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[RePUBLIC ACTNO. 7941 ]

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE ELECTION OF PARTY-LIST
REPRESENTATIVES TEROUGH THE PARTY-LIST
SYSTEM, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

Be it enacted By the Sehae and House of Represenuatives of the
Phifippines in Congress axsernisled:

SECTION 1. Tisle. - This Aci shiall be known 3s the “Party-Lis '
'SysmA:t

SEC. 2.. Declaration of Paiicv Thc State shall ptumotc
proportional representation in the clection of r:premlam to the
House of Representatives through a partw-list system of registered
nanonal, mgmml and secroral parnes. or. organmm or mﬁnnm
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thercof, which will cpable Filipino citizens belonging to
marginaiized and underrepresented sectors, organizations and
parties, and who lack well-defined political constituencies but who
could contribute to the formulation “and ¢nactment of appropriate
legisiation that will bencfit the pation as a whole, o become
members of the House of Representatives. Towards this end, the
State shall develop and guarantec a full, free and open party system
in order ig artain the broadest passible representation of party,
sectoral or_group interests in the House of Representatives by
enhancing their chances to compete for and win seats in the
legislature, and shail provide the simplest scheme passible.

SEC. 3. Definition of Terms. - (a) The pary-iist system is a
mechanism of proportional representation in the election of
representatives (o the House of Representatives from pational,
regional .and sectoral parues or organizations or coalitions. thereof
registered with the Commission on Elestions (COMELEC).
Componeat partics or orgamzations of a coalition may participate
independently promdcd the coaiition of which they form part does
oot participate ia the party-bst system.

(b} A pany means either a.political party or a sectoral parry
or a coalition of parties.

() A potitical party refers to an organized group of citizens
advoeating an ideology-or platform, principies and policies for the
general conduct of government and which, as the most immediate
‘means of sccuring their adoption, regularly nominates and supports
-CeTtain of its leadcrs and manbers as candxdat:.s forpubhc office. -

It |sanauonal partyvh:nns consutuencys sprcad -over the
geographical territory of at least a majority of the regions. Itisa
:regmnalpanywhenntscomxcnqnsspmdomthcmhmal
tmory of at ieast a majority of the cties and provinces comprising
the regon.

,{d) .Amm-pauy.rdcma.orpmed gmupniauzzns s
belonging to any of the sectors enumerated-in Section § hereof

whaose -principal advocacy pertams to thc ‘special interest and
--cmmnso{dmrmctor :

. (e) A:ccrom! orgaumon refers to a group of citizens or a
coalinon of groups of citizens who share similar physical atiributes
" or characteristics, cmployment imerests or concerns.

Emﬁid‘(r. ' “-}l

— S Y S S s Minp WO W (B & -



-8

() A coalition refers 1o an aggrupation of duly registered

national, regional, sccroral partics or organizatons. for pnlmr.zl
) and/or :!emon purposes.

_ SEC. 4 Maurfesmnan 16 Pm'ucrpanm the Pmy-bu Svnau.
“Any party. otganization, or coalition already registered with the
Commission need not registér anew. However, such party,
orgamzauon or coalition shall file with the Commission, not later
than ninety (90) days before the election, a mamfcsmunn of iz
desire to participate io the party-list system.

SEC. S." Registration. - Any organized group of persons may
register as a party, organization or coalition for purposes of the
party-list system by filing vath the COMELEC not later than ninety
~(90) days before the election a petition. verified by its. presidest or
B scacmrystatmgmdemc (o participate in the party-lst. system as a
nauonal, rag;onalm' sectoral party or organization or a coalition of

" speh partes or organizations, attaching thereto its constiution, by-

laws, platform or prograis of government, list of officers, coalition
agc&mcmandmhermkvammfozmamnastthOMELECmav
require: Provided, That the sectors shall include labor, peasant,

fisherfolk, urban poor, indigenous cultural commusities, elderly,
'_'handmappcd women, youth, veterans, overscas workers, and

A ”j.proremonals. ]

" pational néwspapers of general Greulatibn. L

' Thr. COMELEC shall publish thé petition ia at feast two (2)

~ The COMELEC shail, after due notice and hc.anng, resolve
the’ pcuuon within fifteen (15) days from th: date it’ was submined
for decision bul in no case uot later than sixty (60} days. before
cldction.

. SEC. 6... Refusal and/or. Cmdlanon.of chamm -The

COMELEC may, mow: proprio. or upon verificd complaint of any
interested party, refuse or cancel, after due notice and- hearing, the
regstration of any national, regional or sectoral party, orgammum
or coakuon on any ofthc fnllmng grounds: .

(1) Itis areligious sect or dmommmaon orgamzxmm ar

assoc:anon organized fox:r:ﬁmmpjnm e
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(2) !tzdvmuvn!mmunm:}mmstomkmml;
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A(:'a) kisafordgupanyormganizaﬁom

(4) 1t is receiving support from any forc:gn ;urernment.
foreign political party, foundation, organzation, whether directy or
‘through any of its officzrs or mewmbers or mnm:cﬁy through third
parties for partisan clection purposes, :

{5) 1t violates or fzuls 10 compiy with laws, rules or
regulauom relating to ciections; .

(6) Irded:tesnnrrmhﬁnmmmamupwum:
(‘7) nhascaasedtocﬁstfor'umoné(l}mw

(8) It fails to participate in the last rwo (2} preceding
siections or fails to chrain ar least two peeennur (292) of the votes
cast under the party-list svstem in the two (2) preceding clections.
Tor the: comstiteeney in which it has registered.

. SeC. 7. Cemified List of Registered Portiey. ~ The COMELEC
shall, not iater than sixty (60} days before elacnnﬂ.l’mhr:z
certified Yist of national, regiomal, or secrorzl. parties, onganizations:
- or coalitions whick have applied or who bave masifested their
desire to participate ander the: party-list systens and distribute
copies theseof to all precinets for posting in the poling places on
election day.. Thenamofthcmhstmhﬂmbc
shom:omhcmﬁedhs:,

- SEC & Nomination: of Party-List Répresentarivey. ~ Each
regute:cd. party, organization or coalition shall submir to the
mmmthmmm(ds) days before the: cloctionr 2.
list of names, pot less than five (5), fromx whick party-list
representatives shall bechpsd:immcit.obtzim.thc_rcqnired. )

d;'uutn.

o, _\_:

ﬁa pmmmys be nmmte&: ur.oue{l) hsr ndy. Onlsr
pertons whor have: giver their consent: in writing: may begamed ir
thelist.. The: st shall not indadeany candidace: for my clective
office-or-xpersomrwho ks lost bis:bid foram elective office: i the:
imemrediately preceding-election= Nochange: of names. o siteration:
- of therorder-off nomimees shall be: alloacd: after: the: seme shadl bave:
beem: submitred: tor the: COMELEC excepti in: cases where: the
incapacitaged: i whicls casethe narae of the: substitate aomioee: shall’

-
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be. placed bast in:the Bst Incembent sectoral representatives dn the
. Rouse of Representatives who zre sominated m!he panv»hs*
svsiem shall not be considered resigned.

SEC. 9. Qualificasions-vf Pary-List Noriress. - No pesson.
shal) he nominated as party<list representative unless he is 2
namural-born citizen of the Phibppines, 3 registered woter; 2 fesidary
of the Philippines for 2 period of not less than one (1) yeur
immediately. preceding the day of the. clection, able to read and
write, 3 bona fide member of the party or organizatian wiich ke
.sceks to represent for at least ninety (90) doys preceding the day of
the clection, and is at kmmnw—ﬁm(ﬁ}yeamoilgconmm
of the election.

In case of a nami’rm of the vouth sector, he m'at k:z'éi e
twenty-five {23) but not. more than thirry {30} vears of age on the
day of the clection. Any wouth sectoral representative who altaint
the age of thirty {30} dmng tos term shall be allowed to contipue
office umil the expiration. of lis wwm.

SEC.10. Monner of Voting. - Ewery voter shall be entitled 1o

two {2} votes: . the first is a voie for candidate for member of the

House of Representatives in bis legisharive district, and the secons,
a voic for the party, organiration, or coalition A wanty represenved
in the. Hovse of Representatives: Provided, That 2 vote s for o
party, sectora) Organization, or coalition not eatitted to be voied fo:

shall not be counted: Provided finally, Tha! the firgt c}cmmn :md*-'
the parey-list system s.nail bc.hdd in May 1998 C

The COM”LEC qhaﬂ mdzrtakc the ngceisary mfnwnzmr

campaign for purposes of cﬂmmg thc clcctoratc om: the. mam-.r of
te: parw-bs.i system.

. 'SEC. 11, Number of Pary-Lin chm:mmﬁm'es" The partetiss
represcatatives shall constitute teeamy percentum {29} of the rotat
number of the members of the Hovse nf Pcprcscmznm mdmhng
those under the pamu-—im.

Far pm'poscs of thc Ma\f 1998 dcx:uons the. !xm I“ns: (* :
major political parifes on the hasis of panv repremnm:; 0 _t!_n
House of Representatives at the start of tbe Yenth'Congress of the
Philippines sha!l not be entitled to participate w :he pary-lis:
Kystem.
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lndu:mmgthcaﬂocamaofmfor:hcseomimthe
!d]anrmgymoedmshal}beohsenr.d <ol

. {a) 'mcpama mmandmﬂmmshaﬁbe nnked
from the highest 1o the lowest based on the number of votes thcy

gamutddmgthecieams.

(b} The partin. organizations, and coalitions rcnciving at
least two percent (2%) of the total votes cast for the party-list
system shall be entitled 10 one sear cach: Provided, That those
gamumgmc!hanmopcrecm&%)dthcwmsshaﬁbccnwbd

. to-sdditional seats.ia pmmmnn Lo.their tatal aumber -of vores

Provided, finafly, That each party, organization, or coalilicn shali bc
entitied o not more than three (3) seats.

SEC. 12. Procedure in Allocating Seats for Panty-Lise

" Represeatatives. - The COMELEC shall tally all the votes for the

parties, organizations, or coalitions on a nationwide basis, rank
thers actording 1o the number of votes received and allocate party-
list representatives proportionately accnrding to the perocntage of
votes oblained by each party, organization, or coalition as agatost
the votal n.uumw!dc votcs cast for the party-Eist system.

Sec. 13. _How Pa}ty—usz Representatives am‘Gmsen. - Panty-
list sepresentatives shail be prociaimed by the COMELEC based oo
the lst of nates submicted by the vespective partics, organirations,
or coalitions to the COMELEC according 1o their ranking io said

- SEC. 14. Term of Dffice. - Party-list represcuratives shall be
elected Yor a term of three (3) years which shall begin, valess
otherwise provided by law, at poon on the thursieth day of June next
following thetr election. No party-fist representasives shall serve for
more than three (3} conscomtive terms.  Volustary renunciation of

: the offiee for any icng.h_cf time shall not-be constdered as an

interTuption ia-the continuity of his s.uw:c for the full 1erm for
which he was elected. :

'SEC. 15.. Change of Affiliation; Effect. - Any clected pamf‘liu
representative. who changes his political pary or.scczoral affiliation
during his term of office shalt forfeit his seat: . Provided, That i he
changes his political party or sectorai affiliation within six (6)
months before an clection, he shall not be cligible {or nomination as
party-ligt representative under his aew panty or Ofganzation. :
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SEC..16. ¥acancy. - in case of vacancy it the seats reserved
for party-list repr'weuativ:s. the vacaocy shall be seromatically
filled by the nexs represeatative from the list of nominces in the
order submicted to the COMELEC by the same party, organization,
or coalition, who shat} serve for the unexpired teum. I8 the Tise s

exbausted, the party, orgapization, of coalition concersed shalt
submit addriooal nominces.

SEC. 17, Rights of Party-List Representatives. - Party-fist
representatives shall be entitled . to the same- salaries aad
cmoiuments as regular members of the House of Represeatalives.

Sec. 18. Rwesr and Regulations. - The éOMEL.EC sal

promuldgare the necessary rides and regulations as mav be oecessary
10 carry out the purposes of this Act.

SEC. 19. Appropriations. - The-amount necessary for the
tmplcmcmanoa of this ATt shall bejprovided in the regniar.
sppropriations for the Commission on Eleations staning fiscal
year 1996 under the General Appmpmnom Act.

Startng 1995, the COM&.EC is hereby amthorized to wibze
savings and ather availabie ch{m Ior ?urpevszs of its mfummwn
campeign on the party-list sydtetn.

SEC. 20. Stpambd:ry (Jam - Ifany part of this Act i held

ivalid or unconstitutional, the ather parts or’ provisions theren
shiall remaie valid and effective.

SEC. 21. Repeading Clause. - All laws, decrees, caecutive
orders, rules and regulations, or pares thereof, incosssient vmb she
provisions of this Act are hereby repeaied.

SEC. 2. Effecuivity. - Tins Act shall take affecr fifteen (15)
daw after s publication in 2 newspaper of general circulation,

Approved,

B e

President of the Senoee

e
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This Act. whichiis 2 consolidarion of Howse Bill No. 3043 and
Senate Bill-No. 1913, was finally passed by .the House of
Representstives and the Sanate on February 28,1995, °

(LA S
EDGaso E. : CamMiLe L. Sario

Secretary “Sengie Secrerary Dreneval
House of Represensatives

gt MAR 03 1935

e

FIDEL V. RAMOS
President of the Fiilippines
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