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'SALIENT FEATURES OF THE
PROPOSED 1993 ELECTION CODE
OF THE PHILIPPINES

part fiom the Omnibus Llection Cocle, olherwise known as Batas Panbans

Bty 881, the law on Philippine clections Is contained in moic than 0 sepa-
" rale election laws and related legistation, Including the Local Government

Code of 1991 (Republic Act No. 7160). This proposed election code, lo be
imown as the "1993 Election Code of the Philippines,” consolidates all electlon taws cur-
_tently in force into one code, incorporales, where applicable, jurisprudence on election
cases and several pending blILs in Congress, and impiements constitutional prowsions
" applicable to elections. :

The proposed code provides for political siluations and realities not forescen by
the framers of our old election laws, and climinalcs so—callcd “dead-tetter” provisions of
the present election code, aspecially on clectlon offenses, which have proved unrealistic
or difficult to enforce. On the other hand, it glves more teeth o the prosecutory powess
of the Commission on Liections. These changes have resulicd in a tighter but moie com-
prehensive, realistic and less punitive election code.

t :

. The bitl would empower the Commission on Elections to modernize the elecloral
pracess, specifically, existing procedures for registration, voting, counting and canvassing,
which rely heavily on manual systems and human discretion that ofien lend tl_\cmseivcs {o
delay, error, or fraud and aggravale post-election tension.

Assistance from the members of the respective Committecs on Sulfrage and Clec-
toral Reforms of the Senate and House of Representatives, as well as from execulive de-
partments such as the Departments of Justice, Forcign.Alfalrs, and Labor and Employment,
In particular ihe Overseas Workers' Welfare Administration, was instrumental in the draft-
ing of this Code by the Commission on Elections. The Commission also conducted con-
sultations with ils field officers and with the Congress [or Electoral Reforms (CER), a body
composed of the five main citizens’ arms of the Commission In the May, 1992 elections..

A number of the major reforms in the proposed code and the rationale for the
introduction of new provisions or amendment of existing ones are Indicated hereln.

)]
\ ON MODERNIZATION OFf THE ELECTORAL MROCESS

. uthorizatlon for ithe Commission on Electlon adont tems, [coms,
) technolfogical deyices and saleguards for votlng, counting and can-
vasslag (Sec. 15, par. 10). This Is a new provision addressing the
X problems of fraud, human error and delays in voting, counting and can-
vassing.

o Computorization of the list of voters (Sec. Il84) provides

instant Information on registered voters per precinct, which cwn L2
updated from time to time. This Is a new provision which seeks to eliminate paddex
andd falsified lists of voters, ' -




——

“X-/ ON CANDIDACIES

» Disqualification from _cunning for public office of:

{. The Chairman, Members, officials and employees
of the Commission on Elections, _in _the clections immegcli-
ately following their relirement, jesignation, or cessation -
from_office (Scc. 14). This is a new provision almed at -
avolding the use of one’s office to enhance one’s futuic
candidacy, especially considering that the Commission on Eleclions s e “refcied™ or -
"umpire” of the clection process.

Z. Any candidate who withdraws his_candidacy, in the samc cledjon duiing
which he withdraws his candidagy (Sec. 110, par. 3). This Is a new provisian designed
to reduce political horsetrading and the last-minute titing of certificates of cindklacy.

3. Any person whe fails 1o pay the administrative tine for alluie 1o e a swoin

statement of elecloral contributions and expenditres (Sec. 107). A new povision in- |

tended to secure compliance with election laws.

s Prohibltion agalnst tumcoa(lsm {Sec. 101). Disqualifies from runping fgr, or assum- '
. ing, public office any elective public officer or candldate who changes his political |
party affiliation within six (6) months immediately preceding an election, after due no-
tice and hearing. ' ’

» [rohibitlon on candldacy ol public official In a special electign caljed to flIE the

vacancy caused by hls resignation, retlirement, oc removal from_offlce (Sec. 107, _
‘par. 3). This is a new provision which responds o a situation wheie an ciective public

official runs for the same office from which he retired, resigned, or was removed for
any cause.

o Requirement on submisston by candlidate, together with his cedtificate of candl-
dacy, of certifled true coples of his Income tax_retums {Sec. 111). This is a new
provision: Lo respornid {o the need for transparency in public service and compilance
with legal obligations to government. {ts inclusion was likewise recommended by the
Burcau of Internat Revenue (BIR).

« Non-cxemptlon of any clective officlal running for the office of the President or
Vice-Presldent from_these deemed automatically resigned from office upon the
filag_of thelr certificates of candldacy (Sec. 115). Under Sec. 67 of lhe present
clection code, such officials werenof so considered resigned. from office. The ratlonale
for this change in the prdposcd code is that the reason behind the presah; law 'fur '
considen’né such officials jpso facto resigned from office (.¢c., that he may usc the ie- '
sources of his present office for his candidacy) likewise applics to those running for the
top posts in gevernment.,

/
-« Prohlbition on political dypasty (Sec. 11G). This section. prohibils political dynasties
or the simultancous or successive candldacies of persons related within the third civit -
degree of consanguinily or aifinity. This is a new provision aimed at eliminating the -
concentration of political pawer In one famlly or .cla.n.

¢ Substitution of candldates In case of death, disqualification, or withdrawal (Sec.

i21). The provision on substitution of candidates includes:




)

1. In case of withdrawal - not allowed.

2. In case of death - allowed with respect to independent candidates or ofidal
candidates of political parties, provided there is only one candidate remaining.
) 3. In case of disgualification - allowed only with respect to officlal candidates of
political parties, provided there is only one candidate remalning. :
This is a modification of Section 77 of BP 881, almed at climinating political horse:
trading and last-minute [lling of certificates of candidacy. v i

« Proclamation of lone candidate In non-adversaral clections (Sec. 123). When
there [s only onc candidate, the Commission, without holding an election for the af-
fected position, shaoll certlly that he is the only candidaie for thc office Involved and Is
thereby deemed elected. This is a new provision deslgned 1:> avold unnecessary. ex-
penses and cfforts, as exemplified in the recent spzcial clectlons In Agusan del Sur
and Cxplz where the respective candids ates ran unopposed. i

+ Expansion of the scope of the defini’lon of a "candldate” (Sec. 124), As defined in
the proposed code, a candkiate includes not only one who has filed his certificate of
candidacy (the definition cf candidate In the present electlon cede), but Hkewise those
who aspire for or scek an alective public oifice who have publicdy announced the
same, or whe have, through analogous acts, openly mantfested thelr deslre to seck an
elective bubik‘. office, whether or nat they have filed a certificate of candidacy.” The In-
tention herz is to prevent the circumvention of the prohibition oa premature cam-
paigning aidi the delaying of the filing ot certlilcates of candidacy untit the last hour In
order to take advantage of the opportunity lor advance campalgning,.

‘ .
“ﬁ ON IMPIOVEMINT OF LLECTION PROCESS

o fCall for ontinuatlon of suspended clectlon (Sec. 5). Gves the Commisaion the
fiexibility to cali for a continuation of an clection suspended under
certain conditions, where sugh suspension would afect the results
thereof.

e Zontinulng efeciton education, Including prevision in school
currkplum of a sublect on clections (Sec. 15, par. 13}, Tals Is a new provision ad-

" dresing the lack of awarciness on the part of the dtlm.my, especlally the vouth, on
thet polit!c&l Hghts and obligations. '

s Seqprai representatlyes (Sec 39). The election of sectoral representatives shall be
' comucted simultaneously with the regutar elections for rnemters of the sanggunians,
ThiIs a relteration of Sec, 41(c) of RA 7160 addressing the problem on-the uncer-
taity In the holding of elections for sectoral representatives. '

o Pyy-list system of representation (Secs. 49 to 50). The party-list system Is a
mychanism of proportional represzntation In the House of Représentatlvgs of political
mrties, organlzation, or coalltlons with national, reglonal or sactoral constituency.
s Is a new provision aAimed at ¢llminating inequitable representation of marginalized
p;irties and sectoral groups in the House of Representativas.
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. 2L 01 £eLAal] 1I€CS, VI 10 /3. 1S Provision 1s rcttcralwu or Hepublic Act No.
7160 which aims to weed out from public eleclive office undesirable officiala through
(he direct act of the cleclorate.

System of Injdatlve or referendum (Secs. 74 1o B8). This provision is a relteration of
Republic Act No. 6735 providing for darcct participation by the people in the lawmak-
ing process.

System of absentec yvoting (Secs. 89 o 95). This system provides a mechanism .
through which a registercd voter who is outside of his placg of registration on cicction :
day, elther because of clection duty or by reason of residence’ er employment abroad,
may vote in national clections. This is a new provislon that likewis¢ implements the -
constitulional mandate under Sec. 2, Art. V of the Constltutlon, to address the prob-

lem of lack of access (o the right to vote by qualified overseas Fitipinos. - ,

[

atlekers allowed In places other than candklates’ resldence agel gartx headqguar-

- le (Sec. 127<1>). Following the Supreme Court dedision in the 1992 case -of -
Adiong vs, COMLLLC, this provision would allow posting of stickers and decais in a -
cstablishiment, or vehicle, but only wilh the cxpress conseait of i_tsf

house, Duildiny

!

OWnNgr,

Contlnulng system of reglstratlon of voters {S'cc. 154). Unlike in {he current proce-
durc where registration is conducted on spedific dates, reglstration under the continu-
ing system shail be conducled daily. The list of applicants for registration shall be
posted, and hearings with notice to paries conducted before the applications are .
acled upen Ly the clection registration voard. This proceduie Is an amendment of BI .
881, taken from Sec. 79 of the 1978 Llection Code, aimed at eliminating Lhe existence -
of padded or faisified lists of voters which result in voting by "fake” or itlegal volers,

Reduction ln number of ballots for distribution to preclncts (Sec, 211). This pm-'l
vision reduces irom 120 per cent o 100 per cent of the {otal number of registered

voters in the precinct the number of ballals to be distributed to predncts. R is 'de-

signed to reduce the cost of printing ballols as well as.lo minimize irrcguladties result-

ing from the existence of an unneecessary number of printed ballots,

Reductlon In number of times A voter }5 ajlowed to change spolled ballot {Sec.
ZA1). Under the present law, a voter who spoils his batiot during voting may <hange
his baltot twlcc The number of replacement ballots that may be issued to him would

how becen limited to oniy one.

Transfer of venue for counting (Sec. 246). The Commission 1s given the {lexibllity to +

order the transier of the venue of counting and preparation of election returns in the -
interest of free, orderly, honest, peaceful and credible elecilons ¢ a public building In
any other place it deems fit. Under the existing cpde. transfer of venue is llr_nned loa __
public building within the same city or municipalizy.

Copy of the election retums and ccrtlﬂcatc of canvass fo b be.ﬂm_{g__g_mgﬂg_
based unoHiciy count deslgnated by the Commlssjon (Secs. 254 and 274). Thisls
. a reiteration of Sec, 29(b) of RA 7 {66, with the addilion of the election retums to give :

the publac advance. although unofﬁoal results of the elections.

Llimlnatlou of aone step In the provinclal canvass!ng process (Sec. 273). This pro-
vision does away with munizipal canvassing for the positions of President and Vice-
President down to all provincial offiicials whete the eleciion returns are {wst canvassed .
at the municipal level. As proposed, canvassing of tue clection retumns for these posi-
tions will now be done directly by the provincial boaids of canvassers. This substan- !
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'H&Iyspeodsup-{hccmvasﬂngpmumwmﬂdm - reduce post-elaction ten- .

(Sec.278) lnmlscne.meCommlsslon\ mayo:duﬂnboudofdﬂonuupw
tors to recount the votes of candidates affected and prepare the election retums
therefor. This is a pew provision to cover such & contingency. ' '

{Sec. 280Q). Thepropoudwdespedhuﬂn

goundsforconmofmm!festm By limiting the grounds to those enumer-
ated, and authorizing the board. of canvassers {0 Moty praprio carrect such -errors,
this provision would expedite the canvassing process. *

lrxgpmmlonmerdytasksﬁmboudddewmmmtosealmebmwm
sa!dwgplng. This provision goes a step further by authorzing the Commission ‘to
call a spedal election If the number of ballots in question will affect the results of the
electign. ' '

* TY Ao . P 1 D4 BRI SONIYY (Soc&.m‘ltolm
-Amongme lmprovements of the pmcedumare the reduc:uon ofthe patiod within
which to rule on objections, and that for disposal of appeals, [This asticle Is a modlifica-

. tion of the present procadure, aimed atspeedlngupmedlspaluonofpnm

* f ATRRTA Y ety Mm)
A new prwb!on dwgned to expadlte pre-prodamaum pmcpedm and m
parties substantive justice. :

s (Sec. 30#) ‘[Mpmthwdommt

» . fix a period within wh!ch courts of,generai or limited junsd!don are required to de-
dde election contests, thus resulting in protracted litigation and denial of substentive
Justice to the duly-etected leader, and the mﬂmw conczmed of thair ltghtful
leeder,

' mum_mmz&ec. 307) At pment melawmsumbnm“m '
Local Govemment Code applies In such cases. The rationale for the proposed
chenge is that unltke tha candidate obtaining the second highest numbar of votes,
the successor deslgnated s candidate-elect does not have tha mandate to szive as
such. o

_ d tion cases (Sec, 309). mumam en
e.mepuon of the 3enem! rule allovdng exemﬂon of ]udgnent pendlng oppeel In rec-
ognltﬂon of the need for stabluty In public admimstraﬂm

) undus jastical Influence (Sec. . 126). This is & new provisien
that r*ltemt&s the constitutional prndple of church-state
separation by pmhlbltln,g the heads of any church hierarchy or.
 religlous sect, denomination, or grouping from lnﬁmﬂn&
_directly, or Indlrectly, the members of thelr flock, parish, or
congregation to vote for or agalnst any candidate or pollticsy pmy .
by any form of election propaganda.

L3
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Ban on political advertisements in medla {Sec. 131). The propesed code adopts
the existing law on poiltical advertisements in the mass medla as contalned in Sec.
11{b) of Republic Act No. 6646 (otherwise known as the Electoral Reforms Law of
1987), while at the same time preserving the right of media to print or broadcast
newsworthy views and cvents. RA 6646 dadlares it unlawful for any newspaper,

- radlo broadcasting or televislon station or other mass media, or any person rmaking

use of the mass medla, to sell or give free of charge print space or ir time for cam-
paign or other political purpases except to the Commisston for “Comnelec Time” and
"Comelec Space” purposes, The Commission, however, Is disposed to consider a
liking of the ban, but-oniy for candidates for national office (4e., for President, Vice
President and Senators), and sublect to the regulatory powers of the Commission.
The Commission appl:edam the Rmitations of campaigning for natlonal office with-
out reasonable use of media. In comparson, local candldates have a fimited cop-
stituency anc personal campaigning for them is not only pssible but desirable.
Moreover, monltoring political ads at the local jevel would be difficult, if not Impos-
sible. and does not lend itself to a falr and effective enforcement of the rules on
equal time and access. While regulation of the use of alr time and print space by na-
tional candlidates as well as the setting of advestising rates tharefor may be workable,
then, the same is not true for Jocal candidates; hence, the Commisslon’s opposition’

‘to any lifting of the political ads ban with respect to local candidates.

Limitation on media persopallties (Sec. 131). Adds to the existing enumeration of
medlamien required to take a lrave of absence during the campalgn period, report-
ers, correspondents, campaign volunteers and those empicyed or retained by any
candidate, and extends the period of requtred leave beyond the campalgn period up
to election day.

Stricter_ yules or. the use of public transportation duying elections ( Sec. 137).
Measures introduced designed to minimize employment of the "hakot” system.

‘EHimination o;f‘ use of egagwg ballats. Lnder Sec. 182 of the. present cxde, In

case of the absence, shortage, or destructicn of ballots for use: on election day. the
municipal treasurer Is authorized to provide for so-called "emergency pallots” for use
by voters. This Is a patentla source of abuse efiminated under the propased code.

Change in procednr: In application of indellble Infx (Sec. 236). As proposed, the
Indelible Ink shall b= applied not after but before the ballot 15 Issued to the voter to
enable the ink to dry completely and render dificult its remowvat after voling. -

Disposition of unrecd baljots (Sec. 242). The existing procedure is proposed to be
changred: such that the unused ballots, as tom, are reqquired to be submitted to the
electton officer Insicde sealed en\éeiop_es. There is no simtar safeguard In the present

<ode,

fenalizes as election fenga:

. Cozidlon of elechon officlals and employecs (Sec. 314, par. 5). This was not
Prevlous!y punishabie by law. This is a new provision designed fo deter harassment

"of election officlals In e perfonmance of thelr poll cluttes.

. 2 Cc'xmguter fraud (Sac. 314, par. 23). This provision was Introduced In anticpa-
tion of the modemization of the electoral process, making computer fraud punish-
able whether or not it chai‘;ge:s the resylts of the election or Impairs the electoral
processes. .
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BILL KO.

IS
H

AR ACT ENACTING THE ELECTION CODE OF THE PHILIPPINES

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatiﬁes'of
the Philippines in Congress assembled:.. ... -

3

ARTICLE I. GENERAL PROVISIONS .

. ot -
‘. : I VO

SECTIGH 1. z;;;; - Thls Act shall be known and cited as the

“1993 Election Code of the Philippines .

SEC. 2. a;pl;gghiligz. - This Code shall govern the election
of puglic dfficers;_as well as plebiscites, initiatives,
refereeda and recalls. . (Sec.. 2, a, BP 881) |

Iﬁe terms "electiop"_and_ﬁeleetions,"ewhen used in this
Code, shall refer to regular or special ORARBCALL elections or to’
plebiscites, [initiatives!Areferehda, or recalls]. . (New).

SEC. 3‘ Elgg;ign and campaign periods. - Unless othervise.
flxed in special cases‘by the Commission on Elections,

here1nafter referred to as the COmmission, the election period

‘shell conmence ninety (90) days. hefore the day of:the election

and end thirty (30) days thereafter. (See, 9, Art. IX(C),
Constitution) ,
The campaign period shall be as follows:
_ [((1)] (a) PFor President,uvice—President and Senators -
ninety (90) days;  (Sec. 5(a), Republic Aci No. 7166) u
[(2)] (B) Eor.uembers of;the‘House of Representatives and

elecrive local officials - fortyffive;(45)-days; (Sec. 5(b), RA

7166) _ .
[(3)] (C) For barangay officials - [fifteen (15)] TEN (10)"
days (RA 6679); . |




10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

;P

Page 2

[{(4)]1 (D) Plebiscites[, initiatives and reférenda‘- as'
provided for by law or by the Commission] oﬁ INITIATIVES AND
REFERENDA — AS MAY BE PROVIDED HEREIN' ” |

:1(5)1 . (E) . OTHER. PLEBISCITES - AS' MAY BE PROVIDED BY THE
COMMISSION. (New) - e s T
The campaign period shall not include the day befbfe and the

day of the election, as well aé Maundy Thursday and Good Friday..

(Sec. 5, RA 7166P)

_SEC. 4. Pogtponement of glgg;;ga ~ When for any . serious.

cause such as violence, terrorism, loss, or destruction of

election paraphernalia: or records, force majéure and other

| analogous causes of such a nature that the holding of free,

orderly and honest elections should become‘imﬁossible'in any

political subdivision, the Commission shall, motu proprio or upon

la verified petition by any interested partf; and'éftér"notice and:

hearing whereby all intérested-parties are afforded equal

opportunity to be heard; postpone the election therein to a date
reasonably close to the date of the election not ﬁeld, but not

later than;thirty (30} days aftef'the cessation of the cause as

determined by the Commission.” Should there be no sufficient time
to notify all parties and to conduct a hearing‘befdre the
welecfion sought to be postponed, the Commission may hear the case
summarily and deny or grant such postponément. (Sec. 5, BP 881)1
' SEC. 5. Suspengion of election. - If on account of force
ﬁajeure, violence,'terroriém, fraud, or other analogous causes,
the election in.any political subdivision has been suspendeG at
Any time before'fherresults5of the election could be announced
and the suspension of election would affect the result thereof,

the COEmissioh shall, on the basis of a verified petition by any

interested party and in every case after due notice and hearing,

call for the continuation of the election suspended within thirty
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_(30) days after the cessation of the cause of suspension. (New)
SEC. 6. Failnre of election. - If, on account of force

majeure, violence, terrorism, fraud, or other analogous causes,

the election in any political subdivision has not been held on

the date fixed, or has been suspended before the close of‘thé

Jlvoting or after the voting but not before or during the counting

e 0 9 o,

of votes or preparation or transmission of the election returné
or while in the custody thereof, such election resulted in .a
failure to elect, and in any of such cases the failure of
election Bbul& affect the result thereof, the Commission, shall,
on thé basis ;% a v;rified petition by any interested party and
in every case after due notice and hearing, call for the holding
of the election which resulted in a failure to elect within

thirty (30) days after the cessation of the cause of such failure

to elect. (Sec. 6, BP 881)

SEC. 7. Call for special elections dua to postponement,
An », or failure of elections. - The postponement,

suspension or declaration of failure of @lection and the calling
of special elections shall be decided by a majority vote of the
pembers of the Commission sitting en banc. (Seﬁ. 7, BP 881) _

SEC. 8. Eloction code to be available in polling places. - A
cppy.of this Code Shall be provided and be nade available by the
Commission in every polling place during elections. (Sec. 8, BP
881). . |

RC. 9. Qfficial mail and telegram zelative to electiom. -
Al},documents; telegrans and correspondence related to an
election and sent by public officers in the berformance of their
election cduties through the postal and telecommunication service
.shall be given priority and transmitted expeditiously and free of
charge. (séc. 9, BP 831)

Telegrams, telex and facs;mile (fax) transmiséion of the
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same nature shall likewise be given priority and transmitted
expeditiously by private FRANCHISED telecommunications and simi-
lar facilities. (New)

It shall be the duty of the Heads of the Telecommunications

‘|office and of private telecommunication ‘companies to transmit or

cause the transmittal immeédiately, accurately and in preference

to ail other communications or telegrams, meeseges reporting
election results and sueh other communications which the
Commission may require to ensure free, honest, and orderly elec-
tions. (Sec. 9, BP 881) _ - .

' BEC. 10. Shipment and transport of official cargoes. -

During the election period, all official cargoes such as ballot

boxes, official ballots, election forms, records, supplies and

llparaphernalia related to elections shall be given the highest

priority in the shipment, distribution and delivery by air, land

and sea transportation companies, whether private, public or

government—owned or —controlled.

‘It shall be the duty of the Secretary of ihe-Department of
Tranepoftation and Communications, the Heads of the Civil
Aeronautics Board, Land Transportation Franchise and.Regulatory
Board, Armed Forces of the Philippines, Philippineinafional
Police and Philippine-COest Guard to implement and monitor such
preferential status of official election cargoes. (New) : .

SEC. 11. ¥xansportation and mobilization of officials,
employces and deputien of the Coomission. - Officials, employees
and deputies of the Commission shall, during the election period
or pursuant to an order or directive of the Commission, or while
in the performance of election duties, be given a "must;ride“
status whether by -‘air, land, or sea upon presentation 'of a
resolution, travel order, mission order or subpoena, duly issued

by the Commission, its Chairman, any Commissioner, or any of its
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lofficials of Director rank. (New)

SEC. 12. Rlection expenses. — [Unless 6therwise pro#ided by
law, the Commission shall bear such expenses as may be necessary
and reasonable in connéction with elections. The Commission may

direct that in the provinces, cities or municipalities, the

' lelection expenses chargeable to the Commission be advanced by the

province, city, or municipality concerned subject to reimburse-

[|ment -by the Commission upon presentation of the proper bill

Jﬁithih ninety (90)° days from the political exercise and its

_approval 'by the Commission.] ALL EXPENSES FOR THE COHDUCT OF

ELECTIONS ‘SHALL BE SHARED BY THE NATIONAL, PROVINCIAL, CITY, OR<

: HI}R_ICIPAL GOVERNMENTS FOR WHICH THE ELECTION AS HELD IN SUCH

MANNER AS THE COMMISSION SHALL PRESCRIBE. FOR THIS PURPOSE, THE

|| SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN, SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD AND SANGGUNIANG

BAYAH CONCBRNED SHALL APPROPRIATE ANNUALLY AN AMOUNT-EQUIvALEuT
70 OHE-THIRD (1/3) OF THE AMOUNT spgnr BY THEIR RESPECTIVB
PROVINCES, CITIES, OR HUNICIPALITIES IN THE LAST ELECTION AS A

CORTINUIHG'APPROPRIATIOH TO COVER THEIR RESPECTIVE SHARES OF THE

| EXPRNSES IN THE NEXT REGULAR ELECTIONS. (Sec. 20(a), RA 6388,

Amended) ] ' .

FOR BARAHGAY ELECTIONS, local governments shall appropriate
such funds to Aefray such necessary ahd reasonéble expenses of
the membérs of the board of.eiection'fellers, board of canvassers
and the printing of election forms and prodhrement of other
election paraphérnalia, and {the installation of'polling] VOTING
booths. (Sec. 50, BP 881, Amended) |

‘Funds needed by the Commission to défray the gkpenses:for
the holdin§ of elections shall be.provided in its'fegularz
app;opriations which, upon éertifica;ion, éhall_immediately be
:eieasgd to the Commission. In case of.deficiency, the awrount so

provided shall ?e augmented from the special activities fund in
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the general appropriations act. and from‘those-specificallx 

- |appropriated for the purpose in special laws. (Sec. 10, BP 881)

ARTICLE II. THE COMMISSIORN ON ELECTIONS
A. COMPOSITION

SEC. 13. The ggggiggigg - [The cOmm1351on shall be composed

of a Chairman and six (6) Comm1331oners_, who' shall be app01nted_
by the President with the consent of the commission on

Appointments] THERE SHALL BE A COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS COMPOSED |

CITIZENRS OF THE PHILIPPINES AND, AT THE TIME OF THEIR |

APPOIRTMENT, AT LEAST THIRTY-FIVE YEARS OF AGE, HOLDER§ OFfA:

QQLLBGE DEGREE, AND' MUST NOT HAVE BEEN CANDiDA?ES FOR ANY

ELECTIVE POSITION IN THE IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING ELECTIONS.

HOWEVER, A HAJORITY THEREOF INCLUDING THE'CHAIRHAK SHALL BE

MEMBERS OF THE PHILIPPINE BAR WHO HAVE BBBN EHGAGED IN THE

PRACTICE OF LaW FOR AT LEAST TEN YEARS.

[

PRESIDERT WITH THE CONSENT OF THE COHHISSION ON APPOIHTHEN?S FOR

A TERM OF SEVEN YEARS WITHOUT REAPPOINTHEHT OF THOSE FIRST

APPOIRTED, THREE MEMBERS SHALL HOLD OFFICE FOR SEVEN YEARS,'

FOR THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF THE PREDECESSOR. IN NO CASE SHALL ANY |.

MEMBER BE APPOINTED OR DESIGNATED IN A TEMPORARY OR ACTING
CAPACITY. (Secs. 1 and 2, Art IX (c), Const.)

It shall act as a policy-making body and exercise

admlnlstratlve, quasi-judicial and Jud1c1a1 functxons relative to B

all laws and regulatlons w1th respect to the conduct of

elections. (Nev)

OF A CHAIRMAN AND SIX COMMISSIONERS WHO SHALL BE NATURAL BORN:|:

THE CHAIRMAN AND THE COMMISSIONERS . SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE

'WITHOUT REAPPOINTNENT APPOINTMENT TO ANY VACANCY SHALL BE ONLY . :
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SEC. 14. Disqualification of Members of the Commission. -
The,cﬁAIRHAR,AND members of the Commission 'shall be subject to
the canons of judicial ethics in the discharge of their
functions.. .. 'f.'.. R

‘. Ho-ﬁember.of;the-CQmmission“shall sit iﬁ‘anY”case in which
he has.manifested bias for or againét any party' thereto ‘and in

cqpnection;therewith, or injanhy case in which he would be

jjdisqualified under ‘the Rules of Court. 'If it be claimed that a

member is.disqualified-as*abovefproviaéd; the pafty‘objecting to
his competency may filé his objections in writing with the
‘COmmiséion,-stating the grounds therefor. The Member concerned
shall decide whether to continue:to p&rticip#te in the hearing or
qi;hdraw therefrom. . His decision shall forthwith be made in
writing and filed.with'the records of the cﬁasg.I If a
diéqualification should result in a lack of quorum ‘in the
Commission-siiting‘en banc, the Ptésidfn§ Justice of theicéurt
of Appeals shall, upon .formal request of the Cémmission,
dgsignate a jﬁstice of said- court to sit in gaid case for the
purpose of heafing and reaching a decision thereon. (Sec. 58, BP
|881) . | | |

The Chairman and Members of the Commission, including its
officials and.employees; shall not be ‘qualified to run for any
office .in-the election immediately succeeding their retirement,
rresignation, or: cessation from office.

_B.-iPOWEESAID:mm“HTORS?

-SEC. 15. Powers and functions. - In addition to the powers
and functions conferred upon it by the Constitution, the

Commission shall enforce andiddminister all laws and ‘regulations

relative to the conduct of an eleciion and shall:
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[(1)] (a) ({(a)] .(1) Exercise direct and immediate
control and supervisioo‘over national and 1ooa1 6ffioials or'
employees, including members of any national or loéel‘iaw.
enforcement agency and instrumentality of the government required
by law or deputized by the COmmission'to'perform eledtion duties,
including officere andeemployees.of;government-oﬁned or
-controlled oorporations,‘reiative to the conduct of‘eleCtione;
in additioh, it may-aurhorize CAT cadets eighteen (18) years of
age and. above to act as 1ts deputles for the purpose of enforclng_
its’ orders, R | | ' '

[(b)} (2)“hRelieve and substitute any- officer or employee
referred to in the precedlng sub—paragraph who v101ates OR FAILS
TO COHPLY WITH the election law AND ‘THE COMMISSION' s . [or fails
to comply w1th its] 1nstruct10ns, orders, resolutlons, dec1sions'
or rulings; - . TR !

’ [(e)] (3) Recommend to the proper authority the suspension
or removal from office.or imposition of dlsclpllnary action on
any of such officers or employees,. who may, after due process, be
found gquilty of such violation or failure; (Sec. 52(a), BP 881)

[(Z)j"(B) [(a)] (1) Promulgate rules and regu}ations.;
implementing all 1aws which the Commissioﬁ is required to enforce
and admihister, 1nc1ud1ng those concerning the expeditious -
dlsposit1on of elect1on cases and pre-proclamation controver31es.
Prov1ded, ?hat, such rules_shal; not dimlnlsh, increase, or
nodify substantive rights; | |

[(b)] {(2) Requireﬂlegal.fees and collectlthe same in
paymeht of any official transaction‘done in the Commission at
rates which it may determihe; (Sec. 52(c), BP 881);

[(3)]1 () ﬁear cases and by a majority.vote of all its
members sitting en banc or in division decide the same; (New);

[(4)] (p) [(a)] (1) Summon the parties to a controversy

1
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'pending before it, issue subpoena and subpoena duces tecqmt_take

testimony and receive evidence in any investigation before it,

and delegate;qet.its discretion, such powers to any of its duly-
authorized legal officers; (Sec. 52(d), BP 881) |

. [(b)] (2) In case of fallure of a w1tness to attend any
hearlng, and . upon proof of serv1ce of suhpoena, 1ssue a warrant
of arrest to ensure hls presence before the cOmm1331on or its
duly-authorlzed legal cfflcer; (Sec. 52(d), BP 881)

[(5)] .(E) Superv1se or regulate dur1ng the electlon
perlod the enJoyment or utlllzation of all franchlses or permlts
for the operatlon of transportation and other public utilities,
ned1a of communzcat1on or 1nformat10n, all grants, spec1a1
pr1v11eges or concess1ons granted by the Government or any
subdivision, agency or 1nstrumente11ty thereof,,;ncludlng any
goverhmeht-owned or —controlled corporation or itq]subsigiary.
soch supervisian or regulation shai} aio to ensure;equal
oppcrtunity,.time and epace.and‘the right to reply,‘including
reesonebie,‘equal retes‘therefor, forApuhlic information
campaigns and'forums amonghcandidates in connection with the
ohjective of holding free, orderly, honest, peaceful and credihle
electiohe; (Sec. 4, Art. IX(C), Conet.); '

[(6)] (f) Enjoy fiscal autonomy. Its approved annual
approprietiohs, as well as appropriations forhthe holding of
regular and epeciai elections and cther electoral exercises, .
shall be automaticaliy and regularly‘releesed, together with
their corresponding Cesh»outleys; (Sec. 5,.Art. IX{A), Const.);

[(7)] (G) when necessery, avail of the assistance of any
national or locai law enforcement agency or instrumentality of
the government in the execution, under its direct and immediate |
supervision, of its final decisions, orders,  instructions,

resolutions or rulings; (Sec. 52(4), BP 881)
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[(8)] (M) Punish contempt as provided for in its Rples of
Procedﬁre-and'in the Rules of Court. Violation of any final

executory decision, order or ruling of the Commission shall

constitute contempt there , (Sec. SZ(e),_BP 881) .

[(9)] (I) Enforce and execute its decisions, directives,

JYorders énd instructions, which shall have precedence over those

emanating from any other authority, except the Supreme Couft, and
those issued in habeas corpus proceedings;_ (Sec. 52(f), BP 881)
[(10)] (J) Prescribe forms éhd printing materials for
officialwballots, election returns and other election
paraphernalia to be used in elections, plebiscites, recalls,
initiatives, refergnda'and other eléctoral exercises; and adopt
new systems fbr registraﬁion, voting, counting and canvassing
proéesses;.including, but not limited to, the manner of #o;ing
and the steps and location for:coﬁnting and éanvgssing, the
resqlhtion'of pre+proc1amﬁtion cases and electoral contests; and
the use of the latest approp;iate'technologicai and/or’electronic
devices, either by pilotiné or installation by.stages, taking
into account the circumstanceslénd locatién of fhe afea of
piloting or installation, and the funds available fo:Afhe
phfposeg Provided, That;~adequate safegﬁards‘and security
markings are imbosed on the ﬁse of such new fbfmg, printing
m&terials; systems and devices: Provided; further, That, the
Commission shall ndiif; the authorized representatives of
accredited political parties and cauée the publication thereof in

at least two' (2) neﬁspaperé of general circulation in the areas

taffected by the use and adoption of new fornms, printing

materialé, systéms, devices and safegﬁards not latexr than the
start of thée election period; (New)
[(11)]  (X) Procure supplies, eéuipment, materials, or

services for the holding of an election strictly by puhlic_

PO
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Comﬁission on Audit. If it finds public bidding impractical ‘to

in at least two (2) newspapers of general circulation. Copies of
all awarded contracts shall be open for examination and
verification by Authorized repreoentatives of accredited ma jor

political part1es and of medla, (sec. 52(h), BP 881)

other medla forms, to educate the puh11c and 1nform the
electorate about election laws, procedures, decisions and other
matters relatlve to the work and dutles of the Commission and the
nece331ty of free, orderly, honest, peaceful end credible
elections; (Sec. 52(]), BP 881)

[(13)] (H) Cause the inc1u51on in the school currlculum

and relevance of elections;.ln coordlnatlon w1th the Department
of Education, Culture and'8ports, (New)
[(14)] (W) Enlist non;partisan groups or organizations of

1

citizens from the civic, youth, professional, educational,

coordinated operatlon and activity to assist in the

1mplementat10n of the prov1eions of this Code and the

purpose of free, honest, orderly, peaceful and c¢redible electlons

lthe direct and immediate control and supervision of the!

_COnmiesion and perform such functions and duties as may be’

prescribed by the Commission; (Sec. 52(k), BP 881)

bidding in accordance with the rules and regulations of the

in both cases, the list of awarded contracts shall be published |

[(12)] (L) carry out a contlnulng and systematic camPalgn,'

through newspapers of general c1rcu1at10n, radio, telev1sxon and

FOR SECONDARY AND TERRIARY LEVELS of a subject on the importance
business, or labor sectors known for their prohity, impartiality'
and 1ntegr1ty, with membership and capablllty to. undertake a’

resolutions, orders and: instructions of the Commission for the

1n the constltuency. Such groups or organizations shall be under-

observe, procurement may be by negotiations or sealed bqu, and [
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The d931gnat10n of any such group or organlzatlon may be
revoked by the cOmm1351on upon not1ce and hearlng whenever it has'

shown partlallty to any p011t1ca1 party or cand1date, or

3

performed acts 1n excess or in contravent1on of its functlons and

D

duties or commltted any act in v1olat10n of the prov151ons of

r ey

{lthis Code' (NEw)

[(15)] (0) ,conducthin the cities and provinces, upon
: i .. - P . ' " -

iy

oroper motlon of any party, hearings on controversies pending

before it, tak1ng into con51deratlon the materlality and number
of w1tnesses to be presented the situat1on prevalllng in the
area and the funds avallable for the purpose, (Sec. 52(1), BP
881) | . . ”
-[(16)] (?1. F1x reasonable perlods or dates for certaln

pre- electlon act1v1t1es in order that voters shall not be

deprived of their r1ght of suffrage, (Sec. 52(-), BP 881)

-

The cOmm1931on is hereby authorlzed to fix the appropriate
perlod for the varlous prohlbited acts enumerated herein
conslstent w1th the requlrements of free,forderly, honest,
peaceful and credlhle electlons, (Sec. 52, BP 881)

[(17)] (Q) Prov1de death benefits, hazard .pay when

=warranted grant 1ncent1ve and merit awards to -embers of the

-

|poards of electlon inspectors, board of canvassers, deputlzed-

agencles and personnel of the Comm1ssxon. Such amount as may be
necessary for this purpose shali be 1nc1uded in the
appropr1at1ons.of the Comm1381on, (Sec. 37, RA 7166, Amended)

. [(18)] ‘(R). Stop any illegal electlon actlvlty after due
notlce and hearing, and summarily. conflscate, tear down, or stop
any unlawful, llbelous, m1slead1ng, or_false election propaganda;
(Sec. 57(2), BP 881) | . :

(19)] (é) Examine the financial records of any candldate

political party, coalition, or organlzat1on motu proprio or upon.
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[the] written representatidn for probable cause by any person or
group of ' persons as to”electi?n overspending or illegal
expenditure; (Sec. 57(3),: BP 881) - e .- e
For purposes of the twb (2) immediately preéading
paragraphs, the Comnission may avail itself.of the: assistance or
servicés‘éf'the Armed ‘Forces of : the Philippines, Philippine

National Policé, National ‘Bureau of-Investigation, Commission on

fAaudit, [Central Monetary Authority,]: Bureau of ' Internal Revenue,

Seéurities and Exchange' Commission, 'Department of the Interior
and Local Government and other agencies of the government. (Sec.

57, BP 881) R - S e

SEC: 16. Special reliefs in ¢lection cases. - The -Commission

is hereby vested with exclusive authority to issue writs of:

certiorari, prohibition and mandamus in election cases. (Sec.

150, BP 697) ) CoL e ST o

_,';’E'._?T ) . ! HEN] LS

S ' "C. CENTRAL AND'FIELD OPFICES- /-

o RN

SEC. 17. Central ggﬁigg."é The central office shall be

| composed ‘'of the offices of the Chairman, Commissioners, Executive
Director, Department Directors, and such other offices as may be
| cteated by the Commission. - i *

‘“ The Exécutive Director shall take charge of the administra- |

tive-affairs of the Commission and implement its: policies and

[decisions] RESOLUTIONS IN APPROPRIATE .CASES under the’

supervision -of 'the Commission. - S

The Department Directors shall perform such powers and
diuties 'as may be assigned by the ‘Commission. (New) - | -

SEC. 18. giglg offices. - The Commission shall:‘have the
following field offices:

[(1)] (A) Office of the Regional Election Director, headed
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by a Director 1v;

[(2)) . (B) Office of the Proﬁincial Election Supervisor,
headed by a Provincial Election Supervisor; and

[(3)] (B) Offlce of the City or Hun1cipa1 Electlon
Officer, headed by a City or Hunlcipal Electlon Officer.

The field offices shall have such ogher officers and
employees as the Commission may designate.

The Commission may delegateAite powers and functions, or
order the implementation or enforcement of its resolutions,
orders, rulings, or dec1310ns through the Executive Director or
heads of its field offices. (Sec 53, BP 881) _

- SEC. 19. Qualifications of central office officials. - The

Commission shall provide -its own personnel policies on the

: qualifications of its central office officials and employees

{RBGULATIONS. THE COHHISSION SHALL BE AUTHORIZED TO PROCESS
APPOINTMENT PAPERS OF CASUAL, fEHPORARY;'COHTRACTUAL AND OTHﬁR
EMPLOYEES NOT INCLUDED IN THE REGULAR PLANTILLA WITHOUT THE NEED
FOR APPROVAL BY THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION. ' (NEW)

SEC. 20. Qualifications of £ield Qtiisials — Only members
of the Philippine Bar shall be eligible for appointment to the
positions of Director IV, Provincial Elect10n_Superv1sor and
Election Officer. If there ere no members of the Philippine
Bar available for appointment as election officers, college
graduetes with bachelors degree in law, public’' administration,

arts, education, or business administration, in the order named,-

|wvho possess the appropriate civil service eligibility, may be

appointed to said position: Provided, That, election officers of
cities and capital towne shall be holders of a degree in bachelor
of laws with appropriate civil service eligibility. (Sec. 54, BP
es1) ‘

(New) CONSISTENT WITH EXISTING LAWS AND CIVIL. SERVICE RULES ARD ‘|
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. SBEC. :21. Office and storage space. - The‘local'governmeqt.
concerned shall provide suitable office and storage space for the
provincial election supervisor, the e;ection officer énd fhe%r
respective staff.- In cése of failure of the local government
concerned to provide such space, the provincial election
supervisor or the election officer, as the case may be, upon
péior authority of the Commission and notice to the local
gévernment concerned, may lease another place for office and
cﬁarge the rentals thereof to the funds of the local government
céncernéd. (sec. 55, BP 881) |

' SEC. 22. Changes ipn the composition and assjgnment of
offices. - The Commission may make changes in the composition of
its offices and assignment of its personnel whené&ér the
exigencies of the service and the interest of free, orderly,’
hohest, peaceful and credible -election so require. Such chanébs
shall be effective and enforceable only for the duration of thé
election period concerned and shall not affect the tenure of
office of the incumbents, or constitute a demotion, either ih
rank of salary, or result in change of status. During the
eiegfion period, no REGIONAL ELECTION DIRECTOR OR ASSISTANT
Director [1IVv,] provincial election supervisor, or city or
municipal election officer shall be assigned to or_alldwed to
rémain in his area of responsibility where he and/or his spouse
i§ related to Aany candidate within tﬁe,fourth_civil degree of

SEC. 23. ng;gggi;g;igg. -~ The provisions of Section 22
notwithstanding, the Commission is hereby authorized to
reorganize, no more than once every five (5) years and in
accordance with civil service regulations, its central and field
offices, and adjust salaries and allodgncés of its officials and

employees, in order to promote maximum efficiency in carrying out
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its'constitutional objective to ensure free, honest, orderly,

peaceful and credible elections. (Sec. 280, BP 881, Amended)"!?:
ARTICLE ITI. ELECTION AND OTHER PROCESSES
A. ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDERT

. SEC. 24. Regular election fox Bxesident and Vice-President.
- [(1)] _(A) The President and vice—President'shall ﬁe elected
by direct voté of the people for a term of six (6) years which
shall-hegin,at noon on the thiftiefh day of June next following
fhe“déy of the election and end at noon of -the same date six (6)
years thereafter. The ?resident shall not be eligible for any
re—-election. No person who has succeeded as President and has .
gervgd as such for more thah four (4) yéars shall be qualifiedg
for'e}ection to the same office at any time; |

[(2)] '(B) PFo-Vice-President shall serve for more than two

(2) successive terms. Voluntary renunciation of the office for'

any length of. time shall not be considered aé:

interruption in the continuity of ,the service for the full term

for which he was elected;

[(3)] (C) Unless otherwise provided by law, the regular

flelection for President and Vice-President shall be held on the

second HMonday of May. (Sec. 4,.Art. VII, Conmst.)
SEC. 25. Special elections for President apd Vice-President. -

~ Special elections for the offices of President and Vice-

President shall be called in accordance with Sec. 10,  Art..VII,'

of the Consiitution. (New) ,

SEC. 26. Canvass of votes for President and Vice-President
by the provincial, city and district hoards of capvassers. -
[(1)] The provincial, city, or metropolitan Manila district board
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|lof canvassers,’ as the case may be, shall meet not later than six

o'clock in ‘thé ‘evening of ‘election day to canvass the election

returns it has already received. It shall meet continuously from

« lday to+day until the canvass is eompietedlbut ﬁayzadjourn only
for+ the purpose of awaiting ‘the other election returns. The
+ | board- shall each time it adjourns, make a total of all the votes

! jcast for each candidate for Pre31dent and V1ce—Pre31dent and for

other: positions included in the election, duly authentlcated by
the -signature and thumbmark of each mémber of the board; furnish

- lla copy thereof to the Commission in Manila by the fastest means

of communication; and make available the data contained therein
to mass media and’ other interested parties requésting the same..'
- ‘ o W

Upon the complétion of the canvass, the board shall prepare, a

certificate of canvass showing the votes recelved by each

wicandldate for Pre51dent and Vlce—Pre31dent duly authentlcated by
wrthe -signature and thumbmark of each member of the hoard. The

||pboard shall certify and transmit said certificate of canvass with

supporting statement of votes by precinct to the President of the
Senate. (Sec. 15, ‘BP 881) )

SEC. '27. wﬁm@smmm—m
by Congress. — [(1)] (A) The President of the Senate shall in
the presence of the Sepate and the House of Representatlves in
JOlnt public se531on, and not later than thirty (30) days after
the day of elect1on, open all the certificates of canvass
received and caunvass- the votes. | _

[(2)] (B):?The5{persoh] CANDIDATE 'havihg the highest
number of votes shall be proclaimed'elected. In case two (2) or
more shall . equally have the highest number of votes, one of them
shall forthw1th be chosen by majority vote of all the members of
both houses of Congress voting separately.

. [(3)1. (C) -"Congress shall promulgate its rules for the
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canvassing of the certificates[.] WHICH RULES SHALL BE PUBLISHED

lIn  Two (2) NEWSPAPERS OF GENERAL CIRCULATION NOT LATER THAN

THIRTY (30) DAYS BEFORE ELECTION DAY.

[(4)] (D) The Supreme Court, sitting en banc, shall be the
sole judge of a11 contests relatlng to the electlon, returns-and

quallflcatlons of the President and Vice-President, and

‘promulgate 1ts rules for the purpose. (Sec. 4, Art. VII, Const.)

, SEC. 28. Correction of exrora gi_g; transmission to Senate
Rzﬁﬂiﬂggt- - Ro correctlon of errors 1n the certificate of

canvass and supporting statement of votes by precinct already

tfansmitted to the President of the Senate shall be made or

allowed, except upon authority of Congress actlng as the Natlonal

Board of Canvassers for Pre51dent and V1ce Presldent. (Sec. 1?

BP 881)
sEC. 29. Dgsgzeigegage of a _gshegxagisz apd due execution of
cextificate of canvass. — Congress shall, in determining the

authenticity and due execution of the eertificate of canvass for
President and Vice-President as accomplished and transmitted to
it by the local boards of canvassers, satisfy itself that:

[(1)] (A) Each certificate of canvass was executed, signed

and thumbmarked by the chairman and members of.the hoardsef

canvassers, and transmitted by the board to Congress;
‘[(2)] (B) Each certificate of canvass contains the names of
all the candidates for President and Vice-President and their
[(3)] (C) There exists no discrepancy in the votes of any
candidate in words and figures in the same certificate. (New)

SEC. 30. Incomplete or alterxed certificate of canvags. .

When any certificate of canvass or statement of votes by precinct.

appears to be incomplete or bears erasures or alterations which

may cast doubt as to the veracity of the number of votes stated
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thepein:and may affect.the result of the election, Congress
shall for the sole purpose of verifying the acthar“number of
votes cast for Pre31dent and V1ce—Pre51dent count the’votes as
they appear in the copies of the . election returns submitted to

- in the absence thereof, the President of the Senate shall
requ1re the Comm1351on to de11ver its copy immediately to his
office. If the copy of the Commlsslon is not available, the
hcard qf‘can!assers”concerned shall be required to transmit by
personal delivery within three (3) days from receipt of notice

the election returns of the precincts affected. (Sec. 19, BP

1831)

. | B. ELECTICN OF MIMBEMS OF CONGREES '~ - . 1.

el L M i

vy . SEC. 31, BQSELQE _lﬁstinn fox Hembexs of Congress. — The
regular electlon for Senators and .for Members of the House of
Representatives shall he held on the second Monday of May and
every three (3) years thereafter. (Sec. 8, Art."vI, Const.)
~=No_$enatcylsha;i;serve fpr’nore than two (2) ccnsecutiie
terms, nor shall anf member of the House of Representativee serve
for more than three (3) consecutine terms. Voluntary
renunciation of the office for any_;ength of time shall not be

considered as an interruption in the continuity of service for

| the full term for witich he was elected. (Secs. 4 and 7, Art. VI,

Const.) _
SEC. 32. gpecial ' eloction. - In case a permanent vacancy
shall occur,, in the Senate or House of Representat1ves at least

one, (1) year before the explratlon of the term of offlce, the

iy Commlssxon shall secure a certifxcate of vacancy from the Senate

or. -House of Representat1ves, as the case may be, and thereafter'

call a special electlon to fill the vacancy not ‘earlier- than
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sixty (60) days nor later than ninety (90) days after the final
determination by the-pommission of such'vacancy. Hoﬁevér, in
casé'of such vacancy in the Senaté, the special election shall be
held simultaneously with the next succeediﬁg regular election.
(Sec. 4, RA 7166, Amended)

SEC. 33. Temm of office. - The term of office of Senators
shall be six (6) years while the term of office of the Hemhgrs of
the House of Representatives shalllbe three (3) years,‘bqth,of
|which shall begin at noon of the thirtieth day of June following
the;r election. (Secs. 4 and 7,.Art. VI, Const.)

o SEC. 34. ggggggggigg. - The Senate shall be composed of
Itwenty-four'(24) Sena;ors vwho shall be elected at-large by the
qualified voters of the Philippines. (Sec. 2, Art. VI{ Congt.)

The House of Representatives shall be composed of noﬁ more
thgn two hundred fifty (250) members, ﬁho sﬁall be elected by
qualified voters of the legislative districts apportioned amongl
the provinces, éities and the metropolitan Manila area. (Sec, 5
(1),‘Art. VI, Const.) } o . .

SEC. 35. Party-list representatives. - The party-list
representatives shall constitute twenty per'cent (20%) of thg'
';otal number of the Members of the House 6f Representatives, one—
half (1/2) of which shall, for three (3) consecutive terms after
the ratificationiof the Constitution, be filled by election.
(Sec. 5 (2), Art. VI, Const.)

' S8EC. 36. CANVASS OF FQR SERATORS. — THIRTY (30) DAYS
AFTER THE ELECTIONS, THE COMMISSION SITTING EN BANC AND ACTING AS
THE 'NATIONAL BOARD OF CANVASSERS FOR SENATORS SHALL CONVENE ARD
PUBLICLY COUNT THE VOTES CAST FOR SENATORS USING THE CERTIFICA?ES
OF 'CANVASS SUBMITTED BY THE PROVINCIAL AND DISTRICT BOARDS OF

CANVASSERS. THE CANDIDATES IN THE NUMBER OF SERATORS TO BE

ELECTED WHO OBTAINED THE HIGHEST KUMBER OF VOTES SHALL BE
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DECLARED ELECTED. (Sec. 215, 1971 EC, Amended)
C. ELECTION OF LOCAL OFFICIALS

§EC. 37. Regular elections of local officials. - The regular
elections for provincial, city and mﬁnicipal officials shall be
held éveryAthree (3) yeﬁrs on the second Monday of Hay.- {Sec.
42, RA 7160) |

The governor, vice-governor, city mayor and vice-mpayor, and

muhicipal mayor and vice-mayor shall be elected at—lgrge by

qualified voters in their respective'units. {Sec. 41, RA 7160)

SEC. 38. Election of mempbers of Lhe asnssnninns
panlalavigan, sangguniang panlungsod and sangguniang bayan by
ﬂ;g;;ig;. -'The elective members of the sangguniang panlalawigan,
sangguniang panlungsod and sangguniang bayan shall be elected by
distrlct as follows: _

[(1)] (A) The members of the sanggunlang panlalawigan,
sangguniang panlungsod of the cities of Manila, Quezon, Kalookan,
Cebu, Davao, and any other city with two (2) or more legislative
districts, and sanggunlang bayan of the mun1cipalitles in the
metropolltan Manila area shall be elected by sangguniang

i
distrlcts as estahl1shed by the Commission pursuant to Republic'

Act No. 7166; (SEC. 3, RA 7166, - AMENDED )

"[(2)] (B) All other cities and municipalities not included
ip‘the immediately pfeceding sub-paragraph shall have the same
number of elective members to iheir'fespective sangguniang
panlungsod or'sangguniang bayan as proviéed for in existing laws,
[;ho shall be elected by district].ryPor this purpose, the
Commission shall divide each city and municipality into two (2)
districts by barangay, [as nearly] EQUALLY, INSOFAR as

practicable, acgordihg to the nunber of their respective
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| inhabitants, each district to comprise a compact, contiguous and

d
B
No person shall be elected member of the sangguniangﬁ

|

: case may be, unless he .is an actual ;esi@ent_gf}the district of .

: which he is a candidate. (New)

" SEC. 39. Highly-urbanized and component citien. f'ﬂighiy;?
urbanized and component cities.whose char£ers prohibitrpheirg
voters from voting for provincial elective officials shall be
independent of the provincé. .Registered ﬁptgrs of a highly-~'

urbanized city shall not vote in the election for provincial’

officials of the provihée in which it is located; voters of a'

component city shall be entitled to votelfo; elective p;qqiqc%al

officials of -the province of which it is a part, un}gggﬂigg

charter provides @ otherwise. (Sec. 12, Art. X, gonsp;;'Seq,_é;

RA.6646) .
:ﬁo component city shall be declared or claésifig@ as a

highly-urbanized city within sinty (60) days prior to a_local

-election. : -

- SRC. 40. Sectoral representatives. - In addition to the
regular members of the sangguniang p@nlalawigan, sangguniéné
panlungsod and sangguniang bayan, there shall be one (1) sgctofai
representative each from the women, workers, and any of the
following sectors: the urban poor, indigenous cuitural
communities, disabled persons. or any other sector as pay be
determined by the sanggunian concerned atnlgagp ninety (9?3
days prior to the holding of the next reqular lgca} elggtioné[,
as maf be provided by law]. (Sec. 4;(c), RA 5160) ‘. 
SECTORAL REPRESEHTATIVRS SHALL BE VQTED FOR‘AT LABGF BU&

ORLY REGISTERED OR ACCREDITED SECTORS SHALL ROMINATE C&NDIDA?ES:’

<
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D. BLECTION OF OFFICIALS OF THE
AUTONOMOUS RREGION IN NUSLIM MINDANAO

' S8EC. 41. Regmlax electionn for officials in the Autonomous
Region. - The elections for regional officials of the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao shall be held on the second Monday

after the Muslim month of Ramadan immediately preceding the

iterm of office of such officials. (Sec. 1, RA 7647)

In case of vacancy in the regional assembly occurring at
least one (1) year before the expiration of the term of office, a
special election shall be called to fill the vacancy in the
manner prescribed by the-rggional‘assemhly. The member so
elecfed ‘shall serve only for the unexpired term. (Sec. 6, Art
VII, RA 6734) | | |

SEC.. 42. Cowponition of regional asserbly. - The regional
assembly shall be composed of three (3) members from each of tﬁe
congressional districts. (Sec. 4, Art. VII, RA 6734) _

8RC., 43. ZXerr of office. - The term of office of the
regional governor and_viée—governor and that of the memberﬁ,of
the regional assémh}y shall hé threé (3) years which Sﬁall begin
on the first day of the succeeding month immediately following
their election. No official shall serve for more than three (3)
c@nsecutive terms. _

Vpluntary renunciation of the office for anf length of time
shall ﬁot be consideréd as an interruption in the continpity of
the service for the full term for which hé was elected. (8Sec. 5

Art. VII and Sec. 6, Art. VIII, RA 6734)

E. BELECTION OF nanénca! CFFICIALS

SEC. 44. Regmiar alectiop of barangay officials. - The
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election fbr,barangay officials shall be non-partisan and shall
be held every three (3) years on the second Monday of May. (Sec.
42, RA 7160)

SEC. 45. Iem of office. ~.The term of office of barangay

officials shall be three (3) years beginning on the first day of

i June following their election, unless sooner removed for cause,.

until their sugcessdrs shall have been elected and gualified.

{(Sec. 43, {(C), RA. 7160) FRo barangay official shall serve for

lmore than three (3) successiie terms.__(Sec. 5, RA 6679)

SEC. - 46. Sangguniang hg;ggggg.'— There shall be a’
séngéuhiang barangay in every duly-constituted barangay, which
shall be coaposed of a purong barangay and seven (7) kagawad, all
of whom shall be elected directly by the voters of the barangay.
The punorg barangay shall ipso facto be the presiding officer of
the sengguniang barangay. (Sec. 5, RA 6653; Sec. 41;.RA 7160)

] ORC. 47. Certificate of candidacy. — [No person shall be.

lelected barangaj‘ official unless he files a sworn certificate of

candidacy] AYY PERSON FILING A SWORN CERTIFICATE OF CANDIDACY
FOR A BARANGAY OFFICE SHALL DO S0 in triplicate in accordance
with [this Code] SEC. 112, (6).

The election officer shall prépare a consolidated list qf.
all candidates and post said list in the barangay hail and in
othér consp%cuous places in the barangay at least ten'(lq) deys
before the election.

g2C. 40. Boand of election inspectexs. - [(1)] (A} The

Commission shall constitute not later than ten (10) days before

tha election, a board of election inspectors in every precinct to -

bz eoomosed of a chairman and two (2) members who are all public

Noghnel teachers.

In case no pubklic school teachers are available, the

Cormiscsion shall designate any registered voter in the precinct
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,ycandldate for any position in [that] THE barangay w1th1n the
fourth civil degree of affinity or consanguinity. '

[(2)] (B) The board shall supervise and conduct the

’ election 1n their respective precincts, count the votes and

: prepare the election returns in triplicate in a form prescrlbed

by the COmmi331on. The original of the election returns ahall

? The second copy shall be delivered to the electlon officer, and
the third copy, to the secretary of the sanggunlang barangay, who
shall keep the same on file. {Sec.. 40, BP 881)

| sEC. 49. hetivitien durisg the campaigm pexicd. - During the
f!camﬁalgn period, the punong barangay or any kagawad, who is not a

1 cand1date, or any resident of the barangay of known prohity

| meeting, upon proper notice at least two (2) days prior thereto,

to enplain to the barangay voters their respective programs of

i_adminlstrat1on, qualif1cat10ns and other 1nformat10n that may

enlighten voterc in castlng their votes.
R TLrTny

[

officials. (Sec. 47, BP 881)

'F. PARTY-LISY SYSTTM (New)

4

|constitunency registered with the Commission.

jbe de11vered imrediately to the barangay board of canvasaers.

; who.is not an incumbent barangay official or related to any

: deaignated by the election officer shall convene the barangay:

: assembly, at least once, to summon the candidates to a jqint

é ' The memhers of the barangay assembly may take up and

discuss other matters relative to the election of barangay.

|.  smc. 55. Party-list systom deZined. - Party-list system is a
-mechan1sm of proportioral representatxon in the House of
:Representatlves of political parties, organlzatlons, or

i

fjcoalitions thereof with national, regional, or sectoral:
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SEC. 51, Registration. ~ Any organized group of persons may
register as a political party, organization, or coalitions for
purposgs of the party-list system by filing with the Commission a
§erified petition in accordance with Sections 95 and 96 hereof..

SEC. 52. Manifestation to participate in paxty-list system.
- Any political party, organization, or coalition already
registered with the.COﬁmission need not register anew. However,
Buch'pérty, organization,'or.coalition shall file with the
Commission,.not later than sixty (60) days before the election, a

manifestation of its desire to participate in thq_party—list

isystem. (New)

SEC. 53. Certified list of registored parties. - The
Commission shall, not later than forty-five (45) days before the
élections, prepare a certified list of political Qarties,
organizétions, or coalitions which have applied and are qualified
to participate under the party-list system and distribute copies

thereof to all the precincts for posting in the polling places on

-‘elect10n day.

SEC. 54. Homination of party-list ;gnsgngnsgsi!ga - Each
registered party, organization, or coalition shall submit tolthef

||Commission not later than fifty (50) days before the election, a

l¥ist of five (5) ﬁames from which party-list representatives

shall be chosen 1n case it obtglns the requlred number of votes.

The list shall not anlude candldatps for regular Member of
the House of RepresentatlvesT _ ) 7

SEC. 55. (melifications of party-list nowineeg. - No person
shall be nominated as party-list representative unless-he is a
natural-born citizen of the Philippineé;’able to read and write;
a'resident of the Philippinesvfor at 1eas£ one (1) year
immediately preceding the day of the elgction; a bona fide member\

of the party, organization, or coalition with a national,
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féﬁi&nal; or sectoral constituency which he seeks to represent; a

regiétered voter; and, on the day of the electioﬁ, is at least
twenty-flve (25) years of age. |

J In the case of a ‘nominee for the youth sector, he must at
ieast be elghteen (18) but not more than twentybone (21) years of
age on the daf_of the election. Any youth séctoral rePreééﬁE&*
tifénﬁho attains the_ageiﬁf twenty-one (21) years during his term
shall be allowed to continue in office until the expiration of
“hié term. |

SEC. 56. Manper of wating. - Every voter shall be entitled

. tﬁ%tio_(Z) votes: the first is a vote for the candidate for

Member of the House of Repteﬂentativas in his lebiélativé _

”distfict, and the second, a vote for the party, organization, or:

céglitidn he wanfs represented in the House of Representatives.

A vote cast for a party, organization, or coalition not gntitied

to be voted for shall not be counted.

N N X . o .
5 | SEC. 57. Proceduxe in allocating meats for party-list

P

lﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂtasizgﬂ. ~ The Commission shall tally all the votéd féé

the parties, organizations, or coalitions on a nationwide basis;

rank them according to the number of 'votes‘receiVed as’dgainsé
the total numhgr of registered voters nationwide, and allocate
p;}tYJIist representatives proportionately éccording to the
ﬁéfcentagé of votes obtained unti) all seats are filled up.

A polltical partv, organizatior, or coalition shall ‘be
ent1tled 'to a maximum of five (5) [TEN (10)] seats. ‘

[THE PARTY-LIST REPRRSENTATIVE SHALL CONSTITUTE TWENTY. (20)°
égncznruu OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF ALL REPRESENTATIVES INCLUDING

THOSE UNDER THE PARTY-LISTS. FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SEATS

TO BE OCCUPIED ON THE BASIS OF PARTY-LIST, THG SECOND VOTES FOR
EACH PARTY-LIST SHALL BE ADDED UP RATIORWIDE. »IH.CASES WHERE A

PARTY IS NO? ENTITLED TO BE INCLUDED IN THE PARTY-LIST, THE
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SECOND VOTES CAST BY A VOTER REFERRED TO IN SECTION 56 HEREOF

SHALL NOT BE COUNTED.
REPRESENTATIVES SEATS MENTIONED ABOVE SHALL BE DISTRIBUTED AMONG
THE. PARTY-LISTS ON THE BASIS OF THE SECOND VOTES CAST BY THE
VOTERS AS FOLLOWS:

. THE, TOTAL NUMBER OF SEATS SHALL. BE MULTIPLIED BY THE NUMBER

"
4

'lO?uSECOND VOTES OBTAINED BY EACH PARTY-LIST IN ALL LEGISLATIVE

“DISTRICTS AND THE PRODUCT DIVIDED BY THE SUM TOTAL OFVSECORD

%prgs.onrnrnxn BY ALL PARTY-LISTS TO BE TALLIED; Pnovxngn,_ﬁnaw
IN DISTRIBUTING THE SEATS AMONG THE PARTY-LISTS, ONLY SUCH
PARTIES SHALL BE INCLUDED AS HAVE OBTAINED AT LEAST PIVE (5)
PERCENT . OF THE VALID SECOND VOTE IN THE LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS.

FIRST, EACH PARTY-LIST SHALL RECEIVE ONE SEAT FOR EACH WHOLE

|RUMBER ATTRIBUTED TO IT. THE SEATS THEN REMAINING SHALL BE

ALLOCRTED IN THE DESCERDIRG SEQUENCE OF DECIMAL FRACTIONS
RESULTIRG FROM THE CALCULATIQH. IN CASE OF EQUAL FRACTIOHS:THB
ASSIGHHENT OF THE LAST SEAT SHALL BE DECIDED BY‘THEﬁCOEHISSIONnOK
ELECTIONS BY DRAWING LOTS. ] e

SEC. =8. ggg pgg;gflug_ T g;gsggtatives are gggggg - Party-
list representatives.shgll be proclaimed by the Commission based
pnﬁ;he list of names submitted by the respective parties,
;rganizations, or coalitions to the Commission according to their
?anking in said list.

SEC. 59. Term of office. — Party-list representatives shall

be elected for a term of three (3) years which shall begin,

junlpss otherwise provided by law,_a£ noon cn the thirtieth day of
?ung,next following their election. Ko party;list represéntativg
|shall serve for more than three (3)7consécutive termé. Voluntary
renunciation of the office for any length of time shall not be

considered an interruption in the continuity of his service for

THE TWENTY PERCENTUM OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF THE |
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the full term for which he was elected.

. SEC. 60. Change of agfiliation; Effect. - Any elected party-
list repfésentative who changes his political party oi seétor;l
affiliation during his tern of office shall forfeit his.séat.

SEC. .61. VYacanrcy. - In case of vacancy in the seats reserved

Ifo: party-list representatives, ﬁhe commission shall £ill the
same by proclaiming a qualified represéntative from the list of
nominees in the order submitted to the Commission under Section
54 hereof by the samé party, organization, or coalition, who

shall serve for the unexpired tern.

.
i

Should the party, organization, or coalition concerned

already have obtained the maximum number of seats reserved for

partj—list representation, or the'nominees listed be no longer
qualified, said party, organization, or coalition shall ﬁominate
from amoﬁg its qualified members its representative to be pro-
claimed by the Commission to fill the vacancy. |

A

'G. SYSTImM OF RECALL (Hew)

4

SBEC. 62. Recnll defipned. — "Recall™ refers to the poverito
remove from office any elective local official for iosa'of
confidence. _ _ .

. 8BC. G3. By Emgg axercised. ~ The power of recall shall be
exercised by the registered voters of a local government unit to
which the elective 5£ficia1 subject_of_such r;call belongs.
lc(sec. 69, RA 7160)

BEC. 64. Who mpy be racallad. - Any elqctive provincial,.
city, municipal or barahgay official méy be recalled for loss oé
fconfidence in the manner preécrihed and sﬁbjeét to the

limitations hereinafter provided.

S8EC. 65. Racall; Eov conaenced. — Recall may Be initiated
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[by:

(1) A preparatory recall assembly; or
- (2)] upon petltlon of at least twenty—flve per cent. (25%) of
the total numher of reglstered voters of the local government
un1t to wh1ch the electlve local off1c1a1 subJect of such recall

belongs. (Sec. 70 (c) and (d), RA 7160) "“ o
v [sec- "65. E_QEASQ_QSI recall assembly. -~ A preparatory

d

PR ..
(1) For a prov1nce - All mayors, vice-mayors and sanggunlan

(2) For a local 1eglslat1ve district for sanggun1ang

;.u " U .

panlalaw1gan elected by district - All mayors, v1ce—mayors and

: sanggunlan members of component. 01tles and municipalities of the

L distrlct . or

ﬁsanggunlang harangay members of the city, municipality, or

council district.] (Sec. 70, RA 7160)

local official in the local government unit shall ‘be validly

1n1t1ated through a resolution adopted by a maJorlty of all its

7160}

Questlons affectlng the v&11d1ty oF ‘the resolution shall be

five (5) days from its adoption.

The Conn1531on shall svmmarily decide the petition within

iseven (7) day° from its suhm1331on for resolution, which decision

: shall ‘e’ f1na1 and enecutorr ]

9ﬁ ' SEC- ‘66. PROCRESS OF Recall [by n_&rtiggl - A petxtlon for

- recall shall be in wrlting and 31gned before the. electxon offlcer

gl P
’!,l.'

recall assembly shall be composed of the following: .. ,iq.énh

members of component cities and municipalities; . gﬁymg?

(3) for a clty or munlclpallty = All punong harangay and

[Sec. 66. Recall by preparatory recall ggegnhli- - Recall
proceedings by a preparatory recall assembly against any elective

members 1n a publlc session called for the purpose. (Sec. 70; RA

ralsed in a verified pet1t1on flled w1th the Comm1981on w1th1n,
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or his representative in signature stations in such public places

as may be determined by fhg Commission. - The petitioner and the

]

{lofficial ‘sought to be recalled, or their represeniati?es, shall

be notified of the time, dates and places of the signing.
The petition shall be filed with the Commission through its

“joffice in the. local government unit concerned. The Coxmission or

its duly-authorized representative shall cause the publication of
the petition in consgpicucus puklic places for a periocd of'ﬁét
less than ten (10):days nor more than thixgty (30) dayz. (SBec.
”70 RA 7160) | |

The -election cfficer shall vprify tihe authenticity and
genuineness of the szgnatures and whether the reguired pqrcentage

qf votérs was obtainad.. He shall suknrit hise findingﬂ and

[|recommendations to the Commission immediately after completlon of

fithe verificaticn. The Cozmission shall determine the sufficliency

of ‘the petition for recall within ten (10) days from receipt of
the ‘findings and recomyen: Jations of tbe elaction officer.

{Sec. 68. Iilggg Egﬁ. - No resclution or petition for recall
shall bz given due courze unless accompanied by such docunentnry:

requirement: and filing fec ag may bz presccribed by the

Cormission.] (New)

Sec. 67. Bnte of recsll elcction. - The Commiesion shall set
the date of th® clestion on recall, which shall not be later than
éixty (60) day3 in the case of prqvinciai officials, and thirty
(30)‘days in the case of mlectfive ciéy, mmnicipal, or barangay
officiala, from f;nal deierminration by the COmmission of the !

validity and smff i: ency of the resolwtion or petntion on recall.

(Sec. 71, RA 716G, Amehde?) |

| SEC. 68. Qnyeifieatn of g@ﬁgjgigﬁ. - The'Cbmnission-shall'
fix the date for the Filing of certificates of candidrey for the
position affected and.thareafter prepare the list of candidatés,
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which shall include the name 6f the official sought to be
recalled. The official or officials sought to be recalled shall
automatically be considered a duly-registered candidate or
candidates and shall_be eﬁtitled to be voted upon. (Sec. 71, RA
7160) . o |
_SEC. 69. Prohibition from resiapation. - The elective local
official sought to be recalled shall not be allowed to resign

while the recall process is in progress. (Sec. 73, RA 7160)
SEC. 70. Effect. - The recall of an elective local official

shall take effect'upon the election and proclamation of a

candidate other than the official sought to be recalled. :Should

the incumbent win the elections, confidence in him shall thereby .
be deemed affirmed, and he shall continue in office. (Sec. 72, }
RA 7160)

_SBEC. 71. Limitations. - Any eleétive local official may be
suﬁject of a recall election only once during his. term of office..
No recall shall také place within one (1) year from the date of

an official's assumption to office or one (1) year immediately"

'preceding a regqular election for the office concerned. (Sec. 74,.

RA 7160)
H. SYST®H OF INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM o

SEC. 72. Refiniticor of ferms. — As used in this Code: -
()] (A) "Initiative" refers to the power to propose
amendments to the Constitution or the cnactment of national or
local legislation. It may be exmercised directly, through a.
petition to be submitted in a plebiscite called for the pu?pose,
or indirectly, only-in the éase_of a nﬁtional'or iocal
legislation;

. [(2)] (B) "“Referendum" refers to the power to approve or




S WU (o8]

0 M W

10
11

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
"'20
21
22
23
24
25
26

' 27

28 .

29

30

31

Page 33

reject statutes enacted by Congress in whole or in part, or laws,
resolutlons or ord1nances enacted by local legislative hOdIES,

" [(3)) (cC) '“Prop081t10n refers to a measure propoaed by
"VOterS for the enectﬁent; amendment, approval, or rejection of a
law;

[(4)] (D) "Piehisdite“ refers to the electoral process

‘| through which the power of initiative or referendum is exercised;

[(5)]1° (E) “Petition" refers to the written instrument
contalnlng the propositlon daly signed in a form prescrihed by
the Comm1951on' AR s '

[(6)] (F) "Local government units” refers to the
autonomous regions,’ provinces, cities, municipalities and
barangays; ~ ° '.

[(7)] " (6) _“Lbéhl legislative-bodiee" refers to the
regional aeﬁemslies,'éangguniaﬁg panlalawigan, sangguniang
panlungsod, sangguniang bayan and sangguniang barangay; ‘

[(8)] (M) "Local executives"” referS'toithe regional and
provincial governors, city or ﬁuhicipal mayors and puhong.
harangay[, as the case may be]; (Sec. 3, RA 6735)

- [(9)] (1) “Péople's organization” refers'to bopa fide
associations of citizens with demonstreted capacity te éromote
the public interest and with identifisble leadership, memhership
and structure; (Scc. 15, Art. KIII Const.)

SRC. 73. thp moy omorcisa. - The power of initiative and
referendun may be eterétsed by all ‘registered voters of the
couhtry, autonomoﬁs regions, provinces, cities, municipalities
and barangays; (Sec. 4, RA 6735) ‘

SEC. 74. Reguiremsntn. - A petitlon for initiative or
referendunm sha]l ‘be deemed valldly initiated if signed by the

required number of voters, an follows:

[(1)] (A) Initiative on the_Constitution - at least twelve
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per cent (12%) of the total number of registefed voters
nationwide As signatofies, of which every legislative district is
represented by at least three per cent }3%) of its registered
Gotefs. An initiative on the c°nstitution_may be exercised only
after five (5) years from its ratification and only once everf
five (5) years thereafter; (Sec. 2, Art. XVII, Const.)

-f(2)]. (B) Imitiative er referendum on nationel statutes -

a2t least ten per cent (10%) of the total number of registered
voters nationwide, of which every legislative district is
represented by,at'leaet three per cent {(3%) of its registered
voters; - | o
I(3)] (@) . Ihitiaiive or referendum‘on laws, resolutiong of
erdinances passed by the legislative essembly of an autonpmpué
region, province or city - at least ten. per cent.(lo%} of the
total number of registered voters in the local government unit
concerned, of which every legislative district is represented by
at least three per cen£ (3%) of its registered voters: Provideﬁ,
That if the province or city is composed of only one (1) legisla-
tive district, each municipa;ity in a province or.each barangay
in a city should be represented by at least three per cent (3%)
of the registered voters therein; B
[(4)1 (D) 1Initiative or referendum on an ordinance passed
in a municipality - at least ten per cent (103) of the total

number of registered voters in the municipality, of which every

barangay -is represented by at least three per cent (3%} of its

.'registered voters;

[(5)1 (B) Initiative or referendum on a barangay resolution
or ordinance - at least ten per cent'(lo%)'of-the total numper of
registered voters in the [city or municipality, of which every]

harangay {[is represented by at least three percent (3%) of its

J|registered voter]. (Sec. 5, RA 6735)
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SEC. 75. Contents of petition. - A petition shall contain:
| [(1)] “(A) The text of the proposed law sought to be
enacted apprOVEd or rejected, amended or repealed; o
" [(2)] (B) The proposition;

[(3)] (C) The reason or reasons therefor,' h

[(4)] (D) A statement that its subject is notcémong those
pfohibited under the immediately succeoding section;

[(5)] V(Ef The signatures of the petitioners or registered
votersgﬂandﬁ |

[(6)] (F) An abstract or summary proposition in not more
than one hundred (100) words legibly written or printed ‘at the.
top of every page of the petition. (Sec. 5, RA 6735) :
~ “'sec. 76. Limitations on petition. - No petition shall
ombrace more than one (1) subject. , Neither shall it havc ac its

Subject emergency measures, the enactment of wﬁich-aré

- specifically vested in Congress by the Constitution, eicept until

ninety‘(QO) days after its effectivity. - In the case of local
initiative, the petition shall not extend to subjects orimatteqs

which are'beyond the legol powers of the local legislatife‘hody

to enact. (Secs. 10 and 15, RA 6735)

SEC. 77. Verification of sicmatures. - The Comnission shall

cause the verification of the signatures in the petltlon on the

|basis of its records used in the immediately preceding election.

(Sec. 7, RA 6735) -

‘SEC. 78. ggnﬂn;t and date of elﬁhiﬁcits on initiatizg [}.4
rafererdn. — The Commission shall call and supervise the conduct
offtbe plebiscite on initiative or referendum.

o The Commission shall determine the sufflciency of the
petition and vlthin a period of thlrty (30) days from receipt of
the petition, publish the same in Pilipino and English at least

twice in two (2) newspapers of national or local circulation, and
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set the date of the plebiscite which shall not be earlier than
forty-five (45) days but not later than ninety.(90) days from the
determination of its sufficienéy. (Secs. 8 and 13, RA 6735)
SEC. 79. Effectivity of imitiative or referepdum
proposition. - A.proposition shall take effect following

|certification by the Commission that a majority of the votes cast
was obtained in a plebiscite called for its appfovaI or
rejection,.as«follows:

[(1)] (A) If the propoéitioﬂ to enact, approﬁe, or amend a

national law is approved, said law shall become effective fifteen
(15) days following completion of its pﬁhlication'in the Official
Gazette or in a newspaper of géneral circulation in the
’Philippines.
[ If the proposition to rgject'a naiional.law is approved, the
said law shall be degmed fepealed, and the repeal shall.become
efkective_fifteéﬁ (15) days following its certification and
completion of its publication in the Official Gazette or in a
newspaper of general circulation ig the Philippines.

If the majority vote is 'not obtained, the natidnal law
sought to be rejected or amended shall remain in ful} force and
effect. ‘
| | [(2)] (B) If thé proposition in an inifiative.or
referendum on phe'Constitution is approved, it shall become
effective as of the day of the-plebiscite;

{(3)] (C} 1If the proposition in an initiative on local law
is approved, it shall becone effective fifteen (15) dayé'after
certification and proclamation by the COﬁmission. " (Sec. 9, RA

6735)
SEC. 80. Indirect imitiative: House of Representatives. -

Any duly-accredited peopie's organization may file a pEtition for

indirect initiative with the HJouse of Representatives.
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The procedure to be followed on the initiative bill shall be
thg same as that for the enactment of any legislative measure
before the Hpuge of Representatives, except that said initiative
b;ll shall eﬁjoy precedence over other pending legislative
measures. (Sec. 11, RA 6735) .

SEC. 81. Irdirect initiative: Regional aud local legislative
bodies. - Fot less than two thousand (2,006) registered voters in

the case of autonomous regions, one thousand_(l,OOO)'in case qf{

prdvinces and cities, one.hundred (100) in case of
ﬁunicipalities, and fifty (50) in case of barangays, may file a
petition with the regional assembly or local legislative body,

feSpectively, proposing the enactment, amendment, approval, or

'|rejection of any law, ordinance, or resolution.

. If no favorable action is made thereon by the local

legislativé body within thirty (30) days from its fil#ng, the
proponents, through their duly-authorized and ;égastered
'represegtatives, may invoke their power of direct initiative,
giving notice thereof to the iocal leéislative body concerned.
The proposition shall be serially numbered starting from one
(1). ThgTSecrétary of the Interior and Local Government or hi#
designated representative shall assist in the formulation of the
proposition. . | | 'I' " !

" Two (2) or more propositions may be submitted in;aﬁ

‘ Jinitiative.

Proponents shall collect the required number of signatures
. . . B i.

within one hundred twenty (120) days from date of notice in case

' |lof. autonomous regions, ninety (20) days in case of provinces and

leities, sixty (60) days in case of municipalities, and thirty

| (30) days in case of barangays.
The petition shall be signed hef@re the election officer

or his dgaignated representatives, and a representative of the
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|regional assemblies and local legislative bodies concerned.

may be necessary

Upon the 1apse of the perlod herein. prov1ded the}

"Commission, through its office in the local government unit!

: Signature stations may be established in as many public places as.

+
.

concerned, shall certify whether the required number off

signatures has been obtained. Failure to obtain the required:

number shall be deemed a rejection of the propoéitiqp.

SEC. 82. Limitation on local initiatives. - [(1)] (A) The

'
T

power of local initiative shall not be exercised more than once a

r

year.

i[(z)]_ (B) If at any time before the plebiscitevoni

initiative is held, the local legislative body shall adopt ig,

toto the proposition presented, the plehiscite shall be

cancelled. However, those against such action may, if they so

desire, apply for initiative in the manner hereln provided.
(Sec. 15 ‘RA 6735)

B
f
"
vl
1

~ 7

- SEC. 83. Limitations upon lggg; Lsgiglgsazg hggigg - Any

‘nggp§1t;onh ordinance or resolution approved shall not be
repealed, modified, or amended within six (6) months from the

date of approval, but may be amended, modified, or repealed

within three (3) years thereafter by a vote of three—fopfthq

’(3/4)>of all the members bf the local legislative body: Provided,

That in case of barangays, such period shall be one (1) year

after the expiration of the first six (6) months. (Sec. 16, RA

6735)
SEC. 84. Local refexendum. - Fotwithstanding the pgovisioﬂ
oflSection 78 hereof; any lecal legisiative body may submit to

the registered voters of autonomous regions, provinces, cities,

municipalities ahd-parangays for their approval or rejection, any
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““’ " "The plebisCite-on referendum shall be held within oinety

(90) days in c&se’of the autonomous regions; sixty (60) days 1h

'case of provinces and cities, forty-f1ve (45) dayl in case of
munic1pa11t1es, and ‘thirty (30) days in case of barangays. (Sec,

17, RA 6735)

| SEC. 85. Appeal. - The decision of the COmmiseion on the

suffic1ency or 1nsuff1c1ency of the petition for 1n1tiative or
referendum may be appealed to the Supreme Court vithin thirty
"(30) dnys from notice thereof. (Sec. 12 RA 6735)

' mas.~mgmmnmmmuﬂmmm
%'L Hothlng in this Article shall prevent or preclude the proper
, courts from declaring null and void any propositlon approved
=“pursuant hereto for [violating] VIOLATION OF the Constitution or_

for want of capac1ty of the local legislatlve body to enact eaid

measure. (Sec. 15, RA 6?35)
I. ABSENTEE VOTING

SEC. 87. Absenteq gn;ing - "abhsentee votxng ‘refers to the
hprocess by whlch a reglstered voter who is not in his™ place of
reglstratlon on election day, elther because of e;ectlon duty or
by : reason of residence or employment abroad, mey vote‘in national

elections. (New)

:r « - SEC. 88. Persons gggg;gg; - The folloeing may avail orL
[jabsentee voting:
%'ﬁ“ .[t1)] (A) Quallfled government personnel ~ any registered
"voter employed in the government serv1ce who, by reason off
[publlc] ELECTION functions and dotles{ is not in his place
of registration.on election day; and ' |

[(2)] (3) Qualifled F111p1nos abroad - every overseas -

Filipino, WHETHER . HORKING OR TBHPORARILY RESIDIRG ABROAD
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includlng those horn of a Filipino father or mother in a foreign
3011 'who has opted to retain his Philippine citizenship and who
ghas the qualifications of a voter amnd is valldly reglstered_as
‘such in his votin§,residence, and who, on election day, is out-
side his voting residence MAY PARTICIPATE IN NATIONAL ELECTION
VOTING ONLY FOR CARDIDATES FOR NATIONAL OFFICE. -
“NATIORAL ELECTIOR" REFERS TO ANY REGULAR OR SPECIAL

;ELECTION HELD SOLELY OR IN PART FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTIHG ANY |
f CANDIDATB FOR THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, VICE—ERESIDEHT, HEHBER 
; OF THE SENATE, OR DELEGATE TO A COHSTITUTIORAL CUHVENTION, OR AHYﬂ 
E PLEBISCITE ON ARY NATIONAL ISSUE, INITIATIVE, OR REFERERDUM, OR.‘

RECALL. |
. FREGIOR:L ELECTION" MEANS ANY REGULAR OR SPECIAL ELECTION -

HELD SOLELY OR IN PART FOR THE PURPOSE CF ELECTING ANY CANDIDATE

'Fbg'rﬂn OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, VICE-GOVERNOR, OR MEMBER OF THE

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY OF ANY AUTONOMOUS REGION, OR ANY PLEBISCITE OR
ON ANY REGIONAL ISSUE, INITIATIVE, OR REFERENDUM, OR RECALL.

. "LOCAL ELECTION" MEANS ANY REGULAR OR SPECIAL ELECTION HELD
|SOLELY OR IN PART FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING ANY CANDIDATE FOR |
THE MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESEHTPTIVES, OFFICE OF Govznnon
VICE-GOVERNOR, OR MEWBER OF THE SANGGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN OF ANY
PROVINCE, OR FOR THE OFFICE OF THE MAYOR, VICE-MAYOR, OR MEMBER

OF THE SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD OR BAYAN OF ANY CITY OR

- |MUNICIPALITY, OR AHY PLEBISCITE ON ARY LOCAL ISSUE, INITIAEIVE,

OR REFEREKDUH OR RECALL.

"VOtlng res1dence“ referg. to any city or munlclpallty in the
Phi11pp1nes where an overseas Plllpino is registered or qualified
to register as a voter if present therein.

FOR PURPOSES OF THE REGULAR ELECTIONS ON MAY 8, 1995, AND

UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THEIR PARTICIPATION IFE LOCAL AND RECALL

ELECTIONS, AND PLEBISCITES IS DETERMINED BY THE COMMISSION ON
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IBLECTIONS, QUALIFIED ABSENTEE VOTERS SHALL VOTE ONLY FOR

CANDIDATES FOR  NATIONAL ELECTIONS. (New)
EEC. 89. a&gea;ee voting by gualified government personnel.

I- The* following steps shall be followed in the exercise of

absentee voting by qualified government personnelz
" [(1)] (A) Forty-five (45) days before the election, the

lnead@ of office concerned shall submit to the Commission a list
flof its officers and- employees who are registered voters, and uho

“ Iny *reason of their election duties and functions, pill‘be

outside their place of registration, and who desire to’ exercise:

their right to vote, with the request thaf said officers and

employees be provided with application forms to cast absentee

ballots. The list and request shall be under oath.

[(2)] (B) Upon verification by the Commission that the

persons - included in the list are qualified voters, it shall,

-within thirty-five (35) days before the election, transmit the

requested number of application forms to.the head of office.

| [(3)]. (C) The application -forms shall be returned duly
accomplished to the COmn1351on at least twenty-five (25) days
before election day.

[(4)] (Dl After verification of the applications; the'
Commission shall, within fifteen (15) days before the election,
tranemit'the exact number of absentee ballots to the head of
office for distributicn to the applicants.

' [(5)] (R) The oheentee voter shall accomplish hie ballot

seven (7) days hefore election day and place the same in two (2)

!eecurity envelopes, cne inside the other. He shall submit the

envelope to the provincial election supervisor of his place of

assignment, who shall in turn deliver it to the Commission.

[(6)] (F) The head of the office shall prepare a sworn

report on the manner of distribution of the absentee ballots,
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indicptipg;thereinfthe«number_of"hailots transmittedﬁéﬁd”théir"

serial numbers and the names of the persons to whom thé*éﬁééﬁi%e

ballots vere delivered.. -The report: shall be acdohpanied hyga

F

N certlflcate of eligibility-to vote absentee for each partlcular

voter and submitted within, three (3) days after: the electibn

gExecuqlve Order No. 157) T : - S ;
. SEC..9 mmmmmm

Only an overseas Filipino who is a registered voter may vote° In

e

pbsgntla, i £ he is not registered, he must first register 1?

-~

The .return to the Philippines of any F111p1no re31d1ng
i

.abroad at least once within one (1) year prlor to ‘the elections

in which he intends to vote shall constltute prima facie eVidence
gj h}g‘lp;ent1on to return to his original re51dence‘in the
Philippines. . . : o AR

e The followlng steps shall be- followed in the exercise’ of
;hsentﬁe voting by. qualified-Filipinos abroad: o *“J“"Ifé

A t

: [been fixed, the . Commission, through the diplomatic or' consular.

H

officers, shall give notice to Filipino citizens residing:in

tpgir respective jurisdictions of the holding of an election.
S Y Tt -

_[(2)1 . (B) Every overseas Filipino shall signify his'

intention to vote in absentia by filing a sworn application under

oath with the Commission.or with the diplomatic or consular |

officers concerned authorized by the Commission not later than

ninety (90) days before the elections.  Said officers shall

thereafter immediately transmit by diplomatic pouch the_

applications, to.vote in absentia to ‘the Commission for -

verification in the permanent list of voters.- All persons voting

in absentia shall be indicated in the list of voters.

. [(3)] (c) The Commission shall, not later than forty-five '
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(45) days prior to the election, deliver to the Department of
Foreign Affairs the number of absentee ballots corresponding to

fhe'number of applications app;oved'by it, along with such.

materials and election paraphernalia necessary to ensure the

secrecy, integrity and sancfity of the ballots, for transmission
by diplomati&é pouch to the different Philippine missions abroad.
It shall be the duty and responsihility of the Philippine mission
concerned to distribute the ballots to the absentee voters.

Absentee voting shall be‘conducted at least thirty (30) days

before the election either.by mail or at the designated voting
center situated at the nearest dlplomatlc or consular office of
the Republic of the Phillpplnes, or at such other places as. may
be designated by the Commission. '
‘ [(k)] (D) The Department of Poreign Affairs shall
transmit, not later. than fifteen (15) days Before thé‘e}ection,
all ballots by diplomatic pouch to the Commission. 'gliahallots
received by the Commission on or before the close of voting on
election day shall be included in the countiné“!.of votes. (New)

SEC. 91. Coupting and camvasa. - The QOmmiséiop shall
constitute as many speéinl boards of election inspectofs for"
absehtee votin§ both by qu#lified government persdnnel and
overseas Filipiros as may be necessary to count the votes;

A speciai'hoard of canvassers composed of ranking lawyers of
the COmmissidn shall be constifﬁted in each case to canvass the
election returns"suﬁnitted to it by the respective bbﬁrda of
election inspeétoré. (RO 157) } |

SEC. 92. Agmintance of other gavexmment agencien/officials.
- All government agencies and/or officials shall, to the extent
practicable ard compatible with fheir primary responsibilities,

assist the Commission in conductxng ahsentee voting. All such

agencies or officials shall take reascnable maasnres to expedite
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the transmission, delivery and return of all election matters. |

J(New)

. SEC. 93. Secnrity !gggg;gg. - At all stages of thegprocéss

't

for absentee voting, the Commission shall take such measures

pgcgqsarf to preserve the security and sanctity of the balldt.

(New)

ARTICLE IV. POLITICAL mexs,-cnmmmsﬁ e e
AND CAMPAIGN PROPAGANDA = - -

A. ' POLITICAL PARTIES

1
Che

SEC. 94. Political party, organizatjon, or coalition. - When

qgéd in this Code, "political party,"” "organization,"” or
I N " . - i

t"coalition“ refers to an organizéd group of qualified voters
pursuing the same ideology, political ideas and platform, or

program of government and includes its branches and divisions.

To acquire juridical personality, qualify it for subsequent

_ qccredi?atiop, and entitle it to the rights and privileges herein

~

_ grqnped;qa political party, organization, or coalition shall

|| first be registered with the Commission. (Sec.. 60, BP 881)

Upon due notice to the Commission, a political party méy

lcoalesce or affiliate with another political party or parties not

later than the last day for filing of certificates of candidacy.

(Haqi_

-

SEC. 95. Registration. - Any organized group of qualified
ygtefstsgeking;regi§tration as a political party, oréaﬁizatioﬂ,
of coalition may file with the Commission not later than ninety
(90) day33beforq an election a petition verified by its

president and secretary, attaching thereto its constitution:and

by-laws, platform or program of government and other information
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required by the Commission. [The Commission shall require
publication of the petition in at least two (2) newspapers of
generé1 circu1ation.] (séc. 61, BP 881)

The Commission shall, after due notice and hearing, resolve

the petition within fifteen (15) days from the date it is

|submitted for decision and in-every case not later. than sixty

(60) days before elections.  (Sec. 62, BP 881)

"2 .Religious denominations and sects shall not be registered.

Ia political party which seeks  to achieve its.goals through

violence or unlawful means, or refuses to uphold and adhere to

the Constitution, or which is supported by a foreign govg;hment,

or any foreigner, whether juridical or natural, shall likewise be

refused registration. - (Sec. 2(5), Art. IX (c), Const.) ,-

SEC. 96. Accreditation of political parxties. - Tﬁe

politicai parties, organizations, or coalitions, which shall have

prgference in the poéting of wgtchers and in the receipt of
copies of election documents, on the-ﬁasis of the following:
'[(i)]* (A) Establiéhed'récord.of the politiéal party,
organization, or coalition taking into account, among others, its
showing in past elections; |
[(2)] (B) Rumber of incumﬁent elective officials belonging
to it ninety (90) days before the date of elections; - o
[(B)j {c) Iggntifiable political organizations‘and
strength as évidenced.hy its organized chapters;.
{(4)1 (D) Ability to fill a complete slate of candidates;
and . | |
[£(5)1 (R) other'analogous‘circumstances. (Sec. 26, RA

7166)

SEC. 97. Publication of petition fox zgsigsxasign ox

accreditation. - The Commission shall require publication of

Commission shall, after notice and hearing, accredit the major ‘|
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the'petition for registration or accreditation'once in two (2)
newspapers of general circulation. (Sec. .62, BP 881) | '

| szc. 98. cancellation of registzation/accreditation. - The
Commission may, motu proprio or'upon verified complaint of any

interested party, cancel, after due notice and hearing, the

registration or accreditation of any political perty,-coalition,

or organization on the- follow1ng grounds: _ ,

[(1)] (a) Acceptance by it or by any of its candidates of‘
SﬁfPORT OR financial contrihutions from foreign governments
and/or their agencies, OR FROM ANY FOREIGNER, WHETHER JURIDICAL
OR NATURAL for activities related to elections, _

[(2)] (B) Violation off or non-compliance with, laws, |
rules or regulations relating to elections;

[(3)] (c) Untruthful statements in its petition--

) [(4)] (D) 1It is a religious sect or denomination' is
pursuing its goals through v1olence or other unlayful means; is
refusing to adhere to or uphold the COnstltutlon, [or is
receiving support from any foreign government ] |

[(i)] (R) Failure to field official candidates in the last
two (2)'preced1ng electlons or failure of its candidates to
obtain at least five per cent (5%) of the votes cast in either of
the last two (2) preceding elections in the constituency in which
it io registered., '_ | | 7 .

[(6)] (F) Pailure to obtain a seat under the party—list
systom in two (2) consecutive elections 1n its constituency.
(New)

SEC. 99. Brehihitiee against change of political party
affiliation. - Any elective public officer or candidate who
changes his pOliticel party affiiiation within six (6) months
immediately preceding an election shall, after notice and

hearing, be disqualified in appropriate proceedings by the
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‘Commission, or, if he has been elected, shall not be allowed to

assume office. (New)
' 'B.  ELIGIBILITY AND QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES

SEC. 1oo.mmmmm;mmmm

'No person shall be elected President or vice—Pre31dent unless he'

is a natural-born c1t1zen of the Philipplnes, a registered voter,

able to read and write, at least forty (40) years of age on the

‘lday of the election afid a resident of the Philippines for at
least ten (10) years_imnediatelf precedin§ such election. (Secs.

2 and 3, Art. VII, Const.)

" sEC. 101. gualificatiops for Semator. — No person shall be
elected Senator uniess he is a natural-born citizen of the
Philippines, and, on the daY'of the eiection, at least thirty-
five (35j*years'o£ age, able to read and write, a‘registered
“noter. and“e”resident of the Philippines for not less than two
(2) years 1mmed1ate1y precedxng the day of the election. ' (Sec. .
3, Art VI, Const.)
I.  sEc. 102: mugmngmmmmu;nmu
ng;gggn;g;iggg; - No person ‘shall he elected Hember of the House

of Representatiﬁes unless he is a natural~born citizen of the

Phllipp1nes and, on the day of the election, at least twenty-five
years (25) of age, able to read and write, and, except the party-

I

list representatlves, a registered “voter 1n the district in whlch
he shall be elected and a resident: thereln for a perlod of not
less than one (1) year 1mmediately preceding the day of the
electxon. (Sec. 6, Art. VI, COnst )

. A sectoral representative shall be a natural-born citizen of

‘lthe Philippines; able to read and write, a resident of the

:“Philippines for a 'period of ‘not less than one (1) yeer
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immediately preceding ;he‘day of .the election, a bona fide member
of the sector he seeks to represent, a registered voter, and,.on
the day of the election, at‘least twenty-five (25) years of age.
The youth sectoral representative shall be at least eighteen (18)
sﬁé ;ot'mo;e than twenty-one (21) years of age on the day of the

election- Prov1ded That any youth sectoral representatlve who

' attalns the age of twenty*one (21) years durlng 'his term shall

contlnue in office until the expiration of‘hls term. (Sec. 64,

SEC. 103. Qualifications for regional officials. - No person .

shell be elected governor pr_vice—goverﬁorydepﬁty'governor of the

'lavtonomous region unless he is a natural-born citizen of the

Philippines, a registered voter of  the autopemous region and a
resident therein for at least five £{5) years immediately

preceding the election, able ta read and write and at least

thlrty-flve (35) years of aga on the day of the election.

No person shell be elected member of the :egional assembly
unless he 13 a natural—born citizen of the Ph1llpp1nes, at least
twenty—one (21) years of age on the day of the election, able to

read and write, a registered woter of the district in whithhe

lishall be elected and a,resident thereof for a period of not less
‘lthan five .(5) years immediately preceding the day of the

‘election. (Secs. 3 and 4, Art. VIII and Sec. 7, Art. VII, RA

6734) coe
SEC. 104. Qualificatfons of elective local officials. - No

|lperson shall be elected to any provincial, city, municipal, or

haraﬂgaj office unlese:he,gs a - [natural-born] citizen of the

Philippines, able to read and .write FILIPINO OR ANY OPHER LOCAL

LANGUAGE OR DIALECT, a registered voter in the political

subdivision where he intends ‘to be elected,'and AR ACTUAL

.{resident therein for at least one~(1) year immediately preceding’
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) In add1tion, candldates for governor, v1ce-governor, member
of the sangguniang panlalawlgan, mayor, v1ce—nayor, or member of -
tge sangguniang panlungsod of highly-urbanized cities shall be at‘
ieast twentyvthree (23). years of age on election day; those for:
mayor or vice—mayor of .independent component cit1es, or component:
citles or munlcipalltles, at least twenty—one (21) years of age;
and those for member of the sangguniang panlungsod, sangguniang
bayan,.punong barangay, or member of the sangguniang barangay, at, |

least eighteen (18) years of age on election day. {Sec. 39, RA

7160) . e ot

i

C. DISQUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES

'BEC. 105. Disqualifications. - The following Persons shall
i 5

oe disqualified as candidate for any elective office or from
%ontinuing as such, or, if they have been elected, proclaimed, or
onve assumed office, from holding office: | |
[(1)] (A) Any person who has been declared by,coﬁpetent
enthoritysinogne or feeble-minded, or has been sentenced by final
jodgment for insurrection, rebellion, or for any offense for

which he has been sentenced to a penalty of more than [eighteen

(18).months] OFRE (1) YEAR OR MORE or for a crime involving
moral turpitude. 8Such disqualification shall, however, be deemed
removed upon the declaratlon by competent auwthority that said
iosanxty had been removeg, or after the'completlon of the period
of.orohetion or expiration of [five (5)] TWO (2) years from his
ieervice of-sentegoe,tor‘ofter the grant of plenary pardon or

amnesty, unless yithin thegpeﬁe‘period he again becomes

ldisqualified; (Sec. 12, BP 881; Sec. 40, RA 7160)

[(2)] (B) Except for officials and employees of the
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Commission, who shall he'governed by Section 14 hereof anf
official of an executive department bureau, or office, or of any
government—owned or -controlled: corporation who is app01nted’by
‘the" Preszdent of the- Phxlipbines with the ‘consent of the
Ccmmlssion on’ App01ntmeﬂts, as ‘'well as justices and judges, in

the’ electlon immediately succeeding the ternination of his tenhre'

Clof offlce, whether by reslgnation, retirement, expiratlon_oﬁ°

teiiure, removal or sifiilar causés BUT NOT LESS THAN ONE YEAR FROM
THE LAST DAY OF FILING OF CANDIDACY. ¥HIS INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING °

"' | oFPICIALS: DT T o

2 % 1)  PUBLIC APFOINTIVE OFFICIALS FROM. BUREAU DIREf!;TOR ‘-
oﬁ'gdﬁivhnnnm RANK AND 'HIGHER, PRESIDENT AND DEAR OF‘sigrg”
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES ; | a

2)  CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF DEVELOPMENT councrns-
BOARD OF DIRECIORS,” PRESIDENY, CHIRF RXECUTIVE OFFICER, cn:xr orf
GOVERRMENT-OWNED OR CONTROLLED CORPORATIONS;

‘-~ ".3) JUSTICES OF ‘THE SUPREME COURT AND THE COURT| OF

. v e - s .. . - r,. !
APPEALS. JUSTICES OF THE SANDIGANBAYAN AND ALL JUDGES OF ."ALL_ .

COURTS LOWRR ¥HAN THE COURY “OF'APPEALS; ' -
'4)  GOVERNMENT PROSECUTGRS “AND SPECIAL COUNSELS; |
5) ° OPPICERS IN THE ARMED PORCES OF THE’PH&LIPPI%ES{'
zum PHILIPPIHE NATIOHAL POLICE FROH THE Rm OF COLOHEL OR_.
EQUIVALERT RANK AND HIGBKR (Sec. 78 RA 6388, Amended)

T(3)] (C) Any elective public official who has resigned,’
retired, or been removed ‘from office for any cause, in anyu
special election called to fill the vacancy caused by his“
resignation, retirement, or féhcval; (Newr)

[(4)] (D)’ Any person who has anci'citizenship, or ig a
permanént resident of. or an iﬁﬁigrant to, a”fdieign country,
unless 5aid pérson has caiVec his status as sich in acccidﬁgce"
with law; l

SR
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[(5)] (E) ~Any person convicted by finalljudgment of

+

violatlng hls oath of alleglance to the Republlc,

[(6)] (F) A fugitive from justice in criminal or non-

“'polltlcal cases here or abroaa;

[(7)] (G) Any person sentenced by final Judgment for an
offense punlshahle by one (1) year or more of 1mprlsonment
within two (2) years after serving sentence; ”

[(8)] (H) Any person removed from offlce by final Judgment
in an administratlve case. (Secs. 12 and 68, BP 881; Sec. 40, RA
7160) or

[(9)] (1) Any oerson who fails to;pay the‘administrative
f1ne for failure to file a sworn statement of electoral

contrlbutlons and expendltures. (New)
SEC- 106. !’_ILQ!.'.L_! acmrdﬂtq Q,Lm;_ﬁgtmgse_ - The.

'Coml1531on and the courts shall glve priority to cases of

disquallflcation by reason of v1olatlon of this Code to the end

that a final dec1sion is rendered thereon not later than fourteen
(14) dﬁYﬂ before the electlon in which the disquallflcatlon of
the cand1date ie sgught. (Newz ' |

| SEC. 107. Effects of disqualification. - Any candidate who
has been declared by final Judgment to ba dlsqnalifxed shall not
be voted for, and the votes cast for him not counted

Nevertheless, 1f for any reason, a candidate i mot disquallfled
by f1na1 Judgment before an election and is voted for and
recelves the winning number of votes in such elect1on, the court
or Commission shall contlnue w1th tha trial and hearing of the
action, inqulry,lor.protest and, upon motlon of the complainant
QI any intervenor, may, during the pendency thereof, order the
suspension of the proclamation of suych ocapdidate whenever the

evidence of guilt ‘is strong- Provided That upon the

dlsquallflcatlon by final Judgment af such wlnnlng candldate, the
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‘ [elected] candidate [next in the order of success1on as provided

for under existing laws shall f111 the resultlng vacancy] for the

same position obtaining the second highest number of votes shall
_ o 3 '
be declared as elected. IN CASE OF UNOPPOSED CANDIDATES, THE

{ RULE . ON SUCCESSION UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERNHENT CODE SHALL APPLY..

J(Sec. 6, RA 6646 as Amended)
' D. RULES OH CANDIDACIES

SEC. 108. gg;;iﬁigg;g of _gggi_ggx - No person shall be
eliglble for any elective public offlce unless he flles a sworn’
certiflcate of candldacy withln the perlod fixed in this Code.

A person who has flled a certlflcate of cand1dacy may, prior
to the election, w1thdraw the same’ by subm1tt1ng to the office of'.

the Commission where he’ filed his certlflcate of candldacy a

written ‘declaration of the withdrawal under oath. (Sec. 73 BP
8s1) T
i“E " Any candidate who w1thdraws hlS candldacy cannot f11e a new

icertiflcate for any office in the. samée electlon.- (NEw)

‘No' person ‘shall“Bé eliglﬁle as candldate for more than one
(1) offlce [to”be fllTéd] 1n the same electlon. A person who‘
£iles-his cértificate of’ candldacy for more'than one (1) off1cerd
shall not’ be-'éligibTé For anyhofﬁthem,fbut oey, before the
expiration of the period for-the filing of certificates of
candidacy,'declare under dath the office to which he desires to
be elected and cancelztﬁeséértificate of candidacy for che.other
offlde ‘or offices. e ' e

The f111ng or w1thdrawa1 ‘of certlflcates of candldacy shall

not affect whatdvey Eiv11, cr1m1na1 or admlnlstrative

liabilities which i}chhdidatE"ﬁay have'lncurred as a result .

thereof. - (Sec. 73, BP H#1) ~ ~~
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7 BEC. 109. Contents of certificate of capdidacy. - The
certlficate of candidacy shall be filed in a form prescrihed by
the Commission and shall state the folloving. i
P ~ [{1)] (A) The legal name of the person filing the same,

and, if he Bo'desires; one nickname or stage name by which he is
geperally or popularly known in the locality. Ih no case:shall
he use the niékname or stage name of another person;

[(2)] (B) That the person filing it is annou-ulng his

candidacy for the offiea stated therein and that he 18 eligible

tqgrefor, _ o
((3)] (C) 1If the certificate of candidacy i® tor Member Of

the House. of Representatives, it shall also state the province,_

includlng its component cities, higmiy—urbanized city or district
OF: S€waw ywhich he seeks to represent;

[(4)] (D} The political party to which ho belongs;

[(5)] (E) Mo agx, civil status, date ayﬁ place of blrth'
resudence and post offi.ce address for election puryaes,

-

1 : [(6)) {¥) His profession or occupation:

A [(7)] (G) Hi= rejation, 4f ;,y,;‘p‘tﬁé ingumbents or
capdioates enumerated' in Sectigp [116] " 113 hersof;

~ [(8)] (™ the place.and precinct where he i= a registered
vo;er; . _ ' ,

C®] (1) Taar he wily aupport and desend the Constitution
of the Phllipplnea and will majintain true Mith and alleglance

thereto-
A“ {(10)] (3) That he vill obey the laws, legal orders and
decrees promulgaﬁed by the duly-constituted anthoritiés;
[(11)] (K) That be is not a permanent resident of, or
im§igrant to, a:foreign country;
| ((123) (L) That the obligatio: isposed upor Lis eath is

assumed voluntarlly, wlthout montsl reservation or purpose of
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evasion; [ahd]

[(13)] (M) That the facts stated in the certificate of

+
|

candidacy are true and correct to the best of his knowledge.
The person filing a certificate of candidacy sh%ll also
attach thereto copies of his income tax return for the two (2)1'

years immediately preceding the election, A, COPY OF HIS.|

{{RESIGNATION LETTER, DULY ACCEPTED, IR CASE OF INCUMBENT ELECTIVE

PUBLIC OFFICIALS, affix his latest passport-sized photoéraph,
and, if hé so desires, a statement in dupliqpte containing his
bio—data and program of government.

Unless a candidate bas officially changed his name through a
court-aporoved procee&ing, a candidate shall state in his |
certificate of ‘candidacy the ﬁame by which he has been haptized,;
or, if he has not been baptized in any church or religion, the
nane registered in the office of the local civil registrar, or_-.
the neme by which he is commonly known or any other name allowed |
under.enisting law. In the case of a Huélim, he may state hig
”Hadji nane after performing the prescribed religious pilarimage.

However, when thers are two (2) or more candidates for an office

{with the same name and surname, each candidate, upon being made

éware of such fact, shall state his paternal anc maternal

surname, except the incumbent who may continuve to use the nawe

lland surnpame :rtated in his certifiente OFf candidacy when he was

elected. (Sec. 74, BP 081) ' 3

88C. 220. Riliwg gﬁ,ggx;iﬁiggﬁé gﬁ,gﬂgﬂiﬁggg. - Tha cexrtifi-
cate of candidacy shall he filed by the candidate personally or.
by his dvly-authorized representative on any day fror the
cemmencenent of the election period but;not'later thau the day
befere the beginnirng of-the campaign period for the office

concerneG: Provided, That in case of postponement or failure of

election, no additional certificate of candidacy shall be
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accepted except in cases of substitution of cgndidates. (Sec.

75, BP 881)
The certificate of candidacy shall be ‘filed 'in five (5)

ilegible copies with the offices of the Commission specified

‘lhereunder:

1(1)] (A) For President, Vice-President and Senator, with
the law departmeﬁt of the Commission in Manila;

[(2)] (B) For Member of the House of Representatives, with

||| the pfovincial election supervisor of the province concerned.
i.Those for legislative districts in the National Capital Region
| shall be filed with the law department of the Commission, and
jthose for legisiati#e districts in.citiep outside the National
- |[Capital Region comprising one (1) or more legislative distribts,

lwith the city election officer CONCERNED; °

[(3)] (C) Fer regional governor and vice—governérvin the
guéonomous regions, with the regional election director
concerned; Those for memberqof the regional assembly shall be
filed with the respective provincial election supervisors;

- [(4)] (D) for'provincial offices, with the provinciai
election supervisor; |

[{(5)] (B) PFor city or municipal offices, with the city or
mpnicipal-election‘officer; and

[(6)]  (F): Por barangay offices, with the election officer

of the city or municipality.

Notice of withdrowal or substitution of candidacies shall be
filed with the office where the certificate of candidacy being
withdrawn or substituted was filed. (Sec. 7. RA 7166)

 SEC. 111. Einisterial duty of regeiving and acknowledging
receipt of certificate of candjdacy. - It shall be the
ministerial duty of the law departmant.éf the Commission,

regional election director, provincial election supervisor,
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receipt of the cert1f1cate of candldacy. (éec. 7SZZBP 881)

szc. 112. POSEIHG OF CERTIRIED LISY OF CAHDIDATRS. -
IMHEDIBTELY AFTER THE LAST DAY OF FILIHG OF CERTIFICATES OF

CAHDIDAC!, THE ELEcrron OFPICER SHALL PREPARE A CONSOLIDATED
CERTIFIED LIST OF CAHDIDATBS AND POST saxn LIST IN THE
CIT!/NUHICIPALITY 'BARANGAY HALL ARD IN OTHER consplcuous PLACES
IN THE CITY OR NDHICIEALITY i (uEw) |

smc. [012] 113. Eggimgginm ni Qﬂiisinl snndida&ga -

|

ce‘ttficate of nomlnaticn, under oath hy their duly—author‘zed

Off-u@f of thair reqnecti;e off1cia1 cand1dates not later than
L AN

Lhrﬁe ( ) Palnndar nayq a{ter tha last day for filing of

@rtlflcatca of candldacv (Hew)

| SEC. Eliﬁl 12.4. Qd&dﬁ@ﬂtﬂ& holdirg ﬂ&aﬂiggizg ox elective
Qhﬁﬁsﬁ. - ”he 1Follo‘ung shall be con81dered auromatlcally

-

req1gnea from thol CesDe txve offices upon the filinu of thexr
certif 'cath of cnnladacv.'

£{231 (&) any porscn holding a public anpointive cffice or
. ,;'
position, lncludlmg active members of the Armed rorces of the

.hnmlxmpines, and offlcors and cmployees in governm nt-gwnad or
¥ '

—contrcliaﬁ *orvavaulons, and

/'.

k-

N [(2}} {83 Anv e]cctlve orfic1al whether natlonal,

rog:cma? local, crT ba ungay, running for any o’flce ouher than

+ham which ke is holding in any capacity. (Sch. 66 and 67, BP

PR

931, amenanuy

LF' LﬂE 215 ELQEa;gaA ﬁxagﬁsz dgﬁiagﬂ Exnhi&ﬁ_sﬂ

b o

g@nﬁggwqjmmo :'”he tern poll?ical dwnasty“ refers tc¢ & situation’

vhere rﬁéanﬁ rel atnd o @gch other within the third clvil degree

ot ccnvmncu*nxtv or aftfinity hold elective cffices samultancously

I

electicn officer or other officer designated by the Commission or .

the board of election insPectors to receive and acknowledge:

Accredited pelitical partles shall suhmlt to the Comm1331on a




o o

-~ S O e W N

Page 57

or the same office successively in a regjon, legislative
district, province, city, municipality. {or BARANGAY. ]

To prevent the-establishment of-é political dynasty, persons
within the same civil degree of felationship shall;not be allowed
to run for any elective positioﬁ ih'the same poiitical uniti in.
the same election. Neither can a person within thé same civil

degree of relationship as the incumbent succeed to the position

‘fjlof the latter.

THIS PROHIBITION INCLUDES LEGAL OR COMMON LAW PARTNERS.
Certificates of candidacy f11ed in vlolation hereof shall
not be given due course. (New)

SEC. [115] 116. Kuisance ggnﬂ;dggigg - The Commission may,

‘tmotu propr1o Or upon a ver1f1ed petition of any 1nterested party,

{@deny due course to or cancel a certificate of candidacy if it is

shown that said certificate has been filed to put the election
précéss_in.moékery or disrepute or to_cauée confusion among the
votérS'by the similarity of the names of the'registeréd
candidates or by other circumstances or aéts which'blearly

demonstrate that the candidate has no bona fide intention to run

J|for the.office for which the certificate of candidacy has been

filed and thus prevent a faithful determination -of the true will
of the electorate. (Sec. 69, Bﬁ-aal)
[SEC. 118. Prgcedure in cages of nujsance candidacies - A

verified petition to 'declare a duly-registered candidate as a

fruisance candidate shall be filed with the Commission by any

registered candidate for the same office personally or through
hls duly—authorlzed representative w1th1n five (5) days from the
laﬂt day for the filing ‘of certificates of candidacy. (Sec. 5, RA
6646)] ’

SBC. [116] 117. ggggt gggﬂiﬂggz :-ﬁnb pélitical party shall
nomlnate and/or support candidatas ‘AOL belonglng to it without
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Jthé written consent of such candidate,under»oath,' (Sec. 70, BP
5PN S SR SR A SV -k 0 T )

881) | | .
i ssc [m] na. mmmmmmmmum

- Polltical conventions or, neet1ngs for the . nom1nat1on or

‘fl

selectlon of the off1c1a1 candldates of any. polltlcal party,

g

organlzatlon or coalltion qhall be held w1th1n thlrty (30) days

before the start of the campaign period for the offlces
concerned (Sec. 6 RA ?166) e p e T

IBEE“-"-}‘HIHB] 119. mmm; in case of. ﬂﬁ.ﬁﬂl
' n or ﬂiﬁh@;ﬁgﬁl of gggﬂ;ﬂggg - If,. after the last

day for the flllng of certlflcates of candldacy, 2. candidate with-

"a certlflcate of candldacy duly f11ed dies, W1thdraws ‘his

candldacy or 1# d:squalified for any cause, the following ruleé

.50

on substltutlon of candldacy shall be observed:
- [(1)] (A) Therp shall be no substitution of any candidate

who has W1thdrawn hls certlficate of candidacy, (Revw). ..

‘ [(2)] .(n) Substitutlon of cand;d@tes in:case of death or'
d15qua11ficatlon shall be ellowed only if, the candidate who has

dled or been dlsquallfled 13 an oFficlal candldate of a

reglc+erad or accredz*od polltlcal party. .Provided, That there
S SR
1s only one (1) candldatp rpnalnlng for the pOBitlon affected

aftor such death or dxsquallflvation. In quch a case, only ai

v .:J‘ [Jw L e Y sl‘u . e

pptécn helonq ng to, and certlried bv, the sane political party

R

: may file a certif:cata of candldacy to replace the candldate who

oA

has died or beon d1sgua1 fleﬁ.- (Sec. 77, BP 881)

r(3)] (c) In the casg, of 1ndependent .candidates,

L WIS

subst:tutrcn Of Cand*dacy ghall be allowed;only in case of death:

LEERLE Y i

: Provided That ther2 is°gnly one (1) candidate remaining for the

pasitlon affec?od axter such death._{In,such a case, a substitute

. "‘.\\ f e "’k" it K
candidary mav e fileq only by the nppvqn or.. nearest ralative of
AL D T, -m---""“ :

the deceasnd candldate within the thlrd c1v11 degree of
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consangulnlty or affinity. (New)

In_eithenqcase, the substitute candldate shall file, his

certificate of candidacY for the office concerned in accordqnce

jwith the preceding sections not later than mid-day of the day of

the election. ' If the death or ‘disqualification should occur
betweéthhe day ,before the election-and mid*dAY'of élection day,
séid‘cértificate shall be filed with any board of election
inSpectors in the political subdivision where ﬁe is a candidate,
or, 1n the case of candldates for national Offlce, with the
Comm1381on. (Sec. 77, BP 881, Amended) - o

- [119] 120. mmﬂmdmﬂnﬂmmnmg
sszti:i__sg of Qggg;gggz - A verified petition seeking to deny
dqe course to or. cancel a certificate of candidacy may be filed
by any person exc1u31ve1y ‘on the ground. that any material
representatlon contalned thereln is false. The petit1on shall be
flled within five (5) days following the last day for the f111ng
of certlflcates of candldacy. (Sec. 78, BP 881) '

' SEC. [120] 121. Unopposed candidacies. - 1f, after the last
day for the leing of certificates of. candldacy, there should be
only one (1) candidate for an elective’ positxon IN A.SPECIAL
ELECTION CALLED TO FILL A VACANCY, the Commission shall wlthout
hold1ng [an] A SPECIAL election for said p031t10n, certlfy that

he is the only candidate for the offlce affected and is therebY

) ]
—_—

. CAMPAIGN, AND ELECTION PROPAGANDA

e o

BC. [121] 122. pefinjtions. -~ As used in this Code:
[(1)] (aA) "candidate" refers to any person aspiring for or
seeking an elective public office who has publicly announced the

same or who has, through gther analogous acts performed within
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ninetyv {90) days prior to the start of the campaign period,

open]y man1fested his desxre to seek an elective public office,

: whether ‘or not he has filed a certlflcate of candldacy by himself

or through an accredxted polltzcal party, organization, or:
coalition of partles, (Hew) _
[(2)] (B) "Eleetion campaigh" or "partisan. political

activity refers to an act des1gned to promote or defeat the

‘llelection of a candldate, whlch shall 1nc1ude

c -[(m)) (1) Forming organlaations,_associations,

clubs, movements, commlttees or other groups of

oy

E [(hf]': '(2)3.Hoidieg political caucuses;
- » conférences, meetlngs,:ra111es, parades, or other

31mllar assemblles,

y-

PR [{(c)} (3) Hakxng speeches, announcements or
~commentaries, or holding 1nterv1ews,

[(a)] * (4) Publishlng or airing in the mass

e . media, or'distributlng campalgn materiall' or

o i)Y (5) Dlrectly or 1nd;reet;y soliciting
- votés, pledges) or support. | “

“Publ i¢ expressions, opinions,¢or dlscuss1ons of prohable
issues in a- forthcomxng electlon or on attributes of or
criticisms agalnst probable candldates proposed to be nominated -
in a forthcoming politieal party conventlon shall not be'
conatrued as part of any electlon campa1gn or partisan political

activity contémplated under thxs Art1c1e. (Sec. 79, BP 881,

;Amended)

SEC-.[123] 123. Intervention of tg#eisnexg--r At no time
shall:any foreigner, vhether juridical er natural, aid any

candidate or ‘political party, directly o;;indirectly. or take

part :in or influence in ‘any manmer any election, or contribute,
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render services, or make any expenditure in connection with,..or

in furtherance off,any election campaign or partisan polit;caﬁ

activity. . (Sec. 81, BP 881) . . ., L R
. SEC. [123] 124. Undue ecclesiastical influence. 8o head

of .any, church hlerarchy or rellglous sect, denomination, or
grouping shall d1rect1y or, 1nd1rectly, 1nf1uence ‘the members oﬁ
h1s flock parlsh or congregatlon to vote . for or agalns any
candldate or polltlcal party or by means of any - election
propaganda enumerated under Sectlons 127 and 130 of. this Code]
(New) WO HEAD, BISHOP, FRIEST OR MINISTER OF ANY CHURCH OR
REhIGIOUS SECT DENOHINATION,OR.GROUPING SHALL -DIRECTLZO&%
IN'DIRECTLY INFLUENCE HEKBERS OF HIS FLOCK, DIOCESE, PARISH QRI

PARTY BY MEANS OF ANY ELECTIOEPPROPAGANDA [Enuuenarrn\pnnxng
sncrions 127 AND 130 OF. THIS CODE]: -PROVIDED, HOWEVER,. JHAT%
NOTHING IN THIS, SECTIOH SHALL PROHIBIT ANY RELIGIOUS HEAD,
BISHOP PRIEST OR MINISTER FROM PRONOUNCING IN ANY FORM MORAL,

f

RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES, JUDGHEHTS, lﬁUIDELINES AND
(
EXHORTATIONS SHORT CF IDBHTIFYING OR NAHING A PARTICULAR

CANDIDATE OR PARTY Ill SPECIFIC PRACTICAL APPLICATION OI’ SAID'

AND EXHORTATIONS IN TI{E ARENA OF ELECTORAL C.AHPAIGNS. (N‘Eﬂ)
ssc- [124] 125. Lawful election propaganda. - Lawful

electlon propaganda shall include: 3 L L

H
R

[(1)] (7A) Pamphlets, leaflets, cards decals, stickers, -or

' other wrltten or prlnted materxals of a size not more than:

: Toomeme bt

twenty—one and one~ha1f (21 5) centlmeters 1n wldth _and thirty~

'lfive and one-half (35.5) centimeters in Iength: Provldeq,_mhat

etickers or decals posted or displayed in a house, building,.

jestablishment or vehicle other than that owned or leased by a

2
-

-candldate or polltlcal party or. other than a _common poster area

A S P T +

CONGREGATION TO VOTE FOR OR AGAINST AHY CANDIDATE OR, POLITICAL!

HORAL RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES, JUDGMENTS, GUIDELINE§ |

-
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or .other authorized place shall conform to‘the size herein

" |specified and shall be ‘posted or displayed ooly'with the‘exprese

consent of the owner.of such house, building, establishment, or

.-ﬁehicle;'

" [(2)] .(B) Handwritten or printed létters urging voters to

- {lvote for or against any partioular candiﬁate;

f [03)] (C) cloth, paper, or cardboard poeters, thether

.jfframed or posted, of a size not exceeding Sixtf’(GO) centimetérs

__hg=dinetyw(90) centimeters;

e,

b

; [(4)] (D) Streanera not exceedlng ninety {90) centimeters-

-jand forty (40) centimeters in size, to be posted or displayed

only at the candidate's main rea1dence,'at‘the official party
headﬁuarters of a registered political party not exceeding one

{1). headquarters for each harangay, or at the site’ and on the.

loccasion -of a public meetlng or rally, or in announcing the

holding. of said meeting or rally," uithin one (1) week before the‘
date of the meeting or rally and removed %ithin seventy—téo ;72)
.hour? thereafter; o | | |

[(5)] (E) Any noring véhiofe with a'sound-systeo for.

campaign jingles or recorded or live propaganda, or motorcades-

’H or .

[(6)] (F)HAli other forms of eléction.proﬁaganéa not
prohibited by this Code as the commlssion may authorize after dne
notice to all interested parties and hearlng where all interested
parties were given\equal opportun;ty to be ‘heard: Prov1ded, That
the Qommission's'Eothorization shall be published twicerip‘two
(2) newspapers of \géneral circulation within one (1) wveel after
the grant of such authorization. violation 1n-eny Danner of this |
Section shail constitéte an electron offense. (Sec..ai, BP 581) :

sEc. [125] 126. Probibiticn on removal, destruction, or
defacement of lewful election propagamds. - It shall be unlawful
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for: any person’ to remove, destroy, obliterate, or in any manner‘y

?eface or tamper with, or prevent the distribution ‘of, lawful
gleétiOn propaganda during the campaign period.’ (Sec. 83, BP
éai) . o . S

' sEC. [126] 127. Requirements for printed slaction
?;gggggﬁﬂg. - Any poster, pamphlet, circular, handbill, bumper
gticker, stréamer; list of candidates; ‘or ahy printed political
matter for or against a candidate or group of candidates to any
éublic office ‘shall’ bear the words "PAID FOR BY" followed by the
true and correct nane’and’addréss of ‘the paybr, and by'thg'words
ngINTED BY" followed by the true and correct name and address of
.~ SEC. [127] 128. Proxibited election propagarda. - The
following election propaganda are prohibited: . .

{(1)] (A) Posters, pamphlets, circulars, handbills,” or any
printed matter which do not‘ﬁear the names and addresses of the
Qrinter and payor; R a
- [(2)] ' (B) Billboards, tinplate-posters, balloons. and the
liﬁe, of whatever size, shape, form, or kind; -~ T
% [(3)] ¥C) Pens, lighters, fans of whatéver:mature,
flashlights;-athletic goods or materials, vallets, “shirts, hats,
bandanas, matches, cigarsttes and' the -lite. - However, cﬁmpaign
supporters may be allowed to ‘wear hats. arfd/or shirts or T-shirts
advertising a candidate while iﬁ*%he*aéfual company of the
candidate. - ‘ TR M )

% [(4)] (D) Any advertisement or propaganda by meaﬁs-of
cinematbgraphy, audio—;isudi units,' video cassette recorders or
other screen’projections; except telecasts which may be allowed
as-hereinafter provideéd; and - ;ﬁ; S e

{(5)] (B) Printed ‘and br-oadcast material for campaign and

other political. purposes in the print and broadcast media,
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‘fwhether given free of charge or sold to -any indiv;dual or party,
"except as authorized in this Code and by the Commjigsion. .. )

The prlntlng, manufacture.-constructlon, purchase, ﬁosting,
publicatxon, display, airing, distribution, acceptance, or use of

i

N“any of the fore901ng election propaganda materials shall constl-
" - Any prohibited election propaganda gadget*or advertisenent
shall be stopped confiscated ‘or torn down hy the representative
 ||lof “the cOmm1851on upon its written authority [Sec. 85 BP 881]..
B ‘SEC.[128] 129. Ban on political advertisements in :aﬂxn

11 .?[It sﬁall be unlawful for‘any'newspaper, radio hroadcastingvbr

1
2
3
4
5
6 'tute an election offense. . - g Fut L
7
8
9
0

1

127 television station, or other mass media, or any person making use
13 . of the fBiss" ‘media, to sell or give. free of :charge print space or
14; | air time for campaign or other political purposes except to the
15 COmhissieﬁlas‘provided for under ‘the provisions on "Comelec
.Tﬁpaee“'dﬁd%“cemelec Time,™ including such other pregraps.:;
17: autherized by. the Connissioh; Erovided, howeyer, That the right |

18 Jlof ﬁédf&'te'ﬁrint“orwhroadcest_accounts-of significant or

16 .

19 newsﬁorthy eventsla@d.vieis on matters of public:interest shall

20 at all timéa;he\réCOgnized] WITH THE EXCERPTION OF THE<COMMISSION

21 |AS PROVIDED FOR UNDER THE PROVISIONS ON "COMELEC SPACE" AND
22 ["COMELEC TIME,* INCLUDING SUCH OTHER- PROGRAMS . AUTHORIZED. hy THE
23f "ccnnrssxoﬂ, AS WELL AB CANDIDATES WITH NATIOHNAL cnnsrrruxncr, 17 ﬂ
24, ||SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR‘ANY WBWSPAPER, RADIO BROADCASTING. OR |
25 TELEVISICN STATION, GR OTHER MASS MEDIA, OR ANY PERSON ug;xne.uss
26, '||OF THE MASS MEDIA, TO SELL:OR GIVE FREE OF CHARGE PRINT SPACE (R |-
27 |AIRTIME FOR CAMPAIGN OR OTHER Ponrrxcnn PURPOSES: PROVIDED,

28 ’“Tnownvza THAT THE RIGHT OF MEDIA TO PRINT OR BROADGAST ACCOUNTS OF
29 SIGNIFICANT OR NEWSWORTHY EVERTS AND VIEWS ON. MATTERS OF PUBLIC

30 '{INTEREST SHALL AT ALL TIMES BE RECOGNIZED. (Sec. 11 (b), RA |

31 6646, ‘Amended)



10
11

13
14

15.

16
17
18
19
‘. 20
21
- 22
23
24
25
26

27

28
29
30

31

h W o W N

Page 65

Any mass media PERSONALITY, columnist, cbmmentator,
announcer, reporter, or correspondent, vho is a candidate for
any.puhiic office or a-campaign voluntcer for or employed or
retained in any capaéiéy by any candidate shall take a ieave.of
absence from his work in media.from thé start of the campaign
period until election day. (Sec. 11(b), RA 6646)

ﬁO'FILn, MOVIE, TELBVISION 'OR RADIO PROGRAM, AS WELL AS
ADVERTISEMENT, COMMERCIAL OR ENDORSEMENT, INVOLVING A CANDIDATE
SHALL BE SHOWN, AIRED, OR PﬁIﬁTBD DURING THE ELECTION PERIOD.
‘.(NEW)

"' sEC. [129] 130. Regulation of election propaganda thromgh
e___ mgg$g - No franchlse or perm1t to operate a radio or
televzslon station shall be granted or issued, suspended,
cancelled, or revoked during the election periocd.

. In all instances during the election periol, the Commission
sﬁall supervise the use and employment of press, raﬁio and
televiéfbh facilities so0 as to give candidates ecqual opportunity
under eqiivalent circumstances to make known their qualif%cgtions
and stand on prblic issues within the limits sot forth in the
precetling section on election propaganda. w

[Jtolatlon of the rules and regulatlons issued by the
Commlss on to lmplewent this sectlon shall const1tute an election
ofronse. (sgc. 86, bP 881) .

SEC. [130} 131. Corelec Space. — The cOﬂhléSlon shall
rprocure sgace free of charge in at least one (1) newspaper of
general circulation in every prov1nce or city and in such
nevspaper with national circulation as there are in circulation,
which shall be known as "Comelec Space,” wherein candidates can
annource their é;hdidacy[.]: Provided, however, [t]That in the

absence of such ﬁéwspaper, publica-ion shall be done in any other

mcnazine or periddical ir said pravince or city. Said space
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»

shall be allocated, free of charge, eqnally and impartially by

the.COmmission among all candidates for-national office,'in_the

llcase of newspapers witn nationallcirculation, and among all

candidatés for other elective public positions within the area in
which thexnewspaper‘is circnlated,:in the casezof publications
with limited circulation. (Sec. 90, BP 881) |
a Said “Ccmelec Space shall also 1nc1ude such space as may be
reasonably necessary to acconnodate a "Comelec Column, in a
frequency not. exceeding twice a ueek dnring the election period

which shall contain such materials as may be necessary to 1nform'
the public of election matters. Any candldate or polit1ca1 party
may cause the reproduction or reprinting, at their expenﬂe, of
any "COmelec 8pace publication, subJect to the limitations on

lawful election expenditures. (New)
K SEC. [131] 132. Qg.glgg :155 The COmmission shall procure

-radro and television time, of which a reasonable proportion shall

!

be prime time, free of charge to be known as "Comelec Tlme,ﬂ_'
which shall be allocated equally and 1mpart1a11y among a11
candidates for national office, in the case of radio and
television stations with;nationside reach and among a11
candidates for other public elective positions within the area of
coverage of the radio and television stations concerned, in the
casc of stations with limited territorial reach. For this
pnrpose, the franchise of all radio broadcasting and telev151on
stat_ons are hereby amended S0 as to provlde radio or television
primn tire, free of charge, during the election campaign period.'
(Sec. 92, BP 881) _ _

o [13?] 133. m postex axea. - The Commission shall
d;signate common poster areas in strategic public places snch as
city or municipal halls, public markets, barangay centers, and

the 11ke, whe‘eln each candidate can post display, or exhibit
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free of charge his election propaganda, consisting of one (1)_

| poster measuring not more than [twenty (20) by twenty—seven]

SIXTY—ONE (61) CENTIHETERS BY HIHETY-ONE and one—half [(27 5])]

{" _{'

_ (91 5) centimeters, to announce or further his candidacy.

‘Whenever feasible, the COmmission may authorize the

i '1nsta11ation of common billboards by non-partisan private or

e 3

ClVlC organizations, after due notice and hearing, 1n such

1

strategic places where maximum visibility shall be ensured.
The space in such common poster areas or billboards shall be
allocated equally and impartially ‘among a11 the candidates in the

province, city, municipality, or barangay. (Sec. 91, BP 881,

! .

Amended)
SEC. [133] 134- Bﬂlliﬁﬂ agatinsa and thﬁl nﬂlitiﬁﬁl
ggti!i&igﬂ- - SubJect to the requirements of local ordinances on

the issuance of permits, any political party supporting official
candidates or any candidate, indiVidually or jointly with other
aspirants, may hold peaceful political rallies,_meetings and

other Similar activ1ties during the campaign period[ ] Prov1ded

‘[t]That all applications for permits to hold such activ1t1es

Jl

shall be immediately posted in a conspicuous place in the city or
municipal building, receipt thereof acknowledged and within
three (3) days from its filin;,'acted upon in writing by the
leccal authorities concerned Provided, further, that any
application not acted upon w1thin said period shall be deemed
approved and any denial of application for said permit shall be
appealable to the prov1nc1a1 election superv1sor, regional

election director,.or, in the case of Metro Hanila, to the

appropriate department {or service] of the COmmission,.as the

{lcase may be, or to the Commission, whose dec1sion shall be made

*

within forty- eight (48) hours and which shall be final and

i meed T

executory[.]: Provided finally, [t]That the only justifiable
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SEC. [134] 135. ZTrangportationm, . food apd drinks. - It shall
he unlawful for any candidate, political party, organ1zation, or

coa11t10n, politlcal leader, voter, or any ‘person. to g1ve or

t

the day of the electxon, or to give or contr1hute, directly or

I‘BP 881) L RTI

No special pernit or authority to operate out31de their
ﬁdesignated routee shall be issued to public ut1lity operators or
owners within the three (3) days. preceding the electzone and. on
the day of the election. All public utility vehicles operatlng

outaide their deaignated routes during eaid period shall be
Commission. (New)

SEC. [135] 136 ngﬁinggigng ~ As used in this Article:
comnittee, assoclatron, corporation, political party,
organization, or coaIition,'or any other organization or_grOup of
persons; . . . ;

[(2)] (B) "Cpntributionf'refers to a gift, donation,

eubscription,Lloan_adyance,_or deposit of money or anything of

ground for denial of an applicatlon is “the, approval of a prior"

1ndirect1y, transportation service, fare, ~food,  beverages,

1nd1rectly,.money or things of value for such purpose. (sec. 89,

wrltten appllcation by any candidate or political party for the‘
'same time, date, place, and purpose.- (Sec. 87, BP 881, Amended)

accept, free of charge or for: a nominal:sunm, directly or‘

liquor, or thinge of value during the five .(5) hours’before and
’after a public rally, on the day precedlng the election, and on

| impounded, and their drivers apprehended, upon: authority of the

I [(21)] (a) "Person" refers to an individual, partnership,"

value, or a contract, promise, or agreement to contribute,d'
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whether or not legally enforceable, made for the purpose of
influencing the results of the electioné, as well as the use of
facilities voluntarily loaned by other persons, the money value

of which can be assessed based on the rates prevailing in the

{area. However, it shail not. include services rendered without

coimpensation by individuals iolunteering a portion or all of
their time in behalf of a candidate or political party. ‘

[(3)] (c) "EBxpenditure" refers to the payment_br delivery
of money or anything of value,.or'a contract, promise, or
agreement to make an expenditure, for the purpose of influencing
Fhe results of the election, as well as the use of fac%litieé
personally owned by the candidate, the ﬁoney value of wh%ch use
can‘be assessed based on the rateé prevailing in the area. (Sec.
94, BP 881) ’ -

SEC. [136] 137. Lawful expenditures of candidates and
Béii&isﬂl ng#&;gg. - No candidate or treasurer of a political
party shall, directly or indirectly, make anf expenditure except
for the following purﬁoses:

I(1)] (A) Travelling expenses of the candidatés and

cewpaign personnel in the course of the campaign, apd for

fipersonal expenses incident thereto;

-[(2)]1 (B) COmpensation of campaigh personnel}l, clerks,
stenographers, messengers and other personé actually employed in
the cazpaign; |

r(3] (¢) 7Telegraph and telephoﬁe tolls, postage, freight
and express delivery charges;v- |
{(4)] (D) sStationery, printing and distribution of pfinted
matter relative to the candidacy;
f{(5)] (E)} Employment of watchers at the polls;
I[(G)] (F) Rental, maintenance and furnishing of campaign

headquarters, office, or venue of meefings'or media conferences;
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[(7)]1 (G) Political meetings and rallies and'the use or
rental of sound systems, lights and decorations-during-suchl
meetlngs and rallies; or | | |

[(8)] (ﬁ) Use, rental, or hire of land, water, or air
craft equlpment fac111ties, apparatus and paraphernalia.

The cost of employment of counsel and for pr1nt1ng of sample

hallots in such color, 31ze and number as may be authorized by

the COmmlsslon shall not he 1nc1uded in computing the amount of

- || erpenses uhich a candldate or polltical party may have incurred.

F

(Secs. 100 and 102, BP 881)

SEC. [137] 138- E:nhihitﬁﬂ gnnt:ihstigns - No contr1but1on
for purposes of partlsan polltlcal act1vity shall bs madefq'
dlrectly or. 1nd1rect1y, by any of the following:

[(1)] (A) Public or pr1vate financial 1nstitutions.‘

%

However, nothing hereln shall prevent the accommodation of any

'loan hy a cand;date or political party by any such public or’

private financial instxtutlons legally engaged in the business of‘
leno_ra roney, where the loan is made in accordance with law and
regulations and in the ordinary course of business-
£((2)] (B)‘ Natural and Jurldical persons who: “
[(3)1 (1) Operate publlc utilitles or possess or
'enp101t any natural resources of the nation, ' )

[(b)] qkz) Hold contracts or sub-contracts to
perlorm constructlon or other votks or to supply with
goods and serv1ces the QOVernment or any of its
civisions, uubdiv1slons or instrumentalities, 1nclud1ng
governmont asned or controlled corporatlons, ."

f(c)]l (3) Have been granted by the government or

any of its d1v1sions, suhdivislons or

W "y -
[ !

1nstrumentalit1es, 1nc1ud1ng government owned or
S

controlled corporatlons, franchlses,-1ncent1ves,
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éxemptioﬁs, allocations, or similar privileges or

concesSioﬁs, or, within dne (1) year prior to the date

of the election, loans or other accommodations in:'

excess of twenty-five thousand (PZS,OOO) pesos;

f(s)] (C) Edhcation&l institutioha which have received
grantéuof ﬁublic funds ambunting to'no less than one hundred
thousand (P100,000) pesos:

[(4)] (D) oOfficials br employees of the civil service, or
members of the Armed Forces of the Philippines;

[(5)) (E) Foreign nationals, entities, and governments;
and

[(6)] (F) Domestic and foreign religious organizations.

it shéll be unlawful for any person to solicit or receive,
directiy or indirectly, any aid or contrihut;on of whatever form
or nature, from any of the persons or entities enumerated above.
(Secs. 95 and 96, BP 881, Amended) .

SEC. [138] 139. Prohibited domations and fupd-raising
gg;;gi;igg. - From the commencement of the election period up to
and including election day, it shall be unlawful:

[(1)] (A) For any person to hold dances, iotteries,'
cockfights, games, boxing bouts, bingo sessions, beauty contests,
raffles, dinners, entertainment activities, or cinematographic,
theatrical, ar other performances for the purpose of raiéing
funds for an élecﬁion campaign or for the support of any
candidate;

| [(2)] (B) Por any person, directly or indirectly, to
solicit and/or accept from any candidate, or from his campaign
mahager; agent, or representative, or any-person acting in their
behalf, any gift, food, transportation, contribﬁtion, or donation
in cash or in kind. However, normal and customary religious

stipends, tithes; or church collections on Sundays and/or
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designated collection days, as well as periodic payments made for
legltlmatewecademlc scholarghipeVEStﬁhiiehedﬁend‘school
contribut1ons habltually made ‘befére the election perlod are
excluded ‘from' this prohlbltlon- ang 0 e
' [(3)] (Cf For any candldate, his spouse: or any relat1ve'
within the fourth degree of consangulnity or aff1n1ty, ‘his
campaign:manager, agent or representative, treasurer and other
officers, agents, or representatlves of any politlcal party,_;
whether accredlted or not to make, dlrectly or 1ndlrectly, any
donation or contrlbutlon for the construct1on or repalr of roads

hriﬂﬁes, school;houees,'puericuiture centers, ‘medical clinics, or
hospxtals, churches, or chapels, mu1t1-purpose centers, cement or
asphalt pavements or 31dewa1ka ”etreet llghts basketball courts,

alleye, barangay halls, or any other structure for publlc use or
for the use df any re11glous'or'c1u1c organlzatlons. (Secs. 9?

e

and 104 BP 881)

SEC. [139] 14o0. Irve name Qi enntrihnset xegnixee - No
person shall make any contrlbutlon in any name except hls ouwn,
nor shall any candidate or treasurer of a polit1ca1 party recelve;f
a contribution or enter. or record the same in any name other than
that by whom it was’ actually made, 1ndlcat1ng the tax
identificatibn'numheriof”the contrihuton concerned. (Sec. 98, BP
8@1)”{' - e ; ; .. : :

'sEc. [140] 141. Repoxt of ggg;;;hg;g;g - Every person

g1ving contrlhutions to any candldate, treaeurer of the party, or

i

;the1r authorized representatlves shall, not later than thirty

;(30) days after the ‘day of the electlon, f11e with the law

department of the COmmlssion a report under oath statlng the

. P
T d

follow1ng. ;
TR [(1)] "(a) Amount of each contribution;::“

"“[(2)] (B) Name of the candidate, aéenteof’the candidate,

' 1 ' <o . B
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or political party receiving the contribution;

[(3)] (C) Date of the contribution; and

f(4)] (D) Name, address and tax identification number of
thg contributor. |

The report shall élso‘he supported by certified true copies

’ of-the feceipts signed and issued by the candidate, treasurer of

political party, or their aﬁthorized'répresentatives. (Sec. 99,
”Bé:aa1) ' ' _

" gEC. [141] 142. Limitations on election expenditures. - The
a@bunt that a candidate or politicai party, organization, or
coalition may spend for election campaign purposes shall be fixed
by the Commission based on the consumer price index prevailing at
least sixty (60) days prior to the start of the election period.
Hoﬁever, such limitations on election expenses shall be published
in tﬁo (2) newspaﬁérs of general circulation not later than
thirty (30) days before the election period. (Sec. 100, BP 881)

Expenses incurred by the branches, chapters, or committees

llof a political party, organization, or coalition for campaign

pu;poses shall be included in the computation of its total
expenditures and prorated as expenses of its respective
individval candidates, subject to the limitation provided in the
p;ééeding paragraph. '

:  Any provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding, any
coﬁtfibution in cash or in kind to any candidate or political
party, organization or coalition for campaign purposes, duly
reported to the Commission, shall not be subjéct.to the payment

of ?ny gift tax. '(Sec. 101, BP 881)

' SEC. [142] 143. Persons authorized to incur election

l|lexpenditures. - Only the candidate, treasurer of a political

as

party, or any person authorized by them shall incur election

expenditures, which shall be considered as expenditures of suéh
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candidate or ﬁblﬁﬁicééjgﬂIEYp b Tl e ce oy Ton o;;-fz,,Q‘;;}

. The authority to, incur,expenditures shallﬂhefiﬁ?ﬁriting,
eop; ofryp%ep;epa}}ﬁhe.runpispegﬁthe_COmmissioh signed by the
oeodidate or treasurer of the party, and shallvstateﬁthe“fuil

name and exact addreso .of . the person so: designated -and the

.maxlmum amount of expenp;tures 80 _.authorized. : (Sec.-'103, “BP’ 881)

[ . SBC. [143] 144, mummmmm
It shall be the duty and responsibility of every candidate,

_[treasurer of a political party, or any . person: acting under the;r

‘.authori,.t'lyr 'It-O:mv o L r Fopoap 2t ow CEes SR | .
| t(12] _(A) 1Issue.a receipt for every'cbntribution—received-
. [(2)) _(B) ..Obtaip, and keep.a; receipt stating the

part1cu1ars of every expenditure made; - .. : -
__L(?)]: (C). Keep.detailed, full and. accurate records of all

_contribotions"regerved.and expenditures incurred- or caused to be

incurred by them;. R T

. [(4)] (D). Preserve the recordshof contribitions and
expendltures, together with .all: pertlnent documrents, - for at least
three (3) years after the election, .and produce such records and
documents upon order by,the}CQmmxsslon or 1ts.du1y—authbr1zeq
representatlve. o

Failure to preserve such records or documentsishall he
deemed prrmaﬁfacle evidence,of.violation of the provisions of
this Article._‘_ (Sec. 106, BP 881) S en

\.

. [144].. mmumummmm;mg ‘
Every candidate shall, within thirty (30): days after the day of;

the election, [and during regular office hours,] file DURIKG

|REGULAR OFFICE HOURS ipn duplicate personaily or -through his

| representative with the, same office of the:éommissiooiyhere he

filed his certificate of candidacy, the full, true-and’itemized

|statement of all contributions and expenditures: in:connection’
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w1th the election.

_The state-ent of contributions and. expenditures of
treasu;e;s‘of-political,parties,shall be filed by the. treasurers
personally or through their duly-authorized representatives with
tﬁe law department of theTCDmmiasion,in uaﬁilau o

The regjonal election djrector, provimcial election
supervisor and city or municipal election officer shall keep
duplicate copieezofeellﬂthe gtatements filed with them, and,
ﬁithin ten (IO)Hdays'ingi the last'day for.filing of the
statehent, send the original cgpies thereof to the:r law department
of the Commission by registered mail. (Sec. 107, BP 881)

SEC. [145].145. Yorm and contents of atatement. - The

,stntlnent of contributions and expenditures shall be in sxiting,

S“bscrlbei.and sworn to by the candidate or the treasurer of the

| party, and shall be complete as of the date of filing. It shall

state'
(1)) (&) ‘Theweqeun; of .every contribution, date of
receipt Fhétﬁof. and full name and exact address of the

r~

qontri?utpr; i o . - _
f(2)] (B) the amount of eVefy'g;pquiture, the date and
purpose thereof, and full name and e#qg;“address-of the payee;

£(3)1 (C) Ay unpaid obligation, its nature and amount,

amithermmecnfthecnmﬂiunn and

[(4)] - (D) guch other'partieelers”yhich the Commission may
require. (Sec. 109, ®P 881) |

Iif the total cOntributions or expenditures reported in the

' ntatement exceed fifty thousand (P50,000) pesos, the CORRECTNESS

OF THE Stak\ment shall be certified [correct] by an ipdependent

SEC. [146] 1‘% Btfact of failuze ta nhmm
person elected to any Pﬂblic office shall enter. qun.the dities

certlf::.ed public hqqountant. (New)
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of his office unless he and his p011t1ca1 party, if any, haVe
rf11ed the. stateqent of contr;putlons end expenditures herein
required, as certified by the officer with whom BPch:StﬁFements

,.‘ e

N f The persaon admxnieter1ng,the oath of office ehall hefore

requlred statement, attested to. Qy the officer with vhon such

etetement-was filed. = Failure to requlre such certiflcatlon.

-nhefore administertng the oath; of office shall constitute an elec—f

i LA

Ition offense. b : R '
' The city.or: annicipal electiqn officer shall within f1ve’
(5) daya from-‘the date of;the”elegtioe, adgiee’in V¥4t¥&§JuPY_

his jurisdiction:ta file their etatenents of contributlone and

CEl

.expendltures.
‘. Rxcept candidates for eleetive barangay - office, fellure to .

|£file the statenent{efycontributions and: expenditures. as required

shell constitute an administrative offense for which the offender
shEIL'pay a: fine ranging from .one theusandy£P1,000),pebes.to
‘-hirty thousand (P30, 000) pesos, in the :discretion of the

O

.ucammlseion : ; 7 o S

Within thirty (30) dQays fron-reeeipt of notice‘of suchL
i'failure, the candidete ehall pay the fine and:file the requlred
statement . . e SE TG

tetenentashall be given due course. & u:i: ... ae
Any cand1date wvho fails to pay the finazand f11e the re-
c nired b&ﬁiement within the prescribed pEtidi‘for a second time

s hall bBeiséibject to perpetual disqualification to hold public

administering such ocath to an elected public officer, require the
latter ‘to. furnigh: him with a certificatien that he hes filed the

personal delivery or regiaterednlail,-EIJ candidates rggiding'in

-uohgertificate:ofmcandidacywfiled;hq)any-pereon who has i
;ireviouawy tailedmto'payfthe administrative. fine and file the.
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office. (Sec. 14, RA 7166)-

SEC. [147] 148. Presexvation and inspection of statesents. -
All statements of contributions and expenditures shall be kept
and preserved at the office where they are filed and cbnstitute
part of its public records for three (3) years after the election
to which they pertain. They shall not be removed therefrom
except upon order of the Commission or of a competent court and
shall, during regqular 6ffice hours, be open to inspection by thg
public. The officet~in-charge of such office shall, [on] UPON
éemand, furnish certified copies of any statément [upon] AFTER
payment of the fee prescribed in this: Code. (Seé.lilo, BP 881)

SEC.  [148] 149. Beport of contractor and business firms. -

Every person or firm-to whom any electoral expenditure is made

shall, within thirty (30) days after the day of the election,

:f11e with the Commission a- report ‘setting forth the full name,

tax 1dent1ficat10n number and exact address of the candidate,

J|treasurer of political party and any other person incurring such

expenditures, the nature, purpose, date and amount thereof, and
such other particulars as the Commission may require. The report
shall be signed and sworn to by the supplier or contractor, or,

gn the case of a business firm orAassociation, by its president,

;generai manager, or other equivalent officer.

It shall be the duty of suéh person or firm to whom an

flelectoral expenditure is made to require every agent of a

candidate or treasurer of political party to present written
authority to incur election éxpénditures in behalf of such
candidate or treasurer, and to preserve and keep at its place of
business, subject to inspection by the Cbmmission or its
authorized representatives, copies of such written authority,
contracts, vouchers, invoices an& other records and documents

relative to said expenditures for a period of three (3) years
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after the date of the election to which they pertain.

. It shall be-unlawful for  any suppliér,‘contractor or
business firm to enter into any‘cohtréct“iﬁvolving eYection
expenditures with réﬁresentativéé of candidates or poiitical

lparties without such written authority. (seE. 112, BP 881j
1] : .
ARTICLE V. PRE-ELECTION ACTIVIYIES

A." REGISTRATION OF VOTERS

[142] 150. Dafinition. —-As used in this Code:

[(1)] (A)' “Registration" refers to the act of
acco&plishing a sworn application for registratidﬁ by é auhiifieﬁ
voter before the election officer of the.city or muniéipality
whereln he ‘resides’ and the inclusion of the same in the " book of
vaters upon its approval by the electlon reglstratlon hoard..

“{(2)] “(B). “Registration ‘record"” refers to an appllcation.
for registration duly approved by the election registratlon
board. | '

[(3)] (c) '"Book of voters" refers to the compllatlon of

Alall registration records in a precinct.

{(4)] (p) "List‘of voters" fefers‘to ﬁn enumeration of |
naixea of registered voters in a precinct. A

£{5)] (B} "Illiterate" or "disabled" person refers to one
wheo cannot BY-HIMSELP prepare [his ownl AR applicaﬁion for
ragistration. (Hew)

snt.’laso] 151. Permanent lint of voters. — There shall be a
permanént list of voters in each city or ﬁunicipalitj cbﬁsisting
of all approved applications fof régistrétion of thezcity or

ounicipality, with such additions, cancellatidns and corrections

as may be herein authorized.

i




10
11

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
‘.,20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Page 79

The voter's registration records contained in the precinct
books of voters used in the May 11, 1992 natioﬁal and local
elections and in the March 25, 1993-elections in the Autonomous
Redgion in Muslim Mindanao[,] shall be considered as the permanent

list of voters in [each] THE:  city or muniéipality CONCERNED.

(Sec. 98, RA 6388)

However, shbuld the Commission find it necessary, IT MAY
CONDUCT a genefal registration of voters [shall be'coﬁducted].
(New)

SEC. [151] 152. Continuing system of registration of voters.
- Registration of voters shall be conducted dailf in the office
of the election officer during REGULAR office hours. To
facilitate the ° filing of applications for registration, the

election officer may hold office in - any district, barangay or

isitio within his jurisdiction, subject to the rules and

-

regulations promulgated by the Commission. No registration shall,
however, be conducted ninety (90) days before a regular election
and sixty (60) days before a special election. (Sec. 79, 1978.
EC) o A
 SEC. - [152]. Registration of voters. - A qualified voter
must  be registered in the permanent list of voters of the city
or municipality wherein he resides to be able to vote in any
election. To register as a voter, he shall personally accomplish
an application for registration in triplicate before the election
officer on ény.date'after having acqﬁired the qualifications of a
voter. (Sec. 109, RA 6388)
" The application shall contain the following data:

[(1)]  (A) Name, surname and middle name and/or maternal
surname; |

[(2)] (B) sex, date ané place of birth;

[(3)] (C) citizenship;
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[(4)) (D) .cCcivil staius; if married, the namérof the
spouse; | |

[kﬁ)]‘ (E) Profession, occupation or work; o _?

t(ﬁ)] (F) ‘Periods of residence,in‘ghe Ph;%ippines and in
the place of reglstratlon,' | ‘ B . ‘ ' i
[(7)] (G6) Exact address w1th the name of the street and-
house number or in case there is nonz, a hrief'descrlptlon of the

place of residence and his barangay and sitio,

————

[(8)] (H) A staterent that e possesses the qualiflcations'
and none of the disqualifications of a voter;

[(s)] (I) A statement that the appligant‘ia not a

reglstered voter of any prec1nc1 '

[(10)] (J) Such information or data as may be required by
the Coxmission.

The application for registration shall be under oath and.
“éontain three (3) specimen SIG§§TURBS of the applicant{'s signaé
ture amd}, clear and legible prints of all his fingers, and ﬁé
accompanied by four (4) 1dent‘fication-sized copies of the latest
photogranh to be taken at the expense of the Commission.
~Before the upplicont aﬂcomplishes his appllcatlon for
“Fegistration, the election officer shall inform him of the_
qualifications ant disqualifications prescribed by law for a
ioterJ and thereaft.r see to it that the accomplished appli-ation
contzins all the dafa therein required and that the applacant s‘
specynen signatures, flngarprints and photographs are Jroperly:
gffixed in all copies of the voter's application. (Ser. 110, RB?
'63s8) o .'{

azc. [153] 154. Who pAy xegister. - a1l citizens -of the
Philippinf: not ctherwise disqqalified by law, who are at leasi
eighieen {18) years of age, and who shall Qave.résided‘in the

Philippines for at léast one (1) year and in the place wherein
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they propose to vote, for at least six (6) months 1m iediately

preced1ng the electlon may reglster as A voter[s]

tw §

The follow1ng shall be allowed to reglster, if quetlfled-

[(1)] (A) ‘Thoge vwho faxled to reglster in prevlous

1

\r E ‘.'. s b

[(2)] (B) Any person, who may not have, on -he day of

"reglstrat1on, the age or perlod of re51dence requ1reﬂ but who,

lon the day of the election, shall possess such quallf atxons-

[(3)] (C) Any person whose reglstratlon has becn cancelled

‘ Lt

on ‘the ground of d1squa11f1catlon and such dlsquallflcatlon has
subsequently ‘been 11fted or removed and S

i

[(4)] (D) [A] ANY voter whose reg1stratxon }15 been can-

‘ celled due to fallure to vote in the two (2) success1ve preced1ng

‘

; regular electlons. (Sec. 117, BP 881)

. [154] 155. g__;ggig;;gtigg - A voter reglitered in the

"

'permanent llst of voters need not regxster anew fcr subsequent

elections unless he transfers his rgsldence to arnther c1ty or

mun1c1pa11tyl‘!” C e a o r )
Any person who transfers his’ resldence to 1nother cltv,

munlclpallty or;country solelvubv reason of hlw occupatlon,

ot . 4 N s
[ ' 3 2 L 4

profe531on, employment 1n prlvate or pub11c servic.2 2; educat10na1

'act1v1t1es, work ‘in m111tary or naval reservatlcms w1th1n the

»

Phlllpplnes serV1ce in the Ph111pp1ne Army Havy, Alr Force, the
i g
FWational Pol1ce Forces, or conflnement or detentlon.ln government

1nﬂt1tutlons in accordance w1th law, shall ROT be -deemed [not] to

-

have lost h1s orlglnal re31dence. (Sec. 125 BP £181)

SRC. [1551 156. l_litgr_ts or Qigehl__ sapligsnts- - The
anpllcatlon for reg1stratlon of an 1111terate or physlcally
dlsabled person may be’ prepared by any relat1ve w1th1n the fourth
civil’ degree ‘of consangulnlty or affinlty or by the electlon

offlcer in accordance w1th the data supplled hW'the applicant.

. [T » -
r .oy . .‘J.. . : s
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The fact of illiteracf or disahility shall be:so,iq@ieated‘
in the appllcatlon._ (Sec. 127, BP 881) _ .A; | , -
SEC. [1561 157. Rlection xegistration boaxd. - There shallf
be in each CItY and municipality as many electzon‘registration.
boards as there are. election offlcers thereln.

i . )

The board shall be composed. of the election officer as
‘E

che1rman, and as members, the most senlor public school official
B! _

and a citlzen of known probity, competence and 1mpart1a11ty, to

be nomlnated by the citizens' arm of the Comm1331on, if any, or

civ1c organlzations collectively, who shall be appoxnted by the

Commiss1on. In case the most sen1or publlc school off1c1a1 is

rank1ng quallfled publlc school offlcial may be .appointed in hlS
stead. _
: The board shall meet durlng offlce hours every last Monday
of each month- Prov1ded That the Comm1351on may require a board
to -eet more often as the exigencies of its duties may require.
(Sec. 105, RA 6388) |

. [157] 158. mmmmmm
HITH THE EXCEPTION OP THE ELECTION OFFICER EACH HEHBER OF THE
BOARD SHALL'BE ENTITLED TO AN HONORARIUM OF ONE HUNDRED PESOS FOR -

EACH DAY Of ACTUAL SERVICE IR THE BOARD, BUT SHALL NOT BE

| ENTITLED T0 TRAVELuING EXPENSES. (NEW)

SEC. [158] 159. Notice and hee_;hs of ennligesegg - Upon
receipt of [the] AN 'appllcatlon for registration, the election
offlcer shall set 1t for hear1ng, notice of which shall be posted
1n the cxty or mun1c1pa1 bullet1n board and in hls office for at

Lt

least three (3) days before the hearing, and furnish copies.

: thereof to THE heads - or representatlves of“registered political |

par+1es in the city or municipality. On the date of the hearing,

the election officer shall receive such evidence as may be

d1squa11f1ed due to relatlonshlp to any candidate, the next I
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submitted for or .against the applicant.  (Sec. 111, RA 6388)
.. SEC.. [159] 160. Challenge of right to register. - Any voter,
éandidate. or representative of a registered political party may

'éﬁﬁllenge in-writing any application for registration, stating:

. +| the ;grounds. ;hg;efor. mhe;challenge'shall=be~undér“datﬁ’and

[(shall] be.attached to the application,: together with- prboﬁnof

|
.7jnatice to the,challenger and the appllcant. (SQCu‘112§tRA 6388)

.-‘.

SEC. [160] 161. Power ;aladniaigtgz oath: and issue annlnhg

o For .purposes.of. datermlning the :right of. applicants to’ be
|registered as voters,. the -election offlcer shall'have the power

fto admlnls;grioath -issue. subpoenakE {and subpoena- ances tecum ]

. |AND ;swear- in witnesses{, and cogpelrwltnesses»tovappear-apd

%vyéstify]t‘iThgafeas:and:expenses incidental  thereto shall: be paid

inwadvapceebyythqﬁ-pgrtyﬂin}whose,behalfwthe:summbns is" issued.

(Sec.. 140, RA: 6388, ‘Amended) » C g S S

applications;for registration filed, together with’'thé evidence
received in“cpnnectionathéigwith:xnrhe*board shall, by majority
: Upon .approval, the election officer shall:‘issue ‘the
.cque§pgndiﬁg¢identificationﬂcard.to the registered wvoter. - “If

the board disapproves the apﬁlication, the “applicant shalTQbe

Jifurnished with a, certificate of :disapproval stating the ground

therefor.., The decision of ithe.board;shall become final fivé: (5)
days.after its.promulgation.:” (Sec. 111, RA -6388) -

A4 . +SEC. 163. . PUBLICATION QF ACTION'ON APPLICATION FQR

REGISTRATION. -~ WITHIN TWO (2) DAYS: FROM APPROVAL‘OR‘DISAPPRthh

|oF AN APPLICATION, THE BOARD: SHALL POST A NOTICE IN THE CITY OR

MUNICIPAL .HALL .AND..IN THE.OFFICE OF THE ELEquon,dprlcn*STATIue

THE EAME, AND ADDRESS -OF THE: APPLICANT, THE DATE OF THE

ah Vs : . T R




Page 84

REGISTERBD MAIL - OR SPECIAL‘DELIVERY TO THE HEADS OR

_,uunlcrnALxrz.. (SEC. 113, RA 6388)

't sEc. [162] 164. Preservation of votera' registration

racords. - The election officer shall compile his copies of the

approved applications for registration and arrange the same
alphnbetically by precinct in the books of voters. He shall
preserve said hooks of voters to ensure its integrity. the other

125 ‘RA 6388)
provincial central file consisting of the duplicate copies of all

province. It shall be under the custody of thoiprovincial

election supervisor and shall be compiled alphabetically by
precinct. (Sec. 91, 1978 Ec)

‘ Should the books of voters in the custody of the election
officer be lost or destroyed at a time so close to election day
that there is no time to reconstitute the same, the corresponding
books of voters in the provincial file shall be used during the

voting. (Sec. 130, BP 881)

SEC. [164] 166. National cnntrnl file. - There shall be a
national central file under the custody of the Commission in
Hanila conoisting of a compilation of the third‘copies of all

approved voters' registration records (Sec 92, 1978 EC)

APPLICATION AND THE ACTION TAKEN THEREOR PERSONALLY, BY

RBPRBSBNTATIVES OF REGISTERED POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE CITY OR |

two (2) copies of the- registration records shall be sent to the
fdt!ino. of the provincial and national central files within three:

(3) days after the approval by the board becomes final. (SGc.‘

sEc. [163] 165. Provincial gnn;;nl £ile. - There shall be a"

registration records in each city and municipality in the

[BEC. 165. Pmblication ni action on annlisatihn inr_
'“rggintrntion - Within two (2) days from approval or disapproval‘
f{of an aprllcation. the board shall post a notice in the City or
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municipal [buildinjj HALL and in the office of the election
officer stating ‘the name and address'of the appiicant, the date

of the application and the action taken thereon. The election

Jlofficer shalvaQQVe a cbpyuthéreofd{by];ﬁérSHHafLY,_BY [dr]-

registered MAIL OR special aérivery’tdithe heads pf
representatives of'registered political parties in the'éit}fbr
municipality. (Sec. 113, RA 6338)] |
SEC. [166] 167. Yoter's iﬂgggiﬁigggigg card. - The voter?a
idgntificatiOn.Card issued~tq the registered voter shall be
considere& {as] a document for ﬁis identification. No duplicate
copy thereof. shall be issued [excépt] TO ANY PERSON OTHER THAN
THE REGISTERED VOTFR AND ORLY upon authority of the Commission.

The .identification card shall bear the name and address of

lthe voter,'his date of birth, 8ex, civil status, odcupation,

phqtograph, thumbmark, the city :or municipality and ndmber_ of
the precinct where he is registered, his signature, voter's
serial number, and tﬁe.signature of the chairman of the- €lection
registration board.. (Sec. i29, RA 6388, Amended; Sec. '129, BP
es1), . . . e -

SEC. [167] 168. Change of residence te amother 'city or
napricipality. ~ Any registered voter who ha¥® transferred
residence to énothén»ciﬁy or municipalify may register as a voter

in his ney residence after applying for the cancellation of his

previoug  registration with the election bfficer of his new
residence. (Sec. 119, .RA 6388) : - .o

SEC...[168] 169.,Change of ‘addxess in the same city or
mmicinality. - ,Any voter who has changed his address in the same

|eity of municipality shall immediately notify the eleé¢tion

orficer THERBOF in’ uxiting. If the change of address involves a
?haqge;in precingtt the board shall transfer his-régisiration

record to the precipct book of voters of hi§ new precinct and
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notify.the voter of his new precinct. A11 chanqes of address

shall be reported to the offlres of the prov1nc1a1 and nat10na1

. 1' e
LY

SEC. [169] 170. Cancellation of :ssin;:etxnn - The hoard

shall cancel the registretion and remove the registration records

central f11es. (Sec. 87, 197¢ EC]) ‘ 5{

of the follow1ng persons frcm the corresponding precinct books of
voters and place the same 1n the inactive fi'e after enterlng
thereln the cause or causes of cancellation:

(1) Those who have iied as cert1f1ed to hy the 1oce1 c1v11
registrar; ) .

(2) Those who wer : sentenced by f1na1 judgment to suffer
imprisonment of not less than one (1) year or found guilty of
hav1ng violated their allegiance to the Republlc of the
Ph111pp1nes as certified to by the clerks of court 0? THB
HETROPOLITAH AND REGIOQBL TRIAL COURTS, and

f (3) Those who did not vote in the two (2) suocesS;ve
preced1ng reqgular el¢:ctions as shown by their vot1ng records
% For this purpo:se, the local civil registrar in the 1ty or

municipality and the:clerks‘of-court of the metropolitam [trial

courts} and regicaal trial courts shall furnish the election

officer concegned at the end of each month a certified llSt of

persons with t'aeir addresses, who have d1ed or have been

_sentenced by: final judgment to suffer 1mprlsonment ef rot less

than one (1) ‘rear or found guilty of having violated their

allegiance to the Republic of the Philippines.

The elec':ion officer shall post in the bulletin board of his

office a list. of those persons vhose registration was cancelled

and the reas ns therefor, and furnish copies the;sof.to.the local
heeds of_politjcal'pifties, the national and provincia1 central

files, and the persons concerned or the Jmmediate members of

their fami':ies. USec. 117, RA 6388, Amended; Sec. 123, BP 881)

¥
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_SEC. [170] 171. Prepaxation apd publication of tha certified
;jg; of gggg;g - The board shall prepare a certif1ed.list of
| voters [thirty (30)] FORTY FIVE (45) days Sefore a regular
llelection 'ang [fifteen (15)] THIRTY (30) days before q_spécial
gléction and furnish copies thereof to the provincial and
}_ national central files. [Upon payment of fees as fixed by the | - P
| Commission, the c]Candidates and heads of registered political
partie§~may also be furnished copies thereof UPON PAYMENT OF FEES
AS FIKED BY THE COMMISSION. Any LIST THE ENTRIES OF WHICH ARE
changeD or [correction] CORRECTRD [in the said:1list] shall be
distributed in the same manner as a supplementary list. '
B 'rhgtbéardtshall'algo furnish two (2) ceftified copies of
said'iistléﬁﬂvotgrs, including the supplementary list; if any, to

the board'of:election inspectors for posting in the polling
P}ace.and for its use on election day. (Sec. 113, RA 6388,
hnended; Sec. 135, BP 881, Amended) T '
sEc. [171] 172. gsnu.ng._gi precinct book of voters. - the
board shall, [twenty (20)] TEH‘(loyxdayé before é regular
election and [ten (10)].FI§E (5) days-before a special electioﬁ,
'sggl all precinct books of voters and cértify [as] td the
icorpleteness of the registration records for: each precinct. All
qand;datesg watchers of registered; political parties and members
qf“;he hoard of election inépectors shall have the right to be
. presenf dqring the sgalihg of the-pfecinct books of voters and
to vetifghgggig contents before the books are closed and sealed.
The elect;op officer shall deliver the sealed precinct hook'off
flvoters to the chairman of the board:of election inspectoré when
-the latter secures 1ts o6fficial ballots and other paraphernalia
for election day. (Sec. 118, RA 6388, Amended) .
aEc. [272] 173. Jurisdiction in inclugion and exclusion
Z»reg. — The municipal and metropolitan trial-;ourta shall have |
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original. and exclusive jurisdictioh over all cases of inclusion
and exclusion of voters in their respective cities or

mun1c1pa11t1es.= Decisions of the municipal or metropdlitan trial

lcourts may be appealed by the aggrieved party to the regional

trial court- within five (5) days from_receipt of notlce‘
thereof; otherwise, said decision shall become final andl
executﬁry. The regional trial court shall decide the appeali
within ten (10) days from the time [the appeal] IT is received

and its decision shall be immediately final and executory. No°

{jmotion for reconside:ation shall be entertained. (Sec. 138, BP

SEC. [173] 174. Petition for inclusion of voters in th'
1;;_._— Any person whose applicatlon for registration has heen‘
disapproved by the board or whose name has been stricken out from,

the list may.file with the court at any time except [tuenty—five

patltlon to include his name in the permanent list of voters of

‘lhis precinct. It shall be supported by a copy of the disapproval

of his appllcatlon and proof of service of notice of his petit1on

'[upon] TO the board. The petition shall be -decided withln

fiftenn (15) days after ITS filing.
If the decision is for the 1nc1u31on of the voter in the,
I
permanent list of voters, the board shall activate the appllca-

corresponding precinct bodk of votets. (Sec. 139, BP B81)

(25)] PORTY (40) days before a regular or special election, a'

tion for registration previously disapproved by entering there_rf

ﬁhe order of .inclusion and placing the said application in the

SEC. [174] 175. Yoters excluded through' insdvertemce x-
registercd with an erroneous or misspelled pame. - Any registe:ed
Goter wvho has not been included in the precinct list of v ::ers
or whn has been included therein with a wrong or misspelled Eaameg

may file with the board an application for reinstatement oréi
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correction of name. If it is denied or not acted upon, he ney
file ‘'on any date with the proper municzpel or metropol1tan trial
court a petition for an order directlng that his name be entered

or corrected in the list. He ehall attach to the pet1t1qn a

“-certified copy of his registratioolrecord or identificationhcard

or the entry of his name in the. list of votere used in the

preceding’ electlon, tngether with proof that his application was

"“denied ‘or not acted upon by the board and that he has served‘
“notice thereof [upon] TO the hoard. (Sec 140 BP 881) : ‘

SEC. [175] 176. nhanaa ni nnln nt :nsil:grnﬂ yvyoter. - Any

' régistered voter ihose'nane hae heen changed by reasoe of

marrlage or by virtue of a court order may file an application
W1th ‘the board asking that his OR HER name be changed accordlngly
%p the list of voters. (Sec. 141 BP 881) :

sEC. [176] 177. Petition for exclusion of votexs £rom- the
1ist. - Any registered‘voter;‘repreeentetive of a registered
pblltical party, or the electxon officer in the city or

municlpallty may, at any time except [twanty-five (25)] FORTY

"(40) days before a regular or special elcction, file with the

court a sworn petition for the exp&nsion of a voter’ from the
permanent list of voters, giving,the name, address and PrECiRCt
lof the challenged voter and citlng as ground that he is either
dlsquallfied from registerlng as a voter or 1s 111ega11y
registered. fThe pet1t10n shall be accompenied by proof of notice
to the board and the chellenged voter and shall be decided within
ten (10) days from f111ng.

If ‘the decision Is for the exclusion of the voter from the
list, the board shall, upon receipt of the f1na1 decision, remove
the voter 8- reglstretion record from the correspondxng hook of

voters, enter the order of exclusion therein, and thereafter

place the record in the indctive file. (Sec. 137, RA 6388)

| - B
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.BEC. [177] 178. Common rules guverning jndicial proceedingn
an Xbe nmattor of inﬁlnainn exclusion gng nn:xsst&na nt naman nx
.ggggza. - [(1)] (A) Petitions for inclusion, exclusion, or

.correction of names .of voters shall be filed during regnlar

office hours. _ '

| [(2)] (g) Notice of the place;-day and hour of the hearing
of the petition shall be served upon the.members of the board and
the challenged voter at least ten (10) days prior thereto.
Service of such notice may-he made by sending .a .copy ‘thereof hy
personal delivery, by .leaving it in the possession of a person of
sufficient discretion in the residence of the said person, or hy
lregistgrgg.pailf should the foregoing procedure be not
graéticéble,‘the notice .shall be posted in a conspicuous place in

the city or munig;pq; hall and in two (2) other comspicuous

.‘plggps within the city or mumnicipality. L e

(€31 _(C) A_petition.shgll refer to only -one (1)-precinct

-' [(4)1 (D) Ko costs shall be assesged against any party 1n

ﬁhgse proceédings. gpggggr, if theecourt should be satisfied

that the ﬁpplication hag bean filed solely to: harass the adverse

'party and cause him to incur expehses, it .shall order the 

culpable party to pay the costs and incidantnlnexpensés.
'__.[(5)]' (E) Any voter, cendidate, or political party who may

ibe affected by the proceedings nay intervene and preseat his

evidence. ' |

[(5)] (®) Ihe\decision shall be based on the evidencs

‘pre*ented and in npo case he randered upon a stipulntiOn <t facts.

If the quest;gn ia whether or net the voter is real or
fictitious, his non-appearance on the day set for hearing shall‘
be prima facie evidggceAth;t-the.Challengéd qotér is fictitious.

[(7)] (G) fThe petition shall be heard and decided without
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delay. The decision shall be rendered within six (6) hours after
the hearing and within ten (10) days from the date of its filing

in court. Cases-appealed to the regional trial court shall be

“lldecided within ten (10) days froin receipt of the appeal. 1In all

cases, the court shall decide these petitions not later than the
déy before the election and the decision rendered thereon shall
be immediately final and executory. (Secs. 139 and 143, BP 881)

SEC. [178] 179. Verification of registered voters. - Subject
to the rules and requlations promulgated by the Commission, the
election officer shall, in order to preserve the integrity of the
permanent lists of voters, conduct verification of the registered
voters of any barangay by mail, house-to-house canvass, or aerial
survey. (Sec. 144, BP 881)

SEC. [179] 180. Agng;ggg; of book gof voters. - The

Commission shall, upon verified petition of any voter or election

liofficer or 'duly-registered political party, and after notice and

hearing, annul any book of votéré that is not prepared in

-jaccordance with this Code; or was frepared through fraud,

“libribery, forgery, impersonation, intimidation, force, or any

2

otﬁér-siﬁilar irregularity:‘or which contains data that are
statistically improbable. No order, ruling or decision annulling
a book.of voters shall be executed within sixty (60) déys before
an election. (Sec. 98, 1978 EC; Sec. 145, BP 881)

SEC. [1801 181. Recongtitution of lost or destroyed

“|registxation records. - The Commission shall reconstitute all

registration records which have been lost or destroyed by using
the corresponding copies of the provincial or national central
files. 1If this is not feasible, the registered voters concerned
shall be summoned by the election officer to reconstitate their
records by accomplishing a new application. Beconstituted forms

shall be clearly marked with the word "RECONSTITUTED".
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It shall be the duty of the election officer to immediately

report to the Commission any case of loss or destruction 6:

registration records in his custody.
'The reconstitution of any lost or destroyed_reg;stratioo:

records shall not affect the criminal liability of any person who-

may be responsible for such loss or destruction. (Sec..99, 1978

.EC, Sec. 146, BP 881) - S
_A . [181] 162. Examination of fegistration records. - ALl
registration records in the possession of the election officer,
the provincial election supervisor, and the Connission shall

dnring regular office hours, be open to exanination hy the public

for legitimate inquiries on election-related natters.

| Law enforcement agencies may, upon prior authorization and
gubject to regulations_proeulgated by the COMHJBSion, have acoessA
to said registration records should the same be necessary to, and
in 21 of, their investigative functions and duties. (Sec. 100,
1978 BC; Sec. 147, BP 881)

: [182] 18es3. cnmantnrxaatinn nr the perranant list of
yoterxn. - The Commission shall‘comppterize the [permanent] lists.

|of voters natiomwide INTO A PERMANENT LIST and assign a permanent

serial nuzter to every registered voter in the [pernonent] list
hy city .or mnniclpallty and province.;
The computer prlntouta of the list of voters duly certlfied'

[te] by the electron registration board [are] CONSTITUTE official

documents and shall Le used solely for electicn-related

purpcses. (Kav)
B. PRECINCTS AND POLLING PLACES —

, @mc {1327 134. ng;;g;;;ggg, - DS used in this Code:

[(1)] (n) "Precinct” refers to the nnit of territory
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established by the Commission for the purpose of voting. (Sec.
149, BP 881) |

. [(2)] (B) "Polling place" refers to the place where the

.||poard of election inspectors conducts its proceedings and where

the voters cast their votes. {Sec. 152, BP 881)

[(3)] - (C) "voting center" refers to*thé bpilding or place
where polling plac;s are located. ' (New)

SEC. [184] 185. Precincts apd their establishment. - Every

Farangay shall have at least one (1) precinct. -

The precincts established in the preceding reqular elecfiqp
shail be maintained, but ‘the Commission may, when necessary,
abolish them or introduce adjustments, changes or new divisions.
Unless authorized by the Commission, ‘no territory comprising an
election precinct shall be altered or a new precinct established
within forty-five (45) days before a regular election and thirty
-(30) .days before a special election or pléhiscite. (Sec. 149, BP
881) -

"SEC. [185] 186. Arrangement of precinct. - [(1)] (A) As far
as practicable, each precinct shall have not more than' three
hundred (300) voters and shall comprise contiguous'and?compacﬁ
territory. However, gn.island or group of: islands with less
than three hundred (300) voters may constitute a precinct.

An island or group of islands having one hundred and-fifty
{(150) or more voters shall cdnstitute a precinct.

- f(2)] (B) wWhere a precinct has more than three hundred
(300) votefs, the Commission shall, in the interest of orderly
elections, and to facilitate the casting of ‘votes, dividé,'&djusf
or split a precinct not later than thirty (30) days after the
last day of registration of voters. . The division or splitting
shall be by territory or by alphabetical arrangement of the names

of the voters equitably among the precincts. -
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The polling place of all the precincts created thereby shall

be located in the same building or compound where the\pdlling
place of the original precinct was located, and if this be not
feasible, in a place as close .as poasible to the polling place of
the original precinct. However, the polling place of the new
precinct may be located elsewhere upon written petition of the

majority of the voters of the new precinct.

Bvery case.of alteration of a precinct shall be duly pub-

lished by posting a notice thereoftin a conspicuous location in
the precinct, and in the city or municipal hall.
[(3)] (c) vhen a precinct %s_divided.o:_uhenltuo {2) or

{|more precincts are merged, the board shall transfer the

Lregistration records of the voters to the cbrrgspond%gg;p;ecinct

p00k of voters. All alterations of precincts shnll he,feported
?o the national and provincial central files. Voters thereby
affected shall be notified yersonqlly'ér by registered mail of
their new précincts within ten (10) days from such division or
;erger but in no case less‘than fifteen (15) days before an
election. (Sec. 150, BP 881)

SEC. [186] 187. En&ligntinn of ‘city ox gmpicipal maps. - At
leaat ten (10) days hefore a regular election or five (5) days

| before a special election.or plehiacita and until election day,

the election officer shall post in his office ard in the city or
ﬁﬁnicipal hall, a mep of the city or municipality showing its
divigion-into barangays with their raspective boundaries and
indicating all streets and alleféiand the location of each
poilihg place. A map of the baramgay shall likewise be posted
at thé_q°og;of each polfing place. (Sec. 151, BP 881, Ammndeﬁ)
SRC.. [187] 188. Rasienagion of pellirg places. - Thé
location of polling ﬁléces designated in the precéding regular

election shall be maintained. Ho designation of polling places
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shall be ph@gged‘eicept by the Commission, motu proprio or upon

.|written petition of the majority of the voters of the precinct or

ag?eement of all the political parties after hotice andlhearing.
No location shall be changed within sixty (60) days before a
regular election and thirty (30) days before a special election
or plebigcite, except in case the polling place is destroyed or
cannot be used.. (Sec. 153, BP 881)
TheACAmmiséion may, where there is a large number of

illiterate or disabled votefs, designate 'a special polling place

ftdifferent from other polllng places in a voting center or

building. {New) e

In.designaiing polling places, a public building shall be
preferred as voting center. However, where no suitable public
building is available, private school buildings hay be used.
(Sec 155, BP 881, Amended) ' '

SEC. [188] 189. Requirements for polling places. - Each
polling place shall be of suffiqient‘size to comfortabiy
accommodate twenty (20) voters at any one time. Thé polling
place shall be located within the territory of the precinct as
centraliy'as possible with respeét to the residence of the voters
therein and = preferably along a public road. (Sec. 154, BP 881)

SEC. [189] 190. Linitation on the designation of polling
ﬁLﬁEﬁ- - No polling place shall be. located in a public or private
building owned, leased, or occupied by any candidafe or any
person related to any candidate within the fourth civil degree
of consanqguinity or affinity, or hy'any.elected goverﬁment
oéficial or leader.of any political party, group or faction,
nor. in. any bUildiﬁgnor surrounding premises under the actual
control of a p011t1ca1 Powty. (Sec. 155, BP 881) |

SEC- (190] 191. Poster and flaq of pelling place. - There

ghéll be at the_door[pf,eyerywpplling-place on the days that the
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board of election inspectors conducts its proceedings, a poster |
indicating the precinct number. location of the polling place and

‘[ the ' barangay to which it belongs. The Philippine flag shall be
”hoisted in’ front of every. huilding used as voting ‘center. (Sec.

156 BP 881) " o A Ey

'

'ty

C. BOARD OF ELECTION INBPECTONS

SEC. [1911 192. constitution h:"mm of aelaction

:igggggﬁgxn; - At least thirty (30) days before a regular election

or fifteen (15) daYa-hefore a special oléction'Or plebiscite, the
Commission sﬁoli,qdifactly or.through itaLdulyLiutﬁgtized
representatives, constitute a board of election inspectors for

enon“nfecinct to ‘be composed of a chairman and two (2) other
vtr

' members, one of vhom shall be designated as poll clerk. All

members of the board shall be public school teachers, giving

preference to those with permanent appointments. In case the:e

’ are rot enough public school teachera, teachern in privaté

achools,iemployees in the civil service or other citizens of
Xnown probity and competence may be appointed. (Sec. 13, RA
6646) , A ;

. [192] 193. Qgualifications.- To be appointed or to act

Has chairman, member or substitute mefiber of the board, a person

H

t. ) E LoE i " . i

'[(1)] (A) Be of good moral character and irreproacﬁanlo
reputation°“' - ‘ ' o ?
| [(z)} "(B) Be a registered voter within the province; ﬁ

[(3)] (csz'not'n;vé"heen convicted of any . election

‘;__

| offenae or of any other crine punishable by more than gix (6)

i

- s

[(4)] (D) Have no §6hding infornntion for any election

R cL

L Mal e = Y
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offense;
[{(5)] (B) Be able to speak and write English Pilipino or
the local dialect. (Sec. 166, BP 881)

. 193] 194. Dinqualifications. - No person shall serve
as member of the board if he or his spouse is related within the

fourth civil degree of conaanguinity or affinity to any member of
the same board or .to any candidate to be voted for in the
precinct. (Sec. 167, BP 881) |

’ SEC. [194] 195. Oath of members of the board. - The members
pﬁ the board whether permanent, substitute or temporary, shall,
hefore assuming office,-take and sign an oath using the fo;ms
p%escribed by the Commission before an election officer or, in
his absence, hefore any member of the board present, or in case
of the absence of the election officer.and other members of the
h?erd, before eny voter. ¢The ocaths shall be sent immediately to
aéd kept by the election officer. (Sec.';ss,'BP 881)

* BEC. [195] 196. Temporary vacancies. - If, at -the time of
the neetieg of the board, any member is absent, or the office is

still vacant, the members present shalllcall_ upon the- substitute
tg perform the duties of the absent member. In case such

shbstitute cannot ‘be found, the members present shall

-a?point any non-partisan registered voter of the precinct to

teﬁporarily £i11 said vacancy until the absent member appears or
the vacancy is filled. In case there are two (2) members present
they shall act jointly. (Sec. 175, BP 881)

SEC. {196] 197. Temporary designation [by watchexs] QF
YOTERS. - If at the time the board must meet, all the positions
“ie the board are wvgcant, or if not ome {1t} of the appointed_
members shall appear, the watchers present may designate voters
of the polling place to act in the place of said members until

the absentees shall appear or the vacancies are filled. (Sec.
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176, BP 881, Amended)

member or substitite therebf,'whofﬂin*their judgment, hag

; absented’ himself with' intention of obstructing the performance:
. ' ||of duties of the board. (Sec. 177, BP '881)

1 SBC.: {198] 199. mug: and spbstitution of pembears of ﬂm

j board. - The Commission may, for such cause as-it may deternine,

| relieve or'disqualify ‘any member of 'the board from acting as

|qualiftcations’ THEREFOR. (Sec. 170, BP 881) _
| SEC. {199]°200. powers ovd functions of tha board. - “The
: board shall have :the following‘pOWErs and functions: '

[(1)] (Aa) [See to it] ERSURE that the polling place

designated for the precinct is suitable for use on election day;

[(2)] (B) Conduct the voting and counting of votes 1n£'

the designated polling place‘or in any other place authorised by !

the Comaission; d i

-

[{(4)] (D) Perform such other functions prescribed by this
HCOde“or~by‘the rules and regulations progulgated by the
Comminsion [Sec. 168, BP 881]. ' ‘

SEC. [200] 201. Procecdings of bonrd. - The meetings of the
board shall:be public’ and be¢ held in the polling place or any

performance of its duties. (Sec. 172, BP 881)
8EC. [201] 202. Authoxitw af hoaxd within pollipg placa. -

SBC. - [197] 198. Arxest of zhsent memberxs. -~  YThe .member or,
| members of the board present may order the arrest of any other

sﬁch,ﬂandusubstitutelhim with another who possesses the legal

[{(3)] (c) “Act as deputies of the Commission in theg

majority vote without delay,-all-questions which may arise in the

¥

1

supervision and control 6f the election in the polling pﬁace;

: %
.

other place:- authorized by tha Commission. e A
Theﬁboard‘shall“act»through its chairhan, and decide by:
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?he board shall have full authority to hﬁintain order within the
polling piacé and its premises, keep access thereto open and
ﬁnobstructed, and enforce obedience to its lawful orders. If
ﬁny-_persoﬁ"shall réfuse-to obey"laiful orders :of the
board, or shall conduct himself in a disorderly manner in its
presence oOr within its hearing and thereby interrupt or
Qisturb.its proceedings, the board may issue an order in
ériting directing any peace officer to take such person into
%ustody'until the adjournment of-the meeting. Such ﬁrder;
however; shall not be [so] exécuted IN SUCH A HANNER.as to
Iprevent any peréon from exercising his right to vote. The o:der
éhall be executed by any peace officer to whom it may be
leivered, but if none be present, by any other person deputized
ih-writihg-hy.the board. (Sec. 172, BP 881)
‘ _ SEC. [202] 263, Yoting privilege of members of hoard. -
ﬁembers'of the board and their substitutes may vote in the
Polling Place of the precinct where they are assigned provided
Ehey are registered voters within the province, city or
%unicipality vhere they are assigned.. In barangay elections, the
éembefs of the board may votezin-the pollihg place where they
vﬁre assigned. provided it is within-the barangay where they are
registered voters. = The fact that a member of the board voted in
the poliing place where he is not a registered voter shall be
noted in therminutes of the board. (Sec. 169, BP 881)
. SEC. [203] 204. Prohihition against political activity. - No
ﬁemher of the hn~ex shall engage in any partisan political
activity or take part in an election, except to Vote and-discharge
his dutles. (Sec. 173, BP 881) |

SEC. [204] 205. Par diems of boards of elestion inspectors
Anﬂ_gthgx parsonnel. - The chairman and mepﬁers‘of the boards of

glgction inspectors shall each be paid a per diem of two hundred
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(P200) pesos on each.registration or revision. day, -and four

, ihundred . (P400) pesos. on election day.-

and - Sports shall. each receive a per diem of one hundred (9100)
pesos,duringfelection day. Supervisors; principaISfahd-othgr
administrators of the Department of Education, ‘Culture andhspbrés
who may be required by the Commission to perforu -election duty
shall each be entitled a per dzgn :of four hundred (P400) pesos.
Provincial, city and‘municipnl treasurers shall each receive
a per diem of four hundred:(P400) pesos on election‘day. - '
.The above provisions notwithstanding, per diems may be pafd

”in?sych armount as Congress may. provide, upon. recommendation of

||the commission, taking into account 'the.prevailing economic

situation and consumer price and cost of living indice%i"“(Sec;

-
-

14, RA 6646, Sec. 31, RA, 7166) A

.D. UATCHERS

gzc. [205]. 206. nﬁﬁ&;iel watchexs.- Bvery candidate or
“registered political party, organization ‘or coalition shall’ he

llentitled to ore (1) reqular watcher -and one (1) alternate’ in each

polling place .and. canvassing center: Provided,' That,

candidates for the sangguniang panlalawigan, aangguniang
panlungsod, or sangggniang?bayan balonging to the same slate’ or
ticket. shhll. collectivelf,heaentitledftqronly one (1) wﬁtcher.l

’
o

regular watcher. (Ses.. 26, RA 7166)

i

cppoint a uatcher in:every polling place. '’ Other civic,

LSupporg personnel from the Depantment—of‘Education,“Culturé

The alternate;watﬁher shall take over in the"absence of “the
fhe citizens arm of the Commission shall ‘be entitled to | -

re:.-ious, professienal, business, service,;yod{ﬁ’and any othér[

similar orgsmizations, with prior authérity of . the Commis—
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iy

51on, shall be entltled collectlvely to appoint one (1) watcher

1n every p0111ng place. (Sec; 180, BP 881)
SEC.‘[ZOGJ 207. Qualifications.- A person may be app01nted

wateher if he-

[(1)] (A) 1; a qﬁelified ;ofer of tﬁe city or
munlclpallty, i ) S | R

f(2)] (B) 1Is of good reputat1on,

[(3)] (C) Has not been convicted by final judgment of
any election offense or of any other crlme,

{(4)] (D) Is able te read and write P111pino, Engllsh or
aey of the prevalllng local dialects; and v

[(5)] (E) Is not related within the foerth' civil
degree of consapguinity or éffinity to the chaifman or any member.
of fhe board in the polling -place where ﬁe seeks appointment
as watcher. -

No barangay official shall be appointed es_a watcher.
(Sec. 178, BP 881) N

rwszc. [207] 208. Who may ggpg;g;’gn:ghéihi'—'BAEh candidate,

political party, brganization or coalitioﬁ shall designate in
every provxnce er hlghlywurbanlzed city or district in the
metropolitan Hanlla area, a representative authorized to app01nt
watchers and furnish the prov1nc1a1 election superv1sor or the
eity electien'officer the lisﬁ-of such representatives. The
provinciai election supervisor shall furnieh tﬁe municipal
election officers and election officers of component cities with
said list. “ )

In the case of Metropolitan Manila, the EBsignation of the
pefsoes authorized to appoinﬁ watchers shall be filed with the

corresponding city or municipal election officers. (Sec; 178, BP

861)

The appointment_of the watcher shall bear the signature of
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thé candidate or the duly—authoriied representatlve of the

: political party, organization or . coalition vho appointed him.

. 8BCc. [208] 209. Rights and ﬂn&igl of satchexn. - A watcher

: shall, upon entering the polling place, present and deliver to'
R

‘|the chairman of the board his. appointment. His name shall be
flrecorded in the minutes with a notation under his signature that |

/[he is not disqualified as watcher.

The uatchers shall have the right to:

[(1)] (aA) Stay in the space reservgd_fo; them inside the
polling place or_canvnssing;centerf N

[(2)] (B) Witness and inform themselves of the proceedings
of the board; | _

[(3)] (C) Take.notes of what they may see or hear;

[(4))] (D) Photograph the proceedings and inciﬂents, if

((5)] (E) Pile a protest against any irregularity which
they believe may have been committed; |

[(6)] (P) Obtain from the board a certificate as to the
filing of such.protest and the resolution thereon;

[(7)] (G) Have unimpeded view of the ballots during the
counting of votes and of the election returrs and Certificate ek
canvaass during the cpnvassing; '

[(8)]1 .(m) Read the election returns or gertificate of
canvass after they shall have been completed and signed by the
board; and ' '

[(9)] (1) B8Secure ‘a certificate of the numbexr of votes
obtained by the candidates. | .

The watchers shall ‘not converse with any person in a manner
that would distract the proceedings of the board. |

The watchers of the major accreéiteq political party,

organization ox coalition -in the precinct shall affix their

e e

!
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respective signatures and thumbmarks on the ‘election returns. If
any of them is not available,or . is ‘unwilling or refuses to
affix his signature or thumbmark on the election returns, any

ﬁatéher present may be required by the board to do so. (Sec.

|12, RA 6646, Amended) .. v - . -

3 LT - o

ARTICLE VI. ELECTIOM FORMS, SUPPLIES llD‘Elnlfﬂ!I!lLIA
SEC. [209] 210. Official ballots. - [(1)] (A) Official
ballots shall be provided by the Commission.. They shall be of

uniform size and printed on white security paper to be

‘manufactured;WITH SECURITY MARKING S beforeée the election with

[security markings]. Each ballot shall be rectangular in shape.
with stub and detachable coupon containing the serial number of
the ballot, and a space.for the thumbmark of the voter on the
detachablé coupon. - It shall bear .at the top on the middle
portidn‘thereof the coat of arms of the Republic of the
Philippines, the words FOfficial Ballot[“],” the name of the city
or municipality and province, the date of the election, and the

following notice: "Fill out this ballot secretly. Do not put any

'distinqtivetmark on any part of the ballot."

[(2)] (B) The ballot shall contain the offices to be voted
for with sufficient space opposife_or below thé name of each
office ihdicateq by horizontal lines where the voter may write
the names of the candidates to be voted for.

[(3)] (c) FKothing shall be printed at the back of the
ballot. (Sec. 181, BP 881; Sec. 23, RA 7166)

SEC. [210] 211. Election returns. - The election returns
shall be of unifﬁrm size and of such color as may be
geterminéd by the Commission. Copies of reinrns shall be

prepared in the number [as] prescribed in this Code. Each copy
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shall bear the name of the office for which it is intendad The

returns shall be of special kind of paper 80 that the entries on
the flrst.copy:can be clearly reproduced on the cher copies
thereof. -(Sec.- 212, BP 881) |

sec. [211] 212. mamammm
£a3lly paper. — The names of the candidates for 2tesident, Vice-
President and Senatbr ande'whenever practicable, those of thé'
candidates for other offices, shall be printed in the election
returns ‘and tally paper. :Each name shall be followed by é
nickname or stage name as indicated in hip certificatg og
candidacy. . (8ec. 4, RA 6646)

~ SEC. [212] 213. printing of official ballots, election
Eﬂzﬂ#aé aaﬂ gertificates of canvass. - The official ballots,
election returns and cértificates_of canvass shall be printed
upon orders of the Commission and under its ‘exclusive gsupervision
and control. The COmﬁiasibn shall determine and provide the
necessary security measures in the printing, storage anq
distribution thereof. o

The official hallots and election returns shall be nunbered.
consecutively beginning with No. "1“~in.each city or
municipality;-bear the name of the city or municipality in which.
they are to be used; and be’ printed éh far. as practicable, in one
(1) continuous process. o '

The Rational Pr;nting-Office shall be preferred in the
priﬁting of official ballots, election returns and
certificates of canvass. However, if the Copnission determines
upon certification by said Office that it does not have the
copability to print said forms in the manner ‘provided and within .
the time frame set due to the dnavailnbility of'gdeqnate

facilities and equipment, the Commission may aﬁar& the printing .

of said forms to other capable and reputable printers through
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1 “public biading. .
2 The natlonal Prlntlng Ooffice or any duly-authorized prlvate
3 prlnter shall not suh—contract a351gn, sublet or transfer,

4 'partlally or wholly, d1rect1y or indirectly, the printing of sa1d

A

5 forms (Sec. 163 19?1 EC Sec. 129, 1978 BC) N
6 L szc. [213] 214. ggu.j;;gg gg nxjn;;ng - rhe COmmission

:shall const1tute a commlttee on printing composed of a

comm1331oner of the COmmisslon as Chairman and three (3) members -

9; : from the Comm1531on, the Commission on Audlt and the printer,

10 | respectlvely.

iyt .y

-

11 The maJor polit1ca1 parties fie1d1ng candidates in the
iz electlon and the c1tzzens arm shall each be entitled to send
13 watchers or representat1ves to w1tness the transport of the

14 papers to be used in the prlnting of offic1a1 ballots, election

15 returns and certlflcates of canvass, and the printing, storage
16 and dlstrlbutlon thereof._ Sald watchers may f11e observations or
17 obJectlons, if any, and guard the premlses of the printer inside

T

18" . and outs1de twenty—four (24) hours a day. (Sec. 187, BP 881)
19 N szc. [214] 215 nggigg gj the gg!ligtgg - Under such
20 orders or 1nstruct10ns as the Commlss1on may issue, the Committee

21 shall.

22 i [(1)] (Aj Have. general supervxsion and control over the
23 printlng of off1c1a1 ballots, electlen returns and certificates
24 of canvass;

25 - [(2)] (B) Take charge of the room or rooms where the paper

26 and paraphernalla used in the prlnting are stored-

27 [(3)] (C) Report to the Commission any irregqularity which
28 it helieves;may have been committed; and
29 [(4)] (D) Perform such functions as the Commission may

30 direct. (Sec. 188, BP 881)

31 sEc. [215] 216. Other committees. — The Commission shall
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create euch committees as are neceeeery in the allocation,
procurement verification and shipment of the official ballots,

election returne, certificetes of cnnvnee and other election

1-‘
i

Hglggtiga Feturns. - The Commission shall distribute to_each city
and municipelity the official hallote at the rate of one (1)
ballot for every registered voter and an edditionel ten (10)
iiballots per precinct and election returns, at the rnte of one

(1) set for every precinct.

government ‘official who may be tasked with the duty of storing
and distrihuting election forns end neteriels, shall keep 2
: record of the quantity and serial nunbere of official hellote
and election returns allocated to the reepective provincee,”-
citiee, eunicipalities and precincte. Copiee of such record.

shall be furnished the comieeion and the duly—authorized repre—'

gentatives of the accrediteddpolitical parties, organizations, or
coalitions which'fielded'cendidntee.in the election innedietelj
upon distribution but notuleter than the day after the electionl
The Coxmmlssior shall require the issuance of official delivery
recoipte for the offic1e1 ballots, election returns and other
clecticn forms and parephernelia. (Sece. 186 end 189, BP 881)

Ho official hallot or election returns shall he delivered to

political paxties, organizations and coalitions fielding candi-

ang election returns to the board of election inepectors at an

eorlior dnte. (Sec. 166, “Bp 881)

SEC. [216] 217. xu.unmmﬂ of nmuu unsm m'

The provinciel city or municipnl treeeurer, or suoh other.

the hoard of election inspectors earlier thnn the first hour of
electizn day.~ However, the Commission ney, for justifiable

reasons, azd zSter notice ‘to the'candidntes and the accredited_

gates in the election, authorize the delivery of official hellote'
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SEC. [217] 218. !sxixisnsign anﬂ distribution. - The

N
prov1nc1al city, or munlcipal treasurer, or ‘the official

designated by the Commission, shall verify the contents of the
boxes of official ballots and election returns received by them

in the presence of fépresentatives of the Commission, the

_Jjcommission on Audit, candidates and political parties,

lorganizations, or &oalitions, and keep a record of their receipt
and, dlstrlhutlon.

. [218] 219. cs_:tmm of canvans m other canvassipg

forms. - The Commission shall prescribe the form of, and provide

EVERY BOARD OF CANVASSERS, in such number of copiés as may be
required, [every board of canvassers with,] certificate of
Jcanvass, statement ofiéotes and certifipéta of canvass and
proclamation. (Sec.'231,-BP 881) |

SEC. [219] 220. 13111 paper. - At the beginning of the
QAﬁnting of votes, there.shall be placed within the view of the
board of election inspectors, watchers and the public, a tally
paper where the names of all the candidates or issues or
Questions.to be voted upon shall be written. The third member of
;he board shall record thereon the votes for each candidate or
issue as the chairman of the board reads the ballot. (Sec. 161,
EP 881)

SEC.- [220] 221. Rallot boxes. - The Commission shall provide

onre (1) dallot box for each precinct on the day of voting. Each

ballot box shall contain two (2) compartments, one for valid
ballcts and the other for spoiled ballots. The boxes shall be
uniform ‘in specifications and be provided wlth such device so
that 1t cxn be secured in the manner as the Commission may
prescribe._ (sec. 160, BP 881)

BEC. [221] 222. Yoting hgg;hg. - During the voting, there

shall be in each polling place at least ten (10) voting booths of
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such size, dpbéifﬁcatioﬂé'hnd materials as the Commission may
provide to énable the voters to £ill their hallots secretly.
(8ec. 11, RA 7i66) | | | |

8RC. [222] 223. Certified liat of candidates. - The
COmhiséioh'hhall cause to be printed certified lists'of
candidntas containlng the names of all candidates for each office
to be voted, immediately followed by the nicknane or stage name
!of each candidate as indicated in his certificate of candidacy,
and his political party affiliation’ if any. Said list shall be
Fisted inside each voting booth during the voting period {8ec.

‘\.

. [223] 224. Iurnishing of ballot boxes, slsction formn
and matgx;nln. ~. The COlmisaion shall' prepare and furnish the
ballot boxes, election pnraphernalih, forné, supplies and
materials necessary for the registrafibn of voters and for the

conduct of the election. l

The official entrusted by law or by the Commission with the
custody of the election paraphernalia, forﬁs. Supplies'and xate-
rials shall be respoﬁsible‘for their_storagé and preservation and
gor any loss, destruction, impairment, or dakage thereof while in’
|hhs custedy. (Sec. 162, BP 881) '

SIRC. [224] 225. New iﬁllﬂ security maxkiogs and deviees.

| Rotwithstanding the preceding provisions, the Comnission may uge;

!or adopt the latest technological and electronic devices for
voting, counting of votes, and canvassing and prescribe ney
forms, printing materials and security markings for the official

ballots, election returns, certificates of canvass and other

' Iforra and paraphernalia.

The Commission may prescribe the use of inexpensive officicl .

hallots and election returns for barangay elections, .

plebiccites[, referenda, initiatives] and recualls, or a
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1 different form of ballot to facilitate voting by illiterate or

2 disabled voters, provided that the integrity of the ballots and

3 election returﬁs is assured. (Sec. 23, RA 5166; Sec. 181, BP
s |es1)
5
6 ARTICLE VII. CASTING AND COUNTING OF VOTES
7
8 S A. CASTING OF VOTES
s : : | |
10 sné. [225] 226. Voting hours. - The caéting of votes shall
11 start at seven o'cld&k.in the morning and end at three o'clock in
"12 the afternoon of election day, except when there are voters

13 present within thirty (30) meters in front of the polling place
14 . llwho have not yet cast their votes, in which case the voting shall
15 continue to allow said voters to cast their votes without

16 interruption. The poll clerk shall, without delay, prepare a

17 ° jcomplete list containing the names of said voters consecutively
18 numbered, and the voters so listed shall be called to vote by
19 announcing each name repeatedly three {(3) times in the order in

.‘20 vhich they are listed. Any voter in the list who is not present

21 when his name is called shall not SUBSEQUENTLY be perﬁitted to

22 vote. (Sec. 190, BP 881) _

23 | smc. [226] 227. Prelimimaries to the voting. - [(1)] (a)
24 The board of election inspectors shall meet at the polling plzce
25 at six thirty o'clock in the morning of election day and see to
26 i£ that they have the book of voters pertaining to the prééindt,
27 list of voters, certifié& list of candidates, voting booths,
28 ballot box, official ballots, indelible ink, ballpens, and other
29 | forms and supplies. '

30 [(2)] (B) The chairman of the board shall open the ballot

31 box, empty both of its compartments, exhibit them to all those
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present., then lock its 1nterior covers.

[(3)] (C) The chairman and two {2) members of the board

shall each keep one (1) of ‘the keys to the padlocks during the

votlng.

[(4)] (D) The chairman shall forthwith show to the pﬁblic

land the watchers the package of official ballots and the book of

voters éuly cealed and thereafter break the seals. Such fact
shall be entered in the minutes together with the nuzber of pads
and the serial numbers of the ballots.

[(5)] (B) The ballot box shall remain locked until the

‘[voting is finished and the connting bagins. However, if it

should become necessary to make room for more ballots, the board
mny,'in the presence of the rpembers and the watchers, copex the
box; the chairman shall pfesa down with his hands the ballots
contgined tharein without removing. any of fhem; and thereafter
the boerd shall again close the box and lock it. (S2c. 101, BP
831)

§RC. [227] 228. Rersena alloued in and a:gmmﬂ she HQQEAmﬁ
pinsn. - During the v0u1ng, only the following perzoms chall he
alloved inside the polling.placazl '

(1)1 (A) TFhe mozhers of the kosrd;

[(2)] (D) ‘The wvatchers; :

[(3)] (C) 3ihe representatives of the pommissieh;

{4Y] (D) Tie totérs cantingltheir votea;

[{(5)3 (B) The votorﬂ woiting for their turn to use the
booth, whoze number sha;l not exceed tﬂica the munbe; of hooths
and |

i(6)1} (3} The voﬂérm vaiting for tﬁeir turn to czet their
vntea.wuhoao auTher ahalil not encesd twénty-(ZO) at mnﬁ one tico.

[It éhall‘he mnléwful for anyl UHLESS ﬁPEéIEI@ALLH.
AUTEQRIZED BY %ER COHMISSIéﬂ, NQ ocfficer or mexbor of the Armed
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‘|IForce: of the'?hiliﬁpihes or the Philippine National Police or

liany peécé cffiéef or armed person helonging to any extra#legal

police agencj; special force, reaction force, strike force, Civil
Armed Forces Gecgraphical'cniés (CAFPGUs), barangay tanod units,
or other similar forces or para-milltary forces, including

security guards, 'special policemen,'and all other armed or

unarmed extra-legal police officers,‘[to] SHALL enter any

polling place or an afea within a radius of thirty (30) meters

- thereof, except'to'vote, but in such case he shall immediately

leave the polling blace after voting.

~ Houever, the board may,‘if. it deems necessary, order in
vriting for the detail of a policeman or any peace officer for
théir protectlon or for the protection of the election
docunents and'peraphernelia. Such order shall be entered in the
minutes. Said pollceman or peace off1cer shall stay out31de the
rolllng place near enough to be e3511y called by the board at any

ipe.

L >~ec~pa1iééﬁHﬁ“3¥ ﬁeece officer shall enter or stay inside the

pocllirgy place except when there is an actual dieturhance qf the
neace and order therein. In no case shall the said policeman or
Rreace officer prevent or obstruct in any manner the free access

of the voters to the polling place.

- o harangay offlclal shall enter any p0111ng place except to
vote, in which case, he shall leave the polllng place
| ismadintely ‘after voting. (Sec. 192, BP 861, Amended)
| "<me. [228) 229, challonge ngainst illegal vetera. - [(1)]
zn)”hny"%oéér or watcher may challenge any person offerlng to
vote: = . ‘ |
< [(a)i {1y Por not being registered-

[(d}] (2) Por u31ng the name of another, or

(@)Y (3) Por Suffering from any dlsquallf*°3t1°”'

!' .
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In such case, the board shall satisfy itself as to uhether
or not the ground is true by requiring proof relative to the
registratiou, the 1dentity, or qualification of the voter. .

[(2)] (B) Fo voter shall be required to present his

.voter 8 identification card on election day unless his identity

is challenged. Failure to produce his voter's identificetion
card shall not preclude him from voting if his identity may be
shown from the photcgreph, fingernrints, or specimen signatures
in his registration record in the book of voters or if he is

lidentified under oath by a member of the board. Such

identification shall he reflected in the minutes of the board.
(Sec 199 BP 881)

' ‘sec. [229] zao-mm»mwm -
Any voter or watcher nay challenge any voter offering to vote on
the ground thet the challeuged;pmnumnhas _

[(1)] (A) Received or expects to receive, psid offered,
or promised to pay, contributed, offered, or promised to
contribute noney or anything of vslue as consideretion for his
vote or for the vote of snother,_

[(2)] (B) Made or received a pronise to influence ‘the
giving or withholding of any such vote- or . .

[(3)] (C) Hede s bet or is interested directly or
indirectly in a bet vhich depende upon  the result of the
election. | _ '

The challenged nerson shall take an oath before the board
that he has not committed any of the acts alleged. Upon teking
such oath the chellenge shell be disnissed and the voter,
allowed to vote. However, in case of his refusal to take such
oatn,‘the chellenue shall be sustained and he shail not be
allowed to vote. (Sec. 200, BP 881) , '

swe. [zao] 231. asaissinn at chaiisnaen.!ote.inlnte:iel in
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¢ximina) proceedings. - The admission of the challenged vote
nnder the two fé) preceding sections shall not be conclusive upon
any court as to the legality of the registration of the voter

challenged or OF his vote in 2 criminal action for 111ega1

'reglstratlon or votlng. (Sec. 201 BP 881) .
SEC. [231] 232. Record of challenges and oaths. - The poll

‘clerk shall keep a record of challenges and oaths and the

'resolutlon of the board in each case and, upon the termination of

the voting, certify that it contalns all the challenges made,

The or1g1na1 of this record _shall be attached to the original /.

copy ‘of the nlnutes of the voting. (Sec. 202 BP 881)

~ sEc. [232] 233. Qxﬂg; of voting. - The voters shall vote in
[the order of their entrance to the polling place and immediately
depart after having cast thelr votes. (Sec. 193, BP 881)

SEC. [233] 234. Mannexr of obtaining ballot. - The voter
Tshall approach the chairman_of the board and give his name,
address and other data concerning his person. In case any member
of the board doubts his 1dent1ty, the board shall check his
voter s 1dent1f1cat10n card, or, if he has none, the hoard shall

refer to his reglstratlon record in the book of voters.

If the board is satisfied with the voter's identity, the

chairman shall announce his name in a tone loud enough to be

‘I heard throughout the polllng place. If such voter has not heen

challenged, or if, having been challenged, the cpestion has been
decided in his"fafor, the voter shall affix his Q;gnatpre in the
votxng record. |

The cha1rman shall enter the serial number of the ballot 'in
the voting record authentlcate the ballot, apply 1ndelib1e ink
on t.he vote_r 8 right forefinger nail, and thereafter deliver to

the voter the ballot correctly folded. No person other than the

chairman shall deliver official ballots nor shall more than one

! aim
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881)

‘ithere be none, on any'aveileﬁle'fingerheilJi & voter who, for any

already ‘shows ‘stain of indelible ink shall not be given a ballot.

Ilsich facts shall be entered in the minutes of the board. (Sec.

198:(d)’ BP 881, Amended)
'deiivering a ballot to the voter, the chairman of'the'boerd
|shall, 'in the presence of the voter, affiz his signature at the

back thereof. (Sec 24, RA 7166)

“cenducteﬂ in the following sequence:

' proceed to & voting booth and there £111 his ballot by writing

in the proper space for’ each office the name of the candidate
for whom he desires to vote. (Sec. 195, BP 881) .
[(2)]' (B) After“‘ihe 'fd;er has filled his ballot, he
“ehall fold it in the same manner as vhen he received it and
return ‘it to the chairwan.
'({3)1 (C)” The’chairman shall, within the  view of the
voter” ‘apd the mesbers of board and without unfolding the ballot
or seeing its contents, verify its serial number from the
voting ‘fecord whexe it was previously entered. ' '%
“.{(4)] (D) 1In the presence of the members of the hoard the

voter shail affix his thumbmark on the corresponding space in the

*leenpos.

‘[¢5Y] {RB) The voter shall affix his thumsbmark beside his

(1) ballot be delivered to any voter at one time. . (Sec. 194, BP

T
f .r!.:.I' B

! SEC. [234] 235. Use of ipdelible ink. - Before delivering
the ballot to the voter, the chairman of the board shall ‘apply a
drop of indelible ink on the voter's right forefinger nail or, if

reason, refuses to be etaine&’uith indelible ink or whose finger
SEC. [235] 236. Authentication of the ballot. - Before

'gEC. [236] 237. Manpe¥ of voting. - Voting shall be

[(1)] (A) Thé voter, upén receiving his ballot, shall
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gsignature in the Goting record. ' “ ;
[(6)]1 (F) - The chairman shall sign the voting record;

. [(7)] (6) The chairman shall, after finding everything to
bé in order, detach the coupon in the presence of the voter and
the other members o:'thé board and deposit the folded ballot in
the compartment for valid ballots, and the detached coupon, in
the compartment for spoiled ballots. | S

- [(8)] - (H) The:voter shall then depart. (Ssc. 198, BP 881,
Amended) SR - o o |

‘SEC. [237] 238. Ezghihi;jgng‘gn voting. - It shell ‘be

' unlaqful'for a voter to:

j[(I)] (A) Use a booth:being used by aﬁother; o
[{2)] (B) Fill his ballot accompanied by another, éicept
in the case 6f an illiterate or disabled voter; b
_ [(3)] (c) Fill his ballot for a time longer than
necessaxf; | | ' |
[(4)] (p) Prepare [the] HIS ballot without using the

- »
-~ O

voting booth; L A

[(5)] (E) Exhibit thé contents”of the ballct to any |

person; S ' I3
| [(6)] .(F) Erase any printing from the ballot;-
[(7)] (G) Intentionally-tear or deface the same;
[(8)] (H) Put any distinguishimg mark thereon;
[(9)1 '(I) Use'cgrhbn paper, paraffin paper, or other means -

‘lof making a copy of the contents of ‘the ballot; or

[(10)] (J) Make use of aﬁy other scheme to identify his
§ote} (Sec. 195, BP 881) | |

SEC. [238] 239. Preparatiop of ballots for illiterate and
disabled voters. - No voter shali*be allowed to vote as

illiterate or physicaliy disabled unless that fact is so

indicated in his registration record.
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. A voter who is illiterate or physicallyuwunéble to prepare
the ballot by himself may be-assisted:in :the:preparation’of his
ballot by.a :g;atiQewvithin the, fourth -civil degrée-of affinity
or consanguinity, or.if he has none, hf:any;person of:his'confiﬁff
fldence who belongs to-the .same household, -or by: any member of&tha:?

In no case shall an assistor; unless he. is & member of:the |

gboagd; assist .more than -three (3)Jtimes;rrhe-assistbrgshall
prepare the hallot-in’the presence of the illiterate or disabled
wvoter using the voting booth. ;He;ghgllﬁbind himself in writing i
Pndaf oath: : | i | |

[(1)] (A)‘To £ill out the ballot strictly in accordance P
with the instructions of the voter; . o

[(2)] (B) Kot to influence the voter te vote for or -

against any candidate or issue; and

prepared by him. (Sec. 196, BP. 88%) = . o b ;
. sEC. [239] 240. Spoiled ballots. - If a voter should:.
hccidentallg spoil or déface a_ ballot in such a way that it
cannot be validly used, he shall surrender it folded to: .the
chairman vho shall note in the voting . record. that said hal]ot is
fpoiled. gggagngberslngAJRHAH of. the board shall, rwithout
hnfolding the ballot and without removlng the . detachable
coupon, mark it with the vord "SPOILED, " _ pEfix [their] HIS
signature[s] thergon, and . drop .it in-the comparteeni for spoiled -
ballots. The voter shall then be entitled to another baliok.

A voter may be allowed to change his, ballot only once. |
(Sec.: 197, BP 881, Amended) , .= . .

Any hallot returned to the chair'an whose detachable coupen

has been renoved not in the presence of thewbqgrd and .of the

voter, or any ballot whose serial number goes,notléoincide with

[(3)] (c) BFot to reveal the contents of the ballot |
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the serial number of the ballot delivered to the voter, as en-
tered in the voting record, shall be considered as spoiled and be
so marked and signed by the [members] CHAIRMAR of the.board.
(Seé. 198, BP 881)

. SEC. [240] 241. pisposition of unused ballots. - The

fichairman shall tear in half lengthwise all unused ballots without

removing the stubs:and detachable ‘coupons in the presence of the
members of the board and the watchers. One-half shall bq placed
in a sealed envelope and submitted to the election officer; and
the other half, inside the compartment of the ballot pox for
spoiled ballots. Such fact shall be entered in the minutes of
the board. (Sec. 204, BP 881, Amended)

SEC. [241] 242. Minutes of voting and counting of votes. -
The board shall prepare and sign two (2) copies of -the minutes of
vo?ing and counting of votes in a prescribed form setting forth
therein such -data as the Commission may require. Copies.of the
minutes shall be sealed in separate envelopes and be dist?ibuted_
as follows: the original, to the election officer who s#all in
turn transmit the same to the Commission .in Manila; and the
second copy to be deposited inside the compartment of the ballot
box for valid-ballots. (Sec. 263, BP 881, Amended)

' SEC. [242] 243. Prohibition on premature anmouncement of
!Qﬁigg. - - No member of the board shall, before the termination
of the voting, ‘make any announcement as to whether a certain
registered voter has already voted or not, how many have already
voted, or how many so far have failed to vote, or any other

fact tending to show or showing the state of the polls. . (Sec.
205, BP 881, Amended)-

B. COUNTING OF VOTES
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: election 1nspectors shall count publicly the votes caast in the
: polling place. Unless otherwise ordered by the Commission, the
1 board shall not adjourn. postpone, or ’'delay. the count until it
ihar been ccmpleted (Sec. 206, BP 881)

‘COmnisnion may, in the interest of free, orderly, -honest,
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sEc. [2431 244. Counting to he public and without
lop. — As scon as the voting is finished, the board of

”BC- [344] 245. Ixansfex af xsnne for cnnn&inm‘ - The'

peaceful and credihle elections, order the board to count the
votee and accomplish the election returns and other forms in any

other place, preferably a public building [S8ec 206, BP 881,

ﬂamendea] | o : S

;Emzewmnn vo BE VALID umnnsg THERE IS A CLEAR AND GOOD REASOX TO

{%HE BLECFION IS %0 OBTAIR THE ERPRRSSION OF THE VOTER'S WILL:

HERITTEN, m VOTE E’OR SUCB C.‘AHDIDATE SHALL BE VALID IF m I8

IL, .on account of jimminent dnnger of violence, terrorisnm,
dxsorder, or similar causes,‘it becomes necessary . to- transfer rhe
connting of votes to a safer place, the board may - effect the
trnnefer by its unaninous approvnl with concurrence of the
majority of the uatchers present._ This fact shall be recorded
in the minuree of voting nnd attested to by . the members of the
'honrﬂ ond the Matchers._ (sec 18, BA 6646)

| £a2. [245] 246. nnlsa for sppreciation of ballets, - IN THE -
mnnnzne Ann APPRBcIAfxom or. BALLO?S, EVERY BALLOT SHALL ‘BR |

JUSTIFY xrs RRJECTION.  THE POARD OF ELECTION INSPECTORS SHALL.
oasnnvn THE FOLLOWING RULES, DEARING IN MIED THAT THE OBJECY OF

3.. VHBRE OFLY THE FIRST HAME OR .SURNAME OF A CANDIDATR IS

N0 OTIEER CZ‘.‘WDIDATB WITH THR SAMR PIRST HAME OR SM »oR TIR

" |sSPMR OPFICE.

JTHR BALLOTR, WHICH WHIX REAND, HAS A SOUND SIMILAR 70 THR SURHAMR

I

l 2. WAERR ONLY TEE FIRST NAME.OF A CA¥DIDATE IS WRITYEN OR
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OF ANOTHER CANDIDATE, THE VOTE SHALL BE COUNTED IN FAVOR OF THE
CANDIDATE WITH SUCH SURNAME. | |
3. IN CASE THE CANDIDATE IS A WOMAN WHO USES HER MAIDEW OR
MARRIED SURNAME OR BOTH AND THERE IS ANOTHER CANDIDATE WITH THE
SAME SURNAME, A BALLOT HEARING ONLY SUCH SURNAME SHALL NOT BE
COUNTED IN PAVOR OF EITHER.
4. WHEW TWO OR MORE WORDS ARE WRITTEN ON THE SAME LINE ON

THE BALLOT, ALL OF WHICH ARE THE SURWAMES OF TWO OR MORE |

JiCANDIDATES, THE SAME SHALL NOT BE COUNTED FOR AEY-OF THEM.

5. WHEN TWO OR MORE WORDS. ARE WRITTEN ON DIFFERENT LINES
OF THE BALLOT ALL OF WHICH ARE THE SURNAMES OF TWO OR MCRE
CANDIDATES BEARING THE SAME SURWAME FOR AN OFFICE FOR WHICH THE

LAW AU"HORIZES THE ELECTION OF MORE 7THAW QHE ARD THERE ARF THE

'SAME NUHBER OF SUCH SURRAHES WRITTEN AS THERE ARE CAHDIDAEE WITH

1HAT SURNAME THE VOTE SHALL .BE COUNTED IN FAVOR OF 2iL THE

/CARDIDATES BEARIKG THE SURNAME.

. 6. WHEN ON THE BALLOT IS WRITTEW A SINGLE WORD VHICH IS
THE PIRST NAME OF A CANDIDATE AND WHICH IS AT THE SAMI IME THE
Hsunnann OF HIS OPPONEWT, THE VOTE SWALL B® COUWTED I FAVOR OF
THE LATTER. | L

7. WHEN.THO WORDS ARE WRITTER CN THR BALLOT, (SR OF WHICH

" IS THB FIRST NEHE OF THE CAHDIDATE ANWD “HE OTAER i THRE SURRAHE’l
OF HIS OPPOHENT “HE VOTES SHALL ROT BE COUXTED PR EITHER

. 8. A HAME OR SURNAME IMNCORRECTLY WRITTEN MHJCH, HHEH READ,

-

HAS A .SOUKD sxnxnnn TO THE NAME OR SURMAUE OF A cnanxnnﬂn wngmi'
CORRECTLY WRITTEN SHALL BE COUNTED 7N HIS FAVCR.
9. HHER ?HE NAME OF A CANDIDATE APPELRS IN A aPACE or THE

BALLOT POR AN QFTYICE FOR 'WHICH HE IS A cnnnrn;;m AND Iﬂ AROTHER

""'-_L

SPACE FOR WHICH HE Is NOT A CAEDIEﬁWR THE VO“E FOR THE OFFICE

FOR HHICH HE IS A CAHDIPATE SHALY. BE COUNTED AND THE VOTE FOR THE

. OF?IQE FOR-WMICH HE IS IIOT A CAMDIDATE &zALl: 8 COHQIDERgD AS

AT
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STRAY, EXCEPT WHEN IT IS USED AS A MEANS TO IDENTIFY THE VOTER, .
IN WHICH CASE, THE WHOLE BALLOT SHALL BE VOID. |
10. IF THR WORDS WRITTER OFN THE APPROPRIATE BLANK ON THE
|BALLOT IS THE IDRNTICAL NAME OR SURNAME OR FULL HAME, AS THE CASE
MAY BE, OF TWO OR MORE CANDIDATES FOR THE SAME OFPICE, THE VOTE
SHALL BE COUNTED IN FAVOR OF THAT CANDIDATE ¥O WHOSE TICKET
BELONG ALL THE OTHER CANDIDATES VOTED FOR THE SAME OFFICE.

11. WHER THERE APPEARS A HAME OF A CARDIDATE THAT IS ERASED

AND ANOTHER CLRARLY WRITTEW, THE VOTE IS VALID FOR THE LATTER. .

12, THE ERRONEOUS INITIAL OF THE FIRST FAME OR SURNAME
WHICH ACCOMPARIES THE CORRECT SURNAME OR FIRST NAME OF A
CANDIDATE, OR THE Ennonaous MIDDLE INITIAL OF A cannxna:x SHALL
IROT ANNUL THE VOTE IN HIS PAVOR. _ .

'13. THR PACY THAT THERE RXISTS ANOFHER PERSON WHO IS ROT A
CANDIDATE WITH THE FIRST NAME OR SURKAME OF A CARDIDATE SHALL ROT
| PREVENT THE ADJUDICATION OF THE VOTE TO THE LATYER. |

14. BALLOTS WHICH CONTAIN PREPIXES SUCH AS "SIR", "MR.",
"DATU", "DON", “GINOCO", "HON.", “GOB." OR SUFFIXES LIKE "EIJO",

1

"JR.". "SEGUNDO", ARE VALID.

5

.38, !HE USE OF NICKRAMES AND APPELLATIONS OF AFFBCTIOI ARD

'|PRIENDSHIP, IP ACCOMPANIER n¥ FHE PIRSY NAME OR SURNAME OF THE

: CARDIDATE, DORS NOT ANNUL SUCH VOTE, RLCBPT WHEN THEY WERE USED
AS A MEBANS TO IDENTIFY THR VOTRR, 1N WHICH CASE THE wuonz BALIOT
lxs rwvarip: PROVIDED, THAT, IF ¥HE NICKNAME n§nn IS
UNACCOMPARIED EY THE FAMZ GR SURWAMR OF A CAKDIDATE AND IT IS THE. |
ONLY ONE BY WHICH HE IS GENERALLY OR POFULARLY xﬁowu IN THE
LOCALITY, AND IT IS STATED IN HIS CERTIFICATE OF CANDIDACY, YHE

m SHALL BE COUHTED IR FA‘?OR OF SAID C.MIDIDATE IF TEERB IS._ v

NO OTHER CARDIDATE FOR THE SADE OFFICE WiITH TUE SAME Nlm
RT3 m VOTR COIBEAIHIE'G INITIALS OHIH CcRr HHICH IS ILLEGIBLE
OR WBICH DOES HOT SUFFICIML‘I IDMIF” TEE CABDIDA!I.’E POR WHOM IT

3
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IS INTENDED SHALL BE CONSIDERED AS A STRAY VOTE BUT: SHALL ‘NOT'

INVALIDATE THE. WHOLE BALLOT.

~17. IF ON THE BALLOT IS CORRECTLY WRITTEN THE FIRST HAME OF
A CANDIDATE BUT WITH A DIFFERENT SURNAME, OR THE SURNAME of-rnns
CANDIDATE IS CORRECTLY WRITTEN BUT WITH A DIFFRRENT FIRsr:ﬂnun,f
THE VOTE SHALL NOT BE COUNTED IN FAVOR OF AWY CANDIDATE HAVING!
SUCH FIRST NAME AND/OR SURNAME BUT THE BALLOT SHALL BE: CONSIDERED
VALID POR OTHER CARDIDATES.
.. -18. ANY BALLOT WRITTEN WITH CRAYON, LEAD PENCIL, BALLPEW OR
IN INK, -WHOLLY OR IN PART, SHALL. BE VALID. L

: g
19. WHEN THERE ARE TWO OR MORE CANDIDATES VOTED FOR Ii AN

i

|VOTE SHALL ROT BE COUNTED IN FAVOR OF AKY: OF THEM, BUT THIS SHALL
.|NOT AFFEC?T- THE VALIDITY OF THE OTHER YOTES THEREIH.

20. IF THE CANDIDATES VOTED FOR EXCEED THE NUMBER OE' THOSE .

TO BE ELECTED, THE BALLOT: IS VALID, BOUT THE VOTES SHALL BE1

| COUNTED OXNLY IN.PAVOR OF THE CANDIDATES WHOSE NAMES WERE FIRSTI.Y:
IWRITTEN BY THE VOTER WITHIN THE SPACRS PROVIDED FOR SAID OFFICEl
: }

J

I

g

IN THE BALLGT UNTIiL THE AUTHORIZED KUMBER IS COVERED. ¢

2. -ANY YOTE IN PAVOR OF A PERSON WHO HAS NOT- F'[I.ED ‘iﬁ

CERTIFICATE OF CANDIDACY SHALL BE CONSIDERED AS 2 STRAY VOSE '-BUTE;

| IT SHALL FOT:INVALINDATE THE WEOLE BALLOT. oL e

.22:..BALLOTS CONTAINING THE NAME OF A CANDIDAFE PRINTED |

J|AND/OR PASTED ON THE BALLOTS OR AFFIXED THERETO THROUEX ANY g

MECHANICAL I'ROCESS ARE TOTALLY NULI AYD VOID. . § i

23. CIRCLES, CROSSES, OR LINES FUT OF THE SPACES ON WHICH

DESISTANCE- FROM VCTING AND SHALL NOT INVALIDATE THE RALLOT.

5. 24. UXuESS. I7 SHOULD CLEARLY APPEAR ‘THAT THEY HAVE BREX !
DELIBERATELY ¥FUT G¥: THE VOTER TO SERVE AS IDENTIFICATION MARES,

COMHAS, IOTS, LINES, OR NVPHFES RETUEEN THE ‘PIPST Fails AND TR

THE VOTER HAS NOT ‘'VOTED SHALL BE CONSIDERED AS SIGHS OF HIS

9

AN

i
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SURNAME OF A cannxnaig, OR IN OTHER PARTS OF THB_BALLor. THE
FIRST LETTERS 63 SYLLABLES OF NAMES WHICH THE VOTER DOES KOT
coxr:nus,'rnn'usx OF TWO OR MORE KINDS OF WRITING AND
unxn:nnr:onnn OR ACCIDENTAL FLOURISHES, STROKES OR srnn:ns, SHALL
NOT INVALIDATE THE BALLOT. |

25. ANY BALLOT WHICH CLEARLY APPEARS TO HAVE BREN PILLED BY; |
TWO DISTINCT PERSONS IS TOTALLY NULL AED VOID. o

26. ANY VOTE CAST I FAVOR OF A CARDIDATE WHO HAS BEEN |
DISQUALIFIED BY PINAL JUDGMENT SHALL BE consxnsnxn AS srnar AND
SHALL NOT BE COUNTED BUT IT SHALL WOT' INVALIDATE THE BALBOT
.~ 27. BALLOTS WHOLLY OR PARTLY WRITTEN IN Ananxc_ru”
LOCALITIES WHERE IT IS OF GENERAL USE ARE VALID. TO READ THEM,
THE BOARD OF ELECTION INSPECTORS MAY EMPLOY AN Intznpnstza WEO
“snann TAKE AN OATH THAT HE SHALL READ THE VOTES CORRECTLY. (Sec.
211, BP 881)

SEC. [246] 247. Excena hallotn. - Before proceeding to
count’the votes, the board shall count the ballots contained’in<

the compartment for vaiid“ballots without unfolding them or
exposing their contents, except to ascertain that no ballots are
folded together. It shall compare the nunber of ‘ballots vith the
number of voters who voted. If there are’ nore.hallops than
voters who voted, all the ballots shall be returned to fhe box
and thoroughly mized therein. The poll clerk, without seéing the
hallots and with his back to the box, shall publicly drav out as
uany ballots as may be egual to the excess. wWithont unfolding
them, he shall then place them in an envelope which shall be
marked "EXCESS BALLOTS" and vhich shall be sealed and signed ﬁy
Ithe members ‘of the board. 'Tye envelcpe ahﬁll be placed 1in-the~
compartment for valid ballqts, but its contents shall not be read
in the counting of votes. Ballots found folded tﬁgether beforg,

they were deposited-in the box £hall be placed in the anvélope
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for excess ballots. (Sec. 207, BP 881)
SEC. [247] 248. IQB!; BEBEQBAIEQ BALLOXS; !&&LQ:& WITH
DETACHABLE COUPONS. — BALLOTS ACCIDENTALLY TORN OR PERFORATED AND

THOSE WITH. THEIR DETACHABLE COUPON STILL INTACT SHALL REMAIN

DEPOSITED IN THE COMPARTMERTFOR SPOILED BALLOTS, AKD THE BALLOTS
INCLUDED IN THE PILE OF VALID:BALLOTS. (Sec. 211, Fos. 26 and
27; Sec. 207, BP 881) h )

SEC. [248] 249. Marked hgllg;g.*i The board shall detefmlpe
by unanimous vote whether or not there are any marked pallots,
and, if any be found; they shall not be Eﬁunted but shall se

placed in an envelope labelled "MARKED BALLOTS".' The envelope

|shall be sealed and signed'by the members of the board and

placed in the compartment for valid ballots. Non-official

' ballots shall be considered as marked ballots. (sec. 208, BP

881) |

SEC. [249] 250. Spoiled hnllnt! P 'BALLOTS WITH THZ WORD
"SPOILED" BE FOUND IN THE BOX, SUCH BALLOEG SHALL BE PLACED IN
THE conpanruzur FOR SPOILED BALLOTS. Ballots found in the
compartment for ;spoiled ballots shall be presumed to be spoiled

ballots, whether or.not they cantain such notation. If any 'valid
||ballot was erroneausly:‘depositad”therein, the ~ board shall open
lsaia compartment -after the voting and before the counting of

votes to .draw out said ballot and place the same in the:

the minutes of voting. - {Sec. 207 and 209, BP 881)
SEC. [250] 251. Manner of counting votes. * In re&dlng the-

1nd1v1dual official ballot, the members of ‘the board Shﬂll assume

‘such p051t10n as to provide the watchers and the publ1c unlmpeded.

view of the ballot being :ead by the chairman, and of the"

elect1on returns, and -tally paper be1ng slmultaneously

_(VALID. IN THE LATTER . CASE, SUCH COUPONS SHALL BE REMOVED AND

jcompartment for valid ballots. These facts shall be”entered in |
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uaccomplished by the poll clerk and the third uemher,s
respectively. The watchere and the puhlic shall not touch any of
these election docunents. The table shall be cleared of all
dunnecessary writing paraphernalia. (Sec. 25, RA 7166) ' |

The board shall unfold the hallots and form separate pilee-
of one hundred (100) hallote each. rhe chairnan of the hoard.
ehall take the hallote of the firet pile one by one and read the
names of candidates voted for and the offices for which they were
uvoted in the order in which they appear thereon. (Sec.i210, BP

‘8s1)

The poll clerk and third member ehell record each vote as-
the nanes of the candidatee voted for are read

Bach vote shall he recorded hy a verticel line, except
every fifth vote wvhich shall be recorded by a diagonal line
crossing “the previous four (4) vertical lines. After finishing
the first pile'of ballots, the board shall determine the subtotal
of the votes received by each candidate, which shall be recorded
in the tally paper and the election returne. In case of.any
discrepancy, auch'recount as nay be necessary shall be mece.
| The ballots ehall then be grouped together egain as hefore the
reading. rhereafter, the eale procedure ehall he followed with

ths second pile of ballots and eo on succeasively.
hfter all the hallots have heen reed the board shall sun vp

'che subtotals recorded for each candidate, and record tb:

aggregate cwa in the tally paper nnd election returns It shall
then place the counted ballots in en envelope provided For the

purpose, which shall be signed and depoeited in the conpartment
for valid hellots. "The "tally paper as ecconplished and certified
by the board shall be ept in the com@artnant for valid ballo+ .

i . Tl o

{Sec. 210, BP 881) e
@e. [251] 252. grnneratiua'et aleehiaa'ratn:na- -~ The beard
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shall prepare in handwriting'the election returns simultaneously

with the counting of the votes in the polling place: in such

' number of copies as provided herein. - The entry of votes for each

canQ%datgjshal{ be closed with the signatures and clear imprin%s
of the right thumb of . all the members.to be affixed in full
view of the public, immediately after the last vote recorded or
immediately after the name of theapandidafe iho .did not feceiwe
any vote. ‘

The returns shall also show the date of the election, the
prec;ngthnumpe:,.the" barangay ,and the city or municipality and
province in which {it] THE ELECTION was held, and such informa-
tion as the Commission may require. The total number of votes
obtained by each‘candidate shall be written in words and f;gureé}
The board of election inspectors shall certify that the;contenés
thereof are correct and affix their signatures and. right thumb-
prints.

Immediately upon the accomplishment of fﬁe election returns,
each'copg ;hgreof.shalllbe Qealed-in the presence of the watchers
and thgﬁlgpplic and placed in the proper envelope, which shall
likewise be sealed and distributed as herein provided. (Sec.
212, BP 881) |- | .
Bistribution of election returns. - The
copies of the election returns shall be distributed as follows:

SEBC. [252].253.

“[(})J_:(A) . In the:election of national officials:
{(a)] (1) <The first copy; to the provincial ;i
-.. board of canvassers; . ' .
[(b)}] (2) The second copy, to Congress througp
the President of the Senate; ' : S
[{e)] . (3) .The third copy; to the Commission;
[((d)] (4) <The fourth copy, to be deposited
inside the ballot box;
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[(e)] (5). The fifth copy, to be known as advance -
election returns, to the city or municipalltreesurer
who shall, in the presence of the election officer or
lhia authorized representative, immediately and
publicly open the sane and post the votes therein 1n ‘a ;
tally board sufficiently large for public viewing,
preferably within the vicinity of the city ori”
municipal hall; and ‘ ‘

[(£)]. (6) The sixth copy, to the media-based
organization authorised by the Commission to conduct

an unofficial count.

': [(é)] (B) .'In the election of local officials:

((a)l (1) The first copy, to the city or
uueicipel board of canvassers;

[(b)] .(2) The secord copy, to the Commission;

{{c)] (3) The third copy, to the provincial
board of = canvassers; ' '
- [(a)]. (4) The fourth copy, to be known ae‘.
advance election returns, to the city or iunicipai
treasurer who shall, in the presence of the electioﬁ
officer or his authorized representative, il-ediately
and pnhlicly open -the same and .post the votes therein
in a tally board  sufficiently large for puhlig
viewing, preferably within the vicinity of the city °f
.municipelthall;

{(e)] (5) tThe fifth copy to the m&édia-based
ofganization_authqrized by the COmmission to conduct
an unofficial count; and . - o {?? i

[(f)] (6) The sixth copy to-be deposited inside
the ballot hox (Sec. 27, RA 7166) | i

The COnmission may, when technological advancenent allows,
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ﬁrbéide copies of election returns to accredited p&liticgl
partles.'f(Neﬁ)

SEC. [253] 254. QQ&EQELAQE_ in the election returps. -~ Any
correction made in the election returns by the board before the
anhouncemept of the results of the election in the polling place
shall be duly initialed by all its members.

After the announcement of the results had been made, the
board shall not make any correction in any of the copiééjof the
election returns unless so ordered by the Commission upon
pet1t1on of .the members of the board within five "(5) days from
the date of the election or twenty-four (24) hours from the tlme'ﬂ
a copy of the election returns is opened by the board of

canvassers, whichever .is.earlier. The petition shall be

‘J:aéédmpanied by proof of service upon'all candidates éffectéd.,

If the results of the election would not be affected by said

correction and none of the candidates affected objects thzreto,

‘the Commission shall, upon being satisfied of the veracity of tae

' petiﬁioh and of the error alleged therein, order the boarc to

e
y

make the proper correction thereon.

Should a candidate affected by said petition object thercto

and the results of the election would be affected by the

correction sought to be made, the Commission shall proceed

surnarily to hear the petition. If it firds the petition

”mﬁrltCIIOUG and the correct;on sought is such that IT can be made

without need of opening the ballot box, thr COmm1551on,sha11
order that proper correction be made. Othervise, it shall order
the opening of the ballot: box and recount of votes after

satisfying itsélf that the identity and intégrity of the ballclt

box have not been violated and that the integrity of the balhoté

therein has been preserved. (Sec. 216, BP 881)

HiC. - [284] 2%5. Proclamation of election resuwlt. - Upon the
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[completion of the election returns, the chairman of the board

shall publicly announce the total number of votes received hf
every candidate for each office. (Sec.‘213, BP 881)

SEC. [255] 256. Cartificates of votes obtained by
candidatas. - After the announcement of the results: of the
election and before leaving the polling place, it shall be the

duty of the board, upon request of any watcher, to issve a
certificate of votes obtained by his candidate and other
candidates for the same office. (Sec. 215, BP 881; Sect 16, RA
6646) | _

the certificate shall contain the name OF, and nunher of
votes cbtained by, each candidate concerned urittan in uords and
figﬁres, the precinct number, the name of the qity or
municipality and province, the total number of voters who voted,
and the date and time THE CERTIFICATE WAS issued[, and} THE
CERTIFICATE shall be signed and thusbmarked by each member of
the board. (Sec. 16, RA 6646) ‘ | |

S8EC. [256] 257. Delivery and custody of ballot boxes, keya,
ﬂglngzinn supplies and documents. - After the counting of votes,
the board shall place in the coupartnent for valid ballots the
used and unused ballots in their respective envelopes, the tally
paper, a copy of the election.returns and minutes of voéing and
couﬁting, ard then lock thé ballot hox. <The ballot ho; shall
1nnediately be delivered by the botrd and the watchers to th:
city or municipal treasurer or such other officials AS MAY BE
designated »7 _he Commigsion, who ghall keep his office Open all
night on the day of the election if necessary for this purpose,
and provide the necessary facili-ies for said delivery at the
expense of the city or municipality.

fhe book of voters, supplies and all pertinént papers and
Aocuments shall be returned to the election officer, who shall
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-keep [it] THEM under his custody. The election officer and the

treasuref'or such other government official AS MAY BE designated
by the Commission, as the case may be, shall, on the day aftér
the election, require the members of the board who failed to send
the items referred to herein to deliver the same immediately and
thereafter acknowledge receipt thereof. (Sec. 217, BP 881)

SEC [257] 258. Preservation of ballot boxes; Disposition of
contents. - [(1)] (A) The Commission shall issue instructions
regardlng the custody and safekeeplng of the ballot boxes.

" [(2)] (B) The city and nunlcipal treasurers or such other
gove;nment officials AS MAY BE designated by the Commission shall
keep the ballot boxes under their responsibility for three (3)
months, stored unopened in a2 secured place, unless the Commission
orders otherwise, provided these are noﬁ involved in any election
contest or official investigation, or the Commission or other.

compétent authority demands them sooner or orders their

: preservation for a longer time in connection with any pending

.{contest or investigation. However, upon showing by any capdidate

that the boxes will be in danger of being violated if kept in the

possession of sugh'officialg,.the Conmission may order them kept

| by any other offjcial whom it may designate.

After the iapse of three (3) months and if there should be
no order to the contrary, the Commission may authorize the city
or municipal treasurer or the designated official to OPBD the
boxes and burn their contents in the presence of the
representatives of the cbmm;ssidn, Commission on Audit and
politic#i parties or capdidatea, except the minutes ofjvoging and
the election returhs deposited therein,'which said official shall
preserve. N

[(3)] (C) TN case of calamity or fortuitous event such as

fire, flood, or storm, which may cause damage to the ballot boxes

-
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and/or their contente, the Comnieeion may authorize the opening
of said bellot hoxes and the tranefer of the hallote and other
contente to other ballot boxes. taking such precautions as' may be

rneceeeary to preserve such docu-ente. (Sec 219, BP 881) . _
SEC [2581 259. maemtm of vating recoxd. - The voting
record of each precinct shall be delivered to the electionh

officer, cho ehall have custody of the snme and keep then in al
eafe place until such time that the Commission shnll give‘

H

instructions on their disposition. (Sec. 218, BP 881) .
" 8EC. [259] 260- nnmnte gnitted ox erxomeguoly nlneed
1ngigg ghg hﬁllgt hgl - If after the delivery of the keys of °

| the hallot hox to the _proper authorities, the hoard shall

+

‘a

dincorer that the hallot box does not contain certnin documents
required to he placed therein or contnine documents not intended
therefor, the hoard shnll eithout opening the ballot box,

'deliver the same to the Coemission or its duly-authorized

rrepreeentatives.

" In no caee ehall the hallot box be reopened to place therein

\'-

Or remove therefron any document except to retrieve copies of the
|

Felection returns which vill be needed in any cnnvaee,
.inveetigetion, or election contest, and upon notice to the

mesbers of the board and cntchere of cnndidetee of the tine and

place of the opening of eaid ballot hox. If there are other
‘copies of the election returne outside of the ho)lot bon which

N

can be used in the cenvass, euch copies of the election retnrne

l

‘ahall he used in said canvass and the opening of the hnllot hox

t-—.
to retrieve the copies of the election returne placed thernin

. ehall then be dispensed’with. (Sec ??n B? 881)

ARTICLE VIIXI. CANVASS ARD PROSLAMATION

\
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SEC. [zso] 261. Board of canvasgers. - There shall be a
board of canvassers for each province, city, munlcipality, and
dis;rict of metropolitan Manila as follows: _

1 [(1)] (aA) Provincial board of canﬁessere - to be composed
of the provincial election supervisor or a rankin§ IeUYer of the
Commission as'chairman, the chief provindial prosecutor as vice-
chairman, and the provincial snnerintendent of schools as?member—
s?cretary.

% [(2)] (B) city hoard of cenvaesera - to be composed of the
city election offlcer or a lawyer of the Commission as chairman, -
the'c1ty prosecutor as v:.ce chaxrnan, - and . the city
superzntendent of schools as menber—secretary.

In cities with more than one (1) election officer, the
Commission shall des1gnate who shall be the chalrmﬂn

[(3)] (c) District board of canvassers of metropolitan
nanila - to be composed of a lawyer of the Comm1851on as
chairman, a ranklng public prosecutor in the district as vice-
chairman, and ‘the most senior district school superv1sor in

the district as member—secretary. (Sec. 222(c), BP 881)

[(4)] (D) Municipal board of canvassers - to be composed
of ‘the election officer or an officer of the'Commiseion as
cheirman, the municipal treasnrer as vice—chairman, and the
most senior district school superv1sor or a principel of the
district as member—secretary.

"~ For Purposes of the regionai.elections in the Autonomous
Region in Huslim_nindnnao, a board of canvassers for each
province therein and for the region shall bhe constitnted as

follows: A provincial board of canvassers with the same

-membershlp as provided 1n Ro. 1 hereof- and a regional board of

canvassers to be composed of & regional election director or a

ranking lawvyer of the COmmission as cha1rman, an officer of
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lequivalent rank in the Department of Jnstice as vxce-chdiruan,
and an offlcer, also of equal rank 1n the Dapartwent of

Bducation, Culture and 3ports in the [a]ﬁntonomous [r]neg1on as

member-sécretary. ($ec 2 “RA 7647)

'For the barangay elections, a harangay hoard of canvassers
shall be constituted in each barangay vith more than one (1)
precinct to he composed of the senior public school teacher in

+he barangay as chairnan and two (2) other public schocl
teachers, one as v1ce—cha1rman and the othar as mqmber-secretary
in case the ‘number of public ﬂchool teachers is inadequnte,

Jithe Comission shall designate tha chnirman and members of the

harangay board of canvnssers from among tha chairmen and mambera
of the boardg of eloction 1nspoctors of the precinéte in the
barangay. (Sec. 104, Res.:zozz—n)

.In barangays with only one (1) precinct, tho board of

electzon ingpectors shall act as tha harangay board of canvassers

T

(Sec.. 1060, Res. 2022-3)

BEC. [261] 262. :
canvanrare . - The Comm1ssion skall have direct control and
enpervision over the board. . ) . _ "

hny memper of the board nay, af. any tlne, ‘be relievea for
cauce and cubstituted hy the Commisrion. ' !
~ ome. {2621 263. mmmmm of m&ahmm of bosrd of

EANTRAZOER. — In case any membe of the hoard is not availabla,'

is absent, dlsqualified due to re‘ationship, incapacitated for
any cause, or relieved for cruse, the CQmmlasion shall appoint as
cubstitote chnirmmn, a 1awver ox offlcial of the Cocenigsion, and
an qubﬂtztute memhera,_othex representatives from thn difforent

agenacies of the qovornmﬁnt. (SGC 2, RA 7155)

The foreaoing power cf_the COmmxssion may he dclcgatm& to’

wtho Comnlcsioner—in—charge oxX the region. {Hew)
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SEC. [263] 264. Disqualification due to xelatiomship. - No
e

person related within the fourth civil degree of consanguinity

or affinity to any of the candidates or to any other member of

the board of canvassers shall be appointed as chairman or member -
. , !

|l thereof. - (Sec. 222, BP 881) i

SEC. [264] 265. Prohibition against leaving official
station. — No member of any board of canvassers, including’ény

substitute, shall be transferred, assigned, or detailed outside

2|of his official station, nor shall he leave said station within

five  (5) days immediately preceding election day until the
proclamation of the winning candidates, without prior auﬁhoriiy
of the Commission (Sec. 223, BP 881) .

SEC.  [265] 266. Proceedings of board of cagvassers. - The

‘|proceedings of the board shall be open and public. (Sec. 20, RA
i 6646) S S

A majority vote shall be necessary for the board to renderia
decision. (Sec. 235, BP 881) B
... gBC. {266] 267. Notice of meetings of the board. - At least
five (8') days before the initial meeting offthewhoard, the
chairman shall give written notice pf“the-date, time and place of
the meeting to each membér, candidate and political paftf
fielding - candidates for election in the political subdivision
concerndd: ““Similar notice shall be given for subsequent meetings

unless notice has been given in open session of the board.

“Hq;iéé given ‘in open session shall be recorded in the minutes of

‘the ﬁrgtégaihgéf Proof of service of notice shall be attached

X Eé,jand form part bf; the records of the proceedings. (Séc. 23,

RA ‘716G) |
SEC. [267] 268. Delivery and trapsmittal of election
retnurng. - The election returns, duly sealed and placed inside an

envelope, likewise to be sealed, shall be personally delivered Py
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"thegpoard of election inspectors under receipt siéned bylall the
members of the board of canvassers as follows: '
T(1)] (A) Copy for the.city or municipal board off
canvassers to the chairman of the board; and |
‘[(2)1 (B) Copies for the provincial and district boards of -

canvassers - to the election officer, who shall transmit the

same to the5respéctive chairmen of the provincial and district
boards of canvassers. | j

' fhe election officer concerr~d shall place all the returns
intended for the hﬁaxﬂ-of canvassers insidp a ballot box p?operly.
locked and sealed and personally transmit the same to thé board
of canvassers. |

Hatchers of candidates, political parties, o rganizations, or

"coalitions and the ACCREDITED citizens arm OF THE. COHHISSIOH

shall have the right to accompany the board of election

‘linspectors or the election officer in the delivery of the ballot

box containing the election returns. (Sec. 229, BP 881)

sEc. [268] 269. EBefokeoping of txanmmitted alection returns.
- The board shall. keep the ballot boxes containing the election

returns in a safe and secured room or place as may be agreed

upon by the candidates.  The watchers of candidates, political

| parties, organizations, or coalitions and.the citizens ar@ shall

have the right to B“ardithe room or place. (Sec. 229, BP Qﬁl)
snc. (2691 270. Catvess by haaxa of canvnngers. - rhe board

shall meet pnot later than six o'ciock in the afternoon of

lelection day at thz plece dPsrgnatcd by the Commission to receive

the election returns and - meediatﬁly canvass those that may have

already been received.” It skall meet :cntinuously from day to

‘lday until the'canvasaris .corpleted, and 'may adjourn only for

the purpose of aﬂaitinq the other alertion returns.

Before the ntaxt of the canvasu, the board ahall anter the
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prec1nct numbers -consecutively ‘in the statement of votes by
precinct. Each time the board adJourns, it shall determine the

tonal numner of votes received by each candldate in each

purpose. The board.shall record the same nogether with 'nhe
number of precincts canvassed for the dav, fnrn;sh tne
Comnission in Manila throngh the fastest means of conmnnication
a certified copy thereof, and make available the data contained
therein to the mass nedia and other interested part1es requesting
the ‘same. As soon as the other election returns are delivered,—
the board shall immediately‘resume canvassing unti% all_;ye-
returns have been canvassed. ‘
Upon completion of the canvass, the board shall prepare a
cert1f1cate of canvass, duly slgned ancl bear1ng the thumbprlnt of
each member, supported by a statemeut of the votes received'hy
each candidate in each precinct ard, on the nasis thereof,
proclaim as elected the candidates’sho obtained the highest
number of votes cast in the pfﬁvince dlstrict city,
municipality. Failure to comply vith these requ1rements shall
constitute an election offense. iy
Subject.to reasonable exceptidis,-the board must complepe
Tits canvass within thirty-six (36¢) hours in municipaiities,
forty;eight (48) hours in cities,;[cr]fnﬂn seventy-twa (72)
hours in provinces. (Sec. 231, BP 831) | |
SEC. [270] 271i. Convaszing : W - ‘The board of -
%canvassers may const1tute such numbe F of canvassing commlttees as-
may be necessary to enable it to couplete the canvass within the
period prescribed under the impediately preceding saction.  Each
cormittee shall be composed of three (3) rembers tb ibe designated
by the chairman and members of th: hoard. All candidates shall

§ ~

be notified in writing, at least three (3) days before the
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~61ection, of the number of committees to be constituted_go;thnt“

bhey=can designﬂﬁé their watchers in each connitteé.ﬁithe

committees shall be under the direct supervision and contmol of .

the board. (Sec 22, RA 6646) - .

sEC. [271] 272. Canvassing by nxn!insinl sitz dint:igt .apd
municipal hoards of canvassers. - [(1)] (A) The board . of
canvassers for cities th&t do not comprise one_(l) legislative
district or the municipal board oflcanvadsera shall ganvaas the

ilQrOCIai- the elected city or lﬁnicipa{ officials, as the case may

~ [{(2)] (B) The dity board of canvassers for éities
comprising one (1) or more legislative districts shall canvass
tLeaelectién ;etﬁrﬁs for President, vice-President,'Seqatérs,

Members of. the House of Representativesfand élective.city

prepdreﬂthe'certificate' of -canvass for President, Vice-

President, and Senators and fhﬁreafter proclaim the elected

I

Members of the House of Representatives and city officinla;

[(3)] (¢) t(a)] (1) 1In ld&fopolitan Manila, each
nuﬁicipality comprising a legislative district shall have . a
district board of canvassers which ghall.canvasélthe election
retqrns for President, vice—Presiaent, Senators, Members of thé
House of Representatives and elective municipal officials. Upon
completion of the cahvass, it shall prepare the certifiéate.of
[canvass for President, v1ce-President, sénators, and theteafter
“proclaim the elected Members of the House of Representatives and
municipal officials.

'[(b)] (2) <The component iunicipality in a Iegiélative

of canvassers which shall canvass the election returns for

election returns for city or municipal officials and thereafter

officialas. Upon completion of the canvass, the board shall

district in'metropolitan Manila shall each have a municipal board
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elective municipal officials and tnereafter proclaim the winning
candidates for municipal officials.

[(e)] (3) The district board of canvassers of each
legislative district conprising two (2) municipalities in

metropolitan Manila shall canvass the election returns for

j|president, Vice-President, Senators and Hember of the House of

.Representatlves suhmltted by the boards of election 1nspectors of

therqqmponent mun1c1pa11ties. Upon completion of the canvass, it

. |shall prepare a certiﬁicate of canvass for President, Vice-

president and Senators and thereafter proclaim the winning

candidate for Member of the House of Representatives in the.

legislative district.

- [(4)] (D) Tne provincial board of canvassers shall

lcanvass the election returns for President,:Vice-President,

Senators, Members of the House of Representatives and elective.
provincial officials as submitted by the boards of election

inspectors of mun1c1pa11t1es and component citles., Upon

"completlon of the canvaes it shall prepare, the certlficate of

canvass for .President, vice~Pre31dent and Senators, and
thereafter proclaim the winning candidates for. Hembers of the
House of Represantatives and prov1ncla1 offices.

With respect to . the regiomal elect1onsdin the Autonomous
Region in Muslim Mindanao, the quvinciai board of canvassers.

snall canvass the election returns submitted by the board of

lelection inspectors and upon completion .thereof. prepare the

certificate of_canyaasuior governor - ‘and vice-governor, and
theneafter proclaim the elected members of the Regional Assembly.

~ The fegional'beard _of cannassers,snall canvassjthe.
cert;gicates of canvass submitted.by the provincial heards of
canvassers in the region and thereafter proclaim the elected

candidates for gcvernor and vice-guvernor.. (Sec. 28, RA 7166)
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sec. [272] 273. Distxibution of certificates of canvass. -
With respect to the election for'President, vice-President and
senator; the provincial board of canvassers andi hoard.of
canvassers for cities with one (1) or more leglslative dlstrlcts

and dlstrict boards of canvassers in metropolltan Manlla shall
| prepare a certlflcate of canvass supported by statement ‘of

votes by prec1nct, and in proper cases, by mun1c1pa11ty, ?in

L, Tl ] i

“ seven (7) coples with the use of carbon paper or such other

Lty F

means oI mater1a1 as the Commission shall prescrlbe to the end
that a11 seven (7) coples shall be 1eg1b1y reproduced in one

handwrltlng All copies of said certlficate of canvass must hear

the sxgnatures and thumbmarks of all the members of the board.

'Upon the completion of these certlflcates of canvass and-

statements of votes, they shall each be enclosed and sealed ‘in
the correspondlng envelopes furnished hy the Comm1381on and

1mmediate1y distributed as follows' _ ) )

[(1)] (A) The flrst copy, to COngress, through the

Presldent of the Senate, for the canvass of electlon results
! SRR I S SR R ;
for President and Vice—Pre51dent-

[(2)]'"(8) The second copy, to the COmm1381on, for the s

P

e T

-

canvass of the electlon results for Senators,
.. mee

[(3)] (C) The third copy, to the chalrman of the board

[(4)] (D) The fourth copy, to the cxtlzens arm de31gnated
by the COmmlsslon to conduct a medla-based unoff1c1a1 ;ount and
N [(5)] (B) The fifth, sixth and seVenth coples, to the
Hhthree (3) major p011t1ca1 partles. The COmmission shall declde
;‘whlch partles shnll receive the coples of the certiflcate of
canvass on the basls of the criterla prov1ded.in Section 98
’ hereof. The partles recelvlng the certificates shall have the
: ob11gat10n to fBIDISh the other partles with authent1c coples

tlhereof with the least possmle delay. (Sec. 29(b), RA 7166) '
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sEc. [273] 274. Elaction xetwrns uith serial number
different £rom nsasigped m} - Any election returns with
serial nﬁmber different frcm 'ﬁhat assigned to a precinct shall
not be canvassed inless- the Comuission orders in writing for its
canvassing. The varience shall be deternmined by the board p'rior

to its canvassing or the basig of the certification of the city

or municipal \treasurer or the election officer as to the serial

number of the election returns azsigned to said precinct. (Sec.
|212, Bp 881)

SEC. [274].275. hen alactign xotmtes savo dslaped, Jlost ok
LM. - In case its copy of the election returhs is nissing,
the board of czavassers shall, by messenger or otherwise, obtain
Ilsuch rizning ulection returns from the bosrd of election
inspectors concerned, or, :f said returns has been 1|ost or’

destroyed, the beard o canvassers, Utgon prior authority of the
i(:omms:‘..:::‘,- may use any «f the suthentic copiez or a céx:t:lfied
Icc:npy the._.;oz issued by \the Cornmizsion.  The .[B]Boe._rd: shall
invectigate the case ond immediately xaeport the matter to the
Commigsion.

Tho b::,ard of CBRTassers, motwithstavnding the fact that not

' a11 'I:hf" election retuvrns hkavy heen received, =Ay fc——‘“nte the

-l a

canvass and proclaim the wimmily candidntés on the basis of the
availnhle election returns if - tim miaai ing alecticn raturns will
not affect thz renults of the elet om. (Sec. 233, BP 2 881)

[275] 276. pptamisd dafiec ) Anm elgetion meturp. - If

[

'1t.he nane of any candidateo snd/or his:vites heave bacn omnitted from

the electicn returns,  the oard of cam:agers shall regunire the’
board of ﬁ@;&cti@n inﬂp.":!ct@?ﬂ concernad +o ‘T.f@lete the nan2ssary
data in the ajectiu: relluwres Ind Arfix theju imitiala éhev-eo. n.

: . . 2
Iff tho votes choitied in  «hn retumns copnot be cocertmined

Hby other =cans excent by racemmting the kallats,. the Cormission
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shall, after satisfying itself that the identity and

..integrity of the ballot box and the ballots therein have not been

violated, order the board of election inspectors to couat the I

'votes for the candidate whose votes have been omitted, wrth

notice to all candldates or polltlcal parties, and thereafter
complete the returns. (Sec. 234, BP 881)

SEC [275] 277. Mhen election returns appear to be tsnaaxsﬂ
with or falzsified or no election xetnrns have been ssha;ttgga -
If the election returns submitted to the board ot caavass%rs
appear to be tampered sith altered or falsified after tﬂey
have left the hands of the board of election inspectors, or are

‘lotherwise not authentlc, or were prepared by the hoard of

'lelection inspectors under duress, force, OR 1nt1midat;on, or

pfepared by persons other than the members of the hoard of

election 1nspectors, the board shall use any of the other 00p1es

! of a1d election returns and, if necessary, the copy inside the
' ballot inx, which may be retrleved upon previous authority g1ven
by the Commission.

If all the other copies of the returns are likewise tampered
with, altered, falsified, not authentic, prepared under'duress,

lIforce, OR intimidation, or prepared by persons other than the
‘"membersmof the board of election inspectors, the board of

‘|canvassers or any candidate affected shall bring the matter to

the attention of the Commission. The Commission shall, after

giving notice to all candidates concerned and after satisfying

itself that the identity and integrity of the ballot box and
Jthe ballots therein have not been violated, order the board of

‘election inspectors to recount the votes of the candidates

affccted and prepare a new return to be used by the board. (Sec.
235, BP 881) |

The foreqoing remedies shall also apply where no election
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"returns has been submitted to the hoard of canvassers. (#Bw)

. sEc. [277] 278. Discxepancies il election retwrna. ~ In case
it appears to the board of canvassers that there exist
discrepahcies in the other authentic copies of the election
returns from a precinct or discrepancies in the votes of any
candidate. “IF TARAS," in words and IN figures in the sanme
fp;urns, and the difference affects the results of the.el?ction,

the Commission shall, upon motion of the board of canvassers or

jWany candidate affected and after dné notice to all candidates or

political parties concerned, and after satisfying itself of the
integrity of the ballot box and the ballots therein, or@er-thgi
recount of the votes cast. (Sec. 236, BP 881) . | '

SEC. [278] 279. [Coxrection of Manifest Exrora) [ORVIONGLY
MAHUFACYURED RETUEBNS OR CERTINXCATES.] ELECXION RETURNE QR

‘JEEBQEQL - IN THE EXRRCISE OF ITS ADHIHIS!RA!IVE POWERS, the

board of canvassers, or the Commission in appropriate cases, may,

motn proprio or upon written motion by an interested party,

EKCLUPE tQBVIOUSLY MANUFPACTURED ELECTION RETURNS AND CERTIFICAYES
OF CANVASS order the correction of] ELECTION RBIURﬁS AED |
IHBIIFICA!ES_OP 'CANVASS WITH SIA!ISEICALLY IHPROEABLEHSNERIES OR

O B

' CPDER THE CORRECTIONS OF maniqutﬂerrors in any of the fo;lowing

cases: . , :

{(1)] (A) When a copy of the.election returns or
certificate of canvass was tabulated more: than once;
| {(2)] (B) when two (2) or more copies of the election
Wretu:as of one precinct, or two (2) or more copies-gf the
cerrifioate of canvass were tabulated separately;

g(B)],_(c) When thn:e had been a mistake in the édpying of

the fiqures into the statement of votga.pr~igto the certificate

of canvass; or




0 ® -] >y \n L3 w 3] [ o

T =
W N =, O

14
15
16
17
18
19

20

21
22
23
24

25..

26

27

28

29

30
31

Page 142

"[(4)] (D) when returns from non—exlstent prec1ncts vere
1ncluded in the canvass [Hew] |

SsBC. [279] 280. Certificate 0f votes as evidence. - The
céiéifiéétécdf votes shall be admissible in evidence to prove
f;&ﬁéring; alteration, falsification or any ffrégﬁldritg
dommitted in the eleGtion 'retiirns when duly ‘authenticated by
testimonial or documéntary evidence presented to the board of
éaniaQsers'bf all the members of the board of eleétion
inspéctors who issued ihe}ée}tiffcatg. Pailuré"ié'bfééénfhg
Eertffiéatb'of' votes Shéii'hbt be a bar to the présénfaiibn of
other ev1dence o 1mpugn the authentlclty ‘of the electlon
returns. (Sec. 17, RA 6646) '

SEC. [280] 281. When integrity of ballota ia violated.
upon open1ng the ballot box as ordered hy the cOmmiss1on under
Sections 275 2?6[ ] AND 27? [278] hereof, ‘it should appear
that there are: 81gns of tamperrng - 6r violation of the 1ntegr1ty
of the hallots, ‘the" Commission shall not’ recotnt the ballqts but
shall forthwith seal the ballot Box and order its safekeeping and
may, if the ﬁdféélin'the'préciﬂét concerned affect thefrésﬁlt of
't";lie é]féc‘tion, call 'é specia"l' :r‘éféci':i:‘on. ‘(Sec.’ 2‘-37, BP":’BBI,.Amend-
éd) '
" “"'sre. {2811 282. canvass gt unquestioned retuwrns to continge.
< In cases under Séctions 275, 276, 277 and 278 hereof, the hoard

R X . - "o N

shall continue the canvass of the remaining or unquestloned
election returns. If, after the ¢anvass of all ‘the said returns,
it should be determined that the returns’ which have been set

aside will affect the result of the-eleétion, no proélamation

shall be made except upon order of the Commission, after due

notice and hearing. o
e i - : e -
Any .proclamation made in violation hereof shall be null and

void. (Sec. 238, BP 881) "
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SEC. [282] 283. Canvass of votes for Bepators. - Thirty (30)
days after the elections, the Commission sitting en banc and
acting as the Nationel Board of Cenvassers for Senators shall
convene and publicly count the votes cnst for Senators using the
certificates of canvass submitted by the provincial and district
hoards of canvassers. The cnndidates in the number of Senators
to be elected who obtained the highest number of- votes shall be
declared elected (Sec. 215, 1971 EC, Amended) |

SBEC. [283] 284. Elactions resulting in a tie. - When two
(2) or more candidates for the same office have equally received
the highest number of votes or received the same number of votes
for the last.slot, the board shall record this fact_in its

ninutes, and, by resolution, upon five (5) days' notice to all

: nthe candidntes obtaining the same nunber of votes, hold a special

public neeting for the drawing of lots of the candidates who have
tied and proclainm es elected the candidates who ;.y be fasored by
luck.” The board of canvassers shall forthvith issue a
certificate stating the name of the candidate who hed been
ievosed by luck end his proclamation on the basis thereof. The
candidates so proclaimed shall have the right to assume office in
the same manner as ‘if he had been elected by plurality vote.
(Sec. 240, BP 881) | |

" ' sEc. [284] 285. Failure to assuma offica. - The office of
?ny elected official who fails or refuses to take his oath of
cfilce within sixty‘(GO) days from his proclamation shell ba
coneidercd vacant, enless said failure is for a cause or causes
beyoad his control in which case he has to take his oath of
office and assume ‘the- position within one (1) month after the

removal of the cause.

The fOregoing is without prejudice to aqy ‘criminal liability

lthet said official may have incurred. (Sec. 11 BP 881)
b
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ARTICLE IX. PRE-PROCLAMATION CONTROVERSIES

SEC. [285] 286; Refiniticn. - A-pre-prdclamation‘contfoversy
refers to any question éffecﬁing-the composition'or procéedings
of the board of canvassers or any matter raised in relation to
the prepération, transmission, receipt, custody, or appreéiation
of tﬁe election returns or certifiqﬁ%es of canvass. (Sec. 241,
BP 881)

sEC. [286]--287. jurisdiction ever pze-proclamation
gﬁngggzg:gggg. - The Commission shall have exclusive jurisdiction
over all preﬁnoclamation cohtroversies. It may, motu proprio or
upon written petition, and after dve notice and hearing, guspend'
the proclamation of any candidate—élect or annul any
proclamation, if one has been made, as ‘the evidence shall'qarrént
(Sec. 242, BP 881)

SEC. {[237] 288. Ezgeaxgszﬂnﬂﬁiﬂa contravexaies; uhgzg not
allowed. - Pre-proclanation controversies are not alloved in
elections for President, vicé—President;"Sénators, Members of the
Houée of Representatives;, and ‘governo¥, vice-governor AND
REGIdHAL ASSEMBLY NRYBFRR-of the Antonomous Region.’

Any objection tc the election returns or certificates of
canvass before the éistrict; city,7municipa1, provincial or.
regional board of canvasgsers shall be spec1f1ca11y noted in the
minutes of its proceedings. (Sec. 15, RA 7166, Amended)

SEC. [288] 289. Esahaxq_lgmgzinm contraversies; Where
allowyed. - Pre—proclamatlon controver51es involving prov1ncia1

amin

city and nunicipal ofificez ohall bﬂ alloved:
SEC. [282] 290. Pre-proclanation controversias; How
cozmanced. - Questions affecting the compesition or proceedings

of the board of canvassers may be initiated in the board or
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jdirectly with the Commission. ' However, matters raised in

{relation. to- the preparation, transmission, receipt,lcustody and

appreciation of the election returns or certificates of canvass
shall be brought -in the first instance only before the board of
canvassers .concerned. (Sec. 17, RA 7166)

.. BEC. [290] 291.. Issunes propex :Ln pre-praclagation

licontzoveraies. - The. following issues may be raised in a pre~

proclaﬁation:controversy:~e S e
' [(1)] (A) Illegal composition or proceedings of the board
of canvassers; .. ok ; |
[(2)] (B) The canvassed election returns or certificates

of canvass are incomplete, contain material defects, appear to be
taape:ed.with‘or-falstfied,ror:contain discfepancies in the same
returns or_ in other authentic copiéa thereof;

- [(3)]. (c). fhe election returns -or certificates of canvass
were-prepa;ed-under duress, threats; coercion, or intiﬁidation,
or not authentic; and ... Lo Pt

[04}1 .{D) %hen:substitute or fraudulent returns or

. jjeertificates in controverted pracihcts*uefe_canvassed, the

results of which:materially affected.the standing of the

llaggrieved candidate or candidates.-. (Sec. 243, BP 881, Amanded)

.. 5mC. [291) 292. Conternted compositiow ox proceedirsn of tha

- lenardtle — if:the-question on the composition or proceesdings of the

hane=d of danvasﬁerS'is.raised before it, the board shall, within
tweaty-four (2¢) hours, make a.ruling thereon with notice to the
conteastant. +'he aggrieved party may appeal the matter to the

wnicsion wichin threg (3) days after the ruling with notice to
the board. Tae Commission shall sunaarily.decide the case within

five (5) davs from the filing thereof. During the péndency of

. lthe .cace, the board shall suspend the ganvaés until the

Ccmnission orders its resumption, citing the grounds therefor.
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(Sec. 244, BP 881, Amended)

SEC. [292] 293. Rrgcedure in th disposition Qﬁ EQBEQ&I&Q
xeturns. - [(1)] (A) Any candidate.or p011t1ca1 party
contesting the inclusion or exclusion of any- election returns or
certificate of canvass shall submit his or its oral objeétion to
the chairman of the board at the time the questionéd returns or
certificate is presented for .inclusion in the canvaés, Such |
objection shall be recorded in the minutes of the canvass. | A

{(2)] (B) Upon receipt of any objection, the board shall
aungaticélly_Qefer the canvass of the contested returns or:
certificates and proceéd to canvass the uncontested retﬁrns'or'
certificates.

[(3)] (C) Simultaneous with the oral objection, the

.llobjecting pafty shall enter his objection in the form presCribed

by the Commission. With1n twenty four (24) hours from the
presentation of such objection, the obJectlng party shall submit
evidence in support thereof, attached to the form for wrltten
cbjections. Within the same period, any party may file a written
and verifieq oppositioh-to the objection in'ﬁhe-prescrihed fbrml
attaching thereto supporting evidence, if any.

The board shall not entertain any objection or opposition
tnless reduced in writing in the prescribed form/s and supported
by_evidence; otherwise, the objection or~oppo§ition shall be
decmed waived, and the board shall proceed to canvass or fule on
the objected returns or certificates, as the case may be.

The ev1dence attached to the objection or oppos1t10n
submitted by the parties  shall be immediately and fqrmally
admitted into the records-of the board. The chairman.shail affix
his szignature at the back of each and every page thereof. |

[(4)] (D) Upon receipt of the evidence, the board shall

consider. the vritten objectiona and opposition thereto, if any,
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and enter its ruling in the prescribed form and authenticate the
same'witthheir signatures, fufnishing‘a éeby thereof:to the
parties.
~[(5)] (E) 'Any party adverselyraffected by the ruling shall
imwediately inform' the board infwriéihg that he intends to appeal
said ruling. The board shall set aside'the eiection returns or
ﬁertificates objected to and piéceéd-ib consider the-other
feturnswor certificAtes. Unless such intent is manifested, the
objection is deemed waived, and the election retﬁ?ns or
certificates set aside shall be canvassed. | |
[(6)1 (F) The party’ who manifested his intent to appeal

may, within three (3) days from notice to the board, appeal said

|lruling to the Commission. He shall furnish a copy thereof to the

board and pay the required appeal fee.

(7)] (G): The board shall, immedlately upon recelpt of a
copy of the appeal, elevate to the COmm19510n the complete
records and the evidence submitted in the canvass and furnish the

parties coples thereof. All documents should be slgned hy the

'lboard at the back thereof before they are transmitted to the .

Commission.

-[{8)] '(H) On the ba51s of the records and evidence
elevated to it, the Commission shall summarily declde the appeal
wx;hln‘flve (5) ‘days from the receipt of said recprde and
evidence. "Any appeal brought before the Commission on the ruling
of the bpard-withecut the accompliéhedﬁforhs and the evidence
appended thereto shall be summarily dismissed.
| The above provisions notwithstan&ing, the Commission may
motu proprio secure evidence aliundetin‘order-io expedite the
preceedings and afford substantive jusfiee.

._ The decision of the Commission shall be executory five (5)

days from receipt thereof by the board.
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[(9)] (I) The board of canvassers shall not proclaim any
candidate as winner unless authorized by the Commission after it

has ruled on the appeal. Any proclamation made in violation

“lhereof shall be void ab initio, unless the contested returqs or

certificates of canvass will not adversely affect the ré?ﬁlts of

l'the electionsa.  (Sec. 20, RA 7166)

" ‘sEc. [293] 294. Partial proclamation. - Fotwithstanding the
pendéncy of any pre-proclamation controversy, the éommiséibh may
éﬁmmﬁrily order the proclamation of the winning candidates not
partieéﬂto any controversy or whose election Qill not be affected
by the outcome of the controversy. (Sec.:241,PﬁP 881)

- SEC. '[294] 295. Pre-proclamation controversy; Whenm deened
terminated. '- All pre-proélamation controversies pending before
the Commission shall be deemed terminated at the beginning of the
term of the office involved and the rulings of the board of
ca;vassers concerned shall be deemed affirmed;'without prejudice
to the filing of an election protest. However, proceedings may

continue when, 6h the basis of the evidence thus far presented,

the Commission determines that the petition appears meritorious

and accordingly issues an order for the proceedings to continue
or when an appropriate ‘order has been .issued by the Supreme Court
in a-petition for certiorari: ‘(Sec. 16, RA 7166) B
IN ‘SPECIAL OR RECALL ELECTIONS, THE RULINGS OF THE BOARD OF
CANVASSERS SHALL BE DEEMED AFFIRMED AFTER 30 DAYS. (NEW)
" SEE. [295] 296. Rffect of petition to anmul proclamation. -
A petition to annul the proclamation of“aﬁy'éaﬁdidate:naf be
filed with the Commission within five (5) days from proglamationf
The filing of such petition shall suspend the running bf the
period within which to file an-electioﬁ'protest or quo warranto

proceedings. (Sec. 248, BP 881, Amended)

v
P
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ARTICLE X. ELECTION CONTESTS

SEC. [296] 297. Election contests. - The term "election
contests, " when used in this COde refers to election protest and
quo warranto proceedinga. (Rew)

SEC. '[297] 298. nlgggjgn:ézgggggé - A sworn petition

contest1ng the election of any electlve off1c1a1 [shall] MAY be

~f11ed by any candidate who has duly filed a certificate of

candldacy and HAS been voted for the game office. (Sec. 250, BP

l8s1)

BEC. [298] 299. mnmn for quo warranto. - A sworn

_ petitlon contestlng the electlon of any elective official on the

ground of ineligibility or dlsloyalty to the Republic of the
Phil1pp1nes [shall] MAY be filed by any voter. (Sec. 253, BP
881, Amended) | -
SEC. [299] 300. Jnxinﬂistinn over election snniﬂﬂsa -
Jurlsdlctlon over contests relatlng to the electlons, returns and
qualifications of electlve officials shall be vested_ip the
'fellowingz | | w . |
;[(1)] (A)?\Presidential Electoral fribueel ~'over contests
1nVOIV1ng the Pr931dent and V1ce—Pr331dent (Sec. 4, Art. VII,

Const )

[(2)] (ﬁ) Senate Eleetoral rribunal - over contests

'inVOIVing'Hembers of the Senate; (Sec. 17, Art. VI, Const.)

[(ij (C) House of Representatlves Rlectoral Trihunal -
over contests 1nvolv1ng Hembers of the House of Representatives;
(Sec. 7, Art. VII, Const.) )

[(4)] (D) cCommission on Elections - over contests
1nvolving reglonai prOV1nc1al and city offlclals, (Sec. 2, (2),
Art. IX, C Const )

[(5)] (B) cCourts of generalljurisdictioh - over contests
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involving municipal officials; and (Sec. 251, BP 881)
[(6)] .ﬁr); Courts of limited jurisdiction -, over contests

1nvolving barangay officials. (Sec. 252, BP 881)

.....

sEC. [300] 301. Jurisdiction of the Compission. - The

COmmisﬂion shall exercise exclusive original jurisdiction over

o ‘h‘;

all contests relating to the elections, returns, and

h qualifications of. all elective regional, pProvincial and city

;officials, and appellate jurisdiction over all 'contests

involving elective municipal officiale decided by trial courts of
jgeneral jurisdiction, or IRVOLVING elective barangay officials
decided by trial courts ofjlinited juriodiction. (sec. 2(2),
art. IX(C), Const.) | |
- BEC. [301] 302 Period in file Mmm msne.m

verified petition for election contest shall be filed as follows:

[(1)] .(A) For regional provincial city or municipal
offices - within ten (10) days from proclamation of the reaults
of the election. (8ecs. 250 and 251, BP 881) ‘ _

[(z)] (B) For barangay offices - within five (5) days from |
proclamation of thelresults of the;election. . (sec. 252, BP 881,
1iﬁmded} N

_ SEC. [302] 303. nmmginlmunmnmmmiﬂml

@x hgxeggng Qgﬁiggg - rhe hearing on election contests in courts
of general Jurisdiction ohall be completed vithin thirty (30)
day: from the date of filing of the petition. The court: ‘shall
decide the case within thirty (30) days_fron'tne date it is
sulmitted for decision; nnt in every case within six (6) months
after its filing. (lew) _ - ;

The hearing on election contests in courts of limited juris—
dictlon shall he completed within ten (10} days from the DATE OF

iling of the petition. The trial court'shall decide the

election protest within five (5) daya from the dete it is
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_sgbmitted for decision but in every case within thirty (30) days

after the filing thereof. (New)

SEC. [303].304. Procedure in election contestg. - The

Commission shall prescribe the rules to govern the procedure and

jother matters relating.to the election contest pertaining to all

regional, provincial, city, municipal and barangay offices. Such

rules shall provide a simple and inexpensive procedure for- the

expeditious disposition of election contests and SHALL -be

published in at least two . (2) newspapers of general

circulation, (Sec. 254, BP 881, Amended)

GBC. [304] 305. Judicial counting of voten. -~ Where
allegations in a protest or counter-protest so warrant, or
wvhenever in the opinion of the Commission [and] OR the court, the

interest of justice so reguires, it shall immediately order that

the ballot boxes containing the ballots and their keys or: other

doc;ments used in the election heubfoucht before it and that the
ballots b° examined and the votes recounted. (Sec. 255, BP 881)

l | ES&C- 305. Raclopation of wirmexr in guo warramto casen. - In
qﬁo warranto proceedings, if the winning candidate is disquali-
fied on the ground of ineligibility or disloyalty, the Commission
or the couri, as the‘case may be, shall declare as elected the
candidate for the same pozition who obtained the second highest
nunier of votes. (Hew)]

SEC. 3@5..EFQi§iQE on clection coptast. - The party wvho has
hgen declared elected shall have the right to- assucs office upon
finality of judgzent.

In case the Commission or the court finds that the
protestant, protestee, or intervenor shall have an equal or
highest number of votes, it shall order the drawing of lots b}

those who have tieé andl proclaim as elected the party who may

-(have been. favcred by luck. The party so proclaimed shall have
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3% "lvote.  (Sec. 224, 1971 Ec, Amended) ]
3 SEC. 307. DECLARAYION QF WILENER IN QUC YARRARTO CASES. - IN
4 |QUO WARRANTO PROCEEDINGS, IF. THE WINNING CANDIDATE IS DISQUALI-

FIED OR THE GROUND OF INELIGIBILITY OR DISLOYALTY, THE COMMISSION

OR THE COURT, AS THE CASE MAY BB, SHALL DECLARE AS ELECTED THE

5

6

7 CANDIDATE FOR THE SAME POSITION WHO OBTAINED THR SECOﬁD.HIﬂnFST'
8 NUMBER OF VOTES. (REﬁ)l |

9

sec. {307] 3os8.

3. — Appeals from any decision ren-

10 dered by courts of Qeneral and limited jurisdiction in election |

11. |[contests shall be filed by the aggrieved party with the Commis-

12 sion within five (5) days from the promulgation of the decision
13 |or receipt of [a copy. thereof] THE DECISION. (Sec. 28, RA 7166,
14 [nnended) |

15 ' Ko motion for reconsideration shall be entértained~hy the
16 court. The appeal shall be decided within sixty (60) dhys afier
17 the caose has been submitted for decision, but not later than six
18 (6) months from the filing of the appeal. (Sec. 256, BP 881,

19 Amanded[; Sec. 22, RA 7166])

20 . Notwithstanding the provisibns of the Rules of Court,
21 execution of judgment pending appeal shall not apply to'election
22 jlcases. (Hew) i

23 | SRC. [30a] 2309. pacisionn gg the Comninpnion. - The COmnis—
24 asion shall decide all election cases brought before it ‘'within
25 sixty (60) days fronm the date of their suhmission for decision.
26 The decision of the COmmissaon shall become final thlrty (30)
27 days [after] FROM promulgatxon or receipt of [judgment] THE
28 DECISIOH (Ssec. 257, BP 881, AHEHDBD)

29 o " Declsiona, final orders, or rulings of the COnniasion on

30 election contests involving elective municipal and harangay'

31 offices shall be final, executory and not aﬁpeélable. (Sec. 2
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(2), art. I%(C), Conmst.) |
sEc. [309] 310. Pxeferentisl disposition of alection con-
tapts in courtem. - The courts.shall give preference to election
contests over all other cases, except those of habeas corpus.

(Sec. 258, BP 881)
.. 82c. [310] 311. Actmal

compensatory damages may be granted in election contests in

accordence with law. (Sec. 259, BP 881)
SEC. [31i1] 312. Botica of docisienn. - The clerk of court

llor the correspendirng official in tho Coznission AS THE CASE MAY

nZ, shall iroediately notify the Department of the Interior and
oozl Government of the f£inal disposition of the election con-

teﬁt.' If the decision be that nome of -the parties has been

legolly clected, said official shall certify such decision to the

President of the Philippines and to the Commisaion. - (Sec. 260,

o

| ABPACLE II. FLRCZYCS OFFEISRS

e

=¢. [312] 323. Prooivdidtnd peta. - The folloving shall be
guiity of an election offense: |
) Vote buying and vote ﬂellin§ -
(a) bny persen who glves, offers, or promises mbnéy
or amything of value, erployzent, franchise, or grent,
or malkes or offers to make an expenditure, directly or
Ang@iractliy, to any percon or group of persons in ordar
o inducs anycne to Vote for or against any candidate
or vithhold his vote in the electigﬁ or to vote for or
, agaiﬁat the remipation of any acnirant inm a Canan-

tion or zimilar gelecticn process of 2 pelitical
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(b) Any person, association, dorporatioﬁ, group, or
community that solicits or receives, directly or
indirectly, any expenditure or promise of employment
for any of the foregoing considerations. (Sec. 261
(a), (b) and (j), BP 881) |
The filing of a complaint under the foregoing'paragrapha
supported by affidavits of complaining witnesses attesting to the
offer or promise by or .to the voter's acceptance of money or

other consideration from the candidates, relatives, leaders, or

‘sympathizers of a candidate, shall be sufficient basié for an

investigation to be immediately conducted by the COméissibn,
directly or through its duly-authorized legal 6fficers.

The giver, offeror or promissor, as.well as the solicitor, '
acceptor or recipient shall be liable as principals. Ahf person
otherwise guilty underlthé foregoing paragraphs who volqntarily
gi;es information and willingly testifies on any vi@lation 
thereof in any official investigation or proceeding spallAbe
exempt from prosecutién and punishment for the offensés with
reference to which his information and testimony were giien:

Provided, That nothing herein shall exempt such person from

crininal prosecution for perjury or false testimony. (Sec. 28,

RA 6646, Amended) | .

(2) Wagering upon result of election - Any person who bets
or wagers upon the outcome off or ahy confingency connected with
an election. Any money or thing of value put as such bet or
vager shall be forfeited in favor of the government. (Sec. 261;
(c), BP 881)

(3) Coercion-of subordinates - Any person exercising or

occupying a position of authority, in whatever cdpacity, vhether

_puhlic or private, any public officer or any officer of any

public or private corporation or association, or any head,
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5-1 . i|superior, or administrator of any religious brghﬁiz&tiﬁh, or “any
ar 2 - jemployer or landowner, who iﬁ'any manner: ,; '
3 (a) Coerces, ihtinidﬁtes, OR compels any of'ﬁis '
4 “{'=?~ subordinates, [or] members, [or] parishioners, [oE]
5 . i+ ~--7 employees or. house helpers, tenants, overseers, farm
'6 - helpers, tillers or leaseholders to aid, campaign,
vi . or- vote for or against any candidate or any
8 .. - aspirant for nomination as candidate. .
9 1 (b) Dismisses or threatens to dismiss, punishes ég
- 10 - threatens to punish any of his subordinates f&; )
11 . disobeying or not complying with any of his orders ;p
. 12 - aid, campaign:or vote for or agains't_: any‘_candidate. ér
13 : any -aspirant for nomination as candidate. Any
14 "  employee, laborer or tenant so diamis#ed or ejecteé
15 e shall.be reinstated and the salgry or wage of the
i 16 .. . employee or laborer, or the share of the ha}vest of
17 | .  the tenant withheld shall be restored. (Sec. 261,
18 i (a), BP 881, hmended) ’ ;
19 ) (4) <Threat{s], intimidatidn,lter;orism, or &ge ;}
. 20 Jfraudulent scheme - Any person vho, in any manner threften:s-:,
21 intimidates, or inflicta injury or Qamage, upon any person, his
: 22 honor or property, or uses any fraudulent scheme to indﬁce or

23 prevent .the registration cof any voter, or the participation in or
24 ldesistance from any campaign, 6r the casting of or omission to
~25  |vote. (Sec. 261, (e), BP 861, Arended) .

, 26 . {9) Coercion .of election officials ~and employees; - Aﬁy
127 . |person. who, in any manner, harasses, threatens,,ihtinidates,
28 terrorizes, [or] coerces or employn violenée upon any officiai

- 29 or... employee- or deputy of the Commission -in the peffdrﬁ&nce of
' 30 his election duties. (Sec. 261, (f), BP 881, gmandéd) | .

31 | . .{6) .Appointment of new employees, creation of new
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positions, promotionS, or giving salary increases - During the

period of forty-five (45) &ays before a regular election and

'ﬁhigty .{30) days before a special election:

. (a) Any appointing authority of a government office,

. -agency or instrumentality, including goverhment-owned
..,;0T ~controlled corporations, who appoints or hires any

new _employee, wvhether permanent, provisional;
temporary or casual, or creates and fills any new
lposition, except upon prior authority of the

Commigsion. The COmmission shall not grant the
authority sought uﬁiess it is satisfied that tﬁe
posit;pn to be filled is essential to the proper.
funétioning_ of the office or agency concerned, and is .
‘not intended to influence the election.

However, a new'employee;may hé appointed in case
of urgént‘need: Provided, That notice is given to the

'COmmi§§1on within three (3) days from the date éf
| appointment. Any appointment or hiring in violati?n

of this provision shall be null and void.

:;(b) Any government official who prométes or giv?s

any increase of salary, [or] remmeration or privileéé
. to any government official or employee, ‘including

those in Qovernment—oﬁnéd Sr' [—]contrdlléd
' ,corpbrationg. (Sec. 261, (g), BP 881, Amended) '

(7) Transfer of officers and employees in the civil
Qervicé - Any public officis)l wvho makes or causes any trénsfer,
detail[,] or reassignment of any officer or employee in “the
civil service, including public school teachers, within the
(Sec. 261, (h), BP 831, Irended)

. (8) Intervention of public officers and employees - Any
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officer or employee ie the civil service, except those
holding political offices, such as CAbinet members and elective
officiale, any offlcer, enployee, or nenher of the Armed Fbrces

“iof the Phllipplnee, or any police force, special forces, home

laefense forces, harangay tanod unite and all other para-military

units who, dlrectly or indxrectly, intervenes in any election
campaign or engages in any pertiaan political activity, except
to vote or to preaerve public order, if he is a peace officer
(Sec. 261 (1), BP 881, Amended)

(9) Premature campaigning - Apy person or group of
persons engaging in an election . eaapaign or partisan political
ectxvity outside the campalgn perlod [Sec.. 80 BP 881].

(10) App01ntnent or use of special policemen, special
agents, confidential agents, or the like -~ .During the election
period, any eppointing_ aetherity”who appoints or any person who
utilizes the services of special policemen, special agents,
confidential agents or persons ﬁerforning similar fungtioﬁa;
those 'preiiouslf aépointed as suce wvho continue actinglin the
ceme capacity, of those who fail to turn over their firearms,
Puniforms, ineignies and other badges of authority to the'proper
cificer vho issued the same. ‘ '

" At the start of the aforementioned period, the heads of
iccal government units or any appointing authority shall submit
to the Commission a complete list of all special policenren,

geecial agents, confidential agents or persons performing similar

jifurctions employed in their respective political subdivisions,

with such particulareres the Cbueieeion may require. (Sec. 261,
(=), DP 881, bmended) - ) | , .
{(31) Illegal release of prisonern before and after election

- The Director of the Bureau of Prisons, any provincial warden,

kezpor of the jail, or person required by lav to keep prisoners
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in their custody who illegally orders or allows any such-

prlsoners to leave the jail premises during the election perlod.
The above-enumerated persons required by law to keep

prlsoners in their custody shall post in three (3) consplcuous

publlc places in the city or munlclpality a list of prisoners or

ldetainees under the1r care. Detalnees must be categorized as

such. (Sec. 261 & BP 881, Amended) | R
(12) Use of public funds, money deposited_in';rust,'
equipment, facilities ﬁined or controlled by the government for
an election campaign - Any-pgrsbn who uses under any guise
whatsoever, directiy~ér indirectiy,lfor-election campaign or
partisan p;iitical activity:
(a) Public.funds or money deposited with, or held in
trust by, public finﬁﬁcing institutions or 5y
government offices, banks, or agencies; |
(b) Any pr1nt1ng press, newspaper, news agency, radiot
or telev131on station or audio-visual equipment
opcrated or sequestered by the Government or by its
divisions, subdivisions, agencies or instrumentalities,
including governméﬁt—owned or —controlléd corporations;
or |
(c) Any equipment, veﬂicle, facility, apparatus, or
‘paraphernalia owned by the Qovernnent or by its
political subdivisions, agéncies inéluding'government—
ovned or —-controlled corpor&tions. (sec. 261 (o), BP
881, Amended) | o
(13) DPeadly weaﬁons - Any person who carries any deadly
veapon in  the ﬁolling place or canvassing center and within a
radins of one hundred (100) mefers thereof during the voting,
counting of votes or canvassing of the eiection returns. (Sec.

261, (p), -BP 881, Amendedj
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(14) BEARIKG, CARRYING OR TRANSPORTING FIREARMS,
AHHUHI?IOES, EXPLOSIVES OR AIRGUNS —-- ANY PERSON WHO BEARS,

l CARRIES, OR' TRARSPORTS FIRBARMS, AMMUNITIORS, EXPLOSIVES OR

AIRGURS . OUTSIDE THE PLACE OF RESIDEHCE OR PLACE OF BUSIRESS.
DURING ELECTIOH PERIOD EVEW IF LICERSED TO POSSESS OR CARRY "HE
SBME; URLESS ADTHORIZED IR WRITIEG PY THE CGHMISSIOH. A HOTOR
VEHICLE. WATER ‘OR AIR CRAFT SHALL HOT BE OOESIDBRED A RESIDEHCB

 PHE ISSUANCE OF LICEWSES FOR FIREARMS ARD EKXPLOSIVES SHALL
ﬁg'guspﬁmpmn_nunxme THE RLECTION PERIOD.. . (Sec. 261,,(q), BP 881,
Amégéeai Sec:'32, /RA 7166, Amended) - i
'[(15) ‘Bearing or trgnspofting fireqzﬁs, ammunitiona,woﬁ
erplosives - Any person vho, during the ‘electiqn.‘period bear§

h%r transuortarfiééaEES;-ammunitions, or explosives or air.gun ~in

jpablic places, including any bullding, street park, pr1vate

vehlcle, or puhllc conveyance, even if 1icensed to possess or

carry the sane, unless authorized in writing by the Commission.

' The issusnce of firearms and explosives licenses shall be

susgended during the elcction period.] Vi _
| [GnJy r]ReguIar memhers or officers of the Philippine

Fational Eolice[,] AED the hrmadrﬁbrcgsJofgthg Pbilipplnes [and

othexr law enforcement-agenclies of the Gevernment] whe are

e dé?utizgd in writing by the Commission for election dutyumayuﬁa

athorized to _carry and possess firearns during the.élection
pericd:  Provided, That, whem in the possession of firearms, the
deputised law enforcenmant officer must be: . R |

(a) 'In”fﬁll vniform shcwing.clemriy and legibly his
d | name, rank and - serial number which shali remain
_visiblc at all times; and | 7
_ (h) In the actual performance of his election duty in
‘the specific area designeted hy the Commission. (Sac.,,‘
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32, RA éisé, Amended)
B PROHIBITION TO BEAR OR CARRY PIREARMS SHALL

NOT APPLY WHEN SAID MEMBER OR OFFICER IS IN PURSUIT OF

A PERSON WHO HAS COMMITTED OR IS COMMITTING A cnrnx.
(SEC. 261(S), BP 881 AMENDED)
DURING THE ELECTION PERIOD, WHENEVER THE COMMISSION FINDS IT

: NECESSARY FOR THB PROHOTIOR OoF FREE ORDERLY, HONEST, PEACEFUL
= AND CREDIBLE ELECTIONS IN A SPECIFIC AREA, IT-SHALL ORDER THE
' CORPISCATION 'OF FIREARHS OF ANY MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES OF

THE PHILIPPINES ' PHILIPPINE KATIONAL POLICE, CIVIL ARHED FORCES

| GEOGRAPHICAL UNITS (CAFGUS) AND ALL OTHER OR OPERATED SECUBITY OR

;uvﬁs:xcarivn AGENCIES PERFORMING IDENTICAL OR SIMILAR FUNCTIONS
(SEC. 261, (S), BP 881, AMENDED)

[(165] (15) Use of armored lnhd,‘water or air craft - An}
g?rson who ‘usesudhring the election period, any armored

Yand, water ‘or air craft, with temporary or permanent

qquipment; or “aﬁy ‘other device or contraption for the

mounting or:inéiallation of cannons, ﬁachine guns‘and( other
similar high-caliber firearms, including military-type tanks,
half trucks ‘scout trucks, armored trucks: Provided, That hanking
or financial instltutlons and business Tfirms may use armored
éehicles exclusively for transporting cash, gold bulllon_or other
valuables in connection ﬁith their business to and from their
place of business, upon previous autﬁority of the Commission.
(Sec. 261(r), BP 881, Amended) N

[(17)] (16) ‘Wearing of uniforms and [bearing arms] - During
the election period, any member of security or police
qrganization of government agencies, including government% owned

or -controlled corporations, or privately-owned or -operated

security or investigative agencies who wears his uniform or uses

his insignia,’deéorations or regalial, or bears arms] outside his
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place of work. This prohibition shall not apply when said
member is in purﬁuit of a person who has committed or is
cormitting a crime in the'premises he is guarding[;}. {or when
eacorting or providing security for the transport of payrolls,
deposits, or other valuahles;ior vhen guarding private
residences, buildings of offices: Provided, That in the last
césé,‘prior written approval of the Commission shall be
obtained.]

{buring the election period, whenever the Conmission_finds

lit necessary for the promotion of free, orderly, honest,

peaceful and credible elections in a specific area, it shall
confiseate or order the confiscation of firearms of any member
of the Armed Forces of the Philippines, police forces, Civil
Armed Forces Geographical Units (CAFGUs) and all.other para-

military vaits or any nember or nembers of privately-owned or

~operated security or inventigative agencies performing identical
or mimilar functions (Sec. 261, (s), BP 881, Anended)]

[(18}] (17) Security personnel and bodyguards - During the
election period; [no candidate for public office, including
immmbhanit public officers seeking alection to any public office,
rnaldl ANY PERSON employs, avails himself of, or enéages the
souvices of éaéurity pargonnel or dodyquards, vhether or not such
hadygﬁarﬁs are regular nembers or officers of the Philippine'
(Faticnal Police, the Armgd Porces of the Philippines, or other
law enforccnent ngencf of the Government: Provided, That when
circurntances warrant, including but not limitsd to threats to
life oo szeurlity of a [candidate] PERSGH,Ahe may be arsigned by
the Comminzion, upon due application, régular nembers of the
rhilippine Hational Fblice, the Afmed Porcas of the Philip@ines

or other law enforcerent agency who shnli p;ovide'him aecurity

ifor the duration of the election periocd. The officers agsigned
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for security duty [to a candidate] shall be subject to the same
requirement as to wearing of uniforms prescribed herein{-unless
exempted in writing by the Commission.

If at any time during the election period, the ground for
whiqh the authority to engage the services of security personnel

has been granted shall cease to exist 6r, for any other valid

cause, the Commission shall revoke the said authority. -(Sec. 33,

RA 7166, AMERDED)

(19) Organizatidn or‘mgintenance of reaction forces,'strike
forces, or other similar forces - Any person who organfzes or
maintains a reaction force, strike force .or similar force
during the election pefio&. The heads of guch forces.shall,
not later than ninety (90) days before the eléction, submit to
the Commission a complete list of all members thereof with such
particulars as the Commission may reqnife. (Sec. 261, (a), BP
881, Amended)

(20) Prohibition against release, disbursement or
expenditﬁre of public funds - Any public official. or
employee, including barangay éfficials and those of
government-owned and [-]Jcontrolled corporations and their
subsidiaries, who, within forty-five (gS)'dgys before a regular

election and thirty (30) days before a special election,

Jireleases, disburses, or expends any public funds for:

(a) Any and all kinds of public works, except the
followinj:

. Mgintenance of existing and/br completed
public works project: Provided, ?hat no more than the
average number of lahorers. or emplovees already
employed therein during the six-month period
immediately prior to the beginning of the forty-five

(45) day period before election day'shall be
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permitted to work during such time. Ko additional
laborers _shall be employed -for maintenance work
{ wzthin the said period of forty-five (45) days;

ii. Work undertaien_hy contract either through
public bidding held, or by negotiated contract
avarded, prior to the forty-five (45) day period '
before election. Work undertaken under the so-called '

”Eﬁfékﬁy“ or “paquiao" system shall not ba considered
a8 work by contract; | |

iit. Paymeht for the usual cost of
prepération for working drawings, specifications,
bills of mgterials, eétinates and other procedures
preparatory to actual construction, including the

~ purchase of materials and equipment, and all
incidental .expenses for work uhdertaken before the
beginning of such period: Provided, That the number
of laborers hired when the project or projects were
commanced shall not be increased; and

iv. Enmergency work necessitated by the occurrence
of a public calamity, but such work shall be limited
to the restoration of the damaged facility. '

No paynent shall be made within five (5) days hefbre the

'#dat@ of election to Iaborers who have rendered services in

projectas or works except those falling under subparagraph- (1),
l(i1), (111) and (iv) hereof.

This prohibition shall not apply ‘to ongoing public works
rprojects commenced before the campalgn period or similar
projecté_ under foreign agreements. For purposes of this
provision, it shall be the duty of_the governaant officialg or

agencies corcerned to repoert to the Commission the list of all

such projects being undertaken by them.
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(b) The Departméent of So¢ial Welfare and Development
and any other office in other departments of the
government performing funcfions similar to said

" ‘department éxcept for salaries of personnel, other

’routine‘ahd normal expenses, and such other

. expenses as the Commission may ‘authorize after due

notice and hearing. 'Should a calamity or disaster

" oc¢cur, all releases rnormally or usualiy coursed

through the said department and officeé of other
department shall be turned over to, and administered
and disbursed by, the Philippine Nétional Red Cross,

- subject to the supervision of the Commission on Audit

or its representatives.”
No candidate or his or her spouse or member of his
© family within the 'second civil degree of affinity or

- consanguinity shall participate, directly or

"indirectly, in the distribution of any rélief or
other goods to the victims of calamity or disaster.
(Sec. 261,  (v);, BP 881, Amended)

"(21) Prohibition against construction: of public works,
delivery of materials for public works and issuance of
treasury warrants and similar instruments - Within forty-five
(45) days preceding a regular election and thirty (30) days
before a special-election, any person who: ' o

(a2a) Undertakes the construction of any public works;
(b) 1Issues, uses, or avails of treasury warrants or

- instruments undertaking future delivery of money,
goods, or other things of value chargeable against
public funds. (Sec. 261, (w), BP 881, Amended)

{22) sSuspension of elective local officials - During the

election period, any public official who suspends, without prior




Y NN, I SR R X R

10
11
12

13-

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
; 29
" 30
31

v  >®

Page 165

approval of the Commission, any elective provincial, city,

,municipal or barangay officer or president of the sangguniang

kabataan unless said suspension will be for purposes of applying

| the Anti-Graft and corrupt Practices Act. (Sec. 261, (x), BP

881, Amended) ‘ :
(23) Any person who, [for tha purpose of manipulating the
glectoral process,] in any manner, gains access, [to] or uses,
mogifies, destrquh:on discloses, or causes access to {apd]ﬂon
THE use, or nodif;eation, destruction or disclosure of any
cogéutef data, program, system software, network, or any
éogputerr;elated'dgvicés, fgciiitiea,,hardware or equipment,
vhether classified or declassified, and regardless of whether or
not such access, use, modification, destruction or dihclosure
changes the results of the election or interrupts or impnirs the
electoral processes {(New) _
(24) On Registration gt:vbtq?-.
(a) Any person who knovingly uakes any false or
untruthful statement relative to any of .the data or A
1nform§tion requ1red in his voter's registration
. record. (Sec. 261, (y), (2), BP 881) ' o
1(b) Any person who deliberately inprints or causes or
,géllows the imprinting of blurred or indistinét finger—
prints on any. of the copies of the voter 8
registration record or any person who tanpers ‘with the
fingerprints in said registration recqrdsa (sec. 261,
(y). (3), BP 881, Amended) | :
(c) HMembers of the électiop'regiatrationfhoard who
approve any application which on its face shows thaév
the applicant does not have the qualifications, or who
disapprove any appiication wvithout cause. (Sec. 261,
{(y), (4), BP 881, Amended) |
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(d)'_aﬁy tegiSterédlvoterAﬁho regiséers anew-withbnﬁ
filing an application for éanceilapfoh of his previous
registration. (Sec. 261, (y), (5); BP 881)

(e)‘"ﬁny person who registers in su%étitution for

another, with or without the latter's knowledge or

" consent. (Sec. 261, (y), (6), BP 881)
(£) :Any'perSSn-whd tampers with or chhnges without

'‘authority any data or entry in any voter's

registration record. (Sec. zéi,é(}),.(7f; BP 881)

(g) 'Any person who delays, hindefs or obstrﬁ@ts
another from registering [Sec. 261, (y), (8), BP 88#].
(h) Any person who falsely certifies 6}fidenfifié£

another as a bona fidé resident of a p&fficu;ar'ﬁlaéé

- or locaiity for thé‘ﬁurpose of securiﬁg:the latter’'s

registration as a voter. (sec. 261, (y), (§),-BP 881)
(i) Any person who uses the voter's identification

card of another for tﬂe purpose of voting, whether or

‘not’ he actually succeeds in voting. (Sec. 261, (y),

(10), BP 881)

'(j) Any person ﬁho places, ihserts, or otherwise

includes, as approved application for registration in
the book of voters or in the_provincial or national.
central files of registered voters, the application of

any fictitious voter or any application'tﬁat has not

-been approved; or removes therefrom any voter's

registration record except upon lawful order of the
Commission or of a competent court or after prop?r
cancellation. (Sec. 261, (yj, (11), BP 881)

(k)l Any person who transfers or causes the trapsfer'
of the registration'record of a voter to the book of

voters of another precinct, unless said transfer was
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due to a change of addreasofthevotérandthevoter

i das duly notified of his new precinct and polling
place. (sec 361, {(y), (12), BP 881)

“/(1) 'Any person who asks, dm takaa. wcepta or
possessges, directly or indirectly, tha voter's jdenti-
fiqation card of another, in order to indwce the

&lat%eé-éo withhold his vote, or to vote for or against
any candidate or any issue. :iﬁec. 261, (y). (1§il Bp
155_ Any persop who delivers, hands gver, eatrusty,

;;1§eé: ditectly o}."indirectlyhlﬁil votﬂé'ﬂ
1dent1f1c§tion card to another in consideration af

'”ionay or other benefit or promise therant gr takes or
accepts such document directly or indirectly feor the

same comsideration. (Sec. 261, (y), (14), BP 881)

m (ny Any person who in any lanner alters, tears,

dafacea, removes, destroys or ta.pers with any

v ey s

certified 1ist of voters. (8ec. 261, (y), (18}, =@

“ " 881) -

(o) Any person who takes, carries, or‘bnnaelﬁbilgnr
blank or unused application for registration already
issued to a city or municipality, except whees axmg.a
by the Commiasian. (Sec. 261, (y), (16}, BP 881)
(25) On Votimg: A |
(a) Any persoan who votes Iore'than_ohce‘in the same
élection, plebiscite, recall, or referendua or ‘who,
' not béing a rﬁgistered voter, votéi_id such pblltiqal

“loyercige. (Sec. 261, (), (2), BP 881, Aménded)
% {5y ‘Any perdan who votes’ in ‘sibatitutios for another.
" “(sec. 261, (3), (3), BP 881, Amended) n

(c) Any person who, not being illiterate or

SEIRCN Py

-y
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.¢a‘ .,

physically disabled, allows his hallot to be prepared
" by another, or any person who prepares the ballot of
another who is not 1111terate .or phy91ca11y dlsahled.:
“(sec. 261, (z), (4), BP 881, Amended)
td) Any person who avalls hlmself of any means or
'~ s¢heme to discover the contents of the bal}ot of a
-voter.’ (Sec. 261, (z), (5), BP 881) A.
(e) Any voter who uses a ballot other than the one
given by the board of election inspectors or has 1n
‘his poesession more than one (1) official hallot
'““TSec. 261, (2), (6), BP 881) . .. . - !
'(ff' Any person uho places under arrest or detains a
voter w1thout lawful cause, or harasses him in such a
- manner as to obstruct or prevent h1m from 901ng to the
polling place to cast hls vote or from returning’ home
after castlng his votes or to ~compel him to reveal how
he voted. (Sec. 261, (z), (7). BE 881, Amended) :
“ (g} Any memher of ‘the board of elect1on inspectors
charged w1th the duty of reading ‘the hallot durlng the

DN

counting of the votes who deliberately omlts to read
the votes duly written on the ballot or misreads thel
" yote actually wrltten thereon or reads the name of a_
_candidate where nc name is written on the ballot.
(Sec. 261, (z), (8), BP 881, Amended)
(h) Any member of the hoard of election inspectors
charged with the duty_of tallying. the votes in the
tally papers, election‘returns or other prescribed
form who dellherately falls to record .a vote therein
or records ;\vote where no such vote has been read.

{Sec. 261, (z), 19), BP 881, nnended)
‘(1) Any member of the board of election inspectors
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the;e are registered voters. (8ec. 261, (z), (10)4 BP
881 Amended) e
(J): Any person who, for the pnrpose of disrupting or
obstructing the election process or causing confusion
among-the;voters,.propagatéz false and alatn#ng

reports or information, or transmits orrcircuiatas

‘false ordefs, directives, or messages regarding any
- matter relating to the printing of official ballots,

'the postpdnement of the election, the transfer of

polling place, eligibility, or'vithdrival of

candidates or the general conduct of the eléction.

(Sec. 261, (z), (11), Bp 881, Amended)

(k) Any person vwho, viﬁhout legal authority,

" destroys, substitutes, or takes away from the
.- possession of those having legal custody thefeof or
M;Lfrom the place vhere they are legally deposited, |

election forns, documents, or ballot boxes vhich

.+ contain official ballots or other documents nseﬁiinf
_ény election[, plebiscite, recall, or'referendﬁn];;
mw(Sec 261, (z), (12), BP 881, Amended) -
(1) Any person having legal custody of the ballot boxi

containing the official ballots used in the election
wvho opens or destroys said hox or removes or deatmoys
its contents without any, or against the, order of tha
Commission or.vho,'through his negligence, enables any
person to commit any of the aforementioned acts, or
takes auay'said ballot box from hiﬁ custodj. (séc;
261, (2), (13), BP 881, Amended) -

(n) Any memher of the board of election inapectors
who knowingly uses ballots other than the official

169
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" ballots. (Sec. 261, (z), (14), BP 881, Amended)

(n) Any member of the board of election:inspectors

who refuses to issue the certificate of votes to

“watchers requesting the same. (Sec. 27(a), RA 6646)

(o) Any public official who neglects or. fails to -
preservé or- account for any ‘ballot box, . documents and
“ forms  received by him and kept under his custody

(p) Any person who assisted an illiterate or. disabled
voter 'in preparing his~-ballot and' who reveals Fhe

contents thereof. (Sec.-261, (z), (15), BP 881).

'(q) Any person who, without authority, transfers the

" location of a polling place.

(r) Any person who removes, tears, defaces[;]\or
destroys any LIST OF VOTERS OR CERTIFIED certif@ed
list of candidates PRIOkrTO ARND DURING ELECTION DAY..
[posted: 1nszde the voting booths during the voting'j
hours.] - (SEC. 261 (Z), (22), AMENDED) '

(s) Any person who delays through force, violence,

" coercion, ‘intimidation, or by any means the '

'transmittal of the election returns:or:who takes away,

absconds'with,‘destroys, defaces, mutilates, or
substitutes the election returns, its envelope, or the

ballot box containing theielection returns, or who

violates the right of the watchers. (Sec. 261, (z),

[(22)], BP 881)

" (t) Any person who holds or causes the holding of an

election on any other day than that fixed by layior'hy '
the Commission, or stops_an'election being legally
held. (Sec. 261, (z), (23), BP-881)

(ﬁ) Any person who deliberately b;urs or causes the
blurring of fingerprints or thumbmarks in the voting
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record. (Sec. 261, (z), (24), BP 881, Amended)

-...(26) .0On Canvassing:

(a) Any chairman of the board of canvassers who fails
to give notice of the,date,ltime and piace of the
initial meeting éf said board to the candid&tés,
political partiés and members of the board. (Sec.
261, (aa), (1), BP 881)

[(bP) Any member of the board feigning illness in
order to be substituted. (Sec. 224, BP 881)}]

[{c)] (B} Any board of ‘canvassers which proceeds with
;he'canvéssing of votes and/or proclamation of any
candidate that was suspended or annulled by the
Commission. (Sec. 261, (aa), (2), BP 881) _

[(d)] (C) Any member of therSard of canvassers who
prbceedg with the ' canvassing of votes and/or
proclamation of any candidate in the absence of quorum
or motice. (Sec. 261, (aa), (3), BP 881, Amended)
[(e)]- (D) Any member of the board who fails to note

specifically in the minutes of the proceedings of

. the board objections to the election returns’ or

certificate of canvass presented before it. (NEW)

[(E£)] (E) Any member of the board who, without

"authority of the Commission, uses. in the canvass of

votes of any candidate any document’ other than the
official copy of the election returns or certificate
of canvass. (Sec. 261, (aa), (4), BP 581, Amended)

i{g)] (F) Any'board of canvassers which, without

authority from the Commission, proclaims any candidate

‘as winner although there are still contested

election returns or certificates of canvass, unless

the votes involved will not zffect the results of the
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1 | elections.. R L | :
2 ~ [(h)] (6) Any officer or member of the Armed Forces

3, ‘of the Philippines, the. Philippine National Police or

45 any peace officer o? armed person belonging to_ any

5{ police:agency,‘special forces, reaction forces, strike

6? wforces. Civil Armed Forces Geographical Units

72 (CAFPGUs), barang&y tanod units, or other simjilar

Bi .. forces og_pq;a—military forces, including security

9; ~guards, Qpec;al.policemen, and all other armed or
10: - unarmed gxtfaflegal police officers,. who enters the

11 . ..room where the canvassing of the election returns or

122- ‘,4ce§tificatesxof_canvass is being held by the board of
13; canvassers and .within a radius of fifty (50) meters
14, \f;oé:sqdh room. The board may, by majority vote, make

15? . a call in writing for the detail of policemen or

16} “wlpegcgd‘ggfiggr_fo:”their protection or that of the

17% e;egﬁ;pg ‘gocuﬁents and paraphernalia in the

18i B p&ssegsion:,oﬁ the board, or for the maiptenancé ﬁf
19 | ._pegce and order, in which .case said policemen or
20 , peace officers, who shall be in proper uniform, shall
21 stay . outside the ;oqm'buf near .enough to be easily
22 .  called by the board at any time. (Sec. 232, BP 881)
23 - [(1)1 (H). Any person who, under. the influence of

24 _ liguo; or érohibited drugs, enters a canvassing room k
25 during the canvassing of election returns or ' .
26 certificates of canv;ss,‘_(new)
27 ‘(27)w Common to.all board of election inspectors and board
28" |[lof c#nvassera: L L o S
29 ‘ . (a) Any member of the board of election ihspectors 6r

30 | .board of canvassers who deliberately absents himself

31 3 | :from“hoard meetings to obstruct or delay the
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performance of its.duties or functions {.] OR WHO
FEIGNS ILLNESS IN ORDER TO BE SUBSTITUTED (SEC. 261
(BB) (1) AND SEC. 224, BP 881) .

(b) Ahy’ member who, without justifiable. reason,
‘'refuses to sign and certify any eiection form
prescribed by the Cbmmission. |
" (c) Any person who, being ineligible for appointment
‘as member of the board accebts an appoinﬁﬁéﬁt thereto,
assumes office, and actually serves as member;ror any
‘public officer or person actin§ in his behalf who
appoints such ineligible person knowing hig'to be
such. (SEC. 261 (BB) (3), BP 881)

(d) Any person who, iﬁ the presence or within the
hearing range of either board, interrupts or
.disrupts its work or proceedings to prevent said
board from pérforﬁing its functions. (SEC. 261 (BB)
(4), BP 881),

'(e). Any member of the board who ihc:eases;
decreases, or dtherwise tampefs with the votes
received by a candidate; or who refuses, after proper -
verification and hearing, to credit the correct votes
or deduct such tampered votes. (sec. zf(b), RA 6646)
(f) Any public official or person écting in his
behalf who relieves or changes ér.causes the change of
the assignment of any member without authbrity of
the Commission. |
'(28) On Candidacy anﬁ Campaign: _

(a) Any political party which holds’ politicél
conventions or meetings to nominate its official
candidates earlier than the period fixed in this Code.

(b) Any person who abstracts, destroys or cancels any
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- ce;tif;gage of candidacy duly. filed-and which has not
 been cancelled by the Commission. |

(c) Any person who on.election day submits to the

.. board qﬁcg;egtign ingpectors‘apy;falée or spurio?s'

certificate of candidacy. .

(d) Any person who, . being authorized to receive

,.ce:tifigageg,of_cqndi@acyh_receivesﬁthe same outside
4the_preﬁgribed"pgripd:and makes it appear -that it was

filed opﬁtigeiﬁqr aqy:perspé who, by means of fraua,
, Fhrga;, intipidation,‘terrorism, or coercion, causés

., or cpmpé;ggthg.pgrformanqg of said act. . (SEC. 261,-

(cc) (4))

_jg)ﬂ Aqyﬂpe;ggn_ﬁho,”hy’any\deviceior means, jamé,

_obstructs, or interferes with a radio or television

K

broadcast [or] OF any.political program authorized by
the Commission.  (SEC. 261,.(CC).(5), AMENDED) =

(f) Any person declared a nuisance- -candidate or

othervise disqualified, by final and executory
 Judgment, who continues to mistgpresent himself as a
_candidate; any public officer or private individual

'who knowingly induces or abets. such misrepresentation.

(Sgg.{??(f),.gn 6646)

(g) Aynyersgn vwho sqliqité[,] votes or undertakes
any propagandaf, on the day of,election,]lOR ENGAGBS
IN AN ELECTION CAMPAIGN OR PARTISAN POLITICAL ACTIVITY
for,of against any candidate or any political party ON

THE DAY OF ELECTION OUTSIDE THE CAMPAIGN PERIOD.

. (SEC. 261 (CC). (6) ARD SEC. 80, BP.861, AMENDED)

(Q) :[Any:pgyson gho undertakes an election campaign

or partisan political activity outside of the campaign

~period. ]
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No person shail be arrested and/or detained
at any time for any act committed during and in
.connection with an election which tends to support or
oppose any candidate or political‘party, except upon a
warrant of arresi issued by competent qou:t.

(29) Other Prohibitions:

(a) Any person who sells,_furnishés, offers, buys,
serves or takes intoxicatiné liquor on the'day before
or on election day: Provided, That hotels and other
-establishments duly certified by the Department of
Tourism as tourist-oriented and habitually engaged in
the business of catering to foreign tourists may be
exempted upon prior authority of the Commission:
Provided, further, That foreign toufists taking
intoxicating liquor in said authorized hotels or
establishments are éxeﬁpted from this prohibition.
(SEC. 261 (DD) (1), BP 881)

(b) Any person who, without authority, prints or
causes the printing of any ballot, election returns,
or certificates of canvass as official ballot,
election returns, or certificate of canvass, or who
distributes or causes the distribution thereof whether
or not it is actually used.

(c) Any person who opens in any polling place or
within a radius of‘thirty (30) meters thereof on
election day and during the counting of'votes, hdoths
or stalls of any kind for the saie, ﬁispensing or
display of wares, merchandise, or refreshments, or for
any other purposes. (SEC. 261 (DD} (2), BP 881)
(d)A_Any peréon wvho holds on elecﬁidn day, fairs,

cockfights, boxing, horse races, jai-alai, or any
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. other similar sports. (SEC. 261 (DD) (3), BP 881)
{e) Any person who operates a radio or television
" station who, without justifiable cause, discriminates
_against ény candidate or politiéai-party in ‘his
. station's programﬁing or coverage of election relatgd—
events. In addition to the penalty prescribed herein,
such refusal shall constitute a ground for
cancellatidn or revocation of the franchise. (sec.
261, (Db) (5) BP 881) -
:(f) Any person who violates any orders, resolutiqns
or rules and regulations promulgated by the
Coxmission. (New) .
SEC. [313] 314. Other glection offenses. - Violation of
the.pfo;i;ions,.éf periinent portions, of the:following sections

of this Code shall cbnstitute election'offenses:- Sections 9,

S

10, ii, 90, 111, 115, 124, 125, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131, 135,
137, 138, 139, 140, 141, 142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149,
159, 163, 164, 167, 168, 169, 170, 172, 180, 186, 188, 1@0, 201,
204, 207, 203, 209, 217, 226, 227, 228, 232, 235, 236, 237, 238,
239, 246,'241, 242, 243, 244, 245, 246, 247, 248, 249, 250, 251,
252, 253, 254, 255, 256, 257, 258, 259, 260, 264, 265, 267, 268,
289, 270, 273, 274, 275, 276, 277, 278,and 285. |

SRC. {314} 315..E§;§ggg cximipally liable. - The prin&i-
pals, accomplicés and accessorieé, as defined in the Revised

Penal Code, shall be' criminally liable for election offenses.

I¢ the one responsible be a political party or an entity, its

Jprasident or head, the officials and employees of the same per-—

forning dnties cqnnectéd with the offense committed and its
memders who pay be pfincipals, acccoplices, or accessories, shall
be liable, in additicn to the liability of such party or entity.

(S2c. 263, PP B881)
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[315] 316. Pepalties. - Anj person found guilty of any
election offense under this Code shall be punished with impris-
onment of not less than one (1) year but not more than six (6)
years and shall not be subject to prbbation. In additibn, tﬁe
guilty party shall be sentenced to suffer dlsqua11f1cat10n to‘
hold public office and deprlvatlon of the right of suffrage. If

he is a foreigner, he shall be sentenced to deportation which

shall be enfb:ced after the prison term has been served. Any

political party found guilty shall be sentenced to pay a fine
of not less than oné—hundred thousand (P100,000) pesos, which
shall be imposed.upon such ﬁarty after criminal action h@s been
instituted in which their corresponding officials have been
found guilty. ) |

In the case of a prisoner illegally released froﬁ any
penitentiary or jail during the election period, the Director of
Prisons, prov1nc1a1 warden, keeper of the jail, or prison

or ~persons required by law to keep said prlsoner in their

custody shall, if convicted by a competent court, be sentenced

‘ito suffer the penalty of prision mayor in its maximum period

if the prisoner so illegally relegsed commits any ?ct of
intimidatior, terrorism or interference in the election. |

In addition to the penalties prescribed herein, violations
cf Sections 9, 10 and 11 hereof shall donstitute a éround for
carcellation or revocation of certificate of public convenience
Qf frénchise. )

SEC. 317. APPLICABILIYY. — THE PENAL PROVISIONS CONTAINED
I ?HIS CODE SHALL APPLY TO SANGGUNIARG RKABATAAN ELECTIONS.

EEC.'[BIG] 318. prosecntjon. — The COmﬁiBsion shall have,
throvgih its duly-authorized legal officers,lexclusive power to

conducit ﬁreiiminary investigation of all election offenses pun-

ishable under this Code, and to prosecute the same. The Commis-
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sion may avail of the assistance of other prosecuting arms of.
the government. .

SEC. [317] 319. ggggg;iﬁgigg. - Blection offenses shall
prescribe after five (5) years from the date of their comﬁission.
If the diggqvery of the offense. be made .in eléctibn‘contest

proceedings, tyg period of p;escription~sha11'COmmencelon the

date on vhich the judgment in such proceedings becomes final and

execntory. (Sec. 267, BP 881)

The-filingﬁof a complaint with the Commission'stops.the
running of the prescriptive period of the election offense.
(Bew) - ' _ ,

SEC. [318] 320. Juxisdiction of courts. - The regional
trial court shall have exclusive original jurisdiction to try

and decide any criminal action or proceedings for violation

of this Code. Appeals will lie as in other criminal cases.

(Sec. 2068, BP 881)

SEC. [319] 321. prefereptial disposition of election of-
ferman. — The investigation and prosecution of cases involving

violation of election laws shall be given preference and priority
hy‘the Commission and prosecuting officials. Their investigation
shall bhe com@enced without delay, and shall be resolved hj the
investigating officer within five (5) days from its submission
for resolution. The courts shall likewise give-preferehcé to
election offenses over all other cases; except petitions for writ
of hebeas corpus. Their trial shall likewise be commenced with-
cut delay, and shall be conducted continuously until termjnated,
anad thelcase 3ha{1_b§~decideq within thirty (30) days from its

svknission for dgcision. (Sec. 269, BP 881)

ARTICLE EXII. LEGAL FEES
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SEC. [320] 322. Collection gf legal gggé. - The COmﬁission

is hereby authorized.to determine and collect reasonable fees in

connection with official transactions in the Commission.

SEC. [321] 323. Payment of feen. - The_ fees referred to in

the preceding section shall be paid to the cashier of the Comm1s-
sion who shall, 1n'a11 cases, issue a receipt for the same and

enter the amount received upon his hook specifying the date when

rece1ved the fee, and the person from whom received. The cash-
1er‘sha1; 1mmgd1ate1y report such,payment to the Commission.
(Sec. 271, BP 681) - ‘ - | |
SEC. [322] 324. Hop-payment gg gxggg;ihgg feen. - If the
prescrlbed fees are not paid the Commlssion may refuse to take
action thereon unt11 they are paid. (New)
. [323] 325. Special or trust fupd. - All accruing fees,
receipts and revenues received by the Commission shall be éonsid-

ered as a 5p¢ciai Trust Fund and shall be deposited in any of the

authorized depository banks of the Commission to be made avail-

able for any function, project and activity of the Commission

pursuant to its fiscal autonomy. (New)
ARTICLE XIII. TRANSITORY PROVISIONS

SEC. [324] 326. Pending actions. - Pending actions and
causes of action arising before the. effectivity of this Code
éhall'#egoﬁerned by the laws-then in force. (Sec. 272, BP 881)

sEC. [325] 327. Continuing system of registration; When
offected. — For purpoéés_of the 1995 and sﬁcceeding elecfions;
the continﬁing system of registration shall be effected iﬁmedi—-

ately after the 1994 barangay elections. (New)

ARTICLE XIV. FINAL PROVISIONS
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SBC. :[326] 328. Shaxiag in election expenses. ~ All ex-
penses for the conduct of elections shall bé shared by the na-
tional, provincial, ‘city, or:‘municipal dovernments for which thel

election as held in such manner: as the Commission shall breéW

!f

iang panlungsod and sangguniang bayan concerned shall appropriate

spent bj their respective provinces, cities, ‘or municipalities in
the last election as a continuing appropriation to cover their
respective shares:of the expenses in the next reqgular elections
(Sec. 20(a), RA 6388, Amended) |

SEC. [327] 329. :Separability clause. - If, for any reason,
any section or provision ofvfhis~Code, or any portion thereof or'
the application-of such section, ‘provision or portion to any.
person, group or circumstance is declared:invalid or unconstitqu
tional, the remainder of this Code or théfapplication of such‘
section, provision“of portion thereof to‘dtherﬂpersons,-groups;
or circumstances shall not be affected by such declaration.
(Sec. 281, BP 881) _ l:

SEC. [328]" 330. Repealing clausé. - Batas Pambansa ﬁlg.é
881, otherwise known as theAOmnibus Election Code, is hereby?
repealed; All:laws, decrees, executive orders, rules and'
regulations, or parts thereof,'inconsiétentrwith the prqvisions;
of this Code are hereby repealed. (Sec. 282, BP 881, Amended) - ;1

SERC. [329] -331. Effectivity. - This Code shall take’effectg
upon its approval. . ‘ ' ‘ :

. o [




