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ki . Perman oters, .
% ) gﬁ ' ; Prmul;:ttmlirﬂtof 1:1plamontlng rules and regulations w.......cocoenoes 132 . . Begu.n and held in Quezon City, Metrapohtan Maml.a, on Monday, t.he t.wenty
v | 8EC. 8. Commission.control over national ar local officials or employees - . secund day ofJuly, nineteen hundred and elght.y ﬁve .
i . . “and law enforcement agencies and mmmmtahhn .................. 182 . -
%8 - " 8ec. 10, Prohibited acts, : 182 _ . © ' [Batas Pmmb 881]
.F;;L'r 8 Bec. 11. Pr tion ' 1333 I . .
b e s ﬁiﬁ:ﬁ: o coriain pro<isction acts Gmmodiately aher ' ~ ' OMNIBUS ELECTION CODE OF THE Pmmpmes
L the effectivity of this Executwe Order e 183
"gec. { 14. Appropriations.: - e 138 1. Be it enacted by the Bataaang Pambansa in mswn assembted
Bec. 15. Separabillity c;?&uom bunElocﬁ e !'th Phlli - . 133 o
. 18. licabili e Omnil on of the ppme :
See.. g other :%'mm _ _ }gg R S N Amcu: L—GENERAL PROVISIONS |
. - 17. Re : pemeeerrene 134 . .
g?lg 118 Eﬂ'ﬁ;l‘lﬂngc - = - : e 134 N I SECI‘ION 1 Tule —This act shall be known and cited as t.he "Ommbus .

Election Code of t.he Ph:hppmes (New)

"y SEC. 2, A.pplwabdzty «~This Code ghall govern all e]ectlons of pubhc officers
and, to the extent appropnate all referenda and plehlsutes (Sec. 2 1978 EC)

- PART VL .
SUPPLEMENTAL CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS

L P o LAW OF 1887 - .- : SEC. 3. Elect;on and campalgn periods. —Unless othen!nse fixed in special
' . . [Executive Order No. 144] o R cases by the Commission oh Eléctions, which hereinafter chall be referred to as
. ] e o et - ‘ the Commission, the election period shall commence ninety days before the day
SrCTION - 1. Spec lmgi stration of VOLETS ... . 185 of the election a.nd shal] end th.lrty days thereafter. (Sec. 6, Art. XII C, Comn‘..)
- BEC, 2. of Canvaasers .. . 1856 .- U o :
" Sen 3. - Applicabiti of Batas Pamhansa BIg. 881 oot seeenns 138 : . - The period of campaign shall be-as follows: . o
SEeC. 4. Repealmg e 137 L “1. Presidential and Vice-Presidential Election—90 days
“ _BEC 5. Effectivity ...... } ; : - 187 ‘2. Election of Members of the Bal‘.asnng Panmbansa and Loml Electmn--45
. T ’ . - days; and

3 Barangay Electlon-—lﬁ days .

The campa:gn periods shnll not include the dny befors and the day of the
elect.mn

However, in casg of spec:al elechons under Art;lcle VIII, Sectlon 5, Suhsectlon
(2) of the Constitution, the campaign period shall be forty-five days,

. . SEC. 4. Obligation to register and vote.—It shall be the obligation of every
L ) " citizen quahﬁad to vote to regnt,er and cast his vote. (Sec. 5, 1978 EC)

SEc 8. Postponzment af election—When for any serious cause such ‘a8

_ vmlaneo, terrorism, loes or destruction of election paraphernalia or records, force

maqjeure, and other analogous causes of such a nature that the holding of free,
orderly and honestelection should become impozsible In any political aubdivision,.
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- T " - e LA —r



AT B

-yt
sl

1

i,
e

o rin
AT, e

.
o

s
Lt

e,

g
=)

iy gt
tha

R T

e

ol

R A o

GREL,

G AP TREER
".u;-u._?.“{s

T

the Commission, motu proprio erupon a verified petition by any interested party,

and after due notice and hearing, whereby all interested parties are afforded"
* equal opportunity tobe heard, shall postpone the alection therein to a date which
should be reasonably ¢lose to the date of the election not held, suspended or which- -
resulted in failure to €lect but not later than thirty.days after the cessation of-

the cause for such postponement or suspenswn of the electlon or failure to elect.
(Sec. 6, 1978 EC)

SEC. 6. Fadmofetectmu ~—If, on aceountoffome mq;euré vmlence, terroris,m,

fraud, or other analogous causes the election in any polling-place has not been
held on the date fixed, or had been suspended before the hour fixed by law for the )

closing of the voting, or after the vot.mg and during the preparation and the

transmission of the election returns or in the custody or canvass thereof, such.
election results in a-failure to elect, and in any of such cases the failure or.
suspension of election would affect the result of the electlon, the Commission

shall, on the basis of & verified petition by any interested | party and after dus
notice and hearing, call for the holding or continuation of the election not held,
suspended or which resulted in a failure to elect on a date reaonably close to the

date of the election not held, suspended of which resulted in a failure to elactbitt . '

not later than thirty days after the cessation of the cause of such postpenement,
. or suspenmon ofthe electnon or failure to elect. (Sec 7,1978 EC)

SEC. 1. Cal! of special election. —-(1) In Case a vacancy arises in the Batnsang
Pambanea eighteen months or more before a regular election, the Commission
-shall call special election to be held within sixty days after the vacancy occurs

to elect the Member to se:’ve the unexpxred term. "(Sec. 6(2). Art: VIII, Const.)'

. (2) "Incaseofthe dissolution of the Bat.asang Pa.mbansa, the Premdent sha!l
ca]l an election which shall not be held earlier than forty-five nor later than sixty
days from the dsté of such dissolution. (Scc 13(2), AR, VHI Const.) Lo

The Commission shall send sufficient coplel of lts resolut.ion for the holdu'ng '

of the election to ita provincial eloction supervisors and eléction regmtrars for
diuemmahon. who shall post copies thereof in at least three conspicious plades
preferably ‘where public meetings " are held in each caty or mummpa.hty
aﬁ'ected. (Sec 8, 1978EC) -

SEC 8. Election Code to be cwailable in pollmgplaces —Aprmted copy of ﬂus
Code in English or in the national language shall be provided and be mgde
available by the Commission in every polling place, in order that:t. maybereadily

consulted by any person in need t.hereof on the regutrahon revision and election

daya. (Sec 9, 1978EC)

8EC. 9. Oﬁ‘icmt mail and telegram relative to etectiona —Papers connected
with the election and required by this Code to be sent by public officers in the
performance of their election” duties 'shall be free of postage and sent’ I;y
registered special delivery mail. Telegrama of the same nature shall likewise be
transmitted free of charge by govemment taleeommunicat.ions and eimilar
facilities,

Tt shall be thé duty of the Postmaster General, the Director of the Bureau of
‘Telecommunications, and the managers of private telecommunication ¢ ¢ompanies
to transmit immediately and in preference to all other communications or
telegrams, messages reporting election results and such other messages or
communicationis which the Commission may require or may be necessary bo
ensure free, honest and orderly elechons (Sec. 10, 1978 EC) ‘

SEC 10 Eiectwn expénses. —Except in barangay elections, such expenses as

_miay be necessary and reasonable in connection with the elections, referenda,

plabisclteu and other similar exercises shall be paid by the Commission. The
Commission may direct that in the provinces, cities or municipalities, the

“elsetion.expenses chargeable to the Commission be advanced by the province,

city or municipality concerned subject to relmbursement by the Commission .

. upon presentation of the proper bill. :

- Funds neéeded by the Commusmn to defray the expenses for the hcldmg of*

) 'regular and special elections, referenda and plebiscites shall be provided in the
: regularappropriationsofthe Commission which, upon request, shallimmediately
“be released to the Commission. In case of deficiency, the amount so provided

-shallbe augmented from the special activities fandsin the general apbropnatlons

act_and from those spec:ﬁcally appropriated .for- the purpose in. speclal

. Inwn (New)

SEc 11, Fadure toassume off‘ ice.—The office of any oﬁ'mal elected who fmls

-~ or refuses totake his oath of office within six months from his proclamation shall

be eonsldered vacant. unless said failure m for 8 cause Or causes beyond lns
cmtro‘l

BE:C 12, quuallﬁoatmna —Anyperson whohasbeen declaredbycompet.ent )
authority insane or incompetent, or has been senténced by final Judgment for:
subversion, insurrection, rebellion or for any offense for which he has been

- - sentenced to a penalty.of more than eighteen months or for a crime involving
. _lnornl turpitude; shall be disgualified to ba a candidate and to hold any oﬁice,
; un]esu he haa been given plenary pardon or granted arnnesty

- 'l‘he disqualifications to be a candidate herein prowded sha]l be deemed

-removed upon the declaration by competent authority that said insanity or

ineompatence had been removed or after the expiration of a period of five years
from his service of sentence. unless within the same penod he agmn becomes

dxsqualtﬁed.

v

ARTICIZ 11.—ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND
:  VICE-PRESIDENT :

‘+BEC." 18, Regular electian for Pregident and Vice. President.—The regular

T eloetion for President and Vice-President of the Philippines shall be held on the

first Monday of May Nineteen hundred eighty saven (1987) and on the same day .
mry six yearn thereafter. The President-electand the Vlce-Pres:dem.-elect shall

3
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ame office at twelve o'clock noon on the thu'tlet.}_n day of June 0 Tlawi;
x: election and shall end at noon of the same date, six years t.herqaﬂg; whenthe

. term of his successor ghall begin. . . i ' .

. SEC. 14. Specialelection for President and Vice-President.—1In case avacancy

occurs for ~ceof the President and Vice-President, the Batasang Pambansa
shall ::rtt:: ggock in the morning of the third day after the vacancy oz_:t':iurs,
convene in accordance with its rules without need of acall and within se?:en.day:
enact a law callingfor special election to elect a President anda Vgg- t;i] ﬁtzé
to be held not earlier than forty-five days nor later then sixty days from !

. of such call, The bill ealling such special election shall be deemed certified under

paragraph (2), Section 19, "Article VIII of the Constitution and shall become law

" upon its approval on third reading by the Batasang Pambansa. Appropriations

i i -aainst any current appropriations and
for the special election shall be charged against any L appro :
shallbe Exemptfrom the requirements of paragraph {4), Section 16of Article VIII

if the vacency occurs within seventy days before the date ‘of the pr,esidential:
election of 1987.  (Sec. 5, 3rd par. Art, viI, anat.-)-- o v

‘SEC. 15.l Canumirs of votes for President and Vice-President by the provincisl

" orcity board of canuvassers,—The provincial, city, or district boards of canvassers,

i 1 than six o'clock
i litan Manila, as the case may be, shall m_e;t not later
};?h?r';z:ﬁn?g on election day o canvass the election -reh_.m"ls‘that may have
already been received by them, respectively. It shall meet continuously from day,

1

to day until the canvass is completed, but may adjourn only for the purpose of .

_awaiting the other election returns. Each time the board adjourns, it shall make

& total of all the votes cast-for each candidate for. President and for Vice-

President, duly authenticated by the signatures and thumbmarks of all the

smembers of the provincial, city or district board of canvaasers, furnishing the;-

nmi i nunicati ‘thereof,
Commission in Manila by the fastest means of communication a copy. f,
ﬁgm 1:wiilable glye_ data contained therein to mass media and other
interested parties. Upon the completion of the canvass, the bo_ard ghall prepare
acertificate of canvass showing the votes received by each candidate for theoffice.

™ 0] L ~ - . .
ident and for Vice-Pregident, duly authe.nhcz{bed by .t.he_signature
g?&mI;ks of all the members of the provincial, city or district board of

: . tbe
Constitution, The convening of the Batasang Pambansa. canno!
g :fmt::n&e‘:i nor the special election postponed. No special election shall be called

1 i i Anva board shall -
_Upon the completion of the certificate of canvass, the b : .
mﬁ?hagmitme said certificate of canvass to the Speaker of the Batasang .

Pambansa. . . - | s
" The provincial, city and distriet boards of canvassers shall prepare the

" certificate of canvass for the election of President and Vice-President, supported

t of votes lling place, in quintuplicate by the use of carbon
me::%?:lzﬁ other mea‘:lysx th_egCommission shall pfesmbe tothe en.d that t;n
five copies shall be legibly produced in one handwriting. The five cop::saloif t,he
certificate of canvass must bear the signatures. and f_,humbm.arks o t,:
members of the board. Upon the completion of thege certificates and statements,

they shallbe enclosedin envelopesfurnished by the Commission and sealed, and’

igini ; : d eealed
distributed asfollows: theoriginal copy shalibe enclosedan le
::Ezdi:?gop: directed to the Speaker and deliver_ed to him at the Batasang

4

"Pambans.a by the fastest possible means; the second copy shall likewise be

-enclosed and sealed in the envelope directed to the Commission; the third copy
shall be retained by the provincial election supervisor, in the case of the
provineial board of canvassers, and by the city election registrar, in the case of
the city board of canvassers; and one copy each to the authorized répresentatives

ofthe ruling party and the dominant opposition political party. Failure to comply .

with the requirements of this section shall constitute an election offense.  {Sec.
5 Art. VIII, Congt) . -~ = | ' ' ;

SEC. 16. Counting of votes for President and Vice-President by the Batasang
Pambansa.—Thecertificates of canvass, duly certified by the board 6f canvassers
of each province, city or district in Metropolitan Manila shall be transmitted to

the Speaker of the Batasang Pambansa, who shall, not later than thirty days -

" " after the day of the election, convene the Batasang Pambansa in session and in

its presence open all the certificates of canvass, and the votes shall then be
counted. “(Sec. 5, Art. VII, Const.) . . :

* . 8EC.- 17. Correction of errorsin certiﬁ;ate'a.nd support,in'g statement already

transmitted to the-Speaker.—No correction of errors allégedly committed in the |

‘certificate of canvass and supporting statement slready transmitted to the
Speaker of the Batasang Pambansa shall be allowed, subject to the provisionsof . .

the succeeding section. .. (BP 125) )

.. SEC. 18. Preservation of ballot boxes, their keys, ‘and dispositign of their
" contents.—Until after thecompletion by the Batasang Pambansa ofthe canvassing
- of the votes and until an uncontested proclamation of the President-elect and

"Vige-President-elect shall have been obtained, the provincial, city or district
board of canvassers under the joint responsibility with the provincial, city or

. municipal treasurers shall provide for the safekeeping and storage of the ballot

boxes in & safe and closed chamber secured by four padlocks: one to be provided
by the corresponding board chairman; one by the provindial or city treasurer

" ".concerned; and one each by the ruling party and the accredited dominant

oppositien political party. - o

SEC. 19. .When -certificate of canvass is incomplete or bears erasures or
alterations.—When the certificate of canvass, duly certified by the board of
canvassers of éach provincee, city or district in' Metrdpolitan Manila and
transmitted to the Speaker of the Batasang Pambansa, as provided in the
Constitution, appears to be incomplete, the Speaker shall require the board of

’ _ canvassers concerned to transmit to his office, by personal delivery, the election
- 'returns from polling places that were not included in the certificate of canvass
" - and supporting statements. Said election returns shall be submitted by personal

delivery to the Speaker within two days from receipt of notice. - -

" When it appears that any eert:iﬁcat..e of canvass or supporﬁng statement of

. votes by polling place bears erasures or alterations which may cast doubt as to
-the veracity of the number of votes states therein and may affect the result of the

election, the Batasang Pambansa upon request of the Presidential or Vice-
Presidential candidate concerned or his party shall, for the scle purpose of

. verifying the actual number of votes cast for President or Vice-President, count

4]

- - L e R e S

e o



the votes as they apper in the copies of the election returns for the Commission.
For this purpose, the Speaker shall require the Commission to deliver its copies
of the election returns to the Batasang Pambansa. * (BP 125} -t

_ SEC. 20. Proclamation of the President-elect and Vice-President-elect.—Upon
the completion of the canvass of the votes by the Batasang Pambansa, the
persons obtaining the highesi number of votes for President and for Vice- -
_President shall be declared elected; but in case two or more shall have an equal
" and the highest number of votes, one of them shall be chosen President or Vice- -
President, as the case may be, by a majority vote of all the Members of the
Batasang Pambansa in session assembled.  (Sec. 5, Art. VII, Const)

" In case there are certificates of canvass which have not been submitted to the
Speaker. of the Batasang Pambansa on account of missing election returns, a
‘proclamation may be made if the missing certificates will not affect the results
of the election. . : ' d ' . -

In case the certificates of canvass which were not'submitted on account of
missing election returns will affect the results of the election, no proclamation
shall be made. The Speaker shall immediately instruct the boards of canvassers
concerned 'to obtain the missing election returns from the boards of election
inspectors or, if the returns have been lost or destroyed upon prior authority from
the Commission, to use any authentic copy of said election returns. for the

purpose of conducting the canvass, and thereafter issue the.certificates of .

canvass. The certificates of canvass shall be immediately transmitted to the
_ Speaker of the Batasang Pambansa. .~~~ | .- : ..

Proclamation shallbe made énly upon submission of all certificates of canvass
or when the missing certificates of canvass will fiot affect the results of the
election.  (New) . : ’ :

ARTICLE 111, —ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE
" BATASANG PAMBANSA -

SEC. 21. Regular election of Members of the Batasong Pambansa.—The

regular election of the Members of the Batasang Pambansa shall be held on the
_“second Monday of May, Nineteen hundred and ninety (1990)and on the same da;
" gvery six years thereafter.  (Sec. &(1), Art. VIII, Const) ~ . .

.- SEC. 22: Special election for Members of the Batasang Pambansa.—In case a
vacancy ariges in the Batasang Pambansa eighteen months or more before a
regular election, the Commission shall call a special election to be held within

sixty days after the vacancy occurs.to elect the Members to serve the unexpired

term, (Sec. 6, Subsec. (2), Art. VIII, Const)

~

'fhe Batasang Pambansa t.hroﬁgh a duly approved resolution or an official

communication of the Speaker when it is not in session shall certify to the
_Commission the existence of said vacancy. ' :

v

6

\

SEC. 23, Composition of the Batasang Pembansg,—The Batasang Pambansa

‘shall be composed of not more than two hundred Membera elected from the

different provinces ofthe Philippines with their com ities, hi

iff rovin ] 1 ponent cities, highly urbanized
citiesand msh}ctq ofMe‘tropohtan Manila, those elected or se lecte?lhfrim various
sectors as provided herein, and those chosen by the President from the members
of the Cabinet.  (Sec. 2, Art. VIII, Const.)- ; i '

SEC. 24, Appomiannwntofrepresenmt-iues. l;Tntil a i
erLL ~— Anew apportionment
_haV_e been made_, the Mem.bgrs of the Batasang Pambansa sh:l(l) be appoe:tizg‘:g
in accordance with the Ordinance appended to the Constitution, as follows:

National Capital Region: Manila, 6; .Qu'ezon City, 4; Caloocan, 2; Pasay, 1; .

Pasig.and Marikina, 2; Las Pifias and Paraf i

P, _ ; 1 as a , 1; Makati, 1; Malabo

. Navotas and Valenzuela, 2; San Jua dal - Taguig o

e Mantieglogs T n Juan @d Mandaluyong, 1; Taguig, Pateros

Region I Abra, 1; Benguet, 1; I]doos.Norte with : Cits (

o n 10ra, 1, Benguet, 1; : h Laoag City, 2; Ilocos S
2; La Union, 2_, Mountain Proviice, 1; Pangasinan with the dges of D . ::';
and San Carlés, 6; Baguio City, 1. - : : agup

Region II: Batanes, 1; Cagayan, 3; If ; ; Kali '
1; Nueva Vizeaya, 1; Quiring, ly - '. ’ ugaol, b Isabela,.:i, Kallnga-Apgyao,

' RegionIlI: Bataan, 1; Buléca.ri,' 4;Nue\‘f'a Ecija with thecities of Cabanatuan, .

' Palayan and San Jose, 4; Pampanga with ity 4+
1; Olongapo City, 1.' - panga with Angeles Clty,4,'_1‘arlac, 2;Zambales,

" Region IV: Aurora, 1; Batangas with the cities of Batangas and Lipa, 4; ‘

Cavite with the cities of Cavite Tagdyta : i
tht 4 ) y and Tréce Martires, 3; Laguna wi
. .gfall:al]’aa:lalCl_liytiﬁ;ll:{egnnd\fque, 1; Occidental Mindoro, 1; Oriental M.m;::r?
' 2; Rpmblon,“;_ ‘ rto Pnpqesa Cltyj‘ 1, Qu&pr‘i w1th Lucena City, 4; Rizal,

Region V: Albay with Legaspi City, 3; Camarines Norte, 1; Camarines Sur

“with lthe cities of Iriga and Nags, 4; Catanduanes, 1; Masbate, 2; Sorsogon, 2.

Region VI: Aklan, 1; Antique, 1: Capiz with Roxas G ilo wi
. : S . 'y by ty, 2; Toil th Noil
City, 5; Negros Occidental with the cities of Bacolod, Bagt{ Cadic:, KICarl:;a? '

*. San Carlos and Silay; 7;
" - Region VII: Bohol with Tagbilaran City, 3; Cebu with the cities of Danao,

Lapu-Lapu, Mandaue and Tolédo, 6; Ne i i
. a1 ; 6, Negros Oriental with the citi i
Canlaon and Dumaguete, 3; Siquijor, 1; Cebu City, 2. o citles ofB-als,

Region VIII: Leyte with the cities of Ormoc.and Tacioban, 5; Southern

- Leyte, 1; Eastern Samar, l;‘Northern_ Samar, 1; Samar with Calbayog City

Region IX: Basilan, 1;Sulu, 1; Tawi-Tawi, 1; Zaraboan ith t}
" A :awl-lawl, 1 angadel Norte
cities of Dapitan and Dipolog, 2; Zamboanga del Sur witgh Paga':.ian w(;lt:; f]:l-]e

) Za;nboanga_ City, 1.

Region' X: Agusan dél Norte with-Butaan Gity, 1; Agusan del
. san del No: vE , 1 an del Sur, 1;
Bukidnon, 2; Camiguin, 1; Misamis Occidental with the cities of Oroquieta;

7




Ozamis and Tangub, 1; Misamis Orjental with Gingoog City, 2; Surigao del
..Norte with Surigao City, 1; Cagayan de Oro City, L.~ -
* RegionXI: SurigaodelSur, 1;Davaodel Norte, 3; Davao Oriental, 1; Davao
-del Sur, 2; South Cotabsto with General S8antos City, 3; Davao City, 2. -

. Region XII: Lanao del Norte, 1; Lanso de! Sur with Marawi City, 2
Maguindanao with Cotabato City, 2; North Cotabato, 2; Sultan Kudarat, 1;

Digan City, 1. (Sec. 1, Ordinance Appended to Const.)
" Any province that may hereafter be created or any component city that may
hereafter be declared by or pursuant to law as a highly urbanized city shall be
entitled in the immediately following election to at least one Member or such
* number of Members as it may be entitled to on the basis of the number of the
inhabitants and on the same uniform and progressive ratio used in the last
preceding apportionment. The number of Members apportioned to the province
out of which thé new province was created or where the new highly urbanized city
is geographically located shall be correspondingly adjusted by the Commission,
but such adjustment shall not be made within one huridred twenty days before

theelection.  (Sec. 2, BP Res. 112, Id)

SEC. 25. Voting by province and its component éities, by bighly urbanized city
or by district in Metropolitan Manila.—All candidates shall be voted at large by

the registered voters of their respective ¢instituencies. The candidates -

correspondingto the number of Member or Members tobe elected in a constituency

who receive the highest number of votes shall be declared elected.. (Sec. 5, BP -

69 , :

SEC..26. Sectoral® répresenfatives.—There ehall be three sectors to be
represented in the Batasang Pamibansa, namely: (1} youth; (2) agricultural
labor; (3) industrial labor whose representatives shall be elected in the manner
herein provided. Each ‘sector shall be entitled to four_representatives, two of
whom shall come from Luzon, one from Visayas, and one from Mindanao:

“ Provided, That the youth sector shall be entitled to two additional sectoral
representatives who shall be elécted from any part of the country, ~(Sec, 4, BP
697 - .- o ,
SEC. 27. Scope of the sectors.—The agricultural labor sector covers all persons
who personally and physically till the land as their pringipal occupation. Tt
includes agricultura] tenants and lessees, riral workers and farm employees,

‘owner-cultivators, settlers and small fishermen. (Sec. 5, BP 697)
The industrial iabor sectorincludesallnon-agricultural workers andemployees.

' The youth sector embraces persons not more ‘than twenty-five years of nge.

(Sec. 5, BP 697) - ’

SEC. 28. Selection of sectoral representatives.—Not later than twenty days
-after the election of provincial, city or district representatives, the most

* representative and generally recognized organizations or aggroupments of
members of the agricultural labor, industrial labor, and youth sectors, as .

attested to by the Ministers of Agrarian Reform and of Agriculture and Food, the

l . . . . 8

* 8éctoral representative,

“Minister of La% and Employment, and ti;e Ministers of Local Government and

aforementioned o izati : :
Sooter. _organizations "’f. aggroupments the representatives of each

.- (a) The extent of membership and -detivity of | oo
aggroupmernt which Shouldbenatil:mal; 'dct.l\nty °f the organization or

B ) Theresponsiveness ofthe oreanizatia : Tecibicn.
. espirations ofita sector; o ESTOupmenttothelegitimate
-1 - () The militancy and-conaisté'n v of - . )

R £ ‘ ‘ cy of the organization or ) i
:ﬁpousmg the cause and promoting the welfare of the sectorm:tpem: ot
“ that of the whole country;. . - . - .- Co. nt with

.

ang e o: servgpce by such orgamzation or aggroupment of the rule of law:

o (e) Other aﬁalogous facto}'s.'

. . The President of the Philippines shall i s writi ’ Y-
] » In writing, noti
General of the Batasang Pambansa of the appomhnegntnl;ﬁ g;e hslsna:fmag;
. Except as herein othér{visé.p}oi}ided sect , : )
_ ; in » 8ectoral
same functions, responsibilities, rights, privilege:pmm qua]jﬁt::ti:;oe:sg:na;lgizme

* fications as the Tepresentatives from the provinces and their component cities

h‘ighly urbanized cities or dist::ict,g of Metropolitan Manila. (Sec. 6 BP 697)

ARTICLE IV.~—ELECTION OF LOCAL OFFICIALS

© . SEC. 29. Regular elections of local officials.—The electio ofpmvin‘cial, city

and municipal officials whose positionaare provided for by the Local Government

. Code shall be held throughout the_Phﬂipbinqs in the manner herein prescribed

on'the first Monday of May; Nineteen h . T .
day every six years thereafter.. = . undred afld ”Fh""‘?‘ and on the-same _

-

officials elected shall assime office on the thirtieth day of June net,

" 'The
. following the election and shall hold offise for s i
shall have been elected andzuafif‘iie::ﬂc el yere an.duntfl Hheirsuccessars

il local incumbent officials whosé tenure of offics shall exgire on March 23 |

e IBSQ shallholdoffice until Jiine 30,1986 orunti] their successorsshall havebeen
'without just canse,  (New)

elacted and qualified: Prautded._’_l‘hr_:tlﬂigy cannot be suspended or removed

. a




SEc 30. Component and highly urbanized cities.—Unless their respective
charters provide otherwise, the electorate of component cities shall be entitled
to vote in the election for provincial officials of the province of which it is a part.

The electorate of highly-urbanized cities shall not vote in' the election for
provincial officials of the province in which it is located: Provided, however, That
no component city shall be declared or be entitled to a highly urbanized city
status within ninety days prior to any election. (New) - s

ARTICLE V.—ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE
REGIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE -
AUTONOMOUS REGIONS

SEc. 31. The Sangguniang Pampook of the autonomous regions.—Region IX
and Region XITin southern Philippines shall each have a Sangguniang Pampook .

"to be composed of twenty-seven membeérs end ghall include seventeen

" representatives elected from the different provinces and cities of each region,
and sectoral representative each from among the youth, agricultural workers,
and non-agricultural workers (industrial labor) of each region to be selected in

the manner herein provided whose qualifications and disqualifications &re the -

same a3 Members of the Batasang Pambansa. .

‘The'Presideﬁt shall appoint an additional saven-representétives in each

* region whenever in his judgment any other sector is not properly represented in

the Sangguniang Pampock as a result of the electjong. (BP 229} "

SEc. 32.. Apportionment of members of the Sangguniang Painpook.—The
Members of the Sangguniang Pampook of Region IX and of Region XII shall be
~ “apportioned g follows: . ‘ . _ ‘ .
Region IX: Basilan, one (1); Suly, three (3); Tawi-Tawi, one (1); Zamboanga
. del Norte including the cities of Dipolog end Dapitan, four (4); and Zamboanga
del Sur, including the City of Pagadian, six (6); and Zambeanga City, two (2); '
Region XII: Lanao del Norte, two (2); Iligan City, one (1); Lanao del Sur

including the City of Marawi, four (4); Maguindanao including the City of
Cotabato, four (4); North Cotabato, four (4); and Sultan Kudarat, two (2). (Sec,

6, PD 1618} - o

8EC. 33. Election of members of Sangguniung Pampook.—The candidatesfor

-the position of eventsen representatives to the Sangguniang Pampook of region

IX and of Region XII shall be voted at large by the registered voters of each
province including the cities concerned. © ’ : :

' The candidates corresponding to the number of member or members to be

elected in a constituency who receive the highest

‘ : number of votes shall be
declared elected.  (Sec. 1, BF 229). St :

SEC. 34. Selection of sectoral nprtsantd:iﬁe;.—;l‘he P\:eqident,sh‘ali, within

thirty days from the convening of each S8angguniang Pampook, appoint the

10

E o'fﬂdals shall be held throughout the Philippines in the manner herein pre-

sectoral representatives on recomm«.andation of th fan .
r a e Sangguniang P

after t-iua _consultation w1t.l_1 ‘the most representative and geuergl];i ?ezgoglr;uazgg
orgdamzahor{s or aggrupations of members of the youth, agricultural workers
:;I:d :;Eéagn:iultuéaull;orker; aés attested by the Ministers of Local Government
' Education, re and Sports (youth), Ministers of Agrarian Ref;

.°f Agriculture and Food (agricultural wor];ere), and Mi}r\g:ber of Laob?:l:::g
.Employment (pon-agnculhxral or industrial Iabor). - :
. The President of the Philippines shall in writine notif ke

resic _ ting notify the Speaker of

Sangguniang Pampook of each regi e oppoi E B of
et nong Pampack region of tl?.e apponhafment m_ade. by him of any

: - The sectoral i-epres:;’ntativeé ghall hav\;. t.he ame. ‘o
o+ Th 0 ntati ) same functions, responsibilitie;
Sl ;:ghts, prt;w_leges, quahﬁcatwn_s and disqualifications as the electige prlmlri;cieasi
s o o oy e Tt el
andi f ang Pampock in the immed; ecedi
. e!eg:tlnon shall be appointed as sectoral representative. GVeu; ately preceding

Sk, 35. Filling of vacancy.. ing ion to i
- { cy.—Pending an election to fill & vacan ising
g:em‘ gnytcause in the Sanggln_llang Pampoak, the vacancy shall be ﬁlzdabr;s:gg
, ore ::p :;1' y tu:pm;1 rc;;:omme;:dahon of the Sangguniahg-Pampook' Provided, That
intee shall come from th ince or ) i
ity _(Sec. 5, BP50) om the sa;npt province "".' sector of the member being

" SEc; 36. Term of office. —The om inia o
erm . present members of the Sangguniang Pa
of eacl_n of R.aglon IX and Region XII shall continue in office until Junge 36’11:![7;;16‘
'm:du?e‘“ successors shall have been elected and qualified or appointe;l and
- antept ill'l:c::)e caa:eof 5:}?0&31 members. They may not be removed or replaced -
oxcept In _lqws{dm. nce wi e internal rules of smd.agsembly‘o.r provistons of

t . Theelection of members 6t; the Sanggumang Pax;l e two regi .
. e ; re S ; pook of the t ;
b;,,b?ld simultaneously with the local elections of 1986, Thos'ew;?;ﬁﬁﬁg
: elections shall have a term of four years starting June 30, 1986. - -

" Those elected in the election of 1990 to b i '
108 e held simultan i
elections of Members of the Batasang Pambansa shall hl::v}e 2 tee::‘;s gs‘:’; t;lé:x]:

w

*._ ABNCLE VL—ELECTION OF BARANGAY OFFICIALS
BEC. 37. Regular election of barangay officials:—The election for barangay

. scribed-an the second Monday of May Ni ' : her
" the same day every six yons srapsy Nineteen hundred end sighty-sight and an

The officials elected shall. assume office on the thirtieth day of Jand next

. following the election and shall hold office for six years and until their successors

Q- . shill have been elected and qualified.
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Such official ballots shall, before they are handed to the vober;lat thilﬁ:ﬂ'hn(gi :
place, be authenticated in the presence ot“ the voter, by b:: e ?I:h br;:.:d
representatives of the candidates and t:he chairman and members : Ane'ballo
of election teliers who shall affix their signatures t}t theback thereof. Any
which is not authenticated shall be deemed spurious. .

- iss] all provi ballot boxes for
. 44, Ballot boxes.—The Commission shall provide t.he: £
eag l():m:lgay polling place, but each ¢andidate may be permitted tp prowde- a
padlock for said ballot box, ' )

: l . i y jon.— for any serious cause
. 45. Postponement or failure of election.—When for an ous c
sm:shE is violenoel,wtgrrorism, loss or destruction of election paraphernalia or

records, force majeure, and other analogous causes of such nature that the

holding of a free, orderly and honest election sho.'uld-beeolfae impossible in ar_lg .
barangay, the Commission, upon a verified petition of an n"tterest.ed.pal“ty Ta]
after due,notice and hearing at which the interested parties are given equa
o;iporttmity to be heard, shall postpone the election therein for sucb time as it
may deem necessary. = -

If, on acéount of force majeure, violence, terrorism, fraud or other analogous

causes, the election in any barangay has not been held on the date herein fixed *
o r

: nded before the hour fixed by law for the closing of tllie voting
t‘ihr::':smbz!é z‘:xigefailure or suspension of election would affect the resug: of the
election, the Commission, on the basis of venﬁgd petition of an mteres_te part_';{i
and after due notice and hearing, at which ﬂle_mterestqd partles ar: Eve:; m
opportunity to be heard shall call for the holding or tontinuation of the el "
within thirty days after it shall have verified and found that the canse or eq:tszr
for which the election has been postponed or suspendegl have ce_:ast;d blt:;n :
upon petition of at teast thirty pert_:'ent of the registered voters in the barangay
concerned. .

When the conditions in these areas warrant, upon verification by the

miss iti i ' istered voters
ission, or upon petition of at least thirty percent of the registere .

go;lze ba::lr‘xgay ogncep:led,;it ghall order the holding of the barangay election
which was postponed or suspended. .. T o

arang ' rs ¢ Commnissic sﬁallcorisﬁhﬁ.e
SEC. 46. B ay board of canvassers—(1) The Commission
aboard of canvassers at 1éast seven days before the election in each barangay,
to be composed of the sepior public elementary school teacher in the barangay a8
* chairman, and two.other public elementary school teachers, as m@hﬂ.

i i ié inadequate, the
In case the number of public elementary school teachers is inade
Commission shall designate the chairman and members of the bargngay board‘

* of canvassera from among the board of election tellers.

¢ ' assers immediately in a building
2) The barangay board of canvassers shall meet imme 1 A .
wh(eze apgllingpliii isfound and whichis most ognh‘pl]yl@ted inthe b;.r;ngt;y ;
and after canvassing the results from the various polling places within.the

barangay, proclaim the winners. The board of canvassers shall accomplish the

14
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" certificate of proclamation in triplicate on a form to be prescribed by the
Commission, The original of the certificate shall be sent to the election registrar” -
concerned, the second copy shall bedelivered to the secretary of thesangguniang

" bayan or sangguniang panglunsod, as the case may be, and the third copy shall -

‘be kept on file by the secretary of the sangguniang barangay.

(3) In a barangay where there is only one polling place, the bafangay board
of election tellers shall also be the barangay board of canvassers. -
SEC. 47. Activitiesduring the campaign period.—During the campaign period,
the punong barangay if he is not a candidate, or any resident of the barangay
designated by the Commission, shall convene the barangay assembly at least

" once for the purpose of allowing the candidates to appear at a joint meeting duly

called, upon proper and with at least two days notice, to explain to the barangay
voters theirrespect.iveprogramof administration, their qualifications,and other

" information that may help enlighten voters in casting their votes,

The members of the barangay ‘assembly may take up and discuss other.

' matterg relative to the election of barangay officials.

SEC. 48 Watchers.—Candidates may.appoint two watchers each, to serve
alternately, in every polling place within the barangay, who shall be furnished
with a signed copy of the results of the election, in such form as the Commission

, may prescribe, immediately after the completion of the canvass.

SEC. 49. Inclusion and exclusion cases.—Inclusion and exclusion cases which °
shall be decided not later thgn seven days before the date of the election shall be

* within the exclusive original jurisdiction of the municipal or metropolitan trial

court. The notice of such decision shall be served to all parties affocted within =

Awenty-four hours following its promulgation and any party adversely affected

may appeal therefrom within twerity-four hours to the regional trial court which
shall finally decide the same not later than two days before the date of the
election, ' ' : ’ i

SEC. 50. Funding—Local governments shall appropriate suchfunds to defray
such necessary and reasonable expenses of the members of the board of election

* . tellers, board of canvassers and the printing of election forms and procurement
of other election paraphernalia, and the installation of polling booths.

SEC: 51. Penglties.—Violations of any provisionsof thig Articleshall constitute
prohibited acts and shall be prosecuted and penalized in accordance with the

» Provisions of this Code,

- ARTICLE VIL.—THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS

SEC. §2. Powers and functions of the Commssion on Elections.—In acic'li'tlfun.

tothepowers and functions conferred upon ithy the Constitution, the Cornmission -

thall have exclusive charge of the enforcement and ‘administration of all laws "

. Telative to the conduct of elections for the purpose of ensuring free, orderly and * *
honest elettions, and shall: : oL e

15
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(a) Exercise direct and immediate supervigion and control over national and

. local officials or- employees, including members of any national or local law

enforcement agency and instrumentality of the government required by law to

perform duties relative to the conduct of elections. In addition, it may authorize -

CMT cadets eighteen years of age and above to act as its deputies for the purpose
of enforcing its orders.’ : ‘ . . o
The Commission may relieve any officer or employee referred to in the

" preceding paragraph from the performance of his duties relating to electoral

processes who violates the election law or fails to comply with its instructions, -
orders, decisions or rilings, and appoint his substitute. Upon recommendation

ofthe Commission, the corresponding proper authority shall suspend or renrove
from office any or al] of such officers or employees who may, after due process,

be found guilty of such violation or failure. ’

L) During the period of the campaign and ending tl'nrty days t.'hereaﬂ.e}, ’
when in any area of the country there are persons committing acts of terrorism

to influence people to vote for or agsinst any candidate or political party, the
Commission shzll have the power to authorize any member or members of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines, the National Bureau of Investigation, the

. Integrated National Police or. any similar agency or instrumentality of the

government, except civilian home defense forces, to act as deputies for the
purpose of ensuring the 'hold_ing of frea, orderly and honest elections.

() Promulgate rules and régulations implementing the provisions of this

Code or other laws which the Commission is required to enforce and administer,

and require the payment of legal fees and collect the same in payment of any

-, business donein the Commission, at rates that it mdy provide and fixin its rules
* and regulations. o .

Rules and regulations promulgated by the-Commission to.implement the
provisions of this Code shall take effoct on the sixteenth day after publication in
the Official Gazette or in at least two daily newspapers of general circulation..
Orders and directives issued by the Commisdion pursuant to said rules and
regulations shall be furnished by personal délivery to accredited political parties
within forty-eight hours of issuance and shall take effect immediately upon
receipt.  (Sec. 3(b), 1971 EC} ' : g :

In case of conflict. between rules, regulations, ordérs or directives of the
Commission in the exercise of its constitutional powers and those issued by any
other administrative office or agency of the government concerning the same.
matter relative to electiond, the former ghall prevail.” (Sec. 185(b), 1978 EC)

. {d) Summon the parties to a controversy pendihg:beforé it, issue subpoena -

and subpoena duces tecum, and take'testimony in-any investigation or hearing

- before it, and delegate such power to any officer of the Commission who shallbe
mermobér of the Philippine Bar. In cake of failure of a witness to attend, the
Commigsion, upon proof of service of the subpoena to said witnesses, may issue

8 warrant to arrest the witmess and bring hifa before the Commission or the
officer before whom his attendance is required. ’ ' .

Any controversy submitted to the Commission shall, after compliance with

the requirements of due process, be immediately heard and decided by it within

16

sixti . i
b B et ot e r et e e

: . ¢ en dbanc or by divisi, . ",
session Properly_convened'for,the purpo{se. e ‘unless feken up in a formal

.’ma 3 . ) )
or e ﬁz:::z:ff?on may, when necessary, avail of the assistance of any national
7 local 1 recement agency and/or instrumentality of the government to

e L .
xecutory decision, order or ruling of the Commission shall constitute contempt

"“(g)'Preséribe the forms to be- used i |
o] o e fo ‘used in the electi
{‘j{?"e"d.“m-,_ (Sec. 185()?, 1978_EC,' with amendmeuts)e o

, ,Gl)"Pr’éclir'e'ahy supplies, equi : '

.- (b} Procy  Supplies, equipment, material i

f:::::?tﬂgof“,: Ehh‘;iilg&l;ir:x hy public bidding: Pmmded,s’f‘;xra:e E&l:ﬁiiig&ie
ents of public g impractical to observe; then by § iati |

b;fls, and in both cases, the aceredited parties ghall btydzfyg:t;iitéz‘ll? or .sealed

A p_lebiscibe or

vy

- devices, taking into aceount the situation prevailing in the area and the funds

_ Slean, free, orderly and honest electoral processes,

| available for the purpose: Provided, That the Commission ghall notify the

autiorized representatives of gecredi iti
A ted political parties and cand; i
;:;-;ga] ﬁecﬂtsd by the use o adoption of technological and elé:::lron‘;:?id;\?etees ot
rty days prior to the efféctivity of the use of such devices, ?stoct

general circl!.iatibn; radios and other media forms to educate the public and fully

' rata:about. election laws "proced igi i
Matters relative to the work and duties of the Camn:::;nd::;} 31:1: h:cneis:tt;lz:’

‘ - ‘ (Sec. 185(%), 1978 EC)
(k) Enlist non-partisan groups or organizations of citizens from the civig

youth, pr‘-ofessiqnal, edx_xca-twna], business or labor sectors known for ‘their

.. A Before Election Day: N . SRR
1. Undertake ap information campaign on salient features of this Code

17
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. (i} Prescribe the use or adoption of the Iatest technological .a.nci ‘el:ectmr'lic '
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. and help in the dissemination of the orders, decisions and resolutions
of the Commission relative to the forthcoming election, C

. of voting age, not otherwise disqualified by law may be registered.

. Help cleanse the list of voters of illegal registrants, conduct house-to-
house canvass if necessaary, and take the appropriate legsl steps

towards this end. T .o R
. Report to the Commission violation':?' of the provisions of this Code dn
" theconductofthe political campaign, election propaganda and electoral
expenditures. . ’ oL '
. On Election Day:
1. Exhort all registered voters in their respective areas to go to their.
pollirig places and cast their votes. h
. Nominate one watcher for aecréditation in each polling p'laee‘a.m} each
" place of canvass who shall have the same duties, functions and rights -
as the other watchers of political parties and candidates. Members o

Commission except its lone duly accredited watcher, shall not be

desire, stayin an area atleastfifty meters away from the po[lingpia_.ee. )
. Report to the peace authorities and other appropriate agencles all
. instancesof terrorism, intimidation of voters, and other sintilar attempts
, to frustrate the free and orderly casting of votes. - :

organization by the Commission.

The designation of any group or organization made in accordance herewith
may be revoked by the Commission upon notice and hearing whenever by its
actuations suchgroup or organization has shown partiality to any political party
or candidate, or has performed acts in excess or in contravention of the functions
and duties herein provided and such others which may be granted by the

Commission. . ] , .

(1) Conduct hearings on controversies pending before it in the cities or
provinces upon proper motion of any party, taking into consideration .the
materiality and number of witniesses to be presented, the situntion prevailing
the area and the fund Pvailahle for the purpose, (New) -1 -

(m) Fix other reasonable periods for certain pre-election requirements ifi

order that voters shall not be deprived of their right of suffrage and certaini
" groups of rights granted thein in'this Code.  (Sec. 185(c), 1978 EC)

Unlessindicated in this Code, the Commission is hereby authorised to fithe

appropriate period for the various prohibited acts enumersted herein, consistent

with the requirements of free, orderly, and honest elections. (New) -

SEC. 63. Field offices of the Commission.—The Commission shall have the
following field offices:" : : . : C

18

. Wage a registration drive in their respective areas so that all citizens

units of any citizen group or organization so designated by the

. nllowed to enter any polling place except to vote, and shall, if they so .

-4, Perform such other furictions as may be entrusted to su._c'h.vgroup ur '

" that in no case shall a re

(1) Regional Election Office, headed by the Regional Election Director and

assisted by the Assistant Regional Director and such other subordinate -

officers or employees as the Commission may appoint..

 (2) Provincial Election Office, headed by the Provincial Election Super-
visor and assisted by such other subordinate officers’or employees as the
C_omm.ission may appeint.. o S

" . (3) CityMunicipal Election Office, headed by the City/Municipal Election

Registrar who sha]l be assisted by an election clerk and such other employees

.as the Commission may appoint. .
Lo N L]

" The Comlznission may delegate its powers and functions or order the
- implementation or enforcement of its orders,
heaf_.i_s of its field offices.  (New)

, Tulings, or decisions through the

SEC. 54. Qualifications, —Only members of the Philippine Bar shall be eligible’

~ - . for appointment to the position of regional director, assistant regional director,’

provincial election supervisor and election registrar: Provided, however, That if
there are no members of the Philippine Bar available for appointment as election

of law, liberal arts, eduéation or business administration who possess the

" .appropriate civil service eligibility may be appointed to said pesition. -. {Sec, 77,

1978 EC, with athendmentg)

- SEC. 55. Office space.—The local gove.mmenti concerned shaﬁ r'o\.rid
E . e
‘suitable place for the office of the provincial election supervisor and his staff ang
the election registrar and his staff: Provided, That in case of failure of the local
government concerned to provide such suitable place, the provincial election.

'".-supervisor or the election registrar, as the case may be, upon prior authority of

the Commission and notice to the local government concerned, may lease

- ... another place for office and the rentals thereof shall be chargeable to the funds
. ofthelocal govemment concerned.” (Sec. 76, 1978 EC, asamended by PD 1655) -

SEC. 56. Changes in the composition, diatriﬁmion or assignment ‘of field

. offices.—The Commiission may make changes in the composition, distribution

.

-and assignment of field offices, as well asits personnel, whenever the exi i
Bt Tid s y exigencies
‘of the service and the interest of free, orderly, and honest elaction sonrgf;uife:

. Provided, That such changes shall be effective and enforceabls only for the

 duration of the election period concerned and shall not affect the té office

i e pe €1 I e tenure of office

fﬂ' the incumbents ofpo_mt.mns affected and shall not constitute a demotion, either
in rank or salary, nor result in_ change of status: and royided, further, That_

- " ‘thera shall be no chariges in the composition. di i i ithi
. the _ position, distribution or assignment within-
thirty daysbefore election, _exce{)tfor cause and after duenotice andhearing,and .
. gional or assistant regicnal director be assigned toa
- Tegion; a provincial elaction superviscr to a provinee; or a city or h?uﬁicipal'

elaction registrartoa city or municipality, where he and/or his spou
i , r his spouse arerelated
to any candidate within the fourth civil degree of consanguinity or affinity as the

‘ Casemaybe.  (Sec. 185(d); 1978 EC, with amendments) . -

BEC. 67. Measures to ensure enforcerment.—For the effective enfc.)rclement‘ of

.t.he Provisions of this Cods, the Commission {s further vested and charged with

:'-.19
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i . vegistrar, exceptin cities and capital towns, graduates of duly recognized schools







tative should at least be eighteen and not be more than twenty-five years of age
on the day of the election: Provided, however, That any youth sectoral
representative who attains the age of twenty-five years during his term shall be
entitled to continue in ofﬁce until the expiration of his term.

SEC. 65. Quai:ﬁcatwns ‘of elective iocai officials.—The quahﬁcatlons for
elective provincial, city, municipal and barangay officials sha]l bethose prov:ded
for in the Local Governmént Code. ~ (New) ~

SEC. 66. Candidates fg@ldmgappqmtwe office or position.—Any person holding
a public appointive office.or position, including active members of the Armed
Forces of the Philippings, and officers and employees in government-owned or
controlled corporations, shall be considered ipso facto resigmed from his office
upon the ﬂlmg of his certificate of cnndldacy '

8EC. 67. Candidates holding elegtive office. —Any elective official, whether

national or local, running for any offite other than the one which he is holding -

in a permanent capacity, except for President and Vice-President, shall be

considered ipso factOTeslgned from hm office upon the filing of his certificate of -

candidacy.

SEC. 68. 'Disqualifwations.—Any candidate who, in an action or protest in
which he is a party is declared by final decision of a competent court guilty of, or
found by the Commission ofhaving (afgiven money or other material consideration

.to influence, induce or corrupt the voters or public officials performing electoral
functions; (b) committed acts of terrérism to enhance his candidacy; (¢} spent in
his electmn campaign an-amount in excess of that allowed by this Code; (d)
solicited, received or made any contribution prohibited under Sections 89, 95, 96,
97 and 104; or (e) violatedany of Sections 80, 83, 85, 86 and 261, paragraphs g,
e, k, v, and -¢c, sub-paragraph 6, shall be dlsquahﬁed from continuing as a

eandidat.e, or if he has beén elected, from holding the office. Any person who is..

a permanent resident of or an immigrant to a foreign country shatl not be
qualified to run for any elective office under this Code, unless said person has

waived his status as permanent resident or immigrant of a forelgn country in
accordance with .the res:dence regmremmt prov:ded for in the election .

laws (Sec. 25, 1971 ECJ

SEC. 69. Nu;sance candzdatu —The Commission may, motu proprw orupon’

& verified petition of an mterested party, refuse to give due course to or cancela
certificate of candidacy if :t is shown that said certificate has been filed to putthe
election process in modcery or disrepute or to cause confusion among the voters
by the similarity of the names. of the registered candidates or by other

¢ircumstances or acts which clearly demonstrate that the candidate hasnobona-

fide intention to run for the office for which the certificate of candidacy has been

filed and thus prevent a faithful determination of the true wﬂl of the -

electmatae (Sec. 26, 1978.EC).

8EC. 70, buest candidacy.—A poht.lcal party may nommate andlor support
candidates not belonging to it. (New) ’

22 .

(Sec. 12, BP697) :

.SEC. T1. Changingpolitical party affiliation.—~An eléctive official may change
8 J his party aﬂ‘ihatlon for purposes of the election nexbfollowmg his change of’ party
:within one year pnor to such elechon “(New). - :

" 8Ec. 72 Effects of dwquahf'icatwn cages and prwr;ty —The Commissionand -
the courts shall give priority to cases of disqualification by reason of violation of
this Act to the end that a final decision shall be rendered not later than seven
days before the election in which t.he dlsquallﬁcat.mn is sought.

Any cand:date who has been declared by ﬁnal Jjudgment to be disqualified
. shallnotbe voted for; and the votescast for him shall nét becounted Nevertheless, -
- * iffor any reason, a candidate is not declaréd by ﬁnaljudgment before an election
" tobedi ual:ﬁed and he is votad for and receivés the winning number of votes
4in such B?ect.lon his violation of the provisions of the precedmgsect:ons shall ot
' prevent his proclamatmn and. assumphon to office™ l”'t'l‘\(ew)

e SEC 73. Cemﬁcateofcandtdacy —Nopersonshallbeehg:blefo:anyelectwe
* - public office unless he ﬁles & sworn cemﬁcate of candidacy mthm I:he penod :
g ﬁxed herein.. . T A

TA person ‘who has ﬁled a certlﬁcate of candldacy may, prior bo the electmn
. mthdraw the same by subm:ttmg to the ofﬁce concemed a written declaratmn
" u.nderoath . Lo : wiy ,

5 " No- person shal] be el:glble for more t.han one ofﬁpe to be ﬁlled in the same
election, and if he files his certificate of candidacy for more than one office, he
- :shall nét be eligible for any of them. Howeyer, before ;he expiration of the period -
-for the filing of certificates of candidacy, the person.who has filed more than one
i - certificate of candidacy may declare under oath the office for which he desires to
: _be ‘eligible and cancel the certificate of candidacy for.the other office or offices,

" The ﬁlmg or withdrawal of certificate of candndacy shall not affect whatever
“civil, criminal or administrative hablhheswh.\ch a canchdabemay have mcurred
Co 'fSec 19, 1978EC) :
' SEC 74, ‘Conients of ceruﬁcate of candadacy —The certificate of ea.ndldaty
ghall state that the person filing it is aringuncing his candidacy for the office
“stated therein and that he is eligible for said office; if for Member of the Batasang
_Pambansa, the province, including its component cities, highly urbamzed cityor
district or sector which he seeks to represent; the pohtxca] party to' which he
-bélongs; eivil status; his date of birth; résidence; his pest office address for al] °
“election purposes: his profession or occupation; that he will support and defend |
tha Coristitution of the Philippines dnd will maintsi#i'true faith and allegiance
.- ."théreto; that he will obey the laws, legal orders; and decrées promulgated by the
N du]y constituted authorities; that he is riot a permatiént resident or immigrant -
"'t0’ @ foreign country; that the obligatisn imposed’by his oath ‘is assumed
- _-' Voluntanly, without mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that thefacts
stated in the cert:ﬁcate of candidacy are true to thd best of his kiowledge. -

Unless a candxdabe has crﬁiually changed his name through acourt approved
Droceedmg, a candxdate shall use in a certificate of candidacy the name by wh:ch




b DR AN A e B

Tl fm, Wb TPt PN T D 1 O

-

he has been baptized, or ifhe has not been baptized in ariy church or religion, the
name registered in the office of the local civil registrar or any other name allowed
under the provisions of existing law or, in the case of a Muslim, his Hadji name
after performing the prescribed religious pilgrimage: Provided, That when there
are two or more candidates for an office with the same name and surname, each
éandidate, upon being made aware or such fact, shall state his patemal and
maternal surname, except the incumbent who may continue to use thename and

surname stated in his certificate of candidacy when he was elected. He may also

include one nickname or stage name by which he is generally or popularly known

- inthe locality. £, e

11“!

The person filinga certlﬁcate of! candxdacy shall also afﬁxhls latest photograph,:

passport size; a statement in'duplicate containing his bio-data and program of-

government not exceedmgwone hundred words, if he so desn‘es (Sec 20, 1978
EC) i ot AT T

Tate

SEC 75. F;lmg and distnbutwn of certificte of candzdacy —The cert:lﬁcabe of

candidacy shall be filed on any day fram.the commencement of the eleétion period

. butnot later than the day beforé the beginning of the campaign peried: Provided,

That in cases of postponement or failure of election under Sections 5 and 6 hereof,
no sdditional certificate-of candidacy shall be accepted except in cases- of
substitution of candidates as prowded under Section 77 hereof,  ° .
Thecerhﬁcabes ofcandldacy for President andV:ce-Presxdentof the Phjhppmes
shall be filed in ten legible copies with the Commission which shall order the
printing of copies thereof for distribution to all palling places. The certificates of
candidacy for the other offices shall be filed in 'duplicate with the offices herein

- below mentioned, together with a number of clearly legible copies equal to twice

the number of polling places in the province, clty, district, mumclpallty or
barangay, as the case may be: .

(a) Forrepresentativeinthe Batasa.ng Pambansa, w1t.h t.he Commission, the
provincial election supervisor, city election registrar in case of highly urbanized
cities, or an officer designated by the Commission hawng jurisdiction over the
province, city or representatave district who shall send copies therof to allpolling
places in the province, mty or dlstnct o .

" (b) For provincial ofﬁces, Wlth t.he provmclal election supemsor of the‘
provmce concemed who ghall send copies thereof to all polling places in the

provmce

(c) For clty and mumclpal ofﬁces, mth thecityor mumclpal election registrar

who shall send copies thereof to all polling places in the city or municipality;and -

(d) For punong barangay or kagawad% wnggunmng bamngay, the
certificates of candidacy shall be filed in accordance vnt.h the- pmw.slons of
Section 39 of Article VI of this Code. ‘

The duly authorized rece:vmg officer shallimmediately send the ongmal copy
of all certificates of candidacy received by him to the Commission.  (Sec. 24

" 1978 EC and Sec. 29, 1971 EC)

24

. certlﬁcat.e of candldacy

*8EC. 76: Ministerial duty of recewmg and . acknowledging receipt.—The
Commisgion, provincial election supervisor, election registraror officer designated
by:the Commission: or the board of election inspectors under the succeeding.
section ghall have the ministerial duty to receive and: aclmowledge receipt of the
(Sec 25, 1978 EC) a

SEC . Candldatea in case of daath, dxsquahﬁcatwn or thhdrmual of .
another.—If after the last day for thefiling of certificates of candidacy, an official
-candidate of a registered or accredited political party dies, withdraws or is
_ disqualified for any cause, only a person belonging to, and certified by, the same
pohtlca] party may file a certificate of candidacy to replace the candidate who -
dxed withdrew or was disqualified. The substitute candidate nominated by the -
pohtneal party concerned may file his certificate’ of eandidacy for the office
affected in accordance with the preceding sections not:later than mid-day of the .
“day of the election. If the death, withdrawal or disqualification should occur

" . between the day before the election and mid-day of election day, said certificate -

may be filed with any board of election-intspectors i the political subdivision
wherehe is & candidate, or; in the case of candidates to be voted for by the entire
elecwrabe of the country, with the Comtmsslon (Sec 28, 1978 EC) S

SEC 78." Petition to deny due course to or cancel & oemﬁcate of candr.dat.y -
A verified petition seeking to' deny due course or. to cancel a .certificate of
candidacy maybefiled bygny person exclusively on the ground that any material-
represéntation’contained therein as required under Section 74 hereof is false.
- The petition may be filed at any time not Jater than twenty-five-days from the .
fime of the filing of the certificate of candidacy and-shall be decided, after due

_ ndtme and hearmg not later than fifteen days before'the election. - -

' ArmIciE: X—CAMPAIGN AND ELECPION )
C _PROPAGANDA - _ . .

) SEC ‘79 Defimtww.—As used in this Code

" Aa) The term eanchdate’ refers to any person Aaspiring for-or seelung an

- elective public office, who has filed a certificate of candidacy by himself or

* through an aecredited political party, agg:roupment, or coalition of parties; -

.., (b) The term elechon campaign® or “parhsan pohhcal activity” refers to an.
act designed to promote the election or defeat of a partlcu}ar candxdate or
cand1dat.ea toa pubhe office which shall mclude ok

(l) Form.mgorgamzahons assouahons. clubs comm:btees or other groups of
persons for the purpose of sohcxtmg votes; andfor undertakmg any campaign for
or agmnst a cand:date e . ; ’

(2):Holdmg pohhcal caucuses, conferences, me,et.mga, rallies; parades, or

. of.her gimilar assemblies, for the purpoge of sohcitmg votes and/or undertahng

any eampmgn or propaganda for or against a candxdate. o

25
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(3) Makingspeeches, announcements or commentaries, orholdinginterviews
for or agamst the elect:on of any cand1date for public ofﬂce,

4) Pubhahmg or msmbuhng campmgn Tliterature or matenals deslgned to
support or oppose the electwn of any candldate or .

- (5) Directly or md.u-ectly sohcltmg votes, pledges or support for or against a ‘

candxdnt.e . )

The foregoing enumerated acts 1f perfomed for the purpose of enhancing the
chances of aspirants for nomination for candidacy to a public office by a politieal

party, aggroupment, or coalition of partaes shall not be considered as elsctmn '

) campmgn or partlsan electxoh actmty

Pubhc expremons or opuuons or d:acussmns ofprobable issuesin aforthcommg_

election or an attributes of or criticisms against probable carididates proposed to

be nominated in'a forthcoming pohtacal party convention shall not be construed
. a8 part of any election campalgn or, partisan pol:tlcal act.thy contemplated

under t.l'us Article. ~ .. . S .

SEC, 80 Election cam,pa!.gn or parttsan pol:twai activity outside campa;gn

period.—It shall be unlawful for any person, whether or not avoter or candidate, *

or for any party, or association of persons, to engage in an election campaign or
partisan. political activity except.during the campaign period: Provided, That

_political parties may hold political. ponvent.lonl or meetings to nomingte their
official candidates within thirty days before the commencement of the campaign
period and forty-five daysfor Presidential andVlce-Pres:dentlal election. ( Sec.
35, 1978 EC) '

SEC 81. Intervention of forezgners —It shall be unlawful for any farexgner.
whether juridical or natural persen, to aid any candidate or political party,
directly or indirectly, or take part in or influence in any manner any election, or
to contribute or make any expenditure in connection with any elect.mn campmgn
or partisan poht:cal activity.  (Sec. 36, 1978 EC) :

SEC. 82. Lmuﬁd election’ pmpaganda —Lawful elechon propaganda shall
mclude

(a) Pa.mphlets leaﬂets, cards, decals, stickers or other written or printed
materials of a size not more than elght and one-half mchzs in width and fou.rteen
inches in lerigth; - -

- (b) Handwrittan or pnnted letterl urg'lpg vot.ers to vote for or against any
particular, eandxdabe. v o N :
(c)- Cloth, paper or cardboard posters, whether framed orposted with an area

not exceeding two feet by three feet, except that, at the site and on the occasion

.ofa public meeting or rally, or in announcing the holding of said meeting or rally;

streamers not exceeding three feet by eight faet in size, shall be allowed:

‘26 -
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* Propided, That said streamers may riot be displayed except one week before the

dateofthe mesting orrally and thatit shall be removed within seventy-two hours

'.aber said meeting or rally; or

"(d) All other forms of electwn propaganda not pro}nbited by ‘this Code as the
Commission may authorize after due notice to all interested parties and hearing

" * where all-the interested parties were given an equal opportunity to be heard:

Provided, That the Commission’s suthorization shall be published in two-

newspapers af general circulation throughout the nation for at least twice within
one week after the authonzanon has been grnnted 3 _(Sec. 37, 1978 EC)

"'

SEC 83, Remaval destmctwn or defacement o lcwﬁd election pmpaganda ]

.- prohibited.—1t shall be unlawful for any person during the campaign period to

remove, destroy, obliterate, or in any manner deficé 67 tamper with, or prevent
the distribution’ oflawﬁ:l election propaganda (Sec 40, 19?8 EC}

SEC 84 Reqmrements for pubhshed oF printed election pmpagandm—Any

newspaper newsletter, newsweekly, gazette or magazine advertising, posters,

pamphlets, circulars, handbills, bumper stickers, streamers, simple .list of

o candldates or any published or pnnted political matte\‘ foror agamsta candidate

words “paid for by” followed by the true and correct name and address of the
payor and by-the words “printed by” folloWed by thé true and correct name and

! address of the prmter (Sec. 38, 1978 EC)

SEC 85. Proh:bued forms of electwn pmpaganda =it shall be unla.wful

(a) To pnnt publizh, post or d.lstnbute any poster, pamphlet. circular,

" handbill, or printed matter urging voters to vote for or against any candidate
* " "unléss they bear the names and addresses of the prmter and payor as requu-ed
‘in Section 84 hereof; : RS '

;. (b) To erect, put up, make use of, ‘att.ach ﬁoat or display any billboard,_

' hnplnte-postzr, ballooris and the like, of whatever size, shape, form or kmd,

adverhmng for or against any cand:date or pohtlcal party;

~ {e) To purchaae manufacture request, dlstnbute or accept electora]

.. propaganda gadgets, such as pens, lighters, fans of whatever nature, flashlights;
-. . athletic goods or materials, wallets, shirts, hats, bandanas, matches, cigarettes
- . @nd the like, except that campaign supporters accompanying a candidate shall
be'allowed to wear-hats and/or shirte or T-shirts advertising a candidate; -

' 1(d) To show or display puf)licly ‘any advertisement or propaganda for or
against any candidata by means of tinematography, audio-visual units or cther
8créen projections except telecasts which maybe alléwed ashereinafter provided;

- (e)- For any .radio broadcastmg or telev:swn stat:on to. sell or give free of
charge air time for campaign and other political purposes except as authorized

27
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in this Code under the ruleu and regulahona promulgated by t.he Commmsmn .

pursuant thereto.

. Any prohibite'd election propagandngadget or advertluement ghallbe stnpped.
confiscated or torn down by the representative of the Commission upon speciﬁc
authority of the Commission. - (Sec. 39, 1978 EC modified) -

BEC, 88. Regulauon of election propagauda thmugh mass medta —(a) The
Commiasion shall promulgate rules and regulation regarding the sale of air time
for partisan politieal purposes during the campaign period to insure that equal
time as to duration and quality is available to all candidates for the same office
or political parties at the:eame rates or given free of charge; that such rates are

- reasonable and not higher than those charged other buyers or users of air time
for. non-political purptdwes;‘that-the provisions of this Code regarding the '
Umitation of expenditures by candiddtes and poHticsl parties and contributions
by private persons, entities and institutions are effectively enforced; and to
encure that eaid radio broadeastingsand television stations shall riot unduly
allow the scheduling of any:program 6t permit any sponsor to manifestly favor
or oppose any candidate or.political party by unduly or repeatedly referring toor
ihcluding said candidatéiandfor political party in such program respecting,

however, in all instances the right of said stations to broadcast accounts of_

'sxgniﬁcant or newswroﬂly events and v:ews on matters of pubhc mterest..

(b) All contracts for adverhsmg m any newspaper, magazme, penbchcal or
a.ny form of publication promoting or opposing the candidacy of any person for
public office shall, before its implementation, be registered by said newspaper,
magazine, periodical or puhheahon with the Commission. In every cass, it shall
be signed by the candidate concerned nrby the duly aut.honzed representahve
of the pohtwal party.

(c) No franchise or penmt to operata a radic or televlmon station shall be
grant.ed of issued, suspended or caneelled during the election peried. -

Any rad:o or telovision station, including that owned or controlled by tha
Government. shall give free of charge equal time and prommence toan accredited
political party or its candidates if it gives free of charge air time toan accredmd

. Violation of the rules and regulations of the Commission issued to 1rnplement.
thls section shall be an electnon offense pumshable under Section 264

- hereof' (New)

SEC 81. Rallws, meermgs and oﬂur pohtwai actwmes —Sub_]ect to the

: requlrements of local ordinances on the issuance of permlts, any political party

supporting official candidates or any candidate mdmdually or jointly with other
aspirants may hold peaceful political rallies, meetings, and ‘other similar
activities during the campaign period:::Provided,~That all applications for

permits to hold meetings, rallies and other similar pajitical activities, receipt of .~
' “which must be acknowledged in writing and ‘which application shall be
- immediately postedin a conspicuous place in the city or municipal building, shall

be acted upon in writing by local authorities concerned within three days after
the filing thereof and any applicaiton not acted upon within said period shall be

" deemed approved: and Provided, further, That denial of any application for said .

permit ghall be appealable to the provincial election -supervisor or to the.
Commission whose decision shall be made within forby-eight hours and . which
ahall be final and executory: Provided, finally, That the only justifiable ground
“for denial is a prior written application by, any candidate or political party for the

",- same purpose has been approved. . (Set. 43, 1978 EC)

o

SEC. 88. Publu: rally. --Any pohtlcal party or candidate shall notlfy the

RN © election reglstrar concerned of any public rally said political party or candidate

“-intends' to organize and hold in the cit} or municipality, and within seven

" working days thereafter submit to the eléttion registrar statement of expenses
: mcu.rred in connectlon theremth (Sec 42 1978 EC) .

SEc B89, Transportatwn food and drm.ks —lt shall be unlawﬁ:l for- any ;
. éandidate; political party, organization, or any person to give or accept, free of
,charge, directly or indirectly, transportation, food or drinks or things of value
during the five hours before and aftér a public meeting, on the day precedmgt.he
. election, and on. the day of the election; or to give or contribute, directly or

"in.direct‘.ly, money or th_i!';gn of value fo[ such purpose. . {Sec. 44, 1978 EC)

S L o

SEC 0. Comelec space —The Commlssmn ghall procure spaceinat least one

3 ‘ pohhcai party or 1ts eandldatea for pohhca] purposes o newspaper of general circulation in evety provihce or city: Provided, however,
o [ That in the absence of said newspaper, publication shall be done in any other
el In all mstancea, the Commnsmn shal] supemsa the use and employment of
A press, radio and television facilities 80 as to give candidates e qual oppo rtinities - . magazme or periodical in said province or city, which shall be known as *Comelec
il under equal circumstances to make known their qunhﬁcat:lom and their stand . Space” wherein candidates can announce their candidacy. Said space shall be
i { on public issues within t.he hm1ta set forth in this Code on e}ectmn spending . :lk;?dt:?e?;;f:ﬁ:?&:ﬁ?\gg:ﬂfﬁ;‘:x?y b{::::cﬁf:::éms}os';:?;nﬁ;;lsl
LIy (Sec. 41, 1978 EC) _ LB paper :
5 il aug'l‘;lrei:ya:ig t;eifu:m;: El::ﬁmtt‘;:efﬁ't{t t:: g’em;?‘:e:::ﬂ d:\yn d:;;nfhg SEC 91 Comelec poster area. —Whenever pract.lcable the Commission shall
1 i _ publication in at least two daily newspapers of general circulation. Prior to the - :;’::nd:':}‘lfr‘:f: ::: dl::i‘nvt:ie for mmm"c: p“dt’er ma:':;“““g;ﬁ:"”&“ e“dl: :
51 i * effectivity of said rules and régulations, nopolitical advertisement or propaganda + - posters, said space tobehk::nnse a“°‘mte d?:'lee oi fmchﬂ;e e‘;’“ ai ﬁ a:;‘;ﬁ
i iE I for or against any candidate or politieal party shall be published or broadcdst by th:s’c om ml‘;smn wmone o) the ::: Sidetes wme;ﬁgfq (I\i '")1 mp ¥
;é_; ‘ through the mass media. New) = R i ne .,- w.
! S
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SEC. 92. Comelec time.—The Commission shall procure radio and television.

" time to be known as “Comelec Time” which shall be allocated equally and

impartially among the candidates within the ares of coverage of all radio and

" television stations. For this purpose, the franchise of all radio broadcastingand
. television stations are hereby amended soas to provide radio or television time, - -

free of charge, during the period of the campaign.  (Sec. 46, 1978 EC)

SEC. 93. Comelec iriformaﬁo;: bulletin:—The Commission sﬁal] cause the

printing, and supervise the dissemination of bullstins to be known as “Comelec
Bullstin® which shall be of'such size-a# to-adequately contain the picture, bio-’
data and program of government of every candidate. Said bulletin shall be
disseminated to the voters or displayed in such places asto give due prominence

thereto. Any candidate may reprint at his expense, any “Comelec Bulletin"upon - -~ ..
prior autherity of the Comxnission; Provided, That the printing of the names of

the different candidates'with theirrbio-data must be in alphbetical order
irrespective of party affiliation. feia . A

.o T L .
ARTICLE XI.—ELECTORAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND
S EXPENDITURES )

SEC. 94. Definitions.—As used in this Article:

(a) The term "cpntribﬁtion'; includes a gift, donation, ‘subscription, loan
advance or deposit of money or anything of value, or contract, promise or
agreement to contribute, iwhether or not legally enforceable, made-for the

purpese of influencing the‘results of the elections but shall not include services _' e
rendered without compensation by individuals volunteering a portion er all of -

their time in behalf of a eandidate or political party. It shall also include the use
of facilities voluntarily donated by other persons, the money value of which can

be assessed based on the rates prevailing in the area. . L

b) T‘he"terrﬁ “éxpendiiﬁre"iﬁcludes the paymepi or dé].iirery of meney or

anything of value, or a contract, promise or agreement to make an eéxpenditure,. - Lo
for the purpose of influencing the results of the election. It shall also include the --

use of facilities personally gwned by the candidate, the money value of the use

of which can be assessed based on the, rates prevailing in the area. -

T© The term “person” includes’ an individua), partnership, committee, '

association, corporation, andany othér organization or group of persons. - (Sec.
GotemEe e T

Skc. 95. Prohibited cdrﬁriﬁ&;iénsf%No contributiori for purposes of partisari * - :

political activity shall be _r:r":gq'_gie direétl__'jr'of indiyect!y by any of the following:

() Public or private finAncial institutions: Provided, however, That nothing .
herein shall prevent the making of any loan to a eandidate or political party by . .’
any such public or private financial institutions legally in thebusiness of lending.

-money, and that the loan is made in accordance with laws and regulations and
in the ordinary course of business; ‘ ‘ : . '

30
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>, -{b) Natural and juridical peraqné operating public utility or in possession of

or explgiting any natural resources of the nation;

" (¢) -Natural and juridical persons who hold cori't:racts of. sub-éontrﬁe'ts.to

" supply the goverriment or any of its divisions, subdiyisions or instrumentalities,

- ' with goods or sgrviee_s or to perform construction or.other works;

R () hllatural andj}n'idim] persons whohavebeen granted ﬁ‘anchisét.s,incent.i\'res,
- . exemptions, allocations or eimilar privileges or concessions by the government

_or any of ita divisions, subdivisions or instrumentatlitips, inctudin
- owned or controlled corporations; L BT ggw?mfner.‘t-

o0
LN

e _(é)' Natural and juridical persons Who,'lwithjn oné year prior to the date of t.h-e. )
=, election, have been granted loans or other accommodations in excess of P100,000

by the government or any of its divisions, subdivisions or instrumentalities

. iﬁgludmg government-owned br controlléd corporations;

-

(ﬂ Educationgal jnsﬁmﬁons which. have received , t.s i
amounting to no less than P100,000.00; #- . w gra.n of public funds

": (g) Officials or employees in the Civil Service,-or members of the Armed

. Forces of the Philippines, and .

' _"‘-V(h) Foreigners and fdreign corporations. H

‘ L

It shall be unlawful for any persdn to solicit or receive any cont.-r‘i..but.ion from

Z.of thfa persons or entities enumerated herein. -(Sec. 65, 1978 EC) -~

SEC." 96. Soliciting or receiving co}ttribuﬁous'frd;u foreign sources.—It s}-la;il
beinlawful for any person, including a political party or public or private entity

+ to solicit or receive, directly or indirectly, any aid.or-contribution of whatever
. form or nature from any foreign national, government or entity for the purposes

,"gfimfluencing the results of the election!’ (Sec. 67, 1978 EC)

SEC. 97. Prohibited réisin,g Affu};ds '—':It shall be unlawful for any .
U A : g ‘ y persbn to
hold dances, lotteries, cockfights, games boxing bouts, bingo, beauty contests, -

T entertainments, or ‘cinematographig, theatrical or other performances for the

purpose of raigsing funds for an election campaign or for the support of any

‘candidate from the commencerient of the election. period up to and including

election day; or for any person or organization, whetlier civicorreligious, directly

er lgdirect!y,—to solicit and/or accept from any candidate for public office, or from

. his campaign manager, agent or representative, or any person acting in their

- behalf, any gift, food, transportation, contribution or donation in cash or in kind

from the commencement of the election period up ts dnd including election day;
. Provided, Thatnormal and customary religious stipends, tithes, or collections on -

, - Bundays .and/or other designated collection days, ‘are excluded from - this

¢ 7.7 prohisition.  (Sec. 64, 1978 EC)-

" SEC. 98, True name of coniributor réi;u.izvd.iNéipérson' shall make anj'

qot\lh‘it_mtion inany name except his own nor shall any candidate or treasurer of

317

A T e e




H

T ST

e T R LJETEE A h

R e R T S S S UL DR,

-,

- contnbutmn and the date of the coninbuhon

political party.

a political party receive a contnbut:on or enter or recerd the same in any name
ot.her than that of the person by whomjit was actually made (Sec 66 1978 EC)

.SEc. 99. Report of oonxnbutwns ——Every person giving contributions to any
candxdnt.e treasurer of the party, of authonzed representative of such candidate
or treasurer shall, not later than thirty days after the day of the election, file with

the Commissiona report under oath stating the amount of each contribution, the .

eht of the candidate or political party receiving the
(Sec 88, 1978 EC)

name of the candidate,

SEC. 100. Limuatwns tfzpon expenses of candidates,—No candxdate ghall
spend for his election campaign an-sggregate amount exceeding one peso and
fifty centavos for everyvoter currently registered in the constituency where he
filed his candidacy: Provided, That the expenses herein referred to ‘shall include
those incurred or caused-td be incurted by the candidate, whether in cash or in
kind, including the use, rental or hire of land, water or aircraft, equipment,

" facilities, apparatus and paraphernai:a used in the campaign: Provided, further,
 ‘That where the land, water or. axrcra':ﬂ., equipment, facilities, apparatua and

paraphernalia used is owqqd by the ca.nd:dabe his contributor or support;er the
Commission is hereby empovwered to’ ‘assess the amount commensurate with the
expenses for the use thereof, based on the prevailing rates in the Tecality and
shall be included in the t.otal expenses incurred by the candidate. . (Sec. 51
1978 EC) - .
the )q ;

SEC. 101, Lumtatwn upan e.rpenses of political parties. A duly accrednted
political party may spend | ror the election of its candidates in the constituency or
constituenciea whereit had 6fficial candidatesan agg'regate amountnot exceeding
the equivalent of one peso and fifty centavos for every voter currently registered
therein. Expenses incurred by branches, chapters or committees of such political
party shall be mcluded in- t.he computatmn of the total expendltures of the

o

. Expenses incurred by other political partles shal] be consxdered as expenses -
. of their respective individual candidates and subJect to limitation under Section

100 of thls Code.  (Sec. 52 1 978 EC)

- "sEC. 102 La.wful expenduures —To carTy out the object:ves of t.he preceding

sectigns, no candidate or treasurer ofa pohtxcal party shall, directly or md.nrectly, :

make any expenditure exce.pt. for the-following purposes:

(a) Fortravelling expenses of the candldates and campaign personnel in t.ha
course of the campaign and for personal expenses mcndent thereto;

(b) For compensation nf~campmgners, ‘clerks, stenographers ‘messengers,
_and other | persons actually employed i in the campaign;. . ’

{c) For belegraph and telephone tolls, postage, frelght and express delwery

"{e): For omphyment of wat.chers at the polls, .

(f) Forrent, maintenance nndfumishingofcampaignheadquarters, oﬂ’ice or
place of meetings; :

(@ Forpolitical meetings and rallies and the use o of sound systema hghts and -
deoorahom during said meetings and ralliea, :

. () For newspaper, radio, television and other public adverhsementa

@) For employment of counsel, the cost of which shall not be taken into
account in determining the amount of éxpenses which a candidate-or yolitica.l
-party may have incurred under Boctinm 100 and 101 hereof;

() Forcopying and clauiﬂying list ofvotaﬂ inveaﬂgahng and ehallanging :
* the right to vote of persons registered in.the Hata the cost of which shall not be -

" taken into account in determining the amount of expénses which a candidate or’

poliﬂcal party mayhavo incurred under Bections’ 100'and 101 hereof; or
(k) For printing lample ballots in sunh color, si:e ‘and maximurh numbér as

- may be authorized by the Commission and the cost of such printing shall notbe
" taken into account in determining the efnount of expenses whicha cgndidateor

political party may have incurnd undar Sections 100 and 101 hereof

_(Sec. 58,
1978 EC) '

'SEC. 103. Persons authorizcd to incur electwn e:pend:tures —No person
"' except.the candidate, the treasurer of a political party or any person authorizéd -
. by mich candidate or treasurer, ghall make any expenditure in support’ of or in
oppesition to any eandidate of political party. Expend:tures duly authorized by
- “the candidate or the treasurer of the party shall be consxdered as expendxt.ures
of such candidate or pobhcal party.

The authority to incur expenditares shall bein wnt:mg, copy of which shall be
furmshed the Commission signéd by the candidate or the treasurer of the party
‘and ehowing the expenditures so authorized, and shall state the full name and
exact address of the person so: desngnabed (Sec 54, 1978 EC)

' SEC.. 104. Profubued danatwus by caudxdates, !reasurtrs of partus or theu-
agenta.--No candidate, his or her spouse or any relative within the second civil ' _
degree -of consanguinity or afﬁmty, or his campaign manager, agent or
--representative shall during the campaign period, on the day before and on the
‘day of the election, directly or indirectly, make any donation, contribution ér gift

" " in cash or in kind, or undertake or contribute to the construction or repair of

_roads, bridges, schoolhouses ,puericulture centers, medical clinics and hospitals, -
' churches or chapels, cement paveménts, or any stnicture for publicuse or for the
-use of any religious or civic organization: Provided, That normal and customary *
. -religious dues or contributions, such as religiousstipends, tithes or collections
-on Bundays or ether designated collection days; as wall as periodic payments for
" legitimate scholarships established and school contributions habitually made
before the prohibited period, are excluded from tha prohibition.

|
‘:3 : charges;
¥ i "The same prohibition applies to treasurers agents or repreuentatwes of‘ any
ﬁ i . m&:ii)ldﬁ‘or statxonery. pnnung and dlstnbutxon of pnnbed matters relative to pclitica] party:  (Sec. 68 1978 EC) ! .
S 3 B
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EC. 105. Accoitnti b ents of candidate or treasurer. A-Every person
recsel:fing?:ontnbuhon:%r 1{1catfmng expenditures by authority of the candidate
or treasurer of the party shall, on demand by the candrdabe or treasurer of the
party and in any event within five days after receiving such contribution’ or
incurring such expenditure, reridet to the candidate or the treasurer of the partJ{
concerned, 8 detailed account thereef with proper vouchere or officia

receipts.  (Sec. 55 1978 EC)

. BEC. 106 Records of conmbutiom and expenduures «{a) It shall be. t.he
duty of every candidate, treasurer of the political party and person acting under
the authority of such candidate or treasurer to iggue a receipt for every

ot

_contribution received and to obtain and keep a recelpt. stating the pamculare of

every expenditure made.
(b) Every candldete and treasurer of the party uhall keep dat,eiled full, and

d by him
* aceurate records of all contributions received and expenditures incurre
- and by those acting under his authority, sett.mg forth therem all mforma.taon
" required to be reported i . )

(c) Every cand.rdate and treasuxer of the party shall be responsible for the
preservation of the records of contributions and expenditures, together with all
pertinent documents, for at lenst three years after the holding of the election to
which they pertain and for their production for inspection by the Commission or
its duly authorized representative, or upon presentation of a subpoena duces
tecum duly issued by the Commissien. Failure of the candidate or treasurer to
preserve such records or documents shall be deemed prima facie evidence of

. violation of the provisions of th:s Arhcle {Sec. 56 1978 EC).

| SEC. 107.. Statement of eomnbutwns and expenddures -Every candidate

and treasurer of the padlitical party shall, not later than seven days, ot earlier

than ten days before the day of the election, file in duplicate with the office

_indicated in the following section, full, true and itemized, statement of all

contributions and expenditures in connection with the elecuon

Within t.h:rty days after the day of the electmn, sald candldabe and tremrer

. shall also file in duplicate a supplemental- -statement of all contributions and

expenditires not included in the statement filed prior to the day of. the

' election. (Sec. 57, I978 EC) |

SEC 108 Place for filing statemenrs —The st.atement.s of contnbut.mns and
expendltures shall be ﬁled as follows: . -

(e) Thoseof candidates for President and Vice-PTGSIdent withthe oomm.msmn

bansa, with the '
(h) Those of candldat,es for Metabers of the Batasang Pam .
prevmc:al election supervisor concerned, except those of candidates in the

" National Capital Region wh:ch shall be filed with the regional election director

of said region. -
(¢} Those of candxd.at.es for prevmclal oi’ﬁces w:t.h the provmcml electlon
supemser concerned. ’ ! .
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(d) Those of candldetes for city, municipal and barangay oﬁices, w1th the

- election registrar concerned.

Ifthe statement is sent by mm! it shall be by reg:stered mail, and t.he date of
which it was registered with the post office may be considered as the filing date -
t.hereof if confirmed on the same date by telegram or radiogram addressed )

to thae offica or official with whom the statement should be ﬁled

The provincial election supervisors and electmn registrare concerned shall
“within fifteen deys after the last day for the filing of the statements, send to the.
Oommlselon duphcate coples ofall etatements filed with them. (Sec. 58 1 978
EC mod;ﬁed) ’

" 8EC. 109. Form and contents ofstatement —The statement shall be in wnt.mg,

-’ gubscribed and sworn to by the candidate or by the treasurer of the party, shall

 be complete as of the date riext preceding tha date of filing and shall set forth in
'/ detail (a) the &mount of contribution, the date of receipt, and the full name and

- gxact address of the person from whom the. contribution was received; (b) the
- amount of every expenditure, the date thereof, the full name and exact address
: of the person to whom payment was made, and the purpose of the expenditure;

{c) any unpaid obligation, 'its nature and amount, and to whom said obhgimon

- .i8 owing; and (d) such dther particulars which the Commission may reqmre

.‘Ifthe candidate or treasurer of the party has received no contribution, made -

" no expendlture, or has no pending obhgatlon t.he statement shall reﬁect such

fact. (Sec 59, 1978 EC’)

SEc 110. Preservation and mspectwn of statements.—All étatements of

' contnbutlons and expenditures shall be kept and preserved at the office where

they are filed and shall conshtm;e part of the public records theéreof for three
years after the elect.lon to which they pertain. They shall not be removed
.” therefrom except upon order of the Commission or ofa competent court and shall,
durmg regular office hours, be subject and apen to inspection by the public. The
“‘officer in-charge thereof, ‘shall, on demand, furnish certified- copies of any
statementupon payment of the fee prescnbed under Sectwn 270hereof. (! Sec
60 1978 EC) .

SR It ahallbe the duty of the Comrmsmen to examine all statements of contribu- -

" tionsand expend.ntures oféandidates and politieal partiesto detemune comphance

: ': mth the prewslone of this Article. (New)

-, SEC. 111 Effect of fadure to file statement. —In addition to other sanctions -
prtmded iri this Code, no person elected to any public office shall enter upon the

" duties of his office until he has, filed the statement of eontnbutxons and '

expendltures herein required.

 The sarne prohibition shall apply if the poht:ca! party whxch nominated the
wmning candidate fails to file the statements required herein thhm the penod
prescn'bed by this Code.  (Sec. 61, 1978 EC modified} :

SEC 112, Report of contractor and business firms. -‘—Every person or firm to

' whom any electoral expendlture is made shall, within thxrty days after the day

35 .
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of the elaction, file with ﬂiq Oommia"sion_a report setting forth thefullnames and

exact addressss of the candidates, treasurers of political parties, and other
- persons incurring such sxpenditires, the nature or purposs of each expenditure,

the date and costa thereof, and such other particulars as the Commission may.

reguire. The report ehall be signed and sworn to by the supplier or contractor, or
. in case of a business firm or association, by its president or general manager.

- 1t shall be the duty of such person or firm to whom an electoral expenditure
is mads to require svery agent of a candidate or of the treasurer of a political
- party to present writtenauthority, to.incur alactoral expenditures in behalf of
. such candidata or treasurar, and to keep and presarve at its place of business,
" subject to inspection: by the Commissiori- or:its .authorized representatives,
coples of such written authbrity, contracts, vouchers, ifiveicesand other records

and documents ralative td'nid'e'i,rp'e;‘-n’ditu_;:e‘s'i"qpn”pei:i_qd‘_gf ﬂ;_rag years aftarthe . .

" date of the election to which they pertain.”-

Tt shiall be unlayAul for any supplier, cnntractor or busifiess firm toenterinto - -

tontract involving election expenditures with représentatives of candidates or
political parties without such:written authority, . (Sec. 69, 1876, EC) © -

i

-

| ammicie XIUREGISTRATION OF VOTERS. .

"8EC. 113, Petmanent List of Voters. —Ar Pre I
No. 1896 to the contrary notwithstanding, the list of voters prepared and used
" in the election of Members of the Batasang Pambanta ofi May 14, 1984, with such

- additions, cancellations and corréctions as may hereafter be made in actordance
-edch. city or municipality;_as_tha casemaybe,unb] 1996.-: @ " -
- For purposes of the next foﬂpﬁﬁg""gfééﬁéni the Commission, through the

.election registrars, shall assign the proper precincts and polling places to the -

registered voters in said list. Writtén tioticeof anty such:change shall ba made to

* the affected voters within two weeks theréfrom.. -~ .7 . .. ¢ C

_ SEC. 114. Renewdl of the Permanent Ijiét.g-{lﬁé'list'of voters prepared in
accordance with the preceding section shall be renewed in nineteen hundred and

_ -ninety-six and every twelve years thereafter.” " (New): '~ .. -~ '

SEC.. 115. Necessity of Registration.—In order that a qualified elector may-
vote in any elsction, plebiscite or referendum, he must be registered in the

. permanent list of votars for the city or municipality in which heresides.  (Sec.
-8, PD,. 1986, as amended). Cee e ) . Do
BEC. 116. Who may be registered in the list.~—All pergonis having complied

" with the requisites herein prescribed for the registration ‘of voters shall be
registered in the list, provided they possess all the qualifications and none'of the

-disqualifications of a voter. Those who failed to register in the election of 1084, -

-for afiy reasen whatsoever, may registerin accordance with the provisions of this
Code, Any person who may not have on the date of registration the age or period

—Any provision lof- 'Presid.e."ntiﬁl Decree

-with the provisions of this Code, ghall constitute the permanent list of votersin -

o herofof_eache!ectionprecinctsh
. seventh Sun_day,_snxth Saturday and sixth Sgnd_ay‘ preceding the date:of the *

of residence requiret.:l may also be regj ; . . '
sid eq egistered upon proof that ite

election, Plebiscite or referendum he shall have such qualiaﬁc:rtlithg dmJeSc' ! the

PD, 1896, as amended) - . AU wns. (Seczd,

' l,":,ﬂf:]nyb{;)ersm'n who tr:a_n’sfei-é rgsidence to another c_itjh munic‘ipal'i_ty or co:mh'y
wm{ei;paszp of his occupation; p'rofession; employment in private or public
; educa 1ona1 activities; work in mjlitary or naval reservations; service in

- shall be dee is origi i ' :
-amn@gd) m‘edlno-t to have lo_st."lns ongmal reslde.nce‘ {Sec. 5, PD 1895, as
SEc. 118, Digqualfm:io’ns.;Thefollowing'sha'ubedisquaxiﬁedf;&r;voﬁ'ng.
(8) Any person who has been sentenced by final jud.gment'bé suffer

«r - - - imprigonment for not less than’one year, such disability not having been

remoqed'by.plenal y par don Qr 4 all.te(l a. 'Ilesty..Pr!‘J l(i (i owever, 1 ha‘, an
. ) d BT m . videq, h 1] > y
. . 5 . ' y
'])El §0N dlﬁquahfled to vote _ulldel thls pa _gl'apll Shall automat.x'cally' ]eaquile

. . the right to vote upon expiration o'fﬁve_ Years after service of sentence.

. (tl:-). ﬁij p:;slt:: v?;‘; has be:r;ee:idjud'ggd b} final Jjudgment by competent;col;l;t

] f- commi any crime involving disloyalty'to
;constituted government such as rebellion ition, vielasior. ot Sy
: ; . , sedition, violation of i-
' _:eu::t:er::o; ﬁ:}d ﬁrea.nps laws, Or any crime against national sec:rit;h eu:l?a?s
_ is full civil anid political rights in accordance withlaw: Provided,

* That he shall regain his right to vote automatically upon expiration of five years

after service of sentence.

] (é) Ipsanéorihmmpetent, ors . ’ Cot e .
102, 1971 BC; Sec. 75 1978 Epg ;Txﬁ;redbycompefemauth?nty‘ (Sec.

g .. SEC. 119 Pmpamtionofthe anent list o . epn
g . Sec1s. parat 1ite permanent list of voters.—For the preparati
e the permanent list of voters in nineteen hundred and ninety-:ix ‘:m: e‘\)rg:;

twelve yearsthereafter, the board of election inspectors referred toin Article XTIV

- [

all hold four meetings on the seventh Saturday,

" “for rc':gigh-aﬁon. (Sec. 100, RA 180, as amended)

... SEC. 120. Preparation of the list before other reguiar ‘ele‘étions.—Fdr'me

-Preparation.of the list before ‘other régular elections, the board of election

~~ InBpectors of each election precinct shall meetin the polling place on the seventh

" and sixth Saturdays before the day of the election. At theae meetings, the board

~ - ghg e !
U .a'll prepare and certify eight copies of the list of voters of the correspending

37
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precinet tra'nsferriﬁgtheret'o the names of the voters eppearing in the iia‘t used.’
in the preceding election and including therein such new qualified voters as may-

- apply for registration, as provided in Section 126 hereof. {Sec. 101, RA 180, a8

" ame

. i SEC. 121‘..: Pr.epamtio}: of the list before any }pe'cidl_electian, plebiscite or
referendum.—For the preparation of the list of voters before a special election,’

plehiscite or referendum, the board:of elections inspectors of each -election.

. precinct shall hold a meeting in the polling place on -the gecond Saturday -
following the day of the proclamation calling such eléction. At this meeting the -
board shall tranefer the names of the voters appearing in the list used in the

_ preceding élection and enter those of the newly registered voters. (Sec. 102, - .’

" .RA 180, as amended)

- SEC. 122, Transfer of names of voters from the permanent list to the current
one.—The transfer of the names of the voters of the precinct nlready registered
_ in the list used in the preceding election to the list tobe made as provided forin
the two preceding sections is a ‘ministerial duty of the board, and any omission’
of error.in.copying shall be corrected mofu proprio, or upon petition of the
. interested party, without delay and in no case beyond three days from the time
- guch error is notice; and if the board should refuse, the interested party may .
spply for such correction to the proper municipal or metropolitan trial court
which shall decide the case without delay and in no case beyond three days from
the datethe petition isfiled, The decision of the proper municipalor metropolitan
" trial court shall bé final and unappealable in whatever form or manner. (Sec.
103, RA 180, as amended) | .- o N ,
To facilitiate the transfer of names of voters, the election registrar shall
deliver the book of voters to the board of election inspectors on the day before the

registration of voters, to be returned after the last day.of registration. - ".(New)

SEC. 123. Cancellation ond exclusions in the transfer of names—In
transferring the names of the voters of the precinct from the list used in the
preceding election to the current Yist, the board shall exclude those who have
applied for the c_ancellatior'f of their registration, those who have died, those who'

did not vote in the immediately preceding two successive regular elections, those

whe have been excluded by court orders issued in accordance with the provisions
of this Code, and those wha have been disqualified, upon motion of any member

of the board or of any elector or watchet, upon satisfactory proof to the board and -
upon summons to the voter in casesof disqualification. The motion- shall be -

decided by the board without delay and-in no case beyond three days from its

. filing. Should the board deny the motion; or fail to act thereon within the period’
herein fixed, the interested party may apply for such exclusion to the municipal

or métropoelitan trial court which shall decide the petition without delay and in
o case beyond three days from the date the petition is filed. The decision of the
court shall befinal. The poll clerk shall keep arecord of these exclusions and shall
furnish three copies thereof to the election registrar who shall, in turni keep one
_copy and send the two other copies thereof to the provincial election supervisor
and the Commission, to be attached By them to the permanent list under this
custody. (Sec: 104, RA 180, asomended) - - . R
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».. by the'board to vote. :

- . The voter's afﬁdawt shall slso contain: thres _épecimena of

."f(‘.

+

- SEC. 124. Meetingtoclosé the .liat of voters.—Thie bo iction i '
! — ard of electi .
shall also meet on the second Saturday immediately preceding :g: gl:}?e oggl::‘-.

" - regular election, or on the second day immediately preceding the day of ‘the-

special election, plebiscite or referendum whether it b '
] election, 8¢ f e Sunday or legal holiday,
_for the purpose of making such inclusions, exclusions, and con)-,ect:iofigs 88 r‘::;yagi;

= ~* ormay havebeen ordered by the courts, stating opposite every name so corrected;

added, or cancelled, the date of the order and th ich i I
N b e court which issued the same;
and for the eonsgcutlvq numbering of the voters of the election precinc{f S.;l.r_!'le.

Should the board fail to inctude in tﬁ:lin of voters any X by

\ ] t rs any person ordered by -
competent court to be so 1.ncluded, said person shall, upon presentat];n 1:33;"
certified copy of the order of inclusion and upon proper identification, be allowed

- Should the board fail to excludefrom the list of voters a eraoi edl

_ ho ) : | om the li 5 any person ord

the court ?o'be,sct excluded, the bgar(l shall not permit said p::'eson toovb:; S:)obr);
presentation to it'by any interested party of a certified copy of the order of

¢ exclusion..’ _(Sec'Q 105, RA 180, as amended)

.SEC. 125, Re-regiitration.—A voter wha is registered in the permanent list of

5 véters néed not register anew for 'subseq i j 8
o £ s or.'subsequent elections unless he ¥ransfe
. resai‘ence to anothe_r city or municipality, or his registration has been canc'ellec!i.
. on the ground of disqualification and such disqualification has been lifted or

_removed. Likewise a voter whose registrati ) o failur

oved. c e registration has been cancelled due to fail

to vote in the preceding regular election’ may register anew in the cityu;:
municipality where he is qualified to vote. ( Sec. 132, 1971 EC; Seé. 73, 1978 .

' EC, as amended) .

"'SEC. 126. Registration of votersi—On the seventh and sixth Saturdays before

i : enth-and sixth Saturdays before.

a re.gula}r electionor on the sec9nd Saturday following the day of the proi:lfimatioh
calling for a new special election, plebiscite or referendum, any person desiririg

.. to be registered as a voter shall accomplish in tripli
7 > reg : L Y plish in triplicate before the b f
R e_lec.t;on inspectors a voter's affidavit in which shall be stated the fcllowincg,'a ;gt:: ’

. @ Name, surname, middle name, maternal surname;
() Dateand placeof birth; ' <. - R
(¢) Citizenship; B s ' o et
(@) Periods of residencein the Fhilippines and in the place of egistration;
{e): Exact.addré_s’s. with the name of the street and house number'o'; in ca.se’ .
o there is none, a brief description of the locality and the place; '
. A statement that the applicant'has not:-been’ i istered,.
; T ! € 8 A : previously'registered,:
otherwise, he shall be required to attach-a sworn appli:ﬂion' for’

" cancellation of his previous registration; and -

(& Such other. information or data which”m N
' Giesion ay .be .
Commission. © e 1" may .he. reqflxr?d by ﬂ;e

I “ B
the applicant’s;

- signature and clear and legible prints of hig left and ri d
: ! t _ ght hand thumbmarlks and .
. shall be sworn to and ﬁ.led.togefher with fur copies of the latest identification:
. photograph to be supplied by the-applicant. - o o

wlam TIY
. {255
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The oatii of thé applicant s}-xall include. a statement that he does not have any

.of the disqualifications of a voter and that he has notbeen previoqsly registered

in the precinet or in any otherprecinct. .-

‘Before the applicant accomplishes his voter's affidavit, the board of election

-inspectorsshaliappraisethe applicantofthe qualifications and_disqua}iﬁchtions

r : i lished voter's
cribed by law for a voter. It shall also see to it that the accomplis) oter’
gfiavit co:ytain all the data therein required and that the applicant’s specimen

" are properly affixed in each of the voter's affidavit.

-8EC. 127. Nliterate ordisabled applicants.—Thevoter’s a#idav?t of anhxll.lfter::he
or physically disabled person may be prepared by any relative mthru&tfe] ::ﬁ
civil degree of consanguinity or affinity or by any _lpember of the board of € h‘og
inspectors who shall prepare the afﬁdx,wit in aecqrdance with the data supplie

. N s \ - PR y
128, er's identi ion.—< identi ion ¢ard issued to the voter
:Sge. 128. Voter's identification.-—The identification c:_ard issued | .
‘ghall serve and be considered as a document for the idéntification of each .

rgg'ister? voter: Provided, Kowever, That if the voter's identity is challenged on

ecti ' i identification card, his identity may -
election'day and he cannot present his voter identifica :ard, his identity may
. be'established by the specimen signatures, the photograph or the fingerprintsin

his voter's affidavit in thé book of voters. No extra'orldi.lplicat.e copy of _t.he voter
identification cmjd'shi.all be prepared and issued except upon aui;honty of the
Cominisison. R .

' Bachi i i rdhall bear the } the . .ft:hevoterhia
... Each identification card shall bear the name and the address o Wb
date of birth, sex, civil status, occupation, his photograph, thu‘mbmgrk, the cll]t;y

‘or municipality and number of the polling place where he is registered, his

. signature, hisvoterserial number and the signature of Fhe ¢hairman of the board

of election inspectors. . -

Any voter previcusly registered under the provisions of Presidential Decree .

i i i ion card shall, on any
Numbered 1896 who desires to secure a voter 1derg't1f1ca!:10n : L.
registration day, provide, four. copies of his latest identification photograph to
the bgard of election inspectors which upon receipt thereof shall affix one copy

yereof to the V¢ avit in the : to the voter -
thereof to the voter's affidavit in the book of voters, one copy oter
. - identification card to be issued to the voter and transmit through the election
* registrar, onecopy each to theprovincial election supervisor andthe Commission.

to'be respectively attached to the voter's affidavit in their respective custody. ,

. gpo!7i29. Action by. the board of élection inspectors.—Upon receipt of the. ’

ol sy . 8 4Ty - . N H s Idataﬂ'l .-‘
ter's affidavit, the board of election inspectors shall examine the data thereln
;foit ﬁsnds that the applicant possesses all the quahﬁcai:}op_s and none of the
. disqualifications ofa voter, he shall be registered. Otherwise, .he shall not be
registered. - o N S
' Y : : i ' immedistely upon his
The name and address of each registered voter shall, 1mmed1a'be ;
re'g'ish-ation, be entered in the proper.alphabetical group.in the list aﬂt?'av;gfch
the votér identification card shall be issued to the voter. . (Sec. 27, PD 1896, as
amended) ) : .
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signatures, the prints ofhis left and right hand thumbmarks r fipfgphgt?gra_ph _

- 8EC.. 180. Provincial central file of registered voters.—There shall be a
provincial central file of registared voters containing the duplicate copies of all
approved voter's affidavits in each city and municipality in the provigge which
shall be under the custody and supervision of the provincial election supervisor.
The applications shell be compiled alphabetically by precincts so as to make
the'file an exact replich of the book of voters in the possession of the election
mwar. N . . . W . . ) s . . -

‘Should the book of voters in the custody of the elaction registrar be lost or
destroyed at e time soclosetothe election day that there is no timetoreconstitute
the sama, the corresponding book of voters in the provincial fils shall be used

. during the voting. . e '

{

8go. 181. National central file of registered voters.-~There shall also be a
national contral flle of registered voters consisting of the triplicats copies of all
approved voters’ affidavits in all cities and municipalities which. shall be
prepared and kept in the central office ofthe Commission, The applications in the

.national central file shall be compiled alphabetically according to the surnames
of the registered voters regardless of the place of registration. L

. BEC. 182, Preservation of voter's affidavits.—A copy of the affidavit of each
voter shall be kept by the board of election inspectors until after the élection -
when it shall deliver the same to the election registrar together with the copies
of the list of voters and other ¢lection papers for use in the next election. The
election registrar shall compile the voter's affidavits by precinct alphabetically
in & book of voters. The other two copies shall be sent by the board of eléction
ingpectors on the day followirig the date of the affidavit to the dffice of the
provineial election superviser and the Commission in Manila. The provincial

_ election supervisor and the Commission shall respectively file and preserve the

“Voter's affidavits by city and municipality and in alphabetical ordef of their
.surnames. The fourth copy shall be given to the voter as evidence of his °
registration. - (Sec. 28, PD 1896, as am-ended) S : '

SEC. :133. Columns in the list of voters.—The list of voters shall be arranged .
in columns as follows: In the first column there shall be entered, at the time,of
closing of the list béfors the election, a number opposite the name of each yotér
registered, beginning withniumber one and continuing in consecutive order tintil

- the end'of the list. In the second colurin, the surnames of the registered voters

shall be written in alphabetical order followed by their respéctive first niamnes,

- without abbrévigtions of any kind. In the third column, the respective résidences

of such persons with the name of the street and number, or, in casa there be none,

a brief description of the locality or place. In the fourth column, shall be entered
the periods of residence in the Philippines and inthe city or municipality. In the
Aifth-column, theré shall be entered on thé day of the election the numbers of the
balléts which were given successively toeach voter. In thesixth column, the voter
shall stamp on the day of the election the mark of the thumb of his right hand and
under said mark hia signature. And in the seventh column, the signatureof the .
chairman of the board of eléction inspectors who has handed the ballot to the "
votet, It will be sufficient that the fifth, aixth, and saventh columna shall be filled
in the copy of the list under the custody of the board of elaction inspestorswhich
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‘ 'uhali see to it that the thumbmark is ptb_.mped plainly,. (Sec. 29, PP 1896, as

amended)

(3 . - L N . . ' . ‘
SEC. 134, Certificate of the board of election ms;.uctor:s in the list of voters.— -
"Upon the adjournment of each mesting for the registration of voters, the board

ction inspectors shall close each alphabetical group of sumarqes'of voters
ggev}ve:i?iné t}iepdates on the next line in blank, which shall be forthwith signed
by each member, and, before adding a new name ¢n the same page at the next
meeting, it shall write the following: “Added at the ......... . meeting” specifylng
ifit is the second third or fourth meeting of the board, as the case may be. If the
rheeting adjourned is the last one for the registration of voters, t:.he board shall,
besides closing each alphabetical group of voters as abova provided, add at the

end of the list a certificate (a) of the corrections and cancellations made in the :

permanent list, specifying them, or that there has been none; and (b} of the total

number of voters registered in the precinct.  (Sec. 30, PD 1896, as amende_d) .

SEC. 136. Pubh'caition-of: th:e_.liat.-.éAt the first hour of the working day

" following the last day of registration of voters, the poll clerk shall deliver to the

i i i i election inspectors: -
election registrar a copy of the list certified to by the board o_f e
_ as provided in the preceding section; another copy, also certified, shall be seat to

the provincial election supervisor of the province, and another, likewise certified,

shall be sent to the Commission, in whose offices said copies shall be open to '

' public inspection during régular office hours. On the same day and hour, the poll

" clerk shall also post a copy of the list in thé polling place in & secure place on the -
door or near the same at a height of a meter and a half, where it may be

conveniently consulted by the interested parties. The chairman, poll ¢lerk and

thé two members of the board of election inspectors hall'eac_h keep a copy of the -
list which may be inspected by the public in their residence or office during .

regul i i ) i list, the
ar office hours. Immediately after the meehngfo:l- thé closmg. of f.hq list, t

poll clerk shall also send a notice to the electicn registrar, provmma} el_ect_loq
supervisor and the Commission regarding the changes and the numberingabove

. referred to, to be attached to the copy of the h:'st under their custody {Sec. 31,

PD 189, as oinended) . - _
SE:C 136. Challenge of right to register.—Any person applying for registration

" may be challenged before the board of election inspectors on any registration day

by any member, voter, candidate, or watcher. The board shall then examine the

“¢hallenged person and shall receive such other evidénce as it miay deem °

rtinent; after which it shall decide whiether the elector shall be included in or
le):cll::.{ed from the list as maybeproper. All challenges ghallbe heard and decided

without delay, and in no case beyond three days from the date the challenge was. -

made. . .

. After the question has been decided, the board of elec{i'on inspectors shall give
to each par:ly a brief certified statement setting forth the challenge g.pd‘the :

decision thereon. . (Sec. 32, PD 1896, as t_xmended)

SEC.137. Pouwer of the board of eléttion inspectors to administer oaths and
issue surmmons.—For the purpose of determining the right of applicants to be

registered as voters in"the list, the board of election inspectors shal? have the .

same power to administer cathas, to issue subpoena and subpoena duces tecum
and to compel witnesses to appear and testify, but the latter’s fees and expenses
ingident to the process shall be paid in advance by the party in whose behalf the
summons is issued. _ (Sec. 33, PD 1896, as amended) o

" "SEC. 138..Jurisdiction in inclusion ai:id exclusion cases.—~The iﬁﬁnicipai and
metropolitan trial courts shall have original and exclusive jurisdiction over all

" matters of inclusion ‘and exclusion of voters from the list in their respective

municipalities or cities.-Decisions of the municipal or metropolitan trial courts
may be appealed directly by the aggrieved party to the proper regional trial court
within five days from receipt of notice thereof, otherwise said decision of the
municipal or metropolitan trial court shall become final and executory after said
period. The regional trial court shall decide the appeal within ten days fromi the
time the appeal was received and its decision shall be immediately final and’
executory. No' motion for recomsideration' shall’ be entertained by the
courts, (Sec. 37, PD 1896, as amended) =~ - ) : B

© . SEC. 139. Petition for. incl-i.wion_'of voters. in the ﬁst.—Any person whose .

application for registration has been disappreved by the board of election
ingpectors or whose name has been stricken out from the list may apply, within
twenty days after the last registration day, to the proper municipal or’
metropolitan trial court, for anorder dirgcting the board of election inspectors to

~ includeor reinstate his hame in the list, together with the certificate of the board

of election inspectors regarding his case and proof of service of notice of his
petition upon a member of the board of election inspectors with indication of the
time, place, and court before which the petitionistobeheard. (Sec.38,PD 1896,

ag amended)

. SEC. 140, Votersexcluded through inadvértence or registered with an erroneous -
or misspelled name.—Any voter registered in the permanent list who has not

_ been included in'the list prepared for the election or who has been included .

thereirr with a wrong or iisspelled ‘name shall have the right to file an’
application on any date with the proper municipal or metropolitan trial court, for

.an order directing that his name be reinstated in'the list or that he be registered
. with his correct name. He shall attach to such application.a certified copy of the
-entry of his name in the list of the preceding election, together with proof that he

has applied without success to the boa;ﬁ of election inspectors and that he has °
served notice’ thereof upon a member of the board. "(Sec. 39, PD 1896, ab

" -8EC. 141, Change of name of registered vore,i;.'_"—_'_Any previously registered
voter whose name has been changed by reason of marriage or by virtue of a court
order may request theboard of election inspectors duringany ofitameetingsheld-

. undérﬂﬂnArﬁqla that hisregistrationinthe liat: berecorded unider his or her new

name. - . ,

SEC. 142. Petition for exclusion of voters from the list.—Any registered voter
ina city or municipality may apply at any time except during the period
beginning with the twenty-first day after.the last registration day of any election
up to and including election day with the proper municipal or metropolitan trial
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! ' lusion of & voter from the list, giving the name and residence of
' ':hog'rlt;:::rt,h:h?;recinct'in -which he is registered, and the grounds for ﬂltz
challénge. The petition shall be sworni'to an_d accompan.led by pr_oof of notice o
the board of election inspectors concerned, if the same i’ duly constituted, an
. to the challenged voters. (Sec. 40, PD 1896, as amended)- .

' ’ nmon ru ing judici ings*in the matter of
SEC."143. Coinmon rules governing judicial proceedings'in t i .
inclusion, exclusion, and correction of names of poters.—(_a) Oul;mde of regular
office hours no petition for inclusion, exclusion; or qorrechon.of riames of votgrs
‘shall be received. T ,

" . {b) Notices tothe members of the board of electiori inspectorsandto challeniged
vog:s ?hu;:?t;:eththe place, day and hour in which such petition shall be hea.rd.
and such notice may be made by sending a‘copy thereof by registéred mail or h{
personal delivery or by leaving it in the possession of a person of. suﬂicl?n :
discretion in the residence of the said person or, in the e\'rept that thtla_foregm.ng
procedure is not practicable, by posting & copy in a conspicuous place in th? city
hall or municipal building and in two other conspicucus places utxthm the mt;_r or
municipality, at least ten days prior to the day‘set_lfo.r the hearing. ‘

In the interest of justice and to afford the challenged voter évery opportunity

: etition for exclusion, the court concerned may, when the

- 'm:egzg \t;ho:el? fails to appear.in the first day set for the;hearu}g, order, t._hat‘

notice be effected in such manner and within such period of time asit may decide,

- which time shall in no case be more than ten days from the day the respondent
is first found in default.

.‘ (c) Each ﬁetition shall refer to only—gné precinct. ' o

' i i er, if t.he. court
- (d) No costs shall be assessed in these proceedings. However, ;

ghould be satisfied that the application has been filed for the 'sole purpose of

‘miolesting the adverse party and causing him to incur expenses, it may condemn.
. the culpable party to pay the costs and incidental expenses. ' - _

{e) Ar;y candidate who maybe affected by the proceedings may intervene and

present his evidence. TR S Tt _
(ﬁ ~The decision shall be based on the evidence presented. If the question is
- whether or not the voter is real or fictitious, his non-appearance on the day set

for hearing shall be prima facie evidence that the registered voter is ﬁctiﬁoué. ‘

In.no-case shall a decision be.rendered upon a st@pﬂaﬁon of facts.

{g) These 'applicationsrs'i::‘a_ll be heard and decided without delay. The decision

all be rendered within sixhours after the hearing and within ten days fromthe
A ite of its filing in court. Cases appealed to the re_g'lonal trial.court sl;q:]kbt;
decided within ten days from receipt of the appe_a} in the office of the clerk o
court. In any case, the court shall decide these petitions not later thgn the ﬁ?aly
-before the election and the decision rendered thereon sl_m]l be immediately | al
and ‘execatory, notwithstanding the provisions of Section 138 on the ﬁnahty
decisions. * (Sec. 41, PD 1896, as amended) . _
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SEC. 144. Canvass to check registration.—The election registrar shall, once -

- every two years or oftener should the Commission deem it necessary in order.to
preserve the integrity of the permanent lists of voters, conduct.verification by
mail or house-to-house canvass, or both, of the registered voters of any barangay

for purposes of exclusion proceeding@

.SEC. 145..Annulment of permanent lists of uo'ters.—fA.ny book of voters not
_prepared in accordance with the provisions of this Code oT the preparation of
which hasbeen effected with fraud, bribery, forgery, impersonation, intimidation,
force, or any other similar irregularity or which list is statistically improbable
may, zpon verified petition of any voter or election registrar, or duly registered

. political party, and after notice and hearing, be annulled by the Commission:

Provided, That no order, ruling or decision annuling a book of voters shall be
executed within sixty days before an election, R '

SEC. '146.. Reconatitution of lost or destroyed registration. records,—The .
Commission shall reconstitute all registration records which have been lost or’
destroyed, For. this purpase, .it shall.be the duty of the election registrar to’
immediately report to the Cominissionany ca seaflossor destruction of approved
applications for registration in their custody. Such reconstitution shall be made
with the use of the corresponding copies in the national or provincial central filés
of registered voters: Provided, That if this is not feasible, the registered voter -
concerned may be summonedby theelection Tegistrar toeffect such reconstitution -
by accomplishing a new application. Reconstituted forms shallbe clearly marked
with'the word “reconstituted”. . e . e

£

».The reconstitution of any lost or desfroyed application for registration shall -

- not affect the criminal liability of any person.or persons who may be respénsible -

for such loss or destruction.

SEC. 147. Examipation of regisiration records.—All registration records in
the possession of the city or munieipal election registrar, the provinecial election

supervisor, and the Commission shall, during regular office hours, be epen to
examination by the public with legitimate inquiries for purposes of election,

Law enforcement agencies shall, upon prior authorization by the Comimission,
have access to sdid registration records shall the same be necessary to, orinaid
of, their investigative functions and duties, subject to regulations promulgated .
by the Commission. ’ e N - .

SEC. 148. List of voters.~—Fifteen days ;before the date of the regular election

. or special election, referendum or plebiscite, the board of election inspectors
_ mustpost the finallist of voters in each precinct with each and every page thereof

duly signed or subscribed and sworn to by the members of the board of election
inspectors and that failure to oom'ply with this provision will constitute an

_ election offense. - :

Any'candidate or authorized representative of an ag:crediéed political party,’ ‘

" . upon formal request made to an election registrar, shall be entitled to a certified

copy of the most recent list of voters in any precinet, municipality, city or
. : o 45
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pr;wince, upon paymeni; of 'a reasonable fee as may be Prescribed by the
Cotnmission. . . . - . .

: ARTICLﬁ XI11.—PRECINCTS AND POLLING PLACES -

; ; i i —The unit of territary for the
_SEC. 149. Precincts and their establishment.
pixrpose of voting is the election precinet, and every barangay as of the approval
of this Act shall have at least one such precinct.  (New) .

. The Commission shall establish all election precincts.

The precincts actually establighed in the preceding regglgl_‘ electm}r:::all be

_ maintained, but the Commission may intmduogs such adjustments, ]:: gf::o or

. new divisions or abolish them, ifnecessary: Provided, however, Tl}utt e t'::l:l? h:{l

comprigingan election precinct ghall not be altered or anew precinct establishe .

within forty-five days before a regular election and thirty days befor_e a specia
election or a referendum or plebiscite.  (Sec. 82, 1971 EC) .

. i 'Each‘elecﬁon precinct
SEC. 150. Arrangements. of electwr;.pr'ecincts.—-(a)
shall have, as far as possible not more than three hundred voters and shall
‘comprise, as far as practicable, contiguous and compact territory.

) ' cti reci 1tai three
° When it appears that an election precinct contains more than thre
hu(:t:;red voters, tﬁg Commission shall, in the in_berest crf o'rderly ele_ct;lon, :rlld t::
order to facilitate the casting of votes, be auth.onzed todivide a premml::._no x‘aa
‘than one week after the last day of registration of vot.e_rs. But_ the pol mgl place
of all the precincts created thereby shall be located in the same building or

i ce g inct is located, and if this -
und where the polling plaés of the original precinct is lo , if t
;anlfl;: feasible, in a place as close as possible to the polling place of the-original . .

precinct: Provided, however, That the polling place of the new precinct may be

located élsewhere upon written petition of the majority of the voters of the new
precinct; Provided, further, That when a precinct is divided into two or more

precincts, the registered voters shall be included in the precinct wherein they

‘Feside, Every case of alteration of & precinct ‘'shall be duly published by posting .

a notice of any change in conspicuous location in the precinet, _and in the
municipal building or city hall, as the case may be. : .

") A municipality which hag been merged with another municipality shall

constitute at least one election precinet, if the distance betwgen the rerpotﬁt
barangay of the merged municipality and the nearest polling plm:le in efi
nunieipality to which it Hag been-hn:i_‘grg?q shall, by the shortest road, exce
Brolomars, o U C

8 A islind of group of fstands having one hundred and fifty or more voters
shall constitute a precinct.:.” . D . : .

* () 'Any alteration of the election precincts or the establishment of new ones

sh imuni : incial ‘electi isor, the provincial
ghiill be communicated to-the provineial _elect.:on BUPErvisor, :
‘:upeﬁ:tendent of schools, etc. together with the_cnrresgondmg maps, wh;;l;
'shall be published as prescribed in the Aextsucceeding sections. (Sec.83,1
EC) : )
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. SEC.-151 Publication ofmapx'orprecincts.—At least five days before tl’w.ﬁ'rét' T
registration day preceding a regular election or special election or a referendum -
or a plebiscite, the Commission shall, through its duly authorized representative,

" post in the city hall or municipal building and in three other conspicuous places

in the city or municipality and on the dodr of each polling place, a map of the city
or municipality showing its divisions into precincts with their respective
_boundaries and indicating therein all streets and alleys in populous areas and
the location of each polling place. I Lo : Lo

. These maps shall be l;ept-po'staed until a‘&er'the-election; referendum or
plebiscite.” (Sec. 84,.1971 EC) : .. ’ L

. SEC. 152. Polling place.~A polling place is the building or place where the
board of election inspectors conducts its proceedings and where the voters shall

" cast their votes: - (New)__ L

SEc. 153 Designation ‘of polling places.—The location of polling places
' designated in the preceding regular election shall continue with such changesas
the Commission may find necessary, after notice to registered political parties
and candidates in the political unit affected, if any, and hearing: Provided, That.
no location shall'be changed within forty-five days before a regular election and
thirty days before a special election or a referendum or plebiscite, except in case
it is destroyed orit carinot be uséd.  (Sec, 86, I971EC). - . -

o SEC '154. Re_qui{érﬁeni‘s'for‘ pollmg ﬁll.c‘zce.é.—Each ;iol]ing"la.lat':e shall he: aa
. far as practicable,-a groundfloor.and shall be of sufficient size to admit and

comfortably accommodate forty voters at one tiine outside the guard rail for'the

. board of elect%iol"l'iinspectoi’s';;"_the‘ pollihg place shall be located- within the' :.
territory of the precinet as ¢centrally as possible with respect to the residence of .

the voters therein and whenever possible, such location shall be along.a public ~
road. No designation of polling places shall be changed. except upon, written
petition of the majority of the voters of the precinct or agreement of all the

- political parties or by resolution of the. Commiesion upon prior- notice and .
- hearing. s T e T

.

.. A public building having the' requirements preseribed in the preceding * -

paragraph shall be preferred'as polling place. . (Sec. 87, 1971 EC)

SEC. 155. Building that shall not be uged as polling places.—No polling place
shall be located in a public or private building owned, leased, or occupied by any
candidate or of any person who is related to any candidate within the fourth civil
degree of consanguinity ¢r affinity, ot any officer of the government or leader of
any political party, group or faction, nor in any building or surrounding preriises
underthe actual control of a private entity, political party or religicus organization. . -

_ Inplacés where no suitable public building is available, private school buildings

may be used as polling places. No polling place shall be located within the .
pgrimet_er of or inside a military or police camp or reservation or within a prison
compound. (Sec. 21, BP697) . . .. Lt
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" Anyregistered voter, candidate or political party may petition theCommission
not la{er fllxan thirty days before the first registration day for the transfer of the
polling place from the prohibited buildings provided herein. Such petition shall
be heard and decided by the Commission within twenty days from the ﬁlmg of
the petition. Failure toeffect the transfer ofthe polling place after the Commission

"found it to be located in viclation of this section within the penod prescribed
‘herein shall be a ground for the. postponement of the electmn in t.he pollmg

- place concerned.

i

SEC. 156. Signsand flags ofpoihng places —On'the day of the votmg as well

ason any day that the board of election inspectors might meet, every polling place = .

belo

- ghall have in front a sign showing the number of the precinct to which it belongs

" andthe Phlhppme flag shali be hmsted at the proper hetght (Sec 89 1971
EC). . . .

SEC 157, Arrangement. and contents of polling places ——-Each polling place

shall conform asmuch as possﬂ:]e tothe skebch on the followmg page.. (Sec. 90, ‘

1 971 EC).

SEC 158. Voting booth. -—Durmg the voting, there shall be in each polling
place a booth for eEry twenty voters registered in the precinct. Each booth shall
be open on the side fronting the table for the board of election inspectors and its
three sides shall be closed with walls at least seventy centimeters wide and two
meters high. Theupper. part shall becovered ifnecessary, to preserve the secrecy
of the ballot. Each booth shall have it the background a shelf so placed that

voters. can write therein while standing and shall be kept clearly hghted by ~

artificial hghte if necessary, dunng the voting.

The Commlsslon sha]l post 1nslde each voting booth ‘and elsewhere in the
polling-place on the day before the election, referendum and plebiscite a list

containing the names of all the candidates or the issues or questions tobe voted

- for, and shall at all times during the votmg penod keep such list posted in sa:d
places (Sec 91, 1971 EC) >

SEC 159. Guard rails. ——(a) In every pollmg place there 'shalI be a guard rml
between the voting booths and the table for the board of election inspectors which
shall have separate entrance and exit, The booths shall be so arranged that they
can be accessible only by passing through the guard rail and by entering th.rough
its open s:de facing the table of the board of election mspectors

the place

(b) There shall also bed gusrd rml for the. watchers between
reserved for them and the table for the board of election inspectors and at a
distarice of not more than fifty centimeters from the latter so that the watchers
may see and read clearly during the ¢ounting of the contents of the ballots and

ges and count the votes recorded by the hoard of election mspectors member on

the correspondmg tally sheets _
(&) There shall also be, if posmble' rd rails separating the table of the

board of electmn inspectors from the voters waiting for their turn to cast their
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‘booths during the votmg b ,_r I e

’ persons who msy be thhm the pollmg place

. holdmg of t.he elect:mn

votes, with entrance and exlt to. gwe the}n orderly access to the table and the

(d) Thepolling place shall be so arranged t.hat the booth 8, the table, the ballot
boxes and the whale polling place, except what isbeing written within the bosths, :
shail be in plain view of the board of election inspectors, the watchers and other
g (Sec 92 19?1 EC)

S8Ec. 160, Ba!lot bmes -—-(a) There shell be m each pollmg place on the day uf .
the voting a ballot box one side'of which sha]l ‘be transprent whiich shall be set

- in a manhner visible to the voting public contammg two compartments, nately,

the compartment forvalid ballots which is indicated by én interior cover painted -
whlte and'the compartment for spmled ballots which'is indicated by an interior -
cover painted red. The boxes shall be' umform throughout the Philippines and-
shall be solidly constructed dnd shall be closed with three different locks as well
as three numbered security locks and such other safety dévicesas the Commission --
may prescribe in such a way that they can not be opened exceptbymeansof three :
distinet keys and by destroying such safety devices.” , - :

) In case of the destruction or dlsappearance of any ballot box on elect:on

- day, the board of election inspectora shall immediately report it to the city or

municipal treasurer who shall furnigh’ a.nother box or receptacle as egually
adequate as-possible: The election: regxstr sha]l report the intident-and-the

delivery of a new ballot box by the fastest means of commu.mcation on the same

day . to the. Comrmsslon and to the provln

_l~elechon supemsor "(Sec 93
1971 EC) : . ;

<

* 8EC. 161 Tally boards —At the begmmng of \‘.he countmg, there shall be

. placed within the plain view of the board of eléction inspectors, watchera and the.

public, a tally board where the names of all the registered candidates or thé-

“issues or questions to-be voted upon shall Be’ wntten "and thé poll.clerk sha.ll

record thereon the vetes recgived by each f them as the chmrman of the board :
of election mspectors reads the ballot. . ‘{Sec 94 1971 EC) o .

Y

SEC 162. Fumuhmg of bauo! baxes, formc statwnenes and. matenals for
election.—The Commjssion ghall prepare. and furnish the ballot boxes, forms,
stationeries and matenals necessary forrthe regmtrebon of voters and the

l1 U,

*The provmclal c:ty and mumclpal treasurer shall have custody of such‘_
election paraphernslia, supplies and matenals as dre entrusted.to him. under
‘the law or rules: of the Commission and . ‘shall .be’ responmble for their

_ preservatmn and storage, and for apy loss, destmcthn, unpmrment or.damage
- 'of any eléction eqmpment, matenal or. docum nt in their. possesmon furmshed ‘

uncler tl'us Code (Sec 96 1971 EC)'

-»‘.'.a.-.

SEc 163.. Inspectwn of pollzng piaees —Before the. day of the electxon,
referendum ot pleblsclte the Chairman of the Comtmsslon shall, through its -

" authoriZed representatwes, seé torit that all‘poliing plates are inspected and .~

such omissions arid defects as may be fourid ¢orrected, The Commission shall

keep the reparts on these mspect:nons (Sec 97, 1971 EC) Lo

k-
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ARTICLE XIV. —BOARD OF ELECTION INSPECTORS

SEC 164, Compomuon and appointment of board of election mspectora —At
least. thirty days-before the date when the. voters list is to be prepared in
accordance with this Code, in the case of a regular election or fifteen days before

a special election, the Comtnission shall, directly or through its duly authorized
representatives, eonshtute a board of alection inspectors for each precinct to be
composed of a chairman and a poll clerk who must be public school teachers,
priority to be given to ¢ivil service eligibles, and two members, each representing
the two accredited political parties. The appointment shall state t.he precmct to
. whlch they are assigned and the date of the appomt:ment.

SEC. 165. Oath of 'the members of fhe board of election inspectors.—The
- members of the board of election inspectors, whether perma.nent, ‘substitute or-
" temporary, shall before assuming their office, take and sign an cath upon forms

. prepared by the Commission, before an officer authorized to administer oathsor,

in his absence, ‘before any other member of the board of election inspectors

present, or in case no one is present, they shall takeitbefore any voter, The oaths

shall be sent 1mmedmbe1y to the city or muricipal treasurer. (Sec. 167, 1971,

EC) '

SEC 166 Quallﬁcatwn of members of the board afelectwus mspectors —No :

person shall be appeinted chairman, membeér or substitute member of the board
of election inspectors unless he is of good: -moral character and irreproachable

" reputation, a registered voter of the eity or: mumc:pahty, has never been .

convicted of any election offense or of any other crime puni sbable by more than

gix months of imprisonment, or ifhe has pending against him an information for .
any election cffense. He must be able to speak and wnte Enghsh or the local :

dialect. (Sec. 114, 1978 EC)

. BEC. 167. qu walification. —No person shall serve as chairman or member
. of the board of election inspectors if he is related within the fourth civil degree
of consanquinity or affinity to any member of the board of election inspectors or

toany candidate tobe voted forinthe po]lmgplace orhis spouse (Sec 115, 1978 .

EC')

SEC. 168 Powers of the board of election inspectors.—The ‘board of elechen

inspectors shall have the fol]owmg poyers and Funct:ons

a. Conduct f.hl votmgand counting of votes in t.he:r respectwe pollmg places. .

b, Actas depuhes of t.he Comtmwon in the supervigion and control of the
" election in the polling places wherein they are assigned, to assure the holding of
the aame in a free, orderly and honest- ma.nner. and

e Perform such other functions prescnbed by tlus Code orby the rules and

. 'regulat.xons pvomulgqted by the Commission. (Sec 116. 1978 EC)
SEC, 169. Voting priuilege o members of board of election inspectors.—

Members of the board of election mspectora and their substitute may vote in the -
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-polling place where they are assng'ned on election day: Provided, That they are
registered voters within the province, city or mumc;pahty where they are
assigned: arid Provided, finally, That their voting in the polling placés where
they are not registered voters be noted in the minutes of the board of electmn
mspectors. (Sec. 117, 1978 EC wuh mod:ﬁcatwn.a)

SEC. 170. Relfefandmbsmmwnofmanberoﬂ}u boardafda:twu inspectors.—
Public school teachers who are members of the board of election inspectors shall
not be relieved nor disqualified from acting as such mambers, except for cause
and after due hearmg

Anymemberofthe board ofelectlon inspectors, nommated by apolitical party )
as well as his substitute may at any time be relieved from office and substituted
with_another having the legal qualifications upon petition of the authorized
representative of the party upon whose nomination and appoinment was made,
and it shall be unlawful to prevent said persen from, or disturb him in, the
performance of the duties of the said office, A record of each case of substitution -
ghall be made, setting forth therein the hour inwhich the replaced mémber has
ceased in the office and the status of the work of the board of election inepectors.

- Said record shall be-signed by each member of the board of election inspectors

‘me]udmg thei moommg and outgeing oﬂicers (Sec 145, 1971 EC)

SEC 171 Vacancy in the board of elec:wn mspectors —Every vacancy in the
board of election inspectors shall be filled for the remaining period in the manner
herembefore prescnbed (Sec. 146, 1971 EC)

SEC. 172. Pmceedmgs of the board of election mspectors —The maet.mgs of
the board of election inspectors shall be public and shall be held i in the polling

' p!ace authorized by the Commission.

The board of election inspectors shall have ful] authonty to maintain order
within the polling place and its premises, to keep access thereto.open and
unobstructed, and to enforce obedience to its lawful orders. If any person shall
refuse to obey lawful orders of the board of election inspectors, or shall conduct
thselfm a disorderly manner in its presence or within its hearingand thereby ]
interrupt or disturb its proceedings, the board of election inspectors may issue
an order in writing directing any peace officer to take such person into custody -
until the adjournment of the meeting, but such order shali not be executed as to
prevent any person so taken into custody from exercising his right to vote. Such
order shall be executed by any peace officer to whom it may be delivered, but if
none be present, by any other person deputized by the board of election
mspectors in writing, (Sec 158, 1971 EC) .

'SEC. 173. Prohibition of pohtwal activity.—No member of the board of
election ingpectors shall engage in any partisan political activity or take part in
the election except to discharge hxs duties as such and to vote, (Sec. 152 1971 -

J-

. SEC. 174. Functwmng of the board of etecuon mspecmrs —The board of
elect:t_on inspectors shall act through. its.chairman; and shall decide without -
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delay by majority vote all'questions which may arise in the performance of its”

duties. (Sec, 153; sewnd sentence, 1971 EC)

SEC. 175, Ter_nporary vacancies..—[f, at the time of the meeting of the board
of election inspectors, any member is absent, or the office is still vacant, the

members_present shall ¢all upon the substitute or the absent members to

perform the duties of the latter; and, iri case such substitute cannot be found, the

members present shall appoint any non-partisan registered voter of the polling - .

place to t.emporarily fill said vacancy until the absent member appears or the

vacancy is filled. In case there are two or, more members present, they shall act -

jointly: Provided, That if the absent member is one whe has been proposed by an
accredited political party, the representative of said political ‘party or in his
absence the watchers belonging to said party shall designate 4 registered voter
ofthe polling place to temporarily fill said vacancy: Provided, further, That in the

event or refusal or failure of either representative or watchers of said political
party to make the designation, the embers of the board of election inspectors

. present shall choose a non-partisan regnstered voter of the pollmg place boﬁl]-

the vacancy (Sec. 154, 1971 EC’)

SEC. 176. Tempomrydesignatwnofmembersofthe boardafeledion inspectoris
by watchers.——If at the timé the board of election inspectors must meet, all the
positions in the board of election inspectors are vacant, or if not one of the
appointed members shall appear, the watchers present may designate voters of
the polling place to act in the place'of said members until the absentees shall
appear or the vacancies are filted. (Sec 156 1971 EC Sec. 127, 1978 EC)

SEC. 177. Arrest of absent members—The member or members of the board
of election inspectors presént may order the arrest of any other member or
substitute thereof, who in-their judgment, has absented himself with intention
of obstructing the performance of duhes of theboard of election mspectors (Sec
126, 1978 EC) - .

' ARTICLE x'V.—WA'I\CHERS

. SEC. 178. Official warchers of candidates. —Every registered political party,

coaht:on of political parties and every independent candidate shall each be -

entitled to one watcher in every polling place. .

No person shall be appomt.ed watéhier unlessheisa qualified voter of the city -

or municipality, of good reputation and shall not have béen. conivicted by final
Judgment of any electmn ‘offense or of any other crime, must know bow to read
and write Pilipinio, English, Spanish or any of the prevailing local dialects, and

. not related within thé fourth civil degree of consanguinity or affinity to the
chairman or any member of the board of election inspectors in the polling place
where he seeks appointment as a w;au:her .

Each candidate, political party or coalition of political parties shall des1g'nate
in every provincé, highly urbanized ¢ity or district in the Metropolitan Manila
area,a rep_resenbauve adtHorized to appomt watchers, furnishing the provineial
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election supervisor or the city election registrar, as the case may be, t.he names.
of such representatives. The provincial slection supervisors shall furnish the. .
rmmmpal election registrars and election registrars of component cities w1t.h the

" list of such represent.atwes

In the case of Metmpohtan Manila, the demgnatlon of t.he persons authorized:
to appoint watchers shall be fi ]ed with the Commission, which shall furnish the’
list .of .such representatives to. the respective city, and mumc1pal electmn
registrars. (Sec. 26, BP 697, wuh amendments)

SEC 179. nghta and duties of watchers(—Upon enterm g the’ pollmg place,
the watchers shall present and deliver to.the chairman of the board of election
inspectors his appointment, and forthmth‘.hls name, q'hall be recorded in the
minutes with a notation under his signature that he ig not disqualified under the .
seccmd paragraph of Section 178. The appomt.mente of. t.he watchers shall bear
" the personal mgnature or the facmmlle signature of; t,he candidate or the duly
-authorized representatives of the political party or cealition of political parties -
who appointed him or of organlzatlons authorized by the Commission under
Section 180. The watchers shall have the right to stay in the space reserved for
*them inside the polling place. They shall have the right to witness and inform’ -
themselves of the proceedings of the board of election inspectors, including its
proceedmgs during the registration of voters, to take niotes of what they may see
‘or hear, to take photographs of the proceedings and incidents, if any, during the
counting of votes, as well as of election retugns, tal]y boards and ballot boxes, to' -
file a protest against any irregularity or violation of law. which they believe may
have been committed by the board of election inspectors or by any of its members
* or by any persons, to obtain from the board of election inspectors & certificate as
to the filing of such protest and/or of the resolutign thereon, to read the ballots
after they shall have been read by the chairman; as well as the election returns
after they shall have been completed and signed by the members of the board of
election inspectors, or to any-voter, or among themselves, in such & manner as

~ would distract the proceedings, and to be furnished with a certificate of the .

number of votes in words and figures cast for each candidate, duly signed and
thumbmarked by the chairman and all themembers of the board of election
inspectors. Refusal of the chairman and the members of the board of election
inspectors to sign and famish such certificate shall constitute an election offense

" and shall be penahzed under this Code. (Séc 28 BP 697)

SEC 180. Other watchers. ——The duly accred1t.ed cltlzens arm of the Com-
mission shall be entitled to appoint a watchér in every pollmg place. Other civie,
religious, professional, business, service, youth and any other similar organi-
zations, with prior aut.honty of the Commission, shall bé entitled collectively to
appoint one watcher in every pollmg p]ace (Sec 27 BPBS?wuh ameudmenis) :

Aencw XV1.~OFFICIAL BALLOT'S"'AND ELECTION RETURNS

SEC 181 Official ballots —Ballot for natwnal and Tocal offices shall be of .
uniform size and color and shall be pro\nded at pubhc expense. They shal] be
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prmted on paper with watermarks or other marks that will readily distinguish
. the ballot paper from ordinary papér, Each ballot shall be in the shape of a strip
with stub and detachable coupon containing the serial number of the ballot, and
& space for the thumbmark of the voter on the detachable coupon. It shall bear
at the top on the middle portion thereof the coat of arms of the Republic of the

Phxhppmes the words “Official Ballot”, the name of the city or the municipality -

and province in which the election is held, the date of the election, and the
following notice: “Fill out this ballot secretly inside the voting booth. Do not put
any distinctive mark on. any part of this ballet.”

The ballot shall also contam the fiames of all the offices to be voted for in the
election, allowing opposite the name of each office, sufficient space or spaces with
horizontal lines where the voter ma¥ write t.he name or names of the mdnndual

- candidates voted fpr by him. .

‘There shall not be anything ori the reverse side 'of the ballot .

Ballots i m cities and m?mmpahtres where Arablc isof general use shall have
each of the titles of offices to be voted: prmted in Arabic in addatzon to and
immediately below the Engh sh tltle . _ .

Notwut.hstandmg the precedmg pronslons of this section, the Commxsslon is
hereby empowered to precribe a different form of ballet to facilitate voting by
illiterate voters-and to use or adopt t.he latest technological and electrenic de-
vices as authorized under paragraph (1) of Section 52 hereof (Sec 128 19?8
EC with modification) .

t
[N

SEC 182. Emergency ballo!s —Noba]lots other than the oﬂicla] bal]ots shall

.be used or counted, except in the event of failure to receive the official batlots on

) hme, or where t.here are no sufficient ballots for all registered voters or where

_they are destroyed at such time as shall .render it impossible to provide other _

- official ballots, in which cases the city or municipal treasurer shall provide other

- ballots which shall be as gimilar. to the official ones as circumstances will perm:t

_ and which ghall be uniform within each pollmg place. The treasurer shal]
uumedlately report such action to the Commission.

The municipal treasurer ‘shall nof undertake the preparatlon ofthe emergency

_ ballots unlessthe pohtlcal parties, candidates and the organizations collectively

. authorized by the Conilhrssxon to des:gnate watchers have been sufficiently

notified to send their répresentatives and have agreed in writing to the pre-
parahon and use of emergency. ballots. (Sec. 130, 1978 EC; Sec. 30, BP 6‘97)

.. ogasi:
- SEc. 183 Requwmomof oﬁ'icml Ballota and eleet:.on returns. ——Oﬂicml ballots
and election returns shill be printed-upon orders of the Commission, Reqmal
tion of official ballots shall be for edel ity and municipality, at the rate of one
andone-fifth ballots for every registered voter in the next preceding election; and
for electlon retums, at ghe set thereof for every pollmg place.” (Sec.'166, 1971

. -54'
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SEC. 184. Printing of official ballote and election retims—The - official
ballots and election returns shall be printed by the Government Printing Office
-‘andfor: the Central Bank printing facilities’ excldsively, under thé exclusive
supemsmn and control of the Commiaston which, shall determine-and.provide
the necessary security measures m tI:e pnntmg, storage and dlstnbutlon
t.hereof ' ;
Eaeh ballot shall be jomed by a perforated lme to a stub numbered consecu
tlve]y, beginning with number *1” in each city and muncipality. Each ballot shall.

also have at the bottom a detachable coupon bearmg the same number of the -

ptub Each pad of ballots shall bear on 1ts cover the namé of the city or muni-
cipality in which the ballots are to be used and the incluslve serial numbers of
" the ballots contained t.herem o il :

'I‘he oﬁimal ballots shall be found in- separate pads of ﬁﬁ.y or. one hundred

) ballots each as may be required. -

) ‘Theelectiori retums shall be prepared in gets of' 51X copies per set and shall be
' numbered consecutively, beginning with number“l' in each cityor mumc:paht.y

Each setof the election returns shallbe prmtedm giich & manner that will engure
- that the entrieson the original of the returns are clearly reproduced on the other

" copies , thereof and shall bear the name of the city of municipality in which the

retums are to be used. For this purpose "the Commission shall acqun';e if
. necessary, aspecial] kind of carbon paperor chemxcally treated paper. (Sec 163,
1971 EC; Sec. 129, 1978 EC ‘with modtﬁcatlons) .

SEC 185 Sample oﬁicml ballots. —The Commms:on shall provide the boa.rd

of election inspéctors with sample official ballots 4t the rate of thirty ballots pér
pollmg place. The sample official ballots shall be prifited on colored paper,inall .

respects like the official ballots but bearing instead the words “Samiple Otﬁclal
*'Ballot”, to be shown to the public and used in demonsh'atmg how to fill out a{e
fold the official baliots properly. 'No name of anyactual candidate shall

- wiitten'on' the i spaces for voting on the sample official ballots prmnded by the
Comn:usmon nor shall they be used for votmg (Sec 131 1978 EC)

AL

-SEC. 186 D:smbutwn of oﬁ‘icml ballots and elecuon retums —The oﬂicml

ballots and the election returns shall be distributed by the Commission to each .
.. ¢ity and.tuncipality at the Tate of one and one-fifth

ballots for every, voter
.registered in each pollmg place; and for electmn retpms, at the rate.of one set

i

eachforeverypolhngplaoe DT :,[ e

The prownma.l city or mummpal treasurer shall respectwely keep a record of
-~the quantxty and serial numbers of' officialballots and election returns furnished )

" the variaus provmees, tities, municipalities and polling places, ds the case may
~be, 1egible. ‘copies of which record; shall be furtiished the duly authorized

: provmcxal city or municipal representatives ofthe mling party and the dominant
. opposition party, and the Commission. 1mmed1ately aﬁ;er the dxstnbutmn is

made of such official ballots and election returns.
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The Commission shall prescribe t.he."use' of official delivery receipts to be

" gigned by the election registrar and the chairman of the board of canvassers
upon recelpt of the electwn returns. .

No ofﬁclalballota or electxon returnsshall be delivered to theboard of election

. inspectors earlier than'the first hour of election day: Provided, however, That the
Commission, after written notice to the registered political parties.and the’
candidates, may, for justifiable reasons, authorize the delivery of said official-
ballots and election returns to the board of election inspectors of any partlcular

polling place at an earher date (Sec 31 BF6397)

SEC. 187, Committee on prmtmg, storo,ge, and distribution of oﬁ‘"zcwl ballots
andelection returns.—The Comm:smon shall appoint a committee of five members, .
- two of whom shall be from among its personnel, the third to be desngnated by the..

Commission on Audit, and the last two to be designated by the ruling party and
the dominant opposition party to act as its representatives in supervising the
printing, storage and dlstnbuhon of official ballotsand election returns;

Upon the request. of any eandldate poht.lcal party or of cnhc re]lgmus
professional, busmess, service, youth or any similar organizations collectively

. deisgnated by the Commissign, the Iatter shall allow any person designatedby -

any of the former as watcher tg observe the proceedings of the committee on the

printing of official hallots and election returns, file objections, if any, witnessthe

printing and distribution of the ballets and the returns and g'uard the premlses

-of the printer. - (Sec 32, BP 6‘.9? with modzﬁmtwns)

SEC. 188. Duties of the committee on pnntmg of official ballots and eIectwu :
" returns.—Under such orders or instructions as the Commission may issug, and
in addition to general supervision and control over the printing and shipment of .

official baHots and election returns, the committee on printing of official ballots
and election returns shall (a) take charge of the reom or rooms where the paper

and paraphernalia used in the printing of official ballots and election returnsare

stored and where printed official ballots and eleétion retwmis are packed and

préparedfor shipment, (b) superviseall aspects relatingto the printing, storage
and sh:pment of official ballpts and election returns and report to the Com- -
-mission any irregularity which they believe may have been “committad,

and (¢) perform such other related ﬁmctwns as the Commlssmn may
direct. (Sec. 32, BP 6‘97) ’

SEC. 189. Represem'.atwes of the reg"&stered polztml parties in the venﬁoa
tion and distribution of official ballots and election returns.—The ruling party
and the dominant opposititn party or their respective duly authorized repre-.

sentatives in the different provinces, cities and municipalities, shall submit the-

narmes of their respective watchers who, together with the representatives of the -

Commission and the provincial, city and municipal treasurer shall verify the

contents of the boxes containing the shipment of official ballots, election returns .
and sample official ballots received ‘hy:the said treasurers..The provincial = -

treasurers shall keep a record of their receipt and distribution to each municipal
treasurer; while the city and municipal treasurer shall each keep a record of their

-~ distribution to the board of electxon mspectors (Sec. 34, BP-697; with
'modtﬁoa.ﬂons) w . ..

. " b6
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~all other matenala wl'uch may be necessary

ARTICLE XVII-CASTING OF VOTES -

RN . .

SEC. 190. Voting hours—The casting of votes shall start at. seven o'clock in
the morning and shall end at three o'clock in the afternoon, except when there
are voters present within thirty meters in front of the polling place who havenot -
yet cast their votes, in which case the voting shall coatinue but only to allow said
voters to cast their votes without interraption. Thie‘poll clerk:shall, without -
delay, prépare a complete list containing the names of said voters consecut:ve]y
numbered, and the voters 5o listed shall be called to vote by announcing each
name repeatedly three tames in the order in which’ they are listéed. Any voterin -
the list who is not present when'his name ls called out shall not be permltted to .
vote. - (Sec 35 BP697) t e ‘

"SEc. 191, Prehmménes to the voting~—a) Theboard of election inspectors
shall meet at the polling place at six-thirty o’clock in the morning of election day
and shall have the book of voters containing all. the approved applications of
registration of voters pertaining to the polling place, the certified list of vot.ers, .
the ‘certified list of candldates, the ballot’ box, the official baligts, sufficient
indelible pencils or ball pens for the use - of the voters, the forms to be used and

(b) Immediately therea&er, the chairman of the board of e]ect.lon mspectnrs S '
" shall open the ballot box, empty both of lt.s compartments, exhibit them to all

those present and being empty, Iock its mtenor soyers, with three padlocks

(c) The ehalrman shall forthwath show to t.he pubhc and the watchers, :
.present the package of official ballots, recelved from the  city, or. mumcspal _
treasurer duly wrapped and sealed-and the number of pads, the seriad numbers. .
and the type forms of the ballots in each pad appearingon the cover, and the book -

- of voters duly. sealed. The board of eléction inspectorg ¢ shall then break the seals .
" of the package. of official ballots and the book of voters. The, board of glection . - -

mspecbors shall enterin the minutes the fact that the. package of ballots, and the
book of voters were shown to the pubhc w1th thetr wrapping and correspondmg

seals intact and/or if they find that the wrapping and seals are broken, such fact

must be stated in the minutes as well as the number of pads a.rld the serlal
numbers of ballots that'they ﬁnd in the package . . .

Ballot.s with separately pnnbed senal numbers shﬂll be deemed spunous a.nd -

. shall not be utilized by the board of election mspect.qx;s jmunléss the Commzssmn. )

representatwe sha],l order their use in wntmg, stating the reasons therefor

e LRI

. (d) The chairman and the two party- membere,,of‘ t.he board of- electzon o

-inspectors shall retain in, thelr possess:on}then respechve keys, to t.he padlocks )
dunngthevotmg AR Cnemn - U ’

i
Ll =
'1'1

(e) 'l‘he box shall remain locked until the: vot.mg is ﬁmshed and the countmg
begins. However, if it should become necessary to make room for more ballots, )

Y
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- the board of election inspectors ma§ open the box in the presence of the whole
board of election inspectors and the watchers, and the chairman shall pressdown
with his hands the ballots contained therein without removing any of them, after
which the board of election inspectors shall close the box and tock it with three

_ padlocks as hereinabove provided. {Sec. 136, 1978 EC) T

'SEC. 192, Persons allowed in and ground the polling place.—During the
voting, no person ehall be allowed inside the polling place, excépt the memberg
. of the board of election inspectors, the watchers, the rapresentatives of-the
. Commission, the voters casting their votes; the voters waiting for their turn to
get inside the booths whose number shall not exceed twice the number of booths
and the voters waiting for their turn to cast their votes whose number shall not
exceed twenty at any one time. The watchers shall stay only in'the space reserved
. for them, it beingillegal for them to enter places reserved for the voters or for the
board of election inspéctors or to mingle and talk with the voters within the
polling place. o o '

- It shall be.unlawful for any officer or member of the Armed Forces of the
. Philippines including the Philippine Constabulary or the Integrated Natiorial
- _Poljpe or peace officer or any armed person-bélonging to any extra-legal police
&agency, special forces, reaction forces, strike forces, home defense units, barangay
talnad., or other similar forces or para-military forces, including special forees,
security guards, special policemen; and all other kinds of armed or unarmed
extra_-legal police officers, to enter any polling place, unless it is his polling place
where he will votebutin such case he should immediatelyleave the pollihg' plece,

- and within a radius of fifty meters from such polling place, no policeman or peace -

_ Pﬁicer shallbe allowed to enter or stay inside the pollingplace except when there -
is an'ectual disturbance of the peace and order therein. However, the board of
election inspectors upon majority vote, ifit deems necessary, may make a éall in’
writing, dtly entered in the minutes, for the detail of a policeman or any peace
officer for their protection or for the protection of the election documents and
paraphernalia, in which case, the said policeman or peace officer. shall stay
outside the polling place within a radius of thirty meters near enough tobe easily
f:alled by the board of election inspectors at any time, but never at the door, and
in no case shall the said policéman or peace officer hold any donversation with
any voter or disturb or prevent or in any manner chstruct the free access-of the
voters to the polling place. It shail likewise be iinlawful for any barangay official
to enter and stay inside any polling place except to vote or except when gerving
~asa \_vab‘cher or member ofthe board of election inspectors, in which case, he shall
lée;vgg%e‘pclljlig place imm ediately after voting. (1978 EC; Sec. 137 & Sec.'36

‘.

SEC.*193. ‘Order of voting.—The voters ‘shall vote in the order of their
entr‘a.nce into the polling place. The voters shall have the rightto freely enter'the
.-pol!mg place as soon as they arrive unless there are voters waiting inside, in
) which case they shall fall in line in the order of their arrival and shall not erowd
aroEmd the table of the board of electiominspectors. The voters after having cast
their votes shall immediately depart. (Sec. 138, 1978 EC) A

58

- individual candidate for whom he deaires to vote. - ~

SEC. 194. Manner of obtaining ballots.—The voter shall approach the chair-
man and shall give his'name and address together with other data concemning
his person. In case any member of the board of election inspectors doubts the
identity of the voter, the board of election inspectors shall check his voter's
identification éard or, if he does not have any, the board of election inspectors
shall refer to his photograph and signature in. the voter's application for
registration. If the board of election inspectors is satisfied with his identity, the
chairman shall distinetly announce the voter’s namie in a tone loud endugh to be

. plainly heard throughout the polling place. If such voter has not been challenged,

orifhavingbeen challenged, the question hasbeen decided in his favor, the voter

- shall forthwith affix his signature in the proper space in the voting record, and
"the chairman shall, after first entering the number of the ballot in the cor-

responding space of the voting record, deliver to the voter one ballot correctly

" folded. No person other than the chairman shall deliver official ballots nor shall

more than one ballot be delivered at one time. (Sec. 139, 1978 EC)

SEC..195. Manner of preparing the ballot.—The voter, upon receiving his
folded ballot, shall forthwith proceed to one of the empty voling booths and shall
there fill his ballot by writing in the proper space for each office the name of the

_ No'voter shall be allowed to enter a bdoth oceupied by another, nor enter the
same occupied by somebody, except as provided for in the succeeding séction
hereof, nor stay therein for a longer time than necessary, nor speak with anyone
other than as herein provided while inside the polling place. It shall be unlawful
to prepare the ballot outside the voting booth, or to exhibit its contents to any -
person, or to erase any printing from the ballot, or to intentionally tear or deface

. the same or put thereon any distinguishing mark. It shali likewise be unlawful
" to use carbon paper, paraffin paper, or other means for making a copy of the

contents of the ballot or make use of any other means to identify the vote of the

“voter. (Sec. 140, 1978 EC)

.SEC. 196. Preparation of ballots for illiterate and disabled persons.—A voter
who'is illiterate or physically unable to prepare the ballot by himself ‘may be
assisted in the preparsation of his ballot by a relative, by affinity or consanguinity
within the fourth civil degree or if he has none, by any person of his confidence
who belong to the same household or any member-of the board of election
inspectors, except the two party members: Provided, That no voter shall be
allowed to vote asilliterate or physically disabled unless it is so indicated in his
registration record: Provided, further, That in no case shall an assistor assist
more than three times except the non-party. members of the board of election
inspectors. The person thus chosen shall prepare the ballot for the illiferate or
disabled voter inside the voting booth..The person assisting shall hind himselfin
formal document under oath to fill out the bailot strictly in accordance with the
instruttions of the voter and not to reveal the contents of the ballot prepared by
him. Violation of this provision shall constitute an election offense.  (Sec. 141,
1978 EC) : . : ' S

!
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SEC. 197 Spoded ballots. -~If # voter should aecidentally spoil or deface a
ballot in such a way that 1t cannot. lawfully be used, he shall surrender it folded
to t.he cha:rman who shall note in the correspondmg gpace in the voting record
that said ballot is spoiled. The voter shall then be entitled to another ballot which
the chairman shall give him after announcing the serial number of the second
ballot and recordmg said serial number in the corrésponding spaces in the voting
record. If the second ballot is again spo:led or defaced in such a way that it cannot
lawfully be used t.he same shallbe surrendered to the chairman and recorded in
the same manner as the first spoiled or defaced ballot. However, no voter shall
change his ballot more than twice.

The spoiled ballot shall without being u.nfolded and wrthout removmg the
detachable coupon, be dlstmctly marked with the word “spoiled” and’ signed by
‘the board of election inspectors on the indorsement fold thereof and im-
medmbe]y placed in the compartment for sponled ballots (Sec. 142, I 978 EC)

.t 'BEC. 188, Votlng —~(a)’ Aﬁer the voterhas ﬁlled his ballot he shall fold it in
‘ the same manner as when he recewed it and return it to the chairman.” -

.4 (b)' In the presence of all the members of the board of election inspectors, he
K shall affix his thumbmark ¢n the corresponding space in the coupon, and dehver
© -the folded ﬁl]ot to the cha:rmen :

I3

(c) The chairman, in the presence and view of the voter and all the members

- ofboard of election inspectors, without unfolding the ballot or seeingitscontents,

shall verify its number from the voting record where it was prevxously entmed

(d) Thevoter shall forthwith affix his thumbmark by the side ofhis slgnature
‘in t.he space intended for that purpose in the voting record and. the.chairman
shall apply silver nitrate and commassie blue on the right foreﬁnger nail or on
any other avarlaple finger nail, 1f there be no foreﬁnger nail.- -

t(:) The chairman shallsignin the proper space bes:de the t.humbmark of' the
voter.
|

" . The cha.rrman after ﬂndmg everyth:ng to be in order, shall then detach
t.he coupon in the presence of the board of election inspectors and of the voter and
shall deposlt the folded ballot in the compartment for’ vahd ballots, and the
detached coupon in the compartment for -spoiled ballots..

(@ The voter shall then depart.

Any ballnt returned- tm the chmrman whose detachable coupon has been
removed not in the presence of the board of election inspectors and of the voter,

or'any ballot whese number does not coincide with the number of ths ballot.

delivered to the voter, as éntered in'the voting record, shall be considered as
spoiled and shall be so marked and signed by the members of the board of election
inspectors. (Sec. 143 1978 EC)

SEC. 199, Chalienge of .illegal boters.—(a) Any voter, or wat.cher may
challenge any person oﬁ'enngt.ovote for not being regzstered for using the name

60 : .

" _of anotheror suﬁ'enng.from ex:stmg dlsquahﬁc&t.ldn In such case, the board of

election inspectors shall satisfy itself as to whether or not the ground for the
challenge istrueby requmngproof of regmtratlon or the identity of the voter;and

(b) Novoter shallbe required to present his votex’s affidavit on election day
unless hia 1dent1ty is challenged. His failure or inability to produce his votér's
affidavitupon being challenged, shall not preclude h:m from votingifhis 1dent1ty
be shown from the photograph, fingerprints, or specimen signatures in his

* approvéd application in' the book of voters or if he is identified unider oath by 2

member of the board of election inspectors and guch 1dent1ﬁcatlon shall be

- reflected in the mmutes of the board

- 8EC. 200 Challenge based on certain dlegal acts. —Any voter or watcher may

- ‘challenge any voter offering to vote on the ground t.hat the challenged person lias

received or expects to receive, has paid, offered or promised to pay, has

“ contributed, offered or promised to contribute money, or anything of value as -
- consideration for his vote or for the vote of ‘another; that he hag made or received

a promise to influence the giving or thhholdmg of & any such vote or that he has

- 'made & bet or isintérested directly or indirectly in abet which depends upon the

result of the election, The challenged person shall take a prescribed oath before
the board of election inspectors that he has not committed any of the acts alleged
in the challenge. Upon the taking of such oath, the challenge shall be dismissed .
and the challenged voter shall be allowed to vote, but in case of his refusal to take
such oath, the challenged shall be sustalned and he shall not be allowed to

vote. (Sec. 145, I978EC) - . v

“'SEC. 201 Admwswn ofchallenged uote mmatemlmcnmmal proceedmg&-—
The admission of the challenged vote under the two preceding sections shallnot .
be conclusive upon any court asto the legal:ty of the registration of the voter -
challenged or his vote in' & criminal action against such person for 1llega1 )

reglstratmn or voting. (Sec 146, 1978 EC)

SEC 202 Record of challenges ard. oaths —The poll clerk ghall keep a pre-

_seribed record of challenges and oaths taken in connection therewith.and the

resolution of the board.of election inspectors in each case and, upon the
termination of the voting, shall certify that it contains all the challenges made..

. The original of this record shall be attached to the original copy of the minutes -

of the voting as provided i in the succeeding sectwn {Sec. 147, 1978 EC)

SEC 203. Mmutes of uotmg and wuntmg of votu —’I'he board of election

- inspectors shail prepare and sign a statement in four copies setting forth the
: fol]owmg' . .

. 1 The tlme the veting commenced and ended .
-2 The serial numbers of the official ballots a.nd electlon returns, specml
. -envelopes and seals received;
3. The number of official ballots used and the number left unused

-

4. The number of voters who cast their votes,
61
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. . The number of vote'r‘_s challenged during the voting;
! The names of watchers brese:r'tl; '
. The time the counting of votes commenced and ended;

The riumber of ofﬁcml ballots found msule the compartment for valid
’ ballots.

I I S

N The number of valld ba]lota 1f' any. ret.neved from the compartment for :

g spoiled-ballots; - :. P
10. The number of ballots, lf any, found folded toget.her

11. Thenumber of sporled ballots w:thdrawn from the compartmentforvehd
.+ - ballots;

12._ The number of excess ballots
13... The number of marked ballots'
'14. The number ofbal]ots read and oounted

!

special envelopes, R . -
. -iﬁ_.' ‘The number and nature of protests made by watchers, and
17 Such other matters that the Commxss:on may require..
: Coples of this statement afteér bemg duly accomplished shall be sea]ed in

separate envelopes and shail be distributed as follows: (a) the original to the - '
. city or municipat election registrar; (b) the second copy to be deposited inside - -
the oompartment for valid Ballot of the ballot box; and (c) the third and fourth’
copiésto the representatwes of the accredzt.ed pohtlcal parhes (Sec 148, 1978 .

‘EC) LS

'SEC. 204. Disposition of unused ballots at the close af the voting hourg.—The

chairman of the board of election inspectors shall prepare a list showing the

number-of nhused ballots'together with the serial numbers. This lst shall be

signed by all the members of the board of election inspectors, after which all the
unused ballots ghall be tom‘halfway in the presence of t.he members of the board '

of electton mspecu:rs :s_=-

SEC 205 thrbuwn of premature anhouncement of votmg ~—No member of -

the board of election inspectors shall, before the termination of the voting, make

" any announcement as to whether a certain registered voter has already voted or -

not, as to how many havealready voted or how many so far have failed to vote,
or any other fact tendingto show or.showing the state of the polls, nor shal] he
make any’statement at any time, except a5 mtness before a eourt, asto bow my
person voted (Sec 149, 11978 EC) - v :

ART!CLE XVIIL. —-GOUNTING DF VOTES

]

SEC 206.. Countmg to be public and without mtermptwn .—As 5001 85 the .

voting is finished, the board of election inspectors shall publicly. count in the
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16, .The time the e]ectmn returns were sngned and sea]ed in the)r respechve

'completed unless otherwxse ordered by the Comrmsswn

polling place the votea cast and ascertém the-results: The board of electlon
inspéctors shall not adjourn or postpone or delay the count until it has been fully ‘

] e i h' Cok

The commlss:on in the interest of free, orderly, and honest elechons, may
order the board of election inspectors to count the votes and to eocomphsh the
election returns and other forms prescribed under this Code in-any other place
within 2 publicbuilding in the same miunicipality or cify: Provided, That the said

" public bmldmg shatl not be located within the periineter of or inside a military

or pohce camp or reservation norinside a pnson oompound {Sec. 150, 1978EC)

" SEC.-207: Excess ballots —Before proceedmg to count the votes the board of

" election ‘inspectors shall count the ballots in the compartment for valid ballots

without unfolding them or exposing their contents, except so far as to ascerta.m
that each ballot is single, and compsre the number of ballots in the box with the-
number of voters who have voted. If there are excess ballots, they shall, be
returned in the box and thoroughly mixed therem and the poll.clerk, w1thout ]

— .seeing the ballots and with his back to the ‘box, sha]l plibhcly draw out as many

ballots as may be equal to the excess and without tinfolding them, place them in

"an erivelope which ehall be marked “excess ballots” and which shalibe sealed and

gigned by the memibers of the board of election inspectors. The envelope shall be
placed in the compartment for valid ballots, but its contents shall not be read in

-the counting ‘of votes. If in the course of the examination ballots are found folded
" together, before they were deposited in the box,. they shall be placed in the
envelope for excess bailots. In case ba]lobs w1th t.helr detachable coupons be _~

foundin the box, sitch coupons shall be removed and depomted in the compartment
for spolled ballots, and the ballots shall be mcluded in the file of valid ballots. If )
hallots with the words “spoiled” be found in the box, such ballots shall l:kemse
ﬁe placed in the eompartment for spoiled ballots. (Sec. 151 1978 EC)

SEC. 208. Marked bailots.—The board of electmn mspectnrs shall then unfold .
t.he ballots and determine whether there are any marked ballots, and, if any be
found, they shall be placed in an envelope labelled “mgried ballots” which shall
be sealed and signed by the.mémbers of the board of election inspectors and

" placed in the compartment for valid ballots and shall not be counted. A ma;onty .
- vote of the board of election inspectors shall be sufficient to determine whether -

any Wallot is marked or not. Non-official ballots which the board of election

" inspectors may find, except those which have been used as emergency bal]ots

shall be consldered as rngrked ballots (Sec: 152, 197,3 EC)

S PS calwr o .

SEC 209 Compartment for’ spozled birtlots —The ballots dep031ted in the
compartment for spoiled ballots shallbe presumed to bespoiled ballots, whether.
ornot they contain such notation; but if the board of eloction inspectors should -

. find that during the voting any valid ballot was erronediisly deposited in this

compartment, or if any ballot separated as excess or marked had been erro-
neously deposited therein, the board of @lection ‘inspectors shall open said
compar’tment after the voting and before the counting of votes for the sole

: purpose of drawmg out the ballots erroneo\!sly deposited therein, It ghall then
- prepare e.nd mgn a statement of such fact ahd lock the: box w1th its three keys .
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.

immediately thereafter, the valid ballots so withdrawn shall be mixed with the

other valid ballots, and the excess or matked ballots shall be placed in their -

proper envelopes which shall for such purposes bé opened and again labelled,
sealed, signed and kept as hereinafter provided. (Sec. 153, 1978 EC)

SEC. 210. Manner of counting votes.—The counting of votes ;hall bemadein

the following manner: the board of election inspectors shall unfold the ballots
and form separate piles of one hundred ballots each, which shall be held together
: with rubber bands, with cardboard of the size of the ballots to serve as folders.
'The chairméin of the bodrd of election inspectors shall take the ballots of the first
pile one by one and read the names of candidates voted for and the offices for

- - whichthey were voted in the order in which they appear thereon, assuming such

a'position astoenable all of the watchers to read such names. The chairman shall
sign and affix his right hand thumbmark at the back of the ballot immediately

after it is counted. The poll clerk, and the third member, respectively, shall

record on the election 1'-et|';_1‘rn's and the tallyboard or sheet each vote as the names
voted for each office arg read. . ' 5

»* -Each vote shall be re:éo"rded by & vertical line, except every fifth vote which
shall be recorded by e diagonal line crossing the previous four vertical lines. One

party member shall see to it that the chairman reads the vote as written on the -
baliot, and the other shall check the recording of the votes on the tally board or .

sheet and the election returns seeing to it that the same are correctly accom-
plished. After finishing the first pile of ballots, the board of election inspectors
- “shall determine the total number of votes recorded for each candidate, the sum
being noted on the tally board or sheet and on the election returns. In case of
disqrepancy such recount as may be necessary shall be made. The ballots shall
-then be grouped together again ‘as before the reading. Thereafter, the same
procedure shall be followed with the second pile of ballots and s0on successively.

After all the ballots have been read, the board of election inspectors shall sum

up the totals recorded for each candidate, and the aggregate sum shall be
recorded both on the tally board or sheet and on the election returns. It shall then
place the counted baliots in an envelope provided for the purpose, which shall be.
closed, signed and deposited in the compartment for valid ballots. The tallyboard
or sheet as accomplished and certified by the béard of election inspectors shall
not be changed or destroyed but shall be kept in the compartment for valid
ballots. (Sec. 154, 1978 EC). '~ - T

. SEC. 211 Rules for the appreciation, of -ballots.—In the reading and

appreciation of ballots, every ballot shall be presumed to be valid unless thereis -

clear and good reasonto justify its rejection. The board of election inspectors
Fhall observe the following rules, bearing in mind that the object of the election
is to obtain the expression of the voters’ will: - _

. 1. Where onlj;f:t;hg first name of a candidate or ‘only his surname is
. written, the vote for such candidate is valid, if there is no other candidate with
the sams first name or surname for the same office. ° ' '

2. Whereonly thefirst nan.né"qsf' a carididate is written on the ballot, which
when read, has a sound similar to the sirname of another candidate, thevote
- 8hall be counted in favor of the candidate with such surname. Ifthere aretwo’

g,

- wvote shall be counted in faver of the latter.™ -

-

or more candidates with the same full name, first name or surname and one
of them is the incumbent, and on the ballot is written only such full name, first -
name or surname, the vote shall be counted in favor of the incumbent. - , |

3. 'In case the candidate is # woman who uses her maiden or married -
surname or both and there is another candidate with the same surname, a -
ballot bearing only such surname shall be counted in favor of the candidate

who is an incumbent: - 3
i’ When two or more words are written on the same line on the ballot, al!

.. bf_which' are the surnames of two or more candidates, the same shall et be
. counted for any of them, unless one is a8 surname of an incumbent who has-

served for at least one year in which case it shall be courited in favor of the

- When two or mote words are written on differént lines or the ballot all of
which are the surnames of two or more cagndidates bearing the same surname

" for'an office for which'the law authorizes the election of more than one'and

there are the samé number of such surnames written as there are candidates

* with that surname, the vote shall be counted in favor of all the candidates

bearing the surname. S o
.~ 87 Whén on the ballot is written a single word. which is the first name of
a cdndidate and which is st the same time the sumame of hig opponent, the

- Pl

6. When two words are writtén on the ballot, q-ng ofwhichisthefirstname

‘of the candidate and the other is the surname of his opponent, the vote shall |
_not be counted for either. : U ) S

7. Anameor furname incomctlyrvirﬁtben which, when read, has a sound
similar to the name or surname of a candidate when eorrectly written shallbe

- counted in hisfavor. . - U

8. . When aname ofa candidate appears in a space of the bailot foran office
for which he is a candidate and in ancther space for which he is not a
candidate, it shall be counted in his favor for the office for which heis a
‘candidate and the vote for the office for Which e is-not a candidate shall be
‘considered as stray, except when it is used as a means to identify the voter, in

" which case, the whole ballot, shall be void. .

.If the word or words written o the appropriate blank on the ballot is the

.identical name or surname or full name, as the case may be, of two or more
- . candidates for the same office none of whom is an incumbent, the vote shall
" be counted in favor of that candidate to whose titket belong all the other

candidates voted for the same ballot for.the same constituency.

9. Whenin a space in the ballot there appearsa qgiﬁe of a candidate that
is erased and another clearly written] the vote is val id for the latter.

10. The erronéous initial of fheﬁrs;t. namé which accompanies the correct

.* -sumameof & candidate, the erroneous initial of the surname accompanying
“ the correct first name of a candidate, oi‘"t.he erropeocus middle initial of the

" candidate shall not.annul the vote in fa"ypr of tbe']dﬁ;e.r, o
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11. The fact that there exiats another person whois niot a candidate with
the first name or surname.of a candidate shall not prevent the adjudication
of the vote of the latter, © - - e A .

* 12. Ballots which contaib' prefixes such gs “Sir”, “Mr.”, “Datu”, “Don®,
“Ginoo”, “Hon.”, “Gob.” or suffixes like “J_E‘I_ijo—","Jr.”, “Seguindo”, are valid.

18. The use of the nicknames and appellations of affection and frieti&-
ship, if accompanied by the first name or surname of the candidate, does not
annul such vote, except when they were used as 2 means to identify the voter,

in which case the whole ballot is invalid: Provided, That if the nickname used ° '

is unaccompanied by the name or surnama of a candidate'and it is the-one by
which he is generally or populary known in the locality, the name shall be
counted in favor of said candidate, if there is.no other candidate for the same
office with the same nickname. , . o ]

14, Any vote containinginitials only or which s illegible or which does riot
sufficiently identify the candidate for whom it fs intended shall be considered
as a stray vote but shall not invalidate the whole ballot. . :

15. Ifon the ballot is correctly written the first name of a candidate but
with a different surname, or the surname of the candidate is correctly written
but with different first name, the vote shall not be counted ini favor of any
candidate having such first name and/or surnare but the ballot shal? be
considered valid for other candidates. - o 5

16. Anyballot written with crayon, lead pencil, or in ink, wholly or in part,
" shall be valid. © ' ' P

17.. Where there are two or more candidates voted for in an office for which .
* the law authorizes the election of only one, the vote shaltnot be counted in

favor of any of them, but this-shall not affect the validity of the other votes
therein. - . ’ ’ : ‘ :

18. Ifthe candidates voted foi exceed the number of those to be elected,
theballot is valid, but the votes shall be counted only in favor of the candidates
whose names were firstly written by the voter within the spaces provided for
said office in the ballot until the authorized number is covered. o

"19.. Any vote in favor of a person who has not filed a certificate of candi-
dacy or in faver of a candidate for an office for which he did not present him-

gelf shall be considered as a stray vote but it shall not invalidate the whole

ballot. . .-

20. Ballots containing the name of 2 candidate printed ami-rp.asted ona:

blank space of theballot or affixed théreto through any mechanical processare
totally nul and void. . T : .

21. Circles, crosses or lines put _o'h the spaces an whith the voter has not
voted shall be considered as signs to indicate his desistance from voting and
shell not invalidate the ballot. - : .

22. Unless it should clearly appear thai they have been deh’berz.abely puf :

by the voter to serve as identification marks, commas, dots, lines, or hyphens
. between the first name and surname of a candidate, or in other part.s.of the
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- " invalidate the ballot.

. "

ballot, traces of the latter “I", “J", and other similar ones, the first lettérs or
yllables of names which the viter does'not continue, the use of two or more
“kinds. of writing and unintentional or accidental flourishes, stro_)_tes, or

strains, shall not invalidate the ballot . . S ' -
.5 23, Any ballot which-clearly 'appea.ra to }"mve baeen filled by.two‘ distinet

ﬁersons before it was deposited in the ballot box during the voting is totally

null and void. S . S o

© 24. Anyvota castin favor of a candidate whohasbeen disqualified by final

‘judgment shall be éonsidered as stray and shallnotbe courited but it shallnot

25, Ballots wholly written in Arabicin localities where it is of general use _
are valid, To read them, the board of election inspectors mey employ an
interpreter who shall take an oath that he shall _read t.l‘m votes F:orrectly.

‘ 26.. Ti\e accidental t.eanng or ﬁerforation of a ballot does not annul it.

" 27, Failureto remove the detachable coupon from a batlot does not annul

such ballot. o ‘ ' _ - _—
28. .A vote for the President shall also be a vote for the Vice-President

- ; e o8 for
. running under the same ticket of a political party, unless the voter votes
a Vice-President who does not belong to such party. (Sec. 155, 1978 EC)

SEC. 212.. Election returns.—The board of eléction inspectors shall prepare

the election returns simultaneously with the counting of the votes in the polling

place as prescribed in Section 210 hereof. The return shall be pr_epare;% in
sextuplicate. The recording of votes shall be made as prescribed in-said section.
The entry of votes in words and figures for each cgndidate shall be_closed with
the signature and the clear imprint of the thumbmark of the right hand of all the -
members, likewise t6 be affixed in full view of the public, immediately after the

‘_ last vote recorded or immediately after the name of ﬂ'!e candidate wl'_lo_ did not

receive any vote.

. The returns shall also show the date of the ‘election, the polling:place, the
barangay and the city or municipality in which it was held, the total number of

' . ballots found in the compartment for valid ballots, the total number of valid
ballots withdrawn from the compartment for spoiled ballots because they were

erroneocusly placed therein, the total number of excess ballots, the total number
of marked_or void ballots, and the-total number of votes obtained by each
candidate, writing out the said number in words and figures and, at the end :
thereof, theboard of election inspectors shall certify that the contents are cor-act.
The returns shall be accomplished in & single sheet of paper, but if this is not

" possible, additional sheets may be used which shall be prepared in the same -
. manner as _the first'sheet and likewise certified by the board 9_1' .election

inspectors. S _ . )

The Cc\ln'irnisgion shall take steps so that the entries on the first copy of the
élection returns arg clearly. reproduced on the second, third, fourth, fifth, and
sixth copies thereof, and for this purpbse the Commission shall use a specialkind

" _of paper. .
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‘.
Immediately upon the accomplishment of the election returns, each copy
thereof shall be sealed in the presence of the watchers and the public, and placed
‘it the proper envelope, which shal} likewise be sealed and distributed as herein
- provided. (See. 166, I978EC) - - dein . L
- Any election return with a séparately printéd serial number or which bears

a different serial number from that assigned to the paiticalar polling place
concerned shall not be canvassed, This is to be determined- by the baard ‘of
~‘canvassers prior to its canvassing.on the basis of the certification of the
. provincial, city or municipal tret_l.qqtfggn}i&dft_he serigl number of the election
" return assigned to the said voting precinct?iinléss the Commission shall order

in writing for its canvassing, stating the reason for the variance in serial -

numbers.

- . Ifthe signatures and/or thumbmarks of the members of the board of eiection
inspectors or'some of them as required’in this provision are missing in the

_electionrgturns, the board of canvaisers may summon the members of the board

-of election inspectors concerned to complete the returns, : (Sec, 156 1978 EC)

. _SEC. 213. Proclamation of the resils.af the election in the polling place—
"Upon the completion of the electiﬁm’i-gqim'ﬁfthé chiairman oftheboard of election -

inspectors shall orally and publicly ahnounce the total nuraber of votes received

inthe election in the polling place by each and every bne of the candidates, stating

their corresponding office. Sec. 157, 1978 EC)

‘SEC. 214. Disposition of electior réturns x+(1) In a presidential election: the
board of election inspectors shall preparein handwriting and sign the retirns of-
the election in sextuplicate in their respective polling place in a form to be
préscribed by the Commission. One capy shall be deposited in the compartment

" of the ballot box for valid ballots, and iri’the.case of municipalities-two copies
including the original copy shall be hnhﬂe%jt_'ﬁ'ﬁiﬁ ‘municipal election registrar
who shall immediately deliver the:original copy to the provincial election
supervisor and forward the other copy to the Commission; iind one copy each to-

- 'the authorized representatives of the aceredited political parties. In the case of
. thie cities, the city registrar §hall;t_gt5';p;ﬂfg'o1_-iginal_ebhy for submission to the

provincial election supervisor, and %5 '“r; dXhkother copy to the Commissicn. .
. - % : e, FERRIPEa

(2) In the election for Members'of th& Batasang Pambansa: the original of
. the election returns shall be delivered to the election registrar of the city. or-
municipality for transmittal to'the chairman of the provineial board of can-
vassers, and direct to the chairman'ef the'clty or digtrict board of canvassers in
theurbanized cities and the distriéth b’lf&ﬂlitﬁﬁ Manila; as the case maybe,

. fortise in the carivass. The second copy.shatl ik '
registrar for transmittal to the Commission: The third copy shall be deposited in
the compartment for valid ballots. The fourth copy shall be delivered to the

‘election registrar who shall use said copy i5 the tabulation of the advance resilts

' “of the election in the city or municij)_ﬁliﬁfﬁfg_ #fth and sigth copies shall each
respectively be delivered to the magltg:ri‘ﬁ"g:vﬁenhngpﬁfhml parties repre-
sented in the board of election insgettors iy F- =~ = -,

Fic iy

&wise be delivered to the election .

‘ (35' In local elections: the nﬁg"ihﬁf‘é&ﬁj‘r'of the elet":tion ret_um_’s Eha}'l. be
" delivered to the ity or municipal board of canvassers'as a body for its use ifi the

city or municipal canvass. The second copy chall be delivered to t.hé‘e_lectioa'
registrar of the city or municipality for transmittal to the provincial board of

_eanvassers as a body for its.use in the provineial canvass. The third copy shall

likewise be delivered to the election registrar for transmittal to the Commission,
The fourth copy shallbe deposited in thé compartment for valid ballots. The fifth
‘and sixth’copies ‘shal] each respectively be delivered to the members repre-

__.senting the political bartigs.:jépresé_’q_tég in '_t:hg board of election inspectors.

"I‘h'e dox_qussioh'sh'all proufniigate ru]es for_tﬁe sbt—aedy-and safe de.live_ry'pf' the
election retumns. (Sec. 158, 1978 EC) - o .

SEC. 215. Board of election iﬁ._spéctors fo issue o certificate of the number of

- - votes polled by the candidates for an offive to thé Wwhitchers.—After the announce:

ment of the results of the electioh and before leaving the polling place, it shall be
the duty of the board of election inspectors to issue a certificate of the number of
.votes recieved by a candidate upon request of the watchers. All the members of
the board of election inspectors shall sign thé certificate. (Sec. 159, 1978 EC)

.8EC. .'2_16,;Alférat£ana and ‘mr;'ectiéns mthe elecn_:on reﬂlms.-—A-ny-corr'ec-
ion or alteration made in the election returnsby the board of election inspectors
before the announcement of the results of the election in the polling place shall

be duly initialed by all the members of thereof,

-, After the arinouncement of the results of the election in the polling place has
- been made, the board of election inspectors shall not make any alteration or

.amendment in any of the copies of the election returns, unless so ordered by the
_Commission upon petition of the members of the board of election inspectors -

* " within five days from the date of the election or twenty-four hours from the time .

. a copy of the election returns concerned is opened by the board of canvassers,
whichever is earlier. The petition shall be accompanied by proof of sérvice upon

. -all candidates affected. If the petition is,by all members of the board of election
- ;inspectors and the results of the election would not be affected by said correction -

.andnone ofthe candidates affécted objects thereto, the Commission, upon being

satisfied of the veracity of the petition and of the error alleged therein, shallorder -

the board of election inspectors to make the proper correction on the election

- returns.

. However; if'a. candidqt_‘.e-_aﬁ'écted by said petition objects thereto, whet.herfhe
petitidn is filed by all or only a majority of the members of the board of election ..
inspectors and the results of the election would be affected by the correction

", sought tobe made, the Commission shall proceed summarily to hear the petition,
" If it finds the petition meritorious and there are no evidence or signs.indicating

that theidentity and integrity ofthe ballotbox have been violated the Commission”
shall order the opening of the ballot box. After satisfying itself that the integrity
of the ballots therein has also been duly preserved, the Commission shall order
the'recounting of the votes of the candidates affected and the proper corrections
made on the election returns, unless the correction sought is such that it can be
made without' need of opening the ballot box. (Sec. 169, 1978 EQ) ’
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‘SEC: 217! Delived of the ballot boxes, keys and election supplies and
documents.—Upon the termination of the counting of votes, the board of election

inspectors shall place in the compartment for valid ballots, the envelopes forused
ballots hereinbefore referred to, the unused ballots, the tally board or sheet, a- -

copy of the election returns, and the minutes of its proceedings, and then shall
lock the ballet box with three padlocks and such safety devices as the Com-
mission may prescribe. Immediately after the box is locked, the three keys of the

padlocks shall be placed in three separate envelopes and shall be sealed and"-

signed by all the members of the board of election inspectors. The authorized
representatives of the Comtnission shall forthwith take delivery of said en-

velopes, signing a receipt therefor, and deliver without delay one envelope to the

provincial treasurer, another to the provincial fiscal and the other. to t.he
provmc1a] election supervisor. .

The ballotbox, all supplies of the board of election inspectors and all pertment
papers and documents shall unmedmtely be delivered by the board of election

. inspectorsand the watchers to the city or municipal treasurer who shall kéep his

office open all night on the'day of election if necessary for this purpose, and shall
provxde the necessary facilities for said delivery at the’ expense of the’ city or
munieipality. The book of voters shall be returned to the election registrar who

shall kesp it under his custody. The treasurer and t.he election registrar, as the,

case may be, shall on the day after the election require themembers of the board
of elect.lon inspectors who failed to send the objects referred to herein to delivery

the samé to him immediately and acknowledge recelpt thereof in detail. (Sec.
. 161, 1978 EC) :

SEC 218 Preeervatwn of the votmg record —The votmg reeord of each

polling place shall be delivered to-the election registrar who shall have custody ’
of the same, keeping them in a safe place, until such time that the Comrmssmn ,

shall give instructions on t.he:r dxsposlt.lon (Sec 43 BP 697)

.SEC: 219. Preservouon of the ballat boxes, theu' keys and dz.sposltwn of tkeu'
contents.—(a) The provincial election supervisor, the provincial treasurer and
the provineial fiseal shall keep the envélope.containing the keys in- their
possession intact during the period of three months following the election.Upon
the lapse of this peried, tinless the Commission has ordered otherwise, the
provincial election .supervisor and the provincial fiscal shall deliver-to t.he
pmvmcxal treasurer the envelope contmmng I;he keys under their custody

() - The city and mumclpa] treasurer shall keep the ba]Iot boxes under thelr
responsibility for three months and stored unopened in a secured plate, unless
the Commission orders otherwise whenever said ballot boxes are needed in any
political exercise which might be called within the said period; provided these are
‘not involved in any election contest or official investigation, or the Commission.
or other competent duthority shall demand them sooner or shall order their
preservation for .a longer time in connection with any pending contest or

investigation. However, upon showing by any candidate that the boxes willbein -

danger of being violated if kept in the possession of such officials, the Coin-
migsion may order them kept by any other official whom it may designate. Upon
the lapse of said time and if there should be no order to the contrary, the
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" Commission may authonze the city and municipal treasurer in t.he presence “of
its representative to open the boxes and burn their contents, except the copy.efy--
the minutes of the voting and the election returns deposlbed therein whxch they
shall teke end keep L

' (c) In case of calam:ty or fortmt.ous event such as fire, ﬂood storm. or other
surular celemltnes which-may actua]ly caunse damage to the ballot boxes and/or.

" their contents, the Commission may authorize the openiing of said ballot boxes -,

to:salvage the ballots and other contents by placing them in other ballot boxes, --
taking such other precautionary measures as maybe necessary to preserve such
documents ; (Sec: 162, 1978 EC') DR . - :

SEC 220 Documents and articles, ommed.' or erroncously placed ms&de the’

ballot box.—If after the delivery of ‘the keys of the-ballot box to the proper - -

authonhes the board of election inspectors shall dxscover that some documents -
or articles required to be placed in the ballot box ‘were not placed therein, t.he -
board 4f eléction inspectors, instead of ‘opening the ballot box in arder to place
therem eaJd dotuments or articles, shail debver the same to the Comm:ssnon or”

'ite duly authorlzed represenfatlves In 1ig instance shall the ballot box be re- ~

opéned to place therein or take out therefrom any documient or article except to
retrieve copies of the election returns which will be néeded in any canvass and
in guch exoepted instances, the members of the board of election mspecwrs and

- watchers of the candidatés ghall be’ nohﬁed of the time and. place of the opening *.
. of said ballot box: Provided, houever, That if there are 6ther copies of the election
. returns outside of the ballot box which ¢can be used in canvass, such copiesof the

election returns shall be used in said canvass'and the opening of the ballot box
to retrisve copies of the election ret,u.rns pIaced t.herem shall then be dlspensed
w1th (Sec 163 1978 EC) )

AR’I‘ICLE XIX.—CANVASS AND PROCLAMATION

SEC 22 1 Board of ctmvuseem ——There shall bea board of canvassers for each
pnmnce, ut.y, mumcnpa]rty, -and dJst,nct chetropolltan Msmle as follows i

N

(a) Provmc:al board of CAnvassers. —-the provmcml board of canvassers
: 'shall be composed. of the provincial élection supervisor or a senior lawyer'in-,
the regional office of the Commission, as chairman, the provmclal fiscal, as -

" vice-chairman, and the-pravincial superintendent of schools, and one repre-,
" sentative from egich of the ruling party arid the dominant oppomtlon political

party inthe const:tuency concemed enht!ed to be represented, a3 n_lembers.

RS (b) Cltyboard of ca.nvassers.—-the elty board of canvsissérs shall be com- -
. posed of the ity election registrarora 1awyer of the Commission, aschalrmsn,
_« ' the city fiscal and the city s}xpenntendent of §chools; and one répresentative

- from each of the ruling party and thé domlnant opposﬂnon pohtlcal party

' 'entlﬁled to be represented as members . -'-

© sttnct board of ¢anvassers of Metropohtan Mamle—ﬂ'xe dJstnct

: _' -board of canvassers ‘shali be composed ofa lawyer -of the Comrmsslon, as -
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" chairman, and a ranking fiscal in-the district and the most senior district
school supervisor in the district to be appointed upen consultation with the

Ministry of Justice and the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports, .

respectively, and one representative from each of the ruling party and the
-* dominant opposmon pohtlcal party in the constltuency concerned, as members,

(d) Municipal board of canvassers. —t.he munmpal board of canvassers
sha]l be composed of the election registrar or a representative of the Com-
mission, as chairman, the municipal treasurer, and the district supervisor or

- in his ebsence any pubhc school principal in the municipslity and one re-
; 'presentatlvo from each of the ruling party and the dominant opposmon
polmcal party entitled to be represent.ed as members .

(e} Board of canvassers for newly created poht:ca] subdrvrsnons—-the

"~ Commission shall constitute a board of canvassers and appoint the members -

. thereof for the first’ eléction ini a newly created province, city or municipality

in case the officials who-shall act as members thereof have not yet assumed .

. their duties and functions. - (Sec. 44, BP 697)

P SEc 522.- Relatioriship with candidates and other members.—The chairman
and the members of the board of canvassers shalt not be related within the fourth
civil degree of consanguinity or affinity to any of the candidates whose votes will

be canvassed by said board, oarto any member of the same board (Sec. 164, nd

" par, 1978 EC)

SEC 223. Prohibition agamst leamng official statzon —Durmg the period
begmmng election day until the proclamation of the winning candidates, no
member or substitute member of the different boards of canvassers shall be
transferred, assigned or detailed outside ofhis official station, nor shallhe leave
‘eaid station without prior authority of the Commission. (Sec..165, 1978 EC)

-.'SEC. 224. Feigned illness.—Any member of the board of canvassers feigning
illness in order to be substituted on election day until the proclamation of the
. wmmng candldntes shall be gmlty of an eleetxon oﬁ‘ense

SEC 225 Vote required.—A mmnty vote of all the members of the board of -

canvassers shall be necessary to render a decunon (Sec. 1686, 1978 EC')

i SEc 226, Incapaa:y and subsmutwn of members of boards ofmvassers —

In.case of non-availability, absence, disqualification- due to relationship, or .

- incapacity for any cause of the chairman, the Commission shall designate the
provincial or city fiscal to act as chairman, Likewise, in case of non‘availability,
absence, disqualifiction due to relationship, or incapacity for any ¢ause, of such

-designee, the next ranking provincial ‘o city fiscal shall be demgnated by the

"Commission and such designation shall pass to the next in rank until the

-designee qualifies. With respect to the other members of the board of canvassers,
the Commission shall appoint as substitute the provincial, city or municipal
officers of other government agenciesin the province, city or municipality, as the

. €ase may be, and with respect_tothe representatives of the accredited political -

2
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'.ksald political partxes (Sec. 167, 197‘8 EC)

*

parties, the Commnsmon shall appoint as substitutes t.hose nominated by the

reoet

SEc 297, Supervwwn and control over board of canvassers. —The Com- '
mission shall have direct control and supervision over the board of canvassers.

‘Any mem.ber of the hoard of canvassers may, atany time, be rehgved for cause

‘and substituted mo:u pmpno by the. Comm:saxon {Sec: 168 1978 EC)

. SEC 228 Notu'e of meetmg af the board. —At least ﬁve days before the

) meetmg of the board the chairman of the board shall give notica toall mem.bers
~thereof and to éach candldate and po]:tlcal party of the date trme and place of

the meeting. (New)

8EC. 229 Manner of deiwer)' and trunsmmal of ¢ electwn retumea é) -For
the city and mumc:pal board of canvassers, the copy of the election réturns of a
polling place intended for the clty or tnunicipal board of canvassers, duly placed
inside a sealed envelope slgned and affixed with the imprint of the, thumb of the

-right hand of all the mémbers of the board of election inspectors, . shall be
- personall v delivered bythe members of theboaid of election inspectors tothe city

or mumclpa! board of canvassers u.nder proper recelpt to be slgned by all t.he

'members thereof.- Wi .

(b) For ‘the. provmcm] and dlstnct boards of ‘¢anvassers in Metropohtan

Manila, the copy of the election returns-of a polling place inténded for’ the pro- . -

vincial or distriet board of canvassers in the case of Metropolitan Manila, shall

e personally delivered by the memfers#f the board of election inspectors to the
-election registrar for transmittal to the properboerd of canvassers under proper
'recelpt. to be‘mgned by all the members thereof

~_.-..

The election registrar- ooncemed shall place all t.he returns mtended for' the

. board of canvassers inside a ballot box provided with three padlocks whose'keys

shall be kept as follows: one by the election registrar, another by the repre-
sentative of the niling party and. the thxrd by the representatwe oftho domma.nt .

pohbcal opposmon party A

For this purpose, the two pobt:ca] pa.rhes shal'l desxgnahe thelr repmsenta-

tives whose names shall be submitted to the election regmtrar concerned on or

before the tenth day preceding the election. The three in possession of ‘the Keys
shall personally transmit the ballet box, properly locked, containing the election
retirns.to. the board of canvassers. Watchers of political parties, coalition of
political parties, and of orga.mzatmns oollectlvely authorized by t.he Cominission
to designate watchers shall have the' nght to awompany transmxttal of t.he ballot
boxes containing the electron raetum& RN . ‘

It ghall be unlawful for any person to delay, 'obstruct, unpede or. prevent
through force, viclence, cogreion, ‘intimidation or py any means which vitiates
éonsent, the transmittal of the elect.mn returnsa dr to.take dway, abscond with,
destroy, deface or mutilate or substitute the election returns or the envelope or

" the ballot box contmmng the ‘election neturns or to, \nolate ‘the nght of the

watchers. =
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" The watchers of the political parties, coalmon of political partles and the

" candidates shall have the right to accornpany the members of the board of -

election inspectors or the election reg15trar in making the dehvery te the boards
of ‘canvassers. (Sec 42, BP 697) :

.BEC. 230. Safekeepmg of transmitted election returns. —The board of
canvassers shall keep the ballot boxes containing the election returns in a safe
and secure room before and after the canvass. The door to the room must be
padlocked by thres locks with the keys thereof kept as follows: one with the

" chairman, the gther with the representative of the ruling party, and the other
with the’ representative of the dominant opposition political party. The watchers
of candidates, political parties, coalition of political parties and organization

collectively authorized by the Commission to appoint watchers shall have the .

right to guard the room. leatmn of this nght. shall constitute an electlon
oﬁ'ensa o .
SEC. 231 Canvaas by the board.—The board of canvasaers :hal} meet not
later than'six o'clock in the afternoon of election day at the place designated by
the Commission to receiva the elaction returns and to immediately canvass those
that may have: a!ready beén received. It shall meet continuously from day today
until the canvass is completed, and may adjorrn but only for the purposé of
awaitingthe otherelection returnsfromother polling places within its Jjurisdiction,
Bach time the board adjourns, it shall make a total of all the votescanvassed so
farfor each candidate for each office, furnishing the Commission in Manila by the
fastest means of communication a certified copy thereof, and making available

" "the data contained therein to the mass media and other interested parties. As

" soon as the other election returns are delivered, the board shall 1mmedlately
resume canvassing until all the returns have been \:anvassed

" The respective board of canvassers, shall prepare acertificate of canvass duly
signed and affixed with the imprint of the thumb of_the right hand of each

" . member, supported by a statement of the votes and received by each candidate -

in each polling place and, on the basis thereof, shall proclaim a5 elected the
candidates who obtained the highest number of votes ¢cast in the province, city,
municipality or barangay Faflure to comply with this requn-ement. shall consti-
t.ute an electmn offense.’

Sub_]ectt.o reasonable exceptions, the board of canvassers must complete their
canvass within thirty-six hoursin municipalities, farty-elght hours in cities and

seventy-two hours in provinces. Violation hereof. sha]l be an election offense ‘

pu.mshable under- Sectlon 264 hereof. -

With respect to the election for President and Vice- Premdent the prownc:al
.and city boards of canvassers shall prepare in quintuplicate a certificate of
canvass supported by a statement of votes received by each candidate in tach
polling place and transmit the first copy thereqfto the Speaker of the Batasang
Pafiibansa. The second copy shall be transmitted to the Commission, the third
copyshall be kept by the provmcial election supervisor or city election i'egistrm_-;
the fourth and the fifth copies to each ofthetwo accredxbed pohtncal parties. (Sec.
I 69 1978 EC)

"

"SEC. 232. Pérsons not allowed inside the cahvassing room. «—It shal] be
unlawful for any officer or member of the Armed Forces of the Phlllppmes
including the Philippine Constabulary, or the Integrated National Police ¢r any- .
peace officer or any armed or unarmed persons belonging to an extra-legal police
agency, special forces, reaction forces, strike forees, homie defense forces, barangay
self-defense units, barangay tanod, or of any member of the security-or police
erganizations of government ministries; commissions, councils bureaus, offices,
instrumentalities, of govemmenbowned or controlled corporations or their
gubsidiaries or of any member of a pnvate}y owned or operated security,
investigative, protective or intelligence ngency performing identical or similar
functions to enter theroom where the canvassing of the election returng are held

by the board of canvassers and within a radius of fifty meters from such room:

‘Provided, however, That the board of canvassers by a majority vote, if it' deems
necessary, may make a call in writing for the detail of policemen or any peace
officers for their protection or for the protection of the electwn documents and

paraphernaha in the possession of the board, or for the maintenance of peaceand =~
- order, in which case said policemen or peace officers, who shall be in proper

uniform, shall stay outside the room within a radius of thirty méters near enough
to be easily called by the board of canvassere at any time. (New) .

SEC. 233, Whenthe electwnretumsaredelayed lostordestroyed —Incaseits
copy of the election returns is mlssmg, the boatrd of canvassers shall; by
messenger or otherwise, obtain such missing election returns from the board of

. election inspectors concerned, or if said returns have been lost ¢ or destroyed the

board of canvassers, upon prior authority of the Commission; tay use any of the
authentic copies of said election returns or a certified copyof 5a|d election returns
issued by the Commissien, and forthwith direct its representabva to mvestxgat.e
the case and 1mmedlately report the matter to the Commtsa:on .

The board of canvassers, notmthst.andmg t.he fact that not all the election
returns have been received by it, may terminate the canvass and proclalm the
candidates elected on the baris of the available election returns if the missing
election raturns will not affect the resulta of the electwn (Sec. 171, 1978 EC)

SEC. 234. Ma:erial deﬁcfs in the election-retwm.—lf it should clearly ap-
pear that some requisites in form or data had been omitted in the election

.returns, the board of carivassers shall «call for all the members of the board of

election mspectors concerned by the most expeditious means, for the same board
to effect the correction: Provided, That in case of the omission in the election
returns of the name of any candidate and/or his corresponding votes, the board
of canvassers shall require the board of election inspectors concerned to com-
plete the necessary data in the election returns and affix therein their initials:
Provided, further, That if the votes omitted in the returns cannot be ascertained
by other means except by recounting the ballots, the Commission, aﬁersatlsfynng

itselfthat the identity and integrity of the ballot box have not been violated, shall

ordér the board of election inspectors to open the ballot box; and, also after
satisfying itself that the integrity of the ballots therein has been duly preserved,
order the board of election inspectors to count the votes for the candidate whose
votes have been omitted with notice thereof to all cand:dates for t.he position
:nvolved and therea&er complete the retums.
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E The nght ofa candldate to avail of thia provision shall, not be lost or affected

by the fact that ani eléction prot,estls subsequent]y ﬁled by anyof the candldates

(Sec 172; 1978 EC) R
SEC 235. When electwn retums appear 0 be ta.mpered with or fatstﬁed —_

If the election returns submitted to.the_ board of canvassers appear to'be

tampered with, altered or falsified after they have left the hands of the board of
election mspectors, or otherwise not authentic, or were pre?ared by the board of
election inspectors under duress, force, intimidation, or prepared by persons

other than the méemberofthe board of glection inspectors, theboardof canvassers
" ghall use the other copies-of said ele:ct.lon returns and, if nécessary, the copy
" inside the.ballot box which.upon previous authority given by the Commission

may be retnevedmaccordanoe with Section 220 hereof. If the other copies of the
returns are likewise tampered with, albered, falsified, mt authentie; prepared
under, duress, force, intimidation, or prepared by persons other than -the
members of the board of election mspectors. the board of canvassers or any
candidate affected shall brmg the matter to the attenhon of the Commission. The

" Commission shall then, after glvmg notice to all candidates concerned and after .

gatisfying itself that nothing in the ballot box indicate-that its identity and
integrity have been violated, order the opemng of the ballot box and, hkemse
after catisfying itself that the ifitegrity of the ballots therein has. been duly
preserved shall order the board of electlon inspectors to ‘recount the votes of the
candidates affected and prepare a new retum which shall then be used by t.he
board of canvassers as basis of the canvags, (Sec. 173, 1978 EC)

SEC. 236 Dzscrepanczes in election retiirns.—In case it appears to the board

. of canvassers that theré exists discrepancies in the other authentic copies of the

election returns from a polling place ar gdiscrepancies in the votes of any

candidate in ‘words and figures in the same return, and in either case the -
- difference affects the results of the election, the Commission, upon motion of the .

boqrxi of canvassers or any: . candidats affected’ and -after-due. notice to all
candldates coricerned, shall proceed .summarily to determiné whether the
mtegnty of the ballot box had been preserved; and once satisfied thereof shall

order the opening of the baliot box to recount the votes cast in the polling place -

solely for the purpose of determining the true result of the count of votes of the
cand1dabes concemedx (Sec 174, 1978 EC) e

SEC 237 When mtegnty of bailots is. uwlated —If upon the opemng of the
baIlotbox as orderedby the Commission under Sechons 234, 235 and 236, hereof,
it should appear that there are ewdence or signs of replacement tampering or
violation of the integrity of the ballots, ‘the Commission shall not recount the

“ballots but shall forthw:th seal the ballot box and order 1ts safekeepmg - (New)

SEC. 238. Canvass of remaining or unquestwned returns to continue. ---In
cases under. Sections 233, 234, 235 and 236 hereof, the board of canvassers shall

' contmue the canvass of the remaining or unqueshonedelectmn returns. If, after -

the canvasé of all the said returns, it should be determined that the returns
which have been set aside will affect the result ¢f the election, no proclamatmn

shall be made except upon orders of the Commission -after due notice and

hearing. Any proe]amatmn made in_ \nolahon hereof shall be null’ and
vmd (New) B : )

L6

- EC; Sec. 45, BP 697)
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SEC. 239, Watchers.—Each candidate, polltlcal party or coalition of political

parties shall be entitled to appeint one watcher in the board of canvassers. The .

them, to file a protest against any irregularity in the election returna submitted,

E _watcher shall have the right to be present at, and take note of, 2!l the pro- -
.-ceedings of the board of canvassers, to read the election returns withouttouching

"and to obtain from the board of canvassers a resolutmn thereun (Sec. 1 7_6 1978 -

SEC 240 Electwn resultmg “n tie. --Whenever it shall appear from the' "
" canvass that two ormore candidates have received an equaland highest number' .
" of votes, or in cases where two or more candidatés are to be elected for the sameé’™
position and two or more candidates received the same number of votes for the
last ‘place in the numbeér to be elécted, the board of canvassers, after recording *
this fact in its minutes, shall by resolutlon upon five days notlce toall the tied"®
‘candidates, hold a special public meeting at-which théboard of canvassers shall :
proceed to the drawing of lots of the candidités whihave tied and shall prot]alm
. as elected the candidates' who may be favored by tuck, and the candidates 50 *
. proclmmed shall have theTight to assume ‘offite in the same manner as ifhé had o
been electell by plurality of vate. The board of canvassers shall forthwnh ke ¥

a certificate stating the name of the candidate who had been favored by luck and

"his proclamation on the basis therof.

Notlu ngin this section shallbe construed as depnvmga cand:dabe of hxs nght

" to contest the electlon (Sec 177, 1978 EC)

ARTICLE XX—PRE PROCLAMATION CONTROVERSIES
. SEC. 241. Def' mtwn —A pre-proclamatlon controvery refers to any questlon

be raised by any candidate or by any registered political party or coalition of

" pertaining to or affecting the proceedings of the board of canvassers which may -

political parties before the board or directly with the Commission, or any matter. -

_raised under Sections 233, 234, 235 and 236 in relation to the preparatlon

transniission, receipt, cutody and apprecmtmn of the election returns.

SEC.. 242 Commwswns exclusive Jurlsdzctmu of all pre-proclamaﬁon ‘

controversies—The Commission shall have exclusive _]unsdlctmn of all pre- -

proc] amation controvérsies. It may motu proprio or apon written petition, and
after due notice and hearing, orderthe partial or total suspension of the pro-

clamation of any candidate-elect or annul partially or totally any proclamation,
- if one has been made, as the e\ndence shall warranl; in accordance with- the ;

succeedmg sections. -

"SEC. 243. Issues that may be raised in pre proclamtton controversy.—The

following shall be proper :ssues t.hat may be ralsed m a pre-proc]amatmn ’

controversy

(a) [Ilegal composmon or proceedmgs of the board of CANVASSErs;

.(b) The canvassed e]ect.lon returns are mcomplete cont.am matenal -

4 defect.s appeartabe tampered with or falsified, or contain discrepanciesin the
77
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“* game returns or in other authenitic ¢opies thereof as mentiom%d in'Sv'?c‘t'i‘ona
233, 234, 235 and 236 of this Code; ~ .. . =

l (© V The election returns were prepared under duress, threats, coercion, or
" intimidation, or they are obviously manufactured or not guthenplc;_and

. - (d): When substitite or f;ﬁﬁ(l.ﬁllenf returns in controverted polling places
) were canvassed, the results of which materially g.ﬂ'ected j;he_ qta}qd}pg_ of the
. éggﬁeved candidate or ca_n'didiabe’s. T S

" SEC. 244. Contested ‘compesition’ or proceedings of the .b_oard.,—Whe_n the
L 'ﬁmi#osition or proceedings of the board of canvassers are mnt‘.es._bed_; _t_he‘boa'rd
" of canvassers shall, within twenty-four hours, make a ruling théréon with notice

" to-the contestant who, if gdversely’ affected, may appeal t.!'le matter tJu-= the
Commission within five days after the ruling with proper notice tn,.t:he boatd of

. canvassers. After due riotice and hearing, the-Commiasion shall decide the case
. within ten-days from the filing thereof.. During the pendency'.—of_ the case; the
.. board of canvassers shall suspend the canvass until the Coml:msslqn orders the
. continuation or resuriiption thereof and citing their reasons or grovind t_.herefpr._

" $Ec. 245. Contested election returns—Any candidate, political party or

" coalition of political parties, contesting the incldsion_or_e_xclumon of the‘canvm.;s

-~ of any election returns on.any of the ground authorized u_nder this ar'tn_clle orin

.. Sections 234, 235 and 236 of Article XIX shall submit their verb_a] objections to

. . the chairman of the board of canvassers at the time thg questioned ret}lm is

. présented for inclusion or exclusion, which. objections ‘shall be noted in.the
" minutés of the canvassing. _ e . .

"The board of c:anvassers‘upan receipt of any such_ohjections shall auto-

_matically defer the canvass of the contested returns and shall proceed to gax:ivass

" the rest of the returns which aré riot _'cpi'lt.es.t@d bya.ny party. .’ i

LRIz ot e e e, e : . }dﬁjec—.
* 'Within twenty-four hours from'and after the p_rfggc_mtl.t_ahgl} of §,\‘re_rba j

tion; the'same shall be submitted in written fort to ths board of canvassers.

- Thereafter, the board of canvassers shall take up each contestéd return, consider

the writteh objections thereto and summarily rule therecn, Said ruling shall be ;

ade oral initially and then reduced to ivri@ing by the board w1t.hm twe.ntly{?ul.'
hours from the time the oral ruling is made. ° . _ o
. Any parly adversely affected by an oral ruling on its/his objection. sha
imlﬁéﬂiately' state orally whether it/he intends to appeal said rulmg _'I‘hg said
intent to appezl shall be stated in-the minutes of the canvassing. If a party

* ‘manifests its intent to appeal, the board of canvassers shall set aside thie return

""aind proceed to rule on the other cofitested returns. When all thé contested

RS fxt . Lo vt -dthe )
_réturnis have been ruled upon by it, the board of canvassers shall suspend the
. ;aﬁiﬁés'and shall makean appropriate report tothe Commission; copy furnished

t.hepart'es - . : AR R et )
. The k;oard of canvass;rs shall not proclaim any cadidate as wii'lnel:'un.less
* ‘authorized by tlie Commission after the latter has ruled on the objections

S o,
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brought to it on appeal by the losing party and any proclamation made in

violation hereof shall be void ab initip, unless the contested returns will not

adversely affect the results of the election. ° ; SR

" BEC. 246. Summary proceedings ‘before the Commission.—All "pre-

proclamation controversias shall be heard summarily by the Commission after
. due notice and hearing, and its decision shall be executory after the lapse of five
" days from receipt by the losing party of the decision of the Commission, unless

restrained by the Supreme Court. (Sec. 55, BP 697) ‘ o

SEC. 247, Partial proclamation.—Notwithstnding tie pendency of any pre-

proclamation controversy, the Commission may, motu proprio or upon tha filing

of & verified petition and after due noticé and hedring, order the proclamation of

otheér winning candidates whose election will not be affected by the outconie of

the controversy. = (Sec. 56,BP697) - ' - "o T
© .BEC. 248. Effect of filing petition to ahnual or to suspend the proclagation.—
The filing with the Cominission of ‘a' petition to annul of to suspendthe
proclamation of any candidate shall suspend the-running of the period’.cwithin .

-".-which to file an electiory protest or qud warranto proceedings.

ARTICLE XXI—ELECTION'CONTEST =~ -» >
SEC.'249. Jurisdiction of the Commission.—The Commission shall-be the
_sole judge of all contest relating to the elections, returns, and qualifications 3fall

-Mémbers- of the ‘Batasang Pambansa, elective regional, provincial and eity
officialss. (Art, J_HI—C, Sec. 2(b), Const.; Art. XIV, Sec. 58, BP'697) HEeoer

" _SEC. 250. Election contest for Bams&r'lg Pambansa, regional, proumcl.al and

" city offices.~A sworn petition contesting the ¢lection of any Memiber ‘of the

Batasang Pambansa or any regional, provincial or city official shall be filed with
‘the' Commission by any candidate who has duly filed a certificate of candidacy

. and hds been voted for the same office, within ten days after the proclamation of
- the results'of the election’ | (Art. X1V, Sec. 59, BP697) . S

’ SEC 25 1 Election contests for munwxpal oﬁ"':cés.-ﬁA swom"petitioﬁ.éoﬁbéis{ing

* the election.of & municipal officer shall be filed with the proper regional trial

court by any candidate who has duly filed a certificate of candidacy and has been

voted for the sme office, within ten days aftér proclamation of the results of the
| lection.” (Art. XVIII, Sec. 190, 1978 EC) AN

" BEC. 252, Election contest for barangay offices.—A sworn petition contesting
.- the election of g barangay officer shall be filed with the proper municipal or
* . metropolitah trial court by any carididate who has duly filed a certificate of
- . candidacy and has been'voted for thé same office, within ten’ days after the
* proclamation of the results of thé eléction. The trial court shrall dédide the

eléction protest within fifteen days after the filing thereof. The decision of the
municipal or metropolitan trial court may be appealed within ten days from
receipt of a copy thereof by the agprieved party to thé regional trial court which

N -79 .
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shall decide the case within thirty days from its submission, and whqse decisions
‘ sha]lbeﬁnal (Art, XVIII, Sec. 191 1978 EC Sec 20 BP222) ) :

Sec. 253. Petition for quo warrantb —Any voter cnntestmg the e]echon of
" any Member of the Batasang Pambansa, regional, provincial, or city officer an
the ground of ineligibility or of disloyalty.te the Republic of the Phlhppmes shall
file a sworn pstition for quo warranto y with the Comrnission within ten days after
the proclamation of the results of the election.. (Art XIV, Sec. 60 BP 697
M.XVIII ‘Sec. 189, par. 2 1978 EC) . ¢

Any voter contesting the election of any municipal or barangay officer on t.he
ground of ineligibility or of disloyalty to the Republic of the Philippines shall file -
a sworn petlt.mn for quo warranto with the regional trial court or metropolitan
or municipal trial ¢ourt, respechvely, within ten days after the proclamatxon of

"the results of the electm'n (Art XVIIL, Sec 189, pr 2, 1978 E C) '

Szc. 54. Procedure in election contests —The Commlsswn shall preacnbe
the rules
contests pertaining to all national, regional, provincial, and city offices not later’
than thirty days before such elections. Such rules shall provide a siniple and

4

govern the procedure and ‘other matters relating to the election -

" inexpensive procedure for the expeditious ‘disposition of election contest and :
shall be published in at least two newspapers of general c;rculat.lon (A,

‘XVI, Sec. 192, 1978 EC; Art, XIV, Sec. 62, BP697)

However with respect to elech on contests involving munmpal and barangay: )

) oﬂices the following rules of procedure ghall govern:

{a) Notlce of the protest contestmg the electlon of a candidate for a munici-

pal or barangay office shall be served upon the candidate by means of a summons -
at the postal' address’ stated in his certificate of candidacy except when the .
protestee, without waiting for the sumons, has made the court understand that .

he has been notified of the protest or has ﬁled h:s answer hereto; -

(b} The.proteshee shall answer the protest within five daysaﬂ;er receiptofthe ' =
_summons, or, in case there has been no summens from the date of his.ap- -
"pearance and in all cases before the tommencement of the heanng of the protest
or contest. The answer shall deal only with the elechoﬂ in the pollmg places :

- which are covered by the allegahons of the contest;

{¢) Should the protestee desire bo impugn the votes received by the pfo—

testant in other polling places, he shall file a.counter-protest within the same .
period fixed for the answer serving a copy thereof upan the protestant by -

reglstered mail or by personal’ delivery or through the sheriff;

(d) The protestant shall answer the counter-prot.est w:t.hm ﬁve days afher

: nohce. .

(e} Within. the period of five days. count.ed from the ﬁ]mg of the pmtest any
other cand:date for the same office may intervene in the case as other contes- .

tants and ask for afﬁrmatwe relief in his favor bya petltmn in mterventmn

80..

) months aﬂ.er ﬁlmg, decxde the same.

which shall be considered as anéther contest, except that it shall be substan-
tiated within the same proceédings. The protestant or protestee shallanswer the
protest in intervention within five days after notlce,

(ﬂ If no answer shall be filed to the contest, count,er-prot.est or to the protest

in ‘intervention, within the time lumts re;pectwe!y fixed, a general dental'shall

be deemed to have been entefed;

(g) In election contestproceedmgs the permanent registry list of voters, shall -

be conclusive in regard to the questlon as to who had the right to vote in said
electwn oo

SEC 255 Judicial counting of uotes in eIectwn contest. ——Where a]legatmns '

in'a protestor counter-protest so warrant, or whenever in the opinion gfthe court’
the interests of justice so réquire, it shall |mmedjate1y order the book of voters,
ballot boxes and their keys, ballots and other documents used in the election be

brought before it and that the ballot§ be exammed and the  votes . Te-.

counted (Sec. 221 1971 EC) h

SEC 256. Appeal.s —Appeals from any demswn rendered by the regmnal :

trial oourtunder Section 251 and paragraph two, Section 253 hereof with respect - ‘

to quo wdrranto petitions filed in election contests affecting municipal officers,

the aggrieved party may appeal to the Intérmediate Appellate Court within five -

days after receipt of a copy of the decision. No motion for reconsideration shall
'be entertained by the court. The appeal shall be decided within gixty days aﬂ.elj
the case has been suhnutbed for decmon (Art "XVIII, Sec 196 1978 EC)

SEC 257. Dec;sum in the Comm:sswm—The ‘Commission shall decide all

eleehon cages brought befare it within ninety days from the date of their sub-
fniséion for decision, The decision of the Commission shall become final thirty !

1978 EC}

SEC. 258. Preferentm! dxspos:twn of contests in courts.—The courts, in thelr
respective cases, shall give preference to election contests over all other eases,
except those of kabeas corpus, and shall without delay, hear and, within thlrty
days from the date of their submission for decision, but in every case within six

(A.rt XVIII Sec 187, 1978 EC) o

* days after receipt of_]ndgment (Art XII C Sec '3, Const sAFL. XVIII Sec. 193 :

- SEC. 259 Actital or compensatory damages —Actual or compefsatory .

damages may be granted in all electlon contests or in quo warranto proceedmgs

in accordance with law.

SEC. 260. Notice of decisions.—The clerk -of court-and the correspondmg
official in the Commission before whem an election contest or a quo warranfo

proceeding has been instituted or where the appeal of said case has been taken -

ghall notify immediately the President of the Philippines of the final dispesition

‘thereof. In eleetion contests involving provincial, city, municipal, or barangay
-offices, notice of such final disposition-shall also be sent to the secretary of the
- local sgnggunian concerned. If the decision be that none of the parties has been

81 .
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7egally elected, said oﬁicial shafl cex;ﬁfy such decii;ion to the President of the
Philippines and, in appropriate cases, tothe Commission.  (Art. XVIII, Sec. 198,
1978 EC) S : -

ARTICLE XXIL—ELECTION OFFENSES

offense:

{a) Vote-buyingandvote-selling.—{(1) Any pergon who gives, offersor promises
. money or anything of value, gives-or promises any office or employlpent,
franchise or grant, public or-private, or makes or offers to l:gake an expenditure,
- directly or ‘indirectly, or cause an expenditure to be made to any person,

association, corporation, entity, or community in order to induce anyone or the

_ public in general to vote for or against any candidate or withhold his vote in the

election, or to vote for or against any aspirant for the nomination or cheice of a.

candidate in a convention or similar selection process of a political party.

(2) Any person, association, corpordtion, group or community who solicits or

receives, directly or indirectly, any. expenditure or promise of any office or

employment, public or private, for any of the foregoing considerations.  (Par.
" (o), Sec. 178, 1978 EC) : e

,(B) Conapiracy tobribe voters.—Two or more peracns, whether canciidaf.es b_r
. pot, who come t0 an agresment concerning the commission of any violation of
paragraph (a) of this section and decide to commit it.  (Par. (), HJ

() Wager.ing upon result of election.—Any person who bets or wagers upon
. the cutcome of, ar any contingency connected with an election. Any money or
thing of value or.deposit of money or thing of value situated anywhere in the

Philippines put as such bet or wager shall be forfeited to the goverment. . __(qu. ‘

(o) IdJ

: . )

(d) Coercion of subordinates.—{(1) Any public officer, or any ofﬁcgr_of any
publi¢orprivate corporation or. association; or znyhead, superior, oradministrator
of any religious organization, or any employer or ]and-owner.'_who coerces or
intimidates or compels, or in any manner influence, directly or indirectly, any of
his subordinates or members or parishioners or employees or hous_e helpers,
tenants, dverseers, farm hélpe_'ra, tillers, or lease holders toaid, campaign or vote

for or against any candidate or any aspirant for the qomination or selection of

candidates.

o 2) A.nypublicoﬂioe;oranjoﬂioérofa.nyeommeréial,indush‘ial,agricultural,

. economie or social enterprise or public-or private corporation or as§ocmﬁon, or
_any head, superior or administrator of -any religious organization, ‘or any

employer or landowner who dismisses or threatens to dismiss, punishes or-

threatens to punish by reducing his salary, wage or-eon?pens?.tion, or.: by
demotion, transfer, suspension, separation, excommunication, ejectment, or

82

SEC. 261 Prohibited Acts.—The following shall be guilty of an. élection -

causing him annoyance in the performance ofhis job or in his membership, any
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subordinate member or affiliate, parishioner, employee or house helper, tenant,
overseer, farm helper, tiller, or lease holder, for disobyeing or not complying with

- any of the acts ordered by the former to aid, campaign or vote for or against any
candidate, or any aspirant for the nomination or selection of candidates. (Par.
d), Id). ' R .

(e) Threats, intimidation, terrorism, use of fraudulent device or other forms of -
coercion.—Any person who, directly or indirectly, threatens, intimidates or
actually causes, inflicts or produces any violence, injury, punishment, damage,

~ loss or disadvantage upon any person or persons or that of the immediate

. members of his family, his honer or property, or uses any fraudulent device or
scheme to compel or induce the registration or refraining from registration of any
voter, or. the participation in a campaign or refraining or desistance from any
campaign, or the casting of any vote or omission to vote, or any promise of such
registration, campaign, vote, or omission therefrom. (Bar. (e), Id)

(f) Coercion of election officials and employees.—Any person who, directly or
indirectly, threatens, intimidates, terrorizes or coerces any election official or
employee in the performance of his election functions or duties. " (New}

(g) Appointment of new employees, creation of new position, promotion, or
giving salary icnreases.—During the period of forty-five days before a regular
election’ and thirty daya before a special election, (1) any. head, official or
appointing officer of & povernment office, agency or instrumentality, whether
national or local, including government-owned or controlled corporations, who
appoints or hires any new employee, whether provisional, temporary or casual,
of creates and fills any new position, except upon pricr authority of the
Commission. The Commission shall not grant the authority sought unless, it is
satisfied that the position to be filled is eszential to the proper functioning of the

. office or agency concerned, and that the.positioq shall not be filled in a manner

that may influénce the election.

Agan exception to the foregoing provisions, a new empleyee may be appointed
in case of urgent need: Provided, however, That notice of the appointment shall
be given to the Commission within three days from the date of the appointment.
Any appointment. or hiring in violation of this provision shall be null and void.

_ (2) Any government official who 'p;omotés. or gives any increase of salary or

renumeration or privilege to any government official or employee, including-
those in government-owned or cohitrolled corporations. (Par. (), Sec. 178,

I978EC) = . | . . :

(b Tranafer of officers and emplayees inthe cluil service—Any public official

. who makea or causes any transfer or detail whatever of any officer or smployee

in the civil ssrvice including puble schoo! teachers, within the election perlod
except upon prior approvel of the Commission.  (Par. (g), Id) ) )

(@) Intarvention of public officers and employees.—Any officer or employee in
the civil sérvics, except those helding politieal offices; any officer, employes, or
member of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, or any police force, special forces, :.
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home defense forces, barangay self-defense umts ‘and all other para-military
units that now exist or which may, hereafter be organized who, directly or
md:rectly, intervenes in any. election .cempaign or.engages in any partisan

political activity, except to vote or. to preserve’ pubhc order, if he is a peace -

oﬂiee -(Par. (w) Id) ..

(J) Undue influence. —It is unlawful for any person to promise any office or
eniployment, public or private, or to make or offer to make an expendlture,
-directly or indirectly, or to cause an expenditure to be made to any person,

association, corporation or ent:ty, which ‘may induce anyone or the public in

general either tovote or vnt.hhold his vote, or to vote for or against any candidate
in any election or any asplrant for the nomination or selection of an -official
candidate in a convention of a political party. It is likewise unlawful for any
person, assocjation, corporation or community, to solicit or receive, directly or

indirectly, any expenditure or promise or any office, or employment, public'or

private, for any of the foregoing considerations.  (Sec. 53, 1971 EC)

() Unlawful electioneering—It is unlawful to solicit votes or undertake any
. propaganda on theday of registration before the board ofelect:on inspectors and

on the day of election, for or against any. candjdate or any political party within
EC)

(1) thlbmon against ‘dismigsal of employecs. labarer-s, or tenants -—No
employee or laborer shall be dismissed, nor:a tenant be ejected from his

* landholdings for refusing or failing to vote for any candidate of his employer or

- landowner. Any employee, lahorer or "ténant so dismissed .or ejected shall be

réinstated and the salary or wage of the employee or laborer, or the share of the

. -harvest of the tenant shall be réstored to the aggneved party upen apphcahon
+ to the proper court. (Sec 74 1971 EC)

e

-{m} Appeintment or use of specm.l polwcmen special agents, oonﬁdentwl
agents or the like—Duritg the campaign period, on the day before and on

. election- day, any appointitiF uthority Who appoints or any person who utilizes

the services of special policemen, special agents, confidential agents or persons.
performing similar fanctions; personagirgviously appointed as special policemen,

" special agents, confidentia) agents or persons pérforming similar functions who

continue actingas such, and those who/ fail to turn over their firearms, uniforms,

insignias and otherbadges ofauthonty to the properofficer who issued the same :

At the start of the aforementiongd period, the barangay chmman m\mmpal

" mayor, city mayor, provmc:aigovemor,oranyappmntmgauthontysha]l submit
" to the Commission a complete list of all special policemen, special ngents,,
-eonfidential agents or persons performing sitmilar functions in the employ of

their respective political subivisions, with such part:mlars as the Comm:ssmn

. mayrequ:re (Par. (h). Sec. 178, 1978 EC)

(n) Illega.l nelease ofpn.soners befbre and after election. —The Director. of the

- Buraau of Prisons, any provmc)al warden, the keeper of the jail or the person or

B4

the pollmg place and within a radms of thlrty meters thereof. (Sec. 56, 1971 .

T
~r

persons requlred by law to keep prisoners in then' custody who 111egally orders

" orallows any prigoner detained in the national penitentiary, or the provincial,

city or municipal'jail to leave the premises thereof gixty days before and thirty

days after the election. The municipal or city warden; the provincial warden, the

keeper of the jail or the person or persons required by law to keep prisoners in
their custedy shall post in three conspicuous public p]aces list of the prisoners
or detention prisoners under theircase. Det.enhon pnsoners mustbe categonzed
as such.- (Par ), Id)}

(o) Use of public funds, money deposued in trust, equipment, facdmes owned

" orcoritrolied by the government for an election campaign.—Any person who uses
~under any guise whatsoéver, directly or indirectly, (1) public funds or meney

deposited with, orheld in trust by, public ﬁnancmgl nstitutions orby government
offices, banks, or agencies; (2) any printing pregs; radio, or television station or

'audm—wsual equipment operated by the Government or by its divisions, sub-- .

.....

divisions, ‘agencies or instrumentalities, including " government-owned “or
controlled corporations, or by the Armed Forces of the Philippines; or (3) any
equipment, vehicle, facility, apparatus, orparaphemahaownedbythegovemment

or by its political subdivisions, agenciesincluding government-owned or controlled . -
corporations, orby the Armed Forces of the Philippines for any election campaign

or for any partisan poht.lcal actawty (Par 4] Id J

(p) Deadly weapons. -Any person who carries any deadly weapon in the
poiling place and within a radius ofone hundred meters thereof during the days

and hours fixed by law for the registration of voters in the polling place, voting, -
N countmg of votes, or preparahon of the election retums However, in cases of
affray, turmoil, or disarder, any peace officer or public officer authorized by the -

Commission to supervise the election is entitled to carry fi irearms or any “ather
weapon for the purpose of preserving. orderand enformngthe law. ' (Par.(k), Id.).

(q) Carrying firerams outsade mszdeuce or place of business.—Any person '

who, although possessing a permit to carry firearms, ‘carries any firearms

. outside his residence or place of business during the election period, unless .

authorized in writing by the Commission: Provided, That a motor vehicle, water

or gir craft shall not be considered a remdenoe or place ‘of business or extension -
“hereef. (Par. (D). Id) : .

. This pmhlbltlon shall not apply to cashlers and dlsbursmg ofﬁcers whileinthe

_performance of their duties or to persons who by niature of their offi cial duties,

profession, business or occupatlon habitually cany large sums of money or
valuables. - . . . .

&3] Use of armored land, water or gir craft.—Any peraan who uses durmg the

campa.lgn period, on the day before and on e]ectlon day, any armored land, water’

or air'craft, provided with any temporary or permanent equipment or any other
dewce or contraption'for{the _mounting or instailation of cannons, machine guns
end other similar high caliber firearms, including m:lltary type tanks, half
trucks, scout trucks, armored tracks, of any make-or model, whether new,
reconditioned, rebuilt.or remodelled: Provided, That banking of financial
institutions and all busmess firms may use not more than two armored vehicles
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) ~ upen previous authority of the Commission.

strictly for, and limited to, the [.;»urpose of transporting cash, gold bullion or other
valuables in connection with their business.from and to their place of busmeas,
*(Par. (m), 1d.} :

(8) Wearing ofumforms and bearmgams.—-—Dunngthe campaign penod on
the day before and on election day, any member of security or police orgamzahon
of' government agencies, commissions, councils, bureaus, offices, or government-
owned or controlled corporations, or pnvately-owned or operated security,
mvestlgahve. protective orintelligence agencies, who wears his uniform or uses
his indiginia,-decorations or regalia, or bears arms outside the immediate
vicinity ofhis place of work: Provided, That this prolubxtmn shall not apply when
said member is in pursuit of a person whohaa committed oris committing a crime
in the premises he is guarding; or when escorting or prmndmg security for the
transportofpayrolls, deposits, or other valuables; or when guardingthe residence
of private persons or when -guarding pnvate remdences. buildings or-offices:
- Provided, further, That in thelast case prior written approval of the Commission

shall be obtained: The Commission shall decide all applications for authority
* under this paragraph within ﬁft.aen days from the date of the ﬁlmg of such
application.” (Par. (n), Id.} -

. Dnrmgthe same penod and ending thirty days thereafter any member ofthe
Armed Forces of the Philippines, special forces, home defense forces, barangay
self-defense units and all other para-military units that now exist or which may
hereafter be organized who wears his uniform or bears arms outside the camp,
garrison or barracks to which he is assigned or detailed or outside their homes,
in case of members of pera-military units, unless (1) the President of the

. Philippines shall have given previous authority therefor, and theé Commission

. notified thereof in writ.mg, or (2) the Commission authorizes him to do so, which
authority it shall give only when necessary to assist it in maintaining free,
orderly and honest elections, and only after notice and hearing. All personnel of
the Armed Forces authorized by the President or the Commission to bear arms
or wear their uniforms outside their camps and all police and peace 6fficers shall
bear their true name, rank and serial number, if any, stitched in block letters on
a white backkround oh the left breast of their uniform, in letters and numbers
of clear}y legible design at:least two centimeters tall, which shall at all times

_rema.m visible and uncovered. (Sec. 84, par. (a), BP 697) .

During the election period, whenever the Commission ﬁnds it necessary for
the promotion of free, arderly, honest’ and peaceful elections in a specific ares, it
_shall configcate or order thi conﬁscaﬁon of firearms of any member or members
of the Armed Forces- of the Philippines, police forces, home defense forces,
. bardngay self-defense units, and all other para-military units that now exist, or
which may hereafter be organized, or any member or members of the security or
police organization, government ministries, commissions, councils, bureaus,
offices, instrumentalities, or governmant—owned or controlled corporations and
other submd:anes, or of any member or members ofpnvately owned oroperated
security, investigative, protechiva or intelhgence agancxes performing identical .
.or mm ar functions. (Id)

(t) "Policemen and pmvuwml guardsactingas bodyguardaarucmtyguarda.—
During the campaign period, on the day before and on election dgy, any men_aber
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- member of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, special forces, home defense
forces, barangay self-defense units-and all other para-military units that now

of the city or municipal police force, any provincial or subprovincial guard, any -

exist or which may hereafter be organized who acts as.bodyguard or security

guard of any public official, candidate or any other person, and any of the latter
who utilizes the services of the former as bodyguard or security guard: Provided,
~ ' . That, after due notics and hearing, when the life and security'of a candidate is
in jeopardy, the Commission is empowered to assign at the candidate’s choice,
any member of the Philippine Constabulary or the police force of any municipality
within the province to act as his bodyguard or security guard'in a number to be

determined by the Commission but not to exceed thiree per candidate: Provided,

however, Thiat when the circumstancesrequire immediate action, the Commission -

may issue a temporary order allowing the assignment of any member of the
Philippine Constabulary or the local police force to act as bodyguard or security
guard of the’ cand.ldate subject. to oonﬁrmahon or revocatwn
178, 1978 EC)

" gimilar forces.—Any pergon who organizes or maintains a reactmn force, stnke'
. force or sumlar force during the elect.mn penod

The heads of all reaction forces strike fotces, or smular forces shall, not lat.er
than forty-five days before the election, submit to the Commission a complete list
of all. members thereof with such partitulars "as the Comrmsnon may

‘ requlre (Sec 66, 1971 EC; Sec: 64 (B} BP 697y - - .

f

(Par' . (o)n Sec. -

(u) Organuatmn or malntenance of mactwn farces, strike forces, or ‘other -

(%) th;bztum against release, dwbursemem‘ or expenditure of public .

funds.—Any public official or employee ineluding barangay officials and those of
government-owned or controlied corporations and their subsidiaries, who, during
forty-five days before a regular election and thirty ddys before special election,
releanes, disburses or expends aﬂy pu.bllo funds foru

(1) A.ny and all kinds of public works; exoept t.he followmg'

(a) antenance of enstmg andlor eomp}eted pub‘he Wworks project: Provlded.

- That not more than the average number of laborers or employees already -

) employedtherem during the six-month period immediately prior to thebeginning
- of the forty-five day period before election day shall be permitted to work during
. such time: Provided, further, That no addmonal laborers shall be employed for

mmntenance work within the said penod of forty-ﬁva days; _ . . -

(b) Workundertakenbymnu-actthmugh pubhcblddmgheld urbynegohated
contract awarded, before the forty-five day period before election: Provided, That
“work for the purpese of this'section undertaken under the so-called “takay" or
“paquiao” system | shall not be eonsldered as work by eontract '

(¢} Payment for the uSuaJ cost of preparahon for workmg drawings,
. specifications, bills of materials, estimates, and other procedures preparatory to

actual construction including the purchase of materinis and-eugipment, and all
incidental expenses for yvn‘ges‘of watchmen and other laborers employed for such
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work in.the central office and field storehouses before the beginning of such

~ period: Provided, That the number-of such laborers shall not be increased over

the number hired when the project or.projects were commenced; and

(d) Emergency work necessxtabed by the occurrence of a publlc calamity, but
such work ghall be lmnbed to t.he restoratlon of the damaged facility.

No payment shall be made w:t.hm five days before t.he date of election. to
laborers who have rendered services in projects or works except those falling
under subparagraphs (a), (b}, (c), and (d), of this paragraph '

"l‘h.ls prohlbmon shall not apply to ongoing public works pro,]ects commenced

. before the campaign period or similar projects under foreign agreements. For

purposes of this provision, it shall be the duty of the government officials or

‘ageneies concerned to report to the Comm:ssnon the list of all such pmjects being
" andertaken by them :

@ The Mlmst.ry of Soclal Semces and Development and any other office in’
other ministries of the government performing functions similar to said ministry,
except for salaries of personnel, and for such other routine and normal expenses,

. and for such other expenses as the Cominission may authorize after due notice :

and hearing. Should acalamity or disaster occur, all releasesnormally or usually

- coursed through the said ministries and offices of other ministries shall be

turned over to, and administered and disbursed by, the Philippine National Red
Cross, subject tothe supervision ofthe Commission on Auditorits representatives,

" and no candidate or his or her spouse or member of his family within the second
-¢civil degree of affinity or consanguinity shall participate, directly or indirectly,

in the distribution of ariy relief or other goods to the victims of the calamlty or
disaster; and -

x . -

1.

(3) The Ministry of Human Settlements and any other office in any other
ministry of the government performing functions similar to said ministry, except
for salaries of personnel and for such other necessary administrative or other
expenses as the Commlsmon may aut.honze after due notice and heanng

(w).Prohibition agatnst constructwn ‘of public works. delivery of materiais for
public worksdnd issuance of treasury warrantsand similar devices. —Duringthe

_period of forty-five days preceding a‘régular election and thirty days before a .
. special election, any person who (a) undertakes the construction of any publlc

works, except for projects of works exempted in the preceding paragraph; or.(b)

. issues, ises or avails of treasury warrants or any device ‘undertaking future

dehvery of money, goods or other things of va]ue chargeable agamst pubhc
funds.  (Sec. 64 (d}, BP 6‘97)

(x) Suspension of electwe provmcml clty, mumcqpal or barangay oﬁ’icer —_
The provisions of law to the contrary notwithstanding during the election period, -
any public official who suspends, without prior approval of the Commission, any
elective provincial, ¢ity, municipat or barangay officer, unless said suspension .
will_be f_‘or purposes of n'pplyirig the “Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practicés Act”in

B8 .

.

. apphcatmn for cancelltion of his prevmus regwl:rat:on

' reglst.ermg

relation to the suspension and rdmoval of elective dﬂ'ieials; in which case the
provisions of this section ghall be inapplicable. (Sec. 64 (0), Id) -
@ On Reg:stratwn of Voters:

(1) Any person who, having. all the qualifications -and none of the ’
disqualifications of a voter, fails without justifiable excuse to register as a voter

-in an election, plebiscite or referendum in wh:ch hei i quahﬁed to vote (Pgr.
(p), Sec. 178, IS78 EC) '

(2) Any person who knowingly makes any false or untruthful stabement
relative to any of the data or mformahon requ.lred in the apphcahon for
reg'nstratmn “(Par. (@, 1d) g ’

3) Any person who dehberately unpnnts or causés the imprinting ofblurred
or indistinct fingerprints on any of the eoples ‘of the application for registration
or on the voter’s affidavit; or any personin charge of the registration of voters who
deliberately or through negligence, causes or allows the imprinting of blurred or
indistinct fingerprints on any of the aforementioned registration forms, or any
person who tampers with the ﬁngerprmts in ,sa:d reg:stratmn records . (Sec.
231 (5). 1971 EC) ) . :

(4) Any member of the board of e]echon mspectors who approves any
apphcahon which on its face shows that the apphumt does not possess all the
qualifications prescribed by law for a voter; or who disapproves any application
which onitsfaceshowsthatthe apphcantpossessesall such quahﬁcahons (Par
(r); Sec. 178, 1978 EC)

J'
I

5) Any person who, bemga regmt.ered vot.er registers anew w:t.hout ﬁ]mg an
‘(Par. (s) Id)y - ’

(6) Any person who regwters in auhat:tutmn for another whether mt.h or

* without the latter's: knowledge or consent.”  (Par. @), Id)

§)) Any person who tampers with or changes wnthodt authority any data or
entry in any voter's apphcahon for registration. . (Par. (u), Id) . :

(8) Any person who delays, hmders or ohatructs another from
(Par (v), Id.) ) . .

(9) Any person who falsely certifies or :dentlﬁes another as a bona fide
resident of a particular place or locality for the purpose of securing the latter’s
registration as voter. (Par. {w), IdJ}

(10) Any person who usés the voter's affidavit of another for the purpose of
voting, whether or nothe actun]ly succeedsin vohng .{Par.{aa), Sec. 178, 1978
EC) - . T :

{11) Any person who places, inserts or otherwise includes, as approved -
application for registration in the book of voters orin the provincial or naticnal

88

R e Sl Gmprie oy

PR

i S



. cent.ml ﬁlea of registered vot.ers. the applicat:on of any fictitious vober or any

- application that has not been appreved; or removes from, or otherwise takesout - .
of the book of voters or the provintial or national central files of registered voters

' any duly approvedvoter'sapplication, exceptupon lawful arder of the Commission,
or of a competent court or after proper canceliation as provided in Sections 122,
. 123 124 and 125 hereof . (Par. (bb) Sec. 178, 1978 EC)

- (12) Any person who transfers or causes t.he tra.nsfer of the registration
record of a voter to the book of voters of ancthers polling place, unless said
transfer was due to a change of address of.the voter and the voter was duly
notified of his new polling place.  (New) ° }

(13) Any person who asks, demands, takes, accepts or possesses; directly or’
indirectly; the voters affidavit of ancther, in order to induce the latter to'

withhold his vate, or to vote for or against any candidate in an electién or any

-igsue in a plebmclte or. referendum. It shall be presumed prima facie that the

asking, demanding, taking, accepting, or possessing is with such intent if done

- within the period beginning ten days before election day and ending ten days-

after election day, unless the voter’s affidavit of another and the latter are both
methbers of the same family.  (Par. (cd), 1d) )

(14) Anyperson who delwers,hands over, entrusts, gives, d.lrectlyormdnrectly ‘

his voter's- affidavit to another in consideration of money or other benefit or
prommes thereof, or takes or accepts such voter's affidavit direetly or indirectly,
by giving or causing the giving of money or other benefit of making or causing
the makmg ofa prom:se thereof (Par. (a), Subpar. 8, Sec. 231, 1971 EC) -

(15) Any person who alters in any manner, tears, defaoea, removes or
destroys any certified hst of voters. . (Par (dd) Sec. 178, 1978 EC) -

(16) Any person who takes, carries or pogsesses any blank or u.nused .

‘registration form already issued to a city or municipality outside of said city or
municipality except &s otherwme provided in this Code or when. directed by

. expressorder of the court or of the Commlsswn (Par.(a) Subpa.r 15, Sec. 231,
1971 EC) : ’

(17) Any person who mahcibusly omits, tampers or transfers to ancther list .

" the name of a registered voter from the official liat of voters posted out.ude tha
. pol]mg place.

(l) On votin,g

(1) Any person who !‘alll to cast hil vote without.jmt.iﬁabla excuse, (Par
(u). Sec. 178, 1978 EC)

1

(2) Any person who' vom moro than cnce in the same elacﬁon. or who, not "

being regllt.arad voter, vot.oo inan oloction. {Par. (10, Id.) -

(8 Anyperoon who votesin lu.bltltutlon for another whether withor without
the lattor'l knowledge and/or consent. (Par. (g) 1d)

%.

(4) Any person who, not bemg 11hterate or, physically dxsabled allows his
ballot tobe prepared by another, orany person who prepares the ballot of another
who isnotilliterate or physically disabled, with or without thelatter'sknowledge
and/or consent. (Par (a), Subpar. 24, Sec 231, 1971 EC with amendments)

: (5) Any-person who avails hlmself‘of a.ny means of scheme to discover the

: econtents of the ballot of a voter who is preparing or casting hns vote or who has

(Par (hh) Sec. 178, 1978 EC)

(6) Any vober who, in the course orf vot.mg, uses a béllot other than the one
given by the board of election mspectors or has in hls possessmn more than one
official ballot (Par. (i), IaL) .

just voted,

“(7) Any person who places under arrest or detama a voter thhout lawful
cause, or molests him in such a manner as to obstruct or prevent him from going
to the polling place to cast his vota or from returnisig home after casting his vote,
or to compel him to reveal how he voted,” . (Par. G, 1d)

. (8) Any member of the board of elechon inspectors charged vnt.h the duty of
reading theballot during the oonnt.mg of votes who deliberately omits to read the

. vote duly written on the ballot, or misreads the vote aetually written thereon or .

reads t.he name of‘ candldate whereno nameis wntten on the ba]lot. (Par (kk),

‘ )] Any member of the, board of electlon mspectors charged with the duty of
tallying the votes in the tally board or sheet, election returns or other prescribed
form who deliberately fails to record & vote therem ot records erronéously the

. votes as ‘read, of records a vote where nio such vote has been read by the

chamnan (Par. (1)), Id)
(10) Any member of a board of election mspectorowho ha.s made possible the

casting of inore votes than there are reglstered vot.ers

(11) Anypersou who, fot the purpose of dlsruptmg or bhstruchngﬂm alechon
process or causing confugion among the voters, propagates false and alarming
reports or information. or transmits or, c:rculaten false, orders, directives or -
messages regarding any matter relating to the printing of official ballots, the
postponement of the election, the t.mnsfer of polling place or the general conduct
of the election. (Par (oa), IdJ o ; .

(12) Any person who, mthout Iegal nuthonty, dostroyl substitutes or takes .
away from the possession of those havinglegal custody thereof, or from the place

. ‘where they are legally deposited, any election form or document or ballst box

.which contains official ballots or other ‘documents used in the election. - (Par
(qq), See. 178 1978 EC) )

{18) Any person having legsl custody aof the ballot box containing tho oﬂlcial :
ballots used in the election who opensor destroys said box or removes or destroys
its coritants without or against the order of the Commission or whe, through hia
negligence, enables any person to commit any of the aforementioned acts, or’
takes away said ballot box from his custody.  (Par. (rr), Id)
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' (14) Any member of the board of election inspectors who knowingly. uses

hallot.s other than the official ballots, exeept in those cases where the use of

emergency ballots is authonsed - {(Par. (10}, IdJ ¢

(15) Any public oﬁieial who nlglecu or fails to properly preserve or aecount
for any ballot box, documents and t’orma received by h“im and kept under his
custody. - (Par (uw), Idj - - -

" (18). Any person who reveals the contents of the bellot of an illiterate or -

- dJsebled voter whom he assisted in preparing a ballot. (Par (vu), IdJ

a7 Any person who, without suthority, transfers the location of & polling
_place - (Par Gww), Id.)

., (18) Any person who, without anthority. printe or causes the pnnting of any

bellot or election returns that appears as official ballots or election returns or
- who distributes o causes the sime to be distributed for-use in the. election,
whetherornottheyarenctuallyused (Par. (aaa) IdJ o

- {19) Any person who, wit.hout authority, keops, Qses or carries out or causes
to be Eept, used or carried out, any cfficial ballot or election returns or printed:
proof thereof, type-form mould, electro-type printing plates and any other plate,

numbering machines and other printing paraphernalia bemg used in'connection -

with the pnntmg of official ballots or election returns. . '(Par. (bbb), IdJ

(20) Any official ¢ or employee of any prmhng establishment or of the'
. Commlsmon or any member of the eomm:ttee in charge of the printing of official .
ballots or election returns who causes official ballots or election returns to be -
printed in quantities oxeeedmg those authorized by the Commission or who

distributes, delivers or in any manner disposes of or causes to be distributed,

delivered, or disposed of, DY oﬁiém.l ballot or election returns to any person or

persons not authorized by law or by the Commission to receive or keep official
ballots or election returns or who sends or causes them tobe sent to any place not
designated by law or by the Comhliuslon. {Par. (cec), Id)

. @D Anyperson who, throughnnyuct,meansordmee violatesthe mtegrity
of any official ballot or election returns before or after they are used in the
electxon (Par (ddd), IdJ ’

(22) Any person. who femoves, teare, defaces or destroya any cerhﬂed hat of
candidates posted ingide'the voting bootlu during the houro of voting.  (New)

(23) Any person who holds or causes the holdmg ofan electlon on eny other .

. day than that fixed by law or by the Commudnn. or stops any-election bemg
. legally held. (Par. (pp), Id) -

(24) Any person who delibemtol;y blurs his ﬁngerpnnt in t.he vol:mg

' record:  (New)

' _(aa) OnCanvqs_sing:

T T e R T et e

s )

(1) Any chairman of the'b.oa'rd of canvtl,esers who fails to give due notice of the -
date, time and place of the meeting of said board to the candidates, political
parties and.lor members of the board.

(2 Any member of the board of canvassers who. proceeds with the canvass of
votes and/or proclamation of any candidate which was suspended or annulled by
the Commission, {New)

3 Any member of the board of canvagsers who proeeeds with the canvass of
votes and/or proclamation of any candidate in the shaence of quorum, or without -
giving due notice of the date, time and place of the meeting of the board to the
candidates, political parties, andlor other members of the board.  (New) - .

(4) Any member of the board of canvassers who, wnthout authority of the
Commission, uses in the canvass of votes. endlor proclamation of any candidate
any document other than the official copy of the election returns. = (New) -

(bb) Common toall boards of election mapectors and boarda of canvassers: -

(1) Any thember of any board of elechon mspect.ors orboard of canvassera who
deliberately abstnts himself from the meetings of said body for the’ purpose of

_obstructing or delaying the performanee ofits du,tles or functions. (Par. (zz),

Sec. 178, 1978 EC) _
{2) Any member of any board of elect.lon mspectors or board of canvassers

- who, without Jushﬁable reason, refuses to sign and certify any election form

required by this Code or prescribed by the Commission altho_ugh he was present

during the meetmg of the said body. (Par. (yy), 1d.)’

. Any person who, being ineligible for appomtment as member of any board
of election inspectors or board of canvassers, accepts an appointment to said
body, assumes office, and actually serves as a member thereof, or any public
officer or any person acting in his behalf who appomt,s such :nelxgxble person

-knowing him to be ineligible.  (Pgr. (x:r), Id. ) i o

(4) Any person who, in the presence or wlthm the hearmg of any board af
election inspectors or board of canvassers during any of its meetings, conducts
himself in such a disorderly manner as to interrupt or disrupt the work or
proceedings to the end of preventing smd body from performing its funchons, -
either partly or totally. (Par(rin), Id)” .

(5) Any public official or person acting in his behalfwlro relieves any memblar

. of any board of election inspectors or board of canvassers or who changes or -

causes the change of the assignments of any member of said board of election

* inspectors or f board of canvassers mthout authonty of the Commission. (Par.
. (88), Id.) ' . : .

(ec) On candidacy and campaign: o
(1) Any polmca] part.y which holde pohtlcal conventaons or meetmga to .
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nominateits official candidates earher than the period fixed in this Code. (Par.
(eee), Sec. 178, 1978 EC) .

(2) Anyperson who ahstmct.s deatroys or cancels any certificate of candldacy -

‘duly filed and whi¢ch has not been cancelled upon orderofthe Comtmssmn (Par
., Id.) .

(3) Any person who rmsleads the board of election inspectors by su.bmittmg

any false or spurious certificate of candxdacy or document to the pre,]udxce of a-

candidate.  (Par. (ff), Id.} _
(4) ‘Any person who, bemg ‘authorized to receive cerhﬁcabes of candxdacy,

receives any certificate of candidacy outside the period for filing the same and

makes it appear that said certificate of candidacy wasfiled on t;une. Or gny person

who, by means of fraud, threat, intimidation, terrorism or coercion, causes or

compela the commission of said act. (New) -

(5) Any person who, by any device or means, jams, obstructs or interferes with

aradioor te]evmion broadcasf. of any lawful pohtical program (Par (ggg) Id) .

(6) Any person who sohc:ts votes or undertakes any propaganda, on the day .

of election, for or agninst any eandidate or any political party within the polling
place or within a radius of t'hu-ty meters thereof. . (Par. (hhk) )

- (dd) Other prohl.buwna

{1} Any person who sells, furnmhes, oﬂ'ers, buys, serves or takes intoxicating -

liquor on the days fixed by taw for the registration of voters in the polling place,

or on the day before the election or on election day: Provided, That hotels and .

other establishments dul)h:ert.lﬁed by the Miriistry of Tourism s tourist oriented
.and habitually in the business of catering to foreign tourists may be exempted
for justifiable reagons upon prior authority of the Commission: Provided, further,

That foreign tourists takmg mtoncatmg hquor in said authorized hotels or ]

est.abhshments are exempted from the provisions of thls subparagraph.

(2} Any person who opens in any pollmg place or within a radius of thirty

. meters thereof on election'day and d the counting of votes, booths or stalls

. of any kind for the.sale, dispensing ‘or display of wares, merehand:se or
refreshments, whether sohd or hqmd or for any other purposes.

~ (3) Any person who holds on elechon day, f‘an-s, cockfights, bozmg, horsa.

raees, Jal-alau or any other gimilar sports (Par. (m), Id)

(4) Refusal to carry election mail matter, —Any operat.or or employee of a
public utlhty or transportation company operating under & certificate of public
convenience, including government-owned or controlled postal service or its
employess or deputized agents who refusa to carry official election mail matters
free of charge during the election period. In addition to the penalty prescribed
herein, such refusal shall conatitute a ground for cancellation ot revocation of

) eertlﬁcate of pu.bhc convenience or francluse (Par. (Rkk), Id.)

.Y oes

t

i (6) Prohibition againgt discrimination in the sale of air time. ;Azxy person ‘
who operates a radio or television station who without justifiable cause dis-
criminates against any political party, coalition or aggroupment of parties or any .

candidate in the sale of air time. In addition to the penalty prescribed herein,
such refusal chall constltut,e a g'rou.nd for cancel]atmn or revocation of t.he
franchise. .

SEC. 262. Other election offenses. -—V:olahon of the provisions, or pertinent
portions, of the following sections of this Code shall constitute election offenses:
Sections 9, 18, 74, 75, 76, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 88, 89, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99,
100, 101 102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 169, 110, 111, 112, 122, 123, 127,128,
129, 132, 134, 135, 145, 148, 1560, 152, 172, 173, 174, 178, 180, 182, 184, 185,188,
189, 190, 191, 192, 194, 1965, 196, 197, 198, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 207, 208, 208,
210, 211,212,213, 214, 215, 216, 217, 218, 219, 220, 223 229,230,231, 233 234,
235, 236, 239 and 240,

BEC. 263 Persons cnmtnauy liable.—~The principals, aeco'mpliées, and
accessories, as defined in the Revised Pengl Code, ehall be criminally liabla for
election offenses. If the one responsible be a political party or an entity, its

+president or-head, the officials and employees of the samie, performmg duties

connected with the offense committed and its members who may be principals, .

accomplices, or accessories shall beliable, in addition tothe halnhty of such party
or entity., . (Sec. 180, I978 EC) .

SEC. 264. Penalues —Any person found gu.u]ty of any,election offense under
this Code ghall be punished with imprisonment of not less than one year but not
more than gix years and shall not be subject to probation, In addition, the guilty
party shall be _sentenced to suffer disqualification.to hold public office and
deprivation of the right of suffrage. ifhe i isa foreagne( he shall be sentenced to
‘deportation which shall be enforced after the prison tprrn has been sérved. Any
- political party found guilty shall be sentenced to pay, a fine of not less than ten
thousand pesos, which shall be imposed upon such party after criminal action
has been instituted in which their conespondmg gfﬁaals have been found

gmlt_v (Sec. 181, 1978EC)

In case of pmoner or prisoners ﬂleg!;llj; released from any penitentiary or jail
during the prohibited period as prmnded in Section 261, paragraph (n) of this .

. Code, the director of prisons, provincial warden, keeper of the jail or prison, or
persons who are reqmmd by law to keep said-prisoner in their custody shall, if
convicted by a competent court, be.sentenced to suffer the penalty of prision
mayor in its maximum period if the prisoner or prisoners so illegally released

" commitany act of’ mtxrmdatmn, terrorismor interference inthe election. - {Sec.'

79,1971 EC)

“Any person found gmlty of the offense of fmlnre to reglster or. fmlure 1o vote

- ‘ahall ypon conviction, be fined cne hundred pesos. In addition, he shall suffer
: disqun‘liﬁeahon to run for public office in the next sueeeedmg election followmg

his conviction or be appointed to a public office fora penod of oné year followmg
- his'conviction. . (Sec. 181, 1978 EC)
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SEC. 265. Prosecution.—The Commission shall, through its duly authorized

lega! officers, have the exclusive power to conduct preliminary investigation of

all election offenses punishable under this Code, and to prosecute the same. The

" Commission may avail of the assistance of other prosecuting arms of the

government: Provided, however, That in the event that the Commisgsion fails to

" acton any complaint within four months from his filing, the complainant may file

the complaint with the office of the fiscal or with the Ministry of Justice for proper

investigation and prosecution, if warranted.  (Sec. 182, 1978 EC; and Sec. 66,
BP 697) e

SEC. 266. Arrestsin connemou with the election campaign.—No persen shall
be arrested and/or detailed at any time for any alleged offense committed during
and in connection with any election through any act or language tending to
suppert or oppose any candidate, political party or cealition of political parties
under or pursuant to any order of whatver name or nature and by whomsoéver
issued except only upon a warrant of arrest issued by competent judge after all
the requirements of the Constitution shall have been strictly complied with.

If the offense charged is punishable under a presidential detree whether
originally or by amendment of a previcus law, the death penalty ghall not be
" imposed upon the offender except where murder, rape, or arson is involved. In
allcases, the penalty shall notbe higher than rectuswn perpetua and the offender
shall be entitled to reasonable bail upen sufficient sureties to be granted speedily
by the competent court. Moregver, loas of the right of cmzenshlp and confiscation
of property shall not be u-nposed

Any officer or a person who ghall violate any provision of this sectlon shall be
punished by imprisonment of not less than six (6) years and one (1) day nér more
than twelve (12) years, with the,aecessory penalties for election offenses. The
provision of Sect:on 267 of this Codle shall not apply to prosecutwn under this
aechon

SEC. 267. Preecrzptwn ——Electlon oﬁ'enses ghall prescribe after ﬁve years
from the date of their commission. if the discovery of the offense be made in an
election contest proceedings, the penod of prescription. ‘shall commence on the
- date on' which the judgment in such proceedings becomes final and
executory (Sec. 185, Id) s ..

SEC. 268. Jun.sdzctwn of courts., ~The reglonal tna.l court shall have the
- _exclusive original jurisdiction to try and decide any criminal action or proceed-

ings for violation of thisCode, except those relating to the offense of failure to
régister orfajlure to vote which shall be under the jurisdiction of the metropolitan

" or municipal trial courts From the decision of the courts, appeal will lie as m

. ather criminal cases. (Sec 154, Id.)

SEC.' 269. Preferential disposition of electwn oﬁ'enses —The mvestxgahon. .

. and prosecution of cases involving violations of the election laws shall be given

preference and priority by the Commission on Elections and prosecuting officials.

Their investigation ghall be commenced without delay, and shall be resolved by
the investigating officér within five days from its submission for resolution, The
- courts shall likewise give preference to election offenses over all other cases,
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except petitions for writ of| habeascorﬁuh. Their trial shall likewise beconimepced
without delay, and shall be cohducted continuously until terminated, and the
case shall bedecided within thirty days from its submissuon for decision. (P.D.
1676}

ARTICLE XXIN--LEGAL FEES .

SEC. 270. Coltectmn of legal fces —'me Commumon is hereby nuthonzed to
collect fees as follows:
(a) For ﬁ;mishing eeruﬁed transmpt of records or eoples'
of any record, decision or mlmg or entry of which any person

is entitled to demand and receive copy, ‘for every PBEB P 2.00
" () For every certificate or writ or process - 10.00°
(¢) For each certificate Not 0N Process... i msivsreesenes ” 2.00 -
{d) Inapprogriate cases, forfilinga second and uueceedmg' R
motions for reconsideration ... ccisrcrerenressssisnes 50.00
(e) For every search of any record of more than one year's .
standing and readmg the same.._......:..:..:................._...: ~ 10,00

SEc 271, Payment of Fees.—The fees mentioned in the preceding section
shall be paid to the_ cashier of the Commission who shall in all cases issue a -
receiptfor the same andshall enter the amountrecewed upon his book specifying
the date when received, the fee, and the perdon from whom received. The casluer
shal] 1mmedmte]y report such payment to the Commission.

1

ARTICIE XXIV—TRANSITORY PROVISIONS

.SEC. 272 Pending actiona. -Pendmg actions and causes of action ansmg
before the effectivity of this Code sha.ll be’ govemed by the laws then m
force. (Sec 246 1971 EC) ]

SEc. 273 Deugnatwn af certain pre-clectum acts ‘immediately aﬂer the

. approval of this Code.~If it should no longer be reasonably possible to observe

the periods and dates herein prescribed for certasri pre-election ‘acts in the
election immediately following the approval of this Code, the Commission shall
fix other periods in order to ensure that voters shall notbe depnved ofthen- nght

) ofsuﬂ’rage .

SEC. 274 Accredxta!wu of dommant oppodtiou party —For purposes of tb’eA

“nextlocal elections in 1986 and the next presidentialelections in 1987 or earlier,

the dominant opposition party shall be that political party, group ororganization
or coalition of major national or regional political parties opposed to the mq)anty -
party which has the capability to wage.a bona fide nationwide campaign as

shown by theextent of its organization and the number of Mémbers of Parliament - -

‘affiliated with it: Provided, however, That with specific referénce {o the next local

- elections in constituencies which are mpresented in the Batasang Pambansa by

MembBers who do not belong either to the majority party or.to the political party

_or coalition of political parties deseribed sbove, the representatives of the
- opposition in the board of elechon mspeetors, board of canvassers or other
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gimilar bodies sha]l be proposed exclusively by the party to which’ sald Member
- of the Batasang Pambansa belong: Provided, however, That it is reg:stered
before the next local e]ectxons o

Any political party, group or orgamzshon or eoaht.:on of pohtlcal psrbes

seeking accreditation under this section shall file a verified petition with the
Commission on Eleciions stating therein such information as may be necessary

to enable the Commission to determine the quhﬁcatxons for accred:tat.lon m o

sceordanee with the standard herem provided. -

The Commission on Elections shall accredit the domma.nt opposatlon party

~ not later than thirty- days before t.he campalg'n period in every election,

: Incasea presldent:-al election is, held before the next local elections or before A
the presldenhal election in 1987, the provisions of the Constituton shall be

“enforced in determining which shall be the dominant oppomtxon party for
purposes of the next loca] electaons ]

" SEC. 275. Party representatwea in the board of election mspectars --Unt:l o

such time as the two accredited political parties are determined in accordance
with th:‘flmwsmns of the Constitution, the two members ghall each be proposed
by the ruling party and the dormnant opposition party as may be determined by

the Commlsslon pursuant to the provrs:ons of tlus Code ] ]
SEC 276 Appmpnatlons, and insirance f'or board of election mspectors -

The cost of holding the next local elections provided in this Code shall be funded
out of the current appropriations of the Commission on Elections provided for
this purpose. In cage of deficiency, additional funding may be provided out of the
special activities fund inténded for spec:al pnonty activities aut.honzed in the

General Appropriations Act.

The chairman and the polt clerk of the board of electmn mspectors shall
receive per diem at the rate of one hundred pesos on election day and fifty pesos

on each of the registration and revisions days. The inspectors of the political
.parties shall be granted a per diem ofﬁﬂ;y pesos on election day and twenty-five

pesos on each of the registration and revigion dayd. Education support personnel

. of the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sperts -ghall receive & per dmm of

twenty-five pesos diring elecuon day.

Supervisors, pnnclpaisand other sdmnustrat.ors ofthe Mmistry ufEdusshon. 3
‘Culture end Sports who may be esked by the Commission, and actually report,
for supervisory assignment during regxstrahou and election day shail be enhtled :

toaperd:emofﬁ&ypesos

The provincml city snd mumc:psl treasurers shall reeexve per dlem atthe
-rate of one hundred pesos on election day,

Pe,yment.s of per diems under this section shall be msde within seventy-two
heurs after the election or reg:strahon day

‘The ehmrmnn. poll clerk and party representahves in t.he board of elaction
inspectors shsll be msured with the Government Service Insurance System st
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fifty thousand pesos each under terms and conditions that shall be agreed upon
by ‘the Chairman of the Commission, the Minister of the Budget, and the
Minister of Education, Culture and Sports. = .

- 8EC. 211, Specml election for President before 1987.—Incasea vacancy inthe

Office of the President occura before the presidential election in' 1987, the

Speaker of the Bstassng Pambansa shall act as President until a President and

‘Vice-President or either of them shall have been elected and shall have qualified,

Their term of office ghall commence at noon of the tenth day following their’
proclamation, and shall end at fivon on the. thu‘txeth day of June of the sixth yesr
thereafber .

The Acting Presldent may not deelare marhal lawor suspend the pmnlege of
the writ of habeas corpus without the prier consent of at least a majority of all.
the Members of the Batasang Pambansa, or issue any decree, ‘order or letter of
instructions while the lawmaking f power of the President is in force. He shall be
deemed automatically on leave: and the Speaker Pro-Tempore shall act as-
Speaker. While acting as President, the Speaker may not be removed. He shall _
not be eligible forelection in the 1mmedmtely succeed.mg electlon for President
and Vice-President. ) I

- The Batasahg Pambansa shall, at ten 0 clock in the mornmk of the thlrd day

" -after the vacancy occurs, convene in accordance with its rules without need of a

.call and within seven days enact o law calling for & special eliction to elect a

_President and Vice-President tobé held not earlier than forty-five days nor later.
" than sixty days from the time f such call. The bill calling such special election .

shall be deemed certified under paragraph (2), Section 19, Article VIII of the.
constitution and shall become law upon its approval on thn-d reading by the
Batasang Pambansa. Appropriations for the special election shall be charged ;
against any current appropriations and shsll be exemptfrom the requarement.s
of paragraph (4), Section 16 of Article VIII of the Constitution. As provided in the
third paragraph, Section 9 of Article VI1 thereof, the convening of the Batasang
Pambansa cannot be suspended nor the special election postponed. No special
election shall be called if the vacancy occurs within seventy dsys before the date
of t.he presldentml election of 1987. - k .

Appomtments extended by the Achng President shallremain effectwe, unless

.. tevoked by the newly eIected Pres:dent w:t.hm ninety days from his assumption.

of office.

8EC. 278, Special electwu to fill existing vacancws in the -Batasang
Pambanga.~—The election of Members to fill existing vacancies in the Batasang

. ~ Pambansa shall be held simultaneously with the next local election in 1986 or

.in the next special national election for Pres:dent and Vice-President if one is
held earlier.’

8Ec. 279. Electtveeﬁﬁdsls inexisting sub-provinces.—-The election of electnre :
public officials in existing sub-provinces shall likewise be held simultaneously
with the next local alections of 1986 and 1090 in accordance with their respactive

. charters, subject to the same term, qualificatioris, manner of election and
- resolution .of electitn eont.mvsrsies ss are herein provxded for comparable

provincial elective officials.

a

" :M g e T R W W e i e it =TT
LT P D )




._alrerdyin the service of the Commission, upen approval of this Code. shalibelaid

.

Al}'m:u: )OKV.;FINAL PROVISIONS p
SEC. 280. Reorganization of the Commission on Elections.—In order to promote

" maximum efficiency in carrylﬁg out its constitutional duty to insure free, orderly
and honest elections and in discharging its judicial powers and functions under -

the Constitution, the Commission is hereby authorized to reorganize its office
within twelve months after the first election to be held under this Code: It may
create, merge, or abolish departments, offices, divisions or units, redistribute
functions and reassign personnel , change designations of existing positions

. subject to pertinent existing laws and 'regulations. It may recommend the levels

andrates of salaries of its subordinate officials and employees subject to the laws
and regulations on civil service and compenaation, position classification and
standardization of salaries: ‘Provided, That no permanent official or employea

off, or demoted in rank or salary. .

SEC 281, Sepambduy clause —If for a.ny Teason any sectmn or provision of
this Code, or any porticn thereof, or the apphcatmn of such aect:on, provision or
portion to any person, group or curcumstance is declared invalid or un-

" constitutional, the remainder of this Code of the application of such section,

provision or portion thereof to other persons, groups or clrcumstances shall not

"be nﬁ'ect.ed hy such declaration.

SEC 282 Repealmgclauae --PresldentlalDecree No. 1296, ot.herwxselu'lown

" 68 The 1978 Election Code, as amended, is hereby repealed. All other election

’ laws,decrees,execuhvenrders rulesand regulahons orparta thereof, inconsistent

.Approved. .' ...~

,'_A;pproved: lf)eaaﬁtﬁber 3.'- 98E

with the provisions of this Code are hereby repealed except Presidential Decres -

No. 1618 and Batas Pambansa Blg. 20 governing the ‘election of the members of

. the Sangguniang Pampook of Regmns IX and XII.

SEC. 283: Eﬁ'ectwu:f ——'I'hls Code’ shall take eﬂ'ect upon its approval

z

H No. 3811

8. No. 1861 . . RIS . !
. Republic’ of the 'Phlhppmes
Congress of the Philippines.
.. Metro Manila
_ Fifth Regular Session

". Begun and held in Metro Manila, on Monday, the twenty-
second day of July, mneteen hundred and nmety-one

[REPUBUC ACI' NO. 7 6&]

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR. SYNCHRONIZED NATIONAL AND LOCAL
" ELECTIONS AND FOR ELECTORAL. REFORMS, AUTHORIZING -
APPROPRIATIONS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Hom of Represeutatwes of the Phdlppmes
in Congress assembled: :

SECTION 1. Statement of Policy.—Itis the pohcy of the State to synchronize .
elections so that there ghall be simultaneous regu]ar electmns for national and
local oﬂ'lclals orice every three (3) years. : .

- SEC. 2. Date of electwns —In‘accordance with the pohcyherembefore stated
there shiall be an election for President, Vice-President, twenty-four (24) Senators,
all el;ctwe Members of the House of Representatives, and all elective provincial,
city and munmpal officials on the second Monday of May, 1992, Thereafter, the
President and Vice-President shall be elected on the same day every six(6) years; -
while the Senators, elective Members of the Housé of Representatives and all
elective provincial, city and municipal officials shall be elected on the same day
every three (3} years, except that with respect to Senators, only twelve (12) shall

- be elected .

SEC. 3. Election ofMembersoftheSmggunmnnglalawagan, Sangguniang
Panlungsad and’ Sangguniang Bayan.—The elective members of the Sang-
guniang Panlalawigan, Sanggumang Panlungsod and Sa.ngglmlang Bayan
sha]l be elected as follows:

(a) For provinces with two (2) or more leg:slahve districts, the elective
members of the Sangguniang Panlalawigan shall be elected by legistative
districts. For this purpose, the number of seats shall be’ apportloned equitably: -
Provided, That, if equal division is not _possible, the remaining member or
members shall Be elected in the district or districts'with the greater number of

population o, if they be the same, with the greater number of voters: Provided
further, That, ifa legislative district includes a city that does not vote in the
election of provincial officials, the Commission on Elections, hereinafter referred

_ toas the Commission, shall a]locate the number of seats among the districts in

proportion to the’ populatxon of t.he eonstltuenclee votmg for the Sanggunumg :
Panlalamgan -
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(b} For pmvincés with only one (1) legislative district, the Commission shall

divide them into two(2) districts for purposes of electing the members of the :

Sangguniang Panlalawigan, as nearly as practicable according to the number of

inhabitants, each district comprising a compact, contiguous and adjacent terri-

tory, and the number of seats of elective members of their respective sanggunian
shall be equitably apportlonad between the districts’ in accordance with the
immediately preceding parag-raph _

() The number and election of elective members of the Sanggumang Pan-
lungsod and Sangguniang Bayan in the Metro Manila Area, City of Cebu, City
.of Davao and any other city with two (2) or more legislative districts shall
continue to be governed by the provisions of Section 2 and 3 of Republic Act No.
6636; Provided, That, the mu.nicipnhties of Malabon, Navotas, San Juan,
Mandaluyong, Muntmlupa, Las Plﬂan ‘and Taguig shall have twelve (12)

councilors, and Pateros, ten (10): Provlded further, That, the Commission shall .

divide each of the mumupahheu in metro Manila Area into two (2) districts by
barangay for purposes of representation in the Sangguniang Bayan as nearly a5
practicable according to the number of inhabitants, eachi district eompnsmg a
_compact, contlguous and adjacent territory; and

{d) For purposes of the regular elections on May 11, 1992, elective members’

of the Sangguniang Panlungsod and Sangguniang Bayan shali be elected at

large in accordance with existing laws. However, beginning with the regular -

. elections in 1995, they shall be elected by district.

The Commission shall promulgate rulél a.ﬁd regulhhons to.eﬁ'echveiy pro-
vide for the election of sectoral representahves in the impleméntation dof the
- Local Government Code ' i

SEC. 4. Postponement, Failure of Election arid Special Elections.—The post- '

ponement, declamtlon of failure of election and the calling of special elections as
provided in Sections §, 6 and 7 of the Omnibus Election Code shall be decided by
the Commission sittingen bancby a majority vote of its members. The causes for

«the declaration of a failure of election may occur before or after the casting of .

votes or on the day of the election.

In casé & permanent vacancy shall occiir in the Senate or House of Repre-,

sentatives at least one (1) year before the expiration of the term, the Commission
shall call and hold a special election to fill the vacancy not earher than sixty (60)
days nor lenger than ninety (90) days after tha occurrence of the vacancy.
However, in case of such vacancy in  the Senate, the special election shall beheld
mmu]tanenusly with the next succeeding regular election.

SEC. 5. Election and Campatgu Pertod —Unloss otherwise fixed by the
Commission, the election period for the May 11,.1983 regular elections shall
commence ninety (90) days before the day of the election and shall end thirty (30)
days thereafter. -
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- The campaign periods ar'é 'he'reb'y ﬁxe’d a8 follows- ‘

“(a) For Presldent. Vlce-Pres:dent and Sentors, nmety (90) days before the

. ‘d.ay of the electlon, and - .

(b) Formembers of the House of Rapresentahves and e]echve provmc:al city
and mummpal oﬁ'lclals forty ﬁve (45) days before the day of the electlon

However, in the preparat:on of the election mlendar t.ha Comm:ssmn m.ay-
exclude the day before and t.ha day of the election itself, Maundy Thursday and

GOOd Fl'ldﬂy . 2]
Any election cnmpa:gn or partwan pohtlml activity for or agnmst any can-

didate outeide of the campaign period herein provided is prohibited and shall be :

considered as an slection cﬁ‘ense pumshable under Semons 283 and 264 of t.ha

) Omm'buu Elactlon Code,

SEC 6. Nomination and Selection of Oﬂ’lctal Caudtdatu —No pohtlcal
eonvention or meeting for the nomination or selection of the official candidates

" .of any political party or organization or political groups or coalition thereof shall

be held earlier t.han the follomng penoda - & .

(a). For Pres:dent, Vwe-Pres:dent and Senatnrs, onehundred slxty-ﬁve (165)
_ days before the day of the election; and

(b) Formembersofthe House of Rapfesentatxveu and elective provincial, city
or mumcxpal officials, seventy-ﬁve (15} days before the day of the elechon

SEC 7. deg of Cemﬁctues of Candidacy. —The certifiéates of candidacy of
any pergon running for the office of President, Vice-President, Senator, Member
of the House of Representatives or any elective provincial, ‘dty or municipal
official shall be filed in five (5} legible copies with the offices of the Commission

. specified ‘hereunder not later than {the day before the date legally fixed for the
_begmnmg of his campaign period. - ) : :

(a)’ The certificate of cand:dacy for President, Vace-Premdent. 'and Senators
shall be filed with the main office of the Commission in Manila, °

(b) The ceitificate of ca.ndldacy for members of the House of Representatlves

" shail be filed with the provincial election supervisor of the provinge concemed '
~ Those for legislative districts in the National Capital Region shall be filed with -
. the régional election director of said region and these for leg:slatwe districts in

cities outside the National Capltal Region which comprise ene or more legis-
lative districts shall be filed with the city election registrar coneemed

{¢) The certificate of eandnda.cy for provincial offices uhnl] be filed with the
prcmncxal election supemsnr concerned; and

(d) The cerbﬁcata ofcandidacy for dtyor munimpa.l cfﬁma shallbe ﬁled th.h
the city or municipal electmn regmtrar eunumed.
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Whenever practicable, the names of regletered candidates for local positions _

shall be printed in the election returns: Provided, That, if a candidate has been’

disqualified or declared a nuisance candidate, it shall be the duty of the Com: -
mission to instruct without delay the appropriate election officials to delets the -

name of emd cendldate as pnnted in the electlon return,

The certificate ofcandldacy shallbe filed by the candidate persenally or by ]ue .
duly authorized representative. No certificate of candldacy shall be filed or

e.eeepted by mail, telegram or facsimile. '

SEC. 8, Precincts and Their Estabhshmem —A.ny provision of Iew to the

contrary notwithstanding; where.it is not practicable to divide the p'recmct by
territory, the Commission may adjust or split the precinet by- assigning the
‘registered voters therein alphabetically and equitably. ameng the adjusted or
" gplit precincts: Pmmdzd, That the pollmg places of said precincts shall be in the
eanie bmldmg or premises;

. 8EC. 9. Registration of Voters.—There ehe.ll bea regletratlon of voters on the
. ﬁﬂ:eenth Saturday before the day of the election for voters who will reach the age
of eighteen (18) yearsson or before the day of the election or for ‘those who ate
qualified but not registered in the list of voters. However, the Commission may
‘designate an additional date of registration in certain areastoensure t.hat voters
" theréin are not depnved of their right of suffrage. .

" "Before adwurmng on registration day, the board of elechon mspectore shall -

close the list of voters by affixing their signatures in the space immediately after
the last name; number cansecutively the names of the voters: listed therein and
authénticate the llst of votersby affixing their signatures on each and every page
thereof R )

" Theboard of election inspectors shall post, on the wall outside the room where

the registration was conducted, the list of voters in each precinet beginningon

thefirst working day afterregistration day until election day. Failure to post said
‘list shall constitute an election offense pumshahle under Sechons 263 and 264
of the Ommbus Electlon Code o

‘When thereis a mgmﬁca.nt number of mclumena, excluswns and corrections

in the list of voters in a precinet, the Commission shall direct the board of election -

inspectors conterned to meet on the eight Saturday ‘immediately préceding the

day of the election for the purpose of making such inclusions, exclusions and -

‘corrections as may be or may have been ordered by the courts, stating opposite
. every name 80 corrected, addéd or cancelled, the date of the order and the court

which issued the same; otherwise, the board shall not meet but'such inclugions, -
exclusions and corrections, if any, shall be made in t.he list of voters before the-

votmg starts on electmn day.

SEC. 10. Annulment of the Lwt of Voters.—Any book of voters the prepara-

tion of which has been ‘effected with fraud, bribery, forgery. lmpersonatxon,

intimidation, force or any other mmllar irregularity or which is ut.ahstxeally -
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improhable may be annulled, after due notice and hearing, by the Commission
motu proprio or after the filing of a verified complaint:Provided, that no order,
ruling or decision annulling a book of voters shall be execut.ed thhm mty (80)
daye before an election. : ]

8o, 11 Votmg Booth.—Any provigion of ]aw to the eont:rery notwith-
standing; there shall be in each polling place at Jeast ten (10) voting booths of -
such size, specifications and materials as the Commission may pre\nde to enable

' f.he voters to fill out the:r ballots secretly.

8EC: 12. Absentee Voting.—Absentee votmg as pmded for in Executive
Order No. 1567 dated March 30, 1987 shall apply to the elections for President,

Vice-President and Senators only and shall be limited to members of the Armed . ©

Forces of the Philippines and the Philippine National Police and other govern-
ment officers and employees who are duly registered voters and who, on election
‘day, may temporarily be eselgned in connection with the performanee efelection '
-duties to plaeee where they are not registered votere - '

8EC. 13. Authorized Erpenses of Candidates and Poluieal Parties.—The
e.ggregate amount that a candidate or reg:mtered polmcal party. may spend for’
election campalgn shall be as follows

~ {(a) For cendldatee Ten pesos (P10, 00) for Premdent and Vlee-Presndent
and for other candidates, Three pesos (P3.00) for ‘every voter currently regis-
tered in the constituency where he filed his certificate of candidacy: Provided,
That, a candidate without any political party and without support from any
poltiltical party may be allowed to spend Five pesos (P5.00) for every such voter;

(b)* For political parties — Five pesos (P5.00) for every voter currently
registered in the constituency or constituencies where it has official candidates.

Anypmviaibn oflawtothe col:trery‘ notwit.hsﬁmdhg, an} eonh-il:uh‘on meaxh ‘

. orin kind to any candidate or political party or coalition of parties for campaign

purposes, duly report.ed to the Commlssmn, ehall notbe subject to the payment

- of any gift tax. .

SEC. 14; Statement of Contftbutwns and Expeudume Eﬂ'ect ofFadure io

File Statement.—-Every candidate and-treagurer of the pohheal party shall,

within thirty (30) days after the day of the election, file in duplicate with the’
offices of the Commission the full, true and itemized statement of all contn- .
butions and expendntures in connection w:th the electmn '

No person elected toany publlc office shall enter upon the duhes of his office

. until he has filed t.he statement of eont;ribuhone and’ expendlmree henem ‘

required.

The ea.me prohlbmon shall apply if t.he pohtlcel party “which nommated the -
wmmng ‘candidate fails to file the statement requ:red herem mt.hm the period
prescnbed by tl-ns Act.
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- Except candidates for elective barangay office, failure to file the statements
_or reports in connection with electoral -contributioris and expenditures as
required herein shall conatitute an administrative offense for which the offenders
‘shall bé liable to pay an administrative fine ranging from One thousand pesos
(P1,000.00) to Thirty thousand pesos (P30,000.00}, in the discretion of the
Commission. ’ . - _
. The fine shall be paid within thirty (30) days from receipt of notice of such’
failure; otherwise, it shall be enforceable by a writ of execution issued by the
Commisgion against the properties of the offender. T

It shall be tﬁe'dufy of every city or municipal election registrar to advise in -

writing, by personal delivery or registered mail, within five (5)daysfrom the date
_of election all candidates residing in -his juriédiction to comply with their
obligation to file their statements of contribirtions and expénditures. .

'f"ﬁr the commission of a seédnd or subsequent offense under this Section, the -

- Adminigtrative fine ghall be from Two thousand peses (F2,000.00) to Sixty
thousand pesos (P60,000.00}, in the discretion of the Commission, In addition,

the offender shall be subject to perpetual disqualification to hold public office.

© §EC. 16, Pre-proclamation Caves Not Allowed in Electiorls for President,
. Vice-President, Senator, and Members of the Houge of Representatives.—For

purposes of the elections for President, Vice-President, Senator and Member of }

the House ‘'of Representatives, no pre-praclamation: cases shall be allowed on
matters relating to the preparation, transmission, receipt, custody and appre-
ciation of the election returns or the certificates of canvass, as the case may be,
However, this does not prechide the authority of the appropriate canvassing
body motu propio or upon written complaint of an interested person to correct
manifest érrors in the certificate of canvass or election returns before it.

" Questions affécting the composition or procesdings of the board of canvassers
may be initiated in the board or directly with the Commission in accordance with
Section 19 hereof. A . . s

Any objection on tho election réturns before the city or municipal board of

canvassers, or on' the municipal certificates of canvass before the provineial

. boards of canvassers or district board of canvessgers in Matro Manila Ares, shall
- be specifically noted in the minutes of their respective proceedings.” = -

. 8EC. 18.. Pre-proclamation Cases Involving Provincial, City and Municipal

Offices.—Pre-proclamation cases involving provincial, city and municipal offices

shallbe allowed and sk all be governed by Sections 17, 18, 19, 20, 21 and 22 hereof.

All pre-proclamation cases pending before the Commission shall be deemed: -

_ terminated at the beginningof the term of the office involved and the rulings
1 of the board of canvassers concerned shall be deemed affirmed, without pre-

- judica to the filing of a regular election protest by the aggrieved party. However,
- proceedings may continue when on the basis of the evidence thus far presented,
the Commiasion determines that the patition appears meritorious .and ac-
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.cordingly issues an order for the proceeding to continue or when an appmﬁriate
order has been issued by the Supreme Court in a petition for certiorari.

SEt_:. 17. Pre-proclamation Controversies: How. Commenced.:—Questions
affecting the composition or proceedings of the board of canvassers may -be
initiated in the board or directly with the Commission. However, matters raised
under Sat;tionn 233, 234, 235 and 236 of the OmnibussElection Code in relation

.to the preparation, transmission, receipt, custedy and appreciation of the
election returns, and the certificates of canvass shall be brought in the first
instance before the board of canvassers.only. o

.8EC. 18. Summary Disposition of Pre-proclamation Controversies.—All pre-
proclamation controversies on election returns or certificates of canvass shall,
on thebasis of the records and evidence elovated to it by the board of canvassers,
bé disposed of sumntarily by the Commission within seven (7) days from receipt
thereof. Its decision shall be executory after the lapse of seven (7) days from

~ receipt by the losing party of the decision of the Commission. -

o SEC. 18, Contested Compoaition or Proceedings of the Board, Period to Appeal;
Decision by the Commission.—Parties adversely affected by a ruling of the board
‘of canvassers on questions affecting the composition or proceedings of the board

'may appeal the matter to the Commission within three (3) days from a ruling

. thereon. The Commission shall summarily decide the cade within five (5) days

from the filing thereof.
SEC. 20. Procedure in Disposition of Gontested Election Returns.—a) Any

- candidate, political party or coalition of political parties contesting the inclusion

or exclusion in the canyass of any election returns on ‘any- of the grourids
authorized under Article XX or Sectiops 234, 235 and 236 of Article XIX of the
Omnibus Election Code shail submit their ora objection to the chairman of the
board of canvassers at the time the questioned return is presented for inclusion .
in the canvass. Such objection shall be recorded in the minutes of the canvass,

“() Upon receipt of any such cbjection, the board of canvassers shall auto.’

" matically defer the canvass of the contested returnsand shall proceed tocanvass.

the returns which are not contested by any party.

(¢} Simultaneous with the oral ol:ciectioh, the obje.cﬁngpart.y sh@ alsoenter

" his ohjection in the form for written ohjections to be prescribed by the Com-

mission, Within twenty-four (24) hours from and efter the presentation of such )

" an objection, the chjecting party shall submit the evidence in & rt of th
.objectlon, which shall be ettached to the form for written obj'ebﬁcn? %uafn t.h:

same period of twenty-four (24) hours after presentation ¢f the objection, any
party may flle 8 written and verified opposition ta the ohjection in the form alse
1o be prescribed by the Commission, attaching thersto supporting evidence, if
any. The board shall not, entertain eny ohjection or opposition unless reduced to

" writing'in the prescribed forms.

 The evidence attached tothe objection oi;pposluom lubmltbed the parties,
shallbe immediately and formally admitted into the records uftl;le’yboa:gby t;:e
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. cha.mnan aﬂinng hls mgnahxre at t.he back of each and every page ther°o£

{d) Upon rece:pt of the. ev:denee, the boa.rd sha]l t.eke up the contested .

returns, conzider the written objections thereto and opposition, if any, and
" gummarily and immediately rule thereon. The board shall enter its ruling on the
' presmbed form and authentlcata the same by the signatures of its members. _

(e) Any party ad\rereely aﬁ'ected by the rulmg of the board shall imme--

diately inform the board ifhe intends to appeal said ruling. The board shall enter
eaid information in the minutes of the canvass, setaside the retnme and proceed

: to consider the other retume R o . .

(n Aﬁer all the unoontested returns have been canvassed amd the contest.ed

" returnsraled upan by it, the board shall suspend the canvass, Within forty-eight
{(48) hiourstherefrom, any party adversely affected by the ruling may file with the

‘board a written and verified notice of appeal; and within-an unextendible period .

-of ﬁve (5) days thereafter, an appeal may be taken bo the Commission.

(g) Immed.mt.ely upon rece:pt of the notice of appeal, theboard shall make an »'

' appropriate report to the Commission, elevating therewith the complete records

- and evidence submltted in t.he canvass, and furmsh.mg the part:lea with coplel .

" of the report.

h) On the basis of the records a.nd evxdenee elevat.ed to 1t.by the board tha
Commssnon shall decide summarily the appeal within seven (7) days from the
reeelpt of said records and evidence. Any appeal brought before the Commission

. "’ on the ruling of the board, without the aeoomphshed‘ forms and t.he evrdenoe_‘
" . appended thereto, shall be sumnmnly dlsmlssed. ‘ . ‘

'The decision of'the Commmsaon ahall be executory efter the lapse of seven (7)
daya from receipt thereof by the losmg party :

S The board of CANIVASSETS shnll not proclann any candldate as winner
" unless authorized by the Commiagion after the latter has ruled on the objections
brought to it on appeal by the losing party. Any proclamation made in violation
. hereof shall be veid ab initio, unless the contested returns will not adversely
affect the reeulte of the elechon

SEc. 21 Pamal Pmlamatwn.—Notmthstandmg the pendenéy of any .
pre-proclamation ; controversy, . .the Commisgion may summarily order: the-

_ proclamation of other winning candidates whose e]echon wﬂ] not be affected by
" the' outcome of the oonh-oversy :

SEC 22, Eleenan Comests far Mumctpa! Offices.—All elechon contests
involving municipal offices filed with the Regional Trial Court shall be decided
expeditiously. The decision may be appealed to the Commission within five (5)
days from promulgation or receipt of a copy therecf by the agg:nevod party. The

_ Commission shall decide the appeal within sixty (60) days after it is submitted,
for decision, but not later than six (6) months after the filing of the appcal, which .

decision shall be final, unappealable and executory.
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' BEC. 23. OﬁieudBaIIota —(a) Ballots for nat:lonal and local elections, regular
or special, plebiscites and referends, shall be of uniform size and shal be provided
by the Commission. They shall be printed in black ink on white gecurity paper .
with distinctive, clear and hgzble walermarks that will readily distinguish it
from ordinary paper. Each ballot shall be in the shape of a strip with stub and
detachable coupon containing the serial number of the ballot, and a space for the
thumbmark of the voter on the detachable coupon. It shall bear at the top of the
middle pertion thereof the coat-of-arms of the Républic of the Phlhpplnes, the. -
words “Official Dallot,” the name of the city or the municipality and province in’
whlch the election is to be held; the date of the élection, and the following notice
"in English: "Fill out this ballot secretly inside the votmg boot.h Do not put any

. dlst.mchvo mari. on any part of this ballot.”

(b) Tho official ballot shall contain the names of all the offices to be voted for
in the election. allowing opposite the name of each office, suﬂiuent space or
spaces with horizontal lines where the voter may write the name or names of
mdmdualun(hdatea votad for by lnm.

(c) There
excepl as

nol. be anything printed or written on the back of the ballot
in Section 24 ofthm Act; )

-

(d) Officiall ballots for cities and mu.mmpahhes where Arabic i is of general

‘use shall have each of the titles of the offices to be voted for prmted in Arabicin

addition to and immediately below the English title;

(o) Nomthetandmg the preceding provisions, the Cormmsslon is hereby

‘authorized to prescribe a different form of official ballot on the same water-

marked security paper to facilitate voting by illiterate voters only and to use or

" - adopt the latest technological and electronic devices in connection therewith as

pmvzded under Section 52 (i) of the Ommbua Election Code.

. SEC. 4. Stgnaturc ofChamnau ot the Back ovaer_y Baliot—In: every case
. before delivering an official ballot to the voter, the chairman of the board of |

election inspectors shall, in the presence of the voter, ; affix his s:gnat.ure at the

' back thereof. Fa;lu.ret.o authenticate shall be noted in the minutes of the board

of election inspectors and shall constitute an election offenze pumshable under
Sections 263 and 264 of the Omnibus Election Code - . .

SEC. 25 Mgnner of Couutmg Votzs.—In add:tmn to t.he reqmrement in the

“fourth paragraph of Section 12 Republic Act No. 6646 and Section 210 of the

Omnibus Election Code, in reading the individual official ballots-durihg the

' . counting, the chairman, the poll clerk and thé third member shall assume such

positions as to provide the watchers and the members of the publxc as may be "
conveniently accommodated in the polling place, an unimpeded view of the ballot

.being read by the chairman, of the election returns and the tally board being

mmultnneously accomplished by the poll clevk and.the third rember ; Tes-
pechveb, without touching any of these election docurents. The tabl shall be
cleared of all unnecessary writiig paraphernalia; Any vielation of this require-
ment shall constitute an election offense pumshable under Séction 263 and 264
of t.he Omnibus Election Code. -
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SEG 28. Official Watchers. —Every registered: pohtlcal party or coahtlon of
political parties, and avery candidate shall each be entitled to one watcher in
every polling place and canvassing center: Provided, That, candidates for the
Sangguniang Panlalamgan, Sangguniang Panlungsod, or Sangguniang Bayan
belonging to the same elate or ticket shall collectwely be-entitled . to only one
watcher. ~ - . )

There shall nleo be recogmzed 8ix (6) Pnnc:pal watchers, repreeentmg the
six (6) accredited major political parties, who shall be designated by the
Commission upsn nomination of the said parties, Theae political parties shall
be determined by the Commissicn upon notlce and heanng on t.he bam of the
" following urcumstancee . T

(a) The established record of the said parties, coalition or groups that now
compose them, tekmg into aceount. among other ‘things, their showing i in pest
elechons.

(b) the number of mcumbent electlve officials belongmgto them nmety (90)

days before the date of. elections;

(e} The:r 1denhﬁable political org-amzatlone and strengths as e\ndenced by )

theur orgemzed chapters;

(d) The abilitytofilla complete slat.e of candldates from the mumcxpal level_
to the pos:tlon of Preeldent and |

(e) Other analogoua c:rcumstanees thst may determme then' relatwe
orgemzatlons and stréngths.

.8EC. 27. Numberof Copies af E!ectwn Remms and Their Dtatnbutwn.—The .

board of election inspectors shall prepare in handwriting the election returns in
‘theirrespective polling places, in thenumber of copies herein pronded andi in the
fo'rm tobe prescribed a.nd prov1ded by the Cotmmsmon ‘

The oop:es of the electwn rehxms shall be’ dlstnbuted as follows

a) In theelection of Presldent, V"wl’remdent, Sanators and members ofthe
Houee of Representatives:

(1), The first copy sha]l be dehvered to t.he uty or mumclpal board of

canvassers;
@ The seoond copy, to the Congress, d;rected to t.he Presldent of the
Senate; . : .
* {8 - The third copy. to the Commmmon. ’

Y The fourth copy, to the pmvmclal board of canvaesere,

5 The fifth copy, to be known as advance elect:on ‘returns, ehall be

_ delivered to the city or mummpal treasurer who, in the presence of the election

reg‘mtrar or h.as auﬂ:onzed representatwe, shall mmemate}y and publicly open
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the same and post the votes therem in an election tally board sufficiently large
to-enable the public to read them, built on a public place preferably mthm the

~ immediate vicinity of the city hall or municipal medmg

(6) The sixth copy shall be given to the city or mumclpel tnal court Judge
or in his absence to any official who may be designatéd by the Commission. The
city or municipal trial court judge or the official designated by the Commission -
shall keep his copies of the election returng, sealed and unopened: Said copy may
‘be opened only ‘during the canvass upon order of the board. of canvassers for
purposes of companlon with other coplee of the retums whose authenhcxty isin
_question; and’

(7) The seventh copy shall be depoelmd mslde the compartment of the '

: ba]lot box for valid hallots, end

b) In the e]ect:on of local oiﬁciels, :

(1) The first copy ehall be dehvered to t.he cxty or mu.mmpal boenl of .
canvassers;

(2) The seoond copy, to the Commselon, _. .
(8) The third copy, to the pmmncml board of canvassers;

(4) The fourth copy, to be known as advance election’ retums, shall be
delivered to the city or municipal treasurer who, in the presence of the election
reg'zstrar or his authorized representatwe shall immediately and publicly open

* the same and post the votes therein in an election tally board sufficiently large
- to'eriable the public to-read them, built on a public place’ preferably w1thm the

munedmte vmmxty of the cxty hell or municipal bmldmg .
(5) ‘The fifth copy ‘shall be given to the city or municipal trial conrt Judge

“or in his absence, to any official who may be designated by the Commission. The

¢ity or municipal trial court_]udge or the official designated by the (lommission -
shallkeep his eop1es of the election returns, sealed and znopened. Said COpy may. .
be opened only dunng the canvass upon order of the board of eanvassers for
‘purposes of companson w:th other copies ofthe returns whose authenhcxty is m

" question; and -

(6) The sixth copy shall be depos:ted mexde the oompartment of the ba]lot
box for valid bellote T ' o

SEc. 28, Canvassing by Provmcml Cuy, D:stnct and Mumc;pal Boards of
Canvassers.—(a) The city. or municipal board of canvassers shall canvass'the
election returns.for President, Vice-President, Senators and members of the
House of Representatives and/or elective provincial end city or municipal

-officials. Upon completion of the.canvass, it shall prepare the certificate of

canvass for President, Vice-President, Senators and Members of the House of )
Representatives and elective provincial officials and thereafier, proclaim tha ‘

elected city or municipal oﬁiemle. as the case may be.

(b) The e:ty board of eenvaeeers of utnes oompnsmg one or more legmlat:we
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districtsshall canvass the electit;n returns for President, Viéé-Presi&ent, Senators, .

Meinbers of the House of Representatives and elective city officials. Upon.

completion of the canvase, the board shall prepare the certificate of canvass for
President, Vice-President, and Senstors and thereafter, proclaim the elected

. Members of House of Representatives and city officials.

{¢) (1) In the Metro Manila Area, each municipality comprising a legislative .
district shall have a district board of canvassers which shall canvasa the election
returns for President, Vice-President; Senators, Members of the House of
Representativesandelective municipa) officials. Upon completion of the canvass,
it ‘shall prepare the certificate of canvass for Président, Vice-President, and"
" Senators and thereafter, proclaim the elected Members of the House. of
Representatives and municipal officials. . .

‘(2) Each component muni:iipality in.a legislative district in the Metro

Manila Area shall have a municipal board of canvassers which sha]l canvass the -

eléction returns for President, Vice-President, Senators, Members of the House
of Representatives and elective municipal officials. Upon completion of the

" * eanvass, each’ shall prepare.the certificate of canvass for President, Vice-

President, Senators, Members of the House of Represantatives and thereafter,
proclaim the elected municipal officials. S o ’

~'(3) The district board of canvassers of each legislative district comprising .
two (2) municipalities in the Metro Manila Area shall canvass the certificates of. -
canvass for President, Vice-President, Senators and Membeérs of the House of .

" Representatives submitted by the municipal boards of canvassers of the com-
ponent municipalities. Upon completion.of the canvass, it ghall prepare a
certificate of canvass for President; Vico-President and Senators and thereafter,

proclaim the elected Member of the House of Representatives in the legislative -

district.

'@ ‘The provincial board, of canvassefs shall canvass the certificates of

canvass for President, Vice-President, Senators, Members of the House of

_ Representatives and elective provincial officials ag well as plebiscite results, if
-any plebiscite is conducted simultaneously with the same election, 88 submitted
by the board of canvassers of municipalities and component cities. Upon

" completion ofthe canvass, it shall prepare the certifieate of canvassfor President,
- Vice-President and Senators and thereafter, proclaim the elected Members of
‘the House of Representatives and provincial officials as well as the plebiscite

results, if any,

SEC: 29: Number of Copiesof Certificate of Ca:iv_dss ard t'f.wirDis;ribun}o.n.— o
(a) The certificate of canvass for Presideat, Vice-President, Senators, Members -

of the House of Representatives and elective provincial officials shall be pre-
pared in.seven (7) copies by the city or municipal board of canvassers and
distributed as follows: : N s -

(1) The first copy shall be deliver2d to the provincial board of canvassers

Members of the House of Representatives and elective provincial officiald;-

for use in the canvass of election results for President, Vice-President, Senators,

o _Com_mia_sion to copduct a media-based unofficial count; and -

- T " T T

. (2) The second copy shall be sent to the Commission;
" (3) The third copy shall be kept by the chairman of the board;
(4) The fourth copy shall be given' to the citiiéﬁa a.rm' desigﬁaféd by the
o ®) 'Theﬁﬁh,siyﬂiandsevehth oopi'es‘ahallbegjvmwtherepmsentaﬁvé;-
of any three (3) of the ix (6) major political parties in accordance with the volun-
tary agreement of the parties, Ifno such agreement is reachied, the Commiission -
. shall decide which parties shall receive the copies of the certificate of canvass on

the basis of the criteria provided in Sectioh 26 hereof. The parties réceiving the -
certificates shall have the obligatior to furnish the other parties with ?mit.hsnti:

* copies thereof with the least possible delay.

() The certificate of ¢anvass for President, Vico-President and Senators -

. shall lfe'px_'_ei:ared in severi (7) copies by the city boards of ecanvassers of dities’
. comprising one or more legislative districts; by provincial boards of canvassers

-and by district boards of canvassers in the Metro Manila Ares, and distributed
as follows: .- - D - .

'(1) The first copy shall bé sent to the Congress, directed to the President
of the dge?ate for use in the canvass of election results for President end Vice-
Prem n ; N -t . -’ ’

(2} The second copy shall be sent to the Gomlﬁisaion}'or uae in the canvass
oftheelectipn_resul_t.sfqr'Se;lgtars; - ot PR

" (8) The third copy shall be kept by the chairmen of the board;" L

(4). The fourth copy. shall be given to the citizens arm designated by the
Commission to conduct 8 media-based unofficial count; and - N .

_ (5) The fifth, sixth and seventh copies of certificate of canvass shall be.
giventoany three (3) of the six {6) accredited major political parties in accordance
with the voluntary agreemenit of the partiés. Ifuo such agreement is reached, the
Commission shall decide which parties shall receive the copies of the certificate
of canvass on'the basis of the criteria provided in Section 26 hereof, The parties’

with adthentic copies thereof with the least possible delay.

. receiving the certificates shall have the obligation to furnish the other parties .

(c) The certificates of. ear.vau prepared by the city or municipal boardaof

_canvessers shall each be suppoited by a statement of votes by precinct, signed. -

and thumbmariced by the chairman and members éf'the board, and the princi
watchers if available. Thereaftar, it shall be sealed and ;slaoedmsidear;anvei‘f;,.'

which shall likewise be properly sealed.
N A - P ) : ’ ’ )
" In the Metro Manila Area, the certificates of canvass prepared by a district -

‘board of canvassers of a legislative districét comprising one (1) municipality shall

be supported by a statement of votes by precinct. The certificate of canvass A
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sing o
repared by a district board of canvassers of a legsthe district comprising
?2) zlunicli’:alities shall be supported by a statement of votes by II:num_mpahty‘ -

ﬂé certificates of canvass pi‘epar_-éd by the provinéial board of canvassers

shall be supported by a statement of votes by municipality, and the ériginal copy -

. thereof for the Congress shall, in addition, to be supported by statement of votes . .

* by precinct as submitted to the provincial board of canvassers by the'city or

municipal boards of canvasgers. The same requirement shall apply in _t.}:a case
of the fertiﬁcate of canvass of a district Board of canvassers of 2 lemshgw
distriet comprising two (2) municipalities in Metro Manila Are& e A

SEC.'30, Congress as the National Board of Canvassers of the Election of

ident and Vice-President; Determination of Authenticily and D.ug Execution
f’f!C’se‘ftei;téatu of Canvaas.—Congress shall determine the authenticity and due
execution of the certificates- of canvass for President and- Vice-President as

" accomplished and transmitted to it by the local boards of canvassers, on a

i 1 certi { i d thumb-
ing that: (1) each certificate of canvass was executed, signed and thur
:;?:dgby%e(chajnnan and members of the board of cinvassers and trdns-

-
v

mitted or caused to be transmitted to Congress by them; (2) each certificate of

- canvass contains the names of all of the candidates for President and Vice-

President and their corresponding votes in words and figures; and (3) there

- exists no discrepancy in other authentic copies of the certificate of canvass or

discrepancy in the votes of any candidate in words and ﬁgqr'es,in the same
certificate. o _ . .
W‘heﬁ the certificate of canvass, duly certified by the board of canvassers of

. each province, city or district, appears to be incomplete, the Senate President

shall required the board of canvassers concerned to transmit by personal

. delivery, the election returns from polling places that were not included in the -

i i i ; shalt be
rtificate of canvass and suporting statements. Said elec!:on.s retu.r‘n,s.s
::hmlct;ed by personal delivery within two (2) days from reeel.pt of notl.oe. .

' i at ific ' ipporting statement of -
When it appears that any, certificate of canvass or supporting & .
votes by precinct bears erasures or alterations which may cast doubt as to the

otes Bt i y ult of the

ity of the number of votes stated therein and may affect the result of th
' :le:ca;ot:,-'::pon request of the Presidential dr\_fice'-Pres_ldegh?I candidateconcernéd
or his party, Congress shall, for the sole purpose of verifying the actudl number

of votes cast for President and Vice-President, count the votes as they appear in

the copies of the election returns puh‘m'ttg‘q to 1!:

c. 81. Per Diems of Election Inspectors and Other Officizis—The mem-
befanf the bo:rd'of slection inspectors shall be paid a per diem of Two hundred

" pesas {P200.00) .each for services on registrtion and revision days and Four

: ; ‘ . . 2
hundred pesos (P400.00) each on the day of the election, Provineial, city an

mu;ldpalpeti-eamms, administrators énd supervisors of the pepartni:rcl; of
Bducation, Culture and Sports assigned by the Commission to perform election

duty shall receive & per dism of Four hundred pesos {P400.00) ea}dl on election *

Sai;i ﬁcr diems shall be paid by the c‘aihie:r;or.dther finande office of the
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(2) national newspapers of general circulation

Department of Education, Culture and Sports or of the Commission within
fifteen (15) days after registration, revision and’ election days, respectively.

" .There being funds actually available, any delay in said payments to any of the

abovementg'oned personnel without justifiable reason shall constitute an elec-
tion offense and all officials and cther personnel responsible therefor, directly or
indirectly, shall be liable under Sections 263 and 264 of the Omnibus Election
Code. . e ’ . o .

.. SEC. 32" Who May Bear Firearms-During the election period, no person

- shall bear, carry or transport firearms or other deadly weapons in public places,

" including any building, street, park, private vehicle or public cohveyarce, even
if licensed to possess or carry the same, unless autherized in writing by the
Commission. The issuance of firearm licenses shail be suspended during the
election period. . : ’ BRI

Only regular members or officers of the Philippine National Police, the Armed
Forces of the Philippines and other law enforcement agencies of the Govern-
ment who are duly deputized in writing by the Commission for election duty may
be authorized to carry and possess firearms during the election period: Provided,
That, when in the possession of firearms, the deputized law enforcement officer
must be: (a) in full uniform showing ¢clearly and legibly his name, rank and
serial number which shall remain vigible at all times, and (b) in the actual

~ performance ofhis electien dutyin the specificarea designated by the Commission.

. SEC. 33. Secuirity Personnel and Ba&yguards.-—During the election period,’
no candidate for public office, including incumbent public officers seeking
election to any public office, shall employ, avail himself of or engage the services

. of security personnel or bodyguards, whether or not such bodyguards are regular

mernbers or officers of the Philippine National Police, the Armed Forces of the
Philippines or other law enforcement agency of thea Government: Progided, That
when circumstances warrant, including but not limited to threats to life and
security of a candidate, he may be adgigned by the Commission, upon due
application; regular metnbers of the. Philippine National Police, the Armed
Forees of the Philippine or other law enforcement agency who shall provide him

- Becurity for the duration ¢f the slection period, The officers assigned for security

duty to a candidate shall be subject to th same requirement as to wearing of .
uniforms prescribed in the immediately preceding section unless exempted in
writing by the Commission. _—

Ifat any time during the aléctinn_ period, the ground for which the authority
to engage the services of security personnel hias béen granted shall cease to exist
or for any other valid cause, the Commission shall revoke the said authority.

-SEC. 34. Dixp.osit:'bn ofFiuams._—The firearms or other deadly weapon-

found in the possession of person prosecuted for the election offense ghall be
disposgd of according to existing laws. S .

. SEC. 35. Rules and Regulations.—The Commission shall issue rules and
regulations to implement this Act. Said rules shall be published in at least two
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SEc. 36.- Gouemmg Lows.—The electmns prcmdedherem and all suhsequent

"' . elections and plebiscites shall be governed by this Act, by the provisions of the ' f This Act which is a conselidation of H
Oumnibus Elestion Code, Républic Adt No. 6646 anri other election laws not =5 1861 was finally passed by the House f’,}“ﬁ;ﬁgggﬁg and Senate Bill No,
A meonslstent herew1t11 T R o o November 18, 1991 and November 20, 1991, respectwely #nd the Senate on
SEC. 37. Approbriq‘:tioha; ‘— The Q!amouﬁt of One billion pesecs o 1 (Sed.) EL WIN - . .
(P1,000,000,000.00) is hereby appropriated out.of any:savings or unexpended . - Sgecr}emnry of t h‘: geigtBA (Sgd.y CAMILO L. SABIO
" balarice in the National Treasury not ctherwise appropriated to cover the costs I ) e Secretary General
~. of holding the May 1, 1992 elections. Hereafter, the amounts necessary tofund - : - " Houffe'of Representatives
subsequent elections shall be mcluded in t.he General Appropnatlons Act for the ) . ! : Lo :
: correspondmg fiseal year. . . . _. k 7 ] . . N Approved: November 26,'1991
‘ Any provision of law to t.he cenh'a.ry notvmhsta.ndmg, and for purposes ofthe . L *
- May 11, 1992 elections only, ‘the chairnian and members of the board of election” - - - : . - (Sgd) CORAZON C. AQUINO
inspectors shall each be paid a per diem of Four' hidnred pesos (P400.00) on - 1 : Pregident 0f the Phdtppmes )

~ election’ day. The Commission may provide hazard pay, when warranted,
_incentive and merit awards to members of the boards of election inspectors, .
: board of canvassersand personnel of’ theaCommmsmn and lts depuhzed agemnes

SEC 38. SepambdityClause lfanypﬁﬂslonotpartofﬂusActmdecla:ed oo . g ' . S
* unconstitutional, ‘such declaration of unconshtutlonnhty vnIl not affect the ' - : o
other prov:sxons of thls Act i

SEC. 39. AmendmgandRepeahng Clause.—Sections 107, 108 and 245 of the ‘ - -
Omnibus Election Code are hereby repealed. Likewise, the inclusion in Section : . . D e
262 of the Omnibus Election Code of the viclationa ofSechons 105, 106, 107, 108, - \ . ST e
109, 110, 111 and 112 as among election oﬁ'eusesu also hereby repealed 'l‘hs
' repea] shall have retroactive effect..

: Batas Pam.bansa Blg 881, Repu.blchctNo 6646 Executwe Order Nos. 144

. and 157 and alll other laws, orders, decrees, rules, and regulahons or other
* issuances, or any part thereof, inconsistent with the provxamns of ﬂ’lll Act are
hereby a.mended or repealed aceordmgly o

-

SEC 4b Eﬁé’ctw:.‘y Clause. —.ThlsA'ctsha.ll take eﬁ'e&. upon its publication in
* full in at Jeast two (2) nahona] newspapers of general cxrculahon.
) T

A

Appmved
R -
(Sgd) JOVITO R SALONGA" ' (Sgd.) RAMON V. MITRA I
" - President of the Sknate o Spedker of the House = . ;
. - ofRépf_e'sgmatpies ) : . I o . _ B
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H No. 4046
8. No. 11
8. No. 113
° ' Repubhc of the Phlhppmes ‘
CONGRESS OF THE PHILIPPINES -
: Metro Ma.mia
" FIRST REGULAR SESSION

Begun and held in Metro Manila, on Monday, the
twenty seventh day of July, nineteen hundred
and elghty-seven

' 'R-EPUBLIC ACTNO. 6646

RAL
AN ACT INTRODUCING ADDITIONAL REFORMS ‘IN THE ELECTO
SYSTEM AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

© . Belt enacted by the Senate and Houu of Representatwes of the Philippines in.
Con.gress assembled: .

’ -

SECTION 1. Title. —_This Act shall be known and cited as “The E!ectoral
Refnrms Law of 1987." . .

der the new

SEG 2, Law Governing Elect:lons —The first local elections un
Contitution and all subsequent elections and plebiscites shall be governed by
this Act and by the provisions of Batas Pambansa Blg. 881, otherwisé known as

* the Omnibus Election Code of the P}uhppmes and other election laws not
inconsistent with this Act. .

urbanized city

SEC. 3. Voters in Cities. —The registered voters of a lnghly

- ghall not vota in the election ‘for provineial officials of the provinee in which it is
located. No component city: shall be declared or classified as a highly urbanized

. mty w:thm sixty (60) days prior t.o a local electlon

‘the
.The registered voters of a eomponent city shall be entitled to vote in _
election ﬁ- provincial officials of the provmce of wh:ch it is a part, unless ita
" charter provides otherwise. , _

—The
SEC. 4. Certificates of Candidacy Cemﬁed Lists of Candtdates _
. certificates of cﬁcmdacy ‘shall be filed in twelve legible signed copies with the
offices mentioned in Section 75 of Batas Pambansa Blg. 881.In cities with more
than one election registrar, the Commission on Elections, ‘hereinafter referred to
. as the Commission shall designate the election registrar who'shall receive the
certificates of candldacy ) _ .

lieu of the adchtlona] copies of the cerhﬁcateof candidacy equal totmce‘ ,
t.h:nm::e:ber of pollmg places which a candidate is required to ﬁ]e under said
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Section 75, the Commission shall cause tobe printed certified lists of candxdates
cont.ammg the names of all registered candidates for each office to be voted for
in each province, city or municipality immediately followed by the nickname or
" stage name of each candidate duly registered in his certificate of candidacy and
his political party affiliation, if any. Smd list shall be posbed inside each votmg
"+ booth dunng the voting penod

Wbenever practicab!e, the' board of inspectors shall cause said list of candi- . -
dates to be written clearly and legibly on the blackboard or on manila paper for
posting at a conspicucus place inside th_e polling place.-

The names of all registered candidateés immediately followed by the nickname -
or stage narme shal] also be prmted in the election:returns and tally sheets

SEc 5. Procedure in Cases amesnnce Candida:es —{a) A verified petltlon .
‘to declare a duly registered candidate as a nuisance candidate under Section' 69 -
of Batas Pambansa Blg. 881 shall be filed personally or through duly authorized
representative with the Commission by any reglstered candidate for the same
office’ within five (5) days from the last day for the ﬁlmg of certificates of -
camhdacy Filing by mai} shall not be allowed.

) W'thm three(3)daysfrom theﬁlmgof thepehhon the Comrmsmon shall
isgue summons to the nespondent. candxdate together ‘with a copy of the petition
and its enclosures, Lf any . amee

(c) The respondent shallbegiven th.ree @) daylﬁ‘m’ﬁ receipt of the summons
within which to file his verified answer (not a motion 1o dismiss) to the petition,
serving copy thereof upen the petnhoner Gmunda‘fﬁr @ motion to dismiss may
be raised as aﬂ‘irmahve defenses )

"hear the case and receive evidence. The prooeedmg shall be summary in nature,

In leu of oral testimonies, the parties maybe mqmred to submit position papers

together with affidavitaor counter-affidavits and othiér documentary evidence.

" The hearing officer shall immediately submit to the Commission his findings,

- reports, and recommendations within five (5) days From the completion of such

submission of evidence. The Commission s'hal] render lts declsum mthmﬁve (5)
days from recelpt thqreof ' .

(e} 'I‘he demmon order or rulmgof the Comrmsswn shall, aﬂ:erﬁve (6) days
from receipt of a copy t.hereof by the parhes, be final a.nd executory unless stayed -
by.the Supreme Couxt ) . .

\

w ,The Commission shall w:thm twenty four 'hours, through the fastest
" availablé means, disseminate its decision or the decision of the Supreme Court
to the city or municipal election regigtrars, boards of election inspectors and the °

general puhhc in the polltxcal 3ubdivision concemed

.:i1§ﬁ




) : ot of Disqualification Case.—Any candidate whohasbeen declared
bysﬁiil ?udkg:z;een:fto Bw:disqualiﬁed shall not be vot_.ed fq:, and the vote; easé f:]r
him shall not be counted. If for any reason a candidate is not declared by nth
" judgment before an election tobe disqt.:aliﬁed aa::l hg is u\::t.‘e;]i. fg; ?:!t!lu 'r::ii:e:h aﬁ

winning. number of votes in-such e ection, the Cour

continue with the trial and hearing of the action, inquiry ¢r protest aam(:;il uponf .
.-motion of the complainant or any intervenor, may during t._he penvcvlhency er::e
order the suspension of the proclamation of such cand:fiate enever

evidence of his guilt is strong. o

SEC. 7. Petition to Deny Due Course toor Cancel a Certificate ofCa:‘;didacy.—e

The procedure hereinabove provided shall apply to petitions to deny ut; c;urst;s

- to or canvel a certificate of candidacy as provided in Section .78 of Ba
Pambansa Blg. 881.° ‘ : :

- SEC. 8. Representative of Parties During Printing of Returns and Ballots.; .

The registered political parties or coalitiona of parties, or their compo‘aéean

- ghould there be any dissolution or division of said coahtu:'m, whose candi ditfns
obtained at least ten percent (10%) of the total votes cast in the nex:.pre?e thg
senatorial election shall each have a watcher and/or representa n;_e lmct'.i e
brocurement'and watermarking of papers to be used in the ppntmg of ele od
returns and -official ballots an_d‘ix'l the pnnhpg_, numbenng, storagg, an
distribution _thereqf._ : .

nimission shall enco political, non-
c. 9. Public Forum.—The Comimission sh.a_ll encourage non-political,
paﬁsan private or civic organizations to initiate and held in every city and

. . municipality, public fora at which all registered candidates for the same office -

may Nt 3 icif lain, and/or
simultaneously and personally participate to present, explain,
debate on their campaign platforms and programs and other like issues. The

Comnission shall promiulgate the rules and regulations for the holding of such -

fora to assure its non-partisan character and the equality of access thereto by all
candidates. . S

=, Amissi all designate common

SEC. 10. Common Poster Areas.—~The Commission ghall designa

poster areas in strategicpublic places such asmarkets, barangay centers zm:{iﬂ t.htz
like wherein candidates can post, display, ot -exhibit election propagan )
announce or further their candidacy. - . ‘
" 'Whenever feasible common billbqgrds glay‘be instgﬂed by the C{am;nis::on
and/or non-partisan private or civic organizations which the (‘.‘}u‘nmmsa'mn,l ay
authorize whenever available, after due notice and heal:lng, in st.rat_egc p ‘ad.fs
where it may be-readily seen or read, with the heaviest pedestrian and/or
%ehicular traffic in‘the city or municipality. :

pace i ams i ehall be allocated free of
The space in such commion poster areas or billboards shall be all 1
- charge,pif feasible, equitably and impartially among the candldatgs in the
“ province, city or municipality. o o

Sec. 11 Prohibited. Forma af'Eleption Propaganda.—In addition to the.

- forms of election propaganda pljohibibed u'nd_er Section 85 of Batag Pambansa °
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_ political partiés, and every chndidbtd sha

Blg. 881, it shall be unlawful: (a) to draw, paint, inscribe, writé, post, display or
. publicly exhibit any election propaganda in any place, whether private or public,
except in the common poster areas and/or bilthoards provided in the immediately
preceding section, at the candidate’s own residence, or at the campaign head-
quarters of the candidate or political party: Provided, That such posters or
election propaganda shall in no casé exceed two (2) feet by three (3) feet in area:
Provided, further, That at the site of atid on the occdsion of a public meeting or

- rally, streamers, not more-than (2) and not exceeding three (3) feet by eight (8)

feet each may be displayed five (5) days before the date of the meeting or rally,
and shall be removed within twenty-four (24) hours after said meeting or rally;
and ) C : :

(b) for any newspapers, radio broadcasting or television station, or other
mass media, or any person making use of the mass media to sell or to give free
of charge print'space or air time for campaign or other political purposes except
to the Commission as provided under Section 20 and 92 of Batas Pambansa Blg.
881, Any mass media celumnist, commentator, announcer or personality who is
a candidate for any elective public office shall take a leave of absence from his
work as such during the cfampaigq'period. o

SEC..12. Official Waichers.—Evéry registered political party, coalition of
i flleﬁch bée entitled to one watcher in |
every polling place: Provided, That edndidates for mémbers of the Sangguniang
Panlalawigan, Sangguniang Pédhplurisod or Sangguniang Bayan or for city or -
municipal councilors belonging to the samé slate or ticket shall collectively be
entitled only to one watcher. o : o '

_ There shall also be recognized two principal watchél;s, one représenting the
ruling coalition and the other the dominant opposition coalition, who shall sitas

- observers in the proceedings of the board. The principal -watcher shisll be

designated on the basis of the recommendation of the rufing coalition, represented
by the political party of the incumbent elected district representative, and of the
dominant oppoistion, coalition, represented by the political party which performed
best or which polled at least ten percent {10%) of the votes in the last national
election. ’ e L

A duly signed appointment of a watcher shall entitle him to recognition by the
board of election inspectors and the exercise of his rights and discharge of his
duties as such: PROVIDED, HOWEVER, That only one watcher of each of those
authorized to appoint them can stay at any time inside the polling place.  ~

The watchers shallbe pemﬂed full and unimpeded access to the proceedings
so that they can read the same ofthose written on the ballots being counted with
ul:iaided natural vision, consistent with the good order in the polling place.

In addition to their rights and duties tinder Section 179 of Batas Pambansa
Blg. 881; the-two principal watchers representing the ruling coalition and the’
dominant opposition coalition in a precinct ghall, if available, affix their signatures
and thumbmarks on the election returhs for that precinct. If both or either of
them is not available, unwilling o should they refuse to do so, any watcher

121 L




ase : it} political affiliation or alignm, tible with that
présent, preferably with political affiliation or ahg:nment compatible b
of the absent or unwilling watcher, may be required by the board of election
inspectors to do so. . . _ :

" 8gC. 13. Board of Election Ingpectors.—The board of election inspectors tobe
coriﬁituted by the Cimxiiiksion under Section 164 of Batas Pambansa Blg. 881
shall be composed of a chairman and twoe (2) rpemb?rs, one of whom sha.ll_be
deaignated as poll clerk, all of whom shall I;e-pu.bh_c .school teachers, giving .
preferéhw to those with permanent appointments.,_ln case th?re are .nc_»t enm_1gh
public school teachers, teachersin private school_s, employeesin 't.he civil service,
or other citizens of known probity and competerice who are registered voters of
the city or municipality may be appointed for election duj:y.

SEC. 14. Per Diems of Boards of Election Inspectors and Other Personnel.—
The chairman and the members of the boards of election inspectors shall each be

paid a per diem of One Hundred Pesos (P100.00) on each registration or revision

" day and Two Hundred Pesos (P200.00) on election day.

* Support personnel from the Depa'i"tnient‘of_ Education and Culture and Sports
ghall each receive a per. diem of PG0.00 during elgcti_on day. sqpemsors,
principals and other administratord of the Department of Education, Culture
and Sports, who may be required by the Commission to perform election duties
shall each be entitled to a per diem of P100.00 . = . - . _
 Provincial, city and municipal treasurers shall each receive a per. diem of

. P200.00.on election l:l,ay:1 ‘ ‘ A |
SEC. 15. Signature of Chairman and Poll Clerk ot the Back of Every Ballot.—
In addition to the preliminary acts before the voting enumerated in Section 191

of Batas Pambansa Bl&:“ﬁ&l, the chairman and the poll clerk of the board of
election inspectors shall affix their Signatures at the back of each and every

- official ballot to be used during the voting. A certification to that effect must be -

entered in the minutes of the voting.

SEC. 16. Certification i‘.i)" 'Votes.w—.—A;h:er the counting of the votes cast. in the
precinct and announceméfit of the results of the election, and before leaving the
polling place, the board of election inspectors shall issue a certificate of'votaes
-upon request of the duly accredited watchers. The certificate shall contain the

. number of votes obtained by each candidate written in words and figures, the ‘

number of theprecinet, the name of the city or municipality and province, the

total number of voters who voted in the precinct, and the date and time issued_, .

and shall be signed and thumbmarked by each inember of the board.

SEC. 17. Certificate of Votes as Evidence— The provisions of Section 235 and

236 of Batas Pambansa Blg. 881 notwithstanding, the certificate of votes shall
"be admiseible in evidence to prove tampering, alteration, falsification or any
anomaly committed in the election returni concerned, when duly authenticated
by testimonial er documentary eviderice pressnted to the board of canvassers by

at least two members of the board of élection inspectors who issued the .
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certificate: Provided, That failure to present any certificate of votes shall not be
a bar to the presentation of other evidence to impugn the authenticity of the
election returns. e : . ] :

SEC. 18. Transfer of Counting of Votes to Safer Place.—If on account of
imminent danger of violence, terrorism, disorder or similar causes it becomes
necessary to transfer the counting of votes to a safer Place, theboard of inspectors
may effect such transfer by unanimous approval by the board and concurrence
by the majority of the watchers present. This fact shall be recorded in the
minutes of veting and the members of the board and the watchers shall manifest

- theirapproval or concurrence by affixingtheir signatures therein, The Commission

shallissue rules and gnidelines on the matterto secure the safety of the members
of the board, the watchers, and all election dotuments-and paraphernalia.

SEC. 19. Number of Copies of Election Returns and their Distribution. -~The

 election returns required under Section 212 of Batas Pambansa Blg. 881 shallbe

prepared in sextuplicate. The first copy shall be delivérbd to thé city or municipal "
canvass. The second copy shall be delivered to the election registrar of the city
“or municipality for tranemittal to the provincial board of canvassere for its use
in the provincial canvass. The third copy shall likewise be delivered to the
election registrar for transmittal to the Commission. The fourth eopy to be .
known as advance election returns, shall ba delivered to the city or municipal
treasurer who; in the presence of the election reglstrar or his authorized
representative, shall immediately and publiely open the same and post the votes
therein in an eloction bourd, sufficiently large to enable the publieto road them,
built on a publie place preferably within the immediate vicinity of the eity hall
ormunicdipal building. Thefifth copy shall be deposited in the compartment of the
ballot for valid ballots. The sixth copy shall be delivered to tha ity or munieipal
triai judge or municipal elrcuit trial judge, as the casq may be, or in his absénce

~ to any offlelal who may be designated by.the Commission for safekeoping, sald

copy may be opened during the canvass upon order of the board of canvassers for
purposes of comparison with other copies of the returne whose authenticity {s in’
question. . N .

The city or municipal treasurer shall issue certified copy of any election |
returns in his possession upon request of any interested party and payment of
the fées required by existing ordinances, o ' .

 The Commission shall promulgate rules for the speedy and safe delivery or
preservation of the election returns. . .

SEc. 20. Board of Canuasum.—Tﬁeré'shaﬂ bea board of canvassers for esich-
province, city and municipality as follows: . .

(&) Provincial Baafd of Canvassers.—The provincial board of canvassers
shall be composed of the provincial election supervisor or alawyerin the regional
office of the Commission, as chairman, the provincial fiscal, as viee-cha.i;man,

* and the provinicial superintendent of schools, as members, ,
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.(b). City Board of Canvassers.—The City board of canvassers shall be
composed of the city election regisirar or a lawyer of the Commission, as
chairman, the city fiscal, as vice-chairman, and the city superintendent of
schools, as membes. In cities with more than one election registrar, the Com-
“mission shall designate the election registrar who shall act as chairman.

e

(¢) Municipal Board of Canvassers.—The municipal board of canvassers
shallbe composed of the election registrar or a representative of the Commission,
as chairman, the municipal treasurer, as vice-chairman, and the most senior
district school supervisor or in'his absence a principal of the school district or the
-elemenitary school, as members. . - . . . ‘

The prpceedings of the board of canvassers shall be open and public.

SEC. 21. Substitutionof Chairmanand membersofthe Board of Canvassers.—
In case of non-availability, absence, disqualification due to relationship, or
incapacity for any causa of the chairman; the Commission shall appoint a
substitute, a ranking lawyer of the Commission. With respect to the other
‘members of the board, the Commission shall appoint as substitute the following
in the order named: the Provincial Auditor, the Registrar of Deeds, the Clerk of
Court nominated by the Executive Judge of the Regional Trial Court, and any
 other available appointive provincial afficial in the case of the provincial board

- of canvassers; the officials in the city corresponding to those enumerated, in the .

case of the city board of canvassers; and the Municipal Adminstrator, the,
Municipal Assessor, the Clerk of Court nominated by the Executive J udge of the
officials, in the cdse of the mhr;xicipal' board of canvassers.

SEC. 22. Canvassing %mmit;eeg.LThe board of canvassers may constitute

such number of ¢anvassing committees 4s may be necessary toenable the board

" to complete the canvass within the period prescribed under Section 231 of Batas

Pambansa Blg. 881: Provided, That each committee shall be composed of thiee
members, each member to be designated by the chairman and members of the
board and that all candidates shall be'netified in writing, béfore the election, of
the number of committees te be constituted so that they can designate their
watchers in each committee. The comimhittees shall be under the direct super-
“vigion and control of the board. U : .
. o " - - .
- .8EC. 23. Notice of Meetings of the Board. —At least five (5) days before the
initial meeting of the board of canvassers, the chairman of the board shall give
written notice to all members thereofand to each candidate and political party
presenting candidates for election inthe political subdivision concerned of the
date, time and place of the meeting. Similar notice shall alsc be given for
subsequent meetings unless notice has been given in open session of the board.
Proof of service of notice to each member, candidate and political party shall be

attached to and shall form part of the records of the proceedings. If noticeis given -

in open session, such fact shall be recorded in the minute of the proceedings.

SEC. 24. Proceedings of the Board.—The board of canvaései-s shall have full

authority to keep order within the canvassing room or hall and its premises and

_such unauthorized printing. .-+ - -, .

enforce obegience to.i-ts lawful orders. If any person shi . )

t f . If any pefson shall refuse to obey lawful
order of the board or shall so conduct himself in such disorderly mann]:ar as'to
disturb or mtgrrupt}ts proceedings, theboard may order any peace officer to take
such person into custody until the adjournment of the meeting. .

) Skc. 25. Right to be i’msehé and to C&ﬁnsel.D r '
S ig esen uring the Canvass.—An
- registered political party, coalition of parties, through theirrepresentatives, mg

‘any candidate has the right to present and to counsel during the canvass of the

election returns; Provided, That only one counsel na iti
1 15, , | ay argue for each political .
party or can_d:date. They shall have the. right to examine the retun:’s being -
- canvassed withobt touching them, make th ' '

eirown observations thereon, and file

* their challenge in accordance with the rules and regulations of the Commission,

No dilatory action shall be allowed by the board of canvassers, -

- SEC. 26. COMELEC Hearings and Proceedings.— ings, inquirie
- - g5 and . ings.—In all hearings, in
and proceedings of the Commission, including preliminary mvréiﬁgagi:::e:f,'

election offenses, no person’subpoenaed to testify as a witness shall be excused

from attending and testifying or from producing books, papers, correspondence,

memoranda and other records on the ground that the testimony or ‘evidence;

documentary.or otherwise, required. of him, may tend to incriminate him or

subject him to prosecution: Provided, That no [ o
subject him to prodecution: Pr '’ person shall be prosecuted crim-
inally for or on account of any mattér céncerning which he is compelled, aftér -

having claimed the privilege againat self-ineriminati i
evidence, docurnentary or otherwise, - n !laiflon, tO teStlfy‘aﬂ_d pTOdl-}?e

,Unde;,r sich t.erms snd conditions as 1tma i ormission ma
ler such 18 and conditions as-it may determine, the Commission ma;
grant 1mmumty from criminal Prosecution to any person whose testimon:} o);
whose possession and. production of documents-or .other evidence may be
necessary to determine the truth in any hearing, inguiry or proceeding being

conducted by the Commission or underits authority, in the performance ori '

16 LOMINISE] e s perfo ceorin th
furtherance ofits t_:onat;tqhoyal functions and statutory.objectives. The imu::rﬁt; -
granted under this and the immediately preceding paragraph shall notexempt

the witness from criminal‘prosgcutiong for perjury.or false testimony. -

. SEC. 27.. Election Offenses—In addition to the prohibited acts and election

offenses enumerated in Séction 261 and 262 of Batas Pamban R
rated in Séction f Bath Blg. 881,85 -
. emended, the followiag shall bé guilty of an clection offomee. - & "

(a) A.ny person who causes ﬂla-ﬁ:ri:\ti—ng of .;Sffﬁ;i::ial‘i)arlld ction

n v ; 25 ) : ts.and electio
aemm-s by any pnntr:ng egtabhshmentst.which is not under contract with t.h:
ommissjon on. Elections and any printing establishments which undertakes

Il

(b)  Anymember of the board of elé(;ti_ori inspe&brs or.boarﬂ of canvassers -

who tampers, inereases, or decreases the votes received hy idate in :
1 rs, ) ; ! y a candidate in an;
election or any member of the board who refuses, after proper verification a'nﬁ

' hearing,. to-credit the correct votes or deduct such-tampered votes.

(©) - Any member of the board of election inspectors who refuses to isémé_ to

- duly accredited watchers the certiﬁcgte of voters provided in Section 16 hereof.
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(d) Any person who violates Sect.lon 11 hereof regardmg prohlb;ted forms of
. election propaganda. )

. .{e) Any chalrman of the board of canvassers, who feuls to give notice of
meetings toother members of the board, candxdabe or political party as required
under Section 23 hereof. .

() Any person declared a nuisance candidate as deﬁn’ed under Secl:ion 69
of Batas Pambarisa Blg. 881, or is otherwise disqualified, by final and executory
judgment, who continues to misrepresent himself out, as a candidate, such asby
continuing tocarnpaign thereafter, and/orother publicofficeror private individual,
who lmomngly induces or abets stch misrepresentation, by commission or
omission, shall be guilty of an election offense and subject to the penalty prowded
in Sectnon 264 of the same code. ’

SEC. 28, Prosecution of Vote-buyi aﬁd Vote—seliiug.—The presentat:isn ofa
complaint for viélations of paragraph (a) or (b) of Section 261 of Batas Pambansa
. Blg. 881 supported by affidavits of complaining witnesses attesting to the offer

or promige by or of the voter's acceptance of money or other consideration from-

therelatives, leaders or symphatizers of a candidate, shall be sufficient basis for
.an investigation to bé immediately condileted: by the Cotimissiori, directly or
" throughits duly suthorlsed 1agal oﬁiceft nn lét ectibﬁ eﬂ df 8éction 265 of said
.- Batas Pambansa B]g 881 .

Proof that at least one voter in dilferenl. preemcts represeriting of at least

twenty percent (20%) of the total precinéts in any fnunicipality, city or province |

“has been offered, promised or given money, valuable congideration or other
expendituré by a candidate’s relatives, leaders and/or symphatizers for the
purpose of promoting the election of such candidate, shall constitute a disputable
presumption of a consplracy under paragraph (b) of -Section 261 of Batas
Pambansa Blg 881 7

Where such proof aﬂ'ects at Ieast twenty percent (20%) of the precincts of the

municipality, city or province to which the public office aspired for by the favored

. candidate relates, the'same shall conatitute a disputable presnmpt:lon of the

involvement of such candidate and of his pnnmpﬂl campaign managers in each
of the municipalities concerned in the oonspiracy :

- The g'iver, offeror, the promuor_ as wellasthe suhcltor, acceptor, recipient and
conspiratorreferred te in paragraph (a) and (b} of Bection 261 of Batas Pambansa
Blg. 681 shall be liable as principals: Provided, That any person, otherwise guilty
under gaid paragraphs who voluntarily gives information and wilingly testifies
on any violation thereof in any official mveshgstion or proceeding shall be
exempt from prosecution and punishment for the ‘offenises with reference to
which’ his information and testimony were. given: Provided, further, That
nothing herein shall exempt such person from eriminal prosecntlon for perjury
or false testimony. .

SEC. 29, Designation of Other Dates for Certam Pre election Acts.—If it

, should no longer be reasonably possible to observe the periods and dates pre-
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_scribed by law for certain p-re~elechon acts, the C'pmmlsslon shall fix other

periods and dates in order to ensure aeeomphshment of the activities so voters
shall not be deprived of their right of suffrage.

SEC. 30. Effectivity of Regulationgand Ordersof the Commmbn ~—The rules
and regulations promulgated by the Commission shall take effect on the seventh
day after their publication in the Official Gazette or in at least two (2) dally

i newspapers of general circulation in the Philippines.

Orders and dlrectlves issued by f.he Commlsmon shall be furnished by
personal delivery to all parties concerned within forty-eight (48) hours from date
of issuance and shall take effect immediately upon receipt thereof unless a later
date is expressly specified in such orders or directives, .

SEC. 31. Repealing Clause—Alllaws, executive ordsrs, rules and regulations,

- or any part thereof inconsistent herewith are deemed repealed or modified

accordingly.

SEC. 32/ Sepa}'ab_ilz’ty Clause.—If for any reason, any section or pi-ovision,of'

_-this Act, or any part thereof, or the application of such section, provision or

portion is declared invalid or unconstitutional, the remainder thereof shal] not
be affected by such declaration. . .

SEC, 33. Effectivity.~-This Act shall take effect upon its approval. o,

APPROVED.
(SGD.) JOVITO R. SALONGA. . (SGD.) RAMON V. MITRA _
Presidentofthe = - . Speaker of the House |
Senate of Representatives

This Act whichisa epnsohdat.lon of House Bill No. 4046 and S&mbe Bill Nos.
11 and 113 was finally passed by the Senate and Hou.se of Represent.atlve on
December 28, 1987, }

(SGD.) ERIBERTO M. BERNAL . (SGD.) QUIRINO D. ABAD SANTOS JR.
Secretary of the . Becretary of the House
Senate . of Representatives
Approved: January 5, 1988

(SGD.) CORAZON C. AQUINO
President of the Philippines
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'S No. 92 R
H. No. 1947 *

Rei:.bubllc of ;.be Philippines
CONGRESS OF THE PHILIPPINES
: Metrq Manila
“First Reg‘ular Session

Begun and he]d in Metro Mam]a on Monday, the
twenty-seventh day of July, nineteen hundred
: and erghty-seven

O
QREPUBLIG ACT NO. 6636)

AN ACT RESETTING THE LOCAL ELECTIONS FROM NOV'EMBER 9
1987 TO JANUARY, 18, 1988, AMENDING FOR THIS PURPOSE
EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBERED TWO HUNDRED AND SEVENTY'

) " Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representahves of the Phrhppmes
" in Congress assembled o .

SE(.'HON 1 Sect:on 1 of Execuhve Order No. 270 is hereby amended to read

' as follows: -

: ‘SEC-TION 1, Elechon of local ofﬁclals —_ There shall be electlonl for
- provincial gevemors, provincial vice-governors, city and municipal mayors, city
- and municipal vice-mayors, and members of edch Sangguniang Ranlalawigan,

Sanggunumg Panglungsed, and Bangguniang Bayan, including all members of

the city or municipal boards or councils in the Metropolitan Manila area to be
" held on Monday, January 18, 1988, Certificates of candidacy for the aforesaid
local elective positions shall be filednot later than sixty (60) days prior to the said
elections. Aillocal officials, whether elected, acting or oﬂ'rcers-mcharge, shallbe
deemed automatwally resigned from their positions effective upon the filing of
their certificates of candldacy for any local position which shall not be later than
forty-five (45) days prior to the said elections. If the governor or the city or
mummpal mayor or the officer-in-charge of that office is & candidate and unless’
. the Secretary of Local Gévernment desigriates another person, the followmg

Ioeal ¢fficials shall act as officer-in-charge of the position vacated in a con-

current capacity in the order herem below pmvrded

“s) Chief-Senior and-Local Govemment Officers for provmces, cities s.nd '

mummpahhes, mspectwely, -
"h) ProvmcxallCrtnyumclpa] Admrmstrator-
“c) Provmclall(‘.lty/Mumclpal Hea]t.h Officer..

“In case of vacancies in the Sangguniang Parilalawigan, Sangguniang Pang
lunaod, or Sangguniang Bayan on account of the candidacies of their members,
“the Secretary of Local Government shall designate acting members from quah-
fied voters in the provmce, city or municipality to fill such vaca.ncres

%
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SEC. 2. MetroManila Area.— For purposes of the Local Elections on January

g 18, 1988, the City of Manila, Quezon City and the city of Caloocan shall have six

(6} pouncilors for each of their representative districts who shall be residents
thereof to be elected by the qualified voters therein. The City of Pasay and the
Mumcrpahtres of Makati, Parafiaque, Pas:g, Marikina, and Valenzuels, each of
which comprises a representative distfict, shall have twelve (12) councilors
each to be elected at large by the qualified voters of the said city or munici-
pality. All the other municipalities within the Metropolitan Manila area shall
have ten (10) councilors each, with the exception of the Municipality of Pateros
which shall have eight (8} councrlors to be elected at large by their respect.we
quahﬁed voters.

SEC.- 3. Other Cities. — The pnmsion of any law to the contrary notwith-
standing, the City of Cebu, City of Davao, and any other city with more than one
representative district shall have eight (8) councilors for each district who shall
be residents thereof to be elected by the quahﬁed voters therein, provided that
the Citles of Cagayan de Oro, Zamboanga, Bacolod, Ileilo and other cities
compriging a representative district shall have twelve (12) ecuncilors each and
all other cities shall have ten (10) councilors each.to be elected at large by the
qualified voters of the said cities: Provided, That in no case shall the present
number of counc:lors awordmg t.o their charters be reduced

SEC. 4. Provirices and Mumcrpalihes — First and second class provmces
sghall each have ten (10) elective members; third and fourth class. provinces,
eight; and fifth and srxtb class provinces, six to be elected atlarge bythe qualified
voters therein.

All other mu.me:pahhes shall have the same number of elective members as
pmvrded in existing laws. . ,

Sﬁc 5. Term. — Local officials duly elected ahall assume efﬁce at noon on
the second day of February 1988 and shall serve until noon of June 30 1992.-

If no candidate has been eleeted and qualified to assume office on the afore- .
mentioned date and time, the officer-in-charge shall conhnue to hold office until
the duly elected officer has quahﬁed : ‘ : P

SEG 6 Sectron 2 of Execuhve Order No. 270 is hereby amended to read as
follows:

‘SEC 2. Electlon and Campajgn Penods. The election penod shall be
from November 19, 1987 to February 17, 1988 and the campaign peried shatl
be forty-five (45) deys commencing on December 1, 1987 and ending on’

" . January 17, 1988: Provided, However, That the holding of public meetings,

caucuses, distribution and use of campaign propaganda, and all other forms
of campaigning are prohibited on December 25 and December 30,1987, agwell
- ason January 1, 1988. ° .

S:Ifc 7. Sechon 4of Executive. Order’ No 270is herehy amended to read as
follows:
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“SEC. 4. Special Registration of Voters. — There shall be. speclal
. registrationon Saturday,%l‘!ovember 28,1987 forvoters whowill reach the age
of eighteen (18) on January 18, 1988 or those who failed to register in the

" general registration of vatéts last December 1986 orin the special registration
before the elections for Members of Congresson May 11, 1987: Provided, That
the Commission may order ageneralre-regxstratmn of all voters on sirch dates

it may set in certain provinces, mt.l,es or municipalities, where it deems it

" necessary to eliminate rampant 1llegnl registration of voters and thereby -

ensure the holding of free, orderly, hanest,.peaceful and ¢éredible elections.”

Skc. 8. Section 6 of Exeeuhve Order No. 270 is hereby amended to read as
follows: .

“SEC G Appmpnatmns — The!amount of two hundred twenty million
(P220,000,000) pesos, or so much thereof as may be necessary for the holding

of the Iocal elections, is hereby set aside out of the afinual budget and savings

of the Commission on Elections, which shall be released automatically by the
. Department of Budget and Management upon request of the Chairman of the

Commission on Elections, based on the approved special budget. In case of .

deficiencies, the funds herein provided shall be augmented from the contirigent
fund or any other applicable appropiiations authorized in the current General
Appropriations Act, which shall likewise be released automatically upon
similar request of the Chairman of the Commissien on Elections.” '

8g¢. 8, Separability Clause, = If.for any resson or reasons, any part or
provision of this Act shall be held to beunconstitutional or invalid, other parta
or provisions hereof whlch are not affected thereby shall eantlnna 1o be {n full
_ force and effect. C e

BEC. 10. Effectivity Clause. — frhum shall tako éffaet upon s apprwal -

Approved: TR
csan ) ANTONIO V. CUENCO. ..  (SGD.) JOVITO R. SALONGA
. Acting Speaker of Pnuident of the Senate
the House of Representatives.

This Act which is a consolidation of Benate bill No. 82 and Hoiss Bill No,

. 1947 was finslly passed by the Senite and the House ofRapresent,atwen on-

October 23, 1987 and Octeber 20, 1987, respuctlvely

(SGD.) QUIRINO_D. ABAD SANTOS;JR. . (SGD.) ERIBERTO M. BERNAL
Secretary of the House of & Secretary of the Senate
" Represéntatives . . . . . .
Approved: November 6, 1987

ga
P

, (BGD.) CORAZON C. AQUINO
- _ Prosident of the Philippines

180

EXECUTIVE ORDER NG: 134

ENABLING ACT FOR THE ELECTIONS FOR MEMBERS or.-' CONGRESS
ON MAY 11,1987, AND FOR OTHER EURPOSES

WHEREAS Section 1, Article XVIII 6f the 1987 Constitution of the Repubhc
of the Philippines prov:des that the firstseleét:on for Members of Congress shall
be held on the secorid Monday of May, 1987; .

WHEREAS, to ensure free, orderly, hﬁnest, peaceful, and credxb]e electaons,
there is a need to adopt appropriate laws and/or amend the emstmg Omnibus
Elect;mn Code of the Philippines, to govern speaﬁcally the aforesaxd elections;

" WHEREAS, Section 6, Article XVIII of the 1987 Constitution empowers the :
President té contifiue exermsmg legialahve powers unt.ﬂ the first Congress 1s‘
convened;

NOW, THEREFORE I, CORAZONG AQUINO Presxdentof the P.hlhppmes )
do hereby order. -

SECTION 1. Applicability — This Executive Order shall govern the elections -
" for members of Congress on Monday, May 11, 1987.

SEC.’'2. Election and campaign periods. — Unless otherwise fixed in' spec:a.l
cases by the Commission on Elections, hereinafter referred to asthe Commission,
the election period shall commence ninety.(90) days before the-day ofelect.lon and
shall end t.hirty (30} diys thereafter.

The campaign period for the election of the Members of the Senate shall be
sixty (60) days to commence on March 9,987 and to end at midnight of May 9,
1987, Promded, That campaigning shall be prohibited on Holy Thursday (Apnl
16, 1987) and Good Fridey (April 17, 1987). :

The campaign period for the election of the Members -of the House of
Representatives shall be forty-five (45} days to commence on March 24, 1987 and

" to end midnight of May 9, 1987: Provided, That campaigning shall be prohibited

on Holy Thursday (April 16, 1987) and Goeod Friday (april 17, 1987). -
SEC. 3. Manner of electwn — The twenty-four (24) members of t.he Senate

‘shall be elected at large by the qualified voters of the Philippines.

The Members of the House of Representatives shall be elected by the quali- -
fied vaters of the respective legislative districts apportioned among the pro-
vinees, cities and the Metropolitan Manila area as pmvnded for in the Ordinance

-appended to the 1987 Constitution.

The eandidates corresponding to the tmmber ofSenators tobe eleeted at.large
and the oandidate/s for the House of Represéntatives from each legislative
district who garnered the highest number of votes shall be declared elected.

SEC. 4. Qualification for Members of Congress. — (1) No person shall be:
elected Senator unless he is a natural borri citizen of the Philippines, and, on the
day of the election, is at least thirty-five (35) years of age, able to read and write,
a registered voter, and a resident of the Philippines for not less than two years .
lmmedmtely preceding the day of the election;

' (2) Nopersonshsllbe elected Member of the House nfRepresentahves unless:
he is a natural-born citizen of the Philippines and, on the day of elections, is at
least twenty-five (25) years of age, able to read and write, and, except the party-
list representatives, a registered voter in the legislative district in which he shail
be electéd, and a resident thereof for a period of not less than one year
immediately preceding the day of the election.
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. 8EC. 5. Certificates of Cdndidacy. —No person shall be elected Senator or
Members of the House of Representatiyes unless he files a sworn certificate of

candidacy on any day from the commencement of the election period but not later
than the day beforé the beginning of the campaign period for the pesition
concerned., . ' o g .

- The certificates of candidacy for Sgnators shall be filed in ten (10) legible
copies with the Commission' in Manjla, which shall order the printing of
sufficient copies thereof at the expense of the candidate concerned for distribu-
tion to all polling places nationwide; The certificates of candidacy for the
Members of the House of Representatives shall be filed with the Commission in
Manila, the provincial election supervisor or the city election registrar, who shall
order the printing of sufficient copies thereof at the expense of the candidate
concerned for distribution to all polling places in the corresponding provinee, city
or district. ‘ e o .

No certificate of candidacy filed by mail shall be accepted and given due
© course. . " _ . ]

SEC. 6. Nominations of official candidates. — The nominations of official
candidates of registered political parties, organization, or coalitions, duly signed
and attested under oath by its President or Chairman, Secretary General or any
other party officer duly authorized in writing to do so, shall bé filed by the party
officers concernéd with the Commiasion on Elections or othet officials authorized
by the Cominissitti to teestv sich nomintitionis, not later than the day before the
beginning of the campaign period provided for in Section 2 hereof.. _

-8EC. 7. Permanent list of voters. — The list of voters prepared and used in the
plebiscite of February 2, 1987, with such additions, cancellations and corrections
as may hereafter be made shall constitute the permanent list of voters in each
city or municipality for purposes of the elections provided for under -this
Executive Order. ] : A -

SEC. 8. Promulgation of implementing rules and regulations. —The Com:

mission shall promulgate rules and regulations implementing the provisions of .
this Executive Order, the Omnibus Election Code of the Philippines and other _

laws, which it is mandated to enforce and administer. Such rules and regulations
shall take effect after three(3) duys following the publication thereof in at least
two (2) daily newspapers of general circulation. - .- - oot
SEC. 9. Corimission control over national or local officials or employees and’
law enforcement agencies' and -instrumentalities. — The Commission may,
when the interest of free, honest,.orderly; peaceful and credible alection so
requires, place all national and local.officials or employees required by law to
perform duties relative to the conduct of the elections, and national and local law
enforcement agencies and instrumentalities in any province, city or municipality
under its direct and imimediaté control. In addition, the Commission may call
upon the New Armed Forges of the Philippines, the Philippine Constabulary/
Integrated National Police, National Bureau of Investigation, National Police
Commission or authorize CMT Cadets eighteen years of age and above to act as
its deputies for the purpose of enforcing its orders. . . ; -
SEC. 10. Prohibited acts.— All acts prohibited under Sectién 261 of the
. Omnibus Election Code of the Philippines and other pertinent election offenses
enumerated in Section 262 thereof shall be applicable to the May 11, 1987
-elections for Members of Congress: Provided, That any city or municipal judge,
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"who i:ncludeé or excludes any voter ﬁthout any+1égal basis ininclusion and

exclusion proceedings, shall be guilty of an electioh offense.

SEC. 11. Prosecution. — The Commission shall, through its duly autharized
legal officers, have exclusive power to conduct preliminary investigation of all
election offénses punishable as provided for in the preceding 'section, and to
prosecute the same. Provided, That in the event that the Commission fails toact
on any complaint within two (2) months from filing, the complainant may file the
complaint with the Office of the Fiscal‘or with the Department of Justice for . -
proper investigation and prosecution, if warranted, . .

The Commission may avail of the assistance of sther prosecuting arms of the
government. - o ) -

SEc. 12. Pending actions. — Actions arising or already pending before the
effectivity of this Executive Order shall be governed by the laws then in force.

" 8EC. 13. Designgtion ofcertain pre-election acts immédiately after the effectivity
of this Evecutive Order. — If it should no-longer be reasonably possible to
observe the periods and dates prezcribed herein or in the Omnibus Election Code
of the Philippines for certain pre-election acts in the election immediately
following the effectivity of this Executive Order, the Commission ghall fix other
periods in order to ensure accomplishment of certain pre-election activities s8¢
that voters shall not be deprived of their right of suffrage. - SO

SEC. 14. Appropriations. — The amount of TWO HUNDRED MILLION' .
(P200,000,000.00) PESOS, or so much théreof as may be necessary for the
purpose of implementing this Executive order is hereby set aside out of the'
appropriation of the Commission on Elections in its annual budget and savings,
which shall be released automatically and periodically by the Department of
Budget and Management upon request of the Chairman of the Commission on
Elections, based cn an approved special budget. In case of deficiencies, the funds.
herein provided shall be augmented from the Contingent Fund or any other

applicable appropriations authorized in the Current General Appropriations

Act, which shall likewise be released upon similar request of the Chairman of the
Commission on Elzctions. e s ' .

SEC. 15. Separability clause. — If for any reason any sectioh or provision of
this Exefutive Order, or any portion thereof, or the application of such secfhon,
provision or portion is derlared invalid or uncanstitutional, the remainder
thereof shall not be affected kyy such declargtion. I

* 8EC. 16. Applicability of the Omnibus Election Code of the Philippines and
other statutes. —_All proyisions of the Omnibus Election Code of the Philip-
pines, Executive Order No. 50dated October 20, 1886 and Execut:i\(e Order N?'
94 dated December 17, 1986 not inconsistent with the provisions of this .
Executive Order shali apply to the election herein provided for: Provided, That
the Commission on Elections is hereby authorized toprovide by rgsolution.on any
matters not specifically covered by this Executive Order consistent with t'he
provisions of the 1987 Constitution: Provided, further, That the Commission
may award the printing of the dfficial ballots, election returns and such other
forms necessary in the conduct of the elections to private printers if it deems the
existing printing facilities of the Government Printing Office and/or APO-NIFDA
PrintingPress are not adequate for the purpose considering the time constraints:
Provided, finally, That said printing shall be under the exclusive contral a{;d
supervision of the Commission, which, shall determine and provide security
measuares in the printing storage amli'd.istributio:) thereof.
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SEc. 17, Repealing clause — All laws or parts of laws mconmstent here-
with are hereby deemed repealed or modified accordingly. The provisions on
failure to register and to vote under Section 261, paragraph (y), sub-paragraph
No. 1 and paragraph (z), sub-paragraph No l.of the Ommhus E'lechon Code of
the Philippines are hereby repealed. -

~ SEc, 18, Eﬁ'ectwuy — Thls Execqhve ‘Order shall take effect upon its
'appmval

th

Done in the Clty of Manila, this, 27th da_y of February in the ear of
" Our.Lord, mnebeen hundred and exghty-leven Y

.l-_'_ comzonc AQUINO

- By the President: : ' : v

-(SGD )JOKER P. ARROYO "
Executive Secretary

MALACANANG v
Mamla e

 EXECUTIVE O‘RDER NO. 144

SUPPLEMENTAL LAWON ‘I'HE MAY' 11 1987 ELECTIONS
FOR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

I, CORAZON C. AQUINO, President, of the liﬂilipp_ines, do hereby order: -

SECTION 1. Special Registration of Voters. — For purposes of the elections for
Members of Congress on May 11, 1987, the Commission on Elections, hereinafter
referred to as the Commission, shall hold a special registration of voters on April
11and 12 1987, in accordanee with Executwe Order No. 50 dated October 20

1986, ‘ -

SECTION 2. Board of Canvassers. — The Chairman and Meinbers of the
Commisgion on Elections sitting en banc shall be the National Board of Can-
vassers for the election of senators. It shall canvass all certificates of canvass
coming from and prepared by the district, provincial, and city boards of

. canvassers (of those cities which comprise one or more legislative district). .

Fur‘thermore, theré shall be a board of canvassers for each.province, clty, ’
mumc:pahty and district of Metropohtan Manila, as follows: h

a) Provincial board of canvassers. — The prowncml board of canvassers
shall be composed of the provincial election supervisor or a senior lawyer in
the regional office of the Commission, as chairman, the provincial fiscal, as
vice-chairman, and the provincial supermtaendent of schools, as member,

This board shall carnvass certificates of canvasgs from the municipalities and
the cities which do not comprise at least one legislative district. It shall
proclaim as elected the candidates for the House of Representatives who -
obtained the highest number of votes in the respective legislative districts.”

With respect to the election for senatora. the provmmal board of canvasgers
shall prepare in duplicate a certificate of canvass supported by a statement
of votes received by each candidate in each municipality/city, and transmit the
first copy therepfto the Commission on Elections for canvassing, The second
copy sha]] be kept by the provincial election supemsor

[ Clty board of canvassers for cities compmmg one or more legislative
districts. — The ¢ity board of canvassers for cities comprising one or more
legislative districts shall be composed of the city election registrar or lawyer
of the Commission, as chairman, the city fiscal, as vice-chairman, and the city
superintendent of schools, as member.

This board shall canvass election returns coming from the potling places
within the jurisdiction of the city, and shall proclaim as elected the candidate
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or candldatea for the House of Representatwea who ?btamed the highest
number of votes in the legislative district or respectwe legisglitive districts.

With respect to the election for senstors, this board shall prepare in
" duplicate a certificate of canvass.supported by & statement of votes received
" by each candidate in each poliing plaee and transmit the first copy to the
Commission on Elections for canvassing. The seeond copy shall be keptby the
clty election reg:strar “ .
¢) District board of canvasiers. — The district board of canvassers shall
be composed of a lawyer of the Commission, as ehairman, and a ranking fiscal
in the district, as vice-chairman, and the most senior district school super-
"-visor in the district, as member, to be appointed by the Commission upon
consultation with the Department of Justice nnd t.he Department of Educa-
tion, Culture and Sports, respectively.

This board shall canvass elechon returns coming from the polling places
within the jurisdiction of the district and shall proclaim as elected the
candidate for the House of Rapreaamﬂvea who obtained the highest number
of votes i in the legislative diltrlct. .

With respect to the election for senatonl, the same procedure shall be .

followed by thigsboard asthat ohserved by the city board of canvassers for cities
comprising one or more legislative districts.

d) City/municipal board of canvassers. — The city (for cities not com-
. prising at least one legislative district) or municipal board of canvassers shall
be composed of the city/municipal election registrar, as chairman, the city
fiscal/municipal treasurer, as the case may be, as vice-chairman, and the ut.y
superintendent/district superviser or in his absence any public echool prin-
_cipal, as the case may be as member
This board shall canvass elechon returns commg from the pollmg places
within its jurisdiction, but shall not preclaim any winner in the election for
Members of the House of Representahvea or for Se.natora

* 'This beard shall prepare in triplieata a certiﬁcate of canvass supported by
a statement of votes received by each candidate in each ‘polling place, and
transmit the first copy thereof to the provincial board of canvassers for
canvassing. The second copy shall be transmitted to the Commission for

. record purposes, ancl the third copy shallbe keptbythe city/municipal election

: reglstrar

SECTION 3. Applicability of Bataa Pambansa Blg 881. — The pertinent

pmvmons of Batas Pambansa Blg. 881, which are not in conflict with the
" provisions herein provided, ehall remain in full foree and effect and are hereby
adopted as parts hereof
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SECTION 4. Repealing clause, — All laws, orders, issuances, rules and
regulations or parts thereof inconaistent with tlus Executive Order are ‘nereby
repealed or mod:ﬁed acoordmgly -

SECI'ION 5. Effectivity. — This Exeqxtxve Order shall take effect upon its
approval. o

DonemtheCatyofMamla,tlusandnyofMardi mtheyearofOurLord,
nineteen hundred and elghty seven. _

(SGD.) CORAZON C. AQUINO

By the President:

(SGD ) JOKER P. ARROYO
' Execuhve Secret.my
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