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AUTHORITY FOR PUBLICATION 
115.413. Secretary of State to furnish election authorities election laws 

pamphlets, each polling place to have a copy-instructions to election judges 
may be furnished.-l. Not later than the tenth day prior to each presidential 
election, and more often ir'necessary, the secretary of state shall furnish to 
each election authority a sufficient number of printed pamphlets containing 
the provisions of the constitution and laws of the state relating to elections. 
Each election authority shall carefully preserve the pamphlets in its office. 
At least one copy shall be provided by each election authority to each polling 
place in its jurisdiction at each election, After each election, all such pamphlets 
shall be returned to the office of the election authority with the election supplies. 

2. The secretary of state may also publish instructions to election judges 
for distribution by election authorities to electi?n judges. 



ELECTION AUTHORITIES AND ELECTIONS Ch.115 

Chapter 115 
ELECTION AUTHORITIES 

AND CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS 

INTENT OF ACT AND DEFINITIONS 

Soc. 
115.001. Short title. 
115.01)3. Purpose clause. 
115.005. Scope of act. 
115.007. Presumption against implied repealer. 
115.009. Effective date of act January I, 1978. 
115.0 II. Rules, suspension and reinstatement-pro-

cedure-suspension not applied to elec
tions held within ninety days. 

115.013. Definitions. 

ELECTION AUTHORITIES 

115.015. Election authority established and defined. 
115.017. Election commissioners, where. 
115.019. Voters may petition to establish a board 

of election commissioners, procedure
form of petition. 

115.021. Jurisdiction of election boards. 
115.023. Election authority to conduct all elec

tions-which authority. how determined. 
115.027. Election commissioners. how appointed. 
115.029. Election commissioners, when appointed. 

term of office. 
115.031. Election commissioner, qualifications of. 
115.033. Oath of office, bond, election commission-

"'. 
115.035. Compensation of election commissioners. 
115.037. Removal of commissioner, when. 
115.039. New board to receive records and property. 
115.041. Commissioners in office to complete term. 
115.043. Rules and regulations, powers of election 

authorities. 
115.045. Boards may employ staff. 
115.047. Employees of board to be bipartisan. 
115.049. Number of employees and salaries autho-

rized-salary adjustments, when. 
115.05 I. County clerk may employ election staff and 

fix compensation. 
115.053. Election authority deputies-bipartisan re

quirement-duties, compensation. 
115.055. Who may administer oaths. 
115.057. Offices may be maintained. to be open, 

when. 
115.059. Peace officers to assist election authority 

or election officials, when requested. 
115.061, State to pay all costs of election, when. 
115.063. Political subdivision or special district, cost 

of elections-state to share proportionate
ly, when--cxceptions. 

115.065. Proportion of cost for two or more political 
subdivisions or special districts, how com
puted--cxceptions. 

115.069. Election judges paid by whom (Jackson 
County). 

115.071. Election costs, how paid (Kansas City). 
115.073. Election costs. how paid (Clay, Platte and 

Jackson Counties). 
115.075. County's election expenses 10 be paid from 

county general revenue, exception. 

S<c. 
115.077. Election costs to be paid to election au

thority, by whom, when, procedure-fail
ure to pay costs, penalty-state payments, 
fund for. 

ELECTION JUDGES 
115.079. Election judges, how appointed. 
115.081. Number of judges to be appointed, super

visory judges, duties of. 
115.083. Additionaljudgcs authorized, even number 

and bipartisan required. 
115.085. Qualifications of judges. 
115.087. Selection of judges in counties not having 

a board of election commissioners. 
115.089. Tenns of election judges appointed by 

board. 
115.091. Oath of election judge. 
115.093. Vacancy, how filled. 
115.095. Judge failing to appear, temporary judge 

to be appointed. how. 
115.097. Judge not to be absent from polls more 

than one hour-not more than one judge 
from the same party to be absent at the 
same time. 

115.099. Authority to supervise judges. 
115.101. Judges' compensation, how set-not em

ployees of election authority. 
115.103. Training courses authorized, compensa

tion while in training authorized. 

CHALLENGERS AND WATCHERS 
115.105. Challengers, how selected, qualifications

challenges, when made. 
115.107. Watchers, how selected. quaJifications, 

duties. 
115.109. Oath of challengers and watchers. 
115.111. Improper conduct of challenger or 

watcher. how handled. 

PRECINCTS AND POLLING PLACES 
115.113. Precincts. how established-new political 

subdivisions, duty to identify voters of. 
115.115: Polling places, how designated. excep

tion-notice to voters-voters not required 
to go to more than one polling place--cl
derly and handicapped polling places, com
mon site. 

115.117. Tax-supported buildings must be made 
available as polling places-may rent pri
vate polling place, when. 

115.119. Polling place to be marked. 

ELECTIONS, WHEN HELD-NOTICE, 
HOW GIVEN 

115.121. General election, when held-primary elec
tion, when held-general municipal 
election day defined. 

115.123. Public elections to be held on Tuesdays, 
exceptions. 
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Sec. 
IIS.I24. Nonpartisan election in political subdivj· 

sion, no election required if number of can· 
didatts filing is same as number of posi
tions to be filled---cxccptions. 

115.125. Notice of election, when given-excep
tions. 

115.127. Notice of election, how, when given-strik
ing names or issues from ballot, 
requirements-declaration of candidacy. 
officers for political subdivisions or spe
cial elections, filing date, when, notice 
requirements-candidate withdrawing, 
ballot reprinting. cost, how paid. 

115.129. Notice of election by mail authorized. con
tents of. 

QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS 
AND REGISTRATION 

115.132. New resident. entitled to votc for president 
and vice president, procedure-new 
resident defined. 

115.133. QuaJifications of voters. 
115.135. Persons entitled to register, when-iden

tification required. 
115.137. Registered vote,:, may vote in all elec

tions-cxception. 
115.139. Unregistered voter may not vote-cxcep

tion. 
115.140. Handicapped and hearing impaired per

sons, provision for. 
115.141. Registration to be supervised by election 

authority. 
115.143. Deputy registration officials, qualifications 

of. persons eligible to serve as. 
115.145. Registration duties of election authority. 
115.147. Deputy registration officials, duties of. 
115.149. Election authorities' registration jurisdic-

tions. 
115.151. Registration complete, when. 
115.153. Registration. where accomplished-cxcep

tion. 
115.155. Form for registration-oath. 
115.157. Registration information may be comput

erized-voter lisu may be sold---candidates 
may receive list for reasonable fee. 

115.159. Registration by mail, form of application
rural voters not k.nowing township or sec
tion number. form-receipt of registration 
to be sent to applicant-returned receipt 
by post office. effect-voter I.D. cud de
livered to voter. when. 

115.161. Registration of persons unable to write. 
115.163. Precinct register required---computer or 

binder lists authorized-computer J.D. 
cards, procedures and uses-list of 
registered voters available. fee. 

115.165. Transfer of registration, how, when-pro
cedure. 

115.167. Change of name of registered voter, pro-
cedure for. 

115.169. Register delivered to polls, when. 
115.171. Error in precinct record. corrected when. 
115.173. Applications and affidavits. where stored. 
115.175. Class one election offense defined. 
115.177. Registrations in effect January I. 1978, to 

remain valid, exception. 
115.179. Registration records to be canvassed, 

when. 

Sec. 
115.181. Canvass, how conducted. 
115.183. Verification list defined. 
115.185. Canvassers. how selected-voter not at 

address, procedure follow'ed-police 
protection, when. 

115.187. Notice to show cause. how sent-persons 
found not to be residing at their registered 
addresses. 

115.189. Further investigation, when. 
115.191. Investigative authorization of election au

thority. 
115.193. Name strick.en from register, when-rein

statement. when. 
115.195. Death. felony. and misdemeanor convic

tions, persons adjudged incapacitated
records, when obtained. 

115.197. Governor to furnish list of persons par
doned. 

115.199. Deceased and incompetents removed from 
register, when-persons convicted and 
pardoned, how handled. 

115.221. Voting records to be inspected annUally. 
115.223. Appeal of removal by voter, procedure. 

AUTOMATED VOTING EQUIPMENT 

115.225. Automated equipment to be approved by 
secretary of state-standards to be met
rules, promulgation, procedure, review. 

115.227. Consistent provisions of general law to ap
ply to electronic voting systems. 

115.229. Electronic voting system may be used, 
when. 

115.231. Electronic ballots. how arranged. 
115.233. Testing of automatic tabulating equip-

ment, when done, procedure. 
115.235. Preparation of marking devices required. 
115.237. Ballots. contents of-form of. 
115.239. Placement of party candidates on ballot, 

how determined. 
115.241. Party emblem, where printed. 
115.243. President and vice president to be 

considered one candidate-ballot, how 
printed, contents of. 

115.245. Exact wording of the question certified by 
secretary of state to appear on ballot-all 
questions to require a "yes" or "no" re
sponse. 

115.247. Election authority to provide all ballots
error in ballot, procedure to correct-all 
ballots printed at public expense. 

115.249. Standards required of voting machines. 
115.25 I. Recording counters defined-machine 

may have device for preserving recording 
counter readings before and after election. 

115.253. Voting machine ballot labels, how printed 
and displayed. 

115.255. Voting machine ballou, information there· 
on, how arranged. 

115.257. Voting machines to be put in order, pro
cedure to be followed. 

115.259. Voting machines to be visible to election 
judges at polls. 

115.261. Voting machine not to be unlocked or 
opened during election, exception. 

115.263. No persons except voters to handle voting 
machine during election, exception. 

115.265. Inoperative voting machine. procedure to 
follow. 
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Sec. 
115.267. Experimental use, adoption of or 

abandonment of automated voting equip
ment authorized. 

115.269. Exhibition. demonstration and instruction 
on voting machines authorized. 

115.271. Voting machines may be rented Ollt, or 
loaned to civic or educ8tionaJ organIza
tions, when, procedure. 

115.273. Consistent generaJ law to apply in juris
dictions using voting machines. 

ABSENTEE VOTING 
115.275. Definitions relative to absentee baJlots. 
115.277. Persons eligible to vote absentee. 
115.279. Application for absentee ballot, how made. 
115.281. Absentee ballots to be printed, when. 
IIS.283. Statements of absentee voters-forms-

notary seal not required, when. 
115.28S. Secretary of state may prescribe regula

tions as to printing atisentee ballot and 
mailing envelopes. 

115.287. Absentee ballot, how delivered. 
115.289. Confidentiality of applications for absen

tee ballots, list available to authorized per
sons, free--certain cities and counties, spe
cial provision, violation, penalty. 

115.290. Registering by mail and voting absentee 
ballot to provide sworn affidavit, excep
tion .. 

115.291. Confidentiality of applications for absen
tee ballots, list available to authorized per
sons free-certain cities and counties, spe
cial provisions, violations, penalty-fax, 
transmission may be used to deliver or re
turn ballot, when. 

115.292. Special write-in absentee ballot for persons 
in military service or remote areas for all 
officen, forms, praeedure-write-in ballot 
to be replaced by regular ballot, when, 
effect. 

115.293. Absentee ballots not eligible to be counted, 
when, procedure. 

115.294. Reason for voting absentee not stated on 
ballot envelope, effect. 

115.295. Faulty statement, effect of. 
115.297 .. Precinct registers to show absentee ballots 

received-judges to be notified of late ab
sentee ballots received-voting absentee 
and at polls, procedure for. 

115.299. Absentee ballots, how counted. 
115.300. Preparation of absentee ballot envelopes, 

when, by whom. 
115.301. Ballot cards and write-in votes on absentee 

ballots, how tabulated. 
115.303. Absentee ballot, how challenged. 
115.304. Absentee voting violations, class one elec

tion offense. 

POLITICAL PARTIES AND 
NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES 

115.305. Exempt candidates-exception-certain 
fourth class cities-when. 

115.307. Nominations, how made. 
115.309. New parties, names of. 
115.311. Consistent general law to apply to primary 

elections. 
115.313. Petitions to form new party or nominate 

independent candidates, who may sign. 

Sec. 
115.315. New political party, how formed-citation 

of law. 
115.317. Filing valid petition, effect-failure in two 

consecutive elections to provide candi
dates, effect. 

115.319. New party committeemen and committee
women, how selected. 

115.321. Independent candidate, how nominated. 
115.323. Limitation on voter's signing of nominat

ing petition. 
115.325. Form of petition-signing petition, voting 

for candidate or party not required. 
115.327. Declaration for nomination of independent 

candidate or formation of new party when 
required, form, content. 

115.329. Time for filing of petitions. 
115331. Receipt to be given for filed petition. 
115:333. Determination of validity or invalidity, 

when made-refusal to me, procedure to 
have court determine validity. 

115.335. Validity of signatures. who shall deter
mine-verification of signatures, proce
dures-rules authorized. 

115.337. City election authority to assist county elec-
tion authority, verify signatures, when. 

115.339. Nominations, how made. 
115.341. Primary elections, when held. 
115.343. Winner of primary to be only candidate 

of that party for that office-write-in in 
general election deemed independent. 

115.345. Notice of offices for which candidates are 
to be nominated, when sent---election au
thority to publish notice with filing date. 

115.347. Declaration of candidacy required prior to 
name appearing on ballot-fraudulent dec
laration a class one offense. 

115.349. Time for filing of a declaration of candi
dacy-form of declaration. 

115.351. Candidate may not me for more than one 
office or as a candidate for the same office 
on more than one ticket at the same elec
tion. 

115.353. Declarations of candidacy, where filed. 
115.355. Declarations of candidacy to be filed in 

person by candidate, exceptions. 
115.357. Filing fees-declaration of inability to pay, 

form of. 
115.359. Withdrawal of candidacy, deadline for, 

how made. 
115.361. Filing to be reopened, when-death of in

cumbent candidate to create vacancy on 
ballot, when. 

115.362. Disqualification, withdrawal, death of par
ty's only candidate for nomination to of
fice---effect, procedure. 

115.363. Party nominating committee to select can
didate, when. 

115.365. Nominating committee designated as to 
certain offices. 

115.367. Change of district boundaries. effect on 
nominating committee. 

115.369. Notice of vacancy. when given to nomi
nating committee. 

I 15.371. Majority of committee present required to 
nominate:, exception. 

IIS.373. Candidates selected by committee to be cer
tified to election authority, when-death 
of candidate selected by committee. effect 
of. 
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Sec. 
115.375. Chairman of party nominating committee 

may fill vacancy, when-false report of va· 
caney a class one offense. 

115.377. Certification of nomination by committee 
or committee chairman. form of-candi
date's declaration, form of. 

115.379. Death of candidate after filing deadline and 
before election. procedure to be followed. 

IIS.381. Secretary of state to notify appropriate 
election authorities of nomination, when. 

115.383. Name changes on ballot, how made. 
115.385. Party emblem, when submitted to secretary 

of state. 
115.387. Secretary of state to furnish each election 

authority a list of candidates for each office 
and the order of their filing-list, when due. 

115.389. Election authority to publish list of can
didates, date of election and hours the polls 
will open. 

115.391. Sample ballots, when and how distributed. 
115.393. Election authority to deliver official ballots 

to polls-number of ballots, how deter
mined. 

115.395. Ballot for each party at primary-<:andi
dates listed in order of ming-ballot in
formation. how shown. 

115.397. Voter may receive only one party ballot
voters not wishing a party ballot may vote 
for independents and on all propositions 
and questions. 

115.399. Presidential and vice-presidential candi
dates. when certified to secretary of state
declaration of candidacy of presidential 
electors. form of. 

115.401. General election candidates, Jist to be sent 
to election authorities, when. 

115.403. Forms to be prepared by secretary of state. 
when. 

115.405. False swearing a class one offense. 

POLLING PLACES AND 
VOTING PROCEDURES 

115.407. Polls, hours to be open. 
115.409. Who may be admitted to polling place. 
115.411. Election authority to provide polling 

booths. 
115.413. Secretary of state to furnish election au

thorities election laws pamphlets, each 
polling place to have a copy-instructions 
to election judges may be furnished. 

115.415. Necessary equipment to be delivered to 
polls by election authority. 

115.417. Voter instruction cards to be delivered to 
polls. 

115.419. Sample ballots, cards or ballot labels to 
be delivered to the polls. when. 

115.421. Duties of election judges to be performed 
prior to opening of the polls. 

115.423. Ballot box, procedure for handling. 
115.425. Name must be on precinct register to be 

eligible to vote, exception. 
115.427. Voter to sign identification certificate

form of certificate-voter without his voter 
identification card, identification require
ment. 

115.429. Person not allowed to vote-appeal, how 
taken-voter may be required to sign af
fidavit, when-false affidavit a class one 
offense. 

Sec. 
115.431. Identification certificates to be initialed by 

judges and preserved as poll lists. 
115.433. Judge of each party to initial paper ballots 

or baJlot cards, when. 
115.435. Voter to proceed to voting booth, when. 
115.436. Physically disabled may vote at polling 

place, procedure. 
115.437. Judges to enter date on card. 
115.439. Procedure for voting paper ballot. 
115.441. Delay by voter prohibited. 
115.443. Paper ballots, how marked-ballot cards, 

procedure for voting- voting machines, 
how voted. 

115.445. No one but voter in booth, exception. 

COUNTING OF VOTES 

115.447. Definitions. 
115.449. Ballots, when and how counted. 
115.451. Judges may read and record votes before 

polls close, when- procedure to be fol
lowed. 

115.453. Procedure for counting votes for candi-
dates. 

115.455. Procedure for counting votes on questions. 
115.457. Uninitialed ballots rejected, exception. 
115.459. Duties of judges after polls close (paper 

ballots). 
115.461. Tally book, form of-tally sheet, form of

statements of returns, form of (paper bal
lots). 

115.463. Procedure after statements of returns 
signed (paper ballots). 

115.465. Procedure for returning voted ballots (pa
per ballots). 

115.467. Duties of judges after polls close (electronic 
voting). 

115.468. Write-in votes may be tallied at counting 
center. 

115.469. Write-in votes, when counted-procedure 
to follow. 

115.471. Certification of tally book and statements 
of returns as to write-in votes (electronic 
voting). 

115.473. Tally book, form of (electronic voting). 
115.475. Return of ballot cards, tally books, and 

statements of returns, procedure for (elec
tronic voting). 

115.477. Ballot cards, procedure for counting (elec
tronic voting). 

115.479. Tabulating equipment to be tested, when 
(electronic voting). 

115.481. Official return of polling place, contents 
of (electronic voting). 

115.483. Duties of judge after polls close (voting 
machines). 

115.485. Certification of tally book and statements 
of returns (voting machines). 

115.487. Tally book, form of-taJly sheet, form of 
(voting machines). 

115.489. Statements of returns, tally book. write
in votes and election supplies, how returned 
to election authority (voting machines). 

115.491. Supervisory judges to return ballots and 
supplies to election authority, when. 

115.493. Ballots and records to be kept one year, 
may be inspected, when. 

115.495. Voting machine to be kept locked
machine unlocked, when- exceptions. 
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Sec. 
115.497. Verification board to convene, when. 
115.499. Verification board. how constituted. 
IIS.501. Verification board, duties of-meetings, 

when. 
115.503. Verification board to inspect or cause in

spection of voting machines. 
115.505. Corrected returns prima facie evidence in 

election contests. 
115.507. Announcement of results by verification 

board. when due-abstract of votes to be 
official returns. 

115.509. Messenger to be sent for abstract of voles, 
when. 

115.511. Board of state canvassers to convene, 
when-secretary of stale to announce re
sults, when. 

115.512. Votes for gubernatoriaJ candidates. how 
reported. 

115.513. Evidence of fraud or violation of law dis
covered by verification board to be re
ported. 

115.515. Tie vote in primary election, procedure to 
be followed. 

IIS.SI7. Tie vote in general election, procedure to 
be followed. 

IIS.SI9. Runoff election between tied candidates 
only. 

IIS.S21. Notice of runoff election published, when. 
IIS.S23. Certificate of nomination to issue, when

certificate of election to issue, when. 
IIS.S2S. Each house of general assembly to receive 

list of its newly elected members, when. 

ELECTION CONTESTS 

IIS.S26. Qualifications of candidates may be chaJ
lenged, by whom, procedure-disquaJifica
tion, when. 

IIS.S27. Challenge ofa nomination at primary, who 
may make. 

IIS.S29. Circuit court to hear primary election con
tests. 

IIS.S31. Petition to contest primary election. con
tents of. 

IIS.S33. Procedure after petition filed. 
IIS.S3S. Election contest to have preference in order 

of hearing. 
IIS.S37. Hearing on necessity for recount, when. 
IIS.S39. Circuit court to order recount of votes. 

when. 
IIS.54I. Recount, primary election, irregularities in 

election-how conducted. 
IIS.543. Court to appoint persons making re

count-persons authorized to be present 
during recount. 

IIS.54S. Court to render judgment. when-effect of 
judgment. 

IIS.547. Contestant to post bond. when. 
IIS.S49. New primary election may be ordered, 

when. 
IIS.SSI. AppeaJ. how taken. 
IIS.SS3. Candidate may challenge returns

registered voter of area may contest result. 
II S.SSS. Contest of state office election to be heard 

by supreme court. 
IIS.SS7. Election contest to be filed. when. 
IIS.5S9. Procedure after filing of petition. 
IIS.S61. Commissioner to take testimony. ap

pointed. When-powers of commissioner. 

Sec. 
IIS.S63. Contests for office of senator or represen

tative to be heard by respective body. 
IIS.S6S. Contests for house or senate seats, where 

and how filed. 
IIS.S67. Contestee. service on, how made-notice 

to secretary of state-time for filing answer. 
IIS.S69. Depositions. when taken---civil discovery 

rules to apply. 
IIS.571. Evidence to be received. form. contents. 
IIS.S73. No appeal from decision of house or senate. 
IIS.S7S. Contests for office of circuit judge, where 

heard-other contests, where heard. 
IIS.S77. Time in which election contest may be filed. 
11S.S79. Duty of circuit clerk upon filing of peti-

tion-answer. when due. 
IIS.S81. Case to be tried, when. 
IIS.S83. Recount of votes ordered. when. 
II S.S8S. Recounts. how conducted. 
II S.S87. Persons conducting recount. how selected. 
115.589. Records to be corrected to reflect judg-

ment. 
115.591. Contestant to post bond. when. 
115.593. New election ordered, when. 
115.595. Person holding certificate of election to 

hold office pending outcome-question 
shaH be deemed decided as shown by re
turns pending outcome. 

115.597. Appeal from circuit court decisions 
allowed, procedure for. 

115.599. Parties may subpoena witnesses and take 
depositions. 

115.600. Recount. procedure-petition by election 
authority. 

115.601. Recount authorized when less than one 
percent difference in vote. 

POLITICAL PARTY COMMITTEES 
115.603. Committees each established party shaJl 

maintain. 
IIS.6OS. Purpose of committee. 
IIS.607. County committee, selection of. 
IIS.609. County committee members, when elected 

(St. Louis city and county). 
IIS.611. County committee members. filing fees. 
115.613. Committeeman and committeewoman. 

how selected-tie vote. effect of-if no per
son elected a vacancy created. 

IIS.6IS. County committee to meet and organize. 
when. 

IIS.617. Vacancy, how filled. 
115.619. Composition of legislative, senatorial. 

congressional and judiciaJ district commit
tees. 

115.621. CongressionaJ. legislative, senatoriaJ and 
judicial district committees to meet and 
organize, when-election of party state 
committee. 

IIS.623. State committee to meet and organize. 
when. 

115.625. Convention of delegates of established par
ty authorized. 

115.627. Constitution or bylaws of politicaJ com
mittees authorized-how changed. 

ELECTION OFFENSES 
11S.629. Four classes of election offenses. 
115.631. Class one election offenses. 
11 S.633. Class two election offenses. 
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Soc. 
115.635. Class three election offenses. 

115.637. Class four election offenses. 

115.639. Three hOUTS off work to vote-interference 
by employer a class four offense. 

115.641. Failure to perform 8 duty under sections 
115.001 to 115.641 and sections 51.450 and 
S J.46O a class (our offense--exceptions. 

115.646. Public funds expenditure by political sub
division officers or employee, prohibited
personal appearances permitted. 

MAIL-IN BALLOTS, 
CERTAIN ELECTIONS 

115.650. Citation of sections 11.5.650 to 115.660-
applicable definitions. 

115.652. Mail-in voting may be conducted, when, 
limitations. 

115.655. Delivery of official ballots, how-voting 
procedures-form of return identification 
envelope-replacement ballots. when-re
turn of -counting of baIlots. 

115.658. Absentee voting, allowed, how-contest of 
election, procedure. 

115.660. Secretary of state may promulgate rules. 

115.647. Nonincumbent candidate prohibited from LOCAL ISSUES-PETITION 
causing voters to believe he is incumbent 
of the office-seizure of recordings or ma- 115.700. Local issues, petition. form and procedure, 
terials authorized. when. 

INTENT OF ACT AND DEFINIITIONS 

IIS.OO!. Short titIe.-Sections 115.001 to 115.641 and sections 51.450 and 51.460, 
RSMo, shall be known as the "Comprehensive Election Act of 1977". 
(L J977 H.B. IOJ §J.OOJ) 
Effective I-J-78 
'Sectiom 5/.450 ond 51.460 were odded lote in pasjoge and were probably not intended to be considered 
OJ parr of"thu act': 
(1980) Legislotive intent in Election Act was that primary ejection contejlj beJully decided prior to general 
election. Block v. Bockenkamp (A.). 607 S. W.ld 176. 

115.003. Purpose clause.-The purpose of sections J IS.OOI to IIS.641 and sections 
SI.4S0 and S1.46O, RSMo, is to simplify, clarify and harmonize the laws governing 
elections. It shall be construed and applied so as to accomplish its purpose. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §1.OO5) 
Effective 1-/-78 
'Ibid. 

115.005. Scope of act.-Notwithstanding any other prOViSion of law to the 
contrary, sections 115.001 to 115.641 shall apply to all public elections in the state, 
except elections for which ownership of real property is required by law for voting. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §I.O/O. A.L 1978 H.B. 971) 

IIS.007. Presumption against implied repeaIer.-No part of sections 115.001 to 
115.641 and sections 51.450 and 51.460, RSMo, shall be construed as impliedly amended 
or repealed by subsequent legislation if such construction can be reasonably avoided. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §1.015) 
Effective /-/-78 
'Ibid. 

115.009. Effective date of act January 1, 1978.-The effective date of sections 
115.001 to 115.641 and sections 51.450 and 51.460, RSMo, shall be January I, 1978. 
Any amendment made to a provision repealed by sections US.OOI to IIS.641 and 
sections 51.450 and 51.460, RSMo, shall remain in force only until January I, 1978. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §1.020) 

Effective 1-/-78 
'Ibid 
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115.011. Rules, suspension and reinstalemenl-procedure-suspension not ap
plied to elections held within ninety days.-Any rule or portion of a rule promulgated 
pursuant to sections 115.001 to 115.641 and sections 51.450 and 51.460, RSMo, may 
be suspended by the joint committee on administrative rules if after hearing thereon 
the committee finds that such rule or portion of the rule is beyond or contrary to 
the statutory authority of the agency which promulgated the rule, or is inconsistent 
with the legislative intent of the authorizing statute. The general assembly may reinstate 
such rule by concurrent resolution signed by the governor. Whenever any rule or 
portion of a rule promulgated pursuant to sections 115.001 to 115.641 or sections 
51.450 and 51.460, RSMo, is suspended by the joint committee on administrative 
rules, such suspension shall not apply to or affect any election scheduled to be held 
within ninety days of the action of the joint committee. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §J.010, A.L 1981 S.B.1OO) 

115.013. Definitions.-As used in sections 115.001 to 115.641, unless the context 
clearly implies otherwise, the following terms shall mean: 

(I) "Automatic tab~lating equipment" includes the apparatus necessary to 
examine and automatically count votes, and the data processing machines which are 
used for counting votes and tabulating results; 

(2) "Ballot" includes the ballot card or paper ballot on which each voter may 
cast all votes to which he is entitled at an election; 

(3) "Ballot card" is a ballot which is voted by making a punch or sensor mark 
which can be tabulated by automatic tabulating equipment; 

(4) "Ballot label" is the card, paper, booklet, page or other material containing 
the names of all offices and candidates and statements of aU questions to be voted 
on; 

(5) "Counting location" is a location selected by the election authority for the 
automatic processing or counting, or both, of ballots; 

(6) "County" means anyone of the several counties of this state or the city 
of St. Louis; 

(7) "Disqualified" shall apply to any candidate whose name is stricken or withheld 
from the ballot by an election authority or court order for reason of ineligibility 
for office and whose name has not been restored to the ballot by the election authority 
or court order; 

(8) "District" means an area within the state or within a political subdivision 
of the state from which a person is elected to represent the area on a policymaking 
body with representatives of other areas in the state or political subdivision; 

(9) "Electronic voting system" is a system of casting votes by use of marking 
devices, and counting votes by use of automatic tabulating or data processing 
equipment; 

(10) "Established political party" for the state shall mean a political party which, 
at either of the last two general elections, polled for its candidate for any statewide 
office, more than two percent of the entire vote cast for the office; "established political 
party" for any district or political subdivision shall mean a political party which 
polled more than two percent of the entire vote cast at either of the last two elections 
in which the district or political subdivision voted as a unit for the election of officers 
or representatives to serve its area; 

(II) "Federal office" means the office of presidential elector, United States senator, 
or representative in Congress; 
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(12) "Independent" shall mean a candidate who is not a candidate of any political 
party and who is running for an office for which party candidates may run; 

(13) "Major political party" means the political party whose candidates received 
the highest or second highest number of votes at the last general election; 

(14) "Marking device" is either an apparatus in which ballots afe inserted and 
voted by use of a punch apparatus, or any approved device for marking paper ballots 
with ink or other substance which will enable the votes to be counted by automatic 
tabulating equipment; 

(15) "New party" shall mean any political group which has filed a valid petition 
and is entitled to place its list of candidates on the ballot at the next general or 
special election; 

(16) "Nonpartisan" shall mean a candidate who is not a candidate of any political 
party and who is running for an office for which party candidates may not run; 

(17) "Political party" shall mean any established political party and any new 
party; 

(18) "Political subdivision" means a county, city, town, village, or township of 
a township organization county; 

(19) "Polling place" means the voting place designated for all voters residing 
in one or more precincts for any election; 

(20) "Precincts" means the geographical areas into which the election authority 
divides its jurisdiction for the purpose of conducting elections; 

(21) "Public office" means any office established by constitution, statute or charter 
and any employment under the United States, the state of Missouri, or any political 
subdivision or special district, but does not include any office in the reserve forces 
or the national guard or the office of notary public; 

(22) "Question" means any measure on the ballot which can be voted "YES" 
or "NO"; 

(23) "Relative within the second degree by consanguinity or affmity" includes 
a spouse, each grandparent, parent, brother, sister, niece, nephew, aunt, uncie, child 
and grandchild of a person; 

(24) "Special district" means any school district, water district, fire protection 
district, hospital district, health center, nursing district, or other districts with taxing 
authority, or other district formed under the laws of Missouri to provide limited, 
specific services; 

(25) "Special election" includes elections . called by any school district, water 
district, fire protection district, or other district formed under the laws of Missouri 
to provide limited, specific services; 

(26) "Voting district" means the one or more precincts within which all voters 
vote at a single polling place for any election. 
(L /977 H.B. /0/ §1.025, A.L 1979 S.B. 275, A.L 1982 S.B. 526, A.L /986 H.B. U7J. el aJ.) 

ELECTION AUTHORITIES 

115.015. Election authority established and defined.-The county clerk shall be 
the election authority, except that in a city or county having a board of election 
commissioners, the board of election commissioners shall be the election authority. 
(L 1977 H.B. /0/ §2.001) 
Effective /-/-78 
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115.017. Election commissioners, where.-There shall be a board of election 
commissioners: 

(I) In each county which. has or hereafter has over nine hundred thousand 
inhabitants; 

(2) In each city not situated in a county; 
(3) In each city which has over three hundred thousand inhabitants on January 

1,1978, and is situated in more than one county; 
(4) In each county of the first class containing any part of a city which has 

over three hundred thousand inhabitants; 
(5) ]n each county of the first class which elects to have such a board through 

procedures provided in section 115.019. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.005) 
Effutive 1-1-78 

115.019.· Voters may petition to establish a board of election commISSioners, 
procedure-form of petition.-l. Any group of registered voters from any county 
of the first class not having a board of election commissioners may circulate a petition 
for the formation of a board. 

2. The petition shall be signed by the number of registered voters in the county 
equal to at least fifteen percent of the total votes cast in the county for governor 
at the last gubernatorial election. 

3. Petitions proposing the formation of a board of election commissioners in 
any county of the first class shall be filed with the election authority of the county 
not later than 5:00 p.m. on the tenth Friday preceding a general election. 

4. Each petition for the formation of a board of election commissioners shall 
consist of sheets of uniform size. The space for signatures on either side of a petition 
page shall be no larger than 8~ x 14 inches, and each page shall contain signatures 
of registered voters from only one county. Each page of each petition for the formation 
of a board of election commissioners shall be in substantially the following form: 

To the Honorable ................. , county clerk of ..•.............. County: 
We, the undersigned, citizens and registered voters of .............. County, respectfully order that 

the following question be placed on the official ballot, for acceptance or rejection, at the next general 
election to be held on the ...•....................... day of .•......................... , 19 .... : 

"Should a board of election commissioners be established in ..•..•.............. County to assume 
responsibility for the registration of voters and the conduct of elections?"'; 
and each for himself says: I have personally signed this petition; I am a registered voter of the state 
of Missouri and .......•.......•............... County; my registered voting address and the name of 
the city, town or village in which I live are correctly written after my name. 
CIRCULATOR'S AFFIDAVIT STATE OF MISSOURI, COUNTY OF .......................... I, 
........ ~ ................•..•..•.. " a Missouri registered voter and a resident ofthe state of Missouri, 

being first duly Sworn, say (print or type names of signers) 

REGISTERED VOTING 

NAME DATE ADDRESS ZIP CONGR. NAME 
(Signature) SIGNED (Street) (City, Town CODE mST. (Printed 

or Village) or Typed) 

(Here follow numbered lines for signers) 
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signed this page of the foregoing petition, and each of them signed his name thereto in my presence; 
I believe that each has stated his name, registered voting address and city, town or village correctly, 
and that each signer is a registered voter of the state of Missouri and •....•...•............. County. 

Signature of Affiant 
(Person obtaining signatures) 

Address of Affiant 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this .................... day of .......•..•......... ,A.D. 19 ... . 

Notary Public (Seal) 
My commission expires 

Signature of Notary 

If this form is followed substantially, it shaH be sufficient, disregarding clerical and 
merely technical errors. 

5. The validity of each petition filed under provisions of this section shall be 
determined in the manner provided for new party and independent candidate petitions 
in sections 115.333, 115.335 and 115.337. 

6. Upon the filing of a valid petition for the formation of a board of election 
commissioners, it shall be the duty of the election authority to have the following 
question placed on the official ballot, in the same manner other questions are placed, 
at the next general election: 

"Should a board of election commissionen be established in ..•..•..•.. County to assume responsibility 
for the registration of voten and the conduct of elections?" 

7. The votes for and against the question shall be counted and certified in the 
same manner as votes on other questions. 

8. If the question is approved by a majority of the voters at the election, a 
board of election commissioners shall be appointed as provided in this subchapter 
and shall have the same rights and responsibilities provided by law for all boards 
of election commissioners. 

9. Any person who is a registered voter of a county of the first class not* having 
a board of election commissioners may sign a petition for the formation of a board 
in the county. Any person who signs a name other than his own to any petition 
or knowingly signs his name more than once to the same petition or who knows 
he is not a registered voter at the time of signing such petition, or any officer or 
person willfully violating any provision of this section shall be guilty of a class two 
election offense. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §1.0/O. A.L 1986 H.B. 1471. et 0/.) 
• Word "not" does not appear in original rolls. Apparently a typographical error. 

115.021. Jurisdiction of election ·boards.-l. In each city which has over three 
hundred thousand inhabitants on January I, 1978, and is situated in more than one 
county, the board of election commissioners for the city shall have jurisdiction in 
that part of the city situated in the county containing the major portion of the city. 

2. In each county of the first class containing the major portion of a city which 
has over three hundred thousand inhabitants, the board of election commissioners 
shall have jurisdiction in that part of the county outside the city. 
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3. In each city not situated in a county, the board of election commissioners 
shall have jurisdiction throughout the city. 

4. In all other counties, the election authority shall have jurisdiction throughout 
the county. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.015) 
EJfective 1-1-78 

t15.023. Election authority to conduct all elections-which authority, how 
determined.-l. Except as provided in subsections 2. 3 and 4 of this section, each 
election authority shan conduct all public elections within its jurisdiction. 

2. When an election is to be conducted for a political subdivision or special 
district, and the political subdivision or special district is located within the jurisdiction 
of more than one election authority. the election authority of the jurisdiction with 
the greatest proportion of the political subdivision's or special district's registered 
voters shall be responsible for publishing any legal notice required in section 115.127 
or 115.521. 

3. When an election is to be conducted for a political subdivision or special 
district, and the political subdivision or special district is located within the jurisdiction 
of more than one election authority. the affected election authorities may, by contract, 
authorize one of their number to conduct the election for all or any part of the 
political subdivision or special district. In any election conducted pursuant to this 
subsection, the election authority conducting part of an election in an area outside 
its jurisdiction may consolidate precincts across jurisdiction lines and shall have all 
powers and duties granted under the provisions of sections 115.001 to 115.641, except 
the provisions of sections 115.133 to 115.223 and sections 115.279 and 115.297, in 
the area outside its jurisdiction. 

4. The clerk or secretary of any political subdivision or special district shall conduct 
an election for the political subdivision or special district if the political subdivision 
or special district is wholly located in a county or counties without a board of election 
commissioners, if the political subdivision or special district does not overlap another 
political subdivision or special district conducting an election on the same day and 
if directed to do so by the governing body of the political subdivision or special 
district. No later than 5:00 p.m. on the eighth Tuesday prior to any political subdivision 
or special district election conducted by the clerk or secretary of the political subdivision 
or special district pursuant to this subsection, the political subdivision or special district 
calling the election shall notify the county clerks otherwise responsible for conducting 
the election. The notice shall be in writing and shall include the name of the political 
subdivision or special district calling the election and a statement the political 
subdivision or special district intends to conduct its own election. If'proper notice 
is not received by a county clerk by the time specified, the county clerk shall conduct 
the political subdivision or special district election for that part of the political sub
division or special district located in its county. Before conducting an election under 
the provisions of this subsection, the political subdivision or special district shall 
notify the county clerk as provided and by the time provided in section J 15.125. 
In conducting such elections, the clerk or secretary of the political subdivision or 
special district shall have all powers and duties granted to county clerks under the 
provisions of sections 115.00 I to 115.641, except the provisions of section 115.113 
and sections 115.133 to 115.223. For the purposes of this subsection, the jurisdiction 
of the clerk or secretary shall be the political subdivision or special district. 
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5. Notwithstanding the provision of section 493.030, RSMo, whenever the 
publication of a legal advertisement, legal notice, order of court or public notice 
of any kind is allowed OT required under sections 115J)()1 to 115.641, a newspaper 
pUblishing such notice shall charge and receive not more than its regular local classified 
advertising rate. The regular local classified advertising rate is that rate shown by 
the newspaper's Tate schedule as offered to the public, and shall have been in effect 
for at least thirty days preceding publication of the particular notice to which it 
is applied. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.020. A.L 1918 H.B. 9ll. A.L 1983 S.B. 234) 

115.027. Election commissioners, how appointed.-Each board of election com
missioners shall be composed of four members, appointed by the governor with the 
advice and consent ofthe senate. Two commissioners on each board shall be members 
of one major political party, and two commissioners on each board shall be members 
of the other major political party. In no case shall more than two commissioners 
on a board be members of the same political party. When appointing commissioners, 
the governor shall designate one commissioner On each board to be chairman of 
the board and one commissioner on each board to be secretary of the board. The 
chairman and secretary of a board shall not be members of the same political party. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.025) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.029. Election commissioners, when appointed, term of office.-l. In each 
county of the first class containing the major portion of a city which has more than 
three hundred thousand inhabitants, each election commissioner shall be appointed 
on April 21, 1982, for a term of four years and until his successor is appointed, 
confirmed and sworn. Successors shall be appointed in like manner for a term of 
four years and until their successors are appointed, confirmed and sworn. 

2. In each county containing a portion but not the major portion of a city which 
has more than three hundred thousand inhabitants, each election commissioner shall 
be appointed on June IS, 1981, for a term of four years and until his successor 
is appointed, confirmed and sworn. Successors shall be appointed in like manner 
for a term of four years and until their successors are appointed, confirmed and 
sworn. 

3. In all other cities and counties which have or hereafter have a board of election 
commissioners, each commissioner's term of office shall coincide with the term of 
the governor who appoints him and until the commissioner's successor is appointed, 
confirmed and sworn. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.030) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.031. Election commissioner, qualifications of.-Each election commissioner 
shall be a registered voter and a resident of the jurisdiction for which he is appointed 
for at least one year preceding his appointment. During his term of office, no 
commissioner shall hold any statutory position within a political party or on a political 
committee, be a candidate for political office or hold any other public office. 
(L 1977 H.B. !OI §2.035) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.033. Oath of office, bond, election commissioners.-Before entering upon 
his duties, each commissioner shall take and subscribe an oath to support the Con-
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stitution of the United States and of this state and to demean himself faithfully and 
impartially in office. Before entering upon his duties, each commissioner shall give 
bond to the state in the sum of ten thousand dollars, with security to be approved 
by the governor, conditioned for the faithful and honest performance of his duties 
and the care and preservation of the board's property. Not later than thirty days 
after a commissioner is sworn, his oath and bond shall be ftIed with the secretary 
of state. 
(L 1977 B.R. 101 §2.040) 
Effective /-/-78 

115.035. Compensation of election comrnissioners.-l. In each county which has 
over nine hundred thousand inhabitants, each election commissioner shall receive 
a salary of seven thousand two hundred dollars per year, payable from the county 
revenue. 

2. In each city not situated in a county, each election commissioner shall receive 
a salary of six thousand dollars per year, except the chairman and the secretary 
of the board, who shall each receive a salary of seven thousand five hundred dollars 
per year, payable from the city revenue. 

3. In each county of the first class containing the major portion of a city which 
has over three hundred thousand inhabitants, each election commissioner shall receive 
a salary of five thousand two hundred dollars per year, payable from the county 
revenue. 

4. In each city which has over three hundred thousand inhabitants on January 
I, 1978, and is situated in more than one county, each election commissioner shall 
receive a salary of five thousand two hundred dollars per year, payable one-half from 
the city revenue and one-half from the revenue of the county containing the major 
portion of the city. 

5. In each county containing a portion but not the major portion of a city which 
has over three hundred thousand inhabitants, each election commissioner shall receive 
a salary of four thousand eight hundred dollars per year, paid proportionally from 
the city revenue and the county revenue. The city shall pay such proportion as its 
population within the county is to the total population of the county as determined 
by the last preceding federal decennial census. 

6. In all other counties which now or hereafter have a board of election 
commissioners, each election commissioner shall receive a salary of two thousand 
six hundred dollars per year, payable from the county revenue. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.045) 
Effective J·J-78 

llS.OJ7. Removal of commissioner, when.-Any commissioner may be removed 
by the governor for misconduct in office. Before removing a commissioner, the governor 
sha.l1 notify the commissioner in writing of all charges against him. Not less than 
ten days after so notifying a commissioner, the governor shall give the commissioner 
an opportunity to be publicly heard in person or by counsel in his defense. If a 
vacancy on any hoard occurs for any reason, the governor shall, with the advice 
and consent of the senate, appoint a new commissioner to serve the unexpired term. 
The new commissioner shall he a member of the same political party as the commissioner 
he is appointed to replace. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.050) 
EfJutive J-J-78 



§115.049 CHAPTER 115 14 

115.039. New board to receive records and property.-Upon the swearing in 
of a new board of election commissioners, the election authority or other custodian 
shall, upon demand, turn over to the new board all records, supplies and property 
relating in any way to the registration of voters and the conduct of elections within 
its jurisdiction. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.0SS) 
FJf~cljw J-J-78 

115.041. Commissioners in office to complete tenn.-Nothing in this subchapter 
shall be construed in any way as interfering with or discontinuing the term of office 
of any person now serving as an election commissioner until the term for which 
he was appointed has expired, or until he has been removed as provided in section 
115.037. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.06<J) 
Effective J-}-78 

115.043. Rules and regulations, powers of election autborities.-Each election 
authority may make aU rules and regulations, not inconsistent with statutory provisions, 
necessary for the registration of voters and the conduct of elections. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10/ §1.065. A.L 1983 S.B. 234) 

115.045. Boards may employ staR.-Each board of election commissioners shall 
have the right to employ such attorneys and other employees as may be necessary 
to promptly and correctly perform the duties of the board. Where an electronic voting 
system or voting machines are used, the board shall designate competent employees 
to have custody of and supervise maintenance of the voting equipment. Board employees 
shall be subject to the same restrictions and subscribe the same oath as members 
of the board, except that no employee of a board shall be required to post bond 
unless directed to do so by the board. Employee oaths and any bonds shall be filed 
and preserved in the office of the board. 
(L 1977 N.B. 101 §2.070) 
Effective 1-1·78 

llS.047. Employees of board to be bipartisan.-Employees of each board shall 
be selected in equal numbers from the two major political parties. Each board may 
adopt regulations to govern the hiring, probationary period, tenure, discipline, 
discharge and retirement of its employees. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10/ §2.075) 
Effective /-1-78 

115.049. Number of employees and salaries authorized-salary adjustments, 
when.-l. Each board of election commissioners in existence on January I, 1978, 
shall set the salaries of its employees. Except as provided in subsection 3 of this 
section, the number of employees of each board and the total yearly amount of all 
salaries paid to the board's employees shall not exceed the number of employees 
and the total yearly amount of all salaries authorized on January I, 1982; except 
that, in any city which has over three hundred thousand inhabitants and is located 
in more than one county, the board of election commissioners having jurisdiction 
in the part of the city situated in the county containing the major portion of the 
city may set the number of its employees and the total yearly amount of all salaries 
authorized by statute on January I, 1982. 
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2. Each board of election commissioners established after January I, 1978, shall 
set the salaries of its employees. Except as provided in subsection 3 of this section, 
the number of employees of each board and the total yearly amount of all salaries 
paid to the board's employees shall not exceed the number of employees and the 
total yearly amount of all salaries authorized on December 31, 1977, for counties 
of the first class not having a charter form of government by sections 119.090 and 
119.100, RSMo. 

3. If any hoard of election commissioners wishes to increase the number of its 
employees or the total yearly amount of all salaries paid to its employees, the board 
shall deliver a notice of the fact to the presiding officer of the local legislative body 
or bodies responsible for providing payment of the election commissioners' salaries. 
The notice shall specify the number of additional employees requested and the 
additional yearly amount requested by the board and shall include a justification 
of the increase and a day, not less than ninety days after the notice is delivered, 
on which the increase is to take effect. Unless any legislative body responsible for 
approving payment of the election commissioners' salaries adopts a resolution 
disapproving the increase, the increase shall take effect on the day specified. Any 
board of election commissioners may implement salary adjustments, after notice to 
the presiding officer of the local legislative body or bodies responsible for providing 
payment of the election commissioners' salaries, equal to, but not more than, those 
adjustments granted to the employees of the local legislative body or bodies without 
prior legislative approval. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.080. A.L /982 S.B. 526) 
Effectiw 5·20-82 

115.051. County clerk may employ election staff and fix compensation.-1. In 
each county which does not have a board of election commissioners, the county clerk 
shall have the right to employ such deputies and assistants as are necessary to promptly 
and correctly register voters and conduct elections. Where an electronic voting system 
or voting machines are used, the county clerk shall designate competent employees 
to have custody of and supervise maintenance of the voting equipment. Each deputy 
shall be subject to the same restrictions and subscribe the same oath as the county 
clerk, except that no employee shan be required to post bond unless directed to 
do so by the clerk. Employee oaths and any bonds shall be filed and preserved in 
the office of the county clerk. 

2. Within the total amount for deputies and assistants approved by the county 
commission, the salary of each deputy and assistant shall be set by the county clerk. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.085) 
Effective 1·1·78 

115.053. Election authority deputies-bipartisan requirement-duties, compen
satian.-I. Each election authority may appoint such even number of additional 
deputies as it deems necessary to carry out the provisions of subsection 3 of this 
section. One-half of the deputies shall be members of one major political party, and 
one-half of the deputies shall be members of the other major political party. 

2. Each deputy appointed under the provisions ofthis section shall be a registered 
voter of the jurisdiction for which he is appointed. No such deputy shall be a candidate 
for any office in an election at which he serves or a relative within the third degree, 
by consanguinity or affinity, to any person whose name appears on the ballot in 
an election at which he serves. 
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3. At the direction of the election authority, such deputies may investigate the 
facts and conditions relating to the residence and voting rights of any person. Upon 
direction by the election authority, such deputies may attend and be present at any 
polling place, witness and report to the election authority any failure of duty, fraud 
'or irregularity, instruct election judges, supervise voting procedures and perform any 
other lawful function prescribed by the election authority. 

4. The deputies shall be paid an amount determined by the election authority, 
subject to approval of the legislative body or bodies responsible for providing the 
salaries of other election authority employees and payable from the same source as 
the salary of the election authority. 

5. Deputies shall serve for such time as the election authority determines and 
may be dismissed summarily by the election authority. At no time, however, shall 
more deputies from one major political party serve than deputies from the other 
major political party. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.09O) 

Effective 1-1-78 

115.055. Who may administer oaths.-Each election authority and its designated 
employees may administer oaths and perform all other duties necessary to register 
voters and conduct elections. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.0905) 

Effective 1-1-78 

115.057. Offices may be maintained, to be open, when.-Each election authority 
shall maintain an office or offices sufficient for its purposes. The offices of each 
election authority shall be kept open during regular business hours on all election 
days and on all-other weekdays, except legal holidays. The offices of each election 
authority shall also be kept open for four hours on the Saturday preceding each 
election and may be kept open at other times as determined by the election authority. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10102.100) 

Effective 1-1-78 

115.059. Peace officers to assist election authority or election officials, when 
requested.-It shall be the duty of the police, the sheriff and all other peace officers 
to give any assistance or protection required by the election authority, any employee 
of the election authority, any election judge, any registration officer or any canvasser 
in the performance of his duties and to comply with all lawful requests and directions 
of the election authority relating to such assistance. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.105) 

Effective 1-1-78 

115.061. State to pay all costs of election, when.- I. When any question or 
candidate is submitted to a vote of all voters in the state and no other question 
or candidate is submitted at the same election, all costs of the election shall be paid 
from the general revenue of the state. 

2. After an audit by the commissioner of administration, the state treasurer shall 
pay the amounts claimed by and due the respective counties and cities out of moneys 
appropriated by the general assembly for the purpose. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.505) 
Effective 1-/-78 
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115.063. PoUtical subdivision or special district, cost of elections-state to share 
proportionately, when-exceptions.-1. When any question or candidate is submitted 
to a vote by any political subdivision or special district and no other question or 
candidate is submitted at the same election, all costs of the election shall be paid 
from the general revenue of the political subdivision or special district submitting 
a question or candidate at the election. 

2. All costs of special elec~ions involving a statewide candidate or statewide issue 
and all costs of special elections involving candidates for state senator or state 
representative shall be paid by the state. except that if a political subdivision or special 
district holds an election on the same day. the costs shall be shared proportionately 
by the state and the political subdivisions and special districts affected in the manner 
provided in section 115.065. 

3. The state shall not be liable for any costs of a general election or primary 
election held in even-numbered years as designated in subsections I and 2 of section 
115.121. 

4. When a proposed political subdivision submits a petition requesting an election 
as part of the formation thereof, the petitioners shall submit together with the petition 
sufficient security to pay all costs of the election. If such proposition is successful, 
the political subdivision thereby created shall reimburse those persons advancing funds 
to pay the costs ofthe election. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10/ §2.510. A..L 1983 S.B. 234, A..L /986 H.B. 1471. el al.. A.L 1993 S.B. 3/) 

115.065. Proportion of cost for two or more political subdivisions or special 
districts, how computed-exceptions.-l. Except as provided in sections 115.069, 
115.071, 115.073 and 115.077; when any question or candidate is submitted to a vote 
by two or more political subdivisions or special districts, or except in primary and 
general elections by the state and one or more political subdivisions or special districts 
at the same election, all costs of the election shall be paid proportionally from the 
general revenues of the state and all political subdivisions and special districts submitting 
a question or candidate at the election, except that costs of publications of legal 
notice of elections shall not be paid proportionally. The state and each political 
subdivision and each special district shall pay for publication of its legal notice of 
election. At the discretion of the election authority. ballot printing costs, if any, may 
be paid proportionally or the state and each political subdivision and each special 
district may pay for such ballot printing costs, if any. 

2. Except as provided in sections 115.069. 115.071 and 115.073, when any question 
or candidate is submitted to a vote by two or more political subdivisions or special 
districts at the same election, all costs of the election shall be paid proportionally 
from the general revenues of all political subdivisions and special districts submitting 
a question or candidate at the election. 

3. Proportional election costs paid under the provisions of subsection 2 of this 
section shall be assessed by charging each political subdivision and special district 
the same percentage of the total cost of the election as the number of registered 
voters of the political subdivision or special district on the day of the election is 
to the total number of registered voters on the day of. the election, derived by adding 
together the number of registered voters in each political subdivision and special 
district submitting a question or candidate at the election. 

4. "Proportional costs" are defined as only those costs that require an additional 
out-of-pocket expense by the election authority in conducting an election. It does 
not include the salaries of full-time employees of the election authority or any indirect 
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expenses for employees such as expenses for workers' compensation, health insurance 
or other similar expenses. 
(L 1977 H.B. /OJ §1.5J5, A.L 1979 S.B. 275, A.L 1981 S.B. 526, A.L 1983 H.B. 713 Revision, S.B. 
234, A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 

115.069. Election judges paid by whom (Jackson County).-In any county of 
the first class containing the major portion of a city which has over three hundred 
thousand inhabitants, the salaries of election judges at all county and state primary, 
general and special elections shall be paid from the general revenue of the county, 
unless the city submits a question or candidate at the election, in which case the 
salaries of election judges shall be paid one-half from the general revenue of the 
city and one-half from the general revenue of the county. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.525) 
Effective 1-1-78 

IIS.071. Election costs, how paid (Kansas City).-l. In any city which has over 
three hundred thousand inhabitants and is located in more than one county, all general 
expenses related to the conduct of elections and the registration of voters in the 
part of the city situated in the county containing the major portion of the city shall 
be paid one-half from the general revenue of the city and one-half from the general 

. revenue of the county in which the major portion of the city is located. 
2. Except as provided in section 115.067, in any city which has over three hundred 

thousand inhabitants and is located in more than one county, the salaries of election 
judges at all city primary, general and special elections shall be paid from the general 
revenue of the city. even if a candidate or question other than a city candidate or 
question is submitted at the same election. 
(L /977 H.B. 10/12.530) 
Fjfective 1-1-78 

IIS.073. Election costs, how paid (Clay, Platte and Jackson Counties).-l. In 
any county containing a portion but not the major portion of a city which has over 
three hundred thousand inhabitants, all general expenses related to the conduct of 
elections and the registration of voters shall be paid proportionally from the general 
revenue of the city and the general revenue of the county. The city shall pay such 
proportion as its population within the county is to the total popUlation of the county 
as determined by the last preceding federal decennial census. 

2. ]n any county containing a portion but not the major portion of a city which 
has over three hundred thousand inhabitants, the salaries of election judges at all 
county and state primary, general and special elections shall be paid from the general 
revenue of the county, unless the city submits a question or candidate at the election, 
in which case the salaries of election judges shall be paid proportionally from the 
general revenue of the city and the general revenue of the county as provided in 
subsection I of this section. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.535) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.075. County's election expenses to be paid from county general revenue, 
exception.-Except as otherwise provided in this subchapter, all costs and expenses 
relating to the conduct of elections and the registration of voters in each county 
shall be paid from the general revenue of the county. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §2.540) 
Effective 1-1·78 
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115.077. Election costs to be paid to election authority, by whom, when, pro
cedure-failure to pay costs, penalty-state payments, fund for.-1. Special districts, 
cities, townships in township organization counties, villages and the state shall pay 
the election costs required by this subchapter to each election authority conducting 
its elections. 

2. Not later than the fifth Tuesday prior to any election to be conducted for 
the state, a special district or political subdivision, the election authority shall estimate 
the cost of conducting the election for the state and each political subdivision and 
special district submitting a candidate or question at the election. Not later than 
the third Tuesday prior to the election, the state, each special district and political 
subdivision submitting a candidate or question at the election, except the county, 
shall deposit with the election authority an amount equal to the estimated cost of 
conducting the election for the state, the political subdivision or special district. All 
payments of election costs received by an election authority under the provisions 
of this subsection shall be placed by the election authority in a special account and 
used by the election authority only to pay the costs incurred in conducting the election. 
If the amount paid to an election authority by the state or any political subdivision 
or special district exceeds the cost of conducting the election for the state, political 
subdivision or special district, the election authority shall promptly refund to the 
state, political subdivision or special district the difference between the amount 
deposited with it and the cost of conducting the election. If the amount deposited 
with an election authority by the state or any political subdivision or special district 
is less than the cost of conducting the election for the state, political subdivision 
or special district, the state, political subdivision or special district shall, not later 
than the fIfth Tuesday after the election, pay to the election authority the difference 
between the amount deposited and the cost of conducting the election. 

3. Except as provided in section 115.061, all payments of election costs received 
by an election authority under the provisions of this section shall be placed by the 
election authority in a special account and used by the election authority only to 
pay the costs incurred in conducting elections. 

4. When the state or any political subdivision or special distritt willfully fails 
to make payment of an election cost required by this subchapter by the time provided 
in this subchapter, it shall pay a penalty of fIfty dollars for each day after the time 
provided in this subchapter proper payment is not made. Any such penalty shall 
be payable to the election authority authorized to receive payment of the election 
cost and shaH be deposited in the general revenue fund of such election authority'S 
city or county. 

5. There is hereby created the "State Election Subsidy Fund" in the state treasury 
which shall be funded by appropriations from the general assembly for the purpose 
of the state making advance payments of election costs as required by this section. 
(L. 1977 H.B. 101 §2.545. A.L 1982 S.B. 526, A.L 1983 H.B. 713 Revision. A.L 1985 H.B. 610) 

ELECTION JUDGES 

115.079. Election judges, how appointed.-All election judges in each jurisdiction 
shall be appointed by the election authority. 
(L J977 H.B. /OJ §J.OOJ) 
Effective 1,],78 
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115.081. Number or judges to be appointed, supervisory judges, duties or.
I. Each election authority shall appoint at least four election judges for each polling 
place within its jurisdiction. If the expected voter turnout at a polling place indicates 
that four judges may be insufficient, the election authority may appoint an even number 
of additional judges for the polling place. One-half of the judges at each polling 
place shall be members of one major political party, and one-half of the judges at 
each polling place shall be members of the other major political party. 

2. The election authority shall designate two of the judges appointed for each 
polling place, one from each major political party, as supervisory judges. Supervisory 
judges shall be responsible for the return of election supplies from the polling place 
to the election authority and shall have any additional duties prescribed by the election 
authority. 

3. Election judges may be employed to serve for the first half or last half of 
any election day. Such judges shall be paid one-half the regular rate of pay. If part
time judges are employed, the election authority shall employ such judges and shall 
see that a sufficient number for each period are present at all times so as to have 
the proper total number of judges present at each polling place throughout each 
election day. The election authority shall require that at each polling place at least 
one election judge from each political party serve a full day and that at all times 
during the day there be an equal number of election judges from each political party. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10103.005, A.L 1982 S.B. 526) 
EjfI!Cl;VI! 5·20-82 

115.083. Additional judges authorized, even number and bipartisan required.
Any election authority may appoint an even number of additional judges for use 
as needed on election day. One-half of such judges shall be members of one major 
political party, and one-half of such judges shall be members of the other major 
political party. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10103.010) 
F/fl!e,;ve 1·1·78 

115.085. Qualificatio~s of election judges.-N 0 person shall be appointed to serve 
as an election judge who is not a registered voter in the jurisdiction for which he 
or she is appointed. Each election judge shall be a person of good repute and character 
who can speak, read and write the English language. No person shall serve as an 
election judge at any polling place in which his or her name or the name of a relative 
within the second degree, by consanguinity or affinity, appears on the ballot. However, 
no relative of any unopposed candidate shall be disqualified from serving as an election 
judge in any election jurisdiction of the state. No election judge shall, during his 
or her term of office, hold any other public office, other than as a member of a 
political party committee or township office, except any person who is an employee 
of the state of Missouri or who is appointed to or employed by a board or commission 
of a political subdivision or special district may serve as an election judge except 
at a polling place where such political subdivision or special district has an issue 
or candidate on the ballot. In any county having a popUlation of less than two hundred 
fifty thousand inhabitants, any candidate for the county committee of a political 
party who is not a candidate for any other office and who is unopposed for election 
as a member of the committee shall not be disqualified from serving as an election 
judge. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 03.015. A.L 1986 H.B. 1471. I!t al., A.L 1988 H.B. 933, I!' al., A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 
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115.087. Selection of judges in counties not having a board of election 
commissioners.-In each county which does not have a board of election 
commissioners, the election judges shall be selected from lists provided by the county 
committee of each major political party. Not later than December tenth in each year 
in which county committeemen are elected, the county committee of each major political 
party shall submit to the county clerk a list of persons qualified to serve as election 
judges in double the number required to hold a general election in the county. Not 
later than February tenth in each year immediately following the year in which county 
committeemen are elected, each county clerk shall select and appoint the number 
of judges required to hold a general election in his county, taking one-half of the 
judges from each of the lists. If a county committee fails to present the prescribed 
number of names of qualified persons by the time prescribed, the county clerk may 
select and appoint the number.of judges provided by law for the county committee's 
party. If the county clerk deems any person on a list to be unqualified, he may 
request the county committee which submitted the list to furnish another name. The 
election judges shall be appointed for a term ending on February tenth in the year 
immediately following the year in which county committeemen are next elected and 
until their successors are appointed and qualified. 
(L J977 H.B. /OJ §3.0l0) 
Effectiw J·J·78 

115.089. Terms of election judges appointed by board.-Each board of election 
commissioners shall have authority to appoint election judges for individual elections, 
or for a term coincident with the term of the board and until the judges' successors 
are appointed and qualified. The board may ask the county committee of each major 
political party to submit a list of persons qualified to serve as election judges and 
may select and appoint judges from the lists. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §3.025) 
Effective 1·1-78 

115.091. Oath of election judge.-On commissioning or before entering upon 
his duties, each election judge shall take and subscribe the following oath: 

I solemnly swear that I will impartially discharge the duties of judge according to law. 
to the best of my ability and that I will not disclose how any voter has voted unless 
I am required to do so as a witness in a proper judicial proceeding. I also affirm that 
I will not aUow any person· to vote who is not entitled to vote and that I will make no 
statement nor give any information of any kind tending in any way to show the state 
of the count prior to the close of the polls on election day. 

Judge of Election 

(L 1977 H.B. 101 §3.030) 
Effective 1·1·78 

Sworn and subscribed to before 
methis .....•.. day of ........ ,19 ... . 

Election Authority (Judge of Election) 
witnessing oath 

115.093. Vacancy, how fdled.-If an election judge dies, resigns, becomes in
capacitated, becomes disqualified, is removed pursuant to section 115.099, or is 
otherwise unable or unwilling to serve during his term, the election authority shall 
appoint another qualified person from the same political party as the unable or unwilling 
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judge to serve as a temporary judge or for the unexpired term. 
(L J977 H.B. /OJ 13.035) 
Effective J·/-78 

22 

1\5.095. Judge failing to appear, temporary judge to be appointed, how.-lf 
any judge fails to act or to appear by the time fixed by law for the opening of 
the polls, the election authority shall he notified immediately by an election judge. 
The election authority or the election judges present in the polling place shall appoint 
another judge from the same political party as the judge failing to act or to appear. 
If the election judges elect a qualified temporary judge, he shall have full authority 
to act as judge for the election, except that he may be removed at any time by the 
election authority and replaced with another qualified judge from the same political 
party as the removed judge. 
(L J977 H.B. /OJ §3.040) 
F/fective /-/-78 

115.097. Judge not to be absent (rom polls m~re than one hour-not more than 
one judge from the same party to be absent at the same time.-No election judge 
shall be absent from the polls for more than one hour during the hours the polls 
are open on election day. No election judge shall be absent from the polls before 
9:00 a.m. or after 5:00 p.m. on election day. No more than one judge from the same 
political party shall be absent from the polls at the same time on election day. 
(L J977 H.B. JOJ 13.043) 
Effective J-J-78 

115.099. Authority to supervise judges.-Each election authority shall have 
authority to direct judges in their duties and to compel compliance with the law. 
Each election authority may substitute judges at his discretion on election day. Each 
election authority shall also have authority at any time to remove any judge for 
good cause and to replace him with a qualified person from the same political party 
as the removed judge. 
(L. J977 H.B. IOJ §3.045) 
Flfective J-J-78 

115.101. Judges' compensation, how set-not employees of election authority.
For service in conducting elections and house-ta-house canvasses, each election judge 
shall be paid a specific dollar amount which shall be set by the legislative authority 
of each county and by any city not within a county. For purposes of this section, 
and the Constitution of Missouri, election judges appointed by the election authority 
shall not be considered employees of the election authority. 
(L J977 H.B. JOJ 13.050. A.L J983 S.B. 234) 

115.103. Training courses authorized, compensation while in training autho
rized.-Any election authority may establish training courses for election judges and 
may compensate them for attendance at the rate set for election service subject to 
the approval of the governing body of a county not having a board of election 
commissioners, or the political subdivision or special district. 
(L J977 H.B. IOJ §3.055) 
Effective J·J·78 
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CHALLENGERS AND WATCHERS 

11S.10S. Challengers, bow selected, qualifications-challenges, when made.-
1. The. chairman of the county committee of each political party named on the ballot 
shall have the right to designate a challenger for each polling place, who may be 
present during the hours of voting, and a challenger for each location at which absentee 
ballots are counted, who may be present while the ballots are being prepared for 
counting and counted. The designating chairman may substitute challengers at his 
discretion during such hours. 

2. Challenges may only be made when the challenger believes the election laws 
of this state have been or will be violated, and each challenger shall report any such 
belief to the election judges, or to the election authority if not satisfied with the 
decision of the election judges. 

3. Prior to the close of the polls, challengers may list and give out the names 
of those who have voted. The listing and giving out of names of those who have 
voted by a challenger shall not be considered giving information tending to show 
the state ofthe count. 

4. All persons selected as challengers shall have the same qualifications required 
by section 115.085 for election judges. 
(L /977 H.B. /0/ §4.0OJ, A.L /983 S.B. 234) 

115.107. Watchers, how selected, quaHfications, duties.-l. At every election, 
the chairman of the county committee of each political party named on the ballot 
shall have the right to designate a watcher for each place votes are counted. 

2. Watchers are to observe the counting of the votes and present any complaint 
of irregularity or law violation to the election judges, or to the election authority 
if not satisfied with the decision of the election judges. No watcher may be substituted 
for another on election day. 

3. No watcher shall report to anyone the name of any person who has or has 
not voted. 

4. All persons selected as watchers shall have the same qualifications required 
by section 115.085 for election judges. 
(L /977 B.B. /0/ §4.005, A.L /983 S.B. 234) 

115.109. Oath of challengers and watchers.-Before entering upon his duties, 
each challenger and watcher shall take the following oath: 

I do solemnly swear that I will make no statement nor give any information of any kind 
tending in any way to show the state of the count prior to the close of the polls on election 
day. 

ChaJlenger or Watcher 

Judge of Election 

(L /977 H.B. /0/ §4.0/5) 
Effective /-/-78 

Sworn and subscribed to before me 
this ......... day of ......... ,19 .. . 

\15.111. Improper conduct of challenger or watcher, how handled.-If any 
watcher or challenger interferes with the orderly process of voting, or is guilty of 
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misconduct or any law violation, the election judges shall ask the watcher or challenger 
to leave the polling place or cease the interference. If the interference continues, the 
election judges shall notify the election authority. which shall take such action as 
it deems necessary. It shall be the duty of the police, if requested by the election 
authority or judges of election, to exclude any watcher or challenger from the polling 
place or the place where votes are being counted. If any challenger is excluded, another 
may be substituted by the designating committee chairman. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §4.020) 
Effective J·J·78 

PRECINCTS AND POLLING PLACES 

. 115.113. Precincts, how established-new political subdivisions, duty to identify 
voters or.-l. The basic election district shall be the precinct. In each jurisdiction, 
precinct boundaries shall be established by the election authority. Every effort shall 
be made by the election authority to establish precinct lines which do not cross political 
subdivision or special district boundaries. Upon mail notification of each voter affected 
by the change, or publication of the new boundaries in a newspaper of general 
circulation in its jurisdiction, the election authority may change precinct boundaries 
from time to time as convenience may require. 

2. When a political subdivision is formed, the political subdivision shall assist 
the election authority in determining the identity of all registered voters residing in 
each precinct eligible to vote in elections affecting the district. 
(L 1977 H.B. /OJ §5.0OJ. A.L J982 S.B. 526) 
Fllective 5·20-82 

115.115. Polling places, how designated, exception-notice to voters-voters not 
required to go to more than one polling place-elderly and handicapped polling places, 
common site.-1. Except as provided in subsection 2 of this section or in section 
115.436, for each election within its jurisdiction, the election authority shall designate 
a polling place for each precinct within which any voter is entitled to vote at the 
election. 

2. For any election, the election authority shall have the right to consolidate 
two or more adjoining precincts for voting at a single polling place and to designate 
one set of judges to conduct the election for such precincts. Voters shall be notified 
of the place for voting in the manner provided in section II 5.1 27 or 115.129 . 

. 3. No person shall be required to go to more than one polling place to vote 
on the same day. 

4. Prior to the opening of the polling places on primary and general election 
days, if candidates for more than one state senatorial or state representative district 
are to be voted for at one precinct, and if fifty or fewer registered voters are eligible 
to vote for each of the candidates, the election authority for that precinct shall provide 
color-coded ballots, or ballots with other distinguishing codes, to show what district 
the voter is voting in, based on the voter's place of residence, so that on election 
day no voter will have an opportunity to vote for more than one congressional candidate, 
state senatorial candidate, or state representative candidate. If such ballots are not 
available, the election authority shall be notified and voting at that precinct shall 
not begin until appropriate ballots are available. In all other instances the election 
authority shall designate polling places so that more than one state senatorial or 
state representative candidate will not be voted for at the same polling place. 
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5. Each local election authority may designate one common site as an election 
day polling place designed for accessibility to the handicapped and elderly. In addition 
to being able to supply such voters with their appropriate ballots, and being open 
during regular voting hours, such a polling place shall otherwise he staffed and operated 
in accordance with law, especially as provided in subsection 3 of section 115.436 
and subsection 3 of section 115.445, and like any other polling place, insofar as possible. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §5.01O. A.L /983 S.B. 234, A.L 1986 H.B. U7J, et Q/.) 

115.111. Tax-supported buildings must be made available as polling places
may rent private polling place, when.-l. The election authority may designate tax
supported public buildings to be used as polling places for any election, and no official 
in charge or control of any such public building shall refuse to permit the use of 
the building for election purposes. The election authority shall have the right to choose 
the location of the polling place within such buildings. 

2. If an election authority determines there is no public building convenient for 
a polling place in any voting district, the authority shall first attempt to secure the 
use of a privately owned tax-exempt building, and in the event no such building 
is available, it may contract for the rental of a suitable polling place in the district. 

3. In selecting polling places, the election authority shall consider parking areas 
which may be available and shall give priority to those places which have adequate 
parking areas for use by poll workers and voters. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §5.0J5. A..L 1982 s'B. 526. A..L 1985 H.B. 620) 

115.119. Polling place to be marked.-Each polling place shall be plainly marked 
with a sign posted in a place and manner sufficient to notify voters of the location 
of the polling place. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §5.020) 
Effeclive 1·/·78 

ELECTIONS, WHEN HELD-NOTICE, HOW GIVEN 

115.121. General election, when held-primary election, when held- general 
municipal election day defined.-l. The general election day shall be the first Tuesday 
after the first Monday in November of even-numbered years. 

2. The primary election day shall be the first Tuesday after the first Monday 
in August of even-numbered years. 

3. The election day for the election of political subdivision and special district 
officers shall be the first Tuesday in April each year; and shall be known as the 
"general municipal election day." 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §6.00I. A..L /978 H.B. 971. A..L 1993 S.B. 3/) 

115.123. Public elections to be held on Tuesdays, exceptions.-1. All public 
elections shall be held on Tuesday. Except bond elections necessitated by fire, vandalism 
or natural disaster, except elections for which ownership of real property is required 
by law for voting, except special elections to fill vacancies and to decide tie votes 
or election contests, except the presidential primary election, except elections authorized 
in subsection 4 of this section, * and except as otherwise expressly provided by city 
or county charter, all public elections shall be held on the general election day, the 
primary election day, the municipal primary day, municipal general election day, 
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in February, except in presidential election 
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years, March, June, August, or November or with an election on another day expressly 
provided by city or county charter. The election authority of each county shall make 
the selection of either the February or March election date, but not both dates for 
the same political subdivision or special district. After January I, 1978, no city or 
county shall adopt a charter or charter amendment which calls an election on any 
day other than the February or March, April, June, August, or November election 
days specified in this section. 

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 1 of this section, school districts 
may hold special levy elections on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in October. 
(L }977 H.B. 101 §6.005. A.L 1978 H.B. 971. A..L 1979 S.B. 175, A..L 1980 S.B. 734. A.L 1983 S.B. 
134. A.L 1986 H.B. 879 and S.B. 729. A.L 1987 S.B. 386, A..L 1993 H.B. 551 &: 551) 
• Revisor's note: "Subsection 4 of this section" was amended from this section aJ enacted by H.B. 551 
&: 551. 1993. 

115.124. Nonpartisan election in political subdivision, no election required if 
number of candidates filing is same as number of positions to be filled-exceptions.
Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, in a nonpartisan election in any political 
subdivision except for municipal, board of trustees of community college districts 
and school board elections, if the notice provided for in subsection 5 of section 115.127, 
has been published in at least one newspaper of general circulation in the district, 
and if the number of candidates who have ftled for a particular office is equal to 
the number of positions in that office to be filled by the election, no election shall 
be held for such office, and the candidates shall assume the responsibilities of their 
offices at the same time and in the same manner as if they had been elected. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, if at any election the 
number of candidates filing for a particular office exceeds the number of positions 
to be filled at such election, the election authority shall hold the election as scheduled, 
even if a sufficient number of candidates withdraw from such contest for that office 
so that the number of candidates remaining after the filing deadline is equal to the 
number of positions to be filled. 
(L 1m S.B. 862 §I) 

115.125. Notice of election, when given-exceptions.-Not later than 5:00 p.m. 
on the eighth Tuesday prior to any election, except a special election to decide an 
election contest, tie vote or an election to elect six members to serve on a school 
board of a district pursuant to section 162.241, RSMo, the officer or agency calling 
the election shall notify the election authorities responsible for conducting the election. 
The notice shall be in writing, shall specify the name of the officer or agency calling 
the election and shall include a certified copy of the legal notice to be published 
pursuant to subsection 2 of section 115.127. In lieu of a certified copy of the legal 
notice to be published pursuant to subsection 2 of section 115.127, each notice of 
a special election to fill a vacancy shall include the name of the office to be filled, 
the date of the election and the date by which candidates must be selected or filed 
for the office. Not later than the fourth Tuesday prior to any special election to 
fill a vacancy called by a political subdivision or special district, the officer or agency 
calling the election shall certify a sample ballot to the election authorities responsible 
for conducting the election. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §6.01O. A.L 1980 S.B. 734. A..L 1983 S.B.134, A..L 1986 H.B. 1676) 
Effective 1·19..a6 

115.127. Notice of election, how, when given-striking names or issues from 
ballot, requirements-declaration of candidacy, office" for political subdivisions or 
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special elections, fiUng date, when, notice requirements-candidate withdrawing, ballot 
reprinting, cost, how paid.--!. Except as provided in subsection 4 of this section, 
upon receipt of notice of a special election to fill a vacancy submitted pursuant to 
section 115.125, the election authority shaH cause legal notice of the special election 
to be published in a newspaper of general circulation in its jurisdiction. The notice 
shall include the name of the officer or agency calling the election, the date and 
time of the election, the name of the office to be filled and the date by which candidates 
must be selected or filed for the office. Within one week prior to each special election 
to fill a vacancy held in its jurisdiction, the election authority shall cause legal notice 
of the election to be published in two newspapers of different political faith and 
general circulation in the jurisdiction. The legal notice shall include the date and 
time of the election, the name of the officer or agency calling the election and a 
sample ballot. If there is only one newspaper of general circulation in the jurisdiction, 
the notice shall be published in the newspaper within one week prior to the eJection. 
If there are two or more newspapers of general circulation in the jurisdiction, but 
no two of opposite political faith, the notice shall be published in any two of the 
newspapers within one week prior to the election. 

2. Except as provided in subsections 1 and 4 of this section and in sections 
115.521, 115.549 and 115.593, the election authority shall cause legal notice of each 
election held in its jurisdiction to be published. The notice shall be published in two 
newspapers of different political faith and qualified under cbapter 493, RSMo, which 
are published within the bounds of the area holding the election. If there is only 
one so qualified newspaper, then notice shall be published in only one newspaper. 
If there is no newspaper published within the bounds of the election area, then the 
notice shall be published in two qualified newspapers of different political faith serving 
the area. Notice shall be published twice, the first publication occurring in the second 
week prior to the election, and the second publication occurring within one week 
prior to the election. Each such legal notice shall include the date and time of the 
election, the name of the officer or agency calling the election and a sample ballot; 
and, unless notice has been given as provided by section 115.129, the second publication 
of notice of the election shall include the location of polling places. The election 
authority may provide any additional notice of the election it deems desirable. 

3. The election authority shall print the official ballot as the same appears on 
the sample ballot, and no candidate's name or ballot issue which appears on the 
sample ballot or official printed ballot shall be stricken or removed from the ballot 
except on death of a candidate or by court order. 

4. In lieu of causing legal notice to be published in accordance with any of 
the provisions of this chapter, the election authority in jurisdictions which have less 
than five hundred registered voters and in which no newspaper qualified under chapter 
493, RSMo, is published, may cause legal notice to be mailed during the second 
week prior to the election, by first class mail, to each registered voter at his voting 
address. All such legal notices shall include the date and time of th~ election, the 
location of the polling place, the name of the officer or agency calling the election 
and a sample ballot. 

5. If the opening date for filing a declaration of candidacy for any office in 
a political subdivision or special district is not required by law or charter, the opening 
filing date shall be 8:00 a.m., the thirteenth Tuesday prior to the election. If the 
closing date for filing a declaration of candidacy for any office in a political subdivision 
or special district is not required by law or charter, the closing ming date shall be 
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5:00 p.m., the ninth Tuesday prior to the election. The political subdivision or special 
district calling an election shall, before the thirteenth Tuesday prior to any election 
at which offices are to be filled, notify the general public of the opening filing date, 
the office or offices to be filled, the proper place for filing and the closing filing 
date of the election. Such notification may be accomplished by legal notice published 
in at least one ne'wspaper of general circulation in the political subdivision or special 
district. 

6. Except as provided for in sections 115.247 and 115.359, ifthere is no additional 
cost for the printing or reprinting of ballots or if the candidate agrees to pay any 
printing or reprinting costs, a candidate who has filed for an office or who has been 
duly nominated for an office, may, at any time after the certification required in 
section 115.125 but no later than 5:00 p.m. on the sixth Tuesday before the election, 
withdraw as a candidate pursuant to a court order, which, except for good cause 
shown by the election authority in opposition thereto, shall be freely given upon 
application by the candidate to the circuit court of the area of such candidate's residence. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §6.0H. A.L 1978 H.B. 971, A.L 1979 S.B. 275, A.L 1982 S.B. 526. A.L 1983 H.B. 
713 Revision and S.B. 234, A.L 1988 H.B. 933, et aJ .. A.L 1989 H.B. 3J6, A.L /993 S.B. 31) 

115.129. Notice of election by mail authorized, contents of.-1. Not later than 
the fifth day prior to any election, the election authority may mail to each registered 
voter in the area of its jurisdiction in which the election is to be held, a notice of 
election which shall include the date and time of the election, the location of the 
voter's polling place and the name of the agency calling the election. The notice 
may also include a sample ballot. The election authority may provide any additional 
notice of the election it deems desirable. 

2. In any county the notice of election may state whether the election is a national, 
state, county, municipal, special purpose district or special election in lieu of stating 
the agency calling the election, provided that said notice also states the voters involved: 

(I) Township; 
(2) Election precinct; 
(3) Municipality, if any; 
(4) School district; and 
(5) Fire district. 

(L 1977 H.B. 101 §6.020, A.L 1978 S.B. 582) 

QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS AND REGISTRATION 

115.132. New resident, entitled to vote for president and vice president, pro
cedure-new resident defined.-l. As used in this section, the term "new resident" 
means a person who, immediately prior to his moving to this state, was a resident 
of another state and who has been residing in this state for a period sufficient to 
comply with any applicable federal law next preceding a general election. 

2. Every citizen of the United States who, at the time of any general election 
at which presidential electors or candidates for the offices of president or vice president 
of the United States are to be voted for, is a new resident, as defined in subsection 
1 of this section, of this state, shall be entitled to vote for presidential and vice
presidential electors at that general election, but for no other officers, if he: 

(I) Otherwise possesses the substantive qualifications to vote in this state, except 
the residency requirements; and 
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(2) Complies with the provisions of this section. 
3. Any person desiring to qualify under this section as a new resident voter 

to vote for presidential and vice-presidential electors shall not be required to register 
in order to vote in the precinct in which he resides, but, not more than nineteen 
days prior to such general presidential election nor later than 7:00 p.m. on the day 
of such election, shall make an application at the office of the election authority 
in the election jurisdiction in which he resides. Such application shall be in the form 
of an affidavit, shall be executed in duplicate in the presence of the election authority, 
or any authorized officer of the election authority, and shall be in substantially the 
following form: 
STATEOF ............................................................ . 
COUNTY OF .............•.......................................•........ , 55. 

I, ...........................•.................•.............•. " do solemnly swear that: 
L I am a citizen of the United States; 
2. Before becoming a resident of this state, I resided at ............... Street, in ....•.......... 

of ......•. County of (Here insert name of town, township, village or city) the state of ........ ; 
3. On the day of the next presidential election, I shall be at least eighteen years of age and I have 

or will have by the time of such next presidential election resided in this state (a period of time 
in ~or~ance with federal law) next preceding s~ch general presidential election and I am now 
resldmg In the ......................•... precmct, township of .........•............•... 
(or in the ............................... precinct of the ................•..•..........• 
ward •................• Street in the city of ..............•.• ), in the county of ..... 
state of Missouri; 

4. I believe I am entitled under the law of this state to vote at the presidential election to be held 
November .......•.............•................•.............. , 19 .... ; 

S. I hereby make application for a presidentia1 and vice-presidential ballot. I have not voted and 
will not vote otherwise than by this ballot at that election. 

Signed ........... , ..............•.. " ............ . 
(Applicant) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this .............. day of •............. , 19 ... . 

Signed ...........................................•.......... 
(Title and name of officer authorized to administer oath) 

4. The election authority in whose office an application is filed under subsection 
3 of this section shall immediately mail a duplicate of such application to the appropriate 
official of the state in which the new resident applicant last resided, and shall file 
the original of such application in its office. All applications filed with an election 
authority under this subsection shaH be indexed alphabetically and shall be retained 
for a period of six months from the date of the election at which the applicant voted 
under this section. 

S. If satisfied that an application made under this section is proper and that 
the applicant is qualified to vote under this section, the election authority of the 
election jurisdiction in which the applicant resides shall deliver to the applicant a 
ballot for presidential and vice-presidential electors not sooner than nineteen days 
nor later than 7:00 p.m. on the day of the next general presidential election. Upon 
receiving such ballot, the applicant shall mark it forthwith, in the presenCe of such 
election authority, or a duly authorized officer thereof, in a manner which prevents 
the election authority or officer from seeing how the ballot has been marked. The 
voter shall then fold the ballot in the presence of the election authority, or duly 
authorized officer thereof, so as to conceal the markings on the ballot, and deposit 
it and seal it in an envelope furnished by the election authority. The voter shall 
enclose the envelope containing the baUot in a carrier envelope which shall be securely 
sealed. There shall be imprinted on the outside of the envelope on a form substantially 
as follows: 
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DECLARATION OF NEW RESIDENT VOTER 

I hereby declare that 1 have qualified as a new resident voter in this state to vott for presidential 
and vice-presidential electors. I have not applied nor do I intend to apply Cor any absentee voter's ballot 
from any other state. I have not voted and I will not vote otherwise than by this ballot. 

My legal residence is in the .................... precinct, township of .................... (or in 
the ............ ; ... '" ................ precinct of the ...................•.............•. ward, 
...•......................... Street in the city of .•..•..•..................... ). in the county of 
................................................................. " state of Missouri. 

Dated: .............................................•.....•........ 
(Signature of voter) 

NOTE: False statement on this declaration is a class C misdemeanor. 

The voter shall sign the declaration upon the carrier envelope as set forth above, 
and shall then deliver the sealed carrier envelope to the election authority, which 
shall keep the carrier envelope in its office until delivered by it to the proper election 
officials to be canvassed. 

6. Making a false statement on any ballot declaration made under subsection 
5 of this section is a class C misdemeanor. 

7. All election authorities which receive applications for new resident voters under 
this section shall keep a list of such new resident voters, which list shall be open 
to public inspection during the normal business hours of the election authority. Such 
list shall contain the names of all persons who have applied under this section, their 
addresses, and the date of their application. 

8. All ballots marked by new resident voters as provided in this section shall 
be delivered and canvassed in the manner provided in the election laws of this state 
for absentee ballots. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the provisions of 
the election laws of this state relating to absentee voting shall also apply to the casting 
and counting of ballots and the challenging of votes by new residents, the furnishing 
of election supplies, the form of ballots, the canvassing of ballots, and making proper 
returns of the results of the election. 
(L 1983 S.B. 234. A.L 1985 H.B. 620. A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 

115.133. Qualifications of voters.-l. Except as provided in subsection 2 of this 
section, any citizen of the United States who is a resident of the state of Missouri 
and seventeen years and six months of age or older shall be entitled to register and 
to vote in any election which is held on or after his eighteenth birthday. 

2. No person who is adjudged incapacitated shall be entitled to register or vote. 
No person shaH be entitled to vote: 

(1) While confined under a sentence of imprisonment; 
(2) While on probation or parole after conviction of a felony, until finally 

discharged from such probation or parole; or 
(3) After conviction of a felony or misdemeanor connected with the right of 

suffrage. 
(L 1977 H.B. IOl §7.0IO. A.L 1979 S.B. 275. A.L 1982 H.B. 1600. A.L /983 S.B. « &: 45. A.L 1993 
H.B.23) 

115.135. Persons entitled to register, when-identification required.-l. Any 
person who is qualified to vote, or who shall become qualified to vote on or before 
the day of election, shall be entitled to register in the jurisdiction within which he 
or she resides. In order to vote in any election for which registration is required, 
a person must be registered no later than 5:00 p.m., or the normal closing time of 
any public building where the registration is being held if such time is later than 
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5:00 p.m., on the fourth Wednesday prior to the election. In no case shall registration 
for an election extend beyond 10:00 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday prior to the election. 
Any person registering after such date shall be eligible to vote in subsequent elections. 

2. No person shall be allowed to register unless he or she presents a valid Missouri 
drivers license or other form of personal identification at the time of registration. 
(L 1977 H.B. /OJ §7.015. A.L /982 S.B. 526, A.L /985 H.B. 620, A.L 1988 H.B. 933, et al .• A.L 
1993 H.B. 55J 8. 552) 

115.137. Registered voters may vote in all elections-exceptioD.-1. Except as 
provided in subsection 2 of this section, any citizen who is entitled to register and 
vote shall be entitled to register for and vote in all statewide public elections and 
all public elections held for districts and political subdivisions within which he resides. 

2. Any person who and only persons who fulfill the ownership requirements 
shall be entitled to vote in elections for which ownership of real property is required 
by law for voting. 
(L 1977 H.8. /01 §7.010) 
Fffective 1-1-78 

115.139. Unregistered voter may not vote-exceptioD.-Except as provided in 
subsection 2 of section 115.137 and section 115.277, no person shall be permitted 
to vote in any election unless he is duly registered in accordance with this subchapter. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10117.025) 
Fffective 1-1-78 

115.140. Handicapped and bearing impaired persons, provision for.-At least 
one-half of the voter registration sites provided by each election authority shall be 
accessible to handicapped persons. Each election authority shall also provide interpreter 
services upon request for persons with hearing impairments who wish to register. 
(L 1986 H.B. 1471, el aJ. §1) 

115.141. Registration to be supervised by election authority.-Each election 
authority shall supervise the registration of voters within its jurisdiction in accordance 
with this subchapter and shall direct the activities of all deputy registration officials. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §7.030) 
Effeclive 1-1-78 

115.143. Deputy registration officials, qualifications of, persons eligible to serve 
as.-I. Each election authority may appoint persons regularly employed in the office 
of the clerk of any city, town or village, any department of revenue fee office, or 
any school, library or other tax-supported public agency in its jurisdiction as deputy 
registration officials. 

2. Each election authority may appoint any number of additional persons to 
serve as deputy registration officials. Each such deputy shall be a registered voter 
in the jurisdiction of the appointing election authority. 

3. Each election authority may appoint, with the concurrence of the top ad
ministrator of each school, at least one staff person or instructor as a deputy registration 
official in each school that chooses to participate in voter registration. As used in 
this subsection, the term "school" means any school building in this state in which 
grades nine through twelve or grades ten through twelve are taught, including public, 
nonpublic, vocational and vocational-technical school buildings. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.035. A.L /981 S.B. 516) 
Effective 5-10-81 
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115.145. Registration duties of election authority.-Each election authority shall 
have the following duties with respect to registration: 

(I) To conduct registration at its office or offices throughout the entire year, 
including any three-week period prior to an election for the purpose of registration 
of persons for subsequent elections, on all usual business days and during its regular 
office hours in the manner required by this subchapter; 

(2) To instruct and direct each deputy registration official in the performance 
of his or her duties and to supply each deputy with the proper registration forms 
and other necessary supplies; and 

(3) To designate the times, dates and places or areas for additional voter 
registration by any deputy appointed pursuant to subsection 2 of section 115.143, 
and to publicize the times, dates and places or areas of such registration in any manner 
reasonably· calculated to inform the pUblic; provided, that the place or area for 
voter registration by deputies appointed under subsection 3 of section 115.143 shall 
be located in the school for which the deputy has been appointed. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.040. A.L 1982 S.B. 526, A.L 1988 H.B. 933. el 01.) 
• Word "reasonable" appears in original rolu. 

115.147. Deputy registration officials, duties or.-Each deputy registration official 
shall have the following duties: 

(I) To comply with all reasonable instruction and direction by the election 
authority which is not inconsistent with this subchapter; and 

(2) To conduct registration at his regular place of business throughout the entire 
year on all usual business days and at the usual office hours in the manner required 
by this subchapter, unless he has been appointed pursuant to subsection 2 or 3 of 
section 115.143, in which case he shall conduct registration during the dates and 
times 'and at the places or areas desigtlated by the election authority in the manner 
required by this subchapter. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10/ §7.045. A.L 1982 S.B. 526) 
Flfeclive 5-20-82 

115_149_ Election authorities' registration jurisdictions.-I. Within its jurisdic
tion, each election authority may register any person who is qualified to register 
in the jurisdiction. Each election authority may issue information cards to registered 
voters. 

2. Upon agreement with another election authority, any election authority may 
register any person qualified to register in its jurisdiction in the jurisdiction of the 
other election authority. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.050. A.L 1979 S.B. 275) 

IIS.ISt. Registration complete, when.-Each qualified applicant shall be deemed 
registered as of the time his completed, signed and sworn registration cards are witnessed 
by the election authority or his deputy registration official. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.055) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115_153_ Registration, where accomplished-exception.-Except as provided in 
section 115.159, each person who offers to register shall appear in person at a place 
of registry during a time provided by this subchapter. Each person shall answer truth
fully all questions as to identity, residence and qualifications required by this subchapter. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.060) 
Effective 1-1-78 
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lIS.1SS. Form for registration-oath.-1. Except as otherwise provided in 
section 115.163, the election authority shall provide two or more cards of different 
colors for the registration of each voter. Each card shall be in substantially the following 
form: 

Name 

Home Address 

City 

Date of Birth 

Telephone Number 
(OptionaJ) 

Occupation (Optional) 

Social Security Number 

(Optional) 
Remarks: 

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION 

Zip 

Township (or Ward) 

Precinct 

Required Persona1 

Identification Information 

Place of Birth 

Mother's Maiden Name 
(Optional) 

Last Place Previously Registered 

Under What Name 

When 

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of the state of Missouri. I am not declared incompetent 
by any court of law. If I have been convicted of a felony or of a misdemeanor connected with the right 
of suffrage, I have had the voting disabilities resulting from such conviction removed pursuant to law. 
I do solemnly swear that all statements made on this card are true to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. 

Signature of Voter Date 

Signature of Election Official 

2. After supplying all information necessary for the registration records, each 
applicant shaH take the oath inscribed on the registration cards and shall sign his 
full name to each of the cards, witnessed by the signature of the election authority 
or his deputy registration official. 

3. It shall be the responsibility of the secretary of state to prescribe specifications 
for voter registration documents so that they are uniform throughout the state of 
Missouri and so that registrations and transfers of registrations within the state may 
take place as allowed by law. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.065. A.L 1986 H.B. /471. t't 01" A.L 1988 H.B. 933, et 01 .• A.L 1993 S.B. 88) 



§115.159 CHAPTER 115 34 

115.157. Registration information may be computerized-voter lists may be 
sold-candidates may receive list for reasonable fee.-The election authority may 
place all information on any registration cards in computerized form. No election 
authority shall furnish to any member of the public a tape or printout showing any 
registration information, except as provided in this section. The election authority 
shall make available tapes, printouts and mailing labels showing voters' names, dates 
of birth, addresses, townships or wards, and precincts for a reasonable fee determined 
by the election authority. The election authority shall also furnish, for a reasonable 
fee, a printout, mailing labels or other record showing the names, dates of birth 
and addresses of voters, or any part thereof, within the jurisdiction of the election 
authority who voted in any specific election, including primary elections, by township, 
ward or precinct, provided·that the election authority enters such data into the computer 
data base. The election authority that has registration records in computerized form 
shall have printed in even-numbered years a copy of the voter registration list. One 
copy of the computerized printout, if available, shall be supplied to all candidates 
and party committees upon request for a reasonable charge. Any tapes, printouts 
or mailing labels provided under this section shall not include the telephone numbers 
and social security numbers of the voters. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.070, A.L 1981 S.B. 516, A.L 1986 H.B. 1471. el al .• A.L /988 H.B. 933. el aI., 
A.L 1993 S.B. 88) 

115.159. Registration by mail, form of application-rural voters not knowing 
township or section number, form-receipt of registration to be sent to applicant
returned receipt by post office, effect-voter I.D. card delivered to voter, when.
I. Any person who is qualified to register in Missouri shall, upon application, be 
entitled to register by mail. Upon request, application forms shall be furnished by 
the election authority to any person or group. The application for registration by 
mail shall be in substantially the following form: 

Name 

Home Address 

City 

Date of Birth 

Telephone Number 
(Optional) 

Occupation (Optional) 

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION BY MAIL 

PLEASE PRINT 

Township (or Ward) 

Precinct 

Social Security Number 

Mailing Address 
(if different) 

City 

Place of Birth 

Mother's Maiden Name 

Zip 
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Last Place Previously Registered 

Under What Name 

When 

RURAL VOTERS 
Please complete this section only if you live outside the city limits of any city, and you do not know 
the township and section number in which you Iivc. Please do not attempt to provide directions to get 
to the location. but instead describe where it is. 
I live ..........•..•.....•........ (number) miles ..•.....................•... (N,S.E. or W) and 
.... (number) miles ........................ (N,S,E, or W) of ........................ (landmark 

or highway junction), 
I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of the state of Missouri. I am not declared incompetent 
by any court of law. If I bave been convicted of a felony or of a misdemeanor connected with the right 
of suffrage, I have had the voting disabilities resulting from such conviction removed pursuant to law. 
Under penalties of perjury, a felony, I do solemnly swear that all statements made on this card are true 
to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Signature of Applicant nate 

2. Upon receipt of a completed and signed application, the election authority 
shall, if satisfied the applicant is entitled to register, transfer all data necessary for 
the registration records from the application to the registration cards. Within seven 
working days after receiving the application, the election authority shall send the 
applicant a receipt of registration by first class nonforwardable mail. The receipt 
of registration shall acknowledge receipt of the application and inform the applicant 
that he is required to vote for the first time following registration at the office of 
the election authority or at other polling places designated by the election authority. 
If the receipt of registration is returned by the postal service, the election authority 
shall remove the applicant's name from the voter registration file. Notwithstanding 
any provision of law to the contrary, the election authority shall not deliver any 
voter identification card to any person who registers pursuant to this section until 
after such person has voted, in person after presentation of a proper form of 
identification, for the first time following registration at the office of the election 
authority or at other polling places designated by the election authority. 

3. If, upon receiving an application for registration by mail, the election authority 
,determines the applicant is not entitled to register, it shall, within three working days 
after receiving the application, so notify the applicant by mail and state the reason 
it has determined he is not qualified. The applicant may secure review of the decision 
in the manner prescribed in section 115.223. 

4. All applications for registrati«;)fl by mail shall be preserved in the office of 
the election authority. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.075. A.L 1993 H.B. 551 & 552) 

115.161. Registration of persons unable to write.-I. If any person applying to 
register in person pursuant to this subchapter is unable to write, the election official 
shall fill in the registration cards, and the applicant shall sign by mark, witnessed 
by the election official. The election official shall note the applicant's height in feet 
and inches, weight, color of eyes and other distinguishing features under the title 
"Remarks" on the registration cards. 

2. If any person applying to register by mail pursuant to this subchapter is unable 
to write, a notary public or other officer authorized by law to administer oaths shall 
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fill in the application, and the applicant shall sign by mark, witnessed by the signature 
of the notary or other officer. The applicant may also sign his registration cards 
by mark, witnessed by the signature of a notary public or other officer authorized 
by law to administer oaths, and shall be required to provide to the election authority 
a description of his height in feet and inches, weight, color of eyes and other 
distinguishing features, which shall be noted by an election official under the title 
"Remarks" on the registration cards. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.080) 
Fllective /-/-78 

115.163. Precinct register required-computer or binder lists autborized
computer LD. cards, procedures and uses-list of registered voters available, fee.
I. Each election authority shall arrange one set of registration cards into permanent 
binders for each precinct, or it may authorize the creation of computerized lists for 
each precinct. The computerized lists or binder shall be arranged alphabetically or 
by street address as the election authority determines and shall be known as the 
"precinct register." At least one set of registration cards shall be arranged in a central 
file in such a manner as the election authority determines, and shall be known ':is 
the "headquarters register." The election authority shall be the custodian of the 
registration records, and no cards or records shall be removed or handled except 
at its direction and under its supervision. The precinct registers shall be kept by 
the election authority in a secure place, except when given to election judges for 
use at an election. All registration records shall be open to inspection by the public 
at all reasonable times. 

2. In counties using computer printouts as precinct registers, a new computer 
printout shall be printed prior to each election. 

3. In those counties using computer printouts as precinct registers, the election 
authority shall send to each voter a voter identification card before May thirty-first 
in each year in which a primary and general election will be held, unless the voter 
has received such a card during the preceding six months. The voter identification 
card shall contain the voter's name, address, precinct and a signature line. The card 
may also contain other voting information at the discretion of the election authority. 
The voter shall be instructed to sign the card for use as identification at the polls. 
The voter identification card shall be sent to a voter after a new registration or a 
change of address. If any voter shall lose his voter identification card he may request 
a new one from the election authority. The voter identification card authorized under 
this section may be used as a canvass of voters in lieu of the provisions set out 
in sections 115.179 to 115.193. Anyone, upon request and payment of a reasonable 
fee. may obtain a printout, list and! or computer tape of those newly registered voters or 
voters deleted from the voting rolls, since the last canvass or updating of the rolls. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §7.085. A.L 1983 S.B. 234. A.L 1985 H.B. 620, A.L 1986 H.B. 1471. et a/.J 

115.165. Transfer of registration, how, when-procedure.-l. Any registered 
voter who changes his place of residence within a county may transfer his registration 
by sending that election authority with which he is registered a signed application 
for transfer, or by appearing in person at the office of that election authority, or 
any other authorized place of registration within the county and making application 
for transfer. Each application for transfer shall contain the following: 

(I) Name in full; 
(2) Address at which registered; 
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. (3) New address; 
(4) City (if any) in which new address is located; 
(5) Phone number (if any) at new address; 
(6) Date of birth; 
(7) Date application is made; 
(8) Signature of voter; 
(9) Signature and title of election official receiving application. 

§1l5.165 

2. Any application for transfer received by an election authority or its deputy 
registration official outside the office of the election authority shall, within three 
working days of receipt, be transmitted to the office of the election authority, Upon 
receipt of an application for transfer at his office, the election authority 'shall compare 
the signature on the application with the signature on the voter's registration record. 
If the signatures are sufficiently alike to identify the applicant as the same person 
who registered to Yote, the election authority shall make the necessary changes in 
the registration records without delay. Upon making such transfer, the election 
authority shall, within a reasonable time after receiving the application, notify the 
voter his registration has been transferred. If the signatures are not sufficiently alike 
to identify the applicant as the same person who registered, the election authority 
shall, within three working days after receiving the application, notify the voter that 
he will have to appear in person at the office of the election authority and identify 
himself by answering questions such as are provided for the identification of a voter 
at the polls. 

3. If an election authority receives an application for transfer to the jurisdiction 
of another election authority within the same county, the election authority shall 
verify the application as provided in subsection 2 of this section and shall, within 
three working days after receipt of the application, forward a copy of the application 
and the voter's registration card to the election authority having jurisdiction for the 
new address. "If an election authority receives an application for transfer from a voter 
whose previous address is under the jurisdiction of another election authority within 
the same county, the election authority will forward the application to the other 
election authority for verification pursuant to subsection 2 of this section. The election 
authority with jurisdiction over the old address, shall, within three working days 
after receiving the application, forward a copy of the application and the voters 
registration card to the election authority having jurisdiction over the new address. 

4. Each qualified applicant shall be deemed transferred as of the time his completed 
and signed application for transfer is received in the office of the election authority 
having jurisdiction for the new address. 

5. Any registered voter who changes his place of residence within a jurisdiction 
at or before 5:00 p.m. on the third Wednesday prior to an election and does not 
transfer his registration at or before 5:00 p.m. on the third Wednesday prior to the 
election may transfer his address only at the office of the election authority and 
shall only be entitled to cast a vote in the election for presidential and vice-presidential 
electors, United States senator, representative in Congress, statewide elected officials 
and statewide questions, propositions and amendments, from the jurisdiction of his 
new residence without being registered at his new residence. Upon providing the election 
authority with identification and proof of residency at the new address, such voter 
shall be allowed to vote at the election authority's office at election day only. 

6. Any registered voter who changes his place of residence within a county after 
5:00 p.m. on the third Wednesday prior to an election may vote at the one election 
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fro'm the polling place of his previous residence. The voter may complete an application 
for transfer at the polling place of his previous address on election day, and the 
transfer shall be processed in the manner provided in subsection 2 of this section. 

7. If the applicant for registration was last registered in another county within 
this state or another state, he shall also sign a certificate authorizing cancellation 
of the former registration. The certificate shall be in s~bstantially the following form: 
To the election authority of .................... " this is to certify that I am registered in your (county) 
(city) and that my residence was ...........................•..•.. Having moved out of your (county) 
(city), I hereby authorize you to cancel said registration in your office. 
Done at .•..................... , Missouri, this .......... day of ......•........•..•..•• ,19 ... . 

(Signature of voter) 

(Election authority) 

The cancellation certificate may be mailed immediately by the election authority to the county clerk or 
election commissioner where the applicant was formerly registered. Receipt of such certificate shall be 
full authority for cancellation of any previow registration. 

(L 1977 H.B. /01 §7.090. A.L 1983 S.B. 234, A.L 1985 H.B. 620, A.L 1986 S.B. 709 and H.B. 1471. 
~t aJ., A.L 1988 H.B. 933, ~t al., A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 

115.167. Change of name of registered voter, procedure for.-If a registered voter 
obtains a lawful name change, including a change because of marriage, the voter 
shall notify the election authority of such change and the election authority shall, 
upon notification, enter the change on the voter's registration cards. After filling 
in the voter's new name and transferring other necessary information from the voter's 
previous registration cards to a new set of cards, the election authority may send 
new cards to the voter for signature or may require the voter to sign new cards 
at the polls. If the election authority does require the voter to sign new cards, the 
new cards shall become the voter's official registration cards. A registered voter who 
obtains a lawful name change may, after notifying the election judges of the name 
change, vote at one election under the previous name. The election judges shall notify 
the election authority of the voter's name change and the election authority shall 
enter the change on the voter's registration cards as provided for in this section. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.105, A.L 1983 s'B. 234, A.L 1988 H.B. 933, ~t al., A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 

115.169. Register delivered to polls, when.-Before the time fixed by law for 
the opening of the polls on election day, the election authority shall deliver the proper 
precinct registers to each polling place and shall make a record of the delivery. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.1I0) 
FJJ~ctiv~ 1-1-78 

115.171. Error in precinct record, corrected when_-If the election authority learns 
on election day that a registration record has been placed in the wrong precinct register, 
the election authority shall immediately have the error corrected. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.115. A.L 1983 S.B. 234) 

115.173. Applications and affidavits, where stored.-All applications and 
affidavits required by this subchapter shall be preserved in the office of the election 
authority. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.11O) 
F/f~ctiv~ 1-1-78 
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115.175. Class one election offense defined.-Any person who knowingly or 
willfully gives any false information for the purpose of establishing his eligibility to 
register to vote or who conspires with another person for the purpose of encouraging 
his false registration or illegal vote, or who pays or offers to pay, accepts or offers 
to accept payment for registering to vote or for voting, or who otherwise willfully 
and fraudulently furnishes false information to a registration official for the purpose 
of causing a false or fictitious registration, or who registers to vote with the intention 
of voting more than once in the same election shall be guilty of a class one election 
offense. 
(L 1977 H.B. IOJ §7.125) 

Fjfective /-J-78 

lIS.177. Registrations in effect January 1, 1978, to remain valid, exception.
Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed in any way as interfering with or 
discontinuing any person's valid registration which is in effect on January I, 1978. 
until such time as the person is required to transfer his registration or to reregister 
under the provisions of sections 115.001 to 115.641 and sections 51.450 and 51.460, 
RSMo.* 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.180) 
Effective 1-1-78 
·Sectioru 51.450 and 51.460 were added late in passage and were probably not intended to be considered 
as part of "this act': 

115.179. Registration records to be canvassed, when.-l. In each jurisdiction 
with a board of election commissioners, the board of election commissioners shall 
have the registration records of all precincts in its jurisdiction canvassed after May 
thirty-first and before October first in each odd-numbered year and may have all 
or any part of the records canvassed at any other time it deems advisable. 

2. ]n each jurisdiction without a board of election commissioners, the county 
clerk shall have the registration records of all precincts in its jurisdiction canvassed 
after May thirty-first and before October first in each year immediately prior to the 
election of a state auditor and may have all or any part of the records canvassed 
at any other time it deems advisable. 
(L 1977 B.B. 101 §7.300. A.L 1979 S.B. 275) 

115.181. Canvass, how conducted.-l. In its discretion, the election authority 
may order all or any part of a canvass to be made house-to-house, through the United 
States Postal Service, or by both methods. 

2. At the discretion of the election authority. the canvass may he made by including 
only those voters who did not vote at the last general election and those voters who 
registered since the last general election. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.305. AL 1985 H.B. 620) 

115.183. Verification list defined.-As used in this subchapter, the term 
"verification list" shall mean a list prepared under the supervision of the election 
authority which contains the name and address of each registered voter within a 
precinct. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.310) 
Qfective 1-1-78 
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11S.185. Canvassers, how selected-voter not at address, procedure followed
police protection, when.-I. Immediately before a house-ta-house canvass, the election 
authority shall prepare two verification lists for each precinct to be canvassed. 

2. For each precinct to be canvassed, the election authority shall appoint two 
registered voters from its jurisdiction, one from each major political party, to serve 
as canvassers of the precinct. The two canvassers, each having one of the verification 
lists, shall together call at each dwelling place in the precinct which is shown on 
the verification lists. 

3. If the canvassers find that any registered voter does not live at the address 
shown on the verification lists, they shall immediately leave a written notice at the 
address. The notice shall instruct the voter to appear before the election authority 
or its designated representative on the day or days designated to show cause why 
his name should not be removed from the registration records, or shall instruct the 
voter to sign and return the notice by a certain date, stating on the notice the reason 
his name should not be removed from the registration records. 

4. Whenever it deems necessary, the election authority may request that police 
protection be furnished canvassers while they perform their official duties. Such 
protection shall be promptly furnished by the appropriate authorities. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10117.315) 
Effective 1·1·78 

11S.187. Notice to show cause, how sent-persons found not to be residing at 
their registered addresses.-l. Immediately after calling at all dwelling places shown 
on the verification lists, the house-to-house canvassers shall report with the verification 
lists to the office of the election authority. Using postage and forms provided by 
the election authority, the canvassers shall as soon as possible prepare and mail a 
nonforwardable notice to each person who was not found to reside at the address 
shown on the verification lists. The notice shall instruct the voter to appear before 
the election authority on the day or days designated to show cause why his name 
should not be removed from the registration records or to sign and return the notice 
by a certain date, stating on the notice the reason his name should not be removed 
from the registration records. 

2. The canvassers shall make a list of all names and addresses with which notice 
was personally left during the canvass and attach the list to an affidavit, affirming 
that such notices were left by the canvassers at all addresses indicated. 
(L J977 H.B. JOI §7.320) 
Effective J·J·78 

IIS.189. Further investigation, wben.-Upon receipt of information from a house
to-house canvass or a canvass through the postal service indicating a voter may not 
reside at the address at which he is registered, the election authority may initiate 
further investigation of the voter's residence qualifications. 
(L J977 H.B. 10J §7.325) 
Effective J·J·78 

IIS.191. Investigative authorization of election authority.-The election authority 
may investigate the residence or other qualifications of any voter at any time it deems 
necessary. The election authority shall investigate material affecting any voter's 
qualifications brought to its attention from any source, and such investigations shall 
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be conducted in the manner it directs. The election authority may defer investigation 
of material brought to its attention within ten days of an election until after the 
election if it determines time does not permit an earlier investigation. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.330) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.193. Name stricken from register, when-reinstatement, when.-l. If, due 
to information received from a canvass or investigation, and the return of a 
nonforwardable first class letter seot to the address from which be is registered showing 
that he does not reside at such address, the election authority believes that any person 
does not reside at the address from which he is registered or is otherwise unqualified 
to vote, the election authority shall have his name removed from the registration 
records. 

2. If the election authority is satisfied, either by a voter's personal appearance 
or by his signed, returned notice, that he does reside at the address from which he 
is registered and is otherwise qualified to vote, the voter's name shall not be removed 
from the registration records. 

3. If the election authority believes that the name of any voter was improperly 
removed from the registration records, it may, by telephone or in writing on election 
day, authorize election judges to permit him to vote. The voter may be required 
to execute an affidavit of qualification on a form prescribed by the election authority 
before being permitted to vote. 

4. The election authority shall not remove the name of any voter from the 
registration records simply for failure to vote. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.J35, A.L 1982 S.B. 526) 
Effective 5-20-82 

115.195. Death, felony, and misdemeanor convictions, persons adjudged 
incapacitated-records, when obtained.-l. At least once each month, the election 
authority shall obtain from the state or local registrar of vital statistics, a list of 
the name and address, if known, of each person over eighteen years of age in its 
jurisdiction whose death has been reported to him. 

2. At least once each month, the election authority shall obtain from the clerk 
of the circuit court the name and address, if known, of each person over eighteen 
years of age in its jurisdiction who has been convicted of any felony, or of a misdemeanor 
connected with the right of suffrage. 

3. At least once each month, the election authority shall obtain from the clerk 
of the probate division of the circuit court the name and address, if known, of each 
person over eighteen years of age in its jurisdiction who has been adjudicated 
incapacitated and has not been restored to capacity. 

4. All state and local registrars and all clerks of probate divisions of the circuit 
courts and circuit courts shall provide the information specified in this section, without 
charge, when requested by an election authority. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.340, A.L 1983 S.B . . 44 &: 45, A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 

115.197. Governor to furnish list of persons pardoned.-Not later than October 
tenth each year, the governor of this state shall provide to each election authority 
in the state, without charge, the name and address, if known, of each person pardoned 
by him during the preceding calendar year. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.345) 
Effective 1-1-78 
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115.199. Deceased and incompetents removed (rom register, when-persons 
convicted and pardoned, how handled.-Each election authority shall remove from 
its registration records the names of voters reported dead or adjudicated incompetent 
and shall determine the voting qualifications of those reported convicted or pardoned. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 17.350) 
E1/eclive }·}·78 

115.221. Voting records to be inspected annuaUy.-At least once each year, each 
election authority shall have the voting records inspected and may investigate the 
qualifications of any person who has not voted or transferred his registration within 
the four preceding calendar years. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.355) 
Effective /-/-78 

115.223. Appeal of removal by voter, procedure.-Whenever a voter's name has 
been removed from the registration records by an election authority. the voter may 
appeal the removal to the circuit court. Unless prohibited by court rule, the petition 
may be filed in an associate circuit court division. No formal pleading shall be required, 
and it shall be sufficient for the voter to present to the court an application verified 
by affidavit setting forth that his name has been removed from the registration records, 
the date of such removal, and any other information showing his qualification to 
vote. The application shall first be presented to the election authority, which shall 

. either restore the voter's name to the registration records or furnish a statement showing 
the reason the voter's name was removed from the records. The court shall hear 
and dispose of such application forthwith. Evidence may be introduced for and against 
the application. If the court sustains the application, the court shall notify th~ election 
authority of its action, and the election authority shall restore the applicant's name 
to the registration records and note that it was restored by order of the court. No 
person whose name is restored to the registration records by order of the court shall 
be protected by such order if he is challenged or prosecuted for false registration 
or false voting. If a voter's name is restored to the registration records by the election 
authority or by order of the court on election day. the voter shall be permitted to 
vote in the office of the election authority. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §7.360. A.L /993 S.B. 3l) 

AUTOMATED VOTING EQUIPMENT 

115.225. Automated equipment to be approved by secretary of state-standards 
to be met-rules, promulgation, procedure, review.-l. Before use by election 
authorities in this state, the secretary of state shall approye the marking devices and 
the automatic tabulating equipment used in electronic voting systems and may 
promulgate rules and regulations to implement the intent of sections 115.225 to 115.235. 

2. No electronic voting system shall be approved unless it 
(1) Permits voting in absolute secrecy; 
(2) Permits each voter to vote for as many candidates for each office as he is 

lawfully entitled to vote for; 
(3) Permits each voter to vote for or against as many questions as he is lawfully 

entitled to vote on, and no more; 
(4) Provides facilities for each voter to cast as many write-in votes for each 

office as he is lawfully entitled to cast; 



43 ELECTION AUTHORITIES AND ELECTIONS §115.225 

(5) Permits each votcr at a general election to vote for all candidates of one 
party by ~ne punch or mark or to vote a split ticket, as he desires; 

(6) Permits each voter in a primary election to vote for the candidates of only 
one party announced by the voter in advance; 

(7) Permits each votcr at a presidential election to vote by use of a single punch 
or mark for the candidates of one party or group of petitioners for president, vice 
president and their presidential electors; 

(8) Accurately counts all proper votes cast for each candidate and for and against 
each question; 

(9) Is set to reject all votes, except write-in votes, for any office and on any 
question when the number of votes exceeds the number a voter is lawfully entitled 
to cast; 

(10) Permits each voter, while voting, to clearly see the ballot label. 
3. No rule or portion of a rule promulgated under the authority of this section 

shall become effective until it has been approved by the joint committee on 
administrative rules in accordance with the procedures provided herein, and the 
delegation of the legislative authority to enact law by the adoption of such rules 
is dependent upon the power of the joint committee on administrative rules to review 
and suspend rules pending ratification by the senate and the house of representatives 
as provided herein. 

4. Upon filing any proposed rule with the secretary of state, the fLling agency 
shall concurrently submit such proposed rule to the committee, which may hold hearings 
upon any proposed rule or portion thereof at any time. 

5. A final order of rulemaking shall not be fLIed with the secretary of state until 
thirty days after such final order of rulemaking has been received by the committee. 
The committee may hold one or more hearings upon such final order of rulemaking 
during the thirty-day period. If the committee does not disapprove such order of 
rulemaking within the thirty-day period, the filing agency may file such order of 
rulemaking with the secretary of state and the order of rulemaking shall be deemed 
approved. 

6. The committee may, by majority vote of the members, suspend the order 
of rulemaking or portion thereof by action taken prior to the ming of the final order 
of rulemaking only for one or more of the following grounds: 

(I) An absence of statutory authority for the proposed rule; 
(2) An emergency relating to public health, safety or welfare; 
(3) The proposed rule is in conflict with state law; 
(4) A substantial change in circumstance since enactment of the law upon which 

the proposed rule is based. 
7. If the committee disapproves any rule or portion thereof, the filing agency 

shall not me such disapproved portion of any rule with the secretary of state and 
the secretary of state shall not publish in the Missouri Register any final order of 
rulemaking containing the disapproved portion. 

8. If the committee disapproves any rule or portion thereof, the committee shall 
report its findings to the senate and the house of representatives. No rule or portion 
thereof disapproved by the committee shall take effect so long as the senate and 
the house of representatives ratify the act of the joint committee by resolution adopted 
in each house within thirty legislative days after such rule or portion thereof has 
been disapproved by the joint committee. 
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9. Upon adoption of a rule as provided herein, any such rule or portion thereof 
may be suspended or revoked by the general assembly either by bill or. pursuant 
to section 8, article IV of the constitution, by concurrent resolution upon recom· 
mendation of the joint committee on administrative rules. The committee shall be 
authorized to hold hearings and make recommendations pursuant to the provisions 
of section 536.037. RSMo. The secretary of state shall publish in the Missouri Register, 
as soon as practicable, notice of the suspension or revocation. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §8.005. A.L 199) S.B. 52) 

115.227. Consistent provisions of general law to apply to electronic voting 
systems.-All provisions of law not inconsistent with sections 8.001 to 8.040* shall 
apply with full force and effect to elections in each jurisdiction using an electronic 
voting system. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §B.OIO) 
F/fecti~ /. /·78 
·Sections 8.001 10 8'().I0 appear in original rolls. Neither section 8.001 nor 8.040 appear in the text of 
the act. The intervening sections which do appear have been renumbered and contain sections 115.215 
to IJ5.235. 

115.229. Electronic voting system may be used, when.-I. An electronic voting 
system may be used at any primary election if it has been approved by the secretary 
of state, complies with the provisions of section 115.225, and if the automatic tabulating 
equipment will reject each vote on which a voter has voted for candidates of more 
than one party. 

2. An electronic voting system may be used at any other election if it has been 
approved by the secretary of state and complies with the provisions of section 115.225. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §B.015. A.L 1985 H.B. 620) 

115.231. Electronic ballots, bow arranged.-l. In polling places using electronic 
voting systems, the ballot information, whether placed on the ballot card or on the 
marking device, may be arranged in vertical or horizontal rows, or on a number 
of separate pages. ]n any event, the name of each candidate, his party, the office 
for which he is a candidate and each question shall be indicated clearly on the ballot 
card or marking device. 

2. Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed as prohibiting the use of a separate 
paper ballot for questions in any polling place using an electronic voting system. 

3. Where electronic voting systems are used and when write-in votes are authorized 
by law, a write-in ballot, which may be in the form of a separate paper ballot, card 
or envelope shall be provided to permit each voter to write in the names of persons 
whose names do not appear on the ballot. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10/ §8.025) 
F/fecti~ J·/·78 

115.233. Testing of automatic tabulating equipment, when done, procedure.
Within five days prior to an election at which an electronic voting system is to be 
used, the election authority shall have the automatic tabulating equipment tested to 
ascertain that the equipment is in compliance with the law and that it will correctly 
count the votes cast for all offices and on all questions. At least forty..eight hours 
prior to the test, notice of the time and place of the test shall be mailed to each 
independent and new party candidate and the chairman of the county committee 
of each established political party named on the ballot. The test shall be observed 
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by at least two persons designated by the election authority. one from each major 
political party, and shall be open to representatives of the political parties, candidates, 
the news media and the public. The test shall be conducted by processing a preaudited 
group of ballots. If any error is detected, the cause shall be ascertained and corrected, 
and an errorless count shall be made before the tabulating equipment is approved. 
(L 1977 H.B. /OJ §B.OlO) 
F/lective /-/·78 

115.235. Preparation of marking devices required.-In jurisdictions where elec
tronic voting systems are used, the election authority shall cause the marking devices 
to be put in order, set, adjusted and made ready for voting, before they are delivered 
to polling places on election day, 
(L 1977 H.B. 10/ §B.03S) 
Flfective /-/-78 

115.237. Ballots, contents of-form of.-I. Each ballot printed for any election 
under the provisions of sections 115.001 to 115.641 shall contain all questions and 
the names of all offices and candidates certified or ftled pursuant to sections 115.001 
to 115.641 and no other. As far as practicable, all questions and the names of all 
offices and candidates for which each voter is entitled to vote shall be printed on 
one page except for the ballot for political party committee persons in polling places 
not utilizing an electronic voting system which may be printed separately and in 
conformity with the requirements contained in this section. As far as practicable, 
ballots containing only questions and the names of nonpartisan offices and candidates 
shall be printed in accordance with the provisions of this section, except that the 
ballot information may be listed in vertical or horizontal rows. The names of candidates 
for each office shall be listed in the order in which they are filed. 

2. Each ballot shall be plain paper, through which printing or writing cannot 
be read, and shall have: 

(I) Each party name printed in capital letters not less than eighteen point in 
size; 

(2) A circle one-half inch in diameter immediately below each party name; 
(3) The name of each office printed in capital letters not less tha~ eight point 

in size; 
(4) The name of each candidate printed in capital letters not less than ten point 

in size; 
(5) A small square, the sides of which shall not be less than one-fourth inch 

in length, printed directly to the left of each candidate's name and on the same line 
as the candidate's name. When write-in votes are authorized and no candidate's name 
is to be printed under the name of an office in a party or nonpartisan column, under 
the name of the office in the column shall be printed a square. Directly to the right 
of the square shall be printed a horizontal line on which the voter may vote for 
a person whose name does not appear on the ballot. When more than one position 
is to be filled for an office, and the number of candidates' names under the office 
in a column is less than the number of positions to be fdled, the number of squares 
and write-in lines printed in the column shall equal the difference between the number 
of candidates' names and the number of positions to be filled; 

(6) The list of candidates of each party and aU nonpartisan candidates placed 
in separate columns with a heavy vertical line between each list; 
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(7) A horizontal line extending across the ballot three-eighths of an inch below 
the last name or write-in line under each office in such a manner that the names 
of all candidates and all write-in lines for the same office appear between the same 
horizontal lines. If write-in votes are not authorized, the horizontal line shall extend 
across the ballot three-eighths of an inch below the name of the last candidate under 
each office; 

(8) In a separate column or beneath a heavy horizontal line under all names 
and write-in lines, all questions; 

(9) At least three-eighths of an inch below all other matter on the ballot, printed 
in ten point Gothic type, the words "Instructions to Voters" followed by directions 
to the voter on marking his ballot as provided in section 115.439; 

(10) Printed at the top on the face ofthe ballot the words "Official Ballot" followed 
by the date of the election and the statement "Instruction to Voters: Place an X 
in the square opposite the name of the person for whom you wish to vote." 

3. As nearly as practicable, each ballot shall be in substantially the following 
form: 
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OFFICIAL BALLOT 
DATE __________________ _ 

REPUBLICAN DEMOCRATIC THIRD PARTY 
0 0 0 

For President For President For President 
and and ond 

Vice President Vice President Vice President 
D ..... D ..... D ..... 

For United States For United States For United States 
Senator Senator Senator 
D ..... D ..... D ..... 

For Governor For Governor For Governor 
D ..... D ..... D ..... 

For Lieutenant For Lieutenant For Lieutenant 
Governor Governor Governor 
D ..... D ..... 0 . .... 

For Secretary For Secretary For Secretary 
of State of State of State 
D ..... D ..... D ..... 

For Treasurer For Treasurer For Treasurer 
D ..... D ..... D ..... 

For Attorney For Attorney For Attorney 
Cknera1 General General 
D ..... D ..... D ... .. 

F., F., F., 
United States United States United States 

Representative Representative Representative 
D ... .. D ..... D ..... 

For State For State For State 
Senator Senator Senator 
D ..... D ..... D ..... 

For State For State For State 
Representative Representative Representative 

D. .... D ..... D ..... 

For Circuit For Circuit For Circuit 
Judge Judge Judge 

0 ..... D ..... D ..... 

(L 1977 H.B. 101 §8.IOI, A.L 1979 S.B. 275, A.L 1982 S.R. 526) 
Effective 5·20-82 

INDEPENDENT 
0 

For President 
ond 

Vice President 
D ..... 

For United States 
Senator 
D ..... 

For Governor 
D ..... 

For Lieutenant 
Governor 
D ..... 

For Secretary 
of State 
D ..... 

For Treasurer 
D ..... 

For Attorney 
Genera] 
D ..... 

F., 
United States 

Representative 
D ..... 

For State 
Senator 
D ..... 

For Stale 
Representative 

D ..... 

For Circuit 
Judge 

D ..... 

115.239. Placement or party candidates on ballot, bow determined.-I. The party 
casting the highest number of votes for governor at the last gubernatorial election 
shall be placed in the first or left-hand column on the ballot. The party casting the 
next highest number of votes for the same office shall be placed in the next column 
to the right. and so on until all established parties have been placed. In order of 
the date their petitions were filed, new parties shall then be placed in columns to 
the right of the established party receiving the smallest vote for governor. If there 
is no more than one independent candidate for any office, all independent candidates 
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shall be placed in one column to the right of the new party filing the latest petition. 
If there is more than one independent candidate for any office, the candidate filing 
the earliest petition shaU be placed in the column to the right of the new party filing 
the latest petition. The independent candidate filing the next earliest petition shall 
be placed in the next column to the right, and so on until all independent candidates 
for the office have been placed. 

2. The name of each candidate shall be placed in the appropriate column by 
the election authority. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §B.IOS) 
Effective J-}-78 

115.241. Party emblem, where printed.-Each party emblem shall be printed on 
the ballot above the party caption. 
(L 1977 H.B. /OJ §8.110) 
FJfective /-J-78 

115.243. President and vice president to be considered one candidate-ballot, 
how printed, contents of.-1. For the purposes of sections 115.001 to 115.641 and 
sections 51.450 and 51.460, RSMo,* the candidates for president and vice president 
of the United States from any political party or group of petitioners shall be considered 
one candidate. The names of the candidates for president and vice president· from 
each political party or group of petitioners shall be enclosed in a brace directly to 
the left of the names in the appropriate column on the official ballot. Directly to 
the left of each brace shall be printed one square, the sides of which are not less 
than one-fourth inch in length. The names of candidates for presidential electors 
shall not be printed on the ballot but shall be filed with the secretary of state in 
the manner provided in section 115.399. 

2. A vote for any candidate for president and vice president shall be a vote 
for their electors. 

3. When presidential and vice-presidential candidates are to be elected, the 
following instruction shall be printed on the official ballot: "A vote for candidates 
for President and Vice President is a vote for their electors." 
(L /977 H.B. 10/ §B.l/5) 
Effective J·J-78 
·Sectioru 5/.450 and 5/.460 were added late in passage and were probably not intended to be considered 
as part of "this DC": 

115.245. Exact wording of the question certified by secretary of state to appear 
on baDot-aU questions to require a "yes" or "no" response.-l. All questions printed 
on the official ballot shall be phrased in such a manner that the required response 
is a "YES" or a "NO". Immediately beside or below each question, a "YES" and 
a "NO" shall be printed, immediately followed by a square, the sides of which are 
not less than one-fourth inch in length. Beneath the question and the "YES" and 
"NO" the following instruction shall be printed: "If you are in favor of the question, 
place an X in the box opposite ·YES'. If you are opposed to the question, place 
an X in the box opposite ·NO· ... 

2. When the secretary of state certifies a question to be submitted to a vote 
of the people, he shall include in his certification the exact wording of the question 
and the instructions. The wording certified by the secretary of state shall be printed 
on the official ballot, and no other wording shall be used to submit the question. 
(L J977 H.B. 10J §B./lO) 
Effective /-/-78 
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115.247. Election authority to provide all ballots-error in ballot, procedure to 
correct-all ballots printed at public expense.-I. Each election authority shall provide 
all ballots for every election within its jurisdiction. Ballots other than those printed 
by the election authority in accordance with sections 115.001 to 115.641 and sections 
51.450 and 51.460, RSMo,* shall not be cast or counted at any election. 

2. Whenever it appears that an error has occurred in any publication required 
by sections 115.001 to 115.641 and sections 51.450 and 51.460, RSMo,* or in the 
printing of any ballot, any circuit court may, upon the application of any voter, 
order the appropriate election authorities to correct the eITor or to show cause why 
the error should not be corrected. 

3. For each election, the election authority shall provide for each polling place 
in its jurisdiction fifty-five ballots for each fifty and fraction of fifty voters registered 
in the voting district at the time of the election. The election authority shall keep 
a record of the exact number of ballots delivered to each polling place. 

4. After the polls have closed on every election day, the election judges shall 
return all unused ballots to the election authority with the other election supplies. 
All unused ballots delivered to the election authority may be distributed by the election 
authority to schools in its jurisdiction. Before distribution, all unused ballots shall 
be stamped "void" by the election authority~ 

5. All ballots cast in public elections shall be printed and distributed at public 
expense, payable as provided in sections 2.500 to 2.545.·· 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §B.12S) 
Effective 1-1-78 
·Sections 51.450 and 51.460 were added late in passage and were probably not intended to be considered 
as part of'·thu act". 
··Sectioru 2.500 10 2.545 appear in originDl rolb. Section 2.500 does nOl appear in the text 0/ the act. 
The ~xt sectiorufollowing section 2.500 have been renumbered and consut o/sections 115.061 10 115.077. 

115.249. Standards required of voting machines.-No voting machine shall be 
used unless it 

(I) Permits voting in absolute secrecy; 
(2) Permits each voter to vote for as many candidates for each office as he is 

lawfully entitled to vote for, and no other; 
(3) Permits each voter to vote for or against as many questions as he is lawfully 

entitled to vote on. and no more; 
(4) Provides facilities for each voter to cast as many write-in votes for each 

office as he is lawfully entitled to cast; 
(5) Permits each voter at a general election to vote for all candidates of one 

party by use of a single lever or to vote a split ticket, as he desires; 
(6) Permits each voter in a primary election to vote for the candidates of only 

one party announced by the voter in advance; 
(7) Permits each voter at a presidential election to vote by use of a single lever 

for the candidates of one party or group of petitioners for president, vice president 
and their presidential electors; 

(8) Correctly registers or records and accurately counts all votes cast for each 
candidate and for and against each question; 

(9) [s provided with a lock or locks which prevent any movement of the voting 
or registering mechanism and any tampering with the mechanism; 

(10) Is provided with a protective counter or other device whereby any operation 
of the machine before or after an election will be detected; 
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(11) Is provided with a counter which shows at all times during the election 
how many people have voted on the machine; 

(12) Is provided with a proper light which enables each voter, while voting, to 
clearly see the ballot labels; 

(13) Is provided with a mechanical model, illustrating the manner of voting on 
the machine, suitable for the instruction of voters. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101183(0) 
Effective /-/-78 

115.251. Recording counters defined-machine may have device for preserving 
recording counter readings before and after election.-Any voting machine may be 
provided with a device for printing, embossing or photographing the recording counters 
before the poBs open and after the polls close. "Recording CouDters" are the counters 
which show the total number of votes cast for each candidate and for and against 
each question at any particular time. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10118.305) 
Ifffective J-J-78 

115.253. Voting machine ballot labels, how printed and displayed.-Priorto every 
election at which voting machines are used, the election authority shall insert ballot 
labels into the voting machines. The ballot labels shall be printed in black on white 
material of uniform size and shall fit the ballot frames of the machines. In its discretion, 
the election authority may print the names of the offices in red. The part of the 
ballot labels pertaining only to questions may be printed in black upon material 
tinted red. Mter the ballot labels have been inserted into the machines, the face of 
each ballot label shall be completely covered with a protective covering of smooth, 
hard, transparent material so that it is impossible to alter the face of the ballot label 
without removing or breaking the covering. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 18310) 
Effective J-J-78 

115.255. Voting machine ballots, information thereon, how arranged.-l. In 
polling places using voting machines, the ballot information may be arranged in vertical 
or horizontal rows. In any event, the name of each candidate, his party, the office 
for which he is a candidate and each question shall be indicated clearly on the ballot 
label. All ballot labels shall be placed to indicate clearly to the voter which key lever 
or other device to operate in order to vote on questions and for the candidates of 
his choice. 

2. Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed as prohibiting the use of a separate 
paper ballot for questions in polling places where voting machines are used. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 18315) 
Effective J-J-78 

115.257. Voting machines to be put in order, procedure to be followed.-1. In 
jurisdictions where voting machines are used, the election authority shall cause the 
voting machines to be put in order, set, adjusted and made ready for voting before 
they are delivered to polling places. Before delivery to the polling places, the election 
authority shall have all recording counters, except the protective counter on each 
voting machine set at zero (000). 

2. At least five days before preparing voting machines for any election, notice 
of the time and place of such preparation shall be mailed to each independent candidate 
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and the chairman of the county committee of each established political party named 
on the ballot. The preparation shall be watched by two observers designated by the 
election authority, one from each major political party. and shall be open to 
representatives of the political parties, candidates, the news media and the pUblic. 

3. When a machine has been examined by such observers and shown to be in 
good working order, the machine shall be locked against voting and sealed in their 
presence with a numbered metal seal. The observers shall certify the number on each 
machine, the number on each protective counter, the number on each seal and that 
each recording counter is set at zero. 

4. After a voting machine has been properly prepared, locked and sealed, its 
keys shall be retained by the election authority and delivered to the election judges 
along with the other election supplies. 

5. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the on-site storage of voting machines 
and the preparation of the machines for voting, provided the voting machines are 
put in order, set, adjusted and made ready for voting as provided in subsections 
I, 2, 3 and 4 of this section. . 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §8.320. A.L 1978 H.B. 971) 

115.259. Voting machines to be visible to election judges at poUs.-At each polling 
place using voting machines, the exterior of the voting machines shall be in plain 
view of the election judges. Each voting machine shall be so placed that, unless its 
construction requires otherwise, the ballot labels can be plainly seen by the election 
judges when not in use by voters. The election judges shall not be nor permit any 
other person to be in any position. or near any position, that enables them to see 
how any voter votes or has voted. The election judges may inspect any machine 
as necessary to make sure the ballot label is in its proper place and that the machine 
has not been damaged. 
(L /977 H.B. /0/ §8.315) 
EIJective /-/-78 

115.261. Voting machine not to be unlocked or opened during election, 
exception.-During an election, no door or other counter compartment covering shall 
be unlocked or opened or the counters exposed, except by direction of the election 
authority. and then only for good and sufficient reason. If the door or other counter 
compartment covering on any machine is opened by the election authority or his 
representative, the reason for such opening shall be stated in writing, signed by the 
election authority or his representative and attached to one statement of returns. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §8.330) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.263. No persons except voters to handle voting machine during election, 
exception.-After the opening of the polls, the election judges· shall not permit any 
person to handle any voting machine. except voters while they are voting and others 
expressly authorized by the election authority. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §8.335) 
EIJective /-/-78 

115.265. Inoperative voting machine, procedure to follow. -If any voting machine 
at a polling place becomes inoperative, the election judges shall immediately notify 
the election authority. If possible, the election authority shall repair or replace the 
machine. If a voting machine is replaced with another machine, the votes on both 
machines shall be recorded at the close of the polls and shall be added together 
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in determining the results of the election. If the inoperative machine cannot be repaired, 
and no other machine is available for use, paper ballots, made as nearly as practicable 
to the official ballot may be used. At the close of the polls, the votes on paper ballots 
and the votes on the voting machines shall be recorded and shall be added together 
in determining the results of the election. All paper ballots used pursuant to this 
section shall be used in accordance with the laws affecting paper ballots and shall 
be returned to the election authority as paper ballots are returned with a statement 
describing how and why the paper ballots were voted. 
(L 1977 H.B. /OJ §8.340) 
Effective J·J·l8 

115.267. Experimental use, adoption of or abandonment of automated voting 
equipment authorized.-Any election authority may adopt, experiment with or 
abandon any voting machine meeting the requirements of this subchapter or any 
electronic voting system approved for use in the state, or may lease one or more 
voting machines or other equipment, either with or without option to purchase, and 
may use any authorized voting equipment at any polling place in its jurisdiction. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §8.345) 
Fffecttve /-/-78 

115.269. Exhibition, demonstration and instruction on voting machines 
authorized.-For the purpose of giving instructions on their use, any election authority 
may designate suitable times and places for the exhibition and demonstration of its 
voting machines or marking devices. During such instructions, the voting machines 
and marking devices may contain sample ballot labels which show the names of offices 
and fictitious candidates. No voting machine shall be used for instruction after it 
has been prepared and sealed for use at an election, unless it is prepared again and 
resealed prior to the election. During the instructions, no counting mechanism on 
any voting machine shall be exposed to view. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 ~.350) 
Effective /-/-78 

115.271. Voting machines may be rented out or loaned to civic or educational 
organizations, wben, procedure.-l. While its voting machines or marking devices 
are not in use, the election authority may permit civic or educational organizations 
to use the machines or devices for the purpose of giving instructions on their use. 

2. Any election authority may rent its voting ml,l~hines or marking devices to 
any other group for use in its elections. 

3. At the discretion of the election authority, the machines or devices may be 
transported at the expense of the organizations using them. The president or secretary 
of each organization using such machines or devices shall sign a receipt therefor 
and shall agree in writing that the organization assumes liability for any damage 
or loss occurring to the machines or devices up to the time they are returned to 
the election authority and will return the machines or devices by a designated time. 
(L /977 H.B. /01 §8.355) 
Effective /·/-78 

115.273. Consistent general law to apply in jurisdiction. using voting machines.
All provisions of law not inconsistent with the provisions of sections 115.249 to 115.271 
shall apply with full force and effect to elections in jurisdictions using voting machines. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §8.360) 
Flfective /-/·78 
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ABSENTEE VOTING 

115.275. Definitions relative to absentee ballots.-l. As used in this subchapter, 
unless the context clearly implies otherwise, the term "absentee baUots" means the 
ballots designed to be voted away from the polls which list all the candidates and 
questions to be voted on at an election, and also the ballot containing only the names 
of federal candidates and candidates for statewide office. 

2. As used in this subchapter, "persons in federal service" includes: 
(1) Members of the armed forces of the United States, while in active service, 

and their spouses and dependents; 
(2) Active members of the merchant marine of the United States and their spouses 

and dependents; 
(3) Civilian employees of the United States government working outside the 

boundaries of the United States, and their spouses and dependents; 
(4) Active members of religious or welfare organizations assisting servicemen, 

and their spouses and dependents; 
. (5) Persons who have been honorably discharged from the armed forces or who 

have terminated their service or employment in any group mentioned in this section 
within sixty days of an election, and their spouses and dependents. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10119.001) 
E.ff~ctjv~ /-/-78 

115.277. Persons eligible to vote absentee.-l. Any registered voter of .this state 
may vote by absentee ballot if he expects to be prevented from going to the polls 
to vote on election day due to: 

(I) Absence on election day from the jurisdiction of the election authority in 
which he is registered to vote; 

(2) Incapacity or confinement due to illness or physical disability; 
(3) Religious belief or practice; 
(4) Employment as an election authority, as a member of an election authority, 

or by an election authority at a location other than his polling place; 
(5) Incarceration, provided all qualifications for voting are retained. 
2. Any person in federal service who is eligible to register and vote in any election 

in this state may vote in the election even if he is not registered. Each person in 
federal service may vote by absentee ballot or, upon submitting an affidavit that 
he is qualified to vote in the election, may vote at his polling place. 

3. Any person who is authorized to vote for federal officers by federal law may 
vote by absentee ballot for presidential and vice·presidential electors, United States 
senator, representative in Congress and statewide elected officials without being 
registered. Such person shall make an application for an absentee ballot not later 
than 7:00 p.m. on the day of the election. 

4. Any registered voter who moves from one jurisdiction in the state to another 
jurisdiction in the state after 5:00 p.m. or the normal closing time of the public place 
where registration for his new place of residence is being held if such time is later 
than 5:00 p.m. on the third Wednesday prior to an election may vote by absentee 
ballot at the election for presidential and vice-presidential electors, United States 
senator, representative in Congress, statewide elected officials and statewide questions, 
propositions and amendments from his new jurisdiction of residence without being 
registered in his new jurisdiction of residence. Such voter shall make an application 
for an absentee ballot not later than 7:00 p.m. on the day of the election. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §9.005. A..L 1982 S.B. 526. A..L 1986 H.B. U7/. et til .• A..L 1993 S.B. 31) 
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115.279. Application for absentee ballot, how made.-l. Application for an 
absentee ballot may be made by the applicant in person or by mail, or for the applicant, 
in person, by his or her guardian or a relative within the second degree by consanguinity 
or affinity. 

2. Each application shall be made to the election authority of the jurisdiction 
in which the person is or would be registered. Each application shall be in writing 
and shall state the applicant's name, address at which he or she is or would be registered, 
his or her reason for voting an absentee ballot and the address to which the ballot 
is to be mailed, if mailing is requested. Each application to vote in a primary election 
shall also state which ballot the applicant wishes to receive. If any application fails 
to designate a ballot, the election authority shall, within three working days after 
receiving the application, notify the applicant by mail that it will be unable to deliver 
an absentee ballot until the applicant designates which ballot he or she wishes to 
receive. 

3. All applications for absentee ballots received prior to the sixth Tuesday before 
an election shall be stored at the office of the election authority until such time as 
the applications are processed in accordance with section 115.281. No application 
for an absentee ballot submitted by mail or by a guardian or relative after 5:00 p.m. 
on the Wednesday immediately prior to the election shall be accepted by any election 
authority. No application for an absentee ballot submitted by the applicant in person 
after 5:00 p.m. on the day before the election shall be accepted by any election authority. 

4. Each application for an absentee ballot shall be signed by the applicant or, 
if the application is made by a guardian or relative pursuant to the provisions of 
this section, the application shall be signed by the guardian or relative, who shall 
note on the application his or her relationship to the applicant. If an applicant, guardian 
or relative is blind, unable to read or write the English language or physically incapable 
of signing the application, he or she shall sign by mark, witnessed by the signature 
of an election official or person of his or her own choosing. Any person who knowingly 
makes, delivers or mails a fraudulent absentee ballot application shall be guilty of 
a class one election offense. 

5. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any resident of the state of Missouri 
who resides outside the boundaries of the United States or who is on active duty 
with the armed forces of the United States or members of their immediate family 
living with them may request an absentee ballot for both the primary and subsequent 
general election with one application. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §9.0JO. A.L 1988 H.B. 933. ~t 01.) 

115.281. Absentee baUots to be printed, when.-l. Not later than the sixth 
Tuesday prior to each election, or within fourteen days after candidates' names or 
questions are certified pursuant to section 115.125, the election authority shall cause 
to have printed and made available a sufficient quantity of absentee ballots, ballot 
envelopes and mailing envelopes. As soon as possible after the proper officer calls 
a special state or county election, the election authority shall cause to have printed 
and made available a sufficient quantity of absentee ballots, ballot envelopes and 
mailing envelopes. 

2. All absentee baUots for an election shall be in the same form as the official 
ballots for the election, except that in lieu of the words "Official Ballot" at the top 
of the ballot, the words "Official Absentee BaUat" shall appear. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §9.015. A.L 1983 S.B. 234. A.L 1984 S.B. 682) 
Effective 4-18-84 
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115.283. Statements of absentee voters-forms-notary seal Dot required, wben.
I. Each ballot envelope shall bear a statement on which the voter shall state his 
name, his voting address, his mailing address and his reason for voting an absentee 
ballot. On the form, the voter shall also state, under penalties of perjury that he 
is qualified to vote in the election, that he has not previously voted and will not 
vote again in the election, that he has personally marked his ballot in secret or supervised 
the marking of his ballot if he is unable to mark it, that the ballot has been placed 
in the ballot envelope and sealed by him or under his supervision if he is unable 
to seal it, and that all information contained in the statement is true. Persons authorized 
to vote only for federal and statewide officers shall also state their former Missouri 
residence. 

2. The statement for persons voting absentee ballots who are registered voters 
shall be in substantially the following form: 

State of Missouri 
County (City) of .................... . 
I, ............... (print name), a registered voter of ............... County (City of St. Louis, Kansas 
City), declare under the penalties of perjury that , expect to be prevented from going to the polls on 
election day due to (check one): 

· ..... absence on election day from the jurisdiction of the election authority in which' am registered; 
· ..... incapacity or confinement due to Wness or physical disability; 
· ..... religious belief or practice; 
· ..... employment as an election authority or by an election authority at a location other 

than my polling place; 
..... incarcera~on, although I have retained all the neceSsary qualifications for voting. 

, hereby state under penalties of perjury that I am qualified to vote at this election; I have not voted 
and will not vote other than by this ballot at this election. I further state that I marked the enclosed 
ballot in secret or that I am blind. unable to read or write English, or physically incapable of marking 
the ballot, and the person of my choosing indicated below marked the ballot at my direction; all of 
the information on this statement is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true. 

Signature of Voter 

Address of Voter 

Signature of Person 
Assisting Voter 
(if applicable) 

Subscribed and sworn to 
before me this ..... day 

of ........... , 19 .. . 

Mailing addresses 
(if different) 

Signature of notary 
or other officer authorized 

to administer oaths 

3. The statement for persons voting absentee ballots under the provisions of 
subsection 2, 3 or 4 of section 115.277 without being registered shall be in substantially 
the following form: 
State of Missouri 
County (City) of .................... . 
It ••.•..•....•..•..•.•...•.•• (print name), declare under the penalties of perjury that 1 am a citizen of 
the United States and eighteen years of age or older. I am not declared incompetent by any court of 
law, and if I have been convicted of a felony or of a misdemeanor connected with the right of suffrage, 
I have bad the voting disabilities resulting from such conviction removed pursuant to law. I hereby state 
under penruties of perjury that I am qualified to vote at this election. 

(I) I am a resident of the state of Missouri and (check one): 
· ..... am a member of the U.S. armed forces in active service; 
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· ..... am an active member of the u.s. merchant marine; 
· ..... am a civilian employee of the U.S. government working outside the United States: 
· ..... am an active member of a religious or welfare organization assisting servicemen; 
· ..... have been honorably discharged or terminated my service: in one of the groups mentioned above 

within sixty days of this election; 
am a spouse or dependent of one of the above; 
am a registered voter in ..•......• County and moved from that county to ..•..•.... County, 
Missouri, after 5:00 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday prior to this election. 

OR (check if applicable) 

(2) ...... I am a former resident of Missouri and authorized to vote for federal officers by federal 
law. 

I further state under penalties of pcJjury that I have not voted and will not vote other than by this 
ballot at this election; I marked the enclosed ballot in secret or am blind, unable to read or write English, 
or physica1ly incapable of marking the ballot, and the person of my choosing indicated below marked 
the ballot at my direction; all of the information on this statement is to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. true. 

Signature of Voter 

Address of Voter 

Mailing Address (if different) 

Signature of Person 
Assisting Voter 
(if applicable) 

Subscribed to and sworn before 
me this .... day of .... , 19 .... 

Signature of notary or other 
officer authorized to 

administer oaths 

Address of Last Missouri 
Residence 

(for persons authorized to 
vote for federal officers 

by federal law) 

4. The statement for persons voting absentee ballots who are entitled to vote 
at the election under the provisions of subsection 2 of section 115.137 shall be in 
substantially the following form: 
State of Missouri 
County (City) of ........................................ . 

I. . ................... (print name), declare under the penalties of perjury that I expect to be prevented 
from going to the polls on election day due to (check one): . 

· ..... absence on election day from the jurisdiction of the election authority in which I am directed 
to vote; 

· ... " incapacity or confinement due to illness or physical disability; 
· ..... religiow belief or practice; 
· ..... employment as an election authority or by an election authority at a location other than my 

polling place; 
· ..... incarceration. a1tbough I have retained all the necessary qualifications of voting. 

I bereby state under penalties of perjury tbat lawn property in the .......•.... district and am qualified 
to vote at tbiJ election; I have not voted and will not vote other than by this ballot at this election. 
I further state that I marked the enclosed ballot in secret or that I am blind. unable to read and write 
English. or physically incapable of marking the ballot. and the person of my choosing indicated below 
marked the ballot at my direction; all of the information on this statement is. to the best of my knowledge 
and belief, true. 
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Signature of Voter 

Address 

Signature of Person 
Assisting Voter 
(if applicable) 

Subscribed and sworn to before 
mcthis ..... day of ..•..• 19 .... 

Signature: of notary or other 
officer authorized to 

administer oaths 

S. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, any resident of the state 
of Missouri who resides outside the boundaries of the United States or who is on 
active duty with the armed forces of the United States or members of their immediate 
family living with them or persons who are permanently disabled if they have filed 
a statement by a physician attesting to their permanent disability which would require 
the person to vote an absentee ballot with the election authority within the jurisdiction 
of their residence, otherwise entitled to vote, shall not be required to obtain a notary 
seal or signature on his absentee ballot. 

6. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section or section 115.291 to the 
contrary, the subscription, signature and seal of a notary or other officer authorized 
to administer oaths shall not be required on any ballot, ballot envelope, or statement 
required by this section if the reason for the voter voting absentee is due to illness 
or physical disability. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §9.020. A.L 1982 S.B. 526. A.L 1983 S.B. 234. A.L 1985 H.B. 620, A.L 1986 H.B. 
1471. tt aJ .. A.L 1993 H.B. 551 & 552) 

115.285. Secretary of state may prescribe regulations as to printing absentee ballot 
and mailing envelopes.-The secretary of state may prescribe uniform regulations 
with respect to the printing of ballot envelopes and mailing envelopes, which shall 
comply with standards established by federal law. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 19.025. A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 

115.287. Absentee ballot, how delivered.-l. Upon receipt of a signed application 
for an absentee ballot and if satisfied the applicant is entitled to vote by absentee 
ballot, the election authority shall, within three working days after receiving the ap
plication, or if absentee ballots are not available at the time the application is received, 
within five working days after they become available, deliver to the voter an absentee 
ballot, ballot envelope and such instructions as are necessary for the applicant to 
vote. Delivery shall be made to the voter personally in the office of the election 
authority or by bipartisan teams appointed by the election authority, or by first class, 
registered, or certified mail at the discretion of the election authority. Where the 
election authority is a county clerk, the members of bipartisan teams representing 
the political party other than that of county clerk shall be selected from a list of 
persons submitted to the county clerk by the county chairman of that party. If no 
list is provided by the time that absentee ballots are to be made available, the county 
clerk may select a person or persons from lists provided in accordance with section 
115.087. If the election authority is not satisfied that any applicant is entitled to 
vote by absentee ballot, it shall not deliver an absentee ballot to the applicant. Within 
three working days of receiving such an application, the election authority shall notify 
the applicant and state the reason he or she is not entitled to vote by absentee ballot. 
The applicant may appeal the decision of the election authority to the circuit court 
in the manner provided in section 115.223. 
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2. If any voter from the jurisdiction has become hospitalized in the county in 
which the jurisdiction is located or in any county or in the jurisdiction of an adjoining 
election authority within the same county after 5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday before 
an election, if any voter from the jurisdiction has become confined due to illness 
or injury after 5:00 p.m. on the Wednesday before an election or if any voter from 
the jurisdiction is confined in an adult boarding facility, intermediate care facility, 
residential care facility. or skilled nursing facility, as defined in section 198.006, RSMo, 
in the jurisdiction. the election authority may appoint a team to deliver, witness the 
signing of and return the voter's application and deliver, witness the voting of and 
return the voter's absentee ballot. In counties of the first class with a charter form 
of government and in cities not within a county, and in each city which has over 
three hundred thousand inhabitants, and is situated in more than one county, if the 
election authority receives ten or more applications for absentee ballots from the 
same address it may appoint a team to deliver and witness the voting and return 
of absentee ballots by voters residing at that address, except when such addresses 
are for an apartment building or other structure wherein individual living units are 
located, each of which has its own separate cooking facilities. Each team appointed 
under the provisions of this subsection shall consist of two registered voters, one 
from each major political party. Both members of any team appointed pursuant to 
this subsection shall be present during the delivery, signing or voting and return of 
any application or absentee ballot signed or voted pursuant to this subsection. 

3. On the mailing and ballot envelopes for each applicant in federal service, 
the election authority shall stamp prominently in red the words "FEDERAL BALLOT, 
STATE OF MISSOURI" and "U.S. Postage Paid, 42 USC, 1973 DO". 

4. No information which encourages a vote for or against a candidate or issue 
shall be provided to any voter with an absentee ballot. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §9.030. A..L 1982 S.B. 526. A..L 1983 S.B. 234. A..L /985 H.B. 620. A..L 1988 H.B. 
933. ~t a/.J 

115.289. Confidentiality oC applications Cor absentee ballots, list available to 
authorized persons, Cree-certain cities and counties, special provision, violation, pen
alty.-l. Except as provided in subsection 3 of this section, as applications for absentee 
ballots are received, the election authority shall list the name, voting address and 
mailing address, if different, of each applicant. Any person authorized under subsection 
2 of this section may copy the list, and the election authority may make copies of 
the list available to such persons for a reasonable fee determined by the election 
authority. 

2. Except as provided in subsection 4 of this section, all lists of applications 
for absentee ballots shall be kept confidential to the extent that such lists of applications 
shall not be posted or displayed in any area open to the general public, nor shall 
such lists of applications be shown to any person who is not entitled to see such 
lists of applications, either pursuant to the provisions of this chapter or any other 
provisions of law. Persons entitled to see such lists shall include a candidate or a 
duly authorized representative of a campaign committee as defined in section 130.011, 
RSMo, or any person with written authorization from a candidate, or any person 
that has applied for an absentee ballot. 

3. In each city not within a county, in each first class county containing the 
major portion of a city which has over three hundred thousand inhabitants, and 
in that portion of each city which has over three hundred thousand inhabitants and 
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located in more than one county, situated in the county containing the major portion 
. of the city, as applications for absentee ballots are received, the election authority 
shall list the name, voting address and mailing address, if different, of each applicant. 
Prior to 8:00 a.m. on the Friday before an election all absentee ballot applications, 
lists of absentee ballot applications, or any information contained on the absentee 
ballot applications shall be kept confidential. Use of the applications, lists or in
formation contained thereon by the election authority prior to 8:00 a.m. on the Friday 
before an election for purposes other than processing absentee ballots shall be deemed 
a class one election offense. After 8:00 a.m. on the Friday before an election any 
person authorized under subsection 4 of this section may copy the list, and the election 
authority may make copies of the list available to such persons for a reasonable 
fee determined by the election authority. 

4. In each city not within a county, in each first class county containing the 
major portion of a city which has over three hundred thousand inhabitants, and 
in that portion of each city which has over three hundred thousand inhabitants and 
located in more than one county. situated in the county containing the major portion 
of the city, after 8:00 a.m. on the Friday before an election, all lists of applications 
for absentee ballots shall be kept confidential to the extent that such lists of applications 
shall not be posted or displayed in any area open to the general public, nor shall 
such lists of applications be shown to any person who is not entitled to see such 
lists of applications, either pursuant to the provisions of this chapter or any other 
provisions of law. Persons entitled to see such lists shall include a candidate or a 
duly authorized representative of a campaign committee as defined in section 130.011, 
RSMo, or any person with written authorization from a candidate, or any person 
that has applied for an absentee ballot. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §9.035, A.L 1982 S.B. 526, A.L 1983 S.B. 234) 

115.290. Registering by mail and voting absentee ballot to provide sworn affidavit, 
exception.-Any person registered by mail under the provisions of section 115.159 
and voting by absentee ballot shall provide an affidavit subscribed and sworn to 
as provided in section 115.291 regardless· of the cause for requesting such ballot unless 
the voter is exempt from such requirement under section 1973ee-3, title 42, United 
States Code. 
(L 1993 H.B. 551 & 552 §J) 

115.291. ConfidentiaUty of appUcations for absentee ballots, list available to 
authorized persons free-certain cities and counties, special provisions, violations, 
penalty-fax, transmission may be used to deliver or return ballot, when.-I. Upon 
receiving an absentee ballot, the voter shall mark his ballot in secret, place the ballot 
in the ballot envelope, seal the envelope and fill out the statement on the ballot 
envelope. The affidavit of each person voting an absentee ballot shall be subscribed 
and sworn to before the election official receiving the ballot, a notary public or other 
officer authorized by law to administer oaths, unless the voter is voting absentee 
due to incapacity or confinement due to illness or physical disability. If the voter 
is blind, unable to read or write the English language, or physically incapable of 
voting his ballot, he may be assisted by a person of his own choosing. Any person 
assisting a voter who is not entitled to such assistance, and any person who assists 
a voter and in any manner coerces or initiates a request or a suggestion that the 
voter vote for or against or refrain from voting on any question, ticket or candidate, 
shall be guilty of a class one election offense. If, upon counting, challenge or election 
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contest, it is ascertained that any absentee ballot was voted with unlawful assistance, 
the ballot shall be rejected. 

2. Each absentee ballot shall be returned to the election authority in the ballot 
envelope and shall only be returned by the voter in person, by mail or registered 
carrier or by a team of deputy election authorities. 

3. In cases of an emergency declared by the President of the United States or 
the governor of this state where the conduct of an election may be affected, the 
secretary of state may provide for the delivery and return of absentee ballots by 
use of a facsimile transmission device or system. Any rule promulgated pursuant 
to this subsection shall apply to a class or classes of voters as provided for·by the 
secretary of state. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §9.040. A.L J983 S.B. 234. A.L 1993 H.8. 55/ & 552 and S.B. 3J) 

115.292. Special write-in absentee ballot for persons in military service or remote 
areas for aU officers, forms, procedure-write-in ballot to be replaced by regular 
ballot, when, effect.-l. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a 
qualified absentee voter, as described in subsection 3 of this section, may apply within 
eighty days of a general election for a special write-in absentee ballot. Such a ballot 
shall be for voting for all offices being contested at such election. 

2. A qualified absentee voter applying for a special write-in absentee ballot 
pursuant to this section shall apply to the local election authority of the area which 
contains his last residence in this state for such ballot. The application for a special 
write-in absentee ballot may be made on the federal postcard application form, by 
letter, or on a form provided by the local election authority. 

3. In order to qualify for a special write-in absentee ballot, the voter shall state 
that he is unable to vote by any other means due to requirements of military service 
or due to living in isolated or extremely remote areas of the world. This statement 
may be made by federal postcard application, by letter, or on a form prepared by 
the local election authority. 

4. Upon receipt of the application, the election authority shall issue a special 
write-in absentee ballot. Such ballot shall permit the voter to cast a ballot by writing 
in a party preference for each office, the names of specific candidates, or the names 
of persons whom the voter prefers. 

5. The election authority shall issue a regular absentee ballot as soon as such 
ballots are available. If both the regular absentee ballot and the special write-in absentee 
ballot are returned, the regular absentee ballot shall be counted and the special write
in absentee ballot shall be voided. 
(L 1988 H.B. 933, et aJ., A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 

115.193. Absentee baOots Dot eligible to be counted, when, procedure.-l. All 
proper votes on each absentee ballot received by an election authority at or before 
the time fixed by law for the closing of the polls on election day shall be counted. 
No votes on any absentee ballot received by an election authority after the time 
fixed by law for the closing of the polls on election day shall be counted. 

2. If sufficient evidence is shown to an election authority that any absentee voter 
has died prior to the opening of the polls on election day, the ballot of the deceased 
voter shall be rejected. Any ballot so rejected, still sealed in its ballot envelope, shall 
be sealed with the application and any other papers connected therewith in an envelope 
marked "Rejected ballot of ................... , an absentee voter of .................. . 
voting district". The reason for rejection shall be noted on the envelope, which shall 
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be kept by the election authority with the other ballots from the election until the 
ballots are destroyed according to law. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §9.(45) 
Fffect!ve /-/-78 

115.294. Reason for voting absentee not stated on ballot envelope, effect.-Other 
provisions of law to the contrary notwithstanding, no absentee ballot shall be rejected 
for failure of the voter to state on the ballot envelope his reason for voting an absentee 
ballot. 
(L 1989 H.B. 884 §J) 
Effective 5-4-89 

115.295. Faulty statement, effect Dr.-I. As each absentee ballot is received by 
the election authority, the election authority shall indicate its receipt on the list. 

2. If the statements on any ballot envelope have not heen completed, the absentee 
ballot in the envelope shall be rejected. 

3. All ballot envelopes received by the election authority shall be kept together 
in a safe place and shall not be opened except as provided in this subchapter. 
(L /977 H.B. 10/ §9.050, A.L /983 S.B. 234) 

115.297. Precinct registers to show absentee ballots received-judges to be notified 
oflate absentee ballots received-voting absentee and at polls, procedure for.-Before 
the precinct registers are delivered to the polling places for an election, the election 
authority shaH record in the precinct registers those voters who have submitted an 
absentee ballot and are ineligible to vote at the polls. On election day, the election 
authority shall notify the appropriate election judges of any absentee ballot received 
by the election authority not previously recorded in a precinct register. The election 
authority shall record the fact in the appropriate precinct register and shall not allow 
any person who has voted an absentee ballot in the election to vote at the pons 
on election day. After the election and before convening the verification board, the 
election authority shall record in the precinct registers those voters whose absentee 
ballots were received too late to permit previous recording in the 'precinct registers. 
If it is determined that any voter submitted an absentee ballot and voted at the polls 
on election day. the election authority shall certify the fact and the name of the 
voter to the verification board. Such certificate shall be included with the abstracts 
drawn by the verification board. 
(L /977 H.B. /0/ §9.055, A.L /986 H.B. /47/, t't al.) 

n5.299. Absentee ballots, how counted.-l. To count absentee votes on election 
day, the election authority shall appoint a sufficient number of teams of election 
judges. Each team shall consist of four judges, two from each major political party. 

2. The teams so appointed shall meet on election day after the time fixed by 
law for the opening of the polls at a central location designated by the election authority. 
The election authority shall deliver the absentee ballots to the teams, and shall maintain 
a record of the delivery. The record shall include the number of ballots delivered 
to each team and shall include a signed receipt from two judges, one from each 
major political party. The election authority shall provide each team with a ballot 
box, tally sheets and statements of returns as are provided to a polling place. 

3. Each team shall count votes on all absentee ballots designated by the election 
authority. 

4. One member of each team, closely observed by another member of the team 
from a different political party, shall open each envelope and call the voter's name 
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in a clear voice. Without unfolding the ballot, two team members, one from each 
major political party, shall initial the ballot, and an election judge shall place the 
ballot, still folded, in a ballot box. No ballot box shall be opened until all of the 
ballots a team is counting have been placed in the box. The votes shall be tallied 
and the returns made as provided in sections 115.447 to 115.525 for paper ballots. 
After the votes on all ballots assigned to a team have been counted, the ballots and 
ballot envelopes shall be placed on a string and enclosed in sealed containers marked 
"voted absentee ballots and ballot envelopes from the election held ...................• 
19 ...... ", All rejected absentee ballots and envelopes shall be enclosed and sealed in a 
separate container marked "rejected absentee ballots and envelopes from the election 
held ........... , 19 ........... ". On the outside of each voted ballot and rejected ballot 
container, each member of the team shall write his name, and all such containers 
shall be returned to the election authority. Upon receipt of the returns and ballots, 
the election authority shall tabulate the absentee vote along with the votes certified 
from each polling place in its jurisdiction. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §9.060. A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 

115.300. Preparation of absentee ballot envelopes, when, by whom.-In each 
jurisdiction using an electronic voting system and using ballot cards as absentee ballots, 
the election authority may prepare absentee ballot envelopes, as they are received 
for processing and tabulation on election day or on the day preceding election day. 
The election authority shall give notice to the county chairman of each major political 
party forty-eight hours prior to beginning preparation of absentee ballot envelopes. 
Absentee ballot envelopes shall be prepared by teams of election authority employees, 
with each team consisting of one member from each major political party. 
(L 1978 S.B. 582) 

115.301. Ballot cards and write-in votes on absentee ballots, how tabulated.
If ballot cards are used as absentee ballots, the teams shall meet on election day 
at a time and place designated by the election authority and shall proceed to separate 
the ballot cards from the write-in forms and to count the write-in votes as provided 
in section 115.467. The returns shall be made as provided in sections 115.471 and 
115.473, and the ballot cards and other designated election materials shall be delivered 
to the counting location and tabulated in the manner provided in section 115.475, 
but no ballot card shall be tabulated before the time fixed by law for the closing 
of the polls. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §9.065) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.303. Absentee ballot, how ehallenged.-Any absentee ballot or any vote on 
an absentee ballot may be challenged by the same persons and in the same manner 
as provided in section 115.429. Each challenge shall be decided in the manner provided 
in the same section. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §9.070) 
Effective 1·1·78 

115.304. Absentee voting violations, class one election orrense.-Notwithstanding 
the provisions of any law to the contrary, any violation of sections 115.275 to 115.303 
shall be a class one election offense. 
(L 1983 S.B. 234) 
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POLITICAL PARTIES AND NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES 

115.305. Exempt candidates-exception-certain fourth class cities-when.
This subchapter shall not apply to candidates for special district offices, township 
offices in township organization counties, or city, town and village offices; provided 
that, cities of the fourth class, except those in a county of the first class with a 
charter from of government and which adjoins a city not within a county. may e~ect, 
only by ordinance, to hold primary elections in accordance with the provisions of 
sections 115.305 to 115.405 or in accordance with the provisions of sections 78.470, 
78.480 and 78.510, RSMo, and the ordinance shan state which of these provisions 
of law are being adopted. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10/ §JO.OO/. A.L /981 H.B. /8) 
CROSS REFERENCE: Fou.rth class citieJ, primary eJections. procedure. cost; exception. RSMo 79.035 

115.307. Nominations, how made.-Political parties and groups of voters may 
nominate candidates in the manner provided by this subchapter and in no other 
manner. 
(I- /977 H.B. /0/ §/O.OO5) 
Effective /-/-78 

115.309. New parties, names of.-1. Except as provided in subsections 2 and 
3 of this section, no political party hereafter organized and no persons hereafter seeking 
to nominate any candidate by petition shall use any portion of the name of any 
existing political party. 

2. If a new party is formed for more than one district or county at the same 
time and with the same provisional party chairman, the same name may be used 
for the party in each such district or county. 

3. Any political party established in a district or county may, by a majority 
vote of its committee members, authorize the use of its name in other districts and 
counties, and in the state as a whole. 
(I- /977 H.B. /01 §/O.O/O) 
Effective /-/-78 

115.311. Consistent general law to apply to primary elections.-All provisions 
of law not inconsistent with this subchapter shall apply with full force and effect 
to primary elections. 
(I- 1977 H.B. /0/ §/O.OJ5) 

Effective /-1-78 

115.313. Petitions to form new party or nominate independent candidates, who 
may sign.-Any person who is a registered voter of the state of Missouri may sign 
a petition for the formation of a new political party or for the nomination of an 
independent candidate for office. Any person who signs a name other than his own 
to any petition or knowingly signs his name more than once to the same petition 
or who knows he is not a registered voter at the time of signing such petition, or 
any officer or person willfully violating any provision of this subchapter, shall be 
guilty of a class two election offense. 
(L /977 H.B. 10/ §JO.025) 

Effective /-/-78 

115.315. New political party, how formed-citation of law.-1. Sections 115.315 
to 115.327 shall be known and may be cited as the "Fair Ballot Access Act". 
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2. Any group of persons desiring to form a Dew political party throughout the 
state, or for any congressional district, state senate district, state representative district 
or circuit judge district, shall file a petition with the secretary of state. Any group 
of persons desiring to form a new party for any county shall file a petition with 
the election authority of the county. 

3. Each page or a sheet attached to each page of each petition for the formation 
of a new political party shall: 

(I) Declare concisely the intention to form a new political party in the state, 
district or county; 

(2) State in not more than five words the name of the proposed party; 
(3) If presidential electors are to be nominated by petition, at least one qualified 

resident of each congressional district shall be named as a nominee for presidential 
elector. The number of candidates to be nominated shall equal the number of electors 
to which the state is entitled, and the name of their candidate for president and 
the name of their candidate for vice president shall be printed on each page or a 
sheet attached to each page of the petition. The names of the candidates for president 
and vice president may be added to the party name, but the names of the candidates 
for president and vice president shall not be printed on the official ballot without 
the written consent of such persons. Their written consent shall accompany and be 
deemed part of the petition; 

(4) Give a complete list of the names and addresses, including the street and 
number, of the chairman and treasurer of the party. 

4. When submitted for filing, each petition shall contain the names and addresses 
of two people, not candidates, to serve as provisional chairman and treasurer for 
the party in the event the party becomes a new political party. 

5. If the new party is to be formed for the entire state, which shall include being 
formed for all districts and counties in which the party has nominations so listed 
on its certified list of candidates required pursuant to section 115.327, then this statewide 
petition shall be signed by at least ten thousand registered voters of the state obtained 
at large. 

6. If the new party is to be formed for any district or county, but not by the 
statewide method set out in subsection 5 of this section, then the petition shall be 
signed by the number of registered voters in the district or county which is equal 
to at least two percent of the total number of voters who voted at the last election 
for candidates for the office being sought or is equa1 to ten thousand voters, whichever 
is less. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §10.030. AL 1985 H.B. 610, AL 1993 S.B. 31) 
(1985) Signature requirementl contained in lublection " are not unduly burdmsofM and do not violate 
principle of equality among voterl and therefore are not uncollltitutional. Libertarian Party v. Bond (Blh 
Cir.). 764 F.1d 538. 

115.317. Filing valid petition, effect-failure in two consecutive elections to 
provide candidates, effect.-The filing of a valid statewide petition shall constitute 
the political group a new party for the purpose of placing its name and the names 
of its statewide and district and county candidates which are submitted under section 
115.327 on the ballot at the next general election, except that if, following establishment, 
at any two consecutive elections the party fails to have a statewide candidate, the 
party shall no longer be deemed an established party, or the special election if the 
petition nominates a candidate to fill a vacancy which is to be filled at a special 
election. The filing of a va1id countywide or district wide petition shall constitute the 
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political party a new party for the purpose of placing its name and the names of 
its county and district candidates on the ballot at the next general election or the 
special election if the petition nominates a candidate to fill a vacancy which is to 
be filled at a special election, except that if, following establishment, at any two 
consecutive elections, the party fails to have a candidate in the district or county. 
as the case may he, the party shall no longer be deemed an established party. If 
presidential electors are nominated by the petition, the names of the candidates for 
elector shall not be placed on the official ballot, but the name of their candidate 
for president and the name of their candidate for vice president shall be placed on 
the official ballot at the next presidential election. If, at an election in which the 
new party's candidates first appear, any of its candidates for a statewide office receives 
more than two percent of all votes cast for the office, the new party shall become 
an established political party for the state. If, at the election in which the new party's 
candidates first appear, any of its candidates for an office receives more than two 
percent of the votes cast for the office in any district or county, the new party shall 
become an established political party only for the district or county. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §/O.035. A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 

115.319. New party committeemen and committeewomen, how selected.-l. If 
any new party becomes an established political party, the new party candidates whose 
names first appeared on the ballot shall have authority to select all committeemen 
and committeewomen necessary for a provisional party organization in the area in 
which the party has become established. 

2. The provisional party organization shall be subject to the same laws which 
apply to other established political party organizations. 

3. The provisional party organization shall manage and control the affairs of 
the party until the next primary election at which the party shall nominate and elect 
party committeemen and committeewomen in the area it has become established under 
tbe laws governing other established political parties. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10/ §10.lUO) 
FjJectiw: 1-/-78 

115.321. Independent candidate, how nominated.-l. Any person desiring to be 
an independent candidate for any office to be filled by voters throughout the state, 
or for any congressional district, state senate district, state representative district, 
or circuit judge district, shall file a petition with the secretary of state. Any person 
desiring to be an independent candidate for any county office shall rue a petition 
with the election authority of the county. 

2. Each page or a sheet attached to each page of each petition for the nomination 
of an independent candidate shall: 

(1) Declare concisely the intention to nominate an independent candidate; 
(2) State the name and address, including street and number, of the independent 

candidate. If independent candidates for presidential elector are to be nominated, 
a number of independent candidates for presidential elector equal to the number 
of electors to which the state is entitled shall be nominated by one petition, and 
the name of their candidate for president and the name of their candidate for vice 
president shall be printed on each page or a sheet attached to each page of the petition. 
At·least one qualified resident of each congressional district. shall be named as a 
nominee for presidential elector, and the name and address of each candidate shall 
be printed on each page or a sheet attached to each page of the petition. The names 
of the candidates for president and vice president shall not be printed on the official 
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ballot without the written consent of such persons. Their written consent shall 
accompany and be deemed part of the petition; 

(3) State the office for which candidate is to be nominated. 
3. If an independent candidate is to be nominated for a statewide office, the 

petition shall be signed by at least ten thousand registered voters of the state. 
4. If the independent candidate is to be nominated for a district or county office, 

the petition shall be signed by the number of registered voters in the district or county 
which is equal to at least two percent of the total number of voters who voted at 
the last election for candidates for the office being sought or is equal to ten thousand 
voters, whichever is less. 

5. The name of each person who files a valid petition for nomination as an 
independent candidate shall be placed on the official ballot as an independent candidate 
for the office at the next general election or the special election if the petition nominates 
a candidate to fill a vacancy which is to be filled at a special election. If presidential 
electors are nominated by the petition, the names of the candidates for elector shall 
not be placed on the official ballot, hut the name of their candidate for president 
and the name of their candidate for vice president shall be placed on the official 
ballot at the next presidential election. 
(L J977 H.B. JOJ §JO.045. A.L J985 H.B. 620. A.L J992 S.B. 3J) 

115.323. Limitation on voter's signing of nominating petition.-No voter may 
subscribe to more than one nomination for one office at any election. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 110.047) 
Eff~ctive J·J·78 

115.325. Form of petition-signing petition, voting for candidate or party not 
required.-l. Each petition filed under the provisions of this subchapter shall consist 
of pages of uniform size. The space for signatures on either side of a petition page 
shall be no larger than 8Y,z x 14 inches, and each page shall contain signatures of 
registered voters from only one county. When submitted for filing, the pages of each 
petition shall be numbered in sequence for each county. 

2. Each page of each petition for the formation of a new party shall be in 
substantially the following form: 

It is a felony for anyone to sign any petition for the formation of a new party with any name other 
than his own, or knowingly 10 sign bis name more tban onte to the same petition, or to sign a petition 
when be knows he is not a registered voter. Signing this petition does not obligate you to vote for any 
candidate or party. 

PETITION FOR PLACING A NEW PARTY ON THE BALLOT 

To the Honorable .•..... ,., , .. ,. (title of official with wbom petition is to be flied) for. , .. , ...... , .. . 
(the state of Missouri or appropriate county): 

We, the undersigned, citizens and registered voters of tbe state of Missouri, , .. , ..... , ... , County and 
.• , , •. , .. (district if appropriate), respectfully order tbat the ., •. , •.. , (name of new political party) and 

its candidates be placed on the ballot, for election or rejection to such public offices at tbe next election, 
to be held on the •......•........... day of ..... , ..... , ....... , 19, .. " and each for himself says: I 
have personally signed this petition; I am a registered voter of the state of Missouri, .. , .. ' •. , •. , County 
and ......... , •. , •. , •.. ' (district if appropriate); my registered voting address and the name of the city. 
town or village in which I live are correctly written after my name, 

CIRCULATOR'S AFFIDAVIT STATE OF MISSOURI. COUNTY OF 
I, ....... , ........ , .. , a Missouri registered voter and a resident of the state of Missouri. being first duly 
sworn, say (print or type names of signers) 
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REGISTERED VOTING 

NAME DATE ADDRESS ZIP CONGR. NAME 
(Signature) SIGNED (Street) (City, Town CODE DIST. (Printed 

or Village) or Typed) 

(Here follow numbered lines for signers) 

signed this page of the foregoing petition, and each of them signed his name thereto in my presence; 
I believe that each has stated his name, registered voting address and city, town or village correctly. 
and that each signer is a registered voter of the state of Missouri and ............. County. 

Signature of Affiant 
(Person obtaining signatures) 

. Address of Affiant 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ..•..... day of ....... " A.D. 19 ...... . 

Signature of Notary 

Notary Public (Seal) 

My commission expires ................................................................•....... 

If this form is followed substantially, it shall be sufficient, disregarding clerical and 
merely technical errors. 

3. Each sheet of each petition for nomination of an independent candidate for 
public office shall be in substantially the foHowing form: 

It is a felony for anyone to sign any petition for the nomination of an independent candidate with any 
name other than his own, or knowingly to sign his name more than once to the same petition, or to 
sign a petition when he knows he is not a registered voter. 

PETITION FOR THE NOMINATION OF AN 
INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE 

To the Honorable .........•.......•..•..•..•.. : .••........ (title of official with whom petition is to 
be flied) for ................................ , ........• (the state of Missouri or appropriate county); 

We, the undersigned, citizens and registered voters of tbe state of Missouri, .................. County 
and ......................... (district if appropriate), nominate ...............•......•. (name of 
independent candidate) as an independent candidate for ..........•..•..•...........•...... (name of 
public office for which candidate is to be nominated) and respectfully order tbat the name of ...... (name 
of candidate) be placed on the ballot, for 
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election or rejection to such office at the next election, to be held on the ....•..................... day 
of ........................ ,' 19 ..... ,' and each for himsclfsays: I have personally signed this petition; 
I am a registered voter ofthe state of Missouri, .•..•..•............ County and ...•..•............. 

(district if appropriate); my registered voting address and the name of the city, town or village in which 
I live are correctly written after my name. 

CIRCULATOR'S AFFlDAVIT STATE OF MISSOURI, COUNTY OF .........•..•..•..•..•...... 
I ••........................................ , a Missouri registered voter and a resident of the state of 
Missouri, being first duly sworn, say (print or type names of signers) 

REGISTERED VOTING 

NAME DATE ADDRESS ZIP CONGR. NAME 
(Signature) SIGNED (Street) (City, Town CODE DlST. (Printed 

or Village) or Typed) 

(Here follow numbered lines for signers) 

signed this pa~ of tbe foregoing petition, and each of them signed his name thereto in my presence; 
I believe that each has stated his name, registered voting address and city, town or village correctly, 
and that each signer is a registered voter of the state of Missouri and .••.••.•................. County. 

Signature of Affiant 
(Person obtaining signatures) 

Address of Affiant 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ......... day of ......•.•• A.D. 19 ••.... 

Signature of Notary 

Notary Public (Seal) 

My commission expires ..................•......................... ' ...•..................... " 

If this form is followed substantially. it shall be sufficient, disregarding clerical 
and merely technical errors. 

4. When any registered voter wishes to sign a petition for the formation of 
a new party or nomination of an independent candidate and is unable to sign 
his name, the required information shall be printed on the petition by the circulator 
of the petition page. The voter shall then sign the petition by making his mark. 
witnessed by the signature of the circulator. For purposes of this subchapter, all 
marks made and witnessed in accordance with this subsection shall be considered 
signatures. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §/O.050. A.L 1986 H.8. 1471. et al., A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 
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115.327. Declaration for nomination of independent candidate or formation 
of new party when required, form, content.-When submitted for fIling, each petition 
for the nomination of an independent candidate or for the formation of a new 
political party shall be accompanied by a declaration of candidacy for each candidate 
to be nominated by the petition or by the party, respectively. The party's duly 
authorized chairman and treasurer shall also submit a certified complete list of 
the names and addresses of all their candidates and the office for which each seeks. 
The party shall nominate its candidates in the manner prescribed in the party's 
bylaws. Each declaration of candidacy for the office of presidential elector shall 
be in the form provided in section 115.399. Each declaration of candidacy for an 
office other than presidential elector shall state the candidate's full name, residence 
address, office for which he proposes to be a candidate, the party, if any, upon 
whose ticket he is to be a candidate and that if nominated and elected he will 
qualify. Each such declaration shall be in substantially the following form: 

I. . .......................... , a resident and registered voter of the .......................... . 
precinct of the town of .......................... or the ..........•..•.......•.... precinct of the 
· ..................•..•..•.....•.. ward of the city of .................................. , or the 
· ..............•.....•.....•. precinct of •............................ township of the county of 
· ..........•..•..•........... and the state of Missouri, do announce myself a candidate for the office 

of ...........•................• on the ............................. ticket, to be voted for at the 
general (special) election to be beld on the ........................ day of ........................ , 
19 ...... , and I further declare that if nominated and elected 1 will qualify. 

Signature of candidate 

Residence address 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 
.............. day of .............. ,19 ..... . 

Signature of election official or officer authorized 
to administer oaths 

Each such declaration shall be subscribed and sworn to by the candidate before 
the election official accepting the candidate's petition, a notary public or other 
officer authorized by law to administer oaths. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §/O.055. A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 

115.329. Time for filing of petitions.-l. The secretary of state or any election 
authority shall not accept for filing any petition for the formation of a new party 
or for the nomination of an independent candidate which is submitted prior to 
8:00 a.m. on the day immediately following the general election next preceding 
the general election for which the petition is submitted or which is submitted after 
5:00 p.m. on the first Monday in August immediately preceding the general election 
for which the petition is submitted: 

2. When a special election to fill a vacancy is called, neither the secretary 
of state nor any election authority shall accept for filing any petition for the formation 
of a new party or for the nomination of an independent candidate which is submitted 
after 5:00 p.m. on the day which is midway between the day the election is called 
and the election day. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §/O.060, A.L 1988 H.B. 933. et at.) 

115.331. Receipt to be given for filed petitioD.-When any petition is offered 
for filing with the secretary of state or an election authority under the provisions 
of this chapter, the officer receiving the petition shall prepare and issue to the 
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person submitting the petition a receipt indicating the number of petition pages 
presented from each county. The receipt shall be evidence of the filing of the petition 
pages subject to the determination that the petition complies with the provisions 
of this chapter. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §JO.065, A.L /978 H.B. 971) 

11S.333. Determination of validity or invalidity, when made-refusal to file, 
procedure to have court determine validity.-1. When any petition is filed with 
the secretary of state or an election authority under the provisions of this subchapter, 
the secretary of state or the election authority shall determine whether or not it 
complies with the provisions of this subchapter. When any petition is filed with 
the secretary of state or an election authority under the provisions of this subchapter, 
the secretary of state or the election authority shall, not later than the seventh 
Tuesday prior to the general election, issue a statement setting forth his determination. 
When a petition for the formation of a new party or nomination of an independent 
candidate for a special election is filed with the secretary of state or an election 
authority, the secretary of state or the election authority shall issue a statement 
setting forth its determination as soon as possible but in no case too late to permit 
placement of the party or candidate on the ballot. If the secretary of state or the 
election authority determines that a petition does not comply with the provisions 
of this subchapter, he shall state the reason for his determination in the statement. 

2. If the secretary of state or the election authority refuses to file a petition 
for the formation of a new party or the nomination of an independent candidate 
or refuses to issue a statement setting forth his determination within the time 
prescribed, any registered voter may apply, within ten days after the refusal, to 
the circuit court for a writ of mandamus to compel him to file the petition or 
issue the statement. Within ten days after the secretary of state or the election 
authority issues a statement setting forth his determination, any registered voter 
may apply to the circuit court to compel the secretary of state or the election 
authority to reverse his determination. If it is decided by the court that the petition 
is legally sufficient, the secretary of state or the election authority shall file it, 
with a certified copy of the judgment attached thereto, as of the date it was originally 
offered for filing in his office. On showing that any petition filed is not legally 
sufficient, the court may enjoin all election officials from certifying or printing 
the name of the independent candidate or new party and its candidates on the 
official ballot. All such suits shall be advanced on the court docket and heard 
and decided by the court as quickly as possible. Either party to the suit may appeal 
to the supreme court within ten days after a circuit court decision is rendered. 
The circuit court of Cole County shall have jurisdiction if the secretary of state 
is a party, and otherwise, the circuit court of the county in which the election 
authority is located shall have jurisdiction. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101110.070) 
Effeclive J-J-78 

115.335. Validity of signatures, who shall determine-verification of signatures, 
procedures-rules authorized.-l. The secretary of state or the election authority 
shall have specific authority to determine the validity of signatures on petitions 
filed with his office and shall have authority not to count those which are, in 
his opinion, forged or fraudulent or the signatures of persons who are not registered 
voters. 
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2. For the purpose of verifying signatures on any new party or independent 
candidate petition filed with his office, the secretary of state may send copies of 
petition pages by certified mail to the appropriate election authorities for registration 
verification. Each election authority receiving a copy of petition pages shall check 
any signature indicated by the secretary of state against the registration records 
and return all such' copies to the secretary of state by certified mail no later than 
the day designated by the secretary of state. The seefe.tary of state shall not designate 
any deadline for returning copies and certifications which is less than ten or more 
than forty days after the copies have been received by the election authority. If 
the secretary of state or an election authority determines the congressional district 
number written after the signature of any registered voter is not the congressional 
district in which he resides, the secretary of state or the election authority shall 
correct the congressional district number on the petition page. Failure of a voter 
to give his correct congressional district number shall not alone be sufficient reason 
to disqualify his signature. Only valid signatures from the county named in the 
circulator's affidavit shall be counted on any petition page. 

3. The secretary of state or election authority shall have authority to verify 
the signatures on petitions filed with his office by use of random sampling. Random 
sampling may be used on any petition on which five hundred or more signatures 
are required. Petitions requiring fewer than five hundred signatures shall have each 
signature checked and random sampling shall not be used. The random sample 
of signatures to be verified shall be drawn in such a manner that every signature 
contained on the filed petition shall be given an equal opportunity to be included 
in the sample. Such a random sampling shall include an examination of not less 
than five percent of the signatures so filed. 

4. If the random sample verification establishes that the number of valid 
signatures is' less than ninety-five percent of the number of qualified voters needed 
to find the petition sufficient, the petition shall be deemed to have failed to qualify. 

5. If the random sample verification establishes that the number of valid 
signatures total more than one hundred five percent of the number of qualified 
voters needed to find the petition sufficient, the petition shall be deemed to qualify 
in that district. 

6. If the random sample verification establishes that the number of valid 
signatures is more than ninety-five percent but less than one hundred five percent 
of the number of qualified voters needed to find the petition sufficient, each signature 
filed shall be examined and verified. 

7. The secretary of state is authorized to adopt rules to ensure uniform, complete 
and accurate. checking of petition signatures either by actual counting or random 
sampling. A rule or portion of a rule promulgated may be suspended by the joint 
committee on administrative rules if after hearing thereon the committee finds that 
such rule or portion of the rule is beyond or contrary to the statutory authority 
of the agency which promulgated the rule, or is inconsistent with the legislative 
intent of the authorizing statute. The general assembly may reinstate such rule 
by concurrent resolution signed by the governor. 

8. If copies of petition pages are sent to any local election authority for 
registration verification under the provisions of this subchapter, the secretary of 
state's final determination on the number ofvaJid signatures submitted on the petition 
from the election authority'S jurisdiction shall be based on the certification made 
by the election authority. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §10.073. A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 
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115.337. City election authority to assist county election authority, verify sig
natures, wben.-l. When an election authority for a county and an election authority 
for a city have jurisdiction within the same county, the county election authority 
may, for the purpose of verifying signatures on any new party or independent candidate 
petition filed with its office, deliver copies of petition pages to the city election authority 
for registration verification. The city election authority receiving a copy of petition 
pages shall check each signature indicated by the county election authority against 
its registration records and return all such copies to the county election authority 
no latcr than the day designated by the county election authority. At the same time 
the copies are returned, the city election authority shall certify to the co~nty election 
authority the page number of each page it received and the total number of valid 
signatures from the city on the pages. The county election authority shall not designate , 
any deadline for returning copies and certifications which is less than six or more 
than twelve working days after the copies have been received by the city election 
authority. 

2. If copies of petition pages are sent to a city election authority for registration 
verification under the provisions of this section, the county election authority'S final 
determination on the' number of valid signatures submitted on the petition from the 
city shall be based on the certification made by the city election authority. 
(L 1977 H.B. 1010/0.07$) 
Iiffective /-/-78 

115.339. Nominations, how made.-Except as otherwise provided in this sub
chapter, all candidates for elective office shall be nominated at a primary election 
in accordance with the provisions of sections 115.339 through 115.405 of this sub
chapter. 
(L i977 H.B. lOi ~1O.080) 
Iiffective /-/-78 

115.341. Primary elections, when held.-For the nomination of candidates to 
be elected at the next general election, a primary election shall be held on the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in August of even·numbered years. 
(L i977 H.B. lOi 110.085) 
Iiffective /-/-78 

115.343. Winner of primary to be only candidate of that party for that office
write-in in general election deemed independent.- The person receiving the greatest 
number of votes at a primary election as a party candidate for an office shall be 
the only candidate of that party for the office at the general election. The name 
of such candidate shall be placed on the official ballot at the general election unless 
he is removed or replaced as provided by law. Write~in candidates at a general election 
shall be considered to be independent candidates and may only be voted for if written 
on the ballot as an independent. 
(L 1977 H.B, 101 §1O.090. A.L 1983 S.B. 134) 

115.345. Notice of offices for which candidates are to be nominated, when sent
election authority to publisb notice witb ft1ing date.-1. Not later than the third 
Monday in December immediately preceding the primary election, the secretary of 
state shall prepare and transmit to each election authority a notice, in writing, 
designating the offices for which candidates are to be nominated at the primary election. 
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2. Upon receipt of notice, the election authority shall publish the notice and 
the date by which candidates must file for such offices in a newspaper of general 
circulation in its jurisdiction. 
(L 1977 H.B. /0] §10.095. A.L /993 S.B. 3/) 

115.347. Declaration of candidacy required prior to name appearing on ballot
fraudulent declaration a class one offense.-l. No candidate's name shall be printed 
on any official ballot unless his written, signed and sworn declaration of candidacy 
has been flled in the office of the appropriate election official as provided in this 
subchapter. 

2. Any person ftling a declaration of candidacy containing a false or forged 
signature or containing the name of a nonexistent or fictitious person shall be guilty 
of a class one election offense. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §lo.o98) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.349. Time for filing of a declaration of candidacy-form of declaration.-
1. Except as otherwise provided in sections 115.361 to 115.383, no candidate's name 
shall be printed on any official primary ballot unless the candidate has flled a written 
declaration of candidacy in the office of the appropriate election official by 5:00 
p.m. on the last Tuesday in March immediately preceding the primary election. 

2. No declaration of candidacy for nomination in a primary election shall be 
accepted for filing prior to 8:00 a.m. on the last Tuesday in February immediately 
preceding the primary election. 

3. Each declaration of candidacy for nomination in a primary election shall state 
the candidate's full name, residence address, office for which he proposes to be a 
candidate, the party ticket on which he wishes to be a candidate and that if nominated 
and elected he will qualify. The declaration shall be in substantially the fol1owing 
form: 

I, •.................• a resident and registered voter of the ..•.•..•.......... precinct ofthe town of 
· ........................•..•.......• or the ........................•..•..••.... precinct of the 
· ......•.......................... ward of the city of ............•..•.................. , or the 
· ............................ precinct of ............................. township of the county of 
• ..•..•..•.•• and the state of Missouri, do announce myself a candidate for the office of .......•..... 

on the ........... party ticket, to be voted for at the primary election to be held on the ..•...•.... day 
of ........ " 19 ......•.. , and I further declare that if nominated and elected to such office I will qualify. 

Signature of candidate 

Residence address 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this .......... day of .•..•..... , 

19 ....•.. 

Signature of election official or 
other officer authorized to 

administer oaths 

If the declaration is to be filed in person, it shall be subscribed and sworn to by 
the candidate before an official authorized to accept his declaration of candidacy. 
If the declaration is to be filed by certified mail pursuant to the provisions of subsection 
2 of section 115.355. it shall be subscribed and sworn to by the candidate before 
a notary public or other officer authorized by law to administer oaths. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §IO./OO, A.L 1982 S.B. 526. A.L 1983 H.B. 713 Revision. A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 
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115.351. Candidate may not file for more than one office or as a candidate for 
the same office on more tban one ticket at the same election.-No person who rues 
as a party candidate for nomination or election to an office shall, without withdrawing, 
file as another party's candidate or an independent candidate for nomination or election 
to the office for the same term. No person who files as an independent candidate 
for election to an office shall, without withdrawing, file as a party candidate for 
nomination or election to the office for the same term. No person shall me for one 
office and, without withdrawing, file for another office to be filled at the same election. 
Any person violating any provision of this section shall be disqualified from running 
for nomination or election to any office at the primary and general election next 
succeeding the violation. . 
(L J977 H.B. /OJ §JO./05) 
F/ft!clive 1-1-78 

·115.353. Declarations of candidacy, where filed.-All declarations of candidacy 
shall be filed as follows: 

(I) For presidential elector, United States senator, representative in Congress, 
statewide office, circuit judge not subject to the provisions of article V, section 25 
of the Missouri Constitution, state senator and state representative, in the office of 
the secretary of state; 

(2) For all county offices which for the purpose of election procedures shall 
include associate circuit judges not subject to the provisions of article V, section 
25 of the Missouri Constitution, in the office of the county election authority; 

(3) For all county offices, in the office of the county election authority. In any 
county in which there are two boards of election commissioners, the county clerk 
shall be deemed to be the election authority for purposes of this section. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §10.JJO. A.L. 1978 H.B. 1634. H.B. 1694, A.L. 1984 H.B. 1611 Revisiol1) 
·Both vt!Tsiom of 1 15.353 appearing in RSMo 1978 wt!rt! rt!pealed by the enaclmel11 of Ihi.! secliol1. 

115.355. Declarations of candidacy to be filed in person by candidate, excep
tlons.-1. Except as provided in subsections 2 and 5 of this section and in section 
115.377, each declaration of candidacy for nomination in a primary election shall 
be filed by the candidate in person in the office of the appropriate election official. 

2. A candidate may file his declaration of candidacy by certified mail if he is: 
(1) Unable to appear in person because of physical disability, and the declaration 

is accompanied by a sworn statement of a licensed physician so stating; or 
(2) A member of the armed forces of the United States on active duty. and 

the declaration is accompanied by a sworn statement of the candidate's commanding 
officer so stating. 

3. Except as provided in section 115.377, no election official shall accept for 
filing any declaration of candidacy for nomination in a primary election not presented 
to him by the candidate in person or which. if sent by certified mail pursuant to 
subsection 2 of this section, is not accompanied by the statement required in the 
same subsection. 

4. Election officials shall require proof of identity of persons when filing 
declarations of candidacy in person and when filing by mail as provided in subsection 
2 or 5 of this section. 

5. Any judge seeking retention under sections 25(a) to 25(g) of article V of the 
Missouri Constitution may file his declaration of candidacy for election to succeed 
himself by certified mail. 
(I.. 1977 H.B. 101 §1O.JJ5, A.L. 1983 S.B. 134, A.L 1985 S.B. 5, t!1 al.) 
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115.357. Filing fees-declaration of inability to pay. form of.-1. Except as 
provided in subsections 3 and 4 of this section, each candidate for federal, state or 
county office shall, before filing his declaration of candidacy, pay to the treasurer 
of the state or county committee of the political party upon whose ticket he seeks 
nomination a certain sum of money as follows: 

(1) To the treasurer of the state central committee, two hundred dollars if he 
Of she is a candidate for statewide office or for United States senator, one hundred 
dollars if he or she is a candidate for representative in Congress, circuit judge or 
state senator, and fifty dollars if he or she is a candidate for state representative; . 

(2) To the treasurer of the county central committee, fifty dollars if he or she 
is a candidate for county office. • 

2. The required sum may be submitted by the candidate to the official accepting 
his declaration of candidacy. All sums so submitted shall be forwarded promptly 
by the official to the treasurer of the appropriate party committee. 

3. Any person who cannot pay the fee required to ftle as a candidate may have 
the fee waived by filing a declaration of inability to pay and a petition with his 
declaration of candidacy. Each such declaration shall be in substantially the following 
form: 

DECLARATION OF INABILITY TO PAY FILING FEE 

I •.............. , do hereby swear that I am financially unable to pay the fee of ...•.......... (amount 
of fee) to file as a candidate for nomination to the office of ...............• at the primary election to be 
held on the .......... day of .......... , 19 ..... .. 

......... ~ ...........•...................... 
Signature of candidate 

Residence address 

Subscribed and sworn to before 
me this .•....... day of ......... , 

19 ..... .. 

Signature of election official 
or officer authorized to 

administer oaths 

If the candidate's declaration of candidacy is to be fIled in person, the declaration 
of inability to pay shall be subscribed and sworn to by the candidate before the 
election official who witnesses the candidate's declaration of candidacy. If his 
declaration of candidacy is to be ftled by certified mail pursuant to subsection 2 
of section 115.355, the declaration of inability to pay shall be subscribed and sworn 
to by the candidate before the notary or other officer who witnesses the candidate's 
declaration of candidacy. With his declaration of inability to pay, the candidate shall 
submit a petition endorsing his candidacy. Except for the number of signatures required, 
each such petition shall, insofar as practicable, be in the form provided in sections 
115.321 and 115.325. If the person ftling declaration of indigence is to be a candidate 
for statewide office, his petition shall be signed by the number of registered voters 

. in the state equal to at least one-half of one percent of the total number of votes 
cast in the state for the office at the last election in which a candidate ran for the 
office. If the person filing a declaration of indigence is to be a candidate for any 
other office, the petition shall be signed by the number of registered voters in the 
district or political subdivision which is equal to at least one percent of the total 
number of votes cast for the office at the last election in which a candidate ran 
for the office. The candidate's declaration of inability to pay and the petition shall 
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be filed at the same time and in the same manner as his declaration of candidacy 
is filed. The petition shall be checked and its sufficiency determined in the same 
manner as new party and independent candidate petitions. 

4. No filing fee shall be required of any person who proposes to be an independent 
candidate, the candidate of a new party or a candidate for presidential elector. 

S. Except as provided in subsections 3 and 4 of this section, no candidate's name 
shall be printed on any official ballot until the required fee has been paid. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §IO.II7. A.L 1983 S.B. 234) 

115.359. Withdrawal of candidacy, deadline for, how made.-l. Any person who 
has filed a declaration of candidacy for nomination and who wishes to withdraw 
as a candidate shall, not later than the eleventh Tuesday prior to the primary election, 
file a written, sworn statement of withdrawal in the office of the official who accepted 
his declaration of candidacy. Any person nominated for an office who wishes to 
withdraw as a candidate shall, not later than the eighth Tuesday prior to the general 
election, fIle a written, sworn statement of withdrawal in the office of the official 
who accepted his declaration of candidacy. 

2. The name of a person who has properly filed a declaration of candidacy, 
or of a person nominated for office, who has not given notice of withdrawal as provided 
in subsection I of this section shall, except in case of death or disqualification, be 
printed on the official primary or general election ballot, as the case may be. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §10.120) 
Flfectille 1·1·78 

115.361. Filing to be reopened, when-death of incumbent candidate to create 
vacancy on ballot, when.-I. Except as provided in subsections 2 and 3 of this section, 
if a candidate for nomination to an office in which he is the incumbent dies, withdraws 
as provided in subsection I of section 115.359, or is disqualified after the fIling deadline 
for any primary election, or if any candidate for the position of political party 
committeeman or committeewoman dies or withdraws as provided in subsection 1 
of section 115.359, or is disqualified after the filing deadline for any primary election, 
leaving less candidates for the avail~ble positions than the number of available positions, 
fIling for the office or position shall be reopened for a period of five working days, 
excluding holidays and weekends, following the death, withdrawal or disqualification, 
during which period new candidates may file declarations of candidacy. 

2. If a candidate for nomination to an office in which he is the incumbent or 
a candidate for the position of political party committeeman or committeewoman 
dies after 5:00 p.m. on the third Friday prior to the primary election, the election 
and canvass shall proceed, and the' candidate's name shall be left on the ballot and, 
if a sufficient number of votes are cast for the deceased candidate to entitle him 
to nomination had he not died, a vacancy shall exist on the general election ballot 
to be ruled in the manner provided in sections 115.363 to 115.377. 

3. If a candidate for nomination to an office in which he is the incumbent or 
a candidate for the position of political party committeeman or committeewoman 
becomes disqualified after 5:00 p.m. on the third Friday prior to the primary election, 
the election and canvass shall proceed, and the disqualified candidate's name shall 
be physically eradicated from the banot so that no vote may be cast for that candidate. 

4. Except as provided in subsections 2 and 3 of this section, if a candidate for 
nomination to an office in which he is the only candidate for his party's nomination 
withdraws as provided in subsection 1 of section 115.359, or is disqualified after 
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the filing deadline for any primary election, filing for that office shall be reopened 
for a period of five working days, excluding holidays and weekends, foUowing the 
withdrawal or disqualification, during which period new candidates may file 
declarations of candidacy for that party's nomination. 

5. If a candidate for nomination to an office in which he is the only candidate 
for his party's nomination dies after 5:00 p.m. on the third Friday prior to the primary 
election, the election and canvass shall proceed, and the candidate's name shall be 
left on the ballot and a vacancy shall exist on the general election ballot to be filled 
in the manner provided in sections 115.363 to 115.377. 

6. If a candidate for nomination to an office in which he is the only candidate 
for his party's nomination becomes disqualified after 5:00 p.m. on the third Friday 
prior to the primary election, the election and canvass shall proceed, and the disqualified 
candidate's name shall be physically eradicated from the ballot so that no vote may 
be cast for that candidate and a vacancy shall exist on the general election ballot 
to be filled in the manner provided in sections 115.363 to 115.377. 
(L 1977 B.B. 101 §1O.113. A.L 1979 S.B.175, A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 

115.362. Disqualification, withdrawal, death of party's only candidate for 
nomination to office-ellect, procedure.-I. Except as provided in subsections 2 and 
3 of section 115.361, if a candidate for nomination to an office in which he is the 
only candidate for his party's nomination, withdraws as provided in subsection I 
of section 115.359, or is disqualified after the filing deadline for any primary election, 
filing for that office shall be reopened for a period of five working days, excluding 
holidays and weekends. following the death, withdrawal or disqualification during 
which period new candidates may file declarations of candidacy for that party's 
nomination. 

2. If a candidate for nomination to an office in which he is the only candidate 
for his party's nomination dies after 5:00 p.m. on the third Friday prior to the primary 
election, the election and canvass shall proceed, and the candidate's name shall be 
left on the ballot and a vacancy shall exist on the general election ballot to be filled 
in the manner provided in sections 115.363 to 115.377. 

3. If a candidate for nomination to an office in which he is the only candidate 
for his party's nomination becomes disqualified after 5:00 p.m. on the third Friday 
prior to the primary election, the election and canvass shall proceed, and the disqualified 
candidate's name shall be physically eradicated from the ballot so that no vote may 
be cast for that candidate. 
(L 1990 S.B. 862 §3) 
F!fectjye 7-1(J.90 

115.363. Party nominating committee to select candidate, wben.-I. Except as 
provided in section 115.361, a party nominating committee of a political party may 
select a party candidate for nomination to an office on the primary election ballot 
in the following cases: 

(I) If there are no candidates for nomination as the party candidate due to death 
or disqualification of all candidates after 5:00 p.m. on the last day in which a person 
may file as a candidate for nomination and at or before 9:00 a.m. on the second 
Monday prior to the primary election; 

(2) If there are no candidates for nomination as the party candidate due to 
withdrawal after 5:00 p.m. on the last daY.in which a person may file as a candidate 
for nomination and at or before 5:00 p.m. on whatever day may be fixed by law 
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as the final date for withdrawing as a candidate for the office; 
(3) If there are no candidates for nomination as the party candidate due to death 

or disqualification of all candidates within seven days prior to the filing deadline 
and if no person has filed for the party nomination within that time. 

2. A party nominating committee may select a party candidate for election to 
an office on the general election ballot in the following cases: 

(I) If the person nominated as the party candidate shall die or become disqualified 
at or before 9:00 a.m. on the second Monday prior to the general election; 

(2) If the person nominated' as the party candidate shall withdraw at or before 
5:00 p.m. on whatever day may be fixed by law as the final date for withdrawing 
as a candidate for the office. 

3. If a person nominated as a party's candidate who is unopposed shall die or 
become disqualified at or before 9:00 a.m. on the second Monday prior to the general 
election or shall withdraw at or before 5:00 p.m. on whatever day may be fixed 
by law as the final date for withdrawing as a candidate for the office, the party 
nominating committee for any established political party may select a party candidate. 

4. A party nominating committee may select a party candidate for election to 
an office in the following cases: 

(I) For an election called to fill a vacancy in an office; 
(2) For an election held pursuant to the provisions of section 105.030, RSMo. to 
fill an unexpired term resulting from a vacancy in an office that occurs within fourteen 
days prior to the filing deadline for the primary election and not later than the eighth 
Tuesday prior to the general election. If such vacancy occurs prior to the fourteenth 
day before the filing deadline for a primary election, filing for the office shall be 
as provided for in sections 115.305 to 115.359. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §IO.125, A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 

115.365. Nominating committee designated as to certain offices.-l. The 
nominating committee authorized to select a candidate for nomination or election 
to office under the provisions of section 115.363 shall be one of the following: 

(I) To select a candidate for county office, the nominating committee shall be 
the county comm.ittee of the party; 

(2) To select a candidate for state representative, the nominating committee shall 
be the legislative district committee of the party; 

(3) To select a candidate for state senator, the nominating committee shall be 
the senato~ial district committee of the party; 

(4) To select a candidate for circuit court judge not subject to the provisions 
of article V, section 25 of the state constitution, the nominating committee shall be 
the judicial district committee of the party; 

(5) To select a candidate for representative in Congress, the nominating committee 
shall be the congressional district committee of the party; 

(6) To select a candidate for statewide office, the nominating committee shall 
be the state committee of the party. 

2. After any decennial redistricting, the nominating committee shall be composed 
from the new districts, and the" new district lines shall be used in the selection of 
a candidate. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §JO.126, A.L 1978 H.B. 1634, A.L 1982 S.B. 526. A.L 1983 S.B. 234) 

115.367. Change of district boundaries, effect on nominating committee.-1. In 
the event that the boundaries of a district have been altered, or a new district established 
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for a candidate to be selected by a party committee since the last election in which 
a party candidate ran for such office, the members of the nominating committee 
shall be the members of the various nominating committees for that office, as provided 
in section llS.36S who reside within the altered or new district. The chairman of 
the nominating committee shall be the committee chairman of the county which polled 
the highest vote for the party candidate for governor within the area to be represented 
at the last gubernatorial election. 

2. ]n the event that a candidate is to be selected by a party committee of a 
new political party which has not yet elected committeemen and committeewomen 
in the manner provided by law, the chairman of the nominating committee shall 
be the provisional chairman of the party for the state, or if the political party is 
formed for a district or political subdivision less than the state, the chairman of 
the nominating committee shall be the provisional chairman of the party for such 
district or political subdivision. The chairman of the nominating committee shall 
appoint additional members of the nominating committee, not less than four in number. 

3. ]n the event that a candidate is to be selected for nomination or election 
to an office by a new political party which has elected committeemen and 
committeewomen in the manner provided for established political parties, the members 
of the nominating committee shall be the same as provided in section 115.365. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §JO.127. A.L 1982 S.B. 526) 
F/Jeclille 5·20-82 

115.369. Notice of vacancy, wben given to nominating committee.-Upon 
notification of a vacancy authorized to be filled by a nominating committee under 
the provisions of section 115.363, the secretary of state or the election authority shall, 
not later than twenty-four hours after receiving such notification, notify the chairman 
of the appropriate nominating committee. If it is impossible to notify the chairman 
of the nominating committee, the secretary of state or the election authority shall 
notify the vice chairman of the chairman's county committee. If it is impossible to 
notify the vice chairman, the secretary of state or the election authority shall notify 
any member of the nominating committee. The chairman of the nominating committee 
shall, as soon as possible, but in no case later than two weeks after being notified 
of the vacancy, call a meeting of the nominating committee for the purpose of selecting 
a candidate to ftll the vacancy. The meeting shall be called at a place located in 
the area the candidate is to represent. If the chairman does not call a meeting within 
the time specified, any member of the nominating committee may do so. The person 
calling the meeting shall notify each member of the nominating committee of the 
time and place of the meeting. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §1O.J28) 
F/Jectillf! 1·1·78 

115.371. Majority of committee present required to nominate, exception.-l. To 
select a candidate under the provisions of section 115.363, a majority of the members 
of the nominating committee must be present. Except as provided in subsection 2 
of this section, a member must be present in person to vote, and a majority vote 
of the members present shall be sufficient to nominate a candidate. In accordance 
with section 115.627, a party state committee may provide for weighted or fractional 
voting. The committee shall have no power to delegate its authority to any other 
person or group. 
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2. If a member of one nominating committee is a member of one or more additional 
nominating committees meeting on the same day, the member may, if he or she 
attends ODC of the meetings, select a person to participate and vote at each additional 
meeting in his or her stead. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §JO.129, A.L 1988 H.B. 933, el 01.) 

115.373. Candidates selected by committee to be certified to election authority, 
when-death of candidate selected by committee, effect of.-1. The name of a 
candidate selected by a party nominating committee for a primary election to fill 
a vacancy created by withdrawal shall be certified to the secretary of state or proper 
election authority no later than 5:00 p.m. on the eighth Tuesday prior to the primary 
election. The name of a candidate selected by a party nominating committee for 
a general election to flIl a vacancy created by withdrawal shall be certified to the 
secretary of state or proper election authority no later than 5:00 p.m. on the seventh 
Tuesday prior to the general election. The name of a candidate selected by a party 
nominating committee for a primary or general election to fill a vacancy created 
by death or disqualification shall be filed with the secretary of state or proper election 
authority no later than 5:00 p.m. on the twenty-eighth day after the vacancy occurs 
or no later than 5:00 p.m. on the Friday immediately prior to the election, whichever 
occurs sooner. The name o~ a person selected by a party nominating committee as 
a candidate to fill an unexpired term shall be filed with the secretary of state or 
proper election authority no later than 5:00 p.m. on the day which is midway between 
the day the election is called and election day. 

2. If the candidate selected by a party nominating committee for a primary, 
general or special election ballot dies prior to the election, the vacancy created by 
such death may be filled in the manner provided for filling vacancies created by 
death on the primary and general election ballots. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §JO.J30) 
Effective J·J·78 

115.375. Chairman of party nominating committee may fill vacancy, when-false 
report of vacancy a class one offense.-l. When a vacancy is created by death or 
disqualification after 9:00 a.m. on the second Monday before an election and at or 
before 9:00 a.m. on the Friday immediately prior to an election and a party nominating 
committee would be authorized to fill the vacancy had it occurred at 9:00 a.m. on 
the second Monday before the election, the chairman of the party nominating committee' 
shall have authority to select a candidate to fill the vacancy. The chairman of the 
nominating committee shall make an affidavit covering the facts before the judge 
of a court of record who shall, under his hand and the seal of the court, grant a 
certificate covering the facts. Except as provided in subsection 2 of this section, the 
certificate and the certification and declaration of candidacy required in section 115.377 
shall be filed with the secretary of state or proper election authority no later than 
5:00 p.m. on the Friday immediately prior to the election. 

2. Should the exigency of time be so great as to require it, notice of compliance 
with subsection 1 of this section and the certification provided for in section 115.377 
may be conveyed to the secretary of state or proper election authority by telegraphic 
message no later than 5:00 p.m. on the Friday immediately prior to the election. 
The secretary of state or proper election authority shall proceed immediately upon 
receipt of such telegram to take action as though all required papers had been filed. 
If all required papers have not been filed with the secretary of state or proper election 
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authority before the time set for the opening of the polls on election day, no votes 
for the candidate selected by the nominating committee chairman shall be counted. 
Any false or corrupt use of the telegraph to mislead any officer in regard to a vacancy 
or substitution of a name upon a ballot shall be deemed a class one election offense. 
(L. 1977 H.B. IOJ §JO.J35) 

Fjfectivt! /-/-78 

115.377. Certification of Domination by committee or committee chairman, form 
of-candidate's deciaration, form or.-1. Each selection of a candidate made by a 
party nominating committee under the provisions of section 115.363 shall be certified 
by the chairman or acting chairman of the nominating committee and. filed with 
the election official authorized to receive declarations of candidacy for the office. 
Each such certification shall be subscribed and sworn to by the chairman or acting 
chairman before the election official accepting the certification or a notary public 
and shall be in substantially the following form: 

I •....•..•..•..........• Chairman (Acting Chairman) ofthe .........•.....•..•.. party nominating 
committee duly authorized to nominate a candidate to fill the vacancy created by the death (withdrawal. 
disqualification, resignation) of ..........•..... , do hereby certify that on the ...•.....•..•..• day of 
· ............... '. 19 ......• the nominating committee met and duly selected ................. as the 
· .............•. '" .•. party candidate for nomination (election) to (fill the unexpired term in) the office 
of ...............• district ....•.......... , at the primary (generaJ, special) election to be held on the 
............... day of ..•............ ,19 ...... . 
1 further certify that before the meeting, each member of the nominating committee was properly notified 
of the time and place of the meeting. a majority of the members of the nominating committee were present 
at the meeting. and •..•..................... was duly elected by a majority of the members present at 
the meeting. 

Subscribed and swom to before me this 
Signature of chairman or acting chairman dayof .........•.....• 19 ..... .. 

Signature of election officiaJ or notary public 

2. Each selection of a candidate made by the chairman of a party nominating 
committee under the provisions of section 115.375 shall be certified by the chairman 
of the nominating committee and ftled in the office of the election official authorized 
to receive declarations of candidacy for the office. Each such certification shall be 
subscribed and sworn to by the chairman before the election official accepting the 
certification or a notary public and shall be as far as practicable in the form provided 
in subsection 1 of this section. 

3. When submitted for filing, each certification made by the chairman or acting 
chairman of a party nominating committee under the provisions of this section shall 
be accompanied by a declaration of candidacy and any filing fee required for the 
candidate selected' by the nominating committee or its chairman. The declaration 
candidacy shall state the candidate's full name, residence address, office for which 
he proposes to be a candidate, the party upon whose ticket he is to be a candidate 
and that if nominated and elected he will qualify. Each such declaration shall be 
in substantially the following form: 

I, ...................•..•. " a resident and registered voter of the •..•..•.....•............ precinct 
of the town of ............................. " or the .........•..•..•.............. precinct of the 
· ................•..•..•.......... ward of the city of .................•.........•......• or the 
· ........................... precinct of the •..•........................ township of the county of 
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.............................••.•.. and the statc of Missouri, do announce myself a candidate for the 
office of •........•.......... on the ......•...•..•...... party ticket, to be voted for at the primary 
(general. special) election to be held on the ................ day of ............... ,,19 ..... ,' and I 
further declare that if nominated and elected (elected) to such office I will qualify. 

Signature of candidate 

Residence address 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 
day of .............. ,,19 .••.•.. 

Signature of election ofIiciaJ or officer authorized 

to administer oaths 

Each 'such declaration shall be subscribed and sworn to by the candidate before the 
election official accepting the certification. a notary public or other officer authorized 
by law to administer oaths. 

4. Neither the secretary of state nor any election authority shall accept any 
certification, declaration of candidacy or filing fee submitted by the chairman or 
acting chairman of a party nominating committee after the deadline provided for 
submitting such certification in section 115.373 or 115.375. Any selection made by 
a party nominating committee or by the chairman of a party committee which is 
not made in accordance with ttie provisions of sections 115.363 to 115.377 shall be 
null and void. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §/O.UO) 
Effective /-/-78 

115.379. Death of candidate after fiUng deadUne and before election, procedure 
to be followed.-l. Whenever the only candidate of a party for nomination or election 
to an office at a primary election, general election or special election to fill a vacancy 
dies after the filing deadline and before the election, his name shall be printed on 
the primary, general or special election ballot, as the case may be, unless another 
candidate has fLIed for the office pursuant to the provisions of section 115.361 or 
a new candidate has been selected pursuant to the provisions of sections 115.363 
to 115.377. Whenever any other candidate for nomination or election to an office 
at a primary election, general election or special election to fill a vacancy dies after 
9:00 a.m. on the Friday immediately prior to the election, his name shall be printed 
on the primary. general or special election ballot, as the case may be. The election 
and canvass shall proceed, and, if a sufficient number of votes are cast for the deceased 
candidate to entitle him to nomination or election had he not died, a vacancy shall 
exist on the general election ballot or in the office to be filled in the manner provided 
by law. 

2. Whenever a candidate for nomination or election to an office is disqualified 
after 9:00 a.m. on the Friday immediately prior to a primary election, general election 
or special election to fill a vacancy, his name shall be printed on the primary, general 
or special election ballot, as the case may be. The election and canvass shall proceed, 
and, if a sufficient number of votes are cast for the disqualified candidate to entitle 
him to nomination or election had he not become disqualified, a vacancy shall exist 
on the general election ballot or in the office to be filled in the manner provided 
bylaw. 
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3. Except as provided in subsection 2 of section 115.359, subsection 2 of section 
115.361 arid subsections I and 2 of this section, whenever a candidate for nomination 
or election to an office dies, withdraws or is disqualified prior to a primary election, 
general election or special election to fill a vacancy. all appropriate election authorities 
shall see that such candidate's name is removed from the primary, general or special 
election ballot, as the case may be. 
(L }977 H.B. 101 010.145) 
Effective 1-/-78 

115.381. Secretary of state to notify appropriate election authorities of 
nomination, when.-Whenever a selection is properly certified to the secretary of 
state by the chairman or acting chairman of a party nominating committee for a 
special election or after the secretary of state has certified the names of candidates 
pursuant to section 115.387 or 115.401, the secretary of state shall immediately notify 
all appropriate election authorities of the selection. 
(1... 1977 H.B. 101 §10.150) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.383. Name changes on ballot, how made.-Any election authority duly 
notified that a name is to be removed from the ballot or that a new candidate has 
been selected shall have the proper corrections made on the ballot before the ballot 
is delivered to or while it is in the hands of the printer. If time does not pennit 
correction of the printed ballot, the election authority shall have prepared small pasters. 
suitable for covering the name to be removed on the ballots, ballot labels or on 
the protective covering of each voting machine. If a candidate is replaced by a candidate 
pursuant to the provisions of sections 115.361 to 115.377, the paster shall contain 
the name to be substituted in letters of the same size and type as all other names 
on the ballot. The appropriate election authorities shall see that such pasters are 
properly applied to the ballots, ballot labels or voting machines before they are used 
for voting. 
(1... 1977 H.B. 101 §1O.155) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.385. Party emblem, wben submitted to secretary ofstate.-1. Not later than 
the tenth Tuesday before an election at which the party's name will appear on the 
ballot, the state committee of each established statewide political party, the chainnan 
of the county or district committee of each political party established for a county 
or district, and the provisional party chairman of each new party and group of 
petitioners shall select a party emblem and submit it in writing to the secretary of 
state. No party shall submit the American flag as an emblem. Except as provided 
in subsections 2 and 3 of this section, nO party shall submit any emblem deceptively 
similar to an emblem which has been used by any other party in the past five years 
or is the subject of a pending certification. 

2. If a new party is fonned for more than one district or county at the same 
time, with the same name and the same provisional party chairman, the same party 
emblem may be submitted for the party in each such district or county. 

3. Any political party established in a district or county may, by a majority 
vote of its committee members, authorize the use of its emblem in other districts 
and counties, and in the state as a whole. 

4. When a party emblem is properly submitted to the secretary of state, the 
secretary of state shall certify the emblem to the appropriate election authorities when 
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he certifies the names of candidates· pursuant to sections 115.387 and 115.4Ol. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §1O.JJ7) 
Effectiw ]·J·78 
• Word "candidate" appears in original rolb. 
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115.387. Secretary of state to furnish each election autbority a Hst of candidates 
for each office and tbe order of their filing-fist, when due.-Not later than the 
eighth Tuesday before each primary election, the secretary of state shall transmit 
to each election authority a certified list containing the name and address of each 
person who has filed a declaration of candidacy in his office and is entitled to be 
voted for at the primary election, together with a designation of the office for which 
he is a candidate and the party he represents. In his certification, the secretary of 
state shall also include the order in which the candidates for each office rued their 
declarations of candidacy. 
(L 1977 H.B. /OJ §JO.160, A.L /985 H.B. 620) 

115.389. Election authority to pubUsb list of candidates, date of election and 
bours tbe polls wiD open.-Upon receipt of the certified list from the secretary of 
state, each election authority shall publish, under the proper party designations, the 
title of each office, the name and address of each candidate for each office to be 
voted on within its jurisdiction, the date of the primary election and the hours the 
polls will be open. The notice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation 
within the jurisdiction of the election authority. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 110.165) 
Eff~ct;v~ }·}·78 

115.391. Sample baDots, wben and how dlstributed.-Not later tban tbe fourth 
Tuesday prior to the primary election, each election authority shall prepare sample 
official ballots. The sample ballots shall contain, under the appropriate offices and 
party designations, the names of all candidates to be voted on in its jurisdiction 
in the order they will appear on tbe ballot. Each sample ballot shall be printed upon 
tinted or colored paper, of a different tint or color from the official primary ballot, 
and shall contain no endorsements. Immediately after having the sample ballots 
prepared, each election authority shall mail to the chairman of each county committee 
in its jurisdiction and to each candidate named on the ballot, a copy of the sample 
ballot for his party. The election authority shall also post a copy of eacb sample 
ballot in a conspicuous place in its office. 
(L. 1977 H.B. IO) §IO.l70) 
EfJ~ct;v~ }·}·78 

115.393. Election authority to deH.er official ballots to polls-number of baDots, 
bow detennined.-Prior to the primary election, each election authority shall correct 
any errors or omissions on the sample ballots and cause official ballots to be printed. 
For each party having a ballot at the primary election, the election authority shall 
deliver to each polling place a number of ballots equal to at least one and a half 
times the number of ballots cast in the voting district for the party at the next to 
last primary election. If no ballots were cast for a party in a voting district at the' 
last primary election, the election authority shall deliver to the polling place a number 
of ballots estimated to be sufficient for the party. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §1O.J75) 
Eff~ctive }·}·78 
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115.395. Ballot for each party at primary-c:andidates listed in order of filing
baUot information, bow sbown.-l. At each primary election, there shall he as many 
separate ballots as there are parties entitled to participate in the election. 

2. The names of the candidates for each office on each party ballot shall be 
listed in the order in which they are filed. 

3. Insofar as applicable, the provisions of sections 115.237, 115.241 and 115.245 
shall apply to each ballot prepared for a primary election, except that the ballot 
information may be placed in vertical or horizontal rows, no circle shall appear under 
any party name and no write-in lines shan appear under the name of any office 
for which a candidate is to be nominated at the primary. At a primary election, 
write-in votes shall be counted only for persons who can be elected to an office 
at the primary. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10/ §/O.180) 
Effective J·J·78 
CROSS REFERENCE: Presidenriol primary ballo. form '0 be as prescribed by sec' ion 115.39$, RSMo 
JJ5.770 

115.397. Voter may receive only one party ballot-voters not wishing a party 
ballot may vote for independents and on all propositions and questions.-In each 
primary election, each voter shall be entitled to receive the ballot of one and only 
one political party, designated by the voter before receiving his ballot. Each voter 
who participates in a party primary shall be entitled to vote on all questions and 
for any nonpartisan candidates submitted by political subdivisions and special districts 
at the primary election. Each voter who does not wish to participate in a party primary 
may vote on all questions and for any nonpartisan candidates submitted by a political 
subdivision or special district at the primary election. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §1O.18S) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.399. Presidential and vice-presidential candidates, when certified to secretary 
of state-declaration of candidacy of presidential electors, form of.-1. Not later 
than the tenth Tuesday prior to each presidential election, the state committee of 
each established political party shall certify in writing to tbe secretary of state tbe 
names of its nominees for president and vice president ofthe United States. 

2. Not later than the third Tuesday prior to each presidential election, the state 
committee of each established political party shall certify in writing to the secretary 
of state the names of its nominees for presidential elector. At least one qualified 
resident of each congressional district shall be named as a nominee for presidential 
elector by each state committee, and the number of nominees for presidential elector 
named by each state committee sball equaltbe number to which tbe state is entitled. 

3. When submitted for filing, each certification made by a state committee 
pursuant to the provisions of subsection 2 of this section shall be accompanied by 
a declaration of candidacy for each candidate for presidential elector. Each declaration 
of candidacy shall state the candidate's full name, residence address, office for which 
he proposes to be a candidate and that if elected he will qualify. Each such declaration 
sball be in substantially tbe following form: 

I. . ........•....•• a resident of the ......•...•..•. congressional district and the state of Missouri do 
announce myself a candidate for the office of presidential elector from the .........••...............•. 
congressional district (state at large) on the .•..•.............. ticket, to be voted for at the presidential 
election to be held on the ..•.............. day of ................. , 19 ..... " and I further declare 
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that if nominated and elected to such office I will qualify. 

Signature of candidate 

Residence address 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 
dayof ....•..••.• 19 .......... . 

Signature of election official or officer authorized 
to administer oaths 

Each such declaration shall be subscribed and sworn to by the candidate before the 
election official receiving the certification, a notary public or other officer authorized 
by law to administer oaths. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §/o.I9Q) 
Effective /-/-78 

115.401. General election candidates, Ust to be sent to election authorities, when.
Not later than the eighth Tuesday prior to each general election, the secretary of 
state shall send to each election authority a certified list containing the name and 
address of each person who has filed a declaration of candidacy in his office and 
is entitled to be voted for at the general election, together with a statement of the 
office for which he is a candidate and the party he represents or that he is an independent 
candidate. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §/O.195. A.L 1985 H.B. 620) 

115.403. Forms to be prepared by secretary of state, wben.-Not later than May 
first prior to each primary election, the secretary of state shall prepare all forms 
necessary to carry out the provisions of this subchapter. The forms shall be substantially 
followed in all primary elections. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §10.1OO) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.405. False swearing a class one offense.-Any person making a sworn 
statement, affidavit or declaration of candidacy required by this subchapter who swears 
falsely or signs such document knowing the statements therein are untrue shall be 
deemed guilty of a class one election offense. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §IO.205) 
Effective 1-1-78 

POLLING PLACES AND VOTING 
PROCEDURES 

115.407. Polls, hours to be opeo.-The election judges shall open the polls at 
six a 'clock in the morning and keep them open until seven a 'clock in the evening. 
At seven o'clock in the evening, all voters at the polls, including any in line to vote, 
shall be permitted to vote, 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §11.(01) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.409. Who may be admitted to polling place.-Except election authority 
personnel, election judges, watchers and challengers appointed pursuant to section 
115.105 or 115.107, law enforcement officials at the request of election officials or 
in the line of duty, minor children under the age o~ twelve accompanying an adult 
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who is in the process of voting, members of the news media who present identification 
satisfactory to the election judges and who are present only for the purpose of bona 
fide news coverage except as provided in subdivision (18) of section 115.637. provided 
that such coverage does not disclose how any voter cast his ballot on any question 
or candidate or in the case of a primary election on which party ballot they voted 
or does not interfere with the general conduct of the election as determined by the 
election judges or election authority, and registered voters who are eligible to vote 
at the polling place, no person shall he admitted to a polling place. 
(L 1977 H.B. IOJ §11.005. A..L 1986 H.B. 1471. el a/.J 

115.411. Election autbority to provide polling bootbs.-For each polling place 
in its jurisdiction, the election authority shall provide a sufficient number of voting 
booths, equipped and supplied so voters can vote conveniently and in secret. 
(L J977 H.B. /OJ §JJ.O/O) 
Effective J·J·78 

115.413. Secretary of state to furnish election authorities election laws pamphlets, 
each poUing place to have a copy-instructions to election judges may be furnished.
I. Not later than the tenth day prior to each presidential election, and more often 
if necessary, the secretary of state shall furnish to each election authority a sufficient 
number of printed pamphlets containing the provisions of the constitution and laws 
of the state relating to elections. Each election authority shall carefully preserve the 
pamphlets in its office. At least one copy shall be provided by each election authority 
to each polling place in its jurisdiction at each election. After each election, all such 
pamphlets shall be returned to the office of the election authority with the election 
supplies. 

2. The secretary of state may also publish instructions to election judges for 
distribution by election authorities to election judges. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §JJ.OJ3) 
F/Jecliw J·I·78 

115.415. Necessary equipment to be deHvered to poDs by election authority.
Before the time fixed by law for the opening of the polls, the election authority 
shall deliver to the authorized election officials or to the polling place the appropriate 
ballots, ballot boxes, precinct registers, voting booths, voting machines and all other 
supplies, material and equipment necessary and appropriate for the polling place. 
The election authority shall make and preserve a record of each delivery. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §JJ.OJ5. A.L 1982 S.B. 526) 
F/Jective 5-2().82 

115.417. Voter instruction cards to be delivered to polls.-l. Before the time 
fixed by law for the opening of the polls, the election authority shall deliver to each 
polling place a sufficient number of voter instruction cards which include the following 
information: 

(I) If paper ballots or an electronic voting system is used, the instructions shall 
inform the voter on how to. obtain a ballot for voting, how to vote and prepare 
the ballot for deposit in the ballot box and how to obtain a new ballot to replace 
one accidentally spoiled; 

(2) If voting machines are used, the instructions shall inform the voter how to 
operate the machine in such a manner that he may vote as he wishes. 
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2. If marking devices or voting machines are used, the election authority shall 
also provide' to each polling place a model of a marking device or portion of the 
face of a voting machine. If requested to do so by a voter, the election judges shall 
give instructions on operation of the marking device or voting machine by use of 
the model. 
(L 1977 H.B. IOJ §JJ.020) 
Effective JoJ-78 

115.419. Sample ballots, cards or ballot labels to be delivered to tbe polls, when.
Before the time fixed by law for the opening of the polls, the election authority 
shall deliver to each polling place a sufficient number of sample ballots, ballot cards 
or ballot labels which shall be a different color but otherwise exact copies of the 
official ballot. The samples shall be printed in the form of a diagram, showing the 
form of the ballot or the front of the marking device or voting machine as it will 
appear on election day. 
(L 1977 H.B. /OJ §/J.015) 
Effective /-J-78 

115.421. Duties of eleetion judges to be performed prior to opening oUbe poDs.
Before the time fixed by law for the opening of the polls, the election judges shall: 

(1) Set up the voting equipment, arrange the furniture, supplies and records and 
make all other arrangements necessary to open the polls at the time fixed by law; 

(2) Post a voter instruction card in each voting booth or machine and in at 
least one other conspicuous place within the poUing place and post a sample ballot 
in a conspicuous place near the voting booth.s; 

(3) Certify the number of ballots received at each polling place. In each polling 
place using voting machines, the election judges shall, in lieu of certifying the number 
of ballots received, certify the number on each voting machine received at the polling 
place, the number on the seal of each voting machine, the number on the protective 
counter of each voting machine and that all recording counters on all voting machines 
at the polling place are set at zero. If a recording counter on any voting machine 
is not set at zero, the election judges shall immediately notify the election authority 
and proceed as it directs; 

(4) Compare the ballot, ballot label or ballot card and ballot label with the 
sample ballots, see that the names, numbers and letters agree and certify thereto 
in the tally book. If the names, numbers or letters do not agree, the election judges 
shall immediately notify the election authority and proceed as it directs; 

(5) Sign the tally book in the manner provided in the form for tally books in 
section 115.461, 115.473 or 115.487. If any election judge, challenger or watcher has 
not been previously sworn as the law directs, he shall take and subscribe the oath 
of his office as provided in section 115.091 or 115.109, and the oath shall be returned 
to the election authority with the tally book. 
(L J977 H.B. JOJ OJJ.030) 

Effectivt J·J·78 

115.423. Ballot box, procedure for handling.-After the time fixed by law for 
the opening of the polls but before the voting begins, the election judges shall open 
the ballot box and show to all present that it is empty. The ballot box shall then 
be locked and the key kept by one of the election judges. The ballot box shall not 
be opened or removed from public view from the time it is shown to be empty until 
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the polls close or until the ballot box is delivered for counting pursuant to section 
115.451. If voting machines are used, the election judges shall call attention to the 
counter on the face of each voting machine and show to all present that it is set 
at zero. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §1I.035) 
F/f~ctivl' J-J-78 

115.425. Name must be on precinct register to be eligible to vote, exception.
Except as provided in subsection 2 of section 115.277, the election judges shall allow 
no person to vote whose name does not appear in the precinct register without the 
express sanction of the election authority. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §ll.(UO) 
FlJectiw: J-J-78 

115.427. Voter to sign identification certificate-form of certificate-voter without 
his voter identification card, identification requirement.-I. In counties using binders 
as precinct registers, before receiving a ballot, each voter shall identify himself and 
write his address and sign his name on a certificate furnished to the election judges 
by the .election authority. Each certificate shall be in substantially the following form: 

VOTER'S IDENTIFICATION CERTIFICATE 

Warning: It is against the law for anyone to vote, or attempt to vote, without having a lawful right 
to vote. 
PRECINCT 
WARD OR TOWNSHiP ..............•..•..•..•............................ 

GENERAL (SPECIAL, PRIMARy) ELECTION 

Held ................... ,19 ..... . 
Date 

I hereby certify that I am qualified to vote at this election. 

Initials of two judges from 
different political parties 

Sign Name 
(Do Not Print) 

Address 

2. In counties using computer printouts as the precinct register, before receiving 
a ballot, each voter shall present his voter identification card as provided in section 
115.163. The computer printout shall serve as the voter identification certificate. The 
following form shall be printed at the top of each page of the computer printout: 

VOTER'S IDENTIFICATION CERTIFICATE 

Warning: It is against the law for anyone to vote, or attempt to vote, without having a lawful right 
to vote. 
PRECINCT 
WARD OR TOWNSHIP 

GENERAL (SPECIAL. PRIMARy) ELECTION 

Held .................... ,19 ..... . 
Date 

I hereby certify that I am qualified to vote at this election. The voter shall sign his name and verify 
his address by his initials. 
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3. If any voter is unable to sign his name, an election judge shall print the name 
and address of the voter in the appropriate place on the certificate or printout, the 
voter shall make his mark in lieu of signature, and the voter's mark shall be witnessed 
by the signature of an election judge. 

4. ]n counties using binders as the precinct register, two election judges, one 
from each major political party. shall compare the signature on the identification 
certificate with the signature on the precinct register. 

5. In counties using printouts as the precinct register, two election judges, oDe 

from each major political party, shall compare the signature on the voter identification 
card with the signature on the computer printout. If the voter does not have his 
voter identification card, the judges shall require identification acceptable to the election 
authority. Personal knowledge of the voter by two election judges, one from each 
major political party, shall be acceptable identification to the election authority. 
(L /977 N.B. /0/ 111.045. A.L /983 S.B. 234. A.L /993 S.B. 3/) 

115.429. Person not allowed to vote-appeal, how taken-voter may be required 
to sign affidavit, when-false affidavit a class one offense.-l. The election judges 
shall not permit any person to vote unless satisfied that such person is the person 
whose name appears on the precinct register. 

2. The identity or qualifications of any person offering to vote may be challenged 
by any election authority personnel, any registered voter, or any duly authorized 
challenger at the polling place. No person whose right to vote is challenged shall 
receive a ballot until his identity and qualifications have been established. 

3. Any question of doubt concerning the identity or qualifications of a voter 
shall be decided by a majority of the judges. If the election judges decide not to 
permit a person to vote because of doubt as to his identity or qualifications, the 
person may apply to the election authority or to the circuit court as provided in 
sections 115.193 and 115.223. 

4. If the election judges cannot reach a decision on the identity or qualifications 
of any person, the question shall be decided by the election authority, subject to 
appeal to the circuit court as provided in section 115.223. 

5. The election judges 9r the election authority may require any person whose 
right to vote is challenged to execute an affidavit affirming his qualifications. The 
election authority shall furnish to the election judges a sufficient number of blank 
affidavits of qualification, and the election judges shall enter any appropriate 
information or comments under the title "Remarks" which shall appear at the bottom 
of the affidavit. All executed affidavits of qualification shall be returned to the election 
authority with the other election supplies. Any person who makes a false affidavit 
of qualification shall be guilty of a class one election offense. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §11.050) 
Fffective 1-1-78 

115.431. Identification certificates to be initialed by judges and preserved as poll 
lists_-l. In counties using binders as the precinct register, upon satisfactory 
identification of the voter, two judges of different political parties shall initial the 
voter's identification certificate. All identification certificates shall be numbered 
consecutively by an election judge in the order received, starting with the number 
"1". The signed identification certificates shall constitute the poll list and shall be 
securely fastened together in the order received. 
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2. In counties using computer printouts for precinct registers, upon satisfactory 
identification of the voter, two judges of different political parties shall place their 
initials on the line where the voter signed the printout. All voters' names on the 
printout shall be numbered consecutively in the order in which they have signed, 
starting with the number "I ". The computer printout shall then constitute the poll 
list. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §JJ.055. A.L /983 s.B. 234) 

115.433. Judge of each party to initial paper baUots or baUot cards, when.
After the voter's identification certificate has been initialed, two judges of different 
political parties shall, where paper ballots or ballot cards are used, initial the voter's 
ballot or ballot card. 
(L 1977 H.B. IOJ §JJ.060) 
FJJective /-/-78 

115.435. Voter to proceed to voting booth, when.-After initialing the voter's 
identification certificate and after completing any procedures required by section 
115.433, the election judges shall allow the voter to proceed to the voting booth 
and vote. 
(L 1977 H.B./Ol 011.070) 
Effet:lille 1·1·78 

115.436. PbysicaUy disabled may vote at polUng place, procedure.-l. In 
jurisdictions using paper ballots and electronic voting systems, when any physically 
disabled voter within two hundred feet of a polling place is unable to enter the polling 
place, two election judges, one of each major political party, shall, when time permits, 
take a ballot, equipment and materials necessary for voting to the voter. The voter 
shall mark the ballot, and the election judges shall place the ballot in an envelope, 
seal it and place it in the ballot box. 

2. ]n jurisdictions using voting machines, when any physically disabled voter 
within two hundred feet of a polling place is unable to enter the polling place, two 
election judges, one of e-ach major political party, shall, when time permits, take 
an absentee ballot to the voter. The voter shall mark the ballot, and the election 
judges shall place the ballot in an envelope, seal it and place it in the ballot box. 

3. The election authority in any jurisdiction may designate a polling place more 
accessible to any physically disabled voter than the polling place to which that voter 
would normally be assigned to vote, provided that the candidates and issues voted 
on are consistent for both the designated location and the voting location for the 
voter's precinct. The election authority may also assign members of the physically 
disabled voter's household to the same voting location as the physically disabled voter. 
In no event shall a voter be assigned under this section to a designated location 
apart from the established voting location for the voter's precinct if the voter objects 
to the assignment to another location. 
(L 1979 S.D. 275, A.L /983 S.B. 234) 

115.437. Judges to enter date on card.-An election judge shall enter the date 
ofthe vote in the appropriate place on the card. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01011.075, A.L /985 H.B. 620, A.L 1986 H.B. 1471. et al.) 

115.439. Procedure for voting paper baUot.-1. If paper baUots or ballot cards 
are used, the voter shall, immediately upon receiving his ballot, go alone to a voting 
booth and vote his ballot in the following manner: 
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(I) If the voter desires to vote a straight party ticket, he may place a cross (X) 
mark in the circle directly below the party name at the head of the column, or he 
may place Cross (X) marks in the squares directly to the left of the names of candidates 
on one party ticket; 

(2) If the voter desires to vote a split party ticket, he may place a cross (X) 
mark in the circle directly below one party name at the head of the column and 
cross (X) marks in the squares directly to the left of the names of candidates on 
other party tickets, or he may place cross (X) marks in the squares directly to the 
left of the names of candidates on different party tickets; 

(3) If the voter desires to vote for a person whose name does not appear on 
the ballot, he may cross out a name which appears on the ballot for the office and 
write the name of the person for whom he wishes to vote above or below the crossed
out Dame and place a cross (X) mark in the square directly to the left of the crossed
out name. If a write-in line appears on the ballot, he may write the name of the 
person for whom he wishes to vote on the line and place a cross (X) mark in the 
square directly to the left of the name; 

(4) If the ballot does not contain any party designations, the voter shall place 
a cross (X) mark in the squares directly to the left of the names of the candidates 
for whom he desires to vote; 

(5) If the ballot is one which contains no candidates, the voter shall place a 
cross (X) mark in the square directly to the left of each "yes" or "no" he desires 
to vote. No voter shall vote for the same person more than once for the same office 
at the same election. 

2. For purposes of this section, a punch or sensor mark or any other mark 
clearly indicating that the voter intends to mark that particular square shall be 
equivalent to a cross (X) mark. 

3. If voting machines are used, the voter shall, immediately upon direction by 
the judges, go alone to a voting machine, close the curtain and vote in substantially 
the same manner provided in subsection 1 of this section. Rather than placing cross 
(X) marks on the ballot, however, the voter shall cause the designations to appear 
on the face of the voting machine, cast any write-in votes and register his votes as 
directed in the instructions for use of the machine. 

4. If the voter accidentally spoils his ballot or ballot card or makes an error, 
he may return it to an election judge and receive another. The election judge shall 
mark "SPOILED" across the ballot or ballot card and place it in an envelope marked 
"SPOILED BALLOTS." After another ballot has been prepared in the manner 
provided in section 115.433, the ballot shall be given to the voter for voting. 

5. If any sticker or other item containing a write-in candidate's name, in lieu 
of a handwritten name, is pr~sent on the ballot, such sti~ker or item shall contain 
a cross (X) mark, or other mark as described in subsection 2 of this section, in the 
square directly left of the candidate's name and the office for which the candidate 
is a write-in candidate. A write-in vote that does not meet the requirements of this 
subsection which appears on a ballot shall not be counted under sections 115.447 
to 115.525. In those jurisdictions using an electronic voting system which utilizes 
mark sense or optical scan technology, such system shall be programmed to identify 
and separate those ballots which contain an office in which write-in candidates are 
eligible to receive votes. and which contain less votes than a voter is entitled to cast. 
In addition, such sticker shall he considered "printed matter" as defined in subsection 
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8 of section 130.031, RSMo, and as such shall contain the designation required by 
subsection 8 of section 130.031, RSMo. 
(L 1977 H.B. /OJ §/I.080, A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 

115.441. Delay by voter prohibited.-Each voter shall vote without undue delay. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §JJ.085) 
FJfective J·J·78 

115.443. Paper ballots, how marked-ballot cards, procedure for yoting- voting 
machines, how voted.-l. Where paper ballots are used, the voter shall, before leaving 
the voting booth, fold his ballot so that the cross (X) marks are concealed. The 
voter shall place his ballot in the ballot box and leave the polling place immediately. 

2. Where ballot cards with envelopes are used, the voter shall, immediately before 
leaving the voting booth, place his ballot card in the ballot envelope. Where ballot 
cards with stubs are used, the voter shall, immediately after leaving the voting booth, 
hand his ballot card or envelope containing his ballot card to an election judge. 
The election judge shall remove the stub from the ballot card and, where ballot envelopes 
are used, replace the ballot card in the envelope and return the ballot card or envelope 
containing the ballot card to the voter. The voter shall place the ballot card or envelope 
containing the ballot card in the ballot box and leave the polling place immediately. 
Where ballot cards without stubs are used, the voter shall, immediately after leaving 
the voting booth, place the ballot card or ballot envelope containing the ballot card 
in the ballot box and leave the polling place immediatelY. 

3. Where voting machines are used, the voter shall register his vote as directed 
in the instructions for use of the machine and leave the polling place immediately. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §1J.09O) 
Effective /·1·78 

115.445. No one but voter in booth, exception.-l. Except as provided in 
subsections 2 and 3 of this section, no one other than the voter shall be permitted 
in any voting booth or permitted to be in any position where he may see how a 
voter is voting. 

2. If any voter, after entering a voting booth, asks for further instructions 
concerning the manner of voting, two election judges of different political parties 
shall give such instructions. Such judges shall not enter the voting booth unless it 
is impossible to give the instructions otherwise. After giving the instructions, the judges 
shall leave the area and take all necessary measures to insure that the voter casts 
his vote in secret. 

3. If any voter declares under oath to the election judges that he cannot read 
or write, is blind or has any other physical disability and cannot vote his ballot, 
he may be assisted by the election judges or by any person of his own choice other 
than a judge. If the voter asks for the assistance of election judges, two judges of 
different political parties shall go to the voting booth and cast his vote as he directs. 
If the voter asks for the assistance of someone other than election judges, the assistant 
shall go to the voting booth with the voter and cast his vote as he directs. No person, 
other than election judges and members of such voters' immediate families, shall 
assist more than one voter at one election. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §11.095) 
Effective 1·1·78 
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COUNTING OF VOTES 

115.447. Definitions.-l. As used in this subchapter, unless the context clearly 
implies otherwise, the following terms shall mean: 

(1) "Counting judges" are the two judges, one from each major political party, 
who read each vote received by all candidates and each vote for and against all 
questions at a polling place; 

(2) "Receiving judges" are the two judges, one from each major political party, 
who initial each voter's ballot at a polling place; 

(3) "Recording judges" are the two judges, one from each major political party, 
who tally the votes received by each candidate and for and against each question 
at a polling place. These terms describe functions rather than individuals, and any 
election judge may perform more than one function at a polling place on election 
day. 

2. As used in this subchapter, unless the context clearly implies otherwise, the 
following terms shall mean: 

(1) "Defective ballot" is any ballot card on which the number of write-in votes 
and votes cast on the ballot card for any office exceed the number allowed by law, 
and any ballot card which is bent Or damaged so that it cannot be properly counted 
by automatic tabulating equipment; 

(2) "Rejected ballot" is any ballot on which no votes are counted because the 
ballot fails to have the initials of the proper election judges, because the number 
of votes for all offices and on all questions exceeds the number authorized by law, 
because the voter is deemed by the election judges to be unqualified, because it is 
an absentee ballot not accompanied by a completed and signed affidavit, or because 
the ballot was voted with unlawful assistance; 

(3) "Spoiled ballot" is any ballot accidentally spoiled by a voter and replaced 
by election judges in the manner provided in subsection 4 of section 115.439. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §12.001) 

Effective 1-1-78 

115.449. Ballots, when and how counted.-l. As soon as the polls close in each 
polling place using paper ballots, the election judges shall begin to count the votes. 
If earlier counting is begun pursuant to section 115.451, the election judges shall 
complete the count in the manner provided by this section. Once begun, no count 
shall be adjourned or postponed until all proper votes have been counted. 

2. One counting judge, closely observed by the other counting judge, shall take 
the ballots out of the ballot box one at a time and, holding each ballot in such 
a way that the other counting judge may read it, shall read the name of each candidate 
properly voted for and the office sought by each. As each vote is called out, the 
recording judges shall each record the vote on a tally sheet. The votes for and against 
all questions shall likewise be read and recorded. In a general election, the counting 
judges may separate the straight party ballots from the split party ballots and first 
read one and then the other. If more than one political subdivision or special district 
is holding an election on the same day at the same polling place and using separate 
ballots, the counting judges may separate the ballots of each political subdivision 
and special district and first read One set, then the next and so on until all proper 
votes have been counted. 

3. Mter all of the proper votes on a ballot have been counted, the ballot shall 
be strung on a wire or string in the order read. After all the ballots have been read 
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and strung and after the recording judges agree on the count, the wire or string 
shall be tied in a firm knot, and the knot shall be sealed so that it cannot be untied 
without breaking the seal. Rejected and spoiled ballots shall not be strung but shall 
be placed in separate containers marked "REJECTED" and "SPOILED". 

4. After the recording of all proper votes, the recording judges shall compare 
their tallies. When the recording judges agree on the count, they shall sign both of 
the tally sheets, and one of the recording judges shall announce in a loud voice the 
total number of votes for each candidate and for and against each question. 

5. After the announcement of the vote, the election judges shall record the vote 
totals in the appropriate places on each statement of returns. If any tally sheet or 
statement of returns contains no heading for any Question, th.e election judges shall 
write the necessary headings on the tally sheet or statement of returns. 
(L 1977 H.B. JOI §ll.OO5) 
Effective 1·1·78 

115.451. Judges may read and record votes before polls close, when- procedure 
to be followed.-If authorized by the election authority, the election judges may read 
and record votes before the close of the polls. If so authorized, the election judges 
shall use one ballot box for the deposit of ballots during the first hour of voting. 
At the end of the hour, the receiving judges shall deliver the ballot box to the counting 
and recording judges, who shall give the receiving judges a second empty ballot box. 
The second ballot box shall be shown to be empty and locked in the manner provided 
in section 115.423. The second ballot box shall not be opened or removed from public 
view from the time' it is shown to be empty until the time the polls close or it is 
removed for counting pursuant to this section. The ballot box containing the voted 
ballots shall be taken to a private area within the polling place, and the ballots shall 
be read and recorded in the manner provided by section 115.449. In no case shall 
ballot boxes be switched at less than one hour intervals and then only if twenty
five or more ballots have been voted during the hour. 
(L 1977 H.B. JOI §/2.0JO) 
Effective 1·1·78 

115.453. Procedure for counting Yotes for candidates.-EI~ction judges shall count 
votes for all candidates in the following manner: 

(I) If a cross (X) mark appears in the circle immediately below a party name 
at the head of a column, each candidate of the party shall be counted as voted for. 
If a cross (X) mark appears in the circle immediately below more than one party 
name, no candidate shall be counted as voted for, except a candidate before whose 
name a cross (X) mark appears in the square preceding the name and a cross (X) 
mark does not appear in the square preceding the name of any candidate for the 
same office in another column. If a cross (X) mark appears in the circle immediately 
below a party name at the head of a column, and a cross (X) mark appears in the 
square next to the name of any candidate in another column, each candidate of 
the party whose circle is marked shall be counted as voted for, except where a cross 
(X) mark appears in the square preceding the name of any candidate in another 
column. Except as provided in this subdivision and subdivision (2) of this section, 
each candidate with a cross (X) mark in the square preceding his name shall be 
counted as voted for. 

(2) If no cross (X) mark appears in the circle immediately below any party name, 
but a cross (X) mark does appear in the square next to any candidate's name, the 
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name of each candidate next to which a cross (X) mark appears shall be counted 
as voted for, and no other name shall be counted as voted for. If cross (X) marks 
appear next to the names of more candidates for an office than are entitled to fill 
the office, no candidate for the office shall be counted as voted for. If more than 
one candidate is to be nominated or elected to an office, and any voter has voted 
for the same candidate more than once for the same office at the same election, 
no votes cast by the voter for the candidate shall be counted. 

(3) No vote shan be counted for any candidate that is not marked substantially 
in accordance with the provisions of this section. The judges shall count votes marked 
substantially in accordance with this section when the intent of the voter seems clear. 
No ballot containing any proper votes shall be rejected for containing fewer marks 
than are authorized by law. 

(4) Write-in votes shall be counted only for candidates for election to office 
who have filed a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate for election to office 
with the proper election authority prior to 5:00 p.m. on the second Friday immediately 
preceding the election day. No person who filed as a party or independent candidate 
for nomination or election to an office may, without withdrawing as provided by 
law, file as a write-in candidate for election to the same office for the same term. 
The election authority shall furnish a list to the election judges and counting teams 
prior to election day of all write-in candidates who have ftled such declaration. This 
subdivision shall not apply to elections wherein candidates are being elected to an 
office for which no candidate has filed. 

(5) Write-in votes shall be cast and counted for a candidate without party 
designation. Write-in votes for a person cast with a party designation shall not be 
counted. Except for candidates for political party committees, no candidate shall 
be elected as a write-in candidate unless he receives a separate plurality of the votes 
without party designation regardless of whether or not the total write-in votes for 
such candidate under all party and without party designations totals a majority of 
the votes cast. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §12.015, A.L 1979 S.B. 175, A.L J983 SB.134) 

115.455. Procedure for counting votes on questions.-Election judges shall count 
votes on each question in the following manner: 

(I) If a cross (X) mark appears in the square immediately beside or below the 
"YES", the question shall be counted as voted for. If a cross (X) mark appears in 
the square immediately beside or below the "NO", the question shall be counted 
as voted against; 

(2) If a cross (X) mark appears in the square immediately beside or below the 
"YES" and in the square immediately beside or below the "NO", the question shall 
neither be counted as voted for nor as voted against. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §12.020) 
Effective J-J-78 

115.457. Uninitialed ballots rejected, exception.-If a ballot appears without the 
initials of two election judges, the ballot shall be rejected, except when it appears 
the absence of initials is due to a mistake of the election judges and that the ballot 
is otherwise legal and proper. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §12.02J) 
F/lective 1-1-78 
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115.459. Duties of judges after polls dose (paper ballots).-At each polling place 

using paper ballots, after the polling place is closed, the election judges shall 

(I) Certify in the tally book the number of ballots cast, the number of identification 

certificates signed. the number of rejected and spoiled ballots and the number of 
ballots received at the polling place which were not cast at the election. If the number 

of signed identification certificates is not the same as the number of ballots cast, 

the judges shall make a signed statement of the fact and the reasons therefor if known 

and shall return the statement with the statements of returns; 

(2) Certify on two statements of returns the number of votes received by each 

candidate and for and against each question. No returns shall be signed in blank 

or before the polls have closed and all proper votes cast at the polling place have 

been counted; 

(3) Certify that each statement made in the tally book and on each statement 

of returns is correct. If any judge declines to certify that all such statements are 

correct, he shall state his reasons in writing, which shall be attached to each statement 

of returns and returned with the statement to the election authority. 

(L 1977 H.B. 101111.030) 

Effective /·/·78 

115.461. Tally book, form of':"tally sheet, form of-statements of returns, form 

of (paper ballots).-1. The tally book for each polling place using paper ballots shall 

be in substantially the following form: 

Tally book ror ......................... precincts, at the general (special, primary) election held on the 

.................... day of .............. '" "', 19 ...... AB, CD, EF, and XP judges, and ZR and 
LT, watchers and BH and SP challengers at this polling place, were sworn as the law directs before 

beginning their duties. 

We hereby certify: 

The number of ballots received at this polling place is 
The information on the official ballots received at this polling place is the same as the information 

on the sample ballots received at this polling place. 

AD 
CD Election Judges 

EF 
XP 
We hereby certify: 

The number of ballots cast at this polling place is ......•..•..•........... ; 

The number of identification certificates signed at this polling place is ............... ; 

The number of rejected ba1lots at this polling place is ...................•.....•... ; 

The number of spoiled ballots at this polling place is .............................. ; 

The number of ballots received at this polling place which were not cast at this election 

AD 
CD 
EF 
XP 

is ........................................ ; 

2. At each polling place using paper ballots, two tally sheets shall be included 
in each tally book. The tally sheets shall be in substantially the following form: 
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Officc 

Governor 

Representative 
in 
Congress 

Question 

CHAPTER 115 

NAMES OF PERSONS VOTED FOR AND FOR WHAT 
OFFICE AND THE NUMBER OF VOTES CAST 

FOR EACH PERSON 

Candidates Tally of Votes 

MC 

HK 

EH 

55 

RK 

CB 

VOTES FOR AND AGAINST EACH QUESTION 

Tally of 
votes 
FOR 

Tally of 
votes 

AGAINST 

Total of 
votes 
FOR 

I.To ______ ; 

2. To ------; 

98 

Total 
Votes 

Total of 
votes 

AGAINST 

Signature of Recording Judge Signature of Recording Judge 
(of different political party) 

3. At each polling place using paper ballots, two statements of returns shall 
be provided to the election judges. The statements of returns shall be in substantially 
the following form: 

We hereby certify that Me had ......................•..•.......... votes for governor, and HK had 
............. , ...... votes for governor and EH had .................... votes for governor; that SS 
had .................................•................... votes for representative in Congress, etc. 
We hereby certify that proposition number I received .•................. " ............. votes for and 
................• votes against; constitutional amendment number I received ....•.........•.. votes 

for and ........................•......•..................................... votes against. etc. 
We, the duly qualified and acting Judges of the polling place for ......................... precincts, at 
the general (special, primary) election held on the .................. of ..................• 19 ...... , 
in ........... ' .... county (City of St. louis, Kansas City), Missouri do hereby certify that the foregoing 
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is a full and accurate return of a1l votes cast at this polling place for all candidates and for and against 
all questions. 
AD 
CD Election Judges 
EF 
XP 
(L 1977 H.B. /OJ §12.035) 
Effective J-J-78 

115.463. Procedure after statements of returns signed (paper ballots).-lmme
diately after signing the statements of returns, the election judges shall enclose the 
voted ballots, tally books, tally sheets, statements of returns and other election supplies 
in containers designated by the election authority. 
(L 1977 HB. 101 §J2.040) 
Effective J-J-78 

115.465. Procedure for returning voted ballots (paper ballots).-l. If the election 
authority directs the voted ballots to be returned in a ballot box, the box shall be 
locked and the key removed. Each election judge shall write his name on a strip 
of paper which shall be pasted over the keyhole of the ballot box and extended 
over the- upper lid of the box and over the top for some distance. The strip shall 
be pasted in such a manner that the signatures extend across the keyhole and place 
of opening so that if the box is opened or the key inserted in the keyhole, the paper 
will be torn and,the signatures destroyed. The paper shall be fastened with an adhesive 
material which will not permit removal of the strip without defacing it. 

2. If the election authority directs the voted ballots to be returned in an envelope 
or other container, the container shall be sealed. Each election judge shall write his 
name on a strip of paper which shall be pasted over the opening of the container. 
The strip s'hall be pasted in such a manner that the signatures extend across the 
place of opening so that if the container is opened, the paper will be tom and the 
signatures destroyed. The paper shall be fastened with an adhesive material which 
will not permit removal of the strip without defacing it. 

3. On the outside of the ballot box or other container in which the ballots are 
returned, the location of the polling place and the date of the election shal1 be printed. 
(L 1977 B.B. 101 §12.04J) 
Effective /·/·78 

115.467. Duties of judges after polls close (electronic voting).-l. As soon as 
the polls close in each polling place using an electronic voting system, the election 
judges shall secure the marking devices against further voting and begin to count 
the write·in votes. If earlier counting of write·in votes is begun pursuant to section 
115.469, the election judges shall complete the count in the manner provided in this 
section. Once begun, the count shall not be adjourned or postponed until all proper 
write·in votes in the ballot box have been counted. 

2. The election judges shall remove the ballot cards from the ballot box and 
separate the ballots with write-in votes from those without write·in votes. If there 
is a separate form for write·in votes, aU forms on which write-in votes have been 
recorded shall be consecutively numbered, starting with the number one, and the 
same number shall be placed on the ballot card of the voter. Where tallying of write· 
in votes is to be done at the polling place, the eleciion judges shall compare the 
write·in votes with the votes cast on the ballot card. If the total number of votes 
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including write~in votes for any office exceeds the number allowed by law, or if a 
voter has voted more than once for the same person for the same office at the same 
election, a notation of the fact shall be noted on the back of the ballot card, and 
it shall be returned with the write-in form, if any, to the counting location in an 
envelope marked "DEFECTIVE BALLOTS". 

3. All proper write-in votes shall be read, recorded and counted as provided 
in sections 115.449 and 115.453. No write-in vote shall be counted for any candidate 
for any office whose name appears on the ballot label as a candidate for the office, 
except when more than one person is to be nominated or elected to an office. When 
more than one person is to be nominated or elected to an office, the voter may 
write in the names of one or mOTC persons whose names do not appear on the ballot 
label with or without the names of One or mOI',C'persons whose names do appear. 

4. If any ballot card is damaged so that it cannot properly be counted by the 
automatic tabulating equipment, the fact shall be noted on the back of the ballot 
card and it shall be returned to the counting location in the envelope marked 
"DEFECTIVE BALLOTS". 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §12.050. A.L 1978 S.B. 582) 

115.468. Write-in votes may be tallied at counting center.-At the discretion 
of the election authority, the verification and tallying of write-in votes may be done 
at the counting center by teams of election authority employees in lieu of at the 
polling place. 
IL 1978 S.8. 582) 

115.469. Write-in votes, when counted-procedure to follow.-l. If authorized 
by the election authority, the election judges at any polling place using an electronic 
voting system may read and record write-in votes before the close of the polls and 
may send other voted ballots to the counting place. If so authorized, the election 
judges shall use one ballot box for the deposit of ballots during the first five hours 
of voting. Between eleven o'clock in the morning and twelve noon, the receiving 
judges shall deliver the ballot box to the counting and recording judges, who shall 
give the receiving judges a second empty ballot box. The second ballot box shall 
be shown to be empty and locked in the manner provided in section 115.423. The 
second ballot box shall not be opened or removed from public view from the time 
it is shown to be empty until the time the polls close. The ballot box containing 
the voted ballots shall be taken to a private area within the polling place, and the 
write-in votes shall be read and recorded in the manner provided in section 115.467. 

2. If early counting of write-in votes is begun pursuant to this section, the election 
judges shall, after counting and recording all proper write-in votes, separate all ballot 
cards, except defective ballot cards, from the write-in forms if any. The ballots which 
do not have write-in votes shall then be sent to the counting place in the same manner 
as ballots are sent upon the close of the polls. The election judges shall enclose the 
ballot cards, the envelope marked "DEFECTIVE BALLOTS", and all write-in forms 
containing proper votes, in a container designated by the election authority. The 
container shall be securely sealed in such a manner that if the container is opened, 
the seal will be broken beyond repair. On the outside of the container, the location 
of the polling place and the date of the election shall be printed. After sealing, the 
container shall be closely watched by the election judges until it is delivered to the 
counting location. 
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3. If early counting of write-in votes is begun pursuant to this section, the election 
authority shall appoint a team of employees or election judges who shall, between 
the hours of eleven o'clock in the morning and three 0 'clock in the afternoon, receive 
the ballot container from the election judges at the polling place and immediately 
deliver it to the counting location. Each team appointed pursuant to this subsection 
shall consist of two members, one from each major political party. If any ballot 
container is not sealed when it is delivered to the counting location, the election 
official receiving the container shall make a statement of the fact which includes 
the location of the polling place and the date of the election printed on the container 
and the reason the container is not sealed, if known. 

4. After delivery to the counting location, any ballot which is damaged and cannot 
be properly counted by the automatic tabulating equipment may be handcounted 
or duplicated in the manner provided in subsection 3 of section 115.477. 

5. After delivery to the counting location, the proper votes on each ballot card 
may be transferred to magnetic tapes. Under no circumstances shall any such tape 
be read or interpreted until after the time fixed by law for the close of the polls 
and then only in the manner provided in section 115.477. 

6. Write-in ballots may also be counted as provided in section 115.451. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §12.053. A.L 1979 S.B. 275. AL 1982 S.B. 526) 
Effective 5·20-82 

115.471. Certification of tally book and statements of returns as to write-in votes 
(electronic voting).-At each polling place using an electronic voting system, after 
the polling place is closed, the election judges shall 

(I) Certify in the tally book: the number of ballots cast by reconciling the ballot 
stubs against the number of identification certificates signed; the number of defective 
and spoiled ballots; the number of ballots with write-in votes; and the number of 
ballots received at the polling place which were not cast at the election. If the number 
of signed identification cert.ificates is not the same as the number of ballots cast, 
the judges shall make a signed statement of the fact and the reasons therefor, if 
known, and shall return the statement with tlie statements of returns; 

(2) Where tallying of write-in votes is to be done at the polling place, certify 
on two statements of returns the number of write-in votes received by each candidate. 
No returns shall be signed in blank or before the polls have closed and all proper 
write-in votes cast at the polling place have been counted; 

(3) Certify that each statement made in the tally book and on each ·statement 
of returns is correct. If any judge declines to certify that all such statements are 
correct, he shall state his reasons in writing, which shall be attached to each statement 
of returns and returned with the statement to the election authority. 
(L 1977 H.B. /0/ §/2.055. A..L /978 S.B. 582. A.L /983 S.B. 234) 

115.473. Tally book, form of (electronic voting).-l. The tally book for each 
polling place using an electronic voting system shall be in substantially the following 
form: 
Tally book. for ......................... precincts, at the general (special, primary) election held on the 
........ day of ........ ,19 ...... AB, CD, EF, and XP judges; and ZR and LT, watchers; and BH and 
SP, challengers. at this polling place, were sworn as the Jaw directs before beginning their duties. 

We hereby certify: 
The number of ballots received at this polling place is ..•.....•....•..•..•....•.................. ; 
The information on the ballot cards and ballot labels received at this polling place is the same as the 

information on the sample ballots received at this polling place. 
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AD 
CD Election Judges 
EF 
XP 

We hereby certify: 

CHAPTER 115 102 

The number of ballots cast at this polling place is .•..•.....•.....•........•..•......•..•..•... ; 
The number of identification certificates signed at this polling place is .•.••.•..•..••..•..•......• ; 
The number of defective ballots at this polling place is ........................................ ; 
The number of spoiled ballots at this polling place is •.....•...•.....•......................... ; 
The number of voters casting proper write-in votes at this polling place is .•..••••..•.••..•••••••• ; 
The number of ballots received at this polling place which were not cast at this election is .......... , 

AD 
CD Election Judges 
EF 
XP 

2. Where tallying of write-in votes is to be done at the polling place. at each 
polling place using an electronic voting system, two tally sheets shall be included 
in each tally book. The tally sheets shall be used to record the proper write-in votes 
and shall be in substantially the same form provided in subsection 2 of section 115.461. 

3. Where tallying of write-in votes is to be done at the polling place, at each 
polling place using an electronic voting system, two statements of returns shall be 
provided to the election judges. The statements of returns shall be in substantially 
the following form: 

We hereby certify that BK had ........................ ' ...... write-in votes for governor, and SF bad 
.................... write-in votes for governor, that JH had .................... write-in votes for 

representative in Congress, etc. We, the duly qualified and acting judges of the polling place for ........ . 
precincts, at the general (special, primary) election held on the ..•...•.•. day of •..•..•..• ,19 ...... , in 
.......... County (City of St. Louis, Kansas City), Missouri, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full 

and accurate return of all write-in votes cast at this polling place for all candidates. 

AD 
CD Election Judges 
EF 
XP 

(L 1977 H.B. 101 §J1.060. A.L 1978 S.B. 582) 

115.475. Return of ballot cards, tally books, and statements of returns, procedure 
for (electronic voting).-l. Immediately after signing the statements of returns, or 
earlier if convenient, the election judges shall separate all ballot cards, except defective 
ballot cards, from the write-in forms if any. As soon as possible after signing the 
statements of returns, the election judges shall enclose the ballot cards, the envelope 
marked "DEFECTIVE BALLOTS", all write-in forms containing proper votes, and 
the tally book, tally sheets and statements of returns in a container designated by 
the election authority. The container shall be securely sealed in such a manner that 
if the container is opened, the seal will be broken beyond repair. On the outside 
of the container, the location of the polling place and date of the election shall be 
printed. 

2. As soon as possible after signing the statements of returns, the election judges 
shall enclose the write·in forms containing no votes, the unused ballots and other 
election supplies in containers designated by the election authority. 

3. Immediately after the ballot cards and other election materials have been placed 
in the proper containers, the two supervisory judges shall together deliver the containers 
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to the counting location or other place designated by the election authority. If any 
ballot card container is not sealed when it is delivered to the counting location or 
other place designated by the election authority, the election official receiving the 
container shall make a statement of the fact which includes the location of the polling 
place and the date of the election printed on the container and the reason the container 
is not sealed, if known. 

4. If the election authority has directed the supervisory judges to deliver election 
materials to a place other than the counting location, the election authority shall 
appoint at least one team of election judges who shall receive the ballot containers 
from the supervisory judges and immediately deliver them to the counting location. 
Each team appointed pursuant to this subsection shall consist of two election judges 
or employees of the election authority, one from each major political party. 

5. The election authority may authorize the delivery of ballots voted prior to 
11:00 a.m. to the counting location prior to the closing of the polls. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §12.065, A.L 1983 S.B. 234) 

115.477. Ballot cards, procedure for counting (electronic voting).-1. In each 
jurisdiction using an electronic voting system, all proceedings at the counting location 
shall be under the direction of the election authority, The election authority shall 
appoint two judges, one from each major political party. to be present and observe 
the count. The counting shall be open to the public, but no persons, except those 
employed and authorized for the purpose, shall touch any ballot, ballot container 
or return. 

2. All ballot cards shall be counted in order by polling place. The automatic 
tabulating equipment shall produce a return showing the total number of votes cast 
for each candidate and on each question at each polling place and in the jurisdiction 
as a whole. 

3. If any ballot is damaged and cannot be properly counted by the automatic 
tabulating equipment, it may be handcounted in the manner provided for absentee 
ballots, or a true duplicate copy may be made of the defective ballot. If any ballot 
contains a number of votes and write-in votes for any office which exceeds the number 
allowed by law. it may be handcounted in the manner provided for absentee ballots, 
a true duplicate copy be 'made which does not include the invalid votes or. at the 
discretion of the election judges, a self-adhesive removable label, sensitized, may be 
placed over any mark to allow the ballot to be processed through the automatic 
tabulating equipment. The duplication of each ballot shall be closely observed by 
two election judges or employees of the election authority, one from each major 
political party. Each duplicate ballot shall be clearly labeled "duplicate", shall bear 
a serial number which shall be recorded on the defective ballot, and shall be counted 
in lieu of the defective ballot. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §12.070. A.L 1979 S.B. 275) 

115.479. Tabulating equipment to be tested, when (electronic voting).-In each 
jurisdiction using an electronic voting system, the election authority shall, immediately 
after the count has been completed and the results received. have the automatic 
tabulating equipment tested to ascertain that the equipment has correctly counted 
the votes for all offices and on all questions. The test shall be observed by at least 
two persons designated by the election authority. one from each major political party, 
and shall be open to the public. The test shall be conducted by processing the same 
preaudited group of ballot cards used in the preelection test provided for in section 
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115.233. If any error is detected, the cause shall be ascertained and corrected, and 
an errorless count shall be made before the final results are announced. After the 
completion of an errorless count, the programs and the ballot cards shall be sealed, 
retained and disposed of as provided for paper ballots. 
(L /977 H.B. 101 §J2.075) 
Effective /-/-78 

115.481. Official return of polling place, contents of (electronic voting).-The 
final and correct return printed by the automatic tabulating equipment added to the 
write-in, absentee and handcounted votes shall be the official return of each polling 
place and the jurisdiction. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §12.080) 
Effective 1·/·78 

115.483. Duties of judge after polls dose (voting macbines).-1. As soon as the 
polls close in each polling place using voting machines, the election judges shall lock 
and seal each voting machine against further voting and proceed to count the votes. 
Once begun, the count shall not be adjourned or postponed until all proper votes 
have been counted. 

2. The election judges shall open the counting compartment on each voting 
machine or, if a machine is equipped with a device for printing. embossing or 
photographing the registering counters, the judges shall operate the machine to produce 
a record of the counters. One counting judge shall read the total vote cast for each 
candidate and for and against each question on each machine. The other counting 
judge shall watch and verify each total as it is being read from the recording counters 
or from the record of the counters. The two recording judges shall each record the 
votes cast for each candidate and for and against each question as they are called 
out and verified by the counting judges. 

3. All proper write-in votes shall be read, recorded and counted as provided 
in sections 115.449 and 115.453. No write-in vote shall be counted for any candidate 
for any office whose name appears on the ballot label as a candidate for the office, 
except when more than one person is to be nominated or elected to an office. When 
more than one person is to be nominated or elected to an office, the voter may 
write in the names of one or more persons whose names do not appear on the ballot 
label with or without the names of one or more persons whose names do appear. 
No write-in vote shall be counted unless it is cast in the appropriate place on the 
machine. 

4. If more than one voting machine is used in a polling place, the election judges 
shall read, verify and record all the totals from the first machine before proceeding 
to the second, and so on, until all of the totals on each machine in the polling place 
have been read, verified and recorded. The total number of votes from each machine 
shall be added to the write-in votes to determine the total vote for each candidate 
and for and against each question. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §12.085) 
Effective 1+78 

115.485. Certification of tally book and statements olretums (voting machines).
At each polling place using voting machines, after the polling place is closed, the, 
judges shall 

(1) Certify in the tally book the number on the protective counter of each machine, 
the number of identification certificates signed and the number of proper write-in 



105 ELECTION AUTHORITIES AND ELECTIONS §115.487 

votes cast at the polling place. If the number of signed identification certificates is 
not the same as the number of votes cast as registered on the protective counters, 
the judges shall make a signed statement of the fact and the reasons therefor if known 
and shall return the statement with the statements of returns; 

(2) Certify on two statements of returns the total number of votes cast for each 
candidate and for and against each question at the polling place; 

(3) Certify that each statement made in the tally book and on each statement 
of returns is correct. If any judge declines to certify that all such statements are 
correct, he shall state his reasons in writing, which shall be attached to each statement 
of returns and returned to the election authority. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §12.090) 
Effective }-I-78 

115.487. rally book, form of-taUy sheet, form of (voting machines).-l. The 
tally book for each polling place using voting machines shall be in substantially the 
following form: 

Tally book for .....•..•..•............. precincts, at the general (special, primary) election held on the 
...............•..•. day of ....•......... '" ... , 19 ...... AB, CD, EF; and XP judges. and ZR and 
L T, watchers and BH and SP challengers at this polling place. were sworn as the law directs before 
beginning their duties. 

We hereby certify: 

This polling place received voting machines numbered .................... and .................... ; 
The number on the seal of voting machine number ....................... is ...................... . 
the number on its protective counter is ...................... ; 
The number on the seal of voting machine number .............•........ is 
the number on its protective counter is .•..•................. ; 

All recording counters on all voting machines received at this polling place are set at zero; 

The information on the ballot labels on all voting machines received at this polling place is the same 
as the inform~tion on the sample ballots received at this polling place. 

AD 
CD 
EF Election Judges 
XP 

We hereby certify: 
The number on the protective counter of voting machine number ................ is •.....•..•...... ; 
The number on the protective counter of voting machine number ................ is ...........•.... ; 
The number of identification certificates signed at this polling place is ........ ' ..................•.... ; 
The number of proper write-in votes cast at this polling place is ............•........................ 

AD 
CD 
EF 
XP 

2. At each polling place using voting machines, two tally sheets shall be included 
in each tally book. The tally sheets shall be used to record the votes cast for each 
candidate and for and against each question as they are called out and verified by 
the counting judges. The tally sheets shall be in substantially the following form: 
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Office 

Governor 

Representative 
in 

Congress 

Question 

I. To 

2. To 

CHAPTER 115 

NAMES OF PERSONS VOTED FOR AND FOR WHAT 
OFFICE AND THE NUMBER OF VOTES CAST 

FOR EACH PERSON 

Candidates 

Me 
HK 
EH 

SS 

RK 
rR 

Voting 

Machine 
Number--"': 

Voting 
Machine 
Number-

Write-in 
Votes 

VOTES FOR AND AGAINST EACH QUESTION 

Total 
Votes 

106 

Voting Machine 
Number __ 

Voting Machine 
Number __ 

Tota1 Tota! 

Votes 

FOR 
Votes 

AGAINST 
Votes 
FOR 

Votes 

AGAINST 

Number of Number of 

Votes 

FOR 

Votes 

AGAINST 

3. At each polling place using voting machines, two statements of returns shall 
be provided to the election judges. The statements of returns shall be in substantially 
the form provided in subsection 3 of section 115.461. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 112.095) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.489. Statements oC returns, tally book, write-in votts and election supplies, 
how returned to election authority (voting machines).-l. Immediately after signing 
the statements of returns, the election judges shall enclose the write-in votes, tally 
books, statements of returns and other election supplies in containers designated by 
the election authority. 

2. In each jurisdiction using voting machines, the election authority may direct 
the supervisory judges to place the precinct registers, identification certificates and 
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other election supplies inside the voting machines and lock them for return to the 
election authority. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §ll.IOO) 
Effective J-J-78 

115.491. Supervisory judges to return ballots and supplies to election authority, 
when.-l. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this subchapter, the two 
supervisory judges, one from each major political party, shall return the voted ballots, 
the ballots marked "REJECTED", "SPOILED", and "DEFECTIVE", the tally sheets, 
tally books and statements of returns, the registration records and other election 
supplies from each polling place to the election authority as soon as possible, but 
in 'no case later than two hours after the signing of the returns at the polling place. 
The election authority shall keep its office open until all ballots, returns and other 
election materials have been received. If any voted ballot container is not sealed, 
the election authority shall make a written statement of the facts which includes the 
location of the polling place and date of the election printed on the container and 
the reason the container is not sealed. if known. 

2. If the election authority directs the voted ballots to be returned in a ballot 
box. one supervisory judge shall return the ballot box. one set of tally sheets and 
one statement of returns. The other supervisory judge shall return the keys to the 
ballot box, the tally book, the other set of tally sheets and the other statement of 
returns. If the election authority directs the voted ballots or write-in votes to be 
returned in sacks or other containers, one supervisory judge shall return the containers 
of voted ballots, one set of tally sheets and one statement of returns. The other 
supervisory judge shall return the other set of tally sheets and the other statement 
of returns. 
(L 1977 B.B. 10/ §12.105) 
EJleclive 1-/-78 

115.493. Ballots and records to be kept one year, may be inspected, when.
The election authority shall keep all voted ballots. ballot cards and write-in forms. 
and all applications. statements. certificates, affidavits and computer programs relating 
to each election for twelve months after the date of the election. During the time 
that voted ballots, ballot cards and write-in forms are kept by the election authority. 
it shall not open or inspect them or allow anyone else to do so. except upon order 
of a legislative body trying an election contest. a court or a grand jury. After twelve 
month.s. the ballots. ballot cards, write-in forms, applications, statements, certificates, 
affidavits and computer programs relating to each election may be destroyed. If an 
election contest, grand jury investigation or civil or criminal case relating to the election 
is pending at the time. however, the materials shall not be destroyed until the contest, 
investigation or case is finally determined. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §ll.llO) 
Effective 1-/-78 

115.495. Voting machine to be kept locked-machine unlocked, when
exceptions.-Except for voting machines or voting devices used during the presidential 
preference primary election held on the second Tuesday in March, after being locked 
and sealed against further voting by the election judges, voting machines shall remain 
locked for the period provided by law for filing an election contest and as much 
longer as may be necessary or advisable because of any threatened or pending contest, 
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grand jury investigation, or civil Or criminal case relating to the election. Voting 
machines or voting devices used during the presidential preference primary election 
held on the second Tuesday in March, after being locked and sealed against further 
voting by the election authority, shall remain locked for a period of seven calendar 
days. During this time, the voting machines shall not be unlocked, except upon order 
of a court, grand jury or legislative body trying an election contest. 
(L 1977 H.B. IOJ §/2.JJ5. A.L 1988 H.B. 1216) 
FJJectivt! /-26-88 

115.497. Verification board to convene, when.-As soon as practicable after each 
election, the election authority shall convene a verification board to verify the count 
and certify the results of the election. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 112.130) 
Effective 1-1·78 

115.499. Verification board, bow constituted.-l. Where the election authority 
is a board of election commissioners, the board of election commissioners shall be 
the verification board. 

2. Where the election authority is a county clerk, the county clerk and two 
verification judges, one from each major political party, shall be the verification board. 
The county clerk may, as he deems necessary, designate an even number of additional 
verification judges, one-half from one major political party and one-half from the 
other major political party. The verification judges shall possess the same qualifications 
as election judges. Not later than the second Tuesday preceding an election, the county 
clerk shall request and the county committee of each major political party in the 
jurisdiction of the election authority shall submit to the election authority a list 
containing the names of at least six persons qualified to serve on the verification 
board. Not later than the first Tuesday preceding the election, the election authority 
shall appoint not less than one person from each of the lists to serve On the verification 
board. If either county committee fails to present the prescribed number of names 
of qualified persons by the time prescribed, the election authority shall select and 
appoint a member or members of the verification board from the party. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §J2.305. A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 

115.501-115.601. 
(1980) "Official announcement" o/results 0/ primary election/or state office is announcement 0/ Secretary 
0/ State pursuant to final determination of primary election results by board of State canvassers, and 
not announcement by county clerk. Black v. Bockenkamp (A.). 607 S. W.2d 176. 

115.501. Verification board, duties of-meetings, when.-As soon as possible 
after an election in which paper ballots or ballot cards are used, the verification 
board shall meet and check the addition and figures on all tally sheets and statements 
of returns and shall compare its record with the returns made by the election judges 
and the election authority on the day of the election. Before meeting, the verification 
board shall give notice of the time and place of the meeting to each independent 
and new party candidate and the chairman of the county committee of each political 
party named on the ballot at the election. The meeting and proceedings of the 
verification board shall be open to a representative of each independent candidate 
and political party named on the ballot. If there is a discrepancy between the returns 
of the election judges and the election authority and the record of the verification 
board, the verification board shall correct the returns made by the judges and election 
authority to conform to its record. The corrected returns shall supersede the returns 
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made by the election judges and the election authority on election day. Both th~ 
record and the returns shall he retained by the election authority as provided in 
section 115.493. 
(L 1977 B.B. 101 §1l.31O) 
Effective /-/-78 

115.503. Verification board to inspect or cause inspection of voting machines.-
1. As soon as possible after an election in which voting machines are used, the ver
ification board, or a bipartisan committee appointed by the verification board, shall 
inspect each voting machine not equipped with printed election return mechanisms 
used at the election and shall make a record of the number on the seal and protective 
counter of each machine, open the counter compartment of the machine and, without 
unlocking the machine against voting, record the votes cast on the machine. In precincts 
where voting machines equipped with printed election returns mechanisms are used, 
the counter compartment shall not be opened and the original and duplicate originals 
of the printed return sheets of the votes cast on questions and for candidates regularly 
nominated, or who have duly filed, together with the tabulation and incl,,!sion of 
any votes written in on the paper roll for those not regularly nominated, or who 
have not filed, shall constitute the official return sheet for the votes cast on that 
machine, when properly certified by the precinct election officers. One copy of such 
printed return sheet shall be posted on the outside of the polling place for the in
formation of the pUblic. One copy shall be returned to the election authority and 
retained by it for not less than one year. Any bipartisan committee appointed pursuant 
to this subsection shall consist of at least two people, one from each major political 
party, who shall be appointed in the same manner and possess the same qualifications 
as election judges. 

2. After the verification board or committee has completed its inspection and 
record, it shall compare the record with the returns made by the election judges 
on election day. If there is a discrepancy between the returns of the election judges 
and the record of the verification board or committee, the verification board shall 
correct the returns made by the judges to conform to its record. The corrected returns 
shall supersede the returns made by the election judges on election day. Both the 
record and the returns shall be retained by the election authority as provided in 
section 115.493. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §12.315. A.L 1978 S.B. 774) 
Eff~ct;v~ 4-28-78 

115.505. Corrected returns prima facie evidence in election contests.-In case 
of an election contest, the corrected returns of the verification board shall be prima 
facie evidence of the vote at the election to the same extent and in the same manner 
as are the returns of the election judges and election authority on election day. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §12.J20) 
Eff~ctive 1-1-78 

115.507. Announcement of results by verification board, when due-abstract of 
votes to be official retums.-l. Not later than the second Tuesday after the election, 
the verification board shall issue a statement announcing the results of each election 
held within its jurisdiction and shall certify the returns to each political subdivision 
and special district submitting a candidate or question at the election. In any county 
in which there are two boards of election commissioners, the county clerk shall certify 
the cumulative returns of that county. 
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2. The verification board shall prepare the returns by drawing an abstract of 
the votes cast for each candidate and on each question submitted to a vote of people 
in its jurisdiction by the state and by each political subdivision and special district 
at the election. The abstract of votes drawn by the verification board shall be the 
official returns of the election. 

3. Not later than the third Thursday after each election at which the name of 
a candidate for nomination or election to the office of president of the United States, 
United States senator, representative in Congress, governor, lieutenant governor, state 
senator, state representative, judge of the circuit court, secretary of state, attorney 
general, state treasurer, or state auditor, or at which an initiative, referendum, con
stitutional amendment or question of retaining a judge subject to the provisions of 
article V, section 29 of the state constitution, appears on the ballot in a jurisdiction, 
the election authority of the jurisdiction shall mail or deliver to the secretary of state 
the abstract of the votes given in its jurisdiction, by polling place, for each such 
office and on each such question. If mailed, the abstract shall be enclosed in a strong, 
sealed envelope or envelopes. On the outside of each envelope shall be printed: "Returns 
of election held in the county of ............................ (City of St. Louis, Kansas 
City) on the ................. day of .......................• 19 ......• for the offices 
of .................................. ", etc. In any county in which there are two boards 
of election commissioners, the county clerk shall mail or deliver to the secretary of 
state the abstract of votes in his jurisdiction, by polling place, for each such office, 
and on each such question. 
(L 1977 H.B. !O1 §12.J25. A.L 1978 H.B. 169<1) 

Effective <1·3·78 

115.509. Messenger to be sent for abstract of votes, when.-If the secretary of 
state fails to receive any abstract for one mail after it is due, he shall dispatch a 
messenger to the county not returned, with the direction to deliver the abstract, unless 
circumstances clearly justify a longer delay, which in no case shall exceed thirty days. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §12.330) 
Effective 1·1·78 

115.511. Board of state canvassers to conven~ when-secretary of state to 
announce results, when.-l. The secretary of state shall convene the board of state 
canvassers to total the abstracts of each primary election and the board shall, not 
later than two weeks after receiving all required abstracts from the primary election, 
issue a statement announcing the results of the primary election for federal officers, 
governor, lieutenant governor, state senators and representatives, circuit judges, 
secretary of state, attorney general, state treasurer and state auditor. 

2. The secretary of state shall convene the board of state canvassers to total 
the abstracts of each general election and the board shall, not later than the fourth 
Tuesday in December following the general election, issue a statement announcing 
the results of the general election for federal officers, governor, lieutenant governor, 
state senatOrs and representatives, circuit judges, appellate and circuit judges subject 
to the provisions of article V, section 25 of the state constitution, secretary of state, 
attorney general, state treasurer and state auditor. 

3. The secretary of state shall convene the board of state canvassers to total 
the abstracts of each special election at which the name of a candidate for nomination 
or election to the office of United States senator, representative in Congress, governor, 
lieutenant governor, state senator, state representative, circuit judge not subject to 
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the provisions of article V, section 25 of the state constitution, secretary of state, 
attorney general, state treasurer or state auditor, or at which an initiative, referendum 
or constitutional amendment appears on the ballot, and the board shall, not later 
than two weeks after receiving all required abstracts from the election, issue a statement 
announcing the results of the election for such office or on such question. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §I2.335, A.L 1978 H.B. 1634) 
Effective /-2-79 
(1980) "Official announcement" of fesu/IS of primary election/oT SUite office if announcement of Secretary 
of Slale pursuant to final determination of primary election results by board of stale canvassers, and 
not announcement by county clerk. 
Black Y. Bockenkamp (A.), 607 S. W.ld 176. 

115.512. Votes for gubernatorial candidates, bow reported.-Each election au
thority shall report the vote for each candidate for governor by committee district 
for each congressional district, senatorial district, and legislative district wholly or 
partially contained within the jurisdiction of the election authority to the chairman 
of the county committee of each established political party and to the secretary of 
state. 
(L 1982 S.B. 526) 
Effective 5-20-82 

115.513. Evidence of fraud or violation of law discovered by verification board 
to be reported.-If any verification board, bipartisan committee, election authority 
or the secretary of state obtains evidence of fraud or any violation of law during 
a verification, it shall present such evidence immediately to the proper author!ties. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §12.340) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.515. Tie vote in primary election, procedure to be followed.-I. If two or 
more persons receive an equal number of votes for nomination as a party's candidate 
for any federal office, governor,lieutenant governor, secretary of state, attorney general, 
state treasurer, state auditor, circuit judge not subject to the provisions df article 
V, section 29 of the state constitution, state senator or state representative, and a 
higher number of votes than any other candidate for the same office on the same 
party ballot, the governor shall, immediately after the results of the election have 
been announced, issue a proclamation stating the fact and ordering a special primary 
election to determine the party's nominee for the office. The proclamation shall set 
the date of the election, which shall be not less than fourteen or more than thirty 
days after the proclamation is issued, and shall be sent by the governor to each 
election authority responsible for conducting the special primary election. In his 
proclamation, the governor shall specify the name of each candidate for the office 
to be voted on at the election, and the special primary election shall be conducted 
and the votes counted as in other primary elections. 

2. If two or more persons receive an equal number of votes for nomination 
as a party's candidate for any other office, except party committeeman or commit
teewoman, and a higher number of votes than any other candidate for the same 
office on the same party ballot, the officer with whom such candidates filed their 
declarations of candidacy shall, immediately after the results of the election have 
been certified, issue a proclamation stating the fact and ordering a special primary 
election to determine the party's nominee for the office. The proclamation shall set 
the date of the election, which shall be not less than fourteen or' more than thirty 
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days after the proclamation is issued, and shall be sent by the officer to each election 
authority responsible for conducting the special primary election. ]n his proclamation, 
the officer shall specify the name of each candidate for the office to he voted on 
at the election, and the special primary election shall be conducted and the votes 
counted as in other primary elections. 

3. As an alternative to the procedure prescribed in subsections I and 2 of this 
section, if the candidates who received an equal number of votes in such election 
agree to the procedure prescribed in this subsection, the officer with whom such 
candidates filed their declarations of candidacy may. after notification of the time 
and place of such drawing given to each such candidate at least five days before 
such drawing, determine the winner of such election by lot. Any candidate who received 
an equal number of votes may decline to have his name put into such drawing. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §12.345. A..L 1993 S.B. 31) 
Effective 6-30-93 

ItS.SI7. Tie vote in general election, procedure to be followed.-1. If two or 
more persons receive an equal number of votes for election to the office of governor, 
lieutenant governor, secretary of state, state auditor, state treasurer or attorney general, 
and a higher number of votes than any other candidate for the same office, the,secretary 
of state shall, immediately after the results of the election have been announced, 
issue a proclamation stating the fact, and the general assembly shall, by joint vote 
and without delay at its next regular session, choose one of such persons for the 
office. The speaker of the house shall file a certificate declaring which person has 
been elected to the office with the secretary of state. 

2. If two or more persons receive an equal number of votes for election to federal 
office, state senator, state representative or circuit judge not subject to the provisions 
of article V, section 25 of the state constitution, and a higher number of votes than 
any other candidate for the same office, the governor shall, immediately after the 
results of the election have been announced, issue a proclamation stating the fact 
and ordering a special election to determine which candidate is elected to the office. 
The proClamation shall set the date of the election and shall be sent by the governor 
to each election authority responsible for conducting the special election. In his 
proclamation, the governor shall specify the name of each candidate for the office 
to be voted on at the election, and the special election shall be conducted and the 
votes counted as in other elections. 

3. If two or more persons receive an equal number of votes for nomination 
or election to any office not otherwise provided for in section 115.515 or this section, 
and a higher number of votes than any other candidate for nomination or election 
to the same office, the officer with whom such candidates filed their declarations 
of candidacy shall, immediately after the results of the election have been certified, 
issue a proclamation stating the fact and ordering a special election to determine 
which candidate is elected to the office. The proclamation shall set the date of the 
election and shall be sent by the officer to each election authority responsible for 
conducting the special election. In his proclamation, the officer shall specify the name 
of each candidate for the office to be voted on at the election, and the special election 
shall be conducted and the votes counted as in other elections. 

4. As an alternative to the procedure prescribed in subsections I, 2, and 3 of 
this section, if the candidates who received an equal number of votes in such election 
agree to the procedure prescribed in this subsection, the officer with whom such 
candidates filed their declarations of candidacy may, after notification of the time 
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and place of such drawing given to each such candidate at least five days before 
such drawing, determine the winner of such election by lot. Any candidate who received 
an equal number of votes may decline to have his name put into such drawing. 
(L 1977 H.B 101 §12.350. A.L 1978 H.B. 1634. A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 
Effective 6·30-93 

115.519. Runoff eleclion belween lied candidates only.-Only Ihe names of Ihose 
persons who have received an equal number of votes for nomination to an office 
at party primary and a higher number of votes than any other candidate for the 
same office on the same party ballot shall appear on the special primary election 
ballot. Only the names of those persons who have received an equal number of votes 
for nomination or election to an office at any other election, and a higher number 
of votes than any other candidate for the same office at the same election shall appear 
on the special election ballot. 
(L J977 H.B. 10J §J2.360) 
Effective J·J·78 

115.521. Notice of runoff election published, when.-Except as provided in 
subsection 2 of section 115.023, each election authority receiving a proclamation 
ordering a special election to decide a tie vote shall cause legal notice of the election 
to be published once in the fourteen days prior to the election. The notice shall 
be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the election authority's jurisdiction 
and shall include the date and time of the election, the name of the officer or agency 
calling the election and a sample ballot. The election authority may provide any 
additional notice of the election it deems desirable. 
(L J977 H.B. 101 §12.365) 
Effective J·J·78 

115.523. Certificate of nomination to issue, when-certificate of election to issue, 
when.-l. As soon as possible after each primary election, each person nominated 
for an office at the primary election shall be issued a certificate of nomination. 

2. As soon as possible after each other election, each person elected to an office 
at the election shall be issued a certificate of election. 

3. The certificate shall be issued to each person nominated or elected by the 
officer responsible for accepting such person's declaration of candidacy. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10J §12.370) 
Effective I·J·78 

115.525. Eacb bouse of general assembly 10 receive list of its newly elected 
members, when.-Within two days after the first meeting of each general assembly, 
the secretary of state shall lay before each house a list of its elected members, consistent 
with the abstracts in his office. 
(L 1977 H.B. IOJ §12.375) 
Effective 1-1-78 

ELECTION CONTESTS 

115.526. Qualifications of candidates may be challenged, by whom, procedure
disqualification, when.-l. Any candidate for nomination to an office at a primary 
election may challenge the declaration of candidacy or qualifications of any other 
candidate for nomination to the same office to seek or hold such office, or to have 
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his name printed on the ballot, and any candidate for election to an office at a general 
or special election may challenge the declaration of candidacy or qualifications of 
any other candidate for election to the same office to seek or hold such office or 
to have his name printed on the ballot. Except as provided in sections 115.563 to 
1I5.573, challenges shall be made by filing a verified petition with the appropriate 
court as is provided for in case of a contest of election for such office in sections 
1I5.527 to 115.601. The petition shall set forth the points on which the challenger 
wishes to challenge the declaration of candidacy or Qualifications of the candidate 
and the facts he will prove in support of such points, and shall pray leave to produce 
his proof. 

2. In the case of challenge to a candidate for nomination in a primary election, 
the petition shall be filed not later than thirty days after the final date for filing 
for such election. Except as otherwise provided by law, in the case of challenge to 
a candidate for election to an office in a general or special election, the petition 
shall be fLIed not later than five days after the latest date for certification of a candidate 
by the officer responsible for issuing such certification. In the case of a disability 
occurring after said respective deadlines, the petition shall be fLIed not later than 
five days after the disability occurs or is discovered. Answers to the petition may 
be med at the time and as provided in sections 115.527 to 115.601, specifying the 
qualifications of the candidate for holding the office for which he is a candidate 
for election or for nomination. 

3. The procedure in such matters shall be the same as that provided in sections 
115.527 to 115.601, to the extent that it is applicable and not in conflict with the 
provisions of this section. For the purposes of this section, as used in sections 115.527 
to 115.601 the word "contestant" shall mean the challenger and the word "contestee" 
shall mean the candidate whose declaration of candidacy or qualifications are 
challenged. If the court determines that the candidate challenged is not qualified to 
seek or hold the office for which he is a candidate for nomination or for election 
or to have his name printed on the ballot, it shall so rule. The right of appeal exists, 
and may be taken, as provided in sections 115.527 to 115.601. 

4. Any candidate finally determined to be not qualified to seek or hold the office 
for which he is a candidate for nomination or for election shall be disqualified as 
a candidate for nomination for such office at the primary election or as a c'andidate 
for election to such office at the general or special election, as the case may be. 
Except as otherwise provided by law, whenever a candidate for nomination or election 
to an office dies, withdraws or is disqualified prior to the election, such candidate's 
name shall not be printed on the official ballot. 
(L /982 S.B. 526, A.L /993 S.B. 31) 

115.527. ChaUenge of nomination at primary, who may make.-Any candidate 
for nomination to an office at a primary election may challenge the correctness of 
the returns for the nomination charging that irregularities occurred in the election. 
(L 1977 H.B. /0/ §/3.oo/) 
Effective /-/-78 

115.529. Circuit court to hear primary election contests.-Circuit courts shall 
have jurisdiction to hear and determine all primary election contests. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §/3.oo5) 
Effective /-/-78 
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llS.S31. Petition to contest primary election, contents of.-Not later than five 
days after the official announcement of the results of a primary election is issued 
by the election authority or the secretary of state, as the case may be, any candidate 
desiring to contest the primary election shall file a verified petition in the office of 
the clerk of the circuit court of any circuit in which part of the election was held 
and in which any alleged irregularity occurred. The petition shall set forth the points 
on which the contestant wishes to contest the election and the facts he will prove 
in support of such points, and shall pray leave to produce his proof. The judge of 
the court shall immediately note on the petition the date it was filed and shall 
immediately set a date. not later than five days after the petition is fIled. for a preliminary 
hearing. If the petition is fIled in vacation. the judge of the circuit court shall immediately 
convene the court in special session for the purpose of hearing the contest. If no 
regular judge of the court is available the supreme court shall immediately assign 
another judge. The circuit court in which the petition is fIled shall have exclusive 
jurisdiction over all matters relating to the contest and may issue appropriate orders 
to all election authorities in the area in which the contested election was held. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §13.0/O) 
Effective /·/·78 
(/980) "Officiol announcement" of results of primary election for state office is announcement of Secretary 
of State pursuant to final determination of primary election results by board of state canvassers, and 
not announcement by county cJerk. 
Black v. Bocken/camp (A..). 607 S.W.2d 176. 

115.533. Procedure after petition fIIed.-1. Immediately after a petition is med, 
the clerk of the circuit court shall issue a summons upon the petition to the contestee, 
returnable by the day designated by the circuit court to the circuit court. The summons 
shall be served in any county of the state in the same manner provided for service 
of process in civil actions. If the contestee cannot be found within two days. the 
summons shall be served by leaving the summons and a copy of the petition at the 
residence address shown on the contestee's declaration of candidacy and by posting 
the summons in a conspicuous place in the office of the clerk of the circuit court. 

2. Immediately after the petition is fIled, the clerk of the circuit court shall send 
by certified or regi~tered mail a certified copy of the petition to the officer responsible 
for issuing the statement announcing the results of the contested election and to each 
election authority responsible for conducting the election in any area.where an alleged 
irregularity occurred. All officers and election authorities so notified shall immediately 
suspend all action on the office until the contest has been determined. 

3. Not later than four days after the petition is filed. the contestee may fIle 
an answer to the petition, specifying reasons why his nomination should not be 
contested. If the contestee wishes to contest the validity of any votes given to the 
contestant, he shall set forth in his answer the votes he wishes to contest, and the 
facts he will prove in support of such contest and shall pray leave to produce his 
proof. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §13.015) 
Fffective 1·/·78 

115.535. Election contest to have preference in order of hearing.-The contested 
election shall have preference in the order of hearing to all other cases and shall 
be commenced at the date set and heard day to day, including evenings and weekends 
if necessary, until determined. There shall be no continuances except by consent, 
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so that the case may be concluded not later than the seventh Tuesday prior to the 
general election. 
(L 1977 H.B. }01 §13.010. A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 

115.537. Hearing on necessity for recount, when.-Not later than five days after 
the petition is filed. a preliminary hearing shall be held to determine whether there 
shall be a recount and not to determine what the recount would show. The court 
shall hear all evidence by the contestant and contestee bearing on the alleged 
irregularities. 
(L 1977 H.8. 101 §J3.0lJ) 
Ejf~ctivt /-/-78 

115.539. Circuit court to order recount of votes, when.-If the court finds there 
is a prima facie showing of irregularities which place the result of the primary election 
in doubt, the court shall order a recount of all votes brought in question by the 
petition or its answer. Where the issue is drawn over the validity of certain votes 
cast, a prima facie case is made if the validity of a number of votes equal to or 
greater than the margin of defeat is placed in doubt. The court may order a recount 
of all votes brought in question by the petition or its answer at any time if it finds 
that the primary election result is placed in doubt. All materials and records relating 
to the contested election may be subpoenaed and all information contained therein 
shall be subject to the rules of discovery in civil cases. During a recount, the court 
may hear additional evidence offered by any party bearing on any issue relating to 
the contested election. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §13.0JO) 
Effective 1-1-78 

IIS.541. Recount, primary election, irregularities in elernon-how conducted.
I. Whenever a recount is ordered pursuant to section 115.539, the court shall order 
all materials and records relating to the contest brought before it, so that the court 
has the same materials and records as the election judges had while making the count 
and statements of returns. The court shall have authority to pass upon the form 
and determine the legality of the votes brought into question and to determine the 
qualifications of any voter whose vote is brought into question, provided that the 
name of a voter upon a precinct register for the polling place shall be prima facie 
evidence of the proper qualifications of the voter. A comparison may be made betw~en 
the signatures on the identification certificates and those which appear in the precinct 
registers, and no votes shall be counted except the votes of registered voters and 
those entitled to vote as provided in section 115.277 without being registered. No 
votes of any person found by the court to be unqualified to vote at the primary 
election shall be counted. 

2. Whenever a recount of votes cast on paper ballots is ordered pursuant to 
section 115.539 or 115.601, the court shall proceed to open and count the votes and, 
after the count has been completed, shall tabulate by voting district the votes cast 
for the contestant and the contestee. 

3. Whenever a recount of votes cast on any voting machine is ordered pursuant 
to section 115.539 or 115.601, the court shall make visible the registering counters 
of the machine and, without unlocking the machine against voting, shall record the 
votes cast on the machine. 
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4. Whenever a recount of votes cast on ballot card~ is ordered pursuant to section 
115.539 or 115.60 I, the court shall supervise a test of the automatic tabulating equipment 
conducted in the manner provided in section 115.233 and shall cause the votes to 
be recounted automatically or may order a hand count of the votes. In its discretion, 
the court may order a new computer program to be made, which shall be tested 
in the manner provided in section 115.233 before the votes in question are recounted 
automatically. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10J §JJ.035. A.L 1993 S.B. 3/) 

115.543. Court to appoint persons making recount-persons authorized to be 
present during recount.-Whenever a recount is ordered pursuant to section 115.539 
or 115.601, the court shall determine the number of persons necessary to assist with 
the recount and shall appoint such persons equally from lists submitted to the court 
by the contestant and the contestee. Each person appointed pursuant to this section 
shall be a disinterested person and a registered voter of the area in which the contested 
election was held. Each person so appointed shall take the oath prescribed for and 
receive the same pay as an election judge in the jurisdiction where he is registered. 
After being sworn not to disclose any facts uncovered by the recount, except those 
which are contained in the court report, the contestant and the contestee shall be 
permitted to be present in person or represented by an attorney at the recount to 
observe the recount. Each recount shall be completed under the supervision of the 
court, and the persons appointed to assist with the recount shall perform such duties 
as the court shall direct. Upon completion of any duties prescribed by the court, 
the persons appointed to assist with the recount shall make a written and signed 
report of their findings to the court. The findings of the persons appointed ~o assist 
with the recount shall be prima facie evidence of the facts stated therein, but any 
person present at the examination of the votes may be a witness to contradict the 
findings. No one other than the election authority, representatives of the court, the 
contestant and contestee, their attorneys, and those specifically appointed by the court 
to assist with the recount shall be present during any recount ordered pursuant to 
the provisions of section 115.539. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §13.040. A.L 1993 S.B. 31) 

115.545. Court to render judgment, when-effect ofjudgment.-Upon completion 
of the procedures provided for in this 'subchapter, the court shall render its judgment 
based upon the issues of law and fact and cause a certified copy of its judgment 
to be transmitted to each affected election authority and to the secretary of state. 
Each election authority to which a copy of the judgment is sent and the secretary 
of stB:te shall correct their records to conform to the judgment. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §13.04S) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.547. Contestant to post bond, when.-In each case of a contested primary 
election, the court may require the contestant to post bond for the costs and expenses 
of the election contest. The costs and expenses of any election contest, including 
the cost and expense of a recount, may be adjudged against the unsuccessful party 
with the payment of the costs and expenses enforceable as in civil cases. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §J3.050. A.L /988 H.B. 933, el QI.) 

115.549. New primary election may be ordered, when.-If any court trying a 
contested primary election determines there were irregularities of sufficient magnitude 
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to cast doubt on the validity of the initial election, it may order a new primary 
election for the contested office. The order shall set the date of the election, which 
shall not be less than fourteen or more than thirty days after the order is issued, 
and shall be scot by the clerk of the court to each election authority responsible 
for conducting the special election. In its order, the court shaU specify the name 
of each candidate for the office to be voted on at the special election, and the election 
shall be conducted and the votes counted as in other primary elections. Notice of 
the election shall be given in such manner as the court directs. The person receiving 
the highest number of votes at a special party primary election shall be his party's 
nominee for the contested office. The requisite number of persons receiving the highest 
number of votes at any other special primary election shall be the nominees for the 
office. 
(L /977 H.B. /0/ §13.055) 
Flfeclive J-I-78 
(1980) lLgidolive intent in EJection Act wa.t thaI primary election contests befuJly decided prior to general 
election. Block v. Bockenkamp (A.). 607 S. Wld 176. 

IIS.SS)' Appeal, bow token.-Either party to the contest may appeal the judgment 
of the circuit court to the court of appeals of the appropriate jurisdiction, who shall 
give the case preference in the order of hearing to all other cases, modify its rules 
to the extent necessary in order to conclude the appeal as many days prior to the 
general election as possible and hear the case in the manner of appeals of cases in 
equity. The practice and procedure prescribed in civil actions shall be followed in 
all respects not inconsistent with the provisions of sections 115.527 to 115.551. In 
every case of such appeal, a bond with sufficient sureties conditioned for the payment 
of the costs accrued and to accrue in the cause may be required by any court in 
which the case is· pending. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §13.060) 
Effective 1-1-78 
• Word "in" appears in original rolls. 
(1979) There is no doubt the legislature in the comprehensive Election Act intended primary election 
contests to be fully decided prior to 1M general election. Edwards v. KeJly (A.). 578 S. Wld 357. 
(1980) Legis14tive intent in Election Act wa.t that primary election contests be fully decided prior to general 
election. Block v. Bockenkamp (A.). 607 S. Wld 176. 

115.553. Candidate may challenge returns-registered voter 01 area may contest 
resuJt.-1. Any candidate for election to any office may challenge the correctness 
of the returns for the office, charging that irregularities occurred in the election. 

2. The result of any election on any question may be contested by one or more 
registered voters from the area in which the election was held. The petitioning voter 
or voters shall be considered the contestant and the officer or election authority 
responsible for issuing the statement setting forth the result of the election shall be 
considered the contestee. In any such contest, the proponents and opponents of the 
ballot question shall have the right to engage counsel to represent and act for them 
in all matters involved in and pertaining to the contest. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §13.100) 
Effective 1-1-78 

IIS.SSS. Contest of state office election to be beard by supreme court.-A11 
contested elections for the office of governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, 
attorney general, state treasurer and state auditor shall be heard and determined by 
the supreme court. Likewise, all contests to the results of elections on constitutional 
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amendments, on state statutes submitted or referred to the voters, and on questions 
relating to the retention of appellate and circuit judges subject to article V, section 
25 of the state constitution shan be heard and determined by the supreme court. 
(L 1977 H.B. /OJ §J3.J05, A.L /978 H.B. 1634) 
EfJutive /-2-79 

115.557. Election contest to be flied, when.-Not later than thirty days after 
the official announcement of the election result by the secretary of state, any person 
authorized by section 115.553 who wishes to contest the election for any office or 
on any question provided in section 115.555, shall file a verified petition in the office 
of the clerk of the supreme court. The petition shall set forth the points on which 
the contestant wishes to contest the election and the facts he will prove in support 
of such points, and shall pray leave to produce his proof. The supreme court shall 
have exclusive jurisdiction over all matters relating to the contest and may issue 
appropriate orders to all election authorities in the area in which the contested election 
was held. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §J3.I/o) 
Effective J·J·78 

115.559. Procedure after filing of petition.-l. Immediately after a petition is 
filed, the clerk of the supreme court shall issue a summons upon the petition to 
the contestee, returnable by the day designated by the supreme court to the supreme 
court. The summons shall be served in any county of the state in the same manner 
provided for service of process in civil actions. If the contestee cannot be found within 
two days, the summons shall be served by leaving the summons and a copy of the 
petition at the residence address shown on the contestee's declaration of candidacy 
and by posting the summons in a conspicuous place in the office of the clerk of 
the supreme court. 

2. Immediately after the petition is filed, the clerk of the supreme court shall 
send by certified or registered mail a certified copy of the petition to the secretary 
of state and to each election authority responsible for conducting the election in 
any area where an alleged irregularity occurred. 

3. Not later than fifteen days after the petition is filed, the contestee may file 
an answer to the petition, specifying reasons why his nomination should not be 
contested. If the contestee wishes to contest the validity of any votes given to the 
contestant, he shall set forth in his answer the votes he wishes to contest and the 
facts he will prove in support of such contest and shall pray leave to produce his 
proof. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §J3.JJ5) 
Effective J·J·78 

115.561. Commissioner to take testimony, appointed, when-powers of 
commissioner.-l. Immediately upon the filing of a petition and answer, if there 
is any, the supreme court shall appoint a commissioner of the court to take the 
testimony of witnesses at such times and places as the court shall order. The order 
shall specify the points and facts in regard to which testimony is to be taken and 
the time when the commissioner shall make his report to the court. 

2. Upon appointment by the court, the commissioner shall proceed to procure 
the attendance of witnesses, and to take and certify testimony as directed. The contestant 
and contestee shall have the right to attend the examination of all witnesses and 
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to cross-examine, but no testimony shall be taken except on the points and facts 
specified in the court order. The commissioner shall have authority to administer 
oaths, take depositions, compel the attendance of witnesses by summons and 
attachment, require such witnesses to testify and to compel discovery in accordance 
with the rules of discovery in civil cases. 
(L /977 H.B. /0/ §/3.120) 
Effective /·j·78 

I1S.S63. Contests for office of senator or representative to be heard by respective 
body.-l. All contested elections for the office of state senator shall he heard and 
determined by the state senate. All contested elections for the office of state 
representative shall be heard and determined by the state house of representatives. 

2. Any contest based on the qualifications of a candidate for the office of state 
senator or state representative which have not been adjudicated prior to the general 
election shall be determined by the state senate or the state house of representatives, 
as the case may be. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §13.20J, A.L 1982 S.B. 526) 
Effective 5-2().82 

115.565. Contests for house or senate seats, where and how med.-Not later 
than thirty days after the official announcement of the election result is issued by 
the secretary of state, any candidate who wishes to contest the election for an office 
provided in section 115.563 shall file a verified petition with the president of the 
senate or the speaker of the house, as the case may be. In the case of contests based 
on the qualifications of a candidate for an office provided in section 115.563, not 
later than thirty days after the results of the general election have been certified by 
the secretary of state, any candidate who wishes to contest the qualifications of another 
candidate shall file a verified petition with the president of the senate or the speaker 
of the house, as the case may be. The petition shall set forth the points on which 
the contestant wishes to contest the election and the facts he will prove in support 
of such points. The state senate or the state house of representatives, as the case 
may be, shall have exclusive jurisdiction over all matters relating to the contest and 
may issue appropriate orders, under the hand of the president of the senate or the 
speaker of the house, to all election authorities in the area in whic~ the contested 
election was held. 
(L /977 H.B. /0/ §13.205. A.L /982 S.B. 526) 
Effective 5·20-82 

115.567. Contestee, senice on, how made-notice to secretary of state-time 
for filing answer.-l. At the time of filing, the contestee shall be served with a copy 
of the petition by the contestant or his representative. With the copy of the petition 
shall be included a written notice of the time and place of the petition's filing, the 
grounds on which the election is contested, the time and place for the taking of 
depositions and the names of all witnesses to be examined. If the contestee is not 
found within two days after the petition is filed, the copy of the petition and notice 
shall be left at the residence address shown on contestee's declaration of candidacy 
and by posting the petition in a conspicuous place in the office of the secretary of 
the senate or the chief clerk of the house, as the case may be. . 

2. At the time of filing, a copy of the petition and notice shall also be transmitted 
to the secretary of state and each election authority responsible for conducting the 
election in any area where an alleged irregularity occurred. 
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3. Not later than fifteen days after the petition is filed, the contestee may file 
an answer to the petition, specifying reasons why his election should not be contested. 
At the time of filing. a copy of the answer shall be transmitted to the contestant. 
If the contestee wishes to contest the validity of any votes given to the contestant, 
he shall include in his answer a notice of the time and place for the taking of depositions, 
the grounds on which the votes will be contested, and the names of all witnesses 
to be examined. 
(L 1977 HB. 101 §13.21O) 
Effective 1-1-78 

llS.569. Depositions, when taken-civil discovery rules to apply.-Immediately 
upon the filing of a petition and answer, the taking of depositions may commence 
at the option of the contestant, and the persons selected by the contestant and contestee 
to take depositions shall immediately issue subpoenas to the witnesses, commanding 
them to appear and give testimony at the time and place specified. The taking of 
depositions and all related matters shall be subject to the rules of discovery in civil 
cases. Either the contestant or the contestee may, without notice, take rebutting 
testimony at the time and place specified for the taking of depositions. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §13.215. A.L 1982 S.B. 526) 
Effective 5-20-82 

llS.571. Evidence to be received, form, contents.-l. Evidence received by the 
senate or house may be either by depositions taken pursuant to section 115.569 or 
by witnesses subpoenaed for personal appearance before the senate or house. 

2. No testimony shall be received in the taking of depositions which does not 
relate to the points specified in the notices. 

3. All testimony taken shall be certified by the persons appointed to take the 
depositions to the president of the senate or to the speaker of the house, as the 
case may be. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §13.220, A.L 1982 S.B. 526) 
Effective 5-20-82 

115.573. No appeal from decision of house or senate.-The determination made 
by the state senate or the state house of representatives on a contested election shall 
be final and not subject to court review. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §13.225) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.575. Contests for office of circuit judge, where heard-other contests, where 
heard.-l. All contested elections for the office of circuit or associate circuit judge 
not subject to the provisions of article V, section 25 of the state constitution shall 
be heard and determined by an adjoining circuit court selected by the contestant. 

2. All contested elections on any office or question other than those provided 
for in sections 115.555. 115.563 and subsection 1 of this section shall be heard and 
determined by the circuit court of any circuit, selected by the contestant, in which 
all or any part of the election was held and in which any alleged irregularity occurred. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §13.3OJ. A.L 1978 H.B. 1634) 
Effective 1-2-79 

115.517. Time in which election contest may be liIed.-Not later than thirty days 
after the official announcement of the election result by the election authority, any 



§115.583 CHAPTER 115 122 

person authorized by section 115.553 who wishes to contest the election for any office 
or on any question provided in section 115.575 shall file a verified petition in the 
office of the clerk of the appropriate circuit court. The petition shall set forth the 
points on which the contestant wishes to contest the election and the facts he will 
prove in support of such points, and shall pray leave to produce his proof. The 
circuit court in which the petition is filed shall have exclusive jurisdiction over all 
matters relating to the contest and may issue appropriate orders to all election 
authorities in the area in which the contested election was held. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §J3.305) 
Effective /-/-78 

115.579. Duty of circuit clerk upon ftling of petition-answer, when due.
I. Immediately after a petition is filed, the clerk of the circuit court shall issue a 
summons upon the petition to the contestee, returnable by the day designated by 
the circuit court to the circuit court. The summons shall be served in any county 
of the state in the same manner provided for service of process in civil actions. If 
the contestee cannot be found within two days, the summons shall be served by 
leaving the summons and a copy of the petition at the residence address shown on 
the contestee's declaration of candidacy and by posting the summons in a conspicuous 
place in the office of the clerk of the ci,rcuit court. 

2. Immediately after the petition is filed, the clerk of the circuit court shall send 
by certified or registered mail a certified copy of the petition to the election authority 
responsible for issuing a statement announcing the results of the contested election 
and to each election authority responsible for conducting the election in any area 
where an alleged irregularity occurred. 

3. Not later than fifteen days after the petition is filed, the contestee may file 
an answer to the petition, specifying reasons why his nomination should not be 
contested. If the contestee wishes to contest the validity of any votes given to the 
contestant, he shall set forth in his answer the votes he wishes to contest and the 
facts he will prove in support of such contest and shall pray leave to produce his 
proof. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §13.3/O) 
Effective }·}-78 

115.581. Case to be tried, when.-Immediately upon the filing of a petition and 
answer, if there is any, the court shall proceed to try the case and may at once 
appoint a commissioner to take testimony in the same way and manner as provided 
for the contest of state offices in section 115.561. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §13.315) 
Effective /-/-78 

115.583. Recount ofvotes ordered, when.-If the court or legislative body hearing 
a contest finds there is a prima facie showing of irregularities which place the result 
of any contested election in doubt, the court or legislative body shall order a recount 
of all votes brought in question by the petition or its answer. Where the issue is 
drawn over the validity of certain votes cast, a prima facie case is made if the validity 
of a number of votes equal to or greater than the margin of defeat is placed in 
doubt. The court or legislative body may order a recount of all votes brought in 
question by the petition or its answer at any time if it finds that the election result 
is placed in doubt. All materials and records relating to the contested election may 
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be subpoenaed, and all information contained therein shall be subject to the rules 
of discovery in civil cases. During a recount, the court may hear additional evidence 
offered by any party bearing on any issue relating to the contested election. 
(L 1977 H.B. /OJ §13.4(0) 
Effective J·J-78 

11S.58S. Recounts, how conduded.-l. Whenever a recount is ordered pursuant 
to section 115.583 or 115.601, the court or legislative body trying the contest shall 
issue a writ to each election authority responsible for conducting the election in any 
area in which an alleged irregularity occurred, commanding the election authority 
to prepare its office and all records and materials relating to the contested election 
for the recount. Such writ shall be served immediately on the election authority by 
the sheriff of the county. Upon receipt of a writ, each election authority shall set 
a day, not more than twenty days after receiving the writ, on which it will have 
its office and all records and materials relating to the contested election prepared. 
Immediately upon setting the day, the election authority shall send by certified or 
registered mail a notice to the court or legislative body issuing the writ. The notice 
shall set forth the day selected by the election authority for the recount. 

2. Whenever a recount is ordered pursuant to section llS.583, the court or 
legislative body shall have authority to pass upon the form and determine the legality 
of the votes brought into question and to determine the qualifications of any voter 
whose vote is brought into question, provided that the name of a voter upon a precinct 
register for the polling place shall be prima facie evidence of the proper qualifications 
of the voter. A comparison may be made between the signatures on the identification 
certificates and those which appear in the precinct registers, and no votes shall be 
counted except the votes of registered voters and those entitled to voie as provided 
in subsection 2 of section 115.137 and section 115.277 without being registered. No 
votes of any person found by the court to be unqualified to vote at the election 
shall be counted. 

3. Whenever a recount of votes cast on paper ballots is ordered pursuant to 
section 115.583 or 115.601, the court or legislative body shall proceed to open and 
count the votes and, after the count has been completed, shall tabulate by voting 
district the votes cast for the contestant and the contestee. 

4. Whenever a recount of votes cast on any voting machine is ordered pursuant 
to section 115.583 or 115.601, the court or legislative body shall make visible the 
registering counters of the machine and, without unlocking the machine against voting, 
shall record the votes cast on the machine. 

5. Whenever a recount of votes cast on ballot cards is ordered pursuant to section 
115.583 or 115.60 I, the court or legislative body shall supervise a test of the automatic 
tabulating equipment conducted in the manner provided in section 115.233 and shaH 
cause the votes to be recounted automatically, or may order a hand count of the 
votes. In its discretion, the court or legislative body may order a new computer program 
to be made, which shall be tested in the manner provided in section 115.233 before 
the votes in question are recounted automatically. 
(L J977 H.B. !OJ §J3.4!O. A.L J993 S.B. 31) 

115.587. Persons conducting recount, how selected.-Whenever a recount is 
ordered pursuant to section 115.583 or 115.60 I, the court or legislative body shall 
determine the number of persons necessary to assist with the recount and shall appoint 
such persons equally from lists submitted to the court or legislative body by the 
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contestant and the contestee. Each person appointed pursuant to this section shall 
be a disinterested person and a registered voter of the area in which the contested 
election was held. Each person so appointed shall take the oath prescribed for and 
receive the same pay as an election judge in the jurisdiction where he is registered. 
After being sworn not to disclose any facts uncovered by the recount, except those 
which are contained in the court or legislative report, the contestant and the contestee 
shall be permitted to be present in person or represented by an attorney at the recount 
and to observe the recount. Each recount shall be completed under the supervision 
of the court or legislative body, and the persons appointed to assist with the recount 
shall perform such duties as the court or legislative body shall direct. Upon completion 
of any duties prescribed by the court or legislative body, the persons appointed to 
assist with the recount shall make a written and signed report of their findings to 
the court or legislative body. The findings of the persons appointed to assist with 
the recount shall be prima facie evidence of the facts stated therein, but any person 
present at the examination of the votes may be heard as a witness to contradict 
the findings. No one other than the election authority, representatives of the court 
or legislative body, the contestant and contestee, their attorneys, and those specifically 
appointed by the court or legislative body to assist with the recount shall be present 
during any recount ordered pursuant to the provisions of section 115.583 or 115.601. 
(L /977 H.B. 10/ §13.415) 
Effective /·/·78 

115.589. Records to be corrected to reflect judgment.-Each court or legislative 
body authorized to determine contested elections shall hear and determine each contest 
at the earliest opportunity after the official announcement of the results of the election 
has been made. Upon completion of the procedures provided for in this subchapter, 
the court or legislative body shall render its judgment based upon the issues of law 
and fact and cause a certified copy of its judgment to be transmitted to each affected 
election authority and to the secretary of state. Each election authority to which 
a copy of the judgment is sent and the secretary of state shall correct their records 
to conform to the judgment. 
(L /977 H.B. 101 §13.420) 
Effective /·/-78 

115.591. Contestant to post bond, when.-In each case of a contested election, 
the court or legislative body may require the contestant to post bond for .the costs 
and expenses of the election contest. The costs and expenses of any election contest, 
including the cost and expense of a recount, may be adjudged against the unsuccessful 
party with payment of the costs and expenses enforceable as in civil cases. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §13.425, A.L 1988 H.B. 933, et 0/.) 

115.593. New election ordered, when.-If the court Or legislative body trying 
a contested election determines there were irregularities of sufficient magnitude to 
cast doubt on the validity of the initial election, it may order a new election for 
the contested office or on the contested question. The order shall set the date of 
the election and shall be sent by the clerk of the court or the secretary of the senate 
or the chief clerk of the house of representatives, as the case may be, to each election 
authority responsible for conducting the special election. In its order, the court or 
legislative body shall specify the name of each candidate for the office to be voted 
on at the special election, or the ballot title of the questi9n to be voted on at the 
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special election, and the election shall be conducted and the votes counted as in 
other elections. Notice of the election shall be given in such manner as the court 
or legislative body directs. The person receiving the highest number of votes at the 
special election shall be deemed elected and entitled to assume office, or the question 
submitted at the special election shall be deemed approved if a majority of the votes 
at the special election are cast in favor of the question. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10J §]J.·130j 
Effective 1-1-78 

(1989) Because voting by unqualified VOlers is an irregularity examined by the court in conducting II 
recount, it fol1ows thaI such an irregularity may be considered in determining whether II new election 
should be ordered. When II number of voters ore found to be disquoljfll'd and that number equo/$ or 
exceeds the margin of the apparent victor, there are "irregularities of sufficient magnitude to ClW doubt 
on the validity of the initial election . .. (Mo. banc) 
Marre v. Reed. 775 S. W.2d 951. 

115.595. Person bolding certificate 01 election to bold office pending outcome
question shall be deemed decided as shown by returns pending outcome.-l. ]n each 
case of a pending election contest for an office, the person holding the certificate 
of election may qualify and take the office at the time specified by law and exercise 
the duties of the office unti1 the contest has been decided. If the contest is decided 
against the contestee, the court or legislative body trying the contest shall make an 
order for him to give up the offIce to the person determined to be entitled to the 
office and to deliver to such person all books, records, papers, property and effects 
pertaining to the office. The court or legislative body trying the contest may enforce 
the order by attachment or other proper process. Iffor any reason the person determined 
to be entitled to the office does not or cannot take office, a vacancy shall exist to 
be filled in the manner provided by law. 

2. ]n each case of a pending election contest on a question, the question shall 
be deemed approved or disapproved as shown by the official returns of the election 
unti1 the contest is decided. When the contest is decided, the question shall be deemed 
approved or disapproved in accordance with the decision as of the day the contest 
is decided, or as of the day it would otherwise have been deemed approved or 
disapproved, whichever is later. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §13.435) 
Effective 1·1·78 

115.597. Appeallrom circuit court decisions allowed, procedure lor.-]n all cases 
of contested elections, except contested elections heard by the supreme court or the 
state senate or house of representatives, the right of appeal shall exist, and appeals 
may be 'taken in the same time or manner and to the same courts as is provided 
by law for appeals in cases in equity. The practice and procedure prescribed in civil 
actions shall be followed in all respects not inconsistent with the provisions of sections 
115.553 to 115.583. Upon the filing of any such appeal, the court shall give the case 
preference in the order of hearing to all other cases and modify its rules to the extent 
necessary to conclude the appeal as quickly as possible. In every case of such appeal, 
a bond with sufficient sureties conditioned for the payment of the costs accrued and 
to accrue in the cause may be required by any court in which the case is pending. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §13.440) 

Effective 1·1·78 

115.599. Parties may subpoena witnesses and take depositions.-In all cases of 
contested elections, primary and other, the contestant and the contestee shall be allowed 
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process for witnesses, and either party may take depositions. as in civil cases, to 
be read as evidence at the trial, as is authorized in civil cases. All such depositions 
shall be filed before the trial is commenced, and may be read in evidence no matter 
where the witnesses reside. 
(L. 1977 H.B. 101 §13.445) 
Ejfeclive /-/-78 

115.600. Recount, procedure-petition by election authority.-The election 
authority, if convinced that errors of omission or commission have occurred on the 
part of the election authority, election judges, or any election personnel in the conduct 
of an election, may petition the circuit court for a recount in the same manner as 
any candidate for office or voter in an issue election may petition for a recount. 
(L 1983 S.B. 234) 
(1990) Remedies available to the Board are limited to filing a petition for a recount. Circuit court was 
without jurisdiction to order a new election. (Mo.banc) Board of Elections Commissioners of St. Louis 
Couruy v. Knipp. 784 S. W.ld 797. 

115.601. Recount authorized when less than one percent difference in vote.-
1. Any contestant in a primary or other election contest who was defeated by less 
than one percent of the votes cast for an office in any jurisdiction and any contestant 
who received the second highest number of votes cast for that office if two or more 
are to be elected and who was defeated by less than one percent of the votes cast, 
or any person whose position on a question was defeated by less than one percent 
of the votes cast on the question in any jurisdiction, shall have the right to a recount 
of the votes cast for the office or on the question in the jurisdiction. 

2. In cases where the candidate filed or the ballot question was originally filed 
with an election authority as defined in section 115.015, such recount shall be conducted 
under the direction of the court or the commissioner representing the court trying 
the contest according to the provisions of this subchapter. 

3. In cases where the candidate filed or the ballot question was originally filed 
with the secretary of state, the defeated candidate or the person whose position on 
a question was defeated by less than one percent of the votes cast on the question 
shall be allowed a recount under this section by filing with the secretary of state 
a request for a recount stating that he or his position on a question was defeated 
by less than one percent of the votes cast. Such request shall be filed not later than 
seven days after certification of the election. The secretary of state shall notify aU 
concerned parties of the filing of the request for a recount. The secretary of state 
shall authorize the election authorities to conduct a recount under this section if 
the requesting party or his position on a question was defeated by less than one 
percent of the yates cast. The secretary of state shall conduct and certify the results 
of the recount as the official results in the election within twenty days of receipt 
of the aforementioned notice of recount. 

4. Whenever a recount is ordered pursuant to subsection 2 of this section, the 
secretary of state shall determine the number of persons necessary to assist with the 
recount and shall appoint such persons equally from lists submitted by the contestant 
and the opponent who received more votes or a person whose position on a question 
received more votes than the contestant's position on that question. Each person 
appointed pursuant to this section shall be a disinterested person and a registered 
voter of the area in which the contested election was held. Each person so appointed 
shall take the oath prescribed for and receive the same pay as an election judge 
in the jurisdiction where he is registered. After being sworn not to disclose any facts 
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uncovered by the recount, except those which are contained in the report, the contestant 
and the opponent who received more votes or a person whose position on a question 
received more votes than the contestant's position on that question shall be permitted 
to be present in person or represented by an attorney at the recount and to observe 
the recount. Each recount shall be completed under the supervision of the secretary 
of state with the assistance of the election authorities involved, and the persons 
appointed to assist with the recount shall perform such duties as the secretary of 
state directs. Upon completion of any duties prescribed by the secretary of state the 
persons appointed to assist with the recount shall make a written and signed report 
of their findings. The findings of the persons appointed to assist with the recount 
shall be prima facie evidence of the facts stated therein, but any person present at 
the examination of the votes may be a witness to contradict the findings. No one 
other than the secretary of state, the election authorities involved, the contestant 
and the other witnesses described in this subsection, their attorneys, and those 
specifically appointed by the secretary of state to assist with the recount shall be 
present during any recount ordered pursuant to this section. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §13.450, A.L 1985 H.B. 620, A.L /993 S.B. 31) 

POLITICAL PARTY COMMITTEES 

115.603. Committees each established party shall maintain.-Each established 
political party shall have a state committee, a congressional district committee for 
each congressional district in the state, a judicial district committee for each circuit 
judge district in the state not subject to the provisions of article V, section 25 of 
the state constitution, a senatorial district committee for each senatorial district in 
the state, a legislative district committee for each legislative district in the state and 
a county committee for each county in the state. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §U.OOl, A.L 1978 H.B. 1634) 
Effective 1·2·79 

115.605. Purpose of committee.-Each party committee shall be selected as 
provided in this subchapter for the purpose of representing and acting for the party 
in the interim between party conventions. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §J4.005) 
Effective 1-1-78 

115.607. County committee, selection of.-1. No person shall be elected or shall 
serve as a member of a county committee who is not, for one year next before his 
election, both a registered voter of and a resident of the county and the committee 
district from which he is elected if such district shall have been so long established, 
and if not, then of the district or districts from which the same shall have been 
taken. Except as provided in subsections 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 of this section, the membership 
of a county committee of each established political party shall consist of a man and 
a woman elected from each township or ward in the county. 

2. In each county of the first class containing the major portion of a city which 
has over three hundred thousand inhabitants, two members of the committee, a man 
and a woman, shall be elected from each ward in the city. Any township entirely 
contained in the city shall have no additional representation on the county committee. 
The election authority for the county shall divide the most populous township outside 
the city into eight subdistricts of contiguous and compact territory and as nearly 
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equal in population as practicable. The subdistricts shall be numbered from one upward 
consecutively. which numbers shall. insofar as practicable, be retained upon 
reapportionment. Two members of the county committee, a man and a woman, shall 
be elected from each such subdistrict. Four members of the committee, two men 
and two women, shall be elected from each other township outside the city. 

3. In any city which has over three hundred thousand inhabitants, the major 
portion of which is located in a county of the first class with a charter form of 
government, for the portion of the city located within such county and notwithstanding 
the provisions of section 82.110, RSMo, it shall be the duty of the election authority 
to divide such cities into not less than twenty-four nor more than twenty-five wards 
after each decennial census. Wards shall be so divided that the number of inhabitants 
in any ward shall not exceed any other ward of the city and within the same county, 
by more than five percent, measured by the number of the inhabitants determined 
at the preceding decennial census. Changes of ward or precinct lines shall not affect 
the terms of office of incumbent party committeemen or committeewomen elected 
from districts as constituted at the time of their election. 

4. In each county of the first class containing a portion, but not the major portion, 
of a city which has over three hundred thousand inhabitants, ten members of the 
committee, five men and five women, shall be elected from the district of each state 
representative wholly contained in the county in the following manner: After each 
legislative reapportionment, the election authority shall divide each legislative district 
wholly contained in the county into five committee districts of contiguous territory 
as compact and as nearly equal in population as may be; two members of the committee, 
a man and a woman, shall be elected from each committee district. The election 
authority shall divide the area of the county located within legislative districts not 
wholly contained in the county into similar committee districts; two members of the 
committee, a man and a woman, shall be elected from each committee district. 

5. In each city not situated in a county, two members of the committee, a man 
and a woman, shall be elected from each ward. 

6. In all first class counties with a charter form of government and a population 
of over nine hundred thousand inhabitants, the county committee persons shall be 
elected from each township. 
(L J977 H.B. 10J §U.OlO, AL J978 H.B. 1820, A.L 1982 S.B. 526, A.L 1986 H.B. 1471, el al., AL 
1993 S.B. 31) 

115.609. County committee members, when elected (St. Louis city and county).
In each city not situated in a county and in each county which has over nine hundred 
thousand inhabitants, all members of the county committee shall be elected at the 
primary election immediately preceding each gubernatorial election and shall hold 
office until their successors are elected and qualified. In each other county, all members 
of the county committee shall be elected at each primary election and shall hold 
office until their successors are elected and qualified .. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §J4.015) 
Effective J·J·78 

115.611. County committee members, filing fees.-l. Any registered voter of the 
county may have his or her name printed on the primary ballot of his or her party 
as a candidate for county committeeman or committeewoman by filing a declaration 
of candidacy in the office of the county election authority and by paying any filing 
fee required by subsection 2 of this section. 
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2. Before filing his declaration of candidacy. candidates for county committeeman 
or county committeewoman shall pay to the treasurer of his party's county committee, 
or submit to the county election authority to be forwarded to the treasurer of his 
party's committee, a certain sum of money, as follows: 

(I) One hundred dollars if he is a candidate for county committeeman or com
mitteewoman in any county which has or hereafter has over nine hundred thousand 
inhabitants or in any city not situated in a county; 

(2) Twenty-five dollars if he is a candidate for county committeeman or com
mitteewoman in any county of the first class containing the major portion of a city 
which has over three hundred thousand inhabitants; 

(3) Except as provided in subdivisions (1) and (2) of this subsection, no candidate 
for county committeeman or committeewoman shall be required to pay a filing fee. 

3. Any person who cannot pay the fee to file as a candidate for county com
mitteeman or committeewoman may have the fee waived by filing a declaration of 
inability to pay and a petition with the official with whom he files his declaration 
of candidacy. The provisions of section 115.357 shall apply to all such declarations 
and petitions. . 

4. No person's name shall be printed on any official primary ballot as a candidate 
for county committeeman or committeewoman unless the person has filed a declaration 
of candidacy with the proper election authority not later than 5:00 p.m. on the last 
Tuesday in March immediately preceding the primary election. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §14.020. A.L 1982 S.B. 526, A.L 1983 S.B. 234) 

115.613. Committeeman and committeewoman, how selected-tie vote, effect of
if no person elected a vacancy created.-l. The qualified man and woman receiving 
the highest number of votes from each committee district for committeeman and 
committeewoman of a party shall be members of the county committee of the party. 

2. If two or more qualified persons receive an equal number of votes for county 
committeeman or committeewoman of a party and a higher number of votes than 
any other qualified person from the party, a vacancy shall exist on the county committee 
which shall be filled by a majority of the committee in the manner provided in section 
115.617. 

3. If no qualified person is elected county committeeman or committeewoman 
from a committee district for a party, a vacancy shall exist on the county committee 
which shall be filled by a majority of the committee in the manner provided in section 
115.617. 
(L. 1977 H.B. 101 §J4.025) 
Effective 1-/-78 

115.615. County committee to meet and organize, when.-After each primary 
election, each county committee shall meet at the county seat on the third Tuesday 
of August immediately following the primary. In each city not situated in a county, 
the city committee shall meet on the same day at such place within the city as the 
chairman of the current city committee may designate. At the meeting, each committee 
shall organize by electing one of its members as chairman and one of its members 
as vice chairman, a man and a woman, and a secretary and a treasurer, a man and 
a woman, who mayor may not be members of the committee. The county chairman 
and vice chairman so elected shall by virtue thereof become members of the party 
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congressional, senatorial and judicial committees of the district of which their county 
is a part. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §14.0JO) 
Flfeclive 1-1-78 

115.617. Vacancy, how fiUed.-Whenever a member of any county committee 
dies, becomes disabled, resigns, or ceases to be a registered voter of or a resident 
of the county or the committee district from which he is elected, a vacancy shall 
exist on the committee. A majority of the committee shall elect another person to 
fill the vacancy who, for one year next before his election, shall have been both 
a registered voter of and a resident of the county and the committee district. The 
person selected to fill the vacancy shall serve the remainder of the vacated term. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §J4.035. A.L }981 S.B. 526, A.L 1986 H.S. 1471. et al .• A.L 1987 B.S. 384 Revision) 
Effective 6·15..a7 

115.619. Composition of legislative, senatorial, congressional and judicial district 
committees.-l. The membership of a legislative district committee shall consist of 
all county committee members elected at polling places within the legislative district, 
except as provided in subsections 4 and 5 of this section. In all counties of this 
state which are wholly contained within a legislative district, or in which there are 
two or more whole legislative districts, or one whole legislative district and part of 
another legislative district, or parts of two or more legislative districts, there shall 
be elected from the membership of each legislative district committee a chairman 
and a vice chairman, one of whom shall be a woman and one of whom shall be 
a man, and each legislative district at the same time shall elect a secretary and a 
treasurer, one of whom shall be a woman and one of whom shall be a man, but 
who mayor may not be members of the legislative district committee. Party state 
committees may provide for voting by proxy and for weighted or fractional voting. 

2. If a legislative district and a county are coextensive, the chairman, vice chairman, 
secretary and treasurer of the county committee shall be the chairman, vice chairman, 
secretary and treasurer of the legislative committee. 

3. Except as provided in subsections 4 and 5 of this section, the congressional, 
senatorial or judicial district committee shall consist of the chairman and vice chairman 
of each of the legislative districts in the congressional, senatorial, or judicial districts 
and the chairman and vice chairman of each of the county committees within the 
districts. Party state committees may provide for voting by proxy and may provide 
for weighted or fractional voting. 

4. The congressional, senatorial or judicial district committee of a district 
coextensive with one county shall be the county committee. 

5. The congressional, senatorial or judicial district committee of a district which 
is composed in whole or in part of a part of a city or part of a county shall consist 
of the ward or township committeemen and committeewomen from such wards or 
townships included in whole or in part in such part of a city or part of a county 
forming the whole or a part of such district. Party state committees may provide 
for voting by proxy and may provide for weighted or fractional voting. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §J4.(UO. A.L 1988 H.B. 933, et al., A.L 1990 SB. 862) 

IIS.621. Congressio.nal, legislative, senatorial and judicial district committees to 
meet and organize, when-election of party state committee.-I. The members of 
each congressional district committee shall meet at some point within the district, 



131 ELECTION AUTHORITIES AND ELECTIONS §115.625 

to be designated by the current chairman of the committee, on the last Tuesday 
in August after each primary election. At the meeting, the committee shall organize 
by electing one of its members as chairman and one of its members as vice chairman, 
one of whom shall be a woman and one of whom shall be a man, and a secretary 
and a treasurer, one of whom shall be a woman and· one of whom shall be a man, 
who mayor may not be members of the committee. 

2. The members of each legislative district committee shall meet at some point 
within the legislative district or within one of the counties in which the legislative 
district exists, to be designated by the current chairman of the committee, on the 
Wednesday after the third Tuesday in August after each primary election. At the 
meeting, the committee shall organize pursuant to subsection I of section 115.619. 

3. The members of each senatorial district committee shall meet at some point 
within the district, to be designated by the current chairman of the committee, if 
there be one, and if not by the chairman of the congressional district in which the 
senatorial district is principally located, on the third Saturday in August after each 
primary election. At the meeting, the committee shall organize by electing one of 
its members as chairman and one of its members as vice chairman, one of whom 
shall be a woman and one of whom shall be a man, and a secretary and a treasurer, 
one of whom shall be a woman and one of whom shall be a man, who mayor 
may not be members of the committee. Having so organized, the committee shall 
proceed to elect two registered voters of the district, one man and one woman, as 
members of the party state committee. 

4. The members of each judicial district may meet at some point within the 
judicial district or within one of the counties in which the judicial district exists, 
to be designated by the current chairman of the committee or the chairman of the 
congressional distdct committee, on the first Tuesday in September after each primary 
election, or at another time designated by the chairmen of the committees. At the 
meeting, the committee shall organize pursuant to subsection 1 of section 115.619. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §14.041. A.L 1988 H.B. 933. et 01.) 
• Word "and" dMs not apMar in original rolls. 

115.623. State committee to meet and organize, when.-The members of the 
state committee elected as provided in section 115.621 shall meet at noon on the 
second Saturday in September at some point in the city of Jefferson to be designated 
by the current state committee chairman. At the meeting, the committee shall organize 
by electing a chairman and a vice chairman, one of whom shall be a woman, and 
a secretary and a treasurer, one of whom shall be a woman, who mayor may not 
be members of the committee. Nothing in this section shall prevent the selection 
of an honorary chairman who may act in the absence of the chairman. Having organized, 
the state committee shall meet with the party nominees for federal offices, statewide 
offices, state senator and state representative, and shall formulate and make public 
a state platform for the party. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §14.045. A.L 1983 S.B. 234. A.L 1986 H.B. 1471. et 0/.) 

115.625. Convention of delegates of established party authorized.-The state 
committee of any established political party may, except as otherwise provided by 
law, call a convention of delegates to be apportioned, chosen or elected in such manner 
as it may prescribe for the purpose of nominating presidential electors, electing delegates 
to national conventions, electing members of national committees adopting or making 
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declarations of party principles on national questions. and to do and perform any 
other act not inconsistent with the law. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §/4.050. A.L 1986 H.B. 879) 

115.627. Constitution or bylaws of political committees authorized-how 
changed.-A party committee may adopt a constitution or bylaws or both. Such 
constitution or bylaws may have any provisions not in conflict with the laws of this 
state. Changes to such party rules may require no greater than a two-thirds vote 
of the total membership of a committee. Within a sixty-day period after the required 
committee organizational meeting following each primary election, any such 
constitution or bylaws may be changed or amended by a majority vote of the total 
membership of the committee. 
(L 1977 H.B. /01 §14.055) 
Effective J-J-78 

ELECTION OFFENSES 

115.629. Four classes of election offeoses.-There shall be four classes of election 
offenses consisting of all offenses arising under sections It5.001 to 115.641 and sections 
51.450 and 51.460, RSMo,· and such other offenses as are specified by law. 
(L J977 H.B. JOJ §15.00J) 
Effective J·J-78 
·Sect;ons 51.450 and 51.460 were added late in passage and were probably not intended to be considered 
as part of "this act". 

115.631. Class one election offenses.-The following offenses, and any others 
specifically so described by law, shall be class one election offenses and are deemed 
felonies connected with the exercise of the right of suffrage. Conviction for any of 
these offenses shall be punished by imprisonment of not more than five years or 
by fine of not less than two thousand five hundred dollars but not more than ten 
thousand dollars or by both such imprisonment and fine: 

(I) Willfully and falsely making any certificate, affidavit, or statement required 
to be made under any provision of sections ll5.001 to ll5.641 and sections 51.450 
and 51.460, RSMo, including but not limited to statements specifically required to 
be made "under penalty of perjury"; or in any other manner knowingly furnishing 
false information to an election authority or election official engaged in any lawful 
duty or action in such a way as to hinder or mislead the authority or official in 
the performance of official duties; 

(2) Voting more than once or voting at any election knowing that he is not 
entitled to vote or that he has already voted on the same day at another location 
inside or outside the state of Missouri; 

(3) Procuring any person to vote knowing he is not lawfully entitled to vote 
or knowingly procuring an illegal vote to be cast at any election; 

(4) Applying for a ballot in the name of any other person, whether the name 
be that of a person living or dead or of a fictitious person, or applying for a ballot 
in his own or any other name after having once voted at the election inside or outside 
the state of Missouri; 

(5) Aiding, abetting or advising another person to vote knowing he is not legally 
entitled to vote or knowingly aiding, abetting or advising another person to cast 
an illegal vote; 
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(6) An election judge knowingly causing or permitting any ballot to be in the 
ballot box at the opening of the polls and before the voting commences; 

(7) Knowingly furnishing any voter with a false or fraudulent or bogus ballot, 
or knowingly practicing any fraud upon a voter to induce him to cast a vote which 
will be rejected, or otherwise defrauding him of his vote; 

(8) An election judge knowingly placing or attempting to place or permitting 
any ballot, or paper having the semblance of a ballot, to be placed in a ballot box 
at any election unless the ballot is offered by qualified voter as provided by law; 

(9) Knowingly placing or attempting to place or causing to be placed any false 
or fraudulent or bogus ballot in a ballot box at any election; 

(10) Knowingly removing any' legal ballot from a ballot box for the purpose 
of changing the true and lawful count of any election or in any other manner knowingly 
changing the true and lawful count of any election; 

(11) Knowingly altering, defacing, damaging, destroying or concealing any ballot 
after it has been voted for the purpose of changing the lawful count of any election; 

(12) Knowingly altering, defacing, damaging, destroying or concealing any poll 
list, report, affidavit, return or certificate for the purpose of changing the lawful 
count of any election; 

(13) On the part of any person authorized to receive, tally or count a poll list, 
tally sheet or election return, receiving, tallying or counting a poll list, tally sheet 
or election return he knows is fraudulent, forged or counterfeit, or knowingly making 
an incorrect account of any election; 

(14) On the part of any person whose duty it is to grant certificates of election, 
or in any manner declare the result of an election, granting a certificate to a person 
he knows is not entitled to receive the certificate, or declaring any election result 
he knows is based upon fraudulent, fictitious or illegal votes or returns; 

(15) Willfully destroying or damaging any official ballots, whether marked or 
unmarked, after the ballots have been prepared for use at an election and during 
the time they are required by law to be preserved in the custody of the election 
judges or the election authority~ 

(16) Willfully tampering with, disarranging, altering the information on, defacing, 
impairing or destroying any voting machine or marking device after the machine 
or marking device has been prepared for use at an election and during the time 
it is required by law to remain locked and sealed with intent to impair the functioning 
of the machine or marking device at an election, mislead any voter at the election. 
or to destroy or change the count or record of votes on such machine; 

(17) Registering to vote knowing he is not legally entitled to register or registering 
in the name of another person, whether the name be that of a person living or dead 
or of a fictitious person; 

(18) Procuring any other person to register knowing he is not legally entitled 
to register, or aiding, abetting or advising another person to register knowing he 
is not legally entitled to register; 

(19) Knowingly preparing, altering or substituting any computer program or other 
counting equipment to give an untrue or unlawful result of an election; 

(20) On the part of any person assisting a blind or disabled person to vote, 
knowingly failing to cast such person's vote as he directs; 

(21) On the part of any registration or election official, permitting any person 
to register to vote or to vote when he knows the person is not legally entitled to 
register or not legally entitled to vote; 
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(22) On the part of a notary public acting in his offlcial capacity, knowingly 
violating any of the provisions of sections 115.001 to 115.627 or any provision of 
law pertaining to elections; 

(23) Violation of any of the provisions of sections 115.275 to 115.303, or of 
any provision of law pertaining to absentee voting. 
(L /977 H.B. /OJ §/5.005, A.L 1983 S.B. 234) 

115.633. Class two election offenses.-The following offenses, and any others 
specifically so described by law, shall be class two election offenses and are deemed 
felonies not connected with the exercise of the right of suffrage. Conviction for any 
of these offenses shall be punished by imprisonment of not more than five years 
or by fine of not less than two thousand five hundred dollars but not more than 
ten thousand dollars or by both such imprisonment and fine: 

(I) On the day of election or before the counting of votes is completed, willfully 
concealing, breaking, or destroying any ballot box used or intended to be used at 
such election or willfully or fraudulently concealing or removing any ballot box from 
the custody of the election judges; 

(2) Willfully tampering with, disarranging, defacing, materially altering, 
impairing, or destroying any voting machine or automatic tabulating equipment owned 
or leased by or loaned to an election authority. 
(L /977 H.B. /0/ §/S.O/O) 
Effective /-/-78 

115.635. Class three election offenses.-The following offenses, and any others 
specifically so described by law, shall be class three election offenses and are deemed 
misdemeanors connected with the exercise of the right of suffrage. Conviction for 
any of these offenses shall be punished by imprisonment of not more than one year 
or by fine of not more than two thousand five hundred dollars, or by both such 
imprisonment and fine: 

(1) Giving, lending, agreeing to give or lend, offering, promising, or endeavoring 
to procure, any money or valuable consideration, office, or place of employment, 
to or for any voter, to or for any person on behalf of any voter, or to or for any 
person, in order to induce any voter to vote or refrain from voting or corruptly 
doing any such act on account of such voter having already voted or refrained from 
voting at any election~ 

(2) Making use of, or threatening to make use of, any force, violence, or restraint, 
or inflicting or threatening to inflict any injury, damage, harm or loss upon or against 
any person, in order to induce or compel such person to vote or refrain from voting 
at any election; 

(3) Impeding or preventing, or attempting to impede or prevent, by abduction, 
duress or any fraudulent device or contrivance, the free exercise of the franchise 
of any voter or, by abduction, duress, or any fraudulent device, compelling, inducing, 
or prevailing upon any voter to vote or refrain from voting at any election; 

(4) Giving, or making an agreement to give, any money, property, right in action, 
or other gratuity or reward, in consideration of any grant or deputation of office; 

(5) Bringing into this state any nonresident person with intent that such person 
shall vote at an election without possessing the requisite qualifications; 

(6) Asking for, receiving, or taking any money or other reward by way of gift, 
loan, or other device or agreeing or contracting for any money, gift, office, employment, 
or other reward, for giving, or refraining from giving, his vote in any election; 
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(7) Removing, destroying or altering any supplies or information placed in or 
near a voting booth for the purpose of enabling a voter to prepare his ballot; 

(8) Assisting a person to vote knowing he is not legally entitled to such assistance, 
or while assisting a person to vote who is legally entitled to such assistance, in any 
manner coercing, requesting or suggesting that the voter vote for or against or refrain 
from voting on any question, ticket or candidate; 

(9) Entering a voting booth or compartment except as specifically authorized 
bylaw; 

(10) On the part of any election official, challenger, watcher or person assisting 
a person to vote, revealing or disclosing any information as to how any voter may 
have voted, indicated that he had voted, indicated an intent to vote or offered to 
vote, except to a grand jury or pursuant to a lawful subpoena in a court proceeding 
relating to an election offense; 

(11) On the part of any registration or election official, refusing to permit any 
person to register to vote or to vote when he knows the person is legally entitled 
to register or legally entitled to vote; 

(12) Attempting to commit or participating in an attempt to commit any class 
one or class two election offense. 
(L J977 H.B. JOJ §J5.0J5) 
Effective J-J-78 

115.637. Class four election offenses.-The following offenses, and any others 
specifically so described by law, shall be class four election offenses and are deemed 
misdemeanors not connected with the exercise of the right of suffrage. Conviction 
for any of these offenses shall be punished by imprisonment of not more than one 
year or by a fine of not more than two thousand five hundred dollars or by both 
such imprisonment and fine: 

(1) Stealing or willfully concealing, defacing, mutilating, or destroying any sample 
ballots that may be furnished by an organization or individual at or near any voting 
place on election day, except that this subdivision shall not be construed so as to 
interfere with the right of an individual voter to erase or cause to be erased on a 
sample ballot the name of any candidate and substituting the name of the person 
for whom he intends to vote; or to dispose of the received sample ballot; 

(2) ·Printing, circulating, or causing to be printed or circulated, any false and 
fraudulent sample ballots which appear on their face to be designed as a fraud upon 
voters; 

(3) Purposefully giving a printed or written sample ballot to any qualified voter 
which is intended to mislead the voter; 

(4) On the part of any candidate for election to any office of honor, trust, or 
profit, offering or promising to discharge the duties of such office for a less sum 
than the salary, fees, or emoluments as fixed by law or promising to pay back or 
donate to any public or private interest any portion of such salary, fees, or emolument 
as an inducement to voters; 

(5) On the part of any canvasser appointed to canvass any registration list, willfully 
failing to appear, refusing to continue, or abandoning such canvass or willfully 
neglecting to perform his duties in making such canvass or willfully neglecting any 
duties lawfully assigned to him; 

(6) On the part of any employer, making, enforcing, or attempting to enforce 
any order, rule, or regulation or adopting any other device or method to prevent 
an employee from engaging in political activities, accepting candidacy for nomination 
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to, election to, or the holding of, political office, holding a position as a member 
of a political committee, soliciting or receiving funds for political purpose, acting 
as chairman or participating in a political convention, assuming the conduct of any 
political campaign, signing, or subscribing his name to any initiative, referendum, 
or recall petition, or any other petition circulated pursuant to law; 

(7) On the part of any person authorized or employed to print official ballots, 
or any person employed in printing ballots, giving, delivering, or knowingly permitting 
to be taken any ballot to or by any person other than the official under whose direction 
the ballots are being printed, any ballot in any form other than that prescribed by 
law, or with unauthorized names, with names misspelled, or with the names of 
candidates arranged in any way other than that authorized by law~ 

(8) On the part of any election authority or official charged by law with the 
duty of distributing the printed ballots, or any person acting on his behalf, knowingly 
distributing or causing to be distributed any ballot in any manner other than that 
prescribed by law; 

(9) Any person having in his possession any official ballot, except in the 
performance of his duty as an election authority or official, or in the act of exercising 
his individual voting privilege~ 

(10) Willfully mutilating, defacing, or altering any ballot before it is delivered 
to a voter~ 

(11) On the part of any election judge, willfully absenting himself from the polls 
on election day without good cause or willfully detaining any election material or 
equipment and not causing it to be produced at the voting place at the opening 
of the polls or within fifteen minutes thereafter; 

(12) On the part of any election authority or official, willfully neglecting, refusing, 
or omitting to perform any duty required of him by law with respect to holding 
and conducting an election, receiving and counting out the ballots, or making proper 
returns~ 

(13) On the part of any election judge, or party watcher or challenger, furnishing 
any information tending in any way to show the state of the count to any other 
person prior to the closing of the polls; 

(14) On the part of any voter, except as otherwise provided by law, allowing 
his ballot to be seen by any person with the intent of letting it be known how he 
is about to vote or has voted, or knowingly making a false statement as to his inability 
to mark his ballot; 

(15) On the part of any election judge, disclosing to any person the name of 
any candidate for whom a voter has voted; 

(16) Interfering, or attempting to interfere, with any voter inside a polling place; 
(17) On the part of any person at any registration site. polling place, counting 

location or verification location, causing any breach of the peace or engaging in 
disorderly conduct, violence, or threats of violence whereby such registration. election, 
count or verification is impeded or interfered with; 

(18) Exit polling. surveying, sampling, electioneering, distributing election 
literature, posting signs or placing vehicles bearing signs with respect to any candidate 
or question to be voted on at an election on election day inside the building in which 
a polling place is located or within twenty-five feet of the building's outer door closest 
to the polling place, or, on the part of any person, refusing to remove or permit 
removal from property owned or controlled by him, any such election sign or literature 
located within such distance on such day after request for removal by any person. 
(L 1977 H.B. 10/ §15.020, A.L /982 S.B. 526, A.L 1985 H.B. 620) 
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115.639. Three hours off work to vote-interference by employer a class four 
offense.-I. Any person entitled to vote at any election held within this state shall, 
on the day of such election, be entitled to absent himself from any services or 
employment in which he is then engaged or employed, for a period of three hours 
between the time of opening and the time of closing the polls for the purpose of 
voting, and any such absence for such purpose shall not be reason for the discharge 
of or the threat to discharge any such person from such services or employment; 
and such employee, if he votes, shall not, because of so absenting himself, be liable 
to any penalty or discipline, nor shall any deduction be made on account of such 
absence from his usual salary or wages; provided, however, that request shall be 
made for such leave of absence prior to the day of election, and provided further, 
that this section shall not apply to a voter on the day of election if there are three 
successive hours while the polls are open in which he is not in the service of his 
employer. The employer may specify any three hours between the time of opening 
and the time of closing the polls during which such employee may absent himself. 

2. Any employer violating this section shall be deemed guilty of a class four 
election offense. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §J5.025) 
EI/ective 1-1-78 

115.641. Failure to perform a duty under sections 115.001 to 115.641 and section. 
51.450 and 51.460 a class four ofTense-exceptions.-Any duty or requirement imposed 
by sections 115.001 to 115.641 and sections 51.450 and 51.460, RSMo,* which is 
not fulfilled and for which no other or different punishment is prescribed shall constitute 
a class four election offense. 
(L 1977 H.B. 101 §15.030) 
Effective 1-1-78 
·Sections 51.450 and 51.460 were added late in passage and were probably not intended to be considered 
as part o/"this act'~ 

115.646. Public funds expenditure by political subdivision officen or employee, 
prohibited-personal appearances permitted.-No contribution or expenditure of 
public funds shall be made directly by any officer, employee or agent of any political 
subdivision to advocate, support, or oppose any ballot measure or candidate for public 
office. This section shall not be construed to prohibit any public official of a political 
subdivision from making public appearances or from issuing press releases concerning 
any such ballot measure. 
(L 1988 H.B. 933, et al. §1) 

115.647. Nonincumbent candidate prohibited from causing voters to believe he 
is incumbent of the office-seizure of recordings or materials authorized.-It shall 
be unlawful for any nonincumbent candidate for public office to publish, circulate, 
or distribute any printed matter or to disseminate any information on television or 
radio or by way of any visual or audible recording that would lead voters to believe 
that the candidate is an incumbent of the office sought. As used in this section, 
the term "printed material" shall be defined to include any pamphlet, circpiar, handbill, 
sample ballot, advertisement, including advertisements in any newspaper or other 
periodical, sign, or other imprinted or lettered material. The election authority of 
competent jurisdiction shall seize any printed material or visual or audio recording 
determined to violate this section. 
(L 1988 H.B. 933, et 01. §2) 
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MAIL-IN BALLOTS, CERTAIN ELECTIONS 

115.650. Citation of sections 115.650 to 115.660-appUcable definitions.
Sections 115.650 to 115.660 shall be known and may be cited as "The Mail Ballot 
Election Act", All terms used in sections 115.650 to 115.660 shall have the same 
meaning given such terms in section 115.013. 
(L /988 H.B. U26 §/) 

115.652. Mail-in voting may be conducted, when, limitations.-An election shall 
not be conducted under sections 115.650 to 115.660 unless: 

(I) The officer or agency calling the election submits a written request that the 
election be conducted by mail. Such request shall be submitted not later than the 
date specified in section 115.125 for submission of the notice of election and sample 
ballot; 

(2) The election authority responsible for conducting the election authorizes the 
use of mailed ballots for the election; 

(3) The election is nonpartisan; and 
(4) The election is not one at which any candidate is elected, retained or recalled; 

and 
(5) The election is an issue election at which all of the qualified voters of any 

one political subdivision are the only voters eligible to vote. 
(L 1988 H.B. 1426 §2. A.L 1993 H.B. 551 &: 552 and S.B. 31) 

115.655. Delivery of official ballots, how-voting procedures-form oC return 
identification envelope-replacement ballots, when-return oC-counting oC ballots.
I. The election authority shall provide for the delivery of official ballots to each 
qualified voter: 

(I) By first class mail to the mailing address of each voter as it appears on 
the registration records of the election authority on the deadline specified in subsection 
I of section 115.135 for registration. Each ballot so mailed shall be placed by the 
election authority in an envelope which is prominently marked "Do Not Forward" 
and mailed not later than the tenth day prior to the election; or 

(2) By delivering the ballot to the residential address of the voter as it appears 
on the registration records of the election authority on the deadline specified in 
subsection I of section 115.135 for registration. Such delivery shall be made by a 
bi-partisan team appointed by the election authority from lists submitted under the 
provisions of section 115.087. 
Voters shall also be provided with a return identification envelope, a secrecy envelope, 
and instructions sufficient to describe the voting process. 

2. Upon receipt of the ballot, the voter shall mark it, place and seal the marked 
ballot in the secrecy envelope supplied with the ballot, place and seal the sealed secrecy 
envelope containing the marked ballot in the return identification envelope supplied 
with the ballot which has been signed by the voter and then return the marked ballot 
to the election authority by either: 

(I) United States mail; or 
(2) Personally delivering the ballot to the office of the election authority. 
3. The election authority may provide additional sites for return delivery of ballots. 

The election authority may provide for the payment of postage on the return of 
ballots. 
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4. The return identification envelope shall be in substantially the following form: 
PLEASE PRINT: 
NAME •...................•.....................•...................•.... 

I declare under penalty of perjury, a felony, that J am a resident and a qualified voter for this election 
as shown on voter registration records and that I have voted the enclosed ballot and am returning it 
in compliance with sections 11:5.650 to 115.660, RSMo, and have not and will not vote more than one 
ballot in this election. 

I a150 undentand that failure to complete the information below will invalidate my ballot. 

Signature 

Residence Address 

Mailing Address (if different) 

5. If the ballot is destroyed, spoiled, lost or not received by the voter, the voter 
may obtain a replacement ballot from the election authority as provided in this 
subsection. A voter seeking a replacement ballot shall sign a statement verified on 
oath or affirmation, on a form prescribed by the election authority that the ballot 
was destroyed, spoiled, lost or not received. The applicant shall deliver the statement 
to the election authority before noon on the date of the election. The applicant may 
mail the statement to the election authority; but, no election authority shall transmit 
a ballot by mail under this subsection unless the application is received prior to the 
close of business on the fifth day prior to the election. When an application is timely 
received under this subsection, the election authority shall deliver the ballot to the 
voter if the voter is present in the office of the election authority, or promptly transmit 
the ballot by mail to the voter at the address contained in the application, except 
when prohibited in this subsection. The election authority shall keep a record of 
each replacement ballot provided under this subsection. 

6. A ballot must be returned by mail or received in the office of the election 
authority or at a site provided for receipt of ballots by the election authority no 
later than 7:00 p.m. on election day. The election authority shall transmit all return 
identification envelopes to a team or teams of judges of not less than four, with 
an equal number from each major political party. The judges shall be selected by 
the election authority from lists submitted under the provisions of section llS.OS7, 
and subscribe to the oath provided in section IIS.091. Upon receipt of such envelopes 
the judges shall verify the signature of each voter on the return identification envelope 
with the signature of the voter on the voter registration records. Such verification 
may commence at time prior to the day of the election. The election authority shall 
adopt procedures for securing and accounting for all verified return identification 
envelopes. The secrecy envelope shall not be separated from the return identification 
envelope before ballots are counted. Ballots may be counted at any time on election 
day provided the results are not released before 7:00 p.m. on that day. Counting 
of ballots may be done by hand or through the utilization of automatic tabulating 
equipment and shall be governed by the applicable sections of this chapter. 
(L 1988 H.B. 142603) 

115.658. Absentee voting, allowed, how-contest of election, procedure.-l. Any 
registered voter of this state may vote by absentee ballot in an election conducted 
pursuant to sections 11S.6S0 to IIS.660 in accordance with the provisions of this 
chapter concerning absentee voting. 

2. Any registered voter of the subdivision wherein a mail-in election pursuant 
to sections 11S.6S0 to IIS.660 is conducted may contest the results of such an election 
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in the same manner as provided in this chapter. 
(L 1988 H.B. 1426 §4) 
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115.660. Secretary ofstate may promulgate rul ... -1. The secretary of state may 
adopt rules and regulations governing the procedures and forms necessary to implement 
sections 115.650 to 115.660. 

2. Any agency promulgating any rule or amendment of a rule or final order 
of rulemaking under the authority of sections 115.650 to 115.660 shall file such notice 
of proposed rulemaking or proposed final order of rulemaking with the committee 
on administrative rules. Upon filing any notice of proposed rulemaking with the 
secretary of state, the agency shall concurrently submit a copy of such proposed 
rulemaking with the committee. The agency shall not rue any final order of rulemaking 
with the secretary of state until twenty days after such final order of rulemaking 
has been received by the committee. The committee may hold bearings upon any 
proposed rule, portion of a proposed rule, or final order of rulemaking at any time. 
In the event the committee disapproves any proposed rule or portion of a proposed 
rule, the committee shall notify the agency promUlgating the rule and the secretary 
of state, and the secretary of state shall publish in the Missouri Register, as soon 
as practicable, a notice that such rule or portion thereof has been disapproved. If 
the committee does not disapprove any proposed order of rulemaking within the 
twenty-day period after the proposed order is filed with the committee, the agency 
may file such order of rulemaking with the secretary of state, subject to subsequent 
suspension by the committee. 

3. Any rule or portion of a rule promulgated under the authority of sections 
115.650 to 115.660 may he suspended by the committee at any time after a hearing 
conducted thereon. If any rule is suspended by the committee, the secretary of state 
shall publish in the Missouri Register, as soon as practicable, an order withdrawing 
the rule. 

4. Any person seeking judicial review of any such rule shall be deemed to have 
exhausted all administrative review procedures. Notwithstanding the provisions of 
section 1.140, RSMo, the grant of rulemaking authority is nonseverable and essentially 
dependent on the review power vested with the committee. If the review power of 
the committee on administrative rules is held unconstitutional or invalid with respect 
to any grant of rule making provided by law, the provisions of this act* and any 
rule promulgated under such rulemaking authority shall also be invalid or void. 
(L 1988 H.S. /426 §§ 5, A, A.L /993 H.S. 551 & 552 and S.B. 31) 
·"This act" (s. B. 31, 1993) containJ numerow sections. Consult Disposition of Sections Table for definitive 
listing. 

LOCAL ISSUES-PETITIONS 

115.700. Local issues, petition, form and procedure, when.-When the form of 
a petition is not provided by law for local issues, the provisions of section 115.019 
shall, as far as possible, govern the form of the petition, but not the date of the 
election. 
(L 1986 H.B. 1471. et aJ. §1) 
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GENERAL INDEX 
-A-

Absentee voting 
Absentee ballots, defined, 115.275 
Application 

Accepted when, 115.279 
Failure to designate which ballot, pri

mary election, 115.279 
Fraudulent, class one election of

fense, 115.279 
Guardian, relative, procedure, 

115.279 
How made, when, 115.279 
Primary election, request, which bal

lot required, 115.279 
Applications and lists 

Available to certain authorized per
sons, fees, 115.289 

Certain cities and counties, special 
provisions, violations, penalty. 
115.289 

Confidentiality, when, 115.289 
Assistance in voting, permitted, when, 

115.291 
Assistance not permitted, class one elec

tion offense, 115.291 
Ballots 

Appeal refusal to deliver ballot, how, 
115.287 

Applications to be confidential, 
when, 115.289 

Cards, electronic voting, how tabu-
lated, 115.301 

Challenged, how, 115.303 
Counted, authority for, 115.293 
Counting of, procedure, 115.299 
Delivery, how made, 115.287 
Delivery personally in office of 

election authority, 115.287 
Envelopes 

Electronic voting system prepara
tion, when, by whom, 115.300 

Federal service, persons in, how 
stamped, 115.287 

Printing, regulation of, 115.285 
Ineligible to be counted, when, 

115.293 

Late absentee ballot received, notice 
to judges, 115.297 

Late, recorded, where, 115.297 
Mailed, when, 115.287 
Oaths. officers who may administer, 

115.291 
Precinct registers, record of all ab

sentee ballots received, 115.297 
Printed when, form, 115.281 
Prohibited, information, not to be 

delivered with, 115.287 
Receipt of ballots, procedure. lists, 

115.295 
Received by election authority, when, 

115.293 
Refuse to deliver ballot when, proce

dure, 115.287 
Rejection 

Faulty statement, 115.295 
Procedure, 115.293 
Unlawful assistance, 115.291 
Voter deceased before polls open, 

115.293 
Returned to election authority, 

115.291 
Statement required, forms. no notary 

seal required, 115.283 
Statement required, forms of, 

115.283 
Team delivery, qualifications, when 

used, 115.287 
Team delivery, teams presence re-

quired, when, 115.287 
Voted, how, 115.291 
Words required, where, 115.281 
Write-in, how tabulated, 115.301 

Blind, assistance allowed, 115.291 
Coercion, requests or suggestions not 

permitted, class one election offense, 
115.291 

Confidentiality of applications and lists 
for ballots, when, 115.289 

Eligibility 
Absence on election day, 115.277 
Employment, election authority, 

when, 115.277 
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Federal service, when, 115.277 
lllness, physical disability, 115.277 
Incarceration, when, 115.277 
Moves from one jurisdiction in state 

to another, when, 115.277 
Nonregistered person, when, 115.277 

llliterate, assistance allowed, 115.291 
Ineligible, voted absentee, record of 

ballot, where, 115.297 
Lists to be confidential, when, 115.289 
Mailing envelopes, printing, regulation 

of, 115.285 
New residents, entitled to vote for pres

ident, vice president, special provi
sions,115.132 

Persons in federal service 
Armed forces U.S., spouse, depend

ents, 115.275 
Civilian employees, U.S. govern

ment, outside U.S., spouse, de
pendents, 115.275 

Defined, 115.275 
Honorably discharged, spouse and 

dependents, when, 115.275 
Merchant marine, spouse, depend

. ents, 115.275 
Welfare, religious organizations 

assisting servicemen, spouses, 
dependents, 115.275 

Physically incapable of voting, assist
ance permitted, 115.291 

Procedure, 115.291 
Prohibited from voting at polls on elec

tion day if voted absentee, 115.297 
Reading, unable, assistance allowed, 

115.291 
Returned to election authority, 115.291 
Statements 

Failure to fill out or sign, effect, 
115.295 

Faulty affidavit, effect of, 115.295 
Notary public seal not required, 

115.283 
Property ownership required, 115.283 
Registered, 115.283 
Required with ballots, forms, 115.283 

Suggestions or requests of voters pro
hibited, class one election offenses, 
115.291 

Team delivery of ballots, when, 115.287 
Unable to read or write, assistance 

allowed, 115.291 
Unlawful assistance, effect, 115.291 
Violation of absentee voting laws, elec

tion offenses, class one, 115.631 
Violations, class one election offenses, 

115.304 
Voting both absentee and at polls, pro

cedure, 115.297 
Voting procedure 

Assistance permitted, when, 115.291 
Assistance not permitted, class one 

election offense, 115.291 
Blind, assistance allowed, 115.291 
Coercion requests or suggestions not 

permitted, class one election of
fense, 115.291 

Ineligible, voted absentee record of 
ballot, where, 115.297 

Physically incapable of voting, assist
ance permitted, 115.291 

Returned to election authority, 
115.291 

Unable to read or write, assistance 
allowed, 115.291 

Unlawful assistance, effect, 115.291 
Vote both absentee and at polls, pro

cedure, 115.297 
Writing, unable, assistance allowed, 

115.291 

Absentee voting application for ballots, 
confidentiality, violation, certain cities 
and counties, 115.289 

Absentee voting violations, 115.304 

Abstract of votes, official returns, 115.507 

Affidavit of voter qualifications required, 
when, 115.429 

Appeals, case preference in hearing, 
115.597 

Automatic tabulating equipment defined, 
115.013 

-8-
Ballot box, procedures, 115.013 
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BaUotboxes 
Examination, locking at polls, 115.423 
Procedure, to handle, 115.423 
Removed from public view, prohibited, 

115.423 

Ballot card, defined, 115.013 

Ballot, primary elections, see Prinuuy 
Ekclions 

Ballots 
Absentee 

Appeal of refusal to deliver, how, 
115.287 

Ballot cards, electronic voting, how 
tabulated, 115.301 

Challenged, how, 115.303 
Counted, how, 115.299 
Counting of, authority, 115.293 
Defined, 115.275 
Delivery of, how, 115.287 
Envelopes 

Ballots, printing regulation of, 
115.285 

Electronic voting system, prepara
tion, when, by whom, 115.300 

Persons in federal service, how 
stamped, 115.287 

Ineligible to be counted, when, 
115.293 

Late, recorded when, 115.297 
Printed when, form of, 115.281 
Received by election authority, when, 

115.293 
Refusal to deliver ballot, when, 

115.287 
Rejection for faulty statements, 

115.295 
Rejection, procedure, 115.293 
Statement required, form of, 115.283 
Team delivery, 115.287 
Words required, where, 115.281 
Write-in, how tabulated, 115.301 

Ballot card, defined, 115.013 
Ballot, defined, 115.013 
Ballot label, defined, IIS.0l3 
Candidate, striking name, require-

ments, IIS.I27 
Counting procedures, electronic voting 

Ballot cards, write-in votes, if exceed 
number allowed, procedure, 
115.467 

Ballots without write-in votes, 
115.469 

Cards 
Container not sealed, effect, 

115.475 
Designated, container sealed how, 

115.475 
Hand counted, when, 115.469 
Separated from write-in, 115.475 
Tabulated, when, 115.496 
Transferred to tapes, when, 

115.469 
Container, write-in votes, not sealed, 

effect, 115.469 
Counting location, directed by, 

115.477 
Damaged card, cannot be tabulated, 

115.467 
Damaged card, procedure, 115.477 
Defective ballot, duplicating, 115.477 
Defective ballot, tape adhesive and 

removable may be used so can 
tabulate, 115.477 

Delivery of ballots to counting loca
tion, when, 115.475 

Duplicate copy, procedure, 115.477 
Election supplies, how returned, 

115.475 
Hand count, when, 115.477 
Judges, after polls close, duties, 

115.467 
Judges, to observe count, number 

required, 115.477 
Marking devices secured, 115.467 
Official returns, 115.481 
Polls, closed how, 115.471 
Polls closing, judges' duties, 115.467 
Public allowed for counting, 115.477 
Split tickets, 115.449 
Straight tickets, 115.449 
Tabulating equipment tested after 

election, how, 115.479 
Tally book certification, 115.471 
Tally book, form, 115.473 
Team to deliver, when, number, 

115.475 
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Voted more than once, candidate, 
same election, 115.467 

Write-in votes 
Certification, when, 115.471 
Procedure, 115.469 
Separated, recorded, when, 

115.467 
Votes 

Counted before polls close, 
when, how, 115.469 

Delivered, sealed containers, 
115.469 

Tallied, verified where, deter
mined how, 115.468 

Counting procedures, paper ballots 
Absence of initials mistake of judges, 

115.457 
Announce totals aloud, 115.449 
Ballot container not sealed, proce-

dure, 115.491 
Candidates, procedure, 115.453 
Certification by judges, 115.459 
Election supplies, how returned, 

115.463 
Identification certificates, same num

ber as ballots cast, 115.459 
Intent of voter clear. substantial com

pliance, 115.453 
Judges to agree on count, 115.449 
Office election authorities, open, 

115.491 
Questions, 115.455 
Receiving ballot box, changed when, 

votes required, 115.451 
Record on tally sheet, when, 115.449 
Record votes before poll closes, pro

cedure, 115.451 
Return ballots, supplies, when, 

115.491 
Return voted ballots 

Container, how sealed, 115.465 
Designated containers, 115.:465 
How, 115.491 

Separate containers, rejected, 
spoiled, 115.449 

Separate political subdivision, spe~ 
cial district, when, 115.449 

Separate straight and split tickets, 
115.449 

Strung on wire or string, how, 
115.449 

Tally books, sheets, paper ballot 
form, 115.461 

Tally sheet signed, who, 115.449 
Uninitiated, rejected, exception, 

115.457 
Voted more than once, candidate 

same election, 115.453 
Write~in votes 

Candidate receiving votes under 
more than one party, procedure, 
115.453 

Declaration of intent by candidate 
to be filed, when, 115.453 

Party designation vote shalt not be 
counted, exception, 115.453 

Permitted, when, list to be fur~ 

nished election judge, 115.453 
Tallied, verified where, determined 

how, 115.468 
Total count, how, 115.453 

Counting procedures, voting machine 
Certification declined by judge, 

procedure, 115.485 
Election supplies, how returned, 

115.487 
Judges, duties, 115.483 
Machines locked, sealed, when, 

115.483 
Observers, test of tabulating equip~ 

ment, number required, 115.479 
Read total vote cast, 115.483 
Record total vote cast, 115.483 
Return ballots, supplies, when, 

115.491 
Statement of returns, certified, 

115.485 
Statement of returns, how returned, 

115.489 
Tally book 

Certification, when, 115.485 
Returned, how, 115.489 
Sheets, form, 115.487 
Total vote, how determined, 

115.483 
Totals verified, how, 115.483 
Voting machine, election supplies 

inside, locked, 115.489 
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Voting machine, locked, sealed, 
against voting, 115.483 

Write-in votes 

Court 

Counted, when, 115.483 
Read, recorded, counted, 115.483 
Returned, how, 115.489 
Tallied verified where, deter

mined how, 115.468 

Judgment rendered, when, effect, 
115.545 

Legality of votes, authority to deter
mine, 115.541 

Supervision, 115.543 
Court order to correct errors, proce

dure, 115.247 
Defective ballot, defined, 115.447 
Destroying ballots, records, after 

election, when, 115.493 
Electronic ballots 

Arranged how, 115.231 
Ballot cards, absentee, how tabu

lated, 115.301 
Separate paper ballot, not prohib

ited, 115.231 
Write-in, separate paper ballot, pro

vided, 115.231 
Errors, procedure to correct, 115.247 
General election, contents, form, 

115.237 
Horse racing and pari-mutuel adoption 

or rejection, form Const. Art. Ill, 
Sec. 39 (c) 

Independent candidates, where placed, 
115.239 

Initialed, by judge, when, 115.433 
Inspection of voted ballots, records, af

ter election allowed when, 115.493 
Materials to be retained after election, 

115.493 
Name changes, how made, 115.383 
Number provided, how determined, 

115.247 
Paper ballot 

Accidentally spoiled, exchange, 
115.439 

Error in marking, exchange, 115.439 
Voted how, procedure, 115.439 

Paper, contents, form 

Candidates' names, how printed, 
115.237 

Circle, . below party name, where, 
115.237 

Design, square next. to candidate's 
name, size, how printed, 115.237 

Design, when no candidate, 115.237 
Form, general election, 115.237 
Horizontal lines below name or 

write-in, how used, 115.237 
Information listed in horizontal or 

vertical rows, 115.237 
Instruction to voters, 115.237 
List of candidates, separate columns, 

different parties, 115.237 
Nonpartisan candidates, names how 

listed, 115.237 
Offices, how printed, 115.237 
"Official Ballot", where, 115.237 
Paper used, requirements, 115.237 
Parties, arrangement of, how deter-

mined, 115.239 
Party emblem, where printed, 

115.241 
Party name, how printed, 115.237 
Questions, where, 115.237 

Pari-mutuel wagering, horse racing, 
adoption or rejection, form, Const. 
Art. III, Sec. 39 (c) 

Party candidates placement on ballots, 
how, 115.239 

Pasters used, change of name, 115.383 
Placement, by election authorities, 

115.239 
President, vice president 

Combined as one candidate, 115.243 
Instructions, voting for electors, to 

be printed, 115.243 
Presidential electors, names not to 

appear on file where, printed how, 
115.243 

Printed how, 115.243 
Primary elections 

Candidates, how listed, 115.395 
Candidacy declaration required for 

printing of, 115.347 
Circle under party name, not al

lowed, 115.395 
Contents of, 115.395 
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Delivery to polls, 115.393 
Filing fee paid before name on ballot, 

exceptions, 115.357 
Number of, how determined, 

115.393; voter entitled to, 115.397 
Separate for each party, 115.395 
Write-in lines, not allowed, 115.395 

Provided by, how paid for, 115.247 
Questions to be voted on 

Certified wording must be used, 
115.245 

Instructions to be printed, 115.245 
Phrased how, 115.245 
Square, size of, where placed, 115.245 
Wording to be certified by, 115.245 

Record of number delivered to polls, 
115.247 

Recount, general election 
Assistants, duties, how appointed, 

number qualifications, compensa
tion, 115.587 

Attorney representing, presence, au
thorized, 115.587 

Ballots, how counted, 115.585 
Contestant, contestee, presence, per

mitted, 115.587 
Contestant, right to recount, when, 

115.601 
Court or legislative body, authorized, 

determine validity of Yotes, 
115.585 

Date set for recount, when, 115.585 
Discovery rules, civil cases apply, 

115.583 
Electronic voting equipment, tested 

how, 115.585 
Findings, prima facie evidence of 

facts, 115.587 
Judgment rendered, copies to whom, 

115.589 
List, personnel to assist, furnished by 

whom, 115.587 
Notice of date for recount, how sent, 

115.585 
Oath required for assistants, 115.587 
Order by whom, when, 115.583 
Presence at recount, persons autho· 

rized, 115.587 

Qualifications of voters, authority to 
determine, 115.585 

Records to conform to judgment, 
115.589 

Report of findings to whom, 115.587 
Signatures of voter compared, how, 

115.585 
Subpoena, authorized, 115.583 
Time limitation, to prepare for 

recount, 115.585 
Voter qualified, prima facie evidence 

of, 115.585 
Votes not to be counted, 115.585 
Voting machine, how counted, 

115.585 
Voting machine, to remain locked 

against voting, 115.585 
Witness, contradicting finding, 

115.587 
Writ, served by sheriff, when, on 

whom, 115.585 
Recount, primary 

Assistants, number, how appointed, 
qualifications, oath, duties, 
ll5.543 

Attorney, representing, presence 
authorized, 115.543 

Ballots, how recounted, 115.541 
Certified copy of judgment sent to 

whom, 115.545 
Computer program ordered, when, 

115.541 
Conducted how, 115.541 
Contestant 

Contestee, permitted to be present, 
115.543 

Contestee, to furnish list of recount 
assistants, 115.543 

Right to recount, when, 115.601 
Contradict findings, how, 115.543 
Court 

Judgment, rendered, when, effect, 
115.545 

Legality of votes, authority, 
115.541 

Supervision, 115.543 
Finding, prima facie evidence of 

facts, 115.543 
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Order to produce all materials, 
records, 115.541 

Persons authorized to be present, 
115.543 

Report of finding to court, 115.543 
Signatures may be compared, 

115.541 
Voter, qualification, of, determined 

how, 115.541 
Voter's name on precinct register, 

prima facie evidence, 115.541 
Votes, not to be counted, 115.541 
Witnesses to contradict findings, 

115.543 
Rejected ballot, defined, 115.447 
Retention of ballots and records, after 

election time required, 115.493 
Sample 

Color of, primaries, 115.391 
Correction of errors, omissions, pri

maries, 115.393 
Delivery to polls, when, 115.419 
Distributed, when, how, primaries, 

115.391 
Endorsements, not allowed, llS.391 
Intended to mislead voter, election 

offense, 115.637 . 
Posted where, 115.391 
Printing, circulating fraudulent bal

lots, election offense, 115.637 
Stealing, defacing, election day, 

election offense, 115.637 
Substitution, candidates, erasures, 

115.637 
Secrecy prescribed, exception, Const. 

Art. VlII, Sec. 3 
Spoiled ballot, defined, 115.447 
Striking candidate's name or issue, 

requirements, 115.127 
Unused ballots 

Distributed to schools, when, 115.247 
Number of, for each precinct, how 

determined, 115.247 
Returned to, 115.247 
Stamp required, 115.247 

Voting machine, lever type 
Information, how arranged, 115.255 
Labels, how printed, displayed, pro

tected, 115.253 

Offices, may be printed in red, 
115.253 

Question, how printed, 115.253 
Separate paper ballots, not prohi

bited, 115.255 
Write-in votes, tallied, verified, where, 

determined how, 115.468 

Bond, appeal required, 115.597 

Bond elections, necessitated by fire, 
vandalism, natural disaster, held other 
day than Tuesday, 115.123 

-c-
Candidates 

Ballot, striking name from, require
ment, 115.127 

Certification, committee nominee form, 
115.377 

Certification, nominee of nominating 
committee, when, 115.373 

Certification of election results issued 
by whom, when, 115.523 

Certified list for primary, contents, sent 
to authorities, when, ll5.387 

Chairman, nominating committee 
selects, when, 115.375 

Challenge returns, may engage attor
ney, 115.553 

Death 
Committees'nominee, effect, 115.373 
Disqualification, replacement, 

115.375 
Incumbent, prior to primary election, 

ballot handled how, 115.361 
Procedure, 115.379 
Striking name from ballot, 115.127 

Declaration by mail, proof of identity 
required, 115.355 

Declarations 
Candidate in armed services, 115.355 
Candidate, physical disability, 

115.355 
Certified mail used, when, 115.355 
Committee nominee, form, 115.377 
County offices, filed where, 115.353 
County offices with two boards of 

election commissioners, filed 
where, 115.353 
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Filed, form, when, 115.349; where, 
115.353 

Filed, in person, exceptions, 115.355 
Fraudulent fictitious filing, 115.347 
Political subdivisions and special 

districts, declaration, closing date 
for filing, 115.127 

Required, 115.347 
Disqualification, vacancy replacement, 

115.375 
Disqualified 

Immediately prior to election, proce
dure, 115.379 

Incumbent, prior to primary election, 
ballot how handled, 115.361 

When, disqualified, 115.526 
Election certificate issued, when, by 

whom, 115.523 
Election offense, offering to donate 

salary if elected, 115.637 
Election offense, offering to serve for 

less than salary, 115.637 
Electioneering, distance from poll on 

election day, 115.637 
Exempt candidates, exception, fourth 

class city, when, procedure, 115.305 
Exit polling or sampling, distance from 

poll on election day, 115.637 
Failure to withdraw, effect of, excep

tions, 115.359 
False report,' vacancy by telegram, ef

fect, 115.375 
False swearing, class one election 

offense, 115.405 
File for one office only, 115.351 
Filing 

Date, published, 115.345 
One ticket only, 115.351 
Partial filing, authorized, when, 

115.331 
Partial filing, number signatures 

required, 115.331 
Reopens, when, 115.361 
Two tickets, effect of, 115.351 

Filing fee 
Inability to pay, form, procedure, 

115.357 
No fee required, when, 115.357 
Paid, before name on ballot, 115.357 

Paid to whom, 115.357 
Fourth class cities, primary, when, 

procedure, exception, 115.305 
Independent 

Candidate declaration, when re
quired, form, 115.327 

Filing fee, primary, not required, 
115.357 

Limitation on voters signing nomi
nating petition, 115.323 

Nominated, how, 115.321 
Nominating petition, unlawful sign

ing, effect of, 115.313 
Nominating petition, who may sign, 

115.313 
Partial filing, authorized, when, 

115.331 
Partial filing, number of signatures 

required, 115.331 
Petition 

Authorities refusal to file, proce
dure, 115.333 

Filed, where, when, 115.329 
Invalidity determined, when, 

statement, required, 115.333 
Nominating, form, 115.325 
Receipt, evidence of, 115.331 
Refused, statement required, 

115.333 
Signatures, rules, checking va

lidity authorized, 115.335 
Reversal of determination, proce

dure, 115.333 
Signatures, grounds for disquali

fying, 115.335 
Signatures, validity, procedure to 

determine, 115.335 
Verification, signatures, joint, city, 

county, when, 115.337 
Verification signatures, joint proce

dure, 115.337 
Writ of mandamus, when, 115.333 
Written consent for official bal

lot, when, 115.315 
Nominating committee, how desig

nated, 115.365 
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Nomination certificate issued, when, by 
whom, 115.523 

Nominations, how made, limitation, 
115.307 

Notice, offices for nomination, pub
lished, 115.345 

Party candidate, how determined, 
115.343 

Party to select, general election, prim
ary, when, 115.363 

President, vice president, certified how, 
115.399 

Presidential electors 
Absentee voting, 115.277 
Certified, how, 115.399 
Declaration of candidacy, form, 

when, filed, where, 115.399 
Established party, how chosen, 

certified, when, 115.399 
Filing fee not required, 115.357 
Independent, how nominated, 

115.321 
Instructions on official ballots, 

115.243 
Names not to appear on ballot, 

115.243 
Names on file, where, 115.243 
New party, how nominated, 115.315 
Nominated, how, 115.625 
Number, determined how, 115.399 
President and vice president, con-

sidered one candidate, 115.243 
Qualifications, 115.399 
Yote for, how, 115.243 

Primary ballot, how listed, 115.395 
Primary. fourth class cities, when, pro

cedure, exception, 115.305 
Qualifications, challenged, procedure, 

115.526 
Recount of ballots, see &lIots 
Returns certified, paper ballots, cards, 

meeting open to, 115.501 
Returns, challenged, 115.553 
Telegram sufficient, insufficient, when, 

115.375 
Withdrawal from election, when, how, 

115.359 
Withdrawal of, 115.379 

Write-in candidates at general election 
to be deemed independent candi
date, requirement for vote to count, 
115.343 

Canvass of voters, see Registration oj 
Voters 

Canvassers, state board of 
Appointment, duties, Const. Art. IY, 

Sec. 18 
Convened by, 115.511 
Duties, 115.511 
Results, statements, when, 115.551 

Certificate of election, issued when, by 
whom, 115.523 

Challenge of absentee ballot, how, 
115.303 

Challengers 
Appointed how, duties, number, 

115.105 
Attorney, rigbt to, 115.553 
Improper conduct, how handled, 

115.111 
List of voters, authority to release, 

115.105 
Oath, form of, 115.109 
Procedure, 115.105 
Qualifications, 115.105 
Reported to whom, 115.105 
Returns, who may make, 115.553 
Substitutes appointed, how, 115.111 

Challenges, candidates, qualifications, 
procedure, 115.526 

Change of name of registered voter, 
procedure, vote under previous name, 
when, 115.167 

Charter, St. Louis city amendment or 
revision, procedure, Const. Art. VI, 
Sec. 32 (a) 

Cities not to adopt different election day 
from public election day, exception, 
115.123 

City charter providing different election 
day, permitted, when, 115.123 
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Committees, political parties, see Political 
Party 

Comparison ohignatures, 115.427 

Contested elections, depositions autho
rized, procedure, subpoena witnesses, 
115.599 

Corrupt practices 
Election offenses, class one 

Absentee voting 
Application for ballots, confiden

tiality. violation certain cities 
and counties, 115.289 

Unlawful assistance. 115.291 
Violating laws pertaining to, 

115.631 
Violations, 115.304 

Accepts payment for registering, 
115.175 

Aiding, abetting, advising another to 
vote illegally, 115.631 

Altering 
Computer counting equipment, 

115.631 
Destroying, concealing ballot, 

115.631 
Destroying, concealing poll list, 

returns, affidavit, certificates, 
115.631 

Apply for ballot, having already 
voted, 115.631 

Assisting disabled person, not voting 
as instructed, 115.631 

Ballot applied for under another 
name, 115.631 

Bogus ballot placed, attempt to place 
in box, 115.631 

Bribes, attempt to bribe voter, 
115.635 

Certificate, affidavit, falsely made, 
115.631 

Certificate of election granted, ille
gally, 115.631 

Conspiracy. encouraging another to 
false registration, 115.175 

Counting fraudulent, forged ballots, 
knowingly, 115.631 

Declaration of candidacy false, 
forged signature, 115.347 

Declaration of candidacy, false 
swearing, 115.405 

Defined,1I5.175 
Defrauding voter of his vote, 115.631 
Destroying, damaging ballots, cus-

tody of authorities, 115.631 
Electionjudge, allowing anything but 

ballot in box, 115.631 
Election judge, permitting ballot in 

ballot box before voting commen
ces,115.631 

False 
Affidavit of voter qualification, 

llS.429 
Information knowingly furnished, 

115.631 
Information on eligibility to vote, 

115.175 
Felony, penalty, fines, 115.631 
Furnishing voter bogus ballot, caus

ing rejection, 115.631 
Incorrect count, intentionally, 

115.631 
Notary public, act officially, violating 

laws pertaining to elections, 
115.631 

Officials misled, performance hin
dered, 115.631 

Pays or offers to pay for registration, 
llS.175 

Procuring an illegal vote, 115.631 
Registration 

Aiding or procuring the registra
tion of person not entitled, 
115.631 

Authorities knowing not entitled, 
115.631 

In another's name, 115.631 
Knowing not entitled, 115.631 
With intent to vote more than 

once, 115.175 
Removal of ballot from box, 115.631 
Result declared, knowing illegal, 

115.631 
Tampering, destroying, voting ma

chine, when, 115.631 



151 GENERAL INDEX 

Telegram, false report of vacancy on 
ticket, 115.375 

Voter misled, changes count on 
voting machine, 115.631 

Voting more than once knowingly, 
115.631 

Voting with knowledge not entitled, 
115.631 

Election offenses, classes of, 115.629 
Election offenses, class two 

Automatic tabulating equipment, 
tampering, defacing, destroying. 
115.633 

Ballot box, election day, destruction, 
concealing, removal, 115.633 

Felony, penalty, fine, 115.633 
Signing petition to establish new 

party unlawfUlly, 115.313 
Signing petition to nominate candi

date unlawfUlly, 115.313 
Voting machine, tampering, defac

ing, destroying, 115.633 
Election offenses, class three 

Absentee voting, unlawful assistance, 
115.291 

Assistant to voter, coercing, voter, 
115.635 

Assisting person to vote, not entitled, 
115.635 

Attempt to commit class one, two, 
offenses, 115.635 

Force or threat of force to influence 
voter, 115.635 

Impeding, attempt to impede voter, 
abduction, duress, fraud, 115.635 

Job offered for vote, 115.635 
Misdemeanor, penalty, fine, 115.635 
Nonresident brought into state to 

vote, 115.635 
Official, refusing to permit legal 

registration, voting. 115.635 
Officials, disclosure, how person 

voted, exception, 115.635 
Participating in attempt to commit 

class one, two offenses, 115.635 
Removing, destroying supplies near 

voting booth, 115.635 
Voter 

Offered consideration for voting, 
not voting, 115.635 

Request consideration for vote, 
115.635 

Taking consideration for vote, 
115.635 

Voting booth, entering, unautho
rized, 115.635 

Election offenses, class four 
Ballot distribution, only as pres

cribed, 115.637 
Ballot, sample, intended to mislead 

voter, 115.637 
Candidate offering to serve for less 

than salary, 115.637 
Candidate promising to pay back 

salary or donate, 115.637 
Canvasser, refusing or neglecting 

duties, 115.637 
Deduction from employee's salary 

for time, voting, 115.639 
Discharge or threat to discharge 

employee taking time to vote, 
115.639 

Distributing election literature elec
tion day, where, 115.637 

Election authorities, officials neglect
ing, refusing, omitting duties, 
115.637 

Election judge 
Absent from polls without good 

cause, 115.637 
Detaining material, equipment, 

when, 115.637 
Disclosing voters' choice, 115.637 

Employer 
Attempting rules against employee 

political activities, 115.637 . 
Interference with employee voting, 

115.637 
Not permitting employee to engage 

in political activities, 115.637 
Exit polling or sampling, election 

day, where, 115.637 
Inability to mark ballot, false state

ments, 115.637 
Interfering, attempting to interfere 

with voter polling place, 115.637 
Misdemeanors, penalty, fine, 115.637 
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Mutilating, altering ballot before 
delivery to voter, 115.637 

Officials, disclosing state of count 
before closing polls, 115.637 

Polls, disorderly conduct, threats, 
115.637 

Possession, official ballots only as 
authorized, 115.637 

Posting signs, election day, where, 
115.637 

Printer, official ballots, require
ments, delivery, 115.637 

Refusal to remove election signs, 
literature, election day, 115.637 

Sample ballots 
Fraudulent, causing to be printed, 

distributed, 115.637 
Printing, circulating, fraud on 

voter, 115.637 
Stealing, defacing, destroying. 

election day, exception, 115.637 
Vehicles bearing signs election day. 

where, 115.637 
Voter, intentionally showing voted 

ballot, 115.637 

Costs 
Contest of general election, 115.591 
Contested, primary, 115.547 
Counties, Clay, Jackson, Platte, 

115.073 
County's election expenses, 115.075 
Election commissioners, 115.035 
Election cost deposit, refund, amount, 

when, 115.077 
Election subsidy fund, state, purpose, 

115.077 
Estimated by election authorities, 

when, 115.077 
Failure to payor under payment, 

115.077 
Fund, state election subsidy fund, pur

pose, 115.077 
Judges compensation, 115.069, 

115.073,115.101 
Judges, Jackson County, 115.069 
Kansas City, 115.071 
Multiple political subdivisions or spe

cial districts, proportion, how com
puted, 115.065 

Overpayment for cost, refund, 115.077 
Penalty for failure to pay, 115.077 
Political subdivision, election to form, 

reimbursement of petitioners, 
115.063 

Political subdivisions and special dis
tricts, how paid, cost deposit, pen
alty for failure to pay, 115.077 

Political subdivision and special dis
tricts to pay for proportionate share, 
when, 115.063, 115.065 

Political subdivisions to pay all costs, 
when, 115.063 

Polling places, rental, 115.117 
Recount, general elections, assistants, 

115.587 
Shared proportionally, when, how 

computed, 115.065 
Special election statewide candidate or 

issue, exception 115.063 
State, how paid, cost deposit, penalty 

for failure to pay, 115.077 
State 

Not liable for general or primary, 
when, 115.063 

Payment of all costs, when, 115.061 
Payment of proportionate share, 

when, 115.063 
State to pay of all costs, when, 115.061 

Costs 01, paid by state after audit, when, 
llS.061 

Counties not to adopt different election 
day from public election day, exception, 
llS.1l3 

Counting absentee baUots, how, 115.301 

Counting judges, dermed, llS.447 

Counting 01 ballots, procedure, see 
BaOo/s 

Counting 01 votes, see BaUoa 

County charter providing different elec
tion day, permitted, wben, 115.123 

County clerk, compensation lor extra 
election duties, how determined, 
115.02S 

County committee, su Political Party 
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-D-
Day public elections to be held, excep· 

tions, 115.123 

Death of candidate, procedure, 115.379 

Death of incumbent, prior to primary 
ballot, how handled, 115.361 

Declaration of new resident voter, false 
statement, penalty, 115.312 

Declaration of candidacy, filed in persoR, 
exceptions, 115.355; filed where, 
115.353 

Defective ballot, defined, 115.447 

Definitions, 115.013 

Destruction of ballots, records, after 
election, when, exception, 115.493 

Disabled voter unable to enter polling 
place, judges duties, 115.436 

Disqualification of incumbent, prior to 
primary, how handled, 115.361 

Disqualified candidate immediately prior 
to election, procedure, 115.379 

-E-
Effective date ofact, 115.009 

Election authorities 
Election results, how reported, 115.512 
Registration, duties, 115.145 
To conduct all elections, exceptions, 

how determined, 115.023 

Election commissioners 
Appointed, how, 115.027; when, term 

of office, 115.029 
Authorized, where, 115.017 
Bond required, amount of, where filed, 

115.033 
Canvass registration 

Canvass by mail permitted, 115.181 
Conducted, how, 115.181; when 

115.179 
Compensation of, 115.035 

Date of election for political subdivi
sions, to select, 115.123 

Employees of board 
Authorized, 115.045 
Bipartisan requirement, 115.047 
Bond, when, where filed, 115.045 
Compensation, procedure to in-

crease, effective when, 115.049 
Increase in staff or compensation 

procedure, effective when, 115.049 
Notice to increase staff or compen

sation of, contents of 115.049 
Number of, how determined, proce

dure for additional staff, 115.049 
Oath, required, 115.045 
Rules and regulations authorized, 

115.047 
Voting machines, maintained and 

operated by, authorized, 115.045 
Investigation, voters residence qualifi-

cations, when, 115.189 
Investigative authorization, 115.191 
Jurisdiction of, 115.021 
Oath of office, 115.033 
Oaths, who may administer, 115.055 
Offices maintained, to be open, when, 

115.057 
Peace officers to assist when, 115.059 
Qualification of, 115.031 
Records and property, given to new 

board, when, 115.039 
Removal of, procedure, 115.037 
Rules and regulations, authority to 

make, exception, 115.043 
Sheriff to assist, when, 115.059 
Terms to be completed, exceptions, 

115.041 
Vacancies, how filled, 115.037 
Verification list, defined, 115.183 

Clay County 
Authorized, 115.017 
Compensation, 115.035 
Jurisdiction, 115.021 

Jackson County (outside Kansas City) 
Authorized, 115.017 
Compensation, 115.035 
Jurisdiction, 115.021 
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Kansas City 
Authorized, 115.017 
Compensation, 115.035 
lurisdiction, 115.021 

St. Louis City 
Authorized, 115.017 
Compensation, 115.035 
Intergovernmental relations plan, 

duties, Const. Art. VI, Sec. 30 
lurisdiction, 115.021 

St. Louis County 
Authorized, 115.017 
Compensation, 115.035 
lurisdiction, 115.021 

AU other counties 
First class counties, petition to estab

lish, form, 115.019 

Election conducted within jurisdiction of 
more than one election authority 
Authority, how determined, 115.023 
Consolidation of precincts across 

jurisdictional lines, when, 115.023 
Legal notice publication, who is respon

sible, 115.023 

Election contests, tie votes, election held 
other day than Tuesday, 115.123 

Election day, months 
City or county adoption of new day, 

115.123 
County election authority to select for 

political subdivisions, 115.123 
Exceptions 

Bond elections necessitated by fire, 
vandalism, or natural disaster, 
115.123 

City or county charter, prior date 
already established, 115.123 

Election contests, 115.123 
Ownership of real property is 

required for voting, 115.123 
School districts, six director, certain 

districts terminate, when, 115.123 
Tie votes, 115.123 
Vacancies, special elections, 115.123 

Held when, 115.123 

Months designated, exception, 115.123 
Presidential primary, exception to 

general rules, 115.123 
School districts, when held, 115.123 

Election offense, classes of offenses, 
115.629 

Election offenses, class one 
Absentee voting, unlawful assistance, 

115.291 
Absentee voting, violating laws pertain

ing to, 115.631 
Accepting payments to register, 115.175 
Aiding, abetting, advising another to 

vote illegally, 115.631 
Altering computer counting equipment, 

115.631 
Altering, destroying, concealing ballot, 

poll list returns, affidavits, certifi
cates, 115.631 

Applying for ballot, having already 
voted,1I5.631 

Assisting disabled person, not voting as 
instructed, 115.631 

Ballot applied for under another name, 
115.631 

Bogus ballot, placed, attempt to place, 
in box, 115.631 

Certificate, affidavit, falsely made, 
115.631 

Certificate of election granted illegally, 
115.631 

Conspiracy, encouraging another to 
false registration, 115.175 

Counting fraudulent, forged, ballots, 
knowingly, 115.631 

Declaration of candidacy false, forged 
signature, 115.347, false swearing, 
115.405 

Defined, 115.175 
Defrauding voter of his vote, 115.631 
Destroying, damaging ballots, custody 

of authorities, 115.631 
Election judge, allowing anything but 

ballot in box, 115.631 permitting 
ballot in box before voting commen
ces, 115.631 

False information, knowingly fur
nished, 115.631 



155 GENERAL INDEX 

Felony, penalty, fines, 115.631 
Furnishing voter bogus ballot causing 

rejection, 115.631 
Incorrect count, intentionally, 115.631 
Notary public, act officially, violating 

laws pertaining to elections, 115.631 
Officials misled, performance hindered, 

115.631 
Procuring an illegal vote, 115.631 
Registering 

In another's name, 115.631 
Knowing not entitled, 115.631 
Person not entitled, aiding, procur-

ing, 115.631 
With intent to vote more than once, 

115.175 
Removal of ballot from box, 115.631 
Result declared, knowing illegal, 

115.631 
Tampering, destroying, voting ma

chine, when, 115.631 
Telegram false report of vacancy on 

ticket, 115.375 
Voter, misled to change count on voting 

machine, 115.631 
Voting more than once, knowingly. 

115.631 
Voting with knowledge not entitled, 

115.631 

Election offenses, class two 
Automatic tabulating equipment, tam

pering, defacing, destroying, 115.633 
Ballot box, election day. destruction, 

concealing, removal, 115.633 
Felony, penalty, fine, 115.633 
Signing petition to establish new party 

unlawful, 115.313 
Voting machine, tampering, defacing, 

destroying, 115.633 

Election offenses, class three 
Assisting person, coercing, suggesting, 

requesting voter assisting vote, 
assisting person to vote, not entitled 
to, 115.635 

Attempt to commit class one, two, 
offenses, 115.635 

Bribes, attempt to bribe voter, 115.635 

Impeding, attempt to impede voter, 
abduction, duress, fraud, 115.635 

Job offered for vote, 115.635 
Misdemeanor, penalty, fines, 115.635 
Nonresident brought into state to vote, 

115.635 
Official, disclosing how person voted, 

exception; refusing to permit legal 
registration, voting, 115.635 

Participating in attempt to commit class 
one, two, offenses, 115.635 

Removing, destroying supplies near 
voting booth, 115.635 

Threat, use of force to influence voter, 
115.635 

Voter, offered consideration for voter 
not voting, 115.635 

Voter requests or takes consideration 
for vote, 115.635 

Voting booth, entering unauthorized, 
115.635 

Election offenses, class four 
Ballot sample, intended to mislead, 

115.637 
Ballots printing, delivery of, distribu

tion, other, than as prescribed, 
115.637 

Candidate, offering to serve for less 
than salary; promising to pay back 
salary, or donate, 115.637 

Deduction from salary for time voting, 
115.639 

Discharge, or threat of discharge, em
ployee taking time to vote, 115.639 

Distributing election literature, election 
day, where, 115.637 

Election authorities, officials, neglect
ing, refusing, omitting, duties, 
115.637 

Election judge 
Absent from polls without good 

cause, 115.637 
Detaining material, equipment, 

when, 115.637 
Disclosing voter's choice, 115.637 

Electioneering, election day, where, 
115.637 
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Employer 
Attempting rules against employees' 

political activities, 115.637 
Interfering with employee voting, 

115.637 
Not permitting employee to engage 

in political activities, 115.637 
Exit polling or sampling, election day, 

where, 115.638 
Failure to perform duties, requirement, 

no punishment, otherwise provided, 
115.641 ' 

Fraudulent ballots, causing to be 
printed, distributed, 115.637 

Inability to mark ballot, statement 
false, 115.637 

Interfering, attempting to interfere with 
voter, polling place, 115.637 . 

Misdemeanor, penalty, fine, 115.637 
Mutilating, altering, ballot, before 

delivery to voter, 115.637 
Officials disclosing state of count, 

before closing polls, 115.637 
Polls, breach of peace, disorderly con

duct, threats, 115.637 
Possession, official ballots, only as 

authorized, 115.637 
Posting signs, election day, where, 

115.637 
Printing official ballots, requirements, 

115.637 
Refusal to remove election signs, 

literature, election day, 115.637 
Sample ballots, offenses related to, 

115.637 
Vehicle bearing signs, election day, 

where, 115.637 
Voter intentionally showing voted 

ballot, 115.637 

Election results, how reported, duty of 
election authority, 115.512 

Electioneering . distance from poll on 
election day, 115.637 

Electronic voting equipment 
Abandonment, authorized, 115.267 
Absentee ballot envelopes, preparation, 

when, by whom, 115.300 

Adoption of, authorized, 115.267 
Approved by secretary of state, 115.225 
Ballot cards, how arranged, 115.231 
Ballot counting procedure, 115.471 
County clerks' staffs to operate and 

maintain, 115.051 
Demonstration, instruction exhibition 

authorized, 115.267 
Electric commission, employ staff to 

operate and maintain, 115.045 
Election laws shall apply to, 115.227 
Expense of transporting, use by organ

ization, 115.271 
Experiment authorized, 115.267 
Handicapped, or disabled, voters 

unable to enter polling place, proce
dure, 115.436 

Instruction use, prohibited when, 
exception, 115.267 

Law provisions, apply when, 115.273 
Leasing of, authorized how, 115.267 
Liability, damage, loss, use by organ-

izations, 115.271 
Loan for instruction to groups, when, 

procedure, 115.274 
Preparation of marking devices, when, 

115.235 
Primary election, may be used, 115.229 
Recount, general election, P!ocedure, 

115.585 
Recount, primary, procedure, 115.541 
Rental, other groups for elections, 

115.271 
Rules and regulations promulgated by, 

115.225 
Separate paper ballot, not prohibited, 

115.231 
Standards for, 115.225 
Testing electronic tabulating equip

ment, notice, procedure, when, 
115.225 

Use of, when, 115.229 
Write-in, paper ballot, card, envelope, 

provided, when, 115.231 

Electronic voting system, dermed, 115.013 

Employee to have time oR to vote, time 
allowed, failure to comply, penalty, 
exception, 115.639 
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Employer not to interfere with employee 
voting, penalty, 115.639 

Established political party, defined, 
115.013 

-F-
False report of vacancy by telegram, 

effect, 115.375 

Federal office, defined, 115.013 

File ror ODe office only, 115.351 

Filing ree 
Generally, 115.357 
Presidential electoT, no fee required. 

115.357 
Primary, inability to pay form, 115.357; 

to whom paid, 115.357 

Filing two tickets same election, effect of, 
115.351 

Forms 
Absentee ballot statement forms, 

115.283 
Abstract of votes, mailing envelope, 

115.507 
Ballot, absentee, 115.281 
Ballots 

General elections, 115.237 
Horse racing and pari-mutuel adop

tion or rejection, form, Canst. Art. 
111, Sec. 39 (c) 

Pari-mutuel wagering, horse racing 
adoption or rejection, form, 
Const. Art. 111, Sec. 39 (c) 

Candidate, declaration of, 115.327, 
115.349 

Candidates filing fee, inability to pay, 
115.357 

Certification, nomination by commit
tee, 115.377 

Declaration, nominee of nominating 
. committee, 115.377 

Declaration of candidacy, presidential 
electors, 115.399 

Election commissioners, petition to 
establish, 115.019 

Petition 

Form new pOlitical party, 115.325 
Nominating candidate, 115.325 

Presidential electors, declaration of 
candidacy, 115.399 

Registration by mail, application, 
115.169; oath, 115.155 

Tally book 
Electronic voting form, 115.473 
Sheets, machine noting, 115.487 
Sheets, paper ballot, form, 115.461 

Voter, cancellation of prior registration 
in another county, 115.165 

Voter identification certificate, 115.427 

Forms, primary, prepared by secretary of 
state, when, 115.403 

Fraud, violation of law, duty to report, 
115.513 

Free and open, Const. Art. I, Sec. 2S 

-G-
General assembly, list of elected members, 

when, 115.525 

General ElectioD, when held, 115.121 

-H-
Handicapped voter unable to enter polling 

place, judges duties, 115.436 

Handicapped voters, housebold members, 
special provisions, 115.436 

-1-

Initiative and referendum, Ch. 126 
General laws, applicable, Const. Art. 

111, Sec. 53 
Held, when, Const. Art. 111, Sec. 52 (b) 

Inspection of voted ballots, records, 
allowed, wben, \15.493 

Investigative authorization, election au
tbority, wbeD, 115.191 

-J-
Judges 

Absence from polls, number of judges 
permitted, time allowed, 115.097 
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Absent from polls without good cause, 
election offense, 115.637 

Additional judge authorized, number 
and bipartisan requirements, 
115.083 

Affidavit, voter qualifications, duties, 
115.429 

Allowing anything but ballot in ballot 
box, election offense, 115.631 

Appointed, how, 115.079 
Appointment for individual elections, 

boards, authority; appointment 
made from county committees list, 
when, 115.089 

Assist voters, when, 115.445 
Ballot box duties, 115.423 
Ballot in ballot box, before voting com

mences, election offense, IlS.631 
Ballots spoiled or errors made, ex

change, 115.439 
Bipartisan, requirement for polling 

places, 115.081 
Candidate a relative, cannot serve, 

when, exception, 115.085 
Certify number ballots, how, 115.421 
Compensation, how set, 115.101 
County committees to fur.nish list of 

qualified persons, when, 115.089 
County political party committee 

member may serve, when, 115.085 
Detain election materials, when, elec

tion offense, 115.637 
Disabled voter, unable to enter polling 

place, judges duties, 115.436 
Disclosing how voter voted, election 

offense, 115.637 
Duties of, 115.421 
Election authority,judge not employee, 

115.101 
Failure to appear, procedure provided, 

115.095 
Initial voter's ballot, 115.433 
Instructions furnished, 115.4I3 
Number of, how determined, 115.081 
Oath required, form of, 115.091 
Part-time when, requirements, compen-

sation, 115.081 
Political subdivisions, formation of, 

duty to identify voters of, 115.113 

Post voter instruction cards, 115.421 
Qualifications of, 115.083 
Receiving judge, see Ballots 
Recordingjudge, see Ballots 
Remove stub, ballot card, when, 

115.443 
Removal of judges for cause, authority, 

115.099 
Replacement of, requirements, author

ity, 115.099 
Set up voting equipment, 115.421 
Substitution of judges, authority, 

115.099 
Supervision of judges, authority, 

115.099 
Supervisory judges, number of, bipar

tisan requirements, duties, 115.081; 
returning ballots, duties, 115.489 

Tally book, signed, 115.421 
Temporary judges appointed, when, 

qualifications, procedure, authority 
of, removal, how, 115.095 

Term of judges appointed by board, 
115.089 

Training courses, compensation while 
in training, 115.103 

Vacancy, how filled, 115.093 
Verification judge, qualifications, 

115.499 
Voter identification certificates, duties, 

115.431 
Voter qualifications, procedure, when 

no decision made, 115.429 
Voter registration card, dated, when, 

115.437 

Judges, counties without election commis
sioners 
Chosen, when, term, 115.087 
County clerk shall appoint, procedure, 

115.087 
County committees to furnish list, con

tents, when, 115.087 

-L-
Legal notice, public notice, newspaper 

publishing, rates anowed, 115.023 

Local issues, petition, form, of, 115.700 
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Local or special law! affecting, prohibited, 
Const. Art. III, Set. 40 (\8) (2\) 

-M-
Mark allowed (or signature, when, 

115.427 

Marking device, defmed, llS.OI3 

Months, designated for public elections, 
115.123 

Municipal elections, when held, 115.121 

-N-
National party committees, how elected, 

convention delegates, how elected, 
115.625 

New law not to interfere with present voter 
registration, 115.177 

New political parties, how established, see 
Political Party 

New resident voter, president, vice presa 

ideot 
Absentee voting law applicable, when, 

115.132 
Applications, list, open to public, 

115.132 
Election authority, duties, 115.132 

Nominating committee 
Candidates, general election, primary. 

selected by party, when, 115.363 
Certification, nominee, form, 115.377; 

when, 115.373 
Chairman, fills vacancy, when, proce

dure,1I5.375 
Death of nominee, effect, 115.373 
Death or disqualification of candidate, 

duty, 115.375 
Declaration, nominee, form, llS.377 
Delegated authority, prohibited, excep

tion,1I5.371 
How designated, certain offices, 

115.365 
Majority present, required, to nomi

nate, exception, 115.371 

Notice of vacancy, procedure, 115.369 
Telegram sufficient, when, insufficient, 

when, 115.375 

Nomination, certificate issued, when, by 
whom, 115.523 

Nominations, primary elections, 115.339 

Nonpartisan, defined, 115.013 

Nonpartisan judicial selection system, 
adoption or rejection of, proyision for, 
Const. Art. V, Sec. 25 (b) 

Notice of election 
Contents of, 115.125 
Legal notice for publication, certifica

tion required, 115.125 
Mail authorized, contents, when, 

115.129 
Required, when, given to whom, 

115.125 
Six-director school districts, newly 

formed, election for directors, ex
ception, 115.125 

Special election to fill vacancies, notice 
to election authority, contents, 
when, 115.125 

Vacancies in office, special elections 
Mail permitted, when, contents, 

115.127 
Published when, contents, number of 

newspapers required, exception, 
115.127 

-0-
Oaths, who may administer, 115.055 

Officers, oath prescribed, Const. Art. 
VIII, Sec. 3 

Offices, maintained, to be open, when, 
115.057 

Official returns 
Abstract of votes, 115.507 
Certified by whom, 115.507 
Delay in delivery, when, how long, 

115.509 
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Delivered to secretary of state, how, 
115.507 

Delivery by mail, envelope information, 
form, 115.507 

Electronic voting, 115.481 
Failure to deliver, effect, procedure, 

115.509 
Messenger to be sent for abstract of 

votes, when, 115.509 
Obtained how, procedure, 115.507 
Results, announced by verification 

board, when, 115.507 

-p-

Pamphlet, election laws 
Furnished by, 115.413 
Polls to have copy, 115.413 
Returned after election, where, 

115.413 

Party committee bylaw constitutions 
authorized, how changed, 115.627 

Party emblem use of American nag, pro
hibited; when submitted to secretary 
of state, 115.385 

Peace officers to assist, when, 115.059, 

Persons entitled, where, wbenf persons 
not entitled, exception, 115.135 

Petition, local issues, (orm of, 115.700 

Political Party 
Ballots, candidates placement on, how 

determined, 115.239 
Ballots, party emblem, where placed, 

115.241 
Candidates 

Exempt candidates, exception, 
fourth class city, when, procedure, 
115.305 

Fourth class cities, primary, when, 
procedure, exception, 115.305 

Nomination, how made, 115.307 
Congressional district committee 

Authorized, 115.603 
Bylaws, constitution, authorized, 

how changed, 115.627 

County committee, when, 115.619 
Meet, organize, when, where, 115.621 
Membership composed of, 115.619 
Officers elected, qualifications, 

115.621 
Purpose of, 115.605 

County committee 
Authorized, 115.603 
Bylaws, constitution, authorized, 

how changed, 115.627 
Chairman, vice chairman, member· 

ship other committees, 115.615 
Cities divided into wards and pre· 

cincts, when, how, 115.607 
Declaration of candidacy, where and 

when filed, 115.611 
Elected, primary election, 115.609 
Filing fee, amount of, when required, 

115.611 
Filing fee waived, inability to pay, 

procedure, 115.611 
Meet, organize, when, 115.615 
Officers, qualification, 115.615 
Purpose, 115.605 
Qualifications, 115.607 
Selected how, 115.607 
Term, 115.609 
Tie vote, effect, 115.613 
Township divided into subdistricts 

for representation, when, 115.607 
Township represented, how, 115.607 
Vacancy created, when no person 

elected, 115.613 
Vacancy fllied how, 115.617 
Votes, simple majority required, 

115.613 
Wards represented, when, 115.607 

Emblem, when submitted to secretary 
of state, 115.385 

Judicial district committee 
Authorized, 115.603 
Bylaws, constitution, authorized, 

how changed, 115.627 
County committee, serves when, 

115.619 
Membership composed of, 115.619 
Purpose, 115.605 

Legislative district committee 
Authorized, 115.603 
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Bylaws, constitution, authorized, 
how changed, 115.627 

Counties, more than one legislative 
district, 115.619 

Officers, qualifications, 115.619 
Purpose, 115.605 

New party 
Candidates placed on ballot, when, 

115.317 
Candidates, primary, no filing fee 

required, 115.357 
Committeemen, committeewomen, 

how selected, 115.319 
Establish political party for county, 

district, state, how, 115.317 
Filing valid petition, effect of, 

115.317 
Formation, procedure, 115.315 
Name, limited to five words, 115.315 
Named, how, 115.309 
Number required to sign petition, 

how determined, 115.315 
Officers, provisional named in peti

tion, requirement, 115.315 
Partial filing authorized when, 

115.331 
Partial filing signatures, number 

required, 115.331 
Party emblem, when submitted to 

secretary of state, 115.385 
Party name, candidates for president, 

vice president, may be added to, 
115.315 

Petition 
Authorities refusal to file, proce

dure, 115.333 
Disqualified, statement required, 

115.333 
Filed, where, when, 115.329 
Formation, contents of, 115.315; 

form, 115.325 
Invalidity determination, when, 

115.333 
Receipt, evidence of, 115.331 
To form, where filed, 115.315 

Presidential electors, how nomi
nated, qualifications, 115.315 

Provisional party organization sub
ject to laws, 115.319 

Provisional party organization to 
manage, control, 115.319 

Reversal of determination, proce
dure, 115.333 

Signatures, grounds for disqualify
ing, 115.335 

Signatures, validity determined, 
procedure, 115.335 

Uniform rule, checking petition 
signatures, authorized, 115.335 

Verification, signatures, joint, city, 
county, when, procedure, 115.337 

Writ of mandamus, when, 115.333 
Nominating committee 

Candidates, general, primary, when, 
115.363 

Change, district boundaries, effect, 
115.367 

Committee, how designated, certain 
offices, 115.365 

Delegate authority, prohibited, 
exception, 115.371 

Majority present, required to nom
inate, exceptions, 115.371 

Notice of vacancy, procedure, 
115.369 

Redistricting, new districts to be 
used, when, 115.365 

Notice, check of returns, paper ballots, 
cards, 115.501 

Party candidate, how determined, 
115.543 

Party emblem, use of American flag 
prohibited, 115.385 

President, vice president, candidates, 
how certified, 115.399 

Presidential electors, number of, deter
mined, certified, how, 115.399 

Returns verified, pape; ballots, cards, 
meeting open to, 115.501 

Senatorial district committee 
Authorized, 115.603 
Bylaws, constitution, authorized, 

how changed, 115.627 
County committee serves, when, 

115.619 
Meet, organize, when, where, 115.621 
Membership composed of, 115.619 
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Officers elected, qualifications, 
115.621 

Purpose, 115.605 
State committees, members to be 

elected, qualifications, 115.621 
State committee 

Authorized, 115.603 
Bylaws, constitution, authorized, 

how changed, 115.627 
Convention of delegates autho

rized, 115.625 
Formulation of state platform, 

115.623 
Honorary chairman, may act in 

absence of chairman, 115.623 
Meet, organize, when, where, 

115.623 
Members, selected, how, 115.621 
National committee members, how 

elected, 115.625 
National convention delegates, 

how elected, 115.625 
Officers elected, qualifications, 

115.623 
Presidential electors, nominated 

by convention, 115.625 
Purpose, 115.605 

PolUng places 
Candidates for more than one state 

senatorial or representative district 
voted, on same poll provisions, 
115.115 

Consolidation of precincts for voting, 
when, 115.115 

Defined, 115.013 
Designated, how, 115.115 
Elderly and handicapped, election 

authority may provide common site, 
115.115 

Handicapped, or disabled, inability to 
enter, judges duties, 115.436 

Handicapped person, special provision, 
115.115, 115.436 

Handicapped voters, household mem
bers, special provision, 115.436 

Notice of location of polls for voters, 
115.115 

Parking areas to be considered when 
selecting, 115.117 

Rental of private building, authorized, 
when, 115.117 

Requirements, 115.117 
Sign posted to notify voters of location, 

required, 115.119 
Tax-supported building must be avail

ablefor, 115.117 
Voter not to be required to vote in more 

than one place, when, 115.115 

Polls and polling places 
Candidates for more than one state 

senatorial or representative district 
voted on, same poll, provisions, 
115.115 

Changing, local, or special laws, pro
hibited, Canst. Art. Ill, Sec. 40 (18) 

Close, when, 115.407 
Closed, electronic voting duties, 

115.467; paper ballots, duties, 
115.449 

Designated, how, 115.115 
Elderly and handicapped voters, elec

tion authority may provide common 
site, 115.115 

Election laws pamphlet required at 
polls, 115.413 

Electioneering on election day, distance 
required, 115.637 

Equipment, materials, delivery by, 
record of, 115.415 

Handicapped person, 115.436 
Handicapped voter 

Exception to certain provisions, 
115.115,115.436 

Household members, special provi-
sions, 115.436 

Limitations on assignment to poll, 
o when, 115.436 

Special provision, 115.436 
Hours open, primaries, published, 

when, 115.389 
Hours to be open, 115.407 
Notice of location of polls for voters, 

115.115 
Persons to be admitted, 115.409 
Poll list, 115.431 
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Precinct registers delivered, when, 
115.169 

Public building must be available for, 
115.117 

Rental of private buildings authorized, 
when, 115.117 

Sign posted to notify voters of location, 
required, 115.117 

Voter 
Instruction cards, contents, 115.417 
Instructions, posted, where, 115.421 
Not to be required to vote in more 

than one place, wheri, 115.115 
Voting booth, requirement, 115.411 
Voting booths provided by, 115.411 
Voting machines, see Voting Machines 

Precinct register 
Computers 

Address change, 115.163 
Authorized, procedure for use, 

115.163 
l.O. card issued, content, how used, 

115.163 
J.D. card lost, procedure, 115.163 
Printout prior to each election, who 

may obtain, fee, 115.163 
Delivery to the polls, when, record of, 

115.169 
Errors in precinct record, corrected, 

when, 115.171 
Lost, procedure, 115.163 
Required, how handled, 115.163 

Precincts 
Boundary lines established, how, 

115.113 
Boundary lines, change in, authority 

for, procedure, 115.113 
Consolidation, when, 115.115 
Defined, 115.013 
Notice required of boundary changes, 

how, 115.113 
Registers, record of all absentee ballots 

cast, 115.297 

President, vice president candidates, how 
certified, 115.399; considered as one 
candidate, 115.243 

Presidential eledon 
Absentee voting, 115.277 
Certification, 115.399 
Declaration of candidacy, filed, where, 

115.353; form, when, 115.399 
Established party, how chosen, certi-

fied, when, 115.399 
Filing fee, not required, 115.357 
Independent, how nominated, 115.321 
Instructions on official ballots, 115.243 
Names on file, where, not to appear on 

ballot, 115.243 
New party candidate, how nominated, 

115.315 
New residents, entitled to vote, proce-

dure, 115.132 
Nominated, how, 115.625 
Number, determined, how, 115.399 
Qualifications, 115.399 
Vote for, how, 115.243 

Presumption against implied repealer, 
115.007 

Primary elections, when, held, 115.121; 
see also Primary Elections 

Primary elections 
Ballots, official 

Candidates, how listed, 115.395 
Circle under party name, prohibited, 

115.395 
Contents, 115.395 
Delivery to polls, 115.393 
Number of, how determined, 115.393 
Printing, candidacy declaration re-

quired, 115.347 
Separate for each party, 115.395 
Vacancy, candidate disqualified, pro

cedure, 115.397 
Voter not desiring party ballot, pro

cedure, 115.397 
Voter to receive one party ballot, 

115.397 
Write-in lines, prohibited, 115.395 

Ballots, samples 
Color of, 115.391 
Distributed when, how, 115.391 
Endorsements not permitted, 115.391 
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Errors, omission, corrections, 
115.393 

Posted where, 115.391 
Candidates declarations 

Armed services, member, 115.355 
Certified mail to be used when, 

115.355 
Filed in person, exceptions, 155.355 
Filed, where, 115.353 
Fraudulent, fictitious filing, 115.347 
Judges seeking retention, 115.355 
Mail, proof of identity required, 

115.355 
Physical disability, 115.355 
Required, 115.347 

Candidate's qualifications, challenged, 
procedure, 115.526 

Certificate of nomination, issued, when, 
by whom, 115.523 

Certified list of candidates, offices, 
order of filing, 115.387 

Certified list of candidates, contents, 
sent to authorities, when, 115.387 

Cities, fourth class, when, procedure, 
exception, 115.305 

Date of, 115.341; election, 115.121 
Death of candidate, procedure, 115.379 
Death of incumbent, vacancy on ballot, 

procedure, 115.361 
Declaration, filed, when, form, 115.349 
Disqualification of candidate, ballot 

handled how, 115.361 
Disqualified candidate, immediately 

prior to election, procedure, 115.379 
Election contest 

Bond, contestant to post, when, 
115.547 

Candidate, challenge returns, 
115.527 

Certified copy, judgement sent to 
whom, 115.545 

Certified copy, petition to whom, 
115.533 

Circuit court, jurisdiction to hear, 
115.529 

Contestee not found, how served, 
115.533 

Contradict findings, how, 115.543 
Cost of, how enforced, 115.547 

Cost of recount, 115.547 
Court to render judgment, when, 

effect of, 115.545 
Deposition authorized, procedure, 

115.599 
Exclusive jurisdiction, circuit court, 

where filed, 115.531 
Findings, recount prima facie evi

dence of facts, 115.543 
Judgment for costs enforceable as 

in civil cases, 115.547 
New primary, ordered, when, 115.549 
Persons "authorized to be present at 

recount, 115.543 
Petition filed, where, 115.531 
Petition to contest, contents, when, 

115.531 
Posting of summons, where, when, 

115.533 
Preliminary hearing, when, 115.531 
Records to conform to judgment, 

secretary of state, 115.545 
Special session circuit court, when, 

115.531 
Subpoena witness, 115.599 
Summons issued to contestee, how 

served, when, 115.533 
Supreme court assign judge, when, 

115.531 
Time limit for contesting, 115.531 
Witnesses to contradict findings of 

recount, 115.543 
Election contest, appeals 

Bond, may be required, 115.551 
Conclude before general election, 

115.551 
Hear, as appeals in equity, 115.551 
Preference, to be given case, 115.551 
Procedure, rules, civil cases, 115.551 
Taken how, 115.551 
Who may appeal, 115.551 

Election contest, new primary 
Nominee, how determined, 115.549 
Notice, how given, 115.549 
Ordered when, contents, 115.549 

Election contest, primary 
Additional evidence heard, when, 

115.539 
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Evidence heard, alleged irregular
ities, when, 115.537 

Prima facie case, when, 115.539 
Recount, ordered by court, when, 

115.539 
Rules of discovery, civil cases apply, 

115.539 
Subpoena, all materials, records of 

contested election, 115.539 
Failure to withdraw, effect of, excep

tions, 115.359 
False report, vacancy by telegram, 

effect, 115.375 
File for one office only, 115.351 
Filing date, published, 115.345 
Filing fee 

Inability to pay, form, procedure, 
115.357 

No fee required, when, 115.357 
Paid before name on ballot, 115.357 
Paid to whom, 115.357 
Presidential electors, no fee re

quired, 115.357 
Filing reopens, when, 115.361 
Filing, same election, one ticket only. 

115.351 
Filing two tickets, effect of, 115.351 
General law, consistent with, to apply 

to,115.311 
Nominating committee 

Certification, nominee, form, 
115.377; when, 115.373 

Chairman to fill vacancy, when, 
115.375 

Death of nominee, effect of, 115.373 
Declaration, nominee, form, 115.377 
Delegated authority, prohibited, 

exception, 115.371 
Designated, how, certain offices, 

115.365 
Majority present, required to nom

inate, exception, 115.371 
Notice of vacancy, procedure, 

115.369 
Telegram, used when, insufficient, 

when, 115.375 
Nominations, how made, 115.339 

. Notice, offices for nomination, pub
lished, contents, 115.345 

Official returns, electronic voting, 
115.481 

Party candidate determined, how, 
115.343 

Party nominating committee select 
candidate, when 115.363 

Polls, see also Polls and Polling Places 
Polls, hours to open, close, 115.407 
Publication, date of election, polling 

hours, 115.389 
Publication, list of candidates, when, 

where, 115.389 
Recount 

Assistants, number, how appointed, 
qualifications, oath, duties, 
115.543 

Attorney, representing, presence 
authorized, 115.543 

Ballots, how counted, 115.541 
Certified copy of judgment sent to 

whom, 115.545 
Computer program, ordered, 

when, 115.541 
Conducted how, 115.541 
Contestant, contestee, permitted to 

be present, 115.543 
Contestant, contestee to furnish 

list of recount assistants, 115.543 
Contradict, findings, how, 115.543 
Court to 

Determine legality of votes, au
thority, 115.541 

Render judgment, when, effect of, 
115.545 

Supervise, 115.543 
Finding, prima facie evidence of 

facts, 115.543 
Order to produce all materials, 

records, 115.541 
Persons, authorized to be present, 

115.543 
Qualification of voter, determined 

how, 115.541 
Report of findings to court, 115.543 
Signatures may be compared, 

115.541 
Voter's name on precinct register, 

prima facie evidence, 115.541 
Votes, not to be counted. 115.541 
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Voting machines, remain locked 
against voting, 115.541 

Witnesses, to contradict findings, 
115.543 

Returns challenged, by whom, 115.553 
Tie vote 

Circuit judges, 115.515 
Committeemen, committeewomen, 

effect of, 115.613 
County offices, 115.515 
Governor to issue proclamation, 

when, 115.515 
Notice, runoff election, contents,' 

115.521 
Procedure to follow, 115.515 
Proclamation, special election, 

contents, sent to whom, 115.515 
Runoff election, between tied can
didates only, 115.519 

Runoff election, notice published. 
when, where, 115.521 

Special election, when, how 
ordered and conducted, 115.515 

State offices, 115.515 
Votes, how counted, 115.515 

Tuesday, day all public elections to be 
held, exceptions, 115.123 

Vote counting, see Ballots 
Voter wishing to vote for independents, 

115.397 
Withdrawal of candidate, 115.359; 

procedure, 115.361 
Write-in counted, when, 115.395 

Procedure to vote paper ballots, 115.439 

Provisional party organization, managed 
by, 115.319 

Provisional party organization subject to 
laws, 115.319 

Public elections to be held on Tuesday, 
exceptions, 115.123 

Public office, defined, 115.013 

Publishing legal notices, advertisements, 
court orders, rates allowed, 115.023 

Purpose clause, 115.003 

-Q-
Question, dermed, 115.013 

-R-
Receiving judges, defined, 115.447 

Recording judges, 115.447 

Recount baUots, primary, see Prinuuy 
Elections 

Recount, general election 
Assistants, how appointed, number, 

qualifications, duties, compensa
tion, 115.587 

Attorney representing, presence auth
orized, 115.587 

Ballot cards, counted automatically or 
by hand count, 115.585 

Contestant, contestee, presence permit
ted, 115.587 

Court or legislative body, authorized, 
determine validity of votes, 115.585 

Date set for recount, when, 115.585 
Discovery rules, civil cases apply, 

115.583 
Election authorities, when, procedure, 

115.600 
Electronic voting equipment, tested, 

how, 115.585 
Findings, prima facie evidence of facts, 

115.587 
Judgment rendered, copies to whom, 

115.589 
Notice of date for recount, how sent, 

115.585 
Oath, required for assistants, 115.587 
Ordered, by whom, when, 115.583 
Personnel to assist, list furnished by 

whom, 115.587 
Presence' at recount, persons autho

rized, 115.587 
Qualifications of voter, authority to 

determine, 115.585 
Records to conform to judgment, 

115.589 
Report of findings to whom, 115.587 
Signature of voter, compared, how, 

115.585 
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Subpoena authorized, 115.583 
Time limitation, to prepare for recount, 

115.585 
Voter qualified, prima facie evidence of, 

115.585 
Votes, not to be counted, 115.585 
Voting machine, how counted; to re

main locked against voting, 115.585 
Witness, contradict finding, 115.587 
Writ, served by sheriff, when, on whom, 

115.585 

Registration of voters 
Additional deputies, appointed, 

115.143 
Additional registration, time, location, 

duty, to publicize, 115.145 
Affidavit of qualifications, required, 

when, 115.193 
Appeal to restore name to register 

Application, contents, 115.223 
Circuit court to hear, 115.223 
Court order, no protection, when, 

115.223 
Evidence introduced, 115.223 
Procedure, 115.223 
Restoration to register by court 

order, when, 115.223 
Applicant unable to write 

Application filled in by whom, 
115.161 

Description' of applicant required. 
115.161 

Procedure, 115.161 
Signature by mark, 115.161 

Application, affidavits, where stored, 
115.173 

Cancellation of registration, see Voters 
Candidates to receive list of voters for 

reasonable fee, when, 115.157 
Canvass 

Canvassers, how selected, 115.185 
Canvassers, refusal, neglect duties, 

election offense, 115.637 
Conducted, how, 115.181 
House to house canvass, procedure, 

115.185 
Investigation of residence qualifica

tion, when, 115.189 

List of notices given, required, 
115.187 

Mail canvass permitted, 115.181 
Notice given to show cause, when, 

115.187 
Police protection on request, 115.185 
Postage, forms provided by, 115.187 
Verification list, defined, 115.183 
Voter identification card, used for, 

115.163 
Voter not at address, procedure, 

115.185 
When, 115.179 

Change of name of registered voter, 
procedure for, 115.167 

Change of name, vote under previous 
name, when, 115.167 

Class one election offense 
Accepts payment to register, 115.175 
Conspiracy, encouraging another to 

false registration, 115.175 
Defined,115.175 
False information on eligibility to 

vote, 115.175 
Pays or offers to pay for registration, 

115.175 
Registering with intent to vote more 

than once, 115.175 
Completed, when, 115.151 
Convicted persons, voting qualification 

determined, 115.199 
County, registered in, right to vote 

statewide, 115.137 
Deceased, removed from register, 

115.199 
Deputy registration official, duty, 

115.147; appointment, qualifica
tions, 115.143 

Effective date of registration, 115.151 
Election authority, remove names from 

register, when, 115.199 
Failure to vote or transfer, investiga

tion, when, 115.221 
Felony or misdemeanor convictions, 

disqualified, when, 115.133 
Forms and supplies, furnished by, 

115.145 
Handicapped, accessibility to registra

tion sites, 115.140 
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Identification required, when, 115.135 
Incapacitated, removed from register, 

115.199 
Incapacitated, so adjudged, not entitled 

to register, 115.133 
Information cards issued to voters, 

115.149 
Information from registration cards not 

to be released to public, exceptions, 
115.157 

Information on registration cards may 
be computerized, 115.157 

Instruction of deputies, 115.145 
Investigative authorization, election 

authority, when, 115.191 
Jurisdiction of another election author

ity, registration in, when, 115.149 
Jurisdiction to register of election 

authorities, 115.149 
Laws, passage authorized, Const. Art. 

VIII, Sec. 5 
Mail registration 

Absence from county or city, 115.159 
Allowed when, form of application, 

procedure, 115.159 
Applicant not entitled, notice, reason 

not qualified, when, 115.159 
Application form, 115.159 
Applications to be retained, 115.159 
Cards may be taken to applicant, 

when, 115.159 
Deemed registered, when, 115.159 
Disability, 115.159 
Employment, 115.159 
Form of registration card, 115.155 
Illness, 115.159 
Incarceration, 115.159 
Notification to applicant of registra

tion, when, 115.159 
Oath required, witnessed by whom, 

115.159 
Refusal to register by mail, notice, 

115.159 
Religious practice, 115.159 
Review of decision if applicant found 

not entitled, 115.159 
Name stricken from register, when, 

115.193 

New law not to interfere with present 
voter registration, 115.177 

New residents, entitled to vote for 
president, vice president, special 
provisions, 115.132 

Oath, registration by mail, form of, 
115.155 

Pardoned persons, voting qualifica
tions determined, 115.199 

Pardons, list furnished by governor, 
election authorities, when, 115.197 

Person required to appear at place of 
registry, exception, 115.153 

Persons entitled to register, where, 
when, requirements, 115.135 

Persons not entitled to be registered, 
115.133 

Precinct registers 
Computer 

Address change, 115.163 
Authorized procedure for use, 

115.163 
1.0. card issued, contents, how 

used,115.163 
1.0. card lost, procedure, 115.163 
Printouts prior to each election, 

who may obtain, fee, 115.163 
Delivery to polls, when, record of, 

115.169 
Errors in record, corrected, when, 

115.171 
Lost, procedure, 115.163 
Required, how handled, 115.163 

Probation or parole after felony con
viction, disqualified, when, 115.133 

Qualifications, 115.133 
Records required 

Clerks, circuit, probate division, 
circuit court to provide informa
tion, when, 115.195 

Death, records obtained, when, 
115.195 

Felony, misdemeanor conviction 
records, obtained, when, 115.195 

Incapacitated, records obtained 
when, 115.195 

Reinstated, when, 115.193 
Removed improperly from register, 

reinstated how, 115.193 
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Supervision, election authority, 115.141 
Time limit on registration, 115.135 
Transfer of registration 

Appearance in person required when, 
notice, 115.165 

Application, contents of, receipted, 
115.165 

Cancellation of registration in an
other county of state, form, proce
dure, 115.165 

Change of residence and choosing to 
reregister, 115.165 

Completed, when, 115.165 
Effective, when, 115.165 
Failure to transfer, 115.165 
Notice if voter not entitled, required, 

115.165 
Notice to voter of transfer, 115.165 
Procedure, when, 115.165 
Residents of Missouri changing 

jurisdiction in state required, 
115.165 

Voting records inspected annually, 
115.221 

Cities 

St. Loui. City 
Laws, passage authorized, Canst. Art. 

VllI, Sec. 5 

Counties 

SI. Louis County 
Laws, passage authorized, Canst. Art. 

VllI; Sec. 5 

Registration transfer required for Mis
souri voter changing jurisdiction in 
state, 115.165 

Relative within second degree of consan
guinity or affinity, defined, 115.013 

Retention, ballots, records, after election, 
time required, 115.493 

Return., challenged by whom, 115.553 

Returns, official electronic voting, 
115.481 

Rules and regulations 
Authority to make, exception, 115.043 

Election authorities, power to promul
gate, 115.043 

Suspension, reinstatement procedure, 
suspension not applied to elections, 
when, 115.011 

Runoff elections between tied candidates 
only, 115.519; notice of, published, 
when, where, 115.521 

-8-
Sample ballots, See Ballots 

Sample ball~ts, primaries, 115.391 

School districts, dates, "hen beld,115.123 

Scope of act, 115.005 

Secretary of state, duties prescribed, 
Const. Art. IV, Sec. 14 

Sheriff to assist, "hen, 115.059 

Short title, 115.001 

Signature, inability to sign, procedure, 
115.427 

Signing petition to nominate candidate 
unlawfully, 115.313 

Special charter 
Cities, officers, proced ure, Const. Art. 

VI, Sec. 19 
County, procedure, Cons!. Art. VI, Sec. 

18 

Special district, defined, 115.013 

Special election, defined, 115.013 

Special elections, contested, depositions 
authorized, procedure, subpoena wit
nesses, 115.599 

Spoiled ballot, dermed, 115.447 

State officers, returns, procedure, Const. 
Art IV, Sec. 18 

-T-
Tally book. 

Electronic voting, form, 115.473 
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Sheets, machine voting, forms, 115.487 
Sheets, paper ballot, form, 115.461 

Test of electronic voting equipment when, 
procedure, 115.233 

Tie vote, general election 
Attorney general, procedure, 115.517 
Auditor, state, procedure, 115.517 
Certificate, filed by speaker of house, 

results, when, 115.517 
Circuit judges, procedure, 115.517 
Federal office, 115.517 
General assembly, by joint vo'te 

chooses, when, 115.517 
Governor issues proclamation, when, 

procedure, 115.517 
Lieutenant governor, procedure, 115.517 
Notice, runoff election, contents, 

115.521 
Procedure to follow, 115.517 
Proclamations issued by. contents of, 

115.517 
Representative, state, procedure, 

115.517 
Secretary of state issues proclamation, 

when, procedure, 115.517 
Senator, state, procedure, I1S.S17 
Special elections, when, 115.517 
Treasurer, state, procedure,IIS.517 

Time limit on registration, 115.135 

Time off to vote, procedure, denial, effect, 
115.639 

Time off to vote, time allowed, failure to 
comply, penalty, exception, 115.639 

Time specified, change authorized, Const. 
Art. VIII, Sec. 1 

-V-
Vacancies in offices, election may be held 

other day than Tuesday, 115.123 

Vacancy on baDot, withdrawal, prace-
dure, 115.361 

Verification board 
Abstract of vote, official returns, 

mailing, envelope, information, 
form, 115.507 

Announcement of results, when due, 
115.507 

Appointment of election authority, 
when, 115.499 

Certification of returns by board, ex
ceptions; by county clerk, when, 
115.507 

Certify count, 115.497 
Constituted, how, 115.499 
Convene, when, 115.497 
Corrected returns, prima facie evidence, 

when, 115.505 
County committee, failure to present 

qualified names, effect, 115.499 
Deliver abstract of votes, how, when, 

115.507 
Fraud, violation of law, duty to report, 

115.513 
Official returns, 115.507 
Verification judges, qualifications, 

115.499 

Verification board, paper ballots, cards 
Corrected returns to supersede, 115.501 
Discrepancy in returns, 115.501 
Meeting open to whom, when, notice 

to whom, 115.501 

Verification board, voting machine 
Bipartisan committee appointed, how, 

qualifications, duties, 115.503 
Corrections to supersede, 115.503 
Inspection of how, when, 115.503 
Returns, copy to election authority, 

retention period, 115.503 
Returns, official, copies to whom, 

posted where, 115.503 

Verification list, defmed, 115.183 

Vote counting procedure, see Ballots 

Vote, not allowed to, appeal, 115.429 

Voter challenge returns, when, 115.553 

Voter identification certificate 
Computers used for precinct register, 

printout to be J.D. certificate, 
115.427 

Form of, 115.427 
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Initialed by judges, 115.431 
Judges, duties, 115.431 
Poll list, use of computer, what kept 

as, 115.431 
Poll lists, kept as, 115.431 
Signature required, when, 115.427 

Voter instruction cards, contents, 115.417; 
posted where, 115.421 

Voters, see also Registration oj J10ters 
Absentee 

Absentee ballot, defined, 115.275 
Appeal, refusal to deliver ballot, 

115.287 
Assistance in voting, when, 115.291 
Challenged, how, 115.303 
Illiterate, handicapped, assisted, 

how, 115.291 
Procedure, 115.291 
Received by election authority. when, 

115.293 
Refusal to deliver ballot, 115.287 
Returned to election authority, how, 

115.291 
Statement required,. forms of, 

115.283 
Unlawful assistance, effect of, 

115.291 
Affidavit of qualifications required at 

polls, 115.429 
Affidavit of qualifications, required, 

when, 115.193 
Appeal to restore name to register 

Application, contents, 115.223 
Apply to election authorities first, 

115.223 
Circuit court to hear appeal, 115.223 
Court order no protection, when, 

115.223 
Procedure, 115.223 
Restoration to register by court 

order, when, 115.223 
Arrest, privilege from, when allowed, 

Cons!. Art. VlIl, Sec. 4 
Candidates to receive list of, reasonable 

fee, when, 115.157 
Cards dated, when, 115.437 
Challengers may engage attorney, 

115.553 

Challengers, procedure, 115.429 
Challenges, returns, right of, 115.553 
Change name of registered voter, 

procedurefor,115.167 
Change of name, vote under previous 

name, when, 115.167 
Convicted persons, voting qualifica

tions determination, 115.199 
Deceased, removed from register, 

115.199 
Election offenses 

Third class, asking for consideration 
for vote, 115.635 

Third class, taking consideration for 
vote, 115.635 

Fourth class, false statements, inabil
ity to mark ballot, 115.637 

Fourth class, intentionally showing 
voted ballot, 115.637 

Election offenses, first class 
Apply for ballot having already 

voted, 115.631 
Applying for ballot under another's 

name, 115.631 
Conspiracy to cause illegal voting, 

115.175 
Defined,115.175 
Knowingly voting more than once, 

115.631 
Registers with intent to vote more 

than once, 115.631 
Voting with knowledge, not entitled, 

115.631 
Eligible only if registered, exception, 

115.425 
Employer, interference voting, election 

offense, 115.639 
Failure to vote or transfer, investiga

tion, when, 115.221 
False affidavit of qualifications, class 

one offense, 115.429 
Felony or misdemeanor convictions 

disqualified, when, 115.133 
Handicapped, or disabled, inability to 

enter polling place, judges duties, 
115.436 

Handicapped persons 
Household members, special provi

sions, 115.436 
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Polling places, exception to provi
sion, 115.115 

Special provision, 115.436 
Identification certificate 

Comparison of signature, 115.427 
Form of, 115.427 
Mark allowed for signature, when, 

115.427 
Signature required, when, 115.427 
Unable to sign name, procedure, 

115.427 
Illiterate, handicapped, absentee voters, 

assisted, 115.291 
Improperly removed from register, 

reinstated, how, 115.193 
Incapacitated persons, removed from 

register, 115.199 
Incapacitated persons so adjudged, not 

qualified to vote, 115.133 
Investigative authorization, election 

authority, when, 115.191 
Lists of, may be sold, 115.157 
Name in precinct register, required, 

115.425 
Name stricken from register, when, 

115.193 
New law not to interfere with present 

voter, registration, 115.177 
New residents, entitled to vote for 

president, vice president, procedure, 
115.132 

Not allowed to vote, appeal, 115.429 
Ownership of real property. require· 

ment to vote, 115.137 
Pardoned persons, voting qualifica

tions determined, 115.199 
Persons not entitled to vote, 115.133 
Polls to remain open to permit voting, 

when, 115.407 
Primary election 

Independent candidates, right to 
choose, 115.397 

Nonpartisan candidates, procedure, 
115.397 

Party ballot not desired, procedure, 
115.397 

Receive one party ballot, 115.397 
Write-ins not counted, exception, 

115.395 

Probation or parole after felony con
viction, disqualified, when, 115.133 

Qualifications, 115.133; generally, 
Const, Art. Vlll, Sec. 2 

Registered voter, may vote in all 
elections, exception, 115.137 

Registration canvass 
Canvasser, refusal, neglect of duties, 

election offense, 115.637 
Canvassers, how selected, IIS.ISS 
House-to-house canvass, procedure, 

llS.lSS 
Voter not at address, procedure, 

IIS.ISS 
When, 115.179 

Registration transfer required for 
Missouri voter changing jurisdiction 
in state, 115.165 

Registration, where, when, require
ments, 115.135 

Reinstated, when, 115.193 
Removed from register improperly, re

instated how, 115.193 
Residence retention, when authorized, 

Const. Art. Vlll, Sec. 6 
Time off, three hours to vote, when, 

115.639 
Unregistered voter may not vote, 

exceptions, 115.139 
Vote, disclosure prohibited, exception, 

Const. Art. VIII, Sec. 3 
Voting booth, allowed in, when, 

115.435 
Voting denied, appeal, 115.429 
Voting procedures 

Assistance, voting, when, by whom, 
115.436, 115.445 

Ballot card in envelope, 115.443 
Ballot spoiled, marked wrong, 

exchanged, 115.439 
Delay voting prohibited, 115.441 
Disability, assistance allowed, 

115.445 
Illiterate, assistance allowed, 115.445 
Immediate family may assist to vote, 

when, 115.445 
No party designated, how, 115.439 
Paper ballot folded, place in ballot 

box, 115.443 
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Party not designated, how, 115.439 
Split ticket, how, 115.439 
Straight party ticket, how, 115.439 
Vote once for candidate, 115.439 
Voter only in booth, exception, 

115.445 
Voting machine. how, 115.439 
Voting machine, registers vote, 

115.443 
Write-in, how to, 115.439 

Voting records inspected annually. 
115.221 

Voting Machines 

General Provisions 

County clerk's staff, operation, main
tenance of, when, 115.051 

Election commissioners employ staff to 
operate and maintain, when,l15.045 

Election judges at polls, duties, 115.423 
Inspection by verification board, how, 

115.503 
Locked after election, remain locked, 

exception, 115.495 
Locked and sealed, when, 115.483 
Unlocked, when, 115.495 

Lever Type 

Abandonment authorized, 115.267 
Adoption authorized, 115.267 
Ballots 

Information, how arranged, 115.255 
Labels, how printed, displayed, pro

tected, 115.253 
Offices, may be printed in red, 

115.253 
Questions, how printed, 115.253 
Separate paper ballots not prohi

bited, 115.255 
Counter showing number of people 

voting on machine, 115.249 
Demonstration, instruction, exhibition 

authorized, 115.269 
Device to print, emboss, photograph 

recording counter before, after 
election, authorized, 115.251 

Expense of transporting, use by organ
izations, 115.271 

Experiment with, authorized, 115.267 
Handling mac~ine during election, who 

may, exception, 115.263 
Ineligible because voted absentee, 

record of, 115.297 
Inoperative voting machine 

New machine replacing inoperative, 
votes from both totaled, 115.265 

Notice to election authorities, 
115.265 

Paper ballots to be used, when, 
procedure, 115.265 

Procedure to follow, 115.265 
Repair, authorized, 115.265 
Replaced by new machine, 115.265 
Use of paper ballots, statement 

required, 115.265 
Inspection at polls, election judges 

authorized, when, 115.259 
Instruction use, prohibited, when, 

exception, 115.267 
Law, provisions, apply, when, 115.273 
Lease authorized, how, 115.267 
Liability, damages, loss, use by organ-

izations, 115.271 
Light provided, voter to see clearly, 

115.249 
Loaned for instruction to groups, when, 

procedure, 115.271 
Locked, not to be opened during 

election, exception, 115.261 
Locks to prevent tampering, 115.249 
Mechanical model for instructing 

voters, 115.249 
Opening during election, by whom, 

procedure, 115.261 
Placement in polls, 115.259 
Preparation prior to election 

Adjusted by election authority, when, 
115.257 

Candidates notified, 115.257 
Committee chairmen notified, 

115.257 
Notice, contents, to whom, when, 

115.257 
Preparation open to whom, 115.257 
Recording counters set at zero, when, 

exception, 115.257 
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Witnesses required, number of, 
qualification, 115.257 

Primary election, vote for ODe party, 
115.249 

Privilege from arrest, when allowed, 
Canst. Art. VllI, Sec. 4 

Protective counter, de.tecting vote 
before, after, elections, 115.249 

Recording counters, defined, 115.251 
Records and counts accurately, 115.249 
Recount, procedures, general election, 

115.585 
Recount, procedures, primary. 115.541 
Rental, other groups for elections, 

115.271 
Secrecy, 115.249 
Secret ballot, polls, responsibility of 

election judges, 115.259 
Single lever for president, vice presi

dent, 115.249 
Standards required, 115.249 
Unlawful assistance, absent voting, 

effect of, 115.291 
Visible to election judges at polls, when, 

115.259 
Vote for all questions, allowed, 115.249 
Vote one party or split ticket, 115.249 
Voter allowed to vote for all candidates, 

permitted, 115.249 
Write-in, all allowed, 115.249 

-W-

Watchers 
Committee chairman, right to appoint, 

authority, 115.107 
Improper conduct, how handled, police 

assist, when, 115.111 
Oath required, form of, 115.109 
Report of irregularities to, 115.107 
Reporting names of those voting, or not 

voting prohibited, 115.107 
Selected, how, number, how deter

mined, duties, 115.107 
Substitutions not permitted, when, 

115.107 

Withdrawal of candidate, primary, when, 
how, 115.359; procedure, 115.379 

Write--in candidates at general election to 
be deemed independent candidate, re
quirement for vote to ·count, 115.343 

Write-in votes 
Candidate receiving votes under more 

than one party designation, 115.453 
Candidates, declaration of intent to be 

filed when, required, 115.453 
Electronic voting procedure, 115.469 
How to, 115.439 
Party designation vote shall not be 

counted, exception, 115.453 
Permitted when, list to be furnished 

judges, 115.453 
Primaries not counted, exception, 

115.393 
Votes counted how, 115.453 

Writs, vacancies in general assembly, how 
issued, Const. Art. III, Sec. 14 

Contests of Election 

Ballots, examination, when authorized, 
Const. Art. VIII, Sec. 3 

General election 
Answer, contents, when filed, 115.559, 

115.567, 115.579 
Appeal allowed, procedure, exception, 

115.597 
Attendance of witnesses, authority to 

compel, 115.561, 115.569, 115.581 
Bond, posted by contestant, when, 

115.591 
Case to be tried, when, 115.581 
Certificate of election, person holding, 

exercise duties of office, pending 
contest, 115.595 

Commissioner, authority to administer 
oath, 115.561, 115.581 

Commissioner of court, appointed, 
duties, powers, 115.561, 115.581 

Constitutional amendments, statutes, 
supreme court jurisdiction, 115.555 

Contest for office pending, duties of 
office, who performs, 115.595 
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Contest pending on question, proce
dure, 115.595 

Contestee, not found, service proce
dure, 115.559, 115.567, 115.579 

Co.ntradict findings, how, 115.543 
Cost, how paid, enforceable how, 

115.591 
Court order to hear case, contents, 

115.561 
Cross-examination, permitted, 115.561 
Depositions, authority to take, 115.561, 

115.569, 115.581 
Depositions, authorized parties to, 

procedure for use, 115.599 
Discovery, authority to compel, 

115.561 
Discovery rules, civil cases, apply. 

115.583 
Evidence of, official returns, l15.50S 
Judge, circuit court, office contested, 

jurisdiction, 115.575 
Jurisdiction, exclusive. certain cases, 

supreme court, 115.557 
Jurisdiction, exclusive, senate, house, 

when, 115.565 
Notice of new election, given how, 

115.593 
Officials, state, petition, where filed, 

when, contents, 115.557 
Orders 

Issued by, 115.565 
New election, content, sent to whom, 

115.593 
Vacate office, how enforced, 115.595 

Pending contest for office, who exer
cises duties of, 115.595 

Petition, copy of, sent to whom, 
115.559,115.567,115.579 

Petition filed, where, contents of, 
115.557, 115.565, 115.577; state 
officials, when, 115.557 

Recount 
Conducted, how, 115.585 
Contestants right to, when, 115.601 
Ordered, when, by whom, 115.583 
Prima facie case for, how determined, 

115.583 
Representative, contest, heard, by 

house, 115.563 

Retention of judges, subject to Const. 
Art. V, Sec. 29; jurisdiction, 115.555 

Senator, contest heard by senate, 
115.563 

Service, how obtained, 115.559, 115.567 
Service of process, how, 115.579 
State officials, jurisdiction, supreme 

court, 115.555 
Subpoena authorized, recount, 

115.583; witnesses, parties to, autho
rized, 115.599 

Summons issued, when, how served, 
posted where, 115.559, 115.567, 
115.579 

Supreme court to have jurisdiction, 
when, 115.555 

Testimony, to be heard by, 115.561 
Time, election contest to be filed, 

115.577 
Vacancy exists if person determined 

cannot serve, 115.595 
Votes, new election, how counted, 

115.593 
Votes to be recounted, how determined, 

115.583 
Witnesses, examine, 115.561; names to 

be stated in petition, 115.567 

General election, state, representatives, 
senaton 
Answer filed, when, contents, 115.567 
Appeal, prohibited, 115.573 
Contestee not able to serve, procedure, 

115.567 
Deposition, rebutting testimony al

lowed without notice; when taken, 
rules to apply, 115.569 

Evidence allowed, form of, 115.571 
House to hear case, when, 115.563 
Jurisdiction, exclusive, senate, house, 

when, 115.565 
Notice and petition sent to whom, 

115.567 
Orders to be issued by, 115.565 
Petition, contents of, posted where, 

when, 115.567; where, how fIled, 
115.565 

Senate to hear case, when, 115.563 
Service, how obtained, 115.567 
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Testimony certified by, 115.571 
Tie votes, elections held other day than 

Tuesday, 115.123 
Time for filing answer, 115.567 
Validity of votes, challenged in answer, 

115.567 
Witnesses, names to be stated in 

petition, 115.567 

Officers, testimony, when required, 
Const. Art. VIJI, See. 3 

Primary 
Additional evidence, heard when, 

115.539 
Answer, contestee, contents filed when; 

may challenge validity, contestants, 
votes, 115.533 

Appeals, procedure, 115.551 
Bond, contestant to post, when, 115.547 
Candidate may challenge, 115.527 
Case to be heard evening, weekends if 

necessary; to conclude prior to 
general election, 115.535 

Certified copy, judgment, sent to 
whom, 115.545 

Certified COPY. petition, sent to whom, 
115.533 

Challenge, returns for n~mination, 

115.527 
Circuit court, jurisdiction to hear, 

115.529 
Commence, date set, 115.535 
Contested office, action on to be 

suspended, when, 115.533 
Contestee, not found, how served, 

115.533 
Continuances, not allowed except by 

consent, 115.535 
Cost of, how enforced; cost of recount, 

115.547 
Court to render judgment, when, effect 

of, 115.545 
Evidence heard, alleged irregularities, 

when, 115.537 
Exclusive jurisdiction, circuit court, 

where filed, 115.531 
Findings, recount, prima facie evidence 

of facts, 115.543 

Judgment for cost enforceable as in civil 
cases, 115.547 

New primary, nominee, how deter
mined, 115.549; ordered, when, 
contents, procedure, 115.549 

Persons authorized to be present at 
recount, 115.543 

Petition to contest, contents, when, 
115.531 

Posting of summons, where, when, 
115.533 

Preference in order of hearing to all 
other cases, 115.535 

Preliminary hearing, when, 115.531 
Prima facie case, when, 115.539 
Records to conform to judgment, sec-

retary of state, 115.545 
Recount 

Contestant's right to, when, 115.601 
Necessity of, determined, when. 

115.537 
Ordered by court, when, 115.539 

Rules of discovery, civil cases apply. 
115.539 

Special session, circuit court, when, 
115.531 

Subpoena; all materials, records of 
contested election, 115.539 

Summons issued to contestee, how 
served, when, 115.533 

Supreme court, assign judge, when, 
115.531 

Time limit for contesting, 115.531 
Witnesses to contradict findings of 

recount, 115.543 

Public officers, procedure, Const. Art. 
VII, Sec. 5 

Political Subdivisions, Special Districts 

Candidates, declarations, closing date for 
filing, 1\5.127 

Cosls 
Election cost deposit 

Insufficient to pay cost, procedure, 
115.077 

Procedure, penalty, 115.077 
Refund, amount, when, 115.077 
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Estimated by election authority, when, 
Il5.077 

Multiple subdivisions, districts, paid for 
by whom, how calculated, 115.065 

Paid how, penalty for failure to pay, 
115.077 

Proportionally, shared, when, 115.065 
Shared proportionally, when, how 

computed, 115.065 
State to pay, when, exception, 115.063 

Multiple subdivisions or districts, costs, 
how computed, 115.065 

Notice to COUDty clerk that election to be 
conducted by clerk of political subdi
vision, when, 115.023 

Subdivisions, formation of, duty to 
identify voters of, 115.113 

Without election commissioners 
Clerk or secretary, granted election 

duties, powers of county clerk, 
when; jurisdiction, 115.023 

Notice to county clerk, when, contents, 
115.023 

Procedure, 115.023 

Cities 

Kansas City 

Election commissioners, authorized, 
115.017 

Election costs, how paid, 115.071 

Judges, city elections, compensations, 
how pai.d, 115.071 

Judges, Jackson County, compensation, 
one-half paid by city, when, 115.069 

St. Louis 

Election commiSSioners, authorized, 
115.017, see also Election Commis
sioners 

Counties 

Expenses to be paid, exception, 115.075 

Clay 

Costs of elections, how paid, 115.073 

Election commissioners 
See also Election Commissioners 
Authorized, Il5.017 
Jurisdiction, 115.021 

Electronic voting system, see Voting 
Machines 

Judges, compensation, city contributes, 
when, how calculated, 115.073 

Voting system, electronic, see Voting 
Machines 

Jackson (outside Kansas City) 

Election commissioners 
See also Election Commissioners 
Authorized, 115.017 
Jurisdiction, 115.021 

Platte 

Costs of elections, how paid, 115.073 

Judges: compensation, city contributes, 
when, how calculated, 115.073 

St. Louis 

Election commiSSioners, authorized, 
115.017; jurisdiction, 115.0n 

Special Elections 

Charter, St. Louis city, amendment or 
revision, procedure, Const. Art. VI, 
Sec. 32 

Death of candidate, procedure, 115.379 

Disqualified candidate, immediately prior 
to election, procedure, 115.379 

Horse racing and pari-mutuel wagering, 
adoption or rejection, Const. Art. III, 
Sec. 39 (c) 

Horse racing and pari-mutuel wagering 
may be submitted to voters once every 
four years, Canst Art. III, Sec. 39 (c) 
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Local issues, petition, form of, 115.700 

New election, ordered when, votes, how 
counted, 115.593 

New primary, when ordered, 115.549 

Notice runoff election, contents, 115.521 

Notice to election authorities of certified 
candidates, 115.381 

Petition, local issues, form of, 115.700 

Runoff election, notice of, published 
when, where, 115.521 

School districts 
Six-director 

Newly formed district 
Notice, exception to fule, 115.125 

Tie vote, general election 
Election, how conducted, procedure, 

115.517 
Proclamation contents, sent to whom, 

proclamation issued by whom, 
when, 115.517 

Representative, state, pr~cedure, 
115.517 

Runoff election between tied candidates 
only, 115.519 

Senator, state, procedure, 115.517 
Special election, when, how ordered. 

115.517 
Votes, counted. how, 115.517 

Tie vote, primary election 
Committeemen, committeewomen, ef

fect of, 115.613 
Procedure to follow, 115.515 
Proclamation, contents of, sent to 

whom, 115.515 
Runoff election between tied candidates 

only, 115.519 
Special election, when, how ordered, 

115.515 
Votes counted, how, 115.515 

Vacancies 
Legal notice, contents, when published, 

number, newspapers required, pub
lished. one newspaper in jurisdic
tion, 115.127 

Mail permitted, when, contents, 
115.127 

Notice to election authority, contents, 
when filed, 115.125 

Published when, contents, number of 
newspapers required, exception, 
115.127 

Sample ballot certification to election 
authorities, when, 115.125 
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