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AN ACI'PROYJDJNG FOR nn!ElECIlON OF PARTY-US'[' 
REPRESENTA"l1VES THROUGH 1HE PAltTY-US'! 
SYSTEM, AND APPltOl'RlA1:ING FUNDSntEltEFOR. 

. ".;, . '" . :. 

B~ .u en«WI ty w SeNzu .IInIl HOuse of ~ of ~ 
Phi/ippilIa in Congren IUSm*Iat: 

'1, 

SEC- 2... DccJarafion of Policy. - The State sllaTl FOIDOte 
l'roportianal rqlfCSCDtauon in til: clca.i0D oi.ep'CSCDtaUve.s to tilt 
House- of Repr ... ,."a'i __ Ihrough a ~Iist ~ o! reP,sIered 
1Wi0Dal. regioaaI and scaoral panics QT. ar~njzarjmn. or- m3Iitirms 
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thereof. wbicb will enable Filipino CItizens belonging 10 

marginalized and underrepresented sectors. organizations and 
parties. and who lack weU-defincd .political constituencies but who 
could cOntribule 10 lbe formalaticinand cnaamcnl of appropriate 
legillation !bat will benefit the nation as a whole. 10 become 
members of lbe House of Representatives. Towards this end, tbe 
Stale shall develop and guanntee a full, free and open party system 
in order to attain the broadest possible representation of party, 
sectoral or.group interests in Ibe House of Representatives by 
enhancing tbeir chances to compele for and win seats in Ihe 
legislature, and sball provide the simplest seheme possible. 

SEC. 3. De{lIlilion of T~177IS. - (a) The patry-list syrrem is a 
mechanism of proportional representation in tbe election of 
representatives 10 Ihe House of Representatives from national. 
regional and sectoral parties or organizations or coalitions thereOf 
registered with Ihe Comlllission on Elections (COM-ELEC). 
Component parties or orgaBizations of a coalition may participate 
independently provided the cnalition of which they form part does 
not panicipate in tbe party-list System. 

(b) A J1GIlY means eithu a· political party or a seClOra! party 

or a coalition of panies. 

(cj Apolitical parry refers to an organized group of citizens 
advocating anideology·or pIaUOrtD; principJei' and policies for tbe 
general conduCl of gnvel"DlDClll and which. as the most immediate 
means of securing their adop6on, regularly nominates and supports 
'certain of its leaders and .members as candidates li:it-pliblic:office:'-

'" '.';-, .• ",!~.,~, .. 

It is; a national' party wben ~ Constituency is Spreaa:Over the 
geographical territory of at Icast a majority of the regions. It is a 

,regioDaI party when its CO!!5Iirueacy is spread O¥er the geographical 
territory of at least a majoritrof thec:itics ami prorinccs comprising 
the region. 

. I.:" ""'. 

Ad). A. ,";"aU-p4Iny~IS-U).u-O'lPnized.~..o(citiz:ns .. 
beioDging [0 any of the scaOTS CDumera[ec\·in Section S hereof 
whose ·principal advocacy pertains [0 ·thespecial interest and 
._ oflheir.~r. 

(e)··.AseclonU ~ refers to a group of citizens or a 
coalition of groups of citizcas who share similar physieal auributcs 

. or cbaracrctistics. emplOyilleili; imeresls or conc:etDS. 

un~lG\('~ • 

. ,. . ..,..,--~-~--~. -,'. 



(Q A COlI/ilion refur. to aD aggrUpatioD of duly registered 
zwioaaJ. regional, secrol'llJ panics or orgBniza'ioDS, for politiaJ 
3Dd/or eJettion purposes. " ' 

" SEc. -4. 'M~ 10 Pllllicipta~ in,the P~s.- • 
-' Anyputy;' (;i'ganizauon, or coalition alTeady registered with !lie 
Commission need not register anew; However, su'th party, 
org;uiizatioD, or coalition shalJ fde with tbe Commissiou., Dot later 
thaD tWiClY (90) dayi'be£orc the eleaion, a manifeuation of its 
desire to participate io the pany-lisl syStem. " ' , 

SEC: S:' RegiirTatiem; • Any organized group of persons may 
regater ,:11 a p;lny, organization or' coalition far purposes of the 
pany-Iist system by fdiog with the COMELEC IIOllater than uim:ty 
(90) days b~fore_ the elcaion a petition, =ifred by irs_ presideat or 

, --. "secretary stating it$ desii-.i: to participate io the party.1is! system. as a 
, Il3tional, iegicinaf or sworal, pany or organization (II: acoaiitioo of 
sucb piin= or olgaaizations; attacliing thereto irA coustitution, by­
Jaws,pIad'orm or ~ of,govemmcm, lis! of- offi£ers, coalition 
agreement and otbcr releYant ,information as the COMELEC may 
re<juire: l'roWied. That the-'~rs sball iocludc labaT, pcasanr. 
fishrirlotk, urbari' poor, indigenous cultural commuriities, elderly. 

'_t",;;atC3p~cd. women, youth, veterans, 'overseas workers, and 
, "p"c;tesi;iOnals. ' , ' 

" _' The COME1:EC sbaII puliiisb 1M petiti~ in at least two (2) 
" ~tim;i.J DhWsp~pm o{gencraJ' ciicubtiiin., _ ,_ ,,_ ~,." 

,The COMELEC shall, after due DOtir:c and bcarms. rcsoM: 
the petition within lifteen -(IS) days from the date it" was submitted 

'" for decisIon but iD D(; case n~d~tertbu..5ixtY (ro),daysbefore 
election. '. , 

,SEC. ,6 ... !UfustJl.J1nd/Or" C;;;h,;:u,ij;i,...of ~ •. ,The 
COMELEC may, mo/U proprio. or upo" verified complailit'of allY 
ioter~edpany. refuse or cancel, after due notice and heariJ2&, tile 
rei\isiration of any natioaal, rcgionaI or scaoral party. oo-gaaizatioll 
or coalitioo 00 ,any of ~e roUowing grounds: ' 

. .'" -." 

(1) II is a religious sect or 'denomination, orgaaizalion or 

d- - ~aricm.~~iz:d.f,,-,:f;~~~t7~,: :_~",,' c':' ~~~~ .. ," . ,~. -- ',), . -
~) It adWeaIeS viOlence or:lDIIaw!ul~lo~ilspl; 

. ', •. .z .. '_ _, ." '. •. ..' - • --
..... ",';; .~,.' ::;", ~::..:; ..... ~ : "of.- ~;.;.-;. •• 



',.: 

.,'.":' 

, ............ ...,. '""",0''''''' •• _.~ 

(3) It is a foreip patty.or orpmzarioa; 
. ,,~, ' , -' 

(4)11 is receiving suppo~f~m any Coreip ~mcllt, 
f~ paUtic:li pany. !oIJndatioa, orPnizIiIion. .wiIctIJr:r dftcUy or 
tbrou¢ :my of its officcn or members or in<iirutiy tin'ough third 
parties for partisan elcdiOll purposes; 

(5) It violates Dr fails to comply with laws. rules or 
rcgulatiOllS relaliDg to clcc:Iioas; 

(6) rt declues UDtnnhful __ in ilS petitiod; 

(7) It bas ceased to clIist forat least ODe (1) ~ or 

(8) It fails to p~a:ricipate in ·thc last two (l) preceding­
eleaioas or fails to obtaBl u least t"'O petC41I1Ulft .(2.%) of the _ 
C3$t WIder ~ ;r.utY-list ,,"cm <n the two (2) prcce~ eleaioas 
for die. coasrit1ICIIc:y ill ~it.bas. "eted.. 

SBc:.. T. ~.l.isc of Rcpvtd l'rlrdcr_ -~ COMET FC 
shall. .. ot ·latcr thaD: sixty (60) days before elcctiClJl". prettare: .., 

I:ified r_ of .~. . . I _.. ... 
(£[ . 'JQL . n1Ihvwu. U'iJP"' ; or ~ puacs.. ca8 eu""DS 

or coaJitiOIlS- ,.,hiclt bave applied or who ba .... ma.ifrstcd their. 
desire to participate UDder t.bc party-liK systc= aa4 distribllLC 
capies.tben:o£ 10 aU ~ for pastiug ia cItt~place.s OD: 

ehoc:rjmr day •. The DUDS oC.thc:party-Iist_· I sUIlllOC be 
""0I11.hc cerIilied.li.sC... . .. 

• .. SEC. s:.. N~of PIIIfY'-l-i.rt IUp_=-- -EadL 
~party. orpaizatioa: Or coalition shall sut.aic to the 
CQVFI' FC lICIC Jar.ez:-tbm~ (45) days bc:IiJre dID: h tiall a. 
liIco£lIlUIIos. ... or less tilu; five- (5). fro_ whiclt party-list 
~sball be ehoseZ ia case: it.obtaiDs. die. required. . 
n I a a£"DtI::S;.;: .. 

.. ~-r,. C,'", .'-

':.,-,,: " .• ' . ",:,·.Pc~;>-t·· 

Ai; [ICUDIlD -..,. be oomiIIated: Us:. oat (1): lisr oaly_ Only 
eu_wlaa"-"giwelrtheir.Ql II i"'~may __ lid:.£ 
tlIa:liI!;. TIie:: EcslaJ[ _ iacladr::UlT caadid_ Clr ., clcctivc: 
oIIii=or. .. peuiwwl» _last_bid fo.,._ deceM: 08i=_the: 
, ,...tcf)trpi - ffitg;efes:ri.cnt N"cN=h i' ofiDlUlle$._altcratiolt. 

.. aCdletanlcr.aliwM"j is shaIlbe:aIIan"d:aiI=:dID:_sbaIlbaw: 
bcc:m SIIba:licb:d: to the: CONEI;.&::. '""'"qI'l ilL cases. wbcn:: th= 
60 i' dica:;.oe-~ ill: writiag IUs: 0' jhMli"'I; bcc:olllllS 

Lv [ ritrn ,-*Wbia::kc:aetbJ:: ... of.·tbit. 4 Ae sbaIl 
., ~.:o-

;.: ; - """ 

• 
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be placed l.asl in·.tke list. IlICIIII1benL·sutoral ",~wiw"dl'l the 
llouse of Represenultives-"''' an n<>mmared "''Ue ,,",n~IIM 
~m shall not be' 0Dn5iden:d resiped. ." ... '. . ... 

SEc. 9. Quali/iCLllillll!J·of Parry-List N~:I_ - No pen=. 
shan 1>" nom.ilillted as: p3'rt~Hist: tc!,N:~j,fatlve'lImess I!.e i1. '" 
narural-born citizt.n of IRr. PbilippiBes. arqri.'>IcrOO q)(er; '2> "=side,.,,! 
of Ihe PhilippinE-oS for a period of 111)\ lesslha1l ODe '( 1) YC::1.T 

.immediately. preuding tbe tb!<, oJ lbe· election. able u< read :md 
wrile, a ifflru< filk member 01' Ibe parry or orglri1iz.atitJn ~h he 

.. $Ceks 10 repre=tt Illf at lea<! Di:D.t:!y (90). da,s.pr«ediag the d:l:\i t>f 
the ckc.!iou. and is al k.a$l l'OIIC:ty-fi." (Z5) r=an; <>f • on tile ~. 
of the elcc!ion.. 

In <ase of a "omit!« of the youth ~"=. be. mmt':at kMi 'N: 
wenty-five (l5) Wf.IIOt. mO,", than thirty (30) yean; of ~e 011; !he 
day of the' eicttion. Any youth fit:ctoraJ n:pm>entalm: who· attaim. 
!be ag:e of thirty (J£ii d\lI'ing.~ ICI'ID shall be all<l'wed to COOI.isue iI, 
O[f1U until the cxpi.ratioll.vfllinerm. . 

SEc .• lD. MDJl1Ier (Jffl~. - E~' V\lIer sball Ire e&\tilled t{. 

1"'1) (2) VOtu: . the firss: i1 a 00£e for candidate fO' .... llelllbe<' ~ , .... t· 
~. of Rept'cseatllfives inlDs legjsiali"le dist.riCI.. u<l the ~. 
a vote for the patty. organizatiou. OT coalition lie _ ~eci 

in the. Hoose of Re.prese1l1ative£: l'rovid#;d, That a '~(e Q(,! for" 
party. sutor .. J orpniulion, Of cnaliJion. not uoti!led to be <mICd em 
skall 110\ be coWlted:. p~ fiNdfj, Thal thefJrS! electi4ln uuw..: 
Ihe parry-lr.l S)I!ilem shall be IIdd in Ma~' 1m. 

The COMELEC'sbali undertake rhr, n~'·i.ofoTmal;O" 
caJnpai8n forpurpose.< of edUCIIint rhe electorat<- On -!he romer (,! 
!be pany-lis! sY"tem. . 

. ;,: 

_ SEC. 11. Mtmbtr VI! Ptzn:rLm R"I""Sr.ntari""': •. lh.tpany-lis.'. 
rep<cscntaIives wli constitute .... 'CWy pel'CDUllm(2D%) of 1M ttlt'" 
Il1IJaber. oLthe members of 1m: House' of P.epreseosutMt. ~ 
those ilnder tbe flUl)i-list. . . . ...:. 

FQT purposes of the Nay 1998 electiot .. , tbl:. fim T""". ,{,51. 
major J)Olilical parties·On the :basisof·part~ repmrii'aliO" Mtb~ 
House of.Representatives at t!zr,RiITl. 6ftbe yeua,;:(,.onSJe:!>. ctlh< 
PhilippiDC~ shall not 1><. entillcd to panicipale ito lbe p:any.li~ 
~em. 

t.,.-
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1a dctCJ'IDiJUIIs tile ~wi04 of sealS for :lie seCODd VOle, tile 
.f~proeed8R shaD be obsenid: . 

Ca) The p3rucs .. arpDjzarinas..1IIdaJal~ 5haI1be ranted 
£rom til" highest to the lowest based 011 tbe mzmher of VOles they 
pnu:red duiiag Ute elcaioas:' 

. . . 

(b) The panics. orgilDi%atiollS, aDd coaliuous receivi.at! at 
leur two percelll (2'lb) of the toral vQtcs cut lor the pony.list 
syslem shall beezitided 10 0IIe .seal cadi: Provilkd, That ·thO$C 
pmerin& more·!han two percent (2%) of t&e votes shall be entil1cd 

, ·_tQ-~acau.;iA.{)I':CIfl'lIlimL.Lo_their.-""a1..cIalRber·-of·VOlCIi: 
hovided. {i1!DJ1y. 'That each PariY; Org:lllizatWn. Of eoaIitic:in shall be 
ealitled to not mole tban !luee (3) sealS. 

SEC. 12. Proculur~ ill AI/Dcaling St:o.IS Jar Party.Lisl 
RepresMrati~ . • The COME.J..EC shan !ally all tbe votes for lIIe 
paroe5. orgaaizadons, or ccialitiom on a naLioDwidc bw. rank 
!he ... according to lhenumber ofYCtcs teceiw.d and aIllXllte party. 
list represem.aliw:s l'foportionatdy acamIiDg to tbe perce.mge oS 
votes obtained by each pany, organization. or coalition as ag-.. inst 
Ibe lOlaI natiomWc:te'IOiCs = lor tbe pany-J;s[system . . ' :_'... . . 

SEc.. 13~ . How Ptilfy--List .Rq=s=i"U 1JIr' QIOSm.. - pmy­
list repr=atiYes shall be procIaime.d by 1M: COMELEC b1sed 011 

!he lW of IIiHII<:S subm.itlwby die: 1'C$pCC1M: parties. Ofglmj",lIjons. 

01 coalitions 10 tbe COMEl.EC aceorcfl1l{tlO their raDlring iu said 
list. 

. SEC. 14. Tt:mI. D/ "OffiCe. - Pany-li.u representatives shall be 
elected ior a term of three (3) years whIch shall begin. ullle .. 
ocherwise prOYided by ill .... al ooon 0\1 lhe. thinictb day of June IIClII 

fou-iDg their dcaiOn.. No patty-Iisr IeJlraeawivcs shall SCT\'e for 
man: !haJJ three (3) ~ terms. VdWltary ~onciation of 

, the office for aDY lel1gth..oflilDe "ball aot"he CODSidered .. asall 
iotClTllptilJli ,i.n,11u. oontUlljjty of his t.erW:e for !he fall lerm for 
which he was a=ed . 

• SEC. 15.· ~ D{ A/fi~ EflecL - ADy elected past'J-list 
represeD13liIlli 1l1li0 ~bis poIirical parry -OUllctoral affiIiatioD 
dar .. hi5=a of Office -sUll-forf.eila ~ProI1iJJed. lhal if be 
chlUlgcsbu' politUal pany 'Of "ectoral affiliuioD within. six (6) 
months before all deaiou. he slaaU DOl be eligible for nomination as 
party.1ist ~ uacIc:r IUs aeW party or orpoinlioa. 

, 
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Sec.-l6. VQCIJItC}I. ·In case Of V8Ca1lCf i .. the _ rli .ed 
for pany-Iist re~atm:s. !he. vacaocy w.a ~ -.ticdy 
filled by the iIcu rep,_wive (rom rherm of no...:i_ia lhe 
onIu iubmined to the COMELF-C by thf; same parly. OIJIl"'ization., 
or coalition, who shall serve-for tb.e unapired 1efJD.. :u tbiilisl " 
exluIuued, tbe patty. organiutioA. Of coali'lioa com:enIC4. WIt 
submil addifjcgal nominees. 

SEc. 17; RiplS af Pany-List Repru~'"ativu- • Pa'~'-list 
rel'reSClJlat;Vcs 511,,11 be entitled.!f) inc-·. slime -sal3ries .lAd 
~mol"fIlC1ll.S 3S regular members of the Hou.se ,J! Re<pn:~ 

sec. 18. /WJ~s and Regultztians . • Tbe COMEI.£C ,baD 
promulgl!te the Decessary rulcs; and regulatioo.< .u 1I\lI)I be OCC.e&S2ry 

10 carry out the pW1'O= ol tbis Act • 

. SEC. 19. Appropriations . • The-amount oeccMM)l for lilt: 
implcmcnla.tioll of this A¢i dial!- be\prollided in .tberegular_ 
appropriation$ (or the ComaWsion 011 Eleaions !!faning IUo::aI 
year 1996 Wilier rile GcaeralAppropriatiom Act 

" . 
Starting 1995. the CO~c. ~~ lu:reby alllhorized to utilize 

saviD~ and «be~3\'aiJ~bl~ ~. for ;fO<l-"=S of i(& illfmnRllon 
.:ampatgD on the ?arty.·!i.sL sy!tem. \ 

I .:. ' . .' ;':: 
SEC. ZOo StpIJldbility OIlUS;'1. ~ If ~y pan I){ this Act is hct.I 

invalid or unconstitutiDnal, the other pam or- prDvi.~ tae~ 
sbal1 remaill valid and effective. 

SEC. 21. RepeiUing Clause. - All laVolS. decree... acc:ut;ve 
orders, rule:; and regulations. or parts ~reo(. meo.ws.relll wite die 
provisions lJi ch~ Aa are hereby ",pe.!licd. 

SEC. 22. EfjeClillicy_ - This Act shall take cl"f= fittul,(lS] 
aa~ after irs pUblication in a "~per of general circu1aIioft. 

JOSE DE ¥ENE JR. 
SpeiIIr4T tJ/ 'v H_ 

of l4p. cwumi_ -

i.' " , 
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.. : .. , . -'13" 

This Aa. whicli'is a colISolidariOflClf HolISt BiD No, JO(3 and 
lienal. DilleN", 1913. was Oiinallv passCQ bvtbe Ho.., of 
'Repn:s.entatn.:-s and the Senate or.F.~i,rtI3ry 2S.199.~: .' ..... 

/;' /... (? • 
~~-/~ 

Sf.cmNJ' GenmIl 
HOlL'" of lIt:presentaliva 

FlDELV. RAMOS 
Pruidml r.tf [he F'hilippine/ . 
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