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S. I of 1998 

L'- .... ·· .. '11 , 

INDEPENDENT NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION 
OF NIG~~RIA DECREE 1998 

(1998 Nil. 17) 

Guidelines fur 1..1)(::11 Government CUlllu;iI Election..; 

(.'JIIU1fCllccmelll : 

In exercise of Ihe powers conferred on il by seclion 4 of Ihe 
Independent National Electoral Commission Decree 19YR and of 
all other powers enabling it in that behalf and for 'the purposes of 
Ihe Local Government Council elections schedul~d to take place in 
December. 1998. Ihe Indepentlent National Electoral Commi,,,ioll 
(in these Guidelilles referred 10 as the "Commission") herchy 
issues Ihe following (juidelilles -

I 

I. There shall he Local (illVCrIllllcnt Council ciccI ions al 
which -

(a) one Councillor shall he elecled from each or Ihe wards 
ill all the Local Governmenl Areas alltl the Area Coullcils 
ill the r-cdcraliun; and ! 

(h) a Chairman shall he elecled ((II' e~eh of Ihe i.ocal 
Government Councils and Ihe Area COllncils ill Ihe 
Federatioll, 

2. A person shall he cligihlc 10 vote at a Local (iovcrllIl1l:1I1 

Council elections if -

(0) he is a citizell of Nigeria; 

(b) he has allaincd the age of eightccn y~ars; 

(c) he is ordinarily resident in the ward or constitueucy 
where he intends to vote or is an indigene of that wan] or 
constituency; and 

(d) he is registered as a voter in the ward or constituency. 
and, has obtained a voters card ,!o,be"presented at the 
Polling Station or Unit on the day of the, election: 
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Provided that where a person claims that his name is on Ihe 
register of voters for a Polling Station or Unit but that his voler', 
card is missing or has heen destroyed, the Presiding Officer shall, 
if -

(a) the name or the person is round in the register "I' volers 
for the Polling Station or Unit; and 

(h) he has satisfied himself that the person IS 1101 

impersonating any other person, 

allow the person to vote. 

3.-(lk" person shall not he qualified to contest a I.o"al 
Govcrnmen( Council elections if-

(a) under any law in force in any parl'of Nigeria, ill' is 
adjudged to he a hlllatic (lr otherwise ,declared to he of 
unsou nd 111 i nd; 

i 
I 

(h) he is under a sentence or death imppsed upon ilill' hy 
any court or tribunal in Nigeria or a sentence (If 
imprisonment or fine ror an offence involving dishonesly or 
rraud (by whatever name called) or for. any other ofrence 
(other than misdemeanour or simple offence) imposed on 
him by such court or tribunal; 

(c) he has been found guilty or contravention or tile codc of 
conduct under the Code of Conduct Bureau and Trihnnal 
Decree, 1989; 

(d) he is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged 
or otherwise declared bankrupt under any law in roree in 
any part of Nigeria or in any other country; 

(e) being a person employed in .the public or civil service 
of the Federation or of a State; or 1.Qcal. Government or 
Area Council, he has not reSigned;;' withdrawn or retired 
from' such employment 30 . days':· before" the date or the 
election; 

(I) he is a member of a secret society; 
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(9) he has been indicted for enibezzlement"or'(i'~ud by 

by a Judicial Commission of Inqui"y ,0" a Tribunal 

under the Tl'ibunal of Inquiry Act set up by the 

Federal, State 01' Local Gove,'nment. 

(h) he has I",('n indi,'I('d 1'01' examillalioll Illall>1:lI'li,,' 
illdlldillg presenlal ion Ill' I'orged cerlificale, 

4. 1\ pcrson shall he qllalified 10 eOlllesl II", I.",'al 
<Oovel'llilleill COllllcil cieclioll,' il' -

(tI) he is a cilizcn or Nigeria: 

(iI) he has beell edllcalcd lip 
Cerlificale level or iI., eqilivalelll; 

to iat leas I Ihe SI'I"" ,I 
1 

(e) ill Ihe case Ill' C:onncillOlship election, hc 11:1., allain('d 
Ihe age "I' 25 years; 

(d) ill the case or (:hairlllaliship elett.ioll, he has :lIlailll'd 
the age or lO ye:lrs; 

(e) he is ordillarily residclil in the ward or conslituency nl 
which he intends to COli test the ciection or is an indigelle or 
Ihat ward or eonstitucncy; 

(f) he produces evidence or tax payment as and when dllc 
ror a period or Ihree consecutive years immedialely 
preceding Ihe year or Ihe election; 

(g) in the case or Councillorship election, he is nominaled 
in writing by 10 persons whose names appear on Ihe 
register of voters for the ward in which he inlends III 
contest the election; 

(Iz) in the case of Chairmanship election, he is nom inaled 
in writing, by 20 persons whose : names appear on the 
register,of,voters in their respective:'iVards,and from a least 
two-thirds of all the wards in the Local Government IIrca 
or Area Council in which he intends,to contest the ciection; 

3 

• 

; •. !: , 

(':II'. <1,11 I.I:N. 
I~'X'I Nn. \ 
I'IXh Hn. "'. 

()l1alill(";1111111:: 

h'l CIIIlICSI!II)­

III!.' dlTlinl1'; 



• 

f 
I 

~'. : 

(i) in lhe case of Councillorship eleelion, he makes a 
deposil of N I,noo 10 Ihe Commission; 

(i) in lhe case of Chairmanship eleclion, he makes a deposil 
of N5,OOO 10 lhe Commission; 

(k) he has nol been dismissed from the public or civil 
service of tho Federation or of a Slate or I.ocal 
fiovernment Area or Area Councilor from employmcnl in 
Ihe privale seclor; 

(I) he has nol heen found guilly of an ·.offence involving 
narcotic drugs or any olher psycholropic subslance by allY 
courl or Iribunal in Nigeria or in any olher counlry; 

{III} he is nol been adjudged guilly of treason or Ireasonable 
ICiony by any courl or Iribunal in Nigeria; 

(II) he is regislered as a voler in Ihe conslilueney in which 
he inlends 10 conies I Ihe eicclion; 

{o} he is a regislcred mcmber of a provisionally regislcred 
polilical parly; 

{p} in lhc case of a candidale conlesti.ng as Chairman, he 
has nominated from a ward other than his own :Inolhcr 
candidate as his associate who shall occupy the office of 
Vice-Chairman: 

Provided that the provisions of this Decree relating 10 

qualifications and disqualifications of Chairman except in suh­
paragraphs (h) and (j) of this paragraph shall also apply 10 Ihc 
Vice-Chairman, 

5. Subject to the provIsions of any enactment or law, 
candidates for the Local Government elections shall campaign in 
the following manner. that is -

(a) campaigns shall be within the ward or constituency in 
which a candidate intends to contest'the election; 

,:) 

(b) campaigns shall not be allowed within 12 hours 
preceding the date of the election; 
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(e) campaigns ur aooresses shall be oevoted tu ouliining 
what the canoidate intends to do fur the people or his ward 
or constituency: 

(d) campaigns or addresses shall nut be carried (lui ill 
schouls, churches, mosques or other religiulls places, 
military or police barracks or stations, public offices ami 
slleh other places as the Commission may prohibit, frolll 
time to time; 

(e) campaigns ur addresses shall not be based 011 seel iOllai, 
ethnic or religious sentiments or prejuoices; 

(f) bribery or other furms of induc\!ment to voters, eilher 
directly or indirectly, shall be avoided by candidates ami 
Iheir agents; and 

(g) abusive, vile or derogatory language shall nol he IIs('d 

during campaigns or addresses. 

6,-( I) Voting shall be by open secret ballot alld III 

accordance with the procedure specified in these Guiddilles. 

(2) Voting shall take place on the same day and at the saille 
time throughout the Federation, as may be announced hy Ihe 
Commission. 

7.-( I) Every provisionally registered political party shall 
on or before the 16th of November, 1998 del iver to th.: 
Commission -

(a) in Form C. F. 00 I, the personal particulars or its 
candidates for the elections as supplied by the candidates; 
and 

(b) in Form C.F. 002, a list of the proposed sponsored 
candidates at the elections. 

(2) The Commission shall, on or before the 20th 
November, 1998, after receipt of the list.of candidates and their 
personal particulars deliver to the provisionally registered political 
parties -
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(a) ill Form c.1'. 003. a list of candidates wli" arc 
adjudged qualified to colltest the elections; and 

(h) where applicahlc. ill Form <:.1'.004. a separ;,", li.,t "I 
calldidates disqualified from colltes,tillg the electillll.'. 

(3) Where a candidate is disqualified from colltestill[( the 
elcetioll. the Commissioll shall allow the provisionally re[(isterl'd 
political party eOllcel'lled all opportullity to substitute the 1I;\llIe III 
the calldidate with allot lieI': 

Provided the suhstitutioll is made with ill the timc allowed hy tlie 
Commissioll lor tliat purpose. 

(4) Any persoll not satisfied with the decision of tI,e State 
Screening Committee regarding qualification or disqualificatioll "I' 
a candidate to contest all election may appeal to the Commis.~i"lI·s 
Headquarters in AIJUja for review using Form C.F.005 . 

(5) An appeal under these Guidelines shall be submitted to 
the Resident Electoral Commissioner in the State not later thall 
10.00 a.m on 23rd of November 1998. 

8.-(1) A candidate for a Local Government electioll shall, 
before his nomination paper is delivered to the Commission, 
deposit or cause to be deposited with the Commission the sum 
specified in paragraph 4(1)(i) or U), as the case may be, of these 
Guidelines, and shall at the time of the del'ivery of the nomillatioll 
paper produce alld show to the Electoral Officer the official receipt 
for that sum. 

(2) No nomillatioll shall be valid utiless upon the receipt "I' 
the deposit made ill accordance with sub-paragraph (I) or this 
paragraph. 

9. A candidate or any person nominating him shall obtaill 
a nomination paper in Form E.C. 4F or Form E.C. 4G, as the 
case may be, from the place appointed by the Commission for that 
purpose. 

10.-(1) If after the latest time for the delivery of nomination 
papers and·the,wiUldrawal of candidates.for.election of Councillors 
only one candidate remains duly nominated that candidate shall be 
deemed returned unopposed. 
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(2) If after Ihe lalest time for the delivery of nominalion 
papers and for the withdrawal of eandidales h,r election of 
Councillors more" than one candidate remains duly nominaled, " 
poll shall he laken in accordance with the procedure specified ill 
these Gil idcl i nes. 

11.-( I) Where in an election to Ihe office of (:hairlllan -

(a) at Ihe close of nominations only one candidale has hcen 
nominated, the Commission shall ex lend Ihe lillie for 

I 

nominations: or , 
i 
I 

(h) at Ihe close of ntmination one of Ihe call(lidales 
nominated for the electipn is the only candidate hy rcason 
of the disqualifieatiqn, withdrawal. incapacilation. 
disappearance, or death of the olher candidate. Ihe 
(:olllm iss ion shall extend the ti me for nOln inal ion hy 7 
days, so however that where after Ihe exlension only one 
candidale' remains validly nominated. Ihere .,hall he 11(1 

further exlension of time. 
I , 

(c) a candi,lale fo'r an election 10 Ihe of lice of Chairlllan 
.,hall he deemed tu have been duly elcclcd 10 oiTice where, 
being Ihe only candidate nominated for Ihe eleelion -

(i) he has the majority of YES voles (lver NO voles 
cast at the election, 

(ii) he has not less than one-third uf the vules cast 
al Ihe election in each of at least two-thirds of all 
the Local Government Areas in Ihal Siale or Area 
Councils in the Federal Capital Terrilory. Ahuja, 

but wherc the only candidate fails I,. he elecled in 
accordance with this sub-paragraph, lhen lhere shall be 
fresh nominations . 

(2) A cand idate for an election to Ihe uffice of the 
Chairman shall be deemed to have been elected where, there being 
only two candidates for the election -

(a) he has the majqrity .of Yes votes over No VOles cast at 
the election; and " , "i 
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(h) he has not less than onc-quarter ofl the votes cast al Ihc 
election in each of at least two-thirds of all the wards in the 
Local Governmcnt !\re;\ or Arca Council, as the case lIIay 

he. 

(3) If a candidate is clected under sub-paragraph (2) or Ihis 
paragraph the Commission shall within 7 days of the result or the 
last election arrange ror anolher eleetiOli between I.he Iwo 
camJidates, 'and a eandidatc at this last election shall bc decllled 
duly elected if hc scores thc 11Iajority of votes cast at the eleclion. 

(4) A candidate for an elcction to the officc of Chairlllan 
shall bc decmed to have bcen duly elected where, there hcing lIIore 

than two candidates for thc election -

(a) he has the highesl 111IIIIhcr of votes cast at the cicci ion: 
and 

(b) he has not less than one-quarter of the votes cast at the 
election in each of at least two-thirds of all wards in the 
Local Government Area or Area Council, as the casc may 
be. 

(5) Where no candidate is duly elected in accordance with 
sub-paragraph (4) of th is paragraph,· there I shall be a second 
election in accordance with sub-paragraph (6) of this paragraph at 
which the only candidates shall be -

(a) the candidate who scored the highest number of votcs 
cast at the election; and 

(b) the candidate who has the majority or votes In thc 
highest number of wards, 

so however that where there are more than one candidate, the one 
among them with the highest number of votes cast at the election 
shall be the second candidate for the election. 

(6) The Commission shall, within 7 days of the result of the 
election in which no:candidate is duly elected.\Ind~r;sub-paragraph 
(4) of this paragraph, arrange for another. election between the two 
candidates· shown· in sub-paragraph (5) of this paragraph and a 
candidate shall be deemed duly elected if -

I 8 
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(a) he has the lIIajority or the votes cas~ "ttlie cilx:ti(lll: ali<I 

(h) he Iws not less than one-quarter of the votes cast at tli(' 
election in each of at least two-thirus of the wards in thl' 
Local Goverlllllent Area or Area Council, as the case lIIay 
he, 

(7) If no candidate is duly electeu unucr sub-paragraph ((,) 
or this paragraph, the Commission shall, w.ithin 7 days of the 
n:sull of the last election, arrange filr another election between the , 
two candidates shown in suh-paragraph (5) of; this paragraph. and 
a candidate althis last election shall be deemcd duly elected ir he 
scores thc majority or votes cast at the election. 

12.-( I) Eadl candidate may appoint one person ;IS hi:; 
Polling Agent for c;lch Polling Station or Unit in the ward or 
constit1lency in which he is L'olllesting the election. 

I 
(2) Notice in writing shall bc given to the Conlillissi(ln hy 

each candiuate not later than 2 days before the day of the clect ion 
cOllveying the names and addresses of his 'Party Agents and tlil' 
respective Polling Stations ()I' IJnits to which they have heen 
assigned hy the candidate. 

13.-( I) No person shall he pcrmitted to votc al any Polling 
Station or Unit other thall the one at which he is entitled to v()te 
according to his area or location, 

(2) The Presiding Officer shall regul,ate the admission ()f 
voters to the Polling Stations or Units, and shall exclude all other 
persons excepts candidates. Pa'rty Agents, Poll Clerks, Poll 
Orderlies and any other person who in his opinion has lawrnl 
reason to be admitted, 

14.-( I) The accreditation of voters shall commence on the , 
day and time stipulated by the Commission .• 

(2) The Presiding Officer shall -
, 

(a) cross-check the voter's card of a person applying for 
accreditation against the register and'may ask the voter if 
required by a candidate or the . :p~ptiAgent, the following 
questions or any of the questions; that is -
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I i) "Ale ~'Oll llie pelsoll wli()sc lIallle is Oil lilt' 
Icgislcr or "olels ;IS rollows ................ '!" II('adillg 
llie copy or Iii" ('nip/ ill llie regislcr), 

(ii) "Ale YOII a persoll above IX yeals or ;'1:"": 

(b) '1101 aeeredil ;nl,V voleI' who allswers Ihe qllcsfioll,S III 

sllb-par;lgraph (2) (a) or Ihis paragraph ill lhe lIeg'lli\'(': 

(e) lIIark Ihe I 1:11 I It' or llie vlller III Ihe regiSIl'r or \'O,,'IS 
wilh hiro; 

(d) slalllp a 1111 sigll each vOler's card al Ihe hal:k willi Ihe 
approprialc slaillp alld slale Ihe date :,'lId type or efccliOIl ill • 
code; and 

(e) eilier ill 1'01'111 H: XA, Sialclllcill. of Rcsilil For III , 1111: 

numbcr or persons regislered 10 vote 'at the Pollillg Sialioll 
or Ullit, Ihe lIumber of registered voters accrediled, Ihe 
serial lIumhers or llie ballot papers issued 10 llie I'ollillg 
Sialion or Unil, Ihe serial I1llmbers of ballol papers issncd 
10 the voters, the serial numbers of unused ballol papers 
and Ihe number or accredited voters ~tanding ill the qncllc 
at the eommcncemenl of voling, 

(3) The Presiding Omcer and thePa~ty Agellts sh;,11 sigll 
Form EC, 8A to authellticate the numbers enlered therein, 

shall-
15. AI the close of accreditation, the Presidillg Orncer 

(a) explaill Ihe voting procedure 10 be followed; 

(b) inlroduee e the candidates or their posters alld symbols, 
the 1'011 Clerks alld the Party, Agents, 

(c) explaill the activities which constitute election offellces 
within the Polling Zone or Unit, including penalties for 
commilling each offence; 

(d) call the roll of accredited voters; 

(e) ensure that posters bearing photographs of Ihe 
candidates are displayed within the Polling Zone or Uni!. 
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16. After colllpliancc wilh lhc provisions of paragraph 15 
of Ihcsc Guidelincs lhc Prcsiding Ornccr shall -

(a) ann()unl:e thc cOlllmcnccmcnl of voting: 

(b) reqllest thl: accrediled volers 10 line lip in a single lillC: 

(l:) separate the qucue bctwecil men and womcil if. ill that 
arca of lhe l:OlInlry, lhe culture is sueh lhal it does not 
permil the mingling of men and women in lhe same qllelle: 

(d) requesl SecurilY Agents or 1'011 Orderlics 10 sland at the 
end of the qucue bchind lhe last, aCl:redited voter ;111<1 

re!]uest the volers in lhe queue 10 sh,ow their volers' cards • 
duly stalllpcd hy the Prcsiding Officer; 

i 

(l:) issuc aCl:rcditcd voters wilh two ballot papers; olle each 
fur the Counl:illorship and Chairmanship dcctiolls 
respeclively: 

(I) direct voters to the voting (able where, after 111I1IIIh,· 
marking the hallo( papers sel:relly, they slwll vole ill 111l: 
full view of all presenl; 

(g) count lhe voles al lhe dose of poll in lhl: prcsence of 
lhe volcrs: and, 

(h) announce lhe number of voles counted for each of Ihl: 
l:andidates . 

17. When the prescribed hour. :for the dosing of 
accredilation has been reached, 110 more, persons shall be admiued 
to the Polling Slat ion or Unit, but those"persons already inside the 
Polling Station or Unit shall bc aeeredited~:and;allowed to votc. 

18.-(1) The Presiding Officer shall, after ,counting of votcs, 
enter the voles scored by each candidate;,in Form EC.8A or 
EC.8A(I) as the case may be. 
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(2) The Statemcnt of Resull Form shall be signcd and 
stamped by the Presiding Officer and countersigncd hy the 
candidatcs' Polling Agcnls where available at the Polling Station 
or Uni!. . 

19.-( I) Thc Presiding Officer shall give to Ihe Polling 
Agcnls and the Pol icc copies of Ihc complelcd 1'01'111 U:.RA ,~r 

EC.HA(I). 

(2) Aftcr the reconJing of Ihe results of the c\cclion. Ihe 
Presiding Officer shall announcc and take the results ami Ihc 
malerials used in cOIl(Jucting the election tothc ward collal ion 
ccntre under security escort, if available. 

(3) The ward Rcturning Officer shall -

(a) take delivery of all Forms EC.8A and Ee.M( I) till' thc 
Chairmansh ip and Councillorship elections res peel ivcly 
from the Presiding Officers; 

(b) collate the votes entered in Form EC.8A in the case of 
Chairmanship election or Form EC.8A(J) in Ihe case of 
Councillorship election, using Form EC.8B or EC.8B(I), 
as the case may be; 

(c) enter the votcs in both wor~s and figures in the 
appropriate space in Form E.C. 8B(I), in the case of 
Councillorship election, sign the form and get the Polling 
Agent~ to countersign; 

(d) cross-check the figurcs iu Form E.C.813(I) carefully 
and distribute copies to the Party~..Agents and security 
agents available at the ward collation centre; 

(e) enter the score of each candidale in the Declaration of 
Result Form E.e. 8E for the Councillorship election; and 

(I) declare the Councillorship election result for the ward, 
and return the candidate with the majority of votes cast as 
duly elected. ! 

I 
(4) Where the ward Returning O~cer has declared the 

result of the Councillorship election for the:ward, he shall proceed 
as follows in respect of the Chairmanship ';election -

I 
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(a) enter the votes in both words and figures in Ihe 
appropriate space in Form E.C. 88, sign the Form and gel 
the Polling Agenls to countersign and announce Ihe resull 
for the ward; 

(h) distribule the duly compleled and signed Form F .. <:. XII 
as follows '. 

(i) Ihe original copy to be laken 10 Ihe 
Chairmanship eleelion Returning Officer al Ihe 
Local Government Area or' Area Council colla I ion 
cenlre as Ihe case Illay be; 

(ii) onc copy to be given t~ each Pal·ty Agenl of 
Ihe candidales, if available', 

(iii) onc copy to he given, to the Police, if availahle 
at the ward collation centre; 

(c) proceed to the Local Government Area or Area ClHllli:il 
collation centre where he shall hand over to the Relurning 
Officer the original copy of the result and Ihe olher 
materials relating to the elections; 

(d) the Local Government Area or Area Council Returning 
Officer shall -

(i) take delivery of all Forms E.C. 813 sulJmillcd by 
the ward Returning Officers from the wards in the 
Local Government Areas or Area Councils, as Ihe 
case may be, 

(ii) collate the result by transferring votes scoreu by 
each Chairmanship candi~ate from Form E. C. 88 
into Form E,C. 8eward/by ward, 

(iii) announce loudly thetotal votes scored by each 
cand idate at the Local' Government Area or Area 
Council level,as recor~ep in:Form E.C. 8C, 

" "'1 
,. : I, 'I'i.;' :h',i' ., I !' 

(iv) thereafter sign:thc,duly completed Form E. C. 
8C and get the Polling' Agents at the collation 
centres to countersign, 
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• 

• 

(v) cross-chcck Ihc figures in Forlll E. C. XC 
c~refully and dislrihute copies to the Polling Agcnls 
~nd Ihe Pol icc; if available, 

• 
(vi) relain Ihe original of Form B.C. lIC which shlill 
he returned 10 the Elcctoral Officer for cuslody. 

(vii) cnter Ihe score of each candidale in llie 
Declaration of Result rlorm E.C. liE for Ihe 
Chairmanship election, 

(viii) declare Ihe Chairmanship eleclion rcsull for 
Ihe Local Government Area or Area Council. and 
return the candidate who, has won the cieclion in 
accordance wilh paragraph II of these Guidelinc.~. 
and 

(ix) take Ihe original of Forms B.C. lIA. E.C. RA 
(I), E.C. 813, B.C. 88(1), E.C. 8C and I~.C. RE 
logether with other materials relating 10 Ihc' 
elections uelivereu to him by the ward Relurning 
Officers to the Electoral Officer. 

20. The uecision of the waru Returning Officer in respeci 
of the Councillorship election and the Local Government Area or 
Area Council Returning Officer in respect of the Chairmanship 
election on any question arising from or relating to -

(a) ballot papers; (lr 

(b) scores of candidales; or 

(e) Ihe return of a camJidate, 

shall be final and subject to review ~nly by an Election Trihunal 
in un election' petition proeeedmgs. .. . , 

21. If two or more canuidates poll equal number of voles, 
the Returning Officer shall not return any of the candiuates and a 
fresh election shall be held for the candidates on a date 10 be 
appointed by the Commission. 
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22. A scaled Certificate uf Return at the e1ectiun shall Ill: 
issued to every Candidale whu has wun a Local Govel'llme1l1 
Council or Area Council election, 

23.-(1) Disputes arising frol11the elections shall be resolved 
through all election petition filed at an Election Tribunal which 
shall be duly constituted for Ihat purpose. 

(2) Electiun petitiuns shall he brought within 14 days fmlll 

Ihe dale 011 which the result of Ihe c1ection is declared. 

(3) An election petition shall be heard and determined 
within 60 days from the date on which it is filed at the Eleclion 
Tribunal. • 

I', t{IP'''J,~· • 
I>ATlW at Ahuja Ihis .'. (r day of 19()X 

!I~'r~ 
liON. JUSTICE E.O.1. AKI'ATA, JSC (RTI>.) 

Chairmall, 
Illdepe/ldellt Natiollal Electoral Commissioll . 
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