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The President of the Republic of Nicaragua 

~akes ic known to the Nicaraguan people that: 

The ~ational Assembly of the Republic of Nicaragua 

In the use of its powers: 

H.~S DECREED 

the following 

ELECTOR..~ LAW 

TITLE 1 

SINGLE CHAPTER 

Elections 
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."':::t ic le 1. 
elections of: 

This law regulates the electo:::al p:::ocesses for the 

1) President and Vice President of the Republic 

2) Deputies to the National Assembly 

3) Deputies to the Central American Parliament 

4) Members of the Councils of the Autonomous Regions of the 
Atlantic Coast; 

5) Municipal Mayors and Vice Mayors; 

6) Members of the Municipal Councils 

The qualities, conditions and limitations for the citizens who 
aspire to be candidates in the elections enumerated above are those 
es~ablished in the Constitution of the Republic and in this Law. 

Also, it regulates popular consultations which in the form of 
a plebiscite or referendum may be convened on occasion; as well as 
:~e exercise of the citizen's right to organize and join political 
~a::::ies for the purpose of participation, election and the exercise 
:: ~ower. It also regulates the obtaining and cancellation of the 
~e;al pe:::sonality of political parties and the resolution of their 
::~:-!flicts, and also regulates the citizen's right to form civic 
associations [asociasiones de suscripcion popular] in order to 
pa:::ticipate in the electoral processes in the cases established in 
-.:::'is Law . 

. ~.::::icle 2. The Electoral Branch is entrusted with organizing, 
:::':::ecting and supervising the elections' of authorities indicated in 
:~e preceding article of this Law, as well as the plebiscites and 
:::eferenda, pursuant to the Constitution, the laws on the subject 
and the regulations which the Supreme Electo:::al Council may adopt 
:0::: that purpose . 

. ~.::::icle 3. The elections established by this Law wi'll take place 
:n :he Sunday determined by the Supreme Electoral Council, within 
:~e first thirty days of the ninety which precede the date on which 
:::e term of those WhO have been elected commences, according to the 
La;..!. 
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, 
1 

When the start of 
coincide, the ninety days 
counted from the beginning 

''''':'10 a.r-e to take office. 

several terms 
to which this 
of the period 

3 

of elected authorities 
article refers will be 

of the first authorities 

If none of the candidates of the political parties or 
alliances which participate in the first election for President and 
Vice President of the Republic should obtain at least forty-five 
percent of the valid votes, a second election will be held between 
~hose who obtain first and second place. The Supreme Electoral 
Council shall call the second election, which will be held within 
the forty-five days after the date of the first election. 

Ar:icle ,.. The Supreme Electoral Council shall draw up an 
electoral calendar with lead time for each election, indicating 
a:-r::>r!.g athe=- activities: the term, the development I and the 
procedure for the electoral campaign and election day. 

Within the provisions established in 
Su?~e~e 21ectoral Council may modify 
~~metable ror duly justified causes. 

TITLE II 

the previous article, the 
or amend the electoral 

T~~ ;lecto~al 3~anch 

C!-L"'!'TER I 

Electoral Bodies 

.'::'.:-:':::le 5. The Electoral Branch is composed of the following 
::::::..:.es: 

1) The Supreme Electoral Council 

2) The Electoral Councils of the departments and the 
autonomous regions of the Atlantic Coast. 

3) The Polling Stations. 

The Supreme Electoral Council consists of five 
p=i~cipal Magistrates with their respective alternates, elected by 
t.:--~e National Assembly from separate lists pr-oposed fo!" each post by 



the President of the Re~ublic and by the Deputies to the National 
Assembly in consultation with the pertinent civic associations. 

Each Magistrate will be elected with the favorable vote of at 
least sixty percent of the Deputies of the National Assembly. The 
?resident of the Supreme Electoral Council will be elected by the 
same vote. 

The period for submitting the lists will be fifteen days from 
t~e date elections are convened by the National Assembly. If no 
l~st is submitted by the President of the Republic, those proposed 
~! the Deputies of the National Assembly will suffice. 

Article 7.: To be a magistrate of the Supreme Electoral Council 
:he following qualifications are required: 

1) To be a Nicaraguan national; 

2) To be in full enjoyment of civil and political rights; 

3) To have reached thirty years of age and be no.more than 
seventy-five years old on the day of the election. 

.:.:--:icle 8.: The following may not be Magist~ates of the Su?reme 

l) 2elatives within the fourth degree of consanguinity or 
second degree of affinity with the candidates for 
President and Vice President of the Republic; 

In case they have been elected prio~ to the 
p~esidential elections, they will be implicated and 
:he~e:ore disqualified from performing their functions 

during all of the electoral process and should install 
their alternates. 

2) Those entrusted with responsibility for popular elections 
or who are candidates in any of thew. 

3) The off icials or e:cployees of another branch of the 
government in posts remunerated wltn treasury, regional 
or municipal funds, except as regards the exercise of the 
teaching or medical professions. 

, 
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~I Active and non-active duty members of the military, with 
the exception of those who retired at least twelve months 
before the election. 

5 I Those who have at any time 
nationality and have not recovered 
the election. 

renounced Nicaraguan 
it five years prior to 

Also principals or alternates bound by conjugal or 
kinship links within the fourth degree of consanguinity 
or the second of affinity may not be Magistrates . 

. "r: :'cle 9.: The Magistrates of the Supreme Electoral Council shall 
e:·:ercise cheir office during a period of five years upon taking 
=~~2~. During this period they enjoy immunity. 

.':.:::-:.icle 10. 
a::.:::-':'butes: 

The Supreme Electoral Council has the following 

1 I To organize and direct the elections, plebiscites or 
:::eEerenda which are convened in accordance with the 
p=ovisions of the Constitution and the Law. 

2} To appoint the members of the other electoral bodies or 
::5 3ec:::ecary (Secretario de Actuacionesl in accordance 
~ith this ~lec:oral Law. 

31 70 draw up the electoral calendar. 

41 To apply in the 
constitutional and 
electoral process. 

exercise of their attributes 
legal provisions referring to 

the 
the 

51 To hear and settle in the final instance the resolutions 
which the subordinate electoral bodies make and the 
claims and challenges which the political parties may 
file. 

61 To lay down, according to the Law governing the subject, 
che pertinent measures such that the electoral processes 
are fully guaranteed. 

7) !o grant the accredi~a~ion corresponding to the electoral 
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process observers. 

8) To demand from the corresponding bodies conditio:"".s of 
security for the political parties in the elections. 

9) To carry out the definitive scrutiny vote count of those 
cast in the elections and to make the definitive 
declaration of the results. 

10) To adopt its own regulations. 

11) To organize and maintain the cent!:"al !:"egist!:"y of the 
ci viI status of persons, cit izens' ident i f ication card 
and the electoral register. 

12) To grant legal personality as political parties to the 
associations which satisfy the requirements established 
by Law. 

13) To cancel and suspend legal personality of the polit!cal 
parties who do not achieve the election of at least one 
delegate in the gene~al elections and in other cases as 
established by Law. 

14) To mo~icor and resolve conflicts ove~ the legitimacy of 
legal re~resentatives and directors of political pa~~ies 
a~d regarding the compliance with legal p::-ovisions which 
refer to political parties, their By-Laws and 
Regulations: 

15) Others which the Constitution and the Laws may confer. 

~r=~cle 11. The Magistrates of the Supreme 2lectoral Council, 
?ri:"".cipals and alternates, shall take possession of their posts 
jefore the ?resident of the National Assembly, in ?lenary session, 
af~er their swearing-in. 

A=~icle 12.: The quorum of the Supreme Electo~al Council will be 
:or~ed by four of its members and the decisions will be made by 
:a.";o::-able vote of at least three of its members. The Magistrates 
,,",ay just i fy their vote stat it"'.g it aloud or in · .... ri ting. 30th 
ac=~ons will be added to the corresponding Minutes. 

• 
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A~ticle 13: The Supreme Electoral Council shall consult with the 
~olitical organizations before ruling on the calendar and electoral 
ethics. 

Also it shall consult on the allotments made to the political 
~art:es, party coalitions and civic associations pursuant to this 
~aw, and it shall also give opinions on other matters as it sees 
:It. 



CH.l\.PTER II 

The President of the Supreme Electoral Council 
and the Magistrates 
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Article 14.: The following are attributes of the President of the 
Supreme Electoral Council: 

1) To preside over the Supreme Electoral Council and convene 
it on his own initiative or at the request of three of 
its members. 

2) To exercise official and legal representation of the 
Supreme Electoral Council. 

3) To comply and endure compliance with the resolutions of 
the Council. 

~) To administer the electoral body and coordinate its 
activities. 

S) To create the posts of auxiliary personnel and nominate 
them. 

? ,I 'To ;>:'-05'05e for- app:-oval by the Suprer7'le Slectoral Council 
;:he nomination of the 
:"'.Oc. fall to any 
~lagistrates . 

Secretary thereof, a 
0: the princi?al 

post which may 
or alternate 

7) To propose the nomination of the general directors of 
this State Power to the Supreme Electoral Council for 
approval. 

3) Others which the Law and the Council's resolutions may 
confer upon him. 

A:.-::icle 15. - Functions of the other four Magist=ates are: 

l) To participate 
resolutions of 
and vote. 

in the sessions a~d ~n deciding on 
the S~preme Electoral Co~ncil, by voice 

2) To aid the President ~n the exercise of his functions and 

• • 
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exercise those which are assigned to them by resolution 
of the Council. 

3) They may assume specific functions, regarding: 
registration for identification cards, relationships with 
political parties, technical-administrative organization 
and supervision of the electoral process and other 
executive functions. 
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C;{APTSR III 

The Electoral Councils 

Ar~icle 16.; For the organization and structure of the elections, 
~~ere shall exist in each department and autonomous regions an 
S~ec~oral Council consisting of a President and two Members with 
~~eir respective alternates. 

Appointment of the members of the Electoral Councils shall be 
~ade by the Supreme Electoral Council, from the lists of citizens 
~~a~ the legal representatives of political parties send for each 
Co~~cil. Their incorporation shall be pluralist and no more than 
c~e appointment may be given to the same political party in each 
~l~cto~al Council. 

7~e ?olitical parties shall have a perioci of fifteen days from 
--~ ~a:e o~ notification to submit their proposals and if they do 
~~: do so the Supreme ~lectoral Council shall p=oceed to thei= 

:0= ~hei= fo=mation the S~p~eme Slectoral Council shall take 
aC:::JlJ.nt -ho L •• ~ 901i c.ieal pluralism established in the 

~~:~=~e l7. ?or territorial application of the previous article, 
:~e dist=i::ts and other elecco=al effects shall be as established 
j:.; ::'-:e Law of Political a:1d .o.::icninistrative Division of the Republic 
?=:)'licies i~ departments and the autonomous regions of the Atlantic 
::)3.5:. 

.':':-::"::2.e 13.: The Pres ide:1t and the Members of the Electoral 
::)-..::-:.::':'15 wust meet the ~equi.~e>nents of Articles 7 and 8 of this 
:"'a·..;. The ~especti ve al te::-nat.e shall be in::orporated into the 
C:>:~::cil in case of the tem?orary or defini~ive absence of his 
;:>r~:lcipal. 

:~ t~e case of cem?orary absence of the President, that O=~1ce 
5",,~l be assumed by the Member which the Su?:!:"er..e Electoral CO'.lncil 
=-:s:",:;-::aces from among the prir.cipal Members of the said Council. 

The 3:~;>reme Electoral COi.l!"'ccil must replace the alt.ernates for 
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?~~~anently absent Members of the Electoral Councils, appointing 
~h~i~ successor the lists of citizens sent by repr~sentatives of 
?olitical parties. In the absence of said lists the Council shall 
request same. 

In order to be a Principal Member or alternate on the 
~l~ctoral Councils it is required that one be nominated by the 
?olitical parties participating in the respective electoral process 
a~d the said Supreme Electoral Council in turn shall proceed at 
th~ir own initiative or at the petition of a legitimate party to 
s~?arate the Members who do not meet these requirements and replace 
:h~m under the terms of Article 16 of this Law. 

Article 19. - Attributes of the Electoral Councils are: 

1) Appointing and granting possession to the members of the 
Polling Stations from lists proposed by the political 
parties and the civic organizations of which they are 
comprised, transferring said power to the Supreme 
~lectoral Council. 

2) Granting credentials to poll insp~ctors [fiscales] from 
::.ne political parties I ?art y a 2.1 ia:1ces or civic 
associations. 

3) Supplying to the Polling Stations, in the presence of the 
duly accredited ?oll insp~ctors from the political 
organizations participating in the electoral proc~ss, the 
voting ballots, records and other documents and materials 
in the necessary quantity for election day requirements. 

" ) Making known to public, the start of the 
electoral campaign, the exact location of the polling 
Stations and their district's area, ordering that the 
list of the voters included in the r~spective electoral 
register is posted on the outs~d~ of the pr~mises 

corresponding to each district. 

5) Adopting the necessary measures within th~ Law for the 
proper development and completion of the elections and 
popular consultations in their district. 



12 

5) Report before the competent authority the violations 

7) 

of the electoral legislation committed by private persons 
or public officials. 

Oversee the correct functioning of the electoral 
organization of their district. 

8) Receiving from the Polling Station the vote count, the 
sealed bags containing the electoral ballots and other 
reports on same. 

9) Carry out the review of the arithmetic of the votes of 
the vote count. 

10) Verify the vote count from the Polling Stations whose 
their results have been duly challenged. According to 
their findings, it shall draw up the respective Minutes, 
which it shall send to the Supreme Electoral Council. 

11) Give immediate notice to the Supreme Electoral Council 
and the corresponding police authority of any disturbance 
of the public orde::- which in any way t.hreatens the 
clarity and freedom of suffrage. 

~imit, process and resolve 
cOClplaints and appeals filed 

the petitions, claims, 
befo:::e any authority by 

citizens or political organizations participating in the 
election. 

13) Adopt the necessary measures wi thin the Law for the 
proper development and completion of the plebiscites and 
referenda in its district. 

14) All other things which may result from this Law, its 
Regulations or the p:::ovisions of the Supreme Electoral 
Council. 

A:::ticle 20. - The quorum of the Electo:::al Cou~cils shall be 
::):'-::-.e6 with the majority of it.s members. Decisions shall be made 
..... ;,. =:: tl'"le agreement of the membe:-s. In case of a tie, the President 
5:-,30:1 have a double vote. In Electoral Council sessions, the 
l.a·..r!ers of the political organizations appointed to act before them 
l:":ay participate without the right to vote, when any of the members 
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~: ~~~ Council so request . 

. ;rc icl~ 21. The President convenes, oresides over and 
r~?r~s~nts the Electoral Council. He shall have in his charge the 
ai~inistration of the corresponding electoral body and shall 
?ro?ose to the Electoral Council the appointments of auxiliary 
~-=:-s:::>::':1el. 

Article 22. - All the functions of these Councils shall end 
:~~~ days after the elected national authorities take possession of 
o:fice or regional or municipal. authorities take possession of 
::;.::::. =-= ~ . .;:-t2::' these elections do not coincide with the national ones. 

C;r.".PT£R IV 

The Polling Stations 

In each Municipality a sufficient number of 
?~:~in; Stations shall be ~stablished before which a maximum of 
:o~r hundr~d electors shall exercise their right to vote. The 
~-=~a==ation in which they shall exercise their functions shall be 
~~~e=~ined oy the Su~=eme Slectoral Council by means of 
:::::7'::":-.:"s:.ra::i..ve resolution pl:.~lished with sufficient time. The 
~~~~:~S S~a:ions shall be i~stalled in places, premises, day and 
-.-~ 52: ~y :~e Supreme Electoral Council. 

~r~~=l~ 2~. The Polling Stations shall consist of a 
:::"-=s:::en:. a:-'.d two members who shall have their respective 
alt~rnates. They must have the qualities required in Articles 7 
anc: 3 of this Law, with the exception of minimum age required, 
~h:=h shall be 18 years . 

. ;=ticl~ 25. - The members of the Polling Stations shall be 
=??oin~ed by the Electoral Council of the corresponding department 
:or autonomous region from lists submitted by the political parties 
~hich have legal personality. 

7:-:'ey shall have a p!..1...:ralist make-up, no more than one 
=:::::>:"::':r:1e!!: from the same political organization allowed per 
~:;:~i:'"".; .s:::.a:::.ion. 

~ack oE a proposal of the said political bodies shall not 
~:~de~ thei~ integration a~d Eu~c:::.ioning. 
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The members of the Polling Stations must have been nominated 
jy any of the said political bodies. The corresponding Electoral 
Council shall proceed at their own initiative to remove from office 
chose who do not fill this requirement and shall replace them 
~ccording to provisions in this Article. 

Article 26.- The Polling Stations shall have a quorum with a 
sajority of their members, and for their decisions two concurring 
votes shall suffice. In case of a tie the President shall have a 
double vote. 

Article 27. - Attributes of the Polling Stations are: 

1) To verify that the citizens are registered 
corresponding definitive list of the electoral register or 
registration of citizens pursuant to the requireme~ts of 
a~:horize it if it is in order. 

2) To guarantee the exercise of suffrage. 

in the 
qualify 
Law and 

3} To receive the votes in the correspo~ding ballot box or 
boxes. 

<; ) Co:!.ducc. vote coun.:.. 

5) G'.lara~tee order in the corresponding district, during 
regist~ation and voting. 

5) Receive and process challenges and appeals in accordance 
with what is established in this Law. 

7) Permit duly accredited observers access to the premises 
during the appropriate period. 

8) Other things provided by this Law and the resolutions of 
the Supreme Electoral Council. 

TITL,=: III 

SIN'::;",::: CHAPTER 

The Poll Watchers 

" 
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Article 28. - For registration, voting and vote count each 
~~litical party, alliance of parties and civic association which 
~av ~ave candidates registered has the right to name a poll watcher 
a~j ~is respective alternate before the Supreme Electoral Council, 
t,,-e Electoral Councils, the Polling Stations and the Computer 
Centers. 

Appointment of the poll watchers may made after the beginning 
0: the electoral campaign and up until forty-eight hours before the 
elections and they must report to the corresponding bodies. 

It lS 

the 
the obligation of the Supreme Electoral Council to 
credentials to the poll watchers at least ten days 

~e:ore the election day. Also it shall deliver to the Departmental 
'::J:..::-:cils said credentials 10 the same amount of time and in 
s·..::ficient quantity to satisfy any necessary replacements. 

~ailure to appoint one or more poll watchers on the part of 
::-:'-= ;>a!"~icipating institutions, in one or more of the electoral 
~8=:es will not impede their functioning. 

In the case of 
· ... ;a.:c:te::- p!"ior to the 
~~::J=e the closing of 

the definitive failure 
1 imi t establ ishe.d for 

the electoral campaign, 

to appoint a poll 
acc::-editation, but 
the competent body 

',.;:":': gran~ its :-eplacement at the request of the corresponding 
~~~~:i~al organization. 

A:-cicle 29. The poll watchers named in accordance with the 
above article will have, in each case, the following powers: 

1) To be present on the premises and inspect the functioning 
of each Polling Station during the day of registration, voting 
and the vote count. 

2) To request from the ;:>resident of the Polling Station a 
copy of the Opening Minutes, of its Constitution, of the 
closing of voting and of the vote count. 

3) To accompany the president of the Polling Station or in 
case of his absence any membe~ of the Polling Station at the 
remission of the telegram to the Supreme Electoral Council 
receiving a copy of same and at the delivery of the records 
and other documents to the 2lecto~al Council. 
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4) To be present in the Departmental Computer Centers and 
inspect the reception and processing of the reports of the 
Polling Stations. 

5) To be present in the Electoral Councils and inspect the 
updating and correction of the electoral Register or of the 
registered voter lists. 

5) To be present in the Electoral Councils and monitor the 
reception and processing of the information coming from the 
Polling Stations and in the verification of the vote count 
which will only be carried out when there are complaints or 
appeals filed against any election, in any of the Polling 
Stations. 

7) Request 
copy of the 
ch~ results 

from the President of the Slectoral Councils a 
reception records and of the document containing 
of the electoral process procedures from the 

?olling Stations. 

3) Accompany the Electoral Councils to the delivery of the 
records and other documents to the Supreme Electoral Council. 

9) To be present in the National Computer Center of the 
su?:-e~.e Electoral Council and monitor the reception and 
processing of the reports from the Polling Stations and of the 
~lec~~~al Councils. 

10) To make observations on the records when they see fit and 
to sign them. Refusal to sign the records will be recorded 
therein, with the reasons that they may state; their signature 
is not a requisite for validity of same. 

11) To file the appeals contained in this Law. 

12) Others provided by the laws and the resolutions of the 
Supreme Electoral Council. 

"tI"tLE IV 

Citizens 

G'-"'?TER I 

r 
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The electoral rights of citizens 

;>.::ticle 30.- Universal, equal, direct, free and secret suffrage is 
~ right of the Nicaraguan citizens, who shall exercise this right 
~~ accordance to the provisions of the Constitution and the Laws. 
~;icaraguans who have reached sixteen years of age are citizens. 

.o.r'.icle 31. 
~:';:i.zens must: 

In order to exercise the right of suffrage the 

1) Be in full enjoyment of their rights. 

2 ) registered in the electoral rolls or be registered in 
permanent electoral register. 

3 ) =ollow the procedures established by the Electoral Law and 
the regulations of the Supreme Electoral Council. 

CH.APT2R II 

On the electoral register 

~~:i.cle 32. - In the electoral p~ocesses regulated under this Law, 
:~~ Eollo~ing shall be utilized: 

:) 7~= identity card g=anced in accordance with the 
:~~~zen's :~entification Law for the identification of v:te:s. 

2) The supplementary voting document or civil document 
granted in accordance with this Law. 

3) The electoral register which the Supreme Electoral Council 
may draw up for Polling Stations based on the issued identity 
card or by the supplenentary voting document which, in 
conformity with the provisions established in this Chapter, 
will contain: 

3.1 The number 
supplementary 

0:: the identif ication 
voting document. 

card or 

3.2 The given names and surnames of those for whom it is 
issued. 
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3.3 Sex. 

3.4. Home address, which must indicate department and 
municipality. 

3.5 Date of the 
supplementary voting 

issuance of 
document. 

the card or 

3.6 Date of expiration of the card. 

The supplementary 
identification card 

voting 
shall 

document or 
be granted 

of the 

civic 
to the 

citizens who, having requested their card have not 
had it issued to them, due to not having c:uly 
legalized their situation in the Register of C~vil 
Status of persons, as long as they have met the 
requirements necessary for the exercise of the vote 
pursuant to this law. 

A~~icle 33. - A citize~ with right of surrrage when gra~ted 
~is iden~ity card, supplementary voting document or civic 
:=2~~ification card remains ~egistered at the Polling Statio~ in 
~~~ch it c8~responds to him to vote according to the provisions of 
:~:5 :aw. The Supre~e Electoral Council shall take the necessary 
-~3S~~~S := keep the electoral register up to date, excluding dead 
:::~:-5:):--"S 0:- :.hose 'whose card has been canceled or suspended l.n 
a==~=ia~ce ~ith the provisions of the Citizen Identification Law 
:3.:--.:: :':--.clu·::iing those who recently received their identifica::.ion 
~a==s and the duly processec changes of address. 

~icaraguans who are going to reach sixteen years of age no 
~a~2r chan the day before or on the date of the elections may ask 
:~r tieir identification card before the ninety days which precede 
=~a= date. The Supreme Electoral Council shall issue them their 
~espective card or supplementary voting document sixty days before 
::-:e elections as long as they ha',le complied wit:" the corresponding 
~:-ocedures. 

.;'::-ticle 34. The Supreme Electoral Council shall keep an 
~~~=~~:-al ::-egister of citize~5 :o~ each Polli~g Station . 

. :;'::-t.icle 35. The respect:ive electoral ::-egisters shall be 
~~blished, posting them in :he places where t~e Polling Stations 
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~ill function at least ninety days before the day of the vote. 

Article 36. - In the case of identification cards issued in 
acco~dance with the terms established in Article 37 of the Citizen 
Identification Law and of the supplementary voting documents or 
C~V1C identification card. the electoral registers will be 
?u~lished in the same way. fifty days in advance. 

Article 37.- The Supreme Electoral Council shall provide each 
one of the political parties. alliances or civic associations which 
~ay ?articipate in the elections the maps of the Polling Stations 
anc c.he corresponding electoral registers of citizens at least 
~i~ec.y days before the day of the voting. exce?t as established in 
~~e ?~eceding article. 

Article 38. 
electoral registers 

The citizens may submit objections to the 
within thirty days following their publication. 

Article 39. - The parties. alliances or associations which 
?a~~icipate in the election must submit their objections within 
:~i~ty days following the rece?tion of the elec:oral registers. In 
:~e case of Article 36 of this Law. the period will be twenty days. 

~.rticle 40. - The object.ions must be !:"esolved in time, in 
:;:-:::~:- to ;:>ublish in the place where the Polling Stations will 
~~~c:ion. the definitive electoral registers and to supply them to 
?ar:icipating political organizations thirty days before the date 
0: che voting. 

Article 41. Only those registered in the definitive 
re5?ective electoral registers may vote at a Polling Station; to 
:~e preceding article refers to the registers. with the exceptions 
e5:a~lished in this Law. 

If a citizen qualified to vote does not appear in the 
electoral register of the Polling Station corresponding to the 
?~ace of his usual residence but does ?OSSeSSe5 his identification 
ca~::l. civic identif ication card or legally issued supplementary 
document and proves that he resides in the territorial jurisdiction 
:)~ t~e respective Polling Stac.ion. the President thereof will 
a'...:.:::'o:.-ize the exercise of suft!."ag-e and will reco:-d this fact in the 
:-es?ective record. 
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Article 42. - The citizens who change their home address. must 
~otify the corresponding Municipal Deputy for Identification within 
;:he ;:hirty days following the move to initiate the process of 
registration in the corresponding Polling Station. 

Article 43. - In no case shall applications for horne address 
changes be submitted to the Polling Stations within the ninety days 
~rior ;:0 an election, plebiscite or referendum. The citizen who 
~as not made his application in time will be able to exercise the 
r:ght to vote in the Polling Station at which he is registered. 

CHAPTER III 
Registration of Citizens 

Article 44. In case of not being able ;:0 utilize the 
;ermanent electoral register to which the previous chapter refers 
>. 507:'.e <1'.'-"nicipalities, the Supreme Electoral Cou:1cil shall proceed 
:~e~e wi~~ the registration of citizens In accordance with 
~rovisions in this chapter. 

_~rticle 45. Nicaraguan citizens have the dut.y to have 
:he~selves registered in the Polling Station which corresponds to 
:~~~ in accordance the provisions of this La~ and in the period 
~5:a~:ished fo~ that purpose by the Supreme ~lec~o~al Council. In 
~~y case, ~egisc~ation must be carried out before the beginning of 
:~e e~ec~oral campaign. 

?Iticle 46. - Nicaraguans who are not of legal age to vote at 
;:~e date of registration but who will reach legal age before or on 
the election day, have the same obligation established in the above 
~r:.icle. 

Article 47.- Registration shall be conduc~ed in the Polling 
Station of the place where the citizens usually reside even though 
they may be temporarily elsewhere. 

Members of the Army of Nicaragua and 0: c"e National Police 
3hall register in the Polli:1g Statio:1 which corresponds to the 
?~aces where they are stationed. 

"'!embers, poll watchers a:1d auxiliaries of a polling Station 
s:--. .3.11 register at the Polling Station 'e.O whic"n ::.hey are assi~ed. 
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Nica"aguans who are temporarily outside the country for 
reaS8~S of education, health, business or pleasure, may be 
registered at the Consulate with jurisdiction in the place where 
:~e'''' f ind themselves, during the periods established for that 
,lU"pose, Nicaraguans who are members of the diplomatic corps also 
~ay exercise this right, The vote shall be cast in Nicaragua in 
:~e corresponding Polling Stations, with any exceptions as may be 
established in this Law, 

The Supreme Electoral Council shall establish the standards 
~illegible words] this provision, 

~rticle 48.- The Polling Stations shall be installed i~ the 
;;~aces, premises, days and hours set for the registration of 
=i:izens by the Supreme Electoral Council. There will be polling 
Stations in the border territories which facilitate registration 
~:-.::: ·/otirrg for Nicaraguan citizens resident in bordering countries. 

~~ci=le 49. Registra~ion is personal and cannot be 
=~l~;ated. In order to identify themselves and verify their age 
:~~ citize~s may utilize : 

:.) Ic.e:ltification card 

2) !:X.sS ca::-c. [social secu!:"ity1 

3 ) 

~) Passport 

1 ' _lcense 

7h~ citizens who do not have the documents to identify them 
~ay preserrt two suitable witnesses who under legal pledge testify 
:~ t~ei" icerrtity and age. Registration will be completed with the 
si;:-.a:ure and the fingerprint of the citizen, Those who do not 
'::-':Yh' ho· .... to sign may use their fingerprint. In case of pe"sons 
:ac~ing uppe" extremities note shall be made of that circumstances. 

:~r.e evidence shall be ~~faluated according to the rules of 
3:~:-'~ j~dgement by the Polling Station, which shall accept or deny 
:~~ =~gis:!:"ation. 

A"ticle 50.- Registratiorr shall occur in the voter catalogs 
~~i=~ each Polling Station shall receive, Voter catalogs shall be 
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identified with their own number and with the name, location and 
number of the Station. 

• 
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Ar~icle 51. - The following shall be recorded in the voter 
catalogs: 

1) First and last names of the citizen. 

2) Date and place of birth. 

3) Sex. 

4) Place of usual residence and address. 

5) Signature and fingerprint. If he can not sign, the 
fingerprint will suffice and when the person lacks upper 
extremities, note of this circumstance shall be made. 

6) Whether the citizen on any occasion exercised the right 
to vote in the past, marked in a special square. 

7) F~rm of identifica~ion used and the corresponding number . 

. n.rticle 52. The registered voter list shall be kept in 
dupiicate. One copy shall be kept by the Supreme Electoral Council 
a~d the other by the Elector Council of the corresponding district 
:~~ :egal ~urposes. 

Arti.::~e 53. In the registered voter list the date' of 
:-eS::'St:-aCl::ln and of voting shall be noted; it shall include a 
:-eco:-o 0: the opening and closing signed by the members of the 
Polling Station and by the poll watchers if they so desire . 

. n.rticle 5~. - Each day after the registration is finished the 
?olling Stations shall send the list of those registered to be 
p~b:ished by means of posters posted in the registration locations. 
The posters must remain there for ten days. They shall contain the 
nunber and code of registration and the first and last names of the 
citizen. 

Article 55. - Each registered citizen shall receive a civic 
::'de~tification card which shall contain: 

1) First and last names. 

2) ."ge and sex. 
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3) Home address. 

4) Location and number of the Polling Station. 

5) Registration number. 

5) S?ace to mark whether he exercised his right to vote. 

7) Seal and signatures of the President and any other member 
0: the Polling Station. 

Article 56. - The Supreme Electoral Council may im?rove the 
:o~~at and classification of the elector catalogs technically. 

Article 57. - The elector catalogs shall be ~emitted by the 
?olling Stations to the corres?onding Electo~al Council and to the 
5~p~eme Electoral Council when the registration period is 
concluded. The corres?onding Electoral Council shall proceed at 
:hei~ own initiative or at the request of the interested ?arties to 
-==<a~ine them and correct them if the case 50 !:"equi:::-es. 

Article 58. The interested ?arties may request the 
=o~~esponding Electoral Council to correct any errors of incorrect 
~~;:s:ratio~ and omissions. 

7h~ i~terested party, for ?urposes of t~e above article. is 
~~iers:ood to be the affected citizen himself and political 
parties, alliances and civic associations . 

. ~ticle 59. When the a?pellants request for the inclusion or 
exclusion of a citizen from the elector catalogs, they must do so 
. ~ w~iting, which can be submitted to the Councilor to the 
corresponding Polling Station within a period of ten days after 
registration are closed. The Station, depending on the case, shall 
remit the ?etition to the res?ective Electoral Council, which shall 
~~le within the five days following receipt of the petition. 

Article 60.- When a civic identification card is destroyed, is 
:"::>Si: O~ contains errors, t.he citizen shall appear before the 
=~rresponding Electoral Cou~cil requesting replacement or 
correction as the case may be. The Council shall rule by the third 
:::ay acco~ding to the merits of the request. The period for 
s·..:.bmitting the request shall expire thirty days afr.er the election 

T 
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Duties and Rights 
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Article 61. political parties are public law juridical 
~~=so~s of public right comprised of Nicaraguan citizens. 

T~ey shall have their own principles, political program and 
~·.lrposes. They shall be ruled by their bylaws and regulations, 
subject to the Constitution and the Laws. 

Article 52. - Rights of the political parties are: 

1) To freely organize allover the national territory. 

2) To spread thei= principles and political programs ~tlDx 

:~~ol~gical =estrictions, exce~t those established in the 

3} T::> ~::-oselytize. 

~) To adopt their own by-laws and regulations. 

5) To pronounce on public issues subject to the laws. 

5) To appoint and replace at any time their representatives 
before electoral bodies. 

7) To enter candidates in the elections. 

8) To have its own prope~ty. 

9) To form alliances among themselves. 

10) To hold private meetings and public demonstrations. 

11) To collect the r.ecessary funds for thei:.- operat.ions, 
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according to this Law and others on the subject. 

12) To have its national board of directo~s accredited by the 
Supreme Electoral Council as official observers during any 
part of the whole electo~al process, according to the 
respective regulations. 

13) To receive a budget allotment for its parliamentary g~oup 
depending on the number of Deputies it contains. 

Article 63. Duties of political parties are: 

1) To comply with the Constitution and the Laws. 

2) To guarantee the greatest possible democratic 
participation in the election of their leaders and of 
candidates fo~ the different elections in which they 
pa~ticipate as a political party. In the selection of 
t::e elect ion process I that which !=,e!."mi ts the fullest 
compliance with this duty shall prevail. 

3) To be transparent and honest in t:-:'e adrninistratio:: of 
their ecor;.omic endowment, publ ishi.:lg their financial 
state~e~ts an~ually a~d sending a copy co the Sup=eme 
~le~~~~al Council. 

~) ~o c08?ly with the =esolutio~s of the Sup=eme Electo=al 
Council. 

5) To inspire and promote the guarantees of human rights in 
the political, economic and social =ealms. 

5) To submit to the Supreme Elec:oral Council the 
composition of its national, depart2ental and municipal 
bodies as the case may be; the annulment of same, as well 
as modification of their bylaws and regulations. 

7) To respond ::'0 actions which are conducted within the 
f=amework of the alliances which they establish with 
other political ~a=ties and the s~e~ific actions which 
they conduct with them. 

,. 
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d~signating a 

CHAPTER II 

The Constitution of political Parties 

64. - Citizens inter-ested in constituting a 
report this to the Supreme Electoral 
representative and his alternate. 
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political 
Council, 

."'.rticle 65. In order to obtain legal personality the 
int~r-ested par-ties must meet the following requirements: 

1) Public document in which the political grouping is 
constituted. 

2 ) The name of the par-ty they d~sire to form, and the emblem 
'..;hich shall clearly differentiate ; --~ from the othe:r-
legally existing political parties. 

3} The political princi?les, programs and bylaws of same. 

4) The endowment. 

3) T~e name of its legal ~epresentative a~d his alternate. 

5) Constitute national boards of directo~s with a number of 
::0 less than nine membe!:"s. 

7) Constitute boar-ds of directors for- the departments and 
for- the autonomous r-egions in accor-dance with the 
Political and Administrative Division, with a number- of 
no less than seven members. 

8) Constitute municipal boards of dir-ectors of a number- no 
less than five member-s, in at least fifty per-cent of the 
municipalities or- each depar-tment or- autonomous region. 

The signatures of acceptance of the member-s of the boar-ds of 
=:r-ector-s must be authenticated by a Notar-y Public who shall give 
witr.ess to having been in their- presence and that the signator-ies 
~ave thei~ residence ~n the municipalities, departments or 
auto::.omOl!S regions which they represent. Notaries who incur in 
falsehood shall be subject to the sanctions established in the 
Notary System Law. 
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.".rticle 66. - The requirements indicated in the preceding 
Article shall be submitted to the Supreme Electoral Council through 
its Secretariat. The Council shall notify the political parties of 
said submission, sending them to be heard and receiving their 
responses, from those who so desire, within fifteen days. 

Article 67. - The political parties may object in writing to 
cne request within the period indicated and must substantiate their 
o~jection. 

IE objection is raised the Representative of the petitioning 
shall be sent for, in order that he may respond within ten 
with the answer or without it, the Supreme Electoral Council 
rule in accordance with the provisions of the Law. 

Article 68.- At any time in the processing the group 
?ecicioning may correct the deficiencies which the Supreme 
~~ec:oral Council may indicate. 

Art..icle 69. The Sunreme Electoral Council, once the 
?rocedures and terms in the above articles are completed, shall 
~~~e to s~ant or deny legal personality co the petitioning group. 

:he groups 0::- political rr:ovements which have one or more 
:e?'~:ies :.n the National Assembly and which have submitted their 
;'2:::i.:J:-: :0 the Supreme Electo:-al Council under this Law', by 
:-:3..:--:':'5::-"/ 0: same, acqui:::-e t.hei~ legal personality with all the 
r~g~:s and obligations which correspond them as a political party. 

The political parties which acquire their legal personality by 
>::'::is:ry of this Law shall submit to the Supreme Electoral Council 
:~e composition of their National Board of Directors, new 
:::e?=-r:meD.:al boards and fifty percent of the municipal boards 
corresponding to the respective departments. 

They must also present their principles, bylaws, names and 
e::-;.!Jlems, distinct from those of other legalized parties, for its 
~:::e::tification within a period of three months as established by 
::::.s Law; if they do not comply with these requirements they snaIL 
~C5e the judicial personality granted thereby . 

. ".rticle 70. - The procedure indicated in this chapter shall be 
a~olied as regards any petition for change of emblem or name of the 
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~~:::ical parties. 

Article 71. The requirements shall be the same ones 
~5:.a81ished for the national parties, but remitted to the political 
ai~i~istrative division of the autonomous regions. 

The regional parties may nominate candidates for mayors, vice 
::-.a/,:)rs and municipal councils and for council members and deputies 
~~ ~he autonomous regions. 

CHAE'TER III 

7h~ cancellation and Suspension of Legal Personality for 
Political Parties 

Article 72. - The Supreme Electoral Council may, upon its own 
c~c:iative or at the request of the Attorney General or of other 
?:)~i:.ical parties, cancel or suspend the legal personality of 
;:::: C:. ica~ part ies due to proven non-compliance wi th the duties 
~5:ajlishe= :~ this Law. 

,3·...:s!Je::.sion of a political party prohibits its operation for a 
:~:e~~inei s?a~ of time. Ca~cellation dissolves the party . 

. ';!":i..:::e 73. - ~jon-complia!1ce with the sections 1), 2), 3), 4) -, _ .. _ 'J: :)~ Ar:icle 63 and of the Ethical Standards for Election 
:a~~a~;~s i~ :~is Law are causes for suspension. 

Article 74. The followi~g are causes for cancellation: 

2) 

~ecu~~ence of a 
established in the 

failure of compliance 
preceding article. 

with that 

Violation 
financing 
regarding 

of the provisions on 
established in this Law 
their responsibilities. 

origin and 
for political 

use of 
parties 

3) Self-dissolution of the political party or merger with 
another one . 

.;) Not obtair.ing the election at least of one Deputy in 
gene~al elections. 
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Article 75. Once the procedure is begun on its own 
i:1itiative or the petition for suspension or cancellation is 
received. the party affected shall be sent for to be heard and 
given six days to respond as it sees fit. 

has 
With or without the response. once the 
passed. the Supreme Electoral Council 

above mentioned time 
shall begin taking 

testimony for ten days and shall rule within fifteen days. 

Article 76. - After the Supreme Electoral Council. using the 
?<Y~'ers conferred upon it by this Law •. rules on the definitive 
resolutions regarding political parties. the political parties or 
?e~~tioning groups may appeal to the Courts of Justice. 

TITLE: VI 

The Nomination of Candidates 

GL1I.PTE:~ I 
Poli~ical Parties and Coalitions 

.:l.=ticle 77. ?or the ~Qmination of candidates, political 
;~~=~es ~ust p~esen~ to the Sup=eme Electoral Council a written 
~e~~est w~ich must contain: 

1) Certification statl:1g legal personality 

2) The name of its legal representative and that of the 

alternate 

3) The identification of the election or elections in which 
they shall participate 

4) The lists of candidates with the residence, place and 
date of birth and length of residence in the 

~unicipality. department or region as the case may be. 

5) The name of the office for which it nominates them. 

6) The initials, emblem and colors which have been adopted 



for their identification 
provisions of Article 65 of 

in accordance 
this Law. 

with 
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the 

Article 78. - For the nomination of candidates, the coalitions 
of political parties must submit to the Supreme Electoral Council 
a written petition which must contain: 

1) Certification which confirms the legal personality of the 
political parties which comprise it. 

2) Public Document which confirms the constitution of the 
coalition and its name. 

3) The requirements of sections 2), 3), 4), 5) and 6) of the 
preceding article. 

Article 79. - The Supreme Electoral Council, once compliance 
·,·~t~ the requirements which candidates must meet in accordance '"'ith 
~~e provisions of the constitution and the laws on the subject and 
:h~ two preceding articles has been confirmed, shall proceed with 
:~e registration of the nominated candidates. 

Art.icle 80. .tl. s:>olicical party which fo:-;ns part of an 
~:~=~oral coalition cay ~ot nominate its own candidates in the 
~~s:~icc ~~e=e :he coalicion in which 
:. ':-:-= sarile of f ices. ?or- purposes of 
~8~ie5 may form political coalitions 

it participates does so, for 
this provisio~, political 

for: 

1) Participating in all the elections 

2) Participating in SOi71€ of the electio:1s 

3) Participating in a specific election. 

The parties or coalitions of parties may enter candidates for 
all the elections to which Article 1 of this Law refers. 

The civic associations ~ay nominate 
";':"::e mayors, municipal cou:l.cils in the 
:-:e:::'::'ers of the Councils of t:.he autonomous 
~oast. 

candidates for mayors I 

whole country and for 
regions of the Atlantic 

Article 81. - Those who do not meet the q'.lalifications, who 
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are not qualified or who are prohibited in accordance with the 
provisions of the Constitution and the laws on the subject cannot 
be registered as candidates for elected office described in Article 
1 of this Law. 

CHAPTER 88 

Popular Nomination 

Article 82. - Nicaraguan citizens have the right to submit 
candidates by popular nomination to participate in the elections 
referred to in the last paragraph of Article 80 of this Law. 

For this purpose they must introduce before the Supreme 
~lectoral Council: 

1) Written petition signed by a minimum of five percent of 
the citizens included in the Electoral Register 
corresponding to the respective electoral district, with 
their legal names and particulars inscribed by Law in the 
Slectoral Registers from the last election. 

2) The name, initials, emblems and colors by which they wish. 
to be identified. 

3) ,:"e requirements under numbers 2), 3), 4) and 5) of 
A=ticle 77 of this Law. 

4) The list of the notaries who shall testify to the 
supporting signatures. 

Article 83. The petition referred 
Ar=~cle must be created specifically for each 
:::"s::.!'"ict. 

to in the preceding 
election and for each 

Article 84. The notaries shall require the citizens to 
?~:sent their identity card if they have one O~ any other means of 
i.de:1c.ification. 

Inclusion in the electoral registers shall be a requirement 
:or the support signature or registration in the registered voter 
lists of the last election, except for Nicaraguans who may not have 
~een of the required age or may have a legitimate excuse. 



Article 85. - The Supreme Electoral Council 
=~~jidacies by popular nomination when all 
established the Law have been met. 

General Provisions. 
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shall register the 
the requirements 

Article 86. - The political parties or coalitions may propose 
=~~didates in one, in several or in all the districts of an 
-=~~ction. 

The lists which they submit for each district do not 
~ecessarily need to have the total number of candidates. 

Kegistration of a citizen for more than one office in the same 
e~ection shall not be accepted. 

Article 87. - The Supreme Electoral Council shall establish in 
:~2 electoral calendar the legal period for the registration of 
=~~::iidates, which shall be prior to the appointment of poll 
~~:chers. political parties, coalitions or civic associations may 
rep~ace or withdraw their candidates in one, several or all the 
:::~s::ricts during the period indicated or during the extension which 
-~~ Su?~ene Electo=al Council may grant them. 

A~=icl~ 33. When the Supreme Electoral Council, in 
3::=~dan=e with the p=ovisions of this Law, denies a petition or 
r2:~ses a candidate due to the failure to comply with the 
re:::,..:iremer1t.s of the Law, it shall notify the party, coalition or 
-= i'f ic association within three days following the resolution, in 
order to correct the defects or to replace the candidates. 

If the notification is given within the last five days of the 
r2~istrat.ion period, the council shall give the applicant an 
a:::::iitional period of five days, not extendable, to replace the 
c~~::iidates or correct the failures . 

.ll.rticle 89. Once the period of registration ends, the 
'::'~?reme Electoral Council shall publish the lists of candidates in 
::-.2 principal written communications media, once, so that the 
c=~i:ical parties participating in the electoral process can 
=~a~lenge said candidacies before the third day. 

Once t.hat term has transpired and no appeal has been filed or, 
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~aving been filed it was settled, the Supreme Electoral Council 
shall send the definitive list of candidates to be published in the 
Official Daily Gazette and in newspapers with national circulation. 

TITLE VII 

The Electoral Campaign 

CHAPTE~ I 
Campaign Advertising 

Article 90. - During the electoral campaign, the opening and 
closing of which shall be determined by the Supreme Electoral 
:::>'.1::cil, the political parties, coalitions of parties or civic 
:ssociations fielding candidates shall develop activities aimed to 
::>j:aining the votes of the citizens, explaining their ideological 
7r~n::iples, their political, social and economic programs and their 
,,::>·:ern:::er!t platforms, which may be carried out ir! any place in 
~~ich citizens with voting rights are found. 

The electoral campaign shall have a duration oe. 

:) Seve~ty-five days fo~ presidential elections and for 
J'2;Jl.l'C.ies to t.he Nat.ional Assembly a::i fo!" the Central 
~~e~ican Parliamenc campaigns. 

2) ?orty-two days for elections of me~bers of the Regional 
Councils, Mayors, Vice Mayors and the Municipal Councils. 

~~en si~ultaneous elections are called the electoral campaign 
~~ich offers the greater period shall be utilized. 

en the case where the electoral campaign has a second run-off 
-=~ection, it shall also be conducted betweer! the intermediate 
~e=iod, with a duration of twenty days. 

The advertising period for the plebiscites a::d referenda shall 
=-=: :.:--.i:-ty days. 

.::.:-ticle 91. During the electoral 
~~=:.ies, coalitions or civic associations 
ordinary advertising, publish books, 

campaign the political 
may, in addi:ion to their 

magazines, brochures, 
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leaflets, loose pages, posters, signs and others; to make use of 
the press, radio and television and conduct proselytizing 
activities of various kinds in accordance with the laws in force 
a~d ~ith the regulations of the Supreme Electoral Council. 

All electoral advertising must identify the political party, 
coalition or civic association which issues it. The printed 
advertising must carry the copyright. 

In addition, the following may also be utilized: 

1) Loudspeakers both stationary and mobile, between seven in 
the morning and eight at night. 

2) Banners, placards, posters, drawings and other similar 
means which may be fastened to buildings or fixtures, 
with the authorization of the owner or inhabitant but in 
~o case on public monuments or buildings, churches or 
r.emples. 

Article 92. The political parties, coalit.ions or civic 
~ssociatior.s must receive acc~editation by the Sup~eme Electo~al 
:8'...:::.::il fo:- a representac.ive and his alternat.e for ;:u:-poses of t.he 
ele::toral campaign. 

Article 93. - The following procedures shall be followed for 
:he holdi~S of public demonstrations during the electoral campaign: 

1) The political parties, coalitions, and civic associations 
shall submit an application to the corresponding 
Slectoral Council carry out the demonstration, 
indicating the date, time, place and route at least a 
week in advance. 

2) The Electoral Council shall rule within forty-eight hours 
following the submission of the application. 

3) In case of demonstrations which may coincide in time and 
place, the Electoral Council may modify the scheduling of 
the activities, in consultation with the applicants in 
order to avoid disturbances of the peace. The 
application submitted first shall have preference. 



36 

The Supreme Electoral Council shall coordinate with the 
corresponding agencies such that demonstrations of another kind and 
which are not partisan do not interfere with the electoral 
cam9aign. 

CHAPTER II 
The Uses of Radio and Television Media 

Article 94. During the electoral campaign for President and 
Vice President of the Republic. both for the first and second 
elec~ion if there should be one and for Deputies to the National 
Assembly and for the Central American Parliament. the use of the 
communications media shall be regulated as follows: 

1) The Supreme Electoral Council guarantees to political 
parties or coalitions of parties which field candidates: 

l.l Thirty minutes daily on each state television 
channel 

1.2. Forty-five rni~u:es daily on each on9 of the state 
radio broadcasts 

These times shall be distributed a~ong the political 
;~~~~~5 O~ =~alit~ons in equal shares. 

7he p~~itical parties or ?arty coalitions may use the time 
corresponding to them all at one time or distributed during the 
· .. eek. For this purpose. they shall submit their proposal for 
calendar dates and program schedule to the Supreme Electoral 
::o'.1ncil which, after considering them. taking into account the 
5che:iuling of the state television channels and the radio media. 
5:-:2011 dra",· up the final calendar and schedule. assuring equity in 
-~~ distrijution of the radio and television times. 

2) The Supreme Electoral Council shall guarantee to the 
political parties or party coalitio:'.s that may field 
registered candidates. the right to contract in the 
private communications media for their electoral 
campaign. 

3) Overall. it shall not be possible to devote daily to 
election advertising more than: 
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3.1 Thirty minutes on each television channel 

3.2 Forty-five minutes on each radio station 

3.3 Two full pages in each newspaper 

~o party or coalition may contract more than 10% of the time 
or space allowed on the radios and the television channels. 

~) The state and private television channels and the 
different radio stations shall submit within a determined 
period their estimated price lists to the Supreme 
~lectoral Council, who shall establish same, which is not 
to exceed the price set in ordinary times. 

~ach party or coalition shall pay the production and 
performance costs of their programs. 

~) c:C o::-de::- to protect national companies the production and 
perfo::-mance of the radio and television programs must be 
done in the country, but this is not possible, they may 
be made abroad. The Supreme Electoral Council shall rule 
on such impossioi 1 i ty, after decision from the 
~o~~espo~dir.g technical bodies. 

_'::".:-::..=:,,~ 35. ?o:::- the mayo!:'al, vice-mayo!:"al and municipal 
::·...:.:-.::.:...:.5 e':"'e.::ions the Supreme Electoral Council shall guarantee to 
~~=~ ~~~ of ~he political parties, coalitions of parties or civic 
5.S50::::.at.lor:.s: 

~! ?ifteen minutes daily in each one of the state radio 
stations which do not have national coverage, in those 
districts which have registered candidates. 

2) Ten minutes daily on each one of the state radio stations 
with national cove::-age and three minutes on each state 
television channel, at the close of the campaign, if they 
~egistered candidates at least in sixty percent of the 
i:\unicipalities. 

The Supreme Electo::-al Council shall classify radio 
station broadcasts to determine extent of their 
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Article 96. -In the electoral campaign for Regional councils 
::-! the autonomous regions of the Atlantic Coast, the Supreme 
~lectoral Council shall guarantee to the political parties, party 
coalitions or civic associations: 

1) Twenty minutes daily on each one of the state radio 
stations of the autonomous regions. 

2) Fi ve minutes dai lyon each one of the state radio 
stations with national coverage and on the state 
television channels for the opening and closing of the 
electoral campaign. 

?ree contracting may not exceed the times indicated. 

These times shall be distributed among the political bodies in 
e~~al parts. In no case shall the minimum radio time be less than 
~~ree minutes per week, although the total guaranteed time may be 

Article 97. The provisions regarding the radio and 
:21evision media relating to the distribution of time, the 
~~~cedure for pyeparation of the calendar, schedule, payment and 
~3~~~~is~ment of prices, shall apply in the municipal elections and 
-~~ ~egio~al Co~ncils of the Atlantic Coast autonomous regions. 

~~ticle 98. - The simultaneous occur~ence of two or more kinds 
elections does not produce 

established in the foregoing 
a cumulative effect on the times 

articles. The alternative which 
o:fers the greatest amount of time shall be utilized. 

CH..h.PTER III 
General Provisions 

.h.rticle 99. The rights established in the two previous 
c~a?ters correspond exclusively to the political parties, 
coalitions or civic associations which have fielded candidates. 

Article 100. - Electoral advertising shall promote citizens' 
~~~~i~ipation in the electoral process . 

. ".rticle 101. Seventy-two hours before election day all 
e~ectoral campaign activity shall cease and the communications 
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2edia shall be at the order of the Supreme 2lectoral Council to 
~roadcast information about the procedures for exercising the right 
t.o vote. 

Article 102. - The political parties, coalitions or civic 
associations which consider that their rights have been violated 
may appeal to the Supreme Electoral Council against the decisions 
0: the Electoral Councils, within the term of six days plus the 
oe::iod for the distance, from the date of notification of the 
corresponding resolution. 

The Supreme Electoral Council shall 
~~=eivins evidence for a period of three days 
ruling in the next three days. 

CHAPT2:l. IV 

settle the 
and handing 

The financing of the electoral campaign 

appeal, 
down the 

Article 103. The Government shall designate a specific 
~~dsetary allotment to finance the costs of the electoral campaign 
o~ the political pa::-ties, coalitions and civic associations which 
a::-e participating in the elections and anothe::.- sgeciric allotment 
:0 Eacili:ate it by way of loans through the Ministry of Finance. 

A::-tic:le 10';. - The Supreme Electoral Council shall submit to 
-:.-.=> ::::-:ecu.::.ive ?o!,.;er a draft !Judge:: for the pt.:.::-poses of the previous 
ar~~cle, and who shall handle the necessary procedures. 

.I\.rticle 105. 
personality shall have 

All the political parties with legal 
access to financing and shall provide a 

de?osit with real or similar guarantees for the amounts that they 
::-e=elve, to ensure proper use of the funds. 

The political parties which have parliamentary representation 
a::d have registered candidates shall receive the budgetary 
allotment in equal parts. This shall not vary, even when the 
?arties enter into coalitions and they shall always be individually 
::-es90nsible for the proper use of the amount received. 

The political parties 0:: coalitions discussed above must 
=ei~urse the state the amount. !:'eceived if they do not obtain as a 
?a=cy or coalition at least o~e Deputy or do r.o~ participate in the 
elections. 
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The political parties which do not have parliamentary 
representation may agree to the financing mentioned in the final 
part of Article 103, distributed in equal parts among the parties 
~ho participate in the elections. Financing of each one of these 
parties shall not be greater than what is received by the party 
which does have parliamentary representation. The obligation to 
reimburse the financing received shall only apply to the political 
parties or coalitions which do not obtain at least one seat or do 
~ot participate in the elections. 

The term for repayment shall be five years with three percent 
(3%-) interest compounded annually on the balance. 

Article 105. - Civic associations shall also have access to 
:: i:1ancing described in the same terms which are granted to the 
political parties without representation in the Na:ional Assembly. 

.. .:.::e 

?-epayment in these cases must be made when the candidate(s) do 
o~tain a third of the valid votes in the elections for Mayor or 

Mayor or for membership in the Municipal Councils . 

Article 107. - The financing discussed above fo~ each party or 
::''.·ic association may be distributed by the Supreme Electoral 
:~~~cil according to the dist~icts in which candidates have been 
~~~isce~ec and the number of candidates registered. 

The S~preme Electoral Council shall make the corresponding 
::':'s::.~ibution. 

Article 108. The 
ass~ciation which receives 
.- exclusively for its 

political party, coalition, or civic 
state financing shall be obliged to use 
electoral campaign and to render in 

~:J·::·":':7'.ented and detailed manner, a written account of its investment 
:0 :he General Comptroller's Office of the Republic. 

All sums originating from that financi:1g a:1d not used or 
u~ilized for different purposes than those contemplated by this 
~a·"" must be reimbursed to the State within thirty days following 
=~e e~d of the electoral campaign. 

Without prejudice to the offenses which may result from the 
report of the Comptroller, the mere fact of u:ilizing the funds for 
p~rposes different from that of the electoral campaign shall be 
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::Y,?ified as fraud. 

The responsibllities shall fall directly upon those who 
c~~~itted the offenses and those who assumed the responsibility for 
~anagement of the funds received from the Supreme Electoral Council 
s~all be characterized as co-conspirator. 

Article 109. The political parties, coalitions or civic 
associations may receive donations from Nicaraguan citizens 
resident in the country, within the amounts and limits and with 
regard to the requirements and terms established by this Law. They 
~aj ~ot receive them from state institutions, private or mixed, 
·,·~.e:her they are domestic or foreign. Donations coming from 
~·~tside the country are categorically prohibited, except for 
technical assistance and training. 

Article 110. - Direct private contributions must be deposited 
5~ecial accounts opened in State banks for each political party, 

c~a~~tion and civic association. For this purpose they shall open 
a~ account to receive the contributions destined to centers for 
~~litical training and another for electoral campaigns. 

Tnese direct p~ivate cont~ibutions to the political parties, 
:=~liLions and civic associatio~s shall be tax free. 

~~~ doc~mentation of the direct private contributions to the 
;::::':"::.i.cal ?a:-::ies, coalitions and civic associations shall be 
c~blic and shall remain at the disposal of the General Comptroller 
':i: :.he ? ... epublic. 

?olitical parties, coalitions and civic associations may not 
~==~~t O~ receive di=ectly 0= indirectly: 

.~,onymous private 
collections. 

contributions, except for group 

2) Contributions coming from autonomous or decentralized 
national, regional, departmental or municipal entities . 

. ,<rticle 111. - The political parties, coalitions and civic 
a5s~ciations which receive prohibited contributions shall incur a 
~~~e equivalent to double the amount of the donation or illicit 
c~~tribution, without prejudice to the other sanctions established 
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~a~dataries and/or 
;:)l.:~ishable act. 

the corresponding 
representatives who 
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penalties for authorities, 
may have participated in the 

Juridical 
':':,~:ur a fine 

persons who 
equi valent to 

make prohibited contributions shall 
double the amount of the illicit 

~~~tribution, without prejudice to the penal sanctions which 
correspond to the directors, managers, members or the oversight 
Council, administrators, mandataries or representatives who may 
~ave participated in the punishable act. 

Natural persons who make prohibited contributions shall incur 
a :~ne equivalent to double the contribution made and shall be 
de~rived of the exercise of the right to elect and be elected in 
;:e~eral and party elections, at the same time they shall be 
~':'s~alified from holding public office for the term of two to six 
;ea=s, without prejudice to the penal sanctions which correspond. 

~~nes =eferred to shall be heard and settled by the competent 
j~dicial authority in accordance with the ordinary proceeding and 
=:-:..1.5: be !,aid to the :r-evenue se:-vice and shall be in designated for 
:~e Supreme Electoral Council Eo~ development of the identification 
==.::-c p:-og:::-arn. 

a55~=iatiC~5 shall enjoy duty-free 
::.:":e::-:1.5i=-.S materials, with ~!"ior 

pa!"ties, coalitions or civic 
status for i~porting electoral 
authorization of the Supreme 
comply immediately with such ~~eccoral Council. Customs must 

2.'...!::::'o:-ization. 

CP_lI.PTER V 

~thical Standards of the Electoral Campaign 

Article 113. Electio!:. advertising must adhere to the 
~alues, p:-inciples and rights enshrined in the Constitution. 
?~~itical 9arties, coalieions, and civic associations must strictly 
=~s~:cc e~~ical and moral sLa~da~ds and due cQnsideration among 
~~~~s:lves; and to the candidates nominated, the voters and the 
:::. ::araguan ~eople. 

Adve::::.ising by political institutions must deal with programs 
0: governrne~L and the values a~d principles which sustain them; at 
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t~e same time they may promote public awareness of the political 
:=ajectory, qualities and virtues which heighten the image of the 
candidates, who are prohibited from denigrating, offending or 
diminish their adversaries. 

Penal actions due to damage and slander committed against the 
candidates shall be consistent with common legislation. 

The use of goods belonging 
?=opaganda purposes is prohibited. 
p=oselytizing may be practiced. 

to the State for 
In public offices no 

political 
political 

P~y accusation of violation of this provision or of any 
:Jt"er type of coercion shall be dealt with as provided and 
established in this Law and those responsible shall be held 
responsible for electoral crimes. 

Article 114. The Supreme Electoral Council, thirty days 
~e:ore the start of the electoral campaign, shall issue a specific 
=e;ulation of the electoral ethics. 

TITLE: VIII 

Voting 

C!-L".PTER I 
Casting the vote 

Article 115. - Citizens shall go to the polls depositing the 
~c=e at the Polling Station on whose list they are registered. 

Article 116. - The day set for the voting, the members of the 
?olling Stations, with their respective alternates, shall assemble 
in the corresponding polling places at six in the morning. Once 
the Station is complete, the alternates shall withdraw from the 
po~ling place. Voting shall commence at seven In the morning . 

. Z\rticle 117. The Polling Stations shall operate in the 
pc~ling place which the corresponding Electoral Council makes known 
:0 the public for this purpose, within the demarcation established 
by the Supreme Electoral Council in accordance with Article 23 of 
cn:s Law. The Polling Stations must meet the requirements 
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established by this Law in order to guarantee the secret vote and 
~he purity of the electoral process. 

The Polling Stations which due to forces beyond human control 
have to change their locations within their territorial limits may 
co so with prior authorization from the Electoral Council of the 
corresponding district. 

Under no circumstances shall the Polling Stations be located 
... military or police installations, party premises, houses of 
political leaders, temples. It is also prohibited to install the 
?olling Stations on the premises of bars, billiard parlors and 
ocher centers of relaxation or of vice. 

Article 118. - Members of the Polling Stations shall draw up 
C;>ening Ninutes and a constitution in the manner and with the 
co;>ies determined by the Supreme Electoral Council which must 
:"-:co:-d: 

l) Kame and office of those who compose it. 

2) Record that the ;>olling place mee:s the established 
conditions. 

3 j :':--:-: r'.·..lmber of ballot..s received fo:- t.::e v8:.ing. 

4) Record that the ballot boxes Wo-~ reviewed in the 
presence of the poll watchers, establishing that they are 
empty and that they are closed and sealed in that state. 

5) A copy of the Opening Minutes and constitution must 
be delivered to each of the poll watchers. 

6) The signature of the members of the Polling Station. 
These documents may be signed by the poll watchers if 
they so desire. 

Article 119. - While the voting proceeds and until the vote 
count is signed it shall be prohibited: 

1) To change the polling place. 

2) To illegally introduce or extract ballots from the ballot 
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boxes. 

3) Remove papers or any other electoral material or any 
documentation from the voting location. 

It shall also be prohibited for members of the Station to 
a:::5e"c t.b.emselves from their posts. If due to forces beyond human 
co"c:::-ol, any of the members should have to be absent, the alternate 
~~5C be inst.alled. If the latter can not do so the voting shall 
:::::J,,;:inue with the members present.. Everything shall be reco:::-ded in 
:::'-2 fo!inutes. 

.~.:::-t.icle 120. The voting shall conclude at six ~n the 
e~en~ng, it. can not be closed while there are registered citizens 
·.,,,L:.ing cneir turn, but the voting can be considered closed earlier 
:: :~-2 ~~gis~e~ed pe~sons co~~es?onding to the Station have already 

.".,,"ci.:::::'e :"21. - In every Polling Station there shall be ballot 
::0;.:e5 fo:::- all ballot.s in accordance with the regulations set by the 
5~?=eme Sleccoral Council. 

A::::-cicle 122. - ?O~ the ace of voting the 9rocedure shall be: 

=-) :::::=.:::-.. ~/ote= shall personally present himself at. the 
?e>llir..g Statio:1, showing nlS identification card, his 
s:..:.pplemen:::ary voting- document or his civic identification 
ca::::-d. 

2) The Polling St.ation shall verify the validity of the 
identity card, the supplementary voting document O~ the 
civic identificat.ion card and if it. corresponds to its 
bearer: it. shall be confirmed whether the voter is 
registered on the electoral register or the registered 
voter lists as the case may be, to deliver to him the 
corresponding elect.oral ballots. 

If the voter is d~ly identified as a resident of that 
elect.oral district 'with his identification card, his 
supplementary voting document or his civic identification 
card and his name does not appear on the listing of the 
electoral register or in the voter catalog it appears 
w::::-itten differently E::::-om the one that the listed on the 
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identify documents, the members of the Polling Station 
must accept the exercise of the suffrage, making note of 
this circumstance in the closing Minutes. 

3) The President of the Polling Station shall explain to the 
voter the way to cast the vote. 

4) The voter shall mark on each electoral ballot with an "X" 

or any other sign the square of his preference and shall 
insert it duly folded into the corresponding ballot box. 

I f the "X" or any other sign has been marked on the 
ballot outside of the circle, but the intention of the 
voter can be understood, the vote shall be considered 
valid. 

Article 123. - The members of the Polling Station, the poll 
·..;a::chers accredited before them and their auxiliary personnel, 
located in the Polling Stations other than those in which they are 
=egiscered, shall be able to vote in them after presentation of 
:hei= identification card, supplementary voting document or their 
=~vic identification ca~d ani c~edentials. This shall be reco=ded 

::he Minutes. 

of 
act 
the 

of voting is finished, before 
right hand ~us: be put into 

':":-:iel.ible ir..k so as to mark it to the base of t:'1e fingernail. 
~acking that finger the elector shall introduce the finger of the 
left hand or any other finger of his hands if the thumbs are 
~issing. The ink must be on the same table on which the Polling 
5:a~ion 0gerates. 

Random samples of the ink shall be analyzed by representatives 
o~ political parties before the Supreme Electoral Council prior to 
its distribution to the Polling Stations. The job of distribution 
of these materials by the Supre~e Electoral Council to the polling 
Sta~ions must be supervised by the poll watchers of the 
participating political bodies. 

Article 125. - Persons who have a physical impediment may be 
acco~panied by a trusted person to exercise their right to vote. 
7his shall be noted in the ~espective minutes. 
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When the physical impediment is that of the upper extremities 
:~e ~ark with indelible ink may be done on any visible part of the 
body. This shall be recorded in the respective Minutes. 

Article 126. - The following are prohibited on election day: 

1) Spectacles or public meetings which interfere with the 
holding of the elections, 

2) Sale and distribution of alcoholic beverages, 

3) Armed entry into the polling place, 

4) Proselytizing or advertising, such as: buttons, caps or 
T shirts or scarves or any other kind, inside the polling 
place. 

5) Arriving in a drunken state. 

5) ?orming groups around the polling places. 

7) Placing propaganda from political parties, coalitions or 
civic associations in the voting area. 

3) .~ ... ny othe!:" acti~iit.y which tends to iiTIpede or to disturb 
ch~ normal conduct of the voting. 

9) Presence of the Electoral Police inside the polling 
place, unless called upon by the Polling Station. 

Article 127. - When the voting is completed the members of the 
?olling Station shall draw up the closing minutes, copies of which 
::-:..::;: De delivered to each one of the poll watchers and which must 
::':):-.:.aln: 

1) The time when the voting ended. 

2) The number of voters who voted. 

3) The name of the poll watchers who were present at the 
voting and their complaints. 

,.) The number of ballots which were received and those 



• 

48 

which were not used. 

The members of the Polling Station and the poll watchers from 
t~e political parties, coalitions or civic associations must sign 
t;"e Ninutes. 

I f the poll watchers refuse to sign, procedures shall be 
f~llowed according to section 10) of Article 29 of this Law, but if 
=~ey have filed complaints and did not sign, this shall be null and 
v~id. The amount consigned shall be written in ink in letters and 

Appeals or challenges shall be submitted on ~rdinary paper, 
::-.a:luscripts or typewritten, indicating the reason and its 
j~stification and must be signed by the appellant poll watcher. 

Article 128. - The Constitution of Nicaragua establishes the 
r~;ht of suffrage of all Nicaraguan citizens. 

2xercise of the right to vote of Nicaraguan ci:izens residing 
ajroad shall be restricted to the election of President and Vice 
?==sident of the Republic and must be carried out ~nder the same 
==~~itions of purity, equality, transparency, sec~rity, control, 
3·..:;;-=::-~.rision and verification as that which is exe~c':'sed within the 
~a:i~~al te::-ritory. 

?O~ casting of the vote in this case, 
~~quirements, it is necessary: 

among other 

1) To qualify a location as Nicaraguan territory abroad 
under the legal fiction of extraterritoriality. 

2) Transfer personnel and electoral material from the 
Supreme Electoral Cou:lcil. 

3) Presence of poll watchers from the political parties or 
coalitions participating in the ele~tions with the same 
powers established in this Law for suffrage within the 
country. 

4) Drafting of a register by the Supreme Electoral Council 
which enables determining and registering the number of 
Nicaraguan citizens residing abroad with the right to a 
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vote. 

For the elections of 1996 the Supreme Electoral Council, 
by means of the necessary evaluation, must establish 
sufficiently in advance whether they can comply with the 
conditions enumerated in this article and shall rule 
according to their evaluation. 

Resolutions of the Supreme Electoral Council must be decided 
:"::-:3.r1.imously. 

CfLZI.PTER I I 

Vote Count 

Article 129. - When the voting is completed and the closing 
>:~:-.. ..:t:es are signed, the Polling Station shall ?roceed to carry out 
:~~ vo~e count in the same polling place and in view of the poll 
· ... ·a:.cne:-s. 

For that purpose the ballot boxes shall be opened, after 
~~=o:,dins ~heir state. 

~~e electoral oa110ts shall be counted and examined to verify 
· ... <-:~::-:e:- c::e ~uant.ity cor:-esponds to that of the ;:>ersons who voted . 

. ~.rti.cle 130. - Only a vote cast on the official ballot and 
i7:a:-ked with an "X" or any other sign, in one of the circles 
designated for that end and which clearly demonstrates the voter's 
~~~e~:ion shall be considered a valid vote. 

In a case in which the sign is outside of the circle but the 
~~:e~t:ion of the voter can still be interpreted it must be 
co~sidered valid. 

Article 131. - Ballots for which the inte~tion of the voter 
=a~ ~ot be determined and those deposited without marking shall be 
:--.:.::1 and void. 

Article 132. - Valid votes shall be classified and counted 
according to the classifications of the Regulations declared by the 
3~9:-eme Electoral Council. 
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A=ticle 133. - The record of the vote count shall be drawn up 
the manner and number determined by the Supreme Electoral 

Council, in accordance with this Law, including those which each 
o~e of the poll watchers must receive and must designate: 

1) The total number of votes cast. 

2) The number of valid votes. 

3) The number of null and void votes. 

4) The number of ballots received and those which were not 
ut il i zed. 

5) The valid votes obtained by each political pa=ty, 
coalition or civic association for the corresponding 
election. The nurr~er of votes shall be recorded in the 
~ocument in numbers and letters. 

5) Co~plaints made by the poll watchers as to the validity 
0= invalidity of the votes and about any other incident. 
Membe~s of the Polli~g Station and the poll watche~s f~om 
t~e political pa~ties, coalitions or civic associations 
5~all sig~ the Mi~~=e5 in accordance wit~ to this law. 

~=:ic~e 13~. - When the vote count is completed the President 
~_ ~~e ?Ql:~~g Station shall =e?ort, in the p~esence and with the 
=o~:i=mation of the poll watchers, by telegraph or by any other way 
to the Sup=eme Electoral Council and to the =espective Electoral 
Co·~r:::il the results of the co==esponding vote count. . 

. ~ticle 135. - The Sup=eme ~lectoral Council, as it. receives 
~~e telegrams and reports of the results of the vote count, shall 
::::C".e~iat.ely make them known to the poll watche=s acc=edited before 
:~at Council and shall make ?ub~ic pa~tial, p=ovisional reports. 

Article 136. - The Preside~t or in his absence any membe= of 
:~e ?olling Station shall personally take to the Electoral Council 
0: ~:s district, in company wit.h the poll watchers who so desire 
;,:-::: ..... .:.:.::. dl1~ protection, the ::Jllowing documents: 

1) The Opening Minutes and constitution. 
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2 ) The Closing Minutes. 

3 ) The Record of the vote count. 

<; ) The valid votes. 

5) The unused electoral ballots. 

5 ) The invalid votes. 

7) The catalog or the list of voters. 

Article 137.- The Electoral Council shall review the 
arithmetic of the votes in the record of the vote count 
!~mediately received from each one of the Polling Stations. The 
:~~icents reported in the documents drawn up i~ the Polling 
S:ations which do not affect the validity of the voting process and 
:~eir results shall not be cause of nullity. 

The ~lectoral Council can not open the bags or packages which 
cO:1tain the electoral ballots coming from t!1e Polling Stations 
e:<cept in the case of a challenge or appeal agains: a determined 
e~ection in any Polling Station. Said appeals or c!1allenges must 
2~ setcled by said Council within a maximum time pe~iod of forty-

When the above has been concluded, it shall d~aw up a review 
:)ocument, a copy of which shall be immediately sent to the Supreme 
~lectoral Council, and which must fill all the requirements applied 
co the closing Minutes and Record of the vote count from the 
?~lling Station, as may be pertinent. 

The Document shall be signed by the poll watchers from the 
political parties, coalitions or civic associations who are present 
a~d they shall receive copies of ut. If they ~efuse to sign the 
proceedings comply with this Law, but if they have registered 
complaints and did not sign they shall be null and void. 

The Electoral Council, when so request.ed by the 
=~?~esentatives of the political parties, party coali:ions or civic 
associations which have concurred at the elections, shall issue 
ce~cification of the vote count. 
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Article 138. - Once the final results of the vote count and 
r3views are received by the Supreme Electoral Council it shall 
total them and proceed in accordance with provisions of this Law. 

TITLE IX 

SINGLE CHAPTER 

The Plebiscite and the Referendum 

Article 139. - A plebiscite is a direct consultation which is 
::-,aC3 with the public regarding decisions which are within the 
pow3rs granted to the Executive Power and transcendency of which 
a:fects the fundamental interests of the nation, 

~~ticle 140. - A referendum is the act of submitting directly 
::::J ti:3 p30ple laws or reforms of an ordinary or constitutional 
:-.a.:L::-:, fo!: their ratification. 

Article 141. - The initiative of the legislative Decree of a 
?~=~iscite corresponds to the President of the Republic or directly 
:::J ::he people if requested with no less than fifty thousand 
.;:';::acures. 

A~cicle 142. - The initiative of the legislative decree for a 
=2~e=endu~ corresponds to one third of the Deputies ~o the National 
.~.ssembly or directly to the people when requested with no less 
~han fifty thousand signatures. 

A:.-ticle 143. When the Legislative Decree to Convene is 
approved, the Supreme Electoral Council shall draw up the calendar 
'"':-.i:::;-, shall contain the duration of the advertising campaign and 
:~3 31ection day. The Council shall apply this Law where 
?ertinent. 

The financing for th3 advertising campaigns for the 
~~e~iscites and referenda and :he use of the communications media 
s~all be regulated as provided by the Suprem3 Electoral Council. 

Article 144. 
whi:::h obtains the 
approved. 

In the plebiscites and referenda the option 
majority of valid votes shall be declared 

, ' 
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TITLE X 

SINGLE CfUI.PTER 

Slectoral Districts 

Article 145. - Election of the President and Vice President of 
~he Republic shall be carried out within the national territorial 
l'::'mits. 

Article 146. - Election of the twenty (20) national Deputies 
~~ ~he National Assembly and of the twenty (20) Deputies to the 
Ce~tral American Parliament shall be carried out within the 
~~tional territorial limits and in accordance with the provisions 
:): this Law. 

Article 147. - The election of seventy (70) of the ninety (90) 
J-2;:r..!:ies to the National .:l..ssembly shall be carried out in 
~e?artmental electoral districts and those of the autonomous 
~egions in accordance with the following distri~ution: 

. , Department of Boaco, two (2 ) Deputies 
2 :. Departmer!t of Carazo, three (3) 
, 

De~a::-~~e::.:. of Cninar;.dega, six (5 ) 

- De?ar:mer;,t of Chon:ales, three (3 ) 

~. Depart.r:1ent of Esteli, three (3) 
5 ) Department of Granada, th:-ee (3) 
7) Department of Jinotega, t.hree (3) 
3 j Department of Leon, six (5 ) 

9 ) Department of Madriz, two (2 ) 

::) Department of Managua, nir:eteen (19) 
::) Department of Masaya, four (4 ) 

l2) Department of Matagalpa, six (5 ) 

~3) Department of Nueva Sego· ..... ·ia I two (2 ) 

14) Department of Rio San Juar'., one (lJ 
1:; ) Department of Rivas, two (2 ) 

:. :; j j".utonomous Region of Atla::.tico SIP ... · --, two (2 ) 

:7) Autonomous Region or Atla:1tico No:-te, tnree (3 ) 

.1l.rticle 148. The fo:-ty-five members of each one of the 
~e~ional Councils of the auto~omous regions of the Atlantic Coast 
s~all be elected in fifteen electoral districts according to the 
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Eollowing territorial limits: 

Autonomous Region of Atlantico Sur: 

1) Within the urban central area of Bluefields, the 
districts: 

O~~' Beholden and Pointeen quarters 
"NO: Old Bank and Pancasan quarters 
Three: Santa Rosa and Fatima quarters 
:our: Punta Fria, Canal and Central quarters 
?ive: San Mateo, San Pedro and Teodoro Martinez quarters 
52.:<: Tres Cruces, Nueva York, Ricardo Morales ,lI.vi les and 
~ineteenth of July quarters 

2) Outside said central area the distric~s are: 

5e~en: Kukra Hill zone and Rio Kama 
The zone which includes Haulover, Ricky Point, Laguna de 

Perlas, Raitipura Kakabila, Set Net and Tashapauni 
~ine: Corn Island and Little Island 
~~~: The zone of the ~io G~ar.de mouth 
~:2ven: The zone of the Garifonos which incl~d~s 3=own Bank, La 

?e, San Vicente, O=inoco, Marchall Point and Wawaschang 
:-..... -:::. "..-e: T:-t'Jse of the Ramas which include Ramacay, Turwani, Dukunu, 

Cane Creek, Punta Aguila, Monkey Point and Wiring Cay, 
7~i=~een: The zone of La Cruz 
?~~=teen: The zone of El To=tuguero 
:iEteen: The zone of Kukra River and the Bluff 

In zones eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve and fourteen, the 
::'r5~ candidate of the whole list presented must be Misquito, 
:reole, Sumo, Garifone, Rama and Mestizo, respectively, 

For the autonomous region of the Atlantico Norte the districts 

8ne: Rio Coco Arriba [above) 
",,::>: Rio Coco Abajo [below) 
,~ree: Rio Coco Llano 

Yulu, Tasba Pri, Kukalaya 
~~ve: North and South shores 



5~x: Puerto Cabezas, urban center, sector one 
52v2n: Puerto Cabezas, urban center, sector two Llano Norte 
~ight: sector three Puerto Cabezas, urban center, 
Ni.ne: 
7en: 
~leven: 

Siuna, 
Siuna, 
Siuna, 

sector 
sector 
sector 

one 
two 
three 

:welve: Siuna, sector four 
:hirteen: urban Rosita 
::-:Jurteen: rural Rosita, Prinzpolica and El Empalme highway 
?i:ceen: Bonanza 
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In the districts one, seven, thirteen and fourteen, the first 
:::=.ndidate of the whole list submitted must be Misquito, Creole, 
Su~o and Mestizo respectively. 

Article 149. - Election of the Mayor and Vice Mayor of the 
~~nicipal councils shall be carried out by municipal district. 

A.rticle 150. - The plebiscites and referenda shall be carried 
in the district determined by the convening legislative Decree. 

TITLE XI 

Election Results 

CH..l\PTER I 

Presidential elections 

Article 151. - Those elected President and Vice President of 
:~~ 2epublic shall be the candidates of the party or coalition 
~hich during the first round obtains the majority of votes with at 
least forty-five percent of the valid votes or during the second 
:"::l".lnd the greater number of those votes, pursuant ::0 Article 3 of 
:~-:.i.5 Law. 

CHA?T~R II 

Election of Deputies to the National Assembly. 
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A~ticle 152. - The national Deputies elected at large through 
system of proportional representation by electoral quotient, 

::-.\.:s : 

1) The national electoral quotient shall be obtained by 
dividing the total number of valid votes cast in the 
country for this election into the number of seats up for 
election. 

2) Each organization shall be assigned a number of seats 
resulting from dividing the number of valid votes cast 
for them into the national electoral quotient. 

3) The first candidates from each list shall be declared 
elected as principal Deputies along with the alternates 
until the number of seats obtained by each organization 
is filled, by means of the national electoral quotient. 

7~2 5ea~s which remain to be distributed shall be assigned to 
e~=~ political body in this way: 

1) After prlor adj udication each organization's remainder 
shall be determined. For any organization that did not 
reach the electoral quotient, their total vote will be 
co::sidered remainder, as long as this is equal to or 
s~eater than the average of the regional electoral 
ql...::)c.ients. 

2) The remainder of votes shall be arranged in descending 
order. 

3) The seats which remain to distribute shall be assigned 
one per organization in accordance with the decreasing 
order established. If the distribution of seats still is 
not completed this last operation shall be repeated. 

4) According to the number of additional seats obtained by 
each organization, candidates for principal Deputies 
shall be declared elected along with the alternate 
candidates who follow in the order of precedence on each 
list. 

;\rticle 153. The election of a Deputy by departmental 
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district and the autonomous regions shall be done by initially 
assigning seats to each political organization by departmental 
electoral quotient or that of the autonomous regions according to 
t~e following procedure: 

1) The departmental or regional electoral quotient shall be 
obtained by dividing the total valid votes cast for this 
election in the corresponding district, among the seats 
to be elected for said area. The exception is in 
districts where only one or two Deputies are elected, for 
whom the electoral quotient shall be obtained by dividing 
the total number of valid votes cast in the district into 
the number of seats to be distributed plus one (1). 

2) Sach organization in each district shall be allotted as 
many seats as result f~om dividing the number of valid 
votes they received into the departmental or regional 
electoral quotient. 

en cases of circumstances where only one Deputy is 
elected and no organization has achieved the electoral 
quotient, the seat shall be conceded to the body which 
obtained the majority of votes in the district. In the 
same case, if more than one organizatior'. turns out to 
"a';e an equal number of votes the seat shall be granted 
~8 ~he o~e who obtained the majority of the total valid 
vo:es in t~e count~y du~ing the election. 

In case of districts where two deputies are elected and 
no organi zation achieves the electoral quotient, the 
seats shall be granted to the bodies which obtained the 
two largest number of votes, with one seat assigned to 
each of them. If one of the organizations reached an 
electoral quotient and obtained a Deputy, the other seat 
shall be assigned to the organization which obtained the 
next highest vote in descending order. 

3) The first candidates for principal Deputies from each 
list shall be declared elected along with the alternate 
candidates until the number of seats obtained by each 
body through said electoral quotient is reached. 

Article 154. - For the distribution of seats which are not 

,. 
• 



assigned by following the previous article 
~ethodology shall be adopted: 

the 
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following 

1) The number of residual votes shall be obtained for each 
organization adding the number of residual votes from the 
districts where seats were already assigned, plus the 
valid votes of the districts where they did not reach the 
departmental or regional electoral quotient. For those 
organizations which did not reach the electoral 
quotients, their total number of votes in all districts 
shall be declared their residual votes. 

~esidual votes for each organization shall not include 
their residual votes in districts in which all the seats 
up for election were already assigned. 

2) The national residual vote shall be equal to the sum of 
the residual votes of the organizations. 

3) The electoral quotient for this distribution shall be 
calculated by dividing the national residual vote into 
the number or seats not assigned. 

~) Each organization shall be assigned corresponding 
acditio~al seats as ~esult from ciiv~ding the residual 
";ote of that organization into the electoral quotient 
obtained in the previous step. 

Of the seats which still remain to be distributed, one 
shall be granted to each political body, thus: 

1) The new residual votes shall be arranged from large 
to small, also including the residual votes of 
those organizations which did not win seats in the 
previous proceedings. 

2) Each political entity shall be awarded according to 
the established descending order an additional seat 
until the number of seats for this election is 
filled. In case seats remain to be assigned, this 
last operation shall be repeated until the 
distribution of all of the seats is completed. 
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The additional seats assigned to each political 
entity shall be distributed in the list of 
candidates according to the following methodology: 
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1) The total additional seats shall be defined 
for.each organization. 

2) The districts shall be compared to the number 
of valid votes obtained by political 
organizations in each case. The diminishing 
order of said votes shall signify the 
preference for allotment of the additional 
seats. 

3 ) The total 
organization 

additional seats to each 
shall be distributed in each 

district according to the descending order of 
votes therein. This distribution shall be 
done at the rate of one seat per political 
organization. 

,,) In case several organizations have acquired 
preference for the allotment of seats in the 
same dist!:"ict I exceeding the number of 
Deputies to be elected the:-:, prefe~ence 

remains with the organizations receiving the 
greater r.umbe:- of votes in that district. To 
the entity not favored their seat shall be 
:-eassigned in the dist!:"icts according to the 
descending order of votes previously defined. 

If during the distribution the list o~ seats 
is exhausted for a district, the list is 
continued of the next district respecting the 
district's descending order of votes in the 
assigning of seats for allotment and 
reaet~ning the preferences if the district 
exceeds the number of Deputies to be elected 
there. 

This operation shall be repeated until all 
the additional seats in the districts are 
distributed according to their corresponding 
seats. 

5) Arter the allotments of seats are made, 
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applying the procedure indicated in the 
previous article, the candidates for Principal 
Deputies shall be. declared elected in each 
district, along with the candidates for 
alternate Deputies which follow in the order 
of precedence on the corresponding list for 
each district . 

. lI.rticle 155. Only for purposes of Article 133 of the 
Constitution and without prejudice to the Political Administrative 
Jivision of the country there shall be considered Electoral 
Jistricts: Region I, Department of Managua, Region II, Departments 
0: Chinandega, Leon, Masaya, Granada, Carazo, ~ivas; Region III, 
Jepartments of Chontales Boaco, Matagalpa, Jinotega, Esteli, Madriz 
and Nueva Segovia and Region IV, Department of ~io San Juan, the 
.'-.utonomous Region of .lI.tlantico Sur and the Autonomous Region of 
.:.:.lantico Norte. 

The average of the regional electoral quotients shall be 
ootained by dividing the sum of the quotients of each region by 
:01...1:-. 

Article 156. ~lhen a 
_:' . .:;s~:":\:::'ly cefinitively fails 
:~s~alled as a replacement. 

principal 
t.o attend, 

Deputy in the 
his alte~nate 

National 
shall be 

The Secretary of the National Assembly shall notify the 
3~oreme Electoral Council in this. regard 

If a principal definitively fails to attend who no longer has 
_ .. alternate, the next alternate on the list of Deputies shall be 
=alled as the principal and nominated by the parties or coalitions 
:n the corresponding district. When the lists of elected alternate 
Jeputies are exhausted in the district it shall continue 
su=cessively with the alternates elected by the same coalition or 
party in another district in accordance with the greate7t number of 
'-"'-:J~es obtained. 

Election of Deputies to the Central American Parliament 

Article 157. - The candidates for Deputies to the Central 

, . 



• 

63 

American Parliament 
te~~itorial limits on 
fo~ the President and 

shall be elected within the national 
the same date as the first round elections 
Vice President of the Republic. 

Article 158. - Each political party or party 
be allotted seats through application of the system 
~epresentation by electoral quotient following 
p~ocedures established for national Deputies. 

coalition shall 
of proportional 
the pertinent 

The Candidates for Deputies to the Central American Parliament 
o~ce elected shall take possession in accordance with the 
?~ovisions established in the corresponding treaty. 

CHAPTER IV 

Election of the Atlantic Coast Regional Councils 

':\.rticle 159. - For election of the membe~s of the Regional 
=oa~cils of the Atlantic Coast autonomous regions. the system of 
?~o?ortional representation shall be applied by electoral quotient 
and as many seats shall be allotted to each list as result from 
::: ··;iding the total nurr,l:)e~ of votes obtained into the electoral 
~~otient of the district. 

Tne candidates shall be chosen in the order in which they have 
::;.e~:1 nominated until the nuraber corresponding to each list is 

Article 160.- The seats which are not allotted in accordance 
'""itn the preceding article shall be allotted following the 
?e~=inent procedure established for the departmental Deputies and 
:~ose of the autonomous regions. 

Cf'U\.PTER V 

Election of the Mayor. the Vice Mayor and the Municipal Councils 

Article 161. - Elections shall be held by direct. personal and 
secret vote for Mayor and Vice Mayor in every municipalities in the 
co'..::",:ry. The terms for Mayors and Vice Mayors shall be four years. 
E~ections may be held with the President and Vice President of the 
~eDublic and the Deouties election when the times coincide. The - . 
candidates who obtain the relative majority in the vote count in 
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each municipality of the country shall be the elected Mayors and 
Vice clayors. 

Hayors or Vice Mayors who by direct or indirect election have 
fully exercised such offices at any time during the period 
immediately prior to the election in question may not be 
candidates, and in order to be candidates for other elected 
positions, they must have given up office twelve months before the 
election date. 

Any councilperson who was exercising the office of Mayor or 
Vice Mayor and who had to withdraw in order to fill other elected 
office positions shall also cease his functions as a councilperson. 

Article 162. - The candidates for Mayor and Vice Mayor from 
each municipality who are elected shall be installed in the 
~unicipal Councils as principals and alternates respectively. 

,he Mayor shall preside over the Municipal council, the Vice 
~ayor shall perform the functions which are entrusted to him by 
:'aw, and shall also replace the Mayor in case of temporary or 
~~:inicive absence. 

en the case of the Mayor of 1-1anagua, the candidates for Mayor 
a~= :;ice ~ayo~ who obtain the second and third la~gest vote in that 
-=~e::::'on shall also be installed in. the Municipal Council as 
9~~~=ipals and alternates respeccively. 

In the departmental capitals or municipalities of more than 
thirty thousand inhabitants the candidates for Mayor and Vice Mayor 
·h·:-.O obtain the second largest vote shall be installed in the 
~~n:'cipal Councils as principals and alternates respectively. 

Article 163. -In the Municipality of Managua, seventeen 
;>rinci;>al Councilmen with their respective alternates shall be 
elected. In the departmental capitals or munici;>alities with more 
than thirty thousand inhabitants eight Council~en shall be elected 
ana in the municipalities with fewer than thirty thousand 
inhabitants four Councilmen shall be elected. 

Article 164. - The election of the Councilmen outlined in the 
;>revious article shall carried out by municipal district utilizing 
~~e system of proportional re9~esentation by electo~al quotient for 

• 
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~~l=h the following procedure shall be adopted: 

1) The municipal electoral quotient shall be obtained by 
dividing the number of valid votes cast in this election 
in the municipality into the number of Councilmen to be 
elected there. 

2) Each entity shall be allotted as many seats as result 
from dividing their number of valid votes into the 
municipal electoral quotient. 

3) ~rom each list, first candidates for principal Councilmen 
shall be declared elected along with the alternates until 
the number of seats obtained by each organization through 
the municipal electoral quotient is reached. 

The seats which remain to be distributed shall be 
allotted to each political organization in accordance 
wich che following procedure: 

l) The number of residual votes received by each 
organiza tion shall be determined. For 
or-ganizations that did not achieve the" electoral 
~uotient, ~he total vote obtained shall be counted 
3.S :-es idual . 

2) The number of residual votes shall be arranged in 
descending order for each district. 

3) The seats which remain to be distributed shall be 
allotted at the rate of one per organization in 
accordance with the established descending order. 
If the distribution of seats is not completed this 
last operation shall be repeated. 

r) In accordance with the number 0: additional seats 
obtained by each organization, the principal 
Councilmen candidates shall be declared elected 
along with the alternate candidates who follow in 
the order of precedence in each list. 

CfiJ\?TER VI 
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General Provisions 

Article 165. Determination of seats gained shall be in 
:u~ction of the complete electoral quotients figured within the 
r:uc:lber of valid votes obtained by each political entity, not 
c::J~sidering fractions or decimals. Additional seats shall be 
:.cLotted on the basis of residual votes or in function of the 
c::Jmplete vote which did not achieve the electoral quotient. 

Article 166. In the departmental districts or of the 
autonomous regions where the seats are awarded by majority vote, 
3.~y tie shall be settled in favor of the organization which 
~jtained the majority of votes on the national level. 

In case of comparison of the residual votes for the allotment 
:::>: ?ositions in the corresponding election, ties shall be settled 
.~ :avor of those who obtained the largest total vote in that 

Article 157. - The Supreme Electoral Council shall make the 
:".e::essary computations and with prior application of t.he provisions 
:::>: this Law, shall provisionally publish the results. 

TITL2 XII 

SINGLE CHAPTER 

Errors and Nullities 

Article 16B. - Arithmetical errors by the Polling Stations 
5hall be corrected by the respective Electoral Council, at their 
:: .... -:-: ':':1itiative or at the request of the poll watchers accredited 
~e:ore the Electoral Council during the review process . 

. ~ticle 169. - Votes shall be invalid in any polling Station: 

U 
21 

When said Station was illegally constituted. 
When the vot ing 

those indicated 
authorities. 

has been done on premises 
by the corresponding 

other than 
electoral 

3) v.ihen election results are delivered outside the time 

~ . 
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established by Law without justified cause. 

Article 170. The poll watchers shall present their 
application for correction of arithmetical errors or for nullity 
before the Polling Station. The latter shall include it in the 
~ecord of the Vote count and shall send it with the rest of the 
documentation on the voting to the Electoral Council in their 
district. 

Article 171. The Electoral Council of the corresponding 
district, when the petition of nullity or correction of 
a~ithmetical errors is received, shall rule within the next forty
eight hours, notifying the appellant upon its decision. 

Article 172. - If the Electoral Council of the corresponding 
District declares the voting null and void in one or more polling 
Stations it shall make this known immediately to the Supreme 
~~ectoral Council, without prejudice to the appeal which may be 
:':'led by the injured party. 

Article 173. - Within three days following the publication 
~eferred to in Article 167 of this Law, the political parties, 
coalitions, and civic associations which have participated in the 
=~~~esponding election may submit appeals fo~ review before the 
S~~=2me ~lectoral Council. 

Article 174. - If an appeal is filed, the Supreme Electoral 
:ouncil, with the reports from the electoral bodies shall open 
hearings for political parties, party coalitions, and civic 
associations to respond as they see fit within three days of the 
~.o:ification. When the period has passed, the Council shall rule 
~':':hin the five following days. 

Article 175. - The Supreme Electoral Council, upon becoming 
cognizant of the report or the appeal, may disqualify it or declare 
the election of one or several candidates invalid at any time 
before the taking of office. The declaration of nullity shall be 
:::a:::e as long as the existence of the reported errors or complaints 
is confirmed and it is verified that the canceled votes correspond 
:0 more than fifty percent of the registered voter list for the 
election in which cancellation is proposed. 

Article 176. - The Supreme Electoral Council shall make public 
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~he declaration of nullity and shall make it known to the President 
of the Republic and the National Assembly so that they may take the 
appropriate actions. 

Article 177. Once the nullity of an election is declared, 
the Supreme Electoral Council shall call new elections which shall 
occur simultaneously on the date indicated for the second round 
electi9ns, but if there is need to call completely new elections, 
t~ey shall also be held on the established date. If there should 
be need for another election for President and vice President 
according to Article 3 of this Law, these shall be confirmed later 
than the last Sunday in December. 

In the case of new nullities which, for their correction, 
necessitate confirmation later than the date to take possession of 
O::lce established by the Constitution, the National Assembly, 
before its period in office expires and it is dissolved, shall set 
the date for new elections and shall elect a provisional President 
~: ehe ~epublic who shall take office on the te~th of January. 

TITLE XIII 
SINGLE C~l\.PTER 

Declaring those Elected 

A~:icle l73. - Once the t2~m in Article 173 of this Law ends 
~~2 a?peal 0= appeals filed a=e settled, the SU9~e~e Electoral 

:~~~=il, by resolutions, shall declare elected as the case may b Q • 

1) The President and Vice President of the Re~ublic 
2) The principal and alternate Deputies of the National 

.::.5 S e::o.b 1 y 
3) The principal and alternate Deputies to the Central 

American Parliament. 
'\) The members of the ?egional Councils of the Atlantic 

Coast autonomous regions. 
5) The Mayor or Vice Mayor of each municipality 
6) The principal and al~ernate members of the Municipal 

councils. 

."'-=ticle 179. The above =esolution shall be sent for 
p~blication in the Official Daily Gazette and it shall be released 
~~ the communications media. 

• • • 



Article 180. 
~~~utable arrest from 

TITLE XIV 
SINGLE CHAPTER 

Electoral Crimes 

The following shall be sanctioned 
thirty to one hundred eighty days: 
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with 

1) Any citizen who deliberately disobeys the instructions of 
the Polling Station regarding the manner of exercising 
the suffrage or who by his fraudulent conduct impedes the 
normal registration and voting process. 

2) Anyone who voluntarily harms or destroys electoral 
property. 

3) .~~yone who does not comply with the provisions contained 
in this Law or with the resolutions of the Supreme 
~lectoral Council regarding advertising. 

~) ?ubl ic of f icials, employees or authorit ies who do not 
~espect the orders of the electoral bodies. 

5) ~~yone seeking to register himself or to vote more than 
O:1ce. 

:; I .':":~/:::E:.e who fraudulen::ly provides false data during the 
?o~ling Station registration. 

Article 181. The following shall be sanctioned with 
~::-,::-".l:able arrest from six to twelve months: 

Anyone who bribes, 
on another, obliging 

threatens, 
him to: 

forces 

1.1 Adhere to a certain candidate. 
1.2 Vote in a determined way. 
1.3 Abstain from voting. 

or engages in 

2) One who fraudulently obstructs the course of registration 
_ _ ':::J: l:-.g. 

J) Anyone who comes to registration, voting or vote count 
armed, with the exce?tion of members of the Electoral 
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Police fulfilling functions of their office, 

,,) .z'nyone who fraudulently removes the Record of the vote 
count from the Polling Station 

5) .l\nyone who is registered or votes two or more times, 

6 ) Any member of the Polling Station 
official who register votes outside the 
the hours indicated for the purpose, 

or any electoral 
polling place and 

.lI.rticle 182, The following shall be sanctioned with 
~~~utable arrest of one to two years: 

1) .l\nyone who threatens or physically attacks the Electoral 
3ranch officials regarding the electoral process. 

2) .~~yone who, taking 
attributes pressures 

advantage of his 
his subordinates 

determined way or to abstain. 

functions or 
to vote l.n a 

3) .l\ny member of a Polling Station who fraudulently does not 
report to exercise his functions at the established place 
and time . 

..;) .:....:"1yone who alters tr..e !:"egister or registered voter list I 
destroys electoral materials or fraudulently adds 
electoral ballots or removes ballot boxes for the 
purpose of altering election results. 

5) .l'·~'yone who 
obstructs 

through threats or acts of violence impedes or 
the holding of an election or restricts 

electoral freedom. 

5) .~,y official or any other person who alters the registers 
or the electoral documents. 

7) A..-,.yone who induces 3. legally registered candidate to 
withdraw his candidacy. 

3) Anyone who uses goods which are property of the State for 
the purposes of political propaganda. 

. " • 
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9) Anyone who does political proselytizing while in public 
offices. 

Article 183. - Any person responsible for the commission of 
the electoral crimes considered in Articles 1818 and 182, in 
addition to the principal penalty shall have the corresponding 
aadditional punishment imposed upon him, and he shall be 
disqualified for public office during a time equal to double the 
?enalty. 

Article 184. If the crimes established in Chapter IV of 
Title VII or in this Chapter were committed by registered 
2a~didates their registration shall be canceled as such and they 
shall be disqualified from holding public office for one to three 
years. If the proof of the crimes confirmed when the candidates 
have already been elected they can not fill their elected position. 

Article 185. - The injured parties and the ?rosecutor's Office 
a-a responsible for exercising the corresponding penal actions. 
,ne Ordinary Criminal Courts shall be competent to try them. 

Six months before each election, plebiscite or referendum a 
Special Electoral Attorney General's Office shall be created within 
:he Attorney General's Office which shall cease its functions once 
-~~ c~~responding 9roblems are resolved. 

TITLE ~V 

CH.z\?TER I 
General Provisions 

Article 186. - The Supreme Electoral Council is empowered to 
resol ve, according to the provisions of common law any question 
regarding electoral matters which is not covered in this Law. 

Article 187. The Supreme Electoral Council shall not 
re::;ister as candidates for !.>resident and Vice President of the 
~epublic, Deputies to the National Assembly and municipal Mayors, 
:h~se who do not meet the qualifications, who have impediments or 
~hom prohibited from assuming candidacy by Articles 147, 134 and 
~73 respectively of the Constitution or this Law. 



72 

Article 188. - The institutions and public officials shall 
provide electoral agencies and officials the support they require 
In the exercise of their functions. 

Article 189. - The provisions contained in Article 94 under 
sections 2, 3 and 4 and in Article 109 shall begin to apply as part 
of this Law's going into force. 

Article 190. - The Ministry of Government shall guarantee the 
=o~stitution of the electoral Police so that it functions under the 
jurisdiction of the Supreme Electoral Council from the beginning of 
the campaign until the day elected authorities take office. 

Article 191. - Similar guarantees referred to in Article 105, 
first paragraph, include bonds issued by banking and insurance 
i.::.st.itutions. 

Article 192. 
: :-.s:: i !:ute (TELCOR) 

- The Nicaraguan 
or the private 

Telecommunications and Mail 
institutions who render this 

service shall give preference to the communications sent by 
electoral bodies. These shall be tax free. 

Article 193. - Once the elections are over and the winners 
=~=lared, the electoral ballots and other electoral mate~ials may 

~~~:ie5f coalitions 
The State shall guarantee 
or civic associations fuel 

the political 
and all the 

necessary materials for the preparation of electoral advertising. 

Article 195.- The political parties which enjoy legal 
personality on the date of the entry into force of this Law shall 
~~~:inue the enjoyment and exercise of same. 

Article 196.- In case a second election is necessary of the 
?!:"esident and Vice President of the Republic the same Polling 
Stations shall be utilized, 'ooth their constitution and their 
te~~itorial demarcation. Likewise the same lists or registered 
vocer lists shall be utilized and identical syrr~ols, initials and 
~~blems for each one of the political parties and coalitions shall 
be placed on the ballots that participated in the first election. 

Article 197. - There shall be a National Com?ute~ Center and 

~ " • 
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i" each one of the electoral Counci ls a Departmental Computer 
Ce:1ter shall operate in a location determined by the Supreme 
S:ectoral Council and the corresponding Electoral Council. 

Article 198. For electoral purposes 
c':'strict or autonomous region shall include 
according to the provisions established 
Administrative Division Law. 

each departmental 
the municipalities 
by the Political 
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Temporary Provisions 
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Regulations for unforeseen events 

Article 199. - The Supreme Electoral Council shall address the 
President of the Republic so that in the areas where any type of 
i.~,stability may occur, he may take the necessary measures in order 
:0 be able to carry out registration and voting. 

Article 200. During the ?eriod of registration and voting 
all elections in places which may have any type of instability, 
following provisions shall govern: 

II Members of the military who have been registered at. the 
Polling Stations of their district and who are sent to 
other places within those regions or zones, shall 
exercise the right to vote in the nearest Polling 
Station, after presenting of the civic identification 
card, the supplementary voting doc~ment or the identity 
card and certificate from the co!:"responding milit.ary 
officer. 

2) ~:~~ers of the mil~t:ary who, having been registered in 
dist~icts other than those indicated in se.ction 1) of 
:his Article and who were transferred to zones affected 
by instability, shall exercise the right to vote in the 
nearest Polling Station, after ?resenting the civic 
identification card, the supplementary voting document or 
the identity card and certificate from the military 
officer. 

~ticle 201. - For all events not covered here the provisions 
co~ducive to this Law shall a??ly and in their absence those of 
o:her laws which contribute to resolving the situation . 

. :l.:.-ticle 202. The general elections of nineteen hundred 
~:~e:y-six shall be held on Sunday the twentieth of October and if 
~~=~S5ary a second round for ?resident and Vice President of the 
?e?·..:blic shall take place on tb.e last Sunday of November or the 
:~~sc Sunday in December of the same year. 
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Other Provisions 

Article 203. - For general elections to be held during the 
year nineteen hundred ninety-six in the municipalities in which the 
registration of citizens shall follow the provisions established in 
Title IV, Chapter II, Article 44 to 60 and any other provision 
regarding this question, what is stipulated in that Chapter shall 
govern. Registration shall be performed on two consecutive 
Saturdays and Sundays in accordance with the calendar established 
jy the Supreme Electoral Council. 

Article 204. - For the elections of nineteen hundred ninety
SlX any Councilman exercising the office of Mayor, and wishing to 
run for any elected position, with the exception of the Presidency 
and Vice Presidency of the Republic, must resign that office within 
a period of ninety days after this Law takes effect. 

Article 205. - Deputies to the Central American Parliament for 
~icaragua, principals and alternates, shall take office between the 
::f:eenth of January and the fifteenth of February 1997. 

Article 205. - Pending applications for legal personality or 
any pending party conflicts shall dontinue to be processed by the 
S~preme Electoral Council and shall be resolved in accordance with 
::"'.:'5 Law . 

. "'-'ticle 207. - The Electoral Law "Law No. 43, published in the 
O:ficial Daily'Gazette Number 197, of the eighteenth of October 
nineteen hundred eighty-eight" is overturned. 

Also all of the amendments and interpretations which have been 
p·.:jlished in the Gazettes, Official Diary No. 77 of the twenty
: i fth of April nineteen hundred eighty-nine, No. 201, of the 
twenty-fourth of October nineteen hundred eighty-nine, No. 121 of 
the twenty-seventh of June nineteen hundred eighty-nine, No. 38 of 
the twenty-second of February of nineteen hundred ninety, No. 97 of 
the twenty-second of May of nineteen hundred ninety and No. 243 of 
::he t· .... enty- fourth of December of nineteen hundred ninety-one are 
also overturned. 

Article 208. This Electoral Law shall be sent to be 
published immediately by the President of the Republic and shall 
enter into force upon publication by any written communications 
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media without prejudice to its later publication 1n the Official 
Daily Gazette wherein the date of the newspaper in which the Law 
was initially published shall noted. 

Issued in the city of Managua in the Sessions Hall of the National 
.:>.ssembly of Managua on the fifth day of the month of December 
nineteen hundred ninety-five. Luis Humberto Guzman, President of 
the National Assembly. Jaime Bonilla, Secretary of the National 
.:>.ssembly. 

Therefore: Let it be held to be the Law of the Republic. Let 
it De published and executed. Managua, eighth of January, nineteen 
h~~dred ninety-six. - Violeta Barrios de Chamorro 

President of the Republic of Nicaragua 


