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TITLE 2

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

CHAPTER 1
General Provisions

Szc.

2-1-20. Election date of members of House. - _

2-1-30. Each House office shall be separate and distinct; candidate must qualify
for one specific office.

2-1-40. Candidate must be resident of district; terms of office. '

2-1-60. Apportionment of members of Senate effective with 1972 elecnom.
aliernate plans; each Senate office shall be separate and distinct;
candidate must qualify for one specific office.

§ 2-1-20. Election date of members of House.

Representatives tp the House of Representatives shall be elected
from the several counties of the State at the general election to be
‘held on Tuesday after the first Monday in November of every
even-numbered year.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 30-2; 1952 Code § 30-2; 1942 Code § 2052; 1932 Code
§2052; Civ. C. 22 § 14; Civ. C. '12 § 14; Civ. C. 02 § 12; G. 5. 11; R. S, I ];
1901 (23) 611; 1902 (23) 1197; 1908 (25) 128%; 1910 (26) 867; 1911 (27) 68;
1912 (27) 827 1916 (29) 717; 1918 (30) 831; 1919 (31) 5; 1922 (32} 922;
I932 37 1. .

Cross references—
As to election of representatives, see SC Const, Art 3, § 8.
As to conduct of elections, generally, see §§ 7-13-10 et seq.

Research and Practice References—

72 Am Jur 2d, States, Territories, and l)cpcndenues §44.
81 CJS. States § 49.

CASE NOT_ES

Since Code 1976 § 14-1-50 preserves  alleging causes of action arising out of ~
common law of England in South constitutions or statutes of United States
Carolina, legislative immunity is fully or South Carolina. Bruce v Riddle

applicable to actions brought in any (1978, DC SC) 464 F Supp 745.
federal or state court of South Carolina



§ 2-1-30. Each House office shall be separate and distinct;
candidate must qualify for one specific office.

Each House office in this State shall constitute a separate and
distinct office to which a separate number shall be assigned within
each election district for such an office. A candidate for such an
office shall be required to qualify for a specific office and shall not
be permitted to qualify for more than one such office in any one
election.

The election ballots for House offices shall reflect the number
assigned to each office and the names of the candidates.

" HISTORY: 1962 Code § 30-2.1; 1972 (57) 2384.

" Cross references—
As 1o qualification of members of the House, see SC Const, Art 3, § 7.

§ 2-1-40. cCandidate must be resident of district; terms of
office. _
Any person otherwise qualified by law and the Constitution of
this State may file as a candidate and can be elected only in the
district in which he is a resident. A person may hle for only one
House office. Terms of office shall be for two years.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 30-2.2; 1974 (58) 2124.
Cross references—
As to qualification for oﬁice and terms of members of House, see SC Conm,

Art 3 87 .
As 10 qualification for office, generally, see SC Const, Art 17, §§ 1 1o 1B.

Research and Practice References—

72 Am Jur 2d, States, Territories, and Dependencies § 44.

9 Am Jur Pl & Pr Forms (Rev ed), Elections, Form 52 (petition or application
to require omission of name of ineligible candidate from ballot).

§2-1-60. Apportionment of members of Senate effective with the 1984
elections; each Senate office shall be separate and distinct; candidate
must qualify for one specific office.

Effective with the 1984 elections, the State of South Carolma is divided
into the following senatorial districts from which one senator shall be
elected:

NOTE: See 1976 Code of Laws of South Carolina. as amended for
definition of districts.

Each Senate office shall constitute a separate and distinct office to
which a separate number shall be assigned. A candidate for the office
of Senator must be a legal resident of the district in which he is a
candidate. _

The election ballots for the office of Senator in each district shall reflect
the number assigned to each Senate office and .the names of the can-
didates for each.



CASE NOTES

United States Attorney General’s failure
to object to proposed change in voting laws
submitted for his preclearance review under
§ 5 of Voting Rights Act of 1965 (42 USCS
§ 1793¢) is not conclusive with respect to
constitutionality of submitted state legisla-
tion; similarly objection by Attorney
General is not conclusive with respect to in-
validity of submitted state legislation. Mor-

ris v Gressette. 432 US 491, 53 L 3d 2d 506, '

97 S Ct 2411, (1977)

South Carolina is free to implement its
reapportionment plan for state senate, hav-
ing submitted statutory plan to United
States Attorney General for preclearance
under § 5 of Voting Rights Act of 1965 (42
USCS 1973c), and Attorney General,
.within 60-day period specified for his ac-

HISTORY: 1983 (63) 1333

Cross references—
As to when apportionment takes effect,

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Election §§ 26 et seq.

tions, having notified state that he would
not object to plan because Federal District
Court had upheld constitutionality of plan.
Morris v Gressette 432 US 491, 53IL Ed 2d
506, 97 S Ct 2411, (1977).
Objection to reapportionment plan by
United States Attorney General more than
1 year after submission of plan to him,
. Federal District Court having ordered him
to make independent determination of
plan’s validity under § 5 of Voting Rights
" Act of 1965 (42 USCS § 1791¢), is invalid
.since Attorney General’s failure to inter-

pose timely objection under § 5 is not sub-
'ject to judicial review, Morris v Gressette
432 US 491, 53 L Ed 2d 506, 97 S Ct 2411.
(1977)

see SC Const., Art 3 § 9.



TITLE 5 _ :
MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS

_ CHAPTER 15
Nominations and Elections for Municipal Offices

Sec.

5-15-500. Establishment of municipal hnes and ume for general and special
clections: public notice of elections.

§ 5-15-50. Establishment of municipal lines and time for
general and special elections; public notice of elections.

Each municipal governing bodv may by ordinance establish
municipal ward lines.and the time for general and special elections
within the municipality. Public notice of the elections shall be given
‘at least sixty davs prior to such elections.

HISTORY:.1962 Code § 47-93; 1975 (59) 692; 1978 (61) 1539.

Research and Practice Referéncen—

62 CJS, Municipal Corporations §§ 81, 82.

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS

Under §7-7-10 and §5-15-50, South
Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, the General
Assembly is the only authority which
should draw ward lines for voting pur-
poses; municipalities can draw ward lines

- pursuant to §5-15-50, South Carolina Code
of Laws, 1976, for other than election pur-

poses; if the General Assembly fails to
designate a voting piace another authority
may designate the voting place;
municipalities can not be able to pool all
the precincts in municipality for municipal
election. 1978 Op Att'y Gen. No 78-70,
p 99.



TITLE 6

L. OCAL GOVERNMENT —~PROVISIONS APPLI-
CABLE TO SPECIAL PURPOSE DISTRICTS

AND OTHER POLITICAL
SUBDIVISIONS

CHAFPTER 1
Special Purpose or Public Service Districts Generally.

ArTICLE ]

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec.
6-11-70. Establishment of uniform date for election of members of governing
body of special purpose district.

§ 6~11-70. Establishment of uniform date for election of
members of governing body of special purpose district.

Notwithstanding any other provisien of law the governing body
of any county may by ordinance or resolution establish a uniform
election date for the election of members of the governing bodies
of any special purpose districts within the county. To implement
the provisions of this section, such ordinances or resolutions may
include provisions to extend terms, for periods not to exceed one
year, of persons to be elected to permit such persons to be elected
on the uniform election date, but no elected term shall be short-
ened for that purpose.

HISTORY: 1975 (59) 331.



TITLE 7

ELECTIONS

CHAPTER SEcTION
1.  General Provisions . . . ...... .. .......... 7-1-10
8. State Election Comm:ss:on Cemral Registration '

System .. ... ... .. 7-3-10
5. Qualifications and Registration of Electors . . . . ... 7-5-10
7. Polling Precincts and Voting Places ............ 7-7-10
9. PartyOrganization . .. ..................... 7-9-10
11. Designation and Nomination of Candidates ... ... 7-11-10
13. Conductof Elections .. ...... .. ............ 7-13-10
15. Absentee Registration and Voting ... ... ... ... 7-15-10

- 17. Canvass of Vote; Certificates and Records of Results 7-17-10

19. Special Provisions Applicable 1o Federal Elections  7-19-10
21. Special Provisions Applicable 0 Election of State

Senators and Members of House of Representatives 7-21-10
23. Election Expenses ... ..................... 7-23-10
25. Offenses Against the Election Laws ... ......... 7-25-10

CHAPTER 1
General Provisions

Sec.

7-1-10. Short title,

7-1-20. Definitions.

7-1-80. Receipt of public aid does not disfranchise any citizen.

7-1-40. Title applicable to all elections.

7-1-50. Contesting election of Governor.

7-1-60. Each multiple office is separate and distinct; candidate is to qualify for

one specific office; ballots for multiple offices.

7-1-70. Catawba Indians, if otherwise qualified, are citizens.
7-1-80. Liability of broadcasting station for defamatory statement by candidate.

§ 7=1-10. Short title.
This Title shall be known as the “South Carolina Election Law.”
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-1; 1952 Code § 23-1; 1950 (46) 2059.

Cross references—
As to constitutional provision for free and open elections, see SC Const, Art |,

§5.

As to campaign practices, see §§ 8-13-610 to B-13-630,



§7-l-20. Definitions.“

The following words and ‘phrases used herein, unless the same-
be plainly inconsistent with the context, shall be construed as
follows:

(1) “General election’ umeam the elecuon provided herein to be
held for the election of officers to the regular terms of office
provided by law, whether State, United States, county, municipal
or of any other political subdivision of the State, and for voting on
constitutional amendments proposed by the General Assembly:

(2) "Special election” means any other election i'ncluding any
referendum provided by law to be held under the pl’OVlSlOI‘lS of
law applicable to general elections;

(3) “Primary" means a party primary election held by a polmcai
party under the provisions of this Title;

(4) "Inhabitants’ means the number of inhabitants according to
the Federal census last taken;

- {5) “Electoral board” means the board or other authority em-
powered to hold a general or special election;

(6) A ‘“‘voting or polling precinct’ shall mean an area created by
the legislature for convenient localization of polling places and
which shall be administered and votes counted therein as a local
unit in all elections;

A ‘“voung place” shall be any place within a voting or polling
precinct wherein ballots may be cast.

(7Y “Political party” means a political party, organization or associa-
tion certified as such by the State Election Commission in the manner
provided for in this Title;

(8) “State committee” means the State executive committee of a
political party;

(9) “State chairman'' means the chairman of the State executive
committee of a political party;
- (10) “County committee’’ means the county executive commit-
tee of a poliucal party;

(11) “County chairman” means the chairman of the county
executive committee of a political party;

(12) "“Club district”” means the territory of the general election
voting place or precinct in which the political party club is formed

under this Title, whether a ward or township or a subdivision
thereof;

(13) “Booth” includes a voting machine booth, curtain or
enclosure; and

10



(14) "Legal holiday” means any holiday 1ecognized by the State
or Federal law.

(15) ‘Voter’, ‘Registered voter’, ‘Elector’, ‘Registered elector’,
‘Qualified elector’, or ‘Qualified registered elector’ means any person
whose name is contained on the active roster of voters maintained by
the State Election Commission and whose name has not been removed
from the roster for any of the reasons named in items (2) and (3) of subsec-
tion (C) of Section 7-3-20 and who possesses a valid registration certificate.

HISTORY: 1962 Code §23-2; 1952 Code §23-2; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55) 634; 1984 Act.
No. 264.

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS

Under §7-7-10 and §5-15-50, South
Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, the General
Assembly is the only authority which
should draw ward lines for voting pur-
poses; municipalities can draw ward lines
pursuant to §5-15-50, South Carolina Code
of Laws, 1976, for other than election pur-
poses; if the General Assembly fails to
designate a voting place another authority

cipalities can not be able to pool all the
precincts in municipality for municipal elec-
tion. 1978 Op Att’y Gen, No 78-70, p 99.
Petition signatures of persons who were
deleted from the registration roils before
the petitions were circulated because of
their voting records may not be counted.
Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Melvin B.
McKeown, Jr., Aug. 21, 1980.

may designate the voting place; muni-

§ 7-1-30. Receipt of public aid does not disfranchise any
citizen.

Nothing in this Title shall distranchise any citizen, if otherwise
qualified, who may receive any public aid from the State or
Federal Governmem through the Department of Social Services or
any other State or Federal agency,

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-3; 1952 Code § 23.9; 1950 (46) 2059.

Cross references—
As to protection of right of suffrage, see SO Const, Ant 2,

§ 7-1-40. Title applicable (0 all elections.

This Tutle shall apply to and control all elections, including
elections for the issuvance of bonds and other elections in which
any question or issue is submitted to a vote of the people.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-4; 1952 Code § 28 4; 1950 (46) 2059, 2555,

§ 7-1-50. Contesting election of Governor.

In case of a contest of the election of Governor, if the General
Assembly by concurrent resolution shall entertain the same, the
Senate and House of Representatives shall, each separately, pro-
ceed to hear and determine the facts in the case, so far as they
_deem necessary, and decide thereon who is entitled to be declared

1



elected. lf the two branches of the Geueral Assembly come 16 the
same decision, they shall, by concurrent resolution, declare whao is
duly elected and entitled 10 enter upon and exercise the office of
Governor; and such person thereupon shall, upon taking the onath
prescribed in the Constitution, be inducted into office. If the two
branches of the General Assembly do not come to the same
decision, then an election shall be called by the Governor, to take
place in not less than sixty nor more than ninety days, at which
the qualified electors shall proceed to vare for a suitable petson to
fill the office of Governor.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-5; 1952 Code § 28-5; 1942 Code § 2324; 1832 Code

§ 2324; Civ. C, 22 § 258, Civ. C. '12 § 258; Civ, C. '02 § 290; G. S. 134; R,
5. 188; 1882 (l'l) 1121; Conat, Art 4 § 4; 1961 (8%) 48,

Cross references—
As to constitutional oalh of oflice, see SC Conat, Art 3, § 26.

As 1o constitutional provision regarding election contests, see SC Const, Art 2,
§10.

As 1o constitutional provision that person who has highest number of votes is -
to be governor, see SC Const, Art 4, § 5.

§ 7-1-60. Each multiple office is separate and distinct; candi-
date is to qualify for one specific office; ballots for multiple
offices.

Each multiple office in this State shall constitute a separate and
distinct office to which a separate number shall be assigned within
each election district for such an office. A candidate for such an
office shall be required to qualify for a specific office and shall not
be permitted to qualify for more than one ‘such oﬂice in any one
election.

The election ballots for multiple offices shall reflect the number
assigned to each office and the names of the candidates.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-5.1; 1972 (37) 2388.

Cross references—
As to similar provisions as 1o House of Representatives offices, see § 2-1-30.
As to similar provisions as to Senate offices. see § 2-1-60.

§ 7-1-70. Catawba Indians, if otherwise qualified, are citi-
zens.

All Catawba Indians, otherwise qualified, are hereby declared to
be citizens of the State of South Carolina and shall enjoy and have
" all the rights and privileges belonging to other citizens of the
State,

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-6; 1952 Code § 23-6; 1944 (43) 1208.

12



§7—l—80 Liability of broadcasting station for defamatory
statement by candidate.

The owner, licensee or operator of a visual or sound radlo
broadcasting station or network of stations and the agents or
employees of any such owner, licensee or operator shall not be
liable for any damages for any defamatory statement published or
uttered in or as a part of a visual or sound radio broadcast by a
candidate for political office in those instances where, under the
acts of Congress or the rules and regulations of the Federal
Communications Commission, the broadcasting station or network
of stations, is prohibited from censoring the material broadcast by
such candidate, provided the owner, licensee, or operator shall
cause to be made at the conclusion of the broadcast the following
announcement in substance; ‘“The broadcast you have just heard
was not censored in accord with the immunity from censorship
extended legally qualified political candidates.”

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-7; 1952 (47) 1939.

Research and Practice References—
50 Am Jur 2d, Libel and Slander §§ 343, 344,

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

“Candidate for political office”. — ?nmary candidates.—The exemptions
“Candidate for political office” as used  trom liability provided broadcamng
in this section [Code 1062 § 23-7jmeans  Mtations by this section [Code 196!
the same as “candidate for public office” = §23-7] are commonly and without
as used in Code 1962 § 24552, 1963-64 juewon extended to primary candi-
Ops. Att'y Gen., No. 1727, p. 212, ates. 196864 Ops. A’y Gen., No

Exemptions from liability extend to 1727, p 212.

CHAPTER 3

State Election Commission; Central Regulnuon
System

Skc.

7-8-10. State Election Commission created; appointment; term; composition;
vacancies; chairman; meetings; powers and duties.

7-3-20. Executive director of State Election Commission.

7-8-30. Notice of deletion of elector's name from roster of electors; appeal by
elector; restoration of name. -

7-3-40. Reports to be furnished by Bureau of Vital Statistics.

. 7-3-50. Duplicate certificates and other information to be furnished by county

boards of registration.

7-3-60. Clerks and magistrates shall report persons convicted of certain offenses.

§ 7-3-10. State Election Commission created; appointment;
term; composition; vacancies; chairman; meetings; powers
and duties.

13



(a) There is hereby created the State Election Commission
composed of five members, at least one of whom shall be a
member of the majority political party represented in the General
Assembly and at least one of whom shall be a member of the
largest minority political party represented in the General Assem-
bly, to be appointed by the Governor to serve terms of four years
and until their successors have been elected and qualify, except of
those first appointed three shall serve for terms of two years. Any
vacancy on the Commission shall be filied for the unexpired
portion of the term in the same manner as the original appoint-
ment.

(b) The Governor shall appoint one of the members to serve as
chairman for a term of two years and until his successor has been
appointed and qualifies. The Commission shall select such other
officers from among its members as it may deem necessary.

{(c) The Commission shall meet at its offices in Columbia at least
once each month at such times as it may determine,

(d) The Commigsion shall have the powers and duties as enu-
merated in this title.
EISTORY: 1638 Cado { 25-90; 1080 (83) 2918.
Rescareh and Proctico Roferoncoo—

25 Am Jur 2d, Elections 0§ 99 et veq.
20 CJ8, Elections {}{} 5 et ceq.

CASE NOTES

Suted in Brioben v Thornton, 258
$C 524, 189 SE2d 827 (1972).

ATTORNEY GENERAL'’S OPINIONS

The Home Rule Act of 1975 [Chapter  or structure of the Commissioners of
9 of Title 4 and Chapters 1, 5, 7,9, 11, Elections. Terms of Commissioners end
13, 15 and 17 of Tide 5 of the 1976 ondate of General Election. 1974-75 Op
Code] does not change the functioning Aty Gen, No 4196, p 246.

§ 7<8<-80. Execcutive director of State Election Commission.

(A) The State Election Commission shall elect an executive
director who shall be directly responsible to the Commission and
who shall serve at the pleasure of the Commission. The executive
director shall be the chief administrative officer for the State
Election Commission.

(B) The executive director shall receive such compensation and
employ such staff, subject to the approval of the State Election
Commission, as may be provided by law.

(C) The executive director shall:

14



(1) Maintain a complete roster of all-qualified electors by county
_and by precincts; '

(2) Delete the name of any elcctor (a) who is deceased, (b) who
is no longer qualified to vote in the precinct where currently
registered, (c) who has been convicted of a disqualifying crime, or
(d) who is otherwise no longer qualified to vote as may be
provided by law;

(3) For the purpose of removing from the roster the names of
electors who are presumed to be no longer qualified to vote in the
precinct where registered, delete the name of any elector who has
failed to vote in each of two consecutive State-wide general
elections and also failed to vote in any other election which might
have been held in the precinct in which he is registered within the
period of time intervening between the two general elections;

(4) Enter names on the various rosters as they are reported by
the county registration boards;

(5) Furnish each county registration board with a master list of
all registered voters in the county, together with three copies of all
registered voters in each precinct of the county, at least ten days
prior to each election. The precinct copies shall be used as the
official hist of voters; '
_ (6) Maintain all information furnished his office relating to the
inclusion or deletion of names from the rosters for four years;

(7) Purchase, lease or contract for the use of such equipment as
may be necessary to properly execute the duties of his office,
~ subject to the approval of the State Election Commission;

(8) Secure from the United States courts in South Carolina and
Federal agencies available information as to persons convicted of
disqualifying crimes;

(9) Obtain information from any other source which may assist
him in carrying out the purposes of this section;

(10) Perform such other duties relating to elections as may be
assigned him by the State Election Commission; and

{11) Furnish at reasonable price any and all precinct lists to any
qualified elector requesting same.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-31; 1967 (55) 657; 1968 (55) 2316.
Related Local Laws—

For local laws concerning rosters of qualified elcctors in Dillon and Spartan-
burg counties, see Local Law Index.

. L. . CASE NOTES
This section is explicit, admitung of Section requires that the executive
no construction or application other  director of the Election Commission

than that which it dearly demands.  furnish “any and all precinct lists” to
Martin v. Ellisor, 266 S.C. 377. 223 any qualified electors. Martin v. Ellisor,
S.E.2d 415 (1976} 266 S.C. 377, 223 S.F.2d 415 (1976).

15



This  section  states  withowt
cquivacation that "“anv and all precine
lists™ are 1o be supplied upon paviment
of a reasonable charge. Martin v. Ellisor,
266 S.C. 377, 223 S.E.2d 415 (1976).

Requirement includes furnishing of
computer tape containing precinct list
of qualified electors. — Apparently, the
legislature favored the right of every
yuahfied voter to secure a copy of the
computer tape of precinct electors,
which admittedly could be used for
“legitimate purposes,” to be more

important than potential misuses of the
tape by commercial exploitation. Martin
v. Ellisor, 266 §.C. 877, 223 S.E.2d 415
(1976).

If a computer tape containing a
precinct list of qualified electors was to
be excluded from “any and all precinct
lists,”” the legislature would have so
provided. Martin v. Ellisor, 266 S.C.
377,223 S E.2d 415 (1976).

Appliedin Brisben v Thomton, 258
SC 524, 189 SE2d 827 (197%).

' ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

The State Election Commission is not re-
quired to provide a computer list of voters
free of charge to a political party for an
election that is not authorized by law, such
as a Presidential preference election. Op.
Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B. Ellisor, Oct.
1, 1979,

The fact that a conviction from a dis-
qualifying offense has been appealed does
not stay the executive director’s action in
deleting that elector’s name from the list

James B. Ellisor, Feb. 22, 1982,

An elector who has been convicted but
not yet sentenced by a federal court should
be permitted to vote. Op. Atty. Gen. to a
Congressman, Nov. 3, 1980.

Petition signatures of persons who were
deleted from the registration rolls before
the petitions were circulated because of

their voting records may not be counted.
Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Melvin B.
McKeown, Jr., Aug. 21, 1980.

of qualified electors. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr.

§ 7-3-30. Notice of deletion of elector’s nome from rooter of
electors; appeal by elector; restoration of name,

{a) The executive director shall notify by mail each elector at the
address last filed in the office, whose name has been deleted. The
notice shall state the reason for the deletion and inform the
elector of his right to appeal to the county board of registration
and the time in which to perfect such appeal. A copy of such
notice shall be forwarded to the appropriate county board of
registration.

(b) Each elector whose name has been deleted shall have twenty
days from the date such notice is mailed in which to appeal. The
appeal shall be to the county board of registration from whose
roster the deletion has been made. If the board determines that
the elector’s name should not have been deleted, it shall instruct
the central registration office to restore his name to the registra-
tion books; provided, however, that if the elector's name has been
deleted solely by reason af his failure to vote as provided in § 7=
3-20 (C) (3), his name shall be restored as a matter of course to
the registration books upon his request if he shall be otherwise
qualified. ‘

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-32; 1967 (55) 657; 1968 (55) 2516.
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CASE NOTES

Applied in Brisben v Thornton, 258
SC 524, 189 SE2d 827 (1972).

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS

Third party may not apply for
reinstatement. — A person who has
been deleted from the list of registered
voters should make a personal request
for reinstatement to the registration

board. Heresay information from a
third party that the deleted person
desires to be reinstated would be
insufficient. Op. Att'y Gen. to Ms.
Minnie G. Johnson, Nov. 5, 1979,

§ 7-3-40. Reports to be furnished by Bureau of Vital Statis-
tics.

The Bureau of Vital Statistics shall furnish the executive director
a monthly report of all persons age twenty-one or over who have
died in the State since making the previous report. The initial
report shall be made within sixty days after June 29, 1967. All
such reports shall contain the name of the deceased, county of
residence, his social security or other identification number, and
his date and place of birth. The Bureau shall provide that this
information be furnished to it by the various counties.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-33; 1967 (35) 637; 1968 (55) 2516.

§7-3-50 Information to be furnished by county boards of registration.

Each county board of registration must furnish the executive director
information as may be requested by him concerning each registered elector
by the fifteenth day of each month and within five days after closing
of the books prior to an election.”

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-34; 1967 (55) 657; 1968 (55) 2316; 1984 Act. No. 510,

§7-3-60. Clerks and magistrates shall report persons convicted of cer-
tain offenses,

The clerks of the courts of common pleas and general sessions and
every magistrate in the State must, annually on or before June first, make
out under their respective hands and seals and report to the executive
director a complete list as shown by the records f their respective offices
for the preceding calendar year of all persons convicted in that year of
felonies or crimes against the election laws, together with the social securi- -
ty or identification numbers of these persons and the month of convic-
tion, Where there is no person to be reported, the report shall so state.
Any clerk of the court or magistrate who fails or neglects to make any
report required by this section must forfeit and pay to the county in which
he holds office the sum of fifty dollars for each failure or neglect to make
the report. ‘
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HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-92; 1952 Code § 23-91; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55)
657; 1968 (55) 2316; 1984 Act. No, 289

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 94. -
29 CJS, Elections § 33. ‘

CHAPTER 5
Qualifications and Registration of Electors

ArticLE 1. County Boards of Registration. '

ARTICLE 3. Requirement of and Qualifications for Reglstrauon
ArTICLE 5. Registration Books, Lists of Electors and the Like.
ARTICLE 7. Special Provisions for Municipal Elections.

ArTICLE 1

CouNTY BOARDS OF REGISTRATION

Sec.

7-5-10. Appointment and removal of members of boards of registration.

7-5-20. Deputy members of boards of registration.

7-5-30. Duties of boards of registration; term of office of members; quorum;
vacancies.

7-5-40. Supplements 1o counties to help defray expenses of registration office.

§ 7-5~10. Appointment and removal of members of boards
of registration.

Between the first day of January and the fifteenth day of March
in every even-numbered year the Governor shall appoint, by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate, not less than three nor
more than five competent and discreet persons in each county,
who shall be citizens and qualified electors thereof and who shall
be known as the board of registration of _______ County. The
members so appointed shall be subject to removal by the Gover-
nor for incapacity, misconduct or neglect of duty.

HISTORY: 1962 Code §23-51; 1952 Code § 23-51; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55)
634; 1970 (56) 2337.

Related Local Laws—

For local laws pertaining to number of members of boards in Charleston,
Florence, Georgetown, Laurens, Newberry, Orangeburg, and Richland Counties,
see Local Law Index.

For local laws pertaining to registration and elections commission of Lexington
County, and abolishing commissioners of election and registration board of
Lexington County, see Local Law Index.

Cross references—
As 10 constitutional provisions regarding reglslrauon of voters, see SC Const,

Art 2, § 8,
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Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 103.
29 CJS, Elections § 42.

ALR and L Ed Annotations —

Voting rights of persons mentally incapacitated. 80 ALR3d 1116.

CASE NOTES

Governor given the power of ap-
poinument when Senate is not in ses.
sion.—This section manifestly gives the
Governor the right to appoint when
the Senate is not in session, and his
appointees can hold under that ap-
pointment until it is confirmed by the
Senate for two years from the date of
the ;ppoimmem. or the holding termi-
nated by the Senaic’s failure to ap-

prove. And when in session such ap-
pointees are entitled 1o compensation
as against the old members who re-
fused to give up their office from the
time of appointment to the nonconfir-
mation. Mitchell v Jones, 94 SC 487,
78 SE 528 (1913).

Senate given power to correct mis-
takes in appointment of supervisor.—
Under this section the Senate has the

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

When vacancies exist in offices held
by members appointed lwo years prior
and not subsequently appointed, Gov:
ernor may fll such vacancies at any
time. 1969-70 Ops. Au'y Gen., No
2862, p 99,

Clerical  help.—Members of the
boards of registration appointed may
employ such clerical help as is neces-
sary to perform the necessary duties
when funds therefor are available.
1963-64 Ops. Aut'y Gen., No 1732, p
221,

County boards of registration and coun-
ty election commissions are to be, and must
be, separate with reference to their officers
and to the performances of their duties;
and cannot not merge into one body for
any purpose. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. W.
Don Owens, Mar. 9, 1979,

The provistons of this section are deem-
ed directory not mandatory, and,
therefore, the board’s size can be increas-
ed from three to five members even in odd-
numbered years. Op. Atty. Gen. to Hon.
Larry A. Gentry, Mar. 7, 1983,

The Governor has the power, under this
section and 1976 Code 7-5-30, to fill a
vacancy at any time. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr.
Harold A. Trask, Jr., Sept. 15, 1976.

Governor may fill positions when
General Assembly not in session. —
When the General Assembly is not in
session the Governor has the power to
(]l appointed positions requiring the
consent of the Senate. with the terms of
these appointed positions extending
until the adjournment of the next
session of the General Assembly,
1974-75 Op. Au'v Gen., No. 4180, p.
234. .

County boards of registration and coun-
ty election commissions are to be, and rmust
be, separate with reference to their officers
and to the performance of their duties; and
cannot merge into on¢ body for any pur-
pose. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. W. Don
Owens, Mar. 9, 1979.

The provisions of this section are
deemed directory not mandatory, and,
therefore, the board’s size can be in-
creased from three to five members ¢ven
in odd-numbered years. Op. Atty. Gen. to
Hon. Larry A. Gentry, Mar. 7, 1983,

The Governor has the power, under this
section and 1976 Code 7-5-30, to fill a
vacancy at any time., Op. Atty. Gen, to Mr.
Harold A. Trask, Jr., Sept. 15, 1976,
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§ 7-5-20. Deputy members of boards of registration.
" Section 7-5-20. The board of registration of each county may appoint
deputy members of the board, in numbers as may be necessary, whose
terms shall be for a period of time as determined by the boards. The
deputy members shall have the same powers and duties as regular
members of the board. The clerk to each board may be made a deputy
member of the board for the purpose of taking applications.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-51.1; 1967 (55) 634; 1984 Act No. 510

Related Local Laws—
For local laws pertaining to deputy members of boards of registration in Anderson, Col-
leton, and Spartanburg Counties, see Local Law index.

§ 7=-5=30. Duties of boards of registration; term of office of
members; quorum; vacancies.

Such boards shall register and conduct the registration of the
electors who shall applv for registration in their respective counties
as herein required. Their office shall be at the county seat, and they
shall keep a record of all their official acts and proceedings; provided,
that nothing herein shall be construed as prohibiting the boards of
registration from taking their registration books across adjoining
county lines to register qualified electors of their respective county
whose regular place of employment is in an adjoining county or who
are otherwise unable to get to the county seat during office hours
to register. One member of the board shall constitute a quorum for
the purpose of registering or refusing to register applications: for
registration. Their term of office shall be for two years from the date
of their appointment, and they shall continue in office until their
successors shall have been appointed and shall qualify. In case of a
vacancy from anv cause in any board of registration the Governor’
shall fill such vacancy in the same manner as provided in § 7-5-10.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-52; 1952 Code § 23-52; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55) 634;
1978 (61) 1275.

Effects of Amendments—

The 1978 amendment added, as the third sentence, a proviso, authorizing the boards
to take registratin books across adjoining county lines in order to register a certain class
of qualified electors.

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 24, Elections § 103.
29 CJS, Elections § 43.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Functions of board may be con- and may dispense with deput{ mem-
ducted by as few as one board mem. bers and registration clerks. 1967-68
‘ber. 1967-68 Ops. Aty Gen., No Ops. Att'y Gen, No 2468, p 136.

2468, p 136. ‘ Governor may fill positions where
General Assembly not in session. —

. . When the General Assembly is not in
:ryidm:::b::;szpzzmtl;datppri;f::ls %r;?_‘ session the Governor has the power to
ernor may, ﬁuq such vacancies at any fill appointed paositions requiring. the
time. 1969-70 Ops. Aty Gen., No consent of the Scnate, with the terms of
2862, pgg lhcs.c nppmn!cd positions: extending

Duties of reg’lncnng voters may be until the _udjmu'nn‘wnl of the next
alternated.—A counly registration “¢SSion of 1hc. (,‘cncrnl' Assembly. -
board may alternate between its mem- 97475 Op. Ay Gen.. No. 4180, p.
bers the duties of registering voters 2.

When vacancies exist in offices held

The General Assembly has not pro- Bell, Nov. 10, 1981.
vided a provision which would allow the Absentee ballot applications are clearly
county registration or election board to  intended to be distributed only from the of-
hold an election in one county and then fice of the county board of registration and
transport the data processing cards to  from no other location. Op. Atty. Gen. 10 -
another county to be counted by a com-  Mrs. Betty S. Whiteside, Sept. 2, 1982,
puter. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James A.

§ 7-5—40. Supplements to counties to help defray expenses '
of registration office.

Each county shall receive an annual supplement from the State
to help defray the expenses of personnel in keeping the registra-
-tion office open as required in § 7-5-130. Counties with popula-
tions from twenty-five thousand to one hundred thousand shall
receive twice the amount of such supplement; counties with popu-
lations from one hundred thousand one to two hundred thousand
shall receive three times the amount of the supplement; counties
with over two hundred thousand shall receive four times the
amount. of the supplement. Such supplements shall be in such
amounts as provided for in the annual general appropriations act
of the State.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-51.2; 1967 (55) 634.

QUALIFICATIONS AND REGISTRATION OF FiecTORS § 7-5-110

ARTICLE 3

REQUIREMENT OF AND QUALIFICATIONS FOR REGISTRATION
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Sec.

7-5-110.
7-5-120.
7-5-130.
7-5-140.
7-5-150.

7-5-160.

. 7-5-170.

7-5-180.

Persons must register in order to vote.

Qualifications for registration; persons disqualified.

Time and place where bocks shall be kept open for registration.

Additional days and hours for registration; notice of time and place.

Closing registration books; registration of persons coming of age while
books closed.

Voter registration to be permanent: cffect on provisions of law
establishing registration procedures, ctc.
Necessity for written application for registration; form; oaths; decisions
on applications.
Procedure for registration when qualification shall be completed after

closing books.
7-5-190.
7-5-200.

of certificates.
7-5-210,
7-5-220.
7-5-2%0,

Issuance and delivery of registration certificates by boards.
Certificates shall be furnished to registered voters; execution and form

Physically disabled persons may execute forms by mark.
Certificates shall be invalid at election within thirty days of issuance.
Boards of registration shall determine qualifications; appeal from denial

of registration or restoration of name on registration books.

7-5-240.
7-5-250.

7-5-280.

Proceedings on appeal in court of common pleas.
Right to and proceedings on further appeal 10 Supreme Court.
State Election Commission shall furnish registration forms.

§ 7-5—110. Persons must register in order to vote.

No person shall be allowed to vote at any election unless he
shall be registered as herein required.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-61; 1952 Code §23-61; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55)

634.

Cross references—

As 1o the right of suffrage, see SC Const, Art 2,

Research and Practice References—

25 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 102.
29 CJS, Elections § 38.

CASE NOTES

Voter in incorporation election must
reside in area to be incorporated.—Be-
cause of the special requirements of
SC Const, Art 8, § 2 (see now S.C.
Const., Art. 8, § 8), the registration re-
quired by this section {Code 1962 § 23-
61] would not entitle one to vote in an
incorporation election unless he was
_actually residing in the area to be in-
corporated at the time of the election.
Brisben v Thornton, 258 SC 524, 189
SE2d 827 (1972).

One may be a qualified elector in the
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area to be incorporated, but disquali-
fied to vote in an incorporation elec-
tion because actually residing else-
where. Brisben v Thomton, 258 SC
524, 189 SE2d 827 (1972).

Registering necessary part in Federal
election. —Since it is a prerequisite in South
Carolina to register before voting, it is clear
that registering is a necessary and vital part
of participating in a Federal or general elec-
tion, where members of Congress are to be
elected. United States v Ellis, 43 F Supp 321
(1942).



§ 7-5-20. Qualifications for registration; persons disqualified.

Every citizen of this State and the United States who:

(1) Is at least eighteen years of age;

(2). Is not laboring under disabilities named in the Constitu-
tion of 1895 of this State;

(3) Is a resident in the county and in the polling precmct in
which the elector offers to vote;

(4) Applies for registration; must be registered; prov1ded that:

(a) Persons who are mentally incompetent or confined in
any public prison; and _

(b) Persons convicted of -a felony or offenses against the
election laws are disqualified from being registered or voting,
~unless the disqualification has been removed by service of the
sentence, including probation and parole tlme unless sooner
pardoned

Editor's Note—

Section 2A of 1981 Act No, 1 provides as follows:

“Section 2A. The provision of paragraph (b} of Section 7-5-120, as amended in Sec-
tion 2, shall apply to all persons falling within the amended provision regardless of the
date of their conviction.’

Effect of Amendments—

The 1981 amendment inserted the words ‘“a felony™ in paragraph {b) in place of the
words ‘‘burglary, arson, obtaining goods or money under false pretenses, perjury, forgery,
robbery, bribery, adultery, bigamy, wife-beating, housebreaking, receiving stolen good,
breach of trust with fraudulent intent fornification, sodomy, incest, assult with intent
to ravish, larceny murder, rape’'; substituted the word “*offenses’’ for the word “‘crimes’”;
and substituted the words ‘“service of the sentence, including probation and parole time
unless sooner pardoned’’ for the word *‘pardon.”

Cross references—
As to free and open elections, see $C Const, Art 1, § 5.
Ax to residential qualifications of eteciors, see SC Const, Art 2, § 4,

As to constitutional rule that General Assembly may require demonstration of
literacy, sce SC Const, Art 2, § 6,

As to constitutional provisions regarding disqualifications by reason of mental
incompetence or conviction of crime, see SC Const, Art 2, § 7. .

As to registration of absentee voters, see §§ 7-15-110 et seq.

As to being deprived of the right of suffrage on counviction of sending or
accepting a challenge to duel, see § 16-3-410.

As to receipt of public aid not disfranchising qualified citizens, see § 7-1-30.

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur2d, Elections §§ 58 et seq.
29 CJS, Elections §§ 14 et seq.
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1 Am Jur Proof of Facts, Age, Proof No. 6 (baptismal record).
i Am Jur Proof of Facts, Age, Proof No. 7 (birth certificates).
4 Am Jur Proof of Facts, Domicil, Proof No. 1 (domicil),

Consututional Law—Elections—Durational Residency Requirement. 23 SC L

Rev 320.

ALR and L Ed Annotations—-

State voting rights of residents of federal military establishment. 34 ALR2d

1193,

What constitutes ‘‘conviction”

within constitutional or statutory provision

disfranchising one convicted of crime. 36 ALR2d 1238.
Residence or domicil of student or teacher for purpose of voting. 98 ALR2d

488.
Effect of conviction under federal law,

or law of another state or country, on

right to vote or hold public office. 39 ALR3d 303.
Residence of students for voting purposes. 44 ALR3d 797.
Validity, under Federal Constitution, of state residency requirements for voting

in elections. 31 L. Ed 2d 861.

CASE NOTES

Registration lists not conclusive of
qualiEcalions for voting in incorpora-
tion elections.—Registration lists, com-
piled by the Siate Election Commis-
sion, which are based upon the general
qualifications for eleciors as set forth
in SC Const, Art 2, §$4, and this sec-
tion {Code 1962 § 23-62}, are not nec-
essarily conclusive of the additional’
qualifications required for voting in
incorporation  elections under SC
Const, Art 8, § 2 (see now S. C. Const.
Art, 8 § 8). Brisben v Thornton, 258
SC 524, 189 SE2d 827 (1972).

Cited in Ferrara v Ibach, 285 F Supp
1017 (DSC 1968).

Necessary qualification to vote must
be alleged in action against managers
for refusal to allow vote.—In an action
against the managers of election for
the refusal of the right to vote, the
person so refused must allege the nec-
essary qualificauons which are condi-
tions precedent to his right to vote.

Wiley v Sinkler, 179 US 58, 21 § i
17, 45 L. Ed 84 {1900); Logan v Stan-
tey, 9% SC 22, 78 SE 524 (1913).

Former §7-5-120(5}(b), which dis-
qualifies persons convicted of crimes from
registering or voting, does not violate the
Fourteenth Amendment to the United
States Constitution since § 2 of the Amend-
ment immunizes any classification of dis-
qualifying crimes, whether the classifica-
tion is stated in terms of ‘‘felonies’”
generally, or of some felonies, or of cer-
tain specified crimes, from the equal pro-
tection constraints of § 1 of the Amend-
ment. However, the case would be remand-
ed for consideration by the District Court
of the plaintifi’s claim and that the statute
was racially discriminatory where the
record failed to present any evidence on this
issue. Allen v Ellisor, 1981, CA4 SC) 664
F2d 391.

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S QOPINIONS

A person who is mentally handicapped,
but who has not been declared mentally in-
competent and whe has met all other
statutory requirements for registration may
be registered to vote. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr,
James B. Ellisor, Feb. 24, 1983.

Although not completely free from
doubt, it is the opinion of this Office that
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South Carolina state courts would follow
the majority rule that a felony conviction
under federal law would be a felony under
this section, thus disenfranchising the one
so convicted until nis civil rights have been
restored. Op. Att’y Gen. to Mr. James B.
Ellisor, Aug. 3, 1984,



ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Whether conviction had in court of
magistrate or general sessions — Convic-
tion for offenses named is a disqualifying
factor, whether such conviction is had in
the court of magistrate or general sessions.
1963-64 Ops. Att'y Gen., No 1717, p 190,

Conviction in magistrate’s court of cer-
tain crimes will disqualify a person from
becoming an elector. 1964-65 Ops. Att'y
Gen., No 1910, p 201.

Disqualification arises at time of convic-
tion. 1964-65 Ops. Att'y Gen., No 1940,
p 241.

And it is not stayed by appeal. 1964-65
Ops. Aut’y Gen., No 1940, p 241.

Conviction of disqualifying offense in a
foreign jurisdiction is sufficient to dis-
qualify one from suffrage rights in South
Carolina. 1964-65 Ops. Att’y Gen., No
1912, p 202,

Registration of college students in col-
lege community — A college student must
show that he plans to live permanently or
indefinitely within the college community
in order to register to vote there. 1973-74
Op. Att’y Gen., No. 3918, p 357.

A woman living with her husband would
not be prohibited from establishing her
own residency for the purpose of voting in
South Carolina, even though her military
husband did not declare the State of South
Carolina as his residence, 1975-76 Op
Atty Gen. No 4324, p 145,

A person pleading nolo contendere to a
disqualifying offense under § 23-62(5-b)
[1976 Code § 7-5-120(5-b)] would be dis-
qualified from registering to vote. 1976-77
Op. Atty Gen., No. 77-176, p 137.

A person who has been coovicted of
forging a drug prescription would also be
deemed a forger under §23-62 [1976 Code
§ 7-5-120] and therefore disqualified from
registering to vote. 1976-77 Op Atty Gen,
No 77-106, p 9%4.

One convicted of criminal conspiracy is
not disqualified from voting. 1980 Op Att’y
Gen., No 80-22, p 48.

It is the opinion of this Office that South
Carolina courts would follow the majori-
ty rule that a felony conviction under
federal law would be a felony under this
- section, thus disenfranchising the one so
convicted until his civil rights have been

restored. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B.
Ellisor, Aug. 3, 1984,

A person who does not live within the
municipality but who owns a business
within the municipality would not be con-
sidered a resident for the purpose of voting
in a municipal election. Op. Atty. Gen. to
Hon. Martin Sauls, Jan. 31, 1977.

Only a judicial order declaring a person
to be incompetent would disenfranchise a
person under this section. Op. Atty. Gen.
to Mr. James B. Ellisor, Feb. 24, 1983.

A person who is mentally handicapped,
but who has not been declared mentally in-
competent and who has met all other
statutory requirements for registration may
be registered to vote. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr.
James B. Ellisor, Feb. 24, 1983,

A conviction by a military court-martial
does not constitute a conviction within the
meaning of §7-5-120(5)(b) and a person so
convicted is not disqualified from voting
or registering to vote. Op. Atty. Gen. to
Ms, Faye K. Jones, Oct. 16, 1979,

A juvenile convicted in juvenile or family

* court of a disqualifying crime would not

be disqualified from voting, but a juvenile
convicted in General Sessions would be dis-
qualified. Op. Atty. Gen. to Ms. Frances
M. Pennington, July 2, 1979.

Until a citizen of a particular section of
Kershaw County to be annexed to Lan-
caster County by virtue of Act No. 348 of
the 1977 Acts becomes a resident of Lan-
caster County, he could not register to vote
in Lancaster County and thus would not
be among those qualified Lancaster County
electors eligible to serve as jurors in Lan-

- caster County. 1977 Op. Atty. (_.‘nen., No.

77-398, p. 325.

In order for students to be registered to
vote in the community in which they attend
college, they must show that they are
domiciled (intend to remain permanently
or indefinitely) in that community. Op.
Atty. Gen. to Hon. Earl M. Middleton,
April 11, 1984,

The State may require more than a sim-
ple declaration by the student to this effect
and may review several criteria to insure

. that the student is validly domiciled in that
community. Op. Atty. Gen. to Hon. Earl
M. Middleton, April 11, 1984.
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§ 7-5-130. Time and place where books shall be llept open

for registration. .

The books of registration shall be open at each’ counly court-

house, or at such other place as may be provided by the governing

body of the county, during the same hours as other county offices
are normally open, except as provided for in § 7-5-150.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-63; 1952 Code § 23-63; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55)

R&enrch and Practice Refcrenceo—
25 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 105.
29 CJS. Elections § 39.

- ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

No provision for watchers.—No pro-

- vision s contained in the South Caro-

lina Election Law for watchers at places
of registration of electors, 1964-65

Caonsistent with the idea that the right to
vote in South Carolina is fundamental, it
is not unlawful nor does it invalidate the
vote, to register voters on Sunday. Op.

Ops. AlCy Gen,, No 1812, p 60. Atty. Gen. 1o Hon. McKinlay Washington,

- . Jr., Oct. 19, 1983,
1t is important that the place where per-

sons go to register be open and accessible
to all persons who desire to register. Op.
Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B. Ellisor, Aug.
16, 1982,

§ 7-5-140. Additional days
tice of time and place.

Boards of registration shall remain open as provided by law and,
in addition thereto, shall remain open and available for registra-
tion on any additional days, during such hours and at such various
places throughout the county as the boards may determine. Notice
of the uime and place shall-be given by prior publicavon in a
newspaper of general circulation in the county,

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-65.1; 1957 (50) 671; 1967 (55) 634; 1982 (62) 1964. '

and hours for registration; no-

Effect of Amendments— ‘

The 1982 amendment added the second sentence ‘‘State boards also shall remain open
and available for absentee registration and absentee voting responsibilities during such .
additional hours as the boards may deem necessary.”

CASE NOTES

Special registration supplemenial to
regular registration.—The special reg-
istration for special elections was in-
tended 10 supplement the regular reg-
istration in order that those who are
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qualified, but not. duly registered since
the last general election, may not be
deprived of the right 10 vote at special
elections. Logan v Siwanley, 95 SC 22,
78 SE 524 (1913).



ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINION

Payment 10 members of boards.—
Payment made by the State to the
members of the boards of registration
is in full for all days on which the
board is required o open or which, in
its discretion, under the provisions of
this sectton [Code 1962 § 23-65.1], the
board may detennine to additionally
open its offices. 1964-65 Ops. Au'v
Gen., No 1877, p 143.

Board may remain open on legal
holiday.—A couny board of regisira-
ton could have, if it chose and prop-
erly announced the same, remained
open on Friday, May 10, and Saturday,
May 11, 1968, 1o accept applications
for registration and to issue registra-
tion certificales, even though May 10
was a legal holiday. 1967-68 Ops. Aut'y
Gen., No 2446, p 104.

Even though one member of the Board
of Registration without the consent of the
rest of the Board, established a different
place and date of registration and adver-
tised on the radio, such registrations were
not carried out in accordance with State
laws and, therefore, were invalidly made.
Op. Atty. Gen. to Ms. Eloise Kirkland,
June 26, 1974,

Those people invalidly registered
however, should be entered on the coun-
ty's registration books because they
thought they had done all they could do 10
be validly registered, Op. Atty. Gen. to Ms.
Eloise Kirkland, June 26, 1974.

There is no express prohibition under ex-
isting South Carolina law against the tak-
ing of applications for voter registration in
the home or door-to-door registration, so
long as the provisions of Section 7-5-140
as well as other requirements are met. Ops.
Att’y Gen. to General Assembly, April 13,
1984.

Notification by radio of additional
registration times and places would be in-
valid notification. No prohibition to hav-
ing radio announcements or some other
method of notification to supplement the
required newspaper notice. 08-862 Op.
Att'y Gen. to Hon. Earle M. Middleton,
March 27, 1984,

Consistent with the idea that the right to
vote in South Carolina is fundamental, it
is not unlawful nor does it invalidate the
vote, to register voters on Sunday. Op.
Atty. Gen. to Hon. McKinlay Washington,
Jr., Oct. 19, 1983,

Although radio notification would be in-
sufficient notice in itself, there would be
no prohibition to having radio an-
nouncements or some other method of
notification such.as handbills to supple-
ment the required newspaper notice. Op.
Atty. Gen. to Hon. Earl M. Middleton,
Mar, 27, 1984,

§ 7-5-150. Closing registration books; registration of per-
sons coming of age while books closed.

The registration books shall be closed thirty days before each
election, but only as to that election or any second race or runoff
resulting from that election, and shall remain closed until such
election shall have taken place, anything in this article to the
contrary noltwithstanding;, provided, that the registration books
shall be closed thirty days before the June primary and shall
remain closed until after the second primary and shall likewise be
closed thirty days before the November general election. They
shall thereafier be opened from time to time in accordance with
the provisions of this article. Such persons as shall become of age
during any such period of thirty days shall be entiled to registra-
tion before the closing of the books if otherwise qualified.
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HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-66; 1952 Code § 23-66; 1950 (46) 2059, 1957 (50)

671; 1958 (50) 1548,

Cross references—

As to procedures for regisuation when qlldllh(dllt')ll 15 mmpleled after closing

books, see § 7-5-180).

As to procedure for computing of time when the last day of the period is a Saturday,

Sunday or legal holiday, see § 15-1-20.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS_

When qualification of elector deter-

mined. — Qualification of a candidate as’
elector as required by S.C. Const., Art. 17 .

§ 1 is determined as of time of election and
not at time of filing of his renomination
petition. 1967-68 Ops. Att'y Gen., No.
2559, p 257.
- Period within which persons coming of
age or completing qualification may
register — Persons who will come of age
or complete qualification during the 30-day
period of the closing of the books before
. an election may apply for registration dur-
ing the 60-day period preceding such clos-
ing. 1964-65 Ops. Att'y Gen., No 1935 P
235.

Municipal party primary winner en-
titled to be candidate in general election.—
Muncipal party primary winner in race for
city council was entitled to be his party’s
candidate in the general election although
he had not been registered 30 days in his
precinct prior to the primary but will have
been registered more than 30 days at the
time of the general election. 1971-72 Ops.
Att'y Gen,., No 3289, p 96.

For a petition signature to be valid, the
petitioner must have registered to voté at -
least 30 days prior to the final date for fil-
ing the petition. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr.
Joseph H. Earle, Jr., Nov. 5, 1981.

A candidate who registered to vote on

the first available day in that the registra-
tion board was closed on Saturday and
Sunday is still required to meet the 30 day
registration requirement in order to be
qualified as of the time of the general elec-
tion. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. William
Myrick, Jr., Oct. 19, 1981.
* The thirty-day deadline requires that the
candidate must be qualified as of the time
of the general election. Op. Atty. Gen. 0"
Hon. Larry Blanding, Mar. 26, 1980, -

Although radio notification would be in- .
sufficient notice in itself, there would be
no prohibition te having radio an-
nouncements or some other method of
notification such as handbills to supple-
ment the required newspaper notice, Op.
Atty. Gen. to Hon. Ear! M. Middleton,
Mar. 27, 1984.

CASE NOTES

Statutory requirement that, as qualifica-
tion of voting in any election, one must be
duly registered on books of registration of
state at least 30 days prior to election is
valid and constitutional; there is nothing
racially discriminatory in statute since per-
son has no federal constitutional right to
walk up to voting place on election day and
demand ballot; states have valid and suf-
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ficient interest in providing for some period
of time prior to election in order to prepare
adeguate voter records and protect electoral
processes from possible frauds. Key v
Board of Voter Registration (1980, CA4
SC) 622 F2d 88, cert den (US) 66 L Ed 2d
99, 101 S Ct 222, reh den (US) 66 L Ed 2d4-
302, 101 S Ct 547,



§ 7-5-155. Registration by Mail.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the following pro-
cedures may be used in the registration of electors in addition to the
procedure otherwise provided by law.

(1) Subject to the provision of Section 7-5-150, any qualified citizen
may register to vote by mailing or having delivered a completed
application not later than forty-five days immediately prior to any
election to his registration board. The postmark date of a mailed
application is considered the date of mailing. The application must be
witnessed by a qualified elector from the respective county. The name,
address, the voter certificate number of the witness, and where applica-
ble the telephone number must be legibly written on the application.
The person witnessing the application may not be a filed candidate for
public office at the time of the application. Any applicant or witness is
subject to the penalty provided in Section 7-25-20 for fraudulent
registration.

(2) Ifthe reglslranon board determines that the apphcant is qualified
and his application is [egible and complete, the registration board shall
mail the voter written notification of approval on a form to be pre-
scribed and provided by the State Election Commission pursuant to
Section 7-5-180. When the county board of registration mails the
written notification of approval, it must do so without requiring the
elector to sign anything in the presence of a member of the board, a
deputy member, or a registration clerk, and the attestation of the
elector’s signature is not required so long as the conditions set forth
above are met.

(3) Anyapplication must be rejected for any of the following reasons:

(1) Any portion of the application is not complete.

(i) Any portion of the apphcation is illegible in the opinion of a
member and the clerk of the board.

(iii) The board is unable to determine, from the address stated on
the application, the precinct in which the voter should be assigned or
the election districts in which he is entitled to vote.

(4) Any person whose application is rejected must be notified of the
rejection together with the reason for rejection. The applicant must
further be informed that he still has a right to register by appearing in
person before the board of registration or by submitting the informa-
- tion by mail necessary to correct his rejected application. The form for
notifying applicants of rejection must be prescribed and provided by

the State Election Commission pursuant to Section 7-5-180.
: (b) The State Election Commission shall furnish a sufficient
number of applications to the county registration boards so that dis-
tribution of the applications may be made to various locations through-
out the counties and mailed to persons requesting them.

County boards of registration shall distribute application forms to
various locations in their respective countles where they must be
readily available to the pubhc
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(c¢) Every application for registration by mail shall contain spaces
for the home and work telephone numbers of the applicant and the
applicant shall enter the numbers on the application where applicable.

{d) The original applications must remain on file in the office of
the county board of registration.

{e) The State Election Commission may promulgate regulations to
implement the provisions of this section.

§ 7-5-160. Voter registration to be permanent: effect on
provisions of law establishing registration procedures, etc.

Effective July 1, 1976, any person who is registered o vote
according to law shall remain permanently registered and entitled
to all rights and privileges of such registration unless his name is
removed from the registration list for cause. The provisions of this
section shall not be construed to modify or repeal any of the
provisions of this Tule or acts of the General Assembly which
establish registration procedures and prescribe the causes for
termination of registration or purging of registraton rolls except
those which require reregistration at ten-vear intervals,

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-67; 1952 Code § 23-67; 1950 (46) 2059; 1957 (50} 671;
1976 (59) 1513.
Cross references —
As 1o registration procedures, see § 7-5-170 ¢t sey,

As 1o causes and procedure {or deletion of names of electors from rosters of
vegistered clectors, see §§ 7-3-20 and 7-3-30.

HISTORY: 1976 Act No. 518.

Effect of Amendments—
The 1976 amendment substantially revised this section.

§ 7-5-170. Necessity for written application for registration;
form; oaths; decisions on applications.

(1) Written application required —No person may be registered to
vote except upon written application which shall become a part of the
permanent records of the board to which it is presented and must be
open to public inspection.

(2) Form of application.—The application must be on a form pre-
scribed and provided by the executive director and shall contain the
following information:

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION
Dated at , S.C,
day of , 19
1, , @
Last Name—First Name—Middle Initial
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citizen of this State and the United States, hereby apply for reglstrauon
as an elector and certify under oath that:

1. 1 am a male/female a member of the , race,
born at ,on - .
I reside at _ - Street in
the town or city of _ ;
or on Road in
Township or Parish in SRR County.

~ My precinct is _ . My weight is : __lbs.,
my height is ft. in.,
the color of my eyes is , the color of my
hair is

02. Iam a resident of South Carolina, this county and in the voting
precinct at which I will be entitled to vote if a registration certificate is
issued to me upon this application. .

3. Iam not now under a court order declaring me mentally incompe-
tent or confined in any public prison.

- [@4. (a) I have never been convicted of a felony or crimes against the

~ . “election laws; or

O (b) Ihavebeenconvicted ofa felony or crimes against the election
“laws. . . :
Date of Convnctlon ,
Month Year
the criminal offense convicted of was ___

- and

the total length of my sentence was'- '

No. of years or months
O (c) I have served my entire’ ‘sentence, all probauon and parole
time, or I have been legally pardoned for the conviction.
5. My social security or identification number is

If none, so state

6. My place of birth is '
7. I was last registered in '

Precinct, County, State.
8. My occupation is
9. My mailing address is

10. My telephone number is.
WHOEVER SHALL, WILFULLY AND KNOWINGLY SWEAR

" FALSELY IN TAKING.ANY OATH REQUIRED BY LAW, AD-

MINISTERED BY ‘ANY PERSON DIRECTED OR PERMITTED
BY LAW TO ADMINISTER SUCH OATH, IS GUILTY OF PER-
JURY AND ON.CONVICTION, INCUR THE PAINS AND PENAL-
TIES OF THAT OFFENSE. -

Sworn to and subscribed before
me this day of , 19
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Member or Clerk of Registration Board

Applicant

(3) Administration of oaths.-—Any member of the registration board,
deputy registrar, or any registration clerk must be qualified to admin-
ister oaths in connection with the application.

(4) Decisions on applications.—Any member of the registration
board, deputy registrar, or registration clerk may pass on the qualifica-
tions of the prospective voter. In case of a question of an applicant being
refused registration, at least one member of the board shall pass on the
qualifications of the voter. A concise statement of the reasons for the
refusal must be written on the application.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-68; 1952 Code § 23-68; 1950 (46) 2059; 1951 (47) 78; 1957 (50) 671;

1965 (54)283; 1967 (55) 657; 1968 (55) 2316; 1974 (58) 2184; 1984 Act No. 304; 1984 Act No.

510; 1986 Act No. 345.

Cross references—

As to punishment for false swearing in applying for registration, see § 7-25-10.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Where application for registration must
be signed. — According to the election law
an application for registration must be sign-
ed in the presence of a member of the board
or the clerk of the registration board.
1968-69 Ops. Att'y Gen., No. 2653, p. 68.

The payment of taxes and the certifica-
tion of residence for the purpose of motor
vehicle registration are factors (o take into
consideration in determining the place of
residence, but not conclusive factors.
1963-64 Ops. Att’y Gen., No 1729, p. 216.

Registration of student. — A student
may properly be asked under subdivision
{(4) if he is registered to vote in another

it is not necessary to have a Social
Security number in order 1o register to vote.
Under the provisions of the registration ap-
plication, however, it is necessary to either
give the Social Security number or state
that the individual does not have a Social
Security number. Op. Atty. Gen. to Hon.
. Richard L. Rigdon, Oct. 26, 1981.

county. Where do his parents live? What
is his place of residence as shown upon the
college records? Military records? In-
surance records? Driver’s license? Other
documents? 1963-64 Ops. Att’y Gen., No.
1729, p 216.

A student may be registered to vote in
the comunity where he attends college on-
ly if he establishes that he is a bona fide

- resident of that community. In establishing

such residency, it must be demonstrated
that the student intends to remain in the
commuity permanently or indefinitely. Op.
Att’y Gen. to Hon. Earl M. Middleton,
April 11, 1984,

A person who is mentally handicapped,
but who has not been declared mentally in-
competent and who has met all other
statutory requirements for registration may
be registered to vote. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr.
James B. Ellisor, Feb. 24, 1983.

§ 7-5-180. Procedure for registration when qualification shall
be completed after closing books.
In case any person who has not attained the age of eighteen years before
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the closing of the books of registration preceding any election but at-
tains such age before the next ensuing election appears before the board
of registration and makes application for registration, under oath as to
the facts above stated entitling a person to registration, the board must
register the applicant, if he is otherwise duly qualified. Any person not
laboring under the disabilities named in the Constitution and in Section
7-5-120 and whose qualification as an elector is completed after the closing
of the registration books, but before the next ensuing election, has the
right to apply for and secure registration at any time within sixty days
immediately preceding the closing of the books for the election or for
the primary election preceding the election. Written notification of ap-
proval or rejection must be issued personally, or mailed by the board
to each applicant on a form to be prescribed and provided by the State
Election Comimission. The decision of the board of registration may be
appealed as provided by Section 7-5-230.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-69; 1952 Code § 23-69; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55) 634,
1968 (55) 2316; 1976 (59) 1386; 1984 Act. No. 510.

Cross references—
As to registration of persons coming of age while books closed, see § 7-5-150.

As to procedure for computing of time when the last day of the period is a Saturday,
Sunday or legal holiday, see § 15-1-20.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Municipal party primary winuer enti-  days in his precinet prior to the primary,
tled to be candidate in general elec-  but will have been registered more than
tion.—Municipal party primary winner 30 days at the time ot the general
in race for city council was entitled 10 election. 1971-72 Ops. Aw'y Gen., No
be his party’s candidate in the general 3989 |, 96,
election as being qualified elector
although he had not been registered 30

§ 7-5-210. Physically disabled persons may execute forms
by mark. :
In cases of inability to write on account of physicaly disability only,
any prospective registrant to vote may sign the application and oath by
mark in the presence of a clerk or a member of the board of registration.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-72.1; 1958 (50) 1591; 1984 Act(. No. 510.

Cross references—
As to barrier-free polling places for physically handicapped electors, see §7-7-990.
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§ 7-5-220. Registration shall be invalid at election wnthm
thirty days of such registration.
Registration made thirty days or less before any election is not valid
for that election or any second race or runoff resulting from that elec-
tion but such registration shall be valid in any other e¢lection.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-72.2; 1958 (50) 1548; 1984 Act No. 510.

Cross references—

As to procedure for computing of time when the last day of the period is a Saturday,

Sunday or legal holiday, see § 15-1-20.

ATTORNEY GENERAL’'S OPINJONS

Effect of registering thirty days or
less from election.~This section {Code
1962 § 23-72.2] prohibits voter obiain-
ing registration thirty days or less from
an election from voting in that elec-
tion. 1969-70 Op Aut'y Gen, No 2821,

33.

P Municipal party primary winner enti-
tled to be candidate in general elec-

tion.—Municipal party primary winner
in race for city council was entitled to
be his party's candidate in the general
election although he had not been reg-
istered 30 days in his precinct prior to
the primary, but will have been regis-
tered more than 30 days at the time of
the general election. 1971-72 Op Att'y
Gen, No 3289, p 96.

§ 7-5=230. Boards of registration shall determine qualifica-
tions; appeal from denial of registration or restoration of
name on registration books.

The boards of registration to be appointed under § 7-5-10 shall
be the judges of the legal qualifications of all applicants for
registration. Any person denied registration or restoration of his
name on the registration books shall have the rnight of appeal from
the decision of the board of registration denying him registration
or such restoration to the court of common pleas of the county or
any judge thereof and thence to the Supreme Court.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-73; 1952 Code § 23-73; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55)
657.

Cross references—
As to constitutional right to appeal by person denied registration, see SC
Const, Art 2, §9.

Research and Practice References—

25 Am Jur 2d, Elections 4§ 112 et seq.

9 Am Jur Pl & Pr Forms (Rev ed), Elections, Form 21 (petition or apphczuon
to compel registration of voter),

§ 7-5-240. Proceedings on appeal in court of common
pleas.
Any person denied registration or restoration of his name on
the registration books and desiring to appeal must within ten days
34



after written notice to him of the decision of the board of
registration file with the board a written notice of his intention to
appeal therefrom. Within ten days after the filing of such notice of
intention to appeal, the board of registration shall file with the
clerk of court of common pleas for the county the notice of
intention to appeal and any papers in its possession relating to the
case, together with a report of the case if it deem proper. The
clerk of the court shall file the same and enter the case on a
special docket to be known as calendar number four. If the
applicant desires the appeal to be heard by a judge at chambers he
shall give every member of the board of registration four days’
written notice of the time and place of the hearing. On such
appeal the hearing shall be de novo.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-74; 1952 Code § 23-74; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55)
657.

Cross references—
As to appellate review, generally, see Title 18.

As to procedure for computing of time when the last day of the period is a Saturday,
Sunday or legal holiday, see § 15-1-20.

§ 7-5~250. Right to and proceedings on further appeal to
Supreme Court.

From the decision of the court of common pleas or any judge
thereof the applicant may further appeal to the Supreme Court by
filing a written notice of his intention to appeal therefrom in the
office of the clerk of court of common pleas within ten days after
written notice to him of the filing of such decision and within such
time serving a copy of such notice on any member of the board of
registration. Thereupon, the clerk of the court of common pleas
shall certify all the papers in the case to the clerk of the Supreme
Court within ten days after the filing of such notice of intention to
appeal. The clerk of the Supreme Court shall place the case on a
special docket, and it shall come up for hearing upon the call
thereof under such rules as the Supreme Court may make. If such
appeal be filed with the clerk of the Supreme Court at a time that
a session thereof will not be held between the date of filing and
election at which the applicant will be entitled to vote if registered,
the Chief Justice or, if he is unable to act or disqualified, the
senior associate justice shall cail an extra term of the court to hear
and determine the case.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-75; 1952 Code § 23-75; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55)
634.

§ 7-5-280. State Election Commission shall furnish registra-
tion forms.
The applications provided for in this article as well as all other forms
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necessary for registration must be furnished to each county by the State
Election Commission.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-80; 1957 (50) 671; 1971 (57) 85; 1984 Act No. 510.

Cross references—
As to the creation of the State Election Commission, see § 7-3-10.

ARTICLE b

REGISTRATION Booxs, LisTS OF ELECTORS AND THE LIKE

Sec.

7-5-410. Maintenance and inspection of official registration records.
7-5-420. Lists of voters for party primaries.

7-5-430. Books for general and special elections.

7-5-440. Electors must appear on official lists or prove registration to vote.
7-5-450. Who is to furnish certificate 1o prove registration.

7-5-460. Custody of books and return after election.

7-5-470. Division of registration books into sections,

§ 7-5—410. Maintenance and inspection of official registra-
tion records.

Each board of registration shall deposit the official records of
regisiration for safekeeping in the board's office or in the office of
the clerk of court of common pleas for its county, who shall keep
them with the other records in his office. The official registration
records shall be public records open to the inspection of any
citizen at all times-and shall not be removed from the office by any
person except the board of registration which may take and keep
them as long as may be necessary to enable it to perform its
duties. The official records of registration shall not be kept
anywhere else except when their use is required elsewhere by the
provisions of this Title.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-97; 1952 Code § 23-97; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55)
634.

Related Local Laws—
For a local law pertaining to disposition of old voter regmratlon records in
Saluda County, see Local Law Index.

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d. Elections § 109.
29 CJS, Elections § 47,
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

This section [Code 1962 § 23-97)
has reference 1o all of the records
relating to registration, including the
copies or duplicates of the registration
books which are prepared for use in
the various precincts.

Att'y Gen., No 1718(b), p 194.

Restriction of right of inspection.—
While the records are being kept by

1963-64 Ops. -

the boards of registration for the per-
formance of their duties, the right of
inspection may be restricted, partially
or completely, by the board of registra-
tion, depending upon whether the
board determines that inspection may
interfere with the process of registra-
tion. 1963-64 Ops. Aty Gen., No
1718¢b), p 194.

§ 7—5—420. Lists of voters for party primaries.

Immediately preceding each party primary election the board of
registration in each county shall furnish to the county committee
of each political party proposing to hold a primary two official lists
of voters for each polling precinct in the county, containing in
each the names of all electors entitled to vote at each precinct.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23.98; 1952 Code § 23-98; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55)
634.

Attorney General’'s Opinions

The State Election Commission is not re-
quired to provide a computer list of voters
free of charge to a political party for an
election that is not authorized by law, such
as a Presidential preference election. Op.
Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B. Ellisor, Oct.
1, 1979,

§ 7-5—430. Books for general and special elections.

Immediately preceding each general election or any special
election the board of registration shall furnish to the commission-
ers of election for their county two registration books for each
polling precinct in their county containing in each the names of all
electors entitled to vote at each precinct.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-99; 1952 Code § 23-99; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7-5-440. Electors must appear on official lists or prove registration to
vote.

No elector shall vote in any polling precinct unless his name appears
on the official list of voters for the precinct. If the name of any registered
elector does not appear or incorrectly appears on the official list of voters
of his precinct he may vote if he presents to the managers of election
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of the precinct, in addition to his valid South Carolina driver’s license
or other form of identification required by Section 7-13-710 if he is not
licensed to drive, a certificate of a member of the registration board of
his county that his name is registered and on file in the office of the
registration board of his county or a certificate of the executive director
that his name is enrolled in the records of his county on file in the office
of the executive director. Any elector may also vote upon presenting the
written notification of registration issued by the board if the elector has
signed the notification.

At least one member of the county registration board must be present
in the registration board’s office at all hours during which the polls are
open on every election day for the purpose of carrying out the provi-
sions of this section.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-100; 1952 Code § 23-100; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55) 657;
1968 (55) 2316; 1984 Act. No. 510,

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Failure of registration officials 1o
make proper record will not deny elec-
tor right to vole.—The mere failure of
registration officials o record the
name, address, and age of an otherwise
properly registered elector in the regis-
tration book will not operate to deny
to such elector his right to cast his
ballot. 1963-64 Ops. Au'y Gen.. No
1679, p 127,

Elector whose pame is omitted from
books at polling place must obtain
certificate—In the event a name iy
omitted from the books at the polling
place, the defect may be remedied un-
der the provisions of this section
[Code 1962 § 28-100] by obtaining the

certihcate required therein, but the
elector should not be permitted 10 vote
unless he does obtain such certificate.
1963-64 Ops. Aty Gen., No 1679, p
127

But one whose name has been inad-
vertently left off all hooks should be
allowed to vote.—If the name of the
elector has been inadvertently lefu off
all registration books, that is, the
counly book, the county book filed
with the Secretary of State, and the
books at the polling places, the elector
is not at fault for these omissions and
has no statutory remedy. He should,
therefore, be permitted 10 vote. 1963~
64 Ops. Att'y Gen., No 1679, p 27,

§ 7-5-460. Custody of books and return after election.
The commissioners of election or the county committee, as the

case may be, shall turn over such books to the managers of
election of each polling precinct or cJub, who shall be responsible
for the care and custody of such books and the return thereof
within three days after such election. The commissioners of elec-
tion or the county committee, as the case may be, shall return
such books to the board of registration prior to the day on which
the books of registration are next required by law to be opened by
the board of registration and in no event later than twenty days
after such election.
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HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-102; 1952 Code § 23-102; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7=-5—470. Division of registration books into sections.

The board of registration may divide the registration books into
as many separate sections as shall be directed by the county
committee of any political party, the cost of such additional
separate section or sections to be borne by such county commit-
tee. The books constituting a separate section or sections shall
first be approved by the State Election Commission.

HISTORY: 1962 Code §25-103; 1952 Code §23-103; 1950 (46) 2059, 2442,
1971 (57) 85.

ARTICIFE 7

SpPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

Sec.
7-5-610. Who is entitled 1o vote in municipal elections.
7-5-620. Production of county certificate of registration and proof of residence is

required.
7-5-630. Municipal registration or enrolhnenr shall not be required.
7-5-670. Use and cusiady of registration books.

§ 7-5-610. Who is entitled to vote in municipal elections.

Requirements for voting in municipal elections.

Section 7-5-610. Every citizen of this State and of the United States:

(1) Of the age of eighteen years and upwards;

(2) Having all the qualifications mentioned in Section 7—5-]20;

(3) Who has resided within the corporate limits of any incorporated
municipality in this State for thirty days previous to any municipal
election;

(4) Who has been registered for county, state, and national elections
as herein required:

Is entitled to vote at all municipal elections of his municipality.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-111; 1952 Code § 23-111; 1950 (46) 2059; 1951 (47) 78;
1984 Act No. 290

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS

A person who does not live within the  Persons on the fringe areas of the Loris
municipality but who owns a business City limits who pay city taxes and receive
within the municipality would not be con- city services but who do not live within the
sidered a resident for the purpose of voting city limits cannot vote in the municipal elec-
in a municipal election. Op. Atty. Gen. to tion. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Carroll D.
Hon. Martin Sauls, Jan. 31, 1977, Padgett, Jr., Nov. 17, 1977.
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§7-5-620 Production of proper identification and proof of residence is required.

I'he production of a valid South Carolina driver’s license or otlier tormy of
sdentitication required by Section 7-13-710, if he is not licensed to drive, and
prseot of the residence of the elector within the Hmits of the municipality for
thirty days preceding any clection constitutes conditions prerequisite to the right
ol elector 1o vote.

HHISNTORY: 1962 Code § 23-112; 19532 Code & 23-112; 1951 (47) 78;
1984 Act No. 290; 1984 Act. No. 510.

§ 7-5-630. Municipal registration or enrollment shall not be
required.

There shall be no registration or enrollment required for voting
in municipal elections except the registration required for voting
in county, State and national elections.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-113; 1952 Code § 23-113; 1951 (47) 78, 229,

§ 7-5-660. Preparation of registration books.

Such supervisors of registration shall, along with the county
board of registration in each county, prepare duplicate sets of
books of registration for each ward or each precinct, showing thz
duly registered electors, according to the county registraticn
books, living in each particular ward or precinct in the city or
town.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-116; 1952 Code § 23-116; 1951 (47) 78, 229; 1984 Act. No. 290

§ 7-5-670. Use and custody of registration books.

The books of registration shall be prepared and turned over to
the managers of each voting place within the ward or precinct for
use in conducting all municipal elections, but immediately follow-
ing any municipal election such books shall be turned over to the
county board of registration and shall be safely kept in the office
of the clerk of court at the courthouse.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-117; 1952 Code § 23-117; 1951 (47) 78, 229,
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§ 7-7-10. Voting precincts established.

For the purposc ol holding any general, primary or spedial election
in this State the voting precincts and voting places in the several
countics of the State shall be designated. fixed and established by

the General Assembly,

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-153; 1952 Code § 23-153: 1950 (46} 2414; 1976 (59)

1501,

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 228.
29 CJS, Elections §§ 53, 54.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Under §7-7-10 and §5-15-50, South
Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, the General
Assembly is the only authority which
should draw ward lines for voting pur-
poses; municipalities can draw ward lines
pursuant to §5-15-50, South Carolina Code
of Laws 1976, for other than election pur-
poses; if the General Assembly fails to
designate a voting place another authority
may designate the voting place; munici-
palities can not be able to pool all the
precincts in municipality for municipal elec-
tion. 1978 Op Att’y Gen. No 78 70, p 99.

Any changes made in the description of

the precinct lines in Orangeburg County
would have to be accomplished through
legislative action of the General Assembly,
Cp. Atty. Gen. to Hon. Earl M. Mid-
dleton, July 13, 1983.

County election commissions can and
should only designate polling places when
the legislature is not in session and either
has failed to designate a polling place or
some exigent circumstances require a new
polling place to be designated immediate-
ly. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Joseph S.
Mendelson, Oct. 14, 1982,

For §7-7-30 thru 7-7-530 see Code and recently passed Legislation for county precincts

and polling places.

ARTICLE 3

ALTERATION OF PRECINCTS

Sxc.

7-7-710. State Election Commission shall report certain precincts to General
Assembly for alteration; alteration by county regisiration boards
where General Assembly fails 1o act.

7-7-720. Certificates shall be mailed to persons whose registration is transferred;
removal from registration books of persons whose certificates are
returned undelivered; notice to electors; restoration of name.

7-7-730. Certain precincts having more than 1,500 electors deemed to be in

compliance with article.
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§ 7-7=710. State Election Commission shall report certain
precincts to General Assembly for alteration; alteration by
county registration boards where General Assembly fails to
act.

The State Election Commission shall report the names of all
polling precincts by county that have more than one thousand five
hundred registered electors as of January first to the General
Assembly not later than the fourth Tuesday of each odd-numbered
year. If, by April first of the same year, the General Assembly has
failed to alter the precincts so that no precinct shall have more
than one thousand five hundred qualified electors the State Elec-
tion Commission shall notify the respective county registration
boards which shall make such alterations as necessary to conform
all precincts to such limitations. Provided, that precincts isolated
by water shall not be required to meet minimum requirements.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-221; 1971 (57) 398.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 54.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFINIONS

The new home rule legislation within a County as it formerly did.

prevents the General Assembly [ronn 1974-75 Op Ay Gen, No 4058, p 136,
establishing or realigning precinet lines
Footnote 1 .

(R68, S160)No. 196

A Joint Resolution To Provide That The Board Of Voter Registration !n
Each County Shall Suspend Any Action To Change The Boundaries Of Voting
Precincts In Which There Are More Than Fifteen Hundred Registered Voters
Pending Further Action By The General Assembly To Reapportion Voting
Districts In Accordance With The 1980 United States Census; And To Provide
That In Such Precincts Voter Lists Shall Be Divided Alphabetically In Accor-
dance With Seciion 7-7-730 Of The 1976 Code And Additional Voting Places
Shall Be Provided Within The Same Precinct At The Same Or Several Locations.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:
County boards of registration authorized to alter boundaries of voting precincts

SECTION 1. A, Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 7-7-710 of the 1976
Code and until the General Assembly completes necessary reapportionment
of election districts in the State, the provisions of that section which authorizes
county boards of registration to alter the boundaries of voting precincts which
contain more thar fifteen hundred registered voters if the General Assembly
fails to alter suck »oundaries by April first of each year are suspended.

B. In lieu of aitzration of precinct boundaries of precincts with more than
fifteen hundreed voters, the respective county boards of registration shall ar-
range the precinct voting list in alphabetical order and divide it in two or more
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paris so that no part shall exceed fifteen hundred names as provided in Section
7-7-130 of the 1976 Code. Separate managers and voting facilites shall be pro-
vided for each part of the separated list either at the same voting place or at
other locations within the existing precinct boundaries.

Time effective
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon approval by the Governor.

Approved the 27th day of April, 1981.

§7-7-720 Notification shall be mailed to persons whose
registration is transferred; removal from registration
bhooks of persons whose notifications are returned
undelivered; notice to electors; restoration of name.

Any person whose registration is transferred to another precinct by
virture of the provisions of this article must be delivered by mail notifica-
tion from the county registration board reflecting the new precinct.

Any person whose notification is returned to the board of registra-
tion because he is no longer at the address shown on the board’s records
must have his name removed from the registration books. The county
registration office must notify the State Election Commission of the
removal. Further notice to the elector is not required. If the elector’s
name has been deleted solely by reason of the return of the notification,
his name must be restored as a matter of course to the registration books
immediately upon his request if he is otherwise qualified to vote in that
precinct.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-222; 1971 (57) 398; 1984 Act no. 510.

§7—7-—730. Certain precincts having more than 1,500 elec-
tors deemed to be in compliance with article.

When a precinct has more than one thousand five hundred
registered electors and an additional polling place is provided
within the precinct and no polling place in such precinct is
assigned more than one thousand five hundred electors the provi-
sions of § 7-7-710 shall be deemed to be complied with. Also, the
provisions of such section shall be deemed to be complied with if
the precinct list is alphabetically divided so that no list contains
more than one thousand five hundred electors and separate man-
agers and facilities are provided within.the polling place for each
list of electors. Local registration boards dividing precincts alpha-
beticaliy shall notify the Election Commission of such division so
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that separate alphabetically arranged poll lists may be printed by
the State Election Comumission.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23.223; 1971 (57) 398.

ARTICLE b

WueRre ELFCTORS TO VOTE

Sec.

7-7-910. Places where eleciors shall be registered and vote.

7-7-920. Places where electors shall vote in municipal elections.

7-7-940. Procedure npon removal of elector from one precinct to another.

7-7-950. Procedure where new precinct is established.

7-1-960. Procedure upon change of ward or precinct boundaries; ‘effect of
annexation of part ol county to municipality divided into wards.

7-7-970. Change of location of voting place or name of precinct,

7-7-980. Registration of officers and their spouses temporarily residing at capital
o1 county seat

7-7-990 Barrier-free polling places for physically handicapped electors; criteria and

procedures for use.

§ 7-7-910. Places where electors shall be registered and
vote.

Subject to the provisions of § 7-7-920, every registered elector
shall be registered and, unless otherwise specified on his voting
certificate, shall vote at the nearest voting place within the precinct
of his residence, but in incorporated towns in which officers are
elected by wards or other municipal subdivisions electors shall be
registered and shall vote at the voting places nearest to their
residences within the ward or other subdivision.of their resi-
dences.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 28-211; 1952 Code § 23-211; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55)
657.

Related Local Laws— _

For local laws pertaining to residents of areas without voting places annexed to
Anderson, see Local Law Index.

For local laws pertaining to voters residing in Cheraw voting precincts Nos. |,
2 and 3 in Chesterfield County, see Local Law Index.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections §§ 228, 229.
29 CJS, Elections § 199,

Cross reference—
As to constitutional provision that every qualified elector is to vote only in the precinct
of his or her residence, see SC Const., Art. 1, § 4.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS

Under §7-7-10 and §5-15-50. South
Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, the General
Assembly is the only authority which
should draw ward lines for voting pur-
poses; municipalities can draw ward lines
pursuant to §5-15-50, South Carolina Code
of Laws, 1976, for other than election pur-

Precinct voting places must be open on
election day even if only a few persons will

poses; if the General Assembly fails to
designate a voting place another authority
may designate the voting place;
municipalities can not be able to pool all
the precincts in municipality for municipal
election. 1978 Op. Att’y Gen. No. 78-70 p
99.

be voting in those precincts. Op. Atty. Gen.
to Nolen L. Brunson, Jan. 29, 1980.

§ 7-7-920. Places where electors shall vote in municipal
elections.

In all municipal elections when the aldermen or councilmen are
elected by wards, the electors shall vote at the voting place within
their ward nearest their residences, and in all mumcipal elections
when the aldermen, councilmen or other officials are elected by a
vote at large within the municipality, the electors shall vote at the
voting place in the precinct within which they reside which is
nearest their residences.

In all municipal elections when the ward lines and the precinct
lines coincide within the city limits of the municipality, electors
shall vote at the nearest voting place within the ward or precinct.

In any city or town having not more than one polling precinct,
established by ordinance, for municipal elections, all duly qualified
electors shall be permitted to vote in municipal elections at such
voting place if such electors are authorized to vote at any voting
precinct within such city or town.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-211.1; 1952 Code § 23-118; 1951 (47) 78, 229.
Cross references—
As 10 voting in city of Anderson, see § 7-7-80.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections §§ 228, 229,
26 CIS, Elections § 199.

45



ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS

Under §7-7-10 and §5-15-50 South
Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, the General
Assembly is the only authority which
should draw ward lines for voting pur-
poses; municipalities can draw ward lines
pursuant to §5-15-50, South Carolina Code
of Laws, 1976, for other than election pur-

poses; if the General Assembly fails to .

designate a voting place another authority
may designate the voting place;
municipalities can not be able to pool all
the precincts in municipality for municipal
election. 1978 Op Att’y Gen., No 78-70, p.
99.

Constitutionality of last paragraph. —
The last paragraph of this section would
allow municipalities to combine their
precincts into one precinct; and therefore,
all persons to vote in a voting place not

necessarily within their own precinct. This
conflicts with the requirement of S.C.
Const., Art 11, § 4 that every person vote
.. .*‘in the precinct of his residence and not
elsewhere. . .’ 1978 Ops. Att’y Gen. No.
78-70, p. 99.

A person who does not live within the
municipality but owns a business within the
municipality would not be considered a
resident for the purpose of voting in a
municipal election, Op. Atty. Gen. to Hon.
Martin Sauls, Jan. 31, 1977.

Persons on the fringe areas of the Loris
City limits who pay city taxes and receive
city services but who do not live within the
city limit cannot vote in the municipal elec-
tion. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Carroll D.
Padgett, Jr., Nov. 17, 1977.

§ 7-7-940. Procedure upon removal of elector from

one precinct to another,

In case of the moving of a registered elector from one precinct to
another in the same county the elector must notify the board of registra-
tion of the county. The board must note the fact upon the proper book
and give the clector a notification of the precinct into which he is moved.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-215; 1952 Code § 23-215; 1950 (46) 2059; 1984 Act No. 510.

Cross reference— .
As to procedure for computing of time when the last day of the period is a Saturday,
Sunday or legal holiday see §15-1-20.

§ 7-7-950. Procedure where new precinet is established.

When a new voting precinct is established by law, the board of registra-
tion must transfer from the books of registration the names of electors
registered to wote in other voting precincts as should register and vote
in the new votiag precinct and shall notify electors ef the change of polling
precincts.

HISTORY: 1962 Usde §23-216; 1952 Code §23-216; 1950 (46) 2059; 1984 Act. No. 510.

§ 7-7-960. Procedure upon change of ward or precinct boundaries;
effect of annexation of part of county to municipality divided in-
to wards. 46



‘‘(a) Any elector whose precinct or ward is changed by a change
of ward or precinct boundaries must have notification mailed to
him by the county registration ooard reflecting his new precinct or
ward.

(b) Any area in the county annexed to municipality which is divid-
ed into wards shall be made part of a ward to which it is contiguous
by the county board of registration. In the event the annexed area
in a municipality divided into wards contains at least five hundred
qualified electors the area annexed shall be made a separate ward
which must be given a numerical designation. As soon as practicable
following annexation, the board must mail all registered electors
of record residing in the annexed area notification designating the
number of the ward, if appropriate, and precinct to which they have
been assigned.

(c) The envelope in which notifications mailed out in conjunc-
tion with the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) must have printed
on the front ‘DO NOT FORWARD’. All electors whose precinct
or ward is changed by boundary changes must be added to the
records of the precinct or ward to which they are assigned and
deleted from those of the precinct or ward to which they were
formerly assigned.’’

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-193.2; 1975 (59) 635. 1984 Act No. 510

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Costs of implementing new precinct
boundaries. — The County ot Aiken is
responsible for paying the costs and
expenses incurred, or to be incurred. by
the Board of Registration of Aiken
County in implementing the new vioting
precinct boundaries  which  were
established by Section 1 of Act No. 637
of the 1978 Acts and Joint Resolhutions,
page 1832 (see § 7-7-40). Op. Aty Gen,
to Hon. William E. Knous, Jr., Muarch
27, 1979,

Effect of annexation upon Greenville
County precincts. — By using the city
limits of Fountain Inn as the boundary
of Greenville County Precina 78 rather
than actually describing the geographic
boundaries, the General Assembly must

have intended to allow this precinct to
change with the limits of the city. Thus,
the annexation of an area consisting of a
portion ot Precinct 79 would result in
the area becoming partof Precinct 78 by
reason of the defmition in § 7-7-280,
and the electors in the area should be
mailed new registration certificates
pursuant to this secion. Op. At'y Gen.
i Ms. Nelle G, Power, Sept. 21, 1979,

When an annexation and resulting
change i the precinat boundary
geographically separated a portion of a
precinet from the remainder thereof,
the separated portion remairied with the
precinct even though they were not
contiguous. Op. A’y Gen. to Ms. Nelle
. Power, Sept. 21, 1979,
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§ 7-7-970. Change of location of voting place or name of
precinct,

When one voting place has been changed to another in the
same township or polling precinct, or when the name of the voting
place has been changed since the last general election, the regis-
tration of electors for the former voting place shall be valid and
effectual for the new voting place.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-217; 1952 Code § 23-217; 1950 (46) 2059.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

This section [Code 1962 §23-217] tion of an additional polling place
has reference to established voting  within a precinct except by statutory
places. 1963-64 Ops. A’y Gen. No  authorization 1963-64 Ops. Aty Gen.,

1738, p 234. No 1738, p 234.
There is no authority for the crea.

§ 7-7-980. Registration of officers and their spouses tempo-
rarily residing at capital or county seat. '
Federal, State and county ofhcers and their spouses temporarily
residing at or near the capital or county seat may register and vote
in their former home precincts if they so desire.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-218; 1952 Code § 23-218; 1950 (46} 2059; 1968 (53)
2693,

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

A Federal or Siate employee may whether he intends to make the former
tetain his place of residence in one place his permanent home. 1963-64
county although he lives and works in  Ops. Aty Gen., No 1760, p 272.
another county: the prime test being

§7-7-990. Barrier-free polling places for physically handicapped
electors; criteria and procedures for use.

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the county election
commission in each county of the State is encouraged to make every poll-
ing place barrier free and shall provide at least one polling place, free
of architectural barriers, which shall be known as the Countywide Barrier-
Free Voting Precinct, for use by physically handicapped electors of the
county, Such polling place may be within any existing polling place that
now is barrier-free or that is made barrier-free. Any physically handicap-
ped elector, regardless of his place of residence in the county, may vote
in this polling place if he meets the following criteria:

(1) Elector either cannot ambulate without the aid of a wheelchair,
leg braces, crutches or a walker, or elector suffers from a lung disease
to such an extent that he is unable to walk without the aid of a respirator.

(2) Elector has applied in writing to and obtained from the county
board of registration thirty days prior to the election a voting registra-
tion transfer authorizing the elector to vote at the county barrier-free
polling place. 48



B. For every election the State Election Commission shall furnish to
the proper county or party officials a separate roster of those handicap-
ped electors registered to vote at the barrier-free polling place, and the
county election officials shall ensure that election managers are designated
to staff the barrier-free polling place. Such roster shall also contain ap-
propriate precinct and district references for each voter when practical
and reasonable.

C. The county election commission shall be authorized to use paper
ballots in lieu of voting machines in the Countywide Barrier-Free Voting
Precinct in those counties where voting machines are used.

D. When the Countywide Barrier-Free Voting Precinct in the respec-
tive counties closes, the votes of the Countywide Barrier-Free Voting
Precinct shall be tabulated and reported as a separate precinct when other
ballots of the county are counted on election day.

E. The provisions of this section shall only apply to elections conducted
by the county election commission or county executive committee of a
political party and are in lieu of voting by absentee ballot.

HISTORY: 1982 (62) 2185.

CHAPTER 9
Party Organization

Sec.

7-9-10. Certification of political parties.

7-9-20. Qualifications for party membership and voting in primary election.

7-9-30. Party clubs; title, organization, ofhcers, and commiurees.

7-940. Party club membership and activities. membership lists; one voting
place per club; absentee voling.

7-9-50. Meetings of clubs.

7-9-60. County committees.

7-9-70. County conventions; natice, lime and delegates.

7-9-80. County conventions; organization and conduct of business.

7-9-90. State commitiee.

7-9-100. State convention.

7-9-110. County party election commission

§ 7-9-10. Certification of political parties.

Political parties desiring to nominate candidates for offices to be
voted on in a general or special election shall, before doing so, have
applied to the State Election Commission (Commission) for certifica-
tion as such. Parties shall nominate candidates of that party on a
regular basis, as provided in this title, in order to remain certified. Any
certified political party that fails to organize on the precinct level as
provided by Section 7-9-50, hold county conventions as provided by
Sections 7-9-70 and 7-9-80, and hold a state convention as provided by
Section 7-9-100; that fails to nominate candidates for national, state,
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multi-county district, countywide, or less than countywide office by
convention or party primary as provided by Sections 7-11-20, 7-11-30,
and 7-13-40; and that fails to certify the candidates as provided by
Section 7-13-350 in at least one of two consecutive general elections
held on the first Tuesday following the first Monday in November of
an even-numbered year, or that fails to nominate and certify candi-
dates in any other election which might be held within the period of
time intervening between the two general elections, must be decer-
tified by the State Election Commission. The party must be notified in
writing of its decertification at the last address of record. Ifthe notifica-
tion of decertification is returned as undeliverable, it must be placed
on file in the office of the State Election Commission and with the
Secretary of State.

Any decertified party or any noncertified party, organization, or
association may obtain certification as a political party at any time by
filing with the Commission a petition for the certification signed by ten
thousand or more registered electors residing in this State, giving the
name of the party, which must be substantially different from the
name of any other party previously certified.

No petition for certification may be submitted to the Commission
later than six months prior to any election in which the political party
seeking certification wishes to nominate candidates for public office.

At the time a petition is submitted to the Commission for certifica-
tion, the Commission shall issue a receipt to the person submitting the
petition which reflects the date the petition was submitted and the total
number of signatures contained therein. Once the petition is received
by the Commission, the person submitting the petition shall not
submit or add additional signatures.

If the Commission determines, after checking the validity of the
signatures in the petition, that it does not contain the required sig-
natures of registered electors, the person submitting the petition must
be notified and shall not submit any new petition seeking certification
as a political party under the same name for one year from the date the
petition was rejected.

Once a petition for certification has been submitted and rejected by
the Commission, the same signatures may not be submitted in any
subsequent petition to certify a new political party.

Once submitted for verification, a petition for certification may not
be returned to the political party, organization, or association seeking
certification, but shall become a part of the permanent records of the
Commission.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-251; 1952 Code § 23-251; 1950 (46) 2059; 1974 (58) 2866; 1984 Act
No. 263; 1986 Act No. 346.

Research and Practice References—

25 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 117.
29 CJS, Elections § 84.
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Cross references—
As to ballot standards and specifications with respect to presidential electors, see §
7-13-320.
As to the filing the names of candidates for electors of President and Vice President
with the Secretary of State, see § 7-19-70. :
CASE NOTES

The election laws of South Cardlina‘ Election Comm™n, 319 F Supp 784
were revised during the 1968 Session  (DSC 1970). )

of the legislature to become effective And transferred to it most of the
January 1, 1969. United Citizens Party  g,,eq formerly imposed on the Secre-

v South Carolina State Election tary of : :
v ry of State with regard to eleclions.
Comm'n, 319 F Supp 784 (DSC 1970).  Unjted Citizens Party v South Carolina

This revision created a new agency,  State Election Comm'n, 319 F Supp
the State Election Commission. United 784 (DSC 1970). .
Citizens Party v South Carolina Staie

§ 7-9-20. Qualifications for party membership and voting in
primary election.

The qualifications for membership in a certified party and for voting
at a party primary election include the following: The applicant for
membership, or voter, must be at least eighteen years of age or become
so before the succeeding general election, must be a registered elector
and a citizen of the United States and of this State. No person may belong
to any party club or vote in any primary unless he is a registered elector.
The state convention of any political party, organization, or association
in this State may add by party rules to the qualifications for member-
ship in the party, organization, or association and for voting at the
primary elections if such qualifications do not conflict with the provi-
sions of this section or with the Constitution and taws of this State or
of the United States.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-253; 1952 Code § 23-253; 1950 (46) 2059; 1970 (56) 1899;
1974 (58) 2866; 1984 Act No. 510, '

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d, Elections §§ 118,119,158 et seq.

§ 7-9-30. Party clubs; title, organization, officers, and com-
mittees.

One party club may be organized in each general election voting
precinct provided for by law and each of such clubs shall have a
distinct title: “The _—____ Club of the .._______ Party.” Each
such club shall elect a president and one or more vice-presidents,
a secretary and treasurer, a precinct or club secretary and a district
executive committeeman and may have such working committees
as to it may seem expedient. '
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In the absence of the precinct or club district executive commit-
teeman or in case of his inability to act, unless it is otherwise
provided in the party rules, the club district executive committee-
man shall designate another member of the club to perform his
duties or the members of the club shall elect a club district
executive committeeman to take his place.

The officers of the party club shall be reported to the clerk of
court of the county prior to the county convention; any club whick
does not reorganize before the county convention but reorganizes
thereafter as provided in § 7-9-50 shall report the names of its
officers to the clerk of court within seven days. The reports shall
be public record.

HIS':";)SI:Y: 1962 Code § 23-254: 1952 Code § 23-254; 1950 (46) 2059; 1964 (53)

§ 7-9-40. Party club membership and activities; membership
lists; one voting place per club; absentee voting.

Members of a political party must belong to the club in the voting
precinct set forth in their respective registration records. The poll list
of the primary of the preceding primary election is the prima facie list
of the members of each club for the purpose of club organization and
the election of delegates to the county convention. There may not be
more than one voting place for each club. Federal, state, and county
officiers temporarily residing at or near the capital or county seat may
retain their membership and voting rights in their former home clubs.
No person may take part in any club meeting, vote in any primary, or
be elected a delegate to any county convention except in the club of the
voting precinct set forth in his or her registration record.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-255; 1952 Code § 23-255; 1950 (46) 2059; 1984 Act No. 510.

§ 7-9-50. Meetings of clubs.

The president and five members may call all special meetings of the
club, except for reorganization, provided for in the succeeding para-
graph. At least forty-eight hours’ public notice of all special meetings
must be given in a newspaper of general circulation in the area where
the club is situated.

The clubs shall meet for reorganization at the usual place of meeting,
at the time and on the day as determined by the county committee no
later than two weeks prior to the county convention. A notice must be
published by the county committee once a week for two consecutive
weeks, not more than three weeks nor less than two weeks, before the
meeting date in a newspaper having general circulation in the county.
If any existing club fails to reorganize on the day fixed, the county
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chairman may fix a day for the club to meet for reorganization by

giving two weeks’ notice.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-256; 1952 Code § 23-256; 1950 (46) 2059; 1954 (48) 1447; 1974 (58)
2866; 1986 Act No. 327.

Related Local Laws—

For a local law pertaining to the time for reorganization meetings in York
County, see Local Law Index.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Reorganization of clubs.—State law during general eleclion years. 1966-67

does not contemplate complete reor-  Ops. Att'y Gen., No 2247, p 54.
ganization of precinct clubs except )

§ 7-9-60. County committees.

The clubs in each county shall be held together and operate
under the control of a county committee, which shall consist of
one member from each club 1o be elected by the club and shall
also include the State Executive Committeeman from such county.
The committee, when elected, shall appoint its own officers {ex-
cept the chairman, who shall be elected by the county convention),
who shall not necessarily be members of the committee. A vacancy
in the membership of the committee shall be filled by the club
through the loss of whose member by death, resignation or
otherwise the vacancy occurs, except that if the office of the
county chairman shall become vacant by death, resignation or
otherwise, the committee may fill the vacancy by electing a chair-
man to serve until the orgamzation of the next regular county
convention. An officer of the county committee who is not a
member of the committee shall not be entitled to vote on any
question, except the chairman and then only in case of a tie vote.
The tenure of office of the committee shall be until the day of the
- county convention in each general election year.

HISTORY: '1962 Code § 23-258; 1952 Code §23-258; 1950 (46) 2059, 244%;
1954 (48) 1447; 1974 (58) 2866.

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d, Elections §§ 123-125.
29 CJS, Elections §§ 85-87,

§ 7-9-70. County conventions; notice, time and delegates.
County conventions must be held during a twelve-month period
ending March thirty-first of every general election year during a month
determined by the state committee as provided in Section 7-9-100. The
county committee shall set the date, time, and location during the
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month designated by the state committee for the county convention to
be held; however, the date set by the county committee for the county
convention must be at least two weeks prior to the state convention.
When a month in a nongeneral election year is chosen for the county
convention, it must be held for the purpose of reorganization only. The
date, time, and location that the county convention must be recon-
vened during the general election year to nominate candidates for
public office to be filled in the general election must be set by county
committee. Notices, both for the convention to be held for reorganiza-
tion and for the reconvened convention to nominate candidates, must
be published by the county committee, once a week for two consecutive
weeks, not more than three nor less than two weeks, before the day in a
newspaper having general circulation in the county. The convention
must be composed of delegates elected from the clubs in the county, one
delegate for every twenty-five members and major fraction thereof,
based upon the number of votes polled in the first primary of the
preceding general election year or based upon the number of votes for
presidential electors at the last preceding general election therefor from
the precinct as determined by the state committee. The same basis must
be used in all precincts; or if the last preceding nominations were by
convention, the representation must be based upon the number of
votes for presidential electors at the last preceding general election
therefor from the precinct. The list of delegates certified to by the
president and secretary of each club shall constitute the temporary roll
of the county convention. Where new precincts have been created or
where the areas of precincts have been redefined, the party executive
committee of the affected counties shall apportion delegates from the
clubs representing the precincts.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-259; 1952 Code § 23-259; 1950 (46) 2059; 1954 (48) 1447; 1964 (53)
1831; 1968 (58) 2349; 1974 (58) 2866; 1976 (59) 1465; 1977 (60) 261; 1579 (61) 363; 1986 Act
Ne. 327.

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS

Election of delegates to the county con- the county convention will be determined
vention where last preceding method of by each county executive committee. Op.
nomination was by primary election. Atty. Gen. to Hon. C. Alexander Harvin,
1969-70 Ops. Att’y Gen., No. 2844, p. 75. 111, Feb. 16, 1982.

This section provides that the date for

§ 7-9-80. County conventions; organization and conduct of
business.

Each county convention shall be called to order by the county
chairman and shall proceed to elect a temporary president, a
temporary secretary and a committee on credentials for the pur-
pose of organizing. When organized, it shall elect a permanent
president, a secretary and treasurer. It shall also elect the county
chairman, the county vice-chairman and a member of the State
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committee from the county and as many delegates 1o the State
convention as triple the number of members from the county in
the House of Representatives, plus one. But county conventions at
their discretion may elect double the number of delegates in which
case each delegate shall have one-half vote. The secretary of the

convention shall keep a record of the proceedings in the minute
book.

All officers except delegates shall be reported to the clerk of
court of the county and to the Secretary of State prior to the State
convention. The reports shall be public record.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-260; 1952 Code § 23-260; 1950 (46) 2059; 1964 (53)
1831; 1968 (55) 2349.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections §§ 101, 102.

§ 7-9-90. State committee.

The State committee shall be composed of one member from
each county, to be elected by the county conventions, and the
State chairman and State vice-chairman, to be elected by the State
convention. Those persons named as members of the national
executive committee of a national party shall be ex officio mem-
bers of the State committee. If the office of State chairman or
State vice-chairman shall become vacant by death, resignation or
otherwise, the State committee may fill the vacancy by electing a
chairman or vice-chairman to serve until the orgamzation of the
next regular State convention. The State committee shall choose
its other officers, not necessarily members thereof. The State
chairman shall vote only in case of a tie. The State committee shall
meet at the call of the State chairman or any five members and at
such time and place as he may appoint. Vacancies on the State
committee other than in the offices of State chairman and State
vice-chairman, however occurring, shall be filled by the respective
county committees. The members of the State committee shall
continue in office for two years from the time of their election,
and until their successors have been elected. The State committee
shall nominate presidentiat electors and any vacancy in the State
ticket of electors or in the national committee of a party, however
occurring, shall be filled by the State committee; all by a majority
of the whole committee.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-261; 1952 Code § 23-261; 1950 (46) 2059; 1960 (531)
1612.

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d, Elections §§ 123-125,
29 CJS, Elections §§ 85-87.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

This section does not prohibit vice-
chairpersons from voting. Op. Atty. Gen,
to Hon. John C. Land, April 12, 1976.

§ 7-9-100. State convention.

The state convention shall meet at Columbia during a twelve-month
period ending April fifteenth of every general election year on aday and
at a time fixed by the state committee and announced publicly at least
ten days before the meeting. Should the state committee fix the date for
the state convention in a nongeneral election year, it must be held for
the purpose of reorganization only. The convention to be held for the
purpose of nominating candidates for public office to be filled in the
general election must be held in the general election year. At the time
that the state committee sets the date for the state convention it shall set
what mor:th during the twelve month period ending March thirty-first
of every general election year that the county convention must be held.
If it sets a month in a nongeneral election year for the county conven-
tions to be held for the purpose of reorganmization, it must also set a
month during the general election year for the county convention to be
reconvened for the purpose of nominating candidates for public office
to be filled in the general election. Sufficient advance notice of the
month set for county conventions must be given to county executive
committees so that the public notices required by law may be met. The
convention must be composed of delegates elected by the county
conventions, each county is entitled to one delegate for each six thou-
sand residents of the county, according to the latest official United
States Census, plus two additional members. If a county has fractional
portion of population of at least three thousand residents above its last
six thousand resident figure it is entitled to an additional delegate.
When the state convention assembles, it must be called to order by the
chairman of the state committee. A temporary president must be
nominated and elected by the convention, and after its organization the
convention shall proceed immediately to the election of permanent
officers and to the transaction of business. When the business has
concluded it shall adjourn sine die, or may recess. But the state chair-
man may recall the state convention into special session at any time he
determines appropriate.

The officers of the state convention must be a president, vice presi-
dent, two secretaries, and a treasurer. Each county delegation to a state
convention may fill any vacancies therein. Any county failing or refus-
ing to organize under the provisions of this title may not have represen-
tation in the state convention. The state officers must be reported to the
Secretary of State and to the State Election Commission within fifteen
days of their election and the reports must be public record.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-262; 1952 Code § 23-262; 1950 (46) 2059; 1954 (48) 1447; 1964 (53)
1831; 1974 (58) 2866; 1976 (59) 1448; 1977 (60) 262; 1986 Act No. 327.
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Cross references—
As to county conventions doubling the number of delegates, see § 7-0-80,

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d, Elections §§ 164-167.
29 CJS, Elections §4§ 97 et seq.

CASE NOTES

Applied in State ex rel. Thomton v
Wannamaker, 248 SC 421, 150 SE2d
607 (1966).

§ 7-9-110 County party election commission

The county committee may by majority vote establish a county party
election commission to consist of not less than five members nor more
than nine members who shall be appointed by the county committee to
conduct the primaries of the party in the county. Such commissioners
when appointed shall hold office until ninety days prior to the next general
or special primary election (runoffs following a primary shall not be con-
sidered another general or special primary).

_The county party election commission has all the rights and powers_
of the county committee to conduct the primary election in accordance
with the provisions of this title and in accordance with the party rules
not in conflict with any provision of law except that the county party
election commission may not perform those duties and responsibilities

regarding protcsts and contests as provided in Sections 7-17-520 through
7-17-590.

IHISTORY: 1984 Act No. 260.

CHAPTER 11
Designation and Nomination of Candidates

ArTICLE 1. Methods of Nomination.
ArticLe 3. Notice of Candidacy: Candidate’s Pledge and Affidavits.
ARTICLE 5. Assessment of Candidates.

ARTICLE ]

METHODS OF NOMINATION

. Skc.

7-11-10. Methods of nominating candidates.
7-11-20. Conduct of party conventions or party primary elections generally.
7-11-30. Convention nomination of candidates.
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7-11-40. Names and addresses of candidaies for House of Representatives shall
be reported 10 State Election Commission.

7-11-50. Substuuton when party nommee dies. becomes disqualified o resigns
candidacy for legitimate nonpolinical reason,

7-11-60. Permissible number of nominees for State Senator from any county.

7-11-70. Nomination by petition.

711710 Nominating petitions: number ol signatures regued.

7-11-80. Form of nominating petition.

7-11-85 Nomination by petition,

7-11-90. Unopposed candidates.

§ 7-11-10. Methods of nominating candidates.

Nominations for candidates for the offices to be voted on in a general
or special election may be by political party primary, by political party
convention or by petition; provided, no person who was defeated as a
candidate for nomination to an office in a party primary or party con-
vention shall have his name placed on the ballot for the ensuing general
or special election, except that this proviso shall not prevent a defeated
candidate from later becoming his party’s nominee for that office in that
election if the candidate first selected as the party’s nominee dies, resigns,
is disqualified, or otherwise ceases to become the party’s nominee for
such office before the election is held.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-263; 1952 Code § 23-263; 1950 (46) 2059; 1982 (62) 2470.

Effect of Amendments—
The 1982 amendment added the provision at the end of the section.

Cross references—
As 10 nominations, generally, see SC Const, Art 2, § 6.
As 10 the right to be elected 10 fill public office, see SC Const, Art 1, § 5.
A3 10 nomination and election 1o municipal office, see §§ 5-15-10 to 5-15-150.
As 10 campaign practices, see §§ 8-13-610 10 8-13-630.

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d, §§ 144 et seq.
29 CJS. Elections §§ 97-108, 106 et seq.

ALR and L Ed Annotations— )

Right to seek nomination, or to become candidate, for more than one office in
the same election. 94 ALR2d 557.

Fourteenth Amendment as affecting nomination or election to state office. 11 L
Ed 2d 1057,

Fourteenth Amendment as affecting nomination or election to state office—
federal cases. 23 L. Ed 2d 782.

CASE NOTES

Nomination contemplated under this petition, and not of the general elec.
Tide is the result of a primary, conven- tion. Glasscock v Bradford, 218 5C
tion, executive committee action or 458, 63 SE2d 166 (1951).
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ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS

The General Assembly has enacted
special legislation for various school boards
allowing candidates for school boards to
only file a notice of candidacy with a
designated office or board in order to be
placed upon the ballot. Op. Atty. Gen. to
Randolph Murdaugh, I1I, June 23, 1982.

§ 7-11-20. Conduct of party

Which of the two methods, primary or
convention, a political party will use to
nominate candidates for elective offices is
a decision left to the party to make in ac-
cordance with the applicable statutes and
party rules. Op. Atty. Gen. to Hon. Nan-
cy Stevenson, July 28, 1981.

conventions or party primary

elections generally.

Party conventions or party primary elections held by political
parties certified as such by the State Election Commission under
the provisions of this Title to nominate candidates for any of the
offices to be filled in a general or special election shall be con-
ducted in accordance with the provisions of this Title and in
accordance with party rules not in conflict with the provisions of
this Title or of the Constitution and laws of this State or of the
United States.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-252; 1952 Code § 23-252; 1950 (46) 2059; 1974 (58)
2866.

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS
A straw vote ‘‘ Presidential primary’” in
March is not a legally recognizable election
procedure and has no more force or effect
than the response to a telephone inquiry by
4 poll taker as to the Presidential choice of
individuals, Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. T. Allen
Legare, Jr., fan. 15, 1980.

Participation in the March **Presidential
Primary’* will not affect subsequent par-
ticipation in any regularly scheduled
primary conducted in accordance with
South Carolina law. Op. Atty. Gen. 1o Mr.
T. Allen Legare, Jr., Jan. 15, 1980.

§ 7-11-30. Convention nomination of candidates.

If a party nominates candidates by conventions, the state convention
shall nominate the party’s candidate for Governor, Lieutenant Gover-
nor, and all other statewide officers and United States Senators, members
of Congress, and circuit solicitors, and the countv conventions shall
nominate the party’s candidates for all county offices. No convention
shall make nominations for candidates for offices unless the decision
to use the convention method is reached by a three-fourths vote of the
total membership of the convention, except the office of state Senator
and of member of the House of Representatives. The nomination of the
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party’s candidates for the office of state Senator and of member of the
House of Representatives must be made in the manner determined by
the state committee. If a party determines that nomination for the of-
fice of state Senator and of member of the House of Representatives
must be by convention, these nominations must be made by the state
convention. No convention shall make nominations for one or more of-
fices at the convention and order primaries for other offices to be filled
during the same election year. Conventions for political parties not
nominating candidates in primaries may be called by state and county
committees and other dates than those given in this title for conventions
after three weeks published notices of recalls. Any political party
nominating candidates by party convention shall nominate the party can-
didates and make the nominations public not later than the time for cer-
tifying candidates to the authority charged by law with preparing ballots
for the general or special election.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-264; 1952 Code § 23-264; 1950 (46) 2059; 1964 {53) 1744;
1966 (54) 2093; 1968 (55) 2316; 1972 (57) 2531, 1974 (58) 2124; 1984 Act No. 403.

Cross references—
As 1o placing names of certified nominees on ballots, see § 7-13-350,
As to nominations for municipal offices, see §§ 5-15-10 to 5-15-150.

‘Research and Practice References—

.+ 25 AM lur 2d, Elections §§ 164-167.

. 9 Am Jur Pl & Pr Forms (Rev ed), Elections, Form 38 (objection to certificate
.of nomination).

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

! |A number ot the opmions of the
Attorney General cited below were

if such manner as the comumnittee may
determine. 1965-66 Ops. Auw’y Gen,,

rendered prior to amendments which

feslated this section. |—

i Nominations for Senate using con-
vention method in multiple-county dis-
tricts need not be raufied by Stale
convention. 196566 Ops. Aut'y Gen,,
No 1994, p 52.

. Procedure followed after withdrawal
of a candidate.—The procedure to be
followed on withdrawal of a candidate
is the same procedure o be followed
as n the ongmal method of nomina-
ton. 196566 Ops. Au'y Gen., No
2035, p 111.

If a nominee for the office of State
Senator of a party not using the pri-
mary method should withdraw,
State commitiee of the party may make
nominations of the party’s candidates

the

No 2085, p 111,

As 1o time limitation in connection
with special election to fll a vacancy
created by the resignation of a State
Senator, see 1966-67 Ops. A’y Gen,,
No 2306, p 125.

Failure to setect candidate after
. decision to nominate by convention. —
A counny conventon which mer en the
statatory date und decided 1o nominae
by convention but did not select any
candidate and then reconvened alier the
CSpate convention could not reverse s
carlier  dedision 10 nomnate by
convennon. 197374 Op. Ay Gen., No.
3719, p. 76. .

Three-fourths of the total membership
of the convention as used in Section
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7-11-30, Code, should be read as meaning
three-fourths of the entire membership that
could have attended the convention, Op.
Att’y Gen. to Hon. T. Moffatt Burriss,
April 11, 1984, )

In deciding whether the party wil
nominate by convention or by party
primary the whole convention votes on the

question. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. William
H. Grimball, April 7, 1981.

Whatever method politicai party utiliz-
ed to nominate a candidate for the general
election year would not control the
nominating procedures for the following
year. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. John Monroe,
Oct. 10, 1979,

§ 7-11—40. Names and addresses of candidates for House of
Representatives shall be reported to State Election Com-
mission.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law. if a poliucal party in
this State shall nominate candidates by party primary elecuon, the
person with whom candidates of that party for the House of
Representatives hie shall report 1o the State Elecuon Commission
the names and addresses of all candidates so filing within twenty-
four hours after the close of the filing period for the House of
Representatives.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-265.4; 1974 (58) 2400.

§ 7-11-50. Substitution when party nominee dies, becomes
disqualified or resigns candidacy for legitimate nonpolitical
reason.

If a2 party nominee dies, becomes disqualified after his nomination
or resigns his candidacy for a legitimate nonpolitical reason as
defined in this section and sufficient time does not remain to hold
a convention or primary to fill the vacancy or to nominate a nominee
to enter a special election. the respective state or county party
executive commitiee may nominate a nominee for such office, who
shall be duly certified by the respective county or state chairman.

“Legitimate nonpolitical reason” as used in this section shall be
limited to the following:

(a) Reasons of health, which shall include any health condition
which, in the wnitten opinion of a medical doctor, would be harmful

to the health of the candidate if he continued.
(b) Family crises, which shall include circumstances which would

substantially alter the duties and responsibilities of the candidate to
‘the family or to a family business.

(c) Substantial business conflict, which shall include the policy of
an employer prohibiting employees being candidates for public
offices and an employment change which would result in the
ineligibility of the candidate or which would impair his capability to
properly carry out the functions of the office being sought.
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Any candidate who withdraws based upon a “legitimate
nonpolitical reason” which is not covered by the inclusions in (a),
(b) or {c) shall have the strict burden of proof for his reason.

A candidate who wishes to withdraw for a legitimate nonpolitical
reason shall submit his reason by sworn affidavit.

Such affidavit shall be filed with the state party chairman of the
nominee’s party and also with the election commission of the county
if the office concerned is countywide or less including members of
the General Assembly and with the State Election Commission if the
office is statewide. No substitution of candidates shall be authorized,
except for death or disqualification, unless the election commission
to which the affidavit is subinitted approves the affidavit as
constituting a ‘“‘legitimate nonpolitical reason” for the candidate’s
resignation within ten days of the date the affidavit is submitted to
the commission. Provided, that where such a party nominee is
unopposed each political party registered with the State Election
Commission shall have the privilege of nominating a candidate for
the office involved. If the event occurs forty-five days or more prior
to the election such nomination must be certified not less than thirty
days prior to the election. If the event occurs less than forty-five days
prior to the election such office shall not be voted on until the first
Tuesday in the month following such election and such nomination
must be certified not less than fifteen days prior thereto.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-266; 1952 Code § 23-266; 1950 (46) 2059; 1968 (55)

2316; 1978 (61) 1350.

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d, Elections §§ 137-139.
29 CJS, Elections §§ 93 et seq.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Withdrawal of candidaie.—7This sec.
tion [Code 1962 § 25.266] and Code
1962 § 23-372 (now Code 1962 § 23.
396), read together, authorize the sub-
stitution of a candidate upon the with-
drawal of a prior candidate. 1965-66
Ops. Att'y Gen., No 2014, p 77.

This section is not applicable to
withdrawals of candidacy by a party
nominee if sufficient time reamins to hold
a convention or primary to fill the vacan-
cy or to nominate a nominee to enter a
special clection. When sufficient time does

Substitution where not more than
two candidates for one office.—~Where
a candidate fur office dies or with-
draws, a party may nominate a substi-
tute candidate if there are not more
than two parly candidates for any one
office. 1965-66 Ops. A’y Gen, No
2014, p 77.

not remain to hold a primary or conven-
tion, the respective state or party executive
committee may nominate nominees for the
office. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. C. Heyward
Belser, Sept. 7, 1978,

When one of two candidates died a week
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before the election, sufficient time did not
exist to allow other candidates to file for
electicn and therefore, if any voters desire
to vote for another candidate, they would
have to use the write-in procedure, Op. At-
ty. Gen. to Mr, Herman E. Cox, Oct. 31,
1977,

It would appear that the proper body to
make the determination of whether suffi-
cient time exists for a primary to be held
would be the political party itself as the par-
ty would be in the best position to deter-

mine pursuant to their rules and the ap-
plicable statutes if sufficient time exists,
Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. C, Heyward Belser,
Aug. 27, 1980.

This section only authorizes a defeated
primary candidate to offer again as a can- -
didate to offer again as a candidate if the
party nominee dies or becomes disqualified
and not when the party nominee withdraws
for a legitimate nonpolitical reason. Op.
Atty. Gen. to Mr. W. Brantley Harvey, Jr.,
Oct. 1, 1982.

§ 7-11-70. Nomination by petition.

A candidate’s nominating petition for any office in this State shall
contain the signatures of at least five percent of the qualified registered
electors of the geographical area of the office for which he offers as a
candidate; provided, that no petition candidate is required to furnish
the signatures of more than ten thousand qualified registered electors
for any office. The official number of qualified registered electors of
the geographical area of any office must be the number of registered
electors of such area registered one hundred twenty days prior to the
date of the election for which the nomination petition is being submitted.

The petition shall be certufied to the State Election Commission
in the case of national, State, circuit and multicounty district
oflices; with the county election commission in the case of county-
wide or less than countywide offices with the exception of munici-
pal offices; with the clerk of a municipality in case of a municipal
office, and the certified petition shall constitute and be kept as a
public record. -

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.16; 1952 Code § 23-313; 1950 (46) 2059; 1956 (49) 1739;
1961 (52) 548; 1964 (53) 1744; 1966 (54) 2340; 1968 (55) 2316; 1972 (57) 2531; 1974 (58)
2124,2866; 1984 Act. No. 405,

Cross references —
As to applicability of this section 1o nominations for nonpartisan prelerential
elections for selection of magistrates, see § 22-2-10.

Research and Practice References—

25 Am Jur 2d, Elections §§ 168-173,

29 CJS, Elections §§ 106-110.

9 Am Jur Pl & Pr Forms (Rev ed), Elections, Form 32 (notice of nomination by
petition).

CASE NOTES

The power granted to chairmen of
political parties which hold primary elec-
tions, to prevent defeated candidates from
campaigning or offering the ensuing

delegation of state power to a private
citizen. White v. West, 74-1709 (D.5.C.
1976).
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The purpose of Sec. 7-11-210 is to pre-
vent a primary candidate who has ap-
pealed (0 the entire electorate in seeking his
party’s nomination and lost to again ap-
peal to the entire electorate as a candidate

_in the general election. This effort to pro-
tect the integrity of the ballot is commen-
dable, and necessary to prevent confusion.

White v. West, No. 74-1709 (D.S.C. 1976).

This section requires only that a peti-
tion candidate have the signatures of five
percent (5%) of the registered electors of
the geographic district sought to be
represented. French v. Peariman, U.S.D.C.
(SC 1979).

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Signatures not presumed valid. — | method 1aking into dccount the factors’

The signatures on a petition for
nomination as a candidate which are
submitted to the appropriate election
commission are not presumed under
law to be the wvalid signatures of
qualified registered electors. It is
necessary for the signatures and the
other required information to be
checked. Op. Ay Gen. to Mr. James B.
Ellisor, Sept. 22, 1978.

Procedure for confirming
signatures. — The election authority
must undertake some reasonable and
reliable procedure to confirm that the
petitions for nominaton comply with
the statutory requirements with regard
to signatures. However, the form of the
procedure is within the discretion of the
election authority. Op. Att'y Gen. to Mr.
James B. Ellisor, Sept. 22, 1978,

The procedures utilized by the
commission in executing its statutory
duty of reviewing petitions under Title 7
should be selected on a case by case

. affecting reasonableness and reliability,

Op. Aty Gen. to Mr. James B. ]:.lllsor.
Sept. 25, 1978,

Defeated primary candidate still may
not run. — While it is true that Toporek
v. South Carolina State Election
Comm'n, 362 F. Supp. 613 (DS.C.
1973) invalidated the prior provision of
this section that had prohibited a
defeated primary candidate from being
placed on the general election ballot,
§ 7-11-210 is still a part of the election
code, and still prohibits a defeated
primary candidate from offering or
campaigning in the general election,
Op. Aty Gen. to Hon. Claudia W,
Howard, July 25, 1980.

Petition signatures of persons who were
deleted from the registration rolis before
the petitions were circulated because of
their voting records may not be counted.
Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Melvin B.
McKeown, Ir., Aug. 21, 1980.

§ 7-11-71. Nominating petitions; number of signatures

required.

Notwithstanding the provisions of § 7-11-70, petitions to
nominate candidates elected in the general election to serve as
commissioners of public service districts shall require signatures of
not less than two hundred fifty qualified electors of the district
concerned or five percent of the total number of electors of the
district, whichever is the lesser, if such petitions are otherwise in

compliance with this chapter.
HISTORY: 1978 (60) 1747
Editor’s Note —

This section is effective Julv 18, 1978.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS

School districts not included. — This come within the provisions of this
section speaks only of public service section. Op. Aty Gen. to L. Paul
districts. Therefore, persons running Barnes, April 18, 1979
for offices in school districts would not

§ 7-11-80. Form of nominating petition.

All nominating petitions for any political office or petition of any
political party seeking certification as such in the State of South
Carolina shall be standardized as follows:

(1) Shall be on good quality onginal bond paper sized 842" X
14",

(2) Shall contain a concise statement of purpose; in the case of
nomination of candidates, the name of the candidate, the office for
which he offers and the date of the election for such office shall be
contained in such petition.

(3) Shall contain in separate columns from left to right the
following:

(a) Signatures of voters and printed name of voter;
(b) Address of residence where registered; and
(c) Precinct of voter.

(4) No single petition page shall contain the signatures of
registered voters from different counties.

(5) All signatures of registered voters shall be numbered consec-
utively.

(6) Petitions with more than one page must have the pages
consecutively numbered upon filing with the appropriate authority.

The State Election Commission may furnish petition forms to
the county election officials and to interesied persons.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.16:1; 1974 (58) 2866: 1984 Act. No. 510.
Cross references —

As to apphicability of this section o nominations tor noapatisan preferenaul
elections tor selecnon ol magistriies, see § 22222111

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d, Elections §§ 168-173.
29 CJS, Elections §§ 106=110.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

(1) The County Election Commission js  In all cases other than a petition
the determining authority as to the legali- nominating presidential electors, it would
ty of a county petition; (2) Section be necessary to have a separate petition for
23-400.16:1 (1976 Code § 7-11-80) isto be each office, Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James
used in processing Home Rule Act peti- B. Ellisor, Nov. 6, 1981.
tions. 1976-77 Op. Atty. Gen. No, 77-145,

p 121.

§ 7-11-85 Nomination by Petition

Every signature on a petition requiring five hundred or less signatures
must be checked for validity by the respective county board of voter
registration against the signatures of the voters on the original applica-
tions for registration on file in the registration board office. When a peti-
tion requires more than five hundred signatures, every one of the first
five hundred signatures must be checked for validity and at least one
out of every ten signatures thereafter beginning with the five hundred
and first signature must be checked for validity. If the projected number
of valid signatures, using this percentage method for the signatures over
five hundred plus the number of valid signatures in the first hundred,
total at least the number of signatures required by law on the petition,
it must be certified as a valid petition. No petition, however, may be
rejected if the number of signatures over five hundred checked using the
percentage method plus the number of valid signatures in the first five
hundred does not total at least the number required by law. If insuffi-
cient signatures are found using the percentage method in order to cer-
tify it as a valid petition, the board of voter registration must check every
signature over five hundred separately,.or such number over five hun-
dred until the required number of valid signatures is found.

If it is a petition seeking to certify a new political party or if the office
for which the petition has been submitted comprises more than one coun-
ty, and using the percentage method of checking does not result in the
required number of valid signatures, the executive director of the Com-
mission shall designate which counties must check additional signatures.

No signatures on a petition may be rejected if the address of a voter,
registration certificate number of a voter, or the precinct of a voter, as
required by Section 7-11-80, is missing or incorrect if the signature is
otherwise valid. The signature of a voter may only be rejected if it is
iltegible and cannot be found in the records of the board of voter registra-
tion, is missing from the petition, or is not that of the voter, or if the
registration of the voter has been deleted for any of the reasons named
in items (2) or (3) of Subsection (C) of Section 7-3-20.

The board of voter registration shall complete a summary form con-
taining the results of checking any petition and must give the completed
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form to the requesting authority. The form used for this purpose must
be prescribed and provided by the executive director.

HISTORY: 1984 Act 263.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Petition signatures of persons who were

A woman whose name appears on the.

deleted from the registration rolls before registration list under her maiden name but
the petitions were circulated because of has since married and changed her name

their voting records may not be counted.
Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Melvin B.
McKeown, Jr., Aug. 21, 1980.

Petitions filed with an election authori-
ty are not presumed to be valid, and the
election authority must undertake some
rcasonable and reliable procedure to con-

would not be denied the right to vote. Op.
Atty. Gen. to Mr. John K. deLoach, Jr.,
Oct. 13, 1976,

The form of the confirming procedure
is within the discretion of the election
authority. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B.
Ellisor, Sept. 22, 1978.

firm that the petitions comply with the
statutory requirements. Op. Atty. Gen. to
Mr. James B. Ellisor, Sept. 22, 1978,

§ 7-11-90. Unopposed candidates.

After the closing of entries if an» candidates shall be unop-
posed, the State committee in the case of State offices and the
county committees in the case of county offices shall declare such
unopposed candidates as party nominees, and the names of unop-
posed candidates shall not be placed upon the primary electior
ballots but shall be certified for the general election ballots.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.76; 1952 Code § 23-375; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2340,

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 111(8).

Attorney General’s Opinion

An unopposed candidate in a primary within thirty days after the primary. 1982
must file a Campaign Disclosure Form Op. Atty. Gen., No. 82-47, p.53.

ARTICLE 3

NoTICE oF CANDIDACY; CANDIDATE'S PLEDGE AND
Skc. AFFIDAVITS

7-11-210. Notice of candidacy and pledge.
7-11-220. Notice or pledge by candidates for State Senator.

§ 7-11-210. Notice of candidacy and pledge.

Every candidate for selection as the nominee of any political party
for any State office, United States Senator, member of Congress or
solicitor, to be voted for in any party primary election, shall file with
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and place in the possession of the treasurer of the State committee
by twelve o'clock noon on April thirtieth a notice or pledge in the
following form, the blanks being properly filled in and the notice or
pledge signed by the candidate: “I hereby file my notice as a

candidate for the nominationas . .. ................. in the
primary eleciontobeheldon . .. ... .. ... .. .. . I affihate with
the ............... Party, and I hereby pledge myself to abide

by the results of the primay and I authorize the issuance of an
injunction upon ex parte application by the party chairman, as
provided by law, should I violate this pledge by offering or
campaigning in the ensuing general election for election to this office
or any other office for which a nominee has been elected in the party
primary election, unless the nominee for any such office has become
deceased or otherwise disqualified for election in the ensuing general
clecuon.”

Everv candidate for selection in a primary election as the nominee
of any political party for member of the Senate, member of the House
of Representatives and all county and township offices shall file with
and place 1n the possession of the county chairman or such other
officer as may be named by the county committee of the county in
which they reside by twelve o’clock noon on March thirtieth a like
notice and pledge.

The notice of candidacy required by this section to be filed by a
candidate in a primary must be signed personally by the candidate,
and such signature of the candidate must be signed in the presence
of the county chairman or such other officer as may be named by the
county committee with whom such candidate is filing, or a candidate
must have his signature on the notice of the candidacy acknowledged
and certified by any officer authorized to administer an oath. Any
notice of candidacy of any candidate signed by an agent in behalf of
a candidate shall not be valid.

In the event that a person who was defeated as a candidate for
nomination to an office in a party’s primary election shall thereafter
offer or campaign as a candidate against any nominee for election
to any office in the ensuing general election, the State chairman of
the party which held such primary (if the office involved is one voted
for in the general election by the electors of more than one county),
or the county chairman of the party which held such primary (in the
case of all other offices), shall forthwith institute an action in a court
of competent jurisdiction for an order enjoining such person from
so offering or campaigning in the general election, and the court is
hereby empowered upon proof of such facts to issue such order.
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HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.72; 1952 Code § 23-373; 1950 (46) 2059; 1964
{33) 1778; 1966 (54) 2093, 2340; 1968 (55) 2277; 1974 (58) 2124; 1977 (60)

261,
" Cross references—

A to filing notice of candidacy and pledge required by this section, see § 7-

11-250,

As to holding of county conventions and State convention, see §§ 7-9-70 and

7-9-100.

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 155.
29 CJS, Elections § 114.

CASE NOTES

Purpose, — It is obvious from a
review of this section that its purpose is
to prevent a primary candidate who has
appealed to the entire electorate in
seeking his party’s nomination and lost
to against appeal to the entire electorate
as a candidate in the general election.
This effort to protect the integrity of the
ballot is commendable, and necessary to
prevent confusion. White v. West, No.
74-1709 (D.S.C. 1976).

Constitutionality. — This section
does not violate the constitutional rights
of freedom of association, freedom of
_assembly and the right 1o petition for
redress of grievances. White v. West,
No. 74-1709 (D.S.C. 1976).

There is no discrimination in the
application of this section since the
state party chairman or the county party
chairman bringing the suit against the
defeated primary candidaie has no
discretion in deciding whether the suit
shall be brought. White v. West. No.
74-1709 (D.S.C. 1976).

This section is not a restriction upon
the rights of the voters, since they may
still write in the name of the defeated
candidate if they so desire. White .
West, No. 74-1709 (D.5.C. 1476).

The right to petition for redress of
grievances does not include the right of
adefeated primary candidate 1o have his
name appear on the general clection
haliot. White v. West. No. 74-1704
{D.S.C. 1976,

A state chairman of a recognized
political party has. standing 10
challenge this section, requiring i
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The power granted to chairmen of
political parties which hold primary
elections, 1w  prevent  defeated
candidates from campaigning or
offering in the ensuing general election
is not an unconstitutional delegation of
state power to a private citizen. White v,
West, 74-1709 (D.S.C. 1976).

The fact thart this secuion applies only

1o defeated primary candidates does not
make it unconstitutional, since primary

nomination is quite different from
convention or petition nonuraton.
White v. West, No. 74-170% (D.S.C.
1976).

take action against a deteated primary
candidate. who offers or campaigns {or
office in the general election. Whiie +.
West. No. 74-1708 (D.S5.C. 1976).

Stated in Vandross v Ellisor, 347 F
Supp 1987 (DSC 1972).

Pledge does not effect eligibility of write-
in candidate to win general election.—A
candidate defeated in the primary election
was not incligible to win the general elec-
tion as a *‘write-in"’ candidate because of
the pledge taken as a candidate in the
primary. Redfearn v Beard of State Can-
vassers , 234 SC 113, 107 SE2d 10 (1959).

A city may constitutionally refuse to ac-
cept an otherwise valid petition seeking to
place the name of a defeated primary can-
didate on the general election ballot.
Backus v Spears 677 F2d 397 (4th Cir.
1982)



ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

[n all cases other than a petition
nominating presidential electors, it would
be necessary to have a seperate petition for
each office. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James
B. Ellisor Nov. 6, 1981,

Petition signatures of persons who were
deleted from the registration rolls before
the petitions were circulated because of
their voting records may not be counted,
Op. Atuty. Gen. to Mr. Melvin B,
McKeown, Jr., Aug. 21, 1980,

A candidate defeated in a primary
election is prohibited from campaign-
ing in the succeedmg general election.
1969-70 Ops. Au'y Gen., No 3010, p
293.

While it is true that Toporek v. South
Carolina State Election Comm'n, 362 F.
Supp. 613 (D.S.C. 1973} invalidated the
prior provision of § 7-11-70 that had
prohibited a  defeated  primary
candidate from being placed on the
general election ballot, this section is still
a part of the election code, and still
prohibits a deteated primary candidate
from oftering or campaigning in the
general elecion. Op. Aty Gen. to Hon,
Claudia W. Howard, July 25, 1980,

A candidate who registered to vote on
the first available day in that the registra-
tion board was closed on Saturday and
Sunday is still required to meet the 30 day
registration requirement in order to be

qualified as of the time of the general elec-
tion. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. William
Myrick, Jr., Oct. 19. 1981.

An employee of a state agency who is not
paid with federal funds or concerned with
the implementation of a program sup-
ported in full or in part by federal funds,
may retain his position as a state employce
while a candidate for office in a partisan
election. 1978 Op. Atty. Gen., No. 78-56,
80.

The thirty-day deadline requires that the
candidate must be qualified as of the time
of the general election. Op. Atty. Gen. to
Hon. Larry Blanding, Mar. 26, 1980.

This section only authorizes a defeated
primary candidate to offer again as a can-
didate if the party nominee dies of becomes
disqualified and not when the party
nominee withdraws for a legitimate non-
political reason. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. W,
Brantley Harvey, Jr., Oct. 1, 1982.

There is no prohibition against a
defeated primary candidate being a write-
in candidate il hé does not campaign for
the write-in vote. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr.
Robert D. Heilman, Aug. 28, 1980.

An active campaign for a write-in elec-
tion by a disqualified candidate would still
place the candidate in the position of
violating his pledge. Op. Atty. Gen. to
Hon. Patrick B. Harris, May 26, 1980.

§ 7-11-220. Notice or pledge by candidates for State Sena-

tor.

Every candidate for selection in a primary election as the
nominee of a political party for the office of State Senator shall file
with and place in the possession of the county chairman of the
county in which he resides, or such other officer as may be named
by the county committee of the county in which he resides, at the
same time as those wishing to offer for nomination in such
primary for county-wide or less than county-wide office, a notice
or pledge as required by § 7-11-210.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.73; 1966 (54) 2093, 2340. 3.15

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 155,
29 C]S. Elections § 114,
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CASE NOTES

Stated in Vandross v Ellisor, 347 F
Supp 197 (DSC 1972).

ARTICLE 5

ASSESSMENT OF CANDIDATES

‘Sec.

7-11-410. Assessments payable by candidates.

7-11-420. Amounts and proration of assessments to be paid by candidates for
State Senator in multi-county districts.

7-11-480. Amounts and proration of assessments to be paid by candidates for
House of Representatives.

§ 7-11-410. Assessments payable by candidates.

The amounts of assessments to be paid by candidates at the
tume of the filing of the notice of candidacy shall be fixed as to
_each office by the State or county committee, as the case may be,

" with whom the notice and pledge has to be filed hereunder for
such office. The county committee shall fix the assessment for the
office of State Senator in all single-county districts.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.74; 1952 Code § 23.374; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2093, 2340,

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 182.

ALR and L Ed Annotations—

Validity and effect of statutes exacting filing fees from candidates for public
office. 89 ALR2d 864.

CASE NOTES

-Reasonableness of filing fees. — The Filing fees imposed by party in 1972
dimensions of reasonableness within  democratic primaries held
which the State (or a political party unreasonable, and fee of 2% of annual
acting under State authorization) may  salary of office imposed by court. See
safely impose a filing fee are indeed low  Culbertson v. Fowler, No. 72.645
and narrow. Culbertson v. Fowler, No. (D.5.C. 1974).

72-645 (D.S.C. 1974).

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

The courts have not found filing fees to  persons to be placed on the ballot who are
be unconstitutional as long as the fees are  not able to pay the filing fee. Op. Atty.
reasonable and as long as there is provid-  Gen, to Mr. E.P. Riley, Jr., June 15, 1983.
ed a reasonable aiternative procedure for '
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§ 7-11-420. Amounts and proration of assessments to be
paid by candidates for State Senator in multi-county dis-
tricts.

In multi-county senatorial distnicts, the amounts of assessments
to be paid by candidates for the office of Siate Senator at the time
and place of filing notwithstanding the provisions of § 7-11-410,
shall be fixed by a majority of the county chairmen of the counties
in the respective districts and shall be prorated among the county
committees of the counties comprising the district in proportion to
the number of precincts in each county. Provided, if such chair-
men of any district fail to reach agreement within three days after
the opening for entries the State executive committee shall fix the
fee. Provided, further, that in 1966 only the chairmen shall have
seven days in which to reach such agreement.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.75; 1966 (54) 2093, 2340,

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d. Elections § 182.

ALR and L Ed Annotations—

Validity and effect of stawutes exacting ﬁlmg fees from candidates for public
office. 89 ALR2d 854.

§ 7-11-430. Amounts and proration of assessments to be
paid by candidates for House of Representatives.

The amount of assessment to be paid by a candidate for the
House of Representatives shall be two percent of the annual salary
for the office as fixed at the time of filing. In the case of a district
located in more than one county, the assessment shall be prorated
among the county committees on the basis of the population
within those portions of the district in the counties in which it is
located.

HISTORY: 1982 Code § 23-400.75:1; 1074 (58) 2124. 4.07

Ruurch. and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 182,

ALR and L Ed Annotatione—

Validity and effect ‘of statutes exacting filing fees from candidates for public
office. 89 ALRZd 864,

CHAPTER 13
Conduct of Elections

Article 1. When, Where and How Elections Held.

Article 3. Ballots for General and Special Elections.

Article 5. Ballots for Primary Elections.

Article 7. Voting Provisions Applicable to All Elections.

Article 9. Voting Provisions Applicable to Primary Elections Only.
Article 11. Canvassing and Counting of Ballots.
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Article 13. Vote Recorders.
Article 15. Voting Machines.
" Article 17.  Explanation of Proposed Constitutional Amendments.

ARTICLE !}

WHEN, WHERE aND How ELEcTIONS HELD

Sec.

7-13-10. Time of general elections for Federal, State and county officers;
conduct of general and special elections.

7-13-20. Time of general election for certain county officers.

7-13-30. Time of eiection of probate judges,

7-13-35.  Notces of general and special elections.

7-19-40. Time of party primary; entry of other candidates.

7-13-50. Second and other primanies.

7-13-60. Hours polls open.

7-13-70. Commissioners and managers of general or special elections; term and
oath of office.

7-13-80. Organization of board of managers; appoiniment of clerk; oaths.

7-18-90. Appointment of managers of primaries.

7-13-100. Managers shall take oath before opening polls.

7-13-110. Managers shall be residents and regisiered electors of counties.

7-13-120. Candidates and their relatives shall not be managers or clerks.

7-13-150. Managers’ wble; guard rail; general arrangement; preservation of
right to vote and secrecy of ballot.

7-13-140. Maintenance of order; police powers of managers.

7-13-150. Penalty for failure 1o assist in maintaining order.

7-13-160. Peace officers shall enter polling place only on request or o vote.

7-13«170. Procedure when managers fail to attend, take charge of, or conduct
election.

7-13-180. Posting proposed constitutional amendments at polling place.

§ 7=13-10. Time of general elections for Federal, State and
county officers; conduct of general and special elections.

General elections for Federal, State and county officers in this
State shall be held on the first Tuesday following the first Monday
in November in each even-numbered year at such voting places as
have been or may be established by law. All general or special
elections held pursuant to the Constitution of this State shall be
regulated and conducted according to the rules, principles and
provisions herein prescribed.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-391; 1952 Code § 23-302; 1950 (46) 2039; 1966 (34)
2340.

Related Local Laws—
For local law provisions requiring that the United States flag be flown in
precinas in Charleston and Oconee Counties, see Local Law Index.

Cross references—
As to conduct of elections, generally, see SC Const, Art 2, § 10.
As 10 elections for municipal offices, see §§ 5-15-10 to 5-15-150.
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As to rule that clections are 1o be by secret ballot, see SC Const, Art 2, § 1.

As to free and open elections, see SC Const, Arc 1, § 5.

As Lo constitutional provision that electors are privileged from arrest, see SC
Const, Art 2, § 11, '

As to the acquisition and use of voting machines, see §§ 7-13-1610 et seq.

As to campaign practices, generally, see §§ 8-13-610 to 8-13-630.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 226.
29 CJS, Elections § 198.

ALR and L Ed Annotations—

Scheduling election on religious holiday
as violanion of federal constitutionai rights,
44 ALR Fed 886.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

The commissioners of election may pro-
vide a referendum to propose a change in
the 1ax millage of a special purpose district
in conjunction with the general election, as
long as the cost of the referendum is paid
by the commissioners. 1975-76 Op. Atty.
Gen., No 4342, p 168.

county election and a municipal election on
the same day; however, it will be necessary
for there to be two separate registration
lists, managers, etc., because a municipal
election commission cannot conduct a
county election. Op. Atty. Gen, to Hon.
William W. Doar, Jr. Aug. 24, 1983,

There is no prohibition to holding a

§ 7-13-20. Time of general election for certain county offi-
cers.

There shall be a general election for county supervisors, county
superintendents of education, sheriffs, coroners and clerks of the
courts of common pleas held in each county at every alternate
general election, reckoning from the year 1960, except in those
counties in which the term of office of any such officers may be for
a period other than four years. In such cases elections to fill such
offices shall be held at the general election next preceding the
expiration of any such term of office.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-392; 1952 Code § 23-303; 1942 Code § 2350; 1932
Code § 25350; Civ. C. "22 § 283; Civ. C. 12 § 280; Civ. C. '02 § 253; G. §.
:56-3'25;426 701; R. S. 211; 1882 (17) 1125; 1885 (19) 144; 1889 (20) 281; 1966

Related Local Laws—

For a local law creating exceptions to this section for Beaufori, Berkeley,
Cherokee, Hampton, and Kershaw Counties, see Local Law Index.

For a local law regarding election of the sheriff in Beaufort and Kershaw
Counties, see Local Law Index.

Cross references—
As to when election for clerk of court held, see § 14-17-10.
As to election of sheriff in each presidential election year, see § 23-11-10.
As 10 elections for municipal offices, see §§ 5-15-10 to 5-15-150.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 226.
29 CJS, Elections § 198.
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§ 7-13-30. Time of election of probate judges.

The probate judge in every county shall be elected at every
alternate general election, reckoning from the year 1958.

HISTORY: 1862 Code § 23-394; 1952 Code § 23-305; 1942 Code § 2350; 1932

Code § 2350; Civ. C. '22 § 289; Civ. C. ’'12 § 280; Civ. C. '02 § 253; G. S.

160, 642, 701; R. S. 211; 1882 (17) 1125; 1885 (19) 144; 1889 (20) 281; 1966
(54) 2340.

Related Local Laws—

For local laws creating exceptions to this section for Georgetown, Lee, Saluda,
and Florence Counties, see Local Law Index.

Cross references—
As to probate courts, generally, see §§ 14-23-10 et seq.

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS

Expiration of term of probate juc:Fe. town Counly, where the probate judge
—The term of office of probate judge is elected at every alternate general
expires four years from the date of the election, reckoning from the year 1960.

first TUEIdﬂ{ in January of each alter- 1963-88 Ops. Att'y Gen., No 2177, p
nate general election year, reckoning 89,

from the year 1838, except in George-

§ 7-13-835. Notices of general and special elections.

The election commission in each county shall publish two notices
of general and special elections held in the county in a newspaper
of general circulation in the county. Included in cach notice shall be
a reminder of the last day persons may register to be eligible to vote
in the election for which notice is given. The first notice shall appear
sixty davs prior to the clection and the second notice shall appear
two wecks after the first notice; provided, however, the provisions
of this section shall not extend to any special election held to fill a
vacancy created by death, resignation, or removal from office.

HISTORY: lﬂb (61) Act 572,

Cross references —

As to public notice of municipal general and special clections, see § 5-15-50, as
amended by 1978 Act No. 521,

As 1o conduct of general and special elections generally, see § 7-13-10.

Attorney General's Opinions

Section 5-15-50, not sec. 7-13-35, notice has to appear more than exact-
governs the public notification ly sixty days before the election, it
necessary in municipal elections and would constitute substantial com-
requires only one public notice sixty pliance to publish it when the
days prior to the election. Op. Atty. newspaper does come out even if that
Gen. to Ms. Nelle G. Power, Jan. 22, must be a few days prior to the sixty
1979. days specified by the statute. Op.

When the newspaper of greatest Atty., Gen. to Mr. Ralph C.
general circulation is a weekly and the Haywood, Jan. 25, 1979.
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A specific notice of a referen- satisfy the notice requirements for the

dum must be given by the county special election, and therefore a
election commission in order to specific notice of a referendum must
satisfy the requirements of the state be given by the county election com-
law, and that the general sixty-day mission in order to satisfy the re-
notice of a general election would not quirements of the state law. 1982 Op.
satisfy the notice requirements for a Atty. Gen., No. 82-58, p.61.
referendum to be conducted on that The sixty day notice of this section
same date. Op. Atty. Gen. to Hon. would not apply to a special election
Joyce Hearn, Sept. 7, 1982. to fill a vacancy created by resigna-
The fact that a notice states that tion or removal from office. 1981

the general election is to be conducted Op. Atty. Gen., No. 81-37, p. 59.
on a given date would not by itself

§ 7-13-40. Time of party primaty; entry of other candidates.

In the event that a party shall nominate candidates by party primary
clection, a party primary election shall be held by such party on the
second Tuesday in June of each general election year and a second
and third primary election each two weeks successively thereafter, if
necessary. The entries for those wishing to offer for nomination in
such party primary for a statewide, congressional or district office
which includes more than one county shall open at noon on April
sixteenth and close at noon on April thirtieth and the entries for
those wishing to offer for nomination in such party primary for State
Senator, member of the House of Represertatives, a countywide or
less than countywide office shall open at noon on March sixteenth
and close at noon on March thirtieth. If, after the closing of the time
for filing pledges, there be not more than two candidates for any one
office and one or more of such candidates dies or withdraws, the
State or county committee, as the case may be, may, in its discretion,
afford opportunity for the entry of other candidates for the office
involved; provided. that for the office of State Senator, the discretion
shall be excrcised by the State committee.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23.396; 1952 Code § 23-372; 1950 (46) 2039; 1954 (48)
1447; 1966 (54) 2093, 2340; 1977 (60) 261.

Cross references —
As to notice of candidacy and pledge, see § 7-11-210.
As to filing of notice of candidacy and pledge. see § 7.11.250.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 117.

CASE NOTES

Statutes which regulate the time for And a declaration that is filed o0
filing a declaration of candidacy are late is a nullity, Vandross v Ellisor, 347
almost universally held to be manda- ¥ Supp 197 (DSC 1972).
tory. Vandross v Ellisor, 347 F Supp Unless there are special circum-
197 (DSC 1972). stances or showing of excuse.—There
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are some cases which hold that where
there are special circumstances or a
special showing of excuse, a declara-
tion of candidacy which is filed 100 late

may be accepted nevertheless. Van-
dross v Ellisor, 347 F Supp 197 (DSC
1972).

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Withdrawal of candidate.—Code
1962 84 23-266 and 28-372 (now this
section (Code 1962 § 23-396]), read
together, authorize the substitution of
a candidate upon the withdrawa! of a
prior candidate. 1965-66 Ops. Att'y
Gen., No 2014, p 77.

Substitution where not more than
two candidates for one office.—Where
a candidate for office dies or with-
draws, a party may nominate a substi-
tute candidate if there are not more
than two party candidates for any one
- office. 1965-66 Ops. Aut'y Gen., No
2014, p 77.

The county executive commiltes
could reopen primary entries for the
office of Representative only if there
were only two candidates for the par-
ty's nomination to that office or one
cundidate, and one or both of the wwo
candidates, or the unopposed candi-
date, were to die or withdraw after the
closing date for filing pledges had
passed, thereby leaving only one candi-
date or no candidate for the party's
nomination in the primary. 1969-70
Ops. Att'y Gen,, No ‘FBBO. p 96.

If there were more than five candi-
dates, the death or withdrawal of one
would not furnish sufficient grounds
for the executive committee to open
entries back up for the reason that
there would still be at teast two candi-
dates for each of the four seats open.
As long as there are as many as five
candidates for the four seats, there will
be al least two persons vying for the
party’s nomination for ¢ach one in the

rimary because the seats are not num-
Eercd and the four candidates obtain-
ing the greatest number of votes
{whether hnally determined in a first,
second or even a third primary) will be
nominated. 1969-70 Ops. Aut'y Gen,,
No 2860, p 96.

" Where only one candidate—This
section [Code 1962 § 28-396] does not
authorize State or county executive
committee Lo allow additional primary
entries for an office merely because

i

there is only one candidate after the
closing time for filing pledges has
gasse . 1969-70 Ops. A’y Gen., No

858, p 94,
Provisions for entry of additional
State senator candidates applicable to

Representatives. — [Tas section made
the decision as to additional entries for
State Senaor a manter of diseretnon with
the State commtiee because the ofhee

is a statewide office. Thoelore, as a
memhber ol the House ol
Representatives now is deemed to hold
a State office, the provisions referring to
Saate  Senator  would apply ¢ a
Representative and the discretion 35 to
whether or not 10 provide opportunity
for entry of additional candidates would
be vested with the State Committee.
1073.74 Op. Au'y Gen., No. 3793, p.
173

This section refering to eniry for new
senatorial candidates if one withdraws or
dies should be reardl 0 encompass
candidates for seats in the House of
Representatives as well as the Senate.

1973-74 Op. A’y Gen,, No. 3793, p.
173.

This section referring to entry for new
senatorial candidates if one withdraws or
dies should be read to encompass can-
didates for seats in the House of Represen-
tatives as well as the Senate. 1973-74 Op.
Att'y. Gen., No. 3793, p. 173.

An unopposed candidate in a primary
must file a Campaign Disclosure Form
within thirty days after the primary. 1982
Op. Atty. Gen., No. 82-47. p 53.

When the county council will be elected
at large and five persons are offering for
five offices, and one candidate withdraws,
the filing can be reopened. Op. Atty. Gen,
to Mr. Bernard Manning, April 7, 1978.

Participation in the March *'Presidential
Primary'’ will not affect subsequent par-
ticipation in any regularly scheduled
primary conducted in accordance with
South Carolina law. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr.
T. Allen Legare, Jr., Jan. 15, $980.



§ 7-13-50. Second and other primaries.

A second primary, when necessary, shall be held two weeks after
the first and shall be subject to the rules governing the first
primary. At such second primary the two candidates among those
who do not withdraw their candidacies and who received more
votes in the first primary than any other remaining candidate alone
shall run for any one office and in the event only one such
candidate remains he shall be considered nominated, except that if
there are two or more vacancies for any particular office the
number of candidates shall be double the number of vacancies to
be filled if so many candidates remain. In all second primaries the
candidate receiving the largest number of votes cast for a given
office shall be declared the nominee for such office whether or not
such person shall have received a majority of the votes cast for
that office, and when there are several candidates for several
different offices, such as candidates for the House of Representa-
tives, then the several candidates receiving the largest number of
votes for the several positions shall be considered as nominated
for such offices whether they shall have received a majority of the
votes cast therefor or not. In the event of a tie between two
candidates in the second primary, the county chairman, if it is a
primary for a county office wherein the ties shall occur, or the
State chairman, if it 1s a primary for United States Senator or for
any State office, congressman or solicitor wherein the tie shall
occur, shall order a third primary. Other primaries, if necessary,
shall be ordered in like manner by the county chairman or the
State chairman, as the case may be.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-397; 1952 Code § 23.387; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 (54)
2540; 1968 (55) 2316.

Cross references—
As to method for determining what candidates have received a majority vote,
see § 7-17-610.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 117,

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

In a second primary only the top two  them. 1973-74 Op. A’y Gen.. No. 3892,
candidates of the first primary may run  p. 219,
regardless of a lack of majority between

§ 7-13-60. Hours polls open. _

The polls must be opened at seven o’clock in the forenoon and close
at seven o’clock in the afternoon of the day of election and must be held
open during these hours without intermission or adjournment; but the
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county committee may close any poll or all polls within any county in
any primary election at an earlier hour.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-398; 1952 Code § 23-342; 1950 (46) 2059; 1956 (49) 1775, 1799; 1965
(54) 466; 1966 (54) 2340; 1986 Act No, 342.

Related Local Laws— _
For a local law establishing the times polls close in Lancaster County, see Local
Law Index.

Precinct voting places must be open on  be voting in those precincts. Op. Atty. Gen.
election day even if only a few persons will {0 Nolen L. Brunson, Jan. 29, 1980.

§ 7-13-70. Commissioners and managers of general or spe-
cial elections; term and oath of office.

For the purpose of carrying on, general or special elections
provided for in § 7-13-10 the Governor shall, at least thirty days
prior to any such election, appoint for each county not less than
three nor more than five commissioners of election upon the
recommendation of the Senator and at least half of the members
of the House of Representatives from the respective counties.
Such commissioners shall continue in office until their successors
are appointed and qualified. The commissioners of election shall
appoint three managers of election for each polling place in the
county for which they shall respectively be appointed for each five
hundred electors, or portion thereof, registered to vote thereat
and none of such officers shall be removed from office except for
incompetence or misconduct. After their appointment the commis-
sioners and managers shall take and subscribe, before any officer
authorized to administer oaths the following oath of office pre-
scribed by § 26 of Article III of the Constitution:

“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am duly qualified,
according to the Constitution of this State, to exercise the duties
of the office to which I have been appointed, and that I will, to the
best of my ability, discharge the duties thereof, and preserve,
protect and defend the Constitution of this State and of the
United States. So help me God.”

and it shall be immediately filed in the office of the clerk of court
of common pleas of the county in which such commissioners and
managers shall be appointed, or, if there be no such clerk, in the
office of the Secretary of State. Before opening the polls, the
managers of election shall take and subscribe the oath provided
for in §7-13-100. Upon the completion of the canvassing of
votes, this oath shall be filed with the commissioners of election
along with the ballots from that election precinct.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400; 1952 Code § 23-306; 1950 (46) 2059; 1961 (52)
48; 1966 (54) 2340; 1968 (55) 2316; 1970 (56) 2367.
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Related Local Laws—

For a local law pertaining to the abolition of the commissioners of ¢lection in
Lexington County and devolution of their powers and duties on the registration
and elections commission for Lexington County, see Local Law Index.

For local law piovisions requiring that five commissioners of election be
appointed for Allendale, Charleston, Florence, Georgetown, and Union Counties,

see Local Law Index,

Croas references-——

As to duties of county commissioners of election in municipal annexation

proceadings, see §§ 5-3-50 10 5-3-80.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Flections § 283.
29 (IS, Elertions § 192,

Casenotes

Right or power to hold election must be
based on authority conferred by law and
election held without affirmative constitu-
tional or statutory authority, or contrary

to material provision of law, is recognized
as being nullity, even though it is fairly and
honestly conducted. Murphree v. Mottel,
226 S.E. 2d 36, 267 SC 80 (1976)

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

The Governor may appoint County
Commissioners of Election in Dorches-
ter County upen the recommendation
of one of the county’s Senators and a
majority of the members of the House

of Representatives from the county, |

but such appointment must be made at
least thirty days prior to the election.
1971-72 Ops. Att'y Gen., No 3370, p
220.

The terms for the commissioners of
election are for two years from the date,
of appointment by the Governor.
1976-77 Op Auv Gen, No 77-42, p 42,

A county election commission has no
authority to conduct municipal
elections when called upon tu do so by
municipal  election  commissions.  Op.
Ay Gen. o Charles M. Timmons, Jan,
fro s,

- If there has not been a reappointment of

the Board the people holding over serve in

_a de facto capacity; however, there is a
" vacancy that can be filled at any time. Op.

Atty. Gen. 1o Hon. H. Ellis, Mar. 7, 1983.
This section and sec. 5-15-100, when read
together, require the municipal election

, commission to appoint at least three

managers for each precinct. Op. Atty. Gen.
to Mr. J. Norman Phillips, Jan. 9, 1980.

There are no statutory provisions that
directly or by implication authorize
municipal and county election commissions
jointly to appoint the same poll managers
or authorize county and municipal poll
managers to serve in such combined elec-
tions. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. John O. Dyer,
Oct. 18, 1982.

§ 7-13-80. Organization of board of managers; appointment
of clerk; oaths.

'The managers may appoint a clerk to assist them in their duties,
who shall take the oath of office prescribed by § 26 of Article III
of the Constitution before the chairman of the board of managers.

The commissioners and managers at their first meeting, respec-
tively, shall proceed to organize as a board by appointing cne of
their number chairman of the board. And such chairman, in each
instance, may administer oaths.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.1; 5 1952 Code § 23-307; 1950 (46) 2059; 1961
(52) 48; 1966 (54) 2340,
20



§ 7-13-90. Appointment of managers of primaries.

The county committee shall meet on or before the second
Monday in May of each general election year and appoint the
managers for the primaries. Three managers shall be appointed

for each voting place, and a clerk or clerks shall also be appointed
for such voting places as the various county committees may
determine. Three additional managers may be appointed for any
polling place at which five hundred or more registered electors are
entitled to vote. The names of all managers and clerks shall be
published in one or more county newspapers at least two weeks
before the election.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.2; 1952 Code § 23-376; 1950 (46) 2059, 2442;

1954 (48) 1447; 1966 (54) 2340.
ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS -

The right to designate the person chosen 2011, of April 5, 1966, expressly states that
to assist is exclusively with the voter and the poll manager neither designates nor
not with the chairman of the managers or helps the person chosen to assist. 1978 Op.
the poll manager appoi:ited by the chair- Att'y Gen, No. 78-217, p 250.
man. Attorney General's Opinon Number

§ 7=13-100. Managers shall take oath before opening poils.

The managers before opening the polls, shall take and sign the
following oath: “We do solemnly swear that we will conduct this
election according to law and will allow no person to vote who is
not entitled by law to vote in this election, and we will not
uniawfuily assist any voter to prepare his ballot and will not advise
any voter as to how he should vote at this election.”

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.3; 1952 Code § 23-378; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2340.

§ 7=13=110. Managers shall be residents and registered
electors of counties.

All managers of election for the various polling places in the
State shall be residents and registered electors of the respective
counties in which they are appointed to work or in an adjoining
county.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.5:1; 1974 (38) 2367.

§ 7-13=120. Candidates and their relatives shall not be man-
agers or clerks.

(1) It shall be unlawful for a candidate or the spouse, parents,
children, brothers or sisters of a candidate for public office to
work as a manager or clerk of election at a polling place where
such candidate’s name appears on the ballot. .
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(2) Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction fined not
more than one hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than
thirty days.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23:400.5:2; 1974 (58) 2209.

§7—13-—l30. Managers’ table; guard rail; general arrange-
ment; preservation of right to vote and secrecy of ballot.

The polling places shall be provided with a table for the
managers. The polls shall be provided with a guard rail, so that no
one except as herein authorized shall approach nearer than five
feet to the booths in which the voters are preparing their ballots.
The managers at each voting place shall arrange the table, desk or
other place upon which the ballot boxes shall be placed so that
there shall be no crowding or confusion immediately around the
boxes, and suitable means shall be provided to enable each voter
to approach the boxes and deposit his ballot without interference
or hindrance. The right to vote of each person so entitled and the
secrecy of the ballot shall be preserved at all times.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23400.4; 1952 Code § 23-344; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2340.

§ 7-13-140. Maintenance of order; police powers of manag-
ers.

Managers of election are clothed with such police powers as may
be necessary to carry out the provisions of this article. The
managers shall possess full authority to maintain good order at the
polls and to enforce obedience to their lawful commands during
an election and during the canvass and counting of the votes. All
peace officers shall answer all such calls for help in preserving the
peace as may be made by the managers of election.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.5; 1952 Code § 23-360; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(34) 2340.
ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

The election managers have the authority  the ¢lection process can be clearly observ-
to place a pollwatcher in any area that the ed. Op. Atty. Gen. to Hon. Joyce C.
manager designates; however, the watcher Hearn, Nov. 6, 1978,
should always be placed in an area where

§ 7-13-150. Penalty for failure to assist in maintaining or-
der. '

Any person who, when summoned or called upon by peace
officers shall fail or refuse to assist him in maintaining the peace
and good order at the polls shall be fined in a sum not to exceed
one hundred dollars or imprisoned not to exceed thirty days.
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HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.6; 1952 Code § 23-361; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2340.

§ 7-13-160. Peace officers shall enter polling place only on
request or to vote.

No shenft, deputy shenff, policeman or other officers shall be
allowed to come within the polling place except to vote unless
summoned into it by a majority of the managers. On failure of any
sheriff, deputy shenff, policeman or other officer to _comply with

the provisions of the preceding sentence, the managers of elec-
tion, or one of them, shall make affidavit against such sheriff,
deputy sheriff, policeman or other officer for his arrest.

HISTORY 1962 Code § 23-400.7; 1952 Code § 23-362; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2340.

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS

There is no prohibition to an off-duty of-  uniform. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Donald
ficer acting as a poll-watcher, if he isother-  Fowler, Nov. 1, 1976.
wise qualified and does not participate in

§ 7~13-170. Procedure when managers fail to attend, take
charge of, or conduct election.

In case all of the managers shall fail to attend at the same time
and place appointed for holding such poll or shall refuse or fail to
act or in case no manager has been appointed for such poll, it
shall be lawful for the voters present at the precinct voting place
on that day to appoint from among the qualified voters of such
precinct or club the managers to act as managers in the place and
stead of the absent managers, and any one of the managers so
appointed shall administer the oath to the other managers. But if
the duly appointed managers attend in a reasonable time, they
shall take charge of and conduct the election.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.8; 1952 Code j§ 23-343; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2340.

§ 7-13-180. Posting proposed constitutional amendments at
polling place.

Whenever an amendment to the Constitution of this State shall
be voted upon at any election, the commissioners of election of
each county in the State shall have such amendment conspicuously
posted at each voting precinct in the county upon the day of the
election. Such printed amendments shall be furnished to the
commissioners of election by the Secretary of State.
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HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.23; 1952 Code § 23-321; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2340.

CASE NOTES

Posting does not cure delective bal-  each voting place as reguired by this
lot. —A delect or insufficiency in a bal-  section. Ex parte Tipton, 229 SC 471,
lot is not cured by fact that the full text 9% SE 640 (1956).
of proposing resolution is posted in

§ 7-13-190. Special elections to fill vacancies for unexpired
terms.

(A) Except as otherwise provided in this Code as to specific offices,
whenever a vacancy occurs in office by reason of death, resignation, or
removal and the vacancy in office is one which is filled by a special
election to complete the term of office, this section applies.

(B} In partisan elections, the parties shall open filing for the office at
noon on the third Friday after the vacancy occurs for a period to close
ten days later at noon. A primary must be held on the eleventh
Tuesday after the vacancy occurs. A runoff primary must be held on
the thirteenth Tuesday after the vacancy occurs. The special election
must be on the eighteenth Tuesday after the vacancy occurs. If the
filing period closes on a state holiday, then filing must be held open
through the succeeding weekday. If the date for an election falls on a
state holiday, it must be set for the next succeeding Tuesday.

(C) If the office is not one for which there are partisan elections,
then the filing must be opened at noon on the third Friday after the
vacancy occurs for a period to close ten days later at noon. The filing
must be made to the same entity to which the nonpartisan of-
ficeholders would normally file for office in a general election year.
The election must be set for the thirteenth Tuesday after the vacancy
occurs. Both the filing date and the election date are subject to the
provisions in subsection (B) of this section regarding holidays.

Article 3

Ballots for General and Special Elections

SEC.

7-13-310. Kinds of general election ballots; different colored paper shall be used.

7-13-320.  Ballot standards and specifications.

7-13-330. Form of ballot; instructions.

7-13-340. Printing and distribution of ballots.

7-13-350.  Certified candidates nominated by primary or convention shall be plac-
ed on ballot.

7-13-351. Nomination by petition.

7-13-360.  Place on ballot for write-in names.
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7-13-370.  Death, withdrawal or disqualification of candidate after name printed
on ballot.

7-13-380. Reprinting ballots to delete name of deceased or withdrawn candidate
is optional.

7-13-390. Limitations of withdrawal of candidacy.

7-13-400. Form of ballot when questions are submitted.

7-13-410.  Ballots where both state-wide and local constitutional amendments are
submitted.

7-13-420. Qath of printer of ballots and assistants.
7-13-430. Number of ballots to be provided.
7-13-440. Voting machine ballots; arrangment of nominations.

7-13-450. Use of voting machines shall not prohibit use of separate ballots on
certain questions.

§ 7-13-310. Kinds of general election ballots; different col-
ored paper shall be used.

In the general elections provided for in § 7-13-10, there shall
be four kinds of ballots called, respectively: *‘Official Ballot for
Presidential Elector’”; “Official Ballot for State Offices, United
States Senator and Members of Congress"; “Official Ballot for
State Senator, Member of the House of Representatives, County,
Circuit and Other Offices”” and "Official Ballot on Constitutional
Amendments or other Propositions Submitted.” Each such kind of
ballot shall be printed upon different colored paper as shall be
provided for by the executive director.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.11; 1952 Code § 23-308; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
{54) 2340; 1968 (55) 2516; 1974 (58) 2124.

Cross references—

As to constitutional provision that elections are to be by secret ballot, see SC
Const, Art 2, § 1.

As to ballots for multiple offices, see § 7-1-60.
As 1o ballots for House of Representatives offices, see § 2-1-30.
As to ballots for Senate offices, see § 2-1-60.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 204.
29 CJS, Elections §§ 152 et seq.

7-13-320. Ballot standards and specifications.

General election ballots shall conform to the following standards and
specifications:

(A) the ballot shall be printed on paper of such thickness that the prin-
ting cannot be distinguished from the back and shall be of such size and
color as directed by the State Election Commission. If more than one
ballot is to be used in any election, each such ballot shall be printed upon
different colored paper;

(B)Across the top of the ballot shal! be printed “‘Official Ballot, General
Election,’’ beneath which shall be printed the date of the election, the
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county and the precinct. Above the caption of each ballot shall be one
stub, with a perforated line between the stub and the top of the ballot.
The stub shall have printed thereon *‘Official Ballot, General Election™
and then shall appear the name of the county, the precinct and the date
of the election. On the right side there shall be a blank line under which
there shall be “‘Initials of Issuing Officer.”” Stubs on ballots for each
precinct shall be prenumbered consecutively, beginning with No. 1;

(C) On the ballot for presidential electors there shall be printed, under
the titles of the offices, the names of the candidates for President and
Vice President of the United States nominated by each political party
qualified under the provisions of § 7-9-10 and those nominated by peti-
tion. A separate column shall be assigned to each political party with
candidates and to each separate petition slate of candidates on the ballot
and each party and each petition candidates’s columns shall be separated
by distinct black lines. At the head of each column the party or petition
name shall be printed in large type and below it a circle, one-half inch
in diameter, and below the circle the names of the party’s and petition
candidates for President and Vice President in that order. On the face
of the ballot above the party and petition candidate’s column division
the following instruction shall be printed in heavy black type:

**a. To vote this ballot make a cross (X) in the circle below the
name of the political party or petition column for whose candidates you
wish to vote.

b. A vote for the names of a political party’s candidates or peti-
tion candidates for President and Vice President is a vote for the elec-
tors of that party or petition candidates, the names of whom are on file
with the Secretary of State.”
~ On the bottom of the ballot shall be printed an identified facSimile
of the signature of the Executive Director of the State Election
Commission.

The official ballot for presidential electors shall not be combined with
any other official ballots.

(D) The names of candidates offering for any other office shall be
placed in the proper place on the appropriate ballot, stating whether it
is a state, congressional, legislative, county or other office.

(E) The names of the several officers to be voted for and the tickets
ot the parties and petition candidates shall be placed on the ballots in
an order as arranged by the State Election Commission as to those ballots
for which it is responsible for distribution and by the commissioners of
election for the respective counties as to the ballots for which they are
respousible for distribution, including those for State Senator and member
ol the House of Representatives. If the State Senator or member of the
House of Representatives or any other officer is to be elected from more
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than one county, the commissioners of election from the various coun-
ties from which they are to be elected shall assure that there shall be

aiformity of placement on the ballots of their respective counties and
should the commissioners fail to agree within sixty days prior to the
general election, and upon receipt of written certification by at least one
commissioner, that they have failed to act, the State Election Commis-

- sion shall determine the order of placing the names on the ballots.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.12; 1952 Code § 23-309; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 (54) 2340:

1968 (55) 2316; 1974 (58) 2124; 1982 (62) 2470; 1984 Act No. 402

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 205.
29 CJS, Elections § 156.

9 Am Jur Pl & Pr Forms (Rev ed), Elections, Form 66 (order for alternative
writ of mandamus (o issue requiring county clerk to permit inspection of ballots).

CASE NOTES

Printing Christian or given name of
candidate on  ballot. The
requirement of this section that the
candidate’s name shall be placed on the
ballot does not refer to the Cheisuan or
given name. Stevenson v, Ellisor, 243
S.E2d 445 (S.C. 1978),

Nickname of candidate on ballot. —
This decision does not extend to the use
of nicknames on the hallot. Nicknames,
bearing no relation o a person’s given
name, remain outside the scope of this
section. Stevenson v, Ellisor, 243 S.E. 2d
445 (5.C. 1978). )

Derivative of candidate’s name may
appear on baltot. — T'he opinions of the
Attorney General restricting the use of
nicknames should not bar the use of a
derivative of onc's given name, properly
acquired under the common law and
uscd in good faith for honest purposes.
Stevenson v. Ellisor, 243 S.E. 2d 445
(5.C. 1978).

Derivative of candidate’s name not
proscribed by section. — A derivative
of one's given name, properly acquired
under the common law and used in good
faith for honest purposes is not
prascribed by this section. Respondent’s
given namc “Ferdinan™ contains the
first three letters of the name “Nancy.”
It is therefore a derivative, albeit a less
common one, just as “Rick” is a
derivative of “"Richard™ and “Sue” is a
derivative of “Susan.” Stevenson v.
Ellisor, 243 S.E. 2d 445 (5.C. 1978).

Injunction.—As to injunction against
the Secretary of State to prevent the
use of George Wallace's name on the
ballot of electors nominated by The
South Carolina Independent Party, see
Wallace v Thornton, 251 SC 319, 162
SE2d 273 (1968).

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Neither one's title nor nickname may
be printed on a general election ballot.
1967-68 Ops. Att'y Gen,, No 2489, p
161.

One may not run as a write-in candi-
date for magistrate at a general elec-
tion. 1967-68 Ops. Att'y Gen., No
2581, p 285. .
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A diminutive name is equivalent to a
derivative name and is not a nickname
wholly unrelated to the given names, and
may be placed on the general election
ballot. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James F.
Hendrix, Sept. 30, 1980.

“‘Fritz"’ is a diminutive of the given name

ballot while ““Pug’* is not a diminutive or
a derivative of either ‘‘Charles’’ or
“*DuFort”’ and, therefore, would still be
considered a nickname bearing no relation-
ship to that person’s given name. Op. At-
ty. Gen. to Mr. James F. Hendrix, Sept.
30, 1980.

“Frederick’” and may be placed on the

§ 7=13-330. Form of ballot; instructions.

The arrangement of general election ballots containing the
names of candidates for office shall conform as nearly as possible
to the following plan, with a column or columns added in case of
nomination by petition and a blank column added for write-in
votes, and shall contain the specified instructions there set forth
and no other:

GENERAL ELECTION OFFICIAL BALLOT
COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA

November ___, 19__

No.

Initials of Issuing Officer

OFFICIAL BALLOT
GENERAL ELECTION
County, South Carolina

November ____, 19__
Precint

INSTRUCTIONS—To vote a straight party ticket, make a cross
(X) in the circle (O) under the name of your party. Nothing
further need or should be done. To vote a mixed ticket, or in
other words for candidates of different parties, omit making a
cross (X) mark in the party circle at the top and make a cross (X)
in the voting square [] opposite the name of each candidate on
the ballot for whom you wish to vote. If you wish to vote for a
candidate not on any ticket, write or place the name of such
candidate on your ticket opposite the name of the office. Before
leaving the booth, fold the ballot so that the initials of the
manager may be seen on the outside.
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Nammaou by

Name of Party Name of Party Petition
Names of Office (/] (4 o
STATE Governor Governor Govemnor
Governor [ Name of [0 Name of [ Name of
Candidate Candidate Candidate
Lieutenant Lieut. Governor Lieut. Governor Lieut. Governor
Governor O Name of O Name of O Name of
Candidate Candidate Candidate
Secretary of Sec. of State Sec. of State Sec. of Suate
State [J Name of [Q Name of [ Name of
Candidate Candidate Candidate
CONGRES- U.S. Senator U.S. Senator U.S. Senator
SIONAL [0 Name of O Name of O Name of
Senator Candidate Candidate Candidate
Representative U.S. Repre- U.S. Repre- U.S. Repre-
in Congress sentative sentative sentative
O Name of [0 Name of O Name of
District Candidate Candidate Candidate

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.13; 1952 Code § 23-310; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966

(34) 2340.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am jur 2d, Elections § 205.
29 CJS, Elections § 156.

CASE NOTES

Quoted in United Citizens Party v
South Carolina State Election Comm’n,
819 F Supp 784 (DSC 1970).

CASE NOTES

Failure to follow instructions.—The
instructions provided in this section
are not o be construed with such in-
Aexible literalness as to render the
slightest deviation from them fatal to
the ballot. They are directory, and fail-
ure to follow them to the letter will not
invalidate the ballot unless thereby
such douii*- has been cast upon the
voter's intention, as evidenced by his
ballot, that to determine such intention
would involve s lation rather than
reasonable inference. Redfearn v
Board of State Canvassers, 234 SC
118, 107 SE2d 10 (1959).

Name of party nominee on write-in
ballot need not be scratched out.—Nei-
ther this section nor any other provi.
sion of the present general election law

requires, expressly or by necessary im-
plication, that in order to vote for a
candidate other than the party nomi-
nee, the voter must not only write the
name of his candidate on the ballot
opposite the name of the office, but

so scraich out the name of the party
nominee. Redfearn v Board of State
Canvassers, 234 SC 113, 107 SE2d 10
(1959).

And write-in ballot counted where
voter marked party circle.—~This sec-
tion does not, cither expressly or by
necessary implication, forbid the count-
ing of a ballot for a “write-in" candi-
date because the voter, in addition to
writing in the name of his candidate,
has marked the party circle, Redfearn v
Board of State Canvasters, 234 SC
118, 107 SE2d 10 (1959).



ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Omission of straight licket circle— by petition where a party has nomi-
The straight ticket circle may be left of nated only one county candidate.
the general election ballot upon the 1965-66 Ops. Au'y Gen., No 2187, p
request of a political party or nominee 265,

§ 7-13-340. Printing and distribution of ballots.

All ballots cast in general elections for national, State, county,
municipal, district and circuit officers in the towns, counties,
districts, circuits, cities and other political divisions shall be
printed and distributed at public expense. The printing and
distribution of all ballots, other than the county, State Senator,
member of the House of Representatives, local or circuit ballots
herein designated, the ballots for elections in cities and towns and
the ballots for election on bonds or other local measures, shall be
arranged and handled by the State Election Commission and shall
be paid for by the State. The State Election Commission shall have
all necessary ballots for elections for presidential electors, State
officers, United States Senators and members of Congress printed,
and shall deliver such ballots to the various county commissioners
of election at least ten days prior to the date of the election and
the county commissioners of election shall place such ballots in
ballot boxes for distribution to the election managers of the
various precincts.

The printing and distribution of ballots in all State Senate,
member of the House of Representatives, county, local and circuit
elections shall be arranged and handled by the commissioners of
election of the several counties and shall be paid for by the
respective counties, and the commissioners of election shall place
such ballots in ballot boxes for distribution to the election manag-
ers of the various precincts. The printing and distribution of
ballots in all municipal elections shall be arranged and handled by
the municipal authorities conducting such elections and shall be
paid for by the municipalities.

The terms “municipal” and “municipalities” as used in this
section shall be construed to include school districts, public ser-
vice districts and like political subdivisions.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.14; 1952 Code § 23-311; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2340; 1968 (65) 2516; 1974 (58) 2124.

§ 7-13-350. Certified candidates nominated by petition, pri-
mary or convention shall be placed on ballot.

The nominees in a party primary or party convention held under the
provisions of this title by any political party certified by the Commis-
sion under this title for one or more of the offices, national, state,
circuit, muiti-county district, countywide, or less than countywide, to
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be voted on in the general election must be placed upon the appropri-
ate ballot for the election as candidates nominated by party by the
authority charged by law with preparing the ballot if the names of the
nominees are certified by the political party chairman, vice-chairman,
or secretary to the authority, for general elections held under Section
7-13-10, not later than twelve o’clock noon on September first, or if
September first falls on Sunday, not later than twelve o’clock noon on
the following Monday; and for a special or municipal election, by at
least twelve o’clock noon on the thirtieth day prior to the date of
holding the election, or if the thirtieth day falls on Sunday, by twelve
o’clock noon on the following Monday.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.15; 1952 Code § 23-312; 1950 (46) 2059; 1958 (50) 1860; 1959

{51) 285; 1966 (54) 2340; 1958 (55) 2316; 1974 (58) 2866; 1976 (59) 1702; 1984 Act No. 263;
1984 Act No. 405; 1986 Act No. 344.

Research and Practice References—

26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 216.

29 CJS, Elections §§ 161 et seq. _

9 Am Jur Pl & Pr Forms (Rev ed), Elections, Form 51 (petition or application
to require inclusion of name of nominee by petition on ballot).

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS
When qualification of ¢lector determin- Multiple candidacy.—It appears that ,

ed. — Qualification of a candidate as elec-
tor as required by S.C. Const., Art. 17, §
1 is determined as of time of election and
not at time of filing of his renomination
petition. 1967-68 Ops. Att'y Gen., No.
2559, p. 257,

Appointed office not to be placed on
ballot.—County treasurer, being an ap-
pointed office, should not be placed on
general election ballot, 1965-66 Ops. Att’y

there are no provisions of law dealing with .
multiple candidacy in South Carolina, and
in absence of such provisions, there may
be multiple nominations of one name by

. several parties. 1969-70 Ops. Att’y Gen,,

No 2996, p 275,
As a magistrate holds an appointive posi-
tion, his name should not be placed on the

. general election ballot. Op. Atty. Gen. to

Mr. W .M. Brice, Sept. 24, 1976.

Gen., No 2049, p 132.

§ 7-13-351. Nomination by Petition.

Any nominee by petition for one or more of the offices, national,
state, circuit, multi-county district, countywide, or less than county-
wide, to be voted on in the general election must be placed upon the
appropriate ballot by the officer, commissioners, or other authority
charged by law with preparing the ballot if the petition is submitted to
the officer, commissioner, or other authority, as the case may be, for
general elections held under Section 7-13-10, not later than twelve
o’clock noon on August first, or if August first falls on Sunday, not later
than twelve o’clock noon on the following Monday. At the time the
petition is submitted, the authority charged with accepting it shall
issue a receipt to the person submitting the petition which shall reflect
the date it was submitted and the total number of signatures contained
therein. The board of voter registration of each respective county shall
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check the petition at the request of the authority charged with printing
the ballot for that office and shall certify the results to the authority not
later than twelve o’clock noon September first, or if September first
falls on Sunday, not later than twelve o’clock noon on the following
Monday.

The petition of any candidate in any special or municipal election must
be submitted to the authority charged with printing the ballot for those
offices not later than noon, on the forty-fifth day prior to the date of
the holding of the election, or if the forty-fifth day falls on Sunday, by
not later than twelve o’clock noon on the following Monday. At the time
a petition is submitted, the authority charged with accepting it must issue
a receipt to the person submitting the petition which must reflect the
date it was submitted and the total number of signatures contained
therein. The board of voter registration of each respective county must
check the petition at the request of the authority charged with printing
of the ballots for that office and must certify the results thereof to the
authority not later than twelve o’clock noon on the thirtieth day prior
to the date of holding the election; or if the thirtieth day falls on a Sun-
day, by twelve o’clock noon on the following Monday.

Once submitted for verification, a petition for nomination of a can-
didate for any office may not be returned to the petitioner, but must
be retained by the authority to whom the petition was submitted and
must become a part of the records of the election for which it was
submitted.

HISTORY: 1984 Act No. 263 Eff. date 1/27/84; 1986 Act No. 344.

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS

A petition candidate for the House in a
multicounty district should file with the
State Election Commisssion and not with
the county election commissions of the
counties the office would represent. Op.
Atty. Gen. to Ms. Janet Palazzolo, Qct. 21,
1980,

Petitions filed with an election authori-
ty are not presumed to be valid, and the

election authority must undertake some
reasonable and reliable procedure to con-
firm that the petitions comply with the
statutory requirements. Op. Atty. Gen. to
Mr. James B. Ellisor, Sept. 22, 1978.

The form of the confirming procedure
is within the discretion of the election
authority. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B.
Ellisor, Sept. 22, 1978.

§ 7-13-352. Nomination by Statement of Candidacy.

Any candidate for a nonpartisan office, multi-county district,
countywide or less than countywide, to be voted on at the time of the
general election, who qualifies by statement of candidacy shall file the
statement of candidacy with the authority responsible by law for
conducting the election not later than twelve o’clock noon on Sep-
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tember first, or if September first falls on Sunday, not later than twelve
o’clock noon on the following Monday.

§ 7-13-360. Place on ballot for write-in names.

The ballots shall also contain a place for voters to write in the name
of any other person for whom they wish to vote except on ballots for
" the election of the President and Vice President.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.17; 1952 Code §23-314; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966

(54) 2349; 1982 (62) 2470. }

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

When one of two candidates died a week
before the election, sufficient time did not
exist to allow other candidates to file for
election and therefore, if any voters desired
to vote for another candidate, they would
have to use the write-in procedure. Op. At-
ty. Gen, to Mr. Herman E. Cox, Oct. 31,
1977,

Write-in candidates do not meet the

tion candidates; however, if a write-in can-
didate receives the most votes and is other-
wise legally qualified, he would win that
election. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Leroy
Pendleton, Sept. 24, 1980.

An active campaign for a write-in elec-
tion by a disqualified candidate would still
place the candidate in the position of
violating his pledge. Op. Atty. Gen. to

statuory requirements for being placed on
the ballot as petition, primary or conven-

§ 7=13-370. Death, withdrawal or disqualification of candi-
date after name printed on ballot.

If any candidate dies, withdraws or otherwise becomes disquali-
fied after his name has been printed on an official election ballot
and if any person is nominated, as authorized by law, to fill such
vacancy, the name of the candidate so nominated to fill such
vacancy need not be printed upon the ballots, but the name of
such candidate so nominated shall be certified by the party execu-
tive committee making the nomination to the officer, commission-
ers or other authority charged with the duty of printing such
ballots and a vote cast by a voter for the name of the candidate
printed on the ballot who has either died, withdrawn or otherwise
become disqualified shall be counted as a vote for the candidate
subsequently nominated to fill such vacancy whose name is on file
with such officer, commissioners, or other authority.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.18; 1952 Code § 23-315; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2340. '

Hon. Patrick B. Harris, May 26, 1980.

Editor's Note —

Secton 7-13-350 provides that the names of candidares nominated for public
ollice shall be certilied by the polineal party chairman, vice-chairman or secretary
i the vase ol a parny candidare and by the person anthorized 1o receive a petition

when the candidare s not o party nominee,

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Flections § 217,
29 CJS, Elections § 167.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

When on of two candidates died a week before  didate, they would have 1o use the write-in pro-
the election, sufficient time did not exist to allow  cedure. Op, Atty. Gen. to Mr, Herman E, Cox,
other candidates to file for election and therefor,  Qct. 31, 1977.
if any voters desired to vote for another can-

§ 7-13-380. Reprinting ballots to delete name of deceased
or withdrawn candidate is optional.

After the ofhaal ballots have been printed by the proper officer,
commissioners or other authority, the death or withdrawal of a
candidate whose name is printed on the official ballot shali not
require such ofhicer, commissioners or other authority to reprint
the official ballots, but the officer, commissioners or other author-
ity having jurisdiction over the printing and distribution of the
ballots concerned may cause such ballots to be reprinted and be
substituted in all respects tor the first printed ballots if such
substitution is deemed feasible and advisable.

HIS'(I'B(‘))R’YS:“I)QH Code § 25-400.19; 1952 Code § 23.316; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 217.
29 CJS, Elections § 167.

§ 7-13-390. Limitations on withdrawal of candidacy.

After the proper officer, commissioners or other authonty has
been notified of the nomination, as hereinbefore specified, of any
candidate for office, he shall not withdraw such nomination unless
upon the written request of the candidate so nominated made at
least thirty days before the day of election.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.20; I952 Code § 23-317; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2340.

Attorney General’s Opinions

Construing this section and 7-11-50 because of later adopted provisions of law,
together, it seeems clear that normally a withdrawal at any time may be made in cer-
candidate cannot withdraw his candidacy tain specified situations. Op. Atty. Gen. to
within thirty days of an election; but a Congressman, Oct. 10, 1980,

§ 7-13-400. Form of ballot when questions are submitted.

The form of ballot in an election on the issuance of bonds or in
which any other question or issue is submitted to a vote of the
people shall be a statement of the question or questions and shall
thereafter have the following words:

In favor of the question or issue (as the case may be)[]
Opposed to the question or issue (as the case may be)(J

The voter shall be instructed in substance, if he wishes to vote
in favor of the proposition to place a check or cross mark in the
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square after the words first above written and if he wishes to vote
against the proposition to place a check or cross mark in the
square after the words second above written.

Nothing herein shall be construed to prevent any party from
submitting to party members any question or issue.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.21; 1952 Code § 23-318; 1950 (46) 2059, 2355;

1966 (54) 2340.

Cross references—

As to form of ballot in election as to issuance of municipal general obligation

bonds, see § 5-21-310.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 221,
29 CJS. Elections § 170

CASE NOTES

Directions as to form of ballot are
mandatory —Ex parte Riggs, 52 SC
298, 29 SE 645 (1898).

Secrecy of ballot is essential.—-Stale
v State Board, 78 SC 461, 59 SE 145
{1907).

Word *ballot” implying secrecy of
voting.—State v State Board, 78 SC
461, 59 SE 145 (1907).

Participation in election where se-

crecy of ballot 1s being violated does
not estop voter from contesting elec-
tion.—Whete a local option election
was s0 held as to desiroy the secrecy of
the ballot, an elector, by voting with-
out protest, did not estop himself from
contesting the election. State v State
Board, 78 SC 461, 59 SE 145 (1907).

Cited in Bolt v Cobb, 225 SC 408,
82 SE2d 789 (1954).

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Methods of providing for appearance
of 1ueslions on ballot.—The available
methods of providing for the appear-
ance of questions and issues on ballots
is by consent of the political party
conducting the election in the case of
primary elections, and by statutory au-
thorization in the case of general elec-
tions. 1965-66 Ops. Aw'y Gen., No
2002, p 63.

Advisory referendum requires legis-
lative authority. 1969-70 Ops. At'y
Gen., No 2935, p 190.

Two referenda or questions, where pro-
perly stated and separated, may be placed
on a single ballot. Op. Atty. Gen. to Ms.
Deborah C, Westbrook, Aug. 27, 1982.

A ballot in a referendum should contain
only the questions as set out in the petition
or as called for by the council. 1983 Op.
Atty. Gen., No. 83-16, p. 32.

§ 7-13-410. Ballots where both state-wide and local consti-
tutional amendments are submitted.

Whenever at any general election proposed amendments to the

Constitution of both state-wide and local natures are submitted to
the qualified electors of the State, the State officer charged with
the duty of preparing the ballots shall arrange and classify the
proposed amendments on such ballots as follows:

At the top of one ballot shall be printed the words ‘‘Statewide
Constitutional Amendments.” Under this heading there shali be
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placed the various proposed amendments of a state-wide nature.
At the top of a separate ballot shall be printed the words ‘‘Local
Constitutional Amendments.” Under this heading there shall be
printed in alphabetical order the names of the various counties of
the State affected by any proposed local amendments and under
the name of each county the particular amendment affecting such
county, or any particular subdivision thereof, or municipality
situated therein, but when any proposed amendment relates to
two or more counties such proposed amendment shall be listed
under a joint heading combined of the names of such counties.
The heading shall be printed in larger type than that used in
printing the proposed amendment.

Ballots for the state-wide constitutional amendments shall be
printed on white paper and ballots for the local constitutional
amendments shall be printed on a paper other than white.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.22; 1952 Code § 23-319; 1950 {46) 2059; 1965
(54) 175; 1966 (54) 2340.

Resenrch ond Practice References—
© 26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 222.
29 CJS, Elections § 170.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS
Advisory referendum requires legis-

lative authority. 1969-70 Ops. Au'y
Gen., No 2985, p 190.

§ 7-13-420. Oath of printer of ballots and assistants.

The printer with whom the executive director, commissioners of
election or other authority, as the case may be, shall contract for
the printing of official ballots shall, before the work is commenced,
take an oath before the Executive Director of the State Election
Commission or the chairman of the commissioners or other
authority, as the case may be, who may administer such oath, to

the following effect: “I, _——_____, do solemnly swear that I will
print (here insert number) ballots according to the instructions of
the of ; that I will not print or permit to be

printed, directly or indirectly, more than the above number; that 1
will at once destroy all imperfect and perfect impressions other
than those required to be delivered to the electoral board; that as
soon as said number of ballots is printed I will distribute the type
used for such work and that I will not communicate to anyone
whomsoever, in any manner whatsoever, the size, style or contents
of such ballots.”

The above oath shall be reduced to writing and signed by the
person taking it and also a similar affidavit shall be required of any
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employee or other person engaged upon the work or who shall
have access to it. Any intentional violation of such oath shall
constitute the crime of perjury. Any other violation of the provi-
sions of this section shall be a misdemeanor and punished by a
fine of one hundred dollars or imprisonment for thirty days in jail.
Nothing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit the
execulive director, the commissioners or other authority from
publishing or otherwise disclosing the contents, style and size of
ballots required to be printed by them which they are respectively
authorized and empowered to publish or otherwise disclose.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.24; 1952 Code § 23-320; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2340; 1968 (55) 2316.

§ 7-13-430. Number of ballots to be provided.

There shall be provided for each voung place where voting
machines are not used as many ballots as is equal to one hundred
and ten percent of the registered qualified voters at such voting
place. There shall be provided for each voting place where voting
machines are used as many ballots as are equal to ten percent of
the registered qualified voters at such voting place.

HlS’(l'g)R:;Jfﬁ? Code § 23-400.25; 1952 Code § 23-347; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 155.

§ 7-13-440. Voting machine ballots; arrangement of nomi-
nations.

In every county, city or town providing voting machines, the
" commissioners of election shall furnish to the managers of election
a sufficient number of ballots printed on clear white paper, of such
form and size as will fit the ballot frames of the machines, the
arrangement of the names of the candidates on such ballots to be
prescribed by the commissioners of election. Party nominations
shall be arranged on each voting machine either in columns or
horizontal rows, as shall nominations by petition, and the captions
of the various ballots on such machines shall be so placed as to
indicate to the voter what push knob, key lever or other device is
to be used or operated in order to vote for the candidate or
candidates of his choice.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.26; 1966 (54) 2340.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 207.
29 CJS, Elections § 158.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Only voling machines with master
levers have been aggroved for use in
South Carolina. 196768 Ops. Aty
Gen., No 2498, p 175.

Under 1962 Code § 23-400.26 [1976
Code 4§ 7-13-440], voting machines

must be constructed to allow a voter to
vote for all candidates of one party at
any level of government. 1975-76 Op
Aty Gen, No 4464, p 326,

§ 7-13-450. Use of voting machines shall not prohibit use
of separate ballots on certain questions.

The use of voting machines in an election shall not prohibit the
use of a separate ballot for constitutional amendments and other

public measures.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.27; 1966 (54) 2340.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 206.
29 CJS, Elections § 157.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Separate paper ballots for constitu-
tional amendments.—It was the intent
of the legislature that separate paper
ballots should be used for constitu-
tional amendments where it is impoassi-
ble to place the amendments on the
machine themselves due to space re-

quirements. 1967-68 Ops. Auw'y Gen,,
No 2503, p 183.

Constitutional amendments cannot
be placed on a voling machine by
numbers. 1967-68 Ops. Aw'y Gen., No
2503, p 183.

ARTICLE b

BaLLoTs FOR PrRIMARY ELECTIONS

Sec.
7-13--610. Ballot specifications.
7-18-620. Number of ballots provided.

§ 7-13-610. Ballot specifications.

The ballots shall contain in print the names of all candidates
and shall have a stub at the top perforated so as to be easily
detached. On the stub shall be printed “Official Ballot,” Club

No. On the right side there shall be a blank
line under which shall be printed "Initials of Issuing Officer.” The
numbers shall run seriatim for each club. The ballots shall be
furnished by the State committee for all except county ofhcers,
congressmen and circuit solicitors, for which the county committee
shall furnish the ballots. One ballot shall contain the names of all
persons running for State offices and United States Senator. The
other ballot shall contain the names of all persons running for the
General Assembly, county offices, congressmen and solicitors.
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All ballots furnished by the State commitiee hereunder shall
have marked thereon in plain type, both on the stub and on the
ballot proper the words “State Ballot”” and all ballots furnished by
the county committee hereunder shall have marked thereon in
plam type, both on the stub and on the ballot proper the words

“County Ballot.”

The State ballot shall be printed on yellow paper and the boxes
in which it is to be deposited shall be painted the same color. The
county ballot shall be printed on plain white paper and the boxes
in which it is to be deposited shall be painted white,

“*The ballot shall contain a voting square opposite the name of each
candidate and the voter shall vote by putting a mark in the voting square
opposite the name of the candidate of his choice.””

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.31; 1952 Code § 23-377; 1950 (46) 205%; 1966
(54) 2340; 1981 (62) 1.

Cross references—
As 10 constitutional provision that elections are to be by secret ballol, see SC
Const, Art 2, § I.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections §§ 118(1) e seq.

§ 7-13-620. Number of ballots provided.

There shall be provided for each voting place where voting
machines are not used as many ballots as is equal to one hundred
and ten percent of the registered qualified voters at such voting
place. There shall be provided for each voting place where voting
machines are used as many ballots as is equal to ten percent of the
registered qualified voters at such voting place.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.32; 1952 Code §23-547 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2340 .

"ARTICLE 7

Sec VOTING PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL ELECTIONS

7-138-710. Proof of right 1o vote; signing poll list; comparison of signatures.

7-13-720. Oath of voter.

7-13-730. Delivery and marking of ballot; deposit into ballot box.

7-13-740. Number and construction of booths; only one voter in booth at a
time; speaking to voter prohibited.

7-13-760. Time when voter must leave booth and voting place; voter must be
alone in booth and must not talk while voting.

7-13-770. Unauthorized persons not allowed within guard rail; voter may obtain
assistance.

7-13-780. Designation of voters who may receive assistance.

7-13-790. Substitute for marred or defaced ballot.

7-13-800. Write-ins shall be in handwriting of voter or authorized manager.

7-13-810. Prevention of illegal voting or taking too much time; challenging
voters.

7-13-820. Voling by person whose name is not on precinct list.

7-13-830. Procedure when voter challenged.

7-13-840. Ballot boxes; number, location, construction, color, labeling.

7-13-850. Closing polls; voters waiting may vote,

7-13-860. Waichers; appointment, qualifications, identification, and conduct.



§7-13-710, Proof of right to vote; signing poll list; comparison of
signatures.
When any person presents himself to vote, he must produce his valid
‘South Carolina driver’s license or other form of identification contain-
ing a photograph issued by the South Carolina Department of Highways
and Public Transportation (SCDHPT), if he is not licensed to drive; pro-
vided, however, that any person registered prior to the effective date of
this act who does not possess a driver’s license or other form of iden-
tification containing a photograph may vote upon production of a valid
registration certificate; provided. further, however, that if such person
loses or defaces his registration certificate, he must, thereafter, obtain
a South Carolina driver’s license or other form of identification con-
taining a photograph issued by the SCDHPT before voting in any subse-
quent election. Any elector may also be permitted to vote if he presents,
in lieu of a valid driver’s license or other photo identification, the writ-
ten notification issued to him by the Board of Registration provided for
by Section 7-5-180 if the notification has been signed by the elector, His
name must be checked by one of the managers on the margin of the page
opposite to his name upon the registration books, or copy of the books,
. furnished by the board of registration. The managers must keep a poll
list which shall contain one column headed ‘Names of Voters’. Before
any ballot is delivered to a voter, the voter must sign his name on the
poll list which must be furnished to the appropriate election officials by
the State Election Commission. At the top of each page the voter’s oath
approriate to the election must be printed. The signing of the poll list
or the marking of the poll list is considered to be an affirmation of the
oath by the voter. One of the managers must compare the signature on
the poll list with the signature on the voter’s driver’s license or other
identification and may require further identification of the voter and pro-
of of his right to voter unde this Title as he considers necessary. If the
voter is unable to write or if the voter is prevented from signing by physical
handicap, he may sign his name to the poll list by mark with the assistance
of one the managers.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.51; 1952 Code §§ 23-380; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 (54) 2340;
1068 (55) 2316, 1984 Act No. 510.

Related Local Laws—
For a local law regarding rosters of electors in Dillon and Spartanburg Counties, see
Local Law Index.

Research and Praciice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections §237.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Registration certificate lacking attes-
tation as to eleclor’s signature.—A
challenge by a poll watcher of a vote is
not proper, necessarily, where a voter's
registration certificate merely lacks the
attestation of a board member, deputy
member or clerk as io the signature of
the elector appearing thereon. 1970-71
Ops. Att'y Gen., No 3198, p 167.

§ 7-13-720. Oath of voter.

A woman whose name appears on the
registration list under her maiden name but
has since married and changed her name
would not be denied the right to vote. Op.
Atty. Gen. to Mr. John K. deLoach, Jr.,
Oct. 13, 1976.

In the event the oath is not printed at the top of the poll list as

provided for in § 7-13-710, the managers of election shall admin-
ister to each person offering to vote an oath that he is qualified to
vote at this election, according to the laws and Constitution of this
State, and that he has not voted during this election.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.52; 1952 Code § 23-346; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966

(54) 2340.

Cross references—

As 1o punishment for false swearing at elections, see § 7-25-150.

CASE NOTES

In the reception of votes the office of
manager under this section is purely a
ministerial one. State v Bruce, 3 Brev
(3 SCL) 264.

The provisions as to the administer-
ing of the oath is not mandatory or
imperative, but is directory only. State
v State Board, 86 SC 451, 68 SE 676
{1910). See also, Smith v Saye, 130 SC
20, 125 SE 269 (1924).

And viclation of such provision does
not vitiate election.—It is well settled
that the violation of such provisions of
the section as merely regulate the con-
duct of elections is not, in the absence
of fraud, vitiative, unless it is made to
appear that the result was thereby af-
fected. State v State Board, 86 SC 451,
68 SE 676 (1910). See also, Smith v
Saye, 130 SC 20, 125 SE 269 (1924).

§ 7-13-730. Delivery and marking of ballot; deposit into
ballot box.

If the managers are reasonably sure that the person is entitled
to vote, they shall then -deliver a ballot to such person, and
thereupon the voter shall immediately go to the booth and mark
his ballot preparatory to depositing it in the ballot box. After the
voter has marked his ballot, he shall fold it so as to leave the stub
remaining attached thereto visible in such position that it can be
detached without unfelding. When the ballot is returned, one of
the managers shall detach and retain the stub, and the voter shall
then deposit his folded ballot in the box.

HISTORY: 1962 Code §23-400.53; 1952 Code §§ 23.329, 23.381; 1930 (46)
2059; 1968 (54) 2340.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Sample ballots. — It is permissible to
send out a sample ballot and thereafter
for electors to take it with them into the

A person may carry in a sampie ballot
or notes concering which candidate they
desire to vote for and there is no direct pro-
hibition against one voter giving these notes
or sample ballots to another voter. Op. At-
ty. Gen. to Mr. Ladson F. Howell, Nov.

voting hooth. Op. Aty Gen. to Mr.
Walter Mosley, Jr., June 24, 1980.

This procedure would appear to come
within the prohibition of this section if one
voter was in some manner forcing another
voter to accept this list against that voter's
will. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Ladson F,
Howell, Nov. 21, 1980.

21, 1980.

§ 7-13-740. Number and construction of booths; only one
voter in booth at a time; speaking to voter prohiblted

There shall be provided at each polling precinct at least one
booth. At least one booth shall be provided for each two hundred
and fifty registered clectors or a major fraction thereof of the
precinct. The booths shall be made of wood, sheet metal or any
other suitable substance, shall not be less than thirty-two inches
wide, thirty-two inches deep and six feet six inches high, shall be
provided with a curtain hanging from the top in front to within
three feet of the floor and shall have a suitable shelf on which the
voter can prepare his ballot. In general and special elections the
booths shall be provided by the commissioners of election or
other electoral board; in primaries by the county committee. But
one voter shall be allowed to enter any booth at a time, and no
one except as provided herein shall be allowed to speak to a voter
while in the booth preparing his ballot.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.54; 1952 Code § 25-348; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2840.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'’S OPINIONS

When voter is permitted to have another A voter’s wife is only permitted inside

person in booth.—A voter can have
another person in the voting booth with
him for the purpose of assistance only in
the event that he is either unable to write
or that he is physically unable to or
physically incapacitated from preparing his
ballot or voring. 1965-66 Ops. Auy. Gen.,
No 2005, p. 66.

the voting booth with the voter in the event
the voter is either illiterate or physically
handicapped, and the voter’s wife must
have been designated by the voter as the
bystander he wishes to enter the voting
booth with him. 1965-66 Ops. Att'y. Gen.,
No 2005, p. 66.

102



§ 7=13-760. Time when voter must leave booth and voting
place; voter must be alone in booth and must not talk while
voting.

No voter, while receiving, preparing and casting his ballot, shall
occupy a booth or compartment for a longer time than five
minutes. No voter shall be allowed to occupy a booth or compart-
ment already occupied by another, nor to speak or converse with
anyone, except as herein provided, while in the booth. After
having voted, or declined or failed to vote within five minutes, the
voter shall immediately withdraw from the voting place and shall
not enter the polling place again during the election.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.55; 1952 Code § 23-349; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966

(54) 2340,

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 242,

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Electors may remain to serve as
bystanders.—While a poll manager has
the discretion under this section and §
7-13-810 to require persons to vote
promptly and move away from the
immediate vicinity of the voting booths
or arca where the ballots are marked,
the clear intent of these sections is {0
prevent itlegal voting and interference
with the orderly election process. They

from observing the voting process and
remaining in the vicinity of the polling
place, so long as they are orderly and
do not interfere with the voting pro-
cess. Thus, if such persons are electors
of the precinct, they may serve as
bystanders when they are designated
by the voter, whether or not they have
already voted. Op. Att’y Gen. to Hon.
C. Heyward Belser, Nov. 2, 1978,

are not designed to prevent the public

§ 7-13-770. Unauthorized persons not allowed within guard
rail; voter may obtain assistance.

No person other than a voter preparing his ballot is allowed within
the guard rail, except as provided in this section. A voter who requires
assistance to vote by reason of blindness, disability, or inability to read
or write shall make the fact known to the managers. The chairman of
the managers shall appoint one of the managers and any person of the
voter’s choice, other than the voter’s employer or agent of that employer
or officer or agent of the voter’s union to assist the voter in preparing
his ballot. After the voter’s ballot has been prepared, the person chosen
by the voter to assist him shall immediately leave the vicinity of the guard
rail. In lieu of the above assistance a person may have a member of his
family or in the case of a blind voter, any person of his choosing render
him assistance in voting without the presence of a manager. The term
‘family’ means spouse, father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister,
grandfather, grandmother, grandson, granddaughter, aunt, uncle, niece,
or nephew. 103



HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.56; 1952 Code § 23-350; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 (54) 2340;
1970 (56) 1913; 1984 Act No. 445,

NOTE: The provisions of Section 7-13-770 have not been pre-cleared by the U.S. Department
of Justice and cannot be put into effect. The 1982 Amendment to the Voting Rights Act would
apply and must be used in lieu of this section,

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was further amended in 1982, effective January 1, 1984, to
provide that:

“Any voter who requires assistance 1o vote by reason of blindness, disability, or inability to
read or write may be given assistance by a person of the voter's choice other than the voter’s
employer or agent of that employer or officer of agent of that voter’s union.”

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

A literate person cannot receive as-
sistance merely because he prefers 10
have someone in the booth with him to
assist him in marking his ballot. 1965-
66 Ops. Att'y Gen., No 2041, p 119

Unless he is physically handicapped.
—A person who is able to read and
wrile is not authorized to receive as-
sistance unless physically handicapped.
1965-66 Ops. Al'y Gen., No 2041, p
119.

The person chosen by the voter does not
have to be a registered elector in the
precinct. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B.

When assistance allowed. — A voter
is allowed to have assistance in marking
his ballot onlv if he is illiterate or
physically unable 10 prepare his ballot.
1973-74 Op. Au’y Gen., No. 3768, p.
144. :

The right to designate the bystander
is exclusively with the voter and not
with the chairman of the managers or
the poll manager appointed by the
chairman. 1978 Ops. Aty Gen., No.
78-217, p.

‘than one voter in a precinct who are ii-

literate or physically handicapped choose
the same person during the course of the

voting day. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James
B. Ellisor, Apr. 27, 1984.

Ellisor, Apr. 27, 1984,
There would be no prohibition to more

§ 7-13-771. Curb-side voting.

{A) Any elector who, because of physical handicap or age, cannot
enter the polling place in the precinct in which he is registered to vote,
or is unable to stand in line to vote, may vote outside that polling place
in the closest available parking area utilizing the vehicle in which he
has been driven, or has driven to the polls.

(B) When the managers are informed that a handicapped or elderly
voter cannot enter the polling place or cannot stand in line to vote, the
voter’s identification required by Section 7-13-710 must be presented
to the managers who must verify that the voter is eligible to vote. Upon
verification of the voter’s eligibility, two managers shall take the poll
list and the voter’s ballot to the voter in his vehicle outside the polling
place. The managers shall notify any poll watchers present who, at
their discretion, may accompany the managers as observers. Where
the polling place uses machines for the purposes of voting, the poll
managers must use the ballots provided under Sections 7-13-1470 or
7-13-1870 for those voters who cannot enter the polling place.

(C) No person other than the voter is permitted in the vehicle in
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which the voter is casting his ballot unless the voter is entitled to
assistance as provided in Section 7-13-770.

(D) After the voter has voted his ballot, he must fold it so that the
secrecy of the ballot is preserved and return it to the managers waiting
outside the vehicle. The managers shall carry the ballot to the ballot
box, taking care not to violate the secrecy of the ballot, and after
detaching the stub, deposit the ballot in the ballot box.

§ 7-13-780. Designation of voters who may receive assist-
ance.

Only those persons who are unable to read or write or who are
physically unable or incapacitated from preparing a ballot or
voting shall be entitled to receive assistance of any kind in voting.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-400.57; 1952 Code § 23-351; 1950 (46) 2059; 1968
(54) 2340.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections §§ 238-241.
29 CJS, Elections § 208.

the grounds of unauthorized assistance
when the watcher or other elector has in-

If a person does not actually require
assistance, but receives assistance, it would

be grounds to challenge the ballot of that
person. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B.
Ellisor, Oct. 7, 1983.

A poll watcher or other registered elec-
tor may challenge the ballot of a voter on

formation or knows of his own personal
knowledge that the voter is neither
physically handicapped nor illiterate. Op.
Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B. Ellisor, Oct.
7, 1983.

§ 7-13-790. Substitute for marred or defaced ballot.

If a voter shall mar or deface his ballot, he may obtain one
additional ballot upon returning to the managers in charge of the
ballots the ballot so marred or defaced with the stub attached. The
manager in charge of the poll list shall change the number of the
ballot on the poll list and place the marred or defaced ballot in a
file. No voter shall be given a second ballot until he has returned
the first one with the stub attached.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.58; 1952 Code §23 352; 1950 (46) 2059 1966
(54) 2340.

§ 7~13-800. Write-ins shall be in handwriting of voter or
authorized manager.

In casting a write-in ballot, the voter shall cast it in his own
handwriting or in the handwriting of a duly authorized manager
who is aiding the voter in casting his ballot when assistance is
authorized by this Title. -

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 259-400.59; 1952 Code 523-324 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2340.
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ALR and L Ed Annotations-—
Validity of write-in vote where candidate's surname only is written in on ballot.
86 ALR2d 1025,

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS
The use of pasters or stickers i1 not

permitted. 1965-66 Ops. Att'y Gen,,
No 2172, p 306.

§ 7=-13-810. Prevention of illegal voting or taking too much
time; challenging voters.

The managers of election shall prevent any person from voting
when they have good reason to believe such person has already
voted. They shall refuse to allow any person to vote who is not a
registered elector or who has become disqualified for any cause to
vote in such voting precinct. They may also prevent any voter
from consuming more than five minutes in voting, but no manager
shali examine, read or handle the ballot being voted or about to
be voted by a voter or interfere in any way with the voting of any
voter otherwise than as is herein provided. Any elector or qualified
watcher may, and it shall be the duty of the managers of the
election to, challenge the vote of any person who may be known
or suspected not to be a qualified voter; provided, however, that
such challenges by persons other than a manager shall be ad-
dressed to the manager and not directly to the voter. The man-
ager shall then present such challenge to the voter and act in
accordance with the provisions hereinafter made. All such chal-
lenges shall be made prior to the time a voter receives a paper
ballot or enters into a voting machine and no challenge shall be
considered after that time. Provided, that such challenges may be
made at any time prior to counting the ballots as to absentce
voters. Nothing contained herein shall affect the right of any
elector or qualified watcher to challenge the vote of any person
which is fraudulent or when the challenge is based on evidence
discovered after the vote 18 cast.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.60; 1952 Code § 23-353; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
{54) 2340; 1974 (58) 2641.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d. Elections § 237.
29 CJS, Elecvions § 209.

CASE NOTES

Evidence given challenged voter.— his right, in order that he may have the
The right to vote is a substantial right opportunity to adduce evidence in re-
protected by law, and a voter whose buttal, or in support of his right. Hyde

right has been challenged should be Logan, 113 SC 64, 101 SE 41 {19)9),
allowed to hear the evidence against
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Any manager may handle challenge.

— ‘I'here is no requtirement in the law
that only the “head™ o chairman ol the
prtl  managers  handle  challenged
ballns. Any manager may handle a
chillenge to a person’s right 1o vote,

Op. Aty Gen, 1o Hon, Joyee C. Hearn,

Naov. 6, 1978,

Registration certificate lacking attes-
tation as to eleclor’'s signature.—A
challenge by a poll watcher of a vote is
not proper, necessarily, where a voter's
registration certificate merely lacks the
attestation of a board member, deputy
member or clerk as 1o the signature of
the electer appearing thereon. 1970-71
Ops. Aut'y Gen., No 3193, p 167.

A poll watcher or other registered elec-
tor may challenge the ballot of a voter on
the grounds of unauthorized assistance
when the watcher or other elector has in-

knowledge that the voter is neither
physically handicapped nor illiterate. Op.
Alty. Gen. to Mr, James B. Ellisor, Oct.
7, 1983,

A woman whose name appears on the
registration list under her maiden name but
has since married and changed her name
would not be denied the right to vote. Op.
Atty. Gen. to Mr. John K. deLoach, Jr.,
Oct. 13, 1976.

If a person does not actually require
assistance, but receives assistance, it would
be grounds to challenge the ballot of that
person. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B.
Ellisor, Oct. 7, 1983,

If a person attempting to vote by
absentee ballot is not on the list of persons
entitled to vote by absentee ballot, it would
be grounds to challenge the ballot Op. At-
ty. Gen. to Ms, Eloise P. Kirkland, May
28, 1976.

formation or knows of his own personal

§7-13-820. Voting by person whose name is not on precinct list.

When any person presents himself with a valid South Carolina driver’s
license or other form of identification required by Section 7-13-710, if
he is not licensed to drive, at the polling precinct and his name does not
appear on the registration book a manager must call the county registra-
tion office from any phone available at, or away from, the polling
precinct. The manager shall give only the name of the elector as it ap-
pears on the driver’s license or other form of identification. The member
of the registration board taking the call must check the records of the
board and if the name of the person is found and he is eligible to vote
in the precinct the date of birth of the peson must be read to the manager
who must then ask the person for such date. Upon answering correctly,
the person may vote. When a manager is to make a call for such pur-
pose, he must notify the poll watchers who may accompany the manager
and have the information repeated to each of them. The manager must
fill in the information on the driver’s license or other form of identifica-
tion on a form provided for that purpose before permitting such person
to vote. In the event such call is a toll call it may be made collect and
the registration office must accept the call.

If the name cannot be verified by the registration board, or if a phone
is not available, the poll manager or his designee may permit such per-
son to vote after following the procedures set forth in Section 7-13-830
and the voter must be processed as a challenged vote. The poll manager
must be listed as the challenger.
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The provisions of this section are in addition to the procedure pro-

vided in Section 7-5-440.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.600:1; 1974 (58) 2641; 1978 (61) 1539; 1984 Act No. 510.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

A person who has been deleted from the
list of registered voters should make a per-
sonal request for reinstatement of the
reigstration board; heresay information
from a third party would be insufficient.
Op. Atty. Gen. to Ms. Minnie G. Johnson,
Nov. 5, 1979.

If a person attempting to vote by
absentee ballot is not on the list of persons

be grounds to challenge the ballot. Op. At-
ty. Gen. to Ms. Eloise P, Kirkland, May
28, 1976,

A woman whose name appears on the
registration list under her maiden name but
has since married and changed her name
would not be denied the right to vote. Op.
Atty. Gen, to Mr. John K. deLoach, Jr.,
Oct. 13, 1976.

entitled to vote by absentee ballot, it would

§ 7-13-830. Procedure when voter challenged.

When any person is so challenged the manager shall explain to
him the qualifications of an elector and may examine his as to the
same; and if the person insists that he is qualified and the
challenge is not withdrawn his vote shall be received and placed in
an envelope on which shall be written the name of the voter and
that of the challenger. The challenged votes shall be kept separate
and apart and not counted, but turned over to the commissioners
of election or the county committee having supervision of the
election. At the meeting specified in either § 7-17-10 or 7-17-
510, whichever is applicable, this authority shall hear all objectians
to such votes and when no person appears to sustain an objection
made at the polls the ballot shall be removed from the envelope
and mingled with the regular ballots and counted. When the
challenger appears, or produces witnesses in support of the chal-
lenge, the committee in charge shall proceed to hear and deter-
mine the question. Its decision shall be final. Provided, however,
that if the voting at the voting place is being done upon voting
machine, the managers shall provide a paper ballot which shail be
placed in an envelope and treated as herein provided.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.61; 1952 Code § 23-383; 1950 (46) 2059; 1968
(54) 2340; 1973 (58) 1861.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Eleciions § 237.
29 C]S, Elections § 209.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Failure of the Board of Canvassers
to hear objections to challenged ballots
at their first meeting after the election,
as required by this section [Code 1962
§ 23-400.61], should not have the ef-

fect of denying the voter his right to
cast ballot nor the person clected his
right to the office. 197{-72 Ops. Au'y
Gen., No 3419, p 297.

CASE NOTES

The state committee properly
excluded certain ballots that were
found ovutside ballot boxes where the
requirement directing that such votes be
decided at a meeting held pursuant to
§ 7-17-510 was not fulfilled. Gregory v
South Carolina Democratic Executive
Committee (1978,8C) 247 SE2d 434.

County Board of Canvassers should
have held hearing on challenges that
certain voters were not residents of
precinct in which they voted where
challenger, precinct  manager, was
present for purposes of sustaining
challenges and thus, requirement of
§ 7-13-830 was met; challenger does not
forfeit his right to challenge by failing to
appear at meeting ahout which he was
not told; thus, where Board did not give
usual notice of its meeting, challenged
ballots must be canvassed alter notice to

all interested parties; State Board of

Canvassers” finding that evidence was
uncontroverted that [5 ballots had been
cast in given precinct, but in fact poll list
and ballots established that only 9 votes
were cast, must be reversed, and since all
reasonable inferences must be drawn in
favor of validity of contested election,
choice between two inferences must be
made in favor of validity of contested

election. Trapp v South Carolina Board
of State Canvassers (1979, SC) 255 SE2d
670.

Challenger must be given notice. —
While this section requires challenged
ballots to be counted where no one
appears (o support the challenge at a
proper meeting of the county board, a
challenger does not forfeit his right by
failing to appear at a meeting abowt
which he was not told. Just as a voter
must be given notice and an opportunity
to be heard on the challenge of his
ballot, so must a challenger. Trapp v.
South Carolina  Board of State
Canvassers, 255 S.E.2d 670 (1979).

New election held not required. — A
new election, asserted to be required
because of the alleged disappearance of
six ballots, was in fact not required,
where the State Board of Canvassers
erred in finding the evidence as to the
lost ballots uncontroverted, the physical
evidence also yielding the reasonable
inference that there were no missing
ballots, since all reasonable inferences
must be drawn in favor of the validity of
contested elections. Trapp v. South
Carolina Board of State Canvassers, 255

S.E.2d 670 (1979).

§7—13—840. Ballot boxes; number, location, construction,

color, labeling.

There shall be provided for each voting place a sufficient:
number of boxes to meet the anticipated requirements. In general
and special elections they shall be provided by the commissioners
of election or other electoral board; in primaries by the county
committee. There shall always be provided at least one box for
each kind of ballot used. An opening shall be made in the lid of
each box not larger than sufficient for a single ballot to -be
inserted therein at one time, through which the ballot shall be
inserted by the person voting and by no other. Each box shall be
provided with a sufficient lock and shall be publicly opened and
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inspected, to show that it is empty and secure, and locked just
before the opening of the poll. The keys shall be returned to the
managers and the box shall not be opened during the election.
Each box shall be labeled in plain and distinct roman letters with
the office or officers voted for and shall be painted in a color
corresponding to the proper ballot to be placed therein, or have
sample ballots conspicuously affixed to the box in which like
ballots are to be deposited, and the managers, on the demand of
the voter, shall be required to read to him the names of the boxes.
The ballot boxes shall be so located as to be in view of the
persons outside of the rail at the polling place during the time of
the voting.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.62; 1952 Code § 23-354; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966

{54) 2340.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 231,
29 CJS, Elections § 194.

§ 7-13-850. Closing polls; voters waiting may vote.

At the time for closing the polls the chairman of the managers
shall announce that the polls are closed, but any voters who are in
the process of voting or are present waiting to vote shall be
allowed to vote before the polls close.

HISTOR;;: :)962 Code § 23-400.63; 1952 Code § 23-355; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2340.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 227.
29 CJS. Elecuions § 198,

§ 7-13-860. watchers; appointment, qualifications, identifi-
cation, and conduct.

Each candidate who is not unopposed in the primary and each
candidate in a general election may appoint a watcher for any
-voting place that he may desire. Provided, however, that in any
general or special election, all candidates who are certified by a
political party shall be jointly represented at each polting place
that they may desire by not more than two watchers from such
party for each one thousand registered voters or fraction thereof
registered at such polling place. Every watcher appointed hereun-
der must be a qualified voter in the county where he is to watch,
and must be certified to the managers of the voting precinct to
which assigned, in writing, signed by the candidate or by an
appropriate party official as having been designated to so act. Such
watchers shall, at all times, wear appropriate, visible identification
specifying the candidate or party which they represent. No such
watcher shall conduct himself in 2 manner that will interfere in the
orderly conduct of the election or influence any voter in the
casting of his ballot.
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HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-400.64; 1952 Code § 23-345; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966

(34) 2340.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 298.
29 CJS, Elections § 200,

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Placement of pollwatcher. — The
managers have the authority to place a
pollwatcher in any area that the manager
designates; however, the watcher should
always be placed in an area where the
election process can be clearly observed.
Op. Att'y Gen. to Hon. Joyce C. Hearn,
Nov. 6, 1978,

The watcher should be given fuil
opportunity to observe the election
process and to see the signatures on the
poll list, but the activity of the watcher
should not be allowed to interfere with

the orderly conduct of the election. Op.
A’y Gen. to Hon. Joyce C. Hearn, Nov.

6, 1978.

The actual physical placement of the
watchers is one which each manager
must make on an individual basis. The
decision of where the pollwatcher shall
be stationed would depend in part on
the physical set-up of the polling
precinct, the general conduct of the
individual watchers, etc. Gp. A’y Gen,
to Hon. Joyce C. Hearn, Nov. 6, 1978.

There is no prohibition to an off-duty of-
ficer acting as a poll-watcher, if he is other-
wise qualified and does not participate in
uniform. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Donald
Fowler, Nov. 1, 1976.

ARTICLE 9

VOoTING ProvisSIONS APPLICABLE TO PRIMARY ELECTIONS
ONLY

Skc.
7-18-1010. Additional oath of voters.

7-18+1020. Abaentee voting not permitted in primaries; exceptions.
7-13-1080. Voting by National Guard when on duty.
7-18-1040. No person to vole in more than one primary on same day.

§ 7-13-1010. Additional oath of voters.
The managers at each box shall require every voter to take the

following additional oath and pledge: “l do solemnly swear or
affirm that I am duly qualified to vote at this primary election and
that I have not voted before at this primary election or in any
other party’s primary election or officially participated in the
nominating convention for any vacancy for which this primary is
being held.”

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.71; 1952 Code § 23-379; 1950 (46) 2059; 1964
(53) 1809; 1966 (54) 2340; 1972 (57) 2441.

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 148.
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 291.
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CASE NOTES

The real intent of this section [Code
1962 § 23-400.711] is to prevent a voter
from participating in nominating pri-
maries of two parties in the same elec-
tion. Gordon v Executive Comm. of
Democratic Party, 335 F Supp 166
(DSC 1971).

Locking a citizen into a party is un-
constitutional —No sound or compel-
ling purpose can possibly justify “lock-
ing" a citizen into a party and denying
to him for a full year freedom to
change parties. Such an arbitrary re-
straint upon the voter is both unrea-
sonable and unconstitutional. Gordon
v Executive Comm. of Democratic
Party, 885 F Supp 166 (DSC 1971).

Thus former provision of ocath was
unconstitutional —Before the 1972
amendment, the concluding phrase of
the oath required by this section (Code
1962 §25-400.71} purporied to dis-
qualify a voter from exercising his free-
dom of the ballot in the primary of one
party merely because he had voted in
the primary of another party within
one year, and was an unconstitutional
limitation upon the voter’s freedom of

Persons taking oath are not disquali-
fied to vole in general election against
candidate nominated in primary elec-

the ballot. Gordon v Executive Comm.
of Democratic Party, 885 F Supp 166
(DSC 1971).

But the purpose of the section could
be sustained without giving effect to
the unconstitutional provision of the
oath as it stood before the 1972
amendment. Excising this unconstitu-
tional limitation, the section only de-
nied to the voter the right to partici-
pate in two primary elections prelimi-
nary to the same general or special
election, Gordon v Executive Comm,
of Democratic Party, 835 F Supp 166
(DSC 1971).

Participation in  organizational
meeting. — The only reasonable
inference that can be drawn from
participation in a political party’s
precinct club organizational meeting is
membership in that poiitical party; such
participation does not give rise o an
inference that the elector has “offically
participated” in that party’s neminating
convention within the meaning of this
section. Drawdy v Sowh Carolina
Democratic Executive Committee (1978,
SC) 247 SE2d 800.

tion. Redfearn v Board of State Can-
vassers, 234 SC 113, 107 SE2d 10
(1959).

ATTORNEY GENERAL'’S OPINIONS

A person who votes in a primary of
one party may not subsequently vote in
a primary run-off of another party.

A straw vote ‘‘Presidential primary’” in
March is not a legally recognizable election
procedure and has no more force or effect
than the response to a telephone inquiry by
a poll taker as to the Presidential choice of
individuals. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. T. Allen
Legare, Ir., Jan. 15, 1980.

1973-74 Op. Ay Gen., No. 3770, p.
1446.

Participation in the March ‘‘Presidential
Primary’ will not affect subsequent par-
ticipation in any regularly scheduled
primary conducted in accordance with
South Carolina law. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr.
T. Allen Legare, Jr., Jan. 15, 1980.
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§ 7-13-1020. Absentee voting not permitted in primaries;
exceptions.
Absentee enrollment and absentee voting may not be provided
for by party rules or permitted in any primary election, except as
provided in § 7-13-1080 or in Chapter 15 of this Title.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.77; 1952 Code § 23-384; 1950 (46) 2059; 1953
(48) 423; 1960 (51) 1398; 1966 (54) 2340.

§ 7-13-1030. Voting by National Guard when on duty.

In case the National Guard of South Carolina 1s called to active
duty, is mobilized or is participated in field training, the State
committee shall provide for the voting of all members of the
National Guard qualified to vote, whether such members are
within the State or elsewhere.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.78; 1952 Code § 23-385; 1950 (46) 2059; 1953
{48).423; 1960 (51) 1598; 1966 (54) 2340.

§ 7-13-1040. No person to vote in more than one primary
on same day.

No person shall be entitled to vote in more than one party
primary election held the same day.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.79; 1952 Code § 23-382; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2340.

CASE NOTES

Intent of Code 1962 § 23-400.71 {Code
1976 § 7-13-1030) is obvious from this sec-
tion [Code 1962 § 23-400 Code 1976
7-13-1040.]—The real intent of Code 1962
§ 23-400.71, Code 1976 § 7-13-1010, to pre-
vent a voter form participating in
nominating primaries of two parties in the
same election, is obvious from this section

[Code 1962 § 23-400.79] [Code 1971
7-13-1030] [Code 1967 7-13-1040], which
proscribes specifically a voter’s participa-
tion in more than one primaty election
preliminary to the same general or special
election. Gordon v Executive Comm. of
Democratic Party, 335 F Supp 166 (DSC
1971).

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

The requirement that each
individual voter vote only in one party
_primary is authorized by the laws of this

State and is a vahd  requircment.
1973-74 Op. A’y Gen., No. 3827, p.
241,

ARTICLE 11

CANvVASSING AND COUNTING OF BALLOTS

Skc.

7-13-1110. Counting ballots and declaration of result; voluntcer personnel may

assist.

7-13-1120. Disposition of improperly marked ballots.
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7-13-1130. Disposition of ballots found in wrong box and ballots folded to-
ether.

7-13-1140. Procedure when too many ballots found in box or too many votes
tabulated.

7-13-1150. Accounting for ballots after election; returns; delivery of poll lists
and other matters; unused ballots.

7-13-1160. Reporting of election results 1o State Election Commission.

7-13-1170. Ordering of new election by Governor.

§ 7-13-1110. Counting ballots and declaration of result;
volunteer personnel may assist.

At the close of the election the managers and clerk shall
immediately proceed publicly to open the ballot boxes and count
the ballots therein and shall continue such count, without adjourn-
ment or interruption, until it is completed. They shall then make
and sign such statement of the result thereof as the nature of the
election shall require.

Managers of election are authorized to use additional volunteer
personnel in counting the ballots. None of such personnel shall be
a candidate or watcher for a candidate for an office voted on in
the election and shail be required to take the following oath prior
to assuming their duties: *“I do solemnly swear or affirm that I am
not a candidate or watcher in this election, am a qualified elector
of this county, that I will count the ballots entrusted to my care in
a fair and impartial manner, and make to the best of my ability a
correct tabulation of the results.” The managers shall be required
to make a list of all such counters and turn such list in with other
election material. The provisions of this section shall not apply to
the counting of ballots at any precinct using vote recorders which
require the ballot cards to be counted with the use of a tabulating
machine.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.91; 1952 Code § 23-356; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
{54) 2340; 1968 (55) 2516; 1970 (56) 1998.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections §§ 221 et seq.

§ 7-13-1120. Disposition of improperly marked ballots.

If a voter marks more names than there are persons to be
elected or nominated to an office or if for any reason it is
impossible to determine the voter's choice for any office to be
filled, his ballot shall not be counted for such office; but this shall
not vitiate the ballot, so far as properly marked. Nothing herein
shall be construed to prevent any voter in a general or special
election from voting for any qualified person, other than those
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whose names are printed on the ballot, by writing in the name of

the person opposite the office.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.92; 1952 Code § 23-357; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966

{54) 2340; 1972 (57) 2383,

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 292.
29 CJS, Elections § 227.

CASE NOTES UNDER FORMER STATUTES

Name of party nominee on write-in
ballot need not be scratched out.—Nei-
ther this section nor any other provi-
sion of the present general election law
requires, expreasly or by necessary im-
plicationt, that in order to vote for a
candidate other than the party nomi-
nee¢, the voter must not only write the
name of his candidate on the ballot
opposite the name of the office, but
also scraich out the name of the party
nominee. Redfearn v Board of State
Canvassers, 234 SC 113, 107 SE2d 10
(1959).

And write-in ballot counted where
voter marked party circle.—This sec-
tion does not, either expressly or by
necessary implication, forbid the count-
ing of a ballot for a "write-in” candi-
date because the voter, in addition to
writing in the name of his candidate,

‘Board of State Canvassers,

has ‘marked the party circle. Redfearn v
234 SC
1138, 107 SE2d 10 {1959).

A candidate’s challenge to results of an
election to fill two vacancies on the coun-
ty school board was timely even though it
did not comply with the filing requirements
of § 7-17-30 where the County Board of
Canvassers had failed to canvass the votes
or make a declaration of the results as re-
quired by § 7-17-20 and where the chalienge
had been filed prior to the county board’s
denial of the candidate’s protest, which was
the oniv official action ever taken by the
county iward relative to the election; the
election was properly invalidated on the
ground that the ‘““vote for two, strike two"’
voting instructions were violative of §
7-13-1120 since they imposed full slate
voting. Sims v Ham, 275 SC 369, 271 SE
2d 316 (1980).

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Voting straight ticket plus member
of opposition. — The votes of a voter
voting a straight party ticket and later
crossing over and voting for a specific

When a person specifically votes for an
individual by making a mark by that name
and then also writes in a name for that of-
fice and does not make any other mark on
the ballot, it would appear that it would be

candidate of an opposition party on the
same ballot should be counted. Op. Aty
Gen. to Mr. James B. Ellisor, Sept. 3,
1976,

impossible to determine the intention of the
voter and the vote should be discounted as
an overvote. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr, Charles
M. Timmons, Sept. 24, 1980.

§ 7-13-1130. Disposition of ballots found in wrong box
and ballots folded together.

If ballots shall be found on opening the box, upon which shall

appear the name of an office or the name of a person in connec-
tion with an office other than that for which the box in which such
ballot is found shall be designated and labeled, these ballots shall
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be counted, if in counting the ballots for that office the number of
ballots does not exceed the number of names on the poll list. If
the number of names on the poll list is exceeded by counting all
of the ballots, then none of the ballots for that office found in the
incorrect box shall be counted. If, in counting, two or more like
ballots shall be found folded together compactly, one shall be
counted. The other shall be destroyed. But if they bear different
names, all shall be destroyed and none counted.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.93; 1952 Code § 23-358; 1950 (46) 2059; 1965

(54) 242; 1966 (54) 2340.

Regearch and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 292.
29 CJS, Elections § 227.

§ 7-13-1140. Procedure when too many ballots found in
box or too many votes tabulated.

If more ballots shall be found on opening the box or if more
ballots, which are tabulated by vote recorder equipment, or if the
number of votes tabulated on voting machines in any polling place
exceeds the number of voters listed on the poll list at such polling
place, the vote total for each candidate or issue shall be reduced
by that fraction of the excess vote cast that his total vote bears to
the total number of votes cast in the polling place. Fractional parts
of single votes shall be disregarded.

If the number of votes cast by any type ballot or on machines in
any polling place exceeds the number listed on the polling list by
ten percent or more, the county executive committee or the
county election commission, as the case may be, shall order a new
primary or election at the polling place concerned if the outcome
of the election could be affected. Only those who signed the poll
list shall be permitted to vote in any such new primary or election.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.94; 1952 Code § 23-359; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966
(54) 2340; 1973 (58) 1860.

Receorch ond Practice References—-
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 292.
29 CJS, Elections § 227.

§ 7-13-1150. Accounting for ballots after election; returns;
delivery of poll lists and other matters; unused ballots.

When the canvassing and counting of the votes are completed,
the chairman of the managers, or one of them to be designated in
writing by the managers, shall deliver to the commissioners of
election the poll list, the boxes containing the ballots and a written
return of the result of the election in the voting precinct. Manag-
ers shall account to the commissioners of election of the county
for all ballots delivered to them and make the following returns,

(a) the number of official ballots furnished to each voting precinct,
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(b) the number of official baliots spoiled and returned by voters,
(c) the number of official ballots returned to the commissioners of
election and (d) the number of official ballots actually voted.

The commissioners of election shall keep in possession all
unused ballots, as well as those that have been spoiled, until the
time for contesting the election has expired. Any ballot that has
been lost must be accounted for by a certificate from the chairman
of the managers of the particular precinct covering the circum-
stances.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.95; 1952 Code §§ 23-325, 23-386; 1950 (46)
2059; 1966 (54) 2340.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections §§ 296 et seq.
29 CJS, Elections §§ 229 e seq.

§ 7-13-1160. Reporting of election results to State Election
Commission.

Within twenty-four hours of the completion of the canvassing
and counting of ballots, the persons in charge of each such
election in each county shall notify the State Election Commission
of the unofficial results of such election in each such county;
provided, however, that failure to comply with the provisions of
this section shall not invalidate the votes cast therein,

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.96; 1966 (54) 2340; 1968 (53) 2316.

§ 7-13~1170. Ordering of new election by Governor.

Whenever any election official or officials of any political subdi-
vision of this State charged with ordering, providing for or hold-
ing an election has or have neglected, failed or refused to order,
provide for or hold such election at the time appointed therefor,
or in the event such election shall result in a tie vote leaving the
matter at issue undecided or shall for any reason be declared void
by competent authority, and any of these facts shall be made to
appear to the satisfaction of the Governor, he shall, should the law
not otherwise provide for such a contingency, order an election or
a new election to be held at such time and place or places, and
upon such notice being given as to him may seem adequate to
insure the will of the electorate being fairly expressed. To that end
he may designate the existing election official or officials or such
other person or persons as he may appoint to perform the
necessary official duties pertaining to such election and to declare
the result thereof.

HISTORY: 1962 Code §23-400.97; 1952 Code §23-326; 1942 Code §2930;
1932 Code § 2830; 1981 (37) 272; 1966 (54) 2340,

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections §§ 200, 215.
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CASE NOTES UNDER FORMER STATUTES

A school district is a political subdi.
vision of the State. Easler v Maybank,
191 SC 511, 5 SE2d 288 (1939).

Satsfaction of the Governor.—The
legislature never intended that the
Governor could close his eyes to an
admiued fact and say that such fact

had not been made to appear to his
satisfaction. Easler v Maybank, 191 SC
511, 5 SE2d 288 (1939).

Mandamus issued compelling Gover-
nor to order new elections.—Easler v
Maybank, 191 SC 511, 5 SE2d 288
(1989},

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Governor may order special election
when governing body refuses to call elec-
tion as required by Section 4-9-90; when a
councilman is suspended and replacement
appointed upon conviction/plea of

Where statutes provide for «an elec-
tion and none is held, Governor has
statutory authority to brder an elec.

suspended officer, temporary appointee
may continue to hold until successor is
elected. 1980 Op. Att'y Gen., No. 80-45,
p 9l.

tion. 196869 Ops. Awy Gen., No
2608, p 1.

icts of interest.

ArricLe 13
VOTE RECORDERS

Sec.

7-13-1810. Authority of counties to procure and authorize use of vote recorders,

7-15-1820. Use of vote recorders in certain precincis; use of vote recorders of
different kinds; number and capacity of vote recorders.

7-18-18%0. Examination of vote recorders and apgroval by State Election Com-
mission; revocation of approval; con

7-13-1840. Requirements for vote recorders.

7-13-1850. Payment for vote recorders.

7.19-1960. Form and contents of ballot labels; primary elections.

7-15-1870. Ballot cards.

7-13-1380. Write-in votes.

7-18-1990. Labeling, preparation, and testing of vote recorders; custodians and
deputies; examination by interested persons.

7-13-1400. Delivery of vote recorders; duties of officials at polling places.

7-18-1410. Duties of ofhcials after closing of polls; review of ballots; duplicate
ballots.

7-13-1420. Observation by poll watchers afier polls close.

7-13-1430. Counting stations; processing and counting of ballots and prepara-
tion of summary sheets.

7-13-1440. Wiinesses are 1o observe at counting siation.

7-13~1450. Public display of vole recorders preceding election.

7-13-1460. Use of paper ballots where use of vote recorders is not possible or
practicable.

7-13-1470. Procedure where vote recorder becomes out of order.

7-13-1480. Custody. storage, and care of vote recorders.

7-13-1490. Regulations, instructions and forms.

7-13-1500. Oath of person preparing or operating tabulating devices.
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§ 7=-13-1310. Authority of counties to procure and autho-
rize use of vote recorders.

The governing body of any county, subject to the written
approval of a majority of the county legislative delegation, includ-
ing a majority of the Senators, may at any regular meeting, or at a
special meeting called for the purpose, authorize the use of vote
recorders for recording and computing the vote at elections held
in the county upon such terms and conditions as the governing
body may prescribe. The governing body shall purchase or other-
wise procure vote recorders conforming to the requirements of
this article.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.101; 1970 (56) 2022,

Cross references—
As o voting machines, see §§ 7-13-1610 et seq.

§ 7-13-1320. Use of vote recorders in certain precincts; use
of vote recorders of different kinds; number and capacity
of vote recorders. .
(a) The use of vote recorders may be authorized for use in some
precincts in a county without requiring their use in all precincts.
(b) Vote recorders of different kinds may be used for different
precincts in the same county.,

(c) The county election commission shall provide vote recorders
in such numbers as it deems necessary in good working order and
of sufficient capacity to accommodate the names of all candidates
for all party offices and nominations and public offices which,
under the provisions of existing laws and party rules, are to be
voted for at any primary or other election.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.102; 1970 (56) 2022.

§ 7-13-1330. Examination of vote recorders and approval
by State Election Commission; revocation of approval;
conflicts of interest.

(a) Before any kind of vote recorder is used at any election it
shall be approved by the State Election Commission which shall
examine such vote recorder and shall make and file in its office a
report, attested by the signature of its executive director, stating
whether, in its opinion, the kind of vote recorder so examined can
be safely used by electors at elections, as provided by law. If this
report states that the vote recorder can be so used, the recorder
shall be deemed approved and vote recorders of its kind may be
adopted for use at elections, as herein provided.

{b) No kind of vote recorder not so approved shall be used at
any election and if, upon the reexamination of any type vote
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recorder previously approved, it shall appear that the vote re-
corder so reexamined can no longer be safely used by electors at
elections as provided by law, the approval of the same shall
forthwith be revoked by the State Election Commission, and no
such type vote recorder shall thereafter be purchased for use or
used in this State.

(c) When a vote recorder has been so approved, no improve-
ment or change that does not impair its accuracy, efficiency or
capacity shall render necessary a reexamination or reapproval of
the vote recorder, or of its kind.

(d) Any person or company requesting an examination of any
type of vote recorder shall pay an examination fee of twenty-five
dollars to the State Election Commission. The State Election
Commission may at any time, in its discretion, reexamine any vote
recorder.

{e) Neither a member of the State Election Commission, any
custodian, nor a member of a county governing bedy shall have
any pecuniary interest in any vote recorder, or in the manufacture
or sale thereof.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-400.103; 1970 (56) 2022,

§ 7-13-1340. Requirements for vote recorders.

No vote recorder shall be adopted or used unless it shall, at the
time, satisfy the following requirements:

(a) It shall provide facilities for voting for such candidates as
may be nominated and upon such questions as may be submitted;

(b) It shall permit each elector, at other than primaries, to vote
a straight party or body ticket, with the exception of candidates for
the offices of presidential electors, in one operation; and, in one
operation, to vote for all the candidates of one party or body for
presidenuial electors; and, in one operation, to vote for all the
candidates of one party or body for every office to be voted for,
except those offices as to which he votes for individual candidates
and the ofhces of presidental electors;

{c) Except as provided in subsection (b) for presidential electors,
it shall permit each elector, at other than primaries, to vote a
ticket selected from the nominees of any and all parties or bodies,
from independent nominations, and from persons not in nomina-
tion;

(d) It shall permit each elector 10 vote, at any election, for any
person and for any office for whom and for which he is lawfully
entitled to vote, whether or not the name of such person or
persons appears upon a ballot label as a candidate for election,
and to vote for as many persons for an office as he is entitled to
vote for, and to vote for or against any question upon which he is
entitled to vote; 120



(e) When used in conjunction with a tabulating machine, it shall
preclude the counting of votes for any candidate, or upon any
question, for whom or upon which an elector is not entitled to
vote, and shall preclude the counting of votes for more persons
for any office than he is entitled to vote for or for fewer than he is
required to vote for, and shall preclude the counting of votes for
any candidate for the same office or upen any question more than
once;

(f) It shall permit voting in absolute secrecy, so that no person
can see or know for whom any other elector has voted or is
voting, save an elector whom he has assisted or is assisting in
voling, as prescribed by law;

(g) It shall be constructed of material of good quality, in a neat
and workmanlike manner;

(h) It shall, when properly operated, record correctly and accu-
rately every vote cast;

(1) It shall be so constructed that an elector may readily learn
the method of operating it; and

() It shall be safely transportable.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.104; 1970.(56) 2022.

§ 7-13-1350. Payment for vote recorders.

The governing body of any county which adopts vote recorders
in the manner provided for by this article shall, upon the purchase
thereof, provide for payment therefor by the county.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.105; 1970 (56) 2022.

§ 7-13-1360. Form and contents of ballot labels; primary
elections.

{a) The ballot labels shall be printed in black ink, upon clear,
white material, of such size and arrangement as will suit the
construction of the vote recorder, and in plain, clear type so as to
be easily readable by persons with normal vision.

(b) The arrangement of offices, names of candidates and ques-
tions upon the ballot labels shall conform as nearly as practicable
to the provisions of law for the arrangement of same on paper
ballots. Provided, however, that such form may be varied in order
to present a clear presentation of candidates and questions to the
electors. In the event that there are more candidates for any office
than can be placed upon one page, the label shall be clearly
marked to indicate that the names of candidates for the office are
continued on the following page.

{c) The form and arrangement of ballot labels shall be pre-
scribed and prepared by the State Election Commission.
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(d) In primaries, separate vote recorders may be used for each
political party. If the same vote recorder is used for two or more
political parties on the same day, the ballot cards of each party
shall be clearly identified and so designed that only votes cast for
candidates of that party will be counted by the tabulating machine.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-400.106; 1970 (56) 2022.

§ 7-13-1370. Ballot cards.

Ballot cards shall be of suitable design, size and stock, as
prescribed by the State Election Commission, to permit processing
by a tabulating machine. A serially-numbered stub and strip shall
be attached to each ballot card in a manner and form similar to
that prescribed by law for paper ballots.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.107; 1970 (56) 2022,

§ 7-11_3-1371. Instructions on Optical Scanning ballot provided
or.

(a) Ballot cards used in conjuction with an optical scanning device
must include an instruction to vote both sides of the ballot card. This
instruction must appear conspicuously at the top and at the bottom of
the front side of the ballot card and must be printed in bold-face type at
least as large as the largest type on the ballot card.

(b) Any ballot card used in conjunction with an optical scanning
device during a presidential election or primary must be designed so
that the front of the ballot card contains only the instructions for
voting for president and the names of the presidential candidates. The
instructions for voting the remainder of the ballot card and the names
of the remaining candidates must be placed on the reverse side of the
ballot card or they must be placed on a separate ballot card.

(c) The State Election Commission must establish the form of a sign
to be displayed in any polling place utilizing an optical scanning
device. This sign must notify voters to vote both sides of the ballot card
and must be displayed in three conspicuous places in the polling place.

§ 7-13-1380. Write-in votes.

Electors shall be permitted to cast write-in votes. The design of
the ballot card shall permit the managers in counting the write-in
votes to determine readily whether an elector has cast any write-in
vote not authorized by law. The State Election Commission in
specifying the form of the ballot shall provide for ballot secrecy in
connection with write-in votes.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.108; 1970 (56) 2022.
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§ 7-13-1390. Labeling, preparation, and testing of vote
recorders; custodians and deputies; examination by inter-
ested persons.

{a) The election officials of each county shall cause the proper
ballot labels to be placed on each vote recorder which is to be
used in any election within such county and shall cause each vote
recorder to be placed in proper order for voting.

(b) The election officials of each county shall appoint one
custodian of vote recorders, and such deputy custodians as may be
necessary, whose duty it shall be to prepare the vote recorders to
be used in county elections. Each custodian and deputy custodian
shall receive such compensation as provided for in'the annuat
county appropriation. Such custodian shall, under the direction of
the county election officials, have charge of and represent them
during the preparation of the vote recorders as required by this
article, and he and the deputy custodians, whose duty it shall be to
assist him in the discharge of his duties, shall serve at the pleasure
of the county election officials.

{(c) On or before the third day preceding an election, the county
election officials shall have the tabulating machines tested to
ascertain that they will correctly count the votes cast for all offices
and on all questions. Public notice of the time and place of the
test shall be made at least five days prior thereto. Representatives
of political parties and bodies, candidates, news media and the
public shall be permitted to observe such tests. The test shall be
conducted by processing a preaudited group of ballot cards clearly
marked for such purpose, not to exceed fifty for each candidate or
question, so punched or marked as to record a predetermined
number of valid votes for each candidate and on each question,
and shall include for each office one or more ballot cards which
have votes in excess of or less than the number allowed by law in
order to test the ability of the tabulating machine to reject such
votes. The tabulating machine shall not be approved unless it
produces an errorless counting. If any error is detected, the cause
therefor shall be ascertained and corrected, and an errorless count
shall be made before the machine is approved. The same test shall
be repeated immediately before the start of the official count of
the ballot cards and at the conclusion of such count. The county
election officials or custodian shall also prepare the vote recorders
for voting at the various polling places to be used in the election.
In preparing the vote recorders, they shall arrange the recorders
and the ballot labels so that they meet all requirements of voting
and counting at such primary or election, thoroughly inspect and
test the vote recorders, and file a certificate, as prescribed by the
State Election Commission, in the office of the county election
officials that the recorders are in proper order with correct ballot

labels.
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(d) Prior to the election, no county election officials, nor custo-
dian, nor other employee shall in any way prevent free access to
and examination of all voting machines which are to be used at
the election under proper supervision and, at reasonable times, by
any interested persons.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.109; 1970 (56) 2022.

§ 7-13-1400. Delivery of vote recorders; duties of officials
at polling places.

(a} The county election officials shall deliver the proper vote
recorder or vote recorders, properly furnished with ballot labels,
to the polling places at least one hour before the time set for
opening the polls at each election, and shall cause each vote
recorder to be set up in the proper manner for use in voting. Such
election officials shall place each vote recorder in a voting booth
so that the ballot labels on the recorder can be plainly seen by the
poll officers when not being voted on.

(b) The county election officials shall provide ample protection
against molestation of and injury to the vote recorder and, for that
purpose, shall call upon any law-enforcement officer to furnish
such assistance as may be necessary, and it shall be the duty of the
law-enforcement officer to furnish such assistance when so re-
quested by such officials.

(c) The poll manager shall furnish for each vote recorder at
least one hour before the opening of the polls:

(1) Sufficient light to enable electors, while in the voting booth,
to read the ballot labels and suitable for the use of poll officers in
examining the vote recorder.

(2) Two sample ballots printed on a single sheet of white paper
or a number of sheets stapled together which shall be a reasonable
facsimile of the ballot labels to be used in the primary or election,
and accompanied by directions for voting on the vote recorder;
and such sample ballots shall be posted prominently outside the
enclosed space within the polling place.

(3) A seal for sealing the vote recorder after the polls are closed
and such other materials and supplies as may be necessary or as
may be required by law or by rules and regulations of the State
Election Commission.

HISTORY: 1362 Code § 23-400.110; 1970 (56) 2022.

§ 7-13-1410. Duties of officials after closing of polls; review
of ballots; duplicate ballots.

Immediately following the closing of the polls, the manager
shall:
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(a) Count the number of electors who voted, as shown in the
poll list.

(b) Count the unused ballots without removing stubs.
(c) Count the soiled and defaced ballots.

{d) Insert the totals of (a), (b) and (c) of this section on the
report forms provided therefor.

(e) Count and secure or inactivate all marking devices in the
polling place so that no device may be used or operated by any
unauthorized person in the polling piace.

{f) Remove the voted ballots from the containers and sort them
according to types or parts of ballots if more than one type or part
has been used. If the number of voted ballots exceeds the number
of voters whose names appear upon the poll list, the managers
shall enter on the poll list an explanation of such discrepancy. Any
manager having a different explanation shall enter it on the poll
list and subscribe to it.

Before leaving the precinct, each ballot shall be reviewed and, if
there appear markings other than by the marking device or there
are names of candidates in spaces authorized for write-in votes,
such write-in votes shall be tabulated by the precinct officials and
the results certified to the counting station. In such instance, the
precinct officials shall first determine, for the contest in which a
write-in vote has been cast, that the voter on such ballot has not,
for such contest, voted contrary to the voting instructions for such
contest. If it is determined that the voter has not violated such
instructions, write-in votes shall be tabulated and the ballot shall
be reinserted with the remainder of the ballots. If it is determined
that the voter has violated the instruction for marking the ballot,
then the entire ballot shall be tabulated by the precinct officials
and the results certified to the counting station, or the county
election commission may cause a duplicate to be made of that part
of the ballot marked according to such instructions.

Provided, that if it appears that a ballot is so torn, bent, or
otherwise defaced or has been marked by other than the marking
device, so that it cannot be counted by the automatic tabulating
equipment, the county election commission may cause a duplicate
of each such ballot to be marked so that it can be so counted.

Such duplicate ballots, when so authorized by the commission,
shall be prepared at the counting station in the presence of
witnesses and substituted for the original ballots, which duplicate
ballots shall be counted by the automatic tabulating equipment.
The original ballots shall be preserved and all such duplicate
ballots shall be clearly labeled with the word *“‘duplicate’ and shall
bear a serial number which shall also be recorded on the original.
At the counting station, write-in votes tabulated by the precinct
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officials shall be added to the results from ballots tabulated with
the automatic tabulating equipment and the totals certified as the
precinct count on the summary sheet.

(g) Put the unused ballots with the stubs attached, and soiled
and defaced ballots with the stubs attached, in the envelopes or
containers provided and certify the number. The voted ballots
shall be placed in designated containers provided by the county
election commission for use with automatic tabulating equipment,
sealed, and the containers shall be sealed. Officials duly authorized
by the county election commission shall then transport all of the
ballots, precinct election supplies and records to the location
designated by the commission for the processing or counting, or
both, of such ballots.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.111; 1970 (56) 2022.

§ 7-13-1420. Observation by poll watchers after polls close.

Poll watchers shall be allowed to remain in the polling place
after the polls close and may observe the processing of the ballots
and the sealing of the containers.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.112; 1970 (56) 2022

§ 7-13-1430. Counting stations; processing and counting of
ballots and preparation of summary sheets.

In counties where marking devices and automatic tabulating
equipment have been adopted, the county election commission
shall establish one or more counting stations to receive voted
ballots "and other precinct election supplies after. the polling
precincts are closed. Such stations shall be under the supervision
and direction of the commission. Processing and counting of voted
ballots and the preparation of summary sheets shall be done in the
presence of witnesses approved by the commission.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.113; 1970 (56) 2022,

Attorney Genel-'al‘s Opinions

It would be improper to have an election
in one county and transport the data pro-
cessing cards to another county to be
counted by a computer. Op. Atty. Gen. to
Mr. James A. Bell, Nov. 10, 1981.

§ 7-13-1440. Witnesses are to observe at counting station.

Witnesses shall not be allowed in the polling place but shall file
their certificates of appointment at the proper counting station
after the polls close and may observe all functions there.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.114; 1970 (56) 2022,
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§ 7-13-1450. Public display of vote recorders preceding
election.

During the thirty days next preceding a general election or
during the ten days next preceding a special election, the county
election officials shall place on public exhibition, in such public
places and at such times as they may deem most suitable for the
information and instruction of the electors, one or more vote
recorders containing the ballot labels and showing the offices and
questions to be voted upon, the names and arrangements. of
parties and bodies and, so far as practicable, the names and
arrangements of the candidates to be voted for. Such recorder or
recorders shall be under the charge and care of a person compe-
tent as custodian and instructor.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.115; 1970 (56) 2022.

§ 7-13-1460. Use of paper ballots where use of vote re-
corders is not possible or practicable.

If a method of election for any candidate or office or of voting
on any question is prescribed by law in which the use of vote
recorders is not possible or practicable, or in case at any election
the number of candidates seeking nomination or nominated for
any office renders the use of vote recorders for such office at such
election impracticable, or if for any other reason at any election
the use of vote recorders wholly or in part is not practicable, the
county election ofhcials may arrange 1o have the voting for such
candidates or offices or for such questions conducted by paper
ballots. In such cases, paper ballots shall be printed for such
candidates, offices or questions, and the election conducted by the
poll managers herein provided for, and the ballots counted and
return thereof made in the manner required by law for such
nominations, offices or questions, insofar as paper ballots are
used.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.116; 1970 (56) 2022.

§ 7-13-1470. Procedure where vote recorder becomes out
of order.

If any vote recorder being used in any election shall become out
of order during such elecuon, it shall be repaired, if possible, or
another vote recorder substituted by the custodian or county
election officials as promptly as possible, for which purpose the
governing body of the county may purchase as many extra vote
recorders as it may deem necessary, but in case such repair or
substitution cannot be made, paper ballots, printed or written and
of any suitable form, may be used for the taking of votes.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.117; 1970 (56) 2022.
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§ 7-13-1480. Custody, storage, and care of vote recorders.

The county election officials shall designate a person who shall
have the custody of the vote recorders of the county when they are
not in use at an election and shall provide for his compensation
and for the safe storage and care of the vote recorders. All vote .
recorders when not in use shall be properly covered and stored in
a suitable place or places.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.118; 1970 (56) 2022,

§ 7-13-1490. Regulations, instructions and forms.

The State Election Commission shall adopt and promulgate
such regulations and instructions and design such forms as it may
deem necessary to carry out the purposes of this article. A
sufficient number of such regulations, instructions and forms shall
be distributed to each county election commission using the voting
and counting equipment authorized by the provisions of this
article.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.119; 1970 (56) 2022,

§ 7-13-1500. Oath of person preparmg or operating tabu-
lating devices.

Any person who prepares or operates the tabulating devices in
any election or preparatory thereto shall take an oath as a custo-
dian and file in accordance with law.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.120; 1970 (36) 2022.

ARTICLE 15
VoTING MACHINES

Szc.

7-13-1610. State Board of Voting Machine Commissioners.

7-13-1620. Examination and approval of machines by Board.

7-13-1630. Employment of experts to assist in examination,

7-13-1640. Voting machine requirements.

7-13-1650. Experimental use of voling machines.

7-13-1660. Acquisition and use of approved voting machines by governing
bodies.

7-13-1670. Demonstrations with machines for instruction of voters.

7-13-1680. Number of voting machines; type and use; repair; custody.

7-13-1690.  Emplovment and qualifications of custodians of voting machines.

7-13-1700. Instruction of managers and clerks in use of machines; appointment
of manager or clerk in emergency.

7-13-1710. Voting machine ballots; arrangement of nominations.

7-13-1720. Unopposed candidates in primaries.

7-13-1730. Use of separate ballots on constitutional amendmenis and other
public measures.

7-13-1740. Sample or instruction ballots.

7-13-1750. Preparation of machines for elections; par(y representatives may
examine machines.
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7-13-1760. Commissioners of election shall see that machines and other equip-
ment are in place and good order.
7-13-1770. Duties of managers prior to opening polls.

7-13-1780. Placement of voting machines in potling places.

7-13-1790. Lights and screens.

7-13-1800. Inspection of machines; covering of counter compartment shall be
kept locked; attendance at voting places.

7-13-1810. Instructions of voters by model machine at polling place.

7-13-1820. Persons within guard rail; time permitted voters to vote.

7-13-1830. Instruction after voter has entered machine.

7-13-1840. Assistance may be given to volers,

7-13-1850. Write-in ballots.

7-13-1860. Duty to protect machines against injury.

7-13-1870. Procedure when voting machine becomes inoperative.

7-13-1880. Canvass and return of vote.

7-13-1890. Machines shall remain locked after elections; keys.

7-13-1900. Use of voting machines for primary elections.

7-13-1910. Possession of voting machine key by unauthorized person.

7-13-1920. Tampering with voting machine.

7-13-1930. Other provisions of this Title applicable to use of voling machines.

§ 7-13-1610. State Board of Voting Machine Commission-
ers.

The Board of Staie Canvassers shall, ex officio, constitute the
State Board of Voting Machine Commissioners.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-401; 1952 Code § 23-401; 1950 (46) 2059.

Cross references—
As to the procurement and use of vote recorders, see §§ 7-13-1310 et seq.

§ 7-13-1620. Examination and approval of machines by
Board.

Any person owning or being interested in any voting machine
may request the State Board of Voting Machine Commissioners to
examine such machine and determine the capacity of the machine
accurately to register and count votes and in respect to mechanical
perfections and imperfections and whether such machine meets
the requirements prescribed in this article, and the Board shall
thereupon comply with such request. The report of the Board
shall be filed in its office and shall state whether in its opinion the
kind of machine so examined can be safely and conveniently used
at elections as herein provided. If the report states that the
machine can be so used and meets the requirements herein
prescribed, it shall be deemed approved by the Board, and ma-
chines of its kind may be adopted for use at elections as herein
provided. No form of voting machine not so approved shall be
used at any election.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-40%; 1952 Code § 23-402; 1950 (46) 2059; 1971 (57)
85, -
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§ 7=13-1630. Employment of experts to assist in examina-
tion.

The Board may employ such experts as it may deem necessary
to assist in the examination of a machine at a cost not exceeding
fifty dollars for each examination, such cost to be paid by the
person applying for such examination.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-403; 1952 Code § 23-403; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7-13-1640. Voting machine requirements.

Any kind or type of voting machine may be approved by the
State Board of Voting Machine Commissioners which is so con-
structed as to fulfill the following requirements. It shall:

(1) Provide facilities for voting for all candidates of as many
political parties or organizations as may make nominations of
candidates at any election, for or against as many gquestions as may
be submitted at any election and, at all general or special elec-
tions, permit the voter to vote for all of the candidates of one
party or in part for the candidates of one or more parties;

(2) Permit the voter to vote for as many persons for any office
as he is lawfully entitled to vote for, but no more;

(3) Prevent the voter from voting for the same person more
than once for the same office;

(4) Permit the voter to vote for or against any question he may
have the right to vote on, but no other;

(5) If used at a primary election, be so equipped that all rows
except those of the voter’s party can be locked out by the
managers of election by means of an adjustment on the outside of
the machine;

(6) Correctly register or record and accurately count all votes
cast for any and all candidates and for or against all questions;

(7) Be provided with a “protective counter” or ‘‘protective
device” whereby any operation of the machine before or after the
election will be detected;

(8) Be provided with a counter which shall show at all times
during an election how many persons have voted;

(9) Be provided with a mechanical model, illustrating the man-
ner of voting on the machine, suitable for the instruction of
voters; and

(10) Insure voting in absolute secrecy.

+

.

Any such kind or type of machine shall be provided with a device for
each party and for each nomination by petition for voting for presiden-
tial and vice-presidential candidates in one operation and listing the can-
didates by name and by party or indicating the candidate is nominated

by petition.
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HISTORY: 1962 Code (23-404; 1952 Code § 23-404; 1950 (46) 2059; 1982 (62) 2470.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 253,
29 CJS, Elecuions § 156.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Separate paper ballots for constilu-
tional amendments.—It was the intent
of the legislature that separate paper
ballots should be used for constitu-
tional amendments where it is impossi-
ble 1w place the amendments on the
machine themselves due to space re-
quirements, 1967-68 Ops. Auw'y Gen,,
No 2503, p 183.

numbers. 1967-68 Ops. Aty Gen., No
2503, p 143,

Under 1962 Code § 23-400.26 [1976
Code § 7-13-440], voting machines
mnst be constructed to allow a voter to
vote for all candidates of one party at
any level of government. 1975-76 Op
Ay Gen, No 1464, p 326.

Constitutional amendments cannot
be placed on a voung machine by

§ 7-13-1650. Experimental use of voting machines.

The governing body of any county, city or town may provide for
the experimental use at an election in one or more districts or
precincts of a machine which it might legally adopt without a
formal adoption thereof, and its use at such election shall be as
valid for all purposes as if it had been legally adopted.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-405; 1952 Code § 23-405; 1950 (46) 2059.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections §§ 153, 203.

§ 7-13-1660. Acquisition and use of approved voting ma-
chines by governing bodies.

The governing body of any county or of any city or town in this
State may provide for use at elections any kind or type of voting
machine that fulfills the requirements of this article and has been
approved by the State Board of Voting Machine Commissioners,
and the commissioners of election or other electoral board may
use such voting machines at any and all general or special elec-
tions held in such county, city or town, or any part thereof, or in
any one or more voting precincts therein, for voting, registering
and counting votes cast at such elections. Any such governing
body may purchase, lease or otherwise acquire such voting ma-
chines and provide for the payment therefor in such manner as
such governing body may deem proper. Voting machines of
different kinds may be adopted for use and used in different
districts of the same city, town or county.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-406; 1952 Code 23-406; 1950 (46) 2059.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 203.
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§ 7-13-1670. Demonstrations with machines for instruction
of voters.

In any county, city or town in which voting machines are to be
used, the commissioners of election or other electoral board may
designate suitable and adequate times and places for the exhibi-
tion and demonstration of a voting machine containing sample
ballots, showing the title of offices to be filled and, so far as
practicable, the names of the candidates to be voted for at the
next election for the purpose of giving instruction as to the use of
a voting machine to all voters who may apply for it. No voting
machine shall be used for such instruction after being prepared
and sealed for use in an election. During such exhibition the
counting mechanism of the voting machine shall be concealed
from view.

HISTORY: 1862 Code § 23-407, 1938 Code § 23-407; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7=13=1680. Number of voting machines; type and use;
repair; custody.

The governing body of any county or municipality providing
voting machines at polling places for use at elections shall provide
for each such polling place at least one voting machine for each
three hundred and fifty registered voters or portion thereof or as
near thereto as may be practicable. Such machine shall be of the
type approved as herein provided for and shall be kept in com-
plete and accurate working order and in proper repair. The
machine may be used in such election districts or precincts in the
county or municipality as the officials holding the election or
conducting the primary may determine. The governing body of
the county or municipality owning the machines shall have custody
of such machines and other furniture or equipment of the polling
places when not in use at an election.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-408; 1952 Code § 23-408; 1950 (46) 2059; 1968 (55)
2316.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections §§ 155, 203.

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS

Section requiring one voling ma-
chine for each 350 registered voters
applies to voting precincts and not the
general area in which the election is
held. 1967-68 Ops. Au'y Gen., No
2490, p 162

Number of voting machines discre-
tionary.—A governing body of a

county has discretion in determining
the number of voting machines to be
placed at a polling place. 1967-68
Ops. A’y Gen., No 2503, p 183.
Failure o follow strictly the assign-
ment of voting machines does not n-

validate an elecion. 1967-68 Ops.
Aut'y Gen., No 2453, p 114.
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§ 7-13~1690. Employment and qualifications of custodians
of voting machines.

For the purpose of placing ballots in the frames of a machine,
putting it in order and setting, testing, adjusting and delivering
the machine, the commissioners of election or other electoral
board may employ one or more competent persons, to be known
as the custodians of voting machines, who shall be fully compe-
tent, thoroughly instructed and sworn to perform their duties
honestly and. faithfully. For such purpose such persons shall be
appointed and instructed at least thirty days before the election
and shall be considered as election officers.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-409; 1952 Code § 23-409; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7-13-1700. Instruction of managers and clerks in use of
machines; appointment of manager or clerk in emergency.
Not less than ten nor more than twenty-one days before each
election, the commissioners of election or other electoral board
shall instruct or cause Lo be instructed in the use of the machine
and their duties in connection therewith the managers and clerks,
if clerks be appointed, appointed to serve in such election, and
they shall not permit any person to serve as a manager or clerk, if
there be clerks, who is not fully qualified properly to conduct an
election with the machine. But nothing herein shall be construed
to prevent the appointment of a person as a manager or clerk, if
there be clerks, of election to fill a vacancy in any emergency.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-410; 1952 Code § 23-410; 1950 (46) 2059.

§7-13~ 1710 Voting machine ballots, arrangement of nomi-
nations.

In every county, city or town providing voting machines, the
commissioners of election shall furnish to the managers of election
a sufhicient number of ballots printed on clear white paper, of such
form and size as will fit the ballot frames of the machines, the
arrangement of the names of the candidates on such ballots to be
prescribed by the commissioners of election. Party nominations
shall be arranged on each voting machine either in columns or
horizontal rows, as shall nominations by petition, and the captions
of the various ballots on such machines shall be so placed as to
indicate to the voter what push knob, key lever or other device is
to be used or operated in order to vote for the candidate or
candidates of his choice,

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-411; 1952 Code § 23-411; 1850 (46) 2059.

Research and Practice References—
29 ()8, Elections §§ 156, 158, 159,
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§ 7-13-1720. Unopposed candidates in primaries.

In any party primary in which voting machines shall be used in
one or more voting precincts, the name of any unopposed candi-
date for nomination for any office shall be omitted from the ballot
used in any such voting machine, and such unopposed candidate
shall be declared to have received the total number of votes cast in
such voting precinct.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-412; 1952 Code § 23-412; 1950 (46) 2039.

§ 7-13-1730. Use of separate ballots on constitutional
amendments and other public measures.

Nothing in this article shall be construed as prohibiting the use
of a separate ballot for constitutional amendments and other
public measures.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-418; 1952 Code § 25-413; 1950 (46) 2059.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Separate paper ballots for constitu-
tional amendments.—It was the intent
of the legislature that separate paper
ballots should be used for consttu-
tional amendmenis where it is impossi-
ble 1o place the amendments on the
machine themselves due to space re-
quirements. 1967-68 Ops. Att’y Gen.,
No 2508, p 183,

numbers. 196768 Ops. Aty Gen., No
2508, p 185,

Although there is noting in Artcle 13 on
the use of voting machines that shall be
construed as prohibiting the use of a
separate “‘ballot’’ for constitutional
amendments and other questions, where
possible, the better practice may be to place

separate questions on separate ballots. Op.
Atty. Gen. to Ms. Deborah C. Westbrook,
Aug. 27, 1982,

Constitutional amendments cannot
be placed on a voting wachine by

§ 7-13-1740. Sample or instruction ballots.

The commissioners of election or other electoral board of any
county, city or town in which voting machines are used shall
provide for each voting precinct in which such machines are used
two sample ballots or instruction ballots, which shall be arranged
in the form of a diagram of the entire front of the voting machine
as it will appear after the official ballots are arranged therein or
thereon for voting on election day. Such sample ballots shall be
open to public inspection at such polling place during the day of
election.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 253-414; 1952 Code § 23-414; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7=13-1750. Preparation of machines for elections; party
representatives may examine machines.

Before preparing a voting machine for any election at which
candidates for more than one political party or candidates nomi-
nated by petition are to be voted for, written notice shall be
mailed to the chairman of the local committee of each of the two

134



political parties which at the general election next preceding cast
the highest and next highest number of votes, stating the tme and
place where the machines will be prepared. At such uime one
representative of each such political party shall be afforded an
opportunity to see that the machines are in proper condition for
use at the election. When a machine has been so examined by
such representatives, it shall be sealed with a numbered metal seal
in their presence. Such representatives shall certify as to the
numbers of the machines, that all counters are set at zero (000)
and as to the number registered on the protective counter and the
number on the seal. When a voting machine has been properly
prepared for an election, it shall be locked against voting and
sealed and the keys thereof shall be retained in the custody of the
commissioners of election or other electoral board and delivered
to the managers of election as herein provided.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-415; 1952 Code § 23-415; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7-13-1760. Commissioners of election shall see that ma-
chines and other equipment are in place and good order.
The commissioners of election or other electoral board, as the
case may be, shall have the voting machines and all necessary
furniture and equipment at the polling places before the time
fixed for the opening of the polls, have the counters on the
machines set at zero {000) and otherwise have the machines in
good and proper order for use at such election.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-416; 1952 Code § 25-416; 1950 {46) 2059.

§ 7-13-1770. Duties of managers prior to opening polls.
The managers of each election precinct at which a voting
machine is to be used shall meet at the voting place at least three
quarters of an hour before the time set for the opening of the
polls at each election and shall proceed to arrange within the
guard rail the furniture, stationery and voting machine or ma-
chines for the conduct of the election. The managers of election
shall then have the voting machines, ballots and stationery re-
quired to be delivered to them for such election. The managers
shall thereupon post at least two instruction cards conspicuously
within the polling place. If not previously done, they shall arrange,
in their proper place on or in the voting machine, the ballots
prepared for such election. The keys to the voting machine shall
be delivered to the managers of election at least thirty minutes
before the time set for the opening of the polls, in a sealed
envelope, on which shall be written or printed the number of the
voting machine, the number of the seal and the number registered
on the protective counter device. The envelope containing the
keys shall not be opened until all of the managers of election for
the precinct shall be present at the polling place and shall have
~ examined the envelope to see that it has not been opened. The
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machine shall remain locked against the voting until the polls are
formally opened and shall not be operated except by voters in
voting. Before opening the polls each manager shall examine the
machines and see that no vote has been cast and that the counters
register zero (000). If any counter is found not to register zero
. (000), the managers shall adjust the counters at zero (000) if it can
be done by them; if not, they shall make a written statement of the
designating letter and number of such counter, together with the
numbet registered thereon, and shall sign and post such statement
upon the wall of the polling room where it shall remain during the
day of election, and in making the statement of canvass, they shall
subtract such number from the number of registered ballots
thereon.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-417; 1952 Code § 25-417; 1950 (46) 2059,

§ 7=13-1780. Placement of voting machines in polling
places.

At all elections at which voting machines are used the exterior
of the voting machine and every part of the pelling place shall be
in plain view of the managers and clerks, if there be clerks of
election. The voting machine shall be placed at least three feet
from every wall or partition of the polling place and at least five
feet from any table at which any of the election managers or
clerks, if there be clerks, may be engaged or seated. The voting
machine shall be so placed that the ballots on the face of the
machine can be plainly seen by the managers of the election when
not in use by voters. The managers of election shall not them-
selves be, or permit any other person to be, in any position or
near any position that will permit them to see or ascertain how a
voter votes or how he has voted.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-418; 1952 Code § 23-418; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7-13-1790. Lights and screens.

Every voting machine shall be furnished with a lantern or other
proper light, if necessary, to enable the voters while voting to read
the ballots. All voting machines used in any election shall be
provided with screen, hood or booth which shall conceal the voter
and his action while voting.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-419; 1952 Code § 23-419; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7-13-1800. Inspection of machines; covering of counter
compartment shall be kept locked; attendance at voting
places.

One of the managers of election may inspect the face of the
machine after each voter has cast his vote, to see that the ballots
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on the face of the machine are in their proper places and that the
machine has not been injured. During an election the door or
other covering of the counter compartment of the machine shall
not be unlocked or open or the counters exposed except for good
and sufficient reasons, a statement of which shall be made and
signed by the managers of election and attached to the returns of
election. No person shall be permitted in or about the voting place
except as otherwise provided by law in elections in which paper
ballots and ballot boxes are used.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-420; 1952 Code § 23-420; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7-13-1810. Instructions of voters by model machine at
polling place.

For the instruction of voters on any election day, there shall be
provided for each polling place a mechanically operated model of
a portion of the face of the machine. Such model shall be located
on the table of one of the managers or in some other place
accessible to the voters. Each voter so desiring shall, before
entering the machine, be instructed regarding its operation and
such instruction illustrated on the model and the voter given an
opportunity personally to operate the model. The voter's attention
may also be called to the diagram of the face of the machine so
that the voter may become familiar with the location of the:
questions and the names of the offices and candidates.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-421; 1952 Code § 23-421; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7=13-1820. Persons within guard rail; time permitted vot.
ers to vote.

After the opening of the polls, the managers of election shall
not permit any voter or other person to pass within the guard rail
until they ascertain that he or she is entitled 10 vote, in the
manner required by § 7-13-710, as the case may be, and only one
voter at a time for each voting machine at the voting place shall be
permitted to pass within or be within the guard rail to vote. No
voter shall remain within the voting machine booth longer than
three minutes, and if he shall refuse to leave it after the lapse of
three minutes, he may be removed by the managers.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-422; 1952 Code § 23-422; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7-13-1830. Instruction after voter has entered machine.

In case any voter, after entering the voting machine, shall ask
for further instructions concerning the manner of voting, two of
the managers shall give such instructions to him, but no manager
or other election officer shall in any manner request or seek to
persuade or induce any such voter to vote any particular ticket or

137



for or against any particular candidate or for or against any
particular amendment, question or proposition. After giving such
instructions the managers shall, before the voter has voted, retire
and such voter shall cast his ballot in secret.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-423; 1952 Code § 23-423; 1950 (46) 2059.

CASE NOTES

Quoted in Berry v Spigner, 226 SC
183, B4 SE2d 381 (1954).

§ 7-13-1840. Assistance may be given to voters.

The provisions of this Title relating to the assistance to be given
to voters shall also apply where voting machines are used.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-424; 1952 Code § 23-424; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7-13-1850. Write-in ballots.

Ballots voted for any person whose name does not appear on
the machine as a nominated candidate for office are herein refer-
red to as “write-in ballots.” All write-in ballots voted shall be
deposited, written or affixed in a single receptacle or device, and
the elector may vote in or by such receptacle or device for one or
more persons whose names do not appear upon the machine with
or without the names of one or more persons whose names do so
appear. A write-in ballot must be cast in its appropriate place on
the machine or it shall be void and not counted.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-425; 1952 Code § 23-425; 1950 (46) 2059.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 180.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Voter may write in name of candi- a ballot for a candidate whose name is
date whose name is prinied on ma- printed on the machine by writing in
chine.—A voter desinng to vote by the name of such candidate. 1963-64
write-in on a voting tachine may cast Ops. Au'y Gen,, No 1725, p 206.

§ 7-13-1860. Duty to protect machines against injury.

After the voting machines have been delivered to the polling
places, it shall be the duty of the commissioners of election or
other electoral board to provide ample protection against molesta-
tion or injury to the machines.

VISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-426; 1952 Code § 23-426; 1950 (46) 2059,
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§ 7-13-1870. Procedure when voting machine becomes in-
operative.

In case any voting machine used in any election district shall,
during the time the polls are open, become injured so as to render
it inoperative in whole or in part, the managers shall give immedi-
ate notice thereof to the commissioners of election or other
electoral boatd, and such commissioners or other electoral board
shall, if possible, substitute a machine in good order for the
injured machine, and at the close of the polls the record of both
machines shall be taken and the votes shown on their counters
shall be added together in ascertaining the results of the election.
If no other machine is available for use at such election and the
imjured one cannot be repaired in time to continue use thereof at
such election, unofficial ballots made as nearly as possible in the
form of the official ballots may be used, received by the managers
of election, placed in a receptacle in such case to be provided by
the election officials and counted with the votes registered on the
voting machine, and the result shall be declared as though there
had been no accident to the voting machine. The ballots thus
voted shall be preserved and returned with the statement of
canvass with a certificate setting forth how and why they were
voted.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-427; 1952 Code § 23-427; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7-13-1880. Canvass and retnrn of vote.

As soon as the polls of election are closed the managers shall
immediately lock and seal the voung machine against further
voting and open the counter compartment in the presence of all
persons who may be lawfully present at the time giving full view to
the counters, and they shall canvass and announce the results as
shown by the counters, including the votes recorded for each
office on the independent ballots, and shall also announce the vote
upon every amendment, proposition or question voted upon. The
vole as registered shall be entered on a statement of canvass and
when so completed shall be compared with the numbers on the
counters of the machine. If found to be correct the statements
shall be duly cerufied and sworn to and returned and filed as
provided in this Title for returning and filing election returns. No
tally sheets or return blank, as required by law for use in voting
precincts in which paper ballots are used, need be furnished or
used when voting machines are used, and no ballots need to be
returned with the statement of canvass except the write-in ballots.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-428; 1952 Code § 23-428; 1950 (46) 2059.

Reaearch and Practice References—
29 (JS, Elections § 280,
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§ 7=13-1890. Machines shall remain locked after elections;
keys.

The keys of the voting machine shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope having endorsed thereon a certificate of the managers of
election stating the number of the machine, the voting precinct,
the number on the seal and the number on the protective counter
and shall be returned and delivered by one of the managers of the
election to the commissioners or other electoral board from whom
the keys were received. After being locked by the managers of
election the voting machines shall remain locked for the period of
thirty days or as much longer as may be necessary or advisable

because of any threatened contest over the result of the election,
except as may be necessary to prepare the machines for another

election and except that they may be opened and all data exam-
ined upon the order of a court of competent jurisdiction.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-429; 1952 Code § 23-429; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7-13-1900. Use of voting machines for primary elections.

If in any county, city or town voting machines shall have been
provided under the provisions of this article for use at general and
special elections, such machines shall be used at primary elections
in such county, city or town. When so used all provisions of this
article applying to their use at general or special elections shall
apply, so far as applicable, to the use of such voting machines at
such primary elections.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-430; 1952 Code § 23-430; 1950 (46) 2059.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 118(1).

§ 7-13-1910. Possession of voting machine key by unautho-
rized person.

Any unauthorized person found in possession of any voting
machine key shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction
thereof shall be fined not less than twenty-five nor more than five
hundred dollars and imprisoned in jail not less than ten nor more
than ninety days, or both so fined and imprisoned, in the discre-
tion of the court.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-432; 1952 Code § 23-432; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7-13~1920. Tampering with voting machine.

Any person who wilfully tampers with or attempts to tamper
with, disarrange, deface or impair, in any manner whatsoever, or
destroy any such voting machine while it is in use at any eléction
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or who shall, after such machine is locked in order to preserve the
registration or record of any election made by it, tamper with or
attempt to tamper with such machine or who instigates, aids or
abets any other person in any case herein mentioned, with intent
to destroy or change the record of votes on a voting machine,
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof,
shall be imprisoned for not less than three months nor more than
three years.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-433; 1952 Code § 23-433; 1950 (46) 2059; 1960 (51)
1602,

§ 7-13-1930. Other provisions of this Title applicable to
use of voting machines.

All of the provisions of this Title not inconsistent with the
provisions of this article shall apply with full force and effect to
elections in counties, cities and towns adopting and using voting
machines.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-431; 1952 Code § 23-431; 1950 (46) 2059,

ARTICLE 17

EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

Szc.

7-18-2110. Authorization of simplified or more detailed explanation of proposed
constitutional amendments,

7-13-2120. Constitutional Ballot Commission.

7-18-21%0. Jurisdiction of proceedings challenging explanations.

'§ 7=13-2110. Authorization of simplified or more detailed
explanation of proposed constitutional amendments.

In addition o all other requirements of law and the Constitu-
tion of this State, when any proposed amendment to the Constitu-
tion is submitted to the electorate for approval or disapproval in
the general clection and the proposed amendment is of such
nature that it might not be clearly understood by the voters, a
simplified or, when appropriate, more detailed explanation of the
meaning and effect of such amendment shall be placed upon the
ballot along with the proposed amendment question. When me-
chanical devices for voting are used, printed copies of such
explanation shall be made available at each voting precinct. The
provisions of this section shall apply only to statewide amend-
ments.

HISTORY: 1975 (59) 246.

Cross references—
As to amendments and revision of the South Carolina Constitution, see SC
Const, Art 16.
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§ 7-13-2120. Constitutional Ballot Commission.

To establish an agency to determine whether or not a proposed
constitutional amendment requires a simplified or more detailed
explanation as provided for in § 7-13-2110, there is hereby cre-
ated the Constitutional Ballot Commission composed of the Attor-
ney General, the Director of the State Election Commission and
the Director of the Legislative Council. Prior to the printing of
ballots in each general election year in which proposed constitu-
tional amendments are voted upon, the Commission shall meet at
the call of the Attorney General and:

(I) Consider each proposed amendment and make a determina-
tion as to whether or not a simplified or more detailed explanation
is necessary or appropriate; and

(2) In those cases where it is determined that an explanation is
deemed necessary or appropriate, phrase such explanation and
submit it o the State Election Commission under the signatures of
at least a majority of the ballot commissioners. The Election
Commission shall arrange for the placement of amendment expla-
nations on ballots and make them available to the news media,
upon request, at least ten days prior to the general election.
HISTORY: 1975 (59) 246.

§ 7-13-2130. Jurisdiction of proceedings challenging expla-
nations.

The State Supreme Court shall have exclusive and original
jurisdiction in any proceeding challenging the amendment expla-
nations prepared by the Ballot Commission.

HISTORY: 1975 (59) 246.

CASE NOTES

The Supreme Court had original
jurisdiction over an election dispute,
even though the language of the
complaint related to the form of the
ballot as it appeared in the proposing
resolution, where it was clear that the

court's determination would depend not
merely upon the language of the
question employed by the General
Assembly, but also upon the “simplified
explanation” as well. Taylor v Roche
(1978, SC) 248 SE2d 580.
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CHAPTER 15
Absentee Registration and Voting

ARTICLE ]
GENERAL PROVISIONS
§ 7-15-10. Duties of State Election Commission.

The State Election Commission shall be responsible for carrying
out the provisions of Article 3 and Article 5 of this chapter. It shall
have printed and distributed all forms that are required to effectuate
these purposes:

(1) To make it possible for all persons mentioned in § 7-15-110
to register; and

(2) To make it possible tor all such registvanis to vote in general
and special elections only.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-450.3; 1975 (59) 263; 1976 (59) 1465; 1982 (62) 1904

Editor's Note—

Although 1962 Code §23-450.3 [appearing as 1976 Code §7-15-10] was repealed by
Section 2 of 1976 Act No. 479, identical provisions were re-anacted by Section 2 of the
1976 Act as 1962 Code §23-449.13, and the original 1976 Code section numbers have
been retained.

Effect of Amendments—
The 942 amendment added the words “‘promulgate regulations’ and *‘drafted’” in
the fir. paragraph, and rewrote item (2)

Cross references—

As to the creation of the State Election Commission, see (7-3-10. §7-15-20.
Construction.

Article 3 and Article 5 of this chapter shail be liberally construed in order to effec-
tuate their purposes.

) 7-15-20. Cons.lruction.

Article 3 and Article 5 of this chapter shall be liberally construed
‘In order to effectuate their purposes.
tUSTORY: 1962 Code §23-450.4; 1975 (59) 263; 1976 (59) 1465; 1982 (62) 1964
ARTIGLE 8

ABSENTEE REGISTRATION

Sec.
7-15-110. Persons qualified to register to vote by abssntee methed,

7-15-120. Registration forms.
7-15-130. Method of cbtaining registration form.,
7-15-140. Completion and return of registration form,
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7=15-150. Entry into registration book.
7-15-160. Validity and effect of registration.
7-15-170, Preservation and destruction of record books and registiation forms.

7-15-175. Registration of persons afier clesing of books.
7-15-180. Verification of registration upon request for 2hsentee ballot,
7-15-190. Transmission of list of persons rvegisieted 1o vote and requesting

absentee ballats,

7-15-200. Mailing to applicant of absentee batlot, in<tructiony, ete,

7-15-210. Return-addressed envelopes lor return of absemee ballot,

7-15-220. Qath to be signed by absentee voter and witnessed: form of oath.

7-15-230. Marking of ballot; return of ballot and ocath; when hallots not to be

counted.

7-15-240. Conduct of abseniee voting in primary and special elections generally;
cooperation of boards of registration and other State election
oflicials with political parties or pelitical subdivisions.

5.250. Duties of county commiuces conducting primay elections.

5-2611. Duues  of pulln( al parties conducting primary elections; expenses
incurred in conducting elections to be borne by parties.

-1
7-1

§ 7-15-110. Persons qualified to register to vote by absen-
tee method.

The following persons shall be qualified to register to vote by
the absentee method:

{1) Member of the Armed Forces of the United States.

{2) Member of the Merchant Marine of the United States.

(8) A person serving with the American Red Cross or the United
States Service Organizations attached to and serving with the
Armed Forces of the United States outside of the county of his
residence in South Carolina.

(4) Member or employee of any department of the United States
Government serving overseas.

(5) Students.

(6) A spouse and dependents residing with any of the above
categories (1)-(5).

(7) Physically disabled persons due to injury or illness.

(8) Persons whose employment is out of state, their spouses and
dependents residing with them.

*(9) A citizen of the United States residing outside the United States:

(a) If he last resided in South Carolina immediately before his depar-
ture from the United States;

(b) If he could have met all qualifications to vote in federal elections
in South Carolina even though while residing outside the United States
he does not have a place of abode or other address in South Carolina;
even if his intent to return to South Carolina may be uncertain, as long
as he has complied with all applicable South Carolina qualifications and
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requirements which are consistent with the Federal Overseas Citizens
Voting Rights Act of 1975 (Public Law 94-203). .

Effect of Amendements—
The 1982 amendement made a number of changes to Chapter 15 of Title 7 with
reference to absentee registration and voting, but this section was not affected.

Cross references—
As to barrier-free polling places for physically handicapped electors, see § 7-7-990.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-445; 1975 (59) 263; 1982 (62) 1964; 1984 Act No. 266.

Cross references—

As to constitutional provisions regarding registration of voters, generally, see SC Const,
Art 2, § 8.

§7-15-120. Registration forms.

Persons listed in items (1), (2), (3), or (4) of Section 7-15-110, their
spouses, and dependents residing with them, and item (9) of such sec-
tion may register by using either federal Standard Form 76, or any subse-
quent form replacing it issued by the federal government, or the state
absentee registration form. In order to be registered, either form must
reach the county board of registration not later than thirty days before
the election.

The State Election Commission shall have printed and shall
furnish the board of registration of each county an adequate
number of registration forms in the following form, substituting in

each case the appropriate calendar year for which the cards are
printed:

ABSENTEE REGISTRATION FOR THE ELECTION
TO BE HELD

19__

County No.:

READ CAREFULLY THE INSTRUCTIONS PRINTED ON THE
REVERSE SIDE HEREOF BEFORE FILLING IN THIS FORM:

I hereby swear (or affirm) that:
(1) My full name 1s:

(2) I am a citizen of the United States and of the State of South
Carolina.

(3) The date of my birth was:

(4) T am not disqualified from voting because of a criminal
offense or confined in any penal institution under the judgment of
acourt. G

(5) I am (check appropriate blank)

(a) in the armed forces of the United States O
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(b) in the Merchant Marine of the United States O
(c) serving with the American Red Cross or with the United

Service Organization O
G
(d) a member ( ), employee ( )ofthe ____ department

of the United States Government serving overseas.

(e) a student ( ) residing outside of the county of my residence
and enrolled in an institution of learning.

(f) a spouse ( ), dependent ( ) residing with any of the above.
(g) physically disabled due to illness or injury ().
(h) A person whose employment is out of state.

(1) A spouse ( ), dependent ( ) residing with a person whose
employment is out of state.

(j) Sixty-five years of age or older ( ).
6) My home address in South Carolina is:

(7) My mailing address (address to which absentee ballot should
be sent) is:

(8) My State House of Represematiﬁes District Number (if
known) is:

(9) My Social Security Number is:

Signature of Applicant

On the back of each card shall be printed the following:

INSTRUCTIONS. This registration form must be filled out and
returned, in the envelope accompanying it, to your county board of
registration. All entries except your signature should be printed or
typewritten. -

You are required to sign the form.

Conviction of a felony or offenses against the election laws disqualifies
you from registering and voting, unless such disqualification shall have
been removed by service of the sentence, including probation and parole
time unless sooner pardoned.

Except for persons in category {5) (g) of this form, registration by this
form, if granted by your county board of registration, is valid only for
the elections to be held during this calendar year. For elections which
are held in subsequent calendar years, you must be registered again.
Persons applying under category (5) (g), ‘physically disabled due to
illness or injury,” may, upon presentation of a written statement of
such disability by their doctor and persons who are sixty-five years of
age or older, may use this form instead of the regular registration form
to be registered permanently.

IN ORDER TO BE REGISTERED, THIS FORM MUST REACH
YOUR COUNTY BOARD OF REGISTRATION NOT LATER
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THAN THIRTY DAYS BEFORE THE ELECTION.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-446; 1975 (59) 263; 1982 (62) 1964; 1984 Ac
No. 266. :

Effects of Amendments—

The 1982 amendment substituted *‘felony conviction or offense against the election laws™ for
“‘criminal offense or confined in any penal institution under the judgement of a court” in item
(4} concerning disgualifications from voting. the amendment also substituted a new 3rd paragraph
under INSTRUCTIONS concerning disqualifications from voting.

§7-15-130. Method of obtaining registration forms
Any person specified in Section 7-15-110 or any relative or friend of such

person, may at any time request from the board of registration of the county
of the residence of such person a registration form, and in making such request,
shall furnish the name and home address and absentee mailing address of such
person.

Application for an election ballot on any form provided members of the Arm-
ed Forces, Merchant Marine, or overseas citizens by federal government must
be considered as a request for a registration form, and the State Election Com-
mission shall forward all forms received by it to the board of registration of
the proper county. Upon receipt of a request, the Board of registration shall
immediately mail a registration form, together with a return-address envelope,
to the person specified in Section 7-15-110 at the absentee mailing address given.
The board of registration shall number each registration form and keep a record

book in which must be recorded the number of the form, the name, home ad-
dress, and asbentee mailing address of the person for whom the registration
form is requested, the name, address, and relation, if any, of the person re-
questing the for, the date upon which the form is requested, and the date upon
which the form is mailed. For good cause, the board may furnish a duplicate
registration form, noting the fact in the record book. _
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-447; 1975 (59) 263; 1982 (62) 1964; 1984 Act
No. 266

§ 7=15-140. Completion and return of registration form.

The person to whom the registration form is mailed shall
complete the form. The form shall then be mailed to the proper
board of registration in the return-addressed envelope accompany-
ing the registration form. Upon the return of the registration form
to the board, the board shall stamp or write thereon the date of its
receipt.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-448: 1975 (59) 263.
§ 7-15-150. Entry into registration book.

Upon the return of the registration forin, the board shall
consider the information upon the form and any other information
that it may have or obtain concerning the applicant and judge his
legal qualifications for registration. If he is found to be entitled to
registration, the board shall enter his name in the registration
book for his voting precinct, noting after his name the words
*“Absentee Registration”, the number of the registration form and
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the year for which the registration is valid. Such entry shall
constitute the registration of the applicant.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-449; 1975 (59) 263; 1982 (62) 1964.

§ 7-15-160. validity and effect of registration.

Each registration under the provisions of this article shall be valid
onlv for the calendar vear in which it 1s granted and shail allow the
registrant to vote during that year only in any general, special or
primary election.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-450; 1975 (59) 263; 1976 (59) 1465.
Editor’s Note —

Section 2 of 1976 Act No. 479 [ 1376 (59) 1465] repealed § 23-450 of the 1962
Code and enacted § 23-449.1 in lieu thereol, offective March 2. 1976, The wwo
provisions are identical and § 23-449.1 has been designated and coditied as
§ 7-15-160 ol the 1976 Code by the Code Commissioner.

§ 7-15-170 Preservation and destruction of record books
and registration forms.

Each county board of registration shall prescrve the record book
reguired to be kept by § 7-15-130 and the registration forms of all
applicants for registration until the end of the calendar year and until
the time for contesting the elections shall have expired, at which time
they shall be destroyed; but if any contest concerning the elections
is then pending the record book and the forms shall not be destroyed
until the final determination of the contest.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23.450.1; 1975 (59) 263; 1976 (59) 1465.
Editor's Note —

Section 2 of 1976 Act No. 479 1976 (59)-1465] repealed § 23-450.1 of the 1962
Code and cnacted § 23-449.2 in licu thereof, eflective March 2, 1976, The wo
provisions are identical and § 23-449.2 has been designated and codified as
& 7-15-170 of the !‘.i?(i Code by the Code Commissioner,

§ 7-15-175. Registration of persons after closing of books.

Nothing in this article shall be construed as allowing registration
under the provisions of this article after the registration books have
been closed as required by §§ 7-5-150 and 7-5-220.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-449.3; 1976 (59) 1465; 1982 (62) 1964,

Research and Practice References—
29 C.1.S., Elections §39.

Effect of Amendments— _

The 1982 amendment made a number of changes to Chapter 15 of
Title 7 with reference to absentee registration and voting, but this sec-
tion was not affected. " 148



§ 7-15-180. Verification of registration upon request for
absentee ballot.

Upon the request for an absentee ballot by any person, qualified
to receive an absentee ballot under the provisions of § 7-15-320, the
registration board shall verify if such applicant is registered. If no
record of such applicant’s registration is found, such board shall
immediately forward to such applicant a registration form as
provided in § 7-15-120. In the case of any such person found to be
so registered, the board of registration shall insure his receipt of a
ballot as provided in Article 5 of this chapter for those receiving
registration under provisions of this article.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-449.4; 1976 Act No. 479 §2.

Editor’s Note—

Although 1962 Code §23-450.2; [appearing as 1976 Code §7-15-1800] was repealed
by Section 2 of 1976 Act No. 479, identical provisions were re-enacted by Section 2 of
the 1976 Act as 1962 Code §23-449.4, and the original 1976 Code section numbers have
been retained.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-450.2; 1975 (59) 263; 1976 (59) 1465.

Editor's Note—-

Section 2 ul’ 1976 Act No. 479 {1976 (59) 1465] repealed § 23-450.2 of the 1962 Code
and enacted § 23-449.: in lieu thereof, effective March 2, 1976. The two provisions are
identical and § 23-449 4 has been designated and codified as § 7-15-180 vl the 1976 Code
by the Code Commissioner.

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS

The proper authority to receive a request
for an absentee ballot for a primary elec-
tion would be the county registration
board. However, in order to facilitate an
individual’s right to vote there would ap-

absentee ballot received by the political par-
ty instead of the registration board should
not be honored as a valid request for a
ballot. Op. Att’y Gen. to Hon, Zilla Hin-
ton, May 23, 1980.

pear to be no reason why a request for an

§ 7-15-190. Transmission of list of persons registered to vote
and requesting absentee ballots.

Immediately upon the closing of the registration books thirty days
before each election the board of registration of each county shall
transmit to the commissioners of election of the county or to the
county committee for each political party of the county which makes
a request therclor, a list of the names of the persons who are
registered for the particular election in the manner provided in
§ 7-15-150 and who have requested ballots under the provisions of

§ 7-15-180, 1ogether with  their respective absentee mailing
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addresses, their respective voting precincts and the number of the
respective registration cards, where applicable.
HISTORY: 1976 (59) 1465.
Editor's Note —
This seaion is effective March 2, 1976,

Cross references —

As 1o notation on registration list of absenwee vouers, sce § 7-15-430.

As to preparation and swvadlability for public inspection of tist of persons issued
and who cast absentee ballots, see § 7-15-440.

§ 7-15-200. Mailing to applicant of absentee ballot,
instructions, etc.

Upon receipt of the list of names the county commitiee, the
commissioners of election or other persons responsible for the
conduct of the election shall, as soon as the ballot to be used in the
election are delivered to them, mail at his absentee address, in one
envelope, the following items to each person qualified to receive an
absentee ballot and who has requested an absentee ballot:

{1) One of each ballot to be used in the election:

(2) A copy of the oath set forth in § 7-15-220;

(3) Printed instructions as to the marketing, folding and return of
each ballot and as to the signing and return of the oath;

(4) A return-addressed envelope for the return of the ballots and
the oath to the commissioners of election:

(5) Any additional oath, instructions or information necessary to
enable such absentee ballot applicant to execute and return a ballot
legally acceptable by the offivials charged with conducting such
election.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-449.6; 1976 (59) 1465.

Editor’s Note —
This secton is effective March 2. 1074,

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S QPINIONS

The proper authority to receive a request  absentee ballot received by the political par-
for an absentee ballot for a primary elec-  ty instead of the registration board should
tion would be the county registration not be honored as a valid request for a
board. However, in order to facilitate an  ballot. Op. Att’y Gen. to Hon. Zilla Hin-
individual's right to vote there would ap-  ton, May 23, 1980.
pear to be no reason why a request for an

§ 7-15-210. Specifications for return-addressed envelopes.

The return-addressed envelope required by wtem (4) of § 7-15-
200 to be sent to each absentee hallot appitcant shal! have printed
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on its face in the upper left hand corner the words “Absentec
ballots for — . County, —____" __ (county seat), South
Carolina.” All blanks on the face of the envelope shall be filled in
" by the commissioners of election prior to the mailing of the ballot
to the absentec ballot applicant. On the back shall appear blanks
which the voter shall fill in with his name and address. The
envelope shall be of such thickness as to make it impossible to
read any ol its contents without opening the cnvelope. When the
ballot is for use in a primary election the return-addressed enve-
lope referred 10 herein and in § 7-15-200 shall be changed
appropriately to insure its return to the proper county committee,

HISTORY: 1976 (59) 1465.

§ 7-15-220. Signing and witnessing of oath of ahsentee
ballot applicant. .

The oath, a copy of which is required by item (2) of § 7-15-200
to be sent each absentee ballot applicant and which is required by
§ 7-15-230 10 be retwned with the absentee ballot applicant’s
ballot, shall be signed by the absentee ballor appheant and wit-
nesscd. The oath shall be in the following form:

[ hereby swear (or affirm) that I am duly qualified to vote at this
election according to the Constitution of the State of South
Carolina, that I have not voted during this election, that the ballot
or ballots with which this oath is enclosed is my ballot and that |
have received no assistance in voting my ballot that 1 would not
have been entitled to receive had I voted in person at my voting
precinct. .

Signature of Voter

Dated on this dayof — ___ 19_

Signature of Witness' -

Address of Witness
HISTORY: 1976 (59) 1465.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections 5 248,
29 CJS. Elections § 210,

§ 7-15-230. Marking and return of ballot; ballot shall not
be counted unless oath signed and ballot returned prior to
closing of polis. :

Upon receipt of the ballot or ballots the absentee ballot applicant
shall mark each ballot on which he wishes to vote, fold it so that its
contents cannot be distinguished without unfolding it and mail it in
compliance with the instructions received by him with the ballot. Enclos-
ed with the ballot or ballots shall be the oath set forth in § 7-15-220.
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No ballot shall be counted unless the oath is properly signed and enclosed
therewith nor shall any ballot be counted which is received by the com-
missioners of election or other officials charged with the conduct of
the election after time for closing of the polls, and the printed instruc-
tions required by item (3) of § 7-15-200 to be sent each absentee ballot
applicant shall notify him that his vote will not be counted in either
of these events:

HISTORY: 1976 (59) 1465.
Research and Practice Referenceos—

26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 250.
29 CJS. Eleciions & 210.

CASE NOTES

No witness signature. — This section were voted in the congressional election.

mandates the exclusion of absentee
votes that are not signed by a witness.
Gregory v South Carolina Democratic
Executive Committee (1978 SC) 247
SE2d 439.

Although vote-buymg in mixed
state/fede: al election allegedly involved on-
ly office of county sheriff, jurisdiction lay
under federal statute proscribing vote-
buying as there was possibility of corrup-
tion of the two federal contests in the
primary because many of the envelopes
containing absentee ballots were unsealed
when they were picked up from voters and
turned into one defendant and there was
testimony that such defendant and several
workers helped voters mark their absentee
ballots not only for sheriff’s race but for
others as well and some of the 400 absentee
ballots received in the precinct apparently

Voting Rights Act of 1965, § 11(c), 42
U.S.C.A. § 1973 (¢).

United States v. Carmichael, 685 F. 2d 903
(1982).

Activities of defendant, who induced
each voter to apply for absentee ballot
without regard to whether voter actually
met requirements for absentee voting, who
was present when each voter marked ballot
and in some cases actually marked ballot
himself, who also provided voters with
varying quantum of advice, and who per-
sonally paid each voter and collected each
absentee ballot, tainted federal election
process even though intended to infuence
only local election, and thus fell squarely
within prohibtion of federal vote-buying
statute. Voting Rights Act of 1965, §11(c),
42 U.S.C.A. §1973 (c).

United States v. Mason, 673 F. 2d 737
{1982).

§ 7-15-240. Conduct of absentee voting in primary and
special elections generally; cooperation of boards of
registration and other State election officials with political
parties or political subdivisions.

Absentee balloting in primary and special elections shall be in
accordance with regulations of the political party or political
subdivision conducting any such election which are not in conflict
with any provision of this Tile. Boards of registration and all other
election officials of this State shall cooperate with such authorities
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to the end that the right to vote may be preserved for all persons as
_defined in §§ 7-15-310 and 7-15-320.

HISTORY: 1976 (59) 1465.

Editor’s Note —

This section is effective March 2, 1976.

§ 7-15-250. Duties of county committees conducting primary
elections.

In conducting primary elections, county committees shall perform’
the duties generally required in this artlcle of commissioners of
election. -

HISTORY: 1976 {59) 1465,
Editor’s Note —
This section is effective March 2, 1976,

ATTORNEY GENERAL'’S OPINIONS ~

The proper authority to receive a arequest for an absentee ballot receiveu
request for an absentee ballot for a by the political party instead of the
primary election would be the county registration board should. not be
registration board. However, in order to ‘honored as a valid request for a ballot. -
facilitate an individual's right to vote Op. ‘Att'y Gen. to Hon. Zilla Hinton,
there would appear to be no reason why May 23. 1980,

§ 7-15-260. Duties of political parties conducting primary elections; ex-
penses incurred in conducting elections to be borne by parties.

Any political party conducting a primary in this State is responsible
for carrying our the provisions of this article by making ballots and elec-
tion material available so that the persons named in § 7-15-320 may be
enabled to vote in primary elections subject to the rules and regulations
of such political party. All expenses incurred by any political party con-
ducting elections subject to the provisions of this article shall be borne
by such political party.

HISTORY: 1976 (59) 1465.
Research and Practice References —
25 Am. Jur. 2d, Elections § 163.

ALR and L Ed Annotations —

Comtrucnon and cffcct of abscmce voter's law. 97 ALR 2d 257.
iy

7-i5-370. Furmshmg ballots and envelopes dutles of county registration board.
7-15-375. Return envelope for absentee ballot.

7-15-380. Oath of absentee ballot applicant.

7-15-385. Marking ballot; return; records; storage.

7-15-390. Absentee balloting in primary and special elections; municipal elections.
7-15-395. Responsibilities of political parties; expenses.

§ 7-15-310. Definitions.
As used in this article:

(1) The term ‘“members of the Armed Forces of the United
States” means members of the United States Army, the United
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States Navy, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Air
Force, the United States Coast Guard, or any of their respective
components;

(2) The term “members of the Merchant Marine of the United
States” means all officers and men engaged in maritime service on
board ships;

(83) The term “‘students” means all persons residing outside of
the counties of their respective residences, enrolled in an institu-
tion of learning;

~ (4) The term “physically disabled person” shall mean a person

who, because of injury or illness, cannot be present in person at
his voting place on Election Day;

(5) The term “registration form™ means the form described in
§7-15-120; and

(6) The term “persons in employment” means those persons
who by virtue of their employment obligations are unable to vote
in person.

(7) The term “‘authorized representative’’ means a registered elector who, with
the voter’s permission, acts on behalf of a voter unable to go 1o the polis because
of illness or disability resulting in his confinement in a hospital, sanatorium,
nursing home, or place of residence, or a voter unable because of a physical
handicap to go to his polling place or because of such handicap unable to vote
at his polling place due to existing architectural barriers which deny him physical
access to the polling place, voting booth, or voting apparatus or machinery,
Under no circumstance shall a candidate or a member of a candidate’s paid
campaign staff or volunteers reimbursed for the time they expend on campaign
activity be considered an ‘‘authorized representative’ of an elector desiring to
vote by absentee ballot.

(8) The term *‘immediate family’’ means a person’s spouse, parents, children,
brothers, or sisters.

(9) The term ‘overseas citizen’ means a citizen of the United States residing
outside of the United States as specified by Section 7-15-110,

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-441; (48) 423; 1966 (54) 2376; 1973 (58) 73; 1975 (59) 813;
1982 (62) 1964; 1984 Act No. 266.
Effect of Amendments—

The 1982 amendment added item (7} defining **authorized representative’’ and item
(8) defining ‘‘immediate family”’.

CASE NOTES

Error on application,--The fact thatan  franchised. Gregory v South Carolina
applicant for an absentee ballot checked the Democratic Executive Commitee 271 SC
wrong reason for being absent was not a ~ 364, 247 SE2d 439. (1978).
basis for directing that the voter be disen-

ATTORNEY GENERAL'‘S OPINIONS
Absentee balloting is permitted in school  absentee ballots, they would have the right
or rnunicipal elections. 1973-74 Op. Atty  to check behind the request with the per-
Gen., No. 3702, p. 55. son for whom the request is being made.
If the board has some reason to question  Op Atty. Gen. to Betty S. Whitesides, Sept.
whether or not an authorized representative 2, 1982.

actually has been authorized to request ‘15 4



§ 7-15-320. Persons qualified to vote by absentee ballot,

Any qualified elector in the following categories must be permitted
to vote by absentee ballot in alf elections when he is absent from his county
of residence on election day during the hours the polls are open, to such
extent that it prevents him from voting in person except that physically
disabled persons, poll managers, county voter registration board members
and staff, and county election commission members and staff working
on election day, and persons whose employment obligations require that
they be at their place of employment during the hours that the polls are
open and present written certification of such obligation, signed by their
employer, to the county registration board may vote by absentee ballot
whether or not absent from their county of residence:

(1) Students, their spouses, and dependents residing with them.

(2) Members of the Armed Forces and the Merchant Marine of the
United States, their spouses, and dependents residing with them.

(3) Persons serving with the American Red Cross or with the United
Service Organizations who are attached to and serving with the Armed
Forces of the United States, their spouses, and dependents residing with
them. ’

(4) Persons in employment.

(5) Physically disabled persons.

(6) Governmental employees, their spouses, and dependents residing
with them.

(7) Electors with a death or funeral in the family within a three-day
period prior to the election,

(8) Persons on vacation (who by virtue of vacation plans will be ab-
sent from their county of residence on election day).

(9) Poll managers, county voter registration board members and staff,
and county election commission members and staff working on election
~ day.

{10) Overseas citizens.”’

HISTORY: 1962 code § 23-442; 1953 (48) 423; 1960 (51) 1598; 1966 (54) 2376; 1975
(59) 815; 1982 (62) 1964; 1984 Act No. 266.

Effect of Amendments— concerning professions of ministry,

The 1982 amendment added the phrase
“*during the hours the polls are open” in
the first sentence of the introductory
paragraph, and also added the phrase ““poll
managers, county voter registration board
members and staff, and county election
commissin members and staff working on
election day”* after physically disabled per-

sons in the same sentence. In item (4),
““Persons in’’ was added. Former item {8) '

teaching, and medical was deleted, former
item (9) was renumbered (8), and a new
item (9} was added.

Cross references—

As to barrier-free polling places for
physically handicapped electors, see ¥ .
7-7-990,

As to responsibilty for expenses in mak-
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ing ballots and election material available
so that persons named in * 7-15-320 may
be enabled to vote in primary elections, see
#7-15-395,

As to the right of suffrage, see SC Const,
Art 2.

Research and Practice References—

26 Am Jur 2d, Elections ** 243, 244, 247.
29 CIS, Elections * 210(3).
Elections and Voting. 25 SC L Rev 417.

ALR and L Ed Annotations—
Construction and effect of absentee voters’ laws. 97 ALR2d 257,

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Army reservists on active duty for Armed Forces and are eligible to vote
training.—Members of the United by absentee ballot during the two-week
States Army Reserve on active duty for summer training period. 196566 Ops.
the normal two weeks summer training Att'y Gen., No g gb. p 148.
period are considered members of the :

A person may work out of state and vote
by absentee method. Op. Atty. Gen. to
Hon. Thomas F. Hartnett, July 20, 1977.

§ 7-15-330. Time of application for absentec balot;application in person.

To vote by absentee ballot, any qualified elector or a member of his
immediate family, must request an application to vote by absentee ballot
in person, by telephone, or by mail from the county registration board
for the county of the voter’s residence. A person requesting an applica-
tion for a qualified elector as such qualified elector’s authorized represen-
tative must request an application to vote by absentee ballot in person
or by mail only and must himself be a registered voter and must sign
an oath to the effect that he fits the statutory definition of such a represen-
tative. This signed oath must be kept on file with the board of registra-
tion until the end of the calendar year or until all contests concerning
a particular election have been finally determined, whichever is later.
A candidate or a member of a candidate’s paid campaign staff including
volunteers reimbursed for time expended on campaign activity is not
allowed to request applications for absentee voting for any person
designated in this section unless such person is a member of the immediate
family. A request for an application to vote by absentee ballot must be
made not earlier than sixty days prior to the election in which the qualified
elector desires to be permitted to vote by absentee ballot. Completed ap-
plications must be returned to the county registration board in person
or by mail before 5:00 p.m. on the fourth day preceding the day of the

. 156



election: applications must be accepted by the county board of registra-
tion until 5:00 p.m. on the day immediately preceding the election for
those who appear in person and are qualified to vote absentee pursuant
to Section 7-15-320 (4) and (7). The board of registration shall serially
number each absentee ballot application form and keep a record book
in which must be recorded the number of the form, the name, home ad-

dress, and absentee mailing address of the person from whom the absentee
ballot application form is requested: the name, address, voter registra-
tion number, and relationship of the person requesting the form, if other
than the applicant; the date upon which the form is requested; and the
date upon which the form is issued. This information must become a
public record at 9:00 a.m. on the day immediately preceding the elec-
tion. Any person who violates the provisions of this section is subject
to the penalties provided in Section 7-25-170.

HISTORY: 1962 Code§ 23-443; 1953 (48) 423; 1960 (51) 1598; 1971 (57)
85; 1975 (59) 815; 1982 (62) 1964; 1984 Act No. 266.

Research and Practice References—

26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 250.

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS

When ballot may be received.—
This section would authorize a per-
son to receive a ballot if they apply
in person before five o’clock p.m. on
the day preceding the election. Op.
Att’y Gen. to Hon. Zilla Hinton,
May 23, 1980.

As the authorized representative
may request an absentee ballot in
person or by mail it would appear
that he could also be sent a copy of
the oath for him to return it by mail.
Op. Atty. Gen. to Ms. Betty S.
Whitesides, Sept. 2, 1982,

7-15-340

Absentee ballot applications are

_clearly intended to be distributed on-

ly from the office of the county
board of registration and from no
other location. Op. Atty. Gen. to
Ms. Betty S. Whitesides, Sept. 2,
1982.

If a person attempting to vote by
absentee ballot is not on the list of
persons entitled to vote by absentee
ballot, it would be grounds to
challenge the ballot. Op. Atty. Gen.
to Ms. Eloise P. Kirkland, May 28,
1976.

Form of application for absentee ballot.
The application required in Section 7-15-330 to be submitted to such

election officials must be in the following form; except that persons listed
in Section 7-15-320 (2),(3),(6), and (10) may use Standard Form 76, or
any subsequent form replacing it, provided by the federal government
as a simultaneous request for registration and an absentee ballot or a
request for an absentee ballot if already registered.
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APPLICATION FOR ABSENTEE BALLOT

TO THE BOARD OF VOTER
REGISTRATION: COUNTY

I hereby apply for an absentee ballot and request that I be permitted
to vote in the election to be held onthe __ _ day of

19 (If you will also be absent for

any subsequent runoff election which is held two weeks after the initial
election and wish for an absentee ballot for the runoff to be sent to your
absentee address, check here [ ])

(If a ballot is requested for a primary election, print your political party
preference in this space 2

I am a qualified elector and am registered to vote in the
precint and State House
of Representatives District. (If known.). My registration certificate
numberis . My full name is

Please Print

I hereby swear or affirm, UNDER PENALTY OF LAW, that I will be
absent from my county of residence on election day during the hours
the polls are open or unable to appear at the polling place because of
physical disability, employment obligations requiring that I be at my place
of employment in my county of residence during the hours the polls are
open, responsibilities as a poll manager, county registration board
member or staff, or county election commission member or staff, and
that I am eligible to vote by absentee ballot under one of the following
categories:

(CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX)

[ 11. Students, their spouses, and dependents residing with them.
(The term ‘students’ shall mean all persons residing outside of the counties
of their respective residences, enrolled in an institution of learning.)

[ 12. Armed Forces, Merchant Marine, their spouses, and dependents
residing with them.

[ 13. Persons serving with the American Red Cross or with the United
Service QOrganizations who are attached to and serving with the Armed
Forces of the United States, their spouses, and dependents residing with
them.

[ 14. Employment. (The term ‘employment’ means those persons
who by virtue of their employment obligations will be absent from their
county of residence on election day during the hours the polls are open
and who will be unable to vote in person, those persons who are required
by their employment obligations to be at their place of employment in
their county of residence during the entire hours that the polls are open
and will be unable to vote in person; and further, must present written
certification of such obligations, signed by thelr employer, to the coun-
ty registration board )
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[ 15. Physically disabled person. (The term ‘physically disabled per-
son’ means a person who because of injury or illness, cannot be present
in person at his voting place on election day whether physically present
inside or outside his county of residence.)

[ 16. Governmental employees, their spouses, and dependents residing
with them, who are out of their county of residence on election day dur-
ing the hours the polls are open.

{ ]7.Dcuihin family, or attending funeral within a three-day period

* clection.
] 8. Persoas on vacation (who by virtue of vacation plans will be
absent from their county of residence and unable to vote in person).

[ 19. Poll managers and county voter registration board members
and staff, and county election commision members and staff, working
on election day.

(Persons in this category are entitled to vote by absentee ballot whether
physically present inside or outside of their county of residence on elec-
tion day during the hours the polls are open.)

[ ] 10. Overseas citizens.

My home address in South Carolina as shown on my registration cer-
tificate is:

My absentee mailing address (address to which absentee ballot should
be mailed) is:

Signature
ra
*‘Social Security or Identification Number®’

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-444; 1953 (48) 423; 1971 (57) 85; 1975 (59) 815; 1982 (62) 1964; 1984
Act No. 266; 1984 Act No. 402,

Effects of Amendments—

The 1982 amendment deleted the provisions for voting by persons in the profession of ministry,
teaching, medical in box number 9 to 8, and added box number 9 concerning poll managers and
the county voter registration board staff workers. The amendment also made changes to the ap-
plication form following box number 9.

§ 7-15-350. Verification of registration.

Upon the receipt of a completed application form from any person,
qualified to receive an absentee ballot.under the provisions of § 7-15-320.
the registration board shall verify if such applicant is registered in the
precinct of his residence. If no record of such applicant’s registratior,
is found, the board shall immediately forward to such applicant a registra
tion form as provided in § 7-15-120. When any such person is subse
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quently found to be registered, the board of registration shall insure his
receipt of a ballot as provided in this article,
HISTORY: 1982 (62) 1964.

Attorney General’s Qpinions

If a person attempting to vote by
absentce ballot is not on the list of persons
entitled to vote by absentee ballot, it would
be grounds to challenge the ballot. Op. At-
ty. Gen. to Ms. Eloise P. Kirkland, May
28, 1976.

§ 7-15-360. Furnishing ballots and envelopes.

The board of registration of each county shall be furnished by the commis-
sioners of election of the county or the county committee for each political party
holding a primary a sufficient number of ballots and envelopes not to exceed
fifteen percent of the number of registered voters in that county to enable the
board of registration to deliver such materials to qualified electors desiring to
vote by absentee ballot.

HISTORY: 1982 (62) 1964

§ 7-15-365 Ballots and instructions furnished by county board of registration,

The board of registration of each county must be furnished by the municipal
election commission of each municipality holding an election or the executive
committee of a municipal party holding a primary, a sufficient number of
ballots, envelopes, and instructions to the absentee voter not to exceed fifteen
percent of the number of registered voters in the municipality and sufficient
postage to enable the board of registration to deliver materials to qualified elec-
tors desiring to vote by absentee ballot. The envelope required by item (4) of
Section 7-15-370 must bear the return address of the county board of registration.

HISTORY: 1984 Act No. 266.

§ 7-15-370. Furnishing ballots and envelopes; duties of county registra-
tion board.

Upon receipt of the ballots and envelopes, the county registration board
shall as soon as possible furnish the following items to each person
qualified to receive an absentee ballot and who has validly completed
a written application for an absentee ballot:

(1) One of each ballot to be used in the election;

(2) Printed instructions as to the marking, folding and return of each
ballot and as to the signing {and return) of the cath;

(3) An unmarked envelope in which all completed ballots are to be
placed;

(4) A return-addressed envelope imprinted on the back with the oath
set forth in § 7-15-385 to be used for the return of the unmarked envelope
(and enclosed ballots) to the board of registration;
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(5) Any additional oath, instructions or information necessary to enable
such absentee ballot applicant to execute and return a ballot legally ac-
ceptable by the officials charged with conducting such election.

The Board of registration shall record in the record book required by
§ 7-15-330 to be kept by the board the date such materials are requested
by written application and the date they are issued to the qualified elec-
tor. Election materials which are mailed shall be sent to the voter’s
absentee mailing address.

HISTORY: 1982 (62) 1964

Cross references—
As to notice that an absentee ballot will not be counted because of
irregularities, see § 7-15-420.

§ 7-15-375. Return envelope for absentee ballot.

The return-addressed envelope required by item (4) of § 7-15-370 to
be sent to each absentee ballot applicant shall have printed on its face
in the upper left hand corner the words ‘Absentee ballots for
County, {county seat), South
Carolina.” All blanks on the face of the envelope shall be filled in by
the county board of registration prior to the issuance of the ballot to
the absentee ballot applicant. On the back shall appear blanks which
the voter shall fill in with his name and address.

HISTORY: 1982 (62) 1964.

§ 7-15-380. Oath of absentee ballot applicant.

The oath, which is required by § 7-15-370 to be imprinted on the return-
addressed envelope, furnished each absentee ballot applicant, shall be
signed by the absentee ballot applicant and witnessed. The address of
the witness shall appear on the oath. The oath shall be in the following
form:

I hereby swear (or affirm) that I am duly qualified to vote at this elec-
tion according to the Constitutionion of the State of South Carolina,
that I have not voted during this election, that the ballot or ballots con-
tained in this envelope is my ballot and that I have received no assistance
in-voting my ballot that I would not have been entitled to receive had
I voted in person at my voting precinct.

Signature of Voter

Dated on this day of 19

Signature of Witness

161 . Address of Witness



HISTORY: 1982 (62) 1964

Cross references—
As to not counting a ballot in absence of the oath, see § 7-15-420

§ 7-15-385. Marking ballot; return; records; storage.

Upon receipt of the ballot or ballots the absentee ballot applicant shall
mark each ballot on which he wishes to vote and placed each ballot in
the single unmarked envelope which in turn shall be place in the return-
addressed envelope. The applicant shall then return such return- addressed
envelope in compliance with the instructions received by him with the
ballot. Signed and witnessed on each return envelope shall be the oath
set forth in § 7-15-380. The board of registration shall record in the record
book required by § 7-15-330 to be kept by the board the date the return-
ed addressed envelope with witnessed oath and enclosed ballot or ballts
is received by the board. The board shall then securely store such
envelopes in a locked box or boxes within the office of the registration
board.

HISTORY: 1982 (62) 1964

§7-15-390. Absentee balloting in primary and special; municipal elec-
tions; ,

Absentee balloting in the primary, special and municipal election must
be in accordance with the provisions of Title 7.

HISTORY: 1982 (62) 1904, 1984 Act. No. 266

Cross references—
As to municipal elections, generally, see §§ 7-5-610 et seq.

§7-15-395. Responsibilities of political parties; expenses.

Any political party conducting a primary in this State is responsible
for carrying out the provisions of this article by making ballots and elec-
tion material available so that the persons named in §7-15-320 may be
enabled to vote in primary elections. All expenses incurred by any political
party in conducting elections subject to the provisions of this articlc shall
be borne by such political party.

HISTORY: 1982 Act No. 280, §1, eff February 24, 1982.

§ 7-15-400. Special write-in absentee ballot.

{A) A qualified absentee elector as provided in subsection (C) of this
section may apply not earlier than ninety days before an election for a
special write-in absentee ballot. This ballot must be used for each
general and special election and primaries for federal offices, statewide
offices, and members of the General Assembly.
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(B) The application for a special write-in absentee ballot may be
made on the federal post card application form or on a form prescribed
by the State Election Commission.

(C) In order to qualify for a special write-in absentee ballot, the
voter must state that he is unable to vote by regular absentee ballot or
in person due to requirements of military service or due to living in
isolated areas or extremely remote areas of the world. This statement
may be made on the federal post card application or on a form
prepared by the State Election Commission and supplied and returned
with the special write-in absentee ballot.

(D) Upon receipt of this application, the County Board of Registra-
tion shall issue the special write-in absentee ballot which must be
prescribed and provided by the State Election Commission. The ballot
shall list the offices for election in the general election. It may list the
candidates for office if known at the time of election. This ballot shall
permit the elector to vote by writing in a party preference for each
office, the names of specific candidates for each office, or the name of
the person whom the voter prefers for each office.

ARTICLE 7
ABSENTEE VOTING PRECINCTS
§7-15-410. Absentee voting precinct shall be established in each county;
location.

In each county there must be established an absentee voting precinct
located in the office of the county board of registration. The county elec-
tion commission, municipal election commission, county committee for
each political party, or executive committee of each municipal party in
the case of primary elections is responsible for the tabulation and repor-
ting of ballots at the absentee voting precinct. The absentee ballots must
remain in the custody of the county board of registration until transfer-
red to the county election commission, municipal election commission,
county committee for each political party or executive committee of each
municipal party for the purpose of tabulation and reporting as provid-
ed in Section 7-15-420.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-450.1; 1971 (57) 97; 1982 (62) 1964; 1984
Act. No. 266 :

Effect of Amendments—
The 1982 amendment substantially rewrote this section.
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Attorney General’s Opinions

If a person attempting to vote by
absentee ballot is not on the list of
persons entitled to vote by absentee
ballot, it would be grounds to
challenge the ballot. Op. Atty. Gen.
to Ms. Eloise P. Kirkland, May 28,
1976.

§7-15-420. Receipt, tabulation and reporting of absentee ballots.

The county election commission, municipal election commission, coun-
ty committee for each political party, or executive committee of each
municipal party in the case of primary elections shall be responsible for
the tabulation and reporting of absentee ballots. At the time of the clos-
ing of the polls, the managers appointed pursuant to Section 7-13-70 shall
begin the process of tabulating the absentee ballots by making certain
that each oath has been properly signed and witnessed and includes the
address of the witness. No ballot may be counted unless the oath is pro-
perly signed and witnessed nor may any ballot be counted which is receiv-
ed by the county registration board after time for closing of the polls.
The printed instructions required by item (2) of Section 7-15-370 to be
sent each absentee ballot applicant must notify him that his vote may
not be counted in either of these events. If a ballot is not challenged,
the sealed return-addressed envelope must be opened by the managers,
and the enclosed unmarked envelope removed and placed in a locked
box or boxes until the polls close. After all return-addressed envelopes
have been emptied in this manner, the managers must remove the ballots
contained in the unmarked envelopes, placing each one in the ballot box
provided for the applicable contest. When all absentee ballots have been
placed in the ballot boxes, they must be tabulated and reported as a
separate precinct in the same manner as other ballots of the county are
counted on election day. The absentee voter precinct is a countywide
precinct and a part of each election district in the county. If any ballot
is challenged the return-addressed envelope may not be opened, but must
be put aside and the procedure set forth in Section 7-13-830 must be utiliz-
ed; but the absentee voter must be given reasonable notice of the chal-
lenged ballot,

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-450.2; 1971 (57) 97;
1980 (61) 1335; 1982 (62) 1964; 1984 Act No. 266
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Effect of Amendments—

The 1980 amendment eliminated the requirement that the final tabula-
tion of absentee ballots be included in the totals of the resident precinct
of the absentee voter.

The 1982 amendment substantially rewrote this section.

Cross References—
As to procedure for issuance, marking and return of absentee ballots,
see §7-15-200 et. seq.

Attorney General’s Opinion

Use of a voting machine to record absentee ballot is not on the list of
absentee ballots as they are received persons entitled to vote by absentee
is not authorized by Title 7 of the ballot, it would be grounds to
Code Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Joseph challenge the ballot. Op. Atty. Gen.
S. Mendelson, May 13, 1980. to Ms. Eloise P. Kirkland, May 28,

If a person attempting to vote by 1976.

§ 7~15-430. Absentee voters shall be noted on registration
lists; voting by persons who have been issued absentee
ballots,

Prior 10 the distribution of voter registration lists to the various
precincts, the election commissioners shall note opposite the name
of each registered voter who has voted by absentee ballot the fact
of such voting or that an absentee ballot has been issued to a
voter, as the case may be.

No voter whose name is so marked on the registration list as
having voted shall be permitted to vote in person in his resident
precinct and no voter who has been issued an absentee ballot may
vote whether such ballot has been cast or not, unless he shall
furnish to the officials of his resident precinct a certificate from the
county election commission that his absentee ballot has been
returned to the commission unmarked. e :

Should any voter be issued an absentee ballot after the registra-
tion board has released the registration books to be used in the elec-
tion to the county election commission, municipal election com-
mission, county committee, executive committee of any municipal
party, or poll managers, the board of registration shall immediate-
ly notify in writing the county election commission, municipal elec-
tion commission, county committee, executive committee of any
municipal party, or poll manager, as the case may be, of the name,
addresses, and certificate number of each voter who has since been
issued an absentee ballot and the registration books must be ap-
propriately marked that the voter has been issued an absentee ballot.
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Effect of Amendments—

The 1982 amendment substituted “‘county board of registration’’ for
‘“‘election commissioners’’ in the first paragraph substituted ‘‘county
board of registration’’ for ‘‘county election commission’’ in the second
paragraph and added the third paragraph.

Cross references—
As to the effect of a voter receiving an absentee ballot, see §7-15-430.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 450.3; 1971 (57) 97; 1982 (62) 1964; 1984 Act.
No. 266.

Attorney General’s Opinions

If a person attempting to vote by challenge the ballot. Op. Atty. Gen.
absentee ballot is not on the list of to Ms. Eloise P. Kirkland, May 28,
persons entitled to vote by absentee 1976.

ballot, it would be grounds to

§ 7-15-440. List of persons issued and who cast absentee
ballots.

The county election commission shall, after each election, pre-
pare a list of all persons to whom absentee ballots were issued and
all persons who cast absentee ballots. The list so compiled shall be
made available for public inspection upon request.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23.450 4; 1971 (57) 97.

Cross references —
As to transmission of list of persous regisiered to vote and requesting absentee
ballots, see § 7-15-190.

7-15-450. Application of article.
This article shall apply to political parties conducting a primary and
any other authorities conducting an election.

HISTORY 1962 Code § 23-450.5; 1975 (59) 815; 1982 (62) 1964

CHAPTER 17
Canvass of Vote; Certificates and Records of Results

AaTicLe 1. County Boards of Canvassers.
ARTICLE 3. Board of State Canvassers; Duties of Secretary of State,
ARTICLE 5. Provisions Applicable to Primary Flections.
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ARTICLE 1
Counry Boarps oF CANVASSERS

Skc.

7-17-10. Meeting and organication of coanty boards of canvassers.
7-17-20. Canvass of voles.

7-17-30. Protests and contests.

7-17-40. Poll lists shall accompany balluts in protests,

7-17-50. Hearings on protests or contests.

7-17-60. Right to and notice of appeal from decision of county hoard.
7-17-70. Heaning of appeals.

7-17-80. Statements and returns.

7-17-90. Duplicate statements shall be filed with clerk of county,
7=17-100. Separate statements of votes given for cach candidate,

§ 7-17~10. Meeting and organization of county boards of
canvassers.

The commissioners of election for Governor, Lieutenant Gover-
nor, State officers, circuit solicitors, members of the ‘General
Assembly and county officers or any of such officers shall meet in
some convenient place at the county seat on the Thursday next
following the election, before one o'clock in the afternoon of that
day, and shall proceed to organize as and shall be the county
board of canvassers. They may appoint some competent person as
secretary. The chairman shall then proceed to administer the
constitutional oath to each member of the board, as canvassers,
and shall administer the constitutional oath to the secretary, and
the secretary shall administer to the chairman the same oath that
he shall have administered to the other members of the board.
The commissioners of election for members of Congress and
presidential electors or any of such officers shall likewise meet at
the same time at the county seat and shall in like manner proceed
to organize as and shall be the county board of canvassers for the
election of the Federal officers aforesaid.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-451; 1952 Code § 23-451; 1942 Code § 2310; 1952
Code § 2310; Civ. C. '22 § 244; Civ. C. '12 § 242; Civ. C. "02 § 216; G. S.
220; R. S. 174; 1882 (17) 1119; 1968 (55) 2316,

Cross references—
As to the State Board of Canvassers, see §§ 7-17-210 et seq.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections §§ 299-301, 306.
29 CJS, Elections § 256.
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CASE NOTES

This article governs the election for new
counties. State v Moore, 54 SC 556, 32 SE
700 (1899); Segars v Parrott, 54 SC 1, 31
SE 677, 865 (1898).

New elections held not required. — A
new election, asserted to be required
because of the alleged disappearance of six
ballots, was in fact not required, where the
State Board of Canvassers erred in finding
the evidence as to the lost ballots uncon-

§ 7-17-20. Canvass of votes.

troverted, the physical evidence also
yielding the reasonable inference that there
were no missing ballots, since all reasonable
inferences must be drawn in favor of the
validity of contested elections. Trapp v.
South Carolina Board of State Canvassers,
273 SC 163, 255 SE2d 670 (1979).

Cited in Smith v Saye, 130 SC 20, 125
SE 269 (1924).

The county board of canvassers, respectively, shall then proceed

to canvass the votes of the county and make such statements of
such votes as the nature of the election shall require no later than
noon on the Saturday next following the election and at such time
shall transmit to the State Board of Canvassers tie results of their
findings.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-452; 1952 Code § 23-452; 1942 Code § 2311; 1932

Code § 2311; Civ. C, '22 § 245; Civ. C. 12 § 243; Civ. C. '02 §217; G. S.
121; R. S. 175; 1882 (17) 1119, 1170, 1172 § 3; 1968 (55) 2316.

Croas references—

As 1o mandatory recount in certan elections, see § 7-17-280.

Research and Practice References—

26 Am Jur 2d, Elections §§ 40, 45, 298-302,

ALR and L Ed Annotations—
588.

Power to enjoin canvassing votes and declaring result of election. 1 ALR2d

CASE NOTES

County Board of Canvassers should
have held hearing on challenges that
certain voters were not residents of
precinct in which they voted where
challenger, precinct manager, was
present for purposes of sustaining
challenges and thus, requirement of
§ 7-13-830 was meq; challenger does not
forfeit his right to challenge by failing 1o
appear at meeting about which he was
not told; thus, where Board did not give
usual notice of its meeting, challenged
ballots must be canvassed afier notice to
all interested parties; State Board of’
Canvassers' finding that evidence was
uncontroverted that 15 ballots had been
cast in given precinct, but in fact poll list
and ballots established that only 9 vates
were cast, must be reversed, and since all

reasonable inferences must be drawn in
fuvor of validity of contested election,
choice between two inferences must be
made in favor of validity of contested
election. Trapp v South Carolina Board
of State Canvassers (1979, SC) 255 SE2d
670, )

A candidate’s challenge to results of an
election to fill two vacancies on the coun-
ty school board was timely even though it
did not comply with the filing requirements
of § 7-17-30 where the County Board of
Canvassers had failed te canvass the votes
or make a declaration of the results as re-
quired by §7-17-20 and where the challenge
had been filed prior to the county board’s
denial of the candidate’s protest, which was
the only official action ever taken by the
county board relative to the election; the
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election was properly invalidated on the
ground that the *‘vote for two, strike two'”
voting instructions were violative of
§7-13-1120 since they imposed full slate
voting. Sims v. Ham, 275 SC 369, 271, SE
2d 316 (1930)

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS
Annexatton elections — Of this chapter
only Code 1962 §§ 23-451 and 23-453
“Code 1976 §§ 7-17-10 and 7-17-30 and this
section (Code 1962 § 23-452 Code 1976 §
7-17-20 applicable to annexation elections.

1963-64 Ops. Atty. Gen., No. 1615 p. 32.

§ 7-17-30. Protests and contests.

The county boards shall decide all cases under protest or
contest that may arise n their respective counties in the case of
county officers and less than county offices. Any such protest or
contest shall be filed in writing with the chairman of the board,
together with a copy for each candidate in the race, by noon
Monday following the day of the declaration by the board of the
result of the elecuon. Provided, however, that service upon the
chairman may be perfected by depositing with the county shenff
one copy of the protest, together with a copy for each candidate in
the race. The sherill shall take immediate steps to deliver such
copies to the chairman. The protest shall contain each ground
thereof concisely stated separately. The chairman of the board
shall forthwith serve upon each candidate in the protested race a
copy of the protest and serve a notice of the time and place of the
meeting of the board for the purposes of hearing the protest.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-453; 1952 Code § 23-453; 1942 Code § 2311; 1952

Code §2311; Civ. C. '22 § 245; Civ. C. '12 § 243; Civ. C. '02 § 217; G. §.
121; R. S. 175; 1882 (17) 1119, 1170, 1172 § 3; 1968 (55) 2316; 1974 (58)

2124.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am fur 2d, Elections § 331.
29 CJS, Elections § 237¢(1).

Y Am Jur Pl & Pr Forms (Rev ed), Elections, Forms 71 et seq. {election

contest).

CASE NOTES

Right of appeal from decisions of board
ol county canvassers to the Board of State
Canvassers is secured, Segars v Parrott, 54
SCL, 31 SE 677, 865 (1898). See also, Blake
v Wadker, 23 SC 517 (1885); State v Moore,
54 SC 556, 32 SE 700 (1899).

The Board acts judicially. State v
Walker, 5SC 263 (1874); State v Cockrell,
(184%); 1 McC (12 CL) 52; State v Bruce,
3 Brev (5 SCL) 264, (1812).

And its decisions are conclusive until
revised or set aside by the proper authorities
— State v Bruce, 3 Brev (5 1812 SCL) 264;
State v Deliesseline, 1 McC (12 SCL) 52;
State v Cockrell, 2 Rich 1845 (31 SCL) 6;
State v Walker, 5 SC 263 (1874).

In the rendition of a decision the majori-
ty of a quorum is sufficient. State v
Deliesseline, 1 McC (12 SCL) 52, (1821).

But a single member of the Board can-
not act as the Board. State v Nerland, 7 SC
241 (1976).

Secondary evidence may be received or
lost or destroyed ballots — State v Nerland,
7 SC 241 (1876).

For additional related cases, see Ex parte
Whipper, 32 5C 5, 10 SE 379 (1890); State
v Chairman of County Canvassers, 4 SC
485 (1873).

Unsuccessful candidate for county office
who failed to file timely protest with county
board of canvassers was barred from bring-
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ing mandamus action for recount of vote.
Smith v Hendrix 265 SC 417, 219 SE 2d 312
(1975).

Issues as to the sufficiency of ballot ques-
tions for constitutional amendments are
subject to the protest and appeal procedure
provided in the election laws, including the
time for and forum in which protests and
appeal are to be brought, Taylor v Roche
(271 8C 505, 248 SE 2d 580.

A candidate’s challenge to results of an
vlection to fill two vacancies on the coun-
1y schoo! board was timely even though it
did not comply with the filing requirements
of §7-17-30 where the County Board of

Canvassers had failed to canvass the votes
or make a declaration of the results as re-
quired by § 7-17-20 and where the challenge
had been filed prior to the county board’s
denial of the candidate’s protest, which was
the only official action ever taken by the
county board relative to the election; the
election was properly invalidated on the
ground that the ““vote for two. strike two™
voting instructions were violative of §
7-13-1120 since they imposed full state
voting. Sims v Ham (1980, SC) 271 SE 2d
316 (1980, SC) 271 SE2d 16. 275 SC 369,
271 SE 2d 316 (1980).

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINIONS

Annexation elections—Of this chapter,
only this section and 7-17-20 and 7-17-30
are applicable to annexation elections.
1963-64 Ops. Att’y Gen., No 1615, p 32,

Referendums under Home Rule Act not
canvassed by State Board. — Referendums

held pursuant to the Home Rule Act would
not be classified at general elections, and
hence the results of the election would not
be canvassed by the Board of State Can-
vassers. 1974-75 Op. Att’y Gen., No. 4103,
p. 181,

§ 7-17-40. Poll lists shall accompany ballots in protests.

The poll list of cach polling place in a general, specal or
primary election shall accompany the ballots, printouts or other
form of voter tabulation in cach proceeding in which the votes cast
at such polling place are involved 1n a protest.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-453.01; 1973 (58) 1859.

§ 7—17-—50. Hearings on protests or contests.
The board shall hear the protest or contest on Thursday follow-

ing the deadline for filing same. l'estimony at the hearing of the
protest shall be limited to the grounds stated in the written
protest.

The protestant and each other candidate in the protested race
shall have the right 1o be present at the hearing, to be represented
by counsel, to examine and cross-examine witnesses and to pro-
duce evidence relevant to the grounds of the protest.

The chairman of the board shall provide for and conduct the
hearing as nearly as possible in accordance with the procedures
and rules of evidence observed by the circuit courts of this State,
The chairman shall have authority to administer oaths and sub-
poena witnesses. Upon the conclusion of the hearing of the
protest, the board shall determine all issues by majority vote and
forthwith certify the resulis of the election.

The board shall remain in session until a conclusion has been
reached. All candidates in the protested or contested race and the
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chairman of the Suate Board of Canvassers shall be immediately
notified of the board’s decision.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-453.1; 1968 (55) 2316.

§ 7=17-60. Right to and notice of appeal from decision of
county board.

The decision of the county board may be appealed to the State
Board of Canvassers by any candidate adversely affected thereby.
Notices of such appeal and the grounds thereof shall be made not
later than noon Monday next following such decision by serving
such notices on the chairman of the State Board. Provided, that
service may be perfected by depositing at the office of the Chief of
the State Law-Enforcement Division a copy of the grounds of
appeal. A sufficient number of copies to be served upon all
candidates in the protested race shall also be delivered to the
county sheriff. Such officers shall take all steps necessary to deliver
the notices to the respective parties.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-453.2; 1968 (55) 2316.

CASE NOTES

Code 1962 § 10-2256 was inapplicable to
election contest where unsuccessful can-
didate, seeking second recount of close
vote, failed to obtain prior permission of
circuit court, and failed to properly pur-
sue statutory remedy provided by Code
1962 §§ 23-453 and 23-453.2. Smith v. Hen-

drix, 265 SC 417, 219 SE 2d (1975).

Unsuccessful candidate for county office
who failed ti file timely protest with coun-
ty board of canvassers was barred from
bringing mandamus action for recount of
vote. Smith v. Hendrix 265 SC 417, 219 SE
2d (1975).

§ 7-17-70. Hearing of appeals.

The State Board shall meet in Columbia not later than noon
Wednesday next following the filing of any notice perfected under
§ 7-17-60 for the purpose of hearing appeals. The appellant and
each other candidate in the protested race shall have the right to
be present at such hearing, to be represented by counsel and to
be heard on the merits of the appeal. The State Board shall be
bound by the facts as determined by the county board. Provided,
however, that if in the opinion of at least two members of the
State Board such facts should be reviewed, then a hearing de novo
shall be held by the State Board. In the event of such review, the
State Board may receive any new evidence or exhibits as it shall in
its discretion deem necessary to determine the appeal. The State
Board shall remain in session until all such appeais have been
disposed of.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-453.3; 1968 (55) 2316.
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§ 7-17-80. Statements and returns.

The boards of county canvassers shall make such statements of
the votes of the precincts of each county as the nature of the
election shall require, within ten days from their first meeting, and
shall transmit to the Board of State Canvassers any protest and all
papers relating to the election.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-454; 1952 Code § 23-454; 1942 Code §2311; 1932

Code §2311; Civ. C. '22 §245; Civ. C. ’12 § 243; Civ. C. '02 §217; G. S.
121; R. 8. 175; 1882 (17) 1119, 1170, 1172 § 3; 1968 (55) 2787.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 237(4).

ALR and L Ed Annotations—
Power to enjoin canvassing votes and declaring result of election. 1 ALR2d
588.

§ 7-17-90. Duplicate statements shall be filed with clerk of
county.

Except in the case of the election for electors for President and
Vice-President, duplicate statements shall be made and filed in the
office of the clerk of the county or, if there be no such clerk duly
qualified according to law, in the office of the State Election
Commission.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-455; 1952 Code § 23-455; 1942 Code § 2312; 1932

Code §2312; Civ. C. 22 § 246; Civ. C. '12 § 244; Civ. C. '02 § 218; G. S.
122; R. S. 176; 1882 (17) 1119, 1170, 1172 § 3; 1971 (57) 85.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 237(4).

§ 7-17-100. Separate statements of votes given for each
candidate.

The board of county canvassers shall make separate statements
of the whole number of votes given in the precincts of each county
for representatives in Congress and separate statements of all
other votes given for other officers. Such statements shall contain
the names of the persons for whom such votes were given and the
number of votes given for each, which shall be written out in
words at full length.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-456; 1952 Code § 23-456; 1942 Code § 2313; 1932

Code §2813; Civ. C. *22 § 247; Civ. C. *12 § 245; Civ. C. '02 §219; G. S.
123; R. S. 177; 1882 (17) 1118, 1170, 1172 § 3; 1968 (55) 2787.

Research and Practice References—
29 CIS, Eleciions § 237(4).
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ARTICLE 3

BoOARD OF STATE CaNVASSERS; DUTIES OF SECRETARY OF
STATE

Sec.

7-17-210. State Election Commission constitutes Board.

7-17-220. Meeting of Board.

7-17-280. Power 10 adjourn; procedure when all certified statements have not
been received.

7-17-240. Board shall make certified statement of all votes cast.

7-17-250. Board shall declare persons elected and decide contested or protesied
cases; appeals.

7-17-260. What protested or contested cases shall be decided by State Board;
filing and service.

7-17-270. Hearing of protest or contest; procedure at hearing; notice of deci-
sion; appeals.

7-17-280. Mandatory recounts.

7-17-290. Centificate of determination shall be delivered (o Secretary of State,

7-17-300. Secretary of State shall record result of canvass.

7-17-310. Copies of determinations transmitted to persons elected and Gover-
nor.

7-17-320. Statements shall be printed in public newspapers.

7-17-330. Certain certificates of election shall be sent to Congress.

7-17-340. Record of elected county officers.

§ 7-17-210. State Election Commission constitutes Board,
The State Election Commission shall, ex officio, constitute the
Board of State Canvassers.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-471; 1952 Code § 23-471; 1942 Code § 2318; 1932
Code § 2318; Civ. C. '22 § 252; Civ. C. '12 § 250; Civ. C. '02 § 224; G. S.
128; R. 5. 182; 1882 (17) 1120 § 41; 1968 (55) 2316.

Croas references—

As to Board of State Canvassers being ex officio the State Board of Voting
Machine Commissioners, see § 7-13-1610.

As to the creation of the State Election Commission, see § 7-5-10.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 236.

§ 7=-17-220. Meeting of Board.

The Board of State Canvassers shall meet at the office of the
Election Commission within ten days after any general election for
the purpose of canvassing the vote for all officers voted for at such
election, including the vote for the electors for President and Vice-
President, and for the purpose of canvassing the vote on all
Constitutional Amendments and questions and other issues.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-473; 1952 Code § 23-473; 1942 Code § 2317; 1952

Code § 2317; Civ. C. '22 § 251; Civ. C. ’12 § 249; Civ. C. '02 § 2283; G. S.
127; R. S. 181; 1882 (17) 1120; 1968 (55) 2316; 1974 (58) 2188.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 236.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'’S OPINIONS

To permit the Board of State
Canvassers 10 convene a meeting by way
of a conference telephone call with each
member at his residence rather than at
the office of the Election Commission
would be in contravention of Code 1962
§ 23-472 [local law], as amended.
1974-75 Ops Aty Gen,No 4213, p. 256,

of a conference telephone call with each
member at his residence rather than at
the office of the Flection Commission
would be in contravention of Section
23-472[1976 Code § 7-17-220], Code of
Laws of South Carolina, 1962, as
amended. 1976-77 Op Aty Gen, No
77-175, p 137.

To permit the Board of State
Canvassers [0 convene a meeting by way

§ 7-17-230. Power to adjourn; procedure when all certified
statements have not been received.

The Board shall have power to adjourn from day to day for a
term not exceeding fifteen days. In case all the certified statements
for the election of electors for President and Vice-President shall
not have been received on the day set for the meeting of the
Board, the Board may adjourn from day to dav until the same
shall have been received, not exceeding five days; and if at the
expiration of four days cerufied copies of the statements of the
county canvassers shall not have heen received from any county,
the Board shall proceed to canvass upon such of the statements as
shall have been received.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-474; 1952 Code § 23-474; 1942 Code §§ 2323, 2339;

1932 Code §§ 2323, 2339; Civ. C. '22 §§ 257, 272; Civ. C. "12 §§ 255, 269;
Civ. C. '02 §§ 229, 242; . S. 133, 146; R. S. 187, 200; 1882 (17) 1123.

CASE NOTES

The time fixed by the statute within which the boards are required
1o discharge their duties neccessilates that the amount of time allowed
for the production of witnesses and the hearing of the appeal be within
the Board’s discretion. State v. State Board of Canvassers, 86 SC 451,
68 SI: 676 (1910).

§ 7-17-240. Board shall make certified statement of all
votes caslt.

The Board when thus formed shall, upon the certified copies of
the statements made by the boards of county canvassers, proceed
to make a statement of the whole number of votes given at such
election for and against constitutional amendments and other
questions and issues and for the various ofhcers, including clectors
for President and Vice-President and for each of them voted for,
distinguishing the several counties in which they were given. They
shall certify such stalements 1o be correct and subscribe the same
with their proper names.
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HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-475; 1952 Code § 23-475; 1942 Code § 2320; 1932
Code § 2320; Civ. C. '22 § 254; Civ. C. '12 § 252; Civ. C. '02 § 226; G. §.
130; R. S. 184; 1884 (17) 1120 § 43; 1974 (58) 2187.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Eleciions § 237(4).

§ 7-17-250. Board shall declare persons elected and decide
contested or protested cases; appeals.

Upon such statements the Board shall then proceed to deter-
mine and declare what persons have been duly elected to such
offices. The Board shall act in an appellate judicial capacity in all
cases contested or protested that come before it on appeals from
county boards of canvassers.

Appeals from decisions of the State Board shall be taken directly
to the Supreme Court on petition for a writ of certiorari only
based on the record ot the State Board hearing and shall be
granted first priority of consideration by the Court. Notice of
appeals shall be served within ten days of the Board's decision.
Provided, however, that when a contest or protest concerns the
election of a State Senator, appeals troin decisions of the State
Board shall be only to the Senate and when the election of a
member of the House of Representatives is concerned, the appeal
shall be only to the House of Representatives.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-476; 1952 Code § 23-476; 1942 Code § 2322; 1932
Code § 2322; Civ. C. *22 § 256; Civ. C. '12 §254; Civ. C. '02 §228; G. S.
132; R. 5. 186; 1882 (17) 1120; 1968 (55) 2316; 1974 (58) 2182.

Cross references—
As to the coumy board of canvassers, see §§ 7-17-10 ¢t seq.

Research and Practice References-—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elecuions § 358.
29 CJS, Elections § 237(1),
9 Am Jur Pl & Pr Forms {Rev ed), Elections, Form 177 (appeal bond).

CASE NOTES
1. In general. Nor does titie 1o office depend on
2. Nature and functions of board. the decision of the Board of State
8. Review and revision of decisions of Canvassers where such title is not con-
board. tested.—Ex parte Smith, 8 SC 495

4. —In election of State Senators. (1877).

Electiuns will not be invalidated be-
cause of immaterial inegularity.—State
v Harmon, Chev (25 SCL) 265, Wright

1. In general v State Board of Canvassers, 76 SC

When the State Board on appeal
declines 1o act, or is equally divided on
the question appealed, the decision of
the county board of canvassers stands.
State v Walker, 5 SC 263 (1874).

574, 57 SE 536 (1907).

2. Nature and functions of board

The Board of State Canvassers is, by
the express language of this section
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[Code 1962 § 23-4764, a judicial tribu-
nal. Redfearn v Board of State Can-
vassers, 234 SC 1138, 107 SE2d 10
{1959),

Which performs both judicial and
ministerial duties.—Two separate and
abstract duties are set out for the State
canvassers to perform, one of which is
ministerial and the other judicial. 1f
there is no appeal from the county
board of canvassers, then the duty re-
quired by the Board of State Canvass.
ers is ministerial, Ex parte Ellior, 83
SC 602, 12 SE 423 (1890). See also,
State v Hayne, 8 SC 367 (1876); Ex
parte Mackey, 15 SC 322 (1881),

It is an appellate wribunal.—In the
sense of the act, the Board is not an
inferior court but is, in itself, an appel-
late tribunal. Ex parte Whipper, 32 SC
5, 10 SE 579 (1890).

3. Review and revision of decisions of
board

Decisions are final.—The decisions
of the State Board of Canvassers are
final and cannot be reviewed by appeal
to the Supreme Court. Ex parte Riggs,
52 SC 298, 29 SE 645 (1B98), cited
with approval in Segars v Parrout, 54
SC 1, gl SE 677, 865 (1898); Ex parte
Whipper, 32 SC 5, 10 SE 579 (1890).

Unless findings of fact are wholly
unsupported by evidence.—The Su-
reme Court will not review findings of
act by the Board of State Canvassers
unless such findings are wholly unsup-
ported by the evidence. Redfearn v
Board of Siuate Canvassers, 234 SC
113, 107 SE2d 10 (1959).

And the action of the Board cannot
be reviewed or revised by mandamus,
Ex garte Scarborough, 34 SC 18, 12
SE 666 (1891).

Unless it is o enforce a duty of
Board which is purely ministerial. —Ex
parte Mackey, 15 SC 322 (1881); State
v Jones, B3 SC 432, 65 SE 444 (1909).

But its decisions may be reviewed by
certiorari.—At the most the decisions
of the Board of State Canvassers can
be reviewed by the Supreme Court
under a writ of certiorari issued by thag
court for errors of law. Ex parte Riggs,
52 SC 298, 29 SE 645 (1898).

A decision of the Board of State
Canvassers is subject to review on cer-
tiorari as to errors of law only. Redf-
earn v Board of State Canvassers, 254
SC 113, 107 SE2d 10 (1959).

Remedy in cases of illegal or erro-
neous returns.—Ilt may be that if the
return of the commissioners of elec-
lions is illegal or erroneous as a matter
of law, the remedy would be by writ of
certiorari as in the case of Ex parte
Riggs, 52 SC 298, 29 SE 645 (1898);
Segars v Parrott, 54 SC 1, 31 SE 677,
865 (1898).

But this does not include the action
of the county hoard of canvassers—
The action of the county board of
canvassers may be reversed on appeal
1o the State Board. The Supreme Court will
not issue a writ of certiorari to review the
county board’s action. State v Moore, 54
5C 556, 52 SE 700 (1899), '

The General Assembly has no power
either to set aside or disregard such
return of the Board, and until it is set
aside or annulled in some form of
Erocccding recognized by law, it must

e regarded as showing conclusively
the result of the elecuon. Segars v
Parrott, 54 SC 1. 31 SE 677, 865

Unsuccessful candidate for county
office who failed to file timely protest
with county board of canvassers was
barred from bringing mandamus action
for recount of vote. Smith v Hendrix
265 SC 417, 219 SE2d 312 (i975).

(1898}.

4. —In election of State Senators

Return of Board may be reviewed by
the State Senate in the election of
Senators.—Ex parte Scarborough, %4
SC 13, §2 SE 666 (1891). '

The power vested in the State Board
of Canvassers to decide as judicial offi-
cers who, in a given case, has received
the largest number of votes for the
office of State Senator, is subject to the
power vested in the Senate by the
Constitution to judge the election re-
turns and qualifications of its own
members. Anderson v Blackwell, 168
SC 137, 167 SE 30 (1933).
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§ 7-17-260. What protested or contested cases shall be
decided by State Board; filing and service.

The State Board shall decide all cases under protest or contest
that may arise in the case of Federa! officers, State officers and
officers involving more than one county. Any such protest or
contest shall be filed in writing with the chairman of the Board,
together with a copy for each candidate in the race, not later than
noon of the fifth day following the canvassing of the votes for such
offices by the Board; provided however, that service upon the
Board may be perfected by depositing at the office of the Chief of
the State Law-Enforcement Division a copy of the protest, to-
gether with a copy for each candidate in the race. The Chief shall
take immediate steps to deliver such copies to the chairman. The
protest shall contain each ground thereof concisely stated sepa-
rately. The chairman of the Board shall forthwith serve upon each
candidate in the protested race a copy of the protest and serve a
notice of the time and place of the meeting of the Board for the
purposes of hearing the protest.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-476.1; 1968 (55) 2316.

Cross references—
As 1o requirement that the poll lists accompany the ballots in election protests,
see § 7-17-40,

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 252,

§ 7-17-270. Hearing of protest or contest; procedure at
hearing; notice of decision; appeals.

The Board, acting in a judicial capacity, shall hear the protest or
contest not earlier than the fifth nor later than the tenth day
following receipt of such protest. Testimony at the hearing of the
protest shall be limited to the grounds stated in the written
protest.

The protestant and each other candidate in the protested race
shall have the right to be present at the hearing, to be represented
by counsel, to examine and cross-examine witnesses and to pro-
duce evidence relevant to the grounds of the protest. The chair-
man of the Board shall provide for and conduct the hearing as
nearly as possible in accordance with the procedures and rules of
evidence observed by the circuit courts of this State. The chairman
shall have authority to administer oaths and subpoena witnesses.
Upon the conclusion of the hearing of the protest the Board shali
determine all issues by majonty vote and forthwith certify the
results of the election.
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The Board shall remain in session until a conclusion has been
reached. All candidates in the protested or contested race shall be
immediately notified of the Board's decisions.

Appeals from decisions of the State Board shall be taken directly
to the Supreme Court on petition for a writ of certiorari only
based on the record of the State Board hearing and shall be
granted first priority of consideration by the Court.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-476.2; 1968 (55) 2316; 1974 (58) 2197.

Research and Practice References~—
29 CJS, Elections §§ 254 et seq.

§ 7-17-280. Mandatory recounts.

Whenever the difference between the number of votes received by
a candidate who has been declared nominated for an office in a
primary election or who has been declared elected to an office in a
general election and the number of votes received by any other
candidate or candidates not declared so nominated or clected or
whenever the difference between the number of votes received by

. a candidate who received the least number of votes (o quality for a
runoff election and a candidate or candidates who did not so quality

“shall be not more than one percent of the total votes which were cast
for such office therein, the committee or board charged by law with
canvassing such votes shall order a recount of such votes to be made
forthwith unless such other candidate or candidates shall waive 2
recount in writing,

Whenever the difference between the number of votes cast in tavon
of and opposed to anv constitutional amendment. question or other
issue is not more than one percent of the total vote cast thereon. the
Board of State Canvassers shall order a recount of such votes (o be
made forthwith.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-476.3; 1964 (53) 1744; 1974 (58) 218Y; 1977 (69) 25.
Research and Practice References—

26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 295.

29 CJS, Elections §§ 289-.295.

9 Am Jur Pl & Pr Forms (Rev ed), Elections, Forms 121 vt seq. (recounting
ballots and recanvassing returns),

Attorney Generalf_s_ppinions

A recount is mandatory only when the
number of votes cast for one candidate and
the number of votes cast for any other can-
uidates is no more than one percent of the
total votes which were cast for that office.
Op. Atty. Gen. to Sherriff Ralph C.
Freeman, June 15, 1982,

For example, the total votes cast in

primary was 7,447 votes; one percent of
this total vote -would be seventy-five,
Therefore, a mandatory recount would be
necessary if there were seventy-five votes
between the winner of the primary and any
other candidate. Op. Atty. Gen. to Sheriff
Ralph C. Freeman, June 15, 1982,
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§7-17—290. Certificate of determination shall be delivered
to Secretary of State.

The Board shall make and subscribe, on the proper statement, a
certificate of their determination and shall deliver the same to the
Secretary of State.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-477; 1952 Code § 23-477; 1942 Code § 232); 1932

Code §2321; Civ. C, '22 § 255; Civ. C. "12 § 253; Civ. C. 02 §227; G. §.
113; R. S. 185; 1882 (17) 1120 § 44.

Cross references—
As to the Secretary of Siate, generally, see §§ 1-5-10 el seq.

§ 7-17-300. Secretary of State shall record result of can-
vass.

T'he Secretary of Siate shali record in his office, in a book to be
kept by him for that purpose, each certified statement and deter-
mination which shall be delivered to him by the Board of State
Canvassers and ecvery dissent or protest that shall have been
delivered to him by a canvasser,

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-478; 1952 Code § 23-478; 1942 Code § 2325; 1932

Code § 2325; Civ. C. '22 § 259; Civ. C. '12 § 257, Civ. C. '02 §231; G. S.
135; R. §. 189; 1882 (17) 1121 §48.

Cross references—As to certification determination of presidential electors, see §7-19-70.

§ 7-17-310. Copies of determinations transmitted to per-
sons elected and Governor.

The Secretary of State shall, without delay, transmit a copy,
under the seal of his othce, of such certified determination to each
person thereby declared to be elected and a like copy to the
Governor.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-479; 1952 Code § 23-479; 1942 Code §§ 2326, 2341;
1932 Code §§ 2326, 2341; Civ. C. '22 §§ 260, 274; Civ. C. 12 §§ 257, 271;
Civ. C. '02 §§ 231, 244; G. S. 135, 148; R. S. 189, 202; 1882 (17) 1121,
1123; 1968 (55) 2316.

CASE NOTES

The certificuie here provided for is  certificate be refused, a right to a seat
nut the only evidence of election to the may be shown otherwise. Stale v
House of Representatives, and if such  Hayne, 8 SC 367 (1876).

Cross references—As to the transmittal of copies of certified determinations as to
presidential electors, see §7-19-70.

§7-17-320. Statements shall be printed in public newspapers.

The Secretary of State shall cause a copy of such certified
statements and determinations to be printed in one or more
public newspapers of this State.
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HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-480; 1952 Code § 23-480; 1942 Code § 2327; 1932
Code §2327; Civ. C. "22 § 261; Civ. C. '12 § 259; Civ. C. "02 § 233; G. §.
137; R.S. 191; 1882 (17) 1121 § 50.

§ 7-17-330. Certain certificates of election shall be sent to
Congress.

The Secretary of State shall preparc a general certificate, under
the seal of the State and attested by him as Secretary thereof,
addressed to the House of Representatives of the United States in
that Congress for which any person shall have been chosen, of the

due election of such person as Representative of this State n
Congress and shall transmit the same to such House of Represent-

atives at their first meeting.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-481; 1952 Code § 23-481; 1942 Code § 2328; 1932
Code § 2328; Civ. C. '22 § 262; Civ. C. '12 § 260; Civ. C. "02 §234 G. S.
198; R. S. 192; 1882 (17) 1121 § 51.

§ 7-17-340. Record of elected county officers.

The Secretary of State shall enter in a book to be kept in his
office the names of the respective county officers elected in this
State, specifying the counties for which they were severally elected,
their place of residence, the ofhice for which they were respectively
elected and their term of office.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-482; 1952 Code § 23-482; 1942 Code § 2329; 1932
Code § 2329; Civ. C. '22 § 263; Civ. C. '12 § 261; Civ. C. '02 § 235; G. S.
139; R. S. 193; 1882 (17)' 1121 § 52.

ARTICLE B

ProvisioNs APPLICABLE TO PRIMARY ELECTIONS

Sec.

7-17-510. Canvass and declaration of results by county and State committees,

7-17-520. Protests and contests generally; filing and service.

7-17-530. Hearing by county executive committee.

7-17-540. Right to and notice of appeal from decision of county executive
committec.

7-17-550. Heariug of appeals by State executive committee.

7-17-560. Siate executive commiltee to hear certain protests and contests; place
of hearing; filing; notice and service.

7-17-570. Procedure for hearing protest or contest; notice of decision.

7-17-580. Appeal of protests and contests in municipal primaries.

7-17-590. Board of State Canvassers for Municipal Primaries.

7-17-600. No candidate shall be declared nominated in frst primary without
majority vote.

7-17-610. What constitutes majority vote,

7-17-620. Unopposed candidates declared nominees.
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§ 7=17-510. Canvass and declaration of results by county
and State committees.

The county committees shall assemble at their respective court-
houses on the morning of the second day after the election at
eleven in the forenoon to tabulate the returns and declare the
results of the primary, so far as it relates to members of the
General Assembly and county officers and shall forward immedi-
ately to the State chairman at Columbia the result of the election
in their respective counties for United States Senator, State offi-
cers, congressmen and solicitors. The State committee shall pro-
ceed to canvass the vote and declare the result of the primary in -

the State as to such last named officers.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-491; 1952 Code § 23-491; 1950 (46) 2059.

Cross references—

As to mandatory recount in certain elections, see § 7-17-280.

ALR and L Ed Annotations—

Power 1o enjoin canvassing voles and declaring result of election. 1 ALR2d

588.
CASE NOTES
The state committee properly (he statutory process pertaining o
excluded cerrain ballots that were  primary  elections; under  such
found outside ballot buxes where the circumstances, the state committee

requirement directing that such votes be
dectded at a meeting held pursuant o
§ 7-17-510 was not fulfilled. Gregory v
South Carolina Democratic Executive
Committee 271 SC-364, 247 SE 2d 439
(1978).

Failure of counly committee to
declare results. The failure of a
county cmnm'mee to declare the results
of a primary election and o instead take
the unauthorized siep of ordering
another primary election short-circuited

correctly assumed jurisdiction over the
election, including conducting a recount
of the ballots ane holding a hearing to
consider protesis; such hearing was
properly held de nove, even though
the record was technically flawed in that
it did not reflece that 18 members
affirmatively voted for review. Gregory
v South Carolina Demaocratic Executive
Committee. 271 SC 364,247 SE 2d 439
(1978).

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

New election held not required. — A
new election, usserted to be required
because of the alleged disappearance of
six ballots, was in {act not required,
where the State Board of Canvassers
erred in finding the evidence us to the
lost ballots uncontroverted, the physical

evidence also yielding the reasonable
inference that there were no missing
ballots, since all reasonable inferences
must be drawn in favor of the validity of
contested elections. Trapp v South
Carolina Board of Canvassers, 273 SC
163,255 SE 2d 269 (1979)
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§ 7-17-520. Protests and contests generally; filing and ser-
vice.

The protests and contests in the case of county officers, less
than county officers and members of the State House of Repre-
sentatives shall be filed in writing with the chairman of the county
party executive committee, together with a copy for each candidate
in the race not later than noon Monday following the day of the
declaration by the county committee of the result of the election.
Provided, however, that service may be perfected by depositing
with the county sheriff one copy of the protest for the chairman to
be served by him, together with a sufhcient number of copies to
be served upon all candidates in the protested or contested race.
The sheriff shall take immediate steps to deliver such copies to the
chairman. The protest shall contain each ground thereof concisely
stated separately. The chairman shall forthwith serve upon each
candidate in the protested race a copy of the protest, and serve a
notice of the time and place of the meeting of the executive
committee for the purpose of hearing the protest.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-492; 1952 Code § 23-492; 1950 (46) 2059; 1968 (55)
2316. .

Research and Practice References—

26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 319.

29 CJS, Elections §§ 120 et seq.

9 Am Jur Pl & Pr Forms {Rev ed), Elections, Forms 71 et seq. (election
contest).

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

Protests and contests with respect to  State commitiee. 1965-66 Ops. Att'y
State Senators must be filed with the Gen., No 2076, p 171.
State committee and decided by the

§ 7=17-530. Hearing by county executive committee.

The executive committee shall hear the protest or contest on
Thursday following the deadline for filing same. Testimony at the
hearing of the protest shall be limited to the grounds stated in the
written protest.

The protestant and each other candidate in the protested race
shall have the right to be present at' the hearing set by the
committee, to be represented by counsel, to examine and cross-
examine witnesses and to produce evidence relevant to the
grounds of protest.

The chairman of the committee shall provide and conduct the
hearing as nearly as possible in accordance with the procedures
and rules of evidence observed by the circuit courts of this State.
The chairman shall have authority to administer oaths and sub-
poena witnesses. Upon the conclusion of the hearing on the
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protests the committee shall determine all issues by majority vote
and forthwith certify the results of the election.

The committee shall remain in session until a conclusion has
been reached. All candidates in the protested or contested race
and the chairman of the State executive committee shall be
immediately notified of the decision.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-492.1; 1968 (55) 2316,

Research and Practice References—
29 C]S. Elections § 127,

§ 7-17-540. Right to and notice of appeal from decision of
county executive committee.

The decision of the county executive committee may be ap-
pealed to the State executive committee by any candidate ad-
versely affected thereby. Notice of such appeal and the grounds
thereof shall be made not later than three o'clock P.M., Friday
next following such decision by serving such notice on the chair-
man of the State committee. Provided, that service may be per-
fected by depositing at the office of the Chief of the State Law-
Enforcement Division a copy of the notice and grounds of appeal.
A sufficient number of copies to be served upon all candidates in
the protested race shall also be delivered to the county sheriff.
Such officers shall take all steps necessary to deliver the notices to
the respective parties.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-492.2; 1968 (55) 2316.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 128,

§ 7-17-550. Hearing of appeals by State executive commit-
tee.

The State executive committee shall meet in Columbia not later
than twelve noon, Saturday next following the filing of any notice
perfected under § 7-17-540, for the purpose of hearing appeals.
The appellant and each other candidate in the protested race shall
have the right to be present at such hearing, to be represented by
counsel and to be heard on the merits of the appeal. The State
committee shall be bound by the facts as determined by the
counly committee. Provided, however, that if in the opinion of at
least eighteen members of the State committee such facts should
be reviewed, then a hearing de novo shall be held by the State
committee. In the event of such review, the State committee may
receive. any new evidence or exhibits as it shall in its discretion
deem necessary to determine the appeal. The State committee

shall remain in session until all such appeals have been disposed
of.
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HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-492.3; 1968 (55) 2316.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 128.

CASE NOTES

Failure of county committee to
declare results. — The failure of a
county committee to declare the results
of a primary election and to instead take
the unauthorized step of ordering
another primary election short-circuited
the statutory process pertaining to
primary elections: under  such
circumstances, the state committee
correctly assumed jurisdiction over the

election, including conducting a recount
of the ballots and holding a hearing to
consider protests; such hearing was
properly held de novo, even though the
record was technically flawed in that it
did not reflect that 18 members
affirmatively voted for review. Gregory
v South Carolina Democratic Executive

Committee, 271 SC 364, 247 SE 2d 439
(1978).

§ 7-17-560. State executive committee to hear certain pro-
tests and contests; place of hearing; filing; notice and
service.

The State executive committee shall meet in Columbia at such
place as may be designated by the chairman to hear and decide
protests and contests that may arise in the case of Federal officers,
State ofhicers and officers involving more than one county. Any
such protest or contest shall be filed in writing with the chairman
of the committee, together with a copy for each candidate in the
race, not later than noon on Monday following the canvassing of
the votes for such officers by the committee; provided, however,
that service upon the chairman may be perfected by depositing at
the office of the Chief of the State Law-Enforcement Division a
copy of the protest, together with a copy for each candidate in the
race. The Chief shall take immediate steps to deliver such copies

-to the chairman. The protest shall contain each ground thereof
concisely stated separately. The chairman of the committee shall
forthwith serve upon each candidate in the protested race a copy
of the protest and serve a notice of the time and place of the
meeting of the committee for the purposes of hearing the protest.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23.492.5; 1968 (55) 2316.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 128.

§ 7~17-570. Procedure for hearing protest or contest; no-
tice of decision,

‘The executive committee shall hear the protest or contest on
Thursday following the deadline for filing the same. Testimony at
the hearing shall be limited to the grounds stated in the written

rotest.
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The protestant and each other candidate in the protested race
shall have the right to be present at the hearing, to be represented
by counsel, to examine and cross-examine witnesses and to pro-
duce evidence relevant to the grounds of the protest. The chair-
man of the committee shall provide for and conduct the hearing as
nearly as possible in accordance with the procedures and rules of
evidence observed by the circuit courts of this State. The chairman
shall have authority to administer oaths and subpoena witnesses.
Upon the conclusion of the hearing of the protest the committee
shall determine all issues by majority vote and forthwith certify the
results of the election,

‘The committee shall remain in session until a conclusion has
been reached. All candidates in the protested or contested race
shall be immediately notified of the committee’s decision.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-492.6; 1968 (55) 2316.

Pesearch and Practice References—
29 (]S, Elections § 128.

§ 7-17-580. Appeal of protests and contests in municipal
primaries.

In every political primary election held by any political party,
organization or association in any of the cities or towns of this
State for the purpose of choosing candidates for offices therein or
the election of delegates to conventions thereof, the decision of
any protest or contest that may arise shall be subject to appeal to
the Roard of State Canvassers of Municipal Primaries of this State
herein provided for, and upon such appeal it shall be the duty of
the committee or canvassing officers from whose decision such
appeal may be made to transmit to said Board any protest and all
papers relating o the election, with a copy of any evidence taken
before them within ten days from their first meeting to canvass the
returns of managers of such election.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-493; 1952 Code § 23-493; 1950 (46) 2059.

Research and Practice References—
29 C}JS, Elections § 128.

§ 7-17-590. Board of State Canvassers for Municipal Pri-
maries.

The State executive committee of every political party in this
State which may have such a committee shall immediately after its
appointment elect from its body a committee of one from each
congressional district which shall constitute the Board of State
Canvassers for Municipal Primaries, each of whom, before hearing
any appeal, shall take and subscribe an oath that he will fairly,
impartially and honestly decide such an appeal. The Board shall,
upon collection by their chairman of the estimated amount of the
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expenses of such appeal from the person or persons making it,
decide as judicial ofhcers all cases under protest or contest that
may come before them on appeal from any decision of such
committees or canvassing officers from whose decisions appeal is
made upon the papers transmitted to them by such committees or
canvassing officers, and the person or persons declared by the
Board to be nominated at such election shall be the nominee or
nominees of such political party in the respective elections for
which such nominations were made. Any vacancies in said Board
shall be filled by the State executive committee or, in case it
should not be in session, by the chairman of the State executive
committee. The members of said board shall serve until the
meeting of the next State executive committee. A majority of the
members of the Board shall constitute a quorum at any meeting.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-494; 1952 Code § 23-494; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7-17-600. No candidate shall be declared nominated in
first primary without majority vote.

No candidate shall be declared nominated in a first primary
election unless he received a majority of the votes cast for the
office for which he was a candidate. The question of a majority
vote shall be determined by the number of votes cast for any
particular office and not by the whole number of votes cast in the
primary.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-496; 1952 Code § 23-496; 1950 (46) 2059.

Research and Practice References—
29 (]S, Elections § 119(4).

§ 7-17-610. What constitutes majority vote.

It is the intent of the South Carolina General Assembly that the
following method be used in determining what candidates have
received a majority vote for a particular office and are thereby
entitled to be nominated on the first ballot according to the terms
of §§ 7-17-600 and 7-13-50.

(1) If a candidate for a single office is to be selected, and there
is more than one person seeking nomination, the majority shall be
ascertained by dividing the total vote cast for all candidates by
two. Any excess of the sum so ascertained shall be a majority, and
the candidate who obtains a majority shall be declared the nomi.-
nee.

(2) If nominees for two or more offices (constituting a group)
are to be selected, and there are more persons seeking nomination
than there are offices, the majority shall be ascertained by dividing
the total vote cast for all candidates by the number of positions to
be filled, and by dividing the result by two. Any excess of the sum
so ascertained shall be a majority, and the candidates who obtain a
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majority shall be declared the nominees in the first primary. If
more candidates obtain a majority than there are posiutons to be
filled, those having the highest vote (equal to the number of
positions to be filled) shall be declared the nominees.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-496.1; 1972 (57) 3087.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 328.
29 CJS, Elections § 119(4).

Attorney General’s Opinions
When all the candidates received a ma-
jority vote, the two candidates receiving the
highest number of votes would be declared
the nominees. Op. Atty. Gen. to Hon.
Eugene S. Blease, June 6, 1976.

§ 7-17-620. Unopposed candidates declared nominees.

All unopposed candidates in primary elections shall be declared
the nominees of the party by the respective State or county
comrnittecs.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23497, 1952 Code § 23-497; 1950 (46) 2059.

Research and Practice References—

29 CJ8, Elections § 119(4).

§ 7-17-700. Continuation of Protests in Primary or Nonpar-
tisan election.

If any candidate in a primary or nonpartisan election dies after the
election but before the time for filing a protest or dies after a protest has
been timely filed, his political party or a representative duly appointed
by the court may file or continue the protest on his behalf. The
authority reviewing the protest may then certify the results and deny
the protest or uphold the protest in which case it must order a new
election. In this event, additional filings of candidacy will be allowed
and a new election held in the manner the authority responsible for
conducting the election provides.

§ 7-17-710. Continuation of protest in general elections.

If any candidate in a special or general election dies after the election
but before the time for filing a protest or dies after a protest has been
timely filed, his political party or a representative duly appointed by
the court may file or continue the protest on his behalf. The authority
reviewing the protest may then certify the results and deny the protest
or uphold the protest in which case it must order a new election. In this
event, additional filings of candidacy are allowed and a new election
held in the manner the authority responsible for conducting the elec-
tion provides. '
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CHAPTER 19
Special Provisions Applicable to Federal Elections

Sec.

7-19-10. Election of United States Senators.

7-19-20. Filling vacancies in office of United States Senator.

7-19-30. Election of Representatives in Congress.

7-19-40. Division of State into six congressional districts.

7-19-50. Each congressional district shall elect one member of Congress;
procedure after new apportionment.

7-19-60. Writs of election in case State is given more Representatives.

7-19-70. Election of presidential electors; certificates of appointment.

7-19-80. Candidate for elector shall declare for which candidates he will vote;
elector shall vote for candidates for whom he declared.

7-19-90. Meeting of eleciors; organization; balloting and certification of results.

7-19-100. Disposition of certificates and lists.

7-19-110. Compensation and expenses of electors.

7-19-120. Duties of State officials.

§ 7-19-10. Election of United States Senators.

A United States Senator shall be elected at the general election
next preceding the expiration of the term of any United States
Senator from this State.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-551; 1952 Code § 23-551; 1942 Code § 2331; 1932
Code § 2331; Civ. C. "22 § 264; 1914 (29) 592; 1942 (42) 1520.

§ 7-19-20. Filling vacancies in office of United States Sena-
tor.

In case of a vacancy in the office of United States Senator from
death, resignation or otherwise, the Governor may fill the place by
appointment which shall be for the period of time intervening
between the date of such appointment and January third following
the next succeeding general election. But in the event any such
vacancy shall occur less than one hundred days prior to any
general election, the appointment shall be for the period of time
intervening between the date of such appointment and January
third following the second general election next succeeding. The
Governor shall within five days after any such appointment order
an election to be held in connection with and at the time of the
general election immediately preceding the expiration date of such
appointment if at the expiration of such appointment an unex-
pired term shall remain.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-552; 1952 Code § 23-552; 1942 Code § 2331; 1832
Code § 2331; Civ. C. 22 § 264; 1914 (29) 592; 1942 (42) 1520.

§ 7=-19-30. Election of Representatives in Congress.

Representatives in the House of Representatives of the Con-
gress of the United States shall be chosen at each general election
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in the several congressional districts by the qualified voters
thereof.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-553; 1952 Code § 23-553; 1942 Code § 2932; 1932

Code § 2332; Civ. C. "22 § 265; Civ. C. "12 § 262; Civ. C. "02 § 236; G. S.
112; R. §. 184; 1882 (17) 1117 § 25.

Research and Practice References—
25 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 8.

ALR and L Ed Annotations—
State court jurisdiction over contest involving primary election for member of
Congress. 68 ALR2d 1320.

§ 7-19-40. Division of State into six congressional districts.

NOTE
Districts are defined by court action. Sec-
tion superseded by court order.

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

District representation by congress- the congressmen in this State contin-
men elected in 1970.—Inasmuch as a ued to represent the districts as they
1971 statute changing the boundaries existed at the time the congressmen
of congressional districts in South Car- were elected in 1970. 1970-71 Ops.
olina was intended to apply to the next Aty Gen., No 3218, p 201.
general election to be held in 1972,

§ 7-19~50. Each congressional district shall elect one mem-
ber of Congress; procedure after new apportionment.

Until the next apportionment be made by the Congress of the
United States, each of such congressional districts shall be entitled
to elect one member to represent this State in the Congress of the
United States. After such new apportionment by Congress the
General Assembly shall divide the State into as many congressio-
nal districts as the State is entitled to members in the House of
Representatives.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-555; 1952 Code § 23-555; 1942 Code § 2334; 1932
Code § 2334; Civ. C. "22 § 267; Civ. C. '12 § 264; Civ. C. '02 § 238; G. S.
142; R. S. 196; 1882 (17) 1122 § 5.

Cross references—
As to when appertionment takes effect, see SC Const, Art 3, § 5.

Research and Practice References—

25 Am Jur 2d, Elections §§ 13, 30, 34, 35.

26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 370.

29 CJS, Elections § 54.

9 Am Jur Pl & Pr Forms (Rev ed), Elections, Forms 7, 8 (complaint in federal
court to compel constitutional apportionment of legislative districts).
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© §7-19-60. writs of election in case State is given more
Representatives.

In case the Congress of the United States shall by any new
apportionment give to this State more than six members of the
House of Representatives and the General Assembly shall not be
in session, the Governor shall by proclamation issue writs of
election for congressmen at large, one or more, as the case may
be.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 28-556; 1952 Code § 23-556; 1942 Code § 2935; 1982

Code § 2836; Civ. C. '22 § 268; Civ. C. '12 § 265; Civ. C. '02 § 238; G. S.
142; R. S. 196; 1882 (17) 1122 § 5.

§ 7-19=70. Election of presidential electors; certificates of
appointment.

Unless otherwise provided, the election of presidential electors shall be con-
ducted and the returns made in the manner prescribed by this chapter for the
election of state officers.

The names of candidates for electors of President and Vice President
nominated by any political party recognized in this State under § 7-9-10 or by

- a valid petition shall be printed on the ballot. In place of their names, in accor-
dance with the provisions of § 7-13-320, there shall be printed on the ballot
names of the candidates for President and Vice President of each political par-
ty recognized in this State and the names of any petition candidates for Presi-
dent and Vice President. A vote for the candidates name on the ballot shall
be a vote for the electors of the party by which those candidates were nominated
or electors of petition candidates whose names have been filed with the Secretary
of State. '

Upon receipt of the certified determination of the Board of State Canvassers
and delivered to him in accordance with § 7-17-300, the Secretary of State, under
his hand and the seal of his office, as required by § 7-17-310. shall certify to
the Governor the names of the persons elected to the office of elector for Presi-
dent and Vice President of the United States, as stated in the certified deter-
mination, who shall be deemed appointed as electors.

It shall be the duty of the Governor, as soon as practicable after the conclu-
sion of the appointment of the electors pursuant to the laws of the State pro-
viding for the election and the appointment of the electors, to communicate
by registered mail under the seal of the State to the Administrator of general
Services a certificate of appointment of the electors, setting forth the names
of the electors and the canvass or other ascertainment under the laws of this
State of the number of votes given or cast for each person for whose appoint-
ment any and all votes have been given or cast. It shall also thereupon be the
duty of the Governor to deliver to the electors of the State, on or before the
day on which they are required by law to meet, six duplicate originals of the
same certificate under the seal of the State. If there shall have been any final
determination in the manner provided for by law of a controversy or contest
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concerning the appointment of all or any of the electors, it shall be the duty
of the Governor, as soon as practicable after the determination, to communicate
under the seal of the State to the Administrator of General Services a certificate
of such determination.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § £3-557; 1952 Code § 28-557; 1942 Code § 2336; 1932
Code § 2336; Civ. C. '22 § 269; Civ. C. '12 § 266; Civ. C. '02 § 239; G. S.
143; R. S. 197; 1882 (17) 1122 § 56; 1961 (52) 246.

Effects of Amendments—

The 1982 amendment deleted the first paragraph as it appears in the parent volume, and inserted
the first three paragraphs to provide the names of candidates of a recognized political party for
President and Vice President of the United states be placed on the ballot and that vote for them
shall be a vote each elector nominated by the political party.

Research and Practice References—

25 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 9.

§ 7-19-80. Candidate for elector shall declare for which
candidates he will vote; elector shall vote for candidates for
whom he declared.

Each candidate for presidennal and vice-presidential elector
shall declare which candidate for president and vice-president he
will vote for if elected. Those elected shall vote for the president
and vice-president candidates for whom they declared. Any person
selected to fill a vacancy in the electoral college shall vote for the
candidates the elector whose place he is taking had declared for.
The declaration shall be made to the Secretary of State on such
form as he may require not later than sixty days prior to the
general election for eleciors. No candidate for president and vice-
president elector shall have his name placed on the ballot who
fails to make such declaration by the prescribed time. Any elector
who votes contrary to the provisions of this section shall be
deemed guilty of violating the election laws of this State and upon
conviction shall be punished according to law. Any registered
elector shall have the right 1o institute proper action to require
compliance with the provisions of this section. The Attorney
General shall institute criminal action for any violation of the
provision of this section. Provided, the executive committee of the
party from which an elector of the electoral college was elected
may relieve the elector from the obligation to vote for a specific
candidate when, in its judgment, circumstances shall have arisen
which, in the opinion of the committee, it would not be in the best
interest of the State for the elector to cast his ballot for such a
candidate.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-557.1; 1971 (57) 270.
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§ 7-19-90. Meeting of electors; organization; balloting and
certification of results.

The electors for President and Vice President shall convene at
the capitol, in the office of the Secretary of State, at eleven in the
forenoon, on the first Monday after the second Wednesday in
December next following their appointment, and shall proceed to
c¢ffect a permanent organization by the election of a president and
secretary from their own body. The electors shall next proceed to
fill by ballot and by plurality of votes all vacancies in the electoral
college occasioned by the death, refusal to serve, or neglect to
attend, of any elector. The electors shall then and there vote by
ballot for President and Vice President, one of whom at least shall
not be an inhabitant of the same State with themselves.

The electors shall make and sign six certificates of all the votes
given by them for President and Vice President, each of which
certificates shall contain two distinct lists, one of the votes for
President and the other for Vice President, and shall annex to
each of the certificates one of the lists of the electors which shall
have been furnished to them by the Secretary of State by direction
of the Governor. The electors shall seal up separately the certifi-
cates and lists of the electors so made by them, and certify upon
each that the list of all the votes of the State given for President,
and of all of the votes given for Vice President are contained
therein.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23:558; 1952 Code § 23-558; 1942 Code § 2343; 1932
Code § 2343; Civ. C. "22 §276; Civ. C, "12 § 273; Civ. C. '02 § 246; G. S.
153; R. S. 204; 1882 (17) 1124 § 66; 1885 (19) 25 § 1; 1889 (20) 365; 1936
{39) 1651; 1961 (52) 246.

§ 7-19-100. Disposition of certificates and lists.

The electors shall dispose of the certificates so made by them
and the lists attached thereto in the following manner:

First. They shall forthwith forward by registered mail one of the
certificates and lists to the President of the Senate at the seat of
government.

Second. Two of the certificates and lists shail be delivered to the
Secretary of State of South Carolina, one of which shall be held
subject to the order of the President of the Senate, and the other
shall be preserved by him for one year and shall be a part of the
public records of his office and shall be open to public inspection.

Third. On the day thereafter they shall forward by registered
mail two of the certificates and lists to the Administrator of
General Services at the seat of government, one of which shall be |
held subject to the order of the President of the Senate.

Fourth. They shall forthwith cause the other of the certificates
and lists to be delivered to the judge of the district in which the

electors shall have assembled.
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HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-559; 1952 Code § 23-559; 1942 Codée § 2345; 1932
Code § 2345; Civ. C. 22 § 278; Civ. C. "12 § 275; Giv. C. 02 § 248; G. §S.
155; R. S. 206; 1882 (17) 1124 § 68; 1889 (20) 365; 1961 (52) 246.

§ 7-19-110. Compensation and expenses of electors.

Every elector for this State for the election of a president and vice-president
of the United States who shall attend at any election of those officers and give
his vote at the time and place appointed by law shall be entitled to receive for
his attendance at such election and for traveling to and from his place of
residence by the most usual route the regular mileage, subsistence an per diem
allowance authorized for state boards, committees and commissions to be paid
from appropriations to the office of the Secretary of State.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-563; 1952 Code § 23-563; 1942 Code § 2349; 1932
Code § 2349; Civ. C. 22 § 282; Civ. C. 12 § 279; Civ. C. '02 § 252; G.S. 159;
R.S. 210; 1882 (17) 1125; 1915 (29) 178; 1982 (62) 2086.

Effect of Amendments—

The 1982 amendment substituted the present provision for payment of the
regular mileage, susistence and per diem allowance for the former provision
for payment of $5.00 per day and actual traveling expenses, paid by the State
Treasurer upon warrant of the Comptroller General.

§ 7-19-120. Duties of State officials.

The Governor, Secretary of State and other State officers shall
perform such duties and functions in respect to the election of
electors, the election of the President and Vice-President of the
United States and certification of electors and results of such
election as provided by the acts of Congress in relation thereto.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-564; 1952 Code § 23-564; 1942 Code § 2344; 1932

Code § 2344; Civ. C. '22 § 277; Civ. C. '12 § 274; Civ. C. '02 § 247; G. S.
154; R. S. 205; 1882 (17) 1124 § 67; 1889 (20) 365; 1936 (39) 1651.

CHAPTER 21

Special Provisions Applicable to Election of State
Senators and Members of House of Representatives
Sec.

7-21-10. No person shall seek more than one office of State Senator in any year.
7-21-20. Elections for State Senator shall be district-wide.

7-21-50. Application of provisions of this Title to office of State Senator and
member of House of Representatives.

§ 7-21-10. No person shall seek more than one office of
State Senator in any year.

No person shall be permitted to seek more than one office of
State Senator in any election year.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-281; 1966 (54) 2093.
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Cross references—
As to number of nominees for Senator from any one county, see § 7-11-60.
As to apportionment of Senate, see § 2-1-60 Editor's note.
As to time of election, see § 2-1-60 Editor's note.

As to election of Senators in single-county district to which more than one
Senator has been assigned, see § 2-1-60 Editor’s note.

As 1o residence requirement in multi-county district, see § 2-1-60 Editor's
note.

§ 7-21-20. Elections for State Senator shall be district-wide.

The election for the office of State Senator in all senatorial
districts shall be district-wide.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-282; 1966 (54) 2093,

§ 7-21-50. Application of provisions of this Title to office of
State Senator and member of House of Representatives.

All of the provisions of Title 7 of the 1976 Code governing a
State office shall apply to the offices of State Senator and of
member of the House of Representatives except in those instances
in which special provision is made for such offices and in those
instances such special provisions shall control.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-287; 1966 (54) 2093; 1974 (58) 2124,

CHAPTER 23
Election Expenses

Sec.
7-28-10. Expenses of general election officers.
7-28--20. Payment for notices of election.

7-23-40. "Expenses payable by counties.

7-23-10 Expenses of general election officers

Commissioners of state and county general elections shall receive as expenses
two hundred dollars per year, payable quarterly. Managers and clerks of general
elections shall receive a per diem as is provided in the annual state general ap-

propriations act. Each commissioner, manager, or clerk is entitled to mileage
as is provided by law for state employees.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-601; 1952 Code § 23-601; 1942 Code § 2316;
1932 Code § 2316; Civ. C. "22 § 250; Civ. C. "12 § 248; Civ. C. "02 §
222; G.S. 126, 152; R.S, 180; 1882 (17) 1100; 1883 (18) 260; 1966 (54) 2243;
1984 Act No. 288.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-650; 1957 (50) 671.

Research and Practice References—
29 CJS, Elections § 326.
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§ 7-23-20. Payment for notices of election.

Notices of election published in any public gazette or county
newspaper by authority of the proper board of election commis-
sioners, as required by law, shall be paid for at the rates pre-
scribed by law for legal notices.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-603; 1952 Code § 23-603; 1942 Code § 2316; 1952
Code § 2316; Civ. C. *22 § 250; Civ. C. '12 § 248; Civ. C. '02 § 22%; G. S.
126, 152; R. S. 180; 1882 (17) 1100; 1883 (18) 260.

§ 7-28-40. Expenses payable by counties.

. The governing bodies of the several counties shall audit and pay
all accounts for necessary expenses incurred by the commissioners
and managers of election for stationery, the making of election
boxes, rents and similar expenses in elections held in this State.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-605; 1932 Code § 23-605; 1942 Code § 2318; 1932
Code § 2316; Civ. C. "22 § 250; Civ. C. "12 § 248; Civ. C. "0% § 222; G. §.
126, 152; R. 8. 180; 1882 (l'o') 1100; 1883 (18) 260.

Cross references—
As to cost of acquiring votlng machines, sce § 7-13-1660.

CHAPTER 25
Offenses Against the Election Laws

Sec.

7-25-10. False swearing in applying for registration,

7-25-20. Fraudulent registration or voting.

7-25-50. Bribery at elections.

7-25-60. Procuring or offering to procure votes by bribery.

7-25-70. Procuring or offering to procure votes by threats.

7-25-80. Threatening, intimidating, or abusing voters.

7-25-90. [Repealed.}

7-25-100. Allowing ballot to be seen, removing ballot from voting place, im-
proper assistance, and related offenses.

7-25-110. Voting more than once at elections.

7-25-120. Impersonating a voter.

7-25-130. Arrest of person who impersonates a voter.

7-25-140. Copies of certain election laws may be posted.

7-25-150. Swearing falsely at elections or taking oath in another’s name,

7-25-160. Wilful neglect or corrupt conduct on part of managers.

7-25-170. Wilful neglect or corrupt conduct by officers other than managers.

7-25-180. Unlawful distribution of campaign literature.

7-25-190. Hlegal conduct at elections generally.

§ 7-25-10. False swearing in applyiﬁg for registration.

Any person convicted of false swearing in the making of an
apphication for registration shall be punished as for a misde-
meanor, ‘
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§ 7~-25-20. Fraudulent registration or voting.

Any person who shall fraudulently procure the registration of a
name on the books of registration, shall fraudulently offer or
attempt to vote such name or names, or shall fraudulently offer or
attempt to vote in violation of this Title or under any false
pretense as to any circumstances aﬂ'ecung his qualifications to vote

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS

City may not share expense of elec- allows a city to share or bear a portion
tion.—An annexation election is a ape- of this expense, the total expense must
cial election and, in absence of any be borne by the county, 1965-66 Ops.
statutory provision which permits or Au'y Gen., No 2160, p 290.

§ 7-25-50. Bribery at elecﬁon;.

If at any election held within this State, whether general, special
or primary, for members of the Congress of the United States,
members of the General Assembly of this State, sheriff, clerk,
judge of probate or other county officer, mayor and aldermen of
any city or intendant and wardens of any incorporated town or at
any other election held within this State, any person shall, by the
payment, delivery or promise of money or other article of value,
procure another to vote for or against any particular candidate or
measure, the person so promising and the person so voting shall
cach be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof,
shall, for the first offense, be fined in any sum not less than one
hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars and impris-
oned for any period of time not less than one month nor more
than six months, and, for the second offense, shall be fined in any
sum not less than five hundred dollars nor more than five thou-
sand dollars and imprisoned for any period of time not less than
three months nor more than twelve months.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-654; 1952 Code § 23-654; 1950 (46) 2059,

Croos references—
As to bribery and corruption of public officers, see §8 16-9-210 10 16-9-250.

As to bribery to obtain public office or accepting such bribes, see §§ 16-9-280
1o 16-9-500.

Research and Practice References—'26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 877.
29 C_]S Elections § 332.

CASE NOTES

" Activities of defendant, who induced
each voter to apply for absentee ballot
without regard to whether voter ac-
tuallymet requirements for absentee voting,
who was present when each voter marked
ballot and in some cases actually marked

ballot himself, who also provided voters
with varying quantum of advice, and who
personally paid each voter and collected
each absentee ballot, tainted federal elec-
tion process even though intended to in-
fluence only local election, and thus fell
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squarely within prohibition of federal vote-
buying statute. Voting Rights Act of 1965,
§ 11{c), 42 U.S.C.A. § 1973i(c).
U.S. v. Mason, 673 F. 2d 737 (1982)

To establish offense of vote-buying it is
not necessary for the government 10 prove
that vote-buying activities actually affected

and that such activity exposes federal
aspects of a mixed state/federal election to
possibility of corruption takes place and
whether or not the person participating had
a specific intent to expose the federal ac-
tion to such corruption Voting Rights Act
of 1965, § 11(c), 42 U.S.C.A. § 1973i(c).

United States v. Carmichael, 685 F, 3d 903

a federal contest, and a violation is
(1982).

established when the evidence shows that
a defendant bought or offered to buy a vote

§ 7-25-60. Procuring or offering to procure votes by brib-
ery.

If at any election, general, special or primary, any person shall
procure, or offer or propose to procure, another, by the payment,
delivery or promise of money or other article of value, to vote for
or against any particular candidate or measure or shall for the
consideration of money or other article of value paid, delivered or

_promised, vote or offer or propose to vote for or against any
particular candidate or measure, such person shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined and

imprisoned, at the discretion of the court.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-655; 1952 Code § 23-655; 1950 (46) 2059,

CASE NOTES

Activities of defendant, who induced
each voler to apply for abseniee ballot
without regard to whether voter actually
met requirements for absentee voting, who
was present when each voter marked ballot
and in some cases actually marked ballot
himself, who also provided voters with
varying quantum of advice, and who per-
sonally paid each voter and collected each
absentee ballot, tainted federal election
process even though intended to influence
only local election, and thus fell squarely
within prohibition of federal vote-buying
statute. Voting Rights Act of 1965, § 11(c),
42 U.S.C.A. § 1973i(c). i
United States v. Mason, 673 F. 2d 737
{(1982).

Although vote-buying in mixed
state/federal election alledgedly involved

only office of county sheriff, jurisdiction
lay under federal statute proscribing vote-
buying as there was possibility of corrup-
tion of the two federal contests in the
primary because many of the envelopes
containing absentee ballots were unsealed
when they were picked up from voters and
turned into one defendant and there was
testimony that such defendant and serveral
workers helped voters mark their absentee
ballots not only for sherriffs race but for
others as well and some of the 400 absentee
ballots received in precinct apparent were
voted in the congressional election. Voting
Rights Act of 1965, § 11(c), 42 U.S.C.A.
§ 1973 ().

United States v. Carmichael, 685 F. 2d 903
{1982).

§ 7-25-70. Procuring or offering to procure votes by

threats.

At or before every election, general, special or primary, any

person who shall, by threats or any other form of intimidation,
procure or offer or promise to endeavor to procure another to
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vote for or against any particular candidate in such election shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined
not less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred
dollars or be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than one
month nor more than six months, or be punished both by such
fine and such imprisonment, in the discretion of the court.

HISTORY: 1952 Code § 23-656; 1952 Code § 23-656; 1950 (46) 2059.

Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 383.
29 CJS. Elections § 333.

§ 7-25-80. Threatening, intimidating, or abusing voters.

If any person shall, at any of the elections, general, special or
primary, in any city, town, ward or polling precinct, threaten,
mistreat or abuse any voter with a view to control or intimidate
him in the free exercise of his right of suffrage, such offender shall
upon conviction thereof suffer fine and imprisonment, at the
discretion of the court.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-657; 1952 Code § 23-657; 1950 (46) 2059.

Cross references—

As to assault, etc., on account of political opinions or the exercise of civil
rights, see § 16-17-560.

As to discharging employees for political opinions or the exercise of civil
rights, see § 16-17-560.

As 10 ejecting a citizen from rented property because of political opinions or
the exercise of civil rights, see § 16-17-560,

Research and Practice References—
26 Am jur 2d, Elections § 383,
29 CJS, Elections § 333.

§ 7-25-90. Repealed by 1978 (61) 808.

§ 7-25-100. Allowing ballot to be seen, removing ballot
from voting place, improper assistance, and related offens-
es.

In any election, general, special or primary, any voter who shall
(a) except as provided by law, allow his ballot to be seen by any
person, (b) take or remove or attempt to take or remove any ballot
from the polling place before the close of the polls, (c) place any
mark upon his ballot by which it may be identified, (d) take into
the election booth any mechanical device to enable him to mark
his ballot or (e) remain longer than the specified time allowed by
law in the booth or compartment after having been notified that
his time has expired and requested by a manager to leave the
compartment or booth and any person who shall (a) interfere with
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any voter who is inside of the polling place or is marking his
ballot, (b) unduly influence or attempt to influence unduly any
voter in the preparation of his ballot, (¢) endeavor to induce any
voter to show how he marks or has marked his ballot or (d) aid or
attempt to aid any voter by means of any mechanical device
whatever in marking his ballot shall be fined not exceeding one
hundred dollars or be imprisoned not exceeding thirty days.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-659; 1952 Code § 23-659; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7-25~110. Voting more than once at elections.

If any person qualified by the Constitution and laws of this State
to vote at any general, special or primary election for a member of
the Congress of the United States, members of the General
Assembly, sheriff, clerk, judge of probate or any other county
officer, mayor and aldermen of any city or intendant and wardens
of any incorporated town or at any other election, whether gen-
eral, special or primary, held within this State shall vote more than
once at such election, for the same ofhce, such person so voting
more than once shall be fined or imprisoned at the discretion of
the judge before whom the case shall be tried.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-660; 1952 Code § 23-660; 1950 (46) 2059.

Research and Practice References—
26 Arn Jur 2d, Elecuons § 375.
29 CJS. Elections § 325.

§ 7-25-120. Impersonating a voter.

It shall be unlawful for any person to impersonate or attempt to
impersonate another person for the purpose of voting in any
election, general, special or primary, of this State, whether munici-
pal or State. Any person violating any of the provisions of this
section shall, upon conviction, be imprisoned at hard labor for a
period of not less than three months nor more than twelve months
or by a fine of not less than three hundred dollars nor more than
twelve hundred dollars, or both, at the discretion of the court.
When such person is placed under bond, such bond shall be in a
sum not less than six hundred dollars nor more than twelve
hundred dollars.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-661; 1952 Code § 23-661; 1950 (46) 2059.
Research and Practice References—
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 375.

§ 7-25-130. Arrest of person who impersonates a voter.

If any manager of election of this State report to the sheriff or
other peace officer that a person has violated § 7-25-120 such
peace officer shall arrest such person and have a proper warrant
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sworn out. Any sheriff or police officer refusing to make an arrest
when demand is made by the proper authorities for any violation
of §7-25-120 shall be subject to prosecution in the court of
general sessions for malfeasance in ofhce.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-662; 1952 Code § 23-662; 1950 {46) 2059.

§ 7-25-140. Copies of certain election laws may be posted.
The county committee in any party primary and the commis-
sioners of election or other electoral board in general and special
elections in their discretion may post, or cause to be posted, a
copy of §§ 7-25-120 to 7-25-140, printed on cardboard in as
large type as a board twelve by twelve inches will carry, in each
and every polling precinct.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-663; 1952 Code § 23-663; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7-25-150. Swearing falsely at elections or taking oath in
another’s name.

Any voter who shall swear falsely at any election, general,
special or primary, in taking the prescribed oath or shall imper-
sonate ancther person and take the oath in his name in order to
vote shall be guilty of perjury and be punished, upon conviction,
as for perjury.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-664; 1952 Code § 23-664; 1950 (46) 2059.

§ 7-25-160. Wilful neglect or corrupt conduct on part of
managers.

Any manager at any election, general, special or primary, in this
State who shall be guilty of wilfully violating any of the duues
devolved by law upon such position shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine
not to exceed five hundred dollars or imprisonment not to exceed
six months. And any manager who shall be guilty of fraud or
corruption in the management of such election shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined in a sum
not to exceed five hundred dollars or imprisoned for a term not to
exceed six months, or both, in the discretion of the court.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-665; 1952 Code § 23-665; 1950 (46) 2059.

Research and Practice References—

26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 376.
29 CJS, Elections §§ 325, 327.

§ 7-25-170. Wwilful neglect or corrupt conduct by officers
other than managers.

If any officer, other than a manager at any election, on whom
any duty is imposed by this Title, except under § 7-13-1170,
Articles 1 and 3 of Chapter 17 and Chapters 19 and 23, shall be
guilty: of any wilful neglect of such duty or of any corrupt conduct
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in executing it, and be thereof convicted, he shall be guilty of a
misdemeancr punishable by fine not exceeding five hundred dol-
lars or imprisonment at hard labor not exceeding one year.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-666; 1952 Code § 23-666; 1950 {46) 2059.

Research and Practice References—

26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 376.
29 CJS, Elections § 327.

§ 7=25-180. - Unlawful distribution of campaign literature.

It shall be unlawful on any election day within two hundred feet
of the building wherein a polling place is located for any person to
distribute any type of campaign literature or place any political
posters. The poll manager shall use every reasonable means 1o
keep the area within two hundred feet of the polling place clear of
political hiterature and displays, and the county and municipal law-
enforcement officers shall, upon request of a poll manager, re-
move or cause to be removed any material within two hundred
feet of a polling place distributed or displayed in violation of this
section.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-658.2; 1968 (55) 2316.
Related Local Laws—

For a local law pertaining to the distribution of campaign literature near voting
places in Greenwood County, see Local Law Index.

Crass references: As to unlawfully displaying, placing or affixing posters within right
of way, see §57-25-10.

§ 7-25-190. 1llegal conduct at elections generally.

Every person who shall vote at any general, special or primary
election who is not entitled to vote and every person who shall by
force, intimidation, deception, fraud, bribery or undue influence
obtain, procure or control the vote of any voter to be cast for any
candidate or measure other than as intended or desired by such
voter or who shall violate any of the provisions of this Title in
regard to general, special or primary elections shall be punished
by a fine of not less than one hundred nor more than one
thousand dollars or by imprisonment in jail for not less than three
months nor more than twelve months, or both, in the discretion of
the court.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-667; 1952 Code § 23-667; 1950 (46) 2059,

Cross references—

As 1o crimes and offenses, generally, see Title 16,

As to offense of betting on electicns, see § 16-19-90.

As to possession of voting machine key by unauthorized person, see § 7-13-
1910. '

As to tampering with voting machine, see § 7-15-1920.
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CASE NOTES

Activities of defendant, who induced
each voter to apply for absentee ballot
without regard to whether voter actually
met requirements for absentee voting, who
wis present when each voter marked ballot
and in some cases actually marked ballot
himself, who also provided voters with
varving quantum of advice, and who per-
sonally paid each voter and collected each
absentee ballot, tainted federal election
process even though intended to influence
only local election, and thus fell squarely
within prohibition of federal vote-buying
statute, Voting Rights Act of 1963, § 11(c),
42 U.S.C.A. § 1973i(c).

United States v. Mason, 673 F. 2d 737
(1982).

To establish offense of vote-buying it is
not neccessary for the government to pro-
ve that vote-buying activities actually af-
fected a federal contest, and a violation is
established when the evidence showes that
a defendant bought or offered to buy a vote
and that such activity exposes federal
aspects of a mixed state/federal election to
possibilly of corruption whether or not ac-
tual corruption takes place and whether or
not the person the person participating had
a specific intent to expose the federal ac-
tion to such corruption or possibly of cor-
ruption, Voting Rights Act of 1965, § 11(c)
42 U.S. C.A. § 1973i(c)

United States v. Carmichael, 685 F.2d 903
(1982).
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SPECIAL PROVISIONS AFFECTING
REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS

§ 15-1-20. Computation of time.

The time within which an act is to be done shall be computed by
excluding the first day and including the last; provided, however, that if
the last day of the period so computed is a Saturday, a Sunday, or a
legal holiday, such day shall be excluded and the time period shall run
until the end of the next day which is not a Saturday, a Sunday, or a
legal holiday.

HISTORY: 1980 Act No. 311, eff Feb. 13, 1980.

Effect of Amendments—
The 1980 amendment inserted the proviso at the end of the section in place of the words *If the
last day be Sunday it shall be excluded.”

§ 57-25-10. Unlawful to display, place or affix posters within
right-of-way.

It shall be unlawful for any person to display, place or affix a poster
within any right-of-way and visible from the main-traveled way of the
highway.

Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined not more
than one hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 33-551; 1973 (58) 247.

Cross references—
As to administrative regulations with respect to control of ourdoor advertising along interstate
and federal-aid primary highways, see Rules and Regulations, Highway Department.

§ 59-dl -370. Closing of schools and colleges on general election
ay.

All State-supported colleges and universities, technical education
centers and public schools shall be closed general election day in
November of each even-numbered year. This day shall not be consid-
ered as one of the regular school days for the year for public schools.
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 21-19.4; 1973 (58) 640; 1977 (60} 156.

Cross references—
As to special days to be observed in schools, see §§ 53-3-10 to 53-3-60.
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ALCOHOL AND ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES

§ 61-13-380. Unlawful sales during certain days or periods;
authority of Governor to proclaim such days or periods.

It shall be unlawful to sell any alcoholic liquors on Sunday, on

statewide election days, or during periods proclaimed by the Governor

in the interest of law and order or public morals and decorum. Full

authority to proclaim such periods is hereby conferred upon the

Governor in addition to all other powers in him now reposed.

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 4-102; 1952 Code § 4-102; 1945 (44) 337; 1956 (49) 1841, 1992; 1978

(61) 1514. )

Cross reference—
As to general laws in regard to Sundays and holidays, see Title 53.

Research and Practice References—
45 Am Jur 2d, Intoxicating Liquors §§ 276 et seq.
48 CIS, Intoxicating Liquors § 256.

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINION

This section by its express language prohib-  “minibottles” and “packaged liquors.” 1978
its the sale of alcoholic beverages, including Op. Atty. Gen., No. 78-121, p. 154.
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INDEX TO TITLE 7
ELECTIONS

Generally, §§ 7-1-10 et seq.
Abbeville County
- congressional district, § 7-19-40
- senalorial district, § 7-21-30
- voling precincts, § 7-7-3¢
Absence
- absentee registration and voting, infra
Absentee ballots
- absentee registration and voting, infra
Absentee registration and voting
generally, §§ 7-15-10 to 7-15-650
- absence from county of residence
- - American Red Cross, persons serving
with, infra this group
- - Armed Forces of the United States,
mermnbers of, infra this group
- - Merchant Marine of the United States,
members of, infra this group
- - students, infra this group
- - United Service Organizations, infra lhlS
group
- absentee ballots
- - application
- - - form, § 7-15-340
- - - personal application, § 7-15-330
- - - lime, § 7-15-330
- - County Election Commission, infra this
group
- list of persons issued and who cast
abseniee ballots, § 7-15-440
- qualifications to vote, § 7-15-320
- receipt, tabulation and reporting, § 7-
15-420
- voting by persons issued absentee bal-
lots, § 7-15-430
absentee voting precincts
generally, §§ 7-15-410 1o 7-15-450
- absentee ballots, supra this group
- absentee voters noted on regisiration
lists, § 7-15-430
- application of article, § 7-15-450
- county, precincts established in each,
§ 7-15-410
- location, § 7-15-410
- registration lists, noting of absentee
voters on, § 7-15-430
absentee voting. Voting, infta this group
American Red Cross, persons servmg
with
- - absence from county of residence, § 7-
15-320
- - - dependents, § 7-15-320
- - - spouses, § 7-15-320
- - dependents qualified to register by ab-
sentee method, § 7-15-110
American Red Cross, persons serving
with—Cont’d
- spouse qualified 1o register by absentee
method, § 7-15-110
application for absence ballot. Absence
ballots, supra this group

]
i

Absentee registration and voting—Cont'd

- Armed Forces of the United States, mem-
bers of

- - absence from county of residence, § 7

15-320
- - - dependents of members, § 7-15-320
- - - spouses of members, § 7-15-320
- - ballot application as request for regis-
tration form, § 7-15-130
- defined, § 7-15-310
- dependents qualified to register by ab-
sentee method, § 7-15-110
- qualified to register by absentee
method, § 7-15-110
- registration form, ballot application as
request for, § 7-15-130
- spouse qualified to register by absence
method, § 7-15-110
- United Service Organizations, infra this
group
ballot. Absentee ballots, supra this group
board of registration to preserve record
book and registration forms, § 7-15-
170
book of registration, entry in, § 7-15-150
conduct of elections. See specific lines
throughout this group
construction, § 7-15-20
construction and interpretation, §§7-15-
20, 7-15-175
counly, absentee voting precincts estab-
lished in each, § 7-15-410
county commissioners of elections and
county political party committees fur-
nished names of registered persons
requesting absentee ballots, § 7-15-
190
county commitiees, names of registered
persons requesting absentee ballots
furnished to county political party
County Election Commission
committees, § 7-15-190
- - absentee ballot
- - - certificate of return, § 7-15-430
-« - list of persons issued and who cast
ballot, § 7-15-440
- - - receipt, tabulation and reporting of
ballots, § 7-15-420
- - absentee registration and voting, au-
thority as to, §§ 7-15-330, 7- 15-410
to 7-15-440
- - list of persons issued and who cast
absentee ballots, § 7-15-440
- - receipt of absentee ballots, § 7-15-420
- - reporling of absentee ballots, § 7-15-
420
- - tabulation of absentee ballots, § 7- lS-
420
- . voting precincts organized and oper-
ated by Commission, § 7-15-410

207 - death in family, electors with, § 7-15-320



Absentee registration and voting—Cont’d

- definitions § 7-15-310

- dependents of persons qualified 10 vole
by absentee ballot, § 7-15-320

- effect of registration, § 7-15-160

- elderly §7-15-120

- employees. Governmental employees, infri (his
group

- expenses of absentee registration and voting,
§ 7-15-395

- federal department members serving overscas

- - dependents qualified 1o register, § 7-15-110

- - qualified to register, § 7-15-110

- - spouse qualified to register, § 7-15-110

- forms

- - apptication for abseniee ballot, § 7-15-340

- - registration forms. Registration, infra this
group

- funeral in tamily, electiors with, § 7-15-320

- furnishing of election materials 10 persons re-
yuesting  absentee  ballots, §§
7-15-200, 7-15-360, 7-15-370, 7-15-380

- generd elections, infra

- goverumental employees, absence from coun-
ty of residence of, § 7-15-320

- « dependenis, § 7-15-320

- - lederal department employees, supra this
group

- - spouses, § 7-15-320

handicapped person, barrier-free polling

precincts as alternative, § 7-7-990

- handicapped persons. Physically disabled
persons, infra this group

- items included in the absentee ballot, § 7-15-200

- late ballots, validity of, § 7-15-230

- list of persons issued and who cast absentee
ballots, § 7-15-440

- location of absentee voting precincts, § 7-15-410

- nuuking and return of absentee ballot, §§
7-15-230, 7-15-360, 7-15-370,
7-15-375, 7-15-380, 7-15-385

- medical professions, absence from county of
residence of persons in, § 7-15-320

- Muchant Marine of the United States,
members of

- « absence from county of residence, §7-15-320

- - - dependents of members, § 7-15-320

- - - spouses of members, § 7-15-320

- - ballet application as request for registration
form, § 7-15-130

- - defined, § 7-15-310

- - dependents qualified to register by absentee
method, § 7-15-110

- - qualified to register by absentee method, §
7-15-110

- - registration form, ballot application as request
for, § 7-15-130

- - spouse qualified to register by absentee

method, § 7-15-110

- military. Armed forces, supra this group

- ministers absent from county of residence of,
§ 7-15-320

- oath "of applicant, §§ 7-15-120, 7-15-220,
7-15-230, 7-15-330, 7-15-340, 7-15-370,
7-15-380, 7-15-420

- persons in employment

Absentee registration and voting—Cont’d
- - absence from county of residence, § 7-15-320
- - absentee ballot, application in person for, §
7-15-330
- - application in person for absentee ballot, §
7-15-330
- - defined, § 7-15-310
- physically disabled persons
- - absence from county of residence not re-
quired, § 7-15-320
- - defined, § 7-15-310
- - qualified to register by absentee
method, § 7-15-110
- political parties’ responsibilities concern-
ing absentee ballots, §§ 7-15-240, 7-
15-340, 7-15-395
- precincts, Absentee voting precincts, su-
pra this group
- primary, special and municipal elections,
absentee balloting in, §§ 7-15-240, 7-
15-340, 7-15-390
- primary elections, infra
- printing and distribution of absentee bal-
lots, § 7-5-210
- qualification for registraiion, Registration
infra this group
- qualifications to vote by absentee ballot,
§ 7-15-320
- receipt of absentee ballots, § 7-15-420
- record books, preservation and destruc-
tion of, § 7-15-170, 7-15-370, 7-15-385
- registration
- - effect of registration, § 7-15-160
- - entry into registration book, § 7-15-150
- - forms for registration, §§ 7-15-120, 7-
15-170
- - - completion of form, § 7-15-140
- - - definition, § 7-15-310
- - - destruction, § 7-15-170
- - - obtaining forms, method of, § 7-15-
130
- - - preservation, § 7-15-170
- - - return of form, § 7-15-140
- - - State Election Commission, duties of,
§§ 7-15-10, 7-15-20
- - lists of registration, absentee voters
noted on, § 7-15-430
- - persons quazlified to register by absen-
tee method, § 7-15-110
- - record books, preservation and destruc-
tion of, § 7-15-170
- - registration book, entry in, § 7-15-150
- - validity of registration, § 7-15-160
- - verification of registration, § 7-15-180
- reporting of absentee ballots, § 7-15-420
- return of absentee ballot, certificate of,
§ 7-15-430
- special elections, §§ 7-15-240, 7-15-340,
7-15-390
- special elections, infra
- specifications for return-addressed enve-
lopes, § 7-15-210
- spouses of persons qualified to vote by
absentee ballot, g 7-15-320
- State Election Commission
- = duties of Commission, § 7-15-10
- - registration forms provided by Com-
mission, § 7-15-120

- students

- - absence from county of residence, § 7-
15-320

'208' - - - dependents of students, § 7-15-320



Absentee registration and voting—Cont’d

- - - spouses of students, § 7-15-320

- - defined, § 7-15-310

- - dependents qualified 1o register by ab-
sentee method, § 7-15-110

- - qualified to register by absentee
method § 7-15-110

- - spouse guallﬁed to reglster by absentee
metho

- tabulation of absemee bailots, § 7-15-420

- teachers absent from county of residence,
§ 7-15-320

- time of application for absentee ballot,
§ 7-15-330

- United Service Qrganizations, persons
serving with

- - absence from county of residence, § 7-
15-320

- - - dependents, § 7-15-320

- - - spouses, § 7-15-320

- - dependems qualified to register by ab-
sentee method, § 7-15-110

- - qualified to register by absentee
method, § 7-15-110

- - spouse qualified to register by absentee
method, § 7-15-110

- United States. Armed Forces of the
United States, supra this group

- vacation, absence from county of resi-
dence of persons on, § 7-15-320

- - absentee ballot received after polls
close, § 7-15-230

- validity of registration, §7-15-160

- verification of registration, § 7-15-180,
7-15-350

-votin

- - dEFnl[IOHS § 7-15-310

- - precincts, Absemee voting precincts,
supra this group

- - primary elections, absentce voting not
permitted in, §7-13-1020

- - voting by persons issued by absentee
ballots, § 7-15-430

Abusing voters

generally, §7-25-80
- polling precinct, abusing voters in, §7-
-80

Accouniing

-ballots, infra

Adjoining county lines

- registration boards may register voters
across, § 7-5-30

Adjournment

- Board of State Canvassers, §7-17-230

Administrator of General Services

- presidential electors, infra

Adultery

- conviction disqualifies voter, §7-5-120

Advertising

- distribute campaign litrature, when and
where unlawful to, § 7-25-180

Affidavits

- candidate wishing to withdraw from elec-
tion for legitimate nonpolitical reason
to submit, § 7-11-50

- peace officer entering polling place ille-
gally, manager of election to make
affidavit against, § 7-13-160

- vole-buying, successful candidiate to file
affidavit as to, § 7-11-240

Age

- qualifications and registration of electors,
infra

Aiken County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, § 7-7-40

Alcoholic beverages

- one mile of voting precinct, scllmg or

giving away liquor within, § 7-25-90

Allendale County

- abolished precincts, where electors o
vole, § 7-7-60

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- designation of precincts, § 7-7-50

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voling precincts

- - abolished precincts, where electors to

vote, § 7-7-60

- - Allendale precinct, voting places in,
§ 7-7-70

- - designation, § 7-7-50

Alteration of precincts

- polling precinets and voting places, infra

Amendmenis to Constitution

- Constitution of South Carolina, infra

American Red Cross

- absentee registration and voting, supra

Anderson County

- annexed areas, voting by resident of, § 7-
7-80

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, and voting places § 7 7-80

Annexation

- annexation of part of county to munici-
pality divided into wards, effect of,
§ 7-7-960

Annual registration

generally, § 7-5-160

Appeals
- Board of State Canvassers. Canvass of
votes, infra

- canvass of votes, infra

- County Board of Canvassers, appeals
from, §§ 7-17-60, 7-17-70, 7-17-250

- county executive committee, appeal from
decision of, § 7-17-540

- Court of Common Pleas. Courts, infra

- courts, infra

- deletion of elector’'s name from roster of
electors, appeal by elector, § 7-3-30

- denial of registration or restoration of
name on registration books. Qualifi-
cations and registration of electors,
infra

- municipal primaries, appeal of protests
and contests in, § 7-17-580

- primary elections, contests or protests in,
§§ 7-17-540, 7-17-550

- registration books, denial of registration
;vr;%rtl) qualification after closing, § 7-

- reissuance of defaced or lost certificates,
denial of, § 7-5-260 .

- state executive committee, hearing of ap-
peals by, § 7-17-550 .



- voting precincts—Cont'd

- Supreme Court. Courts, infra

Applicability of title
generally, § 7-1-40

- voting machines, other provisions of title
applicable to use of, § 7-13-1930

Applications

- absentee ballot. Absentee registration and
voling, supra

- procedure for registration after closing
registration books, § 7-5-180

- registr_?[t)ion, form of application for, § 7-

Appointment

- governor, infra

- managers of election, infra

- registration boards, § 7-5-10

Apportionment

- Congress, infra

Approval of voting machines

- voting machines, infra

Armed Forces of the United States

- absentee registration and voting, supra

Arrest

- impersonating a voter, § 7-25-130

Arson

- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

Assault

- conviction for assault with intent to ravish
as disqualifying voter, § 7-5-120

Assessments

- candidates, assessment of. Candidates, in-
fra

- General Assembly, infra

Assistance to volers

- improper assistance, § 7-25-100

- managers of election, § 7-13-77¢

- - duties, § 7-13-770

- - write-in votes in handwriting of voter
or manager, § 7-13-800

- registration, assisting handicapped per-
sons in, § 7-5-210

- spouses, § 7-13-770

- voting machines, §§ 7-13-1830, 7-13-1840

- who may receive assistance, § 7-13-780

. write-ins in handwriting of voter or au-
thorized manager, § 7-13-800

Attorney General

- Constitutional Ballot Commission, mem-
ber of, § 7-13-2120

- presidential electors, enforcement of vot-
ing obligations of, § 7-19-80

Authorized representative

- defined, § 7-15-310

- oath or affirmation upon application for
absentee ballot, § 7-15-330

Ballots

generally, §§ 7-13-310 to 7-13-450

- absentee ballots. Absentee registration
and voting, supra

- accounting, § 7-13-1150

- - substitute, § 7-13-790

- allowing ballots to be seen, penalty for,
§ 7-25-100

- barrier-free polling precincts for handi-
capped persons, use of paper ballots
at, § 7-7-990

- bond issues, form of ballot for, § 7-13-

- boxes

- - canvassing and counting of ballots.
Conduct of elections, infra

- - commissioners of elections to provide -
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boxes, § 7-13-840

- - description, § 7-13-840

- - location, § 7-13-840

- - number, § 7-13-840

- candidates

- - death, withdrawal or disqualification of
candidate after name printed on
ballot, § 7-13-370

- - - limitations on withdrawal of candi-
dacy, § 7-13-390

- - - reprinting ballots optional, if feasible,
§ 7-13-380

- - limitations on withdrawal of candidacy,
§ 7-13-3%0

- - placing names of candidates on ballots,
§§ 7-13-320, 7-13-350

- - reprinting ballots optional, on death,
withdrawal or disqualification of
candidate, § 7-13-380

- - unopposed candidates certified for gen-
eral election ballots, § 7-11-90

- canvassing of ballots. Conduct of elec-
tions, infra

- canvass of votes, generally. Canvass of
votes, infra

- cireuit offices, ballot for, § 7-13-310

-commissioners of election, infra

- Congress, ballot for members of, § 7-13-
310

- constitutional amendments. Constitution
of South Carolina, infra

- Constitutional Ballot Commission, §§ 7-
13-2120, 7-13-2130

- counting of ballots

- - conduct of elections, infra

- - vote recorders, infra

- county offices, ballot for, § 7-13-310

- ¢rimes and offenses

- . allowing ballot to be seen, § 7-25-100

- - removing ballot from voting place, § 7-
25-100

- death of candidate after name printed on
ballot. Candidates, supra this group

- defaced ballot, substitute for, § 7-13-790

- disclosure of information by executive
director and commissioners of elec-
tion, § 7-13-420

- disqualification of candidate after name
printed on ballot. Candidates, supra
this group

- distribution, § 7-13-340

- executive director of State Election Com-
mission. State Election Commission,

infra

- form, §§ 7-13-320, 7-13-330, 7-13-610

- . when questions are submitted, §§ 7-13-
310, 7-13-400

- General Assembly, infra

- general elections

- - allowing ballot {0 be seen, § 7-25-100

- - certified candidiates placed on ballot,
names of, §§ 7-13-320, 7-13-350

- - different colored paper to be used, § 7-
13-310

- - distribution, § 7-13-340

- - form, §§ 7-13-320, 7-13-330

- - instructions, § 7-13-330

- - kinds of ballots, § 7-13-310

- - printing, § 7-13-340

- - removing ballot from voting place, § 7-
25-100

- - standards and specifications, § 7-13-320



Ballots—Cont’d
- handwriting of voter or authorized man-
ager for write-in names, § 7-13-800
- House of Representatives, ballot for
member of. General Assembly, infra
- instructions, § 7-13-330
- kinds of ba]lo:s § 7-13-310
- lost ballots, accounting for, § 7-13-1150
- managers of election, duties of. Managers
of election, infra
- marking ballots, instructions for, § 7-13-
330
- marred ballot, substitute for, § 7-13-790
- misconduct as to ballot, penalty for, § 7-
25-100
- multiple offices, § 7-1-60
- municipal elections
- - printing and distribution of ballots, § 7-13-340
- - time for placing name of candidate on ballot,
§ 7-13-350
- municipalities, definition of, § 7-13-340
- names of candidates placed on ballots, §§
7-13-320, 7-13-350
- wrile-in names, infra this group
- number of ballots provided, § 7-13-430
- - primary elections, § 7-13-620
- cath of printer of ballots and assistants, §
7-13-420
- penalties, infra
- presidential electors, infra
- primary elections
- - allowing ballot to be seen, § 7-25-100
- - county committees furnish ballots, § 7-13-610
- - form of ballots, § 7-13-610
- - removing ballot from voting place, § 7-25-100
- - specifications, § 7-13-610
- - slate committee to furnish ballots for primary
elections, § 7-13-610
- printing
- - at public expense, § 7-13-340
- - each kind of ballot on different color paper,
§ 7-13-310
- - oath of printer of ballots and assistants, §
7-13-420

- - standards and specifications, §§ 7-13-320, .

7-13-610

- questions submitted, form of ballot when, §§
7-13-310, 7-13-400

- referendum, ballot for, §§ 7-13-310, 7-13-400

- removing ballot from voting place, penalty for,
§ 7-25-100

- reprinting after death, withdrawal or dis-
qualification of candidate, § 7-13-380

-secrecy of ballot preserved, § 7-13-130

- - penalty for violation, § 7-25-100

- - voling machines, §§ 7-13-1780, 7-13-1790

- Secpate, ballot for member of General
Assembly, infra

- special elections

- - allowing ballot to be seen, § 7-25-100

- - bond issues, form of ballot for, § 7-13-400

- - questions submitted, form of ballot when,
§§ 7-13-310, 7-13-400

- - temoving ballot from voting place, § 7-25-100

- - lime for placing name of candidate on ballot,
§ 7-13-350

- specifications, §§ 7-13-610, 7-13-320

Ballots—Cont’d
- standards, §§ 7-13-610, 7-13-320
- s1ate committee to furnish ballots for primary
elections, § 7-13-610
- State Election Commission, infra
- state offices, ballot for, § 7-13-310
- state senator, baltlot for. General Assembly,
infra
- stubs, § 7-13-730
- substitute for lost, marred or defaced ballot,
§ 7-13-790
- time for placing name of candidate on ballots,
§ 7-13-350
- United States senator, ballot for, § 7-13-310
- unopposed candidates certified for general elec-
tion ballots, § 7-11-90
- vote recorder ballots. Vote recorders, infra
- voting machine ballots. Voting machines, infra
- withdrawal of candidate after name printed on
ballot. Candidates, supra this group
- write-in names
- - authorized, § 7-13-1120
- - handwriting of voter or authorized manager,
§ 7-13-800
- --manner of voting, § 7—13-330
- - place on ballot for write-in names, § 7-13-360
Bamberg County
- congressional district, § 7-19-40
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30
- voting precincts, § 7-7-90
Barnwell County
- congressional district, § 7-19-40
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30
- voting precincts, § 7-7-100
Barriers
- handicapped electors, barrier-free polling places
for, § 7-7-990
Beaufort County
- congressional district, § 7-19-40
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30
- voting precingts, § 7-7-110
Berkeley County
- congressional district, § 7-19-40
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30
- voting precincts, § 7-7-120
Bigamy
- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120
Board of State Canvassers
- canvass of votes, infra
Board of State Canvassers for Municipal
Primaries
- canvass of votes, infra
Board of Voting Machine Commissioners
- voting machines, infra
Boards, commissions and committees
as to particular boards, commissions and
committees, see specific lines
Bond issues
- appl(i)cability of title to all elections, § 7-1-
4 e

- ballot, form of, § 7-13-400

Books of registration

- municipal elections, infra

- qualifications and registration of electors,
infra

., Booths

211 . - commissioners of election, provided by,

§ 7-13-740
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- - statement of expenses filed with committee,
§ 7-11-250

- county officers nominated by county conven-
tion, § 7-11-30

- death

- - death of candidate after name printed on
ballot. Ballots, supra

- - substitution upon death of nominee,
§7-11-50, 7-13-40

- defamatory statement, liability of broad-
g%sling station for candidate’s, §7-1-

- deposit. General Assembly, infra
- designation and nomination of candi-
dates. Nomination, infra this group
- - disqualification
- - disqualification of candidate after name
printed on ballot. Ballots, supra
- - substitution upon disqualification of
nominee, §7-11-50
expenses
- county committee, pledge filed with,
§§ 7-11-210, 7-11-220, 7-11-250
- pledge to file itemized statement, § 7-
11-230
General Assembly, infra
%eneral elections, infra .
overnor, nomination by convention of,
§7-11-30
handicapped votet, disqualification as au-
thorized representative for, § 7-15-
310
House of Representatives
- Congress, infra
- General Assembly, infra
Lieutenant Governor, nomination by con-
vention of, § 7-11-30
manager of election, disqualification as,
§ 7-§3-120
multiple offices, qualifying for specific of-
fice, § 7-1-60
nomination, methods of
- convention, nomination by, supra this
group
- death of nominee, substitution upon,
§ 7-11-50
- disqualification of nominee, substitution
upon, § 7-11-50
- petition, nomination by, infra this
group
primary elections, nomination by. Pri-
mary elections, infra
state committee, infra this group
state senator, number of nominees
from any county for, § 7-11-60
substitution when nominee dies, with-
draws or becomes disqualified, § 7-
11-50
unolﬂ)osed candidates, § 7-11-90
withdrawal of nominee, substitution
upon, § 7-11-50
notice of candidacy
generally, §% 7-11-210 to 7-11-250
- - county committee, notice filed with,
§§ 7-11-210, 7-11-220, 7-11-250
- - general elections, § 7-11-230
-- przi%ary election, §§ 7-11-210 to 7-11-

1

- - special elections, § 7-11-230
- - slate committee, notice filed with, § 7-
11-2190 :

212

Candidates—Cont’d
- - state senator, §§ 7-11-220, 7-11-230
- penalty for failure to file pledge, § 7-11-
230
-petition, nomination by, § 7-11-10, 7-13-
350
- - certified by State Election Commission,
§ 7-11-70
- - form of petition, § 7-11-80
- - municipal elections, infra
- placed on ballot as certified by party
official, § 7-13-350
- pledge of candidates
generally, §§ 7-11-210 to 7-11-250
- - clerk of court of common pleas, filed
with, § 7-11-230
- - county committee, pledge filed with,
§§ 7-11-210, 7-11-220, 7-11-250
- - general election, § 7-11-230
- - primary election, §§ 7-11-210 to 7-11-
230
special election, § 7-11-230
state c%mmiltee. pledge filed with, § 7-
11-21
state senator, §§ 7-11-220, 7-11-230
presidential electors to declare for which
candidates they will vote, § 7-19-80
primary elections, infra
protest, candidate served copy of, § 7-17-
30

public announcement of nominations,
time for, § 7-11-30

public service disttict commissioners, pe-
titions to nominate, § 7-11-7t

resignation, nomination of substitute
upon, § 7-11-50¢

Senate

- Congress, infra

- General Assembly, infra

solicitor, notice and pledge of candidate
for, §7-11-210

special elections, infra

state committee

- assessment of candidates, §7-11-410

nomination of candidates

- House of Representatives, member
of, § 7-11-30

- presidential electors, § 7-9-90

- state senator, § 7-11-30

notice of candidacy filed with commit-
tee, § 7-11-210

pledge of candidate filed with commit-
tee, § 7-11-210

state conventions. Convention, nomina-
tion by, supra this group

State Election Commission, infra

state senator. General ‘Assembly, infra

statewide officers nominated by conven-

 tion, § 7-11-30

substitution upon death, withdrawal or
disqualification of nominee, § 7-11-50

time for public announcement of nomina-
tions, § 7-11-30

United States Senators. Congress, infra

unopposed candidates certified for gen-
eral election ballots, § 7-11-90

vote-buying, successful candidate to file
affidavit as to, § 7-11-240

voting machines, infra

withdrawal of candidacy

- - deposit, forfeiture of,§§ 7-11-30,7-21-

40



Booths—Cont'd
- construction and description, § 7-13-740

-defined, § 7-1-20

- limit on time within booth. Conduct of
elections, infra

- number of booths, § 7-13-740

- one voter to enter at a time, § 7-13-740

- primary elections, county commitiees to
provide voting booths for, § 7-13-740

- speaking to voter prohibited, § 7-13-740

- 1alking, etc., in booth prohibited, § 7-13-
760

Boundaries

- change of ward or precinct boundaries,
procedure upon, § 7-7-960

Boxes

- ballot boxes. Ballots, supra

- conduct of elections, infra

Breach of trust

- conviction of breach of trust with fraudu-
lent intent disqualifies voter, § 7-5-
120

Bribery

- affidavit by successful candidate that noth-
ing given to purchase votes, § 7-11-
240

- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

- general, special or primary elections,
§§ 7-25-50, 7-25-60

- penalty, § 7-25-190

- procure votes by bribery, offering to,
§§ 7-25-50, 7-25-60

Broadcasting station

-canc}idates’ def%matory statement, liability
or,

Buggery

- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

Burden of proof

- presumptions and burden of proof, infra

Bureau of Vital Statistics

- reports of voters® deaths furnished to Election
Commission, § 7-3-40

Burglary

- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

Business conflict

- nomination of substitutecandidate by party ex-
ecutive committee upon resignation of
candidate for substantial business con-
flict, § 7-11-50

Business hours

- registration boards, infra

Calhoun County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, § 7-7-130

Campaign literature

- unlawful to distribute, when and where, §
7-25-180

Campaign staff

- absentee ballot, disqualification as authorized
representative for, § 7-15-330

- handicapped voter, disqualification as-
authorized representative for, § 7-15-310

Candidates
generally, §§ 7-11-10 1o 7-11-430

- absentee ballot, disqualification as authorized
representative for,§ 7-15-330
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- affidavit 'of successful candidate as to vote-
buying, § 7-11-240
- announcement of nominations, time for public,
§ 7-11-30
- assessment of candidates
gencerally, §§ 7-11-410 to 7-11-430
- county commitiee fixes assessments, §
7-11-410
- House of Representatives, member of, §
7-11-430
- - state commitiee fixes assessments, § 7-11-410
- - state senator. Generat Assembly, infra
- ballots, supra
- circuit solicitors, nomination by convention of,
§ 7-11-30
- clerk of election, disqualification as, § 7-13-120
- Congress, infra
- contest, candidate served copy of, § 7-17-30
- convention, nomination by .
- - announcement of nominations, time for
public, § 7-11-30 )
- - ballot, name of candidate placed on, §
7-13-350
- - conduct of convention, § 7-11-20
- - county officers nominated by county conven-
tion, § 7-11-30
- - death of nominee, substitution upon, §
7-11-50
- - disqualification of candidate, substitution
upon, § 7-11-50
- - House of Representatives, member of United
States, § 7-11-30
- - nominations in primaries, parties not mak-
ing, § 7-11-30
- - party not nominating candidates in primaries,
§ 7-11-30
- - prohibition against nomination by conven-
tion and primaries during same election
year, § 7-11-30
- - state convention
- - - circuit solicitors, § 7-11-30
- - - congressional members, § 7-11-30
- - Governor, § 7-11-30 ’
- - - lieutenant governor, § 7-11-30
- - - state senator, number of nominees from any
county for, § 7-11-60
- - - state-wide offices, § 7-11-30
+ - - United States Senators, § 7-11-30
- - state senator, § 7-11-30
- - substitution when nominee dies, withdraws
or becomes disqualified, § 7-11-50
- - vote required to use convention method, §
7-i1-30
- - withdrawal of candidate, substitution upon,
§ 7-11-50
- costs. Expenses, infra this group
- county commitiees
- - assessment of candidates, §§ 7-11-410 to
7-11-430
- - notice of candidacy filed with committee, §§
7-11-210, 7-11-220, 7-11-250
- - pledge of candidate filed with commitiee, §§
:7-11-210, 7-11-220, 7-11-250



- - substitution upon withdrawal of candi-

date, §7-11-50

- - withdrawal of candidate after name
printed on ballot Ballots, supra

Canvassing
- canvass of votes, infra
Canvass of votes
generally, §§ 7-17-10 to 7-17-620
- appeals
- - Board of State Canvassers for Municipal
Primaries, § 7-17-580
- - Board of State Canvassers, infra this group
- - primary elections, contests or protests in, §§
7-17-540, 7-17-550
- Board of State Canvassers
generally, §§ 7-17-210 to 7- 17-340
- - adjournment, § 7-17-230
- - appeals
- - - County Board of Canvassers, appeals from,
§§ 7-17-60, 7-17-70, 7-17-250
.- - - General Assembly, infra
- - - State Board, appeals from decisions of, §§
7-17-250 to 7-17-270
- - Board of Voting Machine Commissioners,
Board constituted ex officio, § 7-13-1610
- - composition, State Election Commission {0
be Board, § 7-17-210
- - Congress, certificates of election of members
1o, § 7-17-330
--contests or protests. Determination of persons
elected, infra this sub-group
- - determination of persons elected, § 7-17-250
- - - appeals from decision of County Board of
Canvassers, § 7-17-250
- - - certificate of determination for Secretary of
State, § 7-17-290
- - - contests or protests, § 7-17-250
- . - - cases to be decided by Board, § 7-17-260
- - - - hearing, § 7-17-270
- - - copies of determination for persons elected
and Governor, § 7-17-310
- - - recount mandatory in certain elections, §
7-17-280
- - - Secretary of State
- - - - gertificate of determination for Secretary,
§ 7-17-290
- - - - Congress, certificate of election of
member to, § 7-17-330
- - - -copies of determinations for per-
sons elected and Governor,
§ 7-17-310
- - - - county officers elected, recording
of, § 7-17-340
- - - - newspapers, certified statements
and determinations printed in,
§ 7-17-320
- - - - results of canvass, recording of,
§ 7-17-300
- - General Assembly, infra
- - hearings, § 7-17-270
- - meetings, §§ 7-17-220, 7-17-230
- - municipal primaries. Board of State
Canvassers for Municipal Primaries,
infra this group

214

Canvass of votes—Cont’d
- Board of State Canvassers—Cont’d
- - newspapers, Board to print statements
in, § 7-17-320
- - presidential electors, infra
- - protests or contests. Determination of
persons elected, supra this sub-
group
-« record of county officers elected, § 7-
17-340
- - recount mandatory in certain elections,
§ 7-17-280
- - Secretary of State. Determination of
persons elected, supra this sub-
group
State Election Commission, infra
lime
- filing of contest or protest with
Board, § 7-17-260
- hearing of contest or protest, § 7-17-
270
votes cast, certified statement of, §§ 7-
17-240, 7-17-250
- Board of State Canvassers for Municipal
Primaries
. . path, members to take, § 7-17-590
- - protest or contest, power Lo decide, § 7-17-590
- -« appeal, § 7-17-580
- - quorum, § 7-17-590
- - state execulive committee, elected by, §
7-17-590
- - terms of office, § 7-17-590
- - vacancies, § 7-17-590
- Board of Voting Machine Commissioners,
Board of State Canvassers constituted ex
officio, § 7-13-1610
- chalrman of County Board of Canvassers, §
7-17-1¢
- cities. Boards of State Canvassers for Municipal
Primaries, supra this group
- Congress
- - canvass of votes at primary elections for
members, § 7-17-510
- - certificates of election of members, § 7-17-330
- constitutiona! amendments, canvass of votes
on, § 7-17-220
- contesis or protests
- - Board of State Canvassers for Municipal
Primaries, supra this group
- - Board of State Canvassers, supra this group
- - counties, infra
- - County Board of Canvassers, infra this group
- - primary elections, infra this group
- - state-wide officers, infra
- County Board of Canvassers
- - appeals 1o Board of State Canvassers, §§
7-17-60, 7-17-70, 7-17-250
- - canvass of votes, §§ 7-17-20, 7-17-30
- - chairman, §7-17-10
- - clerk of county, duplicate statements filed
with, § 7-17-90
- - composition, § 7-17-10



Canvass of votes—Cont'd
- County Board of canvassers—Cont'd
contests or protests, § 7-17-30
- appeal to Board of State Canvassers, §§
7-17-60, 7-17-70, 7-17-250
- - - copy of contest served on candidate, §
T-17-30
- hearing, § 7-17-50
- poll lists to accompany ballots in protest,
§ 7-17-40
- sheriff, copy of protest deposited with, §
7-17-30
- - transmittal (o Board of State Canvassers,
§ 7-17-80
- duplicate statements, Board 1o file, § 7-17-90
- Election Commission, duplicate statements
filed with, § 7-17-90
- - House of Representatives, statement of votes
for members of, § 7-17-100
meeting of board, § 7-17-10
oaths
- chairman, § 7-17-10
- hearings on contests, chairman to administer
oaths at, § 7-17-50
- member, § 7-17-10
- - secretary, § 7-17-10
- organization of board, § 7-17-10
- papers relating to election transmitted to
Board of State Canvassers, § 7-17-80
- presidential electors’ commissioners of elec-
tion as Board, § 7-17-10
- protests or contests. Contests or protests,
supra this sub-group
- returns, §§ 7-17-20, 7-17-80
- Siate Election Commission, duplicate
statements filed with, § 7-17-90
- time
- - appeal of decision on contest or protest, §
7-17-60
- - hearing of contest or protest, § 7-17-50
- - meeting of board, § 7-17-10
- - when canvass (o be made, § 7-17-20
- votes given for each candidate, separate
statements of, § 7-17-100
county committee. Primary elections, infra this
group
county officers elected, recording of, § 7-17-340
determination of persons elected. Board of
State Canvassers, supra this group
hearings
- Board of State Canvassers, § 7-17-270
- County Board of Canvassers, § 7-17-50
- primary elections, contests or protests in, §§
7-17-530, 7-17-570
- state commitiee, § 7-17-550
majority vote. Primary elections, infra this
grOup
municipal primaries. Board of State Canvassers
for Municipal Primaries, supra this group
newspapers, Board of State Canvassers to print
statements in, § 7-17-320
oaths
+ - Board of Siate Canvassers for Municipal

+

'
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Primaries’ members to take oath, §
T-17-390
- - County Board of Canvassers, supra this group
- primary elections
generally, §§ 7-17-510 to 7-17-620
- - Board of Siate Canvassers for Municipal
Primaries, supra this group
- - canvass, § 7-17-510
-« Congress, § 7-17-510
- - cOntests or protests
- - - appeals, §§ 7-17-540, 7-17-550
- counties, infra
- filing, § 7-17-520
- hearing, §§ 7-17-530, 7-17-570
- service, § 7-17-520 )
- sheriff, service of protests and contests by,
§ 7-17-520
- State Law-Enforcement Division, service of
protest by deposit with, § 7-17-560
county commilttee
- canvass, § 7-17-510
- executive committee, appeal from,
§ 7-17-540
- results, declaration of, § 7-17-510
county officers. Counties, infra
House of Representatives. General As-
sembly, infra
majority vote
- majority vote, what constitutes, § 7-
17-610
- no candidate nominated in first pri-
mary without majority vote, § 7-
17-600
municipal primaries. Board of State
Canvassers for Municipat Primaries,
supra this group
nominees, uncpposed candidates de-
clared, § 7-17-620
protests. Contests or protests, supra
this sub-group
results, declaration of, § 7-17-510
slate committee
- appeals, hearing of, §§ 7-17-550, 7-
17-560
- canvass, § 7-17-510
- declaration of results, § 7-17-510
statewide officers, infra
1me
- appeal from decision of county exec-
utive committee on contest or
protest, § 7-17-540
- filing of contest or protest, §§ 7-17-
560, 7-17-520 ’
- hearing of contest or protest, § 7-17-
570
- state executive commitiee, meeting
on contest or protest of, § 7-17-
550
- - unopposed candidates declared nomi-
nees, § 7-17-620

+
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Canvass of votes—Cont’d
- protests or contests
- - contests or protests, supra this group
- - state-wide officers, infra
- guorum of Board of State Canvassers for
Municipal Primaries, § 7-17-590
recount mandatory in certain elections,
7-17-280 '
returns by County Beard of Canvassers,
generally, §§ 7-17-20, 7-17-80
- Secretary of State. Board of State Can-
vassers, supra this group
separate statements of votes for each can-
didate, § 7-17-100
. state committee. Primary elections, supra
this group
- State Election Commission, duplicate
statements filed by County Board of
Canvassers with, § 7-17-90
- state executive committee elects Board of
State Canvassers for Municipal Pri-
maries, § 7-17-590
- State Law-Enforcement Division, service
of protest by deposit with, § 7-17-560
- terms of office of Board of State Canvass-
ers for Municipal Primaries, § 7-17-
. 590
- time
- - Board of State Canvassers, supra this group
- - County Board of Canvassers, supra this group
- - primary elections, supra this group
- unopposed candidates declared nominees, §
7-17-620
- vacancies in Board of State Canvassers for
Municipal Primaries, § 7-17-590
- voting machines, § 7-13-1880
Capital
- political party membership of public officers
temporarily residing at capital, § 7-9-40
Cards
- ballots. Vote recorders, infra
Catawba Indians
- qualified citizens, § 7-1-70
Central registration system
- State Election Commission, infra
Certificates
- absentec ballot application, registration cer-
tificate number as required, § 7-15-340
- absentee ballot, certificate of return of, §
7-15-430
- party organization, procedure for certification
of, § 7-9-10
- presidential electors, infra
- registration certificates, infra
- State Election Commission, infra
Chairmen
- county chairmen. Party organization, infra
Challenging voters
- conduct of elections, infra
Charleston County
- congressional district, § 7-19-40
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30
- voting precincts
- - designation, §§ 7-7-140, 7-7-145

Charleston County—Cont’d

- voting precincts—Cont’d

- - Mount Pleasant voting precinct in
Christchurch parish divided into two
precingts, § 7-7-150

Cherokee County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, § 7-7-f160

Chester County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, § 7-7-170

Chesterfield County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, § 7-7-180

Circuit solicitors

- convention, candidate nominated by, § 7-11-30

- County Board of Canvassers, commissioners
of election for circuit solicitors as, §
7-17-10

- nomination by convention, § 7-11-30

- primary eclections, canvass of votes in, §
7-17-510

Cities

- Board of State Canvassers for Municipal
Primaries.

Canvass of votes, supra

Citizenship

- qualification for registration and voting, §8§
7-5-120, 7-9-20

Clarendon County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, § 7-7-190

Clerks of court

. affidavits of successful candidates filed with
clerk, § 7-11-240

- county convention officers reported 1o clerk,
§ 7-9-80

- Court of Common Pleas, clerk of

- - affidavits of successful candidates filed with
clerk, § 7-11-240

- - general elections for clerk, date of, § 7-13-20

- - pledge of candidates filed with clerk, §
7-11-230

- Election Commission, report of persons con-
victed of certain offenses submitied to,
§ 7.3-60

- general elections for clerk, date of, § 7-13-20

- municipal elections, custody of registration
books in, § 7-5-670

- pledge of candidates filed with clerk, § 7-11-230

- political club officers reported to clerk of court,
§ 7.9-30

- registration books, custody of, §§ 7-5-410,
7-5-670

- registration or restoration of name on registra-
tion books, duties of clerks in appeals
from denial of, §§ 7-5-240, 7-5-250



- candidates disqualified as clerks, § 7-13-
120

- compensation. Salaries, infra

- oath, § 7-13-80

- voting machines, instruction in use of,
§ 7-13-1700

Closing polis

- conduct of elections, infra

- general provisions, § 7-13-850

Clubs

- party organization, infra

Colleton County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, § 7-7-200

Columbia, city of

- designation of wards, § 7-7-470

- officers and employees, infra

- wards, designation of, § 7-7-470

Commissioners of election

- appointed by Governor, § 7-13-70

- arrangement of nominations in voting

machines, § 7-13-440

ballots and ballot boxes

- - candidates on ballots, placing names of,
§ 7-13-320

- - duties, §§ 7-13-340, 7-13-840, 7-13-
1150

- - information, disclosure of, § 7-13-420

- - unused ballots, duties as to, § 7-13-
1150

- - voting machines, arrangement of nomi-
nations in, § 7-13-440

- barrier-free polling places for physically
handicapped voters, § 7-7-990

- booths provided, § 7-13-740

- candidates on ballots, placing names of,
§ 7-13-320

- challenged votes, § 7-13-830

- clerk, compensation of. Salaries, infra

- compensation. Salaries, infra

- constitutional amendments, posting at
polling places of, § 7-13-180

- corrupt conduct, § 7-25-170

- County Board of Canvassers, commission-
ers of election for presidential elec-
tors as, § 7-17-10

- duties as to ballots and ballot boxes, §§ 7-
13-340, 7-13-840, 7-13-1150

- expenses. Coslts or expenses, infra

- Governor, infra

- impersonating voter, posting provisions
in precinct prohibiting, § 7-25-140

- information, disctosure of, § 7-13-420

- injury to voting machines, duty to protect
against, § 7-13-1860

- legislative delegation, commissioners ap-
pointed on recommendation of, § 7-
13-70
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Commissioners of election—Cont'd

- managers appointed by commissioners, §
7-13-70

- notice of election, payment of publication of,
§ 7-23-20

- number, § 7-13-70

- oath of office, § 7-13-70

- organization as board, § 7-13-80

- penalty for willful neglect of duty, § 7-25-170

- presidential electors’ commissioners of etection
as County Board of Canvassers, § 7-17-10

- regisiration books. Qualifications and registra-
tion of electors, infra

- removal, § 7-13-70

- returns reported 10 State Election Commission,
§ 7-13-1160

- Secretary of Staie to furnish constitutional

amendments to commissioners, §
7-13-180

- special elections, appointment of commissioners
for, § 7-13-70

- term of office, § 7-13-70

- unused ballots, duties as to, § 7-13-1i150

- voting machines

- - arrangement of nominations, § 7-13-440

- - injury, duty to protect against, § 7-13-1860

- - responsibility to have machine in place and
in good order, § 7-13-1760

- willful neglect or corrupt conduct, § 7-25-170

Commissions

- as to particular boards, commissions and com-
mittees, see specific lines

Committees

as to particular boards, commissions and com-

miitees, see specific lines

Compensation

- salaries, infra

Comptroller General

- expenses, payment of, § 7-23-30

- presidential electors’ compensation and ex-
penses paid upon warrant of comptroller,
§ 7-19-110

Conduct of elections
generally, §§ 7-13-10 to 7-13-2130

- absentee voting. Absentee registration and
voting, supra

- accounting for ballots, etc., after elections, §
7-13-11350

- allowed for vouing, lime. Limitations on time
in booth, infra this group

- assistance to volers, supra

- booths. Sec more specific lines in this group

- boxes. Canvassing and counting of ballots,

in " f{ra thi~ group

- bribery, supra

- canvassing and vouming of ballots

- - accounting for ballots, cic., after elections,
§ 7-13-1150

- - boxes

- - - too many ballots found in box, § 7-13-1140



Conduct of elections—Cont’d
- canvassing and counting of ballots—Cont’d
- - boxes—Cont’d
- - - wrong box, ballots in, § 7-13-1130
- - canvass of votes, supra
- - counting ballots, § 7-13-1110
- - - additional personnel, § 7-13-1110
- - - improperly marked ballots, § 7-13-1120
- - - path by personnel, § 7-13-1110
- - - results, declaration of, § 7-13-1110
- - - vote recorders, infra
- - - wrong box, effect of ballots found in, §
7-13-1130
- - folding ballots, § 7-13-1130
- - lost ballots accounted for by certificate from
chairman of managers, 7-13-1150
- - marked ballots not counted, improperly,§§
7-13-1120, 7-13-1130
- - new election ordered by Governor in case of
tie vote, § 7-13-1170
- - results reported to State Election Commission,
§ 7-13-1160
- - tie vote, new election ordered by Governor
in case of, § 7-13-1170
- - unused ballots, duties of commissioners of
election as to, § 7-13-1150
- - vote recorders, infra
- - voting machines, § 7-13-1880
- canvass of votes, supra
- challenging voters, § 7-13-810
- « procedure, § 7-13-830
- - voting by person not named on precinct list,
'§ 7-13-820
- closing polls, § 7-13-850
- - volers waiting may vote, § 7-13-850
- counting ballots
- - canvassing and counting of ballots, supra this
group
- - vole recorders, infra
- county officers, date of general elections for,
§ 7-13-10
- curbside voting § 7-13-771
- date of elections
- - general elections, infra
- - primary election, § 7-13-40
. defaced ballot, substitute for, § 7-13-790
- delivery of baltot 10 voter, § 7-13-730
- deposit of folded ballot in box, § 7-13-
730
- false swearing, § 7-25-150
- federal officers, date of general elections
for, § 7-13-10
- folding ballots, § 7-13-1130
- fraudulent voting, § 7-25-20
- general elections, conduct of, § 7-13-10
- general election, notices of, § 7-13-35
- guardrail, § 7-13-130
- - unauthorized person not allowed within
guardrail, § 7-13-770
- - voting machine, § 7-13-1820
- hours polls open, § 7-13-60
- husband and wife. Spouses, infra this
group
- identification of voter, § 7-13-710
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- illegal conduct at elections, generally, § 7-
25-190
- illegal voting, prevention of, § 7-13-810
- impersonation of voter, infra
- improper assistance, § 7-25-100
- intimidating voters, § 7-25-80
- fimitation on time in booth, § 7-13-760
- - prevention of taking too much time,
§§ 7-13-810, 7-25-100
- - voting machines, § 7-13-1820
- list. Poll lists, infra this group
- lost ballots accounted for by certificate
from chairman of managers, § 7-13-
1150
- marked ballots not counted, improperly,
§§ 7-13-1120, 7-13-1130
- marred ballot, substitute for, § 7-13-790
- more than once at elections, voting, § 7-
25-110
- notices of general and special elections,
§ 7-13-35
national guard members, voting when on
duty, § 7-13-1030
oath
- personnel counting ballots, § 7-13-1110
- voters, §§ 7-13-720, 7-13-1010
- one voter to enter booth at a time, § 7-
13-740
perjury, § 7-25-150
- place of general elections, § 7-13-10
- poll list
- - ¢ontents, § 7-13-710
- delivery 10 commissioners of election
after canvass of votes, § 7-13-1150
- more ballots in box than names on poll
list, procedure, § 7-13-1140
- signed by voters, § 7-13-710
- State Election Commission to furnish
list to election officials, § 7-13-710
precinct list, voting by person not listed
on, § 7-13-820
primary elections, date of, § 7-13-40
- probate judge, date of general election of,
§ 7-13-30
- procedure for voting, § 7-13-730
- results reporied to State Election Com-
mission, § 7-13-1160
- right to vote, proof of, § 7-13-710
run-off elections in primary elections, § 7-
13-50
- secrecy af ballot preserved. Ballots, supra
- signatures of voter, comparison of, § 7-
13-710
signing poll list, § 7-13-710
- speaking to voter prohibited, § 7-13-740
special elections, conduct of, § 7-13-10
- spouses -
- assisting other in voting permitted, § 7-
"13-770
- - voting together permitted, § 7-13-750
State Election Comumision
- - poll list furnished to election officiais,
§7-13-710



Conduct of elections—Cont'd

- - results reported 1o Commission, § 7-13-
1160

- state officers, date of general elections of,
§ 7-13-10

- swearing falsely, § 7-25-150

- talking, etc. in booth prohibited, § 7-13-760

- threatening voters, §§ 7-25-70, 7-25-80

- tie vote, new election ordered by Governtor in
case of, § 7-13-1170

- time allowed for voling. Limitation on time
in booth, supra this group

- time polls open, § 7-13-60

- unused ballots, duties of commissioners of elec-
tion as to, § 7-13-1150

- voters

- - challenging voters, supra this group

- - oath, §§ 7-13-720, 7-13-1010

- - threats or intimidation against or abuse of
voters, §§ 7-25-70, 7-25-80

- voting booths. Limitation on time in booth,
supra this group

- voting machines, voting with, § 7-13-1820

- waiting voters may vote, § 7-13-850

- watchers, § 7-13-860

- - chailenging voters, § 7-13-810

- - volec recorders, § 7-13-1420

- wife and husband. Spouses, supra this group

- write-ins. Ballots, supra

Conflict of interests

- nomination of substitute candidate by party ex-
eculive committee upon resignation of
candidate for substantial business con-
flict, § 7-11-50

- vote recorders, acquisition of, § 7-13-1330

Congress

- apportionment of Representatives

- - each district to elect one member of Congress
until apportionment made, § 7-19-50¢

- - writs of election in case state is given more
Representatives, § 7-19-60

- baltots for senator and members of Congress,
§ 7-13-310

- Board of Siate Canvassers to certify election
of members to Congress, § 7-17-330

- candidates

- - House of Representatives, infra this group

- - Senate, infra this group

- canvass of voles, supra

- cerrtificates of election of members, § 7-17-330

- congressional districts. House of Represen-
tatives, infra this group

- death of senator, § 7-19-20

- general elections, infra

- Governor, infra

- House of Representatives

- - ballots for members, § 7-13-310

- - candidates

- - - nomination by convention, § 7-11-30

- - - notice of candidacy, § 7-11-210

- - - pledge of candidate, § 7-11-210

- - congressional districts
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Congress—Cont’d
- House of Representatives—Cont’d
- - - composition, § 7-19-40
- - - each district to elect one member of Con-
gress, 7-19-50
- - - enumerated, § 7-19-40
- - - number, § 7-19-40
- - - writs of election in case state given more
represeniatives, § 7-19-60 :
- - County Board of Canvassers to issue state-
ment of votes, § 7-17-100
- - general elections, § 7-19-30
- - primary elections, canvass of votes at, §
T-17-510
- - when representatives chosen, § 7-19-30
- nomination by convention, § 7-11-30
- notice of candidacy, § 7-11-210
- pledge of candidate, § 7-11-210
- resignation of senator, § 7-19-20
- run-off primary elections, § 7-13-50
- Senate
- - ballots for senators, § 7-13-310
- - candidates
- - - nomination by convention, § 7-11-30
- - - notice of candidacy, § 7-11-210
- - - pledge of candidates, § 7-11-210
- - death of senator, § 7-19-20
- - general elections, § 7-19-10
- - primary elections, canvass of votes at, §
7-17-510
- - resignation of senator, § 7-19-20
- - vacancies filled in office of senator, § 7-19-20
- State, Election Commission, names and ad-
drésses of candidate for member of
House reported to, § 7-11-40
- vacancies filled in office of senator, § 7-19-20
- writs of election in case state is given
more representatives, § 7-19-60
Congressional districts
- Congress, supra
Constitutional Ballot Commission
~ creation of commission, § 7-13-2120
- jurisdiction of proceedings challenging
explanations of Ballot Commission,
§ 7-13-2130
Constitution of South Carolina
- amendments to Constitution
- - ballot for constitutional amendments,
§ 7-13-310
- explanation of proposed amendments
placed on batlot, § 7-13-2110
- local and state-wide amendments,
separate ballots for, § 7-13-410
- placement of amendments on ballot,
§ 7-13-410
- state-wide and local amendments,
separate ballots for, § 7-13-410
canvass of votes, § 7-17-220
- - certified statement of votes cast, § 7-17-
240
- - commissioners of election, Secretary of
State to furnish amendments to,
§ 7-13-180



Constitution of South Carolina--Cont’d
- amendments to Constitution—Cont’d
- - explanation of proposed amendments
generally, §§ 7-13-2110 to 7-13-2130
- - - ballot, simplified or detailed explana-
tion placed upon, § 7-13-2110
- explanation of proposed amendments
—Cont’d
- - - challenge to explanations, Supreme
Court’s jurisdiction over, § 7-13-
2130
- - - Constitutional Ballot Commission
created, § 7-13-2120
- - - detailed explanation, § 7-13-2110
- - - simplified explanation, § 7-13-2110
- - = Supreme Court's jurisdiction over
challenge 10 explanations, § 7-
13-2130 o
- general election, definition of, § 7-1-20
- posting of amendments at polling
places, § 7-13-180
- - recount mandatory in certain cases, § 7-
17-280
- - Secretary of State to furnish amend-
ments to commissioners of elec-
tion, § 7-13-180
- - state-wide and local amendments, sepa-
rate ballot for, § 7-13-410
- - voting machines
- - - prohibit use of separate ballots, use
of machines not to, § 7-13-450
- - - use of separate ballots, § 7-13-1730
ballot
- amendments to Constitution, supra this
group
- Constitutional Ballot Commission, su-
pra
Amendments to Constitution, supra’
this group
general election, definition of, § 7-1-20
local and state-wide amendments, sepa-
rate ballot for, § 7-13-4i0
recount in elections on constitutional
amendments, § 7-17-280
Secretary of State to furnish constitutional
amendments to commissioners of
election, § 7-13-180
state-wide and local amendments, sepa-
rate ballot for, § 7-13-410
Supreme Court’s-jurisdiction over chal-
lenge to explanation of proposed
amendments, § 7-13-2130
"votes cast, certified statement of, § 7-17-
240
voting machines, Amendments to Consti-
tution, supra this group

Construction

- absentee registration and voting, liberal
construction of applicable provisions,
§ 7-15-20

Contests or protests

- canvass of votes, supra

- counties, infra
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- General Assembly, infra
- governor, contesting election of, § 7-1-50
- preserving record books and registration
forms until period for contesting
elections has expired, § 7-15-170
- statewide officers, infra
Conventions
- candidates, supra
certified candidates nominated by party
convention, § 7-13-350
chairman of county conventions, § 7-9-80
clerk of court, county convention officers
reported to, § 7-9-80
club officers reported to clerk of court
prior to county convention, § 7-9-30
conduct of conventions, generally, § 7-11-
20
county committee chairman elected by
convention, § 7-9-60
county conventions
- chairman, § 7-9-80 )
- clerk of coutt, county convention
officers reported to, § 7-9-80
- conduct of business, § 7-9-80
county committee chairman elected by
convention, § 7-9-60
county officers, nominations of candi-
dates for, § 7-11-30
delegates, election of, § 7-9-70
- poll list of primary as prima facie list
for purpose of election, § 7-9-40
- state convention, election of dele-
gates to, §§ 7-9-80, 7-9-100
minute books, § 7-9-80
notice, § 7-9-70
officers, § 7-9-80
organization, § 7-9-80
- party club officers reported to clerk of court
prior to convention, § 7-9-30
- primary election, date of, § 7-13-40
- secretary, § 7-9-80
- Secretary of State, officers reported to, §
7-9-80
- time, § 7-9-70
county officers, nomination of candidates for,
§ 7-11-30
delegates, election of.
County conventions, supra this group
- minute books of county conventions, § 7-9-80
nomination of candidate by convention. Can-
didates, supra
notice, § 7-9-70
officers
- - county con_\_rgn_tions.__§ 7-9-80 7
- Secretary of State, officers reporied to, §§
7-9-80, 7-9-100
- - state conventions, § 7-9-100
- organization
- - county conventions, § 7-9-80
- - state convention, § 7-9-100
- party club officers reported to clerk of court
prior to county convention, § 7-9-30

]
'

v
'
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Conventions—Cont'd

- party membership, additions to gualifications
for, § 7-9-20

- primary election, date of, § 7-13-40

- secretary of county convention, § 7-9-80

- Secretary of State

- - county convention officers reported to
Secretary, § 7-9-80

- - state convention officers reported to Secretary,
§ 7-9-100

- special sessions.of state convention called by
state chairman, § 7-9-100

- state convention

- - candidates nominated by convention. Can-
didates, supra

- - delegates, clection of, §§ 7-9-80, 7-9-100

- - meeting, time and place of, § 7-9-100

-« nomination by convention. Candidates, supra

- - officers, § 7-9-100

- - organization, § 7-9-100

- - primary election, date of, § 7-13-40

- - qualifications for party membership, additions
to, § 7-9-20

- - special sessions called by state chairman, §
7-9-100 '

- - time, § 7-9-100

- - vacancies, § 7-9-100

- time

- - conventions of parties not conducting primary
elections, § 7-11-30

- - county convention, § 7-9-70

- - state convention, § 7-9-100

Conviction

- crimes and offenses, infra

Coroners

- when general election held, § 7-13-20

Corrupt conduct .

- commissioners of election, § 7-25-170

- managers of election, § 7-25-160

- registration boards, § 7-25-170

Costs or expenses

generally, §§ 7-23-10.t0 7-23-40

- absentee registration and voting, § 7-15-395

- candidates, supra

- commissioners of election, § 7-23-10

- - method of payment, § 7-23-30

- - payable by counties, § 7-23-40

- Comptroller General, payment by, § 7-23-30

- counties, payable by, § 7-23-40

- general elections, expenses of officers of, §
7-23-10

- - method of payment, § 7-23-30

- managers of election, § 7-23-10

- method of payment, § 7-23-30

- - payable by counties, § 7-23-40

method of payment of expenses of election, §

7-23-30

- notices of election, § 7-23-20

- officers of general elections. General elections,
supra: this group

- payment

- - counties, payable by, § 7-23-40

Costs or expenses—Cont’d

- - method of payment, § 7-23-30

- - treasurer, infra

- presidential electors, § 7-19-110

- registration board, supplements to counties 1o
‘help defray expenses of, § 7-5-40

Counties

see also names of particular counties

- absentee voting precincts established in each
county, § 7-15-410

- ballot for county officers, § 7-13-310

- congressional districts, § 7-19-40

- contests of primary elections. Officers of coun-
ty, infra this group

- convention nomination for county officers, §
7-11-30

- County Board of Canvassers. Canvass of
Votes, supra

- county officers. Officers of county, infra this
group

- expenses payable by counties, § 7-23-40

- general elections for certain county officers, §
7-13-20

- nomination of county officers

- - convention, § 7-11-30

- - primary elections, infra this group

- officers of county

- - ballot, § 7-13-310

- - contests. Primary elections, infra this
sub-group

- - convention, nominated by, § 7-11-30

- - primary elections

- - - canvass of votes, § 7-17-510

- - - protests and contests, §§ 7-17-520, 7-17-560

- - - - state executive committee, § 7-17-560

- - tecord of elected officers, § 7-17-340

- primary elections. Officers of county, supra this
group

- record of county officers elected, § 7-17-340

. - senatorial districts, § 7-21-30

- sheriffs, date of generat ¢lection for, § 7-13-20

- superintendents of education, date of general
election for, § 7-13-20

- supervisors, date of general election for, §
7-13-20

- vote recorders, infra

- voting machines, acquisition and use of, §
7-13-1660

Counting ballots

- conduct of elections, supra

County Board of Canvassers

- canvass of votes, supra

County chairman

- party organization, infra

County committees

- candidates, supra

- canvass of votes, supra

- partly organization, infra

County conventions

- conventions, supra
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County Election Commission—Cont'd

_ County Election Comrmission

- absentee registration and voting, supra

- candidates, nomination by petition of, §
7-11-70

- counting stations, establishment of, § 7-13-1430

- forms as o vote recorders distributed to
Commission, § 7-13-1490

- vote recorders

-~ - Commission to provide vote recorders, §
7-13-1320

- - counting stations, establishment of, §
7-13-1430

- - regulations, instructions and forms distributed
to Commission, § 7-13-1490

County officers

- counties, supra

County registration board

- absentee registration and voting

- - ballots and envelopes, duty to furnish
absentee, § 7-15-370

- - noting absentee voters on registration lists,
§ 7-15-430

- - qualification of members for absentee ballot
if working on efection day, § 7-15-320

- voting by person whose name is not on registra-
tion book, procedures for, § 7-13-820

County seat

- polictical party membership of officers tem-
porarily residing at county seat, § 7-9-40

- registration and voting of officers temporarily
at county seats, § 7-7-980

Courthouse

- books of registration kept open at courthouse,
§ 7-5-130

Court of Common Pleas

- clerk of court, supra

- courts, infra

Courls

- appeals

- - Court of Common Pleas, infra this group

- - Supreme Court, infra this group

- courthouse, registration books kept open at,
§ 7-5-130 ‘

- Court of Common Pleas

- - appeals

- - - defaced or lost certificates, denial of reis-
suance of, § 7-5-260

- - - denial of registration or restoration of name
on registration books, §§ 7-5-230, 7-5-240

- - clerks of court, supra .

- District Court, certificates of presidential elec-
tors delivered to, § 7-19-100

- jurisdiction of Supreme Court over challenge
to explanation of proposed amendment,
§ 7-13-2130

-probalte judge, date of general election of,

§ 7-13-30
-registration books kept open at ¢courthouse
§ 7-5-130

-Supreme Court

--appeals

---Board of State Canvassers, decisions of,
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§§ 7-17-250, 7-17-270

--defaced or tost certificates, denial of reissuance
of, § 7-5-260

-denial of registration or restoration of name on
registration books, § 7-5-250

---jurisdiction over challenge to explanation of
constitutional amendments, § 7-13-2130

Crime against nature

-vonviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

Crimes and offenses
generally, §§ 7-25-10 1o 7-25-180

- abusing volers in polling precinct, § 7-25-

80

-alcoholic beverages not to be sold or given away
withing one mile of voting precinct, § 7-25-90

-ballots, supra

-bribery, supra

-buggery conviction as disqualifying voter,
§ 7-5-120

-campaign literature and posters not to be
distributed, etc., near polls on election day,
§ 7-25-180

-clerks of court 10 report persons convicted of
certain offenses, § 7-3-60

-commissioners of election, wilful neglect or
corrupt conduct of, § 7-25-170

-conviction of certain crimes disqualifies from
registering or voting, § 7-5-120

--pardon by Governor removes disqualification,
§ 7-5-120

-corrupt conduct, supra

-crime against nature conviction as
disqualifying voter, § 7-5-120

-disqualification of voters, § 7-5-120

-duress, infra

-false swearing. Perjury, infra

-fraudulent registration or voting, § 7-25-20

-illegal conduct at elections, generally, § 7-25-190

—ir}zpersonating voter. [mpersonation of voter,

infra

-improper assistance of voter, § 7-25-100

-intimidating voters, in polling precinct, §§
7-25-70, 7-25-80

-magistrates to report persons convicted of
certain offenses, § 7-3-60

-multiple voting, §§ 7-3-1040, 7-25-110

-neglect of duty. Wilful neglect of duty, infra

-officers, wilful neglect or currupt conduct
of, § 7-25-170

-pardon by Governor removes disqualification,
§ 7-5-120

-polls, offenses near. See lines throughout
this group

-presidential electors, violation of provisions

as to

declarations, voting, etc., by, § 7-19-80

prevention of illegal voting, § 7-13-810

-registration certificates, receipt or use of illegal,
§ 7-25-40

-report person convicted of certain offenses,
clerks and magistrate to, § 7-3-60

-swearing falsely. Perjury, infra

-threats, infra

-voters



Crimes and offenses—Cont’d
- voting—Cont'd
see particular lines throughout this group
--impersonation of voter, infra
-voling
-fraudulent voting, § 7-25-20
- - improper assistance, § 7-25-100
- - multiple voting, §§ 7-13-1040, 7-25-110
- voling machines, infra
- wiltful neglect of duty, infra
Curbside voting § 7-13-771
Custody
- voting machines, infra
Darlington County
- congressional district, § 7-19-40
- senaiorial district, § 7-21-30
- voting precincts, § 7-7-210
Date
- time or date, infra
Death
- absentee regisiration and vating, electors with
death in family, § 7-15-320
- candidates, supra
- United States senator, § 7-19-20
- voters, reports furnished by Bureau of Vital
Statistics to Election Commission as (o
death of, § 7-3-40

Deceit

- fraud or deceit, infra

Deception

- illegal conduct at elections, generally, §
7-25-190

Defamation

- broadcasting station’s liability for candidates
defamatory statement, § 7-1-80
Definitions
generally, § 7-1-20
- absentee registration and voting, § 7-15-310
- Armed Forces of the United States, § 7-15-310
authorized representative, § 7-15-310
booth, § 7-1-20
club district, § 7-1-20
county chairman, § 7-1-20
county commitiee, § 7-1-20
elections, § 7-1-20
electoral board, § 7-1-20
general election, § 7-1-20
immediate family, § 7-15-310
inhabitants, § 7-1-20
legal holiday, § 7-1-20
legitimate nonpolitical reason, § 7-11-50
Merchant Marine of the United States, §
7-15-310 .
municipalities, § 7-13-340
persons in employment, § 7-15-310
physically disabted persons, § 7-15-310
political parties, § 7-1-20
polling precinct, § 7-1-20
primary, § 7-1-20
special election, § 7-1-20
state chairman, § 7-1-20
state commitlee, § 7-1-20
students, § 7-15-310
voting machine booth, § 7-1-20
voting place, § 7-1-20
voting precincts, § 7-1-20

.
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Delegales

- county conventions. Conventions, supra

- state convention, eleciion of delegates to, §§

7-9-80, 7-9-100

Dependents

- absentee ballot, dependents of persons qualified
~ to vote by, § 7-15-320

- registration by absentee method, qualification

for, § 7-15-110

Deposit

- General Assembly, infra

Designation and nomination of candidates

- candidates, supra

Determination of persons elected

- canvass of voles, supra

Dillon County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial disirict, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, § 7-7-220

Disqualification of candidate

- - ballots, supra

- candidates, supra

- substitution upon disqualification of nominee,
§ 7-11-50

Disqualification of voter

generally, § 7-5-120

District Court

- presidential electors’ certificates delivered to
district court, § 7-19-100

Districts

- clubs, Party organizations, infra

- congressional districts. Congress, supra

- multiple offices, § 7-1-60

- senatorial districts. General Assembly, infra

Dorchester County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, § 7-7-230

Duplicate certificates

- registration certificates, infra

Duress

- illegal conduct at elections, generally, §§
7-25-80, 7-25-190

- penalty, § 7-25-190

Edgefield County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

-senatorial district, § 7-21-30

-voting precincts, § 7-7-240

Education

-qualifications for registration and voting,

§ 7-5-120

Electoral board

-defined, § 7-1-20

Electoral College

-presidential electors, infra

Electors

-presidential electors, infra

-volers, infra

- Employees

-governmenital employees. Absentee registration
and voting, supra
-officers and employees, infra
-persons in employment. Absentee registration
and voting, supra
I



Estill precinct

-registration books, preparation of, § 7-7-310

Evidence

-presumptions and burden of proof, infra

Executive director

-State Election Commission, infra

Expenses

-candidates, supra

-costs Or expenses, supra

Explanation of proposed amendment

-Constitution of South Carolina, supra

Failure to assist officer

-penalty, § 7-13-150

Fairfield County

-congressional district, § 7-19-40

-senatorial district, § 7-21-30

-voling precincts, § 7-7-250

False pretenses, obtaining money or goods
under

—conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

Federal aid

-receipt of aid not to disfranchise citizen,
§ 7-1-30

Federal department members serving overseas

-absentee registration and voting, supra

Federal elections
generally, §§ 7-19-10 to 7-19-120

-Congress, supra

-date of general clections for federal officers,
§ 7-13-10

-presidential electors, infra

Fees

-vole recorders, fee for examination by State
Election Commission of, § 7-13-1330

Florence County

-congressional district, § 7-19-40

-senatorial district, § 7-21-30

-voling precincts, § 7-7-260, 7-7-263

Forgery

-conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

Forms

-absentee registration and voting, supra

-ballots, supra

-certificates of registration, § 7-5-200

-petition, form of nominating, § 7-1§-80

-qualifications and registration of electors,
infra : :

-vote recorders, § 7-13-1490

Fornication

-conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

Fraud or deceit )

-breach of trust with fraudulent intent,
conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120
-fraudulent registration or voting, § 7-25-20
-illegal conduct at elections, generally, § 7-25-190

-managers of election, § 7-25-160

-obtaining goods or money under false pretenses,
conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

Funeral

-absentee registration and volting, electors
with funeral in family, § 7-15-320

Gengeral Assembly .

-advice and consent of Senate, appointments to

registration boards on, § 7-5-10
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General Assembly—Cont’d
-application of Title VII to office of member
of General Assembly, § 7-21-50
-assessment, Senate, infra this group
-ballots
--House of Representatives, infra this group
- - Senate, infra this group
-Board of State Canvassers .
--House of Representatives, decisions appealed
10, § 7-17-260 .
--Senate, decisions appealed to, § 7-17-250
-candidate
--House of Representatives, infra this group
--Senate, infra this group
-coilests or protests
--CGiovernor, determination of contest of
clection of, § 7-1-50
--House of Representatives, decisions appealed
10, § 7-17-260
- primary elections for members of House of
Representatives, § 7-17-520
—-Senate, decisions appealed to, § 7-17-250
-deposit. Senate, infra this group
-districts. Senate, infra this group
-tiling of statements by candidates, order of, §
7-21-40
-Governor, determination of contest of election
of, § 7-1-50
-House of Representatives
--application of title 7 to office of member
of House, § 7-21-50
--ballots, § 7-13-310
--.commissioners of election prepare ballots,
§ 7-13-340
---placing name of candidate in ballot, §
7-13-320
--Board of State Canvassers’ decisions
appealed 10 House, § 7-17-260
--candidate
- - - assessment of candidate, § 7-11-430
- - - name and address reported to State Elee-
tion Commission, § 7-11-40
- - - nomination of candidate, § 7-11-30
- - contest or protest decisions appealed to
House, § 7-17-260
-« primary elections
- - - canvass of votes, § 7-17-510
- legislative delegation, commissioners of elec-
tion appointed on recommendation of, §
7-13-70
- no person to seek more than one office of state
senator in any year, § 7-21-10
- presidential electors,’ certificate of result
delivered to President of Senate, §
7-19-100
- primary elections
- - House of Representatives, supra this group
- - Senate, infra this group
- protests. Contests or protests, supra this group
- registration boards on advice and consent of
) Senate, appointments to, § 7-5-10
- Senate
- - advice and consent of Senate, appointments



General Assembly—Cont’d
10 registration boards on, § 7-5-10
- - application of Title 7 to office of state senator,
§ 7-21-50
- - assessment, Candidate, infra this sub-group
- - ballots, § 7-13-310
- - - commissioners of election prepare bal!ols
§ 7-13-340
- - - placing name of candidate for siate senator
on ballot, § 7-13-320
- - Board of Siate Canvassers’ decisions
appealed 1o Senate, § 7-17-250
- - candidate
- - assessment of candidate, § 7-11-410
- - - - multi-county districts, § 7-11-420
- - - deposit
- - - - forfeiture upon withdrawal of candidacy,
§§ 7-11-30, 7-21-40
- - made with county chairman, § 7-11-30
- - - - Siate Election Commission, § 7-21-40
- list of candidates, certification of, §
7-21-40
- - - nomination, § 7-11-30
- - - notice of candidacy, §§ 7-11-220, 7-11-230
- - - number of nominees for state senator from
any county, § 7-11-60
- - - pledge of candidate, §§ 7-11-220, 7-11-230
- - - primary elections, infra this sub group
- - - State Election Commission, statement of
candidate filed with, § 7-21-40
---withdrawal of candidacy, § 7-21-40
--¢contest or protest decisions appealed to
Senate, § 7-17-250
-deposit. Candidate, supra this subgroup
--districts
---district seats, assignment of numbers for,
§7-21-30
---district-wide elections, § 7-21-20
---multicounty districts, statement to be filed
by candidates for, § 7-21-40
--filing of statemenis by candidates, order of,
§ 7-21-40
--no person to seek more than one office of state
senator in any year, § 7-21-10
--presidential electors, certificate of result
delivered to President of Senate, § 7-19-100
--primary election for state senator
---date, § 7-13-40
---nomination by primary election, § 7-13-40
---notice of candidacy, §§ 7-11-220, 7-11-230
---number of nominees for state senator from
any county, § 7-11-60
---pledge of candidate, §§ 7-11-220, 7-11-230
---registration board appointments on advice
and consent of Senate, § 7-5-10
--senatorial districts. Districts, supra this
subgroup
--special provisions for election of senators, §§
7-21-10 to 7-21-50
-senatorial districts. Senate, supra this group
-special provisions for election of senators,
§8 7.21-10 to 7-21-50
-voling precincts, alteration of, § 7-7-710
-voling precincts designated, fixed, and
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General Assembly—Cont'd
-Senate—Cont'd
established, § 7-7-10
General Elections
-absentee registration and voting
-- persons qualified to vote by absentee ballot,
§ 7-15-320
--State Election Commission, duties of, § 7-15-10
--validity of registration, § 7-15-160
-absentee voting precincts, application of
article to, § 7-15-450
-abusing voters, § 7-25-80
-affidavits of successful candidates, § 7-11-240
-appointment of managers of election, § 7-13-70
-ballots, supra
-bribery, §§ 7-25-50, 7-25-60
-candidates
--affidavits of successful candidates,
§ 7-11-240
-.nomination, methods of, § 7-11-10
--pledge of candidates, § 7-11-230
--unopposed candidates certified for general
clection ballots, §7-11-90
-clerk of court, date of elections for, § 7-13-20
-conduct of general elections, generally, § 7-13-10
-Congress
--House of Representatives, § 7-19-30
-Senate, § 7-19-1¢
-coroners, when general election held for, §
7-13-20
scorrupt conduct or willful neglect of managers
of election, § 7-25-160
-county officers, date of elections for, § 7-13-20
-date, § 7-13-10
--county officers, § 7-13-20
--probate judge, § 7-13-30
-defined, § 7-1-20
-electoral board, definition of, § 7-1-20
-expenses of officers of election. Costs or
expenses, supra
-false swearing, § 7-25-150
- hours polls open, § 7-13-60
- House of Representatives, § 7-19-30
- how conducted, § 7-13-10
- illegal conduct, generally, § 7-25-190
- impersonating voter, posting of provision in
precinct prohibiting, § 7-25-140
- intimidating voters, § 7-25-80
- managers of election
- - appointment, § 7-13-70
- - willful neglect or corrupt conduct, § 7-25-160
- manner of conducting general elections, §
7-13-10
- multiple offices, § 7-1-60
- nomination, methods of, § 7-11-10
- notices, publication of, § 7-13-35
- offenses against election laws. Crimes and of-
fenses, supra
- offering to procure votes by bribery, § 7-25-60
- officers of election, expenses of. Costs and ex-
penses, supra
- perjury, § 7-25-150
- place of elections, § 7-13-10
- pledge of candidates, § 7-11-230



General elections—Cont’d

- probate judge, date of general election of, §
7-13-30

- recount mandatory in certain cases, § 7-17-280

- registration book furnished to commissioners,
§ 7-5-430

- Senate, § 7-19-10

- sheriff, date of general election for, § 7-13-20

- State Election Commission, duties as to
absentee registration and voting of, §
7-15-10

- state officers, date of general elections of, §
7-13-10

- superintendents of education, date of general
election for, § 7-13-20

- supervisors, date of general elections for, §
7-13-20

- swearing falsely, § 7-25-150

- threatening voters, §§ 7-25-70, 7-25-80

- time polls open, § 7-13-60

- unopposed candidates certified for general elec-
tion ballots, § 7-11-90

- validity of absentee registration, § 7-15-160

- vote recorders displayed before elections,
§7-13-1450

- voters, abusing, intimidating, or threatening,
§ 7-25-30

- voting booths provided by commissioners of
clection, § 7-13-740

- voting machines, use in general elections of,
§ 7-13-1660

- voting precincts, establishment of, § 7-7-10

- waichers, § 7-13-860

- when held for federal, state and county officers,
§ 7-13-10

- willlul neglect or corrupt conduct of managers
of election, § 7-25-160

- write-in names authorized, § 7-13-1120

Gieorgetown County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, § 7-7-270

Governmental employees

- absentee regisiration and voting, supra

Governor

- appoiniment

- - commissioners of election, § 7-13-70

- - registration board, § 7-5-10

- - State Election Commission, § 7-3-10

- candidate for Governor, nomination by
convention of, § 7-11-3¢

- canvass of voles transmitted to persons elected
and Governor, § 7-17-310

- commissioners of election

- - appointed by Governor, § 7-13-70

-~ County Board of Canvassers, commissioners
of election for Governor as, § 7-17-10

- Congress

- - representatives, writs of election in case state
given more, § 7-19-60

- - senator, filling vacancies in office of, §
7-19-20

- contest of election of Governor, § 7-1-50

- convention nemination of candidate for Gover-
nor, § 7-11-30

- County Board of Canvassers, commissioners
of election for Governor, § 7-17-10

- Lieutenant Governor, infra

- new elections, when Governor to order, §
7-13-1170

- nomination by convention of candidate for
Governor, § 7-11-30

- pardon by Governor removes disqualification
from registering or voting, § 7-5-120

- presidential electors, infra

- registration board

- - appeintment and removal, § 7-5-10

- - vacancies, authority to fill, § 7-5-30

- removal of members of registration board, §
7-5-10 :

- representatives 1o Congress, writs of election
in case state given more, § 7-19-60

- Senator, interim appointment of United States,
§ 7-19-20

- State Election Commission appointed by
Governor, § 7-3-10

- vacancies

- - registration board, § 7-5-30

- - Senator of United States, § 7-19-20

Greenville County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, § 7-7-280

Greenwood County .

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, § 7-7-290

Guardrail

- conduct of elections, supra

Hampton County

-congressional district, § 7-19-40

- Estill precinct, registration books prepared for,
§ 7.7-310

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, §§ 7-7-300, 7-7-310

Handicapped persons

- absentee registration and voting, supra

- barrier-free polling places for, § 7-7-9%0

- registration, assistance in, § 7-5-210

Hcarings

- canvass of votes, supra

Holidays

- legal holiday, definition of, § 7-1-20

Homicide

- voting, crimes which disqualify for, § 7-5-120

Horry County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincis, § 7-7-320

Hours polls open

seneral provisions, § 7-13-60

Housebreaking

- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

House of Representatives

- Congress, supra

- General Assembly, supra

Husband and wife

- conduct of elections, supra

ldentification



- voter, identification of, §§ 7-13-710, 7-13-820

Idiots

- disqualification to register and vote, § 7-5-120

Immediate family

- defined, § 7-15-310

Impersonation of voter

- arrests, § 7-25-130

- penalty, § 7-25-120

" - posting copies of sections, § 7-25-140

Improper assistance

- voter, improper assistance to, § 7-25-100

Incest

- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

Indians

- Catawba Indians as qualified citizens, § 7-1-70

Infants or minors

- age. Qualifications and registration of electors,
infra

Inhabitants

- defined, § 7-1-20

Injunctions

- pledge of candidates, injunction against viola-
tion of, § 7-11-210

Inspection

- voting machines, § 7-13-1800

Instructions on use of voting machines

- voting machines, infra

Intimidation )

- illegal conduct at elections, generally, §
7-25-190

- volers, intimidation of, § 7-25-80

Intoxicating liquor .

- one mile of voting precinci, selling or giving
away within, § 7-25-90

lssuance of registration certificates

- registration certificates, infra

Jasper County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, § 7-7-330

Judge

- probate judge, date of general election of, §
7-13-30

Jurisdiction

- Supreme Court’s jurisdiction over challenge to
explanation of proposed amendment, §
7-13-2130

Kershaw County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, § 7-7-340

Keys

- voting machines, infra

Labels

- vote recorders, infra

Lancaster County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voling precincts, § 7-7-350

Larceny .

- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

- receiving stolen goods, § 7-5-120

Laurens County )

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30
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- voting precincts, § 7-7-360
Lease
- State Election Commission to lease equipment,
§ 7-3-20
Lee County
- congressional district, § 7-19-40
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30
- voting precincts, § 7-7-370
Legal holiday
- definition, § 7-1-20
Legislative council
- Constitutional Ballpt Commission, director
member of,§ 7-13-2120
Legislative delegation
- commissioners of election appointed on
recommendation of delegation, § 7-13-70
Lexington County
- congressional district, § 7-19-40
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30
- voting precincts, § 7-7-380
Libel and slander ]
- broadcasting stations hability for defamatory
’ statement by candidate, § 7-1-80
Lieutenant Governor
- candidate nominated by convention, § 7-11-30
- commissioners of election for Lieutenant
Governor as County Board of Can-
vassers, § 7-17-10
- convention, candidate nominated by, § 7-11-30
Limitation on time in booth )
- conduct of elections, supra
Liguor
- selling or giving away liquor within | mile of
voting precinct, § 7-25-90
Lists
- poll lists, infra
Literacy test
-registration as voter, § 7-5-120
Location of precincts and voting places
-polling precincts and voting places, infta
Lost instruments and records
-ballots, accounting for lost, § 7-13-1150
-certificates of registration, renewal of lost
defaced, etc., § 7-5-260
Machines
-voting machines, infra
Magistrates and magistrates’ courts
-report persons convicled of certain offenses to
State Election Commission, § 7-3-60
Mail registration § 7-5-155 '
Maintenance of order )
-managers of election, infra
-peace officers, § 7-13-140
Majority vote )
-canvass of votes, supra
Managers of election
-accounting for ballots, etc., afier election, §
7-13-t150 '
-affidavit against peace’officer entering polling
place illegally, § 7-13-160
-appointment
--by commissioners of election, § 7-13-70
--by voters present when regular manager fails
to attend, § 7-13-170

.-assistance 1o voters, supra

-attend election, failure to, § 7-13-170



-ballots and ballot boxes

--accounting for ballots, vic., after election, §

7-13-1150

--counting ballots, § 7-13-1110

--defaced ballot, substitute for, § 7-13-790

--duties, § 7-13-840

--substitute for marred or defaced bailol. §
7-13-790

-candidates and relatives not 0 be managers or
clerks, § 7-13-120

-challenging voters, §§ 7-13-810 10 7-13-830

-clerk

--clerks of election, supra

--compensation. Salaries, infra -

-commissioners of election o appoint man-
agers of election, § 7-13-70 :

-compensation. Salaries, infra

-corrupt conduct, § 7-25-160

-costs OF expenses, supra

-counting ballots, § 7-13-1110

-defaced ballot, substitute for, § 7-13-790

-duties as to ballots and ballot boxes, § 7-13-840

-expenses. Costs or expenses, supra

-fraud in management of elections, § 7-25-160

-general elections, supra

-illegal voting, prevention of, § 7-13-810

-maintenance of order at polls, §§ 7-13-140,
7-13-150

--peace officer entering polling place, § 7-13-160

-necessary expenses payable by counties, §
7-23-40

-neglect of duty, § 7-25-160

-number, § 7-13-70

-oath

-clerk, § 7-13-80

--manager's oath, § 7-13-70

---administered by chairman, § 7-13-80

---before opening polls, § 7-13-100

---volet, administered to, § 7-13-120

-organization as a board, § 7-13-80

-peace officer entering polling ptace, § 7-13-160

-police powers of managers, § 7-13-140

-poliing places

--general arrangement at polling places, §
7-13-130

--managers appointed for each polling place,
§§ 7-13-70, 7-13-90

-prevention of illegal voting or taking too much
time, § 7-13-810

-primary elections, § 7-13-90

-qualifications, §§ 7-13-110, 7-13-120

-removal, § 7-13-70

-residency requirements, § 7-13-110

-results, statement of, § 7-13-1150

-right 10 vote, preservation of, § 7-13-130

-salaries, infra

-secrecy of ballot, preservation of, § 7-13-130

-special elections, appointment of managers for,
§ 7-13-70

-substitute for marred or defaced ballot, §
7-13-790

-table for managers at polling place, § 7-13-130

-taking too much time by voter, § 7-13-810

-volers

Managers of election—Cont'd

--appointment of manager when regular manager
fails to attend, § 7-13-170

--path administered by manager of election,
§ 7-13-120

-voling, duties as to, §§ 7-13-710, 7-13-730,
7-13-820

-voting machines, infra

-wilful neglect or corrupt conduct, § 7-25-160

Marion County

-congressional district, § 7-19-40

-senatorial district, § 7-21-30

-voting precincts, § 7-7-400

Marlboro County

-congressional district, § 7-19-40

-senatorial district, § 7-21-30

-voling precincts, § 7-7-410

Marred ballots

-substitute for marred ballot, § 7-13-790

Mayor or intendant

-municipal elections, appointment af supervisor
of registration for, §§ 7-5-640, 7-5-650

McCormick County

-congressional district, § 7-9-40

-senatorial district, § 7-21-30

-voling precinéis, § 7-7-390

Medical professions, persons in

-absentee registration and voting when absent

from county of residence, § 7-15-320

Meetings

-clubs. Party organization, infra

-slate convention, time and place ofl, § 7-9-100

-State Election Commission, § 7-3-10

Mentally ill or deficient persons

-registering or voting, disqualitied {rom, §

7-5-120

Merchant Marine of the Uniled States

-absentee registration and veding, supra

Military :

-absentee registralion and voting, supra

Militia

-national guard, voting in primary clections when

on duty, § 7-13-1030

Ministers

-absentee registration and voting when absent
from county of residence, § 7-15-320

Minute books

-county conventions, § 7-9-80

Misconduct

-registration boards, § 7-25-170

Multiple offices

-ballots, § 7-1-60

Multiple voting

-prohibition against multiple voting, § 7-25-110

Municipal corporations

-ballots for municipal elections. Ballots, supra

-Board of State Canvassers for Municipal

Primaries, Canvass of votes, supra

-candidates for municipal office. Municipal
elections, infra

-definitions, § 7-13-340

-incorporated towns, where electors to voie

7-910

-municipal elections, infra



Municipal elections—Cont'd

-municipal office, candidates for. Municipal
elections, infra

-municipal subdivisions, where electors to vote
in towns in which officers are elected by,
§7-7-910

-primary elections in municipal corporations.
Canvass of votes, supra

-registration of electors in municipal elections.
Municipal elections, infra

-voling machines, acquisition and use of, §

7-13-1660

-voting precincts, § 7-7-920

Municipal elections
generally, §§ 7-5-610 to 7-5-670

-absentee balloting in, § 7-15-390

-ballots, supra

-Board of State Canvassers for Municipal
Primaries. Canvass of votes, supra

-books of registration. Registration books, in-

fra this group

-candidates’ nominating petition certified by
clerk, § 7-11-70

-form of petition, § 7-11-80

-certified candidates, time to place names i
ballot of, § 7-13-350

-custody of registration books, § 7-5-670

-deputies of supervisor of registration, § 7-5-640

-form of nominating petition, § 7-11-5u

-mayor or intendant {0 appoint supcrvisor ol
registration, §§ 7-5-640, 7-5-650

-municipal primaries. Canvass of votes, supra

-municipal registration or enroliment noi
required, § 7-5-630

-petition, nomination by. Candidate, supra this
group

-qualifications to vote, § 7-5-610

-registration books

--preparation of books, § 7-5-660

—-use and custody of books, § 7-5-670

-registration certificate, production of,
§ 7-5-620

-residence, § 7-5-610

--proof, § 7-5-620

-salary of supervisor of registration, § 7-5-640

--special municipal registration not required,
§ 7-5-630

-supervisor of registration, § 7-5-640

--appointment, §§ 7-5-640, 7-5-6350

--assistants and deputies, § 7-5-640

--registration books, preparation of, § 7-3-660

--salary, § 7-5-640

—term of office, § 7-5-640

--vacancies in office, § 7-5-650

-term of office of supervisors of registration,
§ 7-5-640

-use of custody of registration books, § 7-5-670

-vacancies in office of supervisor of registra-
tion, § 7-5-650

-vote, who is entitled to, § 7-5-610

-voting precincts, § 7-7-920

Municipal primaries

-canvass of votes, supra

Murder

-conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

Nomination--Cont'd
Names
-ballots, supra
National Guard
-voting by members when on duty, § 7-13-1030
Neglect of duty
-wilful neglect of duty, infra
Newberry County
-congressional district, § 7-19-40
-senatorial district, § 7:21-30
-voting precincts, § 7-7-420
New Election
-Governor, when to be ordered by, § 7-13-1170
-procedure when too many ballots found in box,
§ 7-13-1140
Newspapers
-Board of State Canvassers to print state-
ments in public newspapers, § 7-17-320
-county conventions, notice of, § 7-9-70
-general and special elections, publication
of notices of, § 7-13-35
Nomination
-candidates, supra
-death or resignation, nomination of subsmutc
upon, § 7-11-50
-primary elections, nomination by. Primary
elections, infra
Notice
-absentee ballot
--applicant notified if received after polls
close, § 7-15-230
--notification of county election commission of
request for absentee ballot, § 7-15-430
-candidacy, notice of. Candidates, supra
-clubs, notice of meetings of, § 7-9-50
-contest of primary election, notice of decision
on, § 7-17-570
-conventions, notice of, § 7-9-70
-county conventions, notice of, § 7-9-70
-deletion of elector’s name from roster of
electors, § 7-3-30
-elector’s name deleted from roster of electors,
§ 7-3-30
-general election, notices as to, § 7-13-35
-primary elections, notice of decision on
coutest of, § 7-17-570
-publication of notice of election, payment for,
§ 7-23-20
-registration, notice of additional days and hours
for, § 7-5-140
-special election, notices as to, § 7-13-35
-stale committee, notice of hearing of appeal
by, § 7-17-560
Number of ballots provided
-ballots, supra
Qaths
-absentee ballot applicant, §§ 7-15-120, 7-15-
220, 7-15-230, 7-15-330, 7-15-340, 7-15-370,
7-15-380, 7-15-420
-Board of State Canvassers for Municipal
Primaries, members to take oath, § 7-17-590
-clerk of managers of election, § 7-13-80
~commissioners and managers, § 7-13-70
-conduct of elections, supra

--Co_unty Board of Canvassers. Canvass of



votes, supra

-managers of election, supra

-personnel counting ballots, § 7-13-1110

-printer of ballots and assistants, § 7-13-420

-registration, application for. Qualifications and
registration of electors, infra

-vote recorders, persons preparing or operating
tabulating devices for, § 7-13-1500

Obtaining money or goods under false
pretenses

-conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

Oconee County

-congressional district, § 7-19-40

-senatorial district, § 7-21-30

-voting precincts, § 7-7-430

Offenses

-crimes and offenses, supra

Officers and employees

-capital

--political party membership of public
officers temporarily residing at capital,
§ 7-9-40

--registration and voting by officers and their
spouses temporarily residing at capital or

county seats, § 7-7-980

-chairman of County Board of Canvassers,
§ 7-17-10

-clerk of registration board, § 7-5-20

~-clerks of court, supra

-clerks of election, supra

—clubs. Party organization, infra’

-Columbia. Capital, supra this group

-conventions, supra

-corrupt conduct by officers of election,
§ 7-25-170 '

-county officers. Counties, supra
-deputy members of registration boards,
§ 7-5-20

-party organization, infra

-political membership of public officers
temporarily residing at capital, § 7-9-40

-polling places, duties of officials at. Vote
recorders, infra

-registration and voting by officers and their
spouses temporarily residing at capital
or county seats, § 7-7-980

-registration boards, deputy members of, §

7-5-20
-statewide officers, infra

-supervisors of registration for municipal
elections, Municipal elections, supra

-yote recorders, infra

-wilful neglect or corrupt conduct by officers of
elections, § 7-25-170

Orangeburg County

-congressional district, § 7-19-40

-senatorial district, § 7-21-30

-voting precincts, § 7-7-440

Pardon

-pardon by Governor removes disqualification
of voters, § 7-5-120

Party clubs

-party organization) infra

Party Organization

Party organization—Cont’d
generally, §§ 7-9-10 to 7-9-100

-certification, procedure for, § 7-9-10

-clubs, § 7-9-30.

--activities, § 7-9-40

--commitiees, § 7-9-30

--county committees, control of clubs over,
§ 7-9-60

--county conventions, election of delegates Lo,
§ 7-9-70

--district

---defined, § 7-1-20

---glection of committeeman, § 7-9-30

---meetings, § 7-9-50

—notice, § 7-9-50

---quorum, § 7-9-50

--membership, § 7-9-40

--officers, § 7-9-30

--poll list of primary as prima facie list of
members, § 7-9-40

-reorganization, § 7-9-50

--title of club, § 7-9-30

--voting

---absentee voting, § 7-9-40

---one voting place per club, § 7-9-40

-committees

--county committees, infra this group

--state committee, infra this group

-conventions, supra

-county chairman

--call county convention to order, § 7-9-80

--definition, § 7-1-20

--elected by coumty convention, § 7-9-80

-—~member of county commiitee, § 7-9-60

-county committees

--candidates, supra

--canvass of votes, supra

--composition, § 7-9-60

--control over clubs, § 7-9-60

-=county chairman member of county
committee, § 7-9-60

--definition, § 7-1-20

--officers, § 7-9-60

--primary elections, infra

--registration books. Qualifications and
registration of electors, infra

--term of office, § 7-9-60

--vacancies in membership, § 7-9-60

-county conventions. Conventions, supra

-districts. Clubs, supra this group

-meetings. Clubs, supra this group

. -membership, qualifications for party, § 7-9-20
- -name of political party different from party

previously certified, § 7-9-10

-national committee, vacancies filled by state
commiltee, § 7-9-90

-officers

--clubs, § 7-9-30

--county committees, § 7-9-60

--state committee, § 7-9-90

-petition for certification of parties, § 7-9-10

-poll list as prima facie list of club members,
§ 7-9-40 :

-public officers, membership and activities of,
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Party organization—Cont’d
-state committee—Cont’d
-qualifications for party membership, § 7-9-20
-registration book. Qualification~ and registra-
tion of electors, infra
-reorganization of party clubs, § 7-9-50
-reports
--club olficers reported 10 clerk of vourt, § 7-9-30
-county convention officers reporieid 10 clerk
of court and (o secretary of state prior 1o sate
convention, § 7-9-80
-slate convention oflicers reported 1o
Secretary of State and state election com-
mission, § 7-9-100
-state chairman
--definition, § 7-1-20 }
--duties, generally, § 7-9-90
--glection, § 7-9-90
--powers, generally, § 7-9-90
--vacancy in office, § 7-9-90
--vale only in case of tie, § 7-9-90
-state committee
--¢candidaies, supra
--canvass of voles, supra
--composition, § 7-9-90
--definition § 7-1-20
--nomination of candidates. Candidates, supra
--officers, § 7-9-90
--presidential electors, infra
--primary elections, infra
--state chairman, supru this group
--terms of office, § 7-v-90
svacancies, § 7-9-90
state convention, Conventions, supri
-State Election Commission, infra
-terims of office
--counly committees, § 7-9-60
vacancies
--counly committees, § 7 2-60
--state chairmen, § 7-9-90
--state committee, § 7-9-vib
-voting, Cliby., supra this proup
Paymcunt
=COSIS OF cNpoises. supri
-salaries. method of payment of, § 7-23- 30
Peace oltficers
-campaien hiteralae within 200 feet of
polling place, removal of, § 7-25-180
-impersonuing vorer, Filnre 10 arrest perse -
§ 7-25-130
-maintenance of order, § 7-13-140
_-polling places
-campaign literatuee within 7080 teet, removal
of, § 7-25-180
--entering polling plice only on request « 1o
vore, § 7-13-160
—maintenanee of order, § 7-13-140
-vote recorders, rotection against moles: n
of and injury to, § 7-13-1400
Penalties
-allowing ballots 1o be seen, § 7-23-100
-assist officer, failure 10, § 7-13-150
-ballots
--allowing ballots 10 be seen, § 7-25-100
--removing ballot rom voting place, § 7-25- 10"

—-secrecy of ballot, viclation of, § 7-25-100

-bribery, § 7-25-190

Perjury

-applying for registration § 7-25-10

-conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

-election, false swearing at, § 7-25-150

-registration, application for, § 7-25-10

Persons in employment -

-absentee registration and voling, supra

Petitions

-municipal elections, supra

-nomination of candidate by petition,
Candidates, supra ]

-political parties, petition for certification
of, § 7-9-10

Physically disabled persons

-absentee registration and voting, supra

-authorized representative acting on behalf of
incapacitated voter, § 7-16-310

-handicapped persons, supra

Physicians and surgeons

-absentee registration and voting when absent
from county of residence, 7-15-320

Pickens County

-congressional district, 7-19-40

-senatorial district, 7-21-30

-voting precincts, 7-7-450

Pledge

-candidates, pledge of. Candidates, supra

Police

-peace officers, supra

Political clubs

-parly organization, supra

Political parties

-candidates, nomination of. Candidates, supra

-definition, § 7-1-20

-majority political party represented in Stdte
Election Commission, § 7-3-10

-minority political party represented in State
Election Commission, § 7-3-10

-nomination of candidates. Candidates, Supra

-grganization of parties. Pariy organization,
supra

-party organization, supra

-responsibilities

--absentee ballots, §§ 7-15-240, 7-15-340,
7-15-395

--primary, $§ 7-15-260

-special and primary elections, absentee
ballotting in, § 7-15-240

-State Election Commission, infra

Polling precincts and voting places
generally, §§ 7-7-10 to 7-7-980

-Abbeville County, § 7-7-30

-absentee voting precincts. Absentee registration
and voting, supra

-additional polling place, provision for, § 7-7-730

-Aiken County, § 7-7-40

-alcoholic beverages not to be sold or given
away within 1 mile of precinct, § 7-25-90

-Allendale County, §§ 7-7-50 to 7-7-70

alteration of precincts
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Polling precincts and voting places—Cont’d
generally, §§ 7-7-710 to 7-7-730
--additiona! polling place, providing, § 7-7-730
—certificates of registration, duplicate certificate
mailed 10 person whose registration is trans-
.ferred, § 7-7-720
. --dividing precinct list alphabetically, § 7-7-730
--General Assembly, certain precincts reported
for alteration by, § 7-7-710
--registration boards

-—alteration by boards where General Assembly -

fails to act, § 7-7-710

—dividing precinct lists alphabetically, § 7-7-730

--State Election Commission

—poll lists, providing separate alphabetically
arranged, § 7-7-730

-—reporting certain precincts to General
Assembly for alteration, § 7-7-710

—--transfer of registration, §§ 7-7-710, 7-7-720

- Anderson County, § 7-7-80

-annexation of part of county to municipality
divided into wards, § 7-7-960

-area of precincts defined, § 7-7-20

-arrangement of polling places, § 7-13-130

-ballots provided for each voting place,
number of, § 7-13430

-Bamberg County, § 7-7-90

-Barnwell County, § 7-7-100

-barrier-free polling places for physically
handicapped electors, § 7-7-990

-Beaufort County, § 7-7-110

-Berkeley County, § 7-7-120

-boundaries, change of ward or precinci,
§ 7-7-960

-Calhoun County, § 7-7-130

-capital, registration and voting of officers and
their spouses temporarily residing at,
§ 7-7-980

-change of location of voting place, § 7-7-970

-Charleston County, §§ 7-7-140, 7-7-150

-Cherokee County, § 7-7-160

-Chester County, § 7-7-170

-Chesterfield County, § 7-7-180

-Clarendon County, § 7-7-190

-closing polls. Conduct of elections, supra

-Colleton County, § 7-7-200

-conduct of elections, generally, Conduct of
elections, supra

-constitutional amendments posted at each
voting precinct, § 7-13-180

-county seats, registration and voting of officers
and their spouses temporarily residing at, §

7-7-980

-crimes and offenses, supra

-Darlingten County, § 7-7-210

-definition of polling precincts, § 7-1-20

-Dillon County, § 7-7-220

-dividing precinct list atphabetically, § 7-7-730

-Dorchester County, § 7-7-230

-Edgefield County, § 7-7-240

-establishment of precincts, § 7-7-10

-Fairfield County, § 7-7-250

-Florence County, § 7-7-260
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-General Assembly, certain precincts reported
for alteration by, § 7-7-710

-Georgetown County, § 7-7-270

-Greenville County, § 7-7-280

-Greenwood County, § 7-7-290

-guardrail. Conduct of elections, supra

-Hampton County, §§ 7-7-300, 7-7-310

-Horry County, § 7-7-320

-incorporated towns, § 7-7-910

-Jasper County, § 7-7-330

-Kershaw County, § 7-7-340

-Lancaster County, § 7-7-350

-Laurens County, § 7-7-360

-Lee County, § 7-7-370

-Lexingion County, § 7-7-380

-location of precincts and voting places
generally, §§ 7-7-10 to 7-7-530; as to where
electors are to vote, see ‘““where electors o
vote,” infra this group

--Abbeville county, § 7-7-30

--Aiken County, § 7-7-40

--Allendale County, §§ 7-7-50 to 7-7-70

--Anderson County, § 7-7-80

--areas of precincts defined, § 7-7-20

--Bamberg County, 7-7-90

--Barnwell County, § 7-7-100

--Beaufort County, § 7-7-110

--Berkeley County, § 7-7-120

--Calhoun County, § 7-7-130

--change of location of voting place, § 7-7-970

--Charleston County, §§ 7-7-140, 7-7-150

--Cherokee County, § 7-7-160

--Chester County, § 7-7-170

--Chesterfield County, § 7-7-180

--Clarendon County, § 7-7-190

-Colleton County, § 7-7-200

--Darlington County, §7-7-210

--billon County, § 7-7-220

--Dorchester County, § 7-7-230

--Edgefield County, § 7-7-240

--establishment of precincts, § 7-7-10

--Fairfield County, § 7-7-250

--Florence County, § 7-7-260

--Georgetown County, § 7-7-270

--Greenville Coumty, § 7-7-280

--Greenwood County, § 7-7-290

--Hampton County, §§ 7-7-300, 7-7-310

--Horry County, § 7-7-320

--Jasper Counlty, § 7-7-330

--Kershaw County, § 7-7-340

--Lancaster Couniy, § 7-7-350

--Laurens County, § 7-7-360

--Lee County, § 7-7-370

--Lexington County, § 7-7-380

--Marion County, § 7-7-400

--Marlboro County, § 7-7-410

--McCormick County, § 7-7-390

--Newberry County, § 7-7-420

--QOconee County, § 7-7-430

--Orangeburg County, § 7-7-440

--Pickens County, § 7-7-450

--precincts established, § 7-7-10



Polling precincts and voting places—Cont'd

" - - registration boards, areas of precincts
defined by, § 7-7-20

- - Richland County, §§ 7-7-460, 7-7-470

- - Saluda County, § 7-7-480

- - Spartanburg County, § 7-7-490

- - Sumter County, § 7-7-500

- - Unien County, § 7-7-510

- - Williamsburg County, § 7-7-520

- - York County, § 7-7-530

- maintenance of order at polls. Managers
of election, supra

- managers of elections, supra

- Marion County, § 7-7-400

- Marlboro County, § 7-7-410

- McCormick County, § 7-7-390

- municipal elections, § 7-7-920

- municipal subdivisions, 1owns in which
officers elected by, -§ 7-7-910

- name of voting place, change of, § 7-7-
970

- Newberry County, § 7-7-420

- new precincts, establishment of, § 7-7-950

- Oconee County, § 7-7-430

- Orangeburg County, § 7-7-440

- peace officers, supra

- Pickens County, § 7-7-450

- place or location. Location, supra this
group

- polling precincts, definition of, § 7-1-20

- precinct list divided alphabetically, § 7-7-
730

- registration boards

- - alteration of precingts, supra this group

- - areas of precincts, board to define, § 7-
7-20

- - new precinct, establishment of, § 7-7-
950

- registration certificate, voling a1 precinet
designated in, § 7-7-930

- removal from one precinct to another,
§ 7-7-940

- residence, nearest voting place within
precinct of, § 7-7-910

- Richland County, §§ 7-7-460, 7-7-470

- Saluda County, 5 7-7-480

- Spantanburg County, § 7-7-490

- State Election Commission. Alteration of
precincts, supra this group

- Sumiter County, § 7-7-500

- twransfer of registration, duplicaie

certificates of registration mailed upon,

§ 7-7-720

- Union County, § 7-7-510

- vote recorders, infra

- voting booths. Booths, supra

- voting, generally. Conduct of elections,
supra

- voting machines, infra

- voting places, definition of, § 7-1-20

-.voling precincts synonomous with polling
precinct and voting place, § 7-1-20

- wards, towns where officers elected by,
§ 7-7-910

- where electors to vote

Polling precincts and voting places—Cont'd
- where electors to vote—Cont'd
generally, §§ 7-7-910 to 7-7-980; as to
location of voting places and pre-
cincts, see “*location of precincts
and voting places,”’ supra this
group
- - annexation of part of county to munici-
pality divided into wards, § 7-7-960
- - boundaries, change of ward or precinci,
§ 7-7-960
- - capital, registration and voting of
officers and their spouses tempo-
rarily residing at, § 7-7-980
- change of ward or precinct boundaries,
& 7-7-960
- couniy seals, registration and voting of
officers and their spouses tempo-
rarily residing at, § 7-7-980
incorporated towns, § 7-7-910
location of voting place, change of, § 7-
7970
municipal elections, § 7-7-920
municipal subdivisions, towns in which
officers elected by, § 7-7-910
- - name of voting place, change of, § 7-7-
970
-- ngxgoprecincts. establishment of, § 7-7-

]
]

[
.

officers and their spouses temporarily
residing at county seats, registra-
tion and voting by, § 7-7-980
registration certificate, voting ai pre-
cinct designated in, § 7-7-930
removai from one precinct to another,
§ 7-7-940
residence, nearest voling place within
precinct of, § 7-7-910
wards, towns where officers elected by,
§ 7-7-910
- Williamsburg Coumy, § 7-7-520
- York County, § 7-7-530
Poll lists
- conduct of elections, supra
- contests, poll lists to accompany ballots in
protests on, § 7-17-40
- dividing precinct lisis alphabetically, § 7-
- party club members, poll list of prima
facie list of, § 7-9-40
- State Election Commission to provide
lists, §§ 7-7-730, 7-13-710
Polls
- polling precinets and voting places, supra
Poor persons
- public aid receipt not to disfranchise citi-
zen, § 7-1-30
Precincts
- absentee voting precincis. Absentee regis-
tration and voting, supra
- polling precincts and voung places, supra
Presidential electors
generally, §§ 7-19-70 to 7-19-120
- Administrator of General Services
- - appoiniment certificate delivered to Ad-
ministrator, § 7-19-70
- - results mailed 1o Administrator, certifi-
cate of, § 7-19-100
-"ballots
- - declaring candidate elector will vote
for, § 7-19-80
- - obligation to vote for candidates for
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whom elector declared, § 7-19-80
- - penalty for violating voting obligations,

§ 7-19-80
-- presudcm placing name of candidate
for, § 7-13-320

- - State Election Commission, Ballots pre-
pared by, § 7-13-340

- - vice-president, placing name of candi-
date for, § 7-13-320

- Board of State Canvassers

- - adjournment o ascertain election re-
turns from state, § 7-17-230

- - certified statement of votes cast for
each candidate, § 7-17-240

- cupvass of votes. Board of State Canvass-
ers, supra this group

- certificute of appointment

- - Administrator of General Services, de-
livered 1o, § 7-19-70

- - Governor 1o deliver six duplicate copies
10 electors, § 7-19-70

- certificate of rosults, § 7-19-90

- - disposition, § 7-19-100

- - mail two certificates to the Administra-
tor of Genceral Services, § 7-19-100

- - Secretary of State, two certificates to,
§ 7-19-100

- commissioners of clection for electors as
County Bomd of Canvassers, § 7-17-
10

- compensation, § 7-19-110

- declaration for which candidates he will

vote, § 7-19-80

- expenses, § 7-19-110

- Governor

- certificate of appoiniment of efectors,

§ 7-19.70

- - duties, § 7-19-120

- how chosen, § 7-19-70

- meeting, § 7-19-90

- nomination ol electors, § 7-9-90

- obligation to vote for candldale for whom .

elecior declared, § 7-19-80

- organization, § 7-19-90

- penalty for violating voting obligations,
§ 7-19-80

- president, placing on ballot name of can-
didate for, § 7-13-320

- results, certificates of. Certificates of re-
sults, supra this group

- Secretary of State

- - certificate of results delivered to Secre-
tary, § 7-19-100

- - declaration for which candidates elector
will vote, § 7-19-80

- - duties during presidential clection, § 7-
19-120 '

- stale committee

- - nomination, § 7-9-90

- - vacancies, filling of, § 7-9-90

- State Election Commission, ballot pre-
pared by, § 7-13-340

- slate officials, duties of, § 7-19-120

- terms of office, § 7-9-90

- vacancies

- - filled by state committee, § 7-9-90

- - filiing vacancies, § 7-19-90

- vige-president, placing on ballot name of
candidate for, § 7-13-320

- vmlauon of provisions as to declarauons
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Presidential electors—Cont’d
voting, etc., § 7-19-80

- voting for candidate for whom elector .
declared, § 7-19-80

Presumptions and burden of proof

- candidate withdrawing after nomination
for legitimate nonpolitical reason to
have strict burden of proof, § 7-11-50

- verlificate to prove registration, § 7-5-450

- vleclors must appear on books or prove
registration to vote, § 7-5-440

- registration certificate proof of right to
vote, § 7-13-710

Primary elections

generally, §§ 7-13-1010 to 7-13-1040

- absentee balloting in, §§ 7-15-240, 7-15-
340, 7-15-39%0

- - absentee voting precincts, application
of article, § 7-15-450,

- - persons qualified to vote by absentee
ballot, § 7-15-320

- - validity of regisivadion, § 7-15-160

- affidavits of successful candidates, § 7-11-
240 .

- ballot boxes provided by county commit- |
ree, § 7-13-840

- ballots, supra

- Board of State Canvussers for Mumc:pal '
Primaries. Canvass of votes, supra

- booths provided by county committce,
§ 7-13-740

- bribery, § 7-25-50

- candidates

- - affidavits of successful candldates. §7-
11-240

- - conduct of elections, § 7-11-20

- - death of nominee, substitution upon,
§ 7-11-50

- - disqualification of nominee, substitution
upon, § 7-11-50

-« House Of Representatives, names of

candidates reported 1o Stue 1Flec-
tion Commission, § 7-11-40

nomination by primary elections, § 7-
11-1¢ ’

notice of Ldl‘ldldilC} §§ 7-11-210 10 7-
11-230

pledge of candidale, §§ 7-11-210 to 7-
11-230

- - state senatar, General Asseinbly, supra

substitution upon death, withdrawal or
disqualification of candidate, § 7-
11-50

unopposed candidaics, § 7-11-90

withdrawal of nominee, substitution
upon, § 7-11-50

canvass of votes, supra

challenged votes, § 7-13-830

conduct of primaries, § 7-11-20

contesls. Canvass of votes, supra

convention nomination in same year, pro-

hibition against primary elections
and, § 7-11-30
county committees



Primary Elections—Cont'd
- - ballot boxes provided by committees,
§ 7-13-840
- - ballots furnished by committees, § 7-13-
610
- - challenged votes, § 7-13-830
- county committee’s duties in conducting.
§ 7-15-250
- impersonalirntg voler, posting provisions
in precinct prohibiting, § 7-25-140
- managers of election, appointment of
§ 7-13-90 ‘
- run-off elections, § 7-13-50
- voters’ lists furnished by registration
board, § 7-5-420
- voling booths provided by commnmes
§ 7-13-740
county officers. Counties, supra
crimes and offenses, generally supra
daie of primary elections, § 7-13-40
death of nominee, substitution upon, § 7-
11-50
definition of primaries, § 7-1-20 -
disqualification of neminee, substitution
upon, § 7-11-50 .
false swearing, § 7-25-150
General Assembly, supra
hours polls open, § 7-13-60
House of Représentatives, names of can-
didates reported to Statc Election
Commission, § 7-11-40
impersonating voter, posting provisions
in precinct prohibiting, § 7-25-140
managers of elections, § 7-13-90
municipal primaries. Canvass of votes,
supra
national guard when on duly, volmg by,
8§ 7-13-1030
new ¢lection when too many ballots:
found in ballot box, § 7-13-1140
nomination by primary election, § 7-1i-10
notice of candidacy, §§ 7-11-210 to 7-11-
230 :
oath of voters, § 7-13-1010
pledge of candidate, § 7-11-210, to 7-11-
- 230 ) .
protests. Canvass of votes, supra
publication of names of managers and
clerks, § 7-13-90
gualifications for voting, § 7-9-20
registration books, § 7-5-150
run-off elections, § 7-13-50
senator of state, General Assunbly, supra
solicitor, run-off elections for, § 7-13-50
state commitiee
- - ballot furnished by state commitice,
§ 7-13-610
- - canvass of voles, supra
- - date of primary election, § 7-13-40
- - run-off elections, § 7-13-50
- State Elections Commission, names of can-
didates for House Representatives -
reported to, § 7-11-40

'

Primary elections—Cont'd

- state senator. General Assembly, supra

- statewide offices, infra

- substitution upon death, withdrawal or
disqualification of candidate, § 7-¥1-
50 .

successful candidates, affidavits of, § 7-11-
240
time, Canvass of votes, supra
unopposed candidates, § 7-11-90
vote recorders, use in primary elections
of, § 7-13-1360 .
volers' oath, § 7-13-1010
voting booths provided by county com-
mittee, § 7-13:-740
voling in more than one primary the same
day prohibited, § 7-13-1040
voting machines; use in primary efections
of, §§ 7-13-1720, 7-13-1900
voting precincts established by theml
Assembly, § 7-7-10-
waichers, § 7-13-860 :
withdrawal of nominee, substitution upon
§ 7-11-50
Printing
- ballots, supra
Prisons and prisoners
- confinement in public prison disqualifies
voter, § 7-5-120 -
- crimes and offenses, generally, supra
Probate courts and judges
- judges, when general election held- l'or
§ 7-13-30
Procuring votes by bribery
- offering to procure votes by bribery, § 7-
25-60
Proof of registration
- registration certificates, infra-
Protests or contests
- contests, supra
Public aid
- receipt of aid not to d:sfranchnse citizen,
§ 7-1-30
Publication
- Board of State Canvassers to print state-
ments in public newspapers § 7-17-
320
- impersonation of voler, posting copies ol'
laws prohibiting, § 7-25-140
- notices of election, payment of fees for,
§ 7-23-20
- notices of gencral and special election,
§ 7-13-35
- primaries, names of managers and clerks
for, § 7-13-90
Public officers
- officers and employees, supra
Purchase
- State Election Commission, purchase of
equipment by, § 7-3-20
Qualifications and registration of electors
generally, §§ 7-5-10 to 7-5-670 -
- absentee registration. Absentee regisira-
' tion and voting, supra -
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Qualifications and registration of electors
—Cont’d

- age—Cont'd

- age
generally, § 7-5-120

- - closing books, qualification, completed
after, §§ 7-5-150, 7-5-180

- - municipal ¢lections, § 7-5-610

- - persons coming of age while books
closed, §§ 7-5-150, 7-5-180

- - primary elections, § 7-9-20

- annual registration, § 7-5-160

- appeal from denial of registralion. Re-
quirement of and qualifications for
registration, infra this group

- application for registration, form of, § 7-
5-170 -

- boards of registration. Registration
boards, infra

- books of registration

- - municipal elections, supra

- - registration books and lists of electors,
infra this group

- - requirement of and qualifications for
registration, infra this group

- certificate of registration. Registration
certificates, infra

- closing books, age qualifications completed
after, §§ 7-5-150, 7-15-180

- commissioners of election. Registration
books and list of electors, infra this
group

- county committees. Registration books
and list of electors, infra this group

- courthouse, registration books kept open
at, § 7-5-130

- custody of registration books, §§ 7-5-410,
7-5-460, 7-5-670

- denial of registration or restoration of
name on registration books. Require-
ment of and qualifications for regis-
trations, infra this group

- disqualifications from registration and
voling, § 7-5-120

- false swearing in applying for registration,
§ 7-25-10

- forms for registration

- - application for registration, § 7-5-170

- - State Election Commission to furnish
forms, § 7-5-280

- fraudulent registration, § 7-25-20

- general elections, registration book fur-
nished to commissioners for, § 7-5-
430

- general registration every tenth year, § 7-
5-160

- handicapped persons, assisting registra-
tion of, § 7-5-210

- infants or minors coming of age while
books closed, registration of, §§ 7-5-
150, 7-5-180

- inspect registration books, right of citi-
zens 10, § 7-5-410

- lists. Registration books, infra this group

- mail registration § 7-5-155 236

- municipal elections, § 7-5-610

Qualifications and registration of electors
—Cont’d
- notice of additional days and hours for
registration, § 7-5-140
- oaths. Requirement of and qualifications
for registration, infra this group
- permanent registration, § 7-5-160
- perjury in applying for registration, § 7.
25-10 '
- physically disabled persons, assisting reg-
istration of, § 7-5-210
- primary elections, qualifications for voting
at, § 7-9-20
- proof of registration, §§ 7-5-440, 7-5-450,
7-13-710
- qualifications for registration and voting.
Requirement of and qualifications for
registration, infra this group
registration boards, infra
registration books and lists of electors
generally, §§ 7-5-410 to 7-5-470
- absentee registration after closing of
books, § 7-15-175
- certificates of registration. Registration
certificates, infra
- closing books, gualification completed
after, §§ 7-5-150, 7-5-180
- commissioners of election
- - - commissioners furnished with books,
§ 7-5-430
- - - managers of election, books given to,
§ 7-5-640
- contested elections, preserved uitil de-
termination of, § 7-15-170
- - county committees
- - division of books, * 7-5-470
- - managers of election, books turned
over to, ' 7-5-460
- - - party primarics, furnished to commir-
tees for, * 7-5-420
- courthouse, books kept open af, * 7-5- -
130
- custody of books, " 7-5-410, 7-5-460,
7-5-670
- deposited with clerk of courl or regis-
tration board’s office, * 7-5-410
- division of registration books. * 7-5-470
- Election Commission to approve divi-
sion of registration books, * 7-5-
470
- electors must appear on official lists or
prove registration to voie, * 7-5-
440
- general elections, registration book fur-
nished to commissioners for, * 7-5-
430
- - inspection, right of citizen to, * 7-5-410
- - municipal elections, supra
- - party organization. County commmiltecs,
supra this sub-group
- - political parties, list of qualified cleciors
provided to, * 7-15-190
- - primary elections, ** 7-5-150, 7-5-420
- - proof of registration. Registration
certificates, infra

'
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Qualifications and registration of electors
—Conc’d
- registration books and lists of electors
—Cont’d
- qualifications for and requirements of
registration. Requirement of and
qualifications for registration, infra
this group
- - registration boards, books returned (o,
' 7.5-460
- - registration when qualification com-
pleted after closing, * 7-5-180
- - requirement of and qualifications for
registration, infra this group
- - return after election, * 7-5-460

- - roster of electors. State Election Com-
mission, infra
- - special election, registration book [ur-
nished 10 commissioners for, * 7-5-
430
- State Election Commission 10 approve
division of registration books, * 7-
5-470
- supervisors of registration for munici-
pal elections. Municipal elections,
supra
- voting by person whose name is not on,
§ 7-13-820
registration certificates, infra
registration required to vote, § 7-5-110
requirement of and qualifications for reg-
istration
generally, §§ 7-5-110 to 7-5-280
- annual registration, § 7-5-160
- appeal from denial of registration. De-
nial of registration or restoration of
name on registration books, infra
this sub-group
- application for registration, form of,
§ 7-25-170
- books of registration
- - - qualification completed after closing
books, §§ 7-5-150, 7-5-180
- - - registration books, generally. Regis-
tration books and lists of elec-
tors, supra this group
- - - time and place where opened, § 7-5-
130
- - certificate of registration. Registration
certificates, infra
- - decisions on application, § 7-5-170
- - denial of registration or restoration of
name on registration books
- - - appeal, § 7-5-230
- - - Court of Common Pleas, appeal to,
§ 7-5-240
- - - Supreme Court, further appeal to,
§ 7-5-250
- - disqualifications, § 7-5-120
- - false swearing in applying for registra-
tion, § 7-25-1¢
- - form of application for registration, § 7-
5-170
- fraudulent registration, § 7-25-20

- - handicapped persons, assisting registra-
tion of, § 7-5-210
- - infants or minors coming of age while
books closed, §§ 7-5-150, 7-5-180
- - notice of additional days and hours for
registration, § 7-5-140
- - oath required for application, § 7-5-170
- - - false swearing in application, § 7-25-
10
- - perjury in applying for registration, § 7-
25-10
- - physically disabted persons, assisting
registration of, § 7-5-210
- - primary elections, § 7-9-20
- - qualifications, § 7-5-120
- - - completion of qualification after clos-
ing of books, § 7-5-18C
- - - determined by registration board,
§ 7-5-230
- - - infants or minors coming of age
while books closed, § 7-5-150
- - registration boards, generally. Registra-
tion boards, infra
- - registration books, generaily, and lists of
clectors,
supra this group
- - registration required to vote, § 7-5-110
- - residence, § 7-5-120
- - restoration of name on registration
books. Denial of registration, supra
this sub-group
- - State Election Commission (o furnish
forms, § 7-5-280
- - written application for registration, ne-
cessity for, § 7-5-170
residence requirement, § 7-25-120
restoration of name of registration books.
Reguirement of and qualifications for
registration, supra this group
roster of qualified voters. State Election
Commission, infra
- State Election Commission
- - books of registration, approval of divi-
sion of, § 7-5-470 .
- - registration’ forms, Commission to fur-
nish, § 7-5-280
- vote, registration required to, § 7-5-110
Quorum
- Board of State Canvassers for Municipal
Primaries, § 7-17-590
- registration boards, § 7-5-30
Radio and television
- liability of boadcasting station for defam-
atory statement by candidate, § 7-1-
80
Rape
- assault with intent to ravish conviction
disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120
- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120
Receiving stolen goods
- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120
Recording votes
- vole recorders, infra
Records



- absentee registration and voting, preser-
vation and destruction of record
books and registration forms, §§ 7-
15-170, 7-15-370, 7-15-385

- results of canvass, Secretary of State 10
record, § 7-17-300

- slate convention, list of officers reported
to Secretary of State, § 7-9-100

Recoum

- constitutional amendments, elections on,
§ 7-17-280

- mandatory in certain elections, § 7-17-280

Referendum

- ballots, §§ 7-13-310, 7-13-400

‘‘special election’” as including referen-
) dum, § 7-1-20

- voung ; machines, use of separate batlots
in referendum, § 7-13-1730

Registration

see also groups beginning with ‘‘registra-
tion,” infra

- absenter registration. Absentee registra-
tion.and voting, supra

- voters. Qualifications and registration of
electors, supra

Registration boards

generally, §§ 7-5-10 to 7-5-40

- absentee batlots

- - furnishing of, §§ 7-15-360, 7-15-370

- - primary and special elections, § 7-15-
240

- - return envelopes for, § 7-15-375

- - lime to remain open for registration,

§ 7-15-140
- - verification of, § 7-15-350

advice and consent of Senate, appoint-
menis to boards on, § 7-5-10

alteration of precincts. Polling precincts
and voting places, supra

annual registration, § 7-5-160

application for registration, decisions on,
§ 7-5-170

appoimment, § 7-5-10

business hours

- additional days and hours for registra-
tion, § 7-5-140

- election day, § 7-5-440

certificate of registration. Regisiration
certificates, infra

clerk, § 7-5-20

convicted -of certain offenses, report 1o
boards by clerks and magistrates of
persons, § 7-3-60

deletion ol «wlector’s name from roster of

cleaors, appeal from, § 7-3-30

deniil of registration, Qualifications and
regastration of electors, supra

deputy mombers, § 7-5-20

dividing prerinct lists alphabeticaliy, § 7-
3730

duties, § 75-30

expenszes, supplements (o counties to
help defray, § 7-5-40

- general registration every tenth year, § 7-

'
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5-160

- Governor, supra

- judges of legal qualifications of applicanis
for registration, § 7-5-230

- misconduct or neglect of duty, § 7-25-170

- notice to board of removal from onv
precinct to another, § 7-7-940

- offices, § 7-5-30

- polling precincts and voting places, supra

- primary elections, lists of voters furnished
county committee for, § 7-5-420

- qualifications determined by board, § 7-5-
230

- quorum, § 7-5-30

- records deposited with clerk of court or
in board’s office, § 7-5-410

- registration, decisions on application for,
§ 7-5-170

- removal, § 7-5-510

- Siate Election Commission, voters’' names
reported to, § 7-3-20

- term of office, § 7-5-30

- vacancies in office, § 7-5-30

- voter, deletion from roster of electors of
name of, § 7-3-30

- voting precincts. Polling precincts and
voting places, supra

- willful neglect or corrupt conduct, § 7-25-
170

Registration books

- municipal elections, supra

- qualifications and registration of electors,
supra

Registration certificates

- boundaries, new certificate mailed to elec-
tor upon change of ward or precinet,
§ 7-7-960

- Jdefaced or lost certificates, reissuance of,
§ 7-5-260

- delivery, § 7-5-190

- duplicate certificates

- - issuance, § 7-5.270

- - Siate Election Commission, furnished
o, § 7-3-50

- - transfer of registration, mailed (o per-
son upon, § 7-7-720

- duration of certificates, § 7-5-160

- form, § 7-5-200

- fraudulent registration, § 7-25-20

- handicapped person signing certificate by
mark, § 7-5-210
- illegal certificate, receipt or use of, § °
25-40

- improperly furnishing certificate, § 7-25-
30

- invalid at election within 30 days of issu-
ance, § 7-5-220

- issuance, § 7-5-190

- - duplicate certificates, § 7-5-270

- location of voting place changed, § 7-7-
970

- lost certificate, reissuance of, § 7-5-260

- municipal elections, production of certifi-
cates at, §§ 7-5-60, 7-5-620



- name of voling place changed, § 7-7-970

- new precinct established, § 7-7-950

- political parties, qualifications for mem-
bership in, § 7-9-20

- precinct designated in certificate, voting
at, § 7-7-930

- primary elections, gqualifications for voling
in, § 7-9-20

- proof of registration, § 7-5-440

- - certificate furnished by registration
board or executive director without
cosl, * 7-5-450

- proof of right 1o vote, * 7-13-710

- receiving illegal certificate, * 7-25-40

- regisiered voters, furnished to, * 7-5-200

- registration, certificate 10 prove, * 7-5-450

- removal from one precinct to another,
*7-7-940 X

- signing in presence of registration or
other official, waiver, * 7-7-960

- State Election Commission, infra

- using illegal certificate, * 7-25-40 )

- vote, registration certificate to prove right
to, ' 7-13-710

- voting place location or name changed,
¥ 17970

Removal

- commissioners of election, § 7-13-70

- managers of election, § 7-13-70

- publication of notice requirements as to
special election to fill vacancy vreated
by removal from office, exception as
to, § 7-13-35

- registration board members, § 7-5-510

Reports

- Board of Voting Machine Commissioners,
examination and approval of voting
machines by, § 7-13-1620

- certain precincets reported to General As-
sembly for alteration, § 7-7-710

- crimes and offenses reported to executive
director of State Election Commis-
sion, § 7-3-60

- deaths reported by Bureau of Vital Statis-
tics to State Election Commission,
§ 7-3-40

- election resulis reported to Secretary of
State, § 7-13-1160

- House of Representatives reported to
State Election Commission, candi-
dates for, § 7-11-40

- party organization, supra

Requirement of and qualifications for regis-

tration

- qualifications and registration of electors,
supra

Residence

- managers of elections, § 7-13-110

- municipal elections, supra

- registration and voting, qualification for,
§ 7-5-120

- voting place nearest to precinct of resi-
dence, § 7-7-910
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Resignation

- nomination of substitute candidate follow-
ing, § 7-11-50

- publication of nolice requirements as 10
special election to fill vacancy created
by resignation, exception as to, § 7-
13-35

- United States senator, § 7-19-20

Returns

- canvass of voles, generally. Canvass of
votes, supra :

- commissioners of election to report re-
turns to State Election Commission,
§ 7-13-1160

- State Election Commission, returns re-
ported to, § 7-13-1160

- voting machines, § 7-13-1880

Richland County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voling precinets, § 7-7-460

- « Columbia, city of, § 7-7-470

Robbery

- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

Roster of qualified voters

- State Election Commission, infra

Run-off elections

- mandatory recoumts, § 7-17-280

- primary elections, run-off primary elections in,
§ 7-13-50

- solicitor, run-off elections for,
§ 7-13-50

Salaries

- ¢clerks of election, § 7-23-10

- - method of payment, § 7-23-20

- executive director of State Election Com-
mission, § 7-3-20

- managers of election, § 7-23-10

- - method of payment, § 7-23-20

- presidential electors, § 7-19-110

- State Election Commission, executive di-
rector of, § 7-3-20

- supervisors of registration in municipai
elections, § 7-5-640

Saluda Counmty

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voling precincts, § 7-7-480

Sample ballots

- vote recorders, § 7-13-1400

- voting machines, § 7-13-1740

* Schools

- students, infra

Secrecy of ballot preserved

- ballots, supra

Secrelary of State

- Board of State Canvassers. Canvass of
votes, supra

- canvass of voles, supra

- constitutional amendments furnished 10
commissioners of election, § 7-13-180

- conventions, supra

- presidential electors, supra



Senate

- Congress, supra

- General Assembly, supra

- senatorial districts, General Assembly, su-
pra

Sheriff

- County Board of Canvassers, copy of pro-
test deposited with sheriff, § 7-17-30

- entering polling place only on request or
to vote, § 7-13-160

- failure to assist sheriff in maintaining or-
der, § 7-13-150

- general election, date of, § 7-13-20

- impersonating voter, failure to arrest per-
son, § 7-25-130

- primary elections, serivce of protests and
contests in, § 7-17-520

- removal of campaign literature within two
hundred feet of polling place, § 7-25-
180

Short title

generally, § 7-1-10

Signature

- certificate of registration by physically dis-
abled persons by mark, § 7-5-210

- poll list, effect of signature of voter on,
§ 7-13-710

Slander

- broadcasting station’s liability for defama-
tory statement by candidate, § 7-1-80

Sodomy

- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

Solicitor

© - circuit solicitors, supra

- notice and pledge of candidate, § 7-11-
210

- primary elections, run-off elections in,
§ 7-13-50

Spartanburg County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voling precincts, § 7-7-490

Special elections

- absentee registration and voting

- absentee balloting, §§ 7-15-240, 7-15-340,
7-15-390 ]

- - absentee voting precincts, application
of article to, § 7-15-450

- - persons qualified to vote by absentee
ballot, § 7-15-320

- - State Election Commission, duties of,
§ 7-15-10

- - validity of registration, § 7-15-160

- affidavits of successful candidates, § 7-11-
240

- ballots, supra

- bribery, § 7-25-50

- candidates )

- - affidavits of successful candidates, § 7-
11-240

- - nomination, methods of, § 7-11-10

- - pledge of candidates, § 7-11-230

- commissioners of election, appointment
of, § 7-13-70 '
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- conduct of special elections, § 7-13-10

- crimes and offenses, generally, supra

- definition of special elections, § 7-1-20

- electoral board, definition of, § 7-1-20

- hours polls open, § 7-13-60

- how conducted, § 7-13-10

- managers of election, appointment of,
§ 7-13-70

- manner of conducting special elections,

§ 7-13-10

- nomination of candidates, methods of,
§ 7-11-10

- notices, publication of, § 7-13-35

- pledge of candidates, § 7-11-230

- referendum, term ‘‘special election'’ as

including, § 7-1-20
registratation books furnished to commis-
sioners, § 7-5-430

- State Election Commission, duties as to
absentee registration and voting of,
§ 7-15-10

- successful candidates, affidavits of, § 7-11-
240

- validity of absentee registration, § 7-15-
160

- vote recorders, display before elections
of, § 7-13-1450

- voting booths provided by commissioners
of election, § 7-13-740

- voting machines, use in special elections
of, § 7-13-1660

- watchers, § 7-13-860

- write-in names authorized, § 7-13-1120

Specifications and standards

- ballots, §§ 7-13-320, 7-13-610

Spouses

- absentee ballot, spouses of persons quali-
fied to vote by, § 7-15-320

- conduct of elections, supra

. - registration by absentee method, qualifi-

cation for, § 7-15-110

Standards and specifications

- ballots, §§ 7-13-320, 7-13-610

State Board of Voting Machine Commis-
sioners

- voling machines, infra

State chairman

- party organization, supra

- candidate seeking to resign before elec-
tion to file affidavit with, § 7-11-50

- substitute candidate named by executive
committee of party to be certified by
county or state chairman, § 7-11-50

State committee

- candidates, supra

- canvass of votes, supra

- party organization, supra

State convention

- conventions, supra

State Election Commission

generally, §§ 7-3-10 to 7-3-60

- absentee registration and voting, supra

- affidavits of successful candidates filed
with Commission, § 7-11-240
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alteration of precincts. Polling precincts
and voting places, supra

appeal by elector from deletion of name
from roster of electors, § 7-3-30

appointment by Governor, § 7-3-10

ballots

- executive director, infra this group

- printing and distribution, § 7-13-340

- standards and specifications, § 7-13-320

Board of State Canvassers

- meeting at office of Commission, § 7-
17-220

- State Election Commission 1o be Board,
§ 7-17-210

books of registration, approval of division
of, § 7-5-470

candidates

- affidavits of successful candidales filed
with Commission, § 7-11-240

- House of Representatives, names and
addresses of candidates reported to
Commission, § 7-11-40

- nomination by petition, §§ 7-11-70, 7-
11-80

- pledge of candidates filed with commis-
sion, § 7-11-230

- state senators, § 7-21-40

candidate seeking to resign before elec-
tion to file affidavit with, § 7-11-50

central registration system

generally, §§ 7-3-10 to 7-3-60

- county board of registration, duplicate
certificates furnished executive di-
rector by, § 7-3-50

- crimes and offenses, clerk and magis-
trates (o report persons convicled
ol certain, § 7-3-60

- death reports furnished by Bureau of
Vital Statistics, § 7-3-40

- executive director, duplicate certificates
furnished executive director, § 7-3-
50

- roster of qualified voters, § 7-3-20

- - deaths reported by Bureau of Vital
Statistics, § 7-3-40

- - deletion of etector’s name from ros-
ter, §§ 7-3-20, 7-3-30

certificates of registration. Executive di-
rector, infra this group

certification of political parties, § 7-9-10

chairman appointed by Governor, § 7-3-
10

compensation of executive director, § 7-3-
20

composition, § 7-3-10

conduct of elections, supra

Constitutional Ballot Commission, direc-
tor as member of, § 7-13-2120

County Board of Canvassers to file dupli-
cate statements with Commission,
§ 7-17-90

county board of registration, duplicate
certificates furnished executive direc-
tor by, § 7-3-50

- County Election Commission, supra
- created, § 7-3-10
- crimes and offenses, clerks and magis-
trates {o report persons convicted of
certain, § 7-3-60
- death reports furnished by Bureau of
Vital Siatistics, § 7-3-40
- deletion of elector's name from roster of
clectors, §§ 7-3-20, 7-3-30
- distribution of ballots, § 7-13-340
- division of registration books approval of,
§ 7-5-470
- duties of, § 7-15-10
- equipment, authority to lease, § 7-3-20
- executive director
generally, § 7-3-20
- - ballots
- - - information may be disclosed by di-
rector, § 7-13-420
- - - provided by executive director, § 7-
13-310
- - certificate of registration
- - - duplicate certificates furnished direc-
tor by County Board of Registra-
tion, § 7-3-50
- - - form furnished by director, § 7-5-200
- - furnish without cost or charge, § 7-5-
450
- - compensation, § 7-3-20
- - Constitutional Ballot Commission,
member of, § 7-13-2120
- - county board of registration, duplicate
certificates furnished executive di-
rector by, § 7-3-50
- deletion of elector’s name from roster
of electors, §§ 7-3-20, 7-3-30
- - duties, generally, § 7-3-20
- - elected by Commssion, § 7-3-20
- - powers, generally, § 7-3-20
- - registration certificates. Certificates of
registration, supra this sub-group
- - staff, generally, § 7-3-20
- - term of office, § 7-3-20
- general elections, pledge of candidate in,
§ 7-11-230
- House of Representatives, names and ad-
dresses of candidates reported to
Commission, § 7-11-40
- lease equipment, Commission authorized
to, § 7-3-20
- meetings, place and time of, § 7-3-10
- nomination by petition, §§ 7-11-70, 7-11-
80
Tparty organization. Political parties, infra
this group
- pledge of candidates filed with Commis-
sion, § 7-11-230
- political parties
- - certification of parties, § 7-9-10
- - representation in Commission, § 7-3-10
- poll lists to be provided by Commission,
§§ 7-7-7130, 7-13-710
- precinets, alteration of. Polling precincts
and voting places, supra
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State Election Commission—Cont'd
- primary elections, pledge of candidates
filed with Commission, § 7-11-230
- printing of ballots, § 7-13-340
- gualifications and registration of electors,
supra
- registration boards to report volers’
names, §
7-3-20
registration books, approval of division
of, § 7-5-470
registration certificates. Executive direc-
tor, supra this group
registration forms furnished by Commis-
sion, § 7-5-280
returns of election reported to Commis-
sion, § 7-13-1160
roster of qualified voters. Central registra-
tion system, supra this group
special elections, pledge of candidaies
fited with Commission, § 7-11 230
stalT of executive director, § 7-3-20)
state convention officers reported 1o State
Election Commission, § 7-9-100
state senators, statements 10 be filed by
multi-county district candidates for,
§ 7-21-40
successful candidates’ affidavits filed with
Commission, § 7-11-240
werm of office, § 7-3-10
- exccutive director, § 7-3-20
vacancy, filling, § 7-3-10
- vole recorders, infra
- voling precincts, alteration of. Polling
precincts and voting places, supra
State-law enforcement division
- primary elections, service of protest or
contest by deposit with Division, § 7-
17-560
State senators
-General Assembly, supra
State-wide officers
- Board of State Canvassers, prolest or
contest heard by, § 7-17-260
- candidate nominated by convention, § 7-
11-30
- canvass of votes at primary elections, § 7-
17-510
- commissioners of election for statewide
officers as County Board of Canvass-
ers, § 7-17-10
- contests. Protesis, infra this group
- general clections, date of, § 7-13-10
- nomination by convention of candidate
for statewide officer, § 7-11-30
- primary elections
- - canvass of voles, § 7-17-510
- - protests and contesls, state executive
committee to hear, § 7-17-560
- protest or contest
- - Board of State Canvassers, § 7-17-260
- - primary elections, § 7-17-560
- state executive commiltee 10 hear protests
in primary elections, § 7-17-560

]
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- vote recorders, infra

Students

- absentee registration and voting, supra

Substitution

- candidate, substitution upon death, with-
drawal, or disqualification of, § 7-11-
50 :

Sumiter County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, § 7-7-501

Superintendents of education

- general clection for superintendents, date
of, § 7-13-20

Suparvisors

- general elections for county supervisors,
date of, § 7-13-20

- supervisors of registration. Municipal
elections, supra

Supreme Court

- courls, supra

Teachers

- absentee registration and voting when
absent from county of residence, § 7-
15.320

Term» of office

- Board of State Canvassers for Munigipal
Primarics, § 7-17-550

- commmissioners of election, § 7-13-70

- municipal elections, supervisors of regis-
ration for, § 7-5-640

- party organization, supra

- regisitation boards, § 7-5-30

- State I“lection Commission, supra

- supervisors of registration for municipal
cleciions, § 7-5-640

Theft

- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

- receiving stolen goods, § 7-5-120

Threats

- illegal conduct at clection generally, § 7-
25-190

- procuring or olfering Lo procure votes by
threats, §§ 7-25-70, 7-25-80

Tie vote

- new clection ordered by Governor, § 7-
13-1170

- primaries, § 7-13-50

Time or date

- absentee ballot, tithe of application for,
§§ 7-15.320, 7-15-340, 7-15-140

- allowed Tor voting. Conduct of elections,
supra

- announcement «f nominations, time for
public, § 7-11-30

- ballot, time for placing name of candidate
on, § 7-13-350

- Board of State Canvassers, Canvass of
VOLes, sipie

- candidate tos political office withdrawing
from race, time for approval of affida-
vit of, § 7-1t-30

- candidate on batlot, 1ime for placing
name of, § 7-13-150

- canvass ol votes, supra

- conduct of elections, supra

- conventions, supra



- coroners, general elections for, § 7-13-20
- County Board of Canvassers. Canvass of
voles, supra
- general elections, date of. General elec-
tions, supra
- general registration every tenth year, § 7-
5-160
- handicapped electors, registration at bar-
rier-free polling precinct, § 7-7-990
- hours polls open, § 7-13-60
- limitation on time for voting. Conduct of
elections, supra
name of candidaie on balloi, time for
placing, § 7-13-350
nominations, time for public announce-
ment of, § 7-11-30
notice of candidacy, filing with State
Treasurer, § 7-11-210
primary elections
- canvass of voles, supra
- date of elections, § 7-13-40
public announcement of nominations,
time for, § 7-11-30
registration, business hours for. Registra-
tion boards, supra
registration when qualification after clos-
ing registration books, § 7-5-180
sheriffs, general elections for, § 7-13-20
supcrintendents of education, general
elections for, § 7-13-20
supervisors, general elections for, § 7-13-

4

- tenth year, general registration every, § 7-
5-160

- withdrawal of candidacy, limitations on,
§ 7-13-390

Title

- applicability of title, § 7-1-40

Township

" - club district, definition of, § 7-1-20

Treasurer

- expenses, payment of, § 7-23-30

- presidential electors’ compensation and
expenses paid by treasurer, § 7-19-
110

Union County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voting precincts, § 7-7-510

Uinited Service Organizations

- abseniee registration and voting, supra

- general elections for federal officers, date
of, § 7-13-10

- House of Representatives. Congress, su-
pra

- presidential electors, supra

- Senators. Congress, supra

Uso

- absentee registration and voting, supra

Vacancies

- Board of State Canvassers for Municipal
Primaries, state execulive commiliee
to fill vacancies in, § 7-17-590

- Governor, supra

- national committee, § 7-9-90

- party organization, supra
- presidential electors, supra
- regisiration boards, § 7-5-30
- state convention, § 7-9-100
- State Election Commission, § 7-3-10
- supervisor of registration for municipal
elections, § 7-5-650
- U.S. Senate, § 7-19-20
Vacation .
- persons on vacation qualified for absentee
registration and voting, § 7-15-320
Vice-President of the, United States
- placing names of candidates on ballo,
§ 7-13.320
Vital siatislics
- Bureau of Vital Statistics report to execu-
tive director of State Election Com-
mission death of electors, § 7-3-40
Vole-buying .
- successful candidates to file affidavit as to
vote-buying, § 7-11-240
Vote recorders
generally, §§ 7-13-1310 to 7-13-1500
approval by State Election Commission,
§ 7-13-1330
ballots
- - cards
generally, § 7-13-1370
- - - design, § 7-13-1370
- - - stubs, § 7-13-1370
- - - write-in votes, § 7-13-1380
- - closing of polls, duties of officials after,
§ 7-13-1410
- - counting ballots
- - - duties of officials after closing of
polis, § 7-13-1410
- - - procedure when too many votes tabu-
lated, § 7-13-1410
- - - processing and counting of ballots
and preparations of summary
sheets, § 7-13-1430
- - - provision not applicable, § 7-13-1110
- - - slations
- - - - general provisions, § 7-13-1430
- - - - wilnesses, § 7-13-1440
- - defaced ballots, duties of officials after
closing of polls as 1o, § 7-13-1410
- duplicate ballots, duties of officials afier
closing of polls as to, § 7-13-1410
- - labels
- contents, § 7-13-1360
- - - form, § 7-13-1360
- - - preparation, § 7-13-1360
- - processing and counting ballots. Count-
ing ballots, supra this sub-group
sample ballois, duties of officials ar
polling places as to, § 7-13-1400
- - stations. Counting ballots, supra this
subgroup
- - unused ballots, duties of officials after
closing of polls as to, § 7-13-1410
use of paper ballots where use of vote
recorders not possible or practica-
ble, § 7-13-1460
- capacity and number, § 7-13-1320

*

.
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Vote recorders—Cont’d

- ballots—Cont'd

- cards. Ballots, supra this group

- closing of polls, duties of officials after,
§ 7-13-1410

- conflicts of interest, § 7-13-1330

- construction requirements, § 7-13-1340

- counties

- - authority to procure and authorize use,
§ 7-13-1310

- - conflicts of interest, § 7-13-1330

- - payment for vote recorders, § 7-13-
1350

- counting ballots. Ballots, supra this grour

- County Election Commission, supra

- custodians, § 7-13-1390

- defaced ballots, duties of officials after
closing of polls as to, § 7-13-1410

- delivery 10 polling places, § 7-13-1400

- display preceding election, § 7-13-1450

- duplicate ballots, duties of officials after
closing of polls as to, § 7-13-1410

- examination of recorder, § 7-13-1330

- exhibition preceding election, § 7-13-
1450

- forms. § 7-13-1490

- general requirements, § 7-13-1340

- inoperable, procedure where vote re-
corder, § 7-13-1470

- instructions and forms promulgated by
S1ale Election Commission, § 7-13-
1490

- labels. Ballots, supra this group

- number and capacity, § 7-13-1320

- oath of person preparing or operating
tabulating devices, § 7-13-1500

- officials at polling places, duties of, § 7-
13-1400

- - afier closing of polls, § 7-13-1410

- - poll watchers, § 7-13-1420

- - witnesses, § 7-13-1440

- operational requirements, § 7-13-1340

- out of order, procedure where vole re-
corder, § 7-13-1470

- paper ballots where use of vote recorders
impossible or impracticable, § 7-13-
1460

- payment for vote recorders, § 7-13-1350

- peace officers to protect recorders against
molestation and injury, § 7-13-1400

- polling places

- - officials at polling places, duties of,
supra this group

- - recorders delivered to polling places,
§ 7-13-1400

- poll waichers, § 7-13-1420

- preparation and testing, § 7-13-1390

- primary elections, use in, § 7-13-1360

- processing and counting ballots. Ballots,
supra this group

- procure, authority of counties to, § 7-13-
1310

- regulations, instructions and forms pro-

Vote recorders—Cont’d
mulgated by State Election Commis-
sion, § 7-13-1490
repair, procedure where vote recordet
out of order, § 7-13-1470
requirements, § 7-13-1340
revocation of approval of recorder, § 7-
13-1330
sample ballots, duties of officials at poll-
ing places as to, § 7-13-1400
seal, duties of officials at polling places as
10, § 7-13-1400
State Election Commission
- approval, § 7-13-1330
- ballot cards, § 7-13-1370
- ballot labels, § 7-13-1360
- certificate that recorders in proper or-
der with correct ballot labels filed,
§ 7-13-1390
- conflict of interest, § 7-13-1330
- counting stations, establishment of, § 7-
13-1430
- examination of recorder, § 7-13-1130
- fee for examination by Commission of
recorders, § 7-13-1330
- - provide recorders, Commission 1o, § 7-
13-1320
- - regulations, instructions and forms,
promulgation of, § 7-13-1490
revocation of approval of recorder, § 7-
13-1330
- - write-in votes, § 7-13-1380
stations. Ballots, supra this group
- storage, § 7-13-1480
substitution where recorder out of order,
§ 7-13-1470
summary sheets, preparation of, § 7-13-
1430
tabulating devices, oath of person prepar-
ing or operating, § 7-13-1500
testing, § 7-13-1390
too many votes labulated, procedure
when, § 7-13-1140
transportability requirements, § 7-13-1340
unused ballots, duties of officials after
closing of polls as 10, § 7-13-1410
voting machines, infra
watchers at polling places, § 7-13-1420
witnesses, § 7-13-1440
- write-in votes, § 7-13-1380
Voters
- absentee registration and voting, supra
- abusing voters, § 7-25-80
- assistance (0 voters, supra
- challenges. Conduct of elections, supra
- conduct of elections, supra
- crimes and offenses, supra
- deaths, report by Bureau of Vital Statis-
tics of voter, § 7-3-40
- disqualification from registration and vot-
ing, § 7-5-120
- impersopation of voter, supra
- intimidation of voters, § 7-25-80

'
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Volers-Conl'd
- managers of election, supra
- qualifications. Qualifications and registra-
tion of electors, supra
registration. Qualifications and registra-
1ion ol cleclors, supra
- threatenipg or abusing voters, § 7-25-80
- voling machines, infra
- where electors 1o vole. Polling precincts
and voting places, supra
Voting
absentee voling. Absentee registration
and voling, supra
assistance 10 voters, supra
clubs. Party organization, supra
conduct of clections, generally. Conduct
ol elections, supra
crimes and oflenses, supra
illegal voting, prevention of, § 7-13-810
locatiem of precinets and voting places.
Palling previnets and voting places,
s
machings, Voting machings, infra
managers of clection, duties of, §§ 7-13-
710, 7-13-730
party organization, supra
polling precinets and voling places, supra
vote recorders, supra
veing machines, infra
where electors 1o vore. Polling precinets
and voling places, supra
Voting booths
- booths, supra
- conduet of clections, supra
Voting machines
generally, §§ 7-13-1610 10 7-13-1930
acquiring machines, § 7-13-1660
adopted lor use, § 7-13-1660
applicability of title, § 7-13-1930
approval of machings, Huard of Voting
Machine Commissioners, infra this
group
assistance to voters, §§ 7-13-1830, 7-13-
1840
ballots, §§ 7-13-440, 7-13-1710
canvass of vote, § 7-13-1880
instruction ballos, § 7-13-1740
managers of clection to lurnish ballots,
§ 7-13-1710
- - nomminations, arrangement of, § 7-13-
440
- - sample ballots, § 7-13-1740
- - unofficial ballots used when machine
aul of order, § 7-13-1570
use ol sepavrate ballots on certain ques-
tions, §§ 7-13-450, 7-13-1730
- - vote recorders, supra
- - write-in ballots, § 7-13-1850
barrier-iree polling precincts for handi-
capped persons, .use of paper ballots
at, § 7-7-990
- Board of Canvassers ex officio Board of
Voting Machine Commissioners, § 7-
13-1610

*
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Voting Machines—Cont'd

- Board of Voting Machine Commissioners
—Cont’d

- Board of Voting Machine Commissioners

- - approval of machines by Board, § 7-13-
1620

- - - examination of machines, § 7-13-
1620

- - - experts employed 10 assist in exami-
nation, § 7-13-1630

- - - report of examination and approval
of machines, § 7-13-1620

- - - reguiremnents for voting machine, § 7-
13-1640

- - Board of State Canvassers constituted
ex officio Board, § 7-13-1610

- booths, definition of, § 7-1-20

- candidates

- - arrangement of nominations, § 7-13-
1710

- - unopposed candidates in primaries, § 7-
13-1720

- canvass of vote, § 7-13-1880

- challenging voter, § 7-13-830

- cities, acquisition and use of machines by,
§ 7-13-1660

- clerks instructed on use of machines, § 7-
13-1700

- commissioners of election, supra

- conduct of elections, generally. Conduct
of elections, supra

- constitutional amendments. Constitution
of South Carolina, supra

- counties, acquisition and use of machines
by, § 7-13-1660

- crimes and offenses

- - tampering with machine, § 7-13-1920

- - use of voting machine key by unautho-
rized person, § 7-13-1910

- custody

- - keys, §§ 7-13-1750, 7-13-1770, 7-13-
1890

- - machines, §§ 7-13-1680, 7-13-1690

- demonstrations for instruction of voters,
§ 7-13-1670

- examination of machines, Board of Vot-
ing Machine Commissioners, supra
this group

- experimental use, § 7-13-1650

- general elections, use in, § 7-13-1660

- good order, keeping machines in, § 7-13-
1760

- governing bodies may provide for use
and acquire machines, § 7-13-1660

- guard rail, persons within, * 7-13-1820

- injury to machines, protection against,
* 7-13-1860

- inoperative, procedure when voting ma-
chine becomes, * 7-13-1870

- inspection, * 7-13-1800

- instructions on use of machine, * 7-13-
1670

- - after voter has entered machine, * 7-13-
1830



Voting Machines—Cont'd
- instructions on use of machine—Cont'd
- - clerks instructed on use of machines,
8 7-13-1700
- demonstrations with machines for in-
struction to voters, * 7-13-1670
- instruction ballots, * 7-13-1740
- managers. Managers of election, infra
this group
- - model machine at polting place, * 7-13-
1810
- sample ballots, * 7-13-1740
keys
- after elections, keys delivered to man-
ager, " 7-13-1890
- custody, ** 7-13-1750, 7-13-1770, 7-13-
1890
- possession and wse by unauthorized
persons, * 7-13-1910
law applicable, other provisions of title
applicable to use of voting machines,
* 7-13-1930
lights, * 7-13-1790
locking after c!ecnon. ' 7-13-1880, 7-13-
1890
managers of election
- duties prior to opening polls, * 7-13-
1770
- - furnish ballots, * 7-13-1710
- - inspection of machines during voting,
* 7-13-1800
- - instruction of voters
- - - after voters enter machine, * 7-13-
1830
- - - model machine at polling place, * 7-
13-1810
- - use of machines, * 7-13-1700
model machine, instructions of voters by,
* 7-13-1810
municipal corporations, acquisition and
use of machines by, * 7-13-1660
neminations, arrangement of, * 7-13-1710
number of machines, ' 7-13-1680
party representatives may examine, * 7-
13-1750
- placement of machines in polling places,
' 7-13-1780
polling precinct. Voling precincts, infra
this group
preparation of machines for elections,
¥ 7-13-1750
presidential electors voted for by means
of voting machines, * 7-13-1640
primary election, use of voting machines
for, ** 7-13-1720, 7-13-1900
pretection against injury to machines,
etc., * 7-13-1860
- referendum, use of separate ballots in,
' 7-13-1730
repair of machines, " 7-13-1680
requirements, * 13-1640
return ol vote, * 7-13-1880
-sample ballots, * 7-13-1740
- screens for concealing voter, * 7-13-1790
- sealing, ** 7-13-1750, 7-13-1880, 7-13-
1890

'
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Voting machines—Cont’d

- secrecy of ballot preserved, ** 7-13-1780,
7131790

- speciul elections, use in, * 7-13-1660

- Suute Board of Vouing Machine Commis-
sioners. Board of Voting Machine
Commissioners, supra this group

- substitute machine, when machine out of
order, § 7-13-1870

- tampering with voting machine, § 7-13-
1920

- time permitted voters to vote, § 7-13-
1820

- towns, acquisition and use of machines
by, § 7-13-1660

- unopposed candidates in primary elec-
tions, § 7-13-1720

- vote recorders, supra

- volers

- - challenging voter, procedure for, § 7-
13-830

- - general assistance to voters §§ 7-13-
1830, 7-13-18B40

- - instructions on use of machine, supra
this group

- - time permitted voters to vote, § 7-13-
1820 :

- voling machine booth, definition of, § 7-
1-20

- voling precincts

-« attendance at polling places, § 7-13-
1800

- - model machine at polling place, § 7-13-
1810

- - placement of machines in potling
places, § 7-13-1780

- wrile-in ballots, § 7-13-1850

Voting places or precincts

- absentee voting precincts. Absentee regis-
tration and voting, supra

- polling precincts and voting places, supra

Wages

- salaries, supra

Ward

- club district, definition of, § 7-1-20

- Cotumbia, designation of wards in city of,
§ 7-7-470

- polling places in towns where officers
clected by wards, § 7-7-910

Watchers

- conduct of elections, supra

- primary elections, § 7-13-860

Where electors to vote

- polling precinets and voting places, supra

Wife and husband

- conduct of elecnons supra

Wife-beating

- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120

Wiltful neglect of duty

- commissioners of election, § 7-25-170

- managers of election, § 7-25-160

- registration boards, § 7-25-170

Williamsburg County

- congressional district, § 7-19-40



- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voling precincts, § 7-7-520

Withdrawal of candidacy

- ballots, supra

- candidates, supra

Wilnesses

- absentee ballot

- - oath and signature of applicant, § 7-15-
380

- - verification of witnessed signature be-
fore counting ballot, § 7-15-420

Words and phrases

- definitions, supra

Write-in names

- ballots, supra

- vote recorders, § 7-13-1380

- voting machines, § 7-13-1850

Writs of election

- writs issued where state given more rep-
resentatives to Congress, § 7-19-60

York County

- congressional districts, § 7-19-40

- maps defining voting precincts filed with
clerk of court, § 7-7-530

- senatorial district, § 7-21-30

- voling precincts, § 7-7-530

247






