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II. No. 4315 

S. No. 1073 

~~rpuhl;r of Il]r jlll]il;pp;l1rs 

(£OI1l1rl'SS of Iljr jDi)ilippints 
11 rlr 0 11ol1ilo 

!firsl ~~r~ll1lnr ~rssilln 

Begun and held in Melro Manila, on Monday, Ihe twenty-seventh 
day of July, nineteen hundred and ninety-two, 

--0--

IRU'L:IIIJC ACI' No, 7647 

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE DATE OF REGULAR 
ELECTIONS FOR REGIONAL GOVERNOR, 
REGIONAL VICE-GOVERNOR AND MEMBERS OF 
THE RE(;IONAL LE(;!SLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THE 
AUTONOMOUS REGIClN'IN MUSLIM MINDANAO 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

Be if cllucrcA hy lhe ,)'('IIO(C llnd HOllse oj RC.'PfC.H!lIlaf;I'l'J of fhe 
PhiltjJpillc.\ ill COlIgl"c.n u.\"Jcmhlcd: 

SErn01"\ 1. The n:guliu c1c.:(.:tinn~ fur rl'gion~tl governor, 
rcgion<J1 vice-governor, and ml'mhcr~ of the Regional 
Legislative Asscmhly for the Autonomous Region in Muslim 
f\·1indanlto, !'.hall be held on the second Monday after the Muslim 
month of Ramadhan .immcdi;ltcly preceding the end of the term 
of office of ~uch orficials except ~hc .second regular election in 
1993 which shall be held on the 251h of March, 1993: Prodded, 
Thai if no cCindidall." sheil! havc been duly elc.cll·d .md qualified on 
Mi:lrch )1, 19CJ3, the inclIl1lhcnt regional governor and vicc-
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governor shall continue in olTic..:c in a huldover capat.:ity until their 
successors shall have heen duly elected and qualified. subject to 
Article VIII, Section II of Republic Act No. (7)4; Provided, 
further. That while acting in a holdover c<Jpacity, the regional 
governor and vice-governor shall not dishurse public funds 
except for personnel and administrative matters. make 
appointments. including promotions, (ramJer and/or assignments 
of personnel and shall be subject to all the restrictions and/or 
prohibitions mandated by Section 261 of the Omnibus Election 
Code more particularly, but not limited to, paragraphs (g); (h); 
(k); (m); (0); (r); (u); (v); (w); and (x), uf ,,,id section. 

SEC. 2. (a) Board of Canvassers ~. Thcre shall be a board 
of canvassers in the Autonomous Region in 1\"lu5Iim Mindanao 
for the purpose of the elections in the Autonumous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao and a provincial bO;HO of canvassers in each 
province therein as rollow~: . 

(1) Regional Bmlrtl of C~nv~sscrs. The regional bO<lrtl of 
canV<lssers shall <':<lnV(i~S Ihe cenificates of <.:anva~s. which shall be 
accompanied by the stHtcmcnt of votes by prc<.:incts, prepared and 
submitted to it by the provincial board of canvassers for the 
positions of rcgion<J1 governor anJ vice-governor ~ncJ on lhe. 
basis thereof, proclaim as elected, the canditlates for regional 
governor and vi<.:e-govcrnor who nhlainctl the highest numncr of 
votes in the entire autonomous region. 

The regional bmud of canvas~crs shall be <.:nmposed of a 
ranking lawyer of the Commission on Elcct;on~ (Cornelee) as 
chairman, a representative likewise of equivalent rank in the 
Department of Justice as vice-l:hairm<Jn, in the Department of 
Education, Culture and Sports as member-secretary. However, 
in case of non.availflhility, absence or disqualification due to 
relationship or incapacity for any cause, the Comelec shall appoint 
other representatives from the different agencies of lhe 
government, as substitutes. 

(2) The Provinl:i<11 BO;Hd of Canvassers. The provincial 
board of canvaSsers shall canva'5s the election returns, copy for 
the provincial board of canvassers or any other authentic cqpy of 
such election relurns, and Oil rhe ha .... i .... Ihereof, proclaim as 
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elected, the rirst three (3) candid .. tlC .... for a~scmblyman of the 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao receiving the highest 
number of votes in each Icgishllivc district of the province. 

The provincial board of canvasser. ... shi.lll be compo.scd of the 
provincial election supervisor of the province concerned or a 
ranking Icl\vycr of the C0mt:iCt as ch<iirm.ln, the provincial 
proscc'ulOr as vicc-chairman, and the division superintendent of 

schools ;;IS member-secretary. However, in ca~c of non
availahility, absence. or disqu;Jlification due to relationship or 
incapacity for any C<1USC, the CClOlC\CC shall <'Ippninl such lav.'Ycrs 
of (he Commission as suhstitutes. 

(b) Number of Copies of Election Returns, Their 
Preparation and Their Distribution - The board of election 
inspectors shall prcp<Jre in writing the election returns in their 
respective polling places, or in any other place authorized by Lhc 
Comclcc, in the numher of copies herein provided and in the form 
to be prc~cribcd by the COl11dcc" 

The copies of the ckClion return:- shedl he di:-trihulcd dS 

fl)II()ws: 

(i) The G"t copy shall he deli"cred tn the provincial hoard 
of CCln\".t5Sers; 

(ii) The ~c(nnd «)py. 1(1 the rcginnal hoard of c<tl1vas~crs; 

(iii) The third copv, tothc Come Icc; 

(iv) 'The fourlh c'opy ,hall he deposited inside the 
comp.HlmclH nf Ihl" "'.I il tll hll:": fur valid httlhHS: 

(v) Tilt: firth cupy, ttl he known ctS <tdvanec c1cctiol1 rClUrn:-. 
5h.1I1 bl: tklivercd to the city or fllunicip.i1 trl"aSurer who, in the 
prc_senee of the clcclion registrar or his authorized 
representativc. shall iml11cdi<1tc.ly and puhlicly open the same and 
post the vole!'> therein in an election I.tlly board !'uffic.:icntly hngc 
to enable the public to rcad them, built on a puhlic place 
preferably within the immediate vicinilY of the city h~1I or 
municipal huilding; and 
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(vi) The sixth and seventh copies, 10 be known as parly 
copies. shall be furnished the duly authorized rcprcscntalives..,in 
the municipalities concerned of the two (2) major political parties 
or coalition/alliance of partics presenting candidates in this 
election. 

SEC. 3. Pre·pmclanrlllio'l CaJe.L - Nu pre-proclamation 
'ca~es shall be allowed on mailers relating to the -preparation, 
transmission, receipt, clistody, and ttpprcciatitJn of Clcl:lion returns 
or the certificates of canVi;lSS, CiS the Ci:-ISC may he. However, this 
does not preclude the authority of tht.: <Jppropri<Jlc canvassing 
body, molll prnprio or upon written complaint of an interested 
person to correct manifest errors in the certiri(lic of canvass or 
electiun returns before it. 

Questions aHecling the composition or proceeding of the 
bna;d of canvassers m<ty he initiated in the hoard or directly with the 
Comelec in accordance with Section 19 of Republic Act No. 
7166. 

Any objection on the election returns before the provincial 
board of canvassers or certificate nf canvass before the rcgion;.iI. 
board of C;.HW<J5sers, shall he specifically noted in the minutes of 
their respective proceedings. 

SEC. 4. Separahi/ity Clallse. - If for any reason, any 
sct:lion or provision of [hi~ ·Act or any portion thereof, or the 
apr1kat ion of such section, provision or pori ion is declared invaliLi 
or unconstitutional, the remainder thereof sh; .. dl not he affected by 
such Lled'lfation. 

'""' SEC. 5. App/ieahilily oj' (//(~ (Jlllnihu.l Elatioll Code of rhe 
Pllilippines alld other S(atllle.L - i\11 provision!>. of the Omnibus 

. Election Code, Republic Act Nos. 6646 anu 716() <Jnd other election 
laws not inconsistent with the provisions of this ,\cl shall aprly to 
lhe election herein provided. 

The COO1clcc shall promulgate the necessary rules and 
regulations for the implementation of Ihis Act. 

• 



SEC. b. Trelflsirury PrOt·i.HulI.\". - All prillr ads, resolutions. 
and issuilnccs or the Comelec m;JJc; in cunnection with the 
second rcguliH election in the Aulontl010U!-i Region in Muslim 
Mindanao under this Act, including the deputCltion of government 
agencies and inslrllmenralities, registralion or vole.rs, appointment 
of election oflicial!; a~d boards of ('Jeclion im.pcctors, and riling of 
certificates of cClndidacy, are hereby confirmed valid and 
subsisting. 

SEC. 7. E[[ecli"lry C/ause. - This Act sholl lake effect upon' 
its approval. 

Approved, 

j~;f;~D~J("~'A 
PresiJell( vf lite Sellllle 

This At:l which is a consolidation of Houst: Bill Nu. 4315 
and Senate Bill No. 1073 was finally passL:d hy the Hnu!-ic or 
Rcprcscntativcs lJnd the Senil!C nn Miln:h :.. 1993 and Milrch 2. 
P)<)3. respectively. 

~o<',~ 
C,\MILO L. SABIO 

Secretary General 
/-IOf/se oJ RepreJelllati\'f~S 

Presidelll of (lie PhilippilleJ 




