint a committee of five members, two of whom shaH 
be from among its personnel, the third to ,be designated by the 
Commi.:sion on Audit, and the la'st two to. be designated by 
the ruling party and the dominant opposition party to act as ' 
its representatives in supervising the printing, storage and dis
tribution of official ballots and election returns. 

Upon the request' of any candidate, political party or of 
civic, religious, professional, business, service, youth or any 
similar organizations collectively designated by the Commis
sion, the latter shall allow any person designated by any of 
the former as watcher to observe the proceedings of the com
mittee on the printing of official ballots and election returns ' 
file objections, if any, witness the pI;,inting and distribution of 
the ballots and the returns and guard the premises of the 
printer. (See. 82, BP 697, with lIwdifications) , 

SEC. 188. Duties of the c01nmittee on printing oj official 
ballots and. election-?·eturns. -. Under. such orders or instruc
tions as .the Commission may issue, and in addition to generai 

. superVISIOn and control over the printing and, shipment of of- . 
ficial ?~llots and ele<;tion returns, the committee on printing 
oC offiCial ballots ana election returns shall (a) take' cbarge 
of the rOOm or rooms where the paper and paraphernalia used 
in .the printing of official ballots and election returns are 
stored and where 'pI'inted, official ballots and election returns 
are packed and prepared for shipment, (b) supervise all as
pects relating to the printing, storage and shipment of offi
cial ballots and election returns and report to the Commission 
any irregularity which they believe may have been' committed, 
and (c) perform such other related functions as the Commis-
sion may direct. (Sec. 82,. BP' 697) . 

. SEC. 189. Rep-resentutives of the ?'eg;iste?"ed political pal'
ties in the ve?ijicution and distl'ibut-ion of official ballots an(l 
election ?<clu?'?zs: - The, ruling party and the dominant oppo

. si~ion ,~arty or their respective duly authorized represent
atIVes III the different provinces, cities and mimicipalities, 
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~hall submit the names' of their re~pective watchers who, toge-
. ther with the representatives ,of the Commission and the pro
vincial city and municipal treasurer shall verify the contents 
of,the' boxes containing the shipment of officialliallots-, elect
ion returns and sample official ballots received by the said trea-

The provincial treasurers shall keep a record o~ their 
,', receipt and distribution to each municipal treasurer, while t~e 

" City and municipal treasurer shall each keep a record of their 
':distribution to the board of election iMpectors. (Sec. 84, BP 

697" wit'; modli/icalions) 

ARTICLE XVII. - CASTING OF VOTES 

SEC. 190. Voting hours. - The casting of votes shall start 
at seven o'clock in, the morning and shall end at three o'clock 
,in, the afternoon, except when there are v~ters present within 
thirty meters in front of the polling place. who have not yet 
cast their votes, .in which case the voting shall continue but only 
'to allow said voters to ca.st their votes without interruption. 
The poll clerk shall, without delay, prepare a complete list 
containing the names of said voters consecutively numbered, 
and the voters so listed shall be called to' vote by announcing 

, each name repeatedly three times in -the, order in wbich they 
. are listed. Any voter .in the Jist who is not present when his 
.name is called out shall not be permitted to vote. (Sec. 35, BP 

,,-, ,697 ) 
SEC. 191. P?'eli";'inaries to the voting. - (a) The board 

, :- of election inspectors shall meet at the polling place at six
thirty o'clock in the morning "of election day and ~ha~l have 

"the book of voters containing all the approved applIcations of 
. registration of voters pertaining to the polling place, the cer

tified list of voters, the certified list of candidates, the ballot 
- box, the official ballots, sufficient indelible pencils or ball pens 

for the use or the voters, the forms to be used, and all other 
materials which may be necessary, 

(b) Immediately thereafter, the chairman of the board .of 
election inspectors shall, open the ballot box, empty both of ItS 

. compartments, exhibit them to all those present and bemg 
empty, lock its interior covers with three padlocks. 

(0) The chairman shall fOl;thwith show to the public .and 
" the watchers. present the package of official ballots received 

from the city, or municipal treasurer dnly wrapped and sealed 
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and the number of pads, the serial' numbers and the type forms " 
of the ballots in each pad appearing on the cover, and the book 
of voters duly sealed. The board of election inspectors shall 
then break the seals of the package of official ballots and the 
book of voters. The board of election inspectors shall enter 
in the minutes the fact that, the package of ballots, and the 
book of voters were shown to the public with their wrapping .. 
and corresponding 'seals intact and/or ,if they find that the 
wrapping and seals are broken; such fact must be stated in the 
minutes as well as the number of pads and the serial numbers 
of ballots that they find in the package. 

Ballots with separately printed serial numbers shall be' 
deemed spurious and shall not be utilized by the board of elec
tion inspectors unless the Commission representative shaH or
der their use in writing, stating the reasons therefor. 

(d) The chairman and the two party' mel!lbers of the 
board of election inspectors 'shall retain in their possession 
their respective keys to, the padlocks during the voting. 

(e) The box shall remain locked until the voting is fin
ished and the counting begins. However, if it should become 
necessary to make . room for more ballots, the board of election 
inspectors may ,open the box in the presence of the' whole board 
of election inspectors and the watchers, and the chairman shall 
press down with his hands the ballots con'tained therein with
out removing any of them, after which the board of election 
inspectors shall close the box and lock with three padlocks as 
hereinbefore provided. (Sec. 136, 1978 EC) See Sec. 15, R.A. 

,6646, infra. 

SEC. 192. Pe1'Sons allowed in and around the polling place.' 
During the, voting, no person shall be allowed inside the 

polling place, except the members of the board of election ins
pectors, the watchers, the representatives of the Commission, 
the voters casting their votes, the voters waiting for their 
turn to get inside the booths whose number' shall not exceed 
twice the number of booths and the voters waiting for the'lr 
turn to cast their votes whose number shall not exceed twenty 
at anyone time.' The watchers shall stay only in the space 
reserved for them, it being illegal for them to enter places 
reserved for the voters or for the board of election inspectors i 
or to mingle aiid talk with the voters within the polling place. 
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',", It shall be unlawful for any officer or m,:,?be; of the 
,", Armed Forces of the Philippines including the Phlhppme ~ns

tabulary or the Integrated National Police or pe~ce offIcer 
or any armed person belonging to any extra-legal pohce agency, 

, forces, reaction' forces, strike forces, home defe~s.e 
banJ,ngay tanod, or other similar f~rces or para-nu.h

forces including special forces, securIty guards, speCial 
, 'and all other kinds of ·armed or unarmed extra-
':, police officers, to enter any polli?g place, unless it is 
, his polling place where he will vote but m s~ch. case he ~hould 

:, : immediately leave the I!ollin.g place, and wlt~m a, radIUS of 
',fifty meters' from' such polhng place, no p~hc.eman or pe~ce 

, t officer shall be allowed to enter or stay mSlde the polhng 
': place except when, there is an actual disturbanc,: 'of .the peace 

"', ,and order therein., However, the board of electIOn mspectors 
':' upon majority vote;, if it deems necessarY,may make II: call 
: ,in, writing; duly entered in the minutes, for the deta!l of 
: ': a policeman or any peace officer for their protection or f?r t~e 
, 'protection of the election documents and paraphernaha, m 

which case, the said policeman or peace officer shall stay out
'side the polling place within a radius of thirty meters near 
enough to be easily called by the board of election inspectors 
at any time, but never at the door, and in no case ~hall ~he 
said policeman or peace officer hold any conversatIOn WIth 
any voter or disturb or prevent or in any manner obstruct 

'the free access of the voters to. the polling place. It shall 
'likewise be unlawful for any, barangay official to enter and 
stay inside' any polling place except to vote or excep.t w~en 
serving as a watcher or member of the board of electIOn ms
pecto(s, in which case, he shall leave the polling place imme
diately after voting. (1978 EC; Sec. 137, & Sec. 36, BP 697) 

. SEC. 193. Onle1' (Jof voting. - The voters shall vote in the, 
order of their entrance into the polling place. The voters 

, 'shall have the right to freely enter the polling place as soon 
'as they arrive unleSs there are voters waiting inside, in which 
case they shall fall in line in the order of their arrival and 
shaH not crowd around the table of the board of election ins

. pectors. The voters after having cast ,their votes shall imme
diately depart. (Sec. 138, 1978 EC) 

SEC. 194, MOInne1' of obtwining baUots: - The voter shall 
approach the chairman and shall give his name and address 
together with other data concerning his person. In case any 

.! , 

, , , , 
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member of the board of election inspectors doubts the identityo 
of 'the voter, the board of election inspectors shall check his' 
voter's identification card or, if he does not 'have any, the 
'board of election inspectors shall refer to .his photograph and 
. signature in the voter's application for registration. If the 
board of election inspectors is satisfied with his identity, 
the chairman shall distinctly ann~unce the voter's name in a 

, tone .loud enough to be· plainly hearq throughout the polling" 
place. If such voter has not been challenged, or if having been' 
challenged, the question has been decided in his favor, the' 
voter shall forthwith affix his signature in the proper space 
in the voting record, and the chairman shall, after first enter
ing the number o'f the ballot in the corresponding space of the 
voting record, deliver to the voter one ballot correctly folded. 
No person other than the chairman shall 'delivel; official bal
lots nor shall more than one ballot be delivered at one time. 
(Sec. 139, 1978 EC) , . 

. SEC. 195. Manne-r of preparing the ballot. - The voter, 
upon receiving his folded ballot, shall forthwith proceed to one 
of the' empty voting booths and shall there fill his ballot by 
writing in the proper space for each offiCe the name of the 
individual candidate for whom he desires to vote. 

No voter shall be allowed to enter a booth occupied· by 
another, nor enter the, same' accompanied by somebody, ex
cept . as provided for in the stlCceeding section hereof, nor 
stay therein for a longer time than necessary, nor speak with 
anyone other than as herein provided while inside the polling 
place. It shall be unlawful to prepare the ballot outside the 
voting booth, or to exhibit its contents to any person, or to 
erase any printing from the ballot, or tb intentionally tear or 
deface the same or put thereon any distinguishing mark. It 
shall likewise be unlawful to use carbon paper, paraffin paper, 
or other means for making a copy of the contents of the ballot 
or make use of any other. means to identify the vote of the 
voter. ISec. 140,1978 EC) 

SEC. 196. Prepamtion of ballots f01' illiterate and. disabled 
. pm·sons. - A voter who is illiterate or physically unable to' 

prepare the ballot by himself may be assisted in the prepara
tion of his ballot 'by a relative, .by affinity or consanguinity 
within the fourth civil degree or' if he has none, by any per
son of his confidence who belong to the 'same household or 
any member of the board of election inspectors, except the two 
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members: P1'Ovided, That ~o voter shall ~e .allowed d~~ 
as illiterate or physically disabled unless It IS so m . 
in his registration record: Pr0v.ided, fm·th~l·; That I~ 

case shall an assistor assist more than thre~ tlI~es. excep 
non-part)' members of' the board of electIOn mspect?r~ . 

. . person thus chosen .sh~ll prepare. the ballot for the .Ill~ 
.terate or disabled voter mSlde the votmg ,booth. The perso 

. assisting shall bind himself in a formal docu~ent und;r oath, 
to fill out the ballo~ strictly in accordanc\' With the mstruc

'.' ,tions of the voter and not tQ reveal the c?~tents .of the b~llot 
prepared by him. Violation. of this provIsIOn shall constitute 

. an election offense. (Sec. 11,1, 1978 EC) 
... SEC. 1~7. Spoiled ballots. ~ If a voter s.houldaccidentally 

' .... ···1 deface a ballot in such a way that It . cannot lawfully 
.' ,Spolar. '. h h' . h shall 
". be used he shall surrender It folded·to tee anman w a 
.., ,. th oting record that . ote in the corresponding space m e v. . 
, ~aid ballot is spoiled. The voter shall. the~ be. entrtled to a~o
'. 'ther ballot which thechairinan shall give him after. annou.ncmg 

the serial number of the second ballot a~d reCOrdl~g said se-
. rial number in the corresponding spaces m the .votmg record. 
. If the second ballot is again spoiled or defaced m such a way 

. that it cannot lawfully be' used, the same shall be surrende.r~d 
. .to the chairman" and recorded in tpe same manner as the fll ~t 
'. spoiled or defaced ba.Hot. Howeve,', no voter shall change hiS 
'. 'ballot more than tWice.. . . 

The spoiled ballot shall, without being unfolded. and wi~h- ' 
out removing the detachable coupon, be distinctly mark.ed ":'Ith 
the word "spoiled" and signed .by the boal:d of ~lectlOn ms-

· pectors on the indorsement fold thereof and Immediately placed 
in the compartment for spoiled ballots. (Sec. 1J,2, 1978 EC) 

· SEC. 198. Voting. - (a) After the voter has filled. his 
· ballot he shall fold it in the same manner as when he received 
it and return it to the chairman. 

(h) In the presence of' all 'the members of the board of 
election inspectors, he shall affix' his thumbmark on the cor
~esp~nding space in the coupon, and deliver the folded ballot 
to the chairman. . 

(c) The chairman, in the presence an.d vi.ew of t~e v~ter 
and all the members of the board of election mspectols,. wl~h
out unfolding the .ballot or seeing its contents, shall vel'lfy Its 
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number from the voting record, where it was previously en
tered. 

(d) The voter shall, forthwith affix his thumbmark by 
, the side 'of his signature in the space intended for that pur-:' 

pose in the voting record and the, chairman shall apply silver' 
nitrate and commassieblue on the, right forefinger nail or on 

,any other available finger nail, if there be no forefinger nail. " 

(e) The chairman shall sigh in the proper, space beside 
the thumbmark of the voter. ' 

(f) The chairman, after finding'everything to be in order, 
shall then detach the coupon in the presence of the board of , 
,election inspectors and of the voter and shall deposit the folded 
ballot in the compartment· for valid ballots, and the detached 
coupon in the compartment for spoiled ballots. 

(g) The voter shall then depart. 

Any ballot returned to the' chairinan whose detachable cou
pon has been removed not in the presence: of the board of 

,election inspectors and of the voter, Or any ballot whose num
ber does not coincide with the number of the ballot delivered 
to the voter, as entered in the voting record, shall be' consi
dered as spoiled and shall be so marked and signed, b)' the 
members of the board of election inspectors. (Sec. 148, 1978 
EC) 

SEC. 199. Challenge of iUegal vot""$. - (a) Any voter, 
or watcher may challenge any person' offering to vote for not 
being registered, for using the name of another or suffering 
from existing disqualification. In such case, the board of 
election inspectors shall satisfy itself as to whether or not the 
ground for the challenge is true by requiring proof of 'regis- , 
tration or the identity of the voter; and 

(b) No voter shaH be required to present his voter's affi
davit on election day unless his identity is challenged. His 
failure or inability to produce his voter's affidavit upon being 
challenged, shall not preclude him from voting if his identity' 
be shown from the photograph, fingerprints, or specimen, sig, 
natures in his approved application in the book of voters or 
if he is identified under oath by a member of the board of 
election inspectors and such identification shall be reflected 
in the minutes of the board. 
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SEC. 200., C/uUlenge baluill on ceriain illeg~ cwts. - Any 
or watcher may challenge any voter offe~mg to vote on 

ground that the challenged perso!l.has receIved or expec~s 
receive, has paid, offered or ,promIsed to 'pay, has con~rJ

offered or promised to contribute money or anythmg 
as consideration for his, vote or for the vote of ano

he has made or received, a promise to influence the 
\givinlg or withholding of any such vote or, that, he ha~ made" 

, bet or is interested directly or indirectly in a' bet whIch de
'in'"nolo upon 'the result of the election. The challenged. per.son 

take a prescribed oath before the. board of electIOn m.s
,., pectors that he has not commit1:.ed any of the acts alleg~d m 

challenge. ,Upon the taking of such .oath, the challenge shall 
dismissed and the 'challenged voter shall be allowed to vote, 

in case of his refusal to take such oath, the challenge 
be sustained and he ,shall not be' allowed to vote. (Sec. 

","l~·J,.5"-·,·1978 EC) " 

, SEC. 201. Admis$ion of challenged vote immaterial in 
'm.;minal p1"Ocimlings. - The admission 9f the challenged vote 

under the two preceding, sections shall not be conclusive upon 
any court as to the legality of the registration of the voter 

" challenged, or his vote in .a criminal action against such Per
'son for illegal.registration or voting. (Sec. 146, 1978 EC) 

SEC. 202. Record of challenges and oaths. - The poll 
clerk shall keep a pr,escribed record, of challenges and oaths 
taken in connection therewith and the resolution of the board 
of election inspectors in each ,case and, upon the termination 

, of the voting, shall certify that it contains all the challeng~s 
, made. The original of this record shall be attached to the on
,,:, "ginal copy of the minutes of the voting as provided in the 

succeeding section. (Sec. 147, 1978 EC), 

SEC. 203. Minutes of voting and clYlmting of votes . ...:. 
, The board of election inspectors shall prepare and sign a state- ' 
ment in four copies setting forth the following: ' 

, 1. The time the voting commenced lanbdl'len
t 

ded;d e'lection 
2 The 'serial numbers of the officia a 0 s. an 

returns, special envelopes and seals receIVed; . 
3. The, number of official ballots used and the numbeI 

left' unused; , 
<I. The number of voters who cast t~eir. Vo\~; t' 
5. The number of voters challenged urmg e vo mg; 
6. The names of the watchers present; 
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7, 
8. 

9, 

10. 
11 

12, 
13. 
14, 
15. 

16. 
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,The time the counting of votes commenced and ended; 
The number of official ballots found inside the com-
partment for valid ballots; " 
The number of valid ballots, if any, retrieved from the 
compartment for spoiled, ballots; , ' 
The number of ballo~s, if any, fou~d folded together; 
The number of spoIled ballots withdrawn from the 
compartment for valid ballots' ' 
The number of excess ballots '. 
The number of marked ballot~: 
The number of ballots read and 'counted' 
';I'he ti~e the election returns w~re signed and sealed 
m theIr "espective special envelopes; 
The number and nature of protests made' by watchers' 
and, ' , 

17. Such other matters that the Commission may require. 

, Copies of1;his statement after being duly accomplished 
shall be sealed m separate envelopes and, shall be distributed 
as ~ollows: (a) ,the original to the city or municipal election 
regIstrar; (b) the second copy to be deposited inside the com
partment for v~lid ballots of the ballot box; and (c) ,the third 
a;nd fourt? copIes to the representatives of the accredited poli
tICal partIes. (Sec. 148, 1978E'C) 

" . SEC. 204. Disposition of uiwsed ball{)ts at the' close of the 
vottng how's. - The ,chairman of the board of election ins
pectors shall prepare a list showing the "number of unused 
b~llots together with the serial numbers. This list, shall be 
sIgned by, all the members of the board of election inspectors, 
after wh,ch all the unused ballots shall be torn halfway in the 
presence of the members of the board of election inspectors. 

. SEC. 205. Prohibition of premature annottnce1nent of 
vottng. - No member of the board of election inspectors shall 
before the termination of the voting, make any announcement 
as to whether a certain registered voter has already voted or 
,not, as .to how many have already voted or how, many 'so far 
?ave faIled to vote, or any other fact tending to show or show-

',mg the .state of the polls, nor shall he make any statement 
at any tIme, except as witness before a court, as to how any 
person voted. (Sec, 149, 1978 EC) 

ARTICLE XVIII. - ,COUNTING OF VOTES 
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" SEC. 206. -Counting to be public and without interrup
tion. _ As soon as the voting, is finished, the board of elec

, tion, inspectors shall publicly count in, the poIling place the 
votes cast and 'ascertain the results. The board of election ins-
pectors shall not adjourn or postpone or delay the count un
til it has been fully completed, unless otherwise ordered by 
the Commission. 

The 'Commission, in the interest of free, orderly, and 
honest elections, may order the, board of' election inspectors 
to count the votes and to accomplish the election returns and 

- other forms prescribed under this Code in any other, place 
, within a public building in the same municipality or city: Pro

vide,l, That the said public building shall not be located with-
in the perimeter of or inside a military, or police camp or re
servation nor inside a' prison compound. (Sec. 150, 1978 EC) 

SEC. 207.' Excess ballots. - Before proceeding to count 
'the votes the board of election inspectors shall count the bal
. lots ' in 'the compartment for valid ballots without unfolding 
them oi' ,exposing their contents, except so far as to ascertain 
that each ballot is single,. and compare the number of ballots 
in' the box with the number of voters who have voted. If there 
'are 'excess ballots, they shall be returned in' the, box and tho
roughly mixed therein, and, the poll cler!I, without seeing, the 

'" ballots and with his back to the box, shall publicly draw, out 
as many ballots as may be equal to the excess and without 
unfolding them,.- place them in, an envelope which shall be 
marked "excess ballots"and, which shall be sealed and signed 
by the members of the ,board of electi!)h' inspectors., The enve-' 
lope shall be placed in the compartment for valid ballots, but 
its contents shall, not be read in the counting of votes, If in' 
the course of the examination ballots are found folded together 
before they were deposited in the box, they shall be placed in 
the envelope for excess ballots. I n case ballots with their 
detachable coupons be found in the box, such coupons shall be, 
removed and deposited in the compartment for' spoiled, ballots, 
and the ballots shall be included in the file' of valid ballots: 
If ballots with the words "spoiled" be found in the box, such 
ballots shall likewise he placed in the compartment for spoiled 
ballots. (Sec. 151, 1978 Ee) 

SEC. 208. Ma1'!.:ed ballots. - The board of election inspec
tors shall then unfold the ballots and determine whether there 
are any marked baIlots, and, if any be found, they shall be 
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placed in a~ envelope labelled "marked ballots" which shall be 
sealed and sIgned by the members of the board of election ins
pectors and placed ,in the compartment for valid ballots and 
?hall not be counted. A majority vote of the board of election 
Ins~ectors shall be sufficient to determine whether any, bal_ 
lot I~ ma.rked or not. Non-official ballots which the board of 
electIOn Inspectors may find, except those which have been 
used as emergency ballots, shalt be considered as marked bal
lots. (Sec. 152, 1978 EC) , 

SEC: ~09. Compartment 10)' spoiled ballots. _ The ballots 
deposIted In the. compa~tment for spoiled ballots shall be pre.. 
sume~ to be s~olled ballots, whether or not they contain such 
notatIOn; but If the board of election inspectors should find 
t?at d.uring the voting any valid ballot was' erroneously depo
sIted In .thls compartment, or if any 'ballot separated as ex

,cess or marked had been erroneously deposited therein the 
board of election inspectors shall open said compartment ~fter 
the voting and before' the counting' of votes for the sole pur
pose of drawing out the ballots erroneously' deposited therein. 
It shall then prepare and sign a statement of ,such fact and 
loc~ the box with. its three keys immediately thereafter. The 
valid. ballots so wIthdrawn shall be mixed with the other'valid 
bal~ots, and the excess or marked ballots shall, be placed in 
theIr pr?per envelopes which shall for such purposes be opened 
a?d agam labelled, sealed, signed and kept as hereinafter 'pro-
VIded. (Sec. 159, ·1978 EC) . 

SEC. 210. Manner of counting votes.- - The counting of 
vote~ sh~ll be made in the following manner: the board of 

'el.ectlOn Inspectors. shall unfold the baliots and form separate 
pI!es of one hundred ballots each, which shall be held together 
wIth rubber bands, with cardboard of the size of the' ballots 
~o serve as folders. The chairman of the board of election 
Inspectors shall take the ballots of the first pile one by one 
and re~d the names of candidates voted for and the offices . , " 
for whIch they. were voted in the order in which they appear 
thereon, assuming such a position as to enable all of, the wat- , 
c~er~ to read such names. The chairman shall sign and affix' , 
hIS l"1~ht. hand thumbmark at the back of the ballot immediately , 
afte:- It IS counted. The poll de'rk, and the third member, res
pectively, shall record on' the election returns and the tally 

• ~efer ,to Section 12, R.A. No. 6646 find then to' Section 95 . n A No 
7166, mfra.. ... ,J\.,. . 
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,UlJaC'U or sheet each vote as the names voted for each office 
: are read. 

Each vote' shall, be recorded by a vertical line, except, 
'eVery fifth vote which shall be recorded by a diagonal line ' 

,: 'crossing the previous four vertical lines. One pa.rty member 
.,""ma,ll see to it that the chairman reads the vote as written on 
,,: the ballot, and the other shall check the recording of the votes 
'" on the tally board or sheet and the election returns seeing to 
.. it that the same are correctly accomplished. After finishing 
, 'the first pile of ballots, the board of election inspectors shall 
, determine the total number of votes recorded for each candi

date, the sum being noted on, the tally board or sheet and on 
the election returns. In· case of discrepancy such recount as 

,may be necessary shall be made. The ballots shall then be 
'grouped together again as before the reading. Thereafter, 

-: the same procedure shall be followed with the second pile of 
" ballots and so on successively. After all the ballots have been 

read, the board of election inspectors shall sum up the totals 
, ,recorded for, each candidate, and the aggregate sum shall be 

recorded both on tbe tally board or sheet and on the election 
... returns. It shall then place the counted bailot~ in an envelope 

, ' provided 'for the 'purpose, which shall, be closed signed and 
, ' .. deposited in the compartment for valid ballots. The tally board 
, 'or sheet as accomplished and 'certified by the board of elect
,ion inspectiQns shall not be changed or destroyed but shall 
, lie kept in the compartment for valid ballots. (Sec. 154, 1978 
EC) " 

SEC. 211. Rules /01' tile appreciation of ballots. - In the 
reading and appreciation of ballots, every ballot shall be pre-, 
sumed to be valid unless there is clear and good reason to 
justify its rejection. The board of election inspectors shall 

, observe the following rules, bearing in mind that the object of 
the election is to obtain' the expression of the voters' will: 

1. Where only the first name of a candidate or only 
,his surname is written, the vote for such candidate is 
valid, if there is no other candidate with the same first 
name QI' surname for the same office. ' 

2. Where only the first name of a candidate is written 
on the ballot, which when read, has a sound similar to 
the surname of another candidate, the vote shall, be coun
ted in favor of the candidate with such surname. If 
there are two or ,more candidates with the same full 
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name, first name or surname and one of them is the in-' 
c?mbent, and on the ballot is written only such full name, ' 
first n~me or surname, the vote shall be counted in favor 
of the Incumbent. " ' , 

, 3. In case the candidate is a woman wh" uses her 
malden or married surname or both and there is another' ,', 
candidate with the, same surname, a ballot bearing only':" 
such surname shall be counted in favor of the candidate 
Who is an incumbent. 

. 4, When two or ,mo;'e words are written on the same' 
hne on the ballot, all of which are the surnames of two 
or more candidates,' .the same shall not be counted for 
any of them, unless one is a surname of an incumbent 
who' has served for at least one year, in which case it 
shall be counted in favor of the latter. 
' When two or more words are written on different 

lines on the ballot all of which ar'e the surnames of two 
or more candidates bearing the same surname for an of
fice for which the law authorizes the election of more than 
Olll; and there are the same number of 'such surnames 
wntten as there are candidates with that surname the 
vote shall be counted in favor of all the candidates bear-
ing the surname. " , 

'. 5. :Vhen on the ballot is written a singfe word which 
I~ the first name of a candidate and which is at the same 
tIme the surname:of his opponent, the vote shall be coun
ted in favor of the latter. 

, 6. When two words are written on the ballot one 
?f which is the first name of the candidate and the ~ther 
IS the surname of his opponent, the vote shall not be, 
counted for either. ' 

7. A name or surname iri~orrectly written which, when 
read, has a sound similar to the name or surname of 
a. candidate when correctly written, shall be counted in 
hiS favor. 

S. When a 'name of, a candidate appears in a space 
of the ballot for an office for which he is a candidate 
~nd in another space for which he is not a candidate, ' 
It shall be counted in his favor for the office 'fOl; which 
he is a candidate and the vote for the office for which 
he is ,:ot'.a candidate shall be considered, as stL'ay, except 
when It IS used as a .means to identify the voter" in 
which case, the whole ballot shall be void. 
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, If the word or words written ,on the appropriate blank 
on the ballot-is' the' identical name or surname 0: full 
name, as the case may be, of two or. more ,.candldates 
for the same' office none of' whom IS an mc?mbent, 
the vote shall be countell in favol: of that candidate to 
whose ticket belong all the other candidates voted for 
in the same ballot for the same constituency. , 

9. When in a, space in the ballot there appears a ~ame 
of a candidate that is erased and another clearly wntten, 
the vote is valid for the latter. 

'10. The erroneous initial of the fii'st name which ac
companies the correct surname 01 a candidate, the erro
neousinitial of the surname a~companying the correct 
first name of a candidate, or the erroneous middle initial 
of the candidate shall not annul the vote in favor of the 
latter , ' , , 

, if. The fact that there, exists another person who is 
'not a candidate with the first name 91' surname of a 
candidate shall not prevent the adjudication of the vote 
of the latter. , 

'12 Ballots which contain prefixes such as "Sr.", 
"Mr.",' "Datu", u,Don,", "Ginoo',', "Hon.", "GO?" or suf-
fixes like. "Hijo", "Jr.", "Segundo", are vahd. . 

, 13. The use of, the nicknames and appellations of 
affection and friendship, if accompanied by the first name 
or surname of the' candidate, does not annUl. such vote, 
except when' they were used as a m,:an,s to. identify, the 
voter in which case'the whole ballot IS mvalId: PrOVided, 
That'if the nickname used is unaccompanied by the. name 
or surname of a candidate and it is the one by whICh he 
is generally or popularly known in th,: local~ty, the :,ame 
shall be counted in favor of said candidate, If there IS no 
other candidate for the same office with the same nick
name. 

14. Any vote containing initials only or which i~ illegible 
or which does not sufficiently identify the candidate for 
whom it is intended shalI' be considered as a stray vote but 
shall not invalidate the whole ballot.' , 

15; If on the ballot is correctly written the first name 
of a candidate but with a different surname, or t.he s~r
na~e of the candidate is correctly written but With dif
ferent first name, the vote shall not be counted III favor 
of any candidate having such first name and/or surname 
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but the ballot shall be' ,considered valid' for other can-"" 
didates. 

. . 16., A~y ballot written' with' crayon, lead pencil, or 
,m mk, wholly or in part, shall be valid. 

, ! 7. Where there are two or more candidates voted 
f?r m an, office for which the law authorizes the elec-' 
bon of' only one, the vote shall not be counted in favor , 
of any of them, but this shaH not Ilffect the validity of 
the other votes therein. ,', , 

IS. If' the candidates v~ted for exceed the number 
of those to be elected, the ballot is valid, but the votes 
shall be coun.ted ollly. in favor of the candidates whose 
nam:", were flr~tly w;ltt,:n by tbe voter within the spaces 
proVIded. for saId offIce m the ballot 'until the authorized, 
number IS covered. 

1~ .. Any vote in favor of a person who has not filed 
.. , a Cerb!ICate of c~ndidacy or in favor ofa candidate for 

an ~ffICe for whIch he did not present himself shall be' 
consIdered as a stray vote but it shall not invalidate the 
whole, ballot. 

20. Ballots containing the name of a candidate prin
, ted and pasted on a blank space of the ballot or affixed 

thereto through any mechanical process are totally null 
and void. 

21. Circles, crosses or lines put on the spac~s on which 
~he. voter . has ~ot voted shall' be considered as' signs to 
mdlcate hIS deSIstance from voting and shall not invalid_ 
ate the ballot., 

22. Unless it ifhould 'clearly appear that they have 
bee,n deliberately put by ,the voter to serve as identifi_ 
catio~ marks, commas, dots, lines, or hyphens between 
the fIrst name and surname of a candidate, 61' ,in other 
parts of the ballot, traces of the letter "T" "J" and 
oth:r similar ones, the first letters or' sYllable~ of ~ames ' 
,,:hlch the vo~~r 'does not continue, the use of two or more 
,~mds of wrItmg and' unintentional or accidental flour
Ishes, strokes, 01' strains, shall not invalidate 'the ballot. 
. 23. Any ballot which clearly, appea'rs to have been 

~llIed by two distinct '}Jersons before it was deposited 
m . the ballot box during the voting is, totally null and 
VOId. 

24. Any vote cast in favor of a candidate who has 
been disqualified by final judgment shall be considered 
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, as stray and khaIl not be counted but it' shaIl not invalid
, ate the ballot. 

25. Ballots whoIly written in Arabic in, localities 
where it is of general use are, valid. ' To read them, the 

"board 'of ,election ,inspectors may employ an interpreter 
who 'shall take an oath that he shaH read the votes cor-
rectly., " -

26. The accidental tearing or perforation' of a baIlot 
does not annul it. 

27. Failure to remove the d~tachable coupon from a 
baIlot does not annul such ballot. 

2S. A vote for the 'President shall also be a vote for 
, the' Vic&oPresident running under the same ticket of a 
,political panty, unless the voter votes for a Vice-President 
who does not belong to such party. (Sec. 1,55, 1978 Ee) 

, '" SEC. 212. Election ,·etums. -'- The board of election !n-
epectors shall prepare the election returns simultaneous~y wI~h 

': : the counting of the votes in the pollin!; place as pres~rIbed m 
','Section 210 hereof. The return shall' be prepared III se~tu
,plicate. The recording of votes 'shall be, made as prescrIbed 

"iit said section. The entry of votes.in words and figures 
for each candidate shall be closed with the signature and'the 

'clear imprint of the thumbmark of the right hand of all the 
members, likewise, to be affixed in fuIl view of the public, 

, immediately after, the last vote recorded 01' immediately after 
, the name of the candidate who did not !eceive any vote. 

The return's shaIl also show the date' of the, election, the 
'polling place the barangay and the city or municipality' in 
which it wa~ held, the total number of ballots found in the .. < compartment for valid ballots, the total nur~ber of valid ballots 
'withdrawn from the compartment for spoIled ballots because, 
, they' were erroneously placed therein, the total number of ex-

" cess baIlots, the total number of marked or void ballots, and 
,": the total number of votes obtained by each candidate, writing 
,,:" out the said number in words and figures and, at the end 

" thereof, the board, of election inspectors shaIl certify' that 
the contents are correct. The returns shall be accomplished 
in a single sheet of paper; but if this is not possible, additional 
sheets may be used which shall be prepared, in the same man
ner as the first sheet and likewise certified. by the board of 
election inspectors. ' 
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~he COmmission shail take steps ?o that the entries on 
the fIrst copy of the election returns are clearly repro'duced 
on the sec?nd, third, fourth, fifth,' and sixth 'copies thereof 

, afnd for thIs purpose ,the Commission shall use a spedal kind 
0' paper, 

Immediately upon the accomplishment of the eiectIon re
turns, each copy thereof shall be sealed in the presence of 
the watchers and the public, and placed in the 
lope wh' h h II I'k " proper enve. ' ,IC, S a I eWlse be sealed and' distributed' h _ 
In provIded, (Sec, 156, 1978 EC) as ere, 

Any e~ection return with a separately printed 'serial m-
b,er or, whIch bears' a different serial number from tha~uas 
slgne4 to the pa~ticular polling place concerned shall not b~ 
canvas~ed, T,hls IS to be determined by the Goard of canvas-

,:ers' prlO: t~ ItS. ?anvasslng on the basis of the certification of 
, he. ~rovmclal, cIty ~r municipal treasurer as ,to the serial 
num, er of the· electIOn return assigned to the sa' d t' 
precmct, unless the ,Commission shall 'order I'n I.t . vo fmg 
its can a' t t" , WrJ mg or 

V SSIng, S a mg the reason for the variance ' , I n,umbers, ' m sena 

If the signatures and/or thumbmarks ,of the members of 
~he b~ard of. e~ection inspectors or some of them as required 
111 thIS prOVISIOn are missing in the I t" t board f ' e ec Ion re urns the 

0, ,ca,nvassers may summon the members of the board 
of electJ~n mspectors concerned to. complete the returns. (Sec, 

t
156

S
' 19:8 EC; Refer to Section 19, R.A, 6646 but refer again 

o ecbon 27 of R.A. No, 7166, infra. 

SE~. 213, ProcllLmation of' the result etf the election in 
the polltng pu:ce, - Upon the completion of th'e election re
turns, the chUlrman of the board of election inspectors shall 
orally ~nd publicly announce the total number of votes re
ceIved m the el.ection in the polling place by each and every 
one of the candIdates,' stating their corresponding office (Se 

,157, 1978 EC;. ' c. 

, 'S~C, 214,. D{spasition of electian ret1t1~/S. _ (1) In a pre
sld~n~lal elecbo~:, the boar? of election inspectors shall pre
pal e In handwntmg and sIgn the returns of the elect' 0 ' 
sextupl' t . th' I n In IC~ e In elr respective polling place in a form to 
?e prescnbed by the Commission, One copy shall be deposited 
In the compartm~n~ of, ~he ballot box fqr valid ballots, and in 
the case of mumclpahtJes two copies including the original 
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copy shall be handed to the municipal election registrar who 
shall immediately deliver the original copy to the provincial 

',election supervisor and forward the other copy to the Com
,mission, and one copy ,.each to the authorized representatives 
of the 'accredited political parties, In the case of the citi,es, 

'" the, city registrar' shall retain the original; copy for su bmis
sion to the provincial, election supervisor, and forward the 

,other copy to the Commission, 

(2) In the election for l'4embers 'of the Batasang Pam: 
,bansa: the original of the election returns shall be delivered 

, to the election registrar of the city or municipality for trans
mittal to, the chairman of the provincial board of canvassers, 
and direct to the chairman of the city or district board of 
,canvassers' in'the urbanized 'cities' and the districts of Metro

.::- politan Manila, as the, cas~ may be, for use in the canvass, 
The second copy shall likewise be delivered to the election 
,registrar for transmittal to ,the Commission, The third copy 
,shall be deposited in the compartment for valid ballots, The 
fourth copy shall be delivered to the election registrar, who 

", ,shall use said copy in the tabulation ,of the advance results 
, of the election in the city Or municipality. The fifth and sixth 

copies shall each respectively. be delivered to the members 
representing political parties represented in the board" of 
election inspectors, .. 

, (3) In' local' elections': the origin'al COpy of the election 
returns shall be delivered to the city or municipal board of 
canvassers, as, a body fOl' its use in the city or municipal can
vass, The second copy shall be delivered to the,election regis
trar of the city or municipality for transmittal to the provin
ciat board of canvassers as a body for its use in the provincial 
canvass, The third copy shall likewise be delivered to the 
'election registrar for transmittal to the Commission. The 
fOl!rth copy shall be deposited in the compartment for' valid 
ballots, The fifth and sixth copies shall respectively be deli
vered to the members representing t,he' political pilrties repre

,sen ted in the board of election inspectors, 

The Commission shall promulgate rules for the speedy and 
safe delivery of the election returns. (Sec, 158, 1978 EC) 

SEC, 215. Boa"d of election inspecto,'s to issue IL ce'tifi
cate etf the numbel' of votes polleel by the caJlldidates for an 
office'to the .vutchers, - AHer the announcement of the re-
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stilts of the election and before leaving the poIling place, it 
shaIl ~e. the duty of the board of election inspectors to issue 
a certIfIcate of the number of the votes received by a candi
date upon request of. the watchers. All the members of the 
board of election inspectors shall sign the certificate (Sec 
159, 1978 EC)' . . 

SEC. 216. Altemtions ~d c01~'~ctions in the eiect(ion 1'e
turns. - Any correction or alteration made in the election 
returns by the board of election inspectors before,the announce
ment of. t~~ results of the, election in the polling place shall 
be duly 1l11tIaled by all the members thereof 

After, the announcement of 'the results of the election 
in the polling place has been made, the board of election ins-, 
pectors shall not make any alteration or amendment in any 
of the. copies of the ~l~ction returns, unless so ordered by the 
?om.mlsslOn upon petItIOn of the members of the board of elect- ' 
Ion ll1spectors within five days from the date of the election 
or twenty-four hours from the time a copy of the election re
turns . conce~ned is opene~, .by the board of canvassers,' which
ever ~s. earlIer. The pe.htlOn, shall be accompanied by proof 
of selVICe upon all candIdates affected. If tpe petition is by 
all members of the board of election inspectbrs and the re
sults of the election ~ould not be affected by said correction 
a~d :.none of the ~andlda.tes affected objects thereto, the Com
mISSIOn, upon bell1g satIsfied of the veracity of the petition' 
,~nd ?f the error alleged therein, shall order the board of elect
IOn ll1spectors to make the proper correction on the el'e tl'on 
returns. . C 

However, ,if a candidat~ affected by said petition objects 
thereto, whether the petition is filed by all or only a qIajority 
of the members of the board of, election inspectors and the 
results of the election would be affected by the correction ' 
sought, to be m.a?e, the ?ommission shall proceed summarily 
to hear the pet!tlOn. If It finds the petition meritorious and 
~here ~re no eVIdence or signs indicating that the id~ntity and 
lI:tegn ty of the ballot box have been violated, the Commis
~lOn shall order the opening of the ballot box. After satisfying 
Itself that the integrity of the ballots therein has also been 
duly preserved, the Commission shall order the recounting 
?f the votes of the candidates affected imd the proper correct
IOns made on the election returns, unless the correction sought 
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'is such that it can be made without need of opening the ballot 
,box. (Sec. 169, 1978 EC) 

SEC. 217. Delivery of the ballot boxes, keys lLnd election 
" supplies and dacuments. - Upon the terminl!tion of the count

'ing of votes, the board of election inspectors shall, place in 
, • the compartment for valid ballots, the envelopes for used ballots 

" '-hereinbefore referred to, the unused ballots, the taIly board or 
',sheet, a copy of the election returns, and the minutes of its 

, ,proceedings, and then shall lock the ballot box with three pad
locks and sucli safety devices as the Commission may prescrihe, 

,Immediately after the box is locked, the three keys of the pad
'locks shall be placed in three separate envelopes' and shall 

be sealed and signed by 1111 the members of the board' of elect
ion inspectors. The authorized representatives of the Commis

'sion shall .forthwith take delivery of said envelopes, signing 
, a receipt therefor, and ,deliver without delay one envelope to 

'the provincial treasurer; another, t'1 the prQvincial fiscal and 
the other to the provincial election supervisor. 

The baIlot box, all supplies of the board of election 'ins
',pectors and all pertinent papers and documents shaIl imme
diately be delivered by the board of election inspectors and 
the watchers to the city or municipal treasurer who shall keep 
hjs office open all night, on the day of election if necessary 
for this purpose, and shall 'provide the necessary facilities 
for said delivery' at the expense 'of the city or municipality, 

'The book of voters shall be, returned to the' election registrar 
who, shaIl keep it under his custody. The treasurer and the 
'election registrar, as the case may be; shall on the day after 
the election require the members of the board of election 
inspctors who failed to send the objects referred to herein 
to deliver the same' to hiin immediately and acknowledge -re

, ceipt thereof in detail. (Sec: 161, 1978 EC) , 

SEC. 218. Preservat,ion of the voting "eco1'd, - The voting' 
record of each, polling place shall be deliyered to the election 
-registrar who shaIl have cus~ody of the "same" keeping them 
in a safe place, until such time that the Commission shall give 
instructions on their disposition. (Sec. 43, BP 697) 

, 'SEC. 219. Preservation or the ballot boxes, the.i1· kells and 
disposition of their contents . ...,.. (a) The provincial election 
supervisor, the provincial treasurer and the provincial fiscal 
shall keep the envelope containing the keys in their posses-

: ; 
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sion intact during the period of three months following' 
election. Upon the lapse of this period, unless the 
sion has ordered otherwise, the provincial election .mom·vi,,,,r 
and the provincial fiscal shall delive;' to the provincial 
surer the envelope containing 'the keys under their custody; 

Cb) The city and municipal treasurer shall l(eep the 
lot boxes under their responsibility for three months and. 
stored unopened in a secure place, unless the Commission ' 
del'S otherwise whenever said ballot boxes are needed in , 
political exercise which might be called within the said pe- ' 
riod, provided these are not involved in any election contest 
or official in'vestigation, or the Commission or other compe- : 
tent authority shall demand them sooner or shall order their 
preservaticn for a longer time in connection with any' pend
ing contest or investigation. However, upon showing by any 
candidate that the boxes will be in danger of being violated 
if kept in ''the possession of such officials, the Commission may 
order them kept' by any other official whom it may designate. 
Upon the lapse of said time and if there should be no order 
to the contrary, the Commission may authorize tl:e city and 
municipal treasurer in the presence of, its representative to . , 
open the boxes and burn their contents, except .the copy of the .' 
minutes of the voting and the election returns"deposited thel;e- . 
in which they shall take and keep. 

(c) In case of calamity or fortuitous event such as fire, 
flood, storm, or other similar calamities which may actually 
cause damage to the ballot boxes and/or their contents, the 

. Commission may authorize the opening of said ballot boxes 
to salvage the ballots and other contents by placing them 
in other ballot boxes, taking such other precautionary measures 
as may be necessary to preserve such documents. (Sec. 162, 
1978 Ee) 

SEC. 220. Documents and articles omitted or erroneous- ' 
'ly placed inside the ballot box. - If after the' delivery of 
the keys of the ballot box to the proper authorities, the board 
of election in~ectors shall discover that some documents or 
articles required to be placed in the ballot box were not placed 
therein, the board of election inspectors, instead of opening 
the ballot box in order to place therein said documents or 
articles, shall deliver the same to the Commission or its duly 

, authorized representatives. In no instance shall the ballot box 
be reopened. to place therein or take out therefrom any docu~ 
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or article except to retrieve copies o~ the election retu.rn~ 
wm be needed in any canvass and m. suc~ excepted ms 

the me~bers of the board of electIon mspect.ors and 
,of the candidates shall be notified of the time and 

wa''''n~o':f'' the opening of said ballot box: Provided, ho wev.el', 
if there are other . copies of the election returns outsl.de 

the ballot box which can be used in can,\~Bs, such copIes 
,the election returns shall be used in ~ald canvass ~nd 
, . f the ballot box to retrieve copIes of the election 
opemng 0 d 'th (S 163 . 

!'retUl~ns placed therein shall then be dispense WI . . ec. , ' 
Ee) 

,ARTICLE XIX. - CANVASS AND PROCLAMATION' 

SEC. 221. Boa"d of canvasse·rs. - Ther~ Bha~1 be a boa~d 
. of canvassers for each 'province, city, mUnIcIpalIty, and dIS
trict of Metropolitan Manila as follpws: 

(a) Provincial board of canvassers. - the provincial 
board of canvassers shall be composed o~ the provl~cIaI 
election supervisor or a senior. lawyer m the. r~glO~al 
ff" f the Commission, as chaIrman, the provillclal fls-

o lce 0 . . I . t dent cal' as vice-chairman, and the, provmcJa superlll en 
of 'schools, and one, representat,ive fr.o~ each. ?f the ~u
r party' and the dominant opposItion polItIcal pal ty 
,i~n~he constituency concerned entitled to be represented, 
as members. 

(b), City board of canvasseri!'. - ~he city. bOaJ:d .of 
:' canvassers shall be composed of the cIty elec~!On I egls

trar or a lawyer of the Commission, as chal.rman" the 
city fiscal and the city superintende~t of schools, and one 
representative from each of .the rulIng. party and the d.o
minant opposition politicat party entitled to be rep I e-
sented, as members. . 

(c) District board of canvassers of Metropolitan Ma-
'1 _ the district board of canvassers shall be composed 

~:: lawyer of the Commission, as chair~an, .and a rank
ing fiscal in the district and -the most s~nIor dIstrIct school 
supervisor in the, district to be appomted upo~. consul
tation with the Ministry of Justice a~d the MllllBtry. of 
Education, Culture and sports, r~spectlvely, and one I ep
resentative from each of the rulIng party and the dom-

* Refer to Sections 28, 29 and 30 of RA. 7166, infra. 
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inant opposition political party in the constituency con
cerned; as members. 

(dl Municipal board o{ canvassers. - the municipal, 
board, of canvassers shall be composed of the election,' 
registrar or a representative of the Commission, as chair
man, the municipal treasurer, and the district supervisor 
or in his absence any public school principal in the muni
cipality and one representative from each of the ruling 
party and the dominant opposition' political party eptitlect 
to be represented, as members. 

,(e) Board of ,canvassers for newly created political 
subdivisions - the, Commission shall constitute a board 
of canvassers and appoint the members thereof for the 
first election in a newly created province, city or munic
ipality in case the officials who shall act as members there
of have not yet assumed their duties' and functions. (Sec. 
44, BP 697)' . 

"SEC. 222. Relationship with candidates a,ul other mem
bm·s. - The chairman, and the members of the board of can-

, vassers shall not be related within, the fourth civil degree 
of consanguinity' or affinity to any' of the candidates whose 
votes wiJi be canvassed by said board, or to ,any member of 
the same board. (Sec. 164, 2nd par. 1978 fiC) , 

SEC, 223. Prohibition. against leaving official station.. -
During the period beginning election day until the proclama
tion of t1,e winning candidates, no member or substitute mem
ber of the different boards of canvassers shall be transferred, 
assigned or detailed outside of his official station, nor shall 
he leave said station without prior authority of the Commis-
sion. (Sec. 165, 1978 EC) , 

SEC. 224. Feigned' illness. - Any member pf the board 
of can-vassers' feigning illness in order to be, substituted on 

, election day until the proclamation of the winning candidates 
shall be guilty of an election offense. 

. SEC. 225. Vote required. - A ,majority vote of all the 
members of the board of' canvassers shall be necessary to ren
der a decision. (See. 166, 1978 EC) 

SEC. 226. /ncapadty and s~,bstitutio" of members o-f boards 
of canvassC1·s. - In caRe of non-availabiljty, absence, disqua
lification due to relationship, or incapacity for any cause of 
the chairman, the Commission shall, designate the provincial 
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fiscal to act as chairman. Likewise, in c'ase'of non
!I{"a\'ailai.i1ity, absence, disqualification due to relationship,. or 

for any cause, of such designee, the next rankl~g 
. provincial or city fisc~1 shall be designated by ~he. Co~mls
" sian and such designatIOn shall pass to the, next 111 !Rnk until 

, designee qualifies. With respect to the other we~bers 
, of the board of canvassers, the Commission shall ,appomt as 

". ~ubstitute the provincial,. city or mun;cipal office;s. Of. other 
"government agencies in the p:ovince, city or mUIllClpahty, as 
"'the case may be, and with respect to the represent,,:tJves ?f the 

'accredited political parties, the' Commission shall apPolllt as 
substitutes those nominated by the silid political parties. (Sec. 

."'167, 1978 EC) . .' , 
SEC. 227. Supervision and co'ntrol ove,." board 0-/ can-

'v~~ers. _ The Commission shall have direct control and sup
ervision over the board of canvassers. 

Any member of the' board of canvassers may, at any 
'time; be relieved for cause and substituted lllotup"op,-,o by 
the Commission. (Sec. 168, 1979 EC) 
.., SEC. 228 . .]I/otice oi meeting' of the boa,·d. - At least five' 
, days before the meeting of the board, the chairman of the boar~ 

shall give notice to all members thereof and to each candi
date and political' party of the dl)te, time and place of the 
meeting. (New) 

SEC. 229. Manner of delivery and t'ransmittal of election 
,"etw'ns. _ (~) For the city and municipal boa~d of canv~s

sers, the copy of the election returns of a polhng place lll
tended for the city or municipal board of ca~vassers, duly 
placed inside a, sealed' envelope sib'lled and affixed With the 
imprint of the, thumb of the right hand· of all the members of 
the boa'rd of election inspectors, shall be personally dehve~ed 
by the members of the board of election inspectors t~ the city 
or municipal board of canvassers under proper receipt to be 
signed by all the members thereof . 

(b) For the provincial and di~trict boar.d of canvassers 
. Metropolitan' Manila, the copy of the electIOn returns of a 
~~JIing place intended for the provincial or district board o.f 
canvassers in the case of Metropolitan Manila, sh~ll ?e ~el

II delivered by the members of the board of e.ectJon ms
~~~~o:;; to the election registrar for, transmittal to the pro-

" 



). 
102 O~!NIDUS ELECTION CODE 

,per board of canvassers under proper receipt to be signed by 
all the members thereof. 

The election regi~trar concerned shall place all the re-' 
turns, intended for the board o{ canvassers inside a' 'ballot' 
box provided with, three padlocks whose' keys shall be kept' 
as follo,:"s: one by the election registrar, another by the rep-' 
resentatlve of the ruling party and the third by the repre
sentative of the dominant political opposition party. 

For this purpose, the two political parties shall desig- . 
nate their representatives whose names shall be submitted to : 
the eh;ction registrar concerned on or before the tenth day' 
precedmg, the election. The three in. possession of the keys 
sh~l! personally transmit the ballot box, properly locked, con
tammg the election returns to the board of canvassers. Wat
chers of political parties: coalition, of political parties, and of 
organizations' collectively 'authorized by the Commission to' 
de.signatt) watchers shall have the right to accompany trans- .. 
mlttal, of the ballot boxes- containing the election returns. 

, It shall be unlawful for,any person to delay, obstruct, im~ 
pede or prevent, through force, violence, coercion, intimida
tion or by any means which vitiates consent ,the transmittal 
of'the election returns or to take away, absco~d with, destroy, 
deface or mutilate or substitute the election returns or 'the en
velope or the ballot box containing the election returns or to 
violate the right of the watchers. ' 

The watchers of the political parties, coalition of political 
paities and the candidates shall have the ''-right to accom
pany the members of the board of election inspectors or the 
election registrar in making, the delivery to the boards' of 
canvassers. (Sec. 42, BP 697) , 

SEC. 230. Safekeeping ot' t,'ammitted election Tetums. 
- The board· .of canvassers shall keep the ballot boxes con
taining the election returns in a safe and secure room before 
and after the canvass. The door to the room ~ust be' pad
locked by three locks with the keys thereof kept as follows: 
one with the chairman, the other with the representative of 
the ruling party, and the other with the representative of 
the dominant opposition political party. The watchers of 
candidates, political parties, coalition of political parties and 
organization collectively authorized by the Commission to ap-
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watchers, shall have the right to guard the room. Vio
of this right shall' constitute an election offense. 

'SEC. 231. Canvass by the board. - The, board or can
, ' shall meet not later than six o'clock, in the afternoon 

day, at the place designated by the Commission, to 
the election returns' and to immediately canvass those 

may have already been received. It shaWmeet continuously 
day to day until the canvass is completed" and may ad
but only for the purpose of awaiting the other election 

'et,urIlS from other polling places within its jurisdiction. Each 
the board adjourns, it shall make, a total of all the votes 

callvalSSllO so far for each candidate for each office, furnishing 
Commission in Manila by the fastest means' of communi

a certified copy thereof, and making available the data 
~oIltaimld therein to the mass media and other interested par

As soon as the other election returns are ,delivered, the 
shall immediately resume canvassing until all the ,re
have been canvassed. 

The respective board of canvassers shall prepare a cer
of canvass duly signed and affixed with the imprint 

the thumb of the, right hand of each member, supported 
by a statement of the ~tes received by each candidate in 
" polling place and;onvthe 'basis thereof, shall proclaim as 

the candidates who obtained the highest number of 
cast in the province, city, municipality or barangay. 

Failure to comply with this requirement shaH constitute an 
, offense. 

Subject to reasonable exceptions, the board of canvassers 
must complete their canvass within thirty-six hours in muni
cipalities, forty-eight hours in cities and seventy-two hours in 

"provinces. Violation hereof shall be an election offense punish
able under Section, 264 hereof. 

With I:espect to, the election for President and Vice-Pres
ident, the provincial and city boards of canvassers shall pre-

, .. , pare in quintuplicate a certificate of canvass supported by 
a statement of votes 'received by each candidate in each poll
ing place and transmit the first copy thereof to the Speal{er 

, , of the Batasang Pambansa. The second copy shall be trans-
mitted to the Commission, the third copy shall be kept by the 

, 'provincial election supervisor or city election registrar; the 
fourth and the fifth copies to each of the two accredited poli-
tical parties. (Sec. 169, 1978 EC) , 

'. 

, 
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SEC, 232, Pe1'sons not allowed inside the canvassing 1'001n,' 
_ It shall be unlawful for any officer or member of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines, including the Philip ine 
COI~stabulary, or the Integrated National' Police or any p~ace 
offIcer or an~ armed or unarmed persons belonging to an 
~xtra-Iegal polIce agency, special forces, reaction forces, strike 
orces, home defense forces, barangay self-defense units, ba

rangay t~nod, or of any member of the security or olice 
orgamzatIOns of, government ministries, commissions ~oun
clls, bureaus, offIces, instrumentalities, or government-owned 
or controlled corporations or their subs'd" f ber of 't I I larles or 0 any mem-

,a prlva e y owned or operated security investi ative 
~ro,tefcbve, Or intelligence agency performing id~ntical 07. sim: 
I al unctIOns to enter the room h th 
election returns are held by the b:r~r~f' c:n canvassingdof the, 
in a radi f f'ft vassers an with-us 0 I Y meters from such room' Provided h 
e
d
ve1', That the board of canvassers by a majority vot~ 'f°"':t-
eems necessary may m k II' , , ,I I of policem ' a e ~ ca 111 wrltmg for the detail 

~n or any peace offIcers for their protection or for 

~~,: ~~~~~c.!li~~ o:f t~e e~~:tl~~~1 o~o~~m~~ts an~ tParaphernalia in 
and ord ' h' ,r e mam enance of peace 
shall be:, m w ICh c~se said policemen or peace officers, who 
in a r:d:~s P~~Pgirumform, shall s*,y outside the r~om with
by the board of caty meters 'tnear e~ough to be easily called 

nvassers' a any bme, (New) 

d""'tr~~;;; 233, When, the election ret"1:ns are delayed, lost 01' 
th bY d -/n case Its copy of the election returns is m;ssing 

e ,oar 0 canvassers shall, by mes~enger th -, ' ' 
?btam such missing election returns from the boa~~ ~f ~' '~I,se, 
~~~p:~to~~econce:ned, or if said ret~rns 'have been lost eo~c ~Z: 
Co~miss' 0 boal d of canvas.sers" upon prior' authority of the 
ion retu:n~' o~a: c~~~i~~y of t~e authentic c~pies of said elect- ' 
by th C " ' d cop, of saId electIon returns issued 

e ommlSSlOn and forthw'th d' t 't ' 
investigate the cas~ and im ed,1 t I Irec I s representative to 
Commission, m la e y report the matter to the 

The board of canvassers t 'th ta: ' 
nO,t all the election returns h~v:~e:~ r~ce~~~~\ th~t fact tha,t 

, :I:~~si!h:f ~~:v:~~il anf proc~aim the ca,ndida:es I ~I:~:d ~~~ 
~~~;'e;y~)s will not a:~:t ~~~t:'~~u:~~t~~n:h~f e~~:ti~~~s;~;c,el;;;: 
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SEC, 234, Materialdefects in the el,ection returns, - if 
should clearly appear that some- requisites in form or data 

been omitted in the election returns, the board of can-
"vassers shaII calI for all the members of the 'board of election 
.. inspectors concerned by the most expeditious means, for 

, ,,' the same board to effect the correction: P"ovided, That in 
"case of the omission in the election returns of the name of 

, any candidate and/or, his corresponding votes, the board, of 
shaII require the board of election inspectors ,to 

,', complete the necessary data in the election returns and affix 
therein their initials: Provided, f"rthe", That if the votes 

"omitted in the returns cannot be ascertained by other means 
except by recounting the halIots, the Commission, after satis
fying itself that the identity and integrity of the ballot box 

'have not been violated, shall order the board of election ins' 
'pectors to open the ballot box, and, ,also after satisfying itself 

the integrity of the balIots, therein has been, duly pre-
, : served, order the board of election inspectors to count the votes 

for the candidate whose votes have been omitted with no
,tice thereof 'to alI candidates for the po'sition involved and 
thereafter complete the returns, ' , ' 

The right of. a candidate to avail of this provision shaII 
not be lost pr' affected by the fact that an election protest is 

, subsequently filed by any pf the c'andidates,' (Sec, 172, 1978 

, Ee) 
SEC, 235, When election Tctl11"?tS appear to be t(tm.pered 

with or falsified, _ If the electiol\, returns submitted to the 
'board of canvassers appear to be tampered with, altered or 
falsified after they have left the hands of the board of election 
inspectors, or otherwise not' authentic, 01' were prepared by 
the board of election inspectors under duress, force, intimi
dation, or pr~pared by persons other than the memoel; of the 
board of election inspectors, the board of canvassers shall 
use the other copies of said election returns and, if necessary, 
the COpy' inside the ballot box which upon previous authority 
given by the Commission' may' be retrieved in accordance with 
Section 220 hereof, If the other copies of the returns are like
,wise tampered with, altered, falsified, not authentic, prepared 
under duress, force, intimidation, or prepared by persons other 
than the members of the board of election inspectors, the board 
of canvassers or any candidate affected shall bring the mat
ter to the attention of the Commission, The Commission shall 

:; 
:~. 
,~' 
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then, after giving notice to all candidates concerned and after' 
satisfying itself that nothing in .the ballot box indicate that 
its identity have been violated, order the opening of the bal-.' 
lot box and, likewise after satisfying itself that the integrity of' 
the ballots' therein has been duly preserved shall order the, 
board of election inspectors to recount the votes of the can-, , 
didates affected and prepare a new return which shall be used,' 
by the board of canvassers as basis of the canvass. (Sec. 179, 
1978 EC) Refer to Section 17 of R.A. 6646, ,infra. 

SEC. 236. Discrepancies in' election ,·et,,,",s. - In case it 
appears to the board of canvassers that' there exists discre-, 
pancies in the other authentic copies of the eleCtio~ 'returns 
from a polling place or discrepancies in the votes of any" 
candidate in words and, figures in the same return, and in 
either case the difference affects the results of the election,' 
the Commission, upon motion of ',the board of canvassers or 
any candidate· affected and' 'after due notice to all candidates 
concerned, shall proceed summarily to determi~e whether the 
integrity of the, ballot box had been preserved, and once sa
tisfied thereof shall order the opening of the ballot box to re
count the votes cast in the polling place solely for the pur
pose of determining the true result of the count of votes of 
the candidates concerned. (Sec. 174, 1978 EC) Refer to Sec
tion 17 of R.A. 6646, infra. 

SEC, 237. When integrity 'of ballots is violated. - If 
upon the opening of the ballot box as ordered by the Commis
sion under Section 234, 235 and 236,' hereof, it should, appear. 
that there are evidence or signs of replacement, tampering or 
violation of the integrity of the ballots, the Commission shall 
not recount the ballots '. but shall forthwith seal the ballot box 
and order' its safekeeping. (New) 

SEC. 238. CanvCLS'S of "emo;ining '0" unquestioned ret",."s 
to continue. - In cases under Section 233, 234,,235 and 236 
hereof, the board of canvassers shall continue the canvass of 
the remaining or unquestioned election returns, If, after 
the canvass of all the said returns, it should be determined 
that the returns which have been set aside will affect the re
sult of the election, no proclamation shall be made except 
upon orders of the Commission after due notice and hear
ing, Any proclamation made in violation hereof shall be null 
and void: (New) 
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, SEC 239 Watchers, ~'Each candidate, political p~rty or 
" • . f ;olitical parties shall be entitled to appowt one 

cu.,"'"'uu i~ the board of canvassers, The watcher shall have 
right to be present at, and take note of, a~l the proceedl~t~S 

board of. canvassers, to read the electIOn retu;ns WI -
t~e h 'nil' them to file a protest' against any ll'regular
inO~~el election 'returns submitted, and to .obtain from i~~ 

, 'of cimvassers a resolutio~ thereon, (Sec. 176i:~.:8 , 
45, BP 697) Refer to SectIOn 26 of R.A. 7166, f . 

, . t' Whenever it shall SEC 240 Eleclion"resultmg tn !c. - . h 
. the canvass that two or more candldat.e.s ave 

rec:eh,ed
fr
:: equal and highest number of votes, or 111 cases 

.wl1~r'" two or more candidates are to be elected for the sall10l 
nd two or more candidates received the same num

:,po,snlUf"vlo~es for the last place in the number to'.be ."lect~d, ;he 

o of canvas~ers, after' r~cording t~~ti~~ct t~n ~~ls ~~nuti:sd 

"6~~~id~~es:e~~II~tl~n~p~~~~ p~~~c d~:~~ng ~t w~~chIO;~e o~o~~~ 
'of ~~r:~se:~osh:~~eP~~~~e:n~o s~a~l :r::t~~ as electe? ~e 
:can ~ a e ho ma be favored by luck, and the candIda es 
candIdate.;; w al have the right to assume office in the' 
so proclaImed sh' f he had been elected by plurality of vote. 
same manner as 1 hall forthwith make a certificate 

" ~~~in~a~~ ~~m,,:n~;s:~~s c:ndidate wh? had been favored by 
, d h' oclamation on the basIS thereof. ,luck an IS pr , '. , 

Nothing in this section shall be construed as (ct;Prl~I~; 
a candidate of his right to contest the electlOn. eo, , 

1978 EC) 

ARTICLE xx. _ PRE_PROCLAMATION 
CONTROVERSIES * , 

SEC 241 Definit'ion. - A pre_proclamation controversy 
refers \0' any :question pertaining to, or affeC~ing ~he d p~~c:~~ 
, f th b rd of canvassers whIch may e raIse 
~~~~i~ate ~r ~~ any register bed P;litiC~. pa~~ ~~t~O~i~!iO~o;~ 
political parties before the oar or lrec , 

. N 7166 (Pre_proclamation Cases not 
.,. Refer to SectlOn 15, R..A. o. . President 'Senator and Members 

Allowed in Elections_ for Pre,sldent, VIC.C- R A No. 7166 (Prc-prada-) 
of the House of Repr~scntatlv~s),. ~ec~?tny l:~d . Municipal Offices} and 
mation Cases Involvmg PrOVIne.lll. 1 
Sections 17 and 18, R.A. 7166. mfra. 

, : 
to. ., 

" 
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n;,iss!on, or ~ny .matter raised under Section 233, 234, 235 and 
2,,6 In relatIOn t? ~he preparation, transmission, receipt, cus
tody and apprecIatIOn of the election returns 

\ . . 

SEC .. 242. Commiss.ian's. exclusive .ju,.isdictian of all pre_ 
p"o~lamMw.n co~traversies. - The Commission shall have ex
clusIve JUl'WdICtIOn of an pre-proclamation controversies It 
rna:;, motu. p1'aP'!"ia or upon written petition, and· after 'due 
notIce and he~nng, order the partial or total suspension of 
the proclamatIOn of any candidate-elect or annul· partially or 

,totally any proclamation, . if one has been made, as the evidence 
shall warrant In accordance with the succeeding sections 

• SEC. 243. issues that moy be 1'aised in P1'c-))1'aclamation 
canh'ave,'sy: - . The following shall be. proper issues that 
may be raIsed In a pre-proclamation controversy: 

(a) Illegal composition or proceedings of the boarel of 
canvassers; . . 

(.b) The .canvassed eledion returns are incomplete 
con~a!n matel"lal ~efe<;ts, appear to be tampered. with o~ 
~alslfled, or con tam dIscrepancies in the same returns or . 
I;' other authentic copies thereof as mentioned in Sec-
tIons 233, 234, 235 and 236 of th·is Code'· , 

, , 
(c) The election returns were prepared unde·r' duress 

threats, coercion, or intimidation,. or they are obviousl; 
manufactured Or not authentic ; and 

(d) Whe~ substitute or fraudule~t returns in con
tro~erted po~lmg places were canvassed, the results of 
whICh materIally affected the standing of the aygrieved 
candidate or candidates. 0 

.SEC, 244~ Contesteel ca?,,:pasitian 01' p,'oceeciings of the 
boa, d. - When the composItIOn or proceedings of the board 
Of. c~nvassers are' contested, the board of canvassers shall, 
WIthIn twenty-four hours, make a ruling thereon with notice 
to the contestal)t wh?, .if ad,:er~ely affected, may appeal the 
m~tter to the CommIssIOn WIthIn five days after the ruling 
WIt? proper no.tlce to the board of canvassers. After due 
~lOtIce and heanng, the Commission shall decide the case with
In ten days from the filing thereof .. During the pendency of the 
case, the ~o~rd of canvassers shall suspend the canvass until 
the Co~mlsslO~ orders the continuation or. resumption thereof 
and cItIng ,theIr reasons or grounds therefor. . .' 
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SEC. 245. Contested election retu1'1ls. - Any ~andidate, 
political party or coalition of politi~al parties, contesting the 
inclusion or exclusion in the canvass of any election returns 
on any of the grounds authorized under this article or in 

. Sections 234, 235, and 236 of Article XIX shall submit their 
verbal objections to the chairman of the board of canva,ssers 
at the time the questioned return is presented for inclusion 
or exclusion, which objections shall be noted in the minutes 

, of the canvassing. 

The board of canvassers upon, receipt of any such ob
.', jections shall automatically defer the canva,," of the contested 

returns and shan proceed to canvass the rest of the returns 
'which are· not contested by any party. 

Within twenty-four hotH's from and after the presenta
tion of a verbal objection, the same 'shaH be submitted in 
written form to the' board of canvassers. Thereafter, the 
board of cal1vassers shall take up each contested reh,rn, con-

.. sider the written objections thereto and summarily rule there
on. Said ruling shall be made oral initially· and then reduced 
to writing by the board within twenty-four hours from the 
time the oral. ruling is made. 

. . Any party adversely affected by an oral, ruling on its/ 
his objection shall immediately state orally whether it/he 
intends to appeal said ruling. The said intent to appeal shall 
be stated in the minutes of the canvassing. If a party mani
fests its intent to appeal, the hoard of cnnvassers shall set 
aside the return and proceed to rule on the other' contested 
returns. When all the contested returns have been ruled upon 
by it, the board of canvassers shall' suspend the canvass and 
shall make an appropriate report to the Commission, copy 

',furnished the parties. 

The board of canvassers shall not proclaim any candidate 
as winner unle'ss authorized by the Commission after the lat
ter has ruled on ,the objections brought to it on appeal by the 
losing party and any proclamation made in violation hereof 
shall be void ab initio, unless the contested returns will not 
adversely affect the results of the election .. 

SEC. 246. Smnmm'Y '[YI'oceedings beloTe· the Commission. 
- All pre-proclamation controversies shalI be heard sum
maI:i1y by the Commission after due notice and hearing, and 
its decisions shall be executory after the lapse of five days 

:'. 
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, from receipt by the losing party of the decision of the Com- ' 
mission, unless restrained by the Supreme C t (S 55' 
BP 697) 

our. ec. , 

,SEC. 247. Partial In·o~lamation. - Notwithstanding the 
pendency of any pre-proclamation controversy, the Commis
sion may, motu p"opnio 01' upon the filing' of a verified peti
tion and after due notice and hearing, ()rder the proclamation 
of other winning candidates whose election will not be affected 
by the outcome of the controversy. (Sec. 56, BP 697) 

SEC. 248. Effect of filing petition to ,annul 0" to sus
pend the proclamation. - The filing with the Commission of 
a petition to annul or to suspend the proclamation of any 
candidate shall suspend the running of the period within which 
to file an election protest or quo wan'anto proceedings. 

ARTICLE XXI. - ELECTION CONTESTS. 

SEC. 249. JUTisdic~ion of the Com.mission. _ The Com
mission shall be the sole judge of all contests relatin .... to the 
elections" returns, and qualifications of all Members

o 
of the 

Batasang Pambansa; elective regional, provincia.! and city' 
officials. (Art. XII-C, Sec. 2(b), Canst.· kl't. XIV Sec. 58 

,'BP 697) " , 

. SEC. 2.50 .. Election .contest.s for Batfl3ang. Pambansa, Teg
tOn~I, p"ov;Lnctal and c,tN ofi,ces. - A sworn, petition con
testmg the election of any Member of the Batasang Pam ban
sa or any regional, provincial or city official shall be filed 
wit~ the Commission 'by any candidate who has duly filed 
certIfIcate of candidacy and has been voted for the same 

* The Senate an? House Elcctor~l _ Tribunals shall be sole judges 
of all contests relating to the electIOn returns and qualifications of 
their respective Members. (See Sec. 17', Arlicle VI of the 1987 Cons
titution). The Supreme Court, sit~ing en bane shall be the sole judge of 
all contests relatmg to the election, returns and qualifications of the 
President or. Vice-President and may promulgate its rules for the pur
pose. (Sec. 4, last par., :Article VII of the 1987 Constitution) The Com
miSSIon on Elections shall exercise exclusive original jurisdiction over 
all contests relating to the eJections, returns, and qualifications 
?f.. al~ . elective regional, p~'ovjnc~al, and city officials, and appellate 
]UnSdlctlOn over all contests Involvmg elective municipal officials decided 
by trial courts of general jurisdiction, or involving elective bnrangay 
officials decided by' trial courts of limited jurisdiction. Decisions 
final orders, or rulings of the Commission on election contests involving 
elective municipal and burangay offices shall be final, executory and not 
appealable. (See Sec. 2(2). Articll~ IX-C, 1987 Com~tihlti(}n) . 
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, , offi~e" within ten days after the proclamation' of the results 
'of the election. (Art. XIV, Sec. 59, BP 697) 

SEC. 251. Election cimtests f01' municipal affices. - A 
· sworn petition contesting the election of a, municipal officer 
shall be filed with the proper regional trial, court by any can

'didate who has duly filed a certificate,of candidacy and has 
'been voted for the same office, within ten days after procla
mation of the results of the election: (A,·t. XVI/I, 'Sec. 190, 
1978,EC) 

SEC. 252. Election contest /01' b(J,1'a,ngay offices. - A 
", : sworn petition contesting the election of a 'bal'angay officer 

shall be filed with the proper municipal or metropolitan trial 
court by any candidate who has duly filed. a certificate of 

'candidacy and has been voted for the same office, within ten 
days after the proclamation of the results of the election. The 
trial court shall decide the election protest with;n fifteen days 
after the filing thereGf. The decision of the municipal or met
ropolitan trial court may be, appealed within ten days from 
receipt of a cppy thereof by the agglieved party to the reg
ional trial court which shall decide the case within thirty days 
from its submission, and whd'se decisions shall' be final. (A ,to 
XVIII, Sec. 191, 1978 EC; Sec. 20, BP,Z2Z) 

; 
SEC. 253. PetitiOn for quo warranto. - Any' voter con-

· testing the election at any Member of the Batasang Pambansa, 
.regional, provincial, or' city officer on the ground of ineligi
bility or of disloyalty to. the Republic of the Philippines shall 

."fiIe a sworn petition for quo warranto with the Commission 
" within ten days after' the proclamation of the results of the 

election. (ATt. XIV, Sec. 60, BP'697; Art. XVIII, Sec. 189, 
par. 2, 1978 EC) 

Any voter contesting the election of any. municipal or 
, barangay officer on the ground of ineligibility Or of disloyalty 
· to the Republic' of the Philippines shall file a sworn petition 

for quo wa,.,.anto 'with the regional trial court or metropoli
,tan or municipal, trial court, respectively, within ten days 
after the proclamation of the r,esults' of the election. (A,'t, 
XVIII, Sec. ,189, pa,·. 2, 1978 EC) 

SEC. 254. Procedure ,n electi011 contests. - The Com
mission shall prescribe the rules to govern the procedure and 
other matters relating to election contests pertaining to all 
national, relJional, provincial, and city offices not later thun 

" 

': 
i .. .., 
~ '" .. 
L 
;1 
" , ' 
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thi~ty . days be~ore SuC? elections. Such rules shall provide' 
a s.lmple and I~expenslve pra:cedure for the expeditious' dis
posItIon of electIOn .contests and shaII be published 'in at least 
t;vo. newspapers of general circulation. (A,·t. XVIII Sec 19~' 
EC; A,·t. XIV, Sec. 62, flP 697) , ..~, 

. . However, with respect to election contests involving mu
mClpal and barangay offices the following rules of procedure 
shaII govern: 

. (a) Notice o~ .the protest contesting the electiori of a can
dIdate fo; a mumclpal or bal'angay office shaH. be served upon 
the can.dlda~e by means of a summons at the postal address 
stated I~ hIS certificate of candidacy except ,v.:hen the pro
testee, WIthout waiting for the summons, has made the court' 
llnders~and that he has been notified of the ·protest or bas 
fIled hIS answel' hereto' , 

. .(b) . The protestee shall answer the protest. within five 
days· after receipt of the summons, or, in case there has been 
no summons from the date of his appearance and in all cases' 
before the commencement of the hearing of the protest or con
test The answer shall deal obly with the election in' the 
pollmg places which are, covered by the' allegations of the . 
contest; . 

. (c) Should the protestee desire to Impugn the votes rec
Clved by the protestant in other polling places he shaH file 
a ,counte:-protest within the same period fixed for the ans
wer servmg a copy thereof upon the .protestant. by registered 
mall or by personal delivery Or through the sheriff; 

. . (d) The protestant shaH answer the counter-protest with-
In fIVe days after notice' . , 

(e) Within the period of five days counted from the' filing 
?f the pr~test any other candidate for the same office may 
mterven~ m. the .case as other contestants and ask for affirm
atIve rehef m hIS favor by a petition in intervention which 
shaII be .conside~ed. as another contest, except that it ~haII be 
substantIated wlthm the same proceedings. The protesta~t 
or protestee shall ~nswer' the protest in interv~ntion within 
fIve days after nobce; . 

. (f) If no answer shall be filed to the .contest counter-
protest, or to the protest in intervention, within. th~ time. Ii-
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respectively fixed, a general denial shaII be deemed' to 
been entered; 

<g) In election contest proceedings, the permanent reg
list of voters shaII be 'conclusive in regard to the quest

as to who had the right to vote in said election . 
SEC. 255. Judicial counting of votes in election contest. 

Where allegations in a protest or counter-protest so war
or whenever in the opinion of the court the interests 

justice so require, it shall immediately 6rd~r the book of 
':vnt.,r. ballot boxes and their keys, ballots and other documents 

in the election bE\ brought before it and that the ballots 
examined and the votes recounted. (Sec. '221,1971 EC) 

SEC. 256. Appeals. ~ Appeals from any decision rendered 
the regional trial court under Section 251 and paragraph' 

Section 253 hereof with respect to quo warranto peti-. 
",Hnna filed in election contests affecting municipal officers, the 

party may'. appeal to the Intermediate Appellate 
within five days after receipt of a copy of the decision. * 

motion for reconsideration shalI be entertained by the 
court. The appeal shall be decided within sixty days after. 

case has been submitted for decision.· (Art. XVIII, Sec; 
1978 EC) . 

. SEC. 257. Decision in the C01nmission. - The Commis:' 
. 'sioO: shall decide alI election cases brought before it within 

, ninety days from the date of their submission for decision . 
. ; .. The decision of the 'Commission shalI become final; thirty days 
.. after receipt of judgment. (A1·t: XII, C, Sec. 9, Canst.; Art. 
. ··.XVIII, Sec. 199, 1978 EC) . 

SEC. 258. Preierential dispos,ition of contests in cow·ts. 
,:. ~ The courts, in their respective cases, shalI give preference 
'. to election. contests over alI other cas.es, except those of habeas 
. C01-pu8,' and shall without delay, hear a\ld, within thirty days 
from the date of their submission for decision, but .in every 

. case within six months after filing, decide the same. (Art. 
XVIII, Sec. 197.1978 EC) 

SEC. 259. Actual or' compensatory damnges. - Actual or 
compensatory damages may be granted' ion alI election contests 

, or in quo war1'anto proceedings in accordance with law. 
SEC. 260. Notice of decisions.' - The clerk of court and 

the' corresponding official in the Commission before whom an 

• This sentence is defective. 
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election contest or a quo wa,"ranto proceeding has been ins-
. tituted or where the appeal of said case has been taken shall'· 

n.otify .imm:diately the President of the Philippines . of the 
fl.nal dIsposItIOn thereof. In election contests involving pro
v.mcial,. cit~,. municipal, or barangay offices, notice of . such 
fmal dlS?OsltlOn shaH also be sent to the secretary of the local .. 
sangpuman concerned. If the decision. be that none of the 
par~I~S has b~en le~ally elected, said official shall certify such' 
deCISIon to the PreSIdent of the Philippines and in appropriate 
cases, to the Commission. (A,t. XVII/, Sec.' 198, 1078 EC) 

ARTICLE XXII. - ELECTION OFFENSES 

. SEC. 261. Prohibited Acts. ~ The following shall be guilty 
of an election offense: '. 

. (a) Vote-buying and vote-selling. ~ (1) Any person who 
gIves, o~fers or pr~mises money or anything of value, gives' 
or proml~es any offIce or employment, franchise or grant, pub: 
hc or pnvate, or makes 01' offers ·to make an expenditure di
rectly or indirectly, or cause an expenditure to be mad~ to 
any person, association, entity, or' community in order to in
duce .anyone or. the public in general to vote for or against any 
can?,date or wlt?hold ,his vote in the election, or to vote for or 
a~amst. any asplra~t for the nomination or'. choice of a can
d.'date m a conventIOn or similar selection process of a por
hcal party.' . I 

,(2) Any p~r.son, association, corporation, group 01' com
mum.ty who SOhClt~ or receives, directly or indirectly, any ex
pe?dlture or promIse of any office 01' ·employment, public or 
pnvate, for any of the' foregoing considerations. (Par . (a' 
Sec. 178, 1978 EC) . ' . J, 

(b) C01!s.pimcy to bribe vote"s. ~ Two or more persons, 
.:vhether candIdates or not, who come to an agreement concern- . 
mg .the commis~ion of any violation of paragraph (a) of this 
sectIOn and decIde to commit it. (pa,.~ (b), Ic!:') 

(c) Wagering uP9n 'l'esult of election. -, Any person who 
bets or wagers upon the outcome of, or any contingency con
n:cted with an ele~tion. Any money or t~ing of valtie or depo
Sl.t of money or thmg of value situa~ed anywhere in the PhiIip
pmes put as such bet or wager shall be forfeited to the gov-
ernment. (pa,·. (c), Id.) . 
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. (d) Coenton of s·/tb01'dinates. ~ (ll Any public officer, 
any officer of any public or private corporation or. a~so-

'~::;i~~~~~~l~or~~a~~ny head, superior, or administrator of any rehglous tt; or any employer or land-owner who coerces or 
. intimidates or compels or in any manner' influences, directly 
, : or indirectly, any' of . his subordinat~s or members or parish

ioners or employees or house helpers, tenants, overseers, farm 
helpers, tillers, or lease holders to aid, campaign or vote for 
or against any candidate or any aspirant for the nomination 
or selection of candidates. 

(2) Any public officer 0.1' any officer of any commercial, 
,. industrial, agricultural, economic or social enterprise or pu b

. ' lie or private corporation or association, or any head, super
.. ior or adm.inistrator of any religious organization, or any 

employer or landowner who dismisses or threatens to dismiss, 
. punishes or threatens to punish by reducing .his salary, wage 

.. :01' compensation', or by demotion, transfer, suspension, sepa
ration, excommunication, ejectment, or causing him annoyance 

. 'in the performance of his job or in his membership, any sub
ordinate member or affiliate, parishioner, employee or house 

. ' helper, tenant, overseer, farm helper, tiller, or lease holder, for 
,.disobeying or not complying with any of the acts ordered by th~ 
. 'former to aid, campaigll or vote for or against any candidate, 

'01' any aspirant for the nomination or selection of candidates. 
. (Pa,'. (d), Id.) 

... (e) Th1'eats, i.ntimidation, terrorism., use of /raudulenl de- . 
.. vice or othe>' /orqns of coercion. - Any person who, directly or 
,indirectly, threatens, intimidates or actually causes, inflicts 

or produces any violence, injury, punishment, damage, loss or 
disadvantage upon any person or persons or that of the imme
diate members of his family, his honor or property, or uses 
any fraudulent .device or scheme to compel or induce the reg
istration 'dr. refraining from registration of any voter, or 
the' participation in a campaign or refraining or desistance 
from any campaign, or the casting of any vote or omission to 
vote, or any promise of such registration, campaign, vote, or 
omission therefrom. (Pa,·. (e), Id.) 

• 
(f) Coe'rcion of election oflicials and emjJloyees. - Any 

. person who, directly' or indirectly, threatens, intim~dates, ter
rorizes or coerces any election official or employee III the per
formance of his election functions or duties. (New) 

, 

, , 
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(g) 4vpoint11!ent 0/ new ellw!oyees, creation of new 
tion, promotion, or ,giving salary incI·eases. - During the 
riod 'of forty-five days before a regular election and LL ".~,:.' 

days before a special election, (1) any head, official or ap;point··' 
ing officer of a government office, agency or ,instrumentality,' 
whether national or local, including government-owned or con- " 
trolled corporations, who 'appoints or h'ires any new employee, 
whether' provisional, temporary or casual, or creates and fills 
any new position, except upon' prior authority of the Com-' 
mission. The Commission shall not grant the authority sought' 
unless, it is satisfied that the position to be filled is essential 
to the proper functioning of the office or agency concerned 
and that the position shall not be filled in a manner that rna; 
influence the election. 

As an exception to the foregoing prOVISIOns, a new em, 
ployee may be appointed in case of urgent need: Provided, 
however, That notice of the appointment shall be given to the 
Commission within three days from the date of the appoint
ment. Any appointment or hiring in violation of this provi-
sion shall be null and void. , ' 

" (2) Any government official who promotes, or gives any 
Increase of salary or remuneration or privilege to any govern
ment official or employee, including those in government
owned or controlled corporations. fPar. (fJ, Sec. 178, 1.978 EC) 

(h) TI'ansfel' of officers and employees in the civil service. 
Any, public official who makes or causes any transfer or 

detail whatever of any officer or employee in the civil service 
including public schqol teachers, within' the election period ex~ 
cept upon prior approval of the Commission. (Par. (g), I d.) 

, ,(i) Intervention, of '[Y!tblJj,c' Officers and employees. - Any 
officer or employee in the' civil service, except those holding 
political offices; any officer, employee, or member of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines; or any police fo~ce, special 
forces, home defense forces, barangay self-defense units and 
all other paramilitary units that now exist or which may here
after be organized who, directly or indirectly, intervenes in' 
any election campaign or engages in any partlsan political act
ivity, except to vote or to preserve public order, 'if he is a 
peace officer. (Par. (iH), Id.) 

(j) Undue ,influence. - It is unlawful for any person to 
promise any' office, or em?loyment, public or private, or to 
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or offer to make· an expenditure, directly or indirectly, 
to cause an expenditure to be made to any person, asso

corporation or entity, which may induce anyone or 
public in general either to ,vote or withhold his vote, ?r to 

or against any candidate in any election or any asplrant 
the' nomination .or selection of an o~ficial candidate in 

, convention of a political party. It, is likewise unlawful for 
, 'person, association, corporation or community, to soli~it 

. or receive, directly or indirectly, any expenditure or prOmls,e 
or 'any office, or employment,' public or private, for any of the 

considerations. (Sec,. 59, 1971 EC) 

'(k) Unlawful electioneering. - It is unlawful t? sOIi.cit 
'votes or undertake any propaganda on the day of reglstratlOn 

! before the board of election inspectors and on the day of elect
ion, for or against any candidate or any pol.itical party with
'in the polling place and within a radius of thlrty meters there· 
of. (Sec. 56, 1971 EC) 

(!) PI'ohibition against dismissed of employees; laborers, 
;,. tena,nts. _ No employee .or laborer shall ,be dismissed, nor 

"a tenant be ej ected from his landholdings for refusing or 
failing, to vote for any candidate of his e,?pl?yer or I~nd-

, Any employee, laborer or tenant so dlsmlssed or eJect- .. 
ed shall be reinstated and the salary or wage' of the employee 
or laborer, or the share of the harvest of the tenant, shall be 
restored to the aggrieved party upon application to the proper 
court. (Sec. 71" 1971 EC) 

(m) A'ppOintm,ent or use of special policemen, spe~l 
agents, confidential agents or the like. - During the com.pa~gn 
period. on the day before and on election da~,. any appoIn~Ing 

, authority who appoints or any person w~lO ut.'hzes the serVlces 
of special policemen, special agents, confldenhal .agents or ~er
sons performing similar functions;, persons p.revlo.usly appomt
ed as special policemen, special agents, c9nflde~hal' age;,ts or 
persons p~rforming similar functions w~o ~ontInue ac~mg as 
such, and,those who fail to turn over thelr flrearms, umfor!"s, 
insignias and other badges of authority to the proper offlcer 
who issued the same. 

At the start of the aforeme~tioned period, the barangay 
, chairman, municipal mayor, city mayor, provincial gov~rn.or, 

or any appointing authority sha~l submit to. the CommlsslO~ 
a complete list of all special pohcemen, spec131 agents, confl-
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dential agents or persons performing similar functions in the, : 
employ of their respective political subdivisions, with such 
particulars as the Commission may require, , (Pal;, (II.), Sec, 
178, 1978 EC) 

(n) Illegal ?'elease of lnisoners bef01'eand after election, 
- The Director of the Bureau Prisons, any provincial warden, 
the keeper of the jail or the perSOn or persons required by 
law to keep prisoners in their custody who illegally orders 
or allows any prisoner detained in the national penitentiary, 
or the provincial, ,city or municipal jail to leave the premises 
thereof sixty days before and thirty days after the election, ' 
The municipal or city warden, the provincial warden, the keep
er of the jail or the person 01' persons required by law to keep 
prisoners in' their custody shall post in three conspicuous, pub~ 
he places a list of the, prisoners or detention pi-isoners un del; 
their care: Detention prisoners must be' categorized as such, 
(Pa?', (i), Id,) 

(0) Use 01 pubUe funds, money deposited in t1'tlst, equip-, 
'fILent, facilities owned 01' cont?'olled by the' government fo?' an 
election campaign, - Any person who use.s under any guise 
whatsoever, directly or indirectly, (1) public funds or ,money 
deposited with, 01' held in trust by, public financing institu
tions or by government offices, banks, or agencies; (2) any 
printing press, radio, or television, station or audio-visual 
equipment operated by the Government or by its divisions, sub
divisions, agencies or instrumentalities, including government
owned or controlled corporations, or by the Armed Forces of 
the Philipp,nies; or (3) any equipment, vehicle, facility, appa
ratus, or paraphernalia owned by the government or by its' 
'political subdivisions, agencies including govel'llment-owned or 
c~ntrolled corporations, or by the Armed Forces' of the PhiIip
pmes for any electi.on campaign or for any partisan political 
activity, (Pa?', (i) Id,) , , 

(p) Deadly weapons, ~ Any person who carries any dead
ly weapon in the polling place and' within a radius of one 
hundred meters thereot during the days and hours fixed by 
law f.or the registration of voters in the polling place, voting, 
counting of votes, or preparation ,of the election returns, How
ever, in cases .of affray, turmoil, or disorder, any, peace offi
cer 01' public officer authorized by the Commission t.o super
vise the election is entitled to cany firearms 01' any other wea-
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pon for the purpose of 'preserving' order and enforcing the 
,law" (Pa?', (k), ld,) 

(ql. Cam-ying Iirewr.rns outside residence 01' place of bllsi
'ne~s, _ Any person who, although possessing a permit to car
'ry firearms, canies any firearms o~tside his residence or 
place of business during the election period, unless author
ized 'in writing by the Commission: PTovided, That a motor 

" vehicle, ,water or air craft shall not be considered a residence 
'or place of business or extension hereof, (Par, (I), Id,) 

This prohibition shall not apply to cashiers' and disbur
sing officers while in the' performance of their duties or to 
persons who by nature of their official dutie.s, profession, busi
ness or occupation \iabitually carry large sums of m.oney or 
valuables, 

(r) Use of a?'m01'ed land, water or ai?' craft, - Any per
son who uses during,the campaign period, 'on the day before 
and on election day any armored land, water or air craft, 
provided witli 'any t~mporary 01' permane~t equipment .0,1' any 
other device or contraption for th~ mountmg or mstallatlOn of 
cannons machine guns and other similar high caliber fire
arms i~cluding military type tanks, half trucks, scout trucks, 
armo'red trucks, of imy make or model'" whether new, recondi
tioned, rebuilt or remodelled: Provided, That 'banking 01' finan-' 
cial instituti.ons and all business firms may use not more than 

, two armored vehicles strictly for, and limited 'to, the purpose 
of transporting cash, gold bullion or ,other valuables in con
nection with their business from and to their place of busi
ness, upon previous authority of the Commission, (Par, (m), 
lei,) 

(s) Wearing of ullifo1'1ns and bea?'ing anns, - During the 
campaign period, on the day before and, on election day, 
any member of security or police'organization of government 
agencies, commissions, councils, bureaus, offices,. or govern
ment-owned or controlled corpor:,ations, or privately-owned or 
operated security, investigative, protective or intelligence agen
cies who wears his uniform or uses his insignia, decorations 
or l:egalia, or bears arms outs (de the immediate vicinity of his 
place of work: P1'Ovided, That this prohibition shall not apply 
when said member is in pursuit of a person who has comnlltted 
or is committing a crime in tile premises he is guarding; or 
when escorting .or providing security for the transport of pay-
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rolls, deposi.ts,. or other valuables ;or when guarding the resi-', 
de~c~ of Prlvate. persons or when guarding private residences, '. 
bu~ldlllgs. or offIces: Provided, further, That in the last case 
prIOr WrItten approval of the Commission shall be obtained ' 
The C~mmission shall decide all applicatioris for authority un~ 
d.e; thIs paragraph within fifteen days from the date of the, 
fllmg of such application. (Par. (n), Id.) , 

, During the same period, and ending thirty days there
after any member of the Armed Forces of the, Philippines 
special forces, home defense forces, barangay self-defense unit~ 
and all other para-military units that ,now exist or which 
may herea.fter be organized who wears his unifonn or bears 
~rms . outsIde the camp, jl"arrison' or barracks to which he 
IS assIgned or detailed or outside their homes in case of mem
be~s. of. para-military, units, unless (1) the 'President of the 
PhlhpPllle~ s?all ha~~ given previous authority therefor, and 
th.e ?ommlsslOn notIfIed thei'eof in writing, or (2) the Com
mISSIOn authoriZES him to do ,so, which authority it shall give 
only when nece~ary to assist it in maintaining free, orderly 
and honest, electIons, and only after notice and hearing. All 
personnel of .th~ Armed Forces authorized by the fresident 
or the CommISSIOn to, bear' anns 'or wear their, uniforms out
sid? their camps and all police and peace officers shall bear 

·thelr true, name, rank and serial nuinber, if any stitched in 
block letters on a white background on the left br~ast of their 
uniform, in lette;s and numbers of a cleru'ly legible design 
a~ .least two centimeters tall, which shall at all times remain 
VISIble and uncovered. (Sec. 64, par. (a), BP 697) 

. D!,ring the election' period, whenever the Commissiol; 
fmds It necessary .for ~he promotion of free, orderly, honest 
and peaceful electIOns III a specific area, it shall confiscatl! 
or order the confiscation of firearms of any member or meni
bers of the Armed Force.s 'of the Philippines, police forces, 
home d.e:ense for.ces, barangay, self-defense units, and all other 
para-mlh~ary umts that now exist, or which may hereafter 
be .orgamze~, a; any member or members of the security ';r 
P?hce orgamzatlOn, go~ernment, ministries, commissions, coun
cIls, bureaus, offIces, Instrumentalities or government-owned 
or controlled corporations, and other ~ubsidiaries" or of any" 
~emb~r o.r members .of privately owned or operated security, 
~nves~lgahve, protectIve or intelligence agencies performing 
IdentIcal or similar functions. (Id.) 

• 
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, (t) Policmn.en and provincial guards acting as bodygua"ds 
or security g1w,rds. - During the campaign period, on the 
day before and on election day, any 'member of the city or 

: municipal police force, any provincial or subprovincial guard, 
any member of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, special 

, home defense forces, barangay self-defense units and 
, all' other para-military units that now exist or which may 
hereafter be organized who acts as bodyguard or security guard 

, of any public official', candidate or any other person, and any 
of the latter who utilizes the services of the former as body
gua,rd or security guard: Provided" That, after due notice and 
hearing, when the life and s8{!\lrity of a candidate is in j eo
'pardy, the Commission is empowered to assign at the candi

, date's choice, any member of the Philippine Constabulai'Y or 
'the police force of any municipality within the province to act 
as his bodyguard or' security guard in a number to be deter
mined by.the Commission but not .to exceed three per candi
date: Pmvided, however, That when the circumstances require 
immediate action, the Commission may issue a temporary or
der 'allowing the assignment of any membel' of the Philippine 

, Constabulary or the local police force to act as bodyguard or 
security gnard of the candidate, subject' to confirmation or 
revocation. (par. (6), Sec, 178, 1978 EO)'" 

(u) O"ganization or maintenance of "eaction forces, strike 
forces, 0" othe,' similar" forces, - Any person who organizes 
or maintains a reaction force, strike force or similar force 
during the election period. 

The heaels of all reaction forces, strike forces, or similar 
forces shall, not later, than forty-five days before the elect
ion, submit to the, Commission.a complete list of all melnbers 
thereof with such particulars as the Commission may require. 
'(Sec. 65, 1971 EC; Sec, 64 (bj BP 697) 

(v) Prohibition agaiMi; ,'elease, disbu,'se,ne1>.t or expen
diture of public funds. - Any public official or 'employee. in
eluding barangay officials and those' of government-owned or 
controlled corporations and their subsidiaries, who, during for
ty-five days before a rel,rular election and thirty days before 
a speciai election, releases, disburses or expends any public 
funds for: 

(1) Any and all kinds of public works, except the follow-
ing: 

".'. 

!~ 
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.' (a) Main~enance of existing and/or completed pUblic works' 
proJect: Provtded, That not more· than the average number of 
I~borers or eJ?plo~ees a.lready employed therein during the 
six-month penod Immediately prior to the beginning of the 
forty-five. day period before election day shall be permitted to . 
work durmg such time: Provided, furthe1', That no additional 
la?orers . shall be employed for maintenance work within the 
said penod of forty-five days; . . 

(b) Work und;rtaken by contract through public bidding 
h.eld, or by. negobated contract awarded, before the forty
five day perIOd before election: Provided, That work for the 
pUl:~ose ~f :?is section undertaken under the so-called "takay" 
or paqUiao system shall not be considered as work by con-
tract; . ' 

. (c) Payment for the usual cost of preparation for \\.ork
mg drawings, sll.ecifications, bills of materials,' estimates, and 
other procedures preparatory to actual construction including 
the purchase of materials and equipment, and all' incidental 
expenses for w~ges of watchmen and other laborers employed 
for such work m the central office and field storehouses be
fore the beginning of such period: Provided, That the num
b~r of such laborers shall not be increased over the number 
hired when the project or projects were commenced; and 

(d) Emergency work necessitated by. the oc~ur;ence of 
a public calamity, but' such work shall be limited to the. 
restoration of the damaged faCility. . 

. No payment shall be. made within five days before the 
dat~ of election to. laborers who have "endered services in 
projects or works except those· falling under subparagraphs 
(a), (b), (c), and' (d), of this paral,l'raph. 

. This prohibition shall not apply to ongoing public works 
pro~ects com~enced before the campaign period or similar 
proJ~c~s u~l~er foreign agreements. For purposes of this 
pro.vI~lon, It shall be the duty of· the government offi"cials or 
agencies concerned to report to the Commission the list of 
all such projects being undertaken by them. 

(2) The Ministry of Socia] Services and Development 
and any other office in other ministries of the government 
performing ·functions similar to said ministry, except for sala
ries of personnel, and for such other routine and normal 
expenses, and for such other expenses tiS the Commission may 

,'.' 
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aulthclril,e after due notice and hearing. Should a calamity or 
ms,,,SIL~r occur, all releases normally or usually coursed through 

said ministries and offices of other ministries shall be 
over to and administered and disbursed by, the Ph iI
Nation~1 Red Cross; subject to the .supervision of the 

.: (;ornnlissioln on Audit or its representatives, and. no candidate 
or his or her spouse or member of his family within the sec
ond civil degree of affinity or consanguinity shall' participate, 

. : directly 'or indirectly, in the distribution of any. relief Or other 
. goods to the victims of the calamity or disaster; and 

(3) The Ministry of Human Settlements and any ot~er 
office in any other ministry of the· government performmg 
functions similar. to said ministry, except for salaries of per
sonnel and for such other necessary' administrative or other 

. '. expenses as the Commission may authorize after due notice 
. 'and hearing. . 

·(W) P"ohibition against co-nst7"llction ~f 1mblic 1OO"'/es, deli
ve1'11 of mate-rials for pnbUc works a~d tSs"Q.nce. af t"eas1£7'll 
warrants and similar devices. - Durmg ~he penod of forty
five days preceding a regular election and thirty days before 
a special election, any person who (a) undertakes the cons
truction of any public works, except for projects or works e.x.
empted in the preceding paragraph; or (b) issues, ·uses or 
avails of treasury warrants or any device undertaking future 
delivery of money, goods or other things of value chargeable 
against public funds. (Sec. 64 (d), BP 697.) 

(x) Suspe'tSion of elective provincial, city, m1!1licipal 0" 

bamngay oft.icer. -. The provisions of law to the con~rary .n~t
withstanding during the election period, any pubhc offiCial 
who suspends, without prior approval of the Commis~ion, any 
elective provincial, city, municipal or. baranga~ offl.ce~, un
less said suspension will be for purposes of applymg the Anti
Graft and Corrupt Practices Act" in relation to the suspe.n~ion 
and removal of elective officials; in which case the prOVISIOns 
of this section shall be inapplicable. (Sec. 64 ()), /d.) 

(y) On Registmtion' of .vote,·s:, 

(1) Any person 'who, having all the .quali.ficatio~s ~n.d 
none of the disqualifications of a voter, falls Without Justifi
able excuse to. register as a voter in an election, plebiscite 
or referendum in which he is qualified to vote. (Pm'. (ll ), Sec. 
178, 1978 Ee) 

. ; 

'. 
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(2) Any person' who lmowingly makes any false or un
truthful statement relative to any of the data or information 
required in the application for registration. (Par. (q), Id.) 

(3) Any person' who deliberat~ly imprints or causes the 
im~rinting of blurred or indistinct fingerPrints on any of the , 
copIes of the application for registration or on the voter's 
affidavi~; or any person in charge of the registration of voters" 
who dehberately or through negligence, causes or allows the' 
imprinting of blurred or indistinct fingerprints on any of the 
aforem~ntioned registration forms,' or any person who ,tam
pers WIth the fingerprints in said registration records (Sec 
281 (5), 1971 EG) . . 

, (4) Any member of the board of election inspectors who' 
a~proves any application which on its face shows that' the ap; 
phcant does not possess alI the qualifications .prescribed by 
law. for a, voter; or who disapproves any application which 
on Its face shows that the applicant possesses all such qualifi-
cations. (Pa,'. (r), Sec. 178, 1978 EG) , 

'( 5) Any person who, being a registered voter, registers 
anew WIthout filing an application for cancellation of his pre
vious registration. (Pa,·. (s)" Id.) 

'(6) Any person who registers in substitution for another 
whether with or without the latter's lmowledge or consent. 
(Par. (t), Id.) 

(7) Any person who tampers with or changes without 
au~hority any data or entry in, any voter's application for 
registration. (Par. (u), Id.) , 

(8) Any person who delays, hinders or obstructs another 
from registering. (Pa,·. (v), Id.) 

(9) Any person who falsely certifies or identifies another 
as a bona fides resident of a particular place or locality for 
the purpose of securing, the latter's registration as a voter. 

, (Par. (10), ld.)' ' 

(10) Any person who uses the voter's affidavit of ano
ther for the purpose of voting, whether or not he actulflly suc
ceeds 'in voting. (Par. (aa), Sec. 178, 1978 EG) 

(11.) Any person who places, inserts or otherwise includes,. 
as approved application for registration in the book of voters 
or in the provincial or national ceritral files of registered 
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.. voters, the application of any fictitious voter .or any applica
, tion that has not been approved; or removes from, or other
, wise takes out of the book of voters or the provincial or na
,tional central files of registered voters any duly approved 

, voter's ~pplication, except upon lawful order of the Co.mmis
sion, or of a competent court or after proper cancellatIOn, as 
provided in Sections 122, 123, 124 and 125 hereof. (Pa,'. (bb), 
,Sec. 178, 1978 EG) 

, (12) Any person who transfers or causes the transfer of 
the registration record of a voter to the book of voters of ano
ther polling place, unless said transfer ,was due to a change 
of address of the voter and the voter was duly notified of his 

. new polling place., (New) 

(13) Any person who asks, demands, tak~s, ~ccepts or 
'possesses, directly or (ndirectly, the voter's affIdavIt, of ano
ther in order to induce the latter to withhold his vote, or 
to ~ote for or against any candidate· in an election or any 

, , . issue in a plebiscite or referendum. It shaH be presumed 
prima fac:.ie that the asking, demanding, taking, accepting, or 
possessing is with such intent if done within the: period begin
ning ten days before election day and ending ten days after 

" election day, unless the voter's affidavit of, another and the 
. latter are .both members of the same family'. (Par. (cc), Id,) 

(14) Any person who delivers, hands over, entrusts, gives, 
directly or indirectly his voter's affidavit to another in con
sideration of money or .other benefit or promises thereof, or 
takes or accepts such voter's affidavit directly or indirectly, 
by giving or causing the giving of money or other benefit 
or making or causing the making of a promise thereof. (Par. 
(a), Subpar. 8, Sec. 291, 1971 EG) , 

(15) Any person who alters in any manner, tears, de
faces, removes or destroys any certified list of voters. (Par. 
(eid), Sec. 178, 1978 Ee) 

(16) Any person who talles, carries or possesses a?y 
blank or unused. registration form already issued to a cIty 
or municipality outside of said city or municipality except as 
otherwise provided in this Code or when directed by express 
order of the court or of the Commission. (Pa,·. (a), Subpar. 
15, Sec. 291, 1971 EG) 

(17) Any person who maliciously omits, tampers or trans-

, . 

; , 
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fers to another list the name of a registered voter from the 
official list of voters posted outside the polling place. 

(z) a,i voting: 

(1). Any ·person who fails to cast his vote without justi
fiable excuse. (Par. (ee), Sec. 178, 1978 EC). This is of doubtful 
constitutionality.' . 

(2) Any person who votes more than once in the same 
election, or who; not being a registered voter, votes in an' 
election. (Par. (I/), ld.) 

(3) Any person who votes in substitution for another 
whether with or without the latter's knowledge and/or' con
sent. (Pa.r. (gg), ld.) 

. (4) Any person who, not being illiterate or physically tlis-' 
abled, allows his. ballot to be prepared by another, or any per
son who prepares the ballot of another who is not illiterate 
or, physically disabled, with or without the latter's know-' 
ledge and/or consent (Par. (a), S"bpar. 24, Sec. 281, 197'1' 
EC with amendments) , 

(5) Any person who avails himself of any means of. 
scheme to discover the contents of the ballot ofa voter who 
is preparing or casting his, vote 'or who has just voted. (Pa,·. 
(hh), Sec. 178, 1978 EC) '. ' ' 

(6) Any voter who, in the course of voting, uses a ballot 
other than the one given by the board of election inspectors or 
has in his possession more than one official ballot. (Pu,·. 
(ii), ld.) 

(7) Any person who places under ,arrest or detains a 
voter without lawful cause, or molests him in such a man
ner as to obstruct or prevent him from goin'g to the polling 
place to cast his vote or from returning home after casting 
his vote; or to compel him to reveal' how he voted. (Par. (jj), 
n.) 

(8) Any member of the board of election, inspectors 
charged with the duty of reading the ballot during the count
ing of votes who deliberately omits to read the vote duly, 
written on the ballot, or misreads the', vote actually written' 
thereon or reads the name of a candidate where no name is 
written on the ballot. (Par. (lck) , ld.) 

(9) Any member of the board of election inspectors charged 
with, the duty of tallying the votes in the tally board or sheet, 
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. election returns 01' other prescribed form who deliberately fails 
to record a vote' therein or records erroneously the votes as 

'read 01' record a vote where no such vote has been read by the 
chai~an. (Par. (II), ld.) 

(10)' Any member of a board of election inspectors who 
. has made possible the casting of more votes than there are 
'.registered voters. 

(11) Any person who, for the pU1'~ose of dis;upting or 
, obstructing the election process or causmg confusIOn. among 
the voters, propagates false and alarming report.;; or mfaI'm' 
ation or transmits or circulates false orders, d,rectIves or mess
ages regarding any matter' relating to the printh'tg of official 
ballots the postponement of the election, the transfer of poll
,iug pl~ce or the general conduct of the election. (Pa'·. (oo), 
ld.) . 

(12) Any person who, without legal authority, destro,Ys, 
, subs'titutes or takes away from the possession of those havmg 
,legal custody thereof, or from the place where they are leg~llY 
deposited, any election form or' document or ballo~ box wlllch 
contains official ballots or other documents used 111 the elect
·ion. (Par. (qq), Sec. 178, .1978 EC) 

(13) Any person having'legal custody of the ballot box 
,containing the official ballots ,used .in the election who op.ens 
or destroys said box or removes or destroys its contents wlth
out 'or against the order of 'the Commission or who, through 
his' negligence, enables ,any person to commit any of .the afore
mentioned acts, or takes away said ballot box from h,S custody. ' 
(Par. (''1,), ld.) , 

(14)' Any member of th~ boal'd of election inspectors who 
knowingly uses ballots other than the official b~llots, ex.cept 
in those cases where the use of emergency ballots lS authonzed. 
(Pa,'. (tt), ld.) , 

(15) Any public official who neglects or fails to .properly 
preserve or account for, any ballot box, documents and forms 
received by him and kept under his custody. (paa·. (un), ld.) 

(16) Any person who reveals the, contents .of th~ ballot 
of an illiterate or disabled voter whom he asslsted lli pre
paring a ballot. (Par. (vv), ld,} 

(17) Any person who, without authority" transfers the 
location of a polling place. (Par. (tow), ld.) 
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(18) Any person who, without authority, prints or causes 
the printing of any ballot or election returns' that appears as ' 
official ballots or election returns Or who' distributes or causes 
the same to be distributed for uSe in the election, whether 
or not they are actually used, (Pa,', (aaa), ld,) 

.(19) Any person who, without authority, keeps, uses or 
carnes out or causes to be kept, used Or carried out any offi
cial ballot 01' election returns Or printed proof the;eof, type
fonn mould, electro-type pril).ting plates and any other plate, 
numb~ring machines ~nd other printing paraphernalia being 
used III connectIOn wIth the Drinting of official ballots or 
election returns. (Pm'. (bbb), ld.) 

'(20) Any offiCial or employee of any printing establish
ment or of the Commission or any member of 'the commit
tee in charge of the printing of official ballots or election re
turns who causes official ballots or election returns to' be 
p~in:ed in quantiti.es exceedirig those authorized ,by the Com
mlSSlOn or who dlstrib)ltes, delivers or in any manner dis
poses o~ ?r causes to be distributed, delivered, Or disPosed of, 
any OffICJa~ ballot or election returns to any person or persons 
not authorIzed by law or by the Commission to receive or 
keep official ballots or election returns or who sends or causes 
them ~o ?e sent to ~ny place not designated by law or by the 
CommISSiOn. (Pa'·. (ccc), !d.), , 

(21) Any person who, through any act, means or device 
violates the integrity of any official ballot or election re~ 
turns before or after they are used in the election. (Par. 
(ddd), ld,) 

(22) Any person who removes, tears, defaces 0'/1 destroys 
any. certified list of candidates posted inside the voting booths 
dUl'lng the hours of voting, (New) 

(23) Any person who holds or causes the holding of an 
election on any other day than that fixed by law Or by 
the CommiSSion, or stops any election being legally held. (Par: 
(pp) , ld.) 

,(24) Any person who deliberately blurs his fingerprint 
in the voting record. ' (New) 

(aa) On Canvassina: 

(1) Any chairman of the board of canvassers who fails 
to give due notice of the date, time and place of the meeting 
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said board to the candidates, political parties and/or mem
bers of the board. 

(2) Any member of, the board of canvassers. who pro
", ceeds with the canvass of votes and/or proclamatIOn of a;,y 
,,: candidate which, was suspended or annulled by the Com mls

,sian, (New) 

(3) Any member of the board of canvassers. who pro· 
ceeds with the canvass of votes and/or proclamatlOn of any 
candidate in the absence of quorum, or without giving due 
notice of the date, time and place of the meeting of the board 

, to the c!mdidates, political parties, and/or other members of 
the board. (New) 

" (4) Any member of t~e .board 'of, canvassers who, with· 
, out authority of the CommISSIOn, uses m the canvass of votes 

and/or proclamation of any candi?ate any document other 
than the official copy of the election returns. (New) 

(bb) Common to' all boards of election inspectors and 
boa"ds of canvassers: 

(1) Any member of any board of election i;,spectors or 
boarel of canvassers who deliberately abse~ts hImself, from 
the meetings of said body for the purpose of obs~ructlllg or 
delaying the performance of its duties or functIOns. (Par. 
(zz), Sec. 178, 1978 EC) 

(2) Any member of any J:lOard ~f ,:I,:ction inspectors 
or board of canvassers who, WIthout JustIfIable reason, r~
fuses to sign and certify any election form required by thIS 
Code or prescribed by the Commission although he was pre· 
sent during the meeting of the said body, (Pa,·. (yy), fd.) 

(3) Any person who, being ineligible for appointment as member of any, board of election inspectors or board of 
canvassers, accepts an appointment to said body, assumes o~
fice, and actually serves as a member thereof, or a;,y, publIc 
officer or any person' acting in his behalf who appomts such 

, ineligible person knowing him to be ineligible, (Pa,r. (xx), 
lei.) 

(4) Any' person who, in the presence or within the hear
ing of any board of election inspectors or ?oard ~f can· 
vassel'S during any of its meetings, conducts hImself m such 
a disorderly manner as to' interrupt or disrupt, the work or 
proceedings to the end of preventing said .body from per· 
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forming its functions, either partly or totally. 
ld.) 

(Pal'. (1m), 

(5) Any public official or person acting in his 'behal{ 
who' relieves any member of any board of election inspectors 
or board ~f canvassers or who changes or causes the change , 
?f the assIgnments of any member of said board of election .. ' 
mspec!or~ or board of canvassers without authority' of the 
CommIssIOn. (Pm'. (ss), ld.) 

(cel On candidacy and camprdgn: 

(1) . Any politi~~ par~y which holds political cOl}ventions 
or mee~mg. to ~oml~ate ItS official candidates earlier than 
the perIOd fIxed m thIS Code. (Par. (eee), Sec. 178, 1978' EC) 

. (~) Any person who abstracts, destroys or cimcels an 
certifICatE\. of candidacy duly filed and which has not bee~ 
cancelled upon order of t~e Commission., (Par, (flf), ld.) 

(3) Any pers.on. who misleads the board of election in
spec~ors by submlttmg any false or spurious certificate of 

,candidacy or document to the prejudice of a candidate (P 
(fff), Id.) . ar. 

. (4) Any'person who, being authorized to 'receive certi-
f~cate of candidacy, receives any certificate of candidacy out
sl~e the p~riod or filing the same and. makes it appear that 
saId certifIcate of candidacy was filed on time; or any per
son who~ by means of fraud, threat, intimidation, terrorism 
~~~~)rclOn, causes or compels the commission' of said act. 

(5) Any person W?O, by an~ device or ~eans, jams, obs
'tructs or interferes WIth a radIO Ilr television broadcast of 
any 'lawful political program. (Par. (ggg), ld.) 

(6) Any person who solicits votes 'or undertakes any pro
paganda, on the day of election, for or against any candidate 
or ~ny polit~cal party within the polling place or within a 
radIUS of thIrty meters thereof. (Par. (hhh), Id.) , 

(dd) Othe'l' 7Yrohibitions: 

(1) A.ny p~rs~n wl:o sells, furnishes, offers, buys, serves 
or takes mt?xlcatmg lIquor on the days fixed by law for 
the regIstratIOn. of voters in, the polling, place, or ,on the day 
before the electIOn or on election day: P"ovided That hot Is 
and other establishments duly certified by, the' Ministry eOf 
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, ' Tourism as tourist oriented and ,habitually in the business of 
: 'catering to foreign tourists' may be exempte~ for justifiable 
'reasons upon prior' authority of the Commission: Provided, 
"further, That foreign tourists taking intoxicating liquor in 
,:' said authorized hotels or establishments are exempted from 

the provisions of this suhparagraph., 
(2) Any person who opens in any polling place or with

, in", a radius of thirty meters thereof on election day and du
. 'ring the counting of votes, booths or stalls of any kind for 
, the sale, dispen'sing' or display of wares, merchandise or re-

freshments, whether' solid or liquid, or for any other purposes. 

(3) Any person who holds on election day, fairs, 'cock
fights, boxing, horse races, jai-alai or any other similar sports. 

,(Par. (iii), I~.) 
(4) Re/usal to carry election ma.il :matter. - Any oper

'ator or employee of a public utility or transportation company 
, " 'operating under a certificate of public convenience, including , 
, ,'I government-owned or controlled postal service or its: emplo

yees or deputized agents whQ refuse to c~rry official election 
mail matters' free of charge during the election period. In 
addition to the penaltY, prescribed herein, such refusai shall 
constitute a ground for cancellation or revocation of certifi-"
cate of pt;blic convenience or franchise. (Pa,'. (kkk), lei.) 

(5) Prohibition agai1~~t dis'C1-tmination in the sale of ai,· 
t-ime. ~ Any person who operates a radio or television sta_ 
tion who without justifiable cause discriminates against any 
political party, coalition or aggroupment of parties or any 

" candidate in the sale of air time. In addition to the penalty 
.. 'prescribed herein, such refusal shall constitute a ground for 

, cancellation or revocation pf the franchise.' 

SEC. 262. Other election o/flm'J1es~ - Violation of the pro
visions, or pertinent' portions, of the following sections of 
this Code shall constitute election offenses: Sections 9, 18, 

',74, 75, 76, 8Q, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 8:1, 88, 89, 95, 96, 
97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102,,103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109,' 
110, 111, 112, 122, 123, 127, 128, 129, 132, 134, 135, 1<15, 148, 

'150, 152, 172, 173, 174, 178, 180, 182, 184, 185, 186, 189, 190, 
191, 192, 1!l4, 195, 196, 197, 198, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 
208, 209, 210, 211, 212, 213,214, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, 
223, 229, 230, 231, 233, 234, 235, 236, 239 and 240. 
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SE? 26? Persons ~1'iminally liable. = The principals,' 
accomplices, and accessones, as defined in the Revised Penal 
Code, shaH be, criminaHy liable for election offenses. If the 
one responsible ~e. a political party or an entity, its president. 
or ?ead, the offICIals and employees of the same, performing 
dutIes connected wIth the offense committed and its members 
who may be principals, accomplices; or accessories shaH be 
liable, in 'addition to' the liability of such party or entity. 
(Sec. 180, 1978 EC) 

~>EC. 264. Penalties. - Any person found guilty of any 
electIOn offense under this Code shaH be punished with im
prisonment of not less than one year but not more than six 
ye~rs and shall not be subject to probation. In addition, the 
gUIlty party shall be sen'tenced to svffer disqualification to 
hold ~ublic o~fice and deprivation of the right of suffrage: 
If he. IS a foreIgner, he shall be sentenced to deportation which 
sha.ll. be enforced after the prison term h~s been served. Any 
politIcal party found guilty shall be sentenced to pay a fine' of 
not less than ten th?u~and pe~'os, which shall be imposed upon 
SUC? party after CrImInal actIOn has been instituted in which 
theIr corresponding officials have been found guilty (Sec 
181, 1975 EC). . . ' 

In case of prisoner or prisoners illegaH; released from 
any penitentiary or jail during the prohibited period as pro
vided in Section 261, paragraph (n) of this Code the direc
tor of prisons, provincial warden, keeper of' the Jail or pri
~on, o~ persons who ar.e required by law to keep said prisoner 
In . theIr custody shall, if convicted by a competent court, be 
~entenced .to ~ufIer the penalty of P1ision mayor in its. max
Imum. perIOd If the prisoner or prisoners so illegally released 
commIt any act of intimidation, terrorism or interference in 
the election. (Sec. 79, 1971 EC) . 

. Any person found guilty of the offense of failure to 
register or failure to vote shaH, upon conviction, be fined one 
hundred pesos.~ In addition, he shall suffer disqualification 
~o ru~ for p~bl~c <:ffice in the next succeeding ele~tion follow
Ing. hIs convIctIon or be· appointed to a public office for a 
perIOd of one year foHowing his conviction (Sec 181 1978 EC) . . , 

SEC. 265. Prosecution. - The Commission shaH through 
its duly authorized legal officers, have the exclusi~e power 

• This is of doubtful constitutionality .. 
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conduct prelfminary investigation of all election offenses 
'punishable under this Code, and to prosecute the same. The 

'. Commission may avail of the assistance of other prosecuting 
arms of, the government: Pmvided, however, That in the 
event that the Commission fails to act on any complaint with-' 

. in four months from his filing, the complainant may file the 
.:. complaint with the office of the fiscal or with the Ministry 
of Justice for proper investigation and prosecution, if war
ranted. (Sec. 182, 1978 EC; anel Sec. 66, BP 697) , 

SEC. 266. A ?'rests in connection with the election cant-
· 'paign. - No person shall be arrested ahd/or detained at any 
' .. time ,for any aHeged offense committed during and in cori-

· nection .with any election through any act or language. tend
ing to support or 'oppose any candidate, political party or 

· :. coalition of political parties under or pursuant to any order 
" of, whatever name or nature and by whomsoever issued ex

'cept only upon a warrant of arrest issued by a corripetent 
judge after. all the. requirements of the Constitution shall 
have been strictly. complied with. 

If the offense charged is' punishable under a presidential 
decree whether originally or, by amendment of a previous· 

" law, the death penalty shall not be imposed upon the offender 
except where murder, rape or arson is involved. ,In all cases, 

,: the penalty shall not ,be higher than recluSiion peJ'petlla and 
the offender shall be entitled to reasonable bail upon suffi
cient suretil!s to be granted speedily by the competent, court. 
Moreover, loss "of the right of citizenship and confiscation of 
property shall not. be imposed. 

Any officer or a person who 'shall violate any provision 
of this section shall' be punished by imprisonment of not less 
than six (6) years and one (1) day nor more than" twelve 
(12) years, with the 'accessory penalties for election offenses. 
The provision ,of Section 267 of this Code shall not apply to 
prosecution under this section. 

SEC. 267. Prescription. - Election offenses ·shall pres
cribe after five years from the date of their commission. If 
the discovery of the offense be made in an election contest 
proceedings, the period of prescription shall commence on 
the date on which the judgment in such, proceedings becomes 
final and executory. (Sec. 185, ld.) 
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SEC. 268. Jurisdiction of COl.rtS. - The regional trial 
court shall· have the exclusive original jurisdiction to try and 
decide any criminal action or proceedings ·for· violation of 
this. Code, except those relating to the offense of failure to: , 
r~gister or failure to vote which shall be under the jurisdic- .' 
tlOn of the metropolitan or municipal trial courts. }<'rom the 
decision of the courts, appeal will lie as in other cri~inal 
cases. (Sec. 184, ld.) 

SEC. 269. Preferential disposition of election offenses. _ 
The investigation and prosecution of cases involving viola
tions of the election laws shall be given preference and prior- " .. 
ity by the Commission' on Elections and prosecuting officials. ' ' 
Their investigation 'shall be commenced without delay, and 
shall be'resolved by the investigating officer within five days 
from its submission for resolution. The courts shall likewise 
give preference to election offenses over all other cases ex
cept petitions for writ of habeas co'·pWl. Their trial sh'all'like
wise be commenced without delay, and shall be conducted 
continuously until terminated, and the case' shall- be decided 
within thirty days from its submission for decision. (P.D. 
1676) 

ARTICLE XXIII. - LEGAL FEES 

SEC. 270. Collec:b.ion of legai fe~. - The Commission is 
hereby authorized to collect, fees as follows: 

(a) For furnishing' certified transcript of 
records or copies of any record, decision or ruling 
or entry of which any person is entitled to de-
mand and receive a copy, for every page ..... . 

(b) For every certificate or writ or process' 
(c) For each certificate not on process .... 
(dl In appropriate cases, for filing a second 

and succeeding motions for reconsideration ... 
(e l For every search of any record of more 

than one year's standing, and reading the same 

,I' 2.00 
10.00 
2.00 

50.00 

10.00 
SEC. 271. PaY'",ent o-f Fees. - The fees mentioned in the 

preceding section shall be paid to the cashier of the Commission 
who shall in all cases issue a receipt for the same and shall 
enter the amount received upon his book specifying the date 
w hen received, the fee, and the person from whom received. 
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The cashier shall immedia~ly report such payment to the 
, Commission. 

ARTICLE XXIV. - TRANSITORY PROVISIONS 

• SEC. 272. Pending actions. - Pending actions and callses 
of action arising before the effectivity of this Code shall be 

"governed by the laws then in force. (Sec. 246, IP71 EC) 

SEC. 273. Designal.ion of ce,·tain pre-ele'ction acts imme
. diately after the app'·oval. of this Code. - If it should no 
, longer be reasonably possible to observe the periods and dates 

herein· prescribed for certain pre-election acts in the election 
" immediately following the approval of this' Code, the Com

.' 'mission shall fix other periods in order to ensure that voters 
shall not be deprived of their right of suffrage. 

SEC. 274. ACC1·editation of dominllhlt opposition party. 
For purposes of the next local elections in 1986 and the 

next presidential elections in 1987. or earlier, the dominant 
opposition party shall be that political party, group or organ-

, ization or coalition of major national or regional- political par
ties opposed to the majority party which has the capability 
to' wage a b01UL fide nationwide campaign as shown by th~ 
extent of its organization and the number of Members of Par
liament affiliated with 'it: P1"Ovided, however; That with spe
cific reference' to the next local electrons in constituencies 
which are represented in the Batasang Pambansa by Members 
who do not beiong either to the majority, party or. to the poli
tical party or coalition of political parties described above, 
the representatives Of the opposition in the board of election 
inspectors, board of canvassers or other similar bodies shall 
be proposed exclusively by the party to which said Member 
of the Batasang Pambansa belong: Provided, however, That 
it is registered Defore the next local elections. 

Any political party, group or organization or coalition of 
political parties seeking accreditation under this section shall 
file a verified petition with the Commission on Elections sta
ting therein such information as may be necessary to enable 
the Commission to determine the qu'alification for accredi
tation in accordance, with the standard herein provided. . . 

The Commission on Elections shall accredit the dominant 
opposition party not later than thirty days before the campaign 
pei-iod in eve,·y election. 
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In case a presidential election is held before the ,next 
local elections or before the presidential election in 1987, 
the provisions of the Constitution shall be enforced in deter-, 
mining which shall be the dominant opposition party for pur-
poses of the next local elections. * ' 

SEC. 275. Party representatives in the board 0/ election 
inspectors. - Until such time as the ,two accredited political' 
parties are 'determined, in accordance with the provisions' of 
the Constitution, the two members shall each be proposed, by , 
the ruling party and the dominant, opposition party as may , 
be determined by the Commission pursuant to the provisions 

, of this Code. 

SEQ. 276. ApPl'Opriations<, and insul"lI>12ce for board of 
elect;ion inspectors. - The cost of holding the next local elect
ions provided in this Code shall be funded out of the current 
appropriations of ,the Commission on Elections provided for 
this purpose. In case of deficiency, additional funding may 

'be provided. out of the special activities fund intended for 
special priority activities' authorized in the General Appro-
priations Act. ' 

The chairman and the poll clerk of the board of election 
inspectors shall receive per diem at the rate of one hundred 
pesos 'on election day and fifty pesos on each of the registra
tion and revision days, The inspectors of the political par
ties shaH be granted a per diem of fifty pesos, on election 
day and twenty-five pesos on each of the registration and 
revision days. Education support personnel of the Ministry 
of .. Education, Culture and Sports shall receive a per diem of 
twenty-five pesos during election day. 

Supervisors, 'principals and other administrators of the 
Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports who may be asked 
by the Commission, and actually report, for supervisory as
signment during registration and election day shall be en
titled to a per diem of fifty pesos. 

The provincial, city and municipa~ treasurers shall re
ceive :per diem at the rate of one hundred pesos on election 
day. ' 

Paymen"ts of per diems under, this section shall be made 
within seventy-two hours after the election or registration 
day. 

* The board of election inspectors is nOw non-partisan . 
• 
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The chairman, poll clerk and party representatives in 
board of election inspectors shall be insured with the Gov

r:'elcnnnellt Service Insurance System at fifty thousand pesos each 
under terms 'and conditions that shall be agreed upon by the, 
t;nalrmaLn of the Commission, the Minister of the Budget, 'and 

Minister of Education, Culture, and Sports. 

SEC. 277. Special election for President, be/m'e 1987. -
case a vacancy in the Office of the President occurs before 

, the presidential election in 1987, the Speaker. of the Batas~ng 
Pambansa shall act' as ,President until a PreSIdent and a V,ce-

, President or either of them shall have been elected and shall 
have qualified. Their term' of office shall ~~mmence at noon 
of the tenth day following their proclamatIOn, and shall end 

:.- at noon on the thirtieth day of June of the sixth year there-
after. 

The Acting President may not declare martial la.w or 
, 'suspend the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus WIthout 

the prior consent of at least a majority of all the Members 
, , of the Batasang Pambansa, or issue, any, decree, order or 

, letter of instructions while the lawmaking power of the Pres-
'ident is in force. He shall be deemed automatically on lea~e 
and the Speaker Pro-Tempore shall act as Speaker. WhIle 
acting as President, the Speaker may not be .removed. He 
shall not be eligible. for election in the ImmedIately succeed
ing election for President and Vice-President. 

The Batasang Pambansa shall, at ten' o'clock in, the ,mor?
ing of the third day after, the vacancy occurs, conven~ ~n 
accordance with its rules without need o~ a call ,and wlthm 
seven days enact a, law calling for a speCIal, electIOn .to elect 
a President and' a'Vice-President to be held not ~arher than 
forty-five days nor later than sixty days from the tIme of such 
call. The bill calling such special election s!,all be deemed 
certified under paragraph (2), Section 19, Article VIII of ~he 
Constitution and. shall become law upon its approval on thIrd 
reading by tM Batasang Pambansa. Appropriations for the 
special election shall be charged against an.y current appro
priations and shall be exempt from the reqUlrements o~ p~ra
graph (4), Section 16 of Article vnr ?f the Cons~ltutlOn. 
As provided in the third paragraph, Section 9 of Article VII 
thereof, the convening of the Batasang Pambansa c~nnot be, 
suspended nor the special election postponed. No speCIal elect-
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, ion shall be called if the vacancy occurs within seventy days 
before the date of the presidential election of 1987. 

Appointments extended by the Acting President shall re
main effective, unless revoked by the newly elected Pres
ident within ninety days from his assumption of Qffice. 

SEC. 278. Special electilYn to fill existing mcamies in the 
Batasang Pambansa. - The election of Members to fiII exist
ing vacancies in the Batasang Pambansa shall be held simul
taneously with the next local election in 1986 or in the next 
special national election for President and Vice-President' if 
one is held earlier. 

SEC. 279. Elective' officials in existing' s'nb_P1·ol'illces. -
The election of elective p'ublic officials in existing sub-pro
vinces shalI likewise be held simultaneously, with the next local 
elections of 1986 and 1990 in accordance with their respective 
charters, subject to the same term, qualifications, manner of 
election and resolution of election cont~oversies as are herein 
'provided for comparable provincial elective officials. 

ARTICLE XXV. _ FINAL PROVISIONS 

SEC. 280. ReOl'ganization of the CO'llt1nission on Elections. 
- In order to promote maximum efficiency in carrying out 
constitutional duty to insure free, orderly and honest elect
ions and in discharging its judicial powers and functions un
der the Constitution, the Commission is hereby authorized to 
reorganize its office within twelve months after the first 
election to be held under this Code. It may create, merge, or 
abolish departments, offices, divisions or units, redistribute 
functions and reassign personnel, change designations of ex
isting positions subject to pertinent existing laws and regu
lations. It may recommend the, levels and rates of salaries 
of its subordinate officials and employees subject to the laws 
and regulations iJnCivii service and, compensation, position 
classification and standardization of salaries: Provided, That 
no permanent official or employee already in the service of 
the Commission, upon approval of this Code shalI be laid . ' 
off, or demoted. in rank or salary. 

SEC. 281. Sepambility clause. - If for any reason any 
section or provision of this Code, or any portion thereof or 
the application of such section, provision or portion to 'any 
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person, group or circumstance is declared invalid 0.1' mlCons
titutional, the remainder of this Code or the applicatIOn of 
such section, provision or portion thereof to other persons, 
groups or circumstances shaH not be affected by such decla-

ration. 
SEC. 282. Repealing clause: - Presidential Decr~e No. 

1296, otherwise known as The 1978 Election Code, as amend~d, 
is hereby repealed. AlI other election .Jaws, decree~, exe~utlve 
orders, rules and, regUlations, or parts thereof, mconslstent 
with the provisions of this Code are hereby repealed, except 
Presidential Decree No. 1618 and Batas Pam bans a Big. 20 gov
erning the election of the members of the Sangguniang Pam
pook of Regions IX ·and XII. 

SEC. 283. Effectivity. - This Code shall take effect upon 

its approval. , , 

Approved, 

(SGD.) NICANOR E. Y1'lIGUEZ 
Speaker 

This Act was 'passed by the First Batasang Pambansa on 

November 28, 1985., 

AN 

(SGD.) ANTONIO.M. DE GUZMAN 
Secretary Genm'al ' 

Approved: December 3, 1.985 

(SGD:) FERDINAND E. MARCOS 
President O'f the philippines 
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ACT RESETTING THE LOCAL ELECTIONS FROM 
NOVEMBER 9, 1987 TO JANUARY 18, 1988, AMEND
ING FOR THIS PURPOSE EXECUTIVE ORDER NUM-
BERED TWO HUNDRED AND SEVENTY 

Be it enacted by the Senate and HO'tt1le O'f Representatives O'f 
the Philippines in Ccmgl'e8's assemble£!: 

", 
~'.!-

. '.i. ,. 
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