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NIGERIAN AIRSPACE MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
(ESTABLISHMENT, ETC.) DECREE 1999 

Decree No. 48 

[26th May 1999] Commencement. 

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby 
decrees as follows:-

PART I - ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NIGERIAN 
AIRsPACE MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

L-(I) There is hereby established a body to be known as 
the Nigerian Airspace Management Agency (in this Decree 
referred to as "the Agency~). 

(2) 'The Agency shall -

(a) be a body corporate with perpetual succession and 
common seal; 

(b) may sue or be sued in its corporate name; and 

(c) own; hold or dispose of property (whether movable or 
immovable). 

PART n - ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GOVERNING 
BOARD, ETC. 

2.-(1) There is hereby established for the Agency a 
Governing Board (in this Decree referred to as "the Board") which 
shall, subject to this Decree, have general ·control of the Agency. 

(2) The Board shall consist of -

(a) a part-time Chairman; 

Establishment of 
the Nigerian Airspace 
Management Agency. 

Establishment 
and membership of 
the Governing Board: 
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Schedule. 

Tenure of 
office. 

(b) one representative each of the following, that is -

(i) the Federal Ministry of Aviation, 

(ii) the Nigerian Air Force, 

(iii) the Nigerian College of Aviation Technoiogy, 
Zaira, 

(iv) Airline Operators of Nigeria; 

(c) two other persons to represent public interest and who 
shall be persons who possess cognate experience in aviation 
matters; and 

(d) the Managing Director of the Agency. 

(3) The part-time Chairman and members of the Board, 
other thim ex-officio members, shall be -

(a) appointed by the Head of State, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Armed Forces on ·the recommendation of the Minister; 
and 

(b) persons of proven integrity and ability. 

(4) The supplementary provisions set out in the Schedule to 
this Decree shall have effect with respect to the proceedings of the 
Board and the other matters contained therein. 

3. Subject to the provisions of section 5 of this Decree, a 
member of the Board, other than ex-officio members, shall each 
hold office -

(a) for a term of 4 years in the first instance and may be 
re-appointed for a further term of 4 years and no more; and 

(b) on such terms and conditions as may be specified in his 
letter of appointment. 
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4.-(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of ~ection .4. of this Cessation of 
Decree a person shall cease to hold office as a member of the membership. 

Board if-

(a) he becomes bankrupt, suspends payment or compounds 
with his creditors; or 

(b) he is convicted of a felony or any offence involving 
dishonesty or fraud; or 

(c) he becomes of unsound mind or is incapable of carrying 
out his duties; or 

(d) he is gUilty of a serious misconduct in relation to his 
duties; or 

(e) in the case of a person possessed of professional 
qualifications, he is disqualified or suspended, other than 
at his own request, from practising his profession in any 
part or the world by an order of a competent authority 
made in respect of that member; or 

. (f) he resigns his appointment by a letter addressed to the 
Head of State, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. 

(2) If a member of the Board ceases to hold office for any 
reason whatsoever, before the expiration of the term for which he 
is appointed, another person representing the same interest as that 
member shall be ~ppointed to the Board for the unexpired term. 

(3) A member of the Board may be removed by the Head 
of State, Commander-in-Chief of tqe Armed Farces on the 
recommendation of the Minister if he is satisfied that it is not in 
the interest of the Agency or the interest of the public that the 
member continues in office. 

5. There shall be paid to every member of the Board such 
allowances and expenses as the Federal Government may, from 
time to time, direct. 

6. The Board shall have power to -

Allowances 
of members. 

Powers of 
the Board. 
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Functions of 
the Agency. 

Nigerian Airspace Management Agency (Establishment. etc.) 

(a) provide the general pOlicies and guidelines relating to 
major expansion programmes of the Agency; 

(b) manage and superintend the affairs of the Agency; 

(c) subject to the provisions of this Decree, make, alter and 
revoke rules and regulations for carrying on the functions 
of the Agency; 

(d) fix terms and conditions of service, including 
remuneration of the employeesJlf the Agency; and 

(e) do such other things which in the opinion of the Board 
are necessary to ensure the efficient performance of the 
functions of the Agency. 

PART III - FUNCTIONS OF THE AGENCY 

7.-(1) The Agency shalJ -

(a) provide air traffic services in Nigeria, including air 
traffic control, visual and non-visual aids, aeronautical 
telecommunications services and electricity supplies relating 
thereto, to enable public transport, private, business and 
military aircraft fly, as far as practicable and as safely as 
possible; 

(b) provide aerodromes at alJ the major Nigetian airports, 
the navigation services necessary for the. operation of 
aircraft taking-off and landing and integrate them into the 
overalJ flow of air traffic within the Nigerian airspace; 

(c) minimise or prevent interference with the use or 
effectiveness of all apparatus used in connection with air 
navigation and for prohibiting or regulating the use of alJ 
such apparatus and the display of signs and lights liable to 
endanger aircraft arid endanger the use of the Nigerian 
airspace; 

(d) generally secure the safety; efficiency and t'egularity of 
air navigation; 
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(e) require persons engaged in or employed in or in 
connection with air navigation to supply meteorological 
information for the purpose of air navigation as may be 
deemed appropriate from time to time; 

(f) provide adequate facilities and personnel for effective 
security of navigational aids outside the airport perimeters; 

(g) create conditions for the development, in the most 
efficient and economic manner, of air transport services; 

(h) procure, install and maintain adequate communication, 
navigation and surveillance and air traffic management 
facilities at all airports in Nigeria; 

(i) ensure an effective co-ordination in the use of the 
Nigerian airspace in line, with established standards and 
procedures; 

(j) ensure the co-ordination at all levels, of decisions 
relating to airspace management and air traffic control in 
Nigeria; 

(k) hold meetings with the armed forces on Nigeria's 
international obligations as they relate to civil and military 
co-ordination; 

(i) promote familiarisation visits by Civil and military 
personnel to air traffic service units; 

(m) maintain permanent liaison with the civil air traffic 
services units and all relevant air defence units in order to 
ensure the daily integration or segregation of civil and 
military air traffic operating within the same or 
immediately adjacent portions of the Nigerian airspace 
employing civil or military radars as necessary; 

(n) obviate the need for civil aircraft to obtain special air 
defence clearance; / 

! 
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(0) take' necessary steps to prevent as far as possible, 
penetration of controlled airspace by any aircraft, civil or 
military, without co-ordination with the air traffic control 
unit concerned; 

(p) 'encourage research and development relating to all 
aspects of the Nigerian airspace designed to improve air 
safety; 

(q) undertake systems engineering development and 
implementation for communications, navigatio\l an4 
surveillance and air traffic management; . 

(r) charge for services provided by the Agency; 

(s) co-ordinate the implementation of search and rescue 
services; and 

(t) discharge the operational, technical and f1I1lllicial air 
traffic service commitments arising from Nigeria's 
membership of international organisation and other air 
navigation agenCies. 

PART III - STAFF OF THE AGENCY 

Managmg Director 8.-(1) There shall be for the Agency a Managing Director 
of the Agency. who shall be appointed by the Head of State,Commander-in-Chief 

of the Armed Forces on the recommendation of the Minister and 
on such terms and conditions as may be specified in his letter of 
appointment or as may be determined, from time to time, by the 
Government of the Federation. 

(2) The Managing Director shall.-

(a) be the chief exec)ltive and accounting officer of the 
Agency; 

(b) be responsible to the Board for the day-to-day 
administration of the Agency; 



~r\ -------_____ -. __ ~e'C'·· .... 
" : 

.~ : 
',:'" 
~::r I ·'MguionA1npoaManog~Agmcy(/istab1lshmml,eIc.) . "·1999.No. ... A1845 : 

~::\f' ',' .:,!'} (c) be'appointed for atenn of5yearsin the first' instance·" . 
~~pr and may be re-appointed'for'a'further'term"ofiS'years 
, .. ,,~ ..... :[,.,.I subj~t to satisfactory performance; . . i'" . 

_ . :!'·"·l i, ",I: If! 1:"',.OIr.p""4 ;'fll'~'t")l1 'l'lJl1q b/lf' r,,,·'I'·d),,) ·Ii r 1\) 

":,:~,',,.;:,:,:,~.,II ',! .~:, ';'(d) ~~ ~ ana1lperson:·fi'who':poS.se~"~levant·' and' ad~uate 
,c?- '. . prOlesslOquali cations til a seruor' management cadre 

fIt:" ~IT~~; ~:~:.=::: 
~::hd whoshall:..."; '~:?:i" """'''1:,1',, :: ..... '.-' ... , ":1· 1.,··1, ..... 

'::::1 .. "-

... 

· " 

·':·;r :, ~. ~'. 

'!ir 
(,8 

· :,; 
..... : -

: ~·;!r 

;' ~:~ 
'. '"I 

-. ·:,of 
'. ;~ 

· - " 

. . . , 
.' ',,~, 
:. . 

" . · .. ;," 

' .. ' 

.' , 

.. 
'1 .~) 
" 

'., 
(a) be a legal practitioner' and shall have been so qualified 
for a period of not less than 12 years; 

, • ,. I I ' ; • I ' ~., '" : I ! I 

(b) conduct the correspondence of the Board and keep the 
. ;.,J 1,._ ". 

records of the Agency; and . . , . . 

(c) perform such other functions as the Board or the 
Managing Dire.ctor, as the case may be, may, from time to 
time, assign' to him." , . ., . 

(2} The Board shall appoin~ for the Agency such number of 
employees as may in the opinion of the Board be expedient and 
necessary for the proper and ,effi.cient performance of the functions 
of the Agency," . " ,,' " ,; . '!''' .:' " " " '.; 

:! ,:,. '." .!. "r, ';. .. • • 

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (1) and 
(2) of this section the Board shall .have· power to appoint for the 
Agency either directly. or on secondment from any public service 
in the Federation, such number of employees as may, in the 
opinion of the Board, be required to assist the Agency in the 
discharge of any of its functions under this Decree. 

(4) Nothing in subsection (3) of this section, shall preclude 
the Board from appointing persons from outside the pubic service 
oQthe Federation or of the State whenever it deems it necessary so 
«fdo. . ... '.' 

(5) The terms and conditions of service (including 
remuneration, allowances, benefits and pensions) of the employees 
of the Agency shall be as determined by the Board, . 
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Service in the 
Agency 10 be 
pensionable. 
Cap. 346 LFN. 

Fund of the 
Agency. 

10.-(1) Service In the Agency shall be approved service for 
the purposes of the Pensions Act. 

(2) The officers and other persons employed in the Agency 
shall be entitled to pensions, gratuities and other retirement 
benefits as are enjoyed by persons holding equivalent grades in the 
civil service of the Federation. 

(3) Nothing in subsections (1) and (2) of this section shall 
prevent the appointment of a person to any office on terms which 
preclude the grant of pension and gratuity in respect of that office. 

(4) For the purposes of the application of the provisions of ' 
the Pensions Act, any power exercisable thereunder by the 
Minister or other authority of the Government of the Federation, 
other than the power to make regulations under section 23 thereaf, 
is hereby vested in and shall be exercisable by the Board, and not 
by any other person or authority. 

PART V • FINANCIAL PROVISIONS 

11. There shall be established and maintained for the 
Agency a fund into which shall be paid and credited -

(a) all subventions and budgetary allocation from the 
Government of the Federation; 

(b) all fees and funds accruing from -

(i) .en-route local, international facility charges, 

(ii) overflight charges, 

(iii) charges on Class B messages, 

(iv) 30 per cent of the air ticket sales charges, 

(v) 30 per cent of the cargo sales charge, 

(vi) sales of information, 

al 
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(vii) violation of airspace fmes, 

(viii) rentage of property, plant and equipment, 

(ix) contract registration fees; 

(c) all fmes payable for violation of air navigation 
regulations ; 

(d) all sums accruing to the Agency by way of gifts, 
endowments, bequests, grants or other contributiQns by 
persons and organisations; 

( e) all return on investments; 

(f) foreign aid and assistance from bilateral agencies; and 

(g) all other sums which may, from time to time, accrue to 
the Agency. 

12. The Agency shall, from time to time, apply the funds Expenditure 
at its 9isposal to - of the Agency. 

(a) the ,cost of administration and maintenance of the 
AgeBcy; 

(b) pubUcise and promote the activities of the Agency; 

(c) pay allowances, expenses and other benefits of members 
of the Board and committees of the Board; 

(d) pay the salaries, allowances and benefits of employees 
of the Agency; 

(e) pay other overhead allowances, benefits and other 
administrative costs of the Agency; and 

(f) undertake such other activities as are connected with all 
or any of the functions of the Agency under this Decree. 
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Power to 
accept gifts. 

13.-(1) The Agency may accept gifts of land, money or 
other property on such terms and conditions, if any, as may be 
specified by ihe person or organisation making the gift. 

(2) The Agency shall not accept any gift if the conditions 
attached by the person or organisation making the gift are 
inconsistent with the functions of the Agency under this Decree. 

Annual estimates 14.-(1) The Board shall, not later than 30th September in 
and expenditure. each year, submit to the Head of State, Commander-in-Chief of 

1he . Armed Forces through the Minister an estimate of the 
expenditure and income of the Agency during the next succeeding 
year. 

(2) The Board shall cause to be kept proper accounts of the 
Agen.:y in respect of each year and proper records in relation 
thereto and shall cause the accounts to be audited not later than 6 
months after the end of each year by auditors appointed from the 
list and in accordance with the guidelines supplied by the Auditor
General for the Federation. 

AMual report. 15. The Board shall prepare and submit to the Head of 
State,. Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, through the 
Minister not later than 30th June in each year, a report in such 
form as the Head of State, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed 
Forces may direct on the activities of the Agency during the 
immediately preceding year, and shaH include in the report a copy 
of. the audited accounts of the Agency for that year and the 
auditor's report thereon. 

Power to 16.-(1) The Agency may, from time to time, borrow by , 
borrow. overdraft or otherwise such sums as it may require for the 

performance of its functions under this Decree. 

(2) The Agency shall not, without the approval of the Head 
of State, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, borrow 
money which exceeds, at any time, the limit set by the Head of 
State, Commander-in-Chief of ·the Armed Forces. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, where 
the sum to be borrowed is in foreign currency, the Agency shaiI 
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not borrow the sum without the prior approval of the Head of 
State, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. 

(4) The Board may, with the approval of the Minister, 
borrow on such terms and conditions, such sums of money. as the 
Board may require in the exercise of the functions conferred on it 
under this Decree. . 

(5) The Board may, subject to the provisions of this Decree 
and the conditions of any trust created in respect of any property , 
mvest all or any of· its funds with the approval of the Minister or 
inaccord8;llce with any general guidelines approved by the Head 
of State, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. 

(6) The Board may invest any sl;lrplus funds in such 
securities as may be approved by the Minister. 

17.-(1) The Agency shall be exempted from the payment of Exemption 
tenement rates and income taxon any incon;te accruing from from "x. 

investments made by the Board or oth.erwise . howsoever . 

(2) The provisions of any enactment relating to the taxation 
of.companies or. trust funds shall not apply to the Board or the 
Agency. 

PART VI - INFORMATION, NOTICES, E.T.C. 

18.-( 1) For the purpose of obtaining required information Power to obtain 
for the proper discharge of the function conferred upon it under informatlon. 

this Part of this Decree. any authorised officer of the Agency may 
by notice in writing -

(a) require any person. who undertakes the business of 
carrying passengers or cargo in an aircraft for reward, to 
furnish him such information. relating to such flights or 
classes of flights (whether begiIining and ending at .the 
same point or at different points) as may be specified in the 
notices to .furnish it with such information relating to. the 
flight plan instrument carried on the aircraft and any other 
information required for the safe landing within and exit of 
any aircraft from the Nigerian airspace; 
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Penalties fur 
ret\Jsa1 to give 
infonnation. 
LN. II of 1965. 
LN. 10 of 1966. 
LN. 13 of 1966. 
LN.- i4 of 1966. 
LN. IS-of 1966. 

Restriction 
on -disclosure 
of information. 

Service of 
notice. 

(b) specify the times at which, the form and manner in 
which, any information required under paragraph (a) of this 
subsection shall be made. 

(2) In this section "authorised officer" me~ the Managing 
Director or any other officer of the Agency specially or generally 
authorised by the Director General to carry out the functions of an 
authorised officer under this section of this_ Decree. 

19.-(1) If any person fails to give information as required 
under section 18 of this Decree, he commits an offence and is 
liable on conviction to a fine or imprisonment as stipulated in the c 

regulations made under the Civil Aviation Act. 

(2) If any person knowingly makes a statem!!nt in any 
particulars given as aforesaid which is false in a material 
particular, he shall be gUilty of an offence and-liable on conviction 
to a fine and! or imprisonment as stipulated in the Regulations. 

20.-(1) No estimates, returns or information relating to an 
air transport undertaking obtained under the foregoing provisions 
of this Decree shall, withou~ the prior consent in writing of the 
person carrying on the undertaking which is the subject of the 
estimates, returns or information, be disclosed except -

(a) in accordance with directions given by the Agency for 
·the purpose of the exercise of any of its functions under 
this Decree; or 

(b) for the purposes· of any proceedings -for an offence 
under this Decree or any report of those proceedings. 

(2) If any person discloses any estimates, returns· or any 
information in contravention of the provisions of this section of 
this Decree he commits an offence and is liable on conviction to 
a fme or imprisonment _as stipulated in the regulations made under 
the Civil Aviation Act. 

21. -(1) Any notice required or autl10rised by or under this 
_ part of this Decree to be served on any person may be -served 
either -
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(a) by delivering it to the person. concerned; 0; 

. (b) by leaving it at his' proper address; or . 
• 

(c) by post and addressed to the person at his principal 
office, however where a notice is served by post otherwise 
than in registered letter, service shall not be deemed to 
have been effected if it is proved that the notice was not 
received by the person to whom it was addressed. 

. . 

(2) Any notice required or authorised to be served upon a 
body corporate shall be deemed to have been, duly served if it is 
served on the Secretary to the body corporate. 

(3) For the purposes of this $ection, the proper address of 
any person on whom such a notice as aforesaid is to be served 
shall. ~ 

(a) in the case of the Secretary of a body corporate, be that 
of the registered or principal office of the body corporate; 
and 

(b). in any other case, be the last known address of the 
. person to be served. 

(4) Where the name of a person carrying on an air transport 
undertaking at any premises is not known then, if any such notice 
as aforesaid is sent by post in a registered letter so addressed as to 
show the name in which and the premises at which the undertaking 
is carried on, .the letter shall be deemed for the purpose of this 
section to be properly addressed. 

22.-(1) The Agency, may subject to the Land Use Act, 
acquire any land for the purpose of discharging its functions under 
this Decree. 

(2) If there is any hindrance to the acquisition of any land 
hythe Agency under this Decree (including any failure by the 
Agency to reach an agreement as to the amount to be paid in 
respect of the acquisition) the Agency may apply to the Minister 
for a declaration under subsection (3) of this section. 

Power to 
acquire 
Iand~ 
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(3) The Minis~r on receiving an application from the 
Agency and after such enquiry as he may think fit, request the 
Governor of the State ih which the land is situated to declare that 
the land is required for the service of the Agency and accordingly 
for an over-riding public purpose. 

(4) Where a declaration is made under subsection (3) of this 
section, the land to which the declaration relates shall be deemed 
to be land required for the public purpose of the Federation within 
the meaning of the Land Use Act and the Agency shall acquire the 
land accordingly. 

(5) Where a declaration has been made under subsection (3) 
of this Decree in respect of any land and -

(a) the land has been acquired pursuant to subsection (4) of 
this section; or 

(b) the Governor of the State concerned is satisfied that 
there are no rights substituting in respect of the land, 

the ·Governor may vest the land in the Agency by issuing a 
certificate of occupancy in respect thereof in favour and in the 
name of the Agency. 

(6) The compensation, if any, payable under the Land Use 
Act for the revocation of any rightS relating to the land, where 
applicable, shall in the first instance be' paid by the Federal 
Government, but the Agency shall refund to that Government any 
compensation so paid and all incidental expenses incurred by that 

. Government. 

(7) A plan of any land referred to in subsection (2) of this 
section -

(a) containing measurements of the boundaries of the land; 

(b )showing the relationship of the land to any sufficient 
identifying mark; and 

(c) signed by the Managing Director 
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shall be a sufficient description of the land for the purpose of an 
application under that subsection.. " 

(8) The Agency shall not, without the approval in writing 
of the Governor of the State in which the land is situated, alienate, 
mortgage charge or. otherwise demise any immovable' property 
which haS been vested in the Agency under this section or In 
re~pect 'of which a right of occupancy has been so granted to the 
A~ency. 

23.-(1) Subject to this section the. Agency may .by j~ 

officers or agents with all necessary workmen and other servants 
enter from time to time on any land or for the purposes of the 
discharge of the . Agency's functions under this Decree and in 
particular may enter upon any such land or premises for the 
purpose 'of -i 

. (a) inspecting and examining lands, buildings and 
equipment of any air carrier; 

(b) inspecting and exarniAing· accounts, records and 
memoranda required to be kept by air carriers; 

(c) the CUlling and removal of trees, underwood or 
. structures as may . interfere with surveys, and any 
installation which constitute a hazard to safety of air 
navigation .. 

(2) The Agency shall, when practicable,. serve on the 
occupier of any land on which' it intends to enter pursuant to 
subsection (1) of this section; a notice which shall be in ~riting 

. giving. a description of the nature of the works intended to be 
carried out on the land. 

(3) In the discharge of its functions pursuant to subsection 
(1) of this section, the officers, agents, workmen and servants of 
the Agency may remain on any such land for such reasollllble time 
as may enable them to execute and do all such work and Ihings as 
may be necessary. 

Power to 
enter land 
to make 
survey. etc. 



A 1854 1999 No. 48 Nigerian Airspace Management Ageno/ (Establishmm~ etc.) 

Compensation 24.-(1) In the'exercise of the powers conferred upon it by 
for damages, ele"section 23 of this Decree, the Agency, its officers, servants and 

agents shall do as littlt: damage 'as may be necessary and the 
authority shall pay compensation for any damage done to any 
buildfug, crops and economic trees, 

Limitation of 
suits against 
the Agency, 
ele, 
Cap, 379 LFN, 

(2) In the case of dispute as to the amount of compensation ' 
payable, the same shall be determined by a magistrate or district 
judge exercising jurisdiction in the place where the land is situated 
or, the High Court within whose area of jurisdiction the land is 
situated, as the case may require, and such decision shall be final 
and binding, 

" 
PART VII- MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

25.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Decree, the 
provisions of the Public Officers Protection Act shall apply in 
relation to any suit instituted against any officer or employee of 
the Agency. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law or 
enactment, no suit shall lie against any. member of the Board, the 
Director General or any' other officer or employee of the Agency 

, for any act done in pursuance or execution .of this Decree or any 
other law or enactment, or of any public duty or authority or in 
respect of any alleged neglect or default in the execution of this 
Decree or such law or enactment, duty ,or authority, shall lie or be 
instituted in any court unless -

(a) it is commenced within three months next after the' act, 
neglect or default complained of; or 

(I)) in the case of a continuation of damage or injury, 
within six months next after the ceasing thereof. 

(3) No suit shall be commenced against a member of the 
Board, the Director General, officer or erilpioyee of the Agency 
before the expiration of a period of one month after written notice 
of intention to COInmence the suit shall have been served uPon 
the Agency by the intending plaintiff or his agent. 
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(4) The notice referred to in subsection (3) of this section 
shall clearly and explicitly state the cause of action, the particulars 
of the claim, the name and place of abode· of the intending plaintiff 
and the relief which he claims. 

26. A notice, summons or other document required or Service of 

all:thorised to be served upon the Agency under the provisions of documents. 

this Decree or any .other law or enactment may be served by 
delivering it to the Director General or by sending it by registered 
poSt and addressed to the Director General at the principal office 
of the Agency. 

27. -(1) In any action or suit agaiitst the Agency, nQ 
execution or attachment of process in the nature thereo~ shall be 
issued against the Agency. 

(2) Any sum of money which may by the judgement of any 
court be awarded against the Agency shall, subject to any 
direction given by court where notice of· appeal of the said 
judgement has been give'lt, . be paid from the general reserve fund 
of the Agency: 

28. A member of the. Board, the birector General, any 
. officer or employee of the Agency shallbe indemnified out of the 

assets of the Agency against any proceeding, whether civil or 
criminal, in which judgement is given in his favour, or in which 
he is acquitted, if any such proceeding is brought against him in 
his capacity as a member of the Board, the Director General, . ." 

officer or employee of the Agency. 

29.-(1) Where an" offence under this Decree which has been 
committed by a body corporate is proved to have been committed 
on the instigation or with the connivance of or to be" attributable to 
any neglect on the part of a director, manager, secretary, head of 
branch or project manager or other similat officer of the body 
corporate, or.any person purporting to aci"in"any such capacity, he 
as well as the body corporate, where practicable, shall be deemed 
to have committed that offence and liable to be proceeded against 
and punished accordingly. 

Restriction 
on execution 
against propern' 
of the Agency". 

Indemnity of 
officers . 

Offences by 
body 
corporate, 



A 1856 1999 No. 48 Nigerian Airspace Managem£nt Agenc.y (Fstablishmen~!tc.) 

Power to 
investigate 
and impose 
fines. etc. 

Jurisdiction. 

Power of 
Minister 
to give 
directives. 

Regulations. 

Transfer of 
functions. 

(2) Where a person is convicted of'an offence under 
subsection (1) of this section, he shall -

(a) in the case of an individual, be liable to a fine of 
N5000 or imprisonment for a term of six months; and 

(b) in the case of the body corporate, be iiable to a fme of 
not less than N 50,000. 

30.-(1) The Agency. shall after notice and the hearing 
complaint or on its own initiative and investigation to determine 
whether any person is violating any provision of this Decree, 
regulations, rules or order made there under. 

.(2) If the Agency is satisfied after such hearing that such a 
person is violating any proy,isions of this Decree, Regulations, 
rules or orders, as the case may be, it'shall by order require the 
person to take such action consistent with the provi~iOI1 of this 
D.ecree, regulations,ru.les or orders as may be necessary in the 
opinion of the Agency to prevent further violation of the provision 
of this Decree,' regulations, rules or orders. 

31. .The federal High c::ourt shall have jurisdiction to. try 
offences committed under this Decree. 

32. Th~ Minister may give to the Agency directives of a 
general character with regard to the perforinanceor exercise by the 
Agency or Board of its functions or powers, as the case may be, 
and it shall be the duty of the Agency or Board to comply with the 
directives. 

33. The Board may, with the approval of the Mini&ter, 
make regulatiOlis generally for the purpose of carrying out or 
giving full effect to the provisions of this Decree .. 

34. On the commencement of this Decree -

(a) the functions of the Directorate of Economic Regulation 
and Monitoring relating to air transport operations 
including processing of licences lmd permits; and 
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(b) the functions of the Directorate of Safety Regulations 
and Monitoring, 

(in this Decree referred to as, "the Directorates") shall be 
transferred to the Agency established by,this Dec~, 

(2) For the purposes of the transfer effected by subseCtion 
(1) of this section and the transfer of the certain functions from the 
Minister to the Agency by this Decree -

(a) the provisions of the Civil Aviation Act or any other 
ena/:tInent concerned with or relating to civil aviation 
(indilding'subsidiary instruments) made thereunder; 

(b) the provisions of any contract or instrument connected 
therewith shall be read ,and construed' with such 
modifications (including additions, alterations, omissions or 
repeals) as would bring them into conformity with the 
general intendment of this Decree, 

35.-(1) Accordingly, the' statutory functions, rights, 
interests; obligations and liabilities Of the Directorates, existing 
before the commencement of this Decree under any' contract or 
instrument, or in law or in equity shall, by virtue of this Decree, 
be deemed to have been assigned to and vested in the Nigerian 
Civil Aviation Agency established by this Decree, 

(2), Any such contract or, instrument as is mentioned in 
subsection (1) of t1iis section, shall be of the same for~ and effect 
against or in favour of'the Nigerian Civil Aviation' Agency 
established by this Decree and shall M enforceable as fully and 
effectively as' if instead of the'Directorates existing before the 

, commencement of this Decree, the Nigerian Civil Aviation Agency 
established by this Del:ree has been named therein or had j)een a 
party thereto. 

(3) The Nigerian Civil Aviation Agency,established by this 
Decree s~l be subject to all the obligations- and lilibilities to 
which the Directorates existing before the commencement of this 
Decree was subject imrtlediately before the commencement of this 
Decree' and all other persons shall ,have the same rights, powers 

Savings and 
transfer of 
liabilities; 
staff. etc. 
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Interpretation, 

and remedies against the Nigerian Civil A viatiOll Agency 
established by this Decree as they had against the Directorates 
existing before the commencement of this Decree. 

(4) Any proceeding or cause of action pending or existing 
immediately before the commencement of this Decree, by or 
against the Directorates existing before the commencement of this 
D~ree in respect of any right, interest, obligation or liability of 
the Directorates existing before the commencement of thiS Decree 
may be continued or as the case may be 'commenced and any 
determination of a court of law, tribunal .or other authority or 
person may be enforced by or against the Nigerian Civil Aviation ' 
Agency established by this Decree to the same extent that such 
proceeding or cause of action or determination might have been 
continued, commenced or enforced by or against the Directorates 
existing before the commencement of this Decree,' 

(5) All as,sets, funds, resources and other movable or 
immovable property which immediately before the commencement 
of this Decree, were vested iii the Directorates existing before the 
commencement of this Decree, shall by virtue of this Decree and 
without further assurance, be vested in the Nigerian Civil Aviation 
Agency established by this Decree, 

(6) Any person who immediately before the coming into 
force of this Decree is the holder of any office in the Difectorates 
existing before 'the commencement of this Decree shall, on the 
commencement of this Decree, continue in office and be deemed 
to have been appointed to his office by the Nigerian Civil Aviation 
Agency established by this Decree unless the authority by which 
the person was appointed terminates the appointment., 

36. Notwithstandmg any other provision of this Dec{ee, 
lIJl\ess the cOntext otJierwise requires -

"Agency" means the Nigerian Airspace Management 
Agencyestablished by section 1 of this Decree; 

"air navigation services" includes information, direction 
and other facilities· furnished, issued or provided in 

. conneCtion with the navigation or movement of aircraft and 
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the control of movemerit of vehicles in any part of.an 
airport used for the movement of aircraft; 

"airport" has the meaning assigned to it by section 17 of 
the Civil Aviation Act; 

"Agency" means the Nigerian Civil Aviation Agency 
established by section 1 of this Decree; 

"Board" means the Governing Board of .the Agency as 
constituted under se~tion 2 (1) of this Decree; 

"bye-laws" means bye-laws made under section 30 of this 
Decree; 

"cargo" includes mail; 

"flight" means a journey by air beginning when the first 
person boards th~ aircraft in question with intent to fly and 
ending when the last person disembarks; 

"Managmg Director" means the Managing Director of the. 
.Agency appointed pursuant to section 8 of this Decree; 

"member" means a member of Board and includes the 
Chairman; 

"Minister" means the Minister charged with responsibility 
for matters relating to aviation; 

"operator"'''air carrier" in relation to an aircraft. means the 
person for the time being having the management of the 
aircraft; 

"power" includes functions and duties; 

"premises" . includes lands, plants and ancillary works; 

"reward" in relation to a flight, includes any form of 
consideration received or required to be received wholly or 
partly in connection with the flight irrespective of the 
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Citation. 

person by whom or to whom the consideration has been or 
is to be given; 

"regulations" in this Decree is a reference to the Civil 
Aviation regulations made pursuant to the Civil Aviation 
Act. 

(2) Every other term shan have the same meanili.g as 
contained in the Convention on International Civil Aviation 1944. 

·37;. This. Decree may be cited as the Nigerian Airspace 
Management Agency (Establishment, Etc.) Decree 1999. 

SCHEDULE Section 2(4) 

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS RELATING 
TO THE BOARD, ETC. 

Proceedings of the Board 

1. ~(1) Subject to this Decree and section 27 of the 
Cap. 192 LFN. Interpretation Act, the Board may make standing orders regulating 

its proceedings or those of any of its committees. 

(2) The quorum of the Board shan be the Chairman or the 
person presiding at the meeting and 5 other members of the Board, 
2. of whom shan be ex-officio members, and the quorum of any 
committee of the Board shall be as determined by the Board. 

2.-(1) The Board shan meet whenever it is summoned by 
the Chairman and if the Chairman is required to do so by notice 
given to him by not less than 8 other members, he shan summon 
a meeting of the Board to be held within 14 days from the date on 
which the notice is given. 

(2) . At any .meeting of the. Board, the Chairman shan 
preside but if he is absent, the members present at the meeting 
shall appoint ()ne of their number to preside at the meeting. 

(3) Where the Board desires to obtain the advice of any 
person on a particular matter, the Board may co-opt him to the 
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Board for such period as it deems fit,but a person who is' in 
attendance hy virtue of this sub-paragraph shall not be entitled to 
vote at any m~eting of the Board and shall not count towards a 
quorum. 

Committees 

3.-(1) .The Board may appoint one or more committees to 
carry out, on behalf of the Board, such functions as the Board may 
determine. 

(2) A committee appointed 'Under this paragraph shall 
consist of such number of persons as may be determined by the 
Board and a person shall hold office on the committee in 
accordance with the terms of his appointment. 

(3) A decision of a committee of the Board shall be of no 
effect until it is confIrmed by the Board. 

Miscellaneous 

~.-{l) The fIxing of the seal of the Agency shall be 
authenticated by the signatures of the Chairman, the Director 
General or any person generally or speci fically authorised by the 
Board to act for that purpose . 

. (2) Any contract or instrument which, if made or executed 
by a person not being a body corporate, would not be required to 
be under seal may be made or executed on.behalf of the Agency 
by the Directo~ General or any person· generally or specifIcally 
authorised by the Board to act for that purpose. 

(3) A document purporting to be a document duly executed 
under the seal of the Agency shall be received in evidence and 
shall, unless and until the contrary is proved, be presumed to be 
so executed. 

5. The validity of any proceedings of the Board or of a 
committee shall not be adversely. affected by -
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(a) a vaCancy in the membership of the. Board or 
committee; or . 

(b) a defect in the appointment of a member of the Board 
or committee; or 

(c) reason that a person not entitled to do so took part in 
the proceedings of the Board or committee. 

MADE at Abuja this 26th day of May 1999. 

GENERAL ABDULSALAMI ALHAJI ABUBAKAR, 

Head of Stale, Commander-in-Chief 
of the Anned Forces, 

Federal Republic of Nigeria 

. PusLI9HBD BY AUTHORITY OF nm FBDBllAL MIUTARY OoVERNMHNT OF NIGERlA. 

AND ~ B.Y nm Moornty OF """'RMIJ1ON AND CULruRB, PRIN11NO DBPAKI"MIINT, LAoos 

( 
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NIGERIAN CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
(ESTABLISHMENT, ETC.) DECREE 1999 

Decree No. 49 

A 1863 

. [26th· May 1999] Col!!!!IC'ncement. 

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby 
decrees as follows:-

PART I -ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NIGERIAN 
CIVll.. AVIATION AUTHORITY 

1.-(1). There is hereby established a body to be known as 
the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority (in. this Decree referred to 

. as "th~ AuthoritY"). 

(2) The Authority shall -

(a) be a. body corporate with perpetual succession and 
common seal; 

(b) may sue or be. sued in its corporate name; and 

(c) own, hold or dispose cf property (whether movable or 
immova~le). 

PART n - ESTABLISHMENT PF THE GOVERNING 
BOARD, ETC • 

Establishment of 
the Nigerian Civil 
Aviallon Authority . 

. 2.-(1) There is hereby established for the Authority a Establislunent 

Governing Board (in this Decree referred to as "the Board") which and membership of 

. shall;' subject to this Decree, have general control of the Authority. the Governing Board. 

(2) The Board shall consist of -

(a) a part-time C\lainnan; 
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Scbedul~. 

Tenure of 
office. 

(b) one representative each of the following Federal 
Ministries; . that is -

(i) Ministry of Aviation, 

(ii) Ministry of Defence, 

(iii) Ministry of Communications; 

who shall not be below the rank of a Director; 

(c) two other persons:to represent public interest and who 
. shall be persons who possess cognate experience in aviation 
matters; and 

(d) the Director-General of the Authority. 

(3) The part-time Chainnan and members of the Board, 
other than ex-officio members, shall be -

(a) appointed by the Head of State, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Anned Forces on the recommendation of the Minister; 
and 

(b) persons of proven integrity and ability. 

(4) The supplementary provisions set out in the Schedule to 
this Decree shall have effect with respect to the proceedings of the 
Board and the other matters contained therein. 

3. Subject to the provisions of section 5 of this Decree, a 
member of the Board, other than ex-officio members, shall each 
hold .office -

(a) for a tenn of 3 years in the fir.st instance and may be 
re-appointed for a further tenn of 3 years and no more; and 

(b) on such tenns and conditions as may be specified in his 
letter of appointment. 
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4.-(1) Notwithstanding the provisioqs of section 4 of this Cessation of 

Decree a person shall cease to hold office as a member of the membership. 

Board if-

(a)\he becomes. bllllkrypt, suspends payment or compounds 
with his creditors; or 

(b) he is convicted of a felony or any offence 
involving dishonesty or fraud; or 

(c) he becomes of unsound mind or is incapable of carrying 
out his duties; or 

(d) he is guilty of a serious misconduct in relation to his 
duties; or 

(e) in the case of a person possessed. of' professional 
qualifications, he is disqualified or suspended, \lther than 
at his own request, from practising his profession in any 
part of the world by·an order of a competent authority 
made·in respect of that member; Or 

(f) he resigns his appointment by a letter' addressed to the 
Head of State, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. 

(2) If a memoer of the Board ceases to hold office for any 
reason whatsoevc;r, before the expiration of the term for which lie 
is appointed, another person representing the ·same interest as' that 
member shall be appointed to the Board for the unexpircid term. 

(3) A member of the Boaid may be removed by tite Head 
of State,· Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces on the 
·recommendation of the Minister if he is' satisfied that it is' not in 
theiriterest of the Authority or the interest of thepubJic that the 
member continues in office. 

5. There shall be paid to every member of the Board such AllOWances 

allowances and expenses as the Federal Government may, from of members. 

time to time, direct. 

6. The Board shall have power to - . Powers of 
... the Board . 

t 
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(a) provide the general policies and guidelines relating to 
major expansion programmes of the Authority; 

(b) manage and superintend the affairs of the Authority; 

(c),subject to ~e provisions of this Decree, milke, alter and 
revoke rules and regulations for carrying on the functions 
of the AuthoritY; 

(d) fix terms and conditions of service, including 
, rernUlleflltion,of the employees of the Authority; and 

(e) do such other things which in the opinion of the Board 
are necessary to ensure the' efficient performance of the 
functions of the Authority. . 

PART m - FUNCTIONS OF. THE AUTHORITY' 

'7.-(1) Th~ Authority shall -

(a) register any aircraft in Nigeria and issue to the owner, 
thereof, a certificate of registration and for such purpose, 
e~tablish &nd maintain a system for recording the title to or 
any interest in any aircraft registered in Nigeria; 

(b) order the inspection of-aircraft, aircraft manufacturers 
and maintenance facilities· pr organisations,. training 
facilities (including simulators), and other appliances 
designed for use in air transportation, as may be necessary 
to enable the Alllhority to determine the issuance or 
granting of a certificate of registration or approval to suth. 
aircraft, aircraft· manufacturer and maintenance facilities or 
organisation and other applicable appliances; 

(c) issue or validate type certificates and prescribe iit such 
certificates, by regulations, . termS, cOnditions and 
limitations as are required in the interest of safety; 

(d) issue, renew. or validate a certificate of airworthiness in 
respect of aircraft, and. spe<;ify in the certificate of 
airworthiness. !>y regulations, the duration of .. such 
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'Certificate of airworthiness, the type of service for which 
the aircraft may be used and' such other terms, conditions 
or limitations as are required in the interest of safety; 

(e) prohibit any Nigerian registered ,aireraft or foreign 
registered aircraft from operating 'wtthin the Nigerian 
airspace unlesS certificates of airWorthiness 'is issued or 
validated under the regulations in force with respect to the 
aircraft: 

Provided ~t the foregoing prohibition shall npt apply to 
aircraft undergoing prescribed maintenance or repair; 

(f) to issue, amend, vary, c3ncel and suspend airworthiness 
approvals, licences and certificates in conformity with 
regulations made under the Act; 

(g) ,develpp; issue and' amend airworthiness directives, 
, bulletins, orders, terms and conditions to bring ,them into 
conformity with airworthiness regplations; 

(Il) establ,ish flight operations, ~orthiness' engineering 
and airworthiness inspection organisations,' necessary for 
the requirements of safety of air navigatiQJl; 

, (i) 'establish a personnel licensing system to license aircraft 
'maintenance engineers, flight crew, air traffic controllers 
and such other persons engaged in the use or operation of 
autraft, aircraft facilities, airports and other activities 
re)ated; incidental or supplementary thereto in accordance 
'with the provisions of this Decree, regulations and ,the 
licensing requirements specified in Annex 1 of the 
Convention on Intelnatioilal Civil Aviation; , ' 

0) prohibit any person from engaging or being employed 
in or in connection' with air navigatjon in any capacity 
whatsoever unless the Authority determines that such a 
person satisfies the requirements of this Decree, 
regUlations, rules, orders, terms and conditions made 
thereunder; , 
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(k) specify,' monitor and supervise' the 'conditions under 
which an aircraft may carry passengers, mail and cargo or 
be usect for other purposes and prohibit an arrcraft from the 
carriage of such classes of goods as the Authority may 
pres~ribe from time to time; 

(I) . require persons engaged or employed in or in 
connection, with air navigation to supply; fi;om time to 
time, meteorological information for purposes of air 
navigation; 

(m) grant licences in respect of airports, aerodromes. 
heliports and airstrips. and certify airways, navigational . ..... --. 
approache.s and landing aids iii Nigeria to ensure safety of 
air navigation; 

(n) prohibit and regulate the installation of any structure, 
which'!Jy virtUe of its 'height or position is considered to 
endanger the safety of air navigation; 

(0) institute and regulate the use of civil air enSign . and of 
other ensign established for p~oses connected with air 
navigation; . 

(i» ,develop plans and policy for the use of navigable 
airspace and assign by regulation or order. the use of the 
airspaco necessary to ensure the safety cif airc!raft and the 

. efficient use of the Nigerian airspace; 
. . 

(q) regulate the standards '. [or' the provisioll!l of. air' traffic 
setvice~ and prescribe air traffic regulations, niles or 
conditions on aircraft flights (including safe altitudes) for 
the purpose of . navigating , protecting and identirying 
aircraft, protecting individuals and propertY on ground and 
preventing collision between aircraft and land or water 
vehicles and between anaireraft andairbome objec~. 

(r) participate in search lind rescue operations and for this 
purpose may enter into agreements necessary' for such 
assistance· as may be ·required with other relevant 
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organisations, private agencies, persons and other relevant 
',' "Search and, Rescue organisations or agencies from other 

I;ountries; , 

(s) participate in the investigations with regard to an 
aircraft accident with' a view to determine the facts, 
conditions ,and circumstances thereof, but not the'probable 
cause ,"of' the accident, and, to require the' accident 
investigation body to submit a report of its investigations; 

(t) collate and keep a data bank of accidents, incidents and 
, ocCurrences and promote accident prevention programmes; 

, ,(u) determine the need fo~ proposed commercial air 
transport operations; 

(v) determine the technical and financial capability of an 
applicant to conduct the proposed commercial air transport 
operations with the ,ground services that can be made' 
available and. require all commercial air, transport 
operationS to' be conducted in accordance with the 
regulations made pursuant to the Civii Aviation 'Act or as 
may ,be made by the AUfuority and such relevant Treaties 
and Agreements as may be required in the interest of safety 
and efficient operations; 

'. .. 

'(it) iss'ue air operator's certificate if it is satisfied that the 
applicant is fit, willing and able to properly perform safe 
and • efficient air transportation' and conform with the 
provisions of this' Decree, regulations, roles and other 
requirement of the Authority and it shall specify in the air 
operator's certificate such requirements, termS, conditions 
and lunitations as it may deem necessary, in the interest of 
'safeo/,of~irnavigation; , ' 

(x) process' applications" for air transport licences, in 
accordance with such guidelines as may, from time to time, 
be prescribed by the Government of the Federation or such 

" other agency, of ' the Government of the 'Federation and 
make recommendations to the Minister if it determines that 
the applicant is fit, willing and able tQ properly perform air 
iransportatiOli; , 

AII16!1 

r 
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(y) re~, withdraw, alter, amend, modify, suspend, 
revoke any air operator's certificate in the interest of safety 
of air navigation upon receipt of a petition complaint or 
upon its own inltiative after conducting an investigation 
thereto and given an opportunity to the parties to be heard 
within a reasonable time and notices of failure to comply 
with the provisions of this Decree, regulations, rules, 
orders, or any term, condition or limitation have been 
submitted to the Authority; 

, . 

(z) process appliCations for air travel organiser',s licence 
and recommend for issuance of such licences, by tJ1if 
Minister if it is of 'opinion that the applicant is fit, willing 
and able to properly perform operation authorised under the 
licence. , 

(2) NotWithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this 
section, the Authority shall -

(a) supervise and. monitor the activities of foreign and 
domestic carriers, travel and other agents and keep a 
register in respect of such foreign and domestic carriers, 

'travc<l and other agents; , 

(b) require periodic statistical returns and special reports 
from. an air carrier, prescribe the manner and form in 
which such reports or returns shall Qe ffiade and NqUjre 
from any air carrier specific answers. to questions upon 
which it·d~ information may be necessary; 

(c) prescribe the forms of all financial records and. 
memoranda to be kept by air carriers including accounts, 
records and memorarida of the movement of traffic and the 
receipt and expenditure of money and length of time such 
accounts, reCords and memoranda may be preserved; 

(II) require every foreign and domestic air carrier to file 
and keep open for public inspection, tariffs showing all 
rates, fares and charges served by it in such form, and 
manner as may be prescribed, from .time to time, and 
approve or reject tariffs so filed which are inconsistent with 
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such approved rates' specified under' this Decree the 
regulations tnilde and rules presaibed by the Authority: 

Provided that the rates, fares and cblirges shown in any 
tariff shail in the' first instance be in terms of such local 
currenc.y in the Federal Republic of Nigeria bilt sucb tariff 
may also state mes. fares and charges in &iirrericies other 
than'lootl C\lrteIicy In the we of foreigrl camel's; 

(e) require an air, catriei" to iilliintain teasoIilIhie and 
adequate rateS of oompensatlon arid o1iier cOnditions df 
service fot its employees sU as to tlting iliem into 
cUltfomtfty with prevalling labour praetices in the industry; 

(t) participate as technical advisers iIi ilIe prOcessing for 
IiPProval, Seasenal schedules of fOreign air carriers; 

(g) requite' a domeSti~ air CliiTier td subniit llIinUajiy an:d at 
such other times as it may deem fit, a list showing the. 
names of its shareholders or any person holdilig more than 
j per ceflt of the shares in the air' cattier together with the 
names of any person on whose behalf such shares are held; 

(h) pro!tibit, unless 'such relationship shall have been 
approved arid the safety of the public is guaranteed any 
Nigerian air carrier to have and retain: as an officer, 
director or member" any person' wlio is an: officer, director 
or membeF wbo', as a' shareholder, controlling: interest in 
any pliase of aeronautics, o~ has a' representative or 
nominee who:represents such officer, director or member 
as an', officer ,direcfur or member or as a shareholder 
bolding a controlluig interest in' any phase of aeronautics; " 

(i)' 'require every Nigerian' air carrier to file with' it a 
certifiedi true cmpy or a'true and: complete memorandum of 
every contrac~ o~' agreemetiV affecting, air ttansportation or 
any modification' or' cancellation' thereof, lletween the air 
carrier andi any other air carrier~, foreign' air carrier or other 
Dodl~s. for leases,: pooHng;or apportionihg earnings, losses, 
traffic" service or equipmenv or relating t()'(~stabllsbinent of 

,. 
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transportation rates, fares, charges' or c1assificati9ns, or for 
.' preserving and Improving safety, prevailing or otherwise 

eliminating destru<;tive, oppressive or was~eful competition, 
or for-any other co-operative working arrangement: 

Provided that the' Authority may disapprove ,of such 
cOBtJ:act or agreement whether' or not, previously approved 
by it if it;deeins it to be adverse' to the public interest or is 

, a violation of the provision of this Decree, rules and 
, . regulations or the approval given for any sllchcontract or 

'Agreement; ,.,' - ., 
.... , ; , 

(j) investigate and determine upon its own initiative or upon 
the receipt of a complaint by a Nigerian air carrier, foreign 
ai( carrier or agent whether any air' carrier or air travel 
ilgent has been or engaged in urifair or deceptive practices 
or unfair methods of competition in air transportation or 
the sale of tickets thereof and' order such Nigerian air 
carrier, . foreign air carrier or· air travel agent to cease and 
'desist from SJlch practices or methods of competition; . . 

(k) establish procedures for investigation and determination 
of applications for special operating authorisations and such 
procedures may include, written notice to. holders of air 
carrier certificates, to make submissions Which may be 

. heard orally in· support of such application'as will not 
unduly' delay . the issuance of special ·operating 
authorisation, . .' taking into consideration the degree or 
emergency involv~; 

(I) participate in and advise the' Minister on technical 
matters of bilateral air services agreeinents, generally, and 
activities of international aviation organisations; 

(m) ensure that aviation regulations made pursuant to the 
, Civil' Aviation Mt and' practices are.... in -'coilformity with 

provisions . of the' Convention:' oil International Civil 
Aviation; standards and· the recommended practices adopted 

·thereunder· and'. other'requirementS prescribed by . . 
international' aviation organisationsfrdm time.to time; 
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,. 

(n) set training standards for and approve air transport 
training institutions; 

(0) institute programmes for the protection ofair travellers 
interests; . '. 

(p) specify the fees to be paid in respect of the issue, 
i ,- validation," renewal;: extension or -, variation' of any 

certificate; -licence. or other docliment -issued'- under this 
Decree or the undergoing of any' examination or test 
required by virtue of this Decree, reguhitions, rules, orders 
and in respect of any other -matter in respect of which it 
appears to it to be expedient 'for the purpose of the 
regulation of charge fee~ . 

(3) The functions conferred upon the Authority under this 
section of this 'Decree includes the powers to develop, make, issue 
and revise operating regulations, rules, orders, terms and 
conditions in respect of any matter relating, incidental or 
supplemental thereto or such matter as the Authority may deem 
necessary in the public interest and safety of air navigation. 

. ~ . . .",. 

_ (4) In the exercise 'of its functions under this Decree i~ 
relation to safety regulation, the Authority may not submit its 
decisi~n for the approval of nor be bound by the decisions' or 

- recommendationS of any person, body: or organisation, . 

PARt III ~STAFF OF THE AUTHORITY 

8 .. -(1) There s~l be for the Authority a Director-General Director-General' 
w~oshal1.be appointed, by ~~ i{ead of Stilte, Cqrnmander-incChief of the Authority 
of the Armed Forces onllie recommendation of the· Minister' and 

. on such tennsand cOnditions a&IDaY be specified in his letter of 
app~intmen! or~~Y::kdeterAined, fro~tinleto :time,~Y the 
Government of the ,Federation, ., . . _. - - . 

,> .~:-:-.' ~'.' ", -,", ,-' 

(2) The Directo~cGeneral. shall c .' '. .' '.' .. ' . ~ ,:";:. . .. -, .: :::- >::' ~ 

._ (a) be' the ,chief executive and Jicc6Wttitig bffieerof. the 
Authority; ... ,. , ... - .,._".,,- ,.'.:- .i."": :: :.', _ 

, . 

I 

i 
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Appoin1mcnt of 
Secretary aIIIf 
otbe1' Slall of 
tile Board. 

(b) be 'responsible to the Board for the day-to-day 
administration of the Authority; 

(c) be appointed for a term of 4 years in the fIrSt instance 
and may be re-appointed for a further term of, 4 years 
subject to satisfactory performance; 

(d) be a person who' possesses relevant and adequate 
profesSional qualifications in a senior management cadre' 
and shall have been so qualified, for a period of not less 
than 15 years. 

r 

9.-(1) The Board shall appoint for the Authority a Secretary 
who shall-

, (a) be a legal ~oner and shall have been so qualified 
for a period of not lesS than 12 years; 

(b) conduct the correspondence of the Board and keep the 
recordS of the Authority; and 

(c) perform such other functions as the Board or the 
Ditector-General, as the case may be, may, from time to 

tUbe. assign to hiin. 

(2) The Board shall appoint! for the Authority such number 
of employees as may in' the' opinien of the' Board be expedient and 
necessary for the proper and efficient performance of the functions 
of the, Authority, ' 

, ~3): Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (1) and 
(2), of thiS seemon, the Board. shall: have power to appoint for the 
Authority, eitheIt directly or on secondment from· any pull!ic serviCe ' 

, in, tbe Federation;. SU£h1 number' of employees. as may,. in the 
opinion; of'the· Board;, be required to assist die Authority in, the 
discharge· oti my! of its functions; under tIiiiJ IDecree.: 

(4), Nothing in, subsection, (3) of. thiiI section,. shall' preclude 
the: Boardl from, appoilitiilg: persons: from,outsidl:' the pul)ic servii:e 
of the, Federation:, or; of the State: whene.ver it. deems it, necessary so 
to) do,. 
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(5) The terms and conditions of service (including 
remuneration, allowances, benefits and pensions) of the employees 
of the Authority shall be as determined by the Board. 

10.-(1) Service in theAllthority shall be approved service 
for the purposes of the Pensions Act. 

(2) The officers and other persons employed in the 
Authority shall be entitled to pensions, gratuities and other 
retirement benefits as are enjoyed by persons holding equivalent 
grades in the civil service of the Federation. 

(3) Nothing in subsections (1) and (2) of this section shall 
prevent the appointment of a person to any office on terms which 
preclude the grant of pension and gratuity in respecl of that office. 

(4) For the purposes of the application of the provisions· of 
the Pensions Act, any power exercisable thereunder by the 
Minister or other authority of the Government of the Federation, . 
other than the power to make regulations under section' 23 thereof, 
is hereby vested in and shall be exercisable by the Board, and not 
by any other person or authority: 

PART V • FINANCIAL PROVISIONS' 

11. There shall be established and maintained for the 
Authority a fund into· whiCh shall be paid and credited -

(ll) all subventions and budgetary allocation from the 
Government of the· Federation; 

Eb) all fees and funds accruing from the grant of -

(i) air travel organisers licence, 

(ii) air. transport licence, 

(iii) calibration of riavaids where applicable, 

(iv) personnel Iicenc«s, 

/ 

Service in the 
Authority to be 
pensionable. 
Cap. 346 LFN. 

Fund of the 
Authority: 

I , 
I· 
I 
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Expendil1lre 
of the Authority, 

(v) 70 per cent of the air ticket and cargo sales 
charge, . 

(vi) aircraft maiiltenanceorganisation approval, 

(vii) aircraft registration and certification~ 

(viii) ,certificate of airworthiness (issue and 
renewal), . 

(ix) rentage of property, plant and equipment., 

(x) medical examination fees, where applicable, 

(xi) sale of information and publications, 

(xii) contract registration fees; 

(c) all f.ines payable for violation of air navigation 
regulations; 

.(d) all sums accruing to the Authority by way qf gifts,. 
endowments, bequests, grants or other contributions' by 
persons and organisati(;lns; . 

(e) all return on investments;, 

LO foreign aid and assistance froin bil~teral agencies; and, 

. (g) all other sums whic!J. may, from tim~' to.tim.e, accrue to 
the Authority. ....,. 

12. The Authori.~ shall, from time to time, apply the funds 
at its disposal to -

(a) the cost of administration and' maintenance of the 
Authority; 

(b? publicise and promote the activities of the Authority; 

(1;) pay allowances, expenses and other benefits of members 
of the Board and committees of the Board; 
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(d) pay the salaries, !l,l1aw::nCes and benefits of employees 
of the Authority;, 

(e) pay other overhead a,llowances, benefits and other 
administrative costs of the Authority; and 

(f) undertake such other activities as are connected with all 
or any of the functions of the Authority under this Decree. 

13.-(1) The Authority may accept gifts of land, money or Power 10 

other property on such terms and conditions, if any, as may be accept gifts. 

specified by the person or organisation making the gift. 

(2) The Authority shall not accept any gift if the conditions 
attached by the person or organisation making, the gift are 
inconsistent with the functions of the Authority under this Deci:ee. 

14.-(1) The Board shall, not later than 30th September in Annual estimates 

eacti year, submit to the Head of State, Commander-iQ.-Chief of ' and expenditure. 

the Armed Forces through the Ministe: an estiinate of the 
expenditure and income of· the Authority during the next 
succeeding year· 

(1.) The Board shall cause to be kept proper accounts of the 
Authority in .respect of each year and proper records in relation 
thereto and shall cause the accounts to be audited not later than 6 
months after the end of each year by auditors appointed from the 
list and in accordance with the guidelines supplied by the Auditor
General for the Federatiop.. 

15. The Board shall prepare and submit to the Head of Annual repone 
. State, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, through the 
Minister not later than 30th June in each year, a report in such 
form as the Head of State, Corrimander-in-Chiefof the Aimed 
Forces may direct' on the . activities of the -Authority during the 
immediately preceding year, and shall include in the report a oo.py 
of the audited accounts of the Authority for that year and the 
auditor's report thereon. 

16.-(1) The Authority may, from tiine to tiine, borrow by 
overdraft· or otherwise such sums as it may require for the 
performance of its functions under this Decree. 

Power to . 

borrow. 

, 
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(2) The Authority shall not, without the approval of the 
Head of State, Commander-in-Chief of the ArmedFQfces, borrow 
money which exceeds, at any time, the limit set by the Head of 
State, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces. 

(3) Notwithstanding subsection (I) of this sectiol), where 
the sum to be borrowed is in foreign currency, the Authority shall 
not borrow the sum without the prior approval of tile Head of 
State, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces .• 

(4) The Board may,· with, the approval of the Minister,; 
borrow on such terms and conditions, such sums of money as the ( 
Board may require in the exercise of the functions conferred on it 2 

under this Decree. 2 

(5) TbeB6ard may, subject to the provisions of this DeCree 
and the conditions of any trust created in respect of any property, 
invest all or any of its funds with the approval of the Minister or 
in accordance with any general guidelines approved by the Head 
of State, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, 

(6) The Board may invest any surplus funds in such 
securities as may be, approved by the Minister. 

. 17;-(1) The Authority shall be exempted from the payment 
of tenement rates and income tax on any income accruing from 
investments made by the Board or otherwise howsoever. ' 

(2) The provisions of any enactment relating to the taxation 
of comparues or trust funds shall not apply to the Board or .the 
Authority. 

, PART VI -INFORMATION, NOTICES, E.T.C. 

Power to obtain . 18.-(1) For the purpose of obtaining required information 
information, for the proper discharge of the function conferred upon it under 

this Part of this Decree, ilny authorised officer of the Authority 
may by notice in writing _. ,. 

(a) require any person who undertakes the business of 
carrying' passengers .or cargo in an itircraft for reward, to 
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.. furnish him such infonnation relating to such tlighlS or 
classes of tlighlS (whether beginning· and ·ending at the 
same point or at different points) as may be specified in the 
notices to the use of the aircraft for the purpose of the 
business and to persons employed in connection with that 
business; 

(b) specify the times at which, the form and manner in 
which, any information required under paragraph (a) of ibis 
subsection shall. be made. . 

.. .' 
(2) In this section "authorised officer" means the Director 

General or any other officer of the Authority specially or generally 
authorised by the Director General to carry out the functions of an 
authorised officer under this section of this Decree 

19.-( 1) If any person fails to give infonnation as required 
under section 18 o( this Decree, he commits an offence and is 
liable on conviction.to a fine or imprisonment as stipulated in the 
regulations made under the Civil Aviation Act. 

. (2) If any' person knowingly makes a statement in any 
particulars given as aforesaid which is false in a material 
particular, he shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction 
to a fine and/or imprisonment as stipulated in·the Regulatiol}S. 

20.-(1) No estimates, returns or information relating to an 
. air transport undertaking obtained under the foregoing provisions 
of this Decree shall, without the prior consent in writing of the 
person carrying on the undertaking which is the subject of the 
estimates, returns or infonnation, be disclosed except -

(a) in accordance with directioT\s given by the Authority for 
ihe purpose of the exercise of any of ilS functions under 
this Decree; or 

(b) for the_ purposes of any proceedings for an offence 
under this Decree or any report of those proceedings. 

(2) If any person discloses any estimates, returns or any 
information in contravention of the provisions of this section of-

Penalties for 
refusal to give' 
infonnation. 
LN. 11 ·ofl965. 
LN. 10 of 1966 
LN. 13 of 1966. 
LN. 14 of 1966 .. 
LN. 15 of 1966. 

Restriction 
on disclosure 
of infonnation. 

2. 
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Service of 
notice. 

this Decree he commits an offence and is liable on. conviction to 
a fine or imprisonment as stipulated in the regulations made under aCI 

the Civil Aviation Act. thi 

21. -( 1) Any notice required or authorised by or under this 
part of this Decree to be served on any person may be served 
either - . 

(a) by delivering it to the person concerned; or 

(b) by leaving it at his proper address; or .. 

b) 
A 
re 
fc 

A 
(c) ·by post and addressed to the person at his principal C 
office, however where a notice is served by post otherwise tl 
than in registered letter, service shall not be deemed to a 
have been effected if it is proved that the notice was not 
received by the person to whom it was addressed .. 

s 
(2) Any notice required or authorised to be served upon a t 

body corporate shall be deemed to have been, duly served if it is 
served on the Secretary to the body corporate . 

(3) For the purposes of this section, the proper address of 
any person on whom such a notice as aforesaid is to be served 
shall -

(l\) in the case of the Secretary,of a body corporate, be that 
of the registered or principal office of the body corporate; 
and 

(b) in any other case, be the last known address of the 
persori to be served. 

(4) Where the name of a person carrying on an air transport 
undertakmg at any premises is not known then, if any such notice 
as aforesaid is sent by post in a registered letter so addressed as to 
show the name in which and the premises at which the undertaking 
is carried. on, the letter shall be deemed for the purpose of this 
section to be properly addressed. . 
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22.-(1) The Authority, may subject to the Land Use Act, 
acquire any land for the purpose of discharging its functions under 
this Decree.. . 

(2) If there is any hindrance to the acquisition of any land 
by the Authority under this Decree (including any failure by the 
Authority to reach an agreement as to the amount to be paid in 
respect of the acquisition) the Authority may apply to the Minister 
for a declaration under subsection (3) of this section 

(3) The Minister on receiving an application from the 
Authority' and after such enquiry as he inay think fit, request the 
Governor of the State in which the land is situated to declare that 
the land is required for the service of the AuthoritY and 
accordingly for an over-riding public purpose. 

. .' 

(4.)·Where a declaration is made under subsection (3) of this 
section, the land to which the declaration relates shall be deemed 
to be I~d required for the public purpose of the Federation within 
the meaning of the Land Use Act and the Authority shall acquire 
the land accordingly. 

(5) Where a declaration has been made under subsection (3) 
of thi& Decree in respect of any land .and -

(a) the land has been acquired pursuant to subsection (4) of 
this section; or 

(b) the Governor of the State concerned is satisfied that 
there are no rights substituting in respect of the land, 

the Governor may vest the land in the Authority by issuing a 
certificate of oc<;upancy in respect \hereof in favour and in the 
name of the Authority. 

, (6.) The compensation, if any, 'payable under the Land Use 
Act for the revocation.of any rights relating to the lahd, where 
applicable, shall iIi the ftrst instance be paid by the Federal 
Government, but the Authority shall refund to that' Government 
any compensation so paid. and all incidental' expenses incurred by 
that Government .. 

Power to 
acquire 
land. 
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(2)' The Authority shall, when practicable,' serve on the 
occupier of any land on which it intends, to enter pursuant to 
subseCtion (1) of this section; a notice which shall be in writing 
giving a description of the nature of the works, intended to be 
carried out on the land. 

'(3) In the discharge of its functions pursuant to subsection 
(1) of this section, the officers, agents, workinen and servants of 
the Authority may remain on any such land for such reasonable 

, time as may enable them to execute and do all such work and 
things as may be necessary. 

24.-(1) In the exercise of the powers conferred upon it by Compensation 

section 23 of this Decree', the Authority, its officers, servants and for damages. etc. 

agents shaH do as little damage as may be necessary and the 
authority shall pay compensation for any damage done to any 
building, crops and economic trees . 

(2) In the case of dispute as to the amount of compensation 
payable, the same shaH be determined by a magistrate or district 
judge exercising jurisdiction in the place where the land is situated 
or the High Court within whose area of jurisdiction the land is 
situated, as the case may require, and such decision shall be final 
and bmding; 

PART VII - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS, 

25.-(1) Subject to the provisions of this Decree, the 
provisions of the Public Officers Protection Act shall apply in 
relation to any suit instituted against any officer or employee of 
the Authority. . 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law or 
enactment, no suit shaH lie against any member of the Board, the 
Director General or .any other officer or employee of the Authority 
for any act done in pursuance or execution of this Decree or any 
other law or enactment, or of any public duty or authority or in 
respect of any alleged neglect or default in the execution of this 
Decree or such law or enactment, duty or authority, shall lie or be 
instituted in any court uilless - , . . 

Limitation of 
suits against 
t~e Authority.
etc. 
Cap. 379 LFN. ( 

, . 
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Service of 
documents. 

Restriction 
on execution . 
against property 
of the Authority . 

Indemnity of 
officers. 

(a) it is commenced within three months next after the act, 
neglect or default complained of; or 

I 

(b) in the case of a continuation of damag~ or injury, co 
within six months next after the ceasing thereof, o~ 

(3) No suit shall be commenced against a member of the 
Board, the Director Gene~al, officer or employee of the Authority 
before the expiration of a period of one month after written notice 
of intention to commence the suit shall have been served upon 
the Authority by the intending plaintiff or his agent. 

(4)The notice referred to iii subsection (3) of this section 
shaJl clearly and explicitly state the cause of action, the particulars 
of the claim, the name ~d place of abode of the intending plaintiff 
and the relief which he claims, 

26, A notice, summons or other document required or 
authorised to be served upon the Authority under the provisions of 
this Decree or any other law or enactment may be served by 
delivering it to the Director GeneraJ or by sending it by registered 
post and addressed to the Director General at the principal office 
of the -Authority, 

27. -(1) In any action or suit against the Authority, no 
execution or attachinent of process in the nature thereof shall be 
issued against the Authorih', 

{2) Any sum of money which may by the judgement of any 
court be awarded against the Authority shall, subject to any 
direction given by court where notice of appeal of the. said 
judgement has been given, be paid from the generaJ'reserve fund 
o( the Authority, 

28. A member of the Board, the Director GeneraJ, .any 
officer or employee of the Authority shall be indemnified out of 
the assets of the Authority against any proceeding, whether civil 
or criminal, in which judgement is given in his favour, or in which 
De is acquitted, if any such proceeding is brought against him iD 
his capacity as a member of the Board, the Director GeneraJ, 
officer or employee of the Authority, 
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29.-(1) Where an offence under this Decree which has been 
committed by a body corporate is proved to have been committed 
on the instigation or with the connivance of or to be attributable to 
any neglect on the part of a director, manager, secretary, head of 
branch" or project manager or other similar officer of !he body 
corporate, or any person purporting to act in any such capacity, he 
as well as the body corporate, where practicable, shall be deemed 
to have committed that offence and liable to be proceeded against 
and punished accordingly. 

(2) Where a person is convicted of an offence under 
subsection (I) of this section, he shall 

(a) in the case of an individual, be liable to a fine of 
N50,OOO orimprisonrnent for a term of six months; and 

(b) in the case of the body corporate, be liable to a fme of 
not less than N500,OOO. 

30.-(1) The Authority shall after notice and the hearing 
complaint or on its own initiative and investigation' to determine 
whether any persclD is violating any provision of this, Decree, 
regulati!lfiS, rules or order made there under. 

(2) If the Authority is satisfied after such hearing that such 
a person is violating any proVisions of this Decree, Regulations, 
rules or orders, as the case may be, it shall by· order require the 
person to take such. action consistent with the • provision of this 
Decree, regulations, rules or orders as ma)" be necessary in the 
opinion of the Authority to prevent" fuTther violation of the 
provision of tqis Decree, regulations, rules or orders . 

31. The Federal High Court shall have jurisdiction to try 
offences committed under this Decree . 

Offences by 
body 
corporate. 

Power to 
investigate 
and impose 
fines. etc. 

Jurisdiction. 

32. The Minister may give to the Aut;hority directives of a Power of 
general character with regard to the perfo~e or exercise by the Minister 

Authority or 'Board of its functions or powers, as the case may be, :!::'ves. 
and it shall be the duty of the Authority or Board to comply with. 
the direCtives. . 

r 
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Regulations. 

Operating .. 
regulations 
and bye·law~. 

Transfer of 
functions. 

Savings and 
transfer of 
liabilities, 
staff, etc. 

33. The Minister may make regulations generally for the 
purpose of carrying out' or giving effect to the provisions of this 
Decree .. 

34. The Board may, with the approval of the Minister, 
make operating regulations and bye-laws generally for the purpose 
of carrying out or giving full effect to the provisions of this 
Decree. 

35. On the commencement of this Decree -

(a) the functions of the Directorate of Economic Regulation <' 

and Monitoring relating to air transport operations 
including- processing of licences and permits; and 

(b) the functions of the Directorate of Safety Regulations 
. and Monitoring, 

(in this Decree referred to as "the Directorates") shall be 
transferred to the Authority established by this Decree. 

(2).For the purposes of the transfer effected by subsection 
(I) of this' section and the transfer of the certain functions from the 
Minister to the Authority by this Decree -

(a) the provisions of the Civil Aviation Act or any other 
el)actrnent concerned with or relating to civil aviation 
(inchiding subsidiary instruments) made thereunder; and 

(b) the provisions of any .contract or instrument connected 
therewith. 

shall be read and construed with such modifications (including 
a<!ditions, alterations, omissions or repeals) as would bring them 
into conformity with the general intendment of this Decree. 

36.-(1) Accordingly, the statutory . functions, rights, 
interests, obligations and liabilities of the Directorates, existing 
before the commencement of this Decree under any contract or 
instrument, or in law or in equity shall, by virtue of this Decree, 
be deemed to have been assigned to and vested in the Nigerian 
Civil Aviation Authority established by this Decree. 
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,(2) Any such contractor instrument as' is mentioned in 
subsection (1) 'of this section, shalI be of the same force and effect 
~gainst or in .favour of the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority 
established by .this Decree and. shalI be enforceable as fulIy and 
effectively as if instead of the Directorates existing before the 

. commerlcement of this Decree, the Nigerian Civil Aviation 
Authority established by this Decre!! has been named, therein or 
had been /I party thereto. ' 

(3) The Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority established by 
this Decree shalI be subject to alI the obligations and liabilities to 
which the Directorates existing before the commencement of this 
Decree was subject immediately before the commencement of this 
Decree and all other persons shall have the same rights; powers 
and remedies against the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority 
established by this Decree as they had against the Directorates 
existing before the commencement of this Decree .. 

(4) Any proceeding or cause of action pending or existing 
immediately' before the commencement of this Decree, by or 
agairist the Directorates existing before the commencement of this 
Decree in respect of any right, interest, obligation or liability of 
the Directorates exis,ting.before the'commencement of this Decree 
Jru\Y be continued or as the case may be commenced and any 
determination of a court of law, tribunal or other authority or 
person may be enforced by or against the Nigerian Civil Aviation 
Authority established by this Decree to the same extent that such 
proceeding or cause of action or determination might have been 
continued, commenced or enforced by or against the Directorates 
existing befQre the commencement of this Decree . 

(5) All assets, funds,' resources and other movable or 
iI!Jmovable property which immediately before the commencement 
of this Decree, were vested in the Directorates existing before the 
cOmmencement of this Decree shall by virtue of thi~ Decree and 
without further assurance, be vested in the Nigerian Civil Aviation 
Authority established by this Decree . 

(6) Any person who immediately before the coming into 
force of this Decree is the holder of any office in the Directorates 
existing before the commencement of this Decree shall, on the 
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commencement of this Decree, continue in office and be deemed 
to have been appointed to his office by the Nigerian Civil Aviation 
Authority established by this Decree unless the authority by which 
the person was appointed terminates the appointment. 

Interpretation. 37. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Decree, 
unless the context otherwise requires - ' 

"air navigation services" includes information, direction 
and other facilities furnished, issued or provided in 
connection with the navigation or movement of aircraft and 
the control of movement of vehicles in any part of an 
airport used for the movement of aircraft; 

"airport" has the meaning assigned to it by section 17 of 
the Civil Aviation Act; 

"Authority" means the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority 
established by section I of this Decree; 

"Board" means the Governing Board of the Authority as 
constituted under section 2 (I) of this Decree; 

"bye-laws" means bye-laws made under section 34 of this 
Decree; 

"cargo" includes mail; 

"flig!Jt" means a journey by air beginning when the fIrst 
person boards the aircraft in question with intent to fly and 
ending when the last person disembarks; 

"Director-General" means the Director-General of the 
Authority appointed pursuant to section 8 of this Decree; 

"member" means a member of Board and includes the 
Chairman; 

"Mini~ter" means the Minister charged with responsibility 
for matters relating to aviation; 
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"operator" I"air carrier" in relation to an aircraft, means the 
person for the time being having the management of the 
aircraft; 

"power" includes functions and duties; 

"premises" includes lands, plants and ancillary works; 

"reward" in relation to a flight, includes any form of 
coosideration received or required to be received wholly or 
partly in connection with the flight irrespective of the 
"person by whom or to whom the consideration has been or 
is to be given; 

"regulations" in this Decree is a reference to the Civil 
Aviation regulations made pursuant to the Civil Aviation 
Act. 

(2) Every other term shall have the same meaning as 
contliiiled in the Convention on International Civil Aviation 1944. 

38. This Decree may be cited as the Nigerian Civil Cilalion. 

Aviation Authority (Establishment, Etc.) Decree 1999. 

SCHEDULE Section 2(4) 

SUPPLEMENT~Y PROVISIONS RELATING 
TO THE BOARD, ETC. 

Proceedings of the Board 

A 1889 

1.-(1) Subject to this Decree and section .27 of the 
Interpretation Act, the Board may make standing orders regulating 
its 'proceedings or those of any of its Committees. 

Cap. 192 LFN. 

(2) The quorum of the Board shall be the Chairman or the 
person presiding ilt the meeting and 3, other members of the Board, 
2 of whom shall be ex-officio members, aqd the quorum of any 
committee of the Board shall be as determined by the Board. " 

'" 

I 
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~.-(I) The Board shall meet whenever it is summoned by 
the Chairman and if the Chairman is required to do so by notice be unde 
given to him by not less than 4 other members, he shall summon by the 
a meeting of the Board to be held within 14 days from the date on authori! 
which t1ie notice is given .• 

(2) At any meeting of the' Board, the Chairman shall under t 
preside but if he, is absent, the members preseDl at the meeting shall, u 
shall appoint one of their number to preside at the meeting. so exec 

(3) Where the Board desires to obtain the advice of ,an) 
person on a particular matter, the Board may co-ojJt him to thl commit 
Board for such period as it deems fit, but a person who is il 
attendance by virtue of this sub-paragraph shall not be entitled ti 
vote at any meeting of the' Board and shaH not count-towards a 

quorum. , 

Committees 

3.-(1) The Board may appoint one or more committees to 
carry out, on behalf of the Board, such functions as the Board may 
determine., 

(2) A committee appointed under this paragraph shall 
consist, of such number of persons as may be determined by the 
Board 'and a person shall hold office on the committee in 
accordance with'the terms of his appointment. 

(3) A decision of a committee of the Board shall be of no 
effect until.it is confrrmed by the BOard. 

Miscellaneous 

4. -( I) The fixing of the seal of the Authority shall- be 
authenticated by the signatures of the Chairman, the Directoi 
General or any person generally or specificaily authorised by the 
Board to act for that pU\'pose. 

(2) Any, contract or instrument which, if made or executed 
by ape7.S0n not 'beinga b~y corporate, would not be required to 
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(b) promotion of Civil Aviation in such a manner as to best 
foster its development and safety and provide for the 
regulation of safe and efficient use of the airspaCe both by 
civil and military aircraft and other gainful purposes . 

PuBUSHBD BY AunroRITY OF nm FEDBRAL MIl.rrARY 00'VBRNMBNT OF NIGBRlA 

AND PRINTI!D BY "..; Moomcr OF iNFoRMATION :.w CIlI:nnUl.l'RIlmNo DEPi.RrMBNT. LAoo. 
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NATIONAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
(ESTABLISHMENT, ETC.) (AMENDMENT) 

DECREE 1999 

Decree No. 50 

A 1893 

[26th May 1999] Commencement. 

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby 
decrees as follows -

1.-(1) The National Emergency Management Agency Amendment of 

(Establishment, Etc.) Decree 1999 is hereby amended in subsection 1999 No. 12. 

(2)(b) of section 13 by substituting therefor the following new 
paragraph, that is -

"(b) 20 per cent of the Ecological Fund for the 
management of ecological related disasters;". 

2. This Decree may be cited as the National Emergency Citation. 

Management Agency (Establishment, Etc.) (Amendment) Decree 
1999. 

MADE at Abuja this 26th day of May 1999. 

GENERAL ABDULSALAMI ALHAJI ABUBAKAR, 

Head of State,Commander-in-Chief 
of the Anned Forces, 

Federal Republic of Nigeria 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(17zis note does not form part of the above Decree but is 
intended to explain its purport) 

The Decree amends the National Emergency Management 
Agency (Establishment, Etc.) Decree 1999 to provide that there 
shall be credited to the fund of the Agency 20 per cent of the 
Ecological Fund for the management of ecologically related 
disasters. 

, 
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CIVIL AVIATION (AMENDMENT) 
DECREE 1999 

Decree No. 51 

.' , 

A 1895 

[26th May 1999) Commencement 

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby 
decrees as follows:-

1. The Civil A viation(in this Decree referred to as the 
"principal Act") is hereby amended as set out in this Decree. 

2. Immediately after the existing section 16 of the principal 
Act there shall be inserted the following new sections. that is -

!1 Powers of 

the 
Minister. 

Periodic 
review of 
the ACL 

16A. Subject to the provisions of this 
Act and such other law or enactment, the 
Minister may make recommendations 
generally to the Head of State, Commander
in-Chief of the Armed Forces on the 
establishment of a civil aviation authority for 
regulation of air navigation in Nigeria. 

16B. The provisions of this Act shall 
be liable to review, from time to time, as 
may be deemed appropriate.". 

3. This Decree may be cited as the Civil Aviation 
(Amendment) Decree 1999. 

MADE at Abuja this 26th day of May 1999. 

Amendment of 
Civil Aviation Act 
Cap. 51 LFN. 

Insertion of 
sections 16A 
and 168. 

Citation. 

GENERAL ABDULSALAMI ALHAJI ABUBAKAR, 

Head of Stale, Commander-in-Chief 
of the Armed Forces, 

Federal Republic of Nigeria 

PUBLISHED BY AlITHORITY of THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA 

AND PRINTED BY THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND CULTIJRE. PRINTING DEPARTMENT, LAGOS 
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FEDERAL AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF NIGERIA 
(AMENDMENT) DECREE 1999 

~ 
-~ 

Decree No.52 

A 1897 

[26th May 1999] Commencement. 

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby 
decrees as follows:-

1. The Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria Decree 1996 
(in this Decree referred to as "the principal Decree") is hereby 
amended as set out in this Decree. 

2. Section 3 of the principal Decree is amended in 
subsection (I) -

(a) by deleting paragraphs (c)(d),(e) and (0; 

(b) in paragraph (g) by deleting the words "or regulate"; 
and 

(c) in paragraph (h) by deleting the words "and enroute: 

3. Section 8 of the principal Decree is hereby deleted. 

4. Section 13 of the principal Decree is amended in 
subsection (I)(b) -

(a) by deleting, sub-paragraphs (i), (ii), (iii), (iv), (v) and 
(xvi); 

(b) in sub-paragraph (xxi) by deleting the words "violation 
of airspace"; 

Amendmemof 
1996 No.9. 

Amendment of 
section 3. 

Deletion of 
section 8. 

Amendment of 
section 13. 

,. 
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Deletion of 
sections 18 to 22. 

Amendment of 
section 34. 

Cap 51 LFN. 

Amendment of 
Schedule 1. 

5. Sections 18. 19.20. 21. 22 of the principal Decree are 
hereby deleted. 

6. Section 34 of the principal Decree. as renumbered. is 
amended -

(a) in subsections (1) and (2) by substituting therefor the 
following new subsections. that is -

"(1) On the commencement of this Decree, the 
Directorate of National Air Traffic Services and the 
division of Aeronautical Telecommunications shall 
cease to be part of the Authority and the functions 
and employees, assets and liabilities of the said 
Directorate of National Air Traffic Services and the 
division of Aeronautical Telecommunications shall 
be inherited by Nigerian Airspace Management authl 
Agency. 

(2) For the purposes of the transfer effected by 
subsection (1) of this section the provisions of any 
contract or instrument connected therewith, shall be 
read and construed with such modifications 
(including additions, alterations, omissions or 
repeals) as would bring them into conformity with 
the general intendment of this Decree."; 

(b) in subsection 2 by substituting therefor the following 
new subsection, that is -

"(2) For the purpose of the transfer effected by 
subsection (1) of this section, the provisions of the 
Civil Aviation Act or any other enactment 
concerned with or relating to civil aviation 
(including subsidiary lnstrument) made thereunder 
shall be modified to the extent as would bring it 
into conformity with the general intendment of this 
Decree. ". 

7. Schedule 1 to the principal Decree is amended -
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(a) by substituting for paragraph 1 the following new 
paragraph, that is -

"1. on the commencement of this Decree, the 
Authority shall retain such persons in its 
employment, not being persons on the staff of the 
Directorate of National Air Traffic Services, and 
the division of Aeronautical Telecommunications 
and other staff of the Authority transferred by this 
Decree to the Nigerian Airspace Management 
Agency"; 

(b) by repealing paragraph 3 and renumbering the existing 
paragraph 4 as paragraph 3 . 

8. This Decree may be cited as the Federal Airports 
authority of Nigeria (Amendment) Decree 1999, 

MADE at Abuja this 26th day of May 1999. 

A 1899 

Citation. 

GENERAL ABDULSALAMI ALHAJI ABUBAKAR, 
Head of State, Commander-in-Chief 

of the Armed Forces, 
Federal Republic of Nigeria. 

P"UBLISHED BY AtrrHORITY OF THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA 

AND PRINTED BY THE MINISTRY ~F INFORMATION AND CULTURE, PRINTING DEPARTMENT. LAG03 
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FORFEITURE OF ASSETS, ETC. (CERTAIN PERSONS) 
DECREE 1999 

... * 
Decree No. 53 

A 19111 

[26'" May 1999] Commencement. 
I 

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby 
decrees as follows:-

1. The- , 
(a) properties specified in Part I of the Schedule to this 
Decree; and 

(b) the various sums of money and other assets specified in 
Part II thereof, 

being properties acquired corruptly and illegally by the persons 
mentioned therein are hereby forfeited to the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria and shall vest in the Federal Government of Nigeria free of 
all encumbrances without any further assurance other than this 
Decree. 

Forfeiture of 
certain properties 
and various sums of 
money, etc. to the 
Federal Republic 
of Nigeria. 
Schedule. 

2. Any person who holds any of the properties referred to Yielding 

in section I of this Decree shall, within 14 days from the making of possession 

this Decree, yield up possession of such property to the Secretary of forfeited 

to the Government of the Federation or any person acting on his property. 

behalf. 

3. The Registrar of Deeds in the Federal or State Lands 
Registry. as the case may be, or any other person in charge of 
registration of lands, instruments, deeds or rights affecting land" 
shall. upon presentation to him by the Attorney-General of the 
Federation or any person acting on his behalf of a copy of this 
Decree, expunge from the relevant register the name of any person 

Registration 
of properties 
affected, 

~ . 
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in whose name any interest is registered in respect of any property tlom 
by this Decree and substitute therefor the Federal Republic of COll! 

Nigeria. shal 

Rectification 
of certain 
registers. 

4.-(1) The Secretary to the Government of the Federation 
shall cause a copy of this Decree to be served on the secretary or 
other officer or agent of the company having charge of, or control 
over the register of members of the company and the secretary or 
other officer or agent aforesaid shall strike out the name of the 
holder of any share to which section I of this Decree relates and 
substitute therefor the name of the Federal Republic r of 
Nigeria.' " , " , " , 

(2) The Secretary to the Government of the Federation shall 
also cause a copy of this Decree to be served upon the Registrar-

Etc. 

General of the Corporate Affairs Commission who shall cause his All 
records relating to the names of the members of the company to be 
rectified accordingly. to 

Indemnity. 

Penalty. 

5. Any person who in intended compliance with this Decree 
deals with any of the properties, various sums of money and other 
assets affected by this Decree or who rectifies any register or other 
records relating to any such property or assets shall stand 
indemnified in respect thereof and no suit or other proceedings 
shall lie at the instance of any person aggrieved for anything dene 
in respect of such compliance or rectification. 

6. Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with any 
of the provisions of section 2, 3 or 4 of this .Decree commits an 
offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term of 
two years without the option of fme. 

Exclusion of 7;-(1) No civil proceedings shall lie or be instituted in any 
civil proceedings. court for or on account of or in respect of any act, matter or thing 

done or purported to be done under or pursuant to this Decree and 
if any such proceedings are instituted before on or after the 
commencement of this Decree the proceedings shall abate, be 
discharged and made void. 

(2) The question whether any provision of Chapter IV of 
the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria has been, is 
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being or would be contravened by anything done or proposed to be 
done in pursuance of this Decree shaH not be inquired into in any 
court of law and accordingly, no provision of that Constitution 
shall apply in respect of any such question. 

8. This Decree may be cited as the Forfeiture of Assets, 
Etc. (Certain Persons) Decree 1999. 

SCHEDULE Section I 

Part I Section I (a) 

LIST OF PROPERTIES/ASSETS BELONGING TO 
UTE GENERAL SANI ABACHA 

ABUJA PROPERTY 

Location 

Maitama 
Ahuja 

Asokoro 
Ahuja 

Maitama 
Ahuja 

Maitama 
Ahuja 

Asokoro 
Ahuja 

Description 

Plot 135 (A6), House 
No. 12, Zaire, 
Crescent, Maitarna. 

Plot 574 (A4), Yakubu 
Gowon Crescent, 
Near ECOWAS 
Secretariat, Asokoro. 

Plot 2824 (A6) 
BlOCk No. 17, 
along Danube Street, 
Maitama. 

Plot 650 (A6) 
Rhine Street, Maitama. 

Plot 1487 (A4) 
Justice Mamman Nasir 
Street, Asokoro. 

Name with 
which acquired 

Gen. Sani Abacha 

Gen. Sani Abacha 

Gen. Sani Abacha 

Gen. Sani Abacha 

Gen. Sani Abacha 

Citation. 
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• 
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Location Description Name witll 
which acquired 

Maitama 
Abuja 

Plot 2480 (A6) Alvan 
Ikoku Street, Maitama. 

" LAGOS PROPERTY 

Victoria Plot 636 Adeyemo Alakija 

Gen. Sani Abacha 

Island, Street, Victoria Island, STALEMBO 
Lagos Lay Out (Cowry House). Properties Nig. Ltd. 

WEST AFRICAN REFINERY,SIERRA LEONE 

Sierra 
Leone 

SINo. 

I. 

2. 

30 per cent NASITUME 
shares valued at 
$420,000 USD in West 
African Refmery , 
Sierra Leone 

Investment Ltd. 
from UNIPETROL 

LIST OF PROPERTIES/ASSET BELONGING TO 
ALHAJIISMAILA GWARZO 

/lDUJIl YKUyi!;Kl]' 

Location 

Plots :3 and 4, 
Queen Ida Street, 
Asokoro, Abuja 

Plot No. 1251 
Off Yakubu Gowon 
Crescent round-
about, Asokoro; 
Abuja. 

Description 

Developed. 
Plot 3 has 
2 No. completed 6 
bedroom duplex with a 
tennis court arid swimming 
pool. 

Plot 4,2 No. 
completed bedroom duplex, 
rented and occupied by 
Phil is Project Centre. 

6 No. of 5 bedroom duplex 
with boys quarters each 

Name with 
which acquired 

Urban Villas Ltd. 

Alhaj i Ismaila 
Gwarzo 
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Location Description Name with 
which acquired 

'\ 3, Plots 191, 199 Plot 191 - 4 No, 6 bedroom 
and 208 along duplex all rented by Tanko Alhajl Ismaila 

.. Deeper Life Road Yakassai & others Gwarzo 
off Shehu Shagari 

.. Way, Asokoro, Plot 199 - A newly completed (I , 

Abuja storey building, rented and A Ihaj i Ismaila ., 
occupied by Syrian Embassy Gwarzo 
8 No.2 bedroom flats .. I. 

" .-
Plot 208 - A storey building 
under construction. It is Alhaji Ismaila l 
already plastered and roofed. Gwarzo , 

I 
8 No.2 Bedroom flats ! . 

4. Plot 444, Fully developed. 
Kotartgora Close, A complete 3 storey 
Area 3, Garlci, house. 
Abuja Not occupied MUAB Ltd. 

5. Plot 488, A complete duplex 
. Yabo Close, not occupied MUAB Ltd. 
Garki II, Abuja 

6. Plot 273 Completed 2 storey house. 
., Port-Said St. , Occupied by Jameel Ltd. . Zone 4, Owned by Gwarzo & MUABLtd. 

Wuse, Abuja. Jihad Khalil 

7. Plots 577 Four No. of 4 storey houses 
and 578, Blantyre of six (6) flats each. 
Street, Wuse II, Newly completed. Not 

'.' 
Abuja occupied Urban Villas Ltd. 

8. Large expanse of Cleared but not Alhaji Ismaila 
land in Wuse II developed. Gwarzo 
along Ahmadu Bello 
Way, Abuja 

I 

I 
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3. 

Location Description Name with 
which acquired 

9. Plot 2432, Ganges A completed duplex 
Street, Off Alvan not occupied. JAMEEL Nig. Ltl 
Ikoku, Maitama 

4. 
. Abuja . 

KANO PROPERTY 

1. Plot No. 9D, Civic Developed. Glass front 
Centre Road, Kano. 4 storey building for FK Construction 

commercial use. Not Occupied. Company Ltd. 

ZARIA PROPERTY 

1. NO.4 Dangaladima Lawan Isa 
Road Gellesu 

WEST AFRICAN REFINERY, SIERRA LEONE 

.'" 
., Sierra \0 per celll Integrated "" .. , 

'ill:" 

.. ,'"", Leone shares valued at Investment 
$140,000 USD in West Trust Ltd . ... -~' ~ 
A frican Refinery, 

•• .. ',·":1 

" .. ~~:.: ::' Sierra Leone 
"II'I'~;:~. " , 

Part II Section I(b) 

.. ,,,,,..-,.;:~:;: 1. LATE GENERAL SANI ABACHA AND F AMIL Y 

(a) US $625,263,187.19 

(b) £75,306,886.93 

(c) N 100,000,000.00 

2. MOHAMMED SANI ABACHA 

N 250 ,000 ,000.00 

.; ~.~. 
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ic'h acquired 

t'\.· r . IME!,L N'g. LM 

~ Construction 
Dmpany Ltd. 

rwan Isa 

I 
/tegrated 
!vestment 
iust Ltd. 

3. 

4. 

For[eitureo/A.<rel.<, elc. (Certain Persons) 

ABDULKADIR ABACHA 

N50,OOO,OOO.OO 

N46,886,901.60 

ALHAJI ISMAILA GW ARZO 

(a) N2,OOO,OOO.OO 

(b) N 139,051,033.55 

(c) Authorisation to Investigation Panel to collect 
US $2,000,000 from Mr. Gilbert Chagoury. 

(d) N8,363,164,OOO.OO andN 247,903,491.91 

VEmCLES 

(e) PEUGEOT 505 SUPER EVOLUTION 

Not Registered 

Engine No. X03305593X 

Chasis No. 551A1703305593 

(t) PEUGEOT 505 ST EVOLUTION 

Reg. No. AM 660 ABC 

Engine No. X103256170 

Chasis No. V551A1703256178V 

(g) TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 

Reg. No. FG 052 _ AO" 

Engine No. 1FZ - F4477 

Cbasis No. FZJ80 - 0103814 

, ..•.. 
~. 

;; 
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(h) PEUGEOT 505 SALOON 7. 

Reg. No. AA 186 KWL 

Engine No. X 106123650 

Chasis No. 504AI106123650V 

(i) PEUGEOT 504 ST A nON WAGON BESTLINE 2000 

Not Registered 

Engine No. G 1106 i 11125 

Chasis No. 504GII0611125 

G) MERCEDES BENZ LORRY 911 

Reg. No. XA 390 ZAR 

''': Engine No. 3520113601 ., ." " ... ,,..,' (k) MERCEDES BENZ PACKER (PICK-UP) 
~'''~ 

'·'-""'11 Reg. No. AG S'17 ZAR 
"';~~:::: . 
"II"~'~";;': 5. CHIEF ANTHONY ANI 

" ,.","'\II;:~: 
(a) DM.30,ooo,ooo.00 

(b) US $3,000,000.00 

6. ALHAJI BASHIR DALHATU 

US $5,000,000.00 gift from Late General Sani Abacha 
held in a London Account 
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7. ALHAJI ABDULAZEEZ ARISEKOLA ALAO 

N 100,000,000.00 

MADE at Ahuja this 26th day of May 1999. 

GENERALABDULSALAMIALHAJIABUBAKAR, 
Head of State, Commander-in-Chief 

of the Amled Forces. 
Federal Republic of Nigeria. 

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY OF nlE FEDI:RAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA 

AND PRINTED BY THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND CUL11JRE, PRINTING DEPARTMENT, LAGOS 

r 



INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL LABORATORY. 
TECHNOLOGY (CHANGE OF NAME) 

DECREE 1999 

Decree No. 54 

.- ! 

A l!lll 

[26th May 1999) Commencement. 

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby 
decrees as follows - . 

1. Section 1 of the Institute of Medical Laboratory Amendment of 
Technology Act is hereby amended as follows, that is _ Cap 186 LFN. 

(a) in subsection (1) thereof, by substituting for the first 
four lines thereof the following, that is -

Establishment 
of Institute 
of Medical 
Laboratory 
Science and 
Technology. 

1. There shall be for the profession 
of Medical Laboratory Sciences in Nigeria 
a body to be known as the Institute of 
Medical Laboratory Science and Technology 
(hereinafter in this Decree referred to as 
"the Institute) which shall be a body 
corporate under that name and be charged 
with the general duty of -"; 

(b) accordingly, for the words the "Institute of Medical 
Laboratory Technology" wherever it occurs in the Act 
there shall be substituted therefor the words "Institute of 
Medical Laboratory Science and Technology". 

I • - , 
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Citation. 2. This Decree may be cited as the Institute of Medic 
Laboratory Technology (Change of Name) Decree 1999. 

MADE at Abuja this 26th day of May 1999 

GENERAL ABDULSAlJAMI ALHAJI ABUBAKAR, 
Head of Stale, Commander-in-Chief 

of the Armed Forces, 
Federal Republic of Nigeria 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

r 

(This note does not form part of the above Decree but 
is intended to explain its purport) 

dec) 

this 
The Decree amends the Insurute of Medical Laborato~ set 

Technology Act to change the name of the Institute to the IhstiM 
of Medical Laboratory Science and Technology. 

sub 

Puausum BY AtnHolJTY OF THE FECERAL MUTARY OOVERNMENT or NIGERIA 

AND PRnmm BY 1HB MnuTrt OF INJioRMAnoN AND CULruRE. PRINTING DEPARTMENT. LAGOS 
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NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMMISSION 

(AMENDMENT) DECREE 1999 

Decree. No. 55 

A191J 

[26th May 1999] Commencement. 

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby 
decrees as follows:-

1. The National Broadcasting Commission Decree 1992 (in Amendment of 

this Decree referred to as "the principal Decree") is' amended as 992 No. 38. 

set out i.n.lhis Decree. 

(2) Section 2 of the principal Decree is amended in Amendment of 

subsection (I) - section 2. 

(a) by substituting for paragraph (b) the following new 
paragraph (b) -

"(b) recelvmg. processing and considering 
applications for the establishment. ownership or 
operation of radio and television stations, including-

(i) cable television services, direct satellite 
broadcast and any other medium of 
broadcasting. 

(ii) radio and television stations owned, 
established or operated by the Federal, State 
or Local Government;"; 

(b) in paragraph (d), by substituting for the word 
"broadcast". the word "broadcasting"; 



: 
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Amendment of 
section 3. 

(c) by inseiting after paragraph (0), the following new 
paragraphs (p) to (t) -

"(p) ensuring qualitative manpower development in 
the broadcasting industry by accrediting curricula 
and programmes for all tertiary training institutions 
that offer Mass Communication in relation to 
broadcasting; 

(q) intervening and arbitrating in conflicts in the 
broadcast industry; < 

(r) ensuring strict adherence to the national laws, 
rules and regulations relating to the partiCipation of 
foreign capital in relation to local capital in 
broadcasting; 

(s) serving as national consultants on any legislative· 
or regulatory issues on the broadcasting industry; 

(t) guaranteeing and .ensuring the liberty and 
protection of the broadcasting industry 'with due 
respect to the law. "; and 

(d) renumbering the existing paragraph (p) as paragraph 
(u). 

3. Section 3 of the principal Decree is amended -

(a) by substituting for the existing subsection (1) the 
following new subsection (1) -

"(1) The Commission shall consist of -

(a) a Chairman; 

(b) ten other members as may be approved 
to represent the following interests, that is -

(i) law, 



; 

" , 
'. 
'" t., 
.' ·L 

,t 
,j 

National Broadca.<ting Commission (Amendment) 1999 No. 55 A 1915 

(ii) business, 

(iii) culture, 

(iv) education, 

(v) social science, 

(vi) bn;Jadcasting, 

(vii) public affairs, 

(viii) engineering, 

(ix) State Security Service, 

(x) the Federal Ministry of 
Information and Culture; and 

(c) the Director-General of the 
Commission. "; 

(b) in subsection (2) by sutislituting for the words "in the 
opinion of the Minister" between the words "are" and 
"capable", the words "on the recommendation of the 
Minister and the approval of the President"; and 

(c) in subsection (3), by inserting before the word, 
"appointed" the words "citizens of Nigeria who shall be" 

4. Section 9 I)f the principal Decree is amended'-

(a) in subsection (I) by -

(i) substituting for the existing paragraph (a) the 
following new paragraph (a) -

"(a) is a body corporate registered under the 
Companies and Allied Matters Decree 1990 
or a station owned, established or operated 
by the Federal, State or Local 
Government; !' , 

Amendment of 
section 9. 

i 
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Amendmem of 
section 13. 

Amendment of 
section 14. 

(ii) deleting paragraph (c), and 

(iii) renumbering paragraphs (d) and (e) as (c) and 
(d) respectively; 

(b) by substituting for the eXisting ·subsection (5) the 
following new subsection (5) -

"(5) It shall be illegal for any person to have 
controlling shares in more than two of each of the 
broadcast sectors of transmission. "; and 

(c) by inserting immediately after subsection (5), the 
following new subsection (6) -

"(6) Any broadcast station transmitting from 
Nigeria before the commencement of this Decree 
shall be deemed to have been licensed under this 

Decree and, accordingly, shall be subject to the 
provisions of this Decree.". 

5. Section 13 of the principal Decree is amended in 
subsection (I) by substituting for paragraph (a) the following new 
paragraph (a) -

"(a) to allocate to a licensed station, that is -

(i) in the case of a radio station, Frequency 
Modulation, Medium Wave and Short Wave, 

(ii) in the case of television, Very High Frequency 
and Ultra High Frequency, and 

(iii) such other broadcast frequencies as the 
Commission may from time to time determine. " . 

6. Section 14 of the principal Decree is amended .. 

(a) in subsection (2) by inserting· the following new 
paragraph (a) -

(b) 
folic 

th< 
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"(a) such percentage of fees and levy to be charged 
by the Commission on the annual income of 
licensed broadcasting stations owned. established or 
operated by priv$: iildividual(s). Federal, State or 
Local Governmel\t.''': . 

(b) by inserting immediately after subsection (3) the 
following new subsection (4) -

"(4) No person shall offer for sale. sell or have in 
his possession with a view to selling in the course 
of his business, any installation. mechanism. 
instrument. material or other apparatus -

(a) constructed for th~ purpose of; or 

(b) intended to be used for .. 

wireless telegraphy except under and in accordance 
with a licence issued by the Commission in that 
behalf." . 

7. Immediately after section 14 of the principal Decree 
there is inserted the following new section 14A -

It·Radio and 
television 
licence fees. 

14 A. The Commission shall -

(a) collect and hold in trust for; 

(b) disburse on behal f of. 

the broadca~t houses such licence fees 
accruing from the ownership of radio and 
television sets. as the Commission may 
, prescribe. " 

8. Immediately after section 19 of the principal Decree. 
there is inserted the following new sections 19 A and 19B -

Insertion of new 
section J4A. 

Insertion of :lew 
sections 19A And 19B 

I 
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. "Liability 
to code of 
sanctions. 

Indemnity. 
etc. of (he 
Commission 
and staff. 

f9A. AI.IY station which contravenes 
the provisions of the National Broadcasting 
Code or any other order of the Commission 
shall be liable to the sanctions prescribed iD 
the Code. 

,. 
19B >(1) Every member of staff or 

other officer of the Commission shall be 
entitled to be indemnified by the 
Corrunissi'on against losses or Iiabili$iel 
sustained or incurred -in or about the 
execution of the duties attached to his office 
or otherwise in relation thereto, and no 
member, staff or other officer of the 
Commission shall be liable for any loss. 
damage or misfortune which may happened 
to or be incurred by the commission in the 
execution of the duties of his office or in 
relation thereto unless the same happened 
through his wilful neglect ar default. 

(2) The Commission shall not be 
liable or responsible for any infringement by 
a licensee in- the exercise of his licence, of 
a copyright in any work of any law ariSing 
out of the exercise of the licence, and 
nothing in this Decree shall affect the 
liability of the licensee in respect of any 
such act done by him. " . 

Amendment of 9. The First Schedule to- the principal Decree is amended 
First Schedule. by-

• 

(a) inserting immediately after paragraph f the following 
new paragraph fA -

"1 A. The principal office of the Commission shall 
be in the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, where 
its general sessions shall be held. "; 

(b) in! 
new ~ 

10.-

(a) t 

(b) 

(c) 
thl 
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(b) inserting immediately after paragraph 5 the following 
new paragraphs SA, sB and SC -

"SA. The Commission shall conduct its proceedings 
in such a manner as shall be best conducive to the 
proper dispatch of its business and the ends Of 
justice. 

5B. Each vote and official act of the Commission 
shali be entered on record and its proceedings shall 
be made public upon request by' any party 
interested . 

5C. The Commission may withhold publications of 
Iecords or proceedings containing secret information 
affecting the national defence and security. " 

10. The Third Schedule to the principal Decree is amended-

. tal by inserting the following new paragraphs ZA and ZB -

"ZA. In considering an application for the renewal 
of a licence the Commission shall review the past 
conduct of the licensee. 

ZB. The Commission may not renew a licence if, 
having regard to the past performance of the 
station, it is not in the national or public interest or 
the interest of the broadcast industry to do so. "; 

(b) by inserting the following new paragraph 4 -

"4. A licensee shall be responsible for the contents 
of the station's broadcast."; 

(c) in paragraph 5 by SUbstituting for the sub-paragraph (b) 
thefoUowing new sub-paragraph (b) -

"(b) a' local programme content which shall not be 
less than 60 per cent local and not more than 40 per 
cent foreign. for radio an~ television and not less 

AmendmeOl of 
Third Schedule . 

-

I 
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than 20 per cent local or more than 80 per ce/U 
foreign for cable satellite retransmission. "; 

(d) by substituting· for paragraph 7, the following new 
paragraph 7 -

"7. Each station shall make available for inspection 
by the inspectorate staff of the Commission. its 
broadcast facilities including equipment, station 
transmission log, programmes and transmission 
recordings which must be kept for at h;ast 3 
months before being discarded. "; 

(e) in paragraph 8 by -

(i) substituting in sub-paragraph (b) the words "two 
years" for the words "one year", 

(ii) substituting for the full stop at the end of sub
paragraph (d), a semi colon, and the following new 
sub-paragraphs (e) to (k) -

"(e) for false statements knowingly made 
either in the application form or in any 
statement of fact which may be required 
pursuant to sections 9 and 25 of this Decree; 

(f) where the Commission discovers even 
after the issuance of licence, authentic 
information or fact that would ordinarily 
disqualify the granting of same; 

(g) where there is wilful or repeated failure 
to operate substantially as set forth in the 
licerice; 

(h) where there is wilful or repeated 
violation, or wilful or repeated failure to 
observe any provision of this Decree or any 
rule or regulation of the Commission 
authorised by this Decree or by a treaty 
ratified by the Federal Republic of Nigeria; 

(f) i 
folic 
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(i) where there is violation of or failure to 
'observe any cease and desist order issued by 
the commission; 

(j) where there is wilful or repeated failure 
to allow reasonable access into the premises 
of any station; and 

(k) where -a provision of the National 
Broadcasting code has been seriously 
breached. " 

(f) immediately after paragraph 8, there is inserted the 
following new paragraphs 8A, 88 and 8C -

"SA. The public hearing referred to in paragraph 8 
may be held at such places as the Commission shall 
determine to be appropriate, and in making such 
determination, the Commission shall consider 

whether the public interest,' convenience or 
, ' 

necessity will be served by conducting the ~earing 
at a place in,or in the vicinity of the principal area 
to be served by the station in question. 

SB. Pursuant to paragraph 8A, the Commission 
shall serve upon the licensee or person involved an 
order to show cause why an order of. revocation, 
suspension or any order should not be issued against 
him and the order to show cause shall contain a 
statement of the matter with respect to which the 
Commission is inquiring and shall call upon the said 
licensee or person to appear before the Commission 
at such time and place as may be stated in the order 
but not less than thirty days after the receipt of such 
order, to r,ive evidence upon the matter specified 
therein. 

BC. If after the hearing, the Commission determines 
that an order of revocation, suspensioll, ot any 

o~~r Hr~i~ ~\mu.~~ ~ it~l!~:, \l s~1~~~~&l: 
oeer, W)~~ W.~\ ~~,~S~ ~, ~~~!W~~~· ' .. , 

.-; , 
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findings of the Commission and ~~ grounds and 
reasons for thefmdings and specify the effective 
date of the order. and cause same to be served on 

. the said licensee or person ... ; 

11. This Decree may be cited as the National BroadcaSting 
Commission (Amendment) Decree 1999. 

!\lADE at Ahuja thjs 26th day of May 1999. 

GENERAL ABDULSALAMI ALHAJI ABUBAKAR. 

Head of Stale, Commander-in-Chief 
of the Anned Forces, 

Federal Republic of Nigeria 

PusLlSHED BY AU1HoRJTY OF THB FEDERAL MILITARY OoVBRNMENT OF NIOERIA 

AND PRINTED BY TIlE t,(INlSTRY OF INFORMATION AND CULTtJRB. PRJN11NO D£pAIttMENT. LAoos 

dec 

Etc 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NIGERIAN VISION 
(ESTABLISHMENT, ETC.) (AMENDMENT) . 

DECREE 1999 

. ,I' 

Decree No.56 

A 1923 

[26th May 1999] Commencement. 

THE FEDERAL MIL.TARY GOVERNMENT hereby 
decrees as follows:-

1. The National Council of Nigerian Vision (Establishment, 
Etc,) Decree 1999 is amended in section 2 -

(a) subsection (1) by - . 

(i) inserting the following new paragraph (a), that 
, is -

"(a) the Chief of General Staff, who shall be 
the alternate Chainnan;", 

(ii) renumbering paragraph (a) as paragraph (aa); 

(iii) deleting paragraph (I); 

(b) subsection (2) by substituting for the words .. in 
subsection (1 )(m) of this section", the words "in subsection 
(1)(0) of this section". 

2. This Decree max be cited as the National Council of 
Nigerian Vision (Establishment, Etc.) (Amendment) Decree 1999. 

Amendment of 
1999 No, 10, 

Citation. 
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MADE at Abuja this 26th day of May 1999, .':J 
'J 
.~ 

GENER~L ABDULSALAMI ALHAJI ABUBAKAR, 
Head of State, Commander-in-Chief 

of the Anned Forces, 
Federal Republic of Nigeria 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note does not form pan of the above Decree but .; 
is intended to explain its purpon) 

The Decree amends the National Council of Nigeli 
Vision (Establishment. Etc.) Decree 1999 to provide for thea 
of General Staff to be the alternate Chairman of the Council. 

.' 

PuaLlSHED BY AUTHORlTY OF THE FEDB:JW. MIahARY OoVBl\NMENT OF NIGERIA 

AND PRINTED BY THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION AND CUl:ruRB. PRnmNp-OBpAIn'MENT,i.Jm 
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NEWSPAPERS (REPEAL) DECREE 1999 

Decree No. 57 
[26th May 1999] 

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby 
decrees as follows -

1. The Newspapers Decree 1993 (in this Decree referred to 
as "the repealed Decree") is hereby repealed and the Board 
established under the repealed Decree is consequentially dissolved. 

2.-(1) By virtue of this Decree, there shall be vested in the 
Nigerian Press' Council (in this Decree referred to as "the 
Council "); established under the Nigerian Press Council Decree 
1992, immediately at the commencement of this Decree, without 
further assurarice, all assets, funds, resources and other movable 
and immovable property which immediately before the 
commencement of this Decree were vested in the dissolved Board. 

(2) As from the date of commencement of this Decree -

(a) all rights, interests, obligations and liabilities of the 
dissolved Board existing before the commencement of this 
Decree under any contract or instrument, or in law or in 
equity, shall by virtue of this Decree be assigned to and 
vested in the Council; 

!':',. 

(b) any contract or instrument as is mentioned iQ paragraph 
(a) of this subsectiori shall be of the same force and effect 
against or in favour of the Council and shall be enforceable 
as fully and effectively as if instead of the dissolved Board, 
the Council had been named therein or had been a party 
thereto; 

At915 

Commencement. 

Repeal of 
1993 No. 43. 

Savings provisions. 

1992 No. 85. 
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1992 No. 8S .. 

(c) the Council shall be subject to all the obligations and 
liabilities to which the dissolved Board was subject 
immediately before the commencement of this Decree and 
all other persons shall have the same rights, powers and 
remedies against the Council as they had against the 
dissolved Board immediately before the commencement of 
this Decree. 

(3) Any proceedings or cause of action pending or existing 
immediately before the commencement of this Decree by or 
against the dissolved Board in respect of any right, interest, 
obligation or liability of the dissolved Board may be commenced 
or continued, as the case may be, and any determination of any 
court of law, tribunal or other authority or person may be enforced 
by or against the Council to the same extent that the proceedings, 
cause of action or determination might have been continued, 
commenced or enforced by or against the dissolved Board as if this 
Decree had not been made. 

(4) Notwithstanding the provIsions of this Decree but 
subject to such directions as may be issued by the Council, a 
person who immediately before the commencement of this Decree 
held office in the dissolved Board shall be deemed to have been 
transferred to the Council on terms and conditions not less 
favourable than those' obtaining immediately before the 
commencement of thib Decree, and service in the dissolved Board 
shall be deemed to be service in the Council for purposes of 
pension. 

(5) Any newspaper registered under the repealed Decree 
shall be deemed to be' registered by the Council under the Nigerian 
Press Council Decree 1992. 

(6) The Minister of Information and Culture, if he thinks 
fit, may, within twelve months after the commencement of this 
Decree, by order published in the Gazette, make additional 
transitioriaJ or savings provisions for the better carrying out of the 
objectives of this section. 

[ 
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3. This Decree may be cited as the Newspapers (Repeal) 
Decree 1999. 

MADE at Abuja this 26th day of May 1999 

GENERAL ABDULSALAMI ALHAJI ABUBAKAR, 

Head of State, Commander·in-Chief 
of the Armed Forces, 

Federal Republic of Nigeria 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This nOle does not form pan of the above Decree but 
is intended to explain its purpon) 

The Decree repeals the Newspapers Decree 1993 and 
transfers all the rights, interests staff among other things, to the 
Nigerian Press Council established under the Nigerian Press 
Ceuncil Decree 1992 .. 

PusLiSHED BY AUTHORITY OF THE FEDERAL MIl.ITARY GOVERNMENT OF NIOERIA 

AND PRINTED BY THE M1NlSTRY OF iNFORMATION AND CUL1tIR.E, PRlN"nNo D.EPARTMENT. LA~ 

Chltian. 

r 

I 
I 

.. 
;\ 

'I; 

I" '': 

'I 

' .. 
\, 

'i' 

" 'II I 
" 

I' 
I 

.' 



NIGERIAN MEDIA'COUNCIL (REPEAL) 
DECREE 1999 

Decree No. S8 
[26th May 1999] 

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby 
decrees as follows -

A 1929 

Commencement. 

1. The Nigerian Media Council Decree 1988 (in this Repeal of 

Decree referred to as "the repealed Decree") is hereby repealed 1988 No. 59 

and the Council established under the repealed Decree is 
consequentially dissolved. 

2 -(1). By virtue of this Decree, there shall be vested in the 
Nigerian Press Council established under the Nigerian Press 
Council Decree 1992 (in this Decree referred to as "the Council ") 
immediately at the commencement of this Decree, without further 
assurance, all assets, funds, resources and other movable and 
immovable property which immediately before the commencement 
of this Decree were vested in the dissolved Council. 

(2) As from the date of commencement of this De~ree -

(a) all rights. interests, obligations and liabilities of the 
dissolved Council existing before the commencement of 
this Decree under any contract or instrument. or in law or 
in equity, shall by virtue of this Decree be assigned to and 
vested in the Press Council; 

(b) any contract or instrument as ismeritioned in paragraph 
(a) of this subsection shall be of the same force and effect 
against' or in favour of the Press Council and shall be 
enforceable as fully and effectively as if instead of the 
dissolved Council. the Press Council had been named 
therein or had been a party thereto; 

Saving provisions. 
1992 No. 85. 

i _____ ~'~ .i 
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(c) the Press Council shall be subject to all the obligations 
and liabilities to which: the dissolved Council was subject (R 
immediately before the commencement of this Decree and 

all other persons shall have the same rights; powers and 
remedies against the Press Council as they had against the 
dissolved Council immediately before the commencement 
of this Decree, 

(3) Any proceedings or cause of action pending or existing 
immediately before the commencement of this Decree by or 
against the dissolved Council in respect of any right, interest, 
obl!gation or liability of the dissolved Co~ncil may be commenced 
or continued, as the case may be, and any determination of any 
court of law, tribunal or other authority or person'may be enforced 
by or against the Press Council established by this Decree to the 
same extent that the proceedings, caiIse of action or determination 
might have been continued, commenced or enforced by or 'against 
the dissolved Council as if this Decree had not bc::en made, 

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Decree but 
subject to such directions as may be issued by the Press Council, 
a person who immediately before the commencement of this 
Decree held office in the dissolved C~lUncil shall be deemed to 
have been transferred to the Press Colincil established by this 
Decree on terms and conditions not less favourable than those 
obtaining immediately before the coinmencement of this Decree, 
and service in the dissolved Council shall be deemed to be service 
in the Press Council for purposes of pension, 

(5) The Minister of Information and Culture, if he thinks 
, fit, mllY, within twelve months after, the commencement of this 

Decree, by order published in the Gazette, make additional 
'transitional or savings provisions for the better carrying out of the 
objectives of this section, ' 
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3. This Decree may be cited as th.eNigerian Media Council' 
(Repeal) Decree 1999. 

MADE at Abuja this 26th day of May 1999 

GENERAL ABDULSALAMI ALHAJI ABUBAKAR, 

Head of Stale,' Commander-in-Chief 
of the Anned Forces, 

Federal Republic of Nigeria 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note does not fonn part of the above Decree but 
is intended to explain its purport) 

The Decree repeals the Nigerian Media Council Decree 
1988 and transfers the assets, liabilities and staff, etc, to the 
Nigerian Press Council 

PuBLISHED BY AUTHORITY OF THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA 

AND PRINTED BY THE MI.NISTRY OF INFORMATION AND CULlURE, PRINTING DEPARTMENT, LAGOS 

Citation. 



NIGERIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION 
(AMENDMENT) DECREE 1999 

Decree No. S9 

A 1933 

[26th May 1999] Commencement. 

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby 
decrees as follows -

1. The Nigerian Law Reform Commission Act is amended -

(a) in section 8 by substituting for subsection (I), the 
following new subsection -

"(I) There shall be appointed for the Commission 
by the Head of State, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces, on the recommendation of the 
Attorney-General, a Secretary who shall -

(a) be the accounting officer of the 

Amendmenl of 
Cap. 313 LFN. 

Commission; '" 

(b) hold office -

(i) for a period of five years in the 
first instance and may be re
appointed for one further period of 
five years and no more, and 

(ii) on such terms and conditions as 
may be specified in his letter of 
appointment; 

(c) assist the Chairman in ensuring that all 
the rules and regulations relating to the 
management of the human, material and 
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Citation. 

1999 N .. 59 Nigerian Law Reform Commis.\'ion (Amendment) 

financial resources of the Commission are 
adhered to in accordance with the objectives 
of the Federal Government; and 

(d) carry out such other duties as may be 
directed, from time to time, by the 
Commission. "; and 

(b) in section 10, by deleting subsection (3). 

2. This Decree may be cited as the Nigerian Law Refonn 
Commission (Amendment) Decree 1999. r 

MADE at Abuja this 26th day of May 1999. 

GENERAL ABDULSALAMI ALHAJI ABUBAKAR, 

Head of State, Commander-in-Chief 
of the Anned Forces, 

Federal Republic of Nigeria 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note does not form pan of the above Decree but 
is intended to explain its purpon) 

The Decree amends the Nigerian Law Reform Commission 
Act, among other things. to -

(a) provide for the Head of State, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Armed Forces to appoint the Secretary to the 
Commission; 

rdl 
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(b) assign to the Secretary the role of accounting officer; Iii 
and 

(c) provide a tenure of office for the Secretary. 
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NIGERIAN ,PRESS COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) 
DECREE 1999 

Decree No. 60 

[26th May 1999] 

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby 
decrees as follows:-

1. The Nigerian Press Council Decree 1992 (in this Decree 
referred to as "the principal Decree") is hereby amended as set out 
in this Decree. 

2.-(1) Section 2 of the principal Decree is amended in 
. subsection (1) -

(a) paragraph (d) by substituting therefor the following new 
paragraph, that is -

"(d) four representatives of the general public one 
of whom shall be a Legal Practitioner and a 
woman; 

(b) paragraph (i) by substituting for the words "the 
Secretary to the Council" the words "the Executive 
Secretary to the Council". 

(2) Accordingly, for the word "Secretary" there shall be 
substituted the words" Executive Secretary" wherever it appears in 
the principal Decree. 

3. Section 3 of the principal Decree is amended -

A 1935 

Commencement. 

Amendment of 
1992 No. 85. 

Amendmem of 
section 2 . 

Amendment of 
section 3. 
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Amendment 
or section 4. 

(a) by inserting immediately after the existing paragraph (I 
the following new paragraphs, that is .. 

"(b) monitoring the activities of the Press with, 
view to ensuring compliance with the Code 0 

Professional and Ethical Conduct of the Nigeril 
Union of Journalists; 

(c) receiving application from, and documenting the 
Print media and monitoring their performance te 
ensure that owners and publishers comply with the 
terms of their mission statements and objectives iI 
liaison with the Newspapers Proprietors Association 
of Nigeria;". 

(b) by renumbering the ~xisting paragraphs (b), (c), (d) and 
(e) as paragraphs (d), (e), (f) and (g) respectively. 

4. Section 4 of the principal Decree is amended by 
substituting therefor the following new section, that is . 

"4. -( 1) There shall be appointed for the Council an 
Executive Secretary by the Head of State, O:lmmander-in-Chief of 
the Armed Forces on the recommendation of the Minister. 

(2) The Executive Secretary shall -

(a) be a journalist with at least 15 years post qualification 
experience and shall have held high journalistic positions; 

(b) be the chief executive of the Council; 

(c) be responsible for the execution of the policy of the 
€ouncil and of its day-to-day administration; 

(d) in addition to the functions expressly conferred on him 
by this Decree, perform such other functions as the Council 
may, from time to time, direct; 

(e) hold office 00 such terms as to emolument and 
otherwise as may be specified in his letter of appointment 

th 
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and may, from time to ti~e, be approved by the Head of 
State, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces; 

(f) subject to this section, the Executive Secretary shall 
hOld office for a term of four years in the first instance and 
mllY be eligible for re-appointment for a further term of 
four years; 

(g) the Executive Secretary may be removed from office on 
the recommendation of the Minister for inability to 
discharge the functions of'his office arising from infirmity 
of mind or body or from any other cause. " 

5. Immediately after section S of this principal Decree, 
there shall be inserted the following new "Section SA, that is -

"Service in 
the Council to 
be pension
able. 
Cap. 346 
LFN. 

SA. -(1) Service in the Council shall 
be approved service for purposes of the 
Pensions Act. 

(2) Employees of the Council shall 
, be entitled to pension, gratuities and other 
retirement benefits as are enjoyed by 
persons holding equivalent grades in the 
civil service of the Federation. 

(3) Nothing in subsection (I) or (2) 
of this section or in this Decree shall 
prevent the appointment of a person to any 
office on terms which preclude the grant of 
pension and gratuity in respect of that 
office. 

(4) For the purposes of the 
application of the provisions of the Pensions 
Act any power exercisable thereunder by a 
Minister or other authority of the 
Government of the Federation, other than 
the power to rnake regulations under section 
23 thereof, is hereby vested in and shall be 
exercisable by the Council other than any 
other person or authority. " . 

Insenion of 
section SA 

I 
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Insertion of 
section SB. 

Amendment of 
section 1. 

Amendment of 
section 9. 

6. Immediately after the existing section 5 ·of the principal 
Decree, there shall be inserted the following new section 5B, that 
is -

"Remuneration 
of staff. 

5B. Without prejudice to the provisions of 
section 5A of this' Decree, the tenns and 
conditions of service including tenns and 
conditions as to remuneration, allowance, 
retirement and other benefits of the staff and 
other employees of the Council shall be as 
may be detennined by the Council with the 
approval of the Minister." I 

7. Section 7 of the principal Decree is amended by 
Sllbstituting therefor the following new section, that IS -

"(1) The Nigeria Union of Journalists shall provide 
a Code of Professional and Ethical Conduct to guide the 
Press and journalists in the performance of their duties. 

(2) The Nigeria Union of Journalists shall cause a 
revision of such Code of Professional and Ethical Conduct, 
as may be deemed appropriate from time to time to 
confonn with media practices. 

(3) The Council shall; after due consideration, 
approve the Code of Professional and Ethical Conduct by 
the Nigeria Union of Journalists and ensure compliance. 

(4)- The Council shall cause to be published in the 
Nigerian Press· Council Journal, the Code of Professional 
and Ethical Conduct as approved under subsection (3) of 
this section which shall be binding on every journalist in 
Nigeria." . 

8. Section 9 of the principal Decree is amended in 
subsection (l)(b) by substituting therefor the following new 
paragraph, that is -

"(b), without prejudice to provisions of the Code of 
Professional and Ethical Conduct, summon any person in 
Nigeria to attend any meeting of the Council to give 
evidence and to examine him as a witness in the case of 
journalists, ;" 

SUhSli 
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9, Section 14 of the principal Decree is amended by 
substituting for subsection (2) the following new subsection, that 
is -

"(2) If the Council is satisfied- that the performance of the 
Press is not consistent with the proyisions of the Code of 
Professional and Ethical Conduct, the Executive Secretary 
shall, in accordance with such general directions as may be 
given by the Council, lay before the Council all complaints 
made unlier subsection (1) of this section.". 

10. Section 15 of the principal Decree is amendj:d -

(a) in subsection (1)(a) and (b) by substituting for the 
words "Code of Conduct" the words "Code of Professional 
and Ethical Conduct"; 

(b) by substituting for the words, "Conduct of Conduct" 
wherever it appears in the principal Decree the words 
"Code of Professional.and Ethical Conduct"; 

(c) by inserting immediately after the existing subsection 
(3) the following new subsection, that is -

"(3) Where the medium of information or the 
journalist so sanctioned in accordance with subsection I of 
this section does not comply with the Council's decisions. 
the medium or journalist commits an offence and is liable 
on conviction -

(a) in the case of a body corporate to a fine of 
N30,OOO; and 

(b) in the case of a journalist to a fine of N 2,000 
and· the Council shall order suspension of the 
journalist from practice for a period not exceeding 
six months. 

(4) Where there is persistent refusal to comply with 
the directives of the Council, the medium or journalist so 
sanctioned in accordance with subsection (I) of this section 
commits an offence and is liable on conviction _ 

Amendment or 
section 14. 

Amendment or 
seclion 15. 
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Amendment of 
section 16. 

Amendment of 

section 11. 

Amendment of 
section 18. 

(a) in the case of a body corporate to a fine of 
N 100,000; and 

(b) in the case of a journalist to a·fine of N15,OOO, 

or in an extreme case the Council shall order the striking 
out of the·name of the journalist from the register."; 

(d) by renumbering the existing subsection (3) as subsection 
(5). 

,. 

11. Section 16 of the principal Decree is amenqed by 
substituting therefor the following new section, that is -

"(I) It shall be the duty of the Executive Secretary to 
maintain a register of accredited journalists compiled by the 
Council in collaboration with the Nigeria Union of 
Journalists and the Nigerian Guild of Editors; 

(2) The register referred to in subsection (I) of this 
section shall (without prejudice to any other mode of proof) 
be admissible in any proceedings as evidence that any 
persoll specified in the document, or the documents read 
together, is registered or was so registered and that any 
person not so specified was not registered. 

(3) Where in accordance with subsection (2) of this 
section a person is in any proceedings, shown to have been 
or not to have been so registered at a particular date with 
the Council, he shall, unless the contrary is proved, be 
taken for the purposes of those proceedings as having at all 
material times thereafter continued to be or not to' be so 
registered. " 

12. Section 17 of the principal Decree is amended in 
subsedion (I)(a) by substituting for the words "Nigeria Union of 
Journalist" . wherever it appears in the section the words "the 
Council" 

13. Section 18 of the principal Decree is amended -
in 

"' 
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(a) in subsection (l)(c) by substituting therefor the 
following new paragraph, that is -

"(c) the Council is of the opinion that a registered 
journalist has, on the basis of complainis made 
pursuant to section 14 of this Decree been found 
guilty of persistent breach of the Code of 
Professional and Ethical Conduct;"; 

(b) in subsection (2) by substituting therefor the following 
new subsection, that is -

"(2) The Council may give directiv.es under 
subsection (1) of this section -

(a) reprimanding that person; or 

(b) suspending tliat. person from practice by 
ordering him not to engage in practice as a 
journalist for such period not exceeding three . . 

months as a may be specified in the directive; or 

(c) requesting the Nigeria Union of Journalists to 
strike that person's name off the register and any 
such directive may., where appropriate, include 
provision requiring the refund of moneys paid or 
the handing over of documents or any other thing as 
the circumstances of the case may require."; 

(c) in subsection (3) by substituting therefor the following 
new subsection, that is -

"(3) For the purposes of subsection (I) of this 
section, a person shall not be deemed to have committed an 
.offence ulJless it was an offence at the time of commission 
and at a time no appeal or further appeal is pending or may 
(without extension of time) be brought in connection with 
the offence.:'. 

14. Section '19 of the principal Decree is amended by 
inserting immediately after subsection (4) thereof the' following 
new subsection (5), that is -

Amendment of 
section 19. 

\ .. ' 
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Amendment of 
section 24. 

"(5) Where any. person has been convicted of an offence 
under this section of this Decree, 

(a) in a High Court, he shall be liable to a fine not 
exceeding N 5 ,000 or imprisonment for a term nof 
exceeding 2 years or to both such fine and 
imprisonment and to an additional fine of N200 for 
each day during which the offence continues; and 

(b) in a Magistrate Court, he shall be liable to a 
fine of N3,OOO and to an additional fine of N 100 
for each day during which the offence continues. " 

15. Section 24 of the principal Decree is amended by 
substituting therefor the following new section, that is -

"24. The Council may publish its journals and books to 
publicize its activities and the result of its findings on 
adjudications and such other matters which relate to the 
development of mass media in Nigeria. 

Qualification. 
etc. for 
appointment 
as Editor. 

24B.-(1) A person shall be qualified for 
appointment as an editor if -

(a) he has attained the age of 25 years; 

(b) he is a registered member of the 
Nigerian Union of Journalist; and 

(c) he has, for a period of not less than 5 
years served as a reporter or acquired 
working experience as a journalist in a 
reputable newspaper house, electronic news 
medium or news agency. 

(2) Nothing in subsection (I) of this section 
shall be construed to include working 
experience; employment in a house journal. 
newsletter or any similar publication." . 

the 
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16. Immediately after section 26 of the principal Decree, 
there shall be inserted the following new sections, that is -

"Documenlllion 26A. -(1) An application for documentation 
of Newspapen. with the Council as a newspaper, magazine 
etC.. or journal shall be made in such form as 

may be prescribed by the Council from time 
to time. 

(2) Ngtwithstanding the provisions of 
subsection (1) of this section, any person 
requiring the documentation of a newspaper, 
magazine, or journal shall submit -

(a) a brief mission statement and 
objectives of the newspaper. 
magazine or journal; 

(b). the title or name of the 
newspaper, magazine or journal; 

(c) the full address of the location of 
the office of the newspaper. 
magazine or journal; 

{d) the name of the body corporate 
which owns or intends to publish the 
newspaper, magazine or journal; 

(e) Ii copy of the certificate of 
incorporation; and 

(f) such other infor~ation as the 
Council may. from time to time. 
require .. 

(3) The Council shaH, pursuant to the 
provisions of subsection (l) of this section, 
have power to charge such administrative 
fees as may be determined from time to 
time . 

Insenion of 
sections 26A. 2,,"8. 
26C.26D.26E.26~: 26G. 
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ltenewalof 
documentation. 

Register of 
documented 

newspapers. etc. 

Offences and 
Penalties. 

Proof of 
evidence on 
documentation. 

Nigerian Press Council (,4mendment) 

26B,-(1) The Council shall document a 
newspaper, magazine or journal if it is 
satisfied that the requirements of section 
26A of this Decree have been met. 

(2) The documentation of a newspaper, 
magazine and journal under this Decree 
shall be to renewed every year, 

26C. The Council shall cause to be 
established and maintained a register into 
which shall be entered the names and 
addresses of every newspaper, magazine or 
journal documented under this Decree, 

26D.-(1) Any person who, without 
documentation with the Council, owns, 
publishes or prints a newspaper, magazine, 
journal commits an offence and is liable on 
conviction to a fine of N250,OOO or 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 
years or to both such fine and imprisonment 
and to an additional fine of N5,OOO for 
every day the offence continues. 

(2) Any news agent who circulates for sale 
any copy of a newspaper, magazine, or 
journal which is not documented in 
accordance with the provisions of this 
Decree commits an offence and is liable on 
conviction to a fine of N50,OOO or 
imprisonment 'for a term not exceeding one 
year or to both such fine and imprisonment. 

26E, A copy of an entry in or an extract 
from the register referred to in section 26C 
of this Decree purporting to be duly issued 
by the Council or certified by any person 
appointed for that purpose by the Council 
and shall be received in evidence unless the 
contrary is proved be presumed contents of 
the documentation, 
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26F.-(1) The owner or publisher of a 
newspaper, magazine or journal shall submit 
to the Council not later than 60 days after 
the end of each year a return on. the 
performance of the. newspaper, magazine or 
journal in such form as may be specified by 
the Council from time to time, restating its 
mission statement and objectives, any 
change in its name or confirming if the 
newspaper, . magazine or journal has abided 
by its mission statement and objectives and 
that the newspaper '. magazine or journal has 
kept to the Code of Professional and Ethical 
Conduct in the discussion of issues of public 
interest. . 

(2) Any owner or publisher of a newspaper, 
magazine or journal who fails to comply 
with the provisions of subsection (I) of this 
secti9n commits an offence and is liable on 
conviction to a fine of N 100,000. 

26G.-(l) Notwithstanding the provisions of 
section 26F of this Decree _ 

(a) . if the owner or publisher of a 
newspaper, magazine or journal fails to 
make the annual returns on the performance 
of the newspaper, magazine or journal as 
required by this Decree; or 

(b) a cause of action has been taken against 
the owner or publisher by reason of that 
failure, the Council may, by notice signed 
by its Chairman addressed to the owner or 
publisher, require the owner or publisher to 
deliver forthwith or send to Council the 
annual returns as required by this Decree . 

(2) Any owner or publisher required by 
notice to deliyer or send a copy of the 
returns on performance who fails to deliver 

SubmisSion 
of annual 
performance 
returns. 

Notice to file 
annual returns. 

I 
f 

I 

I 
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A 1946 

Amendment of 
sec"tion 21. 

1999 No. 60 

Amendment of 
Schedule. 

Nigerian Press Council (,4mendmenf) 

or send the annual returns commits an offiCe 
and is liable on conviction to a fine of 
N 10,000 for every day on which the offence 
continues." . 

17. Section 27 of the principal Decree is amended -

"(a) in the interpretation of the word "journalist" by 
substituting for the word "Nigeria Union of Journalist" the 
word "Council"; 

(b) .in the interpn~tation of the word "newspaper" by 
substituting therefor the following new interpretation, that 
is -

"Newspaper" includes a magazine, journal and any 
paper containing public news, intelligence or 
occurrences or any remarks, observations or 
comments printed therein for sale and published 
periodically or in parts or numbers"; 

(c) inserting in alphabet.ical s.equence the interpretation of 
the following words, that is -

"editor" includes a person who is in-charge of all 
the journalists in a mass circulation new~paper, 
magazine, journal, an electronic news medium or 
newS agency who is responsible for making 
decisions about the contents; 

"news agent" includes a person who sells 
newspapers,' wbether for himself or on behalf of 
another in a shop, stall or other structure whether 
movable or immovable; 

"owner" "printer" or "publisher" means the body 
corporate which owns, prints or publishes a 
newspaper documented under this Decree;". 

18. Schedule 1 of the principal Decree is amended -

(a) by substituting for the title the following new title, that 
is - "SCHEDULE"; 

\ 

\ 

(b) 
pa 
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(b) by substitUting for paragraph 2( 1) the following new 
paragraph, that is -

"2.-(1) The Chairman may by notice addressed 
through the, Minister to the Head of State • 
Commander-in-Chi€if of the Armed Forces of the 
Federation resign his appointment and any member 
of the Council referred to in paragraph 1(2) of this 
Schedule may by notice addressed through the 
Minister to the body that nominated him indicate his 
intention to resign his appointment. "; 

(c) by substituting for paragraph 7(1) the following new 
paragraph. that is -

"7.-(1) The fixing of the seal of the Council shall be 
authenticated by the signature of the Executive Secretary or 
of some other person authorised generally or specifically 
for that purpose by the Council. " 

19. This Decree may be cited as the Nigerian Press Council 
(Amendment) Decree 1999. 

MADE at Abuja this 26th day of May 1999 

GENERAL ABDULSALAI\Il ALHAJI ABUBAKAR. 

/lead of State, Commander-in-Chief 
of tile Antled Forces, 

Federal ReplIblic of Nigeria 

Citation. 
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A 1948. 1999 No. 60 Nigerian Press Council f,4mendmenf) 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note does not form pan of the above Decree but 
is intended to explain its purponJ 

The Decree amends the Nigerian Press Council Decree 
1992 to promote, among other things, for the reconstitution of the 
membership of the Council. 

PuaUSHED BY AlrniORITY o~ THE FEDERAL Mn.rrARY GoVERNMENT OF NIGERIA 

AND PRINTED BY THE MINISTRY OF INFoRMATION AND CULruRE. PRINTING DEPARTMENT, LAGOs 
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PORTS (RELATED OFFENCES, ETC.) (AMENDMENT) 
DECREE 1999 

Decree No. 61 

A 1949 

[26th May 1999] Commencement. 

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby 
decrees as follows:· 

1. The Ports (Related Offences, Etc.) Decree 1996 is Amendment of 
amended in section 1 _ 1996 No. 12. 

_ .. (a) by substituting for subsections (1) and (2), the following 
. new subsections -

Cap. ~ 
LFN. 

1999 No.38. 
1996 No.9. 

.. (1) Notwithstanding anything to the 
contrary contained in any law or enactment, 
including the Customs and Excise 
Management Act, the Nigerian Ports 
Authority Decree 1999 and· the F~eral 
:"irports Authority of Nigeria Decree 1996, 
It .shall be unlawful for any person, not 
~mg a duly authorized officer or agent of 
any of the following, namely -

(a) the Nigeria Customs Service; 

(b) the Nigerian Ports Authority; 

(c? th~ Federal Airports Authority of, 
NigerIa; . , 

I 
I • 

(d) the Nigerian Immigration
Service; 

-- .....-.. 
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A 1950 1999 No. 61 Ports (Related OJ[ence.~ ete.) (Amendment) 

(e) the Port Police; and 

(f) the Inspection Agents, 

to do any of the acts or things mentioned in 
subsection (2) of this section. 

(IA) Without prejudice to the 
provisions of subsection (1) of this section, 
the Nigeria Customs Service may, if it 
considers it appropriate, by written 
notification, require the presence of any 
other relevant agency of the Federal 
Government in the course of the 
administration of the customs and excise 
laws wIth respect to the importation or 
exportation of goods in any Port. 

(18) Notwithstanding the provisions 
of subsection (lA) of this section and unless 
otherwise requested by written notification 
by the Nigeria Customs Service, it shall be 
unlawful for any person, not being a duly 
authorised officer or agent of the Nigeria 
Customs Service, the appointed Inspection 
Agents or any other person as may be 
authorised under any law or instrument to 
that effect, to be concerned with or be 
involved with the actual process of 
examination and clearance of goods in any 
Port. 

(2) Save for the persons mentioned in 
this section or a genuine passenger, or a 
traveller or 'a bona fide owner of goods, or 
an aproved clearing agent or such other 
.persons as may be authorised by the 
Minister, it shall be an offence under .this 
Decree for any person without lawfui 
authority or excuse, proof of which shall be 
on the person charged, to do any of the 
following, that is -

, 

\ 

\ 
\ 
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Ports (Related Offinees. etc.) (,4mendment) 1999 No. 61 A 1951 
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(a) trespass or be found loitering 
within the vicinity or premises of 
any of the Ports listed in the 
Schedule to this Decree; 

(b) enter into and remain in the 
premises of any Port for the purpose 
of perpetrating or furthering any 
nuisance thereon; 

(c) obstruct, interfere or hinder any 
authorized person in the performance 

of his lawful duty under the customs 
and excise laws; or 

(d) hold himself out under any guise 
or cover as having been authorised to 
enforce any aspect of the customs 
and excise laws. 

(2A) It shall be an offence for any 
person to conduct any illegal or unauthorised 
business within the premises of any Port."; 

(b) in subsection (3), by substituting for the expression 
"subsection (2)", the expression "subsections (2) and 
(2A)". 

2. This Decree may be cited as the Ports (Related Offences, 
Etc.) (Amendment) Decree 1999. 

MADE at Abuja this 26th day of May 1999. 

GENERAL ABDULSALAMI ALDAJI ABUBAKAR, 

Head of State, Commander-in-Chief 
of the Armed Forces, 

Federal Republic of Nigerm 

/ 

Citation. 
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1999 No. 61 Ports (Related OJfonces, etc.) I,4mendment) 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note does not fonn part of the above Decree bur 
is intended to explain its purport) 

The Decree amends the Ports (Related Ofences, Etc,) 
Decree 1996 to expressly provide the agencies lawfully entitled to 
be in attendance at the Ports in the course of importation and 
exportation of goods into and out of Nigeria, 

P'tmwnmD BY Al1I'HORJTY OF ntE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA 

AND PIuNmo BY THB·Moosny OF INFORMATION AND CULTURE, PRINTING DE'PARTMENT. LAGOS 
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TRIBUNALS (CERTAIN CONSEQUENTIAL 
AMENDMENTS, ETC.) DECREE 1999 

Decree No. 62 

A 1953 

[28th May 1999) Commencement. 

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby 
lecrees as follows:-

1. The enactments specified in the first column of Parts I Amendmen ... ele. 

and II of the Schedule to this Decree are amended to the extent set 
out in the second column of those Parts of that Schedule. , 

2.-(1) The Federal High Court or the High Court of a Jurisdiction. 

State, as the ease may be, shall have jurisdiction to try the 
offences created under the enactments specified in the Schedule to 
this Decree. 

(2) Accordingly, a tribunal established in any of the 
enactments specified in the Schedule ·to this Decree is hereby 
dissolved. 

(3) A charge, claim or court process filed before a Tribunal 
established under my of ,the enactmentS specified in the Schedule 
to this Decree shall be deemed to have ,been duly filed or served 
before the Federal High Court or High Court of a State, as the 
case may be arid such charge, claim and'court'process shall be 
deemed amended as to title, venue' and such other matter as may 
be appropriate; to Igive' effect to this subse....ion 'without fllrther 
assurance than this Decree. 

(4) Any order, remand, decisjon or judgment made by a 
Tribunal before the commencement of this Decree is hereby 
preserved. 
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A 1954 1999 No. 62 1Hbrmals (Certain Consequential Amendments. etc.) 
.d_ -.. 

(5) A decision or judgement of a Tribunal made.betore tile 
commencement of this Decree shall be enforced in 1ICCQrdanc:e with 
the procedure or law 'relating to the enforcement of a decision Or 
judgment of the Tribunal before the commencement of this Decree. 

(6) Where before the. commencement of this Decree, a 
matter has been concluded in a Tribunal and the Tribunal was for 
any reason whatsoever unable to deliver the judgment, the 
judgment may be delivered by a Judge of the Federal High Court 
or the High COllrt of a State,as the case may be: 

Provided that the judgment shall have been written. 

Peiuling proceeding. cU:. 3.-(1) Where any part~heard matter is pending before any 

Summuy trial of 
criminal cases. 
Cap 134 LPN .. 

Trial in any 
division 
of the Court .. 

Tribunal on the date of the making of this' Decree the Judge -

(a) may, if the parties' to the proceedings agree in a civil 
cause, adopt the proceedings of the Tribul!lal concerned; 

(b) shall, in a criminal case, try the matter de novo 
pursuant- to this Decree. 

(2) All·new proceedings shall be brought before the Court 
in accordance with the rules of procedure of the Court concerned. 

4. All crimina! proceedings brough\: before the Court 
relating to a matter for which the Court has judsdiction under this 
Decree shall be tried sU':11'naJ'ily in accordance with section 33 o.f 
the Federal High Cour; . ,;t l"d rules ofpro<:edure made under 
that Act or under the .equivalent section of the relevant High .court 
Law of the. State concerned and rules of procedure made under 
that Law. 

5. A civil or criminal proceeding may be commenc¢ and 
proceeded with in any division of the Federal lJigh Court 
notwi~tanding the place of commission of tine offence or a cause . 
of action. 

Accelen.1cd beazing. 6. All proceedings pursuant to this Decree sh,alI be given 
accelerated hearing. 
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Tri.bl/flals (Cenain Consequential Amendments. etc.) 1999 No. 62 A 1955 

7.-(1) A person convicted or against whom a judgment is RlghlofappcaltD 

given under this Decree may, within 30 days of the conviction or Coun of Appeal. etc. 

judgement, appeal to the Court of Appeal. 
t 

, (2) There shall be a right of appeal from a decision of the 
Court of Appeal to the Supreme Court. 

t 8. In this Decree, unless the context otherwise requires - InterpretatioD. , 
j , 
I 

r 

"Court" means the Federal High' Court or the High Court 
of a State, as the case may be; 

"Tribunal" means a Tribunal establjshed under any of the 
enactments specified in the Schedule to this Decree. 

9. This Decree may be cited as the Tribunals (Certain CitatioD. 

, Consequential Amendments, Etc.) Decree 1999. 
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3. For the word "Tribunal" wherever it appears in the Decree, 
substitute the words "Federal High Court. ". 

4. Sections 5,6,7,12,14,15,16,17, 18,19,20,31 are hereby deleted. 

5. 
the defiDition of "tribunal" 

In section22, delete ... . . . 
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1984 20 Special 
Tribunal 
Miscellaneous 
Offences 
Decree 1984 

: ; 

6 

1. 

2. 

'fhe ~~ Sch~iIle is lierebydel~: ':;;:'" 
'For the title silbstitute the following new title "MiscellaneOus 
OffenCes. DeCree 1984" ""', : ", ' ,; 

SeCtions 1,2,4;5,6,8,9;11,12 art; hereby deleted. 

Section 7 is·ariiended by Slibsntutingtherefor the (ollowiIig-
. ' . ~ '" ., . _ '".;. ." 1 . '.. ".' 

7.-(1) Any person who commitS an offence 
under 'this I>ecJ:ee Shail be '8rreSted without warrant 
by a poliCe officer or customs office, as the case 
maybe., 

•. ~. -. . ." .". I: :", . "".' i.. ,.,:,. ,::.: 

(2) No~ithstaruim:g theproruions of any otherenacunerit 
conferring power to Search, if the Judge of the Federal 
High Court is' satisfied that there is' a reaSonable ground to 
suspect that there may be ,found in any building or 'other 
place, whatsoever, any money or other property or any 
books, record, account, statements of information in any 
other form whatsoever' which, in his opinion are or may be 

, inaterial to the subject matter of any trial under this 
Decree; he may issue 'a ,warrant under his hand,authorising 

, any poliCe officer, if necessary by' force, to search the said 
, " building or other. place or any part thereof, and to search 

for, seize and remove such things as 'aforeSaid found " 
, therein.,". 

, .. .. --
'-----~~--.----.--.~.-
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Ye/U' No. 1i1k 

1984 22 Counterfeit 
and Fake 
Currency 
Decree· 1984 

• 

Extent of Amendment 

3. 

4. 

5. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

For the word "tribunal"' substitu~the word . "Federal High Court" 
wherever it appears. 
Section 13 is amended by deleting the definition of "tribunal". 

The Schedule is hereby deleted. 

Section 7 is amended by -

(a) sUbstituting for the wordS "Chairman of a tribunal" the 
words "Judge of the Federal High Court"; 

(b) deleting the wordS "any member of the armed forces 
and an officer of the armed forces" wherever they appear 
in the section. 

For section 8 substitute the following new section -

"Trial.f 8. The Federal Higta Court shall have exclusive 
off ..... jurisdiction to try6ffenceli created under this Decree.". 

Section 9 is amended by ~ 

(a) substituting for the words "Chairman of a Tribunal", the words 
"Judge of the Federal High Court"; 

(b) deieting the words "or liiiy member of the armed forces or any 
member of the security agencies. " . 
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4. Sections 10,11,14,15.1.6, 17 and 19 arc hcn:~ _ • .,..,... 

5. For~on 12, substitute the following new section, 

"Trial 0' 12.-(1) Where any person is convicted of any offence 
o«ences: under this Decree the Federal Higlt Court'may. eithc;r at 

.,. the time of making the conviction' or subsequent1~, make an 
. ..' order that any counterfeit bank, note or current coin, or . 
. instrument, toOl, erigine or any machinery, implement, 

utensil or material whatsoever used or intended to be used 
for the false makjngor counterfeiting ala bank note.or 
current cOin 'be forfeited· to the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria. ,'. ' 

(2) Notwithstanding that no person has been convicted by it 
if the Federal Higlt Court is satisfjed that any person 
brougltt before it or to its notice for the purposes of a trial 
iIi the natUre of a counterfeit bank note or current coin. 
instrument, engine or any machinery, implement, utensil or 
materiill whatsoever it whas been used for, intended to be 

'. or capable of being used for the faIse making or 
counterfeiting. of a bank note or current coin, then, the 
Federal Higlt Court may at the completion of such trial 
make an ordei that any such thing be forfeited to the 

. Federal Republic of Nigeria. 
. . 

.. 



Year 

1984 48 

No. Title 

National Drug Law 1. 
Enforcement 
Agency Decree 
1989 

Extent of Amendment 

(3) The passport of any person convicted under this Decree 
shall be forfeited to the' Federal Republic of Nigeria and 
shall not be released to him until ten years from the date of 
pronouncement of the sentence imposed on such person by 
the Federal Hig4 Court. ". . 

6. Section 18 is amended by deleting the defInition of "tribunal". 

7. For the word "tribunal" wherever it appears in this Decree 
substitute the words "Federal High Court". 

8. The Schedule is hereby deleted. 

Section 17 is amended by substituting therefor the following new section -

"Trial of 17.-(1) The Federal High Court shall have 
offences exclusive jurisdiction to try offences under this Decree. 

(2) The Federal High Court shall have power to impose the penalties 
provided in this Decree. 

(3) In any trial for an offence under this Decree. the fact that an accused 
person is in possession of pecuniary resources· or property for which he 
cannot satisfactorily account and which is disproportionate to his known 
sources of income. or that he had at or about the time of the alleged offence 
obtained an accretion to his pecuniary resources or property for which he 
cannot satisfactorily account. may be proved and may be taken into 
consideration by the Federal High Court as corroborating the testimony of 
any witness in such trial. " 



1 

1993 

--~~---- ... --
2. For section 31(1) substitute the following new subsection -

"(1) Where a person is discharged or acquitted by the Federal High Court of 
an offence under this Decree, the Federal High Court may make an order of 
revocation or confirmation; as the case may be, of an interim order made 
pursuant to this'Decree, tvhichever order is ,considered just, appropriate or 
reasonable within this Decree: 

Provided that the property may still be attached where a discharge is merely 
given for a period of 30 days. n 

3. Section 32(1) substitute for paragraph (a) the following new paragraph (a) . 

"(a) any police officer or customs officer;" , 

4, Section 40 is hereby deleted. 

5. For the word "Tribunal" wherever it appears in the Decree substitute the 
words "Federal High Court". 

15 National Agency 1 Section 25 insert the fo1\owing new subsection (5), 
for Food and Drugs 
Administration and 
Control Decree 
1993 

"(5) The Federal High Court shall have exclusive jurisdiction to try '! 
offences under this Decree.". P 

2. For the word "Tribunal" wherever it appears m the Decree substitute the 
words 'Federal High Court". 

• • Il ---- -'-~---- ._-,-
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Year No. 

1993 19 

1994 18 

Title 

Drugs and ,Related 
Products .. 
(Registration, ~tc.) 
Decree .1.993 

Failed.,Qanks . 
(Rec;OYery of 
DebtS)" and 
Financull . 
Malpractices in 
Banks Decree 1994 

Extent of Amendment . 

1. Section 7B is amended by substituting therefor the following new section 7B~ 

'Trial of "7B. The, Federal. Higb C;ourt shall have exclusiye 
offences. jurisdiction to try offences under in this Decree.". 

1. Sections 1,2,4,5,24,27 are hereby deleted 

2. Section 25 is amendc;d by substituting therefor the. following new. section -

·Po...,. 25.- A person whQ commits an offence under this Decree may be 
offeoca. arrested without warrant by a police officer." .. 

.. ' . 

3. Section 26 is amended by substituting therefor the following new section-

"Bail. 26.-(1) The Court shall have power to grant bail to an accused person 
charged with an offence under this Decree or any other' law triable by 

. the Court upon such terms and ,conditions as the Court may deem' fit 
including -

. (a) the payment of,deposit of one-qUarter of the amount of money 
involved in the offence; . 

, (1,) the provision of a surety or su~h n~ber of sureties who shall 
deposit adequate security for the balance of the amoUnt involved in 
the offence; 

-----.-
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• 1 
(c) the handing over of his passport.to the ~~ for mc;duration of 
. Ole. bail: . ' , 

(2) Notwithstanding .the proviSions of subsection (1) of this section, the 
police" shall, before any person is charged before the Court for an offence 
under this Decree, have' power to grant bail to any person who is arrested or . 
detained upon such ternis and conditions as are feasonably necessary to . 
ensure compliance with the provisions of subsection (l)(~)-(c) of this 

4 ::: ~~ is amended c . ", I 
(a) by substituQng for the definition of the word "director" the fOllowing new' i 
definiti::~ector" means a director as defined in the Companies and Allied j 

Matters Decree 1990, as amended, and within the meaning of section 1 
20(5) of the Banks and Other Financial Institutions Decree 1991, as I 
amended and includes a wife, husband, father, mother, son or 
daughter of a director; "; . 

(b) by deleting the definition of the word '"Tribunal", 

5, In the Appendix to Schedule 1 substitute for the words "the Failed Banks 
(Recovery of Debts) and Financial Malpractices in Banks Tribunal" the 
words" In the Federal High Court" 

6, Schedule 2 is hereby deleted, 

• 
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Year No. 

1995 3 

Title ,.Extent of Amendment ' ',', ' 

7. For tI1~ :word';T;ib~I" whereyer, it'ap;~ars in the Decree substitUte. the 
words "Federal High Court", ' . , . ." 

Money Laundering 1. For section18 sUbstifutethe fiillowing new section -
. Decree 1995 

'Trial of 

offences 

(2) 

(3) 

18,~(1) The Federal High Court shall have exclus.ive of jurisdiction 
to try offences under this Decree. - -

• • _. • .:- '" • • :"" l '. 'I,',.", :. 

The Federal--High CoUrt shaIUiavepower to' impo~e the penalties 
provided in this Decree.'" '''" ..... 

Q 

~ 
g 

, ~ 
:Inany trial. foranoffenceunder'this Decree, the fa~t that an accusedi ~ 
person is in possession of pecuniary resources or property for \vhich it 
he cannot satisfactorily account and which is disproportionate to his ! 

. ." '. ~ 

known sources of income, or that he had at or about the time of the ~ 

alleged offence obtained an accretion to his pecuniary resources or ~ 
property for which he cannot satisfactorily account, may be proved ~ 
and may be taken info col.lSiperation by th<: ,FedeiaI High Court as ~ 
corroborating the testimony of any witness iii such trial .... 
.' .' . . . . .' '. .... . 

• " •. ! 

2. Sections 21 is hereby deleted. 
," ',', "" . 

3., For the word "Tribunal" wherever it appears in the Decree substitute the 
words ~Federal High Court". 

----------
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1984 

1984 

Counterfeit and 
Fake Drugs 
(Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Decree 
1999 

5 Robbery and 
Firearm (Special 
Provisions) Decree 
1984 

.. ," 

47 Students Union 
: Activities (Control 
and Regulations) 
Decree 1989 

:.:-"., 

1. For section 4 sUbStitUte' the followmgnew 'section - ,"':: : 
.; ", '. : :.. • :>' t,,_. ,:' .' . "," •. 

"Trial oc4d1) The Federal High Court shall have exclusiv~ 
, offeuces,juiisdiction to trY' offenders under this Decree. 

... ," " .,:,~.: , . . . : . .' . ': 

(2) The Federal High Court, shall have, power to impose the penalties 
provided 111 this DeCree.". ,.' , ': ' ',' , 

• 0" 1.':': .' ".: ~. :':..~ • 

2. ' Section'S is ~ereby deleted. 
". ".: , .,.:. ',.l! "l-

IlART IT 
;. .. '-

1. For sectioil8substitUte: the foIlowing new seCtion -

"Trial of, 8. Offences ~er thiS Decree, shall be triable in the 
offeuces High Court of the State concerned. " . 

Section,s 9,10, 11, 12 and 14 are hereby deleted. 

Section 15 is amended by deleting ,the definition of "tribunal ~ . 

.:i! 
'" l 
'Q 
!}' 
s' 

~, 
S 
[ 
::.. 
s' 
S, 

,~ 
J:; 

'" '~ 
~ ... 

, ' ~ 

, , , , , ,'.' , ' '.' . " . :g 
1. Section 5 is amended by SUbstituting for,subsection (3), the following new· z, 

subsection-, ' , ~ 

, "(3) Any student or person who comniits an offence under this 
Decree sh'~1 be tried by the High Court of the State concerned. "., 

• 

',' 



lear No. 

1995 13 

Title 

Advance Fee Fraud 
and Other Fraud 
Related Offences 
Decree 1995 

> Extent of Amendniimi 

2. Section 6 is amended by deleting the words "(including the Constitution of i 
the Federal Republic' of Nigeria. " , 

I. 

2. 

3. 

Sections 13,15,19,20 and 22 are hereby deleted. 

For section 12 substituting the following new section -

"Trialof 12.-(I)-The High Court of the State concerned shall have exclusive ~. 
offences. jurisdiction to try offences und.er this Decree. ~ 

(2) The High Court of the State concerned shall have power to 
impose the penalties provided in this Decree. 

For section 18 substitute the following new section -

~. 

i 
'f 
~ 

'" "Trial of 18.-(1) The High Couit of the State concerned shall have power to Je. 
offences .. grant bail to an accused person charged with an offence under this, . 

Decree9r any other law triable by' the High Court Of the State : 
concerned upon such terms and conditions' as the High Court of the . J;t 
State concerned may deem fit including C ff 

(a) the pa~ent of deposit' of -one-quarter of the amount of money 
involved in the offence; 

(b) the provision of a surety ,or such number of sureties who shall 
deposit adequate security for the balance of the amount involved in 
the offence; and . ' 

.~ 

~, . 

------.-::----------1 ----



-,-

4. 

5. 

(c) the handing over of his passport to the High Court cif the State 
concerned for the duration of the bail. . 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this section, 
the pollce shall, before any person is charged before the High Court _ 
of the State concerned for an offence under this Decree, have power 
to grant bail to any person who is arre:oted or detained upon such 
terms· and conditions as are reasonably necessart to ensure 
compliance with the provisions of subsection (i)(a)-(c) of this 
section." . 

Section 23 delete definition of "Tribunal". 

For the word "Tribunal" wherever it appears in the Decree substitute 
the words "High Court of the State concerned . 

. ----- ---- ----- ---·-~-----""~""-c'--.o-<t--~""Ion--· 
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A 1968 1999 No. 62 Tribunals (Certain ConsequentialAmendments, etc.). 

MADE at Abuja this 26th day of May 1999 

~EN~RAL ABDULSALAMI ALHAJI ABUBAKAR, 
Head 'of State, Commander-in-Chief 

of the Armed Forces, 
Federal Republic of Nigeria. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note does not form part of the above Decree but is 
intended to explain its puiport)· 

The Decree provides, among other things -

(a) sundry amendmentS to the enactments specified in the 
Schedule; 

(b) for the jurisdiction of the Federal High Court or the 
High Court of a State concerned to try offences hitherto 
being tried by the Tribunals established thereunder. 

PueUSHED BY AlTTHORITY OF me FeDERAL MIUTARY GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA. 

AND PRINTIID BY ~ MINISTRY OF INFORMAnoN AND CULltJRE, PRINTING DEPARTMENT. LAtes 

\ 

\ 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 
NIGERIA (CERTAIN CONSEQUENTIAL REPEALS) 

DECREE 1999 

DeCree No. 63 

A 1969 

[29th May 1999] Commencement. 

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby 
decrees as follows:-

,1. Subject to section 6 of the Interpretation Act (which Repeal of 
relates to the effect of repeals, expiration and lapsing of cenain Decrees:. 

, enactments), the enactments set out in the Schedule to this Decree, ~:~:. LFN. 

including all amendments tjlereto, are hereby repealed or 
conseqllentially repealed with effect from 29th May 1999. 

2. This Decree, may be, cited as the Constitution of the Citation and 
Federal Republic of ,Nigeria (Certain, Consequential Repeals) commencemenl. 

Decree 1999 and shall come into force on 29th May 1999. 

SCHEDULE Section 1 

DECREES· CEASING TO HAVE EFFECT ON THE COMING INTO 
FORCE OF THE CONSTlTUl10N OF THE FEDERAL 

REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA 1999 

Year No. 
'1979 Cap. 62LFN 

Title 

Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria (Enactment) Act, including the 
Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria 1979. 

I 
I 

16 
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A 1970 1999 No. 63 Constitution a/the Federal Republic a/Nigeria (Certain Consequential Repeals) 

Year 
1984 

1984 

1984 

1984 

1984 

1984 

1984 

1984 

1985 

.. 
1986 

1987 

1989 

1990 

No. 
1 

2 

6 

13 

16 

17 

23 

34 

8 

1 

2 

12 

6 

i 

Title 
Constitution (Suspension and Modification) 
DeCree 1984. . . 

State Security (Detention of Persons) Decree 
1984. 

Banking (Freezing of Accounts) Decree 1984. 

Federal M,ilitary Government (Supremacy and 
Enforcement of Powers) Decree' 1984. 

Civil Service Commission and Other Statutory 
BodieS, Etc .. (Removal of Certain Persons 

. from Office) Decree 1984. 

Public Officers (Special Provisions) Decree 
\984. 

Military Cburis (Special Powers) Decree 
1984. 

Regulated and Other Professions (Private 
Practice Prohibition) Decree 1984. 

Judgments of Tribunals (Enforcement, Etc.) 
Decree 1985 . 

Treason and Other Offences (Special Military 
Tribunals) Decree 1986. 

Civil Disturbances (Special Tribunals) Dec{ee 
1987. 

Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria (Promulgation) Decree 1989, 
including the ConstitUtion of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria 1989. 

. .i 
Forfeiture of Assets (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Decree 1990. 

\ 

\ 
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":: ; .. ~ '.~.' ,- ' .. ,' 

Ccn.s1itution oJ the Federal Republic oJNigeria (Cet1aIn Cauequential Repeals) 1999 No. 63 A 1971 

Jz./U' 

1990 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1992 

\993 

1993 

1993 

1994 

1996 

1996 

1998 

1998 

1998 

No. 

27 

28 

9 

21 

24 

29 

63 

107 

12 

2 

27 

3 

34 

35 

TItle 

National Council of State Decree 1990. 

Execiltive Power (Constitutional Amendment, 
Etc.) Decree 1990. 

Tri"\lunalS (Miscellaneous .Provisions) Decree 
1991. 

AssociatiQn of Individuals (Dissolution and 
~tion, Etc.) 1992 Decree. 

Academic Staff Union of Universities 
(Proscription and Prohibition from 
Participation in Trade Union) Decree 1992. 

TreasOn snd Treasonable Offences Decree 
1993. 

National Guard Dec:ree 1993. 

Constitution (Suspension atld Modification) 
Decree 1993. 

Federal Military Government (Supremacy' and 
Enforcement of Powers) Decree 1994. 

Transition· to Civil Rule (lifting of Ban on 
Politics) Decree 1996. 

Ahmadu Beno University (Appointment of 
Sole Administrator) Decree 19%. 

Constitutional Court Decree 1998. 

Transition to Civil Rule (Political 
Progi"amme) Decree 1998. 

Political Parties (Registration and Activities) 
. Decree 1998. 

L 
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A 1972 1999 No. 63 Constitution o/the FedetaJ RepUblic o/Nigeria{Cerlain ConSequential Repeals) 

.Yel7· 
1998 

1999 

1999 

1999 

No. 

36 

3 

5 

6 

TItle 

.lpcal Gover:tmIent (Basic Constitutional and 
Transitional Provisions) Decree 1999, ' , 

State Gover:tmIent (Basic Constitutional arid 
Transitional Provisions) Decree 1999. 

. National Assembly (Basic Constitutional and 
Transitional Provisions) Decree 1999. 

Presidential Election (Basic Constitutional and 
Transitional Provisions) Decree 1999. 

MADE at Abuja this 26th day of May 1999. 

GENERAL ABDULSALAMI ALHAJI ABUBAKAR, 
. Head 0.( State, Commander-In-Chief 

of the Anned Forces, 
, Federid Republic of Nigeria 

" EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note does not jQrm pan of the above Depree but is 
intended to explain its purpon) 

The Decree repeals certain enactments which may not be 
in. consonance with the Constitution of the ,Federal Republic of 
Nigeria '1999 promulgated into law reCently. 

"PusuSHIID B,! ~ORJTY qF FIIDBRAl. MlLrrAR- 'GovmtNMBNT OF.NI~ 
AND PRmTEo BY TIlS MINISTRY OF INFo nON AND Ctn.1URB, PRnmNa DEPARl"MBNT, LAGOS 


