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SAllEN'r rEA'fURES or 'fHE 
pr~OPOS£f) 1993 £!.£cnON CODE 

Or THE PiUUPPIN£S 

PMt flum the Olllnlllu.~ U ... '(·.liun Code, utherwl~ known .1.' 8.\t.\~ 1'.Ullb.lI~"'I 

OIl:. 881, the I.Iw 011 Phllippille electlUlls Is cont.lined III mUle 010111 10 ~I"I­

rate election laws and related legislation, Including the Loc.aI c.ovemment 

Code of J 991 (Republic Act No. 7160). This proposed election code, to be 
known .IS the "1993 EJection Code of the Philippines," collsolldates all elcdlon laws cur­

. rently In force Into one code, IncorporatCs, where 'lPpllc.,li>le, Jurisprudence on election 

CoMeS and. several pending bill" In COllSrcss, .lnd Implements collslitulloncll pr()vi~on~ 
. aPI)IIc.ll>le to elections. 

The proposed c.ode provides for pollllc.ll silu.lllons .m re.llities not foreseen by 

the framers of our old elec.lion I.Iws, and ellminatcs so-called "dead-Ielte( provisions of 

the present election code, espedcllly on election. offerlSCS; which have proved unreailstlc 

or dlmcult to enfurce. On the other h.uul, it ~Ivcs mOlc I<:eth 10 the Plosccutory powers 

of the Commission on [lcclions. lhC$e ch,ll\&cs' Ilavc rcsullc'" in ,l lI&hter l>ut 1lI,,'C Will­

prehensive, realistic anclle.s.s punitive election code. 

.' The bill would empower the Commission on Ucdions.to modernize the eleclor." 

process, speclllcally, existing procedures fur registration, voting. counting Md canv.l,c.slng, 

which rely heavily on mMu.ll systems anu human dlsClelion that onen lend themSelves 10 

delay, error, or fr,lud and ·clSSr.lV.lle post-election tellslon. 

Assistance from the members of the resl)CCtlve Committees on Surrrage ,lilt! tlcc­

toral Reforms of the Senate and House of Representatives, as well c\S from excculive de­

partments such as the Departments of Justice. forcign.Arr,lirS, and l..clbor and Employmelit, 

In partlculclr Ihe Overse,\S Workers' Welf"re Administration, Wc\S Instrumental In the tlmft­

Ing of this Code by the Commission on f.lecllon5. 11le Commission ."50 conducted con­

sultations with its Reid officers and with the Congress for tlectoral Reforms (CEI\), c\ Iwdy 

composed ~ the nve main dllzens' arms of the Commission In the May, 1992. elecllons.: 

A numl>er of the major reforms In the proposed code Md the rationale for the 

introdud'ioll of new provisions or amenument of exi511n~ unes Me indlc.tled herein. 

~ 
". r-; . 

I ON MODtRNlZATION or nlf. EUCTORAL 1'Jl0C£S5 

• AUlhorlution [or the Commission on f.lectlons (0 i\llppt new $)'SIems. form~ 

technological devices and SAfesuanls' for yotlng. cpunting Md c .... !: 
y,,-,slng (Sec. IS, par. 10). This Is a new provision addressing the 

proolems of rrdud. human error and tlelc\y5 In voting, counting .llld c.1n­

v,lSSlng. 

• Com[!utcrizatlon of the list of voters (Sec. J 84) provldl!) 

Instant Information on registered vl)lers per prednct, whim CollI be 

updated from IIm< to lime. 111i5 Is a new proviSion which seeks to eliminate padded 

,lIld falsined IIsIS of voters. 
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! :.J ON CANDIDAQES 

• Dlsguallnc..\I10n from runnln& for nubile ornee of: 

• 

• 

I. TIle Ch.,irm.,n. Mcmb!;r;;. offid.,ls _'"d employees 

of the Commission on Elections, in the elections iOllnecli. 

Mely following their [ellremen!. [eslv,nation. or ccu.ill!lli 

from ornce (Sec. (4). This is ii' new pravislon aImed at 

.wolding the use of onc's office LO enhan,e one's future 

c..uldidacy. esped.lIly considerins th.,t the Commission on Eleclions Is 1\11: 'refe,~' 01' 

'umpire' of tile· c!ection proceSs. 

2.. Any c.lodid.1f.., who wilildr.IWS Ilis c;,,,,dicl.,cy. in !hes.,me clegj9n dUlil"! 

which he wi!hdr.lws his c.lndid"cy (Sec. I 10. I'M. 3). n,is Is.1 new plovlsiCl\d($lgoed 
to reduce politlc..,1 horselr.,dln~ "nd the I.l.'t-mlnute tilinS of CCl'lIfic..ltC5 of allc.lk~\cy. 

3. Any person \",.'1)0 r.li1s 10 O,lY tIll' ,ulminj~lrtllive line for r.,nUll,! to fi:s ., ~VVOfn 
~!,'tcmen! of elector"l cCintril"lIio,,~ ,\lId expe"(litl.~ (Sec. 10·t). A new provision i", 

tended to secure compli.\I\ce with election I"w~. 
'. 

rrohlbltlon i\s,.,lnst tumco"tlslrl. (Sec. 10 I). DisqUiumes from running fl/r, or .>SSUIll­

ing. public ofiic.e any elective· public. olncer or <:'\I)(lId,\te who. dMngc. hIs polltic..l1 

party i\fliJjution within six (6) months immediately preceding .\1\ election, iIIter due no-

lice and hcariil£,. 

rrohlbltlon on ~dld"cy of public offid,,1 In ., sped.,1 p.le~n <-)/I<!d to nil ths 

vacancy cau$ed by his rcsl!:l,i\Uon. retirement. Of remoyo\! wm olnce (S~. 107, 

. I'M. ~). This is " new provision Wllidl responds 10 "situ"Uon where ,\1\ eleclive public: 

official runs for the 5.\1\1e office from which he rctired, resigned. or WiIS removed Cor 

any cause . 

•. RctlulreOlcnt on ·subml~slon b)' ci\ndld_~tc. IORcthe. with his ccrtlnc"te of (.,ndl­

dacv. of cerllfled lrue lOoples of his Income to\)( returils (Sec. III). n,ls is .1 new· 

provision to respond to thl! need for transpurency In public service and compliance 

with legul oblig"lions to soveinment. lis indusion W~lS likewise reconllnendcd by the 

Uure"u of Intcmul Revenue (UII(). 

• Non-exemption of i\lW elective official runnlllg for the alOce of Ihe Prc~ldcnl or 

Vice-PresIdent from Ihose deemed .,ulom"tlc.Ulv rcslr.ncd frolll oCllce IIpon the; 

fllIlI& of their c;ertlflq\tes of candld~ (Sec. I 15). Under Sec. 61 of Ihe present·· 

election ;code, such omdals werenot so considered r.esigned. from office. 111e ratlon.lIe 

for Ihis change in the proposed code is th.,t the re,lSOn behind the preseri! law for 
. , . 

considering such offidals ipso {.lctO resigned from omce (i.c., that he may use the le-

sources pf liis present omce for his candiducy) likewise applies to Ihose running for Ihe 

top posts in government. 

i 
. • rrohlbltlon on poJltlc.al dynastv (Sec. 116). TIl is seclion prohibits poliliUlJ dynasties 

or the simultaneous or successive candld.ldcs of persons related within the third dvll : 

degree of C01lS<Vlguinily or affinity. This Is a new provision aimed at eliminating the' 

conccntration of politie..U power In one family or CI,Vl. 

• Substitution of candidates In <-lSe of dealll, dls<!uallflc.1t\on. or withdrawal (Sec. 

12.1). The provision on substitution of C<\I\didatcs indudes: 



• 

.' 

I. In case ofwithdr.lwal - not allowed. 

2. In <:.'\Se of death - iIllowed with respect to independent candIdates !>r omdal 
candidates of polltic.aJ parties, provided there is only one candidate remainIng. 

3. In <:.'\Se of dlsquaJlfi<:dtio(l - .1Uowed only with respect to oIHdal candidates of 
politic.aJ parties, provided there is only 'one candldi'.te remalnlng. 

This IS a modlfl<:dtion of Section 77 of BP 881, alr:ned at eliminating political ho~ 

trading and leist-minute Wing of certificates of c.1ndidacy. .-, 

• rrocl~lon of lone <:''UIdld.,tc. In non· ... ,dvl!~rl2'l eledlon~ (S~ 123). When 
there Is only one C<lndldate. tile Commission, without ho:dlng .'11 election (or the af· 
fected position, sh.'JI cerilly thi\t he I,; the only candld.l'e for thC office Involved and IS . /' . 

thereby deemed elected. This is i\ MW provision dc:;lgncd (6 "' .... old unn~.ex· 
penses ,lnd efforts, .\5 exemplmed In the recent sr~di\l elections In Agusan del Sur 
Md C.'pli, where til'.! rcspcctlv" C.llKUd;.ltcs mn 1Illopposed. 

• WMlslon of thr. ~r.o[?c ,,( the cl<!f1nl'lon of ;, "candl<i<'tc· (Sec. 124). As defined In 

the proposed code, a candidate Indudcs not only onc who has filed his certlflc..1te of 

candidacy (the delinition cf c..mdldate In tile present election ccGe), b~t lIkewise those 

who aspi re for or s~ek o1n elective public office who ha.v,c pubUdy ilIlnounced the 

S<IITle, or who have, through i\I1,\Jogous .~cts, op~nly milllifested th~lr desire to seek an 
, . 

elective public office, wilether or not they have filed a certificate of CMdldacy: The In·' 

tention her~ is 10 prevent the drcumvention of the prohibition 0:\ premature cam· 
paignlng .'\j ,(j the Jel"ying of the filing ot ccrUllc.,tcs of c.llldidacy until Itie last hour In 

order to t.11<e ildvantal::c of tlle opportunity for iI(h,illlCC c.llnpaJgnlng, 

r--j( " 
~ ON IMrnOV(M£Nf Of LL£CflON I'!'.OClSS 

• Call for (Ontlnu.1tlon of suspended e[ectlon (Sec. !O). aves the ComCl'll.51!lon the 

Oexiilility 10 call for a conliul/ation of m clecllon ,suspendC'l under 

certain conditions. where ',such suspension would affect the resultS 

thereof. 

• ;::ontlnulng elcctl(l.n eduCi".tlon . .JndU!!Inr, provIsion In $d!901 

cuntHlllm of a subJect on el<,c:tbn,; (Sec. IS, par. (3). "ThIs Is a new provlslon ad· 
dresing the lack of aW.lrcnesS on (he P-lrt of the dtlzro .. J1I)"e:;pedollly the youth. on 
thtt polltlc.1.I rights and obligiltlons. ' . 

• Srcttral reprcsenWly",; (Sec. 39). The election of sectoral reprC.!'entiltives shall be 
col1:lucted slmultdlloously with the regular elections for rnemters of the 5aIlzgunlaru.. 
Th.ls a rclteratlon of Sec. 41(c) of RA 7160 addressing the problem on, the uneer· 

tai'lly In t~e holding of elections for sectoral representatives. 

'. ~-lIst system of representation .(Sees. 49 to 50). 111e J>i\rty .. Ust ,system Is a 

I1'1Ichillllsl\l of propoltion.,' rcpr=ntatlon In the House of RepresentatiVes of political 

)#tIes; organlz.'tion. or CLl.llltlons with natlon,\I, rcslonal or s~toral con..Utuency. 
11s Is a new provision .limed .1t cUminatln3 Inequitable repmsentaUon of m<lrglnallzed 

, , . 
?i\rties and sec:oral groups in the House of P.cpresent.ltivl".s. 
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•. :>y"ell1 o/·reS.\J/ ,:>cc.:;. ()/ 10 '''i. /Il'~ provISion IS ,I rClteralton or Il.<:puulic Act No. 
7 I GO which ,lims to weed out from pulllic' elecllve omce undcsiralll", ornCi,ll~ lIlroul'h 

• '. Q 

Ihe direct act of Ihe eleclo/,lte. 

. . System of lolll.lUve or referendum (Sees. 74.10 88i. This provision Is ,J relter,llion of 

Rcpu~lic ACI No. 6735 providinl,; for direct p,lrticip.ltioo lly tile people in the lawmal<­
in.:; proccss. 

• System of "llscnlee votlnt; (Sees. 89 10 95). TIlis syslem provides ,I mechMlsm . 

• 

Ihrouzll which .1 resistered VOler who is outside of his pl'lee;: of le"istmllun on election: " . 
day, ellher bec.luse of elccUon duty or by reason of residence' or employment ,l\)road •. 

m,1Y vote in nMion,ll eleclions. This is .1 new provision lhat likewise implements the' 

constitutional m.1Od.lte under Sec. 2, Art. V of the Constitution. to address the prob­
lem of lack. of .1CceSS 10 the right to vote by qualified over:;e,\S filiplnos. 

Sllckc:CS ,l"owed In nl.lees oiller,than c<Uldlll,\tes' reslctence .\JI" pa.rtx hea."!)uAr- : 

~ (Sec. 121<1». Following the Supreme Court dedslon in Ihe 1992 C.l5C 'of' 
AdiollS vs. COMCLCC. IIlis provision would olliow poslinl,; of slid,cls ,1111..1 ucc.lls in .1 . 

house, lJuildin~, csl.lbli5ilmen(, or vellicle, bul only wilh the cxp,ess consent of Hs : 
own~r. 

• Continuing system of resISlr,\Il"n of 'voters (S·ec. 154). Uillil,e in Ihe current prece- , . 

dure where rcgistration is conducted 011 spedfic (k'les, registration under the continu-

• . ing system 5h.111 be conducted d,lily. lhe list of .ipplic,,\ll!S for reslst"1tion sl\,,11 be 

posted, ,\lld hCMin,gs with nolice to p.1r1ics conducled before the "ppllc.1Uons .lIe : 
.lcled UI)On by the election rC,!IiSlr,llion llo.1Id. TIlis procedu;e Is .\11 dITlendmeot Cif Ill' . 
881. tal,cn from Sec. 79 of the .19/8. tlection Code"'imed at eliminating the exlslence . 

of padded or f.,lsifted lists of voters whidl lesult in voting by "f.lke" or iIIeg.\I voters. 

• R~ctu'tlon In lIumber of boUlo's for distribution (0 rirecl!lc15 (Sec. 21 I). This pro­

vision reduce irom 120 per cent to 100 per ccnt of the lotal 'number of rcs'Stered 

voters in the precinct the number of ballots to be distributed to predncts. II is .de­

sisnel,lto reduce the cost of printing ballots as well as.lo minlmlLelrrcgularitiesresult­

ins Crom the existence of .\11 unncccess.,'Y number cf printe.d b,\llots. 

• Redustlon I~ numbsr of 1I00es " vot"r 'Is aJlo\Y~d to ch"usc spull"" I> ...... ot (Sec. 
2A I). Under the presentl.\w, ., vOI~r who SPOi'ls hl~ billiot durlo,g voting m,lycJl.ulge 

his b.~lot twice. Tile number of repl.lcement b.\llots th.lt may be i.$Sued to him would 

now been limited to only one. 

• TriUlsfer of venuS for counllng (Sec. 246). The Commi.$Sion IS given the flexibility (<> • 

order the trilllS[cr of the ven',o;: of countin~ ,1Od prepillillion of election returns In I'le '. 

interest of free, orderly, honest, peaceful and credible elecilons Ie a public lluUdlog In 

any olher pl,lce it deems fit. Under the existing code, transfer of venue Is IImltecl 10 iI : 

public building within the s.llTle dly or munidpall;Y. 

. . 
.• Copy of tlls election retums a..nd certificate of C.'U1vass to be men 10 " medla- : 

based uno...ff)c1;\1 COllnt deslp.n~ted·by the CommIssIon (Sees. 254 and 274). This Is: 
. a reiteration of Sec. 29(b) of RA 71 GO, with the addllion of the election returns, to give: 

r.he public .'dv,w:e. iIIthough unoffidal, results of the elections. 

• EIImlniltioQ of anI: step In the provlncloU ~vasslnR process (Sec. 273). TIlls pro­

vision doci away with muni·:il>a! CdIlY,lSSlng for the positions 9f President and Vlce­
President down to i111 provinci.ll offiici.\ls where the election returns are fllSt CdIlvassed . 
• 11 Ihe muniCipal level. As proposed, c.uw,\SSin,:: of t',e (;Ie<;:tion returns Cor these posl- , 

lions will I!0w ·be done directly by the provind,u bOMds of c.uwasser.;. TIlis sub5tM- i 

. . 
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tMIIy speeds up ifte c.aovass1rJ8 PI'OCe!IS that would In 
J60n. 

• BssoUDt of yote;J In Sf" 00 "ectfon qtgrga ,,,,,,HtesI to e. bcwd of w,_· 
m (Sec. Z78). In this case. the CoI1ll"llls1lQl\ may Older the board of eM :1~11nllpclo­
tors to recount the votes of candidates alfected and prepare the eledlon 'returns 
theleI'or. 1hIs Is a new provision to COYer such A contlngwx:y. 

. •. MM''''' mom In d!!jdap ""una (Sec. Z80).TheplOpOMId code spada. the 
punds for CDI11!CtIon of mantrest er!'OIS. By Jlm1tln& the gJOUnds to those aiumer­
Ated, And authorizing the board of CMlVassers to motu p1tJpIfO correct !Udl,enors, 
thls provision would expedite the c:.anv1!.SSinS proc.ess. ' 

• <All hir mesI!!.I elest!OW! when ',,'wll' of .... "Ots "''''WI (Sec. 2,&). Th!I'~­
log provision merely tasks the board 01 eledloo Ir\5pectoIs to seal the ballot bolt (or 

SA(~Ing. ThIs provblon goes a step f'ucJther by authollUng the Com~ ;to 
(.Ill a ~pedal elecUon It the number 01 baIIot5 In questIOn wW etrect ~ resWts of the 
eleCtJqn. ; 

• Im,,,pyemMt of pm«dum In pm=p'2f"MI"M" coptrauJs!l!!s (Sees. US7 to Z97). 
, Amon8 the Improvements of the procedwe are the reduction of the pertocl wlthII\ 

which to rule on objections, ancI. that for dtsposM of appeIIs !ThJs atlde Is a ~ 
lion of the present procedure, aimed At speeding up the dlspGlllIon 01 ~ 
lion CQQtroYersles. 

• JmrodMdlon of evldense Nlunde In pre:proclameflog FMdie'z'. (Sec. ~). 
A new provisIon 'designed' to expedite pre-procJamatlon ,p~and t1IffOrd 
parties wbstantlve Justice. 

.' fllte.l ptedod for clecldlns electlOD cogSt!!tS (Sec. 3(4). 1)e Pl'C5ent law dOllS not 
•. fix a period within which courts of general or IImlted Jwlsdl<1'M aRl requlml to de­

ckle eledlon contests, thus resulting In protracted Utlgsllon and den!N of IIIbstMtIYe 

justice to the duly-elected leader, ,and the constJtuenc;y, concemed or"tmIr If.IbtfW , . . 

kwler. ' 

• lq 919 w4a«rt(o «,'M. CiUJdlcIatfJ w"',o gbtalncd HCMd b"""", ..... If 
. : I 

. yote;I! Is d~ !if.IlUII:r (Sec:. 307). At present, the law on au« I 'Ion under 'the 
LccaI Government Code applle5 In such cases. The rationale for the propoMd 
chm!ge Is that unlike ~ candidate obtaining the second hlshest number 01 ~ 
the 5l!Cussor des.lgnaied AS candldate-elect does not have tho Imnd&te to SleMt lIS 

such. 

• No $!Iecutl0n of Igdmperu In MpM" dQdOl! CA!M (Sec. 309). ThJs makes M 
excepllon Of the general rule mIowIng executlo., of Juctsment pentIIng ~ In ~ 
ognItlOn of the need for stabilitY In public &dmlnlstratlon. ' 

. , 
• rroNb!tlm on WIld", escIeslastlw JnU".e (Sec. 116). 1hIs Is a rYt1W p~ 

that r~terates theco~tutionaJ prInCIple of d1ulch~ 
separation by prohibiting, the heads 01 any chwdI hIemrcby or, 
rellgtous sect. denomIMtlon, or group'ng from 1n!I~ 
directly. ~r Indlrec:tly, the membelS of their IIock. perlill;, or' 
~on to vote Cor or against any CIIldIdate or poJHJc:c~ paity , 
by any form ,of ejection p~anda. 



t 

6 

• Ban on political adYertlsemenl$ Inmed!;l (Sec. 131). The proposed code adopts 

the existing law on political advertisements In the mass media as contained In Sec. 
11(b) of Republic Act No. 6646 (otherwise known as thE, Electoral Reforms 4wof 
1987), while at the same tlme preserving the tight of media to print or broadcast 

newsworthy views and events. RA 6646 dooares It unlawful for My newspaper, 
radio broadcasting or televlslon station or other mass media. ()r My person making 

use of the mass media. to sell or gtve free of charge print space or air time for 9Utl-,. . 

• 

palgn or other politlCoa1l purposes except to the CommIss!oo for "Comelec llme" and 

'Comelec Space" purposes. The Commission, however, Is disposed to oonsIder a 

!.!fi!ns of the ban, but Qnly for c;:;wdldate:; for natloMl office (I.e., itlr President, Vice 

President and Senators), and sublect (0 the regulatory powe!Sof the Commission. .. 
The Commission appredares the limitations of <ampaJgnlng for national office with" 

out reasonable use of media Pn compal1son, Ioc<~ candidates have a IImltedCOfl-. 

stltuency and personal campaignIng for them Is. not. only [XISSlble but desirable. 

Moreover, monitoring political .lds a~ the locaI.level would be diffiCUlt, If not lmpos-. 

sible, and does not lend itself to a falr and effectIve enfolC£!ll1ent of the rules on 

equal time and access. While regulation of the use of alr time and print space by na­

tional CMIdldates as well as tile settlng of advertising rares thell:for may be Workable, 

then, the same is not true fur local CMIdldates; hence, the CommlS$lon's op~tIon' 

to any lifting of the political ads ban with respect to local CMIdldates. 

!.knlf,adon OR m~~rso ... l!de:o (Sec. 131). Adds to the existing enumeration of 
medlamen required to take do If!'ave of absence cturtng the c<vnpalgn period, repon­

ers, correspondents, campaign volunre:r5 and those employed or retained bj any 
candidate, and e>. tends the pellod of required reave beyond the campaign perlqct up 
to electlon day. 

• 5Cr!cter ndes or. tile use of pubUc t!'MSpO$1'OIl dud. eledIon$ I Set. 1l7). 

• 

Measures IntrodUced designed tomlnlmlze emplo)/ment of the 'hakot'sy.;tern. 

·f,LlmlnO!!tloo of, use of eme~c:y baIIo,j!. Under Sec. 181 of the present code, In 
case of the absence, Shortage, or destruc.tlon of baHots for use on election day, the 
munldpal treasurer Is authorized to provide for so-<.1\lled "emergency oallots' for use 

by voters. ThIs Is <\ potential source of ilbuse elimInated under the proposed code. 

• Chanse In proce<!.""~ In i!!!I!.Ur..n.ton 41'f Ind~b1e CnI!l (St.'C.. 236). As proposed, the 
indelible Ink slK'lII l)~ applied not after bt;t before the ballot Is Issued to the voter to 
enable the ink to d~mmp!etely <Uld r~nder difficult Its remov.ad after voting •. 

• DI.'!gOsltlon of tm"~!t.~ (Se<-_242). The ~5t1ng-procedure Is proposed to be 
changed such that tr.; unused ballots, as torn, are r~u!red to be submitted to the 

electton officer I[",sic.'! se,lied envelo~. 1l1ere is no similar safeguard In the present 

code. 

I. Coe,don of eiectlon Q!!!QiLls and employees (Sec. 31r. .. par. 5). ThIs was nOt 

previously punishable b;! law. Thls Is a new provision designed to deter harassment 

-of election offldals In 1:h" txirfon"".!lCe of their pll!l dutles. 

. 2. COmputer fraud (S.!C. 314, pdf. 23). nils provision was Introduced In anl.1dpa­

tion of the modemiLltlon of tile. electoral j:lr0ce:;5, making a;mputer fraud punish­

able whether or not. it mi\llg'!$ the l'e9I.llts of the electlon or Impillrs thl! electoral 
processes. 

• 
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BILL HO. _____ ....... .c... 

AIr AC!' BllAC1:'IIfG 2'IIE BLBcrXOlI CODB O:r 'fill: PBILIPPIIIBS '.'. " , 

. ,: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re~resentatives'of 

the Philippines in Congress, assembl,ed: ;., .; .•.. '" 

AftICLB I. c;Ulk"L PBOVlSIOlI8 

., . 

SEC'.l'XOD .1- litle.<- This ~c~, shall be known and cited as the 

"1993 Election Cod~ of pte Phil1PPcines". 

SEC. 2. lPJ;Pl.iMbiliU. - This Code shall govern the election 

of pu~lic rifficers,as well as ple_iscites~ initiatives, 
" 

referenda and recalls. (Sec~.,2, a, B,!?) 881) 

The terms "election" ~d "elections,"'when used' in' this 

Code, shall refer to,.regular or special OR RECALLelectlons or to' 

plebiscites~ [initiatives, "referenda, or recalls]'., (Hew) ~. 

SEC. 3. Blection AIH1 CO_i. peri ".,.. -, Onless oth~rwise 

fixed in special casesC by the. Commission on Elections, 
• I ,..! ' 

hereinafter x:eferredto as the Commission, the ,election ~riod 

'sh~ll commence ninety (90) days; ~~~ore the day of- the election 

;", 

, I. 

and end thi rty (30) days therea~~~r. (Sec,. 9," ,Art. IX (C) , " 

Constitution) 

The campaign period shall be as follows: 

[(1)] (.A) For President, Vice-President and Senators'­

ninety (90) days; ,(sec. sea), RePublic Act Ho. 7166) 

[(2)] (B) For Members of the House of Representatives and .: . 

elective local officials - forty-:-f~ve" (45) 'days; (sec,. 5(b), RA' 

7166) 

[(3)] (C) For barangay 9ff,icials - [fifteen (15)] TEH (10)' 

days (RA 6679); , 
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1 [(4)] (D) Plebiscites[, initiatives and referenda - as 

2 provided ,for by law or by the Commission] ON INITIATIVES AND 

3 REFERERDA - AS MAY BE PROVIDED HEREIN; 

4 

5 

.[(5)] , ,eE) , OTHER PLEBISCITES - AS'MAY BE PROVIDED BY THE 

COMMISSION. (New) 
" , . ".", 

, " 

6 The campaign period shall not include the day before and the, 

7 day of the election, as well as Mal,Uldy Thursday and Good Friday., 

8 (Sec. 5, RA 7166P) ,':" 

9 ,SBC. 4.Postponellent Ai election~ - When for any serious 

10, cause sU,ch as violence, terrorism, loss, or destruction of 

11 

12 

, , 

e~ection ,;paraphernalia: or records, force majeure' and other 

a~alogous 'causes of'such a nature that the holding of free, 

13 orderly and honest elections should become impossible in any 

14 political subdivision, the Commission shall, motu proprio or upon 

15 a verified petition by any in,terested party; and after notice and 

16 hearing whereby all interested 'parties ar'e afforded equal 

17 opportunity to be heard; postpone the election therein to a date 

18 reasonably ,close, to the date of the election not held, but not 

19 l~ter than,thirty (30) days after the cessation of the cause as 

20 determined by the Commission.' Should there be no sufficient time 

21 to notify all parties and to conduct'a hearing before the 

22 election sought to be postponed, the Commission may hear the case . 
23 summarily and deny or grant such postponement. (Sec. 5, BP 881) 

24 ,SBC. 5. suggension gf election. - If on account of force 

25 majeure, violence, terrorism, fraud, or other analogous causes, 

26 th~ election in.any,political subdivision has been suspended at 

27 any time before the. results"of the election could be announced 

28 find the suspension of'election 'would affect'the result thereof, 

29 the Commi,ssion shall, on the basis of a verified petition by any 

30 interested party 'and in every case after due notice and hearing, 

31 call for the'continuation of the election suspended within thirty 

, I 

• 
. ' 

• 
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.,(30) days after the cessation of the cause of suspension. (Hew) 

SEC. 6. lallure 2f. election. - If, on.account of force 

majeure, violence, terrorism, fraud, or other analogous causes, 

the election in any political subdivision has not been held on 
, 

the date fixed, or has been suspended before the close of the 

, voting or after the voting but not before or during the counting 
" 

of votes or preparation or transmission of the election returns 

or while in the custody thereof, such election resulted in.a 

f~ilure to elect, and i~ any of such cases the failu~e of 

election eould affect the result thereof, the commission, shall, 
, ' . 

on the basis of a verified petltion by any interested party and 

in every case after due notice and hearing, call for the holding 

,of the election ehich resulted in a failure to elect within 

thirty (30) days after the cessation of the cause of such failure 

to elect. (Sec. 6, BP 881) 

SEC. 7. Call ~ sgecinl elections ~ m 90l'Jtpongent, 

m!!ill?ens.io1!!, n failmt'e .!'!K elect.ionll;1 - The postponement,. 

suspension or declaration of failure of election and the calling 

of special elections shall be decided by a majority vote of the 

members of the COmmission sitting en banco (Sec. 7, BP 881) 

SEC. 8. ~Hcm ~.w ~ ",yailMle ~ tmlliM places. - A 

C9PY of this COde shall be provided and be made a~ailable by the 

COmmission in every polling place during elections. (Sec. 8, BP 

881) 

·q,U:. 9. Official r.ID!l. ~ t:elegrg Falat.iu .to. electiog • ..,. ., . . 

All ,documents, telegrans and. correspondence related to' an 

elec'tion and sent by public officers in the performance of their 

! election duties through tile 'postal and telecommunication service' 

I shall be gi'Ten priority and transmitted expeditiously and free of 

I~arge. (Sec. 9, BP 881) 

I Telegr~s, telex and facsimile (fax) transmission of the 
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1, same nature shall likewise be given priority and transmitted 

2 expeditiously by private FRANCHISED telecommunications and simi-

3 lar facilities. (Rew) 

4 It shall be the duty of the Heads of the Telecommunications 

5 Office and of private telecommunication 'companies to transDiit or 

6; cause the transmittal immediately, accurately and in preference 

7 to all other communications or telegrams, mes'sages reporting 

8 election results and such other communications whi~h the 

9 COmmission may require to ensure free, honest, and orderlr elec-

10 tions. (Sec. 9, BP 881) 

11 SEC. 10. Shipment and transport gg official cargoes. -

12 During the election period, all official cargoes such as ballot 

13 boxes,' official ballo'ts, election forms, records, supplies and 

14 ' paraphernaiia related to elections shall be given the highest 

15 priority in ',the shipment, distribution and delivery by air, land 

16 ' and sea transportation companies, whether private, public or 

17 government-owned or ,-controlled. 

18 'It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Department of 

19 Transportation and Communications, the Heads of the Civil 

20 

21 

Aeronautics Board, Land Transportation Franchise and,Re~latory 

Board, Armed Forces of the Philippines, Philippine Rational 

22 Police and Philippine ,Coast Guard to implement and monitor such 

23 preferential status of official election cargoes. (Rew) 

24 SEC. 11. XranBportationand RobilizatioD gg official., 

25 ~loyees ~ deputiep gg the CnqmiesiQD. - Officials, employees 

26 and deputies of the COmmission shall, during the election period 

27 or pursuant to an order or directive of the COmmission, or while 

28 in the performance of election duties, be given a "must-ride" 

29 status whether by air, land, or sea upon presentation 'of a 

30 resolution, travel order, mission order or subpoena, duly issued 

31 by the Commission, its Chairman, any COmmissioner, or any of its 

• 

• 
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1 officials of Director rank. (New) 

2 SEC. 12. Election· eg'P"es. - [Unless otherwise provided by 

3 .law, the COmmission shall bear such expenses as may be necessary 

4 
'. . I" .,' ',.. 

and reasonable in connection with elections. The COmmission may 

5 direct that in the provinces, cities or municipalities, the 

6 election expenses chargeable to the Commission be advanced by the 

7 province, city, or municipality concerned subject toreimbtirse-' 

8 men"t.by the Commisslon· upon presentation· of the proper bill 

9 within ninety (90)·' days from the political exercise and its 

10 approval·by the Commission.] ALL EXPENSES FOR THE CONDUCT OF 

ELECTIONS SHALL BE sHARim BY THE NATIONAL, PROVINCIAL,· CITY, OR 

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENTS FOR WHICH THE ELECTION AS.HELD IN SUCH 

13 MANNER AS THE COMMISSION SHALL PRESCRIBE. FOR mIS PURPOSE, THE 

14 ~GGUNIANG PANLALAWIGAN, SANGGUNIANG PANLONGSOD AND SANGGpBIANG 

15 DAYAN cONCERNED SHALL APPROPRIATE ANNUALLY AN AMOUNT EQUIVALENT 

16 TO ONE-THIRD (1/3) OF THE AMOUNT SPEtlT BY THEIR RESP~CTIVE 

17 PROVINCES, CITIES, OR MUNICIPALITIES IN THE LAST ELECTION A~ A 

18 CONTINUING APPROPRIATION TO COVER THEIR RESPECTIVE SHARES OF THE 

19 . EXPENSES IN THE NEXT . REGULAR ELECTIONS. (Sec. 20(a), RA 6388, 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

AIilended) 

FOR BARAHGAYELECTIOHS, local governments shall appropriate 

such funds to defray such necessary and reasonable expenses of 

the members of the board of election tellers, board of canvassers 

and the printing of election forms arid procurement of other 

election paraphernalia, and [the installation of polling] VOTING 

booths. (Sec. 50, BP 881, Amended) 

Funds needed by the Commission to defray the expenses ,for 

the holding of elections shall be provided in its regular 

appropriC'ltions which,. upon certification, shall immediately be 

30 released to the COmmission. In. case of deficiency, the mz:ount so 

31 provided shall be augmented from the special activities fund in 
\ 

" 
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1 the general appropriations act. and from' those specifically 

2 ~ppropriated for the purpose in special laws. (Sec. 10, BP,,881) 

3 f 

4 AR'l'ICLE II. TIlE CQIIIIISSIOR OR ELBC'fIORS 
" . . -

5 

6 A. COKPOSI'l'IOR 
':,' 

7 

8 SEC. 13. %Il@ cn--is.ion. - [The COmmission I3hall be CC?JDPQsed 

9 of a Chairman and. six (6) COmmissioners. "w~o shal:J. be appointed 
. , 

10 by the President with the consent of the Commission on 

11 Appointments] T~E. SHALL BE A COMMISSIOR. ON ELECTIONS COMPOSED, 

12 OF A CHAIRMAN AND SIX COMMISSIONERS WHO SHALL .BE NATURAL BORN', 

13 CITIZENS OF THE PHILIPPINES AND, AT THE TIME OF THEJR 

14 APPOINTMENT, AT LEAST THIRTY-I!'IVE YEARS OF, AGE, HOLDER~ OF ,A' 

15 COLLEGE DEGREE, AND MUST NOT HAVE BEEN CANDIDATES FOR AN~ 

16 ELECTIVE POSITION IN THE. IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING ELECTIONS. 

17 HOt-lEVER, A MAJORITY THEREOF, INCLUDING THE CHAIRMAN, .SHALL BE' 
'. - .,'-

18 MEMBERS OF THE PHILIPPINE BAR WHO HAVE BEE}I ENGAGE» IN .THE 

19 PRACTICE OF LAW FOR AT LEAST TEN,YEARS. 

20 

21 

THE CHAIRMAN AND THE COMMISSIONERS· SHALL BE APPOINTED BY. THE 

PRESIDENT WITH THE CONSENT OF THE COMMISSION. ON APPOINTMENTS FOR . .'; - -.' 

22 A TERM OF SEVER YEARS .WITHOUT REAPPOINTMENT. OF THOSE FIRST 

23 APPOINTED, THREE MEMBERS SHALL HOLD OFFICE FOR SEVE, ~EARS,' 

24 ' WITHOUT REAPPOINTMENT. APPOINTMENT TO ANY VACANCY SHALL BE O~Y., 

25 FOR THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF THE PREDECESSOR. IN NO CASE, SHALL ANY 

26 MEMBER BE APPOINTED OR DESIGNATED IN'· A TEMPORARY OR ACTING 

27 CAPACITY. (Secs. land 2, Art IX (c), COnst.) 

28 It shall act as a policy-making body and exercise 

29 administrative, quasi-judicial and judicial functions relative to 

30 all laws and regulations with respect to the conduct of 

31 elections. (New) 

• 

• 
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1 SEC. 14. Di'Ml'IfIHfiCOtriOD Af ........... rs Af .tIul (OgpissiQD. -

2 The CHAIRMAlf AND members. of, the Commission 'sha,ll, be subject to 

3 the canons of judicial ethics in the discharge of. their 

4 ,~unctions • ' \. .... ,Of, 

5 , No Member ·of the Commission shall sit in' any 'case in which 

6· he has, manifested· bias ,for' 01' against any party'thereto 'and in 

7 connection, therewith, 
.!. " 

or in:J any case' inwh'ich he wOl1ld be 

8 dii3quaUf,ied under 'the Rules lof Court:'. "If, it be claimed that a 

9 member is,disqualified as' above 'provided, the party objecting to 

10 his competency may file his objections in writing with the 

11 Commission" stating the grounds therefor. The Member concerned .12 
13 

shall decide whether to continue,topcirticipate in the hearing or 

withdraw therefrom' •.. His decision shall forthwith be'mllde in 

14 writing .and: filed with,the records of the case. I If a 

15 disqualification should result in a lack of quorum'~n the 

16 Commission sitting en banc, the Presiding Justice of the,Court 

17 of, Appeals shall,; upon. formal' request of the Commission, 

18 de!!ignate a justice of said-court to sit in said case for the 

19 purpose of hearing and reaCbinga decision thereon. (Sec. 58, BP 

,881) . 

ThElChairman and Members· of the commission, including its 

22 officials and ,employees; , shall riot be 'qualified to run for any 

23 office ,in '.the election immediately suceeedingtlleir retir~ent, 

24 resignation, or'cessation£rom office. 

25 

26 B. '. POWERS JUID nnr~IORS 

27 

28 ·SEC. 15. Powers Am! £UIlctioDS. - Ili'addition' to the powers 

29 and functions conferred u'pon it by the Constitution, the 

30 Commission shall enforce'and<administer all laws and'regulations 

31 relative to the conduct of an election and shall: 
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1 [(1)] (A) [(a,)]J1) Exercise direct and ,immediate 

2 cont~ol and supervision over national fl,nd local officials or' 

3 employees" ,including members of any national or local law 

4 enforcement agency and instrumentality of the government required 

5 by ,law or deputized by the Gommission' to perform election duties, 

6 including officers and employees, of government-owned or 

7 -controlled corporations,_relative to the conduct of elections;, 

8 In addition, it may authorize CAT cadets eighteen (18) years of 

9 age and above to act as its deputie~ for the purpose of enforcing 

10 its orders; 
, 

11 [,(b» (2) Relieve and substitute any-officer or employee 

12 referred to in the preceding sub-paragraph, who violates OR FAILS • 13 Tq COMPLY WITH the election law AIm THE COMMISSION'S, , [or fails 

14 to comply with its] instructions, orders, resolutions, decisions 

15 or rulings; 

16 [( c) ] (3) RecomDiend to the proper authority the suspension 

17 or removal from office.or imposition of disciplinary action on 

18 any of such officers or employees"who may, after due process, be 

19 found guilty of such'violation or failure; (sec. 52(a), BP881) 

20 [(2)] (B) [(a)] (1) Promulgate rules and regulations. • 21 implementing all laws which the Commission is required to enforce 

22 and administer, including those concerning the expeditious 

23 disposition of election cases and pr~proclamation controversies: 
. ' 

24 provided, That, such rules,shall not diminish, increase, or 

25 codify substantiva rights; 

26 [(b)] (2) Require "legal fees and collect the same in 

27 payment of any official transaction done in the Commission at 

28 rates which it may determine; (Sec. 52(e), BP 881); 

29 [(3)] (C) Hear cases and by a majority vote of all its 

30 members sitting en banc or in division decide the same; (New); 

,31 [(4)] (D) [(a)] (1) Summon the parties to a controversy 
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, pending before it, issue subpoena and subpoena duces tec~~, take 

testimony and receive evidence in any investigation before it, 

and delegate," at its discretion, such powers to any of ,its duly-

authorized legal officers; (sec. 52(d), BP 881) -. ". 
[(b)] (2) In case of failure of a witness to attend~y 

hearing, and upon proof of service of subpoena, issue a warr~t 
. . . . . . 

of arrest to ensure his presence before the Commission or its 

duly-authorized legal officer; (Sec. 52(d), BP 881) 

[(5)] (E) Supervise or regulate during the election 

period the enjoyment or utilization of all franchises or permits 
-,' . 

for the operation of transportation and other public utiliti~s, , , . . 

media of communication'or information, all grants, special 

privileges or concessions granted by the ,Government Qr any 
, , 

Subdivision, agency or instrumentality thereof, including ~ny 

government-owned or -controlled corporation or its, subsidiary. 
".' - " " , 

Such supervision or regulation shall aim to ensure equal . ~'. . . 
opportunity, time and space and the right to reply, including 

reasonable, equal rates therefor, for public information 

campaigns and forums among candidates in conn,ection with ,the 

objective of holding free, orderly, honest, peaceful and credible 

elections; (Sec. 4, Art. IX(C), COnst.); 

[(6)] (F) Enjoy fiscal autonomy. Its approved annual 

appropriations, as well as appropriations for the holding of 

regular and special elections and other electoral exercises" 

shall be automatically and regularly released, together with 

their corresponding cash outlays; (sec. 5, Art. IX(A), const.); 

[(7)] (G) When necessary, avail of the assistance of ,any 

national or local law eRforcement agency or ,instrumentality of 

the government in the execution, under its direct and immediate 

supervision, of its final decisions, orders" instructions, 

resolutions or rulings; (Sec. 52(d), BP 881) 
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1 [(8)] (H) Punish contempt as provided for in its Rules of 

2 Procedure and· in the Rules of court. Violation of any final 

3 executory decision, order or· ruling of the Commission shall 

4 

5 

constitute contempt there. (sec. 52(e), BP 881) 

[(9)] (I) Enforce and execute its decisions, directives, 

6 'orders and instructions, which shall have precedence over those 

. 7 emanating from any other author,ity,except the Supreme Court, and 

8 those issued in habeas corpus proceedings; (Sec. 52(f), BP 881) 

9 [(10)] (J) Prescribe forms and printing materials for 

10 official ~allots, election returns and other election 

11 paraphernalia to be used in elections, plebiscites, recalls, 

12 initiatives, referenda· and other electoral exercises; and adopt 

13 new.systems for registration, voting, counting and canvassing 

14 processes, including, but not limited to, the manner of voting 

15 and the steps and location for counting and canvassing, the 

16 resolution·of pre-proclamation cases and electoral contests; and 

17 the use of the latest appropriate technological and/or electronic . . . 

18 devices, either by piloting or installation by stages, taking 

19 

20 

. 21 

22 

into .account the circumstances and 

piloting or installation, and the 

purpose: Provided, That,· . adequa te 

markings are imposed on the use of 

location of the area of 

funds available for the 

safeguards and security 

such new forms, printing 

23· materials; systems and devices: Provided, further, That, the 

24 Commission shall notify the authorized representatives of 

25 accredited political parties and cause the publication thereof in 

26 at least two' (2) newspapers of general circulation in the are~s 

27 affected by the use and adoption of new forms, printing 

28 materials, systems, devices and safegUards not later than the 

29 start of the election period; (New) 

30 [(11)] (K) Procure supplies, equipment, materials, or 

31 services for the holding of an election strictly by public 

• 

• 
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1 bidding in accordance with the rules and 'regulations of the 

2 Commission on Audit. If it finds public bidd:j.ng impractical 'to 
3 observe, procurement may be by negotiations or sealed bids, and"'" 

'. 
4 in ,both cases,the list of ~warded contracts shall be published' 

~ I • 

5 in at least two (2) newspapers of general circulation. Copies of 

6 all awarded contracts shall be open for' examination and ii , 
7 verification by duthorized repre;;'entatives of accredited !J1Bjor 

8 political parties and of media; (Sec; 52(h), BP 881) 

9 [(12)] (L) carry out a continuing and systematic calnpaign, ' 

10 thrqugh newspapers of general circulation, radio, television and 
~ l. . 

11 other media forms, to educate the public and inform the 
! 

electorate about election laws, procedures, decisions and pther 
~ ." 

13 matters relative to the work ~d duties of the Commission and the 

14 nec~ssity of free, orderly, honest, peaceful and credible 

elections; (sec. 52(j), BP 881) "', 15 

16 [(13)] (M) Cause the inclusion in the schoolcU:rri~ulum 

17 FOR SECONDARY AND TERRIARY LEVELS of a subject on the importance ':,' 

18 and relevance of elections, in coordination with the Deparpmeht 

19 of Education, CUlture and Sports; (New) 
,.. 

[(14)] (N) Enlist non-partisan groups or organizations of 

21 citizens from the civic, youth, professional, educational,' 

22 business, or labor sectors known for their probity, impartiality 

23 and integrity, with membership and capability to undertake a 

24 coo:r,dinated operation and activity to assist in the 

25 implementation of the provi~ions ~f this Code and the 

26 resolutions, orders and, instructions of the Commission for the 

27 pu~se ·of free, honest, orderly, peaceful and credible elections 

28 in the constituency. Such groups or organizations shall be under 

29 the direct and immediate control and supervision of the!' 

30 Commission and perform such functions ,and duties as may be 

31 prescribed by the Commission; (Sec. 52(k), BP 881) 

, 
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The designation of any such group or organization may be 
~, ;. , . 

revoked by the Commission upon notice and hearing wheneve~ it has 
·1 • .! /': !. - . . . 

shown partiality to any political party or candidate, or .. " .. ',' t, I :', o,f 

performed acts in excess or in contravention of its functio~s and 
. ,', _ .; • '. . . ;"t' . • . . ", I • :! ;1 '~". '._ '\:', .' , 

duties or committed any act in violation of the. provisions of 
! .. , ',:,. '0 .'""l 

, 

6 this COde; (Rew) 
... : . ; : 

7 [(15)] (0) Conduct in the cities and provinces, upon 
I, , ! 

8 proper motion of any party, hearings on controversies pending 

9 before it, t~ing into consideration the materiality and. number 

10 of witnesses to be presented, the situation prevailing in the 

11 

12 

13 

area 

881) 

j ., • ~ ," • ". • 1 ' •. )" I , 

and the funds available for the purpose; (Sec. 52(1), BP 
" 

.. ' 

[(16)] (P) Fix reasonable periods or dates for certain 
,;';'" . 

14 pre-election activities in order that voters shall not be 

.15 deprived of their right of suffrag~; (Sec; 52(m),BP 881) 
., ! 

16 The Commission is hereby authorized to fix the appropriate 
• • "' j,,' ," 

17 period for the various prohibited acts.enumerated herein 
", .' j. .,' ..; ,/.....: 1 

18 consistent with the requirements of free, orderly, honest, 
i '. '.! • 

19 peaceful and credible elections; (Sec. 52, BP 881) 

20 [(17)] (0) Provide death benefit~, hazard pay when 
'" 

21 warranted, grant incentive and merit awards to members of the 
, .,;. ",-

22 boards of election inspectors, ,IJoard Of. c~nvassers, deputized 
, . 

23 agencies and personnel of the Commission. Such amount as may be 
.\ ~. 

24 necessary for this purpose shall be included in the 

25 appropriations of the Commission; (Sec. 3.7, RA 7,166, Amended) 
; 

26 [( 18)] (R) stop any illegal election activity after due 

27 notice and hearing, and summarily. confiscate, tear down, or s'top 
, • • 'I • 

28. any unlawful, libelous,. misleading, or false election propaganda; 

29 (Sec. 57(2), BP 881) 

30 [(19)] (5) Examine the financial records of any candidate, , 
31 political party, coalition, or organization motu proprio or upon. , 

• 

• 
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1 [the] written representation for probable cause by any person or 

2 gr'o~p of persons as to" election over.spending or illegal 

3 expenditure; (Sec. 57(3), BP 88!) 

4 For purpb~es of the two (~) immediately prec~ding 

5 paragraphs, the COmmission may avail its~lf:.;of the, assistance or 

6 services 'of 'the Armed Forces of: the Phi,li:ppines, Philippine 

7 National Police, National 'Bureau of "Investigation, commission on 

8 . Audit,' [Central 'Monetary Authority; l 'Bureau of' Internal Revenue, 

9 securities and Exchange' 'Commission, ,Department of the Interior 

10 and LOcal Government and other agencies of the government. (Sec. 

11 57, BP 881) 

SBC~ 16.' Special reliefs ill' election M'es. ",The commission 

13 is hereby vested with exclusive 'authority to issue, writs of 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

certiorari, prohibition' 'arid mandamus in election cases. (Sec. 

150, BP 697) ;'1'--' 

'·1 !', 

.{ . C.'CBii"tRAL AIIJ)\'PIELD Oll'l'ICES, {,' ',1", ., 

'( ,"'; 

SEC. 17.' Central office. ,,-' The central office shall be 

comPOsed 'of the offices of the Chairman,' COmmissioners, Executive 

DireCtor;' 'Department Directors;' and such other offices as may be 

created by the 'commission. 

23 "The Executive Director shall take charge of theadministra-! 

24 th'e' affairs' of theCommisston and implement its: policies and 

25 [decisionsl RESOLUTIONS IN APPROPRIATE CASES under the:' 

26 supervision 'of"the commission. 

27 The Department Directors shall perform such powers and 

28 

29 

30 

31 

dtities'as may'be assign~ by the 'COmmission. (New) 

SEC. 18. Pield offices. - The Commission shall :chave the 

following field offices: 

[(1)] (Al Office of the Regional Election Director, headed 
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1 by a Director IV; 

2 [(2)] . (B) Office of the Provincial Election supervisor, 

3 headed by a Provincial Election.Supervisor;·and 

4 [( 3) ] (B) Office of the City or Municip~i Election 

5 Officer, headed by a City or Municipal Election·Officer. 

6 The field offices shall have such other officers and 

7 employees as the COllllliission may designate. 

8 The Commission may delegate its powers and functions, or 

9 order the illlplementat·ion or enforcement of·i ts resolutions, 

10 orders; rulings" or decisions through the EXecutive Director or 

11 heads of its field offices. (Sec.· 53, BP 881) 

12 SEC. 19. OpAH:fiCAtiORS gf central office o:fficials.- The • 13 Commission shall provide its own personnel policies on the 

14 qualifications of its central office officials and employees 
" " 

15 (New) CONSISTENT WITH EXISTING LAWS AND CIVIL SERVICE RULES AND' 

16 REGULATIONS. THE COMMISSION SHALL BE AUTHORIZED TO PROCESS 

17 APPOIR'lMENT PAPERS OF CASUAL, TEMPORARY,~ ·CONTRACTUAL AND OTHER 

18 EMPLOYEES NOT INCLUDED IN THE REGULAR PLANTILLA WITHOUT THE NEED 

19 FOR APPROVAL BY THE CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION. '(NEw) 

20 SEC. 20. m"Ji:ficatioDs .gf field officials. - Only members • 21 of the Philippine Bar shall be eligible for appointment to the 

22 positions of Director IV, Provincial Election supervisor and 

23 Election Officer. If there are no members of the Philippine 

24 Bar available for appointment as election officers, college 

25 graduates with bachelors degree in law, public: administration, 

26 arts, education, or business administration, in the order named, 

27 who possess the appropriate civil service eligibility, may be 

28 appointed to said position: provided, That, eleCtion officers of 

29 cities and capital towns shall be holders of a degree in bachelor 

30 of laws with appropriate civil service eligibility. (Sec. 54, BP 

31 861) ,~ -, '. 
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. SEC. ·:21. Office ~·;.storage space. - The' local government 

concerned shall provide suitable office and storage space for the 

provincial election supervisor, the election officer and their 

respective staff.' In case of failure of the local government 

concerned to provide such space, the provincial election 

supervisor or the election 'officer, as the case may be, upon 

prior authority of the Commission and notice to the local 
, 

gqvernment concerned, may lease another place for office and 

charge the rentals thereof to the funds of the local gov~rnment 

concerned. (Sec. 55, BP 881) 

SEC. 22. Changes !A ~ cORgosition ADd assigp.eDt Qf 

offices. - The Commission may make changes in the composition of 

its offices and assignment of its personnel whenever the 

exigencies of the service and the interest of f'ree,· orderlY'''; 

honest, peaceful and credible election so require. Such chan~es 

shall be effective and enforceable only for ~e duration of the 

election period concerned and shall not affect the . tenure of 

office of the incumbents, or constitute a'demotion, either in 

rank or salary, or result in change of status. During the 

ele~tion period, no REGIONAL ELECTION DIRECTOR OR ASSISTANT 

Director [IV,] provincial election supervisor, or city or 

municipal election officer.shall be assigned to or allowed to 

remain in his area of responsibility where he and/or his spouse 

is related to any candidate within the fourth civil degree of 

consanguinity or affinity. (Sec. 56, BP 881, Amended) 

SEC. 23. Reorganization. - The provisions of Section 22 

notwithstanding, the Commission is hereby authorized to 

reorganize, no more than once every five (5) years and in 

accordance with civil service regulations, its central and field 
~ 

offices,· and adjust salaries and allowances of its officials and 

employees, in order to promote maximum efficiency in carrying out 
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1 its constitutional objective to ensure free, honest, 'orderly, 

2 peaceful and credible elections. (Sec. 28,0, BP 881, Amended) ". :' , 
• .f 

3' 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

, " 

ARTICLE III. ELBCTIOR ARD 0i'IIJ5k PROCESSES 

. 
A. ELBCTIOR CW PRESIDEII'l' AEID VlCE-PRESIDIm'r 

SEC. 24. Regul.ar glection fm Presid .... t .ud~,.Presid .... t. 

9 - [(1),] (A) The President and Vice-President shall be elected 

10 by direct vote of the people for a term of six (6) years ~hich 

11 shall begin at noon on the thirtieth day of June next following 

12 . the day of the election and end at noon of . the same date six' (6) 

13 ye~rs thereafter. The President shall not be eligible for any 

14 re-election. No person who has succeeded as President and has 

15 

16 

serve~ as such for more than four (4) years shall be qualified, 
'. , 

for election to the same office at any, time; 
. " 

17 [(2)] '(B) No·Vice-President shall serve for more than two 

18 (2.) successive terms. Voluntary renunciation of the office' for 

19 any length of time shall not be considered as, 

20 interruption in the continuity of ,the service for the, full term 

21 for which he was ,elected; 

22 [(3)] (e) Unless otherwise provided by law, the regular, 

23 election for President and Vice-President shall be held on the 

24 second Monday of ~!". (sec. 4, ·Art. VII, Const.') 

25 SEC. 25. Special. elections fm: President AmI ~President. 

26 - Special elections for the offices of President and Vice-

27 President shall be called in accordance with Sec. 10,. Art •. VII,' 

28 of the Constitution. (Hew) 

29 SEC. 7.6 • .tamme@! m! votes ~ President Md Urul-Pre!lJident 

30 ~ ~~A ~~, city ~ district bgards gfcanyapsers. ~ 

31 [(1)] The provincial, city, or metropolitan Manila district board 

• 

• 
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1 of cimvassers~" a.s· the case may be, shall meet not later than six 

2 ' ... o'clock in'the' 'evening of 'election day to canvass the election 

3 returns it has already received. It sh;"ll meet continuously from 

4 ,'" day to 'day. 'until the canvass is compieted but may' adjourn only 

5·,· for C' the . purpose of awaiting the' other election returns. The 
I .... 

6 ,boardshall~ each tiBie it adjourns, make a total of all the votes 

8 '. 

9' " 

10 

7 cast for eaCh candidate for presidentlmd Vic'~-president and for 

other,.posiUonsincluded in the election, duly authenticflted by 

the·signature and thnmbmark of each meomer of the board; furnish 

a' copy thereof. to the CoJIimission in Manila bY the fastest means 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

". 

of communication; and make available the data contained therein 

to massinediaandother interested p~rties' re~Jsting 'the sam,e. 
~ . .' II . 

UJ?on the completion of the canvass, the board shall pr~pare. a 
'" .. 

c~rtificate of canvass showing the votes received qy each 

cipldidate:,for' President and Vice:':"President duly' a~thenticated by 
. . • .i ~ 

·,thesignature and tJiumbmark of each member of the board. The 
".. + -. .,. , 

board shall certify and transmit said certificate of canvass with 

supporting statement of votes by precinct to the President of the 

senate. : (Sec. 15, 'BP 881) 

SEC. '27. Canvas A gf yQteR gpZ president ~ ~preBideAt 

~ Congress. - [(1)] (A) The President of the Senate shall, in 

the presence of the Senate and the House of Representatives in 

joint public ~ession, and not later than thirty (30) days afte:':' 

the day of e~ection, open all the certificates of canvass 

received and canva~s···the votes. 

[(2)']' (B) .:' The"[person] CANDIDATE having the highest 

number of votes sh.:iil be proclaimed elected. In case .two (2) or. 

more shall ·equally have" the highest number of votes', one of them 

shall forthwith be chosen by majority vote of all the members of 

both h6uses of Congress voting separately. 
'. 

[(3)]. (e) .·Congress shall promulgate its rules for the 

'·1 
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1 canvassing of the certificates[.] WHICH RULES SHALL BE PUBLISHED 

2 IN TWO (2) NEWSPAPERS OF GENERAL CIRCULATION NOT LATER THAN 

3 T~IRTY (30) DAYS BEFORE ELECTION DAY. 
, 
4 [(4)] (D) The Supreme COurt, sitting en banc, shall be the 

5 sole judge of all contests relating to the election, returns and 

6 qualifications of the President and Vice-president, and 

7 promulgate its rules for the purpose. (sec. 4, Art. VII, COnst.) 
, 

8 SEC. 28. Cgrrection Qf errors after transmission ~ Senate 

9 President. - No correction of errors ~n the certificate of 

10 cp.nvas.s and supporting statement of votes by precinct alr~ady 

11 transmitted to the President of the Senate, shall be made or 

12, 

13 

allowed, except upon authority of 'COngress acting as the I!"ational 

Board of canvassers for President andVice'president. (Sec. 17, 

14i Bf 881) 

15' SEC. 29. DeteminAtion gf Iluthenticity AD!I !IDA execution Qf . , 

16 certificate Qf cagyass. - Congress shall, in determin~ng the 

17, authenticity and due execution of the certificate of canvass for 

18 p~esident and Vice-President as accomplished and'transmitted to 

19 it by the local boards of canvassers, satisfy itself that: 

20 [(1)] (A) Each certificate of canvass was executed, signed 

21: and thumbmarked by the chairman and members of the board ,'of 

22 canvassers, and transmitted by the board to COngress; 

23 [(2)] (8) Each certificate of canvass contains the names of 

24 all the candidates for President and Vice~President and their 

25 corresponding votes in words and figures; and 

26 [(3)] (C) There exists no discrepancy in the votes of any 

27 candidate in words and figures in the same certificate. (New) 

28 SEC. 30. Inc0J(91Mft D.I:, altered certiflc;ate gf .r.aDVASS. -

29 When any certificate of canvass or statement of votes by precinct 

30 appears to be incomplete or bears erasures or alterations which 

31 may cast doubt as to the veracity of the number of votes stated 

• 

• 
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theFein a~d may affect the result of the election, Congress 

shall" for the sole purpose of verifying the actual" number of 
. ->'". : ;. ,:'" '. . 

votes, cast for President and Vice-President, count the~'votes as 
. , .; ~ 

,they appear in the copies of the election returns sulxilitted to , 

it '" ,~n th~" absence thereof, the, President of the Senate shall" 

requ'ire,t~e Commission to deliver its copy illlDediately to his 
"": 

office. If the copy of the commission is not available, the 

board of canvassers concerned shall be required to transmit by 
: j ') ,.,; , -;''': • 

personal delivery within three (3) days from receipt of notice 

tb,e election returns of the precincts affected. (Sec. 19, BP 

, 881) 

, 
B. m:.BC'!'IOII OJ' Dm!oJBRRS mr CORGUSS II, 

_.'.'. 

Wi SEC. ,:;31 .!tegulu fltlecUQIl ~ l'evabern gf ,C!?Qgress. - ~he 

r~gular ele~tion for Senators and.for Members of the House of 
) .. :;'" ri, ! : 

Representatives shall be held on th~ second Monday of May and 

every, 1;hree( 3 ) years thereafter. 
~ ',' ''- ',- ,; ,;." " 

(Sec. 8, Art."VI, Const.) 
_ _,c ~ 

o Ho ~enator shall serve for more ilian two (2) 
. " ~. 

consecutive 

terms',o,nor sJul}~ ~y m~r of the House o'f Representatives serve 
Ii ..... 

for more than three (3) consecutive terms. . ~--- .,-,'. Voluntary, 

renunciation of the office for any length of time'shall not be 

considered as an interruption in the continuity of service for 

the full term for uhich he ,WClfl elected. (Secs . .(\ and 7, Art, VI, 

Const. ) 

Be,. ' 32. JlI!ru;ial ' ~lQcUcm. - In case a permanent vacanCy , . . .. 
shall ocpur" in the senate' or House of Representatives at least 

orie, (1), year",before th~ expiration of~ the 'term '~f; office, the 
• a '. ~. .".. .., 

Comm1ss~on shall secure a certificate of vacancy frOm the Senate 

! 

..' . \ .' ~.'. 
30 ,,;," or; 'H.ouse of Repr,esentatives, as the case may: be, and 'thereafter 

;:'. ' 

31 call a special election to fill the vacancy 'noteariler 'th~ 

• 
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1 sixty (60) days nor later than ninety (90) days after the finctl 

2 det~rmination 'by the-Fommission of such vacancy. However, in 

3 case of such vacancy in the Senate, the special election shall be 

4 held simultaneously with the next succeeding regular election. 

5 (Sec. 4, RA 7166, Amended) 

6 SEC. 33. ~ gf office. - The term of office of Senators 

7 shall be six (6) years while the term of office of the Members of 

8 the House of Representatives sh~ll be three (3) years, bqth.of 

9 whi~ shall begin at noon of the thirtieth day of June following 

_ 10 their election. (Secs. 4 and 7, Art. VI, COn~t.) 

11 

12 

SBC. 34. CDnposition. - The Senate shall be composed of 

twe~ty-four (24) Senators who shall be elected at-large by the 

13 qualified voters of the Philippines. (Sec. 2, Art. VI, COnst.) 

14 The House of Representatives shall be composed of not more 

15 than two hundred fifty (250) members, who shall be elected by 

16 qualified voters of the legislative districts apportioned among 

17 the provinces, cities and the metropolitan Manila area. (Sec. 5 

18 (1), Art. VI, Const.) 

19 SBC. 35. Party-list representatives. - The party-list 

20 

21 

representatives shall constitute twenty per cent '(20%) of the 

total number of the Members of the House of Representatives, one-

22 half (1/2) of which shall, for three (3) consecutive terms after 

23 the ratification of the Constitution, be filled by election. 

24 (Sec. 5 (2), Art. VI, COnst.). 

25 SEC. 36. CAfNABS mt ymES ROB ~ - THIRTY (30) nAYS 

26 APTER THE ELECTIONS, THE COKMISSION SITTING EN BANC AND ACTING AS 

27· THE' RATIONAL BOARD OF CANVASSERS FOR SENATORS SHALL COIIVBtIE AND 

28 PUBLICLY COUNT THE VOTES cAsT FOR SENATORS OSING THE CERTIFICATES . . 

29 OF. CANVASS SUBMITTED BY THE PROVINCIAL AND DISTRICT BOARDS OF 

30 CANVASSERS. THE CANDIDATES IN THE "'UMBER OF SENATORS TO BE 

31 ELECTED WHO OBTAINED THE HIGHEST HUMBER OF VOTES SHALL BE 

• 

• 
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DECLARim ELECTED. (Sec. 215, 1971 EC, Amended) 
• 

C. BLBC'!'IOB 01' LOCAL OI'I'ICIALS 

SEC. 37. RegDlar electiou gf 100.1 of:ficialB. - ne regular 

elections for provincial, city and municipal officials sball ,be 

b~id every three (3) years on tbe second Monday of May. (Sec. 

42'~RA 7160) 

Tbe governor, vice-governor, city mayor and vice-mayor, aDd 
, 

municipal mayor and vice-mayor sball be elected at-large by , ' 

qualified voters in their respective units. (Sec. 41, RA 7160) 

SBC. 38. Blectiop ~ Heabers ~ ~ !!Iang~gniapg 

HDialavigM, sAIlggplllinpg panlungsod JIIIId BanggpniNlg "nAQ 

district. -' Tbe elective members of the sangguniang panlalavigan, 
! 

sangiJuniang panlungsod andsangguniang bayan sball be elected by 
, , , 

district as follows: 

[(1)] (A) The members of the sangguniang panlalauigan, 

sangguniang panlungsod of the cities of Manila, Quezon, Kalookan, 

cabu, Davao, and any other city with two (2) or' more legislative 

'districts, and sangguniang bayan of tbe' municipalities in tbe 

met'ropolitan Manila area shall be elected by sangguniang 

districts as established by the COmmission pursuant to Republic 

Act Ro. 7166; (SEC. 3, RA 7166,'~ED) 

,[(2)] (B)' All other cities and municipalities not included 

in'the immediately preceding sub-paragraph shall have the same , 

number of elective members to their· respective sangguniang 

panlungsod or 'sanggunlang baye.Q as provided for in existing laws, 

[wbo shall be elected by district]. Por this purpose, the 

Commission shall divide each city and municipality into two (2) 

districts by barangaYq [as nearly] EQUALLY, IRSOPAR as 

practicable, according to the number of tbeir respective 
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1 inhabitants, each district to comprise a c9mpact, C9J!.tiguo~,an~, 

2 
I 

:j 

3 

I adjacent territory. [(Sec. 3, RA 7166, Amended») 

No person shall be elected member of the sangguniang " 

4 panlalawigan, sangguniang panlungsod or sangguniang bayan, as the i 

5 case may be, unless he .is an actual resident 9f., the district of 

6 which he is a candidate. (New) 

7 ' SEC. 39. Bighl,y:"urbanized AmI cQDOnent cities.-!iighly- : 

8 urbanized and component cities whose, charters proh~bit their' 

9 voters from voting for provincial elective officia~s shall be 

10 - independent of the province. .Registered voters of a highly-' 

11· urbanized city shall not vote in the election ~or provincial,; 

12 

13 

14 

15 

officials of the province in which it is located; voters of a ' 

component city shall be entitled to vote for elective pro~incial 
. I ' . , ....,., i ~. '. ',;. 

officials of·the pr.ovince of which it is a part, unless its 
'J •• " • J •.• ) .1 

chaJ;"ter provides. otherwise. (Sec. 12, Art. X, Const.; Sec. 3, 
" :'" 

16 RA 6646) 

17'50 component ~ity shall be .declared or classified as a, 

18 highly-urbanized city within siltty.(60) days prior to a local 
. J. 

19 .election. ", 

20 

21 

.. <'. 
,-- 'SEC. 40. Sectoral repre~eptativeB.- In addition to t::he 

regular members of the sangguniang, panlalawigan, sangguniang 

22 panlungsod and sangguniang bayan, there shall .be one (1) sectoral 

23 representative each from the ~ODen, workers, and any of the 

24 following sectors: the urban poor, indigenous cultural 

25-, communities, disabled persons. or any ,other, s.~ctor as 1Day be 

26 determined by the sanggunian concerned at le~st ninety (90) 

27 days prior to the holding of the next regul~r local elections[, 
. .' • ! 

28 

29 

30. 

31 

as may be provided by law]. (Sec. 41(c), RA 7160) 

SECTORAL REPRESENTATIVES SHALL BE VOTED FOR AT LARGE BUT 

ONLY REGISTERED OR ACCREDITED SECTORS SHALL NOMINATE CANDIDATES. ;. r ' . 

)'" 

",' 

" (' 

I· 
I 

• 

• 
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HC. 41. Regglar e,lectiQRs lax officials J.D .tM Agtppgegge 

Region. - Ybe elections for regional officials of the Autonomous 

~egion in Muslim Mindanao shall be held on the second Monday 

after the Muslim month of Ramadan immediately preceding the 

term of office of such officials. (Sec. 1, RA 7647) 

In case of "vacancy in the regional assembly occurring at 

least one (1) year before the expiration of the term of office. a 

special election shall be called" to fill the vacancy in the 

manner prescribed by the regional assembly. The member so 

elected shall serve only for the unexpired term. (Sec. 6. Art 

VII. RA 6734) 

SEC." 42. ravofJitiop Af regiOMl MIle!t1y., - The regional 

assembly shall be composed of three (3) members from each of the 

congressional districts. (sec. 4. Art. VII, RA 6734) 

aRC., 43. ~erm Qf office. - The term of office of the 

regional governor and vice-governor and that of the members,of 

the regional assembly shall be three (3) years which shall begin 

on the first day of the succeeding month immediately following 

their election. N60fficial shall-serve ,for more than three (3) 

consecutive terms. 

Voluntary renunciation of the office for any length of time 

shall not be considered as an interruption in the continuity of 

the service for the, fu!'l term for which he was elected. (sec. 5 

Art. VII and Sec. 6. Art. VIII. RA 6734) 

SEC. 0(14. Regp.:,.m: elgctipn gf baragga!, of£icials. - ne 
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1 election forbarangay officials shall be non-partisan and shall 

2 be held every three (3) years on the second Monday of May. (Sec. 

3 42, RA 7160) 

4 SEC., 45. ~ .Qf office. -,The ~erm of office of barangay 

5 officials s~all be three (3) years beginning on the first day of 

6 Jt.m!'l :,follo'~ing their election, unless sooner removed for cause, 

7 until t~eir successors shall have been elected and qualified. 

8 (Sec. 43, (C), RA. 7160) No barangay official shall serve for 

9 more than three, (3) successive terms. (Sec. 5, RA 6679) 

10 SBC. <'6 • S"'''9'9UII. i 8.11.9 barllll.ga:r.' - There shall be a' 

11 sangguniang baranga~ in every duly-constituted barangay, which 

12 shall.OO composed of a pur..ong barangay and seven (7) lw.ga'Uad, all 

13 of uhom shall ba elected directly by the voters of the barangay. 

14 The punong barangay shall ipso facto be the presiding officer of 

15 the s~ngguniang barangay. (Sec. 5, RA 6653; Sec. 41,. RA 7160) 

16 Sgc. 41. ~@rt~g~cate gf c~pdidACY. - [Mo person shall be, 

17 . elected bai"angay official unless he files a strom certificate of 

18 candidacy] ANY PERSON 2ILING A S~ORN CERTIFICATE OF. CM~IDACY 

19 

20 

21 

i FOR .i'l. EARlI.UGAY. OFFICE SHALL DO SO in triplicate in accordance 

',·!itil [this Code] SEC. 112, (6). 

I ~hc electio'::l officer sha11 prepare a consolidated. list of 

22 all candidates and post said list in the barangay hnll and in 

23 I other CO::lsp.~cuous places in the barangBY at least ten p.O) d e7 s 

24 I Defere t'1.e election. 

25 

26 

27· 

28 

29 

30 

31 

83C. 40. ~~ Qf ~lectioD in~pectQzn. - [(1)] (A} The 

·,CoJr.':!lission shall constitute not later than ten (10) days before 
I 

1&>- '1 V' be.....e I t" " to" " ~ .. -

I
' .. ,,0 e eC',"~on, a a .... o~ e ec ~on ~nspec rs ~n .every precJ.rlc", ..... ,. 

D~ CG~ooed. of a chai~ and two (2) memb~rs who a~e all public I .. -
. I ~chool t.eClchors •. 
, 
II I:'l C<lseno public school teachers are avail«ble, the 

.11C0l'1El:iS~ion shall designate any registered voter in the pr.ecinct 

• 

• 
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" " . 

1 who is not an incumbent barangay official or related to any 
, . ,'. 

2 ,caQdidate for any position in [that] THE barangay within the 
''-' . 

3 fourth civil degree of affinity or consanguinity. 

4 [( 2)] (B) The board shall supervise and conduct the,: 
'.' 

5 election in their respective precincts. count the votes and! 
.. , 

6 prepare the election returns in triplicate in a form prescribed 
'j" , 

7 ;' by the COllllilission. The original of the election returns shall 

8 

9 

10 

13 

'14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

21 

be delivered immediately to the barangay board of canvassers. 

The second copy shall be delivered to the election officer. and 
:.;' ~. 

the third copy. to the secretary of the sangguniang barangay. who 

shall keep the same on file. (Sec. 40. BP 881) 

SEC. 49. AAi;irit,iee duril!ag ~ caweU!m POP:ioc'l. - During the . ...,', 

campaign period. the punong barangay or any kagawad. who is npt a 
, ..:..; 

c~n?idate. or any resident of the barangay of known ~robity 

designated by the election officer shall convene the barangay: 
" 

assembly. at least once. to summon the candidates to a joint 

meeting. upon proper notice at least two (2) days .prior thereto. 
" 

to enplain to the barangay voters their respective programs of 
, 

administration •. qualifications and other information that may 

enlighten voters' in casting their voteR. 

The members of the barangayassembly may take up and . .:; . 

22 di'scuss other matters rrolative to the election of barangay" 

23 officials. (Sec. ~7. BP 881) 

24 

25 

26 

27 SEC. 50. ~-~ IfIDItC!!l\ dflgfnM. - Party-list system is a 

28 mechanism of proportional representation in the House of 

Representatives of political parties. organizations. or' 
.' " 1 ." . 

" 

29 

30 coalitions thereof uith national. regional. or sectoral: 
, ", 

31 constituency registered l-1ith the Ccmmission. 

, ' 

. :~, 



1 SBC. 51. Registration. - Any organized group of persons may 

2 register as a political party, organization, or coalitions for 

3 purposes of the party-list system by filing with the Commission a 

4 verified petition in accordance with Sections 95 and 96 hereof. 

5 DC. 52. !li!pi£estatioD .t.g partici,pate .iA par1:y-lJJit. ant-. 
6 Any political party~ organization, or coalition already 

7 registered with the Commission need not register anew. However, 

8 such 'party, organization, or coalition shall file with the 

9 Commission, not later than sixty (60) days before the 'election, a 

10 manifestation of its desire to participate in th~ party-list 

11 system. (New) 
-/ 

12 SBC. 53. Certified list gfregistered parties. - The • 13 Commission shall, not later than forty-five (45) days before the 

14 elections, prepare a certified list of political parties, 

15 organizations, or coalitions which have applied and are qualified 

16 to participate under the party-list system and distribute copies 

17 thereof to all the precincts for posting' in the polling places on 

18elect.ion day. 

19 SEC. 54. Ro@inatiqn gf part~-l!Bt ~eDreseDtatiyes. - Each 

20 registered party, organization, or coalition shall submit to,the • 21 Commission not later than fifty (50) days before the election, a 

22 list of five (5) names from which party~list representatives 

23 shall be chosen in case it obtains the required number of votes. 

24 The list shall not include candidates for regular Member of 

25 the House of Representatives: 

26 SEC. 55. flgal.:l..fisations of partY.-~ mmiDeeA. - No person 

27 shall be nominated as party-list representative unless he is a 

28 natural-born citizen of the Philippines,; able to read and write; 

29 a resident of the Philippines for at least one (1) year 
, 

30 immediately preceding the day of the election; a bona fide member 

31 of the party, organization, or coalition with a national, 
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, ;. , ":- I r -"\ 

1 regional, or sectoral constituency which he seeks to represent;'a 

2 registered voter; and, on the day of the election, is at least 

3 twenty-five (25) years of age. 

4 In the case of a nominee for the youth sector, ~emust at 

5 least be eight~ (18) but not more' than tv~ty-one (21) years of 

6 age on the day of the election. Any youth sectoral repreBmlt~';' 

7' 

8 

9 

10 

11 

.12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

.20 

21. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

t1.ve 'who attains the age of twenty-one (21) years during his tem' 

shall be allowed to continue in office until the expiration of 

bis term. 

SEC. 56. l!!!t!"Mr gf ygtimtg. - Every voter shall be entitled 

to 'two (2) votes: the first is a vote for the candidate for 

Melaber of the House of Representatives in his le'gi~lative 

district, and the second, a vote for the party, organ1Zatioii; or' 

c~ilition he wants represented in the House of Representatives. 

A'vote cast for a party, organization, or coali~ion not ~titled 

to be voted for shall not be counted. 

SBC. 57. Procedure in alloCating meats ~ par$r~li.t 

ropraaoritaUua. - The Commission sball tally all the vO,tea fo:t 

the parties, organizations, or coalitions on a nationwide b&8is; 

rank them accorciing to the nWllber of votes received as' against 

the total number of registered voters nationwide, and allocate 

p~rty-list representatives proportionately according to the 
:. ,I . (' .. 

percentage of votes obtained until all seats are filled up. 

A political party, or.ganization, or coalition shall be 

~tit1ed 'to a maxillWm of five (5) [TEN (10)] seats. 

[THE PAR'rY-LIST nBPR~~A~I'I7E SHALf. OOBSTI'lUTE ftEH'l'lC, (20)· 

PBRCENTl'M OF' THE TOTAL mJN.'BER 0]1' ALL REPRBSImTATIVES IJfCLUDIBG 

28 THOSE UNDER THE PARTY-LISTS. FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SEATS 

29 :to BE OCCUPIED OR THE BASIS OF PARTY-LIST, THe SECO!nl VOTES FOR . 
30 BACH,PAR'rY-LIST SHALL DE ~DED UP NATIONWID~.IN CASES WHERE A 

31 PARTY IS NOT ENTY.TLED TO BE INCLUDED iN THE PARTY-LIST, THE 
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1 SECOND VOT,ES CAST BY A. VOTER REFERRED TO IN SECTION 56 HEREOF 

2 SHALL. NOT BE. COUNTED. 

3 THE TWENTY PERCENTUM OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF THE 
I " . '. i; 

4 ikPRESENTATIVES SEATS MENTIONED ABOVE SHALL BE DISTRIBUTED AMONG 
.,' 

5 THE PARTY-LISTS ON THE BASIS OF THE SECOND VOTES CAST BY THE 

6 VOTERS AS FOLLOWS: . 

7 ' •. THE, TOTAL NUMBER OF SEATS SHALL, BE MULTIPLIED BY THE JIIOMBER 

8 OF,sECOND VOTES OBTAINED BY EACH PARTY-LIST IN ALL LEGISLATIVE 

9 DISTRICTS AND THE PRODUCT DIVIDED BY THE SUM TOTAL OF SECOND 

10 ~OTESOBTAINED BY ALL PARTY-LISTS TO BE TALLIED; PROV.IDED, .THAT 

11 IN D,ISTRIBUTING THE SEATS AMONG. THE PARTY-LISTS, ON~Y SUCH " 

12 PARTIES SHALL BE INCLUDED AS HAVE OBTAINED AT LEAST FIVE (5) 4t 
13 PERCENT, OF THE VALID SECOND VOTE IN THE LEGISLATIVE DI~TRICTS. 

14 FIRST, EACH PARTY-LIST SHALL RECEIVE ONE SEAT FOR EACH WHOLE 

15 

16 

17 

18 

NUMBER ATTRIBUTED TO IT. THE SEATS THEN REMAINING SHALL BE , 

ALLOCATED IN THE DESCENDING SEQUENCE OF DECIMAL FRACTIONS 
, 

RESULTING FROM THE CALCULATION. IN CASE OF EQUAL FRACTIONS THE 

ASSIGNMENT OF THE LAST SEAT SHALL BE DECIDED BY THE,COMMISSION ON 

19 ELECTIONS BY DRAWING LOTS.] 

20 DC. 58. lim! par\l!-;un representatives Am MQ8en. - Party-

21 list representatives shall be proclaimed by the Commission based 

22 ,on"the list of names submitted by the respective parties, 

23 'organizations, or coalitions to the Commission according to their 

24 !anking in said list. 

25 DC. 59. ~erm gf office. - party-list representatives shall 

26 be elected for a term of three (3) years which shall begin" 
, 

27 ,unl,ess otherwise provided by law,. at noon on the thirtieth day of 

28 ,JUI\ene:xt following their election. No party-list repres~ntative 

29 shall serve for more than three (3) consecutive terms. Voluntary 

30 renunciation of the office for any length of time shall not be 

31 considered an interruption in the continuity of his service for 

" 

" " 

:;. 

.f 

• 
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the full term for which he vas elected. 

DC. 60. CMnge gg a££il.iAt;iOA; R:f:fect. - 'AnY elected part~ 

list representative who changes his political party or sectoral 

affiliation during his term of office shall forfeit his seat. 

SEC. ,61. V"Cf'!!c,y. - In case of vacancy in the seats reserved 

for. party-list representatives, the Commission shall fill the 

same by proclaiming a qualified representative from the list of 

nominees in the order subQitted to the commission under section 

,54 hereof by the same party, organization, or coalition, vh~ 

shall serve for the unexpired tern. , , 

Should the party, organization, or coalition concerned 

already have obtained the maximum number of seats reserved for 

party-list representation, or the nominees listed be no longer 

qualified, said party, organization, or coalition shall llOIIIinate 

from among its qualified members its representative to be pro­

claimed by the Commission to fill the vacancy. 

.j", ". 

, 
SBC. 52. nOM]l de:f:iPWil. - "Recall" refers to the po_r to 

remove from office any elective local official for loss of 

confidence. 

"Sl!:C. 63. ~ J!IJJm,} M!!'Ircl~. - The power of recall shall be 

exercis,ed by the registered voters of Ii local government unit to 

which the elective official subject of such recall belongs. 

C(~. 69, RA 7160) 

SEC.' 64. m&Q ~ ~ ~~. - Any elective provincial" 

city, municipal or barab.gay official may be recalled for loss of, 

confidence ,in the manner prescribed and subject to the 

limitations herein~terprovided. 
i· 

SEC. 65. ~~; ~ cqg3e~cqd. - ,Recall may be initiated 
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, " , , 

1 [by: 

2 (1) A preparatory recall assembly; or': 

3 
'-":.:'.~.;\; ",'.,' .. ~"',:-
, "(2)] upon petition ,of at least twenty-five per cent (25%, of 

4 
,':' ",J.";':"'~"; .. :.... - .; . . • . 
,the total number of regl.stered voters of the loc,al government, 

5 unit" to which the elective local official subje,ct of such recall" 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

,22 

•.. ' "J :(:.':.' • \ 
belongs. (Sec. 70 (c) and (d), RA 7160) L 

!/ ,~ 

[Sec. 65. Preparatory recall asseMly. - A preparatory,! 
.f . • : :.: • /' 

recall assembly shall be composed of the following: ,. '-~'. ," . '. ; t, 

. '.' 

For a province -, All mayors, vice-mayors and s~g9'QDiaJ( 
",.,.' If 

members of component cities and municipalities; j • -.:. ~'> ; , ;' 

,(2) For a ,local legislative district for sangguniang, 
-' ~-> ••. ;,:. "';:","' . - • .; :, 

panlalawigan elected by district - All mayors, vice-~yors andi 
\ ' . ~; .; \ . -: 

's'~ggunian membe~s of component cities and municipalities of the 
I .'. 4~ .: ' 

" district; or 
. \...,' . 

(3) for a city or municipality - All punong bara~gay ,and 
--.. ., .. ~ , . ' 

sangguniang barangay members of the city, municipality" or 

council district.] (Sec. 70, RA 7160) 

[Sec. 66. Recall ~ ~parlltOry recall assenbly. - Recall' 

proceedings by a preparatory recall assembly against any elective 

local official in the local gover~ent unit shall be validly 
" ... : t" 'l"V .' . '. • 
initiated through,a resolution adopted by a majority of all its 
" ": :;.- " I' 

members 'in a public session called for the purpose. (Sec. 70; RA 

23 7160) 
\; . , 

24 Questions 'affecting the validity of the resolution shall be 

25 r~ised ina ~erified petition filed with the Commission within 

26 fi~;';"(5) daysfrol'l its adoption. 

27 The Commission shall sl.'lI!IlIarily decide the petition within 
I ~ .. '. j . 

28 seven (7) days from its submission for resolution, which decision 

29 shall be'final end e:ecutory.] 

30, {lti" SEC. '66. ~~..fi ~ li!ll:All. I.bl: petition). - A petition for 

31 recall shall be in writing end signed before the, election officer 
• ,I; I 

" 

" " 1. t. s;:. 
':' . 

- " 

" 
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or his representative in signature stations in such public places 

as.may be determined by the COll!llllission. The petitioner and the 

official 'sought to be recalled, or their representatives, shall 

be notified of the time, dates and places of the signing. 

The petition shall be filed with the COmmiasion through its 

office in tbe, local government unit concerned. The COmmission or 

its duly-authorized representative shall cause the publication of' 
. i .' 

the petition in conspicuous public places for a peri~ of not 

less than ten (10) days nor more than thiI;ty (30) days. (Sec. 

70,; RA 7160, 

The 'election officer shall verify tile authenticity and 

genuineness of 'the signat.ures lI.nd whether ~e required ~rcentag~ 

of voters was obtained. He shall su:\:,l.Uit 'his findings and 

recommendiltiona to t..'le comciss;i,cn j ",,"uediately after completion of 

1:I1e veri£ication. The COlNaissitin ~hall det.ermine the sufficiency 

of 'the petition for recall t#ithin ten (10) days from, receipt of 

the 'findings and recom.u""!l'lations of t.he eloction officer. 

[See. 6& .. D'i1in8 R§\1. - No resolution or petition for'recall 

shall' '00 given due course unless ac=:upanied by such doCUlleDtary' 

requlremento and filicg f~ri nD may be premcribed by the 

COmmission.] (Nett) 

The ~ission shall set 

the date of th,~ Gle~tion on rec.::Jll, which shall uot I:!c later than 

sixty (60) day3 in the case of provincial o~ficials, and thirty, 
I , ' 

(30) days in i:b3 case of ,~lecf:.ive ci-i:y, :-ll'.tnicip.al, 0::- barangay 

official3, from final de~armination by the Co~~ission of the 

validity and ~rw:ficirmcy 1l2~i~',~ T'l!solnt.ion or pet.ition OD recall. 

(Sec. 71, RA 7160, l'..mshde-J) 

s~c. 68. ~~~~i~Q ~~ g~adifg~. The'OOmaiDsion'shall 

fix the date for ,tI1e fili!:1.S of cert:i,:::icatF.Js: of cWulick\cy for the 

position affected 8:v.d t".'le'-<':laftc~r pro)';I8Ie the list of candidates, 
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1 which shall include the name of the official sought to be 

2 recalled. The official or officials sought to be. recalled shall 

3 automatically be' considered a duly-registered candidate or 

4 candidates and shall be entitled to be voted upon. (Sec. 71, RA 

5 71~0) 

6 SEC. 69. Prohibition ~ resignation. - The elective local 

7 official sought to be recalled shall not be allowed to resign 

8: while the recall process is in progress. (Sec. 73, RA 7160) 

9 SEC. 70. Effect. - The recall of an elective local official 
, 

10 shall take effect upon the election and proclamation of a 

11 candidate other than the official sought to be recalled. :Should 

12 the incumbent win the' elections, confidence in him shall thereby. 

13 be deemed affirmed, and he shall continue in office. (Sec. 72, 

14 RA 71.60) 

15 . SEC. 71. LimitatioD~. - Any elective local official may be 
. 

16 subject of a recall election only once during his term of office. 

17 No recall shall take place ~ithin one (1) year from the date of 

18 an official's assumption to office or one (1) year immediately 

19 prec~ing a regular election for the office concerned. (sec. 7." 

20 

21 

22 

23 

RA 7160) 

B. SYST!H Ol'!' IDI'l!A7IW AmD RW!'RRRl!DUK 

24 

25 

S~C. 12. Definitiom g! ~erms. - As uRed.in this COde: 

, [(1)] (11.)" "Initiative" refers to the power to propose. 

26 amendments to the Constitution or the enactment of national or 

27 local legislation. It may be exerciRed directly, through a. 

28 petition to be submitted in a plebiscite called for the pUFPOse, 

29 or indirectly, only in the case of a national or local 

30 legislation; 

31 . [(2)] (B) "Referendw:t" refers to the power to approve or 

•••• 

• 
. ;. 
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'1 reject statutes 'enacted by COngress in Whole or in part, or laws, 
" 

2 res~lutions or 'ohlinances enacted-by loCal legislative bodies; 

3 ,'. [(3)] (e) '''pr~position" refers to a measure prop:,sed by 

4 
,I . " '..' \ .. -;' 

voters for the enactment, amendment, approval, or rejection of a 

5 law; 

6 [(4)] (D) "Piebisc'ite" refers to the 'electoral process 

,7 through which the poWer of iriitiative or ref~reDdum' is eXercised; 

8 [(5)] : (Ej "Petition" refers to the written i~strument 

9 containiilg the proposition duly signed in a form prescribed by 

13 

14 

the eomiliission; 
, -

[(6)] (F) "Local government units" refers to the 

autonomous regions, . p'rovinces, cit'ies, mu~icipalities' and 

barangays; 

[ (7)] "Loc:al legislative bodies" refers to the 

15 regional assemblies,sangguniang panlalawigan, sangguniang 
, . 

16 panlungsod, sangguniang bayan and'sangguniang barangay; 

17 [(8)] (H) "Local executives" refers to the regio~al and 

18 provincial governors, cOtty or m"unicipal mayors and punong 

19 b8.rangay[, as the case may 00]; (Sec. 3, RA 6735)' 

[(9)] (I) "People'£; organization" refers'to bsmA f..1d§. 

21 associations of citizens t]ith demonstrated capacity to promote . , 

22 the public interest and r-1ith identifiable leadership, membet"'Ship 

23 and structure; (Sec. 15, Art,-'XIII, COnst.) 

24 SRC. 7~. miA I'lml rn;;Ql;clliill'!~ - ~he power of initiative and 

25 referendum may be exerc:tsed by all 'registered voters of the 

26 country, autonomous regions, provinces, cities, munici~lities 

, 27 and 'barangays.; '(Sec. 4, RA 6735) 

28 SEC. "!~ ~ 1!!~.tlJ!l!il!.'@elT!1';r.l.;' -A pet! tion for initiative ,or 

29 referendum shall 'be deeI!:ed vaiidly initiated if signed by 'the 

30 required nUmber of voters, a3 roli~: 

31 [(1)] (A) InH:iative on't.he constitution - at least twelve 
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1 per cent (12%) of the total number of registered voters 

2 nationwide as signatories, of which every legislative district is 

3 represented by at least three per cent (3%) of its registered 
, 

4 voters. An initiative on the COnstitution may be exercised only 

5 after five (5) years from its ratification and only once every 

6 five (5) years thereafter; (Sec. 2, Ar.t. ~II, COnst.) 

7 .[(2)]. (B) Initiative or referendum on national statutes -

8 at·least ten per cent (10%) of the total number of registered 

9 voters nationwide, of which every legislative district is 

10 represented by. at least three per cent (3%) of its re~istered 

11 voters; 

12 . [(3)] (e) Initiat~ve or referendum on laws, resolution~ or 

13 ordinances passed by the legislative assembly of an autonomous 

14 region, province or city - at least ten. per cent (lOt) of the 

15 total number of registered voters in the local government unit 

16 concerned, of which every legislative district is represented by 

17 at least three per cent (3%) of its registered voters: Pr.ovided, 

18 That if the province or city is composed of only one (1) legis la-

19 tive district, each municipality in a province or. each barangay 

20 in a .city should be represented by at least three per cent (3%) 
. . 

21 of the registered voters therein; 

. 22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

[(4).] (D) Initiative or referendum on .an ordinance passed 

in a municipality - at least ten per cent (10%) of the total 

IOlutiber of registered voters in the municipality, of which every 

IbarangaY'is represented by at least three per cent (3%) of its 

Iregistered voters; 

[(5)] (E) Initiative or referendum on a barangay resolution 

or ordinance - at least ten per cent (10%) 'of the total I)-umber of 

Ir~gir-ltered voters in the [city or municipality, of whiCh every] 

harangay [is represented by at least three percent (3%) of its 

31 registered voter]. (Sec. 5, RA 6735) 

•• 

• 
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i 
SEC. 75. COntents at petition. - A petition shall contain: 

[(1)] '(A) The text of the propo~ed law sou'ght to be 
' .. 

enacted, approved or rejected, . amended or repealed; 

[(2)] (B) The proposition; 
',". 

[(3)] , (C) The reason or reasons therefor; 
-:~: . 

[(4)] (D) A statellient that its subject is not among those 

prohibited under the immediately succeeding section; 

[(5)] (El The signatures of the petitioners or registered 

voters; and' 

[(6)] (F) An abo tract or summary proposition in not more 

than one hundred (100) vords legibly written or printed'8:tthe 
.{ 

top of every page of the petition .. (See. 5, RA 6735) 
" ~. ' 

SEC. 76. Ltaitationa aD petitioD. - No petition shall 
,. 

embrace more than one (1) subject. , Neither shall it have as its 
,. 

subject emergency measures, the enactment of which are 

specifically vested in COngress by the COnstitution, eXcept until 

ninety (90) days after,its effectivity .. Inth~ case of local 

initiative, the petition shall not extend to subjects or, matte~ 

which are beyond the legal powers of· the local legislative'~y 

to enact. (Sees. 10 and 15, RA 6735) 

SBC.77~ VodUcatiQD gf eigDatpraa. - ~e Commission shall , 
cause the verification of the signatures in the petition on the 

basis of its records used in the immediately preceding election. 

(Sec. 7, RA6735) . 

SEC. 78. Cowluct mHI date gf p1ebhcito QIl initiative ax 

:r:nterG:!'ld'm. - The COI!mlission shall call IUld supervise the conduct 

of"\the plebiscite on initiative or referendUlll. 
. . .' ~. ' 

The Commission sball determine the suf~iciency of the 

petition and vithin a period of thirty (30) cmys. from receipt of 

the petition, publish the same in pilipino and English at least 

twice in ttro (2) newspapers of national or local circulation, and 

., 
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1 set the date of the plebiscite which shall not be earlier ±han 

2 forty-five (45) days but not later than ninety (90) days from the 

3 determination of its sufficiency. (Sees. 8 and 13, RA 6735) 

4 SBC .79. Effectiyity ~ initiative ru;: referepda. 

5 proposition. - A.proposition shall take effect following 

6 certification by the Commission that a majority of the votes cast 

7 was obtained in a plebiscite called for its approval 6r 

8 rejection,.as.follows: 

9 [(1)] (A) If the proposition to enact, approve, or amend a 

10 national law is approved, said law shall becOme effective fifteen 

11 (15) days following completion of its publication in the Official 

12 Gazette or in a newspaper of general circulation in the 

13 Philippines. 

14 If the proposition to reject a national law is approved, the 

15 said law shall be deemed repealed, and the repeal shall become 

16 effective fifteen (15) days following its certification and 

17 completion of its publication in the Official Gazette or in a 

18 newspaper of general circulation in the Philippines. 

19 If the majority vote is 'not obtained, the national law 

20 sought to be rejected or amended shall remain in full force and 
I 

21 effect. 

22 [ (2) ] (B) If the proposition in an initiative or 

23 referendum on the Constitution is approved, it shall become 

24 effective as of the day of the plebiscite. 

25 [(3)] (C) If the proposition in an initiative on local law 

26 is approved, it shall become effective fifteen (15) days' after 

27 certification and proclamation by the commission. (Sec. 9, RA 

28 ~735) 

29 SBC. 80. Indigent ~Rt~ve: ROUBa of ReP&esentatiyes. -

30 Any duly-accredited peo~l~'s organization may file a petition for 

31 indirect initiative t7ith the aouse of Representatives. 

., 

• 

• 
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1 Tbe procedure to be followed on the il\itiative bill shall be 
• 

2 the same as tbat for the enactment of any legislative measure 

3 before the House of Representatives. except that said initiative 

4 bill sb'all enjoy precedence over otber pending legislativ,e 

5 measures. (Sec. 11. RA 6735) 
, 

6 SEC. 81. Jm1iTM!1; ipitiative: Beg10p.l AlIA 1nc.1 leg.l.latin 

7 h",Ues. - Rot less than two thousand (2.000) .registered voters in 

8, the case of autonomous regions. one thousand ,(1.000) in case of: 
'," ! 

9 provinces and cities. one hundred (100) in case of 

10 

11 

"2 
13 

municipalities, and fift.y (50) in case of barangays,may file a 

~tition ,with the regional assembly or local legislative body. 

respectively, proposing the enactment, amendment, approval. or 

'rejection of any law" ordinance. or resolution. 

14 If no favorable action is made' tbereon by tb~ local 

15 legislative body witbin 't~irty (30) days from its fil+ng, the 
, 

16 proponents, through their duly-autborized and r'egistered 

17 representatives, may invoke tbeir power of direct initiative. 

18 giving notice thereof to the local legislative body concerned. 
I.; • . 

19 The proposition shall be serially numbered starting from one .0 (~) . Th~. Secretary of the Interior and Local Government or his 

21 designated representative shall assist in the formulation of ~ 

22 proposition. 

23 Two (2) or more propositions may be submitted in ~n 

24 initiative. 
, ~ I 

25 Proponents shall collect the required number of signatures 
; , 

26 within one bundred brent!" (120) days from date of notice in ~e . . , . 

27 ~f, autonomous regions, ninety (90) days in case of provinces and 
28 cities, sixty (60) days in case of municipalities, and thirty 

,29 ,(30),days ,in case of barangays. 
,. ;,' .. 

30 The petition shall be signed before the election officer . 
31 or bis designated representatives. and a representative of the 

" 
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r~gional assemblie,s and local legislative bodies con~_erned. 

~ignature stations may be establis;hed in ,as many publi,c places as; 
, . ~ ~:.;. 

may be necessary. 

,Upon the lapse of the period herein provided. 
".;\' • I 

the::' 

Commission. through 
; 

its office in the local government unit! 

concerned. shall certify, whethe,r the required numper of, 
1 •• ' ... , ". 

signatures has been obtained. Failure to obtain the required,: 
! 

number shall be deemed a rejection of the proPosition. 

SBC. 82 • 1«1IIi taUoD lm lOcal initiatives. - [( 1 )] (A) The 
,", " 

10 power of local initiative shall not be exercised more than once a, 

11 year. 

12 ,[(2)] (B) If at any time before the plebiscite on 

13 initiative is held. the local legislative body, shall adopt in 
1 

14 toto the proposition presented, the plebiscite shall be 
."' . 

15 cancelled. However, those against such action may, if ~ey so 

16 desire, apply_ for, initiative in the manner herein provided. 
\ . ~ I; 

17 
I, 

(Sec. 15. RA 6735) 
-.' . 

, 
'._ ," I; 

",' .'. I, 

18 0<;. 83. Ljnit.atiMg »9.Qll local legislt)tive bo!Ues. - Any 

19 p'z:opo~ition" ordinance or resolution approved shall not be 
:," ! .,"" i.' . • . 

20 _~~pe_al-ed" modified. or amended within six (6) months from the 

21 date of approval, but may be amended. modified. or repealed 
• • 1 -

22 w~thin three (3) years thereafter bya vote of three-fo~rths, 

23 (3/4) ,ot all the members of the local legislative body: Provided, 

24 That in case of barangays, such period shall be one (1) year 

25,~fter the expiration of ~he first six (6) months., (Sec. 16. RA 

26 6735) 
, 

27 SEC. 84. Local ,ro£ereDclma. - Notwithstanding the pz:ovi,sion 

28 of Section 78 hereof, any local legislative body may Submit to 
,) 

29 the registered voters of autonomous regions. provinces. cities. 

30 m~icipalities and ~arangays for their approval or rejection. any 

~. ; ;. 31 ~rdinance or r~solution duly enacted or aPProved. 

'.) 

-, 

• 

.-
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1 ' 'The plebiscite on referendum shall be held within ~inety 
, ; 

2 (9Q) 'days in case of the autonomous regions, siity(60) days in 

3 

4 

5 

case of provinces and' cities, forty-five (45) days in' case of 
" !; 

municipali ties, and thirty (30) days in case of barangays. ' (Sec ~ 

17, RA 6735) 
,",r 

6 SBC. 85. A9Peal~ - The decision of the Commission on the 

7~ufficiency or inSUfficiency of the petition for initiative or 

8 referendum may be appealed to the Supreme Cour~ within' thirty 

9 '(3Q) , days from notice thereof. (sec. 12, ,RA 6735) 

10 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

-20 

21 

22 

" 
SBC. 86., "M9Pptitutionelity III!d invalid1U' At propositigD. 

ll'Rothing in this Article shall prevent or preclude the proper 

courts from declaring null and void any proposition approved . .,' \ :' 

.... 1 . 
'Pu¥suant hereto for [violating] VIOIiATIOR OF the Constitution ori 

, ' 

for want of capacity of the local legislative body to enact said, 

rDeasure. (Sec. 15, RA 6735) 

",' 
", 

I. AlISMID varmG 

SBC. '87~ lIh!!!ent.ee yoting. - "Absentee voting" refers to the 

process by which a registered voter who is not in hirplace of 

registration on election day, either because of election duty or 

by'reason of residence or employment abroad, may vote in national 

23 electiOns. '(Rew) 

24 "'SBC. 88. Persons covered. - The following may ,avail of, 

25 absentee voting: , , 

26'[" [(1)] (A) Qualified government personnel ~ any registered ,! 

27 voter employed in the government service who, by reason of l 
. !: 

28 [public] ELECTIOR functions and duties, is not 
; 

in ·his, place' 

29 of registration on election day; and 

30 

31 

• [(2)] (B) Qualified Filipinos abroad - every overseas 
, , 

". 
, . 

Filipino, WHETHER, WORKING OR TEMPORARILYRESIDIRG ABROAD 

• 

, I 

" I 

, r 
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16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 1 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 ;' . 

31 
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including those born of a Filipino father or. mother in a foreign 

soil,'who has opted to retain his Philippine citizenship and who 

has the qualifications of a voter and is validly registered as 

such in his voting residence, and who, on election day, is out­

side his voting residence MAY PARTICIPATE IN NATIONAL ELECTION 

VtnING ONLY:.FOR CANDIDATES FOR NATIONAL OFFICE. 

"NATIO~AL ELECTION" REFERS TO ANY REGULAR OR SPECIAL 

, ELECTION HELD SOLELY OR IN PART FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING ANY 
. I . 

CANDIDATE. FOR THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, VICE-PRESIDENT ~ MEMBER 

9f THE .SENATE, OR DELEGATE TO A CONsTITUTIONAL CONVKlftION~ OR ANY 

PLEBISCITE ON ANY NATIONAL ISSUE, INITIATIVE, OR 'REFERENDUM, OR 

RECALL. 
, 

"REGION: L ELECTION" MEANS ANY REGULAR OR SPECIAL ELECTION, 

HELD SO~LY OR IN PART FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING ANY C¥'DIDATE 

FOR THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, VICE-GoVERNOR, OR MEMBER OF THi: . . 
REGIONAL ASSEMBLY OF ANY AUTONOMOUS REGION, OR ANY PLEBISCITE OR 

~ ANY REGIONAL ISSUE, INITIATIVE, OR REFERErmUM, OR RECALL. 

"LOCAL ELECTION" MEANS ANY REGULAR OR SPECIAL ELECTIOR HELD 

SOLELY OR IN PART FoR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING ANY CANDIDATE FOR 

THE MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, OFFICE OF GOVERNOR, • 

VICE-GOVERNOR, OR MEMBER OF THE SANGGUNIMI'G PANLALAWIGAN OF ANY 

PROVINCE, OR FOR. THE OFFICE OF TIm MAYOR, VICE-MAYOR, OR MEMBER 

OF THE SANGGUNIANG PAN LUNG SOD OR BAYAN. OF' ANY CITY OR 

MUNICIPALITY, OR AnY PLEBISCITE ON ANY LOCAL ISSUE, INITIATIVE, 

OR REFERENDUM, OR RECALL. 

"Voting residence" r.eferl3to any city or municipality in the 

Philippines where an overseas Filipino is registered or qualified 

to register as a voter if present therein. 

FOR PURPOSES OF ~HE REGULAR ELECTIONS ON MAY 8, 1995, AND 

UNTIL. SUCH TIME AS THEIR PARTICIPATION IN LOCAL AND RECALL 

ELECTIONS, ~ PLEBISCITES IS DETERMINED BY THE COMMISSION ON 
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1 . BLBCTtONS, QUALIFIED ABSBNTEE VOTERS SHALL VOTE O~LY FOR 

2 CANDIDATES FOR . NATIONAL ELECTIONS. (Rew) 

3 SBC.' 89~ Absentee voting ~ gp.1 :J.£ied !JQY01"wgt mann'). 
4 '-' Tbe' following steps sball be followed in tbe exercise of 

5 absentee voting by qualified government perisonnel: 

6 [(1)] (A) Forty-five (45) days before the election, the 

7 bead of office concerned'sball submit to the COmmission a list 

8 "o~;' its officers and' employees who are registered voters, '!IJld vbo, 

~ ". by '''reason of tbeir election duties and functions, ", ill' 'be 
I 

10' -

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20' 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

o~tside their place of registration, and wbo desire to'~ercise: 

...'their rigbt to vote, 'witb the request that said officers and 

" .ployeesbe provided witb application forms to cast absentee 

~lIots. The list and request shall be under oath. 

, [(2)] (8) Upon verification by the Commission tbat the 

persons· included in tbe list are qualified voters, it sball, 
, , 

w~thinthirty-five (35) days before the election, transmit the 

~ested number of applicatic;Jn forms to. the bead of office. 

'. [(3)]. (C) The application ,forms sball be returned dUlY 

accomplisbed to the Commission at least twenty-five (25) days , 
before election day. 

[(4) ] (D) After verification of the applications~ the 

COmmission sball, within fifteen (15) days before the election, 

t~ansmit tbe exact number of absentee ballots to the ~ead of 

Office for distribution to the applicants.' 

[(5)] '(E) The absentee voter shall accomplish his ballot 

s~en (7) days before election day and place the same in twO (2) 
, 

s~curity envelopes, one inside the other.' He shall submit the 

envelope to the provincial election supervisor of bis place of 

assignment, who shall in turn deliver it to the commission. 

[(6)] (F) The head of the office sball prepare a sworn 

report on tbe manner of distribution of the absentee ballots, 
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lndic,atingt therein I the - number, of' ballots transmitted' and' ;'tbelir ' . . ~." -

serial numbers and the names of, the per~ns to whom theatisent.~e 
, , ' 

~Il'M'~'7~' w,e~,~' (~eIJve~e? .,,}'he report: shall be accompanied by::a 
~: 

vote absentee for each particulttr certificilte, oj; E;!ligibility- to 
! ;-, : ',.' ~..' . , . :\ 
voter and submi~ted within, three ,(3) days after'the election. 

6', ",' ,~Ex~u~iy~ Orc,ier No,. 157), 

7 i . ii', SEC,.; .. ~O. ,N'sentee. votiu,g: H qualified 1111»1008 WMA'/ (,-

a Only ~ oyerseas Filipino who is a registered voter may vote'in , \ ; -' '; . . '. . ~ 

9 

10 

.11 

12 

fll>s~ntia, "If 'l1e is not registered, he must first' register lip 
, 

person ,as" a voter in his voting ,residence. 
I~~r~- , . 

',' ''':·t 

.i . 
,The, r~turn to the Philippines of any Filipin'oresid'in~ 

t! 

~r0!lcl_at least once withif1. one (1) year prior to the elec'tlon~ 
,', .' . I i. ..-." t ~ : , 

13 In which he intends to vote'shall constitute prima facle ~Vldenc~ 

14 ,,9,fh,~~,: i~tenti(;>D to return to hls original residenceln the 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Phil,ippines, 
or' I,'; ; 

. t; 
'i 

, The, following ,steps' shall be followed 'in the exercise oil . L:;' : .,-': ~ . .' ,:., . 

absentf.!e voting by,qualified,Filipinos abroad: '.- .... , " 
!" L 

; 

1-,' t ,(l)J(A) Immediately after the election Period shail have 

been fixed, the ,Commission, through the diplomatic or' consuiar, 
~". : '. \ ,'. , 
officers, shall give notice to Filipino citizens residing'in, , 

21 their respective jurisdictions of the holding of an election. 
Li .. ~: - :, 

22 ,[(~)] ,,(B) Every overseas Filipino shall signify his'i 

23 intention to vote in absentia by filing a sworn application Under 

24 oath with the Commission, or ~litb the diplomatic or consular, 

25 o~ficers con,cerned authorized by the Commission not later than 

26 

27 

n,inety (90) days before the elections.' Said officers shall 

thereafter immediately transmit by diplomatic pouch the 
~ i " 

28 apJ:)lic<l;tions, to" vote in absentia to 'the commission for' 

29 verification, in ,the, per.nanent list of voters.' All persons voting': 

30 in absentia shall be indicated in the list of voters. 

31 [(3)] (C) The COmmission shall, not later than' forty-five 
, ! 

• 

,; . 

" , 

• 

.' " 

',' 
" 
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(45) days prior to the election, deliver to the Depart-ent of 

~or~ign Affairs the number of absentee ,ballots corresponding to 
, 

the number of applications approved by it, along with sucb 

materials 'and election paraphernalia necessary to ensure the 

secrecy, integrity and sanctity of the ballots, for transmission 

by diplomatic pouch to the different Pbilippine missions abroad. 

It shall, be the duty and responsibility of the Philippine mission 

concerned to distribute the ballots to the absentee voters. 

Absentee voting sball be conducted at least thirty (30) dIilys 

before the election either by mail or at the designated voting 

~enter situated at the nearest diplomatic or consular office of 

the RepUblic of the Philippines, or at such other places as, aay , 

be designated ,by the COmmission. 
, 

[( 4)] (D) The Department of Foreign Affairs sball 

transmit, not later, than fifteen (15) days before the'election, 

all ballots by diplomatic poucbto the COmmission. Ali ',ballots 

received by the COmmission on or before the close of voting on 

election day shall be included in the counting'of votes. (Nev) 

BEC. 91.CognUpg AmI caDVIlRS. - T~ comm1ssio~ sball 

constitute as many special boards of election inspectors for' 

absentee voting both by qualified government personnel and 

overseas Filipinos as may be neCessary to count the votes ~ 

A special' board of canvassers composed of ~anking' laWyers of 

the COmmission sball be constituted in each case to canvass the 

election returnssubDitt~d to it by the respective bOards of 

election inspectors. (EO 157) 

SEC. 92. ~ nt, otbm-

-All government agencieD and/or officials shall, to the extent 

practicable and compatible uith their primary responsibilities, 

assist the COmmission" in conducting absentee voting. All such 

agencies or officials ahall take reasonable measures to expedite 
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" ',' 

1 the transmiss:j.on, delivery and r~t.urn of all election matters. 
,"/'.'" '.' . : . 

(New) 
'r \"': .•• ,,!..' , ;', 

, 
3 . ,SEC. 93. se~it:r .easJq:el. - At all stages of the· proce,ss 

., :'''. 
4 ,,! for, ~sentee vo.ting, the commi,ssion shall take such measures 
, 

5 necessary to pr~serve the security and sanctity of the ballot • 
.... ! ';..' , ~( .}.; . 

6 

7, 
i 

8. 

9! 

10i 

11: 

12 

13, 

15 
I 

16 

17: 

18 

IL 

'.' ; 

(Hew) 
~l ...• 

, .. , 

, , 

. , ~ \'" 

! 

.~ 

ARTICLE IV. I'OLITICAL PARTIES, . CAllDIDA'f'ES 

AJID CAllPAIGR PROP.GlIIDA 

A.' POLITICAL PAIft'IES 

., ., 
i· 

!i 

SEC. 94. Politi"..l P"rtr, ol'g"phation, m: coalition. - When 

used in this Code, "political party," "organization," 
.~ ,-/. . . or 

i 
qualified voters "~oalition" refers to an organized group of , , 

purs,uing the same ideology, political ideas and platform, or 

program Of government and includes its branches and divisions. 
I 1 • ~ • • \ 

" 

To acquire juridical personality, qualify it for subsequent 
'. \ . , . 

19, accreditation, and entitle it to the rights and.privileges herein 
.! ,. , 

20: granted, a political party, organization, or coalitio~ shall 
'!" ' '. . .;.: \ . . 

21 ' first be registered with the COmmission. (sec. 60, BP 881) . 
. " " .. 

:! 

., , 
" 
r ! 

:_" i 

.b 

I', • .. . 

22 . upon due notice to the Commission, a political party ma:Y .' 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

cOalesce or affiliate with another political party or parties not 
. , " ~ \ .' . 

later than the last .day for filing of certificates of candidacy. !. 

SEC. 95. Regist~tioD. - Any organized group of qualified 

.v()te:r:~, seeking regi~tration as a political party, organization, 

or ~oalition may file with the COmmission not later than ninety 

(90) days before an election a petition verified by its 

president and secretary, attaching thereto its constitution'and . '. . . , 

by-laws, pla.tform or program of government and other information 
',' . 

• 

.. 
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1 required by the Commission. [rhe Commission shall 'require 

2 publication of the petition in at least two (2) newspapers of 

3 general circulation.] (sec. 61, BP 881) 

4 rhe 'Commission shall, after due notice and hearing, resolve 

5 the petition within fifteen (15) days from the date it is 

6· submitted for decision and in'every· case not later· than sixty 

7 ( 60 ) days before elections. . (Sec. 62, in> 881 ) 

8 . e . Religious denominations and sects shall not be registered. 

9 

10 

A political party which seeks, to achieve its. goals through 
r . ~~ 

vi~lence or unlawful means, or refuses to uphold and adhere to 

.the COnstitution, or which is supported by a foreign govl!~ent, 

or any foreigner, whether juridical or natural, shall likewise be 

13 refused registration. (sec. 2(5), Art. IX (c), Canst.) 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

&0 
21 

22 

SEC. 96. Accreditation Qf political partieD. - rhe 
'. . 

COmmission shall, after notice and hearing; accredit the major· 

political parties~ organizations, or coalitions, which shall have 

preference in the posting of watchers and in the· receipt of 

copies· of election documents, on the basis of the following: 

[(1)]' (A) Bstablished'record of the political party, 

organization, or coalition taking' into account, among others, its 

showing in past elections; 

[(2)] (B) lfuI!Iber of incumbent elective officials belongiilg 

23 to it ninety (90) days before the date of electiOns; , 

24 [(3) ] (C) Identifiable political organizations and 

25 strength as evidenced.by its organized chapters; 

26 [(4)] (D) Ability to fill a complete slate of· candidates; 

27 and • 
28 [(5)] (B) Other analogous circumstances. (Sec. 26, RA 

29 7166) 

30 SBC. 97 .PghUcaU,onQf petition fm: registratioD AX 

31 "£!"!"'4"tatiQD. - rheCOmmission shall require publication of 
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1 the'petition for registration or accreditation once in two (2) 

2 newspapers of general circulation. (Sec .. 62,BP 881) 

3 sIZe. 9S. cancellation Qf registratiOD/accredltation. The 

4 Commission may, . motu proprio or upon verified complaint of any 

5 interested party, cancel, after due notice and hearing, the 

6 re~istration or accreditation of any political party, coalition, 

7 or organization on the'following grounds: 

8 [(1)] (A) Acceptance by it or by any of its candidates of 

9 SUPPORT OR financial contributions from foreign governments 

10 and/or their agencies, OR FROM Aft! FOREIGRER, WHET~ JURIDICAL 

11 OR NATURAL for activities related to elections; 

12 [(2)] (B) Violation of, or non-compliance with, laws, 

13 rules or regulations relating to elections; 

14 

15 

[(3)] (C) Untruthful statements in its petition; 

[(4)] (D) It is a religiou~ sect or denomination; is 

16 pursuing its goals through violence or other unlawful means; is 

17 refusing to adhere to or uphold the Constitution; [or is 

18 receiving support from any foreign governmen.t;] 

19 [( 5)] (E) Failure to field official candidates in the last 

20 two (2) preceding elections or failure of its candidates to 

21 obtain at least five per cent (5%) of the votes cast in ei.ther of 

22 the la~t two (2) preceding elections in the constituency in.which 
• 

23 it is registered.} 

24 [(6)] (F) Failure to obtain a seat under the partr-list 

25 system in two (2) consecutive elections in its constituency. 

26 (New) 

27 SI1:C~ 99. ProhibitioR agaiRstchaDge Qf political party 

28 &;1!1;;':U.i:\t:ioD. - Any elective public officer or. candidate who 

29 changes his political party affiliation within six (6) months 

30 immeaiately preceding an ele6tion shall, after no~ice and 

31 hearing, be disqualified in appropriate proceedings by the 

. , 

• 'I 

, 

• 
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8 

9 

10 
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12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

• 20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28' 

29 

30 
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Commission, or, if he has been elected, shall not be al~owed to 

ass~e office. (Hew) 

;. 

\:... 

SEC. 100. bpaUflc;aUone ial: Presidol AId lUa-rre,sidopt;. -
" 

Ho person shall be' eiectE!d President or Vice-President unless he 

is a natural-born citizen of t:li~ Philippines, a registered voter, 

able, to read and write, at least forty (40) years of age on the 

day of the election 'and a resident of the Philippines for at 

least ten (10) years imliaediately preced~g such election. (sees. 

2 and 3, Art. VII, OODst.) 

SZC.l0l. DwoU£iCat:ippe ial: 8"",,;;or." Hoperson shall be 

elected senator u~iesshe is a natural-born citizen of the 

Philippines, and, on the day of the election, lit least thirty­

five (35)-'years of age~ able to'-fead and "rite, a registered 

voter, and 'a'-resident of the Philippines for not less than two 
" , 

(2) years immediately" prec~iii9" the day of the election. (Sec., 

3, Art. VI, OODst.) 
-~ ..... : 

..... ~ , 

SEC. 102. OgaUUcAt'iORS ':fox ••• ber ~ ~Iul BOgs. ~ 
. -- .-.~., ... 

RepreSOPt;atiyos~ - Ho personshail',be--~leCtecf'Heaiber of the House 

of Representatives unless he is a natural-born citizen of the 

Philippines and, on the day of the election, at least twenty-five 

years (25) of age, able to read and write, and, except the party­

list r~resentatives, a registerec:t voter in the district in which 

he shall be elected and a resident thereip for a period of not 

less than one (1) year immediately preceding the day of the 
>- .' 

election.' (sec. 6, Ar~. VI, OODst.) 
,-

A sectoral representative shall be a natural-born citizen of 

the Philippines,' 'able to read and write, a ,resident of the 

Philippines fora' p~eriod of"'n~t less tban one (1) year 

, , 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
, .' 

8 

9 

Hi 

11 

'12: 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18' 

19 

20 

21: 

22 

23, 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 
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immediately preceding the day of ,the election, a bona fide member 
~ '. ! 

of the sector he seeks to represent, a registered voter, and, on 

the day of the election, at least twenty-five (25) years of age. 

The youth sectoral rE!presentative shall' bEi,"at least eighteen (18) 
'" .• " '.-", t .• 

: : .• ' 
and not more than twenty-one (21) years of age on the day of the 

' .. ~ 

election: Provided, That, any youth sectoral representative who 
., ,:. ,". . I . 

att~':ins the age of tweq.ty-one (21) yearsdurilig"his ten;' shaH 

continue in office \lOtH the ezpiration of 'I lis term. (Sec. 64, 
;.~. '> 

BP 881) 
, 1 

SEC. 103. OnaUficatioDs ~ regioi,,'lofficials. - No person" 
", . 

shall be elected gov~rnor or vice-governor/deputy 'governor of the 

autonomous region unless he is a natural-born citizen of the 

Philippines, a registeredvot~r of" the autOllOlllous region and a 

resident therein for at least five {S) years immediately 
, < , 

preceding the el~ction, able ta read and write and at least 
.. ,', I ; 

thirty-five (35) years ofaga on the day of the election. 
: , ' .1 t 

. No person shlllil be elected member of' the ~ional assembly 
.' . . 

unless he is a nat~ral-born citizen of ~ Philippines, at least 
; 

" twenty-one (21) years of age on the day of the election, able to 

• 

read and wri~, a -fegist;ered ]J()ter of the district in whicb he • 
~ , ..; . . .. 

f!hall be' eiec~ and B;lregjdePt thereof for a period of not le~s 

than five ,(5) years immediately pr'eceding'the day of the 

~lection. (Secs. 3 ~~d4, Art. VIII and Sec. 7, Art. VII, ~ 

f\734) 

SEC. 104. OUalificattonsAf elective local officials. - No 

person shall be elected to any provincial, city, municipal, or 

barangay office unless: he, \15 a ,[natural-born] citizen of th~ 

Pb'llfppiIles, able to read and ,write FILIPINO OR ANY OTHER LOCAL 

LANGUAGE OR DIALECT, a regkatered voter in the political 

subdivision where he intends\to be elected, and AN ACTUAL 

resident therein for at least one~(1) year imm~iately preceding' 
,j' 
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1 the day of the election. (Sec. 39, RA ·7160) i 

.2 In addition, candidates for governor, viele-governor, member . . 

3 of the sangguiliang panlalawigan, mayor, vice-amyor, or aiember of" 

4 the sangguniang panlungsod of highly-urbanized Cities shall be at' 
.~. . '. , '. . ' 

5 ~past tw~nty~three (23), years 'of age on election day; those for', 
" ,', . 

6 mayor or'vice-mayor of independent ~ent cities, or component, 
" 

7 cities or municipalities, at least,twenty-one (21) years of age; 

8 and those f~r member. of the sangguniang':panlungsod, sangguiliang 

9 bayan, pun~g barangay, or member of the sangguniang barangay, at, 

10 least eighteen (18) years of age onJllection day. (Sec~ 39, RA 

11 , , 

13 c. DISQUALIFlCA'fIOlIS CW CUDIDA'fBS 

, 14 

15 SEC. 105. DieguoJi£iCAt,iOPS. - The following Persons shall 

16 b~ disqualified as candidate' for any elective office or from 

17 ~ntinuing as.,such, or" if they have been elected, proclaimed, or 
I '< • . " . 

18 ~ave assumed office, from holding office: 

19 [(1)] (A) Any person who has been declared by. competent .0 ~uthority ,in,s~eor fe$~e-minded, or has been sentenced by final 

21 j~dgment: for·· insurr~ction',· rebellion, or for any offense for 

22 Wbich he bas been sentenced to a penalty of more than [eigbteen 

23 (~8) months] ,ORE (1) YEAR OR MORE or for a crime involving 
" 

24 JI!iOral turpitude. .Such ,disqualification shall, however, be deemed 

25 removed upon the deciaration by competent ,authority that said 
, , .,-, 

26 insanity had been remov~, or after the completion of the period 

27 o~probation or expiration of [five (5)] TWO (2) years from his, 

28 s~rvice of, sentenc~, oraf.t.er the grant of plenary pardon or 
•• ". 4 • .' '. 

29 amnesty, unless wi thin the'-"slilme. period he again becomes 
'- : .. -. 

30 . disqualified; (Sec. 12, BP 881; Sec. 40; 'RA 7160) 

31 [(2)] (8) Except for officials and employees of the 
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, 

Commission~ who shall be governed by Section 14 hereof. any 
, 

't. '. .' ~ 

off.icial of an eXeDlltive department. bureau. or office. or of an., 
• f ~." 'I 

, . ..... .... _ "" . - r' I 

government-owneii or' -control·led: corporation who is appointed', by 
, I 

4 'C:''the'''pt'es'idE!Dt of ttie?Phinp~iiies'with the 'consent of th~ , 
'co~iss'ron 'ori' APPointme'D't;s. as 'well 'as jUBticesand judges. iJ 

. j. . .. 1 i 

the j election iDimEiiiiately succeeding' the terminatiOn of his' ten,~re ' 
.. , . -, . .,. ,:\ ~. 

of office. whether by resignation. ret'ireliient. 'expiration of 
i ' 

;6 

7 

" tenure. remOval or similar cauiiesBOr 1fOr· LESS 'lIIAJf ORB YEAR FROM 

THE LAsT" DAY OF PiLIlI'h' OF CUliiDACY. 'tHIS IRCLODES rBB POLLOWIRG ; 

10 ,,; 
I 

11 

12 

13 
i 
i4 , 
15 

16 

;': ~". 

17 

18' . 

19· 

20 

OFFICIALS: 11.-.' .. ; '. ~. " ; , . I , ' (J . 

1) 

OR EQiJiVALEII'T RAII'K AJfD 'HIGHER. PRESIDEII'T Alb) DEAR OF iS~~TE 

mrIVBRSITIES un COLLEGES; 

2)' CHAIRMAII' AII'D MBKBBRS OF DEVELOPMBII'T COOll'CILS. , 
" 

BOARD OF DIRBCTORS/"PREsIDm~' CinD mcorIv'B qFFICBR. CHIEF OF 

GOVImRMBNT-oWmm OR CORmOLLBD CORPORATIOII'S; 

".: ,3) 'JUStICES OF 'TO SUPREME COuR~ AII'D THE' COURTi' OF 

APPEALS.' 
I 

JUSTICES'OF THE sAlmIGAlfBAYAII' AII'D ALL JUDGES OF ;ALL 

couRTs' 'LowER ftWf' THE COURT '?OF 'APPEALs;' :) • t' 

4) GOVEIIIiJIBIft'PROSB~S~ARD SPEcIAL COUII'SELS; 

215)' OFFICeS III" ~ilE' A.RMED FORcEs OF ~HE: PSiLIPPIImS ,. 

22 Mm" PJfiLIPpi.EII'A~IORAL POLiCE' FROM THE RAII'K OF COLOII'EL', OR 

23 EQUlviJ:.rnft RARK ABDHIGIiBR. (Sec. 78iRA 6388. Amended) 

24 

25 

26 

'[(3)] (e) Any elective pUbl1c.offiCfal who has resigh~. I 

retired; 'or been r~oved "from office for '~any cause. in any' 

special'election caiiedto f111 the'vacancy'caused by'his 

27 resi9nation. "reiheinent. 'or :t&.oval; (lI'ew) 

, 28 (D); Any persollwho bas dMaxcitizenship. [(4)] or is a ,; 

29 permanEint resident of~ or ~ i~i.grant to. a 'foreign countn-o 

30 ~iess ~aid person has waived his status a~ sut:h'in accord~ce 

31 with lau; 

-'I ;" ": : ,~:. " ":. , 

• 

• 
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1 [(5)] (E) Any person convicted by final judgment of 
~ . .",. " ~ .. , ,\.,' . ." ,'. . . 

2 violating his oath of allegiance to the ~epublic; 

3 [(6)] (F) A fugitive from justice in criminal or non-
! .. I~ . _. . . . ._ 

4' political cases here or abroaQ; 
,", 

5 «7» (G) Any person sentenced by final judgment:for"an 

6 offense puni~hahle by one (1) year or more of' imprisonment', 

7 within two (2) years after serving sentence; 
" ;'" 

8 [(8)] (H) Any person removed from office by final judgment 

9 in an administrative case. (Secs. 12 and 68, BP 881; Sec. 40, RA 

10 7160) or 

[(9)] (I) Any person who fails to pay the administrative 

fine for failure to file a sworn statement of electoral 

13 POntributions and ~ditures. (New) 

14 

15 . 

16 : 

17 

18 

19 .20 

,,,~,·:.t 

SEC. 106. Priority accorded .tg di'Hl' ... UficatiOD c .... es. - The 
. , 

Commission and the courts shall give priority to cases of . , , . " , . 

~isqualification by reason of violation of this Code to the end 

bat a final deqiSi~~'iS rendered thereon not later than fourteen 

f-14) .~YB before theelectionl in which the disqu,alifiCatiOn of 

}he candidate ill BOUght. (New) '. 

SEC. 107. B:f£eats d digqJ;aJ i.fic;at,iOD. - Any caudidate who 
., 

21 ~as been declared by final judgqent to be disqualified sball not 
:; 

22 ~e voted for, and the votes ca8~ for him not cOQnted . 
. , 

23 ,evertheless, if, for any reason, a candida~ ~ aot disqualified 

24 by final judgment before an election and is voted for and 

25 receives the winning number of votes in such election, the court 

26' or Commission shall continue with the trial and hearing of the 

27 

28 

.29 

30 

31 

.~ 

8.-ction, inquiry, or protest, and, upon motion of the complainant 

or an~ intervenor, may, during the pendency therear, order the 

suspension of the p~oclamation of s~ ~«Ddidate whenever the 

evidence of guilt is strbqg: provided, That upon the 
, .~. 

disqualification by final judgment of such wiPAing candidate, the 
.. ,; 
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" 

,1 .[elected] candidate [next in the order of succession as provid~ 
',L :- ~ 

2 for under existing laws shall fill the resulting vacancy] for the 

3 same position obtaining the second highest number of votes shall 
.I 

4 be declared as elected. IN CASE OF UNOPPOSED CANDIDATES, THE 

5 ROLE ' ON SOCCESSION UNDER THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE SHALL APPLY. 

6 (Sec. 6, RA 6646, as Amended) 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

-,: 

~ .. 
D. ROLES ON CAImlDACIZS 

~r- .. 

SEC. 108. Certificate gf capdidacy. - No person shall be 

eligible for' any elective public office unless he files a sworn 
;.J 

12 certificate of candidacy within the period fixed in this Code. 

13 ,A person who has filed a' 'certificate of candidacy may, prior 
) \ .,- t ' 

14 to the election, withdraw the same"by'sU1:iiif1tting to the office of 

15 the Commission where he'fiied'his certificate of c~~didacy a . , 
withdrawal under oath. 

...• 

(Sec. 73, BP 16 written 'declaration of the 

17 881) 
-' 

18 Any candidate who withdraws his candidacy cannot file a new 

19 

20 

21 

22 

,23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

. " .. - . ,.- .,' .~: -~ .', .. 
~ertificate for any office in the,same election. (New) 

, No :p~'i:'Sori "shall 'lSI! , iHI!fil!ite' ascaridi~~t~ for more than one 

(1) 'Of"f ice [to--be' f ilIed]' i~('fhe same ~le~ti~n. A person who 
, 

fUllS-'his -ci!rtiHcate of ';cari'didc'lcy"for mor~than one (1) office 

shall "llOi-"'be'-~~!igiI;T~-~for any' of them, but may, before the 
. , ",.} " ," .. 
expiration' 'of the period for the filing of certificates of 

candidacy, declare under'bath the off;ice to which he desire,S to 

be' elected and cencel'the~ertificate of candidacy for the other 

The' fiiiiig or withdrawal:' of certificates of candidacy shall 
,. . .-. . 

not affect wha't"m'f' n'';'il, criminai'; 'or administrative 
1- ~ '. .' ~.. • • 

liabilities which a'Clmdidatemay have incurred as a result 

• 
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1 ;) SEC. 109. Contents Qf certificate at cagdidacy. -' The 

2 ce~tificate of candidacy shalL be filed in a form prescribed by 

3 

4 

~e COmmission and ~hall state the following: -. " .. '-~ .~. 

[(1)] (4) The legat n_e of· tile person filing the same, 

5 and, if he so desires, one nickname or stage name by which he is 

6 generally or popularly kndWn in the locality. In no case'sball 

7 he:use the nickname or stage name of another person;. 

8 [(2)] (Ii) Tbat the person filing it is, anno-.. ~ng his 

9 ~idacy for the 01'f1aa IiUted therein and that be is eligible 
.: .: 

10 ~efor; 

11 

12 

I 

[(3)) (e) If the certificate of candidacy ill :tor Member of 

the Hayse of Representatives, it sball also s.dte the province, . 

including its component citles,bigbly-urbanized city or distri~t 

or .. :~ ............ which he seeks to represent; 

[(4) ] 

[(5)] 

(D) 

(E) 

rho political party to which be ~~ongs. 
, .. 

. Hh ... ,. -civil status, elate • place of' birth, 

17 ~idence and post offieeaddress for e1ection ~es; 

18 [(6)} (l") His .profession or occupatioa:'," 

19 [(7)] (G) 81:. relation, if .nt, ~"a:fle incy.hents.or 

20 cafUiiri.tes enumerated in Sect:i&W (116) 113 benIDf; 

• [(8)] (~ 1'he . place,. and precinct nere Ita t· .... registered 

22. voter; 
l 

23 [(9)](1) .TiMt~ ~~ will slIpllll't aDd deJ'Gd the COnstitution 

24 of the Philippine,. anI! wt.&..l ~nt:aln ~rue I\!lith and allegiance 

25 

26 

thereto; , .. " 

.:. 

[(10)] (J) 'rhat h.~ 'JUI obey tile 1 .... , legal orders and 

17 deCrees promulgat~~ by the Quly-constituted authorities; 

28 [(11)] (x) Tbat be is not a permanent resident of, or 

[(n~J (L) That the obliqat.iOH i ••• d upon his oath is 

31 . assumed voluntarily, without montal reservation or purpose of 
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1 evasion; [and] 

2 [(13)] (M) Tbat the facts stated in tbe certificate of 

3 candidacy are true and correct to tbe best of his knowledge. 
, 

4 The· person filing a certificate of candidacy sball also 

5 attacb tbereto copies of bis income tax return for tbe two (2) 

6 years immediately preceding the election, k,COPY OF HIS.' 

7 RESIGNATION LETTER, DULY ACCBP'tED., IN CASE .oF IUCOHBENT ELECTIVE 

8 PUBLIC OFFICIALS, affix bis latest passport-sized pbotograph, 

9 and, if be so desires, a statement in dupliCjlte containing bis 

10 bio-data and program of government. 

11 unless a candidate bas officially changed bis name tbrough a· 

'12 court-approved proceeding, a candidate sball state in bis 

13 certificate of candidacy tbe name by whieb be has been baptized, : 

14 or, if he bas not been baptized in any eb~rcb or religion, the 

15 nane registered in tbe office of tbe local civ~l registrar, or 

16 the nmlle ry which be is commonly ltilown or any otber name allmred 

17 under existing law. In tbe. case of a Muslim, he may state his 

18 Hadji name after perfo~ing tbe prescribed religious pilgrimage. 

19 

20 
However, ~hen there are two (2) or more candidateo for an office 

-
ai tb tbe same name and surname, each candidate, upon, being made 

21 aware of such fact, sball state bis paternal, an~ maternal 

22 surname, except the incumbent who may continue to ulle 'alE:: l!lar.l0 

23 ~d surname "·~:\teO: in ll.:l.s certifi,.nt. .. 0:£ candidacy when he ~\'as 

24 elected. (Sec. 74. DP 081) • 
25 SBC. 1M. IUJ1.:\m.g Jtf ~iUc;;;~e gg ~~. - The certifi-

26 cate of candidacy shall be filed by the cilnclidate persoD£1l1y or 

27 by his du.ly-authorizecl representative on any clay froll' the 

28 ccmmencement of tbe erection period bt,t. not. J.ater thou.! ":.&':13 day 

29 before the beginning of the clU!Ipaign psriod for the office 

30 conce!'n~! PTovidoo, Tbat in case of postpo~ement or failure of 

31 elect~.on, DP additional certificate. of canl1idilcy nnO'l11 be 

• 

• 
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1 accepted except in cases of substitution of candidates. (Sec. 

2 75, BP 881) 

3 The certificate of candidacy sh-.ll be·filed 'in five (5) 

4 , legible copies with the offices of the Commission specified 
jl 

5. hereunder: 

6 [(1)] (A) For President, Vice-President and Senator, with 

7 the law department of the commission in Manila; 

8 [(2)] . (B) For Kember of the HoliSe of Representatives, with 

9 the provincial election supervisor of the province concerned. 

10 

11 

.2 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

eo 
21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

. ; 

Those for legislati'e districts in the National Capital Region 

shall be filed witl! the law department of the Commission, and 

those for legislative districts in citi~ outsi~e the National 

Capital Region comprising one (1) or·more legislative districts, 

, with the city election officer CONCEIUIED; • 

[(3)] (C) For regional governor and vice-governor in the 

autonomous regions, with the regional election director 

concerned. Those for member. 'of the regional asseuibly shall be 

filed with the respective provincial election supervisors; 

.. [(4)] (D) For provincial offices, with the proviocial 

election supervisor; 

[(5)] (E) For city or municipal offices, with the city or 

~icipal·election officer; and , 

[(6)] .. (F)' For barangay offices, with the election officer 

'of theci~y or municipality. 

!~otice of ... H:hd .. =wa.l or substitution of candidacies shall be' 

filed with the office where the certificate of candidacy being 

withdrawn or substituted WIl1l filed. (Sec. 7, RA 7166) 

GEC. 111. W~Disterial ~ gf receiving ADd acknovle4viDg 

receipt gX certificate Qf Cap_ideCK. - Ii »hal! be the 

ministerial duty of the law departmeot of the Commission, 

regional election director, provincial election supervisor, 
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; ~: \ ' .. .'-
1 election officer or other officer designated by the Commission or 

2 the board of election inspectors to receive and acknowledge 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

, . 
receip't of the certificate of candidacy. (Sec. 76','BP 881) 

. , ~z 

S:EC,. 112. P,OSUliG m! CERrtPIliID LIS'l H erumIDUS. -

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE LAST DAY OF FILIBG OF CERnFlCATES OF 
"\-

CANDIDACY, THE ELECTIO~ OFFICER SHALL PREPARE A CONSOLIDATED 

·CERTIFIED LIST OF CANDIDATES AND POST SAID LIST IN THE 
, .r ", .. :. 

CITY/MmJICIPlUoI'.fi. 'SARANGAY HALL' ABD IN 0'1'HER ConSPlCUOOS PLACES 
~ ,. 

rn THE CITY <m MiJRICIPALlfi. (REW) 

SEC. [:AZ] 113. ffiQftl~aticD Qf o££icial cagdidatea. -

AccrerjiteG political parties shall submit to the Cocmission a 

ce:~tj,fi.cate of DOl!Iinaticn, under oath by their duly-authorized 

13 off:.cerG, of their re~tive official candidates. not la'tar thim 
:u 

14 ~br~e (3) calendar dayg ~fte~ ~~~ last day for filing of 

15 

16 

.. 

c:Elriificatc2 or clll!didilcy.. (UeB) 

s~e. [US] 1lI . .e. ~l1l'~elil lIIo1dilmq DJm9iPUVfl !'Jt aJ.egtiu 
',j • , . I 

17 Qlf.:R!~..l1. - The follo'.dng shall beconsiclered automatically 
:. . .. ,~. " -...... 

18 resigned fror;: their ::.::o;;jl:?cUve offices upon the filin2 of their 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

" ',-

,(, 

[(1)) (A) my p.or.3oo. lwldin~ a r,rublic apPOintive office or 
\' t. .' ~. . 

position, including actj.ve .-,enbers of the Arme(! Porces cf the 
. . .. ',:. ," ~~: 

,~~~jliJOP'hies, and offic::lrs c.nCl. emplo:1ees 1" govermilc~~-o~ad or 
.', I 

-cantrell,s,; ;:-~"T::>::a;;:i.Cln..J; cmd 
" 

- -{" 

Any cle.ctive o:fficial, .whether national, I! .. , [(IlLl {B) 

II reg~~cznal. loco.l, cz- bm."=9'ilY, 1."UUll,:.i19 :for any off ice other than 
.' _." l- •• 

I 
~1'I<'I1C 1'5hichl h~ ~.s bolding in any capaci ~y. {Sees. 65 and 67, BP 

eru., i.!rU.1A'1:2~! 
,,~, '.. .~. 

~[:C/ ui~] au . ·R:d),{it..~~J. ci;DA3tlf {1,f!UMd; E.,,;cltit!Ji)Mm\ 
" •. ~.", ..... . ..•. -~.- "';.-:"~~ -- " . .j,:",:, • 

~~.1~jl::1Q!~ - ?h0 te.li:'D "poliUcal c!7!lasty" refers to a situation 

. .i 

of cc.m~&'J"igui.Di.it.;r 0:':- affinity h~J.d electi",'e offices sioultaneously 

. i 

, 

i 

I 
! 

I 
l 

I 
i 
I 
I 
\ 

\ 

\ ., 

i 
I 

• '-
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or the same office successively in a re9'.~on, legislative 

district, province, city, municipality. [~r BARABGAY.] 

To prevent the-establishment of a political dynasty, persons , 

within the same civil degree of relationship shall 'not be allowed 

to run for any elective position in'the same political unit; in 

the same election. Neither can a person within the same civil 

degree of relationship as the incumbent succeed to the position 

of the latter. 

THIS PROHIBITION INCLUDES LEGAL OR COMMON LAW PARTNERS. 

Certificates of candidacy filed in violation hereof shall 

not be given due course. (New) 

SBC.[115] H6. hignee ,M""fd'Sies. - The COmmission may, 

'motu proprio or upon a verified petition'of any interested party, 

deny due course to or cancel a certificate of candidacy if it is 

shown that said,certificate has been filed to put the election 

process in mockery or disrepute or to cause confusion among the 

voters by the similarity of the names of the registered 
, 1 

candidates or by other circumstances or acts which clearly 

demonstrate that the'candidate has no bona fide intention to run 

for the '·.office for which the' c~rtificate of candidacy has been 

filed and thus prevent a faithful determination ,Gf ,the true will 

of the electorate. '''(Sec. 69, aP881) 

[SEC. 118. Prgcedure iA paRes At BUilAnce S'pdidacios - A 

verified petition to 'declare a duly-registered candidate as a 

,nuisance candidate shall be filed with the COlDlllission by any 

registered candidate for the same office personally or through 

~ifl duly-authorized representat:hewitbin five (5) days from the 

l~qt d~y ror the filing of certificates of candidacy. {Sec. 5, RA 

66~6)] ,< 

fmC. [116]lU.Gaest M"";"j~:';':')fO pOlitical party shall 

nominate and/or support candidateS 'Bot. belonging to it without 
i' r:. '. 
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'.' '. 

1 the written consent of such candidate under.oatl;l.. (Sec. :70. DP 
j', i~. , ,t .,,' "! .. ' :~ : , ,", ".' 

2 881) 

3 

4. 

5. 

6· 

7 

8 

9 
, , 

'". 

SEC • 
. -. (. 

- Political conventions .or meE!tings f~.r: . the. nomination or 
", .~~ '::',,"': ~ .... " !:"'", ' .:- r . • : r ~, 

the official candidates of anypoP.tical party. 
~/:' , . ' ~. '. .' ~ ., 

selection of 
.,.' . . / 

organization or coalition shall be held. wit;4inth:i,~ty (30) days 
) '. ' . " ., . '{,: < ~:' ". 0.. . .', t" • •• • ' .. ' '. . " 

~efore the start of the campaign period for .the offices 

concerned. (Sec. 6.RA 1166) 
."," .'~!~. ,:~ ':1:\ ,'~.;. 11' '; '~', ' 

I {~' ',' , " 

celie SEC. (118] 119. Substitgtion 
, • ,..;. ,;.... L· ';. ", "j . ->:1-~. : ,;, ' .. 

Rt.., death. 

10 MBf1I1I'l.iUem:icm .m wUMrmre.l. !!f oo .... f4 .. t; •• -:-. If" after the last . t 

11 day for t.i.e filing of certificates of canclidacy •. ~ .candidate with • 
, . .' ,,' '., ,':, : ,: ': ! .. ; •• , . ;', .~.J' .... ~ •.. , \ ',' .;, "', •.• 1· .1. , .. '.' 

12 ~certificate of candidacy duly fil,ed dies •. ~ithdr~ws his 
.: . ..,; '; i .. ':.. '. . f· . ,', ~. . - . .' ." . .. ' , 

13 candida.cy or is d:i.squalified for any cause. the following nilea 
~.t· "J _ 1.1 , ' . 

. 14 on flubstftutiolll of candidacy sh'lll. be observ:ed.: 

15 

16 

17. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

. ~. , . ; , .! ' 

[(1)] (A) There shall be no substitution9f any candidate 
", ". . ", :.'. 

t'Fho has withdr.awn his certificate of candi~cy. 
: ~" .' . , ..... (Rew) .. ,. 

:. ' 

[(2)] (D) Substitution of candi~tes incase of death or 
..' • I, ' , . , " . !', ':' •• 

'disqualification .s~all be ... Hawed only~f. the candidate who has 
.' , .' '. ,.'. ;:;..:. •. ,: !':;'-" . 

"""! ';: 

die~ or ~een disqualif.ied is an offici~l candidate of c 
~.! ' " .. ".,' ., ,. '\ . . .. ; 

registered or accredited politic~l rarty:_Prov~ded. That there 
. . ~ ,., .'~ ";l::.... , .. "~... 'J.,_.~." T' :,:~ of ;. ". 

i's ~nl:y' one' (1') 'c;U;".'idete. relllainill9, for the pori tion affected 

22 aftar Sl.~ch death or disql.llllificatlon. .In .J!uch a case. only a I 

" .. :'.~ .I!!:· ... b·,:;·.I-:..,··· :.: i,t:~,' ....... ~: ... ' .. ~ .... . . 

23 person belonging to •. and cert~fied by.,., -y.e s.a/lIe poli tical party 
. . , ' . .' ~. ',~ ... ,. ~.:. .:-. ~ ~ .. " . . 

24 ~y fHe a certincat~ ofcandtc1.acy f'.o ~eplace ~.e cC"l'!didate ti'ho 
• ',.;" ' • I. • 'J 

.25 ha~ di~ or been disqualified.· (Sec~ 77. ~.881) 
• ' ..... 1 .~ • • " .' '. 

26 [(3)] (C) In the cas •. of,ind~pendent.candidates. 
'-'., . . t ... ::....:·!. 'J: ~ ', .• :~ • .:.,. . . '~- . 

Z7 substitution Of.c",,,,,Qidl'!.-g ~Ilall bs allow~ lo.n~y. in. ,case of death: 
:' .... •· ......... a .. ,.\:.·,,·\ .l~r;" r . .... , " . 

28 Proll'idecl. That there 1,0' only one (1) candtd!lte remaining for tile 

29 position affcc::oo .ext-..er SUet'}. tieath. In~such a· case. a substitute 
. ,', . , ;'r'':':, J:~"'-~'~~':' :..... :i. . .'~ ;>i··;';"'r.:.~~:.· .~".~~<;". ..,. 

30 candicmcy m1y be filed only by t-..be ,oP9t'l."eor",neal:'est relative of 
, . ~. ". : ...... :. ;,.;(j'} ..... ...:..:~~_.;~:".":'--io. ,.;:~~~. . .; " 

31 the dcceas'lcl candidate uithin the th'ird civil degree of 

• 
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1 cqnsanguinity or affinity. (New) 

2' In either~ case, the substitute candidate shall file"his 

3' certificate of candidacy for the office concerilEld in accordllnce 
q 

4 with the preceding sections no£ later than mid-day of the day of 

6 

'7 
8 

9 

the el~ction. If the death or 'disqualification should occur 
, ',' 

between the day ,before the election ilJld mid-d8.y of election day, 
,. , _. 

said certificate shall be filed with any board of, election . .' . 

inspectors in the political sUbdivision where h~ is a candidate, 

or, in the cas,a of, candidates for national o'ffice, 'with the 

10 Co!mDission. (Sec. 77" BP 881, Amended)" 
, ;.> ' 

11 .12 
13 

14 

SEC. [1191,120. PeUtiOD !Q au '40 course t.g ~ pneel A 

c~rtificate gf CAndidacy. - A verified petitio~ seeking to de~y 

dlJe course to or,,' ~ancel a certificate of candidacy may be filed 

by any person ~xclusivelyon the ground that any material 

15 representation cOntained therein is false. The petition shall be 
.... - ":-~~ ':..'. 

16 filed within five (5) days following the lasf ~y for the filing 

17 

18 

19 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

of'certificates of candidacy. (Sec. 78;'BP 881) 
"" "' 

SEC. [120] 121. tJDomx»sed ....... ,d"c.iu. <;. If, after the last 

dar for the fi11ngof c!,!rtificates ofcandidaey,' there should be 

only one (1) candidate for an elective pOsition III A SPECIAL 

ELECTION CAl,T,gn TO PILL A VACANCY, the COmmission shall, without, 
-.: ~. - ". 

holding [an] A SPJ«:IAL election for said position, 'certify that 
,:. ,.. . '. , -.~. .,.,. 

h~,is the only candidate for the office affected and is thereby 

de~ed elected, (New) 

,.' , " 

...- .. "' .' 

QC. [121] 122. DefiniUops. - As' used in this COde: 

[( 1)] (A) "Candidate" refers to' any person aspiring for or 

30 seeking an e~ecti.q public office who has publicly announced'the 

31 same or who has, thr~ other analogous acts performed within 



; 

• 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

'6 ,-," 

7 

8 

Page 60 

ninet~'! (90) days prior to the start ofth~,campaign period, 
.' j. 

openly manifested his desire to seek an elective public office, 

~het!netor not he has filed a certificate of candidacy by himself 

or through' ariacc~edited political party, organization, or 

coalition of ~rties; (Rew) 

. [(2) ] (B) "EI~~tio~ campaign" or "})artisanpolitical 

activity"' refers to an act designed to promote or defeat the 
'. , 

,election of a cartdidate, which shall include: 

.9 ", -[(a)]" (1)' 'l"ormi~g organizations, .. associations, 

clubs, movement~';' co~mi ttees or ,other groups of 

, 
10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 i 

18' , 

19 

20 

' .. .' . ~ ~.' " . 
... , ! .... ~ ~ 

, t ," .: 

'" , [(b)] (2) Holding political ,caucuses,' 
.'. 

," conferences, meetings, ,rallies, parades, or other .. '". . 

.:', siaUlar' assembli:es; 

" ... ' ' [ (c) J ( 3) Making speeches,' ann09~cements or ..•.. , , 

~ta:rles, or holding interviews f 
[(d)]" (4j 'Publishing or airing in the mass 

.' . ~.. L . 

meclia. or 'distrThutfug caDrpaign materials; or . .~..:, 

',> . , :l{'(:e) 1" (-5) Directly or indirectly ooliciting 
. . .. ,'" 

. vot~'B, 'pledg-q"; or support. , , 

21J>ublfc' expressions, 'opinions, or discussions of probable , ,:, , ..... ~ .. " " 

22 .issu~s in a' fortbc'oming 'election' or ~n, attributes of or 

23 ~riticisms cl!Jainst prObable candidates proposed to be nominated 

24 +n a forthcoming political party convention shall not be 

25 

26 

27 

; .' -. 
construed as part of any election campaign or partisan political 

. .. ' . :-"," ~ "'.;.,: .. , " 
activity cont.plated under this Article. (Sec. 19, BP 881, " 

, Amended) 

28 SEC"", ['1~-l 123. Intervention a.f foreigners. ,- At no' time 

29 shaIJ-,',any, for-eigfter~ whether juridical or 1!ai:1Jral~ aid any 

30 candidate or'poli tical {'arty, directly or" .. indiJ'ectly, or take 
. ,:. .,1: . 

31 part lin or influence in 'imy:IDilllDeI: any election, or contribute, 

• 
, , 

• 
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,~eJ:l~er s,ervic,t;ls, or .make any expenditure in, conll~cHpn ,~i~,.,,~r 

j,n. _f~rtherance of,: any election c~l?aign or partisa,n ppli tlc,Cl~ 

<;lctiyity., (Sec. 81,,_.MP 881) " .. ~, 

, SEC. [123] 124. Undue ecclesiasttra1 inflUence. 

():f )~ny,,~hurc;h . h~,e:rarchy or religi,~,~s sect,. de~omination, or' 
." '.". . . 

grouping shall, directly or" ind,irect:J.Y" influenc~, themempers gfl 
- • - "'. -~ . 1'-

\ ; 1 
his flock, paJ:'i!'lh, o,r congregatio.n to vote. for or ~ga1ns any 
! ~ . <1..'.!.,' :-, . '.,' . .' , 

candidate or political partY"or by, means of al)Y -ele,ct.ion 
~ .. :'" it'- . r.: " ,,' ''--j. .' . :; ,'" . '.' ". oj ",,; 

propaganda enumerated under Sectiqns 1:27 a,nd ,_~;JO of. th~s :Cod,~l: 

(New) NO HEAD, BISHOP, PRIEST OR MINISTER OF ANY CHURCH OR; 
J, ':'.)' -. • • • ". . • • .' .- :; • ::;;, .... :." • . .. ,I 

. '.-
~I!:L,~~IOU.S I?ECT,~, DEN~HINATIPN :OR GROUPING SHALL, ,DIRECT~Y, OR, 

',', 

I~I_RECT~Y, :rNFLUEN<;E HElmERS pF HIS FLOCK,l)IOCESE,. ,PARISH" OS! 

C()NGRE;GAT:r0N: TO VOT~ FOR OR AGAINST ANY; , qNDIDATE OR-;,POLI,pc¥:i 
-;;,.~ .. ~-.., . .' '. ' . . 

PARTY BY 
... ~. '. - MEANS OF ANY ELECTION PROPAGANDA [ENUMERATlm UNDER' 

• ': ',.' . ",.;' I 

127 AND 130 OF THIS COl)E] :PROVID~D, HOWEVli:R" .T~T.; SECTIONS 
::': . ;"" 

NOTHING IN THIS " SEC'lION SHALL, PROHIBIT .ANYRELIGIOUS HEAl),: 
.J:"' ,".: ..;', i i. ! " ':. . -" .. ) .. 

~ISHOP, PRIEST OR MINISTER fROM ,PRON0W'CIN:G.IN ANY ~~ !JORAL~! 
I" .. 

RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES, JUDGMENTS, GUIDELINES AND: 
" - . '}·\..···'·:I . r 

EXHORTATIONS SHORT OF ID,ENTIFYING OR NAMING A PARTICULAR: 
: .... .;. . . ) ;' \ • ,~ ',':!'::':, ". . . 1': 

CANDIDATE OR PARTY Ilf SPECIFIC PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF SAID,! 
,~r:':" :." : .. "".>~~',: ' .. ~ '. ',' ......... ,' ..•... ~, ',', ": ' __ 'J' ..• ~ 

MORAL, RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES, JUDGMENTS, GUIDELINES . .-" 

S~C. [124] 125.I.awful electioD p~9pagaDd,. - Lawfu;I.' 
" 

election propaganda shall include:. .. . , . , ' 

" 
[ (1) ] (A) Pamphlets, lea~lets, ca~ !-:}~~i'ls, stickers "or, " 

other. written or printed materials of a size not moz:e than 
. ' ~.'''.'' , .... ' l"" ." '" ' .••. _ .,.~.. . . 

twenty-one and one-half (2L5) centimeter~ in width_~d tl!irty-

five and one-half (35.5) ,centimeters in l~gth: Providec;I~That 

stickers or decals posted or displayed in. a house" Pllild,ing". 

establishm<e~,t, or vehic;:le other than~hat owned or lease,d, by a 
'.;" t ;"; 

candidate or political p~rty. or, other, than a ,~?mmon pos.t_er area,' 
i '. !.. •. "":. ,:, -;. 

,. 

,~ 

, . 
~ .j. 

, . 
:, ; 

1. 

t, 

c 
" 

" 

, ' 
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. .', ' I 

1- or ,otber autborized place sballconform to tbe size berein 

2, ,~ified and sball be 'posted or displayed only with the express 

'3 consent of the owner ,of sucb bouse, building,establis~ent. or 

.. ,vehicle; , . ~ 

5 [(2)] ,(B) Handwritteil or printed letters urging voters to 

6 ,vote for 'or against any particular candidate; 

7 [(-3)] (C)Clotb, paper. or cardboard posters. "bether 

8 ",fraaed or pOsted. of a size not exceeding sixty (60) cen~im8tEirs 
, 

9: ,tJr' ninety' (90) centimeters; 

10. ; [(4)] (D) Streaaers not exceeding riinety'(90) centtmetera 

11, "and forty ,(40) centimeters in size, to 'be posted or displayed 

12 "only at tbecandidate's main residence. at the official party 

13 bea~rters of a registered Political Party not exceedi.ng one 

14 '(1)beadqaarters for eacb' barangay, or 'at the site' and on tbe 

15 occasion' of a public meeting or rally. or in, announcing tbe 

16 bolding. of said meeting or raily.' within One (1) week before the 

17 date of the meeting' or rally and remov~ ~ithin seVenty-qro (72) 

18 

19 

20 

bours thereafter; 
I 

:\ 

[(5)] (8) Any moving vebicle witb a Bound system for 

, camp~ign jingles or recorded or live proPaganda. or moto~cades; 

21 ,or 

22 

23' , 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

,30 

31 

[(6)] (F):All otber forms of election propaganda not 

probibi ted by thill COde as the commission may authorize after due 

~tice to' all interested parties and h~ring wbere all interested 
, , ' 

parties were giv~equal opportunity to be 'beard: Provided. That 

the COmmission's~uthoriza~ion shall be' publisbed twice in two 

(2) newspapers of\g~eral cirr.ulntion wi~in one (1) ~eek after 

,the, grant of such aUthorization. Violation in 'any oanner of this 
" 

Section shall constit~~ an election offense. (Bee. 82, BP 881) 

SBC. [125] 126. 'Probtbi~iQn am gemoV~, deptgpction, DE 

4efv .... ent at iAWfuJ.o.leCtion WOlM'Pml!!I!I. -It shall be unlawful 

• 

'. 
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1 for any person' to remove, destroy, obliterate, or in any manner"" 

2 deface or tamper with, or prevent the distribution' 'of , lawful , ' 

3 election propaganda during the campaign period.' (Sec. 83, BP 

4 

5 

6 

7 

881) .... ,.; .. 
I 

SBC. [116]127. Reguire.ent's.fJlx' printed' election 

.. rnpagapdA. - Any poster, pamphlet, circuTar~handbnl, bumper 
! 

~ticker, st'reamer, ,list of' canaidatesi" &rilhy printed political 

8 inatter for or against a candidate or group of candidates to any 

i • 

'i 

9 public officeshaU' bear the words "PAID FOR BY" followed by'the ' 

10 true and correctllalile5and"address of::the paybr, and by' the words 

11 ~PRINTED BY" followed by the true and 'correct name and address of 

the printer. (Sec; 84, SP 881) . , 
13 " SBC. [127] 128.' Prollibited election propagariAA. - The 

14 following election propaganda .rei prohibited: 

15 [(1)] (A) Posters, pamphlets,' circulars, handbills,' or any 

16 printed matter which do not 'bear the names and addresses of the 

17 

18 

19 

printer and payor; . , ~ .... , 

[(2)] (B) Billboards, tinplate-posters', balloons I\nd the 
{ 

like, of whateiver size, shape,£orm,or kind; " 

Ii [(3)'] ('C) "Pens,' lighters, :fansof whatever,;-nature, .20 
21 fliiishlights','~al:hlletic goods Or'materials, ..,allets, <:shhjtis'~' hats, 

22 bandanas, matclles, cigaret,tes and" the 'li:,~.,HOwever, Campaign 

23' supporters may:be 'alJ.owed to 'wear hats ,artdJor shirts or T-,.shirts 

24 a,dvertising a candidate while iri"the' actual company of the 

25 ' candidate. ~. ~ :,-, .... , .. -.~-" .... ,., • 

26 \' [('4)] (D) Any advertisement or propaganda by me~ns, of 

27 cinematOgraphy, audio-visual uniti;,' video cassette recorders or 

,28 other screen"pr6jections,' except telecasts which may be allowEid 

29 

30 

as',nereinafter provided;' and ,{: . ;, -- , ... '( .. "". 

" [( 5)] (B) Printed and b':oaacastmaterial:' for campaign and 

31 other political purposes in the print and broadcast media, 

," 

.' 

," 

[' . 
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1 --whether given' free of charge or sold to any indiv,~dual or party, 

2 '~c~pt' as aut.h07:ized in this COde and by theComm~~sion. 

3 . : The"printing,. manufacture, Construction, -pur;~ase,posting, . . , . 

4. publ~cation, display, airing, distribution, acceptance, or use.of 

5 '. i\.imy !c)i th~"foregOing election propaganda materia~s shaUconsd-, 

6 

7 

8 

9. 

10 i 

11 

12 ". 

13, 

- t.l1te' an election offense. / ')" 

Arlyprohibitedelection propaganda gadget:lor. advert~semeJ,lt 

IJhall. be stOpped, ; confiscated, or torn down by the representative 
, ,", I . -, 

I" • . " . _ _ . 

Of. '~e COmmission upon its'written authority [Sec. 85, BP ~1] .'. 

" "'SBC.",[128] 129. IIIIIlSUlDQliliiM1 ; .,rUBMtmt;B ill .,Ua.,-. ~ . 

'[ It"s~ll beurilawful' for any . newspaper, radio broadcasting· or 

television station, or other mass media,. or any person maktng '~~ 

of the .\hlss"laedia, to sell or give. free of,cbargeprint- .space or 

14 , air time for campaign or other political purposes except to the 

15 . Commlssion; as provided for under the provisions on "C~melec 

16 

17 

18 i 

19: 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

, . ',", ~.\ 

'Space" and '''Comelec T.ime, n. including.such other programs 

authorized by the COmmission: Provided. boyever, That th~ r-ight .. -". . . 

'Of media 'toprint or·,broadcast accounts of significant or 

newsworthy events '" ahd . v;i.ews on matters of public, interest'. ;shall !.. ,-
'at all timq' be'recognized] WITH THB EXCKP.rIOli OF TBB'-CCBOIISSION 

AS PROVIDED' POR ulmER THB PROVISIONS ON "COMELBC SPACJjC." AlQ) 

;'CODLECUME,~ IBei.iJDING SUCH O%JlERPBOGRAHS.AUTHORIZED, BY,:lHB . . . , . 
, 

COMMISSIOfJ,: AS WELL lU) ~IDAHS WITH RATIONAL COBSTITUEBCY, I! , 

~BALL' BB UNLAWFUL F01r~ 1tB1iSPAPBR, RADIO BROADCASTING OR. 

TELEVISION STATION, OR 0'lBIm MASS JlRDU. OR Aft PBRSOlI ~I~lG USE "-.'. ' 

01' THE MASS MImIA,'1'O SBLLjOR GIVE FBEB OF CHARGE PRINT .SPACE OR 
.'- .,' ,'- I 

27' AIR"TIME FOR CAMPAIGB OR OT.HER PoLITICALPURPOSBS: PROVIDED, 

28 HOWEVBR THAT THE RIGHT 01' JmDlA TO PRI1ft' ORBROADCAS~ ACcotJ:U'fS .01' 

29 SIGBIFICABTOR NEWSWORTHY BVEliTS AlID VIEWS' 011· MATnRS OF PUBLI.C 

,. 
:-.' 

30' '~:nrTBRBSTsiIALL AT ALL TIllES B&llBCOGBIZIQ). (Sec. 11 (b), RA:i\ 

31 

• 

• 
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Any mass media PERSONALITY, columnist, commentator, 

announcer, reporter, or correspondent,. i'ho is a candidate for 

any public office or a campaign volunt(,er for or employed or 

retained in any capacity by any candidate shall take a leave of 

absence from his work in media from the start of the campaign 

period until election day. (Sec. 11(b), RA 6646) 

NO FILM, MOVIE, TELEVISION OR RADIO PROGRAM, AS WELL AS 

ADVERT I SEl.mNT , COMMERCIAL OR ENDORSEMENT, JlIVOLVING A CANDIDATE 

SHALL BE SHOWN, AIRED, OR PRINTED DURING THE ELECTION PERIOD. 

JREW) 

SBC. [129] 130. RegW,ptiCJl gf election propaganda through 

"a~~ "!!'ledin. - No franchise or permit to operate a radio or 

~~l~vision station shall be granted or issued, suspended, 

cancelled, or revoked during the etection perio1" 

In' all instances during the election perioj, the COmmission 

shall supervise the use and employment of press, radio and 

television facilities so as to give candidates P.qUa1 opportunity 

~~der eqriivalent circumstances to make.known their qualifications 
.- \ . 

and ~t~nd on public issues within the limits ~~t forth in the 

prece{\ing section on election propaganda. 

[\1:i,olation of the rules and regulations issued by the 
"_:.;,.,.1:' 

COmmiss:'.on to iIilpletr.ent this section shall constitute an election 

of~~nse.j (sec. 66, DP 881) 

SB~. [130] 131. C~~~l~ Space. - The Commission shall 

procur.e S);<lce free of charge in at least one (1) newspaper of 
.... 

general circulation in every 'province or city and in such 

ne,~aller ~fi tb l~ationa 1 cil."cui~tion as there are in cirCl1'lation, 

"yhi.:"\! shall be Imotm as "Comelec Space," wherein candi~tes can 
\ . 

a.nnou~ce thci~ c~hdidaCy[.]: pr~vided, however, [t]That in the 
. 1. 1 

absence of f;uch ne't1Spaper, publica.-,ion shall be done in any other 

IlmL.~aZine or 
.. 

periodical ir. saicA pI.'lvince or city. Said space 
.. - .. 
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1 shall 'be allocated, free of charge, equally and impartially by 

2 'the,COmmission among all candidates for national office, in the 

3 . case of newspapers with national circulation, and among all 

4 candidates for other eleCtivE; public' positions Within the area in 
.' , : 

5 which the "newspaper" is circulated, in the case of publications 
, ' 

6 with limited circulation. (Sec. 90, BP 881) 

7 
I .. " 

Said "Comelec Space" shall also include such space as may be 

8 reasonably necessary to accommodate a "Comelec Column," in a 

9 frequency nOt' exceeding twice a week duriilg'the election period, 

10 which shall contain such materials as may be necessary to inform' 

11 

12 

the public of ei~tion matters. Any candidate or political party 

may cause the repfoduction or reprinting, at their ~se, of 

13 any "Comelec Space" publication, subject to the limitations on 
. , ) , 

14 laWful elec~ion expenditures. (Rew) 

15 SEC. [131] 132. Cgaelec %iB§. The commissiqn shall procure 

16 'radio and television time, of which a ~easOnabl~ proportio~ shall 
. !' 1.-, 

17 be prime time, free of charge to be known as ,"comelecTime, .... 

18 

19 

20 

which shall 
0-' • 

candidateo 

television 

.. 
be allocated equally and 

for national office, in 

" stations with Ilationwide 

impartially among all' 

the case of radio and 
" 

reach, and among all 

21 candidates for o'ther public el«ltive positions within the ~ea of 

22 cO'll'erage of 'the radio an«i television stations concerned, in ~e' 

23 caS0 of stations with limited territorial reach. For this 

24 Ip~ql~se., 
stations are hereby amended so as to provide radio or tel~vision 

the franchise of all'radio broadcasting and television 

25 
.' 

26 prime tine, free of charge, during the election 'campaign period. 
, ' 

27 (set:. , 92, BP 881) 

28 SE~. [137.] 133. cri--on poster ~. - The Commission shall 

29 
,,' 

deRignate common poster areas in strategic public pla~es such as 

30 city or municipal halls, .public markets, barangay centers, and 
",'j> • -, . ~ 

31 the like, "he~ein each candidate can post, display, or exhibit 

:'. 

, . 

• 

• 
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., 

free of charge his election propaganda, consisting of one (1) 

lloster measuri~g not more than [twent}" (20)' by twenty-seven] 

SIXTY-oNE (61) CENTIMETERS BY HlRETY-oNE and one-half [( 27.5] )J 

(91.5) 
l' .'r. ;;; .• ; "'. _ 'J, . 

centimeters, to announce or further his candidacy. 
, ~,. ,-

5 ! Whenever feasible, the Commission may authorize the . , .. ,' .' 
6 installation of common billboards by non-partisan private,. or 

l: '::: . ._r I 

7 civic organizations, after due notice and hearing, ~n such 
.-.. : : ~ L J 

8 strategic places where maximum visibility shall be ensured. 
:~ -).' . .~ 

9 The space in such common poster areas or billboards ~hall be 

10 allocated equally and impartially among all the candidate~ .in the 
-; . 

province, city, municipality, or barangay. (Sec. 91, BP 881, 

Amended) 

13 SEC. [133] 134. Rallies, .eetings ADd other political 
. " ; .', ~ ; . . '". :~. 

14 activities. - Subject to the requirements of local ,ordinances on 
; ' .. ' ~ .. : ',;' ,-' , 

15 the issuance of permits, any political party supporting official 
." 

16 candidates or any candidate, individually or jointly wi~ othe~ 

17 aspirants, may hold peaceful political rallies, .meetings and 

18 other similar activities during the c8l~pclign period(.): Provided, 
.. (.. ,.... . .',-

[t]That 'all applications for permits to hold such activities 
'.;j.!: . 

shall be immediately posted in a conspicuous place in the city ot 
21 municipal building, receipt thereof acknowledged, and, within 

- ' ..... . ·:'V l' . -~." '·~-r, . ~~. ..~.:'" .... : .. ~ .... ,: 
22 three (3) days £t:om its fi'ling, acted upon in writing by the 

23 local authorities concerned. provided, further, that any 
. r:" ". _ .. I' 

24 application not acted upon wit~n said period shall be deemed 
. j-' 

25 approved, and any denial of application for said permit shall be 

26 appealable to the provincial election supervisor, regional 
. ...,.., , 

27 election director, or, in the case of Metro Manila, to the 

28 appropriate department [or service] of the Commission, as the 
" , 

29 case may be, or to the COmmission, whose decision shall be made 
. . _!:>." ':1'~ . 

30 within forty-eight (48) hours and which soall be final and 
.. .., _.--, .: ~ 

31 executory [ .] : Provided, finally, [t]That the only justifiable 
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.1 ground for denial .of an ~pp~"C~t;~OD ~s't,be, approVii,lof a prior . . .' . . . . . . " " . . 

2 Written application by any candidate or PQlitical party for the ... : . .. . .' 

3s..ame time, ,date",p,lace, and ~1Hl!Ose" (Sec .. 87,'BP 881, Amended) 
. \1 

4 'SEC. [13.&) 135., ..... pI,pOr!;nUOD., fggd ,'Yd drj .... '.· - It shall ' 
-..' ,., .. '., , ' .... ....,... . ' 

5 be unlawful for any candida~, political party,. organization, or' 
~ . '. . . . '. . . .; 

," ! '. • \ ..~. 

6 coalition, political,l~ad~;r" voter,: ,or 'anY'person to give or 
;: ",.'" ". '. 

7 acc~pt, free of , charge o~,fqr, a nominal"sum, 'difectiy ~r 
, \'. . I . , 

8 indirectly, transpox;tation service,far:e,':food~. beverages, 
, .... -. ." 

9 liquor, or ,thi~gs .Of value dUring."the t:ive ,(5). hour~beforeand 

10 'after a public, rally, on. the, daY precl!d,ing the election,' and on. 

11 
~ ;. 

the day of the electio~; or to give or cOntribute; directly or 
" . 

12 indirectly,. money or things of value for such purpose. (sec. 89, 

13 BPaS1) 
,', ", . 

14 Ho speci;al permi t or . authority to operate·' outside their 
• ,'~ ,.~ i \ ~.:. r .. 

15 designated x:o~tes shall ~ issued to public utility operators or 
, .: .. ~. , " 

16 otmers within.the.three (3) days.preceding the elections and. on 
. -'. ".:' . . . . ' ' 

17 the day of th~. elli!~tion" .Allpublfc utility vehicles operating 

18 outside their designat,~d routes. dpring said· period sball be 

19 impounded, llIld .. ,their .driVers appr~endeci, upon' authority of the 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

COmmission. (Rew) .; 

r .. BLBCmDL W&litlllU'fIOBUD ar_l'l'UHiS 
. , . .' . "-" 

.. ~ ,;.. 

136. ,Defipit;im •• :,.. ,As,used, in' this Article: 
" . '. ; ': .. -' ...., . . , 

nc. [135] 

[(1)] (A) "Person" refers to an individual, partnership, . . " . 
. . 

committee, association, 
..' . corpora'tion, political party, , 

27 organizat.ion, or coalition, or any other organization or group of 

28 

29 

30 

31. 

persons; 

.[(2)] 
"."'", 

(D) h~ntribution:," refers to a. gift, donation, 

subscript,ion, loan ll4vance, or deposit of. mi;ney.or anything of 
" L • '-. •. • . . i . 

value, .. or a ,contract, promise" ox: agr~emeDt to contribute,. 
,.' . 

• 

• 



Page 69 

1 whether or not legally enforceable, made for the purpose of 

2 influencing the results of the elections, as well ~s the,use of 

3 facilities voluntarily loaned by other persons, the money va.lue 

4 of which can be assessed based on the rates prevailing in the 

5 . area. However, it shall not. include services rendered without 

6 compensation by individuals volunteering a portion or all of 

7 their time in behalf of a candidate or political party. 

8 

9 

10 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

[(3)] (C) "Expenditure" refers to the payment or delivery 

of money or anything of value, or a contract, promise, or 

agreement to make an expenditure, for the purpose of influencing , 
the results of the election, as well as the use of facllities 

personally owned by the candidate, the money value of which use 
. . i 

can be assessed based on the rates prevailing in the area. (Sec. 

94, BP 881) 

SEC. [136] 137. Lawful ez;pendit:ures gf candidates Arul 

political Parties. - No candidate or treasurer of a political 

party shall, directly or indirectly, make any expenditure except 

for the following purposes: 

[(1)] (A) Travelling expenses of tbe candidates and 

cl"'npaign personnel in the course of the campaign, apd for 

per~onal expenses incident thereto; 

, [(2)] (B) Compensation of campaign personnel, clerks, 

23 stenographers, ~sengers And other persons actually emplqyed in 

24 the campaign; 

25 [(3)] (C) Telegraph and telephon~ colIs, postage, freight 

26 . and express delivery charges; 

27 ((4)] (D) Stationer,], printing and distribution of printed 

28 matter relative to the candidacy; 

.29 

30 

[(5)] (E)' Employment of watchers at the polls; 

[(6)] (F) Rental, maintenance and furnishing of campaign 

31 headquarters, office, or veDue of meetings or media conferences; 
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1 [(7)] (G) Political meetings and rallies and the use or 

2 rental of sound systems, lights and decorationsdur~ngsuch 

3 meetings and rallies; or 

4 
i 

[(8)] (H) Use, rental, or hire of land, vater. or air 

5 craft, equipment; facilities, apparatus and paraphernalia. 

6 The cost of employment of counsel and for printing of sample 

7 ballots in such color, size and number as may be. authorized by 
.' . 

8 the COlIIIDission shall not be·included.in computing the amount of 
"' .. . ' 

9 e:penses uhich a candidate or political party may have incurred • 
. , 

10 (Secs. 100 and 102, BP 881) 
.. 

SEC. [137] 138. prnb1hUed ccmtrUm"'on..- No contribution 11 

12 
. • . I 

for purposes of partisan political activity shall be made,: 

13 directly or. indirectly, by any of thefolloving: 

14 [(1)] (A) Public or private financial institutions. 
, " . {-: ). . 

15 However, nothing herein shall prevent the accomeo4ation of any 

16 loan by a candidate or political party by any such puplic or· 
'" " " ;, 

17 private financial lDstitutions legally engaged in the business of 

18 lenciiir.~ money, where. the loan is made in accordance vi th latt' and: 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

.24 

25 

" r, ., " 

regulations and in the ordinary course of business; 

[(2)] (8) Natural and juridical persons who: 

[(a)] (1) Operate public utilities or ~ssess or 
• ,},' ;:. : , ; 1 _, "' .~. , i . 

EUtploit iL~l" natural.resources of the nation; ., 
" 

.. , 

[(b)] (2) Hold contracts or sub-contracts to 

perform cons~ruction or other ~~kR or to ~~Prly ~ith 

goods and services the governcent or any of its 

I. 

., 
26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

divisions, Eubdivisions or instrumentalities, includipg 
; , 

. ...... -'. ", . 

go11ernmen~-C"emed. or controlled corporations; " i 

[ (ci) ] (S) Rave bflen granted by the gove::..-nment or 
" " ' .. 

any of ita divisions, subdivisions or 
........... '.,-
, . "". 
instrumentalities, including goverQment-owned or 

~ ' .. :. 
•. I 

controlled corporations, franchises,· incentives, 

• 

• 
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exemptions, allocations, or similar privileges or 

concessions, or, within one (1) year prior to the ~te 

of the election, loans or other accommodations in. 

excess of twenty-five thousand (P25,OOO) pesos; 

[(3)] (C) Educational institutions which have received 

6 grants. of public funds amounting to no less than one hundred 

7 thousand (P100,OOO) pesos; 

8 [ (4)] (D) Officials or employees of the ci viI service, or 

9 members of the Armed Forces of the Philippines; 

10 

13 . 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

.19 

20 

21 

[(5)] (E) Foreign nationals, entities, and governments; 

and 

[(6)] (F) Domestic and foreign religious organizations. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to solicit or receive, 

directly or indirectly, any aid or contribution of whatever form 

or nature, from any of the persons or entities enumerated above. . . 

(Secs. 95 and 96, BP 881, Amended) 

SBC. [138] 139. Prohibited donations ADA fUnd-raising 

activities. - From the CQIIIDI8ncement of the election period up to 

and including election day, it shall be unlawful: 

[(1)] (A) For any person to hold dances, lotteries, 

cockfights, games, boxing bouts, bingo sessions, beauty contests, 

22 raffles, dinners, entertainment activities, or cinematographic, 

23 theatrical, or other performances for the purpose of raising 

24 f~ndsfor ~n ~lection campaign or for the support of any 

25 candidate; 

26 [(2)] (B) For any person, directly or indirectly, to 

27 splicit and/or accept from any candidate, or from his campaign 

28 manager, agent, or representative, or any person acting in their 

29 behalf, any gift, fOod, transportation, contribution, or donation 

30 in cash or in kind. However, normal and customary religious 

31 stipends, tithes, or church collections on Sundays and/or 
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1 d~signated collection days, as well as periodic payments made for 

2 leg.i tiDlIite"'~C~de~rc"' st:h~lar~sbips' ·estiiiiHshed:;:andschool 
. I " i':' '. '" r r i .-',', .' (~: I'~ , <:; .• ",.", .," . 

3 contributions habitually made before the election period are 

4 
. fl' ',1 '~-I .: ~ ", !~tf~ -~ " "1,' 

excluded ·from" this prohibition; and 
",.1 

5 [(3)] 
• 'J ': ".,:,.;\ .,:\";.~.,, •• ,'. (:;~ •.•• : .• ','-,';".,-

(el' For any J candidate, "hisspouse~ or any relative 
.;;"\'.' ".~ :'(,:1,:, i ; "" '~'!"-:. ~ ;' _ ..... , j'.,,~('\ j • ., ';- .1::,- '. . 

6 wi thin the fourth degree of consanguinity or affinity, his 
:~U'{~: t. 1\ .:", .,. ~IJ-'" ,,')[1 '; ';,-\:.-:,-. . 

7 campaign manager, agent, or representative, treasurer and other 

8 ~fficers, agents, or representatives of any politi~al party, 
,'" ';', r;. 'j ! .. '<' ': ,", :, ':' <,. ~ ',' . ~ "., -I' " 

9 whether accredited or not,to·make, directly or indirectly, ~y 
, -}:,'; .. ; :. . . ; . ,".' .. " . . : :, .~. . , 

10 donation or contribution for the construction or repair of roads, 

11 briCig~s, school t h~uSes, p~~ricui t~re centers,·" ;':;~ical clinics, or 
, " 

12 hosPitals, churches, or chapels, multi-purpose centers, cement or 
" ':". ,f' .f ' .. '(f ;'" ~ ,r;,! •• ;;; 

13 ~pbalt pavements or" sidewalks, street lights, basketball courts, 
I"· ..... ;:"'. 'l~\';:';: .... _. if 

14 alleys, barangay balls, or any other structure for public use or 
,,~.~ I~~' ,;... t, ,". · .. f·. "~", '\ 

15 for the use of any religious or civic organiZations. ,(Secs. 97 

16 
I .< .. ~. "V 1·'·,·-i·"~'~" 

~ 104, BP 881)"" 
r:'~ .. 

.: I 

17 BBC. [139] 140. %ZBft DAa§ gf cQDtributor reggired. - No 

18 pt\fson ~hall "Hk~""an"j' cont:f'ibutio~ in any ri~~ except his own, 
. I .... ~',.. !;.. ,'<,:-,.... ..,'. , . 

19 nor' shilll' any candidate or treasurer of a political party receive" 

20 a Contribution or enter" or r~rii ~e same in any name other than 

21 i~ai by whom'{t~as actually made, iri~icating the tax 
, 1... 

22 ident"ification nWobei 'Of t:he contributor concerned. (Sec. 98, BP 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

"J " 
881) 

SEC~ {UO] 141. Report Qi)CODtdbutorg. - Every person 
.. " . ' .." ..' '.! •. ' (1 • . _. . . 

giving contributions to any candidate, treasurer of the party, or 

,their authorized representatives shall, not later than thirty 

(30) days"after the daY"~f the election, iilewith the law 

d~partm~rit of theieo_is~i(;n a rePort Wi.d~~ oath stating the 

folloWing: " " '" 
~ .. . ... 

.:. 

"' [ (1)] 'r (A) Amount of eaCh conh-ll,ution;' " 
, " 

:;, '."' 
[(2)] (B) Name of the candidat~~;' ~gent~/ the candidate, 

" , 

• 

• 
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l' or political party rece~ving the contribution; 

2 [(3)] (C) Date of the contribution; and 

3 [(4)] (D) Rame, address and tax identification number of 

4 the contributor. 

5 The report shall also be sUpported by certified true copies 

6 of the receipts signed and issued by the candidate, treasurer of 

7 ~li tical party, or their authorized ' representatives. (Sec. 99, 

8 BP 881) 

9 SBC. [141] 142. L1"tatipp. QD electiop elP'id'tures. - The 

10 amount that a candidate or political party, organization, or 

11 coali tion may spend for election campaign purposes' shall be fixed .2 by the commissi6n based on the bonsWlier price index prevailing at " 

13 least sixty (60) days prior to the' start of the election period. 

14 Ho~ever, such limitations on election expenses shall be published 

15 i~ two (2) newspapers of general circulation not later than 

16 th~rty (30) days ,before the election period. (Sec. 100, BP 881) 

17 

18 

19 

eo 
21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

Expenses incurred by the branches, chapters, or committees 

of'a political party, organization, or coalition for campaign 
" 

purposes shall be included in the computation of its total 

expenditures and prorated as expen~es of its respective 

individual candidates, subject to the limitation provided in the 

preceding paragraph. 
";;., 

:, Any provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding, any 

contribution in cash or in kind to any candidate or political 

party, organization or coalition for campaign purposes, duly 

reported to the Commission, shall not be subject to the payment 

of fUlY gift tax. (Sec. 101, BP 881) 

, SEC. [lU] 143. Persons authorized .t.g incur election 

eJ;~~nditures. - Only the candidate, treasurer of a political 

par~y, or any person authorized by them shall incur election 

expenditures, which shall be considered as expenditures of such 
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7 
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9 

10 

11 

12 
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" 

. The authori"ty t9,.,inc~}',:e]!:pe~dj.tures shall')be:iii't.rriting, 
•• • . '! ~ ,. 

copy of which'Shall, .. bet.ux:~i,be4, ,the Commission signed by the 
':':.J -.. ' c.)' J;:~. f .. 1 ;~! ,-' 

candidate or treasurer of the party,. and shall,'state·,tbe"fuil 

n~e and ~~ac.t:,,~ddf,es~, .Qf,!r-he perl30n so; designated ;and the 

. maximum,~~t, ,?f,~jt~es ,so,,;autboriZed; (sec.' 103, "SP 881) 
.... \ ' '; 

.~. [2,43], 144,;~ Jleccml gf,mptr1l!ut1mur,MIl' '!ID""M'jtgreS~':-., 
,-, i, 

It shall be the duty and responsibility of every candidab!; 

, ;treasu~,:rC?t!~, J~~1~~~9~1 paq:y. ()l;' i,IIlY, person! acting Wider their 

~uthori~y,. ~:)"'0 r :. i' l- 1 . , -.. I • I' ':-" ~ . 

'. "'" 
" 

') 

[(l~J(A) ~s~ue"a :r~CE!i,pt for .8!lery icOntribution -received; 

[q>'l "JB~ ",Ob!-ai~"a9!i ,~eep~a)receipt :statingfhe 

particulars of eVery ~!li tu~ J!lBde,; · , .' ":., '. 
: !; 

,. 

14 :.[(~»; (g); K~ep.cletalled, ,full and,accurate recorqa ofnU 

'15 . ~ntribu~ionsr~E(iv~ and exp8nditures incurred'"or Caused to be 

,16 inc\lrred py th!i!lD; :" ' ' ", 
, ":I: , L. 

17 ,I q1)1 (D). Pr,eser,ve. tbe'recol.'dsbof contributions and 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

,23 

24 

expenditures, together with ,all: pertinent documents, for at least 
· ,t it.· , .' . I "" ". .' 

:~ree (~) yeaz;~,ilf,tertb~ ~;tept1oni ,and prOduce such records iind 

documents upo,n 0f~er by ,th,e. C9mmission or its, duly~authbrize~ 
~ .,' -::.:' . 'f 

representative. 
;. ;'" T • (f l ( ,.,.t " 

Failure to preserve sucb records or documents "sball be' 
, 

deemed prima ,~acie. evidence,) ~~ violation of the provisions of 
"i' " 

this ArtiCle,., (sec., 106,,;!3P '881), 
> . .....' r" 

. ,. .o,! 

25 SEC, [".41.,stat:MeDt::<Df"mgtribgtioM MdupemUt:urej!!~'-
,f . ..: ,;: ' : ...• . 

26 Every can.df~teT ~h;all" "ithJ~ thirty (30) days after the day of, 

27 the election, [and during regular office hours,] file DURING 

28 REGULAR .. ()FFIC~ BOURS. l~dupli,cate personally or't,hrough his 
.. . ",.' . ".-: .~. .. .' . .' 

29 representative wi,~ the, same office of the:t!ommission'lIhere he · .' \,;.. -; . 

30 filed' bis certJficate ofrlcandidacy, the full, true'and"itemized 
· . .' .. ' .' ; 

31 statement of all contributions ~dexpeDditures; iJic'6nDl!ction' . . ,". ~. : ....... . ../ 

, " 

• 

" 

• 
.;. 

r ," 

. ' 
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1 with the election. 
I 

2 "he statement ~f contributions.an~ezpenditures of 

. 3 tr~s~e~sofpolitic~lparties.shall be filed by the treasurers 

4 personally or through their duly-authorized representatives with 

5 t.Jte law department ·of the CODImis, ion .in Manila., \"}.. 

6 Th~ re'§j,onal el.~c.tion director, p~ovil1cial election 

7 supervisor an4cit,y or municipal election.officer shall keep 

8 duplicate copie!, .of···~ll .. the ,tatelll.eilt!' filed .. witb them, and, 

9 within ten (10). days fI:.t;). tbe last day for filing of the 

10 statement. send theorig~l·qgpies ~reof to the,l~w department 

11 of the Commission. by registered _il. (Sec. 107, BP 881). .12 
13 

14 

SEC. [1451,,;lU~ rOO .-4 coptopl;l A:t._I\,Ua,pt. - Thl7 

stat'Mle'llt -of· contributions and expenditures shall ~ in.~i.ting, 

sUbscr~ 4Pld sworn to" by the candidate .or ~. tre.!-.lRn"er of the , .-

15 P,iU"ty, and. _p be COIIlPl~te as of the date Q1> filing.. It shall . 
'.' 

16 state: 

17 [( 1)] (~) ,The.~1Il011nt of.every contJ:i~ut.ion., date .of 

18 re,ceipt thereof, ,a.nd full nallle and eZJct;.. address of. the 
"". -" . '. 

19 .20 
21 

22 

23 

24 

contributor; . -,'.' " 

.[t~)] (B) 'file amount o.f every ~ndl,ture, the date and 

purpose ~~~eof,. and f~ll name and 8U:9.t" ~ess, of ~e payee; 

!(3)] (C) Aq1 unpaid obligation, its nature and aDDqpt, 

~d the name of ~e a-edi tor; ~d 

[(4)] . (D, I~ o~r particulars which the l"onnisBion may 
'. ," , .-

25 require. (Sec. 109, BP 881) 

26 

27 

.28 

29 

30 

31 

If the total .con~~ibutions or ~nditureB reporttd ~n the 

~tatement Cltceed fifty thousand (P50,000) pesos, ~. C'A)lUmCTRESS 
. .....;j. ,- . : .... -" _ •. ' . 

OF THE'staL~ent shall be certified [correct] by an ~pendent 
~ .. ~.-- . 

~ertified public 1OC;COuntaDt. (Bev) 
,- --~ . ;. . r..... ' 

SEC. [146] ~~: . .,.ct. _ of taHur, to Ula_t~.,::,.::, Bo 

person elected to u.r ~lic office Bhall ... ~te-= 1IpO, the duties 
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15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

7.6, 

.n 

~8 

29 

30 

11 

Page 76' 

of his office unless he and his political party, ~f any, have I 

filedt~e ""tatell\Citllt .o.fcolltr~~llit~,~ns. an,d e~pend:itures herein 

required"as.cert,lf;ied by.the officer~:lfith,~hom s~ch, statements 

a1"ll filed~ ',' c ; 
'._' d. . ..... :, ,". 

The person admj,J,1ist'llring,<;~~e, ; oath Of offic;e sh~ll,. before 

~iDistering !luAAoath to. an~~~cted pablicoffi~e~'Jequire the 

lAtter ·to. furliilil,tt'~ h~ .vith a ce:r::~~ficatiOD that he, has filed the 
" . ' '\' '.,; ... ,_ .' \,.' • 1. '~ 

requir.ed statement,:atteste"'to.~y tbaofficer.vi~vhom such 

s'ra!tejlient. vas fi;,J.ed.Failure to ~lIIfIUire such certification 
•• w' • " t, '.: • '.' '.,' '", • 

before 'administering: the oathj of DftiQ8 shall constitute an elec- . 
. . - 'i 

tion offense. ' 
i 

The city Or : ,lIW1icipal a~lq~ 9fficer shap. .vi thin five I 
, 

(5)da7& from"the date of~e"ele~tioD, a~~i~e in yJ;"iti~gJ",.by I 
, .. 

pe:r;sona"I deliver}" ·or regiBtered(_i~" 'aU candi~tes ,!~~ing in , 

hii:s jurisdictiorn tQ ,file their 8tat~eD~;,,~f contr~ut~pns ~~! 

, expenditures. 

Except candidates for elective ~~gay.off,ic~, failure to . 

. file the statement:et yCOlltributions 8lld, ezpendi~~es.as required 

'sh~ll constitute an adainistrative offense for which the o~~~er 

•• 

3h~11' 'pay a' fine rllllqing. from .OD'II thousand",(Pl,OOO), p.~os to,. .. 
':hirtJ:" thousand (P30,OOQ) pesos, in the -:discretion of the 

"1"::d!Dmi::::~ thirty (30) days from; receipt of DQ.tJ.ce ojf: such' 

i i!ailure, the::candidatej,aha.ll pay ~'fine and2file the required 

( : 

l'Oi'ol!ertificate;~'of:r,candidacy;': filed ;.by .lany' person vho has 

J,revl0usly failed',to:pay:the administrati.ve. fine and file the . 

r-

Any candidate vho fails to pay the 'fi~;and file the re­

e; uired"~~ent vithin the prescribed c~idir'fo'r a second time 

s hali be'JRbject to' pQrpetual dlsquaLi~lcaUon to hold public 

'. 
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1 office. (Sec. 14, RA 7166)' 

2 SEC. [147]148. PreServation !WI in~tiOD at stateaents. -

3 All statements of contributions and expenditures shall be kept 

4 and preserved at the office where they. are filed and constitute 

5 part of its public records for three (3) years after the election 

6 to which they pertain. They shall not be removed therefrom 

'? . except upon order(lf the Commission or of a competent court and 

8 shall, during regular office hours, be open to inspection by the 

9 public. The officer-in-chargeof such office shall, [on] UPON 

Hi 

11 

-12 
13 

14' 

15 

demand, furnish certified copies of any statement [upon] AFTER 

payment of the fee prescribed in this, COde. (sec. 110, BP 881) 

SEC.' [148] 149. Report at coDtrACtor ADd bgsiDess fims. -

Every person or firm,to whom any electoral expenditure is made 

shall, .. within thirty (30) days after the day of the election, 

file with the Commission a report' setting forth the full name, 

16 tax identification number and exact address of the candidate, 

17, tr;easurer of political party and any other person incurring such 

18 expenditures, the nature, purpose, date and amount thereof, and 

19 such other particulars as the Commission may require. The report 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

shall be signed and sworn to by the supplier or contractor, or, 

in the case of a business firm or association, by its president, . . 

,general manager, or other equivalent officer. 

It shall be the duty of such person or firm to whom an 

electoral expenditure is made to require every agent of a 

candidate or treasurer of political party to present written 

authority to incur election expenditures in behalf of such 

candidate or treasurer, and to preserve and keep at its place of 

28 business, subject to inspection by the Commission or its 

29 authorized representatives, copies of such written authority, 

30 contracts, vouchers, invoices and other records and documents 

31 relative to said expenditures for a period of three (3) years 
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1 after the date of the election to whichtbey pertain. 

2 !tshall 'be ,'uniawful for' any suppli~r,' contractor or 

3 business firm to enter into any 'contract'involving efection 

4 expenditures with representatives of candidates or political 

,5 parties without: such Written. authOrity. (~. 112, BP 881) 

'6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 ' 

, 12 

SEC. [149] 150. 'ile£ipU:ion. -As used in this Code: 

[(1)] (A) "RegistratIon" refers to the act of 

13 accomplishing a sworn appliCation for registration by a qualified 

14 voter before tho election officar of the, city or municipality 

15 llherein he "resides' and the inclusion of the same in the book of 
, , 

16 voters upon its approval by ,the el~ction registration board. 

17 " [(2)]' (B) "Registration "record" refers to an application 

18 for r.egistrationduly approved by the election registration 

19 
I 
20. 

oomrd. 

[(3)] (e)' "BOok of voters" refers to the compilation of ' • 

21 "Iall registration records in a precinct. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

[,(4)] (D) "List 'of voters" refers to an enumeration of ' 

n~'?~ of 'registered voters in a preCinct. 

I «5)] (E) "Illiterate" or "disabled" person refers to one 

jwbo cannot BY HIMSELF prepare [his own] AN application for 
I 

26 rogi~tratiol!.. (Rew) 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

mIC. ''[150] 151. pepUmf'Pt lint ,~'vo1;ers. - There shall be a 

Ipermanent liot of votars in each city or ~unicipality consisting 

IOf all approved applications fo~ registration of the city or 

IL.:I1.'"iliCiPal'it.Y, with such additions, cancellations and corrections 

lInG =¥ be herein authorized. 
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1 The voter's registration records contained in the precinct 

2 books of voters used in the May 11, 1992 national and local 

3 elections and in the March 25, 1993·elections in the Autonomous 

4 Region 'in MUslim Mindanao[,] shall be considered as the permanent 

5 list of voters in [each] THE- city or municipality CONCERNED. 

6 (Sec. 98, RA 6388) , -

7 However, should the Commission find it necessary, IT MAY 

8 CONDUCT a general registration of voters [shall be conducted]. 

9 (New) 

10 SEC. [151] 152. eontiDning qsteJ!l ~ registration of voters· 

11 

"2 
Registration of voters shall be conducted daily in the office 

of the election officer during REGULAR office hours. To 

13 facilitate the - filing of appticationS for registration, the 

14 election officer may h~ld office in - any district,-barangay or 

15 sitio within his jurisdiction, subject to the rules and 

16 regulations promulgated by the Oommission. No registration shall, 

17 however, be_conducted ninety (90) days-before a regular election 

18 

19 

and sixty (60) days before a special election. (Sec. 79, 1978 

Ee) 

must 

:'.~ . 

SBC. - [152]. Registration -of voters. - A qualified voter 

be registered in the permanent list of voters of the city 

22 or municipality wherein he r~sides to be able to vote in any 

23 election. To register as a voter, he shall personally accomplish 

24 an application for registration in triplicate before the election 

25 officer on any date-after having acquired the qualifications of a 

26 voter. (Sec. 109;.- RA 6388) 

27 The application shall contain the following data: 

28 [(ill (A) Name, surname and middle name and/or maternal 

29 surname; 

30 

31 

[(2)] (B) Sex, date and place of birth; 

[(3)] (C) Citizenship; 
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1 [(4)] (D) Civil status; if married, the name"of the 

2 spo~e; 

3 

4 

5 

6 

[(5)], (El Profession, occupation or work; 

[(6)'] (F) Periods of residence. in the Ph~~ippines and in 

the place of registration; . , 

[(7)] (G) Exact address with the name of the street aDd' 

7 house number or in case therr. is non~, a brief 'description of the 

8 . place of residence and his barangay and sitio; 

9 [(8)] (8) A statelr;ent that ':le possesses the qualifications' 

10 ' and none of the disqualifications of a voter; 

11 

12 

13 

[(9) ] (I) A statement that the appli~ant is not a 

registered voter of any precinc1:; 

[(10)] (J) Such in~ormation or data as may be required by 

14 the COmmission: 

15 The application fo~ reg1stration shall be under oath and 

16 contain three (3) specimen SI(~S of the applicant['s signa-

17 ture and], clear and legible 'fJ:r,ints of all his fingers, and be 
18 accompanied by four (4)' identi ficatio!l-:sized copies of the la,t:est 

. . ' .... 

19 photog'X'Qph, to be taken at thf, expense of the Commission. 
" 

20 Before the ':pplic=.~t a~9omplishes his application fdr 

21 ~egie:tration, th., election officer shall inform him of the 

22 qualifications ant disqualifications prescribed by law for a 

~3 voter J and thereaft.<.,r see to it that the accomplished appli';ation 

24 contai!:ls ullthe data therein. required and that the apphcant' s 
25 specimen oignatures, fingerprints and photographS ,are ';.troperly , 

(Se<:. 110;· RA ' 26 affir.ed in all copies of the voter's application. .. 
" 

27 i ~388) 

7,8' BlZC. (153) 154 •. maR ~ register. - All cit;,?ensof the 

29 ~hilippiDt",::, not ctherwise disqualified by law, who are at le'3.st 
, .. 

30 eigh'csen (18) 1"ea1:s of age, and who shall ~averesided in the 

. 31 Philippines for at least one (1) year and in the place wherein 

• 

• 
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1 they propose to vote, for at least six (6) months im lediately 

2 preced'i~g th~' ele({ti~h w"y '~egister as A v:oter[s]. 
t _ ':,; • " • ~ ~'."-;' f 

3 The following shall'be allowed to register, if que lified: 

4 [(1) ] 'ih~~I~; _he> failed to register ill previous 
,'.' 

5 ! 
D~i·~:. -.~:: ,1 .. 1 

~lectiOriS; 

6 [( 2 ) ] (B) Any p~rson, who' may not haVe, on ':he day of 

7 
•. :,. ",L,' -'·'''·f .. ,.;. ,'~' "(-;- ,.' '.. .• " 
, registration, the"' age' Qr period'of residence require -i but, who, 

8 on the' day" of 
! f ; I 'I ' :'. \,. .' J , ,':' • 

the election, shall ,possess such qualif i'::ations; 
: I . . .' 

9 
"," . '"'. :'., 

'(C) Anypersori whose registration has be zn cancelled 

10 
, ' 

disqualification has on 'the ground oi'disqualification'~d such 

11 
.: ':. • ... " " ."' '. : ." •. / • t . '\ t' • ," 

subsequently been lifted or rl!oloved; and 
, , , ' 

.; 

.12 , ((4)] 
" .'. _.' . \' . " . ' 

[A] AllY voter whose registration t IS been can-

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

• 20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

celled) due to failu~e' to'vote in the two' (2) s~~'ces~i ve preceding 
',.., . .. : -. " :' :;; .: 

regular elections. 
~ , >' \ :.! :' 

(Sec. 117, BP 881) 

SEC. [154] 155. Re-registration. - A voter reghltered in the 
.. ~ I . r: : ~,: '.. ." 

pe:l:manen't lis't of voters need not register anew fc"r subsequent 

elections uriles~r he' tra~j~f~rs' his r;~id~~ce to another city or 
:;-. If'", 

-.' ,-" ',',. 

Any person who transfers his' residence to ,mother city, 
, • tTY' -. ,.,,,~. ''''. ..... i, ... ;',: ~,':: .l(':".' ".v ") 

mun~c~pal~ty or country solely byr~ason of hill occupation; 
~ • .••. I '!" .;';' ,.,~"'" jl ',I ~ '!' ',~ '. r.: ',:i 
profession; employment in private or public servic,~; educationa:;t 
'", .' ," :' ,"-.f· \" . 'I' .' .. (. '.' ' 

activities; work 'in military or naval reservaticlns within the 

PhJ:iippih~s;' s~rvic~ in th~ '-~hilip;ine Army, Ravy, Air ,Force, the 
I ' . •. t 

~ational Police Forces; or confinement or detention in government 
. "I I J" .• 

in~titutions in accordance with law, shall ROT be ,deemed [not] to 

helve iost 

SNC. 

his origi~~i residence. (Sec. 125, BP F181) 
'. :. . I .' \ ."' -. . 

[155) 156. Illiterate 21: disabled ~urplicants. 
.... ti!' , . 

- The 

'application for registration of an iliite'rat,e or physically 

disabled 'person may be' prePared by any relative withi~ the fourth 
.' I, ,.. • . ::-.' . ~ .••• ,... , , 

c:!,uil' degree of consanguinity oOr affinity O'C by the election 
" 

in accordance with the data supplied ~;r the applicant. 
0' • . ,." : .~ , . .. 

.', 

r 
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The fact of illiteracy or dis~ili ty shall be, so, i~(gcated ' 

in the application., (Sec. 127, BP~l) 

SEC. [156~c157. ElectiO!ireg,iWOUon,board. - There shan 

be in each city and municipality as many election registration 

boards as there are, election officers therein. 
. P'~ , !" 

The board shall be compos,ed of "the election officer as 
.::\~ 

chairman, and 

and a citizen 

as members, the most senior public school official 
:1 ~, 

of known probity, competence and impartiality, to 
.' . .'~ 

be nominated by the citizens' arm of the Commission, if any, or 
: J-.. . . " 

civic organizations collectively, who shall be appointed by th~ 

Commission. In case the most senior public school official is 
, ' 

12' disqualified due to relationship to any candidate, the next 

13 ranking qualified public school official may be appointed in his 
. '. ~.. . 

14 s~ead. 

15 The board shall meet during office hours every last Monday 

16 of each month: Provided, That, the COmmission may require a beatd 
. !' " 

17 to meet more often as the exigencies of its duties may require. 

18 (~ec. 105, RA 6388) 

19 

20 

SEC. [157] 158. CQ!IIPERSA'I'IOR ~ Dm !oI!IIRP8 ~ %1m 1IOApn.­

HITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE ELECTION OFFICER, EACH MEMBER OF THE' 

21 BQ1lRD SHALL BE ENTITLED TO AN HONORARIUM OF ONE HOlIDRED PESOS FOR 

22 EACH DAY OF ACTUAL SERVICE IN THE BOARD, BUT SHALL NOT BE 

23 ERTITLEDTO TRAVELLING EXPENSES. (NEW) 

24 SGC. [158] 159. Rotice ADd hearing gf ARPlication. - Upon 

25 r~ceipt of [the] AN application for registration, the election 

26 officer shall set it for hearing, notice of which shall be posted 

27 iq the city or municipal bulletin board and in his office for at 
\ . . . 

. , .. _l~.r· 

28 least three (3) days before the hearing, and furnish copies, 

29 thereof to THE heads or representatives of,registered political 

30 parties in the city or municipality, On the date of the hearing, 

31 the Ellection officer shall receive such evidence as may be 

, ' 

• 

• 



• 
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1 submitted f~ror :.against the applicant. (Sec. 111, RA 6388) 

2 ,. SEC., [159] 160.""'11 ..... at right: jog register. '- Any voter, 

, 3 candidate, o~ representative of a registered political party' may 

,,4 '9billlenge in writing any application for registration, stating' 

"5 :J th~! !J:f~~' lth~J;'efor.~: .·,~1te) chapengeshallbe under::oatli 'and 

6:", [sha,pl b~;:!lt~che,d to ~e appl:ication:,:.:togeth,erwith··prOof\;:i~f 

7", no.tice",~ ~e ,,chal:lenger an!i the applicant. ';,:(Sec'~'<:1125'::RJF63~) 

81 [ ] SEC. 160 161. 'tour Jig+in'''ter atb'udi'B'qe'!!I , .. th. 
:j 

9! ." -, ,.f'~,~;, {J,~pose'\1"'9~ ":d,,terl!lining _, tbe'right: of; applicants to' be " 

10 i>, regi~tered, a!l!.vot.ers, "the -election officer,'shalT have i·tlie'''~r '."-
,I 

11' 

12 

to a~inis~eI":t.oath"issue;subpoenaE '(and subpoena: 'duces 'teCam~] .,.., ". . . I' 

"Al'D .,.lswe!l:-I'j,~: ,witnesses{ ,'and compel.' witnesses: to:'appear . 'il~d i~ 

13l .j;est;ify]., 'i ~'-,f~s ,and ,expenses incidental. thereto 'shall:oo"':paid I: 

14, ,'" ill:;, advliU,lce .by! ,the.;, party. ,in, whose' behalf ,thesUllllllOns is" issued. 

15' ,(~.:- 140':' ,R&,6388,-.Alllended) !f .,.i{ . "... ".). 1...· ~ . ." • . , , 
161 ,,': ;,:< "1 

':.y.,. 
'1 :~ .• ' ;' tI 

17. The election off·.icer sha'll submit to the board all;t;he 

IS:,. ~ep.li~tlonsrfor regisU-a.tiQn, ~iled,tog'ethet with ; the evidence 

19 1;'ec.eived j,ncj)nnection, therewi tho; , :: -The board shall, 'by "JiJajori ty 

• 

• 20, . ,yp~,. approve! or· disapprove the 'applications." 
~. . . 

.; i" 

21 r - , OpC)n ,approval.,. the election officer,' shall· 'issue ,the 

22 . c~:r:;Iie~~ding: idelltification" card, to the registerdvote'r'.' ""If 

23 ' ,the board disapproves the applicat'ion, the "applicant shall'" be 

24.furniElhe~wi..~ a, certificate. of ·.disapproval stating the ground 

25~· " thei~efor., ~e decision of ·the.board,'.shall become final five (5) 

26, 

27 " ;: SEC. 163 •. PDBLICAUOIJ i,~AC'1'IOR' a AppLICAUOI I.QB 

28 IIGISDAJIOlI. - WITHIN '.rWO' (2) DAYS·l'RQI APPROVAL 'OR DISAPPROVAL 

29. "O,F~, AP~LI~'1'J:ON, THE BOARD· SHAJoL l"OST' A NOTICE IN 'I'D' CITY OR 

30 KORICIPAL.RALL,.ARD"IN '1'HE.OFFICE,OF THE ELEC'l'ION,OFFICE'STATING , : "" ,', .- ,.. . : 

31 TH~ RAME,AND,; ~PDRE.SS,OF THE! kl'PLICANT, THE D'ATB OF THE 

....... ,;.:.~ "'-...... '. 

f. 
.) . . ~"/;"'-'.\ 

. ", ";' ... "', ;' 

." ( 

; •. :.: . 

" 
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1 APPLICATI.ON AND THB ACTION TAKBN THBRBON PBRSONALLY~ BY. 

2 RBGISTBRED MAIL '" OR SPBCIAL' DELIVBRY TO THB HEADS OR 
,~~,.~. - , 

3 ~PRBSEHTATIVBS OF REGISTERED POLITICAL' PARTIBS IN TBB' CITY OR 

4 , IIQRICIPAIiIft •. (SEC. 113, RA 6388) 

5 . ::' . SBC. [162) lU. prolonaUOD ~. yot;en' . rogiwUaUOD 

6 recordl. - .The elect~on officer shall COIIiplle his copies of the 

7 approved applications for registration aDd arrange the saae 

8 alphabetically by precinct in the books of voters. He shall 

9 .. 
J

• p~erve said books Qf voters to ensure its iDtegrity. The other 

10 tWO (2) c;:opies of the " registration records shall be SeAt to the 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

~~u.- or the provincial and national central files withiD three· 

(,3)' days afteri:ll.1t approval by the board becOllles final.. (Bec. 

125, RA 6388) 
,'. ~ 

·'.i 
SEC. [~63) 165. ,Prgriiaclal central fila • ..;. There shall be a 

\ 
provincial central file consisting of the duplicate copies of all 

registration records in .each city and municipali"ty in the 

17 province. It shall be under the custody. of the'. provincial 

18 e~ectiOD supervisor and shall be compiled alphabetically by 

19 preciDct. (Sec. 91, 1978 Be) 

20 " Should the books of voters in the custody of the election 

21 officer be lost or destroyed at a time so close to election day 

22 that there is no time to reconstitute the same, the eorreSpondiDg 

23 books of voters in the provincial file shall be used during the 

24 voting. (sec. 130, BP 881) 

25 SBC. ["164] 16.6. lIat:ione1 ceDtral filA. - There shall be a 

26' national central file under the custody of· the Co .. ission in 

27 Manila consisting of a compilation of the third'copies of all 

28 approved voters' registration records. (sec. 92, 1978 Be) 
.' .. . 

29 [SBC. 165. I'gbU,caUOD ~ acUOD Sl.Il AgglicaubD .fAx 
; , • Ii . T I. 

30 registration. - lfithiD two (2) d,ays from approval or disapprovall . ,. .: 

31 . of an ap~ication, the board shall post a notice in tOe '~ity or . , 

• 

• 
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1 municipal [building] HALL' and in the office of the election 

2 officer stating 'the name and address'of .the applicant, the date 

3 of the application .and the action taken thereon.' The election 

4 officer shaU ,se~ve a. cbpY'''thereof .. {by] :'persOnafLY, BY [or] 

5 registered MAIL on special del'ivery' to' the heads or 

6 representatives of'registered political parties in the ·city·· .. or 

7 municipality. (Sec. 113, RA 6388)] 

8' SgC. [166] 167. Voter's idlntification~. - The voter's 

9 identification. card issued' to the registered voter shall be 

10' considered [as] a document for his identification. No duplicate 

11 copy thereof, shall ,be issued [except] TO ANY PERSON OTHER THAN 

"2; " THE REGISTERED VOTER AND ONLY "upon authority of . the 'Commission. 

13 T~e ,identification card shall bear the name and address of 

14 the voter, h;is date of ·birth, sex, civil status, occupation, 

15. photograph, thumbmailt, the' 'city 'or mlmicipality and number of 

16 the precinct where he is, registered, 'his signature, voter's 

17 serial number, and the signature of the chairman of the'-election 

18 rE7'g:i,stration board." (Sec. 129, RA 6388, lUnended; Sec. '129, BP 

19 

21 

22 

881), " i' , ' 

~c. [167] 168. Chango 2f rosidence'.tg anothe); !Cit7 gx 

nJ1J)icipal,ity. '- Any registered TToter who hMr transferred 

reside.,ce to another, city or muniCipality may te-glster as a voter 

23 ~n his ne,t!' residence after applying· for the c\Utcellation of his 

24 previous . . ""..~ 
registration with the :election 'bfficer of his new 

25 reBid.ecce. (Sec. l19, ,PA 6388) , '. 

26 ~im!:.,!r~?O] 169. 1 ~hange Q.f' 'eddresS !A !h~ SADe city gx 

27 mmci.oolit~. ;:-.• ,Any voter who has changed his addres3 in the same 

28 city ci: ,t!l,?:;:.icipa:).ity shall immerliately notify' the election 

29 officer ;'IiElmOF .in';v~;i.tin~. If the change of address involves a 

30 

31 

~haI1ge,';, in precin,g.t.,:, t~ ooard shall transfer his 'registration 

recprd to t.he p:rec~tbQp)t: of voters of' hf'ii new precinct and 
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1 notify the voter of his new precinct. All ~han'9"es of address, 
",'i .1 

2 

3 

shall, be reported to the offices of the provinci'al, and national" 
, .' ~ - '-':' ,-. . 

central files. (Sec. 87, 197~ Ee]) 
~, . l' <.(;>. 

4 SEC. [169] 170: enCen.UOD gf rogi.t:rat::.iJm. - The board' 

5 

6 

7 

shall can~el the registr~tio'!l and remove the, registration records, 

of the f~llowing persons fr(',m the cor~esponding precinct ~ks of.', 

v'oters and place the same in the inactive' f,i:·.e after entering, 

8 therein the cause or causes of cancellation: 

9 (1) Those who have iied as certified to by the local civii~ 

10 registrar;' 

11 (2) Those who wer) sente,nced by final judgment to suffer 

12 i~prisonment of n,ot Ie 3S than one (1) y~ar or found, guil,ty of 

13 ~~ving violated ~heir ~llegiance to ,the Republic of the 
, , 

14 ,Philippines as certi fied to by th~ clerks of court OF THE, 

15 ~OPOLITAN ARD ~,GIO!lAL TRIAL COURTS; and 

16 (3) Those who did not vote in the two (2) successive 
::: . 

17 pr.eee4ing regular el(:ctions as shown by their voting ,records. 

18 For this purpo: Je, the local civil registrar in the .c:it:J or 

19 m~nicipality and tlle clerks of court of the metropolit~ [trial 

20 c~urts]' and ,regie .1a1 trial courts shall furnish tbe elej:tion 

21 ()fficer conCl!il;Ded at the end of each month a certified list of 
, .' 

22 ~ersons with J:';teir addresses, who have died or bave been, 

23 ,~entenced by, fj nal judgment to suffer imprisonment ~f not less, 

24 ~han one (1) . 'ea~ or found guilty of hav,ing violated their 

25 ~llegiance to ~e Republic of the Philippines. 

26 The elec!::ion officer shall post ,in ,the bulJ,etill hoard of his 

27 ~ffice a list:"of those persons ,,,hose registrat:iPnwas cancelled 

28a,nd ,the reas':>DB therefor, and furnish copies thereof, to ,the local 
'. ' , -

29 ~eads of politi~alparties, the national aftd provincial central 
," ,', '~ , '. ' 

30 files, an4 the persons concerned or ~e 'lamediate members of 

31 their famides., t8ec. 117,'RA 6388, .aaendeiS;,,sec. 123, BP 881) 

, 

• 

• 
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SEC. [170]. 171. PrermUQD mm publication at .tI!& cert;i£iad , 

l.1n.llf voters. - Tbe board sball prepare a certified .list of 

voters [tbJ~ty (30)] FORTY FIVE (45) days before a regular 

election '~9 [fifteen (15)] THIRTY (30) days before a special 

election and.furnisb copies tbereof to tbe provincial and , 
national central files. [Upon payment of fees as fixed by the 

commission, the c]Capdidates and beads of registered political 

parties may also be furnished copies thereof UPOB PA"l!MER'.r OF FEES 

AS FI~ BY ~HE COMMISSION. Any LIST THE ENTRIES OF WHICH ARB 

changeD or [correction] CORRBCflm [in the said. list] shall be 

distributed in the same manner as a supplementary.list. 

~h,.:bo.ard cshall al~o furnish two (2) certified copies of 

saio list of voters, including the supplementary list,' if any, to 
. . .. ~, . 

tbe board of election inspectors for posting in the polling 

place and for its use· on election day. '(Sec.' 113, RA 6388, 
,. ,; 

• 
Anended; Sec. 135, BP 881, Amended) 

slle. [nl) 172" aeaHng Af prec:i.Act Jmgk Qf voters. - Tbti 

board sball, [twenty (20)] TBN, (10),. days before a regular 

elEiCtion and [ten (10)]FIVB (5) days 'before a special election, 

'seal all precin.ct books of voters and certify [as] to the 
. ; :. . \ 

;1 cO:llpleteness of the registration. records for each precinct. Ail 

,2 candidates"eatchersof. registered' political parties and members 

.,3 of the board of election inspectors sball have the right to be 
... , :. ~ . 

,~ present during the se~ling of the 'precinct books of voters and 
• 
~5 to veri~y their cont~ts before the books are closed and sealed. 

. -:: .• ',: . l _ 

The eleotio.n offl,cer shall deliver the sealed precinct book 'of I \ . ,7 ; voters.1:9 .tJ:\e. .~ai~ of the board· of. election inspectors when 

28 the lat·tar· secures its official ballotS and other paraphernaii~ 

29 ~or election day. (Sec. 118, RA 6388~: Amended) 

30 I 
B~C. [172] 173. Jurisdiction in inclusion And exclgsion 

~1 >~§m@. ~ The municipal and metropolitan trial courts shall bave 

-- ._--.., 

, 
, 
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1 original and exclusive jurisdiction over all cases of inclusion 

2 and exclusion of voters in their respective cities or 

3 municipalities." Decisions of the municipal or metropolitan trial 

4 courts may be appealed by the aggrieved party to the regional 

5 trial court within five (5) days from receipt of notice 

6 thereof; otherwise, said decision shall become final and 

7 executory. The regional trial court shall decide the appeal 

8 

9 

i,within ten (10) days from· the time [the appeal] IT is received 

and its decision shall be immediately final and executory. No 

motion for reconsideration shall be entertained. (Sec. 138, BP 

881) 

10 

11 

12 SEC. [173] 174. Petition ~ inclusiQD Qf voters !A tbft' 

13 ~. - Any person whose application for registration 
'. II 

has 'beeil' , 
: , 

14 q.isapproved by the board or whose, name has been stricken out from', 

15 the list may, file with the court at any time except. [twenty-five ,; 
, .. !: 

16 (25)] FORTY (40) days before a regular or special election, a 
j' ,j 

17 petition to include his name in the permanent list of voters of, 

18 bis precinct. It. shall· be supported by a copy of the disapproval,:' 

.19 

20 

21 

of his application and proof of service of notice of his petition 

[upon] TO tbeboard. The petition shall be decided within 

fifteen (15) days after ITS filing. 

22 If, the decision is for the inclusion of. the voter in the,' 
I' 

23 peI'l!lanent list of voters,'the board shall activate the applica-

24 tion for registration previously disapproved by entering there .~ 

25 the order of.inclusion and placing the said application in thr, 

26 corresponding precinct book of voters. (Sec. 139, BP 881) 

27 SEC.J174] 175 •. voters excluded through: inadveneJlCf 21: 

28 regi.stelt"oo HUh !m erroneous m;: IlisspelledDMA. - Any registe:'ed 

29 voter who has not been included in the precinct list of ~;~ers 

30 

J1 

or 't!'h.Q has been included therein,'with a wrong or Diisspelled :.lame' 

/lmay file with the board ali application for reinstateme n t or., 

• 

• 
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1 correction of name. If it is denied or not acted ,upon, he may 
" 

2' " 'file 'on any date with the proper municipal-or metropolitan trial 

3 ciourt a petition for an order directing that his name be entered 
" 

'4 or corrected in the list. Be ehall attach to the petiti~n a 
. " ;; .' 

, ~ "." certified copy of his registration record or identification 'card 
6 or the entry of his name in the, list of voters used in the 

7 preceding: election, t0getber with proof that hi~ application was 

8 denfl!d'or liot acted upon 'by the board and ,that he has served 

9 notice thereof [upon] 'lOthe boat1J.. (sec. 140, BP 881) 

10 

11 

14 

15 

SEC. [175] 176. Chimed ..u dnaistep4 voter. - Any 
, • -1' ::' " '.!" ',,"- '{' -

r;,egistered voter whose n_e has been changed by reason of 

marriage or by virtue of a court order may fi'l~ an application 

~ith' the board asking that his OR ima name be changed accordingly 
, , 

in the list of voters. ; . 

, , 
(sec. 141, BP 881) 

SBC. [176j 177. Petition tax gcluaipp at voter. ~,.tH 

16 liat. - Any registered voter, representative of a registered 

17 

18 

19 

political pa~ty, or the election officer in the city or 

municipality may, at any time except ttw~-five (25)] PORTY 

(40)' days before a regular or special e.leCtion, file with the 

court a sworn petition for the ex~ion ofa voter-from the 

Permanent list of voters, givin~~e name, address and precinct 

22 of the challenged voter and ~lting as ground that he is either 
, , 

23 disqualified from'registering as'a voter or iS,illegally 

24' registered. The petition shall be accompanied by proof of nOtice 

25 to the board and. the challenged voter arid shall be decided within 

26 ten (10) days '£t:OIDfiling~ 

27 If-the decision 1~ for the exclusion, of the voter from the 
, 

28 list, the board shall, tipoQ receipt of the final decision. remove 

29 the voter's 'registrat.ion' record from the corresponding book of 

30 voters, enter- 'the ord~r' of exclusion therein, and thereafter 
, , 

31 
~, '. -, .. 

place the reCord in the'inactive file. (sec; 137, RA 6388) 

.--~., 

• 



Page 90 

.' . 

1 .. DC. [177] 178. r. 72 rgl.es CJP'!"TPing J""'gie1 groryq'1Mn 

~ votars. - [(1)] CA) Petitions for inclusion~ exclusion, O:r 

4 ~orrection of names.of v~ters shall be filed during regular .,. 
5 office bours. 

6 [(2)] .(8) Botice of the place.-.~ and ho1J:r .. of the hearing 

7 of the pe,tition shall be served upon the. members of the board and 

8 the challenged voter. at least ten (10) days prior thereto. 

9 Service of sucb notic~, may, be made .by sending.a .copy thereof by . . ' . ". . ,. ~". '. . 

10 persc;lDal delive:ry, by ,,],eaving .it in the possession of a person of 
",." 

sufficientdiilcretion in the residence of the said person, or by '. 

registered mail. . :-""" 
Should ~he foregoing procedure be not 

13 practicable, the notice ,shall .be posted in a conspicuous place in 

14 the city or mUl':icip~l hall and ~n tvo (2·) other conspicuous 

15 

16 

17 

18 

.19. 

20 

pl~ces within the city or municipality. .. ,;'.... . 
'- .-

[(3)J(C) A petitiOJ;l shall refer ~ only ·one (1)· precinct 

and implead the.b9ard as respondent. 
. .~. 

,. 

[( 4) ] (D) No. cos~ shall be IlDSesjled against any party in 

tllC!s.e proceedings. ,,-O)!.~"!er, if the· court should be satisfied 

that the application bas bee.n.filed solelyto,barass the adverse 
~. . 

21 . party and cause him to incur .t!xpenses, it ;·shal·l order the 

22 culpable party to pay. the costs and incidental expenses. 

23 [(5)] (E) Any voter, candidate,or political party wh~may, 

24 be affected by the proceedings may interven~ and present his 

25 evidence. 

26 [.{6>1 . (P) The_ciecision shall be based. on the evidenc9 
'''''-. 

27 . presented apcl in .. ~ case ~ rendered upon astipulatiop .. 1.' facts.· 

28 If the. q:uest!on is.:.whet!t.er or net thllO 'voter is reol or 

29 fictitious, bis non-appe~ranee on the day-set for hearing shall 

30 be prima :facie evl~ce that tIlecha.llenged ~ter is fictitious. 

31 [(7)] (G) The petition ehall be heard end decider! withnut 

• 
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delay. The decision shall be rendered within six (6) hours after 

the hearing and within ten (10) days from. the date of its filing 

in court. Cases appealed to the regional trial court shali be , 

, decided within ten (10) days from receipt of the appeal. In all 

cases, the court shall decide~ these petitions not later than the 

day before the election and the decision rendered thereon shall 

be immediately final and executory. (Secs. 139 and 143, BP 881) 

SEC. [178] 179. verification gf registered voters. - Subject 

to the rules and regulations promulgated by the Commission, the 

election officer shall, in order to preserve the integrity of the 

permanent lists of voters, coriduct verification of the registered 

voters of any barangay by mail, house-to-house canvass, or aerial 

survey. (sec. 144, BP 881) 

SBC. [179] 180. Annul.ent Qf book Qf voters .,- The 

Commission shall, upon verified petition of any voter or election 

officer or duly-registered political party, and after notice and 

hearing, annul ·any book of voters that is not prepared in 

accordance with this Code; or was prepared through fraud, 

b~ibery, forgery, impersonation, intimidation, force, or any 

other similar irregularity;. or which contains data that are 

statistically improbable. Ho order, ruling or decision annulling 

a book of voters shall be executed within sixty (60) days before 

an election. '(Sec. 98, 1978 EC; Sec. 145, BP 881) 

SBC. [180] 181. Reconstitution gf lost gx destroyed 

25 ., registration records. - The commission shall reconstitute all 

26' registration records which have been lost or destroyed by using 

27 the corresponding copies of the provincial or national central 

28· files. If this is not' feasible, the registered voters concerned 

29 shall be summoned by the election officer to reconst1~e their 

30 records by accomplishing a new application. BeConstituted forms 

31 shall be clearly marked with the word "RECORSTIT01~". 
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1 It sball he the duty of the election officer to i=pediately 

2 ' repprt to tbe Commission any case of loss or destruction of 

3 registration records in bis,' custody. 

4 ' Tbe' reconstitution of any lost or destroyed, registration 

5 records shall not affect the criminal liability of any person .who ' 

6 IDIlY be responsible for S11cb loss or destruction. (sec. 99, 1978 , 
7 EC; Sec. 146, BP881) 

8 SBC. [lIl1] 182. "'P'MUOIl at r.pBt,raUOIl ncordll. -' All 

9 ~egistration records in the possession of .:the election officer, 
M • '. • 

10 tbe provincial election supervisor, and .:the Commission ,sball, 
".' . . . 

11 ~uring regular office hours, be open to eumination by the, ~lic 

12 tor legitimate inquiries on electioD-rela~ matters. 
. .- , . \: . . 

13 Law enforcement agencies may, upon prior authorization and 
. ~ . . 

14 subject to regulations promulgated by the COma; ssion, have access 
!. . . . 

15 to said registration records should the same be necessary to, and 

16 in z.id. of, their investigative functions ,and duties. (sec. 100,· 

17! ~978 Be; sec. 147, BP 881) 

18 nc. [1(2) 183. C""l9Pt.edzat.ipD of tIUl, DUJMIUIRt. .JJ.B gf 

19 ypte:m. - The COImis,sion shall, computerize the [penmnent] lists 

• 

20 ,of voters nationwide ID'fO A PERlf.ARERT LIST and assign a permanent • 

21 serial nu~~r to every registered voter ,in the [peruanent] list , 

22 by city .or ~icipalityand province. " 
" 

23 The col!l!»uter printouts of the list of voters duly certif.ied 
'. 

24 [~o] by the elect:ion registration board [are] ccmsTI!'OD official 

25 documents and sball ~e used solely for election-rcelated 

26 purposes. (r;:~) 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 
, .. 
[(1)] (A') "Precinct" refers to tbe u~it of territory. 
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established by the COmmission for the purpose of voting. (Sec. 

14?, BP 881) 
" 

[(2)] (B) "Polling place" refers 'to the place where the 

bo~r~ of election inspectors conducts its proceedings 'and where 

the,voters cast their votes. (Sec. 152, BP 881) 

[(3)] ',(C) "Voting center" refers to :the building or place 

where polling places are located. (Hew) 

SEC. [184] 185. Precincts ADd their, egt·bJ i"beopt. , - EVery 

barangay , 
The 

shall have at least one (1) precinct. 

precincts established in the preceding regular elec't'i9r 
shall be maintained, but 'the Commission may, when necessary, 

abolish them or introduce adjustments, changes or new divisions. 

Unless authorized by the COmmission, 'no territory comprising an 

election precinct shall be altered or a new precinct established 

within forty-five (45) days before "a 'regular election and thirty 

·(30.) :days before a special election or plebiscite. (sec. 149, BP 

881) 

SEC. [185] 186. Arrangwent Q.f precinct. - [( 1 ) ] (A) As far 

as practicable, each precinct shall have not more than'three 

hundred (300) voters'and shall comprise contiguous 'and> compact 

territory. However, an,isl~d or group of, islands with less 

than three hundred ('300) voters may constitute a precinct. 

~ island'or group of islands having one hundred and fifty 

(150) or more voters shall constitute a precinct. 

[(2)] (B) Where a precinct has more than three hundred 

(300) voters, the Commission shall, in the interest of orderly 

elections, and'to facilitate the casting of 'votes, divide, 'adjust 

or split a precinct not later than thirtY' (30) days after the 

last day of registration of voters. ,The, dlvision or splitting 

shall be by, territory or by alphabetical arrangement of the name's 

of the voters equitably among the precincts. 
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1 ~he polling place of all the precincts createdthe~eby shall 

2 be located in the same building or cOlllpound where the ,polling 

3 place of the original ,precinct vas located, and if this be not 

4 teasible,' in a place as close ,as possible to the polling place ot 

5 the original precinct. However, the polling place ot the new 

6 pr~cinct may be·located elsewhere,upon written petition Ot the 

7 majority of the voters of the new precinct •. 

8 Every. ~~se.of alteration. of II precinct shall, be duly pub- . 

9 lished by posting a notice thereof. in a.conspicuous location in 

10 the precinct, ,and in the city or. municipal hall • 

. 11 [(3)] (e) When a precinct i,s.dividedor. wben tvo (2) or 

12 .lIIore precincts are.merged, the. board shall transfer the 

13 registration records of the voters to the correspond~~,precinct 

14 lJoolt of voters. All alterations of precincts shall be.reported 

15 ~ the national and provincial central files. .Voters thereby 

16 affected shall be notified person~lly or by registered. mail of 

17 their new precincts within ten (10) days from such division or 

18 merger but in no case less than fifteen (15) days before an 

19 election. (sec. 150~ BP 881) 

20 SBC. [186] 187. PPbu'CIlUQIl sg' ~ Qlt mgi1gSpl. 1KiDIt. - At 

21 least ten (10) days before ,a regular election or five (5) days 

22 before a special election·or plebiscite and until election day, 

23 the election officer shall post. in, his office ;mel in tbe city or 

24 municipal hall, a map of the city ,or municipality ahowing its 

25 divip!ion into barangays with their respective houndariel3 and 

26 int;licat,ing all streeta and alleys and the location of each 

27 polling place. A. map of the bar~gay ahall likewise be posted 
, . 

28 at the ~X" of each polling place. (Sec. 151, BP 881, l\loonded) 
. - . "'.'" . 

29 SEC. ,[187] let\_~Jll:UI~~D~i.CllJl gg golUIIl\S n1IM;o!l!. - The 
. . --., . -

30 location of polling places designated in th~ precec1ing regular 

31 election shall be maintained. Ro designation of polling places 

• 

e· 
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1 sball be .cb~ged\ e~cept by the Commission, motu proprio or upon 

2 .written petition of tbemajority of thevQters of the precinct or 

3 a~eeaaent of all the.poli tical -parties after notice and bearing. 

4 Ho location sball be changed within sixty (60) days before a 

5: z;egular election and thirty (30) days before a special election 

6 or plebiscite, except in case the polling place is destroyed or 

7 'cannot be used. :-' (Sec. lS3,' BP 661) 

6 Tbe Commission may, wbere tbere is a large number of 

9 illiterate or disabled voters, designate'a special polling place 

10 different from other polling places in a voting center or 

11 building. (Hew) • '! ; 

In .designating polling places, a public building sball be 

13 preferred as voting cen~er. However, wbere. no suitable public 

14 b':lilding is available, private· school buildings lIay be used. 

15 (Sec. 1SS,BP881, Amended) 

16 SEC. [188] 189. ReqpiraaoDts ~ polliDgplaces. - Each 

17 polling place shall be of sufficient size to comfortably 

18 accommodate twenty (20)- voters at anyone time. The polling 

19 place sball be located within the territory of the precinct as 

4If0, centrally as possible with respect to the residence of the voters 

21 therein and preferably along a public road. (Sec. 1S4, BP 881) 

22 SEC. [189] 190. LinitatiOQ ~.~ designation Af polling 

23 place. ~ Ho polling place shall be located in a public or private 

24 building owned, leased, or occupied by any candidate or any 

25 person related.to any .candidate within the fourth civil degree 

26 of consanguinity or affinity, or by any elected government 
-~ 

27. o~ficial - oZ"leader.of any . political party ... ~p or faction, 

28 nor .. in. any .building --or surrounding premises under the actual 

29 control of a.politi!2l ,pawt.lI'. (Sec.1SS, BP 881) 

30 SBC. [190] 191. Poster·Al!It4 11AS1 Af peUi. place. - There 

31 sball be at the door .p:f ey.ery,polliqplace on the days that the 
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1. bQ~rii of election inspectors conducts its proceedings, a poster, 

2 indicating the precinct nwaber, location of the polling place and 
it r'o ~I I "";J. I~.: ::"~". . 

3' the barangayto which it belongs.'fhe Pbilippine flag shall be 

4! ;; hOis~' c.~" front of every. building used as voting center. (Sec ~ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12' 

, :. . -f' . ,', 

156, BP 881) 
. ~ .. 

;:. :1 

" ,.': 

C. !OlD 01' BLEC'l'lo. Dar ..... 

SEC. [191] 192. CgDBt;UgUgD ~ bgard, ~ eleeUgR 
" . . . j' \, . • i ~ .. 

igmertom. - At least thirty (30) days before a regUlar election 
:- ::: 1 • . _ ','... . i ~. 

or fifteen (15) days before a special election or plebiscite, the 

coinmission shall,;dir~ctly or througb its'duly~itutb()rized 

13 representatives, coDstitute a ~ of election iDs~tOrs for 

'14 
• >. (. "" • ',-")j -: , • :" 

eacb precinct to be coaposedof a chairman aDd two (2) other 
i rl.'·" ,:)', ,.... • 

15 members, one of whom sball be designated as poll clerk. All 
. . '.:{ .,- . 

16 members of the board shall be public sc~ool teacbers, giving 

17. preference to those with permanent appointments. In case there 
I 

18 

19 

20' 

are not enough public school teachers, teacbers in private 
, ,. 

schools, employees in the civil service or other citizens of 
, 
kn~ probity and competence may be appo~nted. (Sec. 13, RA 

21 6646) 

22 83C. [192] 193. ng"i£igat;iQas.- 'fo be appointed or to act 
, . 

23 as cball"1'111m, member or substitu~ IlEiter of the board, a peraon 

24 

25 

cust: 

[(1)] (A) Be of goOd mord character and irreproachable 

26 reputation; . 

27 

28 

29 
; 

30; , 
31 

i' • 

[(2)] (Dl Be a registered voter within the province; 

'[ (3)]CC) • ': -j . 

Dot bave been convicted of any. election 

~ffonse ;or~r·aDt other crime punishable by more than six (6) 

I!IOnths of impriSonment; 
! '. 

Have no ~nding'iDfo~tioD for any election [(4)] CD) 
'1· '.' -- . . ..: ~ ...... • .1 

.J ,'.i 

. ? 

• 

• 
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1 offense; 

2 [(5)] (8) Be able to speak and write English, Pilipino or 

3 the local dialect. (Sec. 166, BP 881) 

4 SEC. [193] 19 •• DingpelificotiqDI. - Ho person shall serve 

5 as member of the board if he or bis spouse is related within the 

6 fourth civil degree of consanguinity or affinity to any member of 

7 the same board or ,to any candi~ate to be voted for in the 

8 precinct. (Sec. 167, BP 881) 

9 

10 

13 

14 

15 

, 

DC •. [19.) 195. QGIa gf PEhoD gf iIm men!. - The members 

,of the board whether permanent, substitute or temporary, shall, . 

before assuming office,take and sign an oath using the fo~s 

prescribed by the commission before an election officer or, in , .. 

h~s absence, before any member of the .bollrd present, or in. c~e 

Of the ~sence of·. tbe election officer, and other members of tbe 

h9ard, be'fore any voter. 
,:'. .. ~he oaths shall be sent immediately to , . 

16 ~d kept by the election officer. (Sec. ,165, 'BP 881) 
c. 

17 

18 the 

SEC. [195) 196. IeppDrAEr vacapci.s. - If, at the time of 

_ting of the· board, any member is absent, or the office is 

19 still vacant, theme-bers present shall call. upon the· substitute 

4Ibo t~ perform tbe duties of tbe absent member. In case sucb 

21 substitute cannot 'be found, the members present sball 

22 appoint any non-partisan registered voter .Qf the precinct to 
" 

23 temporarily fill said vacancy Until the absent member appears or 

24 the vacancy is filled. In case there are two (2) members present, 

25 they shall act jointly. (sec. 175, BP 881) 

26 BEe. (196) 197. toaggrary d •• ignatign ~. watchorn) ~ 

27 yPtBRS. - If at ~ time the board must reet, all the positions 

28 in the board are v~t, or if no~ one {It of the appOinted 

29 members sball appe.ar·, the watellers present ray designate voters 

30 of the polling place to act in the place of said members until 

31 the absentees.sball appear or the vacancies are filled. (Sec. 
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1 176, BP 881, Amended) 

2 " " QC., (197) 198. Arrest; af , .... gt; -rters. - !'be , ....... her or 

3 -hers of the board present may order the arrest of any other 

4 member or substitute thereof,' who/Lin: their ji:idglllent, has 

5 ! absented i h:imSelf with' intention of 'obstrUcting the perfor:mance: 

6, of duties of the board. (sec. 177,' BP881) 
, ' 

7 .j' BBC.' [198] 199. ReHe£' mill rmbat;UgUop af ....... rpaf tim 

8 brn!r!. - The CODnission may, for such cause as' it _1" determine, 

9 relieve or'; disqualifY'!any ....... her· of the board from acting as 

10 stich, '. arid ,;substitute 'bim with another wbo possesses tile' legal 

11 

12 

13 

i4 

qualifications'TBBRBFOR. (Sec. 170, 'BP 881) 

;'f SBC. [199]"200. Pmreru mMI bpctiODllaf tJul ..... n!. -'Tbe 

board shall bave·the fblloving powers and functions: 

[(1)] (A) [see to it] ERSURE tbat the polling place 

15 designated for the precinct is "suitabie for use on elecitlon diiy; 
16 [(2)] (B) COnduct the voting and counting of votes in:; 

17 the designated polling place'or in any other place authoriZed by : 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

the CCmilliission; 

[(3)] . (C) ,lAct as deputies of tbe Col'llii1asion in tbe!i 
! , 

supervision and control of the election in tbe pt,lling place 

tfilere they 'are assigned; and 

.... 
[(4») (D) Perform such other functions prescribed by this 

23 Cocie"or"by' tbe rules and regulat'fons promulgated by tbe 

24 COmIiioti!on [Sec. 168,BP 881]. 

25 SEC. [200] 201. PrQc;eAdtnp IK hMn'., - !'be meetings of the 

26 board shall.be public and bEl beld 'in' the polling place' «lr any 

27 ~ther place'JButborized by t..'- commission. 
.f .' . ,:! , 

28 The'ooardshalr ~t:t, through its cbilti't1ban, and decide ))1" 

29 majority vota 1:Titbout delaY"'al1'quest~oD3 nh.ich may arise tif'tbe 

30 performance of its duties. . (Sec. 172, BP 881) , 

31 SEC.' [~01] 302. Ilgthodt;,~ ~ ~ m,-t1Wa pOlUpg p1mca~ -

• 

• 
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l' The board shall have full authority to maintain order within the 

2 polling piace and its premises, keep access thereto open and 

.3, qnobstrUcted, and enforce obedience to its lawful orders. If 

. 4 any person shall refuse to obey lawful orders of the 

5 board, or shall conduct himself in a disorderly manner in its 

6 presence or within its hearing and thereby interrupt or 

7· disturb its proceedings, the board may 'issue an order in 

,8 ~riting directing any peace officer to take such person into , 
j'. 

9 fustody until the adjournment of - the meeting. Such order" 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

however, sball not be [so] executed IN SUCH A KARRER as to 

prevent any person from exercising his right to vote. Tbe order 

~hall be executed by any peace officer to whom it may be 

~~livered, but if none be present, by any other person deputized 

~n writi~ by. the board. (Sec. 172, BP 881) 

SBC. [202} 2&a. votinq priyileqe gf .,whera gf board. -

Members 'Of the board and their substitutes may vote in the 

~lling place of the precinct where they are assigned provided 

18 they are registered voters within the province, city or 
! 

19 ~icipality where they are assigned. In barangay elections, the 
'. 

~embers of .the board may vote in' the polling place where they 

21 are assigned:.provided it is within·· the barangay where they are 

22 registered voters.. The fact that a member of the board voted. in 

23 the polling place where he is not a registered voter shall be 

24 noted in the minutes of the board. (Sec. 169, BP 881) 

25 SEC. [203] 204. Pmblhitima .Ain.t politiS-' actiVity. - No 

26 ~mber of th .. ",,_cS" shall engage in allY partisan political 

l7 activity or take part in an election)exc~ to vote and discharge 

28 ~is dutles. (Sec. 173, BP 881) , 
29 SBC. (204) 205. ~ 4i ... gf board. gf election inapestorn 

30 ADd other pftr"ODnel. - The chairman and members of the boards of 

31 el~ctioil inspectors shall each be paid a per ciiem of two hundred 
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"(p209)pes~s.on each registration or revision.day;'and four 

)l~ed .. (P40(}) pesos on ,,!lection day~, 

.SUppor~ personnel from the Depar;tment- of Education, 'CUltur~ 

and .. Spor.tsfihall each receive a per diem of one hundred (Pl00) 

pesos,du:r;ing election day. Supervisors, principals,and·other 

admiDistrators of ~e Department of EducatioD~CUlture and,'SpOrts 
. .' II 

who may be required ,by the COIIImipsion to perfoX1ll'electionduty 
- . . 

shall ea~ ~ ,entitled a per dieDLof f~uri hundred':'(P400) pesos. ,; , 
;i 

PJ:ovincial, c1 tl" IQ.!,d i caunicipal treasurers shall each receiVe 

a per diem of four hundred.~(P400)· pesos onelectioniday.· .' -. ., . . 

:rpe above provisions notwithstanding, per diems may· be paid 

in, s~cb ar:ount a3 Congress may. provide, upon. recommendation of 

~he COlrullis3ion, taking into account'tbe'prevailing cconOmlt: 
,. 

situation and consumer price and cost of living ilRliice's'." (Sec,. 

~4, •. RA 66,46,,,~. 31,RA, 7165) ~~. " J . , 

, D. DTCJIBIRS 

:JlIC. [20~]. 206. . Qlnel",- wotchera.l- Every candidate or 

registere1i political party, orgariization'or coalition -shall 'be 
,i 
, i 

. :1 

eptiUed. to onc (1) regular vataherand,' one (1) alternate'in eacb 

polling place .nnd. canY-assing ·center: Provided~'rhat~ 

candiCl&t.el3 for. the sangguniang panlalawigan, sangguniang' 

pzmlungsod, or. sangguniang?bayan belonging to the saee slate "6t 

Uc!lElt. tJball. colloctive.ly be'entitled-to~only one (1) watcher. , 

The aH:ernatenmtcber shall take over "blt:heabsence of --'the 

r~lar lIYatcber. (8es;; 26, RA 7166) 
" , 

'fhe citizens arm' of the Coll!ll!lissi:on sball 'be en"titled to i 

. ., ... r· . , 
cppoint a 'lfatcher::~iR'l-,every polling place •. Other civl.c" 

.rel..;":;~ Que. professmna'i,' 'busiftess, service,: yoaHi' and any other'· 

fJimilal: org!'!'lizatl0ns-, with piior- autbdrity of theCOmmis-\ 

• 
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" 

sion, shall be entitled collectively to appoint one (1) watcher 

in every polling place. (Sec. 180, BP 881) 

SEC. [206] 207. Om.Hfic;aUODS.- A person may be appointeqi 

watcher if he: 

[ (1) ] (A) Is a qualified voter of the city or 
.::: 

municipali ty; 
" 

[(2)] (B) Is of good reputation; 

[(3)] (e) Has not been convicted by final judgment of ,l 
. ".; 

any election 'offense or of any other crime; 
" 

[(4)] (D) Is able to read and write Pilipino, English, or 
" 

any,of the prevailing local dialects; and 

[(5)] (E) Is not related within the fourth civil 

degree of consanguinity or affinity to the chairman or any member, 
" 

of the board in the polling place where he seeks appointment 

as watcher. 

No barangay official shall be appointed as a watcher. 

(Sec. 178, BP 881) 
, " 

SEC. [207] 208. Kbg aD2 agpoiDtwatcbers., - Each candidate, 

political party, organization or coalition shall designate in 

every province or highly-urbanized city or district in the 
'" 

metropolitan Manila area, a representative authorized to appoint 

watchers and furnish the provincial election supervisor or the 

city election officer the list of such representatives. The 

provincial election supervisor shall furnish the municipal 

election officers and election officers of component cities with 

said list. 

In the case of Metropolitan Manila, the designation of the 

persons authorized to appoint watchers shall be fil9d with the 

Corresponding city or municipal election officers. (Sec; 178,- BP 

881) 

The appointment of the watcher shall bear the signatu're of 
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1 t~e candidate or the duly,-authorized representative of the 
.j • • ".'-: 

2 : poli,tical party. organizatiqn or:-. ,coalition who appo~ted him. 
f . . . 

3 BBC. (308] 209. Right. IIIII!l 4ut;iN af, .. t ...... m.- A ~tcher 

4 shall. upon entering the polling place. present and, deliver to 

, 5 tbe chairlllan of the,bolt.rd bis, appointment. His .nlllle shall be 

6 

7 

8 I 

9 \ 
i 

recorded in the minutes with a notation under bis signature that' 

he is not disqualified as watcher. 

rile WAtchers shall have the right to: 

[(1)] (A) Stay in the space reserv~ for them inside the 

10 I polling place or, canvassing; center; 

11 " [(2)] (B) Witness and infont themselves of the proceedings 

12 of the board; 

13 

14 

15 ~; 

16 

[(3)] ,(C) 'lake,.notes of what, they ~y see or bear; 

[(4)] (D) Photograpb the proceedings and incidents. if 

[(5)] (B), Pile a protest against any irregularity which 

17 they believe may have' heeD COIlIIlitted; 

18 [(6)] (F) Obtain fram the, board a certificate as to thQ 

19 filing of sucb;protest and the resolution thereon; 

20 [(7)] (G) Have unimpeded view, of the ball~~s during the 
' ... 

21 counting' of votes and of the election returns and ce.rtificate of' 

22 canvass during the canvassing; 

23 [(8)] .(H) Read the election returns or certificate of 

24 canvass after they, shall have been complet~ and signed by the 

25 board; and 

26 

27 

[(9)] (I) Secure a certificate of the nuBber of votes 

obtained by the candidates. . j 

28 'lhe watchers shall 'not converse with any person in a l!!lUUler 

29 that ~uld distract the proceedings of the board. 

30 The watchers of the major accredited political party. 

31 organiaation or coalition ·in the precinct shall affix their 

• 
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1, respective signatures and thnmbmarks on the 'election returns. If 

2 a~y of ,them is not available,,';or is unwilling or refuses to 

3 affix his signature, or ,thumbmarkon the election returns, any 

4 watcher present may be required by the board to do so. ('Sec. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12, RA 6646, Amended) . - ~ .~, . , . 

.', '. 

All'l'ICLI: ,VI. BLBC'I'IOJI'I'OIIIS,' SUPPLIES AlIJ)' PABAPHBpNIJ.U 

, , 

SBC. [209] 210. Official ,boHo1;s. - [(1)] (A) Official 

ballots shall be provided by the Commission .. They shall be 'of 

uniform size and printed on white security paper to be 

manufactured,WITH SECURITY MARKING S before the election with 

13 [secur~ty markings]. Each ballot shall be .rectangular in shape 

14 with stub and detachable 'coupon containing the serial number of 

15 the ballot, and a space,for the thumbmark of the voter on the 

16 detachable coupon., It. shall bear at the top on the middle 

17 portion thereof the coat of arms of the Republic of the 

18 Philippines, the words "Official Ballot["]," the ·name of the city 

19 or municipality and province, the date of the election,' and the 

22 

following notice: "Fill out this ballot secretly. Do not put any 

distinctive mark on any part .of the ballot.," 

[(2)] (B) Th~ ballot s~ll contain the offices to be voted 

23 for with sufficient space opposite or below the name of each 

24 office indicated by horizontal lines where the voter may write 

25 the names of. the can4idates to be voted for. 

26 [(3)] (e) Nothing shall be printed at the back of the 

27 ballot. (Sec. 181" BP 881; Sec. 23, RA 7166) 

28 SBC. [Z10) ~11.· BlectioD returns. - The election returns 

29 shall be of uniform size and of such color as may be 

30 determined by t.~e Commission. Copies of returns shall be 

31 prepared in the number, [as] prescribed in this Code. Each copy 
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1 ,shall JJear the name of the office for which it is intended. ne 

2 'returns shall be of special kind of paper 80 that the entries on 

3 the first copy"can be clearly, reproduced on the other copies 

4 thereof. " (Sec.- 2U, BP 881) , , 
" 

5 SEC. [211]212 • .... At m""'d'1;es ill olm;tipp nwru _ 

6 tally ..,. ..... The naaes' of, the candidates for Pr:esident, Vice-

7 President and Senator and,' whenever practicable, those of th~' 

8 candidat~s for other offices, shall be printed in the election 

9 returns ,arid tally paper ~,Bach nUle shall be 'followed by ~ 

10 nickname or stage naae as indicated in bis certificate of 

11 ,candidacy. , (Sec. ", RA 6646) 

12 BBC. [212] 213 •• riRtiDS gf official bnllota, ftloctiog 
" . 

13 !!:QbJIl£!!I\8 ·Dd qarti£iCAtjog Gf 'C· ........ - The official ballots, 

14 ~lection returns and certificates of canvass shall be printed 

15 upon orders of the commission and UDder its'exclusive superviSion 

16 and control. The Commission shall determine and provide the 

17 necessflry security measures in the printing, storage and 

18 distribution thereof. 

19 ~e official ballots and election, returns &hall be numbered 

20 consecutively beginning with Bo'. "1" ,in, each city or 

21 lEUIlicipality; 'bear the JUmBof the city or lllUDicipality in which 
, . 

22 they are to be used; and' be' printed as far as practicable, in one 

23, (1) continuous process. 

24 ~he Rational Printing, Office sball be preferred in the 

25 printing of official ballots, electioti returns and 

26 certificates of canvass. ' HoWever, if the COmmission determines 

27 upon certification by said Office that it does not have the 
, . ' 

28 Cllpobility t:Q print said foras ,in the aanner 'provided and within • 

29 the time frane set due to the unavailability of adequai:e 

30 facilities and equipMent, the commission may a~rd the printj~!g 

31 of said forms' to other capable and reputable printers through 

• 

• 
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,:,-, ,-1'-
1 public bidding. 

2 

3 

4. 

5 

6 

7: 

8' 

9 

10 

11 .12 
13 

14 

15 

16 

17 
i 

18' 

19 

• 20 

21 

22, 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

The Rational Printing Office or anyduly~authorized private 
I."' ' 

_ 4.' • :»',,~ . "~;:.i ~ .;.j 

. printer shall not sub-contract, assign, sublet, or transfer, 
. ~~. ' . r . '-, , . .1;_:, n "j':' 

partially or wholly, directly or indirectly, the printing of said 
'," • .f.'t. "." 
£orms. (Sec. 163, 1971 EC; Sec. 129, 1978 EC) 

SEC. [213] 210&. Coppittee gg printipg. - ~he Commission 
; .; .- ,':..' -

shall constitute a committee on printing composed ofa 

commissioner of the commission as Chairman and three (3) members 

from the COmmission, the commission on Audit, and the printer, 
; ;.' 

respectively. 
.. ~ '. ,.,"., . , , i 'h' 

The major political parties fielding' candidates in the 
'-.";, ;', ' 

election and the citizens' arm shall each be entitled to send 

watchers or representatives to witness the transport of the 

papers to be used in the printing of official ballots, election 
.~:~ , ',", 

returns and certificates of canvass, and the printing, storage , ' 
" 

~d distribution thereof. Said watchers may file observations or 

objections, if any, and guard the, premises of the printer inside 
'. ,. 

and outside twenty-four (24) hours a day. (Sec. 187, BP 881) 
.', 

SEC. [214] 215. Dgties gf ~ co--ittee. - Under such 
-:" 

orders or instructions as the commission may issue, the Committee 
.. i 

shall: 
. ,".'. . ~.: -, : 

[(1)] (A) Have general supervision and control over the 
...• 

printing of official ballots, election returns and certificates 

of canvass; 

[(2)] (B) Take qharge of the room or rooms where the paper 

and paraphernalia used in the printing are stored; 

[(3)] (C) Report to the Commission any irregularity which 
" -~ 

it believes may have been committ:ed; ,.and 

[(4) ] (D) Perform such functions as the commission may 

direct. (Sec. 1884 BP 881) 

SEC. [215] 216. Other cgpeittees. - The commission shall 
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create such committees as are necessary in the allocation, 
. £, . . 

verl'ficat1'on and Sbipment of ~e official ballots, 
. . 
procurement~ 

:, \ . . . . .,. ;"..~. . 

elect10n returns, certificates of canvass and other election 
• • ". J . ' I" \' • 

forms and paraphernalia .. (Rew) 
1 .: 

SBC. [216] 
.'. . .. .' . ") 

31 7. DbtdbgUOA of oUidal bo110h &lUI 

;..' ;file' ~1ssi~' shali di~tr~te' to'eacb Ci~y 
, . 

.! . ~ .'" j, -. ; '.. . • 

and municipaiity the official ballots.at the rate of one (1) \, : .. 
," .' ~ ",;.- ..;, _ . , i', . ',' 

ballot for every registe'red voter and an additional ten (10) 
. ,:.:" ; 

ballots per precinct,' an~' eleCtion returns, at the rate of one -(1) set for every precinct. 
. !: .,;. j.." , • r -: -, );.' 

The . provincial, city or l!iwiicipal treasurer, or such other 

governmsnt official vho may be tasked with the duty of storing 
. :',1. .'"'., 

and distributing election fo~s and .aterials, shall keepa· 
". . .. ': r. - j ': : , 
record of the quailtity and serial nlUlbers of official hal. Iota 

j ~ • ! ' 

and election returns allocated to the respective provinc;:~s,' 
" 

16 Cities, Illunicipalitles andpreci,ncts. Copies of such record 
.. ' ')' f.';' 

17 sball be futnished the CO-ission and the duly-authorized repre-

18 ". oentat1ves of the aCcredited political parties~ organizations, or 

19 

20. 

21 

. , . 
, .") . , ,".. . ; ~ '. 

coalitiona which fielded candidates in the election laa~iately 
, ~' . 

upon dif"ltrUmtion but not' later th8n the day after' the elect~on. 

~he CO~ieBio~ shall require the issuance of official delivery, 

22 reco:l.p'ts fcir the' official ballots, eiection returns and' other 

23 election forms and paraPhernalia. (sees. 186. and 189, BP 881) 

24 

25 

26 

27 

No official ballot or election returns shall be delivered to 
. -i 

the. "hoard of election ins~ctors earlier than the first bour of 
~. 

. " . ,,... .' 1. .' 

elect.!=~ day. However, the COJlll!lission .ay, for justif1able 
• .j -, 

remsons, a.:.d :l~ter notice 'to the candidates and the accredited 

28 JPlitical J':NU"ties, organizatiOns and Coalitions fielding candi-

29 dates :In the eleetion, authorize the delivery of official ballots' 
........ 

30 and election returns to the board of election inspectors at an 

• 

• 
,. 
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SEC. [217] 218. verification ADd, distribution. - The 
l' ';.1' 

provincial, city, or municipal trea~urer, or the official 

designated by the Commission, shall verify the contents of the 

boxes of official ballots and election returns received by them 

in the presence of representatives of the Commission, the 

Com~ission on Audit, candidates and political parties, 
( .. r '.',. ," 

organ:j,zations, or 'coalitions, and keep a record of their receipt 

",'SEC. [218] 219. rertUicate at ADYMs JYId other Mpyus1ng 

foms. - The commission shall prescribe the form of, and provide 

EVERY BOARD OF CANVASSERS, in such number of copies as may be 

required, [every board of canvassers with,] certificate of 

canvass, statement of :'~otes and certificate of canvass and 

proclamation. (Sec. 231, BP 881) 

SBC. [219] 220. Tally PAPer. - At the_b~ginning of the 

counting of votes, there shall be placed within the view of the 

board of election inspectors, watchers and the public, a tally 

paper _here the names of all the,candidates or i~sues or 

questions to be voted upon shall be written. The third member of 

the board shall record thereon the votes for each candidate or 

issue as the chairman of the board reads, the ballot. (Sec. 161, 

BP 881) 

SBC.' [220] 22i. RlUot brnres. :.. Th~ commission shall provide 

one (1) j;)allot'box for each precinct on the day of voting. Each 

ballot 'box shall contain two (2) compartments, one for valid 

ballots and the other for spoiled ballots. The boxes shall be 

uniform in s~ecifications and be provided with such device so 

that it c~n be secured in the manner as the Commission may 

prescribe. (Sec. 160, BP 881) 

B~C. [221] 222. VOting booths. - During the voting, there 

shall be in each polling place at least ten (10) voting booths of 
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s~ch size, Eipecif'ications and IIllterials as the co.aission may 
.;'} r,' 

provide to enable the voters to fill their ballots secretly. 

'(sec. 11,' RA 7166) 

8nc:~'- [222] 2:U. CorUUed lilt; Ilf qagUdat;e •• - rhe 

COl:uilissio'n'shall cause to be printed 'certified lists' of 

Candidates containing the na.es of all caDdidat:8s for each office 

to be voted, . immediately followed by the nickname or stage name 

of each candidate as indicated in his certificate of candidacy, 
. " '. \ 

9 and his political party affiliation;' if any. Said list shall be 

10 Ii )sted inside each voting booth duriDg the voting period. (Bee. 

1.1. 

12 

4, RA 6(46) 

He. (223] 224. Igrpteb1gg At heUot; ...... , eleqt.ioa fam,n 

'-3 ~ M1;mriAl.g. - The CoDilsion shalf' prepare and furnish the 

14 ballot boxes, election paraphernalia, foras, supplies and 

15 materials necessary for the registration of voters and for tho 

16 conduct of the election. 

1.7 The official entrusted by "lav or by th~ CC-issionvith the 

18 custody of· the election paraphernalia, forBs, supplies and aato-

19 riulB shall be responsible for their. stor. and preservation end 

20 

21 

22 

23 

25 

27 

23 

30 

I for any loss, destruction, illpai~t, or dalaage thereOf wile in' 
I I his custcdy. (sec. 162, BP 881) 

I ::me. (224) 225 .... fogs, 8IOrtq-rlrtna AlII!! darimo. -

'1!lll'owitbstandiD9 the preceding proviSiOns, ~ Commission l1li11' use 

1102:' adopt the latest technological and electronic devices for 

I voting, counting of votes, and canvassing and prescribe ne~ 
I EOrns, printing materials and security IIIIll'kings for the official· . 

ballots, election returns, certificates of canvass and other 

f"o= and paraphernalia: 

I The Oommiasion lilly prescribe the uSe of ineZPensive official 

Ihallotfl and election returns for barangay elections, , 
I 
'IP10biociteS[, refe'renda, initiatives] and .reculls, or G 

l. . 

• 

• 
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1 different form of ballot to facilitate voting by illiterate or 

2 disabled voters. provided that the integrity of the 'ballots and 

3 election returns is assured. (Sec. 23. RA 7166; Sec. 181. BP 

4 881) 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

e 12 

13 

14 

15 

AR'!'ICLE VII. CASTIKG AIIJ) COUJft'UG 0J1 voms 

A. CASTIKG OF VOTES 

SEC. [225] 226. voting hours. - The casting of votes shall 

start at seven 0' clock in the morning and end at three 0' clock in 

the afternoon of election day. except when there are voters 

present within thirty (30) meters in front of the polling place 

who have not yet cast their votes. in which case ,the voting shall 

continue to allow said voters to cast their votes w:\.thout 

16 interruption. The poll clerk shall. without delay. prepare a 

17 complete list containing the names of said voters consecutively 

18 numbe,red. and the voters so listed shall be called to vote by 

19 announcing each name repeatedly three (3) times in the order ~.n 

which they are listed. Any voter in the list who is not present 

21 when his name is called shall not SUBSEQUBRTLY be permitted to 

22 vote. (Sec. 190. BP 881) 

23 SgC. [226] 1.27. PrelimipAries ~Q tb§ voting. - [(1)] (A) 

24 The board of election inspectors shall meet at the polling pIece 

25 at six thirty o'clock in the morning of election day and see to 

26 it that they have the book of voters pertaining to the precinct.. 

27 list of voters. certified list of candidates. voting booths. 

28 ballot box, official ballots. indelible ink. ballpens. and other 

29 forms and aupplies. 

30 [ (2) ] (B) The chairman of the board shall open the ballot 

31 box. empty both of its compartments. exhibit them to all ~ose 
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1 present, then lock its interior covers. 
, , 

2 [(3)J (e) The chairman and two (2) members of the board 

3 shall each keep one (1) of the Iteys to the padlocks during the 

4 voting.' 

5 [(4)] (D) The chailCllllUl shall forthwith show to the public 

6 and the watchers the package of official ballots and the book of 
," 

7 voters duly cealed and thereafter break the seals. Such fact 

8 ' shall be entered in the minutes together with the number of pads 

9 and the serial nutllbers of the ballots. 

10 [(5)] (If) The ballot box shall remain locked, untllthe 

11 voting is finished and the counting begins. Botrever, if it 

12 Ilhould IoacO\1le necessary to make room for rwre ballots, the board • 

13 may, in the preeence of the members and the watchers, opeo the 

14 box; the chairr.!rul ahall press do'lm t7ith his', hands the ballots 

15 contained therein ttithout reIlIDVlng, any of them; and thcreaf'ter 

16 the board s!'> .. illl Bg;.lin clase the holt and loclt it. (S=. 191, BP 

17 Bal) 

13 SIle. [tl2'vl il6e.~.E~ ~ .Yl ~ ~ ~1l l!!lJ?J\~ 

19 !),!:li.!3I:::::J. ,- During the voting, only the iollct'Ying perr::Ol!},D ,tllt.lall b~ 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

[(11.)] 

[(2)] 

[(3)] 

[(5)] 

(D) The watchers; 

{e) '1!:!e lI:«!pre:lentilti'!Te£l of the C«:;)ission; 

(D) 21::03 vote .. ":) =~:w,g their '!1ot£z; 

(T&) The vc'!:olc't3 ~tli ting for their tilTon to use tile 

booth, ':t1ho~le nUz.1bar shall not exceOO. bJica the llllElOOl: of 1oootlm; 
"-' ".' "{". ,. 

I i:~6)] (!:") Ths vo'I;0r~ waiting for, th<llir tmrn to CIa"'lt t..'1eir 

I votea.uho!l?o nu .. ~X' l!t!.ll:n not .:mceed tttrEmt:r (20) at <!!lily 0Jl'S! t:1=. 

I [It Elha?c~. be unlaw:!:t\! for any] Ul'!~ESS m"BC:i:p.][Chl.iU~, 

• 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

(; 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

• 12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 '. 20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 
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Force! of the Philippines or the Philippine National Police or 
". " r." , , . . 

any peace officer or armed person belonging to any extra~legal 

police agency~ spe~ial force, reaction force, strike force, Civil 

Armed Forces GBographical'units (CAFGUS), barangay tanod,units, 

or other similar forces or para-military forces~. i~9luding 
." . 

security guards, . special policemen,' and all other armed or 

unarmed extra-legal police officers, [to] SHALL enter any 
. . .... • t" . 

polling place or an area within a radius of thirty (30) meters 

thereof, except to vote, but in such case be sball immed~ately' 
-leave tbe polling place after voting. 

Houever, the board may, if it deems necessary, order in 

writing for the detail of a policeman or any peace officer for 

.th~i·i: protection or for tbe protection of the election 

crocUlllents Nld paraphernalia. Such order shall be entered in the , 

minutes. Said policeman or peace officer shall stay outsi4e the 

polling pie'ce near enough to be easily called by the board at any 
I .• • . 
,''t:.l.E.f3 • 
I 

.,' _ ,~ ..... , ... ", .. ': . , 
-'~o"'pOli'cieman or peace officer shall enter or stay in.si""e the 

IPCllir.g plac~ except when there is an actual disturbance ~f the 

EJd:!'.ce a'i.d order therein. In no case sball the said policeJI!8D or 

p~ac0 offic~r prevent' or obstruct in any .anner the fre~ access 

I of tMvot~rs to th~·PI>.~ling. p~,~~e~ ... " .' ..... 
'. No carongay official shall enter any polling place except to 

VO~R, in whicb case, he shall leave the polling place 

imn~din:t.elY':~fter' ~ti~g. (Sec. 192, BP 881, Amended) 

I! ",' :sre~; '[ala] :d9: Ch ..ilOI!lg8 lIgIliDst illegal vote~~. - [(1)] 

I ~A>' 'A,.T),"]" ";oter or ~atcher may challenge an~ lX'1:'Son offering to 
, " 

. 
For not being registered; 

Por using the name of another; or 
~ . I ............ ~ "~.,- ." .••• -~ •.• ~ : . 

. FOr:"suffering 'from any disqualification, 
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1 In such case, the board shall satisfy i taelf ,as to whether , 

, 2 or not the ground is true by requiring proof relative to the . .' . 

3 registration, the identity, or qualification of the voter. 

4 [(2)] (8) Ro voter shall be required to present bis 
, 

5' vot.er's identification card on election day unless bis identity 
, r. 

6 is challenged. Failure to produce bis voter's identification 
,'." 

7 card shall not preclude bim fro. voting if his identity say be 

8 sholm from the photograph, fingerprints, or specillen sigJUltures 

9 in h~s registration, record in the book of voters or if be is 

10 identified under oatb by a meaber of the board. Such 

11 identification shall be reflected in the ainutes of the 'board • 

12 (sec. 199, BP 881) 

;13' nc." [329] 230. ""'110 ,. he'ed all COrt." illogal &,GU' -

,14 Any voter or watcher lillY challenge any voter offering to vote on 
. j 

'15 the gTound that the challenged person has: 
,~ .' 

[(1) ] Received or expects to receive, paid, offered, 
," .;. 

16 

17 or-promised to pay, contributed, offered, or promised to 

18 contribute money or anything of value as consideration for his 

19 vote or' for the vote of anOther; 

20 

21 , 
22 

[(2)] (8) Made or received a proa~se to influence the 

giving or withholding of any such vo~; ,or 
!. !.':. ': . . . - . 

[(3)] (e) Made a bet or is interested directly or 

23 indirectly in a bet wbicb depends upon tbe result of tbe 

24 election. 

25 The challenged person shall take an oath before the board 
, ' , 

26 that bo bas not ~lIIIDitted any of the ,acts alleged. Upon taking 
, 'v 

such oath, the challenge shall be disaissed and tbe voter, 
" , ': 

28 allowed to vote. However, in case of bis refusal to tak~ such 

29 oath.' the challenge shall be sustained and be shall not be 

30 allowed to vote. (sec. 200. BP 881) 

31 
Ii , I . -, ~ , ~ ," 

~. [230] 231. ,.!ria.top d choUopge4 Db I_stadel ill 

• 

.' 
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crillinal proceedings. - The admission of the challenged vote 

under the two (2) preceding sections shall not be conclusive upon 

any court as to the legality of the registration of th~ voter 
I' " '. ',' 

challenged or OF his vote in a criminal action for illegal 
, , , ., 

5. registration or voting. (sec. 201, BP 881) 

6 SBC. [231] 232. Record 2f M'Uenge' Ud oatM. - The poll 

7 clerk shall keep a record of challenges and oaths a~d .the 
, .,-','. 

8 resolution of the board in each case and, upon the termination of . 

9 the voting', certify that it contains all the challenge~ m!lde. 
';.- :, ~:-

10 The original of this record .. _shall be attached to the original. 

11 copy'of the minutes of the voting. (Sec. 202, BP 881) 
, l' .. .'. 

~ 

26: 

27: 

28 

SIC. [232] 233. Order of yptjpg~ - The voters shall vote in 
'\1 . 

the order of their entrance to the polling place and imm~iately 

depart after having cast their votes. (Sec. 193, BP 881) 

SEC. [233] 23'~'''''pner at obt:aiping ballot:. - The voter .. 
shall approach the chairman. of the board and give his name, 

address and other data concerning his person. In case any member 
"', 

of the board doubts his identity, the board shall check his 

voter's identification card, or, if he has none, the boa~ shall 
)" 

refer to his registration record in the book of voters. 

If the board is satisfied with the voter's identity, the 

chairman' shall announce .his name in a tone loud enough to be 

heard throughout the polling place. If such voter has not ~ 

challenged, or if, having been challpDged, the question has been 
.'." 

deciqed in his _favor, the 'loter shall affix his signature in the 

voting record. 

The chairman shall enter the serial number of the ballot.' in 

the voting record, authenticate the ballot, apply indelib~e ink 

29 on the voter's right: forefinger nail, and thereafter deliver to 

30 the voter the ballot correctly folded. No person other than the 

31 chairman. shall deliver off~ciai ballots nor shall more than one 
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(1) ballot be delivered to any voter at one time'" (See'. 194) BP 

881) 'F 

;. . \ \ ",:: ~ -;, . 

SEC. (33~] 335. D)Q gf 'Pdel1h]e iDk. - Before del~vering 

the b8.11ot to; the voter, the chairman of the board shall apply a . 
, '·1 

8 

. 9 

drop of indelible ink on t:h~ voter' s right' :foretlDgernall . el:C,;. if' 

there be none, on any'avahabl~ fingernail.' I;. VOter who, for any 

reason~ refuses to ~ stained'with indelible ink or whose finger 

already'showB staino! indei1ble ink shall not be given a ballot. 

such facts shall be entered in the lIIinutes of the board. '(&ec • 

10' '198'(d) BP 88i, Amerided) 
l-' . 

1l SEC~ [235] 236'.' AgthanticaUOn gf t1uI ballot. !iefore ! 

12 I' delivering a ballot to the voter', the chairma~ of' the bo~rd ;,. 

13, Bhali~'in the presellce of the voter, affix bis signature ~t' the 

baclttheireOf. (Sec. 24, RA 7166) 14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 
,-; 

" 

22 

23 

, SEC. [33:6] 33 7. MaDnei At yoUng ~ Voting sball be 

cOnducted in the followirig sequence: 
, :: 

[(1)] (A) The voter" up'on receiving bis ballot, shall 

proceed to fA voting booth and there fill 'his ballot by writing 

in the proper space fot' eacboffice' the naa~ of' the caridiciate 

for whom be desires to vote.(8ec. 195, BP Ml) 

[('2)]: CB) After" the voter has filled' bl:s ballot, be 

shall fold n: in tbe aue Clanner as t:ben be' 'rec'eived it lind 

return' it to tha! cbDirimn. 

'[(3)] (e) ~ 'fhe'''chairinan sball, vitbin the , vievof the 

25 ,', i vote:!:', ,,~ tht! l!IeIilIha~s of board and without unfolding the ballot 

26 or seein~ its contents, verify its serial number from tbe 

27votingr~rd Where it. 'tJaS previously entered. 

24 " " 

28 " : ( .. )] (D) In the presence of the members of th';;' board, the " 

29 vI)ter shall ~:efix bis tbnmbmark on the corresponding space in the 1 

! 30 " (!Cux;:o=. 

3i - [(5)] 'l'he voter shall affix b,is tbnrtbmark beside his 
I" 
~. ( 
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1 signature in the voting record; 

2 

3 

[(6)] (F), The chairman shall sign the voting record, 

[ (7) ] (G) 'the chairman shall, after finding everything to 

4 be in order, detach the coupon in the presence of the voter and 

5 the other members of the board and depoeit the folded baHot in 

6 the compartment for valid ballots, Qd the- detached coupon, in 

7 the compartment for spoiled ballots. 

8 ,[(8)] (8) 'lhe\vo.ter shall then depart. (s.c. 198, .. 881, 

9 Allended) 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

·20 
21 

22 

23 

, 
\ 

SEC. [237]238. ProbibiU,oDB All yot,ipg. - It shall be 

unlawful for a voter to: 

[(1)] 

[(,2) ] 

(Al 

(D) 

uSe a booth,being used by another; ( 

Fill his ballot accompanied by another', excer:t 

in the case of an illi,terate or disabled voter; 

[(3)] (C) Fill his ballot for a time longer than 

necessary; 

[(4)] (D) Prepare [theJ8IS ballot vlthout using the 

voting booth; 

[( 5)] (E) Exhibit the contents}J of tbe ballot to. any' . 

person; , . 

[(6)] .(F) Erase any·;printing froathe ballot;· 

[(7)] (G) IDtentionallytearor deface t;»"'; 

[ (8)] (8) Put. any distinguishi-.r mark thereon'; 

24' . [(9)] (I) Use-~raon paper, paraffin paper, or other means' 

25 'of making a copy of the contents 'of 'the ballot; or 

26 [(10)] (J) Make use of any other scheme to· identifY, his 

27 vote. (Sec. 195, DP 881) 

28 SEC. [238] 239. Pr'D'rA\iQD At ~JJot. fg[ illiterate ADd 

29 

30 

disa~ yot,ers • .;.. No voter sballbe allowed to vote as 

illitera.te or physically disabHtd unless t:llat fact is so 

31 indicated· in llis registration record.' 

Ii 
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1 A voter who is illiterate or physically)··unable to· prepare 

2 the.ballot by h~l£ maybe assisted. in the., preparation of his 

3 ballot. bYr·.il re~ative.within U1er.£ourth· civil degree of affinity 

4 or coDs~inity, or,·.if he has none', by~ any: person of· his confi ... 

5 dEIr,lce who"belongs to-the ,.~ household, ·or by. any Itt'=be-r ofnthe 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

In no case shall an assistor,' unless he is.8. member .of.the 

,boa,rd, ass~.t:W9re than:~hree (3) ,times., fhe assistorshall 
, . -. , 

prepare the ballot in the presence of the illiterate or disabled 

ivoter. using the voting booth. ,He,shall,-bind hillSelf in writing 

)under oath: 

I [(1)] (A) 1'0 fill out the~allot strictly in acco~ciance 

with the instructions of th,e voter; . 
i ; . 

[(2)] (8) Ratto .. influence th~ voter tQ v9te for or' 

[ (3) ] (C) Rot. to reveal the contents of the ballot .• 

17 pr~~ by h~._: (sec;: •. 19~, IW, 881) , 

18 SICC. [239] ZU. Bpoil.d. bal1Qt;I. - If a voter should., 

19 a"c1dentallr spo,p. or deface I,': .. bdlot in sUc::h a ,ray t~at it 

20 cannot be validly used, he shall surrender it folded to·the 

21 Chairman who ~a.~~l, ,lIOte in;~ Wting , ~rd . that said ballot is 

22 I spoiled. 1'~~t.J..~rs]~~I~ o£' ~~~ar~ shall, ,without 

23 unfolding the. ballot and ... v:1th.o\lt removtpg the .detachable 
, : .. ' .-',.... ~,' 

24 

25 

26 

21 

28 

29 

coupon, .!I'ar" it with tbe ~ord "SP()!L~I)_' "" J!tffix [their] i3IS 

signature[s] ther~ll, and .. drop it in~:~~ ~~:for spoiled 
! .,.,'.' . . .• . 

ballots •.. rhevo~ez;,.~ll tI1en be entitled to ,!IDOthar ballot. 

A voter may be allowed to cha~ge bis,.ballot. only ~nce •. 

(~. 197".~ ~1, Alllended) i . . ................ ~.. r. _. 

Any ballot retuz:ned to ,the chairQ whose detachable coupon 
," ':. ,~ '. 

30 has .been rel!lOve4 not. in the presen,ce of t;be.board and ,.of the 

31 voter, or any ballot wbose serial ~t,UDber ,does ,not ,coi:'u::ltll.e wlth 

:.! 

• 

• 
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1 the serial number of the ballot delivered to the voter, as en-

2 ter~ in the voting record, shall be cons,idered as spoiled and be 

3 so marked and signed by the [members] CHAIRMAN of the board. 

4 (Sec. 198, BP 881) 

5 SBC. [240] 241. DispositioD gf uDused ballots. - The 

6 ,chairman ~hall tear in half lengthwise all unused ballots without 

7 remQving the stubs, and detachable 'coupons in the presence of the 

8 members of the board and the watchers. One-half shall be placed 

9 

10 

13 

14 

15 

in a sealed envelope and submitted to the election officer; and 

the other half" inside the compartment of the ballot box for 
I 

spoiled ballots. Such fact shall 'be entered in the minutes of 

the board. (Sec. 204, BP 881, Amended) 

SBC. [241] 242. Kinutes Qf yoting ADd COUOting gf vote.. -

The board shall prepare and sign two (2) copies of '"the minutes of 

voting and counting of votes in a prescribed ,form setting- forth 

16 therein such "data as the' commission may require. COpies of the 

17 minutes shall be 'sealed in separate envelopes and be distributed, 

18 as follows: the original, to the election officer who shall in 

19 turn transmit the same to ,the Commission ,in Kanila; and the 

second copy to be deposited inside the COIIIPartment of the ballot 

21 box for valid'ballots. (Sec. 203, BP 881, Amended) 

22 SBC. [242] ,243. Prohibition ml Pfellature "RRopae.ellt Qf 

23 voting. - Ho member'of the board shall, before the termination 

24 of the voting, "make any announcement as to whether a certain 

25 registered voter has already voted or not; how many have ~lready 

26 voted, or how many so far have failed, to vote, or any other 

27 fact tending to show or showing the state of the polls. ' (Sec. 

28 205, BP 881, Amended), 

29 

30 : B. COUll'fIIIG 01' VO'fBS 

31 
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1 SEC. [a~3] 244. cogAtApg ~ .~ pgblic AA4wlthogt 

2 int.vmgttpll!.. - As soon as the voting is finished, the' board of, 
-'. : 

3 election inspecto~s shall count publicly' the votes cast in'the 

4 polling place. Unless otherwise ordered by the Commission, the 

5 : board shall not adjourn, postpon"" or 'delay. the count until it· 
i ': . ' .. ,:.,' \. 

6 ha& been oompleted. (sec. 206, BP,881) 

7 SHe. [244] 245 ~ , 'ErMRfilr At VflPPI!l iu cm!Ul1iing... .,. 'fhe 

8 Comllisoionmay, in the interest of free, o'rderly, ,honest, 
~.''' -: 

9 peaceful and credible elections, ord~r the board to cOqnt the 

10 votes and accompli~h,the electi~ ret~ ~~ other forms in any 

11 other pla,ce, preferably, a public ,building [Sec 206, BP 881, 
.', ~ 

12 . Amended]. 

13 If" on account .of imminElnt danger ,of violencEl, terrorism, 

14disorc1er, or similar causes, it beco!!!es necessary: to ' transfer the ' . . . . . -. '. 

15 ccunt:~ng ~f votes to a. safer place, the boa~, I118Y' effect, the 

16 transfer bY,its unanimous approval with concurrence ... of the 

17 

18 

19 

20 

~joll"itJl of the watchers present. 
, ':", . 

'fbiB fact, shall be recorded 

in tha minut.es of yoUng and attested to bY ,the lIIembers of the 
. . ~:.. .. - :.. .. , -

~ard c...."lld. the _tchers. (Sec. 18, RA6646) 
• i0 

.' \ '-.. ' 

21 IRnADI~G A.~ APPRBCIA~IO~ O~BALLO'fS, BVBRY.BALLO'f SBALLBB .. : ,"" . 

22 l'ImSID!iJm TO BE VALID UNLESS 'fHBllE IS 11. CLEAR AlIID GOOD REAS<m' 'fO 
, t " \0' , 

23 JUSTIFY ITS ~TBCTIOR •. THe ~OARD OF ELBC!ION INSPBcronz SHALL, 
. : f. .' . ' :'t.J1 -

24 OilSlmVIl THE FOLT..cttING RULES, ~IRG III lfIIm THAT 'fHB OBJECt OF; .' .- ",;':. 

25 'm ~ION IS ~ -OB'lAIR DB ~SIOB OF TIm VODR' S 'ULL: 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

1. tmmm OIlLY ~ PIRST !lAD on, StJRHlUlR OF A, CAI!lDIDAH IS . ~, ~'. . 

, !,tmlt~, TIM VOTE FOR SUCH CARDIDA'lB SJJALL 1m VALID, IF ~ IS 

ilmo 01:;J;S,)t ~'· .. l!IDlDATB ~ITB '.rHB s.um~IRS~ lWfE t)R StiRBM.m '.!"'re TIm ' 

I ',SIIN!': O!?PICC. 

2. 

31 Tlm El'.LLO~, OIcn mIN lUWl, BAS A 80Ul1D SIMILAR YO. 'rim S1JlliiWm I ; , 

• 

~-, 

• 
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1 OF ANOTHER CANDIDATE. THE VOTE SHALL BE COUNTED IN FAVOR OF THE 
. 

2 CANDIDATE WITH SUCH SURKAMB. 

3 3. IN CASE THE CANDIDATE IS A WOMAN WHO USES HER MAIDIm OR 
> • .' 

4 MARRIED SURNAME OR BOTH AND THERE IS ANOTHER CANDIDATE tfUH THE 

5 ~, SURNAME. A BALLOT HEARING ONLY SUCH SURNAME SHALL NOT BE 

6 COon1~ IN FAVOR OF EITHER. ' 

7 WHEN TWO OR MORE 'WORDS ARE WRITTEN ON TIm SAME LIRE ON 

8 THE, BALLOT. ALL OF WHICH ARE THE SURNAMES OF ~nm OR MORt' , ' 

9 ,CANDIDATES. THE SAME sHALt l\TOT BE COUNT&I FOR ANY OJ? mEM. 
" ~ 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

5. WHEN TtfO OR MORE NORDSARE WRITTBB ON DIJ?FERBRT LINES 

ON TijE BALLOT ALL OF ttfHICH ARE' THE SURN~S OF Tt~O OR HC'RE 

CANDIDATES BEARING THE SA!m SlJlUiAME FOR AlIT OFFICE FOR WHICH THE . ! 

LAW AUTHORIZES THE ELECTION OF' MORE THAN arm Aim THERE ARE THE 

SAME NUMBER OF SUCH SURNAMES ."RITTlm AS THRRB ARE CAJilDIDATEf; WI1'H 
" . 

T~T SURNAME. THE VOTE SHALL DE COONTED IN FAVOR OF 1.X,LTH~ 

CAm)IDATES BEARING THE STJRNAME. " 

6. fumy ON THE BALLOT IS WRITTEN A SINGLE WORD'~ICH IS 

18 THE FIRST NAME OF A CANDIDATE AND WHICH IS AT THE SAMr; 1'INE THE " : 

19 SURBAME OF illS OPPOmnr,r. THE VOTE ",HAt.!. ,,!'! ;::OU-I..;nID Jfl PAVOR OF 
.,.: ..•. , 

THE LATTER. . . ',';., '.' 

21 7 . 

. 22 IS THE FIRST N1Ilm OF THE CZUIDIDATIl AND THE OTiIER 'rc, THE 50lUf~ 
. -. .~ 

23 OF HIS OPJ.>()NENT. THE VOTES SHALt. NOT BE COl!!!:7.ED r,(,A GI'lHIm. 

24 

25, ' 
, " 

t:" 
28{ 

r , 
i 29t 

130 
\11 31 ., 
,; " 

... ' '\ 
I ,'f r : 

8. A ~ O:R SURNAW!: IEJCORRECTLY fJRIT~ IIHJ.CH. tmm':' ~. 
. '. , 

.-.-~ .. , . . . 
HAS A.,SOIDID SIMILAR TO THE UAME OR SmUl.l!.m; OF A CMIDIDATlf IflII'm ' . 

• r " __ • 

CORRECTLY :iRIT.mT SHALL 8.'3: COOJj~'ED :m HIS J!'AV('~. 

9 • 'fi'lIE:M THE !J.AME OF 11. Cl\NDIDATE APPEl..RS IN ]A. .,PACE OP, ~" 
. . . '.. q , 

BALLOT FOR AN OFJ:'ICE FOR WHICH BE IS A Cl\IIDIl'_~:m A!:ID In .{I.WOTHER . .....~-~:i- , . . 
SPACE FOR tffiIClI HE tS NOT A c.~:i:l:~:\,'!'!'!, THE VOTB FOR THE OFFICE 

FOR muC1! HE IS A CAPIDIl'.l\TE SH~J.T. BE COtmTlID ]I.!!]) TIm VOTE FOR THE 

OFFICE FOP.. n-.r:rCH HE IS nOTA CAPl'DID"~TE E:;~";:'L :dE 
J ',. 

':ONSlnE2~ AS 
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1 S'fRAY, EXCEPT WHER IT IS USED AS A MBAliS TO IDElft'IFY ~ VO!'BR, , 

2 IB ~ICH CASE. THE WHOLE BALLOT ,SHALL BE VOID. 

3 10. IF THE WORDS WRIftD OR rIm APPROPRIATE BLAJI'K OB THE 

4 BALLOY IS THE IDIDftICAL JI'AME OR SORIIJIIIE OR PULL liAME, AS mE CASE 

5 MAYBE. OF TWO OR MORE CAlVDIDATES FOR mE SAD OFFICE, m Vmg 

6 SHALL BE COURTED IN FAVOR OF THAT CANDIDATE TO WHOSETIClBt 

7 BELOJI'G ALL mE O!HER CANDIDATES VOTED FOR mE SAME OFFICE. 

8 11. WIlER THERE APPEARS A RAIm OF 11. CAm>IDATE 'lIIA,T IS ERASED 

9 AIm BarRER CLBARLY WRlftEN. THE VOTE IS VALID fOR THE LAftBR. , ' 

10 

11 

12 

t, 

12~ THE ERROIlBOUS IBITIAL OP THE PIRS'f RAKE OR SURJI'AIIB 

WHICH ACCOMPANIES THE CORRECT SURBANE OR FIRST BAKE OF A 
, ,}:. '. 

~IDATE. OR THEERRORBOUS MIDDLE INITIAL OF A CANDlDATB SHALL 

13 Bar AImUL THE VOTE IN HIS FAVOR. 

14 , 13. THE FACT THJ.\T mERE IaISTS ANOi'IU5R PBRSOB WHO IS JI'01' A 

15 CARDlDATE WITH THE FIRST !IAMB OR SURliAUB OP A CAlmlDAD SHALL JI'01' , ' 

16 PRBYER"f THE ADJUDlCATIOR OF THE VOTE TO 'fHB LA"fTER. 

17 14. BALI.(nS tnlICH CORTAIB PREFIXES SUCH AS "SIR",: "1tR.". 

18 "DAm", "ixm", "GlROOO", nHOB.", "GOB." OR SUPPIXBS LID "HIJO", , 

19 "JR.~. "SEGOJI'DO". ARE VALID. 

20 , ~5;. THE USE OF BICItDKBS AND APPELLATIOJI'S OF AFFBC'f~0Jf AIID 

21 FRIJQmSHIP. IF ACCOW?AEIEIl l'IY '!'HE FIRST HAD OR SU1UIAMB OF THE ' 

22 'CARDIDATE, DOES NOT iUmUL SUCH VOTE, llliCRH NHD"fJIB!:,WERE USED 
, , 

23 AS A IlBANS TO IDBN'l1.F? Tlfm tT07Im, II'\' RICH CA~ THE WHOLE BALIm . . . .. 

24 IS IBVALID: PROVIDED. ~flA~. XF ~HE BICKMAME USED IS 
I 

" , 

25 UIIACCOMPBIBD DY THE 1!I1\.~ o.~ ~ Of! A C.i\JmIDATE All]) IT Hi mE, 

26 OBLY ORB BY mIlCH HE IS GBDP.ALLY OR POFULARLY Don IB THE , . 
27 LOCALITY, AlQ) IT IS STA~ED III HIS CERTIFICATE OF CARDIDACY, THE 

28 iI10M IMB SHALL DB COiJl!lT.JID III P.AVOR OF SAID CMDlDATE. IF THERE IS 

29 
", . 

30 16. AR!r von COE'VI.INIlI'G mITL"\LS cm:,y al IfHICH IS ILLEGIBLE 
• .-1 

31 OR WHICH DOES !IO"f SUFl'ICiEw.lLY IDxm:'IP'Z Tm: CARDIDAD. FOR WJ«»I IT 

• 
, , 

• 

, , 
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1 ;;rs INTENDED SHALL BE CONSIDERED AS' A STRAY VOTE BUT, SHALL, ,NOT' 

2 IRYALIDATE THE, WHOLE BALLOT. " ' 

3 17. IF OM THE BALLOT IS CORRECTLY WRITTEN THE FIRSTRAME OF 

4 A ~IDATE BUT,WITH A DIFFERENT SURRAnE" OR ,THE SURBMfE OF-THEj 
I, ,',,' . . . 

5 

6 

'i 
CANDIDATE IS CORRECTLY WRITTEN BUT WITH ADIFFBRENT FIRST:NAME" 

, " 

T~ VPTE SHALL, NOT BE COUNTED IN FAVOR OF ANY CANDIDATE HAVING' 

7 SUCH FIRST NAME AND/OR SURNAME, BUT THE BALLOT SHALL BE' COIlSIDBRED 

8 ¥ALLD FOR OTHER CANDIDATES. 

9 

10 

13 

14 

15 

18. AMY BALLOT WRITTEN WITH CRAYON, LEAD PENCIL" 'BALLPImOR' 

IN IB"WHOLLY ORIN PART, SHl\I.T., BE VAL:!ID. i, •• ; 

" 
19. WHEN THERE ARE mo oa MORECARDIDATES VOTED FOR IN AN: 

OFFICE .FOR tmICH THE LAW AUTHORIZES THE ELECTION OF om,y OPE, " THE ' 

VOTE SHALL ,NOT BE COUNTED IN FAVOR OF ANY, OF THEM, BUT THIS SHALL 

NOT AFFECT- THE VALIDITY OF THE' OTHER VOTES THEREIN. 

20. IF THE CANDIDATES VOTED FOR EXCEED THE NOMBEROf THOSE: 

.J .: 

':.1 . 

" 

" 

16 'TO BE ' ELECTED, THE BALLOT': I S VALID, BUT THE VOTES S~LL BE,i ,; 

17 COUil'J:E/J O~Y IN J!AVOR Ot" rtmCARDIDATESifflO~ MANES WERE 'FIRSTLY, 

18 '1fRITTEN BY THE VOTER NITDIN THE SPACES PROVIDRD POR SAID, OFFICE I 

21 

22 

23 

I 
IN THE BALLOT ,tm'rIL THE ,AUTHORIZED NmmER IS OOVlmED. ,:' / 

" 

, -J 
" 

21. )'>HY VOTE IN 'FAVOR OF A 'PERSOll WHO HAS NOT' PILBD-':i( I 
:1 
I 

CERTIFICATE OF ClUIDIDACY SHllLL BE COnSIDERED AS A STRJ\Y ?O:i.'E, BUT !; 

I.T SHALL N~', IINALInATE THE NKOLE BALLOT ~ : .•• ' . -: 1" .('~" 

" ,2"." BALLOTS COHTAIHING THE NAME OF A CANDIDA:'fE PRINTED j 
24 'ARD/ORPASTED ON TtlEBALLOTS' OR AFFIXED THBRETO TI!ROOeiR' ANY i, 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

, 1. \ 

23. CIRCLRS, CROSSES. OR T~Irm:S PUTOlV THE SPACES ON ~JHICH 

THE VQTER BAt'; HO~VOTED SIIAl:.L B~ CONSIDERED AS SI(n:rs OPHIS 

2<1. m:m;ss IT SHOULD CLEARLY APPEAR THAT THEY HAVll: BREN r 

DEI,IBERATELY J:'UT n~; TFE VOTER TO SERW AS IDMIFICAT!ON .1A1ms, 

CONWlS. nOTS, !,Il'ms. OR ~!ypmmB ~~~~ THE' FIRS!P. l>'~_il5 AIm T~2 'I 

" ...... 

, .. 
,~ 
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1 SURBAME OF A CABDIDATE, OR III O!BBRPUTS OF THE BALLOT, T.HE 

2 FIRST LET~BRS OR SYLLABLES OF IIAMBS WHICH TUB· VOTER J)pES 1I0T 

3 COIlTIIIUE,THB USB OF ~WO OR MORE KINDS OF WRITIIIG AlID 
...... _ .. 

4 OlIlMb5RTIOlIAL OR ACCmEI!r.rAL FLOORISHBS, STROKES OR SftAIBS, SRar·L 

5 IIO'l' IlIVALIDATE TUB BALLO'!. 

6 25. AllY BALLO'! 1tHICH CLEARLY· APPEARS TO HAVE 8BBl!J FILLED BY; 

7 ftO DISTIN~ PBRSOIfS IS TOTALLY ROLL MID VOID. 

8 26. AllY VOTE CAST IN FAVOR OF A CARD I DATE no BAS BED 

9 DISQUALIFIED BY. FINAL JODGMJ5IiT SHALL BE COITSIDBRED AS BrRAY AlID , 

10 SHALL IIO'l' BE COURtiSD BUT IT SHALL SoT' INVALIDATE HB BALLOr. 

11 

12 

, 

27. BALLOTS WHOLLY OR PARTLY WRITTBN IN ARABIC Ill' 

LOCALITIBS WHERE IT IS OF GDBRAL USB ARB VALID. 'fO REAp TIIBM, 

13 'lJIB BOARD OF BLECTION INSPBCTORS MAY BllPLOY AD I~ WHO 

14 SHALL TAKE All OATH 'fIIA~ HE SHALL READ TIm VO'lBS CORRB<:ft.Y. (Sec. 

15 211, BP 881) 

16 SBC. [2"] 2'7. Blca", be'lgtR. - Before proceeding to 

17 count the votes., the board shall count the ballots contained in 

18 the compartllent. for valid ballots without unfolding them or 

19 8ZpOsing their contents, eo.xcept to ascertain that no ballots are 

20 folded together. It shall compare the nmJber c;fballots with the 

21 nUillber of voters who voted. If there are' lIore. ballots than 

22 voters who voted, all the ballots. shall be returned to ~e box 

23 and thorougbly mixed therein. ~IS poll clerk, without seeing the 

24 ballots and with his back to tho box, sballpublicly draw out as 

25 lIBDy ballots as may be equal to the mtC0.SS. Hithout unfolding 

26 them, he shall' then place theD in an envelope which shall be 

27 marked "EXCBSS BALLOTS" and uhich shall be sealed and sigped by 

28 the 118I1bers'of the board •. ~e envelope shall be placed in . the 

29 compar1:IIeIlt for valid ballots, but its contents shall not be read 

30 in the counting o~ ~otes. Ballots found folded together before 
l • • 

31 they vere depositenin the box ehall !le placed in the envelope 

• 

•• 
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16 

17 

18 

19 
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fo:r excess ballots. (sec. 207, BP 881) 

SEC. [2.7] 2.8. tORR. PBlfORATED BALLOTS; BALLOtS HlTR 

DETAQIlUlWl COJJPOII8. - BALLOTS ACCIDElftALLY TORN OR PERFORATED ,AND 

THOSE WI~H; THEIR DETACHABLE COUPON STILL INTACT SHALL REMAIN 

VALID. ~N THE LATTER ,CASE, SUCH COUPONS SHALL BB REMOVED AND 

DBPOSlTED IN THE COMPARTMBIIT'FOR SPOILED BALLoTs, AND THE BALLOTS . - .- . . . 

INCLUDED IN ,THE PILE OF VALID'BALLOTS. (Sec. 211, Nos. 26 and 

27; Sec. 207"BP 881) . '. . . ~ 

-·r" 

SEC. [2.8] 2.9. ....rlr .... mUats.' ~ The board shall determine 

by unanimous vote whether or not there are any marked ballots, 

and, if,anybe ,f'ound, they shall not be counted but ,.hall be 

placed in an envelope labelled "1iARKJm BALLOTS". The envelope , 

shall b~ ,sealed and signed"by the members of the boflrd and 
, 

placed ill, the compartment for valid ballots. Non-Official 

ballots sh~ll be considered as marked ballots. (Sec. 208, BP 
,'.: ,': : 

881)' 

SEC. [2.9] 2S0. _He« ballotS. - IF BALLOTS WITH TIe WORn 

"SPOILED" ,BB FOUND IN THE BOX." SUCH ~ SHALL BB PLl\CBD IN 

THB COMPARTMB,rT FOR SPOILED BALLOTS. Ballots found in the 

compartment"fO~ ,spoiled ballotsspll be presumed to be spoiled .' . . . . - . 

ballots, whethe;r: or,'not they CGPtaiP"such notatlon. If any valid 

ballot was erroneo.usly "deposit-ad'therein, the" board shall open 

said compartment ,'after the voting and before' the count~ng (Jf ' 

votes to .draw out, said ballot and place the same in the,' 

: compartment for vaHd ballots. These facts ~hall be entfi!red in 

the, minutes of voting. ,,(Sec., 207 and 209, BP':881) 
• ., ,> 11\ .- - :,' . : .. 

SEC.,,_[2S0] 2S1. lInner ~ CQUDU. votes. ;.. In read~ng the 

individual official ba-llot, the members ~ 'the board shall assume 

such positiqn, as ,~ ~vide the wat:chers and the public I,lriimpeded 

view of the ballot beiDg<&"ead by the chairman, and 'bf the' 

election, returns"lln(L',taU.y paper "beihgsimU:ltaneOuslyi, 
,:. -.-, . 
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1 accomplisbed by tbe poll clerk and tbe tbird meIlber" . 
, 2 respectively. The watchers and the public shall not touch. any of 

,; , 

3 these election documents. rhe table shall be cleare~ of all 

4 unnecessary writing paraphernalia. (sec.2S, RA 7166) 

5 

6 

The board shall unfold the ballots and form separate piles 

of one hundred (100) .ballots each. rhe chainum of the board , 

7 shall take the ballots of the first pile one by one and read the 
. .' • r 

8 names of candidates voted for and the offices for which they were . 
, 

9 voted in the order in which they appear thereon. (Sec. '210, BP 

10 881) 

1,1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

, ' 
rhe poll cierk and third member shall record eacb vote as· 

-
·the names of the candidates voted for are read. 

. Each' vote shall he recorded by a vertical line, except 

every '. fiftb vote which shall be recorded by a diagonal line 
')'j •. - ... :' . " 

crossing the previous four (4) vertical lines. After finishing 
'}, .-!'~~. 

the first pile of ballots, the board shall detenaine the eubtotal . 

of t:le votes received by each candidate, which shall be recorded . . . . 

18 in' the tally paper and the .... iection returns. In case of any 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23. 

24 

25 

26. 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

. .." ."'" ·.··::.l .. l :.;., ; <. ~ _'.. .:':' 

discrepancy, sucb recount as aay be necessary sball be ~ce. , 

rha ballots shall then'be grouped together again as before the 
• ...... .. , . ..!, • 

reading. rhereafter, the saas procedure shall, be follOwed "i th 
....• ·.r .... . ! 

• '.' I '-~.:.:.~.~-.....,. ,~~ .......... 

ths second pile of ballots, and so on successively. 
'" " "-.~!.: ~~,;;",',=-,;;":," . 

After all f".he ballots have been read, the hoard shall sum up 
\ . .':' I '.., 

the aubtotal~ recorded for each candidate,. and record ':.~:l 

aggregate OUJ1 in the tally ~Par ~ '~eleCtion returns. Usbell 

then placa the>'~~unt8d ballots i~ c~ . 'envelope provided .~Qr t11e . .' . 
~ • i 

purpose, wbich flh,,~il hEi signed and deposited in the ccm.P3rmC!lt 
. ~ . , " (,. ... ; ~ . 

for v~lid ballots. rhe -tally paper as '~CCO!'lPliShed and· ce~ifi~ 
..... ~ .;' .:( .. • '. ' • • ,.",' .' ; , .... ,.;,~. . I 

by the board shall be kept in the ~.nt for valid. ballottJ. 
r •••• : 

. ~~. 210, 8P 881) 

• 

• 
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1 shall pr~pare in handwriting the election returns simultaneously 
I' 

2 with t~e counting of the vote~ in, the :polling place:, in such 

3 number of copies, as ,provided her~in. ,The' ,entry of votes, for each 
" 

4 i can~~dat~: shall, be closed with t;he signatures and clear imprin~s 

5: of ,th'e r,~ght (thumb of, all the members, to be affixed in ful,l 
1 

6 view Qf ,the publiC" immediately after the last vote recorded or 
' ....... ' ., 

7. imm~ia~ely, after the name of the, candidate who ,did not receiv,e 
,. ';'. ' 

8 any vote. 

9, ,rhe ret~,rns shall !'llso show the date of the election, the 

10' precinct ,n~r, ,the" barangay,jandthe city, or municipal~ty ~d 

11 province in which [it] THE ELECT lOR was held, and such iriforma-

• 12' 

13 

14 

15 , 

16 

17 ' 

18 

19 

• 20 

21 

tion as the ,Commission may require. The, total number of votes, 

" obtained by e,ach candidate shall: be written in words and figures
l
• 

The board of election inspectors shall certify that the;contents 

thereof are cO,rrect and affix their signatures and right thUlllb: 

prints. 

IlDIDediately upon the accomplishment of the election, returns, 

each copy th~reof~hall be sealed in the presence of the watchers 

and th,e, :p';l1;>lic and placed in the proper envelope, which shall 

likewi~Elcbe sealed a~d, distributed as herein provided. (Sec. 

212, BP' 881) ... '. " .. 

22 ,:SJ;C. [252].., 25~. ,pi.stributioD gf electioD returns. - The 

23 copies of the election returns ~11 be distr~uted as follows: 
• ... •••• . <.'. " • 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

[(1)] ,(A), In.ti1e,election of national ~ficials: 
".j ! ' 

[(a)] (1) The first copy; to the provincial 

board of canv4ssers; , ,. '. . . . 

,[(b)] (2) The second copy, to Congress th~Dugh , 
th~ President of the senate; 

" UcH , (3[) ,!Be third copy, to the COmmission; 

[(d)] (4) The fourth copy, to be deposited 

insi~e ,the ballot box; ; '~ :. 

;. 



1 , ", i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

'16 

7 .. 

~ 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 
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[(e)] (5) '!'be fiftb copy, to be known as advance 

,election returns, to tbe city or municipal treasurer 
" 

wbo,sball, in tbe presence of tbe election officer or 

his aQthorized repre8entative~ imaediately> a~d 
\ 

publicly open tbe Balle 8lld post tbe votes tberein in: a 

tally board sufficiently large for' pubiic viewin'g, 
,',.\ 

preferably within the vicinity of tbe city or 

municipal ball; and 

[(f)], (6) ~be sixtb copy, to the .edia-based 
, , , 

organization autborized by tbe CDmaission to conduct 

an unofficial Count. 

[(2)] (B); 'In tbe electiOn of local officials: 

[(a)] (1) Tbe, first copy, to tbecity or 

llUDicipal board of canvassers; 

[(iJ)] ,(2) ~be second copy, to tbe C. ission; 

[(c)], (3) ~be tbird copy, to tbe provincial 

board of canvassers; 

[(d)] (4)' ,~be fourth copy, to be kDown ali' 

advance electi~n returns, to the city or .unicipa~ 

tre~surer who shall, in the presence of the election 

officer or bis authorized representative, immediately 

and ,publicly opeptbe Balle ~and .. post tbe votes therein 
. - : 

iDa,tally,b9ard~; sufficiently large for publi~ .. .." ( 

vi~1ng, prt£:er:a.bly withi,n ,tbe vicinity eE 'the ~ity o:r: . .' - -" .. " ; .. \...... . , 

.. municipal, ball; 

[(e)] (5) rhe fiftb copy to tbe m&dia-based 

organization,au~rizod by tbe CoIIIIIlission to conduct 
. 

an unofficial count; and , ~,::" .-

[(f)] (6) 

tbe ballot bolt. 

rbesiztb copy t;o.-:be deposited inside 

(~. 27, ~ U66) 
: ~ 

~he COmmission may, wben technological advanceaent allova, 

, ' 

• 

• 

q, 
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14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19' 
I 
I , 

• 20: 
I 
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21: 
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23 

24 
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provide copies of election re~urns to accredited 
.V 

parties. (New) 

SEC. [253] 254. Corrections is ~ electiQA returpa. - Any 

~orrection made in the election returns by the board before the 

announcement of the results of the election ,in the pollin~. place 

shall be duly initialed by all its members. 

After the announcement of the results had been ma4e, the 

board shall not ·make any correction in any of the copi~~:of the 

election returns unless so ordered by the Commission upon 

peti tion of .. the memb~rs of the board wi thin five'· (5) days from 

the date of the election or twenty-four (24) hours from the time I 

a copy of the election returns is opened by the board of 

c~nvassers, whichever .is,earlier •. The petition shall be 

• accompanied by proof of service upon all candidates affect~d. 

If the results of the election 1Wuld not bE! affected by. sah1 

correction and none of t~e candidates affected objects tb~reto. 

the COmmission shall, upon being satisfied of the veracity·of toe 

petition and of the error alleged therein, order the board to 

make the proper correstion thereon. 

Should a~andidat~ affected by said petition object thereto 

and the results of the election would be affected by the 

correction sought to be made, the Commission 3hall proceed 

sult'!Jarily to hear the ~tition.· If it fir..ds the petition 

!I\~ritcrioull and tile correction sought is such that IT can ~ macle 

ej.thout need of openingth~ ballot bolt, thr, Commission sbaLI. 

order that proper correction·' be made. ot1ien~ise, . it shall or-Gar 

tbe opening of the ballo~holt and recount of votes after 

satisfying itself that the identity and integrity of the ba~.l~~ 

box have not been violated and that the integrity of the baEots 
I. ' . 

therein has been preserved. (Sec. 216, BP 881) 
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1 completion of the election returns, the chairman of the board 

2 shall publicly announce the total number of votes received by 

3 every candidate for each office. (sec. 213, BP 881) 

4 SEC. [255] 256. Certificates At yote. obtain.d ~ 

5 copdidates. - After the announcement of the results: of the 

6 election and before leaving the polling, place, it shall be the 

7 duty of the board, upon request'of any watcher, to issue a 

8 certificate of votes obtained by his candidate and other 

9 candidates for the same office. ,(Sec. 215, BP 881; Sec, 16, RA 

10 6646) 

11 ~he certificate shall contain the name OF, and number of 

12 vot~s obtained by, each caDdidate concerned vritten in wOrds and 

13 figures, the precinct number, the name of the city or , 
14 llUIlicipality and province, the total nUllber of voters vile? voted, 

15 and the date and time rHE CER'.rIPICAi'E WAS issued[, a~d] 'fBE 

16 CERTIFICA'fE shall be signed and tbn.~rked by each member of 

17 the board. (sec. 16, RA 6646) 

18 SEC., [256] 257. POUyory JIIIIIl met .. af hellot bcme., DB. 
" 

19 electipn agpplio. AlIA .......... U •• -After the counting of votes, 
, , 

20 

21 

the board shall place in the compartment for valid ballots the 

used and unused ballots in their respective envelopes, the tally 

,22 paper, a copy of the election returns and minutes of voting and 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

3,0 

31 

counting, an" tbcn lock the ballot holt. ~he ballot box shall 
I 

iJuaeliiately be delivered by the boli.rd and the watchers' to th'J 

city or IBllnicipal treasurer or such other officials AS KAY BE 

designatee b7 ~e Cc-ei(l!sicm, Wo "hall ke8p his office open all 

night on the day of the election if necessary for this purpose, 

and provide the necesoary facili:ies for said delivery at the 

expense of the city or municipality. 

The book of voters, supplifJS and all pertinent papers' "..J)d 

I~ocuaents 'shall be returned to the election officer, who s~ll 

• 

• 



• 

• 
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keep [it] THEM under his custody. The election officer and the 

treasurer or such other government official AS MAY BE designated 

by the Commission, as the case may be, shall, on the day after 

the election, require the members of the board who failed to send 

the items referred to herein to deliver the same innnediately and 

thereafter acknowledge receipt thereof. (Sec. 217, BP 881) 

SEC [257] 258. Pro,orvat;iQD at "Uot: """O'i. DiIJlO1i,t.iQD at 

coptogt,. - [(1)] (A) The COmmission shall issue instructions 

regarding the custody and safekeeping of the ballot boxes. 

[(2)] (8) ,The city and municipal treasurers or such other 

government officials AS MAY BE designated by the commission shall 
, ' 

keep the ballot OOxe=;, under, their responsibility for ~ee (3) 

months, stored unopened in a secured place, unless the COII\IDission 

orders otherwise, provided these are not involved in any ~lection 

15 ,I contest or official investigation, or the Commission Of other 

competent authority demands them sooner or orders their 

preservation for a longer time in connection wi,t.b any ~ending 

contest or investigation. However, ,upon shoving b¥ ant candidate 

that the boxes will ~ in danger of being, violated if kept in the 

poss~ssion of such officials, the commission _y order them kept, 

by any other off1cial whom,.it may designate. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

'22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

After the lapse of three (3) months and if there should be 

no order to the contrary, the Commission may authorize the city 

or municipal treasurer or the designated official to oPen the 

boxes and burn their contents in th~ presence of the 

representatives of the CO_,ission, c:oma1ssion on Audit and 

political parties or candidates" ezc:ept the minutes of Jv0t;ing and 

the Alection returns deposited therein, which said official shall 

preserve. 

[(3)] (C) 1'11. case of calamity or fortuitous event such as 

fire, flood, or storm. vbich may cause damage to tho ballot boxes 
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and/or their contents, the CODlllission may autho,rize the opening 

of said ballot boxes and the transfer of the ballots and other 
• " I' :' .... 

contents to other ballot boxes, taking such precautions as'!MY be 
~ .~' ' - . I 

necessary to preserve such ciocu.ents. (Sec. 219, BP 881) 
. " . .... , ":-

SEC. [258] 259. PreMEDUcm at voting reeord. - 'fh~ voting 
-,- ,i 

record of each precinct shall be delivered to the e~ection 

officer, who shall have custody of the same and keep thea in a .' , . 
. :~, . "'_: .I,l},_ • ' 

safe place until such time that the Commission shal~ ~~ve, 
I ~. ; f i 

instructions on their disposition. (sec. 218, BP 881) 
:', , " ", . 

SBC. [259] 260. Dpggweu, gwdUnd gx ftrrQR~Ql:r e1mc!!d : , 
,. '. • > '. _ J l. 

imlide tim ba,llpt; 1Kg. - If, after the delivery of the Iteys of ' 
l.f. !.'<! : ..... ., 

the ballot bon to the proper authorities, the 
f . ,i', 

boar~ shall 
, . ; '.' 

discover that the ballot box does not contain certain documents 
- .... , " : ,f, 

, , .'~ '. 

representatives. 
" ~"" " 

In no case shall the ballot box be reopened to place 
~~._ ' .. ;;. ,. 0,. • ~. .,.~ 

therein 

19 or re!llOve therefrom any document ezcept to retrieve copies of the 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

1,_. :.:. .. " 
election returns which will be ne~ded in any c~~vaBB, 

investigation, or election contest, and upon notice to the 
_ .. '. i •• , ',,_ I. :.~' ..' _' . oj,. ,- .: ' 

meebers of the board and watchers of cll'.J'!didl!tes of the time and 
:\ ' i ' " 

place of the opening of said ballot box. If ~~erc ar.e other 
;:';1 • " ' 

copies of the election returns outside of the ballot box which 
-.... . . '; ~:' 'J C • '\ ~ ) l . : " " 

2~ can be used in the canvass, such copies of the election rettlrna 
:. I' : ,-. ...... :f ... i . ~';.'. 

26 Dull be used in said canvass and the opening of the bnllot boll: 
. '. ". ::~~ .... ~..... ~,. '. '.'.{ 

27 to retrieve the copies of the election returns placed ther~illl 
~" " ~ .~.--.. , ", 

28 shall then be dispensed with. (Sec. 2'0, BP 881) 
'. , , ,'~ ., ~ -'_. 

29 

30 AIlUCLII: '!XU. CU'lAS3 AIID J.'RO'!!!'~!~ 
l'·" : 

31 
, I 

.. "--" .::. ... 
.~ 

• 

• 
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SEC. [260] 261. Board at cAQyassers. - There shall be a 

boa~d of canvassers for each province, city, municipality, and 

dis~rict of metropolitan Manila as follows: 

[(1)] (A) Provincial board of can~~ssers -'to be composed 

of the provincial election supervisor or • rank~g lawye* of the 

Commission as chairman, the chief provinCial prosecutor as vice­

chairman, and the provincial superintendent of schools as: member­

s'ecretary • 

[(2)] (B) City board of canvassers - to be composed of the 

city' election officer or a lawyer of the Commission as cha,~rman, 
.. ,'. 

-i.' 
the city prosecutor as vice-chairman, and, the city 

superint~ent of schools as member-secretary. 

In cities with more than one (1) election officer, the 

~ission shall designate who shall be the chairman. 

,[(3)] (C) District board of canvassers of metropolitan 

Manila - to be 'compo~ed ofa lawyer of the commis~ion as 

chairman, a ranking public prosecQtor in the district as vice-

chairman, and the most senior district school supervisor in 

the district as member-secretary. (lec. 222 (c), BP 881) 

[ (4) ] (D) Munie1pal board of canvassers - to be composed 

of the election officer or an officer of the Commission as , 

chairman, the municipal treasurer as vice-chairman, and.the 

most senior district school supervisor o~ a principal of the 

district as member-secretary. 

For purposes of the regional elections in the Au~nomous 

Region in Muslim Mindanao, a board of canvassers for each 

proyince therein and for the region shall be constit~ted as 

follows: A provincial board of canvassers with the same 

, membership as provided in Iro.' 1 hereof; and a regional board of 

canvassers to be composed of a z:egional election directo:r or a 

ranking .lawyer of the Commission as chairman, an officer of 



1 

2 

3 

equivalent rank ~n the 

and, ,an of.f icer • also 
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Departlllent of Justic,e as vice-chllir!Jan. 
. • _~.) i.. 

of equal rank. in the Depart'deni: of 
" 

Education. CUlture and Sports in ,~e. [a]A?tonomouIJ [r)Uegion as 

4 mSimer-secretary. (Sec. '2. RA 7647) 

5 For the barangay elections. a barangay board of canvassers 

6 ohall be constituted in ,each barangay with more ~ one (1) 

7 

8 

9 

. :.0 

precinct to be composed of the senior public school teacher in 

i::he barangay as chairman and two (2) other publicschocl 
II ;. . . 
tea~rs. pn~" as vic,e-chairman and the other ,\8 iJlISlber-secretary. 

. . .:..' 

In case ~e number of public flcbool teachers is' lnadequnte • 

11 the ~i3oiOD shall uesignate the chairman and !Ue!llbaro of the . 

12 
. ". ....~ .J ~ . , 

barangay hoard of canvllssers froa ImOIlg the chairmen e!!d memhern . -. . . 
13 of the boardp of· election inspectors of the precincts .~n the 

: . ( . . -, ", '-.. ~. ; " 

14 harangay. (sSe. 104. Res. 2022-A) 
'.: :,;1;- { "., .. " 

15 ! .+n ,barangays with only one (1) precinct. tho board of i I ~ .,., •• - " 1';- . :1'. . .j _ 

16 elcc:tion in~ctors shall act as the barangay board of canvassers 
v ~ . . . r.1. . I' . 

,"; ''oj 

17 (Se~~! 100. Res. 2022-A) 
:~,:) ~ .. 

18 6:34:.. [261] 2152. RgDtrvisiog ~ cQntrol pvall' bOAI'd. gfi' 
( f\ 

19 ~~""'~,..~< - ,Th~ Con:mission shall have direct control and 

20 

21 

22 

23 

r!: . 

. . ~. 
~uJ7 mlZ~er of the board may. a1; any ti!::le. be relieveCi for 

! d 
c."luee ~a ~v.~~ituted by the COm:Iisr .LOD. 

", : .. 
" 

G!l~.[2GZ] a~:ll. SgiIJ/!jUt;gt . ..!.rull ,Pl! ~ 2f ~.PM"~«I\ 'gg 

.24' ~t'llml. - In case any l!1eitlbe:: of the board is not. a~ailDJ:)le. 

25 is. absent:. a.ie~alin~ due t;; relationship, incapacitated for 

26 

27 

213 

29 

30 

31 

.. 
CJn"l '=W,UEl'il. or relieved for CZ',1ilSO , the Col!miasion shall &ppoint (W 

, ". I cu.b£ltitut:e ch,!lirrum, n lawyer or Officialrof the CO!miesion, and 

8:!l r.lubsti1l:lItA msl!lbera. ·o~.be}: representati~es frcl!'l tJ>~ diffel!:'ent 

l'.g'P..2lcies of the go1rO:rn:lll"--Dt. (sec. 2, !til. 71SG) I . . -" 
I 7h"1 f~re~i~g po1fElr cf ~e COLmiosion ,may be d::!<:lgated to· 

fbI) co...~iseioqer-in~ ox tb~ ~ion. (Netf) 

!' 

• 

• 
:, 
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SEC. [263] 264. DisquAlification dJm'tg relationship. '- No 

person related within the fourth civil,degree of consanguiriity 

or affinity to any of the candidates or to any other member of 

the board of canvassers shall be appOinted as chairman or member ' 
! 

thereof. (Sec. 222, BP 881) 
i~ 

SBC. [264] 265. Prohibition agaipst leaving official 

stati'On. - No member of any board of canvassers, lncluding'!iily 

substitute, shall be transferred, assigned, or detailed outside 

" of his official station, nor shall he leave said station within 

five' (5) days immediat~ly preceding election day until the 
.. 

proclamation of the winning candidates, without prior authority 
, " 

of the COmmission (Sec. 223, BP 881) 
, 

SEC." [265] 266. proceedings gf hMnJ at "''PBssers. - The , 
proceedings of the board shall be open and public. (Sec. 20, RA 

it 6646) ; , 

- " 

A majority vote shall be necessary for the' board to render" a 

decision. (Sec. 225, BP 881) 

, ,,',' ',SEC. [266] 267. Rotice gf' uetings' gf tim bMw. - At least 

five (5') days before the init~ial meeting of 'the' board, the 

chairman shall give written notice of" the date, time and place 6f 

the meeting to each member, candidate and political party 

fielding'" candidates for election in the political subdivision 

cortcerned: '<Similar notice shall be given' fo~ subsequent meetings 

L unlelils' notice has -been given in open session of the board. 

'lN~tice given :l.n oPen session shall be recorded in the minutes of . '. 
i~t! pr~-ceifil.ings:' Proof of service of notice shall be attached 

fb,'n. .. ci form part of~ the recoi-ds of the proceedings. (Sec. 23, 

ru\:' ('7166) 

SEC. ["67) 268. Deliyery AP4 uap •• ittal'gf election 

ret~. - The election returns~ duly sealed and placed inside'an 

envelope; like~ise to be sealed, shall be personally delivered ~y 
. I: 

J, 
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1 the" board of election' inspectors under receipt signed by all the 

2 mem~rs of the board. of canvassers as follovs: 

3 [( 1)] (A) Copy for the city or municipal board of' 
. ' 

4 canvassers to the chairman of the board; and 

5 [(2)] (8) COpies for the provincial and district hoards of· 

6 canvassers ~ to the election officer, who shall trana~it the 

7 same to the respective chairmen of the provincial and . «:listrict 

8 hoards of canvassers.' 

9 The election officer concerned shall place all the returns 

1~ intended for the hoard of canvassers .inside a ballot box P:r0P8rly . 

11 l.ocJted and sealed and personally tranBllit the aame to ~ board 

12 of canvassers. 

13 watchers of candidates, political parties, organizati~, or 

14 coalitions and the ACCREDITED citizenll arm OF TBECO .... ISSIO. 

15 shall have the right to accompany the board of election 

16 inspectors or the election officer in the delivery of the ballot. 

17 box contnining the election returns. (sec. 229, BP 881) 

18 

19 

20 

DC. [269] 269. Se«VUJJt,. gj rnn""littdaloc;t;ion ~WM. 

~ The board ahall. keep the ballot boxes containing the e~ection 
, 

returns in a safe and secured room or place as may be agreed 

2.1 upon by the candidates.~he uatchers of candidates, political 

22 parties, organizations, or coalitions and the citizens ~ shall 

23 have the right to SfoV\rd ,the room or place. (Sec. 229, BP ~1) 

24 1mC. [2691] 270. ~'l';ir48§ 1J% ImaI:'ll Ai MI'YMHD. ~ n~ board 

25 ahall meet Dot later tha~ B~X o'clock in ~be afternoon of 

26 .' election da~i at th-a plp.ell d!'i!si.:1t'.lIt.cd by tile COmmission to ~i"e 

27 the election returnS andimledill.te1r canvass those that lIIBy have 

28 already been received.· It snall maRt ~~ntiDuously from 'day to 

29. day until the. ~Y.I!-BS: irL~let:.eO.. N\<J. mny. adjourn only for 

30 the purpoce of await,ing the other aler.tiol) re;turna. 

31 Be~ore the ot,a.r.t or tho cal;\v8:S~. the board shall enter the 

• 

• 
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1 precinct numbers ,'consecutively 'in the statement of votes by 
" , 

2 precil1ct. Each time the board adjourns" it shall detefMine the 

3 

4 

total numb,er of" votes received by each candidate in each 

precinct as of its adjournment, using the form prescribed ~or the 
~ ,I, I 

5 purpose. Tpe board, shall record the same together with the 

6 number of precincts canvassed for the day, furnish the 
, " 

7 COmmission in Manila through the fastest means of commun~cati~ 

8 a certified,copy thereof, and make'available the data contained 
, i 

9 therein to the mass media and' other interested parties requesting 

,10 the ;same. As soon as the other election ~eturns are delivered, 

the board shall immediately resume canvassing until all the' 
!, ;:-. 

returns have been canvassed. 
, 

13 upon completion of the canvass, t~e board shall prepare a 

14 certificate of canvass, duly signed ancl bearing the thumbprint of 

15 each member, supPorted by It stateineut of the votes received, by 

16 each candidate in each precinct arld', on the ba~is th~reof, 

17 

18 

proclaim as elected the candidates:who obtained the highest 
. . '1.-

number of votes cast in the pro'Vince, district, city, or 
" , 

19 municipality. Failure to' comply wfth these requirements shall 

constitute an election offense. , ' 

Subject to reasonable except1ois, the board must comple~ 
" 

22 its canvass wi thin thirty-six (36) hours in municipalities, 

23, forty-eight (48) hours in cities, '[or]' AND seventy-twQ (72) 

24 hours in provinces. (sec~ 2S1, BP 8Jl) 

25 SEC. [2701 271. Canya!!l!ilng ! 'Qtlmitteef!. - The board of -
, , 

26 canvassers may constitute such nUl!lbt i: of canvassing committees as 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

may be necessary to enable it to coi !plete the canvass wi thin the 

period prescribed under the immediaf.:ely preceding s,~ct1on •• Each 

committee shall be composed of thrli,e (3) "'embers to iDe designated . -, 
" 

by the chairman and, l!Iembers of tb'J 'boaro. All candidates shall 
,I ' 

be notified in writing, at least three (3) days before the 

i 
! .. 

.,,', ,." 

, , 
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, . 

1 election, of the nWlber of co.aittees to be constituted so ;that , 

2 ~hey; can design'i~ their watchers in each cO_,ittee.;The 

3 c~ittees shall b8 under the direct supervision and control. of . 

4 the J:x)ard,. (sec. 22, RA 6646) 

5 

6 agnicillal . lIOardi At c.gy •••• rI. - [( 1) ] (A) The board .. of 

7 

8 

9 

canvassers for cities that do not ~rise one (1) legislatiye 

«:Iistrict or ;:the aunicipal board of canvassers shall canvass the 

election returns for city or .unicipal officials and the~eafter. 

10 p,1"QClaia the elected city or .unicipal officials, as the case may 

11 

12 

be. ; t. 

" [(2')] 
, 

(8) The city board of canvassers for cit~es 

13 ~rising one (1) or more legislative districts shall ¢anvass 

14 the'. election returns for President, Vice-President, 'Senators, .. . 
15 Me~ers of. the Rouse of Representatives and elective. city 

16 officials. upon completion of the canvass, the board shall 

17 prepare the certificate . of canvass for President, Vice-, 
'. 

18 PreSident, and Senators and thereafter proclaim the elected 

19 

20 

21 

22 

, .. 
M~rs of the Rouse of Representatives and .city officials, 

[(3)] (C) [(a)] (1) In a~ropolitan Manila, each 
, 

municipality coaprising a legislative district sball have.a 

district board of canvassers wbicb shall canvass the elect.ion 

23 returns for President, Vice-President, senators, Members of the 

24 Rouse of Representatives and elective municipal offici~ls. upon 

25 coapletion of the canvass, it sball prepare the certificate .of 

26 canvass for PreSident, Vice-President, Senators, and thereafter 

27 

28 

29 

proclaim the elected ...... bers of the Rouse of Representatives and 

.unicipal officials. 

[(b)] (2) The ,collponent aunicipal1ty in a legislative 

30 district in' aetropol1tail Manila shall each have a lllimicipal board . 

31 of canvassers which'sball canvass the election returns for 

" 

. \, 

., 

• 
, , 

• 
. ~: 

" 

I • 

• ~.'! : 
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elective municipal officials and thereafter proclaim the winning 

candidates for municipal officials. 
. " .; (. 

[(c)] (3) The district board of canyassers of each 

legislative. district comprising two (2) municipalities in 

metropolitan Manila shall canvass. the election returns for 

president, Vice-President, Senators and Member of the House of 
. . , -

Representatives submitted by the boards of election. ins~ctors of 
I 

t;he c;omponeIlt municipalities. Opo~ completion of the canvass, it 

:' shall prepare a certificate of canvass for President, Vice­

President and senators and thereafter proclaim the winning 
.~ . ' ~ , -

can.;lidate for Membli!r of the House of Representative" in the. 

legislative district. 

[(4)] CD) The provincial board of canvassers shall 

canvass the election returns .. for: President,'. Vice-President, 

S~,~i!-tors, Members of the House. of Representatives and elective.· 

provincial officials as submitted by the boards of election 

ins~ectors of municipalities a~d_componentcities." Opon 

comPletion of the caJ:lv ..... s. it shall prepare"the certificate of 
. :) " . . 

canvass for~resident, Vice-President and Senators, and . . . . " . 

thereafter proclaim the winning candidates for._~embers of the 

House of Representatives and pro7incial offices. 

with respect: to the regional elections .in the Autonomous ... -' . , 

Region in Muslim Mindanao, the ~roYincial board of canvassers 

Sll~l1 canvass the election. returns submitted by. the ~ard of 

election. inspectors an., upon completion . thereof, prepare th~ 

certificate of canvas~. for governor· 'and yice-governor, and 

thereafter procldm the elet:.ted members of the Regional ~sembly. 

The re~ionalbt) ... r.d ". Clf c,anvassers .. shall canvl,lss ,.the 

c~rtif:icates of canvass subillhted. by the .... provincial boards of 

c.l,lpyassers in the region and tt~reafter proclaim the elected 

candi~tes for governor and vice-g""ernor,. (!;~. 2~, RA 7166) 

.. ' ~~ . .,. 
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SEC. (272] 273. Distribution gf certifiCAtes gf canvass. --., . . 

With respect to the election for President, Vice-President and 
" Senator, the provincial board of canvassers and board of 

canvassers for cities with one (1) or more legislative districts 
, -"': .~ 

and district boards of canvassers in metropolitan Manila shall . ,',. 
"1 J; 

prepare a certificate of canvass supported by stat~mentof 

votes by precinct, and in proper cases, by municipa;~~y,i :\in 

seven (7) copies with the use of carbon paper or such otber 
' .. • t .:..: '_~ :; '. 

means or material as the Commission shall prescribe to the end 
.. ' '.' . 

that all seven (7) copies shall be legibly reproduced in one 
1.:. '" 

handwriting. All copies of said certificate of canvass must bear 
, , 

the signatures and thumbmarks of all the members of the board. 
- ;' r' . 

Upon the completion of these certificates of canvass and 

14 statements of votes, they sball eacb be enclosed and s~aledin 

,15 

16 

17 

18 

1~ 
, 

20 

21 
'2~ 

! 
2~ 

:' 1 ~ 

-, f 

24 ' 
2~ 

1 

2~ 
27 

28 

29 

30 , , 
I 

311 

~e corresponding envelopes furnished by the Commission and 

immediately distributed as follows: 

[(1)] (A) The first copy, to-Congress, through tbe 
. . "'.: ~ . ":.-: .- " , 

President of the Senate, for the canvass of election:results 
'." . " (- s' ... ... • ." .; :.... ; . :~: " ..... \ . 

for President and Vice-President; 
,', 

'. -:. 

[(2)] (B) The second copy, to tbe Commission, for the 
i." .~~'~-:::-'-' So-- --,')-

canvass of the election results for Senators; 
,,:. ..... ~- . .:f) 

[ ( 3 ) ] ( C) The third copy, to the chairman of the board; " 
,': .' ...• .-

[( 4) ] (D) The fourth copy, to the citizens arm de~ignated 
, ' .- .. ' l>-:' ! ,,' 

by the Commission to conduct a media-based unofficial co~t; '~ 

[(5)] (E) The fifth, sixth and seventh copies, to the 
. . " . ,-.' 

three (3) major political parties. ,The Commission shall decide 
-; , , 

1~ ;- '. J 

which parties shall receive the copies of the certificate pf 
,.: ,\ '! ~ ", i 

canvass on, the basis of the criteria provided in Section ,98 

her'eo!. 
J :" . '. , 

The parties receiving the certificates shall have the 
i '. ' 
obl~gation to furnish the other parties with authentic copi~s 

thereof wi tit 
, 

" ; 

the least possible delay. (Sec. 29(b), RA 7166) " 

• 
, 

,I 

, ,i, 

• " 

,', 
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1 

2 il.i(ierept £rQl!ll !lsa:i9lllei6l. mmippr. - Any election returns vi tb 

3 serial number different from 'that assigned to a precinct shall 

4 not he canvassed ilDless -the COmmission orders in writing for its 

5 canvassing. The TarillDce sMll be detGrr.lined by the board prior 

6 to its ~anvassingon the basis of the certification of the city 

7 or municipal ',trear.urer or the election officer as to the serial 

8 number 'of the ele<',t~.on returns a::!Eligned to said precinct; (Sec. 

9 212, BP 881) 

10 

11 dmlt.JQiad. - In (;).Se tUl copy of the ele.~tion ret:urnD is BisBing, 

12 the : board. of CS.lVlll'3otts shall, by messell~er" or otherwise, obtain 

13 sucb ~i~:!i~3' "lecti'on retllrlllill from tile bOB.ref of election 

14 inspectora cl)rlcernea, or, if Gaid ::,oturus haa beon lost or 

15 destroyed, the board ofcanvass,"rs, l!l¢on prior lSIuthority of the 

16 COImiz=!::::.,. May ,USf! any .. f th3 Elut.he.ut.ic copie:! or L\ certified 

17 copy t~o:;:-~I')i izsued by'the Cor;ll'Jisoion. The [3]Boerd' sball 

18 invectigu~c the case nne iaro~ia~ely rGport the ~tter to the 

19 commission • 

• 20 

21 all thn election !'etl:'rns b.Qv·~ OO~l!l T.eC~i'lJ'6d, !:l'.~y t:c::::i:!llte the 

22 C~V8.8~ 11X\>S. l'!'o::laim the wiul1i:'J c~u(Udnte:!: on 'the baaie of the 

23 available elect.ion~ret.\u:ns if· ti.~ i2ia~ing ~l=tic:.\ returns 8ill 

24 not affect t±.~ rc~l"tll.of we ~1et:\~.'lI!il. (Sec. 233, BP 881) 
" 

25 eKe. [275} 376.. ~.t.qlL\;>,l C!~.w.:\;" i~ filAGW".II?~ ~t.~.!!.. - If 

26 the na::1l3 of any c:mdi,daw a.ns'/or hi'" 'V~ter:':' bi'.'.V0 ~61 omitted frca 

27 the elBctipn ,ret.urns, ,the l.ooa1-c:l Ole c:<m\'~,st'lers l'Ju<l.ll reql.,ire the ' 

28 board of election 

29 datei:n thlOl AJ~t:j.o.;'. !"a'O:,1X'1!:P.; ~~1 axf:"1.:t t.i:oeh initl~19 thp.!"SOo. -.. -. . 
f 

30 I;: ~':~ votetl .~itt.(?.d i.n Y'y,f) ~'twrn;:, (.!,,\l."XlOt 00 i:.IlCA!:t:!!ined 
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1 shall, after satisfying itself that the identity and 

2 integrity of the ballot box and the ballots therein have not been 

3 violated, order the board of election inspectors to count the ' 

4 votes for the candidate whose votes have been omitted, wi'th . . , 
, ' 

5:' notice to all candidates or political parties, and thereafter 

6 complete the returns. (Sec. 234, BP 881) 

7 SEC [276] 277. KbIR election retarDs ARPBar tg bI t,apo~ed 
• 

8, !r.ith ~ falsified ~ IHl election retgrps IH!.D JluD trnheUted. -

9' 

10, 

11 
I 

12: '. , 
1 

13. 

, 
If the election returns submitted to the board of canvassers 

1, 

appear to be tampered with, altered or falsified after they 

have left the hands of the board of election inspectors, or are 

the board of , otherwise not authentic, or were prepared by 

erection inspectors under duress, force, OR intimidation, or 

14 prepared by persons other than the members of the board of 

. '~ 

15 election inspectors, the board shall use any of the other 'copies 
~.";g~': "r 

16 ," offi!lid election returns and, if necessary, the' copy inside .the 

17 \ ballot b-lx, which may be retrieved upon previous authority given 
c 

18 by' the CommiRsion. 

19 

20 , 

21 ! 
! 

22 j 

! 
23 , 

! 

24 

" 

If all the other copies of the returns are likew~se tampered 
,:: ~ i , 

with, altered, falsified, not authentic, prepared under duress, 

force, OR intimidation, or prepared by persons other than the 

llIember's of the board of election inspectors, the board of 

canvassers or any candidate affected shall bring the matter to 

the attention of the Commission. The Commission shall, after 

25 giving notice to all candidates concerned and after sat~Bfying 

.26 "itself that the identity and integrity of the ballot box ,and 
j .,,:. 

27 .: th~ ballots therein have not been violated, order the board of 
! -

28 'el~~t.ion inspectors to recount the votes of the candidates 

29 affected and prePare a new return to be used by the board. (Seq. 

30 235, BP 881) 

31 
: ,. 

The .foregoing remedies shall also apply where no election 
".: 

• 

• 
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'.;. 

1 returns bas been sulDitted to the board of canvassers. (~6¥) 

2 . SEC. [277] 278. DJ.1CUlM'oo1U .ill ol.oct;1on ntpnaU. -:- In case 

3 it appears to the board of canvassers tbat tbe~e exis~ 

4 discrepancies in the other authentic copies of tbe election 

5 ;r;eturns froll a precinct o'r discrepancies in the votes of any 

6 candidate "1M TARAS," in words and 1M figures in .the sase 
. '!' 

7 returns, and the difference affects the results of theel~tion, 

8 .the COl!l!llission sball, upon motion of the board of canvassers or 
• • i 

9 

10 

11 

-12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

.any candidate affected and after due notice .toall candidates or 

,pol+tical 

integrity 

parties concerned, and after satisfying itself. of the' 

of the ballot box. and the ballots therein, order· the: , 

recount of the votes cast. (sec. 236, BP. 881) , 

SBC. [278] 279. [pPEroctioP gf "nntloat Brrorgl,[QlYIQDBLX , . . 

IJMVll'AeURID IUJIJUIS ml CPIlllCADS.] ILlelIOII '''''-1 QJ1 

C!EJli'8Xl'i'ltCADI lID IDtIltICer,LJ JIIPIIORI",! IIDIII; MUIlISI , 
~ •. :- 1M 'lBB BlQniCISB OF I'lS ADMIRII'lRA'lIVB P01nmS, the 

'l. ,,',' ...•. :: • 

bDnrQof canvassers, or theCOmaission in appropriate cases, _y, 
" \.. '." 

wt.tn proprio or .. upon .w,1'i tten aotion by an interested party, 
• • . • • ..~ .'~ ,"< ' . 

Jm~UDE [OBVIOUSLY MAllUFAC'fUR,lm BLBOIOlI RB'tUlUiS ABD. CBnIFICA'lBS 
" " . ". , 

OF CAHVASS order tbe correction of] BLBC'lIOR RB'lURRS loRD i; 
21 CBR7IF.lCA'lBS. OP' CARVASS WID S'lUIS'lIg.LLY.IJIPR()BABLB;~IBS OR 

. _ ....... , .... ""'1-. -_ . .' ~. 

22 CP.n~ 'lHB CORRE~IOB'S OP ~ifellt,· erro.rs :lD any of the fol101fing 

23 

24 

...,.'~ . 

[( 1)]' (~) 

. ~ " 

When a copy of t~eelection returns or 

25 I cerancate ~f canvass was tabulated IIIO~' t;han once; 

26 [(2)] (D) When two (2) or aore copies of the election 

27 return~ of one precinct, or two (2) or 1I0re copies ·~f tbe 

cc~~~~~~te of Canvassvere tabulated separately; ,--.. ' 28 

29 [(3)] (C) When thAre had been.a lIistab .. .in the cOpying of 

30 the figures into the· statement of votes or into the certificate 
: " 

31 of r~~vaBs; or 

\, 
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[(4) ] (D) When returns from non-existent precincts were 

included in 'the canvass [!few']. 

SBC. [279] ':280 ~ Cert:ifiCate' gg yOtel!J U eYidence. - The, 

c~rt~fi~ate' of votesshalibe adJoissible in evidence to prove 

t~~~ering~ alte~ation, fiilsificati'on' or any 'irregularity 
" ::: '. ~'. ,- "\" .: • : . ':." • , '-".. , t ' . " . , ' . , . f . 

commi tted in the election 'returns when 'duly authenticated by 
"!. : " .' . , ' • ,. 1 " • ,',,' " , 

testimonial or documentary evidence presented to the board" of 

8 canvassers by all' the meinbers of' th~ • board ot' election 

9 
. . " . ~ .' ~.' i· 

Failure' to present"aj 

10 certifii:ate of 'votes sha'llnot be a bar to'the presentation of , 
, :... r . .' . ." '." 

11 'other evidence to impugn the authen'ticlt.y 'of the election 

12 

13 

, , 
returns. (Sec. i7~ RA 6646) 

:. . - - . . . I 

SEC. [280] 281. JlIum iDtQgrit;x gf MUota i.ll violated. If" ' 

14 upon" 'o~ing tlt~ ballot, box ~sordered 'by the' COmmf~sion under 

15~ecti:bhs275, '276[~']m '2"';' [,278] hereof> it ~hoiild' appear 

16 

17 
'," "~,.r.~. , ~,';'f"\ ., •• ). :( ", , • 

of the ballots, the' CollllliisSion shall not recolint the ballots but 

18 ' shall ' forthwith 'iiie~l , the; mi'lloe 'tiOX and 'order ' itssafekeep~ng' and 

19 may'; 'if the votes: in the pr~einct concerned affect the result of 

20 the el~Ction, call a special"election. "(Sec.' 2'37, BP"'881, AmeDd-

21 
. 'I' . ,- . ,. 

ec1) 

22 

23 - In case;r under 's;;ctfons 275,276~ 277 and 278 hereof, the board 
':1 

24 shall continue the canvass of the remaining or unques,tioned 

25·, 

26 

election 'return~. ti: ~fter the' 'cim"ass of 'all 'the said r~turns, 
. .--' j' • J.."'. ''''. - I 

it should be determined that the returns'wh~ch have been set 

27 ~side will affect' the result 'of the election, no proclamation 
, ' 

28 shall' be made except upon order of the Coamiission; att~r due 

29. 

30 

notice an~ hearing. 
, J.' 

31 void. (Sec. 238,BP 881)""" ,,< 

.' ~ .. --

• 

• 
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BBC. [282] 283. ADD'" at yoU. ~ """ton. - 'rhirty (30) 

day~ after the elections, the Commission sitting en banc and 

acting as the Rational Board of Canvassers for SenatOrs sball 

convene and ,publicly count the votes. cest for senators using the 
I( ~. .' 

certificates of canvass subaitted by the provincial and distric,t 
. 

boards of canvassers. 'rhe candidates in the nWlber of senators 
:,r 

to be elected wbo obtained the bighest nWlber of votes shall be 

declared elected. (Sec. 215, 1971 Be, AlDended) 

BBC. [283] 2M. lIoeUoDS rewglUag ill • tH. - When twQ 

(2) or more candidates for the SIUll8 office have equally received ,. 
:; . 
the highest nUilber of V9tes or received the SaJ18 nUliber of vo~s 

for the last slot, tbe board sball record tbis fact in its 

.inutes, and, by resolution, upon five (5) days' notice to all 

the "andidates obtaining the same nUliber of votes, bold a special 

public aeeting for the drawing of lots of the candidates Who have 

tied and proclaim as elected the candidates who aay be favored by 

luck. 
.1" 

Tbe board of canvassers s~allfortbwitb issue a 
, " 

certificate stating the name of the candidate wbo h~d been 

favored by luclt and his procllllUltion on the basis thereof. 'rhe 
., . . . 

~didates so proclaimed shall have the right to asSU1!18 office .in 

the slme manner as ·if be bad been elected by plurality. vote. 

(Sec~ 24~, BP 881) 

sec. [284] 285. rAilgro iA "'UP' offico. - rbe office of 

,any elected official who fails or refuses to take bis oath of 

off~ce within sixty (60) days from his proclamation sball be 

conside);~d .acant, unless said failure is for a cause o~ causes 

beyond his control, in wbicb case be bas to take his oath of 
'. .::'. ~" . 

offi~e andassWl'oatho·POsition within one (1) aonth after tbe 

re!l::Oval of the cause. 

ne forego~g is without prejudice to IlIW 'criDiinal liabi1~~y 

tbatsaid official may have incurred. (Sec. 11, BP 881) II ',. 

o 
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" 

SEC. [285] 286. DefWUon. - A pre-proclamation controversy 

refers to any question affecting the composition or proceedings 

of the board of canvassers or any matter raised in relation to 

the preparation, transmission,' reCeipt, custody', or appreciation 

8 of the election returns or certific'a'ies of canvass. (Sec. 241, 

9 BP 881) 

10 

11 

12 

SBC. [286]-'287. Jur!sdictiop oyer ~-proclanAtioD 

QQDtrgyersies. - The commission shall have exclusive jUriB4iction 

over all preproclamation controversies. It may, motu proprio or 

13 upon written petition, 'and af.tar due notice and hearing, f$uspend' 

14' the, proclamation of any candidate-elect or annul any 

15 proclamation, if one has been made, as 'the 'evidence shall t.farrant 

16 (Sec. 242, BP 881) .' '.-' 

17 SEC. [2S7] aS8. ~-&roclawatiOD c~rgy.r8iftm; Hbere DQt 

18 allQNO~. - Pre-proclaoationcontroversies are not alloved in 

19 elections for 'President, Vice-President,'''senators, Members of the 

20 House of Representatives~ and ':governor, vice-governor ARD 

21 REGIonAL ASS~LY Hlnm~·:~f· t'.h .. ,lIut;" .. "llDusRegion.' 

22 Any objection to the election returns or certificates of 

23 canvass before the dist:.rict.,,; city ,Dunicipal, provincial or 
. . . ! 

24 regional board of canvasseZ'fl ahall he specifically noted in the 

25 minutes of its pro ceedin ;is. (sec. 15, 1m 7166, Amended) 

26 SBC. [2G8] 239. ~-~~clamnttnm coptrgvet8ies; Where 

27 all~. - pre~proclaQation controversies involving provincial, 

28 

29 

city and,nunicipal, 'o:~fica:: :lh",ll "'" ~J,J.o~ed~' 
.. ,;., . 

S~C. [289] Z90. ~~~-~~AtipA ~ontrovar8ieB; BAH 

30 co:mC1lJIICm!. - Questions effecting the composition or proceedings 

31 of the board of canvassers llIal' be initiated in the board or 

o 

• 

• 
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directly with the COlllJ!lission. 'Bowever, matters raised in 

. rel~tion, to the preparation, tran&lllission, receipt, ,custody and 

appreciation of .. theelection returns or certificates of canvass 

shall be '»rougbtin the first instance only before the board of 

canvassers ,concerned. (Sec~17, RA 7166) 

-SRC, •.. [-290] 291., 138ges proper iA an-p;r;gclIlI!lAUoD 

cAAtKoverpielll.' -,The"following issues· may be raised in a' pre-

proclamation controversy:" 

[(1)] CA) Illegal CQPIPOsition or proceedings of the board 

of canvassers: ,. 

[(2)] (D)_ The canvassed election returns or certificates 

of Canvass are incomplete, contain material defects, appear to be 

taspered with .orfalsified, 'or contain discrepancies in the same 

returns or. ~n' other authentic cop'ies thereof; 

[(In, (e). The election returns 'or certifiC?Btes of canvass 

tl'ere prepared· under duress, threats, coercion, or intimidation, 

or not authentic; and 

[ (,4 ):1 ; {D) WheD; substitute or fraudulent returns or 

cert.ificates in, controverted precincts 'were. canvassed, 'the 

resuita of uhich,materially affected. the standing of the 

l!~ieved candidnt:B _or candidates., (Sec. :243, BP 881, Amquded) 

." .. S!1re~ [291]Z9&.CMteElUd '1B!@lIiUo.g m; prpcemilWsn gt iBm 

23 ~. -:- !f ,the -quostion on the composition or proceedings of the 

24 

25 

i~""':-::1 of CClDvlWRers -is rAised before it, the board 

In~'ty-iour (2~) hours,_ make a.' ruling thereon with 

shall, within 

notice to' the 

26: clOlOtest.;tI:rt. ··"he aggrieved party lIIay· appeal the matter to the 

27 'IC01.'ud.csion l-;-i-i,:hin three (3) days ·after the ruling with notice to 

23 tile ·b.:;:lIlOO. ~!le commission shall' s l umatily decide the case within 

29 :\:i",a {5,)cl!n:~8 f!('olD the filing thereof. During the pendency of 

30 ';;~ecace. the board shall suspend' the c;:anvass until the 

31 I CG'=isoion orasrs its restmption, citing the grounds therefor. 
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1 (Sec. 244, BP 881, Amended) 

2 SBC. [292] 293 •. Procedure 10 ~ dllPOlitioD gf contested 

3 returDS. - [(1)] (A) Any candidate.or politicai party 

4 contesting the inclusion or exclusion of any election returns or 

5 certificate of canvass shall sullmit his or its oral objection to 

.6 the chairman of the board at the time the questioned returns or 

7 certificate is presented for ,inclusion in the canvass, Such 

8 objection shall be recorded in the minutes of ~e canvass. 

9 [(~)] (B) Upon receipt of any objection, the board shall 

10 automatically defer the canvass of the contested returns or 

11 certificates and proceed to canvass the uncontested returns or 

12 certificates. 

13 [(3)] (C) Simulta~eous with the oral objection, the 

14 objecting party shall enter h,is objection in. the form prescribed .1 

15 by the Co.mmission. Within .. twenty-four (24) hours ffom the 

16 presentation of such objection, the objecting party shall submit 

17 evidence in support thereof, attached to .the form for written 

18 objections. Within the same period, any party may file a written 

19 and \'erified opposition ·to the objection in the prescribed form, 

20 attaching thereto supporting eVidence, if any. 

21 The board shall npt entertain any objection or opposition 

22 mtless reduced in vri ting in the prescribed formls and supported 

23 IbY evidence; otherwis~, the objection or opposition shall be 

24 I d=eCl. waived, and the board shall proceed to canv.ass or rule on 

25 th9 o~jected returns or certificates, as the case may be. 

26 The evidence attached to the objection or oppqsition 

27 submitted by the parties' shall be immediately and formally 

28 admitted into the records -of the board; The chairman shall affix 

29 hia signature at the back of each and every page thereof. 

30 [(4)] (D) Upon receipt of the evidence, the board shall 

31 consider. the uritten objections and opposition thereto, if any, 

• 

• 
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and enter its ruling in the prescribed form and authenticate the 

same with their signatures, furnishing, a copy thereof to the 

patties. 

,', ,[( 5 ) ] (B) Aily party adversely llffected by the ruling shall 

immedi~telY inform'the board inwritlng that he intends to appeal 

said ruling. The board shall set aside 'the election returns or 

certificates objected to and pr6ce~dto consider the other 
,\ , 

returns"or certificates. Unless such intent is manifested, the 

objection is deemed waived, and the election returns or 

certificates set aside shall ~ canvassed. 

[(6)] (F) The party'who manifested his intent to appeal 

~y, wi thin three (3) days from notice to the board, appeal said 

ruling to the COmmission. 'He sball furnish a copy thereof to' the 

board and pay the required appeal fee. 

,~(7)] (G), The board shall, immediately upon receipt of a 

copy of the appeal, elevate to the .Commission the complete 

records and the evidence submitted in the canvass and furnish the 

parties copies thereof. All documents should be signed ~y the 

board at the back thereof before they are transmitted to the , 

" [ (8) ] , (H) On the 'bas i s of the records and evidence 

elevated to it, the commission shall summarily decide th~ ~ppeal 

tli,thinfive (5) 'days from the receipt of said rec~rds and 

evidence .)\ny appeal brought before the commission on the ruling 

of the, board·;·wi thout the accomplished forms and tlle evidence 

append.ed thereto shall be slhmnarily dismissed., 

The above provisions notwithstanding, the Commission may 

motu proprio secure evidence aliunde in order to expedite the 

prcceedings and afford substantive justice. 

The decision of the comaiission shall be executory five (5) 

days from, receipt thereof by the board. 

" 
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1 [(9) ] (I) 
" j. 

The board of canvassers shall not proc~aim any 

2 candidate 'as winner unless authorized by ,tho Commission after it 

3 has ruled on the appeal. Any proclamation made in violation 

4 ,'" hereof: shall be void.'ab initio,'wiless the c~ntest~d returns or 

5' certificates of canvass will not adVers~lY affect the rel\nilts of 

6 the elections'. (S~.'20, ItA 7166) 

7' '" '-SEC.' [293] 294. Partial procllMtion. - Notwithstanding the 

8 pendE;ncy of any pre:"proclamation controversy, the Commiss10n may 

" 9 sUmm~rily order the "proclamation of the winning candidates not 
J 

10 parties to any controversy or whose election viII not be affected 

11 

12 

by the outcome of th~ controversy. (5ec.247," BP 881) 
, ' 

, SEC.- '[29.&]" i95. ~proclnMtiog controversy; JfMs domed 

13 ' teminated."'- All pre-proclamation controversies pending before 

14 the Commission shall be deemed terminated at the beginning of the 

15 term of the office involved and the rulings of the board of 

16' canvassers concerned shall be deemed affirmed, without prejudice 

17 to the filing of an election'protest. However, proceedings may 

18 continue when, on the basis of the evIdence thus far presented, 

19 the'Commission determines that the'petition appears meritorious 

20 and accordingly issues an order for the proceedings to continue 

21 or when an appropriate'o:r'der has beeDissued by the Supreme ,COurt 

22 in a'petition for certiorari: : (Sec. 16, RA 7166) 

23 IN SPECIAL' OR 'RECALL ELBC'fIORS, THE RULINGS OF THE BOARD OF 

24 CANVASSERS SHALL BE DimMIm AFFIlOOm APTER 30 DAYS. (Nmf) 

25' SEC. [295] 296. Bfiect gf petiUog t.g 'pm.' PTOCJ«g ... tion. -

26 A petition to annul the proclamation of 'any 'cau'didatemay be 

27 filed with the COmmission within five (5), dilys from proclamation: 

28 Thei filing of such petition shall suspen,d the running of the 

29 period within which to file an election protest or quo warranto 

30 proceedings~ (sec. 248, BP 881~ Amended) 

31 "'''- . 

• 

• 
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AR'fICLB J:. 

.. 
SBC. [296] 297. BlactioR cQRtasts. - The term nelec~ion 

contests," when used in this Code, refers to election protest and 
" '. 1" • 

quo warranto proceedings. (Rew) 
.: : 

SBC. -[297] 298. BlectioR protests. - A sworn petition 

contesting the election of any elective official [shall] MAY be 

filed by any candidate who has duly filed a certificate of 

candidacy and HAS been voted for the same office. (Sec. 250, BP 

881) 
, ' , 
'.' , 

SEC. [298] 299. retitioR ~ QYA WArrARto. - A sworn 

petition contesting the election of any elective official on the 

ground of ineligibility or disloyalty to the Republic of the 

Philippines [shail] MAY be filed by any voter. (Sec. 253, BP 

881, Amended) . , 
SBC. [299] 300. Jurisdiction over election coateaU. -

j '"" • • j" '. 

J~risdiction over contests relating to the elections, retu~s and 

q1,lalifications of elective officials shall be vested, in the 
, " 

following: 
" ' 

[(1)] (A) Presidential Electoral Tribunal - over contests 

involving the President and Vice-President; (Sec. 4, Art. VII, 
" , t," 

COnst~ ) 

[(2)] (B) Senate Electoral Tribunal - over contests 
" 

involving'Members of the Senate; (Sec. 17, Art. VI, COnst.) 

[(3)] (C) House of Representatives Electoral Tribunal -

over contests involving Members of the House of Representatives; 

(Sec. 7, Art. VII, COnst.) 

[( 4)] (D) Commission on Elections - over contests 

involving regional, provincial and city 'officials; (Sec. 2, (2), 
" 

Art. IX, C, COnst.) 

[(5)] (E) COurts of general jurisdiction - over contests 
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1 involving municipal officials; and (Sec. 251. BP 881) 

2 , [(6)] (F) Courts of limited jurisdic,tion""-,, over contests 

3 

4' 

5 

." ". : . .~", "." 

involving barangay officials. (Sec. 252. BP 881) 
. .,: ' '- ; ". (~ ( .. : ~:. 

SEC.' [300] 301. JprilAiction af ~ Cpm.i •• iPR. - ~be 
'''.-' ",{ 

commission shall exercise exclusive original jurisdiction over 
; ,~:::,> l:i . :.' 

6 all contests relating to the elections. returns, and 
." ."" -' ." . 

; " 

7 qualifications of, all elective regional. provincial an4, ,city 
. ~ ,.: 

8 officials. and appellate jur~sdiction over all contests 
: : ~!. '-i-' '''',,1' i ,. ".~' 

9 involving elective lIUI1icipal officials decided by trial courts of 

10 general jurisdiction. or IBVOLVIBG elective barangay officials 

,11 

12 

decided by trial courts of limited jurisdiction. (Sec.: 2(2). , 

Art. IX(C). canst.) 
, 

13 SliC. [301],302. Poriocl m flle .1ecUPR cpptogtll.' - A 

14 verifi8d petition for election contest shall be filed as follows: 

15 [(1)] (A) For regional. provincial. city or municipal 

16 offices - within ten (10) days frOlll proclamation of the r~sults 

17 

18 

19 

2.0 

>: r if, . . 

of the election. (Sees. 250 an,d 251.BP 881) 
:. ,'" 

[(2)] (B) For barangay offices - within five (5) daYiJ froa ' 

proclamation of the results of the election. , (See. 252. :in> 881. 
i ,:. 

! ',.. 

21 He. [302] 303. aevtnp of o1oct:i.cm ccuat.oatggR mmtcw' 

22 ~ i>H~ ~. - The bearing on election contests in Courts 

23 of general jurisdiction shall be completed within thirty (30) 

24 dnys from the date of filing of the petition. ~he court sball 

25 decide tile C&Bfl within tbirty (30) days, from the date it is 

26 svh!!l1'l:tea for decision. but in every case within six (6) IIOnths 

27 ru:telr ita filing. (new) 
" 

28 The hearing on election contests in courts of limited juris-
",- ; ,.:, :,-

29 diction shall be C01'lIpleted within ten (10) days from the DAD OF 

30 filing of tbe petition. The trial court, sball decide tbe 

31 election protest within five (5) days frol!l the date it is 

• 

• 
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1 submitted for decision but in every case within. thirty (30) days 

2 after the filing thereof. (New) 

3 !:tEe:. p03 L 304. ~cedure .1A elecUo!!l contestB. - The 

4. commission shall.prescribe the rules to govern the . procedure and 
.-;:' '; .. . 

5;o_th~r matt;ers relating? to the election contest pertaining to all '" -. .'. 

6 . ~«lioIl.~l, p~ov~ncial, city, municipal and barangay offices. Such 
. ! ... 

7. I"91el3, shall. p:c;ovide ·a simple, and inexpensive procedure' for the 

8 expeditious disposition of election contests and SHALL -be 

9, published in 
'" ".' 

at least two .(2) newspapers of general 

10 ' ci~culation.. (Sec. 254, BP .8.81, Amended). 

11 

.'12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

GBC:.[30~] 305 •. .Jutjlic!!lI.l. coupting gg yoten. - .Where 

allegations in. a protest or counter-protest so warrant, or 
.' . 

whenever in the opinion .of the Commission [and] OR thecou~, the 

interest of justice so requires, it shall immediately orde~ that 

the ballot boxes containingthe.ballots and their k~ys or·other 

~ocuments l,!S~ il'l the ~lection bs:brougIlt before it and that the 

17 ballots be examined and .the votes recounted. (Sec. 255, BP 881) 
, . 

I 

18 [s:!:c. 305.. ~dlN!:'l:\'i;i.Qn ~ ~..M1t ~ ~ ~ cas0l':}' - In 

19 

.20 

21 

22 

." . 

quo ~arra"lto proceedings, if th0 l'rinning candidate is disquali-

fieden,the ground of ineligibility or disloyalty, the Co~~ssion 

or the cour!: •. ·as the C'asa lllCly be, shall declare as elected the 

candidate for the same po::lition 17ho obtained the second highest 

23 n~~r of votes. (New)] 

24 SHe. 3GtG. l!'d_~'lI ma ~~ ~mt;. - The party who has 

25 been declared elected shall have the right toassucs office Upon 

26 fin:llity of juug.:I!eqt. 

a7 I~ c&se tbe ~ommi~sion or the court finds that the 

28 protestant, protestce, or intervenor shall have an equal or 

29 highest n\l'wer 01 'l;'otes, it shall order the dra~ling of lots by 

30 those who have tied m"d proclair.l as elected the party ~ho may' 

31 have heen.favored by luch. The party so proclai~ed' shall have 
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the right to assume office as if he had been eleetedby'plurality 

• (Sec. 224. 1971 Be. AIIIended)] 

3 SEC. 307. PRr!,D]IfIlTTOlI fm "'UN., 111 mil DRRN'!O CIl",. - IB 

4 QUO WARRANTO PROCEEDINGS. IFTHE,WIRNIRG CANDIDATE I~DISQOALI-

5 FlED OR THE GROUJm OF IHBLIGIBILlft OR DISLOYALft. THE cmlMISSIOJI 

6 OR THE COURT. AS THE CASE HAY BE. SHALL DECLARE AS BLB~ THE 

7 CARDIDATE FOR THE SAllE POSUIOIf WHO OBi'AllfED THE SECORD HIGHEST' 

8 IIrrnKBJitR OF VO'fBS. (mEW) 

9 SBC. [307] 308. ~)m. - Appeals from any dec~sion ren-

10 by courts of general and limited jurisdiction in election 

11· contest~ shall be filed by' the aggdeved party with the COmmis-

12 sion within five (5) days f~ the proBulgation of the decision 

13 receipt of [a copy thereof] 'fIlE DECISION. (Sec. 28. ~ 7166. 

14 ) 

15. Bo motion for reconsideration shall be ent~rtained'by the 

16 court. The appeal shall be decided within sixty (60) days after 

17 the case bas b1:len submitted for decision. but not later thansu 

18 (6) Eonths from the filiogof the appeal. (Sec. 256. BP 881. 

19 

20 

21 

II All!3Jl.de1:l[ ; sec. 22, RA 7166]) 

Notwithstanding' the provisions of the Rules of Court, 

of judgme,."lt paDding appeal shall not apply to election 

22 (Seu) 

23 smc. [308]309. QftcimiQDR At ~ Cgenfgpiog. - The COmmis-

24 oion Dhall decide all election cases brought before, it' within 

25 ~ixty (60) days froa the date of their submission for decision. 

26 decision of the CO~is8ion shall become final thirty (30) 

27 days [after] FRON promulgation or receipt of [judgment] THE 

28 DECISION. (Sec. 257. Bl? 881, AlmRDED) 

29 Decisions, final orders, or rulings of the, CO __ ission on 

30 elect.ion conteeto involving elective municipal 'and barangay , 

31 offices shall be final, executory and not appealable. (Sec.'2 

'. 

• 



• 
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1 (2), Art. IX(C), COnst.) 

2 SEC. [309] 310. Preferential ~sit!OD gf m1eetioP ~ 

3 testm iA courts. - The courts shall give preference to election 

4 contests over all other cases, except those of habeas corpus. 

5 (sec. 258, BP 881) 

6 
. I . 

7 cOll!pensato,XiY damages !!lay be granted in election contests in 

8 accol"dolce with lal1. (Sec. 259, BP 881) 

9 

10 
I ~j . 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1.6 

17 

18 

19 

20. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

2g 

30 

31 

GlRC. [3U] 312. !lpt,iea !If QlQ!!;il.QMmP!. - The clerk of court 

o.r the correspcn61ing official in· th9 COl:'3liDSion AS TIm casg"nAY 

~~, shall ireDediat~ly notify the Departe~nt of the Interior ~d 

\Lci.!al Govern.!!;l<:!nt of the final dioposition of the electi()111 cbn­

test. Xf· the decioion be that none of ·tbe partie3 hCG been 

leg.'llly elected, . said offioial sooll certify ouch decision to th3 

P~onic$nt of the ~hilippinee end to the COnmiasion. (Sec. 260, 

f.: ..i 

. :' 

.~ .. [312] 

g"-.:!:ilt.2'" o~ au cle::tion offense: 

(1 ) VO~0 buyiug' il'.nd vote I'::elling -

,~) n~y persoll ~~o ~ivp.e. O~f0r.S. or promises ~uey 

ot:" rnn1roo or offe;:s to ~ en e:!I/P-Miture, directly or 

in<lli;:cct1lf. to EmF pt:lrson or 9TOl'P. of l?erfl~n1'3 in oZt!er 

to inau~~ ~nyc~o to ~otA for. or against any candidate 

O~ ~ithTrAQl~lIl1El Vote·~.n thl'il electi~n or to vote for or 

I, a£,;'l~_llr.:;~ the l's~i~ation 0:1: eny ~cr;!~ant in a CODVC3n-

II' tioO"J or ~:~_'=!ilo_r oelec~ioIl procoss of Co pcli~ical 
I-
II Pl1.tlt· 
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(b) Any person; association, corporation, group, or 

community that solicits or receives, directly or 

3 indirectly, any expenditure or promise of employment 

4 for any of the foregoing considerations. (Sec. 261 

5 (a), (b) and (j), BP 881) 

6 The filing of a complaint Under the foregoing paragraphs 

7 supported by affidavits of complaining witnesses attesting to the 

8 offer or promise by or· to the voter's aCceptance of money or: 

9 other consideration from the candidates, relatives, leaders, or 

10 sympathizers of a candidate, shall be suf~icient basis for an 

11 

12 

13 

investigation to be immediately conducted by the COlllll1ission, 

directly or through its duly-authoriZed legal officers. 

The giver, offeror or promissor, as.vell ·as the solicitor,' 

14 acceptor or recipient shall be liable as principals. Any person 

15 otherwise guilty under the foregoing paragraphs who voluntarily 

16 !Jives information and 1fillingly testifies on any violation. 

17 thereof in any official investigation or proceeding s~all be 

18 exempt from prosecution and punishment for the offens~s with 

19 reference to which his information and testimony were given: 

20 Provided, That nothing herein shall exempt such person from 

21 criminal prosecution for perjury or false testimony. (~. 28, 

22 RA 6646, Amended) 

23 (2) Nagering upon result of election - Any person who bets 

24 or wagers upon the outcome of, or any contingency connect~ with 

2S an election. Any money or thing of value put as such bet or 

26 wager shall be forfeited in favor of the government. (Sec. 261; 

27 (c), BP 881) 

28 (3) Coercion of subordinates - Any person exercising or 

29 occupying a position of authority, in whatever capacity, whether 

30 public or private, any public officer or any officer of any 

31 public or private corporation or association, or any head, 

• 

• 
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,')d,'l!". ,'sQPerior, or administrator of any religious organizliti'6n, or "any :{l 

01', 2 (,', • .-ployer or, landowner, who in any manner: 
.1 

3 (a) Coerces, intillidates, OR compels any of hls 

4 subordinates, [or] members, [or] parishioners, [olr] 

5 n'-,-" employees or: house helpers, tenants, overseers, faZ'1l 

6 ,,' helpers, tillers or leaseholders to aid, campaign, 

7 

8 

9 

I' '" 

'or votw for or ~gainst anj candidate or any 

aspirant for nomination as candidate. 

'. 10 ;, 

(b) Dismisses or threatens todisaiss, pUnishes p;r 

threatens to punisn any of his subordinates fJ~ 

disobeying or not complying with any of his orders to 

aid, campaign :or vote for or against any candidate, or 

any-aspirant for nomination as candidate. Any 

employee, laborer or tenant so dismissed or ejec~ 

shal·l, be reinstated and the salary or wage of the 

eIlIployee or laborer, or the share of, the harvest o~ 

the ,tenant withheld shall be restored. '(Sec. 261, 

• 
11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

-1,' 

!, 

, ' (d) e BP 881, ]\mended) ,i 

:', r 
(4) Threat[s], intimidation, terrorism, or u~e of 

'.,';-
: !r~udulent scheme - Any person who, in any manner threatens, 

.' 
~timidates, 'or inflicta injlll:? or damage, upOn ey perso~, his 

22 ho~~r or property, or uses any fraudulent scheme to ind~ce or 

23 

24 

:" 25, 

26 

27 

,pr~ent .,the registration of any voter, or the, partici~tion1n or 

desistance from any campaign, or the casting of or omission to 

vote. ,(Sec. 261, (0), Bt> 881, Amended) , 

J' ,( 5) COercion ,of election officials and employees. - Any 
. : ! 

person who, in any manner, harasses, threatens, intimidates, 

, 28 terrorizes, [or)' coerces or 6l'ilployc 'lriolence upon any official 

29 o;t':" employee', or deputy of t.he COmmission "in the perforJlliUlce of 

30 his election duties. (sec. 261, (f), BP 881,.)mended) 

31 .. ,J.6) .Appointment of neff employees, creation ofi new 
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~ positions, promotionS, or giving salary increases - During the 
I 

2 period of forty-five (45) days before.a regular election and 

3 ~irty .(30) days before a special election: 

4 (a) Any appointing authority of a government office, 

5 ·agency or instruraentality, including government-owned 

6 _,' ;or~controlled corporations, who appoints or hires any . . ~ .. 

7. new" employee, whether permanent, provisional, 

,8 temporary or casual, or creates and fills any new 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14, 

15 

16 

17 

20 : 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

, 
l· , 

~osition, except upon prior ~uthority of t~e 

Comm~.F'sion • The Commission shall not grant the 

autho,rity sought unless it is satisfied that the 

position to be filled is essential to the proper 

functioning of the office or agency concerned, and is 

not intended to influence the election. 

However, a new employee. may be appointed in case 

of urgent need: Provided, .That notice is given to the 

Commission within three (3) days from the date 9f ., 

appointment. Any appointment or hiring in violati~n 

of this provision shall be null and void. 

,(b) Any government official who promotes or giv~s 
, 

any increase of saJ.ary, [or] remlmeration or privil898 

to any government official· or employee, 'includi~g 

those in government-ouned or [-]contr611~d 

,corporations. (Sec. 261, (g), BP 881, Amended) 

(7) Transfer of officers and employees in th~ civil 

26 ~ervice - Any public o£f~c:~:!'l who makes or causes any tr~fer, 

27 detail [,] or reaflsigru;tent;)f /lny offi.cer or employee in'the 

28 civil service, including public school teachers, within the 

29 election period, eltcept 12l?tl'n prior approval of the commission. 
"~'.'''''' 

30 (sec. 261, (b)., BP 8Gl, llr.cnc:1ed) 

31 . (8)· In~ervention of: public officers and employees - Any 

• 

• 
, . 
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10 

11' 

• 12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

• 20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

2D 

29 

30 

31 
I 

I 
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officer or employee in the civil service, except those 

holding political offices, such as cabin~t meRbers,and elective 

officials; any officer, employee, or .enbe~ of the Azwed Forces 

of the Philippines, or any police force" special forces,' hoae 
c. 

defense forces, barangay tanod units and all other para-milit.ary 

units who, dire~tly or ,indirectly, inte~enes in any election 

campaign or engages in any partisan political activity, except 
""- ' 

fo vote or to preserve public order, if he is a peace officer 
, . . it: ' 

(SeC. 261, (i), BP 881, Amended) 
, .. 

(9) Premature campaigning A~y person or group of 

parsons engaging in an election, c8 npaign or partisan political 

activity outside the campaign period [sec" 80, BP 881]. 
I " 

(1'0) 'APpointllen~ or use ~f special polic_en, special 

agents, confidential agents, or th~ like.,. .,During the election 

period, any appointing authority who appoints or any person who 
" , 

utili.z~!] the services of ~ial policeaen, special agents, 
, 

confidential agents or persons perforaing similar funptions; 

those previously appointed as such who continue acting in the . , 
O~ capacity, or those who fail to turn over their firearms, 

uniiorr::s, insignias and other badges of authority to the proper 

officer ubo issued the same. 
, , 

At the start of the aforementioned period, the heads of 

lcc::'.l government units or any appoint~g authority shall sul:mit 

to tU0 CORmission a complete list of all special policemen, 
, ' 

~illl agents, confidential agents or persons perfOI'l"ling oiLIllar 

:f:1.l1lcticns er.!ployed in their respective political subdivisions, 

l1itll :sIUml particulars as the can.ission IIYlY, require. (sec. 261, 

Ca), m.' sel, llmended) 

(11) Illegal release of prisoners before and after election 

- T~a Director of the Bureau of Prisons, any; provinCial varden, 

ke~~or of the jail, or person required by lav to ~eep prisoners 

.';If£"~ ~ ... l'{ 

, ' 
. f. ~ ','1.-:, .- . ~-. 
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1 in their custody who illegally orders or allows any such 

2 prisoners to leave the jail premises during the election period. 

3 The above-enumerated persons required by law to keep 

4 prisoners in their custody shall post in three (3) conspicuous 

5 public places in the city or municipality a list of prisoners or 

6 detainees under their care. Detainees must be categorized as 

7 such. (Sec. 261 & BP 881, Amended) 

8 (12) Use of public funds, money deposited .in trust, 

9 equipment, facilities owned or controlled by the government for 

10 

11' 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

an election campaign Any person who uses under any guise 

whatsoever, directly· or indirectly, for election campaign or 

partisan political activity: 

(a) Public funds or money deposited with, or held ~n 

trust by, public finanCing institutions or by 

government offices, banks, or agencies; 

(b) Any printing press, newspaper, news agency, radiQ, 

or television station or audio-visual equipment 

operated or sequestered by the Government or by its 

divisions, .subdivisions, agencies or instrumentalitie~, 

including government-owned or -controlled corporations; 

or 

(c) Any equipment, vehicle, facility, apparatus, or 

para'phernalia ovned by the government or by its 

political subdivisions, agencies including government­

o~ed or ~controlled corporations. (sec. 261 (0), BP 

26' SB1, ~ended)' 

27 (13) Deadly weapons - Any person who carries any deadly 

26 ~y,zapo'!l in the polling place or canvassing center and vithin a 

29 radius of one hundred (100) meters thereof ~uring the voting, 

30 CO\" .. lting· of votes or canvassing of the election returns. (sec. 

n 261, (p),·BP 881, Amended) 

• 

• 

\ 
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(14) BEARING, CARRYING OR ·TRANSPORTING FIREARMS, 

AMMUNITIOHS~ EXPLOSIVES OR AIRGUBS - ANY PERSON WHO BEARS, 

CARRIES, OR"~RAl'iSPOR'fS FIREARMS, AMMUNITIOR'S, .EXPLOSIVES OR 

AIRGUNS. OUTSIDE '.rHE t>LACE OF RBSIDBliCE OR PLACE OF BUSINESS: . , 

DURING ELECTION PERIOD EVIm Ill" LICBIi!BBD TO POSSIj:SS OR CAImY THE' 

SAD.~ UHLESS AUTHORIZBDIJIll WRUIl!fG.SY THE COMHISSIOm. 
.1 

A KOron' 

vnsiCLE, WADROR AIR CRAPi'. SHALLHM BE COHSIDBRBD A RBSIDDCR. 
• • • • , \', :.' J "j 

OR PLACE OF. BUSINESS OR BXi'El'iSIOH 1'BKREOF. 
I :' .' , 'j 

5:HB ISSUADCE OF LICDSES FOR FIREARMS AlID BXPLOSI~S~' 
.' .; 

.m"'SUSPElllDlm .DURING '.mE BLECi'ION PERIOD., 

Amended; Sec: 32, .RA7166, Amended) 

(sec. 261,. (q), BP eel, 

, i 
'. 

[(15) ; Bearing or transporting i:irearms, f1!lUI1UDitions",.;or 

explosives -Any person ~o, during the election .. period bears 

hr tr<msyortS' fitearns,' . am:mmitiona, or explosiv~ or air: gun . in 

. phlllic places.. including any building, street, park, private 

~elllicle, or public conveyance, even if licensed to ~oa~eea or 

.. 'cm-ry' the same; unless authorized in writing by the Commission. 

T~u!!' iasuanceof firean:s and explosives licenses shall be 

SUsparuif~clluring . the election period.,] , . 

(Oaly r]Regular"l'aernbersor officers of the l?hilippi~e 

N!I!ti~nal Polico [ ,] Al'iD the ArcsdForces, .. of. the Pl.1ilippillsa [and 

otuer ,1m1 .cmforcenant· £lgencies of the Goverr;1l!!.t~nt] vho. ~r:e 
. . , 

clSlli'lllti,ZOO in 'l3rf~ing'-bf the COlDlission for election duty .cmal" ))e 

nl~t±orj.mefl 'to . <:any and possess firearms during i:he. elact.ion 

~ricd: Plro~id2:d, ~t, wIls.n in the possesnion of fireEtms, the 

(a) Inftill unixo~ shoNing.cloarly and legib~y his 

name, . rank. and - 8erial number ~hich shall. ~emain 

vioiblo at all'times; ana .- ~. ',-, 

Cb) In the actu!l.l perfom;m.ce of his electiOn duty. '.0 
the l'l~ific area ci'.eeignated by the CCImIlirssion. (sac., 

I. : 

.'.: 
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32, RA 7166, Amended) 

THE PROHIBITION TO BEAR OR CARRy FIREARMS SHALL 
\ . . . 

3 NOT APPLY WHEN SAID MEMBER OR OFFICER IS IN PURSUIT OF 

4 A PERSON WHO HAS COMMITTED OR IS COJOiiTTING A CRIME. 

5 (SEC. 261(S), BP 881 AMBlIDED) 

6 DURING ftBBLBCTIOa PERIOD,'1nmHBvBR THE COMMISSION PINDS IT 

7 NECESSARY FORm' PROMOTION OPPREB, ORDERLY, HONEST, PEACEFUL 

8 AIm CRBDIBLB BLBC'fIONSIR A SPBCIFIC AREA, n -SHALL ORDER 'rHB 

9 COIfFIScA'lIOR OF PIREARMs OF ANY MEMBERS OP'lHB ARMED FORCES OF . . . . . 

10 ~Im PHILIPPINES, PHILIPPINE RATIONAL POLICB, CIVIL ARMBDFORCES 

11 GEOGRAPHICAL UNITS (CAPGOS) AND ALL OTHER OR OI'BllADD SECURITY OR 

12 I.BVBSTIGATIVB AGBHCIES PERFORMIRG IDENTICAL OR SIMILAR FUHC'fIOHS 

13 (sEc. 261, (S), BP 881, i.MEtmED) 

14 [(16)] (15) Use of armored land, water or air craft - Any 

15 person who . uses - during the election period, any armored 

16 land, water. or air craft, with temporary or permanent 

17 equipment, or any' other device or contraption for the 

18 lIIounting or' installation of cannons, machine guns and' other 

19 ~imilar high-caliber firearms, including military~type tanks, 

20 

21 

- 22 

23 

half' truclm, "scout trucks, armored trucks: Provided, That banking 

or financial institutions and business 'firms may use armored 

~ehicles exclusively fortranspcirting cash, gOld bullion or other 

valuables in connection with their business to and from' their 
, 

24 place of business, upon previous authority of the Commission. 

25 (Sec. 261(r), BP 881, Amended) 

26 [(17)] (16) Wearing of uniforms and [bearing arms] - During 

27 ~he electicin .period, any member of security or ~olice 

28 organization of government agencies, including government";' owned 
- . . 

29 or -controlled corporations, or privately-owned or -operated 

30 security or investigative agencies who wears his uniform or uses 

31 his insignia,'de60rations or reg-alia[,'or bears arms] outside his 

" 

" 

", 

• 

• 
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1 place of work. This· prohibition shall not apply when said 

2 member is in pursuit of a person who has committed or is 

3 committing a crime in the premises he is guarding[;]. [or when 

4 escorting or providing security for the tranSport of payrolls, 

5 deposits, or other valuables; or vhen guarding private 

6 residences. buildinga or offices: Provided. That in the last 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11. 

15 

15 

17 

10 

19 

22 

23 

25 

26 

2f) 

29 

30 

31 

case. prior written approval of the Commission shall be 

obtained.] . 

[During the election period. uhenever the Commission finds 

it ·necGssnry f~r the promotion·of free. orderly. honest. 

1l'l~nCefUl and credible elections in a specific area. it shall 

I confiscate or order the confiscation of firearms of any memb~r 

10f. the AnledForces of the Philippines. police forces. Civil 

IA~ed Forces Geographical units (CAFGUs) and all other para­

~ilit.al:1T units or any Dermer .or l1Iembers of privately-owned or 

~~~~tad security or inventigative agencies performing identical 

or. similar fu."lctions (sec. 261. (s). BP 881. lU!tend1!Cl)] 

[ (10) ] (17) SElcuri ty p8rsonnel and bodygunrds - Durin.g the 

Glection period. [no candidate for public ofiice. including 

~m~~ui public officer~ seeking election to any publicnffice, 

t:l:J.nH.] . A!l"".! PlmSOJ!!' employS, availS himl3elf of, or engages the 

aC:l"i7ices of sacurity p87:Sonnel or ~guards. wether or not such 

I~O~~~iardO are ~egulaT. neBher3 or officere of the Philippine· 

1l1iZ'·'Cl.an'.11 ~lice. the Anned Forces of the Philippinefl, or other 

Ila~ 0nfo=ccn~nt ngency of the Government: Provided. fba~ when 
I . 
Ir;:iF.'C:l.!~:TtanC<9S ~rrllDt, lncllldlng but not limited to threats to 

I!JlXO !:'!!U s~ity of a [caJuiidate] l>RRSOII, he !!Jay be aelilignnd by 
~ . 
It~~ CC~i3~ion, upon due application, regular members of the 

1I?~ili;::];liHl.a Oi:\t:i.onal l"oHce, the Alt"ned Forces of the Philippines 

,~r ~th~= lfiW enforc~Gnt agency Bho shall p~ovido-hlm 

"!for' ~i.:le <lv-ratien nf the election neriod. ~he officers II . ~ 

security 

assigned 

'. 
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1 for security duty [to a candidate] shall be subject to ~e same 

2 requirement as to wearing of uniforms prescribed herein, unless 

3 exempted in writing by the commission. 

4 If at any time during the election period, the ground for 

5 which the authority to engage the services of security personnel 

6 has been granted shall cease .to exist or, for any other valid 

7 cause, the commission shall revoke the said authority. (sec. 33, 

8 RA 7166, AMERDED) 

9 (19) Organization or maintenance of reaction forces, strike 

10 forces, or other'similar forces - Any person who organizes or 

11 maintains a reaction force, strike force ,or similar force 

12 during the election period. The heads of such forces shall, 

13 not later than ninety (90) days before the election, s~it to 

14 the Commission a complete list of all members thereof with such 

15 particulars as the Commission may require. (Sec. 261, (a), BP 

16 881, Amended) 

17 (20) Prohibition against release, disbursement or 

18 expenditure of public funds - Any public official or 

19 

20 

employee, . including barangay officials and those of 

government-owned and [-]controlled corpo~ations and their 

21 subsidiaries, .vho, vithin fo:or.ty-five (45) days before a regular 

'22 election and. thirty (30) days before a special election, 

23 releases, disburses, or expends any public funds for: 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

(a) Any and all kinds of public works, except the 

follcming: 

i. Maintenance of enisting and/or completed 

public works project: Provided, That no more than the 

average number of laborers or employees already 

employed therein during the six-month period 

il!llDediately prior to t.he beginning of the forty-five 

(45) day period before election day shall be 

• 

• 
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permitted to work duringsucb tiae. Bo additional 

laborers sball be ellployed'for lIaintenance work 

within the said period of forty-five (45) days; 

ii. Work undertaken by contract either througb 

public bidding beld, or by negotiated contract 

awarded, prior to the forty-five (45) day period 

before election. Wo.rk undertaJren under the So-called 

" ·'·'taJmy" or "paquiao" system shall not be considered 

as work bycontractf 

iii. payment for tbe usual cost of 

preparation for working drawings, specifications, 

bills of materials, estiaates and other procedures 

preparatory to actual construction, including ~e 

purchase of materials and equip.ent, and all 

incidental ezpenses for work undertaken before the 

beginning of such period: Provided, rbat the number 

o~ laborers hired when the project or projects were 

~ced shall not be increased; IIDd 

iv. &largency t:IOrk necessitated by the occurrence 

of a public calamity, but sucb work sball be limited 

to the restoration of the damaged facility. 

no p&ynent sball be made within five (5) days before the 

date of election to rabor~rs who have rendered services in 

projocts or 1:7Oro except those falling under subparagraphs (i), 

(ii), (iii) and (iv) bereof. 

Tbis probibition sball not apply to ongoing public works 

projects cocmenced before the campaign period or similar 

projects under foreign agreements. For purposes o~ this 

provision, it ahall be the duty of the government officials or 

agencies concernoci to report to the COllllission the list of all 

BUch projectS being undertnJten by them •. 
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(b) The Department of social Welfare and Development 

and any other office in other departments of the 

government performing functions similar to said 

department except for salaries of personnel, other 

'rou~irteand normal 'expenses, and such other 

,expenses as the Commission may 'authorize after due 

notice and hearing. "Should' a calamity or disaster 

odriur, all releases normally o~ usually coursed 

through the said department and offices of other 

, department, shall be turned over to, and administered 

and disbursed by, the Philippine Rational Red Cross, 

, subject to the supervision of the Commission on Audit 

or its 'representatives.'" 

Ro candidate or' his or her'spouse or member of his 

family within the 'second civil degree of affinity C)r 

consanguinity shal'l participate, directly or 

'indirectly,', in the distribution of any relief or 

other goods to the victims of calamity or disaster. 

(Sec. 261,'(v)~ BP 881, Amended) 

'(21) Prohibition against construction. of public workS, 

21 delivery of materials ,for public works and issuance of 

22 treasury warrants and similar instruments - Within forty-five 

23 (45) days preceding a regular election and thirty (30) days 

24 I before "a special' election, any person who: i, 

25 (a) Undertakes the construction of any public works; 

26 ,(bl Issues, uses, or avails of treasury warrants or 

27 instruments undertaking future delivery of money, 

28 goods, or other things of value chargeable against 

29 public funds. (Sec. 261,(w), BP 881, Amended) 

30 (22) Suspension of elective local officials - During the 

31 election ,period, any public official'who suspends, without prior 

• 

• 

j 
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approval of the Co.-iss ion. any electivepro~incial.city. 
, . ' " - , 

_ ~icipal. or barangay officer or president of .. the sangguniang 
. . . , 

kabataan unless said suspension will be for purposes of applying 

.4 the Anti-Graft and Corrqpt Practices Act. (Sec. 261. (x). BP 

5 881. Amended) 

6 (23) Any person who. [for the purpose of aanipulating the 
" . 

7 electoral process.] in any ~er. gains access. [to] or uses. 

8 JIIO!iifies. destroys._ OR discloses. or causes access to ,[and] OR 

9 THE use. or modification. destruction or disclosure of any 

10 comp,uter data.prograa. sys.tem software. network. or any 

11 c0l!lputer:-related d~vices. f~cilities. hardware or equipment-. 

12 ~~the~ classified ,or declassified. and regardless of whether or 

13 'Qot suchacces~. use. aodificatioQ. destruction or disclosure 
"." .. ' . . '-." . 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

, . 

changes the res~ t;s of the .election or interrupts or impairs the 

electoral processes (B_) 

t' 

. (., 

(24) 0Il1leg1strat~ ~" vot~. 

(a) Any person ... who knowingly .. kes any· false or 

untruthful statement relative to any of .lthedata o;r ;c . 

information required in his voter' s registration 

record. (Sec. 261. (y). (2). BP 881) 

. (b) Any person who deliberately illprints or causes or 

"allows the imprinting of blurred or indistinct finger­

prints on any:. of the copies of ~he voter'~ 

~istration record or any person who taapers' with the 

fingerprints in said. registration reC(!rds. (Sec. 261. 

(y). (3). BP 881, Mended) 

(c) Members of the election registration -board who 

approve any appl~cation which on its face shows ~at 

the applicant does not have the qualifications. or who 

disapprove any application without cause. (Sec. 261. 

(y). (4). BP 881. Amended) 

,-



1 

2' " 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

i2 

, 13 f , .. 

14 

15 

16 

, 17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

'22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

'30 

31 

Page 166 

(d) ~y registered voter who registers anew without 

fillngan applic';:tion fbr cancellation of his previous 

regis'tration. (Sec. 261, (y), (5);FBP 881) 

(e) 'Any person who' registers i~ sU'bstitution for 

another, with or without the latter's knowledge or 

consent. (Sec.' 261,' (y), (6), BP 881') 

! (f) Any person who tampers with or changes without 

'authority any data or ent'ry in any voter's 
"' I' 

registration record. (Sec. 261, (y), (7), BP 881) 

(g) 'Any person who d~lays, hinders or obstructs 

another from ,registering [Sec. 261, (y), (8), BP 881]. , 
".". . . , 

(Il) Any person who' falsely certifies or' identifies 

another as a bona fide resident of a Pa~'ticular' pla~~ 
p... :I . r·" 

or locality for the purpose of securing ,the latter's 

registration as a voter. (Sec. 261, (y), (9),BP ~1) 
',," 

(i) Any person who useEI the voter's identification 

card of another' for the purpos~ of voting, whether or 

not'he actually succeeds in voting. (Sec. 261, (y), 

(10) ,'liP 881) 

(j) Any person who places, inserts, or otherwise 

includes, as approved application for registration in 

the book of voters or in the provincial or national, 

central files of registered voters, the application of 

any fictitious voter or any application that has not 

. been approv'ed; or removes therefrom any voter I s 

registration record except upon lawful order of the 

Commission or of a competent court or after prop~r 

cancE!llation. (Sec. 261, (y), (11), BP 881) 

(k) Any'person who transfers or causes the transfer 

of the registration record of a voter to the book of 

vo:ters ,of another precinc't,unless said transfer was 

I 

'I 

• 

• 
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1 

5' 

6 

11, 

12' 

13; 

14' 

15, , 

due to a change of address of the voter aDd the voter 

',!l f . . . _.; . 

posse.888, directly or iDd1r~tly, the voter'. ldeatl-

,) fica"'ti~~ c~rd Of' lUlother ,in ord~r' to 1Dtaee the 
,-.;". c 1. J t,' 

latter to withhold his vote, or to vote fo~ or aPUult 

any caDdidate or any issue. "(Sec. 261, ('y) , (13), BI' , " 

eai, A;...rided) 

"'h.) 'An}/'p.rBGD who delivers, band- over, eat.ru8h. 
! 

~ive~; directly or 
.. ' .~, 

indirectly bi. ~.~·B 

identification card to anOther in coaai"ratiOD of 

"..,...y or ot.h8r benefit or proaise thereof ... tHe. or 
, / .~ " ! . '. " . • 

accepts such docuaeDt directly or iDdireatly for the 

...It' cmu.ideratiOD. ,(Sec. 261, (y), (16), ,BP 881) , 

16: '" (Il) Ally person who in lUll' _nnor altere, tears, 
I 

17,'":" defaeea, r •• oves, destroys or i~p.rBwitb ~ny 
1$ 

19 

22 

23 

24 

25 

certified liB~ of voters. (Sec. i61~ (y). (nt,',:' 

(0) Any parBOIl who takes, carries, or 'po ....... ~ 

blau ar QllQl'ed appUcation for reg1atraiiga 1I1~ 

issued to a city ar aunicipallty, ~t ..... di,rec~ 
. I 

by the 0 taiGa. (Sec. 261, (y), (161, BP 881) 

(25) 011 Votillg: 
, , 

(a) Any parBOIl who votes aore' thaD ODICe in the s ... 

26 election, plebiscite, - recall, orrefereDdua o,r Jwbo, 

27 ., nOt being a registered voter, vote's u.' ,eiu:b political 

28 :"d'ezetC1Ba. (Sec. 261, (zl, (2), BP 881, I.Jaded) , ' 

29,L;" (b)' 'bY penoa ., vo~' inBubBtitut~'for 'aDotb8r. 

30 ""(I!IeC. 261, (z), (3), BP 881, a_Detect) 

31 (c) Any p~rson wbo, not'beingilllteiat~ or 
-, !, ',. I r ~ I: 

" 

i 

" 
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. ::' '. '. 
physically disabled, allows his ballot to be prepared 

by another, or any persqn,who prepares theball~t of .. , . .' .. ' . 
• 1 ~ .. _. • . • 

another who is not illiterate. or physically disabled. 
" 

'(Sec~ 261, (z), (4), BP 88~, Amended) 

'(d) Any person who avail,s himself of any means or 

s~eme to discover ,the contents of the ballot of' a 

·'voter.' (sei;: 261, (z), (5), BP 881) ". ' . 
.. " 

(e) Any voter who uses a ballot other. than the one 

given by the board of election Inspe~tox:s or has i~ 
\' : 

his possession more than one (1) official ballot 
, : ........... '... . 

'tsec. 261, (z) ~ (6), BP 881) 
' .. ' 

, (f)" Any person who places under arrest or ~etains a 
" , 

voter without lawful cause, or hara~ses him in such Ii 
. ' . . 

manner as to obstruct or prevent, him from going to the 
.: . 

polliog place to cast his vote ,or from returning'~ 
·';1 ; 

after casting his votes or to compel him to reveal h~ . ": . '~' ~ :.,., . '. . : 

he voted. (Sec. 261, (z), (7), BP 881" Amended) . " .' ~.: . ." . , '. . 

18' "" (g) Any member of the, board of election inspe~tor~ 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 ' 

31 

charged with the duty of reading .. the ballot ,during the 
. ' • .,' ' ',' 1'. • '. . 

-'~co~ting of ~~ votes who del~efately omits to rea4 
, . , . . -

the 'vo~e~ du'ly written on the ba,llot. or misreads th~ 
. ''''''.-' '. . 

"vote actually written thereon or reads the name of a 
po- • \. 

~ . , " 

candidate ",here no name is written ,pn :th~ ballot. 

(sec. 261, (z), (8), BP 881, Amended) " 

" 
:. . . 

(h) Any member of the board of election inspectors 
.. '! . . . .. 

charged with the dutY,of tallying the votes in the 
\ . . . .' . 

tally papers, elj!ction ret,orns or oth,er prescribed .' , . 
form who deliberately fails to recQrd,a vote therein ," .' '...... . 
or records a vote where no such vote has,been read. , ., 

(sec. 261, (z), (9), BP 881, Amended) . . . . '. " -

'( i),' Any member of the board of election inspectors 

• 

• 
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w~o has made possible the casting of' .are·votes~~an 

the~ are registered voters. (Sec. 261, (a), (10) ,'. BP 
! 

f. ~1., ~ded); '.<: 

:,' 

(j) Any person who, forthePQrpose of disrup~ing or 

obstructing the election process or causing confusion 

among· the.voters, propagates false and alarlling 

reports or information, or trans.its orcircuiates 

; .. false orders, directives, or messages regarding any 

. matter relating to the printing of official ballots, • 
tbe postponement of the election, tbe transfer of 

polling place, eligibility, orwitbdrawal of 

. candidates or the general conduct of the election. . . 

. , 

..... : 

(Sec. 261, (a), (11), Bp 881, Ananded) 

(k) Any person wbo, without legal authority, 

destroys, substitutes, o~ takes awa~fro. the 

possessio~of those baving legal custody thereof, or 

' .•. ,fr<;)m tbe place wbere they are legally deposited, 

election forms, docUlDents, or ballot bozes wbich . 

, contain official ballots or other docUilents used in' 

. any. election£, plebiscite, recall, or referendUm]., 

.•.. (Sec. 261, (z), (12), BP 881, Amended) " 

(l) Any person having legal custody of the ballot bQZ' 

containing the official ballots used in the election 
. , 

,. 
wbo opens or destroYs said be: or removes. or destroy~ 

its contents without any, or against the, order of the 

commission or who, through bis negligence, enables. any 

person to comait any of the aforementioned acts, or 

takes away said ballot boz from bis custody. (sec. 

261, (a), (13), BP 881, Amended) 

(m) Any member of the board of election inspectors 

wbo knowingly uses ballots other than the official 

" 

.' 
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'" ballots~ '(Sec. 261, (z), (14), 'BP 881, Amended) 

, .. 

(n) Any member of the board of election inspectors 

who refuses to issue the certificate of ,votes to 

'watChers requesting the same. (Sec. 27(a), RA 6646) 

(0) 1(oy" public off.icial who ,neglects or, fails to 

preserve or'account for any 'ballot box, documents and 

.: fo:rios . 'receiVed by him and kept under his custody. 

'(p) . Aily person who assisted. an illiterate or, disabled 

voter "iii preparing his "'ballot and;, who' reveals the 

contents thereof. (Sec. '261, (z), (15), BP 881), 

r Cg) Any person who, without· authority, transfers the 

. location of a polling place. . r 

(r) Any person who removes, tears, defaces[,].,or 

destroys any LIST OF VOTERS OR CERTIFIED certif~ed 

list of candidates PRIOR ,·ro AND DURING ELECTION DAY. 

'[posted inside the voting, booths during the voting 

hoUrs.] ';(SEC. 261 (Z), (22), AMENDED)· 

(s) Any person who delays' through for,ce, violen~e, 

'coerc:ion, . -intimidation,' or by any ,means the 

, transmittal of the election returns I or 'who takes a~y, 

absconds with, 'destroys, defaces, mu,t;ilates"or 

substitutes'the election returns, its envelope, or the 

ballot bOll: containing the'election returns, or who 

,violates. the 'right of the watchers. (Sec. 261, (a), 

[(22)], Bp:S81) 

(t) Any person who holds or causes the holding of an 

election, on any other day than that fixed by la~:. or by 

the Commission, or stops an' election being legally 

held. (Sec. 261, (z), (23)'; BP -881) 

(u) Any person who deliberately blurs or causes the 

blurring 'of' fingerprints or thmnbmarlts in the voting 

, i 

• 

• 
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1 record. (Sec. 261, (z), (24), BP881, Amended) 

2 ... ' (26) ,On canvassing: 

• 
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(a) Any chairman of the board of canvassers who fails 

to give notice of the. date, .time and place of the 

initial meeting of said board to the candidates, 

political parties and members of the board. (Sec. 

261, (aa), (1), BP 881) 

[(b) Any member of the board feigning illness in 

oi:-der to be substituted. (sec. 224, BP 881)] 

[(c)] (B) Any board of canvassers which proceeds with 

~he canvassing of votes and/or proclamation of any 

candidate that was suspend'ed or annulled by the 

Cormnission. (Sec. 261, (aa), (2), BP 881) 

[(d)] .(C) Any member of the"bOard of canvassers who 
. 

pr~ceeds with the' canvassing of votes and/or 

proclamation of any candidate in the absence of quorum 

or notice. (Sec. 261, (aa), (3), BP 881, Amended) 

[(e)]- (D) Any member of the board who fails to note 

specifically in the minutes of the proceedings of 

the.board objections to the election returns'or 

certificate of. canvass presented before it. (NEw) 

[(f) ] (E) Any member of the board who, without 

authority of the Commission, uses. in the canvass of 

votes'of any candidate any document· other than the 

official copy of the election returns or certificate 

of canvass. (See. 261, (aa), (4), SP 881, Amended) 

[(g)] (F) An.y board of canvassers which, without 

authority from the COmmission, proclaims any candidate 
. . 

as winner although there are still contested 

election returns or certificates of canvas's, unless 

the votes involved will not 2 ffeet the results of the 
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election~ •. 

[(h)] (G) Any officer or member .of th~ Armed Forces 

of ~e Phil,ippines, t;he. Philippine National Police or 

any J?eac;:e officer or armed person, belonging to.any 

pol.ice:agency, .special forces, reaction forcE!s, strike 

.. forces, Civil Arme~ Forces Geographical Units 

7; (CAFGUs), barangay tanod units, or other. similar 

8.... '.' fqrces o~ para-military forces, including security 

9 guards, special. policemen, and all. other armed or 

10· 

11 

12; 

13 : 

14 i 

15 ; 

.' 

. ' .. 

,unarm!!dext:,ra-legal P,Olice officers, .. who, enters the 

room where the canvassing of the election returns or 

,ce~tificates, of canvass is ~ing held by the board of 

canvassers and .within a radius of fifty (.50) meters 

,frol!',S\lch ~.Theboardmay, by majority vote, make 

a ~all in writing for the detail of policemen or 

16 )". pe~c~. ,9;:t;,H~er for, ,their protection or that of the 

17, , 

18 

19 I 

20 , 

21. 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

e~e~t~on ,documents and paraphernalia in the 

posse~sion .. of, the boar~, or for ~e maintenance of 

. pe~ce ~~.order, in which .case . '. 
said policemen or 

peac~9fficers, who shall be in proper uniform, shall 

st;ay .. outside the room but near ,enough to be easily 

called by the board at any time. (Sec. 232, BP 881) 

[ (i)] (H). Any person. who,' under. the influence 9f 

li~or or prohibited drugs, enters a canvassing room 

during the ca~v-ilssing of election returns or 

certificates of canvass •... (New) 
:,' 

(27) Cu..on to all board of election inspectors an4 board 

28' . of ~assers: 
l .' 

29 

30 

31 

(a) Any member of the board of election inspectors or 

board of canvassers who deliberately absents himself 

from board meetings to obstruct or delay the 
• 

• 

• 
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performance of its duties or functions [.] OR WHO 

FEIGNS ILLNESS IN ORDER TO BE SUBSTITUTED (SEC. 261 

(BB) (1) AND SEC. 224, BP 881) 

(b) Any member who, without justifiable reason, 

'refuses to sign and certify any election form 

prescribed by the cOmmission. 

(c) Any person who, being ineligible for appointment 
.. ' .:.\ 

as member of the board accepts an appointment thereto, 

assumes office, ~ actually serves as member; or any 

public officer or person acting in his behalf '~ho 

appoints such ineligible person knowing hi~to be 

such. (SEC. 261 (BB) (3), BP 881) 

(d) Any person who, in the presence or within the 

hearing range of either board, interrupts or 

disrupts its work or proceedings to prevent said 

board from performing its functions. (SEC. 261 (BB) 

(4), BP881). 

(e) Any member of the board who increases, 

decreases, or otherwise tampers with the votes 

received by a candidate; or who refuses, after proper 

verification and hearing, to credit the correct votes 

or deduct such tampered votes. (sec. 27(b), RA 6646) 

'(f) Any public official or person acting in his 

behalf who relieves or changes or causes the. change of 
. . . 

the assignment of any member ·without authority of 

the COmmission. 

(28) On Candidacy aDd c>apaign: 

(a) Any political party which holds politic~l 

conven'tions or meetings to nominate its official 

candidates earlier than' the period fixed in this Code. 

(b) Any person who abstracts, destroys or cancels any 
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ce;r:tificateof,.ccmdi4acy duly. filed and which has not 
.: ' 

be~~ .9~p~:p,~?"l>ythe COmmission. 

(c) Any person who on. election dilY sul>mits to the 

b()~rd ~t,.;~1~9t+pn inspectors ,any ,falSe or spurio~s 

,c:~rt,ifi9ilt;eof. c~didaqy. 

(d) Any person who, .. being authori.zedto receive 

7 • certifi9ates of candic;lacy, .. r.ecebes.thesame outside 

8 . .theprescribed~riod.and ~es .it appear that it"as 
" .,', " 
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filed o~; ti)'Jiei • ~raJlY pers~m who, by means of fraud, 

threat, intimidation,.terrorism, or coercion, cauSeS 
" ,",' i" '.; , . 

;,' or compel~; th.e ,Performance of said act. '. (SEC. 261, 

(CC) (4» 

,(e),. ~y;pe:r~pnwho,by ,anY,device.or means, jams, 

.. obstruc:t~. or interfere$ ... with a, radio.· or television 
" 

broad,ca!lt(or] QP . any. political program authorized ~ 

theCOmmhsion., (SEC. 261,. (CCl, (5), AMENDED) , ~. , ., . . 

(f) Any ~rson declared a nuisance· candidate or 

otherwise disqualified.by final. and. executory 
: . • '-. ",,' . ,! 

,jud~E!r:t, :who continue~ to misrepresent himself as a 

qandidate; any.pul>lic officer or private; individual 
:'. '." ' i, : .' , " . 

who knowingly indqces or abets such misrepresentation. 

(Sec. 27(f),RA 66.46) 
,'.,' i." "., .-

(g) Any perspn ",ho solicits[,] votes or undertakes 

anYPr;opagl.lDd!l[, on the day of election,] .OR ERGAGES 

IN AN ELECTION.CAMPAIGN ORPARTISAR POLITICAL ACTIVITY 
"'.' '. . 

for. or against any candidate or any political party9H 

THE DAY OF ELECTION OUTSIDE THE CAMPAIGN PERIOD. 

(SEC. 261 eSC) (6) AND SEC~ 80, BP881, AMENDED) 

(h) [Any. pe,rson."l)o undertakes. an election campaign 

oz:.pa;r:tisan political activity outside of the campaign 

~riod·l 
" -" 

., t-' 

• 

I' 

• 
" 

I. 
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No person shall be arrested and/or detained 

at any time for any act committed during and in 

connection with an election whicb tends to support or 

oppose any candidate or political party, except upon a 

warrant of arrest issued by competent court. 

(29) Other Prohibitions: 

(a) Any person wbo sells, furnisbes, offers, buys, 

serves or takes intoxicating liquor on the day before 

or on election day: Provided, Tbat botels and other 

establishments duly certified by the Department of 

Tourism. as tourist-oriented and babitually engaged in 

tbe business of catering to foreign tourists may be 

exempted upon prior authority of the Commission: 

Provided, further, Tbat foreign tourists taking 

intoxicating liquor in said autborized botels or 

establisbments are exempted from tbis probibition.· 

(SBC. 261 (DD) (1), BP 881) 

(b) Any person wbo, witbout authority, prints or 

causes tbe printing of any ballot, election returns, 

or certificates of canvass as official ballot, 

election returns, or certificate of canvass, or wbo 

distributes or causes the distribution thereof wbether 

or not it is actually used~ 

(c) Any person wbo opens in any polling place or 

witbin a radius of thirty (30) meters tbereof on 

election day and during the counting of votes, booths 

or stalls of any kind for the sale, dispensing or . , 

display of wares, merchandise, or refreshments, or for 

any other purposes. (SEC. ,261 (DD) (2), BP 881) 

(d) Any person wbo bolds on election day, fairs, 

cockfigbts,boxing, horse races, jai-alai, or any 
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other similar sports. (SEC. 261 (DD), (3), BP 881) 

(e) Any person who operates a radio or television 

station who, without justifiable cause, 'discriminates 

against any candidate or political party in 'his 

, ,station's programming or coverage of'eleetion related­

events. In addition to the penalty prescribed here~n, 

such refusal shall constitute a. ground for 

cancellation or revocation of the franchise. (Sec. 

261, (DD) (5) BP 881) 

(f) Any person who violates any orders', resolutions 

or rules· and regulations promulgated by the 

" COmmissiori. (New) 

GBC. [313] 31~. Other elecU"n cjffenaBs. - Violation of 
....-: -! , ' 

the provisions, or pertinent pnrtions, of the.following sections 

of this Code shall constitute election offenses:· Sections 9, 
, 'j·1 

10, 11, 90, 111, 115~ 124, 125, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131, 135, 

137, 138, 139, .1-10, 141, 142, 143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 

159, 153, IG4, 167, 168, 169, 170, 172, 180, 186, 188, HIO, 201, 

;:;0',\ , 207, 203, lO9, 217, 226, 227, 228, 232, 235, 236, 23,7, 238, 

239, 240, 2~1, 242, 243, 244, 245, 246, 247, 248, 249, 250, 251, 

252, .253, 25-1, 255, 2515, 257, 258, 259, 260, 264, Z65, 267, 268, 

2G9, 270, 27"3, 274, 275, 276, 277, 278,IUld 285. 

~~C. [:Jll.',J 3lS. li!'~~f!!Dgl1 ~~~~gall~ ~. - The prine i-

24 1'<110, accoi.'lpH,c'es and accessories, as defined' in the ~evised 

25 

26 

27 

28 

~~nal Code, shall be cri~inally liable for election offenses. 
I 
IIIZ th1E! one rctl)?onsible be a political party or an entity, its 

i~~es!d0.nt or. hend, the officials·and employees of the same per­

I fOJ:'r::ling dU'i:.;.es connect~d with the offense committed and its , . , 

29 ;:::c;r2Y:!!:s ,,!:1O 1r'.3.y be principals, accocplices, or accessories, shall 

30 be liaT,)le, in lJI.a.ci1.ition to the liability of such ,Party or entity. 

31' (Sec. 263, BE' aS1) 

• 

• 



• 

• 

Page 177 

1 . SEC. [315] 316. '"MUies. - Any person found guilty of any 

2 election offense under this Code shall be punished with impris-

3 onment of not less than one (1) year but not more than six (6)· 

4 years and shall not be subject to probation. In addition, the 

5 guilty party shall be sentenced to suffer disqualification to 

6 hold public office and deprivation of the right of suffrage. If 

7 he is a foreigner, he shall be sentenced to deportation which 

8 shall be enforced after the prison term has been served. Any 

9 political party found guilty shall be sentenced to pay ~ fine 

10 of not le·ss than one hundred thousand (PlOD, 000) pesos, which 

11 

12 

shall be imposed upon such party after criminal action has been 

instituted in which their corresponding officials have been 

13 found guilty. 
/ 

14 In the case 'of a prisoner illegally released from any 

15 peaitentiary or jail during the election period, the Director of 

16 Prisons, provincial warden, keeper of the jail, or prison 

17 or persons required by law to keep said prisoner in their 

18 custody shall, if convicted by a competent court, be sentenced 

19 to suf:fer the penalty of prision mayor in its maximum period 

20 if the prisoner so illegally released commits any act of , 
21 int~idation, terrorism or interference in the election. 

22 In addition to the penalties prescribed herein, violations 

23 of Sections 9, 10 and 11 hereof shall constitute a ground for 

24 cancellation or revocation of certificate of public convenience 

25 O~ franchise. 

26 SG~. 317. APTLIC'JILIXY. - THE PENAL PROVISIONS CONTAINED 

271m .T!US CODE SHALL APPLY TO SANGGUNIANG KABATAAH ELECTIONS. 

28 G~~. [l16] 318. Prosecution. - The COmmission shall have, 

29 through its duly-authorized legal officers, exclusive power to 

30 I cO.lduct. p:o:eliminary investigation of all election offenses pun-

31 liShable wider this Code" and to prosecute the same. The commis-
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1 sion may avail of the assistance of other prosecuting arms of· 

2 the government. 

3 SEC. [317] 319 .• Prescriptiog. -Election offenses shall 

4 prescribe after five (5) years from the date of their commission. 

5 If the di~covery of the o~fen,se'. be made ,in election' contest 
.' 

6 proceedings, t~~ PElriod of pr,escr.·:j.ptionsball commence on the . , ... , ' 

7 date on .vh!ch.the judgment in such proceedings becomes final and . 

8 ex~cutory. (Sec. 267, BP881) 

9 The filing "of a complaint with .the Commission stops the 

10 running of the .prescriptive period of the election offense. 

11 (New) '. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

B~C. [318] 320. Jurisdiction gf courts. - The regional 

trial court shall have exclusive original jurisdiction to tJ;Y 

and decide any criminal action or proceedings for violation 

of this Code. Appeals will lie as in other criminal cases. 

16 (Se~. 2GG, BP 881) 

17 S2C. (319] 321. Prefereptial diftPOsitiQD of election ~ 

18 £cm$loltl. - ~he investigation and prosecution of cases involving 

19. violation of, election laws shal·lbe given preference and priority 

20. by tile Coamission and prosecuting officials. Their investigation 

21 shall ne commenced lfithout delay, and shall be resolved by the 
" 

22 inve~tigating officer within five .(5) days from its submission 

23 . for resolution. The courts shall likelfise give preference to 

24 election offenses over all other cases, except petitions for writ 

25 of hElDeas corpus. Their t-rial shall likewise be commenced yith-

26 cut aelay, an-1 shall be cqnducted.continuously until terminated, 

27 and t~c case 3hall. be decided within thirty (30) days from its 
,. ,', . 

28 sQ~~i~sion for qecision. (Sec. 269" BP 881) , 

29 

30 U'JrICLE XII. :t.m"-AT. nms 

31 

• 

• 
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SEC. [320] 322. collection gf legal ~. - The COmmission 

is hereby authorized to determine and collect reasonable fees in , 

connection with official transactions in the Commission. 

SEC. [321] 323. PoJPOpt gf ~. - The~fees referreq to in 

the preceding section shall be paid to the cashier of the ~is­

sion who shall, in all cases, issue a receipt for the same and 

enter the amount received upon his book, specifying the date'wh~ 
. -".-

received, the fee, and the person from whom received. The cash­

ier.shall imme:diately report such ,payment to the Commission. 

(Sec. 271, BP 881) -

SBC. [322] 324. Ron-paywent gf prescribed ~. - If the 

prescribed fees are not paid, the Commission may refuse to take 

action thereon until they are paid. (Rew) 

SEC. [323] 325. Spec~a1 ~ trust .fJmA. - 'All accruing fees, , 

receipts and revenues received by the COmmission shall'be consid­

ered as a Special Trust Fund and shall be deposited in any of the 

authorized depository banks of the COmmission to be made avail­

able for any function, project and activity of the Commission 
~,. 

pursuant to i~ fiscal autonomy. (Rew) 

lUl'l'ICLE XI~I. '!'BAIISlmRY PBOVISIOJIS 

SEC. [324] 326. PeDding actions • .., pending actioqs and, 

causes 'of action arising before the. effectivity of this Code 

shall be governed by the laws-the~ in, force. (sec. '272, BP 881) 

SEC. [325] 327. 'Continuing 81"St;ea g.f regist;ration; IDlu 

!l!:f£eci:ed. -'For purposes of the 1995 and succeeding elections, 

the continuing system of registration shall be effected immedi-

ately after the 1994 barangay elections. (Rew) 

lUl'l'ICLE XIV. I'DIAL PliOYISIOJIS 
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SBC •• [326] 328: Sharing .in election'eXpenses.- All ex­

penses for the conduct of elections shall be shared'by the na­

tional, provincial, 'city, or.l"municipal:g'overiUnents for which the 

election'as held in such 

scribe. For'this purpose, 

manner' as toe coiomission shall pre'-: 

the sangguniang panlalawigan, ~sanggUlJ: 
iang panlungsod and sangguniang 'bayan concerned shall appropriate 

annually an amount equivalent to one,..third (1/,3) of the amount 

spent by their respective provinces, cities, iormunicipalities in 

the last election as a continuing appropriation to cover their' 

respective sharesiof the expenses in the next regular elections 

(Sec. 20(a), RA 6388, Amended) 

SEC. [327] 329. 'SepoTability 'clause. - If, for any reason, 

any section or provision of, this'Code, or any portion thereof or 

the application"of such section, "provision or portion' to any. 

person, group or circumstance is declared" invalid or unc9nstitu-;-' 

tional, the remainder of this Code'or the application of such 

section, provision-or portion thereof to other, persons, groups, 

or circumstances shall not be affected by such declaration. 

(Sec. 281, BP 881) 

SBC. [3281" 330. '.ReDeal,iAg clauSe. - Batas Pambansa BIg •. 

881, otherwise known as the Omnibus Election Code, is hereby 

repealed. All •. 'laws, decrees, executive orders, rules and I 

regulations, or parts thereof, 'inconsistent with the prt!visions 

of this Code are hereby ,repealed. (Sec. 282,' BP 881, Amended) , 

fmC, >[~Z9] ',.331. E:f£ectiyUy. - This Code shall take effect 

upon its approval., 

,,' 
,;. ;; ,-' 

: -'- . . - ~ 
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