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TITLE 2 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

CHAPTER I 

General Provisions 

SEC. 

2-1-20. Election date of members of Hou.e. 
2-1-50. Each Hou.e ollice .hall be .eparate and distinct; candidate must qualify 

for one specific office. 
2-1-40. Candidate must be re.ident of district; term. of ollice. 
2-1-60. Apponionmenl of membe" of Senate effective with 1972 el~ti~n.: 

alternate plans; each Senate office ,hall be separate and diltinct; 
candidate must qualify for one sprcific office. 

§ 2-1-20, Election date of members of House. 
Representatives tp the House of Representatives shall be elected 

from the several counties of the State at the general election to be 
. held on Tuesday after the first Monday il) November of every 
even-numbered year. 

HISTORY: 1962 Cod. t 50-2; 1952 Cod. § 30-2; 1942 Cod. t 2051; 1932 Cod. 
§ 2052; Ci •. C. '22 § 14; Ci •. C. 'n § 14; Ci •. C. '02 t 12; G. S. II; R. S. II; 
1901 (n) 611; 1902 (25) 1197; 1908 (25) 1285; 1910 (26) 867; 1911 (27) 68; 
1912 (27) 827; 1916 (29) 717; 1918 (30) 881; 1919 (31) 5; 1922 (32) 922; 
1932 (37) III \. ' 

Cross references-
As to dection of r~presenlalives. see SC Come Art 3. § 8. 
As to (onduct of elections, generally. set' It 7-13-10 et seq. 

Research and Practice References--
72 Am Jur 2d. St3tes, Territories. and ()ependem"jt:'s § 44. 
81 CJS. Slales § 49. 

CASE NOTES 

Since Code 1976 § 14-1-50 preserves 
commOD law of England in South 
Carolina, legislative immunity is fully 
applicable to actions brought in any 
federal or state court of South Carolina 
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alleging causes of action arising out of 
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§ 2-1-30. Each House office shall be separate and distinct; 
candidate must qualify for one specific office. 

Each House office in this State shall constitute a separate and 
distinct office to which a separate number shall be assigned within 
each election district for such an office. A candidate for such an 
office shall be required to qualify for a specific office and shall not 
be permitted to qualify for more than one such office in anyone 
election. 

The election ballots for House offices shall reflect the number 
assigned to each office and the names of the candidates. 

'. HISTORY: 196! Code § 50-U; 1972 (57) 2584 • 

. Crou referen~ 
As to qualification of me-mb.en of the House, see SC COI'1:SI. Art 3, t 7. 

§ 2-1-40. Candidate must be resident of district; terms of 
office. 

Any person otherwise qualified by law and the Constitution of 
this State may file as a candidate and can be elected only in the 
district in which he is a resident. A person may file for only one 
Houo'e office. Terms of office shall be for two years. 
HISTORY: 196% cOcte t 50-%.%; 1974 (58) !I!4. 

Cross references--
As to qualification for office and terms of members of House. see SC Const, 

Art ~. § 7. 
A. to qualification for office. generally, .ee SC ConS!, Art 17, §§ 1 to lB. 

Reaearch and Practice References--
72 Am JUT 2d. St,ues, Territories. and Dependencies t 44. 
9 Am JUT PI Be Pr Forms (Rev ed), Elections, Form 52 (petition or application 

to require omission of name of ineligible candidate from ballot). 

§2-1-60. Apportionment of members of Senate effective with the 1984 
elections; each Senate office shall be separate and distlnct; candidate 
must qualify for one speclflc office. 

Effective with the 1984 elections, the State of South Carolina is divided 
into the following senatorial districts from which one senator shall be 
elected: 

NOTE: See 1976 Code of Laws of South Carolina. as amended for 
definition of districts. 

Each Senate office shall constitute a separate and distinct office to 
which a separate number shall be assigned. A candidate for the office 
of Senator must be a legal resident of the district in which he is a 
candidate. 

The election ballots for the office of Senator in each district shall reflect 
the number assigned to each Senate office and .the names of the can
didates for each. 
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CASE NOTES 

United States Attorney General's failure 
to object to proposed change in voting laws 
submitted for his preclearance review under 
§ 5 of Voting Rights Act of 1965 (42 USCS 
§ 1793c) is not conciusive with respect to 
constitutionality of submitted state legisla
tion; similarly objection by Attorney 
General is not conclusive with respect to in
validity of submitted state legislation. Mor
ris v Gressette. 432 US 491, 53 L 3d 2d 506, 
97 S Ct 2411. (1977) 

South Carolins is free to implement its 
reapportionment plan for state senate, hav
ing submitted statutory plan to United 
States Attorney General for preclearance 
under § 5 of Voting Rights Act of i965 (42 
USCS 1973c), and Attorney General, 

. within 6O-day period specified for his ac-

HISTORY: 1983 (63) 1333 

Cross references-

lions, having notified state that he would 
not object to plan because Federal District 
Court had upheld constitutionality of plan. 
Morris v Gressette 432 US 491,53 L Ed 2d 
506, 97 S Ct 2411. (1977). 

Objection to reapportionment plan by 
United States Attorney General more than 
I year after submission of plan to him, 

, Federal District Court having ordered him 
I to make independent determination of 

plan's validity under § 5 of Voting Rights 
: Act of 1965 (42 USCS § 1793c), is invalid 
. since Attorney General's failure to inter
pose timely objection under § 5 is not sub

: ject to judicial review, Morris v Gressette 
. 432 US 491, 53 L Ed 2d 506, 97 S Ct 2411. 
.,(1977) 

As to when apportionment takes effect, see SC Const., Art 3 § 9. 

Research and Practice References-
26 Am Jur 2d, Election §§ 26 et seq. 
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S.C. 

TITLE 5 

MUNICIPAL CORPORA TIONS 

CHAPTER 15 

Nominations and Election. for Municipal Offices 

5-15-50. Establishment of mUnicipal hnes and lime for general and special 
del:tlons; public notice of elections. 

§ 5·15·50. Establishment of municipal lines and time for 
general and special elections; public notice of elections. 

brh rnllnirip~l ~o\'erning body may by ordinance establish 
1I1111liripal w~rd lines. ~nd the time for general and special elections 
within the 1Il1lni(ipaIit\'. Public notice of the elenions shall be given 
at least sixt\' da\'s prior to sut'h elections. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 47·93: 1975 (59) 692: 1978 (61) 1539.' 

Research and Pracdce Reference..--
62 CjS. Municipal Corporation. U 81. 82. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Under §7·7·IO and §5.15·50. South poses; if the General Assembly fails to 
Carolina Code of Laws. 1976, the General designate a voting place another authority 
Assembly is the only authority which may designate the voting place; 
should draw ward lines for voting pur- municipalities can not be able to pool all 
poses; municipalities can draw ward lines the precincts in municipality for municipal 

. pursuant to §S·IS·SO. South Carolina Code election. 1978 Op AlI'y Gen. No 78·70, 
of Laws. 1976. for other than election pur· p 99. 
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TITLE 6 

IDCAL GOVERNMENT - PROVISIONS APPU· 
CABLE TO SPECIAL PURPOSE DISTRICTS 

AND OTHER POUTICAL 
SUBDIVISIONS 

CHAPTER II 

Special Purpose or Public Service Districts Generally. 

SEC. 

ARTICLE I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

6-11-70. Establishment of uniform date fot election of memben of governing 
body of special purpose district. 

§ 6-11-70. Establiahment of uniform date for election of 
members of governing body of special purpose district. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law the governing body 
of any county may by ordinance or resolution establish a uniform 
election date for the election of members of the governing bodies 
of any special purpose districts within the county. To implement 
the provisions of this section, such ordinances or resolutions may 
include provisions to extend terms, for periods not to exceed one 
year, of persons to be elected to permit such persons to be elected 
on the uniform election date, but no elected term shall be short
ened for that purpose. 
HISTORY: 1975 (59) 531. 
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CHAPTER 

TITLE 7 

ELECTIONS 

I. General Provisions . . . ............... . 
3. State Election Commission; Central Registration 

System .......................... . 
5. Qualifications and Registration of Electors .. 
7. Polling Precincts and Voting Places ...... . 
9. Party Organization .................. . 
II. Designation and Nomination of Candidates ..... . 
13. Conduct of Elections ..................... . 
15. Absentee Registration and Voting ............ . 
17. Canvass of Vote; Certificates and Records of Results 
19. Special Provisions Applicable to Federal Elections 
21. Special Provisions Applicable to Election of State 

Senators and Members of House of Representatives 
23. Election Expenses ....................... . 
25. Offenses Against the Election Laws ........... . 

SEC. 

7-1-10. Short title. 
7-1-20. Definition •. 

CHAPTER 1 

General Provisions 

7-1-50. Receipt of public aid does not disfranchise any citizen. 
7-1-40. Title applicable to all elections. 
7-1-50. Contesting election of Governor. 

SECTION 
. 7-1-10 

7-3-10 
7 -5-10 
7-7-10 
7-9-10 

7-11-10 
7-13-10 
7-15-10 
7-17-10 
7-19-10 

7-21-10 
7-23-10 
7-25-10 

7-1-60. Each multiple office is separate and distinct; candidate is to qualify for 
one specific office; ballots for multiple offices. 

7-1-70. Catawba Indians, if otherwise qualified, are citizens. 
7-I~O. liability of broadcasting station for defamatory statement by candidate. 

§ 7-1-10. Short tide. 
This Title shall be known as the "South Carolina Election Law." 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-1; 1952 Cod. § 25-1; 1950 (46) 2059. 

Crou refften ...... 
As to constitutional provision for free and open elections, see SC Const, Art I. 

15. 
AI to campaign practice ••• ee If S-I!I-610 to S-I!l-6S0. 
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§ 7-1-20. Definitions. 
The following words arid 'phrases used herein. unless the same 

be plainly inconsistent with the context, shall be construed as 
follows: 

(I) "G~neraJ ~J~ction '.~means the election provided herein to be 
held for the election' !if· officers to the regular terms of office 
provided by law, whether State, United States, county, municipal 
or of any other political subdivision of the State, and for voting on 
constitutional amendments 'proposed by the General Assembly; 

(2) "Sp~iaJ ~J~ction" means any other election including any 
referendum provided by law to be held under the provisions of 
law applicable to general elections; 

(S) "Primary" means a party primary election held by a political 
party under the provisions of this Title; 

(4) "Inhabitants" means the number of inhabitants according to 
the Federal census last taken; 

(5) "EJ~ctoraJ board" means the board or other authority em
powered to hold a general or special election; 

(6) A "voting or poJJing precinct" shall mean an area created by 
the legislature for convenient localization of polling places and 
which shall be administered and votes counted therein as a local 
unit in all elections; 

A "voting place" shall be any place within a voting or polling 
precinct wherein ballots may be cast. 

(7) "Political party" means a political party, organization or associa
tion certified as such by the State Election Commission in the manner 
provided for in this Title; 

(8) "State committee" means the State executive commiuee of a 
political party; 

(9) "State chairman" means the chairman of the State executive 
committee of a political party; 
. (10) "County committee" means the county executive commit

tee of a political party; 
(11) . "County chairman" means the chairman of the county 

executive committee of a political party; 
(12) "Club district" means the territory of the general election 

voting place or precinct in which the political party club is formed 
under this Title, whether a ward or township or a subdivision 
thereof; 

(IS) "Booth" includes a voting machine booth, curtain or 
enclosure; and 
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(14) "LelJal holiday" means all)' holida\' I e',o~lli~ed by the Stat .. 
or Federal law. 

(15) 'Voter', 'Registered voter', 'Elector', 'Registered elector', 
'Qualified elector', or 'Qualified registered elector' means any person 
whose name is contained on the active roster of voters maintained-by 
the State Election Commission and whose name has not been removed 
from the roster for any of the reasons named in items (2) and (3) of subsec
tion (C) of Section 7-3-20 and who possesses a valid registration certificate. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code §13-1; 1951 Code §13-1; 1950 (46) 1059; 1967 (55) 634; 1984 Aet. 
No. 164. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Under §7-7-10 and §5-15-50, South 
Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, the General 
Assembly is the only authority which 
should draw ward lines for voting pur
poses; municipalities can draw ward lines 
pursuant to §5-15-50, South Carolina Code 
of Laws, 1976, for other than election pur
poses; if the General Assembly fails to 
designate a voting place another authority 
may designate the voting place; muni-

cipalities can not be able to pool all the 
precincts in municipality for municipal elec
tion. 1978 Op AU'y Gen, No 78-70, p 99. 

Petition signatures of persons who were 
deleted from the registration rolls before 
the petitions were circulated because of 
their voting records may not be counted. 
Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Melvin B. 
McKeown, Jr., Aug. 21, 1980. 

§ 7-1-30. Receipt of pu"lk aid do". ont di.fund,ise ""J 
citizen. 

Nothing in this Title shall disfranchisf' all)' citi7"n. if OIherwise 
qualified, who may re("rive allY public aId from the State or 
Federal (;overnmcnl throllgh the Departm""t of Social S('rvices or 
any other State or Federal ag-ellcy. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cn<l. § 23·3: 1952 end. § 2~-'; '9S0 (46) 2059. 

Cro •• referf':nces--
As to prolf'nion of righl or "'llfrr;4g~, "'~f' St.: Cnn,~1. ,\n 2. 

§ 7-1-40. Title applicahle lu all election •. 
This Title shall apply tn alld cc)ntrol all denions. including 

elections for the issuance of bonds and 01 her den ions ill which 
any question ur issuf' is submitted to a vote of the people. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 234; 1952 Cod. § 234; 1950 (46) 2059, nS5. 

§ 7-1-50. Contesting election of Governor. 
In case of a contest of the election of Governor, if the General 

Assembly by concunent resolution shan entertain the same. the 
Senate and House of R('prcsclll~ti\"c.s shall. e~dl separatt'ly, pro
ceed to hear and determine the facts in the case, so far as they 

. deem necessary, and decide thereon who is entitled to be declared 
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elected. If the two branches of the (;cne.al A"cmbly come to the 
same decision, they shall. by mnnlllTnt resolution, declare who is 
duly elected and entitled to enter "P"" and exercise the office of 
Governor; and such person thereupon shall, upon taking the <>ath 
prescribed in the Constitution, be inducted into office. If the two 
branches of the General ASH'mhly do not -come to the same 
deci5ion, then an elenion shall be callf~cI by the Governor, t.o take 
place in not less than .,ixty nor mor" than ninety days, at whkh 
the qualified ele"t.or~ shall [>I()(:ced to vol e for a ~\Iitablt' person to 
fill the o/lice of Governor. 
HISTORY, 1982 Code f 29·5; 1952 Cnd. § 25·5; 1942 Cod. 12524; 1992 Cnde 

I 2S14; Cly, C. '22 1158; Cly. C. '12 1256; Clv, C. '02 0250; G. S. 154; R. 
S. 188; 1882 (17) 1121; Conll, Ar1414; 1961 (52) 48. 

Cro •• rererencet-
As to constitutional oaih of'.olJi.re. !'ee SC COf1!Il. Art ~. 0 ~6. 
A. to comtitutional proviSIOn regarding f!'ierljnn COllie!!., ~ee SC Con.t, An 2. 

I 10. 

As to constitutional provision that penon who has highest number of vatn is . 
'0 be governor. see SC Con ... Ar. 4, 15. 

§ 7-1-60. Each multiple office is separate and distinct; candi
date is to qualify for one apecific office; ballots for multiple 

. offices. -
Each multiple office in this State shall constitute a separate and 

distinct office to which a separate number shall be assigned within 
each election district for such an office. A candidate for such an 
office shall be required to qualify for a specific office and shall not 
be permitted to qualify for more than one such office in anyone 
election. 

The election ballots for multiple offices shall rellect the number 
assigned to each office and the names of the candidates. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 1S.5.1; 1972 (57) 2!8!. 

Cross referenc:n-
As to similar provisions as to HOUSe" of Re-presem3lives offices. see § 2-1-30. 
As to similar provisions as to Senate offices. see § 2-1-60. 

§ 7-1-70. Catawba Indians, if otherwise qualified, are citi· 
zens. 

All Catawba Indians. otherwise qualified. are hereby declared to 
be citizens of the State of South Carolina and shall enjoy and have 
all the rights and privileges belonging to other· citizens of the 
State. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § U·6; 1952 Cod. § Z!-6; 1944 (4!) 1208. 
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§ 7-1-80. Liability of broadcasting station for defamatory 
statement by candidate. 

The owner, licensee or operator of a visual or sound radio 
broadcasting station or network of stations and the agents or 
employees of any such owner, licensee or operator shall not be 
liable for any damages for any defamatory statement published or 
uttered in or as a part of a visual or sound radio broadcast by a 
candidate for political office in those instances where, under the 
acts of Congress or the rules and regulations of the Federal 
Communications Commission, the broadcasting station or network 
of s.t?tions, is prohibited frolll censoring the inaterial broadcast by 
such candidate, provided the owner, licensee, or operator shall 
cause to be made at the conclusion of the broadcast the following 
announcement in substance; "The broadcast you have just heard 
was not censored in accord with the immunity from censorship 
extended legally qualified political candidates.~' 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-7; 1952 (47) 1939. 

Re ... arch and Practice Referenco-
50 Am Jur 2d, Libel and Slander" 545, 544. 

AITORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

"Candidate for political office", -
"Candidate for polii.il:al ollire" as 1)sed 
in this seftion [Code 19G2 § 23.7] means 
the same as "candidate for puhlic office" 
as used ill Code 1962 § 24-5:"2. 196:-\-64 
Op', Att'y Gen .. Nu. 1727. p. 212. 

Exemption. from liability extend to 

primary candidatel.-The exemption. 
from liability provided broadcalting 
"ations by this .ection [Code 1962 
I 25-7J are commonly and without 
question extended to primary candi· 
date •. 196~ Op •. All'y Gen., No 
1727, p 212. 

CHAPTER S 

SEC. 

State Election Commission; Central Registration 
System 

7-5-10. State Election Commission created; appointment; tenn; compolition; 
vacancies; chairman; meetings; powers and duties. 

7-S--20. Executive director of Stale Election Commission. 
7-S--30. Notice of deletion of elector's name from roster of elKton; appeal by 

elector; restoration of name.'-
7-3-40. Reports to be furnished by Bureau of Vital Statistics . 

. 7-S--50. Duplicate certificates and other infonnation to be furnished by county 
boards of registration. 

7-3-60. Clerks and magistrates shall report persons convicted of certain offenses. 

§ 7-3-10. State Election Commission created; appointment; 
term; composition; vacancies; chairman; meetings; powen 
and duties_ 

13 



(a) There is hereby created the State Election Commission 
composed of five members, at least one of whom shall be a 
member of the majority political party represented in the General 
Assembly and at least one of whom shall be a member of the 
largest minority political party represented in the General Assem
bly, to be appointed by the Governor to serve terms of four years 
and until their successors have been elected and qualify, except of 
those first appointed three shall serve for terms of two years. Any 
vacancy on the Commission shall be filled for the unexpired 
portion of the term in the same manner as the original appoint
ment. 

(b) The Governor shall appoint one of the members to serve as 
chairman for a term of two years and until his successor has been 
appointed and qualifies. The Commission shall select such other 
officers from among its members as it may deem necessary. 

(e) The Commission shall meet at its offices in Columbia at least 
once each month at such times as it may determine. 

(d) The Commiooion shall have the powers and duties as enu
merated in thiD tide. 
1HIWI'011Y, lean Coda 6 ns-ao, 19611 (1111) 8916. 

Ilc=Idl cad Pracdco aot'CJrOIICO(>-
1& AmJur 2d, EJectiOIlJl 0099 et Deq. 
29 qJS, ElectiollJl 00 5 et Deq. 

CASE NOTES 

SlIlted in BriDben • Thomton, 258 
SC 524, 189 SE2d 827 (1972). 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

The Home Rule Act of 1975 [Chapter 
9 of Title 4 and Chapters 1, 5, 7, 9, 11, 
13, 15 and 17 of Title 5 of the 1976 
Code] does not change the functioning 

or structure of the Commissioners of 
Elections. Terms of Commissioners end 
on date of General Election. 1974·75 Op 
Att'y Gen. No 4196, p 246. 

i 7~20. lEnrac:udve director of SUIte Election Commission. 
(A) The State Election Commission shall elect an executive 

director who shall be directly responsible to the Commission and 
who shall serve at the pleasure of the Commission. The executive 
director shall be the chief administrative officer for the State 
Election Commission. 

(8) The executive director shall receive such compensation and 
employ such staff, subject to the approval of the State Election 
Commission, as may be provided by law. 

(C) The executive director shall: 
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(1) Maintain a complete roster of all· qualified electors by county 
and by precincts; 

(2) Delete the name of any elector (a) who is deceased. (b) who 
is no longer qualified to: vote in the precinct where currently 
registered. (c) who has been convicted of a disqualifying crime. or 
(d) who is otherwise no longer qualified to vote as may be 
provided by law; 

(5) For the purpose of removing from the roster the names of 
electors who are presumed to be no longer qualified to vote in the 
precinct where registered. delete the name of any elector who has 
failed to vote in each of two consecutive State-wide general 
elections and also failed to vote in any other election which might 
have been held in the precinct in which he is registered within the 
period of time intervening between the two general elections; 

(4) Enter names on the various rosters as they are reported by 
the county registration boards; 

(5) Furnish each county registration board with a master list of 
all registered voters in the county. together with three copies of all 
registered voters in each precinct of the county. at least ten days 
prior to each election. The precinct copies shall be used as the 
official list of voters; 

(6) Maintain all information furnished his office relating to the 
inclusion or deletion of names from the rosters for four years; 

(7) Purchase. lease or contract for the use of such equipment as 
may be necessary to properly execute the duties of his office. 
subject to the approval of the State Election Commission; 

(8) Secure from the United States courts in South Carolina and 
Federal agencies available information as to persons convicted of 
disqualifying crimes; 

(9) Obtain information from any other sourc.e which may assist 
him in carrying out the purposes of this section; . 

(10) Perform such other duties relating to elections as may be 
assigned him by the State Election Commission; and 

(11) Furnish at reasonable price any and all precinct lists to any 
qualified elector requesting same. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23·S1; 1967 (55) 657; 1968 (55) 2S16. 

Related Local Laws--
For local laws concerning rosters of qualified electors in Dillon and Spartan .. 

burg countie5. see Local Law Index. 

CASE NOTES 
This section is explicit, ;admilllllg of Section requires thaI the executive 

110 ("ollslrllnioll or ;lppii("llioll olhn director of the Election Commission 
Ihan Ihal which it dt';'lrI~' demands. furnish "any and aU precinct lilll" to 
~f,lrIin \". Ellilior. 2fi6 S,c. 377. 223 any qualified ele<:tors, Martin v. Ellisor, 
S.E.2d 415 (1976). 266 S.C. 377, 223 S.E.2d 415 (1976). 
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This section states withOlIl 
equi\'ocation that "an~ and all pn'cinn 
li.'HS" are to hl' supplil'd upon payment 
ora reasonable (harge. Marlin v. Ellisor, 
266 S.c.. ~77. 22:1 S.t:.2d 415 (1976). 

Requirement includes furnishing of 
computer tape containing precinct list 
of qualified eleclors. - Apparently. the 
legislature fa\'ored the right of every 
qualified voter to se(ure a copy of the 
nun pUler tape of precinct electon, 
which admiuedlv could be used for 
"legitimate purposes," to be more 

important than potential misuses of the 
tape by commercial exploitation. Manin 
v. Ellisor. 266 S.C. 577. 225 S.E.2d 415 
(1976). 

If a computer tape containing a 
precinct list of qualified electon was to 
he excluded from "any and all precinct 
lists," the legislature would have 10 

provided. Martin v. Ellisor. 266 S.C. 
~77. 225 S.E.2d 415 (1976). 

Applied in Briaben • Thomlon, 258 
SC 524, 189 Slid 827 (1972). 

ATIORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 
The State Election Commission is not re

quired to provide a computer list of voters 
free of charge to a political party for an 
election that is not authorized by law. such 
as a Presidential preference election. Op. 
Atty. Gen. 10 Mr. James B. Ellisor, Oct. 
I, 1979. 

The fact that a conviction from a dis
qualifying offense has been appealed does 
not stay the executive director's action in 
deleting Ihal elector's name from Ihe list 
of qualified electors. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. 

James B. Ellisor. Feb. 22, 1982. 
An elector who has been convicted but 

not yet sentenced by a federal court should 
be pertnitted 10 vole. Op. Atty. Gen. to a 
Congressman, Nov. 3, 1980. 

Petition signatures of persons who were 
deleted from the registralion rolls before 
the petitions were circulated because of 
their voting records may not be counted. 
Op. AllY. Gen. to Mr. Melvin B. 
McKeown, Jr., Aug. 21, 1980. 

§ 7-3-30. Notice of deletion of elector'o nome from roottar of 
electora; Ilppeol by elector; relltorotion of nome, 

(a) The executive director shall notify by mail each elector at the 
address last filed in the office, whose name has been deleted. The 
notice shall state the reason for the deletion and inform the 
elector of his right to appeal to the county board of registration 
and the time in which to perfect such appeal. A copy of such 
notice shall be forwarded to the appropriate county board of 
registration. . 

(b) Each elector whose name has been deleted shall have twenty 
clays from the date such notice is mailed in which to appeal. The 
appeal shall be to the county board of registration' from whose 
roster the deletion has been made. If the board determines that 
the elector's name should not have been deleted, it shall instruct 
the central registration office to restore his name to the registra
tion books; provided, however, that if the elector's name has been 
deleted solely by reason of his failure to vote as provided in § 7-
8-20 (C) (!I), his name shall be restored as a matter of course to 
the registration books upon his request if he shall be otherwise 
qualified. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod_OIS.S2; 1967 (55)657; 1968 (55) 2316. 

16 



CASE NOTES 

Applied in Bri.ben v Thornton. 258 
SC 524. 189 SE2d 827 (1972). 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Third party may not apply for 
reinstatement. - A person who has 
been deleted from the list of registered 
voters should make a personal request 
for reinstatement to the registration 

board. Heresay information from a 
third party that the deleted person 
desires 10 be reinstated would be 
insufficient. Op. All'y Gen. to Ms. 
Minnie G. Johnson. Nov. 5. 1979. 

§ 7-3-40. Reports to.be furnished by Bureau of Vital Statis
tics. 

The Bureau of Vital Statistics shall furnish the executive director 
a monthly report of all persons age twenty-one or over who have 
died in the State since making the previous report. The initial 
report shall be made within sixty days after June 29, 1967. All 
such reports shall contain the name of the deceased, county of 
residence, his social security or other identification number, and 
his date and place of birth. 'The Bureau shall provide that this 
infonnation be furnished to it by the various counties. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 13-"; 1967 (55) 657; 1968 (55) 2S16. 

§7-3-50 Information to be furnished by county boards of registration. 
Each county board of registration must furnish the executive director 

information as may be requested by him concerning each registered elector 
by the fifteenth day of each month and within five days after closing 
of the books prior to an election." 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-34; 1967 (55) 657; 1968 (55) 2316; 1984 Act. No. 510. 

§7-3-60. Clerks and magistrates shall report persons convicted of cer· 
tain offenses. 

The clerks of the courts of common pleas and general sessions and 
every magistrate in the State must, annually on or before June first, make 
out under their respective hands and seals and report to the executive 
director a complete list as shown by the records f their respective offices 
for the preceding calendar year of all persons convicted in that year of 
felonies or crimes against the election laws, together with the social securi
ty or identification numbers of these persons and the month of convic
tion. Where there is no person to be reported, the report shall so state. 
Any clerk of the court or magistrate who fails or neglects to make any 
report required by this section must forfeit and pay to the county in which 
he holds office the sum of fifty dollars for each failure or neglect to make 
the report. 

17 



HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-92; 1952 Code § 23-92; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55) 
657; 1968 (55) 2316; 1984 Act. No. 289 

Research and Practice Reference~ 
25 Am Jur 2d. Elections § 94. 
29 CjS. Elections § 33. 

CHAPTER 5 

Q.ualifications and Registration of Electors 

ARncLE I. County Boards of Registration. 
ARTICLE!. Requirement of and Qualifications for Registration. 
ARTICLE 5. Registration Book •• Lists of Electors and the Like. 
ARTICLE 7. Special Provisions for Municipal Elections. 

ARTICLE I 

COUNlY BOARDS OF REGISTRATION 

SEC. 
7-!)....lO. Appointment and removal of members of boards of registration. 
7->.20. Deputy members of board. of registration. 
7-5-50. Duties of boards of registration; term of office of members; quorum; 

vacancies. 
7-~O. Supplements to counties to help defray expenses of registration office. 

§ 7-5-10. Appointment and removal of members 'of boards 
of registration. 

Between the first day of January and the fifteenth day of March 
in every even-numbered year the Governor shall appoint. by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. not less than three nor 
more than five competent and discreet persons in each county. 
who shall be citizens and qualified electors thereof and who shall 
be known as the board of registration of County. The 
members so appointed shall be subject to removal by the Gover
nor for incapacity. misconduct or neglect of duty. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § U·51; 1952 Code § 25·51; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55) 

634; 1970 (56) un. 
Related Local Law .... 

For local laws pertaining to number of members of boards in Charleston. 
Florence. Georgetown. Laurens, Newberry. Orangeburg. and Richland Counties. 
s .. Local Law Index. 

For local laws pertaining to registration and elections commission of Lexington 
County, and abolishing commissioners of election and registration board of 
Lexington County. see Local Law Index. 

Cross references-
As to constitutional provisions regarding registration of voters. s.ce SC Const. 

Art 2. t 8. 
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Research and Practice References-
25 Am Jur 2d. EI«tion. § 109. 
29 CjS. Elections t 42. 

ALR and L Ed Annotations -
Voting rights of persons mentally incapacitated. 80 ALR:hl 1116. 

CASE NOTES 
Governor given the power ?f ap

pointment when Senate is not In ses
.ion.-This section manifestly gives the 
Governor the right to appoint when 
the Senate is not in senion, and his 
appointees can hold under that ap
pointment until it is confirmed by the 
Senale for (wo years from the date of 
the appointment, or the holding termi
naled by Ihe Senale's failure to ap-

prove. And when in seision such ap
pointees are entitled to compensation 
as against the old members who re
fused to give up their office from the 
time of appointment 10 the nonconfir
malion. Mitchell v Jone •. 94 SC 487. 
'/~ SE 528 (l9Ig). 

Senate given power to correct mis
takes in appointment of supervisoL
Under this section the Senate has (he 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

When vacancies exist in offices held 
by members appointed two years prior 
and .not subsequently appointed, Gov; 
ernor may fill such vacancies at any 
time. 1969-70 Op •. All'y Gen .. No 
2862. p 99. 

Clerical help.-Membe.. of the 
boards of registration appointed may 
employ such clerical help as is nec..es
sary to perform the necessary duties 
when funds therefor are available. 
196~ Ops. All'y Gen., No 1"2. p 
221. 

County boards of registration and coun
ty election commissions are to be, and must 
be. separate with reference to their officers 
and to the performances of their duties; 
and cannot not merge into one body for 
any purpose. Op. Ally. Gen. to Mr. W. 
Don Owens, Mar. 9, 1979. 

The provisions of this section are deem
ed directory not mandatory. and, 
therefore. the board's size can be increas
ed from three to five members even in odd
numbered years. Op. Atty. Gen. to Hon. 
Larry A. Gentry, Mar. 7, 1983. 

The Governor has the power, under this 
section and 1976 Code 7-5-30, to fill a 
vacancy at any time. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. 
Harold A. Trask, Jr., Sept. IS, 1976. 
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Governor may fill positions when 
General Assembly not in session. -
Wtwll the Gl'l1l'ral Assembh' is nOl in 
session the Governor .has the power to 
fill appointed positions requiring the 
consent of the Senate, with the terms of 
these appoinled positions extending 
until the adjournment of the next 
session of the General Assemblv. 
1974-75 Op. All'y Gen .. No. 4180, p. 
234. 

County boards of registration and coun
ty election commissions are to be, and must 
be, separate with reference to their officers 
and to the performance of their duties; and 
cannot merge into one body for any pur· 
pose. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. W. Don 
Owens, Mar. 9, 1979. 

The provisions of this section are 
deemed directory not mandatory, and, 
therefore. the board's size can be in
creased from three to five members even 
in odd-numbered years. Op. Atty. Gen. to 
Hon. Larry A. Gentry, Mar. 7, 1983. 

The Governor has the power. under this 
section and 1976 Code 7-5-30, to fill a 
vacancy at any time. cp. Atty. Gen. to Mr. 
Harold A. Trask, Jr., Sept. IS, 1976. 



§ 7-5-20. Deputy members of boards of registration. 
Section 7-5-20. The board of registration of each county may appoint 

deputy members of the board, in numbers as may be necessary, whose 
terms shall be for a period of time as determined by the boards. The 
deputy members shall have the same powers and duties as regular 
members of the board. The clerk to each board may be made a deputy 
member of the board for the purpose of taking applications. 
HISTORY: 1961 Code § 13·51.1; 1967 (55) 634; 1984 Act No. 510 

Related Local Laws-
For local laws pertaining to deputy members of boards of registration in Anderson, Col
leton. and Spartanburg Counties, .see local Law index. 

§ 7-5-30. Duties of boards of registration; term of. office of 
members; quorum; vacancies. 

Such boards shall register and conduct the registration of the 
electors who shall apply for registration in their respective counties 
as herein required. Their office shall be at the county seat, and they 
shall keep a record of all their official acts and proceedings; provided, 
that nothing herein shall be construed as prohibiting the boards of 
registration from taking their registration books across adjoining 
count\, lines to register qualified electors of their respective county 
whose regular place of employment is in an adjoining county or who 
are otherwise unable to get to the county seat during office hours 
to register. One member of the board shall constitute a quorum for 
the purpose of registering or refusing to register applications for 
registration. Their term of office shall be for two years from the date 
of their appointment. and they shall continue in office until their 
successors shall have been appointed and shall qualify. In case of a 
vacancy from any cause in any board of registration the Governor' 
shall fill such vacancy in the same manner as provided in § 7·5-10. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25·52; 1952 Code § 25·52; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55)65.; 

1978 (61) 1275. 

Effects 01 Amendments-
The 1978 amendment added, as the third sentence, a proviso, authorizing the boards. 
to take registratin books across adjoining county lines in order to register a certain class 
of qualified electors. 

a-arch Uld Pnetlce Referen.
U Am Jur 2d, Election. 1105. 
29 CjS, Election. 145. 

20 



AlTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Function. or board may be con
ducted by al rew alone board mem
ber. 1967-68 0pI. All'y Gen .. No 
2468, p 156. 

When vacancies exist in' office. held 
by members appointed two years prior 
and not subsequently appointed, Gov
ernor may, fill such vacancies at any 
time. 1969-70 Ops. Att'y· Gen .. No 
2862, p 99 ..• 

Duties of registering voters may be 
alternated.-A county registration 
board may' alternate between its mem
bers the duties of regislering Yoters 

The General Assembly has not pro
vided a provision which would allow the 
county registration or election board to 
hold an election in one county and then 
transport the data processing cards to 
another county to be counted by a com
puter. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James A. 

and may dilpen.e with deputy mem
bera and regi.tration clerkl. 1967-68 
Op •. All'y Gen., No 2468, p 156. 

Governor may fill pOlidonl where 
General A.lembly not in ses.ion. -
Whe'n the Gencr;lI Ass('mhl\' i5 not in 
session thc:.' Go\'ernor hots the power 10 
fdl 'lppOilllt:d po!Oilions rc.·quiring. fh(' 

('olls('nl of the Scnal(.'. wilh Iht' term~ of 
these "»poillied I)()sitionll t'xICmding 
until Ih(' adjounlll1('l1l of Ih(' nexl 
s('ssion of 'the (~('ncr'll .-\.sseinhh". 
1974-75 Op .. \,,\ (;"11 .. ~". ~IRO. p. 
~~~" 

Bell, Nov. 10, 1981. 
Absentee ballot applications are clearly 

intended to be distributed only from the of
fice of the county board of registration and 
from no other location. Op. Atty. Gen. to 
Mrs. Betty S. Whiteside, Sept. 2, 1982. 

§ 7-5-40, Supplements to counties to help defray expenses 
of rep.tration office. 

Each county shall receive an annual supplement from the State 
to help defray the expenses of personnel in keeping the registra
tion office open as required in § 7-5-130. Counties with popula-' 
tions from twenty-five thousand to one hundred thousand shall 
receive twice the amount of such supplement; counties with popu
lations from one hundred thousand one to two hundred thousand 
shall receive three times the amount of the supplement; counties 
with over two hundred thousand shall receive four times the 
amount. of the supplement. Such supplements shall be in such 
amounts as provided for in the annual general appropriations act 
of the State. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-51.2; 1967 (55) 654. 

QUALIFICATIONS AND RHaSTKATION OF E.I.FCTOKS § 7-5-110 

ARTICI.E 3 

REQ.U1REMENT OF AND QUALIFICATIONS FOR REGISTRATION 
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SEC. 
7-5-110. Penon. must register in order to vote. 
7->120. QjIalifications for registration; persons disqualified. 
7-~ISO. Time and place where books shall be kept open for registralion. 
7-5-140. Additional days and hours for registration; notice of time and place. 
7-~150. Closing registration books; registration of persons coming of age while 

books closed. 
7.5-160. Voter registration (0 he permanent: dleCI on provisions of law 

establishing registration proceduT('s, ('It', 

. 7-~170. Net;essity for written application for registration; fonn; oaths; decisions 
on applications. 

7-~180. Procedure for registration when qualification shall be completed after 
closing books. . 

7-5-190. Issuance and delivery of registration certificates by boards. 
7->200. Certificates shall be furnished to registered voters; execution and form 

of certificates. 
7-~21O. Physically disabled persons may execute forms by mark. 
7-~220. Certificates shall be invalid at eleclion within thirly days of issuance. 
7-~2S0. Boards of registralion shall delermine qualifications; appeal from denial 

of registration or restoration of name on registration boob. 
7-~240. Proceedings on appeal in court of common pleas. 
7-5-250. Right to and proceedings on further appeal 10 Supreme Courl. 
7-5-280. State Election CommiSSion shall furnish regl5tration fonnl. 

§ 7-5-110. Persons must register in order to vote. 
No person shall be allowed to vote at any election unless he 

shall be registered as herein required. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § U·61; 1952 Code § 25-61; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55) 

6S4. 

Cross reference.-
As to the right of suffrage. see SC Consl. Art 2. 

Research and Practice References-
25 Am Jur 2d. Eleclions § 102. 
29 CJS, Eleclions § 38. 

CASE NOTES 

Voter in incorporation election must 
reside in area to be incorporated.-Be
cause of the special requirements of 
SC Const, Art 8, § 2 (see now S.c. 
Const.. Art. 8, § 8), the registration re
quired by this section [Code 1962 § 2~· 
61] would not entitle one to vote in an 
incorporation election unless he was 

. actually residing in the area to be in
corporated at the time of the election. 
Brisben v Thornlon. 258 SC 524. 189 
SE2d H27 (1972). 

One may be a qualified elector in the 
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area to be incorporated, but disquali
fied to vote in an incorporation elec
tion because actually residing else
where. Brisben v Thornton, 258 SC 
524, 189 SE2d 827 (1972). 

Registering ne<:essary part in Federal 
election. -Since it is a prerequisite in South 
Carolina to register before voting, it is clear 
that registering is a necessary and vital part 
of participating in a Federal or general elec
tion, where members of Congress are to be 
elected. United States v Ellis, 43 F Supp 321 
(1942). 



§ 7-5-20. Qualifications for registration; persons disqualified. 
Every citizen of this State and the United States who: 
(I) Is at least eighteen years of age; 
(2) Is not laboring under disabilities named in the Constitu

tion of 1895 of this State; 
(3) IS a resident in the county and in the polling precinct in 

which. the elector offers to vote; 
(4) Applies for registration; must be registered; provided that: 

(a) Persons who are mentally incompetent or confined in 
any public prison; and . 

(b) Persons convicted ofa feloriy or offenses against the 
election laws are disqualified from being registered or voting, 

. unless the disqualification has been removed by service of the 
sentence, including probation and parole time unless sooner 
pardoned. 

Editor's Note-
Section 2A of 1981 Act No. I provides as follows: 
"Section 2A. The provision of paragraph (b) of Section 7-5-120, as amended in Sec

tion 2, shall apply to all persons falling within the amended provision regardless of the 
date of their conviction." 

Effect of Amendments-
The 1981 amendment inserted the words "a felony" in paragraph (b) in place of the 

words "burglary, arson, obtaining goods or money under false pretenses. perjury, forgery, 
robbery. bribery. adultery. bigamy, wife-beating, housebreaking, receiving stolen good, 
breach of trust with fraudulent intent fornification, sodomy. incest, assuIt with intent 
to ravish,larceny murder, rape"; substituted the word "offenses" for the word "crimes"; 
and substituted the words "service of the sentence, including probation and parole time 
unless sooner pardoned" for the word "pardon." 
Cro •• reference&--

As to free and open elections, see SC Const, An I. § 5. 
A.~ to residential qualifications of electors, see SC Const. An 2. § 4. 
As to constitutional rule that General Assembly may require demonstration of 

literacy. see SC Canst. Art 2. § 6. 
As to constitutional provisions regarding disqualifications by reason of mental 

incompetence or conviction of crime. see Sf: c.onst, An 2. § 7. 
As to registration of absemee voters, see It 7-15-110 el seq. 
As to being deprived of the right of suffrage on ('ollviction of sending or 

accepting a challenge (0 duel. see § 16-~-41 O. . 
As to receipt of public aid not disfranchising qualified citizens. see t 7-1-~O. 

Research and Practice References-
25 Am Jur 2d. Elections H 58 et seq. 
29 CjS. Elections It 14 et seq. 
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I Am Jur Proof of Fac .. , Age, Proof No.6 (baptismal record). 
I Am Jur Proof of Fac .. , Age, Proof No.7 (birth certificates). 
4 Am Jur Proof of Fac .. , Domicil, Proof No. I (domicil). 
Constitutional Law-Elections--Dufational Residency Requirement. 25 SC L 

Rev S20. 

ALR and L Ed Annolationa-· 
State voting righ .. of residen .. of federal military establishment. !l4 ALR2d 

119S. 
What constitutes "conviction" within constitutional or statutory provision 

disfr.mchising one convicted of crime. S6 ALR2d 1238. 
Residence or domicil of student Or teacher for purpose of voting. 98 ALR2d 

488. 
Effect of conviction under federal law, or law of another state or country, on 

right to vote or hold public office. S9 ALRSd SOS. 
Residence of students for voting purposes. 44 ALRSd 797. 
Validity, under Federal Constitution, of stale residency requirements for voting 

in elections. 31 LEd 2d 861. 

CASE NOTES 

Registration lists not conclusive of 
qualifications for voting in incorpora
tion eleclions.-Registration lists. com
piled by the Stilte Election Commis
sion. which are based upon the general 
qualifications for electors as set forth 
in SC Const. Art 2. § 4, and this sec
tion {Code 1962 § 2~.62]. are not nec· 
essarily conclusive of the additional· 
qualifications required for voting in 
incorporation elections under SC 
Const, Art 8, § 2 (see now S. C. Const. 
Art. 8, § 8). Brisben v Thornton, 258 
SC 524, 189 SE2d 827 (1972). 

Cited in Ferrara v Ibach, 285 F Supp 
lOI7 (DSC 1968). 

Necessary qualification to v·ote must 
be alleged in action against managers 
for refusal to allow vote.-In an action 
against the managers of election for 
the refusal of the right to vote, the 
person so refused must allege the I1~C
essary qualifications which are condi
tions precedent to his right to vote. 

Wiley v Sinkler. 179 US 58. 21 S Ct 
17.45 L Ed 84 (1900); Logan v Stan· 
ley. 95 SC 22.78 SE 524 (l91~). 

Former §7·5·1l0(5)(b), which dis· 
I qualifies persons convicted of crimes from 
registering or voting, does not violate the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the United 
States Constitution since § 2 of the Amend· 
ment immunizes any classification of dis
qualifying crimes, whether the classifica
tion is stated in terms of "fe:onies" 
generally, or of some felonies, or of cer
tain specified crimes, from the equal pro
tection constraints of § I of the Amend· 
ment. However, the case would be remand
ed for consideration by the District Court 
of the plaintiff's claim and that the statute 
was racially discriminatory where the 
record failed to present any evidence on this 
issue. Allen v Ellisor, 1981, CA4 SC) 664 
F2d 391. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

A person who is mentally handicapped, 
but who has not been declared mentally in· 
competent and who has met all other 
statutory requirements for registration may 
be registered to vote. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. 
James B. Ellisor, Feb. 24, 1983. 

Although not completely free from 
doubt, it is the opinion of this Office that 
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South Carolina state courts would follow 
the majority rule that a felony conviction 
under federal law would be a felony under 
this section, thus disenfranchising the one 
so convicted until nis civil rights have qeen 
restored. Op. Att'y Gen. to Mr. James B. 
Ellisor, Aug. 3,1984. 



AITORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Whether conviction had in court of 
magistrate or general sessions - Convic
tion for offenses named is a disqualifying 
factor. whether such conviction is had in 
the coun of magistrate or general sessions. 
1963-M Ops. Att'y Gen., No 1717, p 190. 

Conviction in magistrate's court of cer
tain crimes will disqualify a person from 
becoming an elector. 1964-65 Ops. Att'y 
Gen., No 1910, p 20l. 

Disqualification arises at time of convic
tion. 1964-65 Ops. Att'y Gen., No 1940, 
p 24l. 

And it is not stayed by appeal. 1964-65 
Ops. Att'y Gen., No 1940, p 24l. 

Conviction of disqualifying offense in a 
foreign jurisdiction is sufficient to dis
Qualify one from suffrage rights in South 
Carolina. 1964-65 Ops. Att'y Gen., No 
1912, p 202. 

Reglslralion of college students In col
lege community - A coUege student must 
show that he plans to live permanently or 
indefinitely within the college community 
in order to register to vote there. 1973-74 
Op. Att'y Gen., No. 3918, p 357. 

A woman llvlng with ber husband would 
not be prohibited from establishing her 
own residency for the purpose of voting in 
South Carolina, even though her military 
husband did not declare the State of South 
Carolina as his residence. 1975-76 Op 
Atty Gen. No 4324, p 145. 

A penon pleadllig nolo conlende .. to a 
disqualifying offense under § 23-62(5-b) 
[1976 Code § 7-5-120(5-b)] would be dis
Qualified from registering to vole. 1976-77 
Op. Atty Gen., No. 77-176, p 137. 

A penon wbo bas been convicted of 
forging a drug prescription would also be 
deemed a forger under §23-62 [1976 Code 
§ 7-5-120) and therefore disqualified from 
registering to vote. 1976-77 Op Atty Gen, 
No 77-106, p 94. 

One convicted of criminal conspiracy is 
not disqualified from voting. 1980 Op Att'y 
Gen., No 80-22, p 48. 

ft is the opinion of this Office that South 
Carolina courts would follow the majori
ty rule that a felony conviction under 
federal hiw would be a felony under this 
section, thus disenfranchising the one so 
convicted until his civil rights have been 

restored. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B. 
Ellisor, Aug. 3, 1984. . 

A person who does not live within the 
municipality but who owns a business 
within the municipality would not be con
sidered a resident for the purpose of voting 
in a municipal election. Op. Atty. Gen. to 
Hon. Martin Sauls, Jan. 31, 1977. 

Only a judicial order declaring a person 
to be incompetent would disenfranchise a 
person under this section. Op. Atty. Gen. 
to Mr. James B. Ellisor, Feb. 24, 1983. 

A person who is mentally handicapped, 
but who has not been declared mentally in
competent and who has met all other 
statutory requirements for registration may 
be registered to vote. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. 
James B. Ellisor, Feb. 24, 1983. 

A conviction by a military court-martial 
does not constitute a conviction within the 
meaning of §7-5-12O(S)(b) and a person so 
convicted is not disqualified from voting 
or registering to vote. Op. Atty. Gen. to 
Ms. Faye K. Jones, Oct. 16, 1979. 

A juvenile convicted in juvenile or family 
court of a disqualifying crime would not 
be disqualified from voting, but a juvenile 
convicted in General Sessions would be dis
Qualified. Op. Atty. Gen. to Ms. Frances 
M. Pennington, July 2, 1979. 

Until a citizen of a particular section of 
Kershaw County to be annexed to Lan
caster County by virtue of Act No. 348 of 
the 1977 Acts becomes a resident of Lan
caster County, he could not register to vote 
in Lancaster County and thus would not 
be among those qualified Lancaster County 
electors eligible to serve as jurors in Lan
caster County. 1977 Op. Atty. Gen., No. 
77-398, p. 325. 

In order for students to be registered to 
vote in the community in which they attend 
college, they must show that they are 
domiciled (intend to remain permanently 
or indefinitely) in that community. Op. 
Atty. Gen. to Hon. Earl M. Middleton, 
April 11, 1984. 

The State may require more than a sim
ple declaration by the student to this effect 
and may review several_ criteria to insure 
that the student is validly domiciled in that 
community. Op. Atty. Gen. to. Hon. Earl 
M. Middleton, April 11, 1984. 
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§ 7-5-130. Time and place where boob shall be kept open 
for registration. . . 

The books of registration shall be open at each county court
house, or at such other place as may be provided by the governing 
body of the county, during the same hours as other county offices 
are normally open, except as provided for in § 7-5-\50. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code 113-65; 1952 Code I U-6S; 1950 (46) 1059; 1967 (55) 

04. 

Reoeudl Old Pnc:tice Reference.--
2~ Am Jur 2d. E(eelion. I 10~. 
29 CjS. E(eelion. f 59. 

ATfORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

No provision for walchers.-No pro-
. vi5ion is conlainr-d in the Soulh Caro

lina Election Law for watchers at plan"s 
of rq~islrali()n of elt''("tors. 1964-65 
Ops. AII\ G ..... No (Sit. P 60. 

It is important that tfie place where per
sons go to register be open and accessible 
to all persons who desire to register. Op. 
Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B. Ellisor. Aug. 
16, 1982. 

Consistent wilh the idea Ihat the righllo 
vote in South Carolina is fundamental, it 
is not unlawful nor does it invalidate the 
vote. to register voters on Sunday. Op. 
Ally. Gen. 10 Hon. McKinlay Washinglon, 
Jr., Ocr. 19, 1983. 

§ 7-5-140. Additional days and hours for registration; no
tice of time and place. 

Boards of registration shall remain open as provided by law and, 
in addition thereto, shall remain open and available fur registra
tion on any additional days, during stich hOllrs and at such various 
places throughout the county as the boards may determine. N()tice 
of the time and place shall· be given by prior publication in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the (ounty. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-65.1; 1957 (50) 671; 1967 (55) 634; 1982 (62) 1964. 

Effect of Amendments-' 
The 1982 amendment added the second sentence "State boards also shall remain open 
and available for absentee registration and absentee voting responsibilities during such 
additional hours as the boards may deem necessary." 

CASE NOTES 

Special registration supplemental to 
regular registration:-The special reg
istration for special elections was in
tended to supplement the regular reg
istration in order that those who are 
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qualifit."d, but not. duly registered since 
the last general election. may not be 
depr.ived of the right to vote at sprcial 
elections. Logan v Stanley. 95 SC 22. 
7851:: 524 (1913). 



ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINION 

Paymelll 10 members of board~.
Payment made tty the Slale to {he 
members of the boards of registratiun 
is in full for all days on which the 
board is rt'quired to opt'n or which. in 
its discretion. under the provisions of 
this sect;on (Code 1962 § 23-65.1). the 
board may determine to additionally 
open its offices. 1964··65 Ops. Au'y 
Gen., No 1877. P 143. 

Board may remain open on legal 
holiday.-A cOllnty board of registra
lion could have, if it chose and prop
erly announced the same, remained 
open on Friday, May 10, and Saturday. 
May II, 1968, 10 accept applications 
for registration and (0 issue registra
tion certifICates, even though May 10 
~as • legal holiday. 1967--68 Ops. All'y 
Cell., No 2446. p 104. 

Even though one member of the Board 
of Registration without the consent of the 
rest of the Board, established a different 
place and date of registration and adver
tised on the radio. such registrations were 
not carried out in accordance with Slate 
laws and. therefore, were invalidly made. 
Op. Atty. Gen. to Ms. Eloise Kirkland, 
June 26, 1974. 

Those people invalidly registered 
however. should be entered on the coun
ty's registration books because they 
thought they had done all they could do to 
be validly registered. Op. Atty. Gen. to Ms. 
Eloise Kirkland, June 26, 1974. 

There is no express prohibition under ex
isting South Carolina law against the tak
ing of applications for voter registration in 
the home or door-la-door registration, so 
long as the provisions of Section 7-5-140 
as well as other requirements are met. Ops. 
All'Y Gen. to General Assembly, April 13, 
1984. 

Notification by radio of additional 
registration times and places would be in
valid notification. No prohibition to hav
ing radio announcements or some other 
method of notification to supplement the 
required newspaper notice. OS-862 Op. 
All'y Gen. to Hon. Earle M. Middleton, 
March 27, 1984. 

Consistent with the idea that the right to 
vote in South Carolina is fundamental. it 
is not unlawful nor does it invalidate the 
vote, to register voters on Sunday. Op. 
Atty. Gen. to Hon. McKinlay Washington, 
Jr., Oct. 19, 1983. 

Although radio notification would be in
sufficient notice in itself, there would be 
no prohibition to having radio an
nouncements or some other method of 
notification such -as handbills to supple
ment the required newspaper nOlice. Op. 
AllY. Gen. to Hon. Earl M. Middleton, 
Mar. 27, 1984. 

§ 7-5-150, Closing registration books; registration of' per
sons coming of age while books closed. 

The regislralion books shall be dosed thirty days before each 
election, but only as to that election or any second race or runoff 
resulting from that election, and shall remain closed until such 
election shall have taken place, anYlhing in this article to the 
contrary nOlwithstanding; prol'ided, that the registration books 
shall be dosed thirty days before Ihe .Iune primary and shall 
remain closed until after the second primary and shall likewise be 
closed thirty days before the November general election. They 
shall thereafter be opened from time to lime in accordance with 
the provisions of this article. Stich persons as shall become of age 
during any such period of thirty days shall be entitled to registra
tion before the closing of the books if otherwise qualified. 
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HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23··66; 1952 Code § 23·66; 1950 (46) 2059; 1957 (50) 
671; 1958 (50) 1548. 

Cross references--
As to procedures for regislIiIotioll when qualihcaricJII is t·oTllpleted <i,fter dosing 

books. see § 7-5-180. 

As to procedure for computing of time when the last day of the period is a Saturday. 
Sunday or legal holiday, see § 15·1-20. . 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS. 

When qualification of elector deter
mined. - Qualification of a candidate as 
elector as required by S.C. Const., Art. 17 
§ -I is determined as of time of election and 
not at time of filing of his renomination 
petition. 1967-68 Ops. AII'y Gen., No. 
2559, p 257. 

Period within which persons coming of 
age or completing Qualification may 
register - Persons who will come of age 
or complete qualification.during the 3<k1ay 
period of the closing of the books before 
an election may apply for registration dur
ing the 6O-day period preceding such clos
ing. 1964-65 Ops. AII'y Gen., No 1935, p. 
235. 

Municipal party primary winner en
titled to be candidate in general election.
Muncipal party primary winner in race for 
city council was entitled to be his party's 
candidate in the general election although 
he had not been registered 30 days in his 
precinct prior to the primary but will have 
been registered more than 30 days at the 
time of the general election. 1971-72 Ops. 
AII'y Gen., No 3289, p 96. 

For a petition signature to be valid, the 
petitioner musfhave registered to vote at 
least 30 days prior to the final date for fil
ing the petitiori. Op. Ally. Gen. to Mr. 
Joseph H. Earle, Jr., Nov. 5, 1981. 

A candidate who registered to vote on 
the first available day in that the registra
tion board was closed on Saturday and 
Sunday is still required to meet the 30 day 
registration requirement in order to be 
qualified as of the time of the general elec
tion. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. William 
Myrick, Jr., Oct. 19, 1981. 

The thirty-day deadline requires that the 
candidate must be qualified as of the time 
of the general election. Op. Ally. Gen. to 
Hon. Larry Blanding, Mar. 26, 1980. 

Although radio notification would be in
sufficient notice in itself, there would be 
no prohibition to having radio an
nouncements or some other method of 
notification such as handbills to supple
ment the required newspaper notice. Op. 
Ally. Gen. to Hon. Earl M. Middleton, 
Mar. 27, 1984. 

CASE NOTES 

Statutory ""Iulremeut that, as qualifica
tion of voting in any election, one must be 
duly registered on books of registration of 
state at least 30 days prior to election is 
valid and constitutional; there is nothing 
racially discriminatory in statute since per
son has no federal constitutional right to 
walk up to voting place on election day and 
demand ballot; states have valid and suf-
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ficient interest in providing for some period 
of time prior to election in order to prepare 
adequate voter records and protect electoral 
processes from possible frauds. Key v 
Board of Voter Registration (1980, CA4 
sq 622 F2d 88, cert den (US) 66 L Ed 2d 
99, 101 S Ct 222, reh den (US) 66 L Ed 2d. 
302, 101 S C! 547. 



§ 7-5-155. Registration by Mail. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the following pro

cedures may be used in the registration of electors in addition to the 
procedure otherwise provided by law. 

(I) Subject to the provision of Section 7-5-150, any qualified citizen 
may register to vote by mailing or having delivered a completed 
application not later than forty-five days immediately prior to any 
election to his registration board. The postmark date of a mailed 
application is considered the date of mailing. The application must be 
witnessed by a qualified elector from the respective county. The name, 
address, the voter certificate number of the witness, and where applica
ble the telephone number must be legibly written on the application. 
The person witnessing the application may not be a filed candidate for 
public office at the time of the application. Any applicant or witness is 
subject to the penalty provided in Section 7-25-20 for fraudulent 
registration. 

(2) If the registration board determines that the applicant is qualified 
and his application is legible and complete, the registration board shall 
mail the voter written notification of approval on a form to be pre
scribed and provided by the State Election Commission pursuant to 
Section 7-5-180. When the county board of registration mails the 
written notification of approval, it must do so without requiring the 
elector to sign anything in the presence of a member of the board, a 
deputy member, or a registration clerk, and the attestation of the 
elector's signature is not required so long as the conditions set forth 
above are met. 

(3) Any application must be rejected for any of the following reasons: 
(i) Any portion of the application is not complete. 
(ii) Any portion of the application is illegible in the opinion ofa 

member and the clerk of the board. 
(iii) The board is unable to determine, from the address stated on 

the application, the precinct in which the voter should be assigned or 
the election districts in which he is entitled to vote. 

(4) Any person whose application is rejected must be notified of the 
rejection together with the reason for rejection. The applicant must 
further be informed that he still has a right to register by appearing in 
person before the board of registration or by submitting the informa-

. tion by mail necessary to correct his rejected application. The form for 
notifying applicants of rejection must be prescribed and provided by 
the State Election Commission pursuant to Section 7-5-180. 

(b) The State Election. Commission shall furnish a sufficient 
number of applications to the county registration boards so that dis
tribution of the applications may be made to various locations through
out the counties and mailed to persons requesting them. 

County boards of registration shall distribute application forms to 
various locations in their respective counties where they must be 
readily available to the public. 
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(c) Every application for registration by mail shall contain spaces 
for the home and work telephone numbers of the applicant and the 
applicant shall enter the numbers on the application where applicable. 

(d) The original applications must remain on file in the office of 
the county board of registration. 

(e) The State Election Commission may promulgate regulations to 
implement the provisions of this section. 

§ 7·5·160. Voter registration to be permanent: effect on 
provisions of law establishIng registration procedures, etc. 

Effective July I. 1976. any person who is rq(istl'red to \"Ote 
according to law shall remain permanently registered and entitled 
to all rights and privileges of such registration unless his name is 
removed from the registration list for cause. The provisions of this 
sen ion shall not be construed to modify or repeal any of the 
provisions of this Tille or acts of the General Assembly whirh 
establish registration proredures and prescribe the causes for 
termination of regiSiration or purging of registration lOlls except 
those whirh require reregistration at tt'n·\"("ar intervals. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23·67; 1952 CodeS 23·67; 1950 (46) 2059; t957 (50) 671; 

1976 (59) 1513. 

Cross references -
.-\s 'f' rl"~i\lr;lli(HI pr(Jn.'cillr<·~ .... t'(' § '·;;·170 ('I St'q. 

,-h to ("'IUSt'.o; ilnd pro("l'dur{' Ic)r ddl'lion of nanl('s of r1t'rtors from rosins of 
I'q~istl'rl·d l'knors .. >;Ct' §* 7-3·20 and 7·:~·:·\o. 

HISTORY: 1976 Act No. 518. 

Errect of Amendmenls-
The 1976 amendment substantially revised this section. 

§ 7-5-170. Necessity for written application for registration; 
form; oaths; decisions on applications. 

(I) Written application required.-No person may be registered to 
vote except upon written application which shall become a part of the 
permanent records of the board to which it is presented and must be 
open to public inspection. 

(2) Form of application.-The application must be on a form pre
scribed and provided by the executive director and shall contain the 
following information: 

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION 
Dated at _________ • S.c., _______ _ 

day of _____ , 19' __ _ 
1, __________________________________________________ , a 

Last Name-First Name-Middle Initial 
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citizen of this State and the United States, hereby apply for registration 
as an elector and certify under oath that: 

l. I am a male/female, a member of the race, 
born at . ,on _____ ~ ___ _ 
I reside at Street in 
the town or city of ________ ---,---------
or on __________ Road in _________ _ 
Township or Parish in _________ -'-'_--County . 

. My precinct is ___ -,--__ . My weight is ______ lbs., 
my height is _________ ft. _________ In., 

the color of my eyes is , the color of my 
hair is ____ _ 
02. I am a resident of South Carolina, this county and in the voting 
precinct at which I will be entitled to vote if a registration certificate is 
issued to me upon this application. 
03. I am not now under a court order declaring me mentally incompe
tent or confined in any public prison. 
04. (a) I have never been convicted of a felony or crimes against the 
·election laws; or 
o . (b) I have been convicted ofa felony or crimes againstthe election 
laws.. . 

Daif~ of Conviction _______ _ 
Month Year 

the criminal offense convicted of was __________ _ 

the total length of my sentence was .:-. _________ ; and 
. No. of years or months 

o (c) I have served my entire ·senterice, all probation and parole 
time, or I have been legally pardoned for the conviction. 

5. My social security or identification number is _____ _ 
If none, so stak 

6. My place of birth is ______________ _ 
7. I was last registered in ______________ _ 

Precinct, County, State. 
8. My occupation is _______________ _ 
9. My mailing address is _____________ _ 

10. My telephone number is =--::-::----::-::---::---::--::-:-----c: 
WHOEVER SHALL; \yILFULLY AND KNOWINGLY, SWEAR 

FALSELY IN TAKlNGANY OATH REQUIRED BY LAW, AD
MINISTERED BY ANY PERSON DIRECTED OR PERMITTED 
BY LAW TO ADMINISTER SUCH OATH, IS GUILTY OF PER-
JUR YAND ON CONVICTION, INCUR THE PAINS AND PENAL
TIES OF TifA T OFFENSE. 

Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this day of _________ , 19 
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Member or Clerk of Registration Board 

Applicant 

(3) Administraiion of oaths.-Any member of the registration board, 
deputy registrar, or any registration clerk must be qualified to admin
ister oaths in connection with the application. 

(4) Decisions on applications.-Any member of the registration 
board, deputy registrar, or registration clerk may pass on the qualifica
tions of the prospective voter. In case of a question of an applicant being 
refused registration, at least one member of the board shall pass on the 
qualifications of the voter. A concise statement of the reasons for the 
refusal must be written on the application. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-68; 1952 Code § 23-68; 1950 (46) 2059; 1951 (47) 78; 1957 (50) 671; 

1965 (54)283; 1967 (55) 657; 1968 (55) 2316; 1974 (58) 2184; 1984 Act No. 304; 1984 Act No. 
510; 1986 Act No. 345. 

Cross references-
As to punishment for false swearing in applying for registration, see § 7-25-10. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Where application for registration must 
be signed. - According to the election law 
an application for registration must be sign
ed in the presence of a member of the board 
or the clerk of the registration board. 
1968-69 Ops. AII'y Gen., No. 2653, p. 68. 

The payment of taxes and the certifica
tion of residence for the purpose of motor 
vehicle registration are factors to take into 
consideration in determining the place of 
residence. but not conclusive factors. 
1963-64 Ops. AII'y Gen., No 1729, p. 216. 

Registration of student. - A student 
may properly be asked under subdivision 
(4) if he is registered to vote in another 

It is not necessary to have a Social 
Security number in order to register to vote. 
Under the provisions or the registration ap
plication. however. it is necessary to either 
give the Social Security number or state 
that the individual does not have a Social 
Security number. Op. Atty. Gen. to Hon. 
Richard L. Rigdon, Oct. 26, 1981. 

county. Where do his parents live? What 
is his place of residence as shown upon the 
college records? Military records? In
surance records? Driver's license? Other 
documents? 1963-64 Ops. AII'y Gen., No. 
1729, p 216. 

A student may be registered to vote in 
the com unity where he attends college on
ly if he establishes that he is a bona fide 

. resident of that community. In establishing 
such residency, it must be demonstrated 
that the student intends to remain in the 
commuity permanently or indefinitely. Op. 
Att'y Gen. to Hon. Earl M. Middleton, 
April II, 1984. 

A person who is mentally handicapped, 
but who has not been declared mentally in
competent and who has met all other 
statutory requirements for registration may 
be registered to vote. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. 
James B. Ellisor, Feb. 24, 1983. 

§ 7-5-180. Procedure for registration when qualification shall 
be completed after closing books_ 

In case any person who has not attained the age of eighteen years before 
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the closing of the books of registration preceding any election but at
tains such age before the next ensuing election appears before the board 
of registration and makes application for registration, under oath as to 
the facts above stated entitling a person to registration, the board must 
register the applicant, if he is otherwise duly qualified. Any person not 
laboring under the disabilities named in the Constitution and in Section 
7-5-120 and whose qualification as an elector is completed after the closing 
of the registration books, but before the next ensuing election, has the 
right to apply for and secure registration at any time within sixty days 
immediately preceding the closing of the books for the election or for 
the primary election preceding the election. Written notification of ap
proval or rejection must be issued personally, or mailed by the board 
to each applicant on a form to be prescribed and provided by the State 
Election Commission. The decision of the board of registration may be 
appealed as provided by Section 7-5-230. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-69: 1952 Code § 23-69: 1950 (46) 2059: 1967 (55) 634: 
1968 (55) 2316: 1976 (59) 1886: 1984 Act. No. 5\0. 

Cross references-
As to registration of persons coming of age y'hile books closed, s~e § 7-5-150. 

As to procedure for computing of time when the last day of the period is a Saturday, 
Sunday or legal holiday. see § 15·1·20. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Municipal party primary win;H~r emi· 
tled to be candidate in general dec
lian.-Municipal party primary winner 
in race for city council ..... as entitled to 
be his party's candidate in the general 
election as being qualifit:d elector 
ahhoug-h he had 1101 bt'en reKi~tered :{O 

day.'. in his pre(inCl prior to the priruary. 
hlll will have been reg-istered more thall 
:~o days at the lillie of the gt'llcral 
eleCliun. lY71-72 Ops. An'r GCll .. i'\n 
3289. p 96. 

§ 7-5-210. Physically disabled persons may execute forms 
by mark. 

In cases of inability to write on account of physicaly disability only, 
any prospective registrant to vote may sign the application and oath by 
mark in the presence of a clerk or a member of the board of registration. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-72.1: 1958 (50) 1591: 1984 Act. No. 510. 

Cross references-
As to barrier·free polling places for physically handicapped electors. see §7·7·990. 
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§ 7-5-220. Registration shall be invalid at election within 
thirty days of such registration. 
Registration made thirty days or less before any election is not valid 

for that election or any second race or runoff resulting from that elec
tion but such registration shall be valid in any other election. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-72.2; 1958 (50) 1548; 1984 Act No. 510. 

Cross references-
As to procedure for computing of time when the last day of the period is a Saturday. 

Sunday or legal holiday. see § 15·1·20. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Effect of registennll thirty day. or 
less from election.-This section [Code 
1962 § 23· 72.2] prohibiu voter obtain· 
ing registration thirty days or less from 
an election from voting in that elec
tion. 1969-70 Op AU'y Gen. No 2821. 

p 3
M
3. .. I . . . 
unlclpa party pnmary wmner cnU-

tied to be candidate in general elee-

tian.-Municipal party primary winner 
in race for city council was entitled to 
he his party's candidate in the general 
election although he had not been reg
istered 30 days in his precinct prior to 
the primary I but will have been regis. 
ter~ more than 30 days at the time of 
the general election. 1971-72 Op AU'y 
Gen. No 3289. p 96. 

§ 7-5-230. Boards of registration shall determine qualifica
tions; appeal from denial of registration or restoration of 
name on registration books. 

The boards of registration to be appointed under § 7-5-10 shall 
be the judges of the legal qualifications of all applicants for 
registration. Any person denied registration or restoration of his 
name on the registration books shall have the right of appeal from 
the decision of the board of registration denying him registration 
or such restoration to the court of common pleas of the county or 
any judge thereof and thence to the Supreme Court. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-73; 1952 Code § 23·73; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55) 

657. 

Cro •• referenc~ 
As to constitutional right to appeal by person denied registration. see SC 

Can ... Art 2. § 9. 

Relearc:h and Practice Referenc_ 
25 Am Jur 2d. Elections U 112 et .eq. 
9 Am Jur PI Be Pr Form. (Rev ed). Elections. Form 21 (petition or application 

to compel registration of voter). 

§ 7-5-240. Proceedings on appeal in court of common 
pleas. 

Any person denied registration or restoration of his name on 
the registration books and desiring to appeal must within ten days 
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after written notice to him of the decision of the board of 
registration file with the board a written notice of his intention to 
appeal therefrom. Within ten days after the filing of such notice of 
intention to appeal, the board of registration shall file with the 
clerk of court of common pleas for the county the notice of 
intention to appeal and any papers in its possession relating to the 
case, together with a report of the case if it deem proper. The 
clerk of the court shall file the same and enter the case on a 
special docket to be known as calendar number four. If the 
applicant desires the appeal to be heard by a judge at chambers he 
shall give every member of the board of registration four days' 
written notice of the tim'e and place of the hearing. On such 
appeal the hearing shall be de novo. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-74; 1952 Code § 23-74; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55) 

657. 

Cross references-
As (0 appdJate' r~view. generally, see Title 18. 

As to procedure for computing of time when the last day of the period is a Saturday. 
Sunday or legal holiday, see § 15-1-20. 

§ 7-5-250. Right to and proceerlings on further appeal to 
Supreme Court. 

From the decision of the court of common pleas or any judge 
thereof the applicant may further appeal to the Supreme Court by 
filing a written notice of his intention to appeal therefrom in the 
office of the clerk of court of common pleas within ten days after 
written notice to him of the filing of such decision and within such 
time serving a copy of such notice on any memberof the board of 
registration. Thereupon, the clerk of the court of common pleas 
shall certify all 'the papers in the case to the clerk of the Supreme 
Court within ten days after the filing of such notice of intention to 
appeal. The clerk of the Supreme Court shall place the case on a 
special docket, and it shall come up for hearing upon the call 
thereof under such rules as the Supreme Court may make. If such 
appeal be filed with the clerk of the Supreme Court at a time that 
a session thereof will not be held between' the date of filing and 
election at which the applicant will be entitled to vote if registered, 
the Chief Justice or, if he is unable to act or disqualified, the 
senior associate justice shall call an extra term of the court to hear 
and determine the case. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 25-75; 1952 Cod. § 25-75; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55) 

654. 

§ 7-5-280. State Election Commission shall furnish registra
tion forms. 
The applications provided for in this article as well as all other forms 
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necessary for registration must be furnished to each county by the State 
Election Commission. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-80; 1951 (SO) 611; 1911 (51) 85; 1984 Act No. 510. 

Cro •• reference~ 
As (0 the creation of the State Election Commission. see I 7-5-10. 

ARTICLE 5 

REGISTRATION BOOKS, LISTS OF ELECTORS AND THE LIKE 

SEC. 

7-5-410. Maintenance and inspection of official registration records. 
7-5-420. Lists of voters for party primaries. 
7-5-430. Books for general and special election,. 
7-5-440. Electors musl appear on official lis IS or prove registration to vote. 
7-5-450. Who is to furnish certificate to prove registration. 
7-5-460. Custody of books and return after election. 
7-5-470. Division of registration books into sections. 

§ 7-5-410. Maintenance and inspection of official registra
tion records. 

Each board of registration shall deposit the official records of 
registration for safekeeping in the board's office or in the office of 
the clerk of court of common pleas for its county, who shall keep 
them with the other records in his office. The official registration 
records shall be public records open to the inspection of any 
citizen at all times and shall not be removed from the office by any 
person except the board of registration which may take and keep 
them as long as may be necessary to enable it to perform its 
duties. The official records of registration shall not be kept 
anywhere else except when their use is required elsewhere by the 
provisions of this Title. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § U·97; 1952 Code § 23·97; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55) 

654. 

Related Local Lawo-
for a local law pertaining to dispo5ilion or old vOler r~giSiration records in 

Saluda County. ,ee Local Law Index. 

Reaearch and Practice References--
25 AmJur 2d. Election. f 109. 
29 CjS, Elections' 47. 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Thi. .ection [Code 1962 § 2S·97) the board. of regi.tration for the per· 
has reference to all of the records formanee of their duties, the right of 
relating to registration. including the inspection may be restricted, partially 
copies or duplicates of the registration or completely, by the board of registra. 
books which are prepared for use in tion, depending upon whether the 
the various precincts. 1965-64 0pl.· board determines that inspection may 
All'y Gen., No 1718(b), p 194. interfere with the proce .. of regi.tra· 

Restriction of right of inspection.
While the record. are being kept by 

tion. 1965-64 Op •. All'y Gen .• No 
1718(b). p 194. 

§ 7-5-420. Lists of voters for party primaries. 
Immediately preceding each party primary election the board of 

registration in each county shall furnish to the county committee 
of each political party proposing to hold a primary two official lists 
of voters for each polling precinct in the county, containing in 
each the names of all electors entitled to vote at each precinct. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23·98; 1952 Code § 23·98; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55) 

634. 

Allomty Gentral'. Opinions 

The State Election Commission is not re· 
quiroo to provide a computer list of voters 
free of charge to a political party for an 
election that is not authorized by law, such 
as a Presidential preference election. Op. 
Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B. Ellisor, Oct. 
I, 1979. 

§ 7-5-430. Books for general and special elections. 
Immediately preceding each general election or any special 

election the board of registration shall furnish to the commission
ers of election for their county two registration books for each 
polling precinct in their county containing in each the names of all 
electors entitled to vote at each precinct. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23·99; 1952 Code § 23·99; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-5-440. Electors must appear on official lists or prove registration to 
vote. 

No elector shaH vote in any polling precinct unless his name appears 
on the official list of voters for the precinct. If the name of any registered 
elector does not appear or incorrectly appears on the official list of voters 
of his precinct he may vote if he presents to the managers of election 
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of the precinct, in addition to his valid South Carolina driver's license 
or other form of identification required by Section 7·13·710 if he is not 
licensed to drive, a certificate of a member of the registration board of 
his county that his name is registered and on file in the office of the 
registration board of his county or a certificate of the executive director 
that his name is enrolled in the records of his county on file in the office 
of the executive director. Any elector may also vote upon presenting the 
written notification of registration issued by the board if the elector has 
signed the notification. 

At least one member of the county registration board must be present 
in the registration board's office at all hours during which the polls are 
open on every election day for the purpose of carrying out the provi· 
sions of this section. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23·100; 1952 Code § 23·100; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55) 657; 
1968 (55) 2316; 1984 Act. No. 510. 

ATIORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Failure of registration offH"ials to 
make prop(,f record will not deny elec
tor right to vote.-Thr- mere failure of 
registration officials 10 record the 
name, address, and age of an otherwise 
properly registered elector in the regis
tration book will not operate to deny 
to such elector his right to cast his 
ballot. 1963-64 0p'. AII\ Gen .. No 
1679. p 127. 

Ele-clor whose name is omitted from 
books at polling place mml obtain 
cenificate.-In the event a name is 
omitted from the books at the polling 
place. the defect may be remedied un
der the provisions of this section 
ICode 1962 § 2S·100l by obtaining the 

n·rti'hcate required therein, but th(" 
elector shoulci not be permitted to vote 
unless h~ dot's ohtain such certificate. 
1963-64 Ops. AH·y Gen .. No 1679. p 
127. 

But on~ whose name has been inad· 
vertenrly lefl off all hooks ~hould be 
allowed to vote.-If the name of the 
elector has been inadvertently ldt off 
all registration books. that is. the 
county book. the county book filed 
with the Secr~tary of State. and the 
books at the polling places, the ~If"ctor 
is not al fault for these omiuions and 
has no statutory remedy. He should. 
ther~fore. be permitted to vol~. 1963-
64 Op •. AH·y Gen .. No 1679. p 127. 

§ 7-5-460. Custody of books and return after election. 
The commissioners of ekction or th" county committee, as the 

case may be, shall turn over such books to the managers of 
election of each polling precinct or club, who shall be responsible 
for the care and custody of surh books and the return thereof 
within three days after such elenion. The commissioners of elec· 
tion or the county committee, as the case may be, shall return 
such books to the board of registration prior to the day on which 
the books of registration are next required by law to be opened by 
the board of registration and in no event later than twenty days 
after such election. 
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HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-102; 1952 Code § 23-102; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-5-470. Division of registration books into sections. 
The board of registrdtion may divide the registration books into 

as many separate sections as shall be directed by the county 
committee of any political party, the cosl of such additional 
separate section or sections to b(' borne by such county commit
tee. The books constituting a separate section or sections shall 
first be approved by the State E:lection Commission. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-103; 1952 Code § 23-103; 1950 (46) 2059, 2442; 

1971 (57) 85. 

ARTICLF. 7 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 

SEC. 
7-5-610. Who is clllillt!u to \'olt' in l1lullicip ... 1 el('clions. 
7-5-620. I'rodu(tion of tourny ct'rlifir,it(' of registration and proof of residence is 

rt'quirrd. 
7-5-630. Munidpal n'!(istl':llioll or enrolluwlIl ~hall 1101 be required. 
7-~-670. llse and I'Il.'oI(l(iy orn'l('i.'IIOIIIIIIl bo()b 

§ 7·5·610_ Who is enlitled to vote in municipal eleclions_ 
Requirements for voting in municipal elections. 
Section 7-5-610. Every citizen of this State and of the United States: 
(I) Of the age of eighteen years and upwards; 
(2) Having all the qualifications mentioned in Section 7-5-120; 
(3) Who has resided within the corporate limits of any incorporated 

municipality in this State for thirty days previous to any municipal 
election; 

(4) Who has been registered for county, state, and national elections 
as herein required: 
Is entitled to vote at all municipal elections of his municipality. 

HISTORY; 1962 Code § 23-111; 1952 Code § 23-111; 1950 (46) 2059; 1951 (47) 78; 
1984 Act No. 290 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

A person who does not live within the 
municipality but who owns a business 
within the municipality would not be con
sidered a resident for the purpose of voting 
in a municipal election. Op. Atty. Gen. to 
Hon. Martin Sauls, Jan. 31, 1977. 

Persons on the fringe areas of the Loris 
City limits who pay city taxes and receive 
city services but who do not live within the 
city limits cannot vote in the municipal elec
tion. Op. Auy. Gen. to Mr. Carroll D. 
Padgeu, Jr., Nov. 17, 1977. 
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~7-5-620 Production of prnpt.'r idrntifit.'alion and I)roof or n'sidrnn' is rr(llIirt.'d. 
rhe production (lr;t valid South Carolina driVL'r'.,> licclI~e or lliher form of 

'"il'llIification required by Seclion 7-13-710, if he is not licensed to drive, and 
PIIII'I of till..' residence or Ihe elector within the limits of the municipality for 
III ill\' day~ preceding any ckcI iOIl nmslitutcs conditions prerequisite to the right 
(,I' ,111\ l'kclor In votl'. 

[I""IOK\': I'J62 Lodl' ~ 23-111; Ji}51 Cmh- ~ 2,\-112; 1'}51 (""7) 7M; 
1984 Ad No. 290; 1984 Act. No. 510. 

§ 7-5-630. Municipal registration or enrollment shall not be 
required. 

There shall be no registration or enrollment required for voting 
in municipal elections except the registration required for voting 
in county. State and national elections. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23·113; 1952 Code § 23-113; 1951 (47) 78. 229. 

§ 7-5-660. Preparation of registration books. 
Such supervisors of registration shall. along with the county 

board of registration in each county. prepare duplicate sets of 
books Gf registration for each ward or each precinct. showing Iht 
duly registered electors. according to the county registratim 
books. living in each particular ward or precinct in the city or 
town. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-116; 1952 Code § 23-116; 1951 (47) 78, 219; 1984 Act. No. 290 

§ 7-5-670. Use and custody of registration books. 
The books of registration shall be prepared and turned over to 

the managers of each voting place within the ward or precinct for 
use in conducting all municipal elections. but immediately follow
ing any municipal election such books shall be turned over to the 
county board of registration and shall be safely kept in the office 
of \he clerk of court at the courthouse. 
HISTORY: 1961 Code § IS-I 17; 1951 Code § 13·117; 1951 (47) 78. 1!9. 
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§ 7·7·10. Voting precincts established. 

For the purposc of holding any gencral. priman or spet ial election 
in this State the "oting precincts and "oting places in the s('\..,.al 
counties of the State shall be designatcd. fixed alld established I" 
the Gelll'ral A"t·mbl\,. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code S 23·153; 1952 Code § 23·153; 1950 (46) 2414; 1976 (59) 

1501. 

Relearch and Practice References--
26 Am Jur 2d. Eleclions § 228. 
29 CjS. Eleclion. §§ 53. 54. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Under §7·7·10 and §5·15·50, South 
Carolina Code of Laws. 1976. the General 
Assembly is the only authority which 
should draw ward lines for voting pur
poses; municipalities can draw ward lines 
pursuant to §5-15-50, South Carolina Code 
of Laws 1976, for other than election pur
poses; if the General Assembly fails to 
designate a voting place another authority 
may designate the voting place; munici
palities can not be able to pool all the 
precincts in municipality for municipal elec
tion. 1978 Op Att'y Gen. No 78 70, P 99. 

Any changes made in the description of 

the precinct lines in Orangeburg County 
would have to be accomplished through 
legislative action of the General Assembly. 
Op. Atty. Gen. to Hon. Earl M. Mid
dleton. July 13, 1983. 

County election commissions can and 
should only designate polling places when 
the legislature is not in session and either 
has failed to designate a polling place or 
some exigent circumstances require a new 
polling place to be designated immediate
ly. Op. Ally. Gen. 10 Mr. Joseph S. 
Mendelson. Oct. 14, 1982. 

For §7· 7·30 Ihru 7·7·530 see Code and recently passed legislation for counly precincts 
and polling places. 

ARTICLE !I 

ALTERATION OF PRECINCTS 

S.C. 
7-7-710. State Election Commission shall report cerLain pr~incts to General 

Assembly for alteration; alteration by county registration boards 
where General Assembly fails to act. 

7-7-720. Certificates shall be mailed to penons whose regi~nration is transferred; 
removal from registration books of persons whose certificates are 
returned undelivered; notice to e1ecton; restoration of name. 

7-7-750. Cenain precincts having more than 1.500 electors deemed to be in 
compliance with article. 
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§ 7-7-710. State Election Commission shall report certain 
precincts to General Assembly for alteration; alteration by 
county registration boards where General Assembly fails to 
act. 

The State Election Commission shall report the names of all 
polling precincts by county that have more than one thousand five 
hundred registered electors as of January first to the General 
Assembly not later than the fourth Tuesday of each odd-numbered 
year. If, by April first of the same year, the General Assembly has 
failed to alter the precincts so that no precinct shall have more 
than one thousand five hundred qualified electors the State Elec
tion Commission shall notify the respective county registration 
boards which shall make such alterations as necessary to conform 
all precincts to such limitations. PrOl·ided, that precincts isolated 
by water shall not be required to meet minimum requirements. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code t 25-221; 1971 (57) 598. 

Research and Practice Referencea--
29 CjS, EI«lions § 54. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL·S OPINIONS 

The new home rule legislation 
prevems the General Assembly frolll 
establishing or realigning: precitlrt lilies 

Footnote 1 . 

(R68, SI60)No. 196 

"'ithin a County as it formerly did. 
1!li4-7:1 Op AII\ (;ell, r\o 4t1:)H, p l?,tl. 

A Joint Resolution To Provide That The Board Of Voter Registration In 
Each County Shall Suspend Any Action To Change The Boundaries Of Voting 
Precincts In Which There Are More Than Fifleen Hundred Registered Voters 
Pending Further Action By The General Assembly To Reapportion Voting 
Districts In Accordance With The 1980 United States Census; And To Provide 
That In Such Precincts Voter Lists Shall Be Divided Alphabetically In Accor· 
dance With Sec(;on 7·7·730 Of The 1976 Code And Additional Voting Places 
Shall Be Provfded Within The Same Precinct At The Same Or Several Locations. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina: 

County boards of registration authorized to alter boundaries of voting precincts 

SECTION 1. A. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 7·7·710 of the 1976 
Code and until the General Assembly completes necessary reapportionment 
of election districts in the State. the provisions of that section which authorizes 
county boards of registration to alter the boundaries of voting precincts which 
contain more than fifteen hundred registered voters if the General Assembly 
fails to alter suet. :)Oundaries by April first of each year are suspended. 

B. In lieu of z.rt-!ration of precinct boundaries of precincts with more than 
fifteen hundreed vOl"" the respeclive county boards of registration shall ar· 
range the precinct voting list in alphabetical order and divide it in two or more 
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parts so that no part shall exceed fifteen hundred names as provided in Section 
7-7-730ofthe 1976 Code. Separate managers and voting fadlites shall be pro
vided for each part of the separated list either at the same voting place or at 
other locations within the existing precinct boundaries. 

Tlmr rfferlive 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon approval by the Governor. 

Approved the 27th day of April. 1981. 

§7-7-720 Notification shall be mailed to persons whose 
registration is transferred; removal from registration 
books of persons whose notifications are returned 
undelivered; notice to electors; restoration of name. 

Any person whose registration is transferred to another precinct by 
virture of the provisions of this article must be delivered by mail notifica
tion from the county registration board reflecting the new precinct. 

Any person whose notification is returned to the board of registra
tion because he is no longer at the address shown on the board's records 
must have his name removed from the registration books. The county 
registration office must notify the State Election Commission of the 
removal. Further notice to the elector is not required. If the elector's 
name has been deleted solely by reason of the return of the notification, 
his name must be restored as a matter of course to the registration books 
immediately upon his request if he is otherwise qualified to vote in that 
precinct. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-222; 1971 (57) 398; 1984 Act no. 510. 

§ 7-7-730. Certain precincts having more than 1,500 elec
tors deemed to be in compliance with article. 

When a precinct has more than one thousand five hundred 
registered electors and an additional polling place is provided 
within the precinct and no polling place in such precinct is 
assigned more than one thousand five hundred electors the provi
sicms of § 7-7-710 shall be deemed to be complied with. Also, the 
provisions of such section shall be deemed to be complied with if 
t he precinct list is alphabetically divided so that no list contains 
more than one thousand five hundred electors and separate man
agf'rs and facilities are provided within the polling place for each 
list of electors. Local registration boards dividing precincts alpha
hetirallv shall notify the Election Commission of such division so 
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Ihal '''para I" alphabelically arranged poll lists may be printed by 
Ihe Slale Elcnioll Commission. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 2~·223; 1971 (57) 398. 

ARTICl.E 5 

WIIERE ELF.CTORS TO VOTE 

SEC. 

7-7-910. Places where eieClors !ihall be registered and vote. 
7-7-920. Place'!i where elf'({on shall vote in municipal elections. 
7-7-940. Procedure upon removal of elector from one precinct to another. 
7-7-950. Procedure where new precinct is e.!labIi5hed. 
7-7-960. Procedure- upon change of ward or precinct boundarie.; 'effect of 

annexalion of part of county to municipality divided into ward •. 
7-7-970. Change of location of ",oling place or name of precinct. 
7-7-980. ReR"i~uration of officen and their 'pOU!lel temporarily reliding at capital 

or founl.,.. seen 
'·'·990 Barrier-free polling places for physically handicapped electors; criteria and 

procedures for use. 

§ 7-7-910. Places where electors shall be registered and 
vote. 

Subject 10 the provisions of § 7-7-920. every registered elector 
shall be registered and. unless otherwise specified on his voting 
certificate. shall vote at tbe nearest voting place witbin the precinct 
of bis residence. but in incorporated towns in which officers are 
elected by wards or other municipal subdivisions electors shall be 
registered and sball vote at the voting places nearest to tbeir 
residences witbin tbe ward or other subdivision. of their resi
dences. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § U-21l; 1952 Code § U-21l; 1950 (46) 2059; 1967 (55) 

657. 

Related Local Laws-
For local laws pertaining to residents of areas without voting places annexed to 

Andenon. see Local Law Index. 
For local laws pertaining to voten residing in Cheraw voting precincts Nos. I, 

2 and 5 in Chesterfield County, see Local Law Index. 

ReleArch and Practice References-
26 AmJur 2d. Elections §§ 228. 229. 
29 CjS. Election. § 199. 

Cross reference-
As to constitutional provision that every qualified elector is to vote only in the precinct 

of his or her residence, see SC Const.. Art. 1. § 4. 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Under §7-7-IO and §S-IS-SO. South poses; if the General Assembly fails to 
Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, the General designate a voting place another authority 
Assembly is the only authority which may designate the voting place; 
should draw ward lines for voting pur- municipalities can not be able to pool all 
poses; municipalities can draw ward lines the precincts in municipality for municipal 
pursuant to §S-IS-SO, South Carolina Code election. 1978 Op. Att'y Gen. No. 78-70 p 
of Laws, 1976, for other than election pur- 99. 

Precinct voting places must be open on be voting in those precincts. Op. Atty. Gen. 
election day even if only a few persons will to Nolen L. Brunson, Jan. 29, 1980. 

§ 7-7-920. Places where electors shall vote in municipal 
elections. 

In all municipal elections when the aldermen or councilmen are 
elected by wards, the electors shall vote at the voting place within 
their ward nearest their residences, and in all municipal elections 
when the aldermen, councilmen or other officials are elected by a 
vote at large within the municipality, the electors shall vote at the 
voting place in the precinct within which they reside which is 
nearest their residences. 

In all municipal elections when the ward lines and the precinct 
lines coincide within the city limits of the municipality, electors 
shall vote at the nearest voting place within the ward or precinct. 

I n any city or town having not more than one polling precinct, 
established by ordinance, for municipal elections, all duly qualified 
electors shall be' permitted to vote in municipal elections at such 
voting place if such electors are authorized to vote at any voting 
precinct within such city or town. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § U-U 1.1. 1952 Code § 23-118. 1951 (47) 78, 229. 
CrOll referencea.-

As to voting in city of Andenon, see 17-7-80. 

Re.earch and Practice Reference ...... 
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections U 228, 229. 
29 CjS, Election. t 199. 
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A ITORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Under §7-7-10 and §5-15-50 South 
Carolina Code of Laws, 1976, the General 
Assembly is the only authority which 
should draw ward lines for voting pur
poses; municipalities can draw ward lines 
pursuant to §5-15-50, South Carolina Code 
of Laws, 1976, for other than election pur
poses; if the General Assembly fails to . 
designate a voting place another authority 
may designate the voting place; 
municipalities can not be able to pool all 
the precincts in municipality for municipal 
election. 1978 Op Att'y Gen., No 78-70, p. 
99. 

Constitutionality of last paragraph. -
The last paragraph of this section would 
allow municipalities to combine their 
precincts into one precinct; and therefore, 
all persons to vote in a voting place not 

necessarily within their own precinct. This 
conflicts with the requirement of S.C. 
Const .• Art I I. § 4 that every person vote 
... "in the precinct of his residence and not 
elsewhere ... " 1978 Ops. Att'y Gen. No. 
78-70, p. 99. 

A person who does not live within the 
municipality but owns a business within the 
municipality would not be considered a 
resident for the purpose of voting in a 
municipal election. Op. Atty. Gen. to Hon. 
Martin Sauls, Jan. 31, 1977. 

Persons on the fringe areas of the Loris 
City limits who pay city taxes and receive 
city services but who do not live within the 
city limit cannot vote in the municipal elec
tion. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Carroll D. 
Padgett, Jr., Nov. 17, 1977. 

§ 7-7-940_ Procedure upon removal of elector from 
one precinct to another. 
In case of the moving of a registered elector from one precinct to 

another in the same county the elector must notify the board of registra
tion of the county. The board must note the fact upon the proper book 
and giv~ the d~ctor a nOlification of the precinct into which he is moved. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-215; 1952 Code § 23-215; 1950 (46) 2059; 1984 Act No. 510. 

Cross reference-
As to procedure for computing of time when the last day of the period is a Saturday. 

Sunday or legal holiday see §15-1-20. 

§ 7-7-950_ Procedure where new precinct is established. 
When a new voting precinct is established by law, the board of registra

tion must transfer from the books of registration the names of electors 
registered to \~)te in other voting precim:ts as should register and vote 
in the new voti~ precinct and shall notify electors ef the change of polling 
precincts. 

HISTORY: 1961(,OOe §13-116; 1951 Cod. §13-116; 1950 (46) 1059; 1984 Act. No. 510. 

§ 7-7-960_ Procedure upon change of ward or precinct boundaries; 
effect of annexation of part of county to municipality divided in
to wards_ 46 



"(a) Any elector whose precinct or ward is changed bY'a change 
of ward or precinct boundaries must have notification mailed to 
him by the county registration voard reflecting his new precinct or 
ward. 

(b) Any area in the county annexed to municipality which is divid
ed into wards shall be made part of a ward to which it is contiguous 
by the county board of registration. In the event the annexed area 
in a municipality divided into wards contains at least five hundred 
qualified electors the area annexed shall be made a separate ward 
which must be given a numerical designation. As soon as practicable 
following annexation, the board must mail all registered electors 
of record residing in the annexed area notification designating the 
number of the ward, if appropriate, and precinct to which they have 
been assigned. 

(c) The envelope in which notifications mailed out in conjunc
tion with the provisions of subsections (a) and (b) must have printed 
on the front 'DO NOT FORWARD'. All electors whose precinct 
or ward is changed by boundary changes must be added to the 
records of the precinct or ward to which they are assigned and 
deleted from those of the precinct or ward to which they were 
formerly assigned." 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-193.2; 1975 (59) 635. 1984 Acl No. 510 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Costs of implementing new precinct 
boundaries. - The County of Aiken is 
responsible for paying lf~e costs and 
expenses incurred, or to be incurred. by 
the Board of Registratioll of Aikell 
Cowuy in implementing the new vlllin),{ 
precinct boundaries which were 
established by Section I of Act ~(). ti:n 
of the 197H Acts and Joint Resoillliolls. 
page IH:l2(see§ 7·7·40).Op.AIt\·(;ell. 
to Hun. William E. Knotts. Jr., !\.larch 
27. lY7Y. 

Effect of annexation upon Greenville 
County precincts. - By using the city 
limits of Fountain Inn as the boundary 
of Greenville County Precinct 7X ralht'r 
than actually describing the geographic 
boundaries. the General As~elllbly must 

have intended to allow this precinct to 
change with the limits or the city. Thus. 
the annexation of an area consisting ofa 
portion of Precinct 79 would result in 
t he area becoming pan of Precinct 78 by 
n'asol1 or the definitio,n in § 7-7-280. 
and the ele({ors in the area should be 
mailed new registration certificates 
pursuant to this section. Op. AU'y Gen. 
to Ms, Nelle C. Pm\'er. Sept. 21. 1979. 

Whell all annexatioll and resulting 
change in the pre{:inl'l boundary 
geographically separated a portion of a 
precinct froIll the remainder thereof, 
the separated portion remained with the 
precinct even though they were not 
contiguous. Op. Alt'y Gen. to Ms. Nelle 
e. Power. Sepl. 21. 19i9. 
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§ 7-7-970. Change of location of voting place or name of 
precinct. 

When one voting place has been changed to another in the 
same township or polling precinct. or when the name of the voting 
place has been changed since the last general election. the regis
tration of electors for the former voting place shall be valid and 
effenual for the new voting place. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § n-217; 1952 Code § 2~-217; 1950 (46) 2059. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Thi, "Clion ICod< 1962 § 2~-217l 
has rde-rt'nce to established voting 
pl.co" 196~~ Op', AII'y G<n,. No 
17~8.p2~4, 

There is no authority for the- nea· 

lion of an additional polling place 
within a precinel except by statutory 
aUlhoril.3lion 196~-64 Ops. AH'y Gen., 
No 17~R. P 2~4, 

§ 7-7-980. Registration of officers and their spouses tempo-
rarily residing at capital or county seat. ' 

Federal. State and county officers and their spouses temporarily 
residing at or near the capital Or counly seat may register and vote 
in their former home precincts if they so desire, 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-218; 1952 Cod. § 2~-218; 1950 (46) 2059; 1968 (55) 

2693. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

A Federal or State employee may 
"('lain his pla((~ of residenct' in one 
county although he lives and works in 
another coumy: the prim(- lcost beinR 

whetllt~r he intends to make the fonner 
place his permanent home. 1965-64 
Op', AII'y G<n,. No 1760. P 272. 

§7-7-990. Barrier-free polling places for physically handicapped 
electors; criteria and procedures for use. 

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the county election 
commission in each county of the State is encouraged to make every poll
ing place barrier free and shall provide at least one polling place, free 
of architectural barriers, which shall be known as the Countywide Barrier
Free Voting Precinct, for use by physically handicapped electors of the 
county. Such polling place may be within any existing polling place that 
now is barrier-free or that is made barrier-free. Any physically handicap
ped elector, regardless of his place of residence in the county, may vote 
in this polling place if he meets the following criteria: 

(I) Elector either cannot ambulate without the aid of a wheelchair, 
leg braces, crutches or a walker, or elector suffers from a lung disease 
to such an extent that he is unable to walk without the aid of a respirator. 

(2) Elector has applied in writing to and obtained from the county 
board of registration thirty days prior to the election a voting registra
tion transfer authorizing the elector to vote at the county barrier-free 
polling place. 48 



B. For every election the State Election Commission shall furnish to 
the proper county or party officials a separate roster of those handicap
ped electors registered to vote at the barrier-free polling place, and the 
county election officials shall ensure that election managers are designated 
to staff the barrier-free polling place. Such roster shall also contain ap
propriate precinct and district references for each voter when practical 
and reasonable. 

C. The county election commission shall be authorized to use paper 
ballots in lieu of voting machines in the Countywide Barrier-Free Voting 
Precinct in those counties where voting machines are used. 

D. When the Countywide Barrier-Free Voting Precinct in the respec
tive counties closes, the votes of the Countywide Barrier-Free Voting 
Precinct shall be tabulated and reported as a separate precinct when other 
ballots of the county are counted on election day. 

E. The provisions of this section shall only apply to elections conducted 
by the county election commission or county executive committee of a 
political party and are in lieu of voting by absentee ballot. 

HISTORY: 1982 (62) 2185. 

S.c. 

CHAPTER 9 

Party Organization 

7-9-10. Cenificalion of polilical parlie •. 
7-9-20. Qualifications for party membership and YOling in primary election. 
7-9-50. Party clubs; title. organization. officers. and commiuees. 
7-9-40. Party club membership and activities; membership liSlS; one voting 

place per club; abse-nle-e voting. 
7-9-50. Meeling. of club •. 
7-9-60. County committees. 
7-9-70. County conventions; no lice, lime and delegates. 
7-9-80. County conventions; organization and conducl of business. 
7-9-90. Slale comminee. 
7-9-100. Slale convention. 
7 -9-110. County party election commission 

§ 7-9-10. Certification of political parties. 
Political parties desiring to nominate candidates for offices to be 

voted on in a general or special election shall, before doing so, have 
applied to the State Election Commission (Commission) for certifica
tion as such. Parties shall nominate candidates of that party on a 
regular basis, as provided in this title, in order to remain certified. Any 
certified political party that fails to organize on the precinct level as 
provided by Section 7-9-50, hold county conventions as provided by 
Sections 7-9-70 and 7-9-80, and hold a state convention as provided by 
Section 7-9-100; that fails to nominate candidates for national, state, 
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multi-county district, countywide, or less than countywide office by 
convention or party primary as provided by Sections 7-11-20, 7-11-30, 
and 7-13-40; and that fails to certify the candidates as provided by 
Section 7-13-350 in at least one of two consecutive general elections 
held on the first Tuesday following the first Monday in November of 
an even-numbered year, or that fails to nominate and certifY candi
dates in any other election which might be held within the period of 
time intervening between the two general elections, must be decer
tified by the State Election Commission. The party must be notified in 
writing of its decertification at the last address of record. If the notifica
tion of decertification is returned as undeliverable, it must be placed 
on file in the office of the State Election Commission and with the 
Secretary of State. 

Any decertified party or any noncertified party, organization, or 
association may obtain certification as a political party at any time by 
filing with the Commission a petition for the certification signed by ten 
thousand or more registered electors residing in this State, giving the 
name of the party, which must be substantially different from the 
name of any other party previously certified. 

No petition for certification may be submitted to the Commission 
later than six months prior to any election in which the political party 
seeking certification wishes to nominate candidates for public office. 

At the time a petition is submitted to the Commission for certifica
tion, the Commission shall issue a receipt to the person submitting the 
petition which reflects the date the petition was submitted and the total 
number of signatures contained therein. Once the petition is received 
by the Commission, the person submitting the petition shall not 
submit or add additional signatures. 

If the Commission determines, after checking the validity of the 
signatures in the petition, that it does not contain the required sig
natures of registered electors, the person submitting the petition must 
be notified and shall not submit any new petition seeking certification 
as a political party under the same name for one year from the date the 
petition was rejected. 

Once a petition for certification has been submitted and rejected by 
the Commission, the same signatures may not be submitted in any 
subsequent petition to certify a new political party. 

Once submitted for verification, a petition for certification may not 
be returned to the political party, organization, or association seeking 
certification, but shall become a part of the permanent records of the 
Commission. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-251; 1952 Code § 23-251; 1950 (46) 2059; 1974 (58) 2866; 1984 Act 

No. 263; 1986 Act No. 346. 

Research and Practice References-
2S Am Jur 2d. Elections § 117. 
29 CJS. Elections § 84. 

50 



Cross references-
As to ballot standards and specifications with respect to presidential electors, see § 

7-13-320. 
As to the filing the names of candidates for electors of President and Vice President 

with the Secretary of State, see § 7-19-70. 

CASE NOTES 

The election laws of South Carolina 
were revised during the 1968 Session' 
of the legislature to become effective 
January I, 1969. United Citizen. Party 
v South Carolina State Election 
Comm'n, 519 F Supp 784 (OSC 1970). 

This revision created a new agency, 
the State Election Commission. United 
Citizens Party v South Carolina State 

Election Comm'n, 519 F Supp 784 
(OSC 1970). . 

And transferred to it most of the 
duties formerly imposed on the Secre. 
tary of State with regard [0 elections. 
United Citizens Party \' South Carolina 
State Election Comm'n, 519 F Supp 
78~ (OSC 1970). 

§ 7-9-20. Qualifications for party membership and voting in 
primary election. 

The qualifications for membership in a certified party and for voting 
at a party primary election include the following: The applicant for 
membership, or voter, must be at least eighteen years of age or become 
so before the succeeding general election, must be a registered elector 
and a citizen of the United States and of this State. No person may belong 
to any party club or vote in any primary unless he is a registered elector. 
The state convention of any political party, organization, or association 
in this State may add by party rules to the qualifications for member
ship in the party, organization, or association and for voting at the 
primary elections if such qualifications do not connict with the provi
sions of this section or with the Constitution and laws of this State or 
of the United States_ 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-253; 1952 Code § 23-253; 1950 (46) 2059; 1970 (56) 1899; 
1974 (58) 2866; 1984 Act No. 510. 

Research and Practice References-
25 Am lur 2d, Elections §§ t t8,1 t9,t58 et seq. 

§ 7-9-30. Party clubs; title, organization, officers, and com
mittees. 

One party club may be organized in each general election voting 
precinct provided for by law and each of such clubs shall have a 
distinct title: "The Club of the Party." Each 
such club shall elect a president and one or more vice-presidents, 
a secretary and treasurer, a precinct or club secretary and a district 
executive commiueeman and may have such working commiuees 
as to it may seem expedient. 
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In the absence of the precinct or club district executive commit
teeman or in case of his inability to act, unless it is otherwise 
provided in the party rules, the club district executive committee
man shall designate another member of the club to perform his 
duties or the members of the club shall elect a club district 
executive committeeman to take his place. 

The officers of the party club shall be reported to the clerk of 
court of the county prior to the county convention; any club whicl: 
does not reorganize before the county convention but reorganizes 
thereafter as provided in § 7-9-50 shall report the names of its 
officers to the clerk of court within seven days. The reports shall 
be pu\>lic record. 
HISTORY, 1961 Code f 15-lSof' 1951 Code f 15-154; 1950 (46) 1059; 1964 (55) 

1831. 

§ 7-9-40. Party club membership and activities; membership 
lists; one voting place per club; absentee voting. 

Members of a political party must belong to the club in the voting 
precinct set forth in their respective registration records. The poll list 
of the primary of the preceding primary election is the prima facie list 
of the members of each club for the purpose of club organization and 
the election of delegates to the county convention. There may not be 
more than one voting place for each club. Federal, state, and county 
officiers temporarily residing at or near the capital or county seat may 
retain their membership and voting rights in their former home clubs. 
No person may take part in any club meeting, vote in any primary, or 
be elected a delegate to any county convention except in the club of the 
voting precinct set forth in his or her registration record. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-255; 1952 Code § 23-255; 1950 (46) 2059; 1984 Act No. 510. 

§ 7-9-50_ Meetings of clubs. 
The president and five members may call all special meetings ofthe 

club, except for reorganization, provided for in the succeeding para
graph. At least forty-eight hours' public notice of all special meetings 
must be given in a newspaper of general circulation in the area where 
the club is situated. 

The clubs shall meet for reorganization at the usual place of meeting, 
at the time and on the day as determined by the county committee no 
later than two weeks prior to the county convention. A notice must be 
published by the county committee once a week for two consecutive 
weeks, not more than three weeks nor less than two weeks, before the 
meeting date in a newspaper having general circulation in the county. 
If any existing club fails to reorganize on the day fixed, the county 
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chairman may fix a day for the club to meet for reorganization by 
giving two weeks' notice. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-256; 1952 Code § 23-256; 1950 (46) 2059; 1954 (48) 1447; 1974 (58) 

2866; 1986 Act No. 327. 

Related Local Law ..... 
For a local law pertaining to the time Cor reorganization meetinll in York 

County, .« Local Law Index. 

ATIORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Reorganization of dubs.-State law during general election yeara. 1966-67 
does not contemplate complete reaT- Ops. Att'y Gen .• No 2247. p M. 
ganization of precinct clubs exn~pl 

§ 7-9-60, County committees. 

The clubs in each county shall be held together and operate 
under the control of a county committee. which shall consist of 
one member from each club to be elected by the club and shall 
also include the State Executive Committeeman from such county. 
The committee. when elected. shall appoint its own officers (ex
cept the chairman. who shall be elected by the county convention), 
who shall not necessarily be members of the committee. A vacancy 
in the membership of the committee shall be filled by the club 
through the loss of whose member by death, resignation or 
otherwise the vacancy occurs. except that if the office of the 
county chairman shall become vacant by death, resignation or 
otherwise. the committee may fill the vacancy by electing a chair
man to serve Until the organization of the next regular county 
convention. An officer of the county committee who is not a 
member of the committee shall not be entitled to vote on any 
question. except the chairman and then only in case of a tie vote. 
The tenure of office of the committee shall be until the day of the 

. county convention in each general election year. 

HISTORY: '1962 Code § 2!-U8; 1952 Code § !S·U8; 1950 (46) 2059, 2441; 
1954 (48) 1447; 1974 (58) 2866. 

Re.earch and Practice References.-
25 AmJur 2d, Election. §§ 12~-125. 
29 CjS. Elections §§ 85-87. 

§ 7-9-70. County conventions; notice, time and delegates. 
County conventions must be held during a twelve·month period 

ending March thirty·first of every general election year during a month 
determined by the state committee as provided in Section 7·9-100. The 
county committee shall set the date, time, and location during the 
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month designated by the state committee for the county convention to 
be held; however, the date set by the county committee for the county 
convention must be at least two weeks prior to the state convention. 
When a month in a nongeneral election year is chosen for the county 
convention, it must be held for the purpose of reorganization only. The 
date, time, and location that the county convention must be recon
vened during the general election year to nominate candidates for 
public office to be filled in the general election must be set by county 
committee. Notices, both for the convention to be held for reorganiza
tion and for the reconvened convention to nominate candidates, must 
be published by the county committee, once a week for two consecutive 
weeks, not more than three nor less than two weeks, before the day in a 
newspaper having general circulation in the county. The convention 
must be composed of delegates elected from the clubs in the county, one 
delegate for every twenty-five members and major fraction thereof, 
based upon the number of votes polled in the first primary of the 
preceding general election year or based upon the number of votes for 
presidential electors at the last preceding general election therefor from 
the precinct as determined by the state committee. The same basis must 
be used in all precincts; or if the last preceding nominations were by 
convention, the representation must be based upon the number of 
votes for presidential electors at the last preceding general election 
therefor from the precinct. The list of delegates certified to by the 
president and secretary of each club shall constitute the temporary roll 
of the county convention. Where new precincts have been created or 
where the areas of precincts have been redefined, the party executive 
committee of the affected counties shall apportion delegates from the 
clubs representing the precincts. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-259; 1952 Code § 23-259; 1950 (46) 2059; 19S4 (48) 1447; 1964(53) 

1831;1968(58)2349;1974(58)2866;1976(59)1465;1977(60)261;1979(61)363; 1986 Act 
No. 327. 

A TIORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Election of delegates to the county con- the county convention will be determined 
vention where last preceding method of by each county executive committee. Op. 
nomination was by primary election. Atty. Gen. to Hon. C. Alexander Harvin, 
1969-70 Ops. AU'y Gen .• No. 2844. p. 75. III. Feb. 16. 1982. 

This section provides that the date for 

§ 7-9-80. County conventions; organization and conduct oC 
business. 

Each county convention shall be called to order by the county 
chairman and shall proceed to elect a temporary president. a 
temporary secretary and a committee on credentials for the pur
pose of organizing. When organized. it shall elect a permanent 
president. a secretary and treasurer. It shall also elect the county 
chairman. the county vice-chairman and a member of the State 
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commitlee from the county and as many delegates to the St?te 
convention as triple the number of members from the county in 
the House of Representatives, plus one. But county conventions at 
their discretion may elect double the number of delegates in which 
case each delegate shall have one-half vote. The secretary of the 
convention shall keep a record of the proceedings in the minute 
book. 

All officers except delegates shall be reported to the clerk of 
court of the cOllnty and to the Secretary of State prior to the State 
convention. The reports shall be public record. 

HISTORV: 1962 Code § 23-260; 1952 Cod. § 23-260; 1950 (46) 2059; 1964 (5!) 
18! t; 1968 (55) 2349. 

Raearch ADd Practice Reference.-
29 CjS, Elections U 10 I, 102. 

§ 7-9-90. State committee_ 

The State committee shall be composed of one member from 
each county, to be elected by the county conventions, and the 
State chairman and State vice-chairman, to be elected by the State 
convention. Those persons named as members of the national 
executive committee of a national party shall be ex officio mem
bers of the State committee. If the office of State chairman or 
State vice-chairman shall become vacant by death, resignation or 
otherwise, the State committee may fill the vacancy by electing a 
chairman or vice-chairman to serve until the organization of the 
next regular State convention. The State committee shall choose 
its other officers, not necessarily members thereof. The State 
thairman shall vote only in C'ise of a tie. The State committee shall 
meet at the call of the State chairman or any five members and at 
such time and place as he may appoint. Vacancies on the State 
committee other than in the offices of State chairman and State 
vice-chairman, however occurring, shall be filled by the respective 
county committees. The members of the State committee shall 
continue in office for two years from the time of their election, 
and until their successors have been elected. The State committee 
shall nominate presidential electors and any vacancy in the State 
ticket of electors or in the national committee of a party, however 
occurring, shall be filled by the State committee; all by a majority 
of the whole committee. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code I U-261; 1952 Code § 23-261; 1950 (46) 2059; 1960 (51) 
1612. 

Raearch ADd Practice R.ferencea-
25 AmJur 2d, Elections 1112~125. 
29 CjS, Elections 118.!H17. 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

This section does not prohibit vice
chairpersons from voting. Op. Atty. Gen. 
to Hon. John C. Land, April 12, 1976. 

§ 7-9-100. State convention. 
The state convention shall meet at Columbia during a twelve-month 

period ending April fifteenth of every general election year on a day and 
at a time fixed by the state committee and announced publicly at least 
ten days before the meeting. Should the state committee fix the date for 
the state convention in a nongeneral election year, it must be held for 
the purpose of reorganization only. The convention to be held for the 
purpose of nominating candidates for public office to be filled in the 
general election must be held in the general election year. At the time 
that the state committee sets the date for the state convention it shall set 
what mor;th during the twelve month period ending March thirty-first 
of every general election year that the county convention must be held. 
If it sets a month in a nongeneral election year for the county conven
tions to be held for the purpose of reorganization, it must also set a 
month during the general election year for the county convention to be 
reconvened for the purpose of nominating candidates for public office 
to be filled in the general election. Sufficient advance notice of the 
month set for county conventions must be given to county executive 
committees so that the public notices required by law may be met. The 
convention must be composed of delegates elected by the county 
conventions, each county is entitled to one delegate for each six thou
sand residents of the county, according to the latest official United 
States Census, plus two additional members. Ifa county has fractional 
portion of population of at least three thousand residents above its last 
six thousand resident figure it is entitled to an additional delegate. 
When the state convention assembles, it must be called to order by the 
chairman of the state committee. A temporary president must be 
nominated and elected by the convention, and after its organization the 
convention shall proceed immediately to the election of permanent 
officers and to the transaction of business. When the business has 
concluded it shall adjourn sine die, or may recess. But the state chair
man may recall the state convention into special session at any time he 
determines appropriate. 

The officers ofthe state convention must be a president, vice presi
dent, two secretaries, and a treasurer. Each county delegation to a state 
convention may fill any vacancies therein. Any county failing or refus
ing to organize under the provisions ofthis title may not have represen
tation in the state convention. The state officers must be reported to the 
Secretary of State and to the State Election Commission within fifteen 
days of their election and the reports must be public record. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-262; 1952 Code § 23-262; 1950 (46) 2059; 1954 (48) 1447; 1964 (53) 

1831; 1974 (58) 2866; 1976 (59) 1448; 1977 (60) 262; 1986 Act No. 327. 
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era. .efueac:el 
AI to county conventiona doubling the number of delqalel. 1ft I 7-9-80. 

Re.earcb mel Pracdee Ref. ell 
25 AmJur 2d. Electiona 11164-167. 
29 CJS. E1ectiona It 97 et seq. 

CASENOTES 

Applied in State ex reI. Thornton v 
Wannamalr.er. 248 SC 421. 150 SE2d 
607 (1966). 

§ 7-9-110 County party election commission 
The county committee may by majority vote establish a county party 

election commission to consist of not less than five members nor more 
than nine members who shall be appointed by the county committee to 
conduct the primaries of the party in the county. Such commissioners 
when appointed shall hold office until ninety days prior to the next general 
or special primary election (runoffs following a primary shall not be con
sidered another general or special primary). 
The county party .election cqmmissionhas all the right~~nd p_o~~rs __ 

of the county committee to conduct the primary election in accordance 
with the provisions of this title and in accordance with the party rules 
not in conflict with any provision of law except that the county party 
election commission may not perform those duties and responsibilities 
regarding protests and contests as provided in Sections 7-17-520 through 
7-17-590. 

!HISTORY: 1984 Act No. 260. 

CHAPTER 11 

Designation and Nomination of Candidates 

ARTICLE I. M~thods of Nomination. 
ARTICLE~. Notic~ of Candidacy; Candidat~'s Pl~dg~ and Affidavits. 
ARTICLE 5. Ass~ssm~nt of Candidat~s. 

SEC. 

ARTICLE 1 

METHODS OF NOMINATION 

7-11-10. Methods of nominating candidates. . 
7-11-20. Conduct of party conventions or party primary el~ctlons g~nerally. 
7-11-~O. Convention nomination of candidates. 

57 



7-11-40. Names and addresses of candidates for House of Representatives shall 
be reported to State Election Commission. 

i·1 )·:,)0. Substitution when party Ilfllllilll'I' di(·:,. ht·("Olllt· .... dl:.qllalllit,tI 01" 1('."'1)411.\ 

candid;1I \ hn' kgirilllalt' 'lIollplllllicai le'I'IlII. 
7-11--60. Permissible number of nominees for State Senator from any county. 
7-11-70. Nomination by petilion. 
i -11- i I. 
7-11-80. 
7-11-85 
7-11-90. 

:\()min~lting pelili(III': Illlluhl'l CIt ,igl\;IIIII"(,.\ 1"('(11111"('(1. 

Form of nominating petition. 
Nomination by petition. 
Unopposed candidates. 

§ 7-11-10. Methods of nominating candidates_ 
Nominations for candidates for the offices to be voted on in a general 

or special election may be by political party primary, by political party 
'con'lention or by petition; provided, no person who was defeated as a 
candidate for nomination to an office in a party primary or party con
;vention shall have his name placed on the ballot for the ensuing general 
'or special election, except that this proviso shall not prevent a defeatec:l 
candidate from later becoming his party's nominee for that office in that 
election if the candidate first selected as the party's nominee dies, resigns, 
is disqualified, or otherwise ceases to become the party's nominee for 
such office before the election is held. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-263; 1952 Code § 23-263; 1950 (46) 2059; 1982 (62) 2470. 

Effect of Amendment.-
The 1982 amendment added the provision at the end of the section. 

ero .. reference.-
As to nominations. generally. see SC Const. Art 2. § 6. 
As to the right to be elected to fill public office. see SC Const. Art I. § 5. 
As to nomination and election to municipal office, see II 5-1~10 to 5-15-150. 
A. '0 campaign prac,ices, see §§ 8-1~IO '0 8-13-630. 

Reoearch and Practice Referenc_ 
25 AmJur 2d, II 144 et seq. 
29 CjS, Elections U 97-103, 106 et seq. 

ALR and L Ed Annotatioru-
Right to seek nominatlon. or to become candidate, for more than one office in 

the same election. 94 ALR2d 557. 
Fourteenth Amendment as affecting nomination or election to state office. 11 L 

Ed 2d 1057. 
Fourteenth Amendment as affecting nomination or election to state office

federal cases. 2S L Ed 2d 782. 

CASE NOTES 

Nomination contemplated under this 
Title il the relult of a primary, conven
tion. exKUtive committee action or 
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petition. and not of the. general elec
tion. Glasscock v Bradford, 218 SC 
458,63 SE2d 166 (1951). 



ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 
The General Assembly has enacted 

special legislation for various school boards 
allowing candidates for school boards to 
only file a notice of candidacy with a 
designated office or board in order to be 
placed upon the ballot. Op. Atty. Gen. to 
Randolph Murdaugh, Ill, June 23, 1982. 

§ 7-11-20. Conduct of party 
elections generally, 

Which of the two methods, primary or 
convention, a political party will use to 
nominate candidates for dective offices is 
a decision left to the party to make in ac
cordance with the applicable statutes and 
party rules. Op. Atty. Gen. to Hon. Nan
cy Stevenson, July 28, 1981. 

conventions or party primary 

Party conventions or party primary elections held by political 
parties certified as such by the State Election Commission under 
the provisions of this Title to nominate candidates for any of the 
offices to be filled in a general or special election shall be con
ducted in accordance with the provisions of this Title and in 
accordance with party rules not in conflict with the provisions of 
this Title or of the Constitution and laws of this State or of "the 
United States. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-252; 1952 Code § 23-252; 1950 (46) 2059; 1974 (58) 

2866. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 
A straw vote" Presidential primary" in 

March is not a legally recognizable election 
procedure and has no more force Of effect 
[han the response to a telephone inquiry by 
a poll taker as to the Presidential choice of 
individuals. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. T. Allen 
Legare, Jr., Jan. 15, 1980. 

Participation in the March "Presidential 
Primary" will not affect subsequent par
ticipation in any regularly scheduled 
primary conducted in accordance with 
South Carolina law. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. 
T. Allen Legare, Jr., Jan. 15, 1980. 

§ 7-11-30. Convention nomination of candidates. 
If a party nominates candidates by conventions, the state convention 

shall nominate the party's candidate for Governor, Lieutenant Gover
nor, and all other statewide officers and United States Senators, members 
of Congress, and circuit solicitors, and the countv conventions shall 
nominate the party's candidates for all county offices. No convention 
shall make nominations for candidates for offices unless the decision 
to use the convention method is reached bya three-fourths vote of the 
total membership of the convention, excep1 the office of state Senator 
and of member of the House of Representatives. The nomination of the 
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party's candidates for the office of state Senator and of member of the 
House of Representatives must be made in the manner determined by 
the state committee. If a party determines that nomination for the of
fice of state Senator and of member of the House of Representatives 
must be by convention, these nominations must be made by the state 
convention. No convention shall make nominations for one or more of
fices at the convention and order primaries for other offices to be filled 
during the same election year. Conventions for political parties not 
nominating candidates in primaries may be called by state and county 
committees and other dates than those given in this title for conventions 
after three weeks published notices of recalls. Any political party 
nominating candidates by party convention shall nominate the party can
didates and make the nominations public not later than the time for cer
tifying candidates to the authority charged by law with preparing ballots 
for the general or special election. 

HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-264: 1952 Cod. § 23-264: 1950 (46) 2059: 1964 (53) 1744: 
1966 (54) 2093: 1968 (55) 2316: 1972 (57) 2531: 1974 (58) 2124: 1984 Act No. 403. 

Cross references-
As to placing names of certified nominees on ballots, see § 7·13·350. 
As to nominations for municipal offices. see §§ 5-15-10 to 5-15-150. 

:Research and Practice References-
: 25 AM Jur 2d, Elections §§ 164-167. 
: 9 Am Jur PI & Pr Forms (Rev ed), Elections, Form 38 (objection to certificate 
:of nomination), 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

IA number at Iht' oplIlion.'l \)1 the 
Allornev General cited beloVo wefe 
tendered prior to amendments which 
restated this seClion·l-
! Nominations for Senate u.''iing con· 
~enlion method in multiple-county dis·· 
{rielS need not be r"_lifted by State 
convention. 1965-66 Ops. Au'y Gen., 
No 1994. p 52. 

Procedun· followed dt"ter withdrawal 
df a candidate .-The procedure CO be 
followed on withdrawal of a c:andidalt' 
i~ the same procedure to be followed 
as in the- origmal method of nomina
tion. 1965-66 Ops. AH'y Gen., No 
2035. pilI. 

If a nominee for the oRice of State 
Senator of a party not using the pri
IlliIry method should withdraw, the 
State committee of the" party may make 
nominations of the party's candid~te5 

in' sucn manner as the commiuee may 
determine. 1965-66 Op •. AII'Y Gen .. 
No 20g5. pilI. 

As to lime limitation in connection 
with special election to fill a vacancy 
created by the resignation of a Slale" 
Senator. see 1966-67 Ops. Att'y Ge"n., 
No 2g06. p 125. 

Failure to select candidate after 
deci!tion to nominate hy convention. -
.-\ (011111\ I"ImH'lltioli hilidl Illl't on Ill(' 
S!aIU!o)"~· dal<' ,111<1 dc..'l·itkd to 1l0mill;l!(' 

b\" (OI1\:l'rltioll btl! did lIot wlen ;lIlY 

ri1ndidd!L' and ,hl'1l1t.'(OIlH'Ilt.'d .lfln thc 
Slall' ("OIlH'l1lioll could Iloi )"('\.(')"",(, liS 

('arlic..-r d('risioll 10 nOlllinatc h\" 
cOI1\"cllIion. 1973·74 Op . ..\11\ (;eo., No. 
3719. p. 76. 

Three-fourths of the total membership 
of tb~ convention as used in Section 
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7-11-30, Code, should be read as meaning 
three-fourths of the entire membership that 
could have attended the convention. Op. 
Au'y Gen. to Hon. T. Moffatt Burriss, 
April II, 1984. 

In deciding whether the party will 
nominate by convention or by party 
primary the whole convention votes on the 

question. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. William 
H. Grimball, April 7, 1981. 

Whatever method political party utiliz
ed to nominate a candidate for the general 
election year would not control the 
nominating procedures for the following 
year.·Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. John Monroe. 
Oct. 10, 1979. 

§ 7-11-40. Names and addresses of candidates for House of 
Representatives shall be reported to State Ejection Com
mission. 

Notwith$landing am olher provision of law. if a pohti<al party in 
this State shall nominale candidates by party primarY e1enion, the 
person with whom candidates of thaI part\' for the House of 
Representatives file shall report to the State ElectIOn Commission 
the names and addresses of all candidates so filing within twenty
four hours after the close of the filing period for the House of 
Representatives. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-265.4; 1974 (58) 2400. 

§ 7-11-50. Substitution when party nominee dies, becomes 
disqualified or resigns candidacy for legitimate nonpolitical 
reason. 

If a party nominee dies, becomes disqualified after his nomination 
or resigns hi$ candidacy for a legitimate nonpolitical reason as 
defined in this section and sufficient time does not remain to hold 
a convention or primary to fill the vacancy or to nominate a nominee 
to enter a special election. the respective state or county party 
executive committee may nominate a nominee for such office, who 
shall be duly certified by the respective county or state chairman. 

"Legitimate nonpolitical reason" as used in this section shall be 
limited to the following: 

(a) ~easons of health, which shall include any health condition 
which, in the written opinion of a medical doctor, would be harmful 
to the health of the candidate if he continued. 

(b) Family crises, which shall include circumstances which would 
substantially alter the duties and responsibilities of the candidate to 
. the family or to a family business. 

(c) Substantial business conflict. which shall include the policy of 
an employer prohibiting employees being candidates for public 
offices and an employment change which would result in the 
ineligibility of the candidate or which would impair his capability to 
properly carry out the functions of the office being sought. 
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Any candidate who withdraws based upon a "legitimate 
nonpolitical reason" which is not covered by the inclusions in (a), 
(b) or (c) shall have the strict burden of proof for his reason. 

A candidate who wishes to withdraw for a legitimate nonpolitical 
reason shall submit his reason by sworn affidavit. 

Such affidavit shall be filed with the state party chairman of the 
nominee's party and also with the election commission of the county 
if the office concerned is countywIde or less including members of 
the General Assembly and with the State Election Commission if the 
office is statewide. No substitution of candidates shall be authorized, 
except for death or disqualification, unless the election commission 
to which the affidavit is submitted approves the affidavit as 
constituting a "legitimate nonpolitical reason" for the candidate's 
resignation within ten days of the date the affidavit is submitted to 
the commission. Provided, that where such a party nominee is 
unopposed each political party registered with the State Election 
Commission shall have the privilege of nominating a candidate for 
the office involved. If the event occurs forty-five days or more prior 
to the election such nomination must be certified not less than thirty 
days prior to the election. If the event occurs less than forty-five days 
prior to the election such office shall not be voted on until the first 

Tuesday in the month following such election and such nomination 
must be certified not less than fifteen days prior thereto. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23·266; 1952 Code § 23·266; 1950 (46) 2059; 1968 (55) 

2316; 1978 (61) 1350. 

Rnearch and Prlcdce Reference-.-
25 AmJur 2d, Eleclions n 157-159. 
29 CjS, Eleclion. II 95 el .eq. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Withdrawal of candidate".-This !lC'e· 
lion [Code 1962 125·266J and Code 
1962 125·572 (now Code 1962 125· 
596). fead tog~thC'r, authorize the sub. 
stitulion of iii candidate upon the with. 
drawal of a prior candidate. 1965-66 
Op •. Att'y Gen., No 2014, p 77. 

This section is not applicable to 
withdrawals of candidacy by iii party 
nominee if sufficient time reamins to hold 
a convention or pdmary to fill the vacan
cy or to nflminate a nominee to enter iii 

special election. When sufficient time does 

Substitution where not more than 
two candidates for one office.-WherfO 
iii candidate fur office dies or with
draw,. a party may nominat~ a subsri· 
tut~ candidat~ if th~rC' arC' not more
than two party candidates for anyone 
office. 1965-66 Ops. Att'y Gen .• No 
2014. p 77. 

not remain to hold a primary or conven
tion. the respective state or jJarty executive 
committee may nominate nominees for the 
office. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. C. Heyward 
Belser, Sept. 7, 1978. 

When one oJ two candidates died a week 
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before the election, sufficient time did not 
exist to allow other candidates to file for 
election and therefore, if any voters desire 
to vote for another candidate, they would 
have to use the write-in procedure. Op. At
ty. Gen. to Mr. Herman E. Cox, Oct. 31, 
1977. 

ft would appear thai the proper body to 
make the determination of whether suffi
cient time exists for a primary to be held 
would be the political party itself as the par
ty would be in the best position to deter-

mine pursuant to their rules. and the ap
plicable statutes if sufficient time exists. 
Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. C. Heyward Belser, 
Aug. 27, 1980. 

This section only authorizes a defeated 
primary candidate to offer again as a can- . 
didate to offer again as a candidate if the 
party nominee dies or becomes disqualified 
and nol when Ihe party nominee withdraws 
for a legitimate nonpolitical reason. Op. 
Atty. Gen. to Mr. W. Brantley Harvey, Jr., 
Oct. I, 1982. 

§ 7-11-70. Nomination by petition. 

A candidate's nominating petition for any office in this State shall 
contain the signatures of at least five percent of the qualified registered 
electors of the geographical area of the office for which he offers as a 
candidate; provided, that no petition candidate is required to furnish 
the signatures of more than ten thousand qualified registered electors 
for any office. The official number of qualified registered electors of 
the geographical area of any office must be the number of registered 
electors of such area registered one hundred twenty days prior to the 
date of the election for which the nomination petition is being submitted. 

Th" pt'tition shall he certifIed to the State Election Commission 
in the fa,,, of naliollal, Slat(·, rireuit and multicounty district 
(JHict's; wilh lht' roullty (·Ieftion cOllunission in the case of county
wide or less than countywide offices with the exception of munici· 
pal offices; with the clerk of a municipality in case of a municipal 
office, and the certified petition shall constitute and be kept as a 
public record. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.16; 1952 Code § 23·313; 1950 (46) 2059; 1956 (49) 1739; 
1961 (52) 548; 1964 (53) 1744; 1966 (54) 2340; 1968 (55) 2316; 1972 (57) 2531; 1974 (58) 
2124,2866; 1984 Act. No. 405. 

Cross references -
As In applicahility of this sectioll 10 nominations for lIonpartisan preferential 

("I('nions for sdenioll of Illag-islra!t's, see § 22-2-10. 

Reaearch and Practice Referencel--
25 AmJur 2d. Elections §§ 168-173. 
29 CjS, Eleclions " 106-110. 
9 Am }ur PI Be Pr Form. (Rev ed). Eleclion., Fonn 32 (no lice of nomination by 

p~lilion). 

CASE NOTES 

The power granted to chairmen of geru!ra'(election is-not an uncorisftiluionai 
political parties which hold primary elec- delegation of state power to a privat(' 
tions, to prevent defeated candidates from citizen. While v. West, 74-1709 (D.S.C. 
campaigning or offering the ensuing 1976). 
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The purpose of Sec. 7-11-210 is to pre· 
vent a primary candidate who has ap
pealed to the entire electorate in seeking his 
party's nomination and losl to again ap
peal to the entire electorate as a candidate 

. in the general election. Thilli effort to pro
tect the integrity of the ballot is commen
dable, and necessary to prevent confusion. 

White v. West, No. 74-1709 (D.S.C. 1976). 
This section !"equires only that a peti

tion candidate have the signatures of five 
percent (5%) of the registered electors of 
the geographic district sought to be 
represented. French v. Pearlman, U.S. D.C . 
(SC 1979). 

AITORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Signatures nol presumed valid. -
The signatures on a petition for 
nomination as a candidate which are 
submitted to the appropriate election 
commission are not presumed under 
taw to be the valid signatures of 
qualified registered electors. It is 
necessary for the signatures and the 
other required information to be 
checked. Op. All'y Gen. to Mr. James B. 
Ellisor,Sept. 22, 1978. 

Procedure for confirming 
signatures. - The election authority 
must undertake some reasonable and 
reliable procedure to confirm that the 
petitions for nomination comply with 
the statutory requirements with regard 
to signatures. However. the form of the 
procedure is within the discretion of the 
election authority. Op. Au'y Gen. to Mr. 
James B. Ellisor, Sept. 22, 1978. 

The procedures utilized by the 
commission in executing its statutory 
duty of reviewing petitions under Title 7 
should be selected on a case by case 

method taking into account the factors 
affecting reasonableness and reliability. 
Op. Alt'y Gen. to Mr. James B. Ellisor. 
Sept. 25, 1978. 

Defeated primary candidate still may 
not run. - While it is true that Toporek 
\'. South Carolina State Election 
Comm'n, 362 F. Supp. 613 (D.S.C. 
1973) invalidated the prior provision of 
this section that had prohibited a 
defeated primary candidate from being 
placed on the general election ballot. 
§ 7·11-210 is still a part of the election 
code, and still prohibits a defeated 
primary candidate from offering 01' 

campaigning in the general election. 
Op. Att'y Gen. to Hon. Claudia W. 
Howard, July 25, 1980. 

Petition signatures of persons who were 
deleted from the registration rolls before 
the petitions were circulated because of 
their voting records may not be counted. 
Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Melvin B. 
McKeown, Jr., Aug. 21, 1980. 

§ 7·11·71. N omlnatlngpetltlons; number of signatures 
required. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of § 7-11-70, petitions to 
nominate candidates elected in the general election to serve as 
commissioners of public service districts shall require signatures of 
not less than two hundred fifty qualified electors of the district 
concerned or five percent of the total number of electors of the 
district, whichever is the lesser, if such petitions are otherwise in 
compliance with this chapter. 
HISTORY: 1978 (60) 1747 

Editor's Note -
This senion is efi'ctive July 18, 1978. 
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ATIORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

School districts not included. - This 
section speaks only of public service 
districts. Therefore, persons running 
for offices in school districts would not 

come within the provIsIons of this 
section. Op. Au'y Gen. to L. Paul 
Barnes. April 18. 1979. 

§ 7-11-80. Form of nominating petition. 
All nominating petitions for any political office or petition of any 

political party seeking certification as such in the State of South 
Carolina shall be standardized as follows: 

(I) Shall be on good quality original bond paper sized 8¥2" X 
14" . 

(2) Shall contain a concise statement of purpose; in the case of 
nomination of candidates, the name of the candidate, the office for 
which he offers and the date of the election for such office shall be 
contained in such petition. 

(3) Shall contain in separate columns from left to right the 
following: 

(a) Signatures of voters and printed name of voter; 
(b) Address of residence where registered; and 
(c) Precinct of voter. 

(4) No single petition page shall contain the signatures of 
registered voters from different counties. 

(5) All signatures of registered voters shall be numbered consec
utively. 

(6) Petitions with more than one page must have the pages 
consecutively numbered upon filing with the appropriate authority. 

The State Election Commission may furnish petition forms to 
the county election officials and to intereSled persons. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.16:1: 1974 (58) 2866: 1984 Act. No. 510. 

Cross references -
;\s to applil"ahilil\" of Ihis 't'nioll 10 1I01IIIII;[[ioll'- I'llr 1I0Ilp;trli"'Ul prt'lt'I't'Tltial 

t'it'ctillrlS hlr "eienilJllllf Inaj.{i"lratt' ...... t't' ~ :.!:!-:.!-llt. 

Rele.reh and Practice Reference~ 
25 Am Jur 2d. Election. U 1·68-175. 
29 CjS. Elections II 101>-110. 
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(I) The County Election Commission is In all cases other than a petition 
the determining authority as to the Jegali- nominating presidential electors, it would 
ty of a county petition;. (2) Section be necessary to have a separate petition for 
23-400.16: I [1976 Code-§ 7~11:801 is-i,,-6e- each office, Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James 
used in processing Home Rule Act peti- B. Ellisor, Nov. 6, 1981. 
tions. 1976-77 Op. Atty. Gen. No. 77-145, 
p 121. 

§ 7-11-85 Nomination by Petition 
Every signature on a petition requiring five hundred or less signatures 

must be checked for validity by the respective county board of voter 
registration against the signatures of the voters on the original applica
tions for registration on file in the registration board office. When a peti
tion requires more than five hundred signatures, everyone of the first 
five hundred signatures must be checked for validity and at least one 
out of every ten signatures thereafter beginning with the five hundred 
and first signature must be checked for validity. If the projected number 
of valid signatures, using this percentage method for the signatures over 
five hundred plus the number of valid signatures in the first hundred, 
total at least the number of signatures required by law on the petition, 
it must be certified as a valid petition. No petition, however, may be 
rejected if the number of signatures over five hundred checked using the 
percentage method plus the number of vali~Lsignatures in the first five 
hundred does not total at least the number required by law. If insuffi
cient signatures are found using the percentage method in order to cer
tify it as a valid petition, the board of voter registration must check every 
signature over five hundred separately,.or such number over five hun
dred until the required number of valid signatures is found. 

If it is a petition seeking to certify a new political party or if the office 
for which the petition has been submitted comprises more than one coun
ty, and using the percentage method of checking does not result in the 
required number of valid signatures, the executive director of the Com
mission shall designate which counties must check additional signatures. 

No signatures on a petition may be rejected if the address of a voter, 
registration certificate number of a voter, or the precinct of a voter, as 
required by Section 7-11-80, is missing or incorrect if the signature is 
otherwise valid. The signature of a voter may only be rejected if it is 
illegible and cannot be found in the records of the board of voter registra
tion, is missing from the petition, or is not that of the voter, or if the 
registration of the voter has been deleted for any of the reasons named 
in items (2) or (3) of Subsection (C) of Section 7-3-20. 

The board of voter registration shall complete a summary form con
taining the results of checking any petition and must give the completed 
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form to the requesting authority. The form used for this purpose must 
be prescribed and provided by the executive director. 
HISTORY: 1984 Acl 263. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 
Petition signatures of persons who were A woman whose name appears on the, 

deleted from the registration rolls before registration list under her maiden name but 
the petitions were circulated because of has since married and changed her name 
their voting records may not be counted. would not be denied the right to Yote. Op. 
Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Melvin B. AUy. Gen. to Mr. John K. deLoach. Jr., 
McKeown, Jr., Aug. 21, 1980. Oct. 13, 1976. 

Petitions filed with an ejection authori
ty are not presumed lO be valid, and the 
election authority must undertake some 
reasonable and reliable procedure to con
firm that [he petitions comply with the 
statutory requirements. Op. Atty. Gen. to 
Mr. James B. Ellisor, Sept. 22, 1978. 

The form of the confirming procedure 
is within the discretion of the election 
authority. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B. 
Ellisor, Sept. 22, 1978. 

§ 7-11-90. Unopposed candidates. 
After the closing of entries if an~' candidates shall be unop

posed, the State committee in the case of State offices and the 
county committees in the case of county offices shall declare such 
unopposed candidates as party nominees, and the names of unop
posed candidates shall not be placed upon the primary electior! 
ballots but shall be certified for the general election ballots. 
HISTORY, 1962 Code § 23-400.76; 1952 Code § 23-375; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) 2340. 

Research and Practice References--
29 CjS, Elections § III (3), 

Altorney General's Opinion 

An unopposed candidate in a primary within thirty days after the primary. 1982 
must file a Campaign Disclosure Form Op. Atty. Gen., No. 82·47, p.53. 

ARTICLE 3 

NOTICE OF CANDIDACY; CANDIDATE'S PLEDGE AND 

SEC. AHIDAVITS 
7-11-210. Notice of candidacy and pledge. 
7-11-220. Notice or pledge by candidates for State Senator. 

§ 7·11·210, Notice of candidacy and pledge. 

Every candidate for selection as the nominee of any political party 
for any State office, lInited States Senator, member of Congress or 
solicitor, to be voted for in any party primary election, shalllile with 

67 



and place in the possession of the treasurer of the State committee 
by twelve o'clock noon on April thirtieth a notice or pledge in the 
following form. the blanks being properly filled in and the notice or 
pledge signed by the candidate: "I hereby file my notice as a 
candidate for the nomination as .................... in the 
primary election to be held on .................. I affiliate with 
the ............... Party. and I hereby pledge myself to abide 
by the results of the primay and I authorize the issuance of an 
injunction upon ex parte application by the party chairman. as 
provided by law. should I violate this pledge by offering or 
campaigning in the ensuing general election for election to this office 
or any other office for which a nominee has been elected in the party 
primary election. unless the nominee for any such office has become 
deceased or otherwise disqualified for election in the ensuing general 
election." 

~:verv candidate for selection in a primary election as the nominee 
of any political party for member of the Senate. member of the House 
of Representatives and all county and township offices shall file with 
and place in the possession of the county chairman or such OIher 
officer as mav be named by the county committee of the county in 
which they reside bv twelve o'clock noon on March thirtieth a like 
notice and pledge. 

The notice of candidacy required by this section to be filed by a 
candidate in a primary must be signed personally by the candidate. 
and such signature of the candidate must be signed in the presence 
of the county chairman or such other officer as may be named by the 
count\' committee with whom such candidate is filing. or a candidate 
must have his signature on the notice of the candidacy acknowledged 
and certified by any officer authorized to administer an oath. Any 
notice of candidacy of any candidate signed bv an agent in behalf of 
a candidate shall not be valid. 

In the event that a person who was defeated as a candidate for 
nomination to an office in a party's primary election shall thereafter 
offer or campaign as a candidate against any nominee for election 
to any office in the ensuing general election. the State chairman of 
the party which held such primary (if the office involved is one voted 
for in the general election by the electors of more than one county). 
or the county chairman of the party which held such primary (in the 
case of all other offices). shall forthwith institute an action in a court 
of competent jurisdiction for an order el\ioining such person from 
so offering or campaigning in the general election. and the court is 
hereby empowered upon proof of such facts to issue such order. 
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HISTORY: 1962 Code J n-400.72; 1952 Code J 25·n5; 1950 (46) 2059; 1964 
(55) 1778; 1966 (54) 2095, 2540; 1968 (55) 2277; 1974 (58) 2124; 1977 (60) 
261. 

Cro .. referenc.-
AI to filing notice of candidacy and pledge required by thil I«tion. I •• I 7-

11-250. 
A!I to holding of ('ounlY com'~nlion5 and Slate co",'~ntion. see I§ 7-9-70 and 

7·9·IOO. 

Relearch and Prledce Reference.-
25 Am Jur 2d. Election. I 155. 
29 CjS, EI.ction. 1114. 

CASENOTU 

Purpose. - It is obviolls from a 
review of this section that its purpose is 
to prevent a primary candidate who has 
appealed to the entire electorate in 
!eeking his party's nomination and lost 
to against appeal to the entire electorate 
35 a candidate in the general election. 
This effort to protect the integrity of the 
ballot is commendable. and necessary to 
prevent confusion. White v. \Vest, No. 
74·1709 (D.S.C. 1976). 

Constitutionality. - This section 
does not violate the constitutional rights 
of freedom of association. freedom of 

,assembly and the right 10 pe-lition for 
redress of grievances. ,,'hile v. \Vest. 
No. 74·1709 (D.S.C. 1976). 

There is no discrimination in the 
application of this section since Ihe 
state party chairman or the county party 
chairman bringing the suil against the 
defeated primary candidate has no 
discretion in deciding whether the suit 
shall be brought. White v, West. No. 
74-1709 (D.S.C. 1976). 

This section is not a restriction upon 
the rights of the voters, since they may 
still write in the name of the defeated 
candidate if they so desire. Whilc \. 
West. No. 74-1709 (D.S.c. IY7fi). 

The right to petition for redress of 
grievances does nOi include rhe righl of 
a defeated primary canrlictatt' to have his 
name appear on the ge-Ilt'ral clecrioll 
hallot. White v. West. No, 74-1709 
(O.S.c. I !17fi). 

A state chairman of a recognized 
politica~ party has. sranding to 
challenge this senioll. reqllirillJ,{ hilll [.) 
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The power granted to chairmen of 
political parties which hold primary 
elections. to prevent defeated 
candidates from campaigning or 
offering in the ensuing general election 
is not an unconstitutional delegation of 
state power to a private citizen. White \'. 
West. 74·1709 (D.S.C. 1976). 

The fan that this section applies only 
to defeated primary candidates dops not 
make it unconstitutional. since primary 
nomination i!i quilt" riillerf'nt from 
convention or pel it ion nomination. 
White v. West. No. 74-1709 (I).S.c. 
1976). 

take action ag-ain.~t a defeated primary 
candidatf'. who offers or campai~n~ lor 
offict' in the g-ellt'ral den ion. Whit· .. ". 
West. No. 74-170~1 (Il.S.C. 197tl). 

Stated in Vandroll v Ellilor. 547 F 
Supp 197 (OSe 1972). 

Pledge does not effect eligibility of write· 
in candidate to win general election.-A 
candidate defeated in the primary election 
was not ineligible to win the general elec
tion as a "write-in" candidate because of 
the pledge taken as a candidate in the 
primary. Redfearn v Board of State Can
vassers • 234 SC 113. 107 SE2d 10 (1959). 

A city may constitutionally refuse to ac
cept an otherwise valid petition seeking to 
place the name of a defeated primary can· 
didate on the general election ballot. 
Backus v Spears 677 F2d 397 (4th CiT. 
1982) 



AlTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

In all cases other than a petition 
nominating presidential electors, it would 
be necessary to have a seperate petition for 
each office. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James 
B. Ellisor Nov. 6, 1981. 

Petition signatures of persons who were 
deleted from the registration rolls before 
the petitions were circulated because of 
their voting records may not be counted. 
Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Melvin B. 
McKeown, Jr., Aug. 21, 1980. 

A candidate defeated in a primary 
election is prohibited from campaign
ing in the succeeding general election. 
1969-70 Ops. Au'y Cen .. No SOW, p 
29S. 

While it is true that T oporek \'. South 
Carolina State Election Comm'n. 362 F. 
Supp. 613 (D.S.C. 1973) invalidated the 
prior provision of § 7-11-70 that had 
prohibited a defeated primary 
candidate from heing placed on the 
general election ballot, this section is still 
a part of the election (ode. and still 
prohibits a defeated primary candidate 
from offering or campaigning in the 
general election. Op. Au'y Gen, 10 HCHl. 

Claudia W. Howard. July 25, IY811. 
A candidate who registered to vote on 

the first available day in that the registra
tion board was closed on Saturday and 
Sunday is still required to meet the 30 day 
registration requirement in order to be 

qualified as of the time of the general elec
tion. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. William 
Myrick, Jr., Oct. 19. 1981. 

An employee of a state agency who is not 
paid with federal funds or concerned with 
the implementation of a program sup
ported in full or in part by federal funds, 
may retain his position as a state employee 
while a candidate for office in a partisan 
election. 1978 Op. Atty. Gen., No. 78-56, 
80. 

The thirty-day deadline requires that the 
candidate must be qualified as of the time 
of the general election. Op. Atty. Gen. to 
Hon. Larry Blanding, Mar. 26, 1980. 

This section only authorizes a defeated 
primary candidate to offer again as a can
didate if the pany nominee dies or becomes 
disqualified and not when the party 
nominee withdraws for a legitimate non
political reason. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. W. 
Brantley Harvey, Jr., Oct. I, 1982. 

There is no prohibition against a 
defeated primary candidate being a write
in candidate 'if he -does -not campaign for-
the write-in vote. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. 
Robert D. Heilman, Aug. 28, 1980. 

An active campaign for a write-in elec
tion by a disqualified candidate would still 
place the candidate in the position of 
violating his pledge. Op. Atty. Gen. to 
Hon. Patrick B. Harris, May 26, 1980. 

§ 7-11-220, Notice or pledge by candidates for State Sena
tor. 

Every candidate for selection in a primary election as the 
nominee of a political party for the office of State Senator shall file 
with and place in the possession of the county chairman of the 
county in which he resides, or such other officer as may be named 
by the county committee of the county in which he resides, at the 
same lime as those wishing to offer for nomination in such 
primary for county-wide or less than county-wide office, a notice 
or pledge as required by § 7-11-210. 
HISTORY: 1981 Code 115-400.75; 1988 (114) 1095,1540, 5.15 

Relearch and Practice Rererencea-
25 AmJur 2d, Elections' 155. 
29 CjS, Elections' 114. 
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CASE NOTES 

Slaled in Vandro .. v EIIi.or, S47 F 
Supp 197 (DSC 1972). 

ARTICLE 5 

ASSESSMENT OF CANDIDATES 

·SEC. 
7-11-410. Assessments payable by candidates. 
7-11-420. Amounts and proration of assessments to be paid by candidates for 

State Senator in multi-county districts. 
7-11-450. Amounts and proration of aueuments to be paid by candidates for 

House of Representatives. 

§ 7-11-410. Assessments payable by candidates, 
The amounts of assessments to be paid by candidates at the 

time of the filing of the notice of candidacy shall be fixed as to 
each office by the State or county committee. as the case may be, 

- with whom tllenoirce' and pledge has to be flied hereunder-for 
such office. The county committee shall fix the assessment for the 
office of State Senator in all single.county districts. 
HISTORY, 1962 Code f 15-400.74; 1952 Code § 15·574; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) 2095. 2540, 

Ruearch and Pracdc:e Reference ..... 
2~ AmJur 2d, Eleclion. t 182. 

ALR and L Ed Annotadono-
Validity and effect of statutes exacting filing fees from candidates for public 

office. 89 ALR2d 864. 

CASE NOTES 

. Reasonableness of filing fees. - The 
dimensions of reasonableness within 
which the State (or a political party 
acting under State authorization) may 
safely impose a filing fee are indeed low 
and narrow. Culbertson v. Fowler, No. 
72·645 (D.S.C. I Y74). 

Filing fees imposed by party in 1972 
democratic primaries held 
unreasonable, and fee of 2% of annual 
salary of office imposed hy couri. See 
Culbertson v. Fowler, No. 72·645 
(D.S.C. 1974). 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

The courts have not found filing fees to 
be unconstitutional as long as the fees are 
reasonable and as long as there is provid
ed a reasonable alternative procedure for 
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persons to be placed on the baUot who are 
nol able to pay Ihe filing fee. Op. AllY. 
Gen. 10 Mr. E.P. Riley, Jr., June 15, 1983. 



§ 7-11-420. Amounts and proration of assessments to be 
paid by candidates for State Senator in multi-county dis
tricts. 

In mul!i-county senatorial districts. the amounts of assessments 
to be paid by candidates for the office of State Senator at the time 
and place of filing notwithstanding the provisions of § 7-11-410. 
shall be fixed by a majority of the county chairmen of the counties 
in the respective districts and shall be prorated among the county 
committees of the counties comprising the district in proportion to 
the number of precincts in each county. Provided. if such chair
men of any district fail to reach agreement within three days after 
the opening for entries the State executive committee shall fix the 
fee. Provided, further, that in 1966 only the chairmen shall have 
seven days in which to reach such agreement. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § ts-400.75; 1966 (54) 209~, 2340. 

Releuch and Practice Reference ...... 
25 Am Jur 2d. EI«liom , 182. 

ALR and L Ed Anno .. tion ..... 
Validity and ~ffect of statutes exacting filing fees from carididate. for public 

office. 89 AlR2d 8&1. . 

§ 7-11-430. Amounts and proradon of assessments to be 
paid by candidates for House of Representatives, 

The amount of assessment to be paid by a candidate for the 
House of Representatives shall be two percent of the annual salary 
for the office as fixed at the time of filing. In the case of a district 
located in more than one county, the assessment shall be prorated 
among the county committees on the basis of the population 
within those portions of the district in the counties in which it is 
located. 

HISTORY, IMI Cod. t ., .... 00.78,lt 187 .. (SI) III ... ".07 

R_ardI 11101 Practice Referencea-
25 Am Jur 2d. Election. I 182. 

ALR 11101 L lei An ... latlln. 
Validity and nrect ·of.u.lUtn elll(tin, IllIn, reel !'rom <llldidatn for public 

ollke. 89 ALR2d 884. 

'CHAPTER IS 

Conduct of ElectiolUl 

Anide I. When. Where and How Eleelion. Held. 
Arlid. 5. Ballou for General and Special Eleetion •. 
Anicle 5. Ballols for Primary El«tions. 
Article 7. Voting Provisions Applicable to All Elections. 
Arlide 9. VOling Provision. Applieable 10 Primary Eleetion. Only. 
Arlide I I. Canvassing and Counting of Balloll. 
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Article 1.3. Vote Recorders. 
Article 15. Voting Machines . 

. Article 17. Explanation of Proposed Constitutional Amendmenu. 

ARTICLE I 

WHEN, WHERE AND How ELEcnONS HELD 

s.c. 
7-1~1O. Time of general election. for Federal, State and county officers; 

7-U-20. 
7-U-50. 
7-13·35. 
7-15-40. 
7-15-50. 
7-1~. 
7-1~70. 

conduct of general and special dections. 
Time of general election for certain county officen. 
Time of election of probate judges. 
~utirt·s of )('nt'ral and special elections. 
Time of pany primary; entry of other candidates. 
Second and other primaries. 
Hours poUs open. 
Commissioners and managers of general or special elections; tenn and 

oath of office. 
7-15-80. Organization of board of managers; appointment of clerk; oaths. 
7-15-90. Appointment of managers of primaries. 
7-15--100. Managers .","11 take oath before opening poll •. 
7-15-110. Managers shall be residents and registered electors of counties. 
7-1~120. Candidate. and their relative •• hall not be managers or clerks. 
7-1~150. Managers' table; guard rail; general amongement; preservation of 

7-1~140. 
7-1~150. 
7-1~160. 

7-1~170. 

right to vote and .ecrecy of ballot. 
Maintenance of order; police powers of managers. 
Penalty for failure to assist in maintaining order. 
Peace officers shall enter polling place only on request or to vote. 
Procedure when managers fail to attend. take charge of. or conduct 

election. 
7-1~180. Polting proposed constitutional amendments at polling place. 

§ 7-13-10. Time of general elections for Federal, State and 
county officers; conduct of general and special elections. 

General elections for Federal. State and county officers in this 
State shall be held on the first Tuesday following the first Monday 
in November in each even· numbered year at such voting places as 
have been or may be established by law. All general or special 
elections held pursuant to the Constitution of this State shall be 
regulated and conducted according to the rules. principles and 
.provisions herein prescribed. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23·591; 1952 Cod. § n·502; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 (54) 

2540. 

Related Local Law .... 
For local law provisions requmng that the United States Rag be Hawn in 

precincts in Charleston and Oconee Counties, sec Local Law Index. 

Cro •• referencea-
As to conduce of elections. gene-rally. scc' SC Canst. Art 2. § 10. 
A. to election. for municipal office., see U !>-I !>-I 0 to !>-1!>-150. 

73 



As to rule that elections are to be by secret ballot. see SC Const, Art 2, t 1. 
As to free and open elections. see SC Const, Art l. t 5. 
As to constitutional provision that electors are privileged from arreSi. see SC 

Con.t. Art 2. § II. 
As to the acquisilion and use of voting machines, see It 7-tS-1610 et seq. 
As to campaign practice •. generally ... e §§ 8-15-610 to 8-15-650. 

Research and Practice References--
26 Am Jur 2d. Election. § 226. 
29 qS. Election. § 198. 

ALR and L Ed Annotations
Scheduling election on religious holiday 

as violation of federal constitulionai rights, 
44 ALR Fed 886. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

The commissioners of election may pro
vide a referendum to propose a change in 
the tax millage of a special purpose district 
in conjunction with the general election, as 
long as the cost of the referendum is paid 
by the commissioners. 1975-76 Op. Atty. 
Gen .• No 4342. p 168. 

There is no prohibition to holding a 

county election and a municipal election on 
the same day; however. it will be necessary 
for there to be two separate registration 
lists, managers, etc., because a municipal 
election commission cannot conduct a 
county election. Op. Atty. Gen. to Hon. 
William W. Doar. Jr. Aug. 24. 1983. 

§ 7-13-20, Time of general election for certain county offi· 
cers_ 

There shall be a general election for county supervisors, county 
superintendents of education. sheriffs, coroners and clerks of the 
courts of common pleas held in each county at every alternate 
general election. reckoning from the year 1960, except in those 
counties in which the term of office of any such officers may be for 
a period other than four years. In such cases elections to fill such 
offices shall be held at the general election next preceding the 
expiration of any such term of office. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25·592; 1952 Code § 25·505; 1942 Code § 2550; 1952 

Code § 2550; Civ. C. '22 § 285; Civ. C. '12 § 280; Civ. C. '02 t 155; G. S. 
160,642,701; R. S. 211; 1882 (17) 1125; 1885 (19) 144; 1889 (20) 281; 1966 
(54) 2540. 

Related Local Lawe-
For a local law creating exceptions to this section for Beaufort, Berkeley. 

Cherokee, Hampton, and Kershaw Counties, see Local Law Index. 
FaT a local law regarding election of the sheriff in Beaufort and Kershaw 

Counties, see Local Law Index. 

Croaa referenceo-
A. to when election for clerk of court held .... t 14-17-10. 
As to election of sheriff in each presidential election year. see § 25-11-10. 
A. to elections for municipal office ••• ee It !>-I!>-IO to !>-1!>-150. 

Jleaearch and Practice References-
26 Am Jur 2d. Election. § 226. 
29 CJS. Elections t 198. 
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§ 7-13-30. Time of election of probate judges. 

The probate judge in every county shll be elected at every 
alternate general election. reckoning from the year 1958. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code ,23·394; 1952 Code 125·305; 1942 Code § 2550; 1932 
Code 11550\ Cly. C. '22 1285\ Cly. C. '12 '280; Cly. C. '02 1253\ G. S. 
160,642,701; R. S. 211; 1882 (17) 1125; 1885 (19) 144; 1889 (20) 281; 1966 
(54) 2140. 

Related Local LaWI-

For locailawl creating exceptions to this section for Georgetown. Lee, Saluda, 
and Florence Countie., .ee Local Law Index. 

era .. reference.-
AI to probate court •• generally, .ee 10 14-2!1-10 et leq. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Expiration of term of probate judge. 
-The term of ollice of probate judge 
expire. four year. from the date of the 
firll Tueldar in january of each alter· 
nate lener. election year I reckonlol 
from the year 1958, except in George· 

town County, where the probate judge 
i. elected at every alternate general 
election, reckoning from the year 1960. 
1965-66 0pI. AII'Y Gen., No 2177, p 
512. 

§ 7·13·35. Notices of general and special election •• 

The election commission in each county shall publish two notices 
of general and special elections held in the county in a newspaper 
of general circulation in the county. Included in each notice shall be 
a reminder of the last day persons may register to be eligiblt' to vote 
in the election f,)\' which notice is g-iven. The first notice shall appear 
sixty dan prior to the election and the second notice shall appear 
two weeks aher the first notice; prOlided. however, the provisions 
of this section shall not extend to any special election held to fill a 
vacancy created by death, resignation, or removal from office. , 
HISTORY: 1978 (61) Act 572. 

Cross references -
As 10 J.>ublk tlOlin.' of municipal genera) and !ipccial elections. see § 5·15·50. as 

;,tmCndl,d b\' 197M Act No. :>21. 
A:o; 10 ('OT'ldul'1 of gl'neral and special dec lions generally. ~ee § 7·IS·tO. 

Attorney General's Opinions 
Section 5-15-50, not sec. 7-13-35, notice has to appear more than exact-

governs the public notification Iy sixty days before the election, it 
necessary in municipal elections and would constitute substantial com-
requires only one public notice sixty pliance to publish it when the 
days prior to the election. Op. Atty. newspaper does come out even if that 
Gen. to Ms. Nelle G. Power, Jan. 22, must be a few days prior to the sixty 
1979. days specified by the statute. Op. 

When the newspaper of greatest Atty. Gen. to Mr. Ralph C. 
general circulation is a weekly and the Haywood, Jan. 25, 1979. 
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A specific notice of a referen
dum must be given by the county 
election commission in order to 
satisfy the requirements of the state 
law, and that the general sixty-day 
notice of a general election would not 
satisfy the notice requirements for a 
referendum to be conducted on that 
same date. Op. Atty. Gen. to Han. 
Joyce Hearn, Sept. 7, 1982. 

The fact that a notice states that 
the general election is to be conducted 
on a given date would not by itself 

satisfy the notice requirements for the 
special election, and therefore a 
specific notice of a referendum must 
be given by the county election com
mission in order to satisfy the re
quirements of the state law. 1982 Op. 
Atty. Gen., No. 82-58, p.61. 

The sixty day notice of this section 
would not apply to a special election 
to fill a vacancy created by resigna
tion or removal from office. 1981 
Op. Atty. Gen., No. 81-37, p. 59. 

§ 7.13-40. Time of party primaryjentry of other candidate •. 
In the event that a party shaJl nominate candidates by party priinary 

election, a party primary election shall be held by such party on the 
sewnd Tuesday in ./une of each general election year and a second 
and third primary election each two weeks successively thereafter, if 
necessary. The entries lor those wishing to offer for nomination in 
s\lch party primary for a statewide, congressional or district office 
which includes more than one county shall open at noon on April 
sixteenth and close at noon on April thirtieth and the entries for 
those wishing to offer for nomination in such party primary for State 
Senator, member of the HOllse of Represertatiyes, a countywide or 
less than countywide office shal1 open at noon on March sixteenth 
and close at noon on March thirtieth. If, after the closing of the time 
for filing pledges. there be not more than two candidates for anyone 
oflice and one or more of such candidates dies or withdraws, the 
State or county committee. as the case may be, may, in its discretion, 
afford opportunity for the entry of other candidates for the office 
involved; provided. that for the oflice of State Senator. the discretion 
shall be exercised by the State committee. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-396; 1952 Code § 23.372; 1950 (46) 2059: 1954 (48) 

1447: 1966 (54) 2093. 2340; 1977 (60) 261. 

Cro •• references -
A, to notice ofcandidac\" and pledge. see § 7-11-210 . 
. \, to filing of notice of candidac)" and pledge. see § 7·11-250. 

Reoearcb IDCI PractIce Ref ____ 

29 CjS, Election. I 117. 

CASE NOTES 

Statutes which regulate the time for 
filing a declaration of candidacy are 
almost universally held to be mancla· 
tory. Vandro .. y Elli.or. 347 f Supp 
197 (DSC 1972). 
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And a declaration that i. filed too 
late i. a nullity. Vandro .. y Elli.or, 547 
F Supp 197 (DSC 1972). 

Unless there are special circum
stances or showing of excuse ,-There 



are lome cases which hold thaI where 
there are special circumstances or a 
special showing of excuse. a declara
lion of candidacy Which is filed lOa late 

may be accepted nevenheless. Van
dross v Ellisor, S47 F Supp 197 (DSC 
1972). 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Withdrawal of candidale.-Code 
1962 112S-266 and 2S-S72 (now Ihi. 
seclion [Code 1962 1 2S-S96]), read 
together, authorize the substitution of 
a candidate upon the withdrawal of a 
prior candidale. 1965--66 Op.. Alt'y 
Gen., No 2014, p 77. 

Substitution where not more than 
two candidates for onC' offier.-Where 
a candidate for office dies or with
draws. a party may nominate a substi
tute candidate if (herr aTC' not more 
than two party candidates for anyone 
ollice. 1965--66 Ops. AII'y Gen .. No 
2014, p 77. 

The county executive committe~ 
could reopen primary entries for the 
office of Representative only if there 
were only two candidates for the par
ty's nomination to lhat office or one 
~ .. ndidate. and one' Of both of the two 
candidates, or the unopposed candi
date, were to die or withdraw after the 
c1o.ing dale for filing pledge. had 
passed, thereby leaving only one candi
date or no candidate for the party's 
nomination in the primary, 1969-70 
Ops. Au'y Gen., No 2860, p 96. 

If there were more than five candi
dates, the death or withdrawal of one 
would not furnish sufficient grounds 
for the executive committee to open 
entries back up for the reason that 
there would still be at least two c.ndi
dates for each of the four seats open, 
As lona as there are as many as five 
candidates for the four seats, there will 
be at least two persons vymg for the 
party's nomination for each one in the 
primary because the sealS are not num
bered and the four candidates obtain
ing the greatest number of votes 
(whether finally determined in a fint, 
second or even a third primary) will be 
nominated. 1969-70 Op •. AII'y Gen., 
No 2860, P 96. 

Where only one candidate ,-This 
seclion [Code 1962 125-596) do.s nOI 
authorize State or county executive 
committee to allow additional primary 
entries for an office merdy because 
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there is only one candidate after the 
closing time for filing pledges has 
paned. 1969-70 Op'. AII'y Gen., No 
2858, p 94. 

Prmoisions for entry of additional 
State senator candidates applicahlE" to 
RE"pre!l;E"ntatives, - Thi .. "l'CI ion mad .. 
Iht" dni .. ioll a .. 10 additional ('111 ric ... '(II 

Slal(, S('lIator a malll'.- of' cli"nl'Iion witb 
Iht" SWIC' ('ol1llllill('t' I,(,t'all"t' Iht" onin' 
i.o; a stal('wicie oflin:. Tht"lt"h'n', ;10; a 
fIlt"lllhc'r of Iht' II0u."l' ;.1' 
Repr(,~e'n(3Ii\'es now is det"med to h!)ld 
a Siale nnic(', the provisions referrin~ to 
Siall' Senator would apply 10 a 

Rcprc~ental'i\'e and the disnetion .IS to 
whe'lher or nOI 10 provide opportunity 
for entry of addilional randidale~ ~:ould 
be \'CSI('(t ..... i.h tht, Siale Commiller. 
!07.1·74 Op. An'" (;on .. No. 3793. p. 
173 

This st'!"IiOIl relcring 10 l'ntry for lle ..... 

sl'nalorial candidatcs if one ..... irhcira ..... s or 
dies should he rearl 10 eocompa."s 
candidalC's for sealS in Ihe' HOll~e of 
Rcprest'lIlatin's ao; ..... ('11 as the St"nate. 
1!173·74 0". An'" (;('n .. No. 3793. p. 
173. 

This section rp.ferring to entry for new 
senatorial candidates if one withdraws or 
dies should be read to encompass can· 
didates for seats in the House of Represen. 
tatives as well as the Senale. 1973-74 Op. 
AU'y. Gen., No. 3793, p. 173. 

An unopposed candidate in a primary 
must file a Campaign Disclosure Form 
wilhin thirty days afler Ihe primary. 1982 
Op. Auy. Gen., No. 82-47. p 53. 

When Ihe county council will be eleeled 
at large and five persons are offering for 
five offices, and one candidate withdraws. 
the filing can be reopened. Op. AUy. Gen. 
10 Mr. Bernard Manning, April 7, 1978. 

Participation in the March "Presidential 
Primary" will not affeet subsequent par
ticipation in any regularly scheduled 
primary conducted in accordance with 
Soulh Carolina law. Op. Ally. Gen. 10 Mr. 
T. Allen Legare, Jr., Jan. IS, 1980. 



§ 7-13-50. Second and other primaries, 
A second primary, when necessary, shall be held two weeks after 

the first and shall be subject to the rules governing the first 
primary. At such second primary the two candidates among those 
who do not withdraw their candidacies and who received more 
votes in the first primary than any other remaining candidate alone 
shall run for anyone office and in the event only one such 
candidate remains he shall be considered nominated, except that if 
there are two or more vacancies for any particular office the 
number of candidates shall be double the number of vacancies to 
be filled if so many candidates remain. In all second primaries the 
candidate receiving the largest number of votes cast for a given 
office shall be declared the nominee for such office whether or not 
such person shall have received a majority of the votes cast for 
that office, and when there are several candidates for several 
different offices, such as candidates for the House of Representa
tives, then the several candidates receiving the largest number of 
votes for the several positions shall be considered as nominated 
for such offices whether they shall have received a majority of the 
votes cast therefor or not. In the event of a tie between two 
candidates in the second primary, the county chairman, if it is a 
primary for a county office wherein the ties shall occur, or the 
State chairman, if it is a primary for United States Senator or for 
any State office, congressman or solicitor wherein the tie shall 
occur, shall order a third primary. Other primaries, if necessary, 
shall be ordered in like manner by the county chairman or the 
State chairman, as the case may be. 
HISTORY: 1961 Code 015-397; 1951 Code f 2S-S87; 1950 (46) 1059; 1966 (54) 

lUG; 1968 (55) IS 16. 

Crou referenca--
AI to method for determining what candidates have received a majority vote, 

see t 7-17-610. 

R_arch and Pracdce References-
29 CjS. Election! t 117. 

ATfORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

In a second primary only the top two I tWill. 1973·74 ()p. (\[I'Y (;('11 .. No. 3H22. 
candidates of the first primary may run p. 21 !), 
regardless of a lack of majority between 

§ 7-13-60. Hours polls open. 
The polls must be opened at seven o'clock in the forenoon and close 

at seven o'clock in the afternoon of the day of election and must be held 
open during these hours without intermission or adjournment; but the 
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county committee may close any poll or all polls within any county in 
any primary election at an earlier hour. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-398; 1952 Code§ 23-342; 1950(46) 2059; 1956(49) 1775, 1799; 1965 

(54) 466; 1966 (54) 2340; 1986 Act No. 342. 

Related Local Lawo-
For a local law establishing the times polls dose in Lancaster County I see Local 

Law Index. 

Precinct voting places must be open on be voting in those precincts. Op. Atty. Gen. 
election day even if only a few persons will to Nolen L. Brunson, Jan. 29, 1980. 

§ 7-13-70. Commissioners and managers of general or spe
clal elections; term and oath of office. 

For the purpose of carrying on. general or special elections 
provided for in § 7-13-10 the Governor shall, at least thirty days 
prior to any such election, appoint for each county not less than 
three nor more than five commissioners of election upon the 
recommendation of the Senator and al least half of the members 
of the House of Representatives frolll the respective counties. 
Such commissioners shall continue in office until their successors 
are appointed and qualified. The commissioners of election shall 
appoint three managers of election f.)r each polling place in the 
county for which they shall respectively be appointed for each five 
hundred electors, or portion thereof, registered to vote thereat 
and none of such officers shall be removed from office except for 
incompetence or misconduct. After their appointment the commis
sioners and managers shall take and subscribe, before any officer 
authorized to administer oaths the following oath of office pre
scribed by § 26 of Article III of the Constitution: 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am duly qualified, 
according to the Constitution of this State, to exercise the duties 
of the office to which I have been appointed, and that I will, to the 
best of my ability, discharge the duties thereof, and preserve, 
protect and defend the Constitution of this State and of the 
United States. So help me God." 
and it shall be immediately filed in the office of the clerk of coun 
of common pleas of the county in which such commissioners and 
managers shall be appointed, or, if there be no such clerk, in the 
office of the Secretary of State. Before opening the polls, the 
managers of election shall take and subscribe the oath provided 
for in § 7-13--100. Upon the completion of the canvassing of 
votes, this oath shall be filed with the commissioners of election 
along with the ballots from that election precinct. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-400; 1952 Code § 23-306; 1950 (46) 2059; 1961 (51) 
48; 1966 (54) 2340; 1968 (55) 2516; 1970 (56) 2367. 
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Rela.r.d Local Laws-
For a loral law perlaining to the abolition of the commissioners of dection in 

Lt:xinglon Coumy and devolulion of their powers and duties on the registration 
311(.1 election! commission for Lexington County, see Local Law Index. 

For local law plOvi!ions requiring thai five commissioners of election be 
appointed for Allendale. Charleston. Florence. Georgetown, and Union Counties, 
s~e Local Law Index. 

Cron rererences--
A, 10 duties of coumy commissioners of election in municipal annexation 

rrl.H.:f''''!oiJl~1. 5ee II 5-S-50 to !'>-S-80. 

Renarch and Practice Referencea.-
26 Am Jur 2d, F.loClions 12gS. 
29 qs, F.1"t;oru § 192. 

Casenotes 
Right or power to hold election must be to material provision of law, is recognized 

based on authority conferred by law and as being nullity, even though it is fairly and 
election held without affirmative constitu- honestly conducted. Murphree v. Mottel, 
tional or statutory authority, or contrary 226 S.E. 2d 36, 267 SC 80 (1976) 

ATTORNEV GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

'1 he Governor may appoint County 
Commi'5ioneu of Election in Dorches
ter County upon the recommendation 
of one of the county'! Senator! and a 
m;:\jority of the members of the HOU5e 
of Repre5entatives from the cOUllty,' 
but 5uch appointment mU5t be made at 
least thirty days prior to the election. 
1971-72 Op', Att'y Cen., No SS70, P 
220. 

The terms for the commissioners of 
t'lcction (lrt: for 1\ .... 0 years from the date, 
of appOilltlllt'1I1 by Ihe Governor,' 
I Q71i· 77 Op AIIV (~ell, 1'\0 77A2, p 42. 

A county election commission has no 
authority to conduct municipal 
elections when called upon to do so by 
1llllnil'ilxll deni()fl commissions, Op. 
,\II'~ (;t'II, to (:harle~ ~I, 'I'immons. Jail. 

I r, I ','.so, 

If there has not been a reappointment of 
the Board the people holding over serve in 
a de facto capacity; however. there is a 

: vacancy that can be filled at any time. Op, 
AllY. Gen. 10 Hon. H. ElJis, Mar. 7, 1983. 

This section and sec. 5-15-100, when read 
lOgether, require the municipal election 

I commission to appoint at least three 
managers for each precinct. Op. Atty. Gen. 
to Mr. J. Norman Phillips, Jan. 9, 1980. 

There are no statutory provisions that 
directly or by implication authorize 
municipal and county election commissions 
jointly to appoint the same poll managers 
or authorize county and municipal poll 
managers lO serve in such combined elec
tions. Op. Atty. Gen. (Q Mr. John O. Dyer, 
Oct. 18, 1982. 

§ 7-13-80, Organization of board of managers; appointment 
of clerk; oaths, 

The managers may appoint a clerk to assist them in their duties, 
who shall take the oath of office prescribed by § 26 of Article III 
of the Constitution before the chairman of the board of managers. 
The commissioners and managers at their first meeting, respec
tively, shall proceed to organize as a board by appointing one of 
their numher chairman of the board. And such chairman, in each 
instance, may administer oaths. 

IIlSTORV: 1962 Code § 2S-400.I; ;; 1952 Cod. § 25-507; 1950 (46) 2059; 1961 
(.m 48; \966 (!H) 2540, 
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§ 7-13-90. Appoinbnent of managers of primaries. 

'Ibe county committee shall meet on or before the second 
Monday in May of each general election year and appoint the 
managers for the primaries. Three managers shall be appointed 
for each voting place, and a clerk or clerks shall also be appointed 
for such voting places as the various county committees may 
detennine. Three additional managers may be appointed for any 
polling place at which five hundred or more registered electors are 
entitled to vote. The names of all managers and clerks shall be 
published in one or more county newspapers at least two weeks 
before the election. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.2; 1952 Code § 23·"6; 1950 (46) 2059, 2442; 
1954 (48) 1447; 1966 (54) 2340. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 
The right to designate the person chosen 2011. of April 5. 1966. expressly states that 

(0 assist is exclusively with the voter aild the poll manager neither designates nor 
not with the chairman of the managers or helps the person chosen to assist. 1978 Op. 
the poll manager appo;:'ted by the chair· AU'y Gen, No. 78·217. p 250. 
man. Attorney General's OpinoD Number 

§ 7-13-100. Managers shall take oath before opening polIs. 

The managers before opening the polls, shall take and sign the 
following oath: "We do solemnly swear that we will conduct this 
election according to law and will allow no person to vote who is 
not entitled by law to vote in this election, and we will not 
unlawfully assist any voter to prepare his ballot and will not advise 
any voter as to how he should vote at this election." 
HISTORY: 1962 Code f 23-400.3; 1951 Code f 15·578; 1950 (46) 1059; 1966 

(54) 1540. 

§ 7-13-110. Managers shalI be residents and registered 
electors' of counties. 

All managers of election for the various polling places in the 
State shall be residents and registered electors of the respective 
counties in which they are appointed to work or. in an adjoining 
county. 
HISTORY: 1961 Code f 13-400.5:1; 1974 (58) 1567. 

§ 7-13-120. Candidates and their relatives aha1I Dot be_
agers or cler1ca. 

(I) It shall be unlawful for a candidate or the spouse, parents, 
children, brothers or sisters of a candidate for public office to 
work as a manager or clerk of election at a polling place where 
such candidate's name appears on the ballot. 
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(2) Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction fined not 
more than one hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than 
thirty days. 
HISTORY: 1961 Code f 15:400.3:2; 1974 (58) 1109 .. 

§ 7-13-130. Managers' table; guard rail; general arrange
ment; preservation of right to vote and secrecy of ballot. 

The polling places shall be provided with a table for the 
managers. The polls shall be provided with a guard rail. so that no 
one except as herein authorized shall approach nearer than five 
feet to the booths in which the voters are pr.-paring their ballots. 
The managers at each voting place shall arrange the table. desk or 
other place upon which the ballot boxes shall be placed so that 
there shall be no crowding or confusion immediately around the 
boxes. and suitable means shall be provided to enable each voter 
to approach the boxes and deposit his ballot without interference 
or hindrance. The right to vote of each person so entitled and the 
secrecy of the ballot shall be preserved at all times. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 2S-4OO.4; 1952 Code § 2S-344; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) 2340. 

§ 7-13-140. Maintenance of order; police powers of manag-
ers_ 

Managers of election are clothed with such police powers as may 
be necessary to carry out the provisions of this article. The 
managers shall possess full authority to maintain good order at the 
polls and to enforce obedience to their lawful commands during 
an election and during the canvass and counting of the votes. All 
peace officers shall answer all such calls for help in preserving the 
peace as may be made by the managers of election. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 2S-400.5; 1952 Code § 25-360; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) 2340. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 
- '-- -

The election managers have the authority the election process can be clearly observ
to place a pollwatcher in any area that the ed. Op. Atty. Gen. to Hon. Joyce C. 
manager designates; however, the watcher Hearn, Nov. 6, 1978. 
should always be placed 'in an area where 

§ 7-13-150. Penalty for failure to assist in maintaining or
der. 

Any person who. when summoned or called upon by peace 
officers shall fail or refuse to assist him in maintaining the peace 
and good order at the polls shall be fined in a sum not to exceed 
one hundred dollars or imprisoned not to exceed thirty days. 
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HISTORY: 1962 Code § U-400.6; 1952 Cod. § 23·'61; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 
(54) 1540. 

§ 7-13-160. Peace officers shall enter polling place only on 
request or to vote. 

No sheriff, deputy sheriff, policeman or other officers shall be 
allowed to come within the polling place except to vote unless 
summoned into it by a majority of the managers. On failure of any 
sheriff, .deputy sheriff, policeman or other officer to comply with 
the provisions of the preceding sentence, the managers of elec
tion, or one of them, shall make affidavit against such sheriff, 
deputy sheriff, policeman or other officer for his arrest. , 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-400.7; 1952 Code § 23-562; 1950 (46) 1059; 1966 

(54) 2540. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

There is no prohibition to an off-duty of- uniform. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Donald 
fieer acting as a poll-watcher, if he is other- Fowler, Nov. I, 1976. 
wise Qualified and does not participate in 

§ 7-13-170. Procedure when managers fail to attend, take 
charge of, or conduct election. 

In case all of the managers shall f:"l to attend at the same time 
and place appointed for holding such poll or shall refuse or fail to 
act or in case no manager has been appointed for such poll, it 
shall be lawful for the voters present at the precinct voting place 
on that day to appoint from among the qualified voters of such 
precinct or dub the managers to act as managers in the place and 
stead of the absent managers, and anyone of the managers so 
appointed shall administer the oath to the other managers. But ii 
the duly appointed managers attend in a reasonable time, they 
shall take charge of and conduct the election. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code 115-400.8; 1951 Code 115·343; 1950 (46) 105'; I'. 
(54) 1540. 

§ 7-15-180. Po.ting proposed constitutional amendmen .. at 
polling place. 

Whenever an amendment to the Constitution of this State shall 
be voted upon at any election, the commissioners of election of 
each county in the State shall have such amendment conspicuously 
posted at each voting precinct in the county upon the day of the 
election. Such printed amendments shall be furnished to the 
commissioners of election by the Secretary of State. 
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HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-400.25; 1952 Cod. § n.n1; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 
(54) 2340. 

CASE NOTES 

P05ting do('.o; nol cure defective bal
IOI.-A ddeci or insufficiency in a bal
lot i~ not fmra bv fart that the filII lext 
of proposing re.~()llItioJl i~ pOSied in 

each voting place as required by this 
"clion. Ex pan. Tiplon. 229 SC 471. 
93 SE 640 (\956). 

§ 7-13-190. Special elections to fill vacancies for unexpired 
terms. 

(A) Except as otherwise provided in this Code as to specific offices, 
whenever a vacancy occurs in office by reason of death, resignation, or 
removal and the vacancy in office is one which is filled by a special 
election to complete the term of office, this section applies. 

(B) In partisan elections, the parties shall open filing for the office at 
noon on the third Friday after the vacancy occurs for a period to close 
ten days later at noon. A primary must be held on the eleventh 
Tuesday after the vacancy occurs. A runoff primary must be held on 
the thirteenth Tuesday after the vacancy occurs. The special election 
must be on the eighteenth Tuesday after the vacancy occurs. If the 
filing period closes on a state holiday, then filing must be held open 
through the succeeding weekday. If the date for an election falls on a 
state holiday, it must be set for the next succeeding Tuesday. 

(C) If the office is not one for which there are partisan elections, 
then the filing must be opened at noon on the third Friday after the 
vacancy occurs for a period to close ten days later at noon. The filing 
must be made to the same entity to which the nonpartisan of
ficeholders would normally file for office in a general election year. 
The election must be set for the thirteenth Tuesday after the vacancy 
occurs. Both the filing date and the election date are subject to the 
provisions in subsection (B) of this section regarding holidays. 

SEC. 
7·13-310: 
7·13·320. 
7·13-330. 
7-13-340. 
7-13-350. 

7-13-351. 
7-\3-360. 

Article 3 

Ballots for General and Special Elections 

Kinds of general election ballots; different colored paper shall be used. 
Ballot standards and specifications. 
Form of ballot; instructions. 
Printing and distribution of ballots. 
Certified candidates nominated by primary or convention shall be plac
ed on ballot. 
Nomination by petition. 
Place on ballot for write-in names. 
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7·13-370. Death. withdrawal or disqualification of candidate after name printed 
on ballot. 

7·13·380. Reprinting ballots to delete name of deceased or withdrawn candidate 
is optional. 

7·13·390. Limitations of withdrawal of candidacy. 
7·13400. Form of ballot when questions are submitted. 
7·13·410. Ballots where both state-wide and local constitutional amendments are 

submitted. 
7·13-420. Oath of printer of ballots and assistants. 
7-13-430. Number of ballots to be provided. 
7-13-440. Voting machine ballots; arrangment of nominations. 
7-13-450. Use of voting machines shall not prohibit use of separate ballots on 

certain questions. 

§ 7-13-310. Kinds of general election ballots; dift'erent col. 
ore~ paper shall be used. 

In the general elections provided for in § 7-13-10, there shall 
be four kinds of ballots called, respectively: "Official Ballot for 
Presidential Elector"; "Official Ballot for State Offices, United 
States Senator and Members of Congress"; "Official Ballot for 
State Senator, Member of the House of Representatives, County, 
Circuit and Other Offices" and "Official Ballot on Constitutional 
Amendments or other Propositions Submitted." Each such kind of 
ballot shall be printed upon different colored paper as shall be 
provided for by the executive director. 

HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 2'-400.11; 1952 Code § U-'08; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 
(54) 2340; 1968 (55) 2'16; 1974 (58) 2124. 

Cross references-
As to constitutional provision that ~l~ctions ar~ to b~ by Sf!'cr~t ballot. !f!'~ SC 

Const, Art 2, § I. 
As 10 ballots for multiple offices, see § 7-1~0. 
As to ballots for House of Representatives offic~s, see § 2-1-30. 
As to ballot! for S~nate offices. see § 2-1-60. 

Research and Practice References-
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 204. 
29 CjS. Elections §§ 152 et seq. 

7·13·320. Ballol slandards and specifications. 
General election ballots shall conform to the following standards and 

specifications: 
(A) the ballot shall be printed on paper of such thickness that the prin

ting cannot be distinguished from the back and shall be of such size and 
color as directed by the Sta\e Election Commission. If more than one 
ballot is to be used in any election, each such ballot shall be printed upon 
different colored paper; 

(B)Across the top of the ballot shall be printed "Official Ballot, General 
Election," beneath which shall be printed the date of the election, the 
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county and the precinct. Above the caption of each ballot shall be one 
stub, with a perforated line between the stub and the top of the ballot. 
The stub shall have printed thereon "Official Ballot, General Election" 
and then shall appear the name of the county, the precinct and the date 
of the election. On the righi side there shall be a blank line under which 
there shall be "Initials of Issuing Officer." Stubs on ballots for each 
precinct shall be prenumbered consecutively, beginning with No. I; 

(C) On the ballot for presidential electors there shall be printed, under 
the titles of the offices, the names of the candidates for President and 
Vice President of the United States nominated by each political party 
qualified under the provisions of § 7-9-10 and those nominated by peti
tion. A separate column shall be assigned to each political party with 
candidates and to each separate petition slate of candidates on the ballot 
and each party and each petition candidates's columns shall be separated 
by distinct black lines. At the head of each column the party or petition 
name shall be printed in large type and below it a circle, one-half inch 
in diameter, and below the circle the names of the party's and petition 
candidates for President and Vice President in that order. On the face 
of the ballot above the party and petition candidate's column division 
the following instruction shall be printed in heavy black type: 

"a. To vote this ballot make a cross (X) in the circle below the 
name of the political party or petition column for whose candidates you 
wish to vote. 

b. A vote for the names of a political party's candidates or peti
tion candidates for President and Vice President is a vote for the elec
tors of that party or petition candidates, the names of whom are on file 
with the Secretary of State." 

On the bottom of the ballot shall be printed an identified facsimile 
of the signature of the Executive Director of the State Election 
Commission. 

The official ballot for presidential electors shall not be combined with 
any other official ballots. 

(D) The names of candidates offering for any other office shall be 
placed in the proper place on the appropriate ballot, stating whether it 
is_l!state, congressional, legislative, coun~y or other office. 

(E) The names of the several officers to be voted for and the tickets 
of the parties and petition candidates shall be placed on the ballots in 
an order as arranged by the State Election Commission as to those ballots 
for which it is responsible for distribution and by the commissioners of 
elect ion for the respective counties as to the ballots for whiCh they are 
responsible for distribution, including those for State Senator and member 
of the House of Representatives. If the State Senator or member of the 
House of Representatives or any other officer is to be elected from !'lore 
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than one county, the commissioners of election from the various coun
ties from which they are to be elected shall assure that there shall be 

<1iformity of placement on the ballots of their respective counties and 
should the commissioners fail to agree within sixty days prior to the 
general election, and upon receipt of written certification by at least one 
commissioner, that they have failed to act, the State Election Commis
sion shall determine the order of placing the names on the ballots. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23·400. 12; 1952 Code § 23·309; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 (54) 2340; 
1968 (55) 2316; 1974 (58) 2124; 1982 (62) 2470; 1984 Act No. 402 

Research and Practice Reference ..... 
26 Am Jur 2d. Elections § 205. 
29 CjS, Elections § 156. 
9 Am Jur PI & Pr Forms (Rev ed). Elections, Form 66 (order for alternative 

writ of mandamus to issue. requiring county clerk to permit inspeclion of ballots). 

CASE NOTES 

Printing Christian or given name of Derivative of candidate's name not 
candidate on ballot. 'I'll(' proscribed by section. - A derivative 
n'quil'l'nll'lll of this st'criol1 th;lt the of one's given name. properly acquired 
(:andiclill<.''s n'IOH,' shall hl' placed on the under the common law and used in good 
hallot dOl'S not rdel" 10 the Christian or failh for honest purposes is nOl 

g-i\'~'n namt'. Stc\'('nson \', Ellisor, 243 proscribed by this st·(,tion. Respondent's 
S.fo;.2d ·H~ (S.C. 19iH). givcl1 l1anl(: "Ferdinan" contains the 

Nickname of candidate on ballot. - first thrcl' ICHers of the name "Nancy." 
This derision doe\ not exlt:nd to (h<..' use 11 is lhcrefore a derivati\'e. albeit a less 
of nicknames on lht, halleH. Nicknam('s, common one, just as "Rick" is a 
b('aring no rdation 10 a person's given d(:ri\'3tin' of "Richard" and "Sue" is a 
name. remain outside the scope of this derivative of "Susan." Stevenson v. 
,,·ction. Steven"ln \. Ellisor. 243 S.t:. 2d t:lli,or, 243 S.t:. 2d 445 (S.C. 1978). 
445 (S.C. 197M). Injunction.-As to injunction against 

Derivative of candidate's name may the Secretary of State to prevent the 
appear on ballot. - The opinions of the use of George Wallace's name on the 
Attorney G<"'neral restricting the usc of ballot of electors nominated by The 
nicknames should not bar the use of a South Carolina Independent Party, see 
derivative of one', given name. properly Wallace v Thornton, 251 SC 519, 162 
acquired under the common law and SE2d 275 (1968). 
used in good faith for honest purposes. 
Ste\,cnson v. 1':llisor. 243 S.I':. 2d 445 
(S.C. 1978). 

ATrORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Neither one's tide nor nickname may 
be printed on a general election ballot. 
1967-68 Ops. AIl'y Gen .. No 2489, p 
161. 

One may not run as a write-in candi
date for magistrate at a general elec
tion. 1967-68 Ops. All'y Gen" No 
2581. p 285. 
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A diminutive name is equivalent to a 
derivative name and is not a nickname 
wholly unrelated to the given names, and 
may be placed on the general election 
ballot. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James F. 
Hendrix, Sept. 30, 1980. 

"Fritz" is a diminutive of the given name 
•• Frederick" and may be placed on the 

ballot while "Pug" is not a diminutive or 
a derivative of either "Charles" or 
"DuFort" and, therefore, would still be 
considered a nickname bearing no relation
ship to that person's given name. Op. At
ty. Gen. to Mr. James F. Hendrix, Sept. 
30, 1980 . 

§ 7-lS-3S0. Form of ballot; Instructions. 

The arrangement of general election ballots contammg the 
names of candidates for 9ffice shall conform as nearly as possible 
to the following plan. with a column or columns added in case of 
nomination by petition and a blank column added for write·in 
votes. and shall contain the specified instructions there set forth 
and no other: 

GENERAL ELECTION OFFICIAL BALLOT 
No. ______ COUNTY. SOUTH CAROLINA 

November __ • 19_ 

Initials of Issuing Officer 

OFFICIAL BALLOT 
GENERAL ELECTION 

_______ County. South Carolina 

November __ • 19_ 
Precint ___ _ 

INSTRUCTIONS-To vote a straight party ticket. make a cross 
(X) in the circle (0) under the name of your party. Nothing 
further need or should be done. To vote a mixed ticket. or in 
other words for candidates of different parties. omit making a 
cross (X) mark in the party circle at the top and make a cross (X) 
in the voting square 0 opposite the name of each candidate on 
the ballot for whom you wish to vote. If you wish to vote for a 
candidate not on any ticket. write or place the name of such 
candidate on your ticket opposite the name of the office. Before 
leaving the booth. fold the ballot so that the initials of the 
manager may be seen on the outside. 
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NomimJtion by 
N..,,~ of Pvty N.,.,~ of Pvty htition 

N.mnofOHia 0 0 0 

STATE Governor Govf'mor Governor 
Governor o Name of o Name of o Name of 

Candida'e Candida,e Candida .. 

J..i'eutenant Lieut, Governor Lieut. Governor Lieut. Governor 
Governor o Nome of o Name of o Name of 

Candidate Candidate Candida .. 

Secretary of Sec. of State Sec. of State Sec. of State 
Slale o Name of o Name of o Name of 

Candidate Candida,e Candidate 

CONGIlES· U.S. Senator U.S. Senator U.S. Sena,or 
SIONAL o Name of o Name of o Name of 

Senator Candida'e Candida,e Candida .. 

RepretenlabVe U.S. Rep .... U.S. Ileprc- U.S. Rep .... 
in Conareu Imtativc ImtativC' HlUative 

o Name of o Name of o Name of 
District Candidate Candida,e Candida,e 

HISTORY: 1961 Code 115-400.15; 1951 Code IIS-SIO; 1950 (46) 1059; 11166 
(54) 1540. 

Raearcb aucI PractIt:e Reference-. 
26 Am Jur 2d. Elections I 205. 
29 CjS, Elections I 156. 

CASE NOTES 
Q)toted in United Citizen. Pany v 

South Carolina State Election Comm'n. 
519 F Supp 784 (DSC 1970). 

\, 

CASE NOTES 

Failure to follow inltruclions.-The 
instructions provided in this section 
are nOl to be construed with such in
ftexible literalnes. a. to render the 
.lightest deviation from them fatal to 
the ballot. They are directory, and fail· 
ure to foUow them to the letter will not 
invalidate the ballot unless thereby 
such doubt. has been cast upon the 
voter's intention, as evidenced by his 
ballot, that to determine such intention 
would involve .peculation rather than 
reasonable inference. Redfearn v 
Board of State Canvus ... , 284 SC 
lIS, 107 SE2d 10 (1959). 

Name of pany nominee on write·in 
ballot need not be Icratched out.-Nei· 
ther this .ection nor any other provi. 
• ion of the present general election law 

requires. expressly or by necessary im
plication. that in order to vote for a 
candidate other than the pony nomi· 
nee, the voter must not only write the 
name of hi. candidate on the ballot 
oppo.ite the name of the ollice, but 
al.o .cratch out the name of the pony 
nominee. Redfearn v Board of State 
Canva ..... , 254 SC lIS, 107 SE2d 10 
(1959). 

And write-in ballot counted where 
voter marked pany circle.-Thi. sec· 
tion does not, either exprel.ly or by 
necessary implication. forbid the count
ing of a ballot for • "write.in It candi
date becau.e the voter, in addition to 
writing in the name of hi. candidate, 
has marked the pany circle. Redfearn • 
Board of State Can ... len, 284 SC 
liS, 107 SE2d 10 (1959) . 
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ATIORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Omiaaion oC straight ticket circle.- by petition where a party hal nomi· 
The straight ticket circle may be leCt off nated only one county candidate. 
the general election baUot upon the 196~ 0pI. AII'y Gen .• No 21S7. P 
requelt oC a political party or nominee 26~. 

§ '1-13-340. Printing and distribution of ballots. 
All ballots cast in general elections for national. State. county, 

municipal, district and circuit officers in the towns. counties, 
districts. circuits. cities and other political divisions shall be 
printed and distributed at public expense. The printing and 
distribution of all ballots, other than the county, State Senator, 
member of the House of Representatives. local or circuit ballots 
herein designated. the ballots for elections in cities and towns and 
the ballots for election on bonds or other local measures. shall be 
arranged a.nd handled by the State Election Commission and shall 
be paid for by. the Stllte. The State Election Commission shall have 
all necessary ballots for elections for presidential electors. State 
officers, United States Senators and members of Congress printed, 
and shall deliver such ballots to the various county commissioners 
of election at least ten days Frior to the date of the election and 
the county commissioners 0 election shall place such ballots in 
ballot boxes for distribution to the election managers of the 
various precincts. 

The printing and distribution of ballots in all State Senate. 
member of the House of Representatives. county, local and circuit 
elections shall be arranged and handled by the commissioners of 
election of the several counties and shall be paid for by the 
respective counties. and the commissioners of election shall place 
such ballots in ballot boxes for distribution to the election manag· 
ers of the various precincts. The printing and distribution of 
ballots in all municipal elections shall be arranged and handled by 
the municipal authorities conducting such elections and shall be 
paid for by the municipalities. 

The terms "municipal" and "municipalities" as used in this 
section shall be construed to include school districts. public ser· 
vice districts and like political subdivisions. 
HISTORY, 1962 Code § 29-400.14; 1952 Code 129·911; 1950 (48) 2069; 1988 

(64) 2340; 1968 (55) 2516; 1974 (58) 2124. 

§ 7 -1l3-350. Certified candidates nominated by petition, pri
mary or convention shall be placed on ballot. . 

The nominees in a party primary or party convention held under the 
provisions of this title by any political party certified by the Commis· 
sion under this title for one or more of the offices, national, state, 
circuit, multi-county district, countywide, or less than countywide, to 
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be voted on in the general election must be placed upon the appropri
ate ballot for the election as candidates nominated by party by the 
authority charged by law with preparing the ballot if the names of the 
nominees are certified by the political party chairman, vice-chairman, 
or secretary to the authority, for general elections held under Section 
7-13-10, not later than twelve o'clock noon on September first, or if 
September first falls on Sunday, not later than twelve o'clock noon on 
the following Monday; and for a special or municipal election, by at 
least twelve o'clock noon on the thirtieth day prior to the date of 
holding the election, or if the thirtieth day falls on Sunday, by twelve 
o'clock noon on the following Monday. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.15; 1952 Code § 23-312; 1950 (46) 2059; 1958 (SO) 1860; 1959 

(51) 285; 1966 (54) 2340; 1958 (55) 2316; 1974 (58) 2866; 1976 (59) 1702; 1984 Act No. 263; 
1984 Act No. 405; 1986 Act No. 344. 

a-udI uti PractIce Refereace_ 
26 Amjur 2d, Elections 1216. 
29 CjS, Elections 11161 et seq. . 
9 Am jur PI " Pr Forms (Rev ed), Elections, Form 51 (petition or application 

to require inclusion of name of nominee by petition on ballot). 

ATI'ORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 
When qualification of elector determin

ed. - Qualification of a candidate as elec
tor as required by S.C. Const., Art. 17, § 
I is determined as of time of election and 
not at time of filing of his renomination 
petition. 1967-68 Ops. Att'y Gen., No. , 
2559, p. 257, 

Appointed office not to be placed on 
ballot.-County treasurer. being an ap
poimed office, should not be placed on 
general election ballot. 1965·66 Ops. Att 'y 
Gen" No 2049, p 132. 

Multiple candidacy.-It appears that I 

there are no provisions of law dealing with . 
multiple candidacy in South Carolina, and 
in absence of such provisions, there may 
be mUltiple nominations of one name by 
several parties, 1969-70 Ops. Au'y Gen" 
No 2996, p 275, 

As a magistrate holds an appointive posi
tion, his name should not be placed on the 

, general election ballot. Op. Atty. Gen. to 
Mr. W,M. Brice, Sept. 24, 1976. 

§ 7-13-351. Nomination by Petition. 
Any nominee by petition for one or more of the offices, national, 

state, circuit, multi-county district, countywide, or less than county
wide, to be voted on in the general election must be placed upon the 
appropriate ballot by the officer, commissioners, or other authority 
charged by law with preparing the ballot if the petition is submitted to 
the officer, commissioner, or other authority, as the case may be, for 
general elections held under Section 7-13-10, not later than twelve 
o'clock noon on August first, or if August first falls on Sunday, not later 
than twelve o'clock noon on the following Monday. At the time the 
petition is submitted, the authority charged with accepting it shall 
issue a receipt to the person submitting the petition which shall reflect 
the date it was submitted and the total number of signatures contained 
therein. The board of voter registration of each respective county shall 
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check the petition at the request of the authority charged with printing 
the ballot for that office and shall certify the results to the authority not 
later than twelve o'clock noon September first, or if September first 
falls on Sunday, not later than twelve o'clock noon on the following 
Monday. 

The petition of any candidate in any special or municipal election must 
be submitted to the authority charged with printing the ballot for those 
offices not later than noon, on the forty-fifth day prior to the date of 
the holding of the election, or if the forty-fifth day falls on Sunday, by 
not later than twelve o'clock noon on the following Monday. At the time 
a petition is submitted, the authority charged with accepting it must issue 
a receipt to the person submitting the petition which must reflect the 
date it was submitted and the total number of signatures contained 
therein. The board of voter registration of each respective county must 
check the petition at the request of the authority charged with printing 
of the ballots for that office and must certify the results thereof to the 
authority not later than twelve o'clock noon on the thirtieth day prior 
to the date of holding the election; or if the thirtieth day falls on a Sun
day, by twelve o'clock noon on the following Monday. 

Once submitted for verification, a petition for nomination of a can
didate for any office may not be returned to the petitioner, but must 
be retained by the authority to whom the petition was submitted and 
must become a part of the records of the election for which it was 
submitted. 

HISTORY: 1984 Act No. 263 Ef!. date 1/27/84; 1986 Act No. 344. 

ATIORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

A petition candidate for the House in a 
multicounty district should file with the 
State Election Commisssion and not with 
the county election commissions of the 
counties the office would represent. Op. 
Atty. Gen. to Ms. Janet Palazzolo, Oct. 21, 
1980. 

Petitions filed with an election authori
ty are not presumed to be valid, and the 

election authority must undertake some 
reasonable and reliable procedure to con
firm that the petitions comply with the 
statutory requirements. Op. Any. Gen. to 
Mr. James B. Ellisor, Sept. 22, 1978. 

The form of the confirming procedure 
is within the discretion of the election 
authority. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B. 
Ellisor. Sept. 22. 1978. 

§ 7-13-352. Nomination by Statement of Candidacy. 
Any candidate for a nonpartisan office, multi-county district, 

countywide or less than countywide, to be voted on at the time of the 
general election, who qualifies by statement of candidacy shall file the 
statement of candidacy with the authority responsible by law for 
conducting the election not later than twelve o'clock noon on Sep-
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tember first, or if September first falls on Sunday, not later than twelve 
o'clock noon on the following Monday. 

§ 7-15-360. Place on ballot for write-In name •• 
The ballots shall also contain a place for voters to write in the name 

of any other person for whom they wish to vote except on ballots for 
the election of the President and Vice President. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.17; 1952 Code §23-314; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 
(54) 2349; 1982 (62) 2470. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

When one of two candidates died a week 
before the election, sufficient time did not 
exist to allow other candidates to file for 
election and therefore, if any voters desired 
to vote for another candidate, they would 
have to use the write-in procedure. Op. At
ty. Gen. to Mr. Herman E. Cox, Oct. 31, 
1977. 

Write-in candidates do nut meet the 
statuary requirements for being placed on 
the ballot as petition, primary or conven-

tion candidates; however. if a write-in can
didate receives the most votes and is other
wise legally qualified. he would win that 
election. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Leroy 
Pendleton. Sept. 24. 1980. 

An active campaign for a write-in elec
tion by a disqualified candidate would still 
place the candidate in the position of 
violating his pledge. Op. Atty. Gen. to 
Hon. Patrick B. Harris. May 26. 1980. 

§ 7-13-370. Death, withdrawal or disqualification of candi· 
date after name printed on ballot. 

If any candidate dies. withdraws or otherwise becomes disquali. 
fied after his name has been printed on an official election ballot 
and if any person is nominated. as authorized by law. to fill such 
vacancy. the name of the candidate so nominated to fill such 
vacancy need not be printed upon the ballots. but the name of 
such candidate so nominated shall be certified by the party execu
tive committee making the nomination to the officer. commission
ers or other authority charged with the duty of printing such 
ballots and a vote cast by a voter for the name of the candidate 
printed on the ballot who has either died. withdrawn or otherwise 
become disqualified shall be counted as a vote for the candidate 
subsequently nominated to fill such vacancy whose name is on file 
with such officer. commissioners. or other authority. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.18; 1952 Code § 23-315; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) 2340. 

Editor's Note -
Sentl)11 i-I:~-:G() 1)I'()\j(lc., lli:11 111l" IIdllll."_' 1)1' calldidal{" n())llinaICd ItH" public 

()llin" ,h"III)(' (,{,rltlit'd I)y 11i(' l>cdili!":!1 I)any chairm;\ll, \'in.'-dlairm~1Il OT S('{"Tctary 

in lilt' LI.'{' HI :1 )l;II'I~ r:lIldidal(" and h\" IIi(' P(T:\OI1 :l1uhori/.l'd 1o TC(('jVC .1 pl·tition 
\\'h<.'ll dll' (;\lIClid:llt' i., IInl ;\ p:lrly lllllllinl't', 

Research and Practice References-
26 AmJur 20, EleClion!'> § 217. 
29 CjS. EleClions § 167. 
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ATIORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

When on of two candidates died a week before 
the election, sufficient time did not exist to allow 
other candidates to file for election and therefor, 
if any voters desired to vote for another can-

didale, they would have to use the write-in pro
cedure. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Herman E. Cox, 
Oct. 31, 1977. 

§ 7-13-380. Reprinting ballots to delete name of deceased 
or withdrawn candidate is optional. 

After the official ballots have been printed by the proper officer, 
commissioners or other authority, the death or withdrawal of a 
candidate whose name is printed on the official ballot shall not 
require such officer, commissioners or other authority to reprint 
the official ballots, but the officer, commissioners or other author· 
ity having jurisdiction over the printing and distribution of the 
ballots concerned may cause such ballots to be reprinted and be 
substituted in all respects tor the first printed ballots if such 
substitution is deemed feasible and advisable. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. 125-400.19; 1952 Code 125·316; 1950 (46) 1059; 1966 

(54) 1540. 
R_arch and Practice Ref.ren ...... 

26 AmJur 2d, Election.§217. 
29 CjS, Election. § 167. 

§ 7-13-390. Limitations on withdrawal of candidacy. 
After the proper officer, commissioners or other authority has 

been notified of the nomination, as hereinbefore specified, of any 
candidate for office, he shall not withdraw such nomination unless 
upon the written request of the candidate so nominated made at 
least thirty days before the day of election. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.20; 1952 Code § 25·517; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) 2540. 

Attorney General's Opinions 

Construing this section and 7·11·50 because of later adopted provisions of law, 
together. it seeems clear that normally a withdrawal at any time may be made in eer
candidate cannot withdraw his candidacy tain specified situations. Op. Atty. Gen. to 
within thirty days of an election; but a Congressman, Oct. 10, 1980. 

§ 7-13-400. Form of ballot when questions are submitted, 
The form of ballot in an election on the issuance of bonds or in 

which any other question or issue is submitted to a vote of the 
people shall be a statement of the question o~ questions and shall 
thereafter have the following words: 

In favor of the question or issue (as the case may be)D 
Opposed to the question or issue (as the case may be)D 
The voter shall be instructed in substance, if he wishes to vote 

in favor of the proposition to place a check or cross mark in the 
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square after the words first above written and if he wishes to vote 
against the proposition to place a check or cross mark in the 
square after the words second above written. 

Nothing herein shall be construed to prevent any party from 
submitting to party members any question or issue. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 2!-400.21; 1952 Code § 2!·!18; 1950 (46) 2059, 2S55; 

1966 (54) 2!40. 

Crosl references-
As to form of ballot in election as to issuance of municipal general obligation 

bond ..... § 5-21-310. 

Research and Practice References-
26 Am Jur 2d. Elections § 221. 
29 CjS. Elections § 170. 

CASE NOTES 

Directions 35 to form of ballot are 
mandatory.-Ex parte Riggs. 52 SC 
298.29 SE 645 (1898). 

Secrecy of ballot is essential.-Stale 
v State Board. 78 SC 461. 59 SE 145 
(1907). 

Word "ballot" implying secrecy of 
voting.-State v State Board, 78 SC 
461.59 SE 145 (1907). 

Participation in election where Sf'-

creey of ballot is being violated does 
not estop voter from contesting elec
tian.-Where a local option election 
waS so held as to destroy the secrecy of 
the hallot, an elector I by voting with
out protest. did not estop himself from 
contesting the election. State v Slate 
Board. 78 SC 461. 59 SE 145 (1907). 

Cited in Bolt v Cobb. 225 SC 408. 
82 SE2d 789 (1954). 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 
Methods of providing for appearance 

of questions on ballot.-The available 
methods of providing for the appear
ance of questions and issues on ballots 
is by consent of the political party 
conducting the election in the case of 
primary electio~~. !!Id !>y st~t.utory au
thorization in the case of general elec
tions. 1965-66 Ops. AU'y Gen.. No 
2002. p 63. 

Advisory referendum requires legis
lative authority. 1969-70 Op •. All'y 
Gen .• No 2955. p 190. 

Two referenda or questions, where pro
perly stated and separated. may be placed 
on a single ballot. Op. AUy. Gen. to Ms. 
Deborah C. Westbrook. Aug. 27. 1982. 

A ballot in a referendum should contain 
only the questions as set out in the petition 
or as called for by the council. 1983 Op. 
AUy. Gen .• No. 83-16. p. 32. 

§ 7-13-410. Ballots where both state-wide and local consti
tutional amendments are submitted. 

Whenever at any general election proposed amendments to the 
Constitution of both state-wide and local natures are submitted to 
the qualified electors of the State, the State officer charged with 
the duty of preparing the ballots shall arrange and classify the 
proposed amendments on such ballots as follows: 

At the top of one ballot shall be printed the words "Statewide 
Constitutional Amendments." Under this heading there shall be 
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placed the various proposed amendments of a state-wide nature. 
At the top of a separate ballot shall be printed the words "Local 
Constitutional Amendments." Under this heading there shall be 
printed in alphabetical order the names of the various counties of 
the State affected by any proposed local amendments and under 
the name of each county the particular amendment affecting such 
county, or any particular subdivision thereof, or municipality 
situated therein, but when any proposed amendment relates to 
two or more counties such proposed amendment shall be listed 
under a joint heading combined of the names of such counties. 
The heading shall be printed in larger type than that used in 
printing the proposed amendment. 

Ballots for the state-wide constitutional amendments shall be 
printed on white paper and ballots for the local constitutional 
amendments shall be printed on a paper other than white. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-400.22; 1952 Code § 25-319; 1950 (46) 2059; 1965 

(54) 175; 1966 (54) 2540. 

Reaenrcb ond PrDctice Referenc_ 
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 222. 
29 CjS. Elections 1170. 

ATIORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Advisory referendum requires legis
lative authority. 1969-70 Ops. All'y 
Gen., No 2955, p 190. 

§ 7-13-420. Oath of printer of ballotll and assiDtantll. 
The printer with whom the executive director, commissioners of 

election or other authority, as the case may be, shall contract for 
the printing of official ballots shall, before the work is commenced, 
take an oath before the Executive Director of the State Election 
Commission or the chairman of the commissioners or other 
authority, as the case may be, who may administer such oath, to 
the following effect: "I, , do solemnly swear that 1 will 
print (here insert number) ballots according to the instructions of 
the of ; that 1 will not print or permit to be 
printed, directly oT'indirectly, more than the above number; that 1 
will at once destroy all imperfect and perfect impressions other 
than those required to be delivered to the electoral board; that as 
soon as said number of ballots is printed 1 will distribute the type 
used for such work and that 1 will not communicate to anyone 
whomsoever, in any manner whatsoever, the size, style or contents 
of such ballots." 

The above oath shall be reduced to writing and signed by the 
person taking it and also a similar affidavit shall be required of any 
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employee or other person engaged upon the work or who shall 
have access to it. Any intentional violation of such oath shall 
constitute the crime of perjury. Any other violation of the provi. 
sions of this section shall be a misdemeanor and punished by a 
fine of one hundred dollars or imprisonment for thirty days in jail. 

Nothing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit the 
t'xecutive director, the commissioners or other authority from 
publishing or otherwise disclosing the contents, style and size of 
ballots required to be printed by them which they are respectively 
authorized and empowered to publish or otherwise disclose. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 25-400.24; 1952 Cod. § 25·520; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) 2540; 1968 (55) 1S16. 

§ 7-13-430. Number of ballots to be provided. 
There shall be provided for each voting place where voting 

machines are not used as many ballots as is equal to one hundred 
and ten perrent of the registered qualified voters at such voting 
place. There shall be provided for each voting place where voting 
machines are used as many ballots as are equal to ten percent of 
the registered qualified voters at such voting place. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 25-400.25; 1952 Code § 25·347; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) 2540. 

Research and Practice References--
29 CJS. Election, § 155. 

§ 7-13-440. Voting machine ballots; arrangement of nomi· 
nationa. 

In every county, city or town providing voting machines, the 
. commissioners of election shall furnish to the managers of election 
a sufficient number of ballots printed on clear white paper, of such 
form and size as will fit the ballot frames of the machines, the 
arrangement of the names of the candidates on such ballots to be 
prescribed by the commissioners of election. Party nominations 
shall be arranged on each voting machine either in columns or 
horizontal rows, as shall nominations by petition, and the captions 
of the various ballots on such machines shall be so placed as to 
indicate to the voter what push knob, key lever or other device is 
to be used or operated in order to vote for the candidate or 
candidates of his choice. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 25-400.26; 1966 (54) 2340. 

Relearch and Pracdce Reference .... 
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections t 207. 
29 CJS. Elections t 158. 
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ATIORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Only voting machines with master 
levers have been approved for usC' in 
South Carolina. 1967-68 Ops. All'Y 
Gen., No 2498, p 175. 

Under 1962 Code § 25-400.26 [1976 
Code § 7-13-440], voting machines 

must be constructed to allow a voter to 
vote for all candidates of one party at 
any level of government. 1975-76 Op 
AllY Gen, No 4464, p 326. 

§ 7-13-450. Use of voting machines shall not prohibit use 
of separate ballots on certain questions. 

The use of voting machines in an election shall not prohibit the 
use of a separate ballot for constitutional amendments and other 
public measures. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code t 23-400,27; 1966 (54) 2340. 

Research and Practice Referencel-
26 Am Jur 2d, Election. t 206. 
29 CjS, Elections t 157. 

ATIORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Separate paper ballou for constitu
tional amendmenu.-h Wa5 the intenl 
of the legislature that separate paper 
ballots should be used for constitu
tional amendments where it is impossi
ble (0 place the amendmenls on the 
machine rhemsdvC's due to 'pace re-

quir<men". 1967-68 Ops. All'y Gen .• 
No 2505. p 185. 

Constitutional amendments cannot 
be placed on it voting machine by 
numb .... 1967-68 Op •. All'y Gen .• No 
2503. p 183. 

ARTICLE 5 

BALLOTS FOR PRIMARY ELECTIONS 

SEC. 

7-13·-610. Ballot specifications. 
7-15-620. Numb .. of ballo" provided. 

§ 7-13-610. Ballot specifications. 
The ballots shall contain in print the names of all candidates 

and shall have a stub at the top perforated so as to be easily 
detached. On the stub shall be printed "Official Ballot," Club 
,,--_-:-_' No. . On the right side there shall be a blank 
line under which shall be printed "Initials of Issuing Officer." The 
numbers shall run seriatim for each club. The ballots shall be 
furnished by the State committee for all except county officers, 
congressmen and circuit solicitors, for which the county committee 
shall furnish the ballots. One ballot shall contain the names of all 
persons running for State offices and United States Senator. The 
other ballot shall contain the names of all persons running for the 
General Assembly, county offices. congressmen and solicitors. 
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All ballots furnished by the State committee hereunder shall 
have marked thereon in plain type, both on the stub and on the 
ballot proper the words "State Ballot" and all ballots furnished by 
the county committee hereunder shall have marked thereon in 
plain type, both on the stub and on the ballot proper the words 
"County Ballot." 

The State ballot shall be printed on yellow paper and the boxes 
in which it is to be deposited shall be painted the same color. The 
county ballot shall be printed on plain white paper and the boxes 
in which it is to be deposited shall be painted white. 

-"The ballot shall contain a voting square opposite the name of each 
candidate and the voter shall vote by putting a mark in the voting square 
opposite the name of the candidate of his choice." 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.31; 1952 Code § 23-377; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 
(54) 2340; 1981 (62) I. 

Cross references-
As 10 constitutional prO\ ision that declions are to be by secret ballol. see SC 

Consl. Art 2, § I. 

Research and Practice References-
29 qS. Eleclions §§ 118(1) el seq. 

§ 7-13-620. Number of ballots provided. 
There shall be provided for each voting place where voting 

machines are not used as many ballots as is equal to one hundred 
and ten percent of the registered qualified voters at such voting 
place. There shall be provided for each voting place where voting 
machines are used as many ballots as is equal to ten percent of the 
registered qualified voters at such voting place. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 1S-400.32; 1952 Code 123-347; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) ~~4$!._~ 

SEC. 
VOTING PROVISIONS ApPLICABLE TO ALL ELECTIONS 

7-IS-710. Proof of right to vote; signing poll Ii,,; comparison ofsignature •. 
7-1!I-720. Oath of voter. 
7-15-7S0. Delivery and marking of ballot; deposit into ballot box. 
7-18-740. Number and construction of booths; only one voter in booth at a 

time; speaking to voter prohibited. 
7-13-760. Time when voter must leave booth" and voting place; voter must be 

alone in booth and must not talk while voting. 
7-13-770. Unauthorized persons not allowed within guard rail; voter may obtain 

assistance. 
7-1~-780. Designation of voters who may receive assistance. 
7-13-790. Substitute for marred or defaced ballot. 
7-13-800. Write-ins shall be in handwriting of voter or authorized manager. 
7-13-810. Prevention of illegal voting or taking too much time; challenging 

voters. 
7-13-820. Voting by person whose name is not on precinct list. 
7-IS-8S0. Procedure when voler challenged. 
7-1~-840. Ballot boxes; number, location, construction, color, labeling. 
7-13-850. Closing polls; voters waiting may vote. 
7-13-860. Watchers; appointment, qualifications, identification, and conduct. 
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§7.13· 710. Proof of right to vote; signing poll list; comparison of 
signatures. 

When any person presents himself to vote, he must produce his valid 
South Carolina driver's license or other form of identification contain· 
ing a photograph issued by the South Carolina Department of Highways 
and Public Transportation (SCDHPT), if he is not licensed to drive; pro
vided, however, that any person registered prior to the effective date of 
this act who does not possess a driver's license or other form of iden
tification containing a photograph may vote upon production of a valid 
registration certificate; provided. further, however, that if such person 
loses or defaces his registration certificate, he must, thereafter, obtain 
a South Carolina driver's license or other form of identification con
taining a photograph issued by the SCDHPT before voting in any subse
quent election. Any elector may also he permitted to vote if he presents, 
in lieu of a valid driver's license or other photo identification, the writ
ten notification issued to him by the Board of Registration provided for 
by Section 7-5-180 if the notification has been signed by the elector. His 
name must be checked by one of the managers on the margin of the page 
opposite to his name upon the registration books, or copy of the books, 

. furnished by the board of registration. The managers must keep a poll 
list which shall contain one column headed 'Names of Voters'. Before 
any ballot is delivered to a voter, the voter must sign his name on the 
poll list which must be furnished to the appropriate election officials by 
the State Election Commission. At the top of each page the voter's oart: 
approriate to the election must be printed. The signing of the poll list 
or the marking of the poll list is considered to be an affirmation of the 
oath by the voter. One of the managers must compare the signature on 
the poll list with the signature on the voter's driver's license or other 
identification and may require further identification of the voter and pro
of of his right to voter unde this Title as he considers necessary. If the 
voter is unable to write or if the voter is prevented from signing by physical 
handicap, he may sign his name to the poll list by mark with the assistance 
of one the managers. 

HISTORY: 1961 Code § 13-400.51; 1951 Cod. §§ 13·380; 1950 (46) 1059; 1966 (54) 1340; 
1068 (55) 1316, 1984 Ad No. 510. 

Related Local Law,-
For a local law regarding rosters of electors in Dillon and Spartanburg Counties, see 

Local Law Index. 

Research and Practice References-
26 Am lur 2d. Elections §137. 
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ATfORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Registration cenificate lacking attes
tation as to elector', signature.-A 
challenge by a poll watcher of a vote is 
not proper, nece"S5arily. where a voter', 
registration certificate" merely lacks the 
attestation of a board member I deputy 
member or clerk as ,0 the signature of 
the elector appearing thereon. 1970-71 
Ops. All'y G.n .. No 3193. p 167. 

§ 7-13-720. Oath of voter. 

A woman whose name appears on the 
registration list under her maiden name but 
has since married and changed her name 
would not be denied the right to vote. Op. 
Atty. Gen. to Mr. John K. deloach. Jr.. 
Oct. 13. 1976. 

In the event the oath is not printed at the top of the poll list as 
provided for in § 7-13-710, the managers of election shall admin
ister to each person offering to vote an oath that he is qualified to 
vote at this election, according to the laws and Constitution of this 
State, and that he has not voted during this election. 
HISTORY: 1961 Code I U-400.51; 1951 Code I U-H6; 1950 (46) 1059; 1966 

(54) !S40. 

Cro •• reference ...... 
A. to punishm.nt for f ..... wearing at e1.ction ••••• t 7-25-150. 

CASE NOTES 
In the reception of votes the office of 

manager under this section is purely a 
ministerial one. State v Bruce. !I Brev 
(5 Sell 264. 

The provisions as to the administer· 
ing or the oath is not mandatory or 
imperative. but is directory only. State 
Y St.t. Board. 86 se 451. 68 SE 676 
(1910). S •• also. Smith Y Say •. 130 se 
20. 125 SE 269 (1924). 

And violation or such provision does 
not vitiate election.-It is well settled 
that the violation of such provisions of 
the nction as merely regulate the con~ 
duct of elections is nOl, in the absence 
of fraud. vitiative. unleu it is made to 
appear that the result was thereby ar
f.ct.d. Stat. y Stat. Board. 86 se 451. 
68 SE 676 (1910). S ••• 1.0. Smith y 

Say •• 130 se 20. 125 SE 269 (1924). 

§ 7-13-730. Delivery and marking of ballot; deposit into 
ballot box. 

If the managers are reasonably sure that the person is entitled 
to vote, they shall then· deliver a ballot to such person, and 
thereupon the voter shall immediately go to the booth and mark 
his ballot preparatory to depositing it in the ballot box. After the 
voter has marked his ballot, he shall fold it so as to leave the stub 
remaining attached thereto visible in such position that it can be 
detached without unfolding. When the ballot is returned, one of 
the managers shall detach and retain the stub, and the voter shall 
then deposit his folded ballot in the box. 
HISTORY, 1961 Code 115-400.1'; IIlI1 Code 111'."'. IS481, 1910 (46) 

1019; 1966 (54) 1'40. 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Sample ballots. - It is permissible to 
send out a sample ballot and thereafter 
for electors to take it with them into the 

A person may carry in a sample ballot 
or notes coneering which candidate they 
desire to vote for and there is no direct pro
hibition against one voter giving these notes 
or sample ballots to another voter. Op. At
ty. Gen. to Mr. Ladson F. Howell, Nov. 
21, 1980. 

voting hooth. Op. AtCy Gen. to Mr. 
Walter Mosley, Jr., June 24, 1980. 

This procedure would appear to come 
within the prohibition of this section if one 
voter was in some manner forcing another 
voter to accept this list against that voter's 
will. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Ladson F. 
Howell, Nov. 21, 1980. . 

§ 7-15-740. Number and cOlUtruction of boothl; only aile 
voter In booth at a time; .peaklng to voter prohibited. 

There shall be provided at each polling precinct at least one 
booth. At least one booth shall be provided for each two hundred 
and fifty registered dectors or a major fraction thereof of the 
precinct. The booths shall be made of wood, sheet metal or any 
other suitable substance, shall not be less than thirty-two inches 
wide, thirty-two inches deep and six feet six inches high, shall be 
provided with a curtain hanging fwm the top in front to within 
three feet of the floor and shall have a suitable shelf on which the 
voter 'can prepar ... his ballot. In general and special elections the 
booths shall be provided by the commissioners of election or 
other electoral board; in primaries by the county comminee. But 
one voter shall be allowed to enter any booth at a time, and no 
one except as provided herein shall be allowed to speak to a voter 
while in tht' booth preparing his ballot. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-400.54; 1952 Cod. § 23-348; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) 2340, 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

When voter is permitted to have another 
person in booth.-A voter can have 
another person in the voting booth with 
him for the purpose of assistance only in 
the event that he is either unable to write 
or that he is physically unable to or 
physically incapacitated from preparing his 
ballot or voting. J965-66 Ops. Atty. Gen., 
No 2005, p. 66. 
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A voter's wife is only permitted inside 
the voting booth with the voter in the event 
the voter is either illiterate or physically 
handicapped, and the voter's wife must 
have been designated by the voter as the 
bystander he wishes to enter the voting 
booth with him. 1965-66 Ops. Au'y. Gen., 
No 2005, p. 66. 



§ 7-13-760. Time when voter must leave booth and voting 
place; voter must be alone In booth and must not talk while 
voting. 

No voter, while receiving, preparing and casting his ballot, shall 
occupy a booth or compartment for a longer time than live 
minutes. No voter shall be allowed to occupy a booth or compart· 
ment already occupied by another, nor to speak or converse with 
anyone, except as herein provided, while in the booth. Mter 
having voted, or declined or failed to vote within live minutes, the 
voter shall immediately withdraw from the voting place and shall 
not enter the polling place again during the election. 
HISTORY, 1962 Code f 25-400.55; 1952 Code f 25.549; 1950 (46) 1059; 1966 

(54) 2540. 

R_arcb and Practice Reference.-
26 Am Jur 2d, Election. f 242. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Electors may remain to serve as 
bystanders.-While a poll manager has 
the discretion under this section and § 
7-13-810 to require persons to vote 
promptly and move away from the 
immediate vicinity of the voting booths 
or area where the ballots are marked, 
the clear intent of these sections is to 
prevent illegal voting and interference 
with the orderly election process. They 
are not designed to prevent the public 

from observing the voting process and 
remaining in the vicinity of the polling 
place. so long as they are orderly and 
do not interfere with the voting pro
cess. Thus, jf such persons are electors 
of the precinct, they may serve as 
bystanders when they are designated 
by the voter, whether or not they have 
already voted. Op. AIl'y Gen. to Han. 
e. Heyward Belser, Nov. 2, 1978. 

§ 7-13-770. Unauthorized peRona not allowed within guard 
rail; voter may obtain assistance. 

No person other than a voter preparing his ballot is allowed within 
the guard rail, except as provided in this section. A voter who requires 
assistance to vote by reason of blindness, disability, or inability to read 
or write shall make the fact known to the managers. The chairman of 
the managers shall appoint one of the managers and any person of the 
voter's choice, other than the voter's employer or agent of that employer 
or officer or agent of the voter's union to assist the voter in preparing 
his ballot. After the voter's ballot has been prepared, the person chosen 
by the voter to assist him shall immediately leave the vicinity of the guard 
rail. In lieu of the above assistance a person may have a member of his 
family or in the case of a blind voter, any person of his choosing render 
him assistance in voting without the presence of a manager. The term 
'family' means spouse, father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, 
grandfather, grandmother, grandson, granddaughter, aunt, unde, niece, 
or nephew. 103 



HISTORY: t962 Code § 23-400.56; t952 Code § 23-350; t950 (46) 2059; t966 (54) 2340; 
t970 (56) t9\3; t984 Act No. 445. 

NOTE: The provisions of Section 7-13-770 have not been pre-cleared by the U.S. Department 
of Justice and cannot be put into effect. The 1982 Amendment to the Voting Rights Act would 
apply and must be used in lieu of this section. 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 was further amended in 1982, effective January I, 1984, to 
provide that: 

"Any voter who requires assistance to vote by reason of blindness, disability, or inability to 
read or write may be given assistance by a person of the voter's choice other than the voter's 
employer or agent of that employer or officer of agent of that voter's union." 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

A literate person cannot receive as
sistance merely because he prefers 10 
have someone in the booth with him to 
assist him in marking his ballot. 1965-
66 Ops. AU'y Cen .• No 2041. p tt9. 

Unle .. he is physically handicapped. 
-A person who is able to read and 
write is not authorized to receive as
sistance unless physically handicapped. 
t96~ Ops. AU'y Cen .. No 204t. p 
119. 

The person chosen by the voter does not 
have to be a registered elector in the 
precinct. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B. 
Ellisor, Apr. 27, 1984. 

There would be no prohibition to more 

§ 7-13-771. Curb-side voting, 

When assi.tance allowed. - A voter 
is allowed to ha\'e aS5istance in marking 
his ballot on I\' if he is illiterate or 
physically unable to prepare his ballot. 
1973-74 Op. Au'y Cen .. No. 3768. p. 
144. 

The right to designate the bystander 
is esclusively with the voter and not 
with the chairman of the managers or 
the poll manager appointed by the 
chairman. 1978 Ops. AU'y Gen .. No. 
78-217, p. 

'than one voter in a precinct who are il
literate or physically handicapped choose 
the same person during the course of the 
voting day. Op. Ally. Cen. to Mr. James 
B. Ellisor. Apr. 27, 1984. 

(A) Any elector who, because of physical handicap or age, cannot 
enter the polling place in the precinct in which he is registered to vote, 
or is unable to stand in line to vote, may vote outside that polling place 
in the closest available parking area utilizing the vehicle in which he 
has been driven, or has driven to the polls. 

(B) When the managers are informed that a handicapped or elderly 
voter cannot enter the polling place or cannot stand in line to vote, the 
voter's identification required by Section 7-13-710 must be presented 
to the managers who must verify that the voter is eligible to vote. Upon 
verification of the voter's eligibility, two managers shall take the poll 
list and the voter's ballot to the voter in his vehicle outside the polling 
place. The managers shall notify any poll watchers present who, at 
their discretion, may accompany the managers as observers. Where 
the polling place uses machines for the purposes of voting, the poll 
managers must use the ballots provided under Sections 7-13-1470 or 
7-13-1870 for those voters who cannot enter the polling place. 

(e) No person other than the voter is permitted in the vehicle in 
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which the voter is casting his ballot unless the voter is entitled to 
assistance as provided in Section 7-13-770. 

(D) After the voter has voted his ballot, he must fold it so that the 
secrecy of the ballot is preserved and return it to the managers waiting 
outside the vehicle. The managers shall carry the ballot to the ballot 
box, taking care not to violate the secrecy of the ballot, and after 
detaching the stub, deposit the ballot in the ballot box. 

§ 7-13-780. Designation of voters who may receive usist
ance. 

Only those persons who are unable to read or write or who are 
physically unable or incapacitated from preparing a ballot or 
voting shall be entitled to receive assistance of any kind in voting. 
HISTORY, 1962 Cod. 12S-4OO.57; 1952 Cod. I 25-S51; 1950 (46) 2059; 1968 

(54) U40. 

RHearch and Practice Referenct!1I--
26 Am Jur 2d. Elections U 2~8-241. 
29 CjS. Election. § 208. 

If a person does not actually require 
assistance, but receives assistance, it would 
begrounds to challenge the ballot of that 
person. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. James B. 
Ellisor, Oct. 7. 1983. 

A poll watcher or other registered elec
tor may challenge the ballot of a voter on 

the grounds of unauthorized assistance 
when the watcher or other elector has in
formation or knows of his own personal 
knowledge that the voter is neither 
physically handicapped nor illiterate. Op. 
AllY. Gen. to Mr. James B. Ellisor, Oct. 
7. 1983. 

§ 7-13-790. Substitute for marred or defaced ballot. 
If a voter shall mar or deface his ballot. he may obtain one 

additional ballot upon returning to the managers in charge of the 
ballots the ballot so marred or defaced with the stub attached. The 
manager in charge of the poll list shall change the number of the 
ballot on the poll list and place the marred or defaced ballot in a 
file. No voter shall be given a second ballot until he has returned 
the first one with the stub auached. 
HISTORY, 1962 Cod. § 25-400.58; 1952 Code § 2~·552; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) 2S40. 

§ 7-13-800. Write-ins shall be in handwriting of voter or 
authorized manager. 

In casting a write-in ballot. the voter shall cast it in his own 
handwriting or in the handwriting of a duly authorized manager 
who is aiding the voter in 'casting his ballot when assistance is 
authorized by this Title. 
HISTORY, 1962 Cod. 125-400.59; 1952 Cod. f 25-524; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) 2S40. 
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ALR and L Ed Annotado_ 
Validity of write-in vote where candidate's surname only is wrinen in on ballol. 

86 ALR2d 1025. 

ATI'ORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 
The use of pasters or stickers is not 

permilled. 1965-66 Op •. All'y Cen .. 
No 2172. p ~06. 

§ 7-13-810. Prevention of illegal voting or taking too much 
time; challenging voters. 

The managers of election shall prevent any person from voting 
when they have good reason to believe such person has already 
voted. They shall refuse to allow any person to vote who is not a 
registered elector or who has become disqualified for any cause to 
vote in such voting precinct. They may also prevent any voter 
from consuming more than five minutes in voting, but no manager 
shall examine, read or handle the ballot being voted or about to 
be voted by a voter or interfere in any way' with the voting of any 
voter otherwise than as is herein provided. Any elector or qualified 
watcher may, and it shall be the dut}, of the managers of the 
election to, challenge the vote of any person who may be known 
or suspected not to be a qualified voter; provided, however, that 
such challenges by persons other than a manager shall be ad
dressed to the manager and not directly to the voter. The man
ager shall then present such challenge to the voter and act in 
accordance with the provisions hereinafter made. All such chal
lenges shall be made prior to the time a voter receives a paper 
ballot or' enters into a voting machine and no challenge shall be 
considered after that time. Provided, that such challenges may be 
made at any time prior to counting the ballots as to absentee 
voters. Nothing contained herein shall affect the right of any 
elector or qualified watcher to challenge the vote of any person 
which is fraudulent or when the challenge is based on evidence 
discovered after the vote is cast. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 15-400.60; 19!!! Cod. § U-S5S; 1950 (46) t059; 19116 

(54) 2S40; t974 (58) 2641. 

Research .nd Practice References-
26 AmJur 2d. Ele<lions 12~7, 
29 CJS. EI<Clions 1209, 

CASE NOTES 

[vidence given challeng!'d voter.
The- right 10 \lote is a substantial right 
prOitCled by law. and a voteT whose 
right ha, been challenged should be 
allowed 10 hf:'ar the evidence against 

his right. in order that he may have lite 
opportunity to adduce evidence in re
bUllal. or in .upport of hi. righI, Hyde 
• logan. 115 SC 64.101 S[ 41 (1919). 
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AlTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Any manager may handle challenge. 
-- Thc:"rt, is no requiremellt ill the law 
,hal ollly Ihe "IIt'ad" or chairman of the 
pl)1I lIlalla~t'rs handle challell)(ed 
hallots. Any lII;tnaKer lIlay handle it 

l'hallt'I1fr.((' to a person's ri~hl to vOlt'. 
Op. AII'y (;el1. to HOIl. Joyce C. Hearn. 
No\', ti, 1~I7H. 

Rt"gi5tration cC'TtifiutC' lacking aHes
Ijuion as to elector', signaturr.-A 
challt'nge by a poll watcher of a voIr is 
nOI proper. necessarily. wheTe a voteT', 
registration CC'Tlifica.te merely lacks the 
attestation of a board member, deputy 
member or clc-rk as to the signature of 
the elector appearing ther~n. 1970-71 
Op., All'y Gen .. No 5195, p 167. 

A poll watcher or other registered elec
lor may challenge the ballot of a voter on 
the grounds of unauthorized assistance 
when the watcher or other elector has in
formation or knows of his own personal 

knowledge that the voter is neither 
physically handicapped nor illiterate. Op. 
Ally. Gen. to Mr. James B. Ellisor, Oct. 
7, 1983. 

A woman whose name appears on the 
registration list under her maiden name but 
has since married and changed her name 
would not be denied the right to vote. Op. 
Atty. Gen. to Mr. John K. deLoach, Jr., 
Oct. 13, 1976. 

If a person does not actually require 
assistance, but receives assistance, it would 
be grounds to challenge the ballot of Ihat 
person. Op. Ally. Gen. to Mr. James B. 
Ellisor, Oct. 7, 1983. 

If a person atlempting to vote by 
absentee ballot is not on the list of persons 
entitled to vote by absentee ballot, it would 
be grounds to challenge the ballot Op. At
Iy. Gen. to Ms. Eloise P. Kirkland, May 
28, 1976. 

§7-13-820. Voting by person whose name is not on precinct list, 
When any person presents himself with a valid South Carolina driver's 

license or other form of identification required by Section 7-13-710, if 
he is not licensed to drive, at the polling precinct and his name does not 
appear on the registration book a manager must call the county registra
tion office from any phone available at, or away from, the polling 
precinct. The manager shall give only the name of the elector as it ap
pears on the driver's license or other form of identification, The member 
of the registration board taking the call must check the records of the 
board and if the name of the person is found and he is eligible to vote 
in the precinct the date of birth of the peson must be read to the manager 
who must then ask the person for such date, Upon answering correctly, 
the person may vote. When a manager is to make a call for such pur
pose, he must notify the poll watchers who may accompany the manager 
and have the information repeated to each of them. The manager must 
fill in the information on the driver's license or other form of identifica
tion on a form provided for that purpose before permitting such person 
to vote. In the event such call is a toll call it may be made collect and 
the registration office must accept the call. 

If the name cannot be verified by the registration board, or if a phone 
is not available, the poll manager or his designee may permit such per
son to vote after following the procedures set forth in Section 7-13-830 
and the voter must be processed as a challenged vote. The poll manager 
must be listed as the challenger. 

107 



The provisions of this section are in addition to the procedure pro
vided in Section 7-5-440. 

HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23400.600:1; 1974 (58) 2641; 1978 (61) 1539; 1984 Act No. 510. 

ATTORNEY GENF.RAL·S OPINIONS 

A person who has been deleted from the 
list of registered voters should make a per
sonal request for reinstatement of the 
reigstration board; heresay information 
from a third party would be insufficient. 
Op. Atty. Gen. to Ms. Minnie G. Johnson, 
Nov. 5, 1979. 

If a person attempting to vote by 
absentee ballot is not on the list of persons 
entilled to vote by absentee bailot, it would 

be grounds 10 challenge lhe ballot. Op. Al
ly. Gen. 10 Ms. Eloise P. Kirkland, May 
28, 1976. 

A woman whose name appears on the 
registration list under her maiden name but 
has since married and changed her name 
would nOl be denied lhe righllo vole. Op. 
Ally. Gen. 10 Mr. John K. deLoach, Jr., 
Oct. 13, 1976. 

§ 7-13-830. Procedure when voter chaUenged. 
When any person is so challenged the manager shall explain to 

him the qualifications of an elector and may examine his as to the 
same; and if the person insists that he is qualified and the 
challenge is not withdrawn his vote shall be received and placed in 
an envelope on which shall be written the name of the voter and 
that of the challenger. The challenged votes shall be kept separate 
and apart and not counted. but turned over to the commissioners 
of election or the county committee having supervision of the 
election. At the meeting specified in either § 7-17-10 or 7-17-
510. whichever is applicable. this authority shall hear all objections 
to such votes and when no person appears to sustain an objection 
made at the polls the ballot shall be removed from the envelope 
and mingled with the regular ballots and counted. When the 
challenger appears. or produces witnesses in SUppOTt of the chal
lenge. the committee in charge shall proceed to hear and deter
mine the question. Its decision shall be final. Provided, however. 
that if the voting at the voting place is being done upon voting 
machine. the managers shall provide a paper ballot which shall be 
placed in an envelope and treated as herein provided. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 2'-400.61; 1952 Code t U .. '8S; 1950 (46) 1059; 1966 
(54) IHO; 197' (58) 1861. 

Research and Practice ReCeren.-
26 AmJur 2d. EI.Clions t 2S7. 
29 CjS, EI.clion, t 209. 
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ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Failure of the Board of Canvassers 
to hear objeclions to challenged ballots 
at their first meeting after the election, 
as required by this section [Code 1962 
~ 23-400.61]. should not have the ef-

feet of denying the voter his right to 
cast ballot nor the person elected his 
right to the office. 1971-72 Op., All'y 
Gen .• No 3419. p 297. 

CASE NOTES 

The state committee properly 
excluded certain ballots Ih31 were 
found outside ballot boxes where the 
requiremclIl direcling that slich votes be 
decided al a meeting held pursuant to 
§ 7-17-510 was not fulfilled. Gregory v 
South Carolina Democratic Executive 
Commillee (IY7H.SC) 247 SE2d 439. 

County Board of Canvassers should 
have held hearing on challenges that 
certain voters were lIot residents of 
precinct in which they voted where 
challenger, precinct manager, was 
present for pllrposes of ~lIstaining 
challenges and thus, requirement of 
§ 7-13-830 was mel; challenger does not 
forfeit his l'ighlLO challenge by failing to 
appear at meeting ahow which he was 
not told; thus. wht.'re Boarn nid 1101 gi\'e 
usual notice of its meeting, challenged 
ballots must be canvassed after notice to 
all interested parties; State Boarn of 
Canvassers' tinning that t.'\'idence was 
uncontroverted Ih,H 15 ballots had been 
cast in given precinct, but in fact poll list 
and ballots established that only 9 \,Oles 
were cast, must be reversed, and since all 
reasonable infereru:es must be drawn in 
favor of validity of contested election, 
choice between two inferences must be 
made in fa\'or of validity of contested 

election. Trapp v SOllth Carolina Board 
of State Canvassers (1979. sq 255 SE2d 
670. 

Challenger must be given notice. -
While this section requires challenged 
ballots to be counted where no one 
appears to support the challenge at a 
proper meeting of the coumy board. a 
challenger does not forfeit his right by 
failing to appear at a meeting about 
which he was not told. Just as a voler 
must be given notice and an opportunity 
to be heard on the challenge of his 
ballot, so must a challenger. Trapp v. 
South Carolina Board of State 
Canvassers. 255 S.E.2d 670 (1979). 

New election held not required. - A 
new election. asserted to be required 
because of the alleged disappearance of 
six ballots, was in fact not required, 
where the State Board of Canvassers 
erred in finding the evidence as to the 
lost ballots uncontroverted, the physical 
evidence also yielding the reasonable 
inference that there were no missing 
ballots. since all reasonable inferences 
must be drawn in favor of the valid it}' of 
contested elections. Trapp \'. South 
Carolina Board of State Canvassers, 255 
S.E.2d 670 (1979). 

§ 7-13-840. Ballot boxes; number, location, construction, 
color, labeling_ 

There shall be provided for each voting place a sufficient· 
number of boxes to meet the anticipated requirements. In general 
and special elections they shall be provided by the commissioners 
of election or other electoral board; in primaries by the county 
committee. There shall always be provided at least one box for 
each kind of ballot used. An opening shall be made in the lid of 
each box not larger than sufficient for a single ballot to' be 
inserted therein at one time, through which the ballot shall be 
inserted by the person voting and by no other. Each box shall be 
provided with a sufficient lock and shall be publicly opened and 
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inspected. to show that it is empty and secure. and locked just 
before the opening of the poll. The keys shall be returned to the 
managers and the box shall not be opened during the election. 
Each box shall be labeled in plain and distinct roman letters with 
the office or officers voted for and shall be painted in a color 
corresponding to the proper ballot to be placed therein. or have 
sample ballots conspicuously affixed to the box in which like 
ballots are to be deposited. and the managers. on the demand of 
the voter. shall be required to read to him the names of the boxes. 
The ballot boxes shall be so located as to be in view of the 
persons outside of the rail at the polling place during the time of 
the voting. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 2'-400.62; 1952 Code § 2'·'54; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) UfO. 

Research and Practice Referencea-
26 AmJur 2d. Elections § 231. 
29 CIS. Elections § 194. 

§ 7-13-350. Closing poUs; voters waiting may vote. 
At the time for closing the polls the chairman of the managers 

shall announce that the polls are closed. but any voters who are in 
the process of voting or are present waiting to vote shall be 
allowed to vote before the polls close. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-400.63; 1952 Code § 23-355; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) 2340. 

Research Dnd Practice Referencea-
26 Am Jur 2d. Elections § 227. 
29 CJS. Elections § 198. 

§ 7-13-360. Watchers; appointment, qualifications, identifi
cation, and conduct. 

Each candidate who is not unopposed in the primary and each 
candidate in a general election may appoint a watcher for any 
·voting place that he may desire. Provided, however, that in any 
general or special election. all candidates who are certified by a 
political party shall be jointly represented at each polling place 
that they may desire by not more than two watchers from such 
party for each one thousand registered voters or fraction thereof 
registered at such polling place. Every watcher appointed hereun
der must be a qualified voter in the county where he is to watch. 
and must be certified to the managers of the voting precinct to 
which assigned. in writing. signed by the candidate or by an 
appropriate party official as having been designated to so act. Such 
watchers shall. at all times. wear appropriate. visible identification 
specifying the candidate or party which they represent. No such 
watcher shall conduct himself in a manner that will interfere in the 
orderly conduct of the election or influence any voter in the 
casting of his ballot. 
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HISTORY: 1961 Code § 15-400.64; 1952 Code § 15.545; 1950 (46) 1059; 1966 
(54) 1540. 

Retearch and Practice Referenc_ 
26 Am Jur 2d. Elections I 255. 
29 CjS, Elections I 200. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Placement of pollwatcber. - The 
managers have the authority to place a 
pollwatcher in any area that the manager 
designates; however, the watcher should 
always be placed in an area where the 
election process can be dearly observed. 
Op. Alt'y Gen. to Hon. Joyce C. Hearn, 
Nov. 6. 1978. 

The watcher should be given full 
opportunity to observe the election 
process and to see the signatures on the 
poll list. hut the activity of the watcher 
should not be allowed to interfere with 
the orderly conduct of the election. Op. 
AH'y Gen. to Han. Joyce c. Hearn, Nov. 
6. 1978. 

The actual physical placement of the 
watchers is one which each manager 
must make on an individual basis. The 
decision of where the poll watcher shall 
be stationed would depend in part on 
the physical set-up of the polling 
precinct, the general conduct of the 
individual watchers, etc. Op. AH'y Gen. 
to Hon. Joyce C. Hearn, Nov. 6. 1978. 

There is no prohibition to an off-duty of
ficer acting as a poll-watcher, if he is other
wise Qualified and does not participate in 
uniform. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Donald 
Fowler, Nov. I, 1976. 

ARTICLE 9 

VOTING PROVISIONS ApPLICABLE TO PRIMARY ELECTIONS 
ONLY 

SIC. 
7-15-1010. Additional oath ofyotero. 
7-15-1020. Ab.ent .. yoting not permitted in primaries; exception •. 
7-15-1050. Voting by National Guard when on duty. 
7-15-1040. No peroon to yote in more than one primary on .ame day. 

§ 7-13-1010. Additional oath ofvoten. 
The managers at each box shall require every voter to take the 

following additional oath and pledge: "I do solemnly swear or 
affirm that 1 am duly qualified to vote at this primary election and 
that I have not voted before at this primary election or in any 
other party's primary election or officially participated in the 
nominating convention for any vacancy for which this primary is 
being held." 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 2S-400.71; 1952 Code § 23-579; 1950 (46) 1059; 1964 

(5S) 1809; 1966 (54) 2340; 1972 (57) 2441. 

Relearch and Practice Referencell-
25 Am Jur 2d, Elections f 148. 
26 AmJur 2d, Elections § 291. 

111 



CASE NOTES 

The real intent of this section [Code 
1962 129-400.71 J i. to prevent a yoter 
from participating in nominating r.ri
maries of two parties in the same eo te
lion. Gordon y Executive Camm. of 
Democratic Party, 995 F Supp 166 
(DSC 1971). 

Locking a citizen into a party is un
constitutional.-No sound or compel
ling purpose can possibly justify "lock
ing" a citizen into a party and denying 
to him for a full year freedom to 
change parties. Such an arbitrary re
straint upon the voter is both unrea
sonable and unconstitutional. Gordon 
v Executive Camm. of Democratic 
Party, 995 ~. Supp 166 (DSC 1971). 

Thus former provision of oath was 
unconstitutional.-Before the 1972 
amendment, the concluding phrase of 
the oath required by this .ection [Code 
1962 1 29-400.711 purported to di.
qualify a Yoter from exercising his free
dom of the ballot in the primary of one 
party merely becau.e he had voted in 
the primary of another party within 
one year, and was an unconstitutional 
limitation upon the yoter's freedom of 

Prnons lelking oath are not disquali
fied lO vole in general election against 
candidale nominated in primary elec~ 

the ballot. Gordon v Executiye Comm. 
of Democratic Party, SS5 F Supp 166 
(DSC 1971). 

But the purpose of the section could 
be sustained without givin~ effect to 
the unconstitutional proviSion of the 
oath a. it .tood before the 1972 
amendment. Excising this uneonldtu
tional limitation, the section only de
nied to the voter the right to partici
pate in two primary election. prelimi
nary to the .ame general or 'pecial 
election. Gordon v Executiye Comm. 
of Democratic Party, SS5 F Supp 166 
(DSC 1971). 

Participation in organizational 
meeting. - The only reasonable 
inference that can be drawn from 
participation in a political party's 
precinct club organizational meeting is 
membership in that political party; such 
participation does not give rise to an 
inference that the elecror has "officially 
participated" in that pany's nominating 
convention within the meaning of this 
section. Drawdy \' South Carolina 
Democratic Executi\'C Committee (1978, 
SC) 247 SE2d HO(;. 

tion. Redfearn v Board of State Can
Yassers, 2S4 SC liS. 107 SE2d 10 
(1959). 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

A person who votes in a primary of 
one party may not subsequently vote in 
a primary run-off of another party. 

A straw vote "Presidential primary" in 
March is not a legally recognizable election 
procedure and has no more force or effect 
than the response to a telephone inquiry by 
a poll taker as to the Presidential choice of 
individuals. Op. Ally. Gen. to Mr. T. Allen 
Legare, Jr., Jan. 15, 1980. 

1!17:I-n 0". ,I,,', (;CII .. No. 3770. p. 
I·Hi. 

Participation in the March "Presidential 
Primary" will not affect subsequent par
ticipation in any regularly scheduled 
primary conducted in accordance with 
South Carolina law. Op. Ally. Gen. to Mr. 
T. Allen Legare, Jr., Jan. 15, 1980. 
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§ 7-13-1020. Absentee voting not permitted in primaries; 
exceptions. 

Absentee enrollment and absentee voting may not be provided 
for by party rules or permitted in any primary election, except as 
provided in § 7-13-1030 or in Chapter 15 of this Title. 
HISTORY, 1962 Code t 25-400.77; 1952 Code § 25.584; 19.50 (46) 2059; 1955 

(48) 425; 1960 (51) 15118; 1966 (54) 2540. 

§ 7-13-1030. Voting by National Guard when on duty. 
In case the National Guard of South Carolina is called to active 

duty, is mobilized or is participated in field training, the State 
committee shall provide for the voting of all members of the 
National Guard qualified to vote, whether such members are 
wilhin the State or elsewhere. 
HISTORY, 1962 Code § 25-400.78; 1952 Code § 25·585; 1950 (46) 2059; 1955 

(48)425; 1960 (51) 1598; 1966 (54) 2540. 

§ 7-13-1040. No person to vote in more than one primary 
on same day. 

No person shall be entitled to vote in more than one party 
primary election held the same day. 
HISTORY, 1962 Code § 25-400.79; 1952 Code § 25·582; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) 2540. 

CASE NOTES 

Intent of Code 1962 § 23·400.71 (Code [Code 1962 § 23·400.79) [Code 1971 
1976 § 7·13·1030) is obvious from this sec· 7-13-1030) [Code 1967 7-13-1040). which 
tion [Code 1962 § 23-400 Code 1976 proscribes specifically a voter's participa· 
7·13-1040.]-The real intent arCode 1%2 [ion in more than one primaty election 
§ 23-400.71. Code 1976 § 7-13-1010, to pre· preliminary to the same general or special 
vent a voter form participating in election. Gordon v Executive Comm. of 
nominating primaries of two parties in the Democratic Party. 335 F Supp 166 (DSC 
same election, is obvious from this section 1971). 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

The requirement thaI each 
individual voter vote only in one party 
primary is authorized by the laws of this 

Slatt.' and i." a valid fcquirc11It.'nt. 
1!l73-H OJ> .. \t1'y (;l·n .. ~(). 3X27. p. 
231. 

ARTICLE II 

CANVASSING AND COUNTING OF BALLOTS 

s.c. 
':"1.5-1110. Counting ballots and declaralion of result; voluntC'er personnel may 

assist. 
7-1~1120. Di'po.ition of improperly marked ballou. 
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7-13-1130. Disposition of ballots found in wrong box and ballots folded to· 
gether. 

7-13-1140. Procedure when too many ballots found in box or too many votes 
tabulated. 

7-13-1150. Accounting for ballots after election; return,; delivery of poll lists 
and other matters; unused ballots. 

7-13-1160. Reporting of election results to State Election Commission. 
7-13-1170. Ordering of new election by Governor. 

§ 7-13-1110. Counting ballots and declaration of result; 
volunteer personnel may assist. 

At the close of the election the managers and clerk shall 
immediately proceed publicly to open the ballot boxes and count 
the ballots therein and shall continue such count. without adjourn
ment or interruption. until it is completed. They shall then make 
and sign such statement of the result thereof as the nature of the 
election shall require. 

Managers of election are authorized to use additional volunteer 
personnel in counting the ballots. None of such personnel shall be 
a candidate or watcher for a candidate for an office voted on in 
the election and shall be required to take the following oath prior 
to assuming their duties; "I do solemnly swear or affirm that I am 
not a candidate or watcher in this election. am a qualified elector 
of this county. that I will count the ballots entrusted to my care in 
a fair and impartial manner. and make to the best of my ability a 
correct tabulation of the results." The managers shall be required 
to make a list of all such counters and tum such list in with other 
election material. The provisions of this section shall not apply to 
the counting of ballots at any precinct using vote recorders which 
require the ballot cards to be counted with the use of a tabulating 
machine. 
HISTORY: 1962 Gode § 23-400.91; 1952 Gode 123-556; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) 2340; 1968 (55) 2316; 1970 (56) 1998. 

Research and Practice Reference...-
29 CjS, Eleclion, §§ 221 el seq. 

§ 7-13-1120. Disposition of improperly marked ballots. 
If a voter marks more names than there are persons to be 

elected or nominated to an office or if for any reason it is 
impossible to determine the voter's choice for any office to be 
filled. his ballot shall not be counted for such office; but this shall 
not vitiate the ballot, so far as properly marked. Nothing herein 
shall be construed to prevent any voter in a general or special 
election from voting for any qualified person, other than those 
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whose names are printed on the ballot. by writing in the name of 
the person opposite the office. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-400.92; 1952 Code § 25-357; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) 2340; 1972 (57) 2385. 

Relearch and Practice References-
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 292. 
29 CjS, Elections § 227. 

CASE NOTES UNDER FORMER STATUTES 

Name of party nominee on write-in 
ballot need not he scratched DUL-Nei
ther this section nor any other provi
sion of the present general election law 
requires. expressly or by necessary im
plication. that in order to vote for a 
candidate other than the party nomi
nee, the voter must not only write the 
name of his candidate on the ballot 
opposite the name of the office, but 
also scratch out the name of the party 
nominee. Redfearn v Board of State 
Canvassers. 234 SC 113. 107 SE2d 10 
(1959). 

And write-in ballot counted where 
voter marked party circle.-This sec
tion does not, either expressly or by 
necessary implication, forbid the count
ing of a ballot for a "write-in" candi· 
date because the voter, in addition to 
writing in the name of his candidate, 

has "marked lhe'-'p~rty cirde:-Reaf~arn v 
. Board of State Canvassers, 234 SC 
113. 107 SE2d 10 (1959). 

A candidate's challenge to results of an 
election to fill two vacancies on the coun
ty school board was timely even though it 
did not comply with the filing requirements 
of 9 7-17-30 where the County Board of 
Canvassers had failed to canvass the votes 
or make a declaration of the results as re
quired by § 7-17-20 and where the challenge 
had been filed prior to the county board's 
denial of the candidate's protest, which was 
the Oil Iv official action ever taken by the 
count:, ;"Jard relative to the election; the 
election \vas properly invalidated on the 
ground that the "vote for two, strike two" 
voting instructions were violative of § 
7-13-1120 since they imposed full slate 
voting. Sims v Ham. 275 SC 369. 271 SE 
2d 316 (1980). 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Voting straight ticket plus member 
of opposition. - The votes of a voter 
voting a straight party ticket and later 
crossing over and voting for a specific 

When a person specifically votes for an 
individual by making a mark by that name 
and then also writes in a name for that of
fice and does not make any other mark on 
the ballot. it would appear that it would be 

candidate of an opposition party on the 
same ballot should be counted. Op. Att'y 
.Gen. to Mr. James B. Ellisor, Sept. 3, 
1976. 

impossible to determine the intention of the 
voter and the vote should be discounted as 
an overvote. Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Charles 
M. Timmons. Sept. 24. 1980. 

§ 7-13-1130. Disposition of ballots found in wrong bO:II 
and ballots folded together. 

If ballots shall be found on opening the box. upon which shall 
appear the name of an office or the name of a person in connec
tion with an office other than that for which the box in which such 
ballot is found shall be designated and labeled. these ballots shall 
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be counted, if in counting the ballots for that office the· number of 
ballots does not exceed the number of names on the poll list. If 
the number of names on the poll list is exceeded by counting all 
of the ballots, then none of the ballots for that office found in the 
incorrect box shall be counted. If, in counting, two or more like 
ballots shall be found folded together compactly, one shall be 
counted. The other shall be destroyed. But if they bear different 
names, all shall be destroyed and none counted. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-400.9S; 1952 Code § 25-558; 1950 (46) 2059; 1965 

(54) 242; 1966 (54) 2540. 

Reoet1l'ch and Practice Reference~ 
26 AmJur 2d. Election. § 292. 
29 CjS. Elections t 227. 

§ 7-13-1140. Procedure when too many bfllloto found in 
bolt or too many votes tabulated. 

If more ballots shall be found on opening the box or if more 
ballots, which are tabulated by vote recorder equipment, or if the 
number of votes tabulated on voting machines in any polling place 
exceeds the number of voters listed on the poll list at such polling 
place, the vote total for each candidate or issue shall be reduced 
by that fraction of the excess vote cast that his total vote bears to 
the total number of votes cast in the polling place. Fractional parts 
of single votes shall be disregarded. 

If the number of votes cast by any type ballot or on machines in 
any polling place exceeds the number listed on the polling list by 
ten percent or more, the county executive committee or the 
county election commission, as the case may be, shall order a new 
primary or election at the polling place concerned if the outcome 
of the election could be affected. Only those who signed the poll 
list shall be permitted to vote in any such new primary or election. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.94; 1952 Code § 23-559; 1950 (46) 2059; 1966 

(54) 2340; 1975 (58) 1860. 

ReoeDrch and Practice References--
26 Am Jur 2d. Elections § 292. 
29 CjS. Elections § 227, 

§ '1-13-1150. Accounting for ballots after election; returns; 
delivery of poll lists and other matters; unused ballots. 

When the canvassing and counting of the votes are completed, 
the chainnan of the managers, or one of them to be designated in 
writing by the managers, shall deliver to the commissioners of 
election the poll list, the boxes containing the ballots and a written 
return of the result of the election in the voting precinct. Manag
ers shall account to the commissioners of election of the county 
for all ballots delivered to them and make the following returns, 
(a) the number of official ballots furnished to each voting precinct, 
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(b) the number of official baiiots s-poiled and returned by voters. 
(c) the number of official ballots returned to the commissioners of 
election and (d) the number of official ballots actually voted. 

The commissioners of election shall keep in possession all 
unused ballots. as well as those that have been spoiled. until the 
time for contesting the election has expired. Any ballot that has 
been lost must be accounted for by a certificate from the chairman 
of the managers of the particular precinct covering the circum
stances. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code I U-400.95; 1952 Code 1125-525. 25-586; 1950 (46) 

2059; 1966 (54) 2540. 

Reaearch and Practice Reference~ 
26 Am Jur 2d. EleClions U 296 el seq. 
29 CJS. EleClions §t 229 el seq. . 

§ 7-13-1160. Reporting of election results to State Election 
Commission. 

Within twenty-four hours of the completion of the canvassing 
and counting of ballots. the persons in charge of each such 
election in each county shall notify the State Election Commission 
of the unofficial results of such election in each such county; 
provided. however. that failure to comply with the provisions of 
this section shall not invalidate the votes cast therein. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code 0 25-400.96; 1966 (54) 2540; 1968 (55) 2516. 

§ 7-13-1170. Ordering of new election by Govemor. 
Whenever any election official or officials of any political subdi

vision of this State charged with ordering. providing for or hold
ing' an election has or have neglected. failed or refused to order. 
provide for or hold such election at the time appointed therefor. 
or in the event such election shall result in a tie vote leaving the 
matter at issue undecided or shall for any reason be declared void 
by competent authority. and any of these facts shall be made to 
appear to the satisfaction of the Governor. he shall. should the law 
not otherwise provide for such a contingency. order an election or 
a new election to be held at such time and place or places. and 
upon such notice being given as to him may seem adequate to 
insure the will of the electorate being fairly expressed. To that end 
he may designate the existing election official or officials or such 
other person or persons as he may appoint to perform the 
necessary official duties pertaining to such election and to declare 
the result thereof. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code 025-400.97; 1952 Code 025-516; 1H2 Code fISH; 

1952 Code I U50; 1951 (57) 272; 1966 (54) UfO. 

Relearch and Practice Reference ..... 
26 AmJur 2d. Eleclions It 200. 215. 
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CASE NOTES UNDER FORMER STAnrrES 

A school district is a political subdi
vision of the Slale. Easler v Maybank, 
191 SC 511, 5 SE2d 288 (19~9). 

Satisfaction of the Govemar.-The 
legislature never intended that the 
Governor could close his eyes to an 
admitted fact and say that such fact 

had not been made to appear to hi. 
satisfaction. Easler v Maybanlr., 191 SC 
511,5 SE2d 288 (1939). 

Mandamus issued compe-Uing Gover
nor to order new clections.-Easler v 
Mavbank, 191 SC 511, 5 SE2d 288 
(I9·~9). 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 
Governor may order special election 

when governing body refuses to call elec
tion as required by Section 4-9-90; when a 
councilman is suspended and replacement 
appointed upon conviction/plea of 

Where statutes provide for -an elec
tion and none is held. Governor has 
statutory authority to brdcr an dec-

suspended officer. temporary appointee 
may continue to hold until successor is 
elected. 1980 Op. Att'y Gen., No. 80-45, 
p 91. 

tion. 1968-69 Ops. Att'y Gen" No 
2608, p I. 

ARTICLE 1!1 
VOTE RECORDERS 

s.c. 
7-15-1510. Authority of counties to procure and authorize ule of vote recorden. 
7-15-1520. U.e of vote recorders in certain precinctl; u.e of vote recordera of 

different kinds; number and capacit)' of vote recorder •. 
7-15-1550. Examination of vote recorders and approval by State Election Com-

mission; revocation of approval; conRicts of interest. 
7-13-1340. Requirementl for vote recorders. 
7-15-1550 .. Payment for vote recorders. 
7-15-1560. Form and contento of ballot labels; primary rlections. 
7-15-1570. Ballot cards. 
7-13-1580. Write-in VOles. 
7-15-1!90. Labeling. preparation, and testing of vote recorders; custodians and 

deputies: examination by intere-sled persons. 
7-15-1400. Delivery of vote recorders; duties of officials at polling r.laces. 
7-15-1410. Duties of officials after closing of polls; review of bal 015; duplicate 

ballots. 
7-15-1420. Observation by poll walchers after polls close. 
7-1S-1430. Coullting statlons; procening and counting of ballots and prepara-

lion of summary sheets. 
7-13-1440. Witnenes are LO observe at (ounting station. 
7-1 S-1450. Public display of vote recorders preceding eleclion. 
7-13-1460. Use of paper ballots where use of vote re-corders is not ponible or 

practicable. 
7-13-1470. Procedure where VOle recorder becomes out of order. 
7-13-1480. Cuslody, sLOrage, and care of vote recorders. 
7-13-1490. Regulations, instructions and forms. 
7-15-1500. Oath of person preparing or operating I.bulating devices. 
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§ 7-13-1310. Authority of counties to procure and autho
rize use of vote recorders. 

The governing body of any county. subject to the written 
approval of a majority of the county legislative delegation. includ
ing a majority of the Senators. may at any regular meeting. or at a 
special meeting called for the purpose. authorize the use of vote 
recorders for recording and computing the vote at elections held 
in the county upon such terms and conditions as the governing 
body may prescribe. The governing body shall purchase or other
wise procure vote recorders conforming to the requirements of 
this article. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code02S-400.101; 1970 (56) 2022. 

Crou referenc:ea--
A. to voting machine ••• ee II 7-1!!-161O et ,eq. 

§ 7-13-1320. U.e of vote recorders in certain precincts; use 
of vote recordera of different kinds; number and capacity 
of vote recorder •. 

(a) The use of vote recorders may be authorized for use in som. 
precincts in a county without requiring their use in all precincts. 

(b) Vote recorders of different kinds may be used for different 
precincts in the same county. 

(c) The county election commission shall provide vote recorders 
in such numbers as it deems necessary in good working order and 
of sufficient capacity to accommodate the names of all candidates 
for all party offices and nominations and public offices which. 
under the provisions of existing laws and party rules. are to be 
voted for at any primary or other election. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § U-400.102; 1970 (56) 2022. 

§ 7-13-1330. Examination of vote recorders and approval 
by State Election Commission; revocation of approval; 
conflicts of interest. 

(a) Before any kind of vote recorder is used at any election it 
shall be approved by the State Election Commission which shall 
examine such vote recorder and shall make and file in its office a 
report. attested by the signature of its executive director. stating 
whether. in its opinion. the kind of vote recorder so examined can 
be safely used by electors at elections. as provided by law. If this 
report states that the vote recorder can be so used. the recorder 
shall be deemed approved and vote recorders of its kind may be 
adopted for use at elections. as herein provided. 

(b) No kirid of vote recorder not so approved shall be used at 
any election and if. upon the reexamination of any type vote 

119 



recorder previously approved, it shall appear that the vote re
corder so reexamined can no longer be safely used by electors at 
elections as provided by law, the approval of the same shall 
forthwith be revoked by the State Election Commission, and no 
such type vote recorder shall thereafter be purchased for use or 
used in this State. 

(c) When a vote recorder has been so approved, no improve
ment or change that does not impair its accuracy, efficiency or 
capacity shall render necessary a reexamination or reapproval of 
the vote recorder, or of its kind. 

(d) Any person or company requesting an examination of any 
type of vote recorder shall pay an examination fee of twenty-five 
dollars to the State Election Commission. The State Election 
Commission may at any time, in its discretion, reexamine any vote 
recorder. 

(e) Neither a member of the State Election Commission, any 
custodian, nor a member of a county governing body shall have 
any pecuniary interest in any vote recorder, or in the manufacture 
or sale thereof. 
HISTORY: 1961 Code § 13-400.103; 1970 (56) 1011. 

§ 7-13-1340. Requirements for vote recorders. 
No vote recorder shall be adopted or used unless it shall, at the 

time. satisfy the following requirements: 
(a) It shall provide facilities for voting for such candidates as 

may be nominated and upon such questions as may be submitted; 
(b) It shall permit each elector, at other than primaries. to vote 

a straight party or body ticket. with the exception of candidates for 
the offices of presidential electors. in one operation; and. in one 
operation. to vote for all the candidates of one party or body for 
presidential electors; and. in one operation, to vote for all the 
candidates of one party or body for every office to be voted for. 
except those offices as to which he votes for individual candidates 
and the offices of presidential electors; 

(c) Except as provided in subsection (b) for presidential electors. 
it shall permit each elector. at other than primaries. to vote a 
ticket selected from the nominees of any and all parties or bodies. 
from independent nominations. and from persons not in nomina
tion; 

(d) It shall permit each elector to vote. at any election. for any 
person and for any office for whom and for which he is lawfully 
entitled to vote. whether or not the name of such person or 
persons appears upon a ballot label as a candidate for election. 
and to vote for as many persons for an office as he is entitled to 
vote for. and to vote for or against any question upon which he is 
entitled to vote; 120 



(e) When used in conjunction with a tabulating machine. it shall 
preclude the counting of votes for any candidate. or upon any 
question. for whom or upon which an elector is not entitled to 
vote. and shall preclude the counting of votes for more persons 
for any office than he is entitled to vote for or for fewer than he is 
required to vote for. and shall preclude the counting of votes for 
any candidate for the same office or upon any question more than 
once; 

(I) It shall permit voting in absolute secrecy. so that no person 
can see or know for whom any other elector has voted or is 
voting. save an elector whom he has assisted or is assisting in 
voting. as prescribed by law; 

(g) It shall be constructed of material of good quality. in a neat 
and workmanlike manner; 

(h) It shall. when properly operated. record correctly and accu· 
rately every vote cast; 

(i) It shall be so constructed that an elector may readily learn 
the method of operating it; and 

G) It shall be safely transportable. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § U-4oo.104; 1970(56) 2022. 

§ 7-13-1350. Payment for vote recorders. 
The governing body of any county which adopts vote recorders 

in the manner provided for by this article shall. upon the purchase 
thereof. provide for payment therefor by the county. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 2'-400.105; 1970 (56) 2022. 

§ 7-13-1360. Form and contents of ballot labels; primary 
elections. 

(a) The ballot labels shall be printed in black ink. upon clear. 
white material. of such size and arrangement as will suit the 
construction of the vote recorder. and in plain. clear type so as to 
be easily readable by persons with normal vision. 

(b) The arrangement of offices. names of candidates and ques· 
tions upon the ballot labels shall conform as nearly as practicable 
to the provisions of law for the arrangement of same on paper 
ballots. Provided, however. that such form may be varied in order 
to present a clear presentation of candidates and questions to the 
electors. In the event that there are more candidates for any office 
than can be placed upon one page. the label shall be clearly 
marked to indicate that the names of candidates for the office are 
continued on the following page. 

(c) The form and arrangement of ballot labels shall be pre· 
scribed and prepared by the State Election Commission. 
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(d) In primaries. separate vote recorders may be used for each 
political party. If the same vote recorder is used for two or more 
political parties on the same day. the ballot cards of each party 
shall be clearly identified and so designed that only votes cast for 
candidates of that party will be counted by the tabulating machine. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.106; 1970 (56) 2022. 

§ 7-13-1370. Ballot cards. 
Ballot cards shall be of suitable design. size and stock. as 

prescribed by the State Election Commission. to permit processing 
by a tabulating machine. A serially-numbered stub and strip shall 
be attached to each ballot card in a manner and form similar to 
that prescribed by law for paper ballots. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.107; 1970 (56) 2022. 

§ 7-13-1371. Instructions on Optical Scanning ballot provided 
for. 

(a) Ballot cards used in conjuction with an optical scanning device 
must include an instruction to vote both sides of the ballot card. This 
instruction must appear conspicuously at the top and at the bottom of 
the front side of the ballot card and must be printed in bold-face type at 
least as large as the largest type on the ballot card. 

(b) Any ballot card used in conjunction with an optical scanning 
device during a presidential election or primary must be designed so 
that the front of the ballot card contains only the instructions for 
voting for president and the names of the presidential candidates. The 
instructions for voting the remainder of the ballot card and the names 
of the remaining candidates must be placed on the reverse side of the 
ballot card or they must be placed on a separate ballot card. 

(c) The State Election Commission must establish the form ofa sign 
to be displayed in any polling place utilizing an optical scanning 
device. This sign must notify voters to vote both sides of the ballot card 
and must be displayed in three conspicuous places in the polling place. 

§ 7-13-1380. Write-in votes. 
Electors. shall be permitted to cast write-in votes. The design of 

the ballot card shall permit the managers in counting the write-in 
votes to determine readily whether an elector has cast any write-in 
vote not authorized by law. The State Election Commission in 
specifying the form of the ballot shall provide for ballot secrecy in 
connection with write-in votes. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 2S-400.108; 1970 (56) 2022. 
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§ 7-13-1390. Labeling, pl'eparation, and testing of vote 
recorders; custodians and deputies; examination by inter
ested persons. 

(a) The election officials of each county shall cause the proper 
ballot labels to be placed on each vote recorder which is to be 
used in any election within such county and shall cause each vote 
recorder to be placed in proper order for voting. 

(b) The election officials of each county shall appoint one 
custodian of vote recorders. and such deputy custodians as may be 
necessary. whose duty it shall be to prepare the vote recorders 'to 
be used in county elections. Each custodian and deputy custodian 
shall receive such compensation as provided for in' the annual 
county appropriation. Such custodian shall. under the direction of 
the county election officials. have charge of and represent them 
during the preparation of the vote recorders as required by this 
article. and he and' the deputy custodians. whose duty it shall be to 
assist him in the discharge of his duties. shall serve at the pleasure 
of the county election officials. 

(c) On or before the third day preceding an election. the county 
election officials shall have the tabulating machines tested to 
ascertain that they will correctly count the votes cast for all offices 
and on all questions. Public notice of the time and place of the 
test shall be made at least five days prior thereto. Representatives 
of political parties and bodies. candidates. news media and the 
public shall be permitted to observe such tests. The test shall be 
conducted by processing a preaudited group of ballot cards clearly 
marked for such purpose. not to exceed fifty for each candidate or 
question. so punched or marked as to record a predetermined 
number of valid votes for each candidate and on each question. 
and shall include for each office one or more ballot cards which 
have votes in excess of or less than the number allowed by law in 
order to test the ability of the tabulating machine to reject ,such 
votes. The tabulating machine shall not be approved unless it 
produces an errorless counting. If any error is detected. the cause 
therefor shall be ascertained and corrected. and an errorless count 
shall be made before the machine is approved. The same test shall 
be repeated immediately before the start of the official count of 
the ballot cards and at the conclusion of such count. The county 
election officials or custodian shall also prepare the vote recorders 
for voting at the various polling places to be used in the election. 
In preparing the vote recorders, they shall arrange the recorders 
and the ballot labels so that they meet all requirements of voting 
and counting at such primary or election, thoroughly inspect and 
test the vote recorders, and file a certificate. as prescribed by the 
State Election Commission. in the office of the county election 
officials that the recorders are in proper order with correct ballot 
labels. 
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(d) Prior to the election. no county election officials. nor custo
dian. nor other employee shall in any way prevent free access to 
and examination of all voting machines which are to be used at 
the election under proper supervision and. at reasonable times. by 
any interested persons. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-400.109; 1970 (56) 2022. 

§ 7-13-1400. Delivery of vote recorders; duties of officials 
at polling places. 

(a) The county election officials shall deliver the proper vote 
recorder or vote recorders. properly furnished with ballot labels. 
to the polling places at least one hour before the time set for 
opening the polls at each election. and shall cause each vote 
recorder to be set up in the proper manner for use in voting. Such 
election officials shall place each vote recorder in a voting booth 
so that the ballot labels on the recorder can be plainly seen by the 
poll officers when not being voted on. 

(b) The county election officials shall provide ample protection 
against molestation of and injury to the vote recorder and. for that 
purpose. shall call upon any law-enforcement officer to furnish 
such assistance as may be necessary. and it shall be the duty of the 
law-enforcement officer to furnish such assistance when so re
quested by such officials. 

(c) The poll manager shall furnish for each vote recorqer at 
least one hour before the opening of the polls: 

(I) Sufficient light to enable electors. while in the voting booth. 
to read the ballot labels and suitable for the use of poll officers in 
examining the vote recorder. 

(2) Two sample ballots printed on a single sheet of white paper 
or a number of sheets stapled together which shall be a reasonable 
facsimile of the ballot labels to be used in the primary or election. 
and accompanied by directions for voting on the vote recorder; 
and such sample ballots shall be posted prominently outside the 
enclosed space within the polling place. 

(3) A seal for sealing the vote recorder after the polls are closed 
and such other materials and supplies as may be necessary or as 
may be required by law or by rules and regulations of the State 
Election Commission. 
HISTORY: U62 Code § 25-400.110; 1970 (56) 2022. 

§ 7-13-1410. Duties of officials after closing of polls; review 
of ballots; duplicate ballots. 

Immediately following the closing of the polls. the manager 
shall: 
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(a) Count the number of electors who voted, as shown In the 
poll list. 

(b) Count the unused ballots without removing stubs. 
(c) Count the soiled and defaced ballots. 

(d) Insert the totals of (a), (b) and (c) of this section on the 
report forms provided therefor. 

(e) Count and secure or inactivate all marking devices in the 
polling place so that no device may be used or operated by any 
unauthorized person in the polling place. 

(I) Remove the voted ballots from the containers and sort them 
according to types or parts of ballots if more than one type or part 
has been used. If the number of voted ballots exceeds the number 
of voters whose names appear upon the poll list, the managers 
shall enter on the poll list an explanation of such discrepancy. Any 
manager having a different explanation shall enter it on the poll 
list and subscribe to it. 

Before leaving the precinct, each ballot shall be reviewed and, if 
there appear markings other than by the marking device or there 
are names of candidates in spaces authorized for write-in votes, 
such write-in votes shall be tabulated by the precinct officials and 
the results certified to the counting station. In such instance, the 
precinct officials shall first determine, for the contest in which a 
write-in vote has been cast, that the voter on such ballot has not, 
for such contest, voted contrary to the voting instructions for such 
contest. If it is determined that the voter has not violated such 
instructions, write-in votes shall be tabulated and the ballot shall 
be reinserted with the remainder of the ballots. If it is determined 
that the voter has violated the instruction for marking the ballot, 
then the entire ballot shall be tabulated by the precinct officials 
and the results certified to the counting station, or the county 
election commission may cause a duplicate to be made of that part 
of the ballot marked according to such instructions. 

Provided, that if it appears that a ballot is so tom, bent, or 
otherwise defaced or has been marked by other than the marking 
device, so that it cannot be counted by the automatic tabulating 
equipment, the county election commission may cause a duplicate 
of each such ballot to be marked so that it can be so counted. 

Such duplicate ballots, when so authorized by the commission, 
shall be prepared at the counting station in the presence of 
witnesses and substituted for the original ballots, which duplicate 
ballots shall be counted by the automatic tabulating equipment. 
The original ballots shall be preserved and all such duplicate 
ballots shall be clearly labeled with the word "duplicate" and shall 
bear a serial number which shall also be recorded on the original. 
At the counting station, write-in votes tabulated by the precinct 
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officials shall be added to the results from ballots tabulated with 
the automatic tabulating equipment and the totals certified as the 
precinct count on the summary sheet. 

(g) Put the unused ballots with the stubs attached, and soiled 
and defaced ballots with the stubs attached, in the envelopes or 
containers provided and certify the number. The voted ballots 
shall be placed in designated containers provided by the county 
election commission for use with automatic tabulating equipment, 
sealed, and the containers shall be sealed. Officials duly authorized 
by the county election commission shall then transport all of the 
ballots, precinct election supplies and records to the location 
designated by the commission for the processing or counting, or 
both, of such ballots. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.111; 1970 (56) 2022. 

§ 7-13-1420. Observation by poll watchers after polls close. 
Poll watchers shall be allowed to remain in the polling place 

after the polls close and may observe the processing of the ballots 
and the sealing of the containers. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 2S-400.112; 1970 (56) 2022. 

§ 7-13-1430. Counting stations; processing and counting of 
ballots and preparation of summary sheets. 

In counties where marking devices and automatic tabulating 
equipment have been adopted, the county election commission 
shall establish one or more counting stations to receive voted 
ballots --an'd otlier precInct election supplies- after. the polling 
precincts are closed. Such stations shall be under the supervision 
and direction of the commission. Pr9ces'sing and counting of voted 
ballots and the preparation of summary sheets shall be done in the 
presence of witnesses approved by the commission. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-400.IU; 1970 (56) 2022. 

Attorney General's Opinions 

It would be improper to have an election 
in one county and transport the data pro
cessing cards to another county to be 
counted by a computer. Op. Atty. Gen. to 
Mr. James A. Bell. Nov. 10, 1981. 

§ 7-13-1440. Witnesses are to observe at counting station. 
Witnesses shall not be allowed in the polling place but shall file 

their certificates of appointment at the proper counting station 
after the polls close and may observe all functions there. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-400.114; 1970 (56) 2022. 
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§ 7-13-1450. Public display of vote recorders preceding 
election. 

During the thirty days next preceding a general election or 
during the ten days next preceding a special election. the county 
election officials shall place on public exhibition. in such public 
places and at such times as they may deem most suitable for the 
information and instruction of the electors. one or more vote 
recorders containing the ballot labels and showing the offices and 
questions to be voted lIpon. the names and arrangements of 
parties and bodies and. so far as practicable. the names and 
arrangements of the candidates to be voted for. Such recorder or 
recorders shall be under the charge and care of a person compe
tent as uistodiarl and instructor. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-400.115; 1970 (56) 2022. 

§ 7-13-1460_ Use of paper ballots where use of vote re
corders is not possible or practicable. 

If a method of election for any candidate or office or of voting 
on any question is prescribed by law in which the use of vote 
recorders is not possible or practicable. or in case at any election 
the number of candidates seeking nomination or nominated for 
any office renders the use of vote recorders for such office at such 
election impracticable. or if for any other reason at any election 
the use of vote recorders wholly or in part is not practicable. the 
county election officials may arrange to have the voting for such 
candidates or offices or for such questions conducted by paper 
ballots. In such cases. paper ballots shall be printed for such 
candidates, offices or questions. and the election conducted by the 
poll managers herein provided for, and the ballots counted and 
return thereof made in the manner required by law for such 
nominations. offices or questions. insofar as paper ballots are 
used. 

HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-400.116; 1970 (56) 2022. 

§ 7-13-1470. Procedure where vote recorder becomes out 
of order. 

If any vote recorder being used in any election shall become out 
of order during such election, it shall be repaired, if possible. or 
another vote recorder substituted by the custodian or county 
election officials as promptly as possible. for which purpose the 
governing body of the county may purchase as many extra vote 
recorders as it may deem necessary, but in case such repair or 
substitution cannot be made. paper ballots. printed or written and 
of any suitable form. may be used for the taking of votes. 
HISTORY, 1962 Code § 23-400.117; 1970 (56) 2022. 
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§ 7-13-1480. Custody, storage, and care of vote recorders. 
The county election officials shall designate a person who shall 

have the custody of the vote recorders of the county when they are 
not in use at an election and shall provide for his compensation 
and for the safe storage and care of the vote recorders. All vote. 
recorders when not in use shall be properly covered and stored in 
a suitable place or places. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 2'-400.118; 1970 (56) 2022. 

§ 7-13-1490. Regulations, instructions and forms. 
The State Election Commission shall adopt and promulgate 

such regulations and instructions and design such forms as it may 
deem necessary to carry out the purposes of this article. A 
sufficient number of such regulations. instructions and forms shall 
be distributed to each county election commission using the voting 
and counting equipment authorized by the provisions of this 
article. 
HISTORY: 1961 Code § 15-400.119; 1970 (56) 2021. 

§ 7-13-1500. Oath of person preparing or operating tabu
lating devices. 

Any person who prepares or operates the tabulating devices in 
any election or preparatory thereto shall take an oath as a custo
dian and file in accordance with law. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 1'-400.120; 1970 (56) 2022. 

SEC. 

ARTICLE 15 

VOTING MACHINES 

7-15-1610. SIal. Board of VOling Machin. Commissioner •. 
7-15-1620. Examinalion and approval of machin .. by Board. 
7-1~16g0. Employment of experts to assist in examination. 
7-tS-I640. Voting machine requirements. 
7-1S-1650. Experimental use of voting machines. 
7-13-1660. Acquisition and use of approved voting machines by governing 

bodies. 
7-13-1670. Demonstrations with machines for instruction of voters. 
7-13-1680. Number of-voting mach~nes; type and use; repair; custody. 
i-l:J-lmlO. LmploymclIl and qualificalions ofnlstodians of\'oling machines. 
7-13-1700. Instruction of managers and clerks in use of machines; appointment 

of manager or clerk. in emergency. 
7-1~1710. Voting machine ballots; arrangement of nominations. 
7-1~1720. Unopposed candidates in primaries. 
7-13-1730. Use of separate ballots on constitutional amendments and other 

public measures. 
7-13-1740. Sample or instruction ballots. 
7-13-1750. Preparation of machines for elections; party representatives may 

examine machines. 
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7-1~1760. Commissioners of election shall see that machines and other equip-
ment are in place and good order. 

7-1~1770. Duties of managers prior to opening polls. 
7-1S-1780. Placement of voting machine. in polling place •. 
7-1S-1790. Light. and .cre<n •. 
7-1~1800. Inspection of machines; covering of counter compartment shall be 

kept locked; attendance at voting places. 
7-1~1810. Instructions of voters by model machine at polling place. 
7-1~1820. Persons within guard rail; time permitted voters to vOle. 
7-1~1830. Instruction after voter hu entered machine. 
7-1~1840. A.uistance may be given to voters. 
7-1S-1850. Write·in ballots. 
7-1S-1860. Duty to protect machine. against injury. 
7-13-1870. Procedure when voting machine becomes inoperative. 
7-15-1880. Canvass and return of vote. 
7-1S-1890. Machine •• hall remain locked after elections; key •. 
7-1S-1900. U.e of voting machine. for primary election •. 
7-1~1910. Possession of voting machine key by unauthorized person. 
7-15-1920. Tampering with voting machine. 
7-13-1930. Other provisions of this Title applicable (0 use of voting machines . 

. § 7-13-1610. State Board of Voting Machine Commission. 
ers. 

The Board of State Canvassers shall. ex officio. constitute the 
State Board of Voting Machine Commissioners. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-401; 1952 Code § 25-401; 1950 (46) 2059. 

Crols references--
As to the procurement and use of vote recorders, see I§ 7-13-1310 et seq. 

§ 7-13-1620. Examination and approval of machines by 
Board. 

Any person owning or being interested in any voting machine 
may request the State Board of Voting Machine Commissioners to 
examine such machine and determine the capacity of the machine 
accurately to register and count votes and in respect to mechanical 
perfections and imperfections and whether such machine meets 
the requirements prescribed in this article. and the Board shall 
thereupon comply with such request. The report of the Board 
shall be filed in its office and shall state whether in its opinion the 
kind of machine so examined can be safely and conveniently used 
at elections as herein provided. If the report states that the 
machine can be so used and meets the requirements herein 
prescribed. it shall be deemed approved by the Board. and rna· 
chines of its kind may be adopted for use at elections as herein 
provided. No form of voting machine not so approved shall be 
used at any election. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-402; 1952 Code § 23-402; 1950 (46) 2059; 1971 (57) 

85. 
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§ 7-13-1630. Employment of experts to assist in examina· 
tion. 

The Board may employ such experts as it may deem necessary 
to assist in the examination of a machine at a cost not exceeding 
fifty dollars for each examination, such cost to be paid by the 
person applying for such examination. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23408; 1952 Code § 28-408; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-13-1640. Voting machine requirements. 
Any kind or type of voting machine may be approved by the 

State Board of Voting Machine Commissioners which is so con
structed as to fulfill the following requirements. It shall: 

(I) Provide facilities for voting for all candidates of as many 
political parties or organizations as may make nominations of 
candidates at any election, for or against as many questions as may 
be submitted at any election and, at all general or special elec
tions, permit the voter to vote for all of the candidates of one 
party or in part for the candidates of one or more parties; . 

(2) Permit the voter to vote for as many persons for any office 
as he is lawfully entitled to vote for, but no more; 

(ll) Prevent the voter from voting for the same person more 
than once for the same office; 

(4) Permit the voter to vote for or against any question he may 
have the right to vote on, but no other; 

(5) If used at a primary election, be so equipped that all rows 
except th~s.e _()f!h_e_.voter's party can be locked out by the 
managers of election by means of an adjustment on the outside of 
the machine; 

(6) Correctly register or record and accurately count all votes 
cast for any and all candidates and for or against all questions; 

(7) Be provided with a "protective counter" or "protective 
device" whereby any operation of the machine before or after the 
election will be detected; 

. (8) Be provided with a counter which shall show at all times 
during an election how many persons have voted; 

(9) Be provided with a mechanical model, illustrating the man
ner of voting on the machine, suitable for the instruction of 
voters; and 

(10) Insure v,?ting in absolute se~recy. 

Any such kind or type of machine shall be provided with a device for 
each party and for each nomination by petition for voting for presiden
tial and vice-presidential candidates in one operation and listing the can
didates by name and by party or indicating the candidate is nominated 
by petition. 
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HISTORY: 1962 Code (23-404; 1952 Code § 23-404; 1950 (46) 2059; 1982 (62) 2470. 

R~search and Practice References-
26 Am Jur 2d. Election, § 25~. 
29 CJS, [leelion, § 156. 

A1TORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Separate pap~r ball,)ls for constitu
tional amelldmenls.-It \\'a5 the intent 
of the legislature that separate paper 
ballots should be used for constitu
tional amencimellts ..... here it is impossi
ble Lo pia(t:' the amenomellls on Ihe 
machine themselves due to space re
quirements. 1967·-68 Ops. All'y Gen., 
No 2503, p 183. 

Constitutional Amendments cannot 
be placed on OJ. voting machine by 

numbers. 1967-68 Op •. All'y Gen., No 
2503, p lij3. 

Under 1962 Code § 23-400.26 [1976 
Code § 7-13-440], voting machines 
IIIl1st he (onstructed to allow a voter (0 

vole 1'01' all Gmdidates of one party at 
any level or guvenllllent. 1975-76 Op 
Ally Cell. No -1464. p :~26. 

§ 7-13-1650. Experimental use of voting machines. 
The governing body of any county, city or town may provide for 

the experimental use at an election in one or more districts or 
precincts of a machine which it might legally adopt without a 
fonnal adoption thereof, and its use at sllch election shall be as 
valid for all purposes as if it had been legally adopted. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23·405; 1952 Code § 23-405; 1950 (46) 2059. 

Research and Practice Referf:RCC:f--
29 qs, t:leClions §§ 153, 203. 

§ 7-13-1660. Acquisition and use of approved voting mao 
chines by governing bodies. 

The governing body of any cOllnty or of any city or town in this 
State may provide for use at electiolls any kind or type of voting 
machine that ti.lfills the requirements of this article and has been 
approved by the State Board of V oling Machine Commissioners, 
and the commissioners of election or other electoral board may 
use such voting machines at any and all general or special elec
tions held in such county, city or town, or any part thereof, or in 
anyone or more voting precincts therein, for voting, registering 
and counting votes cast at such elections. Any such governing 
body may purchase, lease or otherwise acquire such voting ma
chines and provide for the payment therefor in such manner as 
such governing body may deem proper. Voting machines of 
different kinds may be adopted for use and used in different 
districts of the same city, town or county. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. 023-406; 1952 Cod. 23-406; 1950 (46) 2059, 

Rete.reh and Practice Referencet-
29 qs, Elections t 203. 
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§ 7-13-1670. Demonstrations with machines for instruction 
of voters. 

In any county. city or town in which voting machines are to be 
used. the commissioners of election or other electoral board may 
designate suitable and adequate times and places for the exhibi
tion and demonstration of a voting machine containing sample 
ballots. showing the title of offices to be filled and. so far as 
practicable. the names of the candidates to be voted for at the 
next election for the purpose of giving instruction as to the use of 
a voting machine to all voters who may apply for it. No voting 
machine shall be used for such instruction after bein~ prepared 
and sealed for use in an election. During such exhibition the 
counting mechanism of the voting machine shall be concealed 
from view. 
HISTORY, 1981 Cod. , IS-4071 1951 Code ,13-4071 1950 (48) 1059. 

§ 7-18-1680. Number of votinl machine.; type and \lie; 
repair; CUltody. 

The governing body of any county or muniCipality prov,ding 
voting machines at polling places for use at elections shall provide 
for each such polling place at least one voting machine for each 
three hundred and fifty registered voters or portion thereof or as 
near thereto as may be practicable. Such machine shall be of the 
type approved as herein provided for and shall be kept in com
plete and accurate working order and in proper repair. The 
machine may be used in such election districts or precincts in the 
county or municipality as the officials holding the election or 
conducting the primary may determine. The governing body of 
the county or municipality owning the machines shall have custody 
of such machines and other furniture or equipment of the polling 
places when not in use at an election. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-408; 1952 Code § 23-408; 1950 (46) 2059; 1968 (55) 
2316. 

Re.earch and Practice References--
29 CjS. Elections §§ 155.203. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Section requiring one voting ma
chine for each 350 registered voters 
applies to voting precincts and not the 
general area in which the election is 
held. 1967-68 Ops. AlI'y Gen.. No 
2490. p 162. 

Number of voting machines discre· 
tionary .-A governing body of a 

county has di.5cretion in determining 
the number of voting machines to be 
placod at a polling place. 1967-68 
Ops. AlI'y Gen., No 2503, p 183. 

Failure to follow strictly the assign. 
ment of voting machines does not in
validate an election. 1967-68 Ops. 
AlI'y Gen., No 2453. p 114. 
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§ 7-13-1690. Employment and qualifications of custodians 
of voting machines. 

For the purpose of placing ballots in the frames of a machine, 
putting it in order and setting, testing, adjusting and delivering 
the machine, the commissioners of election or other electoral 
board may employ one or more competent persons, to be known 
as the custodians of voting machines, who shall be fully compe· 
tent, thoroughly instructed and sworn to perform their duties 
honestly and. faithfully. For such purpose such persons shall be 
appointed and instructed at least thirty days before the election 
and shall be considered as election officers. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23409; 1952 Code § 23409; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-13-1700. Instruction of managers and clerks in use of 
machines; appointment of manager or clerk in emergency. 

Not less than ten nor more than twenty-one days before each 
election, the commissioners of election or other electoral board 
shall instruct or cause to be instructed in the use of the machine 
and their duties in connection therewith the managers and clerks. 
if clerks be appointed. appointed to serve in such election, and 
they shaH not permit any person to serve as a manager or clerk. if 
there be clerks, who is not fully qualified properly to conduct an 
election with the machine. But nothing herein shall be construed 
to prevent the appointment of a person as a manager or clerk, if 
there be clerks. of election to fill a vacancy in any emergency. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23410; 1952 Code § 23410; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-13-1710. Voting machine ballots; arrangement of no mi· 
nations. 

In every county. city or town providing voting machines, the 
commissioners of election shall furnish to the managers of election 
a sufficient numher of ballots printed on clear white paper. of such 
form and size as will fit the ballot frames of the machines, the 
arrangement of the names of the candidates on such ballots to be 
prescribed by the commissioners of election. Party nominations 
shall be arranged on each voting machine either in columns or 
horizontal rows, as shall nominations by petition, and the captions 
of the various ballots on such machines shall be so placed as to 
indicate to the voter what push knob, key lever or other device is 
to be used or operated in order to vote for the candidate or 
candidates of his choice. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23411; 1952 Code § 23411; 1950 (46) 2059. 

Research and Practice References-
29 CjS. EloClion. §§ 156. 158. 159. 
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§ 7-13-1720. Unopposed candidates in primaries. 
In any party primary in which voting machines shall be used in 

one or more voting precincts, the name of any unopposed candi
date for nomination for any office shall be omitted from the ballot 
used in any such voting machine, and such unopposed candidate 
shall be declared to have received the total number of votes cast in 
such voting precinct. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-412; 1952 Code § 25-412; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-13-1730. Use of separate ballots on constitutional 
amendments and other public measures. 

Nothing in this article shall be construed as prohibiting the use 
of a separate ballot for constitutional amendments and other 
public measures. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-415; 1952 Code § 25-415; 1950 (46) 2059. 

ATTORNEY GENERAl.'S OPINIONS 

Separate paper ballots for constitu
tional amendments.-It was the intent 
of the legislature that separate paper 
ballots should be used for constitu
tional amendments where it is impossi
ble to place the amendments on (he 
machine themselves due to space re
quirements. 1967-68 Op •. Att'y Gen .• 
No 2505. p 185. 

Constitutional amendments cannot 
be placed on a voting . machine by 

numbers. 1967-68 Ops. Att'y Gen .. No 
2505. p 183. 

Although there is noting in Artcle 13 on 
the use of voting machines that shall be 
construed as prohibiting the use of a 
separate "ballot" for constitutional 
amendments and other questions, where 
possible, the better practice may be to place 
separate questions on separate ballots. Op. 
Atty. Gen. to Ms. Deborah C. Westbrook, 
Aug. 27, 1982. 

§ 7-13-1740. Sample or instruction ballots. 
The commissioners of election or oth ... r electoral board of any 

county, ctty or town in which voting machines are used shall 
provide for each voting precinct in which such machines are used 
two sample ballots or instruction ballots. which shall be arranged 
in the form of a diagram of the entire front of the voting machine 
as it will appear after the official ballots are arranged therein or 
thereon for voting on election day. Such sample ballots shall be 
open to public inspection at such polling place during the day of 
election. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 2S-414; t952 Code § 2S-414; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-13-1750. Preparation of machines for elections; party 
representatives may examine machines. 

Before preparing a voting machine for any election at which 
candidates for more than one political party or candidates nomi
nated by petition are to be voted for. written notice shall be 
mailed to the chairman of the local committee of each of the two 
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political parties which at the general election next preceding cast 
the highest and next highest number of votes. stating the time and 
place where the machines will be prepared. At such time one 
representative of each such political party shall be afforded an 
opportunity to see that the machines are in proper condition for 
use at the election. When a machine has been so examined by 
such representatives. it shall be sealed with a numbered metal seal 
in their presence .. Such representatives shall certify as to the 
numbers of the machines. that all counters are set at zero (000) 
and as to the number registered on the protective counter and the 
number on the seal. When a voting machine has been properly 
prepared for an election. it shall be locked against voting and 
sealed and the keys thereof shall be retained in the custody of the 
commissioners of election or other electoral board and delivered 
to the managers of election as herein provided. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-415; 1952 Cod. § 23-415; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-13-1760. Commissioners of election shall see that ma
chines and other equipment are in place and good order. 

The commissioners of election or other electoral board. as the 
case may be. shall have the voting machines and all necessary 
furniture and equipment at the polling places before the time 
fixed for the opening of the polls. have the counters on the 
machines set at zero (000) and otherwise have the machines In 

good and proper order for use at such election. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-416; 1952 Cod. § 23-416; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-13-1770. Duties of managers prior to opening polls. 
The managers of each election precinct at which a voting 

machine is to be used shall meet at the voting place at least three 
quarters of an hour before the time set for the opening of the 
polls at each election and shall proceed to arrange within the 
guard rail the furniture. stationery and voting machine or ma
chines for the conduct of the election. The managers of election 
shall then have the voting machines. ballots and stationery re
quired to be delivered to them for such election. The managers 
shall thereupon post at least two instruction cards conspicuously 
within the polling place. If not previously done. they shall arrange. 
in their proper place on or in the voting machine. the ballots 
prepared for such election. The keys to the voting machine shall 
be delivered to the managers of election at least thirty minutes 
before the time set for the opening of the polls. in a sealed 
envelope. on which shall be written or printed the number of the 
voting machine. the number of the seal and the number registered 
on the protective counter device. The envelope containing the 
keys shall not be opened until all of the managers of election for 
the precinct shall be present at the polling place and shall have 
examined the envelope to see that it has not been opened. The 
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machine shall remain locked against the voting until the polls are 
formally opened and shall not be operated except by voters in 
voting. Before opening the polls each manager shall examine the 
machines and see that no vote has been cast and that the counters 
register zero (000). If any counter is found not to register zero 
(000). the managers shall adjust the counters at zero (000) if it can 
be done by them; if not. they shall make a written statement of the 
designating letter and number of such counter. together with the 
number registered thereon. and shall sign and post such statement 
upon the wall of the polling room where it shall remain during the 
day of election. and in making the statement of canvass. they shall 
subtract such number from the number of registered ballots 
thereon. 
HISTORY, 1962 Cod. § 25-417; 1952 Cod.12S-417; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-13-1780. Placement of voting machines in polling 
placeD. 

At all elections at which voting machines are used the exterior 
of the voting machine and every part of the prlling place shall be 
in plain view of the managers and clerks. if there be clerks of 
election. The voting machine shall be placed at least three feet 
from every wall or partition of the polling place and at least five 
feet from any table at which any of the election managers or 
clerks. if there be clerks. may be engaged or seated. The voting 
machine shall be so placed that the ballots on the face of the 
machine can be plainly seen by the managers of the election when 
not in use by voters. The managers of election shall not them
selves be. or pennit any other person to be. in any position or 
near any position that will pennit them to see or ascertain how a 
voter votes or how he has voted. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-418; 1952 Code § 25-418; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-13-1790. lights and screens. 
Every voting machine shall be furnished with a lantern or other 

proper light. if necessary. to enable the voters while voting to read 
the ballots. All voting machines used in any election shall be 
provided with screen. hood or booth which shall conceal the voter 
and his action while voting. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-419; 1952 Cod. § 25-419; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-13-1800. Inspection of machines; covering of counter 
compartment shall be kept locked; attendance at voting 
places. 

One of the managers of election may inspect the face of the 
machine after each voter has cast his vote. to see that the ballots 
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on the face of the machine are in their proper places and that the 
machine has not been injured. During an election the door or 
other covering of the counter compartment of the machine shall 
not be unlocked or open or the counters expos'!d except for good 
and sufficient reasons, a statement of which shall be made and 
signed by the managers of election and attached to the returns of 
election. No person shall be permitted in or about the voting place 
except as otherwise provided by law in elections in which paper 
ballots and ballot boxes are used. 
HISTORY: 1961 Code § 15-420; 1951 Code § 15-420; 1950 (46) 1059. 

§ 7-13-1810. Instructions of voters by model machine at 
polling place. 

For the instruction of voters on any election day, there shall be 
provided for each polling place a mechanically operated model of 
a portion of the face of the machine. Such model shall be located 
on the table of one of the managers or in some other place 
accessible to the voters. Each voter so desiring shall, before 
entering the machine, be instructed regarding its operation and 
such instruction illustrated on the model and the voter given an 
opportunity personally to operate the model. The voter's attention 
may also be called to the diagram of the face of the machine so 
that the voter may become familiar with the location of the' 
questions and the names of the offices and candidates. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-421; 1952 Code § 25-421; 1950 (46) 1059. 

§ 7-13-1820. Persons within guard rail; time permitted vot· 
ers to vote. 

After the opening of the polls, the managers of election shall 
not permit any voter or other person to pass within the guard rail 
until they ascertain that he or she is entitled to vote, in the 
manner required by § 7-13-710. as the case may be, and only one 
voter at a time for each voting machine at the voting place shall be 
permitted to pass within or be within the guard rail to vote. No 
voter shall remain within the voting machine booth longer than 
three minutes, and if he shall refuse to leave it after the lapse of 
three minutes, he may be removed by the managers. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-422; 1952 Code § 15-422; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-13-1830. Instruction after voter has entered machine. 
In case any voter, after entering the voting machine, shall ask 

for further instructions concerning the manner of voting, two of 
the managers shall give such instructions to him, but no manager 
or other election officer shall in any manner request or seek to 
persuade or induce any such voter to vote any particular ticket or 
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for or against any particular candidate or for or against any 
particular amendment, question or proposition. After giving such 
instructions the managers shall, before the voter has voted, retire 
and such voter shall cast his ballot in secret. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-4U; 1952 Code § 23-423; 1950 (46) 2059. 

CASE NOTES 

QIloted in Berry v Spigner, 226 SC 
18S, 84 SE2d S81 (1954). 

§ 7-13-1840. Assistance may be given to voters. 
The provisions of this Title relating to the assistance to be given 

to voters shall also apply where voting machines are used. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-424; 1952 Code § 23-424; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-13-1850. Write-in ballots. 
Ballots voted for any person whose name does not appear on 

the machine as a nominated candidate for office are herein refer
red to as "write-in ballots." All write-in ballots voted shall be 
deposited. written or affixed in a single receptacle or device, and 
the elector may vote in or by such receptacle or device for one or 
more persons whose names do not appear upon the machine with 
or without the names of one or more persons whose names do so 
appear. A write·in ballot must be cast in its appropriate place on 
the machine or it shall be void and not counted. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 2S-425; 1952 Code § U-425; 1950 (46) 2059. 

Research and Prac:til'e References-
29 CjS. Elec.ion, § 180. 

A lTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

Voter may write in name of candi
date who!u~ name is printed on rna
chine.-A voter desiring to VOle by 
write-in on a voting machine may cast 

a ballot for a candidate whose name is 
printed on the machine by writing in 
the name of such candidate. 1963-64 
Ops. Att'y Gen., No 1725. p 206. 

§ 7-13-1860. Duty to protect machines against injury. 
After the voting machines have been delivered to the polling 

places, it shall be the duty of the commissioners of election or 
other electoral board to provide ample protection against molesta
tion or injury to the machines. 
~ISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 2S-426; 1952 Cod. § 23-426; 1950 (46) 2059. 
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§ 7-13-1870. Procedure when voting machine becomes in
operative. 

In case any voting machine used in any election district shall, 
during the time the polls are open, become i!uured so as to render 
it inope! ative in whole or in part, the managers shall give immedi
ate notice thereof to the commissioners of election or other 
electoral boa! d, and such commissioners or other electoral board 
shall, if possible, substitute a machine in good order for the 
injured machine, and at the close of the polls the record of both 
machines shall be taken and the votes shown on their counters 
shall be added togethe!' in ascertaining the results of the election. 
If no other machine is available for use at such election and the 
injured one cannot be repaired in time to continue use thereof at 
such election, unofficial ballots made as nearly as possible in the 
form of the official ballots may be used, received by the managers 
of election, placed in a receptacle in such case to be provided by 
the election officials and counted with the votes registered on the 
voting machine, and the result shall be declared as though there 
had been no accident to the voting machine. The ballots thus 
voted shall be preserved and returned with the statement of 
canvass with a certificate setting forth how and why they were 
voted. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-427; 1952 Code § 2~-4?7; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-13-1880. Canvass and return of vote. 
As soon as the polls of election ale closed the managers shall 

immediately lock and seal the voting machine against further 
voting and open the COllnter compartment in the presence of all 
persons who may be lawfully present at the time giving full view to 
the counters. and they shall "anvass and announce the results as 
shown by the lOllnters, including the votes recorded for each 
office Oil the indepn1dent ballots, and shall also announce the vote 
upon every amendment, proposition or question voted upon. The 
vote as registered shall be entered on a statement of canvass and 
when so completed shall be compared with the numbers on the 
counters of the machine. If found to be correct the statements 
shall be dlliv certified and sworn to and returned and filed as 
provided in ihis Title for returning and filing election returns. No 
tally sheels or return blank, as required by law for use in voting 
precincts in which paper ballots are used, need be furnished or 
used when voting machines are used, and no ballots need to be 
returned with the statement of canvass except the write-in ballots. 
HISTORY, 1962 Code § 25-428; 1952 Code § 23-428; 1950 (46) 2059. 

Relearch and Practice References-
~9 CJS. EI.Clio,," t 2~O. 
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§ 7-13-1890. Machine. shall remain locked after election.; 
keys. 

Thc keys of the voting machine shall be enclosed in a sealed 
envelope having endorsed thereon a certificate of the managers of 
election stating the number of the machine, the voting precinct, 
the number on the seal and the number on the protective counter 
and shall be n:tumed and delivered by one of the managers of the 
election to the commissioners or other electoral board from whom 
the keys were received. After being locked by the managers of 
election the' voting machines shall remain locked for the period of 
thirty days or as mnch longer as may be necessary or advisable 
because of any threatened contest over the result of the election, 
except as may be necessary to prepare the machines for another 
election and except that they may be opened and all data exam
ined upon the order of a court of competent jurisdiction. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-429; 1952 Code § 25-429; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-13-1900. Use of voting machines for primary elections. 
If in any county. city or town voting machines shall have been 

provided under the provisions of this article for use at general and 
special elections. such machines shall be used at primary elections 
in such county. city or town. When so used all provisions of this 
article applying to their use at general or special elections shall 
apply, so far as applicable. to the use of such voting machines at 
such primary elections. 
HISTORY, 1962 Code § 23-450; 1952 Code § 23-430; t950 (46) 2059. 

Research and Practice References-
29 CJS. Etections f t 18(1). 

§ 7-13-1910. Possession of voting machine key by unautho
rized person. 

Any unauthorized person found in possession of any voting 
machine key shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction 
thereof shall be fined not less than twenty-five nor more than five 
hundred dollars and imprisoned in jail not less than ten nor more 
than ninety days. or both so fined and imprisoned. in the discre
tion of the court. 
HISTORY, 1962 Code § 23-432; 1952 Code § 23-432; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-13-1920. Tampering with voting machine. 
Any person who wilfully tampers with or attempts to tamper 

with. disarrange. deface or impair. in any manner whatsoever. or 
destroy any such voting machine while it is in use at any election 
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or who shall. after such machine is locked in order to preserve the 
registration or record of any election made by it. tamper with or 
attempt to tamper with such machine or who instigates. aids or 
abets any other person in any case herein mentioned. with intent 
to destroy or change the record of votes on a voting machine. 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and. upon conviction thereof. 
shall be imprisoned for not less than three months nor more than 
three years. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-455; 1952 Code § 25-455; 1950 (46) 2059; 1960 (51) 

1602. 

§ 7-13-1930. Other provisions of this Tide applicable to 
use of voting machines. 

All of the provisions of this Title not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this article shall apply with full force and effect to 
elections in counties. cities and towns adopting and using voting 
machines. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-431; 1952 Code § 25-431; 1950 (46) 2059. 

ARTICLE 17 

EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

SEC. 
7-15-2110. Authorintion of simplified or more detailed explanation of propo.ed 

constitutional amendments. 
7-1 '-2120. Constitutional 8allot Commiuion. 
7-15-21 SO. Juri.diction of proceeding. challenging explanation •. 

§ 7-13-2110. Authorization of simplified or more detailed 
explanation of proposed constitutional amendments. 

In addition to all other requirements of law and the Constitu· 
tion of this State. when any proposed amendment to the Constitu· 
tion is submitted to the electorate for approval or disapproval in 
the general election and the proposed amendment is of such 
nature that it might not be clearly understood by the voters. a 
simplified or. when appropriate. more detailed explanation of the 
meaning and effect of such amendment shall be placed upon the 
ballot along with the proposed amendment question. When me· 
chanical devices for voting are used. printed copies of such 
explanation shall be made available at each voting precinct. The 
provisions of this section shall apply only to statewide amend· 
ments. 
HISTORY: 1975 (59) 246. 

Cro'l references-
As to amendments and revision of the South Carolina Constitution. see SC 

Const. Art 16. 
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§ 7-13-2120. Constitutional Ballot Commission. 
To establish an agency to determine whether or not a proposed 

constitutional amendment requires a simplified or more detailed 
explanation as provided for in § 7-13-2110. there is hereby cre
ated the Constitutional Ballot Commission composed of the Attor
ney General. the Director of the State Election Commission and 
the Director of the Legislative Council. Prior to the printing of 
ballots in each general election year in which proposed constitu
tional amendments are voted upon. the Commission shall meet at 
the call of the Attorney General and: 

(1) Consider each proposed amendment and make a determina
tion as to whether or not a simplified or more detailed explanation 
is necessary or appropriate; and 

(2) In those cases where it is determined that an explanation is 
deemed necessary or appropriate. phrase such explanation and 
submit it to the State Election Commission under the signatures of 
at least a majority of the ballot commissioners. The Election 
Commission shall arrange for the placement of amendment expla
nations on ballots and make them available to the news media. 
upon request. at least ten days prior to the general election. 
HISTORY: .975 (59) 246. 

§ 7-13-2130. Jurisdiction of proceedings challenging expla
nations. 

The State Supreme Court shall have exclusive and original 
jurisdiction in any proceeding challenging the amendment expla
nations prepared by the Ballot Commission. 
HISTORY: .975 (59) 246. 

CASE NOTES 

The Supreme Court had original 
jurisdiction over an election dispute. 
e:ven though the language of the 
complaint related to the form of the 
ballot as it appeared in the proposing 
resolution, where it was clear that the 

court's determination would depend not 
merely upon the language of the 
question employed by the General 
Assembly, but also upon the "simplified 
explanation" as well. Taylor v Roche 
(1978, SC) 248 SE2d 580. 
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CHAPTER 15 

Absentee Registration and Voting 

ARTICLE I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

§ 7·15·10. Duties of State Election Commission. 

The State Election Commission shall be responsible for carrying 
out the provisions of Article 3 and Article 5 of this chapter. It shall 
have printed and distrihuted all forms that are required to effectllate 
these purposes: 

(I) To make it possible {(.r all persons mentioned ill § 7·15· II 0 
to register: and 

(2) To make it pm sible ('". all sud. Iff(isII'''HS to vott" in general 
and spcrial electiollS only. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23·450.3; 1975 (59) 263; 1976 (59) 1465; 1982 (62) I""" 

Editor's Note-
Although 1962 Code §23·450.3 [appearing as 1976 Code §7-15-101 was repealed by 

Section 2 of 1976 Act No. 479. identical provisions were re-anacted by Section 2 of the 
1976 Act as 1962 Code §23-449.13. and the original 1976 Code section numbers have 
been retained. 

Enet'! 1If Amendments-
1'11\ . ')H2 amendment added the words "promulgate regulations" and "drafted" in 

the fir:, paragraph, and rewrote item (2) 

Cross references-
As to the creation of the State Election Commission, see (7-3-10. §7-1S-20. 

Construction. 
Article 3 and Article 5 of this chapter shall be liberally construed in order to effec· 

!lI tHe their purposes. 

§ 7·15·20. Construction. 

Artirle 3 and ,\nicle " of this chapter shall be liherally construed 
'in order to effcttllatc their purposes, 

t1ISTOKY: 1962 Code §23·450.4; 1975 (59) 263; 1976 (59) 1465; 1982 (62) 1964 

--', ... -
!\1\TICLE 3 

ABSENTEE REGISTP.A·IION 

SEC. 
7-15-110, Penons qualified (0 regi5ler (0 "'ote by t\b~~t\t~~ m~thod. 
7-13-120. Regi.tration form •. 
7-13-ISO. Method of obtaining registration form. 
7-13-140. Completion and return orregiatration forOl, 
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7-1S-150. Entry into regiltration book. 
7-1S-160. Validity and effect of regiltration. 
7-1S-170. Prelervation and deltruction of record books and r.silnation form •. 
7-1 !j-17!'l. H.l·~i\ill';lIi()1I of P('I"WIl"i afl"1" dmillR of hook.", 
7-1S-180. V.rification ofr.giltration upon r.qu.st for "b,.nt •• ballot. 
7·15·1 no. 'l·rall.'''l1Ii1'.~ion elf Ii!! I of pl'I.\iCm" I'C,'Misll'll'd to V(lll' alld 1'('(lul','niIlK 

ahsc"llIl'(' ballOI!!. 
'·15·200, ~tililil1R to applinull of nbM'Ult'(' hOillol. im:trll('tion~. t.'le 
'·15·:.!I0. Rl'lurn-ilddn'ssl'd l·llvt·lopt·s Ill!' n:IUI'Il of ahn'lItct~ ~allf)t. 
'-15-220. Oath (0 be signed by absf'l1tf'c voter and witJII:ssed; fOlm of oafh. 
7·15.230. Marking of ballot:' return 01 h",lIn( ,Hid oath; wh~'1 ballots not (() he 

(ounled. 
7 -15-240. ConduCl of absentee voting in primal y and spe("ial elections generally; 

cooperation of boards of ft"gistralion and other State eleclion 
ofiicials with political panics or political suhdivision~. 

,7·1~·2.!~9. n~"ti{"s {)r_~~,':!!l_~Y commiuces l'Ondllcfing pi irnctlY el('(l10llS. 
7-1 !i·~HO. Dutil'S o[ p()lili{·~1 parlit.>s conducting" "p-iimary e1eciions; expenses 

int"lllTt."d in (ondliCling eieniom to be borne by parties. 

§ 7-15-110. Persons quaIified to register to vote by absen
tee method. 

The following persons shall be qualified to register to vote by 
the absentee method: 

(1) Member of the Armed Forces of the United States. 
(2) Member of the Merchant Marine of the United States. 
(3) A person serving with the American Red Cross or the United 

States Service Organizations attached to and serving with the 
Armed Forces of the United States outside of the county of his 
residence in South Carolina. 

(4) Member or employee of any department of the United States 
Government serving overseas. 

(5) Students. 
(6) A spouse and dependents residing with any of the above 

categories (1)-(5). 
(7) Physically disabled persons due to injury or illness. 
(8) Persons whose employment is out of state, their spouses and 

dependents residing with them. . 
"(9) A citizen of the United States residing outside the United States: 

(a) If he last resided in South Carolina immediately before his depar
ture from the United States; 

(b) If he could have met all qualifications to vote in federal elections 
in South Carolina even though while residing outside the United States 
he does not have a place of abode or other address in South Carolina; 
even if his intent to return to South Carolina may be uncertain, as long 
as he has complied with all applicable South Carolina qualifications and 
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requirements which are consistent with the Federal Overseas Citizens 
Voting Rights Act of 1975 (Public Law 94-203). 

Effect of Amendements-
The 1982 amendement made a number of changes to Chapter 15 of Title 7 with 

reference to absentee registration and voting, but this section was not affected. 

Cross references-
As to barrier-free polling places for physically handicapped electors, see § 7-7-990. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23445; 1975 (59) 263; 1982 (62) 1964; 1984 Act No. 266. 

Cross references-
As to constitutional provisions regarding registration of voters, generally, see SC Const, 

Art 2, § 8. 

§7-1S-120. Registration forms. 
Persons listed in items (I), (2), (3), or (4) of Section 7-15-110, their 

spouses, and dependents residing with them, and item (9) of such sec
tion may register by using either federal Standard Form 76, or any subse
quent form replacing it issued by the federal government, or the state 
absentee registration form. In order to be registered, either form must 
reach the county board of registration not later than thirty days before 
the election. 

The State Election Commission shall have printed and shall 
furnish the b<;>ard. of registr.ation of each county an adequate 
number of regtstratlon forms m the following form, substituting in 
each case the appropriate calendar year for which the cards are 
printed: 

ABSENTEE REGISTRATION FOR THE ELECTION 
TO BE HELD 

-----___________ County No.: __ _ 

READ CAREFULLY THE INSTRUCTIONS PRINTED ON THE 
REVERSE SIDE HEREOF BEFORE FILLING IN THIS FORM: 

I hereby swear (or affirm) that: 
(I) My full name is: ___ _ 
(2) I am a citizen of the United States and of the"State of South 

Carolina. 
(3) The date of my birth was: ___ _ 

(4) I am not disqualified from voting because of a criminal 
offense or confined in any penal institution under the judgment of 
a court. 

(5) I am (check appropriate blank) 
(a) in the armed forces of the United States 0 
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(b) in the Merchant Marine of the United States 
(c) serving with the American Red Cross or with the 

Service Organization 

o 
United 

o 
o 

(d) a member ( ), employee ( ) of the department 
of the United States Government serving overseas. 

(e) a student ( ) residing outside of the county of my residence 
and enrolled in an institution of learning. 

(f) a spouse ( ), dependent ( ) residing with any of the above. 
(gf physically disabled due to illness or injury ( ). 
(h) A person whose employment is out of state. 
(i) A spouse ( ), dependent ( ) residing with a person whose 

employment is out of state. 
Ul Sixty-five years of age or older ( ). 
6) My home address in South Carolina is: _______ _ 
(7) My mailing address (address to which absentee ballot should 

be sent) is: ___ _ 

(8) My State House of Representatives District Number (if 
known) is: ___ _ 

(9) My Social Security Number is: ___ _ 

Signature of Applicant 

On the back of each card shall be printed the following: 
INSTRUCTIONS. This registration form must be filled out and 

returned, in the envelope accompanying it, to your county board of 
registration. All entries except your signature should be printed or 
typewritten. 

You are required to sign the form. 
Conviction of a felony or offenses against the election laws disqualifies 

you from registering and voting, unless such disqualification shall have 
been removed by service of the sentence, including probation and parole 
time unless sooner pardoned. 

Except for persons in category (5)(g) of this form, registration by this 
form, if granted by your county board of registration, is valid only for 
the elections to be held during this calendar year. For elections which 
are held in subsequent calendar years, you must be registered again. 
Persons applying under category (5) (g), 'physically disabled due to 
illness or injury,' may, upon presentation of a written statement of 
such disability by their doctor and persons who are sixty-five years of 
age or older, may use this form instead of the regular registration form 
to be registered permanently. 

IN ORDER TO BE REGISTERED, THIS FORM MUST REACH 
YOUR COUNTY BOARD OF REGISTRATION NOT LATER 
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THAN THIRTY DAYS BEFORE THE ELECTION. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-446; 1975 (59) 263; 1982 (62) 1964; 1984 Act 
No. 266. 
Effeds of Amendments-

The 1982 amendment substituted "felony conviction or offense against the election laws" for 
"criminal offense or confined in any penal institution under the judgement of a court" in item 
(4) concerning disqualifications from voting. the amendment also substituted a new 3rd paragraph 
under INSTRUCTIONS concerning disqualifications from voting. 

§7-15-130. Method of obtaining registration forms 
Any person specified in Section 7-15-110 or any relative or friend of such 

person, may at any time request from the board of registration of the county 
of the residence of such person a registration form, and in making such request, 
shall furnish the name and home address and absentee mailing address of such 
person. 

Application for an election ballot on any form provided members of the Arm
ed Forces, Merchant Marine, or overseas citizens by federal government must 
be considered as a request for a registration form, and the State Election Com
mission shall forward all forms received by it to the board of registration of 
the proper county. Upon receipt of a request, the Board of registration shall 
immediately mail a registration form, together with a return-address envelope, 
to the person specified in Section 7-15-110 at the absentee mailing address given. 
The board of registration shall number each registration form and keep a record 
book in which must be recorded the number of the form, the name, home ad

dress, and as ben tee mailing address of the person for whom the registration 
form is requested, the name, address, and relation, if any, of the person re
questing the for, the date upon which the form is requested, and the date upon 
which the form is mailed. For good cause, tlie board may furnish a duplicate 
registration form, noting the fact in the record book. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-447; 1975 (59) 263; 1982 (62) 1964; 1984 Act 
No. 266 
§ 7-15-140. Completion and return of registration form. 

The person to whom the registration form is mailed shall 
complete the form. The form shall then be mailed to the proper 
board of registration in the return-addressed envelope accompany
ing the rellistration form. Upon the return of the registration form 
to the board, the board shall stamp or write thereon the date of its 
receipt. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code 6 23-448: 1975 (59) 263. 

§ 7-15-150. Entry into registration book. 
Upon the return of the registration form, the board shall 

consider the information upon the form and any other information 
that it may have or obtain concerning the applicant and judge his 
legal qualifications for registration. If he is found to be entitled to 
registration, the board shall enter his name in the registration 
book for his voting precinct, noting after his name the words 
"Absentee Registration", the number of the registration form and 
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the year for which the registration is valid. Such entry shall 
constitute the registration of the applicant. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-449; 1975 (59) 263; 1982 (62) 1964. 

§ 7-15-160. Validity and effect of registration. 

Each registration under the provisions of this article shall be valid 
onh" for the cail-ndar year in which it is granted and shall allow the 
regislranl to vole during that year only in any general. special or 
primary eieniml. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-450; 1975 (59) 263; 1976 (59) 1465. 

Editor's Note -
S"<liOIl ~ of 1\17(; .\<1 :-.10. ~7!1 11976 (!i9) I~(;!\I rl"peal<'d § 2~-4:;O of th< 1!1(;2 

Cooe.' ;lIld l'II'H'll'd ~ 23·"""9.1 in Iit'll then'oL dlerlive M'lrch 2. 197H. The IWO 
pI'O\'i~ions arc..' icil-ntir,,) and § 23~449.1 has been dC"signcHcd <lnd ("odilit-d as 
§ 7-15-1 (iO of 11ll' 197fj Cod!' by the Codt· Commissioner. 

§ 7.15.170 P reservation and destruction of record books 
and registration forms. 

Each county board of registration shall preserve the record book 
required to be kept by § 7-15·130 and the registration forms of all 
applicants for registration until the end of the calendar year and until 
the time for contesting the elections shall have expired. at which time 
they shall be destroyed; but if any contest concerning the elections 
is then pending the record book and the forms shall not be destroyed 
until the final determination of the contest. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-450.1; 1975 (59) 263; 1976 (59) 1465; 

Editor's Note -
Serlion 2 of HI7(; 0\<1 No. ~7!1 II !l7(; (!i!)) '1~6!\1 repealed § 23-4!\0.1 of the 1962 

Code and enact('d § 23·4·J9.2 in li('u Ih<,·T(·or. dlc.'ni\'(' Marrh 2, 1976. The two 
provisions art' id('nli('411 and § 23-440.2 has been designated and codified as 
§ 7-15·170 of Ih(' 197(; Code by the Code Commissiollt,r. 

§ 7·15·175. Registration of persons after closing of books. 

Nothing in this article shall be construed as allowing registration 
under the provisions of this article after the registration books have 
been dosed as required by § § 7·5-150 and 7·5-220. 

- -- --_. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-449.3; 1976 (59) 1465; 1982 (62) 1964. 

Research and Practice References-
29 C.J .S., Elections §39. 

Effect of Amendments-
The 1982 amendment made a number of changes to Chapter 15 of 

Title 7 with reference to absentee registration and voting, but this sec-
tion was not affected. . 148 



§ 7-15-180. Verification of registration upon request for 
absentee ballot. 

Upon the request for an absentee ballot by any person, qualified 
to receive an absentee ballot under the provisions of § 7-15-320, the 
registration board shall verify if such applicant is registered. If no 
record of such applicant's registration is found, such board shall 
immediately forward to such applicant a registration form as 
provided in § 7-15-120. In the case of any such person found to be 
so registered, the board of registration shall insure his receipt of a 
ballot as provided in Article 5 of this chapter for those receiving 
registration under provisions of this article. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-449.4; 1976 Acl No. 479 §2. 

Editor's Note-
Although 1962 Code §23-450.2; [appearing as 1976 Code §7-15-18001 was repealed 

by Section 2 of 1976 Act No. 479. identical provisions were re-<!nacted by Section 2 of 
the 1976 Act as 1962 Code §23-449.4. and the original 1976 Code section numbers have 
been retained. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code ~ 23-450.2; 1975 (59) 263: 1976 (59) 1465. 

Editor's Nolr-
Section 2 "I' I ~76 Acl No, 479 (1976 (59) 14651 repealed § 23-450.2 of the 1%2 Code 

and enacted ~ ~J-449 .. l in lieu thereof, effective March 2,1976. The two provisions are 
identical and § 2.1-449..l has been designated and codified as § 7-15-180 or the 1976 Code 
by the Code Commissioner. 

ATIORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

The proper authority to receive a request absentee ballot received by the politicaJ par-' 
for an absentee ballot for a primary clee- ty instead of the registration hoard should 
tion would be the county registration not be honored as a valid request for a 
board. However, in order to facilitate an ballot. Op. AH'y Gen. to Hon. Zilla"Hin
individual's right to vote there would ap- ton. May 23. 1980. 
pear to be no reason why a request for an 

§ 7-15-190. Transmission of lis I of persons registered to vote 
and requesting absentee ballots. 

Immediately upon the closing of the registration books thirty days 
before each election the board of registration of each county shall 
transmit to Ihe commissioners of election of the county or to the 
county collllllittee for each political party of the county which makes 
a request then:f(,.., a list of the names of the persons who are 
reg'istered f(lr the particular election in the manner provided in 
§ i-I !j-I!'iO alld who have requested ballots under the provisions of 
§ 7-1 !'i-I !-l0. tog-ether with their respective absentee mailing 
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addresses. their respective voting precincts and the number of the 
respectiv(, registratioll cards. where applicable. 
HISTORY: 1976 (59) 1465. 

Editor's Note -
Thi" '('(lion i., dli.'nin' :\I;IITh~, 1~)7(;. 

Cross references -
:\ .... III 1I1l1'llion Oil n.'gi''''lratioll list of ahsentee \'olt:rs. ~('(' § 7-15-430 . 
. h 10 p!'l'par'llioll ;lIld a\'ailahililY lilt, public.' insp('ction of li~1 of pt'rsons iSSII(,'d 

;lIld \dlO (a", ah\t.'Illt.,l' h;llIo, ... , S('t' ~ 7-1 S---t-tO. 

§ 7-15-200. Mailing to applicant of absentee ballot, 
instructions, etc. 

Upon receipt of the list of names the county committee. the 
commissioners of election or other persons responsible for the 
conduct of the election shall, as soon as the ballot to be used i11 the 
election arc delivered to them. mail at his absentee address, in one 
envelope, the following items to each person qualified to receive an 
absentee ballot and who has requested an absentee ballot: 

{I) One of each ballot to be used in the election; 
(2) :\ copy of the oath set forth in § 7-15-220; 
(3) Printed instructions as to the marketing, folding and return of 

each ballot and as to the signing and return of the oath; 
(4) A return-addressed envelope for the return of the ballots and 

the oath to the commissioners of election; 
(5) An\' additional oath, instructions or information necessary to 

enable s~ch absentee ballot applicant to execute and return a b;llot 
legall\' acceptable by the o{fi,:ials charg(,d with conducting such 
elecrion. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-449.6: 1976 (59) 1465. 

Editor's Note -
Thi~ -"(,("lion i.Ii ('Irenin!' March 2. 1!l7f~. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

The proper authority to receive a request 
for an absentee ballot for a primary elec· 
tion would be the county registration 
board. However. in order to facilitate an 
individual's right to vote there would ap
pear to be no reason why a request for an 

absentee ballot received by the political par
ty instead of the registration board should 
not be honored as a valid request for a 
ballot. Op. Att'y Gen. to Hon. Zilla Hin
ton, May 23, 1980. 

§7-15-210. Specifications for return-addressed en\"elopes_ 
Thc return-addressed envelope required bv item (4) ur ~ 7-15-

200 to be sent to each absentee nallot appiic~m shall ha\'e primed 
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on its face in the upper leI! hand comer the words "Abselllee 
ballots for County. . (county seat). South 
Carolina." All blanks on the face of the envelope shall be filled in 
by the commissioners of election prior to the mailing of the ballot 
to the absentee ballot applicant. On the back shall appear blanks 
which the voter shall fill in with his name anci address. The 
envelope shall be of such thickness as to make it impossible to 
read any of its contents without opening the envclop'·. When the 
ballot is for usc in a primary election the reI urn-addressed t'nve
lope referred to herein and in § 7-15-200 shall he changed 
appropriately to insur" its r,'turn to the prop"r COllnt\" 'Ollllllill,·'·. 
HISTORY: 1976 (59) 1465_ 

§ 7-15-220_ Signing and witnessing of oath of ah.entee 
ballot applicant. 

Th" oath. a copy of whi .. h i, reqllil'l'd hv ill'lIl (~J of § 7-1:.-:!O() 
to be sent each abselltC'e ballot applicant ilnd which j ... required hy 
§ 7-15-2:10 to be returned \\:. h II ... ,,1I\,·nl .. , b"ll"t "pplilallt"s 
ballot. shall he sigHed b\" th" absellte/' b"lIol "ppit"""1 and wit
nesst·,1. Th" oath shall be in the rollu\\'in~ form: 

[ hereby swear (or affirm) that [ am duly qualified to vote at this 
election according to the Constitution of the State of South 
Carolina. that [ have not voted during this election. that the ballot 
or ballots with which this oath is enclosed is 111\' ballot and that [ 
have received no assistance in voting m)' balloi that [ would not 
have b"en entitled to receive had [ voted in person at my voting 
precinct. 

Signature of Voter 
Dated on this ___ day of ____ 19_ 

HISTORY: 1976 (59) 1465. 

Research and Practice References-
26 Am Jur :!d. l':Iectiuu.) ; :!·HL 
29 CJS. F.lection, § ~ 10. 

Signalure of Witness 

Address of Wilness 

., 

§ 7-15-230. Marking and rctur~ of ballot; ballot shall not 
be count<:d unless oath signed and ballot return .. d prior to 
dosmg oi polls. . 

Upon receipt of the ballot or ballots the absentee ballot applicant 
shall mark each ballot on which he wishes to vote. fold it so that its 
contents cannot be distinguished without unfolding it and mail it in 
compliance with the instructions received by him with the ballot. Enclos
ed with the ballot or ballots shall be the oath set forth in § 7-15-220. 
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No ballot shall be counted unless the oath is properly signed and enclosed 
therewith nor shall any ballot be counted which is received by the com
missioners of election or other officials charged with the conduct of 
the election after time for closing of the polls, and the printed instruc
tions required by item (3) of § 7-15-200 to be sent each absentee ballot 
applicant shall notify him that his vote will not be counted in either 
of these events: 

HISTORY: 1978 (59) 1485. 

Research and Practice References-
26 Am Jur 2d. Eknions § 250. 
29 CjS. Elwions ~ ~ 10. 

CASE NOTES 

No witness signature. - This section 
mandates the exclusion of absentee 
votes that are not signed by a witness. 
Gregory v South Carolina DemOcratic 
Executive Committee (1978, SC) 247 
SE2d 439. , 

Although vote-buying in mixed 
I state/fedeial election allegedly involved on

ly office of county sheriff, jurisdiction lay 
under federal statute proscribing vote
buying as there was possibility of corrup
tion of the two federal contests in the 
primary because many of the envelopes 
containing absentee ballots were unsealed 
when they were picked up from voters and 
turned into one defendant and there was 
testimony that such defendant and several 
workers helped voters mark their absentee 
ballots not only for sheriff's race but for 
others as well and some of the 400 absentee 
ballots received in the precinct apparently 

were voted in the congressional election. 
Voting Rights Act of 1965, § II (c), 42 
U.S.C.A. § 1973 (c). 
United States v. Carmichael, 685 F. 2d 903 
(1982). 

Activities of defendant, who induced 
each voter to apply for absentee ballot 
without regard to whether voter actually 
met requirements for ab.~ntee voting, who 
was present when each voter marked ballot 
and in some cases actually marked ballot 
himself, who also provided voters with 
varying quantum of advice, and who per
sonally paid each voter and collected each 
absentee ballot, tainted federal election 
process even though intended to infuence 
only local election, and thus fell squarely 
within prohibtion of federal vote-buying 
statute. Voting Rights Act of 1965, §ll(c), 
42 U.S.C.A. §1973 (c). 
United States v. Mason, 673 F. 2d 737 
(1982). 

§ 7-15-240. Conduct of absentee voting in primary lind 
special elections generally; cooperation of boards of 
registration and other State election officials with political 
parties or political subdivisions. 

Absentee balloting in primary and special elections shall be in 
accordance with regulations of the political party or political 
subdivision conducting any such election which are not in conflict 
with any provision of this Title. Boards of registration and all other 
election officials of this State shall cooperate with such authorities 
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to the end that the right to vote may be preserved for all persons as 
. defined in § § 7-15-310 and 7-15-320. 

HISTORY: 1976 (59) 1465. 

Editor's Note -
This secrion is efTcClin;" March 2, 1976. 

§ 7-15-250. Duties of county committees conducting primary 
elections_ 

In conducting primary elections. county committees shall perform' 
the duties generally required in this article of commissioners of 
election. 
HISTORY: 1976 (59) 1465. 

Editor's Note -
This section is ('fft."nin' March 2. 197ti, 

AITORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS' 

The proper authority to receive a a request for an absentee ballot n:ceiveu 
request for an absentee ballot for a by the political party instead of the 
primary election would be the county registration board should. not J>e 
registration board. However, in order to 'honored as a valid request' fOT a ballot .. 
facilitate an individual's right to vote Op. "Att'y Gen. to Hon. Zilla Hinton, 
there would appear to be no reason why May 23. 1980. 

§ 7-15-260. Duties of political parties conducting primary elections; ex
penses incurred in conducting elections to be borne by parties, 

Any political party conducting a primary in this State is responsible 
for carrying our the provisions of this article by making ballots and elec
tion material available so that the persons named in § 7-15-320 may be 
enabled to vote in primary elections subject to the rules and regulations 
of such political party. All expenses incurred by any political party con
ducting elections subject to the provisions of this article shall be borne 
by such political party. 

-- ... _. 
HISTORY: 1976 (59) 146S. 

Research and Practice Rererences -
25 Am. Jur. 2d. ElcCiiolls § 163. 

ALR and L Ed Annotations -
Con'truction an<!cffect of absentee voter's law. 97 ALR 2d 257. _ 
.. ~"-~--- ~ 

7-15-370. Furnishing ballots and envelopes; duties of county registration board. 
7-15-375. Return envelope for absentee ballot. 
7·15·380. Oath of absentee ballot applicant. 
7·15·385. Marking ballot; return; records; storage. 
7-15-390. Absentee balloting in primary and special elections; municipal elections. 
7-15-395. Responsibilities of political parties; expenses. 

§ 7-15-310. Definitions, 
As used in this anicle: 
(I). The term "members of the Armed Forces of the United 

States" means members of .the UnitedStates Army, the United 
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States Navy. the United States Marine Corps. the United States Air 
Force. the United States Coast Guard. or any of their respective 
components; 

(2) The term "members of the Merchant Marine of the United 
States" means all officers and men engaged in maritime service on 
board ships; 

(3) The term "students" means all persons residing outside of 
the counties of their respective residences. enrolled in an institu
tion of learning; 

(4) The term "physically disabled person" shall mean a person 
who. because of injury or illness. cannot be present in person at 
his voting place on Election Day; 

(5) The term "registration form" means the form described in 
. t 7-15-120; and 

(6) The term "persons in employment" means those persons 
who by virtue of their employment obligations are unable to vote 
in person. 

(7) The term "authorized representative" means a registered elector who. with 
the voter's permission, acts on behalf of a voter unable to go to the polls because 
of illness or disability resulting in his confinement in a hospital, sanatorium, 
nursing home, or place of residence, or a voter unable because of a physical 
handicap to go to his polling place or because of such handicap unable to vote 
at his polling place due to existing architectural barriers which deny him physical 
access to the polling place, voting booth, or voting apparatus or machinery. 
Under no circumstance shall a candidate or a member of a candidate's paid 
campaign staff or volunteers reimbursed for the time they expend on campaign 
activity be considered an "authorized representative" of an elector desiring to 
vote by absentee ballot. 

(8) The term "immediate family" means a person's spouse, parents, children, 
brothers, or sisters. 

(9) The term 'overseas citizen' means a citizen of the United States residing 
outside of the United States as specified by Section 7-15-110. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23441: (48) 423: 1966 (54) 2376; 1973 (58) 73; 1975 (59) 813; 
1982 (62) 1964; 1984 Act No. 266. 
Effect of Amendments-

The 1982 amendment added item (7) defining "authorized representative" and item 
(8) defining "immediate family". 

CASE NOTES 
Error on application.-The fact that an franchised. Gregory v South Carolina 

applicant for an absentee ballot checked the Democratic Executive Commitee 271 SC 
wrong reason for being absent was not a . 364, 247 SE2d 439. (1978). 
basis for directing that the voter be disen· 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 
Absentee balloting is permitted in school absentee ballots, they would have the right 

or municipal elections. 1973-74 Op. Ally to check behind the request with the per
Gen., No. 3702, p. 55. son for whom the request is being made. 

If the board has some reason to question Op Ally. Gen. to Betty S. Whitesides, Sept. 
whether or not an authorized representative 2, 1982. 
actually has been authorized to request 154 



§ 7-15-320. Persons qualified to vote by absentee ballot. 
Any qualified elector in the following categories must be permitted 

to vote by absentee ballot in all elections when he is absent from his county 
of residence on election day during the hours the polls are open, to such 
extent that it prevents him from voting in person except that physically 
disabled persons, poll managers, county voter registration board members 
and staff, and county election commission members and staff working 
on election day, and persons whose employment obligations require that 
they be at their place of employment during the hours that the polls are 
open and present written certification of such obligation, signed hy their 
employer, to the county registration board may vote by absentee ballot 
whether or not absent from their county of residence: 

(1) Students, their spouses, and dependents residing with them. 
(2) Members of the Armed Forces and the Merchant Marine of the 

United States, their spouses, and dependents residing with them. 
(3) Persons serving with the American Red Cross or with the United 

Service Organizations who are attached to and serving with the Armed 
Forces of the United States, their spouses, and dependents residing with 
them. 

(4) Persons in employment. 
(5) Physically disabled persons. 
(6) Governmental employees, their spouses, and dependents residing 

with them. 
(7) Electors with a death or funeral in the family within a three-day 

period prior to the election. 
(8) Persons on vacation (who by virtue of vacation plans will be ab

sent from their county of residence on election day). 
(9) Poll managers, county voter registration board members and staff, 

and county election commission members and staff working on election 
day. 

(10) Overseas citizens." 

HISTORY: 1962 code § 23-442: 1953 (48) 423: 1960 (51) 1598: 1966 (54) 2376: 1975 
(59) 815: 1982 (62) 1964; 1984 Act No. 266. 

Effect of Amendments-
The t982 amendment added the phrase 

"during the hours the polls arc open" in 
the first sentence of the introductory 
paragraph, and also added the phrase "poll 
managers, county voler registration board 
members and staff, and county election 
commissin members and staff working on 
election day" after physically disabled per· 
sons in the same sentence. In item (4), ' 
"Persons in" was added. Former item (8) i 

concerning professions of ministry. 
teaching, and medical was deleted, former 
item (9) was renumbered (8), and a new 
item (9) was added. 

Cross references-

As to barrier-free polling places for 
physically handicapped electors, see § 
7·7-990. 

As to responsibilty for expenses in mak-
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ing ballots and election material available 
so that persons named in ' 7-15-320 may 
be enabled to vote in primary elections, see 
'7-15-395. 

As to the right of suffrage, see SC Const, 
Art 2. 

Research and Practice References-

26 Am Jur 2d, Elections n 243, 244, 247. 
29 CJS, Elections' 210(3). 
Elections and Voting. 25 SC L Rev 417. 

ALR and L Ed Annotations-
Construction and effect of absentee voters' laws. 97 ALR2d 257. 

ATIORNEY GENEltAL'S OPINIONS 

Army reservista on active duty for Armed Forces and are eligible to vote 
training.-Memben of the United by absentee ballot during the two-week 
States Army Reserve on active dut), for summer training period. 1961\.'66 Ops. 
the normal two weeks summer traming AIl'y Gen., No 2055, p 148. 
period are· considered memben of the 

A person may work out of state and vote 
by absentee method. Op. Atty. Gen. to 
Hon. Thomas F. Hartnett, July 20, 1977. 

§ 7-15-330. Time of application for absentee ballot;application in person. 

To vote by absentee ballot, any qualified elector or a member of his 
immediate family, must request an application to vote by absentee ballot 
in person, by telephone, or by mail from the county registration board 
for the county of the voter's residence. A person requesting an applica
tion for a qualified elector as such qualified elector's authorized represen
tative must request an application to vote by absentee ballot in person 
or by mail only and must himself be a registered voter and must sign 
an oath to the effect that he fits the statutory definition of such a represen
tative, This signed oath must be kept on file with the board of registra
tion until the end of the calendar year or until all contests concerning 
a particular election have been finally determined, whichever is later. 
A candidate or a member of a candidate's paid campaign staff including 
volunteers reimbursed for time expended on campaign activity is not 
allowed to request applications for absentee voting for any person 
designated in this section unless such person is a member of the immediate 
family. A request for an application to vote by absentee ballot must be 
made not earlier than sixty days prior to the election in which the qualified 
elector desires to be permitted to vote by absentee ballot. Completed ap
plications must be returned to the county registration board in person 
or by mail before 5:00 p.m. on the fourth day preceding the day of the 
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election: applications must be accepted by the county board of registra
tion until 5:00 p.m. on the day immediately preceding the election for 
those who appear in person and are qualified to vote absentee pursuant 
to Section 7-15-320 (4) and (7). The board of registration shall serially 
number each absentee ballot application form and keep a record book 
in which must be recorded the number of the form, the name, home ad
dress, and absentee mailing address of the person from whom the absentee 
ballot application form is requested: the name, address, voter registra
tion number, and relationship of the person requesting the form, if other 
than the applicant; the date upon which the form is requested; and the 
date upon which the form is issued. This information must become a 
public record at 9:00 a.m. on the day immediately preceding the elec
tion. Any person who violates the provisions of this section is subject 
to the penalties provided in Section 7-25-170. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code§ 23-443; 1953 (48) 423; 1960 (51) 1598; 1971 (57) 
85; 1975 (59) 815; 1982 (62) 1964; 1984 Act No. 266. 

Research and Practice References-
26 Am Jur 2d, Elections § 250. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

When ballot may be received.- Absentee ballot applications are 
This section would authorize a per- . clearly intendtd to be distributed on
son to receive a ballot if they apply Iy from the office of the county 
in person before five o'clock p.m. on board of registration and from no 
the day preceding the election. Op. other location. Op. Atty. Gen. to 
Att'y Gen. to Hon. Zilla Hinton, Ms. Betty S. Whitesides, Sept. 2, 
May 23, 1980. 1982. 

As the authorized representative If a person attempting to vote by 
may request an absentee ballot in absentee ballot is not on the list of 
person or by mail it would appear persons entitled to vote by absentee 
that he could also be sent a copy of ballot, it would be grounds to 
the oath for him to return it by mail. challenge the ballot. Op. Atty. Gen. 
Op. Atty. Gen. to Ms. Betty S. to Ms. Eloise P. Kirkland, May 28, 
Whitesides, Sept. 2, 1982. 1976. 

7-15-340 
Form of application for absentee ballot. 

The application required in Section 7-15-330 to be submitted to such 
election officials must be in the following form; except that persons listed 
in Section 7-15-320 (2),(3),(6), and (10) may use Standard Form 76, or 
any subsequent form replacing it, provided by the federal government 
as a· simultaneous request for registration and an absentee ballot or a 
request for an absentee ballot if already registered. 
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APPLICATION FOR ABSENTEE BALLOT 

TO THE BOARD OF VOTER 
REGISTRATION: COUNTY 

I hereby apply for an absentee ballot and request that I be permitted 
to vote in the election to be held on the day of 
__ -,-____ --,-::---,----, 19 . (If you will also be absent for 
any subsequent runoff election which is held two weeks after the initial 
election and wish for an absentee ballot for the runoff to be sent to your 
absentee address, check here [ ]) 

(If a ballot is requested for a primary election, print your political party 
preference in this space .) 

I am a qualified elector and am registered to vote in the 
_______ ---,-,..precint and State House 
of Representatives District. (If known.). My registration certificate 
number is . My full name is 

Please Print 

I hereby swear or affirm, UNDER PENALTY OF LAW, that I will be 
absent from my county of residence on election day during the hours 
the polls are open or unable to appear at the polling place because of 
physical disability, employment obligations requiring that I be at my place 
of employment in my county of residence during the hours the polls are 
open, responsibilities as a poll manager, county registration board 
member or staff, or county election commission member or staff, and 
that I am eligible to vote by absentee ballot under one of the following 
categories: 

(CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX) 
[ ] 1. Students, their spouses, and dependents residing with them. 

(The term 'students' shall mean all persons residing outside of the counties 
of their respective residences, enrolled in an institution of learning.) 

[ ]2. Armed Forces, Merchant Marine, their spouses, and dependents 
residing with them. 

[ ] 3. Persons serving with the American Red Cross or with the United 
Service Organizations who are attached to and serving with the Armed 
Forces of the United States, their spouses, and dependents residing with 
them. 

[ ] 4. Employment. (The term 'employment' means those persons 
who by virtue of their employment obligations will be absent from their 
county of residence on election day during the hours the polls are open 
and who will be unable to vote in person, those persons who are required 
by their employment obligations to be at their place of employment in 
their county of residence during the entire hours that the polls are open 
and will be unable to vote in person; and further, must present written 
certification of such obligations, signed by their employer, to the coun
ty registration board.) 
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[ )5. Physically disabled person. (The term 'physically disabled per
son' means a person who because of injury or illness, cannot be present 
in person at his voting place on election day whether physically present 
inside or outside his county of residence.) 

[ )6. Governmental employees, their spouses, and dependents residing 
with them, who are out of their county of residence on election day dur
ing the hours the polls are open. 

( ) 7. DC:II II in family, or attending funeral within a three-day period 
.. election. 

) 8. Pers,,'l.' ,," vacation (who by virtue of vacation plans will be 
absent from their county of residence and unable to vote in person). 

[ ) 9. Poll managers and county voter registration board members 
and staff, and county election commision members and staff, working 
on election day. 

(Persons in this category are entitled to vote by absentee ballot whether 
physically present inside or outside of their county of residence on elec
tion day during the hours the polls are open.) 

[ ) 10. Overseas citizens. 

My home address in South Carolina as shown on my registration cer
tificate is: 

My absentee mailing address (address to which absentee ballot should 
be mailed) is: 

Signature 
I-

"Social Security or Identification Number" 

HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-444: 1953 (48) 423: 1971 (57) 85: 1975 (59) 815: 1982 (62) 1964: 1984 

Act No. 266; 1984 Act No. 402. 

Effects of Amendments-
The 1982 amendment deleted the provisions for voting by persons in the profession of ministry. 

teaching, medical in box number 9 to 8, and added box number 9 concerning poll managers and 
the county voter registration board staff workers. The amendment also made changes to the ap
plication focm following box number 9. 

§ 7-15-350. Verification of registration. 
Upon the receipt of a completed application form from any person, 

qualified to receive an absentee ballot.under the provisions of § 7-15-320. 
the registration board shall verify if such applicant is registered in thf 
precinct of his residence. If no record of such applicant's registration 
is found, the board shall immediately forward to such applicant a registra 
tion form as provided in § 7-15-120. When any such person is subse 
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quently found to be registered, the board of registration shall insure his 
receipt of a ballot as provided in this article. 
HISTORY: 1982 (62) 1964. 

Attorney General's Opinions 

If a person attempting to vote by 
absentee ballot is not on the list of persons 
entitled to vote by absentee ballot, it would 
be grounds to challenge the ballot. Op. At· 
ty. Gen. to Ms. Eloise P. Kirkland, May 
28. 1976. 

§ 7-15-360. Furnishing ballots and envelopes. 
The board of registration of each county shall be furnished by the commis

sioners of election of the county or the county committee for each political party 
holding a primary a sufficient number of ballots and envelopes not to exceed 
fifteen percent of the number of registered voters in that county to enable the 
board of registration to deliver such materials to qualified electors desiring to 
vote by absentee ballot. 

HISTORY: 1982 (62) 1964 

§ 7-15-365 Ballots and instructions furnished by county board of registration. 
The board of registration of each county must be furnished by the municipal 

election commission of each municipality holding an election or the executive 
committee of a municipal party holding a primary, a sufficient number of 
ballots, envelopes, and instructions to the absentee voter not to exceed fifteen 
percent of the number of registered voters in the municipality and sufficient 
postage to enable the board of registration to deliver materials to qualified elec
tors desiring to vote by absentee ballot. The envelope required by item (4) of 
Section 7-15-370 must bear the return address of the county board of registration. 

HISTORY: 1984 Act No. 266. 

§ 7-15-370. Furnishing ballots and envelopes; duties of county registra
tion board. 

Upon receipt of the ballots and envelopes, the county registration board 
shall as soon as possible furnish the following items to each person 
qualified to receive 'an absentee ballot and who has validly completed 
a written application for an absentee ballot: 

(I) One of each ballot to be used in the election; 
(2) Printed instructions as to the marking, folding and return of each 

ballot and as to the signing (and return) of the oath; 
(3) An unmarked envelope in which all completed ballots are to be 

placed; 
(4) A return-addressed envelope imprinted on the back with the oath 

set forth in § 7-15-385 to be used for the return of the unmarked envelope 
(and enclosed ballots) to the board of registration; 
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(5) Any additional oath, instructions or information necessary to enable 
such absentee ballot applicant to execute and return a ballot legally ac
ceptable by the officials charged with conducting such election. 

The Board of registration shall record in the record book required by 
§ 7-15-330 to be kept by the board the date such materials are requested 
by written application and the date they are issued to the qualified elec
tor. Election materials which are mailed shall be sent to the voter's 
absentee mailing address. 

HISTORY: 1982 (62) 1964 

Cross references-
As to notice that an absentee ballot will not be counted because of 

irregularities, see § 7-15-420. 

§ 7-15-375. Return envelope for absentee ballot. 
The return-addressed envelope required by item (4) of § 7-15-370 to 

be sent to each absentee ballot applicant shall have printed on its face 
in the upper left hand corner the words 'Absentee ballots for 

County, (county seat), South 
Carolina.' All blanks on the face of the envelope shall be filled in by 
the county board of registration prior to the issuance of the ballot to 
the absentee ballot applicant. On the back shall appear blanks which 
the voter shall fill in with his name and address. 
HISTORY: 1982 (62) 1964. 

§ 7-15-380. Oath of absentee ballot applicant. 
The oath, which is required by § 7-15-370 to be imprinted on the return

addressed envelope, furnished each absentee ballot applicant, shall be 
signed by the absentee ballot applicant and witnessed. The address of 
the witness shall appear on the oath. The oath shall be in the following 
form: 

I hereby swear (or affirm) that I am duly qualified to vote at this elec
tion according to the Constitutionion of the State of South Carolina, 
that I have not voted during this election, that the ballot or ballots con
tained in this envelope is my ballot and that I have received no assistance 
in voting my ballot that I would not have been entitled to receive had 
I voted in person at my voting precinct. 

Signature of Voter 

Dated on this ___ day ________ of 19 __ _ 

Signature of Witness . 
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HISTORY: 1982 (62) 1964 

Cross references-
As to not counting a ballot in absence of the oath, see § 7-15-420 

§ 7-15-385. Marking ballot; return; records; storage. 
Upon receipt of the ballot or ballots the absentee ballot applicant shall 

mark each ballot on which he wishes to vote and placed each ballot in 
the single unmarked envelope which in turn shall be place in the return
addressed envelope. The applicant shall then return such return- addressed 
envelope in compliance with the instructions received by him with the 
ballot. Signed and witnessed on each return envelope shall be the oath 
set forth in § 7-15-380. The board of registration shall record in the record 
book required by § 7-15-330 to be kept by the board the date the return
ed addressed envelope with witnessed oath and enclosed ballot or ballts 
is received by the board. The board shall then securely store such 
envelopes in a locked box or boxes within the office of the registratiun 
board. 
HISTORY: 1982 (62) 1964 

§7~15-390. Absentee balloting in primary and special; municipal elec
tions; . 

Absentee balloting in the primary, special and municipal election must 
be in accordance with the provisions of Title 7. 

HISTORY: 1982 (62) 19114, 1984 Act. No. 266 

Cross references-
As to municipal elections, generally, see §§ 7-5-610 et seq. 

§7-15-395. Responsibilities of political parties; expenses. 
Any political party conducting a primary in this State is responsible 

for carrying out the provisions of this article by making ballots and elec
tion material available so that the persons named in §7-15-320 may be 
enabled to vote in primary elections. All expenses incurred by any political 
party in conducting elections subject to the provisions of this artick shall 
be borne by such political party. 
HISTORY: 1982 Act No. 280, §I, eff February 24, 1982. 

§ 7-15-400. Special write-in absentee ballot. 
(A) A qualified absentee elector as provided in subsection (C) of this 

section may apply not earlier than ninety days before an election for a 
special write-in absentee ballot. This ballot must be used for each 
general and special election and primaries for federal offices, statewide 
offices, and members of the General Assembly. 
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(B) The application for a special write-in absentee ballot may be 
made on the federal post card application form or on a form prescribed 
by the State Election Commission. 

(C) In order to qualify for a special write-in absentee ballot, the 
voter must state that he is unable to vote by regular absentee ballot or 
in person due to requirements of military service or due to living in 
isolated areas or extremely remote areas of the world. This statement 
may be made on the federal post card application or on a form 
prepared by the State Election Commission and supplied and returned 
with the special write-in absentee ballot. 

(D) Upon receipt of this application, the County Board ofRegistra
tion shall issue the special write-in absentee ballot which must be 
prescribed and provided by the State Election Commission. The ballot 
shall list the offices for election in the general election. It may list the 
candidates for office if known at the time of election. This ballot shall 
permit the elector to vote by writing in a party preference for each 
office, the names of specific candidates for each office, or the name of 
the person whom the voter prefers for each office. 

ARTICLE 7 
ABSENTEE VOTING PRECINCTS 

§7-15-410, Absentee voting precinct shall be established in each county; 
location. 

In each county there must be established an absentee voting precinct 
located in the office of the county board of registration. The county elec
tion commission, municipal election commission, county committee for 
each political party, or executive committee of each municipal party in 
the case of primary elections is responsible for the tabulation and repor
ting of ballots at the absentee voting precinct. The absentee ballots must 
remain in the custody of the county board of registration until transfer
red to the county election commission, municipal election commission, 
county committee for each political party or executive committee of each 
municipal party for the purpose of tabulation and reporting as provid
ed in Section 7-15-420. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-450.1; 1971 (57) 97; 1982 (62) 1964; 1984 
Act. No. 266 

Effect of Amendments-
The 1982 amendment substantially rewrote this section. 
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Attorney General's Opinions 

If a person attempting to vote by 
absentee ballot is not on the list of 
persons entitled to vote by absentee 
ballot, it would be grounds to 
challenge the ballot. Op. Atty. Gen. 
to Ms. Eloise P. Kirkland, May 28, 
1976. 

§7-15-420. Receipt, tabulation and reporting of absentee ballots. 
The county election commission, municipal election commission, coun· 

ty committee for each political party, or executive committee of each 
municipal party in the case of primary elections shall be responsible for 
the tabulation and reporting of absentee ballots. At the time of the clos
ing of the polls, the managers appointed pursuant to Section 7-13-70 shall 
begin the process of tabulating the absentee ballots by making certain 
that each oath has been properly signed and witnessed and includes the 
address of the witness. No ballot may be counted unless the oath is pro
perly signed and witnessed nor may any ballot be counted which is receiv
ed by the county registration board after time for closing of the polls. 
The printed instructions required by item (2) of Section 7-15-370 to be 
sent each absentee ballot applicant must notify him that his vote may 
not be counted in either of these events. If a ballot is not challenged, 
the sealed return-addressed envelope must be opened by the managers, 
and the enclosed unmarked envelope removed and placed in a locked 
box or boxes until the polls close. After all return-addressed envelopes 
have been emptied in this manner, the managers must remove the ballots 
contained in the unmarked envelopes, placing each one in the ballot box 
provided for the applicable contest. When all absentee ballots have been 
placed in the ballot boxes, they must be tabulated and reported as a 
separate precinct in the same manner as other ballots of the county are 
counted on election day. The absentee voter precinct is a countywide 
precinct and a part of each election district in the county. If any ballot 
is challenged the return-addressed envelope may not be opened, but must 
be put aside and the procedure set forth in Section 7-13-830 must be utiliz
ed; but the absentee voter must be given reasonable notice of the chal
lenged ballot. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-450.2; 1971 (57) 97; 
1980 (61) 1335; 1982 (62) 1964; 1984 Act No. 266 
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Effect of Amendments-
The 1980 amendment eliminated the requirement that the final tabula

tion of absentee ballots be included in the totals of the resident precinct 
of the absentee voter. 

The 1982 amendment substantially rewrote this section. 

Cross References-
As to procedure for issuance, marking and return of absentee ballots, 

see §7-15-200 et. seq. 

Attorney General's Opinion 
Use of a voting machine to record 

absentee ballots as they are received 
is not authorized by Title 7 of the 
Code Op. Atty. Gen. to Mr. Joseph 
S. Mendelson, May 13, 1980. 

If a person attempting to vote by 

absentee ballot is not on the list of 
persons entitled to vote by absentee 
ballot, it would be grounds to 
challenge the ballot. Op. Atty. Gen. 
to Ms. Eloise P. Kirkland, May 28, 
1976. 

§ 7-15-430. Absentee voters shall be noted on registration 
lists; voting by persons who have been issued absentee 
ballots. 

Prior to the distribution of voter registration lists to the various 
precincts, the election commissioners shall note opposite the name 
of each registered voter who has voted by absentee ballot the fact 
of such voting or that an absentee ballot has been issued to a 
voter, as the case may be. 

No voter whose name is so marked on the registration list as 
having voted shall be permitted to vote in person in his resident 
precinct and no voter who has been issued an absentee ballot may 
vote whether such ballot has been cast or not, unless he shall 
furnish to the officials of his resident precinct a certificate from the 
county election commisaion that his absentee ballot has been 
returned to the commission unmarked. . .... ....: ~: . 

Should any voter be issued an absentee ballot after the registra-
tion board has released the registration books to be used in the elec
tion to the county election commission, municipal election com
mission, county committee, executive committee of any municipal 
party, or poll managers, the board of registration shall immediate
ly notify in writing the county election commission, municipal elec
tion commission, county committee, executive committee of any 
municipal party, or poll manager, as the case may be, of the name, 
addresses, and certificate number of each voter who has since been 
issued an absentee ballot and the registration books must be ap
propriately marked that the voter has been issued an absentee ballot. 
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Effect of Amendments-
The 1982 amendment substituted "county board of registration" for 

"election commissioners" in the first paragraph substituted "county 
board of registration" for "county election commission" in the second 
paragraph and added the third paragraph. 

Cross ref erences-
As to the effect of a voter receiving an absentee ballot, see §7-15-430. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 450.3; 1971 (57) 97; 1982 (62) 1964; 1984 Act. 
No. 266. 

Attorney. General's Opinions 

If a person attempting to vote by challenge the ballot. Op. Atty. Gen. 
absentee ballot is not on the list of to Ms. Eloise P. Kirkland, May 28, 
persons entitled to vote by absentee 1976. 
ballot, it would be grounds to 

§ 7-15-440. llit of persons blsued and who cut absentee 
ballots. 

The county election commission shall, after each election, pre
pare a list of all persons to whom absentee ballots were issued and 
all persons who cast absentee ballots. The list so compiled shall be 
made available lor l?llblic inspection upon request. 

" 
HISTORY, 1962 Coci~ 023-4&0.4; 1971 (57)' 97. ' 

Cross references -
As to transmis.!lioll of Ii:, I of persolls registered [0 vole and requesting absemee 

ballots. see § 7·15·1 YO. 

7-15-450. Application of article. 
This article shall apply to political parties conducting a primary and 

any other authorities conducting an election. 

HISTORY 1962 Code § 23-450.5; 1975 (59) 815; 1982 (62) 1964 

CHAPTER 17 

Canvass of Vote; Certificates and Records of Results 

ARTICLE I. County Boards of Canvassers. 
ARTICLE 3. Board uf State Canvassers; DUlies of Scuctary of Siale. 
ARTICLE 5. Provisions Applicable to Primary Elections. 

166 



Ald'ICI.E I 

COUN'tY BOAR!)S OF CANVASSERS 

SEC, 
7-17-10. Meeting and or~anilatiUlI uf ~ (}llfIly Loarth uf l·anvass~rs. 
7-17-20. Canvass of VOl(:S. 

7-17-30. PloteslS and contt'sis. 
7-17-40. Poll li~ts shall acromp.hlY hallo(s in pl'Ott:~b. 
7-17-50. Hearing.., on protests or contests. 
7-17-60. Right to and 1l00i(e of appeal from dl'ci: .. i.-m of county hoard. 
7-17-70. Hearing of appeals. 
7-17-80. Statements arH..I reLurn~. 
7-17-90. Duplicate stalemenls shall he filed with dt'rl of county. 
7-17-100. Separate statements of VOles given for t'ach l'andidate. 

§ 7-17-10. Meeting and organization of county boards of 
canvassers. 

The commissioners of election for Governor, l.ieute!1ant _G.over: 
nor, State officers, circuit solicitors, members of the 'General 
Assembly and county officers or any of such officers shall meet in 
some convenient place at the county seat on the Thursday next 
following the election, before one o'clock in the afternoon of that 
day, and shall proceed to organize as and shall be the county 
board of canvassers. They may appoint some competent person as 
secretary. The chairman shall then proceed to administer the 
constitutional oath to each member of the board, as canvassers, 
and shall administer the constitutional oath to Ihe secretary, and 
the secretary shall administer to the chairman the same oath that 
he shall have administered to the other members of the board. 
The commissioners of election for members of Congress and 
presidential electors or any of such officers shall likewise meet at 
the same time at the county seat and shall in like manner proceed 
to organize as and shall be the county board of canvassers for the 
election of the Federal officers aforesaid. 
HISTORV: 1962 Cod. § 25-451; 1952 Code § 25-451; 1942 Cod. § 2510; 1952 

Cod. § 2510; Clv. C. '22 § 244; Clv. C. '12 § 242; Civ. C. '02 § 216; G. S. 
220; R. S. 174; 1882 (17) 1119; 1968 (55) 2316. 

Cruu reference.-
As to the State Board of Canva55ers, see §§ 7-17-210 et seq. 

Rel.arch and Practic. Referenceo-
26 Am Jur 2d, Election. §§ 299-50 I, 306. 
29 CjS, Elections § 236. 
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CASE NOTES 

This article governs the election for new 
counties. State v Moore, 54 SC 556, 32 SE 
700 (1899); Segars v Parrott, 54 SC 1,31 
SE 677, 865 (1898). 

New elections held nol required. - A 
new election, asserted to be required 
because of the alleged disappearance of six 
ballots, was in fact not required, where the 
State Board of Canvassers erred in finding 
the evidence as to the lost ballots uncon-

§ 7-17-20. Canvass of votes. 

troverted. the physical evidence also 
yielding the reasonable inference that there 
were no missing ballots, since all reasonauIe 
inferences must be drawn in favor of the 
validity of contested elections. Trapp v. 
South Carolina Board of State Canvassers, 
273 SC 163, 255 SE2d 670 (1979). 

Cited in Smith v Saye, 130 SC 20, 125 
SE 269 (1924). 

The county board of canvassers, respectively, shall then proceed 
to canvass the votes of the county and make such statements of 
such votes as the nature of the election shall require no later than 
noon on the Saturday next following the election and at such time 
shall transmit to the State Board of Canvassers the results of their 
findings. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-452; 1952 Code § 23-452; 1942 Code § 2511; 1952 

Code lUll; Civo C. '21 1245; Civo C. '12 1245; Civo C. '02 t 217; Go S. 
121; R. S. 175; 1882 (17) 1119, 1170, 1172 §S; 1968 (55) 2516. 

Crcia reference.--
As to mandatory recount in certam elections. see § 7-17-280. 

Research and Practice Reference ..... 
26 AmJur 2d, Elections U 40 0 45, 298-S02. 

ALR and L Ed Annotation ..... 
Power to enjoin canvassing yotes and declaring resuh of election. 1 ALR2d 

588. 

CASE NOTES 

County Board of Canvassers should 
have held hearing on challenges thaI 
certain voters were not residenrs of 
precinct in which they voted where 
challenger. precinct manager. was 
present for purposes of sustaining 
challenges and thus, requirement of 
§ 7-13-830 was met; challenger dues not 
forfeit his right to challenge by failing to 
appear at meeting about which he was 
nOi told; thus, \\,here Board did nOl give 
usual notice of its meeting, challenged 
ballots must be canvassed after 1l00ice to 
all interested parties; State Board of' 
Canvassers' finding that evidence was 
uncomro\,erred that 15 ballots had been 
cast in given precinct. but in fact polilisl 
and ballots established that only 9 votes 
were cast, must be reversed, and since all 

reasonable inferences must be drawn in 
favor of validity of contested eienion, 
choice between l'VO inferences must be 
made in favor of validity of contested 
eleclion. Trapp v South Carolina Board 
of Stale Canvassers ( 19790 SC) 255 SE2d 
670. 

A candidate's challenge to results of an 
election to fill two vacancies on the coun
ty school board was timely even though it 
did not comply with the filing requirements 
of § 7·17·30 where the County Board of 
Canvassers had failed to canvass the votes 
or make a declaration of the results as re
quired by §7·17·20 and where the challenge 
had been filed prior to the county board's 
denial of the candidate's protest, which was 
the only official action ever taken by the 
county board relative to the election; the 
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election was properly invalidated on the 
ground that the "vote for two. strike two" 
voting instructions were violative of 
§7-13-1120 since they imposed full slate 
voting. Sims v. Ham, 275 SC 369, 271, SE 
2d 316 (1980) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 
Annexation elections - Of this chapter 

only Code 1962 §§ 23-45 I and 23-453 
"Code 1976 §§ 7-17-10 and 7-17-30 and this 
section (Code 1962 § 23-452 Code 1976 § 
7-17-20 applicable to annexation elections. 
1963-64 Ops. Atty. Gen., No. 1615 p. 32. 

§ 7-17-30. Protests and contests. 
The county boards shall decide all cases under protest or 

contest that may arise in their respective counties in the case of 
county officers and less than county offices. Any such protest or 
contest shall be filed in writing with the chairman of the board, 
together with a copy for each candidate in the race, by noon 
Monday following the day of the declaration by the board of the 
result of the election. Provided, however, that service upon the 
chairman may be perfected by depositing with the county sheriff 
onc copy of the protest, together with a copy for each candidate in 
the race. The sheriff shall take immediate steps to deliver such 
copies to the chairman. The protest shall contain each ground 
thereof concisely stated separately. The chairman of the board 
shall forthwith serve upon each candidate in the protested race a 
copy of the protest and serve a notice of the time and place of the 
meeting of Ihe board for the purposes of hearing the protest. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-453; 1952 Code § 23-45!1; 1942 Code § 2511; 1931 

Code § 2311; C;v. C. '22 § 245; Civ. C. '12 § 243; C;v. C. '02 § 217; G. S. 
121; R. S. 175; 1882 (17) 1119, 1170, 1172 §3; 1968 (55) 2316; 1974 (58) 
2124. 

Research and Practice References--
26 Am Jur 2d, Eleclions § 331. 
29 CjS, Eleclions § 237( I). 
'd Am Jur PI &: Pr Forms (Rev ed). Elections. Forms 71 et seq. (election 

contest). 

CASE NOTES 

Right of appeal from decisions of board 
or (nUll! y canvassers 10 the Board or State 
Canvassers is sei..'ured. Segars v Parrott, 54 
S(' I. 31 SE 677. X65 (1898). See also, Blake 
\" Walker. 23 SC 517 (1885); State v Moore, 
54 SC 556, .12 SE 700 (1899). 

The Board acls judicially. State v 
Walker. 5 SC 263 (1874); Stale v Cockrell, 
(!845); I Moe (12 Cll 52; State v Bruce, 
3 Brev (5 SCl) 264, (1812). 

And its decisions are conclusive until 
revised or set aside by the proper authorities 
- Slale v Bruce, 3 Brev (51812 SCl) 264; 
State v Deliesseline, I McC (12 SCl) 52; 
State v Cockrell, 2 Rich 1845 (31 SCl) 6; 
State v Walker, 5 SC 263 (1874). 

In the rendition of a decision the majori
ty of a quorum is sufficient. State v 
Deliesseline, I McC (12 SCl) 52, (1821). 

Bul a single member of the Board can· 
not act as the Board. State v Nerland, 7 SC 
241 (1976). 

Secondary evidence may be received or 
lost or destroyed ballots - State v Nerland, 
7 SC 241 (1876). 

For additional related cases, see Ex parte 
Whipper, 32 SC 5, \0 SE 379 (1890); Slate 
v Chairman of County Canvassers, 4 SC 
485 (1873). 

Unsuccessful candidate for county office 
who failed to file timely protest with county 
board of canvassers was barred from bring-
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ing mandamus action for recount of vote. 
Smith v Hendrix 265 SC 417,219 SE 2d 312 
(1975). 

Issues as to the sufficiency of ballot ques
t ions for constitutional amendments are 
subject to the protest and appeal procedure 
provided in the election laws, including the 
time for and forum in which protests and 
appeal are to be brought. Taylor v Roche 
(271 SC 505, 248 SE 2d 580. 

A candidate's challenge to results of an 
l'l\'o...'tion to fill two vacancies on the coun
Iy !.dlOOI board was timely even though it 
did not comply with the filing requirements 
of §7-17-30 where the County Board of 

Canvassers had failed to canvass the votes 
or make a declaration of the results as re
quired by § 7-17-20 and where the challenge 
had been filed prior to the county board's 
denial of the candidate's protest, which was 
the only official action ever taken by the 
county board relative to the election; the 
election was properly invalidated on the 
ground that the "vote for two. strike two" 
voting instructions were violative of § 
7-13-1120 since they imposed full state 
voting. Sims v Ham (1980, SC) 271 SE 2d 
316 (1980, SC) 271 SE2d 16.275 SC 369, 
271 SE 2d 316 (1980). 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 
Annexation elections-Of this chapter, 

only this section and 7-17-20 and 7-17-30 
are applicable to annexation elections. 
1963-64 Ops. Att'y Gen., No 1615, p 32. 

Referendums under Home Rule Act not 
canvassed by State Board. - Referendums 

held pursuant to the Home Rule Act would 
not be classified at general elections, and 
hence the results of the election would not 
be canvassed by the Board of State Can
vassers. 1974-75 Op. Att'y Gen., No. 4103, 
p. 181. 

§ 7-17-40. Poll lists shall accompany ballots in protests. 
The poll list of each polling place in a general, special or 

primar), election shall accompany the ballots, printouts or other 
form of voter tabulation in each proceeding in which the votes cast 
at such polling- place are involved in a protest. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-453.0t; 1973 (58) 1859. 

§ 7-17-50. Hearings on protests or contests. 
The board shall hear the protest or (ont .. st on Thursday follow

ing the deadline f()f filing sallle. Testimony at the hearing of the 
protest shall be limited to the grounds stated in the written 
protest. 

The protestant and each other candidate in the protested race 
shall have the right to be present at the hearing, to be represented 
by counsel, to examine and cross·examine witnesses and to pro
duce evidence relevant to the grounds of the protest. 

The chairman of the board shall provide for and conduct the 
hearing as nearly as possible in aceordance with the procedures 
and rules of "vidence ous('rved by the circuit courts of this State. 
The chairman shall havl' authority to administer oaths and sub
poena witnesses. Upon rhe conclusion of the hearing of the 
protest, the board shall determine all issues by majoriry vote and 
forthwith «('flilr the r<"stllts of tht' election. 

The board shall r .. main in session until a condusion has be .. n 
reached. All randidates in rhe protested or con rested race and the 
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chairman of the State Board of Canvassers shall be immediately 
notified of the board's decision. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-453.1; 1968 (55) 2316. 

§ 7-17-·60. Right to and notice of appeal from decision of 
county board. 

The decision of the county board may be appealed to the State 
Board of Canvassers by any candidate adversely affected thereby. 
Notices of such appeal and the grounds thereof shall be made not 
later than noon Monday next following such decision by serving 
such notices on the chairman of the State Board. Provided, that 
service may be perfected by depositing at the office of the Chief of 
the State Law-Enforcement Division a copy of the grounds of 
appeal. A sufficient number of copies to be served upon all 
candidates in the protested race shall also be delivered to the 
county sheriff. Such officers shall take all steps necessary to deliver 
the notices to the respective parties. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code 125-453.2; 1968 (55) 2316. 

CASE NOTES 

Code 1962 § 10-2256 was inapplicable to 
election contest where unsuccessful can
didate, seeking second recount of close 
vote, failed to obtain prior permission of 
circuit court, and failed to properly pur
sue statutory remedy provided by Code 
1962 §§ 23-453 and 23-453.2. Smith v. Hen-

drix, 265 SC 417,219 SE 2d (1975). 
Unsuccessful candidate for county office 

who failed ti file timely protest with coun
ty board of canvassers was barred from 
bringing mandamus action for recount of 
vote. Smith v. Hendrix 265 SC 417, 219 SE 
2d (1975). 

§ 7-17-70. Hearing of appeals. 
The State Board shall meet in Columbia not later than noon 

Wednesday next following the filing of any notice perfected under 
§ 7-17-60 for the purpose of hearing appeals. The appellant and 
each other candidate in the protested race shall have the right to 
be present at such hearing, to be represented by counsel and to 
be heard on the merits of the appeal. The State Board shall be 
bound by the facts as determined by the county board. Provided, 
however, that if in the opinion of at least two members of the 
State Board such facts should be reviewed, then a hearing de novo 
shall be held by the State Board. In the event of such review, the 
State Board may receive any new evidence or exhibits as it shall in 
its discretion deem necessary to determine the appeal. The State 
Board shall remain in session until all such appeals have been 
disposed of. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-455.5; 1968 (55) 2316. 
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§ 7-17-80. Statements and returns. 
The boards of county canvassers shall make such statements of 

the votes of the precincts of each county as the nature of the 
election shall require, within ten days from their first meeting, and 
shall transmit to the Board of State Canvassers any protest and all 
papers relating to the election. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-454; 1952 Code § 23-454; 1942 Code § 2311; 1932 

CAde §2311; Civ. C. '22 § 245; Civ. C. '12 § 243; Civ. C. '02 § 217; G. S. 
121; R. S. 175; 1882 (17) 1119, 1170, 1172 §3; 1968 (55) 2787. 

Research and Practice References-
29 qS. Elections § 237(4). 

ALR and L Ed Aunotado_ 
Power to enjoin canvassing Yotes and declaring result of election. 1 ALR2d 

588. 

§ 7-17-90. Duplicate statements shall be filed with clerk of 
county. 

Except in the case of the election for electors for President and 
Vice-President, duplicate statements shall be made and filed in the 
office of the clerk of the county or, if'there be no such clerk duly 
qualified according to law, in the office of the State Election 
Commission. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-455; 1952 Code § 23-455; 1942 Code § 2312; 1932 

Code § 2312; Civ. C. '22 § 246; Civ. C. '12 § 244; Civ. C. '02 § 218; G. S. 
122; R. S. 176; 1882 (17) 1119, 1170, 1172 § 3; 1971 (57) 85. 

Research and Practice References--
29 qS. Elections § 237(4). 

§ 7-17-100. Separate statements of votes given for each 
candidate. 

The board of county canvassers shall make separate statements 
of the whole number of votes given in the precincts of each county 
for representatives in Congress and separate statements of all 
other votes given for other officers. Such statements shall contain 
the names of the persons for whom such votes were given and the 
number of votes given for each, which shall be written out in 
words at full length. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-456; 1952 Code § 23-456; 1942 Code § 2313; 1932 

Code § 2313; Civ. C. '22 § 247; Civ. C. '12 § 245; Civ. C. '02 § 219; G. S. 
123; R. S. 177; 1882 (17) 1119, 1170, 117213; 1968 (55) 2787. 

Research and Practice References-
29 qs, Elections § 237(4). 
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ARTICLE 3 

BOARD OF STATE CANVASSERS; DUTIES OF SECRETARY OF 

STATE 

SEC. 

7-17-210. Slate Election Commission constitutes Board. 
7-17-220. Meeting of Board. 
7-17-250. Power to adjourn; procedure when all certified statements have not 

been received. 
7-17-240. Board .hall make certified "atement of all vote. cast. 
7-17-230. Board .hall declare person. elected and decide conte.ted or protested 

cases; appeals. 
7-17-260. What protested or contested ca.e •• hall be decided by State Board; 

filing and .ervice. 
7-17-270. Hearing of protest or conte,,; procedure at hearing; notice of deci· 

sian; appeals. 
7-17-2S0. Mandatory recounts. 
7-17-290. Certificate of determination shall be delivered to Secretary of State. 
7-17-Soo. Secretary of Staie .halJ record result of canv .... 
7-17-510. Copies of detenninalian! transmiued to persons elected and Gover· 

nor. 
7-17-520. Statements shall be printed in public new.papen. 
7-17-S50. Certain certificate. of election shaIJ be .ent to Congres •. 
7-17-540. Record of elected county officer •. 

§ 7-17-210. State Election Commission constitutes Board. 
The State Election Commission shall, ex officio, constitute the 

Board of State Canvassers. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25 .. "1; 1952 Code f 25-471; 1942 Code f 2518; 1952 

Code f 2318; Clv. C. '21 § 252; Clv. C. '12 § 250; Clv. C. '02 f 224; G. S. 
128; R. S. IS2; 1882 (17) 1120 § 41; 1968 (55) 2516. 

Csou referenca-
As to Board of State Canvas.en being ex officio the State Board of Voting 

Machine Commissionen. s .. § 7-15-1610. 
As to the creation of the State Election Commission. see t 7-5-10. 

a-arch and Prac:dce Referenca-
29 CjS. Elections § 256. 

§ 7-17-220. Meeting of Board. 
The Board of State Canvassers shall meet. at the office of the 

Election Commission within ten days after any general election for 
the purpose of canvassing the vote for all officers voted for at such 
election. including the vote for the electors for President and Vice
President. and for the purpose of canvassing the vote on all 
Constitutional Amendments and questions and other issues. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code 125-473; 1952 Code § 25-473; 1942 Code § 2517; 1952 

Code § 2517; Clv. C. '22 § 251; Clv. C. '12 § 249; Clv. C. '02 § 225; G. S. 
127; R. S. lSI; 1882 (17) 1120; 1968 (55) 2316; 1974 (58) !l8S. 

Reoearc:h and Practice Refereaca-
29 CjS. Elections § 256. 
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ATfORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

To permit the Board of State 
Canvassers to convene a meeting by way 
of a conference telephone call with each 
member at his residence rather than at 
the office of the Election Commission 
would be in contravention of Code 1962 
§ 23-472 [local law], as amended. 
1974-75 0l's Ally Gen, No 4213, p. 256. 

To permit the Board of State 
Canvassers to convene a meeting by way 

of a conference telephone call with each 
member at his residence rather I han al 

the office of the Election Commissioll 
would be in cOIura\'enlion of Section 
2:1-472 [1976 Code § 7-17-220], Code of 
Laws of South Carolina, 1962, as 
amended. 1976-77 Op AllY (;ell, No 
77-175, P 137. 

§ 7-17-230. Power to adjourn; procedure when all certified 
statements have not been received_ 

The Board shall have power to adjourn from day to day for a 
term not exceeding fifteen days. In case all the certified statements 
for the election of electors for President and Vice-President shall 
not have been received on the day sel for the meeting of the 
Board, the Board may adjourn from day to day until ,hl' same 
shall have been received, not exceeding five da)'s; and if at the 
expiration of four days certified copies of the statemenls of the 
county canvassers shall not have bcell received (i'om any ('oullty, 
the Board shall proceed to canvass upon such of Ihe slatt'mems as 
shall have been received. 
HISTORY; 1962 Code § 23-474; 1952 Code § 23-474; 1942 Code §§ 2323,2339; 

1932 Code §§ 2323,2339; Civ. C. '22 §§ 257,272; Civ. C. '12 §§ 255,269; 
Civ, C. '02 §§ 229,242; G, S. 133, 146; R. S, 187,200; 1882 (17) 1123. 

CASE NOTES 

The lime fixed by Ihe slatute within which Ihe boards are required 
10 discharge Iheir duties Ileeeessiiaies Ihal Ihe amount of lime allowed 
for '11,' produclion of witnesses and the hearing of the appeal be wilhin 
Ihe ilo"rd's discretion. State v. State Board of Canvassers, 86 SC 451, 
6R SE 676 (1910). 

§ 7-17-240. Board shall make certified statement of all 
votes cast. 

The Board when Ihus formed shall. upon Ihe certified col'ie., of 
the statements made I:>Y the boards of county canvassers, proceed 
to make a statement of Ihe whole number of vOles given al such 
election for and against constitulional amendments and olher 
questions and issues and for the various officers, including eleclors 
for President and Vice-President and for ('ach of them voted for. 
distinguishing the several counties in which Ihey w .. re givcn. Thev 
shall certify Stich stalements to be correct and subscribe the same 
with their proper names. . 
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HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23475; 1952 Code § 23475; 1942 Code § 2320; 1932 
Cod. § 2320; CI •. C. '22 § 254; Ci •. C. '12 § 252; CI •. C. '02 § 226; G. S. 
ISO; R. S. 184; 1884 (17) 1120 § 43; 1974 (58) 2187. 

Research and Practice Reference..-
29 CjS. Eleclion. § 237(4). 

§ 7-17-250. Board shall declare persons elected and decide 
contested or protested cases; appeals. 

Upon such statements the Board shall then proceed' to deter
mine and declare what persons have been duly elected to such 
offices. The Board shall act in an appellate judicial capacity in all 
cases contested or protested that come before it on appeals from 
county boards of canvassers. 

Appeals frum decisions of the State Board shall be taken directly 
to the Supreme Court on petition for a writ of certiorari only 
based on the record of the State Board hearing and shall be 
granted first priority of considl'l'alion by the Court. Notice of 
appeals shall be served within tell days of the Board's decision. 
Provided. howevt'/'. Ihat when a COlltesl or protest concerns the 
election of a State Senatur, appeals hom decisions of the State 
Board shall be only to the Senate and when the election of a 
member of the House of Representatives is concerned, the appeal 
shall be only to the House of Representatives. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23476; 1952 Code § 23476; 1942 Code § 2322; 1932 

Code ~ 2322; Ci •. C. '22 ~ 256; Ci •. C. '12 § 254; Ci •. C. '02 § 228; G. S. 
132; R. S. 186; 1882 (17) 1120; 1968 (55) 2316; 1974 (58) 2182. 

Cross references-
As 10 the county board of ("anvassers. st"e §§ 7-17-10 el seq. 

Research and Practice References-
26 Am Jllr 2d. Eleclions § 358. 
29 CjS. Elections § 237( I). 
9 Am Jur PI & Pr Forms (Rev l'd), Elections, Form 177 (appeal bond). 

CASE NOTES 

1. In general. 
2. Nature and functions of board, 
3. Review and revision of decisions of 

board. 
4. -In eleclion of State Senators. 

1. In general 
When the State Board on appeal 

declines to act. or is equally divided on 
the queslion appealed. the decision of 
Ihe county board of canv3uers stands: 
SIal< v Walker. 5 SC 263 (1874). 

Nor does title to office depend on 
the decision of the BOClcd of Slate 
CanvaS.!lers whe-ct' such (ille is nOI con
tested.-Ex parte Smith, 8 SC 495 
(1877). 

ElectivlIs will not be invalidated be
cause of immaterial in egularity .-State 
v Harmon. Chev (25 Sell 265; Wrigh' 
v State Board of Can\'assers, 76 SC 
574. 57 SE 536 (1907). 

2. N alure and function. of board 
The Board of State Canvassers is, by 

the express language of this section 
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[Code 1962 § 23-476J, a judicial tribu
nal. Redfearn v Board of Slale C~n
va "en, 2S4 SC II S, 107 SE2d 10 
( 1959). 

Which performs both judicial anq 
ministerial duties.-Two separate and 
abstracr duties are set out for the Slate 
canvassers to pe!'form, one of which is 
ministerial and the other judicial. If 
there is no appeal from the county 
board of canvassers, then the dUly re
quired by the Board of State Canvass
ers is ministerial. Ex parte Elliot, SS 
SC 602, 12 SE 42~ (1890). See abo, 
Slale v Hayne, 8 SC ~67 (1876); Ex 
parle Mackey, 15 SC ~22 (1881). 

It is an appellate tribunal.-In the 
scnst' of the act, the Board is not an 
inferior (OUn bUI is, in itself. an appel
tale tribunal. Ex parte Whipper, 32 SC 
5, 10 SE 579 (1890,. 

3. Review and revision of decisions of 
board 

Decisions are final.-The decisions 
of the State Board· of Canvassers are 
final and cannot be reviewed by appeal 
to the Supreme Court. Ex parte Riggs, 
52 SC 298, 29 SE 645 (1898), ciled 
with approval in Segars v Parrott, 64 
SC I, SI SE 677,865 (1898); Ex parte 
Whipper, S2 SC 5, 10 SE 579 (1890), 

Unle.. findings of facI are wholly 
unsupported by evidence.-The Su
preme Coun will not review findings of 
fact by the Board of State Canvassers 
unless such findings are wholly unsup
ported by the evidence. Redfearn v 
Board of Stale Canvassers, 2S4 SC 
liS, 107 SE2d 10 (1959). 

And the action of the Board cannot 
be reviewed or revised by mandamus. 
Ex parle Scarborough. ~4 SC IS, 12 
SE 666 (1891). 

Unless it is to enforce a duty of 
Board which is purely ministerial.-Ex 
parte Mackey, 15 SC S22 (1881); Slate 
v Jones, 85 SC 452, 65 SE 444 (1909), 

But its decisions may be reviewed by 
certiorari.-At the most the decisions 
of the Board of State Canvassers can 
be reviewed by the Supreme COUrt 
under a writ of certiorari Issued by that 
court for errors of law. Ex partt' Riggs, 
52 SC 298, 29 SE 645 (1898). 

A decision of the Board of State 
Canvassers is subject to review on cer
tiorari as to errors of law only. Redf
earn v Board of State Canvassers, 234 
SC 1I~, 107 SE2d 10 (1959). 

Remedy in cases of illegal or erro
neous returns.-h may be that if the 
return of the commissioners of elec
lions is illegal or erront'Ous as a matter 
of law, the remedy would be by wril of 
cer~iorari as in the case of Ex parte 
Riggs, 52 SC 298, 29 SE 645 (1898); 
Segars v ParrOl!, 54 SC I, ~ I SE 677, 
865 (1898). 

But this does not include the action 
of the county hoard of canvassers.
The action of the county board of 
canvassers may be reversed on appeal 
10 the State Board. The Supreme Court will 
not issue a writ of certiorari to review the 
county board's action. State v Moore, 54 
SC 556, 52 SE 700 (1899). 

The General Assembly has n%wer 
either to set aside or disre~ar such 
return of the Board. and unul it is sel 
aside or annulled in some form of 
proceeding recognized by law, it must 
be regarded as showing conclusively 
the result of the election. Segars v 
ParrOl!, 54 SC L SI SE 677, 865 

Unsuccessful candidate for county 
office who failed to file timely protest 
with county board of canvassers was 
barred from bringing mandamus action 
for recount of vote. Smith v Hendrix 
265 SC 417.219 SE2d 312 (1975). 
(1898). 

4. -In election of State Senato ... 
Return of Board may be reviewed by 

the State Senate in the election of 
Senators.-Ex parte Scarborough, 34 
SC I~, 12 SE 666 (1891). . 

The power vested in the State Board 
of Canvassers to decide as judicial offi· 
cers who, in a given case, has receive<! 
the largest number of votes for the 
office of Slate Senator, is subject to the 
power vested in the Senate by the 
Constitution to judge the election re
turns and qualifications of its own 
members. Anderson v Blackwell. 168 
SC 1~7, 167 SE 30 (l9~S). 
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§ 7-17-260. What protested or contested cases shall be 
decided by State Board; filing and service. 

The State Board shall decide all cases under protest or contest 
that may arise in the case of Federal officers, State officers and 
officers involving more than one county. Any such protest or 
contest shall be filed in writing with the chairman of the Board, 
together with a copy for each candidate in the race, not later than 
noon. of the fifth day following the canvassing of the votes for such 
offices by the Board; provided however, that service upon the 
Board may be perfected by depositing at the office of the Chief of 
the State Law-Enforcement Division a copy of the protest, to
gether with a copy for each candidate in the race. The Chief shall 
take immediate steps to deliver such copies to the chairman. The 
protest shall contain each ground thereof concisely stated sepa
rately. The chairman of the Board shall forthwith serve upon each 
candidate in the protested race a copy of the protest and sl:rve a 
notice of the time and place of the meeting of the Board for the 
purposes of hearing the protest. 
HISTORY, 1962 Code § 25-476.1; 1968 (55) 2'16. 

Cro.s reference ...... 
As to requiremem that (he poll lists accompany the ballots in election protests, 

see § 7-17--40. 

Research and Practice References-
29 CJS. Elections § 252. 

§ 7-17-270. Hearing of protest or contest; procedure at 
hearing; notice of decision; appeal~. 

The Board, acting ill a judicial capacity, shall hear the protest or 
contest not earlier than the fifth nor later than the tenth day 
following receipt of such protest. Testimony at the hearing of the 
protest shall be limited to the grounds stated in the written 
protest. 

The protestant and each other candidate in the protested race 
shall have the right to be present at the hearing, to be represented 
by counsel, to examine and cross-examine witnesses and to pro
duce evidence relevant to the grounds of the protest. The chair
man of the Board shall provide for and conduct the hearing as 
nearly as possible in accordance with the procedures and rules of 
evidence observed by the circuit courts of this State. The chairman 
shall have authority to administer oaths and subpoena witnesses. 
Upon the conclusion of the hearing of the protest the Board shall 
determine all issues by majority vote' and' forthwith certify the 
results of the election. 
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The Board shall remain in session until a conclusion has been 
reached. All candidates in the protested or contested race shall be 
immediately notified of the Board's decisions. 

Appeals from decisions of the State Board shall be taken directly 
to the Supreme Court on petition for a writ of certiorari only 
based on the record of the State Board hearing and shall be 
granted first priority of consideration by the Court. 

HISTORY, 1962 CocIe § 23-476.2; 1968 (55) 2316, 1974 (58) 2197. 

Rue.reh and Practice Reference..-
29 CjS, Elections n 254 et seq. 

§ 7-17-280, Mandatory recounts. 

Whenever the difference between the number of votes received hy 
a candidate who has been declared nominated for an o!licc in a 
primarY election or who has been declared elected to an o!lice in a 
general election and the number of votes rcceivcd bv any 01 her 
candidate or candidates not declared so nominated or elected 01 

whenever the difference between the number of votes received b~' 
. a candidate who received the least numbcr of vott'S to qualih' for a 
runoff election and a candidate or candidates who did not so qllalilv 
shall be not more than one percent of the total votes which \\TIT LI.q 
for such office therein, the committec or hoard charg-ed h,' law wilh 
canvassing such votes shall order a recoUllt of such Vol('S to he IlIad(' 
forthwith unless such other candidate or candidates shall wai\'<' a 
recount in writing. 

Whenever the difference between the numbn of votes casl ill bnll 
of and opposcd to anv constitutional amendment. qllestioll Clr Clth", 
issue is not more than one percent of the total \'otl' cast then:ol!. the 
Board of State Canvassers shall order a recount of sllch \'I)tes 10 he 
made forthwith. 
HISTORY, 1962 Code § 23-476.3; 1964(53) 1744, 1974 (58) 2189,1977 (69) 2 ... 

ReHarch and Practice Referenceo-
26 Am Jur 2d, Election. I 295. 
29 CJS. Election. II 289-295. 
9 Am Jur PI Be Pr Forms (Rev ed), Elections, Fonm 121 t'l '\e-q. (n'couming 

ballou and recanvassing'returns). 

Attorney General's Opinions 
A recount is mandatory onh when the - p;;;-ary was 7,447 votes; one percent of 

number of votes cast for one candidate and this total vote· would be seventy-five. 
tilL' numher of votes cast for any other can- Therefore, a mandatory recount would be 
didates is no more than one percent of the necessary if there were seventy-five votes 
lotal voles which were cast for that office. between the winner of the primary and any 
Op. Atty. Gen. to Sherriff Ralph C. other candidate. Op. Atty. Gen. to Sheriff 
Freeman, June IS, 1982. Ralph C. Freeman, June IS, 1982. 

For example, the total votes cast in 
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§ 7-17-290. Certificate of determination shall be delivered 
to Secretary of State. 

The Board shall make and subscribe, on the proper statement, a 
certificate of their determination and shall deliver the same to the 
Secretary of State. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § U-477; 1952 Cod. § 23-477; 1942 Cod. § 2321; 1932 

Cod. § 2321; Civ. C. '22 § 255; Civ. C. '12 § 253; Civ. C. '02 § 227; G. S. 
113; R. S. 185; 1882 (17) 1120 § 44. . 

Cro •• references-
As 10 the Secretary of State, generally. see §§ 1-5-10 el seq. 

§ 7-17-300. Secretary of State shaD record re.u1t of can
vass. 

The Secretary of State shall record in his office, in a book to be 
kept by him for that purpose, each certified statement and deter
mination which shall be delivered to him by the Board of State 
Canvassers and every dissent or protest that shall have been 
delivered to him by a canvasser. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-478; 1952 Cod. § 23-478; 1942 Cod. § 2325; 1932 

Cod. § 2325; Civ. C. '22 § 259; Civ. C. '12 § 257; Civ. C. '02 § 231; G. S. 
135; R. S. 189; 1882 (17) 1121 § 48. 

Cross references-As to certification determination of presidential eleclOrs, see §7-19-70. 

§ 7 -17-310. Copies of determinations transmitted to per
sons elected and Governor. 

The Secretary of State shall. without delay. transmit a copy, 
under the seal of his oltice, of such certified determination to each 
person thereby declared to be elected and a like copy to the 
Governor. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-479; 1952 Code § 23-479; 1942 Cod. §§ 2326, 2341; 
1932 Code §§ 2326,2341; Civ. C. '22 §§ 260,274; Civ. C. '12 §§ 257,271; 
Civ. C. '02 §§ 231, 244; G. S. 135, 148; R. S. 189, 202; 1882 (17) 1121, 
1123: 1968 (55) 2316. 

CASE NOTES 

The (enihlJ((, here provided for is n~rtificale be refused. a right (0 a seal 
nul the onl) e\idf'l]ce of denion to the may be shown otherwise. State v 
House of kepresentalivf"s. and if such Hayne. 8 SC 367 (1876). 

Cross references-As to the transmittal of copies of certified determinations as to 
presidential electors, see §7-19-70. 

§7-l7-320. Statements shall be printed in public newspapers. 
The Secretary of State shall cause a ('opy of such certified 

statements and determinations to be printed in one or more 
publir newspapers of this State. 
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HISTORY, 1962 Code § 23-480: 1952 Code § 23-480: 1942 Cod. § 2U7: 1932 
Cod. § 2327: Civ. C. '22 § 261; Civ. C. '12 § 259: Civ. C. '02 § 233: G. S. 
137; R. S. 191; 1882 (17) 1121 § 50. 

§ 7-17-330. Certain certificates of election shall be sent to 
Congress. 

The Secretary of State shall prepare a general certificate. under 
the scal of the State and attested by him as Secretary thereof. 
addressed to the House of Representatives of the United States in 
that Congress for which any person shall have been chosen. of the 
due e1enion of such person as Representative of this State in 
Congress and shall transmit the same to such House of Represent
atives at their first meeting. 
HISTORY, 1962 Cod. § 23-481: 1952 Cod. § 23-481: 1942 Code § 1528; 1952 

Cod. § 2U8: Ci.. C. '22 § 262: Ci.. C. '12 § 260: Ci.. C. '02 § 2S4: G. S. 
158: R. S. 192: 1882 (17) 1121 § 51. 

§ 7-17-340. Record of elected county officers. 
The Secretary of State shall enter in a book to be kept in his 

office the names of the respective county officers elected in this 
State. specifying the counties for which they were severally elected. 
their place of residence. the office for which they were respectively 
elected and their term of office. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 2S-482: 1952 Cod. § 15-482: 1942 Code § 2529: 19S2 

Cod. § 2S29: Ci •. C. '22 § 263: Ci •. C. '12 § 261: Ci •. C. '02 § 2S5: G. S. 
U9: R. S. 195: 1882 (17) 1121 § 52. 

ARTICLE 5 

PROVISIONS ApPLICABLE TO PRIMARY ELECTIONS 

SEC. 
7-17-510. Canvass and d~c1aration afre-sulu by county and State committees. 
7-17-520. Pro'e". and con'eSlS generally; filing and service. 
7-17-550. Hearing by county executive r.ommiucC'. 
7-17-340. Right to anrl notice of appeal from decision of county C'xC'cutive 

committee. 
7-17-550. Hean"g of appeals by State executive committee. 
7-17-560. State executive committee to hear certain protests and contests; place 

of hearing; filing; notice and service. 
7-17-570. Procedure for hearing protest or contest; nOlice of decision. 
7-17-580. Appeal of protests and contests in municipal primaries. 
7-17-590. Board of Slate Canvassers for Municipal Primaries. 
7-17-600. No candidate shall be declared nominated in first primary without 

majority vote. 
7-17-610. What constitutes majority vote. 
7-17-620. Unopposed candidates declared nominees. 
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§ 7-17-510. Canvass and declaration of results by county 
and State committees. 

The county committees shall assemble at their respective court· 
houses on the morning of the second day after the election at 
eleven in the forenoon to tabulate the returns and declare the 
results of the primary, so far as it relates to members of the 
General Assembly and county officers and shall forward immedi· 
ately to the State chairman at Columbia the result of the election 
in their respective counties for United States Senator, State offi· 
cers, congressmen and solicitors. The State committee shall pro
ceed to canvass the vote and declare the result of the primary in 
the State as to such last named officers. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-491; 1952 Code § 25-491; 1950 (46) 2059. 

Cro •• references--
As to mandatory recount in certain elections, see 17-17-280. 

ALR and L Ed Annolatio..-
Power to enjoin canvassing YOles and declaring result of election. 1 ALR2d 

588. 

CASE NOTES 

The state committee properly 
excluded certain ballots that were 
found outside ballot buxes where the 
requiremem directinM' thaI such VOles be 
decided al a meeting held pursuant to 
§ 7-17-510 was not fulfilled. Gregory v 
South Carolina Democratic Executive 
Committee 271 SC'364. 247 SE 2d 439 
(1978), 

Failure of county committee to 
declare results. - The failure of .1 

county committee to declare the results 
of a ).>rinwry election and to in~tead take 
the unfnllhori7.ed step of ordering 
another primary eleclilJll short-circuited 

the statutory process pertaining to 
primary elections; under such 
circumstances. the state committee 
correctly assumed jurisdiction over the 
election. induding c:onducting a recount 
of the hallut~ and holding a hearing to 
consider protests; such hearing was 
properly held de novo. even lhough 
the record WOl.!i technically flawed in that 
it did nol renect that Iii menl~rs 
affirmatively voted for review. Gregory 
v South Carolina Democratic Executive 
Commillee. 271 SC 364.247 SE 2d 439 
(1978). 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

New election held not required. - 1\ 
!lt'W elt!'ctioll, asst'rted to he required 
hecause of the alleged disappearam:e of 
six ballots. was in fae:t not required. 
where the State Board of Canvassers 
erred in finding the evidence as to the 
lost ballots uncontroverted, the physical 

evidenc.:e also yielding rhe reasonable 
inferf"nrc that there were no missing 
ballots, since all reasonable inferences 
must he drawn in favor of the validity of. 
contested elections. Trapp v South 
Carolina Board or Canvassers. 273 SC 
163.255 SE 2d 269 (1979) 
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§ 7-17-520. Protests and contests generally; filing and ser
vice. 

The protests and conlests in the case of county officers. less 
than county officers and members of the State House of Repre
sentatives shall be filed in writing with the chairman of the county 
party executive committee. together with a copy for each candidate 
in the race not later than noon Monday following the day of the 
declaration by the county committee of the result of the election. 
Provided. however. that service may be perfected by depositing 
with the county sheriff one copy of the protest for the chairman to 
be served by him. together with a sufficient number of copies to 
be served upon all candidates in the protested or contested race. 
The sheriff shall take immediate steps to deliver such copies to the 
chairman. The protest shall contain each ground thereof concisely 
stated separately. The chairman shall forthwith serve upon each 
candidate in the protested race a copy of the protest. and serve a 
notice of the time and place of the meeting of the executive 
committee for the purpose of hearing the protest. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23492; 1952 Code § 23492; 1950 (46) 2059; 1968 (55) 

2316 •. 

Reaenrch nnd Practice References-
26 Am Jur 2d. Eloctions § 319. 
29 CjS. Elections §§ 120 et seq. 
9 ~m Jur PI Be Pr Forms (Rev ed), Elections, Forms 71 et seq. (election 

contest). 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

PrOlests and contests with respect to State committee. 1965-66 Ops. Au'y 
State Senators must be filed with the Gen .• No 2076. P 171. 
State committee and dedded by the 

§ 7-17-530. Hearing by county executive committee. 
The executive committee shall hear the protest or contest on 

Thursday following the deadline for filing same. Testimony at the 
hearing of the protest shall be limited to the grounds stated in the 
written protest. 

The protestant and each other candidate in the protested race 
shall have the right to be' present at the hearing set by the 
committee. to be represented by counsel. to examine and cross
examine witnesses and to produce evidence relevant to the 
grounds of protest. 

The chairman of the committee shall provide and conduct the 
hearing as nearly as possible in accordance with the procedures 
and rules of evidence observed by the circuit courts of this State. 
The chairman shall have authority to administer oaths and sub
poena witnesses. Upon the conclusion of the hearing on the 
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protem the committee shall detennine all issues by majority vote 
and forthwith certify the results of the election. 

The committee shall remain in session until a conclusion has 
been reached. All candidates in the protested or contested race 
and the chainnan of the State executive committee shall be 
immediately notified of the decision. 
HISTORY: 196! Code IU-49!.1. 1968 (55) 2S16. 

Rue.reh and Practice References-
29 CjS. Election. § 127. 

§ 7-17-540. Right to and notice of appeal from decision of 
county executive committee. 

The decision of the county executive committee may be ap
pealed to the State executive committee by any candidate ad
versely affected thereby. Notice of such appeal and the grounds 
thereof shall be made not later than three o'clock P.M., Friday 
next following such decision by serving such notice on the chair
man of the State committee. Provided, that service may be per
fected by depositing at the office of the Chief of the State Law
Enforcement Division a copy of the notice and grounds of appeal. 
A sufficient number of copies to be served upon all candidates in 
the protested race shall also be delivered to the county sheriff. 

Such officers shall take all steps necessary to deliver the notices to 
the respective parties. 
HISTORY: 196! Code § 2S-49U. 1968 (55) 2S16. 

Relearch and Practice References-
29 CjS, Elections I 128. 

§ 7-17-550. Hearing of appeals by State executive commit
tee. 

The State executive committee shall meet in Columbia not later 
than twelve noon, Saturday next following the filing of any notice 
perfected under § 7-17-540, for the purpose of hearing appeals. 
The appellant and each other candidate in the protested race shall 
have the right to be present at such hearing. to be represented by 
counsel and to be heard on the merits of the appeal. The State 
committee shall be bound by the facts as detennined by the 
county committee. Provided. however, that if in the opinion of at 
least eighteen members of the State committee such facts should 
be reviewed, then a hearing de novo shall be held by the State 
committee. In the event of such review, the State committee may 
receive· any new evidence or exhibits as it shall in its discretion 
deem necessary to determine the appe;ll. The State committee 
shall remain in session until all such appeals have been disposed 
of. 
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HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-492.3; 1968 (55) 2316. 

Research and Practice References-
29 CJS. Elections § 128. 

CASE NOTES 

Failure of county committee to 
declare results. - The failure of a 
county committee to declare the results 
of a primary election and to instead take 
the unauthorized step of ordering 
another primary election short-circuited 
the statutory process pertaining to 
primary elections; under such 
circumstances, the stale committee 
correctly assumed jurisdiction over the 

election, including conducting a recount 
of the ballots and holding a hearing to 
consider protests; such hearing was 
properly held de novo, even though the 
record was technically flawed in that it 
did not reflect that 18 members 
affirmatively voted for review. Gregory 
v South Carolina Democratic Executive 
Commitfee. 271 SC 364: 247 SE 2d 439 
(1978). 

§ 7-17-560. 
tests and 

State executive committee to hear certain pro
contests; place of hearing; filing; notice and 

service. 
The State executive committee shall meet in Columbia at such 

place as may be designated by the chairman to hear and decide 
protests and contests that may arise in the case of Federal officers, 
State officers and officers involving more tha'l one county. Any 
such protest or contest shall be filed in writing with the chairman 
of the committee, together with a copy for each candidate in the 
race, not later than noon on Monday following the canvassing of 
the votes for such officers by the committee; provided, however. 
that service upon the chairman may be perfected by depositing at 
the office of the Chief of the State Law-Enforcement Division a 
copy of the protest, together with a copy for each candidate in the 
race. The Chief shall take immediate steps to deliver such copies 

. to the chairman. The protest shall contain each ground thereof 
concisely stated separately. The chairman of the committee shaH 
forthwith serve upon each candidate in the protested race a copy 
of the protest and serve a notice of the time and place of the 
meeting of the committee for the purposes of hearing the protest. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-492.5; 1968 (55) 2316. 

Research and Practice References-
29 CjS. Elections § 128. 

§ 7-17-570. Procedure for hearing protest or contest; no
tice of decision. 

The executive committee shall hear the protest or contest on 
Thursday following the deadline f(lr filing the same. Testimony at 
the hearing shall be limited ~o the grounds stated in the written 
protest. 
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The protestant and each other candidate in the protested race 
shall have the right to be present at the hearing, to be represented 
by counsel, to examine and cross-examine witnesses and to pro
dllce evidence relevant to the grounds of the protest. The chair
man of the committee shall provide for and conduct the hearing as 
nearly as possible in accordance with the procedures and rules of 
evidence observed by the circuit courts of this State. The chairman 
shall have authority to administer oaths and subpoena witnesses. 
Upon the conclusion of the hearing of the protest the committee 
shall determine all issues by majority vote and forthwith certify the 
rt'sults of the election. 

The committee shall remain in session until a conclusion has 
been reached. All candidates in the protested or contested race 
shall be immediately notified of the committee's decision. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-492.6; 1968 (55) 2~16. 

P teseJll'Ch and Practice References
~9 qS. Ele<:tions § 128. 

§ 7-17-580. Appeal of protests and contests in municipal 
primaries. 

In every political primary election held by any political party, 
orgal1izat;on or association in any of the cities or towns of this 
State for the purpose of choosing candidates for offices therein or 
the elect.ion of delegates to conventions thereof, the decision of 
any protest or contest that may arise shall be subject to appeal to 
the "'Jard of State Canvassers of Municipal Primaries of this State 
herein provided for, and upon such appeal it shall be the duty of 
the committee or canvassing officers from whose decision such 
appeal may be made to transmit to said Board any protest and all 
papen relating to the election, with a copy of any evidence taken 
before them within ten days from their first meeting to canvass the 
returns of managers of such election. 
mSTORY: 1962 Code § 2~-49~; 1952 Code § U-49~; 1950 (46) 2059. 

P ~search and Practice References--
29 <:jS. Elections § 128. 

§ 7-17-590. Board of State Canvassers for Municipal Pri
maries. 

The State executive committee of every political party in this 
State which may have such a committee shall immediately after its 
appointment elect from its body a committee of one from each 
congressional district which shall constitute the Board of State 
Canvassers for Municipal Primaries, each of whom, before hearing 
any appeal, shall take and subscribe an oath that he will fairly, 
impartially and honestly decide such an appeal. The Board shall. 
upon collection by their chairman of the estimated amount of the 
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expenses of such appeal from the person or persons making it, 
decide as judicial officers all cases under protest or contest that 
may come before them on appeal from any decision of such 
committees or canvassing officers from whose decisions appeal is 
made upon the papers transmitted to them by such committees or 
canvassing officers, and the person or persons declared by the 
Board to be nominated at such election shall be the nominee or 
nominees of such political party in the respective elections for 
which such nominations were made. Any vacancies in said Board 
shall be filled by the State executive committee or, in case it 
should not be in session, by the chairman of the State executive 
committee. The members of said board shall serve until the 
meeting of the next State executive committee. A majority of the 
members of the Board shall constitute a quorum at any meeting. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-494; 1952 Code § 23-494; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7 -17 -~OO. No candidate shall be declared nominated in 
first primary without majority vote. 

No candidate shall be declared nominated in a first primary 
election unless he received a majority of the votes cast for the 
office for which he was a candidate. The question of a majority 
vote sh~1l be determined by the number of votes cast for any 
particular office and not by the whole number of votes cast in the 
primary. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-496; 1952 Cod. § 23-496; 1950 (46) 2059. 

Research and Practice References-
29 CjS, EleClion! § 119(4). 

§ 7-17-610. What constitutes majority vote. 
It is the intent of the South Carolina General Assembly that the 

following method be used in determining what candidates have 
received a majority vote for a particular office and are thereby 
entitled to be nominated on the first ballot according to the terms 
of §§ 7-17-600 and 7-13-50. 

(1) If a candidate for a single office is to be selected, and there 
is more than one person seeking nomination, the majority shall be 
ascertained by dividing the total vote cast for all candidates by 
two. Any excess of the sum so ascertained shall be a majority, and 
the candidate who obtains a majority shall be derlared the nomi
nee. 

(2) If nominees for two or more offices (constituting' a group) 
are to be selected, and there are more persons seeking nomination 
than there are offices, the majority shall be ascertained by dividing 
the total vote cast for all candidates by the number of positions to 
be filled, and by dividing (he result by two. Any exccss of the sum 
so ascertained shall be a majority, and the candidates who obtain a 
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majority shall be declared the nominees in the first primary. If 
more candidates obtain a majority than there are positions to be 
filled, those having the highest vote (equal to the number of 
positions to be filled) shall be declared the nominees. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-496.1; 1972 (57) 3087. 

Research and Practice References-
26 Am JUT 2d. Eloclions § 328. 
29 CjS. Eleclions § 119(4). 

AUorney General's Opinions 
When all the candidates received a ma

jority vote, the two candidates receiving the 
highest number of votes would be declared 
the nominees. Op. Atty. Gen. to Hon. 
Eugene S. Blease, June 6, 1976. 

§ 7-17-620. lJnopposed candidates declared nominees. 
All unopposed candidates in primary elenions shall be declared 

the nominees of the party by the respective State or county 
committees. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-497; 1952 Code § 23-497; 1950 (46) 2059. 

Relearch and Practice References-
29 CjS. Eleclions § 119(4). 

§ 7-17-700. Continuation of Protests in Primary or Nonpar
tisan election. 

If any candidate in a primary or nonpartisan election dies after the 
election but before the time for filing a protest ordies after a protest has 
been timely filed, his political party or a representative duly appointed 
by the court may file or continue the protest on his behalf. The 
authority reviewing the protest may then certify the results and deny 
the protest or uphold the protest in which case it must order a new 
election. In this event, additional filings of candidacy will be allowed 
and a new election held in the manner the authority responsible for 
conducting the election provides. 

§ 7-17-710. Continuation of protest in general elections. 
If any candidate in a special or general election dies after the election 

but before the time for filing a protest or dies after a protest has been 
timely filed, his political party or a representative duly appointed by 
the court may file or continue the protest on his behalf. The authority 
reviewing the protest may then certify the results and deny the protest 
or uphold the protest in which case it must order a new election. In this 
event, additional filings of candidacy are allowed and a new election 
held in the manner the authority responsible for conducting the elec
tion provides. 
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CHAPTER 19 

Special Provisions Applic:nb1e to Federal Elections 

SEC. 

7-19-10. Election of United State. Senators. 
7-19-20. Filling vacancies in office of United State. Senator. 
7-19-30. Election of Representatives in Congress. 
7-19-40. Division of Slale into six congressional districts. 
7-19-50. Each congressional district shall elect one member of Congre •• ; 

procedure after new apportionment. 
7-19-60. Writs of election in case State is given more Representatives. 
7-19-70. Election of presidential electors; certificates of appointment. 
7-19-80. Candidate for elector .hall declare for which candidate. he will vote; 

elector shall vote for candidates for whom he declared. 
7-19-90. Meeting of electors; organization; balloting and cenification of results. 
7-19-100. Disposition of certificates and lists. 
7-19-110. Compensation and expenses of electors. 
7-19-120. Dutie. of State official •. 

§ 7-19-10. Election of United States Senators. 
A United States Senator shall be elected at the general election 

next preceding the expiration of the term of any United States 
Senator from this State. 
HISTORY: 196% Code § %S·551; 1952 Code § U·551; 194% Code § 1931; 1931 

Code § U"; Civ. C. 'n § %64; 1914 (%9) 59%; 194% (4%) 1520. 

§ 7-19-20. Filling vacancies in office of United Stateg Sena
tor. 

In case of a vacancy in the office of United States Senator from 
death, resignation or otherwise, the Governor may fill the place by 
appointment which shall be for the period of time intervening 
between the date of such appointment and January third following 
the next succeeding general election. But in the event any such 
vacancy shall occur less than one hundred days prior to any 
general election, the appointment shall be for the period of time 
intervening between the date of such appointment and January 
third following the second general election next succeeding. The 
Governor shall within five days after any such appointment order 
an election to be held in connection with and at the time of the 
general election immediately preceding the expiration date of such 
appointment if at the expiration of such appointment an unex· 
pired term shall remain. 
HISTORY: 196% Code § U·552; 1952 Code § U·552; 1942 Code f 2931; 1"2 

Code § 2'''; Civ. C. '22 § %64; 1914 (29) 59%; 1942 (42) 1520. 

§ '1-19-30. Election of Representatives in Congress. 
Representatives in the House of Representatives of the Con· 

gress of the United States shall be chosen at each general election 
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in the several congressional districts by the qualified voters 
thereof. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25.555, 1952 Code § 25·555, 1942 Code § 2532, 1932 

Code f2U2, Clv. C. '22 § 265, Clv. C. '12 § 262, Clv. C. '02 § 256, G. S. 
112, R. S. 194, 1882 (17) 1117 § 25. 

Reoearclt and PractIce Referenceo-
25 Am Jur 2d. Elections I 8. 

ALK ad L Ed Annotado ...... 
State court jurisdiction over contest involving primary election for member of 

Congress. 68 ALR2d 1820. 

§ 7-19-40. Division of State into six congressional districts. 

NOTE 
Districts are defined by court action. Sec
tion superseded by court order. 

ATIORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

District representation by congrell- the congressmen in this State conlin
men elected in 1970.-lnasmuch as a ued to represent the districts as they 
1971 statute changing the boundaries existed at the time the congressmen 
of congressional districts in South Car· were elected in 1970. 1970-71 Ops. 
olino was intended to apply to the next Att'y Gen .• No 5218. p 201. 
general election to be held in 1972. 

§ 7-19-50. Each congressional district shaD elect one mem
ber of Congress; procedure after new apportionment. 

Until the next apportionment be made by the Congress of the 
United States, each of such congressional districts shall be entitled 
to elect one member to represent this State in the Congress of the 
United States. After such new apportionment by Congress the 
General Assembly shall divide the State into as many congressio· 
nal districts as the State is entitled to members in the House of 
Representatives. 

HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23·555; 1952 Code § 25·555; 1942 Code § 2U.; 1931 
Code § 2334; Ci •. C. '22 § 267; Ci •. C. '12 § %64; Clv. C. '02 § 258; G. S. 
142; R. S. 196; 1882 (17) 1122 § 5. 

Cross references-
As to when apportionment takes effect, scc SC Const. Arl 3, I 5. 

Research and Practice References-
25 AmJur 2d. EleClions §§ 13,30.34,55. 
26 Am Jur 2d. Elections § 370. 
29 CJS. Elections § 54. 
9 Am Jur PI & Pr Forms (Rev ed), EleClions. Forms 7, 8 (complaint in federal 

court to (ompr.l constitutional apportionment of legislative districts). 
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§ 7-19-60. Writs of election in case State is given more 
Representatives. 

In rase Ih" Congress of the {Tniled Siaies shall by any new 
apportionment give to this State more than six members of the 
House of Representatives and the General Assembly shall not be 
in session, the Governor shall by proclamation issue writs of 
election for congressmen at large, one or more, as the case may 
be. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code I 29.556; 1952 Code f 25·556; 1942 Code I 2995; 1992 

Code ,2996; CI". C. '22 f 260; Clv. C. '12 § 265; Clv. C. '02 1290; G. S. 
142; R. S. 196;1002 (17) 112215. 

§7 -19-70. Election of presidential electors; certificates of 
appointment. 

Unless otherwise provided, the election of presidential electors shall be con
ducted and the returns made in the manner prescribed by this chapter for the 
election of state officers. 

The names of candidates for electors of President and Vice President 
nominated by any political party recognized in this State under § 7-9-10 or by 
a valid petition shall be printed on the ballot. In place of their names, in accor
dance with the provisions of § 7-13-320, there shall be printed on the ballot 
names of the candidates for President and Vice President of each political par
ty recognized in this State and the names of any petition candidates for Presi
dent and Vice President. A vote for the candidates name on the ballot shall 
be a vote for the electors of the party by which those candidates were nominated 
or electors of petition candidates whose names have been filed with the Secretary 
of State. . 

Upon receipt of the certified determination of the Board of State Canvassers 
and delivered to him in accordance with § 7-17-300, the Secretary of State, under 
his hand arid the seal of his office, as required by § 7-17-310. shall certify to 
the Governor the names of the persons elected to the office of elector for Presi
dent and Vice President of the United States, as stated in the certified deter
mination, who shall be deemed appointed as electors. 

It shall be the duty of the Governor, as soon as practicable after the conclu
sion of the appointment of the electors pursuant to the laws of the State pro
viding for the election and the appointment of the electors, to communicate 
by registered mail under the seal of the State to the Administrator of general 
Services a certificate of appointment of the electors, setting forth the names 
of the electors and the canvass or other ascertainment under the laws of this 
State of the number of votes given or cast for each person for whose appoint
ment any and all votes have been given or cast. It shall also thereupon be the 
duty of the Governor to deliver to the electors of the State, on or before the 
day on which they are required by law to meet, six duplicate originals of the 
same certificate under the seal of the State. If there shall have been any final 
determination in the manner provided for by law of a controversy or contest 
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concerning the appointment of all or any of the electors, it shall be the duty 
of the Governor, as soon as practicable after the determination, to communicate 
under the seal of the State to the Administrator of General Services a certificate 
of such determination. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 13-557; 1952 Code § 25-557; 1942 Code § 2536; 1952 
Code § 2556; Civ. C. '22 § 269; Civ. C. '12 § 266; Civ. C. '02 § 2S9; G. S. 
145; R. S. 197; 1882 (17) 1122 § 56; 1961 (52) 246. 

Effects of Amendments-
The 1982 amendment deleted the first paragraph as it appears in the parent volume, and inserted 

the first three paragraphs to provide the names of candidates of a recognized political party for 
President and Vice President of the United states be placed on the ballot and that vote for them 
shall be a vote each elector nominated by the politica1 party. 
Research and Practice Refereoce5-

25 Am Jur 2d. Elections § 9. 

§ 7-19-80. Candidate for elector shall declare for which 
candidates he will vote; elector shall vote for candidates for 
whom he declared. 

Each candidate for presidential and vice-presidential elector 
shall declare which candidate for president and vice-president he 
will vote for if elected. Those elected shall vote for the president 
and vice· president candidates for whom they declared. Any person 
selected to fill a vacancy in the electoral college shall vote for the 
candidates the elenor whose place he is taking had declared for. 
The declaration shall be made to the Secretary of State on such 
form as he may require not later than sixty days prior to the 
general ciCCi ion for electors. No candidate for president and vice
presiricnt elector shall have his name placed on the ballot who 
fails to make such declaration by the prescribed time. Any elector 
who votes contrary to the provisions of this section shall be 
dcemed guilty of violating the election laws of this State and upon 
conviction shall be punished according to law. Any registered 
elector shall have the right to institute proper action to require 
compliance with the provisions of this section. The Attorney 
General shall institute criminal action for any violation of the 
provision of this section. Provided, the executive committee of the 
party from which an elector of the electoral college was elected 
may relieve the elector from the obligation to votE for a specific 
candidate when. in its judgment, circumstances shall have arisen 
which. in the opinion of the committee, it would not be in the best 
inter!'st of the Stat .. for the elector to cast his ballot for such a 
candidatc. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23·557.1; 1971 (57) 270. 
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§ 7-19-90. Meeting of electors; organization; balloting and 
certification of results. 

The elector~ for President and Vice President shall convene at 
the capitol. in the office of the Secretary of State. at eleven in the 
forenoon. on the first Monday after the second Wednesday in 
December next following their appointment. and shall proceed to 
effeCl a permanent organization by the election of a president and 
secretary from their own body. The electors shall next proceed to 
fill by ballot and by plurality of votes all vacancies in the electoral 
college occasioned by the death. refusal to serve. or neglect to 
attend. of any elector. The electors shall then and there vote by 
ballot for President and Vice President. one of whom at least shall 
not be an inhabitant of the same State with themselves. 

The electors shall make and sign six certificates of all the votes 
given by them for President and Vice President. each of which 
certificates shall contain two distinct lists. one of the votes for 
President and the other for Vice President. and shall annex to 
each of the certificates one of the lists of the electors which shall 
have been furnished to them by the Secretary of State by direction 
of the Governor. The electors shall seal up separately the certifi· 
cates and lists of the electors so made by them. and certify upon 
each that the list of all the votes of the State given for President. 
and of all of the votes given for Vice President are contained 
therein. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25'558; 1952 Code § 25-558; 1942 Code § 2543; 1932 

Code § 2545; Civ. C. '22 § 276; Civ. C. '\2 § 275; Civ. C. '02 § 246; G. S. 
155; R. S. 204; 1882 (17) 1124 § 66; 1885 (19) 25 § I; 1889 (20) 565; 1956 
(59) 1651; 1961 (52) 246. 

§ 7-19-100. Disposition of certificates and lists. 
The electors shall dispose of the certificates so made by them 

and the lists attached thereto in the following manner: 
First. They shall forthwith forward by registered mail one of the 

certificates and lists to the President of the Senate at the seat of 
government. 

Second. Two of the certificates and lists shall be delivered to the 
Secretary of State of South Carolina. one of which shall be held 
subject to the orde.r of the President of the Senate. and the other 
shall be preserved by him for one year and shall be a part of the 
.public records of his office and shall be open to public inspection. 

Third. On the day thereafter they shall forward by registered 
mail two of the certificates and lists to the Administrator of 
General Services at the seat of government. one of which shall be 
held subject to the order of the President of the Senate. 

Fourth. They shall forthwith cause the other of the certificates 
and lists to be delivered to the judge of the district in which the 
electors shall have assembled. . 
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HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-559; 1952 ('..ode § 25-559; 1942 Codt § 2345; 1952 
Code § 2545; Civ. C. '22 § 278; Civ. C. '1% § 275; Civ. C. '02 § 248; G. S. 
155; R. S. 206; 1882 (17) 1124 § 68; 1889 (20) 565; 1961 (52) 246. 

§ 7-19-110. Compensation and expenses of electors. 
Every elector for this State for the election of a president and vice-president 

of the United States who shall attend at any election of those officers and give 
his vote at the time and place appointed by law shall be entitled to receive for 
his attendance at such election and for traveling to and from his place of 
residence by the most usual route the regular mileage, subsistence an per diem 
allowance authorized for state boards, committees and commissions to be paid 
from appropriations to the office of the Secretary of State. 

HISTORY: 1961 Code § 13·563; 1951 Code § 13·563; 1941 Code § 1349; 1931 
Code § 1349; Clv. C. '11 § 181; elv. C. '11 § 179; Clv, C. '01 § 151; G.S. 159; 
R.S. 110; 1881 (17) 1115; 1915 (19) 178; 1981 (61) 1086. 

Effect of Amendments-
The 1982 amendment substituted the present provision for payment of the 

regular mileage, susistence and per diem allowance for the former provision 
for payment of $5.00 per day and actual traveling expenses, paid by the State 
Treasurer upon warrant of the Comptroller General. 

§ 7-19-120. Duties of State officials. 
The Governor, Secretary of State and other State officers shall 

perform such duties and functions in respect to the election of 
electors, the election of the President and Vice·President of the 
United States and certification of electors and results of such 
election as provided by the acts of Congress in relation thereto. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-564; 1952 Code § 23-564; 1942 Code § 2344; 1932 

SEC. 

Code § 2344; Civ. C. '22 § 277; Civ. C. '12 § 274; Civ. C. '02 § 247; G. S. 
154; R. S. 205; 1882 (17) 1124 § 67; 1889 (20) 365; 1936 (39) 1651. 

CHAPTER 21 

Special Provisions Applicable to Election of State 
Senators and Members of House of Representatives 

7-21-10. No person shall seek more than one office of State Senator in any year. 
7-21-20. Elections for State Senator shall be district-wide. 
7-21-50. Application or-provisions of this Tide to office ~f State Senator and 

member of House of Representatives. 

§ 7-21-10. No person shall seek more than' one office of 
State Senator in any year. 

No person shall be permitted to seek more than one office of 
State Senator in any election year. ' 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § U-Ul; 1966 (54) 2093. 
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(ioa refereacn 
AI to number of nominees for Senator from anyone county, see § 7-1I~. 
AI to apportionment of Senate, see § 2-1~ Editor's note. 
AI to time of election, see § 2-1~ Editor's note. 
As to election of Senaton in single-county district to which more than one 

Senator has been assigned, see § 2-1~ Editor's note. 
As to residence requirement in multi-county district. see t 2-1-60 Editor', 

note. 

§ 7-21-20. Elections for State Senator shall be district-wide. 

The election for the office of State Senator in all senatorial 
districts shall be district-wide. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code 125.282; 1966 (54) 2095. 

§ 7-21-50. Application of provisions of this Title to office of 
State Senator and member of House of Representatives. 

All of the provisions of Title 7 of the 1976 Code governing a 
State office shall apply to the offices of State Senator and of 
member of the House of Representatives except in those instances 
in which special provision is made for such offices and in those 
instances such special provisions shall control. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25.287; 1966 (54) 2095; 1974 (58) 2124. 

CHAPTER 23 

Election Expenses 

S.C. 
7-2!1-IO. Expenses of general election officers. 
7-2!1-20, Payment for ,!o,ice. of election. 
7-25-40. r:xpenses payable by counties. 

7·23- \0 Expenses of 'general election officers 
Commissioners of state and county general elections shall receive as expenses 

two hundred dollars per year, payable Quarterly. Managers and clerks of general 
elections shall receive a per diem as is provided in the annual state general ap
propriations act. Each commissioner, manager, or clerk is entitled to mileage 
as is provided by law for state employees. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-601; 1952 Code § 23-601; 1942 Code § 2316; 
1932 Code § 2316; Civ. C. '22 § 250; Civ. C. '12 § 248; Civ. C. '02 § 
222; G.S. 126, 152; R.S. 180; 1882 (17) 1100; 1883 (18) 260; 1966 (54) 2243; 
1984 Act No. 288. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-650; 1957 (50) 671. 

Research and Practice References--
29 CjS, Elections § S26. 
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§ 7-23-20. Payment for notices of election. 
Notices of election published in any public gazette or county 

newspaper by authority of the proper board of election commis
sioners, as required by law, shall be paid for at the rates pre
scribed by law for legal notices. 

HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 25-605; 1951 Cod. § 25-605; 1942 Cod. 12516; 1952 
Cod. § 2516; Civ. C. '22 f 250; Civ. C. '12 § 248; Civ. C. '02 1222; G. S. 
126, 152; R. S. 180; 1882 (17) llOO; 1885 (18) 260. 

§ 7-23-40. Expenses payable by counties. 
The governing bodies of the several counties shall audit and pay 

all accounts for necessary expenses incurred by the commissioners 
and managers of election for stationery, the making of election 
boxes, rents and similar expenses in elections held in this State. 
HISTORY: 1981 Cod. 11S-805; 1951 Code 115-805; 1941 Code 11S16; 1951 

Code 11516; CIY. C. 'II I ISO; Clv. C. '12 1148; Clv. C. '01 1111; G. S. 
126, 151; R. S. 180; 1881 (17) llOO; 1885 (18) 160. 

Crou referen.-
AI 10 COli of acquiring vOling machin .... ee 17-15--1660. 

CHAPTER 25 

Offenses Against the Election Laws 

SEC. 

7-25-10. False swearing in applying for registration. 
7-25-20. Fraudulent registration or voting. 
7-25-50. Bribery al eleclions. 
7-2~0. Procuring or offering 10 procure voles by bribery. 
7-25-70. Procuring or offering to procure votes by threats, 
7-25-80. Threatening, indmidating. or abusing voters. 
7·25·90. [Repealed.1 
7-25-100. Allowing ballot to be seen, removing ballot from voting place, im-

proper assistance, and related offenses. 
7-25-110. Voting mOTC' than once at elections. 
7-25-120. Impersonaling a voler. 
7-25-130. Arrest of person who impersonates a voter. 
7-25-140. Copies of certain election laws may be posted. 
7-25-150. Swearing falsely at elections or laking oath in another'! name. 
7-25-160. Wilful neglect or corrupt conduct on part of managers. 
7-25-170. Wilful neglect or corrupt conduct by officers other than managers. 
7-25-180. Unlawful distribution of campaign literature. 
7-25-190. Illegal conduct al eleclions generally. 

§ 7-25-10. False swearing in applying for registration. 
Any person convicted of false swearing in the making of an 

application for registration shall be punished as for a misde
meanor. 
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§ 7-25-20. Fraudulent registration or voting. 
Any person who shall fraudulently procure the registration of a 

name on the books of registration, shall fraudulently offer or 
attempt to vote such name or names, or shall fraudulently offer or 
attempt to vote in violation of this Title or under any false 
pretense as to any circumstances affecting his qualifications to vote 

AlTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINIONS 

City may not .hare expen.e of elec· 
tion.-An annexation election is a Ipe
cial election and, in ab.ence of any 
Ilatutory provi.ion which permits or 

allow. a city to .hare or bear a portion 
of this expen.e, the 10lal expense mUDI 
be borne by Ihe counly. 1965-66 Opa. 
Au'y Gen., No 2160, p 290. 

§ 7-25-50. Bribery at elections. 

If at any election held within this State, whether general, special 
or primary, for members of the Congress of the United States, 
members of the General Assembly of this State, sheriff, clerk, 
judge of probate or other county officer, mayor and aldennen of 
any city or intendant and wardens of any incorporated town or at 
any other election held within this State, any person shall, by the 
payment, delivery or promise of money or other article of value, 
procure another to vote for or against any particular candidate or 
measure, the person so promising and the person so voting shall 
each be guilty of a misdeme.anor and, upon conviction !hereof. 
shall, for the first offense. be fined in any sum not less than one 
hundred dollars nor more !han five hundred dollars and impris
oned for any period of time not less than one month nor more 
than six months. and. for the second offense. shall be fined in any 
sum not less than five hundred dollars nor more than five thou
sand dollars and imprisoned for any period of time not less than 
three months nor more than twelve months. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code 12S~54; 1952 Code 12S~54; 1950 (46) 2059. 

CroAD referenceD--
As to bribery and conuplion of public officen, see It 16-9-210 to 16-9-250. 
As to bribery to obtain public office or accepting such bribes, see II 16-9-280 

to 16-9-300. 

ReDearch and Practice Referenc:m-'26 Am Jur 2d. Elections § 377. 
29 cjs, Elections § 3~2. 

CASE NOTES 
Activities of defendant, who induced 

each voter to apply for absentee ballot 
without regard to whether voter ac
tuaUymet requirements fOT absentee voting, 
who was present when each voter marked 
ballot and in some cases actually marked 

ballot himself. who also provided voters 
with varying quantum of advice, and who· 
personally paid each voter and collected 
each absentee ballot, tainted federal elec· 
tion process even though intended to in
fluence only local election, and thus feU 
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squarely within prohibition of federal vote
buying statute. Voting Rights Act of 1965, 
§ lI(c), 42 V.S.C.A. § 1973i(c). 
U.S. v. Mason. 673 F. ld 737 (1982) 

To establish offense of vote-buying it is 
not necessary for the government to prove 
that vote-buying activities actually affected 
a federal contest, and a violation is 
established when the evidence shows that 
a defendant bought or offered to buy a vote 

and that such activity exposes federal 
aspects of a mixed statelfederal election to 
possibility of corruption takes place and 
whether or not the person participating had 
a specific intent to expose the federal ac· 
tion to such corruption Voting Rights Act 
of 1965, § II (c), 42 V.S.C.A. § 1973i(c). 
Vnited States v. Carmicbael. 685 F.ld 903 
(1982). 

§ 7-25-60. Procuring or offering to procure votes by brib
ery. 

If at any election. general. special or primary. any person shall 
procure. or offer or propose to procure. another. by the payment. 
delivery or promise of money or other article of value. to vote for 
or against any particular candidate or measure or shall for the 
consideration of money or other article of value paid. delivered or 

. promised. vote or offer or propose to vote for or against any 
particular candidate or measure. such person shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and. upon conviction thereof. shall be fined and 
imprisoned. at the discretion of the court. 

HISTORY, 1962 Code § 2'-655; 1952 Code f 2'-655; 1950 (46) 2059. 

CASE NOTES 
Activities of defendant. who induced 

each vOler t'o apply for absentee ballot 
without regard lO whether voter actually 
mel requirements for absentee voting, who 
was present when each voter marked ballot 
and in some cases actually marked ballot 
himself, who also provided voters with 
varying quantum of advice, and who per
sonally paid each voter and collected each 
absentee ballot, tainted federal election 
process even though intended to influence 
only local election, and thus fell squarely 
within prohibition of federal vote-buying 
statute. Voting Rights Act of 1965, § II(e). 
42 U.S.C.A. § 1973i(e). 
United States v. Mason, 673 F. 2d 737 
(1982). 

Although vote-buying in mixed 
state/federal election alledgedly involv'ed 

only office of county sheriff, jurisdiction 
lay under federal statute proscribing vote
buying as there was possibility of corrup
tion of the two federal contests in the 
primary because many of the envelopes 
containing absenree ballots were unsealed 
when they were picked up from voters and 
turned into one defendant and there was 
testimony that such defendant and serveral 
workers helped voters mark their absentee 
ballots not only for sherriffs race but for 
others as well and some of the 400 absentee 
ballots received in precinct apparent were 
voted in the congressional election. Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, § II(e), 42 U.S.C.A. 
§ 1973i (c). 
United States v. Carmichael, 685 F. 2d 903 
( 1982). 

§ 7-25-70. Procuring or offering to procure votes by 
threats. 

At or before every election. general. special or primary. any 
person who shall. by threats or any other form of intimidation. 
procure or offer or promise to endeavor to procure another to 
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vote for or against any particular candidate in such election shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined 
not -less than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred 
dollars or be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than one 
month nor more than six months, or be punished both by such 
fine and such imprisonment, in the discretion of the court. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-656; 1952 Code § 25-656; 1950 (46) 2059. 

Research and Practice References--
26 Am JUT 2d. EJections § 383. 
29 CJS. Henion, § 333. 

§ 7-25-80, Threatening, intimidating, or abusing voters. 
If any person shall, at any of the elections, general, special or 

primary, in any city, town, ward or polling precinct, threaten, 
mistreat or abuse any voter with a view to control or intimidate 
him in the free exercise of his right of suffrage, such offender shall 
upon conviction thereof suffer fine and imprisonment, at the 
discretion of the court. 

HISTORY: 1962 Code § 25-657; 1952 Code § 25-657; 1950 (46) 2059. 

Cro •• referencell-
As to assault, etc., on account of political opinions or the exercise of civil 

rights, .ee t 16-17-560. 
As to discharging employees for political opinions or the exercise of civil 

righu, see § 16-17-560. 
As to ejecting a citizen from rented property because of political opinions or 

the exercise of civil right., .ee § 16-17-560. 

Research and Practice Referencee--
26 Am Jur 2d, EJections t S8S. 
29 CjS, Election. § SSS. 

§ 7·25·90. Repealed by 1978 (61) 808, 

§ 7-25-100. Allowing ballot to be seen, removing ballot 
from voting place, improper assistance, and related ollelUl' 
es. 

In any election, general, special or primary, any voter who shall 
(a) except as provided by law, allow his ballot to be seen by any 
person, (b) take or remove or attempt to take or remove any ballot 
from the polling place before the close of the polls, (c) place any 
mark upon his ballot by which it may be identified, (d) take into 
the election booth any mechanical device to enable him to mark 
his ballot or (e) remain longer than the specified time allowed by 
law in the booth or compartment after having been notified that 
his time has expired and requested by a manager to leave the 
compartment or booth and any person who shall (a) interfere with 
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any voter who is inside of the polling place or is marking his 
ballot. (b) unduly influence or attempt to influence unduly any 
voter in the preparation of his ballot. (c) endeavor to induce any 
vNer to show how he marks or has marked his ballot or (d) aid or 
attempt to aid any voter by means of any mechanical device 
whatever in marking his ballot shall be fined not exceeding one 
hundred dollars or be imprisoned not exceeding thirty days. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-659; 1952 Code § 23-659; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-25-110. Voting more than once at elections. 
If any person qualified by the Constitution and laws of this State 

to vote at any general. special or primary election for a member of 
the Congress of the United States. members of the General 
Assembly. sheriff. clerk. judge of probate or any other county 
officer. mayor and aldermen of any city or intendant and wardens 
of any incorporated town or at any other election. whether gen
eral. special or primary. held within this State shall vote more than 
once at such election. for the same office. such person so voting 
more than once shall be fined or imprisoned at the discretion of 
the judge before whom the case shall be tried. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-660; 1952 Code § 23-660; 1950 (46) 2059. 

Research and Practice References-
26 Am .Iur 2d. [Ioclions § 375. 
29 CJS. t:lenions § 325. 

§ 7-25-120. Impersonating a yoter. 
It shall be unlawful for any person to impersonate or attempt to 

impersonate another person for the purpose of voting in any 
election. general. special or primary. of this State. whether munici
pal or State. Any person violating any of the provisions of this 
section shall. upon conviction. be imprisoned at hard labor for a 
period of not less than three months nor more than twelve months 
or by a fine of not less than three hundred dollars nor more than 
twelve hundred dollars. or bOlh. at the discretion of the court. 
When such person is placed under bond. such bond shall be in a 
sum not less than six hundred dollars nor more than twelve 
hundred dollars. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-661; 1952 Code § 23-661; 1950 (46) 2059. 

Research and Practice References--
26 Am Jur 2d. Eleclions § 375. 

§ 7-25-130. Arrest of person who impersonates a Yoter. 
If any manager of election of this State report to the sheriff or 

other peace officer that a person has violated § 7-25-120 such 
peace officer shall arrest such person and have a proper warrant 
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sworn out. Any sheriff or police officer refusing to make an arrest 
when demand is made by the proper authorities for any violation 
of § 7-25-120 shall be subject to prosecution in the court of 
general sessions for malfeasance in office. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 23-662; 1952 Code § 23-662; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-25-140. Copies of certain election laws may be posted. 
The county committee in any party primary and the commis

sioners of election or other electoral board in general and special 
elections in their discretion may post, or cause to be posted, a 
copy of §§ 7-25-120 to 7-25-140, printed on cardboard in as 
large type as a board twelve by twelve inches will carry, in each 
and every polling precinct. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-663; 1952 Code § 23-663; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-25-150. Swearing falsely at elections or taking oath in 
another's name. 

Any voter who shall swear falsely at any election, general, 
special or primary, in taking the prescribed oath or shall imper
sonate another person and take the o,ath in his name in order to 
vote shall be guilty of perjury and be punished. upon conviction. 
as for perjury. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23·664; 1952 Code § 23-664; 1950 (46) 2059. 

§ 7-25-160. Wilful neglect or corrupt conduct on part of 
managers. 

Any manager at any election. general. special or primary. in this 
State who shall be guilty of wilfully violating any of the dUl.es 
devolved by law upon such position shall be guilty of a misde
meanor and. upon conviction thereof. shall be punished by a fine 
not to exceed five hundred dollars or imprisonment not to exceed 
six months. And any manager who shall be guilty of rraud or 
corruption in the management of such election shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof. shall be fined in a sum 
not to exceed five hundred dollars or imprisoned for a term not to 
exceed six months. or both. in the discretion of the court. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-665; 1952 Code § 23·665; 1950 (46) 2059. 

Research and Practice References-
26 Am Jur 2d. EleClions § 376. 
29 CJS. EleClions §§ 325. 327. 

§ 7-25-170. Wilful neglect or corrupt conduct by officers 
other than managers. 

If any officer. other than a manager at any election. on whom 
any duty is imposed by this Title. except under § 7-13-1170. 
Articles I and 3 of Chapter 17 and Chapters 19 and 23. shall be 
guilty· of any wilful neglect of such duty or of any corrupt conduct 
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in executing it. and be thereof convicted. he shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by fine not exceeding five hundred dol
lars or imprisonment at hard labor not exceeding one year. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-666; 1952 Code § 23-666; 1950 (46) 2059. 

Research ~nd Practice References-
26 Am Jur 2d. Eleclions § 376. 
29 CJS. Eteclion. § 327. 

§ 7-25-180 .. Unlawful distribution of campaign Iiterature_ 
It shall be unlawful on any election day within two hundred feet 

of the building wherein a polling place is located for any person to 
distribute any type of campaign literature or place any political 
posters. The poll manager shall use every reasonable means to 
keep the area within two hundred feet of the polling place clear of 
political literature and displays. and the county and municipal law
enforcement officers shall. upon request of a poll manager. re
move or cause to be removed any material within two hundred 
feet of a polling place distributed or displayed in violation of this 
section. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-658.2; 1968 (55) 2316. 

Rel.t.d Local Laws-
For a local law pertaining to the distribution of campaign literature near voting 

places in Greenwood County. see Local Law Index. 

Cross references: As to unlawfully displaying, placing or affixing posters within right 
of way. see §S7-2S-10_ 

§ 7-25-190. Illegal conduct at elections generaIly. 
Every person who shall vote at any general. special or primary 

election who is not entitled to vote and every person who shall by 
force. intimidation. deception. fraud. bribery or undue influence 
obtain. procure or control the vote of any voter to be cast for any 
candidate or measure other than as intended or desired by such 
voter or who shall violate any of the provisions of this Title in 
regard to general. special or primary elections shall be punished 
by a fine of not less than one hundred nor more than one 
thousand dollars or by imprisonment in jail for not less than three 
months nor more than twelve months. or both. in the discretion of 
the court. 
HISTORY: 1962 Cod. § 23-667; 1952 Cod. § 23-667; 1950 (46) 2059. 

Crau reference.-
As to crimes and offenses. generally, see Title 16. 
As to offense of bening on dections. see 116-19-90. 
As to pouession of YOling machine key by unauthorized person, see , 7-15-

1910. 
A. 10 lampering wilh vOling machine •• ee 17-13--1920. 
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CASE NOTES 
Activities of defendant. who induced 

each voter to apply for absentee ballot 
without regard to whether voter actually 
1111.'1 requirements for absentee voting, who 
\\'as present when each voter marked ballot 
and in some cases actually marked ballot 
himsdf, who also provided voters with 
varying quantum of auvice. and who per· 
sonally paid each voter and collected each 
absentee ballot. tainted federal election 
process even though intended to innuence 
only local election, and thus fell squarely 
within prohibition of federal vote-buying 
statute. Voting Rights Act of 1965, § l1(e), 
42 U.S.C.A. § 1973i(e). 
United States v. Mason, 673 F. 2d 737 
(1982). 

To establish orrense of vote-buying it is 
not neccessary for the government to pro
ve that vote-buying activities actually af
fected a federal contest, and a violation is 
established when the evidence showes that 
a defendant bought or offered to buy a vote 
and that such activity exposes federal 
aspcl.:ts of a mixed state/federal election to 
possibilty or corruption whether Of not ac
tual corruplillil takes place and whether or 
nol the persOIl the person participating had 
a sped fie intent to expose the federal ac
tion to such corruption or possibly of COf

ruption. Voting Rights Act of 1965, § lI(e) 
42 U.S. C.A. § 1973i(e) 
Uniled States v. Carmichael, 685 F.2d 903 
(1982). 
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SPECIAL PROVISIONS AFFECfING 
REGISTRATION AND ELECfIONS 

§ 15-1-20. Computation of time. 
The time within which an act is to be done shall be computed by 

excluding the first day and including the last; provided, however, that if 
the last day of the period so computed is a Saturday, a Sunday, or a 
legal holiday, such day shall be excluded and the time period shall run 
until the end of the next day which is not a Saturday, a Sunday, or a 
legal holiday. 
HISTORY: 1980 Act No. 311, eff Feb. 13, 1980. 

Effect of Amendments-
The 1980 amendment inserted the proviso at the end of the section in place of the words Ulfthe 

last day be Sunday it shall be excluded." 

§ 57-25-10. Unlawful to display, place or affix posters within 
right-of-way. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to display, place or affix a poster 
within any right-of-way and visible from the main-traveled way of the 
highway. 

Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be deemed 
guilty ofa misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined not more 
than one hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 33-551; 1973 (58) 247. 

Cross references-
As to administrative regulations with respect to control of our door advertisingaiong interstate 

and federal-aid primary highways, see Rules and Regulations, Highway Department. 

§ 59-1-370. Closing of schools and colleges on general election 
day. 

All State-supported colleges and universities, technical education 
centers and public schools shall be closed general election day in 
November of each even-numbered year. This day shall not be consid
ered as one of the regular school days for the year for public schools. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 21-19.4; 1973 (58) 640; 1977 (60) 156. 

Cross references-
As to special days to be observed in schools, see §§ 53-3-10 to 53-3-60. 
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ALCOHOL AND ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES 

§ 61-13-380. Unlawful sales during certain days or periods; 
authority of Governor to proclaim such days or periods. 

It shall be unlawful to sell any alcoholic liquors on Sunday, on 
statewide election days, or during periods proclaimed by the Governor 
in the interest of law and order or public morals and decorum. Full 
authority to proclaim such periods is hereby conferred upon the 
Governor in addition to all other powers in him now reposed. 
HISTORY: 1962 Code § 4-102; 1952 Code § 4-102; 1945 (44) 337; 1956 (49) 1841, 1992; 1978 

(61) 1514. . 

Cross reference-
As to general laws in regard to Sundays and holidays, see Title 53. 

Research and Practice References-
45 Am JUT 2d, Intoxicating Liquors §§ 276 et seq. 
48 CIS, Intoxicating Liquors § 256. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OPINION 

This section by its express language prohib- "minibottles" and "packaged liquors." 1978 
its the sale of alcoholic beverages, including Op. Atty. Gen., No. 78-121, p. 154. 
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INDEX TO TITLE 7 

ELECTIONS 

Generally, §§ 7-1-10 el seq. 
Abbeville County 
- congressional district. § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts. § 7-7-30 
Absence 
- absentee registration and voting, infra 
Absentee ballots 
- absentee registration and voting, infra 
Absentee registration and voting 

generally, §§ 7-15-10 10 7-15-650 
- absence from ccunly of residence 
- - American Red Cross, persons serving 

with. infra this group 
- - Armed Forces of the United States, 

members of, infra this group 
- - Merchant Marine of the United States, 

members of, infra this group 
- - students, infra this group 
- - United Service Organizations, infra this 

group 
- absentee ballots 
- - application 
- - - form, § 7-15-340 
- - - personal application, § 7-15-330 
- - - time, § 7-15-330 
- - County Election Commissio,n, infra this 

group 
- - list of persons issued and who cast 

absentee ballots, § 7-15-440 
- - qualifications to vote, § 7-15-320 
- - receipt, tabulation and reporting, § 7-

15-420 
- - voting by persons issued absentee bal

lots, § 7-15-430 
- absentee voting precincts 

generally, §§ 7-15-410 to 7-15-450 
- - absentee ballots, supra this group 
- - absentee voters noted on registration 

lists, § 7-15-430 
- - application of article, § 7-15-450 
- - county. precincts established in each, 

§ 7-15-410 
- - location, § 7-15-410 
- - registration lists, noting of absentee 

voters on, § 7-15-430 
- absentee voting. Voting, infra this group 
- American Red Cross, persons servi.ng 

with ' . 
- - absence from county of residence, § 7-

15-320 
- - - dependents, § 7-15-320 
- - - spouses, § 7-15-320 
- - dependenls qualified to register by ab-

sentee method, § 7-15-110 
- American Red Cross, persons serving 

with-Cont'd 
- - spouse Qualified to register by absentee 

method. § 7-15-110 
- application for absence ballot. Absence 

ballots, supra this group 

Absentee registration and voting-Cont'd 
- Armed Forces of the United States, mem

bers of 
- - absence from county of residence, § 7-

15-320 
- - - dependents of members, § 7-15-320 
- - - spouses of members, § 7-15-320 
- - ballot application as request for regis-

tration form, § 7-15-130 
- - defined, § 7-15-310 
- - dependents Qualified to register by ab-

sentee method, § 7-15-110 
- - qualified 10 register by absentee 

method, § 7-15-110 
- - registration form, ballot application as 

request for, § 7-15-130 
- - spouse qualified to register by absence 

method, § 7-15-110 
- - United Service Organizations, infra this 

group 
- ballot. Absentee ballots, supra this group 
- board of registration to preserve record 

book and registration forms, § 7-15-
170 

- book of registration. entry in, § 7-15-150 
- conduct of elections. See specific lines 

throughout this group 
- construction, § 7-15-20 
- construction and interpretation, §§7-15-

20,7-15-175 
- county, absentee voting precincts estab

lished in each, § 7-15-410 
- county commissioners of elections and 

county political party committees fur
nished names of registered persons 
requesting absentee ballots, § 7-15-
190 

- county committees, names of registered 
persons requesting absentee ballots 
furnished to counly political party 

- County Election Commission 
committees, § 7-15-190 

- - absentee ballot 
- - - certificate of return, § 7-15-430 
- - - list of persons issued and who cast 

ballot, § 7-15-440 
- - - receipt, tabulation and reporting of 

ballots, § 7-15-420 
- - absentee registration and voting, au

thority as to, §§ 7-15-330, 7-15-410 
to 7-15-440 

- - list of persons issued and who cast 
absentee ballots, § 7-15-440 

- - receipt of absentee ballots, § 7-15-420 
- - reporting of absentee ballots, § 7-15-

420 
- - tabulation of absentee ballots, § 7-15-

420 
- - voting precincts organized and oper-
I ated by Commission, § 7-15-410 

207 - death in family, electors with, § 7-15-320 



Absenlee regislralion and voting-Cont'd 
- definilions § 7-15-310 
- dependenl~ of persons qualified 10 vOle 

by absentee ballot, § 7-15-320 
- errect of regi~lration, § 7-15-160 
- elderly § 7-15-120 
- employees. Governmenlal employees, infru Ihis 

group 
- expenses of absentee registration and voting, 

§ 7-15-395 
- fcueral department members serving overSl'US 
- - dependents qualified to register, § 7-15-110 
- - qualified 10 register, § 7-15-110 
- - spouse qualified to register, § 7-15-110 
- form~ 
- - appli~'lfion for absentee ballot, § 7-15-340 
- - regblralion forms. Registration, infra Ihi~ 

group 
- funeral ill family, eleclOrs with, § 7-15-320 
- furni~hil1g of election materials 10 persons re-

que.'Jling absentee ballots, §§ 
7-15-200, 7-15-360, 7-15-370, 7-15-380 

- genel:!1 eJections, infra 
- govl'l'lImental employees, absence from coun-

Iy of residence of, § 7-15-320 
- - depcndenls, § 7-15-320 
- - federal department employees, supra this 

group 
- - ~pouses. § 7-15-320 

handicapped person, barrier-free polling 
predncts as alternative. § 7-7-990 

handicapped persons. Physically disabled 
pcr~on.'J. infra this group 

- item~ induded in the absentee ballot, § 7-15-200 
- latl' ballots, validity of, § 7-15-230 
- li~1 of per.~ons issued and who cast absentee 

ballots. § 7-15-440 
-location of absentee voting precincts, § 7-15-410 
- m:.uking and return of absentee ballot, §§ 

7-15-230, 7-15-360, 7-15-370, 
7-15-375, 7-15-380, 7-15-385 

- medical professions. absence from county of 
residence of persons in, § 7-15-320 

- t\:klchant Marine of the United States, 
members of 

. - ab~cnce from county of residence, §7-1 5-320 
- - - dependents of members, § 7-15-320 
- - - .'Jpouses of members, § 7-15-320 
- - ballot application as request for registration 

form. § 7-15-130 
- - defined, § 7-15-310 
- - dependents qualified to register by absentee 

method, § 7-15-110 
- - qualified to register by absentee method, § 

7-15-110 
- - registration form, ballol application as request 

ror, § 7-15-130 
- - spouse qualified to register by absentee 
method, § 7-15-110 
- mililary. Armed forces, supra this group 
- ministers absent from county of residence of, 

§ 7-15-320 
oalh "of applicant, §§ 7-15-120, 7-15-220, 

7-15-230, 7-15-330, 7-15-340, 7-15-370, 
7-15-380,7-15-420 

- persons in employment 

Absentee re~istration and voting-Cont'd 
- - absence from county of residence, § 7-15-320 
- - absentee ballot, applicalion in person for. § 

7-15-330 
- - application in person for absentee ballot. § 

7-15-330 
- - defined, § 7-15-310 
- physically disabled persons 
- - absence from coumy of residence not re-

quired, § 7-15-320 
- - defined, § 7-15-310 
- - qualified to register by absentee 

method, § 7-15-110 
- political parties' responsibilities concern

ing absentee ballots, §§ 7-15-240, 7-
15-340,7-15-395 

- precincts. Absentee voting precincts, su
pra this group 

- primary. special and municipal elections, 
absentee balloting in, §§ 7-15-240, 7-
15-340,7-15-390 

- primary elections, infra 
- printing and distribution of absentee bal-

lots, § 7-5-210 
- qualification for registration, Registration 

infra this group 
- qualifications to vote by absentee ballot, 

§ 7-15-320 
- receipt of absentee ballots, § 7-15-420 
- record books, preservation and destruc-

tion of, § 7-15-170. 7-15-370, 7-15-385 
- registration 
- - effect of registration, § 7-15-160 
- - entry into registration book, § 7-15-150 
- - forms for registration, §§ 7-15-120, 7-

15-170 
- - - completion of form, § 7-15-140 
- - - definition, § 7-15-310 
- - - destruction, § 7-15-170 
- - - obtaining forms, method of, § 7-15-

130 
- - - preservalion, § 7-15-170 
- - - return of form, § 7-15-140 
- - - State Eleclion Commission, duties of," 

§§ 7-15-10, 7-15-20 
- - lists of registration, absentee voters 

noted on, § 7-15-430 
- - persons quanfied to register by absen

tee method, § 7-15-110 
- - record books, preservation and destruc-

lion of, § 7-15-170 
- - registration book, entry in, § 7-15-150 
- - validity of registration, § 7-15-160 
- - verification of registration, § 7-15-180 
- reporting of absentee ballots, § 7-15-420 
- return of absentee ballot, certil'icate of, 

§ 7-15-430 
- special elections. §§ 7-15-240. 7-15-340. 

7-15-390 
- special elections, infra 
- specifications for return-addressed enve-

lopes, § 7-15-210 
- spouses of persons gualified to vole by 

absentee ballOi. 9 7-15-320 
- State Election Commission 
- - duties of Commission. § 7-15-10 
- - registration forms provided by Com-

mission, § 7-15-120 
- students 
- - absence from county of residence. § 7-

15-320 
208 - - - dependents of students, § 7-15-320 



Absentee registration and voting-Cont'd 
- - - spouses of students, § 7-15-320 
- - defined, § 7-15-310 
- - dependents Qualified to register by ab-

sentee method, § 7-1 Sol to 
- - qualified 10 register by absentee 

method § 7-15-110 
- - spouse qualified to register by absentee 

method, § 7-15-110 
- tabulation of absentee ballots, § 7-15-420 
- teachers absent from county of residence, 

§ 7-15-320 
- time of application for absentee ballot. 

§ 7-15-330 
- United Service Organizations. persons 

serving with 
- - absence from county of residence, § 7-

15-320 
- - - dependents, § 7-15-320 
- - - spouses, § 7-15-320 
- - dependents qualified to register by ab-

sentee method, § 7-15-110 
- - qualified to register by absentee 

method, § 7-15-110 
- - spouse Qualified to register by absentee 

method, § 7-15-110 
- United States. Armed Forces of the 

United States, supra this group 
- vacation, absence from county of resi

dence of persons on, § 7-15-320 
- - absentee ballot received after polls 

close, § 7-15-230 
- validity of registration, §7-15-160 
- verification of registration, § 7-15-180. 

7-15-350 
-voting 
- - definitions, § 7-15-310 
- - precincts. Absentee voting precincts. 

supra this group 
- - primary elections, absentee voting not 

permitted in. §7-13-1020 
- - voting by persons issued by absentee 

ballots, § 7-15-430 
Abusing voters 

generally, §7-25-80 
- polling precinct, abusing voters in, §7-

25-80 
ACcollllling 
-ballot.~, infra 
Adjoining county lines 
- registration boards may register voters 

across, § 7-5-30 
Adjournment 
- Board of State Canvassers, §7-17-230 
Administrator of General Services 
- presidential electors, infra 
Adultery 
- conviction disqualifies voter, §7-5-120 
Advertising 
- distribute campaign litrature, when and 

where unlawful to, § 7-25-180 
Affidavits 
- candidate wishing to withdraw from elec

tion for legitimate nonpolitical reason 
to submit. § 7-11-50 

- peace officer entering polling place ille
gaily, manager of election to make 
affidavit against, § 7-13-160 

- vote-buying, successful candidiate to file 
affidavit as to, § 7-11-240 

Age 
209 

- qualifications and registration of electors, 
infra 

Aiken County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-40 
Alcoholic beverages 
- one mile of voting precinct, selling or 

giving away liquor within, § 7-25-90 
Allendaie County 
- abolished precincts, where electors to 

vote, § 7-7-60 
- congressional d;strict. § 7-19-40 
- designation of precincts, § 7-7-50 
- senatorial district. § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts 
- - abolished precincts, where electors to 
vote. § 7-7-60 
- - Allendale precinct, voting places in. 

§ 7-7-70 
- - designation. § 7-7-50 
Alteration of precincts 
- polling precincts and voting places, infra 
Amendments to Constitution 
- Constitution of South Carolina, infra 
American Red Cross 
- absentee registration and voting, supra 
Anderson County 
- annexed areas, voting by resident of, § 7-

7-80 . 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, and voting places § 7-7-80 
Annexation 
- annexation of part of county to munici

pality divided into wards, effect of, 
§ 7-7-960 

Annual registration 
generally, § 7-5-160 

Appeals 
- Board of State Canvassers. Canv~ss of 

votes, infra 
- canvass of votes, infra 
- County Board of Canvassers. appeals 

from, §§ 7-17-60,7-17-70,7-17-250 
- county executive committee. appeal from 

decision of, § 7-17-540 
. Court of Common Pleas. Courts, infra 
- courts. infra 
- deletion of elector's name from roster of 

electors, appeal by elector, § 7-3-30 
- denial of registration or restoration of 

name on registration books. Qualifi
cations and registration of electors, 
infra 

- municipal primaries, appeal of protests 
and contests in, § 7-17-580 

- primary elections, contests or protests in, 
§§ 7-17-540, 7-17-550 

- registration books, denial of registration 
when qualification after closing, § 7-
5-180 

- reissuance of defaced or lost certificates, 
denial of, § 7-5-260 

- state executive committee, hearing of ap
peals by, § 7-17-550 



- voting precincts-Cont'd 
- Supreme Court. Courts, infra 
Applicability of title 

generally, § 7-1-40 
_ votmg machines. other provisions of title 

applicable 10 use of, § 7-13-1930 
Applications 
_ absentee ballot. Absentee registration and 

voting, supra 
_ procedure for registration after closing 

~egistralion books, § 7-5-180 
- regIstration, form of application for § 7-

5-IM ' 
Appointment 
- governor, infra 
- managers of election, infra 
- registration boards, § 7-5-10 
Apportionment 
- Congress, infra 
Approval of voting machines 
- voting machines. infra 
Armed Forces of the United States 
_ absentee registration and voting, supra 

Arrest 
- impersonating a voter, § 7-25-130 
Arson 
_ conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
Assault 
_ conviction for assault with intent to ravish 

as disqualifying voter, § 7-5-120 
Assessments 
_ candidates, assessment of. Candidates, in-

fra 
- General Assembly, infra 
Assistance to voters 
- improper assistance, § 7-25-100 
_ managers of election, § 7-13-770 
- - duties, § 7-13-770 
__ write-in vOles in handwriting of voter 

or manager, § 7-lJ-SOO 
_ registration, assisting handicapped per-

sons in, § 7-5-210 
- spouses, § 7-13-770 
_ voting machines, §§ 7-13-IS30, 7-13-1840 
_ who may receive assistance, § 7-13-7S0 
_ write-ins in handwriting of voter or au-

thorized manager, § 7-13-800 
Attorney General 
_ Constitutional Ballot Commission, mem

ber of. § 7-13-2120 
_ presidentiar electors, enforcement of vot-

ing obligations of, § 7-19-80 
Authorized representative 
- defined, § 7-15-310 
- oath or affirmation upon application for 

absentee bailot, § 7-15-330 
Ballots 

generally, §§ 7-13-310 to 7-\3-450 
_ absentee banots. Absentee registration 

and voting, supra 
_ accounting, § 7 -13-1150 
- - substitute. § 7-13-790 
_ allowing ballots to be seen, penalty for. 

§ 7-25-100 
_ barrier-free polling precincts for handi

capQed persons, use of paper ballots 
at, ~ 7-7-990 

- bond issues. form of ballot for. § 7-13-
400 

- boxes 
__ canvassing and counting of ballots. 

Conduct of elections; infra 
__ comO\issioners of elections to provide 210 

Ibll()t~-Conl'd 
boxes, § 7-\3-840 

- - description, § 7-I3-S40 
- - location, § 7-13-840 
- - number, § 7-13-840 
- candidates 
__ death, withdrawal or disqualification of 

candidate after name printed on 
ballot, § 7-13-370 

___ limitations on withdrawal of candi
dacy, § 7-13-390 

___ reprinting ballots optional, if feasible, 
§ 7-13-380 

- - limitations on withdrawal of candidacy 
§ 7-13-390 ' 

- - placing names of candidates on ballots 
§§ 7-13-320, 7-13-350 ' 

- - reprinting ballots optional on death 
withdrawal or disqualific~ltion of • 
candidate, § 7-13-380 

__ unopposed candidates certified for gen
eral election ballots, § 7 -11-90 

- canvassing of ballots. Conduct of elec
tions, infra 

- canvass of votes, generally. Canvass of 
votes. infra 

- circuit offices, ballot for, § 7-13-310 
-commissioners of election, infra 
- Congress. ballot for members of. § 7-13-

310 
_ constitutional amendments. Constitution 

of South Carolina, infra 
_ Constitutional Ballot Commission, §§ 7-

\3-2120,7-13-2130 
- counting of ballots 
- - conduct of elections, infra 
- - vote recorders, infra 
_ county offices, baUot for. § 7-13-310 
- crimes and offenses 
- - allowi'.lg ballot to be seen.' § 7-25-100 
__ removmg ballot from votmg place § 7-

25-100 ' 
_ death of candidate after name printed on 

ballot. Candidates. supra this group 
- d~faced ballo~. substit~te for, § 7-13-790 
_ dlscl~sure of mformatlon by executive 

director and commissioners of elec
tion, § 7-13-420 

_ disqualification of candidate after name 
pr~nted on ballot. Candidates, supra 
thiS group 

- distribution, § 7-13-340 
_ executive director of State Election Com

mission. State Election Commission 
infra ' 

- form, §§ 7-13-320, 7-13-330, 7-13-610 
__ when questions are submitted. §§ 7-13-

310, 7-\3-400 
- General Assembly. infra 
- general elections 
__ allo~!ng ball~t to be seen, § 7-25-100 
- - cerllfled candldiates placed on ballot. 

names of, §§ 7-\3-320 7-13-350 
- - different colored paper to be used § 7-

13-310 ' 
- - distribution, § 7-13-340 
- - form, §§ 7-13-320, 7-13-330 
- - instructions, § 7-13-330 
- - kinds of baliots, § 7-13-310 
- - printing, § 7-13-340 
__ removing ballot from voting place, § 7-

25-100 
- - standards and specifications, § 7-13-320 



Ballots-Cont'd 
- handwriting of voter or authorized man

ager for write-in names, § 7-13-800 
- House of Representatives, ballot for 

member of. General Assembly, infra 
- instructions. § 7-13-330 
- kinds of ballots, § 7-13-310 
- lost ballots. accounting for, § 7-13-1150 
- managers of election, duties of. Managers 

of election. infra 
- marking ballots, instructions for, § 7-13-

330 
- marred ballot, substitute for, § 7-13-790 
- misconduct as to ballot, penalty for, § 7-

25-1 DO 
- multiple offices, § 7-1-60 
- municipal elections 
- - printing and distribution of ballots. § 7-13-340 
- - time for placing name of candidate on ballot. 

§ 7-13-350 
- municipalities, definition of, § 7-13-340 
- names of candidates placed on ballots, §§ 

7-13-320,7-13-350 
- - write-in names. infra this group 
- number of ballots provided, § 7-13-430 
- - primary elections, § 7-13-620 
~ oath of printer of ballots and assistants, § 

7-13-420 
- penalties, infra 
- presidential electors, infra 
- primary elections 
- - allowing ballot to be seen, § 7-25·100 
- - county committees furnish ballots, § 7-13-610 
- - form of ballots. § 7-13-610 
- - removing ballot from voting place, § 7-25-100 
- - specifications, § 7~13·610 
.. slate committee to furnish ballots for primary 

elections. § 7-13-610 
- printing 
- - at public expense, § 7-13-340 
- - each kind of ballot on different color paper, 

§ 7-13-310 
- - oath of printer of ballots and assistants, § 

7-13-420 
- - standards and specifications, §§ 7·13-320,_ 

7-13-610 

Ballots-Cont'd 
- ~(andards, §§ 7-13-610, 7-13-320 
- ~tate committee to furnish ballots for primary 

elections, § 7-13-610 
- State Election Commission, infra 
- ~(~lIe offices, ballot for, § 7-13-310 
- slale senator, ballol for. General Assembly, 

infra 
- slubs, § 7-13-730 
- substitute for lost, marred or defaced ballol, 

§ 7-13-790 
- time for placing name of candidate on ballots, 

§ 7-13-350 
- United States senator. ballot for, § 7-13-310 
- unopposed candidates certified for general elec-

tion ballots, § 7-11-90 
- vote recorder ballots. Vote recorders, infra 
- voting machine ballots. Voting machines, infra 
- withdrawal of candidate after name printed on 

ballot. Candidates, supra this group 
- write-in names 
- - authorized, § 7-13-1120 
- - handwriting of voter or authorized manager, 

§ 7-13-8DO 
- --manner of voting, § 7-13-330 
- - place on ballot for write-in names, § 7-13-360 
Bamberg County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-90 
Barnwell County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district. § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-100 
Barriers 
- handicapped electors, barrier-free polling places 

for, § 7-7-990 
Beaufort County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-110 
Berkeley County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 

- questions submitted, form of ballot when, §§ - voting precincts, § 7-7-120 
7-13-31O,7-P-400 Bigamy 

- referendum, ballot for, §§ 7-13-310, 7-13-400 - conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
- removing ballot from voting place, penalty for. Board of State Canvassers 

§ 7-25-100 - canvass of votes, infra 
- reprinting after death, withdrawal or dis- Board of State Canvassers for Municipal 

qualification of candidate, § 7-13-380 Primaries 
-secrecy of ballot preserved. § 7-13-130 - canvass of votes, infra 
__ penalty for violation. § 7-25-100 Board of Voting Machine Commissioners 

. - voting machines, infra 
- - vOlmg machines, §§ 7-13-1780. 7-13-1790 Boards, commissions arId committees 
- Senate, ballot for member of General as to particular boards. commissions and 

Assembly. infra committees, see specific lines 
- special elections Bond issues 
- - allowing ballot to be seen, § 7-25-100 - applicability of title to all elections, § 7-1-
- - bond issues. form of ballot for. § 7-13-400 40 
__ questions submitted. form of ballot when. - ballot. form of, § 7-13-400 

§§ 7-13-310, 7-13-400 Books of registration 
- municipal elections, infra 

- - removing ballot from voting place, § 7-25-100 _ qualifications and registration of electors 
- - lime for placing name of candidate on ballot . infra • 

§ 7-13-350 ' Booths 
- spedfications, §§ 7-13-610, 7-13-320 211: - commissioners of election, provided by, 

§ 7-13-740 . 



Candidates-Cont'd 
. - statement of expenses filed with committee. 

§ 7-11-250 
- county officers nominated by county conven

tion, § 7-lt-30 
- death 
__ death of candidate after name printed on 

ballot. Ballots. supra 
- - substitution upon death of nominee. 

§7-11-50, 7-13-40 
- defamatory statement, liability of broad

casting station for candidate's, §7-1-
80 

- deposit. General Assembly. infra 
- designation and nomination of candi-

dales. Nomination, infra this group 
- disqualification 
- - disqualification of candidate after name 

printed on ballot. Ballots. supra 
- - substitution upon disqualification of 

nominee, §7-11-50 
- expenses 
- - county committee, pledge filed with, 

§§ 7-11-210, 7-11-220, 7-11-250 
- - pledge to file itemized statement, § 7-

11-230 
- General Assembly. infra 
- general elections, infra 
- Governor, nomination by convention of, 

§7-11-30 
- handicapped voter, disqualification as au

thorized representative for, § 7-15-
310 

- House of Representatives 
- - Congress, infra 
- - General Assembly, infra 
- Lieutenant Governor, nomination by con-

vention of, § 7-11-30 
- manager of election, disqualification as, 

§ 7-13-120 
- multiple offices, Qualifying for specific of 

fice, § 7-1-60 
- nomination, methods of 
- - convention, nomination by, supra this 

group 
- - death of nominee, substitution upon, 

§ 7-11-50 
- - disqualification of nominee, substitution 

upon, § 7-11-50 
- - pelilion, nomination by, infra this 

group 
- - primary elections, nomination by. Pri

mary elections, infra 
- - slate committee, infra this group 
- - state senator, number of nominees 

from any county for, § 7-11-60 
- - substitution when nominee dies, with

draws or becomes disqualified, § 7-
II-50 

- - unopposed candidates, § 7-11-90 
- - withdrawal of nominee, substitution 

upon, § 7-11-50 
- notice of candidacy 

generally, §§ 7-11-210 to 7-11-250 
- - .:ounty committee, notice filed with, 

§§ 7-11-210, 7-11-220, 7-11-250 
- - general elections, § 7-11-230 
- - primary election, §§ 7-11-210 to 7-11-

230 
- - :.pecial elections, § 7-11-230 
- - :.tate committee, notice· filed with, § 7-

11-210 

Candidates-Cont'd 
- - state senator, §§ 7-11-220, 7-11-230 
- penalty for failure to file pledge. § 7-11-

230 
-petition, nomination by, § 7-11-10, 7-13-

350 
- - certified by State Election Commission, 

§ 7-11-70 
- - form of petition, § 7-11-80 
- - municipal elections, infra 
- placed on ballot as certified by party 

official, § 7-13-350 
- pledge of candidates 

generally, §§ 7-11-210 to 7-11-250 
- - clerk of court of common pleas, filed 

with, § 7-11-230 
- - county committee. pledge filed with, 

§§ 7-11-210, 7-11-220, 7-11-250 
- - general election. § 7-1I-230 

212 

- - primary election, §§ 7-11-210 to 7-11-
230 

- - special election, § 7-11-230 
- - state committee, pledge filed with, § 7-

11-210 
- - state senator, §§ 7-11-220, 7-11-230 
- presidential electors to declare for which 

candidates they will vote, § 7-19-80 
- primary elections, infra 
- protest, candidate served copy of, § 7-17-

30 
- public announcement of nominations, 

time for, § 7-11-30 
- public service district commissioners, pe

titions to nominate, § 7-11-71 
- resignation, nomination of substitute 

upon, § 7-11-50 
- Senate 
- - Congress, infra 
- - General Assembly. infra 
- solicitor, notice and pledge of candidate 

for, §7-11-21O 
- special elections, infra 
- state committee 
- - assessment of candidates, §7 -11-41 0 
- - nomination of candidates 
- - - House of Representatives. member 

of, § 7-11-30 
- - - presidential electors, § 7-9-90 
- - - state senator, § 7-11-30 
- - notice of candidacy filed with commit-

tee, § 7-11-210 
- - pledge of candidate filed with commit

tee, § 7-11-210 
- state conventions. Convention, nomina-

tion by, supra this group 
- State Election Commission, infra 
- state senator. General Assembly, infra 
- statewide officers nominated by conven-

tion, § 7-11-30 
- substitution upon death, withdrawal or 

disqualification of nominee, § 7-11-50 
- time for public announcement of nomina

tions, § 7-11-30 
- United States Senators. Congress, infra 
- unopposed candidates certified for gen-

eral election ballots, § 7-11-90 
- vote-buying, successful candidate to file 

affidavit as to, § 7-11-240 
- voting machines, infra 
- withdrawal of candidacy 
- - deposit, forfeiture of,§§ 7-11-30,7-21-

40 



Booths-Cont'd 
- construction and description, § 7-13-740 
-defined, § 7-1-20 
- limit on time within booth. Conduct of 

elections, infra 
- number of booths, § 7-13-740 
- one voter to enter at a time, § 7-13-740 
- primary elections, county committees to 

provide voting booths for, § 7-13-740 
- speaking to voter prohibited, § 7-13-740 
- talking, etc., in booth prohibited, § 7-13-

760 
Boundaries 
- change of ward or precinct boundaries, 

procedure upon, § 7-7-960 
Boxes 
- ballot boxes. Ballots, supra 
- conduct of elections, infra 
Breach of trust 
- conviction of breach of trust with fraudu

lent intent disqualifies voter, § 7-5-
120 

Bribery 
- affidavit by successful candidate that noth

ing given to purchase votes, § 7-11-
240 

- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
- general, special or primary elections, 

§§ 7-25-50, 7-25-60 
- penalty, § 7-25-190 
- procure votes by bribery, offering to, 

§§ 7-25-50, 7-25-W 
Broadcasting station 
-candidates' defamatory statement, liability 

for, § 7-1-80 
Buggery 
- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
Burden of proof 
- presumptions and burden of proof, infra 
Bureau of Vital Statistics 
- reports of voters' deaths furnished to Election 

Commission, § 7-3-40 
Burglary 
- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
Business conflict 
- nomination of substitutecandidate by party ex

ecutive committee upon resignation of 
candidate for substantial business Con
flict, § 7-11-50 

Business hours 
- registration boards, infra 
Calhoun County 
- congressional district. § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-130 
Campaign literature 
- unlawful to distribute, when and where, § 

7-25-180 
Campaign staff 
- absentee ballot, disqualification as authorized 

representative for, § 7-15-330 
- handicapped voter, disqualification as

authorized representative for. § 7-15-310 
Candidates 

generally, §§ 7-11-10 to 7-11-430 
- absentee ballot, disqualification as authorized 

representative for,§ 7-15-330 

Candidates-Cont'd 
- affidavit -or successful candidate as to vote

buying, § 7-11-240 
- announcement of nominations, time for public, 

§ 7-11-30 
- assessment of candidates 

generally, §§ 7-11-410 to 7-11-430 

- co~_~tr -4 ~gmmittee fixes assessments, § 

- House of Representatives, member of, § 
7-11-430 

- - state committee fixes assessments, § 7-11-410 
- - state senator. General Assembly, infra 
- ballots, supra 
- circuit solicitors, nomination by convention of. 

§ 7-11-30 
- clerk of election, diSQualification as, § 7-13-120 
- Congress, infra 
- contest, candidate served copy of, § 7-17-30 
- convention, nomination by 

announcement of nominations, time for 
public, § 7-11-30 

ballot, name of candidate· placed on, § 
7-13-350 

- - conduct of convention, § 7-11-20 
- - county officers nominated by county conven-

tion. § 7-11-30 
- - death of nominee, substitution upon, § 

7-11-50 
- - disqualification of candidate. substitution 

upon, § 7-11-50 
- - House of Representatives, member of United 

States, § 7-11-30 
- - nominations in primaries, parties not mak

ing, § 7-11-30 
- - party not nominating candidates in primaries. 

§ 7-11-30 
- - prohibition against nomination by conven~ 

tion and primaries during same election 
year, § 7-11-30 

- - state convention 
- - - circuit solicitors, § 7-11-30 
- - - congressional members, § 7-11-30 
- - - Governor, § 7-11-30 
- - - lieutenant governor, § 7-11-30 
- - - state senator, number of nominees from any 

county for, § 7~1I-60 
- - - state-wide offices, § 7-11-30 
- - - United States Senators, § 7-11-30 
- - state senator, § 7-11-30 
- - substitution when nominee dies, withdraws 

or becomes disqualified, § 7-11-50 
- - vote requir~d to use conventio!1 method, § 

7-11-30 
- - withdrawal of candidate. substitution upon, 

§ 7-11-50 



__ substitution upon withdrawal of candi
date, §7-11-50 

_ - withdrawal of candidate after name 
printed on ballot. Ballots, supra 

Canvassing 
- canvass of votes, infra 
Canvass of votes 

generally, §§ 7-17-10 to 7-17-620 
- appeals 
- - Board of State Canvassers for Municipal 

Primaries, § 7-17-580 
_ - Board of State Canvassers, infra this group 
__ primary elections, contests or protests in, §§ 

7-17-540,7-17-550 
- Board of State Canvassers 

generally, §§ 7-17-210 to 7-17-340 
- - adjournment, § 7-17-230 
- - appeals 
- - - County Board of Canvassers, appeals from. 

§§ 7-17-60, 7-17-70, 7-17-250 
. __ - General Assembly. infra 
___ State Board, appeals from dedsions of, §§ 

7-17-250'07-17-270 
- - Board of Voting Machine Commissioners. 

Board constituted ex officio. § 7-13-1610 
__ composition, State Election Commission to 

be Board, § 7-.7-210 
__ Congress, certificates of election of members 

to, § 7-.7-330 
--contests or protests. Determination of persons 

elected, infra this sub-group 
__ determination of persons elected, § 7-17-250 
___ appeals from decision of County Board of 

Canvassers, § 7-17-250 
___ certificate of determination for Secretary of 

State, § 7-17-290 
- - - contests or protests, § 7-17-250 
- - - - cases to be decided by Board, § 7-17-260 
- - - - hearing, § 7-17-270 
___ copies of determination for persons elected 

and Governor, § 7-17-310 
___ recount mandatory in certain elections, § 

7-.7-280 
- - - Secretary of State 
____ certificate of determination for Secretary, 

§ 7-.7-290 
____ Congress, certificate of election of 

member to, § 7-17-330 
__ - -copies of determinations for per

sons elected and Governor. 
§ 7-.7-310 

- - - - county officers elected. recording 
of, § 7-17-340 

__ - - newspapers, certified statements 
and determinations printed in, 
§ 7-17-320 

_ - - - results of canvass, recording of, 
§ 7-17-300 

_ - General Assembly, infra 
- - hearings, § 7-17-270 
- - meetings, §§ 7-17-220, 7-17-230 
__ municipal primaries. Board of State 

Canvassers for Municipal Primaries, 
infra this group 

Canvass of votes-Cont'd 
- Board of State Canvassers-Conl'd 
- - newspapers, Board to print statements 

;n, § 7-17-320 
- - presidential electors, infra 
- - protests or contests. Determination of 
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persons elected, supra this sub
group 

- - record of county officers elected, § 7-
17-340 

- - recount mandatory in certain elections, 
§ 7-17-280 

- - Secretary of State. Determination of 
persons elected, supra this sub
group 

- - Slate Election Commission, infra 
- - lime 
- - - filing of contest or protest with 

Board, § 7-17-260 
- - - hearing of contest or protest, § 7-17-

270 
- - votes cast, certified statement of, §§ 7-

17-240,7-17-290 
- Board of State Canvassers for Municipal 
Primaries 
__ oath, members to take, § 7-17-590 
__ protest or contest, power to decide, § 7-17-590 
- - - appeal, § 7-17-580 
- - quorum, § 7-17-590 
__ state executive committee, elected by. § 

7-17-590 
- - terms of office. § 7-17-590 
- - vacancies, § 7-17-590 
- Board of Voting Machine Commissioners. 

Board of State Canvassers constituted ex 
officio. § 7-13-1610 

- chairman of County Board of Canvassers. § 
7-17-10 

_ cities. Boards of Slate Canvassers for Municipal 
Primaries. supra this group 

- Congress 
__ canvass of votes at primary elections for 

members. § 7-17-510 
__ certificates of election of members. § 7-17-330 
_ constitutional amendments, canvass of votes 

on, § 7-17-220 
- contesls or protests 
__ Board of Slate Canvassers for Municipal 

Primaries, supra this group 
__ Board of State Canvassers, supra this group 
- - counties, infra 
__ County Board of Canvassers, infra this group 
__ primary elections, infra this group 
__ state-wide officers, infra 
- County Board of Canvassers 
_ - appeals to Board of State Canvassers, §§ 

7-17-60,7-17-70,7'17-250 
- - canvass of votes, §§ 7-17-20, 7-17-30 
- - chairman, §7-17-1O 
__ clerk of county, duplicate statements filed 

w;,h, § 7-17-90 
- - composition. § 7-17-10 



Canvass of votes-Cont'd 
- County Board of canvassers-Cont'd 
- - contests or protests, § 7-17-30 
- - - appeal to Board of State Canvassers, §§ 

7-17-60,7-17-70,7-17-250 
- - copy of contest served on candidate, § 

7-17-30 
- - - hearing, § 7-17-50 
- - - poll lists to accompany ballots in protest. 

§ 7-17-40 
- - - sheriff. copy of protest deposited with, § 

7-17-30 
- - - transmittal to Board of State Canvassers, 

§ 7-17-80 
- - duplicate statements. Board to file, § 7-17-90 
- - Election Commission, duplicate statements 

filed with. § 7-17-90 
- - House of Representatives, statement of votes 

for members of, § 7-17-100 
- - meeting of board, § 7-17-10 
- - oaths 
- - - chairman, § 7-17-10 
- - - hearings on contests, chairman to administer 

oaths at. § 7-17-50 
- - - member, § 7-17-10 
- - - secretary, § 7-17-10 
- - organization of board. § 7-17-10 
- - papers relating to election transmitted to 

Board of State Canvassers. § 7-17-80 
- - presidential electors' commissioners of elec

tion as Board. § 7-17-10 
- - protests or contests. Contests or protests, 

supra this sub-group 
- - returns. §§ 7-17-20, 7-17-80 
- - Slate Election Commission, duplicate 

statemenls filed with, § 7-17-90 
- - lime 
- - - appeal of decision on contest or protest, § 

7-17-60 
- - - hearing of contest or protest. § 7-17-50 
- - - meeting of board, § 7-17-10 
- - - when canvass to be made. § 7-17-20 
- - VOles given for each candidate, separate 

statements of, § 7-17-100 
- county committee. Primary elections. infra (his 

group 
- county officers elected. recording of. § 7-17-340 
- determination of persons elected. Board of 

State Canvassers, supra this group 
- hearings 
- - Board of State Canvassers, § 7-17-270 
- - County Board of Canvassers, § 7-17-50 
- - primary elections, contests or protests in, §§ 

7-17-530,7-17-570 
- - slate committee, § 7-17-550 
- majority vote. Primary elections, infra this 

group 
- municipal primaries. Board of State Canvas~rs 

for Municipal Primaries, supra this group 
- newspapers, Board of Stale Canvassers to print 

statements in, § 7-17·320 
- oaths 
. - Board of Slate Canvassers for Municipal 
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Canvass of votes-Cont'd 

Primaries' members to take oath, § 
7-17-590 

- - County Board of Canvassers, supra this group 
- primary elections 

generaHy, §§ 7-17-510 to 7-17-620 
- - Board of State Canvassers for Municipal 

Primaries, supra this group 
- - canvass, § 7-17-510 
- - Congress. § 7-17-510 
- - contests or protests 
- - - appeals, §§ 7-17-540, 7-17-550 
- - - counties, infra 
- - - filing, § 7-17-520 
- - - hearing, §§ 7-17-530, 7-17-570 
- - - service, § 7-17-520 
- - - sheriff. service of protests and contests by, 

§ 7-17-520 
- - - State Law-Enforcement Division, service of 

protest by deposit with, § 7-17-560 
- - county committee 
- - - canvass, § 7-17-510 
- - - executive committee, appeal from, 

§ 7-17-540 
- - - results, declaration of, § 7-17-510 
- - county officers. Counties, infra 
- - House of Representatives. General As-

sembly, infra 
" - majority vote 
. - - majority vote, what constitutes, § 7-

17-610 
- - - no candidate nominated in first pri

mary without majority vote, § 7-
17-600 

- - Illunicipal primaries. Board of State 
Canvassers for Municipal Primaries, 
supra this group 

- - nominees, unopposed candidates de
clared, § 7-17-620 

- - protests. Contests or protests, supra 
this sub-group 

- - results, declaration of, § 7-17-510 
- - .~tate commitlee 
- - - appeals, hearing of, §§ 7-17-550, 7-

17-560 
- - - canvass, § 7-17-510 
- - - doclaration of results, § 7-17-510 
- - statewide officers, infra 
- - time 
- - - appeal from decision of county exec-

utive commiltee on contest or 
protest, § 7-17-540 

- - - filing of contest or protest, §§ 7-17-
560,7-17-520 . 

- - - hearing of contest or protest, § 7-17-
570 

- - - state e.\eculive committee, meeting 
on contest or protest of. § 7-17-
550 

- - unopposed candidates declared nomi
nees, § 7-17-620 



Canvass of votes-Cont'd 
- protests or contests 
- - contests or protests, supra this group 
- - state-wide officers, infra 
- quorum of Board of State Canvassers for 

Municipal Primaries, § 7-17-590 
- recount mandatory in certain ejections, 

7-17-280 
- returns by County Board of Canvassers, 

generally, §§ 7-17-20, 7-17-80 
- Secretary of State. Board of State Can

vassers, supra this group 
- separate statements· of votes for each can

didate, § 7-17-100 
- state committee. Primary elections, supra 

this group 
- State Election Commission, duplicate 

statements filed by County Board of 
Canvassers with, § 7-17-90 

- state executive committee elects Board of 
State Canvassers for Municipal Pri
maries, § 7-17-590 

- State Law-Enforcement Division, service 
of protest by deposit with. § 7-17-560 

- terms of office of Board of State Canvass
ers for Municipal Primaries, § 7-17-
590 

- time 
- - Board of State Canvassers, supra this group 
- - County Board of Canvassers, supra this group 
- - primary elections, supra this group 
- unopposed candidates declared nominees, § 

7-17-620 
- vacancies in Board of State Canvassers for 

Municipal Primaries, § 7-17-590 
- voting machines, § 7-13-1880 
Capital 
- political party membership of public officers 

temporarily residing at capital, § 7-9-40 
Cards 
- ballots. Vote recorders, infra 
Catawba Indian~ 
- Qualified Cilii'.ens. § 7-1-70 
Central registr<ltion system 
- State Election Commission, infra 
Certificates 
- absentee ballot application, registration cer

tificat!.' number as required, § 7-15-340 
- absentee hallot. certificate of return of, § 

7-15-4)0 
- party organinHion, procedure for certification 

of, § 7-9-10 
- presidential electors, infra 
- registration l'crtificates, infra 
- State Electioil Commission, infra 
Chairmen 
_ county chairmen. Party organization. infra 
Challenging voters 
- conduct of elections, infra 
Charleston County 
- congressional district, § 7- 1 9-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts 
- - designation, §§ 7-7-140, 7-7-145 

Charleston County-Cont'd 
- voting precinc1s-Cont'd 

Mount Pleasant voting precinct in 
Christchurch parish divided into two 
precincts, § 7-7-150 

Cherokee County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-fl60 
Chester County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district. § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-170 
Chesterfield County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-180 
Circuit solicitors 
- convention, candidate nominated by, § 7-11-30 
- County Board of Canvassers, commissioners 

of election for circuit solicitors as, § 
7-17-10 

- nomination by convention, § 7-11-30 
- primary elections, canvass of votes in, § 

7-17-510 
Cities 
- Board of State Canvassers for Municipal 

Primaries. 
Canvass of votes, supra 
Citizenship 
- qualification for registration and voting, §§ 

7-5-120, 7-9-20 
Clarendon County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-190 
Clerks of court 
- affidavits of successful candidates filed with 

clerk, § 7-11-240 
- county convention officers reported to clerk, 

§ 7-9-80 
- Court of Common Pleas, clerk of 
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- - affidavits of successful candidates filed with 
clerk. § 7-11-240 

_ - general elections for clerk, date of, § 7-13-20 
- pledge of candidates filed with clerk, § 

7-11-230 
- Election Commission, report of persons con

victed of certain offenses submitted to, 
§ 7-3-60 

- general elections for clerk, date of, § 7-13-20 
- municipal elections. custody of registration 

books in. § 7-5-670 
- pledge of candidates filed with clerk, § 7-11-230 
_ political club officers reported to clerk of court, 

§ 7-9-30 
- registration books, custody of, §§ 7-5-410, 

7-5-670 
- registration or restoration of name on registra

tion books. duties of clerks in appeals 
from denial of. §§ 7-5-240, 7-5-250 



- candidates disqualified as clerks, § 7-13-
120 

- compensation. Salaries, infra 
- oalh, § 7-13-80 
- voting machines, instruction in use of, 

§ 7-13-1700 
Closing polls 
- conduct of elections, infra 
- general provisions, § 7-13-850 
Clubs 
- party organi7.ation, infra 
Colieton County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial"district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-200 
Columbia, city of 
- designation of wards, § 7-7-470 
- officers and employees, infra 
- wards, designation of, § 7-7-470 
Commissioners of election 
- appointed by Governor, § 7-13-70 
- arrangement of nominations in voting 

machines, § 7-13-440 
- ballots and ballot boxes 
- - candidates on bailots, placing names of. 

§ 7-13-320 
- - dUlies, §§ 7-13-340, 7-13-840, 7-13-

1150 
- - information, disclosure of, § 7-13-420 
- - unused ballots, duties as to, § 7-13-

1150 
- - voting machines, arrangement of nomi

nations in, § 7-13-440 
- barrier-free polling places for physically 

handicapped voters, § 7-7-990 
- booths provided, § 7-13-740 
- candidates on ballots, placing names of, 

§ 7-13-320 
- challenged votes, § 7-13-830 
- clerk, compensation of. Salaries, infra 
- compensation. Salaries, infra 
- constitutional amendments, posting at 

polling places of, § 7-13-180 
- corrupt conduct, § 7-25-170 
- County Board of Canvassers, commission-

ers of election for presidential elec
tors as, § 7-17-10 

- duties as to ballots and ballot boxes, §§ 7-
13-340,7-13-840,7-13-1150 

- expenses. Costs or expenses, infra 
- Governor, infra 
~ impersonating voter. posting provisions 

in precinct prohibiting, § 7-25-140 
- information. disclosure of. § 7-13-420 
- injury to voting machines, duty to protect 

againS!, § 7-13-1860 
- legislative delegation, commissioners ap

pointed on recommendation of, § 7-
13-70 
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Commissioners of election-Cont'd 
- managers appointed by commissioners. § 

7-13-70 
- notice of election. payment of publication of, 

§ 7-23-20 
- number, § 7-13-70 
- oath of office, § 7-13-70 
- organization as board, § 7-13-80 
- penalty for willful neglect of duty, § 7-25-170 
- presidential electors' commissioners of election 

as County Board of Canvassers, § 7-17-10 
- registration books. Qualifications and registra

tion of eJector.~. infra 
- removal, § 7-13-70 
- returns reported to State Election Commission, 

§ 7-13-1160 
- Secretary of State to furnish constitutional 

amendments to commissioners, § 
7-13-180 

- special elections, appointment of commissioners 
for. § 7-13-70 

- term of office, § 7-13-70 
- unused bailots, duties as to, § 7-13-1150 
- voting machines 
- - arrangement of nominations. § 7-13-440 
- - injury, duty to protect against, § 7-13-1860 
- - responsibility to have machine in place and 

in good order, § 7-13-1760 
- willful neglect or corrupt conduct, § 7-25-170 
Commissions 
- as to particular boards, commissions and com

mittees. see specific lines 
Committees 

as to particular boards, commissions and com-
mittees. see specific lines 

Compensation 
- salaries, infra 
Comptroller General 
- expenses, payment of, § 7-23-30 
- presidential electors' compensation and ex-

penses paid upon warrant of comptroller. 
§ 7-19-110 

Conduct of elections 
generally. §§ 7-13-10 to 7-13-2130 

- absentee voting. Absentee registration and 
voting. ~urra 

- accounting for ballots, etc., after elections, § 
7-13-1 .,() 

- allowed for \'oting, time. Limitations on time 
in booth, infra this group 

- assistance to voters, supra 
- booths. Sec more specific lines in this group 
- boxes. Can\'a.,~ing and counting of ballots, 
in . fra Ihi., group 
- bribery, supra 
- canvassing and ({lullIing of ballots 
- - accounting for ballots. CIC., after elections, 

§ 7-13-1150 
- - boxes 
- ~ - too m<!.ny ballots found in box, § 7-13-1140 



Conduct of e1ections-Cont'd 
~ canvassing and counting of ballots-Cont'd 
~ ~ boxes-Cont'd 
~ ~ ~ wrong box, ballots in, § 7~13~1130 
~ ~ canvass of votes, supra 
- ~ counting ballots, § 7~13-1110 
- - - additional personnel, § 7 -13~ 111 0 
- - ~ improperly marked ballots, § 7-13-1120 
- - - oath by personnel, § 7-13-1110 
- ~ ~ results, declaration of, § 7-13~IIIO 
- - - vote recorders, infra 
~ ~ ~ wrong box, effect of ballots found in. § 

7-13-1130 
~ - folding ballots. § 7~13-1130 
~ ~ lost ballots accounted for by certificate from 

chairman of managers, 7-13~1150 
~ ~ marked ballots not counted, improperly.§§ 

7-13-1120, 7-13-1130 
~ ~ new election ordered by Governor in case of 

tie vote, § 7-13-1170 
~ - results reported to State Election Commission, 

§ 7-13-1160 
- ~ tie vote, new election ordered by Governor 

in case of, § 7~13~1I70 
~ - unused ballots, duties of commissioners of 

election as to. § 7-13~1150 
- - vote recorders, infra 
- - voting machines, § 7-13-1880 
~ canvass of votes, supra 
~ challenging voters, § 7-13~81O 
- - procedure. § 7~13-830 
~ ~ voting by person not named on precinct list, 

§ 7-13-820 
~ closing polls, § 7~13-850 
- - voters waiting may vote, § 7~13-850 
~ counting ballots 
~ ~ canvassing and counting of ballots, supra this 

group 
~ - vote recorders, infra 
- county officers, date of general elections for, 

§ 7-13-10 
- curbside voting § 7-13~771 
- date of elections 
~ ~ general elections, infra 
~ ~ primary election, § 7~13-40 
- defaced ballot, substitute for, § 7-13~790 
- delivery of ballot to voter, § 7-13-730 
~ deposit of folded ballot in box, § 7-13-

730 
- false swearing, § 7~25~150 
_ federal officers, date of general elections 

for, § 7-13-10 
- folding ballots, § 7-13-1130 
~ fraudulent voting, § 7-25-20 
- general elections, conduct of, § 7-13~1O 
_ general election. notices of, § 7~13~35 
~ guardrail. § 7-13-130 
__ unauthorized person not allowed within 

guardrail. § 7-13-770 
- ~ voting machine, § 7~13-1820 
- hours polls open, § 7~ 13~60 
_ husband and wife. Spouses, infra this 

group 
~ identification of voter, § 7-13~71O 

- illegal conduct at elections, generally, § 7-
25-190 

~ illegal voting, prevention of. § 7~13~81O 
- impersonation of voter, infra 
~ improper assistance, § 7~25~IOO 
- intimidating voters, § 7-25-80 
~ limitation on time in booth, § 7-13~760 
- - prevention of taking too much time, 

§§ 7-13-810,7-25-100 
- - voting machines, § 7-13-1820 
- lisl. Poll lists, infra this group 
- lost ballots accounted for by certificate 

from chairman of managers, § 7-13-
1150 

- marked ballots not counted, improperlY, 
§§ 7-13-1120, 7-13-1130 

- marred ballot, substitute for, § 7-13-790 
~ more than once at elections. voting, § 7-

25-110 
- notices of general and special elections. 

§ 7-13-35 
- national guard members. voting when on 

duly, § 7-13-1030 
~ oath 
- - personnel counting ballots, § 7-13-1110 
~ ~ voters, §§ 7-13-720. 7-13~1010 
- one voter to enter booth at a time, § 7-

13-740 
~ perjury, § 7-25~150 
- place of general elections, § 7-13~1O 
- poll list 
- - contents, § 7-13-710 
- - delivery to commissioners of election 

after canvass of votes, § 7-13~1150 
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- - more ballots in box than names on poll 
list. procedure. § 7-13~1140 

~ - signed by voters, § 7-13-710 
- - State Election Commission to furnish 

list to election officials, § 7~13-71O 
- precinct list, voting by person oot listed 

on. § 7-13~820 
~ primary elections, date of, § 7-13-40 
- probate judge, date of general election of, 

§ 7-13-30 
- procedure for voting. § 7-13-730 
- results reported to State Election Com-

mission, § 7~13~1160 
- right to vote, proof of, § 7~13~71O 
- run-off elections in primary elections, § 7-

13-50 
- secrecy of ballot preserved. Ballols, supra 
- :.ignaturcs of voter, comparison of. § 7-

lJ-71O 
- signing poll list. § 7~13-71O 
- speaking 10 voter prohibited. § 7~13-740 
~ special elections, conduct of, § 7-13-10 
- spouses 

- assisling other in voting permitted, § 7-
13-770 

- ~ voting together permitted, § 7~13~750 
~ State Election Commisioo 
- - poll list furnished to election officials. 

§7-lJ-71D 



Conduct of elections-Cont'd 

- - results reponed to Commission, § 7-13-
1160 

- .~tate officers, date of general elections of, 
§ 7-13-10 

- swearing falsely, § 7-25-150 
- talking, etc. in booth prohibited, § 7-13-760 
- threatening voters, §§ 7-25-70, 7-25-80 
- tie vote, new election ordered by Governor in 

case of, § 7-13-1170 
- time allowed for voting. Limitation on lime 

. in booth, supra this group 
- time polls open, § 7-13-60 
- unused bailots, duties of commissioners of elec-

tion as to, § 7-13-1150 
- voters 
- - challenging voters, supra this group 
- - oath, §§ 7-13-720, 7-13-1010 
- - threats or intimidation against or abuse of 

voters, §§ 7-25-70, 7-25-80 
- voting booths. Limitation on time in booth 

supra this group , 
- vOling machines, voting with, § 7-13-1820 
. waiting voters may vote, § 7-13-850 
- watchers, § 7-13-860 
- - challenging voters, § 7-13-810 
- - vote recorders, § 7-13-1420 
- wi~e a.nd husband. Spouses, supra this group 
- Wflle-Ins. Ballots, supra 
Conflict of interests 
- nomination of substitute candidate by party ex

ecutive committee upon resignation of 
candidate for substantial business COn
flict, § 7-11-50 

- vote recorders, acquisition of, § 7-13-1330 
Congress 
- apportionment of Representatives 
- - each district to elect one member of Congress 

until apportionment made, § 7-19-50 
- - writs of election in case state is given more 

Representatives, § 7-19-60 
- baltots for senator and members of Congress 

§ 7-13-310 ' 
- Board of State Canvassers to certify election 

of members to Congress, § 7-17-330 
- candidates 
- - House of Representatives, infra this group 
- - Senate, infra this group 
- canvass of voles, supra 
- cerrtificates of election of members, § 7-17-330 
- congressional districts. House of Represen-

tatives, infra this group 
- death of senator, § 7-19-20 
- general elections, infra 
- Governor, infra 
- House of Representatives 
- - ballots for members, § 7-13-310 
- - candidates 
- - - nomination by convention, § 7-11-30 
- - - notice of candidacy, § 7-11-210 
- - - pledge of candidate, § 7-11-210 
- - congressional districts 
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Congress-Cont'd 
- House of Representatives-Cont'd 

- - - composition, § 7-19-40 
- - - each district to elect one member of Con-

gress, 7-19-50 
- - - enumerated, § 7-19-40 
- - - number, § 7-19-40 
- - - writs of election in case state given more 

representatives, § 7-19-60 
- - County Board of Canvassers to issue state

ment of votes, § 7-17-100 
- - general elections, § 7-19-30 
- - primary elections. canvass of votes at § 

7-17-5\0 ' 
- - when representatives chosen, § 7-19-30 
- no~ination by convention, § 7-11-30 
- notice of candidacy, § 7-11-210 
- pledge of candidate. § 7-11-210 
- resignation of senator, § 7-19-20 
- run-off primary elections, § 7-13-50 
- Senate 
- - ballots for senators, § 7-13-310 
- - candidates 
- - - nomination by convention, § 7-11-30 
- - - notice of candidacy, § 7-11-210 
- - - pledge of candidates, § 7-11-210 
- - death of senator, § 7-19-20 
- - general elections, § 7-19-10 
- - primary elections, canvass of votes at § 

7-17-510 ' 
- - resignation of senator, § 7-19-20 
- - vacancies filled in office of senator, § 7-19-20 
- State. Electi<.>n Commission, names and ad-

dresses of candidate for member of 
House reported to. § 7-11-40 

- vacancies filled in office of senator, § 7-19-20 
- writs of election in case state is given 

more representatives, § 7-19-60 
Congressional districts 
- Congress, supra 
Constitutional Ballot Commission 
- creation of commission, § 7-13-2120 
- jurisdiction. of proceedings challenging 

explanations of Ballot Commission, 
§ 7-13-2130 

Constitution of South Carolina 
- amendments to Constitution 
- - ballol for constitutional amendments 

§ 7-13-310 ' 
- - - explanation of proposed amendments 

placed on ballot, § 7-13-21 IO 
- - - local and state-wide amendments, 

separate ballots for, § 7-13-410 
- - - placement of amendments on ballot. 

§ 7-13-410 
- - - state-wide and local amendments, 

separate ballots for, § 7-13-410 
- - canvass of votes, § 7-17-220 
- - certified statement of votes cast § 7-17-

240 . ' 
- - commissioners of election, Secretary of 

State to furnish amendments to, 
§ 7-13-180 



Constitution of South Carolina-Cont'd 
~ amendments to Constitution-Cont'd 
~ ~ explanation of proposed amendments 

generally, §§ 7-13-2110 to 7-13-2130 
~ ~ ~ ballot, simplified or detailed explana~ 

tion placed upon, § 7~13-2110 
- - explanation of proposed amendments 

-Cont'd 
- - - challenge to explanations, Supreme 

Court's jurisdiction over, § 7-13-
2130 

- - - Constitutional Ballot Commission 
created, § 7-13-2120 

- - - detailed explanation, § 7-13-2110 
- - - simplified explanation, § 7-13-2110 
- ~ - Supreme Court's jurisdiction over 

challenge to explanations, § 7-
13-2130 

- - general election, definition of, § 7-1-20 
- - posting of amendments at polling 

places, § 7-13-180 
- - recount mandatory in certain cases, § 7-

17-280 
- - Secretary of State to furnish amend

ments to commissioners of elec
tion, § 7-13-180 

- - state-wide and local amendments, sepa
rate ballot for, § 7-13-410 

- - voting machines 
- - - prohibit use of separate ballots, use 

of machines not to, § 7-13-450 
- - - ~se of separate ballots, § 7-13-1730 
- ballot 
- - amendments to Constitution, supra this 

group 
- - Constitutional Ballot Commission, su

pra 
Amendments to Constitution, supra· 
this group 

- general election, definition of, § 7-1-20 
- local and state-wide amendments, sepa-

rate ballot for. § 7-13-410 
- recount in elections on constitutional 

amendments, § 7-17-280 
- Secretary of State to furnish constitutional 

amendments to commissioners of 
election. § 7-13-180 

- state-wide and local amendments. sepa
rate ballot for, § 7-13-410 

-- Supreme Court's-jurisdiction over chal
lenge to explanation of proposed 
amendments, § 7-13-2130 

-" votes cas("cer"tified "sTatement of, § 7-17-
240 

- voting machines. Amendments to Consti
tution, supra this group 

Construction 
.- absentee registration and voting. liberal 

construction of applicable provisions, 
§ 7-15-20 

Contests or protests 
- canvass of votes, supra 
- counties. infra 
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- General Assembly. infra 
- governor, contesting election of, § 7-1-50 
- preserving record books and registration 

forms until period for contesting 
elections has expired, § 7-15-170 

- statewide officers, infra 
Conventions 
- candidates, supra 
- certified candidates nominated by party 

convention, § 7-13-350 
- chairman of county conventions, § 7-9-80 
- clerk of court. county convention officers 

reported to, § 7-9-80 
- club officers reported to clerk of court 

prior to county convention, § 7-9-30 
- conduct of conventions, generally. § 7-11-

20 
- county committee chairman elected by 

convention, § 7-9-60 
- county conventions 
- - chairman, § 7-9-80 
- - clerk of court. county convention 

officers reported to, § 7-9-80 
- - conduct of business. § 7-9-80 
- - county committee chairman elected by 

convention, § 7-9-60 
- - county officers, nominations of candi

dates for, § 7-11-30 
- - delegates. election of. § 7-9-70 
- - - poll list of primary as prima facie list 

for purpose of election, § 7-9-40 
- - - state convention, election of dele-

gales to, §§ 7-9-80, 7-9-100 
- - minute books. § 7-9-80 
- - notice, § 7-9-70 
- - officers, § 7-9-80 
- - organization, § 7-9-80 
- - party club officers reported to clerk of court 

prior to convention, § 7-9-30 
- - primary election, date of, § 7-13-40 
- - secretary, § 7-9-80 
- - Secretary of Stale, officers reported to. § 

7-9-80 
- - time, § 7-9-70 
- county officers, nomination of candidates for, 

§ 7-11-30 
- delegates, election of. 

County conventions, supra this group 
- minute books of county conventions, § 7-9-80 
- nomination of candidate by convention_ Can-

didates, supra 
- notice. § 7-9-70 
- officers 
- - county conventions. § 7-9-80 
- - Secretary of Siate, a-fficers reported to, §§ 

7-9-80, 7-9-100 
- - state conventions, § 7-9-100 
- organization 
- - county conventions, § 7-9-80 
- - state convention, § 7-9-100 
- party club officers reported to clerk of court 

prior to county convention, § 7-9-30 



Conventions-Cont'd 
• party membership, additions to qualifications 

for, § 7-9-20 
· primary election, date of. § 7-13-40 
- secretary of county convention, § 7-9-80 
- Secretary of State 
- - county convention officers reported to 

Secretary, § 7-9-80 
- - state convention officers reported to Secretary. 

§ 7-9-100 
- special sessions of state convention called by 

state chairman, § 7-9-100 
- state convention 
- - candidates nominated by convention. Can-

didates, supra 
- - delegates, election of, §§ 7-9-80, 7-9-100 
- - meeting, time and place of, § 7-9-100 
- - nomination by convention. Candidates, supra 
- - officers, § 7-9-100 
- - organization, § 7-9-100 
- - primary election, date of, § 7-13-40 
- - Qualifications for party membership, additions 

to, § 7-9-20 
• - special sessions called by state chairman, § 

7-9-100 . 
- - time, § 7-9-100 
- - vacancies, § 7-9-100 
- time 
- - conventions of parties not conducting primary 

elections, § 7-11-30 
- - county convention, § 7-9-70 
- - state convention, § 7-9-100 
Conviction 
- crimes and offenses, infra 
Coroners 
- when general election held, § 7-13-20 
Corrupt conduct 
- commissioners of election, § 7-25-170 
- managers of election, § 7-25-160 
- registration boards, § 7-25-170 
Costs or expenses 

generally, §§ 7-23-IO.to 7-23-40 
- absentee registration and voting, § 7-15-395 
- candidates, supra 
- commissioners of election, § 7-23-10 
- - method of payment, § 7-23-30 
- - payable by counties, § 7-23-40 
- Comptroller General, payment by, § 7-23-30 
- counties, payable by, § 7-23-40 
- general elections, expenses of officers of, § 

7-23-10 
- - method of payment. § 7-23-30 
- managers of election, § 7-23-10 
- - method of payment. § 7-23-30 
- - payable by counties. § 7-23-40 
- method of payment of expenses of election, § 

7-23-30 
- notices of election. § 7-23-20 
- officers of general elections. General elections, 

supra- this group, 
- payment 
- - counties, payable by, § 7-23-40 
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Costs or expenses-Cont' d 
- - method of payment, § 7-23-30 
- - treasurer, infra 
- presidential electors, § 7-19-110 
- registration board, supplements to counties to 

help defray expenses of, § 7-5-40 
Counties 
see also names of particular counties 
- absentee voting precincts established in each 

county, § 7-15-410 
- ballot for county officers, § 7-13-310 
- congressional districts, § 7-19-40 
- contests of primary elections. Officers of coun-

ty, infra this group 
- convention nomination for county officers, § 

7-11-30 
- County Board of Canvassers. Canvass of 

Votes, supra 
- county officers. Officers of county, infra this 

group 
- expenses payable by counties, § 7-23-40 
- general elections for certain county officers, § 

7-13-20 
- nomination of county officers 
- - convention, § 7-11-30 
- - primary elections, infra this group 
- officers of county 
- - ballot, § 7-13-310 
- - contests. Primary elections, infra this 

sub-group 
- - convention, nominated by, § 7-11-30 
- - primary elections 
- - - canvass of votes, § 7-17-510 
- - - protests and contests, §§ 7-17-520, 7-17-560 
- - - - state executive committee, § 7-17-560 
- - record of elected officers, § 7-17-340 
- primary elections. Officers of county, supra this 

group 
- record of county officers elected, § 7-17-340 
- senatorial districts, § 7-21-30 
- sheriffs, date of general election for, § 7-13-20 
- superintendents of education. date of general 

election for, § 7-13-20 
- supervisors, date of general election for, § 

7-13-20 
- vote recorders, infra 
- voting machines, acquisition and use of, § 

7-13-1660 
Counting ballots 
- conduct of elections, supra 
County Board of Canvassers 
- canvass of votes, supra 
County chairman 
- party organization, infra 
County committees 
- candidates, supra 
- canvass of votes, supra 
- party organization, infra 
County conventions 
: conventions, supra 



County Election Commission-Cont'd 
_ County Election Commission 

- absentee registration and voting, supra 
- candidates, nomination by petition of, § 

7-11-70 
- counting stations, establishment of, § 7-13-1430 
- forms as to vote recorders distributed to 

Commission, § 7-13-1490 
- vote recorders 
- - Commission to provide vote recorders § 

7-13-1320 ' 
- - counting stations, establishment of § 

7-13-1430 ' 
- - regulations, instructions and forms distributed 

to Commission, § 7-13-1490 
County officers 
- coumies, supra 
County registration board 
- absentee registration and voting 
- - ballots and envelopes, duty to furnish 

absentee, § 7-15-370 
- - noting absentee voters on registration lists, 

§ 7-15-430 
- - qualification of members for absentee ballot 

if working on election day, § 7-15-320 
- voting by person whose name is not on registra

tion book, procedures for, § 7-13-820 
County seal 
- polictical party membership of officers tem

porarily residing at county seat, § 7-9-40 
- registration and voting of officers temporarily 

at county seats, § 7-7-980 
Courthouse 
- books of registration kept open at courthouse, 

§ 7-5-130 
Court of Common Pleas 
- clerk of court, supra 
- courts, infra 
Courts 
- appeals 
- - Court of Common Pleas. infra this group 
- - Supreme Court, infra this group 
- courthouse, registration books kept open at, 

§ 7-5-130 
- Court of Common Pleas 
- - appeals 
- - - defaced or lost certificates. denial of reis-

suance of, § 7-5-260 
- - - denial of registration or restoration of name 

on registration books, §§ 7-5-230. 7-5-240 
- - clerks of court, supra 
- District Court, certificates of presidential elec-

tors delivered to, § 7-19-100 
- jurisdiction of Supreme Court over challenge 

to explanation of proposed amendment, 
§ 7-13-2130 

-probate judge. date of general election of, 
§ 7-13-30 

-registration books kept open at courthouse 
§ 7-5-130 

-Supreme Court 
--appeals 
---Board of State Canvassers. dec~s~ons of, 
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§§ 7-17-250, 7-17-270 
---defaced or losl certificates. denial of reissuance 

0[, § 7-5-260 
-denial of registration or reslOration of name on 

registration books, § 7-5-250 
---jurisdiction over challenge to explanation of 

constitutional amendments. § 7-13-2130 
Crime against nature 
-conviction disqualifies voter. § 7-5-120 
Crimes and offenses 

generally, §§ 7-25-10 to 7-25-180 
- abusing voters in polling precinct, § 7-25-

80 
-alcoholic beverages not to be sold or given away 

withing one mile of voting precinct, § 7-25-90 
-ballots, supra 
-bribery, supra 
-buggery conviction as disqualifying voter, 

§ 7-5-120 
-campaign literature and posters not to be 

distributed, etc., near polls on election day, 
§ 7-25-180 

-clerks of court to report persons convicted of 
certain offenses, § 7-3-60 

-commissioners of election, wilful neglect or 
corrupt conduct of, § 7-25-170 

-conviction of certain crimes disqualifies from 
registering or voting, § 7-5-120 

--pardon by Governor removes disqualification, 
§ 7-5-120 

-corrupt conduct, supra 
-crime against nature conviction as 

disqualifying voter. § 7-5-120 
-disqualification of voters, § 7-5-120 
-duress, infra 
-false swearing. Perjury, infra 
-fraudulent registration or voting. § 7-25-20 
-illegal conduct at elections, generally. § 7-25-190 
-impersonating voter. Impersonation of voter 
infra • 
-improper assistance of voter, § 7-25-100 
-intimidating voters, in polling precinct. §§ 

7-25-70,7-25-80 
-magistrates to report persons convicted of 

certain offenses, § 7-3-60 
-multiple voting, §§ 7-3-1040, 7-25-110 
-neglect of duty. Wilful neglect of duty. infra 
-officers, wilful neglect or currupt conduct 

0[, § 7-25-170 
-pardon by Governor removes disqualification, 

§ 7-5-120 
-polls. offenses near. See lines throughout 

this group 
-presidential electors. violation of provisions 

as to 
declarations. voting, etc .• by. § 7-19-80 

prevention of illegal voting. § 7-13-810 
-registration certificates, receipt or use of illegal, 

§ 7-25-40 
-report person convicted of certain offenses 

clerks and magistrate to, § 7-3-60 • 
-swearing falsely. Perjury, infra 
-threats. infra 
-voters 



Crimes and offenses-Cont'd 
- voting-Cont'd 

see particular lines throughout this group 
--impersonation of voter, infra 
-voting 
-fraudulent voting, § 7-25-20 

- - improper assistance, § 7-25-100 
- - multiple voting, §§ 7-13-1040, 7-25-1 to 
- voting machines, infra 
- willful neglect of duty, infra 
Curbside voting § 7-13-771 
Custody 
- voting machines, infra 
Darlington County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-210 
Date 
- time or date, infra 
Death 
- absentee registration and voting, electors with 

death in family, § 7-15-320 
- candidates, supra 
- United States senator, § 7-19-20 
- voters, reports furnished by Bureau of Vital 

Deceit 

Statistics to Election Commission as to 
death of, § 7-3-40 

- fraud or deceit, infra 
Deception 
- illegal conduct at elections, generally, § 

7-25-190 
Defamation 
- broadcasting station's liability for candidates 

defamatory .statement, § 7-1-80 
Definitions 

generally, § 7-1-20 
- absentee registration and voting, § 7-15-310 
- Armed Forces of the United States, § 7-15-310 
- authorized representative, § 7-15-310 
- booth, § 7-1-20 
- club district, § 7-1-20 
- county chairman, § 7-1-20 
- county committee, § 7-1-20 
- elections, § 7-1-20 
- electoral board, § 7-1-20 
- general election, § 7-1-20 
- immediate family, § 7-15-310 
- inhabitants, § 7-1-20 
- legal holiday, § 7-1-20 
- legitimate nonpolitical reason, § 7-11-50 
- Merchant Marine of the United States, § 

7-15-310 
- municipalities, § 7-13-340 
- persons in employment, § 7-15-310 
- physically disabled persons, § 7-15-310 
- political parties, § 7-1-20 
- polling precinct, § 7-1-20 
- primary, § 7-1-20 
- special election, § 7-1-20 
- state chairman, § 7-1-20 
- state committee, § 7-1-20 
- students, § 7-15-310 
- voting machine booth, § 7-1-20 
- voting place, § 7-1-20 
- voting precincts, § 7-1-20 
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Delegates 
- county conventions. Conventions, supra 
- state convention, election of delegates to, §§ 

7-9-80, 7-9-100 
Dependents 
- absentee ballot, dependents of persons qualified 

to vote by, § 7-15-320 
- registration by absentee method, qualification 

for, § 7-15-110 
Deposit 
- General Assembly, infra 
Designation and nomination of candidates 
- candidates, supra 
Determination of persons elected 
- canvass of votes, supra 
Dillon County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-220 
Disqualification of candidate 
- ballots. supra 
- candidates, supra 
- substitution upon disqualification of nominee, 

§ 7-11-50 
Disqualification of voter 

generally, § 7-5-120 
District Court 
- presidential electors' certificates delivered to 

district court, § 7-19-100 
Districts 
- clubs. Party organizations, infra 
- congressional districts. Congress, supra 
- multiple offices, § 7-1-60 
- senatorial districts. General Assembly, infra 
Dorchester County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-230 
Duplicate certificates 
- registration certificates, infra 
Duress 
- illegal conduct at elections. generally, §§ 

7-25-80,7-25-190 
- penalty, § 7-25-190 
Edgefield County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
-senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
-voting precincts, § 7-7-240 
Education 
-qualifications for registration and voting, 

§ 7-5-120 
Electoral board 
-defined, § 7-1-20 
Electoral College 
-presidential electors, infra 
Electors 
-presidential electors, infra 
-voters, infra 
Employees 
-governmental employees. Absentee registration 

and voting. supra 
-officers and employees, infra 
-persons in employment. Absentee registration 
and voting, supra 



Estill precinct 
·registration books, preparation of, § 7·7·310 
Evidence 
·presumptions and burden of proof, infra 
Executive director 
·Slale Election Commission, infra 
Expenses 
-candidates, supra 
-cost's or expenses, supra 
Explanation of proposed amendment 
-Constitution of South Carolina, supra 
Failure to assist officer 
-penalty, § 7-\3-\50 
Fairfield County 
-congressional district, § 7-19-40 
-senatorial district, § 7-21·30 
-voting precincts, § 7-7-250 
False pretenses, obtaining money or goods 

under 
-conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
Federal aid 
-receipt of aid not to disfranchise citizen, 

§ 7-\-30 
Federal department members serving overseas 
-absentee registration and voting, supra 
Federal elections 

generally, §§ 7-\9-10 to 7-\9-\20 
·Congress, supra 
-date of general elections for federal officers, 

§ 7-13-10 
-pre~idcntial electors, infra 
Fees 
-vote recorders, fee for examination by State 

Election Commission of, § 7-13-1330 
Florence County 
-congressional district, § 7-19-40 
-senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
-voting precincts, § 7-7-260,7·7-265 
Forgery 
-conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
Forms 
-absentee registration and voting, supra 
-ballots, supra 
-certificates of registration, § 7-5-200 
-petition, form of nominating, § 7-11-80 
-qualifications and registration of electors, 

infra 
-vote recorders, § 7-13-1490 
Fornication 
-conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
Fraud or deceit . 
-breach of trust with fraudulent intent, 

conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
-fraudulent registration or voting, § 7-25-20 
-illegal conduct at elections, generally, § 7-25-190 
-managers of election, § 7-25-160 
-obtaining goods or money under false pretenses, 

conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
Funeral 
-absentee registration and voting, electors 

with funeral in family, § 7-15-320 
General Assembly 
-advice and consent of Senate, appointments to 
registration boards on, § 7-5-10 

224 

General Assembly-Cont'd 
-application of Title VII to office of member 

of General Assembly, § 7-21-50 
-assessment. Senate, infra this group 
-ballots 
--House of Representatives, infra this group 

- Senate. infra this group 
-Huard of State Canvassers 
--House of Representatives, decisions appealed 

10. § 7-17-260 
--Scnate, decisions appealed to, § 7-17-250 
-candidate 
--House of Representatives, infra this group 
--Senate, infra this group 
-(.:ullle~l~ or protests 
--Governor, determination of contest of 

election of, § 7-1-50 
--House of Representatives, decisions appealed 
10. § 7-17-260 
- primary elections for members of House of 

Rl'presentatives, § 7-17-520 
'":-'l'nalc. decisions appealed to, § 7-17-250 
-(kpo~it. Senate, infra this group 
-districts. Senate. infra this group 
-filing of statements by candidates, order of, § 
7-21-40 
-Governor, determination of contest of election 

01. § 7-1-50 
-Hou~e of Representatives 
--application of title 7 to office of member 

of House, § 7-21-50 
--ballots. § 7-13-310 
---commissioners of election prepare ballots. 

§ 7-13-340 
---placing name of candidate in ballot, § 

7-IJ-120 
--Board of Stale Canvassers' decisions 

appealed to House, § 7-17-260 
--candidate 
- - - assessment of candidate, § 7-11-430 
- - - name and address reported to State Elec-

tion Commission, § 7-11-40 
- - - nomination of candidate, § 7-11-30 
- - contest or protest decisions appealed to 

House. § 7-\7-260 
- - primary elections 
- - - canvass of votes, § 7-17-510 
- legislative delegation, commissioners of elec-

tion appointed on recommendation of, § 
7-\3-70 

- no person to seek more than one office of state 
senator in any year, § 7-21-10 

presidential electors,' certificate of result 
delivered to President of Senate, § 
7-19-100 

- primary elections 
- - House of Representatives, supra this group 
- - Senate, infra this group 
- protests. Contests or protests, supra this group 
- registration boards on advice and consent of 

Senate, appointments to, § 7-5-10 
- Senate 
- - advice and consent of Senate, appointments 



General Assembly-Cont'd 
to registration boards on, § 7-5-10 

- - application of Tille 7 to office of state senator. 
§ 7-21-50 

- - assessment. Candidate, infra this sub-group 
- - ballots, § 7-13-310 
- - - commissioners of election prepare baUots, 

§ 7-\3-340 
- - - placing name of candidate for state senator 

on ballo., § 7-13-320 
- - Board of State Canvassers' decisions 
appealed to Senate, § 7-17-250 
- - candidate 
- - - assessment of candidate, § 7-11-410 
- - - - multi-county districts, § 7-11-420 
- - - deposit 
- - - - forfeiture upon withdrawal of candidacy, 

§§ 7-11-30, 7-21-40 
- - - - made with county chairman, § 7-11-30 
- - - - State Election Commission, § 7-21-40 
- - - list of candidates, certification of, § 

7-21-40 
- - - nomination, § 7-11-30 
- - - notice of candidacy. §§ 7-11-220, 7-11-230 
- - - number of nominees for state senator from 

any county, § 7-11-60 
- - - pledge of candidate, §§ 7-11-220. 7-11-230 
- - - primary elections. infra this sub group 
- - - State Election Commission, statement of 

candidate filed with, § 7-21-40 
---withdrawal of candidacy, § 7-21-40 
--contest or protest decisions appealed to 

Senate, § 7-17-250 
--deposit. Candidate, supra this subgroup 
--districts 
---district seats. assignment of numbers for, 

§ 7-21-30 
---district-wide elections, § 7-21-20 
---multicounty districts, statement to be filed 

by candidates for, § 7-21-40 
--filing of statements by candidates. order of, 

§ 7-21-40 
--no person to seek more than one office of state 

senator in any year. § 7-21-10 
--presidential electors. certificate of result 

delivered to President of Senate. § 7-19-100 
--primary election for state senator 
---da •• , § 7-13-40 
---nomination by primary election, § 7-13-40 
---notice of candidacy, §§ 7-11-220. 7-11-230 
---number of nominees for state senator from 
any county, § 7-11-60 
---pledge of candida •• , §§ 7-11-220, 7-\1-230 
---registration board appointments on advice 

and consent of Senate, § 7-5-10 
--senatorial districts. Districts, supra this 

subgroup 
--special provisions for election of senators. §§ 

7-21-10 to 7-21-50 
-senatorial districts. Senate, supra this group 
-special provisions for election of senators, 

§§ 7-21-10 (0 7-21-50 
-voting precincts, alteration of, § 7-7-710 
-voting precincts designated, fixed, and 
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-Senate-Cont'd 

established. § 7-7-10 
General Elections 
-absentee registration and voting 
-- persons qualified to vote by absentee ballot. 

§ 7-15-320 
--State Election Commission, duties of, § 7-15-10 
--validity of registration, § 7-15-160 
-absentee voting precincts, application of 

article to, § 7-15-450 
-abusing voters. § 7-25-80 
-affidavits of successful candidates. § 7-11-240 
-appointment of managers of election. § 7-13-70 
-ballots, supra 
-bribery, §§ 7-25-50, 7-25-60 
-candidates 
--affidavits of successful candidates, 

§ 7-11-240 
--nomination, methods of, § 7-11-10 
--pledge of candidates, § 7-11-230 
--unopposed candidates certified for general 

election ballots. §7-11-90 
-clerk of court, date of elections for, § 7-13-20 
-conduct of general elections, generally, § 7-13-10 
-Congress 
--House of Representatives, § 7-19-30 
-Senate, § 7-19-10 
-coroners, when general election held for, § 
7-13-20 
-corrupt conduct or willful neglect of managers 

of election, § 7-25-160 
-county officers, date of elections for, § 7-13-20 
-da •• , § 7-13-10 
--county officers, § 7-13-20 
--probate judge, § 7-13-30 
-defined, § 7-1-20 
-electoral board, definition of, § 7-1-20 
-expenses of officers of election. Costs or 

expenses. supra 
-false swearing, § 7-25-150 
- hours polls open, § 7-13-60 
- House of Representatives, § 7-19-30 
- how conducted. § 7-13-10 
- illegal conduct, generally, § 7-25-190 
- impersonating voter, posting of provision in 

precinct prohibiting, § 7-25-140 
- intimidating voters. § 7-25-80 
- managers of election 
- - appointment. § 7-13-70 
- - willful neglect or corrupt conduct, § 7-25-160 
- manner of conducting general elections, § 

7-13-10 
- multiple offices, § 7-1-60 
- nomination, methods of. § 7-11-10 
- notices, publication of, § 7-13-35 
- offenses against election laws. Crimes and of-

fenses, supra 
- offering to procure votes by bribery. § 7-25-60 
- officers of election, expenses of. Costs and ex-

penses, supra 
- p.rjury, § 7-25-150 
- place of elections, § 7-13-10 
- pledge of candidates, § 7-11-230 



General elections-Cont'd 
• probate judge, dale of general election of, § 

7-13-30 
• recount mandalOry in certain cases, § 7·17.280 
· registration book furnished to commissioners, 

§ 7-5-430 
· Senate, § 7·19-10 
• sheriff, date of general election for, § 7.13.20 

State Election Commission, dUlies as to 
absentee registration and voting of, § 
7-15-10 

• state officers, date of general elections of, § 
7-13-10 

· superintendents of education, date of general 
election for, § 7·13·20 

• supervisors, date of general elections for, § 
7-13-20 

• swearing falsely, § 7-25·150 
· threatening voters, §§ 7·25·70, 7·25-80 
• time polls open, § 7·13-60 
• unopposed candidates cenified for general elec· 

tion ballots, § 7·11-90 
· validity of absentee registration. § 7·15.160 
· vote recorders displayed before elections 

§7-13-1450 ' 
· voters, abusing, intimidating, or threatening, 

§ 7-25-80 
· voting booths provided by commissioners of 

('Iection. § 7·13·740 
· voting mal.;hines, use in general elections of, 

§ 7-13-1660 
· voting precincts, establishment of. § 7·7.10 
· watchers. § 7·13-860 
· when held for federal, state and county officers, 

§ 7-13-10 
· willful neglect or corrupt conduct of managers 

of election, § 7-25·160 
· write·in names authorized, § 7·13-1120 
Georgetown County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
• senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-270 
Governmental employees 
· absentee registration and voting, supra 
Governor 
· appointment 
· - commissioners of election. § 7-13-70 
- . registration board, § 7-5-10 
- . State Election Commission, § 7-3-10 
- candidate for Governor, nomination by 

convention of. § 7-11-30 
- canvass of votes transmitted to persons elected 

and Governor, § 7-17-310 
· commissioners of election 
· . appointed by Governor, § 7-13-70 
- - County Board of Canvassers, commissioners 

of election for Governor as, § 7-17-10 
- Congress 
•• representatives, writs of election in case state 

given more, § 7-19-60 
- - senator, filling vacancies in office of, § 

7-19-20 
- contest of election of Governor. § 7-1-50 
- convention nomination of candidate for Gover-

nOr, § 7-11-30 226 

· County Board of Canvassers, commissioners 
of election for Governor, § 7-17-10 

- Lieutenant Governor. infra 
· new elections, when Governor to order. § 

7-13-1170 
· nomination by convention of candidate for 

Governor. § 7-11-30 
- pardon by Governor removes disqualification 

from registering or voting, § 7-5-120 
· presidential electors, infra 
· registration board 
· - appointment and removal, § 7-5-10 
- . vacancies, authority to fill, § 7-5-30 
- removal of members of registration board, § 

7-5-10 . 

- representative!! to Congress. writs of eJection 
in case state given more, § 7-19-60 

- Senator, interim appointment of United States 
§ 7-19-20 ' 

- State Election Commission appointed by 
Governor, § 7-3-10 

· vacancies 
· - registration board, § 7-5-30 
· - Senator of United States, § 7·19-20 
Greenville County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
· senatorial district, § 7-21·30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-280 
Greenwood County . 
- congrc!!sional district. § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
· voting precincts, § 7·7·290 
Guardrail 
- conduct of elections, supra 
HamplOn County 
-congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- Estill precinct, registration books prepared for, 

§ 7-7-310 
- senatorial district. § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, §§ 7-7-300, 7-7-310 
Handicapped persons 
- absentee registration and voting, supra 
- barrier-free polling places for, § 7-7-990 
- registration, assistance in, § 7-5-210 
Hearings 
- canvass of VOtes, supra 
Holidays 
- legal holiday, definition of, § 7-1-20 
Homicide 
- voting, crimes which disqualify for, § 7-5-120 
Horry County 
· congressional district, § 7-19-40 
· 'ienatorial district, § 7-21-30 
· voting precincts. § 7-7-320 
I lours polls open 

general provisions, § 7-13-60 
Iiousebreaking 
- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7·5-120 
House of Representatives 
- Congress, supra 
- General Assembly, supra 
Husband and wife 
- conduct of elections, supra 
Identification 



- voter, identification of, §§ 7-13-710, 7-13-820 
Idiots 
- disqualification to register and vote, § 7-5-120 
Immediate family 
- defined, § 7-15-310 
Impersonation of voter 
- arrests, § 7-25-130 
- penalty, § 7-25-120 
- posting copies of sections, § 7-25-140 
Improper assistance 
- voter, improper assistance 10, § 7-25-100 
Incesl 
- conviclion disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
Indians 
- Catawba Indians as qualified citizens, § 7-1-70 
Infants or minors 
- age. Qualifications and registration of electors, 

infra 
Inhabitants 
- defined, § 7-1-20 
Injunctions 
- pledge of candidates, injunction against viola-

tion of, § 7-) 1-210 
Inspection 
- voting machines, § 7-13-1800 
Instructions on use of voting machines 
- voting machines, infra 
Intimidation 
- illegal conduct at elections, generally, § 

7-25-190 
- voters; intimidation of, § 7-25-80 
Intoxicating liquor 
- one mile of voting precinct, selling or giving 

away within, § 7-25-90 
Issuance of registration certificates 
- registration certificates, infra 
Jasper County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district. § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts. § 7-7-330 
Judge 
- probate judge, date of general election of. § 

7-13-30 
Jurisdiction 
- Supreme Court's jurisdiction over challenge to 

explanation of proposed amendment, § 
7-13-2130 

Kershaw County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district. § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-340 
Keys 
- voting machines, infra 
Labels 
- vote recorders, infra 
Lancaster County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senato'rial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts. § 7-7-350 
Larceny . 
- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
- receiving stolen goods, § 7-5-120 . 
Laurens County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- ~en~torial district. § 7-~1-30 

- voting precincts, § 7-7-360 
Lease 
- State Election Commission to lease equipment, 
§ 7-3-20 
Lee County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-370 
Legal holiday 
- definition, § 7-1-20 
Legislative council 
- Constitutional Ballot Commission, director 

member of,§ 7-13-2120 
Legislative delegation 
- commissioners of election appointed on 

recommendation of delegation, § 7-13-70 
Lexington County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-380 
Libel and slander 
- broadcasting stations liability for defamatory 

statement by candidate, § 7-1-80 
Lieutenant Governor 
- candidate nominated by convention, § 7-11-30 

commissioners of election for Lieutenant 
Governor as County Board of Can
vassers, § 7-17-10 

- convention, candidate nominated by, § 7-11-30 
Limitation on time in booth 

- conduct of elections, supra 
Liquor 
- selling or giving away liquor within 1 mile of 

voting precinct, § 7-25-90 ' 
Lists 
- poll lists, infra 
Literacy test 
-registration as voter, § 7-5-120 
Location of precincts and voting places 
-polling precincts and voting places, infra 
Lost instruments and records 
-ballots, accounting for lost, § 7-13-1150 
-certificates of registration, renewal of lost 

defaced, etc., § 7-5-260 
Machines 
-voting machines, infra 
Magistrates and magistrates' courts 
-report persons convicted of certain offenses to 

State Election Commission, § 7-3-60 . 
Mail registration § 7-5-155 
Maintenance of order 
-managers of election, infra 
-peace officers, § 7-13-140 
Majority vote 
-canvass of votes. supra 
Managers of election 
-accounting for ballots, etc., after election, § 

7-13-1150 . 
-affidavit against peace'officer entering polling 

place illegally, § 7-13-160 
-appointment 
--by commissioners of election, § 7-13-70 
--by voters present when regular manager fails 
to attend, § 7-13-170 

. -assistance to voters, supra 
227 -attend election, failure to, § 7-13-170 



-ballots and ballot boxes 
--accouming for ballots. l'tl' , after election, § 
7-13-1150 
--counting ballots, § 7-13-1110 
--defaced ballot, substitute for, § 7-13-790 
--duties, § 7-13-840 
--substitute for marred or defnccd ballot. § 

7-13-790 
-candidates and relatives not to bl' manager~ or 

clerks, § 7-13-120 
-challenging voters, §§ 7-I3-HIO 10 7-13-830 
-clerk 
--clerks of election, supra 
--compensation, Salaries, infra . 
-commissioners of election to appoint man-

agers of election, § 7-13-70 
-compensation. Salaries, infra 
-corrupt conduct, § 7-25-160 
-costs or expenses, supra 
-counting ballots, § 7-13-1110 
-defaced ballot, substitute for, § 7-13-790 
-duties as to ballots and ballot boxes, § 7-13-840 
-expenses. Costs or expenses, supra 
-fraud in management of elections, § 7-25-160 
-general elections, supra 
-illegal voting, prevention of, § 7-13-810 
-maintenance of order at polls, §§ 7-13-140, 

7-13-150 
--peace officer entering polling place, § 7-13-160 
-necessary expenses payable by counties, §-

7-23-40 
-neglect of duty, § 7-25-160 
-number, § 7-13-70 
-oath 
--<Ierk, § 7-13-80 
--manager's oath, § 7-13-70 
---administered by chairman, § 7-13-80 
---before opening polls, § 7-13-100 
---voter, administered to, § 7-13-120 
-organization as a board, § 7-13-80 
-peace officer entering polling place. § 7- 13-160 
-police powers of managers, § 7-13-140 
-polling places 
--general arrangemem at polling places, § 

7-13-130 
--managers appointed for each polling place, 

§§ 7-13-70, 7-13-90 
-prevention of illegal voting or taking too much 

lime, § 7-13-810 
·primary elections, § 7-13-90 
-qualifications, §§ 7-13-' 10, 7-13-120 
-removal, § 7-13-70 
-residency requirements. § 7-13-110 
·results, statement of, § 7-)3-1150 
-right to vote. preservation of, § 7-13-130 
·salaries, infra 
-secrecy of ballot, preservation of, § 7-13-)30 
-special elections, appointment of managers for. 

§ 7-13-70 
-substitute for marred or defaced ballot, § 

7-13-790 
-table for managers at polling place, § 7-13-130 
-taking too much time by voter, § 7-13-810 
-voters 
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--appointment of manager when regular manager 

fails to attend, § 7-13-170 
--oath administered by manager of election, 

§ 7-13-120 
-voting, duties as to, §§ 7-)3-710, 7·13-730, 

7-13-R20 
-voting machines, infra 
-wilful neglect or corrupt conduct, § 7-25-160 
1\larion County 
-congressional district, § 7-19-40 
-senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
-voting precincts, § 7-7-400 
Marlboro County 
-congressional district, § 7-19-40 
·senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
-voting precincts, § 7-7-410 
Marred ballots 
-substitute for marred ballot, § 7~ 13-790 
Mayor or intendant 
-municipal elections, appointment of supervisor 

of registration for, §§ 7-5-640, 7-5-650 
McCormick County 
-congressional district, § 7-9-40 
·senatorial district. § 7-21-30 
-voting precinCis. § 7-7-390 
Medical profession~. person~ in 
-absentee registration and voting when ah~ent 
from county of residence, § 7-15-320 
Meetings 
-clubs. Party organization, infra 
-slate convention, time and place of, § 7-9-100 
-State Election Commission, § 7-3-10 
Mentally ill or deficient per_mns 
-registering or voting, di~qualified from, § 
7-5-120 
Merchant Marine of [he Unitl'd Stilll'~ 
-absentee registration and voting. \llpra 
Military 
-absentee registration and voting, supra 
Militia 
-national guard, voting in primary dl"CliOll\ when 
on dUly, § 7-13-1030 
Ministers 
·absentee registration and voting whl'n ab\enl 

from county of residence, § 7-15-320 
Minute books 
-county conventions, § 7·9-80 
Misconduct 
-registration boards. § 7-25-170 
Multiple offices 
-ballots, § 7-1-60 
Multiple voting 
·prohibition against multiple voting, § 7-25-110 
Municipal corporations 
-ballots for municipal elections. Ballot~, \upra 
-Board of State Canvasser_~ for Municipal 
Primaries, Canvass of voles, wpra 
-candidates for municipal office. Municipal 

elections. infra 
-definitions, § 7-13~340 
·incorporated towns, where electors to vote 
7-910 
-municipal elections, infra 



Municipal elections-Cont'd 
-municipal office, candidates for. Municipal 

elections, infra 
-municipal subdivisions, where electors to vote 

in towns in which officers are elected by, 
§7-7-910 

-primary elections in municipal corporations. 
Canvass of votes, supra 

-registration of electors in municipal elections. 
Municipal elections, infra 

-voting machines, acquisition and use of, § 
7-13-1660 
-voting precincts, § 7-7-920 
Municipal elections 

generally, §§ 7-5-610 to 7-5-670 
-absentee balloting in, § 7-15-390 
-ballots, supra 
-Board of State Canvassers for Municipal 

Primaries. Canvass of votes, supra 
-books of registration. Registration books, in
fra this group 
-candidates' nominating petition certified h\' 

clerk, § 7-11-70 . 
--form of petition, § 7-11-80 
-certified candidates, time to place naml'\ ,'11 

ballot of, § 7-13-350 
-custody of registration books, § 7-5-670 
-deputies of supervisor of registration. § 7-~-M{} 
-form of nominating petition, § 7-11 .l'it: 
-mayor or intendant to appoint 'UP":I \'1'.'" "I' 

registration. §§ 7-5-640, 7-5-650 
-municipal primaries. Canvass of \'(11,-... \upla 

-municipal registration or enrollment 1101 

required, § 7-5-6JO 
-petition, nomination by_ Candidate, \ujl .. allli\ 

group 
-qualifications to vote, § 7-5-610 
-registration books 
--preparation of books, § 7-5-660 
--use and custody of books, § 7-5-670 
-registration certificate, production of. 

§ 7-5-620 
-residence, § 7-5-610 
--proof, § 7-5-620 
~salary of supervisor of Tl'gi\tration, § 7-5-640 
--special municipal registration not required, 

§ 7-5-630 
-supervisor of registration, § 7-5-640 
--appointment, §§ 7-5-640, 7-5-650 
--assistants and deputies, § 7-5-640 
--registration books, preparation of, § 7-5·660 
--salary, § 7-5-640 
--term of office, § 7-5-640 
--vacancies in office, § 7-5-650 
-term of office of supervisors of registration, 

§ 7-5-640 
-use of custody of registration books, § 7-5-670 
-vacancies in office of supervisor of registra-

tion, § 7-5-650 
-vote, who is entitled to, § 7-5-610 
-voting precincts, § 7-7-920 
Municipal primaries 
-canvass of votes, supra 
Murder 
-conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 

Nomination-Cont'd 
Names 
-ballots, supra 
National Guard 
-voting by members when on duty, § 7-IJ-I030 
Neglect of duty 
-wilful neglect of duty, infra 
Newberry County 
-congressional district, § 7-19-40 
-senatorial district. § 7~21-JO 
-voting precincts, § 7-7-420 
New Election 
-Governor, when to be ordered by, § 7-13-1170 
-procedure when too many ballots found in box, 

§ 7-13-1140 
Newspapers 
-Board of Slate Canva~ ... ers to print state

ments in publil: new\papcrs, § 7-17-J20 
-county conventions. notice of, § 7-9-70 
-general and special elections, publication 

of notices of, § 7-13-35 
Nomination 
-candidates. supra 
-death or resignation. nomination of substitute 

upon, § 7-11-50 
-primary elections, nomination by. Primary 

elections, infra 
Notice 
-absentee ballot 
--applicant notified if received after polls 

close, § 7-15-230 
--notification of county election commission of 

request for absentee ballot. § 7-15~430 
-candidacy, notice of. Candidates, supra 
-clubs, notice of meetings of, § 7-9-50 
-contest of primary election, notice of decision 

on, § 7-17-570 
-conventions, notice of. § 7-9-70 
-county conventions, notice of, § 7-9-70 
-deletion of elector's name from roster of 

electors, § 7-J-JO 
-elector'S name deleted from roster of electors, 

§ 7-3-30 
-general election, notices as to, § 7-13-35 
-primary elections. notice of decision on 

contest of, § 7-17-570 
-publication of notice of election, payment for, 
§ 7-23-20 
-registration, notice of additional days and hours 

for, § 7-5-140 
-special election. notices as to, § 7-13-35 
-state committee, notice of hearing of appeal 

by, § 7-17-560 
Number of ballots provided 
-ballots, supra 
Oaths 
-absentee ballot applicant, §§ 7-15-120, 7-15-

220,7-15-230,7-15-330,7-15-340,7-15-370, 
7-15-380, 7-15-420 

-Board of State Canvassers for Municipal 
Primaries, members to take oath, § 7-17-590 

-clerk of managers of election, § 7-13-80 
-commissioners and managers, § 7-13-70 
-conduct of elections, supra 

229 ,-Co.unty Board of Canvassers. Canvass of 



votes, supra 
-managers of election, supra 
-personnel counting ballots, § 7~13-IIIO 
-printer of ballots and assistants, § 7-)3-420 
-registration, application for. Qualifications and 

registration of electors, infra 
-vote recorders, persons preparing or operating 

tabulating devices for, § 7-)3-1500 
Obtaining money or goods under false 

pretenses 
-conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
Oconee County 
-congressional district, § 7-19-40 
-senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
-voting precincts, § 7~7-430 
Offenses 
-crimes and offenses, supra 
Officers and employees 
-capital 
-~political party membership of public 

officers temporarily residing at capital. 
§ 7-9-40 

--registration and voting by officers and their 
spouses temporarily residing at capital or 

county seats, § 7-7-980 
-chairman of County Board of Canvassers. 

§ 7-17-10 
-clerk of registration board, § 7-5-20 
-clerks of court, supra 
-clerks of election. supra 
-clubs. Party organization, infra' 
-Columbia. Capital, supra this group. 
-conventioris, supra 
-corrupt conduct by officers of election. 

§ 7-25-170 
-county officers. Coullties, supra 

-deputy members of registration boards, 
§ 7-5-20 

-party organization, infra 
-political membership of public-officers 

temporarily residing at capital, § 7-9-40 
-polling places, duties of officials at. Vote 

recorders, infra 
-registration and voting by officers and their 

spouses temporarily residing at capital 
or county seats, § 7-7-980 

-registration boards, deputy members of, § 
7-5-20 

-statewide officers, infra 
-supervisors of registration for municipal 

elections, Municipal elections, supra 
-vote recorders, infra 
-wilful neglect or corrupt conduct by officers of 

elections, § 7-25-170 
Orangeburg County 
-congressional district. § 7-19-40 
-senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
-voting precincts. § 7-7-440 
Pardon 
-pardon by Governor removes disqualification 

of voters, § 7-5-120 
Party clubs 
~party organization; infra 
Party Organization 

Party organization-Cont'd 
generally. §§ 7-9-10 to 7-9-100 

-certification. procedure for, § 7-9-10 
-clubs. § 7-9-30 
--~ctivities, § 7-9-40 
--committees, § 7-9-30 
--county committees, control of dubs over, 

§ 7-9-60 
--county conventions, election of delegates to, 

§ 7-9-70 
--district 
---defined, § 7-1-20 
---election of committeeman, § 7-9-30 
---meetings, § 7-9-50 
--notice, § 7-9-50 
---quorum, § 7-9-50 
--membership, § 7-9-40 
--officers. § 7-9-30 
--poll list of primary as prima facie list of 

members, § 7-9-40 
-reorganization, § 7-9-50 
--title of club, § 7-9-30 
--voting 
---absentee voting, § 7-9-40 
---one voting place per club, § 7-9-40 
-committees 
--county committees, infra this group 
--state committee, infra this group 
-conventions, supra 
-county chairman 
--call county convention to order, § 7-9-80 
--definition. § 7-1-20 
--elected by county convention, § 7-9-80 
--member of county committee, § 7-9-60 
-county committees 
--candidates, supra 
-*canvass of votes, supra 
--composition, § 7-9-60 
--control over clubs, § 7-9-60 
--county chairman member of county 

commit!ee, § 7-9*60 
--definition. § 7-1~20 
--officcrs, § 7-9*60 
--primary elections. infra 
--registration books. Qualifications and 

registration of electors. infra 
--term of office, § 7-9-60 
-*vacancies in membership. § 7-9-60 
-county conventions. Conventions, supra 
-districts. Clubs. supra this group 
-meetings. Clubs, supra this group 
-membership, qualifications for party, § 7-9-20 
-name of political party different from party 

previously certified, § 7-9-10 
-national committee, vacancies filled by state 

committee, § 7-9-90 
-officers 
--clubs. § 7-9-30 
--county committees, § 7*9-60 
--state committee, § 7-9-90 
-petition for certification of parties, § 7-9~10 
-poll list as prima facie list of club members, 

§ 7-9-40 
-public officers, membership and activities of, 
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PaTlY organization-Cont'd 
-state committee-Cont'd 
-qualifications for paTly membership, § 7-9-20 
-registration book. Qualification, and registra-

tion of electors, infra 
-reorganization of party clubs, § 7-9-50 
-reports 
--club officers reported to clerk Ol, .... ourt, § 7-9-30 
--county convention officers reportcd to clerk 

of court and to secretary of statl..' prior In state 
convention. § 7-9·IHl 

'-slate convention ofnccr~ reported to 
Secretary of State and .~tate election 1.·(Jm
mi:<.sion, § 7-9-100 

-state chairman 
--definition, § 7-1·20 
-·duties, generally, § 7-9-90 
--election, § 7-9-90 
--powers. generally. § 7-9-90 
·-vacancy in office,.§ 7-9-90 
--vole only in case of lie. § 7-9-90 
-state committee 
--candidates. supra 
·-canvass of votes, supra 
--composition, § 7-9:90 
--definition § 7-1-20 
--nomination of candidates. Candidates, supra 
--officers, § 7-9-90 
--presidential electors, infra 
--primary elections. infra 
·-state chairman, supra this group 
--terms of office, § 7·1)·4)0 

--vacancies, § 7-9-90 
-... tat~' convention, ("\1111 ,·lItinn\, supra 
-Stale Election Commi,~ion, infra 
-1I.'rlm of office 
--county committee .... § 7-9-fJ() 
-var.:ancies 
_·county commiuee .... § 7 'HlO 
--state chairmen, § 7·1)·IJIl 

--state commillee, § 7-9-90 
-voting. Club~, ... upra ,hi ... 1-'1 "liP 
Payment 
-costs or 1.·'\lL"lh ........ ,upra 
-salaries, 11ll·t11{1d of payllll'll\ of. § 7-23-JII 
Peace uffil.·I.T'" 
-campai~'l1 litnalllll..' within 200 feet of 

pollinr phKI..', rt'lIloval of. § 7-25-180 
-imper ... on:uin!-' \"Oll'r, faillll\· In ;lrrest Pl·l"· 

§ 7-25- UO 
-maintl..·nanee of onkr, § 7-IJ-I.j.() 
-polling places 

. ·-campaign litera lUre Wilhill _'flO feet. remov;d 
of, § 7-25-1 XII 

--enterin!-,- polling plal.."e ol1l~ 41]] request I" I" 

votl'. § ;··IJ-I6O 
--m;timell;lIll.."l" of nrd .... r, § 7-13-140 
-\'Oll' n':l·llltk1".~, ploleCiioll against molc~: It 

of allll injury 10. § 7-1J-I.J.OO 
Penalties 
-allowin!.!. ballots to be seen, § 7-2S-JOO 
-assisl officer, failure 10, § 7-13-150 
-ballots 
--allowing ballots to be seen, § 7-25-100 

--secrecy of ballot, violation of. § 7-25-100 
-bribery. § 7-25-190 
Perjury 
-applying for registration § 7-25-10 
-conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
-eleclion, false swearing at, § 7-25-150 
-registration, apP,liciliion for, ~ 7-25-10 
Persons in employment - . 
-absentee registration and vOling, .~upr~ 
Petitions 
-municipal elections, supra 
-nomination of candidate by petition, 

Candidates, supra . 
·political parties, petition for certification 

of, § 7-9-10 
Physically disabled persons 
-absentee registration and voting, supra 
-authorized representative acting on behalf of 

incapacitated voter, § 7-16-310 
-handicapped persons, supra 
Physicians and surgeons 
-absentee registration and voting when absent 

from county of residence, 7-15-320 
Pickens County 
-congressional district, 7-19-40 
-senatorial district, 7-21-30 
-voting precincts, 7-7-450 
Pledge 
-candidates, pledge of. Candidates, supra 
Police 
-peace officers, supra 
Political clubs 
-party organization, supra 
Political parties 
-candidates. nomination of. Candidates, supra 
-definition, § 7-1·20 
-majority political party represented in State 

Election Commission, § 7-3-10 
-minority political party represented in State 

Election Commission, § 7-3-10 
-nomination of candidates. Candidates, Supra 
-organization of parties, Party organization, 

supra 
-party organization, supra 
-responsibilities 
--absentee ballots, §§ 7-15-240, 7-15-340, 

7-15-395 
--primary, S§ 7-15-260 
-special and primary elections, absentee 

balJotling in, § 7-15-240 
-State Election Commission, infra 
Polling precincts and voting places 

generally, §§ 7-7-10 to 7-7-980 
-Abbeville County, § 7-7-30 
-absentee voting precincts. Absentee registration 

and voting, supra 
-additional polling place, provision for, § 7-7-730 
-Aiken County, § 7-7-40 
-alcoholic beverages not to be sold or given 

away within I mile of precinct, § 7-25-90 
-Allendale County, §§ 7-7-50 10 7-7-70 
alteration of precincts 

-·removing ballol from voting place, § 7-25· 11K.!· 231-



Polling precincts and voting places-Cont'd 
generally, §§ 7-7-710 to 7-7-730 

--additional polling place, providing, § 7-7-730 
-certificates of registration, duplicate certificate 

mailed to person whose registration is trans
.ferred, § 7-7-720 
. --dividing precinct list alphabetically, § 7-7-730 
--General Assembly, certain precincts reported 

for alteration by, § 7-7-710 
--registration boards 
---alteration by boards where General Assembly· 

fails to act, § 7-7-710 
-dividing precinct lists alphabetically, § 7-7-730 
--State Election Commission 
--poll lists, providing separate alphabetically 

arranged, § 7-7-730 
---reporting certain precincts to General 

Assembly for alteration, § 7-7-710 
---transfer of registration, §§ 7-7-710, 7-7-720 
- Anderson County, § 7-7-80 
-annexation of part of county to municipality 

divided into wards, § 7-7-960 
-area of precincts defined, § 7-7-20 
-arrangement of polling places, § 7-13-130 
-ballots provided for each voting place, 

number of, § 7-13-430 
-Bamberg County, § 7-7-90 
-Barnwell County. § 7-7-100 
-barrier-free polling places for physically 

handicapped electors, § 7-7-990 
-Beaufort County, § 7-7-110 
-Berke.ley County, § 7-7-120 
-boundaries. change of ward or precinct, 

§ 7-7-960 
-Calhoun County, § 7-7-130 
-capital, registration and voting of officers and 

their spouses temporarily residing at, 
§ 7-7-980 

-change of location of voting place, § 7-7-970 
-Charleston County, §§ 7-7-140,7-7-150 
-Cherokee County, § 7-7-160 
-Chester County, § 7-7-170 
-Chesterfield County, § 7-7-180 
-Clarendon County. § 7-7-190 
-closing polls. Conduct of elections, supra 
-Colleton County, § 7-7-200 
-conduct of elections, generally. Conduct of 

elections, supra 
-constitutional amendments posted al each 

voting precinct, § 7-13-180 
-county seats, registration and voting of officers 

and their spOuses temporarily residing at, § 
7-7-980 
-crimes and offenses, supra 
-Darlington County. § 7-7-210 
-definition of polling pretincts, § 7-1-20 
-Dillon County. § 7-7-220 
-dividing precinct list alphabetically, § 7-7-730 
-Dorchester County. § 7-7-230 
-Edgefield County, § 7-7-240 
-establishment of precincts, § 7-7-10 
-Fairfield County, § 7-7-250 
-Florence County, § 7-7-260 
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-General Assembly, certain precincts reponed 
for alteration by. § 7-7-710 

-Georgetown County. § 7-7-270 
-Greenville COUnty. § 7-7-280 
-Greenwood County, § 7-7-290 
-guardrail. Conduct of elections. supra 
-Hampton County. §§ 7-7-300,7-7-310 
-Horry County. § 7-7-320 
-incorporated towns. § 7-7-910 
-Jasper County, § 7-7-330 
-Kershaw County. § 7-7-340 
-Lancaster County. § 7-7-350 
-Laurens County. § 7-7-360 
-Lee County, § 7-7-370 
-Lexington County. § 7-7-380 
-location of precincts and voting places 

generally. §§ 7-7-10 to 7-7-530; as to where 
electors are to vote. see "where electors to 
vote." infra this group 

--Abbeville county, § 7-7-30 
--Aiken County. § 7-7-40 
--Allendale County. §§ 7-7-50 to 7-7-70 
--Anderson County. § 7-7-80 
--areas of precincts defined. § 7-7-20 
--Bamberg County, 7-7-90 
--Barnwell County. § 7-7-100 
--Beaufon County. § 7-7-110 
--Berkeley County, § 7-7-120 
--Calhoun County, § 7-7-130 
--change of loc'ation of voting place, § 7-7-970 
--Charleston County. §§ 7-7-140,7-7-150 
--Cherokee COUnty, § 7-7-160 
--Chester County. § 7-7·170 
--Chesterfield County. § 7-7-180 
--Clarendon County. § 7-7-190 
·-Colleton County, § 7-7-200 
--Darlington County. §7-7-21O 
--Dillon County. § 7-7-220 
--Dorchester County. § 7-7-230 
--Edgefield County. § 7-7-240 
--establishment of precincts. § 7·7-10 
--Fairfield County. § 7-7-250 
--Florence County, § 7-7-260 
--Georgetown County, § 7-7-270 
--Greenville County. § 7-7-280 
--Greenwood County, § 7-7·290 
--Hampton County, §§ 7·7·300, 7-7-310 
--Horry County. § 7-7-320 
--Jasper County, § 7-7-330 
--Kershaw County, § 7-7-340 
--Lancaster County, § 7-7-350 
--Laurens County. § 7-7-360 
--Lee County. § 7-7-370 
--Lexington County, § 7-7-380 
--Marion County. § 7-7-400 
--Marlboro County. § 7-7-410 
--McCormick County, § 7·7-390 
--Newberry County, § 7-7-420 
--Oconee County. § 7-7-430 
--Orangeburg County. § 7-7-440 
--Pickens County. § 7-7-450 
--precincts established, § 7-7-10 



Polling precincts and voting places-Cont'd 
• - registration boards, areas of precincts 

defined by, § 7-7-20 
- - Richland County, §§ 7-7-460,7-7-470 
- - Saluda County, § 7-7-480 
- . Spartanburg County, § 7-7-490 
- - Sumter County. § 7-7-500 
- - Union County. § 7-7-510 
- - Williamsburg County. § 7-7-520 
- - York County. § 7-7-530 
- maintenance of order al polls. Managers 

of election, supra 
- managers of elections, supra 
- Marion County. § 7-7-400 
- Marlboro County, § 7-7-410 
- McCormick County. § 7-7-390 
- municipal elections. § 7-7-920 
- municipal subdivisions. towns in which 

officers elected by,·§ 7-7-910 
- name of voting place, change of, § 7-7-

970 
- Newberry County, § 7-7-420 
- new precincts, establishment of, § 7-7-950 
- Oconee County. § 7-7-430 
- Orangeburg County. § 7-7-440 
- peace officers, supra 
• Pickens County, § 7·7·450 
• place or location. Location. supra Ihi~ 

group 
- polling precincts, definition of. § 7-1-20 
- precinct list divided alphabetically, § 7-7-

730 
· registration boards 
· - alteration of precincts, supra this group 
- - areas of precincts, board 10 define, § 7-

7-20 
- - new precinct, establishment of, § 7-7-

950 
- registration certificate, vOling al prt'cinct 

designated in, § 7·7·930 
- removal from one precinct to another, 

§ 7-7-940 
- residence, nearest voting place within 

precinct of, § 7·7·910 
- Richland Coun,y" §§ 7-7-460, 7-7-470 
· Saluda COUnty, s 7-7-480 
- Spartanburg County, § 7-7-490 
- State Election Commission. Alteration of 

precincts, supra this group 
- Sumter County, § 7-7-500 
· transfer of registration, duplicate 

certificates of registration mailed upon, 
~ 7-1-720 

- URlon County, § 7·7-510 
- vote recorders, infra 
- voting booths. Booths, supra 
- voting, generally. Conduct of elections. 

supra 
- voting machines, infra 
- voting places, definition of, § 7·1·20 
- voting precincts synonomous with polling 

precmct and voting place, § 7-1-20 
- wards, towns where officers elected by, 

§ 7-7-910 
- where electors to vote 

Polling precincts and voting places-Cont'd 
- where electors to vote-Cont'd 

generally, §§ 7-7-910 to 7-7-980; as to 
location of voting places and pre
cincts, see "location of precincts 
and voting places," supra this 
group 

- - annexation of part of county to munici· 
pality divided into wards, § 7·7-96fJ 

- . boundaries, change of ward or precinct, 
§ 7-7-%0 

· - capital, registration and voting of 
officers and their spouses tempo
rarily residing at, § 7-7-980 

- - change of ward or precinct boundaries, 
§ 7-7-96lJ 

- . county seats, registration and voting of 
officers and their spouses tempo· 
rarily residing at, § 7·7·980 

- - incorporated towns, § 7-7-910 
- - location of voting place, change of, § 7· 

7-970 
- . municipal elections, § 7-7-920 
- - municipal subdivisions, towns in which 

officers elected by, § 7-7-910 
· . name of voting place, change of, § 7·7-

970 
- . new precincts, establishment of, § 7·7· 

950 
- - officers and their spouses temporarily 

residing at county seats, registra· 
tion and voting by, § 7-7-980 

- - registration certificate, voting at pre
cinct designated in. § 7-7-930 

- - removal from one precinct to another. 
§ 7-7-940 

- - residence, nearest voting place within 
precinct of, § 7-7-910 

· - wards, towns where officers elected by, 
§ 7-7-910 

· Williamsburg County, § 7-7-520 
- York County, § 7·7·530 
Poll lists 
· conduct of elections. supra 
· contests, poll lists to accompany ballots in 

protests on, § 7-17·40 
- dividing precinct lists alphabetically, § 7-

7-730 
- party club members, poll list of prima 

facie list of, § 7-9-40 
· State Election Commission to provide 

lists, §§ 7-7-730, 7-13-710 
Polls 
- polling precincts and voting places, supra 
Poor persons 
- public aid receipt not to disfranchise citi· 

zen, § 7-1-30 
Precincts 
· absentee voting precincts. Absentee regis

tration and voting. supra 
- polling precincts and voung places, supra 
Presidential electors 

generally. §§ 7-19-70 to 7-19-120 
- Administrator of General Services 
· - appointment certificate delivered to Ad· 

ministrator, § 7-19-70 
· . results mailed to Administrator, certifi

cate of, § 7-19-100 
.. ballots 
· . declaring candidate elector will vote 

for, § 7-19-80 
- - obligation to vote for candidates for 

233 



whom elector declared, § 7-19-80 Presidential electors-Cont'd 
- - penalty for violating voting obligations. voting, etc., § 7-19-80 

§ 7-19-80 _ voting for candidate for whom elector. 
- - president, placing name of candidate declared. § 7-19-80 

for. & 7-13-320 
__ State Election Commission, Ballots pre- Presumptions and burden of proof 

pared by, § 7-13-340 - candidate withdrawing after nomination 
- - vice-president. placing name of candi- for legitimate nonpolitical reason to 

date for. § 7-13-320 have strict burden of proof, § 7-11-50 
- Board of State Canvassers - ':l'l'I ificate to prove registration, § 7-5-450 
- - adjournment 10 ascertain election re- _ dn'lors must appear on books or prove 

turns from stale, § 7-17-230 
__ certified statement of votes cast for registration to vote, § 7-5-440 

each candidate, § 7-17-240 . registration certificate proof of right to 
· GI~lVaS~ of votes. Board of State Canvass- vote, § 7-13-710 

er.~ .. ~upra this group Primary elections 
- certificate of appointment generally, §§ 7-13-1010 to 7-13-1040 
- - Administrator of General Services, de- - ab .. enlee balloting in, §§ 7-15-240, 7·15~ 

livered to. § 7-19-70 340,7.15-390 
- - Governor ,to deliver six duplicate copies . _ absentee voting precincts. application 

to electoL". § 7-19-70 § 
_ certificate of rl'~ul[s, § 7-19-90 of article. 7-15-450. 
__ disposition. § 7.19.100 - - persons qualified [0 vote by absentee 
__ mail two CCrlificale.~ to the Administra- ballot, § 7·t5-UO -

tor of General Services, § 7-19-100 - . validity of rl·gi,[r~lIion. § 7-15-160 
- - Secretary of Siale. two certificates to. - affidavits of successful candidates, § 7-11-

§ 7-19-100 240 
- commissioll('r~ of election for electors as _ ballot boxes pro\'ided by county commit-

County Bo:ud of Canva,~eL\. § 7-17- tee, § 7-13-840 
10 _ ballots, . supra . . 

- compemation. § 7·19-110 . 
_ declaration for which candidates he will - Board of State Call\'a,\oers for Municipal 
vote, § 7-19-80 Primaries. Can va" of votes, supra 
- expense .... § 7·19·110 - booths provided by county committee. 
- Governor § 7-13·740 
- - certifkale of appointment of electors. . bribery, § 7-25-50 
§ 7-19-70 _ candidates 
- - dlllie~. § 7-IY-120 __ affidavits of successful candidates, § 7-
- how eho~cn. § 7-19-70 11-240 
- meeting. § 7-llJ-90 
_ nomination of electors. § 7-9-90 - - conduct of elections. § 7-11-20 
- ohligalion 10 vote for candidate for whom. - - death of nominee. <"ubstitution upon, 

ckClor dedared. § 7-19-80 § 7-11-50 
- orgalli/ation, § 7-19-90 - - disqualifil:ation 01" nominee. substitution 
- penalty for violating voting obligations. upon, § 7-11-50 

§ 7-19·80 ._ • House Of ReprC'<';l·ulali\'c!'>. namc!'> of 
- president. placing on ballot name of can- l:andidates rcpOrlnl 10 Stall' FIt'c-

didate for, § 7-13-320 tion Commis!'oi{lll. § 7-11-40 
• rcsuhs. certificates of. Certificates of re- __ nomination hy primary ell'L"tions. § 7. 

sull~ .. ~upra this group 11-10' 
- Secretary of State - . nOlice of candidacy. §§ 7-11-2 JO to 7· 
- - certificate of results delivered to Secre- 11-230 

tary, § 7-19-100 _. pledge of \,:andi(la[l-' §§ 7-11-210 to 7-
- - declaration for which candidates elector 11.230 

will vote, § 7-19-80 • _ state senatOl'. (,encral A~!'oC'lIlhly, supra 
- - duties during presidential dection, § 7- __ substitution upon death. \\ithdrawal or 

19-120' disqualification of I.."anuidalt'. § 7-
- state committee II-50 
• - nomination, § 7-9-90 - - unopposerJ l:andillah:)o, § 7-11-90 
- - vacancies, filling of, § 7-9-90 - - withdrawal of nominee, substitution 
- State Election Commission. ballot pre- upon. § 7-11.50 

pared by. § 7-13-340 - canvass of votes, supra 
- state officials, duties of, § 7-19-120 • challenged votes, § 7-13-830 
- terms of office, § 7-9-90 - conduct of primaries. § 7-11-20 
- vacancies • contesls. Canvass of votes. supra 
- - filled by state committee, § 7-9-90 • convention nomination in same year, pro-
- - rilling vacancies, § 7-19-90 hibition against primary elections 
- vice-president, placing on ballot name of and. § 7·11-30 

candidate for, § 7·13·.)20 - county committees 
- violation of provisions as to declarations,_ 234 



Primary Elections-Cont'd 
- - ballot boxes provided by committees, 

§ 7-13-840 
- - ballots furnished by committees, § 7-13-

610 
- - challenged votes, § 7-13-830 
- county committee's duties in conducting. 

§ 7-15-250 
- - impersonating voter, posting provisions 

in precinct prohibiting, § 7-25-140 
- - managers of election, appointment of, 

§ 7-13-90 
- - run-off elections, § 7-13-50 
- - voters' lists furnished by regbtration 

board, § 7-5-420 
- - voting booths provided by committees, 

§ 7-13-740 ' 
- I..'ounty officers. Counties, supra 
- crimes and offenses, generally supra 
- date of primary elections, § 7-13-40 
- death of nominee, substitution upOn, § 7-

11-50 . 
- definition of primaries, § 7-1-20 . 
- disqualification of nominee, substitution 

upon, § 7-11-50 
- false swearing, § 7-25-150 
- General Assembly, supra 
- hour~ polls open, § 7-13-60 
- House of Representatives, namc~ of can-

didates reported to Stale Elect ion 
Commission, § 7-11-40 

- impersonating voter, posting provisions 
in precinct prohibiting, § 7-25-140 

- managers of elections, § 7-13-90 
- municipal primaries. Canvass of VOles, 

.'.upra 
- national guard when on duty, voting by, 

,§ 7-13-1030 
- new election when too many ballots' 

found in ballot box, § 7-D-1140 
- nomination by primary election, § 7-11-10 
- notice of candidacy, §§ 7-11-210 to 7-11-

230 
- oath of Voters, § 7-13-1010 
- pledge of candidate, § 7-11-210, to 7-11-

230 
- protests. Canvass o"f votes, supra 
- publication of names of managers and 

derks, § 7-13-90 
- qualifications for voting, § 7-9-20 
- registration books, § 7-5-150 
- run-off elections. § 7-13-50 
- senator of state. General A ...... cmbly, supra 
- solicitor, run-off elections "for, § 7-13-50 
- slate committee 
- - baIlot furnished by slate committee, 

§ 7-13-610 
- - canvass of votes, supra 
- - date of primary election, § 7-13-40 
- - run-off elections, § 7-13-50 
- State Elections Commission, names of can-

didates for House Representatives" 
reported to, § 7-ll-40 
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- state senator. General Assembly. supra 
- statewide offices, infra 
- substitution upon death, withdrawal or 

disqualification of candidale, § 7-11-
50 

- successful candidates. affidavits of. § 7-11-
240 

- time. Canvass of votes, supra 
- unopposed candidates, § 7-11-90 
- vote recorders. use in prima.-y elections 

of. § 7-13-1360 
- voters' oath, § 7-13-1010 
- voting booths provided by counly com-

mittee, § 7-13~740 
- voting in more than one primary the same 

day prohibited. § 7-13-1040 
- voting machines. use in primary ek."t."lions 

of. §§ 7-13-1720. 7-13-1900 
- voting precincts established by Gmer.1I 

Assembly, § 7-7-10' 
- watchers, § 7-13-860 
- withdrawal of nominee. substitution upon, 

§ 7-11-50 
Printing 
- ballots. supra 
Prisons and prisoners 
- confinement in public prison disqualifies 

voter, § 7-5-120 
- crimes ilnd offenses. generally, supra 
Probate courts and judges " 
- judges. when general election bddTor. 

§ 7-13-30 
Procuring votes by bribery 
- offering to procure votes by bribery, § 1.:. 

25-60 
Proof of registration 
- registration certificates, infra· 
Protests or contests 
- contests, supra 
Public aid 
- receipt of aid not to disfranchise citizen, 

§ 7-1-30 
Publication 
- Board of State Canvassers 10 prinl state

ments in public newspapers, § 7-17-
320 . 

- impersonation of voter, posting copies of 
laws prohibiting. § 7-25-140 

- nolices of election, payment of fees for, 
§ 7-23-20 

- notices of general and special election, 
§ 7-13-35 

- primaries, names of managers and clerks 
for. § 7-13-90 

Public officers 
- officers and employees, supra 
Purchase " 
- State EleCtion Commission. purchase of 

equipment by. § 7-3-20 
Qualifications and registration of electors 

generally. §§ 7-5-10 to 7-5-670 . 
- absentee registration. Absentee"registra

tion and voting, supra, 



Qualifications and registration of eJectors 
-Cont'd 

- age-Cont'd 
- age 

generally. § 7-5-120 
- - closing books. Qualification. completed 

afler, §§ 7-5-150, 7-5-180 
- - municipal elections, § 7-5-610 
- - persons coming of age while books 

closed, §§ 7-5-150, 7-5-180 
- - primary elections, § 7-9-20 
- annual registration. § 7-5-160 
- appeal from denial of registration_ Re-

Quirement of and qualifications for 
registration, infra this group 

- application for registration. form of, § 7-
5-170 

- boards of registration. Registration 
boards, infra 

- books of registration 
- - municipal elections. supra 
- - registration books and lists of electors, 

infra this group 
- - requirement of and qualifications for 

registration. infra this group 
- certificate of registration. Registration 

certificates. infra 
- closing books, age qualifications completed 

after, §§ 7-5-150, 7-15-180 
- commissioners of election. Registration 

books and list of electors, infra this 
group 

- cOUlity committees. Registration books 
and list of electors, infra this group 

- courthouse, registration books kepI open 
aI, § 7-5-130 

- custody of registration books, §§ 7-5-410, 
7-5-%0, 7-5-670 

- denial of registration or restoration of 
name on registration books. Require
ment of and Qualifications for regis
trations, infra this group 

- disqualifications from registration and 
voting, § 7-5-120 

- false swearing in applying for registration, 
§ 7-25-10 

- forms for registration 
- - application for registration, § 7-5-170 
- - State Election Commission to furni'ih 

forms, § 7-5-280 
- fraudulent registration, § 7-25-20 
- general elections, registration book fllr-

nished to commissioners for. § 7-5-
430 

- general registration every lenth year, § 7-
5-160 

- handicapped persons, assisting regbtra
tion of, § 7-5-210 

- infants or minors coming of age while 
books closed. registration of, §§ 7-5-
150,7-5-180 

- inspect registration books. right of cili-
zens to, § 7-5-410 

- lists. Registration books, infra this group 
- mail registration § 7-5-155 
- municipal elections, § 7-5-610 236 

Qualifications and registration of electors 
-Cont'd 

- notice of additional days and hours for 
registration, § 7-5-140 

- oaths. Requirement of and Qualifications 
for registration, infra this group 

- permanent registration, § 7-S-160 
- perjury in applying for registration, § 7· 
25-10 
- physically disabled persons, assisting reg

istration of, § 7-S-21O 
~ primary elections, Qualifications for voting 

aI, § 7-9-20 
- proof of registration, §§ 7-5-440, 7·S~450, 

7-13-710 
- Qualifications for registration and voting. 

Requirement of and Qualifications for 
registration, infra this group 

- registration boards, infra 
- registration books and lists of electors 

generally, §§ 7-5-410 10 7-5-470 
- - absentee registration after closing of 

books, § 7-15-175 
- - certificates of registration. Registration 

certificates, infra 
- - closing books, qualification completed 

after, §§ 7-5-150, 7-5-180 
- - commissioners of election 
- - - commissioners furnished with books, 

§ 7-5-430 
- •• managers of election, books given to, 

§ 7-5-640 
- - contested elections, preserved um il de-

termination of. § 7-15-170 
- - county committees 
- - - division of books, • 7-S-470 
- - - managers of election, booh turned 

over to, I 7-5-460 
- - - party primaries, furnished to commit

tees for, • 7-5·420 
- - courthouse, books kept open at, • 7-5-

130 
~ - custody of books, .. 7-5-410, 7-5-460, 

7-5-670 
- - deposited with clerk of court or regis

tration board's office, • 7-5-410 
- - division of registration booh. ' 7-S-470 
- - Election Commission 10 approve divi-

sion of registration books, • 7-5-
470 

- - electors must appear on official 1i .... 1 .... or 
prove registration to vote, ! 7-5-
440 

- - general elections, registration book fur
nished to commissioners for, ' 7-5-
430 

- - inspeclion, right of citizen to, • 7-S-41O 
- • municipal elections, supra 
- - party organization. County cOlTlllliIlCl'_'. 

supra this sub-group 
- - political parties, list of Qualified electors 

provided 10, • 7-IS-190 
- - primary elections, U 7-S-ISO, 7-S-420 
- ~ proof of registration. Registration 

certificates, infra 



Qualifications and registration of electors 
-Cont'd 

- registration books and lists of electors 
-Cont'd 

- - qualifications for and requirements of 
registration. Requirement of and 
qualifications for registration, infra 
this group 

- - registration boards, books returned 10, 
o 7.5-460 

- - regislration when qualification COm
pleted after closing. I 7-5-180 

- - requirement of and qualifications for 
registration. infra this group 

- - return after election •• 7-5-460 

- - ro!oter of electors. State Election Com-
mission, infra . 

- - special election. registration book fur
nished to commissioners for •• 7-5-
430 

- - State Election Commission to approve 
division of registration boob, • 7-
5·470 

- - supervisors of registration for munici
pal elections. Municipal elections, 
supra 

- - voting by person whose name is not on, 
§ 7·1J·820 

- registration certificates. infra 
- registration required to vote, § 7-5-110 
- requirement of and qualifications for reg-

istration 
generally. §§ 7-5-110 10 7-5-280 

- - annual registration. § 7-5-160 
- - appeal from denial of registration. De-

nial of registration or restoration of 
name on registration books, infra 
this sub-group 

- - application for registration, form of. 
§ 7·25·170 

- - books of registration 
- - - qualification completed after closing 

books. §§ 7·5·150, 7·5·180 
- - - registration books. generally. Regis

tration books and lists of elec-
tors, supra this group 

- - - time and place where opened, § 7-5-
IJO 

- - certificate of registration. Registration 
certificates, infra 

- - decisions on application, § 7-5-170 
- - denial of registration or restoration of 

name on registration books 
... appeal, § 7·5·230 
- - - Court of Common Pleas, appeal to, 

§ 7·5·240 
- - - Supreme Court. further appeal to, 

§ 7·5·250 
- - disqualifications, § 7-5-120 
- - false swearing in applying for registra-

tion, § 7-25-10 
- - form of application for registration, § 7-

5·170 
- - fraudulerit registration, § 7-25-20 
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- - handicapped persons, assisting registra
tion of. § 7-5-210 

- - infants or minors coming of age while 
books closed, §§ 7·5·150, 7·5·180 

- - notice of additional days and hours for 
registration. § 7-5-140 

- - oath required for application, § 7-5-170 
- - - false swearing in application. § 7-25-

10 
- - perjury in applying for registration, § 7-

25·10 
- - physically disabled persons, assisting 

registration of, § 7-5-210 
- - primary elections, § 7-9-20 
- - qualifications. § 7-5-120 
- - - completion of Qualification after clos-

ing of books. § 7-5-180 
- - - determined by registration board. 

§ 7·5·230 
- - - infams or minors coming of age 

while books closed. § 7-5-150 
- - registration boards. generally. "Registra

tion boards. infra 
- - registration books, generally. and lists of 
electors, 

supra this group 
- - registration required to vote. § 7-5-110 
- - residence, § 7-5-120 
- - restoration of name on registration 

books. Denial of registration. supra 
this sub-group 

- - State Election Commission to furnish 
forms. § 7-5-280 

- - written application for registralion, ne
cessity for, § 7-5-170 

- residence requirement. § 7-25-120 
- restoration of name of registration books. 

Requirement of and Qualifications for 
registration. supra this group 

- roster of Qualified voters. Stale Election 
Commission. infra 

- State Election Commission 
- - books of registration. approval of divi-

sion of. § 7-5-470 
- - registration" forms. Commission to fur-

nish, § 7-5-280 
- vote, registration required to. § 7-5-110 
Quorum 
- Board of State Canvassers for Municipal 

Primaries, § 7-17-590 
- registration boards. § 7-5-30 
Radio and lelevision 
- liability of boadcasting station for defam

atory statement by candidate. § 7-1-
80 

Rape 
- assault with intent to ravish conviction 

disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
- conviction disqualiries voter. § 7-5-120 
Receiving stolen goods 
- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
Recording votes 
- vote recorders. infra 
Records 



- absentee registration and voting, preser
valion and destruction of record 
books and registration forms, §§ 7-
15-170.7-15-370,7-15-385 

- results of canvass, Secretary of State to 
record. § 7-17-300 

- stale convention, list of officers reported 
to Secn:tary of State, § 7-9-100 

Recount 
- constitutional amendments. elections on, 

§ 7-17-280 
- mandatory in certain elections, § 7-17-280 
Referendum 
- ballots. §§ 7-13-310,7-\3-400 
- "special election" as including referen-

~u~. §_7-1-20 
- ~ voting madiines, use of separate ballots 

in referendum, § 7-13-1730 
Registration 

see also group~ beginning with "registra
tion.·' infra 

- absentCl' registration. Absentee registra
tion,antI voting, supra 

- voters, Qualifications and registration of 
electors. supra 

Registration boards 
generally. §§ 7-5-10 10 7-5-40 

- absentee ballors 
- - furnishing of, §§ 7-15-360, 7-15-370 
- - primary and special elections, § 7-15-

240 
- - return envelopes for, § 7-15-375 
- - time to remain open for registration, 

§ 7-15-140 
- - veriflClllion of, § 7-15-350 
- advice and consent of Senate, appoint-

ments to boards on, § 7-5-10 
- alteration of precincts. Polling precincts 

and voting places. supra 
- annual registration. § 7-5-160 
- applica1ion for registration. decisions on, 

§.7-5-170 
- appointment, § 7-5-10 
- business hours 
- - additional days and hours for registra-

lion.§ 7-5-140 
- - election day, § 7-5-440 
- certificate of registration. Registration 

certificates, infra 
- clerk. § 7.5-20 
- convicled of certain offenses, report to 

boards by clerks and magistrates of 
pen;ous, § 7-3-60 

- deletion oT ~cctor's name from roster of 
el~ appeal from, § 7-J-30 

- denial of registration. Qualifications and 
rqi:stmtion of electors, supra 

- depUly mmibers, § 7-5-20 
- div;aq,pn:rinct lists alphabetically, § 7-

·7-730 
- dUI;c.. § 07-5-30 
- expensz:s. supplements to countie.~ to 

help defray, § 7-5-40 
- genera] regi!.tration every tenth ycar, § 7-

,238 

5-160 
- Governor, supra 
- judges of legal qualifications of applicants 

for registration, § 7-5-230 
- misconduct or neglect of duty, § 7-25-170 
- notice to board of removal from one 

precinct to another, § 7-7-940 
- offices, § 7-5-30 
- polling precincts and voting plal.:l.:~, ~lIpra 
- primary elections. lists of voters furni.~hed 

county committee for, § 7-5-420 
- qualifications determined by board, § 7-5-

230 
. - quorum, § 7-5-30 
- records deposited with clerk of court or 

in board's office, § 7-5-410 
- registration, decisions on application for, 

§ 7-5-170 
- removal, § 7-5-510 
- State Election Commission, voters' names 

reported to, § 7-3-20 
- term of office, § 7-5-30 
- vacancies in office, § 7-5-30 
- voter, deletion from roster of electors of 

name of, § 7-3-30 
- voting precincts. Polling precincts and 

voting places, supra 
- willful neglect or corrupt conduct, § 7-25-

170 
Registration books 
- municipal elections, supra 
- qualifications and registration of electors, 

supra 
Registration certificates 
- boundaries, new certificate mailed to elec

tor upon change of ward or precinct, 
§ 7-7-960 

- dcfaced or lost certificates, reissuance of, 
§ 7-5-260 

- delivery, § 7-5-190 
- duplicate certificates 
- - issuance. § 7-5-270 
- - State Election Commission, furnished 

10, § 7-3-50 
- - transfer of registration, mailed to per-

son upon, § 7-7-720 
. duration of certificates, § 7-5-160 
- form, § 7-5-200 
- fraudulent registration. § 7-25-20 
- handicapped person signing certificate by 

mark, § 7-5-210 
- illegal certificate, receipt or use of, § ~ 
25-40 

- improperly furnishing certificate, § 7-25-
30 

. invalid at election within 30 days of issu-
ance, § 7-5-220 

- issuance, § 7-5-190 
- - duplicate certificates, § 7-5-270 
- location of voting place changed, § 7-7-

970 
- lo~t certificate, reis~uance of, § 7-5-260 
- municipal elections, production of certifi-

cates at, §§ 7-5-60, 7-5-620 



- name of voting place changed, § 7-7-970 
- new precinct established, § 7-7-950 
- political parties, qualifications for mem-

bership in, § 7-9-20 
- precinct designated in certificate, voting 

at, § 7-7-930 
- primary elections, qualifications for voting 

in, § 7-9-20 
- proof of registration, § 7-5-440 
- - certificate furnished by regi~tration 

board or executive director without 
cosio ' 7-5-450 

- proof of right to vote, ' 7-13-710 
- receiving illegal certificate, I 7-25-40 
- registered voters, furnished to, • 7-5-tOO 
- registration, certificate to prove, ' 7-5-450 
- removal from one precinct to another, 

• 7-7-940 
- signing in presence of registration or 

other official, waiver, I 7-7-960 
- State Election Commission, infra 
- using illegal certificate, • 7-25-40 
- vote, registration certificate to prove right 

to, I 7-13-710 
- voting place location or name changed. 

! 7-7-970 
Removal 
- commissioners of election, § 7-13-70 
- managers of election, § 7-13-70 
- publication of notice requirements as to 

special election to fill vacancy \:reated 
by removal from office, exception as 
'0, § 7-13-35 

- registration board members, § 7-5-510 
Reports 
- Board of Voting Machine Commissioners, 

examination and approval of voting 
machines by, § 7-13-1620 

- certain precincts reported to General As
~embly for alteration, § 7-7-710 

- crimes and offenses reported to executive 
director of State Election Commis
sion, § 7-3-60 

- deaths reponed by Bureau of Vital Statis
tics to State Election Commissi()n, 
§ 7-3-40 

- election resulls reported to Secretary of 
Sta,e, § 7-13-1160 

- House of Representatives reported to 
State Election Commission, candi
dates for, § 7-11-40 

- party organization, supra 
Requirement of and qualifications for regis

tration 
- qualifications and registration of electors, 

supra 
Residence 
- managers of elections, § 7-13-110 
- municipal elections, supra 
- registration and voting, qualification for, 

§ 7-5-120 
- voting place nearest to precinct of resi

dence, § 7-7-910 

239 

Resignation 
- nomination of substitute candidate follow

ing, § 7-11-50 
- publication of notice requirements as to 

special election to fill vacancy created 
by resignation, exception as to, § 7-
13-35 

- United Slates senator, § 7-19-20 
Returns 
- canvass of votes, generally. Canvass of 

votes, supra 
- commissioners of election to report re

turns to State Election Commission, 
§ 7-13-1160 

- State Election Commission, returns re-
ported to, § 7-13-1160 

- voting machines, § 7-13-1880 
Richland County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-460 
- - Columbia, city of, § 7-7-470 
Robbery 
- conviction disqualifies voter. § 7-5-120 
Roster of qualified voters 
- State Election Commission, infra 
Run-off elections 
- mandatory recounts, § 7-17-280 
- primary elections. run-off primary elections in, 

§ 7-13-50 
- solicitor, run-off elections for, 

§ 7-13-50 
Salaries 
- clerks of election, § 7-23-10 
- - method of paymeOl, § 7-23-20 
- executive director of State Election Com-

mission, § 7-3-20 
- managers of election, § 7-23-10 
- - method of payment, § 7-23-20 
- presidential electors, § 7-19-110 
- State Election Commission, executive di-

rector of, § 7-3-20 
- supervisors of registration in municipal 

elections, § 7-5-640 
Saluda County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-480 
Sample ballots 
- vote recorders, § 7-13-1400 
- voting machines, § 7-13-1740 
Schools 
- students, infra 
Secrecy of ballot preserved 
- ballots, supra 
Secretary of State 
- Board of State Canvassers. Canvass of 

votes, supra 
- canvass of votes, supra 
- constitutional amendments furnished to 

commissioners of election, § 7-13-180 
- conventions, supra 
- presidential electors, supra 



Senate 
- Congress~ supra 
- General Assembly, supra 
- senatorial districts. General Assembly, su-

pra 
Sheriff 
- County Board of Canvassers, copy of pro

test deposited with sheriff, § 7-17-30 
- entering polling place only on request or 

to vote, § 7-13-160 
- failure to assist sheriff in maintaining or

der, § 7·1l·150 
- general election, date of, § 7-13-20 
- impersonating voter, failure to arrest per-

son, § 7 ·25·llO 
- primary elections, serivce of protests and 

contests in, § 7-17-520 
- removal of campaign literature within two 

hundred feet of polling place, § 7-25-
180 

Short title 
generally, § 7-1-10 

Signature 
- certificate of registration by physically dis

abled persons by mark, § 7-5-210 
- poll list, effect of signature of voter on, 

§ 7·ll·710 
Slander 
- broadcasting station's liability for defama-

tory statement by candidate. § 7-1-80 
Sodomy 
- conviction disqualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
Solicitor 
- circuit solicitors, supra 
- notice and pledge of candidate. § 7-11-

210 
- primary elections, run-off elections in, 

§ 7·ll·50 
Spartanburg County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-490 
Special elections 
- absentee registration and voting 
• absentee balloting, §§ 7·15·240, 7·15·l40, 

7·15·l90 
- - absentee voting precincts, application 

of article to, § 7-15-450 
- - persons Qualified to vote by absentee 

ballot, § 7·15·320 
- - State Election Commission, duties of. 

§ 7·15·10 
- - validity of registration,.§ 7-15-160 
- affidavits of successful candidates, § 7-11-

240 
- ballots, supra 
. bribery, § 7·25·50 
- candidates 
- - affidavits of successful candidates. § 7-

11·240 
- - nomination. methods of, § 7-11-10 
- - pledge of candidates, § 7-11-230 
- commissioners of election, appointment 

of, § 7·ll·70 . 
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- conduct of special elections, § 7-13-10 
- crimes and offenses, generally, supra 
- definition of special elections, § 7-1-20 
- electoral board, definition of, § 7-1-20 
- hours polls open. § 7-13-60 
- how conducted, § 7-13-10 
- managers of election. appointment of. 

§ 7-ll-70 
- manner of conducting special elections. 
§ 7-ll-1O 
- nomination of candidates, methods of, 

§ 7-11-10 
- notices, publication of, § 7-13-35 
- pledge of candidates, § 7-11-230 
- referendum, term "special election" as 

including, § 7-1-20 
- registratation books furnished to commis

sioners, § 7-5-430 
- State Election Commission, duties as to 

absentee registration and voting of, 
§ 7-15-10 

- successful candidates, affidavits of, § 7-11-
240 

- validity of absentee registration, § 7-15-
160 

- vote recorders, display before elections 
of, § 7-ll-1450 

- voting booths provided by commissioners 
of election, § 7-13-740 

- voting machines, use in special elections 
of, § 7·ll·l660 

- watchers, § 7-13-860 
- write-in names authorized, § 7-13-1120 

Specifications and standards 
- ballots, §§ 7-ll·l20, 7-1l-61O 
Spouses 
- absentee ballot. spouses of persons Quali

fied to vote by, § 7-15-320 
- conduct of elections, supra 
- registration by absentee method, Qualifi-

cation for, § 7-15-110 
Standards and specifications 
- ballots, §§ 7-Il-l20, 7-1l·610 
State Board of Voting Machine Commis-

sioners 
- voting machines, infra 
State chairman 
- party organization, supra 
- candidate seeking to resign before elec~ 

tion to file affidavit with, § 7-11-50 
- substitute candidate named by executive 

committee of party to be certified by 
county or state chairman, § 7-11-50 

State committee 
- candidates. supra 
- canvass of votes, supra 
- party organization, supra 
State convention 
- conventions, supra 
State Election Commission 

generally, §§ 7-3-10 to 7-3-60 
- absentee registration and voting, supra 
- affidavits of successful candidates filed 

with Commission, § 7-11-240 



- alteration of precincts. Polling precincts 
and voting places, supra 

- appeal by elector from deletion of name 
from roster of electors, § 7-)·)0 

- appointment by Governor, § 7·3·10 
- ballots 
- - executive director, infra this group 
- - printing and distribution, § 7-13-340 
- - standards and specifications, § 7-13-320 
- Board of State Canvassers 
- - meeting al office of Commission. § 7-

17-220 
- - State Election Commission to be Board, 

§ 7-17-210 
- books of registration, approval of division 

of, § 7-5-470 
• candidates 
- - affidavit!. of succellsful candidates filed 

with Commission, § 7-11-240 
- - House of Representatives. names and 

addresses of candidates reported to 
Commission. § 7-11-40 

- - nomination by petition, §§ 7-11-70, 7-
11-80 

- - pledge of candidates filed with commis
sion. § 7-11-230 

- - state senators, § 7-21-40 
- candidate seeking to resign before elec-

tion to file affidavit with, § 7-11-50 
- central registration system 

generally, §§ 7-3-10 to 7-3-60 
- - county board of registration, duplicate 

certificates furnished executive di
rector by. § 7-3-50 

- - crimes and offenses, clerk and magis
trates to report persons convicted 
of certain. § 7-3-60 

- - death reports furnished by Bureau of 
Vital Statistics. § 7-3-40 

- - executive director, duplicate certificates 
furnished executive director. § 7-3-
50 

- - roster of Qualified voters, § 7-3-20 
- - - deaths reported by Bureau of Vital 

Statistics, § 7-3-40 
- - - deletion of elector's name from rOS

Ier, §§ 7-3-20, 7-3-30 
- certificates of registration. Executive di

rector. infra this group 
- certification of political parties, § 7-9-10 
- chairman appointed by Governor. § 7-3-

10 . ___ _ 
-':--compensaiion-c,-rexeclllive director, § 7-3-

20 
- composition, § 7-3-10 
- conduct of elections, supra 
- Constitutional Ballot Commission, direc-

tor:l ... member of. § 7-13-2120 
- County Board of Canvassers to file dupli

cate statements with Commission, 
§ 7-17-90 

- county board of registration, duplicate 
certificates furnished executive direc
tor by, § 7-3-50 

- County Election Commission, supra 
- created, § 7-3-10 
· crimes and offenses, clerks and magis

trates to report persons convicted of 
certain, § 7-3-60 

· death repol ts furnished by Bureau of 
Vital Slatistics, § 7-3-40 

- deletion of elector's name from roster of 
electors, §§ 7-3-20, 7-3-30 

- distribution of ballots, § 7-13-340 
- division of registration books approval of, 

§ 7-5-470 
· duties of, § 7-15-10 
· equipment, authority to lease. § 7-3-20 
- executive director 

generally, § 7-3-20 
- - ballots 
- - - information may be disclosed by di-

rector, § 7-13-420 
- - - provided by executive director, § 7-

13-310 
- - certificate of registration 
- - - duplicate certificates furnished direc-

tor by County Board of Registra
tion, § 7-3-50 

· - - form furnished by director, § 7-5-200 
· - furnish without cost or charge, § 7-5-

450 
- - compensation. § 7-3-20 
- - Constitutional Ballot Commission. 

member of, § 7·13-2120 
- - county board of registration, duplicate 

certificates furnished executive di
rector by, § 7-3-50 

- - deletion of elector's name from roster 
of electors, §§ 7-3-20, 7-3-30 

· - duties, generally. § 7-3-20 
- - elected by Commssion, § 7-3-20 
- - powers, generally, § 7-3-20 
- - registration certificates. Certificates of 

registration, supra this sub-group 
· - staff, generally, § 7-3-20 
- - term of office, § 7-3-20 
- general elections, pledge of candidate in, 

§ 7-11-230 
- House of Representatives, names and ad

dresses of candidates reported to 
Commission. § 7-11-40 

- lease equipment, Commission authorized 
to, § 7-3-20 

- meetings, place and time of, § 7-3-10 
- nomination by petition, §§ 7-11-70, 7-11-
___ 8(). ___________ . __ . __ .__ _ __ 
- party organization. Political parties, infra 

this group 
- pledge of candidates filed with Commis-

sion, § 7-11-230 
- political parties 
- - certification of parties, § 7-9-10 
- - representation in Commission, § 7-3-10 
- poll lists to be provided by Commission. 

§§ 7-7-730, 7-13-710 
- precincts. alteration or. Polling precincts 

and voting places, supra 
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State Election Commission-Cont'd 
- primary elections, pledge of candidates 

filed with Commission, § 7-11-230 
- printing of ballots, § 7-13-340 
- qualifications and registration of electors, 

supra 
- registration boards to report 

names, § 
7-3-20 

voters' 

- registration books, approval of division 
of, § 7-5-470 

- registration certificates. ExecUlive direc
lor, supra this group 

- regi~tration forms furnished by Commis
\ion, § 7-5-280 

- returns of election reported to Commis
sion, § 7-13-1160 

- roster of qualified voters. Central registra
tion system, supra this group 

- special elections, pledge of candidates 
filed with Commission. § 7-11 2.'0 

- .'taff of executive director. § 7-3-20 
- slale convention officers reported 10 State 

Election Commission. § 7-9-100 
- state senators, statements to be filed by 

multi-county district candidatcs for, 
§ 7-21-40 

- successful candidates' affidavit., filed with 
Commission, § 7-11-240 

- Il'nn of office, § 7-3-10 
- - executive director, § 7-3-20 
- vacancy. filling, § 7-3-10 
- vote recorders, infra 
- voting precincts. alteration of. Polling 

precincts and voting places, supra 
State-law enforcement division 
- primary elections, service of prote~t or 

contest by deposit with Division. § 7-
17-560 

State ... enators 
-General Assembly. supra 

State-wide officers 
- Board of State Canvassers. protest or 

COlli est heard by, § 7-17-260 
- candidate nominated by convention, § 7-

II-3~ 

- canvass of votes at primary elections. § 7-
17-510 

- commissioners of election for statewide 
officNS as County Board of Canvass
ers, § 7-17-10 

- contests. Protests. infra this group 
- general elections, date of, § 7-13-10 
- nomination by convention of candidate 

for statewide officer, § 7-11-30 
- primary elections 
- - canvass of votes, § 7-17-510 
- - protests and contests, state executive 

committee 10 hear, § 7-17-560 
- protest or contest 
- - Board of Stale Canvassers. § 7-17-260 
- .' primary elections, § 7-17-560 
- state executive committee to hear protests 

Students 
- absentee registration and voting, supra 
Substitution 
- candidate, substitution upon death. with

drawal, or disqualification of. § 7-11-
50 

Sumter County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precinct .... § 7-7-501 
Superintendents of education 
- general election for superintendent.~, dale 

of, § 7-13-20 
Sup~rvisors 

- general elections for county supervisor\, 
dale of, § 7-13-20 

- supervisors of registration. Municipal 
elections, supra 

Supreme Court 
- cour[\, supra 
Te;:l(:hl'rs 
- ah\cntee registration and voting when 

;Ih,,~nt from coumy of residence. § 7-
1~·J20 

Ternh of office 
- Board of St,lI~ Canvassers for Munil'ipat 

Primaries. § 7-17-590 
- comllli,,\ioner~ of election, § 7-13-70 
- tnllllil.:ipal elections, supervisors of regb-

tr,lIion for. § 7-5-640 
- party (!rganization. supra 
- registration boards. § 7-5-30 
- State l:.tcction Commission, supra 
- supen i.,ors of registration for municipal 

etcl.:l ions. § 7-5-640 
Theft 
- conviction dbl.jualifies voter, § 7-5-120 
- receiving stolen goods, § 7-5-120 
Threat .. 
- illegal mnduct at election generally. § 7-

25-190 
- pronll iog or offering to procure vote!) hy 

Ihr~ats. §§ 7-25-70, 7-25-80 
Tie VOIl· 
- new clection ordered hy Governor. § 7-

1J-1170 
- primarie~. § 7-13-50 
Time 01 date 
- ah~~ntl'e hallot. lime of application for, 

§§ 7-1~-J2(). 7-15-340, 7-15-140 
- allm\'l't! 1'(11' voting, Conduct of elections. 

\UPI <I 

- annUUlll.:l.:rll~1l1 of nomination.~, time for 
pubtk, § 7-11-30 

- bailot, time for placing name of candidate 
on. § 7-IJ-J50 

- Board of State Cam a~\er.~. Can\'as~ of 
vote~. "Upl a 

- candidate I'm pulitkal office withdlawing 
from !'al·C, tillll' f(lr approval of affida
vit of. § 7-1 1·50 

- candidate on ballO!, time for placing 
name of, § 7-13-350 

in primary elections, § 7-17-560 
Stations 
- vote recorders. infra 

- canvass of votes, supra 
242 - conduct. of election.~, .~upra 

- conventIons. supra 



- coroners, general elections for, § 7-13-20 
- County Board of Canvassers. Canvass of 

votes, supra 
- general elections, date of. General elec

tions, supra 
- general registration every tenth year, § 7-

5-160 
- handicapped electors, registration al bar

rier-free polling precinct, § 7-7-990 
- hours polls open, § 7-13-60 
- limitation on time for voting. Conduct of 

elections, supra 
- name of candidate on· ballot, time for 

placing, § 7-13-350 
- nominations, time for public announce

ment of, § 7-11-30 
- notice of candidacy; filing with State 

Treasurer, § 7-11-210 
- primary elections 
- - canvass of votes, supra 
- - date of elections, § 7-13-40 
- public announcement of nominations, 

time for, § 7-11-30 
- registration, business hours for. Registra

tion boards, supra 
- registration when Qualification after clos

ing registration books, § 7-5-180 
- sheriffs, general elections for. § 7-13-20 
- supcrintendents of education. general 

e\cctions for, § 7-13-20 
- supervisors, general elections for, § 7-13-

20 
- tenth year, general registration every, § 7-

5-160 
- withdrawal of candidacy t limitations on. 

§ 7-13-390 
Title 
- applicability of title, § 7-1-40 
Township 

. - club district. definition of. § 7-1-20 
Treasurer 
- expenses, payment of, § 7-23-30 
- presidential electors' compensation and 

expenses paid by treasurer, § 7-19-
110 

Union County 
- congressional district, § 7-19-40 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-510 
United Service Organizations 
- absentee registration and voting, supra 
- general elections for federal officers, date 

of, § 7-13-10 
- House of Representatives. Congress, su-

pra 
- presidential electors, supra 
- Senators. Congress, supra 
USO 
- absentee registration and voting, supra 
Vacanci.es 
- Board of State Canvassers for Municipal 

Primaries, state executive committee 
to fill vacancies in, § 7-17-590 

- Governor, supra 
- national committee, § 7-9-90 

- party organization, supra 
- presidential electors, supra 
- registration boards, § 7-5-30 
- state convention. § 7-9-100 
- State Election Commbsion, § 7-3-10 
- supervisor of registration for municipal 

elections. § 7-5-650 
- U.S. Senate, § 7-19-20 
Vacation 
- person·s on vacation qualified for absentee 

registration and voting, § 7-15-320 
Vice-President of the, United States 
- placing name~ of candidates on ballot. 

§ 7-13-320 
Vital stati~tks 
- Bureau of Vital Statistics repor! to execu

tive director of State Election Com
mi~sion death of electors, § 7-3-40 

Vote-buying 
- successful candidates to file arFidavit as to 

vote-buying, § 7-11-240 
Vote recorders 

generally, §§ 7-13-1310 to 7-13-1500 
- approval by State Election Commission, . 

§ 7-13-1330 
- ballots 
- - cards 

generally, § 7-13-1370 
- - - design, § 7-13-1370 
- - - stubs, § 7-13-1370 
- - - write-in votes, § 7- J 3-1380 
- - closing of polls, duties of officials after, 

§ 7-13-1410 
- - counting ballots 
- - - duties of officials after closing of 

polis, § 7-13-1410 
- - - procedure when too many votes tabu

lated, § 7-13-1410 
- - - processing and counting of ballots 

and preparations of summary 
sheets. § 7 -13-1430 

- - - provision nOI applicable. § 7-13-1110 
- - - stations 
- - - - general provisions. § 7-13-1430 
- - - - witnesses, § 7-13-1440 
- - defaced ballots. duties of officials after 

closing of polls as la, § 7-13-1410 
- - duplicate ballots, duties of officials after 

closing of polls as to, § 7-13-1410 
- - labels 
- - - cOnients, § 7-13-1360 
- - - form, § 7-13-1360 
- - - preparation, § 7-13-1360 
- - processing and counting ballots. Count-

ing ballots, supra Ihis sub-group 
- - sample ballots, duties of officials at 

polling places as to. § 7-13-1400 
- - stations. Counting ballots, supra this 

subgroup 
- - unused baliots, duties of officials after 

closing of polls as to, § 7-13-1410 
- - use of paper ballots where use of vote 

recorders not possible or practica
ble, § 7-13-1460 

243 - capacity and number, § 7-13-1320 



Vote recorders-Cont'd 
- ballots-Cont'd 
- cards. Ballots, supra this group 
- closing of polls, duties of officials after, 

§ 7-13-1410 
- conflicts of inlerest. § 7-13-1330 
- construction requirements, § 7-13-1340 
- counties 
- - authority fO procure and authorize use, 

§ 7-13-1310 
- - conflicts of interest, § 7-13-1330 
- - payment for vote recorders, § 7-13-

1350 
- counting ballots. Ballots, supra this grour 
- County Election Commission, supra 
- custodians, § 7-13-1390 
- defaced ballots. duties of officials after 

closing of polls as 10, § 7-13-1410 
- delivery 10 polling places, § 7-13-1400 
- display preceding election, § 7-13-1450 
- duplil.:ate ballots, duties of officials after 

closing of polls as to, § 7-13-1410 
- examination of recorder, § 7-13-1330 
- exhibition preceding election, § 7-13-

1450 
- forms. § 7-13-1490 
- general requirements. § 7-13-1340 
- inoperable, procedure where vote re-

corder, § 7-13-1470 
- instructions and forms promulgated by 

State Election Commission, § 7-13-
1490 

- labels. Ballots, supra this group 
- number and capacity, § 7-13-1320 
- oath of person preparing or operating 

tabulating devices, § 7-13-1500 
- officials al polling places, duties of, § 7-

1J-1400 
- - after closing of polls. § 7-13-1410 
- - poll watchers, § 7-13-1420 
- - witnesses, § 7-13-1440 
- operational requirements. § 7-13-1340 
- out of order, procedure where vote re-

corder, § 7-13-1470 
- paper ballots where u!>e of vote recorders 

impossible or impracticable, § 7-13-
1460 

- payment for vote recorders, § 7-13-1350 
- peace officers to protect recorders against 

molestation and injury, § 7-13-1400 
- polling places 
- - officials at polling places. dUlies of, 

supra this group 
- - recorders delivered to polling places, 

§ 7-13-1400 
- poll watchers, § 7-13-1420 
- preparation and testing, § 7-13-1390 

- primary elections, use in, § 7-13-1360 
- processing and counting ballots. Ballots, 

supra this group 
- procure, authority of counties to, § 7-13-

1310 
- regulations, instructions and forms pro-

Vote recorders-Cont'd 
mulgated by State Election Commis
sion, § 7-13-1490 

- repair, procedure where vote recorder 
out of order, § 7-13-1470 

- requirements, § 7-13-1340 
- revocation of approval of recorder, § 7-

13-1330 
- sample ballots, duties of officials at poll

ing places as to, § 7-13-1400 
- seal, duties of officials at polling places as 

10, § 7-13-1400 
- State Election Commission 
- - approval. § 7-13-1330 
- - ballot cards. § 7-13-1370 
- - ballol labels, § 7-13-1360 
- - certificate that recorders in proper or-

der with correct ballot labels filed, 
§ 7-13-1390 

- - conflict of interest, § 7-13-1330 
- - counting stations, establishment of, § 7-

13-1430 
- - examination of recorder, § 7-13-1130 
- - fee for examination by Commission of 

recorders, § 7-13-1330 
- - provide recorders, Commission to, § 7-

1J-1320 
- - regulations. instructions and forms, 

promulgation of, § 7-13-1490 
- - revocation of approval of recorder, § 7-

13-lllO 
- - write-in votes, § 7-13-1380 
- stations. Ballots, supra this group 
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-- storage, § 7-13-1480 
- substitution where recorder out of order, 

§ 7-13-1470 
- summary sheets, preparation of, § 7-13-

1430 
- tabulating devices, oath of person prepar

ing or operating, § 7-13-1500 
- testing, § 7-13-1390 
- too many votes tabulated, procedure 

when, § 7-13-1\40 
- transportability requirements, § 7-13-1340 
- unused ballots, duties of officials after 

closing of polls as 10, § 7-13-1410 
- voting machines, infra 
- watchers at polling places, § 7-13-1420 
- witnesses, § 7-13-1440 
- write-in votes, § 7-13-1380 
Voter~ 

- ab~entee registration and voting, supra 
- abu~ing voters, § 7-25-80 
- assistance to voters, supra 
. challenges. Conduct of elections, supra 
- conduct of elections, supra 
- crimes and offenses, supra 
- dcalh~, report by Bureau of Vital Statis-

tics of voter, § 7-3-40 
- di\(Jualification from registration and vot

ing, § 7-5-120 
- impersonation of voter, supra 
- intimidation of voters, § 7-25-80 



Volers-Conl'd 
- managl'r~ of election, supra 
- qualiril:ations. Qualifications and regi~tra-

tion of electors, supra 
- registration. Qualifications and regi~tra-

tion of elector!'.. supra 
- rhreatcni;'g or abu~ing votcr~. § 7-25-80 
- voting Ill<ll'hine~. inrra 
- wl1l're cll'clllr\ to vote. Polling precincts 

;Hld voting places, supra 
Voting 
- ab.wntee vOIing. Absentee registralion 

and voting. supra 
- assistance tn volers. supra 
- elubs. Party nrganinilion. supra 
- conduct of ell'etion~. generally. Conduct 

Ill' dl'-:thlll~. supra 
- crimes and offcn~e.\ • .\upra 
- illegal voting. prevention or. § 7-13-810 
- Im',uion of precincts and voting places. 

1\)lIill~ rrecincts and vOling places. 
'lIpnl 

- m:l-:hinc\. Voting maehine~, infra 
- Illanagl'r~ of clcl·tinn. dutic~ of, §§ 7-13-

710, 7-13-130 
- party orgalli/ation, ~upra 
- polling plwincl~ and voting places. ~upra 
- vote rCl:onkr~. supra 
- V(\lillP. l11;u:hil1e,,>. infra 
- whcl'c cll'(tor, to votl'. Polling precilll'ts 

anJ voting placc.\, .\upra 
Voting huotl\\ 
- booth" wpra 
- conrJuct of elcctions, supra 
Voting l11achine~ 

generally, §§ 7-13-1610 to 7-13-1930 
- a('4uiring machines. § 7-13-1660 
- adopted for use. § 7-13-1660 
- applil: ... bility of title. § 7·13-1930 
- approvnl of machine" BI,ard or Voting 

M~h;hine Commi"i011('r\, inrra this 
group 

- a~sisl:lnce to voters. §§ 7-13-1830. 7-13-
IR40 

- ballot..., §§ 7-13-440, 7-13-1710 
- - can va,s or vote, § 7-13-1880 
- - instru('tion ballots, § 7-13-1740 
- - managers of declion to furnish ballots, 

§ 7-IJ-1710 
nomil1alion~. anangellll'1I1 of, § 7-13-
«0 

- - "un pic ballo!." § 7-1~-1740 
- - unofficial hallot~ u~ed whcll machine 

out of onit'I', § 7-1J-IH70 
- - u~e of .~eparall' halloh Oil I:ertain ques-

tiol1.\, §§ 7-1J-450, 7·13-1730 
- - \'(Hl' rl'l'{lrdcr!!. ~upra 
- - wril~'-in ballol ... , § 7-U-IH,50 
- harricr-frce polling precinct!! for hand i-

('apped rer~on,~. ,mc of paper ballots 
aI, § 7-7-990 

- Board of Cam'assers ex officio Board of 
VOIing Madline Commissioners. § 7-
IJ-161O 
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Voting Machines-Cont'd 
- Board of Voting Machine Commissioners 

-Cont'd 
- Board of Voting Machine Commissioners 
- - approval of machines by Board, § 7-13-

1620 
- - - c_,amination of machines. § 7-13-

1620 
- - - experts employed to assist in exami

nation, § 7-13-1630 
- - - report of examination and approval 

or machines, § 7-13-1620 
- - - requirements for voting machine, § 7-

IJ-I640 
- - Board or State Canvassers constituted 

ex officio Board, § 7-13-1610 
- booths, definition of. § 7-1-20 
- candidates 
- - arrangement of nominations, § 7-13-

1710 
- - unopposed candidates in primaries, § 7-

13-1720 
- canvass of vote, § 7-13-1880 
- challenging voter, § 7-13-830 
- cities. acquisition and use of machines by, 

§ 7-13-1660 
- clerks instructed on use of machines, § 7-

13-1700 
- commissioners of election. supra 
- conduct of elections. generally. Conduct 

of elections, supra 
- constitutional amendments. Constitution 

of South Carolina, supra 
- counties, acquisition and use of machines 

by, § 7-13-1660 
- crimes and offenses 
- - tampering with machine. § 7-13-1920 
- - use or voting machine key by unautho-

rized person, § 7-13-1910 
- custody 
- - keys, §§ 7-13-1750, 7-13-1770, 7-13-

.890 
- - machines, §§ 7-13-1680,7-13-1690 
- demonstrations ror instruction of voters. 

§ 7-13-1670 
- examination of machines. Board or Vot

ing Machine Commissioners, supra 
Ihis group 

- experimental use, § 7-13-1650 
- general elections. use in, § 7-13-1660 
- good order, keeping machines in, § 7-13-

1760 
- governing bodies may provide for use 

and acquire machines, § 7-13-1660 

- guard rail. persons within. I 7-13-1820 
- injury to machines, proteclion against, 

• 7-13-1860 
- inoperative, procedure when voting ma

chine becomes. I 7-13-1870 
- inspection, I 7-13-1800 
- instructions on use of machine. I 7-13-

1670 
- - after voter has entered machine, I 7-13-

1830 



Voting Machines-Cont'd 
- instructions on use of machine-Cont'd 
- ~ clerks instructed on use of machines, 

37-13-1700 
- - demonstrations with machines for in~ 

struction to voters, ' 7-13-1670 
- - instruction ballots, I 7-13-1740 
- - managers. Managers of election, infra 

this group 
- - model machine at polling place, ' 7-13~ 

1810 
- - sample ballots, " 7-13-1740 
- keys 
- - after elections. keys delivered to man-

ager, • 7-13-1890 
- - custody, II 7-13-1750. 7-13-1770. 7~13-

1890 
- - possession and use by unauthorized 

persons. I 7~13-191O 

- law applicable, other provisions of title 
applicable to use of voting machines. 
• 7-13-1930 

-lights, I 7-13-1790 
- locking after election ... 7-13-1880, 7-13-

1890 
- managers of election 
- - duties prior to opening polls. ' 7-13-

1770 
- - furnish ballots •• 7-13-1710 
- - inspection of machines during voting, 

, 7-13~1800 
- - instruction of voters 
- - - after voters enter machine, ' 7-13-

1830 
~ ~ - model machine at polling place, I 7~ 

13-1810 
- - - use of machines. I 7-13-1700 
- model machine, instructions of voters by, 

• 7-13-1810 
- municipal corporations, acquisition and 

use of machines by, I 7-13~1660 
- nominations, arrangement of. I 7-13~1710 

- number of machines. ' 7-13-1680 
- party represenlatives may examine, I 7~ 

13-1750 
~ placement of machines in polling places, 

• 7-13-1780 
- polling precinct. Voting precincts, infra 

this group 
- preparation of machines for elections. 

• 7-13-1750 
- presidential electors voted for by means 

of voting machines. I 7-13-1640 
- primary election. use of voting machines 

for, .. 7-13-1720, 7-13-1900 
- protection against injury to machines, 

etc., • 7-13-1860 
. referendum, use of separate ballots in. 

• 7-13-1730 
- rerair of machines, • 7-13-1680 
- requirements, • 13~1640 
- return or vote, I 7-13-1880 
-!lample ballots •• 7-13~1740 
- .~creens for concealing voter. I 7-13~1790 

- sealing, .. 7-13-1750, 7-13-1880, 7-13-
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Voting machines-Cont'd 
- ~ccrccy of ballot preserved. U 7-13~1780, 

7-1)-1790 
. 'pl'l.:ial declions, u.~c in. I 7-13-1660 
- Statl' Board or Voting Machine Commis

.... ioncrs. Board of Voting Machine 
Commissioners, suora this ~rouD 

- substitute machine, when machine oul of 
order. § 7-13~1870 

- tampering with voting machine. § 7-13-
1920 

- time permitted voters to vote, § 7-13-
1820 

- towns, acquisition and use of machines 
by, § 7-13-1660 

- unopposed candidates in primary e1ec~ 
tions. § 7-13-1720 

- vote recorders, supra 
- voters 
- - challenging voter. procedure for, § 7-

13-830 
- - general assistance to voters, §§ 7-13-

1830,7-13-1840 
~ - instructions on use of machine. supra 

this group 
~ ~ time permitted voters to vote, § 7-13~ 

.1820 
- voting machine booth, definition of, § 7-

1-20 
~ voting precincts 
- - attendance at polling places, § 7-13-

1800 
- - model machine at polling place, § 7-13-

1810 
- - placement of machines in polling 

places, § 7-13-1780 
- write-in ballots, § 7-13-1850 
Voting places or precincts 
- absentee voting precincts. Absentee regis-

tration and voting, supra 
- polling precincts and voting places, supra 
Wages 
- salaries, supra 
Ward 
- club district. definition of, § 7-1-20 
- Columbia, designation of wards in city of, 

§ 7-7-470 
- polling places in towns where officers 

elected by wards, § 7-7-910 
Watchers 
- conduct of elections, supra 
- primary elections, § 7-13-860 
Where electors to vote 
- polling precincts and voting places, supra 
Wife and husband 
- conduct of elections. supra 
Wife-beating 
- conviction disqualifies voter. § 7-5-120 
Willful neglect of duty 
- commissioners of election. § 7~25-170 
- managers of election, § 7-25-160 
- registration boards. § 7-25-170 
Williamsburg County 
~ congressional district, § 7-19-40 



- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-520 
Withdrawal of candidacy 
- ballots, supra 
- candidates. supra 
Witnesses 
- absentee ballot 
- - oath and signature of applicant, § 7-15-

)80 
- - verification of witnessed signature be-

fore counting ballot. § 7-15-420 
Words and phrases 
- definitions. supra 
Write-in names 
- ballots, su pra 
- vote recorders. § 7-13-1380 
- voting machines, § 7-13-1850 
Writs of election 
- writs issued where state given more rep-

resentatives to Congress. § 7-19-60 
York County 
- congressional districts, § 7-19-40 
- maps defining voting precincts filed with 

clerk of court, § 7-7-530 
- senatorial district, § 7-21-30 
- voting precincts, § 7-7-530 
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