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Election Laws of the State of 

Rhode Island 

I 

CONSTITUTION OF 
THE UNITED STATES 

ARTICLE xvn 
Election of senators. - The senate of the United States shall be 

composed of two senators from each state, elected by the people 
thereof, for six years; and each senator shall have one vote. The 
electors in each state shall have the qualifications requisite for elec
tors of the most numerous branch of the state legislatures. 

When vacancies happen in the representation of any state in the 
senate, the executive authority of such state shall issue writs of 
election to till such vacancies; provided, that the legislature of any 
state may empower the executive thereof to make temporary ap
pointment until the people till the vacancies by election as the legis
lature may direct. 

This amendment shall not be 80 construed as to affect the election 
or term of any senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the 
Constitution. 

HIato..,. of ArtIcle. 
Propooed by co_ May 16. 1912. Rati· 

fied by Arizona, ArIumou. California, Colo
rado. Cotm«ticut, Idaho. Dlinoio, IndiaDa, 
Iowa, ~ Maine. Maaooch-. Michi· 
gan. ~ Miaoouri. Mo.toma, N .. 
bruka, Nevada, New Hampehire. New J ... 

...,. New Mezico. New York. North Caroline, 
North Dakota, Ohio. Oklebo_ Orell'>o, I 
PeDllOYIvania, South Dakota, T_. 
T ..... Vermo.t, Waahingtoo, West V1l1inia. 
Wiaconain. &lid WYOminlr. """=IAimed in el· 
fect May 31. 1913. 

ARTICLE XIX 
WOMAN SUFFRAGE 

acnOH. 
1. Denial of right to vote pruhibited. 
2. Enfor<eme.t of article. 

§ 1. Denial of right to vote prohibited. - The right of citizens 
of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any state on account of sex. 

1 
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Art. 19, § 2 ELECTION LAWS 2 
_..,. of ArIIcle. 

Propooed by "'nsnu June 5, 1919. Rati· 
tied by Rhode Island, Arizona, Arkanau, Cal· 
ifornia. Colorado, Connecticut, Idaho, Dli· 
nois. Indiana, Iowa, Kanau, Kentucky. 
Maine. Maaaach_. Michigan, Minneeota, 
Mieeouri. Montane. Nebraaka, Nevada, New 

Hampehire, New Jeney. New Mexico. New 
York. North Dakota, Ohio. Oklahoma, 0..
son. PellllBYlvania, South Dakota, T....-. 
T ..... Utah, Vermont, Wubinston, West 
VirJinia, Wiac:onein, and Wyoming. Pr0-
claimed in eft'ect August 26. 1920. 

§ 2. Enforcement of article. - Congress shall have power to 
enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

ARTICLE XXVI 

VOTING AGE 

SBC'I'ION. 
1. Voting .... 
2. Power to enforce amendnMnL 

§ 1. Voting age. - The right of citizens of the United States, 
who are eighteen (18) years of age or older, to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account 
of age, 

IIJ.IoI")' of ArtIcle. 
Propooed by ~ Jan.....,. 21. 1971. 

Ratified by Alebema, AIaaka, Arianna, Ar
kanau, California, Colorado. Connoc:ticut, 
Delaw..... Hawaii, Idaho, Dlinoia, Indiana, 
Iowa, Kanau, Louioiana, Maine, Meryland, Maaaach_ Michigan, ~ta, Mi.-

oouri, Montane. Nebraaka, New Hampobire, 
New J.....,. New York, North Carolina, 
Obio, Oklahoma, CJroaun, PeIlIlB)'Ivania, 
Rhode IaIand, South Carolina, Tenn , 
T ..... Vermont, WuhiDcton. Weot VirJinia, 
and Wixonsin. Proclaimed in efFect July 5. 
1971. 

§ 2. Power to enforce amendment. - The Congress shall 
have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

----- -----
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EXCERPTS FROM THE 
FEDERAL VOTING RIGHTS ACT 

(Derived from Title 42 of the 
United States Code) 

SUPPLEMENTAL PROVISIONS 

§ 1973aa. Application of prohibition to other States; "test or 
device" defined 

(a) No citizen shall be denied, because of his failure to comply 
with any test or device, the right to vote in any Federal, State, or 
local election conducted in any State or political subdivision of a 
State. 

(b) As used in this section, the term "test or device" means any 
requirement that a person as a prerequisite for voting or registration 
for voting (1) demonstrate the ability to read, write, understand, or 
interpret any matter, (2) demonstrate any educational achievement 
or his knowledge of any particular subject, (3) possess good moral 
character, or (4) prove his qualifications by the voucher of registered 
voters or members of any other class. 

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, § 201, as added Pub. L. 91-285, § 6, June 22, 
1970, 84 Stat. 315, and amended Pub. L. 94-73, title I, § 102, Aug. 6, 
1975, 89 Stat. 400.) 

§ 1973aa-l. Residence requirements for voting 

(a) Congressional findings 
The Congress hereby finds that the imposition and application of 

the durational residency requirement as a precondition to voting for 
the offices of President and Vice President, and the lack of sufficient 
opportunities for absentee registration and absentee balloting in 
presidential elections -

(1) denies or abridges the inherent constitutional right of citi
zens to vote for their President and Vice President; 

(2) denies or abridges the inherent constitutional right of citi
zens to enjoy their free movement across State lines; 

(3) denies or abridges the privileges and immunities guaran
teed to the citizens of each State under article IV, section 2, clause 
1, of the Constitution; 

(4) in some instances has the impermissible purpose or effect of 
denying citizens the right to vote for such officers because of the 
way they may vote; 

3 



ELECTION LAWS 4 

(5) has the effect of denying to citizens the equality of civil 
rights, and due process and equal protection of the laws that are 
guaranteed to them under the fourteenth amendment; and 

(6) does not bear a reasonable relationship to any compelling 
State interest in the conduct of presidential elections. 

(b) Congressional declaration: durational residency require
ment, abolishment; absentee registration and balloting 
standards, establishment 

Upon the basis of these findings, Congress declares that in order to 
secure and protect the above-stated rights of citizens under the Con
stitution, to enable citizens to better obtain the enjoyment of such 
rights, and to enforce the guarantees of the fourteenth amendment, 
it is necessary (1) to completely abolish the durational residency 
requirement as a precondition to voting for President and Vice Presi
dent, and (2) to establish nationwide, unifonn standards relative to 
absentee registration and absentee balloting in presidential elec
tions. 

(c) Prohibition of denial of right to vote because of durational 
residency requirement or absentee balloting 

No citizen of the United States who is otherwise qualified to vote 
in any election for President and Vice President shall be denied the 
right to vote for electors for President and Vice President, or for 
President and Vice President, in such election because of the failure 
of such citizen to comply with any durational residency requirement 
of such State or political subdivision; nor shall any citizen of the 
United States be denied the right to vote for electors for President 
and Vice President, or for President and Vice President, in such 
election because of the failure of such citizen to be physically present 
in such State or political subdivision at the time of such election, if 
such citizen shall have complied with the requirements prescribed 
by the law of such State or political subdivision providing for the 
casting of absentee ballots in such election. 

(d) Registration: time for application; absentee balloting: time 
of application and return of ballots 

For the purposes of this section, each State shall provide by law for 
the registration or other means of qualification of all duly qualified 
residents of such State who apply, not later than thirty days immedi
ately prior to any presidential election, for registration or qualifica
tion to vote for the choice of electors for President and Vice President 
or for President and Vice President in such election; and each State 
shall provide by law for the casting of absentee ballots for the choice 
of electors for President and Vice President, or for President and 
Vice President, by all duly qualified residents of such State who may 
be absent from their election district or unit in such State on the day 
such election is held and who have applied therefor not later than 
seven days immediately prior to such election and have returned 
such ballots to the appropriate election official of such State not later 
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5 FEDERAL VOTING RIGHTS ACT 

than the time of closing of the polls in such State on the day of such 
election. 

(e) Change of residence; voting in person or by absentee ballot 
in State of prior residence 

If any citizen of the United States who is otherwise qualified to 
vote in any State or political subdivision in any election for Presi
dent and Vice President has begun residence in such State or politi
cal subdivision after the thirtieth day next preceding such election 
and, for that reason, does not satisfy the registration requirements of 
such State or political subdivision he shall be allowed to vote for the 
choice of electors for President and Vice President, or for President 
and Vice President, in such election, (1) in person in the State or 
political subdivision in which he resided immediately prior to his 
removal if he had satisfied, as of the date of his change of residence, 
the requirements to vote in that State or political subdivision, or (2) 
by absentee ballot in the State or political subdivision in which he 
resided immediately prior to his removal if he satisfies, but for his 
nonresident status and the reason for his absence, the requirements 
for absentee voting in that State or political subdivision. 

(f) Absentee registration requirement 
No citizen of the United States who is otherwise qualified to vote 

by absentee ballot in any State or political subdivision in any elec
tion for President and Vice President shall be denied the right to 
vote for the choice of electors for President and Vice President, or for 
President and Vice President, in such election because of any re
quirement of registration that does not include a provision for absen
tee registration. 

(g) State or local adoption of less restrictive voting practices 
Nothing in this section shall prevent any State or political subdi

vision from adopting less restrictive voting practices than those that 
are prescribed herein. 

(h) "State" defined 
The term "State" as used in this section includes each of the sev

eral States and the District of Columbia. 

(i) False registration, and other fraudulent acts and conspira
cies; application of penalty for false information in regis
tering or voting 

The provisions of section 1973i(c) of this title shall apply to false 
registration, and other fraudulent acts and conspiracies, committed 
under this section. 

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, § 202, as added Pub. L. 91-285, § 6, June 22, 
1970, 84 Stat. 316.) 

i 



ELECTION LAWS 6 

§ 1973aa-la. Bilingual election requirements 
(a) Congressional findings and declaration of policy 

The Congress finds that, through the use of various practices and 
procedures, citizens of language minorities have been effectively ex
cluded from participation in the electoral process. Among other fac
tors, the denial of the right to vote of such minority group citizens is 
oridinarily directly related to the unequal educational opportunities 
afforded them resulting in high illiteracy and low voting participa
tion. The Congress declares that, in order to enforce the guarantees 
of the fourteenth and fifteenth amendments to the United States 
Constitution, it is necessary to eliminate such discrimination by 
prohibiting these practices, and by prescribing other remedial de
vices. 
(b) Prohibition of voting notices, forms, instructions, assis

tance, or other materials and ballots in English language 
only 

Prior to August 6, 1992, no State or political subdivision shall 
provide registration or voting notices, forms, instructions, assis
tance, or other materials or information relating to the electoral 
process, including ballots, only in the English language ifthe Direc
tor of the Census determines (i) that more than 5 percent of the 
citizens of voting age of such State or political subdivision are mem
bers of·a single language minority and (ii) that the illiteracy rate of 
such persons as a group is higher than the national illiteracy rate: 
Provided, That the prohibitions of this subsection shall not apply in 
any political subdivision which has less than five percent voting age 
citizens of each language minority which comprises over five percent 
of the statewide population of voting age citizens. For purposes of 
this subsection, illiteracy means the failure to complete the fifth 
primary grade. The determinations of the Director of the Census 
under this subsection shall be effective upon publication in the Fed
eral Register and shall not be subject to review in any court. 
(c) Requirement of voting notices, forms, instructions, assis-

tance, or other materials and ballots in minority language 
Whenever any State or political subdivision subject to the prohibi

tion of subsection (b) of this section provides any registration or 
voting notices, forms, instructions, assistance, or other materials or 
information relating to the electoral process, including ballots, it 
shall provide them in the language of the applicable minority group 
as well as in the English language: Provided, That where the lan
guage of the applicable minority group is oral or unwritten or in the 
case of Alaskan natives and American Indians, if the predominant 
language is historically unwritten, the State or political subdivision 
is only required to furnish oral instructions, assistance, or other 
information relating to registration and voting. 
(d) Action for declaratory judgment permitting English-only 

materials 
Any State or ~litical subdivision subject to the prohibition of 
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I 7 FEDERAL VO'l'ING RIGHTS ACT 

t 
I 

subsection (b) of this section, which seeks to provide English-only 
registration or voting materials or information, including ballots, 
may tile an action against the United States in the United States 
District Court for a declaratory judgment permitting such provision. 

I The court shall grant the requested relief if it determines that the 
illiteracy rate of the applicable language minority group within the 
State or political subdivision is equal to or less than the national 

I 
illiteracy rate. 

(e) Definitions 
For purposes of this section, the term "language minorities" or 

I 
"language minority group" means persons who are American Indian, 
Asian American, Alaskan Natives, or of Spanish heritage. 

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, § 203, as added Pub. L. 94-73, title m, 

I 
§ 301, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat. 402, and amended Pub. L. 97-205, 
§§ 2(d), 4, June 29, 1982, 96 Stat. 134.) 

I 
§ 1973aa-2. Judicial relief; civil actions by the Attorney Gen-

eral; three-judge district court; appeal to Su-
preme Court 

Whenever the Attorney General has reason to believe that a State 

I 
or political subdivision (a) has enacted or is seeking to administer 
any test or device as a prerequisite to voting in violation of the 
prohibition contained in section 1973aa of this title, or (b) under-

I 
takes to deny the right to vote in any election in violation of section 
1973aa-1 or 1973aa-1a of this title, he may institute for the United 
States, or in the name of the United States, an action in a district 
court of the United States, in accordance with sections 1391 through 

I 
1393 of title 28, for a restraining order, a preliminary or permanent 
iI\iunction, or such other order as he deems appropriate. An action 
under this subsection shall be heard and determined by a court of 

I 
three judges in accordance with the provisions of section 2284 of title 
28 and any appeal shall be to the Supreme Court. 

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, § 204, formerly § 203, as added Pub. L. 

I 
91-285, § 6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat. 317, and renumbered and 
amended Pub. L. 94-73, title m, §§ 302,303, title IV, § 406, Aug. 6, 
1975, 89 Stat. 403, 405.) 

I § 1973aa-3. Penalty 
Whoever shall deprive or attempt to deprive any person of any 

right secured by section 1973aa, 1973aa-1, or 1973aa-1a of this title 

I 
shall be fined not more than $5,000, or imprisoned not more than 
five years, or both. 

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, § 205, formerly § 204, as added Pub. L. 

I 
91-285, § 6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat. 317, and renumbered and 

J -.--.- . 
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ELECTION LAWS 8 

amended Pub. L. 94-73, title III, §§ 302, 304, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat. 
403.) 

§ 1973aa-4. Separability of provisions 
If any provision of subchapters I-A to I-C of this chapter or the 

application of any provision thereof to any person or circumstance is 
judicially determined to be invalid, the remainder of subchapters I-A 
to I-C of this chapter or the application of such provision to other 
persons or circumstances shall not be affected by such determina
tion. 

(Pub. L. 89-110, title II, § 206, formerly § 205, as added Pub. L. 
91-285, § 6, June 22, 1970, 84 Stat. 318, and renumbered Pub. L. 
94-73, title III, § 302, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat. 403.) 

§ 1973aa·5. Survey to compile registration and voting statis· 
tics 

(a) Elections to House of Representatives and elections desig
nated by United States Commission on Civil Rights 

Congress hereby directs the Director of the Census forthwith to 
conduct a survey to compile registration and voting statistics: (i) in 
every State or political subdivision with respect to which the prohi
bitions of section 1973b(a) of this title are in effect, for every state
wide general election for Members of the United States House of 
Representatives after January 1, 1974; and (ii) in every State or 
political subdivision for any election designated by the United States 
Commission on Civil Rights. Such surveys shall only include a count 
of citizens of voting age, race or color, and national origin, and a 
determination of the extent to which such persons are registered to 
vote and have voted in the elections surveyed. 
(b) Prohibition against compulsion to disclose personal data; 

advice of rights 
In any survey under subsection (a) of this section no person shall 

be compelled to disclose his race, color, national origin, political 
party affiliation, or how he voted (or the reasons therefor), nor shall 
any penalty be imposed for his failure or refusal to make such disclO
sures. Every person interrogated orally, by written surveyor ques
tionnaire, or by any other means with respect to such information 
shall be fully advised of his right to fail or refuse to furnish such 
information. 
(c) Report to Congress 

The Director of the Census shall, at the earliest practicable time, 
report to the Congress the results of every survey conducted pursu
ant to the provisions of subsection (a) of this section. 
(d) Confidentiality of information; penalties 

The provisions of section 9 and chapter 7 of title 13 shall apply to 
any survey, collection, or compilation of registration and voting sta
tistics carried out under subsection (a) of this section. 
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9 FEDERAL VOTING RIGHTS ACT 

(Pub, L. 89-110, title II, § 207, as added Pub. L. 94-73, title IV, 
§ 403, Aug. 6, 1975, 89 Stat, 404.) 

§ 1973aa-6. Voting assistance for blind, disabled or illiterate 
persons 

Any voter who requires assistance to vote by reason of blindness, 
disability, or inability to read or write may be given assistance by a 
person of the voter's choice, other than the voter's employer or agent 
of that employer or officer or agent of the voter's union, 

(Pub. L, 89-110, title II, § 208, as added Pub. L, 97-205, § 5, June 29, 
1982, 96 Stat. 135.) 

EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD VOTING AGE 

§ 1973bb. Enforcement of twenty-sixth amendment 
(a)(1) The Attorney General is directed to institute, in the name of 

the United States, such actions against States or political subdivi
sions, including actions for iIijunctive relief, as he may determine to 
be necessary to implement the twenty-sixth article of amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States. 

(2) The district courts of the United States shall have jurisdiction 
of proceedings instituted under this subchapter, which shall be 
heard and determined by a court of three judges in accordance with 
section 2284 of title 28, and any appeal shall lie to the Supreme 
Court, It shall be the duty of the judges designated to hear the case 
to assign the case for hearing and determination thereof, and to 
cause the case to be in every way expedited. 

(b) Whoever shall deny or attempt to deny any person of any right 
secured by the twenty-sixth article of amendment to the Constitu
tion of the United States shall be fined not more than $5,000 or 
imprisoned not more than five years, or both. 

(Pub. L. 89-110, title m, § 301, as added Pub. L. 91-285, § 6, June 
22,1970,84 Stat. 318, and renumbered and amended Pub. L. 94-73, 
title lV, § 407, August 6, 1975, 89 Stat. 405.) 
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, 
CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
AND 

PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

PREAMBLE 
We, the people of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Planta

tions, grateful to Almighty God for the civil and religious liberty 
which He hath so long permitted us to enjoy, and looking to Him for 
a blessing upon our endeavors to secure and to transmit the same, 
unimpaired, to succeeding generations, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution of government. 

ARTICLE I 

DECLARATION OF CERTAIN 
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS AND PRINCIPLES 

SECTION. 
1. Right to make and alter Constitution -

Constitution obligatory upon all. 
2. Lawe for sood of whol. - Burdena to be 

equally cliJtributeci - Du. procese -
Equal protection - Diacrimination -
No right to abortion granted. 

3. Freedom of religion.. 
4. Slavery prohibited. 
5. Entitlement to remediea for injuries and 

wrongl - Right to jUitice. 
6. Searth and eeizure. 
7. Requirement of preeentment or indict

ment - Information by attorney-gen
eral - Grand juries - Double jeep
anly. 

8. Bail. fine. and punishments. 
9. Right to bail - Rabeu corpue. 

10. Righta of accuaed p8l'1OllI in criminal 
pn>eeodings. 

11. Relief of debtore from prieon. 
12. E. post fado ia ... - Law. impairing ob

ligation of contract. 

Supp. 2192 
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SBCTION. 

13. Selt-crimi.Dation. 
14. Presumption of innocence - Securing ae

cuaed pe1"IODi. 

15. Trial by jury. 
16. Compensation for taking of private prop. 

erty for public WMI - Rqulation of 
fiahery rishu and ahore privileges not 
public ta1ting. 

17. Fiehery righu - Sho ... privil_ -
PreaervatioD of natural reeourcee. 

18. Subordination of military to civil author-
ity - Martial law. 

19. Quartering of IOleliere. 
20. Freedom of prese. 
21. Right to aaaemble - Redre .. of griev-

Bncel - Freedom of speech. 
22. Right to bear anna. 
23. Rights of victima of crime. 
24. Rights not enumerated. - State rights 

not dependent on federal rights. 
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Art. I, § 1 ELECTION LAWS 12 

In order effectually to secure the religious and political freedom 
established by our venerated ancestors, and to preserve the same for 
our posterity, we do declare that the essential and unquestionable 
rights and principles hereinafter mentioned shall be established, 
maintained, and preserved, and shall be of paramount obligation in 
all legislative, judicial and executive proceedings. 

Section 1. Right to make and alter Constitution - Consti
tution obligatory upon all. - In the words of the Father of his 
Country, we declare that "the basis of our political systems is the 
right of the people to make and alter their constitutions of govern
ment; but that the constitution which at any time exists, till 
changed by an explicit and authentic act of the whole people, is 
sacredly obligatory upon all." 

Section 2. Laws for good of whole - Burdens to be equally 
distributed - Due process - Equal protection - Discrimina
tion - No right to abortion granted. - All free governments are 
instituted for the protection, safety, and happiness of the people. All 
laws, therefore, should be made for the good of the whole; and the 
burdens of the state ought to be fairly distributed among its citizens. 
No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property without due 
process of law, nor shall any person be denied equal protection of the 
laws. No otherwise qualified person shall, solely by reason of race, 
gender or handicap be subject to discrimination by the state. its 
agents or any person or entity doing business with the state. Noth
ing in this section shall be construed to grant or secure any right 
relating to abortion or the funding thereof. 

Section 3. Freedom of religion. - Whereas Almighty God 
hath created the mind free; and all attempts to influence it by tem
poral punishments or burdens, or by civil incapacitations, tend to 
beget habits of hypocrisy and meanness; and whereas a principal 
object of our venerable ancestors, in their migration to this country 
and their settlement of this state, was, as they expressed it, to hold 
forth a lively experiment that a flourishing civil state may stand and 
be best maintained with full liberty in religious concernments; we, 
therefore, declare that no person shall be compelled to frequent or to 
support any religious worship, place, or ministry whatever, except in 
fulfillment of such person's voluntary contract; nor enforced, re
strained, molested, or burdened in body or goods; nor disqualified 
from holding any office; nor otherwise suffer on account of such 
person's religious belief; and that every person shall be free to wor
ship God according to the dictates of such person's conscience, and to 
profess and by argument to maintain such person's opinion in mat· 
ters of religion; and that the same shall in no wise diminish, enlarge, 
or affect the civil capacity of any person. 

Supp. 2192 
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13 CONSTITIJTJON OF RHODE ISLAND Art. 1, § 9 

Section 4. Slavery prohibited. - Slavery shall not be permit
ted in this state. 

Section 5. Entitlement to remedies for injuries and wrongs 
- Right to justice. - Every person wi thin this state ought to find a 
certain remedy, by having recourse to the laws, for all injuries or 
wrongs which may be received in one's person, property, or charac
ter. Every person ought to obtain right and justice freely, and with
out purchase, completely and without denial; promptly and without 
delay; conformably to the laws. -

Section 6. Search and seizure. - The right of the people to be 
secure in their persons, papers and possessions, against unreason
able searches and seizures, shall not be violated; and no warrant 
shall issue, but on complaint in writing, upon probable cause, sup
ported by oath or affirmation, and describing as nearly as may be, 
the place to be searched and the persons or things to be seized. 

Section 7. Requirement of presentment or indictment -
Information by attorney-general - Grand juries - Double 
jeopardy. - Except in cases of impeachment, or in cases arising in 
the land or naval forces, or in the militia when in actual service in 
time of war or public danger, no person shall be held to answer for 
any offense which is punishable by death or by imprisonment for life 
unless on presentment or indictment by a grand jury, and no person 
shall be held to answer for any other felony unless on presentment or 
indictment by a grand jury or on information in writing signed by 
the attorney-general or one of the attorney-general's designated as
sistants, as the general assembly may provide and in accordance 
with procedures enacted by the general assembly. The general as
sembly may authorize the impaneling of grand juries with authority 
to indict for offenses committed any place within the state and it 
may provide that more than one grand jury may sit simultaneously 
within a county. No person shall be subject for the same offense to be 
twice put in jeopardy. N otbing contained in this article shall be 
construed as in any wise impairing the inherent common law powers 
of the grand jury. 

Section 8. Bail, fines and punishments. - Excessive bail 
shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel punish
ments inflicted; and all punishments ought to be proportioned to the 
offense. 

Section 9. Right to bail - Habeas corpus. - All persons 
imprisoned ought to be bailed by sufficient surety, unless for offenses 
punishable by imprisonment for life, or for offenses involving the use 
or threat of use of a dangerous weapon by one already convicted of 
such offense or already convicted of an offense punishable by impris-

Supp. 2192 
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Art. 1, § 10 ELECTION LAWS 14 

onment for life, or for offenses involving the unlawful sale, distribu
tion, manufacture, delivery, or possession with intent to manufac
ture, sell, distribute or deliver any controlled substance or by posses
sion of a controlled substance punishable by imprisonment for ten 
(10) years or more, when the proof of guilt is evident or the presump
tion great. Nothing in this section shall be construed to confer a 
right to bail, pending appeal of a conviction. The privilege of the writ 
of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in cases of 
rebellion or invasion, the public safety shall require it; nor ever 
without the authority of the general assembly. 

Section 10. Rights of accused persons in criminal proceed
ings. - In all criminal prosecutions, accused persons shall enjoy the 
right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury; to be in
formed of the nature and cause of the accusation, to be confronted 
with the witnesses against them, to have compulsory process for 
obtaining them in their favor, to have the assistance of counsel in 
their defense, and shall be at liberty to speak for themselves; nor 
shall they be deprived of life, liberty, or property, unless by the 
judgment of their peers, or the law of the land. 

Section 11. Relief of debtors from prison. - The person of a 
debtor, when there is not strong presumption of fraud, ought not to 
be continued in prison, after such person shall have delivered up 
property for the benefit of said person's creditors, in such manner as 
shall be prescribed by law. 

Section 12. Ex post facto laws - Laws impairing obliga. 
tion of contract. - No ex post facto law, or law impairing the 
obligation of contracta, shall be passed. 

Section 13. Self-crimination. - No person in a court of com· 
mon law shall be compelled to give self-criminating evidence. 

Section 14. Presumption of innocence - Securing accused 
persons. - Every person being presumed innoncent, until pro
nounced guilty by the law, no act of severity which is not necessary 
to secure an accused person shall be permitted. 

Section 15. Trial by jury. - The right of trial by jury shall 
remain inviolate. In civil cases the general assembly may fix the size 
of the petit jury at less than twelve but not less than six. 

Section 16. Compensation for taking of private property 
for public use - Regulation of fishery rights and shore privi· 
leges not public taking. - Private property shall not be taken for 
public uses, without just compensation. The powers of the state and 
of its municipalities to regulate and control the use of land and 

Supp. 2192 
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15 CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND Art. 1, § 21 

waters in the furtherance of the preservation, regeneration, and res
toration of the natural environment, and in furtherance of the pro
tection of the rights of the people to enjoy and freely exercise the 
:-tghts of fishery and the privileges of the shore, as those rights and 
duties are set forth in Section 17, shall be an exercise of the police 
powers of the state, shall be liberally construed, and shall not be 
deemed to be a public use of private property. 

Section 17. Fishery rights - Shore privileges - Preserva
tion of natural resources. - The people shall continue to enjoy 
and freely exercise all the rights of fishery, and the privileges of the 
shore, to which they have been heretofore entitled under the charter 
and usages of this state, including but not limited to fishing from the 
shore, the gathering of seaweed, leaving the shore to swim in the sea 
and passage along the shore; and they shall be secure in their rights 
to the use and enjoyment of the natural resources of the state with 
due regard for the preservation of their values; and it shall be the 
duty of the general assembly to provide for the conservation of the 
air, land, water, plant, animal, mineral and other natural resources 
of the state, and to adopt all means necessary and proper by law to 
protect the natural environment of the people of the state by provid
ing adequate resource planning for the control and regulation of the 
use of thll natural resources of the state and for the preservation, 
regeneration and restoration of the natural environment of the 
state. 

Section 18. Subordination of military to civil authority -
Martial law. - The military shall be held in strict subordination to 
the civil authority. And the law martial shall be used and exercised 
in such cases only as occasion shall necessarily require. 

Section 19. Quartering of soldiers. - No soldier shall be 
quartered in any house in time of peace, without the consent of the 
owner; nor, in time of war, but in manner to be prescribed by law. 

Section 20. Freedom of press. - The liberty of the press being 
essential to the security of freedom in a state, any person may pub
lish sentiments on any subject, being responsible for the abuse of 
that liberty; and in all trials for libel, both civil and criminal, the 
truth, unless published from malicious motives, shall be sufficient 
defense to the person charged. 

Section 21. Right to assemble - Redress of grievances -
Freedom of speech. - The citizens have a right in a peaceable 
manner to assemble for their common good, and to apply to those 
invested with the powers of government, for redress of grievances, or 
for other purposes, by petition, address, or remonstrance. No law 
abridging the freedom of speech shall be enacted. 

Supp. 2/92 



Art. 1, § 22 ELECTION LAWS 16 

Section 22. Right to bear arms. - The right of the people to 
keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. 

Section 23. Rights of victims of crime. - A victim of crime 
shall. as a matter of right, be treated by agents of the state with 
dignity, respect and sensitivity during all phases of the criminal 
justice process. Such person shall be entitled to receive, from the 
perpetrator of the crime, financial compensation for any injury or 
loss caused by the perpetrator of the crime, and shall receive such 
other compensation as the state may provide. Before sentencing, a 
victim shall have the right to address the court regarding the impact 
which the perpetrator's conduct has had upon the victim. 

Section 24. Rights not enumerated - State rights not de
pendent on federal rights. - The enumeration of the foregoing 
righta shall not be construed to impair or deny others retained by the 
people. The rights guaranteed by this Constitution are not depen
dent on those guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States. 

SECTION. 
1. Penona entitled to vote. 

ARTICLE II 

OF SUFFRAGE 

2. Nomination of candidatea - Voter regia-

tratiOD - Absentee voting - Conduct 
of elections - Reaidency. 

Section 1. Persons entitled to yote. - Every citizen of the 
United States of the age of eighteen years or over who has had 
residence and home in this state for thirty days next preceding the 
time of voting, who has resided thirty days in the town or city from 
which such citizen desires to vote, and whose name shall be regis
tered at least thirty days next preceding the time of voting as pro
vided by law, shall have the right to vote for all offices to be elected 
and on all questions submitted to the electors, except that no person 
who has been lawfully adjudicated to be non compos mentis shall be 
permitted to vote. No felon shall be permitted to vote until comple
tion of such felon's sentence, served or suspended, and of parole or 
probation regardless of a nolo contendere plea. Upon such comple
tion, such person's right to vote shall be restored. The general as
sembly may provide by law for shorter state and local residence 
requirements to vote for electors for president and vice president of 
the United States. 

Section 2. Nomination of candidates - Voter registration 
- Absentee yoting - Conduct of elections - Residency. - The 
general assembly shall provide by law for the nomination of candi
dates; for a uniform system of permanent registration of voters; for 
the exemption from such registration of persons in the active service 

-- -- --------
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17 CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND Art. 3, § ~ 
If the nation and their families absent from the state because of such 
",rvice, and, in time of war, members of the Merchant Marine; for 
\bsentee and shut in voting; for the time, manner and place of con-
iucting elections; for the prevention of abuse, corruption and fraud 
,n voting; and may define by law residence for voting purposes, but 
no person shall acquire such residence merely by being stationed or 
assigned in this state in the active service of the United States. 

ARTICLE III 

OF QUALIFICATION FOR OFFICE 

SECTION. 

1. Qualified electors. 
2. Disqualification upon conviction or plea of 

nolo contendere - Requalification fol
, lowing sentence, probation or parole. 

3. Oath of general officera. 
4. Oath of general aasembly members, 

judges. and other officen. 

SECTION. 

5. Administration of oatha, 
6. Holding of office under other govern

menta. 
7. Ethical conduct. 
S. Ethica commiaaion - Code of ethics. 

Section 1. Qualified electors. - No person shall hold any civil 
office unless that person be a qualified elector for such office. 

Section 2. Disqualification upon conviction or plea of nolo 
contendere - Requalification following sentence, probation 
or parole. - An elector shall be disqualified as a candidate for 
elective or appointive state or local office or from holding such office 
if such elector has been convicted of or plead nolo contendere to a 
felony or if such elector has been convicted or plead nolo contendere 
to a misdemeanor resulting in a jail sentence of six months or more, 
either suspended or to be served. Such elector shall not, once so 
convicted, attain or return to any office until three years after the 
date of completion of such sentence and of probation or parole. 

Section 3. Oath of general officers. - All general officers 
shall take the following engagement before they act in their respec
tive offices, to wit: You 

being by the free vote of the electors of this state of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations, elected unto the place of 

do solemnly swear (or, aff"um) to be true and faithful unto 
this state, and to support the Constitution of this state and of the 
United States; that you will faithfully and impartially discharge all 
the duties of your aforesaid office to the best of your abilities, accord
ing to law: So help you God. [Or: This affirmation you make and give 
upon the peril of the penalty of perjury.] 

Supp. 2192 
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Art. 3, § 4 ELECTION LAWS 18 

Section 4. Oath of general assembly members. judges. and 
other officers. - The members of the general assembly. the judges 
of all the courts, and all other officers, both civil and military, shall 
be bound by oath or affirmation to support this Constitution, and the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Section 5. Administration of oaths. - The oath or affirma
tion shall be administered to the governor, lieutenant governor, sen
ators, and representatives by the secretary of state, or, in the ab
sence of the secretary of state by the attorney-general. The secretary 
of state, attorney-general, and general treasurer shall be engaged by 
the governor, or by a justice of the supreme court. 

Section 6. Holding of offices under other governments. -
No person holding any office under the government of the United 
States, or of any other state or country, shall act as a general officer 
or as a member of the general assembly, unless at the time of taking 
such engagement that person shall have resigned the office under 
such government; and if any general officer, senator, representative, 
or judge shall, after election and engagement, accept any appoint
ment under any other government, the office under this shall be 
immediately vacated; but this restriction shall not apply to any per
son appointed to take depositions or acknowledgment of deeds, or 
other legal instruments, by the authority of any other state or coun
try. 

Section 7. Ethical conduct. - The people of the State of Rhode 
Island believe that public officials and employees must adhere to the 
highest standards of ethical conduct, respect the public trust and the 
rights of all persons, be open. accountable and responsive, avoid the 
appearance of impropriety and not use their position for private gain 
or advantage. Such persons shall hold their positions during good 
behavior. 

Section 8. Ethics commission - Code of ethics. - The gen
eral assembly shall establish an independent non-partisan ethics 
commission which shall adopt a code of ethics including, but not 
limited to, provisions on conflicts of interest, confidential informa
tion, use of position, contracts with government agencies and finan
cial disclosure. All elected and appointed officials and employees of 
state and local government, of boards, commissions and agencies 
shall be subject to the code of ethics. The ethics commission shall 
have the authority to investigate violations of the code of ethics and 
to impose penalties, as provided by law; and the commission shall 
have the power to remove from office officials who are not subject to 
impeachment. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

r 
8.1 CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND Art. 14, § 2 

meral assembly, or the governor if the general assembly fails to 
·:t, shall provide for a bi-partisan preparatory commission to assem
Ie information on constitutional questions for the electors. If a ma
rity of the electors voting at such election on said question shall 
?te to hold a convention, the general assembly at its next session 
nail provide by law for the election of delegates to such convention. 
he number of delegates shall be equal to the number of members of 
,e house of representatives and shall be apportioned in the same 

S~. ~~1 ____ ~ __________ ~-. ____ ~ ................ ~"""". 
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19 CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND Art. 4, § 3 '. 

ARTICLE IV 

OF ELECTIONS AND CAMPAIGN FINANCE 

SICTION. 
1. Election and terms of governor. lieutenant 

governor. secreta.ry of state. attorney· 
general, general treasurer, and gen
eral assembly membeR. 

2. Election by plurality. 
3. Filling vacancy caused by death, removal, 

refusal to serve, or incapacity of 
elected officers - Election when no 
candidate reeeivet!J plurality. 

4. Temporary appointment to fill vacanciea 
in office of secretary of state, attorney
general. or general treasurer. 

SEcrJON. 

5. Special elections to fill general as&embly 
vacancies. 

6. Elections in grand committee _ Majority 
vote - Term. of elected official. 

7. Electiona in grand committee - Quorum 
- Pennitteci activities. 

8. Voter registration Iiats. 
9. Reporta of campaign contributions and ex-

1'0 ..... 
10. Limitations on campaign contributions 

- Public financing of campaign expen· 
ditures of general officen. 

Section 1. Election and terms of governor, lieutenant gov· 
ernor, secretary of state, attorney·general, general treasurer, 
and general assembly members. - The governor, lieutenant gov. 
ernor, secretary of state, attorney·general, general treasurer, and 
senators and representatives in the general assembly, shall be 
elected on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, 
biennally in even numbered years, and shall severally hold their 
offices for two years from the first Tuesday of January next succeed· 
ing their election and until their successors are elected and quali· 
fied. 

Section 2. Election by plurality. - In all elections held by the 
people for state, city, town, ward or district officers, the person or 
candidate receiving the largest number of votes cast shall be de
clared elected. 

Section 3. Filling vacancy caused by death, removal, re
fusal to serve, or Incapacity of elected officers - Election 
when no candidate receives plurality. - When the governor· 
elect shall die, remove from the state, refuse to serve; become insane, 
or be otherwise incapacitated, the lieutenant governor·elect shall be 
qualified as governor at the beginning of the tenn for which the 
governor was elected. When both the governor and lieutenant gover· 
nor-elect, or either the lieutenant governor, secretary of state, attor· 
neY'general, or general treasurer·elect, are 80 incapacitated, or 
when there has been a failure to elect anyone or more of the officers 
mentioned in this section, the general assembly shall upon its orga· 
nization meet in grand committee and elect some person or persons 
to fill the office or offices, as the case may be, for which such incapac. 
ity exists or as to which such failure to elect occurred. When the 
general assembly shall elect any of said officers because of the fail· 
ure of any person to receive a plurality of the votes cast, the election 
in each case shall be made from the persons who received the same 
and largest number of votes. 

Supp. 2192 
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Section 4. Temporary appointment to fill vacancies in of. 
fice of secretary of state, attorney·general, or general trea. 
surer. - In case of a vacancy in the office of the secretary of state, 
attorney·general, or general treasurer from any cause, the general 
assembly in grand committee shall elect some person to fill the 
same; provided, that if such vacancy occurs when the general assem· 
bly is not in session the governor shall appoint some person to fill 
such vacancy until a successor elected by the general assembly is 
qualified to act. 

Section 5. Special elections to fill general assembly vacan· 
cies. - When a senator or representative-elect shall die, remove 
from the state, refuse to serve, become insane, or be otherwise inca· 
pacitated, or when at an election for any senator or representative 
no person shall receive a plurality of the votes cast, a new election 
shall be held. A vacancy in the senate or house of representatives 
shall be filled at a new election. The general assembly shall provide 
by general law for the holding of such elections at such times as to 
insure that each town and city shall be fully represented in the 
general assembly during the whole of every session thereof so far as 

. is practicable. Every person elected in accordance with this section 
shall hold office for the remainder of the term or for the full term, as 
the case may be, of the office which that person is elected to fill, and 
until a successor is elected and qualified. 

Section 6. Elections in grand committee - Majority vote -
Term of elected official. - In elections by the general assembly in 
grand committee the person receiving a majority of the votes shall 
be elected. Every person elected by the general assembly to fill a 
vacancy, or pursuant to Section 3 of this article, shall hold office for 
the remainder of the term or for the full term, as the case may be, 
and until a successor is elected and qualified. 

Section 7. Elections in grand committee - Quorum - Per· 
mitted activities. - A quorum of the grand committee shall consist 
of a majority of all the members of the senate and a majority of all 
the members of the house of representatives duly assembled pursu· 
ant to an invitation from one of said bodies which has been accepted 
by the other, and the acceptance of which has been communicated by 
message to the body in which such invitation originated, and each 
house shall be attended by its secretaries and clerks. No act or busi· 
ness of any kind shall be done in grand committee other than that 
which is distinctly specified in the invitation by virtue of which such 
grand committee is assembled, except to take a recess or to dissolve; 
provided, that the grand committee may appoint a subcommittee of 
its own members to count any ballots delivered to it and report the 
result of such count. 
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Section 8. Voter registration lists. - It shall not be necessary 
for the town or ward clerks to keep and transmit to the general 
assembly a list or register of all persons voting for general officers; 
but the general assembly shall have power to pass such laws on the 
subject as it may deem expedient. 

Section 9. Reports of campaign contributions and ex· 
penses. - The general assembly shall require each candidate for 
general office in any primary, general or special election to report to 
the secretary of state all contributions and expenditures made by 
any person to or on behalf of such candidate, provided however, that 
the general assembly may limit such disclosure to contributions or 
expenditures in excess of such an amount as the general assembly 
shall specify. 

Section 10. Umitations on campaign contributions - Pub
lic financing of campaign expenditures of general officers. -
The general assembly shall adopt limitations on all contributions to 
candidates for election to state and loc;al office in any primary, gen
eral or special election and shall provide for the adoption of a plan of 
voluntary public financing and limitations on total campaign expen
ditures of campaigns for governor and such other general officers as 
the general assembly shall specify. 

ARTICLE V 

OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS 

The powers of the government shall be distributed into three de
partments: the legislative, executive and judicial. 

ARTICLE VI 

OF THE LEGISLATIVE POWER 

SECTION. 
1. Constitution supreme law of the state. 
2. Power vested in general assembly -

Concurrence of houaes required to 
enact lawl - Style of laws. 

3. Se881008 of general assembly - Com
pensation of general assembly mem
ben and officen. 

4. Restriction on general assembly mem
berB' activitiea as counsel. 

5. lmmunitlea of general assembly mem
bers. 

6. Election and qualification of general as
sembly members - Quorum and orga
nization of houses. 

7. Rules of houses - Contempt. 
8. House journals. 
9. A(ljoumment of bouaes. 
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SECTION. 

10. Continuation of previous plwera. 
11. Vote required to pass local or private ap

propriations. 
12. Property valuauona for tax aaaeaamenta. 
13. Continuance in office until successors 

qualify. 
14. General corporation laws. 
15. Lotteries. 
16. Borrowing power of general assembly. 
17. Borrowing in anticipation of receipts. 
18. Redevelopment powers. 
19. Taking of property for highways. streets, 

places, parka or parkways. 
20. Local off·street parking facilities. 
21. Emergency powers in case of enemy at

tack. 
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Art. 6, § 1 ELECTION LAWS 20.2 1 , 
Section 1. Constitution supreme law of the state. - This 1 

Constitution shall be the surpreme law of the state, and any law 1 
inconsistent therewith shall be void. The general assembly shall 
pass all laws necessary to carry this Constitution into effect. 

Section 2. Power vested in general Assembly - Concur· 
rence of houses required to enact laws - Style of laws. - The 
legislative power, under this Constitution, shall be vested in two 
houses, the one to be called the senate, the other the house of repre
sentatives; and both together the general assembly. The concurrence 
of the two houses shall be necessary to the enactment of laws. The 
style of their laws shall be, It is enacted by the general assembly as 
follows: 

Section 3. Sessions of general assembly - Compensation 
of general assembly members and officers. - There shall be a 
session of the general assembly at Providence commencing on the 
first Tuesday of January in each year. The senators and representa
tives shall severally receive the sum of five dollars, and the speaker 
of the house of representatives ten dollars, for every day of actual 
attendance. and eight cents per mile for traveling expenses in going 
to and returning from the general assembly; provided that no com
pensation or mileage shall be allowed any senator or representative 
for more than sixty days attendance in any calendar year. The gen
eral assembly shall regulate the compensation of the governor and of 
all other officers. subject to the limitations contained in the Consti· 
tution. 

Section 4. Restriction on general assembly members' activo 
ities as counsel. - No member of the general assembly shall take 
any fee. or be of counsel in any case pending before either house of 
the general assembly. under penalty of forfeiture of seat. upon proof 
thereof to the satisfaction of the house in which the member sits. 

Section 5. Immunities of general assembly members. -
The persons of all members of the general assembly shall be exempt 
from arrest and their estates from attachment in any civil action. 
during the session of the general assembly. and two days before the 
commencement and two days after the termination thereof. and all 
process served contrary hereto shall be void. For any speech in de
bate in either house. no member shall be questioned in any other 
place. 

Section 6. Election and quaIification of general assembly 
members - Quorum and organization of houses. - Each house 
shall be the judge of the elections and qualifications of its members; 
and a majority shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a 
smaller number may a<ljourn from day to day. and may compel the 
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20.3 CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND Art. 6. § 14 

attendance of absent members in such manner. and under such pen
alties. as may be prescribed by such house or by law. The organiza
tion of the two houses may be regulated by law. subject to the limita
tions contained in this Constitution. 

Section 7. Rules of houses - Contempt. - Each house may 
determine its rules of proceeding, punish contempts, punish its 
members for disorderly behavior. and, with the concurrence of two
thirds, expel a member; but not a second time for the same cause. 

Section 8. House journals. - Each house shall keep a journal 
of its proceedings. The yeas and nays of the members of either house 
shall. at the desire of one-fifth of those present, be entered on the 
journal. 

Section 9. Adjournment of houses. - Neither house shall, 
during a session, without the consent of the other. acljourn for more 
than two days. nor to any other place than that in which it may be 
sitting. 

Section 10. Continuation of previous powers. - The general 
assembly shall continue to exercise the powers it has heretofore 
exercise<!. unless prohibited in this Constitution. 

Section 11. Vote required to pass local or private appropri
ations. - The assent of two-thirds of the members elected to each 
house of the general assembly shall be required to every bill appro
priating the public money or property for local or private purposes. 

Section 12. Property valuations for tax assessments. - The 
general assembly shaH, from time to time, provide for making new 
valuations of property. for the assessment of taxes, in such manner 
as it may deem best. 

Section 13. Continuance in office until successors qualify. 
- The general assembly may provide by law for the continuance in 
office of any officers of election or appointment, until other persons 
are qualified to take their places. 

Section 14. General corporation laws. - The general assem
bly may provide by general law for the creation and control of corpo
rations; provided. however, that no corporation shall be created with 
the power to exercise the right of eminent domain, or to acquire 
franchises in the streets and highways of towns and cities, except by 
special act of the general assembly upon a petition for the same, the 
pendency whereof shall be notified as may be required by law. 
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Section 15. Lotteries. - All lotteries shall be prohibited in the 
state except lotteries operated by the state and except those previ
ously permitted by the general assembly prior to the adoption of this 
section, and all shall be subject to the prescription and regulation of 
the general assembly. 

Section 16. Borrowing power of general assembly. - The 
general assembly shall have no powers, without the express consent 
of the people, to incur state debts to an amount exceeding fifty thou
sand dollars, except in time of war, or in case of insurrection or 
invasion; nor shall it in any case, without such consent, pledge the 
faith of the state for the payment of the obligations of others. This 
section shall not be construed to refer to any money that may be 
deposited with the state by the government of the United States. 

Section 17. Borrowing in anticipation of receipts. - Not
withstanding the provisions of Section 16 of this article the general 
assembly may provide by law for the state to borrow in any fiscal 
year, in anticipation of receipts from taxes, sums of money not ex
ceeding twenty percent of the receipts from taxes during the next 
prior fiscal year, and, in anticipation of receipts from other sources, 
additional sums of money, not exceeding ten percent of the receipts 
from such other sources during the said next prior fiscal year; pro
vided, that the aggregate of all such borrowings shall not exceed a 
sum equal to thirty percent of the actual receipts from taxes during 
the said next prior fiscal year. Any money so borrowed in anticipa
tion of such receipts shall be repaid within the fiscal year of the state 
in which such borrowings take place. No money shall be so borrowed 
in anticipation of such receipts in any fiscal year until all money so 
borrowed in all previous fiscal years shall have been repaid. 

Section 18. Redevelopment powers. - The clearance, replan
ning, redevelopment, rehabilitation and improvement of blighted 
and substandard areas shall be a public use and purpose for which 
the power of eminent domain may be exercised, tax moneys and 
other public funds expended and public credit pledged. The general 
assembly may authorize cities, towns, or local redevelopment agen
cies to undertake and carry out projects approved by the local legis
lative body for such uses and purposes including the acquisition in 
such areas of such properties as the local legislative body may deem 
necessary or proper to effectuate any of the purposes of this article, 
although temporarily not required for such purposes, and the sale or 
other disposition of any such properties to private persons for private 
uses or to public bodies for public uses. 
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20.5 CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND Art. 6, § 21 

Section 19. Taking of property for highways, streets, 
places, parks or parkways. - The general assembly may autho
rize the acquiring or taking in fee by the state, or by any cities or 
towns, of more land and property than is needed for actual construc
tion in the establishing, laying out, widening, extending or relocat
ing of public highways, streets, places, parks or parkways; provided, 
however, that the additional land and property so authorized to be 
acquired or taken shall be no more in extent than would be sufficient 
to form suitable building sites abutting on such public highway, 
street, place, park or parkway. After so much of the land and prop
erty has been appropriated for such public highway, street, place, 
park or parkway as is needed therefor, the remainder may be held 
and improved for any public purpose or purposes, or may be sold or 
leased for value with or without suitable restrictions, and in case of 
any such sale or lease, the person or persons from whom such re
mainder was taken shall have the first right to purchase or lease the 
same upon such terms as the state or city or town is willing to sell or 
lease the same. 

Section 20. Local off-street parking facilities. - The general 
assembly may authorize cities and towns to acquire property by 
eminent domain, or otherwise for the establishment and construc
tion of off-street parking facilities and to maintain and operate or 
lease the same. Without limiting the generalities of the foregoing, 
any of the powers or authorities consistent with the provisions of 
this article for the provision of off-street parking now vested in pub
lic bodies by law, shall continue in existence and may be exercised 
by said public bodies, except as such powers and authorities may be 
modified, or repealed by the general assembly. 

Section 21. Emergency powers in case of enemy attack. -
The general assembly, in order to insure continuity of state and local 
governmental operations, including the judicial functions, in periods 
of emergency resulting from disasters caused by enemy attack, shall 
have the power and the immediate duty to provide for prompt and 
temporary succession to the powers and duties of public offices, of 
whatever nature and whether filled by election or appointment, the 
incumbents of which may become unavailable for carrying on the 
powers and duties of such offices, to enact legislation permitting the 
convening of the general assembly at any place within or without 
the State of Rhode Island, and to adopt such other measures as may 
be necessary and proper for insuring the continuity of governmental 
operations during the period of said emergency. Any law enacted 
under this section shall apply to all cities and towns regardless of 
their form of charter. During said period of emergency the general 
assembly shall have the power to incur state debts exceeding the 
limitation set forth in Sections 16 and 17 of this article. The powers 
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granted and the laws enacted under this section shall not be effec
ti ve after two years following the inception of an enemy attack. 

ARTICLE VII 

OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SKcnON. 
1. Composition. 
2. Officers - Presiding member during orga

nization. 

Section 1. Composition. - The house of representatives shall 
never exceed one hundred members, and shall be constituted on the 
basis of population. The general assembly may, after any new census 
taken by the authority of the United States or this state, reapportion 
the representation. The representative districts shall be as nearly 
equal in population and as compact in territory as possible. 

Section 2. Officers - Presiding member during organiza
tion. - The house of representatives shall have authority to elect its 
speaker, clerks, and other officers. The senior member from the City 
of Newport, if any be present, shall preside in the organization of the 
house. 

ARTICLE VIII 

OF THE SENATE 

SECTION. 

1. Composition. 
2. Lieutenant governor to be presiding offi· 

cer. 
3. Presiding officer in absence of lieutenant 

governor. 

SECTION. 

4. Secretary of state to be secretary of senate 
- Additional officers. 

Section 1. Composition. - The senate shall consist of the lieu
tenant governor and senators from the senatorial districts in the 
state. The general assembly may after any presidential election re
apportion the senate. Such districts shall be as nearly equal in popu
lation and as compact in territory as possible. 

Section 2. Lieutenant governor to be presiding officer. -
The lieutenant governor shall preside in the senate and in grand 
committee. The presiding officer of the senate and grand committee 
shall have a right to vote in case of equal division, but not otherwise. 

Section 3. Presiding officer In absence of lieutenant gover
nor. - If by reason of death, resignation, absence, or other cause, 
the lieutenant governor is not present, to preside in the senate, the 
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20.7 CONSTITUTION OF RHODE [SLAND Art. 9, § 5 

senate shall elect one of its own members to preside during such 
absence or vacancy; and until such election is made by the senate, 
the secretary of state shall preside. The presiding officer of the sen· 
ate shall preside in grand committee and in joint assembly. 

Section 4. Secretary of state to be secretary of senate -
Additional officers. - The secretary of state shall, by virtue of 
office, be secretary of the senate, unless otherwise provided by law, 
and the senate may elect such other officers as it may deem neces· 
sary. 

ARTICLE IX 

OF THE EXECUTIVE POWER 

SECTION. 

1. Power vested in governor. 
2. Faithful ezecution of laws. 
3. Captain general and commander in 

chief of military and navy. 
4. Reprieves. 
5. Authority to fill vacancies. 
6. Adjournment of general aasembly. 
7. Convening of special seuions of the gen· 

eral aaaembly. 
8. Commissions. 
9. Vacancy in office of governor. 

SECTION. 
lO. Vacancies in both offices of governor 

and lieutenant governor. 
11. Compenaation of govemor and lieuten. 

ant governor. 
12. Powers and duties of secretary, attor

ney-general, and general treasurer. 
13. Panlona. 
14. Veto power of governor - Veto over

rides by genera! aaaembly - Acta ef
fective without action by governor. 

15. State budget. 

Section 1. Power vested in governor. - The chief executive 
power of this state shall be vested in a governor, who, together with 
a lieutenant governor, shall be elected by the people. 

Section 2. Faitbful execution of laws. - The governor shall 
take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

Section 3. Captain general and commander in chief of mili· 
tary and navy. - The governor shall be captain general and com· 
mander in chief of the military and naval forces of this state, except 
when they shall be called into the service of the United States. 

Section 4. Reprieves. - The governor shall have power to 
grant reprieves, after conviction, in all cases, except those of im· 
peachment, until the end of the next session of the general assembly. 

Section 5. Authority to fill vacancies. - The governor may 
fill vacancies in office not otherwise provided for by this Constitution 
or by law, until the same shall be filled by the general assembly, or 
by the people. 
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Section 6, Adjournment of general assembly, - In case of 
disagreement between the two houses of the general assembly, re
specting the time or place of adjournment, certified by either, the 
governor may adjourn them to such time and place as the governor 
shall think proper; provided, that the time of adjournment shall not 
be extended beyond the day of the next stated session. 

Section 7_ Convening of special sessions of the general as
sembly, - The governor may, on extraordinary occassions, convene 
the general assembly at any town or city in this state, at any time 
not provided for by law; and in case of danger from the prevalence of 
epidemic or contagious disease, in the place in which the general 
assembly is by law to meet, or to which it may have been acljourned, 
or for other urgent reasons, the governor may by proclamation con
vene said assembly at any other place within this state. 

Section 8. Commissions. - All commissions shall be in the 
name and by authority of the State of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations; shall be sealed with the state seal, signed by the gover
nor, and attested by the secretary. 

Section 9. Vacancy in office of governor. - In case of va
cancy in the office of governor or of the governor's inability to serve, 
impeachment, or absence from the state, the lieutenant governor 
shall fill the office of governor, and exercise the powers and author
ity appertaining thereto, until a governor is qualified to act, or until 
the office is filled at the next election. 

Section 10. Vacancies in both offices of governor and lieu
tenant governor_ - If the offices of governor and lieutenant gover
nor be both vacant by reason of death, resignation, impeachment, 
absence, or otherwise, the speaker of the house of representatives 
shall in like manner fill the office of governor during such absence or 
vacancy. 

Section 11. Compensation of governor and lieutenant gov
ernor. - The compensation of the governor and lieutenant governor 
shall be established by law, and shall not be diminished during the 
term for which they are elected. 

Section 12. Powers and duties of secretary. attorney-gen
eral. and general treasurer. - The duties and powers of the secre
tary, attorney-general and general treasurer shall be the same un
der this Constitution as are now established, or as from time to time 
may be prescribed by law. 

Supp. 2192 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

20.9 CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND Art. 9, § 15 

Section 13. Pardons. - The governor, by and with the advice 
and consent of the senate, shall hereafter exclusively exercise the 
pardoning power, except in cases of impeachment, to the same extent 
as such power is now exercised by the general assembly. 

Section 14. Veto power of governor - Veto overrides by 
general assembly - Acta effective without action by governor. 
- Every bill, resolution, or vote (except such as relate to adjourn
ment, the organization or conduct of either or both houses of the 
general assembly, and resolutions proposing amendment to the Con
stitution) which shall have passed both houses of the general assem
bly shall be presented to the governor. If the governor approve it the 
governor shall sign it, and thereupon it shall become operative, but 
if the governor does not approve it the governor shall return it, 
accompanied by the governor's objections in writing to the house in 
which it originated, which shall enter the governor's objections in 
full upon its journal and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such recon
sideration, three-fifths of the members present and voting in that 
house shall vote to pass the measure, it shall be sent with the objec
tions, to the other house, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, 
and if approved by three-fifths of the members present and voting in 
that house, it shall become operative in the same manner as if the 
governor had approved it, but in such cases the votes of both houses 
shall be detennined by ayes and nays and the names of the members 
voting for and against the measure shall be entered upon the journal 
of each house, respectively. If the measure shall not be returned by 
the governor within six days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have 
been presented to the governor the same shall become operative 
unless the general assembly, by adjournment, prevents its return, in 
which case it shall become operative unless trasmitted by the gover
nor to the secretary of state, with the governor's disapproval in writ
ing within ten days after such adjournment. 

Section 15. State budget. - The governor shall prepare and 
present to the general assembly an annual, consolidated operating 
and capital improvement state budget. 

ARTICLE X 

OF THE JUDICIAL POWER 

SECTION. 
1. Power vested in court. 
2. Jurisdiction of supreme and inferior 

courts - Quorum of supreme court, 
3. Advisory opinions by supreme court. 
4. Judges of supreme court - Election -

Term. of office. 
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SECTION. 

S. Judges of supreme court - Filling of va
cancies. 

6, Judges of supreme court - Compensa
tion. 

7. Wardena and justices of the peace. 
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Section 1. Power vested in court. - The judicial power of this 
state shall be vested in one supreme court, and in such inferior 
courts as the general assembly may, from time to time, ordain and 
establish. 

Section 2. Jurisdiction of supreme and inferior courts -
Quorum of supreme court. - The supreme court shall have final 
revisory and appellate jurisdiction upon all questions of law and 
equity. It shall have power to issue prerogative writs, and shall also 
have such other jurisdiction as may, from time to time, be prescribed 
by law. A majority of its judges shall always be necessary to consti· 
tute a quorum. The inferior courts shall have such jurisdiction as 
may, from time to time, be prescribed by law. 

Section 3. Advisory opinions by supreme court. - The 
judges of the supreme court shall give their written opinion upon 
any question of law whenever requested by the governor or by either 
house of the general assembly. 

Section 4. Judges of supreme court - Election - Term of 
office . .;... The judges of the supreme court shall be elected by the two 
houses in grand committee. Each judge shall hold office until that 
judge's place be declared vacant by a resolution of the general as
sembly to that effect; which resolution shall be voted for by a major
ity of all the members elected to the house in which it may originate, 
and be concurred in by the same majority of the other house. Such 
resolution shall not be entertained at any other than the annual 
session for the election of public officers; and in default of the pas
sage thereof at said session, the judge shall hold that place as is 
herein provided. 

Section 5. Judges of supreme court - Filling of vacancies. 
- In case of vacancy by death, resignation, removal from the state 
or from office, refusal or inability to serve, of any judge of the su
preme court, the office may be filled by the grand committee, until 
the next election, and the judge then elected shall hold office as 
before provided. In case of impeachment, or temporary absence, or 
inability, the governor may appoint a person to discharge the duties 
of the office during the vacancy caused thereby. 

Section 6. Judges of supreme court - Compensation. -
The judges of the supreme court shall receive a compensation for 
their services, which shall not be diminished during their contin
uance in office. 
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20.11 CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND Art. 11, § 3 

Section 7. Wardens and justices of the peace. - The towns 
of New Shoreham and Jamestown may continue to elect their war
dens as heretofore. The other towns and the city of Providence may 
elect such number of justices of the peace, resident therein, as they 
may deem proper. The jurisdiction of said justices and wardens shall 
be regulated by law. The justices shall be commissioned by the gov
ernor. 

ARTICLE XI 

OF IMPEACHMENTS 

SECTION. 

1. Power to impeach - Procedure - Sua
pension from office. 

2. Trial of impeachments. 

SECTION. 

3. Officers subject to impeachment 
Grounds and effect of conviction. 

Section 1. Power to impeach - Procedure - Suspension 
from office. - The house of representatives shall have the sole 
power of impeachment. A resolution of impeachment shall not be 
considered unless it is signed by twenty-five members. For the pur
pose of impeachment, the general assembly and committees thereof 
shall have the power to compel the attendance of witnesses and 
production of documents. A vote of sixty-seven members shall be 
required for an impeachment of the governor. Any officer impeached 
shall thereby be suspended from office until judgment in the case 
shall have been pronounced. 

Section 2. Trial of impeachments. - All impeachments shall 
be tried by the senate; and when sitting for that purpose, they shall 
be under oath or affirmation. No person shall be convicted except by 
vote of two-thirds of the members elected. When the governor is 
impeached, the chief or presiding justice of the supreme court, for 
the time being, shall preside, with a casting vote in all preliminary 
questions. 

Section 3. Officers subject to impeachment - Grounds and 
effect of conviction. - The governor and all other executive and 
judicial officers shall be liable to impeachment. The governor or any 
other executive officer shall be removed from office if, upon impeach
ment, such officer shall be found incapacitated or guilty of the com
mission of a felony or crime of moral turpitude, misfeasance or mal
feasance in office. Judges shall be removed if, upon impeachment, 
they shall be found incapacitated or guilty of the commission of a 
felony or crime of moral turpitude, misfeasance or malfeasance in 
office or violation of the canons of judicial ethics. Judgment of inca
pacity or guilt in a case of impeachment shall not extend further 
than to removal from office. The person convicted shall, neverthe
less, be liable to indictment, trial and punishment, according to 
laws. 
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ARTICLE XII 

OF EDUCATION 

SECTION. 
1. Duty of general assembly to promote 

schools and libraries. 
2. Perpetual ",bool fund. 

SECT10N. 
3. Donations. 
4. Implementation of article - Diversion of 

funds prohibited. 

Section 1. Duty of general assembly to promote schools 
and libraries. - The diffusion of knowledge, as well as of virtue 
among the people, being essential to the preservation of their rights 
and liberties, it shall be the duty of the general assembly to promote 
public schools and public libraries, and to adopt all means which it 
may deem necessary and proper to secure to the people the advan· 
tages and opportunities of education and public library services. 

Section 2. Perpetuaischool fund. - The money which now is 
or which may hereafter be appropriated by law for the establishment 
of a permanent fund for the support of public schools, shall be 
securely invested and remain a perpetual fund for that purpose. 

Section 3. Donations. - All donations for the support of public 
schools, or for other purposes of education, which may be received by 
the general assembly, shall be applied according to the terms pre· 
scribed by the donors. 

Section 4. Implementation of article - Diversion of funds 
prohibited. - The general assembly shall make all necessary pro
visions by law for carrying this article into effect. It shall not divert 
said money or fund from the aforesaid uses, nor borrow, appropriate, 
or use the same, or any part thereof, for any other purpose, under 
any pretence whatsover. 

ARTICLE XIII 

HOME RULE FOR CITIES AND TOWNS 

nerlON. 
1. Intent of article. 
2. Local legislative powers. 
3. Local legislative bodies. 
4. Powers of general aaaembly over cities 

and towns. 
5. Local taxing and borrowing powen. 
6. Charter commissions. 

SECTION. 
7. Adoption of charters. 
8. Amendments to charters. 
9. Filing of charter petitions to bicameral 

legislative bodies. 
10. Charter certificates - Signing - Recor

dation - Deposit - Judicial notice. 
11. Judicial powers unaffected by article. 

Section 1. Intent of article. - It is the intention of this article 
to grant and confirm to the people of every city and town in this state 
the right of self government in all local matters. 
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20.13 CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND Art. 13, § 6 

Section 2. Local legislative powers. - Every city and town 
shall have the power at any time to adopt a charter, amend its 
charter, enact and amend local laws relating to its property, affairs 
and government not inconsistent with this Constitution and laws 
enacted by the general assembly in conformity with the powers re
served to the general assembly. 

Section 3. Local legislative bodies. - Notwithstanding any· 
thing contained in this article, every city and town shall have a 
legislative body composed of one or two branches elected by vote of 
its qualified electors. 

Section 4. Powers of general assembly over cities and 
towns. - The general assembly shall have the power to act in rela· 
tion to the property, affairs and government of any city or town by 
general laws which shall apply alike to all cities and towns, but 
which shall not affect the form of government of any city or town. 
The general assembly shall also have the power to act in relation to 
the property, affairs and government of a particular city or town 
provided that such legislative action shall become effective only 
upon approval by a majority of the qualified electors of the said city 
or town voting at a general or special election, except that in the case 
of acts involving the imposition of a tax or the expenditure of money 
by a toWn the same shall provide for the submission thereof to those 
electors in said town qualified to vote upon a proposition to impose a 
tax or for the expenditure of money. 

Section 5. Local taxing and borrowing powers. - Nothing 
contained in this article shall be deemed to grant to any city or town 
the power to levy, assess and collect taxes or to borrow money, except 
as authorized by the general assembly. 

Section 6. Charter commissions. - Every city and town shall 
have the power to adopt a charter in the following manner: When
ever a petition for the adoption of a charter signed by fifteen percent 
of the qualified electors of a city, or in a town by fifteen percent, but 
not less than one hundred in number, of those persons qualified to 
vote on any proposition to impose a tax or for the expenditure of 
money shall be filed with the legislative body of any city or town the 
same shall be referred forthwith to the canvassing authority which 
shall within ten days after its receipt determine the sufficiency 
thereof and certify the results to the legislative body of said city or 
town. Within sixty days thereafter the legislative body of a city shall 
submit to its qualified electors and the legislative body of a town 
shall submit to the electors of said town qualified to vote upon a 
proposition to impose a tax or for the expenditure of money the 
following question: "Shall a commission be appointed to frame a 
charter?" and the legislative body of any city or town shall provide 
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by ordinance or resolution a method for the nomination and election 
of a charter commission to frame a charter consisting in a city of 
nine qualified electors and in a town of nine electors of said town 
qualified to vote upon a proposition to impose a tax or for the expen
diture of money who shall be elected at large without party or politi
cal designation and who shall be listed alphabetically on the ballot 
used for said election. Such ordinance or resolution shall provide for 
the submission of the question and the election of the charter com
mission at the same time. Upon approval of the question submitted 
the nine candidates who individually receive the greater number of 
votes shall be declared elected and shall constitute the charter com
mission, 

Section 7. Adoption of charters. - Within one year from the 
date of the election of the charter commission the charter framed by 
the commission shall be submitted to the legislative body of the city 
or town which body shall provide for publication of said charter and 
shall provide for the submission of said charter to the electors of a 
city or town qualified to vote for general state officers at the general 
election next succeeding thirty days from the date of the submission 
of the charter by the charter commission. If said charter is approved 
by a majority of said electors voting thereon, it shall become effec
tive upon the date fixed therein. 

Section 8. Amendments to charters. - The legislative body 
of any city or town may propose amendments to a charter which 
amendments shall be submitted for approval in the same manner as 
provided in this article for the adoption of a charter except that the 
same may be submitted at a special election, and provided further 
that in the case of a town, amendments concerning a proposition to 
impose a tax or for the expenditure of money, shall be submitted at a 
special or regular financial town meeting. 

Section 9. Filing of charter petitions to bicameral legisla
tive bodies. - Whenever the legislative body of any city or town 
consists of more than one branch, a petition for the adoption of a 
charter as provided in this article may be filed with either branch of 
said legislative body. 

Section 10. Charter certificates - Signing - Recordation 
- Deposit - Judicial notice. - Duplicate certificates shall be 
made setting forth the charter adopted and any amendments ap
proved and the same shall be signed by a majority of the canvassing 
authority; one of such certified copies shall be deposited in the office 
of the secretary of state and the other after having been recorded in 
the records of the city or town shall be deposited among the archives 
of the said city or town and all courts shall take judicial notice 
thereof. 
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20.15 CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND Art. 14, § 2 

Section 11. Judicial powers unaffected by article. - The 
judicial powers of the state shall not be diminished by the provisions 
of this article. 

ARTICLE XIV 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS AND REVISIONS 

SECTION. SECTION. 
1. Procedure for proposing and approving 2. Constitutional conventions. 

amendments. 

Section 1. Procedure for proposing and approving amend
ments. - The general assembly may propose amendments to the 
Constitution of the state by a roll call vote of a mlijority of the 
members elected to each house. Any amendment thus proposed shall 
be published in such manner as the general assembly shall direct, 
and submitted to the electors at the next general election as pro
vided in the resolution of approval; and, if then approved by a mlijor
ity of the electors voting thereon, it shall become a part of the Con
stitution. 

Section 2. Constitutional conventions. - The general assem
bly, by a vote of a mlijority of the members elected to each house, 
may at any general election submit the question, "Shall there be a 
convention to amend or revise the Constitution?" to the qualified 
electors of the state. If the question be not submitted to the people at 
some time during any period of ten years, the secretary of state shall 
submit it at the next general election following said period. Prior to 
a vote by the qualified electors on the holding of a convention, the 
general assembly, or the governor if the general assembly fails to 
act, shall provide for a bi-partisan preparatory commission to assem
ble information on constitutional questions for the electors. If a ma
jority of the electors voting at such election on said question shall 
vote to hold a convention, the general assembly at its next session 
shall provide by law for the election of delegates to such convention. 
The number of delegates shall be equal to the number of members of 
the house of representatives and shall be apportioned in the same 
manner as the members of the house of representatives. No revision 
or amendment of this Constitution agreed upon by such convention 
shall take effect until the same has been submitted to the electors 
and approved by a majority of those voting thereon. 

Supp. 2192 



Art. IS, § 1 ELECTION LAWS 20.16 

ARTICLE XV 

GENERAL TRANSITION 

SECTION. 
1. Rights and duties of public bodies unaf

fected - Continuation of laws, ordi
nances. regulations and rules. 

2. Validity of bonds. debts. contracts, suits. 
actions, and rights of actions contin
ued. 

SECTION. 

3. Continuation of office holders. 
4. Implementing legislation for Article III, 

Sections 7 and B. and Article IV. Sec· 
tion 10. 

Section 1. Rights and duties of public bodies unaffected -
Continuation of laws, ordinances, regulations and rules. - The 
rights and duties of all public bodies shall remain as if this Constitu
tion had not been adopted with the exception of such changes as are 
contained in this Constitution. All laws, ordinances, regulations and 
rules of court not contrary to, or inconsistent with, the provisions of 
this Constitution shall remain in force, until they shall expire by 
their own limitation or shall be altered or repealed pursuant to this 
Constitution. 

Section 2. Validity of bonds, debts, contracts, suits, ac
tions, and rights of actions continued. - The validity of all pub
lic and private bonds, debts and contracts, and of all suits, actions, 
and rights of action, shall continue as if no change had taken place. 

Section 3. Continuation of office holders. - All officers fill
ing any office by election or appointment shall continue the duties 
thereof, until the end of the terms to which they were appointed or 
elected, and until their offices shall have been abolished or their 
successors elected and qualified in accordance with this Constitution 
or laws enacted pursuant thereto. 

Section 4. Implementing legislation for Article III, Sections 
7 and 8, and Article IV, Section 10. - On or before June 1, 1988, 
the general assembly shall adopt implementing legislation for Arti
cle III, Sections 7 and 8, and for Article IV, Section 10. 
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SECT'JON. 

TITLE 5 

BUSINESSES AND PROFESSIONS 

CHAPTER 37.3 

CONFIDENTIALITY OF HEALTH CARE 
INFORMATION ACT 

5-37.34. Limitations on and permitted dis
closure. 

5-37.3-4. Limitations on and permitted disclosure. - (a) Ex
cept as provided in subsection (b) of this section or as otherwise 
specifically provided by the law, a patient's confidential health care 
information shall not be released or transferred without the written 
consent of such patient or his or her authorized representative, on a 
consent form meeting the requirements of subsection (d) of this sec
tion, a copy of any notice used pursuant to subsection (d) of this 
section, and of any signed consent shall upon request, be provided to 
the patient prior to his or her signing a consent form. 

(b) No consent for release or transfer of confidential health care 
information is required in the following situations: 

*** 
(16) To the state board of elections pursuant to a subpoena or 

subpoena duces tecum when that information is required to deter
mine the eligibility of a person to vote by mail ballot and/or the 
legitimacy of a certification by a physician attesting to a voter's 
illness or disability; or 

(17) To certify, pursuant to chapter 20 of title 17, the nature and 
permanency of a person's illness or disability, the date when that 
person was last examined and that it would be an undue hardship 
for the person to vote at the polls so that the person may obtain a 
mail ballot; or 

*** 
IIIoiory of SeeIIoD. 172. § 20; P.L. 1985. ch. 402. § 6; P.L. 1989, 

P.L. 1978, ch. 297, § 1; P.L. 1979, ch. 221, ch. 502, I 1. 
§ 1; P.L. 1981, ch. 283, § 1; P.L. 1983, ch. 
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TITLE 8 

COURTS AND CIVIL PROCEDURE-COURTS 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 9 

PROBATE COURTS 

8-9-t Election and powen of probate 
judge. 

8-9-4. Election and powers of probate judge. - The town 
council of any town which may, at the regular meeting of said town, 
have delegated to its town council such power, shall elect a judge of 
probate for such town, and any city council or any town may at the 
election of town officers elect a judge of probate for such city or town; 
and such judge of probate, upon being engaged, shall, instead of the 
town council, have the power and be subject to the duties of a probate 
court, and be entitled to the fees of such court and such salary, in 
addition to or instead of such fees, to be received of such city or town, 
as the city or town may allow. 

HI8tory of SectIon. I 1; G.L. 1938. ch. 568. I 3; G.L. 1956. 
C.P.A. 1905. ch. 35; G.L. 1909. ch. 306, I 3; I 8-9-4. 

G.L. 1923. ch. 357. I 3; P.L. 1925. ch. 1233. 
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24.1 

SECT'ION. 

COURT ADMINISTRATION 

CHAPTER 15 

COURT ADMINISTRATION 

B-15-8. Report of felony aentencing' to sec· 
retary of state. 

8·15·8 

8-15-8. Report of felony sentencing to secretary of state. -
The court administrator appointed pursuant to § 8·15-4 shall notify 
the secretary of state of any person who is serving a sentence includ· 
ing probation or parole for which said person was imprisoned upon 
final conviction of a felony imposed on any date or who is serving 
any sentence, whether incarcerated or suspended, on probation or 
parole, upon final conviction of a felony committed after November 
5, 1986. 

HIstory of _OD. 

P.L. 1978. ch. 191. I 1; P.L. 1980. ch. 250. 
I 1; P.L. 1987. ch. 293. I •. 
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SECTION. 

TITLE 9 

COURTS AND CIVIL PROCEDURE
PROCEDURE GENERALLY 

CHAPTER 5 

WRITS, SUMMONS AND PROCESS 

9-5-25. Exemption of voters from arrest. 

9·5-25. Exemption of voters from arrest. - All persons enti· 
tled to vote shall be protected from arrest in civil cases, on the days 
of election for city or town officers, and for state officers, representa· 
tives in congress, and electors of president and vice'president of the 
United States; and on the day preceding and the day following such 
election. 

Hloiory of _on.. I 1; G.L. 1923. ch. 19.1 1; G.L. 1938, ch. 327, 
G.L. 1896, ch. 14, I 1; G.L. 1909, ch. 20, I 1; G.L. 1956, I 9·5-25. 
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27 JURY WSTS 9-9-9 

CHAPTER 9 

JURY LISTS 

SECTION. SECTION. 
9-9·8. City voting lists furnished to jury 9-9-9. Town lists of qualified jurors. 

commissioner - Exceptions. 

9-9-8_ City voting lists furnished to jury commissioner -
Exceptions_ - (a) The clerk of the board of canvassers and registra
tion of each city shall in the month of December in each even-num
bered year furnish the jury commissioner with a certified copy of the 
voting lists of his city as made up by the board of canvassers thereof 
at its last meeting prior to the Tuesday next after the first Monday 
in November of such year_ 

(b) Whenever the jury commissioner selects jurors from the regis
tered voters in a city or town by means of electronic data processing 
equipment, as provided in § 9-9-14.1, the clerk of the board of can
vassers and registration in said city or town shall not be required to 
furnish any additional manually compiled list of registered voters. 

(c) Said lists shall contain the name and residence of every person 
in said city who was qualified to vote at the general election next 
preceding the date of delivery to the jury commissioner. 

Hlotory of SeetiOIL 
G.L .• ch. 329. § 7. as enacted by P.L. 1929. 

ch. 1192, § 2; P.L. 1930. ch. 1809. § 1; G.L. 
1938, ch. 506, § 6; G.L., ch. 506, § 5, as en· 

acted by P.L. 1939, ch. 700, § 1; imp!. am. 
P.L. 1951, ch. 2870, § 18; G.L. 1956, § 9-9-8; 
P.L. 1979, ch. 121, I 1. 

9-9-9. Town lists of qualified jurors_ - The town council of 
each town shall in the month of February in each odd-numbered 
year, from the list of qualified electors of the town and city made up 
by the board of canvassers thereof at its last meeting prior to the 
Tuesday next after the first Monday in November of the preceding 
year, make a list of all persons thereon over the age of eighteen (18) 
years who are qualified electors of such town or city, as they shall 
deem well qualified to serve as jurors, and not exempted as afore
said; which list shall contain the name, and address of each of said 
persons and shall be kept on file by the clerk of such town in his 
office. 

Hlotory of SeeliolL 
P.L. 1920, ch. 1948, § 7; G.L. 1923, ch. 329, 

§ 7; P.L. 1926, ch. 797, § 6; P.L. 1927, ch. 
1015, § 2; P.L. 1928, ch. 1192. § 2; P.L. 1930, 
ch. 1809, § 1; G.L. 1938, ch. 506, I 6; G.L., 

ch. 506, § 5, as enacted by P.L. 1939, ch. 700, 
§ 1; G.L. 1956, § 9·9-9; P.L. 1972, ch. 94, § 1; 
P.L. 1975, ch. 233, § 2; P.L. 1980. ch. 242, 
§ 2; P.L. 1980. ch. 412, II 1, 4. 
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TITLE 10 

COURTS AND CIVIL PROCEDURE-PROCEDURE 
IN PARTICULAR ACTIONS 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 10 

IMPRISONMENT ON CIVIL PROCESS 

10-10-5. Exemption of voters at time of elec
tions. 

10-10-5. Exemption of voters at time of elections. - No per
son entitled to vote shall be liable to arrest upon any civil process on 
the days of election of city or town officers, of state officers, represen
tatives in congress, or of electors of president and vice-president of 
the United States, or on the day preceding or on the day following 
such election. 

History of Section. G.L. 1923, ch. 352, § 2; G.L. 1938, ch. 560, 
C.P.A. 1905, § 598; G.L. 1909, ch. 302, § 2; § 2; G.L. 1956, § 10-10-5. 
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TITLE 11 

CRIMINAL OFFENSES 

CHAPTER 43 

TREASON AND RELATED OFFENSES 

BBCTlON. 
11-43.... mega! town meetinp. 
11-43-5. DiapenJal of illegal .... mbli .. pur· 

portinc to e.zerciae governmen
tal powen. 

SBCTlON. 

11-43-6. Acceptance of office by virtue of 
pretended election. 

11-43·7. U nla wfu.l e:zerciae of functions of 
state office. 

11-43-4. megal town meetings. - All town meetings of the 
freemen, inhabitants or residents of this state, or of any portion of 
the same, for the election of any town, city, ward, county or state 
officers, called or held in any town or city in this state, except in the 
manner, for the purposes, at the times, and by the persons by law 
prescribed, are illegsl and void, and every person who shall act as 
moderator, warden or clerk in such pretended meetings hereafter to 
be held, or in any manner receive, record or certify votes for the 
election of any pretended town, city, ward, county or state officers, 
shall be deeemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not 
exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000) nor less than five hundred 
dollars ($500) and be imprisoned for a term of six (6) months; pro
vided, that this section is not intended to apply to cases in which, by 
accident or mistake, some prescribed forms of calling town and ward 
meetings of the electors of the several towns and cities of this state 
shall be omitted or overlooked. 

History of SeetiOIl. I 4: G.L. 1923. cb. 392. I 4: G.L. 1938. cb. 
G.L. 1S96. cb. 275. I 4: G.L. 1909. cb. 341. 603. I 4: G.L. 1966. I 11-43 .... 

11-43-5. Dispersal of illegal assemblies purporting to exer
cise governmental powers. - Such meetings as are described in 
§ 11-43-4 and also all meetings of persons other than those autho
ri2ed by law, calling themselves when collected or claiming to be the 
general assembly of this state or either house thereof, are hereby 
declared to be riotous, tumultuous and treasonable assemblies, and 
the commander-in-chief, the sheriff of any county or any deputy 
sheriff, any justice of the supreme or superior court, the mayors of 
the several cities or in their absence the city councils of said cities, 
are hereby authori2ed and required to command such assemblies or 
any of them to disperse, and if they do not forthwith obey said com
mand, then, by the civil posse, or, if they deem it necessary, by 
calling out and using for that purpose the whole or any portion of the 
military force of this state within their respective jurisdictions that 
they or either of them may deem sufficient therefor, to disperse such 
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assemblies or any of them within their jurisdictions, and all such 
officers, civil and military, and persons under their command, are 
hereby directed to govern themselves accordingly. 

History of SectIon. 392. § 7; G.L. 1938. ch. 603. § 7; G.L. 1956. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 275, § 7; C.P.A. 1905, § 1143.5. 

§ 1228; G.L. 1909, ch. 341, § 7; G.L. 1923, ch. 

11-43-6. Acceptance of office by virtue of pretended elec· 
tion. - Every person who shall in any manner signify that he will 
accept any legislative, executive, judicial or ministerial office, by 
virtue of any pretended election in any such pretended town, ward or 
other meetings, or shall knowingly suffer or penni t his name to be 
used as a candidate therefor, shall be a<ljudged guilty of a high crime 
and misdemeanor and be fined not exceeding two thousand dollars 
($2,000) and be imprisoned for the term of one (1) year, 

History of Section. § 5; G.L. 1923, ch. 392, § 5; G.L. 1938, ch. 
G.L. 1896, ch. 275, § 5; G.L. 1909, ch. 341, 603, § 5; G.L. 1956, I 1143-6. 

11-43·7. Unlawful exercise of functions of state office. -
Every person, except he be duly elected thereto according to the laws 
of this state, who shall assume or exercise any of the legislative, 
executive or ministerial functions of the office of governor, lieuten
ant-governor, senator, member of the house of representatives, sec
retary of state, attorney-general or general treasurer of this state, 
within the territorial limits of the state, as the same are now actu
ally had and enjoyed, either separately or with others, or shall as
semble with others, for the purpose of exercising any of said func
tions, shall be imprisoned during life. 

History of SectIon. § 6; G.L. 1923, ch. 392. I 6; G.L. 1938, ch. 
G.L. 1896, ch. 275, § 6; G.L. 1909, ch. 341, 603, § 6; G.L. 1956, § 1143·7. 
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TITLE 13 

CRIMINALS-CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

CHAPTER 6 

LOSS OF RIGHTS BY PRISONERS 

SBCTlOH. 
13-6-2.1. Forfeiture of public office upon 

final conviction. 

13-6-2.1. Forfeiture of public office upon final conviction.
Every person who, while holding elective public office, is convicted of 
a felony and has exhausted all appeals shall forfeit said public office. 
The public office shall automatically become vacant by operation of 
law at the time when the conviction becomes final. The vacancy in 
office so created shall be filled in accordance with law. Every person 
who, while holding elective public office, is convicted of a felony 
shall be suspended by operation of law from the performance of all 
official duties until said public official's legal status is finally deter· 
mined. While under suspension, said person shall not receive any 
salary and/or benefit aasociated with said public office. If the convic· 
tion which prompted and the suspension is overturned on appeal, the 
official shall receive any salary and/or benefit which was withheld. 
During said suspension, the duties of the office shall be assumed by 
the person, if any, who is empowered to assume those duties in the 
event of the disability of the officeholder. 

HldoryofSeelioD. 
P.L. 1986, ch .• 18, t 1. 
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TITLE 16 

EDUCATION 

CHAPI'ER 2 

SCHOOL COMMITTEES AND SUPERINTENDENTS 

SECTION. 
16-2-5. Composition of town school com-

mittees - Election and terms 
of members - Vacanciee. 

16.2·5. Composition of town school committees - Election 
and terms of members - Vacancies. - The school committee of 
each town shall consist of three (3) residents of the town, or of such 
number as at the present time constitute the committee. In towns 
having annual elections of town officers the committee shall be di· 
vided as equally as may be into three (3) classes whose several terms 
of office shall expire at the end of three (3) years from the dates of 
their respective elections. In towns having biennial elections the 
committee shall be divided as equally as may be into two (2) classes 
whose several terms of office shall expire at the end of four (4) years 
from the dates of their respective elections. AB the office of each class 
shall become vacant, the vacancy or vacancies shall be filled by the 
town at its regular town meeting for the election of state or town 
officers, or by the town council at its next meeting thereafter. In case 
of a vacancy by death, resignation, or otherwise than as is above 
provided, the vacancy shall be filled by the town council until the 
next regular town meeting for the election of state or town officers, 
when it shall be filled for the unexpired term thereof as is above 
provided. This section shall not apply to the city of Providence, the 
city of Central Falls, or the city of Woonsocket. 

HIotory of Sec:Uoo. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 54. I 7; G.L. 1909. ch. 66. 

! 4; G.L. 1923. ch. 69.! 4; P.L. 1925. ch. 660. 

Supp. 4191 
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! 16; P.L. 1926. ch. 889. I 15; G.L. 1938. ch. 
179. ! 4; G.L. 1966. I 16-2·5; P.L. 1988. ch. 
84. I 71. 
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SECTION. 

16-22-10. Voting instruction. 

CURRICULUM 

CHAPTER 22 

CURRICULUM 

16·22·10 

16·22·10. Voting instruction. - The school committees of the 
several cities, towns, and school districts shall provide for students of 
the senior class in high school, a course of instruction and demon· 
stration in the operation of a voting machine, and of the manner of 
casting a valid ballot. The board of elections is hereby directed to 
make available to each city and town school committee one voting 
machine per town, to carry out the purposes of this section. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1%9, ch. 139, § 1. 

Supp. 4191 I 
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TITLE 17 

ELECTIONS 
CHAPTER. 

1. GENERAL PROVISIONS, §§ 17-1-1 - 17-1-8. 
2. GENERAL STATE OFFICERS, §§ 17-2-1 - 17-2-6. 
3. GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEMBERS, §§ 17-3-1 - 17-3-8. 
4. FEDERAL ELECTIVE OFFICERS, §§ 17-4-1 - 17-4-12. 
4.1. [REPEALED.] 
5. STATEWIDE REFERENDA ELECTIONS, §§ 17-5-1 - 17-5-6. 
6. SECRETARY OF STATE, §§ 17-6-1 - 17-6-13. 
7. STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS, §§ 17-7-1 - 17-7-10. 
8. LOCAL CANVASSING AUTHORITIES, §§ 17-8-1 - 17-8-9. 
9. REGISTRATION OF VOTERS, §§ 17-9-1 - 17-9-27. 

10. CANVASSING THE LISTS OF QUAUFIED ELECTORS, §§ 17-10-1 -
17-10-31. 

11. VOTING DISTRICTS AND OFFICIALS, §§ 17-11-1 - 17-11-17. 
12. PARTY COMMITTEES AND CONVENTIONS, §§ 17-12-1 - 17-12-14. 
12.1. PRIMARIES FOR ELECTION OF DELEGATES TO NATIONAL CONVEN-

TIONS AND FOR PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE, §§ 17-12.1-1 -
17-12.1-17. 

13. PRIMARY VOTING LISTS, §§ 17-13-1 - 17-13-5. 
14. NOMINATION OF PARTY AND INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES, 

§§ 17-14-1 - 17-14-17.1. 
15. PRIMARY ELECTIONS, §§ 17-15-1 - 17-15-44. 
16. FlUNG OF NOMINATIONS, §§ 17-16-1 - 17-16-19. 
17. [REPEALED.] 
18. ELECTIVE MEETINGS, §§ 17-18-1 - 17-18-14. 
19. CONDUCT OF ELECTION, AND VOTING MACHINES, AND SUPPUES, 

§§ 17-19-1 - 17-19-52. 
20. MAIL BALLOTS, §§ 17-20-1 - 17-20-35. 
21. [REPEALED.] 
21.1. REGISTRATION AND VOTING IN FEDERAL ELECTIONS BY CITIZENS 

RESIDING OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES, §§ 17-21.1-1 -
17-21.1-7. 

22. TABULATION AND CERTIFICATION OF RETURNS BY STATE BOARD, 
§§ 17-22-1 - 17-22-9. 

23. ELECTION OFFENSES, §§ 17-23-1 - 17-23-18. 
24. COMPELUNG PERFORMANCE OF ELECTION DUTIES, §§ 17-24-1-

17-24-3. 
25. RHODE ISLAND CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES 

REPORTING, §§ 17-25-1 - 17-25-29. 
25.1. GAMBLING REFERENDA, §§ 17-25.1-1, 17-25.1-2. 
26. PENALTIES, §§ 17-26-1 - 17-26-3. 
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17·1·1 ELECTION LAWS 36 

CHAPTER 1 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION. 

17·1·1. 
17·1·2. 
li·l·2.1. 
17·1·3. 
17·1·3.1. 
17·1·3.2. 

17·1·3.3. 
17·1·3.4. 

Short title. 
Definitions. 
Signature identification. 
Eligibility to vote. 
Residence for voting purposes. 
Identification of voter at time of 

registration. 
Verification of residence. 
Proced ure on challenge of registra-

tion. 
17·1·3.5. Penalty for unsubstantiated chal· 

lenge. 

SECTION. 

17·1-4. 

17·1·5. 
17·1·5.1. 

17·1·6. 
17·1· 7. 
17·1·7.1. 
17·1·8. 

Appeal of ruling by board of can
vassers. 

Effect of special statutes. 
Municipal and state employees 

holding elective public office. 
Scope of title. 
Uniform deadlines. 
Filings to be originals. 
Severability. 

17·1·1. Short title. - This title shall be known and may be cited 
as the "Election Law". 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1956. § 17·1-1; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § I. 

17·1·2. Definitions. - For the purposes this title, except as may 
otherwise be required by the context: 

(a) "Election" shall mean the filling of any public office or the 
determination of any public question by vote of the electorate, and 
shall include without limitation thereto any state, town, or city of· 
fice or question, and any political party primary election for the 
nomination of any candidate for public office; except that it shall not 
include a financial town meeting or a meeting to elect officers of a 
fire, water, or sewer district; 

(b) "General election" shall mean an election held on the first 
Tuesday next after the first Monday in November in even numbered 
years for the election of members of the general assembly and for the 
election of general officers; 

(c) "General officer" shall mean an officer designated as a general 
officer by chapter 2 of this title; 

(d) "Local election" shall mean any election limited to the elector· 
ate of any city or town, or any part thereof, at which any city, town, 
ward, or district officers are to be chosen, or any elective meeting at 
which a question is to be submitted to the voters of a city, town, or 
any subdivision thereof but it shall not include a financial town 
meeting; 

(e) "Local board" shall mean a town or city board of canvassers, 
board of canvassers and registration. canvassing authority, or any 
other local board. commission. or officer empowered by law to have 
custody of the permanent registration records; 

(0 "Political party" or "party" shall mean any political organiza. 
tion which at the preceding general election nominated a candidate 
for governor, and whose candidate for governor at the election polled 
at least five percent (5%) of the entire vote cast in the state for 
govemor~ 
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37 GENERAL PROVISIONS 17-1-2 

(g) "Primary election" shall mean any election to select the candi
dates of a political party; 

(h) "Proposition" or "public question" shall mean any question put 
to referendum of the electorate of the entire state or any part 
thereof; 

(i) "Polling place" shall mean the room in which any election or 
elective meeting is conducted; 

G) "State board" shall mean the state board of elections consti
tuted pursuant to this title; 

(k) "Special election" shall mean any election other than a local 
election or primary election which is not held on a general election 
day; 

(l) "Vacancy in office" shall mean the condition resulting from 
any failure to elect or appoint an eligible and qualified person to 
public office, or the failure of any person duly elected or appointed to 
qualify, or from the death, resignation, or removal of an incumbent 
prior to the expiration of his or her term of office and where no fixed 
term is prescribed upon the death, resignation, or removal; 

(m) "Voting list" shall mean the original permanent registration 
cards provided and maintained in locked binders pursuant to this 
title and in the event of the loss, destruction, or unavailability of any 
of these cards, the duplicate permanent registration cards provided 
and maintained pursuant to this title to the extent that the original 
card or cards shall have been lost, destroyed, or unavailable and 
until it or they may be replaced; 

(n) "Party member" shall mean any person who is a member of a 
designated political party pursuant to § 17-9-26_ 

(0) "Qualified voter" shall mean any person who is eligible to vote 
under the requirements of age, residence, and citizenship prescribed 
by the state constitution and who is duly registered to vote, or who is 
exempt from registration, pursuant to this title, and who is not oth
erwise disqualified as a voter pursuant to law; 

(p) "Party voter" shall mean any qualified voter who is eligible to 
vote at the primary election of a political party; 

(q) "State election" shall mean any election at which any presi
dential electors, senator or representatives in congress, general offi
cers of the state, or members of the general assembly are to be 
chosen, or at which a public question or an amendment to the Con
stitution is submitted to the electors of the state; 

(r) "Warden" shall include "moderator," and vice versa; 
(s) Words importing the masculine gender shall include the femi

nine gender; 
(t) "State officer" shall mean the governor, lieutenant governor, 

secretary of state, attorney general, general treasurer, state senator, 
and state representative_ 

Supp. 4191 
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17-1-2.1 ELECTION LAWS 38 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886, § 1; P.L. 194B, ch. 

2100, § 1; P.L. 1950, ch. 2476, I 1; P.L. 1951 
( •.• .), ch. 2B70, I 1; G.L. 1956, II 17-B-l, 

17-12-1: G.L. 1956, I 17-1-2; P.L. 1958, ch. 
lB, § 1; P.L. 1966, ch. 116, I 2; P.L. 19B1, ch. 
372, § 1; P.L. 19B7, ch. 389, § 1; P.L. 1987, 
ch. 536, I 1. 

17-1-2_1- Signature identification_ - For the purpose of assist
ing registrars and other persons in identifying a voter's signature, 
whenever in this title and whenever under any home rule charter 
enacted pursuant to article XIII, § 1 of the Constitution of the state 
of Rhode Island, a voter's signature shall be required, space shall be 
provided and so labelled for the voter to print his or her legal name. 
However, failure of the voter to print his or her name shall not 
invalidate the signature. This section shall not apply to the original 
voter's registration form and other forms where the name of the 
voter is typed and/or printed by the registrar. 

History of SeclioQ, 
P.L. 1984, ch. 6, ! 1; P.L. 19S5, ch. 84, 

§ 14. 

17-1-3_ Eligibility to vote. - Every citizen of the United States 
who is at least eighteen (18) years of age, whose residence as defined 
in § 17-1-3.1 has been in this state for at least thirty (30) days, and 
in the town or city and voting district in which that person desires to 
cast his or her vote at least thirty (30) days next preceding the 
election, and who shall be registered in that city or town and voting 
district at least thirty (30) days next preceding any election, shall be 
entitled to vote in the election; provided a person may vote in a 
primary election only if that person is eligible under the provisions 
of this title. A person who has not registered to vote or whose regis
tration has been canceled pursuant to § 17-10-1 may cast a vote for 
president and vice-president on election day at his or her city or 
town hall. The casting of said vote, however, shall commence the 
process of voter registration thereby subjecting the person so voting 
to the requirements and penalties of this chapter. 

History of _OIL P.L. 1972, ch. 152, § 1; P.L. 1983, ch. 172, 
G.L. 1956, I 17-1-3; P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1; I 2; P.L. 1990, ch. 246, I 1. 

17-1-3.1. Residence for voting purposes. - (a) A person's resi
dence for voting purposes is his or her fixed and established domi
cile. The determinant of one's domicile is that person's factual physi
cal presence in the voting district on a regular basis incorporating 
an intention to reside for an indefinite period. This domicile is the 
place to which, upon temporary absence, he or she has the intention 
of returning. Once acquired, this domicile continues until another 
domicile is established. A person can have only one domicile, and the 
domicile shall not be considered lost solely by reason of absence for 
any of the following reasons: 

........ 4191 



38.1 GENERAL PROVISIONS 17-1-3.1 

(1) Employment or service outside of the state intimately con
nected with military operations or with the federal government, in
cluding the spouse and dependents of an elector so employed; 

(2) Confinement in a correctional facility; 
(3) Being a patient in a hospital, convalescent home, nursmg 

home or rest home, or like facility; or 

Supp. 4/91 
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39 GENERAL PROVISIONS 17-1-3.2 

(4) Attendance as a student at an academic institution, including 
the spouse and dependents of an elector who is a student. 

(b) The following shall be considered prima facie evidence of a 
person's residence for voting purposes: 

(1) The address furnished to the registry of motor vehicles for the 
voter's operator's license; 

(2) The address from which the voter's motor vehicle is registered; 
(3) The address from which the voter filed his last federal income 

tax return; 
(4) The address from which the voter filed his last state income 

tax return; 
(5) The address furnished to the companies from which the voter 

has obtained retail credit cards; 
(6) The address furnished to the financial institutions where the 

voter maintains accounts; 
(7) The address furnished to the tax collector and/or assessor in 

those communities where the voter owns taxable real or personal 
property for the purpose of notification to him or her; 

(8) The address furnished to the insurance companies with which 
the voter maintains policies; 

(9) The address furnished to the voter's employer; 
(10) The address furnished by the voter to any business, profes

sional, union, or fraternal organizations of which he or she is a 
member; 

(11). The address furnished to governmental agencies with which 
the voter has contact; 

(12) The address of a hospital, convalescent home, nursing home 
or rest home, or like facility at which the voter has been a patient or 
resident for the preceding thirty (30) days or longer; 

(13) The address furnished to the United States postal service on a 
change of address form as verified by the United States postal ser
vice. 

Hiaiory of SeetiOD.. 
P.L. 1983. ch. 172. t 3; P.L. 1984. ch. 157. 

I 1; P.L. 1985. ch. 142. I 1. 

17-1-3.2. Identification of voter at time of registration. - No 
registration or change of residence for voting purposes shall be ac
cepted by a voter registrar after July 1, 1983, unless the registrar is 
presented with at least one of the forms of identification listed in 
§ 17-1-3.1 showing that the prospective voter resides at the address 
from which that person wishes to vote. The registrar shall list on the 
registration form or the transfer of registration form, in a place to be 
provided thereon, the one form of identification which has been pre
sented. If a person wishing to register to vote lacks one of the forms 
of identification listed in § 17-1-3.1, he or she must submit to the 
board of canvassers of the appropriate city or town such alternative 
proof of residence as the board finds adequate to satisfy standards to 
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17-1-3.3 ELECTION LAWS 40 

be promulgated by the state board of elections. Upon receipt of the 
proof of residence, that person shall be registered to vote by a mem
ber of the board of canvassers. The alternative proof of residency 
provided by the registrant shall be recorded on the registration fonn 
or the transfer of registration fonn. 

History of SectiOD. 
P.L. 19S3. ch. 172. I 3. 

17-1-3.3. Verification of residence. - (a) The board of can
vassers of each city and town shall mail a card to each newly regis
tered voter and to each voter who changes his or her voting residence 
within seven (7) days after registration or change of residence. Every 
voter registrar shall instruct each person whom he or she registers 
that a card will be sent to the address from which the person regis
tered, and that if it is not received, he or she should notify the board 
of canvassers forthwith. The card shall be mailed to the elector at 
the address from which he or she has registered and shall be clearly 
marked "do not forward". 

(b) The postal card shall be substantially in the following fonn, 
viz.: 

Front side 

Board of Canvassers 
Address of Board of Canvassers 
for the city or town in which 
the elector registered 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED 
DO NOT FORWARD 

Dear Registered Voter: 

Voter's Name 
Voter's Address 

Reverse Side 

14 cents 
Postage 

This card has been mailed to you for the purpose of verifying your 
residence address for voting purposes. 

Your registration to vote will be cancelled if you do not vote at 
least once within five calendar years. 

Your receipt of this card constitutes verification of your residence 
address for voting purposes and no further action on your part is 
required at this time. 

If this card is addressed to a person who does not live at this 
address, please ask your mail carrier to return it to the sender. 
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Thank you for your assistance. 

Rhode Island Board of Elections 

Joseph R. DiStefano, Chairman 

17·1·3.4 

(c) Such postal cards as are returned as undeliverable to the board 
of canvassers shall then be reviewed to verify that the address was 
correctly printed on the card. All cards returned as undeliverable 
shall be attached to the registration card and maintained as a record 
of the board. 

(d) The board of canvassers shall not permit any voter whose card 
has been returned by the postal authorities as undeliverable to vute 
until it receives satisfactory proof of residency. This provision shall 
apply to all registrations or changes of residence filed with a board of 
canvassers after July 1, 1985. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1983. ch. 172. § 3, P.L. 1985. ch. 490. 

§ 1, P.L. 1989, ch. 249, § 1. 

17·1·3.4. Procedure on challenge of registration. - (A) At 
any time up to twenty (20) days prior to an election, any elector may 
challenge the registration of any registered voter by submitting to 
the local board an affidavit prescribed by the state board of elections 
in accordance with rules and regulations promulgated by the board 
stating the voter is not eligible to vote and setting forth evidence 
which would create a reasonable cause to suspect that the chal· 
lenged voter is not in fact eligible. The local board, upon receipt of 
the affidavit and upon finding that the affidavit establishes reason· 
able cause, shall cause to be mailed by certified mail a notification of 
the challenge to the challenged voter, at his or her registered ad· 
dress. The return of the notice, or acknowledgment of its receipt, 
may be admitted as evidence at the hearing. The challenged voter 
shall appear before the local board at a time and place to be deter· 
mined by the local board. The objector shall also be notified of the 
hearing. If the board finds that the affidavit does set forth reason
able cause to suspect that the challenged voter is not eligible, the 
voter, upon taking the following oath or affirmation, shall answer 
pertinent questions as hereinafter provided, and any other questions 
necessary to establish his or her eligibility. 

(B) The oath or affirmation shall be as follows: 
"You do voluntarily swear (or affirm) that you will fully and truly 

answer all questions put to you regarding your place of residence 
and eligibility as an elector." 

(e) There shall then be asked of him or her by the local board 
those of the following questions which are appropriate to test his or 
her eligibility: 
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(l) If challenged as ineligible on the ground that he or she is not a 
citizen: Where were you born? If you were not born in the United 
States, when and where were you naturalized as a United States 
citizen? 

(2) If challenged as ineligible on the ground that he or she has not 
resided in this state for thirty (30) days immediately preceding the 
election: 

(a) How long have you resided in this state immediately preceding 
your registration? 

(b) Have you been absent from this state within the thirty (30) 
days immediately preceding this election? If yes, then: 

(c) When you left, did you leave for a temporary purpose, with the 
intent of returning, or for the purpose of remaining away? 

(d) What state or territory did you regard as your residence while 
absent? 

(e) Did you, while absent, vote in any other state or territory? 
(3) If challenged as ineligible on the ground that he or she is not a 

resident of the district where seeking to vote: 
(a) When did you last come into this district? 
(b) Did you come for a temporary purpose only, or for the purpose 

of making it your residence? 
(c) Did you come into this district solely for the purpose of voting 

here? 
(d) Have you now and have you had for the last thirty (30) days a 

voting re~idence in this district? If so, what is the particular descrip
tion, name, and location of your residence? 

(e) If the answer to subdivision (d) is no, then: Have you moved 
from the district after registering? 

(f) Have you registered to vote at any other place within or out
side this state? 

(g) Have you applied for an absentee ballot at any place in this or 
any other state? 

(h) What is the address furnished to the registry of motor vehicles 
for your operator's license? 

(i) What is the address from which your motor vehicle is regis
tered? 

(j) What is the address from which you filed your last federal 
income tax return? 

(k) What is the address from which you filed your last state in
come tax return? 

(f) What is the address furnished to the companies from which you 
have obtained retail credit cards? 

(m) What is the address furnished to the financial institutions 
where you maintain accounts? 

(n) What is the address furnished to the tax collector and/or asses
sor in those communities where you own taxable real or personal 
property for the purpose of notification to you? 

(0) What is the address furnished to the insurance companies with 
which you maintain policies? 
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(p) What is the address furnished to your employer? 
(q) What is the address furnished by you to any business, profes

sional, union, or fraternal organizations of which you are a member? 
(r) What is the address furnished to governmental agencies with 

which you have contact? 
(4) If challenged as ineligible on the ground that the registrant is 

under eighteen (8) years of age: What is your date of birth? 
(5) If challenged as ineligible on the ground the registrant has 

been finally convicted of a felony and has not been subsequently 
restored to civil rights: 

(a) Have you ever been tried or convicted in this state or any other 
state of any crime? If yes, then: 

(b) Of what crime, when, and in what court were you so convicted? 
(c) Have you in any manner since the conviction been restored to 

civil rights, and if yes, how? 
(6) The local board shall ask the challenged person any other or 

further questions to test his or her eligibility as an elector which the 
board deems relevant. 

(0) If the local board determines that the voter is not eligible to 
vote, it shall remove the name of the voter from the registration list. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1983. ch. 172. § 3; P.L. 1989. ch. 438. 

§ 1. 

17-1-3.5. Penalty for unsubstantiated challenge. - Every 
person who shall wilfully and maliciously challenge the registration 
of a voter without reasonable cause to suspect that that voter is not 
qualified shaH be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall, in addition 
thereto, be liable to the challenged voter for compensatory and puni
tive damages as well as for his or her counsel fees. The mere fact 
that a challenge was not sustained by the board shall not give rise to 
any civil or criminal liability of the objector. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1983, ch. 172, § 3. 

17·1-4. Appeal of ruling by board of canvassers. - Notwith
standing any provision of the general laws to the contrary, all ap
peals from decisions rendered by the boards of canvassers of the 
various cities and towns regarding the eligibility of a person to vote 
shall be to the state board of elections. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1983, ch. 172, § 3. 
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17-1·5. Effect of special statutes. - The provIsions of any 
chapter or section under this title are subject to the provisions of any 
special statutes respecting any particular town or city, none of which 
are repealed hereby; provided, however, that insofar as any special 
statute passed prior to April 22, 1935, conflicts with the provisions of 
chapter 19 of this title, the provisions of chapter 19 shall prevail; 
provided further, that insofar as any special statute conflicts with 
the provisions of § 17·19·7.1 of this title, the provisions of 
§ 17·19·7.1 shall prevail. 

Hioiory of Section. § 17-25-1; G.L .. § 17-1-5. as enacted by P.L. 
G.L. 1938. ch. 328. § I; G.L. 1956. 1958, ch. IB, § I; P.L. 1978, ch. 252, § 3. 

17·1·5.1. Municipal and state employees holding elective 
public office. - (a) A municipal employee may hold a state elective 
office or a municipal elective office provided that no municipal em· 
ployee may hold a municipal elective office in the city or town in 
which he or she is employed, and a state employee may hold any 
municipal elective office. Any provision in any state law, municipal 
ordinance, or city or town charter prohibiting a municipal employee 
from holding state elective office or municipal elective office other 
than in the town where he or she is employed and a state employee 
from holding a municipal elective office is hereby declared null and 
void. 

(b) The provisions of this section shall not apply to school teachers 
of the individual cities and towns as defined in title 16, as amended. 

History of Section. 
P.L_ 1978, ch. 378, § I. 

17·1·6. Scope of title. - This title shall apply to all elections, 
except as may otherwise be provided by law. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1956, § 17-1-6; P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § I. 

17·1·7. Uniform deadlines. - Notwithstanding any other time 
specified for the filing of any paper or the doing of any act pursuant 
to this title, a uniform deadline of 4:00 p.m. is hereby established; 
provided, however, that applications for emergency mail ballots 
must be received by 12:00 noon on the day prior to an election or 
primary. If any filing deadline falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holi· 
day, the deadline shall be construed to fall on the next business day 
subsequent thereto; provided, however, that this does not apply to 
registration to vote thirty (30) days prior to an election or primary. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 197B, ch. 202, § I. 
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17-1-7_1. Filings to be originals_ - Filings made under this 
title at the secretary of state's office shall be considered valid only if 
they bear original signatures and shall not include any telegram, 
cablegram, telephone call, electronically transmitted documents or 
similar communications. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1990. ch. 98. § 2. 

17-1-8. Severability. - If any of the provisions of this chapter or 
the application thereof to any person or circumstances is held in
valid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications 
of the chapter which can be given effect without the invalid provi
sion or application, and to this end the provisions of the chapter are 
declared to be severable. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1983, ch. 172, § 3. 

Supp. 4191 
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CHAPTER 2 

GENERAL STATE OFFICERS 

SECTION, 

17·2·1. General officers enumerated -
Election and terms. 

17-2-2. Deat.h or incapacity of governor 
elect. 

17-2-3. Elections by general assembly on 
failure to elect or incapacity of 
person elected. 

SECTION. 
17-2-4. Filling vacancies in offices of gov-

ernor and lieutenant-gover
nor. 

17-2-5. Vacancies in other general offices. 
17-2-6. Majority required in general as-

sembly - Tenn of officer 
elected to fill vacancy. 

17·2·1. General officers enumerated - Election and terms. 
- The governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, attorney· 
general, and general treasurer shall be known as general officers. 
They shall be elected at a general election, biennially, in accordance 
with the provisions of this title, and shall hold their respective of· 
fices for two (2) years beginning on the first Tuesday of January next 
succeeding their election and until the election and qualification of 
their respective successors. 

Hlatory of SectiOIL 
P.L. 1901, ch. 826, I 1; G.L. 1909, ch. 14, 

I 1; P.L. 1912, ch. 817, I 1; G.L. 1923, ch. 13, 

§ 1; G.L. 1938, ch. 320, § 1; G.L. 1956, 
§ 17-1-1; G.L. 1956, § 17-2-1; P.L. 1958. ch. 
18, § 1. 

17·2·2. Death or incapacity of governor elect. - When the 
governor elect shall die, remove from the state, refuse to serve, be· 
come insane, or be otherwise incapacitated, the lieutenant-governor 
elect shall be qualified as governor at the beginning of the term for 
which he or she was elected. 

Hlatory of SectIon. § 3; G.L. 1956. § 17·1-3; G.L. 1956.! 17-2-2; 
P.L. 1901, ch. 826. ! 4; G.L. 1909, ch. 14. P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1. 

I 4; G.L. 1923, ch. 13, § 4; G.L. 1938, ch. 320, 

17·2-3. Elections by general assembly on failure to elect or 
incapacity of person elected. - When both the governor and Iieu
tenant'governor elect, or one among the Iieutenant·governor, secre· 
tary of state, attorney-general, or general treasurer elect, are inca· 
pacitated, or when there has been a failure to elect one or more of the 
officers mentioned in this section, the general assembly shall, upon 
its organization, meet in grand committee and elect some person or 
persons to fill the office or offices. as the case may be, for which the 
incapacity exists or as to which the failure to elect occurred. When 
the general assembly shall elect any of the officers because of the 
failure of any person to receive a plurality of the votes cast, the 
election in each case shall be made from the persons who received 
the same and largest number of votes. 
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History of Section. § 3: G.L. 1956. § 17-1.4: G.L. 1956. § 17·2·3: 
P.L. 1901. ch. 826. § 4: G.L. 1909. ch. 14. P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1-

§ 4: G.L. 1923. th. 13, § 4: G.L. 1938, ch. 320, 

17·2-4. Filling vacancies in offices of governor and lieuten· 
ant·governor. - If the offices of governor and lieutenant·governor 
be both vacant, by reason of death or otherwise, they shall be filled 
by the general assembly in grand committee, and the acting gover· 
nor shall, if the general assembly is not then in session, call a special 
session thereof, for that purpose, within twenty (20) days after both 
of the offices become vacant, if a stated session is not sooner to occur. 

Hi.tory of Section. § 4:G.L.1956,§ 17·1·5:G.L.1956,§ 17·2-4: 
P.L. 1901, ch. 826, § 5: G.L. 1909, ch. 14, P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1-

§ 5: G.L. 1923, ch. 13, § 5: G.L. 1938, th. 320, 

17·2·5. Vacancies in other general offices. - In case of a va· 
cancy in the office of secretary of state, attorney·general, or general 
treasurer, from any cause, the general assembly in grand committee 
shall elect some person to fill the office; provided, that if the vacancy 
occurs when the general assembly is not in session the governor 
shall appoint some person to fill the vacancy until a successor 
elected by the general assembly is qualified to act. 

History of Section. § 5: G.L. 1956, § 17·1·6: G.L. 1956, § 17·2·5: 
P.L. 1901, ch. 826, § 6: G.L. 1909, ch. 14, P.L. 1958. ch. 18, I 1. 

§ 6: G.L. 1923, ch. 13, I 6: G.L. 1938, ch. 320, 

17·2-6. Majority required in general assembly - Term of 
officer elected to fill vacancy. - In elections by the general as
sembly in grand committee the person receiving a majority of the 
votes shaH be elected. Every person elected by the general assembly 
to fill a vacancy, pursuant to the provision of this chapter, shall hold 
his office for the remainder of the term or for the full term, as the 
case may be, and until his successor is elected and qualified. 

Hi8lory of Section. § 6: G.L. 1956, § 17·1·7: G.L. 1956, § 17·2·6: 
P.L. 1901. ch. 826. § 7: G.L. 1909. ch. 14, P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1-

§ 7: G.L. 1923, ch. 13, I 7: G.L. 1938, ch. 320, 

J 
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CHAPTER 3 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEMBERS 

SECTIQS. 

17·3·1. 
17·3·2. 
17-3-3. 

17-3-4. 

17-3-5. 

Time of election - Term of office. 
Adjournment of election meetings. 
Adjourned elections on failure to 

elect. 
Candidates and ballot labels at ad· 

journed elections. 
Death. refusal. or incapacity of 

SECTION. 

17-3-6. 

17-3-7. 
17 -3-8. 

senator or representative 
elect. 

Vacancy in general assembly -
Special elections. 

Nominations at special elections. 
Failure to issue warrant for elec

tion. 

17-3·1. Time of election - Term of office_ - Senators and 
representatives in the general assembly shall be elected biennially, 
at general elections, in each senatorial and representative district in 
accordance with the provisions of this title; and shall hold their 
respecti ve offices for two (2) years beginning on the first Tuesday of 
January, next succeeding their election, and until the election and 
qualification of their respective successors. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1905. ch. 1230. § 1; G.L. 1909. ch. 15. 

I 1; P.L. 1910. ch. 640. § 29; P.L. 1912. ch. 
819. § 1; G.L. 1923. ch. 14, § 1; G.L. 1938, ch. 

321. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17-2-1; G.L. 1956. 
§ 17-3-1; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1; PL. 1966. ch. 
116. § 3. 

17·3·2. Adjournment of election meetings. - All senatorial 
district; representative district, and voting district meetings held in 
any district for the election of senators and representatives in the 
general assembly, or of any one or more of them, shall, at the time of 
closing the polls therein prescribed by law, stand adjourned until the 
date named in the warrant provided in § 17·3·3 to be issued in case 
of no election, or until the state board shall have notified the secre· 
tary of state that an election of senator and representative in the 
general assembly from the district has been made. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1905. ch. 1230. § 2; G.L. 1909. ch. 15, 

I 2; P.L. 1910. ch. 640, I 30; G.L. 1923. ch. 
14. § 2; G.L. 1938. ch. 321. § 2; impL am. 

P.L. 1941. ch. 1040, § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17·2-2; 
G.L. 1956. § 17·3-2; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. I 1; 
P.L. 1966. ch. 116. § 3. 

17·3·3. Adjourned elections on failure to elect. - If it shall 
appear by the count of the state board that no election has been 
made of anyone or more of the senators or representatives in the 
general assembly, at any election held for those officers, the board 
shall, immediately after the count, notify the secretary of state of the 
failure to elect, who shall, immediately after the notification, direct 
the local boards in the senatorial or representative districts to issue 
their warrants to the moderators of the district, districts, or voting 
districts therein, as the case may be, directing the election to pro· 
ceed, on the tenth day from the date of the warrant, unless the day 
be a legal holiday, in which case he shaii direct the election to pro· 

Supp. 2192 
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ceed on the next day after the tenth day not a legal holiday, for the 
officer or officers for which there was no choice, which warrant shall 
be served on the day of its issue by the several city or town sergeants 
or constables; provided there shall be no election held on Saturday, 
and if the tenth day shall fall on Saturday, the election shall proceed 
on the Monday next following, unless that Monday be a legal or 
religious holiday, in which case the election shall proceed on the 
next following day which is not a legal or religious holiday. 

History oC Section. 
P.L. 1905. ch. 1230. § 4; G.L. 1909. ch. 15. 

§ 4; P.L. 1910. ch. 640. § 31; G.L. 1923. ch. 
14. § 4; G.L. 1938. ch. 321. § 3; imp!. am. 

P.L.1941. ch.l040. § I; G.L. 1956. § 17·2·3; 
G.L. 1956. § 17·3·3; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § I; 
P.L. 1966, ch. 116, § 3. 

17·3-4. Candidates and ballot labels at adjourned elections. 
- At the adjourned elections provided for in § 17-3-3, the official 
ballot label shall contain the names of the candidates for the offices 
for which there was no choice at the first election, and shall be 
printed and supplied by the secretary of state; provided, that in case 
any candidate has died, the senatorial district or representative dis
trict committee, as the case may be, of the party to which the candi
date belonged may substitute the name of some other person as a 
candidate and that name shall be printed upon the official ballot 
label, if the substitution is made in time to allow it to be so printed. 

History of Section. § 6; G.L. 1956, § 17·2·4; G.L. 1956. § 17·3·4; 
P.L. 1905, ch. 1230, § 7; G.L. 1909, ch. 15, P.L. 1958,ch. 18, § 1; P.L.1966, ch. 116, § 3. 

§ 7; G.L. 1923, ch. 14, § 7; G.L. 1938, ch. 321, 

17-3·5. Death. refusal. or incapacity of senator or represen
tative elect. - Whenever any person elected a senator or represen
tative in the general assembly shall at any time between the day of 
his election and the beginning of his term of office refuse to serve, 
and so declare to the secretary of state, or die, become insane, re
move from the state, or be otherwise incapacitated, the secretary of 
state shall forthwith cause to be issued a warrant ordering a new 
election of senator or representative, as the case may be, to be held 
in that district at least seventy (70) but not more than ninety (90) 
days from the occurrence of the refusal or incapacity. Every person 
elected pursuant to the provisions of this section shall hold his or her 
office for the full term or for the remainder of the term, as the case 
may be, of the office which that person is elected to fill, and until 
that person's successor is elected and qualified. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1905, ch. 1230, § 5; G.L. 1909, ch. 15, 

§ 5; G.L. 1923, ch. 14, § 5; G.L. 1938, ch. 321, 
§ 4; P.L. 1954, ch. 3313, § I; G.L. 1956, 

§ 17.2·5; G.L. 1956, § 17·3·5; P.L. 1958, ch. 
18, § I; P.L. 1966, ch. 116, § 3; P.L. 1991, ch. 
194, § 1; P.L. 1991, ch. 277, § 1. 

Supp. 2192 
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17 -3-6_ Vacancy in general assembly - Special elections. -
Whene"er from any cause a vacancy shall occur in the representa
tion of any senatorial or representative district in the general assem
bly while the general assembly is in session, the secretary of state 
shall cause the local board or boards of the city or town or cities or 
towns, as the case may be, to issue a warrant ordering an election to 
fill the vacancy, to be held in that district at least seventy (70) but 
not more than ninety (90) days from the occurrence thereof; pro
vided, however, that if the general assembly has so nearly completed 
its January session that it is doubtful whether the person to be 
chosen can serve as a member at that session, the election shall not 
be ordered within that time limit, but may be held at any later date 
within that calendar year, if that year is the first year of the biennial 
period for which a general assembly has been chosen. If the vacancy 
occurs after the first Monday in February in the second year of the 
biennial period for which a general assembly was chosen, no warrant 
shall be issued for a special election to fill the vacancy. If the va
cancy shall occur or exist at any other time when the general assem
bly is not in session, the secretary of state shall cause to be issued a 
warrant for an election to be held to fill the vacancy. Every person 
elected pursuant to the provisions of this section shall hold his or her 
office for the remainder of the term which that person is elected to 
fill and until his or her successor is elected and qualified. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1905. ch. 1230. ! 6; C.L. 1909. ch. 15. 

j 6; P.L. 1921. ch. 2092. ! 1; C.L. 1923. ch. 
14. j 6; P.L. 1930. ch. 1530. ! 1; C.L. 1938. 

ch. 321. § 5; P.L. 1954. ch. 3313. § 1; C.L. 
1956. § 17-2.6; C.L. 1956. § 17-3-6; P.L. 
1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1966. ch. 116. § 3; P.L. 
1991. ch. 194. § 1; 1991. ch. 277. § 1. 

17-3-7. Nominations at special elections. - For the elections 
provided for in §§ 17-3-5 and 17-3-6, certificates of nomination and 
nomination papers may be filed twenty-eight (28) days prior to the 
date of those primary elections. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1905. ch. 1230. I 7; C.L. 1909. ch. 15. 

I 7; C.L. 1923. ch. 14. I 7; C.L. 1938. ch. 321. 

§ 6; C.L. 1956. § 17-2-7; C.L. 1956. I 17·3-7; 
P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1991. ch. 194. § 1; 
P.L. 1991. ch. 277. § 1. 

17-3-8. Failure to issue warrant for election. - Every mem
ber of a local board who shall neglect to seasonably issue his warrant 
as provided in this chapter shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1905. ch. 1230. § 8; C.L. 1909. ch 15. 

I 8; C.L. 1923. ch. 14. § 8; C.L. 1938. ch 321. 
~ i: imp!. am. P.L. 1954, th. 3313. ~ L G L. 

Supp. 292 

1956. § 17-2-8; C.L. 1956. § 17-3-8; P.L. 
1958. ch. 18.l 1; P.L. 1966. ch. 116. § 3; P.L. 
1978. ch. 201. § 2. 
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CHAPTER 4 

FEDERAL ELECTIVE OFFICERS 

SECTION. 

17·4·1. 
17·4·2. 

17·4-3. 

17·4-4. 

17·4·5. 
17-4-6. 

17-4-7. 

Congressional districts. 
Territory in first congressional dis

trict. 
Territory in second congressional 

district. 
Time of election of representatives 

in congress. 
Time of election of senators. 
Manner of voting - Election by 

plurality. 
New election in absence of plural

ity. 

SECTtoN. 

17·4·8. Special election to fill vacancy in 
office of representative. 

17-4-9. Special election to fill senatorial 
vacancy - Temporary ap
pointment. 

17·4·10. Presidential electors - Time and 
manner of voting - Election 
by plurality. 

17·4·11. Meeting of electors - Vacancies. 
17-4-12. Attendance of governor and secre

tary of state - Certificates reo 
quired by federal law. 

17-4-l. Congressional districts. - The state shall be divided 
into two (2) districts for the election of representatives in the con
gress of the United States, to be called respectively the first congres
sional district and the second congressional district, and the electors 
residing in each of the districts who are qualified to vote for general 
officers shall be entitled, at the times and places and in the manner 
hereinafter and by law provided, to elect a representative in the 
congress of the United States for the district in which they reside. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1901. ch. 838. I 1; G.L. 1909. ch. 16. 

I 1; P.L. 1912. ch. 775. I 1; G.L. 1923. ch. 15. 

I 1; imp/. am. P.L. 1932. ch. 1859. I 1; G.L. 
1938. ch. 322. I 1; G.L. 1956. I 17·3·1; G.L. 
1956. I 17·4·1; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1. 

17-4-2. Territory in first congressional district. - The first 
district shall consist and be composed of the territory embraced 
within the towns of Middletown, Portsmouth, Tiverton, Little 
Compton, Jamestown, Barrington, Warren, Bristol, Cumberland, 
Smithfield, North Smithfield, North Providence, and Lincoln, and 
the cities of Newport, East Providence, Pawtucket, Central Falls, 
Woonsocket, and that territory in the city of Providence embraced 
within a line beginning at the point where the center line of Smith 
Street crosses the Providence-North Providence boundary line, 
thence southeasterly on Smith Street to the Moshassuck River, 
thence southerly through the Moshassuck River to a point on Memo
rial Square where the world war memorial monument now stands, 
thence southeasterly through the Providence River to the Seekonk 
River, thence easterly and northerly through the Seekonk River 
along the Providence-East Providence boundary line in the Seekonk 
River to the Providence-Pawtucket boundary line, thence westerly, 
northwesterly, and southwesterly along the Providence-Pawtucket 
boundary line and the Providence-North Providence boundary line 
to the point and place of beginning. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
t 
I 
t 
I 
I 
I 

'. 
I , 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I: 

17·4·3 ELECTION LAWS 54 

History of Secdon. 
P.L. 1901. ch. 838. I 2; G.L. 1909. ch. 16. 

I 2; P.L. 1912. ch. 775. I 2; G.L. 1923. ch. 15. 
I 2; P.L. 1930. ch. 1527. I 1; P.L. 1932. ch. 
1859. § 1; G.L. 1938. ch. 322, § 2; G.L. 1956. 

§ 17·3·2; G.L. 1956. § 17·4·2; P.L. 1958. ch. 
18. § 1; P.L. 1963. ch. 84. § 2; P.L. 1966. ch. 
116. § 4; 1972. ch. 3. § 1; P.L. 1982. ch. 20. 
§ 6. 

17 -4.3. Territory in second congressional district. - The 
second congressional district shall consist and be composed of all of 
the territory within the state not embraced within the first congres· 
sional district. 

H10t0ry of Section. 
P.L. 1901. ch. 838, I 2; G.L. 1909. ch. 16. 

I 2; P.L. 1912. ch. 775. I 2; G.L. 1923. ch. 15, 
I 2; P.L. 1930, ch. 1527. I 1; P.L. 1932. ch. 

1859. § 1; G.L. 1938, ch. 322. § 2; G.L. 1956. 
§ 17·3·3; G.L. 1956. § 17·4·3; P.L. 1958. ch. 
18. § 1; P.L. 1963, ch. 84. ! 2; P.L. 1966. ch. 
116. § 4. 

17-4-4. Time of election of representatives in congress. -
The election of representatives in congress shall be held on the 
Tuesday next after the first Monday in November in each even-num
bered year. 

Waiory of Section. 
P.L. 1901, ch. 838, § 3; G.L. 1909. ch. 16. 

I 3; P.L. 1914, ch. 1048. I 2; G.L. 1923. ch. 

15. § 3; G.L. 1938. ch. 322, § 3; G.L. 1956. 
§ 17·3·4; G.L. 1956. § 17·4-4; P.L. 1958. ch. 
18. § 1. 

17-4-5. Time of election of senators. - The election of a sena· 
tor in congress shall be held on the Tuesday next after the first 
Monday in November, in the year 1958, and on the Tuesday next 
after the first Monday in November in every sixth year thereafter, 
and on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November in the 
year 1960, and on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in No· 
vember in every sixth year thereafter. 

Hiotory of Section. § 3; G.L. 1956. § 17·3·5; G.L. 1956. § 17·4·5; 
G.L. 1909. ch. 16, I 3; P.L. 1914. ch. 1048. P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1. 

I 2; G.L. 1923. ch. 15, I 3; G.L. 1938. ch. 322. 

17-4-6. Manner of voting - Election by plurality. - In all 
elections of senators and representatives in congress the voting shall 
be in accordance with the provisions of chapter 19 of this title. and 
the person or candidate receiving the largest number of votes shall 
be declared elected. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1901. ch. 838. I 4; G.L. 1909. ch. 16. 

I 4; P.L. 1914, ch. 1048, I 3; G.L. 1923. ch. 

15. § 4; G.L. 1938. ch. 322. § 4; G.L. 1956. 
I 17·3·6; G.L. 1956. § 17·4·6; P.L. 1958. ch. 
18. § 1. 

17-4-7. New election in absence of plurality. - In case no 
person shall receive a plurality of the votes cast in the state or in 
either congressional district at any election, a new election shall be 
held in the state or in the district on the fourth Tuesday after the 
holding of the election at which there was no choice. For the election, 

J 
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any new certificates of nomination or nomination papers shall be 
filed ten (10) days previous to the date of the election. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1901. ch. 838. j 7; C.L. 1909. ch. 16. 

I 7; P.L. 1914. ch. 1048. j 5; C.L. 1923. ch. 

15. § 7; G.L. 1938. ch. 322. j 6; C.L. 1956. 
§ 17-3·8; C.L. 1956. j 17-4-7; P.L. 1958. ch. 
18. § 1. 

17-4-8. Special election to fill vacancy in office of represen
tative. - Whenever any person elected a representative in congress 
from either district shall at any time between the day of his or her 
election and the beginning of his or her term of office refuse to serve 
and so declare to the secretary of state or die, become insane, remove 
from the state, or be otherwise incapacitated, or whenever a vacancy 
shall happen in the representation of this state in congress as con
templated in the second section of the first article of the Constitution 
of the United States, the governor shall forthwith issue his or her 
WTit of election directed to the several city and town clerks, or local 
boards as the case may be, ordering a new election of the representa
tive in congress to be held in that district to fill the vacancy, at as 
early a date, to be stated in the WTit, as will admit of compliance 
with the provisions of law in relation to these elections, but no elec
tion provided for by this section shall be held on Saturday; provided, 
however, that whenever a vacancy occurs between the first day of 
April and the first day of October in any even-numbered year, the 
governor shall, unless in his or her opinion the public good requires 
an earlier special election, issue his or her WTit for a special election 
to fill the vacancy to be held with the general election on the 
Tuesday next after the first Monday in November of that year. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1901. ch. 838, § 8; C.L. 1909, ch. 16. 

§ 8; P.L. 1914, ch. 1048, § 6; C.L. 1923, ch. 
15, § 8; P.L. 1930, ch. 1529, § I; P.L. 1936 

Is.s.l, ch, 2455, j 1; C,L, 1938, ch. 322, § 7; 
C.L. 1956, § 17-3-9; C,L. 1956. § 17-4-8; P.L, 
1958, ch. 18. § 1. 

17 -4-9. Special election to fill senatorial vacancy - Tempo
rary appointment. - Whenever a person elected a senator in con
gress shall at any time between the day of that person's election and 
the beginning of his or her term of office refuse to serve and so 
declare to the secretary of state, or die, become insane, remove from 
the state, or be otherwise incapacitated, or whenever a vacancy shall 
happen in the representation of this state in the United States sen
ate, the governor shall issue his or her writ of election directed to the 
several city and town clerks, or local boards as the case may be, 
ordering a new election of senator to fill the vacancy to be held in the 
state at the next general election after the expiration of seventy (70) 
days from the date of the occurrence of the vacancy; provided, how
ever, that pending the election the governor shall appoint some per
son to fill the vacancy and the person so appointed shall serve until 
the election and qualification of the person duly elected to fill the 
vacancy. 
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History of Section. 
G.L.. ch. 16, ~ B. as enacted by P,L. 1914. 

oh. 1048. j 6; G.L. 1923. oh. 15. I 8; P.L. 
1930. oh. 1529. § 1; G.L. 1936. oh. 15, § 9; 

P.L. 1936 IS. s.), oh. 2455, I 2; G.L. 1938. ch. 
322. I 8; G.L. 1956. I 17·3·10; G.L. 1956. 
~ 17·4-9: P.L. 1958. ch. 18, § 1. 

17-4-10. Presidential electors - Time and manner of voting 
- Election by plurality. - The people of this state. qualified by 
law to vote for general offices. shall elect so many electors of presi
dent and vice-president of the United States as the state is or shall 
be entitled to. at town. ward. and district meetings. on the Tuesday 
next after the first Monday in November. in every fourth year. com
mencing in 1960. in accordance with the provisions of chapter 19 of 
this title. and the several candidates having a plurality of the legal 
votes given in at the election shall be elected, 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1901. oh. 827, § 1; G.L. 1909, oh. 17, 

§ 1; P.L. 1917, oh. 1507, § 1; G.L. 1923. ch, 

16. § 1; G.L. 1938, ch. 323. § 1; G.L. 1956. 
§ 17·4·1; G.L. 1956. § 17·4·10; P.L. 1958. ch. 
18. § 1. 

17 -4-11. Meeting of electors - Vacancies. - Presidential 
electors elected pursuant to this chapter shall meet in the state 
house in the city of Providence on the first Monday after the second 
Wednesday in December after their election, at the hour of 12 o'clock 
noon of that day, and if there shall be any vacancy in the office of 
electors, occasioned by death, refusal to act, neglect to attend, or 
other cause, the electors present shall immediately proceed to fill, by 
roll call and by a plurality of votes, the vacancy in the electoral 
college; and when the electors shall appear, or the vacancy shall be 
filled as above provided, they shall proceed to perform the duties 
required of electors by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1901. ch. 827. § 6; G.L. 1909. oh. 17. 

I 6; G.L. 1923. oh. 16. § 6; P.L. 1929. oh. 
1407. § 1; G.L. 1936. oh. 16. § 5; P.L. 1936 

(S.S.). oh. 2439. § 2; G,L. 1938. oh. 323. I 3; 
G.L. 1956. § 17·4·3, G.L. 1956. ! 17·4·11; 
P.L. 1958. oh. 18. § 1. 

17-4·12. Attendance of governor and secretary of state -
Certificates required by federal law. - It shall be the duty of the 
governor and the secretary of state to be present at the state house in 
Providence, on the day of the meeting of the electors, to make and 
furnish to the electors any certificates required by the laws of the 
United States to be forwarded to the seat of government with the 
votes of the electors which are made necessary by any election made 
pursuant to the provisions of § 17-4-11. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1901. oh. 827. § 8; G.L. 1909. oh. 17. 

! 8; G.L. 1923. oh. 16. § 8; redesignated § 6 

by P.L. 1936 (s. 5.1, ch. 2439, § 4: G.L. 1938. 
ch. 323. § 4; G.L. 1956. ! 17-4·4; G.L. 1956. 
§ 17-4.12; P.L. 1958.oh. 18. § 1. 
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CHAPTER 4.1 

SPECIAL PRESIDENTIAL VOTERS 
SECTION. 

17·4.1·1 - 17-4.1·6. {Repealed.] 

17-4.1·1 - 17-4.1-6. [Repealed.] 

Repealed Sectioaa. This chapter (P.L. 
1972, ch. 152, § 5), concernil1l special preti
dential voters. was repealed. etrecti ve May 19, 

1982 by P.L. 1982, ch. 334, § 1. For present 
provisions concerning mail ballots. see 
§ 17·20·1 et seq. 
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CHAPTER 5 

STATEWIDE REFERENDA ELECTIONS 

SECTION. 

17-5-1. 

17-5-U. 
17-5-2. 
17·5-3. 

Referenda elections - Constitu. 
tional and public questions. 

Special referenda elections. 
Questions ordered by governor. 
Publication of questions to be sub-

mitted to voters. 

SECTION. 
17-5-4. 
17-5-5. 

17-5-6. 

Manner of voting. 
Language contained on computer 

ballots. 
Count of votes - Declaration of re

sul1:8. 

17 ·5·1. Referenda elections Constitutional and public 
questions_ - Any proposition of amendment of the Constitution or 
any public question of statewide impact submitted to the electors of 
this state at a general election pursuant to § 17·1·2(b) held subse· 
quent to 1991 shall be held in conformity with this chapter. 

HIstory or Section. 518,! 1; P.L. 1987, ch. 85, § 1; P.L. 1990, ch. 
P.L. 1978, ch. 245, § 2; P.L. 1980, ch. 381, 38, § 1. 

! 1; P.L. 1982, ch. 156, § 1; P.L. 1985, ch. 

17·5·1.1. Special referenda elections. - Any proposition of 
amendment of the Constitution or any other public question submit· 
ted to the electors of the state at the general elections held in No· 
vember 1982 and 1984 or at any election not a general election 
pursuant to § 17·1·2(b) shall be voted upon at town, ward, and dis
trict meetings, in accordance with the following procedure: 

(a) When an act of the general assembly is passed authorizing the 
submission of a question to all of the electors of the state, the secre· 
tary of state is authorized to rephrase the question to appear on the 
ballot in such manner as would clearly apprise the voters of the 
question to be voted upon and to cause the ballot to contain a concise 
caption thereof, and the full text of the question as adopted by the 
general assembly need not appear on the ballot except for proposed 
amendments to the Constitution of the state of Rhode Island. The 
secretary of state shall cause each question appearing on the ballot 
prepared by him or her to be designated by number, the first such 
question to be designated by the numeral I and additional questions 
shall follow numbered so that all questions so submitted to all the 
electors of the state and appearing upon the ballot shall be num· 
bered consecutively; provided however, that local questions shall be 
printed on a distinctive colored background, 

(b) Prior to the election at which public questions are to be sub· 
mitted, the secretary of state shall cause to be printed and shall send 
one copy of the full text of each legislative act to be acted upon and 
applicable to the state at large, or the secretary of state may substi· 
tute a description of the text of each act in lieu of the full text, to 
each residential unit in Rhode Island together with the following 
information: 

(l) The designated number of the question appearing on the bal· 
lot; 

Supp. 4191 
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(2) A brief caption of the question appearing on the ballot; and 
(3) A brief explanation of the measure being the subject matter of 

the question. 
(c) Voting on a proposition of amendment of the Constitution or of 

a public question of statewide impact shall be by means of voting 
machines. 

Hi.tory of Section. § 1; P.L. 1983 (s.s,). ch. 336. § 1; P.L. 1984. 
P.L. 1980. ch. 381. § 2; P.L. 1982. ch. 156. ch. 163. § I. 

17·5·2. Questions ordered by governor. - The governor shall 
have the power to order the secretary of state to submit such ques· 
tion or questions as he shall deem necessary to the electors at any 
election. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 245. I 2. 

17·5·3. Publication of questions to be submitted to voters. 
- (a) Prior to each general election at which public questions are to 
be submitted, the secretary of state shall cause to be printed and 
shall send one copy of the full text of each legislative act to be acted 
upon and applicable to the state at large, or the secretary of state 
may substitute a description of the text of each act in lieu of the full 
text, to each residential unit in Rhode Island together with the fol· 
lowing information: 

(l) The designated number of the question; 
(2) A brief caption of the question; 
(3) A brief explanation of the measure being the subject matter of 

the question; and 
(4) A notice that voter fraud is a felony and the penalty for voter 

fraud. This notice shall be in conspicuous lettering and shall contain 
the following language: "You must be registered to vote from your 
actual place of residence." 

(b) Attached to each document referred to in subsection (a) of this 
section will be a computer card designed to constitute a ballot for the 
casting of an affirmative or a negative vote for each public question 
to be submitted to the general election. The secretary of state shall 
promulgate such rules and regulations as the secretary deems neces· 
sary concerning the design of the computer ballot and the informa· 
tion required to be contained thereon. 

History of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 245. § 2; P.L. 1984. ch. 183. 

I 1; P.L. 1986. ch. 186. § 1. 

Supp. 4/91 
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17-5-4_ Manner of voting_ - (a) Voting on all public questions 
submitted at the general election shall be by use of the computer 
ballot described in § 17-5-3(b). No question shall appear on the bal
lot contained in the voting machines for the election of state and 
local officers. 

(b) Every voting district shall be provided with an appropriate 
receptacle for the receipt of the computer ballots. Any elector desir
ing to cast an affirmative or negative vote on any public question 
shall mark his or her ballot accordingly and shall deposit the ballot 
in the receptacle provided. 

(c) Extra blank computer ballots for the use of electors shall be 
provided at the voting districts. 

History of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1978, ch. 245, § 2. 

17-5-5. Language contained on computer ballots. - Not
withstanding the authority of the secretary of state to determine the 
design and content of the computer ballots by rules and regulations, 
all computer ballots shall contain a clear and concise statement of 
the nature of each question presented without the necessity of re
peating the full text of the question as adopted by the general assem
bly; provided, however, that in the case of proposed amendments to 
the Constitution of the state of Rhode Island, the full text as adopted 
by the general assembly shall be reprinted on the computer ballots, 
The secretary of state shall cause each question appearing on the 
computer ballot prepared by the secretary to be designated by num
ber, the first question to be designated by the number I and addi
tional questions shall be submitted with numbers in consecutive 
order, 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978, ch. 24.5, § 2. 

17-5-6. Count of votes - Declaration of results. - The state 
board shall count and tabulate all votes cast and shall declare the 
result thereof in the manner provided by law, and this declaration 
shall be a sufficient notice to all officers, and all other persons inter
ested, of the adoption or the rejection of any amendment of the Con
stitution or of the manner in which any question submitted to the 
electors of the state has been decided. 

Hbtory of Section. 
P.L. 1978, cb. 245, § 2. 
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SECTION. 
17·6·l. 
17-6-1.1. 
17-6-2. 
17-6-3. 
17-6-4. 
17·6-5. 

17·6-6. 
17-6-7. 

SECRETARY OF STATE 17-6-1 

CHAPTER 6 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

General powers and duties. 
Central voter register. 
Primary elections. 
Ballots and ballot labels. 
Absentee, shut-in. and war ballots. 
Registration lists available to po-

litical parties and candidates. 
Oath required as to use of lists. 
Penalty for violating §§ 17·6-5 and 

17-6-6. 

SECT10N. 
17-6-8. 

17-6-9. 
17-6-10. 
17-6-11. 
17-6-12. 
17-6-13. 

Exception for local canvassing au-
thorities. 

Public record. 
Availability of registration lists. 
Lista not deemed official. 
Form of lists. 
Electoral proceaa education. 

17-6-1. General powers and duties. - (a) The secretary of 
state shall have such functions, powers, and duties relating to elec
tions as may be provided by this title or any other law not inconsis
tent herewith. The secretary of state shall maintain a central roster 
of all elected and appointed officers of the state, including for each 
officer the nature of the officer's tenure and the date of expiration of 
the officer's term of office. The secretary of state shall maintain a 
central register of all persons registered to vote in the several cities 
and towns and shall add, amend, delete, and cancel any names ap
pearing thereon as certified to the secretary by the several local 
boards and by the state board. The secretary of state shall remove 
from the central register the name of any person upon being notified 
by the division of vital statistics of the state department of health of 
the receipt of a death certificate reporting the death of the person. 
The secretary of state shall also remove from the central register the 
name of any person upon being notified by the court administrator 
that the person is serving a sentence including probation or parole 
for which that person was imprisoned upon a final conviction of a 
felony imposed on any date or is serving a sentence, whether incar
cerated or suspended, on probation or parole, upon final conviction of 
a felony committed after November 5, 1986. The secretary of state 
shall notify the local boards of canvassers of the removal of the 
names of the deceased persons on January thirtieth and June thirti
eth of each year, and sixty (60) days prior to any special primary, 
election, or referendum. 

(b) The secretary of state may compile and publish a complete 
edition of the election law, which the secretary shall make available 
to all election officials and candidates upon request, and without 
charge. The secretary of state shall receive and file certificates of 
election results as provided by this title. 

Hlowry of Section. P.L. 1963. ch. 209. § I: P.L. 1978. ch. 191. 
G.L. 1956. § 17-6-1: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § I: § 3: P.L. 1987. ch. 293. § 3. 

Supp. 2192 
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17·6·1.1. Central voter register. - In addition to any other 
powers and duties given to the secretary by this title, the secretary 
of state is authorized to issue rules and regulations relative to the 
central voter register, and local boards of canvassers are hereby 
directed to comply with reasonable requests by the secretary of state 
for information to accurately maintain the central voter register. 

History of Section. 
PL. 1978. ch. 199. ! 1. 

17·6·2. Primary elections. - (a) The secretary of state shall. as 
otherwise provided by this title, prepare, print, and distribute the 
following forms relating to primary elections: 

(1) Declaration of candidacy; 
(2) Endorsement by party; 
(3) Primary nomination papers for national and state offices; 
(4) Certifications of the list of local candidates where primaries 

are to be conducted. 
(b) The secretary of state shall also receive and file primary nomi· 

nation papers; and shall consult with the state board with respect to 
its administration of primary elections. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1956.! 17·6·2; P.L. 1958. ch. 18.! 1; 

P.L. 1987, ch. 3a9. § 2. 

17·6·3. Ballots and ballot labels. - The secretary of state shall 
be responsible for the arrangement. preparation, printing, and provi. 
sion of all ballots, ballot labels for voting machines, and sample 
ballots to be used at any election. The secretary of state shall deliver 
to the state board a sufficient quantity of ballot labels and sample 
ballots to be used by the board in the preparation of voting machines 
for each election. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1956.! 17·6·3; P.L. 1958. ch. lB. j 1. 

17·6·4. Absentee, shut·in, and war ballots. - The secretary of 
state shall prepare, print, and furnish all application forms for abo 
sentee, shut·in, and war ballots. The secretary of state shall arrange, 
print, and distribute all these ballots, together with instruction 
sheets and the required envelopes. in accordance with the require· 
ments of this title. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1956. i 17·6·4; P.L. 1958. ch. 18.' I 

Supp. 2192 
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17·6·5. Registration lists available to political parties and 
candidates. - (a) Upon application in writing, the secretary of 
state shall, upon request, furnish prepaid at a reasonable price to be 
established annually by the secretary and at a reasonable time, to 
the state chairman of each political party and to each person propos· 
ing to be a duly qualified candidate for state or congressional office 
and to no one else except as hereinafter provided, lists of registered 
voters as they appear in the central voter registry of each city or 
town or of each senatorial or representative district, or of each con· 
gressional district. 

(b) These lists, so furnished, shall be used by the chairmen for 
political purposes, or by the candidates only in the furtherance of 
candidacy for political office in the ensuing primary and/or general 
election and for no other purpose. The information available for each 
registrant shall consist only of the name designation of party affilia· 
tion, street address, city or town, congressional district, senatorial 
district, representative district, ward, and/or precinct and nothing 
else. 

(c) The price for these lists shall include up-date subscriptions 
thereof as available to the date of the election for which the lists 
have been requested. These up.dates shall reflect changes to the 
registry records, including all new and deleted voters as received by 
the secretary of state. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1976. ch. 207, § 1. 

17·6·6. Oath required as to use of lists. - Every person reo 
ceiving the registry lists shall take and subscribe to the following 
oath: 

"I understand that the lists requested by me are the property of 
the state of Rhode Island and (I affirm that I am the state chairman 
of the party); (I proposed to be a duly qualified can· 
didate in the next following primary and/or election); and that I am a 
person authorized by § 17·6·5 to receive a copy of the registry lists 
described; and I further affirm that the lists will be used only for the 
purposes 'prescribed and for no other use and that I will not permit 
the use of or copying of the lists by persons not so authorized." 

Signature of purchaser 
"Subscribed and sworn to before me at , this __ day 

of , 19 __ ." 

Notary public 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1976, ch. 207, § 1. 
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17·6·7. Penalty for violating §§ 17·6-5 and 17·6·6. - Every 
person who shall violate the provisions of§§ 17·6·5 and 17·6·6 shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Hi8tory of Section. 
P.L. 1976. ch. 207. § 1; P.L. 1978. ch. 201. 

§ 3. 

17·6·8. Exception for local canvassing authorities. - The 
secretary of state shall furnish. without charge. to the canvassing 
authorities of the several cities and towns. lists of registrants per· 
taining to those respective cities and towns. 

History ot Sectlon. 
P.L. 1976, ch. 207, § 1. 

17·6·9. Public record. - All requests for registration lists and 
the action thereon by the secretary of state shall be deemed to be 
public records and shall be open for inspection during regular busi· 
ness hours. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1976, ch. 207, § 1. 

17·6·10. Availability of registration lists. - These lists shall 
be available by the secretary of state not later than September 1. 
1976. in the first instance and not later than June 1 in any year 
thereafter. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1976, ch. 207, § 1. 

17-6-11. Lists not deemed official. - Lists purchased pursuant 
to §§ 17·6·5 through 17·6·10. inclusive, are not to be deemed to be 
the official voting lists for any districts. The official lists are those 
prepared and published by the several local boards. 

Hiltory of Section. 
P.L. 1976, ch. 207, § 1. 

17·6·12. Form of lists. - The lists may be distributed as reo 
quested in the form of either printed lists or magnetic tapes. 

Hlaiory of Section. 
P.L. 1976, ch. 207, § 1. 
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17·6·13. Electoral process education. - During each year in 
which a general election is to be held, the secretary of state shall 
identify communities within the state in need of electoral process 
education by outreaching community or[$anizations. Electoral pro· 
cess education shall consist of instruction on how a person may be· 
come a candidate for electoral office and how a person registers and 
votes for candidates for electoral office. The secretary of state shall 
furnish such electoral process education throughout the state of 
Rhode Island in a manner to be determined by the secretary of state. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1991. ch. 61. § I. 

Supp. 2192 
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CHAPTER 7 

STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

SECTION. 
17-;·!' 
17·7-2. 
17·7·3. 

17-7-4. 

17-7-5. 
17-7-6. 

Legislative intent. 
Composition of board. 
Appointment of members - Va-

cancies. 
Oath of members - Compensa

tion. 
Powers and duties - QUorum. 
Secretary and assistants - Sala

ries. 

SECTIOS. 

17·7·7. Seal of state board. 
t7-7·a. Hearings and investigations 

Subpoena powers - False 
swearing. 

17-7 -9. Voter fraud - Posting of penalties. 
17-7-10. [Repealed.l 

17·7·1- Legislative intent. - It is the intent of the general as· 
sembly that the board of elections be a board on which all the quali. 
fied electors of the state, regardless of their political identification or 
the lack thereof, will be eligible to serve. The governor, in making 
these appointments, and the senate, in confirming them, shall con· 
sider the abilities and integrity of the qualified electors under con· 
sideration and their knowledge of and/or experience in the working 
of the election laws of the state. They shall strive to select a board 
whose membership shall be representative of all citizens of the state 
and of their diverse points of view. 

History of Section, 
P.L. 1979. ch. 313. § 2. 

17·7 ·2. Composition of board. - There shall be, independent 
of every other department and agency of this state, a board of elec· 
tions, consisting of seven (7) qualified electors of this state, of out· 
standing honesty and ability and none of whom shall hold any other 
public office or public employment (but no person shall be disquali. 
fied solely because that person is a notary public), who shall be 
appointed by the governor with the advice and consent of the senate, 
as hereinafter provided. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1979. ch. 312. § 2. 

17·7·3. Appointment of members - Vacancies. - (a) The 
?overnor shall forthwith upon June 8, 1979 appoint seven (7) memo 
oers of initial terms as follows: one member upon initial appoint· 
ment shall serve for a term of two (2) years; one member upon initial 
appointment shall serve for a term of four (4) years; one member 
upon initial appointment shall serve for a term of six (6) years; one 
member upon initial appointment shall serve for a term of eight (8) 
years; one member upon initial appointment shall serve for a term of 
:en (10) years; one member upon initial appointment shall serve for 
1 term of twelve (12) years; one member upon initial appointment 
,hall serve for a term of fourteen (14) years; and upon the expiration 
)f the initial terms, the governor shall appoint persons for succeed· 
')upp. 419l 
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ing terms of fourteen (14) years, respectively. The governor shall 
appoint one member as chairman who shall serve as chairman for 
the duration of that member's term, and one member as vice chair
man, who shall serve as vice chairman for the duration of that mem
ber's term. 

(b) In the event a vacancy occurs in the office of chairman or vice 
chairman, the governor shall appoint within thirty (30) days a quali
fied elector of the state, who may be a member of the board, to fill the 
vacancy provided, however, if the vacancy occurs as a result of death 
or resignation the new chairman or vice chairman shall fill the un
expired term only. 

(c) In the event a vacancy occurs on the board, the governor shall 
appoint within thirty (30) days a new member to fill the vacancy, 
provided however, if the vacancy occurs as a result of death or resig
nation, the new member shall fill the unexpired term only. 

History of Section. 
PL. 1979. ch. 312, § 2. 

17-7-4. Oath of members - Compensation. - Before entering 
upon his or her duties each member of the board shall take an oath 
of office before the supreme court in which the member shall swear 
or affirm faithfully and impartially to administer the duties of his or 
her office without regard to partisan or political considerations. 
Each member of the board shall receive an annual salary in such 
amount as shall be provided by law. 

History of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1979, ch. 312. § 2. 

17-7-5. Powers and duties - Quorum. - (a) The state board 
shall have such functions, powers, and duties as are prescribed by 
this title or otherwise pursuant to law. In the exercise thereof, but 
without limitation thereto, the board shall: 

(l) Exercise general supervision of the administration of the elec
tion law by local boards; 

(2) Furnish all binders, forms, cabinets, and other supplies re
quired for the operation of the system of permanent registration of 
voters throughout the state, as provided by this title; 

(3) Require the correction of voting lists by any local board, when
ever the state board shall have information or cause to believe that 
any error exists therein and shall forthwith notify the secretary of 
state thereof; 

(4) Have custody of all voting machines; maintain, prepare, a<ljust 
to ballot, and allocate for delivery voting machines for all elections 
in which they are required; seal the machines; and provide mechani
cal service and supervision of their mechanical operation on election 
day; 

Supp. 4/91 
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. (5) Prepare, package, and deliver election supplies to the various 
cIties and towns for each voting district; 

(6) Appoint, qualify, instruct, and assign all state inspectors of 
elections, and instruct and qualify in conjunction with the local 
boards, all other election officials who serve in the voting districts, 
by conducting schools of instruction in the various counties. All pro
grams of instruction shall be formulated by the board of elections 
and shall include familiarization with the election laws, duties of 
various elections officials together with the exercise of sample situa
tions which may be encountered in the process of voting, geographi
cal boundaries of the voting district to which the official may be 
assigned, offices and questions which may be on the ballot, and such 
other information as the board of elections may deem appropriate. 

The availability of these schools of instruction for persons inter
ested in serving as election officials shall be publicized and persons 
interested in the instruction shall make application for attendance 
at these schools, all pursuant to procedures, rules, and regulations 
adopted by the board of elections. 

The board of elections shall also formulate and provide an infor
mational pamphlet containing detailed instructions regarding the 
duties of elections officials and the operation of polling places. All 
informational pamphlets shall be distributed to the local boards who 
shall, in turn, see to their distribution to all election officials prior to 
any election; 

(7) Canvass and tabulate all votes cast at each state election; and 
count, canvass, and tabulate the votes cast by mail voters as pro
vided in this title; 

(8) Select dates for off-year and special election primaries except 
the dates for such primaries for local elections as are required to be 
fixed by the local board pursuant to chapter 15 of this title; 

(9) Furnish each elected candidate for all state or national offices 
a certificate of election; 

(10) Furnish the secretary of state with a certified statement of 
the number of votes cast in each voting district for all state and 
national candidates, the votes cast for and against all state questions 
which appeared on the ballot, and a certificate of election for each 
national candidate who is elected in this state, and furnish the gov
ernor with a certified list of the general officers elected at each 
general election; 

(11) Hold hearings relating to recounts or other protests of the 
results or conduct of an election; 

(12) Maintain such books and records of the votes cast, and pub
lish such statements and reports thereof, as it may deem to be in the 
pUblic interest; 

(3) Appoint a sufficient number of registrars representing both 
political parties, as well as those with no party affiliation, and pro
vide sufficient training to the registrars to enable them to carry out 
the duties assigned to them by the board. The registrars duly ap
pointed by the board shall have power to accept registrations of 
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voters from any city and town and shall forthwith after registering a 
voter forward the original and duplicate registration card to the 
appropriate board of canvassers. It shall be the duty of the registrars 
to arrange for the registration of voters residing at state institutions, 
except at institutions of higher education, and at nursing and conva
lescent homes prior to any state-wide primary or election. The board 
of elections is required to conduct training sessions for registrars in 
the several cities and towns throughout the state when requested to 
do so by various civic, nonprofit, or political party organizations but 
only when suitable quarters will be provided by such organization 
for the conduct of such training sessions and only when at least ten 
(10) applicants for appointment as registrars, whose names have 
been previously presented to the board are represented by such orga
nization, will be present at the training session. Any applicant for 
appointment as a registrar whose name has been presented to the 
board by any civic, nonprofit, or political party organization as being 
an attendee of such training session but who fails to attend, may be 
denied appointment as a registrar by the board. 

(14) Annually conduct a voter registration drive at each institu
tion of higher education at the level of junior college or above in the 
state. 

(b) The state board shall also have all of the powers and duties 
formerly conferred or imposed by existing law upon the division of 
electio!ls and the election board, and whenever in any other general 
law, public law, act, or resolution of the general assembly, or any 
document, record, or proceeding authorized by the general assembly, 
the phrase "division of elections" or "election board" or any other 
word or words used in reference to or descriptive of the division, 
board, or any member or employee thereof, or to their respective 
activities or appointees, or any of them, the word, phrase, or refer
ence shall, unless the context otherwise requires, be deemed to refer 
to and describe the state board, its members, appointees, and activi
ties, as the context may require. 

(c) The state board shall have power to make such rules, regula
tions, and directives as it deems necessary to carry out the objects 
and purposes of this title not inconsistent with law. 

(d) The state board shall also have jurisdiction over all election 
matters on appeal from any local board and over such other matters 
pertinent and necessary to the proper supervision of the election 
laws. 

(e) Four (4) members of the state board shall constitute a quorum. 

History of Section. § I; P.L. 1986. ch. 523. § I; P.L. 1990. ch. 
P.L. 1979. ch. 312. § 2; P.L. 1985. ch. 92. 199. § I. 

Supp. 4/91 
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17 -7 -6. Secretary and assistants - Salaries. The state 
board is authorized to appoint a secretary and necessary assistants 
who shall perform such duties as the board shall designate. The 
board shall fix the salaries of the secretary and assistants within the 
dmount appropriated therefor by the general assembly and the gen
eral assembly shall annually appropriate such sum or sums as it 
deems necessary for the payment of the salaries of the members of 
the board, its appointees and assistants, and for other necessary 
expenses in connection therewith; and the controller is hereby au
thorized and directed to draw his or her orders upon the general 
treasurer for the payment of this sum or so much thereof as may be 
required from time to time upon the receipt by the controller of 
proper vouchers approved by the chairman and in the absence of the 
chairman a member of the board so designated by the chairman in 
writing. The members of the state board, its secretary, assistants, 
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and appointees, shall not be subject to the provisions relating to the 
state merit system, but shall be in the unclassified service and shall 
come under the regulations of the unclassified pay plan board_ 

History 01 Section. 
P.L. 1979, ch. 312, I 2. 

17·7·7. Seal of state board. - The state board shall have a 
seal, and shall cause the seal to be affixed to all certificates and 
statements issued by it. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1979, ch. 312, § 2. 

17·7·8. Hearings and investigations - Subpoena powers
False swearing. - Each member of the state board shall be autho· 
rized to administer oaths, and the board, in all cases of every nature 
pending before it, is hereby authorized and empowered to summon 
witnesses by subpoena signed by the secretary of the board and to 
compel these witnesses to attend and testify in the same manner as 
witnesses are compelled to appear and testify in any court. The 
board is authorized to compel by its subpoena attested by its secre· 
tary, the production of all papers, books, documents, records, certifi· 
cates, or other legal evidence that may be necessary or proper for the 
determination and decision of any question or the discharge of any 
duty required by law of the board, and every person disobeying any 
subpoena shall be considered as in contempt, and the board may 
punish any contempt of its authority in like manner as contempt 
may be punished by any court. Any person who shall wilfully swear 
falsely in any proceeding, matter, or hearing before the state board 
shall be guilty of a felony. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1979. ch. 312, § 2. 

17·7·9. Voter fraud - Posting of penalties. - The state board 
of elections shall cause to be posted, in a conspicuous place at all 
polling locations, a poster stating that voter fraud is a felony with 
penalties enumerated in §§ 17·23-4 and 17·26·1 and containing the 
statement, "You must be registered to vote from your actual place of 
residence." 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1986, ch. 187, § I. 
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17·7·10. [Repealed.] 

Repealed Sectio .... Former § 17·7.10 (P. 
L. 1901. ch. 825. § 19; C. P. A. 1905, § 1221; 
G. L. 1909, ch. 19. § 19; G. L. 1923, ch, 18. 
I 19; P. L. 1930, ch. 1592, § I; G, L, 1938, ch. 
3ll, § 13; imp!. am. P. L, 1941, cb.I04O, § I; 
G. L. 1956, § 17·7·ll; G. L., § 17·7.10, as en • 

acted by P. L. 1958. ch. 18. § I). concerning 
hearings and investigations. subpoena 
powers, and false swearing, was repealed by 
P. L. 1979, ch. 312. § 1. FOT present similar 
provisions. see § 17·7.8. 
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SECTION. 
17-8-1. 

17-8-2. 
17-8-3. 
17-8-4. 
17-8-5. 

17-8-6. 

LOCAL CANVASSING AUTHORITIES 17-8-2 

CHAPTER 8 

LOCAL CANVASSING AUTHORITIES 

Appointment of bipartisan author-
ity. 

Term and Qualifications for office. 
Compensation. 
Oath of office of members. 
Local boards - Powers and duties 

- Quorum. 
Fees in cities other than Cranston 

and Woonsocket. 

SECTION. 

17-8-7. 

17·8-8. 
17-8-9. 

Power of boards to administer 
oaths and subpoena evidence 
- Self incrimination - False 
swearing. 

General penalty clause. 
Local boards open on election day. 

17·8-1. Appointment of bipartisan authority_ - The legiola
tive body of each city and town shall appoint a bipartisan canvassing 
authority of three (3) qualified electors of the city or town, not more 
than two (2) of whom shall belong to the same political party and 
may appoint two (2) alternate members, not more than one of whom 
shall belong to the same political party. At any meeting of the can
vassing authority at which a member is to be absent, the member 
may request that an alternate replace himlher for that meeting pro· 
vided, however, that the alternate member must be of the same 
political party as the member. The mayor or the president of the 
town council shall nominate the members of the canvassing author
ity from lists of party voters submitted by the respective chairmen of 
the city or town political committee, which lists shall contain the 
names of five (5) times the number of persons to be appointed. If the 
legislative body shall refuse to approve the nomination of any person 
to the canvassing authority, the mayor or the president shall submit 
to the legislative body another person named on one of the lists, and 
so on until a person shall be appointed; provided, however, if the 
chairman of the city or town committee of a political party entitled 
to an appointment shall fail or refuse to submit a list as aforesaid, 
the mayor or the president shall nominate any party voter of the 
political party entitled to the appointment. 

Hiotory of SectiOlL § 17-8-2; G.L. 1956. § 17-8-1; P.L. 1958. ch. 
P.L. 1956, ch. 3754. § I; G.L. 1956. 18. § I; P.L. 1988. ch. 151. § 1. 

17·8·2. Term and qualifications for office. - Each member of 
a local canvassing authority shall be appointed to serve for a term of 
six (6) years beginning on the first Monday of March succeeding the 
date of his or her appointment and until his or her successor is 
elected and qualified. No person shall be appointed or serve as a 
member of the authority who is an officer or employee of the United 
States or of this state or of any city or town of this state, provided 
that in any city a member of the authority may act as clerk thereof. 
Any member of the authority who becomes a candidate for election 
to any public office and who fails to file a declination of the candi
dacy within the time allowed by law, shall be disqualified from hold-
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ing membership upon the authority and his or her successor shall be 
elected forthwith. 

History of SectioD. § 17·8·15: G.L. 1956. I 17-8-2: P.L. 1958. ch. 
P.L. 1951 (s .• .). ch. 2870. § 18: G.L. 1956. 18. § I: P.L. 1988. ch. 84. § 74. 

17·8·3. Compensation. - Each member of a local board shall 
receive such compensation as may be provided by the governing 
body of each city or town; provided that in the several towns where 
no other provision is made for compensation each member of the 
local board shall be paid by that member's respective town five dol· 
lars ($5.00) per day for every day's attendance in the discharge of the 
member's respective duties, and the town clerks shall be paid, in 
addition, legal fees for making out and recording the several lists 
and returns required by this title. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 8. § 21: G.L. 1909. ch. 8. 

I 21: G.L. 1909. ch. 8. § 20: P.L. 1910. ch. 
640. § 2: G.L. 1923. ch. 8. § 20: G.L. 1938. ch. 

313. I 20: P.L. 1940. ch. 817. ! 2: P.L. 1951 
I •.• J. ch. 2870. § 34: G.L. 1956. II 17.8-19. 
17-8-21: G.L. 1956. § 17·8·3: P.L. 1958. ch. 
18. § 1. 

17·8-4. Oath of office of members. - Each person appointed as 
a member of a local board shall before entering upon his or her 
duties be sworn to the faithful performance thereof and a record of 
the oath shall be kept by the clerk of the board. 

History of SeCtiOD. I 17-8·16: G.L. 1956. § 17-8-4: P.L. 1958. ch. 
P.L. 1951 ( •.•. ). ch. 2870. § 18: G.L. 1956. 18. § 1. 

17·8·5. Local boards - Powers and duties - Quorum. - (a) 
Each canvassing authority shall have and exercise the functions, 
powers, and duties provided for local boards by this title or by any 
law not inconsistent herewith. It shall: 

(1) Select one of its members as presiding officer and another as 
clerk of the board; provided that nothing herein shall be deemed to 
affect the powers and duties of the town clerk who shall be ex officio 
the clerk of the respective town canvassing authorities, provided 
further that in the cities of Pawtucket, Central Falls, Newport, 
Woonsocket, Cranston, and Warwick, the clerk shall be designated 
at the time of his or her election or appointment; 

(2) Have and discharge all of the functions, powers, and duties of 
the town council concerning nominations, elections, registration of 
voters and canvassing rights, the preparing and correcting of voting 
lists, and other matters relating thereto, which powers are trans· 
ferred to the local board; 

(3) Make or furnish all returns or other things required by law to 
be made or furnished to or by city clerks, boards of canvassers, and 
district clerks, relative to any matter within the purview of this 
title; 
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(4) Appoint and employ all its necessary clerical and technical 
assistants and fix the compensation of each person so appointed, 
within the limits of funds available to it pursuant to law; provided 
that in the cities of Cranston and Woonsocket and the town of Cov
entry the employment and compensation shall be subject to the ap
proval of the respective city or town councils. 

(b) A quorum of a local board for the purpose of receiving registra
tions shall be comprised of one member of the board, and for all other 
purposes a quorum shall be comprised of two (2) members. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 8. II 24. 26; P.L. 1908. ch. 

1608. I 1; G.L. 1909. ch. 8. II 23. 26. 35; 
G.L" ch. 7. II 3. 9; P.L. 1910. ch. 640. I 1; 
P.L. 1916. ch. 1422. § 1; P.L. 1920. ch. 1962. 
I 1; P.L. 1920. ch. 1975. § 1; G.L. 1923. ch. 7. 
II 3.9; P.L. 1926. ch. 924. I 1; P.L. 1927. ch. 

1085. I 1; P.L. 1931. ch. 1804. I 1; P.L. 1935. 
ch. 2192. I 2; G.L. 1938. ch. 312. II 3.6. 10; 
G.L. 1938. ch. 313. I 25; P.L. 1951 (S.S.I. ch. 
2870. I 18; G.L. 1956. II 17·8-5. 178-6. 
17·8-10. 17·8-12. 17-8-14. 17-8-17. 17-8-18; 
P.L. 1958. ch. 18. I 1; P.L. 1987. ch. 403. I 1. 

17-8-6. Fees in cities other than Cranston and Woonsocket. 
- The local boards in the cities of Providence, Pawtucket, Central 
Fa1l8, Newport, and Warwick shall not retain to their own use any of 
the fees now allowed by law to recording and certifying officers, but 
shall charge and collect the statutory fees for any record, certificate, 
or copy required by law to be made by the board, and shall pay over 
the fees on the first business day of every month to the city treasurer 
of tqe respective city; provided, that those boards shall furnish, as 
now required by law, certified copies of any list of qualified electors 
in any representative district, ward, or voting district in the city on 
payment of the sum of one dollar ($1.00) for each certified list, which 
sums shall also be paid into the city treasury of the cities as above 
provided. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1896. ch. 363. § 5; G.L. 1909. ch. 8. 

I 33; G.L. 1909. ch. 7. I 7; P.L. 1910. ch. 640. 

I 1; G.L. 1923. ch. 7. I 7; G.L. 1938. ch. 312. 
I 8; G.L. 1956. § 17-8-11; G.L. 1956. 
I 17-8-6; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. I 1. 

17-8-7_ Power of boards to administer oaths and subpoena 
evidence - Self incrimination - False swearing. - The mem
bers of the local boards are hereby severally authorized to adminis
ter oaths, and the boards in all cases of every nature pending before 
them, are hereby authorized and empowered to summon witnesses 
by subpoena signed by the clerk thereof, and to compel these wit
nesses to attend and testify in the same manner as witnesses are 
compelled to appear and testify in any court; and the boards are 
authorized to compel the production of all papers, books, documents, 
records, certificates, or other legal evidence that may be necessary or 
proper for the determination and decision of any question or the 
discharge of any duty required by law of the boards, by issuing a 
subpoena duces tecum, signed by their clerk. Every person disobey
ing any subpoena shall be adjudged as in contempt, and the boards 
may punish any contempt of their authority in like manner as con-
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tempt may be punished by any court, and the boards may, at any 
meeting held for the purpose of canvassing the voting lists, examine 
under oath the person whose right to vote is disputed or any other 
person, and may receive any other evidence that the boards may 
deem necessary, respecting the right of any person to have his or her 
name upon the registry, or to vote, and shall decide upon the same. 
No evidence elicited in the examination shall be used against the 
person so examined in any criminal prosecution against him or her, 
except a prosecution for peIjury in the examination. Any person who 
shall wilfully swear falsely in any proceeding, matter, or hearing 
before the boards or any of them shall be guilty of a felony. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1896, ch. 363. § 4, C.P.A. 1905, 

I 1221, P.L. 1908, ch. 1608, I 9, G.L. 1909, 
ch. 8, II 32,43, G.L. 1909, ch. 7, I 13, P.L. 

1910, ch. 640, I I, G.L. 1923, ch. 7, I 13, G.L. 
1938, ch. 312, § 14, G.L. 1956, § 17·8·20, 
G.L. 1956, I 17·8·7, P.L. 1958. ch. 18, I I, 
P.L. 1978, ch. 201, § 5. 

17·8·8. General penalty clause. - Every person who violates 
any provision of this chapter, unless another penalty is provided in 
this chapter, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. This section shall not 
apply to the town of Westerly. 

History of Section. ! 17·8-22, G.L. 1956, § 17·8·8, P.L. 1958. ch. 
G.L. 1938, ch. 312, I 38, P.L. 1940, ch. 819, 18, § I, P.L. 1978, ch. 201. § 5. 

I 4, P.L. 1940, ch. 819, I 6, G.L. 1956, 

17·8·9. Local boards open on election day. - In addition to 
duties as otherwise fixed by law, it shall be the duty of the local 
board to keep open on all election days, from the hour fixed for the 
opening of the polls until the hour fixed for the closing of the polls 
and to remain in session during the hours at a regular place of 
meeting of the board, council, or other body. 

History of Section. II 8. 10, G.L. 1956, I 17-10·32, G.L. 1956, 
P.L. 1935, ch. 2192, I I, G.L. 1938, ch. 313, § 17·8·9, P.L. 1958, ch. 18, I I. 

I 24, imp!. am. P.L. 1951 (s. s.J, ch. 2870, 



77 REGISTRATION OF VOTERS 17-9-2 

CHAPTER 9 

REGISTRATION OF VOTERS 

JECTrON. 
17·9-1. 
17-9-2. 

17-9-2.1. 

17-9-3. 

17·9-4. 

17·94.1. 
17-9-4.2. 

17·9-5. 
17-9-5.1. 
17-9-5.2. 

17-9-6. 
17-9-7. 

17-9-8. 

17-9-9. 

Registration required to vote. 
Duty of state board - Registration 

equipment - Forms. 
Duplicate voter registration infor

mation. 
Periods when boards receive regis

trations. 
Evening registration meetings _ 

Large cities and towns. 
Registration drives at high schools. 
Evening registration meetings _ 

Cities and towns. 
Local registration agents. 
State-wide registration agents. 
Qualifications and jurisdiction of 

registration agents. 
Form of registration cards. 
Method of registering - Receipt 

required. 
Completion and signing of regis· 

tration cards. 
Proof of naturalization or deriva

tive citizenship. 

SECTJON. 
17-9·10. 
17·9-11. 

17-9-12. 
17·9-13. 
17-9-14. 
17-9·15. 
17-9-16. 
17-9·17. 

17·9-18. 
17-9-19. 
17·9-20. 
17-9-2l. 
17-9-22. 
17 ·9-23. 

17 -9-24. 

17·9·25. 
1 i ·9-26. 
17-9-27. 

Registration of shut· in voters. 
Registration of servicemen's de-

pendents. 
False certificates in registration. 
Filing of registration cards. 
Custody of registration cards. 
Registration records public. 
Procedure on change of address. 
Re-registration - Notice to city or 

town of previous address. 
Change of name. 
Single registration. 
Proof of registry in another town. 
False affidavits. 
[Obsolete. I 
Registration lists furnished to po

litical parties. 
Tampering with registration 

records. 
Peace corps registration. 
Party designation. 
Change of designation. 

17-9-1. Registration required to vote_ - No person shall be a 
qualified voter at any election, unless that person shall be registered 
under the authority of this chapter, or pursuant to any other provi
sion of this title. 

History of Section. ~ 17 -9-1; P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1; P.L. 1978, ch. 
P.L. 1951 Is. s.I, ch. 2870, § 21; G.L. 1956. 250. § L 

17-9-2. Duty of state board - Registration equipment -
Forms. - It shall be the duty of the state board to prescribe the 
style, color, quality, and dimensions of all registration forms, con
tainers and other equipment required to provide for the permanent 
registration of voters, and for filing and safekeeping of the registra
tion forms, and it shall furnish a sufficient quantity thereof to the 
several cities and towns. It shall also be the duty of the state board to 
furnish the several cities and towns with such special professional 
assistance as may be necessary to assure the proper installation and 
servicing of the equipment. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1951 (s. s.l. ch. 2870. § 13; G.L. 1956. 

§ 17-9-2; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1. 

Supp. 4/91 
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17-9-2_1. Duplicate voter registration information_ - Any lo
cal board may adopt an alternative form and means for obtaining 
and retaining duplicate voter registration information which is ap
proved by the state board of elections. The form shall provide for the 
information required by §§ 17-9-6 and 17-9-11 (3) and shall be kept 
in the order specified by §§ 17-9-13 and 17-9-14. The alternative 
form need not be of a distinctive color, provided however that the 
alternative form is substantially different in size and shape from the 
card designated the original under the provisions of § 17-9-6. The 
alternative form also need not provide for a signature as specified by 
§ 17-9-8. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1984. th. 308. § l. 

17-9-3, Periods when boards receive registrations. - The 
local boards shall open their respective offices for the purpose of 
receiving registrations of voters throughout the year during regular 
business hours. Registration for any election shall close on the thirti
eth day preceding an election; provided, however, that local boards 
shall not receive the registrations on Sundays or legal holidays, and 
may receive the registrations during additional hours each day from 
the fortieth, to the thirtieth day before any election provided, how
ever, that nothing contained herein shall be construed as restricting 
the right of statewide or local registration agents or members of the 
general assembly to accept registrations of voters on any day. The 
acceptance of registrations at any other time shall not affect the 
validity of any election. 

Notwithstanding any other sections of the general laws to the 
contrary, all local boards of canvassers shall remain open from 8:30 
A.M. until 4:00 P.M. on the last day prescribed by law for the taking 
of voter registrations to permit participation of the voters in the next 
succeeding election, notwithstanding that the last day may be a 
Saturday. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1951 ( •.•. J. th. 2870, § 16: P.L. 1952, 

th. 2897. I 5; P.L. 1953. th. 3205. § 2; G.L. 
1956. § 17-9-3; RP.L. 1957. th. 122, § 1; P. 

L. 1958, th. 18. § 1; P.L. 1972, th. 152. § 2; 
P.L. 1976. th. 24. § 1; P.L. 1989. th. 440. § 1; 
P.L. 1990, th. 274. § l. 

17-9-4. Evening registration meetings - Large cities and 
towns. - The local boards in cities and towns of more than thirty 
thousand (30,000) population as determined by the last federal cen
sus shall between the first day of April and the thirty-first day of 
August in each even-numbered year, on such dates as they may 
severally designate, hold at least two (2) evening registration meet
ings of at least two (2) hours' duration in each ward in the case of 
cities and in each voting district in the case of towns for the purpose 
of receiving registrations. The boards shall advertise each meeting 

Supp. 4J9:..,J 
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in one or more newspapers having general circulation in their re
spective cities or towns at least one day prior to each meeting. 

History of Section. ~ 17·9·4;P.L.1958.ch.18. § 1; P.L. 1984.ch. 
P.L. 1951 15.5.), ch. 2870, § 17; G.L. 1956. 144, § l. 

17-9-4_1. Registration drives at high schools. - It shall be 
the duty of local boards to annually conduct a voter registration 
drive at each high school within the city or town in cooperation with 
the administration of the schools. Each principal of every public or 
private high school and director of each vocational school in this 
state may be a registration agent whose authority shall be limited to 
receiving and accepting registrations as electors from those qualified 
applicants who are enrolled as students within the school or are 
employed within the school. The principal or director may designate 
one or more persons in the school to serve as registration agents with 
the same authority as the principal of the school, provided each 
designation is filed with the local board for the city or town in which 
the school is located. Each person who is a registration agent pursu
ant to this section shall be sworn to the faithful performance of his or 
her duties and shall be subject to removal as a registration agent by 
the local board for cause shown. All registrations made under this 
section shall be made in accordance with rules and regulations es
tablished by the local board of the city or town in which the school is 
located. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 250, § 2; P.L. 1980, ch. 309. 

§ 1. 

17-9-4.2. Evening registration meetings - Cities and towns. 
- The local boards in cities and towns of thirty thousand (30,000) or 
less population as determined by the last federal census shall be
tween the first day of April and the thirty-first day of August in each 
even-numbered year, on such dates as they may severally designate, 
hold a total of six (6) evening registration meetings of at least two (2) 
hours' duration at their office for the purpose of receiving registra
tions. The boards shall advertise each meeting in one or more news
papers having general circulation in their respective cities or towns 
at least one day prior to each meeting. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1984, ch. 144, § 2. 

17·9·5. Local registration agents. - (a) The several local 
boards shall appoint a sufficient number of agents who shall serve 
throughout each year for the purpose of receiving registrations of 
ilersons residing in the city or town in which the agent was ap· 
pointed to act. Such agents shall be sworn to the faithful perfor
mance of their duties, shall be subject to removal by the local board, 

Supp. 4191 
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and shall have power to accept registrations on Sundays and at any 
other time or place designated by the local board, whether in or out 
of the presence of the members of the local board. In addition, all 
members of the general assembly shall have the power to accept 
registrations on Sundays and any other day, and the local boards of 
canvassers shall provide all registration forms to the general assem
bly members. 

(b) The several local boards or their agents shall additionally hold 
a special registration session in any factory, mill, wholesale or retail 
or other employing establishment, or hospital, home for aged, or 
convalescent home within their city or town in the even-numbered 
years on or before July Sth for the state primary, and on or before 
August Sth for the state election, if in the case of the primary a 
request for the special registration session is made during the 
months of Mayor June, and in the case of the election a request for 
the special registration is made during the months of June and July 
by ten (10) or more voters of the city or town filing a petition with 
the local board for the holding of a special registration session in the 
factory, mill, wholesale or retail or other employing establishment, 
or hospital, home for aged, or convalescent home, signed by them 
with their names and addresses as they appear on voting lists of the 
city or town, and stating that ten (10) or more persons employed in 
the factory, mill, wholesale or retail or other employing establish
ment or that ten (10) or more persons in the hospital, home for aged, 
or convalescent home desire and are entitled to be registered in the 
city or town. The special registration session shall then be held if, at 
the time the petition is filed the local board is in receipt of permis
sion in writing from the tenant, or, if there is no tenant, from the 
owner of the factory, mill, wholesale or retail or other employing 
establishment or the operator of the hospital, home for aged, or con
valescent home to use their premises for the purpose of holding the 
special session. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1951 ( •.• .). ch. 2870. § 12; G.L. 1956. 

§ 17-9-5; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1960. ch. 

118. ~ 1; P.L. 1963. ch. 39. § 1; P.L. 1974. ch. 
232. j 1; P.L. 1976. ch. 24. § 1; P.L. 1989. ch. 
....0. ! 1. 

17·9·S.1. State-wide registration agents. - The state board of 
elections shall appoint a sufficient number of agents who shall serve 
throughout the year to perform the duties assigned to them by 
§ 17-7-S and such other duties as may be assigned them by the 
board. Each registrar who performs his or her duties faithfully and 
completely and who attends an annual training session which in
cludes a presentation on changes to the election laws during the 
previous year shall be automatically reappointed as a registration 
agent. 

Supp. 4;91 
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H.i8iory of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 250. § 2; P.L. 1990. ch. 199. 

! 2. 

Sl1pP. 4/91 
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17-9·5_2. Qualifications and jurisdiction of registration 
agents. - No registration agent, whether appointed by a local 
board, by the state board, or empowered by law, shall be authorized 
to accept registrations outside of the state of Rhode Island, and all 
the registration agents shall themselves be registered to vote in the 
state of Rhode Island_ 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1989. ch. 440. § 2. 

17 ·9-6. Fonn of registration cards. - Registration forms shall 
consist of five (5) sets of cards, each set to be of a distinctive color and 
of a size adequate to contain the information required by the provi· 
sions of this chapter, one (1) of the cards shall be designated as the 
original and the four (4) others shall be designated as duplicates. 
The forms shall be ruled with appropriate spaces and headings to 
indicate date of registration, name and address where registrant 
resides, place and date of birth, when registrant last came to reside 
within the state, when registrant last came to reside within the city 
or town, last prior residence outside city or town, appropriate data 
relative to naturalization, and a certification that the registrant has 
not been lawfully adjudicated non compos mentis. In addition, the 
forms shall require the registrant to certify that he or she is neither 
serving a sentence, including probation or parole, for which he or she 
was imprisoned, upon final conviction of a felony imposed on any 
date nor serving any sentence, whether incarcerated or suspended, 
on probation or parole, upon final conviction of a felony committed 
after November 5, 1986. Provision shaH also be made on the cards 
for recording the fact that a registered voter has voted at an election, 
and the date thereof and also for recording the fact that a registered 
voter has signed caucus, primary, or final nomination papers, and 
also, for recording such information described in §§ 17·9·26 and 
17 ·9·27 as the registrant may wish to record. Provisions shall also be 
made on the cards for recording which forms of identification show· 
ing the person's residency were presented to the voter registrar as 
provided for in § 17·1·3.2. Provisions shall also be made on the cards 
for showing subsequent changes in address. The original and dupli. 
cate cards shall also contain a line for the signature of the registrant 
and above the signature on the original and three (3) of the duplicate 
cards the following certificate: "I declare under penalty of perjury 
that all of the information I have provided on this form is true and 
correct to the best of my knowledge." The cards shall have appropri
ate spaces for recording the ward, senatorial district, representative 
district, and voting district designation of the registrant, which in· 
formation shall be provided by the local board or any duly autho· 
rized agent thereof. The form shall also make provision for the can· 
ceHation and transfer of a voter's registration pursuant to § 17·9·16, 
the change of a voter's name pursuant to § 17·9·18, and a voter's 
party designation pursuant to § 17·9·26. 
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Hiatory of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1951 ( •.• .). ch. 2870. § 3: P.L. 1952. ch. 

2897. § 1: G.L. 1956. § 17·9·6: P.L. 1958. ch. 
18.! 1: P.L. 1963. ch. 209. § 3: P.L. 1966. ch. 

116. § 5: P.L. 1978. ch. 107. § 1: P.L. 1983. 
ch. 172. § ': P.L. 1987. ch. 293. § 1: P.L. 
1989. ch. 488. § 1. 

17·9-7. Method of registering - Receipt required. - (A) 
Whenever any person who is, or may be by the next election, quali
fied to vote, shall desire to register, that person shall appear before 
the local board of the city or town in which he or she has his or her 
residence, as defined in § 17-1-3.1, or before the clerk or other duly 
authorized agent of the board, or before a registrar appointed by the 
state board of elections and shall furnish the information required of 
him or her by this chapter and such information described in 
§§ 17·9-26 and 17·9-27 as the registrant may wish to record and 
after the information has been recorded on the registry card fur
nished for that purpose, the person shall sign his or her name and 
thereby certify to the truth of the facts recorded in the appropriate 
spaces in the card; provided, however, whenever any person shall be 
unable to sign his or her name because of physical incapacity or 
otherwise he or she shall make his mark "(X)," which shall be wit
nessed by the person receiving the registration. 

(8) It shall be the duty of the local board or clerk or other duly 
authorized agent of the board or registrar of the state board of elec
tions to furnish the registrant with a receipt for the purpose of advis
ing the voter to check with his or her local board of canvassers in the 
event the voter does not receive the confirmation card prescribed 
pursuant to § 17-1-3.3. The receipt shall not entitle a person to vote 
if the original and duplicate registration forms have not been filed 
with the local canvassing authority at least thirty (30) days before 
the election. Receipts and the form thereof shall be prescribed and 
provided by the state board of elections. 

History of Section. 107. § 1: P.L. 1978. ch. 250. § 3: P.L. 1983. 
P.L. 1951 (s.'.). ch. 2870. § 2: G.L. 1956. ch. 172. § 4: P.L. 1988. ch. 376. § 1. 

§ 17·9·7: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1: P.L. 1978. ch. 

17-9-8. Completion and signing of registration cards. - The 
local board shall also cause the information so certified to be cor
rectly recorded on the duplicate registration cards of distinctive 
colors to be signed by the registrant, which shall complete the regis
tration. The local board shall cause one of the duplicate cards to be 
delivered forthwith to the secretary of state. Provided that any regis
tration completed before May 19, 1958 by the signing of an original 
registration card and the official registry book heretofore main
tained shall be deemed to include the information and signature 
contained in the registry book and to be complete without the sign
ing of duplicate registration cards . 
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History of Section_ § 17-9-8; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1963. ch. 
P.L. 1951. (s. 5.>. ch. 2870. § 2; G.L. 1956. 209. § 3. 

17-9-9. Proof of naturalization or derivative citizenship. -
(a) Before the name of any person shall be placed upon the voting 
list, if that person shall be of foreign birth. the person shall at the 
time of the registration furnish proof that he or she is a citizen of the 
United States and a record of proof shall be entered on the registra
tion cards, and the entry or proof shall be prima facie evidence to the 
local board that the person is a citizen of the United States; and the 
person shall not thereafter be required to file the proof at any future 
registration in the city or town, and any entry heretofore made by 
the local board of the citizenship of any naturalized citizen shall be 
prima facie evidence of the citizenship. A certified copy of the entry 
when presented to the local board of any other city or town shall also 
be prima facie evidence of the citizenship. 

(b) Every woman of foreign birth who shall claim citizenship 
through some other person, either by marriage or parentage, shall 
state at the time of her registration when and where the other per
son was born, and if the other person was naturalized, when, where, 
and by what court the other person was naturalized, and she shall 
file proof of such naturalization as may be necessary to establish her 
citizenship with the local board at least five (5) days before any 
meeting of the board of the town or city in which she claims the right 
to vote, and the proof shall be subject to the approval of the local 
board. 

Hmory or Section. ch. 2870. I 2; G.L. 1956. II 17-6-4. 17-9-9; 
P.L. 1920. ch. 1867. § 4; G.L. 1923. ch. 6. G.L. 1956. § 17-9-9; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1. 

§ 7; G.L. 1938. ch. 310. § 8; P.L. 1951 IS. sJ. 

17-9-10. Registration of shut-in voters. - (a) Every person 
otherwise duly qualified to vote, who, by reason of illness or physical 
or mental disability is unable to register in person at the office of the 
local board, and desiring to register shall do so in the following 
manner: 

(1) The person shall make application in writing to the local board 
in the city or town in which that person has his or her "residence", as 
defined in § 17-1-3.1, for the forms necessary for registration. The 
application must be accompanied by a certificate from a licensed 
physician or a christian science practitioner who is personally famil
iar with that person's medical condition stating the location of his or 
her medical offices, the date when the physician or practitioner last 
examined the person, and attesting that because of illness or disabil
ity, the person would be unable to register in person at the office of 
the local board. 

(2) The local board shall proceed to furnish the applicant with a 
form upon which the person may provide the information necessary 
for registration. 

-._J 
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(b) The following, in addition to any direction as may be printed, 
stamped, or written thereon by direction of the local board shall be 
substantially the form of affidavit to be subscribed to by the shut-in 
voter. viz: 

Affidavit of shut-in voter upon registration . 

State of Rhode Island 
County of _____ _ 

I, say that I reside at No. __ in the city or 
town of in the state of Rhode Island; that I am 
qualified to register in the city or town; that because of illness or 
physical or mental disability, I am unable to register in person, and 
in good faith file the within information necessary to registration. 

(sign full name on this line) 

Sworn to (or affirmed) before me, this __ day of __ 19_. 

(notary public) 
Witnesses: 

signature residence 

signature residence 

(This affidavit need not be subscribed and sworn to before an offi
cer authorized to administer oaths, if it is subscribed to before two 
(2) witnesses who affix their respective signatures and addresses 
hereto,) 

(c) When the above form is returned to the local board, together 
with such proof of citizenship as is required by law and such proof of 
residency as is required by § 17-1-3.2, the local board shall transfer 
such information to an original and two (2) duplicate registration 
cards and shall forward the original and duplicate cards to the per
son for his or her signature, above which shall be the following 
certificate: "I hereby certify that the information recorded on this 
form is true." When the original and duplicate registration cards, 
duly executed, are returned to the local board, the person shall be 
deemed to have completed his or her registration, and the original 
and duplicate cards shall be filed in the same manner as other origi
nal and duplicate cards. 

HIstory of SeCtiOD. 1958. ch. 18.! 1; P.L. 1963. ch. 209. § 3; P.L. 
P.L. 1951 (s. s.). ch. 2870. § 10; P.L. 1953. 1983. ch. 172. § 4. 

ch. 3205. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17-9-10; P.L. 
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17-9-11. Registration of servicemen's dependents_ - Every 
person otherwise duly qualified to vote who by reason of being the 
spouse or dependent child of a member of the armed forces of the 
United States in active service who is qualified to vote and is absent 
from this state, and is with the member of the armed forces and 
unable to register in person, and desiring to register shall do so in 
the following manner: 

(1) The person shall make application in writing to the local board 
in the city or town in which that person has his or her "residence", as 
defined in § 17-1-3.1, for the form necessary for registration. 

(2) The local board shall proceed to furnish the applicant with a 
form upon which the person shall provide the information necessary 
for registration. 

The following in addition to any direction as may be printed, 
stamped or written thereon by direction of the local board shall be 
substantially the form of affidavit to be subscribed to by the absen
tee voter, viz: 

Affidavit of absentee voter upon registration. 
I, say that I have my residence at No. __ in 

the city or town of in the state of Rhode Island; 
that I am the wife (or husband) or dependent child of a bona fide 
resident of the state of Rhode Island who is absent from the state in 
the service of the armed forces of the United States of America; that 
I am residing temporarily with at ; that 1 am 
unable to register in person; and in good faith file the within infor
mation necessary to registration. 

(sign full name on this line) 

Sworn to (or affirmed) before me, this __ day of __ 19_. 

(notary public) 

(Affix official seal or certificate of authority.) (Notary public or other 
officer authorized by law to administer an oath must administer the 
above.) 

(3) When the above form is returned to the local board, together 
with such proof of citizenship as is required by law, the local board 
shall transfer the information to an original and two (2) duplicate 
registration cards and shall forward the original and duplicate cards 
to the person for that person's signature, above which shall be the 
following certificate: "I hereby certify that the information recorded 
on this form is true." When the original and duplicate registration 
cards, duly executed, are returned to the local board, the person 
shall be deemed to have completed his or her registration, and the 
original and duplicate cards shall be filed in the same manner as 
other original and duplicate cards. 
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History of Section. 1958. ch. 18. ~ 1: P.L. 1963. ch. 209. j 3: P.L. 
P.L. 1951 (s.s.l. ch. 2870, § 101/2; P.L. 1953, 1983, ch. 172. ~ 4. 

ch. 3205. j 3: G.L. 1956. j 17-9-11: P.L. 

17-9-12. False certificates in registration. - Every person 
who shall knowingly and wilfully make any false certificate in regis
tering his or her name pursuant to the provisions of this chapter or 
who, acting in the capacity of a voter registrar, shall knowingly and 
wilfully register a person who has made a false certificate shall be 
guilty of a felony. 

Hi.tory of Section. § 17-9-12: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. ! 1: P.L. 1978. 
P.L. 1951 (,.,.1. ch. 2870. § 27: G.L. 1956. ch. 201. j 6: P.L. 1983. ch. 172. j 4. 

17-9-13. Filing of registration cards. - When the original and 
duplicate registration cards have been duly filled out, they shall be 
filed separately. The original cards shall be arranged by voting dis
tricts and either by street address or in alphabetical order, and shall 
be filed in containers. One set of duplicate cards shall be arranged 
for the entire city and town, as the case may be, in alphabetical 
order, and shall constitute an office record of the local board, and 
shall not be removed from the office of the local board except on 
order of a court of competent jurisdiction. The other set of duplicate 
cards shall be filed with the secretary of state. 

History of Section. § 17-9-15: G.L. 1956. ; 17-9-13: P.L. 1958. 
P.L. 1951 (,.,.1. ch. 2870, § 4: G.L. 1956, ch. 18, § 1: P.L. 1963. ch. 209, § 3. 

17·9·14. Custody of registration cards. - The containers of 
the original and duplicate registration cards in the possession of the 
local board and the keys thereto shall be kept in the custody of the 
local board and these containers shall remain securely locked at all 
times and shall be opened only by the local board or its specially 
authorized agent at its office, except as hereinafter provided. The 
containers of the duplicate registration cards in the possession of the 
secretary of state and the keys thereto shall be likewise kept and 
maintained by the secretary of state or the secretary's specially au
thorized agent at the secretary's office. 

History of Section. § 17-9·16: G.L. 1956. § 17-9-14: P.L. 1958, 
P.L. 1951 (s .• .), ch. 2870, § 4: G.L. 1956. ch. 18, § 1: P.L. 1963. ch. 209, i 3. 

17·9-15. Registration records public. - The original and du
plicate registration cards shall be public records and shall be open to 
public inspection at all reasonable times. 

History of Section. § 17-9-17: G.L. 1956. I 17-9-15: P.L. 1958, 
P.L. 1951 ( •.• ,), ch. 2870, § 33: G.L. 1956, ch. 18, § 1. 
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17-9-16_ Procedure on change of address_ - (a) A voter who 
has moved his or her "residence", as defined in § 17-1-3.1 from the 
address at which the voter is registered to another within the same 
city or town may vote in the voting district of the voter's new resi
dence upon the following conditions: 

(I) If the new address is in the same voting district in which the 
voter is registered and the voter shall have filed with the local board 
a written request for change of address thirty (30) days prior to an 
election or primary and shall have complied with the provisions of 
§§ 17-1-3.2 and 17-1-3.3. 

(2) If the new address is in the same city or town, but in a differ
ent voting district, and the voter shall have requested a transfer of 
registration to the new voting district, in such form as shall be pre
scribed by the state board, thirty (30) days prior to an election or 
primary and shall have complied with the provisions of §§ 17-1-3.2 
and 17-1-3.3. 

(b) A voter who has moved his or her "residence", as defined in 
§ 17-1-3.1, from the address at which the voter is registered to an
other within a different city or town shall be required to register in 
the city or town to which the voter has moved and to comply with the 
provisions of §§ 17-1-3.2 and 17-1-3.3; provided that no person quali
fied to vote in any city or town in this state shall lose his or her right 
to vote in that city or town by reason of his or her removal to another 
city or town in this state during the thirty (30) days, less one day, 
next preceding an election or primary in the former city or town, 
provided, however, that a voter who remains within the state, al
though he or she fails to register in the city or town to which the 
voter has moved within time to vote in the city or town, shall be 
permitted to vote by special paper ballot as provided by the secretary 
of state upon application therefor approved by the board of can
vassers of the voter's former city or town for federal and statewide 
elected officials only during the six (6) months, less one day, next 
preceding an election or primary. 

(c) The local board shall receive and record changes of address in 
accordance with the foregoing provisions, after having first satisfied 
itself by the signature of the voter or otherwise of the authenticity of 
the change of address, and shall forthwith notify the secretary of 
state of the action. 

(d) A voter who has moved his or her residence within the same 
city or town as described in subsection (a) of this section during the 
thirty (30) days, less one day, next preceding an election or primary 
in that city or town may vote in the voting district of his or her 
former residence at the election or primary only. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1951 ( .... ), ch. 2870, I 9; P.L. 1952. ch. 

2897. ! 4; G.L. 1956. II 17·9·20 to 17·9·22; 
G.L. 1956. I 17-9-16; P.L. 1958. ch. 18, I 1; 

P.L. 1963. ch. 209, § 3; P.L. 1966. ch. 201. 
§ 1; P.L. 1972. ch. 152. I 3; P.L. 1978. ch. 
246. § 1; P.L. 1983. ch. 172. § 4; P.L. 1984. 
ch. 335. § 4. 
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17-9-17_ Re-registration - Notice to city or town of previ
ous address. - (a) A voter may register in a city or town into which 
he or she has moved whether or not the voter has notified the board 
of the city or town in which the voter was last registered of the 
voter's change of address; provided, however, that before the voter 
shall register in the city or town into which he or she has moved the 
voter shall sign an authorization for the cancellation and transfer of 
his or her registration records from the city or town in which the 
voter was last registered, which authorization shall be forthwith 
sent by the board in which the voter registers to the board in which 
the voter was last registered, which latter board shall forward the 
voter's registration records and remove the registrant from the vot
ing list of the city or town, except as herein otherwise provided, and 
shall forthwith notify the secretary of state of the action. 

(b) The local board of any city or town shall, upon receiving the 
registration of any person, notify the board of the city or town stated 
by the person to be that person's last place of residence, of the regis
tration. Thereupon the last mentioned board shall forward the origi
nal registration card of the person to the other board, and shall 
forthwith notify the secretary of state of the action. 

History of Section. 1956. § 17·9·17; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § I; P.L. 
P.L. 1951 (s. s.l. ch. 2870. § 9; P.L. 1956. 1963. ch. 209. § 3. 

ch. 3746. § 3; G.L. 1956. § 17·9-24; G.L. 

17-9·18. Change of name. - Any registered voter whose name 
has been changed by marriage or court action shall be entitled to 
have the change of name recorded on the registration records of the 
local board, and upon the recording, shall be entitled to vote thereaf
ter under the changed name. The local board shall forthwith notify 
the secretary of state of the action. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1956. § 17-9·18; P.L. 1958. ch. lB. § 1; 

P.L. 1963. ch. 209. § 3. 

17·9-19. Single registration. - Nothing in this chapter shall be 
construed to require any voter to re-register if he or she is already 
registered in the city or town in which the voter has his or her 
residence as defined in § 17-1-3.1. Any voter who is registered in 
more than one city or town shall be deemed to have authorized the 
cancelation of all registrations other than the last one in point of 
time, provided that nothing in this section shall be taken to validate 
any registration which is not in a city or town where the voter has 
his or her residence. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1956. § 17.9·19; P.L. 1958. ch. lB. I 1; 

P.L. 19B3. ch. 172. § 4. 

. .. ~ 
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17-9-20. Proof of registry in another town. - The proof of the 
registry of a person in a town other than that in which that person 
shall offer to vote shall be the certificate of the town clerk of the 
town or the clerk of the local board of the town or city in which the 
person is registered. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 7. § 7; G.L. 1909. ch. 7. § 7; 

G.L. 1909. ch. 7. § 20; P.L. 1910. ch. 640. j 1; 

G.L. 1923. ch. 7. j 20; G.L. 1938. ch. 312. 
§ 21; G.L. 1956. j 17·9-25; G.L. 1956. 
j 17·9·20; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1. 

17-9-21. False affidavits. - Every person who shall make a 
false affidavit under this chapter shall be guilty of a felony. 

History of Section. 1956. § 17·9-21; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 
P.L. 1951 (s .... ch. 2870. § 26; P.L. 1952. 1978. ch. 201. § 6. 

ch. 2897. § 6; G.L. 1956. § 17·9·23; G.L. 

17-9-22. [Obsolete.) 

Compiler's Notes. This section (P.L. 1951 
(s. s.J. ch. 2870. § 20; G.L. 1956. § 17-9-28; 
G.L. 1956. § 17·9-22; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § ll. 
preserving the provisions of the soldier vot-

ing law formerly compiled in chapter 21 of 
this title. was deemed. obsolete in the 1981 
reenactment on account of the repeal of the 
soldier voting law. 

17-9-23. Registration lists furnished to political parties. -
The local boards shall not more than once each week and not less 
than once a month, if requested to do so by the state and/or city or 
town chairman of any political party, furnish without cost and with
out unreasonable delay to the chairman, or the chairman's accred
ited representative, the names and addresses of all persons who are 
newly registered to vote in the city or town, the names and the 
addresses of all electors who have transferred to a new voting ad
dress, and the names and addresses of all persons whose names have 
been removed from the voting list or placed in the inactive category. 
In the event that any list so furnished is declared to be inaccurate by 
the chairman of the democratic state committee or the chairman of 
the republican state central committee, the state board of elections 
shall at its discretion, if requested by either of the chairmen, appoint 
a disinterested person to examine the records of the local board for 
the purpose of determining the accuracy of the list. 

History of Section. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1983. ch. 172. § 4; P.L. 1987. 
P.L. 1951 ( •.• .J. ch. 2870. § 17; G.L. 1956. ch. 282. § 2. 

§ 17·9·19; G.L. 1956. § 17·9·23; P.L. 1958. 

17-9-24. Tampering with registration records, - Every per
son who shall wilfully and without lawful authority destroy, secrete, 
remove, deface, alter, tamper, or meddle with a registry book or with 
an original or duplicate registration card after any entry shall have 
been lawfully made therein, shall be guilty of a felony. 
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History of SectioD. § 17·9·18; G.L. 1956, § 17-9.24; P.L. 1958, 
P.L. 1951 {S.S.'. ch. 2870. § 29; G.L. 1956. ch. 18. § I; P.L. 1978. ch. 201. § 6. 

17·9·25. Peace corps registration. - Every person, otherwise 
duly qualified to register to vote, who by reason of being a peace 
corps volunteer as defined in title 22, section 2504 of the United 
States Code or a peace corps leader as defined in title 22, section 
2505 of the United States Code or the spouse or dependent child of 
the volunteer or leader is absent from this state and unable to regis
ter in person and desiring to register shall do so in the following 
manner: 

(1) The person shall make application in writing to the local board 
in the city or town in which that person has his or her residence for 
the form necessary to registration. 

(2) The local board shall proceed to furnish the applicant with a 
form upon which he shall provide the information necessary for reg
istration. 

The following in addition to any direction as may be printed, 
stamped, or written thereon by direction of the local board shall be 
substantially the form of affidavit to be subscribed to by the appli
cant, viz: 

I, ............ , say that I am (the spouse of) (a dependent child of) a 
peace corps (volunteer) (leader), that immediately prior to my (my 
spouse's) (my parent's) entry into the peace corps, I resided at 
No ............. in the city or town of " .. " ...... in the state of Rhode 
Island, and am a bona fide resident of the state of Rhode Island; that 
I am residing temporarily with ............. at ...... ; that I am unable 
to register in person; and in good faith file the within information 
necessary to registration. 

(sign full name on this line) 
Sworn to (or affirmed) before me, this .......... day of .......... 19 .... " 

(notary public) 
(Affix official seal or certificate of authority.) 
(Notary public or other officer authorized by law to administer an 

oath must administer the above.) 
(3) When the above form is returned to the local board, together 

with such proof of citizenship as is required by law, the local board 
shall transfer the information to an original and two (2) duplicate 
registration cards and shall forward the original and duplicate cards 
to the person for that person's signature, above which shall be the 
following certificate: "I hereby certify that the information recorded 
on this form is true." When the original and duplicate registration 
cards, duly executed, are returned to the local board, the person 
shall be deemed to have completed the registration, and the original 
and duplicate cards shall be filed in the same manner as other origi
nal and duplicate cards. 

J 
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History of Section. 
G.L. 1956. j 17-9-25, P.L. 1964. ch. 1;6. 

~ L 

17-9-27 

17-9-26. Party designation. - (a) Whenever any person regis
ters to vote that person may designate his or her party affiliation on 
the registration forms. or the person may designate that he or she is 
not affiliated with any political party. 

(b) Any person who is a registered voter on May 9, 1978 and 
wishes to designate his or her party affiliation, may do so by vol un
tarily presenting himself or herself to that person's local board of 
canvassers and designating his or her party affiliation and certifying 
to the fact on registration cards furnished for that purpose. 

(c) Whenever any person participates in a party primary, that act 
shall serve as identifying the person as being affiliated with the 
party in whose primary that person has participated and the local 
board shall so record the affiliation on the appropriate registration 
card. For the purposes of this section, "participation in a party pri
mary" shall not include the circulation or signing of nomination 
papers. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 107. § 2. 

17·9·27. Change of designation. - Any person who has desig
nated his or her party affiliation pursuant to § 17·9-26 may change 
the designation on or before the ninetieth day preceding any pri· 
mary election for which the person is eligible. Whenever any person 
shall desire to change his or her party designation, that person shall 
appear before the local board of the city or town in which that person 
has his or her "residence", as defined in § 17-1-3.1, or before the 
clerk or other duly authorized agent of the board, and shall change 
his or her party designation and, after the information has been 
recorded on the registry card furnished for that purpose, the person 
shall sign his or her name and thereby certify to the truth of the 
facts recorded in the appropriate spaces in the card; or the person 
shall furnish an affidavit properly executed and signed by him or her 
to the board directing the board to change the party designation; 
provided, however, whenever any person shall be unable to sign his 
or her name because of physical incapacity or otherwise, that person 
shall make his or her mark "(X)," which shall be witnessed by the 
person receiving the registration. For the convenience of persons 
voting at a primary election, affidavits for changing party designa
tion shall be available at all primary polling places; provided that 
the presence of the affidavits at the primary polling places shall not 
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be construed to allow a person to change his or her party designation 
within ninety (90) days preceding the primary election. 
History of Section. 

P.L. 1978. ch. 107. § 2; P.L. 1983. ch. 172. 
j 4. 
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CHAPTER 10 

CANVASSING THE LISTS OF QUALIFIED ELECTORS 

SECTIO!'l. 

Ii·lO·l. Maintenance of registration - In
active file. 

17 ·10-2. Right to vote unprejudiced by 
errors. 

17-10-3. Publication of preliminary lists. 
17·10-4. Defacement of posted lists. 
17·10·5. Canvass and correction of prelimi. 

nary lists. 
17-10-6. Evidence given at final canvass. 
17·10·7. Proof required to strike name. 
17·10-8. Notice of striking of names. 
11-10-9. Record of vote on adding or strik-

ing names. 
17-10-10. Corrections by state board. 
17-10-11. Right to appeal striking of name. 
17-10-12. Notification to local board mem-

bers and clerk. 
17-10-13. Dismissal of appeal- Order enter· 

ing name on lists. 

SECTION. 
17·10·14. Final list _ Certification. 
17·10·15. Use of registration cards at polls. 
17·10·16. Challenge lists. 
17·10·17. Change of registration records on 

change of voting district 
boundaries. 

17·10·18. Temporary registration certifi· 
cates. 

17·10·19. False entry or erasure with intent 
to change voting rights. 

17·10·20. Neglect of duty by public officers. 
17·10·21. Right to vote or validity of election 

unaffected by neglect of duty. 
17·10·22. Certified copies of lists of persons 

voting. 
17·10·23. Certified copies of registration 

records. 
17·10-24 - 17-10-27. [Repealed.) 
17·10·28 - 17-iO-31. [Renumbered.) 

17-10-1. Maintenance of registration - Inactive file_ - (a) 
The local board or its duly authorized agent shall maintain the files 
of registration cards in such condition as will correctly represent the 
registration of qualified voters at all times. It shall continually 
purge the cards of voters no longer qualified to vote in the city or 
town. It shall promptly record all changes of address, changes of 
name, and transfers and cancellations of registration. 

(b) If a registered voter does not vote at least once at an election 
within five (5) calendar years, that voter's registration shall be can
celed except that the registration of no person shall be so canceled 
during his or her service in the armed forces of the United States and 
during two (2) years thereafter. A voter whose registration has been 
so canceled shall not thereafter be eligible to vote unless that voter 
shall again register in accordance with this title as required by § 2 
of art. II and § 8 of art. IV, of the constitution. The local board shall 
notify the secretary of state of that action. The local board shall 
notify each voter whose registration has been so canceled by a notice 
addressed to the voter at the voter's last known address and a memo
randum that the notice has been sent, shall be maintained on file by 
the local board, provided, however that failure to give or receive the 
notice shall not affect the cancellation of the voter's registration. The 
local board shall take affirmative action to purge the voter's name 
from its files of registration cards. 

(c) The local board, upon receipt of the monthly list of deceased 
persons from its respective local registrar of vital statistics under the 
provision of § 23-3-7, shall promptly purge its files of registration 
cards by deleting therefrom the cards of each deceased elector. The 
local board shall forthwith notify the secretary of state of such ac
tion. 
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(d) The local board shall maintain a separate list of all new regis
trations and all transfers of registration which are received by the 
board within the thirty-day period prior to the close of registration 
prior to each primary, regular and special election. The list shall be 
maintained until such time as the election is held. 

History of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1951, ch. 2870, § 6: P.L. 1956, ch. 

3746, § 1: G.L. 1956, § 17·9·26: G.L .. 
§ 17·10·2: P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1: P.L. 1963, 
ch. 209, § 4: P.L. 1965, ch. 176, i 2: P.L. 

1975, ch. 242, § 1; P.L. 1978. ch. 203, § 1; 
P.L. 1981, ch. 312, § 1: P.L. 1983, ch. 172, 
§ 5; P.L. 1988, ch. 84. § 74; P.L. 1989, ch. 
441, § 1. 

17-10-2. Right to vote unprejudiced by errors. - A voter's 
registration shall not be invalidated nor the voter's right to vote be 
prejudiced by any error in filing registration cards or in the prepara
tion of lists of voters or in making any change or transfer in the 
records, 

History of SectiOD. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1978. ch. 203, § 1; G.L. 1956, 
P.L. 1951 ( •.•. ), ch. 2870, § 23: G.L. 1956, § 17·10-2. 

§ 17·10-7; G.L. 1956, § 17-10.3; P.L. 1958, 

17-10-3. Publication of preliminary lists. - (a) Forthwith af
ter the close of registration for each general election and each pri
mary election for a general election, the local board shall publish 
and post a preliminary list of all persons who appear from the regis
tration cards to be duly registered to vote at the next ensuing elec
tion. The preliminary list for a primary election shall be subject to 
the requirements of chapter 13 of this title. The preliminary list 
shall contain the names and addresses of registered voters arranged 
in the same order as the file of original registration cards. The pre
liminary list may be prepared or duplicated by typewriting, print
ing, mimeographing, multigraphing, or photographic process. The 
list shall be available for public inspection in at least three (3) public 
places as well as the local board of canvassers and, where possible, 
the public library in the city or town, where the list shall be open to 
examination at all reasonable times. The local board shall, upon 
request, furnish without charge and without unreasonable delay, 
five (5) copies of the preliminary list to the state, city, or town chair
man of any political party . 

(b) The preliminary list shall be deemed a public record; and any 
elector of the city or town, upon request, shall be given a copy of the 
list upon payment of no more than the actual cost of reproduction. 

(c) The preliminary list shall contain the following language in 
bold print: 

"You must be registered to vote from your actual place of resi
dence." 

I 
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Hiatory of Section. 
P.L. 1951Is.s.). ch. 2870. II 5.7; P.L. 1952. 

ch. 2897. I 1; G.L. 1956. II 17-10·10. 
17·10·11. 17·10·26;G.L. 1956. § 17-10·4; P.L. 

1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1972. ch. 152. I 4; P.L. 
1978. ch. 203. § 1; P.L. 1981. ch. 312. § 1; 
P.L. 1983. ch. 172. I 5; P.L. 1986. ch. 188. 
§ 1. 

17·10·4. Defacement of posted lists. - Every person who shall 
unlawfully take down, deface, or destroy any list of voters posted up 
as aforesaid, shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 8. I 8; G.L. 1909. ch. 8. § 8; 

G.L. 1909. ch. 8. § 5; P.L. 1910. ch. 640.1 2; 
G.L. 1923. ch. 8. § 5; G.L. 1938. ch. 313. § 5; 

G.L. 1956. § 17·10·12; G.L. 1956. § 17·10·5; 
P.L 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1978. ch. 201. § 7; 
P.L. 1978. ch. 203. § 1; G.L .. § 17·10·4. 

17·10·5. Canvass and correction of preliminary lists. - (a) 
The local board shall, before the twentieth day preceding each elec· 
tion, meet and canvass the preliminary lists and hear objections to 
the inclusion or omission of any person as a registered voter, and it 
shall thereupon make a final canvass and correction of the registra. 
tion files. It shall give notice of the time and place of the meeting for 
at least ten (10) days previous thereto, by posting notices thereof in 
the same manner as required by this chapter for the posting of the 
preliminary list, and by publication once, at least ten (10) days pre
vious thereto in one or more newspapers having general circulation 
in the city or town. At, or following, the meeting the local board shall 
strike from the lists and direct the cancellation of the registration of 
every person who shall not be qualified to vote at the election for 
which the final canvass is made, and shall forthwith notify the secre· 
tary of state of that action. 

(b) The local boards may meet and canvass the voting lists of any 
senatorial district, representative district or districts, or ward or 
wards, or voting district or districts in any senatorial or representa
tive district, ward, or voting district, or at their office or other place 
designated as aforesaid, at any other convenient time or times, on 
the same day or different days. not inconsistent with the provisions 
of this chapter. 

HIstory of Section. 
G.L. 1908. ch. 8. § 3; P.L. 1910. ch. 640. 

I 2; G.L. 1923. ch. 8. § 3; G.L. 1938. ch. 313. 
I 3; P.L. 1951 ( •.•. ). ch. 2870. § 6; P.L. 1952. 
ch. 2897. § 2; P.L. 1956. ch. 3746. ! 1; G.L. 

1956. II 17·10·8. 17·10·14: G.L. 1956. 
§ 17·10·6; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. I 1; P.L. 1963. 
ch. 209. I 4; P.L. 1966. ch. 116. I 6; P.L. 
1978. ch. 201. § 7; P.L. 1978. ch. 203. § 1; 
G.L .. § 17·10·5. 

17-10·6_ Evidence given at final canvass. - Any qualified 
elector shall have the right to appear before the local board on the 
date set for final canvass and give evidence concerning the correct
ness of the preliminary registration list. Upon the basis of all the 
evidence the local board shall make such further corrections in the 
registration records as it may find necessary. A stenographic record 
shall be taken at the proceedings and maintained as a permanent 
record of the board of canvassers. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
I 
I 

I , 



I, 
I, , 
I 
I 
II 
I 
t 

, 

I: 
I 
I' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I: 
I 

I 

I' 
, 

I', 

17-10-7 ELECTION LAWS 96 

History of Section. § 17·10-7; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. ! 1; P.L. 1978. 
P.L. 1951 I •. s.). ch. 2870. § 6; P.L, 1956. ch. ch. 203. § 1; G.L .. § 17·10.6. 

3746. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17-10·15; G.L, 1956. 

17-10-7. Proof required to strike name. - No name shall be 
stricken from any voting list by any local board upon evidence given 
at the final canvass meeting unless sworn proof shall be presented to 
the board that that name is the name of a person not qualified to 
vote at the election for which the registration and voting list is being 
canvassed. 

History of Section. § 17·10-8; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1978. 
P.L. 1951 (s.s.J. ch. 2870. § 6; P.L. 1956. ch. ch. 203. § 1; G.L .. § 17-10-7. 

3746. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17-10-17; G.L. 1956. 

17·10·8. Notice of striking of names. - In each city and town 
the local board shall, within one hundred and twenty (120) hours 
after striking the name of any person from any registration or voting 
list, cause to be mailed to the person, postage prepaid, at that per
son's last address in the registration records, a notice of the striking 
of his or her name, and the reason therefor; except that the notice 
provided for in this section shall not be required where the voter has 
requested the action, or has died. 

History of Section. § 17·10-9; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1978. 
P.L. 1951 (s.s.). ch. 2870. § 6; P.L, 1956. ch. ch. 203. § 1; P.L. 1981. ch. 312. § 1. 

3746. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17·10-18; G.L. 1956. 

17·10-9. Record of vote on adding or striking names. - The 
clerk of the local board shall record the votes of the members of the 
board on adding or striking the name of any person from the list of 
voters whenever requested to do so by any member of the board or by 
any qualified elector of the city or town present at the time of can
vassing, a certified copy of which record shall be evidence of the facts 
therein stated; and for any wilful neglect on the part of the clerk to 
make a record, whenever requested as aforesaid, the clerk shall be 
guilty of a petty misdemeanor. 

Hi.tory of Section. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1978. ch. 201. § 7; P.L. 1978. 
P.L. 1951 ( •.•. J. ch. 2870. § 28; G.L. 1956. ch. 203. § 1; G.L .. § 17-10-9. 

§ 17·10-19; G.L. 1956. § 17·10-10; P.L. 1958. 

17·10·10. Corrections by state board. - The state board may 
request any local board to make any correction in any voting list, 
and if the local board does not comply with the request forthwith, the 
state board may make the correction itself and the correction thus 
made shall not be changed except on order of the supreme court. Any 
person whose name is stricken from any voting list by the state 
board may file a petition as from an action of the local board as 
provided in this chapter. The state board shall notify the secretary of 
state of the action. 
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History of Section. ! ! 7-l0-11; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. I 1; P.L. 1963. 
G.L. 1938. ch. 313. § 17; P.L. 1940. ch. 817. ch. 209. I 4; P.L. 1978. ch. 203. § 1; G.L .• 

I 2; G.L. 1956. § 17-10-20: G.L. 1956. § 17-l0-10. 

17-10-11_ Right to appeal striking of name. - Whenever the 
local board of any town or city at any meeting held for the purpose of 
canvassing the rights and correcting the lists of voters, shall reject, 
or shall cause to be stricken from the voting list, the name of any 
person qualified to vote, the person whose name the board has re
jected, or stricken from any list, may appeal to the state board of 
elections, setting forth his or her residence, his or her qualifications, 
and other facts in connection with the rejection, or striking of his or 
her name from the list, as that person may deem material, and 
praying that his or her name be added to the list. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1898. ch. 583, I 1: C.P.A. 1905. 

I 1226: G.L. 1909. ch. 8. § 29: G.L. 1909. ch. 
8. § 11: P.L. 1910. ch. 640. I 2: G.L. 1923. ch. 
8. I 11: G.L. 1938. ch. 313. § 11: P.L. 1940. 

ch. 817. § 2: G.L. 1956. § 17-10-21; G.L. 
1956. I 17-10·12: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1: P.L. 
1978. ch. 203. § 1: G.L .. § 17-10·11: P.L. 
1983. ch. 172. § 5. 

17·10-12. Notification to local board members and c1erk.
Upon the filing of the appeal, the state board of elections shall forth· 
with cause the members and clerk of the local board to appear before 
the state board, at a time and place to be set by the board. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1898. ch. 583. I 2: C.P.A. 1905. 

II 1226. 1227: G.L. 1909. ch. 8. I 30: G.L .• 
ch. 8. § 12: P.L. 1910. ch. 640. § 2: G.L. 1923. 

ch. 8. § 12: G.L. 1938. ch. 313. § 12: G.L. 
1956. § 17-10·22: G.L. 1956. § 17-10-13: P.L. 
1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1978. ch. 203. § 1: 
G.L .. I 17-10-12: P.L. 1983. ch. 172. I 5. 

17·10·13. Dismissal of appeal - Order entering name on 
lists. - If, upon hearing, the state board shall find that the name of 
the appellant is not entitled to be placed or to remain upon the 
voting list, the appeal shall be dismissed. If, however, the state 
board shall find that the name of the appellant is entitled to be 
placed upon the voting list, the board shall order the name to be 
placed upon that list pursuant to § 17·7-5(a)(3). 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1898. ch_ 583. I 3; C.P.A. 1905. 

I 1227; G.L. 1909. ch. 8. I 31; G.L .• ch. 8. 
I 13: P.L. 1910. ch. 640. I 2; G.L. 1923. ch. 8. 
I 13: G.L. 1938. ch. 313. I 13: G.L. 1956. 

§ 17-10·23; G.L. 1956. I 17-10-14: P.L. 1958. 
ch. 18. I 1; P.L. 1963. ch. 209. I 4: P.L. 1978. 
ch. 203. I 1: G.L .. I 17-10-13; P.L. 1983. ch. 
172. I 5. 

17·10·14. Final list - Certification. - The registration as 
finally corrected pursuant to this chapter shall constitute the voting 
list to be used at the election for which it has been convassed, and 
shall be certified for use pursuant to chapter 19 of this title. Only the 
original of the list need be signed by the board of canvassers, and 
copies thereof may be certified by a stamp duly placed on the copy. 
The voting list shall be deemed a public record; and a copy thereof 
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shall be made available, upon request, to any elector within the city 
or town upon payment of no more than the actual cost of reproduc
tion, Notwithstanding certification of the results of the final can
vass, persons who SUbsequently become ineligible to vote for failure 
to comply with the provisions of § 17-1-3.3 shall not be permitted to 
vote in the election unless and until their residency is established 
pursuant to that section. The names of the ineligible voters shall be 
placed on the challenge list. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1951 (s,s,). ch. 2870. § 6; P.L, 1956. ch, 

3746. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17-10·24; G.L. 1956. 

§ 17·10·15; P,L, 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P,L. 1978. 
ch. 203. § 1; G.L, 1956. § 17·10·14; P,L. 
1983. ch, 172. § 5; P.L, 1985. ch. 308. ! I. 

17-10-15. Use of registration cards at polls. - The local board 
shall remove from the container used for that purpose the original 
registration cards of persons found by the board not to be qualified to 
vote at the election for which the registry has been canvassed pursu
ant to this chapter. Cards so removed shall be carefully preserved in 
a separate file to be maintained for that purpose. Thereupon the 
cards remaining therein shall be secured in their container so that 
no card may be removed without breaking a seal or otherwise mak
ing it appear that a card has been tampered with. The local board 
shall certify that the cards are a true and complete list of all quali
fied voters of the voting district as of the date of the certificate, and 
shall insert the certificate at the front of the container. It shall then 
securely lock and cause the container with the cards remaining 
therein to be delivered, together with the keys thereto, to the war
den to be used as the certified voting lists delivered pursuant to law. 
The local board may, with the approval of the state board, divide the 
registry of any voting district into two (2) or more sections and con
tainers for greater convenience of use at the polls. The container or 
containers and cards shall be used to determine the identity of every 
voter at the polling place, by signature comparison, as provided in 
this title. 

History of Section. ch. 18, § 1; P.L, 1978, ch, 203. § 1: G,L .. 
P,L. 1951 Is,s'), ch, 2870. § 15; G,L. 1956. 4 17·10·15. 

§ 17-10·30; G.L. 1956. § 17·10·16; P.L. 1958, 

17-10-16. Challenge lists. - The local board shall prepare and 
annex a "challenge list" to each voting list so canvassed and certi
fied. The challenge list shall consist of the names and addresses of 
all persons who are determined to be ineligible to vote in the ensuing 
election, at any time after the registration binders have been locked, 
sealed, and certified to serve as the voting list as provided by this 
title. The challenge list shall also contain the names and addresses 
of all persons who have been furnished mail ballots. The challenge 
list shall also contain the names and addresses of all persons who, 
after the registration binders have been locked, become ineligible to 
vote for failure to comply with the provisions of§ 17-1-3.3. Copies of 
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the challenge lists shall be furnished to political party workers at 
each polling place. 

History of Section. ! 1: P.L. 1978. ch. 203. ; 1: P.L. 1981. ch. 
G.L. 1956. ! 17·10·17: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. 312. § 1: P.L. 1983. ch. 172. ! 5. 

17·10·17. Change of registration records on change of vot· 
ing district boundaries. - When the boundaries of any voting 
district shall be changed, it shall be the duty of the local board to 
correct the registration cards and voting lists and to transfer the 
cards of the registered voters affected thereby, and to notify the 
voters by mail, postage prepaid, of the transfer and change. The local 
board shall also notify the secretary of state of the action. 

History of Section. ch. 18. § 1: P.L. 1963. ch. 209. § 4: P.L. 1978. 
P.L. 1951 (,.,.). ch. 2870. § 23: G.L. 1956. ch. 203. § 1: G.L" § 17.10·17. 

I 17·10·6: G.L. 1956, § 17·10·18: P.L. 1958. 

17·10·18. Temporary registration certificates. - Temporary 
registration certificates may be issued by a local board upon proof by 
any qualified voter that the voter's registration card has been erro· 
neously removed from the voting list. The temporary certificates 
shall be issued under the conditions and in the manner prescribed in 
chapter 19 of this title. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1956, § 17·10·19: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. 

i 1: P.L. 1978. ch. 203, § 1: G.L" § 17·10·18. 

17·10·19. False entry or erasure with intent to change vot· 
ing rights. - Every person who shall at any time wilfully or fraudu
lently add a name to a list of voters or erase any name therefrom 
after the list has been corrected for certification pursuant to law or 
make an entry in the registry book or on an original or duplicate 
card with the intent to permit a person to vote who is not otherwise 
qualified to vote or to deprive a qualified elector of his right to vote 
shall be guilty of a felony. 

History of Section. ch. 18. § 1: P.L. 1978. ch. 201, I 7: P.L. 1978, 
P.L. 1951 (,.,.). ch. 2870, § 31: G.L. 1956, ch. 203, § 1: G.L" § 17·10·19. 

§ 17·10·41: G.L. 1956, § 17·10·20: P.L. 1958, 

17·10·20. Neglect of duty by public officers. - Any public 
officer upon whom a duty is imposed by chapters 9 and 10 of this 
title, who shall wilfully neglect to perform the duty, shall be guilty 
of a felony. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1951 (,.,.). ch. 2870, § 30: P.L. 1956, 

ch. 3734, § 1: GL. 1956, § 17·10·42: G.L. 

1956, § 17·10·21: P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1: P.L. 
1978, ch. 201, § 7: P.L. 1978. ch. 203, § 1: 
G.L" § 17·10·20. 
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17·10·21. Right to vote or validity of election unaffected by 
neglect of duty. - The failure of any local board to perform any of 
its duties required by law shall not affect the validity of an election 
or a financial town meeting or the right of any person to vote, except 
as the right to vote may be affected by noncompliance with chapters 
1 and 9 of this title. 

History of Section. cb. 18, I I; P.L. 1978. ch. 203, I I; G.L .. 
P.L. 1951 (s .•. ), ch. 2870, 124; G.L. 1956. I 17·10·21; P.L. 1983, ch. 172, § 5. 

I 17·10-43; G.L. 1956. § 17·10·22; P.L. 1958, 

17·10·22. Certified copies of lists of persons voting. - Every 
clerk of a local board upon payment or tender of his or her legal fees, 
shall furnish to anyone demanding the same, a certified copy of any 
list of voters whose votes have been given in any election. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896, ch. 7, I 12; G.L. 1909, ch. 7, 

I 12; G.L. 1909, ch. 7, I 25; P.L. 1910, ch. 
640, I I; G.L. 1923. ch. 7, § 25; G.L. 1938, ch. 

312, I 26; G.L. 1956, § 17·10-47; G.L. 1956, 
I 17·10·26; P.L. 1958, ch. 18, I I; P.L. 1978, 
ch. 203, I I: G.L., I 17.10·22. 

17·10·23. Certified copies of registration records. - Every 
clerk of a local board shall, upon payment or tender, furnish to any 
person demanding the same, a certified copy of any registration of 
voters, and every town clerk shall also, upon request of any person 
and tender oflegal fees, and without any unreasonable delay, exam· 
ine the records and certify to the estate of any person, and shall 
furnish copies of any instrument or writing which may be on record 
or in the files of his office. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 7, I 13; G.L. 1909. ch. 7, 

I 13; G.L. 1909, ch. 7, § 26; P.L. 1910, ch. 
640. I I; G.L. 1923, ch. 7, § 26; G.L. 1938. ch. 

312, § 27; G.L. 1956, i 17·10-48; G.L. 1956, 
§ 17·10·27; P.L. 1958, ch. 18, I I; P.L. 1978, 
ch. 203, I I; G.L .. I 17.10·23. 

17·1()"24 - 17·10·27. [Repealed.] 

Repealed Sectiona. These sections (G.L. 
1896, ch. 7, II 6, 14, 15, 16; G.L. 1909, ch. 7, 
II 6,14. 15, 16; G.L. 1909, ch. 7, II 19.27-
29; P.L. 1910, ch. 640, I I; G.L. 1923, ch. 7, 
II 19,27 - 29; G.L. 1938, ch. 312, II 20,28 
- 30; G.L. 1956, §I 17·10-49 - 17·10·52; 

G.L. 1956, II 17·10·28 - 17.10·31; P.L. 
1958, ch. 18, § I; G.L., II 17·10·24 -
17·10·27; P.L. 1978. ch. 201. § 7; P.L. 1978, 
ch. 203, § 1), which provided for tax infonna
tion to be forwarded to canvassing authori
ties, were repealed by P.L. 1981, ch. 312. § 2. 

17·10·28 - 17·10-31. [Renumbered.] 

Compilers Note •• 'The 1978 amendment provisions of §§ 17·10·28 - 17-10-31 as 
by chapter 203, § 1 renumbered the former §§ 17·10·24 - 17-10-27. 
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CHAPTER 11 

VOTING DISTRICTS AND OFFICIALS 

SECTION. 
l7·ll·1. 

J7. 11· l.l, 

17-11·2. 

17·11·3. 

17·11·4. 

17·ll·5. 

l7·ll·6. 

17·ll·7. 

17·ll·7.1. 

Division of towns and representa
tive district into voting dis
tricts. 

Combination of voting districts 
for special elections. 

Notice of division or redivision of 
districts. 

Appointment of moderators and 
clerks in the town of Smithfield. 

Election of moderators and clerks 
in towns not divided into repre
sentative districts. 

Election of moderators and clerks 
in towns and cities divided into 
representative districts - Oath 
of office. 

Appointment of district modera
tors and clerks in default of 
election. 

District moderators and clerks 
regularly appointed by board. 

Pool of election officials. 

SECTION. 
17-11-7.2. Appointment of moderators and 

clerks for the town of Narra
gansett. 

17-11-8. Qualifications of moderators and 
clerks - Vacancies. 

17 -11·9. Election of moderator or clerk pro 
tempore. 

17 -11-10. Filling of vacancies by town coun
cil. 

17-11-11. Selection of wardens and clerks in 
cities. 

17·11-12. Qualifications of election officials 
- Vacancies. 

17 -11-13. Appointment and compensation of 
supervisors. 

17-11-14. Supervision of all elections on 
same day. 

17-11-15. Persons ineligible to serve as elec
tion officials. 

17-11-16. Supervision of adjourned elec
tions. 

17-11-17. Telephone - Polling place. 

17-11-1. Division of towns and representative district into 
voting districts. - The local board of any city or town may, on or 
before the sixtieth day preceding any election divide or redivide the 
town, or any representative district in the city or town, into voting 
districts. The local board of each city shall determine voting districts 
by geographical boundaries and by no other means. No voting dis· 
trict shall at any time comprise parts of two (2) or more wards. It 
shall be the duty of the board to divide the town, representative 
district, or ward, as the case may be, so that substantially not more 
than sixteen hundred 0.600) voters shall be served by the same 
polling place; provided, however, subject to the approval of the state 
board, a local board may provide for serving more than sixteen hun· 
dred 0,600) voters in the same polling place where the effect to the 
contrary would be of creating a polling place serving less than one 
hundred fifty (150) voters. A polling place may be located either 
within or without the voting district for which it is established, 
provided that a polling place may be located outside the district only 
upon unanimous determination of the local board and subject to the 
approval of the state board that a suitable place is not available 
within the voting district. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1951 (s.s.). ch. 2870. § 14; G.L. 1956. 

§ l7·ll·1; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1961. 

Supp. 4/91 

ch. 70. § 2; P.L. 1964. ch. 190. § 1; P.L. 1966. 
ch. ll6. § 7; P.L. 1966. ch. 184. § 1; P.L. 
1970. ch. 199. § 1; P.L. 1974. ch. 234. § 1. 
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17-11-1.1. Combination of voting districts for special elec
tions. - The board of canvassers of any city or town, for any special 
election to be held therein at which there will be submitted to the 
voters a question or questions for their approval or rejection but at 
which no state or local officials will be elected, shall have the power 
to combine two (2) or more voting districts within the same ward, 
senatorial and representative district, when in its judgment the com
bination is advisable, and when so combined shall be treated as a 
voting district. Notwithstanding the foregoing, for any special elec
tion at which there is on the ballot for all offices to be filled at the 
election only one candidate for each office, the board of canvassers of 
the city or town shall have the authority to combine likewise two (2) 
or more voting districts, but only upon the approval of the board of 
elections. 

If voting districts are so combined, the local board must advertise 
the combination of districts in a newspaper of general circulation in 
the city or town no less than seven (7) days and no more than 
twenty-one (21) days before the special election. 

History of Section. § 1; P.L. 1966. ch. 116. § 7; P.L. 1986. ch. 
G.L. 1956, § 17-11-1.1; P.L. 1964. ch. 136. 362. § 1; P.L. 1990, ch. 151, § 1. 

17-11-2. Notice of division or redivision of districts. - The 
local boards upon the dividing or redividing of a senatorial or repre
sentative district shall give public notice of what senatorial or repre
sentative districts have been divided or redivided into voting dis
tricts by publication in some newspaper having a general circulation 
in the city or town, and shall post, for a period of forty (40) days, a 
map in the office of the board or in the town clerk's office, showing 
the lines of the voting districts, and shall at all times keep the map 
on file in their respective offices. 

History of Section. § 17-11-2; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1966. 
P.L. 1951 (s .•••• ch. 2870. § 14; G.L. 1956, ch. 116. § 7. 

17-11-3. Appointment of moderators and clerks in the town 
of Smithfield. - Moderators and clerks of voting districts in the 
town of Smithfield shall be appointed by the Smithfield Town Coun
cil. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1988. ch. 630. § 1. 

17-11-4. Election of moderators and clerks in towns not di
vided into representative districts. - Except in the towns of 
Barrington. Middletown. and Warren, moderators and clerks of vot
ing districts in towns not divided into senatorial or representative 
districts shall be elected by and from the qualified electors of their 

Supp. 4191 
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respective voting districts, on the day of the election of town officers 
in the several towns. 

Jlistory of SectiOD. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 38. § 5: G.L. 1909. ch. 48. 

§ 5: P.L. 1910. ch. 640. ! 36: G.L. 1923. ch. 
49.§ 4:G.L.1938.ch.331.1 4:P.L.1941.ch. 

1041. § L P.L. 1955. ch. 3577.! I: G.L. 1956. 
! 17-11-4: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. j I: P.L. 1960. 
ch. 14. j I: P.L. 1966. ch. 116. § 7. 

17·11·5. Election of moderators and clerks in towns and cit· 
ies divided into representative districts - Oath of office. -
Voting district moderators and clerks, and moderators and clerks of 
senatorial and representative districts in any city other than the 
cities of Providence, Pawtucket, Central Falls, Warwick, Cranston, 
Woonsocket, and Newport, and in any town divided into senatorial 
or representative districts, shall be elected by and from the qualified 
electors of their respective districts on the day of the election of city 
or town officers in the city or town; they shall hold their offices as 
prescribed in the charter, or special or general laws, applicable to 
the city or town, respectively; and the voting for them shall continue 
during the whole time limited by law for voting on the day of the 
election_ They shall be engaged to faithfully and impartially dis· 
charge the duties of their office and to support the Constitution and 
laws of the state and the Constitution of the United States. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 38. § 3; G.L. 1909. ch. 48. 

1 3: P.L. 1910. ch. 640. § 35; P.L. 1911. ch. 
677. 1 1; P.L. 1914. ch. 1038, § I: G.L. 1923, 

ch. 49,! 3; G.L. 1938. ch. 331, § 3: P.L. 1941, 
ch. 1041, j I: P.L. 1955, ch. 3577, j I: G.L. 
1956, j 17-11-5; P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1; P.L. 
1966, ch. 116, § 7. 

17·11·6. Appointment of district moderators and clerks in 
default of election. - Whenever voting district moderators and 
clerks, and moderators and clerks of senatorial or representative 
districts have not been elected in any city or town, the local board of 
the city or town shall appoint these officers, at least ten (10) days 
before any election, or district or town meeting, and the officers shall 
hold office until the appointment or election of their successors. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1909, ch. 48, § 3; P.L. 1911, ch. 677, 

I 1; P.L. 1914, ch. 1038, § 1; G.L. 1923, ch. 
49,1 3; G.L. 1938, ch. 331, § 3; P.L. 1941, ch. 

1041,1 I;P.L.1955.ch.3577.1 I:G.L.1956. 
j 17-11-6: P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1; P.L. 1966, 
ch. 116. § 7. 

17·11·7. District moderators and clerks regularly appointed 
by board. - In the towns of Barrington, Bristol, Middletown, 
Portsmouth, Warren, Westerly, and West Warwick, at least ten (10) 
days prior to every election, there shall be appointed by the local 
board thereof, respectively, a moderator and a clerk for each polling 
place, one of whom shall be a democrat and one a republican, and 
who shall be party voters in the district for which they are ap· 
pointed, 
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History of Section. 
PL. 1900. ch. 79B. ; 4; G.L. 1909. ch. 4B. 

; 4; G.L. 1909. ch. 4B. ; 3; P.L. 1910. ch. 640, 
§ 35; P.L. 19l1. ch. 677, ; 1; P.L. 1914, ch. 
103B. ! 1; G.L. 1923, ch. 49, ; 3; G.L. 193B, 
ch. 331. ; 3; P.L. 1941. ch. 1041. ; 1; P.L. 

1955, ch. 3577, ; 1; G.L. 1956, I 17-ll-7; 
P.L. 195B, ch. lB. I 1; P.L. 1960, ch. 14, I 1; 
P.L. 1964, ch. 217.; 1; P.L. 1967, ch. 41. § 1; 
P.L. 1967, ch. 120, § 1; P.L. 19B4, ch. 3ll, 
I 1. 

17-11-7_1- Pool of election officials. - Notwithstanding any 
other general law to the contrary, local boards are authorized to 
create a pool of election officials who shall be available to fill vacan
cies wherever needed. These election officials shall have the same 
training and duties as regular election officials, but shall not be 
restricted to being electors of the voting district to which they may 
be assigned, but must be electors of the city or town. 

History of Section, 
P.L. 1990, ch. 351, § 1. 

17-11-7.2. Appointment of moderators and clerks for the 
town of Narragansett. - Moderators and clerks of the voting dis· 
tricts for the town of Narragansett shall be appointed by the N arra· 
gansett board of canvassers. 

Hi.tory of SectIon. 
P.L. 1990, ch. 451, § 1. 

17-11-8. Qualifications of moderators and clerks - Vacan· 
cies. - The moderators and clerks shall each be able to read the 
Constitution of the state in the English language, and to write their 
names. Every person appointed as aforesaid shall be forthwith noti
fied of his or her appointment and shall, at least three (3) days before 
any election at which that person shall have been appointed to serve, 
accept or decline the appointment, and shall be, at least three (3) 
days prior to the election, sworn to the faithful discharge of his or 
her duties by some member of the board making the appointment. In 
case any person appointed as aforesaid shall neglect to qualify or 
shall be unable or fail to serve, the vacancy shall be filled by the 
board making the appointment, and the appointee shall be of the 
same political party as the person failing to qualify, and shall, before 
serving, qualify before some member of the board. 

Hi.tory of Section. 
G.L. 1905, ch. 48, I 3; P.L. 1910, ch. 640, 

§ 35; P.L. 19l1, ch. 677, § 1; P.L. 1914, ch. 
103B, I 1; G.L. 1923, ch. 49, § 3; G.L. 193B, 

ch. 331, I 3; P.L. 1941. ch. 1041, § 1; P.L. 
1955, ch. 3577, § 1; G.L. 1956, § l7-ll-B; 
P.L. 195B, ch. lB, § 1. 

17-11-9. Election of moderator or clerk pro tempore. - (a) 
In case of the absence of the moderator or of the clerk of any town 
meeting, of a town not divided into voting districts, the town meet· 
ing may elect a moderator or clerk pro tempore, and the town clerk 
shall preside at the election of the moderator. 

supp. 4191 
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(b) In case of the absence of the moderator or of the clerk of a 
voting district in a town not divided into senatorial or representative 
districts, the voting district meeting may elect a moderator or clerk 
pro tempore, and the clerk shall preside in the election of a modera
tor. Five (5) electors at least shall be necessary to constitute a quo
rum for the purpose of electing the moderator or clerk pro tempore. 

(c) In case of the absence of the moderator or of the clerk of a 
senatorial or representative district or of a voting district in a sena
torial or representative district divided into voting districts, the dis
trict meeting may elect a moderator or clerk pro tempore, and the 
clerk shall preside in the election of a moderator. Five (5) electors at 
least shall be necessary to constitute a quorum for the purpose of 
electing the moderator or clerk pro tempore. 

(d) The officer so elected shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of 
his or her duties by any person authorized to administer oaths, and 
shall hold office in the cities of Providence, Pawtucket, Central 
Falls, Warwick, Cranston, Woonsocket, and Newport, and in the 
towns of Barrington, Middletown, and Warren, until a moderator or 
clerk is appointed by the local board respectively and in all other 

Supp. 4191 
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cities and towns until the election and qualification of the officer's 
successor_ 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1B96, ch. 38, § 9; G.L. 1909, ch. 48, 

I 10; P.L. 1910, ch. 640, I 3B; P.L. 1912, ch. 
850, § I; G.L. 1923, ch. 49, § 9; G.L. 193B, ch. 

331, § 7; P.L. 1941. ch. 1041, j L P.L. 1955. 
ch. 3577, § I; G.L. 1956, § 17-11·9; P.L. 
1958, ch. 18, § I; P.L. 1960, ch. 152, § I; P.L. 
1966, ch. 116, § 7. 

17·11·10. Filling of vacancies by town council. - In case of 
the death, resignation, or permanent disability of the moderator of 
any town, or of the moderator or clerk of any senatorial or represen· 
tative district, except in the cities of Providence, Pawtucket, Central 
Falls, Warwick, Cranston, Woonsocket, and Newport, or of any vot
ing district in any town, except the towns of Barrington, 
Middletown, and Warren, not divided into senatorial or representa· 
tive districts, then the town council may fill the vacancy from a list 
of party voters submitted by the party chairman under whose party 
designation the moderator or clerk had been elected. In the absence 
of a submitted list, then the town council may make its choice from 
the primary list of the party which elected the moderator or clerk. 

Hiltory of Section. 
G.L. IB96. ch. 3B, § 10; G.L. 1909, ch. 4B, 

I ll; P.L. 1910, ch. 640, § 39; G.L. 1923, ch. 
49, § 10; G.L. 1938, ch. 331, § B; P.L. 1941, 

ch. 1041. § I; P.L. 1949, ch. 2391, § I; P.L. 
1955, ch. 3577, I 2; G.L. 1956, I l7-11-IO; 
P.L. 195B, ch. IB, § I; P.L. 1960, ch. 152. § I; 
P.L. 1966, ch. 116, § 7. 

17·11·11. Selection of wardens and clerks in cities. - At 
least twenty (20) days before any election, the local board in each 
city shall appoint for each polling place within the city wherein an 
election is to be held a warden and clerk, one of whom shall be a 
republican and the other of whom shall be a democrat. The appoint. 
ments shall be made from a list of not less than ten (10) qualified 
party voters presented to the board by the city or town committee of 
the republican and democratic parties, respectively, the republican 
election officials to be selected from the repUblican list, and the 
democratic election officials from the democratic list, or in case any 
committee shall fail to submit the list within the required time, they 
shall select election officials from the party voters of the same politi. 
cal party as the committee so failing to submit the list. The local 
board may adopt a plan for some or all wardens or clerks to work a 
half.day at half·pay if said plan is consistent with the provisions of 
this section and is approved by the state board, 

History of SectiOD_ I 17-11-11; P.L. 1958, ch. 1B, § I; P.L. 19B9. 
G.L. 193B, ch. 312, § 32; P.L. 1940, ch. B19, ch. 420, § I. 

§ 3; P.L. 1944, ch. 1474, § I; G.L. 1956, 
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17·11·12. Qualifications of election officials - Vacancies.
Election officials shall be qualified electors in the city, town, senato· 
rial or representative district, or voting district in which they are 
appointed to serve, and shall severally be able to read the Constitu· 
tion of the state in the English language and to WTite their names. 
Every person appointed as a warden, clerk, or supervisor shall, 
within forty·eight (48) hours thereafter, be notified in WTiting by the 
clerk of the local board of the appointment; and the person so ap· 
pointed shall, within ninety·six (96) hours after his or her appoint. 
ment, notify in WTiting the clerk of that person's acceptance or decli· 
nation of the appointment, and any vacancy occurring among these 
election officials, whether by declination or refusal to serve or by 
failure to notify the clerk as aforesaid, or by failure from any cause 
to appear at or remain during the time when they are required to 
perform their duties, shall be immediately filled by the local board 
or by the presiding officer thereof, if the board shall not be in session 
from the lists before mentioned, by the substitution of a person of the 
same political party as was the election official first appointed. Each 
of these election officials shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of 
his or her duties before entering upon the performance of his duties. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896. ch. !l. § 32; G.L. 1909. ch. 11. 

§ 35; P.L. i910. ch. 640, § 18; G.L. 1923. ch. 
!l. § 34; G.L. 1938. ch. 312, § 32; P.L. 1940. 

ch. 819. § 3; imp!. am. P.L. 1951 (S.8.), ch. 
2870, § 18; G.L. 1956. § 17·!l·12; P.L. 1958, 
ch. lB. § 1; P.L. 1966. ch. !l6. § 7. 

17·11·13. Appointment and compensation of supervisors.
(a) The local board of each city and town, at least twenty (20) days 
before each election shall appoint two (2) pairs of supervisors for 
each polling place, each pair of which shall comprise one democrat 
and one republican appointed from a list of qualified party voters 
presented and employed in the same manner as provided by this 
chapter for the appointment of wardens and clerks. 

(b) The local board may, in its discretion, and upon recommenda· 
tion of the state board shall, in like manner, appoint one or more 
additional bi·partisan pairs of supervisors for any polling place 
whenever and so long as the appointment is in the judgment of 
either board necessary to facilitate the conduct of an election. 

(c) The supervisors of elections in all cities and towns shall 
severally receive compensation for their services at the minimum 
rate of sixty dollars ($60) per day. 

(d) The local board may adopt a plan for some or all supervisors to 
work a half·day at half· pay if said plan is consistent with the provi· 
sions of this section and is approved by the state board. 

History of SectiOD. 
G.L. IB96. ch. !l. § 32; P.L. 1900. ch. 79B. 

I 4; G.L. 1909. ch. !l. §§ 35.37; G.L .• ch. 11. 
§I 35. 3B; P.L. 1901. ch. 640. §I lB. 21; P.L. 
1919. ch. 1734. § 1; G.L. 1923. ch. 11. §§ 34. 

37; G.L. 193B. ch. 312. §§ 32. 33; P.L. 1940. 
ch. B19. II 3.6; P.L. 1944. ch. 1474.! 1; P.L. 
1951 ( •.• .1. ch. 2B70. § IB; G.L. 1956. §§ 17· 
!l·ll. 17·11·13; G.L. 1956. § 17·11·13; P.L. 
195B. ch. lB. § 1; P.L. 1964. ch. lB. § 1; P.L. 

J 
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1979. ch. 291. ! I: P.L. 1986. ch. 425. i I: 
P.L. 1986. ch. 523. § I: P.L. 1989. ch. 420. 
i 1. 

17·11.14. Supervision of all elections on same day. - When· 
ever any city or town elections shall occur on the same day as an 
election for national or state officers, in any city or town, the super· 
visors appointed hereunder shall be the supervisors for all of the 
elections. 

History of Section. 312. i 34: G.L. 1956, § 17·11·14: P.L. 1958, 
G.L. 1896. ch. 11, § 34: G.L. 1909, ch. 11, ch. 18, § I. 

§ 39: G.L. 1923, ch. 11, § 38: G.L. 1938, ch. 

17·11·15. Persons ineligible to serve as election officials.
No person shall be so appointed or serve as an election official who 
has been convicted, found guilty, pleaded guilty or nolo contendere, 
or placed on a deferred or suspended sentence, or on probation, for 
any crime which involves moral turpitude or which constitutes a 
violation of any of the election or caucus laws of this or any other 
state, No person shall be appointed to serve as an election official 
who is an officer or employee of the United States, of this state, or of 
any city or town of this state except for public school employees, but 
no person shall be disqualified simply because he is a notary public. 
No candidate for any office to be filled at any election shall be ap· 
pointed at the election as an election official. Every election official 
shall make an affidavit before some member of the proper board of 
canvassers, to the effect that he or she is not disqualified by reason of 
the provisions of this section; provided, however, that the provisions 
of this section shall not apply to moderators and town clerks; nor 
shall the prohibition against state, city, or town employees include 
school teachers. The first, second, and fourth sentences of this sec· 
tion shall not apply to the town of Westerly. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896, ch. 11, § 35: G.L. 1909, ch. 11, 

§ 40: P.L. 1910, ch. 640, § 22: G.L. 1923. ch. 
11, § 39: G.L. 1938, ch. 312, § 35: P.L. 1940, 

ch. 819, §§ 3,6: P.L. 1944, ch. 1474, § 2: G.L. 
1956, § 17·11-15: P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § I: P.L. 
1986, ch. 342. § I. 

17·11·16. Supervision of adjourned elections. - In the event 
that a second, adjourned, or subsequent election shall be held in 
accordance with the provisions of this title, the same supervisors of 
election who acted at the first election shall act at the second or 
adjourned or other subsequent election, and shall have and exercise 
the same powers and duties at the second or adjourned or other 
subsequent election as are prescribed by this title for them to have 
and exercise at the first election; and the supervisors shall perform 
the same duties as in the first election. 
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History of SeetiOD. 312. § 36; G.L. 1956. § 17·11·16; P.L. 1958. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 11. § 50; G.L. 1909. ch. 11. ch. 18. § 1. 

§ 55; G.L. 1923. ch. 11. § 54; G.L. 1938. ch. 

17·11·17. Telephone - Polling place. - [fthere is a telephone 
within a polling place, then the owner of the building wherein the 
polling place is located shall allow use of the telephone for official 
business by the warden, clerk, and state inspector during the period 
beginning one hour before the opening of the polling place and end· 
ing one hour after the closing of the polling place. The local board of 
canvassers shall be required to reimburse the owner of the building 
for that portion of any telephone bill resulting from the use of the 
telephone by any of the above-mentioned election officials. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1983. ch. 283. § 1. 
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SECTION. 
17-12-l. 
17-12-2. 

17-12-3. 

17-12-4. 

17-12-5. 
17-12-6. 

17-12-7. 

17-12-8. 

17-12-9. 

PARTY COMMlTIEES AND CONVENTIONS 17-12-2 

CHAPTER 12 

PARTY COMMITTEES AND CONVENTIONS 

Selection of state committees. 
Composition and powers of state 

committees. 
Delegation of powers by state 

committee. 
Endorsements by state commit

tee. 
Acting in other contingencies. 
Election of town and ward com

mittees. 
Composition of city and district 

committees - Appointment. 
Qualifications and tenus of com

mittee members. 
Organization of city. town. and 

SECTION. 
district committees - Officers 
_ List of officers and members. 

17 ·12·9. L Members of ward committees for 
the city of East Providence. 

17·12·10. Rules and management by city, 
town. and district committees. 

17·10·11. Endorsement by local committees. 
17·12·12. Vacancies in local committees. 
17-12-12.1. Vacancies in city or ward commit-

tees. 
17-12-12.2. Failure of ward and city commit

tees to endorse. 
17-12-13. State conventions. 
17-12-14. Election of delegates to national 

conventions. 

17·12·1. Selection of state committees. - Party state commit
tees shall be selected in the manner provided by statute or party 
rule. Any party may by a party rule duly enacted elect to choose the 
members of its party state committee pursuant to the provisions of 
chapter 15 of this title or by any other method agreeable to the party 
state committee; provided, however, that where the method of select
ing party state committee now in force is by caucus, selection hereaf
ter shall be made at a primary election pursuant to the provisions of 
chapter 15 of this title until another method of selection is adopted 
by the party state committee. 

HIstory of SeetIOD. 2100. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17·12-2; G.L. 1956, 
P.L. 1947, ch. 1886. § 3A; P.L. 1948. ch. § 17-12-1; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § l. 

17·12·2. Composition and powers of state committees. 
The state committee of a political party shall be composed as deter
mined by the party. It shall have (1) general oversight of all conven
tions of its party; (2) power to make rules not inconsistent with law 
for the guidance and control of all the political committees of its 
party; (3) power to make a final nomination for any state office for 
which no primary nomination has been made and any local office for 
which no nomination has been made by any authorized city, town, 
ward, or district committee or any duly authorized subcommittee; 
and (4) power to fill vacancies in its own membership and as pro· 
vided in chapter 15 of this title. 

Ifuiory of SectlOD. I 17-l2-3; G.L. 1956. § 17-12-2; P.L. 1958. 
P.L. 1947, ch. 1886, I 4; P.L. 1948. ch. ch. 18. § 1. 

2100. § 1; P.L. 1950. ch. 2476. § 4; G.L. 19~. 
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17·12·3. Delegation of powers by state committee. - The 
state committee of a political party may delegate its authority, by 
rules or resolutions, to its executive committee, or any duly selected 
subcommittee of the executive committee, to act when the entire 
committee is not in session. 

History 0' Section. § 17·12-4; G.L. 1956. § 17·12·3; P.L. 1958. 
P.L. 1947, chi 1886. ! 4; P.L. 1948. chi chi 18. § 1. 

2100, § 1; P.L. 1950. chi 2563. § 1; G.L. 1956, 

17·12·4. Endorsements by state committee. - The state com· 
mittee, or the executive committee or any duly selected subcommit
tee of the executive committee acting under delegated authority 
may, when the town or district committee has failed or neglected to 
do so, within twenty·four (24) weekday hours of the failure, endorse 
and notify the local board of endorsement, if any, of the local candi· 
dates to be voted on, in the primary; it shaH also notify the secretary 
of state of the endorsement, if any, of any candidate to be voted for 
by the state at large; provided, however, that the endorsement of any 
candidate for representative in congress shaH be by the members of 
the state committee who shaH be from that particular congressional 
district; it shaH also notify the secretary of state of the endorsement, 

. if any, of any candidate for state senator or state representative. The 
endorsement shaH be filed with the secretary of state not later than 
four o'clock (4:00) p.m. on the day after the final day for filing decla· 
rations of candidacy, In the event the state committee, or the execu· 
tive committee or any duly selected subcommittee of the executive 
committee acting under delegated authority fails or neglects to en· 
dorse, then aH party candidates shaH be issued nomination papers 
without endorsement. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1947, chi 1886, § 4; P.L. 1948, ch, 

2100, § 1; P.L. 1950, chi 2563, § 1; P.L. 1952, 
chi 2923, § 1; G.L. 1956, § 17·12·5; G.L. 

1956, § 1H2-4; P.L. 1958, ch, 18, § 1; P.L. 
1966, chi 198, § 1; P.L. 1969, chi 36, § \; P.L. 
1987, chi 389, § 3. 

17·12·5. Acting in other contingencies. - Any other contino 
gency that arises pursuant to the provisions of the statutes with 
respect to the election of candidates for state or town office at any 
general, primary, or special election shaH be met by the vote of the 
state committee, or the executive committee, or any duly selected 
subcommittee of the executive committee, of a political party, or by 
the state chairman of the political party if so authorized. If any 
contingency arises under the provisions of the statutes with respect 
to the election of candidates for city office at any general, primary, or 
special election, it shaH be met by vote of the city committee of a 
political party or the executive committee of the city committee or 
any duly elected subcommittee of the executive committee, or by the 
city chairman of the political party if so authorized. For the purposes 
of this section, the term "contingency" shaH mean and include the 
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nonexistence of any required party committee, the failure of any 
existing party committee to act, an adjudication that a primary elec
tion is void, and the death, incapacity, or moving from the jurisdic
tion of a party's nominee prior to a general or special election. This 
section shall apply notwithstanding any provision of chapter 17 of 
this title to the contrary. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 4; P.L. 1948, ch. 

2100, § 1; P.L. 1950, ch. 2563, § 1; P.L. 1952, 

ch. 2923, § 1; G.L. 1956, § 17·12·6; G.L. 
1956, § 17·12·5; P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1; P.L. 
1969, ch. 36, § 2; P.L. 1987, ch. 389, § 3. 

17-12-6. Election of town and ward committees. - The party 
voters of each political party in each ward of each of the cities of the 
state shall, biennially, in every even year, at the primary election 
held to nominate party candidates, elect a ward committee for each 
ward, provided, however, that the ward committees in the city of 
Providence shall be elected quadrennially, and the party voters of 
each political party in each of the towns of the state shall biennially 
at the primary election elect a town committee for the town. 

History of SectiOD. § 17-12·6; P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1; P.L. 1970, 
P.L. 1947, ch. 1886, § 5; P.L. 1948. ch. ch. 35, § 1; P.L. 1975, ch. 149, § 1; P.L. 1988, 

2100, § 1; G.L. 1956, § 17·12·7; G.L. 1956, ch. 84, § 74. 

17-12-7. Composition of city and district committees - Ap
pointment. - The members of the several ward committees in each 
city of the same political party shall constitute the city committee of 
that political party for that city; provided, however, that for the town 
of Lincoln, members of the several council district committees of the 
same political party shall constitute the town committee; and pro
vided further, however, each of the council district committees shall 
consist of an equal number of members as provided in town commit
tee bylaws. For each of the political parties, there shall be a senato
rial district committee for each senatorial district to consist of five 
(5) members where the senatorial district is contained within a sin
gle city or town and to consist of seven (7) members where the sena
torial district includes all or parts of two (2) or more cities or towns. 
Senatorial district committee members shall in the first instance be 
appointed by the chairman of the state committee of that party. 
There shall be a representative district committee for each represen
tative district to consist of three (3) members, where the representa
tive district is contained within a single city or town, and to consist 
of five (5) members where the representative district includes all or 
parts of two (2) or more cities or towns. Representative district com
mittee members shall in the first instance be appointed by the chair
man of the state committee of that party. The senatorial and repre
sentative district committee members shall be qualified electors of 
their respective districts and so appointed shall hold office respec
tively from the date of their appointment and until the next election 
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of the committees and thereafter until their successors shall have 
been duly elected, qualified, and organized. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1974. ch. 42. § 6; P.L. 1982. ch. 20. 

II 7. 8; P.L. 1988. ch. 331. § 1. 

17·12·8. Qualifications and terms of committee members.
(a) No member of a ward, town, or district committee shall hold or 
continue to hold membership on the ward, town, or district commit· 
tee, unless that member shall be a qualified elector of the ward, 
town, or district. 

(b) Except as herein otherwise specifically provided, ward, dis· 
trict, town, and city committee members shall hold office, respec· 
tively, from the date of their election until the next election of the 
committees and thereafter until their successors shall have been 
duly elected, qualified, and organized. 

History of Section. 2100. § 1; G.L. 1956. ; 17·12·9; G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. I 5; P.L. 1948. ch. § 17·12·8; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. I 1. 

17·12·9. Organization of city, town, and district committees 
- Officers - Lists of officers and members. - (a) All city, town, 
and district committees shall organize biennially in the month of 
January in every odd year, provided however, that the city commit· 
tee of the city of Providence shall organize quadrennially. 

(b) Each city committee organized under this section may elect 
not exceeding three (3) officers outside its membership from among 
the voters of the same political party in the city, and the officers 
shall, by virtue of their election, become members of the city com· 
mittee and shall hold office until the next organization meeting of 
the committee. 

(c) Each city committee, each town committee, and each district 
committee, within ten (10) days after its organization. shall file with 
the secretary of state and with the local board a list of its officers and 
members. 

(d) The chairman of the city committee of each political party in 
the city of Providence shall, on or after May 26, 1982, appoint the 
members of a ward committee for each of the several wards of the 
city of Providence. The ward committee members so appointed shall 
hold office until the primary election in 1982 and thereafter until 
their successors shall have been duly elected, qualified, and orga· 
nized. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 6; P.L. 1948. ch. 

2100. § 1; P.L. 1950. ch. 2476. § 5; G.L. 1956. 
§ 17-12·10; G.L. 1956. I 17·12·9; P.L. 1958. 

ch. 18. I 1; P.L. 1967. ch. 54. I 1: P.L. 1970. 
ch. 35. § 1: P.L. 1982. ch. 405. § 1; P.L. 1988. 
ch. 84. § 74. 
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17-12-9.1. Members of ward committees for the city of East 
Providence. - The chairman of the East Providence city commit
tee for each political party shall. on or after May 21. 1982, appoint 
the members of a ward committee for each of the several wards of the 
city of East Providence, The ward committee members so appointed 
shall hold office until the primary election in 1982 and thereafter 
until their successors shall have been duly elected, qualified. and 
organized. 

History of Section. 
P,L, 1982. ch, 432, § 1. 

17-12-10. Rules and management by city, town, and district 
committees. - City, town, and district committees of each political 
party may make rules not inconsistent with the rules of the state 
committee, and except as herein otherwise specifically provided, the 
general management of the affairs of each political party in the 
respective cities, towns, and districts shall be vested in the city, 
town, or district committee, respectively, subject to all state commit
tee rules, 

History of Section. § 17·12.11; G,L, 1956, § 17·12·10; P.L, 1958, 
P,L, 1947, ch, 1886. § 6; P,L, 1948. ch, ch. 18. § 1. 

2100.§ I;P,L, 1950.ch, 2476. § 5;G.L, 1956, 

17-12-11. Endorsement by local committees. - (a) Each 
town, ward, and city committee shall file with the appropriate local 
board the list of candidates in the town, ward, or city which have the 
endorsement of the committees, 

(b) Each district committee shall file with the board of canvassers 
of the city or town of residence of the senatorial or representative 
candidate endorsed, except that if the candidate is a resident of Pro v
idence the endorsement shall be filed with the secretary of state, the 
list of candidates in the district which have the endorsement of the 
committee, 

(c) Endorsements shall be filed with the appropriate local board or 
the secretary of state, as the case may be, not later than four o'clock 
(4:00) p.m. of the day after the last day for filing declarations of 
candidacy, 

History of Section. 
P,L, 1947, ch, 1886, ! 6; P,L, 1948. ch, 

2100.! 1; P,L, 1950, ch, 2476, § 5; P,L, 1952. 

ch, 2923, § 2; G,L, 1956, § 17·12·12; G,L, 
1956, § 17·12·11; P.L. 1958. ch, 18.! 1; P,L, 
1980. ch, 286. ! 1; P,L, 1987. ch, 389. ! 3, 

17-12-12. Vacancies in local committees. - Any vacancy oc
curring in any of the offices of city, town, ward, or district commit
tees shall be filled by the remaining members thereof and any va
cancy occurring in the membership of town, city, ward, or district 
committee shall be filled by the remaining members of the commit-
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tee. A statement of that action by any committee shall be filed as in 
the case of officers and members first chosen. 

History of Section. § 17·12·13: G.L. 1956, § 17·12·12; P.L. 1958. 
P.L. 1947. ch. IBB6. ! 6: P.L. 194B. ch. ch. lB. ! 1. 

2100. \ 1: P.L. 1950. ch. 2476. ! 5: G.L. 1956, 

17-12-12_1. Vacancies in city or ward committees_ - If any 
vacancy shall occur either with respect to any office of a city or ward 
committee or with respect to the membership of any city or ward 
committee, and the vacancy shall not have been filled within forty
five (45) days of the date upon which the vacancy shall occur pursu
ant to the provisions of § 17-12-12, the vacancy shall be filled by the 
city committee of the political party involved or the executive com
mittee of the city committee or any duly elected subcommittee of the 
executive committee or by the city chairperson or the political party 
if so authorized. Such committee shall file a statement setting forth 
the appointment or appointments as in the case of officers and mem
bers first chosen in accordance with § 17-12-11 of the general laws. 

Hi8tory of Section. 
P.L. 1969, ch. 36, § 3: P.L. 1991, ch. 27B. 

§ 1. 

17-12-12.2. Failure of ward and city committees to endorse. 
- Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special act to 
the contrary. in the event that a ward committee or a city committee 
of a political party of a particular city has failed or neglected to do so, 
the executive committee of the city committee of that city, or any 
duly selected subcommittee of the executive committee or the city 
chairman of the political party involved, if so authorized within 
twenty-four (24) weekday hours of the failure, may endorse and no
tify the local board of the endorsement, if any, of the candidates for 
city council, ward committee member, and mayor as the case may 
be, to be voted on in the primary. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1969, ch. 36, § 3: P.L. 19B7, ch. 3B9, 

§ 4. 

17-12-13. State conventions. - There shall be held not later 
than October 14 of every even year a state convention for each politi
cal party. The nominees of a party for senator and for representa
tives in congress, for the five (5) general offices, and for membership 
in the general assembly shall be delegates to the state convention of 
that party. In presidential election years, these conventions shall 
select the party nominees for presidential electors and their names 
shall be placed on the ballot labels for the forthcoming election. The 
state convention shall be for the purpose of adopting a platform for 
its party and for the transaction of such other business as may prop
erly come before the convention. 

Supp. 2192 

J 



115 PARTY COMMITIEES AND CONVENTIONS 17·12·14 

History of Section. 2100. § L G.L. 1956, § 17·12·14; G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 33; P.L. 1948. ch. § 17·12·13: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1. 

17·12·14. Election of delegates to national conventions. -
The local boards of the several cities and towns of the state are 
hereby authorized and directed to furnish for the use of any political 
party in this state, upon written request of the chairman of the state 
central committee thereof, acting under a resolution of the commit· 
tee, voting places in which primary meetings may be held to elect 
delegates to the national convention of the political party. The 
boards shall have the voting places open on the date and during the 
hours requested by the chairman of the committee, and shall furnish 
to the officers appointed to act at the primary meetings such para· 
phernalia, including check lists, as are generally required and used 
in elective meetings; provided, that the political party first request· 
ing as aforesaid the use of the voting places on and for a certain date 
shall be entitled to the use thereof on that date; and if the date is one 
requested by some other political party as aforesaid, the other politi· 
cal party, through the chairman of the committee as aforesaid, may 
request another date. In cities a voting place and paraphernalia 
therefor shall be furnished and provided for each ward into which 
the cities may be divided; and in each of the towns of Burrillville, 
Cumberland, and Lincoln, at least two (2) voting places and the 
paraphernalia therefor, and in every other town at least one voting 
place and the paraphernalia therefor, shall be furnished and pro· 
vided; provided, further, that the local boards shall not be required 
to provide for the compensation for services of the officers appointed 
to act at the primary meetings; nor shall anything contained herein 
be held to affect the method of holding elections already provided for 
by law. 

History of SectIon. 
P.L. 1912. ch. 815. II 1.2; G.L. 1923. ch. 8. 

§ 23; G.L. 1938. ch. 313. § 23; imp!. am. P.L. 

1947. ch. 1886. § 39; G.L. 1956. § 17·12·15; 
G.L. 1956. § 17·12·14; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § I; 
P.L. 1966. ch. 116. § 9. 
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CHAPTER 12.1 

PRIMARIES FOR ELECTION OF DELEGATES TO 
NATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND FOR 

PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCE 

SECTION. 
17·12.1·1. Date of primaries for election of 

delegates to national conven
tions. 

17·12.1·2. Number of delegates to be elected 
- Method of election. 

17-12.1-3. Declaration of candidacy. 
17-12.1-4. Presidential candidates. 
17·12.1·5. Preparation of nomination pa-

pers. 
17-12.1-6. Number of signers required. 
17-12.1-7. Checking and certification of 

nomination papers. 

SECTION. 
17-12.1-8. Presidential preference primary. 
17·12.1·9. Voting for nominees and dele-

gates - Designation of winning 
delegates. 

17-12.1-10. Filling of vacancies. 
17-12.1-11. Form of ballot. 
17-12.1-12. Definitions. 
17-12.1-13. Paper ballots. 
17·12.1·14. R.ecrlunt. 
17-12.1-15. Political party rules. 
17 ·12.1·16. Provisions applicable. 
17-12.1-17. [Repealed.] 

17-12_1-1. Date of primaries for election of delegates to na
tional conventions. - A primary election for the election of dele
gates to the national convention for each political party shall be held 
in the manner hereinafter provided, on the second Tuesday in March 
1984, and every fourth year thereafter. 

History of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1975. ch. 275. § 2; P.L. 1983. ch. 183. 

§ 1. 

17-12_1-2. Number of delegates to be elected - Method of 
election. - At each primary there shall be elected for each congres
sional district of this state such number of delegates and alternates 
as shall be determined by the national committee of the party and as 
certified to the secretary of state not later than the first Tuesday in 
January preceding the primary by the state committee of the party. 
The method of election of candidates for delegate shall be in accor
dance with party rules certified to the secretary of state by the chair
man of the state committee on or before the first Tuesday in January 
of each year a primary is to be held pursuant to this chapter. 

History of SeCtioD. 
P.L. 1975. ch. 275. § 2; P.L. 1979. ch. 287. 

§ 1; P.L. 1983. ch. 183. § 1. 

17-12_1-3_ Declaration of candidacy_ - During the period be
tween January 9 and January 19, both dates inclusive (Saturdays, 
Sundays. and holidays excluded), preceding a primary for election of 
delegates to a national convention, each voter desiring to be a dele
gate at the forthcoming convention shall, on such form as shall be 
provided by the secretary of state, sign his or her name as it appears 
on the voting list and file not later than four (4:00) p.m. of the date of 
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filing with the secretary of state a declaration of candidacy which 
shall include the following information: 

(1) His or her name and address as they appear on the voting list, 
party designation, place and date of birth, and length of residence in 
the state and in the town or city where he or she resides. 

(2) A statement that if elected he or she would comply with all 
party rules of the national committee of the party designated in 
subdivision (1) of this section relating to delegates to national con
ventions and conducting of national conventions. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1975, ch. 275, § 3; P.L. 1983. ch. 183. 

§ 1. 

17·12.1-4. Presidential candidates. - (a) The secretary of 
state shall announce ten (10l days prior to the first day for filing of 
declarations of candidacy by delegates, the names of those bona fide 
national candidates for presidential nominee known to the secretary 
and on or before the date of announcement shall by registered mail 
duly notify the candidates of the secretary's intent to place their 
names on the ballot. 

(b) Any other person seeking the endorsement of a national politi
cal party for which a primary is being held shall at least two (2) days 
prior to the first day of the period for the filing of declarations of 
candidacy by delegates file with the secretary of state (1) a written 
request signed by the chairman of the state committee, or (2) a 
petition signed by at least one thousand (1,000) qualified party 
voters, whose names shall have been previously certified by the local 
canvassers, requesting that the secretary of state place his or her 
name on the ballot, and the secretary of state shall announce his or 
her name as a presidential nominee. 

(c) If any candidate whose name has been announced as a presi· 
dential nominee does not thereafter wish his or her name to appear 
on the ballot, the candidate shall at least thirty (30) days prior to the 
date for the primary file an affidavit with the secretary of state 
stating his or her name may not be placed on the ballot and the 
secretary of state shall not place that candidate's name on the ballot. 
Names of delegates committed to the withdrawn candidate, who are 
otherwise qualified, shall appear on the ballot as uncommitted. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1975. ch. 275, § 2. 

17·12.1·5. Preparation of nomination papers. - Upon receipt 
of the declaration referred to in ~ 17.12.1-3 the secretary of state 
shall prepare nomination papers for each candidate who has quali· 
fied, clearly marked with the candidate's name and the office the 
candidate seeks, and shall. within ten (10) days after the final date 
for filing declarations of candidacy, deliver the nomination papers to 
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the proper candidate or to such persons as the candidate in writing 
designates to receive them. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1975. ch. 275. i 2; P.L. 1990. ch. 350. 

j 1. 

17-12.1-6. Number of signers required. - The nomination pa
pers of a candidate for delegate to a national convention shall be 
signed, in the aggregate, by at least one hundred fifty (150) party 
voters. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1975. ch. 275. § 2; P.L. 1983. ch. 183. 

§ I. 

17-12.1-7. Checking and certification of nomination papers. 
- Each nomination paper shall be submitted on or before four 
o'clock (4:00) p.m. in the afternoon of the thirty-fifth day before the 
presidential preference primary to the local board of the city or town 
where the signers appear to be voters. and the nomination papers 
shall be checked, processed, and certified to the secretary of state by 
the local boards before four o'clock 14:00) p.m. in the afternoon of the 
thirtieth day before the presidential preference primary. In addition, 
each candidate for delegate to a national convention may, on or 
before four o'clock (4:00) p.m. in the afternoon of the thirtieth day 
before the presidential primary, submit to the secretary of state 
documentation from a candidate as set forth in § 17-12.1-4 of this 
chapter that he or she has the approval of the candidate for presiden
tial nominee or approval from the steering/screening committee to 
name the candidates' delegates to be identified with him or her. 

History of SectiOD_ j 1; P.L. 1976. ch. 36. § 1; P.L. 1983. ch. 183. 
P.L. 1975. ch. 275. § 2; P.L. 1976. ch. 27. ; 1; P.L. 1988. ch. 375. § I. 

17-12.1-8. Presidential preference primary. - (a) On the 
same date and at the same time as the election of delegates to na
tional conventions, as provided in * 17-12.1-1, there shall be held a 
presidential preference primary for each political party at which 
each party voter shall have the opportunity to vote his or her prefer
ence for his or her choice for one person to be the candidate of his or 
her party for president of the United States. 

(b) The secretary of state shall place on the ballot labels the name 
of all persons known to the secretary to be bona fide national candi
dates for presidential nominee who have been duly notified and who 
have not filed with the secretary of state the affidavit as provided in 
§ 17-12.1-4, and shall list under the name of each candidate for 
presidential nominee, arranged by lot. the names of all candidates 
for delegates to a national convention who submitted the approval of 
the candidate for presidential nominee as set forth in § 17-12.1-7. 
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All other candidates for delegates to a national convention shall be 
listed on the ballot, arranged by lot, as uncommitted. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1975. ch. 275. § 2. 

17-12_1-9. Voting for nominees and delegates - Designa
tion of winning delegates. - Each voter shall vote, within that 
voter's party primary, for the presidential nominees of that voter's 
choice or may express that voter's choice for no nominee in a space 
provided therefor and designated "uncommitted" and for any or all of 
the number of elected delegates allocated to Rhode Island by the 
respective national committees. The number of delegates and the 
designation of the winning delegates shall be determined pursuant 
to the rules of the political party filed with the secretary of state as 
provided by this chapter. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1975. ch. 275. ; 2. 

17-12_1-10. Filling of vacancies. - Vacancies shall be filled in 
the delegation by the alternates in the order of their plurality and in 
accordance with the rules of the political party. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1975. ch. 275. § 2. 

17-12.1-11. Form of ballot. - (a) The order on the ballot of the 
presidential nominees and delegates and the uncommitted delegates 
shall be chosen by lot under the direction of the secretary of state. 

(b) Individuals committed to a particular presidential candidate 
or uncommitted shall appear in such a manner so that the candi
dates for delegates shall be readily identified with the presidential 
candidate to whom they are committed or shall appear in a manner 
that clearly shows they are uncommitted. 

(c) No person shall appear on the ballot as a candidate for dele
gate more than once. 

(d) There shall be nothing on the ballot to indicate or suggest any 
political party endorsement. 

(e) The secretary of state shall prepare and arrange the ballot 
labels for use in the primaries herein provided which shall include 
as to the candidates for delegates the person to whom the candidates 
are committed and such other information and instruction as the 
secretary of state shall deem necessary. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1975. ch. 275. § 2. 
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17-12_1-12_ Definitions_ - For the purposes of this chapter the 
following terms shall have the meaning indicated as follows: 

(A) "Political party" shall mean any political organization which 
at the preceding general election nominated a candidate for gover
nor and whose candidate for governor at that election polled at least 
five percent (5%) of the entire vote cast in the state for governor. 

(B) "Uncommitted" shall mean a candidate for delegate not ap
proved by, obligated, or committed to any particular presidential 
contender. 

(e) "Bona fide national candidate" shall mean a person who is 
generally recognized nationally as a presidential contender within 
his respective party. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1975. ch. 275. § 2. 

17-12_1-13_ Paper ballots. - Paper ballots may be used as pro
vided in and pursuant to §§ 17-19-2 and 17-19-40. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1975. ch. 275. § 2. 

17-12.1-14. Recount. - Upon application the state board of elec
tions shall conduct a recount for a presidential candidate or delegate 
for a winning candidate when there is a two hundred (200) or less 
vote difference between the losing candidate or delegate and the 
winner. 

lfistory of Section. 
P.L. 1975. ch. 275. § 2. 

17-12.1-15. Political party rules_ - The state chairman of each 
political party shall, on or before the first of January of each year a 
primary is to be held pursuant to this chapter, file with the secretary 
of state a certified copy of the complete rules of the political party 
including, but not limited to, the delegate selection rules and dele
gate procedure for the national convention of the political party. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1975. ch. 275, § 2: P.L. 1983. ch. 183. 

§ 1. 

17-12.1-16_ Provisions applicable. - The appropriate provi
sions of this title shall apply to the primaries held under the provi
sions of this chapter unless clearly inconsistent herewith. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1975, ch. 275. § 2. 
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17-12.1·17. [Repealed.] 

Repealed Sections. This section (G.L. G.L. 1958. § 17-12.1-17; P.L. 1972. ch. 2, § 1) 
1958. j 17·12.1-15; P.L. 1969. ch. 154. § 1; was repealed by P.L. 1975. ch. 275. § I. 
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SECTION. 

PRIMARY VOTING LISTS 

CHAPTER 13 

PRIMARY VOTING LISTS 

SECTION. 

17-13-3 

17·13·1. Preparation and posting ofprelimi
nary lists. 

17-13-4. Consolidated list for each party. 
17-13-5. Lists furnished to parties and can-

17·13·2. Affidavits of error in lists. 
17-13-3. Procedure in primaries for special 

elections. 

didates. 

17·13·1. Preparation and posting of preliminary lists_ - (a) 
In conformity with the requirements of chapter 10 of this title relat
ing to preliminary lists generally, preceding the primary election of 
a political party next prior to a general election each local board 
shall for the party prepare and post in one public place in each of the 
voting districts in its city or town, a separate list of voters with their 
addresses in the districts who are eligible to participate in the pri· 
mary of the respective party in accordance with the provisions of 
chapter 15 of this title. Each list shall be plainly marked with the 
name of the party for which it is prepared. 

(b) In the preparation of any preliminary list there shall be 
stricken therefrom the names of all persons who are ineligible by 
reason of the provisions of § 17·15·24, and are therefore debarred 
from participating in the primary. 

History of Section. 2100. ! I; G.L. 1956. § 17·13·2; G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 18; P.L. 1948. ch. § 17-13-1; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. ! I. 

17·13·2. Affidavits of error in lists. - Any person claiming 
that his or her name has been erroneously included in or omitted 
from a preliminary list may set up that fact in his or her affidavit 
and, if that person files the affidavit with the proper local board 
within five (5) days after the preliminary list has been posted as 
above provided, the local board shall make the proper change in the 
list if satisfied of the proof of the claim. The affidavit shall be open to 
public inspection under such regulations as shall be promulgated by 
the local board. 

History of Section. 2100. § I; G.L. 1956. § 17·13-3; G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. ! 18; P.L. 1948. ch. ! 17·13·2; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § I. 

17·13·3. Procedure in primaries for special elections. - The 
same procedure and sequence shall be followed in the case of a pri· 
mary for a special election, but the state board shall fix and publish 
the various dates and periods in the sequence. 

History of Section. 2100. § I; G.L. 1956. ! 17·13·5; G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. ! 18; P.L. 1948. ch. § 17·13-3; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. ! I. 
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17-13-4_ Consolidated list for each party_ - There shall be 
only one list prepared for each party and the practice of separate 
lists prepared for women and for real, personal, and registry voters 
shall not be followed. 

History of Section. 2100. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17-13-6; G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1947. th. 1886. § 18; P.L. 1948. th. § 17-13-4; P.L. 1958. th. 18. § 1. 

17-13-5. Lists furnished to parties and candidates. - After 
the first meeting held to correct and add to the voting lists as re
quired by this chapter the local boards shall forthwith furnish five 
(5) complete copies of the printed lists to the town or city chairman of 
each political party. The local boards shall furnish certified copies of 
the primary lists to any political party or candidate. 

History of Section. 2100. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17-13-7; G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1947. th. 1886. § 18; P.L. 1948. ch. § 17-13-5; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1. 
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CHAPTER 14 

NOMINATION OF PARTY AND INDEPENDENT 
CANDIDATES 

SECTIOS. 
li·14·1. 
17·14·1.1. 
17·14·1.2. 

17·14·2. 

17·14-2.1. 

17·14·3. 

17·14·4. 

17·14·4.1. 

17·14·5. 
17·14·6. 

Declarations of candidacy. 
Party affiliation. 
Candidate required to be Quali

fied voter in election. 
Candidate required to be Quali

fied \'oter in primary. 
Party candidates not eligible for 

independent nomination and 
independent candidates not eli· 
gible for party nomination. 

Candidates for one or more of
fices. 

Preparation of nomination papers 
for candidates - Combination 
of endorsed candidates - Fur
nishing of nomination papers to 
candidates. 

Party committees - Nomination 
papers unnecessary. 

(Repealed. I 
Statement at head of nomination 

papers. 

SECT!O:O;. 

17·14·7. :-.iumber of signers required for 
nomtnation papers. 

17·14·8. Signing of nomination papers. 
17 ·14·9. :-.iumber of papers signed by same 

voter. 
17·14·10. Affidavit of person obtaining sig· 

natures. 
17 ·14·11. Checking and certification of 

nomination papers - Chal· 
lenge. 

17·14·12. Filing of nomination papers. 
17 ·14-12.1. Certification bv local boards. 
17·14-13. Objections to eligibility of candi-

date or sufficiency of papers. 
17·14-14. Hearings on objections - Wit· 

nesses - Notice. 
17·14-15. Withdrawal of candidacy. 
17-14-16. Certification of names ~f candi· 

dates to secretarv of state. 
17 ·14·17. Replacement of dec~ased endorsed 

candidate. 
17 ·14-17 .1.IRepealed.] 

17·14-1. Declarations of candidacy. - During the last consec· 
utive Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday in June in the even years 
and during the thirty·ninth and fortieth days preceding a primary 
election for a special election or for an election regularly scheduled 
for a time other than the biennial general statewide election, each 
voter desiring to be a candidate at the forthcoming primary or an 
independent candidate on final nomination papers shall, on such 
form as shall be provided by the secretary of state, file a declaration 
of his or her candidacy not later than four (4:00) p.m. of the last day 
for such filing with the secretary of state for congressional and state
wide general offices, or with the local board of the place of the candi
date's voting residence for general assembly, or state committee or 
senatorial and representative district committee or with the appro
priate local board for local officers. Said declaration shall be signed 
by the candidate as his or her name appears on the voting list; 
provided, however, that such signature shall be accepted as valid if 
it can be reasonably identified to be the name and signature of the 
voter it purports to be; and provided further, that a variation of the 
voter's signature by the insertion or omission of identifying titles or 
by the substitution of initials for the first or middle names of both 
shall not in itself be grounds for invalidation of such signature. Said 
declaration shall also include the following information: 

(1) The candidate's name as it appears on the voting list subject, 
however, to the same provisions as relate to the voter's signature on 
said declaration; address as it appears on the voting list, provided 
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that an address which is substantially the same as the address on 
the voting list shall be valid; party declaration if seeking to run in a 
party primary; office sought; place and date of birth; and length of 
residence in the state and in the town or city where he or she resides. 

(2) A certification that he or she is neither serving a sentence. 
including probation or parole. for which he or she was imprisoned 
upon final conviction of a felony imposed on any date nor serving 
any sentence. whether incarcerated or suspended. on probation or 
parole. upon final conviction of a felony committed after November 
5. 1986. 

(3) A certification that he or she has not been lawfully adjudicated 
to be non compos mentis. of unsound mind. 

(4) In the case of candidates for party nomination. a certification 
that he or she has not been a member of a political party other than 
the declared party within ninety (90) days of the filing date. 

(S) If a person is a candidate for a state or local office. a certifica
tion that such person has not within the preceding three (3) years 
served any sentence. incarcerated or suspended. on probation or pa
role. for a crime committed after November S. 1986 upon a plea of 
nolo contendere or guilty or upon a conviction of a felony or for a 
misdemeanor for which a sentence of imprisonment for six (6) 
months or more. whether suspended or to be served as imposed. 

HJ.tory ot Sef!tiOD. 
P.L. 1947, ch. 1886. § 7; P.L. 1948. ch. 

2100. § 1; P.L. 1950. ch. 2476.1 6; P.L. 1953. 
ch. 3202. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17-14-1; P.L. 
1958, ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1961. ch. 70. § 3; P.L. 
1974. ch. 36. § 1; P.L. 1978. ch. 271. § 1; P.L. 

1981, ch. 372, § 2; P.L. 1983, ch. 58. § 1; P.L. 
1987, ch. 293. § 2; P.L. 1987. ch. 389. ! 6; 
P.L. 1989. ch. 389. § 1; P.L. 1989. ch. 439. 
§ 1; PL. 1990. ch. 152. § 1; P.L. 1990. ch. 
153, § 1; P.L. 1990. ch. 395. § 1; P.L. 1991, 
ch. 194. § 2; P.L. 1991, ch. 277. § 2. 

17-14-1.1. Party affiliation_ - Whenever any person shall seek 
elective office. that person shall not have been a member of a politi
cal party other than the declared political party within ninety (90) 
days of the filing of his or her declaration of candidacy. 

Hiltory of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1981. ch. 372. § 3. 

17-14-1.2. Candidate required to be qualified voter in elec
tion. - No person shall be eligible to file a declaration of candidacy 
as an independent candidate nor shall a person be eligible to be a 
candidate or be eligible to be voted for unless the person shall. at the 
time of filing the declaration. be qualified to vote in the election 
within the district for the office which that person seeks. 

Supp. 2/92 
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History" of Section. 
PL. 1987. ch. 389. § 9. 

17-14·2. Candidate required to be qualified voter in pri. 
mary. - No person shall be eligible to file a declaration of candi
dacy, or be eligible to be a candidate or be eligible to be voted for or 
to be nominated or elected in a party primary unless such person 
shall, at the time of filing such declaration be qualified to vote in a 
primary within the district for the office which he or she seeks. 

Hiotory of Section. § 17·14-2; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1966. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 7; P.L. 1948. ch. ch. 200. § 1; P.L. 1968. ch. 247. § 1. 

2100. § 1; P.L. 1950. ch. 2476. § 6; G.L. 1956. 

17·14-2.1. Party candidates not eligible for independent 
nomination and independent candidates not eligible for party 
nomination. - No person who shall have filed a declaration of 
candidacy as an independent candidate pursuant to § 17-14·1 for an 
office for which a party candidate may be nominated pursuant to 
this chapter shall be eligible to file a declaration of candidacy as a 
party candidate for the same office, and no person who shall have 
filed a declaration of candidacy as a party candidate pursuant to 
§ 17-14·1 for an office for which an independent candidate may be 
nominated pursuant to this chapter shall be eligible to file a declara
tion o~ candidacy as an independent candidate for the same office. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1980. ch. 404. § 1; P.L. 1987. ch. 389. 

§ 8. 

17-14·3. Candidates for one or more offices. - Nothing con
tained in §§ 17·14·1 and 17·14·2 shall be construed to prevent a 
voter otherwise qualified from being a candidate in the primary of 
that voter's party for one or more offices either "state" or "local" or 
both, provided that voter's name shall be printed on the official bal
lots or ballot labels. 

History of Section. 2100. § 1; P.L. 1950. ch. 2476. § 6; G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 7; P.L. 1948. ch. § 17-14-3; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1. 

17-14-4. Preparation of nomination papers for candidates 
- Combination of endorsed candidates - Furnishing of nomi· 
nation papers to candidates. - Upon receipt of the declarations 
referred to in § 17·14·1 within two (2) business days of the final date 
for filing endorsements, the secretary of state for statewide candi
dates and the local board for general assembly and local candidates 
shall prepare nomination papers for each person who has filed a 
declaration of candidacy as provided in § 17·14·1; provided, how· 
ever, that a minimum of three (3) sets of nomination papers shall be 
prepared for each candidate whose name appears on nomination 
papers containing the name of a candidate for general assembly and 
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for local office, and provided further, however, that nomination pa
pers for voters from the city of Providence for the offices enumerated 
in § 17-14-1 shall be furnished by the secretary of state. Nomination 
papers shall be prepared with the name of the candidate as it ap
pears on the voting list notwithstanding that the candidate may 
have signed his or her declaration of candidacy other than as such 
candidate's name appears on the voting list. Candidates for nomina
tion for different offices endorsed by the appropriate committee on 
any party shall be combined on the same nomination papers. The 
names of candidates for different offices not endorsed by the appro
priate committee of any party shall not be combined on the same 
nomination papers. Combined nomination papers for endorsed can
didates for general assembly and their respective committees shall 
be furnished by the local board of the general assembly candidate. 
Nomination papers shall be furnished to the local boards by the 
secretary of state and each shall bear the imprint of the state coat of 
arms and such additional language as required by law. Nomination 
papers shall be appropriately marked or color coded to indicate the 
different political parties, the endorsed and unendorsed candidates 
of those parties and independent candidates. 

General assembly and local candidates for nomination may, at 
their own expense, have nomination papers duplicated. The signa
tures obtained on said duplicated nomination papers shall be consid
ered valid if and only if, prior to any signatures being affixed, the 
duplicated nomination papers have been time-stamped by the secre
tary of state or local board of canvassers which issued the original 
nomination papers. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 8: P.L. 1948. ch. 

2100. § 1: P.L. 1950. ch. 2476.1 7: G.L. 1956. 
§ 17·14-4: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1: P.L. 1962. 

ch. 191. § 1: P.L. 1978. ch. 271. § 1: P.L. 
1987. ch. 389. § 8: P.L. 1988. ch. 97. § 1: P.L. 
1988. ch. 376. § 1: P.L. 1989. ch. 389. § \. 

17-14-4.1. Party committees - Nomination papers unneces
sary. - In the case of endorsed candidates for membership on all 
party committees, including state, town, city, district, or ward com
mittees, nomination papers shall not be necessary. In this case the 
filing of the endorsed slate of candidates by the particular committee 
shall be sufficient to nominate the candidates. All non-endorsed can
didates for membership on party committees shall be required to file 
declarations of candidacy and to obtain and file nomination papers 
in the same manner as other candidates for primary election. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1987. ch. 389. 1 9. 



129 NOMINATION OF PARTY AND INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES 17-14-7 

17-14-5. [Repealed.] 

Repealed Sectiona. This section (P.L. ch. 36, § 2), concerning retention of declare-
1947, ch. 1886, § 8; P.L. 1948. ch. 2100. § 1; tiona and delivery of nomination papers, was 
P.L. 1950. ch. 2476. § 7: G.L. 1956. repealed by P.L. 1987, ch. 389. § 7. effective 
§ 17·14·5: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1: P.L. 1961. June 1. 1988. 
ch. 70. § 3: P.L. 1962. ch. 191. § 2: P.L. 1974. 

17-14-6. Statement at head of nomination papers. - At the 
head of the space on the nomination papers where voters are to 
endorse their approval of the candidates shall be printed the follow· 
ing: 

"Each of the signers of this paper by so signing severally certifies 
that he or she is a voter in the area from and for which the endorsed 
candidate (or candidates) seek(s) to be elected." 

History of Section. ch. 2553. § 1: G.L. 1956. § 17·14·6: P.L. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1666. § 8: P.L. 1948. ch. 1958. ch. 18. § 1: P.L. 1980. ch. 388. § 1. 

2100, § 1: P.L. 1950. ch. 2476.! 7: P.L. 1950. 

17-14-7. Number of signers required for nomination papers. 
- (a) United States senator or governor. The nomination papers of a 
candidate for the party nomination or an independent candidate for 
presidential elector, United States senator or governor shall be 
signed, in the aggregate, by at least one thousand (1,000) voters. 

(b) Congressman. The nomination papers of a candidate for the 
party nomination or an independent candidate for representative in 
congress shall be signed, in the aggregate, by at least five hundred 
(500) voters. 

(c) General state offices. The nomination papers of a candidate for 
the party nomination or an independent candidate for any of the 
general offices of the state, excluding governor, shall be signed, in 
the aggregate, by at least five hundred (500) voters. 

(d) State senator. The nomination papers of a candidate for a 
party nomination or independent candidate for senator in any sena· 
torial district shall be signed, in the aggregate, by at least one hun· 
dred (100) voters of the senatorial district. 

(e) State representative. The nomination papers of a candidate for 
party nomination or an independent candidate for a member of the 
house of representatives from any representative district shall be 
signed, in the aggregate, by at least fifty (50) voters of the represen· 
tative district. 

(I) City offices. The nomination papers of a candidate for party 
nomination or an independent candidate for any local office to be 
filled by the voters of any city at large shall be signed, in the aggre· 
gate, by at least two hundred 1200) voters of the city, provided, how
ever, that in the city of Providence at least five hundred (500) signa· 
tures shall be required. 

(g) Voting district moderator or clerk. The nomination papers for 
a candidate for voting district moderator or clerk in any town shall 
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be signed, in the aggregate, by at least ten (10) voters of the voting 
district. 

(h) Other offices. The nomination papers of a candidate for party 
nomination for other offices covered by § 17-15-7, or for the election 
of delegates or for unendorsed party committee candidates, shall be 
signed, in the aggregate, by fifty (50) voters. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1947, ch. 1886. § 9; P.L. 1948. ch. 

2100. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17·14-7; P.L. 1958, 

ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1966. ch. 116. § 10; P.L. 
1982. ch. 160. § 1; P.L. 1987. ch. 389. § 8; 
P.L. 1988, ch. 435. § 1. 

17-14-8. Signing of nomination papers. - Not all endorsers of 
a candidate need sign on the same nomination papers, but endorsers 
who are voters in different cities and towns shall not sign the same 
sheet. Every voter signing a nomination paper shall sign in person 
with his or her name, place of residence, and street number, as it 
appears on the voting list; provided, however, that the signature 
shall be accepted as valid if it can be reasonably identified to be the 
signature of the voter it purports to be; and provided, further, that a 
variation of the voter's signature by the insertion or omission of 
identifying titles or by the substitution of initials for the first or 
middle names or both shall not in itself be grounds for invalidation 
of the signature. Any voter who is unable to write may sign by 
making his or her mark (X) on the nomination paper in the presence 
of two (2) witnesses who shall subscribe their names on the paper as 
witnesses to the signing. 

History of Section. 2100. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17-14-8; P.L. 1958. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 10; P.L. 1948. ch. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1978, ch. 271. I 1. 

17-14-9. Number of papers signed by same voter. - A voter 
may sign any number of nomination papers for any office the voter 
may lawfully vote for at the general election. 

History of Section. 2100. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17-14-9; P.L. 1958, 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 10; P.L. 1948, ch. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1978, ch. 271. § 2. 

17-14-10. Affidavit of person obtaining signatures. - Every 
person who shall obtain signatures of voters upon nomination papers 
shall under oath sign the following statement: 

"I, , of , under oath, make affidavit 
and say that the signers of the within nomination paper (or papers) 
did so sign the paper (or papers) in my presence. 

State of Rhode Island 
_________ , Sc. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this _____ _ day of 
____ , A.D. 19_. 

Notary Public" 
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Hi8tory of Section. 2476, ~ i; G.L. 1956. ~ 17·14·10: P.L 1958, 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886, * 8; P.L. 1950. ch. ch. 18. ~ 1. 

17·14·11. Checking and certification of nomination papers 
_ Challenge. - Each nomination paper for party and independent 
candidates shall be submitted before four o'clock 14:00) p.m. on the 
sixtieth day before the primary to the local board of the ci ty or town 
where the signers appear to be voters or, in the case of special elec. 
tions, on the twenty·eighth day before the primary. Provided, how. 
ever, that nomination papers for independent presidential candi· 
dates and presidental candidates of political parties other than those 
defined in § 17·1·2(1) shall be filed not later than sixty (60) days 
prior to the general election. Each local board shall proceed forth. 
with to check signatures, on each nomination paper filed with it, 
against the voting list as last canvassed or published according to 
law. In the case of candidates for statewide office the local boards 
shall certify the number of names appearing thereon that are in 
conformity with the requirements of § 17·14·8 and after considering 
any challenge under this section shall file all nomination papers for 
the officers forthwith with the secretary of state. In the case of all 
other candidates the local boards shall certify a sufficient number of 
names appearing thereon that are in conformity with the require· 
ments of § 17·14·8 to qualify the candidate for a position on the 
ballot and after considering any challenge under this section and, if 
necessary, certifying any additional valid names, shall file nomina· 
tion papers for general assembly and state and district committee 
candidates forthwith with the secretary of state; provided, however, 
that nomination papers for local candidates shall be retained by the 
local board. If any candidate or the chairperson of any party commit· 
tee questions the validity or authenticity of any signature on the 
nomination paper, the local board shall forthwith and summarily 
decide the question, and for this purpose, shall have the same powers 
as are conferred upon the board by the provisions of § 17·14·14. If 
any challenged signature is found to be invalid, for any reason in 
law, or forged, then the signature shall not be counted. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. 1 11: P.L. 1948. ch. 

2100.1 I:P.L. 1950.ch. 2476.1 8:G.L. 1956. 
i 17·14-11: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. 1 1: P.L. 1961. 
ch. 70. § 3: P.L. 1974. ch. 36. § 3: P.L. 1978. 

ch. 271. § 1: P.L. 1981. ch. 375. & 1: P.L. 
1987. ch. 389. § 8: P.L. 1991. ch. 145. I 1: 
P.L. 1991. ch. 194. § 2: P.L. 1991. ch. 277. 
§ 2. 

17·14·12. Filing of nomination papers. - All nomination pa· 
pers for state offices or officers and all certified lists of candidates for 
local offices or officers shall be filed in the office of the secretary of 
state (the certified lists by the respective local boards), not later than 
fifty·four (54) days before the date of the primary held to nominate 
candidates for general election but when there is a primary to nomi· 
nate candidates for any office mentioned in § 17·15·7 to be voted 
upon at a special election, all nomination papers and lists of local 
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candidates shall be filed in the office on or before the twenty-sixth 
day preceding the day of the special primary election. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1947, ch. 1886. § 12; P.L. 1948. ch. 

2100. ~ 1; P.L. 1950. oh. 2476.' 9: G.L. 1956. 
~ 17-14-12: P.L. 1958. oh. 18,; I: P.L. 1961. 
ch. iO. ~ 3; P.L. 1974. ch. 36, § 4; P.L. 1978, 

ch. 271. ~ I: PL. 1981. ch. 3i5. ~ 1: P.L. 
1987. oh. 389. , 8: P.L. 1988. oh. 84. , 75: 
P.L. 1991, ch. 194. ~ 2: P.L. 1991. ch. 2'77. 
j 2. 

17-14-12_1. Certification by local boards_ - All certified lists 
of candidates for primary, regular and special elections, as well as 
all local questions to be voted on at such elections shall be in final 
form when certified to the secretary of state by the local boards, In 
all instances where there needs to be a reprinting, remailing or 
other such happening of the ballots for a community, except as pro
vided in § 17-14-17, the cost of such reprinting, remailing or other 
happening shall be borne by the local community. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1991, oh. 279, § 1. 

17·14·13_ Objections to eligibility of candidate or suffi· 
ciency of papers_ - When nomination papers have been duly filed, 
and are in apparent conformity with § 17-14-11, they shall be con
clusively presumed to be valid, unless written objections thereto are 
made as to the eligibility of the candidate or the sufficiency of the 
nomination papers or the signatures thereon, All objections shall be 
filed in the office of the secretary of state or of the local board, as the 
case may be, by four o'clock (4:00) p.m, on the next business day after 
the last day fixed for filing nomination papers in the appropriate 
office as heretofore provided, Nothing herein shall be construed to 
prevent the secretary of state or the local board, as the case may be, 
from disqualifying a candidate based on the determination of the 
secretary of state or the local board, acting on its own motion, that 
the candidate is ineligible or the nomination papers or the signa· 
tures thereon are invalid or insufficient, 

History of Section. oh. 18, § I: P.L. 1978, ch. 271. § I: P.L. 1983, 
P.L. 1947, ch. 1886, § 13: P.L. 1948, ch. ch. 172, § 22: P.L. 1987, ch. 389, § 1. 

2100, ! I: G.L. 1956, § 17-14-13: P.L. 1958, 

17·14·14. Hearings on objections - Witnesses - Notice. -
(a) All objections to nomination papers which are required to be filed 
with the secretary of state shall be considered by the state board. 
The secretary of state shall, when requested by the state board, 
forthwith deliver to the board the nomination papers to which objec· 
tion has been filed. The state board may at the hearing on the objec
tions summon witnesses, administer oaths, and require the produc· 
tion of books, papers, and documents. The witnesses shall be sum· 
moned in the same manner, be paid the same fees, and be subject to 
the same penalties for default as witnesses before the superior court. 

Supp. 2.'92 
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A summons may be sworn to and an oath may be administered by 
the board. When an objection has been filed, notice thereof shall be 
forthwith given by registered or certified mail, or by personal ser· 
vice, by the state board, to the candidates, addressed to the residence 
of the candidate as given in the nomination papers, and to any party 
committee interested in the nomination to which objection is made. 

(b) Additional notice may also be given by the state board ifit sees 
fit to do so. The decision of the board shall be rendered within two (2) 
days, exclusive of Sundays and holidays, after filing of objections and 
shall forthwith be certified by the state board to the secretary of 
state. 

(c) All objections to nomination papers for other than state officers 
shall be considered by the local board in the same manner and with 
the same effect as hereinabove provided for hearing of objections to 
nomination papers for state officers by the state board. 

Supp. 2/92 
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History of Section_ G.L. 1956. § 17·14·14: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1: 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 14: P.L. 1948. ch. P.L. 1987. ch. 389. § 8. 

2100.! 1: imp!. am. P.L. 1956. ch. 3717.! 1: 

17-14-15. Withdrawal of candidacy. - A person nominated as 
a candidate to be voted for at a primary or an independent candidate 
may withdraw his or her name from the nomination prior to the date 
of primary by a request signed and duly acknowledged by him or her 
setting forth the reason for the withdrawal, that the withdrawal is 
the candidate's own free act and deed, and that it is not executed as 
the result of any threat or promise made to the candidate. The certif
icate of withdrawal shall be filed in the office where the nomination 
papers were filed within the time prescribed by § 17-14-13 for filing 
objections to nomination papers; provided, however, that if an objec
tion has been filed, the certificate need not be filed until twenty-four 
(24) hours following the decision of the state board, or of the local 
board, relative to the objection. 

History of Section. ch. 18.! 1: P.L. 1989. ch. 224. § 1: P.L. 1989. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 16: P.L. 1948. ch. ch. 437. § 1. 

2100. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17·14-15; P.L. 1958. 

17-14-16. Certification of names of candidates to secretary 
of state. - Following the determination of objections, if any, to the 
nomination papers, the state board or local board shall forthwith 
certify to the secretary of state, the names and addresses of all candi
dates who have filed valid nomination papers. 

History of Section. 1950. ch. 2476. § 10: G.L. 1956. § 17·14·16: 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 15; P.L. 1948. ch. P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1. 

2100. ! 1; P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 14: P.L. 

17-14-17. Replacement of deceased endorsed candidate. -
When an endorsed nominee as a candidate to be voted upon at any 
primary has deceased prior to the holding of the primary, the com
mittee having the original authority to endorse the candidate shall 
substitute as the endorsed nominee for candidate to be voted upon at 
the primary any person qualified to vote at the primary in the place 
and stead of the deceased nominee, provided, however, that forth
with upon receipt of actual knowledge of the death of the endorsed 
nominee by the committee having the original authority to endorse 
the candidate, the committee shall make the substitution herein 
mentioned; and provided further, that the chairman of the commit
tee shall, forthwith upon the substitution, notify the secretary of 
state in writing of the death of the endorsed nominee and of the 
substitution of a nominee as provided herein; and provided further, 
that any substituted nominee shall have been eligible for nomina
tion on the dates as required by and pursuant to the requirements of 
§§ 17-14-1, 17-14-1.1, 17-14-2, and 17-14-2.1. Upon receipt of the 
notice, the secretary of state shall thereupon substitute on the bal
lots or ballot labels, as the case may be, the name of the endorsed 
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nominee who replaces the deceased endorsed nominee as provided 
herein, provided however, that the written notice is received by the 
secretary of state at least fourteen (14) days pnor to the date of the 
primary. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1BB6. § 16A: P.L. 1950. ch. 

2564. § 1: G.L. 1956. § 17·14·17: P.L. 1958. 

17-14-17.1. [Repealed.] 

Repealed Section. This section (P.L. 
197B. ch. 243. § 2: P.L. 19B1. ch. 375. § 1: 
P.L. 1983, ch. 243, § I), concerning filling of 

ch. lB. § 1: P.L. 1967. ch. 112. § 1: P.L. 19B3. 
ch. 243. § 1. 

vacancy upon failure of anyone to qualify. 
was repealed by P.L. 1987, ch. 389, § 7, effec. 
tive June I, 1988. 
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CHAPTER 15 

PRIMARY ELECTIONS 

SECTJOS. 
17.15·1. Date of primaries. 
17 ·15·2. Regular primary date falling on re

ligious holiday. 
17-15-3. Special election primaries. 
17 -15-4. Municipal primaries other than at 

time of general primaries. 
17 ·15·5. Combination of voting districts. 
17-15-6. Conventions and caucuses replaced 

- Parties holding primaries 
- Forms. 

17 ·15· 7. Candidates nominated at prima
ries. 

17·15-8. Listing of candidates on ballots 
and ballot labels. 

17-15-9. Slate voting. 
17-15·10. Use of paper ballots. 
17-15-11. Dispensation with primary when 

no contest. 
17-15-12. Ballot when contest exists. 
17-15-13. Voting places - Primary officials 

- Party officials - Appoint· 
ment. 

17·15·14. Qualifications of primary officials 
- Affidavit. 

17-15-15. Powers and duties of primary offi-
. cials - Compensation. 

17 ·15-16. Vacancies among primary officials. 
li·15-17. Notice of primaries. 
17·15-18. Apportionment of voting machines. 
17 ·15·19. Arrangement and paraphernalia 

at voting places. 
17 ·15·20. Primaries conducted in same man-

ner as general elections. 
17·15-21. Identification of party voters. 
17 ·15·22. Party checkers. 
17·15·23. Affidavit and examination of voter 

not listed. 

SECTION. 

17·15·24. Disqualification by activity in 
other party. 

17·15·25. Nomination papers for delegates to 
constitutional conventions. 

17·15-26. Challenge as to right to vote - Af· 
fidavit. 

17·15·27. Impartiality of officials - Sound 
equipment. 

17·15-28. Voting hours. 
17·15-29. Number of votes required to nomi

nate or elect. 
17·15-30. Tabulation of local returns - Cer· 

tificate of nomination or elec· 
tion. 

17·15-31. Tabulation of state returns - Cer· 
tificates of nomination or elec
tion. 

17-15·32. [Obsolete.1 
17-15-33. Tie vote. 
17 -15·34. Recount petition or other protest. 
17-15-35. Hearing on recount or protest -

Notice - Declaration of nomi· 
nation or election. 

17-15·36. Filing of state and city nomina-
tions. 

17 ·15-37. Filing of town nominations. 
17-15-38. Vacancies among nominees. 
17·15-39. Preservation of primary records. 
17-15-40. Right to nominate by petition pre-

served. 
17-15-41. School committee caucuses unaf-

fected. 
17·15·42. [Repealed.1 
17-15-43. Application of election law. 
17·15-44. Rules - Recommendations for 

amendment of laws. 

17·15·1. Date of primaries_ - A primary election for the nomi
nation of candidates for each political party shall be held in each 
voting district in the manner hereinafter provided on the second 
Tuesday after the first Monday in September in 1962 and in each 
even numbered year thereafter. 

Hi8tory of Section. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 2; P.L. 1948. ch. 

2100. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17·15·1; P.L. 1958. 
ch. 18. j 1; P.L. 1961. ch. 70. j 4. 

17·15·2. Regular primary date falling on religious holiday. 
- In the event that the date for the holding of any primary election 
preceding any general state or municipal election as herein provided 
shall fall upon the day of a religious holiday the primary shall be 
held upon the next business day other than Saturday then following; 
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provided, however, that nothing in this section contained shall be 
deemed to invalidate a primary election once held. 

History of Section. 3581. ~ 1: G.L. 1956. ~ 17·15·2; P.L. 1958. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 2; P.L. 1955. ch. ch. 18. j 1; PL. 1967. ch. 200. j 1. 

17.15·3. Special election primaries. - Party primary elections 
shall also be held for the purpose of nominating candidates for an 
office or offices to be elected at any special election. In the event of a 
special election, the state board shall fix the date or dates on which 
the various party primary elections shall be held, provided, however, 
that all the party primary elections shall have been held by the 
thirtieth day preceding the date fixed for the special election and 
provided further that the date or dates so fixed by the state board 
shall not be a religious holiday or Saturday. 

History of SeCtiOD. 2100. ! 1; G.L. 1956. ! 17·15·3; P.L. 1958, 
PL. 1947, ch. 1886. § 2; P.L. 1948. ch. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1967. ch. 200, § 2. 

17 ·15·4. Municipal primaries other than at time of general 
primaries. - In those cities and towns which now by law hold 
elections for city or town officers on a day other than the Tuesday 
after the first Monday in November biennially in each even year, a 
primary election for the nomination of the city or town officials shall 
be held and the local board shall fix the date thereof; provided, how. 
ever, that the primary election shall have been held by the thirtieth 
day preceding the date fixed for the election, and provided further 
that the date so fixed by the local board shall not be a religious 
holiday or Saturday. 

History of Section. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1961. ch. 70. § 4; P.L. 1967, 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. ! 2; P.L. 1948. ch. ch. 200. § 3. 

2100, § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17·15·4; PL. 1958, 

17·15·5. Combination of voting districts. - Local boards shall 
have the power to combine two (2) or more voting districts within the 
same ward, and senatorial or representative district, when the ab
sence of contests within the voting districts so combined makes this 
combination possible, and when so combined shall be treated as a 
voting district. 

History of Section. ~ 17·15·5; P.L. 1958, ch. 18. § 1; P,L. 1966, 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886, ! 2; P.L. 1948. ch. ch. 116. ! 11; P.L. 1990. ch. 151. § 2. 

2100, § 1; P.L. 1950, ch. 2476, § 2; G.L. 1956. 

Supp. 2192 
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17-15-6_ Conventions and caucuses replaced - Parties 
holding primaries - Forms __ The primary elections thus held 
shall replace the party conventions and caucuses for making the 
nominations herein provided for, but party conventions shall be held 
ior such purposes as are authorized by § 17-12-13. Primaries shall 
be held only by political parties. Except as herein otherwise pro
vided, any and all forms prescribed by this chapter shall be prepared 
and provided by the secretary of state and shall be uniform through
out the state, wherever practicable. 

History of Section. 2100. § 1; P.L. 1950. ch. 2476. § 2: G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1947, ch. IB86, § 2; P.L. 1948. ch. § 17-15-6: P.L. 1958. ch. lB. § 1. 

17·15·7. Candidates nominated at primaries. - (a) At the 
primary elections there shall be nominated candidates for the follow
ing offices, if the offices are to be filled at the succeeding election: 

(1) Senators in the congress of the United States. 
(2) Representatives in the congress of the United States. 
(3) General officers of the state. 
(4) Senators in the general assembly from the respective senato· 

rial districts. 
(5) Representatives in the general assembly from the respective 

representative districts. 
(6) Mayors for the respective cities. 
(7) Members of the city or town councils from the respective 

towns, wards. and districts. 
(8) All other city or town officials heretofore nominated by party 

caucus. convention, or party committees. whose offices are to be 
filled at the regular or special election next succeeding the primary. 
with the exception of candidates for presidential elector who shall be 
selected as hereinbefore provided. 

(b) At the primary elections the members of ward. town. and dis· 
trict committees of the respective political parties shall be elected. 

History of Section. § 17-15-7: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1966, 
P.L. 1947, ch. 1886, § 3; P.L. 1948. ch. ch. 116. § 11. 

2100. § 1; P.L. 1950, ch. 2476, § 3; G.L. 1956. 

17·15·8. Listing of candidates on ballots and ballot labels. 
- The secretary of state shall forthwith upon receipt of the certifi
cates provided for by chapter 14 of this ti tIe cause the proper ballots 
or ballot labels to be prepared for use in the various voting districts. 
Names and addresses of party candidates for a particular office shall 
be printed horizontally and alphabetically opposite and to the right 
of-the names of the office they seek and shall not appear on the ballot 
more than once for the same office; provided. however. the names 
and addresses of candidates having the endorsement of their party 
committees shall be printed in the first col umn at the right of the 
title of the offices they seek and shall be marked with an asterisk (*); 
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provided,' further, however, that in the event that there be more 
candidates for a particular office than the voting machine can ac
commodate in the horizontal column, the names and addresses shall 
be continued in alphabetical order succeeding the last name at the 
extreme right of the column to the next horizontal column beneath 
the column. Names and addresses of candidates shall be printed 
upon the ballots and ballot labels as such names appear on the vot
ing list, notwithstanding that the candidate may have signed his or 
her declaration of candidacy other than as such candidate's name 
appears on the voting list. 

History of Section. 
PL. 1947. ch. 1886. § 15: P.L. 1948. ch. 

2100. § 1: PL. 1950. ch. 2476. § ll: G.L. 

1956. § 17-15-8: PL. 1958. ch. 18. ! 1: P.L. 
1960. ch. 151. ! 1; P.L. 1989. ch. 389. § 2; 
P.L. 1990. ch. 285. ! 1. 

17-15-9. Slate voting. - In a primary election no device shall be 
provided whereby a voter may by one operation vote for a slate of 
candidates. 

History or Section. § ll; G.L. 1956.! 17-15-9; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. 
P.L. 1947, ch. 1886, § 15, as enacted by § 1. 

P.L. 1948. ch. 2100. § 1: P.L. 1950. ch. 2476. 

17-15-10. Use of paper ballots. - Whenever in a particular 
voting district or districts it shall not be possible to include the 
names of all candidates on the ballot labels of the machine arranged 
according to the provisions of § 17-15-8, then the candidates for all 
offices except ward and town committees shall be placed upon the 
voting machines as prescribed by this chapter and for all the candi
dates for ward and town committees to be voted for in the district, 
the secretary of state shall prepare suitable paper ballots which 
shall be used. The paper ballots shall have the candidates' names in 
the same order as prescribed for ballot labels for voting machines as 
prescribed by this chapter. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 15; P.L. 1948. ch. 

2100. § 1: P.L. 1950. ch. 2476. § ll; G.L. 

1956. § 17·15·10; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 
1960. ch. 151. § 1: P.L. 1966. ch. ll6. § ll; 
P.L. 1985. ch. 141. § 1. 

17-15-11. Dispensation with primary when no contest. -
Whenever there is no contest whatsoever within any voting district 
for the officers to be nominated or elected by a particular political 
party for any election, no primary election shall be held in that 
voting district and the secretary of state for state offices or the local 
boards for local offices shall declare those persons elected in the case 
of party committee members or delegates or nominated as candi
dates of a particular party for the office and their names shall not be 
printed on the primary ballot labels but shall be printed on the 
ballot labels for the election for which the nominations are made; 
provided, however, that the party committee members' names and 

Supp. 4'/91 
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the names of the delegates to the state convention of the respective 
party shall not be put on the election ballot. 

History of Section. 1951, ch. 2731, § 1; G.L. 1956. ~ 17-15-11; 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886, § 17: P.L. 1948, ch. P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1. 

2100, § 1: P.L. 1950, ch. 2476, § 12: P.L. 

17-15·12. Ballot when contest exists. - Whenever there is a 
contest within any voting district, a primary election shall be held in 
the voting district and the names of all candidates for state office 
and the names of only those candidates for local office who are con· 
testing a particular local office or offices shall appear on the ballot 
labels. 

HIstory of Section. § 17-15-12: P.L. 1958, ch, 18, I 1: P.L. 1966, 
P.L. 1947, ch. 1886, § 17: P.L. 1951, ch. ch. 1I6, § 1I: P.L. 1987, ch. 389, § 10. 

2731, § 1; P.L. 1953, ch, 3202, § 2; G.L. 1956, 

17·15·13. Voting places - Primary officials - Party offi· 
cials - Appointment. - (a) From lists submitted to it by the chair· 
man of the state committees of each party, the board shall appoint 
and issue commissions to a sufficient number of qualified electors of 
this state to be primary inspectors so that one inspector may be 
assigned for each party to each primary polling place to work with 
the other primary officials of his or her party. The local board shall 
at least twenty (20) days previous to the primary select the place or 
places designated by it for holding the primary election provided for 
by this chapter. The local board shall at least seven (7) days before 
any primary election appoint for each polling place within its city or 
town a primary warden or moderator, and a primary clerk, in the 
following manner: if there are primary contests in both major politi. 
cal parties, the warden and clerk shall be appointed as provided in 
§ 17·11·11; if there is a primary contest in only one of the major 
political parties, the warden and the clerk shall be selected from a 
list submitted by the local committee of the party in which the con· 
test exists, 

(b) The local board shall also appoint, from lists submitted at least 
ten (10) days prior to the date set for the holding of the primaries, 
four (4) supervisors, in the following manner: if there are primary 
contests in both major political parties, one supervisor shall be ap· 
pointed for each party in the manner provided in § 17·11·11 and two 
(2) supervisors, one for each party, shall be appointed from lists 
submitted by a majority of the respective party candidates, other 
than those endorsed by the party committee; if there is no primary 
contest in one of the major political parties, two (2) supervisors shall 
be appointed from a list submitted by the local committee in which 
the contest exists, and two (2) supervisors shall be appointed from a 
list or lists submitted by a majority of the party candidates, other 
than those endorsed by the party committee. The local board may 
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appoint such additional pairs of supervisors as it may deem neces
sary in the same manner above provided_ 

(c) The local board shall also appoint for each party one watcher, 
two (2) checkers, and such number of runners, not to exceed three 
(3), as the appropriate party chairman may deem necessary, which 
watcher, checkers, and runners shaH be designated as party officials. 
These party officials shaH be appointed from lists of qualified elec
tors who are qualified to vote at the respective party primaries 
which lists shaH be furnished as aforesaid to the local board at least 
ten (10) days prior to the date set for the holding of the primary. If 
the party candidates or a majority of them, other than those en
dorsed by the party committee, shaH notify the local board in writing 
of their choices, at least ten (10) days prior to the date set for the 
holding of the primaries, the local board shaH likewise appoint one 
watcher, two (2) checkers, and such number of runners as it shaH 
have appointed at the request of the party chairman, to act for them 
coHectively. The local board shaH give them certificates as party 
officials. 

History of SeetiOD. § 17-15-13; P.L. 195B. ch. lB.! 1; P.L. 1961. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1BB6. § 19; P.L. 194B. ch. ch. 70. § 4; P.L. 1990. ch. 32. ! l. 

2100. § 1; P.L. 1953. ch. 3202, § 3; G.L. 1956. 

17.15·14. Qualifications of primary officials - Affidavit. -
(a) Each warden or moderator and each primary supervisor ap· 
pointed under the provisions of §§ 17-15·13 and 17·15·16 shall be 
able to read the Constitution of the state in the English language, 
and to write his or her name and shaH be a party voter of the senato· 
rial district, representative district, or town, ward, or voting district 
from which he or she is appointed. 

(b) No person shaH be so appointed to serve as a primary official 
who has been convicted, found guilty, pleaded guilty or nolo conten· 
dere, or placed on a deferred or suspended sentence or on probation 
for any crime which involved moral turpitude or a violation of any of 
the election, caucus, or primary laws of this or any other state. 

(c) No person shaH be appointed to serve as such primary official 
who is an officer or employee of the United States, of this state, or of 
any city or town of this state, but no person shaH be so disqualified 
solely because that person is a notary public, or a teacher. 

(d) No person who is seeking nomination or election at any pri· 
mary election shaH act as a primary official at that primary. 

(e) Every primary official shaH make an affidavit before the 
proper local board or some member thereof to the effect that that 
official is not disqualified by reason of the provisions of this section. 

History of SeetiOD_ 2100. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17-15-14; P.L. 195B, 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1BB6. § 19; P.L. 194B, ch. ch. lB. § 1; P.L. 1966. ch. 116. § 11. 
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17-15-15. Powers and duties of primary officials - Com
pensation. - Primary wardens, moderators, clerks, and supervisors 
shaH have the same powers and duties in the conduct of primary 
elections as are conferred and imposed by law upon general election 
ufficials, and they shall receive the same compensation as general 
election officials. 

Supp. 4191 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 

.' 
I 
I 
I, 
I' 
I 
I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I, 
I 
I: 



141 PRIMARY ELECTIONS 17-15-19 

History of SeCtiOD_ 2100. § I; G.L. 1956. § 17·15·15; P.L. 1958. 
P.L. 1947. th. 1886. § 19; P.L. 1948. th. th. 18. § I. 

17-15-16. Vacancies among primary officials. - Vacancies 
occurring among primary officials shall be immediately filled by the 
local boards in the same manner as provided for general elections as 
qualified by § 17-15-13; provided, however, that in the event there 
be no lists available then the local board shall appoint some person 
or persons to fill the vacancy from the primary lists of the party. 

History of SectiOD. 2100. § I; G.L. 1956. § 17·15·16: P.L. 1958. 
P.L. 1947. th. 1886. ! 19: P.L. 1948. th. th. 18. § I; P.L. 1961. th. 70. § 4. 

17-15-17. Notice of primaries. - At least eight (8) days before 
the time of holding any primary election, the local board shall cause 
notice of the primary to be posted in at least one public place in each 
voting district of any city, and in at least one public place in each 
voting district of a town; the notice shall state the time when, and 
the place where, the primary is to be held in each town or voting 
district, and the offices for which candidates are to be nominated; 
provided, however, that the local boards may at their discretion sub
stitute notification by publication in a newspaper having local circu
lation for the above mentioned posting in public places. 

HIstory of SectiOD. 2100. § I: G.L. 1956. § 17·15-17: P.L. 1958. 
P.L. 1947. th. 1886. ! 20: P.L. 1948. th. th. 18. ! I. 

17-15-18. Apportionment of voting machines. - The appor
tionment of voting machines for the primary election of each politi
cal party shall, as far as possible, be on the same basis as for general 
elections except that the determination shall be made with reference 
to the average number of votes received by the candidates of each 
party at the preceding general election. 

History of SectiOD. 2100. ! I; G.L. 1956. § 17·15-18: P.L. 1958. 
P.L. 1947. th. 1886. § 21: P.L. 1948. th. th. 18. § I. 

17-15-19. Arrangement and paraphernalia at voting places. 
- The primary election voting places shall be equipped by the local 
boards with the paraphernalia necessary for conducting elections 
and except as otherwise specifically provided in chapters 12 to 15, 
inclusive, of this title, the voting places shall be arranged wherever 
practicable in the manner provided in chapter 19 of this title. 

History of SectiOD. 2100. § I; G.L. 1956. § 17·15·19: P.L. 1958. 
P.L. 1947. th. 1886. § 22: P.L. 1948. th. th. 18. § I. 
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17-15-20. Primaries conducted in same manner as general 
elections. - Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, primary 
elections shall be conducted as nearly as may be in the manner 
provided in chapter 19 of this title for the conducting of general 
elections; except that the voting in each party shall be cast on sepa
rate voting machines. 

History of Section. 2100. I 1; G.L. 1956. I 17·15-20; P.L. 1958. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 23: P.L. 1948. ch. ch. 18. § 1: P.L. 1961. ch. 70. § 4. 

17·15·21. Identification of party voters. - Before permitting 
any person to vote in a primary election, the warden or clerk and 
bipartisan pair of supervisors assigned by the warden shall ascertain 
from the voting record appearing on the voter's registration record 
that the voter is not disqualified to vote therein by the provisions of 
§ 17-15-24. The ballot applications used by the party voters of each 
party shall be of a distinctive color and the front of the voting mao 
chine booths allocated to each party shall be marked with the same 
color. The warden shall take such steps as may be necessary to 
assure that each voter is directed to a voting machine upon which 
the voter is eligible to vote. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1956. I 17-15-21: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. 

I 1: P.L.' 1961. ch. 70. § 4. 

17·15·22. Party checkers. - The local board shall by written 
rule provide for the presence of party checkers to be seated outside 
the rail next to the warden to make a list of those who vote and for 
the distribution of lists or memoranda to the proper representatives 
or candidates or groups of candidates. 

History of Section. 2100. ! 1: G.L. 1956. I 17-15-22: P.L. 1958. 
P.L. 1947, ch. 1886, § 23: P.L. 1948, ch. ch. 18, § I. 

17·15-23. Affidavit and examination of voter not listed. -
Any voter finding that his or her name is not on the voting list to be 
used at the primary election may make an affidavit before the local 
board, each member of which is hereby empowered to take his or her 
affidavit, that he or she is not disqualified by reason of having voted 
in a primary of another political party and is not otherwise disquali. 
fied. The board may examine the voter and if it finds that the voter 
is qualified to vote in the primary the voter shall, upon making the 
affidavit above provided for, be allowed to vote. For purposes of ad· 
ministering the provisions of this chapter, local boards shall be con· 
tinuously in session during the hours assigned for voting in the town 
or city. 
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History of Section. 2100, § 1; G.L. 1956, § 17·15·25; G.L. 1956, 
P.L. 1947, ch. 1886, § 23; P.L. 1948, ch. § 17·15·23; P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1. 

17·15·24. Disqualification by activity in other party. - No 
person shall be entitled to vote in the primary election of any politi. 
cal party who has voted in a primary election as a member of any 
other political party and has not changed his or her party designa· 
tion as provided in chapter 9 of this title or has designated his or her 
affiliation with any other political party, as set forth in chapter 9 of 
this title. No person shall be debarred from voting in a party pri· 
mary solely because of that person's signing of nomination papers of 
a candidate to be voted for at any primary. But a person having 
designated his or her party affiliation as set forth in chapter 9 of this 
title shall be deemed to have taken part in the primary as a member 
of that political party, and shall be debarred from voting in the 
primary as a member of the opposite political party until that person 
has changed his or her party affiliation as provided in chapter 9 of 
this title, 

History of Section. § 17·15·24; P.L. 1958, ch. 18, I 1; P.L. 1978, 
P.L. 1947, ch. 1888, § 23; P.L. 1948, ch. ch. 107, § 3. 

2100, § 1; G.L. 1956, I 17·15-26; G.L. 1956, 

17·l5·25. Nomination papers for delegates to constitutional 
conventions. - Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter, 
every qualified elector shall be eligible to sign nomination papers for 
candidates for delegates to any constitutional convention. The sign· 
ing of nomination papers for candidates for delegates to any consti· 
tutional convention shall not affect the rights of qualified electors 
under the provisions of this chapter, or any other general or public 
law affecting the qualification of voters. 

History of Section, I 17·15·27; G.L. 1956, § 17·15·25; P.L. 1958, 
P.L. 1951, ch. 2807, II 1, 2; G.L. 1956, ch. 18, I 1. 

17·15-26. Challenge as to right to vote - Affidavit. - Any 
primary official or any watcher may challenge the right of any per· 
son offering himself or herself to vote thereat, and upon the chal· 
lenge being made, the warden shall require that person, before al· 
lowing the challenged person to vote, to make and sign an affidavit 
that the person is a member of the party of which the person claims 
to be a member, and that the person is not disqualified by reason of 
the provisions of § 17·15·24. The state board shall prepare the forms 
for these affidavits, and furnish the warden with a sufficient number 
of them, and three (3) or more copies of them shall be posted up in 
conspicuous places at the voting place, that persons offering them· 
selves to vote thereat may have an opportunity to see and read them. 
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History 0' Section. § 17·15·26: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. j 1: P.L. 1961. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 23: P.L. 1948. ch. ch. 70. § 4. 

2100. § 1: G.L. 1956. § 17·15·28: G.L. 1956. 

17·15·27. Impartiality of officials - Sound equipment. -
The primary officials shall treat all candidates with absolute impar. 
tiality. No sound equipment advocating the election or defeat of any 
candidate or the approval or disapproval of any referenda shall be 
allowed within five hundred (500) feet of any polling place. 

History 0' Section. § 17-15·27: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. , 1: P.L. 1978. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 23: P.L. 1948. ch. ch. 200. § 1. 

2100. § 1: G.L. 1956. § 17·15·30: G.L. 1956. 

17·15-28. Voting hours. - (a) The polls shall be kept open at all 
primary elections during the same hours the polls are kept open in 
the respective city or town for the holding of general elections, pro· 
vided, however, that in the town of Westerly the polls shall be 
opened at nine o'clock (9:00) a.m. for primary elections, special elec· 
tions, and all referenda. 

(b) Provided, however, that in the town of Hopkinton, voting 
hours shall be those enumerated in § 17·18·10. 

History 0' Section. § 17·15·28: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1982. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 24: P.L. 1948. ch. ch. 216. ! 2: P.L. 1982. ch. 342. § 2. 

2100. § 1: G.L. 1956. § 17·15·31: G.L. 1956. 

17·15·29. Number of votes required to nominate or elect.
In determining the nomination or election of a candidate at a pri· 
mary election, the person receiving the largest number of votes, 
although less than a majority of all the votes cast for the candidates 
for a particular office, shall be declared so nominated or elected. 
Where there is more than one person to be elected to a particular 
office or place, those persons equaling that number of officers to be 
elected to the office or place receiving the largest number of votes, 
although less than a majority of all the votes cast for all the candi· 
dates for the office or place, shall be declared nominated or elected, 
as the case may be, unless otherwise provided by existing law. 

History of Section. 1956. i 17·15·35: G.L. 1956. i 17·15·29: P.L. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 25: P.L. 1948. ch. 1958. ch. 18. I L 

2100. § 1: P.L. 1050. ch. 2476. § 13: G.L. 

17·15-30. Tabulation of local returns - Certificate of nomi· 
nation or election. - The local board shall meet on the day follow. 
ing the primary election and shall tabulate the city or town primary 
returns, as the case may be, and announce the results, but shall 
issue no certificates of nomination, or election to party office, until 
the expiration of the period in which a recount may be requested as 
provided in § 17·15·34 and if a request has been filed, the result 
shall be finally determined by the local board. Following the expira· 

, 
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tion of this period and the final determination by the local board, if 
any request for recount be made, the local board shall issue certifi
cates of nomination, or election to party offices, to the candidates so 
nominated or elected. 

History of Section. 2100. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17·15-36; G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886, § 25; P.L. 1948. ch. § 17.15-30; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1. 

17-15-31. Tabulation of state returns - Certificates of nomi
nation or election. - The state board shall proceed to tabulate the 
state primary returns and announce the results, but shall issue no 
certificates of nomination until the expiration of the period in which 
a recount may be requested as provided in § 17-15-34 has expired 
and, if a request has been filed, until the result shall have been 
finally determined by the state board. Following the expiration of 
this period and the final determination by the state board, if any 
request for recount be made, the board shall issue certificates of 
nomination or election to the candidates so nominated or elected. 

History of Section. 2100. § 1; G.L. 1956. I 17-15-37; G.L. 1956, 
PL. 1947, ch. 1666. § 25; P.L. 1948. ch. ! 17.15-31; P.L. 1958. ch. 18, § 1. 

17-15--32. [Obsolete.] 

CompUerl1l Note •• This section (P.L. 1947, tents of any certificate of nomination to state 
ch.1886,§ 25;P.L.I948.ch.2Ioo,§ I;G.L. ,uch facts aa required by § 17-17-1. waa 
1956, § 17·15·38; G.L. § 17·15·32. as enacted deemed obsolete in the 1988 reenactment on 
by P.L. 1958. ch. 18, § 1), requiring the con- account of the repeal of § 17-17-1. 

17-15-33. Tie vote. - If there is a failure to make a nomination 
or to elect a candidate to party office at any primary, by reason of a 
tie vote, the vacancy, if in respect to an office to be filled by the 
voters of more than one city or town, shall be filled by the executive 
committee of the state committee of the respective party except, in 
the case of a senatorial or representative committee, the vacancy 
shall be filled by the members of the senatorial or representative 
district committee, as the case may be, and if in respect to an office 
other than a senatorial or representative district committee to be 
filled by the voters of no more than one city or town, or a portion of a 
city or town, the vacancy shall be filled by the city or town commit
tee of the respective political party: provided, however, that the va
cancy shall be filled only by the choice of one of the candidates 
receiving the tie vote. The name of the candidate so chosen by the 
appropriate party committee shall be officially certified to the state 
board or local board as the case may be. 

History of Section. I 17.15·33; P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1; P.L. 1966, 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886, § 26; P.L. 1948. ch. ch. 116. § 11. 

2100. § 1; G.L. 1956, § 17-15-39; G.L. 1956. 
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17-15-34. Recount petition or other protest. - Any candidate 
whose name was on the primary ballot label on a particular voting 
machine may file with the state board a request for the recounting of 
the votes upon the machine, or other protest concerning the primary 
and any candidate whose name was on the primary paper ballot (in 
case voting machines were not used) may file with the board a re
quest for the recounting of the votes of his or her party cast at a 
particular voting place or places, or other protest concerning the 
primary, provided in either case he or she files the request or protest 
no later than four o'clock (4:00) p.m. on the day following the pri
mary. The request or protest shall contain the candidate's reason for 
making the request or protest. Nothing herein shall be construed to 
prevent the state board, acting on its own motion, from ordering a 
recount or taking appropriate action in response to any error, irregu
larity, or impropriety in the conduct of any facet of the primary 
which comes to its attention at any time prior to the certification of 
the results of the primary. 

History of SectiOIl. § 17.15034; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. I I; P.L. 1983. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 27; P.L. 1948. ch. ch. 172. § 23. 

2100. § I; G.L. 1956. § 17·15-40; G.L. 1956. 

17-15-35. Hearing on recount or protest - Notice - Decla
ration of nomination or election. - Forthwith upon the filing of a 
protest or request the state board shall cause notice in writing to be 
served in such manner as it shall direct, at the expense of the peti
tioner, upon all other candidates of the same political party for the 
same office receiving votes at the primary and shall give notice in 
some public newspaper of general circulation in the voting district or 
districts where the primary took place, of the making of the request 
or protest and the time and place of hearing, which time shall be not 
less than one nor more than three (3) weekdays after the publication 
of the notice. At the hearing all candidates who may be affected by a 
recount may be heard in person or by their representative. The hear
ing and the examination of such voting machines or the recounting 
of such ballots, as the case may be, as may be necessary shall be 
conducted in a summary and expeditious manner, but the result of 
the voting as transmitted to the state board shall not be altered or 
changed by the board except upon satisfactory proof of its incorrect
ness. Following the hearing the state board shall declare what per
son, if any, was lawfully nominated or elected, and shall issue or 
direct the local board to issue to that person a certificate of the 
nomination or election. 

History of SectiOIl. 2100. § I; G.L. 1956. I 17·15-41; G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. I 27; P.L. 1948. ch. I 17.15·35; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § I. 

I 
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17-15-36_ Filing of state and city nominations. - The state 
board and the local boards in cities shall file with the secretary of 
state not later than four o'clock (4:00) p.m. on the fifth day following 
each primary preceding the election, or if the fifth day falls on a 
Sunday or a legal holiday, not later than four o'clock (4:00) p.m. on 
the following day, or not later than the twenty·ninth day preceding a 
special election, certified copies of the certificates issued by it pursu· 
ant to §§ 17·15·30 to 17·15·32, inclusive; provided, however, that in 
the event of a protest, the boards shall be allowed an additional 
forty·eight (48) hours. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 28; P.L. 1948. ch. 

2100. § 1; P.L. 1950. ch. 2476. § 14; G.L. 

1956. § 17-15-42; G.L. 1956. § 17-15-36; P.L. 
1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1962. ch. 191. § 3; P.L. 
1991. ch. 194. § 3; P.L. 1991. ch. 277. § 3. 

17·15·37. Filing of town nominations. - The local boards in 
towns shall file with the town clerk not later than four o'clock (4:00) 
p.m. on the fourth day following each primary preceding the election 
certified copies of the certificates issued by them pursuant to this 
chapter; provided however, that in the event of a protest the local 
board shall be allowed an additional forty·eight (48) hours; and the 
town clerk shall file with the secretary of state within twenty·four 
(24) hours thereafter, exclusive of Sundays and holidays, certified 
copies of the certificates filed with the clerk; and further provided, 
that in towns which now by law hold elections for town officers on a 
day other than the Tuesday after the first Monday in November 
biennially in each even year, or in the event of a special election, the 
certified copies shall be filed with the town clerk not later than the 
tenth day preceding the election or special election. 

History of Section. 1956, § 17·15·43; G.L. 1956. § 17.15·37; P.L. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 28; P.L. 1948, ch. 1958, ch. 18, § 1; P.L. 1962. ch. 191. § 3. 

2100. § 1; P.L. 1950, ch. 2476, § 14; G.L. 

17·15·38. Vacancies among nominees. - Whenever the nomi· 
nee of a party for a particular office dies after the primary or reo 
moves him or herself from the jurisdiction of or as a candidate for the 
office for which the nominee seeks election or becomes physically or 
mentally disabled, the state committee of that party or a duly autho· 
rized subcommittee thereof in the case of state officers, and the ap· 
propriate city, town, ward, or district committee or any duly autho
rized subcommittee thereof in the case of candidates for the other 
offices covered by § 17·15·7, may file with the appropriate authority 
the name of its nominee for the office; Provided however, That ex· 
cept in the case of death, the appropriate committee shall file the 
name with the appropriate authority no later than four o'clock (4:00) 
p.m. of the third day following the last day for the holding of the 
party primaries; and provided further, that any appointed nominee 
shall have been eligible for the nomination on the dates as required 
by and pursuant to the requirements of §§ 17·14·1.1,17·14·2, and 

Supp. 2192 
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17·14·2.1. The person so named shall be the nominee of the party for 
the office, and if in case of death of a nominee time will permit the 
secretary of state shall place the name of the nominee upon the 
election ballot labels. When the withdrawal or death occurs after the 
third day after the last day for holding primaries, the secretary of 
state shall not be required to remove from any mail ballot which has 
already been printed the name of any person who is no longer the 
nominee of a party for a particular office as provided above, and any 
votes cast in any election for any such person shall not be counted. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1947, ch. lBB6, § 29: P.L. 194B. ch. 

2100. § 1: P.L. 1952, ch. 2941, I 1: G.L. 1956. 
I 17·1544: G.L. 1956, I 17·15·3B; P.L. 195B, 

ch. lB. I 1: P.L. 197B. ch. 243. § 1: P.t. 19B3. 
ch. 243. I 2; P.L. 19B7. ch. 3B9, § 10: P.L. 
19B8. ch. B4, I 76: P.L. 1990. ch. 395, I 2; 
P.L. 1991, ch. 173. I 1. 

17.15-39. Preservation of primary records. - All declara· 
tions of candidacy, nomination papers. and all requests for with· 
drawal of names of candidates, whether before or after the holding of 
a primary. when filed. and all protests and requests for recounts, 
shall be open, under proper regulation, to public inspection. and the 
state board shall preserve these records in its office not less than 
twenty·six (26) calendar months from the date of filing. 

HIstory of Section. I 17·15.39: P.L. 195B, ch. lB, I 1; P.L. 1987, 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886, I 30; P.L. 1948. ch. ch. 389. I 10. 

2100, I 1; G.L. 1956. I 17·15·45: G.L. 1956 • 

17·15·40. Right to nominate by petition preserved. - Except 
as herein otherwise specifically provided. this chapter shall not be 
construed to prevent the nominations of candidates by individual 
voters in accordance with the provisions of chapter 16 of this title. 

HIstory of Section. 2100, I 1: G.t. 1956. § 17·15·46: G.L. 1956 . 
P.L. 1947. ch. lBB6. § 32: P.L. 194B. ch. § 17·15·40: P.L. 1958, ch. lB. I 1. 

17·15-41. School committee caucuses unaffected. - All non· 
partisan school district caucuses, specially provided for by statute. 
shall be exempt from the provisions of this chapter. Nothing herein 
contained shall, however. be construed to exempt any caucuses for 
nomination of members of school committees from the provisions of 
chapter 19 of this title. 

Hlatory of Section. § 17·15·41: P.L. 195B. ch. lB. I 1: P.L. 19BB. 
P.L. 1947. ch. lBB6. § 34; P.L. 194B. ch. ch. B4, I 76. 

2100, § 1: G.L. 1956, I 17·15-47; G.L. 1956, 

Supp. 2192 
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17·15·42. [Repealed.] 

Repealed Section8. Section 17-15-42 (P.L. 
1947. ch. 1886. § 35; P.L. 1948. ch. 2100., 1; 
G.L. 1956. § 17·15·48; G.L. 1956. § 17-15·42; 
P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § l; P.L. 1978. ch. 201. § 8; 

P.L. 1987. ch. 389. 1 10; P.L. 1988. ch. 84. 
§ 76), concerning violations with respect to 
elections. was repealed by P.L. 1991. ch. 147, 
§ 1. effective June 16, 1991. 

17·15·43. Application of election law. _ All political party 
primaries shall be construed to be "elections" as defined in this title. 
and all the provisions of this title shall. insofar as consistent with 
the provisions of this chapter, apply to all political party primaries. 

History of Section. 2100. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17·15·49; G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 36; P.L. 1948. ch. § 17·15-43; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § l. 

17·15-44. Rules - Recommendations for amendment of 
laws. - The state board shall have power to make such rules as it 
deems designed to promote the objects and purposes of chapters 12 to 
15. inclusive. of this title. and shall annually report in writing to the 
general assembly the amendments it recommends should be made to 
these chapters. 

History of Section. 2100. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17·15·50; G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 38; P.L. 1948. ch. § 17·15·44; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § l. 

Supp. 2192 
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CHAPTER 16 

FILING OF NOMINATIONS 
~ECTIOS. 

17-16-1 - 17-16-19. [Repealed. I 

17·16·1 - 17·16·13. [Repealed.] 

Repealed Sections. Sections 17.16.1 _ 
17·16-13 and 17·16-16 - 17-16-19 (P.L. 1976, 
ch. 212, § 2; P.L. 1978, ch. 270, §§ 1, 2: P.L. 
1980, ch. 404, § 2; P.L. 1982, ch. 160, § 2; 

17·16.14, 17·16·15. [Repealed.] 

Repealed SeCtioDS. Former §§ 17.16-14, 
17-16-15 (P.L. 1976, ch. 212, § 2; P.L. 1978, 
ch. 270. § 1), concerning time of filing for 
town offices to be filled at regular election 

P.L. 1983, ch. 58, ! 2; P.L. 1983, ch. 172, 
§ 24; P.L. 1983. ch. 317, § 1) of this chapter 
were repealed by P.L. 1987, ch. 389, § 11. 
effective June 1, 1988. 

other than in November and time for filing 
for special elections. were repealed by P .L. 
1990, ch. 408. § 1. effective July 12, 1990. 

17·16·16 - 17·16·19. [Repealed.] 

Repealed. Sections. See the note under 
this heading following § 17.16-1. 

Supp. 4/91 
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CHAPTER 17 

CERTIFICATION AND WITHDRAWAL OF NOMINEES 
SECTION. 

17-17-1 - 17-17-11. (Repealed. I 

17-17-1 - 17-17-11. [Repealed.] 

Repealed Section •. This chapter (G.L. 
1896. ch. 11. §§ 14·20; P.L. 1901. ch. 812. 
§ 2; G.L. 1909. ch. 11. II 16-22; P.L. 1910. 
ch. 640. §§ 13·16; P.L. 1914. ch. 1034. I 4; 
G.L. 1923. ch. 11. I§ 15. 16. 18·21; P.L. 1925. 
ch. 680. I 16; P.L. 1926. ch. 889. I 15; P.L. 
1930. ch. 1599. I 1; G.L. 1923. ch. 11. § 18; 

P.L. 1931. ch. 1758. § 1; P.L. 1938. ch. 2640. 
13; G.L. 1938. ch. 317. §§ 12·18; P.L. 1947. 
ch. 1886. § 37; P.L. 1948. ch. 2100. § 1; G.L. 
1956. §§ 17·17·1 - 17·17·11; P.L. 1958. ch. 
lB. § 1; P.L. 1966, ch. 116, § 13), concerning 
certification and withdrawal of nominees, 
was repealed by P.L. 1982. ch. 366, § 1. 
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CHAPTER 18 

ELECTIVE MEETINGS 

SECTION. 
Ii·IB·l. Warning and organization of town 

elective meetings. 
17·18·2. Warning and organization of ward 

elective meetings. 
17·18·3. Warning and organization of sena

torial district, representative 
district. and voting district 
meetings. 

17-18-4. Return of warrant. 
17·18·5. Date of general elective meetings. 
17-1S-S.1. Elections falling on religious holi-

day. 
17 ·18·6. District moderator and clerk. 
17·18·7. Place and time of district elective 

SECTION. 

17 ·18·8. 

meetings - Moderator and 
clerks as quorum. 

Town and elective meetings con-
tinuouslv open for voting. 

17·18-9. District meetings open whole day, 
17·18-10. Time of opening of polls. 
17·18·11. Time of closing of polls. 
17·18-12. Adjournment of ward and district 

meetings. 
17·18·13. Reopening of town elective meet· 

ings - CertificB:tes. . 
17·18·14. Application to votmg machme 

elections. 

17·18·1. Warning and organization of town elective meet· 
ings. - Town meetings for purposes of election shall be warned and 
organized as is or may be provided by la w for the warning and 
organization of town meetings for other purposes, unless otherwise 
specially directed, and shall be held at the times by law appointed. 

History of Secdon. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 9. § I; G.L. 1909. ch. 9., 1. 

P.L. 1910. ch_ 640. § 3; G.L. 1923. ch. 9., I. 

G L ,938. ch. 314. § I; G.L. 1956. § 17-18-1; 
P L '958. ch. 18. l 22. 

17·18·2. Warning and organiza tion of ward elective meet· 
ings. - Ward meetings in cities for purposes of election shall be 
warned and organized as is or may be by law, or by the charters of 
the cities, provided, and all meetings shall be held at the times by 
law appointed; provided, that in the cities of Providence, Pawtucket, 
Central Falls, Newport. Cranston. Woonsocket, and Warwick the 
meetings shall be warned by the local boards. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896, ch. 9, § 2: P.L. 190~. ch 1~1,IO 

§ 3; G.L. 1909. ch. 9, § 2: P.L. 19!O ch ;.i..411 

§ 3; P.L. 1916. ch. 1422. ~ 3: p L. l~;!U .. " 

: '-I:'.). ~ :1. C.L. 1923, ch. 9, § 2: P.L. 1926, ch. 
"C< , :J. P L '927. ch. 1085. § 3; G.L. 1938. 
,n ",. 2; G.L. '956, § 17-18-2; P.L. 1958, 
.. h : -I. ~ L 

17-18-3. Warning and orKIlnization of senatorial district 
representative district. and "otinK district meetings. - Senato~ 
rial district meettngs. repre""nt,ltlve dlstr.ICt meetmgs, and voting 
district meetings for the purp<, .... " of electIon shall be warned and 
organized as is or may be h~' tdw provided. and notice of all these 
meetings shall be gtven by 'he (It'· '>r town clerk issuing his or her 
warrant, directed to the town ... r~eant or one of the constables of 
that city or town_ dlrectln~ him '>r her to post, at least seven (7) days 
before the day apPOinted for the .... m...,ttngs, written notifications in 
one or more publIC plac"",, In each "otlngdlstrict, and in each senato • 
. I nd representattve d"trlct not d"',ded into votl' d' t . t f rIa a ng IS TIC S, 0 
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the time when, and place where, each meeting is to be held, and of 
the business required by law to be transacted therein, and stating in 
the warrant the time of the opening and closing of the polls at each 
elective meeting to be held in that city or town; provided, that in the 
cities of Providence, Pawtucket, Central Falls, Newport. Cranston. 
Warwick. and Woonsocket the notice shall be given and posted by 
the local board. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 9. I 12; G.L. 1909. ch. 9. 

I 12; G.L. 1909. ch. 9. § 3; P.L. 1910. ch. 640. 
I 3; P.L. 1916. ch. 1422. I 3; P.L. 1920. ch. 
1975. I 3; G.L. 1923. ch. 9. § 3; P.L. 1926. ch. 

924. § 3; P.L. 1927. ch. 1085. § 3; G.L. 1938. 
ch. 314. § 3; P.L. 1956. ch. 3697. § 1; G.L. 
1956. I 17·18-3; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 
1966. ch. 116. I 14. 

17-18-4. Return of warrant. - The officer charged with the 
service of the warrant shall, previous to the meetings. make return 
to the respective district clerks of his or her doings upon the war
rant. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 9. I 13; G.L. 1909. ch. 9. 

§ 13; G.L. 1909. ch. 9. § 4; P.L. 1910. ch. 640. 

§ 3; G.L. 1923. ch. 9. § 4; G.L. 1938. ch. 314. 
§ 4; G.L. 1956. I 17·18-4; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. 
I I. 

17-18-5. Date of general elective meetings_ - A meeting of 
the electors of every city, town, senatorial district. representative 
district, and of every voting district shall be held biennially in the 
even years on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November 
at a place to be designated and furnished by the local boards of the 
respective towns and cities at the expense of the towns and cities, 
respectively, for the purpose of organization. and voting for general 
officers, senators and representatives in the general assembly, repre
sentatives in congress, and electors of president and vice-president of 
the United States, if to be chosen, and for such other officers as are to 
be chosen on that day. 

History or SecdoD. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 9. § 4; P.L. 1901. ch. 806. 

§ 8; G.L. 1909. ch. 9. § 4; G.L. 1909. ch. 9. 
§ 7; P.L. 1910. ch. 640. § 3; G.L. 1923. ch. 9. 

§ 7; G.L. 1938. ch. 314. § 7; G.L. 1956. 
§ 17-18-5; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1966. 
ch. 116. § 14. 

17-18-5.1. Elections falling on religious holiday_ - In the 
event that the date for the holding of any state or municipal election, 
other than the general election held on the first Tuesday next after 
the first Monday in November in even numbered years, shall fall 
upon the day of a religious holiday, on which the doctrines of a faith 
would prohibit its followers from voting, the election shall be held 
upon the next business day other than Saturday then following; 
provided, however, that nothing in this section contained shall be 
deemed to invalidate any election once held. 
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History of Section. 
PL. 1978. ch. 51. § 1. 

17·18·6. District moderator and clerk. - The officers of a vot· 
ing district shall be a moderator and a clerk. The moderator shall 
preside in all meetings of his or her district until his or her successor 
is elected and qualified. The moderator shall have the same author· 
ity in these meetings as moderators of town meetings have, and 
shall be subject to the same penalties for wilful violation or neglect 
of duty. The clerk shall keep a record of the proceedings of the meet
ings in his or her district, and, after a choice of officers in his or her 
district, shall, in writing duly certified, notify the town or city clerk 
thereof; provided, that in the cities of Providence, Pawtucket, Cen· 
tral Falls, Newport, Cranston, Woonsocket, and Warwick the notifi
cation shall be made to the local board. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 9. §§ 7.8. 11; G.L. 1909. ch. 

9. §§ 7.8. 11; G.L. 1909. ch. 9. § 8; P.L. 1910. 
ch. 640. § 3; P.L. 1916. ch. 1422. § 3; P.L. 
1920. ch. 1975. § 3; G.L. 1923. ch. 9. § 8; P.L. 

1926. ch. 924. § 3; P.L. 1927. ch. 1085. § 3; 
G.L. 1938. ch. 314. § 8; G.L. 1956. § 17·18·6; 
P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § I; P.L. 1966. ch. 116. 
I 14. 

17-18-7. Place and time of district elective meetings - Mod
erator and clerks as quorum. - Voting district meetings shall be 
held by the electors thereof at the times by law appointed and at the 
places designated by the local board of the respective cities and 
towns; and the moderator and clerk, when present, shall constitute a 
quorum of electors for the opening of the polls for voting for all civil 
officers, except for moderator and clerk. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 9. I 3; G.L. 1909. ch. 9. § 3; 

G.L. ch. 9. § 6; P.L. 1910. ch. 640. § 3; G.L. 

1923. ch. 9. § 6; G.L. 1938. ch. 314. I 6; G.L. 
1956. § 17·18·7; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. I I; P.L. 
1966. ch. 116. § 14. 

17-1/1-8. Town and elective meetings continuously open for 
voting. - All town meetings and elective meetings for the election 
of general officers, senators and representatives in the general as
sembly, representatives in congress, and electors of president and 
vice-president of the United States, shall be opened at a specified 
hour in the forenoon and shall be continuously kept open for voting 
until a specified hour in the afternoon, as provided in §§ 17·18-10 
and 17-18-11. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 9, I 14; G.L. 1909. ch. 9. 

I 14; G.L. 1909. ch. 9. § 9; P.L. 1910. ch. 640. 

I 3; P.L. 1917. ch. 1519.1 1; G.L. 1923. ch. 9. 
I 9; G.L. 1938. ch. 314. 1 9; G.L. 1956. 
I 17·18-8; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. 1 1. 
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17-18-9. District meetings open whole day. _ In the election 
of general officers, representatives in congress, and electors of presi
dent and vice-president of the United States, and of city officers of all 
cities. and in the election of senators and representatives in the 
general assembly, the town, ward, senatorial and representative dis
trict, and voting district meetings of the several cities and towns 
shall be kept open for voting during the whole time of voting for the 
day. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 9. § 14; G.L. 1909. ch. 9. 

§ 14; G.L. 1909. ch. 9. § 5; P.L. 1910. ch. 640. 

§ 1; G.L. 1923. ch. 9. § 5; G.L. 1938. ch. 314. 
§ 5; G.L. 1956. § 17·18·9: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. 
I 1; P.L. 1966. ch. 116. § 14. 

17-18-10. Time of opening of polls. - (a) Elective meetings in 
the cities and towns hereinafter named shall be opened for the pur
pose of voting at the hours specified for each particular city or town 
as designated in the specific time hereinafter set forth. 

(1) Barrington Polls open at 7 a.m. 
(2) Bristol Polls open at 8 a.m. 
(3) Burrillville Polls open at 9 a.m. 
(4) Central Falls Polls open at 7 a.m. 
(5) Charlestown Polls open at 7 a.m. 

(6) Coventry 
(7) Cranston 
(8) Cumberland 
(9) East Greenwich 
(10) East Providence 
(11) Exeter 
(12) Foster 
(13) Glocester 
(14) Hopkinton 
(15) Jamestown 
(16) Johnston 
(17) Lincoln 
(18) Little Compton 
(19) Middletown 

(20) Narragansett 
(21) Newport 
(22) New Shoreham 
(23) North Kingstown 

(24) North Providence 

for the biennial general 
election and 9 a.m. for 

all other elections 
Polls open at 7 a.m. 
Polls open at 7 a.m. 
Polls open at 8 a.m. 
Polls open at 7 a.m. 
Polls open at 7 a.m. 
Polls open at 7 a.m. 
Polls open at 8 a.m. 
Polls open at 7 a.m. 
Polls open at 6 a.m. 
Polls open at 8 a.m. 
Polls open at 8 a.m. 
Polls open at 8 a.m. 
Polls open at 7 a.m. 
Polls open at 8 a.m. 

and 7 a.m. for Pres:den 
tial Elections only 

Polls open at 7 a.m. 
Polls open at 8 a.m. 

Polls open at 12 noon 
Polls open at 7 a.m. 

for the biennial general 
election and 8 a.m. for 

all other elections 
Polls open at 7 a.m. 
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(25) North Smithfield Polls open at 8 a.m. 
(26) Pawtucket Polls open at 7 a.m. 
(27) Portsmouth Polls open at 7 a.m. 
(28) Providence Polls open at 7 a.m. 
(29) Richmond Polls open at 6 a.m. 
(30) Scituate Polls open at 7 a.m. 
(31) Smithfield Polls open at 7 a.m. 
(32) South Kingstown Polls open at 7 a.m. 
(33) Tiverton Polls open at 8 a.m. 
(34) Warren Polls open at 8 a.m. 
(35) Warwick Polls open at 7 a.m. 
(36) Westerly Polls open at 6 a.m. 
(37) West Greenwich Polls open at 7 a.m. 
(38) West Warwick Polls open at 7 a.m. 
(39) Woonsocket Polls open at 8 a.m. 
(b) Provided, however, that in all special or primary elections in 

the towns of Hopkinton, Westerly, Richmond, and Little Compton 
polls shall open at 9:00 a.m. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 9, II 15, 18, 20; G.L. 1909, 

ch. 9, §§ 15, 18, 20; G.L. 1909, cb. 9, §§ 9, 10; 
P.L. 1910, cb. 640, I 3; P.L. 1912, ch. 781, 
§ 1; P.L. 1917, ch. 1519, I 1; P.L. 1919, cb. 
1774, § 1; P.L. 1922, ch. 2191, § 1; G.L. 1923, 
ch. 9, § 10; P.L. 1924, ch. 554, I 1; P.L. 1925, 
ch. 744. § 6; P.L. 1926, ch. 762, § 1; P.L. 
1929, cb. 1334, I 1; P.L. 1930, ch. 1598, § 1; 
P.L. 1933, cb. 2041, § 1; P.L. 1934, ch. 2102, 
§ 1; P.L. 1936, ch. 2395, § 1; P.L. 1938, ch. 
2803, I 1; G.L. 1938, ch. 314, I 10; P.L. 1942, 
ch. 1210, § 1; P.L. 1944, ch. 1399, § 1; P.L. 
1944, cb. 1413, § 1; P.L. 1944, ch. 1427, I 1; 
P.L. 1953, cb. 3057, I 1; P.L. 1953, ch. 3102, 
I 1; P.L. 1953, ch. 3122, I 1; P.L. 1955, cb. 
3445, I 1; P.L. 1955, ch. 3505, § 1; G.L. 1956, 
§ 17-18-10; R.P.L. 1957, ch. 22, I 1; R.P.L. 

1957, ch. 72, I 1; P.L. 1958. cb. 18, I 1; P.L. 
1980, ch. 9, I 1; P.L. 1961, ch. 131, § 1; P.L. 
1961, ch. 179, § 1; P.L. 1963, ch. 157, § 1; 
P.L. 1964, ch. 179, I 1; P.L. 1965, ch. 5, § 1; 
P.L. 1966. ch. 276, § 1; P.L. 1967, ch. 4, I 1; 
P.L. 1967, ch. 29, § 1; P.L. 1988, ch. 13, § 1; 
P.L. 1971, ch. 37, § 1; P.L. 1972, ch. 23, § 1; 
P.L. 1973, ch. 27, § 1; P.L. 1973, ch. 266, § 1; 
P.L. 1973, ch. 273, § 1; P.L. 1974, ch. 18, I 1; 
P.L. 1976, ch. 52, § 1; P.L. 1977, ch. 33, § 1; 
P.L. 1978, ch. 10, § 1; P.L. 1982, ch. 216, § 1; 
P.L. 1982, ch. 342, § 1; PL. 1985, ch. 38, I 1; 
P.L. 1985. ch. 95, I 1; P.L. 1985, ch. 148, § 1; 
P.L. 1985, ell. 205, § 1; P.L. 1987. ch. 614, 
I 1; P.L. 1988, ch. ll, I 1; P.L. 1988, ch. 51, 
§ 1; P.L. 1989, ch. 38, § 1; P.L. 1989, cb. 40, 
§ 1; P.L. 1989, ch. 230, § 1; P.L. 1989, ch. 
532, I l. 

17-18-11. Time of closing of polls. - Elective meetings in all 
cities and towns shall be continuously kept open for voting until 9 
p,m., provided that any qualified voter who is within the building in 
which the elective meeting is being conducted and is waiting in line 
to vote at 9 p.m. shall be entitled to cast his or her vote. When all 
persons so entitled to vote shall have been afforded a reasonable 
opportunity to do so, the polls shall be closed. 

Hiotory of SectiOD. 
G.L. 1896, ch. 9, II 16, 17, 19, 20; G.L. 

1909,ch.9,§§ 16,17, 19,20;G.L. 1909,ch.9, 
I§ 9, ll, as enacted by P.L. 1910, cb. 640, 
I 3; P.L. 1912, cb. 781, I 2; P.L. 1917, cb. 
1519. I 1; P.L. 1918, ch. 1625, I 1; P.L. 1921, 
ch. 2023, § 1; G.L. 1923, ch. 9, I ll; P.L. 
1924, ch. 554, § 1; P.L. 1925, ch. 807, I 1; 

P.L. 1925, ch. 744, § 6; P.L. 1933, ch. 2064, 
I 1; P.L. 1934, ch. 2102, I 2; P.L. 1935, ch. 
2221, § 1; P.L. 1936, ch. 2288, § 1; P.L. 1936, 
ch. 2395, § 2; G.L. 1938, ch. 314, I ll; P.L. 
1939, ch. 755, § 1; P.L. 1942, ch. 1210, I 1; 
P.L. 1944, ch. 1399, I 2; P.L. 1944, ch. 1402, 
I 1; P.L. 1944, ch. 1413, § 2; P.L. 1948, ch. 
1707, I 1; P.L. 1950, cb. 2445, I 1; P.L. 1950, 
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ch. 2480. § 1: P.L. 1950. ch. 2489. § 1: P.L. 
1950. ch. 2526. § 1: P.L. 1951. ch. 2770. § 1: 
P.L. 1955. ch. 3445. I 2: P.L. 1955. ch. 3468. 
§ 1: P.L. 1955. ch. 3578. § 1: P.L. 1956. ch. 
3774. § 1: G.L. 1956. § 17·18·11: R.P.L. 1957. 
ch. 22. § 2: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1: P.L. 1959. 

ch. 6. § 1: P.L. 1960. ch. 82. § 1: P.L. 1961. 
ch. 131. I 2: P.L. 1961. ch. 154. § 1: P.L. 
1961. ch. 179. i 2: P.L. 1964. ch. 2. § 1: P.L. 
1964. ch. 100. § 1: P.L. 1964. ch. 119. § 1: 
P.L. 1964. ch. 142. i 1: P.L. 1964. ch. 5. I 2: 
P.L. 1966. ch. 116. § 14. 

17·18-12. Adjournment of ward and district meetings. - In 
cities other than the city of Providence, and in towns divided into 
voting districts, ward and district meetings held therein respectively 
for the election of city, town, ward, and voting district officers, or any 
of them, shall at the time of the closing the polls therein prescribed 
by law, stand adjourned to the seventh day next from and after the 
day so appointed unless the seventh day shall fall on a legal or 
religious holiday, and in that event to the day following the holiday, 
with like adjournment therefrom; provided, however, that there 
shall be no election held on Saturday, and if the day of any adjourn
ment fall on Saturday, the meeting shall stand adjourned to the 
Monday following, unless that Monday be a legal or religious holi· 
day, in which case the adjourned election shall proceed on the next 
following day which is not a legal or religious holiday. 

History of Section. 315. I 1: G.L. 1956. I 17·18·12: P.L. 1958. 
P.L. 1901, ch. 829. § 17; GL 1909. ch. 10. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 19£6, ch. !l6, § 14. 

I 16: G.L. 1923, ch. 10, § 16: G.L. 1938, ch. 

17·18-13. Reopening of town elective meetings - Certifi· 
cates. - If in any case in a town not divided into voting districts 
there shall be no election of the town officers voted for who are 
required to be elected by the people, or of any of them, the polls may 
be reopened and proceedings shall be had until an election takes 
place. In those towns, after the declaration of the result of the voting 
for town officers, the town clerks shall give certificates of their elec· 
tion to the persons elected town officers. 

History of Section. 315, § 2: G.L. 1956, I 17·18·13; P.L. 1958, 
P.L. 1901. ch. 829, § 18; G.L. 1909, ch. 10, ch. 18, § 1. 

§ 17; G.L. 1923, ch. 10, § 17; G.L. 1938, ch. 

17·18-14. Application to voting machine elections. - The 
provisions of this chapter shall govern elective meetings held in 
accordance with the provisions of chapter 19 of this title, ifand so far 
as they are applicable and not inconsistent with the provisions of 
chapter 19. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896, ch. 9, § 22; G.L. 1909. ch. 9, 

I 22: G.L. 1896. ch. 9, § 12; P.L. 1901, ch. 

640. § 3: G.L. 1923, ch. 9, § 12: G.L. 1938, ch. 
314, ! 12; G.L. 1956, I 17·18·14; P.L. 1958, 
ch. 18, § 1. 
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CHAPTER 19 

CONDUCT OF ELECTION, AND VOTING MACHINES, 
AND SUPPLIES 

SECTION. 

17·19-1. 
17·19·2. 
17·19·3. 

17·19·3.1. 

17·19·3.2. 
17·19·3.3. 
17·19·4. 

17·19·4.1. 

17·19·5. 

17·19·6. 
17·19· 7. 

17·19·7.1. 
17-19·7.2. 

17·19·8. 
17·19·9. 
17·19·10. 

17·19·11. 

17·19-12. 
17·19·13. 

17·19-14. 

17·19·15. 
17·19·16. 

17-19·17. 

17·19·18. 

17·19·19. 

17·19·20. 

~7·19·21. 

Definitions. 
Voting machines. 
Voting machines - Specifica

tions. 
Polling places to be accessible to 

physically handicapped. 
Handicapped and elderly persons. 
Telephones at polling places. 
Voting machines - State board 

- Number to be furnished. 
Increase in number of voting ma

chines required. 
Printing and furnishing of ballot 

labels. 
Ballot labels - Arrangement. 
Local candidates and questions _ 

Certification - Ballot labels. 
Listing of at-large candidates. 
Names and addresses of candi-

dates. 
Ballot labels - Form. 
Party emblems. 
Sample ballots - Contents 

Distribution. 
Eleetion return forms - Con

tents. 
Delivery of election supplies. 
Exhibition of machines for in

structional purposes. 
Preparation of machines for elec

tion - Inspection - Sealing. 
Party levers. 
State election inspectors - Ap

pointment - Duties - Com
pensation. 

Custody of machines - Duties of 
local boards - Posting of sam
ple ballots. 

Examination of machines prior to 
opening of polls. 

Custody of machines during vot· 
ing. 

Repair or replacement of defective 
machines. 

Arrangement of polling places -
Election officials - Police offi
cers. 

17-19-22. Party checkers. runners, and 
watchers. 

17-19-23. Wardens and supervisors 
Powers and duties. 

17 ·19-23.1. Certification and appointment of 
election officials. 

'upp. 4/91 

SECTION. 

17·19·24. Procedure for voting - Signature 
identification. 

17·19·25. Ballot applications preserved -
Duty of clerk. 

17-19·26. Models for instruction - Assis
tance to voters in operation of 
machine. 

17·19-26.1.Voting assistance. 
17·19-27. Affidavit as to identity of voter 

challenged - Penalty for false 
affidavit. 

17·19-28. Temporary registration certifi
cates. 

17 ·19-29. Certificates and affidavits as pub
lic records. 

17·19-30. Voters who register by making a 
mark rather than signature. 

17·19-31. Irregular ballots. 
17 ·19·32. Recording and signing of returns. 
17-19·33. Sealing of machine - Sealing and 

forwarding of returns and keys. 
17·19·34. Declaration of results and certifi· 

cates of election in towns not di
vided into districts. 

17·19-35. Guarding machines until resump
tion of custody by board. 

17-19-36. Tabulation of town returns -
Opening of machines - Certifi
cate of election. 

17·19-37. Tabulation of state returns -
Opening of machines - Certifi
cate of election. 

17·19-38. Custody of machines pending re-
turn to state board. 

17·19·39. Power to open machines. 
17·19-40. Paper ballots. 
17-19-41. Violations by public officers. 
17·19·42. Tampering with voting machines. 
17-19-43. Tampering with sample ballot. 
17-19-44. Officer tampering with machine. 
17 ·19·45. Fraudulent election returns. 
17·19-46. False instructions as to operation 

of machines. 
17·19·47. Improper possession of voting ma-

chine keys or duplicates. 
17 -19-48. Posting of duplicate cards. 
17 ·19·49. Political literature and influence. 
17·19·50. Candidates listing on ballot. 
17-19-51. Priority for elderly voters. 
17 ·19-52. Priority for disabled voters. 
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17-19-1. Definitions_ - As used in this chapter, except as other
wise required by the context: 

(a) "Warden" shall include moderator; and vice versa; 
(b) "Machine" shall mean any voting machine of a type or make 

approved by the state board; 
(c) "Device" shall mean the lever, knob, button, or other mechani

cal contrivance connected with the face of a voting machine, by 
which the voter shall register his or her vote; 

(d) "Face" shall mean that portion of the voting machine facing 
the voter as he or she enters to vote, upon which are arranged and 
displayed the devices by which he or she is to register his vote; 

(e) "Counter" shall mean the numbered wheels, dials, or other 
mechanism of a voting machine whereby the votes for each candi
date and upon each question are indicated, recorded, and counted; 
and the term "protective counter" shall mean a separate counter 
which cannot be reset, and which records the total number of move
ments of the operating lever. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935.ch.2195. § 2;G.L. 1938. ch. 318. 

§ 2; P.L. 1940. ch. 818. § 1; imp!. am. P.L. 

1947, ch. 1886. ii 36.39; P.L. 1948. ch. 2151. 
§ 1; G.L. 1956. § 17-19-1; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. 
i I. 

17-19·2_ Voting machines_ - Subject to the provisions of this 
chapter, voting machines which shall have been approved by the 
state. board shall be used in all state, city, or town elections includ
ing elections at which amendments to the Constitution of the state 
shall be submitted to the electors for approval, provided that paper 
ballots may be used whenever, due to any unforeseen contingency, 
there is human impossibility of using voting machines, and the de
termination by the majority vote of all of the members of the state 
board that the contingency does or does not exist shall be final and 
conclusive. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195, I 1; G.L. 1938. ch. 318, 

ill. 24; G.L. 1938. ch. 318. II I, 23; P.L. 
1940. ch. 818. I 1; imp!. am. P.L. 1947, ch. 

1886. II 36.39; P.L. 1956, ch. 3755, I 1; G.L. 
1956. §§ 17-19-2. 17·19-3; G.L. 1956, 
§ 17-19·2; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. I I. 

17·19·3. Voting machines - Specifications. - (I) The state 
board may approve any type or make of voting machine provided 
that it shall not approve any machine unless it shall be so con· 
structed and shall operate in such manner as to meet the following 
requirements: 

(a) It shall enable the voter to: 
(1) Vote in secrecy; 
(2) Vote for all candidates of political parties or organizations, and 

for or against questions as submitted; 
(3) Vote for all the candidates of one party or in part for the candi· 

dates of one or more other parties; 

Supp. 4191 
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(4) Vote for as many persons for an office as the voter is lawfully 
entitled to vote for, but no more; 

(5) Vote on any question the voter may have the right to vote on; 
(b) It shall prevent the voter from voting for the same person more 

than once for the same office; 
(c) The machine shall correctly register or record, and accurately 

count, all votes cast for any and all persons, and for or against any 
and all questions and shall be provided with: 

(1) A "protective counter," a counter built into the machine, which 
cannot be reset and which records the total number of movements of 
the operating lever; 

(2) A counter which shall show at all times during an election how 
many persons have voted; 

(3) A mechanical model, illustrating the manner of voting on the 
machine, suitable for the instruction of voters; 

(4) A lantern, or a proper substitute for one, which shall give 
sufficient light to enable voters while voting to read the ballot and 
suitable for use by the election officers in examining the counters; 

(5) A screen, hood, or curtain which shall be made and adjusted as 
to conceal the voter and the voter's action while voting; it must have 
a face to which each device can be affixed and accurately labeled so 
as to show clearly and distinctly the office, the name and address of 
the candidate, and the party which the device represents; and in the 
case' of each party device, so that the device can show the party 
emblem. The face shall be of such size, and so constructed, as to 
permit of the arrangement thereon of each device and its label, in 
horizontal rows, or vertical columns, each party to have one row or 
column, as the board of elections may designate; 

(d) The machine may also be provided with one device for each 
party, for voting for all the presidential electors of that party by one 
operation, and a ballot therefor containing only the words "presiden
tial electors for" preceded by the name of that party and followed by 
the names of the candidates thereof for the offices of president and 
vice-president, and a registering device therefor which shall register 
the vote cast for those electors when thus voted collectively; pro
vided, however, that means shall be furnished whereby the voter can 
cast a vote in part for the candidates for presidential electors of one 
party, and in part for those of one or more other parties or in part or 
in whole for persons not nominated by any party; 

(e) It shall correctly register, by means of mechanical counters, 
the number of voters by whom it is used, and every vote cast for each 
candidate and upon each question, and it shall be capable of being so 
closed during the time the polls are open that no person can see or 
know the number of votes registered for any candidate, person, or 
question. The counters shall be so attached to the machine that by 
means of labels or numbers they can be clearly identified with the 
devices on the face by which they are operated; 

(f) The machine shall also be provided with: (1) a lock or locks by 
means of which the operation of the devices and the movement of the 
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voting, counting, and registering mechanism may be absolutely pre
vented and prohibited, whenever the prevention and prohibition is 
required by law; (2) a latch so placed on the outside of the machine 
that it cannot be operated unless the operator is standing on the 
outside of the machine. The latch shall be so constructed that the 
voter can push it in just before he enters the machine and that the 
operation will allow the voter to vote but once and when the voter 
has voted, the latch will snap back and lock the machine against 
voting until the next voter pushes the latch in. 

(II) Any machine that does not conform in all respects to the fore
going requirements of subsections (l)(a) through (l)(f) inclusive shall 
not be approved by the state board. 

History of Section. 818, § I; G.L. 1956. § 17-19-4; G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. § 4; G.L. IS38. ch. 318. § 17-19·3; P.L. 195B. ch. lB. § 1. 

§ 4; G.L. 193B. ch. 31B. § 3; P.L. 1940. ch. 

17-19-3_1. Polling places to be accessible to physically 
handicapped_ - Whenever practicable at no additional cost, every 
polling place shall be situated in a building architecturally and 
structurally suited for ready access by the handicapped. 

History of SectiOD. 
P.L. 19B3. ch. 51. § 1. 

17-19-3_2_ Handicapped and elderly persons_ - By January 
1, 1986, every polling place shall be situated in a building which can 
be entered and exited by handicapped and elderly persons. "Handi
capped persons" as used in this section are persons having a tempo
rary or permanent physical disability. "Disability" for the purpose of 
this section means a serious impairment of mobility. "Elderly per
son" as used in this section means a person who is sixty-five (65) 
years of age or older. The state board of elections shall establish 
guidelines as to the accessibility of buildings to the elderly and 
handicapped voters. The state board of elections is empowered to 
grant, upon the application of the board of canvassers, an exception 
permitting it to maintain a polling place in a nonconforming build
ing. An exception shall only be granted when the board of can
vassers demonstrates to the satisfaction of the board of elections that 
there is no public building within the voting district which meets the 
requirements of this section or which can be brought into compliance 
by a reasonable expenditure of funds. If a conforming building is 
unavailable within the voting district. the board of elections shall 
provide to the board of canvassers an alternative method or an alter
native location outside the voting district for handicapped and 
elderly persons who request in advance of the election an alternative 
means of casting their ballot on election day. 

J 
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History of Section. 
P.L. 1984. ,h. 369. ; 2: P.L. 1985. ,h. lOt. 

~ 1. 

17·19·3.3. Telephones at polling places. - Every polling place 
shall have a telephone available for the use of any election official 
for the purpose of carrying out his official functions and duties. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1985. ,h. 177. § 1. 

17·19·4. Voting machines - State board - Number to be 
furnished. - For each voting district and for each town not divided 
into voting districts the state board shall furnish one or more voting 
machines as the situation and number of voters in that district or 
town may require. The machines furnished by the state board shall 
be equipped with ballot labels and adjusted for recording the votes of 
electors. At each voting place. both in cities and in towns. at least 
one machine shall be furnished for every five hundred (500) quali· 
fied electors, or fraction thereof. in excess of one hundred (100) 
whose names are upon the voting list used at the voting place and 
entitled to use the machines. as certified to the state board by the 
local boards on or before the tenth day of September. next preceding 
an election. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935. ,h. 2195. § 5: P.L. 1938. ,h. 

2640. § 2: G.L. 1938. ,h. 318. I 5: G.L. 1938. 

,h. 318. I 4: P.L. 1940. ,h. 818. § I: P.L. 
1953. ch. 3203. § I: G.L. 1956. § 17·19·5: 
G.L. 1956. I 17.19·4: P.L. 1958. 'h. 18. § 1. 

17·19·4.1. Increase in number of voting machines required. 
- Notwithstanding the provisions of § 17·19·4. as amended. for 
each voting district and for each town not divided into voting dis· 
tricts the state board of elections shall furnish one or more voting 
machines as the situation and number of voters in that district or 
town may require in all non· partisan primaries and elections; pro· 
vided, however. that in the case of primaries at least one machine 
shall be furnished for every three hundred (300) qualified electors or 
fraction thereof in excess of one hundred (l00) and in the case of 
elections at least one machine shall be furnished for every two hun· 
dred fifty (250) qualified electors or fraction thereof in excess of one 
hundred (l00). 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1959. ,h. 20. § 1. 

17·19·5. Printing and furnishing of ballot labels. - The bal· 
lot labels required for any machine to be used at any election shall 
be printed and furnished at the expense of the state by the secretary 
of state and turned over to the state board. 

Supp. 2192 
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History of Section. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. ~ 11; PL. 1938, ch. 

26·10. ; 2: C.L. 1938. ch. 318. , 7: C.L. 1938. 

ch. 318. , 6: P.L. 1940. ch. 818. , 1: P.L. 
1953. ch. 3203. , 2: C.L. 1956. , 17-19-8: 
C.L 1956. ~ 17.19·5; PL. 1958, ch. 18. ~ 1. 

17-19·6_ Ballot labels - Arrangement __ In all cases where 
machmes are to be used for any election, the secretary of state shall 
prepare a dIagram of the face of the machines to be used at the 
election and the diagram shall determine the manner and order in 
which the devices and ballot labels shall be arranged upon the face_ 
whIch d13gram shall, on the day of any election. be in the possession 
of the warden and available for pUblic inspection. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. I 10: P.L. 1938. ch. 

2640. j 2: C.L. 1938. ch. 318. ; 6; C.L. 1938. 

ch. 318. ~ 5: P.L. 1940. ch. S18, & 1; imp!. am. 
P.L. 1947, ch. 1886, §§ 36, 39: G.L. 1956. 
; 17·19-6: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. j 1. 

17·19·7. Local candidates and questions _ Certification -
Ballot labels. - The local board of each city or town where any 
machine is to be used shall certify to the secretary of state, not later 
than four o'clock (4:00) p.m. of the third day following the last day 
for the holding of the primary held pursuant to the provisions of 
chapter 15 of this title, preceding any regular city or town election to 
be held on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November in 
any year, or not later than twenty. nine (29) days before any regular 
city or town election held at any time other than on the Tuesday 
next after the first Monday in November in any year, or not later 
than twenty·nine (29) days before any special city or town election, 
the offices to be voted for thereat. the names and addresses of the 
candidates for each office and the party name under which the reo 
spective candidates were nominated, and any other information nec· 
essary to enable the secretary of state to prepare ballot labels uni· 
form in size, type, color, and appearance with those prepared by the 
secretary for the state election, and in like manner the local board 
shall certify to the secretary of state a copy of each question to be 
submitted to the electors of the city or town so that suitable ballot 
labels may be prepared and furnished therefor. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. ; 11: P.L. 1938. ch. 

2640. § 2: C.L. 1938. ch. 318. j 7: C.L. 1938. 
ch. 318. § 6; P.L. 1940. ch. 818. ; 1; P.L. 

1953. ch. 3203. § 2; C.L. 1956. ; 17-19-7; 
P.L. 1958. ch. 18.; 1; P.L. 1991. ch. 194. j 4; 
P.L. 1991. ch. 277. § 4. 

17·19·7.1. Listing of at·large candidates. - (a) In case of a 
vote for members of the councilor school committee of any city or 
town, wherein the office or offices to be filled are to be elected on an 
at.large basis, and whether the election is a partisan, non· partisan, 
primary, general, or special election, the names for the office or 
offices shall be listed on the ballot in such fashion that no more than 
one name for an office shall be displayed on the same horizontal line; 
provided, nevertheless that candidates for non·partisan election in 
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the cities of Newport, Pawtucket, and Woonsocket may be listed on 
the same horizontal line .. 

(b) In no event shall the voting machine be prepared to lock itself 
so as to prevent further voting for an office or officer until the elector 
shall have cast as many votes as there are separate offices to be 
filled. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 252. § 2: P.L. 1979. ch. 301. 

I 1: P.L. 1983. ch. Ill. I l. 

17·19·7.2. Names and addresses of candidates. - In all elec
tions, the names and addresses of candidates shall be printed on 
ballots and ballot labels as they appear on the voting list, notwith· 
standing that the candidate may have signed his or her declaration 
of candidacy other than as such candidate's name appears on the 
voting list. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1989, ch. 389, § 3: P.L. 1990, 285, § 2. 

17·19·8. Ballot labels - Form. - All ballot labels provided 
under this chapter shall be printed in black ink on clear, white 
material in plain, clear type, as large as the ballot label frames will 
permit. Upon the ballot label for questions the statement of the 
question may be abbreviated to meet the requirements of the space 
provided, and shall be printed in type that can be easily read, with 
the words "yes" or Uno" or !tapproved" and Itreject," whichever may be 
required for the voter to indicate the voter's vote for or against any 
question. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935, ch. 2195, I ll: P.L. 1938, ch. 

2640, § 2: G.L. 1938, ch. 318, § 7: G.L. 1938, 

ch. 318, § 6: P.L. 1940, ch. 818, § 1: P.L. 
1953, ch. 3203, I 2: G.L. 1956, ! 17-19-9: 
G.L. 1956, § 17-19-8: P.L. 1958, ch. 18, I l. 

17·19·9. Party emblems. - In the preparation of all ballot la
bels, sample ballots, absentee ballots, and war ballots, to be used at 
any election other than a primary election, the secretary of state 
shall cause to be printed at the top of each column containing the 
names of candidates of a "political party", as defined in this title, 
over the name of the political party whose candidates appear in the 
column, the emblem of the political party. The emblem of the demo
cratic party shall be the representation of a star. The emblem of the 
republican party shall be the representation of an eagle. The em· 
blem of any political organization qualifying as a "political party" as 
defined in this title shall be selected by the state chairman of the 
party; provided, however, that the emblem shall be entirely different 
for each political party, and may be any appropriate symbol; but 
neither the coat of arms or seal of any state or of the United States, 
the national or state flag, any religious emblem or symbol, the seal 
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of any society, the portrait or likeness of any person, or the represen
tation of a coin or of the currency of the United States, shall be 
chosen as an emblem_ Whenever any emblem shall have been se
lected and used upon official ballots and ballot labels for any politi
cal party, it shall not thereafter be used for any other political party_ 

History of SeetiOD_ § 2; C.L. 1956. § 17-19-10; C.L. 1956. 
C.L. 1938. ch. 318.! 6; P.L. 1948. ch. 2151. ! 17.19-9; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. ! 1. 

17-19-10. Sample ballots - Contents - Distribution. - The 
secretary of state shall prepare a sample ballot, which may be of a 
reduced size, in the form of a diagram or facsimile of the face of the 
machine after the ballot labels and devices have been arranged 
thereon ready for the use of the voter. The sample ballot shall clearly 
and briefly explain and illustrate the manner of operating the ma
chine, of voting a straight party ticket, of voting for candidates indi
vidually, and of voting upon questions. The secretary of state shaIl 
furnish a reasonable supply of sample baIlots to each local board, for 
public distribution upon request; and no fewer than three (3) of the 
sample baIlots shall be furnished for each voting place. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. ! 11; P.L. 1938. ch. 

2640. § 2; C.L. 1938. ch. 318. § 7; C.L. 1938. 

ch. 318. § 6; P.L. 1940. ch. 818. ! 1; P.L. 
1953. ch. 3203. ! 2; C.L. 1956. ! 17-19-11; 
C.L. 1956. § 17-19-10; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1. 

17-19-11. Election return forms - Contents. - (a) The state 
board shall prepare and furnish, for each voting place at which ma
chines are to be used, suitable forms whereon may be recorded the 
following information for each machine in use: 

(1) The machine number; 
(2) The numbers of any serial seal or seals; 
(3) The voting place at which the machine is used; 
(4) The date of the election or primary at which the machine is 

used; 
(5) The number of names checked upon the voting list used at the 

election; 
(6) The number of voters registered by the machine; 
(7) The number of votes registered by the machine for each candi

date, and for what office; 
(8) The number of votes registered by the machine for and against 

each question submitted. 
(b) Space shall be left on the form wherein may be recorded the 

number of votes given for any person not a candidate at the election, 
and for what office. Spaces shall also be left for the signatures of the 
election inspector, the warden, clerk, and at least two (2) supervi
sors. The state board shall also furnish the necessary envelopes and 
adhesive labels required to be used in accordance with the provisions 
of this chapter. 
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Hiawry of Section. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. § 11: P.L. 1938. ch. 

2640. § 2: G.L. 1938. ch. 318. § 7: G.L. 1938. 
ch. 318. § 6: P.L. 1940. ch. 818. § 1: imp!. am. 

P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. j§ 36. 39: G.L. 1956. 
! 17-19-12: G.L. 1956.! 17-19·11: P.L. 1958. 
ch. 18. ! 1. 

17-19-12. Delivery of election supplies. - All printed matter. 
stationery, and supplies required to be furnished by this chapter 
shall be delivered to the proper officer not later than three (3) days 
before the election for which they are to be used. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. ! 11: P.L. 1938. ch. 

2640. § 2: G.L. 1938. ch. 318. § 7: G.L. 1938. 

ch. 318. § 6: P.L. 1940. ch. 818. j 1: G.L. 
1956.! 17-19-13: G.L. 1956. § 17-19-12: P.L. 
1958. ch. 18. § 1. 

17-19-13. Exhibition of machines for instructional pur
poses. - The local board shall designate suitable and adequate 
times and places where voting machines containing sample ballots 
showing titles of offices to be filled and, so far as practicable, the 
names of candidates to be voted for at the next election shall be 
exhibited for the purpose of giving instructions as to the use of vot
ing machines to all voters who shall apply. No voting machine which 
is to be used in an election shall be used for the instruction after it 
has been prepared and sealed for the election. 

History of Section. ch. 818. § 1: G.L. 1956. ! 17-19·14: G.L. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. § 12: G.L. 1938. ch. 1956. § 17·19-13: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. ! 1. 

318. § 8: G.L. 1938. ch. 318. ! 7: P.L. 1940. 

17-19-14. Preparation of machines for election - Inspec
tion - Sealing. - Prior to any election at which machines are to be 
used, the state board or some person designated by it shall affix the 
ballot labels to the devices on the face of each machine and shall see 
that the devices and ballot labels are arranged on the face in accor
dance with the provisions of this chapter, that devices are in good 
working order, that all of the devices not needed in the election are 
securely locked, and that the daily counter is at zero and all the 
candidates' counters are set at zero and record no vote for any candi
date. The members of the state board shall personally, in company 
with two (2) competent mechanics, inspect each machine after it is 
prepared for the election and shall supervise the final sealing inc! ud
ing the placing of seals at both ends of the bar that holds the ballot 
labels in position and the placing of a seal on the apron in the back of 
the machine which conceals the voting lever mechanism. This in
spection and sealing shall be made as near the time of the election as 
is feasible. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. § 14: P.L. 1938. ch. 

2640. § 2: G.L.1938. ch. 318. § 10: G.L. 1938. 
ch. 318. § 9; P.L. 1940. ch. 818, § 1; imp!. am. 

P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. II 36. 39: G.L. 1956. 
§ 17-19-16: G.L. 1956. § 17-19-14: P.L. 1958. 
ch. 18. § 1: P.L. 1988. ch. 175. § 1: P.L. 1988. 
ch. 287. § 1. 
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17-19-15_ Party levers_ - In the preparation of the voting ma
chines for use in any election, excluding a primary election, the 
board shall cause the party devices, commonly referred to as party 
levers, over each of the columns containing candidates of "political 
parties", as defined in this title, to be adjusted so as to permit any 
voter to vote for all candidates of one of the respective parties whose 
names appear in a column by means of a single operation. All de
vices over col umns which do not contain candidates of "political par
ties", as defined in this title, shall be locked in such manner as to 
prevent voting by use of such party devices. 

History of SectiOD. § 3; G,L. 1956, § 17·19·17; G,L. 1956. 
G,L, 1938. ch, 318, § 9; Pol, 1948, ch, 2151, § 17·19·15; P,L, 1958. ch, 18. § 1. 

17-19-16_ State election inspectors - Appointment - Du
ties - Compensation. - The state board shall appoint and issue 
commissions to a sufficient number of qualified electors of this state 
to be election inspectors so that one may be assigned to each election 
polling place, and there may be such reserve inspectors not in excess 
of one for every four (4) contiguous voting districts as may be neces
sary as replacements to permit regular inspectors a relief period. On 
the day before any election the state board shall assign one election 
inspector to each election polling place. Each election inspector shall 
receive a sum not exceeding fifty dollars ($50,00) to be fixed by the 
state board for each election at which the inspector serves, Each 
election inspector shall hold office at the pleasure of the state board, 
and shall observe the conduct of the elections at which the inspector 
is assigned to serve, and report to the state board immediately any 
irregularities the inspector may observe, G.L., § 17-19-16, as en
acted by P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1; P.L. 1962, ch. 201, § 3; P.L. 1980, ch. 
289, § 1. 

History of Section. 
G,L, 1938. ch, 318. § 8; P,L, 1940. ch, 818. 

§ 1; P,L, 1942. ch. 1244. § 1; P,L, 1953. ch, 

3203. § 3; G,L, 1956. § 17·19·15; G,L, 1956. 
§ 17·19·16; P,L, 1958. ch, 18. § 1; P,L, 1962. 
ch, 201. § 3; P,L, 1980. ch, 289. § L 

17-19-17_ Custody of machines - Duties of local boards
Posting of sample ballots. - Each local board shall be responsible 
for safeguarding the machines delivered to it, and shall properly and 
safely locate the machines in the polling places where they are to be 
used. The local board shall cause the keys of the machines to be 
delivered to the warden of the elective meeting at which machines 
are to be used, at least half an hour before the opening of the polls. 
The key or keys of each machine shall be placed in a sealed envelope 
upon which shall be written or printed the number and location of 
the machine, and the numbers registered on the protective counter, 
if any, as reported to the local board when the machines were set up 
and adjusted. The envelope shall be opened by the warden in the 
presence of the other election officers and the delivery of the keys 
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shall be equivalent to a certificate from the local board and the state 
inspector that the machines are ready for use, The custody of the 
machines shall remain with the local board up to the time of the 
delivery of the keys to the warden, and the local board shall be held 
fully responsible for any damage or injury to any machine while it is 
in its custody, and for failure to have any machine ready for use at 
the time of the opening of the polls, The local board shall cause the 
sample ballots to be posted in a conspicuous place in each polling 
place, outside the guard rail. 

History of Section. 
P,L, 1935, ch. 2195, § 14; P,L, 1938, ch, 

2640, § 2; G,L. 1938, ch, 318, § 10; G,L, 1938, 
ch, 318, § 9; P,L. 1940, ch, 818, § I; imp\. am, 

P.L, 1947, ch, 1886, §§ 36, 39; G.L, 1956, 
§ 17-19-19; G,L, 1956, § 17·19-17; P,L, 1958, 
ch, 18, § 1. 

17·19·18. Examination of machines prior to opening of 
polls. - The warden, upon receipt of the keys of the machines at the 
voting place, shall, in company with the election inspector, the clerk, 
and supervisors, before the opening of the polls, unlock the counter 
compartment of each machine and carefully examine each counter 
and determine that no vote is registered thereon for any candidate or 
question, The warden shall also examine the face of each machine 
and compare it with the sample ballot, The warden shall determine, 
so far as he or she may do so without operating any machine, that 
each machine is in good order and ready for the use of the voters, He 
or she shall thereupon close and lock the counter compartment of 
each machine and unlock and unseal each machine for voting and 
declare the polls open, 

History of Section, ch, 818, § I; G,L. 1956, § 17-19-21; G,L, 
P,L, 1935, ch, 2195, § 15; P,L. 1938, ch, 1956, § 17-19-18; P,L, 1958, ch, 18, § 1. 

2640, § 2; G,L, 1938, ch, 318, § 11; P,L, 1940, 

17·19·19. Custody of machines during voting. - During the 
time that the polls are open, and until the machines are finally 
locked and sealed and the removable keys thereof sealed up for 
transmission to the state board, as hereinafter provided, the rna· 
chines shall remain in the care and custody of the warden who shall 
see that the machine and the devices and labels thereon are not 
defaced or injured by any voter or any other person. During the 
entire time in which the polls are open for voting, the counter com· 
partment shall be kept closed and locked and the counters kept con· 
cealed. 

History of Section. ch. 818. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 17·19·22; G.L. 
P.L, 1935. ch, 2195, § 15; P,L, 1938, ch, 1956, § 17-19-19; P,L, 1958, ch, 18. § 1. 

2640, § 2;G,L. 1938,ch,318.§ II;P,L, 1940, 
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17-19-20. Repair or replacement of defective machines. - If 
a machine shall become out of order the warden shall so notify the 
election inspector who shall examine the machine. If, in the opinion 
of the election inspector, the machine requires the attention of a 
voting machine mechanic, the inspector shall notify the state board 
and the board shall thereupon provide a voting machine mechanic 
who may make any repairs on the machine which do not require the 
opening of the counter compartment. While repairing or otherwise 
attending to the repair of any voting machine, the voting machine 
mechanic shall display, in a visible manner and on his or her cloth
ing, an identification which shall be furnished by the state board 
and which shall include a photograph of the voting machine me
chanic. In the event that repairs are made to the machine, the voting 
machine mechanic shall make the repairs in the presence of a bi
partisan pair of election officials and the mechanic shall note on the 
official return sheet the nature and extent of the repairs made by the 
mechanic, the number of the machine, the time required to make the 
repairs, and the probable cause of the failure to operate properly. If 
any machine cannot be repaired by the mechanic within a period of 
thirty (30) minutes the mechanic shall so notify the election inspec
tor who shall in turn notify the state board, and the board shall at 
once substitute another machine for the out of order machine and at 
the close of the polls the records of both machines shall be taken. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. ! 15: P.L. 1938. ch. 

2640.1 2: G.L. 1938. ch. 318. § ll: P.L. 1940. 

ch. 818. ! 1: G.L. 1956. § 17-19-23: G.L. 
1956.! 17·19·20: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1: P.L. 
1978. ch. 388. § l. 

17-19-21. Arrangement of polling places - Election offi
cials - Police officers, - (al The polling places shall be estab
lished, equipped, and furnished with the paraphernalia necessary for 
the conduct of each election, by such officers and in such manner as 
provided by this title. There shall be placed, outside each polling 
place, a clearly marked sign to be provided by the state board of 
elections indicating the location of the polling place. This sign shall 
be of a conspicuous nature, and shall be visible from the street. The 
area within which the balloting shall be conducted shall be arranged 
with a guard rail having one place for entrance and another place for 
exit. The rail shall be so placed that only persons admitted inside the 
rail can approach within five (5l feet of any voting machine. The 
voting machine or machines shall be so placed that the warden and 
the clerk shall always have a clear view of the front of each machine 
and of its latch. It shall be the duty of the election inspector to direct 
the location of the voting machines in relation to the guard rail and 
the posts of the warden and the clerk so as to enforce the require
ments of this section. 

(bl One bi-partisan pair of supervisors, the clerk, and the warden 
shall be stationed, in that order, along the guard rail so that a voter 
desiring to cast a ballot will pass first in front of the bi-partisan pair, 
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then in front of the clerk, and finally in front of the warden. A second 
bi·partisan pair shall be stationed within the guard rail and shall be 
available to relieve the first bi·partisan pair or the clerk, and to 
assist voters within the limits prescribed by this title. The second bi· 
partisan pair, when not engaged in the foregoing duties, shall watch 
the voters in and about the machines and shall call to the attention 
of the warden any violation, or circumstance suggesting a violation, 
of the provisions of this title. 

(c) The chiefs of police of cities and towns and town sergeants of 
towns having no chief of police shall detail a certain number of police 
officers to each polling place as may be requested by the local board. 
The police officers shall preserve order at each polling place and 
within two hundred (200) feet thereof. It shall be the duty of every 
police officer or other peace officer or constable to arrest without 
warrant any person detected in the act of violating the provisions of 
this chapter, but no arrest shall be made without the approval of the 
warden or the state election inspector. 

(d) The election officials provided in subsections (a) and (b) of this 
section shall be provided with, and shall be required to prominently 
display upon their persons, identification badges which shall set 
forth the designation of such person as an election official. Powers 
and duties of all designated election officials at polls shall be posted 
in a conspicuous and prominent location within the voting place, 
preferably with the posted sample ballot. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. j 16; P.L. 1938. ch. 

2640. j 2; G.L. 1938. ch. 318. j 12; G.L. 1938. 
ch. 318, H 10, 12: P,L. 1940. ch. 818, ~ 1; 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. § 23; P.L. 1948. ch. 2100. 

§ 1; G.L. 1956. !§ 17·15·23, 17·19·20. 
17·19·24; G.L. 1956, § 17·19·21; P.L. 1958. 
ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1987. ch. 190. § 1; Pol. 1991. 
th. 171. § 1. 

17·19-22. Party checkers, runners, and watchers. - The offi
cers required to furnish and equip any voting place shall also pro
vide a table in the room where the voting is conducted, outside the 
enclosed space near the first bi-partisan pair of supervisors, at which 
a representative of the repUblican party and a representative of the 
democratic party, bearing credentials signed by the proper ward or 
town committee chairman, shall be allowed to sit, for the purpose of 
keeping track of those who are voting, and these representatives, 
who shall be known as "checkers," may be changed during the day. 
A representative, known as a "runner," of each of the parties shall be 
allowed to come to the table at frequent intervals for the purpose of 
taking whatever list or memoranda the checkers may wish to give 
the runner. A representative of the republican party and a represen
tative of the democratic party, bearing credentials signed by the 
proper ward or town committee chairman, shall also be allowed out
side the enclosed place to observe the voting, and assist the checkers, 
and these representatives shall be known as "watchers." The 
watchers and any election official shall have the right to challenge 
the right to vote of any person offering himself or herself as a voter. 
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History of Section. ~ 1; C.L. 1956. ~ 17.19.26; G.L. 1956. 
G.L.1938.ch.318,j 12:P.L.1940,ch.818, j 17·19·22: P.L. 1958, ch. 18, \1. 

17·19·23. Wardens and supervisors - Powers and duties.
The wardens shall: 

ia) Have general supervision of the voting place; 
(b) Assign the first, second, and any additional pairs of supervi· 

sors to their respective stations; 
(c) From time to time assign and reassign and relieve the supervi

sors, as the efficient conduct of the election may require; 
(d) Unlock the voting list and set it before the first bi-partisan 

pair if it has not been divided in sections or set each section before a 
bi-partisan pair where it has been divided in sections immediately 
preceding the opening of the polls; 

(e) Assign the second or additional bi-partisan pair of supervisors 
to watch the voters while they are in and about the voting machines, 
and to enter the machines for the purpose of assisting voters who are 
unable to vote, within the limits provided by this chapter; 

(f) Be vigilant and responsible to prevent any voter from voting 
more than once; 

(g) Cause to be established a single line of persons desiring to vote 
and enlist the assistance of the supervisors and the police in atten
dance to maintain that line; 

(h) So far as consistent with their other duties, station themselves 
at the entrance to the polling area and prevent any person from 
entering the enclosed space behind the rail except under the author
ity of this chapter, and prevent any person from entering that space 
for the purpose of voting until that person's name has been an
nounced and that person's identity certified according to law by the 
supervisors in charge of the voting list; 

(i) Cause to be removed or arrested any person or official who 
commits a violation of the election law in their presence or disturbs 
the conduct of the voting; provided that they shall not cause any 
removal or arrest without the approval of the election inspector, 
unless the clerk agTees with the wardens that the person or official 
should be arrested or removed; 

(j) Have the power to administer oaths as shall be by this title 
required, and to attest the oaths by signature in proof of the admin
istration of the oaths. 

History of Section. j 17·19·23: P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § I: P.L. 1958 
G.L. 1938, ch. 318, j 10: P.L. 1940. ch. 818. <S.'.', ch. 216. § 1. 

§ I: G.L. 1956. § 17·19·20: G.L. 1956. 

17-19-23.1. Certification and appointment of election offi
cials. - (a) All persons who attend and complete a progTam of in
struction for election officials under § 17-7-5(6) shall be issued a 
certificate by the board of elections. In addition to the compensation 
to which they are otherwise entitled. these persons shall also be 
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entitled to receive the sum of twenty-five (S25.00) dollars upon the 
performance of their duties on election day. The certificate shall be 
valid for a period of one (1J year; provided. however. the certificate 
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shall be revocable at the discretion of the board of elections if the 
board believes that new developments have occurred requiring the 
recertification of these persons; 

(b) Election officials shall, whenever practicable be appointed 
from lists of certificated persons; 

(c) The board of elections shall have the authority to adopt rules 
and regulations to carry out the provisions of this section, 

History of Seetion_ 
P.L. 1986, ch. 523, I 2; P.L. 1989, ch. 531, 

I 1. 

17-19-24. Procedure for voting - Signature identification. 
- (a) Each person desiring to vote shall state his or her name and 
residence, including that person's street address, if any he or she 
has, to one of the first pair of bi-partisan supervisors, who shall 
thereupon announce the name and residence in a loud and distinct 
voice, clear and audible. As each voter's name is announced, the 
voter shall be handed a ballot application in the following form: 

Election 

BALLOT APPLICATION 

(Poll List) 

Senatorial District ______ _ 
Representative District __ __ 

Voting District ______ __ 

Date __________ __ 
I hereby certify that I am a registered and qualified elector in the 

above voting district of 

City of 

and hereby make application for ballots to be voted at this election. 

(Signature of Voter) 

(Residence Address) 
Number Approved ___________ __ 

(Supervisor of Election) 

(b) The voter shall sign the application in the presence and view 
of a bi-partisan pair. They shall locate the registration card of each 
voter who applies for a ballot and shall compare the signature on the 
ballot application with the signature appearing on the registration 
card. Upon being satisfied with the identification of the voter, by 
comparison of the signatures, they shall initial the ballot application 
in the place provided next to the word "Approved", and shall enter in 
the voting record a proper notation that the applicant has voted in 
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the election. They shall then return the ballot application to the 
voter who shall pass down the line and present it to the clerk. After 
the voter has handed the approved ballot application to the clerk. 
the warden shall direct the voter to the machine which the voter 
shall use. and unless the voter needs instruction or assistance as 
provided in this chapter the voter shall at once operate the latch and 
enter the machine. and shall vote by means of the devices. and hav
ing voted. the voter shall leave the machine and leave the enclosure 
at once. No voter shall remain within the machine longer than two 
(2) minutes. and if the voter refuses to leave after the lapse of two (2) 
minutes. the voter shall be removed therefrom by order of the war
den. Except for the election officials and the election inspector. not 
more than two (2) voters in excess of the number of machines shall 
be permitted within the enclosed space at any time, 

HIstory of SectiOD, II 36.39, G.L. 1956. I 17-19·25, G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1935. th. 2195. § 16, P.L. 1938. th. § 17·19-24, P.L. 1958. th. 18. § 1, P.L. 1966. 

2640. I 2, G.L. 1938. ch. 318. § 12, P.L. 1940. ch. lI6. § 15. 
ch. 818. § 1; imp!. am. P.L. 1947, ch. 1886, 

17·19·25. Ballot applications preserved - Duty of c1erk.
As each ballot application is presented to the clerk during the course 
of the identification of voters. the clerk shall place it on a spindle or 
within a binder or container to be provided for that purpose by the 
state board. Immediately upon the close of the polls. the clerk shall 
securely bind. tie. or seal all of the ballot applications so preserved. 
in such manner as shall be required by the state board. and the clerk 
shall affix thereon his or her certificate under oath that the ballot 
applications comprise one for each person who was permitted to pass 
before the warden and to cast a vote at the election. and that to the 
best of his or her knowledge and belief no person voted at the elec· 
tion who did not sign one of the within ballot applications. and that 
each of the persons was duly identified in the manner provided by 
law before being permitted to vote. The clerk shall then hand the 
binder or container of ballot applications to the warden. who shall 
deliver them to the local board together with the container or con· 
tainers or registration cards used at the election. 

History ot SectiOD. 
G.L. 1956. § 17·19-25; P.L. 1958, th. 18. 

I 1. 

17·19·26. Models for instruction - Assistance to voters in 
operation of machine. - For the instruction of voters on election 
days there shall, so far as practicable, be provided for each voting 
place a mechanicallY operated model of the face of the machine. Any 
person desiring information or assistance in voting shall apply to the 
warden, who shall instruct the person upon the model and by the use 
of the sample ballots. If a voter needs instruction on the machine 
itself, or assistance in operating the machine itself, and requests this 
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assistance, the warden shall direct the second or additional biparti. 
san pair to instruct or assist the voter. The bipartisan pair shall 
enter the machine with the voter and instruct the voter in the use of 
the machine, and if the voter has no further need of them they shall 
both withdraw before the voter casts his or her vote. If, however, the 
voter is unable to operate the machine, the bipartisan pair shall 
operate the machine for the voter as he or she directs, but unless 
ordered so to do by a court of competent jurisdiction, neither member 
of the pair shall disclose for whom and how the voter voted. In every 
case of this nature both members of the bipartisan pair shall enter 
and leave the machine together, and it shall be a violation of this 
chapter for either to enter or remain alone, 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. j 20: G.L. 1938. ch. 

318, j 16: P.L. 1940. ch. 818. § 1: imp!. am. 
P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. §§ 36, 39: G.L. 1956, 

j 17-19-37: G.L. 1956, § 17-19-26: P.L. 1958. 
ch. 18,! 1: P.L. 1967. ch. 43. § 1: P.L. 1988, 
ch. 176. § 1. 

17·19·26.1. Voting assistance. - (a) Any voter who requires 
assistance to vote by reason of blindness, disability or inability to 
read or write may be given assistance by a person of the voter's 
choice, other than the voter's employer or agent of that employer or 
officer or agent of the voter's union, 

(bJ Every voter who requires assistance pursuant to this section 
and every person furnishing assistance to a voter pursuant to this 
section shall make and file with the warden an affidavit in substan· 
tially the following form: 

AFFIDAVIT OF VOTER REQUIRING ASSISTANCE 

Under the penalty prescribed by law I hereby make affidavit that 
I, , of-=-_---,--:-:-__ ~:-----

Print Name of Voter Street Address of Voter 
_______ , hereby choose ___________ _ 
City/Town of Voter Print Name of Assistant 
to provide assistance to me because I am either blind, disabled or 
unable to read or write in the English language and do hereby cer· 
tify that the person chosen to assist me is not my employer, or agent 
of my employer, or officer or agent of my union, 

Signature of Voter 
Under the penalty prescribed by law I hereby make affidavit that 

I, ,of 
Print Name of Person Assisting Voter 

Street and CityiTown Address of Person Assisting Voter 
having been chosen by _________________ _ 

Print Name of Voter 
to provide assistance to voter by reason of either blindness, disability 
or inability to read or write in the English language on the part of 
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the voter, do hereby certify that I am not the voter's employer, or 
agent of that employer, or officer or agent of the voter's union. 

Signature of Person Assisting Voter 
Subscribed and sworn to on this day of A,D, 
19_. 

Signature of Warden 
Voter's Ballot Application No, ----c--

(c) An affidavit will be made available only upon request by the 
voter to the warden in the polling place, 

(d) Every person who shall make a false affidavit under this sec
tion shall be guilty of a felony, 

(e) Under the penalty prescribed by law, the "assistant" is prohib
ited from moving the levers on the voting machine, unless otherwise 
requested by the voter who, due to a physical handicap, is unable to 
move the levers on the voting machine, 

(t) No person may approach a voter and ask if he or she needs 
assistance, once the voter is within the voting place or waiting in 
line to vote or within fifty (50) feet of the entrance or entrances to 
the building as prescribed in § 17-19-49, 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1988, ch. 176, § 2; P.L. 1991, ch. 293, 

l I. 

17-19-27, Affidavit as to identity of voter challenged - Pen
alty for false affidavit. - (a) Whenever the identity of any person 
offering to vote is challenged at the polling place or whenever a 
person's registration cards have been marked "Inactive" that person 
shall be permitted to vote only upon making and filing with the 
warden an affidavit in substantially the following form: 

Under the penalty prescribed by law I hereby make affidavit that I 
am (here insert name) 
whose name appears upon the voting list certified for use at the 
polling place in voting district of the city (or town) of 
_______ , senatorial district , representa-
ti ve district , on the day of 

A,D, 19 __ , and that the above name under 
which I offer to vote is my own name. 

(Signature) 

Subscribed and sworn to on this __ --:-::_-:-___ --:-:-_ day 
of A.D, 19 __ , before me 

Warden 

Witness: 

Supp. 2192 
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(b) Any person required to sign the above-mentioned affidavit 
shall step out of line so that others may vote and the warden shall 
thereupon fill out the affidavit and a copy and permit that person to 
read and sign it and shall administer the oath as required hereun
der. for which purpose every warden is hereby empowered to admin
ister. and to attest it with his or her signature in proof of the admin
istration of the oath. The designated election official appointed on 
behalf of the opposite political party to that of the warden shall 
witness the voter's signature and shall sign his or her own name in 
the appropriate space. The original shall be retained by the warden 
and the copy shall be handed to the voter, who shall forthwith be 
permitted to vote. 
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(c) At the closing of the polls, the warden shall seal up the affida
vits and cause them to be delivered to the local board together with 
the voting lists. 

(d) Every person who shall make a false affidavit under this sec
tion shall be guilty of a felony. 

History of SectiOD. 

P.L. 1951 Is .•. ', ch. 2870, II 22, 26; P.L. 
1952, ch. 2897, I 6; C.L. 1956, II 17·10-37, 

17·10·38; C.L. 1956, I 17·19·27; P.L. 1958. 
ch. 18. I 1; P.L. 1966, ch. ll6, § 15; P.L. 
1978, ch. 201, I 9. 

17-19-28. Temporary registration certificates. - (a) Any per· 
son whose name is not on the voting list and who claims a right to 
vote may apply to the local board for a certificate entitling that 
person to vote. Upon receipt of any application for a certificate, ac
companied by proof of the identity of the applicant, the local board 
shall inspect the registry records retained in the office of the board, 
and if the inspection discloses that the applicant is qualified to vote 
at the election the board shall issue to the applicant its certificate, 
duly signed manually by the board or a member thereof, a copy of 
which shall be retained by the board, addressed to the warden of the 
voting district in which the applicant is found to be qualified to vote, 
which certificate shall be marked "Temporary certificate of registra
tion" and shall have the same force and effect as the inclusion of the 
applicant's name on the certified voting list. The certificate shall be 
presented to the warden and when so presented may be examined by 
the warden and by a designated election official appointed on behalf 
of the opposite political party. It shall then be retained by the war
den and returned to the board at the time prescribed for the return of 
the original registration cards. 

(b) At the time that a temporary certificate is issued by the local 
board a proper record of this action shall be made and signed by the 
members thereof who ordered the issuance of the certificate. 

(c) At the same time a voter receives a temporary certificate the 
board shall prepare a new registration card or cards, if necessary, 
containing the same information shown by the registry records, 
which shall be executed and signed as provided in § 17-9-6; and if at 
any other time a registration card of any person is not found and the 
local board determines that the person was duly registered or is 
entitled to be registered, new registration cards shall be completed 
in the same manner, if necessary. 

History of SectiOD. 
C.L. 1938, ch. 313, § 24; P.L. 1942, ch. 

1211, § 1; P.L. 19511 •.•. ), ch. 2870, § 8; P.L. 
1952, ch. 2897, I 3; P.L. 1956, ch. 3746, § 2; 

C.L. 1956, II 17-10-33 - 17·10·35; R.P.L. 
1957, ch. 134, I 1; C.L. 1956, I 17·19-28; 
P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1. 
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17·19·29. Certificates and affidavits as public records. -
The temporary registration certificates issued pursuant to 
§ 17·19·28 and the affidavits delivered to the local board, pursuant 
to § 17·19·27, are hereby declared to be public records and shall be 
open to public inspection at all reasonable times. 

History of Section. I 17-10-39; G.L. 1956. I 17-19-29; P.L. 1958. 
P.L. 1951 Is.s.). ch. 2870. I 33; G.L. 1956. ch. 18. I l. 

17·19·30. Voters who register by making a mark rather 
than signature. - Any voter who has registered by making his or 
her mark rather than his or her signature or who shall be physically 
unable to sign his or her name at the time of offering himself or 
herself to vote shall identify himself or herself by correctly answer· 
ing such questions put to him or her by the supervisors as may test 
the voter's knowledge of the information recorded on the voter's 
registration card. In that case, the bi·partisan pair of supervisors 
shall complete a ballot application for the voter and shall make and 
annex thereto an affidavit that they duly identified the voter in the 
manner authorued by this section. They shall permit the voter to 
affix the voter's mark to the application in their presence and shall 
record their approval thereon as in other cases. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1956. I 17-19-30; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. 

I l. 

17·19·31. Irregular ballots. - Ballots voted for any person 
whose name does not appear on the machine as a nominated candi· 
date for office are herein referred to as irregular ballots. In voting for 
presidential electors, a voter may vote an irregular ticket made up of 
the names of persons in nomination by different parties, or partly of 
names of persons so in nomination and partly of names of persons 
not in nomination, or wholly of names of persons not in nomination 
by any party. The irregular ballot shall be deposited in any recepta· 
cle or written upon the device provided on the machine for that 
purpose. With that exception. no irregular ballot shall be voted for 
any person for any office whose name appears on the machine as a 
nominated candidate for that office; any irregular ballot so voted 
shall not be counted. An irregular ballot must be cast in its appropri· 
ate place on the machine. or it shall be void and not counted and no 
irregular ballots shall be counted at primaries. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. I 17; G.L. 1938. ch. 

31B. I 13; P.L. 1940. ch. 81B. § I; imp!. am. 

P.L. 1947. ch. 18B6. §§ 36. 39; G.L. 1956. 
\ 17·19·27; G.L. 1956. § 17-19-31; P.L.195B. 
ch. lB. ! I; P.L. 1966. ch. 199. § l. 

J 
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17·19-32_ Recording and signing of returns. - Immediately 
upon the close of the polls the warden shall lock and seal the ma
chine against voting and shall open the counter compartment and, in 
the presence of the other election or primary election officers and the 
election inspector, the warden shall proceed to read off in a clear and 
loud voice the vote for each candidate, and upon each question as 
indicated by the counters, and the votes cast for persons not nomi· 
nated. While the warden is so announcing the vote, the clerk shall 
record the vote on the forms provided for in § 17·19·11. Upon the 
blanks provided by the state board the clerk shall record in ink the 
votes cast for each candidate and person and for and against each 
question in the state election, and upon the blanks furnished by the 
state board the clerk shall record in ink the votes cast for each 
candidate and person and for and against each question in the city or 
town election, and the number registered on the protective counter, 
if any; and these records shall be known, respectively, as state elec
tion returns and city and town election returns. The warden, election 
inspector, and one supervisor of each political party shall each sepa
rately compare the returns with the counters of the machine, and if 
they are found to agree, the warden, election inspector, clerk, and 
supervisor shall sign the returns. Primary election returns shall be 
similarly made out, compared, and signed. After all the machines 
have been read as above provided, the outside doors of the machines 
shall be left open for one-half an hour so that any candidate or the 
candidate's representative and representatives of the press may read 
and tabulate the votes appearing on the machines. The clerk shall 
thereupon copy the election returns in ink in the record book of the 
elective meeting now provided for by law, and the warden shall 
compare the copy made in the book with the counters of the machine, 
and if they are found to agree, the warden, together with the clerk, 
shall sign the record book. The records in the record book shall show 
the votes registered by each machine for each candidate and person 
and for and against each question, and the number registered on the 
protective counter, if any. At least two (2) separate return sheets 
shall be made out for each machine used in the voting place. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935, ch. 2195, I 18; P.L. 1938. ch. 

2640. I 2; G.L. 1938, ch. 318, § 14; P.L. 1940. 
ch. 818, I 1; P.L. 1944. ch. 1525. I 1: 'mpl. 

am. P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. II 36.39; G.L. 1956. 
I 17-l9-28; G.L. 1956. I 17-19-32; P.L.1958, 
ch. 18. § 1. 

17·19·33. Sealing of machine - Sealing and forwarding of 
returns and keys. - In the presence of the election inspector the 
machine shall then be completely locked and sealed by the warden 
so that the devices cannot be worked nor the counters or registers 
changed, and the removable keys of the machines shall be enclosed 
in a stout envelope and be directed to the state board. The record 
book shall be placed in a paper wrapper and shall be directed to the 
town clerk. The record book and envelope shall then be sealed with 
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two (2) or more adhesive labels affixed upon the envelope and pack
age so that they cannot be tampered with, and the labels shall be 
signed in ink by the warden and clerk. The envelope and record book 
shall not be opened after they are once sealed up in the polling place, 
by any person whatsoever, except the officer to whom they are ad
dressed. The state election returns, together with the removable 
keys of the voting machines, shall be enclosed in a stout envelope, 
together with the supervisor's reports, and the envelope shall be 
endorsed with a statement of the officers and questions to which the 
returns relate, the number of the machines from which the returns 
were taken, the voting place where the machines were used, and the 
date of the election to which the returns refer. The city and town 
election returns shall be enclosed in another stout envelope, together 
with the supervisor's reports, and the envelope shall be endorsed 
with a statement of the officers and questions to which the returns 
relate, the number of machines from which the returns were taken, 
the voting place where the machines were used, and the date of the 
election to which the returns refer. Each envelope shall be sealed 
with two (2) or more adhesive labels, and the labels shall be signed 
in ink by the warden and clerk. The tabulations of the returns of any 
state, general or special elections, together with the removable keys 
of the voting machines, enclosed in envelopes and sealed up as before 
prescribed, shall be turned over immediately by the warden or the 
clerk or both to the state board and the tabulations of the returns of 
any city or town special or general elections, together with the 
record book and voting lists, shall be turned over by the warden or 
the clerk or both to the local board and the returns shall be of the 
same force and effect in determining the vote cast for any candidate 
or person, or for and against any question, as would ballots cast for 
any candidates or persons, or for and against any question, under 
any other provisions of law in regard to elections. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935, ch. 2195, § 18; P.L. 1938, ch. 

2640. § 2; G.L. 1938, ch. 318, § 14; P.L. 1940, 

ch. 818. § I; P.L. 1944. ch. 1525. § I; G.L. 
1956. § 17·19·29; G.L. 1956, § 17·19-33; P.L. 
1958, ch. 18, § I. 

17·19·34, Declaration of results and certificates of election 
in towns not divided into districts_ - When machines are used in 
town elections in towns not divided into voting districts, the warden, 
after announcing the votes registered by the machines for the candi· 
dates for town offices, and upon questions submitted to the voters of 
the town, and signing the record thereof in the record book, shall 
declare the result of the town election, and certificates shall be is· 
sued to the officers declared elected. 

History of SeedOD. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195, § 18; P.L. 1938. ch. 

2640, § 2; G.L. 1938, ch. 318, § 14; P.L. 1940, 

ch. 818. § 1; P.L. 1944. ch. 1525. § 1; G.L. 
1956, § 17·19·30; G.L. 1956. § 17·19-34; P.L. 
1958. ch. 18. § I. 

J 
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17-19·35. Guarding machines until resumption of custody 
by board. - Under orders of the local board. a police officer shall 
remain at the voting place until the board, personally or by a custo
dian. resumes custody of the voting machines. 

History of Section. 1525. ~ 1; G.L. 1956. § 17·19·31; G.L. 1956. 
G.L. 1938. th. 318. § 14; P.L. 1944. th. § 17·19·35; P.L. 1958. th. 18. § 1. 

17-19-36. Tabulation of town returns - Opening of ma
chines - Certificate of election. - The local board shall meet on 
the day following the election and shall tabulate the town or city 
election returns, as the case may be, and announce the results, but 
shall issue no certificates of election until the time for petitions filed 
under this section has expired and, if a petition has been filed, until 
the petition shall have been finally determined. Any candidate at 
the election challenging the correctness of the declaration of result 
as applied to the candidate may. within seven (7) days after the 
election, petition the state board to open the machines upon which 
the candidate's name appeared at the election and the board shall 
open and read the machines as soon as it can do so consistent with its 
other duties, and if it finds that the candidate was elected, it shall 
direct the local board to issue to the candidate a certificate of elec· 
tion, but if it finds that the candidate declared to be elected by the 
local board was in fact elected, it shall direct the board to issue a 
certificate of election to the candidate previously declared elected. 

History of Section. § 17·19·32; G.L. 1956.! 17·19·36; P.L. 1958. 
G.L. 1938. th. 318.! 14; P.L. 1940. th. 818. th. 18. ! 1; P.L. 1968. th. 248. § 1. 

§ 1; P.L. 1944. th. 1525. ! 1; G.L. 1956. 

17-19-37. Tabulation of state returns - Opening of ma
chines - Certificate of election. - The state board shall proceed 
to tabulate the state election returns and declare the results as pro
vided in chapter 22 of this title, and any candidate at the election 
challenging the result as applied to him or her may petition the 
board within seven (7) days after the declaration to open the ma
chines on which the candidate's name appeared at the elections and 
the board shall open and read the machines as soon as it can do so 
consistent with its other duties and issue a certificate of election to 
the candidate it determines to have been elected. 

History of Section. ! 17.19·33; G.L. 1956.! 17·19·37; P.L. 1958. 
G.L. 1938. th. 318.1 14; P.L. 1940. th. 818. th. 18. ! 1. 

§ 1; P.L. 1944. th. 1525. § 1; G.L. 1956. 

17-19-38. Custody of machines pending return to state 
board. - When the machines used in any voting place have been 
finally locked and sealed by the warden after the close of the polls, 
the local board shall resume custody of the machines, either in per
son or through a police officer delegated for that purpose, until the 
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machines are removed by the state board, or some person designated 
by it, and the local board shall take all necessary measures to pre
vent the machines from being opened, tampered with, injured, or 
damaged, or the counters thereof changed until such time as the 
local board is notified by the proper officers that the election or 
primary has in all respects been completed. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. § 19; G.L. 1938. ch. 

318. I 15; P.L. 1940. ch. 818. I 1; impJ. am. 

P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. II 36. 39; G.L. 1956. 
I 17·19·35; G.L. 1956. I 17·19-38; P.L. 1958. 
ch. 18. § 1. 

17-19-39. Power to open machines, - The state board, which 
is the sole custodian of master keys for all voting machines, shall 
have the right to open any and all machines either before or after an 
election in the presence of the proper election officials of the city or 
town in which the election is held, for the purpose of examining the 
machine or machines; provided, however, that none of the counters 
on any of the voting machines shall be changed until after the expi
ration of ten (10) days from the election at which the machines were 
used. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. § 19: G.L. 1938. ch. 

318. § 15: P.L. 1940, ch. 818. I 1: impJ. am. 

P.L. 1947, ch. 1886. II 36. 39: G.L. 1956. 
§ 17·19·36: G.L. 1956.1 17·19-39; P.L. 1958. 
ch. 18, § 1: P.L. 1990. ch. 211. § 1. 

17-19-40. Paper ballots, - In the event that paper ballots shall 
be used in any election as provided in § 17-19-2 or as the general 
assembly may otherwise from time to time authorize, the ballots 
shall be uniform and in such form as may be prescribed by the 
secretary of state and shall be numbered serially upon perforated 
stubs, which stubs shall be removed by the proper election official at 
the time of voting and kept in a separate container and returned to 
the local board with the other paraphernalia so to be returned after 
the election. The local board shall account to the state board for all 
ballots received by the local board, by a uniform method established 
by the state board, whether used, unused, destroyed, or invalidated 
in the course of the election. No paper ballot shall be rejected if the 
intention of the voter is clear unless it contains clear evidence of the 
identity of the voter. The state board shall establish such rules and 
regulations as shall be deemed necessary to carry out the principle 
enunciated herein which rules and regulations shall have the force 
of law and shall be carried out by the proper election officials. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1938.ch.318,1 24;G.L. 1938.ch.318. 

§ 23: P.L. 1940. ch. 818. § 1: G.L. 1956. ch. 

318. § 24: P.L. 1956. ch. 3755. § 2; G.L. 1956. 
§ 17·19-45: G.L. 1956. I 17.19-40: P.L. 1958. 
ch. 18. § 1. 

Supp. 4;91 
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17·19·41. Violations by public officers. - Any public officer 
upon whom a duty is imposed by this chapter who shall wilfully 
neglect to perform that duty, or who shall perform it in such a way 
as to hinder the objects of this chapter, shall be guilty of a misde· 
meanor, 

History of Section, § 17-19-38: G,L. 1956, § 17-19-41: P,L, 1958, 
P.L, 1935, ch, 2195, § 21: G.L, 1938, ch, ch, 18, § 1: P,L, 1978, ch, 201, § 9, 

318, § 17: P,L, 1940, ch. 818, § 1: G.L, 1956, 

17·19-42. Tampering with voting machines. - Any person, 
not being an election or primary officer or person upon whom a duty 
is imposed by this chapter, who, while any machine is being made 
ready for an election or primary, or is in use during an election or 
primary, shall tamper with, disarrange, deface, injure, or impair the 
machine in any manner, or mutilate, injure, or destroy or disarrange 
any label thereon, or to be placed thereon, or any other appliance 
used in connection with the machine, shall be guilty of a felony, 

History of Section. 
P.L, 1935, ch, 2195, § 22: G,L, 1938, ch, 

318. § 18: P,L, 1940, ch, 818. § 1: imp!. sm, 

P.L, 1947. ch, 1886, §§ 36, 39: G.L, 1956, 
§ 17-19-39: G,L. 1956, § 17-19-42: P.L, 1958, 
ch, 18, § 1: P.L, 1978, ch, 201. § 9, 

17·19·43. Tampering with sample ballot. - Every person who 
shall wilfully and without lawful authority destroy, secrete, remove, 
deface, alter, or tamper or meddle with a sample ballot, shall be 
guilty of a felony, 

History of Section, § 17-19-43: P,L, 1958, ch, 18, § 1: P,L, 1978. 
G,L, 1938. ch, 318, § 18: P,L, 1952. ch, ch, 201. § 9, 

2924, § 1: G,L, 1956, § 17-19-40: G.L, 1956, 

17·19-44. Officer tampering with machine. - Any person 
having the custody of a machine under this chapter, or any election 
or primary officer, who, with intent to cause or permit any machine 
to fail to correctly register all votes cast thereby, tampers with, 
injures, or disarranges the machine in any way, or any part thereof, 
or who causes or consents to the machine being so used for voting at 
any election or primary with knowledge of the fact that the machine 
is not in order or not properly set and adjusted so that it will cor· 
rectly register all votes cast thereby, or who, for the purpose of de· 
frauding or deceiving any voter or of causing it to be doubtful for 
what candidates or question any vote is cast, or of causing it to 
appear upon the machine that votes cast for one candidate or ques· 
tion were cast for another candidate or question, removes, changes, 
or mutilates any label on the machine or any part thereof, or does 
anything to defeat the will or intention of a voter in casting a lawful 
vote, shall be guilty of a felony, 
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History of Section. P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. II 36. 39: G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. I 19; G.L. 1938. ch. § 17-19-41; G.L. 1956. § 17.19-44; P.L. 1958. 

318. ! 19; P.L. 1940. ch. 818.! 1: imp!. am. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1978. ch. 201. § 9. 

17·19·45. Fraudulent election returns. - Any election or pri· 
mary officer who shall at the close of the polls purposely cause the 
vote registered by any machine to be incorrectly recorded or reo 
turned, as to any candidate, person, or question, or who shall know. 
in~ly consent to these things, or any of them, being done, shall be 
gUIlty of a felony. 

History of Section. P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. II 36. 39; G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. I 24; G.L. 1938. ch. ! 17-19-42;G.L.1956. § 17-19-45; P.L.1958. 

318. § 20: P.L. 1940. ch. 818. § 1; imp!. am. ch. 18. I 1; P.L. 1978. ch. 201. § 9. 

17·19-46. False instructions as to operation of machines.
Whoever, with intent to defraud a voter of his or her vote, or to cause 
a voter to lose his or her vote, shall give in any way, or shall print, 
write, or circulate, or shall cause to be written, printed, or circu· 
lated, any improper, false, misleading, or incorrect instructions or 
advice or suggestions of how to vote by the machine, the following of 
which would cause any voter to lose his or her votes or would cause 
him or her to fail to register or record the votes on the machine for 
any candidate or question according to his or her choice, shall be 
guilty of a felony. 

History of Section. § 17-19-43; G.L. 1956. § 17-19-46; P.L. 1958. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. ! 25; G.L. 1938. ch. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1978. ch. 201. § 9. 

318. ! 21: P.L. 1940. ch. 818. § 1: G.L. 1956. 

17·19·47. Improper possession of voting machine keys or 
duplicates. - Any unauthorized person who shall make a duplicate 
of, or have in his or her possession, a key to any machine used at any 
election, or any election officer who shall keep one or more keys to a 
machine and shall fail or refuse to return them immediately after 
the election to the officer charged by law with the duty of caring for 
the keys, and any custodian who shall keep one or more of the keys 
after he or she has prepared the machines for election and shall 
refuse to turn the keys over to the officer charged by law with the 
care of the keys, and any officer charged by law with the care of the 
keys who shall keep the keys and refuse to deliver them over to the 
officer's successor in office, shall be guilty of a felony. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1935. ch. 2195. I 26; G.L. 1938. ch. 

318. § 22; P.L. 1940. ch. 818. ! 1: imp!. am. 

P.L. 1947. ch. 1886. §§ 36. 39: G.L. 1956. 
§ 17-19-44;G.L.1956. § 17-19-47: P.L. 1958. 
ch. 18. § 1: P.L. 1978. ch. 201. § 9. 
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17-19-48. Posting of duplicate cards. - Following the return 
of the voting lists to the local boards. each board shall cause the 
duplicate registration cards to be conformed to the originals by post· 
ing the appropriate voting facts, and shall post both cards with the 
appropriate voting facts set forth in the list of absentee voters fur
nished by the state board pursuant to the requirements of chapter 22 
of this title following the counting, canvassing, and tabulation of 
votes cast pursuant to chapter 20 of this title. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1956. I 17·19·48; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. 

I I. 

17-19-49. Political literature and influence. - No poster, pa
per, circular, or other document designed or tending to aid, injure, or 
defeat any candidate for public office or any political party on any 
question submitted to the voters shall be distributed or displayed 
within the voting place or within fifty (50) feet of the entrance or 
entrances to the building in which voting is conducted at any pri· 
mary or election. Neither shall any election official display on his or 
her person within the voting place any political party button, badge, 
or other device tending to aid, injure, or defeat the candidacy of any 
person for public office or any question submitted to the voters or to 
intimidate or influence the voters. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1956, I 17.19-49; P.L. 1962. ch. 201, 

! 4. 

17-19-50. Candidates listing on ballot. - No candidate for any 
public office shall be permitted to have his or her name appear in 
more than one place on the ballot for the same office. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1973. ch. 267. § I. 

17-19·51. Priority for elderly voters. - At each polling place, 
one voting machine shall be designated for priority use by electors 
over sixty· five (65) years of age. These electors, once they have com
plied with the requirements of § 17-19-24, shall, upon request, be 
permitted to vote immediately on the voting machine so designated. 
Other voters below the age of sixty-five (65) years may use the vot· 
ing machine so designated when there are no voters above that age 
waiting to vote. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1983. ch. 172. § 21. 
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17 -19-52. Priority for disabled voters. - Whenever a voter 
appears at a polling place and that voter has (a) an obvious medical 
disability which, in the opinion of the warden, would cause the voter 
to experience severe discomfort by standing in line, or (b) a certifi· 
cate from a licensed physician or Christian Science practitioner, at· 
testing that the voter has a disability which makes his or her stand· 
ing in line inadvisable, then that voter may be allowed a priority 
position for complying with requirements of § 17·19·24 and in each 
polling place one voting machine shall be designated for priority use 
by these electors. Other voters may use the voting machine when 
there are no disabled voters waiting to vote. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1984. ch. 369. ! 2. 
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CHAPTER 20 

MAIL BALLOTS 

:)ECTIOS. 

li-20·l. 
17·20·1.1. 
l7 -20-2. 
17 -20-2.1. 

l7-20-3. 
l7-20-4. 
l7-20-5. 
17·20·6. 
l7-20-7. 

Voting by mail ballot. 
Declaration of policy. 
Eligibility for mail ballots. 
Requirements for validity of mail 

ballots. 
Definitions. 
Exemption from registration. 
Residence of person in service. 
Alternative methods of voting. 
Duplication of votes - Methods 

preferred. 
17·20·8. Application for ballot. 
17 -20-S.1. Application by temporarily dis

abled. or incapacitated voter. 
17·20·9. Application by pennanently dis

abled or incapacitated. 
17 ·20-9.1. Application by member of the 

anned forces in active service. 
17 -20·9.2. Application by member of the 

armed forces in active service. 
17 ·20·10. Certification of applications - Is

suance of ballots - Marking of 
lists - Mailing address, 

17·20·10.1. Overseas ballots. 
1 7 ·20·11. Safekeeping of lists of applicants. 
17·20·1~. Secretary of state to furnish form 

and supplies. 
17·20·13. Form of application. 
17·20·14. Voting from hospitals and conva· 

lescent homes - Penalty for in· 
terference. 

17 ·20·14.1. Mail ballots - Local supervision. 
17·20·14.2. Voting from board of canvassers. 

SECTION. 
17·20·15. Form of ballot - Place of mark· 

ing. 
17·20·16. Time of casting .... ote. 
17·20·17. Omission of presidential electors. 
17·20·18. Instructions on ballot - Captions 

on reverse. 
17·20·19. Envelopes for return of ballots. 
17·20·20. Instructions for voting procedure. 
17·20·2l. Certifying envelopes. 
17·20·22. Certification envelopes for mail 

ballots of persons intimately 
connected with militarv service. 

17 ·20·23. Marking and certification of bal· 
lot. 

17·20·24. Irregularities not impairing va· 
lidity of ballots. 

17·20·24.1. Irregularities in obtaining and 
casting mail ballots. 

17·20·25. Return of unused ballots. 
17·20·26. Opening and counting of ballots. 
17·20·27. Sealing of ballots and voting list. 
17 ·20·28. Copies of chapter furnished to 10' 

cal boards. 
17·20·29. Mail applicant not permitted to 

vote at polls. 
17 ·20·30. Penalty for violations. 
17·20·31. Investigation of complaints. 
17·20·32. Inquiry by board of elections, 
17·20·33. Disqualification of ballot by board 

of elections. 
17·20·34. Liberal construction. 
17·20·35. Severability. 

17-20-1. Voting by mail ballot. - The electors of this state 
who. for any of the reasons set forth in § 17-20-2, being otherwise 
qualified to vote are unable to vote in person shall have the right to 
vote, in the manner and time provided by this chapter, in all general 
and special elections and primaries, including presidential primaries 
in this state for electors of president and vice-president of the United 
States, United States senator in congress, representatives in con
gress, general officers of the state, senators and representatives in 
the general assembly for the respective districts in which the elector 
is duly qualified to vote, and for any other officers whose names 
appear on the state ballot and for any city, town, ward, or district 
officers whose names appear on the respective city or town ballots in 
the ward or district of the city or town in which the elector is duly 
qualified to vote, and also to approve or reject any proposition of 
amendment to the Constitution or other propositions appearing on 
the state, city, or town ballot. 

Supp. 2192 
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History of Section. 
P.L. 19i5. ch. 258, ~ 2. 

17·20·1.1. Declaration of policy. - Those electors who are un· 
able to vote in person at the polls for the reasons set forth in * 17·20·2 are entitled to vote in a manner which reasonably guaran· 
tees the secrecy of their ballots. The procedures set forth in this 
chapter are designed to promote the effective exercise of their rights 
while safeguarding those voters who utilize the mail ballot process 
from harassment, intimidation, and invasion of privacy. Further· 
more, the procedures are intended to prevent misuse of the electoral 
system by persons who are not eligible to vote by mail ballot. The 
provisions of this chapter shall be interpreted so as to effectuate the 
policies set forth above. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1983. ch. 172. j 7. 

17·20·2. Eligibility for mail ballots. - Any elector otherwise 
qualified may vote by mail ballot in the following circumstances: 

(l) An elector who will be absent from the state on the day of 
election during the entire period of time when the polls are to be 
open; 

(2) An elector who will be absent from the city or town of his or 
her voting residence on the day of election during the entire period of 
time wnen the polls are to be open due to the elector's status as a 
student or the spouse of a student at an institution of higher learn· 
ing located within this state; 

(3) An elector who is incapacitated to such an extent that it would 
be an undue hardship to vote at the polls due to illness or mental or 
physical disability other than blindness or one seriously impairing 
mobility; provided, that the illness or disability is attested to by a 
physician or Christian Science practitioner who is familiar with the 
elector's medical condition; 

(4) An elector who is forbidden by the tenets of his or her religious 
faith from engaging in secular activity including voting on the day 
of election; 

(5) An elector who is confined in any hospital, convalescent home, 
nursing home, rest home, or similar institution, public or private; 

(6) An elector who is being detained while awaiting trial or is 
being imprisoned for any cause other than final conviction of a fel· 
ony and by reason thereof is unable to vote at the polls: 

(7) An elector who will be temporarily absent from the state be· 
cause of employment or service intimately connected with military 
operations or who is a spouse or legal dependent residing with that 
person; 

(8) An elector who is employed by the state board of elections: 
(9) An elector who is handicapped by virtue of having a temporary 

or permanent physical disability. "Disability" for the purpose of this 
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chapter means blindness or a serious impairment of mobility which 
prevents the elector from voting at the polls. 

Histon' of Section. 231. .~ 1; P.L. 1985. ch. 16l. ~ L P.L. 1986. 
P.L. '1.978. ch. 258. ~ 2; P.L. 1980. ch. 40i, ch. 316. ~ 1: P.L. 1990. ch. 22i. ~ 1. 

~ 1: P.L. 1983, ch. 172. ~ 8: P.L. 1984. ch. 

17 -20-2.1. Requirements for validity of mail ballots. - In 
addition to those requirements set forth elsewhere in this chapter. a 
mail ballot in order to be valid must have been cast in conformance 
with the following procedures: 

(1) All applications for mail ballots pursuant to subdivisions (1) of 
~ 17·20-2 must state under oath the locality where the elector will 
be on election day. All mail ballots issued pursuant to that subdivi
sion shall be mailed to the elector at an address outside the state of 
Rhode Island to be provided by the elector on the application or sent 
to the board of canvassers in the city or town where the elector 
maintains his or her voting residence. In order to be valid all ballots 
mailed to the elector out of state must be voted outside the state of 
Rhode Island and the signature of the elector notarized by a person 
authorized by law to administer oaths in the state or country where 
signed or where the elector voted. or before two (2) witnesses who 
shall set forth their addresses on said form, and must be mailed from 
outside the state of Rhode Island. In order to be valid, all ballots sent 
to the elector at the board of canvassers must be voted in private at 
the board and the signature of the elector witnessed by a pair of 
supervisors, appointed in conformance with this chapter, who shall 
return the completed ballot to the board of elections for certification. 

(2) All applications for mail ballots pursuant to subdivision (2) of * 17-20-2 must state under oath the institution of higher learning at 
which the elector or spouse of the elector is a student. All mail 
ballots issued pursuant to that subdivision shall be sent to the elec
tor at the board of canvassers in the city or town where the institu
tion of higher learning is located and must be voted in private and 
the signature of the elector witnessed by a pair of supervisors, ap
pointed in conformance with this chapter. who shall return the com
pleted ballot to the board of elections for certification. The ballots 
may be voted and witnessed by a pair of supervisors at the board or 
at such other location within the city or town as the board of can-

I vassers deems appropriate. 
(3) All applications for mail ballots pursuant to subdivision (3) of * 17-20-2 must be accompanied by a certificate from a licensed phy

sician or a Christian Science practitioner who is personally familiar 
with the elector's medical condition stating the location of his medi
cal offices, the date when that physician or practitioner last exam
ined the elector, and attesting that because of illness or disability it 
would be an undue hardship for the elector to vote at the polls. An 
elector who is permanently disabled may file a certificate by a li
censed physician or a Christian Science practitioner attesting to the 
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illness or the disability with the appropriate board of canvassers and 
thereafter shall be relieved of the requirement of filing a physician's 
certificate with subsequent applications for a mail ballot for a period 
of five 15) years from the date of the certificate. The state board of 
elections shall prepare forms for physicians and practitioners to use 
in making the certification required herein and shall distribute the 
forms prior to each general election to those physicians licensed to 
practice medicine in this state and. upon request, to such other per· 
sons and at such other times as necessary. The forms shall also be 
made available at each board of canvassers. It shall not be required 
that a physician or practitioner use the form in certifying the illness 
or disability of a voter so long as the certification provided contains 
all of the required information. Any physician knowingly and wil· 
fully making a false certification and any person knowingly and 
wilfully aiding and abetting in the making of a false certification 
shall be guilty of a felony. All mail ballots issued pursuant to that 
subdivision shall be mailed to the elector at his or her voting resi· 
dence. 

(4) All mail ballots issued pursuant to subdivision (4) of § 17·20.2 
shall be sent to the elector at the board of canvassers in the city or 
town where he or she resides and must be voted in private at the 
board and the signature of the elector witnessed by a pair of supervi· 
sors, appointed in conformance with this chapter, who shall return 
the completed ballot to the board of elections for certification. 

(5) All applications for mail ballots pursuant to subdivision (5) of 
§ 17·20·2 must state under oath the name and location of the hospi· 
tal, convalescent home, nursing home, or similar institution where 
the elector is confined. All mail ballots issued pursuant to subdivi· 
sion (5) of § 17·20·2 shall be mailed to the elector at the hospital, 
convalescent home, nursing home. or similar institution where the 
elector is confined; and the ballots shall be voted and witnessed in 
conformance with the provisions of § 17·20·14. 

(6) All mail ballots issued pursuant to subdivision (6) of § 17·20·2 
shall be mailed to the elector at the elector's place of confinement. 

(7) All applications for mail ballots pursuant to subdivision (9) of 
§ 17·20·2 must state under oath the nature of the disability (either 
blindness or mobility impairment! and whether it is permanent or 
temporary. The applications of electors having a temporary or per· 
manent physical disability are not required to be notarized, but must 
be witnessed and signed by two '21 persons eighteen (18) years of age 
or older if it is not notarized. All mail ballots issued pursuant to that 
subdivision shall be mailed to the elector at his or her voting resi· 
dence. 

18) All mail ballots issued pursuant to subdivision (7) of § 17·20·2 
shall be mailed to the elector at an address outside the state of Rhode 
Island to be provided by the elector on the application, or sent to the 
board of canvassers in the city or town where the elector maintains 
his or her voting residence. 
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193 MAIL BALLOTS 17-20-4 

(9) All mail ballots issued pursuant to subdivision (8) of § 17-20-2 
shall be mailed or delivered to the elector at the state board of elec
tions. 

HistorY of Section. 
P.L. "1983. ch. 172. § 9: P.L. 1984. ch. 231. 

j 1: P.L. 1984. ch. 39l. \ 1; P.L. 1985. ch. 
16l. ! 1: P.L. 1985. ch. 294. j 1; P.L. 1987. 

ch. 386. j 1; P.L. 1987. ch. 439. j 1; P.L. 
1989. ch. 435, § 1: P.L. 1990. ch. 227, ~ 1; 
P.L. 1991. ch. 314. \ l. 

17-20-3. Definitions.- (a) Wherever used in this chapter, every 
word importing the masculine gender only shall be construed to 
extend to and include females as well as males. 

(b) Wherever used in this chapter, the term "services intimately 
connected with military operations" shall be construed to include 
members of religious groups or welfare agencies assisting members 
of the armed forces, who are officially attached to and serving with 
the armed forces, and their spouses and dependents, and the spouses 
and dependents of members of the armed forces and of the merchant 
marine; provided, however, that the spouses and dependents shall be 
residing outside of the state with the members of the armed forces, 
merchant marine, or members of the religious or welfare agencies. 

(c) Whenever used in this chapter, the term "bi-partisan pairs of 
supervisors" shall be construed for primaries to mean a supervisor 
representing the endorsed candidates and a supervisor representing 
a majority of unendorsed candidates, and shall further be construed 
for non-partisan elections and primaries to mean non-partisan pairs 
of supervisors. 

(d) Whenever a signature is required by a voter in this chapter, 
"signature" shall also mean said voter's mark "(X)" if such person 
shall be unable to sign his or her name because of physical incapac
ity or otherwise. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. I 2; P.L. 1990. ch. 227. 

I l. 

17-20-4. Exemption from registration. - Any member of the 
armed forces or of the merchant marine of the United States in 
active service, and any person absent from the state in the perfor
mance of "services intimately connected with military operations", 
as hereinbefore defined, who, except for registration, would be a 
qualified elector of this state, shall be exempt during the period of 
his or her service and for two (2) years thereafter, from the registra
tion requirements of the Constitution of this state. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. § 2. 
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17-20-5. Residence of person in service. - The "residence", as 
defined in ~ 17-1-3.1, of any person immediately prior to the com
mencement of t'-.at person's active service as a member of the armed 
forces or of the merchant marine of the United States, or immedi
ately prior to his or her absence from the state in the performance of 
"services intimately connected with military operations", as herein
before defined. shall, for the purposes of this chapter, continue to be 
that person's residence during the time of his or her service and for a 
period of two (2) years thereafter, unless the person shall change his 
or her residence by registering or by taking other appropriate action 
to qualify to vote in another city or town within this state or in 
another state. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. § 2; P.L. 1983, ch. 172, 

§ to. 

17-20-6. Alternative methods of voting. - Any qualified elec
tor, who is a member of the armed forces or of the merchant marine 
of the United States or who is absent from the state in the perfor
mance of "services intimately connected with military operations", 
as hereinbefore defined, and any qualified elector of this state ex
empt from registration under § 17-20-4, shall have the right to vote 
at his or her option during the period of his or her service and for two 
(2) years thereafter, by anyone of the following methods: 

(a) If the person be present within the state on the day of any 
election, that person shall have the right to vote in the manner 
prescribed in chapter 19 of this title, subject, however, to any other 
provisions of this chapter. 

(b) If the person be without the state on the day of any election, 
that person shall have the right to vote by absentee ballot in accor
dance with the provisions of this chapter upon compliance with the 
provisions thereof. 

(c) The elector may cast an official federal absentee ballot in ac
cordance with the laws of the United States. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978, ch. 258. § 2; P.L. 1991, ch. 157, 

! 1. 

17-20-7. Duplication of votes - Methods preferred, - (a) In 
no event shall more than one vote be cast by any individual for any 
one office or proposition, 

(b) In the event that any person shall vote in person and shall also 
attempt to vote by mail ballot, or by war ballot, the mail and the war 
ballot shall be destroyed and not counted. 

(c) In the event that any person shall cast a mail ballot and an 
official federal war ballot, the mail ballot shall be counted, but the 
official federal war ballot shall be destroyed and not counted. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978, ch. 258. § 2. 
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17-20-8_ Application for ballot_ - (a) Any legally qualified 
elector of this state whose name appears upon the official voting list 
of the town, or district of the city or town where the elector is so 
qualified_ and desiring to avail himself or herself of the right 
6Tanted to him or her by the Constitution and declared in this chap
ter, may obtain from the local board in the city or town an affidavit 
form prepared by the secretary of state as hereinafter prescribed, 
setting forth the elector's application for a mail ballot_ 

(b) The mail voter shall duly execute the application form in full 
and subscribe the voter's name thereto_ The application unless it is 
made pursuant to subdivision (9) of § 17-20-2 shall be subscribed to 
before a notary public or two (2) witnesses who shall affix their 
respective signatures and addresses thereto under the pain and pen
alty of perjury, 

(c) Whenever any person shall be unable to sign his or her name 
because of physical incapacity or otherwise that person shall make 
his mark ''(X),'' 

(d) The application, when duly executed, shall be delivered in per
son or by mail so that it shall be received by the local board not later 
than four o'clock (4:00) p,m, on the twenty-first day before the day of 
any election referred to in § 17-20-1. 

(e) The local board shall maintain a separate list of names and 
addresses of all applicants and their subscribing witnesses and a 
copy of the list shall be made available for inspection to any person 
upon request. 

(f) Any legally qualified elector of this state whose name appears 
upon the official voting list of the town or district of the city or town 
where the elector is so qualified, who on account of circumstances 
manifested twenty (20) days or less prior to any election becomes 
eligible to vote by mail ballot according to this chapter, or who is 
assigned to work election day under § 17-11-7,1 of the general laws 
may obtain from the local board an application for an emergency 
mail ballot, The elector shall execute the application in accordance 
with the requirements of this chapter, which application shall be 
accompanied by a certificate setting forth the facts relating to the 
circumstances necessitating the application, or in the case of a voter 
requesting the ballot on medical grounds pursuant to either subdivi
sion (3) or subdivision (9) of § 17-20-2, a certificate of a licensed 
physician or of a Christian Science practitioner setting forth the 
location of his or her medical offices, the date when that physician or 
practitioner last examined the elector, and attesting that the illness 
or disability did not manifest itself until twenty (20) days or less 
prior to the date of the election and that as a result it would be an 
undue hardship for the elector to vote at the polls based upon a 
physical examination performed by that physician or practitioner 
and may be delivered to the local board not later than twelve o'clock 
r 12:00) noon of the last day preceding the date of the election, Any 
person knowingly and wilfully making a false certification or know
ingly and wilfully aiding and abetting in the making of a false certi-
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fication shall be guilty of a felony. Notwithstanding any other provi
sion of this chapter as to time and manner thereof, it shall be the 
duty of the applicant to cause the application to be processed by the 
local board so that the applicant may receive the ballot, cast it, and 
cause delivery thereof to be made to the state board not later than 
nine o'clock (9:00) p.m. on the date of election. The secretary of state 
shall provide each of the several boards of canvassers with a suffi
cient number of mail ballots for their voting districts so that the 
local boards may provide the appropriate ballot or ballots to the 
applicants. It shall be the duty of each board of canvassers to process 
each emergency ballot application in accordance with this chapter, 
and it shall be the further duty of each board to return to the secre
tary of state forthwith after each election any ballots not so issued. 
All emergency mail ballots, other than those obtained on medical 
grounds pursuant to subdivision (3), or subdivision (9) of § 17-20-2, 
or confinement pursuant to subdivisions (5) and (6) of § 17-20-2, 
must be voted by the elector in private at the board of canvassers 
where he or she resides and the signature of the elector witnessed by 
a pair of supervisors, appointed in conformance with this chapter, 
who shall return the completed ballot to the board of elections for 
certification. All emergency mail ballots obtained pursuant to subdi
vision (3), (6), or (9) of § 17-20-2 shall be mailed to the elector as 
provided in § 17-20-2.1 or delivered to a person presenting written 
authorization from the elector to receive the ballot. All emergency 
mail ballots obtained pursuant to subdivision (5) of § 17-20-2 shall 
be delivered to the voter by a bipartisan pair of supervisors, ap
pointed in conformance with this chapter, and shall be voted and 
witnessed in conformance with the provisions of § 17-20-14. 

History of SectiOb_ 172.! 10: P.L. 1984. ch. 391. § 1; P.L. 1985, 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. § 2: P.L. 1980. ch. 407, ch. 161. § 1: P.L. 1990, ch. 351, I 2. 

I 1: P.L. 1981. ch. 156. § 1: P.L. 1983. ch. 

17-20-8_1. Application by temporarily disabled or incapaci
tated voter. - A voter who is temporarily confined because of phys
ical illness or infirmity or is temporarily disabled for a period may, 
by signing an affidavit to that effect, require that an absentee ballot 
application be sent to him or her. The affidavit form and instructions 
shall be prescribed by the secretary of state, and furnished upon 
request to any elector by each local board of canvassers. The enve
lope containing the absentee ballot application shall be clearly 
marked as not forwardable. If any elector is no longer temporarily 
confined, he or she shall so notify the clerk of the local board of 
canvassers. The clerk shall remove the name of any voter from the 
mailing list established under this section upon receipt of reliable 
information that a voter no longer qualifies for the service. The voter 
shall be notified of such action within five (5) days after the board 
takes such action. 
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The affidavit form and instructions prescribed in this section shall 
be mailed to the applicant along with a stamped return envelope 
addressed to the local board of canvassers. The envelope containing 
the actual absentee ballot shall include a stamped. return envelope 
addressed "Board of Elections, 50 Branch Avenue, Providence, 
Rhode Island." 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1989, ch. 398. l I. 

17-20-9. Application by permanently disabled or incapaci· 
tated. - A voter who is indefinitely confined because of physical 
illness or infirmity or is disabled for an indefinite period may, by 
signing an affidavit to that effect and submitting certification by a 
licensed physician or by a Christian Science practitioner, require 
that an absentee ballot application be sent to him or her automati· 
cally for every election. The affidavit form and instructions shall be 
prescribed by the secretary of state, and furnished upon request to 
any elector by each local board of canvassers, The certification by 
the physician or practitioner shall state the location of his or her 
medical offices, the permanency of the illness or disability, the date 
when that physician or practitioner last examined the elector, and 
attesting that because of the illness or disability, that it would be an 
undue hardship for the elector to vote at the polls. The envelope 
containing the absentee ballot application shall be clearly marked as 
not forwardable. If any elector is no longer indefinitely confined. he 
or she shall so notify the clerk of the local board of canvassers. The 
clerk shall remove the name of any voter from the mailing list estab· 
lished under this section upon receipt of reliable information that a 
voter no longer qualifies for the service, The voter shall be notified of 
the action within five (5) days after the board takes the action. 

The affidavit form and instructions prescribed in this section shall 
be mailed to the applicant along with a stamped return envelope 
addressed to the local boards of canvassers. The envelope containing 
the actual absentee ballot shall include a stamped, return envelope 
addressed "Board of Elections, 50 Branch Avenue, Providence, 
Rhode Island." 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258,! 2, P.L. 1983, ch. 172, 

§ 11; P.L. 1988, ch. 297, § 1. 

17·20·9.1. Application by member of the armed forces in 
active service. - (a) A voter who is a member of the armed forces 
in active service may, by certification to that effect by the voter's 
military command, require that an absentee ballot application be 
sent to the voter automatically for every election during the period 
of time for which the voter has been assigned to that duty station. 
The certification by the military command shall be prepared in form 
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by the secretary of state and shall include the name of the military 
personnel, the address to which the voter's application shall be 
mailed, the name and signature of the military commander complet· 
mg the certificatIOn, and the length oftime for which the serviceman 
has been assigned to that duty station. 

(bl Notification of removal from the mailing list shall be sent to 
the applicant. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1985. ch. 413. j 1. 

17·20·9.2. Application by member of the armed forces in 
active service. - (a) A voter who is a member of the armed forces 
in active service may, by certification to that effect by the voter's 
military command, require that an absentee ballot be sent to the 
voter automatically if that voter has registered to vote using the 
federal postcard application (FPCA), for every election during the 
period of time for which the voter has been assigned to that duty 
station. The certification by the military command may be prepared 
in form by the secretary of state and shall include the name of the 
military personnel, the address to which the voter's application shall 
be mailed, the name and signature of the military commander com· 
pleting the certification, and the length of time for which the 
serviceperson has been assigned to that duty station. 

(b) Notification of removal from the mailing list shall be sent to 
the applicant. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1991. ch. 182. § 1. 

17·20·10. Certification of applications - Issuance of ballots 
- Marking of lists - Mailing address. - (a) Upon receipt by it of 
such application, the local board shall immediately examine it and 
determine whether it complies with each of the requirements set 
forth by this chapter and compare the signature on the ballot appli· 
cation with the signature contained on the original registration 
card, except as may be otherwise provided by law, to satisfy itself 
that the applicant is a qualified voter. Upon determining that it does 
meet each such requirement and that the signature appears to be 
the same the local board shall mark the application "accepted" and 
record in the space provided therefor on the ballot application the 
senatorial, representative and voting district in which the applicant 
should vote. The local board shall also record the information reo 
quired in the "Notice to applicant" on the upper portion of the appli· 
cation. 

(b) Not later than 4:00 p.m. on the eighteenth day before the day 
of any election referred to in this chapter or within seven (7) days of 
receipt by the local board, whichever shall occur first, the local board 
shall certify the applications and shall cause their deli very of the 
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same together with the notices to applicants appended and seven (7) 
certified listings thereof in sealed packages to the secretary of state. 
The secretary of state shall give a dated receipt acknowledging de· 
livery and stating the number of applications received. Upon the 
certification of a mail ballot application to the secretary of state, the 
local board shall make a copy of the certification, and enter on the 
voting list the fact that a mail ballot application for the voter has 
been certified to the secretary of state. 

tcl Upon receipt by the secretary of state of the applications. the 
secretary of state shall forthwith upon the ballots becoming avail
able issue and mail, by first class mail, postage prepaid, a mail 
ballot, together with the completed "Notice to applicant" received 
from the local board and detached by the secretary of state from the 
application to each eligible voter. With respect to voters who have 
applied for such mail ballots under the provisions of §§ 17-20-2(3) 
and 17-20-2(9), the secretary of state shall include with such mail 
ballots a stamped, return envelope addressed "Board of Elections, 50 
Branch Avenue, Providence, Rhode Island 02904-2790". 

The secretary of state shall include in the return address section of 
the mail ballot envelope a numerical or alphabetical code designat
ing the city or town where the voter resides. The secretary of state 
shall forthwith thereafter indicate on the certified lists the names to 
which the secretary of state has sent mail ballots and shall return 
one of said lists to the local board whence it came and shall deliver 
another of the lists together with the certified applications to the 
state board. The state board shall keep all the applications in safe 
custody together with the voters' ballots, both of which shall be 
sealed after the completion of the count and canvass of the ballots. 

(d) Prior to each election the secretary of state shall also furnish 
to the chairman of the state committee of each political party, a list 
of the names and residence addresses of all persons to whom mail 
ballots have been issued. The secretary of state shall also furnish to 
a candidate for political office upon request a list of the names and 
residence addresses of all persons to whom mail ballots have been 
issued within his or her district. 

(e) Upon return to it of the certified list with the names to which 
the secretary of state has sent mail ballots the local board shall: 

(1) Promptly mark the voting record of each qualified voter who 
has been issued a mail ballot with a mark written or stamped in red 
ink in the place provided on the registration card for the record of 
voting in the election in question; provided that any such mark shall 
serve solely to indicate that a mail ballot has been issued and shall 
not be construed as voting in the election; 

(2) Upon the completion of the final canvass, as provided by law; 
for any election mentioned in § 17-20-1, forthwith certify, seal up, 
label with proper designation, and transmit duly certified lists of the 
qualified electors in their respective cities and towns who have been 
so designated on the official voting lists as mail voters to the state 
board. 
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(f) Notwithstanding any other provisions of the general laws to 
the contrary, every ballot required by this chapter to be mailed to 
any elector shall be mailed to the elector at the elector's registered 
voting address or at the appropriate board of canvassers as provided 
in * 17-20-2.1; provided, however, that applicants who claim eligi
bility to vote by mail by virtue of subdivision categories (ll. (5), (6) 

and (7), of § 17-20-2 may direct that their ballot be mailed to some 
other address which is outside the state of Rhode Island or which is 
the place where incarcerated or which is the hospital. convalescent 
home, nursing home, rest home or similar institution where the 
applicant is confined. 

(g) If a ballot is returned to the secretary of state by the postal 
service as undeliverable the secretary of state shall consult with the 
appropriate local board to determine the accuracy of the mailing 
address, and the secretary of state shall be required to re-mail such 
ballot to the voter using the corrected address provided by the local 
board. If the local board is unable to provide a different address than 
that to which the ballot was originally mailed the ballot shall be 
reissued by the secretary of state to the board of canvassers in the 
city or town where the voter resides utilizing the numerical or al
phabetical code established in subsection (c). The board shall then 
attempt to notify the voter at his or her place of residence that the 
ballot has been returned as undeliverable. The ballot must be voted 
and witnessed in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 

(h) 'J'he acceptance of a mail ballot application by the board of 
canvassers and the issuance of a mail ballot by the secretary of state 
shall not create any presumption as to the accuracy of the informa
tion provided by the applicant or as to the applicant's compliance 
with the provisions of this chapter. Any inaccuracy in the informa
tion so provided or irregularity in the application may be raised as a 
challenge to the ballot before the board of elections at the time of 
certification. If the challenge raised at that time is meritorious. the 
ballot shall be voided. 

(i) Upon the request of any candidate for public office and upon a 
showing of good cause therefor or upon its own motion, the board of 
elections shall make inquiry into the legitimacy of the certifications 
issued pursuant to subdivision (3) of § 17-20-2.1 by any physician or 
practitioner who issues more than fifty (50l certifications in anyone 
election or by any physician or practitioner who the board has rea
son to believe has made a false certification. The inquiry shall in
clude a determination as to whether the physician or practitioner 
conducted an examination of the electors he or she certified as ill or 
disabled so as to determine whether it would be an undue hardship 
on them to go to the polls. The provisions of chapter 37.3 of title 5 
shall not apply to any proceeding before the state board of elections 
conducted pursuant to this title. The boards of canvassers shall im
mediately notify the board of elections of any physician who has 
issued more than twenty-five (25) certifications in their city or town 
in the same election. 
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History of Section. 172, § 12; P.L. 1984, ch. 309, § 1; P.L. 1989, 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. § 2: P.L. 1979. ch. 269. ch. 468. § 1: P.L. 1990. ch. 466. § 1: P.L. 

§ 1: P.L. 1980. ch. 407. § 1: PL. 1983. ch. 1991. ch. 172. § 1. 

17-20-10_1. Overseas ballots. - Any mail ballot which is to be 
sent to the elector at an address outside of the continental United 
States may, in the discretion of the state board of elections, be di
vided into two (2) printed ballots, one containing the candidates for 
federal and state office and the other containing all other candidates 
for office and ballot questions. Each ballot may be mailed separately 
to the voter as soon as it becomes available. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1984. ch. 309. § 2. 

17·20-11. Safekeeping of lists of applicants. - The copies of 
certified applications and the certified lists returned to the several 
local boards shall be safely kept in the custody of the boards until the 
first day of September in the second year after the lists were by them 
received. 

History ot Section, 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. § 2. 

17·20·12. Secretary of state to furnish form and supplies.
All mail ballots, application forms. certified envelopes for enclosing 
ballots, such other envelopes as may be necessary, and instructions 
as to voting, use of ballots, and affidavits, shall be furnished and 
supplied by the secretary of state for use in mailing application 
forms, ballots, and other supplies to mail voters to carry out the 
provisions of this chapter, but each local board shall print or stamp 
upon the application form and upon the return envelope the address 
of the local board. The secretary of state is authorized to interpret 
and apply the provisions of this chapter in such manner as to effect 
the legislative intention herein set forth. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. § 2. 

17-20·13. Form of application. - The following in addition to 
such directions as may be printed. stamped, or written thereon by 
authority of the secretary of state, shall be the form of application to 
be subscribed by voters before receiving a mail ballot, viz.: 

NOTICE TO APPLICANT 

This application is a matter of public record, but your vote is 
confidential. 

(Applicant should not write in this space - to be filled in by local 
board.) 

Supp. 2'92 
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Name 
Voting address 

You are in senatorial district # 
Representative district # 

(Street) (City or Town) 

(Perforation) 

APPLICATION OF VOTER FOR BALLOT 

(Applicant should not write in this space - to be filled in by local 
board.) 

Senatorial district 
Representative district 
Voting district 
(City) (town) of 
(Date) 
Accepted 
State of 
City or town of 
(Applicant shall complete form starting here.) 
Applicant says that I reside at No. __ Street in city or town of 
_~_ in the state of Rhode Island. and that I am a qualified voter 
of this city or town. 

I further state that I am not a qualified voter of any other state or 
any other city or town within this state and have not claimed and do 
not intend to claim the right to vote in any other city or town or 
state; that I apply in good faith for a mail ballot or set of ballots. as 
the case may be, to be used for an election on ___ :::-_-::--:---:_ 

(Date of election) 
(a) I certify that I am eligible for a mail ballot on the following 

basis: (check one) 
(1) ( ) I will be absent from the state on the day of election 

during the entire period of time when the polls are to be open. I will be in _____________ -:-______ _ 

(name of city, state. and country) 
on election day. 
I understand that my ballot will be mailed to me at an address out of 
state to be designated by me or at my local board of canvassers if no 
other address is designated. 

(List out-of-state address) 
(2) ( ) I will be absent from the city or town of my voting resi

dence during all the hours polls are open because of my status as a 
student or spouse of a student in an institution of higher learning, 

(name of schoo!) 
located within this state. 

I understand that my ballot will be mailed to me at the board of 
canvassers in the city or town where my institution of higher learn
ing is located. 

Supp. 2.:92 
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(3) ( ) I am incapacitated to such an extent that it would be an 
undue hardship to vote at the polls by illness or mental or physical 
disability, other than blindness or one seriously impairing mobility 
(must be accompanied by a certification from a physician or Chris
tian Science practitioner)' 

I understand that my ballot will be mailed to me at my registered 
voting address. 

(4) ( ) Because tenets of my religion forbid secular activity in
c! uding voting on the day of election. 

I understand that my bBllot will be mailed to me at my local board 
of canvassers. 

(5) ( ) Because of confinement in a hospital, convalescent home, 
nursing home, rest home, or similar institution, public or private. 

(name and address of institution) 
I understand that my ballot will be mailed to me at the hospital, 

convalescent home, nursing home or rest home where I am confined: 

(List name and address of institution) 
(6) ( ) I am detained while awaiting trial or imprisoned for a 

cause other than final conviction of a felony and by reason thereof I 
am unable to vote in person in the city or town in which I am regis
tered. 

I understand that my ballot will be mailed to me at the prison 
where I am confined: 

(List name and address of prison) 
(7) ( ) I am temporarily absent from the state because of em

ployment or service intimately connected with military operations or 
because I am a spouse or dependent of such a person. 

I understand that my ballot will be mailed to me at an address out
of-state to be designated by me, or at my local board of canvassers. 

(List out-of-state address) 
(8) ( ) I am employed by the state board of elections. 
I understand that my ballot will be mailed or delivered to me at 

the board of elections. 
(8)(a) ( ) I am a member of the staff of a local canvassing au

thority; 
(9) ( ) I am handicapped due to blindness or a serious impair

ment of mobility which prevents me from voting at the polls. 
I understand that my ballot will be mailed to me at my registered 

voting address. 
I DECLARE UNDER PENALTIES OF PERJURY THAT ALL OF 

THE INFORMATION I HAVE PROVIDED ON THIS FORM IS 
TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE. 
(Date of birth) 

(Sign in full on this line) 
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(If unable to sign name because of physical incapacity or otherwise 
applicant shall make his or her mark "(X)".) 
Sworn to (or affirmed) before me, this __ day of __ , 19 __ 

Notary Public 
(!f executed outside of Rhode Island by a notary public, attest in 
manner authorized by law of place where taken.> 

Witnesses: 

(Signature) (Residence) 

(Signature) (Residence) 
(This application must either be sworn to before a notary public or 

before two (2) witnesses who must sign their names and addresses. If 
the voter is handicapped due to blindness or a serious mobility im
pairment and has checked subdivision (a)(9) on this application, no 
notarization is needed. The application must either be witnessed and 
signed by two (2) persons eighteen (18) years of age or older or 
notarized.) 

Note - This application must be received by your local canvassing 
authority not later than four o'clock (4:00) p.m. on the twenty-first 
day before the day of any election. If this application is for an emer
gency ballot it must be accompanied by certificate as to the circum
stances requiring the emergency ballot and must be received by the 
local canvassing authority not later than twelve o'clock (12:00) noon 
on the last day before the day of the election. 
Mail to: 
Board ofCanvassers' __________________ _ 
(City) (Town) of _________________ _ 
_______________________ Street 
___________________ Rhode Island 

(Not to be filled in by applicant, to be completed by local board.) 
This application is returned for the following reason(s): 
(check appropriate boxes) 
( ) Application not sufficient; 
( ) Applicant not a qualified elector; 
( ) Signature does not compare with the signature on the voter's 

registration card; 
( ) Application received later than four o'clock (4:00) p.m. local 

time on the twenty-first day before the day of election; 
( ) Application for emergency ballot received later than twelve 

o'clock (12:00) noon on the last day before the day of election; 
( ) Other. 

(Signatures of local board members) 
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History of Section. 161, ~ 1: P.L. 1987. ch. 282. ~ 1; P.L. 1989. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258, ~ 2: P.L. 1980. ch. 407. ch. -\35, ~ 1: P.L. 1990. ch. 227. ~ 1; P.L. 

l 1: P.L. 1963. ch. 172., 13: P.L. 1965. ch. 1990. ch. 496. ; 1: P.L. 1991. ch. 314. j 1. 

17-20-14_ Voting from hospitals and convalescent homes -
Penalty for interference. - The state board of elections shall ap
point as many bipartisan pairs of supervisors as are necessary whose 
duty it shall be to attend each hospital. rest home, nursing home and 
convalescent home, or similar types of personal care facility in the 
state within seven (7) days prior to the election. They shall supervise 
the casting of votes by persons using mail ballots at such place so as 
to preserve their secrecy and shall take acknowledgments or serve as 
witnesses, and jointly provide assistance, if requested, to assure 
proper marking, sealing, and mailing of ballots as voted. Every mail 
ballot cast by a patient in a hospital or convalescent home within 
this state must be witnessed by the state supervisors. It shall be the 
duty of the person or persons in charge of hospitals, rest homes, 
nursing homes and convalescent homes, or similar types of personal 
care facility, to allow the state supervisors to perform their duties as 
set forth herein at all reasonable times. Every person who shall 
wilfully hinder the state supervisors in performing their duties as 
set forth herein, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

It shall be the responsibility of the state board of elections to 
provide all bipartisan pairs of supervisors with an official identifica
tion card. All bipartisan pairs of supervisors will be required to have 
in their possession their identification card when conducting official 
business. 

Any person who shall deliberately misrepresent themselves as an 
official of the board of elections, or who shall deceive, coerce, or 
interfere with a voter casting a ballot shall be subject to prosecution 
under § 17-20-30 of this chapter. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. § 2: P.L. 1962. ch. 163. 

§ 1: P.L. 1989. ch. 500. § 1. 
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17-20-14_1. Mail ballots - Local supervision_ - Each local 
board shall be authorized to appoint one or more bi-partisan pairs of 
supervisors in the manner as other bi-partisan pairs of supervisors 
are appointed for each election, whose duty it shall be to attend each 
person who makes an application for a mail ballot under § 17-20-8 
and § 17-20-9, who does not fall under the provisions of § 17-20-14, 
and who requests that a bi-partisan pair of supervisors be sent by 
the board of canvassers to that person's place of residence for the 
purpose of supervising or assisting the mail voter in casting his or 
her vote. The bi-partisan pairs of supervisors shall supervise the 
casting of votes by persons using the mail ballot at such a place so as 
to preserve their secrecy and shall take acknowledgments or serve as 
witnesses, and jointly provide assistance, if requested, to assure 
proper marking, sealing, and mailing of ballots as voted. The failure 
or neglect of any local board to appoint such bi-partisan pairs, or the 
failure or neglect of any pair to attend any place at which a mail 
voter's ballot may be used, or the marking, sealing, or mailing of 
ballots in the absence of any pair, shall not invalidate any ballot. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978, ch. 258. § 2. 

17-20-14.2. Voting from board of canvassers_ - The state 
board of elections shall appoint as many pairs of supervisors as are 
necessary whose duty it shall be to attend each board of canvassers 
in the state on each of the six (6) business days prior to the election 
and on election day and on such additional days as the state board 
shall direct to supervise the casting of votes by persons using mail 
ballots at such a place so as to preserve their secrecy and to take 
acknowledgments or serve as witnesses, and jointly provide assis
tance, if requested, to assure proper marking, sealing, and mailing of 
ballots as voted. The pairs appointed by the board of elections shall 
be "bi-partisan", as defined in this title, unless the persons are mem
bers or employees of the boards of canvassers of the cities and towns. 
The state board of elections may, in its discretion, appoint members 
and employees of the boards of canvassers of the cities and towns to 
the pairs of supervisors provided for herein. Every mail ballot cast at 
a board of canvassers must be witnessed by the state supervisors. 
Every person who shall wilfully hinder the state supervisors in per
forming their duties as set forth herein shall be guilty of a misde
meanor. 

History of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1983. ch. 172. § 14: P.L. 1984. ch. 391. 

§ 1. 
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17-20-15. Form of ballot - Place of marking. - Every official 
mail ballot shall be substantially in the form provided by this title. 
insofar as the same shall be practicable, except that all such ballots 
shall contain on their face the names of all federal and state candi· 
dates and all local candidates for council and school committee. Any 
qualified voter may mark and cast a mail ballot within or outside 
the state of Rhode Island. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 253. § 1; P.L, 1978. ch. 258. 

§ 2; P.L. 1980. ch. 407. § 1. 

17-20-16. Time of casting vote. - Mail ballots may be cast in 
the manner provided by law on or before election day; provided, that 
no mail ballot shall be counted unless it is received by the state 
board not later than nine o'clock (9:00) p.m. local time on election 
day. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. § 2. 

17-20-17. Omission of presidential electors. - Every mail 
ballot heretofore required by the provisions of law to contain the 
names of electors for president and vice·president of the United 
States shall contain the names of all candidates for president and 
vice-president of the United States preceded by the words "Electors 
for" in lieu of names of the electors for the officers. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. § 2. 

17 -2()"18. Instructions on ballot - Captions on reverse. -
The secretary of state may, if the secretary deems necessary, cause 
to be printed at the head of the ballot brief instructions for voting 
and the use of the ballot. The reverse side of the mail ballotsshall.in 
addition to the official endorsement provided by law, bear the words 
uMail voters." 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. § 2. 

17-20-19. Envelopes for return of ballots. - Envelopes for the 
enclosure and return of mail ballots and their enclosing certified 
envelope shall have the printed or written address "Board of elec· 
tions, 50 Branch Ave., Providence, Rhode Island," and shall be for· 
warded by the secretary of state to each mail voter whose application 
for the mail ballot has been received and accepted. 
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207 MAIL BALLOTS 17-20-21 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. \ 2. 

17-20-20. Instructions for voting procedure. - The secretary 
of state shall also cause to be prepared and printed an adequate 
{lumber of copies of instructions for voting procedure in accordance 
with the provisions of this chapter, or the secretary may cause the 
instructions to be printed in an appropriate place on the official mail 
ballots. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. § 2. 

17-20-21. Certifying envelopes. - The secretary of state shall 
cause to be prepared and printed and shall furnish with each mail 
ballot an envelope for sealing up and certifying the ballot when 
returned. On one side of said envelope shall be printed, viz.: 

(to be filled in 
by secretary 
of state) 

(to be filled 
in by board 
of election) 

Official Mail Ballot 

For ______ ~------_=---------------
(City and/or Town) 

Election __ _=-----:-:::-:----:---:--
(Date of Election) 

19_ 

Senatorial district ____________________ _ 
Representative district __________________ _ 

Voting district ________________________ _ 

(City) (Town) of ____________________ _ 

Note: Above designation must correspond with designation on appli
cation submitted by local board. 

Nameofvoter __________________ ~__:--_=~--__:__:--------
(Print or Typewrite) 

Residence (Street and number, if any) ____________________ _ 

City (or town) of ____________________________________ _ 

(see reverse side) 

On the same side of said envelope shall be printed, viz.: 
After marking ballot or ballots, fold and enclose in this envelope 

and seal it. Certify to statement on reverse side hereof. Enclose in 
envelope addressed to board of elections, which must receive the 
envelope not later than nine o'clock (9:00) p.m. the day of election. 

On reverse side of the envelope shall be printed, viz.: 

Supp. 4191 
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Certificate of Voter 

I certify under penalty of perjury that I am a resident of the state 
of Rhode Island and a qualified voter of the state residing at 
-::-________ -:-_in the city or town of _______ _ 
(Street and number, if any) 
and that I am eligible to cast a mail ballot for the reason set forth in 
my application and that I have not qualified to vote elsewhere than 
as set forth on the reverse side of this envelope, nor do I intend to 
vote for any of the candidates, amendments or propositions named in 
the enclosed ballot elsewhere or in any other manner. 
Voter must sign full name here: _____________ _ 

(If unable to sign name because of physical incapacity or otherwise, 
voter shall make his or her mark "(X)"). 

Before me the day of 19, at 
_______ (city or town), county of , state of 
_________ , personally appeared the above named voter, 
to me known and known by me to be the person who affixed his or 
her signature to this ballot envelope. 

Nota.ry must also print his name 
Witness: 

(Signature) 

(Signature) 

Notary Public 

(Residence) 

(Residence) 

Note: Mail ballots must either be sworn to before a notary public or 
before two (2) witnesses who must sign their names and addresses. If 
the voter is handicapped due to blindness or a serious mobility im
pairment and checked subdivision (a)(9) on the mail ballot applica
tion, no notarization or witnesses are necessary. 

History of Section. P.L. 1989. ch. 156. § 1; P.L. 1989. ch. 435. 
P.L. 1978. ch. § 2; P.L. 1981. ch. 272. § 1; § 1; P.L. 1989. ch. 436. § 1; P.L. 1990. ch. 

P.L. 1985. ch. 94. § 1; P.L. 1985. ch. 161. § 1; 227. § I. 

17-20-22. Certification envelopes for mail ballots of persons 
intimately connected with military service. - The distinctively 
colored certification envelope for persons intimately connected with 
military service shall contain on one side: 

(to be filled in 
by secretary 
of state) 

Official Mail Ballot 

For ________ -=~--_=--~-----------
(City or Town) 

Election _---,=-__ --=-=:---:--,--_ 
(Date of Election) 

19_ 
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(to be filled in 
by the board of 
elections 1 

~!AIL BALLOTS 

Senatorial district __________ _ 

Representative district _________ _ 
Voting district :-___________ _ 
(Cityl (Townl of ___________ _ 

Note: Above designation must correspond with designation on appli
cation submitted by local board. 
Nameofvoter ___ ~~ ______ ~~~~ _____ __ 

(Print your name plainly here) 
Rhode Island residence: 
Street and number (if any) or rural route ~:-___ ~ ____ _ 

(Print street and number or rural route) 
City or town ___ ---:=-:-----,. __________ :----,. ____ --: ________ _ 

(Print city or town of voting residence) 

(Signature of voter) 
Upon the other side of such envelope shall be printed the following 

oath: 

Oath of Elector Casting the Enclosed 
Ballot or Ballots 

I do hereby affirm that: 
(1) I am a citizen of the United States; 
(21 The date of my birth was , 
(3) For years preceding this election my residence has 

been in the state of Rhode Island; 
(4) For months preceding this election my residence has 

been in the city or town of at (street 
and number, if any, or rural routel 

(5) I am (check appropriate iteml: 
(a) In the armed forces of the United States ( ); 
(b) In the merchant marine of the United States ( ); 
(c) A member of ______ -::-________ --: ________________ _ 

I Insert name of group or agency) 
which is a religious group or welfare agency assisting members of 
the armed forces of the United States, and am officially attached to 
and serving with the armed forces I ); 

(d) The spouse ( ) or dependent I 1 (check one) of, and residing 
outside of the state of Rhode Island with, who is: 

(insert name) 
(check appropriate item) 

(i) In the armed forces of the United States ( ); 
(ii) In the merchant marine of the United States ( ); 
(iii) A member of __________________ _ 

I Insert name of group or agency) 
which is a religious group or welfare agency assisting members of 
the armed forces of the United States. and who is officially attached 
to and serving with the armed forces ( ). 

Supp. 2192 
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(Signature of voter) 

History of SectiOD_ § 15: P.L. 1984. ch. 369. § 1: P.L. 1990. ch. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. § 2: P.L. 1983. ch. 172. 227.! 1. 

17 -20-23. Marking and certification of ballot. - (a) A voter 
desiring to vote for all candidates of one political party for national 
and state, or city or town, offices, shall place a cross (X) within the 
circle above the designation of that party upon the appropriate bal
lot. 

(b) A voter may omit to mark in any circle and may vote for the 
candidates of the voter's choice by making a cross (X) in the squares 
opposite their respective names. Where a voter makes a cross (X) 
within the circle at the top of any column, and cancels a name in the 
column, but does not mark a cross (X) within the voting square at 
the right of any name of a candidate for the same office in any other 
column, the ballot shall be considered blank for the office. 

(c) In case a voter desires to vote upon a question submitted to the 
vote of the electors of the state, the voter shall mark in the appropri
ate square a cross (Xl against the answer which the voter desires to 
give. 

(dl The voter shall mark the ballot in the presence of two (2) 
witnesses or some officer authorized by the law of the place where 
marked to administer oaths. Except as may be otherwise provided 
for by this chapter the voter shall not allow the official or witnesses 
to see how he or she marks it and the official or witnesses shall hold 
no communication with the voter, nor the voter with the official or 
witnesses, as to how the voter is to vote. Thereafter the voter shall 
enclose and seal the ballot in the envelope provided for it. The voter 
shall then execute before the official or witnesses the certification on 
the envelope and shall endorse the reverse side of the envelope as 
provided by this chapter. The voter shall then enclose and seal the 
certified envelope with the ballot in the envelope addressed to the 
state board and cause the envelope to be delivered to the state board 
on or before the election day. 

(e) These ballots shall be counted only ifreceived within the time 
limited by this chapter. 

(I) There shall be a space provided on the general election ballot to 
allow the voter to write in the names of persons not in nomination by 
any party as provided for in §§ 17-19-31 and 17-20-24. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. I 2: P.L. 1991. ch. 143. 

§ 1: P.L. 1991. ch. 291. I 1. 

Supp. 2'92 .~....J 
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17-20-24. Irregularities not impairing validity of ballots. -
(a) No ballot transmitted under the provisions of this chapter shall 
be rejected for any immaterial addition, omission, or irregularity in 
the preparation or execution of the paper ballot, nor for failure of the 
voter to affix sufficient postage. No ballot shall be invalid by reason 
of mistake or omission in writing in the name of any candidate 
where the candidate intended by the voter is plainly identifiable. 
Where, because of any defect in marking, a ballot is held invalid as 
to any particular candidate for office, it shall remain valid as to the 
candidates for other offices. No ballot shall be invalid by reason of 
the voter writing upon the inner envelope the name of a community 
within a town in place of the name of the town. No defect in the 
marking of a cross shall invalidate any ballot or a vote for any 
candidate, where the intention of the voter is clearly indicated. 

(b) No ballot shall be rejected if the intention of the voter is clear 
unless it contains clear evidence of the identity of the voter. 

Hiltory of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. ! 2; P.L. 1983. ch. 172. 

I 15. 

17 ·20·24.1. Irregularities in obtaining and casting mail bal· 
lots. - The requirements set forth by this chapter controlling mail 
ballot eligibility and the procedure by which mail ballots are ob· 
tained and cast shall be strictly applied so as to assure the integrity 
of the electoral system. No mail ballot which was not obtained 
and/or cast in material conformance with the provisions of this title 
shall be certified by the board of elections. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of § 34·12·3 to the contrary, any mail ballot application 
or mail ballot certification notari2ed by a person who is not in fact a 
notary public or other officer authorized to administer oaths and 
take acknowledgements shall be void. Nothing herein shall be con
strued to require the disqualification of a ballot merely because the 
elector did not sign the elector's full name as it is listed on the voter 
registration list, but omitted or included a middle initial or name, 
abbreviated a first and/or middle name, or made a similar omission 
or inclusion, so long as the board of elections can reasonably deter
mine the identity of the voter. 

History of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1983. ch. 172. § 16. 

17·20·25. Return of unused ballots. - Every voter who has 
received a mail ballot and has not cast it, shall nevertheless return 
the unvoted ballot and its uncertified enclosing envelope to the state 
board or local board with a statement that the voter is not using the 
mail ballot, before nine o'clock (9:00) p.m. on election day. 

Supp. 2192 
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History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 25B, ~ 2. 

17-20-26. Opening and counting of ballots. - III Beginning 
prior to and continuing on election day the state board, upon receipt 
of mail ballots, shall keep the ballots in a safe and secure place 
which shall be separate and apart from the general public area, and 
hold sessions, at which in each instance it shall: 

(a) Open the outer envelope and attach the matching ballot appli
cation to the inner certifying envelope; 

(b) Write or fill in the name or number of the city or town, and 
senatorial and representative and/or voting district, as the case may 
be, on the inner certifying envelope, as they appear on the ballot 
application; 

(e) Number consecutively for identification the inner certifying 
envelopes and matching ballot applications; 

(d) Beginning five (5) days prior to and continuing on election day, 
proceed to certify the mail ballots. 
Notice of these sessions shall be given to the public by announce
ments in newspapers of general circulation published at least 
twenty-four (24) hours before the commencing of any session. All 
candidates for state and federal office, as well as all state party 
chairmen, shall be given notice by telephone or otherwise of the day 
on which ballots effecting that candidate's district will be certified; 
provided, however, failure to effect the notice shall in no way invali
date the ballots. 

(2) This processing shall be done within a railed space in the room 
in which it takes place, and the board shall admit within the railed 
space, in accordance with such rules as the board shall adopt, to 
witness the processing and certification of the ballots, the voter in
terested or the voter's representative, the candidates, or at least one 
representative of each candidate for whom votes are at the time 
being processed, and an equal number of representatives of each 
political party. These representatives shall be authorized in writing 
by the voter, the candidate, or the chairman of the state committee 
of the political party, respectively, as the case may be. The board 
shall also, in accordance with these rules, admit representatives of 
the press and newscasting agencies and such other persons as it 
deems proper. 

(3) At these sessions, and before certifying any ballot, the state 
board shall: 

(a) Determine the city or town, and senatorial, representative, 
and voting district, in which the voter cast his or her ballot and 
classify accordingly. 

Supp. 2192 
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(b) Compare the name, residence. and signature of the voter with 
the name, residence. and signature on the ballot application for mail 
ballots and satisfy itself that both signatures are identical. 

(4) If, during the processing and certification of mail ballots no 
objection has been raised against the certification of a ballot. the 
outer envelope shall be discarded. However. if an objection has been 
raised that entails further consideration and determination by the 
board, the outer envelope shall remain attached to the certifying 
inner envelope for identification purposes. 

(5) The board shall establish guidelines setting forth the grounds 
for challenging the certification of mail ballots. These guidelines 
shall recognize that if a ballot can be reasonably identified to be that 
of the voter it purports to be. and if it can reasonably be determined 
that the voter was eligible to vote by mail ballot and if the require
ments of § 17-20-2.1 were complied with. it should not be subject to 
frivolous or technical challenge. The burden of proof in challenging a 
mail ballot as not obtained and/or cast in conformance with this 
chapter is on the person challenging the ballot. Once the irregularity 
is shown, the burden of proof shall shift to the person defending the 
ballot to demonstrate that it is the ballot of the voter it purports to 
be, that the voter was eligible to vote by mail ballot. and that all of 
the applicable requirements of § 17-20-2.1 were complied with. The 
guidelines shall be adopted at a public meeting of the board and 
shall be made available prior to the start of the certification process 
for mail ballots. 

(6) After processing and certification of the mail ballots. they 
shall be separated in packages in accordance with their respective 
cities and towns, and senatorial. representative. and voting districts. 
in the presence of the board and all other interested parties. There
upon, in each instance the board shall open the enclosing envelope. 
and without looking at the inside of the state ballot enclosed therein 
deposit the ballot in a covered locked box, after marking thereon the 
voting district from which the voter was registered. After the last of 
the ballots has been so deposited the state board shall forthwith 
proceed to count the ballots with the same effect as if the ballots had 
been cast by the electors in open town, or district, meetings. 

(7) At the same time as the state ballots are deposited as aforesaid 
municipal mail ballots shall be segregated by the board according to 
cities and towns after first marking on each city ballot the appropri
ate ward and school district numbers and on each town ballot the 
appropriate district numbers. Upon the completion of the segrega
tion of the municipal mail ballots, they shall be promptly delivered 
in sealed packages, bearing upon the seals the signatures of all 
members of the board, to the appropriate local boards which shall 
thereupon proceed to count the ballots in the same manner and with 
the same effect as the state mail ballots are counted by the state 
board. 
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History of Section. § I: P.L. 1981. ch. 326. § I: P.L. 1983. ch. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. § 2: P.L. 1980. ch. 407. 172. § 17. 

17 -20-27. Sealing of ballots and voting list. - The state board 
shall, at the completion of the count of all votes cast at any election, 
place all ballots received from mail voters together with the certified 
envelopes containing the ballots in a steel box or package and shall 
seal the ballots and envelopes in open meetings of the board by 
affixing at least four (4) adhesive labels, and the members of the 
board shall sign the labels by affixing their signatures in ink to each 
of the labels, and thereafter no steel box or package shall upon any 
pretense whatever be reopened by any person except upon order of 
the general assembly or a court of competent jurisdiction, but shall 
be held by the board until the first day of September in the second 
year after the ballots were cast when they may then be destroyed. 
The certified copies of the voting lists of mail voters and the applica
tions referred to in § 17-20-10 shall likewise be safely sealed and 
kept by the board for the same length of time. 

Hiltory of Section. 
P.L. 1978, ch. 258, § 2. 

17-20·28. Copies of chapter furnished to local boards. - On 
or before the fifteenth day of September in any year in which a 
general state or congressional district election is held, the secretary 
of state shall send to the local boards an attested copy of this chapter. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978, ch. 258, § 2. 

17-20-29. Mail applicant not permitted to vote at polls. - (a) 
No person, or one claiming to be that person, whose name has been 
marked upon any voting list, provided for official use at any election, 
with the mark as provided by § 17-20-10, shall be permitted to vote 
in person at the election; provided, however, that the person may re
establish his or her right to vote in person by presenting himself or 
herself at that person's local board on or before election day and 
surrendering his mail ballot. Upon that surrender the person's name 
shall be restored to the voting list. Any person whose name has been 
so marked on the voting list may also be permitted to vote in person 
if that person shall execute and deliver to the local board an affidavit 
stating that the person did not receive the mail ballot, or that the 
mail ballot was lost or destroyed. 

(b) Each local board shall immediately after the close of the polls 
certify and deliver to the state board the names and addresses of all 
persons so restored to the voting list, together with the affidavits 
and surrendered ballots received pursuant to this section. 
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History of Section. 
P.L. 1978, ch. 258, ~ 2. 

17 ·20·30. Penalty for violations. - (a) Any person who shall 
knowingly make or cause to be made any material false statement in 
connection with his or her application to vote as a mail voter. or who 
shall vote or attempt to vote under the provisions of this chapter, by 
fraudulently signing the name of another upon any envelope pro· 
vided for in this chapter, or who, not being a qualified voter and 
having knowledge or being chargeable with knowledge of the fact, 
shall attempt to vote under this chapter, or who shall vote the ballot 
of another voter, or who shall deliberately prevent or cause to pre· 
vent the mail ballot to be received by the voter or to be returned to 
the board of elections, or who shall falsely notarize or witness the 
voter signature on the ballot application or mail ballot, or who shall 
deceive, coerce, or interfere with the voter casting his or her ballot 
and any person who shall do or attempt to do, or aid in doing or 
attempting to do, a fraudulent act in connection with any vote cast 
or to be cast under the provisions of this chapter, shall be guilty of a 
felony. 

(b) Any person who, having received a mail voter's ballot and 
having voted or not voted the mail ballot, votes or fraudulently at· 
tempts to vote at any elective meeting within the state held on the 
day for which the ballot was issued shall be guilty of a felony. 

(c) Any officer or other person who intentionally opens a mail 
voter's certified envelope or examines the contents before the enve· 
lope is opened by the board of elections, as hereinbefore provided, 
shall be guilty of a felony. 

(d) The aforementioned offenses shall be punishable by imprison· 
ment of not more than ten (10) years and/or by a fine of not less than 
five hundred dollars ($500) nor more than five thousand dollars 
($5000). 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 258. § 2; P.L. 1980. ch. 407. 

§ 1. 

17·20·31. Investigation of complaints. - The board of elec· 
tions shall consider all complaints which it receives alleging crimi· 
nal violations of this chapter and shall refer those complaints which 
it receives which it deems to be more than frivolous to the state 
police for investigation. 

Hi.tory of Section. 
P.L. 1983. ch. 172. § 19. 

Supp. 2192 
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17.20-32 .. Inquiry byboard of elections. - Upon the request 
of any candIdate for pubhc office and upon a showing of good cause 
therefor or upon its own motion, the board of elections shall make 
inquiry into any notary public or witness who witnesses the voter 
signatures on more than fifty (50) mail ballot applications or more 
than fifty (50) mall ballot envelopes in anyone election and any 
notary public or witness who the board has reason to believe has not 
complied with the provisions of this chapter. The inquiry shall at
tempt to determine whether the notary public or witness was actu
ally present when the aforementioned documents were signed by the 
voters and whether all other applicable requirements set forth in 
this chapter were complied with. Any criminal violation of this chap
ter uncovered by the board of elections shall be referred to the state 
police for further investigation. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1983. ch. 172. § 19; P.L. 1991. ch. 172. 

§ 1. 

17-20-33. Disqualification of ballot by board of elections. -
The board of elections shall, on its own motion, disqualify any mail 
ballot which it detennines, based upon a preponderance of the evi· 
dence, was not voted by the elector who purportedly cast it, or was 
voted by an elector who was not eligible to vote by mail ballot, or 
was not obtained and voted in the manner prescribed by this chap
ter. The board of elections may take this action even in the absence 
of a challenge to the ballot and may take this action at any time 
prior to the separation of the ballot from its application and certify
ing envelope. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1983. ch. 172. § 19. 

17-20-34. Liberal construction. - This chapter shall be con
strued liberally to effect the purposes of maintaining the integrity 
and the secrecy of the mail ballot by assuring that only electors 
eligible to vote by mail ballot are allowed to utilize that method of 
voting, by assuring that the procedures set forth in this chapter 
controlling the application and balloting processes are strictly en
forced, and by safeguarding the mail ballot voter from harassment, 
intimidation, and invasion of privacy. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1983. ch. 172. § 19. 

Supp. 2192 
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17-20-35_ Severability- - If any provision of this chapter, or the 
application thereof to any persons or circumstances, is held invalid, 
the remainder of the chapter and the application of the provision to 
other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1983. ch. 172. § 19. 

Supp. 2192 
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CHAPTER 21 

VOTING BY ARMED FORCES 

SECTION. 
17-21-1 _ 17-21-43. [Repealed.] 

17·21·1 - 17-21-43_ [Repealed_] 

Repealed Sections. This chapter (P.L. 
1944. ch. 1470, §§ 1-31; P.L. 1946, ch. 1776, 
§ 1; P.L. 1955, ch. 3502, § 1; G.L. 1956, 
§§ 17-21-1- 17-21-43; P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § 1; 
P.L. 1962,ch. 201,§ 8; P.L. 1983,ch. 73,§ 2; 
G.L. 1956, § 17-21-12; P.L. 1983, ch. 73, § 2; 
P.L. 1964, ch. 103, § 2; P.L. 1966, ch. 116, 
§§ 19-21; P.L. 1968, ch. 106, § 2; P.L. 1978, 

ch. 201, § III concerning voting by armed 
forces was repealed by P.L. 1963. ch. 73. § 3 
and P.L.1978, ch. 258, § 1. For present provi
sions on mail ballots. see §§ 17-20-1 -
17 ·20.32; for provisions on registration and 
voting in federal elections by citizens r<"'sid· 
ing outside the United States, see 
§§ 17-21.1-1 - 17-21.1-7. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

221 

SECTION. 
17·21.1-1. 
17-21.1-2. 
17-21.1-3. 
17-21.1-4. 

VOTING BY CITIZENS RESIDING OUTSIDE THE U.S. 17-21.1-3 

CHAPTER 21.1 

REGISTRATION AND VOTING IN FEDERAL 
ELECTIONS BY CITIZENS RESIDING 

OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES 

Application of chapter. 
Absentee registration. 
Procedure on registration. 
Form of application by foreign ab

sentee. 

SECTION. 
17·21.1·5. Procedure for voting. 
17·21.1·6. Time of casting and mailing bal

lots. 
17·21.1·7. Opening and counting of ballots. 

17-21.1·1. Application of chapter. - This chapter is enacted 
pursuant to Public Law 94-203 passed by the congress of the United 
States and approved on January 2, 1976, and applies to all federal 
elections to select, nominate, and/or elect candidates for president, 
vice president, presidential electors, members of the United States 
senate, and members of the United States house of representatives. 

History of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1976, ch. 258, § 1. 

17·21.1·2. Absentee registration. - Any person otherwise 
qualified pursuant to this title, who is a citizen of the United States 
and is absent from this state and residing outside the United States, 
shall have the right to register absentee, and vote by an absentee 
ballot in any federal election in this state, in any election district of 
this state, in which the person was last domiciled immediately prior 
to that person's departure from the United States, notwithstanding 
that the person does not have a place of abode or other address in 
this state, and the person's intent to return to this state may be 
uncertain, if: 

(1) The person has registered pursuant to the provisions of this 
chapter; 

(2) He does not maintain a domicile, is not registered to vote, and 
does not vote in any other state or election district of a state or 
territory, or in any territory or possession of the United States; and 

(3) He has a valid passport or card of identity and registration 
issued under the authority of the secretary of state of the United 
States of America, 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1976, ch, 258, § 1. 

17·21.1·3. Procedure on registration. - Every person duly 
qualified to vote who by reason of his or her absence from the state, 
as provided in § 17-21.1·2, and desiring to register pursuant to the 
provisions of this chapter, shall do so in the following manner: 
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(1) The person shall make application in writing to the local board 
in the city or town in which that person was last domiciled in this 
state for the form necessary to register. 

(2)(A) The local board shall proceed to furnish the applicant with 
a form upon whIch the person shall provide the information neces· 
sary for registration. 

(B) The following, in addition to such direction as may be printed, 
stamped, or written thereon by direction of the local board, shall be 
substantially the form of affidavit to be subscribed to by the person, 
VIZ: 

Affidavit of Absentee Voter Upon Registration 

I, , say that I have been domiciled at No. 
Street in the city or town of in the state of 

Rhode Island; that I am presently residing outside of the United States at ______________________________________ __ 

(state foreign address) 
that I am a citizen of the United States; that I do not maintain a 
domicile nor am I registered to vote and will not vote in any other 
state or election district of a state or territory or in any territory or 
possession of the United States; that I have a valid passport or card 
of identity and registration issued under the authority of the secre· 
tary of state of the United States; that I desire to register to permit 
me to vote in all elections for president, vice president, presidential 
elector, member of the United States senate, and member of the 
United States house of representatives. 

----------------------(sign full name on this line) 

Sworn to by or affirmed before me this ____ day of __________ _ 
__ ,19_. 

Consular officer of the United States or 
person authorized to administer oaths 
in place of attestation 

(Affix official seal or certificate of authority.) 
(Consular officer or other officer, authorized by law of place of 

attestation to administer an oath, must administer the above.) 
(3)(A) When the form is returned to the local board, together with 

such proof of citizenship as is required by law, the local board shall 
transfer the information to an original and two (2) duplicate regis· 
tration cards and shall forward the original and duplicate cards to 
the person for his or her signature, above which shall be the follow
ing certification: 

"I hereby certify that the information recorded on this form is 
true," 

(B) When the original and duplicate registration cards, duly exe
cuted, are returned to the local board, the person shall be deemed to 
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have completed his or her registration and the original and duplicate 
cards shall be tiled in the same manner as other original and dupli
cate registration cards, except the cards shall be maintained sepa
rately and shall refer only to eligibility to vote for federal officers as 
provided by this chapter. 

History or SectiOD. 
P.L. 1976. cb. 258, ! I. 

17·21.1-4. Form of application by foreign absentee. - The 
following, in addition to such directions as may be printed, stamped, 
or written thereon by authority of the secretary of state, shall be the 
form of application to be subscribed by each foreign absentee voter 
before receiving a ballot, viz: 

Application for Foreign Absentee Ballot 
Notice to Applicant 

This is an application for a restricted ballot and applies only to 
your eligibility to vote for president, vice president, presidential 
elector, member of the United States senate, and/or member of the 
congress of the United States. 

TO THE BOARD OF CANVASSERS OF THE 
CITY OR TOWN OF , STATE OF 

RHODE ISLAND 

I, having registered pursuant to provisions of chapter 21.1 of title 
17, make application for foreign absentee voters federal ballot for 
the election to be held on the day of , 19_. 

I further state that I am not a qualified voter of any other state or 
in any territory or possession of the United States and that I have a 
valid passport or card of identity and registration issued under the 
authority of the secretary of state of the United States. 

I further say that if this application is accepted, I request that the 
ballot or ballots be delivered or mailed to me at the following ad· 
dress: 

(sign name in full on this line) 
Sworn to by or affirmed before me this day of 

19_. 

Consular officer of the United States or 
person authorized to administer oaths 
in place of attestation 
(affix official seal or certificate of 

authority) 
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(Consular officer or other officer authorized by the law of place of 
attestation to administer an oath must administer the above.) 

Note: This application must be received by the local canvassing 
authority not later than four o'clock (4:00) p.m. on the twenty-first 
day before the day of any election. 

Mail to board of canvassers, ( ) city ( ) town of ____ _ 
No. Street, , Rhode Island. 

(Not to be filled in by applicant but to be completed by local board.) 
This application is returned for the following reason(s): 
(check appropriate boxes) 
( ) Application not sufficient; 
( ) Applicant not qualified elector; 
( ) Signature does not compare; 
( ) Application received later than four o'clock (4:00) p.m. local 

time on the twenty-first day before the day of election; ) Other ________________ _ 

(signatures of the local board members) 

History of SeetioQ. 
P.L. 1976, ch. 258. § I. 

17-21.1-5. Procedure for voting. - (a) Upon receipt of an ap
plication, the local board and the secretary of state shall proceed as 
in the case of an absentee voter to prepare, issue, and furnish the 
elector with a foreign absentee federal ballot, which shall be cast 
and mailed by the voter in the manner prescribed by chapter 20 of 
this title, insofar as that chapter shall be applicable. 

(b) Provided, the applications and ballots shall be maintained and 
counted separately in all federal elections. 

(c) Provided, further, that the certification and envelopes used for 
the return of ballots, together with the instructions for the use of the 
ballots and envelopes, shall be substantially similar to those used in 
the case of Rhode Island state absentee ballots insofar as the same 
shall be applicable. 

HIstory of SectIon. 
P.L. 1976, ch. 258, I I. 

17-21.1-6. Time of casting and ma1ling ballots. - Foreign ab
sentee federal ballots may be cast in the manner provided by law on 
or before election day, provided that no ballot shall be counted un
less it is received by the state board not later than nine o'clock (9:00) 
p.m. local time on election day. 
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History of SectiOb. 

P.L. 1976. ch. 258. § 1. 

17·21.1·7. Opening and counting of ballots. - Foreign absen. 
tee federal ballots shall be opened and counted in the same manner 
as prOvided in chapter 20 of this title. 

Hiatory of Section. 
P.L. 1976, th. 258. ! 1. 
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CHAPTER 22 

TABULATION AND CERTIFICATION OF RETURNS 
BY STATE BOARD 

SECTION. 

17-22-1. Commencement and continuance 
of tabulations. 

17 ·22·2. Public sessions fOT counting -
Persons pennitted within railed 
space. 

17·22·3. Deputy sheriffs attending ses-
sions - Disturbance of proceed
ings. 

17 ·22-4. Investigation of returns of local 
boards. 

17·22·5. Certificates of election - State-
ment to secretary of state. 

17-22-5.1. Investigation by board of elec
tions prior to certification. 

SECTION. 
17 -22-5.2. Certificates of local elections _ 

Statement to secretary of state. 
17-22-6. Certification of results to gover· 

nor and secretary of state -
Failure to elect to general as
sembly. 

17-22-7. Books of record of votes - Con-
tents. 

17-22-8. Lists of absentee voters. 
17-22-9. Oath of members and assistants 

- Penalty for violations. 

17·22·1. Commencement and continuance of tabulations_
The state board shall commence the counting, canvassing, and tabu· 
lating of all votes cast, including mail ballots, at nine o'clock (9:00) 
p.m. on any election day at which mail ballots may be cast and 
within twenty·four (24) hours after any other election or primary, 
and shall continue and complete the tabulation with all reasonable 
expedition. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1901. ch. 825. § 3; P.L. 1905. ch. 1229. 

§ 14; G.L. 1909. ch. 19. § 3; P.L. 1914. ch. 
1050. § 2; G.L. 1923. ch. 18. § 3; P.L. 1930. 
ch. 1592. § 1; G.L. 1938. ch. 311. § 3; imp!. 

am. P.L. 1941. ch. 1040. § 1; imp!. am. P.L. 
1947. ch. 1886. Ii 36. 39; G.L. 1956. 
§ 17-22-1; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1963. 
ch. 73. § 4. 

17·22·2. Public sessions for counting - Persons permitted 
within railed space. - The sessions of the state board for the 
counting, canvassing, and tabulating provided for in § 17·22-1, and 
for the opening of the inner certifying envelopes containing mail 
ballots and for the counting, canvassing, and tabulating of these 
ballots, shall be public, but no notice or advertisement thereof need 
be given. The opening, counting, canvassing, and tabulating shall be 
done within a railed space in the room in which it takes place, and 
the board shall admit within the railed space the candidate, or at 
least one representative of the candidate, for whom votes are at the 
time being opened, counted, canvassed, or tabulated who may scruti· 
nize the opening, count, canvass, and tabulation in accordance with 
the rules which may be adopted by the board. The board shall also 
admit to the opening, counting, canvassing, and tabulating an equal 
number of representatives of each political party who shall be party 
voters of the parties represented by them. These representatives as 
well as the representatives of candidates shall be authorized in writ· 
ing by the chairman of the state committees of their respective polito 
ical parties or by the candidates whom they represent as the case 
supp. 4191 

.... --
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may be. Insofar as applicable the procedures in this chapter provided 
for shall be followed by the local boards in the counting and tabulat
ing of municipal mail ballots, excepting only that in these instances 
the representatives of political parties shall be appointed by the 
chairmen of the city or town committees of their respective political 
parties. The provisions of this section shall not be construed to pre
vent the board from admitting, in its discretion, other persons and 
representatives of the press within the railed space during the open
ing, counting, canvassing, and tabulating. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1901. ch. 825. § 5: G.L. 1909. ch. 19. 

j 5: G.L. 1923. ch. 18. § 5: P.L. 1930. ch. 
1592. § I: G.L. 1938. ch. 311. § 5: imp!. am. 

PL. 1941. ch. 1040. § I: G.L. 1956. 
j 17-22-2: P.L. 195B. ch. lB. § I; P.L. 1963. 
ch. 73. § 4. 

17-22-3. Deputy sheriffs attending sessions - Disturbance 
of proceedings_ - The sheriff of Providence County shall assign so 
many of the sheritl's deputies as the state board may request to 
attend upon the board during its sessions, to preserve order. The 
orders of the presiding officer of the board at the meetings shall be 
obeyed by the deputies, and they shall at the direction of the presid
ing officer remove from the room where any session is being held any 
person, not a member of the board. Any person who shall disturb or 
interfere with the proceedings of any session shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1901. ch. B25. § 7; G.L. 1909. ch. 19. 

§ 7; G.L. 1923. ch. lB. ! 7: P.L. 1930. ch. 
1592. § I; G.L. 193B. ch. 311. ! 6: imp!. am. 

P.L. 1941. ch. 1040. § I; G.L. 1956. 
§ 17-22-3; P.L. 195B. ch. lB. § I; P.L. 1978. 
ch. 201. § 12. 

17-22-4. Investigation of returns of local boards. - In case 
the return made to the state board by any election officer or officers 
of any town or district meeting shall contain any statement or infor
mation which makes it desirable or proper, in the opinion of the 
board, to investigate the conduct of the election in the town or dis
trict, the board may investigate the truth of the allegations con
tained in the returns, and of all the circumstances connected with 
the holding of the election, and shall use in its count, canvass, and 
tabulation, as the result of the voting at the meeting, such number of 
votes for the respective candidates and for and against the proposi
tions or questions voted for or on thereat as the investigation, in the 
state board's opinion, proves to be correct. 

History of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1901. ch. B25. § 10: G.L. 1909. ch. 19. 

§ 10; G.L. 1923. ch. lB. § 10; P.L. 1930. ch. 

1592. § I; G.L. 1938. ch. 31. § 8; imp!. am. 
P.L. 1941. ch. 1040. § I; G.L. 1956. 
§ 17-22-4; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § l. 

Supp. 4/91 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 
229 TABULATION AND CERTIFICATION OF RETURNS 17-22-5.2 

17-22-5. Certificates of election - Statement to secretary of 
state. - The state board shall forthwith, after the result has been 
ascertained, furnish to each candidate elected a certificate of that 
candidate's election, and shall deliver to the secretary of state, who 
shall keep it on file in the secretary's office, a statement of the 
number of votes cast in each voting district, town, and city for each 
candidate; the total number cast in the state for each of the candi
dates for electors and for general officers; the total number cast in 
each congressional district for each candidate for representative in 
congress; the total number cast in each senatorial and representa
tive district for each candidate for senator and representative in the 
general assembly; the number of votes cast in each voting district, 
town, and city for and against any proposed amendment of the Con
stitution, or question submitted to the electors of the state; the total 
number of votes cast in the state for and against any proposed 
amendment or question; the names of the respective candidates 
elected and the offices to which they have been respectively elected; 
whether or not the proposed amendment has been adopted; and 
whether or not any question has been assented to by the electors of 
the state. The certificates and statement shall be signed by the board 
and shall be final and conclusive evidence of the matters in them 
contained and of the title of the persons declared elected to the of
fices for which they have severally received certificates of election, 
except as otherwise provided in the Constitution of this state. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1901. ch. 825. § 4; P.L. 1905. ch. 1229. 

! 15; G.L. 1909. ch. 19. § 4; G.L. 1923. ch. 18. 
I 4; P.L. 1930. ch. 1592. § 1; G.L. 1938. ch. 

311, § 4: imp!. am. P.L. 1941, ch. 1040, § 1; 
G.L. 1956. § 17-22-5; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § I; 
P.L. 1968. ch. lI6. § 22. 

17-22-5.1. Investigation by board of elections prior to certi
fication. - At any time prior to the certification of the results of a 
particular election, the state board of elections may, upon its own 
motion, investigate any allegation of error. irregularity, or impropri
ety in the conduct of any facet of the election which comes to its 
attention and may, upon its own motion, take appropriate action 
based upon the findings of the investigation. 

H1alory of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1983. ch. 172. § 25. 

17-22-5.2. Certificates of local elections - Statement to sec
retary of state. - The local board shall forthwith, after the result 
has been ascertained, furnish to the secretary of state a statement of 
the number of votes cast in the city or town for each candidate the 
total number of votes cast in the city or town for and against any 
proposed amendment to a charter or question and the names of the 
respective candidates elected and the offices to which they have been 
respectively elected. 

Supp. 4/91 
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History of Section. 
P.L. 1990. ch. 410. § 1. 

17 -22-6. Certification of results to governor and secretary 
of state - Failure to elect to general assembly. - The state 
board shall, immediately after completing the counting, canvass, 
and tabulating of the votes cast for general officers and senators and 
representatives in the general assembly and declaring the result 
thereof, furnish the governor a certificate of the names of the per
sons who have been elected general officers for the ensuing year, and 
shall also furnish to the secretary of state a certificate of the names 
of the persons elected as senators and representatives in the general 
assembly. Whenever the count, canvass, and tabulation of the board 
shall show that there has been a failure to elect a senator or repre
sentative or any of them in any district, the board shall forthwith 
certify the fact to the secretary of state, specifying which of the 
officers were not elected. 

History of Section, 
P.L. 1901. ch. 825, § 8; P.L. 1905, ch. 1229, 

I 17; G.L. 1909, ch. 19, § 8; G.L. 1923. ch. 18, 
I 8; P.L. 1930, ch. 1592, I 1; G.L. 1938, ch. 

3ll, § 7; imp!. am. P.L. 1941. ch. 1040. § 1; 
G.L. 1956, I 17-22-6; P.L. 1958, ch. 18, I 1; 
P.L. 1966, ch. ll6, I 22. 

17·22·7. Books of record of votes - Contents. - The board 
shall keep separate books of record of the votes cast for the different 
classes of officers which it is its duty to count, canvass, and tabulate, 
that is to say: a book of record of votes cast for electors of president 
and vice-president; a book of record of votes cast for senators and 
representatives in congress; a book of record of votes cast for general 
officers; and in like manner a book of record of the votes cast for each 
class of officers which may by law hereafter be required to be 
counted, canvassed, and tabulated by the board. Each of the books 
respectively shall contain a record of the number of votes cast in 
each voting district for each candidate according to the counting, 
canvassing, and tabulating of the board; the number cast in each 
voting district for each candidate according to the certificates of the 
moderators or wardens and clerks; the total number cast for each 
candidate in each town and city according to the counting and to the 
certificates; the total number cast for each candidate in the state or 
congressional district, as the case may be, according to the counting 
and the certificates; a statement of which candidates are elected; and 
such other pertinent facts as the board may deem proper. The board 
shall also keep a book of record of the votes cast for and against any 
proposition of amendment of the Constitution and a book of record of 
the votes cast for and against all questions submitted to the electors 
of the state, with like detail as provided herein in relation to votes 
cast for officers. 

Supp. 4191 
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Ilistory of Section. 
P.L. 1901. th. 825.; 12; G.L. 1909. th. 19. 

§ 12; G.L. 1923, ch. 18. § 12; P.L. 1930, ch. 

1592. § 1: G.L. 1938. ch. 3ll, § 9; impl. am. 
P.L. 1941. th. 1040. § 1; G.L. 1956. 
§ 17-22.7; P.L. 1958. th. 18. § 1. 

17·22·8. Lists of absentee voters. - The state board, not later 
than thirty (30) days after any election day at which voting by mail 
ballot is permitted by chapter 20 of this title, shall prepare and mail 
to the local board of each city and town a list of names of every voter 
of the city or town who shall have voted by mail ballot. 

History of SectioD. th. 18. § 1; P.L. 1963. th. 209. § 5; 1963. th. 
P.L. 1951 (s.s.l. th. 2870. § 25; G.L. 1956. 73. § 4. 

§ 17·10·40; G.L. 1956. § 17·22·8; P.L. 1958. 

Supp. 4/91 
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17·22·9. Oath of members and assistants - Penalty for via· 
lations. - The members, secretary. and assistants of the state board 
shall be sworn to the faithful and impartial performance of their 
duties, and any member, secretary, or assistant who shall wilfully 
neglect to perform the duties by this chapter devolved upon him or 
her at the times therein provided, or who shall make any fraudulent 
count, tabulation, certificate, or statement, or in any way wilfully so 
perform his or her duties as to defeat the obtaining of a correct count 
and tabulation of the votes cast, shall be guilty of a felony_ 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1901. ch. 825. I 18; G.L. 1909. ch. 19. 

I 18; G.L. 1923. ch. 18. ! 18; P.L. 1930. ch. 
1592. i 1; G.L. 1938. ch. 311. § 12; imp!. am. 

P.L. 1941. ch. 1040. ! 1; G.L. 1956. 
I 17-22-8; G.L. 1956. § 17-22-9; P.L. 1958. 
ch. 18. § 1; P.L. 1978. ch. 201. § 12. 
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CHAPTER 23 

ELECTION OFFENSES 

5ECTIO:-:. 

17 ·23- L Signature and labeling of advertis
ing in periodicals. 

17-23·2. Signature of posters, fliers. and eir· 
eulars. 

17 -23·3. Penalty for advertising violations. 
17 ·23·4. Fraudulent or repeat voting. 
17 ·23·5. Bribery or intimidation of voters -

Immunity of witnesses in brib. 
ery trials. 

17 ·23·6. Improper influence by employers. 
17 -23-7. Protection of names of major par· 

ties. 
17 ·23·8. Failure to furnish certificate of 

election. 
17·23·9. Violations as to nomination papers 

or withdrawals - Protection 
of party emblems. 

SECTIOS. 
1 i .23·10. Violations by public officers gener· 

ally. 
17·23·11. Limitation of prosecutions _ Pav· 

ment to complainant. . 
17·23·12. Qualification of person obtaining 

signatures. 
17·23·13. Sound equipment. 
17 ·23·14. Political advertising. 
17·23-15. Polling or surveying of voter opin· 

ion. 
17·23-16. Guaranteed access in exchange for 

contributions prohibited. 
17 ·23·17. Violations with respect to elec· 

tions. 
17·23-18. Political advertising from official 

budgets prohibited. 

17·23·1. Signature and labeling of advertising in periodi. 
cals. - No person shall publish or cause to be published in any 
newspaper or other periodical, either in its advertising or reading 
columns, any paid matter designed or tending to aid, injure, Or de· 
feat any candidate for public office or any question submitted to the 
voters, unless the name of the chairman or secretary or the names of 
two (2) officers of the political or other organization inserting the 
paid matter, or the name of some voter who is responsible therefor, 
with that person's residence and the street and number thereof, if 
any, appear therein in the nature of a signature. The matter in· 
serted in reading columns shall be preceded by or followed by the 
word "advertisement" in a separate line, in type not smaller than 
that of the body type of the newspaper or other periodicaL 

History of Section. § I; G.L. 1956. § 17·23·1; P.L. 1958, ch. 18. 
P.L. 1923. ch. 457. § 1: G.L. 1938. ch. 325. § 1. 

17·23·2. Signature of posters. fliers. and circulars. - No per· 
son shall intentionally write, print, post, or distribute, or cause to be 
written, printed, posted, or distributed, a circular, flier, or poster 
designed or tending to injure or defeat any candidate for nomination 
or election to any public office, by criticizing the candidate's personal 
character or political action, or designed or tending to aid, injure, or 
defeat any question submitted to the voters, unless there appears 
upon the circular, flier, or poster in a conspicuous place the name of 
the author thereof and either the names of the chairman and secre· 
tary, or of two (2) officers, of the political or other organization issu· 
ing the same, or of some voter who is responsible therefor, with the 
voter's name and residence, and the street and numbers thereof, if 
any. 

Supp. 2192 
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History of Section. § 2; C.L. 1956. § 17.23·2: P.L. 1958, ch. 18. 
PL. 1923. ch. 457. j 2: G.L. 1938. ch. 325. j 1: P.L. 1975. ch. 282. j 1. 

17-23-3. Penalty for advertising violations. - Whoever shall 
violate any provision of § 17-23-1 or § 17-23-2 shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

History of Section. I 3: G.L. 1956. § 17.23·3: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. 
P.L. 1923. ch. 457. § 3: G.L. 1938. ch. 325. I 1: P.L. 1978. ch. 201. i 13. 

17-23-4. Fraudulent or repeat voting. - Every person who in 
any election shall fraudulently vote or attempt to vote, not being 
qualified, notwithstanding that person's name may be on the voting 
list at the polling place where the person shall vote or attempt to 
vote; or who shall vote or attempt to vote in the name of some other 
person, whether that name is that of a person living or dead, or of a 
fictitious person; or having voted in one town, ward, senatorial dis
trict, representative district, or voting district, whether the person's 
vote in such a case was legal or not, shall vote or attempt to vote in 
the same or in another town, ward, senatorial district, representa
tive district, or voting district; or who shall fraudulently vote or 
attempt to vote in a town, ward, senatorial district, representative 
district, or voting district other than in the town, ward, senatorial 
district, representative district, or voting district wherein the person 
has his or her "residence", as defined in § 17-1-3.1, at the time of his 
or her voting or attempting to vote; or who shall aid, counsel, or 
procure any other person to so vote or attempt to vote, shall be guilty 
of a felony, and no person after conviction of such an offense shall be 
permitted to vote in any election or upon any proposition pending 
before the people, or to hold any public office. Voting, for the pur
poses of this chapter, shall consist in the casting of a vote, or at
tempting to cast a vote, whether the vote has been cast or not. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 14. § 2: P.L. 1907. ch. 1426. 

§ 1: G.L. 1909. ch. 20. § 2: P.L. 1910. ch. 640. 
§ 33: G.L. 1923. ch. 19. § 2: G.L. 1938. ch. 

325. § 4; G.L. 1956. § 17·23·4: P.L. 1958. ch. 
18. § 1: P.L. 1966. ch. 116. § 23; P.L. 1978. 
ch. 201. § 13; P.L. 1983. ch. 172. § 6. 

17-23-5. Bribery or intimidation of voters - Immunity of 
witnesses in bribery trials. - Every person who shall directly or 
indirectly give, or offer to agree to give, to any elector or to any 
person for the benefit of any elector, any sum of money or other 
valuable consideration for the purpose of inducing the elector to give 
in or withhold that elector's vote at any election in this state, or by 
way of reward for having voted or withheld that elector's vote, or 
who shall use any threat or employ any means of intimidation for 
the purpose of influencing the elector to vote or withhold that elec
tor's vote for or against any candidate or candidates or proposition 
pending at an election, shall be guilty ofa felony, and no person after 
conviction of such an offense shall be permitted to vote in any elec-

Supp. 2192 
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tion or upon any proposition pending before the people, or to hold 
any public office; and no evidence given by any witness testifying 
upon the trial of any charge of bribery shall be used against the 
person giving the evidence. 

History of Section. 
G.L. IB96, ch. 14, § 3; P.L. 1907, ch. 142B, 

§ 1; G.L. 1909, ch, 20, § 3; G,L, 1923, ch, 19, 

§ 3; P.L, 1936 (s.s,), ch. 246B,; 1; G.L. 193B, 
ch. 325, I 5; G,L, 1956,; 17·23·5; P,L, 1958, 
ch, 18, § 1; P.L, 1978, ch, 201, ; 13, 

17·23·6. Improper influence by employers. - (I) Every per· 
son being an employer who, within ninety (90) days of a general 
election, pays any of his or her employees the salary or wages due 
them in "pay envelopes" upon which there is written or printed, or in 
which there is inserted: (a) a notice or information, to the effect that 
if any particular ticket or candidate is elected or defeated, work in 
the employer's place or establishment will cease, in whole or in part, 
or the employer's establishment will be closed, or the wages of the 
employer's employees will be reduced, or (b) any political motto, 
device, or argument containing threats, express or implied, intended 
or calculated to influence the political actions or opinions of the 
employees, or who puts up or otherwise exhibits, in the employer's 
establishment or place where the employer's employees are engaged 
in labor, any handbill or placard containing any such notice or infor· 
mation. or threat, shall be guilty of a felony. 

(2) Any person after conviction of such an offense shall forfeit that 
person's right to vote in any election or upon any proposition before 
the people, or to hold any public office, except that a corporation 
shall forfeit its charter; and no evidence given by any witness testi· 
fying in the trial of any charge of violation of this section shall be 
used against the person giving the evidence. 

History of Section. § 17·23·6: P,L. 195B. ch. lB. § 1; P.L. 197B. 
G.L. 1923, ch. 19, § 3; P.L. 1936 (s,s.l, ch. ch. 201, § 13. 

246B, § 1; G,L. 193B. ch. 325. § 5: G,L, 1956, 

17·23·7. Protection of names of major parties. - (1) It shall 
be unlawful for any club or society or association, whether incorpo' 
rated or not, to include in its name the word "republican" or "demo· 
crat" or any designation indicating its affiliation with a political 
party, unless: 

(a) If it be state or congressional district wide in its membership 
or activities, it have the written consent for the inclusion of the state 
central committee of the republican or democratic party, as the case 
may be; 

(b) If it be city or town wide in its membership or activities, it 
have the written consent for the inclusion of the city or town com· 
mittee of the republican or democratic party, as the case may be, of 
the city or town in which its activities are or are to be centered; 

(c) If it be ward or voting district wide in its membership or activi· 
ties, it have a written consent for the inclusion of the ward commit· 
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tee of the republican or democratic party, as the case may be, of the 
ward In whICh Its activities are or are to be centered; 

(d) If it be senatorial or representative district wide in its mem
bership or activities, it have the written consent for the inclusion of 
the district committee of the republican or democratic party, as the 
case may be, of the senatorial or representative district, as the case 
may be, in which its activities are or are to be centered. 

(2) Every member and every officer of any club, society, or associ
ation, whether incorporated or not, violating any of the provisions of 
this section shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor. 

(3) Upon the written request of one member of the committee from 
which consent for the inclusion should have been obtained as herein
before provided, the attorney-general shall institute appropriate 
court proceedings to prevent continued violations of this section. 

History or Section. ch. 18, § 1; P.L. 1966, ch. 116. § 23; P.L. 
P.L. 1931. ch. 1714. §§ 1,2; G.L. 1938. ch. 1978. ch. 201, § 13. 

325. I§ 6.7; G.L. 1956. § 17·23-7; P.L. 1958. 

17-23-8_ Failure to furnish certificate of election. - Every 
city or town clerk or local board required by law to furnish any city, 
town, ward, or voting district officer elect with a proper certificate of 
the officer's election who shall neglect or refuse so to do, as soon as 
may be .after the election, shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor. 

History or Section. 325. § 8; G.L. 1956. § 17-23-8; P.L. 1958, ch. 
P.L. 1901. ch. 829. § 28; G.L. 1909. ch. 10, 18. § I; P.L. 1978, ch. 201. § 13. 

§ 30; G.L. 1923. ch. 10. § 29; G.L. 1938, ch. 

17-23-9_ Violations as to nomination papers or withdrawals 
- Protection of party emblems_ - Any person who shall falsely 
make, or wilfully deface or destroy, any certificate of nomination or 
nomination paper, or any part thereof, or any letter of withdrawal, 
or file any certificate of nomination or nomination paper or letter of 
withdrawal, knowing the same or any part thereof to be falsely 
made, or suppress any certificate of nomination or nomination paper 
or letter of withdrawal, or any part thereof, which has been duly 
filed, and any person or persons who shall print, stamp, or affix, or 
cause to be printed, stamped, or affixed, upon any letterhead, circu
lar, or pamphlet used for political purposes, or upon political litera
ture of any nature, a representation of the chosen emblem or device 
of any political party in this state without the consent in writing 
first had and obtained of the chairman of the state central committee 
of the political party whose chosen emblem or device is sought to be 
used for these purposes, shall be guilty of a felony. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1896, ch. 11, § 45; P.L. 1905, ch. 1229, 

§ 8; G.L. 1909. ch. 11, § 50; G.L. 1923. ch. 11. 

§ 49; G.L. 1938. ch. 325. § 9; G.L. 1956, 
§ 17·23-9; P.L. 1958, ch. 18, § I; P.L. 1978. 
ch. 201. § 13. 
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17-23-10_ Violations by public officers generally_ - Any pub
lic officer, upon whom a duty is imposed by this title, who shall 
wilfully neglect to perform his or her duty, or who shall perform it in 
such a way as to hinder the objects of this title, shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

History of Section. 325. ! 10: G.L. 1956. ~ 17·23-10: P.L. 1958. 
G.L. 1896. th. ll. ! 46: G.L. 1909. th. 11. th. 18. § 1: P.L. 1978. th. 201. j 13. 

I 51; G.L. 1923. th. ll. I 50; G.L. 1938. th. 

17·23·11. Limitation of prosecutions - Payment to com· 
plainant. - All prosecutions for offenses against the provisions of 
this chapter shall be commenced within one year after the offenses 
shall have been committed, and not afterwards. And upon the pre
sentation of a certificate of the clerk of any court of the final convic· 
tion in the court of any person under the provisions of this chapter, 
the state controller is hereby authorized and directed to draw his or 
her order on the general treasurer for the sum of fifty dollars ($50), 
and deliver the sum to the person complainant in the prosecution. 

History of Section. j 11; impl. am. P.L. 1939. ch. 660. § 65: G.L. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 14. I 4; G.L. 1909. ch. 20. 1956. § 17·23·11: P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1. 

§ 4; G.L. 1923. ch. 19. I 4: G.L. 1938. th. 325. 

17·23·12. Qualification of person obtaining signatures. -
(a) No person, except one qualified to sign a petition for the adoption 
of a home rule charter, as provided in § 6 of article XIII of the 
Constitution of this state, shall circulate any petition, or obtain sig· 
natures on any petition, and any petition circulated, or any signa· 
ture obtained, by any person not so qualified shall be null and void 
for all purposes. 

(b) Nor shall any person not qualified as herein provided obtain 
signatures on nomination papers of any elector seeking to be a can· 
didate at any election held for the purpose of selecting the members 
of a charter commission, and any signature appearing on any nomi· 
nation paper which has been obtained by one not so qualified shall 
be null and void for all purposes. 

(c) Any person who knowingly and wilfully violates the provisions 
of this section shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor; and any 
person who, knowing that he or she is not qualified pursuant to the 
Constitution, shall wilfully sign any petition for the adoption of a 
home rule charter, or the nomination papers of any candidate for a 
position on a charter commission. shall be deemed guilty of a misde· 
meanor. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1956. I 17-23·12; P.L. 1961. ch. SO. 

I 1: P.L. 1988. ch. 84. I 77. 
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17-23·13. Sound equipment. - No sound equipment advocat
ing the election or defeat of any candidate or the approval or disap· 
proval of any referenda shall be allowed within five hundred (500) 
feet of any polling place_ 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 200. § 2. 

17·23·14. Political advertising. - No newspaper, periodical, 
radio, or television station shall charge for a political advertisement 
a sum greater than that charged by the medium for advertisement if 
it were nonpolitical. The attorney general shall enforce the provi
sions of this section and, upon conviction, a civil penalty of five 
hundred dollars ($500) shall be imposed. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1981, ch. 64, § 1. 

17·23·15. Polling or surveying of voter opinion. - (a) No 
person shall conduct any form of poll or survey of voter opinion or 
voter conduct within a building or within fifty (50) feet of the en· 
trance or entrances to a building in which voting is being conducted 
at any primary or election; provided, however, that nothing in this 
section shall be deemed to apply to or to affect the activities of elec· 
tion officials; election inspectors; or ucheckers", urunners"! and 
"watchers" as defined in § 17·19·22. 

(b) Notice of this section shall be posted in a conspicuous place at 
all polling places. 

History of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1984. ch. 440, § 1: P.L. 1986, ch. 192, 

§ I. 

17·23·16. Guaranteed access in exchange for contributions 
prohibited. - As defined in § 17·2-1, no general officer and no 
candidate for a general office shall solicit campaign contributions by 
guaranteeing to all contributors of a specified minimum amount of 
money, as a quid·pro·quo for their contributions, the right to meet 
with the general officer or candidate on a predetermined number of 
occasions. The phrase "the right to meet" shall not be construed to 
include the holding of a one· time public fundraising event at which 
the general officer or candidate is present. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1987. ch. 367, I I. 
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17-23-17. Violations with respect to elections. - (a) Any per· 
son shall be guilty of a felony who: 

(1) Makes a declaration of candidacy or obtains. circulates, or 
causes to be circulated his or her nomination papers for an office, 
knowing or with good reason to know that he or she is not qualified 
as provided in this title to be his or her party's candidate for the 
office; or 

(2) Knowingly or without reasonable and proper investigation 
makes any substantial misstatement in any declaration of candi· 
dacy, nomination paper, or affidavit provided for in this title; or 

(3) Signs a nomination paper when he or she knows that he or she 
is not qualified so to sign; or 

(4) Votes or attempts to vote at any election when he or she knows 
or should know that he or she is not qualified to vote; or 

(5) Votes or attempts to vote more than once at any election; or 
(6) Votes or attempts to vote at any election under the name of 

any other person; or 
(7) Wilfully hinders the orderly conduct of any election; or 
(8) Gives a false answer to any election official relative to his or 

her right to vote at the election; or 
(9) Aids or abets a person not entitled to vote at any election in 

voting or attempting to vote under a name other than the voter's 
name or in voting twice upon the voter's name; or 

(10) Wilfully alters or wilfully makes any change, erasure, or ad
ditional check upon the voting list used or to be used at any election; 
or 

(11) Wilfully violates any provisions of chapters 12 through 15 of 
this title for which violation a specific penalty is not provided. 

(b) Any person who unlawfully and knowingly signs the name of 
any other person on any nomination papers shall be guilty of a 
felony. 

(c) Any public officer or officer of a political party who wilfully 
violates any of the provisions of chapters 12 through 15 of this title; 
or refuses or wilfully neglects and omits to perform, in the manner 
and within the time prescribed, any duty imposed upon the officer by 
these chapters; or suffers or permits any alteration, erasure, or addi· 
tional check to be made upon a voting list in the officer's custody or 
control, shall be guilty of a felony. 

Hiliory or Section. 
P.L. 1991. ch. 147. § 2. 

17-23-18. Political advertising from official budgets prohib
ited. - (a) No elected official shall permit the expenditure of public 
funds from any official budget under his or her authority for any 
publication, advertisement, broadcast, or telecast of his or her photo
graph, voice, or other likeness to be broadcast or distributed to the 

Supp. 2192 
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public during the one hundred and twenty (20) days preceding any 
primary or general election in which he or she is a candidate. 

(b) This section shall not be construed to prohibit an official from 
appearing on regular capitol television programming operated by 
the general assembly or on television stations operated by the Rhode 
Island public telecommunications authority during said period of 
time. 

History or Section. 
P.L. 1991. ch. 241. § 1. 

Supp. 2192 
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CHAPTER 24 

COMPELLING PERFORMANCE OF ELECTION DUTIES 

SECTION. 

17·24·1. Mandamus by supreme court -
Replacement of officer refus
ing to obey. 

17-24-2. Performance of duties by supreme 
court appointee. 

SECTION. 

17 -24-3. Powers of court appointee - Hin
dering performance. 

17-24·1. Mandamus by supreme court - Replacement of 
officer refusing to obey. - Whenever any person upon whom is 
imposed any duty connected with the calling, warning, or conducting 
of any town, ward, or district meeting, or with the canvassing of the 
lists of voters for use at these meetings, or with the counting of the 
votes cast at the meetings, or the declaring of the result of the votes, 
shall fail, neglect, or refuse to perform his or her duty within the 
time specified by law for its performance, the supreme court shall 
forthwith, upon the petition of any citizen of the city or town where 
the failure, neglect, or refusal occurred, issue its writ of mandamus 
ordering the person so failing, neglecting, or refusing, to perform the 
duties in question within twenty·four (24) hours from the time of the 
issuance of the writ; and if the failure, neglect, or refusal shall con· 
tinue beyond the twenty· four (24) hours specified in the writ, the 
court shall immediately appoint some suitable person to at once 
perform the duties, and the person so refusing to obey the writ of 
mandamus shall, in addition to the penalties by law for the failure, 
neglect, or refusal to perform his or her duties, be liable to such 
further penalties for contempt of court as the court may impose for 
failure to obey the writ. 

History of Section. G.L. 1938. ch. 326.! 1; G.L. 1956. § 17-24-1; 
G.L. 1896. ch. 14. § 5; C.P.A. 1905. § 1226; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. § 1. 

G.L. 1909. ch. 20. § 5; G.L. 1923. ch. 19. § 5; 

17·24·2. Performance of duties by supreme court appoin. 
tee. - The person appointed by the court, as aforesaid, shall proceed 
immediately to perform the duties devolved upon him or her by the 
court, and the acts done by him or her in pursuance of his or her 
appointment shall be as effectual and valid in all respects as if the 
acts had been done and performed by the person so failing, neglect. 
ing, or refusing, at the time and in the manner provided by law. 

History of Section. § 2; G.L. 1956. § 17-24-2; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 14. § 6; G.L. 1909. ch. 20. § 1. 

§ 6; G.L. 1923, ch. 19. § 6; G.L. 1938. ch. 326. 

J 
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17-24-3. Powers of court appointee - Hindering perfor
mance. - The person so appointed by the court, as aforesaid, shall 
be deemed to be an officer of the court and shall have full and free 
access to all records and papers necessary to enable him or her to 
perform the duties devolved upon him or her by the court, and any 
person interfering with or in any way hindering his or her discharge 
of his or her duties shall be liable to such penalties as may be pre
scribed by the court for contempt, and it shall be the duty of the 
sheriffs of the several counties and their deputies to see that the 
provisions of this chapter are enforced within their respective coun
ties. 

Hiatory of Section. I 3; G.L. 1956. § 17-24-3; P.L. 1958. ch. 18. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 14. I 7; G.L. 1909. ch. 20. I 1. 

§ 7; G.L. 1923. ch. 19. § 7; G.L. 1938. ch. 326. 
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CHAPTER 25 

RHODE ISLAND CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
EXPENDITURES REPORTING 

SECTION. 

17.25·1. 
17·25·2. 
17·25·3. 
17.25-4. 
17·25·5. 

17·25·5.1. 
17·25·6. 
17·25·7. 

17.25·7.1. 

17.25·8. 

17.25·8.1. 

Short title. 
Declaration of policy. 
Definitions. 
Applicability of chapter. 
Duties and powers of the board of 

elections. 
Manual of legal requirements. 

[Repealed.] 
Contents of reports to be filed by 

treuuren of candidates and 
committees. 

Report of testimonial proceeds in
tended. for personal use. 

Appointment of campaign trea
surer by candidate - Filinp. 

Appointment of treasurer by p0-

litical action committee - FH-
ings. 

17-25-9. Designation of campaign trea
surer of political party commit
tees - Filings. 

17-25-10. Lawful methods of contributing to 
support of candidates - Report
ing - Disposition of anony
mous contributions. 

17·25-10.1.Political contributiona - Limita· 
tions. 

17·25·11. Dates for filing of reports by trea
surers of candidates or of com
mittees. 

17·25·12. Prohibited contribution.. 

SECTION. 

17·25·13. 
17·25·14. 

17·25·15. 

17·25·16. 

17·25·17. 
17·25·18. 

17·25·19. 

17·25·20. 

17·25·21. 
17·25·22. 

Penalties. 
Maintenance of party organiza· 

tion. 
Political action committee - No· 

tice of formation. 
Enjoining of illegal acts - Forfei· 

ture of contributions. 
Severability. 
Public finanCing of election cam· 

paigns - General purpose. 
Public financing of election cam· 

paigns - Outlined. 
Eligibility criteria for marehing 

public funds. 
Primary electiorl8. 
Time period for payment of public 

funds. 
17·25-23. Funds expended by person. com· 

mittee of a political party or po
litical action committee - Pri· 
vate expenditure. 

17-25-24. Additional expenditures. 
17·25·25. Surplus campaign funds. 
17-25-26. Equal apportionment of expendi· 

tures for joint advertisements. 
17·25·27. Postaudit of accounts - Publica· 

tion. 
17·25·28. Board of electiorl8 - Regulation 

and auditing of marehing fund 
program. 

17·25-29. Appropriatiorl8. 

17·25-1. Short title. - This chapter shall be known and may be 
cited as the "Rhode Island Campaign Contributions and Expendi· 
tures Reporting Act". 

lU.tory of Section. 
P.L. 1974, ch. 298. I 1. 

17·25-2. Declaration of policy. - It is hereby declared to be in 
the public interest and to be the policy of the state to require the 
reporting of certain contributions received and expenditures made to 
aid or promote the nomination, election, or defeat of all candidates 
for public office. 

Hiatory of Section. 
P.L. 1974. ch. 298, I I; P.L. 1981, ch. 188. 

I 1. 
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17-25-3_ Definitions_ - As used in this chapter unless a differ
ent meaning clearly appears from the context: 

(a) The term "candidate" means any individual who undertakes 
any action, whether preliminary or final, which is necessary under 
the law to qualify for nomination for election, or election to public 
office, and/or any individual who receives a contribution or makes an 
expenditure or gives his or her consent for any other person to re
ceive a contribution or make an expenditure with a view to bringing 
about his or her nomination or election to any public office, whether 
or not the specific public office for which he or she will seek nomina
tion or election is known at the time the contribution is received or 
the expenditure is made and whether or not he or she has announced 
his or her candidacy or filed a declaration of candidacy at that time. 

(b) The terms "contributions" and "expenditures" include all 
transfers of money, paid personal services, or other thing of value to 
or by any candidate, committee of a political party, or political action 
committee. 

(c) The term "election" means any primary, general, or special 
election or town meeting for any public office of the state, municipal
ity, or district or for the determination of any question submitted to 
the voters of the state, municipality, or district. 

(d) The term "paid personal services" means personal services of 
every kind and nature, the cost or consideration for which is paid or 
provided by someone other than the committee or candidate for 
whom the services are rendered, but shall not include personal ser
vices provided without compensation by persons volunteering their 
time. 

(e) The term "testimonial affair" means an affair of any kind or 
nature including, but not limited to, cocktail parties, breakfasts, 
luncheons, dinners, dances, picnics, or similar affairs expressly and 
directly intended to raise campaign funds in behalf of a candidate to 
be used for nomination or election to a public office in this state, or 
expressly and directly intended to raise funds in behalf of any state 
or municipal committee of a political party, or expressly and directly 
intended to raise funds in behalf of any political action committee, or 
intended to raise funds for the personal use of any person who holds 
public office or is a "candidate" for public office as defined in 
§ 17-25-3(a). 

(I) The term "other thing of value" means any item of tangible 
real or personal property, of a fair market value in excess of two 
hundred dollars ($200). 

(g) The term "state" means state of Rhode Island. 
(h) The term "public office" means any state, municipal, school, or 

district office or other position that is filled by popular election, 
except political party offices. "Political party offices" shall mean any 
state, city, town, ward, or representative or senatorial district com
mittee office of a political party or delegate to a political party con
vention, or any similar office. 

(i) The term "person"-means an individual, partnership, commit
tee, association, corporation, and any other organization. 
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243 CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS-EXPENDITURES REPORTING 17-25-5 

(j) The term "political action committee" means any group of two 
(2) or more persons which accepts any contributions to be used for 
advocating the election or defeat of any candidate or candidates or to 
be used for advocating the approval or rejection of any question or 
questions submitted to the voters_ Only political action committees 
which have accepted contributions from fifteen (15) or more persons 
in amounts of ten dollars ($10.00) or more within an election cycle 
shall be permitted to make contributions, and said committees must 
make contributions to at least five (5) or more candidates. 

(k) The term "election cycle" means the twenty-four month period 
commencing on January 1 of odd number years and ending on De
cember 31 of even number years. 

History of Section. § I: P.L. 1984. ch. 2. § 1: P.L. 19b8. ch. 420. 
P.L. 1974. ch. 298. § 1: P.L. 1981. ch. 188. § 3. 

17-25-4. Applicability of chapter. - The provisions of this 
chapter shall apply in any primary, general, or special election or 
town meeting for any public office of the state, municipality, or dis
trict or for the determination of any question submitted to the voters 
of the state, municipality, or district. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1974. ch. 298. § 1: P.L. 1981. ch. 188. 

j 1. 

17-25-5. Duties and powers of the board of elections_ - (a) 
The board of elections shall have authority to perform such duties as 
are necessary to implement the provisions of this chapter. Without 
limiting the generality of the foregoing, the board is authorized and 
empowered to: 

(1) Develop forms for the making of the required reports to be 
filed with the board of elections; 

(2) Prepare and publish a manual for all candidates, political 
party committees, and political action committees prescribing the 
requirements of the law, including uniform methods of bookkeeping 
and reporting and requirements as to the length of time that any 
person required to keep any records pursuant to the provisions of 
this chapter shall retain these records, or any class or category 
thereof, or any other documents; 

(3) Adopt rules and regulations to carry out the purposes of this 
chapter; 

(4) Prepare and make available for public inspection through the 
office of the board of elections summaries of all reports grouped 
according to candidates and political parties; 

(5) Prepare and publish, prior to May 1 or as soon as practicable 
thereafter of each year, an annual report to the general assembly; 

(6) Ascertain whether candidates or political party committees, or 
political action committees, have failed to file reports or have filed 
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defective reports; and may for good cause shown extend the dates 
upon which reports are required to be filed; 

(7) Conduct confidential investigations and/or closed hearings in 
accordance with this title relative to alleged violations of this chap
ter either on its own initiative or upon receipt of a verified written 
complaint, which complaint shall, under pain and penalty of perjury, 
be based upon actual knowledge and not merely on information and 
belief. Upon completion of its investigation and/or hearings, if the 
board has reason to believe that a violation of this chapter has oc
curred or that a complainant has wilfully sworn or affirmed falsely, 
the chairman of the board of elections is hereby authorized to, and 
shall, issue to the person found to be in violation of this chapter a 
summons pursuant to § 12-7-11 to appear before the division of the 
district court where the person resides and shall be prosecuted by 
the attorney general. Any action taken by the board as a result of a 
written verified complaint shall be completed no later than five (5) 
days after its receipt and if no violation is found to exist all records 
and papers shall be kept confidential unless further legal proceed
ings are instituted. 

The confidentiality of an investigation, hearing, and/or findings 
may be waived in writing only by the person or persons complained 
of. 

(b) The board of elections shall take such steps as may be neces
sary or appropriate to furnish timely and adequate information, in 
appropriate printed summaries and in such other form as it may see 
fit, to every candidate or prospective candidate for public office who 
becomes or is likely to become subject to the provisions of this chap
ter, and to every treasurer duly designated under the provisions of 
this chapter, informing them of their actual or prospective obliga
tions and responsibilities under this chapter. 

(cl The board of elections is authorized upon written request to 
render written advisory opinions as to whether a given set of facts 
and circumstances set forth in the request would constitute a viola
tion of any of the provisions of this chapter, or whether a given set of 
facts and circumstances set forth in the request would render any 
person subject to any of the reporting requirements of this chapter 
provided that the requirement for a written opinion may be volun
tarily waived by the candidate or committee. 

Unless an extension of time is consented to by any person who 
submits a written request for an advisory opinion, the board of elec
tions shall render its written advisory opinion within five (5) days of 
receipt of the request therefor. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1974. ch. 298. § I; P.L. 1981. ch. 188. 

§ 1: P.L. 1982. ch. 347. § 1. 
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17-25-5.1. Manual of legal requirements. - The board of elec· 
tions shall prepare and publish a manual prescribing the require· 
ments of the law and the secretary of state shall have copies of the 
manual available for individuals filing candidacy papers, 

History of Section. 
P,L, [98[, ch. [88, § 2: PL, [982, ch, 347, 

§ l. 

17-25-6. [Repealed.) 

Repealed Sections. This seetion ~P.L. campaign expenditures, ..... as repealed by P.L. 
1974. ch. 29B. § ll. which imposed limits on 1981. ch. 188. § 3. 

17·25-7. Contents of reports to be filed by treasurers of can
didates and committees. - (a) Each campaign treasurer of a can· 
didate. each state and municipal committee of a political party. and 
each political action committee shall keep accurate records and 
make a full report. upon a form prescribed by the board of elections, 
of all contributions received by it in excess of a total of two hundred 
dollars ($200) from anyone source within a calendar year. in fur
therance of the nomination. election. or defeat of any candidate or 
the approval or rejection of any question submitted to the voters 
during the period from the date of the last report. or in the case of 
the initial report. beginning on the date of the appointment of the 
campaign treasurer for state and municipal committees and political 
action committees and on the date a person becomes a "candidate" as 
defined in § 17-25-3(a) for individual candidates. The report shall 
contain the name and address of each person from whom the contri
butions in excess of two hundred dollars ($200) were received. and 
the amount contributed by each person. The report shall be filed 
with the board of elections on the dates designated in § 17-25-11. 
The campaign treasurer of the candidate, or committee reporting. 
shall certify to the correctness of each report, 

(b) Each state and municipal committee of a political party shall 
also file with the board of elections, not later than March 1 of each 
year, an annual report setting forth in the aggregate all contribu
tions received and all expenditures made during the previous calen
dar year. whether or not these expenditures were made. incurred. or 
authorized in furtherance of the election or defeat of any candidate. 
The treasurer of the committee or organization reporting shall cer
tify to the correctness of each report. 

(c) Any report filed pursuant to the provisions of this section shall 
include the net proceeds realized from any "testimonial affair" as 
defined in § 17-25-3 held since the date of the most recent report 
filed. and shall include the names and addresses of each contributor 
in excess of two hundred dollars 1$200) to the testimonial affair and 
the amount contributed by each. 

(d) Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to require 
a candidate. state or municipal party committee, political action 
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committee, or campaign treasurer to maintain any records of contri
butions which do not exceed twenty-five dollars ($25.00). 

(e) No state or municipal committee of a political party shall be 
required to file reports pursuant to this section of contributions re
ceived or expenditures made in behalf of any candidate who is not 
required to file reports pursuant to § 17-25-11 because the aggre
gate amount expended in behalf of the candidate's candidacy did not 
exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000) and no contribution was re
ceived in excess of a total of two hundred dollars ($200) from anyone 
source within a calendar year. 

History of Section. § 1; P.L. 1982. ch. 347.! 1; P.L. 1984. ch. 2. 
P.L. 1974. ch. 298. § 1; P.L. 1981. ch. 188. j 1. 

17-25-7.1. Report of testimonial proceeds intended for per
sonal use. - (a) Within ninety (90) days from the date of a testimo
nial affair which was intended to raise funds for the personal use of a 
person who holds public office or is a candidate for public office, the 
person or a duly authorized designee shall make a full report to the 
board of elections, upon a form to be prescribed by the board, setting 
forth the net proceeds realized from the testimonial affair and the 
names and addresses of each contributor in excess of one hundred 
dollars ($100) to the affair and the amount contributed by each. The 
person making the report shall certify to its correctness. 

(b) The public office-holder or candidate shall be responsible for 
maintaining accurate financial records of the testimonial affair and 
for filing the aforementioned report unless he or she files with the 
board of elections, prior to the affair, a statement designating an
other person whose responsibility it will be to maintain the records 
and to file the report. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1984. ch. 2, § 2. 

17-25-8. Appointment of campaign treasurer by candidate 
- Filings. - (a) Each candidate in an election shall appoint one 
campaign treasurer before receiving any contribution or expending 
any money in furtherance or aid of the candidate's candidacy. The 
designation of the campaign treasurer shall be made by the candi
date's filing the name and address of the campaign treasurer with 
the board of elections. 

(b) A campaign treasurer of the candidate may appoint deputy 
campaign treasurers as required. The candidate shall file the names 
and addresses of deputy campaign treasurers with the board of elec
tions. 

(c) A candidate may remove a campaign treasurer or deputy cam
paign treasurer. In the case of the death, resignation, or removal of a 
campaign treasurer, the candidate shall appoint a successor as soon 
as practicable and shall file his or her name and address with the 
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board of elections within ten (10) days. A candidate may serve as his 
or her own campaign treasurer, and upon failure to designate a 
treasurer, the candidate shall be designated his or her own treasurer 
hy the board of elections. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1974. ch. 298. 1 1; P.L. 1981- ch. 188. 

! 1; P.L. 1982. ch. 347. § I-

17·25·8.1. Appointment of treasurer by political action com· 
mittee - Filings. - (a) Each political action committee shall ap· 
point one campaign treasurer before receiving any contribution or 
expending any money for the purpose of advocating the election or 
defeat of any candidate or the approval or rejection of any question. 

(b) A campaign treasurer of a political action committee may ap· 
point deputy campaign treasurers as may be required. The commit· 
tees shall file the names and addresses of the deputy campaign trea· 
surers with the board of elections. 

(c) Any political action committee may remove at any time its 
campaign treasurer. In the case of the death, resignation, or removal 
of its campaign treasurer, any committee shall appoint a successor 
as soon as practicable and shall file his or her name and address with 
the board of elections within ten (10) days. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1981. ch. 188. j 2; P.L. 1982. ch. 347. 

§ I-

17·25·9. Designation of campaign treasurer of political 
party committees - Filings. - (a) Each state and municipal com· 
mittee of a political party shall, on or before January 31 in each 
year, designate a campaign treasurer and shall file the name and 
address thereof with the board of elections. 

(b) A campaign treasurer of the state or municipal committee of a 
political party may appoint deputy campaign treasurers as may be 
required. The committees shall file the names and addresses of the 
deputy campaign treasurers with the board of elections. 

(c) Any state or municipal committee of a political party may 
remove at any time its campaign treasurer. In the case of the death, 
resignation, or removal of its campaign treasurer, any committee 
shall appoint a successor as soon as practicable and file his or her 
name and address with the board of elections within ten (lO) days. 

HJstory of Section. 
P.L. 1974. ch. 298. ! 1; P.L. 1981- ch. 188. 

! 1; P.L. 1982. ch. 347. § 1. 

Supp. 4/91 
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17·25·10. Lawful methods of contributing to support of can· 
didates - Reporting - Disposition of anonymous contribu· 
tions. - (a) No contribution shall be made or received, and no ex· 
penditures shall be directly made or incurred, to support or defeat a 
candidate or to advocate the approval or rejection of any question in 
any election except through: 

(1) The duly appointed campaign treasurer, or deputy campaign 
treasurers, of the candidates; 

(2) The duly appointed campaign treasurer or deputy campaign 
treasurers of a political party committee; 

(3) The duly appointed campaign treasurer or deputy campaign 
treasurer of a political action committee. 

(b) It shall be lawful, however, for any person, not acting in con· 
cert with any other person or group, to expend personally from that 
person's own funds a sum which is not to be repaid to him or her for 
any purpose not prohibited by law to support or defeat a candid&te or 
to advocate the approval or rejection of any question; provided, how· 
ever, that any person making the expenditure shall be required to 
report all his or her expenditures and expenses, if the total of the 
money so expended exceeds two hundred dollars ($200) within a 
calendar year, to the campaign treasurer of the candidate, or politi· 
cal party committee, on whose behalf the expenditure or contribu· 
tion was made, or to his or her deputy, who shall cause the expendi. 
tures and expenses to be included in his or her report subject to the 
provisions of §§ 17·25·7 and 17·25·8. 

(c) Any anonymous contribution received by a campaign treasurer 
or deputy campaign treasurer shall not be used or expended, but 
shall be returned to the donor, if the donor's identity can be ascer· 
tained; if not, the contribution shall escheat to the state. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1974. ch. 298. § 1; P.L. 19B1. ch. 18B. 

§ 1; P.L. 1984. ch. 2, § I. 

17·25·10.1. Political contributions - Limitations. - (a) No 
person, other than the candidate to his or her own campaign, nor any 
political action committee shall make a contribution or contributions 
to any candidate as defined by § 17·25·3 which in the aggregate 
exceed two thousand dollars ($2,000) within a calendar year, nor 
shall any candidate accept a contribution or contributions which in 
the aggregate exceed two thousand dollars ($2,000) within a calen· 
dar year from anyone person or political action committee. 

(b) Contributions to a named candidate made to any political com· 
mittee authorized by such a candidate to accept contributions on the 
candidate's behalf shall be considered to be contributions made to 
the candidate. 

(c) Expenditures made by any person in cooperation, consultation 
or concert with, or at the request or suggestion of, a candidate, the 

Supp. 4,91 
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-Candidate's authorized political committees, or their agents shall be 
considered to be a contribution to such candidate. 

(d) The financing by any person of the dissemination, distribution 
Of" republication, in whole or in part, of any broadcast or any written, 
graphic, or other form of campaign materials prepared by the candi
date, the candidate's campaign committees, or their authorized 
agents shall be considered to be a contribution to a candidate. 

(e) Nothing herein shall be construed to restrict political party 
committees organized pursuant to this title from making contribu
tions to the candidates of that political party. 

BIotor7 of 8ec:tioD. 
P.L. 1988. ch_ 420, I I; P.L. 1989. ch. 346, 

I 1. 

17-25-11_ Dates for filing of repol18 by treBBUrers of candi· 
dates or 01 committees_ - (a) During the period between the ap
pointment of the campaign treasurer for state and municipal com· 
mittees, and political action committees, or in the case of an individ· 
ual, the date on which the individual becomes a "candidate" as de
fined in § 17 -25-3(a), and the election with respect to which contri
butions are received or expenditures made by him or her in behalf of 
or in opposition to a candidate or question, the campaign treasurer of 
a candidate, a political party committee, or a political action commit
tee shall file a report contsining an account of contributions received 
and expenditures made on behalf of or in opposition to a candidate or 
question: (1) on the twenty-eighth and seventh days nen preceding 
the day of the primary, general, or special election; provided, how
ever, that in the case of a primary election for a special election, 
where the twenty-eighth (28th) day nm preceding the day of the 
primary election 0CCW'Il prior to the first day for filing declarations of 
candidacy pursuant to § 17-14-1, the reports shall be due on the 
fourteenth (14th) and seventh (7th) days nen preceding the day of 
such primary election for such special election, and (2) a finaI report 
on the twenty-eighth day following the election. The report shall 
contain the name and addreII8 of each person from whom contribu· 
tiOns in excess of a total of two hundred dollars ($200) within a 
calendar year were received, and the amount contributed by each 
ptrBOn, and the name and addreII8 of each person to whom expendi. 
~ in excess of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) were made, and the 'E· unt and purpose of each expenditure_ 

,.:.. ) Concurrent with the report filed on the twenty-eighth day fol· 
. - . - an election, or at any time thereafter, the campaign treasurer or:a candidate, or political party committee or political action com· 
mIttee, may certify to the Ixm'd of el~ons that the campaign fund 
of the candidate, political party COIDDUttee, or political action com· 
mittee baving been instituted for the purposes of the past election 
has completed i~ bnsjn~ ~ beeJ;l ~ved or, in the event that 
the committee will continue Ita actiVities beyond the election, that 

.4111 
---_ .. - ----,----::-.,,-
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its business regarding the past election has been completed; and the: I 
certification shall be accompanied by a final accounting of the cam- ' 
paign fund, or of the tranaactions relating to the election, including 
the final disposition of any balance remaining in the fund at the 
time of dissolution or the arrangements which have been made for 
the discharge of any obligations remaining unpaid at the time of 
dissolution_ 

(c) Once the campaign treasurer certifies that the campaign fund 
has completed its business and been dissolved, no contribution which 
is intended to defray expenditures incurred on behalf of or in opposi
tion to a candidate or to advocate the approval or rejection of any 
question during the campaign can be accepted. Until such time as 
the campaign treasurer certifies that the campaign fund has com
pleted its business and been dissolved, the treasurer ahall file re
ports containing an account of contributions received and expendi
tures made at ninety (90) day intervals commencing one hundred 
twenty (120) days following the election. 

(d) There shall be no obligation to file the reports of expenditures 
required by this section on behalf of or in opposition to a candidate or 
question if the total amount to be expended in behalf of the candi
dacy or question by the candidate, by any political party committee, 
by any political action committee, or by any person shall not in the 
aggregate exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000). 

However, even. though the aggregate amount expended on behalf 
of the candidacy does not exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000), re
ports must be made listing the source and amounts of all contribu
tions in excess of a total of two hundred dollars ($200) from any one 
source within a calendar year. 

(e) On or before the first date for filing contribution and expendi
ture reports, the campaign treasurer may file a sworn statement 
that the treasurer will accept no contributions nor make aggregate 
expenditures in excess of the minimum amounts for which a report 
is required by this chapter. Thereafter, the campaign treasurer shall 
be excused from filing all the reports for that campaign other than 
the final report due on the twenty-eighth day following the election. 

HIotor7 of __ f 1; P.L. 1_ ch. 347. f 1; P.L. 1984. ch. 2. 
P.L. 1974, ch. 298. f 1; P.L. 1981. ch. ISS. I 1; P.L. 1880. ell. 33. f 1 . 

• i. 17-25-12. Prohibited contributions. - No contributions shall 
.~. be made, and no expenditure shall be made or incurred whether 
::.! anonymously, in a fictitious name, or by one pe~n o~ grouP.in the 
" name of another, to support or defeat a candidate m a pnmary, 

general, or special election or to advocate the approval or rejection of 
any question. No treasurer or candidate shall solicit or knowingly 
accept any contribution contrary to the proviaions of thie section. 
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Blatory of Section. 
P.L. 1974. ch. 298. I 1; P.L. 1981. ch. 188. 

I 1. 

17·25-13. Penalties. - Any person who willfully and knowingly 
violates the provisions of this chapter shall upon conviction be guilty 
of a petty misdemeanor and shall be fined not more than five hun· 
dred dollars ($500). 

1 

Supp. 4191 
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~ IIi8tory of SecdoD. 

, 

P.L. 1974. <h. 298. I 1. 

17·25-14. Maintenance of party organization. - Any state or 
municipal committee of any political party may receive and disburse 
moneys for the general purposes of maintaining the organization 
during the whole or any part of the year. 

Hlatory of SectIon. 
P.L. 1974. <h. 298. I 1. 

17·25-15. Political action committee - Notice of formation. 
- (a) No political action committee shall accept any contributions or 
make any expenditures prior to filing notice of its organization with 
the board of elections. The notice shall contain: 

(1) The name or names of any candidates whose election or defeat 
the committee intends to advocats and/or the question or questions 
whose approval or rejection the committee intends to advocate; 

(2) The names and addresses of all officers of the committee; and 
(3) The mailing address or addreases of the committee. 
(b) No committee shall advocate the election or defeat of any can· 

didate or question other than that set forth in its notice of organiza. 
tion or amendment thereto. A political action committee may amend 
its noijce of organization at any time. The board of elections shall 
prescribe forms in compliance with this section. 

IIlatory of __ 

P.L. 1981. eh. 188. I 2; P.L. 1984. eh. 2, 
I L 

17·25-18. Enjoining of illegal act8 - Forfeiture of contribu
tiOIl8. - Whenever the board of elections shall have reason to be
lieve that a candidate, political party committee, or political action 
committee, or the campaign treasurer or deputy campaign treasurer 
thereof, has accepted a contribution or made an expenditure in viola
tion of the provisions of this chapter, or willfully and knowingly has 
made a false statement in any of the reports required hereunder or 
failed to file any report, or has otherwise violated this chapter, the 
board may, in addition to all other actions authorized by law, reo . 
quest the attorney general to bring an action in the name of the state " . 
of Rhode Island in the superior court against the person and/or com
mittee to enjoin them from continuing the violation or doing any 
acts in furtherance thereof and for such other relief 88 the court 
deems appropriate. In addition, the court may order the forfeiture of 
any or all contributions accepted in violation of and/or not reported 
as required by this chapter. All contributions 80 forfeited shall be
come the property of the state. 
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BI.otory of Section. 
P.L. 1981. th. 188. I 2. 

17·25-17. Severability. -If the provisions of this chapter or the 
application thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, 
the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the 
chapter which can be given effect without the invalid provision or 
application, and to this end the provisions of the chapter are de
clared to be severable. 
_.,. of Sectioa. 

P.L. 1981. ch. 188, I 2. 

17·25-18. Public financing of election campaigns - General 
purpose. - Whereas, the general assembly hereby finds that the 
cost of running for statewide office baa risen over the last decade at a 
rate far in excess of the increase in the cost of living; and 

Whereas, the general assembly hereby finds that the need to raise 
ever larger sums of money to effectively compete for governor 
threatens the essence of our democratic system by excluding many 
well qualified candidates; and 

Whereas, the general assembly hereby finds that the candidate's 
need to raise large sums of money can result in disproportionate and 
inappropriate influence being obtained by those who poaseas the 
financial ability to make large contributions to campaigns; and 

Whereas, the general assembly finds that the state cannot impose 
limitations on the amount of private funds raised and expended for 
election purposes by a candidate for governor unless it provides for 
at least partial public financing of campaigns for the governorship; 

Therefore, the general assembly determines that it is in the best 
interest of the citizens of the state to provide public financing to 
qualified candidates for governor. 

IfUtory of SecIIaa. 
P.L. 1888, ch. 420, I 1. 

17·25-19. Public financing of election campaigns - Out
lined. - To effectuate the purpose stated in § 17·25-18, public funds. 
shall be mads available under the terms and conditions of this sec· 
tion and §§ 17·25·20 through 17·25·27 to qualifying candidates for 

:. pvernor who agree to abide by a limitation on the total amount of 
campaign contributions received and expenditures made for election 
pwpnSe8. The nominees for governor of each political party as de

: ... fined in § 17·12.1·12 and independent candidates for that office who 
"~meet the requirements set forth in § 17·25-20(6) shall be eligible to 

receive one dollar ($1.00) of public funds for each qualified dollar of 
private funds contributed up to a limit of seven hundred fifty thou
sand dollars ($750,000) in matching funds for a total of one million 
five hundred thousand dollars ($1,500,000). In order to be eligible for 
matching public funds, each candidate at the time he or she becomes 
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".: 253 CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS-EXPENDITURES REPORTING 17-25-20 ,. 
a candidate as defined in § 17-25-3(a), must sign a statement under 
oath pledging to comply with the limitations on campaign contribu· 
tions and expenditures and with all of the terms and conditions set 
forth herein. Any candidate who fails to file the statement with his 
or her declaration for office shall be ineligible to receive public 
funds. 

HIoIory of _OIL 

P.L. ISSS. ch. 420, I 1. 

17-23-20. Eligibility criteria for matching public funds. - In 
order to receive matching public funds under § 17-25-19 a qualify· 
ing candidate must comply with the following requirements: 

(1) The candidate must sign a statement under oath, as provided 
for in the preceding section, pledging to comply with the limitations 
on contributions and expenditures for election purposes and with all 
the terms and conditions set forth herein. Upon the filing of the 
statement, a candidate for general office shall be bound to abide by 
the limitations on contributions and expenditures set forth in this 
chapter and may not withdraw from his or her obligation to abide by 
said restrictions. 

(2) No participating candidate for governor shall either receive or 
expend for election purposes more than a total of public and private 
funds in the sum of one million five hundred thousand dollars 
($1,500,000) in an election cycle. 

The aforementioned limitations on contributions received from 
private sources, matching funds available from the state and total 
permitted expenditures shall apply in the 1990 general election and 
shall increase by ten percent (10%) in each succeeding general elec
tion. 

(3) Only the first one thousand dollars ($1,000) of the aggregate 
private monetary contributions from a single private source within 
an election cycle shall be eligible for matching public funds; provided 
however the entire amount contributed shall be considered toward 
the dollar limits provided in subsection (2) herein. 

Any private funds lawfully contributed subsequent to December 
31, 1988 shall be eligible for matching public funds subject to the 
conditions of this subsection. 

(4) The direct costs incurred in connection with raiaing campaign 
funds on behalf of a candidate shall not be deemed to be expendi
tures for the purposes of the limitations on expenditures set forth in 
subsection (2). Direct costs shall include costs of printing and mail-

. ing invitations to fundraising events, solicitations for contributions, 
costa of hosting fundraising events, and travel to those events, but 
shall not include any portion of the salary or wages of campaign 
employees, nor the cost of any radio, television or printed advertise
ment. The cost of a fundraising event must be less than the amount 
of money realized from the gross proceeds generated by the fun~ 
ing event in order to qualify for this exclusion. 

-_._--------_ .............. 
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. (5) If a candidate who has accepted public funds makes expendi
tures in excess of the permitted amounts, the candidate shall be 
liable for a civil assessment payable to the state in an amount equal 
to three (3) times the amount of excess funds expended. In addition, 
the candidate shall be ineligible for further participation in the pub
lic financing program during the same election cYcle. 

(6) In order to receive payments under this section, any indepen
dent candidate shall first meet the following additional minimum 
requirements: 

(a) Raise an amount in qualified private contributions equal to 
twenty percent (20%) of the total amount eligible to be matched for 
election as governor; 

(b) Receive private contributions from a minimum of two hundred 
fifty (250) individuals contributing at least twenty-five dollars 
($25.00) each; and 

(c) Comply with any and all applicable nomination provisions in 
this title and qualify for the general election ballot pursuant to the 
process set forth in this· title. 

(7) No public funds received by any candidate pursuant to 
§§ 17-25-19 through 17-25-27 of this chapter and no private funds 
used to qualify for the public funds shall be expended by the candi
date for any purpose except to pay reasonable and necessary ex
penses directly related to the candidate's campaign. 

(8) No public funds shall be expended by the candidate except for 
one or more of the following uses directly related to the campaign of 
the candidate: 

(a) Purchase of time on radio or television stations; 
(b) Purchase of rental space on outdoor signs or billboards; 
(c) Purchase of advertising space in newspapers and regularly' 

published magazines and periodicals; 
(d) Payment of the cost of producing the material aired or dis

played on radio, television, outdoor signs or billboards, and in news'
papers, regularly published magazines and periodicals; . 

(e) Payment of the cost of printing and majHng campaign litera
ture and brochures; 

(0 PIIrchase of signs, bumper stickers, campaign buttons and 
, other campaign paraphernalia; 

(g) Payment of the cost of legal and accounting expenses incurred 
i in complying with the public financing law and regulations as re

'to . quire« by this chapter; 
"-;f .' (h) Payment of the cost of telephone deposits, installation charges. 

:~- -I and monthly billings in excess of deposits; 
':; (j) Payment of the costs of public opinion polls and surveys; and 

. G) Payment of rent, utilities and associated expenese connected 
with the operation of an election headquarters or· satellite election· 
offices. 

(9) Contributions received and expended by any candidate for the 
purpose of defraying any expense or satisfying any loan obligations 
incurred prior to January 1, 1989 by the candidate in furtherance or 
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255 CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS-EXPENDITURES REPORTING 17-25-23 

his or her candidacy in any election held prior to that date shall not 
be counted toward any contribution or expenditure limitation in 
58  17-25-18 through 17-25-27. 

History of Sedion. 
P.L. 1988, ch. 420. 5 1: P.L. 1989, eh. 345. 

17-25-21. Primary elections. - Any candidate eligible to re- 
ceive public funds and electing to receive these funds who is chal- 
lenged for nomination for governor in a political party primary shall 
be permitted to raise and expend an additional amount of private 
funds equal to one third ( ' 13 )  of the maximum allowable expenditure 
amount for the office or equal to the total amount spent by the 
candidates' opponent or opponents in the primary, whichever 
amount is less. The additional amount received in contributions 
must be expended prior to the primary election. The additional pri- 
vate contributions shall not be eligible for matching public funds. 

w r y  of Section. 
P.L. 1988. ch. 420. 1 1. 

17-25-22. Time period for  payment of public funds. - No 
public funds shall be dispersed to candidates until after the date of 
the primary election. In order to receive matching public funds the 
candidate must be the nominee for governor of a political party as 
defined in $ 17-12.1-12 or an independent candidate for governor 
who meets all of the requirements set forth in P 17-25-20(6). The 
candidate must submit to the board of elections proof of receipt of 
qualifying private contributions and supporting documentation as 
required by the board. The board of elections shall within five (5) 
days of the receipt of the request for payment of matching funds 
either pay over funds to the candidate or disallow all or a portion of 
the request and state in writing the reasons therefor. 

A candidate may submit supplemental applications for public 
funds until such time as the limits permitted are reached. 

HiBtoy of Saetlon. 
P.L. 1988, ch. 420, ! 1. 

17-2523. Funds  expended by person, committee of a politi. 
cal  par ty  o r  political action committee - Private expenditure. 
- For the purposes of 85 17-25-19 and 17-25-20 any funds expended 
by a person, committee of a political party or political action commit- 
tee to directly influence the outcome of the electoral contest involv- 
ing the candidate shall be considered a contribution received by or 
an expenditure made by the candidate for governor if one or more of 
the following relationships between the candidate and the person, 
committee of a political party or political action committee is 
present: 
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(A) There is any arrangement, coordination or direction with re
spect to the expenditure between the candidate or the candidate's 
agent and the person making the expenditure; 
. (B) I~ the same electi?n cycle, the person making the expenditure 

(including any officer, dIrector, employee or agent of such person) is 
or has been authorized to raise or expend funds on behalf of the 
candidate or the candidate's authorized committees; or is or has been 
an officer of the candidate's authorized committees, or is or has been 
receiving any form of compensation or reimbursement from the can
didate, the candidate's authorized committees, or the candidate's 
agent; 

(C) The person making the expenditure (including any officer, 
director, employee or agent of such person) has communicated with, 
advised or counseled the candidate or the candidate's agents at any 
time on the candidate's plans, projects or needs relating to the candi
date's pursuit of election as governor in the same election cycle, 
including any advice relating to the candidate's decision to seek 
election as governor; 

(D) The person making the expenditure retains the professional 
services of any individual or other person also providing those ser
vices to the candidate in connection with the candidate's pursuit of 
election as governor in the same election cycle, including any ser
vices relating to the candidate's decision to seek election as gover
nor. 

(E) The person making the expenditure (including any officer, 
director, employer or agent of such person) has communicated or 
consulted at any time during the same election cycle about the can
didate's plans, projects or needs relating to the candidate's pursuit of 
election as governor, with: (i) any officer, director, employee or agent 
of a party committee that has made or intends to make expenditures 
or contributions, in connection with the candidate's campaign; or (ii) 
any person whose professional services have been retained by a p0-
litical party committee that has made or intends to make expendi
tures or contributions; 

(F) The expenditure is based on information provided to the per
son making the expenditure directly or indirectly by the candidate 
or the candidate's agents about the candidate's plans, projects or 
needs, provided that the candidate or the candidate's agents are 
aware that the other person has made or is planning to make expen
ditures expressly advocating the candidate's election; or 

(G) The expenditure is made by a person with the intention of 
seeking or obtaining any governmental benefit or consideration from 
the candidate by reason of the expenditure. 

Hiartory of Section. 
P'.L. 1988, cb. 420, I 1. 
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17·25-24. Additional expenditures. - Any candidate eligible 
to receive public funds and electing to receive these funds whose 
opponent does not elect to receive public funds shall be permitted to 
raise additional private contributions and make additional expendi· 
tures for election purposes in an amount in excess of the candidate's 
maximum allowable expenditure limit equal to the amount by which 
the expenditures of the opponent exceed the maximum allowable 
expenditure limit that would have applied to the opponent's expendi· 
tures had the opponent elected to receive public funds. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 19S5. ch. 420. I I. 

17-25-25. Surplus campaign funds. - Any candidate receiv
ing public funds during any election cycle under the provisions of 
this chapter shall, within ninety (90) days after the completion of the 
election cycle, transfer to the general treasurer for deposit in the 
general fund fifty percent (50%) of any amount of the candidate's 
total campaign funds unexpended as of the last day of the election 
cycle. The candidate may convert the remaining fifty percent (50%) 
of the amount to use for any political purposes not otherwise prohib
ited by law. The remaining fifty percent (50%) of that amount may 
not be converted to personal use by the candidate. 

History of SectIon. 
P.L. 19S5. ch. 420. I I. 

17-25-26. Equal apportionment of expenditures for joint ad
vertisements. - Any expenditure jointly made by any two (2) or 
more candidates for any newspaper, radio or television advertise
ment primarily benefiting the candidate shall be attributed to and 
apportioned equally among those candidates who are clearly identi
fied in that advertisement. The apportionments shall constitute 
campaign expenditures subject to all reporting requirements of this 
chapter and shall be counted toward any total campaign expendi
tures limit that may apply to each or any of the candidates. 

HUiory of Section. 
P.L. 19S5. ch. 420. I I. 

17-25-27. Postaudit of accounts - Publication. - The board 
may conduct a postaudit of all accounts and transactions for any 
election cycle and may conduct such other special audits and postau
dits as it may deem necessary. The board shall publish a summary of 
the reports filed by candidates for governor pursuant to the public 
financing provision of this chapter on or before April 1 of the year 
following any year in which elections are held for statewide elective 
office. 
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History of Section. 
P.L. 1988. ch. 420. § I. 

17-2~-28. Board of elections - Regulation and auditing of 
matching f~nd program. - In addition to all other powers and 
duties establIshed by law, the board of elections is hereby empow
ered to adopt and enforce rules, regulations and auditing procedures 
required to fulfill the mandates of §§ 17-25-19 through 17-25-27. 
The board is empowered among other things to: 

(1) Ascertain whether any contributions to or expenditures for 
candidates for governor have exceeded limits prescribed by 
§§ 17-25-18 through 17-25-27. Ascertain the amount and source of 
contributions received and expenditures made by all candidates for 
governor whether or not said candidate chose to participate in public 
financing. 

(2) Issue advisory opinions upon its own initiative or upon appli
cation of any candidate. 

(3) Conduct investigations and/or hearings relative to alleged vio
lations of §§ 17-25-18 through 17-25-27 either on its own initiative 
or upon receipt of a verified written complaint, which complaint 
shall, under pain and penalty of perjury, be based upon actual 
knowledge and not merely on information and belief. 

Upon receipt of such a complaint or upon receipt of evidence which 
is deemed sufficient by the board, the board may initiate a prelimi
nary investigation into any alleged violation of §§ 17-25-18 through 
17 -25-27. All board proceedings and records relating to a prelimi
nary investigation shall be confidential, except that the board may 
turn over to the attorney general evidence which may be used in a 
criminal proceeding. The board shall notify any person who is the 
subject of the preliminary investigation of the existence of such in· 
vestigation and the general nature of the alleged violation by certi
fied or registered mail, return receipt requested, within seven (7) 
days of the commencement of the investigation. 

If a preliminary investigation fails to indicate reasonable cause for 
belief that §§ 17-25-18 through 17-25-27 have been violated, the 
board shall immediately terminate the investigation and so notify, 
in writing, the complainant, if any, and the person who had been the 
subject of the investigation. 

If a preliminary investigation indicates reasonable cause for belief 
that §§ 17-25-18 through 17-25-27 have been violated, the board 
may, upon a majority vote, initiate a full investigation and appropri
ate proceedings to determine whether there has been such a viola
tion. 

All testimony in board proceedings shall be under oath. All parties 
shall have the right to call and examine witnesses, to introduce 
exhibits, to cross-examine witnesses who testify, to submit evidence, 
and to be represented by counsel. Before testifying, all witnesses 
shall be given a copy of the regulations governing board proceedings. 
All witnesses shall be entitled to be represented by counsel. 
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Any person whose name is mentioned during a proceeding of the 
board and who may be adversely affected thereby may appear per· 
sonally before the board on his or her own behalf or file a written 
statement for incorporation into the record of the proceeding. 

Within fourteen (14) days after the end of proceedings, the board 
shall meet in executive session for the purpose of reviewing the 
evidence before it. Within thirty (30) days after completion of delib· 
erations, the board shall publish a written report of its findings and 
conclusions. 

Upon a finding that there has been a violation of §§ 17·25·18 
through 17·25-27 or any other campaign finance law, the board may 
issue an order requiring the violator to (a) cease and desist from such 
violation, (b) file any report, statements or other information as 
required by this chapter, andlor (c) pay a civil fine for each violation 
of any section of this chapter in an amount authorized by such sec· 
tion or, if no such authorization exists, in amount not to exceed the 
greater of one thousand dollars ($1,000) or three (3) times the 
amount the violator failed to report properly or unlawfully contrib
uted, expended, gave or received. The board may turn over to the 
attorney general any evidence which may be used in a subsequent 
criminal proceeding against any violator. 

The board may file a civil action in superior court to enforce an 
order issued by it pursuant to this section. 

Any final action by the board made pursuant to this chapter shall 
be subject to review in superior court upon petition of any interested 
person filed within thirty (30) days after the action for which review 
is sought. The court shall enter a judgment enforcing, modifYing or 
setting aside the order of the board or it may remand the proceeding 
to the board for such further action as the court may decide. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1988. ch. 420, § I; P.L. 1989. ch. 345, 

§ l. 

17-25-29, Appropriations. - In the event the funds generated 
by the tax credit of § 44-30-2(e) fail to produce sufficient money to 
meet the requirements of the public financing of the electoral system 
as set forth in §§ 17-25-19 through 17·25·27, then funds sufficient to 
meet the levels of the public financing as set forth herein shall be 
supplied from the general fund of the state treasury. There is hereby 
appropriated from the general treasury such sums as may be neces· 
sary for carrying out the purposes of the public financing of the 
electoral system and an amount equal to the total of all maximum 
amounts of matching public funds available to all party and inde
pendent candidates for governor qualifying to receive and electing to 
receive public funds in an election shall be transferred to the board 
of elections no later than September 1 of each election year and 
deposited in such a manner as will secure the highest rate of interest 
available consistent with the safety of such sums and with the reo 
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quirement that all sums on deposit be available for immediate pay
ment to eligible candidates at any time after the date of the primary 
election_ The state controller is hereby authorized and directed to 
draw his or her orders upon the general treasurer for transfer of all 
sums the board deems necessary to comply with this section. There 
shall also be transferred to the board any additional sums as may be 
required until such times as the limits permitted are reached. The 
board shall account for all funds disbursed pursuant to this chapter 
and transfer upon the conclusion of any election for governor any 
and all undisbursed sums to the general treasurer for deposit in the 
general fund by December 1 in any year in which election for gover
nor is held. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1988. ch. 420, I I. 
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261 GAMBUNG REFERENDA 

CHAPTER 25.1 

GAMBLING REFERENDA 

SECTION. SECT10N. 

17-25.1-2 

17.25.1·1. Registration of political action 17·25.1-2. Penalties for violation. 
committees - Limits on finan-
cial contributions. 

17-25.1-}, Registration of political action committees -
Limits on financial contributions. - (a) Any "political action 
committee", as defined in chapter 25 of title 17, advocating the ap
proval or rejection of any gambling questions, shall, in addition to 
the requirements of chapter 25 of title 17, register with the secretary 
of state by submitting upon the appropriate form its name, and the 
names and addresses of the chairman and its treasurer who shall be 
eligible voters in the referendum election in question. A "gambling 
question" shall be defined as any referendum that relates to a pro
posal to institute gambling in any form. 

(b) No individual, partnership, committee, association, corpora
tion, or any other organization shall contribute to any political ac
tion committee in excess of one thousand dollars ($1,000) in aggre
gate for advocating the approval or rejection of any gambling ques
tion. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1981. ch. 332. § 1. 

17-25.1·2. Penalties for violation. - Any person who willfully 
and knowingly violates the provisions of this chapter shall upon 
conviction be guilty of a felony and shall be imprisoned for a term 
not exceeding two (2) years, or shall be fined not more than five 
thousand dollars ($5,000), or shall be both fined and imprisoned. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1981. ch. 332. § I. 
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SECTION. 
17·26·1. Felonies. 
17·26-2. Misdemeanors. 

PENALTIES 

CHAPTER 26 

PENALTIES 

SECTION. 
17·26·3. Petty misdemeanors. 

17·26·3 

17·26-1. Felonies. - Every person who shall be convicted of any 
offense under this title which has been classified by the general 
assembly as a felony shall be imprisoned for a term of not more than 
ten (10) years, or be fined not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000) 
nor more than five thousand dollars ($5,000), or both, for each of· 
fense. 

Hmory of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 201. I 1; P.L. 1983. ch. 172. 

§ 26; P.L. 1985. ch. 462. I 2. 

17·26-2. Misdemeanors. - Every person who shall be convicted 
of any offense under this title which has been classified by the gen· 
eral assembly as a misdemeanor shall be imprisoned for a term not 
exceeding one year, or be fined not more than one thousand dollars 
($1,000), or both. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 201. 11; P.L. 1985. ch. 462. 

§ 2. 

17·26-3. Petty misdemeanors. - Every person who shall be 
convicted of any offense under this title which has been classified by 
the general assembly as a petty misdemeanor shall be imprisoned 
for a term not exceeding six (6) months or be fined not more than five 
hundred dollars ($500) or both. 

Hmory of Section. 
P.L. 1978. ch. 201. § 1. 
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TITLE 23 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

CHAPTER 3 

VITAL RECORDS 

SECT rON. SECTION. 
23·3·5. Duties of state registrar of vital 23·3·7. Duties of local registrars. 

records. 

23-3-5. Duties of state registrar of vital records. - (a) The 
state registrar of vital records shall: 

••• 
(6) Notify the office of the secretary of state and the appropriate 

local canvassing authority of the receipt of a death certificate report
ing the death of a person eighteen (18) years of age or older and 
maintain a list of such deceased persons. 

••• 
History of Section. 

G.L. 1896. ch. 100. I 2; G.L. 1909. ch. 121. 
I 2; P.L. 1915. ch. 1239. I 1; G.L. 1923. ch. 
166. I 2; P.L. 1923. ch. 436. I 1; P.L. 1929. 
ch. 1432. I 13; P.L. 1935. ch. 2250. § llO; 
G.L. 1938. ch. 268. II 2. 25; imp!. am. P.L. 

1939. ch. 660. II 65. 180; P.L. 1942. ch. ll91. 
§ 1; G.L. 1956. II 23·3·38. 23·3-41; G.L. 
1956. § 23·3·5; P.L. 1961. ch. 87. ! 1; P.L. 
1978. ch. 191. § 2; P.L. 1982. ch. 385. § 1; 
P.L. 1966. ch. 252. I 3. 

23-3-7. Duties of local registrars. - The local registrar, with 
respect to his or her respective city or town, shall: 

*** 
(5) Transmit on or before the 10th day of each month a list of the 

deaths filed with him or her for the preceding month, to his or her 
respective local board of canvassers. 

*** 
History of SectIon. 

G.L. 1896. ch. 100, I 1; G.L. 1909. ch. 121. 
I 1; P.L. 1921. ch. 2096. I 1; G.L. 1923, ch. 
166, I 1; P.L. 1933, ch. 2050. I 1; G.L. 1938. 

ch. 268, I 1; imp!. am. P.L. 1939. ch. 660, 
§ 180; G.L. 1956. § 23-3·1; G.L .• § 23·3·7; 
P.L. 1961, ch. 87. § 1; P.L. 1965, ch. 176. I 1; 
P.L. 1966. ch. 252, § 3. 
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TITLE 30 

MILITARY AFFAIRS AND DEFENSE 

CHAPTER 7 

PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF MILITIAMEN 

SECTION. 
30.7·5. Exemption from duty on election 

day. 

30-7-5. Exemption from duty on election day. - No officer or 
enlisted man shall be compelled to do militia duty on any day on 
which a general election is held, except in case of war, riot, invasion, 
insurrection or imminent danger thereof, or in cases of public calam
ity or catastrophe. 

History of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1956. ch. 3742. par. 204; G.L. 1956. 

§ 30·7·5. 

266.1 

Supp. 4/91 J 
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TITLE 37 

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND WORKS 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 2 

STATE PURCHASES 

37·2-74. Printing. advertising, and election 
expenses. 

37-2-74_ Printing, advertising, and election expenses_ - All 
printing, binding and advertising and election expenses in connec
tion with all primaries and elections, advertising Rhode Island, and 
all legislative printing, including the printing of the public laws and 
acts and resolves, shall be purchased by the secretary of state and in 
respect to those purchases, the department of state shall be exempt 
from the requirements of this chapter which relate to the function of 
purchasing. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1989. ch. 224. § 2. 

266.3 

Supp. 4191 
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TITLE 41 

SPORTS, RACING, AND ATHLETICS 

CHAPTER 9 

ESTABLISHMENT AND EXTENSION OF GAMBLING 
ACTIVITIES AND OTHER FACILITIES 

SECTION. 
41·9-4. Town and state election on estab

lishment of facility. 

41-9-4. Town and state election on establishment of facility. 
- Before a gambling facility shall be established in any town or city, 
the town council of the town or the city council of the city shall pose, 
by adopting a resolution to be placed on the ballot at the next gen
eral election to be submitted to the qualified electors of the town or 
city and to the qualified electors of the state, the following question: 
"Shall a gambling facility and/or activity be established in the town 
(or city) of ?" 

(a) The question shall be submitted by the local board of can
vassers to the electors of the town or city where the facility or activ
ity is to be located, and the results of the election shall be certified to 
the secretary of state; -

(b) The question shall be submitted by the secretary of state to the 
qualified electors of the state at the same general election and the 
secretary of state shall certify the election results; 

(c) The affirmative vote of the subject town or city and the electors 
of the state shall be necessary for the approval of the question, and if 
consent be thus given, all further regulations shall rest with the 
ethics commission. 

(d) The question of the establishment of a harness racing facility 
in the town of Burrillville shall be submitted to the electors of the 
state and the town at the November, 1990 general election. 

History of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1981. ch. 233, § 4; P.L. 1990, ch. 508. 

§ I. 

266.5 

Supp. 4191 . .J 
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TITLE 42 

STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT 

CHAPTER 5 

STANDARD AND DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 

SECTION. 

42·5·1. Period of daylight saving time. 
42·5·2. Effect of time change. 

42-5-1. Period of daylight saving time. - At two o'clock 
antemeridian (2:00 a.m.) of the first Sunday in April of each year, 
the standard time in this state shall be advanced one hour, and at 
two o'clock antemeridian (2:00 a.m.) of the last Sunday in October of 
each year the standard time in this state shall, by the retarding of 
one hour, be made to coincide with the mean astronomical time of 
the degree of longitude governing the zone wherein the state is situ
ated, the standard official time of which is described as United 
States standard eastern time so that between the first Sunday in 
April at two o'clock antemeridian (2:00 a.m.) and the last Sunday in 
October at two o'clock antemeridian (2:00 a.m.) in each year the 
standard time of the state shall be one hour in advance of the United 
States standard eastern time. 

History of Section. 3274. I 1; G.L. 1956. § 42·5·1; P.L. 1987. ch. 
P.L. 1946. ch. 1778. § 1; P.L. 1954. ch. 11. § 1. 

42-5-2_ Effect of time change. - In all laws, statutes, orders, 
decrees, rules and regulations relating to the time of performance of 
any act by any officer or department of the state, or of any county, 
city, town or district thereof, or relating to the time in which any 
rights shall accrue or determine, or within which any act shall or 
shall not be performed by any person subject to the jurisdiction of the 
state, and in all public schools and in all institutions of the state, or 
of any county, city, town or district thereof, and in all contracts or 
choses in action made or to be performed in the state, it shall be 
understood and intended that the time shall be United States stan
dard eastern time as changed by § 42-5-1. 

Hiltory of Section. 
P.L. 1946, ch. 1778. § 1; P.L. 1954, th. 

3274, § 1; G.L. 1956, § 42·5-2. 
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268.1 DEPARTMENTS OF STATE GOVERNMENT 42·6-14 

CHAPTER 6 

DEPARTMENTS OF STATE GOVERNMENT 

SECTION. 

[Director of Health] 

42-6-14. Registration of voters by state 
agencies and departments. 

[DIRECTOR OF HEALTH] 

42-6-14. Registration of voters by state agencies and de
partments. - (A) Commencing January I, 1992, nonpartisan voter 
registration services shall be provided to qualified electors of this 
state by every state department or agency which has as one of its 
functions the taking of applications from members of the general 
public for services offered or provided by the state of Rhode Island. 
The registration services shall only be provided at the department or 
agency's business office during normal hours and days of business by 
employees whose job duties include the receiving of or assisting with 
applications for services, licenses or benefits from state government. 
Such departments and agencies shall include, but not be limited to, 
the department of labor, the state house library, the division of mo
tor vehicles of the department of transportation and any community 
based office thereof; provided, however, the department of employ
ment security and other departments, where applicable shall be ex
empt from the requirements of this section to the extent that a par· 
ticular benefit or service provided by it is funded, in whole or in part, 
by the federal government. 

In addition, such nonpartisan registration services may be a condi· 
tion of every state contract with a nonprofit corporation which acts 
as an agent of the state in receiving or assisting with applications for 
services, licenses or benefits from state government. 

(B) Notice of nonpartisan voter registration services shall be pro
vided by means of large prominently displayed signs. If a person 
declares that he or she wants to be registered and if he or she is 
otherwise a qualified elector of this state, the person shall be fur· 
nished an application for registration and be permitted to register on 
the premises. 

(C) Within ninety (90) days after January I, 1992, the director of 
each state department or agency to which subsection (A) of this 
section applies, shall submit to the board of elections a sufficient 
number of names of employees for appointment as registrars. If oth· 
erwise qualified, the persons named by the director of the state 
agency shall be appointed by the board of elections as registrars and 
persons so appointed shall have all the powers, duties and obliga
tions required of registrars under the law. All person so appointed to 
serve as registrars shall be required to attend training sem1:.J.nars 

Supp 4191 . 
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during their working hours which shall be conducted by the board of 
elections. 

(D) Nonprofit corporations contracting with the state to provide 
health and other social services to the public may submit the names 
of appropriate employees to the board of elections for appointment as 
registrars. If otherwise qualified by the board of elections, the per· 
sons so named shall be appointed registrars by the board of elections 
and shall have all the powers, duties and obligations required of 
registrars under the law. 

(E) The board of elections shall designate a member of its staff as 
the state agency voter registration coordinator. The state agency 
voter registration coordinator shall supervise the state agency voter 
registration program, develop and distribute infonnation and public· 
ity materials concerning the program and monitor the timely com· 
pliance of the provisions of this section. The board of elections shall 
promulgate rules and regulations as are necessary to implement and 
administer this section. 

(F) There shall be a pilot program established in the department 
of transportation in the Providence office of the division of motor 
vehicles for active registration, which shall include a routine inquiry 
on the agency intake fonn or an attachment to it which asks if the 
person receiving services desires to register to vote as a resident of 
his or her current address. This pilot program shall be for a period of 
one (1) year and shall be administered by the division of motor vehi
cles, which may use volunteers for the purpose of implementing this 
chapter. An advisory board shall be fonned to help draft the policy 
and help recruit volunteers for this program and the division shall 
report back to the governor and the board with an evaluation of the 
program at the end of one (1) year. 

The advisory board shall consist of seventeen (17) members ap
pointed by the governor which shall include the following as mem
bers: the secretary of state or her designee, one (1) member from the 
division of motor vehicles, one (1) member from the league of women 
voters, one (1) member of the urban league, one (1) member of the 
Rhode Island electoral coalition, and one (1) member of common 
cause. Three (3) members shall be from the general assembly, two 
(2) members from the house of representatives, no more than one (1) 
from the majority party with both appointments from the speaker. 
One (1) shall be appointed from the senate by the majority leader. 

The board shall meet within thirty (30) days of this section becom
ing law and the pilot program shall commence no later than Decem
ber 1st, 1989. 

(0) Nothing contained herein shall be construed to prohibit pri-
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vate voter registration activities in the public areas of state depart
ments and agencies. 

History ot SectiOD. 
P.L. 1989, ch. 346, § 1. 

Supp. 4/91 
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268.5 

SECTtON. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

CHAPTER 8 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

42·8·20. Fees and charges of secretary. 
42·8·22. Central registration register. 

42-8-22 

42-8-20_ Fees and charges of secretary_ - To the secretary of 
state there shall be allowed: 

(1) For every private petition to the general assembly received in 
either house which shall be continued with order of notice, to be paid 
to the secretary for the use of the state, by the applicant on contin
uance of the same, and to be accounted for by the secretary of the 
state...................................................................... $5.00 

(2) For making a certificate and affixing the seal of the state 
where the state is not a party, to be paid to the secretary for the use 
of the state, and to be accounted for by him or her to the 
state...................................................................... $2.00 

(3) For making a copy of any document on file in the office of the 
secretary of state ............................. fifty cents ($.50) per page. 

(4) For every publication distributed by the secretary of state, a 
charge of not less than the actual cost and/or delivery thereof. 

History of Section. 633. § 21; G.L. 1956. § 42-8-20; P.L. 1971. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 295. § 24; G.L. 1909. ch. 364. ch. 160. § 1; P.L. 1990. ch. 65. art. 43. I 10. 

I 20; G.L. 1923. ch. 417. I 20; G.L. 1938. ch. 

42-8-22_ Central registration register_ - The secretary of 
state shall appoint not less than two (2) assistants in charge of the 
central registration register, one of whom shall be selected from a 
list of three (3) names submitted to him or her by the state chairman 
of the political party other than that of the secretary of state, all of 
whom shall serve at the pleasure of the secretary of state, whose 
duties shall be to maintain the central registration register of all 
persons qualified to vote in the state. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1956. I 42-8-22; P.L. 1963. ch. 209. 

I 6. 

Supp. 4/91 
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CHAPTER 30 

NOTARIES PUBLIC AND JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 

SECTION. SECTION. 
42·30·1. Election of justices by town coun- 42·30·2. Governor's appointment power pre-

cil. served. 

42-30--1. Election of justices by town council. - The town or 
city council of any town or city of this state may appoint and fix the 
terms of justices of the peace, and no justice of the peace shall be 
elected by the qualified electors in any town or city at any regular or 
special election held for the purpose of electing officers of the town or 
city, or otherwise_ 

History of SectiOD. 
P,L, 1938. ch, 2602, § 1; G,L, 1938, ch, 489. 

§ 14; G,L, 1956, i 42-30-1. 

42·30·2. Governor's appointment power preserved. - Noth
ing in § 42-30-1 shall be construed to impair the authority of the 
governor to appoint justices of the peace, in accordance with the 
provisions of § 42-30-5. 

History of SectiOD. § 15; G.L. 1956. I 42·30-2; P.L. 1988. ch. 84. 
P.L. 1938. ch. 2602, § 2; G.L. 1938. ch. 489. § go, 
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SECTION. 
44·30·2. Rate of tu. 

TITLE 44 

TAXATION 

CHAPTER 30 

PERSONAL INCOME TAX 

PART I-GENERAL 

44·30-2. Rate of tax. -
••• 
(d) There shall be allowed as a credit against the Rhode Island 

personal income tax otherwise due for a taxable year, commencing 
for the tax year 1988, a contribution of five dollars ($5.00), or ten 
dollars ($10.00) if married and filing ajoint return, to the account for 
the public financing of the electoral system. The first two dollars 
($2.00), or four dollars ($4.00) if married and filing a joint return, 
shall go to a political party as defined in § 17·12.1-12 to be desig· 
nated by the taxpayer or to a nonpartisan account if so indicated up 
to a total of two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000) collectively for 
all parties and the nonpartisan account. The remainder shall go into 
a general election account to be utilized for the purposes of 
§§ 17-25-18 through 17-25·27. 

The credit for the pUblic financing of the electoral system shall 
appear on the face of the state personal income tax return. The tax 
administrator shall annually forward by August 1, all contributions 
to said account to the state general treasurer and the treasurer shall 
annually remit by September 1, the designated partisan contribu· 
tions to the chairman of the appropriate political party and the con· 
tributions made to the nonpartisan general account shall be allo
cated by the state general treasurer to each political party in propor· 
tion to the combined number of votes its candidates for governor 
received in the previous election, after five percent (5%) of the 
amount in the account is allocated to each party for each general 
officer elected in the previous statewide election. Each political 
party may expend moneys received under this provision for all pur· 
poses and activities permitted by the laws of Rhode Island and the 
United States, except that no such moneys shall be utilized for ex· 
penditures to be directly made or incurred to support or defeat a 
candidate in any election within the meaning of chapter 25 of title 
17, or in any election for any political party nomination, or for politi· 
cal party office within the meaning of chapter 12 of title 17. The 
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remaining funds shall be allocated for the public financing of cam
paigns for governor as set forth in §§ 17-25-19 through 17-25-27 . 

••• 
History of Section. 

P.L. 1971. ch. 8. art. 1. I 1; P.L. 1971. ch. 
204. art. 3. I 1; P.L. 1973. ch. 230. I 1; P.L. 
1975. th. 260. art. 9. § 1; P.L. 1978. ch. 22, 
§ 1; P.L. 1978. ch. 205. art. 6. § 1; P.L. 1981. 
ch. 291. art. 8. I 1; P.L. 1982. ch. 344. art. 9. 
§ 1; P.L. 1983. ch. 2, art. 7, § 1; P.L. 1983. ch. 

167. art. 21. I 1; P.L. 1984. ch. 245. art. VIT. 
I 1; P.L. 1984. ch. 405, § 1; P.L. 1985. ch. 5. 
I I; P.L. 1985. ch. 181. art. 44. § I; P.L. 
1985. ch. 496. art. 5. I 1; P.L. 1986, ch. 287, 
art. 6. § I; P.L. 1987.ch.1l8. art. 6, § I; P.L. 
1988, ch. 420. § 2; P.L. 1989. th. 15. I 1; P.L. 
1989, ch. 16, § I; P.L. 1989. ch. 218. I 1. 

\ 



SECTION. 

45·3·1. 
45·3·2. 
45·3·3. 

45·3·3.1. 

45·3-4. 
45·3·5. 
45·3·6. 

45·3·7. 

45·3·8. 
45·3·9. 

45·3·10. 

45·3·11. 

TITLE 45 

TOWNS AND CITIES 

CHAPTER 3 

TOWN MEETINGS 

Periodical elective meetings. 
Time of elective meetings. 
Adjournment to complete election 

of officers. 
Adjournment of the Barrington 

town meeting to an indoor fa
cility located outside the town 
of Barrington. 

Meetings other than elective. 
Notice of meetings. 
Call of meeting on request of elec

tors. 
Consent of council to special meet· 

ing. 
Clerk's warrant giving notice. 
Notice of meetings by request -

Hour held - Bwiness consid
ered. 

Meeting to elect clerk to fill va
cancy. 

Forfeiture for neglect of duty by of
ficers. 

SECTION. 
45-3-12. Notice of meeting to dispose of land 

or make tax. 
45-3-13. Canvass prior to meeting. 
45-3-14. Quorum. 
45-3-15. Selection of moderator. 
45-3-16. Term of moderator and clerk. 
45-3-17. Moderator to preside. 
45-3-18. Regulation of meeting by modera-

tor. 
45-3-19. Disorderly conduct at meeting. 
45-3-20. Voting on motions. 
45-3-21. Majority required for action. 
45-3-22. Record of proceedings as evidence 

- Certificate of clerk. 
45-3-23. Compensation of district modera

tors and clerks. 
45-3-24. Application to voting machine 

meetings. 
45-3-25. Voting machines for municipal 

budget referenda. 

45·3·1. Periodical elective meetings. - A town meeting shall 
be held annually or biennially as required by law in each town, for 
the election of such town officers as are or may be by law required. 

Hi.tory of Section. § 1; G.L. 1923. ch. 48. § 1; G.L. 1938. ch. 330. 
G.L. 1896. ch 37. ! 1; G.L. 1909. ch. 47. § 1; G.L. 1956. § 45·3·1. 

45·3·2. Time of elective meetings. - Town meetings shall be 
held at such time as is or may be by·law or vote provided, unless 
otherwise directed by law. 

History of Section. § 2; G.L. 1923. ch. 48. § 2; G.L. 1938. ch. 330. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 37. ! 2; G.L. 1909. ch. 47. I 2; G.L. 1956. ! 45·3·2. 

45·3·3. Adjournment to complete election of officers. - If, 
on the day of the town meeting for the election of town officers, any 
town shall fail to make an election of town clerk, town council, or 
town treasurer, the meeting may be acljourned for the purpose of 
completing the election of those officers, but of no others, from day to 
day, not exceeding three (3) days beyond the first day of meeting. 
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History of Section. 48, § 3: G.L. 1938, ch. 330. § 3; G.L. 1956. 
G.L. l896. ch. 37. ! 3: G.L. 1909. ch. 47. § 45.3.3. 

! 3: P.L. 19l4. ch. lO37. j l: G.L. 1923. ch. 

45-3-3.1. Adjournment of the Barrington town meeting to 
an indoor facility located outside the town of Barrington. - (a) 
If at the stated time and day of the town meeting in the town of 
Barrington, there is insufficient room to accommodate, seat, assem
ble, and hear, all the qualified electors present at the town meeting, 
and if after review by the town moderator and town clerk it is deter
mined there is no indoor facility in the town large enough to accom
modate the electors reasonably expected at the continuation of the 
town meeting, then the town of Barrington may hold its town meet
ing at an indoor facility located a reasonable distance outside the 
town of Barrington. 

(b) Notice of the meeting shall be given pursuant to § 45-3-8 of 
this chapter. 

History of Section. 
P.L. 1991. ch. 38. § l: P.L. 1991. ch. 400. 

I l. 

45-3-4. Meetings other than elective. - Town meetings, other 
than annual or biennial meetings, shall be held at such times as are, 
or may be, by the Constitution or by law required, or may be called 
in the manner hereinafter provided. 

History of Section. § 4: G.L. 1923. ch. 48. § 4: G.L. 1938. ch. 330. 
G.L. l896. ch. 37. § 4: G.L. 1909. ch. 47, I 4: G.L. 1956. § 45·3-4. 

45-3-5. Notice of meetings. - Town clerks shall cause the elec
tors of their respective towns to be notified of every town meeting 
which shall be prescribed by law, and also of all other town meetings 
which shall be legally called. 

History of Section. § 5: G.L. 1923. ch. 48. § 5: G.L. 1938. ch. 330. 
G.L. l896. ch. 37. § 5: G.L. 1909. ch. 47. § 5: G.L. 1956. § 45·3·5. 

45-3-6. Call of meeting on request of electors. - Whenever 
the town council, or whenever ten percent (lO%) of the electors of 
any town, as herein provided, less any fractional part that may ap
pear in the computation thereof, shall make a request, in writing, for 
the calling of a town meeting to transact any business relating to the 
town in respect of which they shall have a right to vote, and direct 
the request to the town clerk, the town clerk shall cause the electors 
to be duly notified of the time when and the place where the meeting 
is to be held, and of the business proposed to be transacted therein; 
except as provided in § 45-3-7; provided, that the ten percent 00%) 
shall be computed on the total number of electors appearing on the 
last canvassed voting lists of the town as having a right to vote in 

sUPp . .:::.J 
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the transaction of any business that may be duly presented at the 
meeting. 

History of Section. 1191, ~ 1; C.L. 1923, ch. 48, § 6; C,L. 1938. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 37. I 6; P.L. 1900. ch. 781. ch. 330. I 6; G.L. 1956. I 45·3·6. 

I 1; G.L. 1909. ch. 47. § 6; P.L. 1915. ch. 

45·3·7. Consent of council to special meeting. - No special 
town meeting shall be called without the consent of the town council, 
if the subject or any of the subjects proposed to be considered at the 
special town meeting shall have been acted on by the town at any 
time within six (6) months previous to the time of the proposed call. 

Hi.tory or Section. I 7; G.L. 1923. ch. 48. § 7; G.L. 1938. ch. 330. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 37. § 7; G.L. 1909. ch. 47. § 7; G.L. 1956, i 45·3·7. 

Supp. 2192 
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45.3-8. Clerk's warrant giving notice. - The notice to the 
electors to meet in a town meeting, prescribed by law, shall be given 
by the town clerk issuing his or her warrant, directed to the town 
sergeant or one of the constables of the town, requiring him or her to 
post, at least seven (7) days before the day appointed for the meeting, 
written notifications in three (3) or more public places in the town, of 
the time when and place where the meeting is to be held and of the 
business required by law to be transacted therein. 

History of SecUOIL I 8; G.L. 1923. ch. 48. § 8; G.L. 1938. ch. 330. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 37. I 8; G.L. 1909. ch. 47. § 8; G.L. 1956. § 45-3-8. 

45-3·9. Notice of meetings by request - Hour held - Busi· 
ness considered. - The notice of meetings, when called by request 
as aforesaid, shall be given in the manner provided for meetings 
prescribed by law. In towns in which the hour of meetings prescribed 
by law is fixed by law, meetings called by request shall be held at the 
same hour. In other towns the meetings shall be held at the hour 
named in the request. At all meetings called by request only the 
business stated in the warrants directing the calling of the meetings 
shall be acted upon. 

History of SecdoIL § 9; G.L. 1938. ch. 330. § 9; G.L. 1956. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 37. I 9; P.L. 1901. ch. 852. I 45-3·9. 

I 9; G.L. 1909. ch. 47. I 9; G.L. 1923. ch. 48. 

45-3·10. Meeting to elect clerk to till vacancy. - Whenever 
any town clerk shall be removed by death or otherwise, the town 
treasurer of the town shall issue his or her warrant to warn the 
electors to assemble in town meeting, to choose a town clerk in the 
room of him or her so removed, which warrant shall be directed as 
aforesaid. 

History of SecUOIL § 10; G.L. 1923. ch. 48. § 10; G.L. 1935. ch. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 37. I 10; G.L. 1909. ch. 47. 330. § 10; G.L. 1956. § 45-3·10. 

45-3·11. Forfeiture for neglect of duty by officers. - Every 
town clerk or town treasurer who shall neglect or refuse to issue a 
warrant as above directed, and every town sergeant or constable who 
shall neglect or refuse to serve the warrant as above required. shall 
forfeit for each neglect fifty dollars ($50.00); to be recovered, one·half 
(1/2) thereof to the use of the town, and one-half (1/2) thereof to the use 
of the person who shall sue for the same. 

History of SecUOIL I 11; G.L. 1923. ch. 48. § 11; G.L. 1938. ch. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 37. I 11; G.L. 1909. ch. 47. 330. I 11; G.L. 1956. § 45·3·11. 
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45-3-12. Notice of meeting to dispose of land or make tax.
No vote shall be passed in any town meeting concerning the dispos
ing of the town's land or making a tax, unless special mention be 
made, and notice thereof given. in the warrant issued for the warn· 
ing of the meeting; and the town clerk of every town shall grant the 
warrant, except in cases where the law otherwise directs, which 
warrant shall be directed to the town sergeant. or to one of the 
constables of the town. The notice for the making of a tax as herein 
provided shall be in substantially the following form: 

"WARNING FOR TOWN MEETING 
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE 

PLANTATIONS. 

COUNTY OF SC. 
GREETING: 

By the town clerk of the town of , R. I. (seal) to , town 
sergeant of the town of , or any of the constables of the town. 

Pursuant to chapter 3 oftitle 45. you are hereby required to post, 
at least seven (7) days before the day of , A. D. 
19 , written notifications in three (3) or more public places in the 
town of , Rhode Island. notifying and warning the electors of 
the town of • qualified to vote upon any proposition to impose a 
tax or for the expenditure of money, to assemble in town meeting at 
the town hall (or other place designated) in the town of , on 
the day of , A. D. 19 . at o'clock in the noon 
for the purpose of ordering a tax to be levied and assessed on the 
ratable property of the town and the inhabitants thereof for the 
payment of the town debts and interest, for the payment of the 
town's proportion of the state tax. for the support of schools, for the 
support and maintenance of the poor, for the building, repairing, and 
amending of highways, for the building, repairing, and amending of 
bridges, for the improvement in any manner deemed fit of any prop
erty belonging to the town, for all necessary charges and expenses 
whatsoever arising within the town. whether incidental or not to the 
above (here designate any further purpose, if any, for which the 
town may legally appropriate money), and for any or all other pur
poses authorized by law, and to transact such other business as may 
legally come before the meeting. 

Given under my hand this day of , A. D. 19 , at the 
town of • Rhode Island. 

Town Clerk" 

H1alory of Section. 48. I 12: P.L. 1932. ch. 1944. I 4: G.L. 1938. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 37. I 12: G.L. 1909. ch. 47. ch. 330. ! 12: G.L. 1956. § 45·3·12. 

§ 12: P.L. 1915. cb. 1210. § 1: G.L. 1923. ch. 
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45·3·13. Canvass prior to meeting. - Prior to any town meet. 
ing prescribed by law or called by request as provided by § 45·3.6, 
the list of the electors qualified to vote in town meetings shall be 
made out and canvassed in the same manner as provided by law 
with respect to elective town meetings. 

History of Section. § 1; G.L. 1923. ch. 48. § 13; G.L. 1938. ch. 
G.L. 1909. ch. 47. § 13; P.L. 1917. ch. 1471. 330. § 13; G.L. 1956. § 45·3·13. 

45·3·14. Quorum. - Whenever the inhabitants of any town do 
not exceed three thousand (3,000) by the last census, whether na· 
tional or state, preceding the holding of a town meeting, seven (7) 
electors at least shall be necessary to constitute a legal town meet· 
ing; and whenever the inhabitants of any town shall exceed that 
number, fifteen (15) electors at least shall be necessary to constitute 
the meeting; provided, that whenever both the warden or moderator 
and clerk of any ward or district meeting held in any city or town are 
present, they shall constitute a quorum for the opening of the polls 
for voting for all civil officers, except for warden and clerk. 

HIotory nf SeeUon. § 1; G.L. 1923. ch. 49. § 1; G.L. 1938. ch. 331, 
G.L. 1896, ch. 38, § 1; G.L. 1909, ch. 48, I 1; G.L. 1956, § 45·3·14. 

45-3·15. Selection of moderator. - At the annual or biennial 
town meeting of each town, there shall be chosen a moderator to 
preside in all the town meetings until the moderator's successor is 
elected and qualified. 

History of Section. I 2; G.L. 1923. ch. 49. § 2; G.L. 1938, ch. 331. 
G.L. 1896, ch. 38, I 2; G.L. 1909, ch. 48. § 2; G.L. 1956, § 45·3-l5. 

45-3-16. Term of moderator and clerk. - The term of office of 
the moderator and clerk, as aforesaid, then elected, shall commence 
at the first regular meeting held thereafter for the election of offi· 
cers, and shall continue until their successors are elected and quali· 
fied, unless otherwise provided by law. 

HIotory of Section. I 8; G.L. 1923, ch. 49. § 7; G.L. 1938. ch. 331. 
G.L. 1896, ch. 38, § 7; G.L. 1909, ch. 48. I 5; G.L. 1956, § 45·3·16. 

45-3·17. Moderator to preside. - In all meetings of the elec· 
tors or voters in a town, representative district, or voting district, 
the moderator of the meeting shall preside. 

HIotory of SeeUon. 49. I 8; G.L. 1938. ch. 331, § 6; G.L. 1956. 
G.L. 1896, ch. 38, § 8; G.L. 1909. ch. 48. I 45-3·17. 

§ 9; P.L. 1910, ch. 64{). § 37; G.L. 1923. ch. 
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45.3-18. Regulation of meeting by moderator. - Every mod· 
erator shall have power to manage and regulate the business of each 
meeting. conforming to law, and to maintain peace and good order 
therein. 

H1slOry or SectiOD. § 12; G.L. 1923. ch. 49. ! 11; G.L. 1938. ch. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 38. § 11; G.L. 1909. ch. 48. 331.! 9; G.L. 1956. ! 45·3·18. 

45-3-19. Disorderly conduct at meeting. - If any person shall 
conduct himself in a disorderly manner in any town, representative 
district, or voting district meeting, the moderator may order that 
person to withdraw from the meeting; and, on the person's refusal, 
may order the town sergeant, or any constable present, or any other 
persons, to take him or her from the meeting and to confine him or 
her in some convenient place until the meeting shall be adjourned; 
and the person so refusing to withdraw shall, for each offense, be 
fined not exceeding twenty dollars ($20.00). 

HisIOry or SectiOD. I 13; G.L. 1923. ch. 49. § 12; G.L. 1938. ch. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 38. § 12; G.L. 1909. ch. 48. 331. § 10; G.L. 1956. I 45.3·19. 

45-3-20. Voting on motions. - The moderator of every town 
meeting shall, on a motion being made and seconded, relative to any 
business regularly before the meeting, after having heard all the 
electors entitled to vote thereon who shall be desirous of being 
heard, cause the votes of the electors present to be taken thereon. 
Whenever any question shall be pending in any town meeting in
volving an expenditure of money, or the incurring of liability by the 
town, or the disposition of town property, the vote shall be taken by 
ballot, if a ballot be called for and the call be seconded by at least 
one·fifth (1/.) of the electors present who are qualified to vote on the 
pending question. 

HisIOry or SectiOD. 49. § 13; G.L. 1938. ch. 331. § 11; G.L. 1956. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 38. § 13; G.L. 1909. ch. 48. § 45·3·20. 

§ 14; P.L. 1913. ch. 922. § 1; G.L. 1923. ch. 

45-3-21. Majority required for action. - All questions relat
ing to town affairs, excepting elections, shall be decided by a major
ity of the votes of the electors present entitled to vote on the ques· 
tion. 

HisIOry or Section. I 16; G.L. 1923. ch. 49. § 15; G.L. 1938. ch. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 38. § 15; G.L. 1909. ch. 48. 331. § 12; G.L. 1956. § 45·3·21. 

45-3·22. Record of proceedings as evidence - Certificate of 
clerk. - A copy of the record of the proceedings of any town meet
ing, duly certified by the town clerk, shall be evidence of any act or 
vote of the town in town meeting assembled, recited in the copy, and 
the certificate of the town clerk that no town meeting has been held 

~.--
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to consider any subject in the certificate mentioned, or that no vote 
of the town has been taken upon the subject, shall be evidence of the 
fact therein stated. 

History of Section. § 17: G.L. 1923, ch. 49, § 16: G.L. 1938, ch. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 38. j 16; G.L. 1909. ch. 48. 331. j 13; G.L. 1956. § 45·3·22. 

45-3-23. Compensation of district moderators and clerks. -
The moderators and clerks of voting districts and representative 
districts in all cities and towns shall severally receive as compensa
tion for their services the minimum sum of seventy-five dollars 
($75.00) per day. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1909. ch. 48.! 19; P.L. 1919. ch. 1776. 

! 1; G.L. 1923. ch. 49. § 18; G.L. 1938. ch. 

331. § 15; G.L. 1956. § 45·3·23; P.L. 1964. 
ch. 18. § 2; P.L. 1979. ch. 292. § 1; P.L. 1986. 
ch. 425. § 2; P.L. 1986. ch. 523. § 4. 

45·3·24. Application to voting machine meetings. - The pro· 
visions of §§ 45·3·14 - 45·3·23, inclusive, shall govern elective 
meetings held in accordance with the provisions of chapter 19 of title 
17, if and so far as they are applicable, and not inconsistent with the 
provisions of chapter 19 of title 17. 

History of Section. § 18; G.L. 1923. ch. 49. § 17; G.L. 1938. ch. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 38. § 17; G.L. 1909. ch. 48. 331. § 14; G.L. 1956. § 45·3·24. 

45·3·25. Voting machines for municipal budget referenda. 
- (a) At the request of the council of a city or town and at the sole 
expense of the city or town, the board of elections shall furnish a 
sufficient number of voting machines for use in connection with 
votes to be taken at any municipal budget referenda. The city or 
town shall furnish to the board of elections, no later than ten (10) 
days prior to the date of the municipal budget referenda, ballot lao 
bels containing the items to be voted upon at the municipal budget 
referenda, which ballot labels shall be suitable for affixation to the 
face of the voting machines. 

(b) Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to make the provi· 
sions of title 17 applicable to municipal budget referenda. 

History of SectiOD. 
P.L. 1988. ch. 137. § 1. 

Supp. 2192 
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CHAPTER 4 

ELECTION AND QUALIFICATION OF OFFICERS 

SECTION. 

45·4·!. 
45·4·2. 

45·4·3. 

45·4·4. 
45·4·5. 
45·4-6. 

45·4·7. 
45·4·8. 
45-4-9. 

Officers to be elected. 
Meetings not to interfere with elec

tions, 
Assistant moderator to preside 

over town business. 
Duplicate lists of electors. 
Certificate of election of clerk. 
Determination of number of coun-

cil members to be elected. 
Election of council members. 
[Repealed.1 
Failure by electors to elect officer. 

SECTION. 

45-4·10. Election of mayors. 
45-4-11. Engagement of town and city offi

cers. 
45-4-12. Certificate of oath delivered to offi-

cer. 
45-4-13. Bond of tax collectors. 
45-4-14. Powers of successor tax collectors. 
45-4-15. Tenure of town officers. 
45-4-16. Filling of vacancies in office. 
45-4-17. Special statutes controlling. 
45-4-18. Application to voting machine 

meetings. 

45-4·1. Officers to be elected. - (a) The electors in each town 
shall. on their town election days, choose and elect as many town 
officers as by the laws of the state are or shall be required; that is to 
say, a moderator to preside in all the meetings of the town, and a 
town clerk, a town council to consist of not less than three (3) nor 
more than seven (7) members, a town treasurer, a town sergeant, a 
town sealer of weights and measures, one or more auctioneers, such 
a number of assessors of taxes, not less than three (3) nor more than 
seven (7), as may be deemed necessary, one or more collectors of 
taxes, one or more corders of wood, one or more packers of fish, one 
or more poundkeepers, one sealer ofleather, and as many constables, 
directors of pUblic welfare, viewers of fences, gaugers of casks, and 
all such other officers as by law are required in the town and as each 
or any town shall have occasion for, including persons to superintend 
the building of chimneys and placing of stoves and stovepipes, pro
vided however that in the town of East Greenwich no constables 
shall be elected hereunder. 

(b) It is further provided that in the town of Burrillville no corders 
of wood, packers of fish, sealers of leather, gaugers of casks, and 
persons to superintend the building of chimneys and placing of 
stoves and stovepipes shall be elected hereunder. 

Hloiory of SectlOD. § I; G.L. 1956. I 45-4-1; P.L. 1967, ch. 24. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 39. I I; G.L. 1909. ch. 49. § I; P.L. 1976. ch. 107. I I. 

I I; G.L. 1923. ch. 50. I I; G.L. 1938. ch. 332. 

45-4·2. Meetings not to interfere with elections. - In towns 
not divided into voting districts, and in which town meetings for the 
election of town officers and for the transaction of town business are 
held on the same day as an election for the officers mentioned in 
§ 17·18·5 is held, the town meetings shall be so held and conducted 
as not to interfere or conflict with the provisions of chapters 2 - 4 
inclusive, of title 17. 

Supp. 2192 - I 
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History of Section. § 2; C.L. 1923. ch. 50. § 2; C.L. 1938, ch. 332. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 39. § 2; G.L. 1909. ch. 49. I 2; G.L. 1956. I 45.4.2. 

45-4-3. Assistant moderator to preside over town business. 
- Such towns as are mentioned in § 45-4-2 are hereby authorized to 
elect an assistant moderator, who may preside at such town meet
ings as are held on the same day as an election for the officers 
mentioned in § 17-18-5 is held, for the election of town officers and 
the transaction of town business, and with like power and authority 
in these town meetings as moderators would have. 

History or Section. § 3; G.L. 1923. ch. 50. § 3; G.L. 1938. ch. 332. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 39. ! 3; G.L. 1909. ch. 49. § 3; G.L. 1956. ! 45-4-3. 

45-4-4. Duplicate lists of electors. - A duplicate list of the 
qualified electors in each of the towns shall be prepared for use in 
town meetings held under the provisions of §§ 45-4-2 and 45-4-3; 
and all the provisions of law relative to the preparation, furnishing, 
and use of voting lists shall apply to these duplicate lists. 

Hiotory or Section. § 4; G.L. 1923. ch. 50. § 4; G.L. 1938. ch. 332. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 39. § 4; G.L. 1909. ch. 49. § 4; G.L. 1956. § 45·4·4. 

45-4·5. Certificate of election of clerk. - The mayor of every 
city and the president of the town council of every town shall, as soon 
as may be after the election of city clerk or town clerk of the city or 
town, send to the secretary of state a certificate of the election of the 
city or town clerk, which certificate shall be kept on file in the office 
of the secretary of state. 

Hiotory or Section. § 7; G.L. 1923. ch. 50. § 7; G.L. 1938. ch. 332. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 39. § 7; G.L. 1909. ch. 49. § 5; G.L. 1956. § 45·4·5. 

45-4-6. Determination of number of council members to be 
elected. - Before the election of members of the town council is 
begun at the town meeting, the electors shall determine the number 
of officers to be elected, except as may otherwise be specifically pre· 
scribed by law. 

Hiotory or Section. § 8; G.L. 1923. ch. 50. § 8; G.L. 1938. ch. 332. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 39. § 8; G.L. 1909. ch. 49. § 6; G.L. 1956. § 45·4·6. 

45-4·7. Election of council members. - The members of the 
town council shall be chosen next in order after the town clerk; and 
in choosing them the vote shall be taken for the whole number at the 
same time. 

Hiotory or Section. § 9; G.L. 1923. ch. 50. § 9; G.L. 1938. ch. 332. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 39. § 9; G.L. 1909. ch. 49. ! 7; G.L. 1956. § 45·4·7. 
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45·4·8. [Repealed.] 

Repealed Sections. This section (G.L. 
\896, ch, 39, § 12; G,L, 1909, ch, 49, I 12; 
u.L, 1923, ch. 50, § 12; G,L, 1938, ch, 332, 
§ 8: G.L. 1956. § 45-4-81 concerning the 

numbering of places on council ballots was 
repealed by P.L. 1978, ch. 252, i 1. For 
present provisions see § 17 ·19· 7. L 

45-4-9. Failure by electors to elect officer. - In case any town 
shall, on the day of any election for town officers, fail to elect any of 
the officers whom they may lawfully choose, except town clerk, town 
council, and town treasurer, the officers shall be elected by the town 
council of the town at their next meeting; provided, however, that 
town councils may postpone the election of any of the officers to some 
future meeting; and the several towns shall have full power to dele
gate to their respective town councils the election of any of the offi· 
cers whom the town may lawfully choose, except town clerk, town 
council, and town treasurer, 

History of SectiOD. § 13; G,L, 1923, ch, 50. § 13; G,L, 1938, ch, 
G,L, 1896. ch, 39, § 13; G,L, 1909, ch, 49, 332. § 9; G,L, 1956. § 45-4·9, 

45-4-10. Election of mayors. - Mayors of cities shall be elected 
by a plurality of the electors qualified to vote in the election of 
general officers, who shall vote for the candidates for that office. 

History of SectiOD. § 14; G,L, 1923. ch, 50. § 14; G,L, 1938. ,h, 
GL 1896. ch, 39. § 14; G,L, 1909. ch, 49. 332. § 10; G,L, 1956. § 45·4·\0, 

45-4·11. Engagement of town and city officers. - Unless 
some other form of engagement be specially by law prescribed, every 
person elected to any town or city office, whether by the town, city 
council, or town council, and every moderator and warden, and ward 
and district clerk, shall take the following engagement before he or 
she shall act therein, before some person authorized to administer 
oaths: 

You (naming the person) do solemnly swear (or, affirm) that you 
will be true and faithful unto this state, and support the laws and 
Constitution thereof, and the Constitution of the United States; and 
that you will well and truly execute the office of (naming the office) 
for the term for which you have been elected, or until another be 
engaged in your place, or until you be legally discharged therefrom; 
so help you God (or this affirmation you make and give upon peril of 
the penalty of perjury). 

History of Section. 
G,L, 1896. ch, 39. § 15; G,L, 1909. ch, 49. 

§ 15; P,L, 1914. ch, 1039. § 2; G,L, 1923. ch, 

Supp. 2192 

50, § 15; G,L, 1938. ch, 332. § ll; G,L. 1956. 
§ 45-4·11. 
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45·4·12. Certificate of oath delivered to officer. - The officer 
administering the oath shall make and deliver to the officer a certifi· 
cate of the taking of the oath. 

History of Section. ! 16: G.L. 1923. ch. 50. I 16: G.L. 1938. ch. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 39. I 16: G.L. 1909. ch. 49. 332. I 12: G.L. 1956. § 45·4-12. 

45·4·13. Bond of tax collectors. - Every collector of taxes 
shall give bond, with sufficient surety, for the faithful performance 
of his or her trust, to the town treasurer of the town for which the 
collector is chosen, in such sum as the town or the town council of the 
town shall determine, not exceeding double the amount of the tax 
with the collection of which the collector shall be charged. Whenever 
any town shall elect its town treasurer as collector of taxes for the 
town, the bond to be given by the collector under the provisions 
hereof shall be given to the town. and shall be delivered to the town 
council for safekeeping, and upon the happening of any breach of the 
condition of the bond, an action thereon may be commenced in the 
name of the town to which it was given. 

Hiotory of Section. § 17: G.L. 1923. ch. 50. § 17: G.L. 1938, ch. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 39. § 17: G.L. 1909, ch. 49. 332. § 13: G.L. 1956. i 45-4·13. 

45-4·14. Powers of successor tax collectors. - In case of the 
deat!?, resignation, or removal of any collector of taxes, the collector 
who shall be appointed to complete the collection thereof shall have 
the same power to collect taxes as is by law given to the collector 
first appointed. 

Hiotory of Section. § 18: G.L. 1923. ch. 50. I 18: G.L. 1938. ch. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 39, § 18: G.L. 1905. ch. 49. 332.! 14: G.L. 1956. § 45·4·14. 

45-4·15. Tenure of town officers. - All town officers shall hold 
their offices until the next election of town officers, and thereafter 
until their successors shall be lawfully qualified to act; unless where 
it is expressly provided to the contrary. 

History of Section. § 19: G.L. 1923. ch. 50. § 19: G.L. 1938. ch. 
G.L. 1896, ch. 39. I 19: G.L. 1909. ch. 49. 332, § 15: G.L. 1956. § 45·4·15. 

45-4·16. Filling of vacancies in office. - (a) Whenever a va· 
cancy shall occur in any office by death, removal out of town, resig· 
nation, or by neglect or refusal to qualify, or for any other cause, the 
town council may fill the office until the next town meeting for the 
election of officers, and whenever from any cause there shall be 
vacancies in the town council of any town, so that there shall not be 
sufficient members to form a quorum, the town clerk shall call a 
special town meeting in the manner provided by law for calling 
special town meetings, at which meeting, or at any subsequent meet· 

. ___ -5"PP. ~2 4 
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ing called for that purpose, vacancies shall be filled in the manner 
provided for the election of officers. 

(b) Whenever a vacancy shall occur in the town council of the 
town of West Warwick and the town council for any reason has failed 
to fill the vacancy within thirty (30) days after the office became 
vacant then the town clerk shall call for a special election in the 
manner provided by law; however, no special election shall be called 
where the vacancy occurs within nine (9) months of the next general 
election. 

History of SecdOD. 50. I 20; G.L. 1938. ch. 332. § 16; G.L. 1956. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 39. § 20; G.L. 1909. ch. 49. § 45-4-16; P.L. 1986. ch. 304. § l. 

§ 20; P.L. 1910. ch.·640. I 40; G.L. 1923. ch. 

45-4-17_ Special statutes controlling_ - The provisions of this 
chapter are subject to the provisions of any special statutes respect
ing any particular town or city, none of which are repealed hereby. 
Provided, no elected or appointed official or member of a board or 
commission, or employee of any city or town, shall be disqualified in 
that capacity because he or she serves as delegate to a constitutional 
convention of the state, or other unpaid position with the state. 

HIstory of SecdOD. 332. I 18; G.L. 1956. § 45-4-17; P.L. 1966. 
G.L. 1896. ch. 39. I 22; G.L. 1909. ch. 49. ch. 56. I I; P.L. 1988. ch. 142. § l. 

§ 22; G.L.·1923. ch. 50. § 22; G.L. 1938. ch. 

45-4-18_ Application to voting machine meetings_ - The pro
visions of this chapter shall govern elective meetings held in accor
dance with the provisions of chapter 19 of title 17, if and so far as 
they are applicable and not inconsistent with the provisions of chap
ter 19 of title 17. 

HI.tory of SecdOD. I 23; G.L. 1923. ch. 50. § 23; G.L. 1938. ch. 
G.L. 1896, ch. 39, I 23; G.L. 1909, ch. 49, 332, § 19; G.L. 1956, I 45-4-18. 
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SECTION. 
45-7-2. Deputy clerk. 

TOWN CLERK 

CHAPTER 7 

TOWN CLERK 

45-7-3. Deputies to register voters. 

45· 7·3 

45·7·2. Deputy clerk. - Town clerks may. by and with the ap· 
probation of the town council. appoint a deputy. whenever the ap· 
pointment shall be necessary; and the deputy. so appointed. shall 
have all the powers and perform all the duties which are incumbent 
on the town clerk. being thereunto qualified by taking the oath of 
office. 

History of Section. § 2; G.L. 1923. ch. 52. § 2; G.L. 1938. ch. 334, 
G.L. 1896, ch. 41, § 2; G.L. 1909. ch. 51. § 2; G.L. 1956, § 45·7·2. 

45·7·3. Deputies to register voters. - In addition to the dep· 
uty town clerk provided for in § 45·7·2. the town clerk may appoint 
additional deputy town clerks who shall be empowered only to accept 
the registration of voters. 

History of Section. 
G.L. 1938, ch. 334, § 2; P.L. 1950, ch. 2484. 

§ 1; G.L. 1956, § 45·7·3. 

Supp. 2192 
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SECTION. 

BUDGET COMMISSIONS 

CHAPTER 9 

BUDGET COMMISSIONS 

45·9·1. Composition and powers. 
45-9-2. Town approval for establishment. 

45-9-2 

45·9·1- Composition and powers. - If the general assembly 
shall at any time vest the authority to impose taxes and for the 
expenditure of money in any town or city in a budget commission, 
that commission shall consist of not less than five (5) nor more than 
fifteen (15) electors, of such qualifications and with such powers as 
the general assembly may prescribe, to be elected by the qualified 
electors of the town or city. 

History of Section. § 1: Const. Amend .• art. 29. § 3: G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1927. ch. 1023.! 1: G.L. 1938. ch. 346. § 45-9-1. 

45·9·2. Town approval for establishment. - No budget com· 
mission shall be created for a town, as distinguished from a city, 
unless the electors thereof, in a financial town meeting regularly 
called, due notice of such proposition appearing in the call for the 
meeting, shall by a majority vote of those present and voting, vote to 
submit the proposition to the electors of the town qualified to vote 
upon any proposition to impose a tax or for the expenditure of 
money, at the next regular election of town officers, and unless the 
electors at the election shall by a majority vote of those present and 
voting approve the proposition. 

History of Section. § 1; Const. Amend., art. 29, § 3: G.L. 1956. 
P.L. 1927. ch. 1023. § 1: G.L. 1938. ch. 346. § 45·9-2. 

Supp. 2/92 
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A 

ABORTIONS. 
Constitution of Rhode bland. 

No right granted, Canst. R. I.. Art. I. 
12. 

ABSENTEE VOTING. 
Ballots. 

Overseas ballots, §l7·20·10.1. 
Citizens residing oU&8ide the United 

States. 
~nn of application by foreign absentee. 

§l7·21.[.4. 
Opening and counting, §l7·21.1·7. 
Time of casting and mailing, § 17·21.1-6. 

Constitution of Rhode Island, Canst. R. 
I .• Art. II. 12. 

Disabled or incapacitated person •. 
Permanently disabled or incapacitated 

persons, §17·20·9. 
Federal voting rights act. 

Residence requirements for voting. 
Absentee registration, 42 U.S.C. 

§l973aa·1. 
Jail •. 

Application by persons detained or 
imprisoned. §17·20·2.1. 

Lists. 
State board to prepare and mail to local 

boar<is. §l7·22·B. 
Military affairs. 

Member of armed forces in Beti ve 
service. §17-20·9.1. 

Overseas ballou, §17·20·10.1. 
Prisons and prisoners. 

Application by persons detained or 
imprisoned.. §17·20·2.1. 

Returna. 
Commencement and continuance of 

tabulations. §l7 ·22·1. 
Secretary of ltate. 

Duties of secretary. §L7·6-4. 

ACCOUNTS AND ACCOUNTING. 
Campaign contribution. and 

expenditure. reporting act. 
Postaudit of accounts. 917·25·27. 

ACTIONS. 
CObltitution of Rbode Island. 

Transitional provisions. 
Validity of suits. actions and rights of 

actions, Const. R. I .• An. XV, ~2. 

ADJOURNED ELECTIONS. 
Supervision, §l7-11·16. 

ADVERTISING. 
Campaign contribution. and 

expenditures reporting act. 
Joint advenisements. 

Equal apponionment of expenditures. 
117·25·26. 

Districts. 
Combination of voting districts for 

special elections. §l7 ·11·1.1. 
Political advertising. § 17·23-14. 

Official budget of elected officials. 
Exceptions to official budget's 

prohibition, §17 ·23-18. 
Prohibited expenditure of public 

funds. §l7·23·1B. 
Secretary of state. 

Printing. advertising and election 
expenses. 

Purchases by, §37·2-74. 
Signature and labeling of advertiling 

in periodicals required. !l7·23·1. 
Violations. 

Penalty for advertising violations. 
117·23·3. 

AFFIDAVITS. 
Challenge •. 

Identity of voter challenged. §l7·19-27. 
False affidavits. 

Penalty. §l7·19·27. 
Mail ballota. 

Application for mail ballot. 
Affidavit forms. §17-20-8. 

Nomination papen. 
Affidavit of person obtaining 

signatures. 
On paper!!. §l7-14-10. 

Primary election •• 
Challenging person's right to vote. 

§l7-l5·26. 
Officials required to make affidavit. 

§l7·15·14. 
Voten not listed, §17-15-23. 
Voting lists. 

Affidavits of error in lists. §l7 ·13·2. 
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AFFIDA VITS--Cont'd 
Public records, H7.19·29. 
Registration. 

~Iaking false affidavits. H 7-9-21. 
Voting assistance. 

Affidavit of voter requiring assistance. 
~li·19·26.1. 

AGE, 
Eligibility to vote, H7-1-3. 
Persons eighteen year! of age, Hi.I·3: 

Const. C. S .. Amd. XXVI. 
Federal voting rights act. 

Enforcement of twenty-sixth 
amendment. 42 U.S.C. §l973bb. 

Right to vote not to be abridged on 
account of age, Const. U. S., Amd. 
XXV!. 

AGED PERSONS. 
Polling places. 

Accessibility to elderly persons, 
117·19·3.2. 

Voting machines. 
Priority of use, §17.19.51. 

AGENTS. 
Registration agents. 

Jurisdiction. §17 -9·5.2. 
Local registration agents. 

Appointment. § 17·9·5. 
Qualifications. §17.9·5.2. 
Registrars. 

Automatic reappointment as 
registration agent. §17-9-S.1. 

State-wide registration agents. 
\!7 -9·5.1. 

AMENDMENTS. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Approving. Const. R. L. Art. XIV. U. 
Constitutional convention. 

Election of delegates. Const. R. I.. 
Art. XIV. !2. 

Submission of question to voters. 
Const. R. I.. Art. XIV. §2. 

General assembly. 
Amendments proposed by general 

assembly. Const. R. I.. Art. XIV. 
11. 

Constitutional convention. 
Election of delegates. Const. R. I .. 

Art. XIV. 12. 
Submission of questions to voters. 

Const. R. I .. Art. XIV. §2. 
Proposing. 

Procedure. Const. R. I.. Art. XIV. §l. 
GeneraJ assembly. 

Constitution of Rhode Island. 
Amendments proposed by general 

assembly. Const. R. I.. Art. XIV, 
il. 

Constitutional conventions. Const. R. 
I., Art. XIV. i2. 

APPEALS. 
Canvassing lists. 

Right to appeal striking of name from 
list, ~17·10-11. 

Eligibility to vote. H7·1-4. 
FederaJ voting rights act. 

Denial of certain rights. 
Civil actions by attorney general. 42 

U.S.C. U973aa·2. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
Constitution of Rhode bland. 

General assembly. 
Local or private appropriations. 

Vote required to pass. Const. R. I., 
Art. VI. §l I. 

General assembly. 
Local or private appropriations. 

Vote required to pass. Const. R. I.. 
Art. VI. HI. 

PubUc financing of election 
campaigns. §l7·25-29. 

ARREST. 
Constitution of Rbode Island. 

General assembly. 
Immunity of members. Canst. R. l., 

Art. VI. !5_ 
Exemption of voters from arrest, 

19·5·25. 
General assembly. 

Immunity of members, Const. R. I.. Art. 
VI, is. 

Voters. 
Exemption from arrest, HO-1O·5. 

ASSEMBLY. 
Illegal assemblies purporting to 

exercise governmental powers. 
Dispersal, § 11·43·5. 

Sheriffs. sergeants and constables. 
Illegal assemblies purporting to 

exercise governmental powers. 
Dispersal. §11·43·5. 

ASSISTANCE IN VOTING. 
See VOTING. 

ATTACHMENT. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

General assembly. 
Immunity of members. Canst. R. I.. 

Art. VI. 15. 
General assembly. 

Immunity of members, Canst. R. I., Art. 
VI. 15. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL. 
Duties. Const. R. I .. Art. IX, H2. 
Elected at general election. §I7·2·1; 

Const. R. I., Art. IV. 41. 
Failure to elect or incapacity of 

person elected. 
Election by general assembly, §l7·2·3: 

Const. R. I.. Art. IV, §3. 



293 INDEX l A'M'ORSEY GESERAL-Cont'd 
Federal voting rights act. 

Denial of certain rights. 
Ci ..... il actions by attorney general. 42 

L.S.C. H973aa·2. 
General assembly. 

Election by assembly on failure to elect 
or incapacity of person elected. 
§ 17 ·2·3: Canst. R. I.. Art. IV, ~3. 

Filling vacancies, Const. R. I., Art. IV, 
14. 

Vacancies in office. 
Filling, Const. R. I.. Art. IV, §4. 

Impeachment. 
Executive officers. 

Officers subject to impeachment, 
Const. R. L. Art. XI. 13. 

Incapacity. 
Election by general assembly, §17·2-3; 

Const. R. I .. Art. IV. 13. 
Indictments. informatioDs and 

complaints. 
Presentment or indictment. 

Constitutional provisions. Canst. R. 
I., Art. I. 17. 

Oaths. 
Administration of oath. Const. R. I.. 

Art. III. 15. 
Oath of office of general officers, Const. 

R. I .. Art. III. 13. 
Powenl, Const. R. I.. Art. IX. H2. 
Term of office. H7·2-1: Canst. R. l.. Art. 

IV. 11. 
Constitutional provisions. Const. R. 1, 

Art. IV. 11. 
Vacancies in office. §17·2·5: Const. R. I.. 

Art. IV. i4. 
Filling, Const. R. I.. Art. lV, §4. 

A'M'ORNEYS AT LAW. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Accused persons in criminal 
proceedings. 

Assistance of counsel, Const. R. I.. 
Art. I, 110. 

Criminal law and procedure. 
Counsel for accused, Const. R. I., Art. I, 

HO. 

AUDITS AND AUDITORS. 
Campaign contributions and 

expenditures reporting act. 
Postaudit of accounts, §l7·25-27. 

B 

BAIL AND RECOGNIZANCE. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Excessive bail. 
Prohibited, Const. R. I., Art. I, §8. 

Right to bail. Const. R. 1, Art. I, §9. 
Excessive bail. 

Prohibited, Const. R. I.. Art. I, §8. 

Supp.2192 

BALLOTS. 
Application for ballot. 

Form, Hi·19·24. 
Preservation, §17·19·25. 

Candidates, 
Addresses of candidates, § 17 ·19. 7.2. 
Listing of names on ballots and ballot 

label,. §iH9· 7.2. 
Primary elections. §l7·15·B. 

Candidates having name appear in 
more than one place on ballot (or 
same office. §li·19·50. 

General assembly. 
Ballot labels at adjourned elections, 

§l7·3·4. 
Irregular ballots. 117 ·19·31. 
Mail ballots. 

See MAIL BALLOTS. 
Paper ballots. 117.19·40. 
Sample ballots. !l7·19·10. 

Tampering with. §17·19-43. 
Penalties, § 17 ·19·43. 

Secretary of state. 
Duty of secretary as to ballots. §17-S-3. 

BARRINGTON. 
Notice. 

Town meetings. 
Adjournment to indoor facility located 

outside town, §45·3-3.1. 
Town meetings. 

Adjournment to indoor facility located 
outside town, §45-3·3.1. 

Notice of meeting. §45·3·3.1. 

BILINGUAL ELECTION 
REQUIREMENTS. 

Federal voting rights act., 42 U.S.C. 
§I973aa·la. 

BLIND PERSONS. 
Voting assistance. §I7·19·26.1. 

Federal voting rights act, 42 U.S.C. 
§l973aa·6. 

BOARD OF ELECTIONS. 
Appointment or election of memben. 

117·7·3. 
Assistants, §I7·7·6. 

Compensation, § 17·7 ·S. 
Campaign contributions and 

expenditures reporting act. 
Public financing of election campaigns. 

Matching fund program. 
Regulation and auditing of, 

§l7·25·28. 
Canvassing lists of qualified voten. 

Powers. § 1 7 -7 -5. 
Certificates of election. 

Furnishing to elected candidate for 
state or national office. §I7.7·5. 

Compensation. § 17-7·4. 
Composition, §17·7·2. 
Duties. 

Generally, §l7·7·5. 
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BOARD OF ELECTIONS-Cont'd 
Election officials. 

Powers. ~ 17·7 ·5. 
Schools of instruction. §I7· i-S. 

Hearing •• H7.7·B. 
Public financing of election campaigns. 

Violations. §I7 ·25·28. 
Inspecton_ 

Powers, ~17.7·5. 
Investigations, § 17· 7 -8. 

Public financing of election campaigns. 
Violations. §l7·25·28. 

Jurisdiction. §17·7·5. 
Legislative intent. §Ii· 7·1. 
Lists. 

Correction of lists by board. §17-10-10. 
Oath ofmembera, §§17·7·4. 17-22·9. 

False swearing, §I7·7-a. 
Powers. 

Generally, §I7·7·5. 
Public financing of election 

campaigns. 
Matching fund program. 

Regulation and auditing of. 
117.25·28. 

Quorum, §l7.7·5. 
Rule! and regulations. 

Power to make. §I7·j·5. 
Seal or ltate board. 117·7·7. 
Secretary, H7.7.S. 

Salaries, § 17·7·6. 
State-wide registration agenia. 

Appointment. § 17·9-5.1. 
Subpoena powert. §17·7·8. 
Supplies. 

Duty to furnish. § 17·7·5. 
Vacancie •. 

Filling. §17·7·3. 
Voting machine •. 

Powers and duties. §l7. 7 ·5. 
Power'to open machines. §17·19·39. 

BOND ISSUES. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Transitional provision. 
Validity of bonds. Const. R. I., Art. 

XV, 12. 

BONDS, SURETY, 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Transitional provisions. 
Validity of bonds. Const. R. I.. Art. 

XV, 12. 

BOUNDARIES, 
Usts of qualified electol"l. 

Change of registration records on 
change of voting district 
boundaries. § 17·10·17. 

BRIBERY. 
Bribery or intimidation of voters. 

!17·23·S. 

BUDGET, 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Governor. 
State budget. 

Preparation and presentation to 
general assembly. Const. R. I.. 
Art. IX, il5. 

State budget. 
Governor. 

Preparation and presentation to 
general assembly, Const. R. I .. 
Art. IX, §l5. 

General assembly. 
Sta te budget. 

Governor. 
Preparation and presentation to 

general assembly. Const. R. I.. 
Art. IX. §l5. 

Governor. 
State budget. 

Preparation and presentation to· 
general assembly, Const. R. I., 
Art. IX, §IS. 

State budget. 
Governor. 

Preparation and presentation to 
general assembly, Const. R. I.. 
Art. IX, 115. 

BURRILL VILLE, 
Hamell racing facility. 

Establishing in town of, §41·9.4. 

C 

CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
EXPENDITURES REPORTING 
ACT, 

Accounts and accounting. 
Postaudits of accounts. §l7·25.27. 

Advertisements. 
Joint advertisement. 

Equal apportionment of expenditures 
for. §l7 ·25·26. 

Amount of political contribution •. 
Limitations on, §l7·25·10.1. 

Anonymous contributions. §17·25·10. 
Applicability of chapter, § 17 -25·4. 
Appropriations. 

Public financing of election campaigns, 
§l7·25·29. 

Audita. 
Postaudit of accounts. § 17 ·25·27. 

Board of election •. 
Powers and duties. 

Generally, §l7·25·5. 
Public financing of election campaigns. 

Matching fund program. 
Regulation and auditing of. 

117·25·28. 
Contents of reporta filed by 

treasurers. § 1 7·25·7. 
Contributions. 

Defined, §17·25-3. 
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CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
EXPENDITURES REPORTING 
ACT-Cont'd 

Dates for filing repona, H7·25·1L 
Declaration of policy, §l 7-25-2. 
Definitions. § 17 ·25·3. 
Eligibility to receive matching funds. 

Board of elections. 
Regulation and auditing of matching 

fund program. ~ 17 -25·28. 
Primary elections. § 17·25·21. 

Expenditures. 
Defined. § 17·25·3. 

Forfeiture of contributions. 
Grounds. §17·25·16. 

Governor. 
Public financing of election campaigns. 

§§l7·25·20 to 17·25·27. See within 
this heading, "Public financing of 
election campaigns." 

Hearing •. 
Public financing of election campaigns. 

Board of elections. 
Violations, § 17·25-28. 

Investigations. 
Public financing of election campaigns. 

Board of elections. 
Violations. §l7·25·28. 

Lawful methods ot contributing to 
support of candldale!l. 117·25-10. 

Limitations OD political contributions. 
§l7·25·10.1. 

Maintenance of party organization, 
117·25·14. 

Paid personal services. 
Defined. §l7·25·3. 

Penalties. 
Violations of chapter. § 17·25·13, 

Political action committees. 
Contenta of reports filed, §17·25-7. 
Defined. §17·25·3. 
Formation. 

Notice to board of elections, 
§l7·25·15. 

Public financing of election campaigns. 
Funds expended by. 117·25·23. 

Treasurer. 
Appointment. § 17 ·25-8.1. 

Filing with board of elections. 
§l7·25·8.1. 

Removal, §l7·25-8.1. 
Political parties. 

Committees. 
Contents of reports filed. §17·25-7. 

Political party organization. 
Maintenance. §l7·25·14. 

Public financing of election campaigns. 
Funds expended by committees of 

political parties. § 17 ·25-23. 
Primary electiolllJ. 

Public financing of election campaigns. 
Eligibility to receive matching funds, 

§l7·25·21. 
Prohibited contributions. §l7·25·12. 

Supp. 2192 

CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
EXPENDITURES REPORTING 
ACT-Cont'd 

Publication. 
Postaudit of accounts. §l7.25.27. 

Public financing of election 
campaigns. 

Additional expenditures. H7 ·25·24. 
Appropriations. § 17·25·29. 
Availability of public funds, §l7·25·19. 
Board of elections. 

Matching fund program. 
Regulation and auditing of. 

117·25·28. 
Eligibility for matching funds. 

117·25·19. 
Requirements. § 17 ·25·20. 
Time period for payment. §l7·25·22. 

General purposes. § 17·25·18. 
Hearings. 

Board of elections. 
Violations. §17·25·28. 

Inve~tigations. 
Board of elections. 

Violations. §l7·25-28. 
Matching public funds. 

Board of elections. 
Regulation and auditing of 

matching fund program. 
117·25·28. 

Eligibility. §l7·25·19. 
Requirements. U 7-25-20. 

Primary elections. U 7·25·21. 
Surplus campaign funds. §l7·25-25. 
Time period for payment, H7·25-22. 

Outline. §l7-25·19. 
Political action committees. 

Funds expended by. 117·25·23. 
Political parties. 

Funds expended by committees of 
political parties, §l7·25·23. 

Primary elections. 
Eligibility to receive matching funds. 

§l7·25·21. 
Private contributions and additional 

expenditures. §17·25-24. 
Private expenditures, §I7 ·25·23. 
Purpose •. 117·25·18. 
Surplus campaign funds. §l7·25·25. 
Terms and conditions. 

Availability of public funds. 
§l7·25·19. 

Time period for payment of public 
funds. 117·25·22. 

Secretary of state. 
Duties. § 17-25·5.1. 

Severability of proviaioll8. § 17·25-17. 
Short title. 117·25·1. 
Surplua campaip fund •. 

Public financing of election campaigns. 
§l7·25·25. 

Testimonial alfain. 
Defined. 117·25·3. 

I 
I , 
t 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
t 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I -
I , 
, 
t 
I 
I 
a 
t 
I 
I 
I 
t , 
I 
I , 
I 

INDEX 296 . 

CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
EXPENDITURES REPORTING 
ACT-Cont'd 

TestimoniaJ proceeds. 
Reports, §17·25·i.1. 

Title of act, ~17·25·1. 
Treasurers. 

Appointment of campaign treasurer by 
candidate, §Ii ·25-8. 

Appointment of campaign treasurer by 
political action committee, 
§l7·25·8.1. 

Contents of reports filed, §l7.25-7. 
Political action committees, § 17-25-8.1. 
Political party committees. 

Designation of treasurer, § 17 ·25·9. 
Removal. §Ii-25-B. 

Violation •. 
Penalties for violations. §Ii -25-13. 

CANDIDATES. 
Access. 

Guaranteed. access in exchange for 
contributions. 

Prohibited. 117·23·16. 
At-large candidate •. 

Council and school committee. 
Listing, §l7·19·7.1. 

Ballota. 
Addresses of candidates. §17.19·7.2. 
Listing of names on ballots and ballot 

label •• jl7.19·7.2. 
Primary elections. § 17·15·8. 

Deceased endorsed candidates. 
Replacement, §I7·14·I7. 

Declaration of candidacy. 
Felonious conduct. 

Misstatement in declaration, 
117·23·17. 

Unqualified candidate for office. 
117·23·17. 

Unqualified candidate, §I7·23·17. 
Eligibility. 

Objections to eligibility, §I7.14·13. 
Endorsementa by state committee •• 

117·12·4. 
Independent candidates. 

Declarations of candidacy, § 17 ·14·1. 
Listing on ballot. 

Candidates having name appear in 
more than one place on ballot for 
same office, §I7·19·50. 

Nomination. 
Constitutional provisions. Const. R. L. 

Art. II. 12. 
General provisions. 

See NOMINATIONS. 
Political parties. 

Endorsements by state committees. 
117·12·4. 

Presidential candidate •. 
Delegates to national conventions and 

for presidential preference. 
117·12.1·4. 

CANDIDATES-Cont'd 
Primary elections. 

Nomination of candidates at primaries. 
§I7·15·!. 

Withdrawal of candidacy. §I7·I4·15. 

CAN"V ASSING AUTHORITIES. 
Appointment of bi.partisan authority, 

117·8·1. 
Hi·partisan authority. 

Appointment. ~ 17·8·1. 
Compensation. §17·B·3. 
Evidence. 

Power to subpoena evidence. §17·8· 7. 
Fee., 

Cities other than Cranston and 
Woonsocket, §17·8·6. 

Local board •. 
Cities other than Cranston and 

Woonsocket. 
Fee •. §l7·8·6. 

Duties generally. §17·8·5. 
Powers generally, § 17.8.5. 

Number of electors, §I 7·8· I. 
Oath of office. U7.8-4. 

Power to administer oaths. § 17·8· 7. 
Open on election day, §17·8·9. 
Penalties, §17·8·8. 

General penalties. §17·8·8. 
Qualifications, § 17·8·2. 
Registration lilll. 

Secretary to furnish. §17·6·8. 
Subpoenas. 

Power to subpoena evidence, §I 7·8· 7. 
Term of office, §l7·8·2. 

CA.VV ASSING LISTS OF QUALIFIED 
VOTERS. 

Appeals. 
Striking of names. §I7.10·II. 

Authorized. 117·10·1. 
Boundaries. 

Change of voting district boundaries, 
H7·10·17. 

CanceUation of relistration. § 17·10·1. 
Challenge lists. 

Contents, §l7·1O·16. 
Copies. §I7·10·16. 
Preparation by local boards, §I7·10-16. 

Change of votin, dJstrict boundaries. 
Change of registration records, 

117·10·17. 
Copies. 

List or persons voting. 
Certified copies, § 17·10·22. 

Registration records. 
Certified copies, §17·10·23. 

Defacement of posted mil. §17·10-4. 
Era.un., H7·1O-19. 
Error In fUin, regiltration card •. 

Right to vote unimpaired. §17·10·2. 
Evidence. 

Final canvass, §I7.10-6. 
Proof required to strike name. §I7·10·7. 

Fabe entries, §I7·10·19. 

Supp. 2/92 
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CANVASSIl'"G LISTS OF QUALIFIED 
VOTERS-Cont'd 

Files. 
Inactive files. §17.10-1. 
~taintenance, § 1 i -10-1. 

Final canvass. 
Evidence given at final canvass, 

Hi-IO-G. 
Final lists. 

Certification. § 17 -10-14. 
Local boards. 

Neglect of duty by public officers, 
!l7·1O·20. 

Right to vote or validity of election 
unaffected. H7-10-21. 

!\leglect of duty. 
Public officers, § 17-10-20. 
Right to vote or validity of election 

unaffected by neglect of duty, 
§17.10·21. 

Notices. 
Striking names, H7-lO-S. 

Objections to inclusion or omission of 
certain persons, § 17 -10-5. 

Order entering name on list8. 
§17·1O·13. 

Posted lists. 
Defacement. § 17 -LO-4. 

Preliminary lists. 
Canvasses. H7-lO·5. 
Contents. H 7 -10-3. 
Correction, § 17·10-5. 
Duplication. § 17-10-3. 
Publication. §17-10-3. 

Records. 
Certified copies of registration records, 

§17-1O-23. 
Striking of names, §I7·LO·9. 

Registration cards. 
Removal by local boards. §ii·10·15. 
Use at polls, §17·1O·15. 

State board, 
COM"ections by board. §17·10·10. 

Striking names. 
Notice. §i7·LO·8. 
Notification to board members and 

clerk, §i7·10·12. 
Petitions. 

Dismissal of petitions, §17·10·13. 
Proof required. §17·10·7. 
Record of striking, §I7·1O·9. 
Right to appeal striking, H7 ·10·11. 

Temporary registration certificate .. 
H7·10·18. 

CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION, 
Board of elections. 

Furnishing to elected candidate for 
state or national office. H7. 7 ·5. 

Failure to furnish. § 17 ·23·8. 
Furnished candidates by state board. 

§ 17 ·22·5. 
Investigation by board prior to 

certification. § 17 ·22·5.1. 

Supp. 2/92 

CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION-Cont'd 
Local elections. H7·22·5.2. 
Secretary of state. 

Local elections. 
Statement to secretary. § 17 ·22·5.2. 

State returns. H7·19·37. 
Town returns, H 7·19·36. 

CHALLENGES. 
Affidavits. 

Identity of voter challenged. H7 ·19·27. 
Canvassing lists of qualified voters. 

Challenge lists, H7·l0·16. 
Penalty for unsubstantiated challenge, 

§l7·1·3.5. 
Procedure. H7·1·3.4. 
Unsubstantiated. challenge. § 17 ·1·3.5. 

Penalty, §17·1·3.5. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS, 
Registration. 

Procedure on change of address, 
117·9·16. 

CHAl'lGE OF NAME, 
Registered voters entitled to change 

name on registration record. 
H7·9·18. 

CHARTERS, 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Municipal corporations. 
Home rule for cities and towns. 

Adoption, Canst. R. I., Art. XIII, 97. 
Power to adopt, Canst. R. I., Art. 

XIII, §6. 
Amendments, Canst. R. I.. Art. 

XIII, 18. 
Certificates, Const. R. I.. Art. XIII, 

§lO. 
Conditions. Canst. R. I.. Art. XIII. 

16. 
Petitions. 

Filing with bicameral legislative 
bodies, Canst. R. I.. Art. XIII. 
19. 

Power to adopt, Canst. R. I .. Art. 
XIII, §6. 

CITIZENSHIP, 
Registration. 

Proof of citizenship required to register. 
117·9·9. 

Voting. 
Eligibility to vote, §i7·1·3. 

CITIZENS RESIDING OUTSIDE THE 
UNITED STATES, 

Absentee ballots. 
Form of application by foreign absentee. 

117·21.1·4. 
Opening and counting. §l7·21.1·7. 
Time of casting and mailing. §i7·21.1·6. 

Application of chapter. §l7·2Ll·1. 
Procedure for volin,. §l7·21.1·5. 
Registration. 

Absentee registration. §l7·21.1·2. 
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CITIZENS RESIDING OUTSIDE THE 
U:-;'ITED STA TES-Cont'd 

Regi!ltration-Cont'd 
Eligibility to register, §l7.21.1·2. 
Procedure on registration. §l7·21.1·3. 

CLERKS. 
Appolntmen~ 1§17·11·3, 17· I J.7. 

Appointment in default of election. 
§!7·1J.6. 

Narragansett. §17·1l·7.2. 
Clerk pro tempore. 

Election by town meeting, §l7·11·9. 
Narraganaett. 

Appointment, §l7·11·7.2. 
Primary elections. 

Appointment, §l7.15·13. 
Quallficationa. §17.11·a. 
Towns divided Into senatorial or 

representative districu. §17·1l·5. 
ToWlls Dot divided into representative 

districta. §17·11·4. 
Vacancies. 917·11·8. 

CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS. 
Constitution ot Rbode leland, Const. R. 

I., Art. U, 12. 
WilltuJ hindrance as felony, §17·23·17. 

CONFIDENTIAUTY OF 
INFORMATION. 

Federal voting rights act. 
Survey to compile registration and 

voting statistics, 42 U.S.C. 
§l973aa·5. 

Medical records. 
Consent for release or transfer. 

Required. 15·37.34. 
Exceptions, §5·37.3-4. 

Disclosure, §5·37.3-4. 

CONGRESS, 
Districts. 

First congressional district, § 17-4-2. 
Second congressional district. § 17-4·3. 
State divided into districts. §l7·4.1. 

Fint congressJonal d.ietrict. §17·4-2. 
House of repreleDtatives. 

New election in absence of plurality. 
§l74-7. 

Plurality required, §l7·4-6. 
Primary elections. 

Candidates nominated at primaries, 
§l7.15-7. 

Special election to fill vacancy in office 
of representative, §17.4·8. 

Time of eleetion of representatives in 
congress, § 17·4·4. 

Second congressional district. § 17-4·3. 
Senate. 

Election by plurality, §17·4·6. 
Electors, Const. U. S., Amd. XVII. 
Manner of voting. §l7.4·6. 
New election in absence of plurality, 

i174-7. 

CONGRESS-Cont'd 
Senate-Cont'd 

Primary eieetions. 
Nomination of candidates, §17·15· 7. 

Qualifications. 
Eleeton, Const. U. S., Amd. XVII. 

Special election to fill senatorial 
vacancy, §l7.4.9. 

Time of election, § 17 .4.5. 
Vacancies. 

Temporary appointment 117.4.9. 
Tltn.. ' 

Election of representatives in congress, 
§17-4-4. 

CONSERVATION, 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Preservation of natural resources, 
Const. R. /., Art. I, 117. 

Natural resources. 
Preservation of natural resources. 

Constitutional provisions. Const. R. 
I .. Art. I. i17. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS. 
Delegate., Con.t. R. I., Art. XIV, 12. 

Nomination papers for delegates. 
Signing of nomination papers not to 

affect rights of qualified electors, 
i17.15-25. 

General auembly. 
Delegates, Const. R. I., Art. XIV. §2. 
Submission of question to voters, Const. 

R. I., Art. XIV, §2. 
Nomination papers for delegates. 

Signing of nomination papen not to 
affect rights of qualified electors. 
i17·15-25. 

Submia:sion of question to voters, 
Const. R. I., Art. XN. §2. 

CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND. 
Abortions. 

No right granted. Const. R. I., Art. I, 
§2. 

Ab ... DIee votiq, Const. R. I .. Art. U, 12. 
Acculed perlOns. 

Rights in criminal proceedings, Const. 
R. I., Art. I, 110. 

Securing of accused, Const. R. I., Art. I, 
i14. 

Actiol18. 
Transitional provisions. 

Validity of suits, actions and rights of 
actions, Const. R. I., Art. XV, §2. 

Altering COl18titutiOD. 
Right to alter, Const. R. I., Art. I, II. 

Amendment&. 
Approving, Const. R. I., Art. XN, §l. 
Constitutional convention. 

Election of delegates. Const. R. I.. 
Art. XIV, 12. 

Submission of question to voten, 
Const. R. I., Art. XIV, 12. 

sUPP'~:-J 



299 INDEX 

CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

Amendment&-Cont'd 
General assembly. 

Amendments proposed by general 
8.saembly. Const. R. I.. Art. XIV. 
II. 

Constitutional convention. 
Election of delegates. Const. R. I., 

Art. XIV. 12. 
Submission of questions to voters, 

Canst. R. I .. Art. XIV. 12. 
Proposing. 

Procedure. Const. R. I., Art. XIV, §l. 
Appropriations. 

General assembly. 
Local or private appropriations. 

Arms. 

Vote required to pass, Const. R. I., 
Art. VI. §II. 

Right to bear anus, Const. R. I., Art. I, 
122. 

Arrest. 
General assembly. 

Immunity of members, Const. R. I .• 
Art. VI. 15. 

Assembly. 
Right of. Canst. R. I.. Art. I. 121. 

AttacbmenL 
General assembly. 

Immunity of members. Const. R. I., 
Art. VI. 15. 

Attorney general. Const. R. I., Art. IV, 
II. 

Failure to elect or qualify. 
Election by general assembly, Const. 

R. 1.. Art. lV. 13. 
Impeachment. 

Executive officers. 
Officers subject to impeachment. 

Canst. R. I.. Art. XI. 13. 
Incapacity. 

Election by general assembly, Const. 
R. I .. Art. IV. 13. 

Infonnation by attorney general, Canst. 
R. I .. Art. I. 17. 

Powers and duties. Const. R. I .• Art. IX. 
112. 

Term of office. Canst. R. I.. Art. rv. § 1. 
Vacancies in office. Canst. R. I.. Art. 

lV.14. 
Attorney. at law. 

Accused persons in criminal 
proceedings. 

Assistance of counsel. Const. R. I.. 
Art. I. §lO. 

Bail and recognizance. 
Excessive bail. 

Prohibited. Canst. R. I.. Art. t. §8. 
Right to bail. Canst. R. 1.. Art. I. 19. 

Bond iSluea. 
Transitional provision. 

Validity of bonds. Canst. R. I.. Art. 
XV. 12. 

Rupp.2192 
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CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

Bond •• surety. 
Transitional provisions. 

Validity of bonds. Const. R. I.. Art. 
XV. 12. 

Budgets. 
Governor. 

State budget. 
Preparation and presentation to 

general assembly. Canst. R. I., 
Art. IX. §l5. 

State budget. 
Governor. 

Preparation and presentation to 
general assembly. Const. R. I., 
Art. IX. §l5. 

Candidate •• 
Nomination of. Canst. R. I., Art. U. §2. 

Charters. 
Municipal corporations. 

Home rule for cities and towns. 
Adoption, Canst. R.I., Art. XUI. §7. 

Power to adopt. Canst. R. I.. Art. 
Xu!. 16. 

Amendments, Canst. R. I.. Art. 
XUI. lB. 

Certificates. Canst. R. I., Art. XUI. 
§lO. 

Conditions. Const. R. I., Art. XIII. 
16. 

Petitions. 
Filing with bicameral legislative 

bodies. Canst. R. I.. Art. xm, 
19. 

Power to adopt, Canst. R. I., Art. 
Xu!. 16. 

Commissions. 
Governor. 

Signed by. Const. R. I.. Art. IX. lB. 
Name and authority of state. 

Commissions to be in. Const. R. I.. 
Art. IX. lB. 

Seals and sealed instruments. 
Sealed with state seal. Const. R. I.. 

Art. IX. lB. 
Secretary of state. 

Attested by. Canst. R. I.. Art. IX. lB. 
Conduct 01 elecdolU. Const. R. I.. Art. 

n.12. 
Conservation. 

Preservation of natural resources, 
Const. R. I.. Art. I, §l7. 

Con.dtutional conventiolU. 
Delegates. Canst. R. I.. Art. XIV. §2. 
Election of delegates. Conat. R. I., Art. 

XIV. 12. 
General .... mbly. 

Delegate's election. Const. R. I., Art. 
XIV. 12. 

Submission of question to voters. 
Const. R. I.. Art. XIV. §2. 

Submission of question to voters, Const. 
R.I.. Art. XIV. 12. 
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CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLA.'ID 
-Cont'd 

Contempt. 
General assembly, 

Punishment of members, Const. R. I.. 
Art. VI, 17. 

Contracts. 
Obligation of contract. 

Laws impairing prohibited, Canst. R. 
I.. Art. I. §l2. 

Transitional provisions. 
Validity of contracts, Canst. R. I., 

Art. XV, !2. 
Contributions. 

Limitations on. Canst. R. I.. Art. IV, 
!1O. 

Public financing of campaign 
expenditures of general officers, 
Const. R. I.. Art. IV. 110. 

Reports. Canst. R. I.. Art. IV, §9. 
Corporations. 

Eminent domain. 
General assembly. 

Creation of corporations with 
power, Canst. R. I.. Art. VI. 
114. 

Franchises in streets and highways. 
General assembly . 

Creation of corporations with 
power, Const. R. I.. Art. VI. 
§l4. 

General assembly, 
Creation of corporations. 

Provision for by general law, Const. 
R. I.. Art. VI. 114. 

Eminent domain. 
Creation of corporations with 

power, Const. R. I., Art, VI, 
114. 

Franchises in streets and highways. 
Creation of corporations with 

power, Canst. R. I., Art, VI. 
§l4. 

General corporation laws, Canst. R. I., 
Art. VI. §l4. 

Courts. 
Impeachment. 

Judicial officers. 
Officers subject to impeachment, 

Const. R. I.. Art. XI. 13. 
Judicial power. 

Vested in courts, Canst. R. I.. Art. X, 
II. 

Jurisdiction. 
Inferior courts, Const. R. I.. Art. X, 

12. 
Powers, 

Judicial power, 
Vested in court, Canst. R. I.. Art. 

X.II. 
Criminal law and procedure. 

Presumption of innocence, Coost. R. I.. 
Art. I. §l4. 

CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

Criminal law and procedure-Cont'd 
Rights of accused in criminal 

proceedings. Canst. R. L. Art, I. 
itO. 

Victims of crimes. 
Rights of. Canst. R, I.. Art, I. ~23. 

Cruel and unusual punishment. 
Prohibited, Canst. R. I.. Art. I. §8. 

Death. removal. refusal to serve or 
incapacity of elected officers. 

Filling vacancy caused by, Canst. R. I., 
Art. IV. 13. 

Deb ... 
General assembly. 

Borrowing power, Const. R. t, Art. 
VI, §l6. 

Borrowing in anticipation of 
receipts, Canst. R. I.. Art. VI. 
§l7. 

Relief of debtors, Canst. R. I.. Art. I. 
§II. 

Transitional provision. 
Validity of debts, Const. R. t, Art. 

XV. 12. 
Declaration of constitutional rights 

and principles. 
Abortion. 

No right granted. Const. R. I., Art. I. 
12. 

Accused persons. 
Rights in criminal proceedings, 

Const. R. I., Art. I, §lO. 
Securing of accused. Const. R. I., Art. 

I. §l4. 
Altering constitution. 

Right to make and alter. Canst. R. I.. 
Art. I. II. 

Arms. 
Right to bear arms, Canst. R. I., Art. 

I. 122. 
Assembly. 

Right of assembly, Const. R. I., Art. I. 
121. 

Attorney general. 
Information by attorney general. 

Canst. R. I., Art. I, §7. 
Bail and recognizance. 

Excessive bail. 
Prohibited, Const. R. I., Art. I, §8. 

Right to, Const. R. I.. Art. I, §9. 
Burdens of state. 

Distribution. Canst. R. I., Art. I. ~2. 
Civil authority. 

Subordination of military. Canst. R. 
I.. Art. I. §lB. 

Compensation for private property, 
Const. R. I.. Art. I. §l6. 

Conservation. 
Preservation and natural resources, 

Const. R. I.. Art. I. § 17. 

Supp. 2'9~.".J 
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CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

Declaration of constitutional righu 
and principle&-Cont'd 

Contracts, 
Obligation of contracts. 

Laws impairing prohibited. Const. 
R. I.. Art. [, H2. 

Debtors. 
Relief of debtors. Const. R. I.. Art. f, 

HI. 
Discrimination. 

Prohibited. Const. R. 1.. Art. I. §2. 
Double jeopardy, Const. R. L. Art. I, §7. 
Due process, Const. R. I.. Art. I, §2. 
Eminent domain. 

Compensation for private property, 
Const. R. I., Art. I, §l6. 

Fishery rights. 
Regulation not public taking, 

Const. R. I., Art. I, § 16. 
Shore pri viJeges. 

Regulation not public taking. 
Const. R. I., Art. I, §l6, 

Equal protection. Const. R. I., Art. I, §2. 
Ex post facto laws. 

Prohibited, Const. R. I.. Art. I, §l2. 
Fines. 

Excessive fines. 
Prohibited, Const, R. I., Art. I, 18. 

Fishery rights. 
Enjoyment continued. Const. R. I.. 

Art. I, !I7. 
Regulation not public taking, Const. 

R. I.. Art. I, §l6. 
Freedom of religion. Const. R. I.. Art. 1. 

§3. 
Freedom of speech. Const. R. L, Art. I. 

§21. 
Freedom of the press. Const. R. I., Art. 

I. §20. 
General assembly. 

Conservation and natural resources. 
Duties, Const. R. L, Art. I. §I7. 

Natural resources. 
Preservation. 

Duties. Const. R. L, Art. I. § 17. 
Grand jury. 

Double jeopardy. Const. R. I.. Art, I. 
17. 

Information by attorney general. 
Const. R. I., Art, I, 17. 

Presentment or indictment, Const. R. 
I.. Art. I, 17. 

Habeas corpus. 
Suspension of writ, Const. R. L, Art. 

I, §9. 
Indictment and information, Const. R. 

I.. Art. I, 17. 
Jury. 

Petit jury. 
Size. Const. R. L, Art. I. §15. 

Trial by jury, Const. R. I., Art. t. §I5. 

Supp.2192 

CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

Declaration of constitutional rights 
Bnd principies-Cont'd 

Justice. 
Right to, Const. R. L, Art. I, §5. 

Laws for good of whole. Const. R. L. 
Art. I, 12. 

Making constitution. 
Right to make. Const. R. I., Art. It § 1. 

Martial law, Const. R. I.. Art. I, §lB. 
Military. 

Subordination to civil authority. 
Const. R. I., Art. t. §lB. 

Natural resources. 
Preservation. Const. R. I.. Art. t. §i7. 

Obligation of constitution. Const. R. L, 
Art. [, § 1. 

Presentments. Const. R. I., Art. I, §7. 
Press. 

Freedom of. Const. R. I.. Art. I, §20. 
Presumptions. 

Presumption of innocence. Const. R. 
I., Art. I, 114. 

Property. 
Private property. 

Compensation for, Canst. R. I.. Art. 
I. §I6. 

Punishments. 
Cruel punishments. 

Prohibited, Const. R. I., Art. I, 18. 
Proportioned to offense. Const. R. I.. 

Art. I, 18. 
Redress of grievances. Const. R. I.. Art. 

I, §21. 
Religion. 

Freedom of, Const. R. I.. Art. I. §3. 
Remedies for injuries and wrongs. 

Entitlement to. Const. R. I.. Art. I, 
is. 

Rights not enumerated. Const. R. I .. 
Art. I, 124. 

Searches and seizures. 
Right of people to be secure. Const. R. 

I., Art. I, 16. 
Self·incrimination, Const. R. I., Art. I. 

i13. 
Shore privileges. 

Enjoyment continued. Const. R. I., 
Art. I, 117. 

Regulation not public taking. Const. 
R, I .. Art. I, U6. 

Slavery. 
Prohibited, Const. R. I., Art. I, 14. 

Soldiers. 
Quartering. Const. R. I., Art. I, §l9. 

Speech. 
Freedom, Const. R. I., Art. 1. §21. 

State rights not dependent on federal 
rights. Const. R. I., Art. I. §24. 

Victims of crimes. 
Rights of, Const, R. I.. Art. I, §23. 
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CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

Disabled person •. 
Discrimination. 

Prohibited, Const. R. I.. An. I. §2. 
Discrimination. 

Prohibited, Const. R. I.. Art. I. §2. 
Division of powers of government. 

Const. R. t. Art. V. 
Double jeopardy. 

Prohibited. Const. R. I., Art. I, §7. 
Dual office bolding. 

General assembly, Const. R. I.. Art. Ill. 
i6. 

Due process, Const. R. I.. Art. I, §2. 
Education. 

Donations. 
Application. Const. R. I.. Art. XII. §3. 

Funds. 
Diversion. Const. R. I.. Art. XII, §4. 
Perpetual school fund. Const. R. I., 

Art. XII. !2. 
General assembly. 

Duties as to education, Const. R. I., 
Art. XII. 11. 

Implementation of article. Const. R. I., 
Art. XII. 14. 

Perpetual school fund, Const. R. I.. Art. 
XII. !2. 

Emergencies. 
General assembly. 

Enemy attack. 
Powers in case of. Const. R. I.. Art. 

VI. !21. 
War. 

General assembly. 
Emergency powers in case of enemy 

attack. Const. R. I.. Art. VI, 
121. 

Eminent domain. 
Compensation for private property, 

Const. R. I., Art. I, §lS. 
Corporations. 

General aS8embly. 
Creation of corporations with power 

of eminent domain. Const. R. 
I .. Art. VI. iI'. 

General assembly. 
Local off·street parking facilities. 

Con.t. R. I.. Art. VI. 120. 
Taking of property for highways. 

streets. places. parks or 
parkways. Const. R. I., Art. VI. 
119. 

Highways. 
General assembly may authorize, 

Const. R. I .. Art. VI. §l9. 
Parking. 

Local off·street parking facilities. 
General assembly may authorize. 

Const. R. I., Art. VI, §20. 
Parks and recreation areas. 

General assembly may authorize, 
Const. R. I.. Art. VI, §19. 

CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

Eminent domain-Cont'd 
Streets. 

Gtlneral assembly may authorize. 
Const. R. I., Art. VI, §l9. 

Equal protection. Const. R. I.. Art. I. §2. 
Ethic •. 

Public officers and employees. 
Code of ethics, Const. R. 1., Art. III. 

lB. 
Ethical conduct. 

Implementing legislation for. Const. 
R. I .. Art. XV. 14. 

ReqUired. Const. R. I.. Art. III. §7. 
Ethics commission, Canst. R. I., Art. 

III. §B. 
Implementing legislation for, Const. 

R. I .. Art. XV. !4. 
Evidence. 

Self·incrimination. Const. R. I.. Art. I. 
113. 

Ex POlt facto law •. 
Prohibited. Const. R. I., Art. I. §12. 

Failure to receive plurality of votes. 
Con.t. R. I .. Art. IV. !3. 

Felonies. 
Public officers and employees. 

Disqualification upon conviction or 
plea of nolo contendere. Const. R. 
I .. Art. III. !2. 

Requalification following sentence. 
probation or parole, Const. R. 
I.. Art. III. !2. 

Fines. 
Excessive fines. 

Prohibited. Const. R. I.. Art. l. §8. 
Fish and lame. 

Fishery rights. 
Enjoyment continued, Const. R. I .. 

Art. I. §l7. 
Regulation of not public taking. 

Const. R. I.. Art. I. §lS. 
Franchises. 

Corporations. 
General assembly. 

Creation of corporations with power 
to acquire franchises in streets 
and highways. Const. R. I., Art. 
VI. §14. 

Highways. 
Corporations. 

General assembly. 
Creation of corporations with 

power to acquire franchises 
in streets and highways, 
Const. R. I .. Art. VI, §14. 

Streets. 
Corporations. 

General assembly. 
Creation of corporations with 

power to acquire franchises 
in streets and highways. 
Const. R. I., Art. VI. fl4. 

. ____ -s~ 
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CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
_Cont'd 

Funds. 
Education. 

Perpetual school fund, Const. R. I., 
Art. XII. 12. 

Gambling. 
Lotteries. 

Prohibited, Const. R. I., Art. VI. §IS. 
State lotteries. Const. R. I.. Art. VI. 

115. 
State lotteries, Const. R. 1.. Art. VI, 

115. 
Gender. 

Discrimination. 
Prohibited, Const. R. I., Art. I. §2. 

General assembly. 
Adjournment of houses. Const. R. I.. 

Art. VI. §9. 
Power of governor. Const. R. I., Art. 

IX. 16. 
Amendments. 

Constitutional conventions, Const. R. 
L. Art. XIV, 12. 

Appropriations. 
Local or private appropriations. 

Vote required to pass, Const. R. I., 
Art. VI, Ill. 

Arrest. 
Immunity of members. Const. R. I., 

Art. VI, §5. 
Attachment. 

Immunity of members. Const. R. I.. 
Art. VI, 15. 

Attorney general. 
Vacancies in office. 

Filling, Const. R. I.. Art. IV, §4. 
Attorneys at law. 

Council in case pending before either 
house. 

Restrictions on activities as, Const. 
R. I., Art. VI, 14. 

Borrowing power, Const. R. I., Art. VI, 
116. 

Borrowing in anticipation of receipts. 
Const. R.I., Art. VI, 117. 

Budgets. 
State budget. 

Governor. 
Preparation and presentation to 

general asaembly, Const. R. 
I., Art. IX, 115. 

Compensation. 
Governor and other officers. 

Regulated by assembly. Const. R. 
I .. Art. VI. 13. 

Members of general assembly, Const. 
R. I., Art. VI, §3. 

Conservation. 
Natural resources. 

Duties. Const. R. I., Art. I. §l7. 
Constitutional conventions. 

Election of delegates. Const. R. I .• 
Art. XIV, 12. 

Supp.2192 

CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

General anembly-Cont'd 
Constitutional conventions-Cont'd 

Submission of question to voters, 
Const. R. I., Art. XIV. §2. 

Constitution supreme law of state. 
Inconsistent laws void. Const. R. I.. 

Art. VI, 11. 
Contempt. 

Punishment of members. Const. R. I., 
Art. VI, 17. 

Continuation of previous powers. Const. 
R. I .. Art. VI, 110. 

Counsel in case pending before either 
house. 

Restrictions on members' activities 
as, Const. R. I .. Art. VI, 14. 

Death. refusal or incapacity of senator 
or representati ve. Const. R. I., Art. 
IV, §5. 

Disorderly behavior. 
Punishment of members, Const. R. I., 

Art. VI, 17. 
Dual office holding, Const. R. I., Art. 

1Il, §6. 
Education. 

Duties as to education. Const. R. l.. 
Art. XII, 11. 

Emergencies. 
Enemy attack. 

Powers in case of. Const. R. I.. Art. 
VI, 121. 

Eminent domain. 
Local off-street parking facilities, 

Const. R. I.. Art. VI, §20. 
Taking of property for highways, 

streets, places, parks or 
parkways, Const. R. I.. Art. VI, 
119. 

Enactment of laws. 
Concurrence of houses required, 

Const. R. I., Art. VI, 12. 
Style, Const. R. I., Art. VI. §2. 

Expulsion of members, Const. R. I., Art. 
VI,17. 

Governor. 
Adjournment. 

Power. Const. R. I.. Art. IX. §6. 
Special sessions. 

Convening. Const. R. I.. Art. IX, §7. 
Vacancies in both offices of governor 

and lieutenant governor. 
Speaker of house of representatives. 

Speaker to fill office of governor, 
Const. R. I., Art. IX, §lO. 

Veto power. 
Overrides by general assembly, 

Const. R. I., Art. IX. §14. 
Grand committee. 

Majority required. Const. R. I.. Art. 
1V,16. 

Permitted activities. Const. R. I., Art. 
1V,17. 
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CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

General assembly-Cont'd 
Grand committee-Cont'd 

Quorum. Conat. R. I.. Art. IV. §7. 
Term of elected official. Const. R. I.. 

Art. IV. is. 
Highways. 

Eminent domain. 
Taking of property for. Const. R. I.. 

Art. VI. 119. 
Holding of offices under other 

governments, Const. R. I., Art. III. 
IS. 

House of representatives. 
Composition. Const. R. I., Art. VII, 

11. 
Districts. 

Equal in population. Const. R. I., 
Art. VIT. 11. 

Impeachment. 
Sole power, Const. R. I.. Art. XI, 

i1. 
Officers. Con.t. R. I.. Art. VU. 12. 
Organization. 

Presiding member during. Const. R. 
I.. Art. VU. 12. 

Presiding member during 
organization. Const. R. I .. Art. 
VI/. 12. 

Reapportionment, Const. R. l, Art. 
VIT.I1. 

Sr>eaker of house. 
Vacancies in both offices of 

governor and lieutenant 
governor. 

Speaker to fill office of governor, 
Con.t. R. 1.. Art. IX. 110. 

Vacancies in office. 
Special election. Const. R. I., Art. 

IV. 15. 
Immunities of members. Canst. R. I .. 

Art. VI. 15. 
Impeachment. 

House of representatives. 
Sole power. Const. R. I.. Art. XI, 

11. 
Senate. 

Tried by. Const. R. I.. Art. XI. 12. 
Invasion. 

Emergency powers in case of enemy 
atteck. Const. R. I.. Art. VI. 121. 

Journals. 
Each house to keep. Const. R. I., Art. 

VI. IS. 
Yeas and nays. 

Entry on, Const. R. I.. Art. VI, §8. 
Laws necessary to carry constitution 

into effect. 
Assembly to pass. Const. R. I., Art. 

VI. 11. 
Legislative powers. 

Vested in. Const. R. I.. Art. VI, §2. 

~.-

CONSTITliTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

GeneraJ assembly-Cont'd 
Libel and slander. 

Immunity of members. Const. R. I.. 
Art. VI. !5. 

Libraries. 
Duties as to public libraries. Const. 

R. I.. Art. XII. § 1. 
Lieutenant governor. 

Vacancies in both offices of governor 
and lieutenant governor. 

Speaker of house of representatives. 
Speaker to fill office of governor. 

Const. R. I.. Art. IX. §l0. 
Members. Const. R. I., Art. IV. § 1. 
Municipal corporations. 

Home rule for cities and towns. 
Powers of assembly over cities and 

towns. Const. R. I., Art. XlII. 
14. 

Natural resources. 
Preservation. 

Duties, Const. R. 1., Art. I. § 17. 
Oaths. 

Oath of office of members. Const. R. 
I.. Art. III. §4. 

Organization of houses, Const. R. I.. 
Art. VI. IS. 

Other officers, Const. R. I.. Art. VIII. 
14. 

Parking. 
Local off·street parking facilities. 

Eminent domain, Const. R. I., Art. 
VI. 120. 

Parks and recreation areas. 
Eminent domain. 

Taking of property for. Canst. R. I .• 
Art. VI. 119. 

Powers. 
Borrowing power, Const. R. I.. Art. 

VI. §IS. 
Borrowing in anticipation of 

receipts. Const. R. I., Art. VI, 
117. 

Continuation of previous powers, 
Const. R. I .. Art. VI. !l0. 

Emergency powers. 
Enemy attack. Const. R. I.. Art. VI. 

121. 
Redevelopment powers. Const. R. I .• 

Art. VI. §lS. 
Property. 

Public property appropriating for 
local or pri vate purposes. 

Vote required to paM. Const. R. I.. 
Art. VI. Ill. 

Public money appropriating for local or 
private purposes. 

Vote required to pass, Const. R. I.. 
Art. VI. Ill. 
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CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

General 8ssembly-Cont'd 
Public officers and employees. 

Succession to office. 
Continuance in office until 

successor qualify, Const. R. 1.. 
Art. VI. il3. 

Public property. 
Appropriating for local or private 

purposes. 
Vote required to pass, Const. R. I.. 

Art. VI. HI. 
Qualifications of members. 

Each house to be judge of. Const. R. 
I.. Art. VI. l6. 

Quorum. Const. R. I., Art. VI, §6. 
Redevelopment powers, Canst. R. l., 

Art. VI. 118. 
Representatives. 

Officers. Const. R. I., Art. VII, §2. 
Revisions. 

Constitutional conventions, Const. R. 
I.. Art. XIV. 12. 

Rules of proceeding. 
Each house to detennine. Canst. R. I.. 

Art. VI. 17. 
Secretary of state. 

Secretary of senate, Canst. R. I.. Art. 
VIII. 14. 

Senate. 
Presiding officer in absence of 

lieutenant governor, Canst. R. 
I.. Art. VIII. 13. 

Vacancies in office. 
Filling. Const. R. I., Art. IV. §4. 

Senate. 
Composition, Const. R I.. Art. VIII. 

11. 
Districts equal in population. Const. 

R. I .. Art. VIII. II. 
Impeachment. 

Tried by. Cons!. R. I.. Art. XI. §2. 
Lieutenant governor. 

Presiding officer. Const. R. I.. Art. 
VIII. 12. 

Secretary of state presiding officer 
in absence of lieutenant 
governor. Const. R. L. Art. 
VIII. 13. 

Officers. 
Other officers. Const. R. I .. Art. 

VIII. '4. 
Other officers. Const. R. I., Art. vrn. 

14. 
Presiding officer. 

Absence of lieutenant governor, 
Cons!. R. I.. Art. VIII. 13. 

Lieutenant governor. Const. R l, 
Art. VIII. 12. 

Reapportionment. Const. R I.. Art. 
VIII. 11. 

Supp.2192 

CONSTITUTION OF RHODE IS~"D 
-Cont'd 

General assembly-Cont'd 
Senate-Cont'd 

Secretary of state. Const. R. I.. Art. 
VIII. 14. 

Presiding in absence of lieutenant 
governor, Const. R. 1.. Art. 
VIII. §3. 

Vacancies in office. 
Special election, Const. R. I.. Art. 

IV. ,5. 
Sessions. Const. R. 1.. Art. VI. §3. 

Adjournment. Const. R. I., Art. VI. 
19. 

Power of governor. Const. R. I.. Art. 
IX. 16. 

Special sessions. 
Governor to convene. Const. R. I.. 

Art. IX. 17. 
Special elections. 

Filling vacancies. Const. R. I., Art. 
IV. 15. 

State budget. 
Governor. 

Preparation and presentation to 
general assembly, Const. R. I.. 
Art. IX. §l5. 

State treasurer. 
Vacancies in office. 

Filling, Const. R I.. Art. IV, §4. 
Streets. 

Eminent domain. 
Taking of property for. Const. R. I.. 

.Art. VI. 119. 
Style of laws. Const. R. I.. Art. VI. §2. 
Taxation. 

Assessments. 
Property valuations. Const. R. I., 

Art. VI. 112. 
Term of office. 

Members. Const. R. I.. Art. IV, § 1. 
Vacancies. 

Special e iections, Const. R. I.. Art. IV, 
15. 

Vacancies in both offices of governor 
and lieutenant governor. 

Speaker of house of representatives. 
Speaker to fill office of governor, 

Cons!. R. I.. Art. IX. §lD. 
Veto power of governor. 

Overrides by general assembly. 
Cons!. R. I.. Art. IX. 114. 

War. 
Emergency powers in case of enemy 

attack. Const. R. I., Art. VI. §21. 
General officers. 

List of voters, Const. R. J.. Art. IV, §8. 
Public financing of campaign 

expenditures. Const. R. I., Art. IV. 
liD. 

Governor. Const. R. I., Art. IV, § 1. 
Acts effective without action by 

governor. Const. R. I.. Art. IX. § 14. 
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CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Coot'd 

Govemor--Cont'd 
Authority, 

Vacancies in office. 
Authority to fill. Canst. R. I., Art. 

IX .• 5. 
Budgets. 

State budgets. 
Preparation and presentation to 

general assembly, Const. R. I., 
Art. IX. 115. 

Chief executive. 
Power of state vested in. Const. R. I., 

Art. IX. 11. 
Commander in chief. 

Military and navy, Canst. R. I.. Art. 
IX. !3. 

Commissions. 
Signed by. Con.t. R. I.. Art. IX. 18. 

Compensation, Const. R. I., Art. IX, 
Hi. 

Regulated by general assembly, 
Con,t. R. I.. Art. VI. 13. 

Failure to elect or qualify. 
Election by general assembly, Canst. 

R. I .. Art. IV. 13. 
Faithful execution of laws. 

Required. Const. R. I .• Art. IX. 12. 
General assembly. 

Adjournment. 
Power. Canst. R.I.. Art. IX. §6. 

Failure to elect or qualify. 
Election by general assembly. 

Con.t. R. I.. Art. IV .• 3. 
Speaker of house of representatives. 

Vacancies in both offices of 
governor and lieutenant 
governor. 

Speaker to fill office of governor. 
Const. R. I.. Art. IX. HO. 

Special sessions. 
Convening, Const. R. I.. Art. IX. §i. 

Veto power of governor. 
Overrides by general assembly. 

Const. R. I.. Art. IX. H4. 
Impeachment. 

Trial. 
Chief justice presiding in trial of 

governor. Const. R. I.. Art. XI. 
12. 

Vote required. Const. R. I.. Art. XI. 
!1. 

Incapacity of governor·elect. 
Election by general assembly, Conat. 

R. I .. Art. IV. 13. 
Laws. 

Faithful execution of. 
Required. Const. R. I., Art. IX, ~2. 

CONSTITU'\'ION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

Govemor-Cont'd 
Lieutenant governor. 

Vacancies in both offices of governor 
and lieutenant governor. 

Speaker of house of representatives. 
Speaker to fill office of governor, 

Canst. R. I., Art. IX, §lO. 
Vacancy in office of governor. 

Lieutenant governor to till. Canst. 
R. I .. Art. IX. !9. 

Military affairs. 
Captain general and commander in 

chief of military and navy. Const. 
R. I .• Art. IX. 13. 

Pardons. Const. R. I., Art. IX. §13. 
Powers. 

Adjournment of general assembly. 
Canst. R. I .. Art. IX, §6. 

Convening of special sesaions of 
general assembly. Const. R. I.. 
Art. IX. 17. 

Pardon power, Const. R. I.. Art. IX. 
113. 

Reprieves. Const. R. I., Art. IX. ~4. 
Vacancies. 

Authority to fill. Const. R. I.. Art. 
IX. 15. 

Veto power, Canst. R. I.. Art. IX. §l4. 
Reprieves. 

Power to grant. Const. R, I .. Art. IX. 
!4. 

State budget. 
Preparation and presentation to 

general assembly, Const. R. I., 
Art. IX. 115. 

Term of office. Const. R. I.. Art. IV, U. 
Vacancies. 

Authority to fiU. Const. R. I.. Art. IX. 
15. 

Both offices of governor and 
lieutenant governor, 

Speaker of house of representatives 
to fill office of governor, Const. 
R. I.. Art. IX. 110. 

Lieutenant governor to fill vacancy in 
governor's office. Const. R. I., 
Art. IX. 19. 

Veto power, Const. R. I.. Art. IX. §l4. 
Acts effective without action by 

governor, Const. R. I., Art. IX. 
114. 

Gi!neral assembly overrides by. 
Const. R. I .. Art. IX. 
§l4. 

Grand jury. 
Double jeopardy. Canst. R. I .. Art. I. §7. 
Information by attorney general. Const. 

R. I .. Art. I. 17. 
Presentment or indictment. Const. R. I.. 

Art. I. 17. 
GrievaDces. 

R.edresa of. Const. R. I.. Art. I. §21. 

Supp. 2192 ...J 
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CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

Habea. corpu •. 
Privilege not suspended, Const. R. I., 

Art. I. !9. 
Handicapped person •. 

Discrimination. 
Prohibited. Const. R. I., Art. I. 12. 

HIghway •. 
Eminent domain. 

General assembly may authorize. 
Const. R. I.. Art. VI. !l9. 

Franchises. 
Corporations. 

General assembly. 
Creation of corporations with 

power to acquire franchises 
in streets and highways, 
Const. R. I.. Art. VI. §l4. 

Immunity. 
General assembly. 

Immunity of members, Const. R. I.. 
Art. VI. !5. 

Impeachment. 
Effect of conviction, Canst. R. I., Art. 

XI. 13. 
Executive officers. 

Officers subject to impeachment, 
Const. R. I .. Art. XI. 13. 

General assembly. 
House of representatives. 

Sole power of impeachment, Canst. 
R. I.. Art. XI. 11. 

Senate. 
Impeachments tried by, Const. R. 

I .. Art. XI. 12. 
Governor. 

Officer subject to conviction. Const. R
I.. Art. XI. 13. 

Grounds. Const. R. I.. Art. XI. §3. 
Judicial officers. 

Officers subject to impeachment. 
Const. R. I .. Art. XI. 13. 

Officers subject to impeachment. Const. 
R. I .. Art. XI. 13. 

Suspension of officers impeached. Can5t. 
R. I .. Art. XI. 11. 

Trial of impeachments. Canst. R. l.. 
Art. XI. 12. 

Vote required. for impeachment. Canst. 
R. I .. Art. XI. 11. 

[nvuion. 
General assembly. 

Emergency powers in cue of enemy 
attack. Canst. R. I.. Art. VI. ~21. 

JamellJtown. 
Wardens. 

Election, Canst. R. I.. Art. X. 41. 
Judge •. 

Impeachment. 
Judicial afficers. 

Officers subject to impeachment. 
Canst. R. I., Art. XI. ~3. 

Oath of judges, Canst. R. 1.. Art. III. ~04. 

Supp. 2192 
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-Cont'd 

JudiCial notice. 
Municipal corporations. 

Home rule for cities and towns. 
Charter certificates, Canst. R. l.. 

Art. XIII. §lO. 
Judicial power. 

MUnicipal corporations. 
Home rule for cities and towns. 

Judicial powers of state not 
diminished by article, Canst. R. 
I.. Art. XIII. 111. 

Jurisdiction. 
Inferior courts, Const. R. I., Art. X, §2. 
Supreme court, Canst. R. I.. Art. X. §2. 

Jury. 
Impartial jury. 

Rights of accused persons in criminal 
proceedings, Canst. R. I., Art. I. 
§10. 

Petit jury. 
Size, Canst. R. I .• Art. I, § 15. 

Trial by jury. Const. R. I .• Art. I. ~ 15. 
Justices of the peace, Const. R. I., Art. 

X.17. 
Libel and slander. 

General assembly. 
Immunity of members. Const. R. L. 

Art. VI. is. 
Librarie •. 

General assembly. 
Duties as to public libraries. Canst. 

R. I .. Art. XII. § 1. 
Lieutenant governor, Canst. R. I., Art. 

IV. 11. 
Compensation. Canst. R. I.. Art. IX. 

§II. 
Failure to elect or qualify. 

Election by general assembly, Const. 
R. I.. Art. IV. 13. 

General assembly. 
PreSiding officer, Const. R. I.. Art. 

V1D.12. 
Speaker of house of representatives. 

Vacancies in both offices of 
governor and lieutenant 
governor. 

Speaker to 611 office of governor, 
COMt. R. I.. Art. IX. §10. 

Governor. 
Vacancies in both offices of governor 

and lieutenant governor. 
Speaker of house of representatives. 

Speaker to fill office of governor. 
Const. R. I.. Art. IX. §l0. 

Vacancy in office of governor. 
Lieutenant governor to fill. Canst. 

R. I.. Art. IX. 19. 
Impeachment. 

Executi ve officers. 
Officers subject to impeachment, 

Canst. R. I.. Art. Xl. §3. 
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CONSTITtJTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

Lieutenant govemor-Cont'd 
Incapacity. 

Election by general assembly. Const. 
R. I .. Art. IV. ,3. 

Term of office. Canst. R. I.. Art. IV, H. 
Vacancy in office. 

Speaker of house of representatives. 
Vacancies in both offices of 

governor and lieutenant 
governor. 

Speaker to fill office of governor, 
Con.t. R. 1.. Art. IX. !!O. 

Ust of voters (or general officers. 
Canst. R. l.. Art. IV. §B. 

Lotteries. 
Prohibited. Const. R. L, An. VI. § 15. 

Exceptions. Const. R. L. Art. VI. §15. 
State lotteries, Const. R. I., Art. VI. 

115. 
Military affairs. 

Captain general. 
Military and navy, Canst. R. I.. An. 

IX. !3. 
Governor. Canst. R. I.. Art. IX, §3. 

Civil authority. 
Subordination of military. Const. R. 

I.. Art. I. §l8. 
Commander in chief. 

Military and navy. 
Governor. Canst. R. I.. Art. IX. §3. 

Governor. 
Captain general and commander in 

chief of military and navy, Canst. 
R. l.. Art. IX. 13. 

Martial law, Const. R. L, Art. I. §lB. 
Quartering of soldiers, Const. R. I.. Art. 

I. 119. 
Subordination of military to civil 

authority, Const. R.I., Art. l. §lB. 
Misdemeanors. 

Public officers and employees. 
Disqualification upon conviction or 

plea of nolo contendere, Const. R. 
I .• Art. III. 12. 

Requalification following sentence, 
probation or parole. Const. R. 
I .. Art. III. §2. 

MunicipaJ corporations. 
Home rule for cities and towns. 

Borrowing powers, Canst. R. I.. Art. 
XIII. §5. 

Charters. 
Adoption. Canst. R. I., Art. XIll, §7. 

Power to adopt. Canst. R. I.. Art. 
XIll. 16. 

Amendments, Canst. R. I .. Art. 
XIII. 18. 

Certificates. 
Deposit, Const. R. I.. Art. XIII. 

§!O. 
Judicial notice. Const. R. I .• Art, 

XIll. no. 

CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

MunicipaJ corporations-Cont'd 
Home rule for cities and towns--Cont'd 

Charters-Cont'd 
Ce rt i fica tes--C on t 'd 

Recordation. Canst. R. I .. Art. 
XIII. no. 

Signing. Canst. R. I.. Art. XIII. 
§lO. 

Commissions. Canst. R. 1.. Art. 
XlII. i6. 

Petitions. 
Filing with bicameral legislative 

bodies, Canst. R. I.. Art. XIII. 
!9. 

Power to adopt, Const. R. I.. Art. 
XIII. 16. 

General assembly. 
Powers over cities and towns, 

Const. R. l.. Art. XIII. 14. 
Intention of article. Const. R. I.. Art. 

XIll. ! I. 
Judicial powers of state. 

Not diminished by article, Canst. R. 
I .. Art. XIll. iiI. 

Local legislative bodies. Const. R. I.. 
Art. XIII. !3. 

Local legislative powers, Canst. R. I., 
Art. XIII. 12. 

Petitions. 
Charters. 

Filing with bicameral legislative 
bodies, Const. R. I., Art. XIII, 
19. 

Taxation. 
Power to tax, Canst. R. {., Art. 

XIII. 15. 
Municipal corporations. 

Home rule for cities and towns. 
Power to tax. Canst. R. I.. Art. 

XIll. 15. 
Ordinances. 

Continuance. 
Transitional provisions, Canst. R. 

I.. Art. XV. !I. 
NaturaJ resources. 

Preservation. Canst. R. I., Art. l. §l7. 
New Shoreham. 

Wardens. 
Election. Canst. R. I.. Art. X. §7. 

Newspapers. 
Freedom of press, Canst. R. I.. Art. I. 

120. 
Nominations. Canst. R. I .. Art. II, §2. 
Oaths. 

Administration, Canst. R. I., Art. Ill. 
!5. 

General assembly. 
Oath of office of members, Canst. R. 

I .. Art. Ill. 14. 
General officers. Canst. R. I., Art. III, 

13. 
Judges, Const. R. I., Art. ClI, §4. 
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CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLA.'ID 
-Confd 

Obligation of constitution, Const. R. I.. 
Art.I.~l. 

Ordinance8. 
Continuance. 

Transitional provisions, Const. R. I., 
Art. XV, II. 

Pardons. 
Governor. 

Power. Const. R. I .. Art. IX. §l3. 
Parking. 

Eminent domain. 
Local otT-street parking facilities. 

General assembly may authorize. 
Const. R. I.. Art. VI, §20. 

Parks and recreation. 
Eminent domain. 

General assembly may authorize. 
Const. R. I., Art. VI, § 19. 

Parole. 
Public officers and employees. 

Disqualification upon conviction or 
plea of nolo contendere. 

Requalification following parole. 
Const. R. I.. Art. m. 12. 

Penalties. 
Fines. 

Excessive fines. 
Prohibited. Const. R. I.. Art. I. 18. 

Persons entitled to vote, Const. R. I., 
Art. II. 11. 

Pluralitie8. 
Required, Const. R. I., Art. IV. §2. 

Election when no candidate reeeives 
plurality, Const. R. I.. Art. IV. 
i3. 

Powert of government. 
Division of powers of government, 

Const. R. I., Art. V. 
Presumption •. 

Presumption of innocence, Const. R. I.. 
Art. I. i14. 

Probation. 
Public officers and employees. 

Disqualification upon conviction or 
plea of nolo contendere. 

Requalification following probation. 
Const. R. I .. Art. m. 12. 

Providence. city of. 
Justices of the peace. 

Election, Const. R. I.. Art. X, §7. 
Public financing of campaign 

expenditures of general office .... 
Const. R. I .. Art. IV, §lO. 

Public officers and employees. 
Dual office holding. Const. R. I.. Art. 

III. i6. 
Ethics. 

Code of ethics. Const. R. I.. Art. lIT. 
i8. 

Implementing legislation for. Const. 
R. I .. Art. XV. 14. 

Supp.2/92 

CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

Public officers and employees-Cont'd 
Ethics-Cont'd 

Ethical conduct. 
Implementing legislation for. Const. 

R. I.. Art. XV. i4. 
Required. Const. R. I., Art. III. §7. 

Ethics commission, Const. R. I., Art. 
III. 18. 

Implementing legislation for. Const. 
R. I.. Art. XV. i4. 

Felonies. 
Disqualification upon conviction or 

plea of nolo contendere, Const. R. 
I.. Art. III. 12. 

General assembly. 
Continuance of office until successors 

qualify. 
Assembly may provide for. Const. 

R. I.. Art. VI. §l3. 
Holding of offices under other 

governments, Const. R. I., Art. III, 
16. 

Misdemeanors. 
Disqualification upon conviction or 

plea of nolo contendere, Const. R. 
I.. Art. III. 12. 

Parole. 
Disqualification upon conviction or 

plea of nolo contendere. 
Requalification following parole. 

Const. R. I.. Art. III. 12. 
Probation. 

Disqualification upon conviction or 
plea of nolo contendere. 

Requalification following probation, 
Const. R. I.. Art. III. i2. 

Qualifications for office, Const. R. I., 
Art. III. i I. 

Conviction or plea of nolo contendere. 
Disqualification, Const. R. I.. Art. 

III. 12. 
Requalification following sentence, 

probation or parole, Const. R. 
I.. Art. m. i2. 

Sentencing. 
Disqualification upon conviction or 

plea of nolo contendere. 
Requalification following sentence, 

Const. R. I., Art. III. 12. 
Succession to office. 

Continuance in office until successors 
qualify. Const. R. I.. Art. VI. i13. 

Transitional provisions. 
Continuation of officeholders. Const. 

R. I .. Art. XV. 13. 
Public property. 

General assembly. 
Appropriating for local or private 

purposes. 
Vote required to pass, Const. R. I.. 

Art. VI. Ill. 
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CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

Quartering of soldiers. Const. R. I.. Art. 
I. H9. 

Racial minorities. 
Discrimination. 

Prohibited. Const. R. I.. Art. I, §2. 
Recordation. 

Home rule for cities and towns. 
Charter certificates. Const. R. I.. Art. 

XIU.II0. 
Municipal corporations. 

Home rule for cities and towns. 
Charter certificate, Const. R. I., 

Art. XIII. 110. 
Redevelopment. 

General assembly. 
Powers, Const. R. I.. Art. VI. §lB. 

Redre.s of grievances, Canst. R. I.. Art. 
I. 121. 

Registration of Yoten, Const. R. I., Art. 
II. 12. 

Voter registration lists, Const. R. I., 
Art. IV. 18. 

Religion. 
Freedom of religion. Const. R. I., Art. I. 

13. 
Remedies for injurie8 and wrong •. 

Entitlement to, Const. R. L, Art. I, §5. 
Justice. 

Right to, Const. R. I., Art. I. §5. 
Reporis. 

Campaign contributions and expenses, 
Const. R. I., Art. IV, §9. 

Residency. 
Voting purposes, Const. R. I., Art. II, 

12. 
Revisions. 

Constitutional conventions, Canst. R. I., 
Art. XIV, !2. 

Right of assembly. Canst. R. I., Art. I. 
i21. 

Rights not enumerated. Const. R. I., 
Art. I. 124. 

Rules and regulations. 
Continuance. 

Transitional provision, Canst. R. I .• 
Art. XV, II. 

Seals and sealed. instruments. 
Commissions. 

Sealed with state seal. Canst. R. I., 
Art. IX. !8. 

Searches and seizures. 
Right of people against unreasonable 

searches and seizures, Canst. R. I., 
Art. I. 16. 

Secretary of state. Canst. R. I., Art. IV. 
II. 

Commissions. 
Attested by, Canst. R. I., Art. IX, §8. 

Failure to elect or qualify. 
Election by general assembly, Canst. 

R.I.. Art. IV. 13. 

CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

Secretary of state-Cont'd 
General assembly. 

Presiding officer in absence of 
lieutenant governor. 

Presides over senate until election 
of member, Canst. R. I., Art. 
VIII. 13. 

Secretary of senate. Canst. R. I.. Art. 
VIII. i'. 

Impeachment. 
Executi ve officers. 

Officers subject to impeachment, 
Const. R. 1.. Art. XI. !3. 

Incapacity. 
Election by general assembly. Canst. 

R. I .. Art. IV. 13. 
Powers and duties, Const. R. I., Art. IX. 

112. 
Tenn of office, Const. R. I.. Art. IV. ~ 1. 
Vacancies in office, Canst. R. I., Art. 

IV. I •. 
Self·incrimination. Canst. R. I.. Art.!. 

113. 
Sentencing. 

Public officers and employees. 
Disqualification upon conviction or 

plea of nolo contendere. 
Requalification following sentence. 

Const. R. I .. Art. m. !2. 
Se •. 

Discrimination. 
Prohibited, Canst. R. I., Art. I. §2. 

Shore privileges. 
Enjoyment continued. Canst. R. I.. Art. 

I, §l7. 
Regulation of not public taking, Canst. 

R. I .. Art. I. !16. 
Signatures, 

Municipal corporations. 
Home rule for cities and towns. 

Charter certificates. 
Signing, Canst. R. I .. Art. XIII. 

110. 
Slavery, 

Prohibited, Const. R. 1., Art. I. §4. 
SOIdle .... 

Quartering, Const. R. I.. Art. I, §I9. 
Speech. 

Freedom of speech. Canst. R. I., Art. I, 
121. 

Speedy trial. 
Rights of accused persons in criminal 

proceedings. Canst. R. I., Art. I. 
110. 

State lotteries. Canst. R. 1., Art. VI. U5. 
State rights not dependent on federal 

rights. Canst. R. L. Art. t. §24. 
State treasurer. Canst. R. I.. Art. IV. H. 

Election by general assembly. Const. R. 
I.. Art. IV. 13. 

supp.2Jn..,J 
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CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Confd 

State treasurer-Cont'd 
Incapacity. 

Election by general assembly, Canst. 
R. I.. Art. IV. 13. 

Powers and duties. Const. R. I.. Art. IX, 
H2. 

Tenn of office, Const. R. L. Art. IV, §l. 
Vacancies in office, Const. R. I., Art. 

IV. 14. 
Streeio. 

Eminent domain. 
General assembly may authorize, 

Consl. R. I.. Art. Vl. H9. 
Franchises. 

Corporations. 
General assembly. 

Creation of corporations with 
power to acquire franchises 
in streets and highways, 
Canst. R. I.. Art. VI, §l4. 

Supreme court. 
Advisory opinions, Const. R. I., Art. X, 

13. 
Compensation of judges, Const. R. I., 

Art. X. 16. 
Impeachment. 

Governor. 
Chief justice presiding in trial of 

governor, Const. R. L, Art. XI. 
12. 

Judicial officers. 
Officers subject to impeachment. 

Const. R. I.. Art. XI. 13. 
Judges. 

Compensation, Const. R. I., Art. X. 
16. 

Election and removal. Const. R. I.. 
Art. X. 14. 

Tenn of office. Const. R. I.. Art. X. 
14. 

Vacancies. 
Filling. Consl. R. I.. Art. X. !5. 

Judicial power. 
Vested in. Const. R. I.. Art. X. § l. 

Jurisdiction. Const. R. I.. Art. X. §2. 
Power. 

Judicial power. 
Vested in. Const. R. I.. Art. X. § l. 

Prerogative writs. 
Power to issue. Const. R. I .• Art. X. 

12. 
Quorum. Const. R. I.. Art. X, §2. 
Removal of judges. Const. R. I., Art. X. 

14. 
Term of office. 

Judges. Const. R. I., Art. X. §4. 
Vacancies. 

Filling, Const. R. I., Art. X, §S. 
Writs. 

Prerogative writs. 
Power to issue. Canst. R. I., Art. X, 

12. 

Supp.2I92 

CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLAND 
-Cont'd 

Supreme law of state, Canst. R. I., Art. 
VI. 11. 

Taxation. 
General assembly. 

Assessments. 
Propeny valuations. Const. R. I., 

Art. VI. H2. 
Transition. 

Actions. 
Rights of action. 

Validity continued, Const, R. I.. 
Art. XV. 12. 

Validity continued, Canst. R. I., Art. 
XV. 12. 

Bond issues. 
Validity continued, Canst. R. I., Art. 

XV. !2. 
Bonds, surety. 

Validity continued, Canst. R. I., Art. 
XV. !2. 

Contracts. 
Validity continued. Canst, R. I.. Art. 

XV. 12. 
Debts. 

Validity continued, Canst, R. I.. Art. 
XV. 12. 

Ethics. 
Public officers and employees. 

Code of ethics. 
Implementing legislation for, 

Canst. R. I.. Art. XV, §4. 
Ethical conduct. 

Implementing legislation for, 
Const. R. I., Art. XV, §4. 

Ethics commission. 

Laws. 

Implementing legislation for, 
Consl. R. I.. Art. XV. !4. 

Continuance of. Canst. R. I., Art. XV, 
11. 

Officeholders. 
Continuation, Const. R. I., Art. XV. 

13. 
Ordinances. 

Continuance of. Const. R. I.. Art. XV. 
11. 

Public bodies. 
Rights and duties. 

Unaffected. Canst. R. I.. Art. XV. 
11. 

Public officers and employees. 
Continuation of officeholders, Const. 

R. I.. Art. XV. 13. 
Ethical conduct. 

Code of ethics. 
Implementing legislation for. 

Const. R. l.. Art. XV, §4. 
Ethics commission. 

Implementing legislation for, 
Const. R. I., Art. XV. §4. 

Implementing legislation for. Canst. 
R. I.. Art. XV. 14. 
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CONSTITUTION OF RHODE ISLA.'1D 
-Cont'd 

Transition-Cont'd 
Rules and regulations. 

Continuance of. Const. R. L. Art. XV, 
H. 

Trial. 
Impeachments, Const. R. I., Art. XI, §2. 
Speedy and public trial. 

Rights of accused persons in criminal 
proceedings. Const. R. I.. Art. {, 
§l0. 

Vetos. 
Powers of governor, Const. R. I., Art. 

IX. §l4. 
Acts effective without action by 

governor, Const. R. I.. Art. IX. 
§ 14. 

Overrides by general assembly. 
Const. R. I.. Art. IX, §l4. 

Victims of crimes. 
Rights of. Const. R. I.. Art. I. §23. 

Voters. 
List of voters for general officers. Const. 

R. I .. Art. IV. 18. 
Qualifications. Const. R. I., Art. II, §l. 
Registration, Const. R. L. Art. n. §§l, 

2. 
Residency, Const. R. t. Art. 11. §2. 

War. 
General assembly. 

Emergency powen in case of enemy 
attack. Const. R. I., Art. VI. §21. 

Quartering of soldiers. Const. R. r .. Art. 
I. §l9. 

Wardeftll. 
Certain towns to elect wardens. Const. 

R. l.. Art. X. 17. 
Weapons. 

Right to bear arms. Const. R. I.. Art. t. 
122. 

Witnesses. 
Confrontation with witnesses. Const. R. 

l.. Art. I. §l0. 
Process to obtain. Const. R. I.. Art. I. 

110. 
Write. 

Supreme court. 
Prerogative writs. 

Power to issue. Const. R. I., Art. X, 
12. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

Age. 
Right to vote not to be abridged on 

account of age. Const. U. S .. Amd. 
XXVI. 

Voting by persons eighteen years of 
age. Const. U. S .• Amd. XXVI. 

Amendmenu. 
Right to vote. Const. l;. S .. Amd. 

XXVI. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES-Conrd 

Amendmenta-Cont'd 
Senate. 

Election of senators. Const. 0. S .. 
Amd. XVII. 

Woman suffrage. Const. U.S .. Amd. 
XIX. 

Congress. 
Senate. 

Election of senators. Const. V. 5 .. 
Amd. XVII. 

Qualifications. 
Electors. Const. U. S .. Amd. XVII. 

Vacancies, Const. U.S .. Amd. XVII. 
Senate. Const. U.S .. Amd. XVII. 

Election of members. Const. U. S., Amd. 
XVII. 

Qualifications of electors. Const. U. S., 
Amd. XVII. 

Suffrage. Const. U. S. Amd. XIX. 
Woman suirrage. Const. U. S., Amd. 

XIX. 

CONTEMPT. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

General assembly. 
Punishment of members, Const. R. I., 

Art. VI. 17. 
General assembly. 

Punishment of members. Const. R. I.. 
Art. VI. 17. 

CONTESTS. 
Primary elections. §§17·15·11, 17·15·12. 

CONTRACTS. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Obligation of contract. 
Laws impairing prohibited, Const. R. 

I.. Art. I. §l2. 
Transitional provisions. 

Validity of contracts. Const. R. I.. 
Art. XV. §2. 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 
Access to candidates. 

Guaranteed access in exchange for 
contributions. 

Prohibited, U 7·23·16. 
Campaign contribution. and 

expenditures reporting act. 
See CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS 

AND EXPENDITURES 
REPORTING ACT. 

Limitationa on campaip 
contributions. Const. R. I., Art. IV. 
§l0. 

PubUc ftnaucing of campaign 
expenditures of general oMeera. 
Const. R. I.. Art. IV. § 10. 

Reports of campaip contributions 
and expenses. Const. R. I., Art. IV, 
19. 

Supp. ~92 
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CONVENTIONS. 
Constitutional conventions. 

Amendment or revision of constitution. 
Delegates. 

Election, Const. R. I., Art. XIV, §2. 
General assembly. 

Delegate's election. Canst. R.I.. 
Art. XIV. 12. 

Submission of question to voters, 
Const. R. I.. Art. XIV. 12. 

Submission of question to voters, 
Con". R. I.. Art. XIV. 12. 

CORPORATIONS. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Eminent domain. 
General assembly. 

Creation of corporations with 
power. Canst. R. I., Art. VI, 
§l4. 

Franchises in streets and highways. 
General assembly. 

Creation of corporations with 
power, Const. R. I., Art. VI. 
114. 

General assembly. 
Creation of corporations. 

Provision for by general law, Const. 
R. I .. Art. VI. 114. 

Eminent domain. 
Creation of corporations with 

power, Canst. R. 1.. Art. Vl. 
H4. 

Franchises in streets and highways. 
Creation of corporations with 

power, Const. R. I., Art. VI. 
§l4. 

General corporation laws, Const. R. I.. 
Art. VI. §l4. 

Eminent domain. 
General assembly. 

Creation of corporations with power, 
Const. R. I., Art. VI. § 14. 

Franchises. 
In streets and highways. 

General assembly. 
Creation of corporations with 

power. Const. R. I.. Art. VI. 
114. 

General assembly. 
Creation of corporations. 

Provision for in general laws. Const. 
R. I.. Art. VI. 114. 

Eminent domain. 
Creation of corporations with power. 

Const. R. I.. Art. VI, §14. 
Franchises in streets and highways. 

Creation of corporations with power. 
Const. R. I.. Art. VI, § 14. 

General corporation lawli. 
General assembly may provide by 

general law for creation and control 
of corporations. Const. R.I.. Art. 
VI. 114. 

Supp.2192 

COURTS. 
Adminilltrator of courta. 

Duties. 
Report of felony convictions. §8.15.8. 

Report to secretary of state felony 
convictions. §8·15.8. 

Constitution of Rhode bland. 
Impeachment. 

Judicial officers. 
Officers subject to impeachment, 

Con". R. I.. Art. XI. 13. 
Judicial power. 

Vested in courts. Const. R. I.. Art. X. 
!l. 

Jurisdiction. 
Inferior courts, Const. R. I.. Art. X, 

12. 
Powers. 

Judicial power. 
Vested in courts. Const. R. I., Art. 

X. !l. 
Impeachment. 

Judicial officers. 
Officers subject to impeachment. 

Cons •. R. I.. Art. Xl. !3. 
Judicial power. 

Vested in, Const. R. I.. Art. X, §l. 
Jurisdiction. 

Inferior courts. Const. R. I.. Art. X. §2. 
Powera. 

Judicial power. 
Vested in, Const. R. I.. Art. X. §l. 

Reports. 
Felony convictions. 

Report to secretary of state, §8·15·8. 

CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE. 
AttorneYIi at law. 

Counsel for accused. Const. R. I.. Art. I. 
110. 

Constitution of Rhode Island. 
Presumption of innocence. Const. R. I .• 

Art. I. 114. 
Rights of accused in criminal 

proceedings. Const. R. I., Art. I. 
110. 

Victims of crimes. 
Rights of. Const. R. I.. Art. I. §23. 

Innocence. 
Presumptions. 

Constitutional provisions, Const. R. 
I.. Art. I. 114. 

Person. ineligible to lerve 88 election 
official., §l7·11·15. 

PreSumptiOIU. 
Innocence. 

Constitutional provisions. Const. R. 
I., Art. I. 114. 

Victims' rights. 
Constitutional provisions. Const. R. I.. 

Art. I, 123. 
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CRUEL AND UNUSUAL 
PUNISHMENT. 

Constitution of Rhode bland. 
Prohibited. Const. R. I., Art. I. §8. 

CYCLE. 
Defined, §l7.25·3. 

D 

DA YLIGHT SAVING TIME, 1142.5.1. 
42·5·2. 

DEADLINES. 
Uniform deadline., §17-!-7. 

DEATH. 
Candidates. 

Replacement of deceased endorsed 
candidates. §17·14.17. 

Governor. 
Death or incapacity of govemor-elect. 

117 ·2·2; Cons,. R. I., Art. lV, 13. 
[jeutenant'govemor. 

Death or incapacity of govemor-elect. 
§l7·2·2. 

DEBTS. 
Constitution of Rhode bland. 

General assembly. 
Borrowing power, Canst. R. I.

t 
Art. 

VI. 116. 
Relief of debtors. Const. R. r.o Art. I. 

§II. 
Transitional provision. 

Validity of debts. Const. R. I., Art. 
XV, 12. 

General assembly. 
Borrowing power. Const. R. I.. Art. VI, 

§l6. 
Borrowing in anticipation of receipts. 

Cons,. R. I.. Art. VI, §l7. 

DEFINITIONS, 117.1·2. 
Campaign contributions and 

expenditures rePOr1:int act, 
117·25·3. 

Delegatee to national cODventioDB. 
§l7·12.H2. 

Mall ballola, 117·20·3. 
Voting machine .. §l7·19·L 

DISABLED PERSONS. 
See HANDICAPPED PERSONS. 

DISCRIMINATION. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Prohibit..d. Cons'. R. I.. Art. I. 12. 

DISORDERLY CONDUCT. 
Municipal corporations. 

Town meetings. §45·3-19. 
Town meeting •• §45-3·19. 

DISTRICTS. 
Advertising. 

Combination of voting district8 for 
special elections. §l7 ·11·1.1. 

DISTRICTS-Con,'d 
Combination of districts. 

Primaries. §17·15·5. 
Special elections, §l7·1l·LL 

Division of toWD. into voting districu. 
!17.11.1. 

Narragansett. 
Moderaton and clerks of voting 

districts for town of Narragansett. 
Appointment. §17·11·7.2. 

Notice of division or redivision into 
districte. §17·1l-2. 

Primaries. 
Combination of voting districts, 

117·15·5. 
Questions submitted to electorate. 

Combination of voting districts. 
117·11·1.1. 

Special election. 
Combination for special elections, 

117·11·1.1. 

DOUBLE JEOPARDY. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Prohibited.. Const. R. I.. Art. I. §7. 

DUE PROCESS. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. Const. R. 

I.. Art. I. 12. 

E 

EAST PROVIDENCE. 
Ward committeeo, 117.12·9.1. 

EDUCATION. 
Committees. 

At·large candidates. 
Listing, §l7·19·7.L 

Caucuses. 
Unaffected by election title. 

117·15-41. 
Election of members. §l6-2·5. 

At·large candidates. 
Listing, §l7·19·7.L 

Vacancies. §l6-2·5. 
Voting instructions. 

Committee to provide for counes. 
116·22·10. 

Constitution of Rhode Island. 
Donations. 

Application, Conat. R. I.. Art. xn. §3. 
Fund.. 

Diversion. Const. R. I., Art. XII. §4. 
Perpetual school fund. Const. R. I.. 

Art. XII. 12. 
General assembly. 

Duties as to education, Const. R. I.. 
Art. XII. 11. 

Implementation of article. Const. R. I., 
Art. XII. 14. 

Perpetual school fund. Const. R. I.. Art. 
XII. 12. 

Courses in voting instructions, 
116·22·10. 
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EDUCATION-Cont'd 
Curriculum. 

Voting instructions. 
Courses in voting instructions, 

§l6·22·10. 
Donations. 

Application. Const. R. I., Art. XII, §3. 
Electoral process education. § 17 ·6-13. 
Funds. 

Diversion of funds. 
Prohibited, Const. R. I., Art. xn, 14. 

Perpetual school fund. Const. R. I.. Art. 
XII, 12. 

General assembly. 
Duties as to education, Const. R. I., Art. 

xn, §1. 
Perpetual school fund, Const. R. I., Art. 

XII, 12. 

ELECTION LAW, 
Scope of tide, 117·1·6. 
Short tide, §17-1·1. 

ELECTION OFFICIALS, 
Appointment, 117·19·23.1. 
Board. of election •. 

Powers. § 17·7 ·5. 
Certification. §17-19·23.1. 
Compensation. §17.19-23.1. 
Failure of official. to perform dutie •. 

Mandamus by supreme court, §17-24-1. 
Felonious conduct. §17-23-17. 
Performance of duties by supreme 

court appointee. §17·24-2. 
Persons ineligible to serve ... 

!17·ll·15. 
Pool of election officials. §i7·ll·7.t. 
Primary election •• 

Appointment. § 17 ·15·l3. 
Qualiflcations. 

Generally, §17·11·12. 
Refusal of otftcials to do dutie •. 

Replacement of officer refusing to obey, 
§17·24-1. 

Schoo'" of instruction. 
Powers of board of elections. §17· 7·5. 

Supreme court. 
Failure of official to do duty. 

Mandamus by supreme court, 
117·24·l. 

Hindering perfonnance of court 
appointee, §17·24-3. 

Powers of court appointee, U7·24-J. 
Telephones. 

Use at polling places. §17·11·17. 
Vacancies. 

Pool of election officials to fill, 
§17·ll·7.l. 

ViolatiollS by officials generally. 
117·23·10. 

Violations by public officers. 
§17·19·41. 

Penalty, §17·19-41. 
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ELECTION OFFICIALS-Cont'd 
Voting machines. 

Officer tampering with machine, 
117·19·44. 

Penalty. §l7·19-44. 

ELECTION SUPPLIES, 
Delivery, §l7·19·12. 

ELECTIVE MEETINGS, 
Adjournment, §l7·18·12. 
Closint of poU •• 

Time of closing, § 17·18·11. 
Date of general elective meeting, 

117·18·5. 
District meeting •. 

Adjournment, §l7·18.12. 
Open all day, 117·18.9. 

Di8trict moderator and clerk. §l7·18·6. 
Quorum, 117·18·7. 

Place of meeting8, §17·18-7. 
Quorum. 

Moderator and clerks as quorum, 
§17·18·7. 

Representative district. 
Continuously open for voting, §17-18-8. 
Date, 117·18·5. 
Warning and organization, §l7·18·3. 

Senatorial di8trict. 
Continuously open for voting, U7·18·8. 
Date, 117·18·5. 
Warning and organization, U7-18-3. 

TIme of opening of poDs, 117.18·10. 
Town elective meeting •. 

Continuously open for voting, §l7·18-8. 
Date, §17·18·5. 
Reopening, 117·18·13. 
Warning and organization, §l7-18-1. 

Voting district. 
Date, 117·18·5. 
Warning and organization, §17·18-3. 

Voting machine election •. 
Application to, §17·18·14. 

Ward elective meeting'. 
Adjournment. §17-18·12. 
Warning and organization, §l7·18-2. 

Warranta. 
Return of warrants, § 17·18-4. 

ELECTORAL PROCESS EDUCATION, 
117·6·13. 

EUGffiILITY TO VOTE, 117·1·3. 
Appeals,117·1-4. 
Identification of voter at time of 

reglslradon, §17·1·3.2. 
Reeidency. 

Generally, 117·1·3.1. 
Verification, tI7·1·3.3. 

Severability of chapter, 117·1·8. 

EMERGENCIES. 
Constitution of Rhode (aland. 

General assembly. 
Enemy attack. 

Powers in case of. Const. R. I.. Art. 
VI, 121. 
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EMERGENCIES-Cont'd 
Constitution of Rbode Island-Cont'd 

War. 
General assembly. 

Emergency powers in case of enemy 
attack, Const. R. L. Art. VI, 
§21. 

General 858embly. 
Enemy attack. 

Powers in case of. Const. R. I., Art. 
VI. §21. 

EMINENT DOMAIN AND 
ACQUISITION BY PURCHASE. 
ETC. 

Constitution or Rhode IIland. 
Compensation for private property, 

Const. R. I .. Art. I. §16. 
Corporations. 

General assembly. 
Creation of corporations with power 

of eminent domain. Const. R. 
I.. Art. VI. 114. 

General assembly. 
Local off-street parking facilities. 

Con.t. R. I .. Art. VI. §20. 
Taking of property for highways. 

streets, places. parks or 
parkways, Const. R. I., Art. VI, 
§19. 

Highways. 
General assembly may authorize. 

Con.t. R. I .. Art. VI. 119. 
Parking. 

Local off-street parking facilities. 
General assembly may authorize, 

Const. R. I., Art. VI, §20. 
Parks and recreation areas. 

General assembly may authorize. 
Const. R. I .. Art. VI. 119. 

Streets. 
General assembly may authorize. 

Const. R. I .. Art. VI. 119. 
Corporations. 

General as&embly. 
Creation of corporations with power 

of eminent domain, Canst. R. I.. 
Art. VI. 114. 

General assembly. 
Local off·street parking facilities. Const. 

R. I" Art. VI. 120. 
Taking of property for highways. 

streets. places. parks or parkways. 
Const. R. I., Art. VI. §19. 

Highways. 
General assembly may authorize. 

Const. R. I .. Art. VI. H9. 
Parking. 

Local off·street parking facilities. 
General assembly may authorize. 

Const. R. I.. Art. VI. j20. 
Parks and recreation areas. 

General assembly may authorize. 
Const. R. I .. Art. VI. 119. 

EMINENT DOMAIN AND 
ACQUISITION BY PURCHASE. 
ETC-Cont'd 

Streets. 
General assembly may authorize. 

Const. R. I.. An. VI. H9. 

EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES. 
Improper influence by employers. 

!l7·23·6. 
Public officers and employees. 

See PUBLIC OFFICERS AND 
EMPLOYEES. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 
Federal voting righta act. 

Billingual election requirements. 42 
U.S.C. §l973aa·la. 

EQUAL PROTECTION. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. Const. R. 

l.. Art. l. i2. 

ETHICS. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Public officers and employees. 
Code of ethics. Const. R. I.. Art. III. 

lB. 
Implementing legislation for. Canst. 

R. I .. Art. XV. j4. 
Ethical conduct. 

Implementing legislation for. Canst. 
R. I.. Art. XV. 14. 

Required. Canst. R. I.. Art. III. §7. 
Ethics commission. Const. R. I.. An. 

lll. lB. 
Implementing legislation for. Const. 

R. I .. Art. XV. l4. 
Public officers and employees. 

Code of ethics. Canst. R.I.. Art. III. §8. 
Ethical conduct. Const. R. I.. Art. III. 

§7. 
Ethics commission. Canst. R. I.. Art. III, 

iB. 
EVIDENCE. 

Canvassinglista of qualified voters. 
Final canvass, §17-10-6. 
Proof required to strike name, H7-1O-7. 

Constitution of Rhode hland. 
Self-incrimination. Canst. R. 1.. Art. L 

il3. 
Municipal corporations. 

Town meetings. 
Record of proceedings as evidence. 

145·3·22. 
Self-incrimination. 

Constitutional provisions. Canst. R. I.. 
Art. I. il3. 

Town meetings. 
Record of proceedings as evidence. 

145·3·22. 

EXPENSES OF ELECTION. 
Secretary o( state. 

Printing. advertising and election 
expenses. §37-2-74. 
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EX POST FACTO LAWS. 
Constitution of Rbode Island. 

Prohibited. Const. R. 1.. Art. I. H2. 

F 

FEDERAL VOTING RIGHTS ACT. 
See RIGHT TO VOTE. 

FEES. 
Secretary of state. §42-8-20. 

FELONIES. 
Candidates. 

Declaration of candidacy, § 17-23-17. 
Misstatement in declaration. 

§l7·23·17. 
Conduct of election •• 

Willfully hindering orderly conduct of 
election. §l7-23-17. 

Constitution of Rhode Island. 
Public officers and employees. 

Disqualification upon conviction or 
plea of nolo contendere, Const. R. 
I.. Art. m. §2. 

Requalification following sentence, 
probation or parole, Const. R. 
I.. Art. m. §2. 

ConvictioDs. 
Administrator of courts. 

Report to secretary of state. §8-1S-8. 
Convicts. 

Elections. 
Restoration of voting rights, Const. R. 

1.. Art. II. § 1. 
Registration cards. 

Certification by registrant that 
registrant not serving sentence 
upon final conviction, §17-9·6. 

Restoration of voting rights, Const. R. 
I.. Art. II. § 1. 

Election officials. §l7-23·17. 
Lists. 

Willful alteration, changes, erasures. 
etc .• §l7·23·17. 

Nomination papen, §l7-23-17. 
Penalties, §17-26-1. 
Political partie •• 117·23·17. 
Public offtcen and employee.. 

Disqualification upon conviction or plea 
of nolo contendere. Const. R. L Art. 
m.12. 

Requalification following sentence. 
probation or parole, Const. R. L 
Art. m. 12. 

Realstration card •• 
Certification by registrant that 

registrant not serving sentence 
upon final conviction of felony. 
§17·9·6. 

Reports. 
Convictions. 

Administrator of courts to report to 
secretary of state. §8-1S-8. 

Supp. 2192 

FELONIE~Cont'd 
Reatoration of felons voting rights. 

Const. R. I., Art. II. § 1. 
Voting.117·23·17. 

FILINGS TO BE ORIGINALS. §l7·1·7.1. 

FISH AND GAME. 
Constitution of Rhode bland. 

Fishery rights. 
Enjoyment continued, Const. R. I.. 

Art. I. 117. 
Regulation of not public taking. 

Const. R. I.. Art. I. §l6. 
Fishery rights. 

Enjoyment continued. 
Constitutional provisions. Const. R. 

I.. Art. I. 117. 
Regulation not public taking. 

Constitutional provisions, Const. R. 
I.. Art. I. §I6. 

FORMS. 
Confidentiality of health eare 

information. 
Disclosure. 

Consent form. §S-37.3-4. 
Mail ballou. 

Application for ballots. §17-20-13. 
Certifying envelopes, §11-20-21. 

Voting asaiJ:tanee. 
Affidavit of voter requiring assistance. 

117·19·26.1. 

FRANCHISES. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Corporations. 
General assembly. 

Creation of corporations with power 
to acquire franchises in streets 
and highways. Canst. R. I., Art. 
VI. §I4. 

Highways. 
Corporations. 

General assembly. 
Creation of corporations with 

power to acquire franchises 
in streets and highways. 
Const. R. I.. Art. VI. §14. 

Streets. 
Corporations. 

General assembly. 
Creation of corporations with 

power to acquire franchises 
in streets and highways. 
Conat. R. I.. Art. VI. 114. 

Corporations. 
In streets and highways. 

General assembly. 
Creation of corporations with 

power, Const. R. I.. Art. VI. 
§14. 

I 
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FRANCHISES-Cont'd 
General assembly. 

Corporations. 
Creation of corporations with power 

to acquire franchises in streets 
and highways, Const. R. I .. Art. 
VI. §I •. 

Highways. 
Corporations. 

General assembly. 
Creation of corporations with power 

to acquire franchises in streets 
and highways, Const. R. I., Art. 
VI. §I'. 

Streets. 
Corporations. 

General assembly. 
Creation of corporations with power 

to acquire franchises in streets 
and highways, Const. R. I., Art. 
VI. §l4. 

FRAUD. 
False instructions 8S to operation of 

machine. §17·19·46. 
Fraudulent election returns. §17·19-45. 

Penalty. U7·19-45. 
Fraudulent voting. § 17·23-4. 

Posting of penalties, §17.7-9. 
Reri_tration. 

False certificates in registration, 
117·9·12. 

Return •• 117·19-45. 

FREEDOM. 
Press. 

Constitution of Rhode Island, Const. R. 
I.. Art. I. 120. 

Religious freedom. Canst. R. I .. Art. I, 
§3. 

Speeeh. Const. R. I., Art. I. 121. 

FUNDS. 
Constitution of Rhode Ialud. 

Education. 
Perpetual school fund. Canst. R. I.. 

Art. XU. 12. 
Education. 

Di version of funds. 
Prohibited. Const. R. I.. Art. XII. §4. 

Perpetual school fund, Const. R. I.. Art. 
XU. 12. 

G 

GAMBLING FACILITIES. 
Establishment. 

Town and state elections. §41·9·4. 

GAMBLING REFERENDA. 
Political action committee. 

Limits on contributions. §l7·25.1·1. 
Registration. 

Required. §l7·25.1·1. 
Violation of provisions. 

Penalties. §17·25.1·2. 

GENDER. 
Constitution of Rhode bland. 

Discrimination. 
Prohibited. Const. R. 1.. Art. I. ~2. 

Discrimination. 
Prohibited. Const. R. I.. Art. I. §2. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
Adjourned elections. 

Ballot labels. §l7·3·4. 
Candidates. H 7·3·4. 
Failure to elect. §l7·3·3. 

Adjournment, Const. R. I.. Art. VI. §9. 
Power of governor. Const. R. I.. Art. IX. 

16. 
Amendments. 

Constitution of Rhode Island. 
Amendments proposed by general 

assembly. Const. R. I.. Art. XIV. 
II. 

Constitutional conventions. Const. R. 
I.. Art. XIV. 12. 

Appropriations. 
Local or private appropriations. 

Vote required to pass, Const. R. I.. 
Art. VI. Ill. 

Arrest. 
Immunity of members. Const. R. I.. Art. 

VI. 15. 
Attachment. 

Immunity of members. Const. R. I.. Art. 
VI. 15. 

Attomey general. 
Election by assembly on failure to elect 

or incapacity of person elected, 
117·2·3; Const. R. I .. Art. IV. 
13. 

Vacancies in office. 
Filling, Const. R. I.. Art. IV. §4. 

Attomeys at law. 
Counsel in case pending before either 

house. 
Restrictions on members' activities 

as, Const. R. I.. Art. VI. §4. 
Ballots. 

Label •. 
Adjourned elections. § 1 7·3·4. 

Biennial elections, §l7·3·1. 
Borrowing power, Const. R. I., Art. VI, 

§l6. 
Anticipation of receipts. Canst. R. I.. 

Art. VI. H7. 
Budgets. 

State budget. 
Governor. 

Preparation and presentation to 
general assembly. Const. R. I.. 
Art. IX. §l5. 

Candidate .. 
Adjourned. elections, §17·3-4. 

Compensation. 
Governor and other officers. 

Regulated by assembly, Const. R. I .. 
Art. VI. 13. 

Supp. 2192 



h 

319 INDEX 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY -Cont'd 
Compensation-Cont'd 

:o.lembers of general assembly. Const. R. 
I.. Art. VI, ,3. 

Conservation. 
Satural resources. 

Duties. Const. R. I., Art. I, §17. 
Constitutional conventions. 

Delegates, Const. R. I.. Art. XIV, §2. 
Submission of question to voters, Const. 

R. I., Art. XIV, 12. 
Constitution of Rhode bland. 

Adjournment. Const. R. I., Art. VI. §9. 
Power of governor. Const. R. I., Art. 

IX, §6. 
Amendments. 

Constitutional conventions. Const. R. 
I.. Art. XIV, §2. 

Appropriations. 
Local or private appropriations. 

Vote required to pass, Const. R. I., 
Art. VI, § 11. 

Arrest. 
Immunity of members. Const. R. I., 

Art. VI, §S. 
Attachment. 

Immunity of members, Const. R. I .• 
Art. VI, §S. 

Attorney general. 
Vacancies in office. 

Filling, Canst. R. t., Art. IV, §4. 
Attorneys at law. 

Council in case pending before either 
house. 

Restrictions on activities as, Conat. 
R. I., Art. VI, I'. 

Borrowing power, COll5t. R. I., Art. VI, 
116. 

Anticipation of receipts, Const. R. I., 
Art. VI, §l7. 

Budgets. 
State budget. 

Governor. 
Preparation and presentation to 

general assembly. Const. R. 
I .. Art. IX, §IS. 

Compensation. 
Governor and other officers. 

Regulated by assembly, COll5t. R. 
I., Art. VI, 13. 

Members of general assembly, Const. 
R. J., Art. VI, 13. 

Constitutional conventions. 
Election of delegates, Const. R. I., 

Art. XIV, §2. 
Submission of question to voters, 

Consl. R. I., Art. XIV, §2. 
Contempt. 

Punishment of members, COll5t. R. I.. 
Art. VI, 17. 

Continuation of previous powers. Const. 
R. I., Art. VI, §l0. 

Supp.2I92 

= . 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY -Conl'd 
CODstitution of Rhode Island-Cont'd 

Counsel in case pending before either 
house. 

Restrictions on members' activities 
as, Canst. R. I.. Art. VI. ~4. 

Death, refusal or incapacity of senator 
or representative. Canst. R. I.. Art. 
IV, 15. 

Disorderly behavior. 
Punishment of members. Const. R. t .. 

Art. VI. §7. 
Education. 

Duties 85 to education. Const. R. I., 
Art. XII, § I. 

Emergencies. 
Enemy attack. 

Powers in case of, Const. R. I.. Art. 
VI, §21. 

Eminent domain. 
Local off-street parking facilities. 

Consl. R. I.. Art. VI, §20. 
Taking of property for highways, 

streets, places. parks or 
parkways, Const. R. I.. Art. VI, 
119. 

Enactment of laws. 
Concurrence of houses required, 

Consl. R. I., Art. VI, §2. 
Slyle, Consl. R. I., Art. VI, 12. 

ExpUlsion of members, Const. R. I.. Art. 
VI,17. 

Governor. 
Adjournment. 

Power. Const. R. I., Art. IX. §6. 
Special sessions. 

Convening, Const. R. I.. Art. IX. §7. 
Vacancies in both offices of governor 

and lieutenant governor. 
Speaker of house of representatives. 

Office of governor filled by 
speaker, Canst. R. I.. Art. IX. 
§l0. 

Veto power. 
Overrides by general assembly, 

Consl. R. I .. Art. IX, § 1 •. 
Grand committee. 

MaJority required. Const. R. I.. Art. 
IV,16. 

Pennitted activities. Const. R. I.. Art. 
IV, §7. 

Quorum, Canst. R. I., Art. IV. §7. 
Term of elected official, Canst. R. I., 

Art, IV, 16. 
Highways. 

Eminent domain. 
Taking of property for, Const. R. I.. 

Art. VI, §l9. 
Holding offices under other 

governments. Canst. R. I., Art. III, 
16. 

House of representatives. 
Composition. Const. R. I.. Art. vn, 

II. 

I 
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GE:-IERAL ASSEMBLY -Cont'd 
Constitution of Rhode lsland-Cont'd 

House of representative.s-Cont'd 
Districts. 

Equal in population. Const. R. I.. 
Art. VII, ! l. 

Impeachment. 
Sole power, Const. R. I.. Art. XI. 

11. 
Officers. Const. R. I.. Art. VII. §2. 
Organization. 

Presiding member during. Const. R. 
I., Art. VII, §2. 

Presiding member during 
organization. Const. R. I., Art. 
VII, §2, 

Reapportionment, Const. R. J.. Art. 
VII, §l. 

Speaker of house. 
Vacancies in both offices of 

governor and lieutenant 
governor. 

Office of governor filled by 
speaker. Const. R. I.. Art. IX. 
§10. 

Vacancies in office. 
Special election, Const. R. I., Art. 

IV, §5. 
Immunities of members, Const. R. I., 

Art. VI, 15. 
Impeachment. 

House of representatives. 
Sole power, Const. R. I.. Art. Xl. 

Il. 
Senate. 

Tried by, Const. R. l., Art. Xl, 12, 
Invasion. 

Emergency powers in case of enemy 
attack, Const. R. I., Art. VI. §21. 

Journals. 
Each house to keep, Const. R. I.. Art. 

VI, i8. 
Yeas and naya. 

Entry on, Const. R. I., Art. VI, §8. 
LawB necessary to effectuate 

constitution. 
Assembly to pass. Const. R. I., Art. 

VI, il. 
Legislative powers. 

Vested in. Const. R. I.. Art. VI. §2. 
Libel and slander. 

Immunity of membera. Const. R. I., 
Art. VI, 15, 

Libraries. 
Duties as to public libraries. Const. 

R, I.. Art. XII, 11. 
Lieutenant governor. 

Vacancies in both offices of governor 
and lieutenant governor. 

Speaker of houae of representatives. 
Office of governor filled. by 

speaker. Const. R. I.. Art. IX. 
§l0. 

Members. Const. R. I.. Art. IV. § L 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY-Cont'd 
Constitution of Rhode Island-Cont'd 

Municipal corporations. 
Home rule for cities and towns. 

Powers of assembly over cities and 
towns. Const. R. L. Art. XIII. 
14. 

Natural resources. 
Preservation. 

Duties. Const. R. I.. Art. I. §l7. 
Oaths. 

Oath of office of members. Const. R. 
I., Art. III, 14. 

Organization of houses. Const. R. I., 
Art. VI, §6. 

Parking. 
Local off·street parking facilities. 

Eminent domain. Const. R. I.. Art. 
VI, §20. 

Parks and recreation areas. 
Eminent domain. 

Taking of property for. Const. R. I.. 
Art. VI, §19. 

Powers. 
Borrowing power. Const. R. I.. Art. 

VI. 116. 
Borrowing in anticipation of 

receipts, Const. R. I., Art. VI. 
§l7. 

Continuation of previous powers. 
Const. R. I., Art. VI, § 10. 

Emergency powers. 
Enemy attack, Const. R. l. Art. VI, 

12l. 
Redevelopment powers. Const. R. I., 

Art. VI, §l8. 
Property. 

Public property appropriating for 
local or private purposes. 

Vote required to pass. Const. R. I., 
Art. VI, §1l. 

Public money appropriating for local or 
private purposes. 

Vote required to pass. Const. R. I" 
Art. VI. §II. 

Public officers and employees. 
Succession to office. 

Continuance in office until 
succeS80r qualify. Const. R. I., 
Art. VI, 113, 

Public property. 
Appropriating for local or private 

purposes. 
Vote required to pass. Const. R. I.. 

Art. VI, §11, 
Qualifications of members. 

Each house to be judge of, Const. R. 
I .. Art. VI, 16. 

Quorum. Const. R. I., Art. VI. §6. 
Redevelopment powers, Const. R. I., 

Art. VI, §18. 
Representatives. 

Officers, Const. R. I., Art. VII, §2. 

Supp, 2:'92 
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GESERAL ASSEMBLY -Cont'd 
Constitution of Rhode Island-Cont'd 

Re\·isions. 
Constitutional conventions, Canst. R. 

l.. Art. XIV. i2. 
Rules of proceeding. 

Each house to determine. Const. R. I.. 
Art. VI. ~i. 

Secretary of state. 
Secretary of senate. Canst. R. 1.. Art. 

VIII. H. 
Senate. 

Presiding officer in absence of 
lieutenant governor, Canst. R. 
I.. Art. VIII. \3. 

Vacancies in office. 
Filling, Canst. R. I.. Art. IV, §4. 

Senate. 
Composition. Const. R. I.. Art. VIII. 

n. 
Districts equal in population. Const. 

R. I .. Art. VIII. \ 1. 
Impeachment. 

Tried by. Canst. R. L. Art. XI. §2. 
Lieutenant governor. 

Presiding officer, Const. R. I.. Art. 
VIII. \2. 

Secretary of state presiding officer 
in absence of lieutenant 
governor. Canst. R. 1., Art. 
VIII. !3. 

Officers. 
Other officers. Canst. R. I.. Art. 

VIII. i •. 
Other officers. Const. R. I., Art. VIII, 

~4. 
Presiding officer. 

Lieutenant governor, Canst. R. 1.. 
Art. VIII. *2. 

Presiding officer in absence of 
lieutenant governor, Const. R. I.. 
Art. VIII. §3. 

Reapportionment, Const. R. l.. Art. 
VIII. \ 1. 

Secretary of state. 
Generally, Canst. R. l.. Art. VIII. 

§ •. 
Presides over senate until election 

of member, Const. R. L, Art. 
VIII. \3. 

Vacancies in office. 
Special election, Const. R. I., Art. 

IV. !5. 
Sessions. Const. R. I., Art. VI. §3. 

Adjournment, Canst. R. I.. Art. VI. 
~9. 

Power of governor. Canst. R. l., Art. 
IX. *6. 

Special sessions. 
Governor to convene, Const. R. I.. 

Art. IX. 17. 
Special elections. 

Filling vacancies. Const. R. I.. Art. 
IV. is. 

SUpp.2192 

GESERAL ASSEMBLY -Cont'd 
Constitution of Rhode Island-Cont'd 

State budget. 
Governor. 

Preparation and presentation to 
general assembly. Const. R. I., 
Art. IX, ~ 15. 

State treasurer. 
Vacancies in office. 

Filling. Const. R. I.. Art. IV, §4. 
Streets. 

Eminent domain. 
Taking of property for, Const. R. I.. 

Art. VI. 119. 
Style oflaws, Const. R. I., Art. VI, §2. 
Supreme law of state. 

Inconsistent laws void, Const. R. I., 
Art. VI. i1. 

Taxation. 
Assessments. 

Property valuations, Canst. R. I., 
Art. VI. §l2. 

Tenn of office. 
Members. Const. R. I .• Art. IV, §1. 

Vacancies. 
Both offices of governor and 

lieutenant governor. 
Speaker of house of representatives. 

Office of governor filled by 
speaker, Const. R. I.. Art. IX, 
§lO. 

Special elections. Const. R. I.. Art. IV. 
is. 

Veto power of governor. 
Overrides by general assembly, 

Const. R. I., Art. IX. §I •. 
War. 

Emergency powers in case of enemy 
attack. Const, R. I., Art. VI. §21. 

Contempt. 
Punishment of members, Const. R. J.. 

Art. VI. 17. 
Corporations. 

Creation of corporations. 
Provision for in general laws, Canst. 

R. I .. Art. VI. §I'. 
Eminent domain. 

Creation of corporations with power, 
Const. R. I., Art. VI. 914. 

Franchises in streets and highways. 
Creation of corporations with power, 

Canst. R. I., Art. VI, §l4. 
Counsel in case pending before either 

house, 
Restrictions on members' activities u, 

Canst. R. I.. Art. VI. §4. 
Death, refusal or incapacity of _newr 

or representative, §l7.3·S. 
Debts. 

Borrowing power. Canst. R. J.. Art. VI. 
!l6. 

Anticipation of receipu. ContI. R. J.. 
Art. VI. U7. 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY -Cont'd 
Disorderly behavior. 

Punishment of members. Const. R. I.. 
Art. VI. n. 

Districts. 
Representatives. 

Equal in population, Const. R. I.. Art. 
VII. 11. 

Senate. 
Equal in population. Const. R. I.. Art. 

VIII. 11. 
Dual offtce bolding. Const. R. I.. Art. 

III. 16. 
Education. 

Duties as to education, Const. R. I .• Art. 
XII. 11. 

Emel'lencies. 
Enemy attack. 

Powers in case of. Const. R. 1'0 Art. 
VI. 121. 

Eminent domain. 
Local off-street parking facilities. Const. 

R. I.. Art. VI. §20. 
Taking of property for highways. 

streets, places, parks or parkways. 
Const. R. I.. Art. VI. 119. 

Enactment of laws. 
Concurrence of houses required, Conat. 

R. I.. Art. VI. 12. 
Style. Const. R. I.. Art. VI. §2. 

Expulsion of members. Const. R. I.. Art. 
VI. 17. 

Failure to elect. 
Election by general assembly, U7-2-3. 
Procedure upon failure to elect. §l7-3-3. 

Franchises. 
Corporatioll8. 

Creation of corporations with power 
to acquire franchises in streets 
and highways, Const. R. I.. Art. 
VI. 114. 

Governor. 
Adjournment. 

Power. Canst. R. I .• Art. lX, 16. 
Failure to elect or incapacity of person 

elected. §l7·2·3; Consl. R. I.. Art. 
IV. §3. 

Failure to qualify. 
Election by general assembly, 

§l7·2·3. 
Special sessions. 

Convening. Const. R. I.. Art. IX, 17. 
State budget. 

Preparation and presentation to 
general assembly. Const. R. I.. 
Art. IX. §IS. 

Vacancies in offices of governor and 
lieutenant governor. 

Speaker of house of representatives to 
fill office of governor. Canst. R. I.. 
Art. IX. 110. 

Vacancy in governor's office. 
Filling, §l7·2-4. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY -Con I'd 
Governor-Cont'd 

Veto power of governor. 
Overrides by general assembly. 

Canst. R. I.. Art. IX. §l4. 
Grand committee, Canst. R. t. Art. IV. 

16. 
Majority required. H7·2·6: Const. R. I .. 

Art. IV. 16. 
Permitted activities, Const. R. I.. Art. 

IV. 17. 
Quorum. Const. R. I.. Art. IV. §7. 
Term of elected. official. Const. R. I., 

Art. lV. 16. 
HIghway •• 

Eminent domain. 
Taking of property for. Const. R. I.. 

Art. VI. §l9. 
Franchises. 

Corporations. 
Creation of corporations with power 

to acquire franchises in streets 
and highways. Canst. R. I.. Art. 
VI. §l4. 

Roue of representative •• 
Composition. Canst. R. I.. Art. VII. § 1. 
Districts. 

Equal in population. Canst. R. I.. Art. 
VII. §1. 

Impeachment. 
Sole power. Canst. R. I.. Art. Xl. § 1. 

Officers, Canst. R. 1.. Art. VII. §2. 
Organization. 

Presiding member during, Canst. R. 
I.. Art. VIT. §2. 

Presiding member during organization, 
Consl. R. I.. Art. VII. 12. 

Reapportionment, Canst. R. I.. Art. VU, 
11. 

Speaker of house. 
Vacancies in both offices of governor 

and lieutenant governor. 
Office of governor filled by speaker, 

Consl. R. I .. Art. IX. 110. 
Vacancies in office. 

Special election, Canst. R. I.. Art. IV. 
15. 

Immunities of members. Const. R. I.. 
Art. VI. 15. 

Impeachment. 
House of representatives. 

Sole power. Const. R. I.. Art. Xl. 11. 
Senate. 

Tried by. Consl. R. I .. Art. XI. 12. 
Invasion. 

Emergency powers in cue of enemy 
attack, Const. R. I .• Art. VI. ~21. 

Jollnl8l-. 
Each house to keep. Canst. R. I.. Art. 

VI. lB. 
Yeas and nays. 

Entry on, Conat. R. I., Art. VI, §8. 
Legislative power. 

Vested in. Conat. R. I., Art. VI, ~2. 

SU~~ J 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY-Cont'd 
Libel and slander. 

Immunity of members. Const. R. I.. Art. 
VI. i5. 

Ubraries. 
Duties as to public libraries, Canst. R. 

I.. Art. xn. § 1. 
Lieutenant governor. 

By general assembly on failure to elect 
or incapacity of person elected. 
!l7·2·3. 

Senate. 
Presiding officer, Const. R. I., Art. 

Vm.12. 
Vacancies in both offices of governor 

and lieutenant governor. 
Speaker of house of representatives. 

Office of governor filled by speaker, 
Const. R. I.. Art. IX. !lO. 

Vacancy in lieutenant governor's office. 
Filling. §17·2·4. 

Majority required in general 
.... mbly. §17·2·6. 

Meeting •• 
Adjournment of election meetings, 

117·3·2. 
Members. 

Constitutional provisions. Const. R. I.. 
Art. IV. §1. 

Mentally ill. 
Incapacity of person elected senator or 

representative, §l7·3·5. 
Municipal corporatiolUl. 

Home rule for cities and towns. 
Powers of assembly over cities and 

towns. Conat. R. I.. Art. xm. 14. 
Natural reeource •. 

Preservation. 
Duties, Canst. R. (., Art. I. §l7. 

Oath •. 
Oath of office of members. Const. R. I.. 

Art. m. 14. 
Administration of oath. Const. R. I.. 

Art. m. 15. 
Parking. 

Local off-street parking facilities. 
Eminent domain, Const. R. I., Art. 

VI. 120. 
Park. and recreation are ... 

Eminent domain. 
Taking of' property for, Const. R. I .. 

Art. VI. 119. 
Powen. 

Borrowing power, Canst, R, I., Art. VI, 
116. 

Anticipation of receipts, Const. R. I., 
Art. VI. 117. 

Continuation of previous powers, Conat. 
R. I.. Art. VI. 110. 

Emergency powers. 
Enemy attack, Conat. R. I., Art. VI, 

121. 
Legislative power. 

Vested in, COM. R. I., Art. VI. §2. 

Supp. 2192 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY -Cont'd 
Powe~Cont'd 

Redevelopment powers. Const. R. I., 
Art. VI. I1B. 

Primary election •. 
Candidates nominated at primaries. 

!17.15·7. 
Property. 

Public property. 
Appropriating for local or private 

purposes. 
Vote required to pass. Const. R. I.. 

Art. VI. 111. 
PubUc money. 

Appropriating for local or private 
purposes. 

Vote required to pass. Const. R. I .. 
Art. VI. 111. 

Public officers and employees. 
Succession to office. 

Continuance in office until successors 
qualify. 

Aaaembly may provide for, Canst . 
R. I.. Art. VI. 113. 

PubUc property. 
Appropriating for local or private 

purposes. 
Vote required to pau, Const. R. I., 

Art. VI. 111. 
QuallftcatioDS of members. 

Each house to be judge of. Canst. R. I.. 
Art. VI. 16. 

Quorum. Conat. R. I .. Art. VI. 16. 
Reappordo~eD~ 

Representatives. Canst. R. I., Art. Vil. 
II. 

Senate. Conat. R. I.. Art. vrn, § 1. 
Receipta.. 

Borrowing in anticipation of receipts. 
Conat. R. I.. Art. VI. !17. 

Redevelopment powen. Conat. R. I.. 
Art. VI. !lB. 

Representative .. 
Officers, Canst. R. I .. Art. Vll, §2. 

Reviaioll8. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Constitutional conventions, Const. R. 
I .. Art. XIV. 12. 

Rul .. of proceed.lni" 
Each hou.se to detennine, Const. R. I., 

Art. VI. 17. 
s.c .... tary of otate. 

Elections by general as&embly on 
failure to elect or incapacity of 
persons elected. § 17·2-3; Conat. R. 
I.. Art. IV. 13. 

Secretary of state. Const. R. I.. Art. 
vm.14. 

Senate. 
Presiding officer in abaence of 

lieutenant governor. 
Presides over senate until election 

of member, Const. R. I., Art. 
vm.13. 
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GESERAL ASSEMBLY-Cont'd 
Secretary of state-Cont'd 

Vacancies in office, Const. R. L, Art. 
IV. 14. 

Senate. 
Composition. Const. R. I., Art. VIII. H. 
Districts. 

Equal in population, Const. R. I.. Art. 
VIII. 11. 

Impeachment. 
Tried by, Const. R. I., Art. XI, §2. 

Lieutenant governor. 
Presiding officer. Const. R. I.. Art. 

VIII. 12. 
Secretary of state presiding officer 

in absence of, Const. R. I.. Art. 
VIII. 13. 

Officers. 
Other officers, Const. R. I .. Art, VIII. 

14. 
Other officers, Canst. R. I.. Art. VIII, 

14. 
Presiding officer. 

Lieutenant governor, Const. R. I.. 
Art. VIII. 12. 

Secretary of state is presiding 
officer in absence of, Const. R. 
I .. Art. VIII. 13. 

Reapportionment. Const. R. I.. Art. 
VIII. 11. 

Secretary of state. 
Generally, Const. R. I.. Art. VITI, §4. 
Presiding officer in absence of 

lieutenant governor. 
Presides over senate until election 

of member, Const. R. I.. Art. 
VIII. 13. 

Vacancies. 
Special elections. Const. R. I.. Art. lV, 

15. 
Sessions. Const. R. I.. Art. VI, §3. 

Adjournment, Const. R. L. Art. VI. §9. 
Power of governor, Const. R. I.. Art. 

IX. 16. 
Special sessions. 

Governor convening, Const. R. I., Art. 
IX. 17. 

Special election.. 
Filling vacancies, § 17-3-6. 
Nominations. §17-3-7. 

State board of election.. 
Procedure upon failure to elect, §l7·3-3. 

State budget. 
Governor. 

Preparation and presentation to 
general assembly, Const. R. L, 
Art. IX. !is. 

State treasurer. 
Elections by general assembly on 

failure to elect or incapacity of 
person elected. §l7-2-3; Const. R. I., 
Art. IV. 13. 

Vacancies in office. 
Filling, Const. R. 1., Art. lV, §4. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY-Cont'd 
Streets. 

Eminent domain. 
Taking of property for. Const. R. I., 

Art. VI. i19. 
Franchises. 

Corporations. 
Creation of corporations with power 

to acquire franchises in streets 
and highways, Const. R. I.. Art. 
VI. i14. 

Style of laws. Const. R. I., Art. VI. §2. 
Taxation. 

Assessments. 
Property valuations, Const. R. I.. Art. 

VI. H2. 
Term. of office. § 17-3.1. 

Constitutional provisions, Const. R. I.. 
Art. IV. 11. 

Time of election. §l7 -3-1. 
Vacancies. Const. R. I.. Art. lV. §5. 

Both offices of governor and lieutenant 
governor. 

Speaker of house of representatives. 
Office of governor filled by speaker, 

Const. R. I., Art. IX, § 10. 
Filling, Const. R. I.. Art. IV, §4. 
Special elections. § 17-3-6. 

Nominations at special elections. 
!i7·3·7. 

Veto power of governor. 
Overrides by general assembly. Const. 

R. I.. Art. IX. 114. 
War. 

Emergency powers in case of enemy 
attack. Const. R. I., Art. VI. §21. 

Warrants. 
Failure to issue warrant for election. 

117·3-8. 
New elections. 

Upon death. refusal, or incapacity of 
senator or representative. 
117.3-5. 

Procedure upon failure to elect. § 17·3-3. 
Yea. and nay •. 

Entry on journal. Const. R. I.. Art. VI, 
18. 

GENERAL ELECTIONS. 
Defined. 117-1·2. 

GENERAL STATE OFFICERS. 
Candidates nominated at primaries. 

117-15·7. 
Contributions. 

Public financing of campaign 
expenditures. Const. R. I., Art. IV. 
110. 

Enumerated. §17-2-1. 
Li.t of vote" for general omcers. 

Conat. R. I.. Art. IV. 18. 
PubUc financing of campaign 

expenditures, Const. R. I.. Art. IV, 
110. 

Term •• §l7 -2-1. 

Supp.2I92 
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GOVERNOR. 
Authority. 

Vacancies in office. 
Authority to fill, Const. R. I., Art. IX, 

~5. 
Chief executive. 

Power of state vested in, Const. R. I., 
Art. IX, 11. 

Commander in chief. 
Military and navy, Const. R. l. Art. IX, 

12. 
COmm.iS.iOD •. 

Signed by, Const. R. I" An. IX, 18. 
Compen.ation. Const. R. I., Art. IX, U1. 

Regulated by general assembly, Const. 
R. l.. Art. VI, 13. 

Con.titutioD of Rhode I.land, Const. R. 
I., An. IV, 11. 

Acts effective without action by 
governor, Const. R.I., Art. IX, §14. 

Authority. 
Vacancies in office. 

Authority to fill, Const. R. I.. Art. 
IX, 15. 

Budgets. 
State budgets. 

Preparation and presentation to 
general assembly, Conat. R. 1" 
Art. IX, 115. 

Chief executive. 
Power of state vested in. Const. R. I., 

Art. IX, 11. 
Commander in chief. 

Military and navy. Const. R. I., Art. 
IX, 13. 

Commissions. 
Signed by, Const. R. I., An. IX, 18. 

Compensation, Const. R. I.. Art. IX, 
!II. 

Regulated by general aaaembly, 
Const. R. I" Art. VI, 13. 

Failure to elect or Qualify. 
Election by general assembly, Const. 

R. I., An. IV, 13. 
Faithful execution of laws. 

Required, Const. R. I., An. IX, 12. 
General assembly. 

Adjournment. 
Power, Canst. R. I .. Art. IX, t6. 

Speaker of bouae of representatives. 
Vacancies in both offices of 

governor and lieutenant 
governor. 

Office of governor filled by 
speaker. Const. R. I., Art. IX. 
§l0. 

Special sessions. 
Convening, Const. R. I.. Art. IX. 17. 

Veto power of governor. 
Overrides by general assembly, 

Const. R. I" Art. IX, 114. 
Impeachment. 

Officer subject to impeachment. 
Const. R. I" An. XI, 13. 

Supp.2192 

GOVERNOR-Cont'd 
COD.dtudon of Rhode bland-Cont'd 

Impeachment-Cont'd 
Trial. 

Chief justice presiding in trial of 
governor. Canst. R. I.. Art. XI. 
12. 

Vote required, Const. R. I., Art. XI. 
II. 

Incapacity of governor·elect. 
Election by general assembly, Const. 

R. I" An. IV, 13. 
Laws. 

Faithful execution of. 
Required, Const. R. I., Art. IX, 12. 

Lieutenant governor. 
Vacancies in both offices of governor 

and lieutenant governor. 
Speaker of house of representati ves. 

Office of governor filled by 
speaker. Const. R. I.. Art. IX. 
§l0. 

Vacancy in office of governor. 
Lieutenant governor to fill, Const. 

R. I., Art. IX, 19. 
Military affaira. 

Captain general and commander in 
cruef of military and navy. Const. 
R. I" Art. IX, 13. 

Pardons, Const. R. I" An. IX, §l3. 
Powers. 

Adjournment of general assembly, 
Const. R. I., Art. IX, 16. 

Convening of special sessions of 
general assembly, Const. R. I., 
Art. IX, 17. 

Pardon power, Const. R. I .. Art. IX, 
§l3. 

Reprieves, Const. R. I.. Art. IX, §4. 
Vacancies. 

Authority to fill, Cowl. R. l.. Art. 
IX, 15. 

Veto power, Comt. R. I.. Art. IX, §l4. 
Reprieves, 

Power to grant. Const. R. I., Art. IX. 
14. 

Speaker of houae of representatives. 
Vacancies in offices of governor and 

lieutenant governor. 
Speaker of house to fill office of 

governor, Const. R. I., Art. IX. 
110. 

State budget. 
Preparation and presentation to 

general assembly. Const. R. I .• 
Art. IX, §l5. 

Tenn oraffice, Canst. R.I., Art. lV. §1. 

V~:~~:~y to fiU. Const. R. I.. Art:j' 
15 

,,""',. ........ =.;<;::t:;: ~ • -.. ~ ~.;...-~-.~-~ 
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GOVERNOR-Cont'd 
Constitution of Rhode hland-Cont'd 

Vacancies-Cont'd 
Both offices of governor and 

lieutenant governor. 
Speaker of house of representatives 

to fill office of governor, Const. 
R. 1., Art. IX. 110. 

Lieutenant governor to fill, Const. R. 
1., Art. IX, 19. 

Speaker of house. 
Vacancies in both offices of 

governor and lieutenant 
governor. 

House speaker to fill vacancy in 
governor's office, Const. R. I., 
Art. IX. 110. 

Veto power. Const. R. I., Art. IX. §14. 
Acts effective without action by 

governor, Const. R. I., Art. IX. 
114. 

General assembly overrides by, 
Const. R. 1., Art. IX, § 14. 

Death. 
Death or incapacity of governor elect. 

§l7·2·2; Con.t. R. 1., Art. lV, 13. 
Elected at general election, §l7·2·1. 
Failure of officers elected to quallly. 

Election by general assembly, §l7·2·3; 
Const. R. I.. Art. IV, §3. 

Failure to elect. 
Election by general assembly on failure 

to elect, 117·2·3; Const. R. I .. Art. 
lV,13. 

Faitbful execution of law8. 
ReqUired. Const. R. I., Art. IX. §2. 

General assembly. 
Adjournment. 

Power. Const. R. I.. Art. IX, §6. 
Election by general asaembly on failure 

to elect or incapacity of persons 
elected, § 17·2·3; Const. R. I.. Art. 
IV, 13. 

Special sessions. 
Convening, Const. R. I.. Art. IX. F. 

State budget. 
Preparation and presentation to 

general assembly. Const. R. I.. 
Art. IX, §IS. 

Vacancies in offices of governor and 
lieutenant governor. 

Speaker of house of representatives to 
fill office of governor. Const. R. I.. 
Art. IX, § 10. 

Veto power of governor. 
Overrides by general assembly. 

Const. R. I.. Art. IX. §14. 
Impeachment. 

Officers subject to impeachment. Corul. 
R. 1., Art. Xl, 13. 

Trial of impeachment. 
Chief justice presiding in trial of 

governor, Const. R. I., Art. XI, 
12. 

GOVERNOR-Cont'd 
[mpeachment-Cont'd 

Vote required. Const. R. I., Art. XI. §l. 
Incapacity oC governor elect. 

Election by general assembly, §17.2·3; 
Const. R. 1., Art. IV, 13. 

Justices of the peace. 
Appointment, §42·30·2. 

Laws. 
Faithful execution of. 

Required, Const. R. I., Art. IX. §2. 
Lieutenant governor. 

So. LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. 
Mentally ill. 

Incapacity of governor elect. § 17·2·2. 
Military affairs. 

Captain general and commander in 
chief of military and navy, Const. 
R. 1., Art. IX, 13. 

Oaths. 
Oath of office of general officers. Const. 

R. 1., Art. Ill, 13. 
Administration. Const. R. I.. Art. III. 

15. 
Pardons. Const. R. I., Art. IX, §l3. 
Powert. 

Adjournment of general assembly, 
Const. R. I., Art. IX. §6. 

Convening of special seasions of general 
assembly, Const. R.I.. Art. IX, n. 

Reprieves. COMt. R. I., Art. IX. §4. 
Vacancies. 

Authority to fill. Const. R. I.. Art. [X. 
15. 

Veto power, Const. R. I., Art. IX. §14. 
Presidential and vice·president 

election •. 
Attendance of governor at meeting of 

electors. §l7-4-12. 
Questions submitted to electorates. 

Order by governor, §l7·5-2. 
Reprieves. 

Power to grant. Const. R. I.. Art. IX, §4. 
State budget. 

Preparation and presentation to general 
assembly, Const. R. I.. Art. IX. §15. 

Supreme court. 
Trial of impeachment. 

Chief justice presiding in trial of 
governor. COMt. R. I., Art. XI. 
§2. 

Term of omce. §l7·2·L 
Constitutional provisiona. Const. R. I.. 

Art. lV, 11. 
Vacancy in office of governor. 

Filling, § 17·2·4. 
Vacancies. 

Authority to fiU, Const. R. I .. Art. IX. 
15. 

Both offices of governor and lieutenant 
governor. 

Speaker of house of representatives to 
fill office of governor. Corut. R. I., 
Art. IX, 110. 

-'. 
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GOVERNOR-Cont'd 

i VacanciebCont 'd  
Death. removal, refuasl to serve or 

incapacity of elected officers. 
Filling vacancy caused by, Const. R. 

L. Art. IV. $3. 
General asaembly to fill vacancy. 

517.24 
Lieutenant governor w fill. Canst. R. I.. 

An. IX. 59. 
Speaker of house. 

Vacancies in both offices of governor 
and lieutenant governor. 

House speaker to fill vacancy in 
governor's office. Conat. R. I.. 
Art. IX. 510. 

Veto power, Conat. R. I.. Art. IX, 514. 
Acls effective without action by 

governor. Const. R. I.. Art. IX. 514. 
Overrides by general aasembly. Conat. 

R. I.. Art. IX. 514. 

GRAND JURY. 
Constitution of Rbode Idand.  

Double jeopardy. Conet. R. I., Art. I. 87. 
Information by attorney general. Const. 

R. I.. Art. 1. $7. 
Resentment or indictment. Const. R. I.. 

Art. I. 57. 
Double jeopardy. Conat. R. 1.. An. 1. 57. 
Information b y  attorney general. 

Conat. R. I.. Art. 1. $7. 

HABEAS CORPUS. 
Constitution of Rbode Island. 

Privilege not suspended. Const. R. I.. 
Art. 1, 59. 

HANDICAPPED PERSONS. 
Constitvtion of Rhode Idand.  

Discrimination. 
Prohibited. Const. R. I.. Art. I. 52. 

Macrimination. 
Prohibited. Const. R. I.. Art. 1. 52. 

M d l  bdlot l .  
Application for ballot. 

Diaabled or incapacitated p m m .  
517-20-9. 

Temporarily disabled or 
incapacitated voter. 517-20-8.1. 

Polling places. 
Accessibility to physically handicapped. 

5517-19-3.1. 17-19-32, 
Votinn assidmca. 

~ e d k  voting &hta act. 
Blind. disabled or illiterate pemns.  

42 U.S.C. 51973aa-6. 
Voter requiring wistaria to vote by 

reason of blindness, disability to 
read or urrite. 517.19-26.1. 

Voting machines. 
Priority of use. 017-19-52. 

Supp. 2192 

HARNESS RACING FACILITY. 
E8tablishing in town of Burrillville. 

541.9.4. 

HEARINGS. 
Nomination papen. 

Objections to paprs .  517.14-14. 
Primary elections. 

Recounls or protest. 517-15-35. 
Public Rnancing of election 

campaigns. 
Board of elections. 

Vio!ationa, 517-25-28. 
State board of elections. 517.7.8. 

HIGHWAYS. 
Comtitution of Rhode Island. 

Eminent domain. 
General aasembly may authorize, 

C0-t. R. I.. An. VI. 519. 
Franchisea. 

Corporations. 
General asaembly. 

Creation of corporations with 
power to acquire franchises 
in s m l s  and highways. 
Conat. R. I.. Art. VI. 514. 

Eminent d o m a i a  
General assembly may authorize. 

Const. R. I., Art. VI. 519. 
Fnmehi.as. 

corpora ti^^. 
General aseembly. 

Creation of torparations with power 
to acquire franchises in streets 
and highways. Conat. R. I.. Art. 
VI. 514. 

General aaasmbly. 
Eminent domain. 

TaLing of property for. Canst. R. I., 
Art. VI. 519. 

Franchises. 
Corporatione. 

Creation of corporations with power 
to acquire franchises in streets 
and highways. Const. R. I.. Art. 
VI. 514. 

HOLIDAYS. 
Primary elections. 

Regular primary date falling on 
religious holiday, 517-15-2. 

Regishation. 
Time for raceiving regiatration. 517-9-3. 

ReUglolu bolldays. 
Elections falling on religious holidays. 

517-18-5.1. 

HORSE RACING. 
Harness  raclng facUlty in town of 

Burrlllville. 541.94. 

HOSPITALS. 
M d l  bdlot l .  

Voting imm hospitals and convalescent 
homes, 517-20-14. 
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HOl'SE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
See COl'GRESS. 

ILLITERACY. 
Voting assistance. 

Voter requiring assistance to vote by 
reason of inability to read or write, 
§17·19·26.1-

IMMUNITY. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

General assembly. 
Immunity of members, Const. R. I., 

Art. VI. 15. 
General assembly. 

Immunities of members. Canst. R. I., 
Art. VI. !5. 

IMPEACHMENT. 
Attorney general. 

Executive officers. 
Officers subje<:t to impeachment, 

Const. R. I.. Art. XI. 13. 
ConatitutioD of Rhode Island. 

Effect of conviction, Canst. R, I" Art. 
XI. §3. 

Executive officers. 
Officers subject to impeachment, 

Const. R. I.. Art. XI. i3. 
General assembly. 

House of representatives. 
Sole power of impeachment. Canst. 

R. I.. Art. XI. I I. 
Senate. 

Impeachments tried by. Canst. R. 
I.. Art. XI. 12. 

Governor. 
Officer subject to conviction. Canst. R. 

I.. Art. XI. 13. 
Grounds. Canst. R. I., Art. XI, §3. 
Judicial officers. 

Officers subject to impeachment, 
Const. R. I.. Art. XI. 13. 

Officers subject to impeachment. Canst. 
R. I.. Art. XI. 13. 

Suspension of officers impeached, Canst. 
R. I.. Art. XI. §1. 

Trial of impeachments, Canst. R. l., 
Art. XI. 12. . 

Vote required for impeachment, Canst. 
R. I.. Art. XI. ! I. 

Courts. 
Judicial officers. 

Officers subject to impeachment, 
Canst. R. I., Art. XI, §3. 

Effect of conviction. Canst. R. I.. Art. 
XI. 13. 

Executive officers. 
Officers subject to impeachment. Const. 

R. I.. Art. XI. 13. 

IMPEACHME!'I"T -Cont"d 
General assembly. 

House of representatives. 
Sole power, Canst. R. 1.. Art. XI. §l. 

Senate. 
Tried by, Canst. R. 1.. Art. XI. §2. 

Governor. 
Officers subject to impeachment. Canst. 

R. I.. Art. XI. ~3. 
Trial of impeachment. 

Chief justice presiding in trial of 
governor. Canst. R. I.. Art. XI. 
12. 

Ground., Canst. R. I.. Art. XI. §3. 
Judie •. 

JUdicial officers. 
Officers subject to impeachment. 

Const. R. I.. Art. XI. 13. 
Judicial officers. 

Officers subject to impeachment, Canst. 
R. 1.. Art. XI. !3. 

Ueutenant governor. 
Executive officers. 

OfficeMi subject to impeachment, 
Canst. R. I.. An. XI, §3. 

Officers .ubject to impeachment, 
Const. R. I.. Art. XI. 13. 

Secretary of .tate. 
Executive officers. 

Officers subject to impeachment. 
Canst. R. I .. Art. XI. §3. 

State trea.urer. 
Executive officers. 

Officers subject to impeachment. 
Const. R. I.. Art. XI. §3. 

Supreme court. 
Judicial officers. 

Officers subject to impeachment. 
Canst. R. I.. Art. XI. §3. 

Trial of impeachment. 
Governor. 

Chief justice presiding in trial of 
governor. Canst. R. I., Art. XI. 
§2. 

Suspension of officers Impeached. 
Const. R. I.. Art. XI. i I. 

Trial of impeachments. Canst. R. I., 
Art. XI. 12. 

Vote required for impeachment. Canst. 
R. I.. Art. XI. §1. 

INCOME TAX. 
Credl ... 

Public financing of electoral system. 
144-30·2. 

Public financing of electoral system. 
Credit. §44·30·2. 

INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES. 
Declarations of candidacy, §17·14·1. 
Nominations. 

Generally. 
See NOMINATIONS. 

Supp. 2192.~ 
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I:-IDICTME:-ITS. I:-IFORMATIONS AND 
COMPLAINTS. 

Attorney general. 
Information by attorney general. Const. 

R. l.. Art. I. n. 
Presentment or indictment. Const. R. I.. 

Art. I, §7. 
Constitution ot Rhode hland. 

Attorney general. 
Information by attorney general. 

Const. R. I., Art. I. §7. 
Grand jury, Const. R. I., Art. I, 91. 
When required, Const. R. I.. Art. I. §7. 

INSPECTIONS. 
Voting machines. 

Preparation for elections. §l7·19·14. 

INSPECTORS. 
Appointment, §I7·I9·16. 
Assignments, §17·19·16. 
Board of elections. 

Powers, Hi·j·5. 
Compensation. §17·19·16. 
Duties. 

Generally. Hi·i9·16. 
Primary elections. 

Appointment. §17.15·13. 
Sealing of voting machines. §17·19·33. 

INVASION. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

General assembly. 
Emergency powers in case of enemy 

attack. Const. R. I.. Art. VI. 921. 
General assembly. 

Emergency powers in case of enemy 
attack, Const. R. I.. Art. VI. §21. 

INVESTIGATIONS. 
Public financing of election 

campaigns. 
Board of elections. 

Violations, § 17·25·28. 
Returns of local boards. §17·22·4. 
State board of elections. §l7·7·8. 

J 

JAILS. 
Absentee voting. 

Application by persons detained or 
imprisoned. §17·20·2.1. 

JAMESTOWN. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Wardens. 
Election, Const. R. I., Art. X. §7. 

Elections. 
Wardens, Canst. R. I., Art. X, §7. 

Wardens. 
Election. Canst. R. I.. Art. X. §7. 

Supp. 2192 

JUDGES. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Impeachment. 
Judicial officers. 

Officers subject to impeachment. 
Canst. R. L Art. XI. §3. 

Oath of judges. Const. R. I.. Art. III. §4. 
Impeachment. 

Judicial officers. 
Officers subject to impeachment. 

Canst. R. I., Art. XI. §3. 
Oaths. 

Oath of office. Const. R. I.. Art. III. §4. 
Administration of oath. Canst. R. I.. 

Art. III. §S. 
Probate judges. 

Election and powers, §8·9·4. 

JUDICIAL NOTICE. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Municipal corporations. 
Home rule for cities and towns. 

Charter certificates. Const. R. I.. 
Art. Xlll. !lD. 

Municipal corporations. 
Home rule for cities and towns. 

Charter certificates. Const. R. I.. Art. 
Xlll. \10. 

JURISDICTION. 
Board of elections. § 17·7·5. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Inferior courts. Canst. R. t .. Art. X, §2. 
Supreme court. Const. R. I., Art. X. §2. 

Courts. 
Inferior courts, Const. R. I .• Art. X. §2. 

Supreme court. 
Constitution of Rhode Island, Const. R. 

I .. Art. X. !2. 

JURY. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Impartial jury. 
Rights of accused persons in criminal 

proceedings, Const. R. I.. Art. I, 
110. 

Petit jury. 
Size, Canst. R. I.. Art. I. §15. 

Trial by jury. Const. R. I.. Art. I. §l5. 
Impartial jury. 

Rights of accused persons in criminal 
proceedings. 

Constitutional provisions. Const. R. 
l.. Art. I. §lD. 

w8ts. 
City voting lists furnished to jury 

commissioner, §9·9·8. 
Exceptions. §9·9-8. 

Town lists of qualified jurors. §9·9·9. 
Petit jury paDel •. 

Size. 
Constitutional provisions, Const. R. 

l.. Art. I. §l5. 

--~----'-- -
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JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 142·30·1. 
Constitution of Rhode bland, Const. R. 

I.. Art. X. 17. 
Ejections. Const. R. I.. Art. X, §7. 
Governor. 

Appointment. §42·30·2. 
Providence. city of. 

Election. Const. R. L, Art. X. §7. 

L 

LABELS. 
AdverUliiog. 

Labels of advertising in periodicals. 
117·23·1: Conat. R. I .. Art. IV. 11. 

LIBEL AND SLANDER. 
ConstitutioD of Rbode Island. 

General assembly. 
Immunity of members. Const. R. I.. 

Art. VI. 15. 
General 8saembly. 

Immunity of members, Const. R. I.. Art. 
VI. §S. 

LIBRARIES. 
COlUltitutiOD of Rhode I.land. 

GeneraJ assembly. 
Duties as to public libraries, Const. 

R. I .. ART. XU. 11. 
General 888embly. 

Duties as to public libraries. Const. R. 
I.. Art. XU. 11. 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR. 
CompelUlation. Const. R. I., Art. IX. §1l. 
Constitutional provitliOD8 generally. 

Const. R. I., Art. IV, §l. 
Con.titution of Rhode bland. 

Compensation, Conat. R. I.. Art. IX. 
Ill. 

General assembly. 
Presiding officer. CODSt. R. I., Art. 

VIll. §2. 
Speaker of house of representatives. 

Vacancies in both offices of 
governor and lieutenant 
governor. 

House speaker to fill office of 
governor. Const. R. I.. Art. 
IX. 110. 

Governor. 
Vacancies in both offices of governor 

and lieutenant governor. 
Speaker of house of representatives. 

House speaker to fill office of 
governor, Const. R. I., Art. 
IX, 110. 

Vacancy in office of governor. 
Lieutenant governor to fill. Const. 

R. I .. Art. IX. 19. 
Impeachment. 

Executive officers. 
Officel'8 subject to impeachment, 

Const. R. I .• Art. XI. 13. 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR-Cont'd 
Constitution of Rhode Island-Cont'd 

Incapacity. 
Election by general assembly. Const. 

R. J .. Art. IV. 13. 
Term of office. Const. R. I.. Art. IV. H. 
Vacancy in office. 

Speaker of house of representatives. 
Vacancies in both offices of 

governor and lieutenant 
governor. 

Death. 

House speaker to fill office of 
governor. Const. R. I.. Art. 
IX. §10. 

Death or incapacity of governor elect, 
§17·2·2. 

Failure to elect or qualify. 
Election by general assembly, § 17-2-1; 

Con.t. R. I .. Art. IV, §3. 
Genera! assembly. 

By general assembly on failure to elect 
or incapacity of person elected. 
117·2·3. 

Senate. 
Presiding officer, Const. R. I., Art. 

VilI.12. 
Vacancies in both offices of governor 

and lieutenant governor. 
Speaker of house of representatives. 

House speaker to fill office of 
governor, Canst. R. I.. Art. IX. 
110. 

Vacancies in office. 
Filling, §l7-2-4. 

Governor, 
Vacancies in both officeS of governor 

and lieutenant governor. 
Speaker of house of representati ves. 

House speaker to fill office of 
governor, Canst. R. I., Art. IX, 
§1O. 

Vacancy in office of governor. 
Lieutenant governor to fill. Canst. R. 

I .. Art. IX. §9. 
Impeachment. 

Executive officera. 
Officers subject to impeachment. 

Const. R. I.. Art. XI, §3. 
Incapacity. 

Election by general assembly, Canst. R
I.. Art. IV. 13. 

Oath& 
Oath of office of general officers, Canst. 

R. I.. Art. 1II. 13. 
Administration of oath. Const. R. I., 

Art. 1II. 15. 
Term of olftce. §l7·2-1. 

Constitutional provisions. Const. R. I .. 
Art. IV. 11. 

Vacancies in office. 
Failure to elect or incapacity. 

Filling vacancy, Const. R. I.. Art. IV, 
13. 
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LIEUTENA.'IT GOVERNOR-Cont'd 
Vacancies in office-Cont'd 
~neral assembly to fill vacancy, 

§l7·2·4. 
Speaker of house of representatives. 

Vacancies in both offices of governor 
and lieutenant governor. 

House speaker to fill office of 
governor, Const. R. I.. Art. IX. 
110. 

LIMITATION OF ACTIONS. 
Prosecution for offense. against 

proviliol1l of chapter, §l7-23-11. 

LISTS, 
Aboentee votln •• 117 ·22·8. 
Felonious conduct, §17-23-17. 
General office". 

List of voters. Const. R. I.. Art. IV, §8. 
Mail ballo ... 

Sealing of voting lists. §l7-20-27. 
Secretary of state. 

Providing lists to political parties and 
candidates, § 17 -6-5. 

Voter registration list, Conat. R. I.. Art. 
lV,18. 

LOCAL BOARDS. 
Nomination papers. 

Certification by local boards. 
117·14-12.1. 

LOCAL ELECTIONS. 
Certificates of election. §17·22-5.2. 
Defined. 117·1·2. 

LOTTERIES. 
Constitution of Rhode laland. 

Prohibited. Const. R. I.. Art. VI, 115. 
Exceptiona. Const. R. I.. Art. VI. §IS. 

State lotteries. Const. R. I.. Art. VI. 
115. 

Prohibited. COM. R. I.. Art. VI. 115. 
Exceptions. Conat. R. I.. Art. VI, US. 

State lotteries, Const. R. I.. Art. VI. US. 

M 

MAIL BALLOTS. 1117·20·1 to 17·20·35. 
Abllence trom state. city or towu. 

Eligibility for. §17·20·2. 
Afftdaviu. 

Application for mail ballot. 
Affidavit forms, 117·20·8. 

Alternative method. of voting. 
117 ·20·6. 

Applicant votina at polla. 
Prohibited,117·20-29. 

Application for ballot, 117·20·8. 
Certification. U7-20-10. 
Disabled or incapacitated person. 

Permanently disabled or 
incapacitated person. 117·20·9. 

False statements. 
Penalty, 117·20·30. 
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MAIL BALLOTS-Cont'd 
Application for balloi-Cont'd 

Form. §l7·20·13. 
Secretary of state to furnish form and 

supplies. § 17·20·12. 
Incapacitated person. 

Permanently disabled or 
incapacitated person. U7·20·9. 

Lists:. 
Marking. 117·20·[0. 
Safekeeping of lists of applicants. 

117·20·11. 
Marking of lis .. , §l7·20·10. 
Permanently disabled or incapacitated 

voter, §17·20-9. 
Temporarily disabled or incapacitated 

voter, §l7 ·20-8.1. 
Board of eiectioDJJ. 

Disqualification of ballot, §17·20-33. 
Inquiries, 117·20-32. 

Casting vo .... 
Time. 117·20·16. 

Certification of ballot. 
Execution. §17-20-23. 

Certification of envelopee for return 
of ballot, 117·20·21. 

Military service. 
Persons intimately connected with 

military service. 117·20·22. 
Complain ... 

Investigations. §l7 ·20·31. 
Construction of chapter. 

Liberal construction. §17·20-34. 
Convalescent home •. 

Voting from hospitals and convalescent 
homes, §17-20-14. 

Interference. 
Penalty, §l7·20-14. 

Cople. of chap ... r f'unUohed to local 
board .. 117 ·20·28. 

Counting ofballo ... 117·20·26. 
Deceiving, coercing or interfering 

with voter casting ballot. 
Penalty, 117·20·30. 

Declaration of policy. §l7·20·1.1. 
Definition of "'1'1111.117·20·3. 
Disqualiflcation of ballot. 

Board. of elections, §17·20-33. 
Duplication of vote .. § 17·20-7. 

Methods preferred. 117·20·7. 
Eliliblllty for mail ballo ... 117·20·2. 
Emergency mail ballots. 

Applications. § 17 ·2()'8. 
Envelope. for return of ballot.. 

117·20·19. 
Certifying. 117·20·21. 

Military service. 
Persons intimately connected with 

military service. 117·20-22. 
Persons intimately connected with 

military service. §17·20·22. 
Fraudulently signing name of another. 

Penalty, §l7·20·30. 
Exemption trom registration. §17·20-4. 
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MAIL BALLOTS-Cont'd 
False noUUization or witnessing. 

Penalty, §17·20·30. 
Forme, §l7·20·15. 

Application for ballota. §17·20-13. 
Cenifying envelopes. §17·20·21. 

PerSons intimately connected with 
military service, U7·20-22. 

SecretarY of state to furnish Conn and 
supplies. §l7·20·12. 

Fraud. 
Penalty, §17·20·30. 

Handicapped peNOn •. 
Eligibility for, §l7·20·2. 

Hospitals. 
Voting from hospitals and convalescent 

homes, §17·2Q·14. 
Interference. 

Penalty, §I7 ·20·14. 
Instructions (or Yoting procedURa, 

117·20·20. 
Instructions OD ballot. § 17-20·18. 
Investigation of complaints. §17·20·31. 
Irregularities in obtaining and 

ca.ting. §l7·20·24.1. 
Irregularities not impairing validity of 

ballots. 117·20·24. 
Issuance of ballots. §17·20·1O. 
Liberal construction of chapter. 

117·20·34. 
Lists. 

Sealing of voting lists. §17-20-27. 
Local boards. 

Copies of chapter furnished to local 
boards. 117·20·28. 

LocaJ supervision, §17·20-14.1. 
Mail applicant not permitted to vote a. paU •• §l7·20·29. 
Marking of ballo~ §17·20·23. 

Place of marking, §17·20-15. 
Military affairs. 

Absence because of military operation. 
Eligibility for. 117·20·2. 

Certification of envelopes for return of 
ballot. 

Persons intimately connected with 
military service. §17·20-22. 

Member of armed forces in active 
service, §17·20-9.2. 

Services intimately connected with 
military operations. 

Defined. §l7·20·3. 
Notaries public. 

Applications. 
Subscribed to before notary public, 

! 17 ·20·8. 
Omission of presidential electors. 

117·20·17. 
Opening of ballots. §17.20·26. 
Penalty for violations, §17·20-30. 
Place of marking, §17·20·15. 
Presidential electors. 

Omission, H7·20·17. 

MAIL BALLOTS-Cont'd 
Prevention of board of ejections from 

receiving. 
Penalty, §l7 ·20·30. 

Registration. 
Exemption from registration. § 17·20·4. 

Requirements for validity. §17·20-2.1. 
Residence of person in service. 

§l7·20·5. 
Return of unused ballots. § 17 ·20·25. 
Reverse side of ballot. 

Captions. §l7 -20·18. 
Sealing of ballots. §l7 .20.27. 
Secretary of state. 

Issuance of ballots. §17.20.10. 
Servicemen. 

Residence of person in service. § 17·20·5. 
Severability of provisions, ~17.20.35. 
Signatures. 

Deflned. §l7.20·3. 
Supervision, § 17·20·14.2, 

Appointment of supervisors. 
§l7·20·14.2. 

Local supervision. §l7·20·14.1. 
Supervisors. 

By·partisan pairs of supervisors. 
Defined. §l7.20·3. 

Temporarily disabled or incapacitated 
voters. 

Applications for ballots, § 17·20·8.1. 
Time of casting vote, §17·20·16. 
Unused. ballot.. 

Return. §17·20-25. 
Validity of ballots. 

IrTegularities not impairing validity, 
§l7·20·24. 

Requirements for validity. §17.20.2.1. 
Violations. 

Penalty, §l7.20.30. 
Voting at poDs. 

Prohibited. §l7·20.29. 
Voting by mall baUo~ 117·20·1. 
Voting for another. 

Penalty, §17·20·30. 

MANDAMUS. 
FailUH: or refusal of officials to 

perform dutie •. 
Mandamus by supreme court, §17.24-1. 

MEDICAL RECORDS. 
Confidentiality 01 information. 

Disclosures. §5·37.3-4. 

MENTALLY ILL. 
General assembly. 

Incapacity of person elected senator or 
representative, §l7·3·5. 

Governor. 
Incapacity of governor elect, §17 ·2·2. 

MILITARY AFFAIRS. 
Absentee ballots. 

Alternative method of voting, §17·20·6. 

Supp. 2/92 
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MILITARY AFF AIRS-Cont'd 
Absentee voting. 

.\1embers of armed forees in active 
service, §l7-20·9. L 

Alternative methods of voting. 
il7 ·20-6. 

Ballots. 
Absentee ballots. 

Alternate method of voting. § 17·20·6. 
Captain general. 

Military and navy. 
Governor. Const. R. 1., Art. IX. §3. 

Commander·in·chief. 
Military and navy. 

Governor, Const. R. 1., Art. IX. §3. 
Constitution of Rbode Island. 

Captain general. 
Military and navy. Const. R. I.. Art. 

IX, §3. 
Governor, Const. R. I.. Art. IX. §3. 

Civil authority. 
Subordination of military. Const. R. 

1" Art.!. § 18. 
Commander in chief. 

Military and navy. 
Governor, Const. R. I., Art. IX. §3. 

Governor. 
Captain general and commander in 

chief of military and navy, Const. 
R. 1.. Art. IX. 13. 

Martial law, Const. R. I.. Art. I. §lS. 
Quartering of soldiers. Const. R. I .. Art. 

1. §l9. 
Subordination of military to civil 

authority, Const. R. I.. Art. I. §lS. 
Dependents of servicemen. 

Registration, § 17-9·11. 
Exemption from duty on election day. 

Militia duty. §30-7-S. 
Governor. 

Captain general and commander in 
chief of military and navy. Const. 
R.I.. Art. IX. 13. 

Mail ballots. 
Absence because of military operation. 

Eligibility for. §17·20·2. 
Certification of envelopes for return of 

ballot. 
Persons intimately connected with 

military service, §17·20·22. 
Member of armed forces in active 

service, §l7·20·9.2. 
Services intimately connected with 

military operations. 
Defined, § 17-20-3. 

Militia. 
Exemption from duty on election day, 

130-7·5. 
Quarterinl of soldiers. Const. R. I., Art. 

1. §l9. 
Rel(istration. 

Servicemen's dependents, §17-9-11. 
Residence of person in service. 

§l7·20-5. 

SuP •. ~'92 

MILITARY AFF AIRS-Cont'd 
Soldiers . 

Quartering, Const. R. I.. Art. I, §I9. 

MISDEMEANORS. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Public officers and employees. 
Disqualification upon conviction or 

plea of nolo contendere, Const. R. 
1.. Art. 111. 12. 

Requalification following sentence, 
probation or parole. Canst. R. 
1.. Art. 1II. 12. 

Penalties. § 17 ·26-2. 
Petty misdemeanors, §17 ·26-3. 

Public officers and employees. 
Disqualification upon conviction or plea 

of nolo contendere, Const. R. I.. Art. 
1II. 12. 

Requalification following sentence, 
probation or parole. Const. R. I., 
Art. 1II. 12. 

Signatures. 
Qualifications of persons obtaining 

signatures. 
Violations of section. §17-23-12. 

MODERATORS. 
Appointment, §§l7·11·3. 17·11·7. 

Appointment in default of elections. 
§17·11-6. 

Narragansett. H7-ll-7.2. 
Narralanaett. 

Appointment. §l7-ll.7.2. 
Oath of office. §17-ll-S. 
Primary elections. 

Appointment, § 17-1S-13. 
Qualifications. § 17-11-8. 
Town meeting may elect. §i7·ll-9. 
Towns divided into senatorial or 

representative districts, § 17-11-S. 
Towns not divided into representative 

districts. § 17-11-4. 
Vacancies. § 17 ·11-8. 

Filling by town council. §i7-ll-10. 

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS. 
Bonds, surety. 

Tax collectors. §4S-4-13. 
Budget coDlllliuions_ 

Composition. §4S-9-1. 
Election of members, §45-9-1. 
Establishment. 

Town approval for establishment. 
§45·9·2. 

Powers. §4S-9-1. 
Clerks. 

Certificate of election of clerk. §45·4-S. 
Compensation. §4S-3-23. 
Deputy clerks. 

Appointment, 94S-7·2. 
Duties, §4S-7-2. 
Powers, §4S-7-2. 
Registration of votera, §4S· 7 ·3. 
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MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS-Cont'd 
Clerka-Cont'd 

Disorderly conduct at meeting. 
i45·3·19. 

Certificate of election of clerk. 
i45·4·5. 

Tenn. 145·3·16. 
Constitution of Rhode bland. 

Home rule for cities and towns. 
Borrowing powers. Conat. R. I., Art. 

xm.15. 
Charte .... 

Adoption, Const. R. I., Art. XW, §7. 
Power, Const. R. I., Art. Xln, §6. 

Amendments. Conat. R. r., Art. 
xm. lB. 

Certificates. 
Deposit, Conat. R. I., Art. xm. 

§l0. 
Judicial notice. Const. R. I.. Art. 

xm. §l0. 
Recordation, Const. R. I., Art. 

xm. §l0. 
Signing, Const. R. I., Art. xm. 

110. 
Commissions. Conat. R. r., Art. 

xm.16. 
Petitions. 

Filing with bicameral legislative 
bodies, Conat. R. I., Art. xm. 
i9. 

Power to adopt, Const. R. I., Art. 
Xm.16. 

General assembly. 
Powers over cities and towns, 

Const. R. I .. Art. xm. i4. 
Intention of article. Const. R. I.. Art. 

xm. II. 
Judicial powers of state. 

Not diminished by article. Conat. R. 
I.. Art. xm. Ill. 

Local legislative bodies. Const. R. I .. 
Art. xm. 13. 

Local legislative powers, Conat. R. I.. 
Art. xm. 12. 

Petitions. 
Charters. 

Filing with bicameral legislative 
bodies. Conat. R. I.. Art. xm. 
i9. 

Taxation. 
Power to tax. Const. R. J., Art. 

xm. is. 
Ordinances. 

Continuance. 
Transitional provisions. Conat. R. 

I.. Art. XV. I I. 
Council. and rovemini' bodie •. 

Detennination of number of council 
members to be elected. §45-4-6. 

Election of council members. §45-4-7. 
Dilorderly conduct. 

Town meetings. §45·3·19. 

M~CIPAL CORPORAnON~ont'd 
Ot.tricw. 

Division into districts. §l7 ·11·1. 
Evidence. 

Town meetings. 
Record of proceedings as evidence. 

i45·3·22. 
Failure by electon to elect offtcen. 

i45-4·9. 
Fillinr vacancies in office. §45·4·16. 
General 8l1embly. 

Home rule for cities and towns. 
Powers of auembly over cities and 

towns. Const. R. I.. Art. XIII. i4. 
Home rule for dtie. and town •. 

Borrowing powers. Conat. R. I.. Art. 
xm.15. 

Charters. 
Adoption, Const, R. L. Art. XIll. §7. 

Power, Const. R. I., Art. XIll. i6. 
Amendments. Const. R. I., Art. XIII, 

lB. 
Certificates. 

Depoait. Const. R. I.. Art. XIII. § 10. 
Judicial notice. Const. R. I.. Art. 

XIII. 110. 
Recordation. Const. R. I.. Art. XIII. 

110. 
Signing, Const. R. I., Art. XIII, UO. 

Commisaions. Const. R. l. Art. XIII, 
16. 

Petitions. 
Filing with bicameral legislative 

bodies, Const. R. I.. Art. XIII. 
i9. 

Power to adopt. Const. R. I.. Art. 
XIII. 16. 

General assembly. 
Powers over cities and towns, Const. 

R. I .. Art. xm. 14. 
Intention of article. Const. R. I., Art. 

xm. §l. 
Judicial powers of state. 

Not diminished by article. Const. R. 
I.. Art. XIII. ill. 

Local legislative bodies, Const. R. I., 
Art. XIII. 13. 

Local legislative powers, Const. R. I., 
Art. xm. 12. 

Petitions. 
Charters. 

Filing with bicameral legislative 
bodies. Const. R. I., Art. XIII. 
19. 

Taxation. 
Power to to. Const. R. I., Art, XIII. 

is. 
JudJcial nodce. 

Home rule for cities and towns. 
Charter certificates. Const. R. t., Art. 

XIII. 110. 
Li.iI of electon. 

Duplicate lists, 145-4·4. 

Supp. 2192 
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Mtr.'lICIPAL CORPORATIONS---Cont'd 
Mayors. 

Elections. §45·4·10. 
Illegal assemblies purporting to 

exercise governmental powers. 
Dispersal. §11·43·5. 

Primary elections. 
Candidates nominated at primaries. 

!l7·15·7. 
Notice. 

Town meetings. §45·3·5. 
Clerk's warrant giving notice. 

§45·3·8. 
Meetings by request. §4S-3-9. 
Meeting to dispose of land or make 

tax, §45·3·12. 
Oath •. 

Town and city officers. §45-4-11. 
Certificate of oath delivered to officer, 

145-4·12. 
Officers. 

Engagement of town and city officers, 
§45-4·11. 

Oaths, §45-4·11. 
Certificate of oath delivered to officer, 

§45-4·12. 
Tenn of office, §4S ... ·15. 

Officers to be elected, 145·4·1. 
Ordinances. 

Constitution of Rhode Island. 
Continuance of transitional 

provisions. Const. R. L. Art. XV. 
11. 

Petitions. 
Home rule for cities and towns. 

Charters. 
Filing charter petitions to 

bicameral legislative bodies. 
Const. R. I.. Art. lUll, §9. 

Primarie8. 
Municipal primaries other than at time 

of general primaries, U7-15-4. 
Probate judges. 

Election and powers, §8·9-4. 
Real property. 

Town meetings. 
Notice of meetings to dispose of. 

145·3·12. 
Signature •• 

Home rule for cities and towns. 
Charter certificates. 

Signing, Const. R. I" Art. XIII, §lO. 
Special statutes controlling, §45-4·17. 
Taxation. 

Home rule for cities and toW1l8. 
Power to tax. Const. R. I.. Art. XIIl. 

§5. 
Tax collecion. 

Bond. surety. §45-4·13. 
Successor tax collectors. 

Powers, §45·4·14. 

Supp. 2192 

MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS---Cont'd 
Town meeting •• 

Adjournment. 
Completion of election of officers. 

145·3·3. 
Barrington town meeting. 

Adjournment to indoor facility located 
outside town. §45·3·3.1. 

Canvass prior to meeting, §45·3·13. 
Consent of council to special meeting. 

145·3· 7. 
Elective meetings. 

Adjournment to complete election of 
officers. §45·3·3. 

Canvasa prior to meeting. §45·3·13. 
Clerks. 

Meeting to elect clerk to fill 
vacancy. §45·3·10. 

Periodical elective meetings. §45·3·1. 
Time of elective meetings. §45·3·2. 

Evidence. 
Record of proceedings as evidence, 

145·3·22. 
mega! town meetings. 

Dispersal, §11-43·5. 
Penalty, 111·43·4. 

Land. 
Notice of meeting to dispose of land. 

145·3·12. 
Lists of electors. 

Duplicate lists. §45-4-4. 
Majority required for action, §45·3·21. 
Meetings not to interfere with elections, 

145·4·2. 
Moderator. 

Assistant moderator to preside over 
town business, §45·4·3. 

Compensation of district moderators. 
§45·3·23. 

Moderator to preside. §45·3·17. 
Regulation if meeting by moderator, 

§45·3·18. 
Selection, §45·3·15. 
Tenn, 145·3·16. 

Motions. 
Voting on motions, §45·3·20. 

Neglect of duty by officers. 
Forfeiture for neglect of duty. 

§45·3·11. 
Notice of meetings, §45·3·5. 

Barrington town meeting. 
Adjournment to indoor facility 

located outside town. §45·3·3.1. 
Clerk's warrant giving notice, 

145·3·8. 
Meetings by request. §45·3·9. 
Meeting to dispose of land or make 

tax, 145·3·12. 
Property. 

Notice of meeting to dispose of land. 
145·3·12. 

Quorum. §45·3·14. 
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MUlilCIPAL CORPORATIONS-Cont'd 
Town meetin,!t-Cont'd 

Real property. 
Notice of meeting to dispose of land. 

145·3·12. 
Record of procee<iinga. 

Record as evidence, §45·3-22. 
Request of electors. 

Business considered. §45·3-9. 
Call of meeting on request of electora, 

!45·3·6. 
Canvass prior to meeting, §45·3·13. 
Notice of meetings by request, 

145·3·9, 
Time meetings by request held. 

145·3·9. 
Special meetings. 

Consent of council to special meeting. 
145·3·7. 

Taxation. 
Notice of meeting to make tax, 

145·3·12. 
Time of meetings. §4S-3-4. 

Elective meetings. §45-3·2. 
Meetings by request, §45-3-9. 

Vacancies. 
Filling of vacancies. §454-16. 

Voting machine meetings. 
Applicability of provisiort.!l to voting 

machine meetings. §45-3-24. 
Municipal budget referenda. §45-3-25. 

Voting on motions, §45-3-20. 
Vacancies. 

Meeting to elect clerk to fill vacancy. 
145·3·10. 

Voting machine meetings. 
Applicability of provisions to voting 

machine meetings. §45-4·I8. 

N 

NAME. 
Change of name. 

Registered voters entitled to change 
name on registration record, 
117·9·18. 

NARRAGANSETT. 
Moderaton and clerks. 

Appointment. §l7·1l·7.2. 

NATURAL RESOURCES. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Preservation. Const. R. I., Art. I. U 7. 
PreHn-ation. 

Constitutional provisions. Const. R. r.. 
Art. I, 117. 

NEW SHOREHAM. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Wardens. 
Election. Const. R. I., Art. X. n. 

Electiona. 
Wardens, Const. R. I.. Art. X, §7. 

l/EW SHOREHAM-Cont'd 
Wardens. 

Election, Const. R. I.. Art. X. §7. 

NEWSPAPERS, 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Freedom of press. Const. R. I.. Art. I. 
120. 

Signature and labeling of advertising. 
§l7·23·1. 

NOMINATIONS, 
Certificate of nomination. 

Congressional elections. 
New election in absence of plurality. 

Filing of new certificates of 
nomination papers. §l7·4·7. 

Certification of names of candidates 
to secretary of state. §I7·14·16. 

Combination of endorsed candidates, 
§l7-l4·4. 

Constitutional provisions, Const. R. I., 
Art. [I, 12, 

Deceased endorsed candidates. 
Replacement, §17·I4·I7. 

Declarations of candjdacy, §I7.14·I. 
Eligibility, §§l7·14·1.2. 17·14·2. 
Party affiliation, §17·I4·1.1. 

EUgibility, \117·14.1.2, 17·14·2. 
Candidate filing on final nomination 

papers deemed ineligible. 
117·14·2.1. 

FUing nomination papers, §l7·I4·I2. 
Nomination pape .... 

Checking and certification. §I7·14·11. 
Certification by local boards. 

117·14·12,1. 
Delegates to constitutional conventions, 

117·15·24, 
Duplication, §I7·14·4. 
Felonious conduct, §l7·23-I7. 
Filing. §l7.I4-I2. 
Final nomination papen. 

Candidate filing on final nomination 
papen ineligible. §I7·14.2.1. 

Furnishing to candidates. §I7·I4-4, 
Hearings on objections, §l7·14·14, 
Number of papen signed by same voter, 

117·14·9. 
Number of sign en required. §I7·I4·7. 
Party endorsed. candidates. 

Papers unnecessary, § 17·14-4.1. 
Persons obtaining signatures, 

Affidavits. §l7·14·10, 
Preparation. §I7·14·4. 
Required, il7-l4-4.1. 

Exceptions, §17·14·4.1. 
Signing. §l7·14-8. 

Number of signatures required. 
117·14-7. 

Statement at head of papers. §l7·I4-6. 
Sufficiency of papen. 

Objections to sufficiency, §l7.14-13. 
Violations as to papers or withdrawals, 

117·23·9. 

Supp.2I92 
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SOMINATIONS-Cont'd 
Number of votes required to 

nominate. §l7·15.29. 
One or more offices. H 7·14·3. 
Petition •. 

Right to nominate by petition 
preserved. §l7·15·40. 

Signatures. 
Nomination papers. 

Number of signatures required. 
§17·14·7. 

Withdrawal ofc8ndidacy, §17·14·15. 
Withdrawal of nominatioDs. 

Violations as to withdrawals. § 17 ·23·9. 

NOTARIES PUBUC, 
Mail bailolB, 

Applications. 
Subscribed to before notary public, 

117·20·8. 

NOTICE. 
Barrington. 

Town meetings. 
Adjournment to indoor facility located 

outside town, §45·3·3.1. 

NOTICES, 
Districts. 

Notice of division or red.ivision into 
districts. §l7·11·2. 

Primary elections. il7-IS-l7. 

o 

OATHS, 
Attorney general. 

Administration of oath. Const. R. I., 
Art. III, 15. 

Oath of office of general officers. Canst. 
R. I., Art. III, 13. 

Canvas8ing authorities. 
Power to administer oaths, U7·8-7. 

Constitution of Rhode Island. 
Administration, Canst. R. I., Art. fII. 

15. 
General assembly. 

Oath of office of members. Const. R. 
I .. Art. III, 14. 

General officers. Conat. R. I.. Art. III. 
!3. 

Judges. Const. R. I.. Art. 1II. §4. 
General assembly. 

Oath of office of members. Const. R. I.. 
Art, III, 14. 

Administration of oath. Const. R. I.. 
Art. III, 15, 

Govemor. 
Oath of office of general officers. C onat. 

R, I .. Art. UI, 13. 
Administration. Conat. R. I., Art. m. 

15. 

Supp, 2192 

OATH~ont'd 
Judges. 

Oath of office. Canst. R. t. Art. III. §4. 
Administration of oath, Const. R. I.. 

Art. III, 15. 
lJeutenant govemor. 

Oath of office of general officers. Const. 
R. I .. Art. III. 13. 

Administration of oath, Const. R. I.. 
Art, 1II, 15. 

Moderators. §17·11·5. 
Municipal corporations. 

Town and city officers. §45·4·11. 
Certificate of oath delivered to officer. 

145·4·12. 
PubUc officers and employees. 

Oath of office of general officers. Const. 
R. L, Art. 1II, 13. 

Administration of oaths. Canst. R.I.. 
Art. 1II, 15. 

Other officers. Const. R. I., Art. Ill. 
14. 

Registration lisu. 
Oath required. as to use of list. §17·6·6. 

Secretary of state. 
Oath of office of general officers, Canst. 

R. I .. Art. III, 13. 
Administration of oath, Const. R. I.. 

Art. 1II; !5. 
State board of electioDl. 

False swearing. § 17· 7·8. 
Oath of members, 1117.7·4,17·22·9. 

State treasurer. 
Oath of office of general officers. Canst. 

R. L, Art. 1II, 13. 
Administration of oath. Canst. R. I., 

Art. III. .5. 
OPENING OF POLLS, 

Time for. §l7·18·1O. 

ORDINANCES, 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Continuance. 
Transitional provisions, Canst. R. I., 

Art. XV, 11. 

P 

PARDONS, 
Constitution of Rbode Islud. 

Governor, Const. R. I., Art. IX. §l3. 
Governor. Canst. R. I.. Art. IX. §l3. 

PARKING, 
Constitution of Rbode Island. 

Eminent domain. 
Local off·street parking facilities. 

General assembly may authorize. 
Const. R. I., Art. VI. §20. 

Eminent domain. 
Local off·street parking facilities. 

General assembly may authorize. 
Const. R. I .. Art. VI, §20. 
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PARKING-Con,'d 
General assembly. 

Local off-street parking facilities. 
Eminent domain. Const. R. I., Art. 

VI. 120. 

PARKS AND RECREATIONAL AREAS. 
Constitution of Rhode [.dand. 

Eminent domain. 
General assembly may authorize, 

Cons,. R. I.. Art. VI. 119. 
Eminent domain. 

General assembly may authorize. 
Const. R. I., Art. VI. 119. 

General assembly, 
Eminent domain. 

Taking of property for, Const. R. I., 
Art. VI. 119. 

PAROLE. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Public officers and employees. 
Disqualification upon conviction or 

plea of nolo contendere. 
Requalification following parole, 

Const. R. l.. Art. In. 12. 
Public office'" and employee •. 

Disqualification upon conviction or plea 
of nolo contendere. 

Requalification following parole. 
Const. R. I.. Art. In. 12. 

PARTIES. 
Political pardes. 

See POUTICAL PARTIES. 

PEACE CORPS. 
Registration of Peace COrpl 

voluntee .... §17·9·25. 

PENALTIES. 
Advertiainl violatioM. §17.23-3. 
Affidavits. 

False affidavits, §l7-19-27. 
Ballou. 

Sample ballots. 
Tampering with. U7·19-"3. 

Bribery or intimidation of voters. 
§! 7·23·5. 

Campaigtt contribudolU and 
ezpenditurel reporting act. 

Penalties for violations of chapter, 
117.25.13. 

Certificate. of election. 
Failure to furnish. §17·23·8. 

COD.titutioa of Rhode Itland. 
Fines. 

Excesaive fines. 
Prohibited. Const. R. I .• Art. I, 18. 

Election officiala. 
Violations by officials generally I 

117·23·10. 
Voting machines. 

Officer tampering with machine. 
§17·19-44. 

PENAL TIES-Cont'd 
Employers and employee •. 

Improper influence by employers. 
§l7·23·6. 

FaJlIMI e.ffidavita, §17·19·27. 
Federal voting right.. act. 

Denial of certain rights. 42 U.S.C. 
§1973aa·3. 

Eighteen-year-old voting age. 
Enforcement of twenty.sixth 

amendment. 42 U.S.C. §1973bb. 
Finel. 

Excessive fines. 
Prohibited. 

Constitutional provisions. Const. R. 
I.. Art. I. 18. 

Fraud. 
Fraudulent election returns. §17·19 .... S. 
Fraudulent voting, §l7·23-4. 
Voting machines. 

False instructiOn! aa to operation of 
machines. §l7-19-46. 

Gamblina' referenda. 
Political action committee. 

Violationa of provisioO!l, § 17-25.1.2, 
Mail bailo ... 

Violationa of chapter. 117-20-30. 
Mbdemeanon. §17-26-2. 

Petty miademeanors. § 17 -26-3. 
NOminatiODL 

Nomination papers. 
Violations aa to papers or 

withdrawals, 117·23·9. 
OffIcials. 

Violations by public officers. §l7-19-4L 
Petty miademeanon. §l7-26-3, 
PoHlicai advertilinl. 117·23·14. 
PoUtica! parties. 

Emblelll8, 
Protection of emblems. 

Violations, §l7·23.9. 
Pr-otection of names of major parties. 

Violation. §l7·23·7. 
RetWratioa. 

Affidavits. 
Making false affidavits. 117·9·21. 

Lists, 
Violations of provisiona, § 17-6-7. 

&_117.22·9. 
Disturbance of proceedings, §17-22-3. 
Fraudulent returns. U7-19-45, 

Ria'ht to vote. 
Federal voting rigbta act, 

Denial of certain righta, 42 U.S.C. 
119731U1·3. 

Eigbteen-year-old voting age. 
Enforcement of twenty-sixth 

amendment, 42 U.S.C. 
§1973bb. 

Town meetings. 
Illegal town meetings. §11-43-4. 

VloladoM. 
Public officers, fl7-19-41. 
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PENALTIES-Cont'd 
Votertl. 

Bribery or intimidation, § 17 ·23·5. 
Voting. 

Fraudulent voting, § 17 ·23-4. 
Repeat voting. §17·23-4. 
Voting in another name, §l7-23-4. 

Voting machine.. 
False instructions as to operation of 

voting machines. §l7·19-46. 
Keys. 

Duplicates. §17·19·47. 
Police. 

Tampering with machines. §l7-19-44. 
Tampering with voting machines. 

117·19-42. 
Officer tampering with voting 

machine. 117·1944. 

PERMANENT REGISTRATION ACT, 
1117·9·1 to 17·9·27. 

See REGISTRATION. 

PETITIONS. 
Canvuaing liaia. 

Order entering name on lists. 
117·10-13. 

Petitions appealing striking of name 
from list, 1117·\0·12, 17·\0·13. 

Municipal corporatloD.l. 
Home rule for cities and towns. 

Charters. 
Filing charter petitions to 

bicameral legislative bodies. 
Const. R. I., Art. XIII, 19. 

Nominatione. 
Right to nominate by petition 

preserved. §17-1S...&O. 
Sipatw<oo, 

Qualifications of person obtaining 
signature •• § 17·23-12. 

PLURALITY. 
Election when DO candidate receivee 

plurallty, Const. R. I., Art. IV, 13. 
Required, Const. R. I., Art. IV, 12. 

POLlCE, 
Pollin8 place& 

Presence of police offieen. §i7 -19-2l. 
Voting machiDea. 

Guarding machines until resumption of 
custody by board, 117·19-35. 

POLITICAL PARTIES, 
Caucuae •. 

Replaced by primaries, §I7·1S·6. 
C ....... e of desipatioo. 117·9·27. 
Cbecke .. al POllin8 places, 117·19·22. 

Primary elections. 
Appointment, § 17-15-13. 

Committees. 
Acting in other contingencies. §l7·12·5. 
Candidates. 

Endorsementa of local candidates. 
117·12-4. 

Supp. 2192 

POLITICAL PARTlES-Cont'd 
COmmittee.--cont'd 

City committees. 
Appointment, §17.12.7. 
Composition. §17·12.7. 
Endorsements. §l7·12.11. 
Failure to endorse, H7.12·12.2. 
Officers, §17·12·9. 
Organization. §17-12-9. 
Vacancies. §§17-12-12, 17·12-12.l. 

Composition. §17-12-2. 
Delegation of powers, § 17-12·3. 
District committees. 

Appointment. §17·12·7. 
Compoaition, §17·12·7. 
Organization. §17·12·9. 

Endonement by local committees, 
117·12·11. 

Endoraement of candidates by 
committee, §17·l2-12.2. 

Failure to endorse. §17·12·12.2. 
Management by committees. §17-12-10. 
National committees. 

Election of delegates to national 
conventions. 

Rulea of national committees. 
117·12.1·15. 

Officers. 
City committees. §l7-12·9. 
District committees. §17·12-9. 
Lists of officers and members. 

117·12·9. 
Powen. 

Delegation. §17-12-3. 
Generally. §l7-12-2. 

Qualifications of members. § 17 ·12-8. 
Selection. §l7-12-1. 
Tenns of members. §17-12-8. 
Town committees. 

Election. §l7-12-6. 
Vacancies in committees. §17.12·10. 
Ward committees. 

Election. §l7·12·6. 
Failure to make endorsements. 

117·12'12.2. 
ConventioD8. 

Replaced by primaries. §l7·15·6. 
State conventions. §l7-12-13. 

Deflned,117·1·2. 
Delegates to national convention. 

Ballots. 
Form, 117·12.1-11. 
Paper ballots, §17·12.1·13. 

Date of primaries. §17·12.1·1. 
Declaration ofeandidacy. §l7·12.1·3. 

Preparation of nomination papers. 
117·12.1·5. 

Definitions. §17·12.1·12. 
Designation of winning delegates. 

117·12.1'9. 
Election of delegates. §17·12·14. 
National committee rules. §l7-12.1-15. 
Nomination papers. 

Certification. §17·12.1·7. 
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POLmCAL PARTlES-Cont'd 
Delegates to nationaJ convention 

_Cont'd 
Nomination papera--Cont'd 

Checking, 117,12.1·7. 
Number of signers required. 

117·12.1·6. 
Preparation. §l7.12.1·5. 
Signing not to affect rights of 

ele<lora, 117·15·25, 
Number of delegates. §l7·12.l·9. 

Number elected, 117·12.1·2. 
Number of signers required. §17·12.1-6. 
Preparation of nomination papers, 

§l7·12.1·5. 
Presidential candidates, §17-12.1-4. 
Presidential preference primary. 

§l7·12.1·8. 
Provisions applicable, §l7.12.1·16. 
Recount. §17-12.1-14. 
Vacancies. 

Filling vacancies. §l7·12.1-10. 
Emblem •• §l7.19·9. 

Protection of emblems. §17·23·9. 
FelonioU8 conduct. §17-23-17. 
Management by committee •• §l7.12-10. 
party de.lpatloD. §l7·9·26, 

Change of designation. §l7-9-27. 
Posten. ruen and circulan. 

Signatures required, § 17-23-2. 
Primary elections. 

Checkera. §l7·15·22. 
Disqualification by activity in other 

party, §17-15-24. 
Identification of party voters, §l7·15-21. 
Party officials. 

Appointment, §17-15-13. 
Vacancies among nominees. 

Filling, 117·15·38. 
Voting lista. 

Consolidated: list for each party, 
117.13·4, 

Furnishing lists to parties. §17-13-5. 
ProtecdOD or names of major parties. 

§l7·23·7. 
Violations. 

Penalty,117.23·7. 
ReglmatloD ""ta. 

Furnishing to political parties. 
§l7·9·23. 

Votinl machines. 
Emblema.117.19·9. 
Levers, §I7-19-15. 

WardeD.II. 
Sel~on of wardens and clerks in 

cities, §I7.ll-ll. 

POLLING PLACES. 
Aged penon .. 

Accessibility, §17·19·3.2. 
An'llDIement of polling' places, 

§l7·19·21. 
Deftned.117·1·2. 
Equipment, 117·19·21. 

POLLING PLACES-Cont'd 
Guard rails. §l7-19-2l. 
Handicapped persons. 

Accessibility, §§17.19·3.1. 17-19-3.2. 
Instruction of voters, § 17 ·19-26. 
Opening. jl7·18·10. 
Police. 

Presence of police. H7·19-21. 
PoUtical literature and influence at 

poWng place. § 17·19-49. 
Political parties. 

Literature and influence at polling 
places, §l7-19-49. 

Representatives of parties at polling 
places, §17-19.22. 

RUDDen, §17-19.22. 
Primary elections. 

Appointment, §17.15-13. 
Sips. 117·19·21. 
Sound equipment. 

Prohibited near polling places, 
117.23·13. 

Supervisors. 
Powers and duties generally. § 17-19·23. 

Surveying or pol1il1g of voter opinion. 
117·23·15. 

Telephones. 
Required. §l7·19.3.3. 

WardeD.II. 
Powers and duties generally. §17-19·23. 

Watchen. §17-19-22. 
Primary elections. 

Appointment. § 17.15·13. 

PRESIDENTIAL AND VICE. 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 

Certificates required by federal law. 
Governor to make and furnish to 

electors, 117·4·12, 
Electors. 

Governor and secretary of state to 
attend meetings of electors, 
117·4·12. 

Meeting of electors. §l7-4-11. 
Time and manner of voting, §17-4-IO. 
Vacancies, §17·4-ll. 

Governor. 
Attendance at meetings of electors, 

117-4·12. 
Irregular tlcketa. §l7·19·31. 
Plurality required. 117·4·10. 
SecretarY of state. 

Attendance at meeting!! of electors. 
§l7·4·12. 

Time and manner of voting. §17-4-10. 

PRESUMPTIONS. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Presumption of innocence, Const. R. I.. 
Art. I. 114. 

Innocence. 
Constitutional provisions. Const. R. I., 

Art. I, §i4. 

Supp. 2!92 -~ . .J 
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PRETENDED ELECTION. 
Acceptance of office by. 

Penalty. 11l-43·6. 

PRIMARY ELECTIONS. 
Affidavits. 

Challenging person's right to vote, 
§l7·15·26. 

Officials required to make affidavits, 
117·15·14. 

Voters not listed, §17·15·23. 
Voting lists. 

Error in lists. §17·13·2. 
AppUcatioD of election law generally. 

117-15·43. 
Ballots. 

Identification of party voters. § 17·15·21. 
Labels. 

Listing of candidates on labels. 
§ 17 ·15·8. 

Listing of candidates on ballots and 
ballot labels. §l7·15·8. 

Offices Ii~ted on ballot when any 
contest exists. §17·15-12. 

Use of paper ballots. §l7·15·1O. 
Campaign contributions and 

expenditure, reporting act. 
Public financing of election campaigns. 

117·25·21. 
Candidate •. 

Listing on ballots and ballot labels. 
117-15·8. 

Nomination at primaries, § 17·15· 7. 
Certificate. of nomination. §§ 17·15·30, 

17-15·31. 
Challenge aa to right to vote. 

117·15·26. 
Clerk •. 

Appointment, § 17 -15-13. 
Conducted in same manner 88 general 

eleetloM.I17·15·20. 
Contest. 

Dispensation with primary when no 
contest. §17-15-1l. 

Offices listed on ballot when any 
contest exists. §17-15-12. 

Date of primaries. §l7-1S-1. 
Regular primary date falling on 

religious holiday, §17·15-2. 
Defined. 117·1·2. 
Dispensation with primary when no 

contest. 117·15·11. 
Districts. 

Combination of voting districts, 
117·15·5. 

Election official •. 
Appointment. §17-IS-13. 

Filing of state and city nominatiol1ll. 
§17·15·36. 

Hearings. 
Recounts or protest. §17·15·35. 

Holidays. 
Regular primary date falling on 

religious holiday. § 17-15·2. 

Supp. 2192 

PRIMARY ELECTlON~ont'd 
Identification of party voters. 

!l7 ·15·21. 
Inspectors. 

Appointment, §I7·IS·13. 
Moderator •• 

Appointment. §17·IS-I3. 
Municipal primarie •. 

When held. H 7·15·4. 
Nominations. 

Filing of state and city nominations, 
§l7·15·36. 

Filing of town nominations, §17-IS-37. 
Right to nominate by petition 

preserved. 117·15·40. 
Vacancies among nominees. §17·15·38. 

Notice of primaries. §l7-I5·17. 
~umber of votes required. to nominate 

or elect. §I7-IS-29. 
Officials. 

Affidavits. 
Required. 117·15·14. 

Appointment. §17·1S-13. 
Challenging right to vote. §17·1S-26. 
Compensation. §17·15·1S. 
Identification of party voters. §17-15-21. 
Impartiality, §17-15·27. 
Party checkers. §17-15·22. 
Powers and duties generally. §I7-lS·IS. 
Qualifications. § 17 ·15·14. 
Vacancies among officials. §17·15·16. 

Petitions. 
Recount petition. §l7-15·34. 

Political partie •. 
Checkers, §l7-lS-22. 

Appointment, § 17 ·15-13. 
Disqualification by activity in other 

party. §17-1s·24. 
Identification of party voters. §17-15·21. 
Party officials. 

Appointment. §I7-lS·13. 
Runners. 

Appointment. §17-ls·13. 
Vacancies among nominees. 

Filling, §17·15·38. 
Voting lists. 

Consolidated list for each party. 
§l7-13-4. 

Furnishing lists to parties. §I7-13-5. 
Watchers. 

Appointment. §l7·1S·13. 
Protest. §17·15·34. 

Hearing on protest. § 17 ·15·35. 
Public financing of election 

campaigns, §17·25-21. 
Reeord •. 

Preservation. § 17-15-39. 
Recounts. H7·15·34. 

Hearing on recount, § 17 ·15·35. 
Return •. 

State returns. § 17·15-31. 
Tabulation of local returns, §l7·1S·30. 
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PRIMARY ELECTlON~on"d 
Rwe •. 

State board to have rule making power, 
§l7·15·44. 

School committee CaUCUI8I. 

Unaffected by chapter, §l7-15-4l. 
Secretary of scate. 

Duties as to, §l7 -6-2. 
Listing of candidates on ballots and 

ballot labels. 
Duties, §l7.15-8, 

Siale voling. !l7·15·9. 
Sound equipmeDt.117.15.27. 
Special election •. 

Procedure in primaries for special 
elections. § 17-13·3. 

State board of election •. 
Recommendations for amendment of 

laws. 117·15-44. 
Rule making power, § 17.15.44. 

Supervisors. 
Appointment, §17·15.13. 

Tie vole. 117·15·33. 
Vacancies amollillomineel, §l7-15-38. 
Voling hour>. 117·15·28. 
Voling lim. 

Affidavit and examination of voter not 
listed. §l7·15·23. 

Affidavits of errors. §l7-13-2. 
Candidates. 

Lists furnished to candidates, 
117·13·5. 

Consolidated list for each party, 
§17·13-4. 

Errors. 
Affidavits of errors, §17·13·2. 

Furnishing lists to parties and 
candidates. § 17·13·5. 

Parties. 
Consolidated list for each party, 

§l7·13-4. 
Lists furnished, §17-13-5. 

Posting, §l7.13·L 
Preparation. §l7 ·13·1. 
Special elections. . 

Procedure in primaries for special 
elections. §l7·13·3. 

Voting machines. 
Apportionment. § 17·15·18. 

Voting placeo.117·15·13. 
Arrangement and paraphernalia at 

voting places. §l7·15·19. 
Hours of operation. §17·15·28. 

Wardens. 
Appointment. §17-15·13. 

PRISONS AND PRISONERS. 
Absentee voting. 

Application by persons detained or 
imprisoned, §17 -20·2.1. 

Lo •• of righte by prisoners. 
Public officers. 

Forfeiture of public office upon final 
conviction, §l3·6-2.1. 

PRISONS A"'i'D PRISONE~ont'd 
Public officers and employee._ 

Forfeiture of public office upon final 
conviction, §13·6·2.1. 

PROBATE JUDGES. 
Election and powers. §8.9-4. 

PROBATION. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Public officera and employees. 
Disqualification upon conviction or 

plea of nolo contendere. 
Requalification following probation, 

Cons,. R. I" An. III. §2. 
Public office" and employee •. 

Code of e'hiea. Cons,. R. I.. An. III. 18. 
Disqualification upon conviction or plea 

of nolo contendere. 
Requalification following probation, 

Cons,. R. I" An. III. 12. 

PROVIDENCE. CITY OF. 
Con.titution of Rhode [.land. 

Justices of the peace. 
Election. Canst. R. I., Art. X. §7. 

Elections. 
Justices of the peace, Canst. R. 1., Art. 

X.17. 
Ju.tice. of the peace. 

Election, Canst. R. I., Art. X. §7. 

PUBLICATION. 
Campaign contribution. and 

expenditure. reporting act. 
Postaudit of accounts, §l7·25·27. 

PUBLIC FINANCING OF ELECTION 
CAMPAIGNS. 

Con.titutional provi.ion •• Const. R. I., 
An. IV. §lO. 

General provi.ion •. 
See CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS 

AND EXPENDITURES 
REPORTING ACT. 

PUBLIC OFFICERS AND 
EMPWYEES. 

Conatitution of Rhode Island. 
Ethical conduct. 

Code of ethics. Canst. R. I., Art. m, 
§8. 

Implementing legislation for, Canst. 
R. I.. Art. XV. 14. 

Ethics commission, Canst. R. I .• Art. 
III. §8. 

Implementing legislation for, Canst. 
R. I .. An. XV. 14. 

Implementing legislation for. Const. 
R. I .. An. XV. §4. 

Required. Cons,. R. I .. Art. III. 17. 
Felonies. 

Disqualification upon conviction or 
plea of nolo contendere, Const. R. 
1.. An. III. 12. 

Supp.2:92 
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'UBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 
-Cont'd 

Constitution of Rhode 1I1and-Cont'd 
General assembly, 

Continuance of office until successors 
qualify. 

Assembly may provide for, Const. 
R. I., Art, VI, §l3, 

Holding of office under other 
governments, Const. R. I.. Art. III, 
§6, 

Misdemeanors. 
Disqualification upon conviction or 

plea of nolo contendere. Const. R. 
I., Art, Ill, §2. 

Parole. 
Disqualification upon conviction or 

plea of nolo contendere. 
Requalification following parole, 

Const. R. I., Art. Ill, 12. 
Probation. 

Disqualification upon conviction or 
plea of nolo contendere. 

Requalification following probation. 
Consl. R. I., Art. Ill, 12. 

Qualifications for office, Const. R. I.. 
Art. Ill, I I. 

Conviction or plea of nolo contendere. 
Disqualification. Const. R. I., Art. 

Ill, 12. 
Requalification follOWing sentence, 

probation or parole. Const. R 
l., Art. Ill, 12. 

Sentencing. 
Disqualification upon conviction or 

plea of nolo contendere. 
Requalification follOWing sentence, 

Const. R. I.. Art. Ill. §2. 
Succession to office. 

Continuance in office until successors 
qualify, Const. R. 1.. Art. VI. §13. 

Transitional provisions. 
Continuation of officeholders. Const. 

R. I., Art. XV, 13. 
Dual office bolding. Const. R. I., Art. 

III, 16. 
Ethics. 

Code of ethics. Const. R. I., Art. Ill. §8, 
Commission. 

Constitution of Rhode Island. 
General provisions, Const, R. I.. 

Art. Ill, lB. 
Implementing legislation for, Const. 

R. I., Art. XV, 14. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Ethical conduct. 
Code of ethics. Const. R. I.. Art. Ill. 

lB. 
Implementing legislation, Const. 

R. l., Art. XV, 14. 
Ethics commission. Const. R. I.. 

Art. III, lB. 
Implementing legislation. Const. 

R. I., Art. XV, 14. 

Supp.2I92 

PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 
-Cont'd 

Ethic.......cont·d 
Constitution of Rhode Island-Cont'd 

Ethical conduct-Cont'd 
Required, Consl. R. l., Art. 111. lB. 

Implementing legislation. Const, 
R. I., Art. XV, !4. 

Ethical conduct, Const, R. I.. Art. 1II. 
17. 

Felony convictioDfl. 
Administrator of courts. 

Report to secretary of state, §8-15-8. 
Disqualification upon conviction or plea 

of nolo contendere. Const. R. I.. Art. 
Ill, 12. 

Requalification following sentence. 
probation or parole. Const, R. I.. 
Art. III, !2. 

General &lAmbly. 
Succession to office. 

Continuance in office until successors 
qualify. 

Assembly may provide for, Const, 
R. I., Art. VI. 113. 

Miademeanorl. 
Disqualification upon conviction or plea 

of nolo contendere. Const. R. I., Art. 
III, 12. 

Requalification following sentence, 
probation or parole. Const, R. I.. 
Art. lll, !2. 

Municipal and state employees 
holdina elective public office. 
§l7·1·5.1. 

Oaths. 
Oath of office of general officers. Const. 

R. I., Art. lll, 13. 
Administration of oaths. Const, R. 1.. 

Art. lll, 15. 
Other officers. Const. R. I., Art. III. 

§4. 
Parole. 

Disqualification upon conviction or plea 
of nolo contendere. 

Requalification following parole. 
Consl. R. I.. Art. lll, \2. 

PrilOna and prilODerl. 
Forfeiture of public office upon final 

conviction. §13·6-2.1. 
Probation. 

Disqualification upon conviction or plea 
of nolo contendere. 

Requalification following probation. 
Consl. R. I., Art. lll, 12. 

Qua1iftcation for office. Const. R. I.. 
Art. III, \ I. 

Conviction or plea of nolo contendere. 
Disqualification. Const. R. I.. Art. III, 

12. 
Requalification following sentence, 

probation or parole. Const, R. I., 
Art. lll, §2. 
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PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES 
-Cont'd 

Sentencing. 
Disqualification upon conviction of plea 

of nolo contendere. 
Requalification following sentence, 

Const. R. I., An. Ill, §2. 
Succession to office. 

Continuance in office until successors 
qualify. 

General assembly may provide for, 
Const. R. I., An. VI, 113. 

Usurpation. 
Acceptance of office by virtue of 

pretended election. 
Penalty, Hl-43·6. 

Unlawful exercise of functions of state 
office. 

Penalty, § 11·43·7. 

PUBLIC PROPERTY. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

General assembly. 
Appropriating for local or private 

purposes. 
Vote required to pasa. Const. R. I., 

An. VI, Ill. 
General .lIembly. 

Appropriating for local or private 
purposes. 

Vote required to pass, Const. R. I., 
An. VI, Ill. 

PURCHASES. 
Secretary of atate. 

Printing, advertising and election 
expenses, §37·2·74. 

Q 

QUARTERING OF SOLDIERS. 
Constitution of Rhode Island, Const. R. 

I., An. I, §l9. 

QUESTIONS SUBMlTl'ED TO 
ELECTORATE. 

Amendmenu to constitution. Const. R. 
I., An. XIV, 12. 

Ballo .. , 
Computer ballots. 

Language contained upon. §l7·5·S. 
Manner of voting. §l7-5-4. 

Designation of questions upon ballot. 
117·5·5. 

Language contained. on computer 
ballots. § 17-5-5. 

Manner of voting. §17-5-4. 
Constitutional and public que,tiou. 

117·5·1. 
Special referenda elections. §17·5·1.1. 

Count of votes, §l7-S-6. 
Declaration of re.ulte. § 17 ·5-6. 
Districts. 

Combination of voting districts, 
117-11·1.1. 

QUESTIONS SUBMI'ITED TO 
ELECTORATE-Conrd 

Governor. 
Questions ordered by governor, § 1 i -5-2. 

Manner of voting, §17-5-1. 
Ordered by governor, §l7·S·2. 
Publication of questions to be 

submitted. Hi·S·3. 

R 

RACIAL MINORITIES. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Discrimination. 
Prohibited, Const. R. l.. Art. I, 12. 

Discrimination. 
Prohibited. Const. R. 1., Art. I, §2. 

RACING. 
Harness r-acing facility in town of 

Burrillville, 141·9·4. 

RECORDATION. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Home rule for cities and towns. 
Charter certificates. Canst. R. I.. An. 

XllI, §l0. 
Municipal corporations. 

Home rule for cities and towns. 
Charter certificate. Const. R. I.. 

An. XlII, 110. 

RECORDS. 
Canvassing lists of qualified voters. 

Striking names. §17-10·9. 
Confidentiality of information. 

Medical reeords. 
Disclosures. §5-37.3-4. 

Medical records. 
Confidentiality of information. 

Disclosures. §5-37.3-4. 
Primary elections. 

Preservation of primary records. 
117·15-39. 

Vital records. 
See VITAL RECORDS. 

REDEVELOPMENT. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

General assembly. 
Powers. Const. R. I .• Art. VI. §lB. 

General assembly. 
Powers. Const. R. I.. Art. VI. §lB. 

REFERENDA. 
General provi8ions. 

See QUESTIONS SUBMITTED TO 
ELECTORATE. 

REGISTRATION, 
AffIdavi". 

Making false affidavits. §l7·9·21. 
Agenta. 

Appointment of local registration 
agents. §17.9·5. 

Jurisdiction. § 17 ·9-5.2. 
Qualifications. § 17 -9-5.2. 

Supp.2'92 
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REGISTRATIO~-Cont'd 
Agents-Cont'd 

Registrars. 

REGISTRATION-Cont'd 

Automatic reappointment as 
regl;;tration agent. ~ 17-9·5.1. 

State·wlde registration agents. 
H 7·9·5.1. 

Board of elections. 
Establishment of registration systems, 

~17·9·2. 

Forms. 
Duty to furnish forms. H 7 -9·2. 

Boundaries. 
Change of registration records on 

change of voting district 
boundaries. H7-10·l7. 

Cancellation of registration. 
Failure to vote within five calendar 

years. ~17·1O-1. 
Cards. 

Canvassing lists of qualified voters. 
Removal by local boards. Hi-lO-IS. 
Use at polls. H7-10·IS. 

Completion and signing. H7-9·8. 
Custody. §li·9-14. 
Duplicate cards. 

Posting, ~1i·19-48. 
Filing. ~ 17 -9-13. 
Form. ~li·9-6. 

Change of address. 
Notice to city or town of previous 

address. H 7·9·17. 
Procedure. ~ Ii -9-16. 
Re-registration. § 17 -9-17. 

Change of name. ~li·9-18. 
Citizenship. 

Proof of naturalization or citizenship. 
Hi-9-9. 

Citizens residing outside the United 
States. 

Absentee registration. § 17-21.1-2. 
Eligibility to register. H 7-21.1-2. 
Procedure on registration, H 7-21.1·3. 

Closing registration proceeding 
elections. H 7·9·3. 

Constitutional provisions generally. 
Const. R. I., Art. II. §2. 

Duplicate cards. 
Posting. H 7-19-48. 

Duplicate voter registration 
infonnation. 

Form and means for obtaining and 
retaining. H 7 -9·2.1. 

Eligibility to vote. §I7·1·3. 
Evening registration meetings. § 17 ·9-4. 

Cities and towns with population of 
thirty thousand or less. § Ii -9·4.2. 

False certificates in registration. 
H7-9·12. 

Supp. '292 

Felons. 
Registration cards. 

Certification by registrant that 
registrant not serving sentence 
upon final conviction of felony. 
H7-9·6. 

Restoration of rights, Canst. R. I.. Art. 
II. H. 

Forms. 
Cards, H 7-9·6. 
Duty of state board to furnish. §Ii ·9·2. 

Fraud. Hi-9-12. 
High schools. 

Registration drives at high schools. 
Principal's duties. H 7 ·9·4.1. 

Identification of voter at time of 
registration. ~17·1·3.2. 

Lists. 
Availability. §17-6-10. 
Canvassing authorities. 

Secretary of state to furnish, § 17 ·6-8. 
Form. H 7·6·12. 
Not deemed official. §I7 ·6·11. 
Oath required as to use of list. § 17 ·6·6. 
Penalty for violating provisions. 

§17·6·7. 
Political parties. 

Furnishing to political parties, 
H7·9·23. 

Request for registration lists. 
Deemed public record, H 7·6·9. 

Secretary of state. 
Providing to political parties and 

candidates. § 17 ·6·5. 
Local boards. 

Evening registration meetings, H 7·9·4. 
Cities and towns with population of 

thirty thousand or less. § 17 ·9-4.2. 
Periods when local boards receive 

registrations. § 17 ·9·3. 
Local registration agents. § 17 ·9·5. 
Method of registering. § 17 ·9· 7. 
Military affairs. 

Members of anned forces or merchant 
marine. 

Exemption from registration. 
§! 7·20·4. 

Peace Corps registration. § 17 ·9·25. 
Proof of registry in another town. 

~ 17 ·9·20. 
Receipt of registration. 

Required to be furnished registrant. 
§l7·9·7. 

Records. 
Certified copies. H 7·10·23. 
Change of name on record. § 17·9·17. 
Change of records on change of voting 

boundaries. H7·10·17. 
Custody. H7·9·14. 
Public. §I7 ·9·15. 
Tampering with records. §17·9·24. 

Required to vote. §l 7-9-1. 
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REGISTRATION-Cont'd 
Re·registratioD, § 17 ·9·17. 

Notice to city or town of previous 
• ddress, § 17·9·17. 

Secretary of state. 
Central registration register. 

Appointment of assistants, §42-8·22. 
Providing registration lists to political 

parties and candidates, § 17 ·6-5. 
Servicemen'. dependents. U7·9·1L 
Shut.in vote". U7-9-1O. 
Signatures. 

Space for voter to print legal name, 
117·1.2.1. 

Single registration, 117 -9-19. 
State departments and 8gencie •. 

Registration of voters by. §42·6-14. 
State-wide I'01IIatraliOD ",eDIe, 

117.9·5.1. 
Sunday. and holldayo, 

Time for recei ving registrations. 
117.9.3. 

Temporary certificates. §17-19.28. 
Public """,rd>, 117.19-29. 

Time for receiving registratione. 
117.9·3. 

Voter rqiatraUoD list, Const. R. I.. Art. 
lV,18. 

Voters making mark: rather than 
BiJPlBt\Ue,117.19·30. 

RELIGION. 
COD8titutiOD of Rhode bJand. 

Freedom of religion, Const. R. I.. Art. I. 
§3. 

Primary eiectiona. 
Regular primary date falling on 

religious holiday. §17·15-2. 
Religious holiday •. 

Elections falling on religious holidays. 
117.18·5.1. 

Primary elections. §17-15-2. 

REPORTS, 
Campaip contributloD8 and expenee... 

Campaign contributions and 
expenditures reporting act. 

See CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS 
AND EXPENDITURES 
REPORTING ACT. 

Constitutional provisions. Const. R. I.. 
Art. lV, 19. 

REPRIEVES. 
Governor. 

Power to grant. Const. R. I .• Art. IX. H. 

RESIDENCE. 
Federal yoliDr righle act. 

Residence requirements for voting. 42 
U.S.C.11973 .. ·1. 

Penalty for violations. 42 U.S.C. 
§1973 .. ·3. 

VoliD, purpoeeo. 
Constitutional provisions. Const. R. I.. 

Art. II, 12. 

RESULTS. 
Certification of results to governor 

aDd .... " .. ,tary ofotate, §l7·22-6 . 
Declaration of reswts, §l7-19-34. 
Public questions aubmitted to 

electorate. 
Declaration of results. § 17 -5.6. 

Towns Dot dJvided. into districts, 
§l7·19·34. 

RETURNS. 
Books of record of votes, §17·22-7. 
Certification of results. 

State board to certify results to 
governor and secretary of state. 
117·22·8. 

Disturbance of proceeding's. 117·22-3. 
Penalty, 117·22·3. 

Forms. 
State board to prepare and furnish, 

§l7·19·11. 
ForwardiDg of returDo, §I7·19·33. 
Fraudulent rehlr'lU, §17·19·45. 

Penalties. 117·19-45. 
InveBtigation of returns of local 

board" 117·22·4. 
Oaths. 

State board members and aae.istants. 
117·22·9. 

Penalties. 
ViolatiotUJ generally. 117-22·9. 

Persons permJtted within raUed apace, 
117·22·2. 

PubUc lessions for counting, 117-22·2. 
Recording and .igni.ng, 117·19-32. 
Sheriff,. 

Deputy sheriffs to attend sessions. 
117·22·3. 

State returns. 
Tabulation. 117-19-37. 

Tabulations. 
Commencement and continuance of 

tabulations. §17·19.36. 
Violations. 

Penalty for violations. §17-22·9. 

RIGHT TO VOTE. 
CoDflitutional provisions, Canst. U. S .. 

Amd •. XIX, XXVI. 
Federal voting rights act. 

Appeals. 
Denial of certain rights. 

Civil actions by attorney general. 
42 U.S.C. §l973 •• ·2. 

Attorney general. 
Denial of certain rights. 

Civil actions by attorney general, 
42 U.S.C. §I973.a·2. 

Billingual election requirements, 42 
U.S.C. 119733 •• ·1 •. 

Penalty for violations. 42 U.S.C. 
11973 .. ·3. 

Blind penons. 
Voting ssistance for. 42 U.S.C. 

11973 •• ·6. 

Supp. ~9~ 
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RIGHT TO VOTE-Cont'd 
Federal voting rights act---Cont'd 

Confidentiality of infonnation. 
Surveyor compile registration and 

voting statistics. 42 U.S.C. 
§1973aa·5. 

Disabled persons. 
Voting assistance for. 42 U.S.C. 

§1973aa-6. 
Illiterate persons. 

Voting assistance for. 42 U.S.C. 
§197300·6. 

Minors. 
Eighteen-year-old voting age. 

Enforcement of twenty-sixth 
atnendInent. 42 U.S.C. 
11973bb. 

Penalties. 
Denial of certain rights. 42 U.S.C. 

1197300·3. 
Depriving or attempting to deprive 

person of certain rights. 42 
U.S.C. §l97300·3. 

Eighteen·year-old voting age. 
Enforcement of twenty-sixth 

81DendJnent, 42 U.S.C. 
§l973bb. 

Residence requirements for voting. 42 
U.S.C.1197300·1. 

Penalty for violations, 42 U.S.C. 
§i973as-a. 

Severability of provisions. 42 U.S.C. 
§l973aa-4. 

Survey to compile registration and 
voting statistics, 42 U.S.C. 
§1973aa-5. 

Test or device. 
Defined. 42 U.S.C. 1197300. 
Denial of right for failure to comply 

with. 42 U.S.C. §1973aa. 
Judicial relief. 42 U.S.C. §1973aa·2. 
Penolty. 42 U.S.C. !l97300·3. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS. 
Board. 01 elections. 

Power to make. §17.7·5. 
Constitution 01 Rhode Island. 

Continuance. 
Transitional provision. Const. R. I.. 

Art. XV. 11. 

S 

SEALS AND SEALED INSTRUMENTS. 
Commiuion8. 

Sealed with state seal. Const. R. I.. Art. 
IX. 18. 

Constitution 01 Rhode Ialand.. 
Commissions. 

Sealed with state seal. Const. R. J.. 
Art. IX. 18. 

Supp.2I92 

SEARCHES AND SEIZURES. 
Constitution of Rbode hland. 

Right of people against unreasonable 
searches and seizures. Const. R. I.. 
Art. I. 16. 

SECRETARY OF STATE. 
Absentee ballots. 

Duties of secretary. § 17 ·6-4. 
Ballots. 

Duties of secretary as to ballots. 
117·6·3. 

Campaia'D contributions and 
expenditures reporting act. 

Duties. §l7·25·5.1. 
Canvassing authorities. 

Furnishing list of registrants to 
canvassing authorities. § 17 ·6·8. 

Central voter register. §l7·6·1.1. 
Certificate. of election. 

Local elections. 
Statement to secretary. §17·22·5.2. 

Charge., 142·8·20. 
Commissions. 

Attested by. Const. R. I .. Art. IX. 18. 
ConstitutionaJ provisions, Canst. R. I.. 

Art. IV. 11. 
Constitution of Rbode Island, Canst. R. 

I .. Art. IV. 11. 
Commissions. 

Attested by. Canst. R. I., Art. IX. §8. 
Failure to elect or qualify. 

Election by general assembly. Canst. 
R. I .. Art. IV. 13. 

General assembly. 
Presiding officer in absence of 

lieutenant governor. 
Presides over senate until election 

of member. Canst. R. t, Art. 
VIII. 13. 

Secretary of senate. Canst. R. I.. Art. 
VllI.14. 

Impeachment. 
Executive officers. 

Officers subject to impeachment. 
Const. R. I .. Art. XI. 13. 

Incapacity. 
Election by general assembly. Canst. 

R. I .. Art. IV. 13. 
Powers and duties. Canst. R. I.. Art. IX, 

!l2. 
Term of office. Canst. R. I.. Art. IV. §l. 
Vacancies in office. Canst. R. I.. Art. 

IV. 14. 
Duties, Canst. R. I.. Art. IX. §l2. 
Duties as to elections generally, 

!l7·6·1. 
Elected at general election. §l7 ·2·1. 
Failure to elect or quality. 

General assembly to elect. §17·2·3; 
Conat. R. I .. Art. IV. 13. 

F .... 142·8·20. 
FUing. at office to be original •• 

117·1·7.1. 
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SECRETARY OF STATE-Cont'd 
General assembly. 

Elections by general assembly on 
failure to elect or incapacity of 
persons elected. §l7·2·3: Const. R. 
I., Art. IV, 13. 

Filling vacancies, Const. R. I., Art. IV. 
14. 

Secretary of senate, Const. R. I.. Art. 
YlU, 14. 

Senate. 
Presiding officer in absence of 

lieutenant governor. 
Presides over senate until election 

of member, Const. R. I., Art. 
YlU, 13. 

Impeachment. 
Executi ve officers. 

Officers subject to impeachment. 
Conat. R. I., Art. Xl, 13. 

Incapacity. 
Election by general assembly, Const. R. 

I., Art. lV, 13. 
Mail baU .... 

Issuance of ballots. §17-20-1O. 
Oath •. 

Oath of office of general officers. Const. 
R. I., Art. ill, 13. 

Administration of oath. Const. R. I., 
Art. ill, is. 

Powers. Const. R. I.. Art. IX. § 12. 
Powers .. to elections generally, 

117·6·1. 
Presidential and vice-prelidential 

election •• 
Attendance at meetings of electors. 

117·4·12. 
Primary electioIl8. 

Duties as to, U7-6-2. 
Listing of candidates on ballots and 

ballot labels. 
Duties. §l7-15-8. 

Purchasel. 
Printing. advertising and election 

expenses. §37 -2· 7 4. 
Regiltration. 

Central registration register. 
Appointment of assistants. §42-8·22. 

ROlter. 
Maintenance of central roster, §17·6-1. 

Term of office. §l7·2-L 
Constitutional provisions, Canst. R. I., 

Art. IV, 11. 
Vacanciel in office. §l7·2·5. 

Failure to elect or incapacity. 
Filling vacancy, Const. R. I., Art. IV, 

!3. 
Filling. Canst. R. I.. Art. IV, §4. 

War ballota. 
Duties of secretary, §l7·6-4. 

SELF·INCRIMINATION, 
Constitution of Rhode laland. Canst. R. 

[., Art. I, §l3. 

SENATE, 
See CONGRESS. 

SENTENCING, 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Public officers and employees. 
Disqualification upon conviction or 

plea of nolo contendere. 
Requalification following sentence. 

Const. R. I.. Art. III. §2. 
Public officers and employees. 

Disqualification upon conviction or plea 
of nolo contendere. 

Requalification following sentence. 
Const. R. I .. Art. lll, 12. 

SEX. 
Conatitution of Rhode Island. 

Discrimination by reason of gender. 
Prohibited. Const. R. 1.. Art. I. §2. 

Discrimination by reason of gender. 
Prohibited, Const. R. I .. Art. I. 12. 

SHERIFFS, SERGEANTS AND 
CONSTABLES. 

Assembly. 
Illegal assemblies purporting to 

exercise governmental powers. 
Dispersal. § 11·43-5. 

Returns. 
Deputy sheriffs to attend counting 

sessions. §17·22·3. 

SHORE PRIVILEGES. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Enjoyment continued. Const. R. I.. Art. 
I. !l7. 

Regulation of not public taking, Const. 
R. [., Art. I, §l6. 

SHUT· IN VOTERS, 
Application by shut·in. §l7·20.9. 

Form of application. §l7·20·9. 
Ballots. 

Absentee ballots. §l7·20·9. 
Secretary of state to prepare and 

furnish, § 17 .6-4. 
Regis .... ti .... !l7·9·10. 

SIGNATURES, 
Advertiling. 

Signature and labeling of advertising in 
periodicals, §l7 ·23·1. 

Constitution of Rhode Island. 
Municipal corporations. 

Home rule for cities and towns. 
Charter certificates. 

Signing. Const. R. I.. Art. XlII, 
110. 

Identification of signature for votinr. 
§l7·19·24. 

Mail baU ... , 
Defined, §l7·20·3. 

Municipal corporations. 
Home rule for cities and towns. 

Charter certificates. 
Signing. Canst. R. I.. Art. XIII. flO. 

Supp.2/92 
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SIGNATURES-Cont'd 
POlten. rue" and circulart. §l7·23·2. 
Qualifications of person obtaininl 

signature., §17·23·12. 
Registration. 

Voters registering by making mark 
rather than signature. §17·19·30. 

Returns. §l7·19·32. 
Space for voter to print legal name, 

§l7·1·2.1. 

SLAVERY. 
CODstitution of Rhode Island. 

Prohibited. Const. R. I.. Art. I. 14. 

SOLDLERS. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Quartering. Const. R. I.. Art. I. 119. 
Quartering of soldiere. 

Constitution of Rhocle uland, Conat. R. 
I.. Art. I, 119. 

SOUND EQUIPMENT. 
Primary elections. 117·15·27. 
Problblted near polling place. 

117·23·13. 

SPECIAL ELECTIONS. 
Defined. 117·1·2. 
Districtl. 

Combination of districts. §17·11·1.1. 
General assembly. 

Filling vacancies in general assembly, 
117·3·6. 

Primaries. 117·15·3. 
Procedure in primaries. §l7-13-3. 

Representatives, 
Filling vacancies in office of 

representatives. §174·8. 
Senate. 

Filling senatorial vacancies, §l7-4-9. 

SPECIAL REFERENDA ELECTIONS. 
117·5·1.1. 

SPECIAL STATUTES. 
Effect, 117·1·5. 

SPEECH. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Freedom of speech. Const. R. I.. Art. I. 
121. 

SPEEDY TRIAL. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Rights of accused persons in criminal 
proceedings, Const. R. I., Art. I, 
110. 

STANDARD TIME. 
Effect of time change. §42·5·2. 

STATE DEPARTMENTS AND 
AGENCIES. 

Registration of voters by. §42·6-14. 

STATE ELECTIONS. 
Defined. 117·1·2. 

Supp. 2192 

STATE TREASURER. Const. R. 1.. Art. 
IV. 11. 

Con.titution of Rhode I.land. 
Elections, Const. R. I., Art. IV. §l. 

Failure to elect or Qualify. 
Election by general assembly, 

Const. R. I.. Art. IV, §3. 
Impeachment. 

Executive officers. 
Officers subject to impeachment, 

Const. R.I.. Art. XI. 13. 
Incapacity. 

Election by general assembly, Const. 
R. I .. Art. IV. 13. 

Powers and duties, Const. R. I., Art. IX, 
112. 

Term of office, Const. R. 1., Art. IV, §l. 
Vacancies in office, Const. R. I.. Art. 

IV. 14. 
Dud.s. Const. R.I.. Art. IX. 112. 
Elected at general election, §17·2·1. 
Failure to elect or quality. 

Election by general assembly, §l7·2·3; 
Const. R. I .. Art. IV. 13. 

General auembly. 
Elections by assembly on failure to 

elect or incapacity of person 
elected. §l7·2·3; Const. R. I.. Art. 
IV. 13. 

Vacancies in office. 
Filling. Const. R. I .. Art. IV. !4. 

Impeachment. 
Executive officers. 

Officers subject to impeachment. 
Coost. R. I., Art. Xl. §3. 

Incapacity. 
Election by general assembly, Const. R. 

I .. Art. IV. 13. 
Oath •. 

Oath of office of general officers. COD8t. 
R. I.. Art. Ill. 13. 

Administration of oath, Const. R. I.. 
Art. Ill. 15. 

Powers. Const. R. I.. Art. IX. §l2. 
Term of office. §l7·2·1; Conat. R. I.. Art. 

IV. 11. 
Vacancies in office. §l7·2·5; CODSt. R. I.. 

Art. IV. 14. 
Failure to elect or incapacity. Const. R. 

I .. Art. IV. 13. 

STATISTICS. 
Federal voting rigbtl act. 

Survey to compile registration and 
voting statistics. 42 U.S.C. 
11973 •• ·5. 

STREETS. 
ConatitutiOD of Rbode I.land. 

Eminent domain. 
General assembly may authorize. 

Const. R.I.. Art. VI. 119. 
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STREETS-Cont'd 
Constitution of Rhode Island-Cont'd 

Franchises. 
Corporations. 

General assembly. 
Creation of corporations with 

power to acquire franchises 
in streets and highways, 
Const. R. I.. Art. VI, §l4. 

Eminent domain. 
General assembly may authorize, 

Const. R. I.. Art. VI. !l9. 
Franchises. 

Corporations. 
General assembly. 

Creation of corporations with power 
to acquire franchises in streets 
and highways, Const. R. I., Art. 
VI. 114. 

General assembly. 
Eminent domain. 

Taking of property for, Const. R. 1" 
Art. VI. !l9. 

Franchises. 
Corporations. 

Creation of corporations with power 
to acquire franchises in streets 
and highways. Const. R. I.. Art. 
VI. §l4. 

SUBPOENAS. 
Canv8uing authoritie •. 

Power to subpoena evidence. § 17-8-7. 
State board of electiona. 

Subpoena powers, §l7-7·a. 

SUFFRAGE. 
Constitutional provision •• Canst. U. S .. 

Amd. XIX. 

SUNDAYS. 
Registration. 

Time for receiving registration, §l7·9·3. 

SUPERIOR COURT. 
Justices. 

Asaemblies. 
Illegal assemblies purporting to 

exercise governmental powers. 
Dispersal. 111·43·5. 

SUPERVISORS. 
Adjourned elections, 117·11·16. 
All electiona on same day. H7·11·14. 
Appolntmen~ 117·11·13. 
Compensation, §17·11·13. 
Half pay. 

Plan for working half day at half pay. 
Adoption by local board. 117·11-13. 

Mail ballou. 
By·partisan pairs of supervisors. 

Defined. 117·20·3. 
Pain or supervisors ror pollinl places, 

117·11·13. 
Primary electiona. 

Appointment, 117·15-13. 

SUPPLIES. 
Board of election •. 

Duty to furnish. U7.7·5. 
Delivery of election supplies, 

!17·19·12. 

SUPREME COURT. 
Advisory opinions, Const. R. I., Art. X. 

13. 
Chier justice. 

Impeachment. 
Governor. 

Chief justice presiding in trial of 
governor, Const. R. I., Art. XI. 
12. 

Compensation or jud,es, Const. R. I.. 
Art. X. 16. 

Constitution or Rhode Island. 
Advisory opinions. Const. R. I., Art. X. 

13. 
Compensation of judges. Const. R. I.. 

Art. X. 16. 
Impeachment. 

Governor. 
Chief justice presiding in trial of 

governor, Const. R. I.. Art. XI. 
12. 

Judicial officers. 
Officers subject to impeachment. 

Const. R. I.. Art. XI. 13. 
Judges. 

Compensation. Const. R. I., Art. X. 
16. 

Election and removal. Const. R. I.. 
Art. X. 14. 

Term of office. Const. R. I.. Art. X, 
14. 

Vacancies. 
Filling. Const. R. I.. Art. X. 15. 

Judicial power. 
Vested in, Const. R. I.. Art. X, §l. 

Jurisdiction. Const. R. I.. Art. X. §2. 
Power. 

Judicial power. 
Vested in, Const. R. I.. Art. X, §l. 

Prerogative writs. 
Power to issue, Const. R. I., Art. X, 

12. 
Quorum. Const. R. I.. Art. X. §2. 
Removal of judges. Const. R. I., Art. X, 

14. 
Term of office. 

Judges, Const. R. I .• Art. X. 14. 
Vacancies. 

Filling. Const. R. I., Art. X. §5. 
Writs. 

Prerogative writs. 
Power to issue. Const. R. I.. Art. X, 

12. 
Election offlciab. 

Failure of officials to do duties. 
Mandamus by supreme court. 

117·24·1. 

Supp.2'92 
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SUPREME COURT-Cont'd 
Election officiala-Cont'd 

Hindering performance of court 
appointee, §l7-24-3. 

Performance of duties by supreme court 
appointee. §17 ·24-2. 

Powers of court appointee. §l7-24-3. 
Governor. 

Trial of impeachment. 
Chief justice presiding in trial of 

governor, Const. R. I.. Art. XI. 
12. 

Impeachment. 
Judicial officers. 

Officers subject to impeachment. 
Const. R. I., Art. XI, 13. 

Trial of impeachment. 
Governor. 

Chief justice presiding in trial of 
governor, Const. R. I., Art. XI. 
12. 

Judges. 
Compensation, Const. R. 1., Art. X. §6. 
Election. Const. R. I., Art. X. §4. 
Removal. Const. R. I., Art. X, 14. 
Term of office. Const. R. I., Art. X, §4. 
Vacancies. 

Filling, Const. R. I" Art. X, 15, 
Judicial powers. 

Vested. in. Canst. R. I.. Art. X. § l. 
Jurisdiction. 

Constitution of Rhode Island, Const. R. 
I., Art. X, 12. 

Justices. 
Assemblies. 

Illegal assemblies purporting to 
exercise governmental powers. 

Dispersal, 111-43-5. 
Powen. 

Judicial power. 
Vested in. Canst. R. I.. Art. X, § 1. 

Prerogative writs. 
Power to issue. Canst. R. I., Art. X, §2. 

Quorum, Canst. R. I., Art. X. §2. 
Removal of judge •• Canst. R. I.. Art. X. 

14. 
Term of office. 

Judges. Canst. R. r., Art. X, §4. 
Vacancies. 

Filling, Const. R. I., Art. X, §5. 
Write. 

Prerogative writs. 
Power to issue. Const. R. I.. Art. X. 

12. 

T 

TAXATION, 
ASllessmente. 

General assembly. 
Property valuations. Canst. R. I., Art. 

VI, H2. 

Supp. 2192 
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TAXA TION-Cont'd 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

General assembly. 
Assessments. 

Property valuations, Const. R. I.. 
Art. VI. H2. 

Municipal corporations. 
Home rule for cities and towns. 

Power to tax. Canst. R. I.. Art. 
XIII, 15, 

General allsembly. 
Assessments . 

Property valuations. Const. R. I., Art. 
VI,112. 

MuniCipal corporationll. 
Home rule for cities and towns. 

Power to tax, Const. R. I., Art. XIII, 
15. 

TELEPHONES, 
Polling placell. 

Requirod, 117-19-3.3. 
Use by election officials, §17.11·17. 

TIE VOTE, 
Primary .leedo .... 117-15-33, 

TIME, 
Daylight .avinl! time, 

Effect of time change. §42·5·2. 
Period of daylight saving time. §42·5·1. 

Standard tim •• 1142·5-1,42-5-2. 

TRIAL-
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Impeachments, Const. R. I.. Art. XI. §2. 
Speedy and publ ic trial. 

Rights of accused persons in criminal 
proceedings, Const. R. I.. Art. I. 
110. 

Criminal Casell generally. 
Speedy and public trial. 

Rights of accused persons in criminal 
proceedings. 

Constitutional provisions, Canst. R. 
I., Art. I, 110. 

Impeachment. Const. R. I., Art. XI. §2. 

U 

UNIFORM DEADUNES, H7-1-7. 

UNITED STATES, 
Constitution of the United States. 

See CONSTITUTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES, 

Federal voting righta act. 
See RIGHT TO VOTE. 

V 

VICTIMS OF CRIMES, 
Conatitution of Rhode Island. 

Rights of, Const, R. I., Art. I, 123. 

J 
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VIOLATIONS. 
PubUc officers, §17·19·41. 

Penalty. 917·19·41. 

VITAL RECORDS. 
Registrar. 

Duties generally. §23-3-5. 
Local registrars. 

Duties generally, §23·3·7. 

VOTER OPINION. 
PoWq or lurveyiq, §l7·23·15. 

VOTERS. 
Age. 

Persons eighteen years of age. §l7·l-3; 
Const. U. S .. Amd. XXVI. 

Federal voting rights act. 
Enforcement of twenty-sixth 

amendment, 42 U.S.C. 1973bb. 
Right to vote not to be abridged on 

account of age, CODst. U. S., Amd. 
XXVI. 

Arrelt. 
Exemption from arrest, §lO-1()"5. 

19-5-25. 
Bribery or intimidation, 117-23-5. 
Canvaaltn, liste of qualified yoten. 

See CANVASSING USTS OF 
QUAUFIED VOTERS. 

COlUltitutiOnai provision., Const. U. S., 
Amd. XIX. 

Constitutional qualifications, Const. R. 
I .. Art. 1I. II. 

Felons. 
Restoration of voting rights. Const. R. 

I .. Art. 1I. II. 
General omeers. 

List of voters for general officers, CODst. 
R. I .. Art. lV. §8. 

List of voten for general omeen, 
Const. R. I., Art. lV. §8. 

party voter. 
Defined,117-1-2. 

Penons entitled to vote. Const. R. I.. 
Art. 1I. II. 

Qualified voter, Const. R. I., Art. 1I. II. 
Defined,117-1-2. 

Relidency. 
Federal voting rights act. 

Residence requirements for voting, 42 
U.S.C. 11973aa-1. 

Penalty for violations, 42 U.S.C. 
11973aa-3. 

Voting purposes. 
Constitutional provisions, Const. R. 

I., Art. lI, 12. 
Reatoradon of voting rlcbtl. Conat. R. 

I .. Art. 1I. II. 

VOTING. 
Absentee voting. 

See ABSENTEE VOTING. 
AfIIdavl ... 

Voting asaistance, §17·19·26.1. 

VOTING-Cont'd 
Assistance. 

Blindne .. , 117-19-26.1. 
Federal voting rights act, 42 u.S.C. 

§1973aa.6. 
Disability, §l7.19·26.1. 

Federal voting rightl act, 42 U.S.C. 
11973aa-6. 

Illiteracy. §17·19·26.1. 
Federal voting rights act, 42 U.S.C. 

11973aa-6. 
Voting machines. 

Assistance to voters in operation, 
!l7-19-26. 

Blind penona. 
Voting aaaistance. §17·19-26.1. 

Federal voting rights act. 42 U.S.C. 
11973aa-6. 

Disabled persons. 
Voting uaistance, §l7·19·26.1. 

Federal voting rights act, 42 U.S.C. 
§1973aa-6. 

Eligibility to vote, §l7-1-3. 
Appeal., !l7-l-4. 
Identification of voter at time of 

registration. §17·1·3.2. 
Residency. 

Generally. 117-1-3.1. 
Verification, § 17·1·3.3. 

Severability of chapter. §17·1·8. 
Feloniou. conduct. §l7·23·17. 
Forma. 

Voting assistance. 
Affidavit of voter requiring 

assistance. §17·19·26.1. 
Fraudulent votinl. §17·23-4. 
llliterate persoaa. 

Voting assistance. §17·19·26.1. 
Federal voting rights act. 42 U.S.C. 

!l973aa-6. 
Persons eig"hteen yean of age. Canst. 

U. S., Amd. XXVI. 
Procedure for vol!nlf, !l7-19-24. 
Quesdona submitted to electorate. 

Constitutional and public questiofUl, 
117-5-1. 

Manner of voting, §17·5·1. 
Repeat vol!nlf, 117-23-4. 
Slpature identiflcadoll, § 17·19·24. 
Voting in another's name, §l7·23·4. 

VOTING MACHINES. 
As.iaiance to voters in operadon, 

!l7-19-26. 
Blindnel8. disability or inability to read 

or write. §17·19·26.1. 
BaUot labell_ 

Afflxing to machines. §17·19-14. 
Arrangement. §17·19·6. 
Diagrams, 117-19-6. 
Form. 117-19-8. 
Furnishing. §l7·19·5. 
Local candidates. !l7-19-7. 
Printing, §17·19·5. 
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VOTING MACHINES-Cont'd 
Board of elections. 

Powers and duties. § 17· i -5. 
Power to open machines. H7·i9·39. 

Close of polls. 
Duties of warden. §17·19·32. 

Counters. 
Defined, §l ).19·1. 
Examination prior to opening of polls. 

§l7·19·18. 
Custody, §17·19·17. 

During voting, H7·19·19. 
Pending return to state board. 

§17·19·38. 
Defective machines. 

Repair or replacement. §17·19·20. 
Definitions. §I7·l9·I. 
Devices. 

Defined. §17·19·1. 
Disabled persons. 

Priority of use, H7-19-52. 
Elderly voters. 

Priority of use. §17·l9·51. 
Elective meetings. 

Application to voting machine elections. 
§17·18·14. 

Examination of machines prior to 
opening of polls. §i7·l9-IS. 

Exhibition for instructional purposes, 
§l7·19·13. 

Face. 
Defined, §17·19·1. 

False instructions as to operation of 
machines. §l7·19·46. 

Penalty, §l7-19-46. 
Forwarding of returns and keys. 

117·19·33. 
Fraud. 

False instructions as to operation. 
§l7·19·46. 

Guarding machines until resumption 
of custody by board. §l7·19·35. 

Inspections. 
Preparation for election. §L 7·19·14. 

Irregular ballots. !l7·19·31. 
Keys. 

Duplicates, §l7·19·47. 
Forwarding, §l7·19·33. 
Improper possession. §l7·19-47. 
State board sole custodian of master 

keys, §l7·19·39. 
Levers. 

Party levers, §17·19·15. 
Local board., 

Duties of local boards 88 to machines 
generally. §l7·19·17. 

Meetings. 
Applicability of municipal election 

provisions to voting machine 
meetings, §45·4·18. 

Town meetings. 
Application of provisions concerning 

town meetings to voting machine 
meetings. §45·3·24. 
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VOTING MACHINES-Cont'd 
Meetings-Cont'd 

Town meeting~Cont'd 
Municipal budget referenda. §45·3·25. 

Models for instruction, §17.19·26. 
Number furnished. §l7·19-4. 

Increase in number of machines 
required. §17·19-4.1. 

Openinll machines. §l7·19·36. 
Power to open machines, §17-19·39. 
Tabulation of state returns. §17·19-37. 

Placement in voting places, §l7-19·21. 
Police. 

Guarding machines until resumption of 
custody by board, §17·19·35, 

Tampering with machines. §17.19-44. 
Penalties. §17·19·44. 

Political parties. 
Emblems. §L7·19-9. 
Levers. §17·19·15. 

Preparation for election. §17·19·14. 
Primary elections. 

Apportionment of machines, §17·15·18. 
Repair or replacement of defective 

machines. §l7·19·20. 
Results. 

Declaration of results. § 17 ·19·34. 
Returns. 

Fonns, §l7·19·11. 
Sample ballots. 117·19·10. 
Sealing of machine. §l7·19·33, 

Preparation for election. §17·19·14. 
Secretary of state. 

Duties of secretary as to machines. 
117·6·3. 

Specifications. §17·19·3. 
State board to furni.h. §17·19-4. 
Tampering with voting machine •• 

§l7·19-42 .. 
Officer tampering with machine. 

117·19·44. 
Penalty, §l7.19·42. 

Use authorized, §l7.19·2. 
Warden •. 

Custody of machines during voting, 
117·19·19. 

Defined. 917·19·1. 
Duties of wardens at close of polls. 

§l7·19·32. 
Examination of machines prior to 

opening of polls. §l7·19·18. 

W 

WAR. 
Constitution of Rhode laland. 

General assembly. 
Emergency powers in case of enemy 

attack, Const. R. I.. Art. VI. §21. 
Quartering of soldiers. Const. R. r .. Art. 

I, §l9. 
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WAR-Cont'd 
General assembly. 

Emergency powers in case of enemy 
attack. Const. R. I., Art. VI. §21. 

Quartering soldie" in homes. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. Const. R. 

I.. Art. I. §l9. 

WARDENS. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Certain 'towns to elect wardens, Const. 
R. I.. Art. X. i7. 

Defined. i17·1·2. 
Jamestown. 

Election. Const. R. I., Art. X, §7. 
New Shoreham. 

Election. Const. R. I.. Art. X. §7. 
Primary elections. 

Appointment, §17·15-13. 
Qualification •• §17·11·12. 
Selection. §l7·11·IL 

WARRANTS. 
Elective meeting •. 

Return of warrants, §17·1S-4. 
General asaembly. 

Failure to issue warrant for election, 
!l7·3·8. 

Procedure upon failure to elect, §l7.3·3. 

WEAPONS. 
Constitution of Rhode Island. 

Right to bear arms, Const. R. I.. Art. I. 
i22. 

WITNESSES. 
Constitution of Rbode Island. 

Confrontation with witneS8es. Const. R. 
I.. Art. I. §lO. 

Process to obtain. Const. R. I.o Art. I. 
110. 

WITNESSES-Con,'d 
Criminal law and procedure. 

Confrontation with witne88eS. 
Rights of accuaed persons in criminal 

proceedings. Const. R. I.. Art. I. 
§to. 

Process. 
Compulsory process ror defense 

witnesses. Const. R. I., Art. I, 
iiO. 

Defense witnesses. 
Compulsory pnxesa for witnesses in 

favor of persons indicted or 
charged by information. 

Constitutional provisions, Const. 
R. I.. Art. I. §lO. 

WOMEN. 
Constitution of Rhode bland. 

Public officers and employees. 
Code of ethics. Const. R. I.. Art. m. 

i8. 
Ethical conduct. 

Required. Const. R. I .. Art. III. 17. 
EWcs commission. Canst. R. I., Art. 

III. 18. 
Woman sutlrage. Const. U. S .. Amd. 

XIX. 

WRITS. 
COD8titadoD of Rbode bland. 

Supreme court. 
Prerogative writa. 

Power to i.saue, Canst. R. I.. Art. X, 
12. 

Supreme court. 
Prerogative writs. 

Power to issue. Const. R. I., Art. X. 
12. 
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