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Law No. 211
The President of the Republic of Nicaragua

makxas it Known to the Nicaraéuan people that:
The National Assembly of the Republic of Nicaragua
In the use”of its péwers:
HAS DECREED
:thé follo%iﬁg
ELECTORAL LAW
TITLE 1
SINGLE CHAPTER

Elections

b
F Clifton White Resource Center {"f
Intemational Foundation for Election Systems
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Article 1. : This law regulates the electoral processss for the
elections of:

1) President and Vice President of the Republic
2) Deputies to the National Assembly
3) Deputies to the Central American Parliament

4) Members of the Councils of the Autonomous Regions of the
Atlantic Coast;

5} Municipal Mayors and Vice Mayors;
6) Members of the Municipal Councils
The qualities, conditions and limitations for the citizens who

e to be candidates in the elections enumerated above are those
25cablished in the Constitution of the Republic and in this Law.
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Also, 1t regulates popular consultations which in the form of
a plebiscite or referendum may be convened on occasion; as well as
ch2 exercise of the citizen's right to organize and join political
carcies for the purpose of participation, elesction and the exercise
=Z nowar. It also regulates the obtaining and cancellation of the
iagal personality of political parxties and the resolution of their
conilicts, and also regulates the citizen's right to form civic
assoclations [(asociasiones de suscripcion popular] in order to

-

ticipate in the electoral processes in the cases established in
This Law.

le 2. : The Electoral Branch is entrusted with organizing,
ting and supervising the elections of authorities indicated in
receding article of this Law, as well as the plebiscites and
arenda, pursuant to the Constitution, the laws on the subject
and the regulations which the Supreme Electoral Council may adopt
Zoxr that purpose.
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article 3. : The elections established by this Law will take place
= the Sunday determined by the Supreme Electoral Council, within
: irst thirty days of the ninety which precede the date on which
arm of those who ‘have besn elected commences, according to the
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When the start of several terms of elected authorities
coincide, the ninety days to which this article refers will be
counted from the beginning of the period of the first authorities
wno are to take office.

if none of the candidates of the political parties or
iliances which participate in the first election for President and
ica President of the Republic should obtain at least forty-five
nt of the valid votes, a second election will be held between
those wno obtain first and second place. The Supreme Electoral
Council shall call the second election, which will be held within
the forty-filve days after the date of the first election.
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4. The Supreme Electoral Council shall draw up an
toral calendar with lead time for each election, indicating
ng other activities: the <term, the devaloopment, and ths
edure for the electoral campaign and election day.
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in the provisions established in the preavious article, the
a2 Elsctoral Council may modify or amend the electoral
timectable for duly justifiied causss.
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n2 Zlacroral Brancn

CHAPTER I

Elsactoral Bodias

rrzicle 5. : The Electoral Branch is composed of the following
zcdias
1) The Supreme Electoral Council

2) The Electoral Councils of thne departmants and the
autonomous regions of tnhe Atlantic Coast.

3) The Polling Stations.
Arcicle 6. The Supreme Elesctoral Council consists of five

principal Magistrates with thair respective alternates, electead by
th2 National Assembly from ssparate lists orovosed for sach post by
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the President of the Republic and by the Deputies to the National
Assambly in consultation with the pertinent civic associations.

Each Magistrate will be elected with the favorable vote of at
isast sixty percent of the Deputies of the National Assembly. The
Prasident of the Supreme Electoral Council will be slected by the
same vote.

The period for submitting ths lists will be fifteen days from
tn2 date elections are convened by the National Assembly. If no
1ist is submitted by the President of the Republic, those proposed
2v the Deputies of the National Assembly will suffice.

e 7.: To be a magistrate of the Suprsme Electoral Council
ollowing qualifications are required:

1) To be a Nicaraguan national;
2) To be in full enjoyment of c¢ivil and political rights;

3} To have reached thirty ysars of age and b2 no more than

seventy-five y2ars old on the day of th action.
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Lr-icle 8.: The following mav not be Magistrates of the Suprame

z) Belatives within the fourth degres of consanguinity or
second degre=2 of aiffinity with the candidates ifor

Prasident and Vice President of thes Republic;
In case they have b
3:2"*u=nrlal electlons, the wi
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elected prior to the
] be implicated and
orming their functions
during all of the electoral process and should install

thair alternatses.

2) Those entrusted with rasponsibility for popular elections
or who are candidates in any of tham.

3) The officials or employees of another branch of the
government in posts ramunerated with :reaSer, regional
or municipal funds, except as regards the exercise of the
teaching or medical profsssions.
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Active and non-active duty members of the military, with
the exception of those who retired at least twelve months
pefore the election.

Those who have at any time renounced Nicaraguan
nationality and have not recovered it five years prior to
the election.

Also principals or alternates bound by conjugal or
kinship links within the fourth degree of consanguinity
or the second of affinity may not be Magistrates.

The Magistrates of the Supreme Electoral Council shall

o organize and direct the elections, plebiscites or
aferanda which are convened in accordance with the
visions of the Constitution and the Law.

To appolini tha members of the other alactoral bodies or
115 S=cratary (Secratario de Actuaciones] in accordance
~ith this Zlectoral Law

——

10 draw up the electoral calendar.

To apply 1in the exercise of their
constitutional and legal provisions
2lectoral procsss.

attributes the
referring to the

To hear and settle in the final instance the resolutions
which the subordinate electoral bodies make and the
claims and challengss whicn the pvolitical parties may
file.

To lay down, according to the Law governing the subject,

he pertinent m2asures such that the electoral procasses
re fully guarantsad.
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TOo grant the accreditation corresponding to ths electoral



process observers.

8) To demand from the corresponding bodies conditions of
security for the political parties in the elections.

9) To carry out the definitive scrutiny vote count of those
cast 1in the elections and to make the definitive
declaration of the results.

10) To adopt its own regulations.

11) To organize and maintain the central registry oI the
civil status of persons, citizens' idsntification card
and the eleactoral register.

12) To grant legal personality as po1*“ical varties to the
associations which satisfy the requirsments established
by Law.

i3) To cancel and suspend legal personality of the political
parties who do not achieve the election of at lesast one
delegate in the general elections and in other casas as
gstablishad by Law.

14) To monitor and resolve conflicts over the legitimacy of
lagal repressentatives and directors of ool' ical par:ties
and regarding the compliance with legal provisions which
rafer to political parties, th2ir  By-Laws and
Regulations:

15) Others which the Constitution and the Laws may coniar.
~roicle 11 The Magistrates of the Supreme Zlectoral Council,
orincipa and alternates, shall take possession of their posts
before € President of the National Assembly, in plenary session,
aftar their swearing-in.
rroicle The guorum of the Suprams Elsctoral Council will be
formad by four of its members and the decisions will be mads by
Zavorable vote of at least thres of ifs mempers. The Magistrates
mav Jjustify their wvote stating it aloud or 'n writing. 3oth
aczions will be added to the corresponding Minutcas.
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arcicle 13: The Supreme Electoral Council shall consult with the
colitical organizations before ruling on the calendar and electoral
2Chics.

Also it shall consult on the allotments made to the political
arties, party coalitions and civic associations pursuant to this
and 1t shall also give cpinions on other matters as it sees
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Artcicle
Suprama
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2}

3)

1)

5)

5)

7}

g}
Arzicle
1)

2)

CHAPTER II

The President of the Supreme Electoral Council
and the Magistrates

The following are attributes of the President of the

4.
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Electoral Council:

To preside over the Supreme Electoral Council and convene
it on his own initiative or at the raquest of three of
its members.

To exercise official and legal representation of the
Supreme Electoral Council.

To comply and endure compliance with the resolutions of
the Council.

To administer the elactoral body and coordinate its
activities.

rezate the posts of auxiliary personna! and nominate

TOo proposs for approval by the Suprems EZlactoral Council
zn= nomination of the Sacretary thereoi, a post which may
~ot fall to any of the principal or alternate
Magistrates.

al directors of

TO propose r
ectoral Council for

this State
approval.

Others which the Law and the Council's resolutions may
confer upon him.

15. -~ Functions of th2 othar four Magistratas are:

To participate in Ch2 sessions and in deciding on
resolutions of ths Supra2me Electoral Council, by voice
and vote.

1

To aid the President in the sxsrcise of his functions and
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axercise those which are assigned to them by resolution
of the Council.

Thay may  assume specific functions, regarding:
registration for identification cards, relationships with
political parties, technical-administrative organization
and supervision of the electoral process and othear
executive functions.
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CHAPTER III

The Electoral Councils

e

Article 18.: For the organization and structure of thz elections,
nere shall exist in each department and autonomous regions an
iactoral Council consisting of a President and two Members with

thair respective alternates.

[

Appointment of the members of the Electoral Councils shall be

tne Supreme Electoral Council, from the lists of citizens
al representatives of political parties send for =ach
eir incorporation shall be pluralist and no more than
intment may be given to the same political party in each
1 Council.

po (8
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ne political parties shall have a period of fifteen davs from
1f i eir prooosals and if thay do
Supreme Zlectoral Council shall proceed to their

Tor thelr formation tha Supreme Slectoral Council shall take
inz2> acgount  the political oluralism =astablished in  the
CInsTIlTazian
ArTizis 17

or tarritorial application of the pravious article,
zna districts and other 2lectoral effects shall be as established

2 Law OFf Political and Administrative Division of the Republic
ovides in departments and th2 autonomous regions of the Atlantic
3

Arzicls 130 The President and the Members of the Electoral
Zouncils nust meet the reguiraments of Articles 7 and 8 of this
2w T

n= respective alternatsz shall be incorporatad into the
Councll in case of the temporary or defi

rn

inicive absence of his

n th2 case of temporarv absance of the Presidsnt, that oiifice
572.1 b2 assumed by the Membar which th2 Suprame Elactoral Council
Za2siznacaes from among th2 principal Members ol the said Council.

The Supreme Elesctoral Council must replaca2 the alternatas

h
Q
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oarmanently absent Members of the Electoral Councils, appointing
:heir successor the lists of citizens sent by reprasentatives of
political parties. In the absence of said lists the Council shall
ragusst same.

In order to be a Principal Member or alternate on the
2ctoral Councils it is required that one be nominated by the
iitical parties participating in the respective electoral process
d the said Supreme Electoral Council in turn shall proceed at
helr own initiative or at the petition of a legitimate party to
saparate the Members who do not mset these requirements and replace
znam under the terms of Article 16 of this Law.

Article 19. - Attributes of the Electoral Councils are:

1) Appolnting and granting possession to the members of the
Polling Stations from lists proposed by the political
parties and the civic organizations of which they are
comprised, transferring said powar to the Supreme
zlectoral Council.

2} Granting credsntials to poll inspactors {fiscales] from
the political  9parties, party alliances or civic
associatlions

3) Supplying to the Peolling Stations, in the presence of the

duly accredited poll inspactors £rom the political
organizations participating in the electoral procsss, the
voting ballots, records and other documents and materials
in the necessary qguantity for election day requirements.

4) Making known to tha public, from the start of the
electoral campaign, the exact location of the Polling
Stations and their district's area, ordsring that the
list of the voters included in the raspactive electoral
register 1s posted on the outsids o©of the pramises
corresponding to each district.

3) Adopting the necessary measures within ths Law for the
proper development and completion of ths elections and
popular consultations in their district.
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5) Report before the competent authority the violations

of the electoral legislation committed by orivate persons
or public officials.

7) Oversee the «correct functioning of the electoral
organization of their district.

8) Receliving from the Polling Station the vote count, the
sealed bags containing the electoral ballots and other
reports on same.

9) Carry out the review of the arithmetic of the votes of
the vote count.

.
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Varify the wvote count from the Polling Stations wnose
their results have been duly challenged. According to
their findings, it shall draw up the respective Minutes,
wnich it shall send to the Supreme Electoral Council.
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immediate notice to the Suprsms Electoral Council
and the corresponding volice authority of

of the public order which in any way threatens ths
clarity and freedom of suffrage.

12) Admit, procass and rssolve thes petitions, claims,
complaints and appeals filed before any authority by
1tizens or political organizations participating in the

13) Adopt the necessary measures within the Law for the
proper development and completion of the plsbiscites and
raferenda 1n 1its dilstrict.

=3

All other things which may result from this Law, its
Regulations or the provisions of tha Suprame Electoral
Council.

20. - The quorum of the Electoral Councils shall be

srrad with the majority of its members. Decisions shal be made
2 agresement of tne mempbers. In case of a tie resident

shzll have a double wvote. In Electoral Council sessions, the
ilawvars of the political organizations appointed to act beiore them
mayv participate without the right to vote, when any of ths members

rr
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22 zhs Council so request.

Article 21. - The President convenes, presides over and
re;va*aﬁcs the Electoral Council. He shall have in his charge the
aZministration of the corresponding electoral body and shall
oroposa to the Electoral Council the appointments of auxiliary
s2rsonnal

Aarcicle 22. - All the functions of these Councils shall end

i 2 days after the elected national authorities take possession of
ficea or regional or municipal  authorities take possession of

sIIiz2 wnan these elections do not coincide with the national ones.
CHAPTER IV
The Polling Stations

argicia 23, - In each Municipality a suificient number of
S5.ling Stations shall bs esstablished before which a maximum of
Isur hundrad slectors shall exercise their right to vote. The
Zamarzation in which they shall exercise their functions shall be
Zi2Tarmined Dy the Supremsz Electoral Council by means of
sfministrazivae resolution publishned with sufficient time. The
Fzlling Stations shall be installed in vplaces, premisss, day and
-im2 321 v Th2 Supreme Elsctoral Council

arzicia 24. - The Polling Stations shall consist of a
trasidant and two membars who shall have their respective
zsltarnaces. They must have the qualities required in Articles 7
and 3 of this Law, with tne exception of minimum age required,
~nizn shall be 18 years.

Articls 25.- The members of the Polling Stations shall be

zzcpoinzed by the Electoral Council of the corresponding department
sr auionomous region from lis-s submitted by the vpeolitical parties
n nave legal personalicty.

ﬂ

The shall have =a plv_ alist make-up, no more than one
zzcoiniment from the sam oiitical organization allowed per
sclling Station

Lack of a proposal of tha sald political bodizs shall not
mindar their integration and functioning.
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The members of the Polling Stations must have been nominated
oy any of the said political bodies. The corresponding Electoral
Council shall proceed at their own initiative to remove from office
those who do not £ill this requirement and shall replace them
sccording to provisions in this Article.

Article 26.- The Polling Stations shall have a quorum with a
majority of their members, and for their decisions two concurring
votes shall suffice. 1In case of a tie the President shall haves a

double vote.

Article 27. - Attributes of the Polling Stations are:

} To wverify that the citizens are registered 1in the
corrasponding definitive list of the electoral register or gqualify
.

ra2gisgration of citizens pursuant to the reguirements of Law and
aucthorize it if it is in order.
2} To guarantes the exercise of suffrage.

3) To receive tn= vot2s in the corresponding ballot box or

boxes.
4} Conduct tha vote count
3) Guarantes ordar in the corresponding district, during

5) Racsive and process challenges and appe2als in accordance
with what is established in this Law.

7} Permit duly accredited observers accsss to the premises

f=1
during the appropriats period.

8) Other things provided by this Law and the resolutions of
the Supreme Electoral Council.

The Poll Watchers



15

Article 28. - For registration, voting and vote count each
litical party, alliance of parties and civic association which
have candidates registerad has the right to name a poll watcher
nis respective alternate before the Supreme Electoral Council,
Electoral Councils, the Polling Stations and the Computer
rs,
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Appointment of the poll watchers may made after the beginning
ne electoral campaign and up until forty-eight hours befores tha

o} <
elactions and they must report to the corresponding bodies.

It is the obligation of the Supreme Electoral Council to
liver the credentials to the poll watchers at least ten days
paiore the election day. Also it shall deliver to the Departmental
Councils sald credsntials 1in the same amount of time and in

— e = =g

sufificient quantity to satisfy any necessary replacements.

Failure to appoint one or more poll watchers on the part of
ticipating instituticons, in ons or more of the electoral
will not impsde their functioning.

In the case of the definitive failure to appoint a poll
wazcher prior to the limit establishad for accrsaditation, but
zzIore the closing of the electoral campaign, the compstent body

L1 grant its replacement at the request of ths corresponding

T 2 25. - Thes poll watchers named in accordance with the
acove article will have, 1in =ach case, the following powers:

1) To be present on the premises and inspect the functioning
of each Polling Station during the day of registration, voting
and the vote count.

2) To request from tha prasident of the Polling Station a
copy of the Opening Minutes, of its Constitution, of the
cilosing of voting and of the vote count.

3) To accompany the president of the Polling Station or in
cas=2 of his absence any mémber of the Polling 3Station at the
ramission of the telegram to the Supreme Electoral Council
raceiving a copy of same and at the delivary of the records
and other documasnts to th2 Zlectoral Council.
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4) To be present in the Departmental Computar Centers and

)
inspact the reception and processing of the reports of the
Polling Stations.

5) To be present in the Electoral Councils and inspect the

updating and correction of the electoral Register or of the
registered voter lists.

)  To be present in the Electoral Councils and monitor the
ption and processing of the information coming from the
ing Stations and in the verification of the vote count
c¢h will only be carried out when there ars complaints or
eals filed against any election, in any of the Polling
Stations.

g N ;M
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7) Request from the President of the EZlectoral Councils a

copy of the reception records and of the documsnt containing

n= results of the electoral process procedures from the
)

3) Accompany the Electoral Councils to the delivery of the
records and other documents to the Supreme Electoral Council.

9} To b2 present in ths National Computer Center of ths
Suprame Electoral Council and monitor the reception and
orocassing of the reports from the Polling Stations and of the
Zlacgzoral Councils

10) To make observations on the records when they see f£it and
to sign them. Reifusal to sign the records will be recorded
therein, with the reasons that they may state; their signature
is not a requisite for validity of same.

11} To file the appeals contained in this Law.

Others provided by the laws and the resolutions of the

12)
Supreme Electoral Council.

TITLE IV

Citizens

CHAPTER I
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The electoral rights of citizens

Arricle 30.- Universal, equal, direct, free and secret suffrags is

right of the Nicaraguan citizens, who shall exercise this right
in accordance to the provisions of the Constitution and the Laws.
YNicaraguans who have reached sixteen years of age are citizens.

U]

Lrnicie 31. -~ In order to exercise the right of suffrage the
zizizens must:

’-—l
o
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in full enjoyment of their rights.

[t

) Ba registered in the electoral rolls or be registerasd in
the permanent electoral register.

1) Zollow the procedures established by the Elasctoral Law and
tha ragulations of the Supreme Electoral Council.

CHAPTIR II

On the electoral register

tr-icla 32. - In the electoral processes regulated under this Law,
tn2 following shall be ucilizad

1) The idantity card granced in accordance with the
Cotizan's dantificarion Law for the identification of vErs,

2) Tha supplementary voting document or c¢ivil document
grantad in accordance with this Law.

3} Tha electoral register which the Supreme Electoral Council
may draw up for Polling Stations based on the issued identity
card or by the supplementary voting document which, in
conformity with the provisions established in this Chapter,
will contain: ’

3.1 Ths number oI the identification card or
supplementary voting document.

3.2 The given names and surnames of those for whom it is
issued.
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3.3 Sex.

3.4. Home address, which must indicate department and
municipalicy.

3.5 Date of the issuance of the card or of the

supplementary voting document.
3.6 Date of expiration of the card.

The  supplementary wvoting document or civic
identification card shall be granted to the
citizens who, having requested their card havs not
had it issuad te them, due to not having duly
legalized their situation in ths Register of Civil
Status oif persons, as long as they have met the
requirements necessary for the exercise of the vote
pursuant to this law.

Arciclia 33. - A citizen with right of suiirage when granted

nis idenzity card, supplamentary voting documant or civic

£ on card remains ragistered at ths Polling Station in

esponds to nim o vote according to the provisions of

Suprema =Zlactoral Council shall take the necessary

~2z3:r23 T2 k22D the elsctoral register up to date, excluding d=ad

3 nosa wnoss card nas been cancelsd or suspended in

=zaordanca with the provisions of the Citizan Iden

~Z including those who racantly received tha

tification Law
ir identificatztion
ris and the duly processac changes of address.

Nicaraguans who are going to reach sixtean ysars of agz2 no

lat2r than the day before or on the date of the elections may ask
I5r their identification card before the ninety days which pracede

znat date. The Supreme Electoral Council shall issue them their
tive card or supplementary voting document sixty days beifore
actions as long as thsy have complied witch the corresponding

icie 34. - The Supram2 Electoral Council shall keep an
£ cicizens for each Polling Station.

2]

icle 35. - The respactive electoral registers shall be
S th2 places where ths Polling Stations
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function at least ninety days before the day of the vote.

Article 36. - In the case of identification cards issued in
ccordance with the terms established in Article 37 of the Citizen
eﬂtlfication Law and of the supplementary voting documents or
ic identification card, the electoral registers will be
1is‘ned in the same way, fifty days in advance.
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Axticle 37.- The Supreme Electoral Council shall provide each
2 of the political parties, alliances or civic associations which
v participate in the elections the maps of the Polling Stations
3 the corresponding electoral registers of citizens at least

vs before the day of the voting, except as established in
eding article.

Article 38. - The citizens may submit objections to the
alacroral registers within thirty days following their publication.

Articla 39. - The parties, alliances or associations which
icipate in the election must submit thelr objections within
thirty days following the reception of the elesctoral registers. iIn
ase of Article 35 of this Law, the period will bz twenty days.

Articla ¢0. - The objections must be resolved in time, in
sriar to publisnh 1n the place wnere the Polling Stations will
Zunztion, th2 definitive electoral registers and to supply them to
participating political organizations thirty days before the date
oI tha voting

Article 41. - Only those registered 1in the definitive
raspactive electoral registers may vote at a Polling Station; to

a

preceding article refers to the registers, with the exceptions
zszablished in this Law.

If a citizen qualified to vote does not appear in the
sactoral register of the Polling Station corresvonding to the
ca of his usual residence but does possasses his identification
ard, civic identification card or legally issued supplementary
documant and proves that he resides in the territorial jurisdiction
agpactive Polling Station, the President thereof will
suthorize the exercise of suffrage and will record this fact in the
ive record.
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Article 42. - The citizens who change their homz address. must
notify the corresponding Municipal Deputy for Idsntification within
the thirty days following the move to initiate the process of
registration in the corresponding Polling Station.

Article 43. - In no case shall applications for home address
changes be submitted to the Polling Stations within the ninety days
prior to an election, plebiscite or referendum. The citizen who
nas not made his application in time will be able to exerciss the
righc to vote in the Polling Station at which he is registersd.

CHAPTER III
Registration of Citizens

Article 44. - In case of not being abls to utilize the

carmanent electoral register to which the previous chapter rafers

i~ soma municipalities, the Supreme Electorxal Council shall proceed
Thar2 with the registration of citizens in accordance with
orovisions in this chapter.

Article 45. - Nicaraguan citizens nave the duty to have
Themsalvas registered in the Polling Station which corresponds to
in accordance the provisions of tnis Law and in the period
stanlisnad foxr that purpose by the Supreme zZlectoral Council. In
a for

anyv cass, istration must be carried out besfore thz beginning of
et aLec:oral campaign.
Article 46. - Nicaraguans who are not of lagal age to vots at
of eglstratlon but who w111 *each 1=g al

ags before or on

Article 47.- Registration shall be conducted in the Polling
Szation of the place where the citizens usually ra2side even though
Tnay may be temporarily elsewhe

Memoers of the Army of Nicaragua and of tha National Police
37all register in the Polling Station which corrasponds to the
c.laces wnere they are stationsd.

Mambers, poll watchers and auxiliaries of a ?Polling Station
shall ragister at the Polling Station to which tThav ars assignad.
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Nicaraguans who are temporarily outside the countrv for
sons of education, healtn, business or pleasure, may be
isterad at the Consulate with jurisdiction in the place where
v find themselves, during the periods established for that
se. Nicaraguans who are members of the divlomatic corps also
xercise this right. The vote shall be cast in Nicaragua in
corresponding Polling Stations, with any exceptions as may be
stablisned in this Law.
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The Supreme Electoral Council shall establish the standards
iill=gible words] this provision.

Article 48.- The Polling Stations shall be installed 1in the

siacaes, premises, days and hours set for the registration of
zizlzens by the Supreme Electoral Council. Thare will be Polling
Szations in the border territories which facilitats registration

znd woting for Nicaraguan citizens resident in bordering countries.

= 3 - Registration is personal and cannot be
acad. In order to identify themselves and verify their age
icig .

2} INSS card {social sacurity]
3} Driver's license
4} Passport

ha citizens who do not have the documents to identify them
—ay Dprasent two suitable witnesses who under legal pledge testify
o Th2ir identity and age. Reglistration will be completed with the
sizrnazure and the fingerprint of the citizen. Those who do not
wnow how ©Oo sign may use their fingerprint. In case of persons
Lac<ing upper =2xtremities not2 shall be made of that circumstances.

.Tha a2vidance shall be =valuated accoxding to the rulss of

scund judgement by the Polling Station, which shall accept or deny
i1n2 registration.

Article 50.- Registration shall occur in the voter catalogs
;nich sach Po lllqg Station shall receive. Voter catalogs shall be
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identified with their own number and with the nama, locaticon and
number of the Station.
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Article 51. - The following shall be recorded in the voter
catalogs:

1} First and last names of the citizen.

2) Date and place of birth.

3) Sex.
4) Piace of usual residence and address.
5) Signature and £fingerprint. If he can not sign, the

fingerprint will suffice and when the person lacks upper
extremities, note of this circumstance shall bs made.

&) Whather the citizen on any occasion exercised the right
to vote in the past, marked in a special square.
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ication used and the corresponding number.

ticle 52. - Ths registered wvoter list shall be kept in
duplicate. One copy shall be Kept by the Supreme Elactoral Council
and i

ha
Elector Council of the corresponding district

cizie 53. - In the registered voter list the date of
istration and of wvoting shall be noted; it shall include a
ord oI thea opening and closing signad by the members of the
olling Station and by the poll watchers if they so desire.

Article 54. - Each day aftsr the registration is finished the
Polling Stations shall send the list of those registered to be
oublishad by means of posters posted in the registration locations.
Tha posters must remain there for ten days. They shall contain the

number and code of ragistraticn and the first and last names of the
citizen

Article 55. - ©Each registered citizen shall rsceive a civic
ideanzification card which shall contain:

1) Tirst and last names.

2} Age and sex.



3) Home address.
4) Location and number of the Polling Station.
5) Regilstration number.

5) Space to mark whether he exercised his right to vote.

7) Seal and signaturss of the President and any other mamber
2 Polling Station.

Article 56. - The Supreme Electoral Council may improve the
Iormat and classification of the elector catalogs technically.

Article 57. - The elector catalogs shall be remitted by the
2olling Stations to the corresponding Electoral Council and to the
Supreme Electoral Council when the registration period is
conciuded. The corresponding Electoral Council shall proceed at
—hair own initiative or at the request of the interasted parties to
2xamine them and correct them i1if the case so resquires.

Article 58. - The interested parties may reqguest the
:3r*=soonding Electoral Council to correct any =rrors of incorrect
2Zisczration and omissions

The intersstaed party, for ourposes of tha above article, is
undarstooZ to be the aiffected citizen hnimsa2lf and political
partias, alliances and civic associations.

Article 59. When the appellants request for the inclusion or
axcluslon of a citizen from the =slector catalogs, they must do so
in writing, which can be submitted to the Council or to the
corrasponding Polling Station within a period of ten days after
ragistration are cleosed. The Statilon, depending on the case, shall
ramiz the petition to the respective Electoral Council, which shall
ruale within the five days following receipt of th= petition.

Article 60.- When a civic identification card is destroyed, is
.25t or contains errors, the citizen shall app=ar before the

zorrasponding Electoral Council raguesting raplacement or
corraection as the case may be. The Council shall ruls by the third
day according to ths merits of the request. The period for
submitting the request shall expire thirty days after the election
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TITLE V

v

Political Parties

CHAPTER I
Putles and Rights

Article 61. - Political parties are public law juridical
c2rsons of public right comprised of Nicaraguan citizens.

They shall have their own principles, political program and
curposes. They shall be ruled by their bylaws and regulations,
subject to ths Constitution and the Laws.

Article 52. - Rignts of the political parties are:

1) To freely organize all over the national territory.

2) To spread their princivles and peolitical programs witlhox
iZ2o0logical rastrictions, excespt thoss establishad in the
Zanstitution

3} T2 proselviiezs

¢} To adopt their cwn by-laws and regulations.
5) To pronounce on public issues subject to the laws.

5) To appoint and replace at any time their representatives
pefore =lectoral bodies.

7) To enter candidates in the elections.

8} To have 1ts own propartiy.

9) To form alliances among themselves,

10} To nold private meetings and public demonstrations.

11) To collect the necessary funds for their operations,



according to this Law and others on the subject.

12) To have its national board of directors accredited by
Supreme Electoral Council as official observers during
part of the whole electoral process, according to

respective regulations.
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13) To receive a budget allotment for its parliamentary group

depending on the number of Deputies it contains.
Article 63. - Duties of political parties are:
1} To comply with the Constitution and the Laws.

2) To guarantee the greatest possiblea democr

participation in the election of their leaders and of

-..--

candidates for the different elections in which =t
participate as a polltlcal party. In th2 selection

the e2laction procass, that wnhich parmits ths full
compliance with this duty shall prevail.

3) To bhe transpar
economic endowmant, publishing rtnai
S

o

.
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ant and honest in th2 administration

tic
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ney

a2st

r £
annually and sending a copy to the Suprams

To comply with the rasolutions of ths Suprems Electoral

Council.

5) To inspire and promots the guaranteas of human rights in
tha political, economic and social resalms

5) To submit to tha Supreme Elec:ioral Council the

composition of its national, departmantal and mun1C1pal

bodies as the case may bs; the annulmant oI same,

as modification of tl_lr bylaws and regulations.
7) To respond to actions which are conducted within
firamework of tha alliances which th2y establish

other politica
they conduct with themn.
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and the sp2cific actions whi
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CHAPTER II

The Constitution of Political Parties

Article 64. - Citizens interested in constituting a political
party must report this to the Supreme Electoral Council,
dasignating a representative and his alternate.

Article 65. - In order to obtain legal personality the
int2rested parties must meet the following requirements:

=

Public document 1in which the political grouping is
constituted.

2} The name of the party they dasire to form, and the emblem
which shall c¢lesarly differentiate it £from the other
legally existing political parties.

3) The political principlas, programs and bylaws of same.

4) The endowmant.

3) Th2 name of its legal rspressntative and nis alternate.

5) <Constitute national boards of directors with a number oI

no le2ss than nine members.

7) Constitute boards of directors for the dspartments and
for the autonomous regions in accordance with the
Dolitical and Administrative Division, with a number of
no less than seven members.

8) Constitute municipal boards of directors of a number no

less than five members, in at least fifty percent of the
municipalities or each department or autonomous region.

The signatures of acceptanc2 of the members of the boards of
Ziractors must be authenticatad by a Notary Public who shall give
witn2ss to having been in their presence and that the signatories
nave theilr residence 1in the mnmunicipalities, dspartments or

o regions which they represent. Notarias who incur in
shood shall be subject to the sanctions =established in the

rn A\
=
= 1t
O
J
3
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g
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Article 66. - The requirements indicated in the precading
Article shall be submitted to the Supreme Electoral Council through
its Secretariat. The Council shall notify the political parties of
said submission, sending them to be heard and receiving their
responses, from those who so desire, within fifteen days.

1

Article 67. - The political parties may object in writing to
tha2 resquest within the period indicated and must substantiate their

If objection is raised the Representative of the petitioning
group shall be sent for, in order that he may respond within ten
ot with the answer or without it, the Supreme Electoral Council

snall ruls in accordance with the provisions of ths Law.

Article 68.- At any time in the processing the group
saticioning may correct the deficiencles which the Supreme
Zl2ctoral Council may indicate.

Article §9. - The Suprems Electoral Council, once the
orocadures and terms in the above articles are completed, shall
r:la o grant or deny legal personality to ths petitioning group.

ha groups or political movements which have one or more

Zzoutiss In tnh2 National Assembly and which have submitted their
T27iTion 1o ths Suprems Electoral Council under this Law, by
“iniszry of same, acguire thair legal psrsonality with all the
rights and obligations which correspond them as a political party.

The political parties which acquire their legal personality by
Minisiry of this Law shall submit to the Supreme Electoral Council
=n2 composition o©f thelr National Board of Directors, new
ie;ar:ﬂ -;al boards and £fifty p2rcent of the municipal boards
=orrasponding to the respective departments.

They must also present their principles, bylaws, namss and
ezblams, distinct from thoss oI other legalizsd parties, for its
iZantification within a period of thres montnhs as established by
{5 Law; if they do not comply with these requirem=ants they shall
zna judicial personalﬁ*y granted thereby.

Article 70. - The procedure indicated in this chapter shall be
zoplizd as regards any petition £or change of smblem or name of the
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o2liczical parties.

'3

Article 71. - The requirements shall be the same ones
1

stablishad for the national parties, but remitted to the political
ministrative division of the autonomous regions.

1]

{1,

A1l

The regional parties may nominate candidates for mayors, vice
and municipal councils and for council members and deputies
autonomous regions.
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CHAPTER III

Th2 cancellation and Suspension of Legal Personality for
Political Parties

Article 72. - The Supreme Electoral Council may, upon its own
t the request of the Attorney General or of othsar
arzies, cancel or suspend the legal personality of
- ;

rzies due to praoven non-compliance with the duties
in this Law.

]

¥y prohibits its opera
1

tion for a
ation dissolvas the part

£
tima. Cancsl y.

"

Arzizia 73, - Mon-compliance with ths sections 1), 2), 3), &)
znZ 5} of Arzicls 63 and of the Ethical Standards for Election
Zaropzizns In ohils Law ars causes for suspension.

Article 74. The following are causes for cancellation:

1) Racurrance of a fallurs of compliance with that
astcablished in the praceding article.
2) Violation of the oprovisions on origin and use of

financing establisned in this Law for political parties
ragarding their responsibilities.

3) Self-dissolution oI the political party or merger with
anochar one.

¥

4) Not obtaining the eslection at least of one Deputy in
gsneral elections.
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Article 75. - Once the procedure is begun on its own
iniciative or the petition for suspension or cancellation is
racaived, the party affected shall be sent for to be heard and
given six days to respond as it sses fit.

With or without the responss, once the above mentioned time
has passed, the Supreme Electoral Council shall begin taking
testimony for ten days and shall rule within fifteen days.

Article 76. - After the Suprame Electoral Council, using the
sowars conferred upon it by this Law, ‘rules on the definitive
vasolutions regarding political parties, the political parties or

2zictioning groups may appeal to the Courts of Justice.

TITL

tr

VI

The Nomination of Candidates

CHADPTZER I
Policical Parties and Coalitions

Artigle 77. - For the nomination of candidatss, political
Tarzisas must prasent to the Suprame Electoral Council a written
rzzuast wilch must contain

1) Certification stating lagal personality

2) The name of its isgal respresentative and that of the

alternate

3) The identification of ths election or elections in which

they shall participate

4) The lists oi candidatss with the rasidsnce, place and

date of birth and length of residencs in the
municipality, department or ragion as the cass may be.

5) The name of the office for which it nominates them.

5) The initials, emblem and colors which hava bean adooted
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for their identification in accordance with the
provisions oi Article 65 of this Law.

Article 78. - For the nomination of candidates, the coalitions
of political parties must submit to thes Suprem= Elactoral Council
a written petition wnich must contain:

1) Certification which confirms the legal personality of the
political parties which comprise it.

2) Public Document which confirms the ceonstitution of the
coalition and its name.

3) The requirements of sections 2), 3}, ¢)
preceding article.

, 3) and §8) of the

Article 79. - The Supreme Electoral Council, once compliance
wigh the reguirements whicnh candidates must meet in accordance with
Znh2 provisions of the Constitution and the laws on the subject and
the Cwo preceding articles has besen confirmed, shall procesed with
Ih2 registration of the nominated candidates.

Article 30 - A political party which forms part of an
=_a2ctoral coalition mayv not nominate its own candidates in the
Zistxyict whnare tha coalition in which it participatses does so, for
~n2 same ofiicss. For purposes of tnis provision, political
bodi=s may form political coalitions for

1) Participating in ail the elections

2) Participating in somes of the elections

3} Participating in a speciiic election.

The parties or coalitions of parties may enter candidates for
all the elections to which Article 1 of this Law refers.

The civic associations may nominate candidatzss for mayors,

=2 mayors, municipal councils in ths whole country and for
“ambers of the Councils of the autonomous rsgions of the Atlantic
as

Article 81. - Thoss wno do not me=t the ¢gualifications, who
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are not qualified or who are prohibited in accordance with ths
orovisions of the Constitution and the laws on the subject cannot
ba registered as candidates for elected office described in Article

L of this Law.
CHAPTER 88
Popular Nomination
Article 82. - Nicaraguan citizens have the right to submit

didates by popular nomination to participate in the elections
farred to 1n the last paragrapn of Article 80 of this Law.

-
Car
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For this purpose they must introduce before the Supreme
Zlectoral Council:

1) Written petition signed by a minimum of Iive percent of
tne citizens included in the =lectoral Register
corresponding to the respective electoral district, with
their legal names and particulars inscribed by Law in the

tlectoral Registers from the last election.

2) The name, initials, =mblems and colors by which they wish .
to b2 identified.

3) Tha sguirements under numbers 2), 3), 4) and 5) o
A:ticle 77 of this Law.

h

4) The list of the notaries who shall ctestify to the
supporting signatures.

Article 83. - The petition reierred to 1n the preceding
l=2 must be created speciiically for each zlection and for each

Article 84. - The notaries shall reguirs the citizens to
orasent their identity card if thay have one or any other means of
igencification.

ITnclusion in the elector ragisters shall be a requirement

Ior the support signature or registration in the registered voter
lists of the last election, except for Nicaraguans who may not have
22

n of the required age or may nave a legitimate excuse.
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Article 85. - The Supreme Electoral Council shall registar the
candidacies by popular nomination when all the requirements
aszavlished the Law have been met.

General Provisions.

icle 86. - The political parties or coalitions may propose
s 1in one, in several or in all the districts of an

-
.

v

rr

m l“

ne lists which they submit for each district do not
arily need to have the total number of candidates.

Qagistration of a citizen for more than one office in the same
a_2ction shall not be accepted.

Article 87. - The Supreme Electoral Council shall establish in
zn2 =2lactoral calendar the legal period for the registration of
datas, which shall be prior to the appointment of poll
2rs. Political parties, coalitions or civic associations may
raplace or withdraw thair candidates in one, several or all the
: ts during the period indicated or during the e2xtension which
rs

Siscric
“n2 Supram2 EZlectoral Council may grant them.

Arzicia 33, - Wnaen the Supreme Electoral Council, 1in
zz-ordance with thes provisions of this Law, denies a petition or

r2Zusas 2 candidate due to the failure to comply with the
vazuirements of the Law, it snall notify the party, coalition or

civic association within three days following the rsasolution, in
ordar to correct the defects or to replace the candidates.

If tha notification is given within the 1last five days of the
razistration period, the Council shall give the applicant an
aZditional period of £five days, not extendable, to replace the
carndidates or correct thes failures.

Article 89. - Once the period of registration ends, the

t
[
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ame Electoral Council shall publish the lists of candidates in
-=2 principal written communications media, once, so that the

lizicdal parties parcicipating in the electoral process can
ilenge said candidacies beifore the third day.

Once that term has transpirad and no appeal has been filed or,
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naving been filed it was settled, the Supreme Electoral Council
s5nall send the definitive list of candidates to be published in the
Official Daily Gazette and in newspapers with national circulation.

TITLE VII
The Electoral Campaign

CHAPTER I
Campaign Advertising

Arcicle 90. - During the electoral campaign, th2 opening and
n f which shall be determined by the Suprame Electoral
, the political parties, coalitions of parties or civic

tions fielding candidatess shall develop activities aimed to

n ne votes of the citizens, explaining their ideological
crinciples, their political, social and economic programs and thair
sovzrament platforms, which may be carried out in any place in
¢h citizens with voting rights are found.

\Q
o

The electoral campaign shall have a duration of:

1} Savanty-five days £for presidential slections and for
2zputias to tha National Assembly and for the Central
amarican Parliament campaigns.

2) rorty-two days for elections of members of the Regional

Councils, Mayors, Vice Mayors and ths Municipal Councils.

n simultaneous elections area called the slectoral campaign
fers the greater period shall be utilized.

In the case where the electoral campaign has a s=cond run-off
slaction, it shall also be conducted betwean the intermediate

oariod, with a duration of twenty days.

Tne advertising period for the plebiscites and rafarenda shall

Arrzicle 91. - During tha electoral campaign the political
Tartias, coalitions or civic associations may, in addition to their
srdinary advertising, publish books, magazines, brochur=as,
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ts, loose pages, posters, signs and others; to make uss of
oress, radio and television and conduct proselytizing

tivities of wvarious kinds in accordance with the laws in force
d with the regulations of the Supreme Electoral Council.

All electoral advertising must identify the political party,
coalition or civic associlation which issues it. The printed

advertising must carry the copyright.

In addition, the following may also be utilized:

}—
~—

Loudspeakers both stationary and mobile, betiween seven in
che morning and eight at night.

2) Banners, placards, posters, drawings and other similar
means which may be fastened to buildings or fixturss,
with the authorization of the owner or innabitant but in
no case on public monuments or buildings, churches or

cemples.

Article 92. - The political parties, coalitions or civic
2ssocliations must receivs accreditation by tha Suprame Elasctoral
Zouncil for a repressntative and his alternate for curposes of the
2i=2ztoral campaign.

Arzicla 93. - The following procedures shall b= followad for
the nolding of public demonstrations during the electoral campaign:

1) The political parties, coalitions, and civic associations
shall submit an application to the corresponding
Zlectoral Council carry out the demonstration,

indicating the date, time, place and route at least a
week in advance.

2) Tne Electoral Council shall rule within forty-eight hours
following the submission of the application.

3) In case of demonstrations which may coincics in time and
place, the Electoral Council may modify the scheduling of
the activities, in consultation with the applicants in
order to aveoid disturbances of the peace. Thea
avplication submitted first shall have preference.



The Supreme Electoral Council shall coordinate witn the
corrasponding agencies such that demonstrations of another kind and

wnich ar not partisan do not interfere with the electoral
campailgn.

CHAPTER II
The Uses of Radio and Television Media

Article 94. During the electoral campaign for President and

irz2 President of the Republic, both for the first and second

2laction if there should be one and for Deputiss to the National
ssembly and for the Central American Parliament, the use of the

communications media shall be regulated as follows:

1) The Supreme Electoral Council guarantees to political
parties or coalitions of parties which field candidates:

[
-t

.1 Thirty minutes daily on each state television
channel

[
(3]

Forty-five minuzes daily on sach onz of the state
radio broadcasts

11 b= distributed among the political
itions in sgual shares.

po!

corrasponding to them all at one time or distributed during the
CELL For this purpose, they shall submit thelr proposal for
dar dates and program schedule to the Supreme Electoral
wnich, after considering them, taking into account the

(7 0
u
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he Supreme Electoral Council shall guarantee to the
political parties or party coalitions that may field
raegisterad candidat=s, the right to contract in the
private communications madia for theixr electoral
campaign.

3) Overall, it shall not be possible to devote daily to
a2laction advertising more tnan:
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3.1

Thirty minutes on each television channel

3.2

Forty-five minutes on each radio station
Two full pages in each newspaper

or coalition may contract more than 10% of the time
wed on the radios and the television channels.

state and private television channels and the
erent radio stations shall submit within a determined
iod their estimated price 1lists to the
toral Council, who shall establish same,
0 exceed the price set in ordinary times.

Supreme
which is not

(&1

party or
ormance

coalition shall pay
costs of thelr programs.

the production and

protect national companies the production and
of the radio and television programs must be
country, but this is not possible,
abroad. Suprems Electoral
such impossipility, after
rasponding bodies.

they may
Council shall rule
from the

Tha
decision
technical

vice-mavoral and municipal
oral Council shall guarante=z to
. coalitions of parties or civic

en minutes daily in each one of the state radio
stations which do not have national coverage, in those
districts which have registered candidates.

-]

Ten minutes daily on each one of the state radio stations
ith national coverages and three minutas on each state
ctelevision channel, at the close of the campaign, if thesy
rzgistered candidates at least in sixty percent of the
municipalities.

-]

.
e

Supreme Electoral Council shall
ion broadcasts to determine exten

classify radio

stat of their

-

=

=

]
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Article 96. -In the electoral campaign for Regional councils

n the autonomous regions of the Atlantic Coast, the Supreme
ctoral Council shall guarantee to the political parties, party
:oalit ions or civic associations:

1) Twenty minutes daily on each one of the state radio
stations of the autonomous regions.

2) Five minutes daily on each one of ths state radio
stations with national coverage and on the state
television channels for the opening and closing of the
electoral campaign.

Fnd

Ffree contracting may not exceed the times indicated.

These times shall be distributed among ths political bodies in
rts. In no case shall the minimum radio time be less than

inutes par wesak, although the total guarantsad time may be

1

Article 97. - The provisions regarding th radio and
ision media relating to the distributicon o time, the
dure for preparation of the calendar, scheduls, payment and

o
=
In

237ablighmant of prices, shall apply in the municipal elections and
“h2 2agional Councils of the Atlantic Coast autonomous regions.

2rticls 98. - The simultansous occurrence of two or more kinds
27 =2lactions does not produce a cumulative effect on the times
aszablished in the iforegoing articles. The alternative which
nifars the greatest amount of time shall be utilized.

CHAPTER I1il
General Provisicns
Article 99. - The rights established in ths two previous
chapters correspond exclusively to the political parties,
1d

=nzlitions or civic associations which have fi=lded candidates.

Arriclie 100. - Electoral advertising shall promote citizens'
carticipation in the elsctoral process.
ticle 101. -  Seventy-two hours befors election day all

*

2iactoral campaign accivity shall cease and the communications
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madia shall be at the order of the Supreme Electoral Council to
oroadcast information about the procedures for exasrcising the right
Lo vote.

Article 102. - The political parties, c¢oalitions or civic
associations which consider that their rights have been violated
mav appeal to the Supreme Electoral Council against the decisions
f the Electoral Councils, within the term of six days plus the
ariod for the distance, from the date o©of notification of the
orrasponding resolution.

0 'y O

he Supreme Electoral Council shall s2ttle the appeal,
evidence for a period of three days and nanding down the
ruling in the next three days.

CHAPTEZR IV
The financing of the eslectoral campaign

icle 103. - The Government shall designate a specific
vy allotment to finance thes costs of the eslectoral campaign
volitical paxrtiss, coalitions and civic associations which
rticipating 1in the elactions and another specific allotment
1 te it by way of loans through the Ministry of Finance.

ticis 104. - The Suprame Ele
-2 Zxacutiva Powar a draft bud £

~icla, and wno shall handle

toral Council shall submit to
r the purposes of the previous

gat
the necessary procedures.

h

Article 105. - All the political parties with legal
nal*ty shall have access %o financing and shall provide a

iz with real or similar guarantees for the amounts that they
razaiva, to ensure proper usz of the funds.

The political parties which have parliamentary representation
and have registered candidates shall recsive the budgetary
allotment in equal parts. Tnis shall not wvary, even when ths
parcies enter into coalitions and they shall always be individually
rasponsible for the proper us2 of th2 amount racsivad.

Th=s political parties or c¢oalitions discussad above must
the state the amount raceived 1f they do not obtain as a
lition at least ons D2puty or do not participate in the

£ 5
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The political parties which do not have parliamentary
ra2presentation may agree to the financing mentionaed in the final
part of Article 103, distributed in equal parts among the parties

no participate in the elections. Financing of each ona of these
arties shall not be greater than what is received by the party
which does have parliamentary representation. The obligation to
r2imburse the financing received shall only aoply to the political
rties or coalitions which do not obtain at least one seat or do
t participate in the elections.

OﬂJ

The term for repayment shall be five years with three percent
i3%) interest compounded annually on the balance.

Article 106. - Civic associations shall also have access to
Zinancing described in the same terms which are granted to the
litical parties without representation in the National Assembly.

Repaymant in thase cases must be made whan the candidate(s) do
in a third of the valid votes in the 2lections for Mayor or
Yige Mayor or [or membership in the Municipal Councils.

Article 107. - The financing discussed above for each party or
Tivi association may be distributed by tnsz Suprems Electoral
Council according to the districts in which ndigdates have Dbeen
rzzistarsd and the number of candidates registared.

02 Supreme Electoral Council shall make the corresponding

Article 108. - Ths political party, coalition, or civic
assaciation which receives state financing shall be obliged to use
iz =2xclusively for 1its electoral campaign and to render in
dozcumanted and detailed manner, a writien account of its investment

o} :he General Comptroller's Office of the Rapublic.

All sums originating from that £inancing and not used or
utilized for different purposss than those contemplated by this
Law, must be reimbursed to the State within thirty days following
tne 2nd of the electoral campaign.

Without prejudice to the offenses whicn may rssult from the
rap rt of the Comptroller, the mere fact of utilizing the funds for
-rposes different from that of the electorzl campaign shall be
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ifiad as fraud.

re
~
d
=
h

he responsibilities shall fall directly upon those who
d the offenses and those who assumed the responsibility for
nt of the funds received from the Supreme Electoral Council

o

Article 109. - The political parties, coalitions or civic
assocliations may receive donations £from Nicaraguan citizens
rasident in the country, within the amounts and limits and with
ragard to the requirements and terms established by this Law. They
3 not reaceilve them f£rom state institutions, private or mixed,
whather they are domestic or foreign. Donations coming from

ide the country are categeorically prohibited, except for
2chnical assistance and training.

icle 110. - Direct private contributions must be deposited

in sp2cial accounts opened in State banks for each political party,

n and civic association. For this purpose they shall open

3~ acgcount to receive the contriputions destined to centers for
ooiitical training and another for electoral campaigns.

ate contributions to the political parties,
ssociations shall be tax fre=.

n2 documentation of the direct private contributions to the
ia2s, coalitions and civic associations shall be

ties, coalitions and civic associations may not
iva directly or indirectly:

1) Anonymous private contributions, except for group
collections.,
2) Contributions coming from autonomous or decentralized

national, regional, departmental or municipal entities.

le 111. - The volitical parties, coalitions and civic

o s which receive pronibited contributions shall incur a
Iin2 2qguivalent to double the amount of the donation or illicit
sntripution, wilthout prejudice to the other sanctions established
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in this Law and the corresponding penalties for authorities,
ies and/or representatives who may have participated in the

Juridical persons who make prohibited contributions shall
a fine equivalent to double the amount of the illicit
ibution, without prejudice to the penal sanctions which

crrespond to the directors, managers, members of the oversight

ouncil, administrators, mandataries or representatives who may

a

Natural persons who make prohibited contributions shall incur
na equivalent to double the contribution made and shall be
ived of the exercise of the right to elect and be elected in
zanaral and party elections, at the same time they shall be
cualifisd from holding public office for tna term of two to six
vs, without prejudice to the penal sanctions which correspond.

} oo

[¢R
t
30
"i

in=s ra2ferred to shall be hesard and settled by the competent

: ity in accordance with the ordinary proceeding and
he revenue sarvice and shall bs in designated for
Supram2 Zlectoral Council for development of the identification

ivTigcla 112. - Th=2 political parties, coalizions or civic
as553°iaticns shall enjov dutv-iree status for importing electoral
zi-2rzisinz materials, with orior authorization of the Supreme
Tiactoral Council Customs must comply immediately with such
auzhorization

CHADTER V
Scthical Standards of the Electoral Campaign

Articia 113. - Election advertising must adhere to the

+alues, principles and rights enshrined 1in tbe Constitution.

C
ical pa ties, coalitions, and civic associations must strictly
zhical and moral standards and due consideration among
=3

3 ; and to ths candidatss nominated, the voters and the

rdvartising by political institutions must deal with programs
oI govarnmant and the values and principles which sustain t
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N2 same time they may promote public awareness of the political
zrajectory, qualities and virtues which heighten the image of the
candidates, who are prohibited from denigrating, offending or
diminish their adversaries.

Penal actions due to damage and slander committed against the
zandidates shall be consistent with common legislation.
The use of goods belonging to the State for political
ropaganda purposes is prohibited. In public offices no political
roselytizing may be practiced.

NO RIS

Any accusation of violation of this provision or of any

thar typs of coercion shall be dealt with as provided and

ascablished in this Law and those responsible shall be held
ra2sponsible for electoral crimes.

cle 114. - The Supreme Electoral Council, thirty days
e start of the electoral campaign, shall issue a specific
n of the electoral ethics.

Voting

CHAPTER I
Casting the vote

Article 115. - Citizens snhall go to the polls depositing the
222 at the Polling Station on whose list they are registered.
Article 116. - The day set for the voting, the members of the
ing Stations, with their respective alternates, shall assemble
he corresponding polling places at six in the morning. Once
tation is complete, the alternates shall withdraw from the
ing place. Voting shall commence at saven in ths2 morning.

]
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—
1--

Article 117. - The Polling Stations shall operate in the
ing place which the corresponding Electoral Council makes known
ne public for this purpose, within the demarcation established
ne Supreme Electoral Council in accordance with Article 23 of

Law. The Polling Stations must mest the requirements
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established by this Law in order to guarantee the secret vote and
che purity of the electoral process.

The Polling Stations which due to forces bsyond human control
nave to change their locaticns within thelr territorial limits may
co so with prior authorization from the Electoral Council of the
corresponding district.

Under no circumstances shall the Polling Stations be located
n military or police installations, party premises, houses of
colitical leaders, temples. It is also prohibited to install the
Polling Stations on the premises of bars, billiard parlors and
other centers of relaxation or of vice.

[N

Article 118. - Members of the Polling Stations shall draw up
Cp2ning Minutes and a constitution in the manner and with the
ccpies determined by the Suprems Electoral Council which must

x) Name and office of those who compose it.

2) Record that the polling place me2ts the established
conditions.

2 (= Y

n2 number of ballots receivad for the wvoiing.

4) l2cord that th2 Dballot boxes ware reviewad in the
presence oi the poll watchers, establishing that they are
empty and that they are closed and sszled in that state.

5) A copy of the Opening Minutes and constitution must
be delivered to esach of the poll watchers.

5} The signature of the members of the Polling Station.
These documents may be signed by ths poll watchers if
they so desire.

Article 119. - While ths voting proceseds and until the wvote

count is signed it shall be pronibited:

1) To change the polling place.

2) To illegally introduce or extract ballots irom the ballot
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boxes.

3) Remove papers or any other electoral material or any
documentation from the voting location.

It shall also be prohibited for members of the Station to
T themselves from their posts. If due to forces beyond human
rol, any of the members should have to be absent, the alternats

A7)
0
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must pe installed. If the latter can not do so the voting shall
continue with the members present. Everything shall be recorded in

nh2 Minutes.

Article 120. - The voting shall conclude at six in ths
2v2ning, it can not be closad while there are registered citizens
walizl neir turn, but thes voting can be considsared closed earlier
ragistarad persons corrssponding to the Station have already

Articia 121. - In every Polling Station thare shall be ballot
coxaes for all ballots in accordance with the regulations set by tha
Suprama Electoral Council.

ch wotaxr shall persconally present himself &zt tha
i ic

Poiliing Station, snhowing his identification card, his
supplamentary voting document or his civic identification
card

2) The Polling Station shall verify the wvalidity of the

10ity card, the supplementary voting document or the
civic identification card and if it corresponds to its

er: it shall be confirmed whether the voter is
registered on the electoral register or thes registered
voter lists as the case may be, to deliver to him the
corresponding 2lectoral ballots.

1t the voter is duly identified as a resident of that
slectoral district with his identification card, his
supplementary voting document or his civic identification
card and his name does not appear on the listing of the
alectoral register or in the voter catalog it appears
written differently from th2 one that the listed on the
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identify documents, the members of the Polling Station
must accept the exerciss of the suffrage, making nots of
this circumstance in the closing Minutes.

3) The President of the Polling Station shall explain to the
voter the way to cast the vote.

4) The voter shall mark on each electoral ballot with an "X"
or any other sign the square of his preference and shall
insert it duly foldad into the corresponding ballot box.

If the "X" or any other sign has been marked on the
ballot outside of the circle, but the intention of the

voter can be understood, the vote shall be considsred
valid.
Arcicle 123. - The membars the Polling Station , the poll

of

watgneys accradited before them and their auxiliary personnel,
iocated in the Polling Stcations other than thoss2 in which they are
=)

ragistared, shall be able to vote in them afifsr presentation of
tha2ir identification card, supplementary voting document or their
civic identification card and credentials. This shall be recorded
in zhe Minutes

Arzizle 124. - Wnen the act of voting is £finished, baiore
cl2zning off, tne thumb of the right hand must be put into

nd=2lible ink so as to mark it to the base of ths fingernail.

Xxing that finger ths sleczor shall introducs ths finger of the
2 hand or any other fingsr of his hands if the thumbs are
missing. The ink must be on the same table on which the Polling
ation operates.

Random samples of the ink shall be analyzed by representatives
nolitical parties bsfore the Supreme Electoral Council prior to
distribution to the Polling Stations. The job of distribution
these materials by the Suprame EZlectoral Council to the Polling
must be supervissd by the poll watchers of the

pating peolitical bodiss.
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icle 125. - Parsons who have a physical impediment may be
- :

ied by a trusted per*on to exercise thsir -1ght to vote.
11 be noted in th= respective minutes.
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When the physical impediment is that of the upper extremities
=n2 mark with indelible ink may be done on any visible part of thea
pocdy. This shall be recorded in the respective Minutes.

Article 126. - The following are prohibited on election day:

(=]

Arc

i
S

Spectacles or public meetings which interfere with the
holding of the elections,

Sale and distribution of alcoholic beverages,
Armed entry into the polling place,

Proselytizing or advertising, such as: buttons, caps or
T shirts or scarves or any other kind, inside the polling
vlace.

Arriving in a drunken state.
rorming groups around the polling places.

Placing propaganda from political parties, coalitions or
civic assoclations 1n the voting aresa.

thar activity which tends to impads or to disturb
normal conduct of the voting.

i
NS |
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Dresance of the Eleactoral Police inside the polling
place, unless called upon by the Polling Station.

le 127. - When the voting is completed the members of the
tion shall draw up the closing minutes, copies of which

a
livered to each one of the poll watchers and which must

The time when the voting ended.
The number of voters who voted.

The name of the poll watchesrs who wa2re prasent at the
voting and their complaints.

The number of ballots which werza receivad and thos=z



which were not used.

The members of the Polling Station and the poll watchers from
political parties, coalitions or civic associations must sign
Minutes.

1
© oy
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i1f the poll watchers refuse to sign, oprocedures shall be
Inllowed according to section 10) of Article 2% of this Law, but if
zn2y have filed complaints and did not sign, this shall be null and
void. The amount consigned shall be written in ink in letters and

- M >~
TLTDa2rs.

Appeals or challenges shall be submittad on ordinary paper,
manuscripts or typewritten, indicating the rezason and its
justification and must be signed by ths appellant poll watcher.

Article 128. - The Constitution of Nicaragua 2astablishes the
suffrage of all Nicaraguan citizens.
ise of the right to vote of Nicaraguan citizens residing
shall be restricted to the elaction of President and Vice
n e Republic and must be carrisd out under the same
purity, eguality, transparency, security, control,
suparvision and verification as that wnich is sxercisad within the
_: . .

nis cass, among other

r

or casting of the vota in
e

1) To qualify a location as Nicaraguan territory abroad
under the legal fiction of extraterritoriality.

2} Transfer personnel and electoral material from the
Supreme Electoral Council.

3) Presence of poll watcners from the political parties or
coalitions participating in the slactions with the same
powers established in this Law for suffrage within the
country.

4) Drafting of a register by the Suprame Elactoral Council

wnich enables determining and registering the number of
Nicaraguan citizens residing abroad with the right to a
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for the elections of 1996 the Supreme Electoral Council,
by means of the necessary evaluation, must establish
sufficiently in advance whether they can comply with the
conditions enumerated in this article and shall rule
according to their evaluation.

Resolutions of the Supreme Electoral Council must be decided
uranimously.

CHAPTER I1I
Vore Count
Arxticle 129. - When the voting is completed and the closing

“irmutes ara signed, the Polling Station shall proceed to carry out
Ih2 vouna count 1a the same polling place and in view of the poll

or that purposs the ballot boxes shall be opensd, after
S e

n2 s2lzctoral ballots snall be counted and s2xaminsd to verify

i rresponds to that of the parsons who voted.

Article 130. - Only a vota cast on the oificial ballot and

arked with an "X" or any other sign, in ona of the circles

2si 2d for that end and which clearly demonstrates the voter's

ion shall be considered a valid vote,

In a2 case in which the sign is outside of the circle but the
Lon £

lnTa2ntion O the voter can still be interprated it must be
considared valid

Article 131. - Ballots for which the intention of the voter
zan not be determined and thos2 deposited without marking shall be
null oand void

Arcicle 132. - valid votes shall be classified and counted
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Article 133. - The record of the vote count shall be drawn up
in the manner and number determined by the Supreme Electoral
Council, 1in accordance with this Law, including those which each
on2 of the poll watchers must receive and must designate:

1) The total numbar of votes cast.

2} The number of wvalid votes.

3) Thne number of null and veid votes.

4) The number of ballots received and those which were not
utilized.

3) The wvalid votes obtained by each political party,
coalition or civic association for the corresponding

2lection. The number of votes shall be recorded in the
document in numbers and letters.

5) Complaints made by the poll watchers as to ths validity
or invalidity of tha votes and about any other incident.
Mambers of the Polling Station and ths poll watchers from
tne political partiss, coalitions or civic associations

i 25 in accordancs with to this law.

I}

o [ o he President
ne Polliing Station shall r=port, in the presence and with the
irmation of the poll watchars, by telegraph or by any other way
5 the Suprame Electoral Council and to the respective Electoral
suncil tha results of the corrasponding vote count

rr

2 count is completad

.

ticls 135. - The Suprams Electoral Council, as it receives
telegrams and reports of the results of the vote count, shall

immadiately make them known to the poll watchers accredited before

zhat Council and shall make public partial, provisional reports.

rticle 136. - Tha President or in his absencs any member of
th2 Po l ng Station shall personally take to the Electoral Council
32 nis district, in company with the poll watchers who so desire

ani with dus protaction, tha Iollowing documants:

1) Th= Opaning Minutes and constituticn.
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2) The Closing Minutes.

3) The Record of the wvote count.

s

The valid votes.

"

The unused electoral ballots.

Gy

The invalid votes.

7] The cataleog or the list of voters.

Article 137.- The Electoral Council shall review the
aricthmetic of the votes in the record of ths vote count
i mediately received from each one of the Polling Stations. The

idents vreported in the documents drawn up in the Polling

S: tions which do not affect the validi“y of the voting process and

The Zlectoral Council can not open the bags or packages which
i the electoral ballots coming from ths Polling Stations
T in the case of a challenge or appeal agains: a determined
ion in any Polling Station. Said abppeals ox challenges must

tled by said Council wichin a maximum time pariod of forty-

che above has been concluded, it shall draw up a review
., a copy of which shall be immediately sant to the Suprems
1l Council, and which must £ill all the requirements applied
o the closing Minutes and Record of the vote count from the
3lling Station, as may be pertinent.

The Document shall be signed by the poll watchers from the
solitical parties, coalltlons or civic associations who are present
z2nd they shall receive copies of ut. If they refuss to sign the
proceedings comply with this Law, but if they have registered
complaints and did not sign they shall bz null and void.

The  Electoral  Council, when so raquestad by the
ra2prasantatives of the political parties, party coalitions or civic
assoclations which have concurred at the elsctions, shall issue
certification of the vote cocunt.
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ticle 138. - Once the final results of the vote count and
raviaws are received by the Supreme Electoral Council it shall
zotal them and proceed in accordance with provisions of this Law.

TITLE IX
SINGLE CHAPTER
The Plebiscite and the Referendum
Article 139. - A plebiscite is a direct consultation which is
-adse with the public regarding decisions which are within the

sowars granted to the Executive Power and transcendency of which
aZfacts the fundamental interests of the nation.

Article 140. - A referendum is the act of submitting directly
> th2 pe2ople laws orxr reforms of an ordinary or constitutional
naturs, for their ratification.

Article 141. - The initiative of the legislative Decre= of a
s.2biscite corresponds to the President of ths Republic or directly
=2 th2 people 1f requested with no less than fifty thousand
signatures.

Argicle 142. - The initiative of the legislative decres Ior a

r2Zerendum corresponds to one tinixd of the Deputies to the National
2mbly or directly to the people when requested with no less
fifty thousand signatures.

Argticle 143. - When the Legislative Decree to Convens 1is
zoprovad, the Supreme Electoral Council shall draw up the calendar
' : shall contain the duration of the advertising campaign and
i~z =election day. The Council shall apoly this Law where

The <financing for the advertising campaigns for the
iscites and referenda and the use of the communications media
n211 pe regulated as provided by the Suprems Electoral Council.

nda the option

Article 144. - In the plebiscites and rafer
sha ll be declared

wnich obtains the majority o©f wvalid votes
aoprovad.
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TITLE X
SINGLE CHAPTER
Zlectoral Districts
Article 145. - Election of the President and Vice President of

the Republic shall be carried out within the national territorial
limits.

Article 146. - Election of the twenty (20} national Deputies
2> the National Assembly and of ths twenty (20) Deputies to the
Cantral American Parliament shall be carrisd out within the
national territorial limits and in accordance with the provisions
2I this Law.

Article 147. - The election of seventy (70) of the ninety (90)
Zapuzlies to tha2 National Assembly shall bes carried out in
dapartmental electoral districts and those of the autonomous
ragions in accordance with tha following distribution:

1}  Department of Boaco, two (2) Dsputies

2 Da2partmant of Carazo, thra= (3)

B Daepartmant of Chinandega, six (5)

™ Depariment of Chontales, thres (3)

3, Depariment of Zstell, thrss (3)

5} Deparcmenc of Granada, thrse (3)

7) Department of Jinotsga, thres (3)

3} Dgpartment of Leon, six (35)

3}  Department of Madriz, two (2)

7} Department of Managua, ninzteen (19)

~.) Department of Masaya, four (4)

12} Despartment of Matagalpa, six (5

13} Department of Nuesva Segowvia, two (2)

i¢) Department of Rio San Juan, ona (1)

13) Department of Rivas, two (2)

15} Autonomous Region of Atlantico Sur, two (2)
71 Autonomous Region of Atlantico Norte, thre= (3)

Article 148. - The forty-fivse members of =ach ons of the
Pazional Councils of the autonomous ragions of the Atlantic Coast

11 be elected in fifteen =2lactoral districts according to the
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following territorial limits:
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Autonomous Reglon of Atlantico Sur:

1)
ices:

Within the urban

central area of

Bluefields, the

Beholden and Pointeen quarters
0ld Bank and Pancasan quarters
Santa Rosa and Fatima quarters
Punta Fria, Canal and Central quarters
San Mateo, San Pedro and Teodoro Martinez gquarters
Tres Cruces, Nueva York, Ricardo Morales Avilass and

eenth of July quarters

2} OQutside said central area the districcs ara:

Sa2w2n: Kukra Hill zone and Rio Kama
Zight: The zone which includes Haulover, Ricky Point, Laguna de
Perlas, Raitipura XKakabila, Set Net and Tashapauni
Nine Corn Island and Little Island
Tan The zone of the Rio Grande mouth
Ziawvan: The zone of tn2 Garifonos which includes 3rown Bank, La
T2, San Vicentes, Orinoco, Marchall Point and Wawaschang
Twe2lwva2: Those of the Ramas wnich include Ramacay, Turwanil, Dukunu,
Cans Crsek, Punta Aguila, Monkey Point and Wiring Cay.
Trnirctesn The zone of La Cruz
Tourteen: The zone of E1 Tortuguero
Tiftzen: The zone of Kukra River and the Bluif
In zones eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve and fourteen, the
Iirst candidate of the whole list presented must be Misquito,
Cr=ole, Sumo, Garifone, Rama and Mestizo, respectively.
For the autonomous region of the Atlantico Norte the districts
aTra.
ot Rio Coco Arriba (abovsz]
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Rio Coco Akajo
Rio Coco Llano
Yulu, Tasba Pri, Kukalavya

North and South shores

(balow]



Six: Suerto Cabezas, urban center, sector one
S2van Puerto Cabezas, urban center, sector two Llanoc Norte
Zight Puerto Cabezas, urban center, sector three
Nine: Siuna, sector one
en Siuna, sector two
laven: Siuna, sector three
~2lve: Siuna, sector four

urban Rosita

rural Rosita, Prinzpolica and El Empalme highway
Bonanza
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In the districts one, seven, thirteen and fourtsen, the first
andidate of the whole list submitted must be Misguito, Creole,
umno and Mestizo respectively.

5
Article 149. - Election of the Mayor and Vice Mayor of the
municipal councils shall be carried out by municipal district.
Argicle 150. - The plebiscites and referenda shall be carried
cuz in the district determined by the convening lagislative Decree.
TITLE XI

Election Results

CHAPTER I
Presidential elections
Arvicle 151. - Those elected President and Vics President of
tn2 Republic shall be the candidates of the party or coalition
ch during the first round obtains the majority of votes with at
i=2ast forty-five percent of the valid votes or during the second
round the greater nurmber of thoss votss, pursuant to Article 3 of

CHADTZR TII

Election of Deputies to the National Ass=mbly.
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152. - The national Deputies elected at large through
proportional representation by electoral guotient,

The national electoral quotient shall be obtained by
dividing the total number of valid votes cast in the

country for this election into the number of seats up for
election.

Each organization shall be assigned a number of seats
resulting from dividing the number of valid votes cast
for them into the national electoral gquotient.

)

w o3 =

(b

first candidates from each list shall be declared
acted as principal Deputies along with the alternates
til the numbsr of seats obtained by each organization
filled, by means of the national electoral quotient.

ats which remain to be distributed shall be assigned to
tical body in this way:

ter prior acjudication each organization's remainder
nall be determined. For any organization that did not
ach the electoral quotient, their total vote will b
idered remainder, as long as this is equal to o
r than the avsrage of the ragional electora

i

—= K

The remainder of votes shall be arranged in descanding
rder.

Tne seats which remain to distribute shall be assigned
on2 per organization in accordance with the decresasing
order established. If the distribution of seats still is
not completed this last operation shall be repeated.

According to the numbar of additional seats obtainad by
eacn organization, candidates for Principal Deputies
shall be declared elected along with the alternate
candidates who follow in the order of precedence on each
iist.

Article 153. - Thsz election of a Deputvy by dspartmantal
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ict and the autonomous regions shall be dones by initially

ning seats to each political organization by departmental
oral quotient or that of the autonomous regions according to
ollowing procedure:

The departmental or regional electoral quotient shall be
obtained by dividing the total wvalid votes cast for this
election in the corresponding district, among the seats
to be elected for said area. The exception 1is in
districts where only one or two Deputies are elected, for
whom the electoral quotient shall be obtained by dividing
the total number of valid votes cast in the district into
the number of seats to be distributed plus one (1).

Tach organization in each district shall be allotted as
many seats as result from dividing th2 number of wvalid
votes they received into the departm=ntal or regional
alacroral quotient.

in casas oI circumstances where only one Deputy 1is
elected and no organization has achisved the electoral

R

cuotient, the seat shall be conceded to the body which
obtained the majority of votes in the district. In the
ams cas2, L1f more than one organiza“*o“ turns out to
nzve an sgual numbar of votes the sszat shall be granted
ne onz wno obtainad the majority of the total valid
ncry during che election.

In case of districts wnere two deputies are elected and
no organization achieves the electoral gquotient, the
saats shall be granted to the bodies which obtained the
two largest number of votes, with one seat assigned to
zach of them. If one of the organizations reached an
electoral gquotient and obtained a Deputy, the other seat
snall be assigned to the organization which obtained the
next highest vote in descending order.

Tne first candidates for principal Deputies from each
iist shall be declarsd =lacted along with the alternate
candidates until the number of seats obtained by each
bsedy through said electoral quotient is reached.

3

Article 154. - For the distribution of ssats which are not
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by following the previous article the £following

odoleogy shall be adopted:

The number of residual votes shall be obtained for each
organization adding the number of residual votes from the
districts where seats were already assigned, plus the
valid votes of the districts where they did not reach the
departmental or regional electoral gquotient. For those
organizations which did not reach the electoral
cquotients, their total number of votes in all districts
shall be declared their residual votes.

Residual votes for each organization shall not include
their residual votes in districts in which all the seats
up for election were already assigned.

The national residual vote shall be equal to the sum of
the residual votes of the organizations.

The electoral gquotient for this distribution shall be
calculated by dividing the national resicdual vote into
the number of ssats not assigned.

Zach organization shall bs assigned corresponding
ditional ssats as result from dividing the residual
2 of that organization into the =lectoral quotient
cained in the preavious step.

r q{r

0f the seats which still remain to bes distributed, one
shall be granted to each political body, thus:

=
e

The new residual votes shall be arranged from large
to small, also including the residual votes of
those organizations which did not win seats in the
previous proceadings.

the established descending order an additional seat
until the number of seats for this election is
filled. 1In case s=2ats remain to be assigned, this
last operation shall be repzated until the
distribution of all of th2 seats is completed.

2) Each political entity shall be awarded according to
esce
£
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The additional seats assigned to each political
entity shall be distributed in the 1list of
candidates according to the following methodology:
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The total additional seats shall be defined
for each organization.

The districts shall be compared to the number
of wvalid votes obtained by political
organizations in each case. The diminishing
order of said votes shall signify the
preference £for allotmant of the additional
seats.

The total additional seats to each
organization shall be distributed in each
district according to the descending order of
votes therein. This distribution shall be
done at the rate of one seat per political
organization.

In case saveral organizations have acguired
praference for the allotment of seats in the
same district, exceeding tha number of
Deputies to be elected thara, preference
remains with the organizations receiving the
greater numba2r of votes in that district. To
the entity not favored their seat shall be
r2assignad in the districts according to ths
descending order of votes previously defined.

If during the distribution the list of seats
is exhausted for a district, the 1list is
continued of the next district respecting the
district's descending order of votes in the
assigning of seats for allotment and
redefining the preferences if the district
exceeds the number of Deputies to be elected
there.

This operation shall bs repeatad until all
the additiconal s=ats in the districts are
distribucad'according to thelr corresponding
seats.

After th=2 allotments of seats are mads,
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applying the procedure indicated in the
previous article, the candidates for Principal
Deputies shall be. declared elected in each
district, along with the <candidates for
alternate Deputies which follow in the order
of precedence on the corresponding 1list for
each district.

Article 155. - Only for purposes of Article 133 of the
Constitution and without prejudice to the Political Administrative
Sivision of the country there shall be considered Electoral
Districts: Region I, Department of Managua, Region II, Departments
2Z Chinandega, Leon, Masaya, Granada, Carazo, Rivas; Region III,
Czpartments of Chontales Boaco, Matagalpa, Jinotsga, Esteli, Madriz
and Nueva Segovia and Region IV, Department of Rio San Juan, the
A2utonomous Region of Atlantico Sur and the Autonomous Region of
zzlantico Norte.

The average of the regional electoral cuotients shall bs
obtained by dividing the sum of the quotients of each region by
Icux

Article 136. - Wnen a principal Deputy in the National
Lssambly definitively £fails to attend, nis alternate shall be
inszallecd as a replacemant

The Sacretary of the National Assembly shall notify the
1l in this. regard

If a principal definitively fails to attend who no longer has
ternate, the next alternate on the list of Deputies shall be
zalled as the principal and nominated by the parties or coalitions
b e corresponding district. When the lists of elected alternate
Daputies are exhausted in the district it shall continue
cce

H
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successively with the alternates elected by tha same coalition or
oarty in another district in accordance with ths greatest number of
“otes obtained.

CHAPTER IXX
Slection of Deputies to the Central American Parliament

Article 157. - The candidates for Deputias to the Central
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Amarican Parliament shall be elected within the national
territorial limits on the same date as the first round elections
for the President and Vice President of the Republic.

Article 158. - Each political party or party coalition shall
o2 allotted seats through application of the system of proportional
rapresentation by electoral quotient following the pertinent
orocedures established for natiocnal Deputies.

The Candidates for Deputies to the Central American Parliament
once elected shall take possession in accordance with the
orovisions established in the corresponding treaty.

CHAPTER 1V

Election of the Atlantic Coast Regional Councils

e 159. - For election of the members of the Regional
the Atlantic Coast autonomous regions, the system of

and as many seats snall bn alTotted to each list as result from
iding the total number of votes obtainad into the electoral
ient of the district

v
o}
v
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andidaces shall be chosen in the order in which they have
z22n nominated 11 ths number corresponding to each list is

Article 160.- The s=ats which are not allotted in accordance
witnh the preceding article shall be allotted following the
roinent procedure established for the departmental Deputies and
~os2 of the autonomous regions,

CHADTER V

l']

laction of the Mayor, the Vice Mayor and the Municipal Councils

Article 161. - Elections shall be held by dirsct, personal and
sacrat vote for Mayor and Vice Mayor in every municipalities in the
zountry. The terms for Mavors and Vice Mayors shall be four years.
Tia2ctions may be held with the President and Vice President of the
2apublic and the Deputies election when the times coincide. The

:a didates who obtain the relative majority in the vote count in

(b
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2ach municipality of the country shall be the elected Mayors and
Vica Mayors.

Mayors or Vice Mayors who by direct or indirect election have
fully exercised such offices at any time during the period
immediately prior to the election in question may not be
candidates, and 1n order to be candidates for other elected

posicions, they must have given up office twelve months before the
elec ion date.

Any councilperson who was exercising the office of Mayor or
Vic2 Mayor and who had to withdraw in order to fill other elected
ffice positions shall also cease his functions as a councilperson.

Arcicle 162. - The candidates for Mayor and Vice Mayor from
2ach municipality who are elected shall be installed in the
Municipal Councils as principals and alternates respectively.
ha Mayor shall preside over the Municipal council, the Vice
Mayor shall periorm the functions which are entrusted to him by
Law, and shall also replace the Mayor in case of temporary or

In the case of the Mayor of Managua, ths candidates for Mayor
and ics Mayor who obtain the s=2cond and third largsst vote in that
=z_azcisn shaill

lso be installed in.the Municipal Council as
ernates respactively.

In the departmental capitals or municivalities of more than
thircy thousand inhabitants the candidates for Mayor and Vice Mayor
wn0 obdtain the second largest wvote shall bs installed in the

Ve g

Municipal Councils as principals and alternates respectively.

Article 163. -In the Municipality of Managua, seventeen
orincipal Councilmen with their respective alternates shall be
alacted. In the departmental capitals or municipalities with more
than thirty thousand inhabitants eight Councilmen shall be elected

]
1,

=~d in the municipalities Wth fewer than thirty thousand
innabitants four Councilmen shall be elected.

Article is64. - The election of the Councilmen outlined in the
oravious article shall carried out by municipal district utilizing
—n=2 system of proportional represantation by elactoral quotient for
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following procedure shall be adopted:

The municipal electoral quotient shall be obtained by
dividing the number of valid votes cast in this election
in the municipality into the number of Councilmen to be
elected there.

Each entity shall be allotted as many seats as result
from dividing their number of wvalid votes into the
municipal electoral quotient.

Trom each list, first candidates for principal Councilmen
snall be declared elected along with the alternates until
the number of seats obtained by each organization through
the municipal electoral quotient is resached.

The seats which remain to be distributed shall be
i

allotted to each political organization in accordance
with the following procedure:

-
—

The number of residual votes received by each
organization shall be determinad. For
organizations that did not achieve the’ electoral
guotiant, tha total vote obtainsd snall bes counted

T
2s rasidual,

2) Tns number of residual votes shall be arrangad in
dascending order for each district.

3) The seats which remain to bes distributed shall be

allotted at ths rate of one per organization in
accordance with the established descending order.
If the distribution of seats 1s not completed this
last operation snall be repeated.

r) In accordance with the number of additional ssats
obtained by each organization, the principal
Councilmen candidates shall be dsclared elacted
along with the alternate candidates who follow in
the order of precedence in each list.

CHAPTER VI
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General Provisions

Article 165. - Determination of seats gained shall be in

[ 1)

unction of the complete electoral quotients figured within the

number of wvalid votes obtained by each political entity, not
considering fractions or decimals. Additional sesats shall be

]
ilotted on the basis of residual votes or in function of the
P

complete vote which did not achieve the electoral quotient.

Article 166. - In the departmental districts or of the

cotained the majority of votes on the national level.

In case of comparison of the residual votes for the allotment
oI positions in the corresponding election, tiss shall be ssttled
in favor of those who obtained the largest total vote in that

2L5Cric
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articia 157. - The Supreme Electoral Council shall make the
m=2I3ssary computations and with prior application of the provisions
sZ tnis Law, shall provisionally publish the results.
TITLE XII
SINGLE CHAPTER
Errors and Nullities
Argicle 168. - Arithmetical errors by the Polling Stations

w

9]

‘o

~a2ll be corrected by the respective Electoral Council, at their
T initiative or at the request of the poll watchsrs accredited

z2Zore the Electoral Council during the review process.

Article 169. - Votes shall be invalid in any Polling Station:

Wnen saild Station was illegally constituted.

Wnen the voting nas been done on pramises other than
those indicated by the corresponding electoral
authorities.

Whan election results are deliversd outside the time
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established by Law without justified cause.

Article 170. - The poll watchers shall opresent their
application for correction of arithmetical errors or for nullity
afore the Polling Station. The latter shall include it in the
Record of the Vote count and shall send it with the rest of the

documentation on the wvoting to the Electoral Council in their
district.

U‘

Article 171. - The Electoral Council of the corresponding
trict, when the petition of nullity or correction of
irthmetical errors is received, shall rule within the next forty-
nt hours, notifying the appellant upon its decision.

.5

f!

b

iH

-

lb
L()

Article 172. - If the Electoral Council of the corresponding
trict declares the voting null and void in one or more Polling

it shall make this known immediately to the Supreme
al Council, without prejudice to the appeal which may be
by the injured party.
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Article 173. - Within three days following the publication
rred to in Articlse 167 oif this Law, ths political parties,
ions, and civic associations which have participated in the
ponding election may submit appeals for review before the
2me Zlectoral Council.
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Articls 174, - If an appeal is filed, the Supreme Electoral
Council, ith the reports from the electoral bodiss shall open
hearings for political parties, party coalitions, and civic
associations to respond as they see fit within three days of the
:az;fication When th= pericd has passed, the Council shall rule

Arcticle 175. - The Supreme Electoral Council, upon becoming
cgnizant of the report or the appeal, may disqualify it or declare
the election of one or several candidates invalid at any time
nafore the taking of office. The declaration of nullity shall be
mada as long as the existenca of the reported srrors or complaints
is confirmed and it is verified that the canceled votes correspond
=5 more than fifty percent of the registerad voter list for the
2iaction in which cancellation is proposed.

Article 176. - The Supreme Electoral Council shall make public
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thne declaration of nullity and shall make it known to the President
of the Republic and the National Assembly so that thesy may take the
appropriate actions.

Article 177. - Once the nullity of an election is declared,
the Supreme Electoral Council shall call new elections which shall
occur simultaneocusly on the date indicated for the second round
elections, but if there is need to call completzly new elections,
znh2y shall also be held on the established date. If there should
e nesed for another election for President and vice President
according to Article 3 of this Law, these shall bz confirmed later
zhan the last Sunday in December.

cr

In the case of new nullities which, for thasir correction,
nacassitate confirmation later than the date to taks possession of
office established by the Constitution, the National Assembly,
pafore its period in office sxpires and 1t is diss olv d, shall set
date for new elections and shall elect a provisional President
the Republic who shall take office on the tenth of January.
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TITLE XIII
SINGLE C=HAPTER
Declaring those Elected

Arzicls 173. - Once the tzrm in Article 173 of this Law ends
>r 1h= app=al or appeals filled are sattled, the Suprame Electoral
Zouncil, by resolutions, shall daclare elected as tha case may be:

1) The President and Vice Presidsnt of ths Republic
2} The principal and alternate Deputies of the National
Ass2mbly

3) The principal and altsrnate Desputies to the Central
Amzrican Parliament.

4) The members of tha Regional Councils of the Atlantic
Coast autonomous regions.

3) The Mayor or Vice Mavor of each municipality

&) The principal and alternate members of the Municipal
councils.

Article 179. - The abova resolution shall be sent for

oudlication in the Official Daily Gazette and it shall be released
25 tne communications media.
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TITLE XIV
SINGLE CHAPTER
Electoral Crimes
Article 180. - The following shall be sanctioned with

immutable arrest from thirty to one hundred eighty days:

1)

3)

-

Any citizen who deliberately disobeys the instructions of
the Polling Station regarding the manner of exercising
the suffrage or who by his fraudulent conduct impedes the
normal registration and voting process.

Anvone who voluntarily harms or destroys electoral
property.

ﬂ#

nyona who does not comply with the provisions contained
n this Law or with the resolutions of the Supreme
lectoral Council regarding advertising.

U (LI
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officials, employees or authorities wno do not

up ,
as t tha orders of the slactoral bodizss,

5
J

D2

Anyon2 seeking to register nimself or to vote more than
once.

~nvone wno fraudulently provides false data during the
3

le 181. - The £following shall be sanctioned with

arrest from six to twslve months:

Anyone who bribes, threatens, forces or engages in
n another, obliging him to:

1.1 Adhere to a certain candidate.
1.2 Vote in a dstermined way.
1.3 Abstain from voting.

One who fraudulently obstructs the course of registration
voTing.

Anyone who comes to registration, voting or vote count
rmed, with the =xception of members of ths Electoral
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Police fulfilling functions of their office.

Anyone who fraudulently removes the Record of thes vote
count from the Polling Station

Anyone who is registered or votes two Or more times.

5) Any member of the Polling Station or any electoral
official who register votes outside the polling place and
the hours indicated for the purpose.

Article 182. - The £following shall bes sanctioned with

mautable arrest of one Lo two years:

1)

3)

3)

Anyone who threatens or physically attacks the Electoral
3ranch officials regarding the electoral process.
Anyone who, taking advantage of his functions or
attriputes pressures his subordinates to vote 1in a
determined way or to abstain.

Any member of a Polling Station who fraudulently does not
report to exercise his functlons at the established place

and Ttima.

roys electoral materials or fraudulently adds
toral ballots or removes ballot boxes for the
purpose of altering z2lection results.

rAnyone who through threats or acts of violence impedes or
obstructs the holding of an election or restricts
zlectoral freedom.

Any official or any other person who alters the registers
or the electoral documents.

Anyone who induces a legally registerad candidates to
withdraw his candidacy.

Anyone who uses goods which are property of the State for
the purposes of political propaganda.
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9) Anyone who does political proselytizing while in public
offices.
Article 183. - Any person responsible for the commission of

tha electoral crimes considered in Articles 1818 and 182, in
addition to the principal penalty shall have the corresponding
aadditional punishment imposed wupon him, and he shall be
disqualified for public office during a time equal to double the
oznalty.

Article 184. - If the crimes established in Chapter IV of

l= VII or 1in this Chapter were committed by registared

zandidates theilr registration shall be canceled as such and they
rall be disqualified from holding public office for one to three
years. If the proof of the crimes confirmed when the candidates
hava already been elected they can not fill their elacted position.

o]
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Article 185. - The injured parties and the Prosacutor's Office
ara responsible for exercising the corresponding penal actions.
Th2 Ordinary Criminal Courts shall be competent to try them.

x months before each election, plebiscite or referendum a

Si
ial Electoral Attorney General's Office shall be created within
d
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ctornay General's Office which shall cease its functions once
co
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rasponding problems are resolved.

TITLE XV

CHADTER I
General Provisions

2rticle 186. - The Supreme Electoral Council is empowered to
r2solvea, according to the provisions of common law any gquestion

r2garding =slectoral matters which is not coversd in this Law.

Article 187. - The Supreme Electoral Council shall not
ister as candidates for Prasident and Vics President of the
:blic, Deputies to the National Assembly and municipal Mayors,
2 who do not meet the gualifications, who have impediments or
«#nom pronibited from assuming candidacy by Articles 147, 134 and
.73 raspectively of the Constitution or this Law.
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Article 188. - The institutions and public officials shall
oprovide eslectoral agencies and officials the support they reguire
in the exercise of their functions.

Article 189. - The provisions contained in Article 94 under
tions 2, 3 and 4 and in Article 109 shall begin to apply as part
this Law's going into force.

h ﬂ)
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Article 190. - The Ministry of Government shall guarantee the
consticution of the electoral Police so that it functions under the

jurisdiction of the Supreme Electoral Council from the beginning of
T2 campaign until the day elected authorities take office.

Article 191. - Similar guarantees referred to in Article 105,
first paragraph, include bonds issusd by banking and insurance
institutions.

a

ticle 192. - The Nicaraguan Telecommunications and Mail
1t2 (TELCOR) or the private institutions who render this
sarvice shall give preference to the communications sent by
slactoral bodies. These shall be tax free.

- R

tha elections are ovar and the winners
ballots and other elsctoral materials may

Arzizla 194. - The Statz shall guarante the political
s, c¢oalitions or civic assoclations Eual and all the
cessary materials for the preparation of electoral advertising.
Articls 195.- The political parties which enjoy legal
oersonality on the date of the entry into force of this Law shall
con-inue the enjoyment and exercise of same.

Article 196.- In case a szcond election is necessary of th
?rasident and Vice President of the Rapublic ths same DPolling
Starions shall be utilized, both their constitution and theil

srritorial demarcation. Likewises the same lists or regist
vocar lists shall be utilized and identical symbols, i

i2ms for each one of the political parties and coalitions shall
vlaced on the ballots that participated in the first election.

}_J

Article 197. - Thers shall bz a National Computaxy Ceanter and

o
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n 2ach one of the electoral Councils a Departmental Computer
ar shall operate in a location determined by the Supreme
lactoral Council and the corresponding Electoral Council.

Article 198. - For electoral purposes each departmental
cdistrict or autonomous region shall include the municipalities
according to the provisions established by the Political
Administrative Division Law.
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CHAPTER I1I
Temporary Provisions
Regulations for unforeseen events
Article 199. - The Supreme Electoral Council shall address the

President of the Republic so that in the areas where any typs of
instabllity may occur, he may take the necessary measures in order
o be able to carry out registration and voting.

Article 200. - During the period of registration and voting
all elections in places which may have any type of instability,
following provisions shall govern:

ih
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Meambers of the military who nave bsen ragistered at the
Polling Stations of their district and who are sent to

other places within those regions or zones, shall
eaxarcise the right to vote in the nesarest Polling
Station, aftexr presenting of the cilvic identification
card, the supplementary voting document or the identity
card and certificate from ths corresponding military
oZficer.

[£9]

Mamhar

s who, having bsen registered in
district ose indicatad in section 1) of
this Art and who were transferred to zones aiiected
by instal ity, shall exercise the right to vote in the
nearest Polling Station, after presenting the civic
identification card., the supplementary voting document or

the identity card and certificate from the military
officer.
Article 201. - For all =svents not covered hers the provisions
o

conducive to this Law shall apply and in th2ir absence those of
ozn=2r laws which contribute to xrssolving the situation.

Article 202. - The genaral elections of ninateen hundred
min27y-six shall bs held on Sunday the twentieth of ober and if
n=cassary a second round for President and Vice ?r dent of the
Z2zublic shall taks place on the last Sunday of No ember or the

Iirsz Sunday in Dacember of ths same year.
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Other Provisions

Article 203. - For general elections to be held during the
yvear nineteen hundred ninety-six in the municipalities in which the
ragistration of citizens shall follow the provisions established in
Ticle IV, Chapter II, Article 44 to 60 and any other provision
regarding this question, what is stipulated in that Chapter shall
govern. Registration shall be performed on two consecutive
Saturdays and Sundays 1n accordance with the calendar established
oy th2 Supreme Electoral Council.

Article 204. - For the elections of nineteen hundred ninety-
six any Councilman exercising the office of Mayor, and wishing to
run for any elected position, with the exception of the Presidency
and Vice Presidency of ths Republic, must resign that office within
a2 period of ninety days after this Law takes effect.

Article 205. - Deputies to the Central American Parliament for
ragua, principals and alternates, shall take office between the
ifze22nth of January and the fifteenth of February 1997.

Article 206. - Pending avplications for lsgal personality or

' s { . N
ny panding party conflicts shall continue to bse processed by the
~prame Electoral Council and shall be resolved in accordance with

(BT YR )

Avcicle 207. - The Electoral Law "Law No. 43, published in the
Official Daily - Gazette Number 197, of the eighteenth of October
nineteen hundred eighty-sight" is overturned.

Also all of the amendments and interpretations which have been

published in the Gazettes, 0fficial Diary No. 77 of the twenty-
Zifctnh of April nineteen hundred eighty-nine, No. 201, of the
wwenty-fourth of October nineteen hundred eighty-nine, No. 121 of
zhe twanty-seventh of Juns nineteen hundred eighty-nine, No. 38 of
the twenty-second of February of nineteen hundred ninety, No. 97 of
tne twenty-second of May of nineteen hundred ninety and No. 243 of
cha twenty-fourth of Decamber of nineteen hundred ninsty-ona are
alsoc overturned.

Article 208. - This Electoral Law shall be sent to be
oublished immadiately by the President of the Rspublic and shall
2nter into force upon publication by any written communications
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madia without prejudice to its later publication in the 0Official
Daily Gazette wherein the date of the newspaper in which the Law
was initially published shall noted.

Issued in the city of Managua in the Sessions Hall of the National
Assembly of Managua on the fifth day of the month of December
ninetzen hundred ninety-five. Luils Humberto Guzman, President of
the National Assembly. Jaime Bonilla, Secretary of the National
Assembly.

Therefore: Let it be held to be the Law of the Republic. Let
it b= published and executed. Managua, eighth of January, ninsteen
nundred ninety-six. - Violeta Barrios de Chamorro

Prasident of the Republic of Nicaragua
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