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S. No. 1946 
H. No. 14367 

. IIPw/ PH l) /if~~T;1 f{;~ '. 
~ublic of tlft JItilippin5 

~ttgI2S5 of tift JlpIippilits 

~~ 

Begun and held in Metro Marula. on Monday the ('",enty-flfth day of July, 
nineteen hundred and ninety-four . 

• 

[ REPUBLIC ACT No. 7904 

J~ 
AN "ACT AlVlENDlNG SECTION 185 OF THE OMNIBUS -'. 

ELECTION CODE, AS A,'l"fENDED, BY REQUIRING THE 
COfl,{MISSION ON ELECTIONS TO FURN(SH~RY 
REGISTERED VOTER AT LEAST THIRTY (30) DAYS 
BEFORE AN ELECTION WITH AN OFFICIAL SAMPLE 
BALLOT. VOTERS !}''FOR.\1ATION SHEET AND LIST OF 
CANDIDATES 

Be it "naeled by Ihe Sena~ and HouSl< of Representatives of the 
Philippines in Congress assembled: 

, , 
SEmON 1. Section 185 oftl1e Omru'busElection Code, asamended, 

is bereby ameryled ID read as follows: 

F Clifton White, Resource Center 
International Foundation for Election·SystemS 
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SEC. 2. ibe material provided for in ScdiOD I herein shall be 
printed in tbc language or diakcI aoderslood by a majority of the voters 
in the region. 

SEC. J. T1Us Act shall take effect upon its approval. 

OSE DE VE~C1A. 
Speaker of the H GUS. 

o/Represenlafi1,'f!S 

This Act which is a consolidation of Senate Bill ?'o. 1946 and 
House Bill No. 14367 ,,-:IS finally passed by the Senate and the House 
of Representatives on February 20, 1995 and February 16, 1995. 
respectively. 

{] Lo<.~~,~ 
CAMll.O L. SABIO "7 . EDGARDO E. TUMA,'IGAN 
&crelary (;meral V. &crelary (}f Ih. &nate 

H<JUu (}f Representatives 

Approo,'ed: 

ADEL~V~.~~~------
President of tire Philippines 
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~SEC. 185. Official Sample BaJfDu. - The 
Commissionsballprovidctheboardolelcctioninsp:ctoJ5with 
official sample ballots at the mle of thiIty (30) ballots per 
polling place. The official sample ballots shall be printed on 
coloR:d paper, in all lespects like the offic:ial ballOIS but 
bearing instead the words 'Official Sample Ballot' to be shown 
to the public and used in demoDSUaLing how to fill oot and fold 
the official ballots properly. Na name of any actual candidate 
shall be wrinen on the spaces for voting on the official sample 
ballots prmided by the Commission. Dor shall they be used for 
,..,ling. 

"At least thi!1y (30) days before an elec:tion. il shall be 
the dul> of the COllunission on Electious to furnish every 
registered yoler through registered mail "ith return carei, 
personal service with corresponding receipt to be signed by the 
,,'orer or any person who knows the voter. or any other 
practicable means "ith an unfi lied official sample ballot, ,'oter 
information sheet, and • list of all regiSlcrednational, provincial 
and citv candidates to be "OIed in the said election. The 
infonmilion sheet shall include the voter's name, address. the 
precinct and the place where he is registered. and simplified 
instructions as to the casting of \..,105. The names of the 
candidates sh,1I be listed in alphabetical order under their 
respective party affi] ialion and a one-li ne statement not to 
exceed thtee (3) words of their occupation or profession: 
Provided. ho .... v.r. ThaI in the printing of the names of the 
candidates for national offices. the alphabetical order shall be 
democratized so that the listed names shall be made in three(J} 
oolumns: the first column shall co= wilh the lc:m:r A 
and end with the lcner Z:, the second column shall oommence 
with the letters 'I - Z' and th~r - 'A-H' and the third 
column shall commence with the leners 'Q - Z' and tbercafu:r 
'A - P'. These information mav be contained in a single sheet 
or booklet form, and the number and location of the \"01=' 
polling plaCe shall be prominently indicated therein. Petsons 
nominated under the party-list S)'SItm !ikC\,~se be included in 
the ab<n-emenlioned list." 
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