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1993 Indiana Election 
Legislation Summary 

Prepared by the Indiana State Election Board 

The following is a summary of election-related legislation that passed the 
Indiana General Assembly and became law in 1993. Nine bills passed that made substantive changes 
to election law: HEA 1151 (Public Law 1-1993); HEA 1708 (Public Law 3-1993); HEA 1722 (Public 
Law 14-1993); HEA 1196 (Public Law 15-1993); HEA 1066 (Public Law 16-1993); HEA 1283 
(Public Law 17-1993); HEA 1483 (Public Law 18-1993); SEA 434 (Public Law 19-1993); and HEA 
1043 (Public Law 20-1993). SEA 24 (Public Law 2-1993), SEA 485 (Public Law 8-1993), and SEA 
225 (Public Law 11-1993) also made technical amendments to the election code concerning the 
recodification of the public health law (Ie 16), limited liability companies, and the "sunset" process 
for state agencies. 

NOTE: The National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (better known as "Motor 
Voter") was signed into law on May 20, 1993. THIS IS FEDERAL, NOT STATE, 
LEGISLATION, and is effective for most purposes on January I, 1995. 

For mOre information, refer to the enrolled act or contact the State Election Board. 

ABSENTEE VOTING AND TRANSFER REOUESTS 
I. The State Election Board may, by unanimous vote, establish a pilot project 
for the central counting of absentee ballots in up to five counties, after a unanimous 
vote by the county election board to apply for project designation. The procedure 

for conducting a central count of absentee ballots is established. Expires December 31, 
1995. (Ie 3-11.5, as added by SEA 434. SECTION 2, and HEA 1708, SECTIONS 176, 287. Effective July I, 
1993.) 

2, A precinct election board officer or absentee ballot counter in a county participating 
in the pilot project for the central count of absentee ballots who violates voter privacy, 
prematurely disclose vote totals, or knowingly miscounts ballots commits a Class D felony, 
punishable by up to 3 years in prison and a maximum fine of $10,000, (Ie 3·14·2·6, Ie 3·14·2. 
27, Ie 3·14·4·8, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTIONS 232·233, and 235, Ie 3·14-4·10, as added by HEA 1708, 
SECTION 236, Effective July I, 1993,) 

3, A voter who resided in an Indiana precinct and changes residence to another 
Indiana precinct in the final 30 days before election day may return to the voter's 
former precinct and, upon filing a request for transfer affidavit, vote for all offices 

on the ballot in the former precinct. This voter may also request and execute the transfer 
affidavit at the former precinct. If the voter has moved out of the county, the clerk or board 
of the former county must cancel the voter's registration upon receiving the affidavit, 
(Formerly, this voter could only vote in the former precinct if the voter moved within the 
same county, and was required to execute the transfer affidavit in the office of the circuit 
court clerk or board of registration before election day), (Ie 3·7·4.5, as added by HEA 1283, 
SECTION 4: Ie 3·7·8·2, as amended by HEA 1283, SECTION 5: Ie 3·7·8·11.5, as added by HEA 1283, 
SECTION 7. Effective July I, 1993) 

1 
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4. An elderly voter (a voter who is at least 65 years of age) and any disabled 
voter (not only a disabled voter with an inaccessible precinct) may vote absentee 
whether or not the elderly or disabled voter's precinct is accessible. (lC 3-11-4-1, as 

amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 124. Effective July I, 1993.) 

5. A county election board may, by unanimous vote, authorize a travelling board to 
travel outside of the county to visit a confined voter. (lC 3-11-10-25, as amended by HEA 1708, 
SECTION 152. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

6. The state election board will prepare a special early absentee ballot for military 
voters outside of the United States and overseas voters. The ballot will not contain party or 
candidate names and would be supplied by the State Election Board to clerks in June for 
mailing to voters outside of the U.S. The ballot must include a form permitting absentee 
registration. These voters will also be mailed a regular absentee ballot when the ballot 
becomes available. If a military or overseas voter returns both a regular absentee ballot and 
the special overseas absentee ballot, then only the regular absentee ballot is counted. (lC 3-11-
4-12, IC 3-11-4-13, IC 3-11-4-18, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTIONS 126-128; IC 3-11-10-12, as amended 
by HEA 1708, SECTION 151. Effective July I, 1993.) 

7. A person assisting a confined voter in voting before a traveling absentee board is 
not required to execute an affidavit concerning assisting the voter. (lC 3-11-9-2 and IC 3-11-9-3, 
as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 149-150. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

8. A general power of attorney does not give the principal authority to cast an 
absentee ballot or regular ballot for the person. (lC 30-5-5-14, as amended by HEA 1708. 
SECTION 251. Effective July I. 1993.) 

9. An absentee ballot voted before a traveling board is 
required to have the initials of the absentee board located in the 
circuit court clerk's office. (IC 3-11-10-27, as amended by HEA 1708, 
SECTION 153. Effective July I, 1993.) 

10. The affidavit for "presidential only" voting may be 
executed at a substation as well as the principal office of the 
clerk. The clerk or board must mail a copy of the affidavit to a 
voter who requests it not later than 5 days before election day, 
and process the affidavit if the voter returns it. (lC 3-7-4-3, as 
amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 36. Effective July I, 1993.) 

BALLOTS, SUPPLIES, AND RETENTION 
I. Generally, all election related material must be retained for 22 months after 
the election, and can then be disposed of after appropriate action by the county 
commission on public records. 

* Unused ballots can be disposed of immediately after the deadline for 
filing a recount or contest (instead of 22 months under former law), and 
may be destroyed in any manner (not just by burning or shredding). 
• Poll lists must be retained for 22 months (instead of 5 years under former 
law). 
* Cancelled registration records must be retained for 22 months following 
the first general or municipal election occurring after the records were 
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cancelled (instead of permanently retained under former law). 
• Election material from city and town elections or special elections must 
be retained for 22 months (instead of 3 months under former law). 
• Certificates and petitions of nomination must be retained for 22 months 
(instead of 6 months under former law). 

(lC 3-7-9-20. as amended by HEA 1722. SECfION 22; IC 3-8-7-24. as amended by HEA 1708. SECfION 79; 
IC 3-10-1-31, as amended by HEA 1708. SECfION 93; IC 3-11-3-31, as amended by HEA 1708, SECfION 123; 
IC 3-11-8-30, as amended by HEA 1708, SECfION 148. Effective July I, 1993.) 

2. The State Election Board or a county election board may either reprint ballots with 
errors or to use ballots despite an error or omission if: (l) after a public hearing with notice 
to each interested party, no voter objects to using the ballots; and (2) the board finds that 
using the ballots would not be likely to result in voter confusion or mistakes. If the ballots 
are reprinted, defective ballots already cast are legalized if voter intent can be determined. 
(lC 3-11-2-16, as added by HEA 1708. SECfION 118. Effective July I, 1993.) 

3. The county election board must notify county chairmen before distributing ballots 
so that county chairmen may inspect the ballots if they wish. (lC 3-6-5-14, as amended by HEA 
1708, SECfION 13. Effective July I. 1993.) 

4. If a candidate dies, but the county election board has not yet received the death 
certificate (due to a delay in the coroner's investigation, for example), the board may find 
that there is good cause to believe that the candidate has died, and order that the circuit 
court clerk (or absentee voter board and precinct inspectors if necessary) put opaque pasters 
over the candidate's name on the ballot. (IC 3-11-3-29.5 and IC 3-11-3-30, as added by HEA 1708, 
SECfIONS 121-122. Effective July I. 1993.) 

5. If a county has a computerized registration system and furnishes the inspector with 
a certified printout of the "ten day run", the county election board is not required to have 
looseleaf or book poll lists also printed and delivered to the precincts. (IC 3-11-3-17, as amended 
by HEA 1708, SECfION 119. Effective July I. 1993.) 

6. A county election board must have voting instructions for polling places printed in 
at least 14 point type. The precinct election board must have a magnifier available to 
furnish to voters upon request. (IC 3-11-3-22, as amended by HEA 1708. SECfION 120. Effective July 
I, 1993.) 

7. The voting instructions to be printed on all ballots have been revised to state 
that a vote for an independent candidate will not be counted for any other 
independent candidate on the ballot, and to state that a write-in vote will not be 

counted unless the vote is for a declared write-in candidate. The instructions to be printed 
on the ballot for straight party voting have been slightly reworded. (IC 3-11·2-9,IC 3·11-2-10, 
as amended by HEA 1708. SECfIONS 116-117; IC 3-11-11-10. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 159; IC 
3-11-13-12, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 165. IC 3-1 r -2-11, repealed by HEA 1708, SECTION 282. 
Effective July I, 1993.) 

8. A voter may use a pen or a pencil to vote a paper ballot. (lC 3-11-11-6, as amended by 
HEA 1708, SECfION 158. Effective July I. 1993.) 
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9. A write-in vote cast on a punch card secrecy envelope makes the envelope a ballot 
for election law purposes. (IC 3·11·13·28.7, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 169. Effective July I, 
1993.) 

to. An independent candidate is placed on statewide ballots after political party tickets 
that ran a candidate for Secretary of State in the last election for that office. If a political 
party did not run a candidate for that office, the party or independent ticket is placed on the 
ballot in which the petition of nomination was filed. (IC 3-10-4-2, IC 3-10·4-5, as amended by HEA 
1708, SECTIONS 96-97; IC 3·11·2-6, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTI()N 115; IC 3-11·5-10 and IC 3·11·7·4, 
as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 130-131; IC 3·11-12·18, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 162. IC 
3·11·14·7, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 171. Effective July I, 1993.) 

11. The declaration of candidacy forms are revised to include the name of the candidate 
as the candidate wishes for it to appear on the ballot; the mailing address of a candidate, 
if different from the residence address; a statement indicating whether a candidate has filed 
all annual campaign finance reports from previous campaigns; an explicit reference to the 
requirements for residency and lack of criminal convictions; the political party affiliation 
of write-in candidates, if any. (IC 3·8-2·2.5, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 57; IC 3-8·5·10.5, as 
amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 65; IC 3·8·6-5, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 72. Effective July 1. 
1993.) 

12. In Like County, in precincts where a voting machine or electronic voting system 
malfunctions, the County Election Board must provide not less than ten paper ballots if the 
precinct hasno more than 300 registered voiers, and not less than 25 paper ballots if the 
precinct has more than 300 registered voters. (IC 3·11·3-35, as amended by HEA 1043, SECTION 1. 
Effective July I, 1993) 

13. The certificate of nomination for major party candidates nominated by small town 
convention has some technical revisions. (IC 3-8·5·14, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 68. 
Effective July I, 1993) 

14. In presidential election years, at least one copy of the "presidential only" affidavit 
must be included in each inspector's supplies. (IC 3·7·4-3, as amended by SECTION 36, HEA 1708. 

Effective July!, 1993.) 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE 
I. A candidate must state on the declaration of candidacy form if the candidate 
has filed all annual campaign finance reports from any previous campaigns. (Ic 3·8·2· 
2.5, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 57. Effective July!, 1993.) 

2. The State Election Board (or a county election 
board) may, after an administrative hearing, impose a 
fine on candidates who fail to file the annual campaign' 

finance report after the board notifies the candidate of the 
delinquency. The board may impose a fine of $10 per day the 
report is late, for a maximum fine of $100. Fines are deposited 
in a newly created campaign finance enforcement account. (IC 3· 
9-4·16, IC 3-9·4-17, as added by HEA 1708, SECTIONS 89-90. Effective July 
I, 1993.) 
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3. If a candidate has been fined by the State Election Board or a county election board 
for failure to file an annual report, and has not filed the annual report when the candidate 
runs in a subsequent election, the board may fine the candidate $1,000. The state auditor 
or local fiscal officer may withhold money from the elected official's paycheck to collect 
the fine. (Ie 3-9-4-18. as added by HEA 1708. SECTION 91. Effective July 1, 1993.) 

4. A candidate for any local office or school board office (as well as a candidate's 
committee) cannot use campaign funds for personal purposes. This restriction does not apply 
to candidates for federal office since the restrictions under federal law apply. (Ie 3-9-3-1. Ie 
3-9-3-4, as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 86-87. Effective July I. 1993.) 

5. If a committee disbands, the committee has the option of returning contributions to 
contributors on a pro rata basis. (Ie 3-9-1-12. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 83. Effective July 
1. 1993.) 

6. When a committee treasurer is removed, the treasurer must file a final report with 
the circuit court clerk or State Election Board within 30 days (resolving a conflict in former 
law which provided for a final report within 20 days and 30 days in some cases). (Ie 3-9-1-19. 
as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 84. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

7. Candidates for precinct committeeman or state convention delegate are not subject 
to campaign finance statutes. (Ie 3-9-1-1. as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 81; Ie 3-9-2-1. as amended 
by HEA 1708. SECTION 85; Ie 3-9-4-1. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 88. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

8. An independent candidate must have a candidate's committee. (Ie 3-9-1-4. as amended 

by HEA 1708. SECTION 82. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

9. A person who recklessly commingles campaign funds commits a Class B 
misdemeanor, punishable by a maximum fine of $1000 and imprisonment for 6 months. (Ie 
3-14-1-14.5, as added by HEA 1708. SECTION 231. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

10. Campaign finance reports are not required to be notarized. (Ie 3-9-5-17 repealed 
by HEA 1708. SECTION 282.) 

CANDIDATES 
[ill I. All candidates for local office or school board 

office must have the "Paid for and Authorized by ... " 
disclaimer on all campaign literature. (Ie 3-9-3-1. as amended 

by HEA 1708. SECTION 86. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

2. All candidates (including school board candidates) must 
include a statement on any material soliciting contributions 
stating that the contributions are not tax deductible. (Ie 3-9-2-1. as 
amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 85. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

3. A candidate must state the following additional information on a declaration of 
candidacy form: (1) the name of the candidate as the candidate wishes for it to appear on 
the ballot; (2) the mailing address of a candidate, if different from the residence address; 
(3) whether the candidate has filed all annual campaign finance reports from previous 
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campaigns; (4) that the candidate complies with any requirements for residency and lack of 
criminal convictions; and (5), if a write-in candidate, any political party affiliation. (lC 3-8·2-
2.5. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 57; IC 3·8·2-7. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 60; IC 3·8-5·10.5. 
as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 65; IC 3·8-6-5. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 72. Effective July 
I. 1993.) 

4. A person seeking to fill an "early" candidate vacancy must file a declaration of 
candidacy with the caucus chainnan at least 72 hours before the caucus. (lC 3·13-1-10.5. as 
added by HEA 1708. SECTION 222. Effective July I. 1993.) 

5. An "early" candidate vacancy caucus must adopt rules of procedure. (IC 3·13·1-11. as 
amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 223. Effective July I. 1993.) 

6. The chainnan of an early candidate vacancy caucus must certify the appointment 
of a candidate to the Secretary of State or circuit court clerk not more than 3 days after the 
candidate is selected. (IC 3·13·1-15. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 224. Effective July I. 1993.) 

7. The state election board (or a county election board) shall resolve any question 
concerning the validity of a selection to fill an early candidate vacancy by noon October 1. 
(IC 3·13·1·16.5. as added by HEA 1708. SECTION·225. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

8. A person who waS defeated at a primary election, town convention, or state 
convention, is eligible to fill an early candidate vacancy. A person is considered a member 
of a party, for purposes of this provision, by voting in the most recent primary of that party, 
or having a certificate from the county chainnan of the party where the person resides. (IC 

3·13-1·19. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 226. Effective July I. 1993.) 

9. A minor political party must use separate petitions of nomination for statewide 
office and local office. An "independent candidate" cannot include the name of another 
independent candidate on a petition of nomination (except for a running mate, such as a 
Vice-Pre~idential or Lieutenant Governor candidate). (IC 3-8·6-4. as amended by HEA 1708. 
SECTION 71. Effective July I. 1993.) 

10. An independent or minor party candidate may withdraw a petition of nomination 
by noon August I (instead of July 15). (IC 3·8·6·13.5. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 73. 
Effective July 1. 1993.) 

11. A question concerning the validity of a petition of nomination shall be detennined 
by the State Election Board (or a county election board) no later than noon August 20. (lC 
3-8·6·14. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 74. Effective July I. 1993.) 

12. An independent candidate who is also nominated by a 
political party must choose whether to run as an independent or 
as a party nominee. (lC 3-8·7-21.IC 3-8·7·22.IC 3·8·7-23. as amended by . 
HEA 1708. SECTIONS 76-78. Effective July I. 1993.) 

13. A write-in candidate must file a declaration of intent by 
noon 74 days before the election (instead of 30 days under 
fonner law). (IC 3-8-2·4. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 59. Effective 
July 1. 1993.) 
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14. A write-in candidate for statewide office must file an economic disclosure statement 
(lC 4-2·6-8. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 237. Effective July I. 1993.) 

15. The Secretary of State must certify to the circuit court clerk any political party 
affiliation of a write-in candidate (to help implement a federal law on write-in votes). (IC 

3-8·7-30. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 80. Effective July I. 1993.) 

16. The State Election Board or a county election board must determine any question 
concerning the validity of a write-in candidate not later than noon 7 days before election 
day. (lC 3·8-2·14. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 62. Effective July 1 •. 1993.) 

17. A write-in candidate may not withdraw after noon 7 days before election day. (lC 
3-8-2-2.7. as added by HEA 1708. SECTION 58. Effective July I. 1993.) 

18. The residence time requirements for candidates in Ie 3-8-\ refer to the general 
election, not the primary election. This codifies a recent Indiana court of appeals decision. 
(IC 3-8-1-1.7, as added by. HEA 1708. SECTION 53. Effective May 12. 1993.) 

19. The ban on felons as candidates does not apply to federal offices. (lC 3-8-1-5. as 

amended by. HEA 1708. SECTION 54. Effective May 12. 1993.) 

20. A candidate in a special election held following an election contest must have been 
on the ballot (or a declared write-in candidate) in the contested election. (IC 3-10-8-9. as added 
by HEA 1708, SECTION 110. Effective retroactive December I. 1992.) 

21. A candidate for small claims court constable must be a resident of the township 
(instead of the county). (IC 3-8-1-31. as amended by. HEA 1483, SECTION I. Effective July I. 1993) 

CANVASSING AND RECOUNTS 
I. The "county canvassing board" is abolished, and its duties are transferred 
to the county election board. (HEA 1708. SECTION 284; IC 3-6-5-9. as amended by HEA 1708. 
SECTION 12; IC 3-6-5-17 as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 15; IC 3-6-8-4. IC 3-6-9-6. and IC 3-6-

9-7. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 26-28; IC 3-10-1-33. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 94; IC 
3-10-6-4. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 101; IC 3-11-14-31. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 175; 
IC 3-12-2. IC 3-12-3. IC 3-12-2.5. IC 3-12-4. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 179.181-207; IC 3-12-6. 
as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 215-217; IC 3-12-11, as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 219-221; 
IC 36-5-1.1-10.6. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 270. IC 3-12-4-2. as repealed by HEA 1708. SECTION 
282. Effective July I, 1993.) 

2. A vote for an independent candidate will be counted only for the independent 
candidate (and a running mate for Vice-President or Lieutenant Governor) and not for any 
other independent candidate on the ballot. (lC 3-1 I -2-9. IC 3-11-2-10. as amended by HEA 1708. 
SECTIONS 116-117; IC 3-11-11-10. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 159. IC 3-11-12-29. as amended by 
HEA 1708, SECTION 163. IC 3-11-13-14. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 166. IC 3-11-13-31.7. as 
amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 170; IC 3-11-14-23. as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 174. Effective July 
1,1993.) 

3. The special early absentee ballot for military voters stationed overseas and other 
overseas votes is not counted if the regular absentee ballot from the voter was received in 
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time or submitted from within the United States. (lC 3-12-2-7. as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 
180. Effective July I, 1993. 

4. A write-in vote for a candidate on the ballot, such as "George Bush" or 
"Bill Clinton" is to be counted if voter intent can be determined. A write-in vote can 
be cast by lead pencil. (lC 3-12-1-1.7, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 177. Effective July 

I, 1993.) 

5. When voting for "at large" members of a legislative body (such as a county or city 
council), if a vote is cast for a straight ticket (Party A) AND for ALL council candidates 
of Party B (not just SOME candidates of Party B under current law), then the individual 
candidate votes for Party B are counted. (IC 3-11-7-8, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 134; IC 
3-12-1-7, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 178. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

6. The canvassing of votes by the county election 
board must be performed in public in accordance with 
the Open Door Law in a room that contains adequate 

space for members of the public to witness the canvassing of 
votes. The county election board may restrict access to parts of 
the room where election material is being handled to safeguard 
the material. (lC 3-12-4-6, as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 191. 
Effective July I, 1993.) 

7. The Indiana House and Senate meet in joint convention 
to hear the canvass of votes for Governor and Lieutenant Governor, and resolve any· tie 
votes or contests involving elections to those offices. (lC 3-12-5-5, as amended by HEA 1708, 
SECTION 209. Effective July I, 1993.) 

8. The Governor is not required to present when the Secretary of State canvasses the 
votes for presidential electors, state offices, circuit court judge, and prosecuting attorney. 
(lC 3-12-5-7, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 211. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

9. A local recount commission may petition a court for a ruling on issues 
before the commission. (IC 3-12-6-21. as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 213. Effective May 
12, 1993.) 

10. An appeal from the determination of a local recount ·commiSSlOn is limited to 
questions of law arising out of the recount; and procedural defects that affected the outcome 
of the recount. (lC 3-12-6-21, as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 214. Effective May 12, 1993.) 

11. The state recount commission must complete a state legislative recount by 
December 20 after the election. (lC 3-12-11-21, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 218.) 

ELECTION ADMINISTRATION 
I. If a local election office is closed on an election ftIing deadline day, then 
the deadline falls on the next day that the office is open for business. '(IC 3-5-4-1.5, 

as added by SECTION 5, HEA 1708. Effective July I, 1993.) 
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2. County election board members must attend an annual conference conducted by the 
state election board (not only in primary election years under former law). (IC 3-6-4-15. as 
amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 10. Effective May 12. 1993.) 

3. A county election board must submit post-election reports to the state election board 
within 14 days after primary and special elections (as well as after general elections under 
former law). (IC 3-6-5-17. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 15. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

4. The circuit court clerk is no longer required to certify to that State Election Board 
the 'number of absentee ballots required by the county. (IC 3-11-4-11. repealed by HEA 1708. 
SECTION 282. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

5. The legal notice published before a general election must include the text of any 
judicial retention question or other public question on the ballot. (IC 3-10-2-2. as amended by HEA 
1708. SECTION 94. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

6. A circuit court clerk must submit election results to the 
Secretary of State by noon, the Monday after election day. The 
results may be hand delivered. (Former law provided for 
delivery of primary results by the Tuesday after election day; for 
general election results for local offices to de delivered 5 days 
after counting; for results in a governor's election on the day 
following the counting; for federal, state, and legislative results 
on the day following the return day of an election; for legislative 
results on the second Friday after the election. (IC 3-10-1-33. as 
amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 94. IC 3-12-5-1. IC 3-12-5-5. IC 3-12-5-6. 
as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 208-210. IC 3-12-5-11. as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 212. 
Effective July 1, 1993.) 

7. An ordinance to redistrict county commissioner, county council, city council, or 
town council districts must be filed with the circuit court clerk. (IC 36-2-2-4.7. IC 36-2-3-4.7. as 
added by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 257 and 259: IC 36-4-6-3. IC 36-4-6-4. IC 36-4-6-5. as amended by HEA 1708. 
SECTIONS 265-267. IC 36-5-2-4.1. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 273. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

8. A county election board may, after a public hearing, recommend that the county 
commissioners (or the Mayor of Indianapolis) dissolve a small town in the county if the 
town has not elected town officers or conducted town business of any sort for 10 years. The 
commissioners or the mayor can then dissolve the town. (IC 36-5-1-20. IC 36-5-1.1-12. as added 
by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 269 and 271. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

9. A county election board may, by unanimous vote, resolve that some or all 
election duties performed by the clerk may instead be performed by a county 
election board employee. This resolution expires two months after the incumbent 

clerk leaves office. (IC 3-6-5-14.5. as added by HEA 1708. SECTION 14. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

10. The Lake County election board and registration board are now a "combined" 
election board with five members. (IC 3-6-5-1. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION II: IC 3-6-5.2. as 
added by SECTION 16. HEA 1708: IC 3-7-2-1 and IC 3-7-2-2. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 32 and 
33. Effective July I. 1993.) 
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II. In Lake County and Marion County, the salary of the chief clerks of the board of 
registration is fixed by the county fiscal body (instead of by state law). (IC 3-7-2-20. as amended 
by HEA 1196, SECTION 2. Effective July I, 1993) 

12. The state election board may, by unanimous vote adopt rules to implement last 
minute court orders. (IC 3-6-4-12.5. as added by HEA 1708. SECTION 8; IC 4-22-2-37.1, as amended by 

HEA 1708. SECTION 239. Effective July I, 1993.) 

13. The state election board may, by unanimous vote, temporarily extend a deadline for 
a person to file a document or comply with an election law duty due to a natural disaster. 
(IC 3-6-4-12.7. as added by HEA 1708, SECTION 9. Effective July I. 1993.) 

14. The state election board may agree to have an outside entity perform the required 
deletion of certain information from the statewide voter file before the file is sold to entities 
other than political parties, statewide independent candidates, or the media. (IC 3-7-7.5-6. as 
amended by SECTION 43. HEA 1708. Effective retroactive to January I. 1993.) 

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 
I. In a small town located outside of Marion County, a town convention of a major 
political party to nominate candidates for town office may NOT be held if there is no 
contest for that party's nomination to any town office. If there is a contested nomination for 
one or more offices, the town convention may only meet to choose nominees for the 
contested offices. The provisions permitting nominations from the floor at town conventions 
are repealed. For all nominations to town office that are not contested, the nominee is 
automatically placed on the ballot by the circuit court clerk after the deadline for filing a 
declaration of candidacy. (IC 3-8-5-2. IC 3-8-5-10. IC 3-8-5-10.5. IC 3-8-5-12 as amended by HEA 1708. 

SECTIONS 63-66. IC 3-8-5-1.3. as added by HEA 1708. SECTION 69. Effective July I. 1993.) 

2. In a small town located outside of Marion County, the last date that a declaration 
of candidacy for a major party nomination may be filed is noon September I (instead of 
noon the day before the convention). (IC 3-8-5-10.5. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 65. Effective 

July I. 1993.) 

3. In a small town located outside of Marion County, the last date that a town 
convention may be held is September 14 (instead of the last Saturday in July). (IC 3-8-5-10. 

as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 64. Effective July I. 1993.) 

4. In a small town located outside of Marion County, the 
last date for the circuit court clerk to receive a certificate listing 
the nominees of a town convention is September 21 (instead of 
August 1). The circuit court clerk must file a copy of each major 
party's convention nominees with the town clerk-treasurer by 
September 30 (instead of August 8). (IC 3-8-5-12. as amended by HEA 

1708. SECTION 67. Effective July I. 1993.) 

5. If an error is discovered in the certification of town 
candidates before October 8 (instead of 60 days before the 
election under former law), the error must be corrected. (IC 3-8-7-3. as amended by HEA 1708. 
SECTION 75. Effective July I. 1993.) 
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6. In a small town with a population of less than 500 that is located ou tside 
of Marion County, the county election board will automatically conduct the small 
town election unless the town council adopts a resolution during the municipal 

election year to establish a town election board to run the town election. The town must 
adopt the resolution between January I and April I of the town election year. The resolution 
must be filed with the circuit court clerk by May I, and expires at the end of the municipal 
election year. (lC 3·10-7-2 and IC 3-10-7-7 asamended by HEA 1708, SECfIONS 102 and 104; IC 3-10-7-5.5, 
as added by HEA 1708, SECTION 103. Effective July I, (993). 

7. A town election board can eliminate polling place sheriffs in town elections, and 
have their duties perfonned by the polling place judges, in all town precincts with less than 
250 voters. (IC 3-10-7-25 and IC 3-10-7-27, as amended by HEA 1708, SECfIONS 105-106. Effective July 
1, 1993). 

8. A city or town ordinance establishing new city or town council districts 
must be filed with the circuit court clerk. (lC 36-4-2-12 and IC 36-5-2·4.1, as amended by 
HEA 1708, SECfION 261 and 273. Effective July I, 1993.) 

9, If a small town has abolished town council districts, a town annexation ordinance 
is not required to assign the new territory to a town council district. (IC 36-4-3-3, as amended 
by HEA 1708, SECTION 262, effective retroactive May 12, 1991. IC 36-4-3-4.5, as added by HEA 1708, 
SECfION 263; IC 36-4-3-5, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 264. Effective July I, 1993.) 

10. A city or town council district can include non-contiguous territory if the territory 
is not contiguous to any other part of the city or town. (lC 36-4-6-3, IC 36-4-6-4, IC 36-4-6-5, IC 
36-5-1-10.1, as amended by HEA 1708, SECfIONS 265-268. Effective July 1, 1993.) 

II. A city or town council line can split a census block if the city council or town 
council certifies that the block is uninhabited and will probably always be uninhabited. (lC 
36-4-6-3, IC 36-4-6-4. IC 36-4-6-5, IC 36-5-1·10.1, IC 36-5-2-4.1, as amended by HEA 1708, SECfIONS 265-
268, and 273. Effective July I. 1993.) 

12. If a small town has abolished town council districts in the middle of a council 
member's term, and the council member then leaves office before the end of that tenn, the 
person chosen to succeed the council member is not required to be a resident of the now 
abolished council district, only a resident of the town. (IC 3-8-1-5.7, as amended by HEA 1708, 
SECfION 55. Effective May 12, 1993.) 

13. In Lake County and Marion County, the salary of the chief clerks of the board of 
registration may not be charged to a municipality). (lC 3-5-3-1, as amended by HEA 1196, SECfION 
1, Effective July 1, 1993) 

14. The county canvassing (now election) board is no longer required to notify a person 
of their election to a city or town office. (lC 3-12-5-17, repealed by HEA 1708, SECfION 282. 
Effective July I, 1993.) 

OFFICEHOLDERS 
1. If a person dies who held a local office and was also a precinct 
committeeman, that precinct is represented by the vice-committeeman in the caucus 
to fill the office vacancy. (IC 3-13-11-5, as amended by HEA 1708, SECfrON 227.) 
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2. When an election district changes after election and before the vacancy, the 
committeemen for the former district are eligible to vote in the caucus to fill an office 
vacancy. (lC 3·13-11-5. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 227. Effective July I. 1993.) 

3. After a vacancy occurs in a local office and before the precinct committeeman 
caucus fills the vacancy in the offtce, the county commissioners, mayor, town council 
president, or township board chairman shall appoint a person to act in the office if the chief 
deputy employee declines or is ineligible to serve. (lC 3-13-11-13, IC 3-13-11-16. IC 3-13-11-17. as 
amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 228-230. Effective July I. 1993.) 

4. A city, town, or township officer must file a written 
notice of resignation with the city council, town council, or 
township board, in addition to filing with the circuit court clerk. 
(IC 5-8-3.5-1, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 246. Effective July I. 
1993.) 

5. The statutes governing impeachment are clarified in 
several cases to specify which elected officials are subject to 
impeachment. (lC 5-8-1. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 241-243. IC 
5-8-1-20, repealed by HEA 1708. SECTION 282. Effective July 1.1993.) 

6. The procedure in Ie 34-1-59 for removal by information must be used in removing 
an elected official from office. (IC 5-8-2, IC 5-8-3. IC 5-11-13-3. as amended by HEA 1708, SECTIONS 
244,245, and 247. Effective July I. 1993.) 

7. A prosecuting attorney may bring an information proceeding to remove an official 
from office, even if a vacancy would result. A court may hold records and funds of a 
removed officer until any vacancy is filled. (IC 34-1-59-4. IC 34-1-59-7. as amended by HEA 1708. 
SECTIONS 252-253. Effective July I. 1993.) 

8. If the number of town council members is increased by referendum, the newly 
created council seats are filled by appointment by the existing town council until the next 
municipal election. (IC 36-5-2-4.2. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 274. Effective retroactive July I, 
1992.) 

9. If the number of town council members is increased by referendum, the new council 
members serve until the next regular municipal election, even if the terms are less than 4 
years. (IC 36-5-2-3. as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 272. Effective retroactive to January I, 1993.) 

10. If a town is newly incorporated, the town council members and clerk-treasurer serve 
until the next municipal election cycle, even if the term is less than 4 years. (lC 36-5-2-3; 36-5-
6-3. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 273 and 277. Effective July I, 1993.) 

II. A town council member who is elected or appointed to represent a district, 
but is voted on by the entire town (comparable to the county commissioner election 
system in most counties) must continue to reside in the district for the remainder of 

the term or forfeits the office. Applies only to councilmembers elected or appointed after 
July I, 1993. (IC 36-5-2-6. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 275 and 283. Effective July I, 1993.) 
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POLITICAL PARTIES 
I. A precinct committeeman may replace a precinct vice committeeman with the 
written and signed approval of the county chairman, and after giving ten days signed and 
written notice to the county chairman. (IC 3-6-2-3. as amended by HEA 1066. SECTION I. Effective 
July. I. (993) 

2. A precinct vice committeeman appointed to replace a vice committeeman removed 
with the approval of a county chairman may not vote in a county committee reorganization 
unless the vice committeeman has served since at least the previous December 31, and is 
on the county committee list filed with the circuit court clerk. (IC 3-6-1-11.5. as amended by HEA 
!O66. SECTION 2. Effective July I. (993) 

3. Independent candidates for statewide office are entitled to conduct polls in 
residential facilities, subject to the same restrictions as political party poll takers. IC 3-5-2-26.6. 
as added by SECTION 4. HEA 1708; IC 3-6-11-5 and IC 3-6-11-7. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 30-31. 
Effective July I. 1993.) 

4. A political party is no longer required to adopt a "loyalty" plank in its platform to 
be eligible for placement on the ballot. (IC 3-5-4-5. repealed by HEA 1708. SECTION 282. Effective 
July I. 1993.) 

5. A political party may change its name in accordance with its own rules, and is not 
required to conduct a special convention. (IC 3-6-3. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 6 and 282. 
Effective July I. 1993.) 

POLLING PLACES AND PRECINCT WORKERS 
r::sl I. If a precinct does not have an accessible polling 
Ll:LJ place for disabled voters, the polling place may be 

located outside of the precinct and within the same 
township at an accessible place. (IC 3-11-8-3. as amended by HEA 1708. 
SECTION 144. Effective July I. 1993.) 

2. The county election board may, by unanimous vote, 
order the relocation of a polling place during the final two days 
before the election if the polling place would be dangerous or 
impossible to use. (IC 3-11-8-3.2. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 
145. Effective July I. 1993.) 

1993.) 

3. A county election board may adopt a resolution to have election day judges 
perform the duties of election day sheriffs in precincts with less than 250 voters. (IC 
3-6-6-5. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 17. 19. Effective July I. 1993.) 

4. If a precinct inspector does not complete and return the Polling Place 
Accessibility Survey Form required by federal law, the inspector may not be paid. 
(IC 3-6-6-23. 3-6-6-25. and 3-6·6-26. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 20-22. Effective July I. 

5. Except in ballot card counties with central tabulation. a circuit court clerk must 
provide a list of declared write-in candidates to inspectors along with instructions for 
counting write-in votes. (IC 3-8-7-30. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 80. Effective July I. 1993.) 



INDIANA ELECTION CODE 14 

6. The precinct poll clerks must use ink pens to write their initials on the back of 
paper ballots. However, precinct poll clerks are not required to write their initials on the 
backs of absentee punch card ballots. (lC 3-11-11-4 and IC 3-11-11-6, as amended by HEA 1708. 
SECTIONS 157-158; IC 3-11-13-28, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 168.) 

7. A county election board may authorize a simulated election for children to be 
conducted at. the polling place at the same time as the election. The inspector must enSure 
that the simulated election ("Kids Voting") does not interfere with election activity in the 
polling place, (lc 3-11-8-15, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 146. Effect;ve May 12, 1993.) 

8. The spouse of a first cousin of a candidate is eligible to serve on a precinct board 
or absentee board. (lC 3:6-6-7, as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 18; IC 3-11-10-36, as amended by HEA 
1708, SECTION 154. Effective July 1, 1993.) 

9. All "bona fide" political parties and independent candidates are entitled to 
challengers and pollbook holders. (lC 3-5-2-5.5, as added by SECTION 3, HEA 1708; IC 3-5-2·26.6, as 
added by SECTION 4, HEA 1708; IC 3-6-7-1, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 23; IC 3-11-8-16, as 
amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 147. Effect;ve July I, 1993.) 

10. All "bona fide" political parties and independent candidates for statewide office are 
entitled to party watchers. (lC 3-5-2-5.5, as added by SECTION 3, HEA 1708; IC 3-5-2-26.6, as added by 
SECTION 4, HEA 1708; IC 3-6-8-1, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 23; IC 3-6·8-3, as amended by HEA 
1708, SECTION 25. Effect;ve July I, 1993.) 

11. All "bona fide" political parties and independent candidates for statewide office are 
entitled to receive the list of media watchers. (IC 3-5·2-5.5, as added by HEA 1708, SECTION 3; IC 
3-5-2-26.6, as added by, HEA 1708. SECTION 4; IC 3-6-10-3, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 29. Effect;ve 
July I, 1993.) 

PRECINCTS 
1. A precinct that was established in compliance 
with the "800 voter" re'quirement and has since increased 
to contain no more than 1,000 voters, has a forty-eight 

month grace period (instead of the 24 month grace period under 
former law) before the precinct's boundaries must be redrawn to 
comply with the 800 voter requirement. (lC 3-11-1.5-3, as amended 
by SEA 434, SECTION I. Effect;ve July 1. 1993) 

2. The county commissioners (or Mayor of Indianapolis) 
may adopt an order to delegate some or all responsibility for 
redrawing precinct lines to the county election board, The order takes effect when filed with 
the state election board, (IC 3-11-1.5-36. as added by HEA 1708. SECTION 114. Effect;ve July 1, 1993.) 

3. A precinct may follow a school corporation line that does not follow a 
census block line. (lC 3·11-1.5·5, as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION III. Effective retroactive 
January I, 1993.) 

4. A proposed precinct boundary change must include a statement concerning polling 
places accessible for disabled voters within the proposed precinct. (lC 3-11-1.5·15, as amended 
by HEA 1708, SECTION 112. Effect;ve July I. 1993.) 
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5. The state law governing county precinct study committees is repealed. (lC 3-11-1.5-13. 
repealed by HEA 1708. SEcrlON 282. Effective July I. 1993.) 

REGISTRATION 
I. Indiana court decisions regarding residency are codified by stating the basic 
requirements of intent and conduct taken to implement intent to establish residence 
in a precinct. (lC 3-7-1-2.2. as added by HEA 1722. SECTION 3. Effective July I. 1993.) 

2. A person does not have residency in more than one precinct. A person cannot 
est.ablish residence in a new precinct without intending to abandon the old precinct. (IC 3-7-1-. 

2.2. IC 3-7-1-2.4. as added by HEA 1722. SEcrION 4. Effective July I. 1993.) 

~ 3. The residency statutes addressing specific types of voters (''The residence 
L.l:l...J of an unmarried person is where the person usually sleeps."), can be overridden by 

showing voter intent and conduct, with the statutes serving as presumptions that the 
voter must overcome to establish residency elsewhere. (IC 3-7-1-2.6. as added by HEA 1722. 
SECTION S; IC 3-7-1-11. repealed by HEA 1722. SEcrlON 24. Effective July I. 1993.) 

4. A person can register at a substation (as well as a principal office) of a circuit court 
clerk or board of registration through the end of the registration period. (IC 3-7-3-S. as amended 
by HEA 1722. SEcrlON 6. Effective May 12. 1993.) 

5. The noon deadline for filings does not apply to the final day of registration in the 
clerk or board's office. (IC 3-7-3-S. as amended by HEA 1722. SECTION 6. Effective May 12. 1993.) 

6. Except in some special cases, a registration form received after the end of a 
registration period is to be processed on the first day that registration reopens. (IC 3-7-3-S,.s 
amended by HEA 1722. SECTION 6. Effective May 12. 1993.) 

7. If a voter was registered by a deputy registrar, and the deputy registrar did 
not submit the registration before the end of the registration period (or if the 
registrar lost the form), the voter may request a hearing before the county.election 

board before the "ten day run" is prepared. If the voter can establish and the election l:>oard 
unanimously agrees that the voter was properly registered during the registration period, 
then the voter's name is added to the registration list and ten day run. (lC 3-7-3-S.S. as added 

by HEA 1722. SEcrlON 7. Effective July I. 1993.) 

8. The registration form must include a space for both the residence address 
and mailing address of the voter. If a registration receipt is mailed, the receipt must 
be sent to the mailing address. The State Election Board may prescribe more than 

one form for all the registration transactions to be performed on. (lC 3-7-3-9. as amended by HEA 

1722. SEcrlON 8. Effective July 1.1993.) 

9. If a registration form does not contain required information by the registrar, 'the 
circuit court clerk or board of registration must attempt to contact the registrar to obtain the 
information. The registration form must be processed, but if the registrar does not supply 
the information. the clerk or board must then certify still incomplete forms to the county 
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election board. The county election board must give notice to the registrar to supply the 
missing information within 30 days. (Ie 3-7-3-12.5. as amended by HEA 1722. SECTION 9. Effective 
July 1. 1993.) 

10. If a voter registers in the wrong county, and the clerk or board sends the 
form to the correct county, any registration form that is compatible with the correct 
county's system must be processed, even if the correct county receives the form 

after the close of the registration period and before the "ten day run" list of voters is 
. prepared for the inspectors. (Ie 3-7-3-12.7. as added by HEA 1708, SECTION 10. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

II. . The absentee registration law, accidentally repealed in 1992, was reenacted. (Ie 3-7-
5.1. as added by HEA 1151, SECTION 5. Effective retroactive to July 1. 1992) 

12. A person caring for a confined voter in a private residence can register absentee. 
(Ie 3-7-5.1-3. as amended by HEA 1722. SECTION 12. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

13. For the purposes of absentee registration, the circuit 
court clerk or board of registration member is considered the 
registrar. (Ie 3-7-5.1-4. as amended by HEA 1722. SECTION 13. Effective 
July I, 1993.) 

14. A person can make a mark on the absentee registration 
form for a disabled voter who cannot sign the form. The mark 
must be made in the presence of the voter. (Ie 3-7-5.1-6, as amended 
by HEA 1722. SECTION'14. Effective July I. 1993.) 

IS. An absentee registration form can be hand delivered (as well as mailed) by the clerk 
or board. (Ie 3-7-5.1-7. as amended by HEA 1722. SECTION 15. Effective July I, 1993.) 

16. If an absentee registration form is received from a military voter or an 
overseas voter after the end of the registration period, but before the "ten day run" 
list of voters is processed for the inspectors, the registration must be processed. (Ie 

3-7-5.1-12. as amended by HEA 1722. SECTION 17. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

r:::sl 17. The reinstatement of the registration of an honorably discharged veteran 
W...l. whose registration was purged during the veteran's absence may be made until the 

"ten day run" is processed. (Ie 3-7-9-7. as amended by HEA 1722. SECTION 19. Effective July 
1. 1993.) 

18. High school students must be at least 17 years old when registered. (Ie 3-7-3-26. as 
amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 34. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

19. Registrations from 17 year olds must include a notation so that the 17 year old is 
not included on a poll list or called for jury service before the voter is 18 years old. (Ie 3-7-
3-27, as added by HEA 1708. SECTION 35. Effective July I, 1993.) 

20. The "48 month purge" deadline is clarified to refer to the first day of the month as 
the starting date for counting back for the purge. (As a result, voters who have not voted 
since May 1988, for example, may be purged in 1993, regardless of whether there are 
exactly forty-eight months between November 8, 1992 and May 2, 1988.) (Ie 3-7-9-1. as 
amended by HEA 1722. SECTION 18. Effective May 12. 1993.) 
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21. Written (not verbal) authorization is required to cancel registration. The return of 
unrelated mail, such as jury notices, cannot be used to cancel registrations. (IC 3·7·9·12, as 
amended by HEA 1722. SECTION 20. Effective July I. 1993.) 

22. When a registration receipt mailed to a new voter is returned by the Postal 
Service, but there is no indication that the voter has moved or that the address is 
incorrect, (perhaps due to the use of post office boxes in small towns that do not 

have residential mail delivery, or for no obvious explanation at all), the board of registration 
must process these returned forms. The board of registration shall notify the county election 
board when this occurs, so that parties may be prepared to challenge a voter at a precinct 
if there is evidence that the voter is not a resident. (HEA 1708. SECTION 285; HEA 1722. SECTION 
23. Effective retroactive July I. 1992. expires January 1, 1994.) 

23. If a voter files a request for transfer after a challenge based on the voter's residence, 
the transfer must be processed and the challenge disregarded. (IC 3-7-9·14. as amended by HEA 
1722. SECTION 21. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

24. After election day, the circuit court clerk or board of registration may unseal 
precinct envelopes solely to update registration records to reflect based on changes made 
on the poll list by voters (an address change, for example). The poll lists must then be 
replaced and envelopes resealed. (lC 3-10·1·31. as amended by HEA 1708, SECTION 93. Effective July 
I. 1993.) 

25. The State Election Board is required to adopt rules prescribing the format for the 
storage and submission of computerized voter registration records to ensure that the records 
are standardized and readable. (lC 3·6·4-12, as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 7; IC 3·7-7.5-5. as 
amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 42. HEA 1708. SECTION 286. Effective July I, 1993.) 

26. The circuit court clerk or board of registration 
must submit computerized voter file information in a 
format that includes both physical address and mailing 

address if the Post Office will not deliver mail to the physical 
address. Other changes are required in the data fields and 
formatting of the file. (IC 3·7·7.5·5, as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 
41. Effective July I. 1993.) 

27. A circuit court clerk or registration board 
member shall "make every effort" to obtain additional 
information concerning voter registrations in effect on July I, 1993 if the 

information is required for the statewide voter file submission. For example, this may 
require adding physical addresses in towns without residential mail delivery. IC 3·7·7.5·12. as 
added by HEA 1708. SECTION 45. Effective July I. 1993.) 

28. Any county official responsible for maintaining computerized voter registration 
records (in addition to the clerk or registration board member under former law) who fails 
to comply with the requirement to furnish computerized voter registration records to the 
State Election Board commits a Class B infraction. (lC 3·7·7.5·10. as amended by HEA 1708. 
SECTION 44. Effective July 1. 1993.) 
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29. A circuit court clerk, registration board member, or other local official responsible 
for computerized voter records who recklessly fails to comply with the statewide voter file 
requirements commits a Class B misdemeanor, punishable by a maximum fine of $1 000 and 
imprisonment for 6 months. (lC 3-14-4-3.5. as added by HEA 1708. SECTION 234. Effective July I. 1993.) 

30. The law concerning the statewide voter file will not expire July 1, 1995. (IC 3-7-7.5-
II, repealed by HEA 1708. SECI10N 282. Effective July I, 1993.) 

~ 31. In counties with computerized registration, the clerk or board the clerk or 
LEl...J board shall submit a list of registered voters to the United States Postal Service 

during June (instead of "one time each calendar year". The clerk or board must 
request that a voter with a temporary forwarding order, an absent uniformed services voter, 
or an overseas voter not be included in the list of nonresident voters prepared by the USPS. 
If the Postal Service indicates that a voter is deceased, or has moved, the name of the voter 
may be removed by using the vote purge procedure (instead of the challenge affidavit under 
former law). (lC 3-7-8-20. IC 3-7-9-1. IC 3-7-9-2. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTIONS 46-48. Effective July 

1.1993.) 

32. "Bona fide" political parties and independent candidates for statewide office (or in 
some cases, with any candidate on the general election ballot) are entitled to the same 
registration information as major political parties. (IC 3-5-2-5.5. IC 3-5-2-26.6. as added by 
SECTIONS 3-4. HEA 1708; IC 3-7-7-2. IC 3-7-7-3. IC 3-7-7-4;. and IC 3-7-7-10. as amended by HEA 1708. 
SECTIONS 37-40; IC 3-7-9-2. IC 3-7-9-8. IC 3-7-9-10. IC 3-7-9-1 I. and IC 3-7-9-21. as amended by SECTIONS 
48-52. HEA 1708. Effective July I. 1993; IC 3-7-7.5-6. as amended by SECTION 43. HEA 1708. Effective 
retroactive to January 1, 1993.) 

33. If a special election is held during a registration period, new registrations must be 
separated from registrations of voters who have met the 30 day residency requirement. (IC 
3-10-8-9. as added by HEA 1708, SECTION 110. Effective retroactive December I. 1992). 

SPECIAL ELECTIONS, SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS, 
AND REFERENDA 

I. If a special election is held in a precinct, alcoholic beverages may not be sold in the 
precinct on special election day. (IC 3-10-8-9. as added by HEA 1708. SECTION 110. Effective retroactive 

December I. 1992.) 

~ 2. In a special election on a public question, or following a contested school 
LEl...J board election, the county election board may, by unanimous vote, combine polling 

places and have precinct boards consisting of only one inspector, one judge, one 
sheriff, and one poll clerk. (lC 3-10-8-6. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 108. Effective retroactive 
December I, 1992.) 

3. A special sewer, water, or sanitary district election may be conducted in accordance 
with election law generally (not just town election law). (lC 3-12-2-5. as amended by HEA 1708. 
SECTION 248. Effective July I. 1993.) 

4. In school board elections conducted in more than one county, the circuit court clerk 
of the county with the greatest population shall certify the names of candidates to be placed 
on the school board ballots in the other counties within the school district. Each county 
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election board must print the appropriate school board ballots for use in the county. (IC 20·4· 
1·26.4. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 249. Effective July I. 1993.) 

5. If a referendum on changing the school board organization will be conducted in 
more than one county, the county election board of the county having the greatest 
population in the school district sets the date of any special election. (IC 20·4-10.1·10. as 
amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 250. Effect;ve July I. 1993.) 

6. A referendum regarding the extension of municipal park services may be held at the 
same time as a regularly scheduled election. (IC 36-10-3-35. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 
280. Effect;ve retroactive July I. 1992.) 

VOTING SYSTEMS 
I. If a ballot card voting system or electronic voting system no longer meets slate 
standards, and the state election board has rescinded the system's approval, the State 
Election Board may, by unanimous vote, prohibit the system from being leased, marketed, 
or sold in Indiana for use in elections. (IC 3-11-7-17. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 139; IC 3-
11-7.5-26. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 142. Effect;ve July 1. 1993.) 

2. The State Election Board may, by unanimous vote, order 
ballot card or electronic voting systems approved before the 
current state standards were established in 1992 to be tested by 
an independent testing authority at the expense of the vendor, 
and if not in compliance with standards, no longer be marketed 
or sold in Indiana. (IC 3-11-7-17. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 
139; IC 3-11-7.5-26. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 142. Effective July 
1. 1993.) 

3. If the State Election Board recommends discontinuing 
use of a ballot card or electronic voting system, or the independent testing authority 
determines that a voting system does not meet current standards, the system can still be 
used in a county until or unless a circuit court clerk or the county election board files a 
request for the state election board to investigate the system, and the state election board 
finds, by unanimous vote and based on evidence of the system's use by the county, that the 
system has "a clear pattern" of errors AND its continued use would undermine public 
confidence. (IC 3-11-7-17. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 139; 1C 3-11-7.5-26. as amended by HEA 
1708. SECTION 142. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

4. The state election board approval of a ballot card or electronic voting 
system is valid for 5 years. At that time, the license for the system may be renewed 
after a public hearing. The circuit court clerks of all counties using the system must 

receive notice of the hearing, and will have the opportunity to make comments regarding 
the system's renewal application. The State Election Board may, by unanimous vote, order 
testing of the system. The State Election Board may renew the application after finding that 
the system complies with standards, has worked effectively, and has been adequately 
supported. (IC 3-11-7-19. as added by HEA 1708. SECTION 140; IC 3-11-7.5-28. as added by HEA 1708. 
SECTION 143. Effective July 1. 1993.) 
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S. Ballot card and electronic voting systems approved by the State Election Board 
before April 23, 1992 will have their approvals expire by July I, 1996. The vendors may 
then apply to have the systems reapproved. (HEA 1708. SECTION 288. Effective July 1. 1993.) 

6. A county election board may conduct a demonstration of a lever voting 
machine, a ballot card voting system, or an electronic voting system at any time 
(instead of just shortly before election day.) (IC 3·11·12·16. as amended by HEA 1708. 

SECfION 161; IC 3-11·13-26.5. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 167; IC 3-11-14-8. as amended by HEA 
1708. SECTION 172. Effective July I, 1993.) 

7. Lever voting machines must be locked for 60 days (instead of 120 days) after the 
election. The machines can be unlocked before 60 days if requested by the Indiana voting 
system advisory committee. (IC 3·11-12-35. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 164. Effective July I. 
1993). 

8. Ballot card voting systems and electronic voting systems must count ballots in 
accordance with the rules for counting split tickets and write-in votes under lC 3-12-1. (IC 
3-11-7. as amended by HEA 1708. SECfIONS 132-137; IC 3-11-7-11.5. as added by HEA 1708. SECTION 138: 
IC 3-11-7.5-10. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 141. Effective July I. 1993.) 

9. A write-in vote cast on a punch card secrecy envelope makes the envelope a ballot 
for election law purposes. (IC 3-11-13-28.7. as amended by HEA 1708. SECTION 169. Effective July 1. 
1993.) 

10. The State Election Board is no longer required to file a report of voting 
examinations with the Secretary of State. (IC 3-11-5-3. as added by HEA 1708. SECTION 129. Effective 
July 1. 1993). 

WHAT DID NOT PASS IN 1993: 
1. Indiana version of "motor voter", mail-in or 

agency registration. 
2. Indiana version of "same day" registration. 
3. Prohibiting the mailing of absentee ballots 

within the county. 
4. Changing the date of the municipal primary or 

general election. 
S. Permitting felons to serve in elected offices at 

some time after their incarceration. 

I~ 

/>.---:' 
?' " 
[ J 

6. Numerous campaign finance proposals, including restrictions on various 
types of corporate or political action committee contributions. 
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CONSTITUTION OF 
STATE 

OF INDIANA 

1851 

ARTICLE. 
2. SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS. 

ARTICLE 2 

SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS 

SECTION. 
1. Elections free and equal. 
2. Qualifications of electors. 
3. Soldiers - Seamen - Marines. 
4. Residence. 
5. [Repealed.1 
6. Bribery a disqualification for office. 
7. [Repealed. I 
8. Disfranchisement. 
9. Effect of holding lucrative offices. 

10. Defaulters not eligible. 
11. Pro tempore appointments. 
12. Electors free from arrest. 
13. Method of election. 
14. Time of elections - Judges - Registration. 

§ 1. Elections free and equal. - All 
elections shall be free and equal. 

§ 2. Qualifications of electors. 
Every citizen of the United States, of the 
age of eighteen (18) years or more, who has 
been a resident of a precinct thirty (30) 
days immediately preceding such election, 
shall be entitled to vote in that precinct. 
[As amended Acts 1881, ch. 17, p. 30, 
adopted March 14, 1881, proclaimed in 
effect March 24, 1881; 1921, ch. 281, p. 
880, adopted Sept. 6, 1921, proclaimed in 
effect, Sept. 13, 1921; as amended 1976, ch. 
159, adopted Novemher 2, 1976; as 
amended P.L.383-1983, adopted November 
7, 1984.] 

§ 3. Soldiers - Seamen - Marines. 
- No member of the armed forces of the 
United States, or of their allies, shall be 
deemed to have acquired a residence in the 
State, in consequence of having been sta­
tioned within the same; nor shall any such 
person have the right to vote. [As amended 
P.L.383-1983, adopted November 7, 1984.] 

§ 4. Residence. - No person shall be 
deemed to have lost his residence in the 
State by reason of his absence, either on 
business of this State or of the United 
States. 

§ 5. [Repealed.] 

§ 6. Bribery a disqualification for 
office. - Every person shall be disquali­
fied from holding office, during the term 
for which he may have been elected, who 
shall have given or offered a bribe, threat, 
or reward, to procure his election. 

§ 7. [Repealed.] 

§ 8. Disfranchisement. - The . Gen~ 
eral Assembly shall have power to deprive 
of the right of suffrage, and to render 
ineligible, any person convicted of an infa­
mous crime. 
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§ 9. Effect of holdin~ lucrative of­
fices. - No person holdmg a lucrative 
office or appointment under the United 
States or under this State is eligible to 'a 
seat in the General Assembly; and no 
person may hold more than one lucrative 
office at the same time, except as expressly 
permitted in this Constitution. Offices in 
the militia to which there is attached no 
annual salary shall not be deemed lucra­
tive. [As amended P.L.383-1983, adopted 
November 7, 1984.] 

§ 10. Defaulters not eligible. - No 
person who may hereafter be a collector or 
holder of public moneys, shall be eligible 
to any office of trust or profit, until he 
shall have accounted for, and paid over, 
according to law, all sums for which he 
may be liable. 

§ 11. Pro tempore appointments.­
In all cases in which it is provided, that an 
office shall not be filled by the same person 
more than a certain number of years 
continuously, an appointment pro tempore 
shall not be reckoned a part of that term. 

§ 12. Electors free from arrest. - In 
all cases, except treason, felony, and 
breach of the peace, electors shall be free 
from arrest, in going to elections, during 
their attendance there, and in returning 
from the same. 
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§ 13. Method of election. - All elec­
tions by the People shall be by ballot; and 
all elections by the General Assembly, or 
by either branch thereof, shall be viva 
voce. 

§ 14. Time of elections - Judges­
Registration. - All general elections 
shall be held on the first Tuesday after the 
first Monday in November, but township 
elections may be held at such time as may 
be. provided by law: Provided, that the 
General Assembly may provide by law for 
the election of all Judges of courts of 
general and appellate jurisdiction, by an 
election to be held for such officers only, at 
which time no other officer shall be voted 
for; and shall also provide for the registra­
tion of all persons entitled to vote. [As 
amended Acts 1881, ch. 17, p. 30, adopted 
March 14, 1881.] 

ARTICLE. 

TITLE 3 

ELECTIONS 

, 1, 2. [REPEALED.] 
4. [REPEALED.] 
5. GENERAL PROVISIONS, cbs. 1-4. 
6. PARTY AND ELECTION OFFICERS, chs. 1-11. 
7. VOTER REGISTRATION, cbs. 1-9. 
8. CANDIDATES, cbs. 1-7. 
9. POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS, cbs. 1-7. 

10, PROVISIONS GOVERNING CERTAIN TYPES 
m- ELECTIONS, cbs. 1-9. 

11. VOTING METHODS, SUPPLIES, AND 
EQUIPMENT, cbs. 1-14. 

11.5. COUNTING ABSENTEE BALLOTS AT A 
CENTRAL LOCATION, cbs. 1-7. 

12. ASCERTAINING RESULTS OF ELECTIONS, 
chs. 1-12. 

13. VACANCIES, cbs. 1-11. 
14. OFFENSES, cbs. 1-6. 

ARTICLE 1 

ELECTION CODE OF 1945 

3-1~1-1 - 3-1-33-2. [Repealed.] 

ARTICLE 2 

ELECTIONS 

3-2-1-1 - 3-2-11-8. [Repealed.] 

ARTICLE 4 

POLITICAL CONTRiBUTIONS AND 
EXPENSES 

3-4-1-1 - 3-4-8-3. [Repealed.] 

CHAPTER. 

ARTICLE 5 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1. ApPLICABILITY; TYPES OF ELECTIONS, 3·5-1-1, 
3-5-1-2. 

2. DEFINITIONS, 3-5-2-1 - 3-5-2-54. 
3. EXPENSES RELATING TO ELECTIONS, 3-5-3-1 -

3-5-3-11. 
4. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS, 3-5-4-1 - 3-5-4-6. 

CHAPTER 1 

APPLICABILITY; TYPES OF ELECTIONS 

SECTION. 

3-5-1-1. Nomination and selection of public officials 
by ballot - Public questions sub­
mitted to electorate. 

3-5-1-2. General elections - Municipal elections­
Primary elections - School dis­
trict elections - Special elections. 

3-5-1-1. Nomination and selection of 
public officials by ballot - Public 
questions submitted to electorate. -
This title applies to each election at which 
the electorate of the state or a political 
subdivision: 

(1) Nominates or chooses by ballot 
public officials; or 
(2) Decides a public question lawfully 
submitted to the electorate. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-1-2. General elections - Munici­
pal elections - Primary elections -
School district elections - Special 
elections. - The types of elections to 
which this title applies are classified as 
follows: 

(1) General election, which is con­
ducted statewide on the first Tuesday 
after the first Monday in November of 
each even-numbered year. 
(2) Municipal election, in which the 
electorate of a municipality chooses by 
ballot public officials for the munici-

r.ality or decides a public question 
awfully submitted to the electorate of 

the municipality. 
(3) Primary election, which is con­
ducted for the purpose of choosing by 
ballot the following: 

(A) The candidates who will be the 
nominees of a political party for 
elected offices in a general or munic­
ipal election. 
(B) The precinct committeemen of a 
political party. 
(C) The delegates to a political 
party's state convention. 

(4) School district election, in which 
the electorate of a school district 
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chooses by ballot members of the 
school board. 
(5) Special election, which is con­
ducted for a special purpose as pro­
vided by law. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.) 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 2 

DEFINITIONS 

3-5-2·1. Applicability. 
3-5-2-1.5. "Absent uniformed services voter", 
3-5-2-2. "Automatic tabulating machine." 
3-5-2·3. "Ballot." 
3-5-2-4. "Ballot card," 
3·5-2·5. "Ballot labe\." 
3-5-2-5.5. "Bona fide political party", 
3·5-2·6. "Candidate." 
3-5-2-7. "Candidate's committee." 
3-5-2-8. "Central committee." 
3-5-2-9. "Chairman." 
3-5-2-10. "Chute." 
3·5-2-11. "City." 
3-5-2-12. "Consolidated city." 
3-5-2-13. "Contestee." 
3-5-2-14. "Contestor." 
3-5-2-15. "Contribution." 
3-5-2-16. "Convention." 
3·5·2-16.5. "Elderly." 
3-5-2-17. "Elected office." 
3-5·2-18. "Election day." 
3-5-2-19. "Election district," 
3-5-2-20. "Electorate." 
3-5-2-21. "Electronic voting system." 
3-5-2-22. "Executive." 
3-5-2-23. "Expenditure." 
3-5-2-24. "Federal office." 
3-S-2-24.S. "Filing." 
3-5-2·25. "Fiscal body." 
3-5-2-26. "Fiscal officer." 
3-5-2·26.5. (Repealed.] 
3-5-2·26.6. "Independent". 
3-5-2·27. "Legislative body." 
3-5-2-28. "Legislative office." 
3-5-2-29. "Local office." 
3-5-2-30. "Major political party." 
3-5-2-31. "Marking device." 
3-5-2-32. "Municipality." 
3-5-2-33. "Nominee." 
3-5-2-34. "Organization." 
3-5-2-34.5. "Overseas voter". 
3-5-2-35. "Paster." 
3·5-2-36. "Person." 
3·5-2-37. "Political action committee." 
3-5-2-38. "Political subdivision." 
3·5-2-39. "Polls." 
3-5-2-40. "Precinct." 
3-5-2-40.1. "Precinct election officer." 
3-5-2-41. "Public question." 
3-S-2-42. "Regular party committee." 
3·5-2-43. (Repealed.] 
3-5·2-44. "School board." 
3-S-2-45. "School board office." 
3-5-2-46. "School corporation." 
3-5·2-47. "School district." 
3-5-2-48. "State office." 
3-S-2-49. ''Town.'' 
3-S-2-50. "Voter." 
3-S-2-50.2. "Voter with disabilities." 
3-5-2-50.6. "Voting machine." 

SECTION. 
3-5-2-51. "Voting mark." 
3-5-2-52. "Voting method." 
3-5-2-53. "Voting system." 
3-5-2-54. "Write-in candidate." 

3-5-2-1. Applicability. - The defini­
tions in this chapter aprly throughout this 
title. [P.L.5-1986, § 1. 

3-5-2-1.5. "Absent uniformed ser­
vices voter". - "Absent uniformed ser­
vices voter" has the meaning set forth in 
42 U.S.C. 1973ff-6(1), as in effect January 
1, 1993. [P.L.14-1993, § 1.) 

3-5-2-2. "Automatic tabulating ma­
chine". - "Automatic tabulating ma-
chine" means: ' 

(1) Apparatus necessary to automati­
cally examine and count votes as 
designated on ballots; and 
(2) Data processing machines that can 
be used for counting ballots and tabu­
lating results. [P.L.5-1986, § 1; 
P.L.6-1986, § 1.) 

3-5-2-3. "Ballot". - "Ballot" means: 
(1) The paper ballot prepared, 
printed, and supplied for use at an 
election; 
(2) The ballot label prepared, printed, 
and supplied for use on the front of a 
voting machine or electronic voting 
system; or 
(3) The ballot card prepared, printed, 
and supplied for use in a ballot card 
voting system. [P.L.5-1986, § 1; 
P.L.3-1987, § 2.] 

3-5-2-4. "Ballot card". "Ballot 
card" means a card on which votes are 
recorded by the process of punching or 
marking. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-5. "Ballot label". - "Ballot la-
bel" means: 

(1) The printed strip or sheet of card­
board or paper, supplied for use on a 
voting machine or electronic voting 
system, that contains the names of the 
candidates and the public questions on 
the ballot; or 
(2) The booklet, pamphlet, or other 
material, supplied for use with a bal­
lot card voting system, that contains 
those names and questions. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 1; P.L.3-1987, § 3.) 

3-5-2-5.5. "Bona fide yolitical 
party". - "Bona fide politica party" 
means: 

(1) A m!\ior political party; or 
(2) A political party that has: 
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(A) nominated at least one (1) can­
didate for political office during the 
preceding five (5) years; 
(B) held a convention; or 
(C) raised money and filed the fi­
nancial reports required by law. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 3.J 

3-5-2-6. "Candidate". - "Candidate" 
means a person who: 

(1) Has taken the action necessary to 
qualify under Indiana law for listing 
on the ballot at an election or to 
become a write-in candidate; 
(2) Has publicly announced or de­
clared candidacy for an elected office; 
(3) Has solicited or accepted contribu­
tions, or consented that another solicit 
or accept contributions or make ex­
penditures, with a view to bringing 
about the person's nomination for or 
election to an elected office; or 
(4) Otherwise seeks nomination for or 
election to an elected office, regardless 
of whether the individual wins elec­
tion to the office: [P.L.5-1986, § 1; 
P.L.4-1991, § l.J 

3-5-2-7. "Candidate's committee"_­
~~Candidate's committee" means the princi­
pal political committee that each candi­
date is required to have under IC 3-9-1. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 1; P.L.8-1992, § 2.J 

3-5-2-8. "Central committee". 
~~Central committee" means a state com­
mittee, congressional district committee, 
county committee, city committee, or town 
committee of a political party. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ l.J 

3-5-2-9. uChairman". - ((Chairman" 
refers to the chairman of a central commit­
tee as follows: 

(1) State chairman, chairman of a 
state committee. 
(2) District chairman, chairman of a 
congressional district committee. 
(3) County chairman, chairman of a 
county committee. 
(4) City chairman, chairman of a city 
committee. 
(5) Town chairman, chairman of a 
town committee. [P.L.5-1986, § l.J 

3-5-2-10. UChute". - UChute" means 
the area or pathway that extends fifty (50) 
feet in length, measured from the door or 
entrance to the polls. Whenever there are 
two (2) or more doors or entrances to the 
polls, the chute shall be measured from the 
door or entrance that the inspector of the 
precinct designates for voters to enter for 
the purpose of voting. [P.L.5-1986, § l.J 

3-5-2-11. "City". - "City" means a 
first-class city, second-class city, or third­
class city as classified under IC 36-4-1-1. 
The term does not include towns. 
[P.L.5-1986, § l.J 

3-5-2-12. "Consolidated city". 
"Consolidated city" refers to a first-class 
city that has become a consolidated city 
under IC 36-3-1. [P.L.5-1986, § l.J 

3-5-2-13. "Contestee"; - "Contestee" 
means a candidate whose nomination or 
election is being contested by a contestor. 
[P.L.5-1986, § l.J 

3-5-2-14. "Contestor". - "Contestor" 
means a person who initiates a proceeding 
to contest the result of an election. 
[P.L.5-1986, § l.J 

3-5-2-15. "Contribution". - (a) "Con­
tribution" means a donation (whether 
characterized as an advance, a deposit, a 
gift, a loan, a subscription, or a contract or 
promise to make a donation) of property 
(as defined in IC 35-41-1) that: 

(1) Is made for the purpose of influ­
encing: 

(A) The nomination or election to 
office of a candiate; 
(B) The election of delegates to a 
state constitutional convention; or 
(C) The outcome of a public ques­
tion; and 

(2) Is accepted by: 
(A) A candidate; 
(B) A candidate's committee; 
(C) A regular party committee; or 
(D) A political action committee. 

(b) Whenever funds are transferred 
from one committee to another, the accept­
ing committee is considered to be receiving 
a contribution in the amount of the funds 
transferred. 

(c) Whenever a candidate or a commit­
tee accepts the personal services of a 
person whose compensation is being paid 
by a third person, the candidate or com­
mittee is considered to be receiving a 
contribution, from the third person, in the 
amount of the compensation paid. 

(d) Notwithstanding subsection (a), 
whenever a candidate or a committee 
accepts the personal services of a volunteer 
who is not being compensated, the candi­
date or committee is not considered to be 
receiving a contribution. 

(e) Notwithstanding subsection (a), 
whenever a political action committee ac­
cepts a donation of: 

(1) Rent; 
(2) Office expenses; 
(3) Management fees; 
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(4) Costs of solicitations of contribu­
tions; or 
(5) Other administrative costs; 

the committee is not considered to be 
receiving a contribution. [P.L.5-1986, § 1; 
P.L.3-1987, § 4; P.L.5-1989, § 2.] 

3 .. 5-2-16. "Convention". - ~~Conven­
tion" means an organized body of delegates 
assembled for the purpose of selecting 
their political party's nominees for elected 
offices. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-16.5. "Elderly". "Elderly" 
means a voter who is at least sixty-five 
(65) years of age. [P.LA-1991, § 2.] 

3-5-2-17. "Elected office". - "Elected 
office" means a federal office, state office, 
legislative office, school board office, or 
local office. Political party offices (such as 
precinct committeeman and state conven­
tion delegate) are not considered to be 
elected offices. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-18. "Election day". - "Election 
day" refers to the calendar day on which 
an election is held. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-19. "Election district". 
"Election district" means the area com­
prised by precincts where voters reside 
whose votes a candidate or committee 
proposes to influence. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-20. "Electorate". - "Elector­
ate" means all the voters eligible to vote in 
an election in the state or a political 
subdivision. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-21. "Electronic voting sys­
tern". - nElectronic voting system" means 
a system in which: 

(1) Voters record their votes by acti­
vating touch-sensitive marking de­
vices; and 
(2) Votes are counted by automatic 
tabulating machines. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 1; P.L.6-1986, § 2; 
P.L.3-1987, § 5.] 

3-5-2-22. HExecutive". - ~IExecutive" 
means: 

(1) Board of county commissioners, for 
a county not having a consolidated 
city; 
(2) Mayor of the consolidated city, for 
a county having a consolidated city; 
(3) Mayor, for a city; 
(4) President of the town council, for a 
town; or 
(5) Trustee, for a township. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 1; P.L.8-1989, § 1.] 

3-5-2-23. "Expenditure". - (a) "Ex­
penditure" means a disbursement 
(whether characterized as an advance, a 
deposit, a distribution, a gift, a loan, a 
payment, a purchase, or a contract or 
promise to make a disbursement) of prop­
erty (as defined in IC 35-41-1) that: 

(1) Is made for the purpose of influ­
encing: 

(A) The nomination or election to 
office of a candidate; 
(8) The election of delegates to a 
state constitutional convention; or 
(C) The outcome of a public ques­
tion; and 

(2) Is made by: 
(A) An individual, except that a 
contribution made by an individual 
is not considered to be an expendi­
ture; 
(B) A candidate's committee; 
(C) A regular party committee; or 
(D) A political action committee. 

(b) Whenever funds are transferred 
from one committee to another, the dis­
bursing committee is considered to be 
making an expenditure in the amount of 
the funds transferred. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-24. "Federal office". - "Fed­
eral office" refers to President of the 
United States, Vice President of the 
United States, and Senator and Represen­
tative in the Congress of the United 
States. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-24.5. "Filing". 
means: 

(1) The presentation of a document to 
an individual required to receive the 
document under this title; 
(2) The receipt of the document by the 
individual; and 
(3) The recording of the date and time 
the document was received by the 
individual. [P.L.I0-1988, § 1.] 

3-5-2-25. "Fiscal body". - "Fiscal 
body" means: 

(1) County council, for a county not 
having a consolidated city; 
(2) City-county council, for a consoli­
dated city or county having a consoli­
dated city; 
(3) Common council, for a second or 
third class city; 
(4) Town council, for a town; 
(5) Township board, for a township; or 
(6) Governing body or budget ap­
proval body, for any other political 
subdivision. [P.L.5-1986, § 1; 
P.L.8-1987, § 1; P.L.8-1989, § 2.] 
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3-5-2-26. "Fiscal officer". - "Fiscal 
officer" means the city controller of a 
second-class city or the clerk-treasurer of a 
town or third-class city. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-26.5. [Repealed.] 

. 3·5·2-26.6. "Independent". - "Inde­
pendent" means a candidate, or a ticket of 
candidates for President and Vice Presi­
dent of the United States or for governor 
and lieutenant governor, who states that 
the candidate or ticket is not affiliated 
with any political party. [P.L.3-1993, § 4.] 

3-5-2-27. "Legislative body". 
"Legislative body" means the body having 
the power to adopt county, city, or town 
ordinances under IC 36-1-3-6. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 1.] 

3-5-2-28. "Legislative office". 
ULegislative office" refers to senator and 
representative in the general assembly. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-29. "Local office". - "Local of­
fice" means a circuit office, county office, 
city office, town office, township office, or 
other civil office for which the electorate of 
a political subdivision votes. The term 
includes all elected offices other than fed­
eral, state, legislative, and school board 
offices. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-30. "Major political party". -
"Major political party" refers to: 

(1) With respect to the state, either of 
the two (2) parties whose nominees 
received the highest and second high­
est numbers of votes statewide for 
secretary of state in the last election; 
or 
(2) With respect to a political subdivi­
sion, either of the two (2) parties 
whose nominees received the highest 
and second highest numbers of votes 
in that political subdivision for secre­
tary of state in the last election. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-31. "Marking device". 
!!Marking device" means: 

(1) An apparatus in which paper bal­
lots or ballot cards are inserted and 
used in connection with a punch appa­
ratus for the piercing of ballots by the 
voter; 
(2) A pencil for marking a paper bal­
lot or ballot card; or 
(3) An approved touch-senstive device 
that automatically registers a vote on 
an electronic voting system. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 1; P.L.6-1986, § 3; 
P.L.3-1987, § 6.1 

3-5-2-32. "Municipality". - "Munici­
pality" means a city or town. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 1.1 

3-5-2-33. UN ominee". - HN ominee" 
means a candidate: 

(1) Nominated by a political party at 
a primary election or convention un­
der this title as the party's candidate 
for an elected office in a general, 
municipal, or special election; or 
(2) Nominated by petition for an 
elected office. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 1.1 

3-5-2-34. "Organization". - "Organi­
zation" means a person that is not an 
individual. The term includes a business 
firm or corporation, a limited liability 
company, a labor organization, a religious 
organization, a political club, a trustee, a 
receiver, or any other type of association or 
group of individuals. [P.L.5-1986, § 1; 
P.L.8-1993, § 4.] 

3-5-2-34.5. "Overseas voter". 
"Overseas voter" has the meaning set forth 
in 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-6(5), as in effect Janu­
ary 1, 1993. [P.L.14-1993, § 2.] 

3-5-2-35. ttpaster". - I~Paster" means 
a sticker that is used to correct the name of 
a candidate on ballots whenever: 

(1) A new candidate is appointed or 
selected under IC 3-13-1 or IC 3-13-2; 
or 
(2) A change must be made to correct 
any error; 

after the ballots are printed and before the 
election. [P.L.5-1986, § 1; P.L.3-1987, § 7.] 

3-5-2-36. uperson". nperson" 
means an individual or an organization. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5·2·37. "Political action commit­
tee". - npolitical action committee" 
means an organization located within or 
outside Indiana that: 

(1) Is not partisan; 
(2) Proposes to influence the election 
of a candidate for state, legislative, 
local, or school board office or the 
outcome of a public question; and 
(3) Accepts contributions or makes 
expenditures during a calendar year 
to influence the election of a candidate 
for state, legislative, local, or school 
board office or the outcome of a public 
question that will appear on the ballot 
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in Indiana that in the aggregate ex­
ceed one hundred dollars ($100). 
[P.L.5-1986, § 1; P.L.3-1987, § 8; 
P.L.7-1990, * 1.] 

3-5-2-38. "Political subdivision". -
ttPolitical subdivision" means a county, 
city, town, township, school corporation, 
public library, local housing authority, fire 
protection district, public transportation 
corporation, local building authority, local 
hospital authority or corporation, local 
airport authority, special service district, 
special taxing district, or other type of 
local governmental corporate entity. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-39. "PolIs"_ - "Polls" means the 
room in a structure where the voters of a 
!>recinct vote. by casting ballots. 
IP.L.5-1986, § 1, P.L.3-1987, § 9.] 

3-5-2-40. ~~Precinct". "Precinct" 
means a subdivision of a county or town­
ship established for election purposes. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-40.1. "Precinct election offi­
cer". - ttprecinct election officer" means a 
person appointed to serve in a precinct as 
one (1) of the following: 

(1) Inspector. 
(2) Judge. 
(3) Poll clerk. 
(4) Assistant poll clerk. 
(5) Election sheriff. 

[P.L.3-1987, § 10.] 

3-5-2-41. "Public question". - "Pub­
lic question" means a constitutional 
amendment, proposition, or other issue 
submitted to the electorate at an election. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-42. "Regular party commit-
tee". uRegular party committee" 
means: 

(1) A central committee; or 
(2) Any other partisan organization 
that: 

(A) Proposes to influence the elec­
tion of a candidate for state, legisla­
tive, or local office or the outcome of 
a public question; and 
(B) Has either: 

(i) Had an annual budget of three 
thousand dollars ($3,000) or more 
in at least one (1) of the last two 
(2) years; or 
(ii) Made a contribution of more 
than two hundred dollars ($200) 
in at least one (1) of the last two 

(2) years to another committee or 
to a candidate. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-43. [Repealed.] 

3-5-2-44. "School board". - "School 
board" means the fiscal body of a school 
corporation. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-45. "School board office". -
"School board office" refers to an elected 
position on the school board of a school 
corporation. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-46. "School corporation". -
"School corporation" refers to a public 
school corporation established under IC 
20. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-47. "School district". - "School 
district" means the taxing district of a 
school corporation. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-48. "State office". - "State of­
fice" refers to governor, lieutenant gover­
nor, secretary of state, auditor of state, 
treasurer of state, superintendent of public 
instruction, attorney general, justice of the 
supreme court, judge of the court of ap­
peals, judge of the tax court, and clerk of 
the supreme court. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-49. HTown". - ((Town" refers to 
an incorporated town of any size. The term 
does not include cities. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-50. UVoter". - IIVoter" means a 
person who is qualified and registered to 
vote in an election. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-2-50.2. "Voter with disabilities". 
- "Voter with disabilities" means a voter 
who has a permanent or temporary physi­
cal disability, as set forth in 42 U.S.C. 
1973ee-6(4). [P.L.4-1991, § 3.] 

3-5-2-50.6. "Voting machine". 
UVoting machine" means a mechanical 
lever voting device. [P.L.4-1991, § 4.] 

3-5-2-51. "Voting mark". - "Voting 
mark" means a cross mark or check mark 
(X or j). [P.L.6-1986, § 4.] 

3-5-2-52. "Voting method". - "Vot-
ing method" means the use of: 

(I) Paper ballots; 
(2) Voting machines; 
(3) Ballot card voting systems; 
(4) Electronic voting systems; or 
(5) Any combination of these; 

to register votes in a precinct. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 11.] 
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3-5-2-53. "Voting system". - "Voting 
system" means a combination of mechani­
cal, electromechanical, or electronic equip­
ment that is used to cast and count votes. 
The term includes the software and 
firmware required to program and to con­
trol the equipment. Equipment that is not 
an integral part of a voting system but 
that can be used as an adjunct to the 
system is considered to be a component of 
the system. [P.L.4-1991, § 5.] 

3-5-2-54. "Write-in candidate". 
"Write-in candidate" means a candidate: 

(1) Who has filed a declaration of 
intent to be a write-in candidate; and 
(2) Whose declaration of intent to be a 
write-in candidate has been accepted 
by the appropriate authority under IC 
3-8-2-5 and IC 3-8-2-6. [P.L.4-1991, 
§ 6.] 

CHAPTER 3 
EXPENSES RELATING TO ELECTIONS 

SECTION. 

3-5-3-1. Payment of expenses from county treasury 
- Appropriations required - Ex­
ception - Charges to municipal­
ity. 

3-5-3-2. County election and registration fund -
Creation - Purposes - Levy of 
tax - Deposit of tax revenues. 

3-5-3-3. County election and registration fund -
Budget and payment of election 
expenses - Deposit of sums re­
ceived from municipalities. 

3-5-3-4. County election and registration fund -
Monitoring of balance - Trans­
fers from general fund. 

3-5-3-5. Counties without election and registration 
fund - Budget and payment of 
expenses from general fund. 

3-5-3-6. [Repealed.] 
3-5-3-7. Expenses of municipal election conducted 

by county election board - Pay­
ment from county general fund -
Certification of amount - Reim­
bursement of county by munici­
pality. 

3-5-3-8. Apportionment between county and munic­
ipality of certain municipal elec­
tion expenses. 

3-5-3-9. Apportionment under Ie 3-5-3-8 - More 
than one municipal election. 

3-5-3-10. Itemization of expenses which municipality 
must reimburse county. 

3-5-3-11. Coincidence of town and general election -
Town not assessable for expenses. 

3-5-3-1. Payment of expenses from 
county treasury - Appropriations re­
quired - Exception - Charges to mu­
nicipality. - (a) Except as provided in 
sections 7 through 10 [IC 3-5-3-7 -
3-5-3-10] of this chapter, the county audi­
tor shall pay the expenses of voter regis-

tration and for all election supplies, and 
equipment, and expenses out of the county 
treasury in the manner provided by law. 
The county fiscal body shall make the 
necessary appropriations for these pur­
poses. 

(b) The county executive shall pay to 
the circuit court clerk or board of registra­
tion the expenses of preparing and mailing 
notices of suspension and cancellation un­
der IC 3-7-9 out of the county treasury 
without appropriation. 

(c) Registration expenses incurred by a 
circuit court clerk or board of registration 
for: 

(1) The salaries of members of a board 
of registration appointed under IC 
3-7-2-5; and 
(2) The salaries of assistants em­
ployed under IC 3-7-2-21; 

may not be charged to a municipality. 
However, the municipality may be 
charged for wages of extra fersons em­
ployed to provide additiona assistance 
reasonably related to the municipal elec­
tion. [P.L.5-1986, § 1; P.L.9-1987, § 1.] 

3-5-3-2. County election and regis­
tration fund - Creation - Purposes -
Levy of tax - Deposit of tax revenues. 
- The legislative body of a county may 
establish a county election and registra­
tion fund for the purpose of paying for all 
the expenses specified in section 1 [IC 
3-5-3-1J of this chapter. The legislative 
body may annually levy a tax on all 
taxable property in the county, in the 
manner that other taxes are levied, suffi­
cient to meet the average annual expenses 
specified in section 1 of this chapter. The 
county shall deposit the revenues from this 
tax into the fund. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-3-3. County election and regis­
tration fund - Budget and payment of 
election expenses - Deposit of sums 
received from municipalities. - After a 
county election and registration fund has 
been established, the county shall budget 
and pay for all the expenses specified in 
section 1 [IC 3-5-3-1] of this chapter from 
the fund. The county may not use the 
money in the fund for any other purpose. 
Whenever a municipality reimuurses the 
county for expenses under this chapter, the 
county shall deposit the money received 
from the municipality into the fund. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-3-4. County election and regis­
tration fund - Monitoring of balance 
- Transfers from general fund. -
After a county election and registration 
fund has been established, the county 
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executive shall monitor the fund to deter­
mine if it contains sufficient money to 
meet the obligations of the fund. When­
ever the executive finds that there is not 
sufficient money in the fund, the executive 
may request that the county fiscal body 
adopt an ordinance authorizing a transfer 
between funds. If the ordinance is adopted, 
the executive shall order the county audi­
tor to transfer the amount specified in the 
ordinance from the general fund of the 
county to the election and registration 
fund. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-3-5. Counties without election 
and registration fund - Budget and 
payment of expenses from general 
fund. - In a county that does not have an 
election and registration fund established 
under this chapter, the county shall bud­
get and pay for all the expenses specified 
in section 1 [IC 3-5-3-1] of this chapter 
from the general fund of the county. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-3-6. [Repealed.] 

3-5-3-7. Expenses of municipal elec­
tion conducted by county election 
board - Payment from county general 
fund - Certification of amount - Re­
imbursement of county by municipal­
ity. - All expenses for a municipal pri­
mary election or municipal election that is 
conducted by a county election board shall 
be allowed by the county executive and 
shall be paid out of the general fund of the 
county, without any appropriation being 
required. The county auditor shall certify 
the amount of that allowance to the fiscal 
officer of the municipality. The fiscal body 
of the municipality shall make the neces­
sary appropriation to reimburse the 
county for the expense of the primary 
election or election. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-3-8. Apportionment between 
county and municipality of certain mu­
nicipal election expenses. - During the 
period that begins ninety (90) days before 
a municipal primary election and con­
tinues until the day after the following 
municipal election, all expenses of the 
primary election and election that cannot 
be chargeable directly to any municipality 
shall be apportioned as follows: 

(1) One-fourth (1/,) to the county. 
(2) Three-fourths ('/,) to the munici­
palities in the county holding the 
municipal primary election and mu­
nicipal election. [P.L.5-1986, § 1; 
P.L.9-1987, § 2.] 

3-5-3-9. Apportionment under IC 
3-5-3-8 - More than one municipal 
election. - Whenever more than one (1) 
municipality in a county conducts a mu­
nicipal primary election and municipal 
election, the three-fourths ('/,) of expenses 
that cannot be chargeable directly to any 
particular municipality under section 8 
[IC 3-5-3-8] of this chapter shall be appor­
tioned to each municipality in the same 
ratio that the number of voters who cast a 
ballot in the municipality at the municipal 
election bears to the total number of voters 
who cast a ballot in all of the municipali­
ties in the county at that municipal elec­
tion. [P.L.5-1986, § 1; P.L.9-1987, § 3; 
P.L.I0-1988, § 3.] 

3-5-3-1. Payment of expenses from 
county treasury - Appropriations re­
quired - Exception - Charges to mu­
nicipality. - (a) Except as provided in 
sections 7 through 10 rIC 3-5-3-7 through 
IC 3-5-3-IOJ of this chapter, the county 
auditor shall pay the expenses of voter 
registration and for all election supplies, 
equipment, and expenses out of the county 
treasury in the manner provided by law. 
The county fiscal body shall make the 
necessary appropriations for these pur­
poses. 

(b) The county executive shall pay to 
the circuit court clerk or board ofregistra­
tion the expenses of preparing and mailing 
notices of suspension and cancellation un­
der IC 3-7-9 out of the county treasury 
without appropriation. 

(c) Registration expenses incurred by a 
circuit court clerk or board of registration 
for: 

(1) The salaries of members of a board 
of registration appointed under IC 
3-7-2-5; 
(2) The salaries of chief clerks ap­
pointed under IC 3-7-2-20; and 
(3) The salaries of assistants em­
ployed under IC 3-7-2-21; 

may not be charged to a municipality. 
However, the municipality may be 
charged for wages of extra persons em­
ployed to provide additional assistance 
reasonably related to the municipal elec­
tion. [P.L.5-1986, § 1; P.L.9-1987, § 1; 
P.L.15-1993, § 1.] 

3-5-3-11. Coincidence of town and 
general election - Town not assess­
able for expenses. - Notwithstanding 
section 7 [IC 3-5-3-7] of this chapter, in a 
year in which a town election coincides 
with a general election, the county election 
board may not assess the town for the cost 
of the election. [P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 
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SECTION. 

CHAPTER 4 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

3-5-4-1. Final hour for filing when none specified. 
3-5-4-1.5. Performance on day office closed. 
3-5-4-2, 3-5-4-3_ [RepeaJed.] 
3-5-4-4. Voters exempt from arrest while going to, 

attending, or returning from polls 
- Exceptions. 

3-5-4-5. [RepeaJed.] 
3-5-4-6. Instructions specifying a voting mark for 

ballot card or electronic voting 
systems. 

3-5-4-1. Final hour for filing when 
none specified_ - Whenever this title 
specifies a final day for a particular filing 
but no final hour of that day, the final 
hour for the receipt of the particular filing 
is noon, prevailing time, of that final day. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-4-1.5. Performance on day office 
closed. - (a) This section applies if this 
title requires that a legal action be taken 
at the office of a circuit court clerk or a 
political subdivision. 

(b) If the final day for performing the 
action falls on a day when the office is not 
open to conduct public business, the legal 
action may be performed: 

(1) On the next day that the office is 
open for public business; or 
(2) Through noon of the next day that 
the office is open for public business if 
the action to be performed is the 
receipt of a filing. [P.L.3-1993, § 5.] 

3-5-4-2, 3-5-4-3. [Repealed.] 

3-5-4-4. Voters exempt from arrest 
while going to, attending, or returning 
from polls - Exceptions. - A voter is 
not subject to arrest while going to the 
polls, while in attendance there, and while 
returning from the polls. However, this 
section does not apply in case of: 

(1) Treason; 
(2) Felony; or 
(3) Breach of the peace. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 1.] 

3-5-4-5. [Repealed.] 

3·5-4·6. Instructions specifying a 
voting mark for ballot card or elec­
tronic voting systems. - Whenever a 
ballot card or an electronic voting system 
is used in a precinct and a ballot form 
prescribed by this title refers to a voting 
mark, the county election board shall 
approve voting instructions indicating 
that a specific type of marking device is 

employed on the system to indicate a vote. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 12.] 

ARTICLE 6 

PARTY AND ELECTION OFFICERS 

CHAPTER. 

1. CENTRAL COMMITTEES, 3-6-1-1 - 3-6-1-14. 
2. PRECINCT COMMITI'EEMEN AND VICE COMMITTEE­

MEN, 3-6-2-1 - 3-6-2-9. 
3. CHANGE OF NAME OF POUTICAL PARTY, 3-6-3-1-

3-6-3-6. 
4. STATE ELECTION BOARD, 3-6-4-1 - 3-6-4-31. 
5. COUNTY ELECTION BOARDS, 3-S-5-1 - 3-6-5-33. 
5.2. COMBINED COUNTY ELECTION BOARD AND 

BOARD OF REGISTRATION, 3-6-5.2-1 
3·6-5.2-7. 

S. PRECINCT ELECTION OFFICERS, 3-S-S-1 
3-6-6-36. 

7. CHALLENGERS AND POlLBOOK HOLDERS, 3-S-7-1 
- 3-6-7-4. 

8. WATCHERS FOR POLITICAL PARTIES AND INDEPEN­

DENT CANDIDATES, 3-6-8-1 - 3-6-8-6. 
9. WATCHERS FOR PRIMARY, SCHOOL BOARD AND 

PRECINCT COMMI'M'EMAN CANDIDATES, 

3-6-9-1 - 3-6-9-12. 
10. WATCHERS FOR THE MEDIA, 3-6-10-1- 3-6-10-6. 
U. POLL TAKERS, 3-6-11-1 - 3-6-11-9. 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 1 
CENTRAL COMMITrEES 

3-6-1-1. Political parties required to have central 
committees - Committees re­
Quired - City committees. 

3-6-1-2. State committee composition. 
3-S-1-3. Congressional district committee composi-

tion. 
3-6-1-4. County committee composition. 
3-6-1-5. City committee composition. 
3-6-1-6. Central committees - Officers. 
3-6-1-7. Central committees - Election of officers. 
3-6-1-8. Central committees - Additional officers 

- Subcommittees. 
3-6-1-9. Vacancies. 
3-6-1-10. Notice of central committee meetings -

Voting by vice chairman and vice 
committeemen. 

3-S-1-11. Organizational meetings of committees -
List of members - Vacancies. 

3-6-1-11.5. Eligibility to vote for committee officers. 
3-6-1-12. State committee - Highest party authority 

- Mandatory rules and regula­
tions. 

3-6-1-13. State committee - Adoption of other rules 
and resolutions - Removal of 
party committee members and 
officers - Civil actions to enforce 
rules and resolutions. 

3-S-1-l4. State committee actions to enforce rules 
and resolutions. 

3-6-1-1. Political parties required to 
have central committees - Commit­
tees required - City committees. - (a) 
Each political party whose nominee re­
ceived at least ten percent (10%) of the 



31 CENTRAL COMMI'ITEES 3-6-1-11 

votes cast in the state for secretary of state 
at the last election shall have the follow­
ing central committees: 

(1) A state committee. 
(2) Congressional district committees. 
(3) County committees. 

(b) The county chairman of a political 

r.arty described in subsection (a) may, not 
ater than ninety (90) days before a city 

election, establish a city committee of the 
party in that city by calling a meeting of 
the persons comprising the city committee 
under section 5 [IC 3-6-1-5] of this chapter. 

(c) A city committee established under 
subsection (b) is abolished January 1 fol­
lowing the city election unless the county 
chairman files an authorization to con­
tinue the committee with the circuit court 
clerk no later than December 31 following 
the city election. 

(d) A city committee extended under 
subsection (c) continues until the county 
chairman files a notice of dissolution with 
the circuit court clerk. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.I0-1987, § 1; P.L.I0-1988, § 4.] 

3-6-1-2. State committee composi­
tion. - The district chairmen and vice 
chairmen of the congressional districts 
comprise the state committee. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2.J 

3-6-1-3. Congressional district com­
mittee composition. - The county chair­
men and vice chairmen of the counties 
that are within the boundaries of a con­
gressional district comprise the congressio­
nal district committee. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-1-4. County committee composi­
tion. - The precinct committeemen and 
vice committeemen of the precincts of a 
county comprise the county committee. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-1-5. City committee composi­
tion. - The members of a county commit­
tee residing in a city and representing 
precincts that are within the city comprise 
the city committee. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.11-1987, § 1.] 

3-6-1-6. Central committees - Offi­
cers. - Each central committee shall 
organize by electing: 

(1) A chairman; 
(2) A vice chairman; 
(3) A secretary; and 
(4) A treasurer. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-1-7. Central committees - Elec­
tion of officers. - Each central commit-

tee shall elect officers under section 6 lIC 
3-6-1-6] of this chapter by majority vote of 
all eligible committee members as follows: 

(1) A vote for chairman shall be taken 
first. 
(2) A vote for vice chairman shall 
then be taken. The person elected vice 
chairman must be of the opposite Sex 
of the chairman. 
(3) Votes for secretary and treasurer 
shall then be taken. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-1-8. Central committees - Addi­
tional officers - Subcommittees. - A 
central committee may elect additional 
officers or appoint subcommittees as it 
considers necessary. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-1-9. Vacancies. - A central com­
mittee may fill a vacancy among its offi­
cers by electing a voter of the appropriate 
election district to fill the unexpired term 
of that officer. The voter must be a mem­
ber of the same political party. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1987, § 13.] 

3-6-1-10. Notice of central commit­
tee meetin~s - Voting by vice chair­
man and vIce committeemen. - A no­
tice of the time and place of each meeting 
of a central committee shall be sent to each 
member of the committee, including the 
vice chairman and each vice committee­
man. Except as provided in IC 3-13, the 
vice chairman and vice committeemen are 
entitled to vote on all matters coming 
before any meeting. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-1-11. Organizational meetings of 
committees - List of members - Va­
cancies. - (a) The precinct committee­
men and vice committeemen of each roliti­
cal party subject to this chapter shal meet 
on the first Saturday in March 1989, and 
every four (4) years thereafter to organize 
the county committee by electing the offi­
cers required by section 6 [IC 3-6-1-6] of 
this chapter. A proxy vote may not be cast 
at the meeting. The election of officers 
shall be conducted in the manner pre­
scribed by section 11.5 [IC 3-6-1-11.5.1 of 
this chapter. The meeting must take place 
at the county seat. The retiring county 
chairman shall: 

(1) Fix the location for the meeting; 
and 
(2) Mail a written notice of the time 
and place of the meeting to the pre­
cinct committeeman and vice commit­
teeman at least seven (7) days before 
the meeting occurs. 

(b) The retiring county chairman shall 
file a list of the names and addresses of the 
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members of the county committee, and the 
precinct each member represents, with the 
circuit court clerk. The list must: 

(1) Be filed no later than noon four­
teen (14) days before the county com­
mittee organization meeting; and 
(2) When filed, bear the official seal of 
the circuit court clerk. 

(c) A vacancy in the county committee 
may not be filled during the fourteen (14) 
day period preceding the county committee 
meeting. 

(d) The state committee and each con­
gressional district committee shall orga­
nize within one hundred twenty (120) days 
after the organization meeting of the 
county committees. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.3-1987, § 14; P.L.10-1987, § 2; 
P.L.10-1988, § 5; P.L.5-1989, § 3.] 

3-6-1-11.5. Eligibility to vote for 
committee officers. - (a) Except as pro­
vided by subsection (b), the precinct com­
mitteemen and vice committeemen who: 

(1) Are members of a county commit­
tee included on the list filed under 
section 11(b) [IC 3-6-1-11(b)] of this 
chapter; and 
(2) Have been precinct committeemen 
or vice committeemen continuously 
for a period of at least fourteen (14) 
days before the date of the county 
organization meeting; 

are eligible to vote in an election of county 
committee officers of a political party 
subject to this chapter. 

(b) A precinct vice committeeman ap­
pointed under IC 3-2-3(c) [repealed] is not 
eligible to vote in an election of county 
committee officers unless the precinct vice 
committeeman: 

(1) Is a member of a county committee 
included on the list filed under section 
l1(b) of this chapter; and 
(2) Was appointed as a precinct vice 
committeeman not later than the De­
cember 31 immediately preceding the 
election of the county committee offi­
cers. [P.L.1O-1987, § 3; P.L.5-1989, 
§ 4; P.L.16-1993, § 2.] 

3-6-1-12. State committee - Highest 
party authority - Mandatory rules 
and regulations. - The state committee 
of each political party subject to this 
chapter is the highest party authority and 
shall adopt rules or resolutions for: 

(1) The organization of the congressio­
nal district committees and city com­
mittees, including uniformly fixing 
the time that each committee is to be 
organized; and 
(2) The government of all central 
committees. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-1-13. State committee - Adop­
tion of other rules and resolutions -
Removal of party committee members 
and officers - Civil actions to enforce 
rules and resolutions. - The state com­
mittee of each political party subject to 
this chapter may: 

(1) Adopt rules and resolutions to 
provide for all matters of party gov­
ernment that are not controlled by 
law; 
(2) Remove a member or officer of a 
regular party committee, after reason­
able notice and hearing, for refusing 
to obey or conform to a rule or resolu­
tion adopted by the state committee; 
and 
(3) Maintain civil actions, in its own 
name, to enforce obedience to its rules 
or resolutions. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-1-14. State committee actions to 
enforce rules and resolutions. - An 
action brought under section 13 [IC 
3-6-1-13] of this chapter: 

(1) Must be commenced, prosecuted, 
and tried in the circuit or superior 
court of the county where the defen­
dant resides; 
(2) Shall be tried by the court without 
a jury; 
(3) Has precedence over all other 
cases pending in the court, except 
murder trials; and 
(4) May not be venued from the 
county. 

Process shall be served and proceedings 
conducted as in other civil actions, except 
that process shall be returned three (3) 
days from the date of service. An appeal 
from the judgment entered in any case 
may be taken by either party. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2.] 

CHAPTER 2 

PRECINCT COMMITTEEMEN AND VICE 
COMMITIEEMEN 

SECTION. 

3-6-2-1. Political parties required to have precinct 
committees. 

3-6-2-2. Composition of precinct committee. 
3-6-2-3. Vice committeemen - Appointment by 

precinct committeemen - Certifi­
cation - Appointment by county 
chairman. 

3·6-2-4. [Repealed.l 
3-6-2-5. Vice committeemen appointed by retiring 

county chairman - Removal -
Appointment of successor vice 
committeemen. 
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SECTION. 

3-6-2-6. Designation of county committee member 
residing in city as city committee­
man for precinct. 

3-6-2-7. City committeeman for precinct - Filling 
vacancy where 3-6-2-6 inapplica­
ble. 

3-6-2-8. Appointment or designation of city vice 
committeeman for precinct. 

3-6-2-9. Precinct committeeman - Filling vacancy. 

3-6-2-1. Political ",arties required to 
have precinct commIttees. - Each polit­
ical party whose nominee received at least 
ten percent (10%) of the votes cast in the 
state for secretary of state at the last 
election shall have precinct committees. 
lP.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-2-2. Composition of precinct 
committee. - The precinct committee­
man, the precinct vice committeeman, and 
any other persons that the county chair­
man designates or appoints comprise a 
1'. recinct committee required by section 1 
IlC 3-6-2-1] of this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2.] 

3-6-2-3. Vice committeemen - Ap­
pointment by precinct committeemen 
- Certification - Appointment by 
county chairman. - (a) Each precinct 
committeeman elected at a primary elec­
tion may appoint a qualified person of the 
opposite sex as the precinct vice commit­
teeman. The precinct committeeman shall 
certify the appointment to the county 
chairman no later than noon on the Satur­
day following the primary election at 
which the committeeman is elected. 

(b) If a precinct committeeman fails to 
make the appointment or fails to certify 
the appointment to the county chairman 
before that time, the county chairman may 
appoint a precinct vice committeeman to 
fill the vacancy. 

(c) With the written and signed ap­
proval of the county chairman the precinct 
committeeman may replace the precinct 
vice committeeman after providing ten 
(10) days signed and written notice to the 
county chairman. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.3-1987, § 15; P.L.5-1989, § 5; 
P.L.9-1989, § 1; P.L.I-1990, § 5; 
P.L.16-1993, § 1.] 

3-6-2-4. [Repealed.] 

3-6-2-5. Vice committeemen ap­
pointed by retirin~ county chairman -
Removal - Appomtment of successor 
vice committeemen_ - A county chair­
man elected at the organization meeting 
held under IC 3-6-1-11 may remove a 
precinct vice committeeman appointed by 

a retiring county chairman without nomi­
nation under section 3 [IC 3-6-2-3] of this 
chapter and appoint another precinct vice 
committeeman. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-2-6. Designation of county com­
mittee member residing in city as city 
committeeman for precinct. - (a) This 
section applies whenever a city committee 
is established under IC 3-6-1-l(b). 

(b) If two (2) or more precinct commit­
teemen who are members of a county 
committee reside in a city precinct before 
the organization of the city committee, the 
county chairman shall designate one (1) of 
them as the city committeeman for the 
precinct. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 16.] 

3-6-2-7. City committeeman for pre­
cinct - Filling vacancy where 3-6-2-6 
inapplicable. - (a) This section applies 
whenever a city committee is established 
under IC 3-6-1-1(b). 

(b) If: 
(1) No member of a county committee 
resides in a city precinct; or 
(2) There is a member and that mem­
ber declines to serve as a member of 
the city committee; 

then the county chairman, at any time 
before the organization of the city commit­
tee, shall fill the vacancy on the city 
committee by appointment of a voter resid­
ing in the precinct. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.3-1987, § 17.] 

3-6-2-8. Appointment or designation 
of city vice committeeman for precinct. 
- (a) This section applies whenever a city 
committee is established under IC 
3-6-1-1(b). 

(b) If: 
(1) Two (2) or more precinct vice com­
mitteemen, who are members of a 
county committee, reside in the same 
city precinct; or 
(2) No vice committeeman of a county 
committee resides in a city precinct; 

then a vice committeeman shall be ap­
pointed to represent the precinct on the 
city committee as prescribed by section 6 
or 7 [IC 3-6-2-6 or 3-6-2-7] of this chapter 
for precinct committeemen. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2; P.L.3-1987, § 18.] 

3-6-2-9. Precinct committeeman 
Filling vacancy. - The county chairman 
may fill any vacancy in the office of 
precinct committeeman. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 19.] 
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CHAPTER 3 
CHANGE OF NAME OF POLITICAL PARTY 

SECTION. 
3-G-3·1. Compliance with chapter. 
3·6·3·2 - 3·6·3·5. [Repealed.! 
3-6-3-6. Use of new name - Retention of former 

rights. 

3-6-3-1. Comrliance with chapter. 
- Any politica party may change its 
name by complying with this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-3-2 - 3-6-3-5. [Repealed.] 

3-6-3-6. Use of new name - Reten­
tion of former rights. - (a) After the 
state chairman of a political party files a 
statement with the secretary of state certi­
fying that the party's name has been 
changed in accordance with all applicable 
party rules, a political party shall be 
known by its new name, and the party has 
all the rights it had under its former name. 

(b) If the state chairman of a political 
party files a statement under subsection 
(a) after the printing of ballots for use at 
an election conducted under this title has 
begun, the election board responsible for 
printing the ballots is not required to after 
the ballots to state the new name of the 
political party. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.3-1993, § 6.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 4 
STATE ELECTION BOARD 

3-6-4-1. Establishment. 
3-6-4-2. Membership. 
3-6-4-3. Appointment of members - Term of ap­

pointed members. 
3-6-4-4. Nomination of appointed members by state 

political party chairman - Ap­
pointment of those nominated. 

3-6-4-5. Filling of vacancy due to death or disability 
of appointed member. 

3-6-4-6. Proxies. 
3-6-4-7. Compensation of members. 
3-6-4-8. Call of meetings by chairman. 
3-6-4-9. Failure of chairman to call meeting 

Meetings by other members. 
3-6-4-10. Failure of board to meet and discharge 

duties - Gubernatorial order to 
discharge duties. 

3-6-4-11. Minutes of meetings - Written records of 
votes. 

3-6-4-12. Duties. 
3-6-4-12.5. Emergency rules. 
3-6-4-12.7. Extension of filing period - Natural 

disaster or emergency. 
3·6·4·13. [Repealed.] 
3-6-4-14. Effect of IC 3-6-4-12 on county election 

board - Submission of dead­
locked county election board issue 
to state election board. 

SECTION. 

3-6-4-15. Instructional meeting for county election· 
board, registration board and cir­
cuit court clerk. 

3-6-4-16. Compensation of county election board and 
board of registration members at 
instructional meeting. 

3-6-4-17. Executive director. 
3-6-4-18. Administrative assistants and other em­

ployees - Authority to employ. 
3-6-4-19. Administrative assistants and other em­

ployees - Equal division of politi­
cal affiliation. 

3-6-4-20. Administrative assistants and other em­
ployees - Employment on alter­
nating political affiliation 
method. 

3-6-4-21. Administrative assistant position vacancy 
- Submission of replacement by 
state political party chairman -
Employment of person submitted. 

3-6-4-22. Administrative assistant position vacancy 
- Failure of state political party 
chainnan to submit replacement 
- Procedure for filling vacancy. 

3-6-4-23. Employment and promotion of employees 
by alternating political party 
method. 

3-6-4-24. Biennial budget estimates - Expenditure 
of funds. 

3-6-4-25. Audits and investigations. 
3-6-4-26. Subpoena power. 
3-6-4-27. Mileage and fee of subpoena witnesses. 
3-6-4-28. Administration of oaths by board members 

or employees. 
3-6-4-29. Investigation of election law violation -

Referral of matter to attorney 
general or prosecuting attorney. 

3-6-4-30. Civil action by attorney general or prose­
cuting attorney. 

3-6-4-31. State police to assist board. 

3-6-4-1. Establishment. - The state 
election board is established. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2.] 

3-6-4-2. Membership. - The follow­
ing three (3) members comprise the state 
election board: 

(1) A person appointed by the gover­
nor to serve at the pleasure of the 
governor as chairman. 
(2) Two (2) voters appointed by the 
governor, one (1) from each of the 
major political parties of the state. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.LA-1991, § 7.] 

3-6-4-3. Appointment of members -
Term of appointed members. - The 
governor shall make the appointments to 
the state election board at least sixty (60) 
days before each general election. The 
appointed members serve for terms of two 
(2) years or until their successors are 
appointed and qualified. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-4-4. Nomination of appointed 
members by state political party chair-



35 STATE ELECTION BOARD 3-6-4-12 

man - Appointment of those nomi­
nated. - The state chairman of each of 
the major political parties of the state may 
nominate, in writing, a member of the 
chairman's own political party for appoint­
ment to the state election board. If the 
nomination is made at least sixty (60) days 
before the general election, the governor 
shall appoint the nominee to the board. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-4-5. Filling of vacancy due to 
death or disability of appointed memo 
ber. - In case of the death or disability of 
either appointee to the state election 
board, the governor shall notify the state 
chairman of the appointee's political party. 
The chairman may, witlrin ten (10) days 
after notice of the vacancy, nominate in 
writing a successor who shall be appointed 
to the board. If the state chairman fails to 
make a nomination within the ten (10) day 
period, the governor shall, within another 
ten (10) days, appoint a member of the 
same political party. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-4-6. Proxies. - (a) A member may 
appoint an individual to serve as a proxy of 
record in the member's place as a member 
of the state election board by filing a 
written instrument appointing the proxy 
of record with the state election board. The 
proxy of record has the same authority to 
act and vote on all matters as does the 
member. The member may revoke the 
authority of the proxy of record at any 
time. The authority of the proxy of record 
may be either limited or general with 
regard.to duration or subject matter as set 
forth by the member in the written instru­
ment appointing the proxy. 

(b) If both the member and the mem­
ber's proxy of record are unavailable, the 
member may appoint another individual 
in writing to serve as an alternate proxy in 
the member's place as a member of the 
state election board. The alternate proxy 
has the same authority to act and vote on 
all matters as does the member. The 
member may revoke the authority of the 
alternate proxy any time. The authority of 
the alternate proxy may be either limited 
or general with regard to duration or 
subject matter as set forth by the member 
in the written instrument appointing the 
proxy. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.4-1991, § 8.] 

3-6-4-7. Compensation of members. 
- (a) Each member of the state election 
board who is not a state employee is 
entitled to receive the minimum salary per 
diem provided by IC 4-1O-11-2.1(b). Such a 
member is entitled to reimbursement for 
travel expenses and otber expenses actu-

ally incurred in connection with the mem­
ber's duties, as provided in the state travel 
policies and procedures established by the 
Indiana department of administration and 
approved by the budget agency. 

(b) Each member of the board who is a 
state employee is entitled to reimburse­
ment for traveling expenses and other 
expenses actually incurred in connection 
with the member's duties, as provided in 
the state travel policies and procedures 
established by the Indiana department of 
administration and approved by the bud­
get agency. [P.L.5-19~6, § 2; P.L.7-1986, 
§ 1, P.L.3-1987, § 21, P.L.4-1991, § 9.] 

3-6-4-8. Call of meetings by chair­
man. - The chairman shall call a meeting 
of the state election board whenever the 
chairman considers it necessary for the 
performance of the board's duties. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.4-1991, § 10.] 

3-6-4-9. Failure of chairman to call 
meeting - Meetings by other mem­
bers. - If the chairman for any reason 
fails to call a meeting of the state election 
board, then the two (2) other members of 
the board may meet to execute the powers 
and perform the duties of the board. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.4-1991, § 11.] 

3-6-4-10. Failure of board to meet 
and discharge duties - Gubernatorial 
order to discharge duties. - If the state 
election board fails to meet and discharge 
the duties imposed upon it by law, then the 
governor may order the board to meet in 
the performance of the board's duties if the 
governor: 

(1) Considers a meeting to be neces­
sary; or 
(2) Receives a petition signed by at 
least one (1) voter from each congres­
sional district in the state. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.4-1991, § 12.] 

3-6-4-11. Minutes of meetings -
Written records of votes. - The state 
election board shall keep minutes of all 
meetings of the board, including a written 
record of the aye and nay vote of each 
member on all questions coming before the 
board. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-4-12. Duties. - (a) The state elec­
tion board, in addition to duties otherwise 
prescribed by law, shall do the following: 

(1) Administer the election laws of 
the state. 
(2) Adopt rules under IC 4-22-2 to do 
the following: 

(A) Govern the fair, legal, and 
orderly conduct of elections, includ-
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ing emergency rules described in 
section 12.5 [IC 3-6-4-12.5] of this 
chapter to implement a court order 
requiring an election board or offi­
cial to administer an election in a 
manner not authorized by this title. 
(B) Carry out IC 3-9 (campaign fi­
nance). 
(C) Govern the establishment of 
precincts under IC 3-11-1.5. 
(D) Specify procedures and fees for 
the processing of an application 
from a vendor for voting systems 
approval and testing. 
(E) Prescribe formats for the stor­
age and submission of computerized 
voter registration records by county 
and state agencies or offices. 

(3) Prepare a uniform set of election 
and registration forms for use 
throughout the state, except when 
prescribed by this title. 
(4) Advise, instruct, and exercise su­
pervision over local election and regis­
tration officers. 
(5) Prepare and distribute paper bal­
lots for the election or retention of 
persons to federal and state offices and 
for public questions in compliance 
with this title. 
(6) Maintain complete and uniform 
descriptions and maps of all precincts 
in the state. 
(7) Promptly update the information 
required by subdivision (6) after each 
precinct establishment order is filed 
with the board under IC 3-11-1.5. 
(8) Issue media watcher cards under 
IC 3-6-10-6. 

(b) The state election board may assist 
county election boards in establishing pro­
grams to educate precinct election officers 
concerning election procedures. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.7-1986, § 2; 
P.L.3-1987, § 22; P.L.13-1988, § 3; 
P.LA-1991, § 13;' P.L.I-1992, § 2; 
P.L.3-1993, § 7.] 

3-6-4-12.5. Emergency rules. - The 
state election board by unanimous vote of 
the entire membership of the board may 
adopt emergency rules under IC 
4-22-2-37.1 to implement a court order 
requiring an election board or official to 
administer an election in a manner not 
authorized by this title. [P.L.3-1993, § 8.] 

3-6-4-12.7. Extension of filing period 
- Natural disaster or emergency. - (a) 
If the state election board by unanimous 
vote of the entire membership of the board 
finds that a natural disaster or other 
emergency makes it impossible or unrea­
sonable for a person to perform a duty or 

file a document by the time specified in 
this title, the board may issue an order 
extending the time for performing the duty 
or filing the document. 

(b) An order described in subsection (a) 
expires not later than thirty (30) days 
after the order is issued. The order must 
include the following: 

(I) The geographic area subject to the 
order. 
(2) The election board or official sub­
ject to the order. 
(3) The duty or filing subject to the 
order. 
(4) The specific date by which the 
duty must be performed or the docu­
ment filed under the order. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 9.] 

3-6-4-13. [Repealed.] 

3-6-4-14. Effect of IC 3-6-4-12 on 
county election board - Submission of 
deadlocked county election board is­
sue to state election board. - Section 12 
[IC 3-6-4-12] of this chapter does not divest 
a county election board of any powers and 
duties imposed on it in IC 3-6-5, except 
that in the case of a deadlock on a county 
election board, the county election board 
shall submit the question to the state 
election board for final determination. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.13-1988, § 4.] 

3-6-4-15. Instructional meeting for 
county election board, registration 
board and circuit court clerk. - (a) 
Each year the state election board shall 
call a meeting of all the members of the 
county election boards and the boards of 
registration to instruct them as to their 
duties under this title. Each circuit court 
clerk shall attend the meeting. 

(b) The state election board shall set the 
time and place of the instructional meet­
ing. In years in which a primary election is 
held, the state election board shall conduct 
the meeting before primary election day. 
The instructional meeting may not last 
more than two (2) days. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.3-1987, § 23; P.L.3-1993, § 10.] 

3-6-4-16. Compensation of county 
election board and board of registra­
tion members at instructional meeting. 
- Each member of a county election board 
or board of registration is entitled to 
receive a per diem of twenty-five dollars 
($25) and a mileage allowance at the state 
rate for the distance necessarily traveled 
in going to and returning from the place of 
the instructional meeting required by sec­
tion 15 [IC 3-6-4-15] of this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 
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3-6-4-17_ Executive director_ - The 
state election board shall, with the ap­
proval of the governor, appoint an execu­
tive director to carry out its policies, 
decisions, and recommendations and to 
maintain an office. The executive director 
may be of the same political party as the 
governor. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-4-18. Administrative assistants 
and other employees ~ Authority to 
employ. - The state election board shall 
employ two (2) administrative assistants 
and may employ other employees as neces­
sary in the execution of its powers and 
duties. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-4-19. Administrative assistants 
and other employees - Equal division 
of political affiliation. - The adminis­
trative assistants and other employees of 
the state election board (except the execu­
tive director) must be divided equally 
between the major political parties of the 
state. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-4-20. Administrative assistants 
and other employees - Employment 
on alternating political . affiliation 
method. - The state election board shall 
employ administrative assistants and all 
other employees on an alternating basis 
beginning with the employment of the first 
administrative assistant, who must be 
affiliated with the opposite political party 
of that of the executive director. Employ­
ment of all other employees of the board 
must continue on the alternating method 
based on political affiliation. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2.] 

3-6-4-21. Administrative assistant 
position vacancy - Submission of reo 
placement by state political party 
chairman - Employment of person 
submitted. - When a vacancy in an 
administrative assistant position occurs, 
the executive director of the state election 
board shall notify the state chairman of 
the political party of which the person 
vacating the position is a member. The 
chairman may submit to the executive 
director the name of a person to fill the 
vacancy, and that person shall be em­
ployed as the administrative assistant. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-4-22. Administrative assistant 
position vacancy - Failure of state 
political party chairman to submit re­
placement - Procedure for filling va­
cancy. - If a state chairman fails to 
submit in writing the name of a qualified 
successor within thirty (30) days after the 

chairman is notified by the executive di­
rector of the state election board of a 
vacancy described in in section 21 [lC 
3-6-4-21] of this chapter, the executive 
director shall select a member of that 
political party to fill the vacancy and 
notify the chairman of the selection. The 
chairman may disapprove the selection by 
notifying the executive director within 
seven (7) days after receiving notice. If the 
chairman does not disapprove the selection 
within the seven (7) day period, the person 
selected by the executive director shall be 
employed as the administrative assistant. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-4-23. Employment and promo­
tion of employees by alternating politi­
cal party method. - If more than one­
half (1/2 ) of the total number of employees 
of the state election board (excluding the 
executive director) are affiliated with one 
(1) political party, then a person affiliated 
with that party may not be employed or 
promoted as long as that condition exists, 
unless total employment is at an odd 
number and equal employment cannot be 
obtained. Whenever there is an odd num­
ber of total employees, employment shall 
be olTered next and obtained by a person 
affiliated with the oP\,osite political party 
so that eq';1allolitica representation will 
be mamtame . [P.L.5·1986, § 2.] 

3-6-4-24. Biennial budget estimates 
- Expenditure of funds. - The state 
election board shall submit biennial bud­
get estimates in the manner and form 
required by law. Funds of the board shall 
be expended only after authorization by 
the board and in the manner and form 
required by law. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-4-25. Audits and investigations. 
- An audit or investigation authorized by 
the state election board concerning admin­
istration of the election laws of this state 
always shall be conducted by at least two 
(2) state employees divided equally be­
tween the major political parties of the 
state. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-4-26. Subpoena power. - The 
state election board or any member of the 
board has the power of subpoena and may 
require a person to appear before the board 
or a member of the board to be examined 
with regard to any matter with which the 
board is charged with a duty under this 
title. The board-may require appearances 
before the board at the office of the board 
or at a place fixed by the board in the 
county of residence of the person subpoe­
naed. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 
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3-6-4-27_ Mileage and fee of sub­
poena witnesses. - A witness who is 
subpoenaed under section 26 [IC 3-6-4-26] 
of this chapter is entitled to be paid the 
same mileage and fee as witnesses in court 
actions. Mileage and fees shall be paid as 
other election expenses are paid. 
lP.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-4-28. Administration of oaths by 
board members or employees. - A 
member of the state election board or an 
employee of the board who is designated 
by the board in writing may administer an 
oath required or permitted by this title. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-4-29. Investigation of election 
law violation - Referral of matter to 
attorney general or prosecuting attor­
ney. - If the state election board deter­
mines that there is substantial reason to 
believe an election law violation has oc­
curred, it shall expeditiously make an 
investigation. If in the judgment of the 
board, after affording due notice and an 
opportunity for a hearing, a person has 
engaged or is about to engage in an act or 
practice that constitutes or will constitute 
a violation of a provision of this title or of a 
rule or order issued under this title, the 
board shall take the action it considers 
appropriate under the circumstances, in· 
cluding referring the matter to the attor­
ney general or to the appropriate prosecut­
ing attorney. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-4-'0. Civil action by attorney 
general or prosecuting attorney. -
Upon referral under section 29 [IC 
3-6-4-29] of this chapter, the attorney 
general or prosecuting attorney shall insti­
tute on behalf of the state a civil action for 
relief, including a permanent or temporary 
injunction, restraining order, or other ap­
propriate order in a circuit or superior 
court in the county in which the person is 
found, resides, or transacts business. Upon 
a proper showing that the person has 
engaged or is about to engage in an act or 
practice described by section 29 of this 
chapter, the court shall grant a permanent 
or temporary injunction, restraining order, 
or other order without bond. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2.] 

3-6-4-31. State police to assist 
board. - The state police department and 
all state police officers shall assist the 
state election board, on request, in the 
enforcement of the election laws and the 
discharge of its duties, including the use of 
state police radio and telephone service on 
election days. However, neither the state 

police department nor a state police officer 
may supplant or interfere with a local law 
enforcement officer or precinct election 
officer in the discharge of duties. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 5 

COUNTY ELECTION BOARDS 

3-B-5-1. Establishment. 
3-6-5-2. Membership. 
3-6-5-S. Candidate may not be member - Member 

may not hold elected office. 
3-6~5-4. Appointment of members - Terms. 
3-6-5-4.5. Proxies. 
3-6-5-5. Nomination of members by county and 

political party chairman - When 
nominee must be appointed. 

3-6-5-6. Removal of members - Appointment of 
new members. 

3-6-5-7. Filling of vacancy. 
3-6-5-8. Chairman - Secretary. 
3-6-5-9. Compensation of members. 
3-6-5-10. Office space. 
3-6-5-11. Call of meetings by chainnan. 
3-6-5-12. Failure of chairman to call meeting 

Meetings by other members. 
3-6-5-13. Minutes of meetings - Written records of 

votes. 
3-6-5-14. Duties. 
3-6-5-14.5. Resolution to delegate duties. 
3-6-5-15. Political subdivisions in more than one 

county - Conduct of elections. 
3-6-5-16. Preparation and submission of budget esti­

mates. 
3-6-5-17. Municipal and general election reports -

Submission to state election board 
- Contents of report. 

3-6-5-lB. Actions of circuit court clerk considered 
actions of the board. 

3-6-5-19. Exercise of board powers and duties by 
circuit court clerk. 

3-6-5-20. Deputy election commissioners - Appoint­
ment and removal - Residency 
requirement. 

3-6-5-21. Deputy election commissioners - Political 
affiliation. 

3-6-5-22. Deputy election commissioners - Duties. 
3-6-5-23. Clerks, custodians, and other employees. 
3-6-5-24. Candidate for elective office may not be 

appointed deputy election com­
missioner or employed by county 
election board - Effect of com­
missioner or employee becoming 
candidate for elective office. 

3-6-5·25. Audit of board books. 
3-6-5-26. Power to examine persons under oath. 
3-6-5-27. Subpoena power. 
3-6-5-2B. Service of processes issued by board. 
3-6-5-29. Judicial enforcement of subpoenas - Con-

tempt. 
3-6-5-30. Mileage and fees of subpoenaed witnesses. 
3-6-5-31. Investigation of election law violations -

Referral of matters to attorney 
general or prosecuting attorney. 

3-6-5-32. Civil actions by attorney general or prose-
cuting attorney. 

3-6-5-33. County and municipal law enforcement 
officers to assist board. 
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3-6-5-L Establishment. - (a) Except 
as provided in subsection (b), a board is 
established in each county of the state 
known as the (name of county) county 
election board. 

(b) In a county having a population of 
more than four hundred thousand 
(400,000) but less than seven hundred 
thousand (700,000) a combined county 
election board and board of registration is 
established by IC 3-6-5.2. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.3-1993, § 11.] 

3-6-5-2. Membership. - The follow­
ing three (3) members comprise each 
county election board: 

(1) The circuit court clerk, who is ex 
officio a member of the board. 
(2) Two (2) persons appointed by the 
circuit court clerk, one (1) from each of 
the major political parties of the 
county. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-5-3. Candidate may not be mem­
ber - Member. may not hold elected 
office. - A person who is a candidate for 
elected office may not be appointed as a 
member of a county election board. If an 
appointed member becomes a candidate for 
elected office, the member may not con­
tinue to serve on the county election board. 
In addition, an appointed member may not 
hold elected office while a member. 
IP.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1987, § 24.] 

3-6-5-4. Appointment of members -
Terms. - Each circuit court cl.erk shall 
make the appointments to a county elec­
tion board at least ninety (90) days before 
the primary election in each year in which 
a general election is held. The board 
members appointed by the clerk serve 
until their successors are appointed and 
qualified. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-5-4.5. Proxies. - (a) A member 
may appoint an individual to serve as a 
proxy of record in the member's place as a 
member of the county election board by 
filing a written instrument appointing the 
proxy of record with the circuit court clerk. 
The proxy of record has the same authority 
to act and vote on all matters as does the 
member. The member may revoke the 
authority of the proxy of record at any 
time. The authority of the proxy of record 
may be either limited or general with 
regard to duration or subject matter as set 
forth by the member in the written instru­
ment appointing the proxy. 

(b) If both the member and the mem­
ber's proxy of record are unavailable, the 
member may appoint another individual 
in writing to serve as an alternate proxy in 

the member's place as a member of the 
county election board. The alternate proxy 
has the same authority to act and vote on 
all matters as does the member. The 
member may revoke the authority of the 
alternate proxy at any time. The authority 
of the alternate proxy may be either 
limited or general with regard to duration 
or subject matter as set forth by the 
member in the written instrument ap­
pointing the proxy. [P.L.4-1991, § 14.J 

3-6-5-5. Nomination of members by 
county and political party chairman -
When nominee must be appointed. -
The county chairman of each of the major 
political parties of a county may nominate, 
in writing, a member of the chairman's 
party for appointment to the county elec­
tion board. If the nomination is made at 
least ninety (90) days before the primary 
election, the circuit court clerk shall ap­
point the nominee to the board. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-5-6. Removal of members - Ap­
pointment of new members. - A circuit 
court clerk shall remove any member of 
the county election board upon the request 
of the county chairman of the political 
party that nominated that member. The 
clerk then shall appoint a new member 
nominated by the county chairman. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-5-7. Filling of vacancy. - In case 
of a vacancy in the office of either appoin­
tee to a county election board, the circuit 
court clerk shall, within five (5) days, send 
written notice of the vacancy to the county 
chairman of the appointee's political party. 
The chairman may, within five (5) days 
after receiving notice of the vacancy, nomi­
nate in writing a successor who shall be 
appointed. If the chairman fails to make a 
nomination within the five (5) day period, 
the clerk shall, within another five (5) 
days, appoint a member of the political 
party entitled to the appointment. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1987, § 25; 
P.L.7-1990, § 2.] 

3-6-5-8. Chairman - Secretary. -
The members of a county election board 
shall select one (1) of the appointed mem­
bers to serve as chairman. The circuit 
court clerk shall serve as secretary of the 
board. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-5-9. Compensation of members. 
- Each county fiscal body shall deter­
mine, in the manner provided by law, the 
compensation of: 
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(1) The appointed members of the 
county election board; and 
(2) The circuit court clerk for the 
clerk's services as secretary of the 
county election board. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2; P.L.3-1993, § 12.] 

3-6-5-10. Office space. - Each county 
executive shall furnish to the county elec­
tion board necessary office space either in 
the county courthouse or in some other 
conveniently located building. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2.] 

3-6-5-11. Call of meetings by chair­
man. - The chairman of a county election 
board shall call a meeting of the board 
whenever the chairman considers it neces­
sary for the performance of the board's 
duties. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-5-12. Failure of chairman to call 
meeting - Meetings by other mem­
bers. - If the chairman of a county 
election board for any reason fails to call a 
meeting of the board, then the two (2) 
other members may meet to execute the 
powers and perform the duties of the 
board. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-5-13. Minutes of meetings -
Written records of votes. - Each county 
election board shall keep minutes of all 
meetings of the board, including a written 
record of the aye and nay vote of each 
member on all questions coming before the 
board. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-5-14. Duties. - (a) Each county 
election board, in addition to duties other­
wise prescribed by law, shall: 

(1) Except as provided in IC 3-8-5 and 
IC 3-10-7 for town conventions and 
municipal elections in certain small 
towns, conduct all elections and ad­
minister the election laws within the 
county; 
(2) Prepare all ballots except those 
prepared by the state election board; 
and 
(3) Distribute all ballots and pasters 
to all of the precincts in the county. 

(b) This subsection does not apply to 
pasters to be attached to ballots during the 
final three (3) days before an election. At 
least seven (7) days before distributing 
ballots, pasters, and voting systems to the 
precincts in the county, the county election 
board shall notify the county chairman of 
each major political party and, upon re­
quest, the chairman of any other bona fide 
political party in the county, that sample 
ballots and pasters are available for in-

spection. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 26; P.L.11-1988, § 1; P.L.3-1993, § 13.] 

3-6-5-14.5. Resolution to delegate 
duties. - (a) The county election board, 
by unanimous vote of the entire member­
ship of the board, may adopt a resolution 
providing that certain duties and responsi­
bilities exercised by the circuit court clerk 
under this title shall be performed by an 
employee of the county election board. 

(b) A resolution adopted under this sec-
tion: 

(1) Must specify the duties and re­
sponsibilities to be exercised by the 
election board employee; 
(2) May not be amended or repealed, 
except by unanimous vote of the entire 
membership of the county election 
board; and 
(3) Expires sixty (60) days after the 
circuit court clerk who was a member 
of the county election board when the 
resolution was adopted leaves office. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 14.] 

3-6-5-15. Political subdivisions in 
more than one county - Conduct of 
elections. - Except as otherwise provided 
by law, whenever a political subdivision 
(as defined in IC 36-1-2-13 and other than 
a county) contains territory in more than 
one (1) county, the county election board of 
the county that contains the greatest per­
centage of population of the political subdi­
vision shall conduct all elections for the 
political subdivision. This section does not 
apply to countywide elections. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2; P.L.5-1989, § 6.] 

3-6-5-16. Preparation and submis­
sion of budget estimates. - Each county 
election board shall prepare annually a 
budget estimate itemizing its expenditures 
for the previous year and its estimates of 
the amount of money necessary to be 
appropriated for the next year. The board 
shall submit the budget estimate at the 
time and in the manner and form other 
county budget estimates are required to be 
filed. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-5-17. Municipal and general 
election reports - Submission to state 
election board - Contents of report. -
(a) Each county election board shall sub­
mit a report to the state election board 
after each primary, special, municipal, and 
general election describing the activities of 
the board during the previous year. The 
board shall include the following in the 
report: 

(1) Information relating to the ex­
penses of office maintenance and elec-
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tions within the county or political 
subdivisions within the county. 
(2) A c0r.y of the statement of the 
county e ection board containing the 
votes cast for each candidate and on 
each public question in each precinct 
at the last election preceding the sub­
mission of the report. 
(3) Any additional information relat­
ing to elections that the state election 
board prescribes. 

(b) The report described in subsection 
(a) must be postmarked or hand delivered 
to the state election board not later than 
fourteen (14) days after each election. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.10-1988, § 8; 
P.L.3-1993, § 15.) 

3-6-5-18. Actions of circuit court 
clerk considered actions of the board. 
_ Each circuit court clerk shaH perform 
aH duties imposed upon the clerk under 
this title as a member of the county 
election board or as secretary of the board, 
except when the clerk is acting as the 
registration officer of the county. Any such 
action taken by the clerk is considered an 
action of the board. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.) 

3-6-5-19. Exercise of board powers 
and duties by circuit court clerk. - A 
circuit court clerk, with the approval of the 
county election board, shaH exercise the 
powers and perform the duties imposed 
upon the board whenever the facilities of 
the clerk's office make it more reasonable 
and efficient for the clerk to do so. Any 
action taken by the clerk with the ap­
proval of the board is considered an action 
of the board. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.) 

3-6-5-20. Deputy election commis­
sioners - Appointment and removal -
Residency requirement. - A county 
election board may appoint and at its 
pleasure remove deputy election commis­
sion~rs. A deputy electio? commissioner 
appomted under thls sectlOn must reside 
in the county of the election board that 
appointed the deputy commissioner. If a 
deputy election commissioner ceases to be 
a resident of the county of the election 
board that appointed the deputy election 
commissioner, the person may not con­
tinue to serve as a deputy election commis­
sioner of the county. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.5-1989, § 7.) 

3-6-5-21. Deputy election commis­
sioners - PolItical affiliation. - The 
county chairmen of the major political 
parties of a county shaH designate the 
deputy election commissioners. The deputy 
election commissioners must be divided 

equaHy between the major political par­
ties. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.) 

3-6-5-22_ Deputy election commis­
sioners - Duties. - The deputy election 
commissioners appointed under section 21 
[IC 3-6-5-21) of this chapter may assist the 
county election board in carrying out its 
duties in accordance with rules adopted by 
the board. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.) 

3-6-5-23. Clerks, custodians, and 
other employees. - A county election 
board may appoint and at its pleasure 
remove clerks, custodians, and other em­
ployees that are necessary in the execution 
of lts powers. The county election board 
may determine the duties, rank, and sala­
ries of its appointees. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.) 

3-6-5-24. Candidate for elective of­
fice may not be appointed deputy elec­
tion commissioner or employed by 
county election board - Effect of com­
missioner or employee becoming can­
didate for elective office. - A person 
who is a candidate for elected office may 
not be: 

(1) Appointed as a deputy election 
commissioner; or 
(2) Employed by a county election 
board. 

If a deputy election commissioner or em­
ployee of a county election board becomes 
a candidate for elected office, the person 
may not continue to serve as a deputy 
election commissioner or employee of a 
county election board. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.3-1987, § 27.] 

3-6-5-25. Audit of board books. -
The books of each county election board 
shaH be audited as are the books of other 
public officials of the county. [P.L.5-1986 
§ 2.] ., 

3-6-5-26_ Power to examine persons 
under oath. - A county election board 
may examine under oath any person with 
regard to a material matter connected 
with the proper discharge of its duties. 
Any member of the board may administer 
the oath. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-5-27. Subpoena power. - A 
county election board may subpoena per­
sons and papers and compel the witnesses 
to answer under oath any questions that 
properly come before the board. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-5-28. Service of processes issued 
by board. - The sheriff of a county, for a 
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general election, and the chief law enforce­
ment officer of a municipality, for a munic­
ipal election, shall serve all processes 
issued by a county election board. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-5-29. Judicial enforcement of 
subpoenas - Contempt. - If a person 
subpoenaed by a county election board 
refuses to attend or testify, the board shall 
report that fact to a circuit or superior 
court of the county. The court shall order 
the witness to attend and testify. If the 
witness fails or refuses to obey the order, 
the witness shall be held in contempt. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-5-30. Mileage and fees of sub­
poenaed witnesses. - A witness who is 
subpoenaed by a county election board is 
entitled to be paid the same mileage and 
fee to which witnesses in court actions are 
entitled. Mileage and fees shall be paid as 
other election expenses are paid. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-5-31. Investigation of election 
law violations - Referral of matters to 
attorney general or prosecuting attor­
ney. - If a county election board deter­
mines that there is substantial reason to 
believe an election law violation has oc­
curred, it shall expeditiously make an 
investigation. If in the judgment of the 
board, after affording due notice and an 
opportunity for a hearing, a person has 
engaged or is about to engage in an act or 
practice that constitutes or will constitute 
a violation of a provision of this title or of a 
rule or order issued under this title, the 
board shall take the action it considers 
appropriate under the circumstances, in­
cluding referring the matter to the attor­
ney general or the appropriate prosecuting 
attorney. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-5-32. Civil actions by attorney 
general or prosecuting attorney. -
Upon referral under section 31 [IC 
3-6-5-31] of this chapter, the attorney 
general or prosecuting attorney shall insti­
tute on behalf of the state a civil action for 
relief, including a permanent or temporary 
injunction, restraining order I or other ap­
propriate order in a circuit or superior 
court in the county in which the person is 
found, resides, or transacts business. Upon 
a proper showing that the person has 
engaged or is about to engage in the act or 
practice described by section 31 of this 
chapter, the court shall grant a permanent 
or temporary injunction, restraining order, 
or other order without bond. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2.] 

3-6-5-33. County and municipal law 
enforcement officers to assist board. -
The county sheriff, the chief law enforce­
ment officer of a municipality within the 
county, and other law enforcement officers 
shall assist a county election board, upon 
request, in the enforcement of the election 
laws and the discharge of its duties, in­
cluding the use of police radio and tele­
phone service on election days. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 5.2 

COMBINED COUNTY ELECTION 
BOARD AND BOARD OF 

REGISTRATION 

3-6-5.2-1. Applicability to Lake County. 
3-6-5.2-2. "Combined board" defined. 
3-6-5.2-3. Combined board established. 
3·6·5.2·4. Members. 
3-6-5.2-5. Compensation. 
3-6-5.2-6. Powers and duties. 
3-6-5.2-7. Chief Deputy - Assistant chief deputy. 

3-6-5.2-1. Applicability to Lake 
County. - This chapter applies to a 
county having a population of more than 
four hundred thousand (400,000) but less 
than seven hundred thousand (700,000). 
[P.L.3-1993, § 16.] 

3-6-5.2-2. "Combined board" de­
fined. - As used in this chapter, "com­
bined board" refers to the combined county 
election board and board of registration 
established by section 3 [IC 3-6-5.2-3] of 
this chapter. [P.L.3-1993, § 16.] 

3-6-5.2-3. Combined board estab­
lished. - The combined county election 
board and board of registration is estab­
lished and shall be known as the 
_____ (name of county) combined 
county election board and board of regis­
tration. [P.L.3-1993, § 16.] 

3-6-5.2-4. Members. - The combined 
board is comprised of the following five (5) 
members: 

(1) The county chairmen of the major 
political parties of the county shall 
each appoint two (2) members of the 
board. Members of the board ap­
pointed under this subdivision must 
be voters of the county and serve a 
term of two (2) years or until their 
successors are appointed. 
(2) The circuit court clerk, who is an 
ex officio member of the board. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 16.] 
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3-6-5.2-5. Compensation. Each 
member of the combined board shall be 
paid an annual salary of not less than ten 
thousand dollars ($10,000). The salaries of 
the board members shall be fixed in the 
manner prescribed by IC 36-2-5 or IC 
36-3-6 and paid out of the county general 
fund in accordance with IC 3-5-3-1 as other 
election expenses are paid. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 16.] 

3-6-5.2-6. Powers and duties. - The 
combined board has all of the powers and 
duties given in this title to the following: 

(1) The county election board. 
(2) The board of registration. 
lP.L.3-1993, § 16.] 

3-6-5.2-7. Chief deputy - Assistant 
chief deputy. - (a) The combined board 
may vest day to day operations in a chief 
deputy of the combined board and in an 
assistant chief deputy of the combined 
board. 

(b) The chief deputy of the combined 
board is appointed by the county chairman 
of the political party whose nominee re­
ceived the highest number of votes in the 
county for secretary of state in the last 
election. 

(c) The assistant chief deputy of the 
combined board is appointed by the county 
chairman of the political party whose 
nominee received the second highest num­
ber of votes in the county for secretary of 
state in the last election. 

(d) The chief deputy of the combined 
board shall receive an annual salary of not 
less than the salary of other chief deputies 
in the county. The assistant chief deputy 
shall receive an annual salary of not less 
than two thousand dollars ($2,000) less 
than the salary of the chief deputy. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 16.] 

CHAPTER 6 

PRECINCT ELECTION OFFICERS 

SECTION. 
3-S-6-l. Precinct election board - Establishment­

Composition. 
3-6-6-2. Poll clerks - Appointment - Political 

affiliation. 
3-6-6-3. Assistant poll clerks - Appointment -

Political affiliation. 
3-6-6-4. Resolution designating precincts of assis­

tant poll clerks. 
3-6-6-5. Election sheriffs - Appointment - Politi­

cal affiliation. 
3-6-6-B. Absenlee voting by inspector, judge, poll 

clerk, assistant poll clerk, or elec­
tion sheriff. 

3-6-6-7. Persons ineligible to serve as precinct elec­
tion officer. 

3-6-6-B. Nomination of election inspector. 

SECTION. 

3·6-6-9. Nomination of precinct election officers by 
county political party chairman. 

3-6-6-10. Filing of precinct election officer nomina­
tions. 

3-6-6-11. Properly nominated voters to be appointed 
precinct election officer. 

3-6-6-12. Removal and disqualification of precinct 
election board members. 

3-6-6-13. Filling vacancies in precinct of election 
offices occurring prior to poll 
openings. 

3-6-6-14. Filling vacancies in precinct election offices 
during election day. 

3-6-6-15. Appointments made pursuant to IC 
3-6-6-14 - Notification to county 
election board - Powers and du­
ties of appointee. 

3-6-6-16. Appointments made pursuant to IC 
3-6-6-14 - Confirmation or re­
moval and replacement by county 
election board. 

3-6-6-17. Appointee under IC 3-6-6-14 - Vacation of 
office and transfer to persons ap­
pointed pursuant to 3-6-6-16. 

3-6-6-18. Appointees pursuant to IC 3-6-6-14 and 
3-6-6-16 - Necessity of oath. 

3-6-6-19. Election inspectors - Taking of oath -
Administration of oath to other 
precinct election officers. 

3-6-6-20. Absence of person to administer inspector's 
oath of office - Procedure. 

3-6-6-21. Oath - Written or printed - Signature by 
person taking and administering. 

3-6-6-22. Jurat to be attached to oath - Oath to be 
attached to poll list - Oath and 
jurat to be filed with clerk's office. 

3-6-6-23. Inspector's and judge's oath - Form. 
3-6-6-24. Poll clerk's and assistant pon clerk's oath 

form. 
3-6-6-25. Election day per diem. 
3-6-6-26. Additional compensation of inspector. 
3-6-6-26.5. Compensation of election workers. 
3-6-6-27. Fixing of compensation under IC 3-6-6-25 

and 3·6·6·26. 
3-6-6-28. Compliance with Ie 3-12-2-7 prerequisite to 

compensation under IC 3-6-6-25 
and 3-6-6-26 - Violation of IC 
3-12-2-7 bars further selection as 
member of precinct election 
board. 

3-6-6-29. Exceptions to IC 3-6-6-28 for violations of 
IC 3·12·2-7. 

3-6-6-30. Determination of challenges and other mat­
ters by precinct election board -
Duties of judges. 

3-6-6-31. Meals or meal allowances for precinct elec­
tion officers - Alcoholic bever­
ages prohibited. 

3-6-6-32. Duties of assistant poll clerks during paper 
ballot voting - Initialing of paper 
ballots by poll clerks and assis­
tant poll clerks. 

3-6-6-33. Assistant poll clerks to assist poll clerks in 
tallying votes - Signature of 
election returns and other certifi­
cates. 

3-6-6-34. Duties of poll clerks and assistant poll 
clerks in precincts using paper 
ballots and either voting ma­
chines or ballot card or electronic 
voting systems. 
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SECTION. 

3·6·6-35. Duties of election sheriff. 
3·6-6-36. Law enforcement officers restricted from 

. vicinity of polls. 

3-6-6-1. Precinct election board -
Establishment - Composition. - Ex­
cept as otherwise provided by law, each 
county election board shall appoint a pre­
cinct election board for each precinct in the 
county. A precinct election board consists 
of: 

(1) One (1) inspector; and 
(2) Two (2) judges of opposite political 
parties; 

each of whom must be a voter of the 
county. The inspector shall serve as the 
chairman of the precinct election board. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-6-2. Poll clerks - Appointment 
- Political affiliation. - Each county 
election board shall appoint two (2) poll 
clerks for each precinct in the county. The 
poll clerks must be of opposite political 
parties and must be voters of the county. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-6-3. Assistant poll clerks - Ap­
pointment - Political affiliation. - (a) 
Each county election board may appoint 
two (2) assistant poll clerks in each pre­
cinct. 

(b) Except as provided in subsection (c), 
the assistant poll clerks must be of oppo­
site political parties and must be voters of 
the county. 

(c) The county election board may per­
mit a person who is not a voter to be an 
assistant poll clerk if the person is: 

(1) At least sixteen (16) years of age, 
but not more than seventeen (17) 
years of age; and 
(2) A resident of the county. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1987, § 28; 
P.LA-1991, § 15.] 

3-6-6-4. Resolution designating pre­
cincts of assistant poll clerks. - A 
county election board shall adopt a written 
resolution at least three (3) weeks before 
election day designating the precincts for 
which assistant clerks are to be appointed. 
The county election board shall file a copy 
of the resolution in the office of the circuit 
court clerk and shall mail copies to the 
county chairmen of the major political 
parites of the county. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-6-5. Election sheriffs - Ap­
pointment - Political aff'IJiation. - (a) 
Except as provided in subsection (b), each 
county election board shall appoint two (2) 
election sheriffs for each precinct in the 

county. The sheriffs must be of opposite 
political parties and must be voters of the 
county . 

(b) The county election board may adopt 
a resolution providing that the judges of 
each precinct that: 

(1) Is located in the county; and 
(2) Will contain not more than two 
hundred fifty (250) registered voters 
on general election day; 

shall perform the duties and have the 
rights of the election sheriffs of the pre­
cinct. This resolution remains in effect 
until repealed by the county election 
board. [p.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1993, § 17.1 

3-6-6-6. Absentee voting by inspec­
tor, judge, poll clerk, assistant poll 
clerk, or election sheriff. - Each inspec­
tor, judge, poll clerk, assistant poll clerk, 
and election sheriff who is not a resident of 
the precinct is entitled to vote by absentee 
ballot. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.1 

3-6-6-7. Persons ineligible to serve 
as precinct election officer. - A person 
is not eligible to serve as a precinct 
election officer if the person: 

(1) Is unable to read, write, and speak 
the English language; 
(2) Has any property bet or wagered 
on the result of the election; 
(3) Is a candidate to be voted for at the 
election, except as an unopposed can­
didate for a precinct committeeman or 
state convention delegate; or 
(4) Is the spouse, parent, father-in­
law, mother-in-law, child, son-in-law, 
daughter-in-law, grandparent, grand­
child, brother, sister, brother-in-law, 
sister-in-law, uncle, aunt, nephew, 
niece, or first cousin of a candidate or 
declared write-in candidate to be 
voted for at the election, except an 
unopposed candidate. This subdivision 
disqualifies a person whose relation­
ship to the candidate is the result of 
birth, marriage, or adoption. This sub­
division does not disqualify a person 
who is the spouse of a first cousin of 
the candidate. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.3-1987, § 29; P.L.5-1989, § 8; 
P.LA-1991, § 16; P.L.3-1993, § 18.] 

3-6-6-8. Nomination of election in­
spector. - The county chairman of the 
major political party whose candidate for 
the office of secretary of state received the 
highest vote in the county at the last 
election may nominate a voter for the 
office of inspector. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-6-9. Nomination of precinct 
election officers by county political 
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party chairman. - The county chairmen 
of the major political parties of a county 
may nominate voters for the following 
precinct election offices: 

(1) Judge. 
(2) Poll clerk. 
(3) Assistant poll clerk. 
(4) Election sheriff. 

[P.L.5-1986, ~ 2.) , 

3-6-6-10. Filing of precinct election 
officer nominations. - A county chair­
man may make nominations for precinct 
election offices by filing the nominations 
in writing with the circuit court clerk no 
later than noon fourteen (14) days before 
the election. [P.L.5-1986, ~ 2; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 30; P.L.1O-1988, § 9.) 

3-6-6-11. Properly nominated voters 
to be appointed precinct election offi­
cer. - A county election board shall 
appoint the voters who are nominated for 
precinct election offices by the county 
chairmen. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.) 

3-6-6-12. Removal and disq ualifica­
tion of precinct election board mem­
bers. - A county election board shall 
remove a member of a precinct election 
board and declare the office vacant if at 
any time before or during an election the 
county election board is notified by the 
affidavit of two (2) or more voters of the 
precinct that the member is not qualified. 
If the disqualified member has taken the 
oath of office required by this chapter, the 
circuit court clerk shall attach the oath to 
the poll list and shall place the affidavit 
and.oath before the next grand jury of the 
county. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 31.1 

3-6-6-13. Filling vacancies in pre­
cinct of election offices occurring prior 
to poll openings. - A county election 
board shall fill a vacancy in a precinct 
election office before the hour set for the 
opening of the polls, upon the nomination 
of the appropriate county chairman. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.) 

3-6-6-14. Filling vacancies in pre­
cinct election offices during election 
day. - (a) This section does not apply to a 
vacancy in the office of election sheriff in a 
precinct that is subject to a resolution 
adopted under section 5 [lC 3-6-6-5) of this 
chapter. 

(b) If a precinct election officer falls to 
appear at the hour set for the opening of 
the polls, or if a precinct election office 
becomes vacant during election day, the 
remaining members of the precinct elec-

tion board shall fill the vacancy upon the 
nomination of the highest ranking pre­
cinct election officer whose political party 
is the same as that required for the holder 
of the office to be filled. 

(c) For the purpose of these nomina­
tions, the rank of precinct election officers 
is as follows: 

(1) Inspector. 
(2) Judge. 
(3) Election sheriff. 
(4) Poll clerk. 
(5) Assistant poll clerk. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1993, § 19.) 

3-6-6-15. Appointments made pur­
suant to IC 3-6-6-14 - Notification to 
county election board - Powers and 
duties of appointee. - An inspector 
shall immediately notify the county elec­
tion board of an appointment made under 
section 14 [IC 3-6-6-14) of this chapter. 
The appointee shall hold the office' and 
exercise the powers and duties of the office 
subject to confirmation or removal by the 
county election board. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.) 

3-6-6-16. Appointments made pur­
suant to IC 3-6-6-14 - Confirmation or 
removal and replacement by county 
election board. - Upon notification that 
a vacancy has been filled by a precinct 
election board under section 14 [lC 
3-6-6-14) of this chapter, a county election 
board shall: 

(1) Upon written approval of the ap­
propriate county chairman, confirm 
the appointment by issuance of proper 
credentials to the precinct election 
officer so appointed and approved; or 
(2) Upon nomination by the appropri­
ate county chairman, appoint a quali­
fied person to replace the officer then 
serving, in which case the officer ap­
pointed by the county election board 
shall be issued proper credentials. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.J 

3-6-6-17. Appointee under IC 
3-6-6-14 - Vacation of office and trans­
fer to persons a'l'pointed pursuant to 
IC 3-6-6-16. - I the authorized holder 
presents credentials issued under section 
16 [IC 3-6-6-16) of this chapter to the 
precinct election board, the person holding 
office under appointment by the ,precinct 
election board shall vacate the office and 
deliver to the office to the person entitled 
to it. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.) 

3-6-6-18. Appointees pursuant to IC 
3-6-6-14 and 3-6-6-16 - Necessity of 
oath. - A person appointed to a precinct 
election office by a precinct election board 



3-6-6-19 INDIANA ELECTION CODE 46 

or by a county election board may not 
assume the duties of inspector or judge 
until that person has taken the oath 
required by section 19 [IC 3-6-6-19) of this 
chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.) 

3-6-6-19. Election inspectors - Tak­
ing of oath - Administration of oath to 
other precinct election officers. - Be­
fore the polls are opened in a precinct, the 
inspector shall: 

(1) Take an oath to faithfully dis­
charge the inspector's duties; and 
(2) Administer an oath to the judges, 
poll clerks, assistant poll clerks, and 
election sheriffs that they will faith­
fully discharge their duties. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.) 

3-6-6-20. Absence of person to ad­
minister. inspector's oath of office -
Procedure. - If no person present is 
authorized by law to administer an oath of 
office under section 19 [IC 3-6-6-19) of this 
chapter, the inspector shall administer the 
oath to the judges, and one of the judges 
shall then administer the oath to the 
inspector. After the organization of the 
precinct election board, the inspector may 
administer all oaths required in the dis­
charge of duties. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.) 

3-6-6-21. Oath - Written or printed 
- Signature by person taking and 
administering. - All oaths required by 
this chapter must: 

(1) Be written or printed; and 
(2) Be signed by the person taking the 
oath before a person authorized by law 
to administer oaths and before the 
precinct election board. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2.) 

3-6-6-22. Jurat to be attached to 
oath - Oath to be attached to poll list 
- Oath and jurat to be filed with 
clerk's office. - The person administer­
ing an oath under this chapter shall attach 
the rerson's jurat to the oath. The oath 
shal be attached to the poll list and both 
documents returned to the circuit court 
clerk's office. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.) 

3-6-6-23. Inspector's and judge's 
oath - Form. - The oath prescribed for 
inspectors and judges must be in the 
following form: 

STATE OF INDIANA 
ss: 

COUNTYOF __ _ 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) the 
following: 

(1) I will support the Constitution of 
the United States and the Constitu­
tion of the State of Indiana. 
(2) I will faithfully and impartially 
discharge the duties of inspector (or 
judge) of election assigned by law. 
(3) I will not knowingly permit any 
person to vote who is not qualified and 
will not knowingly refuse the vote of 
any qualified voter or cause any delay 
to any person offering to vote other 
than is necessary to procure satisfac­
tory information of the qualification of 
that person as a voter. 
(4) I am now a bona fide resident of 
the county in which the precinct in 
which I am to act as a member of the 
election board is situated and am a 
qualified voter of that county. 
(5) I will not disclose or communicate 
to any person how any voter has voted 
at this election or how any ballot has 
been folded or marked. 
(6) I am able to read, write, and speak 
the English language. 
(7) I have no property bet or wagered 
on the result of this election. 
(8) I am not a candidate to be voted 
for at this election, except as an unop­
posed candidate for a political party 
office. 
(9) I am not related to any person to 
be voted for at this election as the 
spouse, parent, father-in-law, mother­
in-law, child, son-in-law, daughter-in­
law, grandparent, grandchild, brother, 
sister, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, 
uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, or first 
cousin of that person, unless that 
person is an unopposed candidate. 
(10) If an inspector, I will complete 
the Polling Place Accessibility Survey 
Form included in my election mate­
rial. I waive any claim to the payment 
of compensation or any per diem if I 
fail to complete this report and prop­
erly. return the report to the county 
election board. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 
...... day ...... of ...... , ..... [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2; P.L.3-1987, § 32; P.L.5-1989, § 9; 
P.L.3-1993, § 20.] 

3-6-6-24. Poll clerk's and assistant 
poll clerk's oath form. - The oath 
prescribed for poll clerks and assistant poll 
clerks must be in the following form: 

STATE OF INDIANA ) 
) ss: 

COUNTY OF.............. ) 
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I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 
I will faithfully and honestly dis­
charge my duties as clerk (or assis-
tant clerk) of the election in ...... . 
precinct and ....... ward (or ...... . 
township) in ........... County, Indi-
ana, and that I will not disclose or 
communicate to any person how any 
voter voted or how any ballot was 
folded or marked. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this ....... day of ....... , ........... . 

[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-6-25. Election day per diem. -
(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), 
each inspector, judge, poll clerk, assistant 
poll clerk, and election sheriff is entitled to 
a per diem of at least thirty dollars ($30) 
for the performance of all the duties of 
office imposed on the person by this title 
that are performed on election day. 

(b) An inspector who fails to complete a 
Polling Place Accessibility Survey Form 
provided by the county election board and 
required under the Federal Voting Acces­
sibility for the Elderly and Handicapped 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1973ee) for the inspector's 
precinct or to properly return the Polling 
Place Accessibility Survey Form to the 
county election board may not be paid a 
per. diem under this ?ection. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2, P.L.4-1991, § 17, P.L.3-1993, § 21.] 

3-6-6-26. Additional compensation 
of inspector. - (a) Except as provided in 
subsection (b), in addition to the compen­
sation required under section 25 [IC 
3-6-6-25] of this chapter, an inspector may 
be paid an amount not exceeding: 

(1) Fifteen dollars ($15) for the in­
spector's services in calling at the 
circuit court clerk's office for the pre­
cinct election supplies; and 
(2) Fifteen dollars ($15) for the in­
spector's services in the return of the 
precinct election supplies to the clerk's 
office; 

regardless of whether these services are 
rendered before, on, or after election day. 

(b) An inspector who fails to complete a 
Polling Place Accessibility Survey Form 
provided by the county election board and 
required under the Federal Voting Acces­
sibility for the Elderly and Handicapped 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1973ee) for the inspector's 
precinct or to properly return the Polling 

Place Accessibility Survey Form to the 
county election board may not be paid any 
compensation under this section. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1993, § 22.] 

3-6-6-26.5. Compensation of election 
workers. - (a) This section applies to 
election workers subject to federal Social 
Security withholding. 

(b) The circuit court clerk may compen­
sate an election worker for the amount 
withheld for federal Social Security. 
[P.L.10-1992, § 1.] 

3-6-6-27. Fixing of compensation 
under IC 3-6-6-25 and 3-6-6-26. - The 
county executive shall fix the compensa­
tion paid under sections 25 and 26 [IC 
3-6-6-25 and 3-6-6-26] of this chapter for 
all elections except municipal elections 
held by towns under IC 3-10-7. The fiscal 
body of a town holding a municipal elec­
tion under IC 3-10,7 shall fix the compen­
sation paid under sections 25 and 26 of this 
chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-6-28. Compliance with IC 
3-12-2-7 prereqUIsite to compensation 
under IC 3-6-6-25 and 3-6-6-26 - Viola­
tion of IC 3-12-2-7 bars further selec­
tion as member of precinct election 
board. - A member of a precinct election 
board is entitled to compensation under 
sections 25 and 26 [IC 3-6-6-25 and 
3-6-6-26] of this chapter only if the mem­
ber complies with the requirements of IC 
3-12-2-7. A person who violates IC 
3-12-2-7, as determined by the county 
election board, may not be selected to 
serve as a member of a precinct election 
board in the county where the person 
committed the violation for five (5) years 
after the date of the violation. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2.] 

3-6-6-29. Excertions to IC 3-6-6-28 
for violations 0 IC 3-12-2-7. - If a 
county election board unanimously deter­
mines, after a public hearing, that there 
was good cause for a violation of IC 
3-12-2-7, then the restrictions on compen­
sation and subsequent membership On a 
precinct election board prescribed by sec­
tion 28 [IC 3-6-6-28] of this chapter do not 
apply. However, the county election board 
must make such a determination as 'its' 
first order of business at its first meeting 
after the election at which the violation 
occurred. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-6-30. Determination of chal­
lenges and other matters by precinct 
election board - Duties of judges. -
Each precinct election board shall deter-
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mine all questions of challenge and all 
other matters coming before the board. If 
necessary, the judges shall assist the in­
spector and poll clerks in the performance 
of their duties. Subject to IC 3-11-9, the 
judges shall also assist and instruct voters 
when assistance is requested. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2; P.L.3-1987, § 33.] 

3-6-6-31. Meals or meal allowances 
for precinct election officers - Alco­
holic beverages prohibited. - (a) Each 
inspector shall have the precinct election 
officers furnished with good, plain, and 
substantial meals, at the regular hours for 
meals, throughout the day until their work 
is finished. Alcoholic beverages may not be 
furnished. 

(b) If the county legislative body (as 
defined in IC 36-1-2-9) adopts an ordinance 
to provide meal allowances, each precinct 
election officer is entitled to a meal allow­
ance instead of the meals provided under 
subsection (a). The ordinance must state 
the amount of the meal allowance to be 
provided. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 34.] 

3-6-6-32. Duties of assistant poll 
clerks during paper ballot voting -
Initialing of paper ballots by poll 
clerks and assIstant poll clerks. - If a 
precinct has both poll clerks and assistant 
poll clerks and the voting is entirely done 
by paper ballot, the assistant poll clerks 
shall perform the same duties required of 
the poll clerks regarding the initialing and 
giving out of the ballots and pencils when 
required to do so. However, it is necessary 
for only the two (2) poll clerks or assistant 
poll clerks giving out a ballot to place their 
initials on the back of the ballot, although 
the poll clerks or assistant poll clerks must 
be of opposite political parties. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1987, § 35.] 

3-6-6-33. Assistant poll clerks to as­
sist poll clerks in tallying votes -
Signature of election returns and other 
certificates. - After the close of the polls, 
the assistant poll clerks shall assist the 
poll clerks in tallying the votes under the 
direction of the precinct election board. 
However, the election returns or other 
certificates required to be signed by the 
poll clerks need not be signed by the 
assistant poll clerks. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-6-34. Duties of poll clerks and 
assistant poll clerks in precincts using 
paper ballots and either voting ma­
chines or hallot card or electronic 
voting systems. - In a precinct where 
the voting is by any voting and method 

except entirely by paper ballot, the poll 
clerks of the precinct shall perform all the 
duties connected with voting by voting 
machine, ballot card voting system, or 
electronic voting system, and the assistant 
poll clerks shall perform all the duties 
connected with voting by paper ballot. It is 
necessary for only the two (2) assistant 
poll clerks to place their initials on the 
back of the paper ballots. The poll clerks 
shall tally the vote cast by paper ballot, 
and they alone shall sign the election 
certificates and returns. However, the pre­
cinct election board may call upon the 
assistant poll clerks to assist the poll 
clerks in any of their duties. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2; P.L.3-1987, § 36.] 

3-6-6-35. Duties of election sheriff. 
- Each election sheriff shall: 

(1) Attend the polls in the appointed 
precinct from the opening of the polls 
to the conclusion of the count; 
(2) Preserve order at the polls; 
(3) Enforce the election laws under 
the direction of the precinct election 
board; and 
(4) Make arrests on the demand of a 
member of the precinct election board­
or on affidavit, as provided in this 
title. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-6-36. Law enforcement officers 
restricted from vicinity of polls. - (a) 
As used in this section, "law enforcement 
officer" means a: 

(1) Police officer; 
(2) Sheriff; 
(3) Constable; 
(4) Marshal; or 
(5) A deputy of any of those persons. 

(b) Law enforcement officers of the state 
and of political subdivisions may not come 
within fifty (50) feet of the polls, except: 

(1) To serve process of court; 
(2) To vote; 
(3) When summoned by the election 
sheriffs; or 
(4) To serve as a pollbook holder. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1987, § 37.] 

CHAPTER 7 

CHALLENGERS AND POLLBOOK HOLDERS 

SECTION. 

3-6-?-1. Appointment - Age qualification - Ap­
pointments to be in writing -
Only one challenger and one poll­
book holder to be present at polls. 

3-6-7-1.5. Candidates ineligible for appointment. 
3-6-7-2. Right to stand next to chute - Identifica­

tion card may be requested. 
3-6-7-3. Right to vote by absentee ballot. 
3-6-7-4. Compensation. 
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3-6-7-1. Appointment - Age qualifi­
cation - Appointments to be in writ­
ing - Only one challenger and one 
pollbook holder to be present at polls. 
- (a) Each political party or independent 
candidate may appoint challengers and 
pollbook holders for each precinct. A chal­
lenger must be at least eighteen (18) years 
of age. 

(b) The county chairman, other local 
chairman of the party, or independent 
candidate: 

(1) Must make the appointments in 
writing; and 
(2) Shall issue one (1) identification 
card for each person appointed under 
this section. 

(c) Each political party or independent 
candidate described in subsection (a) may 
have only one (1) challenger and one (1) 
pollbook holder present at each precinct's 
polls at any time during election day. The 
challenger and pollbook holder present at 
the polls must possess an identification 
card issued under subsection (b). 
[P.L.5-1986, 2; P.L.5-1989, 10; P.L.7-1990, 
§ 3; P.L.3-1993, § 23.] 

3-6-7-1.5. Candidates ineligible for 
appointment. - A candidate to be voted 
for .at an election, except as an unopposed 
candidate for precinct committeeman or 
state convention delegate, is not eligible to 
be appointed as a challenger or pollbook 
holder at an election. [P.L.4-1991, § 18.] 

3-6-7-2. Right to stand next to chute 
- Identification card may be re­
quested. - A challenger or pollbook 
holder is entitled to stand at the sides of 
the chute next to the entrance to the polls. 
If demanded by a member of the precinct 
election board, a challenger or pollbook 
holder shall produce the identification 
card issued by the chairman under section 
l(b) [IC 3-6-7-l(b)] of this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.5-1989, § 11.] 

3-6-7-3. Right to vote by absentee 
ballot. - A challenger or pollbook holder 
who is not a resident of the precinct is 
entitled to vote by absentee ballot. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-7-4. Compensation. - A chal­
lenger or pollbook holder is not entitled to 
compensation for services except from the 
political party making the appointment. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

CHAPTER 8 

WATCHERS FOR POLITICAL PARTIES 
AND INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES 

SECTION. 
3-6-8-1. Parties entitled to appoint watchers -

Only one watcher to be present at 
polls. 

3-6-8-2. Candidates ineligible for appointment. 
3-6-8-3. Identification card of watchers - Identifi­

cation card may be requested -
Signature by county party chair­
man. 

3-6-8-4. Rights of watchers. 
3-6-8-5. Certificates of vote summaries. 
3-6-8-6. Report of election law violation. 

3-6-8-1. Parties entitled to appoint 
watchers - Only one watcher to be 
present at polls. - (a) Each bona fide 
political party or an independent candi­
date for a federal or a state office is 
entitled to appoint watchers at each pre­
cinct. 

(b) At any time during election day, 
each political party or an independent 
candidate for a federal or a state office may 
have only one (1) watcher present at each 
precinct's polls. fP.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.5-1989, § 12; P.L.3-1993, § 24.] . 

3-6-8-2. Candidates ineligible for 
appointment. - A candidate to be voted 
for at an election, except as an unopposed 
candidate for precinct committeeman or 
state convention delegate, is not eligible to 
be appointed as a watcher at an election. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.4-1991, § 19.] 

3-6-8-3. Identification card of 
watchers - Identification card may be 
requested - Signature by county 
party chairman. - (a) A watcher present 
at the polls must possess an identification 
card issued under this section and present 
the card if demanded by a member of the 
precinct election board. 

(b) The county chairman or chairman of 
the committee of the independent candi­
date for a federal or a state office: 

(1) Must 'appoint each watcher in 
wri ti ng; and 
(2) Shall issue one (1) watcher identi­
fication card for each person appointed 
as a watcher. 

(c) The identification card must be 
signed by the county chairman of the party 
or chairman of the committee of the inde­
pendent candidate for a federal or a state 
office that the watcher represents. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.5-1989, § 13; 
P.L.7-1990, § 4; P.L.3-1993, § 25.) 
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3-6-8-4. Rights of watchers. - A 
watcher appointed under this chapter is 
en titled to: 

(1) Enter the polls at least thirty (30) 
minutes before the opening of the polls 
and remain there throughout election 
day until all tabulations have been 
completed; 
(2) Inspect the paper ballot boxes, 
voting machines, ballot card voting 
system, or electronic voting system 
before votes have been cast; 
(3) Inspect the work being done by 
any precinct election officer; 
(4) Enter, leave, and reenter the polls 
at any time on election day; 
(5) Witness the calling and recording 
of the votes, the reading of the totals 
from the voting machines, and any 
other proceedings of the precinct elec­
tion officers in the performance of 
official duties; 
(6) Receive a summary of the vote, 
signed by the precinct election board, 
providing: 

(A) The names of all candidates of 
the political party whose primary 
election is being observed by the 
watcher and the number of votes 
cast for each candidate; or 
(B) The names of all candidates at a 
general, municipal, or special elec­
tion and the number of votes cast for 
each candidate; 

(7) Accompany the inspector in deliv­
ering the tabulation and election re­
turns to the county election board by 
the most direct route; 
(8) Be present when the inspector 
takes a receipt for the tabulation and 
election returns delivered to the 
county election board; and 
(9) Call upon the election sheriffs to 
make arrests. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1987, § 38; 
P.L.3-1993, § 26.] 

3-6-8-5. Certificates of vote summa· 
ries. - The county election board shall 
provide blank certificates for the summa­
ries required by section 4(6) [IC 3-6-8-4(6)] 
of this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.1 

3-6-8-6. Report of election law viola­
tion. - A watcher appointed under this 
chapter shall report any violation of the 
election laws that comes to the watcher's 
attention to the county grand jury or 
prosecuting attorney. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

CHAPTER 9 

WATCHERS FOR PRIMARY, SCHOOL BOARD, 
AND PRECINCT COMMITTEEMAN 

CANDIDATES 

SECTION. 

3~6-9-1. Candidates entitled to request watchers -
Filing of written requests with 
circuit court clerk. 

3-6-9-2. Contents of written requests - Designation 
of attorney-in-fact and precincts 
where watchers desired. 

3-6-9-3. Candidate limited to one appointment of 
attorney-in-fact. 

3-6-9-4. Attorney-in-fact to file names of watchers 
with circuit court clerk. 

3-6-9-5. Certification of watchers - Rights granted 
by certification - Certification to 
state name of attorney-in-fact. 

3-6-9-6. When request for watchers may be filed. 
3-6-9-7. Circuit court clerk or deputy to be present 

during county canvassing board's 
tabulation of vote - Deputy to be 
qualified to sign credential for 
watchers. 

3-6-9-8. Watcher's entitlement to credentials -
Rights upon receipt of credentials. 

3-6-9-9. Compensation - Reports of compensation. 
3-6-9-10. Revocation of watcher's power - Forms. 
3-6-9-11. Appointment of replacement watcher upon 

discharge of previous watcher -
Powers, duties and credentials of 
substitute watcher. 

3-6-9-12. Number of watchers allowable at precinct 
polls. 

3-6-9-1. Candidates entitled to re­
quest watchers - Filing of written 
requests with circuit court clerk. - (a) 
If: 

(1) Twenty-six percent (26%) or more 
of all candidates of a political party 
who are candidates for: 

(A) Nomination to elected offices of 
a county of municipal primary elec­
tion, not including candidates for 
delegates to the state convention or 
candidates for precinct committee­
men; or 
(B) Precinct committeemen at an 
election for precinct committeemen, 
whose names are certified to the 
county election board as candidates 
to be voted for at the primary elec­
tion for precinct committeemen; or 

(2) Any candidate or group of candi­
dates for a school board office; 

desire to have watchers at the polls in any 
precinct of the county or municipality, 
they shall sign a written statement indi­
cating their desire to name watchers. 

(b) If the candidates signing the state­
ment are candidates for nomination at a 
county primary election or for election as 
precinct committeemen or to a school 
board office, the written statement shall be 
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filed with the circuit court clerk of the 
county where the candidates reside. 

(c) 1f the candidates signing the state­
ment are candidates for nomination at a 
municipal primary election, the written 
statement shall be filed with the circuit 
court clerk of the county that contains the 
greatest percentage of the population of 
the election district. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.3-1987, § 39; P.L.10-1988, § 10.] 

3-6-9-2. Contents of written re­
quests - Designation of attorney-in­
fact and precincts where watchers de­
sired. - The written statement required 
by section 1 [IC 3-6-9-1] of this chapter 
must designate: 

(1) A person to act as attorney-in-fact 
for the candidates; and 
(2) The precincts where the watchers 
are desired and where they are to 
serve. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-9-3. Candidate limited to one ap­
pointment of attorney-in-fact. - A can­
didate may not file more than one (1) 
appointment of an attorney-in-fact. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2,] 

3-6-9-4. Attorney-in-fact to file 
names of watchers with circuit court 
clerk. - An attorney-in-fact designated 
under section 2 [IC 3-6-9-2] of this chapter 
shall file with the circuit court clerk the 
names of the voters of the county or 
municipality who are to act as watchers in 
the precincts designated in the written 
statement. The attorney-in-fact may cer­
tify watchers from voters of the county or 
municipality without regard to frecinct 
boundary lines. [P.L.5-1986, § 2. 

3-6-9-5. Certification of watchers -
Rights granted by certification - Cer­
tification to state name of attorney-in­
fact. - When the attorney-in-fact has 
certified the names of the watchers in 
writing under section 4 [IC 3-6-9-4] of this 
chapter to the circuit court clerk, the clerk 
shall immediately issue certificates to the 
persons named. The certificates entitle the 
watchers to go to the precincts designated 
in the statement. Each watcher's creden­
tials must state the name of the attorney­
in-fact who certified the watcher to the 
clerk. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-9-6. When request for watchers 
may be filed. - The written statement 
required by section 1 [IC 3-6-9-1] of this 
chapter may be filed with the circuit court 
clerk at any time until the official returns 
and ballots of the precincts have been 

delivered to the county election board. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1993, § 27.] 

3-6-9-7. Circuit court clerk or dep­
uty to be present during county elec­
tion board's tabulation of vote - Dep­
uty to be qualified to sign credential 
for watchers. - If the circuit court clerk 
is not present with the county election 
board, the clerk shall keep at least one (1) 
deputy in the room with the board at all 
times until the tabulation of the vote is 
final. The deputy must be qualified and 
ready to sign credentials for watchers 
when requests for the credentials have 
been properly filed. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.3-1993, § 28.J 

3-6-9-8. Watcher's entitlement to 
credentials - Rights upon receipt of 
credentials. - A watcher is entitled to 
credentials immediately upon request. 
Upon receipt of credentials, a watcher may 
proceed to the precinct at any time and 
proceed with the discharge of the watcher's 
duties. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.J 

3-6-9-9. Compensation - Reports of 
compensation. - A watcher may serve 
without compensation or for the compensa­
tion that the candidate or any group of 
candidates may pay. A person may con­
tribute toward the compensation of the 
watchers by paying their contributions to 
the attorney-in-fact. The attorney-in-fact 
shall, within thirty (30) days after the 
primary election, make a report under 
oath to the circuit court clerk of all contri­
butions received and expended by the 
attorney-in-fact. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.3-1987, § 40.] 

3-6-9-10. Revocation of watcher's 
power - Forms. - The circuit court 
clerk shall immediately revoke the power 
of a watcher when requested by the attor­
ney-in-fact to discharge the watcher. The 
clerk shall provide forms for the purpose of 
requesting the discharge of a watcher. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-9-11. Appointment of replace­
ment watcher upon discharge of previ­
ous watcher - Powers, duties and 
credentials of substitute watcher. -
Upon discharge of a watcher under section 
10 [IC 3-6-9-10] of this chapter, the circuit 
court clerk shall immediately appoint an­
other watcher named by the attorney-in­
fact. The new watcher has the same 
powers and duties as the watcher origi­
nally appointed and is entitled to creden­
tials from the clerk. The credentials must 
state the name of the person whose creden-
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tials have been revoked. When the new 
watcher receives the credentials, the du­
ties of the previous watcher immediately 
terminate. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-9-12. Number of watchers allow­
able at precinct polls. - Only one (1) 
watcher representing a candidate or group 
of candidates may enter or be in the polls 
for a precinct at the same time, but 
watchers representing different groups 
may be in the polls at the same time. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1987, § 41.] 

CHAPTER 10 

WATCHERS FOR THE MEDIA 

SECTION. 

3·6·10·1. Media entitled to appoint watchers. 
3-6-10·2. List of appointed watchers - Preparation 

and signature. 
3-6-10-3. Time and place to which list is to be filed. 
3-6-10-4. Ie 3-6-10-2 and 3-6-10·3 inapplicable to 

persons regularly employed by 
the media. 

3-6-10-5. Watcher identification card - Restriction 
on activity of watchers. 

3-6-10-6. Watchers in more than one county -
Identification card. 

3-6-10-1. Media entitled to appoint 
watchers. - The following media may 
appoint in writing one (1) watcher for each 
precinct: 

(1) Each daily, weekly, or semiweekly 
newspaper of general circulation in 
the county where an election is held. 
(2) Each news service operating in the 
county where an election is held. 
(3) Each radio or television station 
operating in the county where an 
election is held. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.3-1987, § 42.] 

3-6-10-2. List of appointed watchers 
- Preparation and signature. - A list 
of all persons appointed under section 1 
[IC 3-6-10-1] of this chapter shall be pre­
pared and signed by an individual or an 
officer of the corporation owning the news­
paper, news service, radio station, or tele­
vision station. The signature must be 
verified. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 43.] 

3-6-10-3. Time and place to which 
list is to be filed. - The list required by 
section 2 of this chapter shall be furnished 
the day before election day to the follow­
ing: 

(1) The circuit court clerk. 
(2) The county election board. 

(3) The county chairman of each polit­
ical party that is entitled to appoint a 
watcher under IC 3-6-8. 
(4) The chairman of each independent 
candidate's committee that is entitled 
to appoint a watcher under IC 3-6-8. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1993, § 29.] 

3-6-10-4. IC 3-6-10-2 and 3-6-10-3 in­
applicable to persons regularly em­
ployed by the media. - Sections 2 and 3 
[IC 3-6-10-2 and 3-6-10-3] of this chapter 
do not apply to persons who are employed 
by a newspaper, news service, radio sta­
tion, or television station as their regular 
occupation. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 44.] 

3-6-10-5. Watcher identification 
card - Restriction on activity of 
watchers. - (a) Each person who acts as 
a watcher under this chapter must obtain 
a watcher identification card from the 
county election board. 

(b) Watchers appointed under this chap­
ter do not have a voice or vote in any 
proceeding of a precinct election board. 
The watchers may attend the election as 
witnesses only and shall remain silent and 
subject to the orders of the board. 

(c) Except as provided in subsection (d), 
a watcher appointed under this chapter 
may photograph the proceedings of a pre­
cinct election board. 

(d) A watcher appointed under this 
chapter may not photograph a voter: 

(1) While the voter is in the polls if 
the voter informs the precinct election 
board that the voter objects to being 
photographed by the watcher; or 
(2) In a manner that permits the 
watcher to see or know for what 
ticket, candidates, or public questions 
the voter has voted. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.3-1987, § 45; P.L.7-1990, § 5.] 

3-6-10-6. Watchers in more than one 
county - Identification card. - If a 
person desires to act as a watcher for a 
newspaper, news service, radio station, or 
television station in more than one (1) 
county in Indiana, the person must obtain 
a watcher identification card from the 
state election board. The state election 
board may adopt rules under IC 4-22-2 to 
implement this section. [P.L.3-1987, § 46.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 11 
POLL TAKERS 

3-6-11-1. Entities entitled to take polls. 
3-6-11-2. Poll taker's certificate. 
3-6-11-3. List of persons reported as voters. 
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SECTION. 

3·6-11-4. Persons to respond to poll takers - Infor­
mation to be given. 

3·6-U-5. Obtaining list of voters in boarding or 
lodging houses or condominiums 
- Voter registration. 

3-6-11-6. Contents of list required by IC 3-6-11·5. 
3-6-11-7. Time during which list pursuant to Ie 

3-6-11-5 must be retained - Ex­
amination of list by poll taker -
Violations. 

3·6-11-7.5. Use of poll list. 
3-6-11-8. Exemption from Ie 3-6-11-5 for boarders 

of three or less. 
3·6-U-9. Chapter inapplicable to armed forces 

camps and barracks. 

3-6-11-1. Entities entitled to take 
polls. - A political party, civic associa­
tion, or other organization may, at any 
time before an election, take a poll of 
voters qualified to vote at the election. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-11-2. Poll taker's certificate. -
The chairman, president, or other chief 
officer of the organization taking a poll 
under section 1 [IC 3-6-11-1] of this chap­
ter shall issue to the persons taking the 
poll a certificate showing the nature of the 
poll and the organization for which the 
poll is to be taken. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.7-1990, § 6.] 

3-6-11-3. List of rersons reported as 
voters. - Each pol taker shall make a 
full, true, and complete list of all persons 
whose names are reported as voters, with 
such comments as the poll taker considers 
proper concerning the voters' respective 
qualifications. [P.L.5-1986, § 2.] 

3-6-11-4. Persons to respond to poll 
takers - Information to be given. -
Each person who is requested to provide 
information for a poll authorized under 
section 1 [IC 3-6-11-1] of this chapter shall 
respond to the poll taker upon the exhibi­
tion of the certificate required under sec­
tion 2 [IC 3-6-11-2] of this chapter. The 
person responding shall provide all infor­
mation in the possession of the lerson 
concerning the name, residence, an other 
qualifications for voting of each person 
within the election district. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2.] 

3-6-11-5. Obtaining list of voters in 
boarding or lodging houses or condo­
miniums - Voter registration. - (a) 
This subsection does not apply to the 
proprietor or manager of a residential 
mental health facility. The proprietor or 
manager of each: 

(1) Boarding house; 

(2) Lodging house; 
(3) Residential building; 
(4) Apartment; or 
(5) Other place within which persons 
are lodged; 

shall maintain a complete and accurate 
list of all residents so domiciled during the 
period beginning seventy (70) days before 
each election and ending fifty (50) days 
before the election. 

(b) The proprietor, manager, or associa­
tion of co-owners of a condominium (as 
defined in IC 32-1-6) shall maintain a 
complete and accurate list of all residents 
of the condominium during the period 
beginning seventy (70) days before each 
election and ending fifty (50) days before 
the election. 

(c) A poll taker for a political party or 
an independent candidate for a federal or a 
state office, after presenting the poll 
taker's certificate of appointment issued 
under IC 3-7-2-15, is entitled to enter a 
place described in subsection (a) or a 
condominium during reasonable hours to 
take a poll of residents and perform voter 
registration if the poll taker is a deputy 
registration officer. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; 
P.L.7-1990, § 7; P.L.4-1991, § 20; 
P.L.3-1993, § 30.] 

3-6-11-6. Contents of list required 
by IC 3-6-11-5. - The list required by 
section 5 [IC 3-6-11-5] of this chapter must 
state the following: 

(1) Name and address (including 
apartment, room, or unit number) of 
each person residing: 

(A) At the place of lodging listed in 
section 5(a) [IC 3-6-11-5(a)] of this 
chapter; or 
(B) In the condominium. 

(2) Address of each vacant place of 
lodging or living unit of the condomin­
ium. [P.L.5-1986, § 2; P.L.4-1991, 
§ 21.] 

3-6-11-7. Time during which list 
pursuant to IC 3-6-11-5 must be re­
tained - Examination of list by poll 
taker - Violations. - (a) The proprietor, 
manager, or association of co-owners shall 
retain the list required ·by section 5 [lC 
3-6-11-5] of this chapter for at least forty 
(40) days after the election. 

(b) The list required by section 5 of this 
chapter shall be submitted to each poll 
taker for examination within ten (10) days 
after a request. The proprietor, manager, 
or association and the poll taker may 
agree that the list will be mailed to the 
poll taker or will be available at the place 
of lodging or condominium. If no agree­
ment can be reached, the list shall be made 



3-6-11-7.5 INDIANA ELECTION CODE 54 

available at the place of lodging or the 
condominium. 

(c) If the proprietor, manager, or associ-
ation of co-owners does not: 

(1) Permit a poll taker for a political 
party or an independent candidate for 
a federal or a state office to enter the 
place or condominium under section 
5(c) [IC 3-6-11-5(c)] of this chapter; 
(.2) Maintain a complete and accurate 
list as required under section 5 of this 
chapter; or 
(3) Provide the list required under 
this section to a political party upon 
request; 

the chairman of the county election board 
of the county in which the place or condo­
minium is located shall call a meeting of 
the board under IC 3-6-5. 

(d) The secretary of the county election 
board shall notify the proprietor, manager, 
or association of the meeting by certified 
mail, return receipt requested. 

(e) The county election board shall re-
ceive evidence concerning violations of 

"this section and, if the board determines 
that reasonable cause exists to believe that 
a violation has occurred, forward a copy of 
the minutes of the meeting to the prosecut­
ing attorney of the county in which the 
place or condominium is located for pro­
ceedings under IC 34-4-32. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2; P.L.7-1990, § 8; P.L.4-1991, § 22; 
P.L.3-1993, § 31.] 

3-6-11-7.5. Use of poll list. - An 
organization that takes a poll of voters 
under this chapter or a poll taker taking 
the poll may not: 

(1) Use the poll list for any purpose 
except conducting a campaign or voter 
registration; or 
(2) Give, loan, sell, or transfer the poll 
list to a person who intends to use the 
list for any purpose except conducting 
a campaign or voter registration. 

. [P.L.7-1990, § 9.] 

3-6-11-8. Exemption from IC 
3-6-11-5 for boarders of three or less. -
The keeping of three (3) or fewer persons 
as guests or lodgers in a building does not 
'constitute a building subject to section 5 
[IC 3-6-11-5] of this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2.] 

3-6-11-9. Chapter inapplicable to 
armed forces camps and barracks. -
This chapter does not apply to a camp or 
barracks maintained by or for the armed 
services of the United States. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 2.] 

ARTICLE 7 

VOTER REGISTRATION 

CHAPTER. 

1. QUALIFICATIONS FOR VOTERS, 3-7-1-1 - 3-7-1-15. 
2. REGISTRATION OFFICERS, 3-7-2-1 - 3-7-2-26. 
3. REGULAR REGISTRATION PROCEDURES, 3-7-3-1 -

3·7-3·27. 
4. SPECIAL REGISTRATION PROCEDURES FOR CERTAIN 

VOTERS IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 3-7-4-1 
- 3-7-4·7. 

4.5. ELIGIBILITY OF CERTAIN INDIANA VOTERS TO 

VOTE IN PRECINCT OF FORMER RESIDENCE, 

3-7·4.5·1 - 3·7-4.5-8. 
5. [REPEALED.] 
5.1. ABSENTEE REGISTRATION PROCEDURES, 3-7-5.1-1 

- 3-7-5.1-12. 
6. SUPPLEMENTAL VOTER REGISTRATION DAY, 3-7·6-1 

- 3·7-6·9. 
7. POST-REGISTRATION PROCEDURES, 3-7-7-1 

3-7-7·12. 
7.5. STATEWIDE VOTER REGISTRATION FILE, 3-7-7.5-1 

- 3-7-7.5-12. 
8. TRANSFER OF REGISTRATION, 3-7-8-1 - 3-7-8-21. 
9. CANCELLATION OF REGISTRATION, 3-7-9-1 -

3· 7-9-21. 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 1 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR VOTERS 

3-7-1-1. Age, citizenship, and residency require­
ments. 

3-7-1-2. Registration for primary and special elec­
tions - Voter eligibility require­
ments - When requirements 
must be met. 

3-7-1-2.2. "Residence" defined. 
3-7-1-2.4. Residence in a precinct. 
3-7-1-2.6. Presumptions regarding residency in pre­

cinct. 
3-7-1-3. Residency - Movement into precinct for 

temporary employment, educa­
tion, or other purposes. 

3-7-1-4. Residency - Movement into another pre­
cinct or into another state with 
intent of changing residence. 

3-7-1-5. Residency - Movement to another state for 
an indefinite time. 

3-7-1-6. Residency of person with immediate family. 
3-7-1-7. Residency of person with immediate family 

in one place and doing business in 
another. 

3-7-1-8. Separate voting residence of married per-
son. 

3-7-1-9. Residence of unmarried person. 
3-7·1-10. [Repealed.] 
3-7·1-11. [Repealed.] 
3-7-1-12. Residency of veterans' home residents. 
3-7-1-13. Residency - Effect of absence due to state 

or United States governmental 
business. 

3-7-1-14. Residency of persons committed to institu­
tions for the mentally ill. 

3-7-1-15. Prison inmates disfranchised - Excep­
tions. 

3-7-1-1. Age, citizenship, and resi­
dency requirements. - A person who: 
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0) Will be at least eighteen (18) years 
old at the next general or municipal 
election; 
(2) Is a United States citizen; and 
(3) Resides in a precinct continuously 
before the general or municipal elec­
tion for at least thirty (30) days; 

may, upon proper application, register to 
vote in that precinct. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-1-2. Registration for primary 
and special elections - Voter eligibil­
ity requirements - When require­
ments must be met. - (a) A person who 
on the day of the next general or municipal 
election will meet the age and residency 
requirements of section I [IC 3'7-1-1] of 
this chapter may register before and vote 
in a primary election. 

(b) A person who: 
0) On the day of the next general or 
municipal election will meet the age 
and residency requirements of section 
1 of this chapter; and 
(2) Does not meet the age or residency 
requirements on primary election day; 

may not vote for candidates for elected 
office at the primary election. 

(c) A person who on the day of a special 
election will meet the age and residency 
requirements of section I of this chapter 
may register and vote in the special elec­
tion. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.IO-1988, § 11; 
P.L.5-1989, § 14; P.LA-1991, § 23.] 

3-7-1-2.2. "Residence" defined. - (a) 
As used in this chapter, Ilresidence" means 
the place where a person has the person's 
true, fixed, permanent home and principal 
establishment, and to which place the 
person has, whenever absent, the inten­
tion of returning. 

(b) A person's residence may be estab-
lished by: 

(1) Origin or birth; 
(2) Intent and conduct taken to imple­
ment the intent; or 
(3) Operation of law. [P.L.14-1993, 
§ 3.] 

3-7-1-2.4. Residence in a precinct.­
For the purposes of this chapter, a person 
does not have residence in more than one 
(I) precinct. A person who has a residence 
in a precinct retains residency in that 
precinct until the person abandons the 
residence by: 

(1) Having the intent to abandon the 
residence; . 
(2) Having the intent to establish a 
new residence; and 
(3) Acting in accordance with this 
intent by establishing a residence in a 
new pr~cinct. [P.L.14-1993, § 4.] 

3-7-1-2.6. Presumptions regarding 
residency in precinct. - Sections 3 
through 9, 12, and 14 [IC 3-7-1-3 through 
IC 3-7-1-9, IC 3-7-1-12, and IC 3-7-1-14] of 
this chapter establish presumptions re­
garding the residency of a person in a 
precinct. A person can rebut these pre­
sumptions by demonstrating intent to re­
side in another precinct and conduct taken 
to implement that intent. [P.L.14-1993, 
§ 5.] . 

3-7-1-3. Residency Movement 
into precinct for temporary employ­
ment, education, or .other purposes. -:­
A person does not. gain· residency in a 
precinct into which the person moves for 
temporary employment, educational, or 
other purposes without the intention of 
making a permanent home in the precinct. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1987, § 47.] 

3-7-1-4. Residency Movement 
into another precinct or into another 
state with intent of changing resi­
dence. - If a person moves into another 
precinct in Indiana or into another state 
with the intention of making it the per­
son's residence, the person loses residency 
in Indiana or in the precinct the person 
left. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1987, § 48.] 

3-7-1-5. Residency - Movement to 
another state for an indefinite time. -
If a person moves to another state with the 
intention of remaining there for an indefi­
nite time as a place of residence, the 
person loses residency in this state, even if 
the person intends to return at some time. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3.] . 

3-7-1-6. Residency of person with 
immediate family. - The place where a 
person's immediate family resides is the 
person's residence, unless it is a temporary 
location for the person's immediate family 
or for transient purposes. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.3-1987, § 49.] 

3-7-1-7. Residency of person with 
immediate family in one place and 
doing business in another. - If a per­
son's immediate family resides in one 
place and the person does business in 
another, the residence of the immediate 
family is the person's residence. However, 
if the person is living at a place other than 
the residence of the person's immediate 
family with the intention of remaining 
there, then that place is the person's 
residence. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 50.] 
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3-7-1-8. Separate voting residence 
of married person. - A married person 
not living in a household with the person's 
spouse may establish a separate voting 
residence from that of the person's spouse. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1987, § 51.] 

3-7-1-9. Residence of unmarried 
person. - The residence of an unmarried 
person who does not have an immediate 
family is where the person usually sleeps. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1987, § 52.] 

3-7-1-10. [Repealed.] 

3-7-1-11. [Repealed.] 

3-7-1-12. Residency of veterans' 
home residents. - A resident of a vet­
erans' home is a resident of the precinct in 
which the home is located. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 3.] 

3-7-1-13. Residency - Effect of ab­
sence due to state or United States 
governmental business. - A person 
does not lose residency in this state be­
cause of absence either on business of the 
state or of the United States. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 3.] 

3-7-1-14. Residency of persons com­
mitted to institutions for the mentally 
ill. - If a person is adjudged mentally ill 
and is committed to an institution for the 
mentally ill, the person does not gain 
residency for voting purposes in the pre­
cinct in which the institution is located. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-1-15. Prison inmates disfran­
chised - Exceptions. - (a) A person 
imprisoned following conviction of a crime 
is disfranchised during the person's im­
prisonment. 

(b) This section does not disfranchise a 
person who: 

(1) Is on probation or parole; and 
(2) Is not subject to lawful detention 
(as defined in IC 35-41-1-18) on elec­
tion day. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 53.] 

SECTION. 
3-7-2·1. 

3-7·2-2. 

, 

CHAPTER 2 

REGISTRATION OFFICERS 

Counties without boards of registration -
Circuit court clerk as ex officio 
registration officer. 

Counties with populations of 125,000 or 
more - Board of registration es­
tablished. 

SECTION. 
3-7-2-3. Counties with populations of less than 

125,000 - Establishment of 
board of registration by county 
executive. 

3-7-2-4. Referral of matters by board of registration 
to election board. 

3-7-2-5. Members of board of registration - ~um­
ber - Appointment - Qualifica­
tions - Term. 

3-7-2-6. Members of board of registration - Service 
at pleasure of county political 
party chairman - Filling of va­
cancies. 

3-7-2-7. Members of board of registration - Oath. 
3-7-2-8. Service of incumbent registration officers 

until registration board members 
appointed and qualified. 

3-7-2-9. Members of board of registration - Sala­
ries. 

3-7-2-10. Circuit court clerk - Per diem compensa­
tion for service as registration 
officer. 

3-7-2-11. Ex officio deputy registration officer. 
3-7-2-12. Additional deputy registration officers -

Residency requirement - Terms 
- Vacancies - Revocation of 
appointment - Prohibition of re­
appointment. 

3-7-2-13. Deputy registration officer - Cancellation 
of appointment - Filling of va­
cancy. 

3-7-2-14. Other deputy registration officers in sub­
station registration boards -
Residency requirement. 

3-7-2-15. Deputy registration officers - Certificate 
of appointment - List of deputy 
registration officers appointed. 

3-7-2-16. Deputy registration officers subject to cir­
cuit court clerk or board of regis­
tration supervision. 

3-7-2-17. Persons authorized to execute affidavits 
and forms and take acknowledg­
ments - Limitation. 

3-7-2-18. Comparison of registration blanks and 
transfers with voter registration 
records. 

3-7-2-19. Deputy registration officers' supplies. 
3-7-2-20. Lake and Marion counties - Appointment 

and compensation of chief clerks. 
3-7-2-21. Assistants to board of registration - Com­

pensation - Employment by al­
ternating political party method. 

3-7-2-22. Custody of voter registration facilities, 
records, equipment, forms and 
supplies. 

3-7-2-23. Boards of registration - Office space. 
3-7-2-24. Boards of registration - Seal. 
3-7-2-25. Electronic data processing equipment. 
3-7-2-26. "Voter Registration" telephone directory 

listing. 

3-7-2-1. Counties without boards of 
registration - Circuit court clerk as ex 
officio registration officer. - Except in 
a county that establishes: 

(1) A board of registration under this 
chapter; or 
(2) A combined county election board 
and board of registration under IC 
3-6-5.2; 



57 REGISTRATION OFFICERS 3-7-2-11 

the circuit court clerk is ex officio the 
registration officer of each county and 
shall supervise the registration of voters of 
the county. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 32.] 

3-7-2-2. Counties with populations 
of 125,000 or more - Board of registra­
tion established. - (a) Except as pro­
vided in subsection (b), in each county 
having a population of one hundred 
twenty-five thousand (125,000) or more, a 
board of registration is established. The 
board shall supervise the registration of 
voters of the county. 

(b) In a county having a popUlation of 
more than four hundred thousand 
(400,000) but less than seven hundred 
thousand (700,000) a combined county 
election board and board of registration is 
established by IC.3-6-5.2. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.4-1991, § 24, P.L.3-1993, § 33.] 

3-7-2-3. Counties with populations 
of less than 125,000 - Establishment of 
board of registration by county execu­
tive. - In a county having a population of 
less than one hundred twenty-five thou­
sand (125,000), the county executive may 
establish a board of registration at least 
sixty (60) days before the next primary, 
general, or municipal election. The board 
then shall supervise the registration of 
voters of the county. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.4-1991, § 25.] 

3-7-2-4. Referral of matters by 
board of registration to election board. 
- If a board of registration is unable to 
resolve any dispute among its members or 
with the circuit court clerk or requires an 
interpretation or clarification of the law, it 
shall refer the matter to the county elec­
tion board for determination. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 3; P.L.3-1987, § 54.] 

3-7-2-5. Members of board of regis­
tration - Number - Appointment -
Qualifications - Term. - A board of 
registration consists of two (2) persons. On 
January 1 of each odd-numbered year in 
each county that has a board of registra­
tion, the county chairmen of the major 
political parties of the county shall each 
appoint one (1) member of the board. The 
two (2) appointed persons must be voters of 
the county and serve a term of two (2) 
years or until their successors are ap­
pointed. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-2-6. Members of board of regis· 
tration - Service at pleasure of county 
political party chairman - Filling of 
vacancies. - A person appointed to a 

board of registration serves at the pleasure 
of the county chairman whose political 
party initially appointed the person. A 
vacancy on the board shall be filled in the 
same manner as the original appointment 
was made. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-2-7. Members of board of regis­
tration - Oath. - Before entering upon 
the discharge of their duties, the members 
of a board of registration shall take an 
oath administered by the circuit court 
judge for the county that they will faith­
fully and honestly discharge their official 
duties. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-2-8. Service of incumbent regis­
tration officers until registration board 
members appointed and qualified. -
In a county that establishes a board of 
registration under this chapter, the incum­
bent registration officers serve until regis­
tration board members are appointed and 
qualified. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-2-9. Members of board of regis­
tration - Salaries. - In a county having 
a population of two hundred fifty thousand 
(250,000) or more, each member of the 
board of registration shall be paid an 
annual salary of not less than four thou­
sand five hundred dollars ($4,500). In a 
county having a population of more than 
eighty thousand (80,000) and less than two 
hundred fifty thousand (250,000), each 
member of the board of registration shall 
be paid an annual salary of not less than 
two thousand four hundred dollars 
($2,400). The salaries of the board mem­
bers shall be fixed in the manner pre­
scribed by IC 36-2-5 or IC 36-3-6 and paid 
out of the county general fund in accor­
dance with IC 3-5-3-1 as other election 
expenses are paid. All payments of salaries 
shall be made upon proper certification by 
the board. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.9-1987, 
§ 4.] 

3-7-2-10. Circuit court clerk - Per 
diem compensation for service as reg­
istration officer. - In a county where the 
circuit court clerk serves as the registra­
tion officer, the clerk is entitled to per 
diem compensation. The per diem shall be 
paid out of the general fund of the county 
in accordance with IC 3-5-3-1 in the same 
manner as election expenses are paid. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.9-1987, § 5.] 

3-7-2-11. Ex officio deputy registra­
tion officer. - The precinct committee­
men and vice committeemen of the major 
political parties of the county are ex officio 
deputy registration officers of the county. 
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The county chairmen of the major political 
'parties shall file with the circuit court 
-clerk or board of registration a list of the 
'names, addresses, and precinct numbers of 
lthe precinct committeemen and vice com­
_ mitteemen, who shall take an oath to 
J faithfully discharge their duties as deputy 
,registration officers. lP.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-2-12. Additional deputy regis­
. tration officers - Residency require­
ment - Terms - Vacancies - Revoca­
tion of appointment - Prohibition of 
reappointment. - (a) In addition to the 
ex officio deputy registration officers, each 
circuit court clerk or board of registration 

. shall appoint, upon the written recommen­
J dation of the each county chairman of a 
major political party of the county, addi-

1 tional deputy registration officers not ex­
t ceeding two (2) for each party from each 
; precinct. 
: (b) A deputy registration officer ap­
pointed under this section must reside in 

,the county of the circuit court clerk or 
board of registration that appointed the 
officer. 

(c) Except as provided in subsections (d) 
and (e), the term of each deputy registra­
tion officer expires on the date of the 

,following election of precinct committee­
lmen under IC 3-10-1-4.5. A vacancy under 
1 this section shall be filled in the same 
manner as the original appointment was 
made. 

(d) The county election board, by unani-
mous vote, may: 

(1) Revoke the appointment of a dep­
uty registrar for failure to deliver 
registration affidavits to the proper 
officer in conformity with IC 3-7-3-24; 
and 
(2) Prohibit the reappointment of a 
person described in subdivision (1) as 
a deputy registrar for two (2) years. 

(e) The term of a deputy registration 
officer who is a candidate for a legislative 
office expires on the date that the general 
election for that office is held. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 3; P.L.3-1987, § 55; P.L.1O-1988, § 12; 
P.L.4-1991, § 26.] 

3-7-2-13. Deputy registration officer 
- Cancel,lation of appointment - Fill­
ing of vacancy. - (a) The appointment of 
an additional deputy registration officer is 
cancelled by: 

(1) The death of the appointee; 
(2) The resignation of the appointee; 
(3) The loss of residency of the appoin­
tee in the county in which the appoint­
ment was made; or 

(4) Recommendation of revocation by 
the county chairman of the political 
party of the appointee. 

(b) The county chairman must give rec­
ommendation of revocation in writing to 
the circuit court clerk or board of registra­
tion, who, within ten (10) days after re­
ceipt of the recommendation, shall termi­
nate the appointment by written notice to 
the appointee. The vacancy then created 
shall be filled within ten (10) days after 
mailing of the notice of revocation upon 
written recommendation of the county 
chairman from whose political party the 
vacancy exists. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.10-1988, § 13.] 

3-7-2-14. Other deputy registration 
officers in substation registration 
boards - Residency requirement. -
(a) In addition to the ex officio deputy 
registration officers and the required addi­
tional deputy registration officers re­
quested by the county chairmen in each 
precinct: 

(1) The circuit court clerk in a county 
without a board of registration; or 
(2) The board of registration in a 
county with a board of registration; 

may appoint other deputy registration 
officers and establish substation registra­
tion boards as necessary to ensure ade­
quate opportunity for persons to register to 
vote. 

(b) A deputy registration officer ap­
pointed under this section must reside in 
the county of the circuit court clerk or 
board of registration that appointed the 
officer. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.1O-1988, 
§ 14; P.L.8-1992, § 3.] 

3-7-2-15. Deputy registration offi­
cers - Certificate of appointment -
List of deputy registration officers ap­
pointed. - The circuit court clerk or 
board of registration shall issue a certifi­
cate of appointment to each deputy regis­
tration officer. The certificate of appoint­
ment must contain the name and address 
of the appointee, a statement of the fact 
that the person has been appointed, and 
the signature of the clerk or board. Each 
deputy registration officer shall keep the 
certificate in the officer's possession at all 
times while engaged in the discharge of 
official duties and shall show the certifi­
cate to an interested voter upon request. 
The clerk or board shall also keep a list of 
the names and addresses of all deputy 
registration officers appointed and the 
dates on which the appointments were 
made. The list is a public record and shall 
be kept available for inspection by inter-
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ested persons at all times during office 
hours. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-2-16. Deputy registration offi­
cers subject to circuit court clerk or 
board of registration supervision. - A 
deputy registration officer shall perform 
the duties of this article subject at all 
times to the supervision of the circuit court 
clerk or board of registration. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 3.J 

3-7-2-17. Persons authorized to exe­
cute affidavits and forms and take 
acknowledgments - Limitation. - (a) 
The circuit court clerk or the members of a 
board of registration, and every deputy 
registration officer appointed by the clerk 
or board, ·may execute the affidavits and 
forms and take the acknowledgments that 
are required by this chapter without re­
gard to precinct, ward, or township bound­
aries during the registration period pre­
scribed by IC 3-7-3-5. 

(b) Except as provided in subsection (c), 
the circuit court clerk, a member of a 
registration board, or a deputy registra­
tion officer may only execute affidavits 
and forms and take acknowledgments re­
quired by this chapter for an individual 
who resides in the county where the clerk, 
member, or officer resides. An officer shall 
use the registration forms prescribed by 
the clerk or board of the county where the 
officer resides. 

(c) A deputy registration officer who 
holds a legislative office or who is a 
candidate for a legislative office in a 
general election with an election district 
located in more than one (1) county may: 

(1) Execute affidavits and forms; and 
(2) Take acknowledgments; 

required by this chapter in a county 
wholly or partially located within the 
election district. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.I0-1988, § 15; P.L.333-1989(ss), § 1; 
P.L.8-1992, § 4; P.L.1O-1992, § 2; 
P.L.1l-1992, § l.] 

3-7-2-18. Comparison of registration 
blanks and transfers with voter regis­
tration records. - Upon receipt of a 
registration blank or transfer of registra­
tion, the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration shall compare the registration 
blank or transfer to the records of voter 
registration. This is for the purpose of 
preventing dUElicate registration of the 
same person. LP.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-2-19. Deputy registration offi­
cers' supplies. - The circuit court clerk 
or board of registration shall furnish all 
deputy registration officers adequate sup-

plies to enable them to register and trans­
fer during the entire registration period 
prescribed by IC 3-7-3-5. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.J 

3-7-2-20. Lake and Marion counties 
- Appointment and compensation of 
chief clerks. - In a county having a 
population of four hundred thousand 
(400,000) or more, the board of registration 
shall appoint two (2) chief clerks, of differ­
ent political parties, at a salary: 

(1) Fixed in the manner prescribed by 
IC 36-2-5 or IC 36-3-6; and 
(2) Paid in accordance with IC 
3-5-3-l. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.12-1992, 
§ 1; P.L.15-1993, § 2.] 

3-7-2-21. Assistants to board of reg­
istration - Compensation - Employ­
ment by alternating political party 
method. - Each board of registration 
may employ all necessary assistants, 
whose salaries shall be fixed in the man­
ner prescribed by IC 36-2-5 or IC 36-3-6, 
and paid in accordance with IC 3-5-3-l. 
The number of employees shall be equally 
divided between the major political parties 
of the county, and all employees shall be 
appointed only upon the written recom­
mendation of the respective county chair­
men. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.9-1987, § 6.1 

3-7-2-22. Custody of voter registra­
tion facilities, records, equipment, 
forms and supplies. - Each board of 
registration has custody of all registration 
facilities, equipment, supplies, forms, 
records (including the permanent records 
of registered voters of the county), regis­
tration affidavits, and other property used 
in connection with the registration of 
voters in the county. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.1 

3-7-2-23. Boards of registration -
Office space. - In each county that has a 
board of registration, the county executive 
shall provide suitable quarters for the 
board. The quarters must be: 

(1) Located in the county courthouse 
or in a building easily accessible to the 
courthouse; 
(2) Easily accessible to the public; and 
(3) Adequate to meet the needs of the 
board. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1987, § 56.] 

3-7-2-24. Boards of registration 
Seal. - Each board of registration shall 
have a seal, a description of which shall be 
filed by the board and recorded. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 
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3-7-2-25_ Electronic data processing 
equipment_ - The circuit court clerk or 
board of registration may keep records by 
use of electronic data processing equip­
ment and may enter into contracts for this 
purpose. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-2-26. "Voter Registration" tele­
phone directory listing. - The circuit 
court clerk or board of registration shall 
arrange for a separate listing in the local 
telephone directory under the heading for 
county offices, styled "Voter Registration" 
and including the appropriate address and 
telephone number. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

CHAPTER 3 
REGULAR REGISTRATION PROCEDURES 

SECTION. 
3·7-3-1. Permanent registration record. 
3-7-3-2. Voters not required to re-register. 
3-7-3-3. Unusable registration records. 
3-7-3-4. Registrations and transfers under prior 

law. 
3-7-3-5. Persons who must register or transfer -

Registration period. 
3-7-3-5.5. Individuals who registered to vote before a 

deputy registration officer - Reg­
istration not filed - Replacement 
form. 

3-7-3-6. Appearance of name in registration record 
- Right to vote - Certificate of 
error for voters not in record. 

3-7-3-7. Certificates of error - Execution - Trans­
mittal of copies. 

3-7-3-8. Affidavits of registration and absentee reg­
istration forms - Adequate sup­
plies - Paper type - Execution 
in duplicate - Other supplies. 

3-7-3-9. Election forms - Modification. 
3·7-3-10. [Repealed. I 
3-7-3-11. Affidavits and forms of registration -

Signatures. 
3-7-3·12. [RepeaJed.1 
3-7-3-12.5. Improperly completed registration fonn 

- Duties of clerk or board. 
3-7-3-12.7. Receipt of registration form from nonresi­

dent. 
3-7-3-13. Voter registration receipts - Issuance. 
3-7-3-14. Voter registration receipts - Cancellation 

of affidavit of registration upon 
return. 

3-7-3·15 - 3·7-3-17. [RepeaJed.1 
3-7-3-18. Blank affidavits and forms of registration 

- Numbering - Responsibilities 
of deputy registration officers. 

3-7-3-19. Blank affidavits and forms of registration 
- Mutilated and unusable fonns. 

3-7-3-20. Registration and transfers of registration 
- Convenient locations - Regis­
tration substations. 

3-7-3-21. Registration at colleges and universities. 
3-7-3-22. Registration - Location - Completion of 

affidavit of registration. 
3-7-3-23. Affidavits of registration - Execution and 

signing. 
3-7-3-24. Affidavits of registration - Filing - Non­

compliance as vote fraud. 

SECTION. 

3-7-3-25. Voter name changes. 
3-7-3-26. Registration of public secondary school stu­

dents. 
3-7-3-27. Voter eligibility for registrant who is 

under 18 - Registration record. 

3-7-3-1. Permanent registration 
record. - The registration affidavits or 
forms of each precinct constitute a perma­
nent registration record of all voters resid­
ing in and entitled to vote in the precinct. 
The permanent registration record shall 
be compiled, purged, supplemented, and 
preserved as prescribed by this article. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.7-1990, § 10.] 

3-7-3-2. Voters not required to re­
register. - A voter who is a resident of a 
precinct and whose name appears on the 
registration record of the precinct is not 
required to register again, as long as: 

(1) The voter continues to reside at 
the same address at which the voter is 
registered; 
(2) The voter is not disfranchised ac­
cording to law; and 
(3) The voter's registration is not can­
celled as provided in this title. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.7-1990, § 11.] 

3-7-3-3. Unusable registration rec­
ords. - If the registration records of a 
precinct are destroyed, mutilated, inacces­
sible, or for any other reasonable cause 
unfit to be used, as determined by the 
county election board of the county in 
which the precinct is located, a registra­
tion of all voters residing in the precinct 
shall be held. Each voter who is a resident 
of the p~ecinct must register a.s provided in 
thIS artICle. [P.L.5-1986, § 3, P.L.7-1990, 
§ 12.] 

3-7-3-4_ Registrations and transfers 
under prior law. - All registrations and 
transfers of registration executed under 
prior law are valid and continued in effect, 
except those names that are purged from 
registration lists according to law. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1987, § 57.] 

3-7-3-5_ Persons who must register 
or transfer - Registration period. -
(a) During each registration period only 
those voters whose names do not appear on 
the registration record of the proper pre­
cincts of a county, as provided in this 
article, must register or transfer a previ­
ous registration. 

(b) The registration period begins on the 
first business day of December of each year 
in which a general or municipal election is 
held. The period continues through the 
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twenty·ninth day before the date fixed by 
this title fora primary election. The period 
resumes on May 15 and continues through 
the twenty· ninth day before the date on 
which the general or municipal election 
will be held. A deputy registration officer 
may not receive registrations and trans· 
fers after the forty·fourth day preceding 
the date fixed by this title for a primary, 
general, or municipal election. 

(c) A person desiring to register or 
transfer may do so at the office of the 
circuit court clerk or board of registration 
through the close of business at the office 
of the clerk or board on the twenty·ninth 
day. 

(d) Except as otherwise provided in this 
chapter, if a clerk or board receives a 
properly completed registration form in 
the office of the clerk or board during a 
time other than the registration period 
described in subsection (b), the clerk or 
board shall process the form on the first 
day of the next registration period under 
subsection (b). [P.L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.ll-1987, § 2; P.L.5-1989, § 15; 
P.L.7-1990, § 13; P.L.14-1993, § 6.] 

3-7-3-5.5. Individuals who regis· 
tered to vote before a deputy registra· 
tion officer - Registration not filed -
Replacement form. - (a) This section 
applies to an individual: 

(1) Who registered to vote before a 
deputy registration officer during the 
period in which a deputy registration 
officer is authorized to receive regis· 
trations and transfers under section 5 
[IC 3-7-3-5] of this chapter; and 
(2) Whose registration was not filed 
under section 24 [IC 3-7-3-24] of this 
chapter by the deputy registration 
officer by the date that the registra. 
tion period ended under section 5 of 
this chapter. 

(b) The individual may request a hear· 
ing before the county election board not 
later than the date that the certified list of 
voters is prepared under IC 3-7-7-9. 

(c) If the county election board deter· 
mines by a unanimous vote of its entire 
membership that the individual estab· 
lished by a preponderance of the evidence 
that: 

(1) The individual completed a regis· 
tration form before a deputy registra· 
tion officer during the period that a 
deputy registration officer is autho· 
rized to receive registrations; 
(2) The registration was not filed by 
the end of the registration period 
under section 5 of this chapter; and 

(3) The individual is willing to com· 
plete a replacement registration form 
at that time; 

the county election board shall order the 
individual to complete the replacement 
form and shall order the clerk or board to 
process the registration form and add the 
name of the voter to the list prepared 
under IC 3-7-7-9. [P.L.14-1993, § 7.J 

3-7-3-6. Appearance of name in reg· 
istration record - Right to vote -
Certificate of error for voters not in 
record. - (a) A voter whose name ap· 
pears on the registration record of the 
precinct of which the voter is a legal 
resident, and who is otherwise qualified, is 
entitled to vote at a general or municipal 
election. 

(b) A voter whose name does not appear 
on the registration record may not vote, 
unless the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration provides a signed certificate of 
error in the office where the permanent 
registration record is kept showing that 
the voter is legally registered in the pre· 
cinct where the voter resides. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 3; P.L.7-1990, § 14.] 

3-7-3-7. Certificates of error - Exe· 
cution - Transmittal of copies. - Cer· 
tificates of error prescribed by section 6 [IC 
3-7-3-6] of this chapter shall be executed in 
duplicate and numbered serially. One (1) 
copy shall be delivered to the inspector in 
the precinct of the voter's residence. The 
inspector shall return that copy to the 
circuit court clerk when ballots and other 
election material are returned to the clerk 
as provided in this title. The other copy 
shall be delivered to the county election 
board and shall be returned to the circuit 
court clerk at the close of the election. In a 
county having a board of registration, the 
circuit court clerk shall promptly transmit 
certificates to the board. LP.L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.3-1987, § 58.] 

3-7-3-8. Affidavits of registration 
and absentee registration forms - Ad· 
equate supplies - Paper type - Exe· 
cution in duplicate - Other supplies. 
- The circuit court clerk or board of 
registration shall provide a sufficient 
number of affidavits of registration for the 
'registration of voters residing in the 
county. The clerk or board shall also 
provide a sufficient number of forms for 
absentee registration for the registration 
of voters absent from the county with bona 
fide residence in the county. The blank 
affidavits and forms consist of looseleaf 
sheets or cards of durable quality. All 
affidavits and forms shall be executed in 
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duplicate or recorded by use of electronic 
data processing equipment. The clerk or 
board shall also prepare and provide all 
other supplies needed to secure the regis­
tration of voters as provided in this title. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-3-9. Election forms - Modifica-
tion. - (a) The: 

(1) Affidavits and forms of registra­
tion; 
(2) Registration receipts; 
(3) Name change forms; 
(4) Registration transfers; 
(5) Transfer stubs; and 
(6) Authorization to cancel former 
registrations; 

required by this article must be on forms 
prescribed by the state election board. 

(b) The state election board shall pre­
scribe forms for the use of counties whose 
voter registration records are maintained 
on a computer system and forms for the 
use of all other counties. 

(c) The affidavits and forms of registra­
tion prescribed under subsection (a) must 
provide for the residence address and the 
mailing address of the individual complet­
ing the forms. The registration receipt 
prescribed under subsection (a) must spec­
ify that the receipt will be mailed to the 
mailing address when the receipt is mailed 
under section 13 [IC 3-7-3-13] of this 
chapter. 

(d) A circuit court clerk or board of 
registration may make minor modifica­
tions to the form prescribed under subsec­
tion (a) to use the form in the county 
registration reco~ds. [P.L.5-1986, § 3: 
P.L.3-1987, § 59, P.L.1O-1988, § 16, 
P.L.14-1993, § 8.] 

3-7-3-10. [Repealed.] 

3-7-3-11. Affidavits and forms of 
registration - Signatures. - The affi­
davits and forms of registration must be 
signed in ink or with an indelible pencil. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-3-12. [Repealed.] 

3-7-3-12.5. Improperly completed 
registration form - Duties of clerk or 
board. - (a) This section applies when a 
circuit court clerk or board of registration 
receives a registration form that is not 
prop~rly filled out under IC 3-7-3-22. 

(b) The clerk or board shall promptly 
make: 

(1) One (1) effort to contact the voter 
by mail where possible; and 
(2) One (1) effort to contact the voter 
by telephone if a telephone number is 
listed; 

to notify the voter that the voter's registra­
tion has not been completed and to obtain 
the information required to complete the 
registration form. 

(c) If the clerk or board obtains informa­
tion under subsection (b) that permits the 
clerk or board to complete the registration 
form, the clerk or board shall process the 
registration form under this chapter. 

(d) If a registration form contains all of 
the information required to be supplied by 
the voter, but does not include the infor­
mation to be supplied by the deputy regis­
tration officer, the clerk or board shall 
promptly make one (1) effort to contact the 
deputy registration officer to obtain the 
information. If the clerk or board obtains 
the information from the registration offi­
cer required to complete the form, the 
clerk or board shall process the registra­
tion form under this chapter. If the clerk or 
board cannot obtain the information from 
the deputy registration officer and the 
form is otherwise complete, the clerk or 
board shall process the form under this 
chapter. 

(e) The clerk or board shall certify to the 
county election board a list of registration 
forms that remain incomplete after the 
effort required under subsection (b). Upon 
certification, the clerk or board shall void 
the registrations of voters on the list. 

(I) The clerk or board shall certify to the 
county election board a list of registration 
forms that have been processed under 
subsection (d) but do not contain informa­
tion required to be supplied by a deputy 
registration officer. The county election 
board shall notify each deputy registration 
officer by United States first class mail 
that the officer is required to supply the 
omitted information not later than thirty 
(30) days after the date of the letter. 
[P.L.1O-1992, § 3; P.L.14-1993, § 9.] 

3-7-3-12.7. Receipt of registration 
form from nonresident. - (a) This sec­
tion applies when a circuit court clerk or 
board of registration receives a registra­
tion form for a voter whose address is: 

(1) Located in Indiana; and 
(2) Not located in the county where: 

(A) The office of the clerk or board 
is located; or 
(B) The deputy registration officer 
resides. 

(b) The clerk or board shall promptly 
mail the registration form described in 
subsection (a) to the clerk or board of the 
county in which the voter resides. 

(c) The clerk or board of the county in 
which the voter resides shall: 
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(1) Process the registration form and 
register the voter under this chapter; 
or 
(2) If the registration form is not 
compatible with the registration sys­
tem of the county, notify the voter 
that: 

(A) The voter's registration has not 
been completed; and 
(B) The voter must register in the 
voter's county of residence. 

(d) If a clerk or board of the county in 
which the voter resides receives the regis­
tration form after the registration period 
ends under section 5 [IC 3-7-3-5] of this 
chapter and before the date on which the 
clerk Or board prepares the certified list of 
voters under IC 3-7-7-9, the clerk or board 
shall process the registration form unless 
the form is not compatible under subsec­
tion (c). If the form is received after the 
certified list of voters has been prepared, 
the clerk or board shall process the form on 
the first day of the next registration period 
under section 5 of this chapter. 
[P.L.7-1990, § 15; P.L.14-1993, § 10.] 

3-7-3-13. Voter registration receipts 
- Issuance. - A receipt shall be issued 
and given to each registered voter upon 
the completion of the voter's registration 
at the office of the circuit court clerk or 
board of registration. If a voter registers at 
a place other than the office of the clerk or 
board, the clerk or board shall mail a 
receipt to the voter within fourteen (14) 
days after the entry of the voter's name 
upon the registration list. The receipt shall 
be marked for return if not deliverable as 
addressed. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-3-14. Voter registration receipts 
- Cancellation of affidavit of registra­
tion upon return. - If the circuit court 
clerk or board of registration mails a 
registration receipt to the address stated 
on the registration receipt and the regis­
tration receipt is returned by the United 
States Postal Service as addressed, the 
clerk Or board shall cancel the correspond­
ing affidavit of registration by writing the 
word "canceled" and the date of the cancel­
lation across the face of the affidavit. 
Registration receipts returned by the 
United States Postal Service, including 
envelopes and Eost cards, shall be filed 
with the cance ed affidavits of registra­
tion. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1987, § 60; 
P.L.10-1992, § 4.] 

3-7-3-15 - 3-7-3-17. [Repealed.) 

3-7-3-18. Blank affidavits and forms 
of registration - Numbering - Re-

sponsibilities of deputy registration of­
ficers. - Each blank affidavit or form of 
registration must have a distinctive num­
ber. This number must appear on both the 
original and duplicate sheets. Each deputy 
registration officer shall give a receipt to 
the circuit court clerk or board of registra­
tion for all blank affidavits and forms of 
registration issued to the deputy specify­
ing the number of blanks received. The 
deputy is responsible for the blanks until 
the deputy returns them to the clerk or 
board. [P.L.5'1986, § 3.] 

3-7-3-19. Blank affidavits and forms 
of registration - Mutilated and unus­
able forms. - If for any cause a blank 
affidavit· or form of registration is muti­
lated or rendered unfit for use, or if a 
mistake has been made on it, the blank 
may not be destroyed, but the word "muti­
lated" shall be written across the face of 
the blank. The blank shall be returned to 
the office of the circuit court clerk or board 
of registration and shall be preserved in 
the same manner as court records are 
preserved. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-3-20. Registration and transfers 
of registration - Convenient locations 
- Registration substations. - Each 
deputy registration officer may register or 
transfer the registration of a voter at the 
voter's legal residence or at any other 
convenient place, except places where alco­
holic beverages are sold and consumed on 
the premises, without reference to precinct 
boundaries. In addition, a board of regis­
tration may establish substations. The 
registration officers comprising the substa­
tion board must be equally divided be­
tween the major political parties of the 
county. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-3-21. Registration at colleges 
and universities. - (a) Colleges and 
universities shall permit voter registration 
by deputy registration officers: 

(1) In the public areas, excluding rest­
rooms, hallways, and study lounges, of 
their student or teacher housing facili­
ties; and 
(2) As provided in subsection (b); 

between 10 A.M. and 8 P.M. on each day of 
March and September on which registra­
tion is allowed by section 5 [IC 3-7-3-5] of 
this chapter. 

(b) During the last thirty (30) days of 
each registration period, excluding school 
holidays, colleges and universities shall 
permit a student who complies with sub­
section (c) to knock on the door of each 
room in the living areas of student housing 
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at the college or university for the follow­
ing reasons: 

(1) To solicit voter registration. 
(2) To distribute applications for ab­
sentee ballots. 
(3) To conduct polls as provided under 
IC 3-6-11. 

(c) An organization or individual con­
ducting the activities permitted under 
subsection (b) shall follow the following 
procedures: 

(1) Submit a written list of deputy 
registrars and poll takers to the per­
son designated by the college or uni­
versity. 
(2) If the student housing is not cov­
ered by a policy limiting visitation by 
members of the opposite sex in the 
living areas of the student housing, 
conduct the activities permitted under 
subsection (b) between 10 A.M. and 8 
P.M. 
(3) If the student housing is covered 
by a policy limiting visitation by 
members of the opposite sex in the 
living areas of the student housing, 
conduct the activities permitted under 
subsection (b) during the most restric­
tive of the following times: 

(A) Between 10 A.M. and 8 P.M. 
(B) During the hours visitation is 
permitted. 

(d) A deputy registrar or poll taker 
entering student housing under subsection 
(b) must: 

(1) Be a student enrolled at the col­
lege or university; 
(2) Be named on a list submitted 
under subsection (c)(I); 
(3) Carry a poll taker's certificate 
issued under IC 3-6-11-2 or a certifi­
cate of appointment as a deputy regis­
tration officer issued under IC 
3-7-2-15; 
(4) Carry a picture identification card; 
and 
(5) Check in at the main desk, or with 
the person in charge of security for the 
building, upon arrival at the student 
housing and check out before depar­
ture. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.LA-1991, 
§ 27.] 

3-7-3-22. Registration - Location­
Completion of affidavit of registration. 
- A voter who desires to register, unless 
otherwise provided in this article, shall 
appear in person before the circuit court 
clerk or board of registration in the county 
in which the voter resides, or before a 
deputy registration officer appointed by 
the clerk or board, and shall fill out or 
cause to be filled out an affidavit of 

registration with the statements and infor­
mation required. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-3-23. Affidavits of registration 
- Execution and signing. - After an 
affidavit has been properly filled out under 
section 22 [IC 3-7-3-22] of this chapter, the 
voter shall sign the affidavit in the pres­
ence of the officer before whom the affida­
vit is executed, and the officer shall also 
sign the affidavit in the presence of the 
voter. Each voter shall execute and sign an 
original and a duplicate affidavit. If the 
voter is unable to write, the voter may 
procure a resident of the county to write 
the voter's name and the voter shall make 
the voter's mark. The person writing the 
name of the voter shall also write the 
person's own name and address on the 
affidavit as attesting witness. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 3.] 

3-7-3-24. Affidavits of registration 
- Filing - Noncompliance as vote 
fraud. - (a) Each deputy registration 
officer shall file all affidavits or forms of 
registration with the circuit court clerk or 
board of registration from time to time, as 
the clerk or board requires, but all affida­
vits and forms shall be filed not later than 
noon of the day following the close of any 
registration period whether the affidavits 
have been filled out and executed, are 
unused, or have been mutilated. 

(b) Failure to comply with this section is 
vote fraud under IC 3-14-2-5 and may 
result in the actions described under IC 
3-7-2-12. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.1O-1988, 
§ 17; P.LA-1991, § 28.] 

3-7-3-25. Voter name changes. - A 
voter whose name is changed by marriage, 
divorce, or court order after registration 
but before an election day may vote at the 
election by filing with the county clerk or 
board of registration a verified statement 
using the form described in section 9 [IC 
3-7-3-9] of this chapter. The statement 
may be filed at any time or with the 
precinct election board on election day 
before receiving a ballot. The filed state­
ment entities the person to vote if other­
wise qualified. The statement shall be 
preserved in the office of the clerk or 
board. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1987, § 61.] 

3-7-3-26. Registration of public sec­
ondary school students. - (a) Notwith­
standing section 5 [IC 3-7-3-5] of this 
chapter, the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration shall contact each school cor­
poration with a public secondary school in 
the county to arrange to register eligible 
students of the school who are more than 
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sixteen (16) years of age each school year 
during the months of December, January, 
and February. 

(b) The school corporation shall allow a 
team of deputy registration officers to: 

(1) Address students who are eligible 
to register; and 
(2) Register students who desire to 
register; 

during instructional time. 
(c) The clerk or board shall request from 

the county chairman of each major politi­
cal party a list of the party's deputy 
registrars eligible to serve under subsec­
tion (b). 

(d) A team of deputy registration offi­
cers under subsection (b) must have an 
equal number of members from each major 
political party in the county. However, if: 

(1) A county chairman of a political 
party does not provide a list of deputy 
registrars under subsection (c); or 
(2) The deputy registrars on the list 
are unable or unwilling to perform the 
duties in subsection (a); 

the clerk or board may appoint any deputy 
registrar to perform the duties in subsec­
tion (a). [P.LA-1991, § 29; P.L.8-1992, § 5; 
P.L.11-1992, § 2; P.L.3-1993, § 34.) 

3-7-3-27. Voter eligibility for re,ps­
trant who is under 18 - RegistratIon 
record. - (a) This section applies to the 
registration record of a voter who is eligi­
ble to register under IC 3-7-1·1 but is not 
yet eighteen (18) years of age. 

(b) The circuit court clerk or board of 
registration shall make a notation on the 
registration record to indicate that the 
name of the voter should not be included 
on a poll list unless the voter will be at 
least eighteen (18) years of age when the 
election is conducted or the voter will be 
eligible to vote under IC 3-7-1-2. 

(c) The clerk or board shall make a 
notation on the registration record to indi­
cate that the name of the voter should not 
be used for jury service unless the voter 
will be at least eighteen (18) years of age 
when the jury is empaneled. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 35.) 

CHAPTER 4 
SPECIAL REGISTRATION PROCEDURES FOR 

CERTAIN VOTERS IN PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTIONS 

SECTION. 
3-7-4-1. Applicability to general elections. 
3-7-4-2. Eligibility for voting. 
3-7·4-3. Execution of affidavit of eligibility. 
3-7-4-4. Affidavits, forms and records of special 

registrations - Notation of lim­
ited voting privileges. 

3-7-4-5. Contents of affidavit of eligibility. 

SECTION. 
3-7-4-6. Sworn statement of eligibility. 
3-7-4-7. Form of affidavit. 

3-7-4-1. Applicability to general 
elections. - Notwithstanding other pro­
visions of this article concerning residency 
requirements for voting, special proce­
dures apply for voting in presidential 
elections. The presidential voting proce­
dures in this chapter apply only to a 
general election at which electors for Pres­
ident and Vice President of the United 
States are voted upon. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.3-1987, § 62.) 

3-7-4-2. Eligibility for voting. - The 
presidential voting procedures in this 
chapter apply to a person who satisfies all 
of the following conditions: 

(1) The person resided in a precinct in 
Indiana. 
(2) The person lost residency in Indi­
ana within the thirty (30) days imme­
diately before the general election. 
(3) The person was a qualified and 
registered voter while a resident of 
that precinct. 
(4) The person is otherwise legally 
qualified to vote. 
(5) The person does not meet the 
residency requirements of the state, 
precinct, or political subdivision in 
which the person resides. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 3; P.L.3-1987, § 63; P.L.17-1993, 
§ 1.) 

3-7-4-3. Execution of affidavit of eli­
gibility. - (a) The affidavit required un­
der section 6 [IC 3-7 -4-6) of this chapter for 
voting in presidential elections may be 
executed only: 

(1) At the office of the circuit court 
clerk or board of registration before 
the day of the general election; 
(2) Before the precinct election board 
of the precinct where the person for­
merly resided, if the affidavit is exe­
cuted on the day of the general elec-
tion; or . 
(3) When the application for an ab­
sentee ballot is filed. 

(b) In years in which a presidential 
election is conducted, at least one (1) copy 
of the affidavit must be included in the 
material provided for the inspector of each 
precinct. 

(c) The circuit court clerk or board of 
registration shall mail a copy of the affida­
vit to any voter who requests a copy not 
later than five (5) days before election day. 
If the voter returns the affidavit to the 
office of the clerk or board before the day of 
the general election, the affidavit shall be 
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processed as if the affidavit had been 
executed in the office. [P .L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.3-1987, § 64; P.L.3-1993, § 36.] 

3-7-4-4. Affidavits, forms and 
records of special re~trations - No­
tation of limited votmg privileges_ -
All affidavits, forms, and records of voter 
registration must be clearly marked to 
indicate that, in this general election, the 
voter may only vote for electors for Presi­
dent and Vice President of the United 
States. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1987, § 65.] 

3-7-4-5. Contents of affidavit of eli­
gibility. - The affidavits for presidential 
voting under this chapter must contain the 
following information: 

(1) The person's last, first, and middle 
name, in that order. 
(2) The person's assigned identifica­
tion number. 
(3) The person's birthplace and date of 
birth. 
(4) If the person is a naturalized for­
eign born citizen, the date and place of 
naturalization and the court in which 
naturalized. 
(5) The person's present residence ad­
dress. 
(6) The address of the person's previ­
ous residence in Indiana, including 
the county. 
(7) The person's statement that the 
person .satisfies the conditions set 
forth in section 2 [IC 3-7-4-2] of this 
chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 66, P.L.17-1993, § 2.] 

3-7-4-6_ [Repealed.] 

3-7-4-7. Form of affidavit. - The 
state election board shall prescribe the 
form of the affidavit required by this 
chapter. [P.L.17-1993, § 3.] 

CHAPTER 4.5 

ELIGIBILITY OF CERTAIN INDIANA VOTERS 
TO VOTE IN PRECINCT OF FORMER 

RESIDENCE 

SECTION. 
3-7-4.5-1. Applicability to general, municipal, pri­

mary. school district and special 
election. 

3-7-4.5-2. Applicability to certain persons. 
3-7-4.5-3. "Precinct of the person's former residence" 

defined. 
3-7-4.5·4. Voting in precinct of former residence. 
3-7-4.5-5. Contents of affidavit. 
3-7-4.5-6. Request for transfer of registration 

Affidavit. 
3-7-4.5-7. Execution of affidavit. 
3-7-4.5-8. Copy of affidavit - presentation. 

3-7-4.5-1. Applicability to general, 
municipal, primary, school district and 
special election. - This chapter applies 
to a general, municipal, primary, school 
district, and special election. [P.L.17-1993, 
§ 4.] 

3-7-4.5-2. Applicability to certain 
persons. - This chapter applies to a 
person who satisfies all of the following 
conditions: 

(1) The person resided in a precinct in 
Indiana. 
(2) The person currently resides in 
Indiana. 
(3) The person lost residency under IC 
3-7-1 in the precinct of the person's 
former residence not more than thirty 
(30) days immediately before the elec­
tion. 
(4) The person was a qualified and 
registered voter of the precinct of the 
person's former residence. 
(5) The person is otherwise legally 
qualified to vote. 
(6) The person is not registered in the 
precinct of the person's present resi­
dence. 
(7) The person requests a transfer of 
the person's registration under IC 
3-7-8. [P.L.17-1993, § 4.] 

3-7-4.5-3. "Precinct of the person's 
former residence" defined. - As used 
in this chapter, "precinct of the person's 
former residence" refers to the precinct in 
which the person resided on the thirty first 
day before the election. [P.L.17-1993, § 4.] 

3·7-4.5-4. Voting in precinct of for­
mer residence. - (a) Notwithstanding 
other provisions of this article concerning 
residency requirements for voting, but 
subject to subsection (b), a person de­
scribed in section 2 [IC 3-7-4.5-2] of this 
chapter may vote in the precinct of the 
person's former residence by executing an 
affidavit described in this chapter. 

(b) A person who changes residence 
from a location outside a municipality to a 
location within a municipality within 
thirty (30) days before a municipal pri­
mary election, municipal election, or spe­
cial election held only within the munici­
pality may not vote in the election in the 
precinct of the person's former residence. 
[P.L.17-1993, § 4.] 

3-7-4.5-5. Contents of affidavit. -
An affidavit executed under. this chapter 
must contain the following information: 

(1) The person's last, first, and middle 
name, in that order. 
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(2) The person's birthplace and date of 
birth. 
(3) If the person is a naturalized for­
eign born citizen, the date and place of 
naturalization and the court in which 
the person was naturalized. 
(4) The person's current address, in­
cluding the county. If the person re­
sides in a municipality, the address 
must include the street address, in­
cluding apartment number or other 
designation, or the name and room 
number of the hotel or lodging house. 
If the person does not reside in a 
municipality, the address must in­
clude the mailing address and the 
street or road. 
(5) The address of the person's previ­
ous residence, including the county. 
(6) The person's statement that the 
person satisfies the conditions set 
forth in section 2 [IC 3-7-4.5-2] of this 
chapter. [P.L.17-1993, § 4.] 

3-7-4.5-6_ Request for transfer of 
registration - Affidavit. - The state 
election board shall prescribe the form of 
the affidavit required by this chapter 
which must permit the person to execute a 
request for transfer of the person's regis­
tration. [P.L.17-1993, § 4.] 

3-7-4.5-7. Execution of affidavit. 
The affidavit required by this chapter may 
be executed as follows: 

(1) At the office of the circuit court 
clerk or the board of registration for 
the county of the precinct of the per­
son's former residence, not later than 
4 p.m. on the day before the election. 
(2) Before the inspector of the precinct 
of the person's former residence, if the 
application and statement are exe­
cuted on the day of the election. 
(3) When the application for an ab­
sentee ballot is filed with the county 
election board of the county of the 
precinct of the person's former resi­
dence. [P.L.17-1993, § 4.] 

3-7-4.5-8. Copy of affidavit - Pre­
sentation. - (a) If the person executes the 
affidavit under this chapter at the office of 
the circuit court clerk or board of registra­
tion before the day of the election, the 
circuit court clerk or board of registration 
shall furnish a copy of the affidavit to the 
person. The person shall present the copy 
to the inspector of the precinct of the 
person's former residence when the person 
offers to vote in that precinct under IC 
3-11-S. 

(b) If the person executes the affidavit 
under this chapter when filing an applica-

tion for an absentee ballot, the county 
election board shall attach the original or 
a copy of the affidavit to the person's 
application for an absentee ballot before 
the application and ballot are delivered to 
the inspector of the precinct of the person's 
former residence. 

(c) If the person executes the affidavit 
under this chapter before the inspector of 
the precinct of the person's former resi­
dence on the day of the election, the 
inspector shall return the original affida­
vit to the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration after the closing of the polls. 
[P.L.17-1993, § 4.] 

CHAPTER 5 
ABSENTEE REGISTRATION PROCEDURES 

3-7-5-1 - 3-7-5-12. [Repealed.] 

CHAPTER 5.1 
ABSENTEE REGISTRATION PROCEDURES 

SECTION. 

3·7-5.1-1. ApplicabiHty of article. 
3-7-5.1-2. Affidavits or forms for absentee registra­

tion. 
3-7-5.1-3. Forms of registration for voters confined 

to home or hospital. 
3-7-5.1-4. Execution of affidavit or form of registra­

tion. 
3-7-5.1-5. When signature in presence of person 

authorized to administer oath not 
required. 

3-7-5.1-6. Execution of affidavit or form of registra­
tion by volers confined to home or 
hospitaL 

3-7-5.1-7. Duties of circuit court clerk or board of 
registration upon receiving an ap­
plication for absentee registra­
tion. 

3-7-5.1-8. Duties of board of registration upon re­
ceiving an application for absen­
tee registration. 

3-7-5.1-9. Duties of secretary of state upon receipt of 
affidavit or form for absentee reg­
istration. 

3-7-5.1-10. Duties of circuit court clerk upon receiv­
ing affidavit or form for absentee 
registration. 

3-7-5.1-11. Duties of circuit court clerk in county 
where there is a board of registra­
tion. 

3-7-5.1-12. Processing of absentee registration affida­
vit or form. 

3-7-5.1-1. Applicability of article. -
All provisions of this article concerning 
the registration of voters, unless otherwise 
provided, govern absentee registration. 
[P.L.1-1993; § 5.] 

3-7-5.1-2. Affidavits or forms for ab­
sentee registration. - In addition to the 
information required on a form prescribed 
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under IC 3-7-3-9. the affidavits or forms 
for absentee registration must contain the 
following just before the voter signature 
line: 

I expect to be absent from the county 
of my residence until after the time for 
registering for the next election to be 
held on the day of __ _ 
by reason of my business. profession, 
or military service as follows: (here 
state reason). 

[P.L.1-1993, § 5; P.L.14-1993, § 11.] 

3-7-5.1-3. Forms of registration for a 
voter confined to home or hospital. -
The affidavits or forms of registration for a 
voter who, by reason of illness, injury, 
quarantine, or caring for a confined per­
son, is or will be confined to the voter's 
home, a hospital, or a private residence 
and therefore unable to appear in person 
before the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration must also contain the follow­
ing: 

I expect to be confined to my home or a 
hospital by reason of illness, injury, or 
quarantine, or to a private residence 
due to caring for a confined person and 
will therefore be unable to appear in 
person before the clerk of the circuit 
court or the registration board in the 
county in which I reside until after the 
time for registering for the next elec­
tion to be held on the day of 

Signature of Voter 
Witness to Mark: 

Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) (or 
certified) before me this day of 

Name of official administering oath or 
certifying. 
[P.L.I-1993, § 5; P.L.14-1993, § 12.] 

3-7-5.1-4. Execution of affidavit or 
form of registration. - (a) The circuit 
court clerk or board of registration is 
considered the registrar for the processing 
of registrations under this chapter. 

(b) Except as provided in section 5 [IC 
3-7-5.1-5] of this chapter, a voter who will 
be absent from the voter's county of resi­
dence until after the time for registering 
for a primary, general, or municipal elec­
tion may execute the affidavit or form of 
registration prescribed by this chapter 
before anyone authorized to administer an 
oath. [P.L.I-1993, § 5; P.L.14-1993, § 13.] 

3-7-5.1-5. When signature in pres­
ence of person authorized to adminis­
ter oath not required. - A voter who: 

(1) Is eligible for an absentee ballot 
under IC 3-11-4; and 
(2) Wants to execute an affidavit or 
form for voter registration and: 

(A) Is an absent uniformed services 
voter (as defined in 42 U.S.C. 
1973ff-6(l»; or 
(B) Is an overseas voter (as defined 
in 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-6(5)); 

is not required to sign the affidavit or form 
in the presence of a person authorized to 
administer an oath, and the affidavit or 
form need not be signed by such a person. 
The circuit court clerk or board of registra­
tion shall inform the voter that no signa­
ture other than that of the voter is re­
quired on the affidavit or form and that a 
voter who makes a false statement on the 
affidavit or form is subject to the penalties 
for perjury. [P.L.1-1993; § 5.] 

3-7-5.1-6. Execution of affidavit or 
form of registration by voters confined 
to home or hospital. - (a) A voter who, 
by reason of illness, injury, quarantine, or 
caring for a confined voter: 

(1) Is or will be confined to the voter's 
home, a hospital, or a private resi­
dence; and 
(2) Will be unable to appear in person 
before the circuit court clerk or board 
of registration of the county in which 
the voter resides, or before a deputy 
registration officer appointed by the 
clerk or board of the county in which 
the voter resides; 

may execute the affidavit or form of regis­
tration prescribed by this chapter for ab­
sentee registration before anyone autho­
rized to administer an oath. 

(b) If the voter is unable to sign or mark 
the registration form due to disability, any 
person designated by the voter may sign 
the voter's name on the form in the 
presence of the voter and the person ad­
ministering the oath to the voter. 
[P.L.I-1993, § 5; P.L.14-1993, § 14.] 

3-7-5.1-7. Duties of circuit court 
clerk or board of registration upon 
receiving an application for absentee 
registration. - When a circuit court clerk 
or board of registration receives an appli­
cation for absentee registration, the clerk 
or board shall promptly mail or deliver to 
the applicant the affidavit prescribed by 
this chapter for the registration of an 
absentee voter by absentee process. When 
the properly executed and certified affida­
vit is returned to the clerk or board, the 
applicant becomes a registered voter in the 
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precinct of residence. [P.L.I-1993, § 5; 
P.L.14-1993, § 15.] 

3-7-5.1-8. Duties of board of re!fis­
tration upon receiving an application 
for absentee re~stration. - When a 
board of registration receives an applica­
tion for absentee registration, the board 
shall also record the name, address, and 
other pertinent information on a suitable 
record form and then promptly mail or 
deliver the applicant's affidavit or form to 
the circuit court clerk for the use of the 
clerk in mailing applications for absentee 
ballots. [P.L.I-1993; § 5.] 

3-7-5.1-9. Duties of secretary of 
state upon receipt of affidavit or form 
for absentee regIstration. - If the secre­
tary of state receives any affidavits or 
forms for absentee registration, the secre­
tary of state shall promptly forward them 
to the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration of the county where the appli­
cant resides according to the address on 
the affidavit or form. If the application is 
both an application for voter registration 
and an application for an absentee ballot, 
the secretary of state shall promptly for­
ward the application to the clerk or board. 
[P.L.I-1993; § 5.] 

3-7-5.1-10. Duties of circuit court 
clerk upon receiving affidavit or form 
for absentee registration. - When a 
circuit court clerk receives an affidavit or 
form for absentee registration, the clerk 
shall promptly mail the absentee ballot 
application~ as soon as they are available. 
[P.L.I-1993, § 5.] 

3-7-5.1-11. Duties of circuit court 
clerk in county where there is a board 
of registration. - If an affidavit or form 
is mailed to the circuit court clerk in a 
county where there is a board of registra­
tion, the clerk shall promptly mail or 
deliver to the board the affidavit or form 
requesting registration. If the application 
is both an application for registration and 
an application for an absentee ballot, the 
clerk shall record the name, address, and 
other necessary information on a suitable 
record for the use of the clerk's office in 
mailing an application for an absentee 
ballot. The requested application for an 
absentee ballot shall be mailed as soon as 
the applications are available. After mak­
ing the required record, the clerk shall 
promptly mail or deliver the dual applica­
tion to the board. The board shall promptly 
mail the absentee registration affidavits to 
the applicant at the address appearing on 
the affidavit or form submitted by the 

applicant. [P.L.I-1993, § 5; P.L.14-1993, 
§ 16.] 

3-7-5.1-12. Processing of absentee 
registration affidavit or form. - (a) 
Except as provided in subsection (b), the 
circuit court clerk or board of registration 
shall process an absentee registration affi­
davit or form during the registration pe­
riod described by IC 3-7-3-5. If the clerk or 
board receives a properly completed regis­
tration form during a time other than the 
registration period described by IC 3-7-3-5, 
the clerk or board shall process the form on 
the first day of the next registration pe­
riod. 

(b) Notwithstanding IC 3-7-3-5, the 
clerk or board shall process an absentee 
registration affidavit or form received 
from an absent uniformed services voter or 
an overseas voter during the registration 
period described by IC 3-7-3-5 or during 
the period beginning on the twenty-ninth 
day before the election and ending on the 
date that the clerk or board prepares the 
certified list under IC 3-7-7-9. 
[P.L.14-1993, § 17.] 

CHAPTER 6 

SUPPLEMENTAL VOTER REGISTRATION DAY 

SECTION. 
3-7-6-1. Voter Registration Day. 
3-7·6-2. Voter Registration Day districts. 
3-7-6-3. Resolution to conduct Voter Registration 

Day - Notice to political parties. 
3-7·6-4. Party·recommended registration locations, 
3-7·6-5. Registration facilities - Selection - Notice 

to political panies. 
3-7-6-6. Registration hours, . 
3-7-6-7. Deputy registration officers. 
3-7-6-8. Where person may register. 
3-7·6-9. Notice to public. 

3-7-6-1. Voter Registration Day. -
Each county election board may conduct, 
on the second Tuesday of March before 
each primary election and on the second 
Tuesday of September before each general, 
special, or municipal election, a supple­
mental registration of voters at designated 
locations throughout the county. The des­
ignated day is known as Voter Registra­
tion Day. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-6-2. Voter Registration Day dis­
tricts. - If a county election board decides 
to conduct a Voter Registration Day, the 
board shall divide the county into Voter 
Registration Day districts. No more than 
one (1) Voter Registration Day district 
may be located in anyone (1) precinct 
although precincts may be combined to 
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form Voter Registration Day districts. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-6-3_ Resolution to conduct Voter 
Registration Day - Notice to political 
parties. - A county election board shall 
designate, by written resolution, its inten­
tion to conduct a Voter Registration Day 
at least thirty (30) days before the date to 
be designated as Voter Registration Day. 
The secretary of the county election board 
shall notify the county chairmen of the 
major political parties of the county of the 
board's intention to conduct a Voter Regis­
tration Day, the date of the Voter Regis­
tration Day, the location of each Voter 
Registration Day district, and the pre­
cincts that are included in each Voter 
Registration Day district. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 3.] 

3-7-6-4. Party-recommended regis­
tration locations. - The county chair­
men of the major political parties of the 
county shall recommend one (1) location in 
each Voter Registration Day district at 
which registration can be held without 
cost to the county election board. The 
recommendation shall be filed with the 
county election board no later than noon 
fourteen (14) days before Voter Registra­
tion Day. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.1O-1988, 
§ 18.] 

3-7-6-5. Registration facilities - Se­
lection - Notice to political parties. -
Registration on Voter Registration Day 
shall be conducted in facilities obtained by 
the county election board. Wherever possi­
ble, facilities shall be obtained without 
cost. At least seven (7) days before Voter 
Registration Day, the county election 
board shall designate the locations at 
which registration is to be held and shall 
notify the county chairmen of the major 
political parties of the county of the ad­
dresses of the locations. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-6-6. Registration hours. - The 
locations designated for registration on 
Voter Registration Day must be open for 
registration from noon to 8 P.M. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-6-7. Deputy registration offi­
cers. - Registration of voters at each 
designated location shall be conducted by 
at least two (2) deputy registration officers 
of the county appointed under IC 3-7-2. At 
each location each of the major political 
parties of the county may appoint one-half 
(1/2) of the deputy registrars. However, the 
failure of either political party to appoint 
deputy registrars at a location does not 

prohibit the conduct of a Voter Registra­
tion Day at the location. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-6-8. Where person may register. 
- A person entitled to register to vote may 
register at any designated registration 
location in the person's county of resi­
dence. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-6-9. Notice to public. - The pur­
pose of this chapter is to encourage voter 
registration by making voter registration 
facilities more accessible. To achieve this 
purpose, adequate notice shall be given to 
the public of the Voter Registration Day 
and the locations at which registration 
will be conducted. [P.L.1-1989, § 11.] 

CHAPTER 7 

POST·REGISTRATION PROCEDURES 

SECTION. 
3-7-7-1. Memoranda to be prepared for affidavits of 

registration or transfers of regis­
tration. 

3-7-7-2. Transmittal of copy of memorandum of 
affidavits or transfers of registra­
tion to political party chairmen -
Memorandum executed 65 days 
prior to election. 

3-7-7-3. Transmittal of copy of memorandum of 
affidavits or transfers of registra­
tion - Memorandum executed 
less than 65 days prior to election. 

3-7-7-4. Affidavits and forms of registration of 
voters inside municipalities -
Filing of originals and duplicates 
- Inspection. 

3-7-7-5. Affidavits and forms of registration of 
voters outside municipalities -
Filing of originals and duplicates. 

3-7-7-6. Affidavits and forms of registration 
Custody of originals. 

3-7-7-7. Affidavits and forms of registration 
Binders or card files. 

3-7-7-8. Municipal registration record. 
3-7-7-9. Registered voter list - Preparation 

Content. 
3-7-7-10. Registered voter list - Distribution to 

precinct inspectors and political 
party chairmen - Public inspec­
tion. 

3-7-7-10.5. Disclosure and use of information in 
registered voter list. 

3-7-7-11. Registration record, computerized certified 
copies, and supplies - Copy of 
affidavit of registration of voters 
under computerized system 
Procurement and return by in­
spector. 

3-7-7-12. Report to state election board. 

3-7-7-1. Memoranda to be prepared 
for affidavits of registration or trans­
fers of registration. - In a county that 
has a board of registration, the board shall 
have prepared in triplicate a memoran-
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dum for each voter's original affidavit of 
registration or transfer of an original 
registration executed by the board or an 
authorized deputy registration officer. The 
memorandum must indicate the name, 
assigned identification number, street and 
number, ward, and precinct of each resi­
dent voter of the county who has executed 
an original affidavit of registration. For a 
resident voter of the county who executes a 
transfer of an original registration or 
change of name, the memorandum must 
indicate the name, the assigned identifica­
tion number, and the former and present 
addresses by street number, ward, and 
precinct. The board of registration shall 
retain the original copies of all memo­
randa or microfilmed copies of the memo­
randa as part of the permanent records in 
its office. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 70.] 

3-7-7-2. Transmittal of copy of mem­
orandum of affidavits or transfers of 
registration to political party chairmen 
- Memorandum executed 65 days 
prior to election. - Copies of all memo­
randa executed under section 1 of this 
chapter during that part of a registration 
period ending sixty-five (65) days before a 
primary, general, or municipal election 
shall be forwarded not later than sixty (60) 
days before the election to: 

(1) Each of the county chairmen of the 
major political parties of the county; 
and 
(2) Upon request, to the county chair­
man of any other bona fide political 
party that has at least one (1) candi­
date on the ballot of the election or the 
chairman of an independent candi­
date's committee if the candidate is on 
the ballot at the election. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 3; P.L.3-1993, § 37.] 

3-7-7-3. Transmittal of copy of mem­
orandum of affidavits or transfers of 
registration - Memorandum executed 
less than 65 days prior to election. -
Copies of all memoranda executed under 
section 1 of this chapter during that part of 
a registration period beginning sixty-five 
(65) days before a primary, general, or 
municipal election and ending twenty-nine 
(29) days before the election shall be 
forwarded daily and within forty-eight (48) 
hours of the date upon which the memo­
randa were originally made to: 

(1) Each of the county chairmen of the 
major political parties of the county; 
and 
(2) Upon request, to the county chair­
man of any other bona fide political 
party that has at least one (1) candi-

date on the ballot of the election or the 
chairman of an independent candi­
date's committee if the candidate is on 
the ballot at the election. [P.L.5-1993, 
§ 3; P.L.3-1993, § 38.] 

3-7-7-4. Affidavits and forms of reg­
istration of voters inside municipalities 
- Filing of originals and duplicates -
Inspection. - The original affidavits or 
forms of registration of voters who reside 
inside the corporate boundaries of munici­
palities shall be filed by precincts, 
arranged either in alphabetical order or in 
numerical order of the houses located on 
each street separately and commencing 
with the lowest and ending with the 
highest number within the precinct. The 
affidavits or forms of voters registered at 
the same address shall be arranged in 
alphabetical order. The streets shall be 
arranged in alphabetical order. The affida­
vits or forms must be available at reason­
able times during regular office hours for 
inspection, transcription, and duplication, 
including photocopy duplication and mi­
crofilming, in accordance with IC 5-14-3. 
The duplicate affidavits or forms shall be 
filed in exact alphabetical order for the 
entire county without regard to precincts. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1993, § 39.] 

3-7-7-5. Affidavits and forms of reg­
istration of voters outside municipali­
ties - Filing of originals and dupli­
cates. - The original affidavits or forms 
of registration of voters who reside outside 
the corporate boundaries of municipalities 
shall be filed in alphabetical order by 
precincts. The duplicate affidavits or forms 
shall be filed in alphabetical order for the 
entire county without regard to precincts. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-7-6. Affidavits and forms of reg­
istration - Custody of originals. - The 
circuit court clerk or board of registration 
shall keep all original affidavits or forms 
of registration in its office except when the 
affidavits or forms are in the possession of 
the precinct election boards for use on 
election day at the polls. The clerk or 
board shall keep all duplicate affidavits or 
forms at all times in its office. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 3.] 

3-7-7-7. Affidavits and forms of reg­
istration - Binders or card files. - The 
affidavits or forms shall be securely 
arranged in suitable binders or card files 
before being delivered to the inspector of 
each precinct to be used at an election. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.7-1990, § 17.] 
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3-7-7-8- Municipal registration 
record_ - The registration record used at 
any municipal primary or municipal elec­
tion is that part of the registration record 
of the county in which the municipality is 
located. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.7-1990, 
§ 18.] 

3-7-7-9. Registered voter list 
Preparation - Content. - Not later 
thiln ten (10) days before the election at 
which the registration record is to be used, 
the circuit court clerk or board of registra­
tion shall prepare certified copies of the 
list of registered voters for each precinct in 
the county. The lists must contain the full 
name, address, and assigned identification 
number of each registered voter. The 
names shall be arranged in the same order 
as they are in the registration record of the 
precinct. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.5-1989, 
§ 16; P.L.7-I990, § 19.] 

3-7-7-10. Registered voter list - Dis­
tribution to precinct inspectors and 
political party chairmen - Public in­
spection_ - (a) Two (2) copies of the list 
required by section 9 [IC 3-77-9] of this 
chapter shall be furnished to the inspector 
of the precinct for use at the polls on 
election day, and one (1) copy of the list 
shall be furnished to each of the county 
chairmen of the major political parties of 
the county as soon as the lists are pre­
pared. 

(b) Upon request a copy of the list 
required by section 9 of this chapter shall 
be furnished to: 

(1) The county chairman of any politi­
cal party that has at least one (1) 
candidate on the ballot in the next 
election; 
(2) The committee of a candidate 
whose name will appear on the ballot 
in the next election; and 
(3) The county chairman of any other 
bona fide political party; as soon as 
the lists are prepared. 

(c) To qualify as a bona fide political 
party under subsection (b), a political 
party must file a certification with the 
clerk of the circuit court of the county that 
the political party is a bona fide political 
party together with verifiable factual rep­
resentations to support the certification. 

(d) Notwithstanding IC 5-I4-3-4(c), ad­
ditional copies of the registration lists as 
prepared under subsection (a) shall be kept 
open to the public for inspection and 
copying in the same manner as other 
public records under IC 5-14-3 at the office 
of the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration as soon as they are completed. 

[P.L.5-I986, § 3; P.L.1O-I992, § 5; 
P.L.I3-I992, § 1; P.L.3-I993, § 40.] 

3-7-7-10.5. Disclosure and use of in­
formation in registered voter list. -
(a) This section applies to the following: 

(1) A county chairman who receives a 
list under section 10 [IC 3-7-7-10] of 

'this chapter. 
(2) A person who receives a list from a 
county chairman described in subdivi­
sion (1). 

(b) A list received under subsection (a) 
may not be: 

(1) Disclosed by a person who receives 
the list under subsection (a) to a 
commercial entity for commercial pur­
poses; or 
(2) Used by a commercial entity for 
commercial purposes. 

(c) Use of information obtained under 
this section in connection with the prepa­
ration of a news broadcast or a publication 
in a newspaper, and publication of infor­
mation obtained under this section in a 
news broadcast or newspaper, is not pro­
hibited. [P.L.1O-I992, § 6.] 

3-7-7-11. Registration record, com­
puterized certified copies, and supplies 
- Copy of affidavit of registration of 
voters under computerized system -
Procurement and return by inspector_ 
- (a) At the time the inspector of a 
precinct procures the ballots and other 
election supplies for an election, the in­
spector shall also procure from the circuit 
court clerk or board of registration: 

(1) A copy of the registration record; 
or 
(2) In a county with a computerized 
registration system, the certified cop­
ies prepared under section 9 [IC 
3-7 -7 -9] of this chapter; 

and other necessary registration supplies. 
(b) The circuit court clerk or board of 

registration in a county with a computer­
ized registration system may also provide 
the inspector of each precinct in the county 
with a certified photocopy of the signature 
on the affidavit of registration of each 
voter of the precinct for the comparison of 
signatures under IC 3-10-1-24.5 or IC 
3-11-8-25. 

(c) The inspector shall have the record 
or copies and supplies at the polls on 
election day. The inspector shall return 
the registration record or copies and sup­
plies at the same time when other election 
supplies and ballots are returned. 
[P.L.5-I986, § 3; P.L.5-I989, § 17; 
P.L.I-I990, § 6; P.L.7-I990, § 20.] 



73 STATEWIDE VOTER REGISTRATION FILE 3-7-7.5-5 

3-7-7-12. Report to state election 
board. - In addition to the reports re­
quired under IC 3-7-7.5, the circuit court 
clerk or board of registration shall file a 
report with the state election board not 
later than noon January 31 of each year. 
The report must include; 

(1) A statement of the number of 
voters registered in each precinct of 
the county as of December 31 of the 
preceding year; and 
(2) Other data prescribed by the state 
election board. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.1O-1988, § 19; 
P.L.13-1992, § 2.] 

CHAPTER 7.5 

STATEWIDE VOTER REGISTRATION FILE 

SECTION. 
3-7-7.5-1. Applicability of chapter. 
3-7-7.5-2. Statewide voter registration file. 
3-7-7.5-3. Duty of circuit court clerk or board of 

registration to provide informa­
tion. 

3-7-7.5-4. Required information. 
3-7-7.5-5. Form of information. 
3-7-7.5-6. Compilation of information - Requests 

- Notice - Agreement - Publi­
cation - Fee. 

3-7 -7 .5-7. Disclosure of information. 
3-7-7.5-8. Incentives to computerize. 
3-7-7.5-9. Annual appropriation. 
3-7-7.5-10. Intentional failure to comply with chapter 

as Class B infraction. 
3·7-7.5-11. [Repealed.] 
3-7-7.5-12. Duty to obtain information. 

3-7-7.5-1. Applicability of chapter. 
- This chapter applies to a county in 
which voter registration information is 
kept by computer. [P.L.13-1992, § 3.] 

3-7-7.5-2. Statewide voter registra­
tion file. - The state election board shall 
develop and maintain a statewide voter 
registration file. fP.L.13-1992, § 3.] 

3-7-7.5-3. Duty of circuit court clerk 
or board of registration to provide 
information. - (a) The circuit court clerk 
or board of registration shall provide the 
voter registration information required by 
section 4 [IC 3-7-7.5-4] of this chapter to 
the state election board. The clerk or board 
shall periodically update the voter regis­
tration information as provided in this 
section. 

(b) In a year in which a general or 
municipal election is conducted within a 
county, the clerk or board shall submit the 
information two (2) times each year on 
February 15 and July 15. The information 
submitted February 15 must be current as 

of February 1. The information submitted 
JUly 15 must be current as of July 1. 

(c) In a year in which no election is 
conducted within the county, the circuit 
court clerk or board of registration shaH 
submit the information on February 15. 
The information submitted must be cur­
rent as of February 1. 

(d) If a special election is conducted 
under IC 3-10-8 to fill a vacancy in the 
office of United States Senator or Repre­
sentative, the circuit court clerk or board 
of registration shall submit the informa­
tion at least thirty (30) days before the 
date of the special election. The informa­
tion submitted must be current as of forty­
five (45) days before the date of the special 
election. [P.L.1O-1992, § 7; P.L.13-1992, 
§ 3.] 

3-7-7.5-4. Required information. -
The circuit court clerk or board of registra­
tion shall provide the following informa­
tion in a format prescribed by the state 
election board for each voter who is regis­
tered in the county; 

(1) Name. 
(2) Address, in the form of; 

(A) A physical address, in a city Or 
town where a street address is insuf­
ficient to provide United States 
Postal Service delivery; and 
(B) A mailing address, as recog­
nized by the local United States post 
office, including city or town, state, 
and zip code; 

in separate data fields, according to 
state election board formatting stan­
dards. 
(3) Date of birth. 
(4) Township. 
(5) Ward, if applicable. 
(6) Precinct. 
(7) State senate district and house of 
representatives district. 
(8) Congressional district. 
(9) Gender. 
(10) Telephone number, if available. 
(11) Voting history for the previous 
ten (10) year period if available. 
(12) A unique field established for 
each registered voter, so that future 
submissions may be linked and cross­
referenced with previous data submit­
ted by the county. 
(13) Date of registration. 

[P.L.13-1992, § 3; P.L.3-1993, § 41.] 

3-7-7.5-5. Form of information. 
The information required by section 4 [IC 
3-7-7-4] of this chapter shaH be provided 
on magnetic media or other machine read­
able form to the state election board. The 
state election board shall prescribe a for-
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mat to ensure the standardization and the 
readability of this data. [P.L.13-1992, § 3; 
P.L.3-1993, § 42.] 

3-7-7.5-6. Compilation of informa­
tion - Requests - Notice - Agree­
ment - Publication - Fee. - (a) Except 
as provided in subsection (c), the state 
election board shall adopt a nondiscrimi­
natory uniform policy under IC 5-14-3-3(c) 
regarding the duplication of a complete 
and undivided compilation of the informa­
tion all counties have provided to the 
statewide voter file. The state election 
board may not provide any division of the 
compilation. 

(b) Upon request, and not later than five 
(5) days after the request is made, the 
state election board shall provide a com­
plete compilation of the information pro­
vided under section 4 [IC 3-7-7.5-4] of this 
chapter, including format information and 
any other information required to decode 
this data, to the following entities: 

0) State central committees of major 
political parties. 
(2) State organizations of bona fide 
political parties that are not major 
political parties if the political party 
has at least two (2) candidates on the 
ballot in the next election. 
(3) Committees of an independent 
candidate for federal or state office if 
the candidate is on the ballot in the 
next election. 
(4) Members of the media for publica­
tion as permitted under subsection (e). 

All entities that have filed a written 
request under this subsection with the 
state election board prior to completion of 
the compilation shall be notified at the 
same time that the compilation is com­
pleted and available. 

(c) This subsection applies to all persons 
not described by subsection (b)(l), (b)(2), 
(b)(3), or (b)(4). Upon request, the state 
election board, or an entity acting under 
an agreement with the state election board 
to perform this service, shall provide the 
information obtained under section 4 of 
this chapter, other than the information 
obtained under section 4(3), 4(9), 4(10), 
4(2), or 4(13) [IC 3-7-7.5-4(3), IC 
3-7-7.5-4(9), IC 3-7-7.5-4(10), IC 
3-7-7.5-4(12), IC 3-7-7.5-4(13)] of this chap­
ter, to any person who signs an agreement 
containing the terms set forth in subsec­
tion (d). The state election board may not 
provide the information obtained under 
section 4(3), 4(9), 4(10), 4(2), or 4(13) of 
this chapter to a person subject to this 
subsection. 

(d) A person who requests a compilation 
of the information contained in the state-

wide voter file from the state election 
board under subsection (b) or (c) must 
execute an agreement with the state elec­
tion board on a form prescribed by the 
state election board. The form must state 
that the person receiving information un­
der this section may not: 

(1) Use the compilation obtained from 
the state election board to solicit mer­
chandise, goods, services, or subscrip­
tions; or 
(2) Sell, loan, give away, or otherwise 
deliver the information obtained by 
the request to any other person (as 
defined in IC 5-14-3-2); 

for a purpose other than political activities 
or political fundraising activities. 

(e) Publication of information obtained 
under this section in a news broadcast or 
newspaper is not prohibited. 

(I) Notwithstanding IC 5-14-3-8, the 
state election board shall charge each 
recipient a reasonable fee not to exceed 
two hundred dollars ($200) per county 
included in the statewide voter file to 
recover the cost of obtaining and providing 
the compilation described in subsection 
(a). [P.L.13-1992, § 3; P.L.3-1993, § 43.] 

3-7-7.5-7. Disclosure of information. 
- This chapter does not do the following: 

(1) Limit the ability of a circuit court 
clerk or board of registration to dis­
close the information in section 4 [IC 
3-7-7.5-4] of this chapter to persons 
other than the state election board. 
(2) Change the procedure for disclos­
ing the information in section 4 of this 
chapter to persons other than the state 
election board. [P.L.13-1992, § 3.] 

3-7-7.5-8. Incentives to computerize. 
- The state election board may offer 
counties that do not have computerized 
registration systems incentives to comput­
erize. [P.L.13-1992, § 3.] 

3-7-7.5-9. Annual appropriation. 
There is annually appropriated to the state 
election board from the state general fund 
an amount sufficient for the board to use to 
carry out the purposes of this chapter. 
[P.L.13-1992, § 3.] 

3-7-7.5-10. Intentional failure to 
comply with chapter as Class B infrac­
tion. - A circuit court clerk, member of a 
board of registration, or county official 
responsible for maintaining computerized 
voter registration information who fails to 
comply with this chapter commits a Class 
B infraction. [P.L.13-1992, § 3; 
P.L.3-1993, § 44.] 
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3-7-7.5-11- [Repealed.) 

3-7-7.5-12. Duty to obtain informa­
tion. - A circuit court clerk or a member 
of a board of registration shall make every 
elTort to obtain the information required 
under this chapter for existing registered 
voter records contained on the clerk's or 
board's computer system on July 1, 1993. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 45.) 

CHAPTER 8 

TRANSFER OF REGISTRATION 

SECTION. 
3·7-8-1. Sending or filing transfer form upon change 

of residence. 
3-7-8-2. When transfers may be made. 
3-7-8-3. Transfer form. 
3·7-8-4. (Repealed. I 
3-7-8-5. Signature on transfer form - Voter's atub. 
3-7-8-6. li'ann for cancellation and transfer - Num-

bering. 
3-7-8-7. Blank transfer forms - Accountability of 

deputy registration officer. 
3-7·8-8. (Repealed. ( 
3-7-8-9. Transfer fonns - Filing. 
3-7-8-10. Use of registration receipt or stub to effec­

tuate transfer. 
3·7-8-11. Procedure on receipt of transfer form. 
3-7-8-11.5. Cancellation of registration in former 

residence where person has 
moved in-state. 

3-7-8-11.7. Cancellation of registration in former 
residence where person has 
moved out-of-state. 

3-7-8-12. County-to-county transfers - Information 
concerning prior addresses -
Cancellation of previous registra­
tion. 

3-7·8·13. (Repealed. I 
3-7-8-14. Transmittal of authority to cancel prior 

registrations. 
3-7-8-15. Transfers of registration at polls. 
3-7-8-16. (Repealed. ( 
3-7-8-17. Transfers of registration at polls - Effect. 
3-7·8-18. (Repealed.l 
3-7-8-19. Changes in precinct boundaries - Auto­

matic transfers of registration. 
3-7-8-20. Naming or renaming streets - Numbering 

or renumbering lots or structures 
- Conversion of rural route ad­
dresses to numbered addresses. 

3-7-8-21. Change in voter address - Duties of clerk 
or board. 

3-7 -S-l. Sending or filing transfer 
form upon change of residence. -
Upon a change of residence, a voter shall 
transfer the voter's registration to the 
voter's new address by sending a transfer 
on a prescribed form to the circuit court 
clerk or board of registration or by apply­
ing in person for a transfer. The transfer 
form shall be provided by the clerk or 
board and shall be executed as prescribed 
by this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.) 

3-7-S-2. When transfers may be 
made. - (a) A voter may transfer regis­
tration at any time during the registration 
period prescribed in IC 3-7-3-5 at the office 
of the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration for the county in which the 
voter resides, or with any of the deputy 
registration officers appointed by the clerk 
or board. 

(b) The clerk or board shall receive and 
execute transfers during regular office 
hours. [P.L.5-19S6, § 3; P.L.3-1987, § 71; 
P.L.10-1988, § 20; P.L.3-1989, § 4; 
P.L.5-1991, § 1; P.L.17-1993, § 5.] 

3-7-S-3. Transfer form. - The trans­
fer of registration must be made on a form 
prescribed under IC 3-7-3-9. [P.L.5-19S6, 
§ 3, P.L.3-1987, § 72.) 

3-7-S-4. [Repealed.) 

3-7-S-5. Signature on transfer form 
- Voter's stub. - The transfer of regis­
tration of a voter must be signed in ink or 
with an indelible pencil. The transfer stub 
shall be given to the voter on executing the 
transfer. The stub must also contain the 
signature of the voter, the same number 
that appears on the attached transfer, and 
the signature of the registration officer. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1987, § 73.) 

3-7-S-6. Form for cancellation and 
transfer - Numbering. - The authori­
zation to cancel a previous registration 
address and to transfer the registration to 
the precinct or address to which a voter 
has moved must bear a distinctive number 
and be on a form prescribed under IC 
3-7-3-9. The number must appear both on 
the transfer form and on the stub attached. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-19S7, § 74.) 

3-7-S-7. Blank transfer forms - Ac­
countability of deputy registration offi­
cer. - Each deputy registration officer 
shall give a receipt to the circuit court 
clerk or board of registration for the num­
ber of blank transfer forms issued to the 
deputy. The deputy is responsible for the 
forms until the deputy returns them to the 
clerk or board. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-S-S. [Repealed.) 

3-7-S-9.· Transfer forms - Filing. -
All transfer of registration forms shall be 
filed with the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration from time to time as the clerk 
or board requires. However, all transfer of 
registration forms shall be filed not later 
than noon of the day following the close of 
any registration period, whether the trans-
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fer forms have been filled out and exe­
cuted, are unused, or have been mutilated. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.10-1988, § 21.] 

3·7·8·10. Use of registration receipt 
or stub to effectuate transfer. - A voter 
may also request a transfer of registration 
by mailing the registration receipt or stub, 
or a duplicate of it, for cancellation to the 
circuit court clerk or board of registration. 
The voter must sign the request on the 
back of the receipt or stub containing the 
same information required for a transfer of 
registration under section 3 [IC 3-7-8-3] of 
this chapter. If the request is sufficient, 
the clerk or board shall transfer the regis­
tration of the voter as otherwise prescribed 
by this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.3-1987, § 75.] 

3-7·8·11. Procedure on receipt of 
transfer form. - (a) Upon receipt of a 
properly executed transfer of registration 
form, the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration shall place the affidavit in the 
proper precinct registration record and 
enter the transfer in any computerized 
record. 

(b) Upon receiving a properly executed 
affidavit for transfer of registration under 
IC 3-7-4.5 from a person whose new resi· 
dence is in the same county as the former 
residence, the circuit court clerk or the 
board of registration shall transfer the 
person's registration to the proper precinct 
in the county as soon as the transfer is 
permitted under section 2 [IC 3-7-8-2] of 
this ~hapter. [P.L.5-19~6, § 3; P.L.3-1,987: 
§ 76, P.L.5-1989, § 18, P.L.7-1990, § 21, 
P.L.17-1993, § 6.] 

3·7·8·11.5. Cancellation of registra­
tion in former residence where person 
moved in·state. - (a) This section applies 
only to a person who has: 

(1) Moved from the county where the 
person is registered to another county 
in Indiana; and 
(2) Executed an affidavit under IC 
3-7-4.5. 

(b) Execution by a person of the affida· 
vit under IC 3-7-4.5 constitutes authoriza­
tion by the person to cancel the person's 
registration in the county of the person's 
former residence. 

(c) The circuit court clerk or the board of 
registration of the county of the person's 
former residence shall mail the original 
affidavit of registration and the affidavit 
executed under IC 3-7-4.5 within thirty 
(30) days after the beginning of the next 
registration period under IC 3-7-3-5 to the 
circuit court clerk or board of registration 
in the county in which the person cur-

rently resides, as shown by the affidavit 
executed under IC 3-7-4.5. 

(d) Upon receiving the affidavits sent 
under subsection (c), the circuit court clerk 
or board of registration of the county in 
which the person currently resides shall do 
either of the following: 

(1) Transfer the person's registration 
to the proper precinct registration 
record in the county under IC 
3-7-8-11. 
(2) Mail to the person by first class 
mail a notice, in the form prescribed 
by the state election board, that the 
person's request to transfer the per­
son's registration has been received 
and that the voter must complete an 
application for new registration to be 
registered in the proper precinct in 
that county for the next election. 

(e) Upon mailing the person's affidavits 
to another county under this section, the 
person's registration in the county of the 
person's former residence shall be can­
celed. [P.L.17-1993, § 7.] 

3·7·8-11.7. Cancellation of registra· 
tion in former residence wbere person 
has moved out·of·state. - (a) This sec­
tion applies only to a person who has: 

(1) Moved from Indiana to another 
state; and 
(2) Executed an affidavit under IC 
3-7-4. 

(b) Execution by a person of the affida­
vit under IC 3-7-4 constitutes authoriza­
tion by the person to cancel the person's 
registration in the county of the person's 
former residence. [P.L.17-1993, § 8.] 

3·7·8·12. County-to.county trans· 
fers - Information concerning prior 
addresses - Cancellation of previous 
registration. - A voter who has changed 
residence from the county in which regis­
tered to another county must give the 
voter's two (2) most recent previous ad­
dresses, listed separately on a form pre­
scribed under IC 3-7-3-9. This form consti­
tutes an authorization of cancellation of 
registration in each county of previous 
residence. At the time of registering, the 
voter shall sign the authorization to cancel 
the previous registration. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.3-1987, § 77.] 

3·7·8-13. [Repealed.] 

3·7-8·14. Transmittal of authority to 
cancel prior registrations. - The circuit 
court clerk or board of registration of the 
county in which a voter registers shall 
send the authorization of cancellation to 
the circuit court clerk or board of registra-
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tion of the county or counties of previous 
residence within fifteen (15) days after 
receipt of the authorization. However, all 
authorizations shall be sent to the clerk or 
board not later than the fifteenth day 
before the date on which an election will 
be held. The clerk or board shall remove 
the affidavit of the voter from the registra­
tion record of the county and shall cancel 
the affidavit of registration by writing the 
word "cancellea" and the date of the can­
cellation across the face of the affidavit 
and entering the cancellation in any com­
puterized record. If either of the addresses 
given by the person seeking registration is 
outside the state, the clerk or board shall, 
within fifteen (15) days after receipt, send 
the authorization of cancellation to the 
voter registration office of the political 
subdivision that has jursidiction over the 
address. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.5-1989, 
§ 19; P.L.7-1990, § 22; P.L.1-1991, § 4.] 

3-7-8-15. Transfers of registration at 
polls. - In an election if a person who is 
registered to vote in a precinct; 

(1) Resides at an address in a precinct 
other than the address stated in the 
poll list or other registration records 
available to the precinct election 
board; and 
(2) Complies with; 

(A) section 2 [IC 3-7-8-2] of this 
chapter; or 
(B) IC 3-10-1-9 or IC 3-11-8-22, if 
challenged under IC 3-10-1-9 or IC 
3-11-8-20; 

the person shall be allowed to vote at the 
polls. However, before allowing the person 
to vote, a precinct election officer shall 
require the person to write the person's 
correct address on the poll list if that 
address is different from the address 
shown on the poll list and is located in that 
precinct. The circuit court clerk or board of 
registration shall, upon the return of the 
poll list from the precinct, correct the 
address of the voter on the county's perma­
nent voter registration records. This sec­
tion does not apply to a person who votes 
by absentee ballot. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.3-1987, § 78; P.L.1O-1988, § 22.] 

3-7-8-16. [Repealed.] 

3-7-8-17. Transfers of registration at 
polls - Effect. - A transfer of registra­
tion completed under section 15 [lC 
3-7-8-15] of this chapter is effective to the 
same extent as if it had been completed 
before a registration officer under IC 3-7-3. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-8·18. [Repealed.] 

3-7-8-19. Changes in precinct 
boundaries - Automatic transfers of 
registration. - (a) If the county execu­
tive establishes any precincts under IC 
3-11-1.5 so that voters who would not 
otherwise be required to register are trans­
ferred to or included within a precinct 
other than the one in which they were 
registered and voted at the last election, 
the circuit court clerk or board of registra­
tion shall transfer the affidavits of regis­
tration from the precinct registration 
record in which they are filed to the 
precinct registration record in which they 
belong. 

(b) The transfer may be made at any 
time after the order establishing the pre­
cincts becomes effective and before the day 
on which the clerk or board is required to 
deliver the copy of the registration record 
or certified copies under IC 3-7-7-9 to the 
inspectors of the precincts. 

(c) At the time of transfer, the clerk or 
board shall draw a red line through the 
name or number of the precinct appearing 
on the affidavit or form of registration and 
shall write the name or number of the 
precinct to which the voter has been 
transferred and make an appropriate 
entry in the computerized record for the 
pre~inct. [P.L.5-1986: § 3; P.L.13;1988, 
§ 5, P.L.5-1989, § 20, P.L.7-1990, § 23.] 

3-7-8-20. Namin~ or renaming 
streets - Numbermg or renumbering 
lots or structures - Conversion of 
rural route addresses to numbered 
addresses. - (a) The local public officials 
(or plan commission under IC 36-7-4-405) 
responsible for; 

(1) Naming or renaming streets; 
(2) Numbering or renumbering lots or 
structures; and 
(3) Converting rural route addresses 
to numbered addresses; 

shall report the changes to the circuit 
court clerk or board of registration no later 
than the last day of the month following 
the month in which the change was made. 

(b) One (1) time each calendar year the 
clerk or board shall submit to the United 
States Postal Service a list of the names 
and addresses of voters with rural route 
addresses. 

(c) With the information submitted un­
der subsection (b) the clerk or board shall 
request that the United States Postal 
Service indicate the rural route addresses 
that have been converted and the num­
bered addresses that replace the converted 
rural route addresses. 

(d) When notified of a conversion froni 
rural route addresses to numbered ad-
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dresses under subsections' (a) and (b), the 
clerk or board shall, as soon as practicable, 
do the following: 

(1) Draw a red line through the rural 
route address appearing on the affida­
vit or fonn of registration and write 
the numbered address that replaces 
the rural route address on the affida­
vit or fonn. 
(2) Make an appropriate entry in each 
computerized record for the precinct. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.13-1988, § 6; 
P.L.1O-1992, § 8; P.L.3-1993, § 46.] 

3-7-8-21. Change in voter address­
Duties of clerk or board. - (a) This 
section applies if the circuit court clerk or 
board of registration is notified by: 

(1) The United States Postal Service; 
or 
(2) A local public official or plan com­
mission under section 20 [IC 3-7-8-20] 
of this chapter; 

that the mailing address, street name, or 
residence number of a voter's residence 
has been changed by the United States 
Postal Service, local public official, or plan 
commission. 

(b) This section does not apply to a 
change of residence by a voter. 

(c) The clerk or board shall, as soon as 
practicable after the change becomes effec­
tive: 

(1) Draw a red line through the mail­
ing address, street name, or residence 
number appearing on the affidavit or 
fonn of registration and write the 
changed mailing address, street name, 
or residence number on the affidavit 
or fonn; and 
(2) Make an appropriate entry in each 
computerized record for the precinct. 
[P.L.1O-1992, § 9.] 

CHAPTER 9 

CANCELLATION OF REGISTRATION 

SECTION. 
3-7-9-1. Determining nonvoters in last four years. 
3-7-9-2. Notice to nonvoters. 
3-7-9-3. Form of notice to nonvoters - Application 

for reinstatement. 
3-7-9-4. Applications for reinstatement - Acknowl­

edgment of receipt - Voting 
records notation. 

3-7-9-5. Cancellation of registration. 
3-7-9-5.5. Appropriation by county fiscal body. 
3-7-9-6. Registration after cancellation. 
3-7-9-7. Registration after cancellation -- Military 

personnel 
3-7-9-8. List of voters not seeking reinstatement­

Affidavit. 
3-7-9-9. Reports to election officials of deaths and 

b~rial permits. 

SECTION. 
3-7-9-10. Cancellation and purge of registration of 

deceased persons. 
3-7-9-11. Notice of cancellation to disfranchised 

voters. . 
3-7-9-12. Cancellation by voter's authorization. 
3-7-9-13. Voter challenges - Filing of affidavit by 

another voter - Contents of affi­
davit. 

3-7-9-14. Voter challenge&-Notification to chal­
lenged voter - Duties of chal­
lenged voter. 

3-7-9-15. Cancelled registration affidavits. 
3-7-9-16. Qualification at election of voter challenged 

pursuant to IC 3-7-9·\3. 
3-7-9·17 - 3-7·9-19. [Repealed.] 
3-7-9-20. Notations on affidavits and forms of regis­

tration of cancellation. 
3-7-9-21. Cancellation lists - Transmittal to politi­

cal party chairmen. 

3-7-9-1. Determining nonvoters in 
last four years. - (a) In June of each 
year the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration shall: 

(1) Examine the registration record 
and poll lists of each precinct to ascer­
tain the names of all voters who did 
not vote at any election in the forty­
eight (48) month period from the first 
day of the month before the most 
recent election. However, a voter may 
not be included in the list of nonvoters 
if the voter has registered, trans­
ferred, or applied for reinstatement of 
registration during that period even 
though the voter did not vote at any 
election held during that period; and 
(2) In a county that maintains a list of 
registered voters in a computerized 
system, submit the names of all regis­
tered voters in the county to the 
United States Postal Service Address 
Change Service. 

(b) A clerk or board acting under sub­
section (a)(2) shall request that the United 
States Postal Service Address Change Ser­
vice indicate the voters who are deceased 
or no longer reside at the submitted ad­
dress. The clerk or board shall request that 
a voter who: 

(1) Has a temporary forwarding order 
in effect; 
(2) Is an absent unifonned services 
voter; or 
(3) Is an overseas voter; 

not be included in the list of deceased 
voters or voters who no longer reside at the 
submitted address. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.12-1987, § 1; P.L.1O-1988, § 23; 
P.L.7-1990, § 24; P.L.3-1993, § 47; 
P.L.14-1993, § 18; S.B.22-1993(ss), § 1.] 

Editor's Note. - This section was separately 
amended by P.L.3-1993 and P.L.14-1993, neither act 
referring to the other. Because the ch'anges made by 
the acts were in conflict, corrective legislation is to be 
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introduced. For convenience, the State Election 
Board has directed the Publisher to implement the 
provisions of Senate Bill 22 of the 1993 First Special 
Session for this edition of "Indiana Election Code." 

3-7-9-2. Notice to nonvoters. - (a) 
The circuit court clerk or board of registra­
tion shall send a notice: 

(1) To each nonvoting voter, suspected 
deceased voter, or voter who may have 
moved, as ascertained under section 1 
[IC 3-7-9-11 of this chapter, at the last 
known address of the voter; 
(2) To the county chairmen of the 
major political parties of the county; 
and 
(3) Upon request, to the county chair­
man of each other bona fide political 
party of the county or the chairman of 
an independent candidate's commit­
tee, if the independent candidate is on 
the ballot for the next election to be 
conducted in the county. 

(b) A record of the notice and the date 
shall be made on the voter's affidavit or 
form of registration. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.12-1987, § 2; P.L.3-1993, § 48.] 

3-7-9-3. Form of notice to nonvoters 
- Application for reinstatement. -
The form of the notice required by section 
2 [IC 3-7-9-2] of this chapter must be 
substantially as follows: 

NOTICE OF SUSPENSION 
OF REGISTRATION 

You are notified that your registration 
will be cancelled according to law, unless 
you apply for reinstatement no later than 
noon tliirty (30) days from the date of this 
notice. You may reinstate your registra­
tion by signing the statement below and 
returning it to this office or by applying in 
person. 

Clerk of the Circuit Court of 
or Board of Registration of 

___________ County. 

APPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT 
OF REGISTRATION 

I certify that I will reside at the address 
from which I am registered and am a legal 
voter of the precinct and apply for rein­
statement of registration. 

Signed -;-:-;-_______ _ 
Present Address __ -,..,--::-_-::-_ 

[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.1O-1988, § 24.] 

3-7-9-4. Applications for reinstate­
ment - Acknowledgment of receipt -
Voting records notation. - The circuit 

court clerk or board of registration shall, 
on a form provided for this purpose, ac­
knowledge receipt of an application for 
reinstatement. A proper entry shall be 
made on the voting record of the affidavit 
or form of registration of each voter whose 
registration is reinstated. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 3.1 

3-7-9-5. Cancellation of registration. 
- At the expiration of the period ending at 
noon thirty (30) days after the date on 
which notices of suspension are mailed, 
the circuit court clerk or board of registra­
tion shall cancel the registration of all 
voters who have not a~plied for reinstate­
ment. [P.L.5-1986, § 3, P.L.1O-1988, § 25.] 

3-7-9-5.5. Appropriation by county 
fiscal body. - Each county fiscal body 
shall appropriate an adequate amount of 
funds for the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration to conduct: 

(1) The ascertainment of nonvoters 
under section 1 [IC 3-7-9-1] of this 
chapter; and 
(2) The mailing of notices under sec­
tion 2 [IC 3-7-9-21 of this .chapter. 
[P.L.12-1987, § 3.1 

3-7-9-6. Registration after cancella­
tion. - A voter whose registration .has 
been cancelled may register again by mak­
ing application to the circuit court clerk or 
board of registration of the county of 
residence or to any deputy registration 
officer of the county. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.1 

3-7-9-7. Registration after cancella­
tion - Military personnel. - (a) A voter 
whose registration has been canceled ac­
cording to this chapter while in the armed 
services of the United States may, upon 
return from service, have registration re­
instated at any time by showing an honor­
able discharge from service to the circuit 
court clerk or board of registration, except 
during the period beginning on the date 
that the certified list of voters is prepared 
under IC 3-7-7-9 and ending on election 
day. 

(b) In addition, the person must com­
plete an affidavit before the clerk, board, 
or any deputy registration officer in the 
form prescribed by IC 3-7-3-9. 

(c) If the voter presents the honorable 
discharge and affidavit during the period 
beginning on the date' that the certified 
list of voters is prepared under IC 3-7-7-9 
and ending on election day, the clerk or 
board shall reinstate' the registration on 
the first day of the next registration period 
under IC 3-7-3-5. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.14-1993, § 19.] 
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3-7-9-8. List of voters not seeking 
reinstatement - Affidavit. - (a) The 
circuit court clerk or board of registration 
shall, following the purge period provided 
in this chapter and following the period in 
which all registrants have reinstated their 
registrations by returning their notices as 
provided, prepare a master list of precincts 
showing all persons who have failed to 
return their notices and whose registra­
tions have been cancelled and purged. The 
clerk or board shall also furnish copies to 
the county chairmen of the major political 
parties of the county and, upon request, to 
the county chairman of any other bona fide 
political party of the county or the chair­
man of an independent candidate's com­
mittee if the candidate is on the ballot for 
the next general election to be conducted 
in the county. The forms and copies shall 
be prepared and furnished within fifteen 
(15) days after the last day for reinstate­
ment. 

(b) The circuit court clerk or board of 
registration members shall, following the 
purge period provided in this chapter and 
following the period in which all regis­
trants have reinstated their registrations 
by returning their notices as provided, file 
an affidavit under affirmation with the 
county auditor. The affidavit must be on a 
form prescribed by the state election board 
and must state that the clerk or board has: 

(1) Conducted the ascertainment of 
nonvoters under section 1 [IC 3-7-9-1] 
of this chapter: 
(2) Conducted the mailing required 
under section 2 [IC 3-7-9-2] of this 
chapter; 
(3) Processed the applications for re­
instatement under section 4 [IC 
3-7-9-4] of this chapter; and 
(4) Canceled the registrations re­
quired under section 5 [IC 3-7-9-5] of 
this chapter. 

(c) If a circuit court clerk or any board of 
registration member fails to file the affida­
vit required by subsection (b) no later than 
noon September 1, the clerk or board 
member is not entitled to receive a salary 
for the month of October. The county 
executive and the county auditor may not 
allow claims or issue warrants to pay these 
salaries. The county auditor shall notify 
the county executive and the county fiscal 
body that the affidavit has not been filed. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.12-1987, § 4; 
P.L.10-1988, § 26; P.L.3-1993, § 49.] 

3-7-9-9. Reports to election officials 
of deaths and burial permits. - (a) Not 
later than January 31, April 30, July 31, 
and October 31 of each year the state 
department of health, each county health 

officer, and each municipal health officer 
shall submit a report to the circuit court 
clerk or board of registration of the county. 

(b) The state department of health shall 
report to each county the names, ages, and 
known residence addresses of all persons 
who: 

(1) Died within Indiana but outside of 
the county during the preceding three 
(3) months; and 
(2) Maintained a residence address 
within the county during the two (2) 
years preceding the date of death. 

(c) Each county health officer and mu­
nicipal health officer shall report the 
names, ages, and known voting addresses 
in the county of all persons: 

(1) Who have died within the jurisdic­
tion of the officer; or 
(2) For whom burial permits have 
been issued by the officer; 

during the previous three (3) months. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.5-1989, § 21; 
P.L.7-1990, § 25; P.L.2-1992, § 26.] 

3-7-9-10. Cancellation and purge of 
registration of deceased persons. -
Within thirty (30) days after receipt of the 
reports required by section 9 [IC 3-7-9-9] of 
this chapter, each circuit court clerk or 
board of registration shall: 

(1) Cancel and purge the registration 
of each deceased person listed in the 
reports; and 
(2) Send a list of the deceased persons 
whose registrations have been can­
celled and purged to the county chair­
man of each major political party of 
the county and, upon request, to the 
county chairman of each other bona 
fide political party of the county and 
the chairman of an independent candi­
date's committee, if the candidate is 
on the ballot for the next election to be 
conducted in the county. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 3; P.L.7-1990, § 26; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 50.] 

3-7-9-11. Notice of cancellation to 
disfranchised voters. - (a) On the last 
day of each month each circuit court clerk 
shall prepare a list of the names and last 
known addresses of all persons wi thin the 
county who have been disfranchised. The 
board of registration may secure the list at 
any time, but not later than the twenty­
ninth day before a primary, general, or 
municipal election. 

(b) Not later than thirty (30) days after 
preparation of the list, the clerk or board of 
registration shall send a notice to: 

(1) Each alleged disfranchised person 
at the person's last known address; 
and 
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(2) The county chairmen of the major 
political parties of the county and, 
uron request, to the county chairman 
o each other bona fide political party 
of the county and the chairman of an 
independent candidate's committee, if 
the candidate is on the ballot for the 
next general election to be conducted 
in the county; 

using the form and procedure for cancella­
tion and reinstatement of registration pro­
vided in this c~apter. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.7-1990, § 27, P.L.3-1993, § 51.] 

3-7-9-12. Cancellation by voter's au­
thorization. - (a) Upon receipt of written 
authorization from a voter to cancel the 
voter's registration, the circuit court clerk 
or board of registration sball cancel the 
registration. 

(b) Except as specifically provided in 
this chapter, a clerk or board may not 
cancel the registration of a voter solely due 
to the return of an envelope mailed by the 
clerk to the voter. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; 
P.L.14-1993, § 20.] 

3-7-9-13. Voter challenges - Filing 
of affidavit by another voter - Con­
tents of affidavit. - Any voter of a 
county or municipality may challenge the 
registration of any other voter of the 
county or municipality by filing a sworn 
affidavit with the circuit court clerk or 
board of registration of the county not 
later than noon seventy (70) days before 
an election. The affidavit must: 

(1) Allege that the challenged voter is 
not qualified to vote in the precinct in 
which the voter registered; 
(2) Specify the reasons why the chal­
lenged voter is disqualified; and 
(3) Contain the following statement: 

"I understand that making a false 
statement on this affidavit is pun­
ishable under the penalties of per­
jury." [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.12-1987, 
§ 5; P.L.1O-1988, § 27; P.L.4-1991, 
§ 30.] 

3-7-9-14. Voter challenges - Notifi­
cation to challenged voter - Duties of 
challenged voter. - (a) Except as pro­
vided in subsection (c), upon receipt of the 
affidavit prescribed by section 13 [IC 
3-7-9-13] of this chapter the circuit court 
clerk or board of registration shall mail a 
notification of the challenge to the chal­
lenged voter at the voter's registered ad­
dress. 

(b) The challenged voter must then: 
(1) Appear before the clerk or board 
within fourteen (14) days after the 
date on which the notice was mailed to 

answer the questions and take the 
oath required of persons who are chal­
lenged on the same grounds at an 
election; or 
(2) Mail to the clerk or board a sworn 
statement that the voter is qualified 
and entitled to vote in the precinct in 
which registered. 

If the voter fails to do either, the clerk or 
board shall cancel the voter's registration. 

(c) If the challenge is based on the 
residence of a voter at an address and the 
voter has filed a timely request for trans­
fer, the clerk or board is not required to 
cancel the voter's registration even if the 
voter fails to act under subsection (b). 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.14-1993, § 21.] 

3-7-9-15. Cancelled registration affi­
davits. - The cancelled registration affi­
davits of challenged voters shall be kept in 
a separate group and delivered to the 
inspector of each precinct along with the 
other election supplies used on election 
day. [P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-9-16. Qualification at election of 
voter challenged pursuant to IC 
3-7-9-13. - If a voter challenged under 
section 13 [IC 3-7-9-13] of this chapter 
appears to vote at an election, the voter 
may vote if the voter takes the oath 
required by law of other challenged voters. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3.] 

3-7-9-17 - 3-7-9-19. [Repealed.] 

3-7-9-20. Notations on affidavits 
and forms of registration of cancella­
tion. - When a registration is canceled 
for any reason prescribed in this chapter, 
the circuit court clerk or board of registra­
tion shall have a proper entry made upon 
both the original and the duplicate affida­
vits or forms of registration indicating the 
date and the cause for cancellation. The 
person who canceled the affidavits or 
forms shall also sign the affidavits or 
forms. The original canceled affidavit or 
form shall be filed and preserved in the 
office of the clerk or board for the period 
required by IC 3-10-1-31(b) and then 
transferred to the county commission of 
public records for disposal under IC 
5-15-6-7. [P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.14-1993, 
§ 22.] 

3-7-9-21. Cancellation lists - Trans­
mittal to political party chairmen. -
Except as otherwise provided in this chap­
ter, a list of the names and addresses of all 
persons whose registrations have been 
cancelled in accordance with this chapter 
shall be transmitted to the county chair-
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men of the major political parties of each 
county, as well as upon request to the 
county chairman of any other political 
party or chairman of an independent can­
didate's committee participating in a pri­
mary, general, or municipal election, not 
later than sixty (60) days before election 
day. After that date cancellations shall be 
reported daily and within forty-eight (48) 
hours after the day on which the cancella­
tions were made until election day. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 3; P.L.3-1993, § 52.] 

CHAPTER. 

ARTICLE 8 

CANDIDATES 

1. QUALIFICATIONS FOR CANDIDATES, 3-8-1-1 -
3-8-1-34. 

2. DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY FOR FEDERAL, STATE, 

LEGISLATIVE, OR locAL OFFICE IN PRIMARY 

ELECTION, 3-8-2-1 - 3-8-2-23. 
3. PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES, 3-8-3-1 - 3-8-3-11. 
4. STATE CONVENTIONS, 3-8-4-1 - 3-8-4-24. 
5. TOWN CONVENTIONS AND MAJOR POLITICAL PARTY 

NOMINATIONS IN SMALL TOWNS, 3-8-5-1 -

3-8-5-16. 
6. NOMINATION BY PETITION FOR INDEPENDENT OR 

MINOR POLITICAL PARTY CANDIDATES, 3-8-6-1 

- 3-8-6-16. 
7. CERTIFICATION OF NOMINEES, 3-8-7-1 - 3-8-7-30. 

CHAPTER 1 
QUALIFICATIONS FOR CANDIDATES 

SECTION. 

3-B-l-1. State, legislative, local, or school board 
office - Residency requirement. 

3-8-1-1.5. Judge of certain cities and towns - Resi­
dency requirement. 

3-8-1-1.7. "Before the election" defined. 
3-8-1-2. Candidate challenges by county political 

party chairmen. 
3-8-1-3. Holding of multiple lucrative offices prohib­

ited. 
3-8-1-4. Accounting for and paying over of public 

funds. 
3-8-1-5. Disqualification for using bribe, threat or 

reward. 
3-8-1-5.5. Ineligibility of person defeated in primary 

or at convention. 
3-8-1-5.7. Appointments pro tempore to local offices. 
3-8-1-6. President and Vice President; presidential 

elector. 
3-8-1-7. United States Senator. 
3-8-1-8. United States Representative. 
3-8-1-9. Governor and lieutenant governor. 
3-8-1-10. Attorney general. 
3-8-1-10.5. Superintendent of public instruction. 
3-8-l-U. Supreme court justice - Court of appeals 

judge. 
3-8-1-11.5. Clerk of the supreme court. 
3-8-1-12. Tax court judges. 
3-8-1-13. State senator. 
3-8-1-14. State representative. 
3-8-1-15. [Repealed.] 
3-8-1-16. Circuit court judge. 
3-8-1-17. Superior and probate court judges. 

SECTION. 
3-B-l-lB. County court judge. 
3-B-1-l9. Prosecuting attorney. 
3-8-1-19.5. Circuit court clerk. 
3-8-1-20. County auditor, recorder, treasurer, sheriff. 

coroner and surveyor. 
3-8-1-21. County commissioner. 
3-8-1-22. County council members. 
3-8-1-23. County assessor. 
3-B-1-24. Mayor. 
3-8-1·25. City-county council member. 
3-8-1-26. Mayor - Second and third class Cities. 
3-8·1-27. Common council member - Second and 

third class cities. 
3·8-1-2B. City clerk of second class city - City clerk-

treasurer of third class city. 
3-8-1-28.5. Judge of a city court. 
3-8-1-29. Town council member. 
3-B·1-30. Small claims court judge. 
3-8·1-31. Small claims court constable. 
3-B-1-32. Precinct committeeman - Delegate to 

state convention. 
3-B-1-33. Economic interest statement. 
3-8-1-34. School board officer. 

3-8-1-1. State, legislative, local, or 
school board office - Residency re­
quirement. - (a) This section does not 
apply to a candidate for the office of: 

(1) Judge of a city court in a city 
located in a county having a popula­
tion of: 

(A) More than four hundred thou­
sand (400,000) but less than seven 
hundred thousand (700,000); or 
(B) More than two hundred thou­
sand (200,000) but less than three 
hundred thousand (300,000); 

(2) Judge of a city court in a third 
class city; or 
(3) Judge of a town court. 

(b) A person is not qualified to run for: 
(1) A state office; 
(2) A legislative office; 
(3) A local office; or 
(4) A school board office; 

unless the person is registered to vote in 
the election district the person seeks to 
represent not later than the deadline for 
filing the declaration or petition of candi­
dacy or certificate of nomination_ The 
secretary of state or circuit court clerk 
may check voter registration records and 
question filings by a person not registered 
to vote in the district the person seeks to 
represent. If a candidate filing error is 
made by the secretary of state, the error 
does not invalidate the filing. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 4; P.L.3-1987, § 80; P.L.4-1991, § 31; 
P.L.12-1992, § 2.] 

3-8-1-1.5. Judge of certain cities and 
towns - Residency requirement. - (a) 
This section applies to a candidate for any 
of the following offices: 
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(1) Judge of a city court in a city 
located in a county having a popula­
tion of: 

(A) More than four hundred thou­
sand (400,000) but less than seven 
hundred thousand (700,000); or 
(B) More than two hundred thou­
sand (200,000) but less than three 
hundred thousand (300,000). 

(2) Judge of a city court in a third 
class city. 
(3) Judge of a town court. 

(b) A person is not qualified to run for 
an office subject to this section unless the 
person is registered to vote in a county in 
which the municipality is located. The 
circuit court clerk may check voter regis­
tration records and question filings by a 
person not registered to vote in a county in 
which the municipality is located. 
[P.L.I0-1988, § 29; P.L.12-1992, § 3.] 

3-8-1-1-7. "Before the election" de­
fined. - As used in this chapter, "before 
the election" refers to a general, munici­
pal, or special election. [P.L.3-1993, § 53.] 

3-8-1-2. Candidate challenges by 
county political party chairmen. -
Upon the request of the county chairman 
of a political party that has a candidate for 
an office on a ballot or upon the request of 
any candidate for that office, the secretary 
of state or circuit court clerk shall check 
voter registration records and determine if 
the person is registered to vote in the 
election district the person seeks to repre­
sent. The state election board and each 
county election board acting upon such a 
question shall use the standards estab­
lished in IC 3-7-1 to determine the validity 
of the questioned declaration of candidacy, 
petition of nomination, certificate of nomi­
nation, or certificate of candidate selection 
issued under IC 3-13-1-15 or IC 3-13-2-8. 
The secretary of state or circuit court clerk 
may deny a filing if the state election 
board or county election board determines 
that the candidate has not complied with 
section 1 [IC 3-8-1-1] of this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 81.] 

3-8-1-3. Holding of multiple lucra­
tive offices prohibited. - A person may 
not hold more than one (1) lucrative office 
at a time, as provided in Article 2, Section 
9 of the Constitution of the State of 
Indiana. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-1-4. Accounting for and paying 
over of public funds. - A person may 
not hold an office of trust or profit .unless 
the person has accounted for and paid over 
as required by law all sums of public 

money for which the person was liable as a 
collector or holder, as provided in Article 
2, Section 10 of the Constitution of the 
State of Indiana. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.6-1991, § 1.] 

3-8-1-5. Disqualification for using 
bribe, threat or reward. - (a) This 
section does not apply to a candidate for 
federal office. 

(b) A person is disqualified from holding 
or being a candidate for an elected office if 
the person: 

(1) Gave or offered a bribe, threat, or 
reward to procure the person's elec­
tion, as provided in Article 2, Section 
6 of the Constitution of the State of 
Indiana; 
(2) Does not comply with IC 5-8-3; or 
(3) Has: 

(A) Entered a plea of guilty or nolo 
contendere to; or 
(B) Been convicted of; 

a felony (as deemed in IC 35-50-2-1). 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 82; 
P.LA-1991, § 32; P.L.3-1993, § 54.] 

3-8-1-5.5. Ineligibility of person de­
feated in primary or at convention. -
(a) Except as provided in IC 3-13-1-19 and 
IC 3-13-2-10 for filling a vacancy on a 
ticket, a person who: 

(1) Is defeated in a primary election; 
or 
(2) Appears as a candidate for nomi­
nation at a state convention or files a 
declaration of candidacy for nomina­
tion by a town convention and is 
defeated; 

is not eligible to become a candidate for 
the same office in the next general or 
municipal election. 

(b) For the purposes of subsection (a), a 
candidate for an at-large seat on a fiscal 
body is considered a candidate for the 
same office as a candidate for a district 
seat on a fiscal body. [P.L.I0-1988, § 30.1 

3-8-1-5.7. Appointments pro tem­
pore to local offices. - (a) Except as 
expressly provided by law, a candidate for 
selection under IC 3-13-11 for an appoint­
ment pro tempore to an office must comply 
with the requirements imposed under this 
chapter on a candidate for election to the 
office. 

(b) If a town council member: 
(1) Was elected or selected as a candi­
date from a town council district; and 
(2) Served on a council that subse­
quently adopted an ordinance under 
IC 36-5-2-4.1 abolishing town council 
districts; 
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a candidate for selection for an appoint­
ment pro tempore to succeed the town 
council member is not required to reside 
within the district formerly represented by 
the town council member. [P.L.7-1990, 
§ 28; P.L.3-1993, § 55.] 

3-8-1-6. President and Vice Presi­
dent; presidential elector. - (a) A candi­
date for the office of President or Vice 
President of the United States must have 
the qualifications provided in Article 2, 
Section 1, clause 4 of the Constitution of 
the United States. 

(b) A candidate for the office of elector 
for President and Vice President of the 
United States must have the qualifications 
provided in Article 2, Section 1, clause 2 of 
the Constitution of the United States and 
Section 3 of the Fourteenth Amendment to 
the Constitution of the United States. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 83; 
P.L.3-1993, § 56.] 

3-8-1-7. United States Senator. - A 
candidate for the office of United States 
Senator must have the qualifications pro­
vided in Article 1, Section 3, Clause 3 of 
the Constitution of the United States. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-1-8. United States Representa­
tive. - A candidate for the office of United 
States Representative must have the qual­
ifications provided in Article 1, Section 2, 
Clause 2 of the Constitution of the United 
States. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-1-9. Governor and lieutenant 
governor. - A candidate for the office of 
governor or lieutenant governor: 

(1) Must have been a United States 
citizen for at least five (5) years before 
the election; 
(2) Must have resided in the state for 
at least five (5) years before the elec­
tion; 
(3) Must be thirty (30) years old upon 
taking office; and 
(4) May not hold any other office of 
the United States or of this state upon 
taking office; 

as provided in Article 5, Sections 7 and 8 of 
the Constitution of the State of Indiana. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-1-lO. Attorney general. - A can­
didate for the office of attorney general 
must: 

(1) Have resided in Indiana for at 
least two (2) years before the election; 
and 
(~I Have been admitted to the prac­
tice of law in Indiana for at least five 

(5) years upon taking office. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 84; 
P.L.1O-1992, § 10; P.L.1l-1992, § 3.] 

3-8-1-10.5. Superintendent of public 
instruction. - A candidate for the office 
of state superintendent of public instruc­
tion must have resided in Indiana for at 
least two (2) years before the election. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 85.] 

3-8-1-11. Supreme court justice -
Court of appeals judge. - A nominee for 
appointment as a justice of the supreme 
court or judge of the court of appeals must: 

(1) Be a United States citizen; 
(2) Reside in the appropriate court of 
appeals district, if applicable; and 
(3) Have been admitted to the prac­
tice of law in Indiana for at least ten 
(10) years or have served as a circuit, 
superior, or criminal court judge for at 
least five (5) years; 

upon nomination, as provided in Article 7, 
Section 10 of the Constitution of the State 
of Indiana. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 86.] 

3-8-1-11.5. Clerk of the supreme 
court. - A candidate for the office of clerk 
of the supreme court must have resided in 
Indiana for at least two (2) years before the 
election. [P.L.3-1987, § 87.] 

3-8-1-12. Tax court judges. - A nom­
inee for appointment as the judge of the 
tax court must: 

(1) Have resided in Indiana for at 
least two (2) years before the election; 
and 
(2) Have been admitted to the prac­
tice of law in Indiana for at least five 
(5) years upon nomination. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 88.] 

3-8-1-13. State senator. - A candi­
date for the office of senator in the general 
assembly must: 

(1) Be a United States citizen at the 
time of election; 
(2) Have resided in the state for at 
least two (2) years and in the senate 
district for at least one (1) year before 
the election; and 
(3) Be at least twenty-five (25) years 
old upon taking office; 

as provided in Article 4, Section 7 of the 
Constitution of the State of Indiana. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-1-14. State representative. - A 
candidate for the office of representative in 
the general assembly must: 
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(1) Be a United States citizen at the 
time of election; 
(2) Have resided in the state for at 
least two (2) years and in the house 
district for at least one (1) year before 
the election; and 

. (3) !'Ie at least twenty-one (21) years 
old upon taking office; 

as provided in Article 4, Section 7 of the 
Constitution of the State of Indiana. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-1-15. [Repealed.] 

3-8-1-16. Circuit court judge. - A 
candidate for the office of judge of a circuit 
court must: 

(1) Reside in the circuit; and 
(2) Be admitted to the practice of law in 

the state; upon taking office, as provided 
in Article 7, Section 7 of the Constitution 
of the State of Indiana. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-1-17. Superior and probate 
court judges. - A candidate for the office 
of judge of a superior or probate court 
must: 

(1) Be admitted to the practice of law 
in Indiana upon filing a declaration of 
candidacy or petition of nomination, 
or upon the filing of a certificate of 
candidate selection under IC 3-13-1-15 
or IC 3-13-2-8; and 
(2) Comply with any other require­
ment for that office set forth in IC 33-5 
or IC 33-8. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.3-1987, § 89; P.L.5-1989, § 22.] 

3-8-1-18. County court judge. - A 
candidate for the office of judge of a county 
court must: 

(1) Be a United States citizen; and 
(2) Be admitted to the practice of law 
in Indiana upon filing a declaration of 
candidacy or petition of nomination, 
or upon the filing of a certificate of 
candidate selection under IC 3-13-1-15 
or IC 3-13-2-8. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.3-1987, § 90.] 

3-8-1-19. Prosecuting attorney. - A 
candidate for the office of prosecuting 
attorney must be admitted to the practice 
of law in the state before the election, as 
provided in Article 7, Section 16 of the 
Constitution of the State of Indiana. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-1-19.5. Circuit court clerk. - A 
candidate for the office of circuit court 
clerk must comply with Article 6, Section 
2 of the Constitution of the State of 
Indiana. [P.L.10-1988, § 31.] 

3-8-1-20. County auditor, recorder, 
treasurer, sheriff, coroner and sur­
veyor. - A candidate for the office of 
county auditor, recorder, treasurer, sheriff, 
coroner, or surveyor must have resided in 
the county for at least one (1) year before 
the election, as provided in Article 6, 
Section 4 of the Constitution of the State of 
Indiana. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-1-21. County commissioner. - A 
candidate for the office of county commis­
sioner must: 

(1) Have resided in the county for at 
least one (1) year before the election, 
as provided in Article 6, Section 4 of 
the Constitution of the State of Indi­
ana; and 
(2) Have resided in the district in 
which seeking election, if applicable, 
for at least six (6) months before the 
election. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-1-22. County council members. 
- A candidate for membership on the 
county council of a county must: 

(1) Have resided in the county for at 
least one (1) year before the election, 
as provided in Article 6, Section 4 of 
the Constitution of the State of Indi­
ana; and 
(2) Have resided in the district in 
which seeking election, if applicable, 
for at least six (6) months before the 
election. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-1-23. County assessor. - A can­
didate for the office of county assessor 
must: 

(1) Have resided in the county for at 
least one (1) year before the election, 
as provided in Article 6, Section 4 of 
the Constitution of the State of Indi­
ana; and 
(2) Own real property located in the. 
county upon taking office. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 4; P.L.3-1987, § 91.J 

3·8-1-24. Mayor. - A candidate for 
the office of mayor of a first class city must 
have resided in the city for at least five (5) 
years before the date of taking office. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-1-25. City-county council mem­
ber. - A candidate for membership on 
city-county council of a first class city 
must have resided in the district in which 
seeking election, if applicable, for at least 
two (2) years before the date of taking 
office. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 
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3-8-1-26. Mayor - Second and third 
class cities. - A candidate for the office of 
mayor of a second or third class city must 
have resided in the city for at least one (1) 
year before the election. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.) 

3-8-1-27. Common council member 
- Second and third class cities. - A 
candidate for membership on common 
council of a second or third class city must: 

(1) Have resided in the city for at 
least one (1) year; and 
(2) Have resided in the district in 
which seeking election, if applicable, 
for at least six (6) months; 

before the election. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.) 

3-8-1-28. City clerk of second class 
city - City clerk-treasurer of third 
class city. - A candidate for the office of 
city clerk of a second-class city or city 
clerk-treasurer of a third-class city must 
have resided in the city for at least one (1) 
year before the election. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.) 

3-8cl-28.5. Judge of a city court. -
(a) This section does not apply to a candi­
date for the office of judge of a city court in 
a city located in a county having a popula­
tion of: 

(1) More than four hundred thousand 
(400,000) but-less than seven hundred 
thousand (700,000); or 
(2) More than two hundred thousand 
(200,000) but less than three hundred 
thousand (300,000). 

(b) A candidate for the office of judge of 
a city court in a second class city must 
reside in the city upon filing a declaration 
of candidacy required under IC 3-8-2 or a 
petition of nomination under IC 3-8-6 or 
upon the filing of a certificate of candidate 
selection under. IC 3-13-1-15 or IC 
3-13-2-8. [P.L.3-1987, § 92: P.L.12-1992, 
§ 4.) 

3-8-1-29. Town council member. -
A candidate for membership on a town 
council must reside in the district in which 
seeking election, if applicable. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 4: P.L.8-1989, § 3.) . 

3-8-1-30. Small claims court judge. 
- A candidate for the office of judge of a 
small claims court must: 

(1) Be a United States citizen upon 
taking office: 
(2) Have resided in the county for at 
least one (1) year upon taking office; 
(3) Be of high moral character and 
reputation: and 
(4) Either: 

(A) Be admitted to the practice of 
law in Indiana upon filing a declara-

tion of candidacy or petition of nom­
ination or upon the filing of a certif­
icate of candidate selection under IC 
3-13-1-15 or IC 3-13-2-8: or 
(B) Have at least one (1) year of 
experience as a justice of the peace 
before January I, 1976, and have 
served as a justice of the peace on 
December 31, 1975. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 4: P.L.3-1987, § 93.) 

3-8-1-31. Small claims court consta­
ble. - A candidate for the office of consta­
ble of a small claims court must: 

(1) Have resided in the township for 
more than one (1) year upon taking 
office: and 
(2) Be at least twenty-one (21) years 
old upon taking office. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 4: P.L.18-1993, § 1.) 

3-8-1-32. Precinct committeeman -
Delegate to state convention. - A can­
didate for: 

(1) Precinct committeeman: or 
(2) Delegate to a state convention: 

of each political party in the state whose 
nominee received at least ten percent 
(10%) of the total vote cast for secretary of 
state at the last election must have voted, 
at the candidate's most recent vote at a 
primary election, for the candidates of the 
political party with which the candidate 
seeks affiliation. However, a candidate is 
not disqualified for not having previously 
voted in a primary election. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 4.) 

3-8-1-33. Economic interest state­
ment. - (a) A candidate for an office listed 
in subsection (b) must file a statement of 
economic interests. 

(b) Whenever a candidate for any of the 
following offices is also required to file a 
declaration of candidacy or is nominated 
by petition, the candidate shall file a 
statement of economic interests before 
filing the declaration of candidacy, before 
the petition of nomination is filed, before 
the certificate of nomination is filed, or 
before being appointed to fill a candidate 
vacancy under IC 3-13-1 or IC 3-13-2: 

(1) Governor, lieutenant governor, 
secretary of state, auditor of state, 
treasurer of state, attorney general, 
and state superintendent of public 
instruction, in accordance with IC 
4-2-6-8. 
(2) Senator and representative in the 
general assembly, in accordance with 
IC 2-2.1-3-2. 
(3) Justice of the supreme court, clerk 
of the supreme court, judge of the 
court of appeals, judge of the tax court, 
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judge of a circuit court, judge of a 
superior court, judge of a county court, 
judge of a probate court, and prosecut­
ing attorney, in accordance with IC 
33-2.1-8-6 and IC 33-2.1-8-7. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 94.] 

3-8-1-34. School board officer. - A 
candidate for a school board office must 
have resided in the school district for at 
least one (1) year before the election, 
unless a longer period is required under IC 
20. [P.L.3-1987, § 95.] 

CHAPTER 2 

DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY FOR 
FEDERAL, STATE. LEGISLATIVE, 

OR LOCAL OFFICE IN 
PRIMARY ELECTION 

SECTION. 
3-8-2-1. Applicability of chapter. 
3-8-2-2. Primary election nominees. 
3-8-2-2.5. Form required for write-in candidates. 
3-8-2-2.7. Declaration of intent - Withdrawal 
3-8-2-3, Precinct committeemen - State convention 

delegates - Presidential electors. 
3-8-2-4. Filing of declaration by candidates for pri­

mary election and write-in candi­
dates. 

3-8-2-5. Filing of declaration for federal, state or 
legislative office or local judicial 
office. 

3-8-2-6. Filing of declaration for local non-judicial 
offices or precinct committeemen 
or state convention delegates. 

3-8-2-7. Form of declaration. 
3-8-2-8. Voter petition - Candidates for United 

States Senator or governor. 
3-8-2-9. Voter petition - Contents - Certification 

of signatures. 
3-8-2-10. Voter petition - Submission. 
3-8-2-11. Mailing of declaration - Telegraphing pro­

hibited - Time for filing. 
3-8-2-12. Confirmation of filing of declaration. 
3-8-2-13. Public listing of candidates - Listing of 

questioned candidates. 
3-8-2-14. Referral and determination of candidate 

challenges. 
3-8-2-15. Restriction on declaring for multiple offices 

- Exception. 
3-8-2-16. Candidates limited to declaring for one 

party. 
3-8-2-17. Primary elections - Certified list of de­

clared candidates. 
3-8-2-18. Declarations questioned by circuit court 

clerk. 
3-8-2-19. Public notice of candidates, date of election, 

and poll hours. 
3-8-2-20. Withdraw a declaration - Filing of state­

ment by candidate. 
3-8-2-21. Withdrawal of declaration - Election offi­

cial's duties. 
3-8-2-22. Withdrawal of candidacy - No remaining 

candidates - Nominations by 
parties. 

3-8-2-23. Removal of ineligible candidate from ballot 
- Filling vacancy. 

3-8-2-1. Applicability of chapter. -
This chapter applies to the following: 

(1) Each political party in the state 
whose nominee received at least ten 
percent (10%) of the total vote cast for 
secretary of state at the last election. 
(2) Write-in candidates. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.LA-1991, § 33.] 

3-8-2-2. Primary election nominees. 
- A person who desires to be nominated at 
a primary election as a candidate of a 
political party subject to this chapter for a 
federal, state, legislative, or local office 
shall file a declaration of candidacy. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-2-2.5. Form required for write­
in candidates. - (a) A person who desires 
to be a write-in candidate for a federal, 
state, legislative, or local office or school 
board office in a general, municipal, or 
school board election must file a declara­
tion of intent to be a write-in candidate 
with the officer with whom declaration of 
candidacy must be filed under IC 3-8-2-5 
and IC 3-8-2-6. 

(b) The declaration required under sub­
section (a) must be in substantially the 
following form: 

DECLARATION OF INTENT TO BE 
A WRITE-IN CANDIDATE 

STATE OF INDIANA 

COUNTYOF __ _ 

) 
) ss: 
) 

I, , (Name must be 
printed or typewritten as the candidate 
wishes it to appear on the \>allot) the 
undersigned, certify that:· 

(1) I am a registered voter of 
-;; ____ precinct of the Township 
of , or of the ward of 
the City or Town of , County 
of , State of __ _ 
(2) I reside at , 
(Complete residence address must be 
inserted, and if the candidate's mail­
ing address is different from the resi­
dence address, also insert the mailing 
address); 
(3) I am: 

( ) affiliated with the 
party (Check the box and fill in 
the name of the party if this 
case applies.); or 

) an independent candidate (not 
affiliated with any party). 
(Check the box if this case 
applies.) 

(4) I declare my intention to be a 
write-in candidate for the office of 
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-:--:-:_-,-,-,--:--:- (Name of office, in­
cluding district) to be voted for at the 
general, municipal, or school board 
election to be held on the __ day of 
."..,..-,-,..,-- 19_; 
(5) if I am a candidate for the office of 
President or Vice President of the 
United States, I declare that the fol­
lowing individuals have consented 
and are eligible to be my candidates 
for presidential electors: 

(6) I have been a candid~te for state 
or local office in a previous primary or 
general election: 

( ) Yes 
( ) No 

(Check one) (If the answer to this 
question is no, skip to question 8); 
(7) I have filed all reports required by 
IC 3-9-5-10 for all previous candida­
cies: 

( ) Yes 
( ) No 

(Check one); and 
(8) I comply with all requirements 
under the laws of the State of Indiana 
to be a candidate for the above named 
office, including any applicable resi­
dency requirements, and I am not 
ineligible to be a candidate due to a 
criminal conviction that would pro­
hibit me from serving in this office. 

(Signature) 

(Telephone No.) 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 
-=:-__ day of ___ 19_. 
County of State of 

(Notary Public) 
My Commission expires: 
County of Residence: __ =,--_-,:-;::-,-"'" 
=--;--;-.,-;-_-;:;:-_-:o-_(Hour and Date) 
Filed in the office of :-;-: ____ at __ 
p.m./a.m. local time this day of 
--,-.,...-,-_, 19_. 

(c) At the time of filing the declaration 
of intent to be a write-in candidate, the 
write-in candidate is considered a candi­
date for all purposes. 

(d) A write-in candidate must comply 
with the requirements under IC 3-8-1 that 
apply to the office to which the write-in 
candidate seeks election. 

(e) A person may not be a write-in 
candidate in a contest for nomination or 
for election to a political party office. 

(D A write-in candidate for the office of 
President or Vice President of the United 
States must list at least one (1) candidate 
for presidential elector and may not list 
more than the total number of presidential 
electors to be chosen in Indiana. 
[P.L.4-1991, § 34; P.L.I-1992, § 3; 
P.L.1O-1992, § 11; P.L.3-1993, § 57.] 

3-8-2-2.7. Declaration of intent 
Withdrawal. - A candidate may with­
draw a declaration of intent to be a write­
in candidate not later than noon seven (7) 
days before election day. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 58.] 

3-8-2-3. Precinct committeemen -
State convention delegates - Presi­
dential electors. - A person who desires 
to be elected either or both of the following 
at a primary election shall file a declara­
tion of candidacy: 

(1) Precinct committeeman. 
(2) Delegate to a state convention, 
including a candidate for presidential 
elector. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-2-4. Filing of declaration by can­
didates for primary election and write­
in candidates. - (a) A declaration of 
candidacy for a primary election must be 
filed no later than noon seventy-four (74) 
days and no earlier than one hundred four 
(104) days before the primary election. The 
declaration must be subscribed and sworn 
to before a person authorized to administer 
oaths. 

(b) A declaration of intent to be a write­
in candidate must be filed not later than 
noon seventy-four (74) days and not earlier 
than ninety (90) days before a general 
election. The declaration must be sub­
scribed and sworn to before a person 
authorized to administer oaths. 

(c) During a year in which a federal 
decennial census, federal special census, 
special tabulation, or corrected population 
count becomes effective under IC 1-1-3.5, a 
declaration of: 

(1) Candidacy may be filed for an 
office that will appear on the primary 
election ballot; or 
(2) Intent to be a write-in candidate 
for an office that will appear on the 
general, municipal, or school board 
election ballot; 

that year as a result of the new tabulation 
of population or corrected population 
count. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 96; 
P.L.I-1988, § 5; P.L.1D-1988, § 32; 
P.L.5-1989, § 23; P.L.2-1990, § 6; 
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P.L.4-1991, § 35; P.L.10-1992, § 12; 
P.L.3-1993, § 59.] 

3-8-2-5. Filing of declaration for fed­
eral, state or legislative office or local 
judicial office. - A declaration of candi­
dacy for: 

(1) A federal office; 
(2) A state office; 
(3) A legislative office; or 
(4) The local office of: 

(A) Judge of a circuit, superior, pro­
bate, county, or small claims court; 
or 
(B) Prosecuting attorney of a judi­
cial circuit; 

shall be filed with the secretary of state. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 97; 
P.L.5-1988, § 2.] 

3-8-2-6. Filing of declaration for lo­
cal non-judicial offices or precinct 
committeemen or state convention del­
egates. - (a) A declaration of candidacy 
for: 

(1) Any local office not described in 
section 5 [IC 3-8-2-5] of this chapter; 
(2) Precinct committeeman; or 
(3) Delegate to a state convention; 

shall be filed with the circuit court clerk. 
(b) Whenever the election district for a 

local office includes more than one (1) 
county, the declaration of candidacy shall 
be filed with the circuit court clerk of the 
county that contains the greatest percent­
age of population of the election district. 

(c) This subsection applies to a county 
having a population of more than four 
hundred thousand (400,000) but less than 
seven hundred thousand (700,000). The 
circuit court clerk shall post for public 
inspection a copy of each declaration of 
candidacy filed under this section on the 
day the declaration is filed. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 4; P.L.3-1987, § 98; P.L.7-1991, § 1; 
P.L.12-1992, § 5.] 

3-8-2-7. Form of declaration. - The 
declaration of each candidate required by 
this chapter must be in substantially the 
following form: 

DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY 

STATE OF INDIANA 
S8: 

COUNTYOF __ _ 

I, , (Name must be printed or 
typewritten as the candidate wishes it to 
appear on the ballot) the undersigned, 
certify that I am a registered voter of 

precinct of the Township of 
____ , or of the ward of the 

City or Town of , County of 
_____ , State of Indiana, and reside 
at , (Complete residence address 
must be inserted, and if the candidate's 
mailing address is different from the resi­
dence address, also insert the mailing 
address) and that I am a member of the 
_;-_-,-_ party. I comply with all re­
quirements under the laws of the State of 
Indiana to be a candidate for the above 
named office, including any applicable 
residency requirements, and I am not 
ineligible to be a candidate due to a 
criminal conviction that would prohibit me 
from serving in this office. I request that 
you place my name on the official primary 
ballot of that party to be voted on for the 
office of at the primary 
election to be held the day of 
_-,--;-_, . I have/have not (circle 
one) been a candidate for state or local 
office in a previous primary or general 
election, and I havelhave not (circle one) 
filed all reports required by IC 3-9-5-10 for 
all previous candidacies. 
(Signature) ;---: __ ---,-,:-;:--

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 
.,..,.. __ day of_---, _______ _ 
My commission expires: 
County of residence: -:-:-...,-..,--,:-_=-_-, 
(Hour and Date) Filed in the office of 
-:-:--__ at p.m./a.m. local time 
this day of __ _ 

3-8-2-8. Voter petition Candi-
dates for United States Senator or 
governor. - (a) A declaration of candi­
dacy for the office of United States Senator 
or for the office of governor must be 
accompanied by a petition signed by at 
least five thousand (5,000) voters of the 
state, including at least five hundred (500) 
voters from each congressional district. 

(b) Each petition must contain the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The signature of each petitioner. 
(2) The name of each petitioner legi­
bly printed. 
(3) The residence mailing address of 
each petitioner. 

(c) This subsection applies to a petition 
filed during the period: 

(1) Beginning on the date that a con­
gressional district plan has been 
adopted under IC 3-3; and 
(2) Ending on the date that the part of 
the act or order issued under IC 3-3-2 
establishing the previous congressio­
nal district plan is repealed or super­
seded. 

The petition must be signed by at least five 
thousand (5,000) voters ofIndiana, includ­
ing at least five hundred (500) voters from 
each congressional district created by the 



3-8-2-9 INDIANA ELECTION CODE 90 

most recent congressional district plan 
adopted under IC 3-3. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.10-1992, § 13.] 

3-8-2-9. Voter petition - Contents 
- Certification of signatures. - A 
petition required by section 8 [IC 3-8-2-8] 
of this chapter must request that the name 
of the candidate be placed on the ballot at 
the primary election. In order for the 
secretary of state to consider a petition 
valid, the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration in the county where a peti­
tioner is registered must certify that each 
petitioner is a voter of the county. The 
certification must accompany and be part 
of the petition. If a county is part of more 
than one (1) congressional district, the 
certificate must indicate the number of 
petitioners from that county who reside in 
each congressional district. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 4.] 

3-8-2-10. Voter petition - Submis­
sion. - A petition required by section 8 
[IC 3-8-2-8] of this chapter must be sub­
mitted to the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration during the period beginning 
January 1 of the year in which the pri­
mary election will be held and ending at 
noon seventy-seven (77) days before the 
primary election. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.10-1988, § 33; P.L.5-1989, § 24.] 

3-8-2-11. Mailing of declaration -
Telegraphing prohibited - Time for 
filing. - A declaration of candidacy may 
be made by mail and is considered filed as 
of the date and hour it is received in the 
office of the secretary of state or circuit 
court clerk. A declaration of candidacy 
may not be made by telegraph. A declara­
tion is not valid unless received in the 
office of the secretary of state or circuit 
court clerk by noon on the seventy-fourth 
day before a primary election. An officer 
receiving a declaration may require infor­
mation supporting the eligibility of the 
candidate and, where applicable, shall 
require a receipt showing that statements 
of economic interest or other prerequisite 
filings have been made. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.5-1989, § 25; P.L.3-1993, § 61.] 

3-8-2-12. Confirmation of filing of 
declaration. - Not more than one (1) day 
after a person files a declaration of candi­
dacy in the office of the secretary of state 
.or circuit court clerk, the secretary of state 
or circuit court clerk shall mail to the 
candidate at the address listed in the 
declaration a statement showing the fol­
lowing: 

(1) That the candidate has filed a 
declaration. 
(2) The name of the candidate. 
(3) The office for which the declarant 
is a candidate. 
(4) The date on which the declaration 
was filed. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-2-13. Public listing of candi­
dates - Listing of questioned candi­
dates. - Immediately after the deadline 
for filing, the secretary of state and each 
circuit court clerk shall certify and release 
to the public a list of the candidates of each 
political party for each office. The secre­
tary of state and circuit court clerk shall 
also release to the public a list of all 
declarations of candidacy whose validity is 
questioned. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-2-14. Referral and determina­
tion of candidate challenges. - (a) All 
questions concerning the validity of a 
declaration filed with the secretary of state 
shall be referred to and determined by the 
state election board in accordance with the 
deadline prescribed by section 18 [IC 
3-8-2-18] of this chapter. 

(b) All questions concerning the validity 
of a declaration of candidacy filed with a 
circuit court clerk shall be referred to and 
determined by the county election board 
not later than the fifty-fourth day before 
the primary election. 

(c) A question concerning the validity of 
a declaration of intent to be a write-in 
candidate shall be determined by the state 
election board or the county election board 
not later than noon seven (7) days before 
election day. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.4-1991, 
§ 36; P.L.3-1993, § 62.] 

3-8-2-15. Restriction on declaring 
for multiple offices - Exception. - (a) 
A person who files a declaration of candi­
dacy for an elected office for which a per 
diem or salary is provided for by law is 
disqualified from filing a declaration of 
candidacy for another office for which a 
per diem or salary is provided for by law 
until the original declaration is with­
drawn. 

(b) A person may file both: 
(1) A declaration of candidacy under 
this chapter for nomination to a fed­
eral or state office; and 
(2) A written request under IC 3-8-3-1 
that the person's name be placed on 
the ballot in a primary election as a 
candidate for nomination for the office 
of President of the United States. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.12-1988, § 1.] 
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3-8-2-16. Candidates limited to de­
claring for one party. - A person who 
files a declaration of candidacy for an 
elected office may not file a declaration of 
candidacy for that office in the same 
primary election for a different political 
party until the original declaration is 
withdrawn. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-2-17. Primary elections - Certi­
fied list of declared candidates. - At 
least sixty (60) days before a primary 
election in a county, the secretary of state 
shall transmit to the circuit court clerk a 
certified list containing the name and 
address of each person for whom a declara­
tion of candidacy has been filed in the 
secretary's office and for which voters at 
the primary election may vote. The list 
must designate the office for which the 
person is a candidate and the political 
par~;y the person represents. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 4, P.L.5-1989. § 26.] 

3-8-2-18. Declarations questioned 
by circuit court clerk. - A circuit court 
clerk who raises questions about the valid­
ity of a declaration filed with the secretary 
of state and certified to the clerk by the 
secretary of state shall present the ques­
tions to the state election board and give 
notice to the secretary of state. The state 
election board shall act upon the questions 
by the fifty-fourth day before the primary 
election. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.5-1989, 
§ 27.] 

3-8-2-19. Public notice of candi­
dates, date of election, and poll hours. 
- Upon receipt of the certified list under 
section 17 [IC 3-8-2-17] of this chapter, a 
circuit court clerk shall immediately pub­
lish under the proper political party desig­
nation the title of each office, the names 
and addresses of all persons for whom 
nomination papers have been filed, the 
date of the primary election, and the hours 
during which the polls will be open. The 
clerk shall publish this notice before the 
primary election in accordance with IC 
5-3-1. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.1D-1988, § 34.] 

3-8-2-20. Withdraw a declaration -
Filing of statement by candidate. - A 
person who files a declaration of candidacy 
under this chapter may, at any time no 
later than noon seventy-four (74) days 
before the date set for holding the primary 
election, file a statement with the secre­
tary of state or circuit court clerk, as 
appropriate, that the person is not a candi­
date and does not wish the person's name 
to appear on the primary election ballot as 

a candidate. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.1D-1988, 
§ 35; P.L.5-1989, § 28; P.L.4-1991, § 37.] 

3-8-2-21. Withdrawal of declaration 
- Election official's duties. - Upon 
receipt of notice under section 20 [IC 
3-8-2-20] of this chapter, the secretary of 
state or circuit court clerk shall withdraw 
the declaration of candidacy from the files 
and may not certify the name of the person 
as a candidate to be voted for at the 
primary election. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-2-22. Withdrawal of candidac~ 
- No remaining candidates - NomI­
nations by parties. - If a withdrawal 
under section 20 [IC 3-8-2-20] of this 
chapter leaves no candidate for an office: 

(1) The secretary of state shall notify 
the state chairman or county chair­
man; or 
(2) The circuit court clerk shall notify 
the county chairman; 

of the political party affected by the with­
drawal. The chairman shall arrange to 
nominate a candidate to fill the vacancy as 
provided in IC 3-13-1. The name of the 
person selected then shall be placed upon 
the ballot to be voted for at the primary 
election. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-2-23. Removal of ineligible can­
didate from ballot - Filling vacancy. 
- (a) This section applies if a person: 

(1) Files a declaration of candidacy 
under this chapter; 
(2) Moves from the election district 
that the person sought to represent 
following the filing of the declaration 
of candidacy; 
(3) Does not file a notice of with­
drawal of candidacy under section 20 
[IC 3-8-2-20] of this chapter; and 
(4) Is no longer an active candidate. 

(b) The county chairman of any political 
party on the ballot in the election district 
or a candidate for the office sought by the 
person described in subsection (a) may, 
upon determining that this section applies, 
file an action in the circuit court in the 
county where theJ'erson described in sub­
section (a) reside . The complaint in this 
action must: 

(1) State that this section applies to 
the person; 
(2) Name the person described in sub­
section (a) and the public official re­
sponsible for placing that person's 
name on the ballot as defendants; and 
(3) Be filed no later than a notice of 
withdrawal could have been filed un­
der section 20 of this chapter. 

(c) When a complaint is filed under 
subsection (b), the circuit court shall con-
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duct a hearing and rule on the petition 
within ten (10) days after it is filed. 

(d) If the court finds in favor of the 
plaintiff, a candidate vacancy occurs on 
the: 

(1) General election ballot; and 
(2) Primary election ballot if no other 
person is: 

(A) A member of the same political 
party as the person described in 
subsection (a); and 
(B) A candidate on the ballot for the 
office sought by the person de­
scribed in subsection (a). 

(e) The candidate vacancy shall be filled 
under IC 3-13-1. [P.L.3-1987, § 99.] 

CHAPTER 3 

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES 

SECTION, 

3-8-3-1. Filing of candidacy prior to primary -
Request for ballot placement. 

3-8-3-2. Voters' petition - Voters required - Voter 
information. 

3-8-3-3. Voters' petition - Certification. 
3-8-3-4. Voters' petition - Filing period. 
3-8-3-5. Voters' petition - Deadline for receipt by 

secretary of state. 
3-8-3-6. Public list of candidates - List of ques­

tioned candidates. 
3-8-3-7. Referral and determination of questions. 
3-8-3-8. Certified list of candidates - Ballot prepa-

ration. 
3-8-3-9. Primary election returns. 
3-8-3-10. Certification of election results. 
3-8-3·11. National convention delegates and alter­

nates - First ballot voting. 

3-8-3-1. Filing of candidacy prior to 
primary - Request for ballot place­
ment. - A candidate for nomination for 
the office of President of the United States 
shall, no later than noon sixty (60) days 
and no earlier than ninety (90) days before 
the primary election held in the year in 
which a President is to be elected, file with 
the secretary of state a written request 
that the candidate's name be placed upon 
the ballot under the label of the political 
party whose nomination the candidate is 
seeking. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.10-1988, 
§ 36.] 

3-8-3-2. Voters' petition - Voters 
required - Voter information. - A 
request filed under section 1 [IC 3-8-3-1] of 
this chapter must be accompanied by a 
petition signed by at least five thousand 
(5,000) voters of the state, including at 
least five hundred (500) voters from each 
congressional district. Each petition must 
contain the following: 

(1) The signature of each petitioner. 

(2) The name of each petitioner legi­
bly printed. 
(3) The residence mailing address of 
each petitioner. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-3-3. Voters' petition - Certifica­
tion. - A petition required by section 2 
[IC 3-8-3-2] of this chapter must request 
that the candidate's name be placed on the 
ballot at the primary election. In order for 
the secretary of state to consider a petition 
valid, the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration in the county where the peti­
tioner is registered must certify each peti­
tioner is a voter of the county. The certifi­
cation must accompany and be part of the 
petition. If a county is part of more than 
one (1) congressional district, the certifi­
cate must indicate the number of peti­
tioners from that county who reside in 
each congressional district. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 4.] 

3-8-3-4. Voters' petition - Filing pe­
riod. - A petition required by section 2 
[IC 3-8-3-2] of this chapter must be sub­
mitted to the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration during the period beginning 
January 1 of the year in which the pri­
mary election will be held and ending at 
noon seventy (70) days before the primary 
election. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.1D-1988, 
§ 37.] 

3-8-3-5. Voters' petition - Deadline 
for receipt by secretary of state. - A 
request or petition filed under this chapter 
is not valid unless received in the office of 
the secretary of state by noon Indianapolis 
time on the sixtieth day before a primary 
election. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-3-6. Public list of candidates -
List of questioned candidates. - Imme­
diately after the deadline for filing, the 
secretary of state shall certify and release 
to the public a list of the candidates for 
each political party. The secretary of state 
shall also release to the public a list of all 
requests whose validity is questioned. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-3-7. Referral and detennination 
of questions. - All questions concerning 
the validity of a request shall be referred 
to and determined by the state election 
board. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-3-8. Certified list of candidates 
- Ballot preparation. - At least fifty­
three (53) days before a presidential pri­
mary election, the secretary of state shall 
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transmit to each circuit court clerk a 
certified list containing the name of each 
person qualified as a candidate for nomi­
nation for the office of President of the 
United States and the name of the political 
party whose nomination the candidate is 
seeking. Each clerk shall have the names 
of the candidates certified by the secretary 
of state placed on the ballot as provided by 
law. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-3-9. Primary election returns. -
Each circuit court clerk shall, not later 
than the Tuesday after the day the pri­
mary election is held, send to the secretary 
of state by certified mail one (1) complete 
copy of all returns for presidential candi­
dates. The clerk shall state the number of 
votes received by each candidate in each 
congressional district within the county. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 100.] 

3-8-3-10. Certification of election re­
sults. - The secretary of state shall 
certify to the state chairman of each 
political party the result of the presiden­
tial primary vote for the candidates of that 
party. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 101.] 

3-8-3-11. National convention dele­
gates and alternates - First ballot 
voting. - A delegate or alternate delegate 
selected from a congressional district to 
the national convention of a political party 
shall, on the first ballot at the national 
convention, support the candidate for Pres­
ident of the United States who received 
the highest number of votes in the con­
gressional district at the primary election 
if the person is in fact a candidate at the 
convention. A delegate-at-large or alter­
nate delegate-at-large to the national con­
vention is not required to support a spe­
cific candidate for President on any ballot 
at the convention. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 4 
STATE CONVENTIONS 

3-8-4-1. Applicability of chapter. 
3-8-4-2. Nomination of candidates - Election of 

national convention delegates and 
alternates. 

3-8-4-3. Delegates - Apportionment. 
3-8-4-4. Delegates - Vacancies. 
3-8-4-5. List of delegates elected. 
3-8-4-6. Notification of presidential primary elec­

tion results. 
3-8-4-7. Procedure for nominating candidates and 

electing national convention dele­
gates and alternates. 

3-8-4-8. Voting procedures. 
3-8-4-9. Poll watchers. 
3-8-4-10. Candidates for Senator and governor. 

SECTION. 

3-8-4-11. State committee and convention rules. 
3-8-4-12 - 3·8-4·24. [Repealed. I 

3-8-4-1. Applicability of chapter. -
This chapter applies to each political party 
in the state whose nominee received at 
least two percent (2%) of the total vote cast 
for secretary of state at the last election. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 102.] 

3-8-4-2. Nomination of candidates 
- Election of national convention del­
egates and alternates. - (a) A political 
party shall conduct a state convention to 
nominate the' candidates of the political 
party for the following offices to be voted 
on at the next general election: 

(1) Lieutenant governor. 
(2) Secretary of state. 
(3) Auditor of state. 
(4) Treasurer of state. 
(5) Attorney general. 
(6) Superintendent of public instruc­
tion. 
(7) Clerk of the supreme court. 

(b) The convention shall also: 
(1) Nominate candidates for presiden­
tial electors and alternate electors; 
and 
(2) Elect the delegates and alternate 
delegates to the national convention of 
the political party. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.3-1987, § 103.] 

3-8-4-3. Delegates - Apportion­
ment. - (a) This section applies to each 
political party that elects delegates to the 
party's state convention at a primary elec­
tion. 

(b) Delegates to a state convention shall 
be chosen from delegate districts in each 
county. Each delegate district is allotted 
one (1) delegate for every four hundred 
(400) votes in the district. If there are two 
hundred (200) or more votes remaining in 
a district, the district receives one (1) 
additional delegate. The county election 
board shall apportion the votes, although 
there may not be more than ten (10) 
delegates from one district. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 4; P.L.3-1987, § 104.] 

3-8-4-4. Delegates - Vacancies. - If 
a delegate vacancy exists to a political 
party's state convention, the county chair­
man of the county in which the vacancy 
occurs shall select a voter from the county 
to fill the vacancy. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-4-5. List of delegates elected. -
(a) This section applies to each political 
party that elects delegates to the party's 
state convention at a primary election. 
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(b) Each circuit court clerk, within 
twenty (20) days after a primary election, 
shall furnish the secretary of state a 
complete list of all delegates elected at the 
primary election to the state convention of 
a political party. The list must include the 
address of each delegate and the United 
States congressional district in which each 
delegate resides. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.3-1987, § 105.) 

3-8-4-6. Notification of presidential 
primary election results. - If the politi­
cal party participated in a presidential 
primary during the year in which the state 
convention is held, the state chairman 
shall notify the convention of the results of 
the presidential primary furnished to the 
chairman under IC 3-8-3-10. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 4; P.L.3-1987, § 106.) 

3-8-4-7. Procedure for nominating 
candidates and electing national con­
vention delegates and alternates. -
The state committee of the political party 
holding a state convention shall determine 
the procedure for nominating candidates 
and electing delegates and alternate dele­
gates to the national convention. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 107.) 

3-8-4-8. Voting procedures. - Can­
didates shall be nominated or elected at a 
state convention by using voting ma­
chines, ballot card systems, or electronic 
voting systems. However, if there is no 
contest for an office, the nomination or 
election may be by motion and acclama­
tion. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 108.) 

3-8-4-9. Poll watchers. - The state 
chairman of the political party holding a 
state convention shall appoint an inspector 
and two (2) poll clerks to attend each 
voting machine or system at the conven' 
tion. Each candidate may have one (I) 
watcher at each voting machine or system 
to check the voting machine or system 
before and after each ballot and to check 
the work of any election officer. The in­
spector and poll clerks: 

(I) Shall take an oath to perform their 
duties faithfully and to the best of 
their abilities before anyone entitled 
to administer an oath; 
(2) Must be qualified in relationship 
to candidates in the same manner as 
precinct election officers under IC 
3-6-6-7; and 
(3) Are subject to the same penalties 
as precinct election officers. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 109.) 

3-8-4-10. Candidates for Senator 
and governor. - (a) This section applies 
to a political party whose nominee re­
ceived at least two percent (2%) but less 
than ten percent (10%) of the votes cast for 
secretary of state at the last election. 

(b) A political party subject to this sec­
tion shall also nominate its candidates for 
United States Senator and governor at the 
convention. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, 
§ no.) 

3-8-4-11. State committee and con­
vention rules. - All matters regarding a 
state convention that are not prescribed by 
this chapter or by other laws are controlled 
by the rules of the state committee of the 
political party holding the convention and 
by the rules adopted by the convention. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4.) 

3-8-4-12 - 3-8-4-24. [Repealed.) 

CHAPTER 5 
TOWN CONVENTIONS AND MAJOR 

POLITICAL PARTY NOMINA­
TIONS IN SMALL TOWNS 

SECTlON. 

3-8-5-1. Applicability of chapter. 
3-8-5-2. Nomination of town office candidates. 
3-8-5-3. Town committees - Creation - Name. 
3-8-5-4. Town committees - Membership. 
3-8-5-5. Town committees - Organizational meet­

ing - Term of existence. 
3-8-5-6. Town committees - Person presiding over 

organizational meeting. 
3-8-5-7. Town committees - Officers - Subcommit­

tees. 
3-8·5-8. Town committee meetings - Call - No­

tice. 
3-8-5-9. Town committee meetings - Quorum. 
3-8-5-10. Town conventions - Call - Location -

Time - Purpose - Notice. 
3·8·5-10.5. Declaration of candidacy. 
3·8-5-11. Town conventions - Persons eligible to 

vote. 
3-8·5·12. Town conventions - Chairman - Secre­

tary - Vote necessary to nomi­
nate. 

3·8·5-13. Certificate of nomination - Issuance -
Contents - Acknowledgment -
Filing. 

3-8-5-14. Certificate of nomination - Form. 
3-8-5-14.3. Convention not required - Municipal 

election. 
3-8-5-14.5. Withdrawal by town convention nominee 

- Notice. 
3-8·5·15. Preservation of certificate and petitions of 

nomination and declarations of 
candidacy. 

3-8-5-16. [Repealed.l 

3-8-5-1. Applicability of chapter. -
This chapter applies to the nomination of 
candidates for town offices in each town 
having a population of less than three 
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thousand five hundred (3,500) that is not 
located entirely or partially within a 
county having . a consolidated. city: 
lP.L.5-1986, § 4, P.L.3-1987, § Ill, 
P.L.11-1988, § 2.] 

3-8-5-2. Nomination of town office 
candidates. - A candidate for a town 
office shall be nominated as follows: 

(1) By convention conducted under 
this chapter; 
(2) By petition filed under IC 3-8-6; or 
(3) If a town convention was not re­
quired under section lO [IC 3-8-5-10] 
of this chapter for the political party of 
which the candidate is a member, by 
the candidate's declaration of candi­
dacy. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 63.] 

3-8-5-3. Town committees - Cre­
ation - Name. - Each of the major 
political parties of the state shall have a 
committee in a town subject to this chapter 
known as the .......... town committee of 
the town of .......... (designating the name 
of the party and the town). [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 4; P.L.3-1987, § 112.] 

3-8-5-4. Town committees - Mem­
bership. - (a) A town committee consists 
of members of the county committee of the 
county in which the town is located that 
contains the greatest percentage of the 
population of the town who reside in the 
town and represent precincts situated 
wholly or partly in the town. 

(b) If there are fewer than four (4) 
members of the county committee quali­
fied to serve on the town committee, the 
county chairman of the county that con­
tains the greatest percentage of the popu­
lation of the town shall appoint to the town 
committee enough voters of the town to 
bring the total number of members on the 
committee to four (4). [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.10-1988, § 38.] 

3-8-5-5. Town committees - Orga­
nizational meeting - Term of exis­
tence - The organization of a town com­
mittee shall be completed by the first 
Saturday of July in each year in which a 
municipal election is to be held. The 
committee shall continue to function from 
the time of its organization until the 
election has been held and the result has 
been determined. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.3-1987, § 113.] 

3-8-5-6. Town committees - Person 
presiding over organizational meeting. 
- The county chairman of each major 
political party of the county that contains 

the greatest percenta~e of the population 
of the town shall deSignate a resident of 
the town to preside at the organizational 
meeting of a town committee. If a county 
chairman fails to make this designation by 
the last Saturday in June, the town clerk­
treasurer shalI appoint a resident of the 
town who is a member of the political 
party of the chairman who failed to make 
the designation to preside at the meeting: 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4, P.L.10-1988, § 39, 
P.LA-1991, § 38.] 

3-8-5-7. Town committees - Offi­
cers - Subcommittees. - A town com­
mittee shall organize by electing a chair­
man, a vice chairman, a secretary, a 
treasurer, and the subcommittees provided 
by its rules. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-5-8. Town committee meetings 
- Call - Notice. - A meeting of a town 
committee may be called by the chairman 
of the committee or by written notice 
signed by at least half the membership of 
the committee. Whenever the chairman 
calls a meeting, the chairman shall give a 
one (1) day notice of the meeting to all 
members of the committee. Whenever the 
members of the committee call a meeting, 
they shall give three (3) days notice in 
writing to each member not joining in the 
call. All notices given must state the 
purpose for which the meeting is called. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-5-9. Town committee meetings 
- Quorum. - A quorum for the transac­
tion of business by a town committee is a 
majority of the members present repre­
senting a majority of the precincts or other 
election districts entitled to membership 
on the committee. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-5-10. Town conventions - Call 
- Location - Time - Purpose -
Notice. - (aJ If more than one (1) candi­
date from the same political party files a 
declaration of candidacy for the same 
office, that political party shall conduct a 
town convention under this chapter to 
choose the nominee of that party for that 
office. 

(b) If a town convention is required 
under subsection (a), the town chairman 
elected under section 7 [IC 3-8-5-7] of this 
chapter shall issue a call for a town 
convention to be held in the town, or, if 
there is no suitable location in the town, 
then either at the nearest available loca­
tion within any county in which the town 
is located or at the county seat of any 
county in which the town is located. 
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(c) The convention must be held before 
September 14 in each year in which a 
municipal election is to be held. The 
purpose of the convention is to select the 
nominees for all town offices to be elected 
at the next municipal election and for 
which more than one (1) declaration of 
candidacy has been filed. 

(d) The chairman shall file a notice of 
the call with the circuit court clerk of the 
county containing the greatest percentage 
of population of the town. The chairman 
shall also have notice of the call posted at 
least three (3) days in three (3) prominent 
public places in the town, including the 
office of the clerk-treasurer. The notice 
must state the time, place, and purpose of 
the convention. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.3-1987, § 114; P.L.1O-1988, § 40; 
P.L.3-1993, § 64.] 

3-8-5-10.5_ Declaration of candi­
dacy. - (a) A person who desires to be 
nominated for a town office by a major 
political party must file a declaration of 
candidacy with the circuit court clerk of 
the county containing the greatest per­
centage of population of the town. 

(b) A declaration of candidacy must be 
filed: 

(1) Not earlier than January 1; and 
(2) Not later than noon September 1; 

before a municipal election. 
(c) The declaration must be subscribed 

and sworn to (or affirmed) before a notary 
public or other person authorized to ad­
minister oaths. 

(d) The declaration of each candidate 
required by this section must be in sub­
stantially the following form: 

DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY 

STATE OF INDIANA 

COUNTYOF __ _ 

) 
) ss: 
) 

I, , (Names must be printed or 
typewritten as the candidate wishes it to 
appear on the ballot) the undersigned, 
certify the following: 

(1) That I am a registered voter of 
___ precinct of the Township of 
-,-_=-_, or of the ward of 
the Town of , County of 
=-cc--' State of Indiana. 
(2) I reside at , (Com­
plete residence address must be in­
serted). My mailing address is 
:-::-:.,--_-:;-:_--,-:-_. (Complete only 
if the mailing address is different from 
the residence address.) 
(3) That I am a member of the 
_____ party. I am a candidate 

for nomination to the office of 
:-_:---,.,-" (Include the district des­
ignation if you are seeking a town 
legislative body seat.) 
(4) I comply with all requirements 
under the laws of the State of Indiana 
to be a candidate for the above named 
office, including any applicable resi­
dency requirements, and I am not 
ineligible to be a candidate due to a 
criminal conviction that would pro­
hibit me from serving in this office. 

(Signature) _______ _ 

Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) 
before me this ___ day of __ _ 

My commission expires: _______ _ 
County of Residence: :;-:-:_.,-;-_-;:::-~ 
(Hour and Date) Filed in the office of 

at p.m.ia.m. this 
_--,,_ day of , . 

(e) Immediately after the deadline for 
filing, the circuit court clerk shall do all of 
the following: 

(1) Certify to the town clerk-treasurer 
and release to the public a list of the 
candidates of each political party for 
each office. The list shall indicate any 
candidates of a political party nomi­
nated for an office under this chapter 
because of the failure of any other 
candidates of that political party to 
file a declaration of candidacy for that 
office. 
(2) Post a copy of the list in a promi­
nent place in the circuit court clerk's 
office. 
(3) File a copy of each declaration of 

. candidacy with the town clerk-trea­
surer. 

(0 A person who files a declaration of 
candidacy for an elected office for which a 
per diem or salary is provided for by law is 
disqualified from filing a declaration of 
candidacy for another office for which a 
per diem or salary is provided for by law 
until the original declaration is with­
drawn. 

(g) A person who files a declaration of 
candidacy for an elected office may not file 
a declaration of candidacy for that office in 
the same year as a member of a different 
political party until the original declara­
tion is withdrawn. [P.L.3-1987, § 115; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 41; P.L.4-1991, § 39; 
P.L.3-1993, § 65.] 

3-8-5-11. Town conventions - Per­
sons eligible to vote. - To determine 
who may vote at the convention, the 
standards prescribed by IC 3-10-1-6 
through IC 3-10-1-10 for determining po-
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litical party affiliation at a primary elec­
tion apply. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-5-12. Town conventions 
Chairman - Secretary - Vote neces­
sary to nominate. - (a) The town chair­
man and secretary of each J'0litical party 
shall act as chairman an secretary of 
their respective conventions. If the town 
chairman of the political party is unable or 
unwilling to act as chairman of the con­
vention, the convention shall elect a chair­
man of the convention from among the 
voters attending the convention. If the 
town secretary of the political party is 
unable or unwilling to act as secretary of 
the convention, the convention shall elect 
a secretary of the convention from among 
the voters attending the convention. 

(b) The candidates for town offices must 
be nominated by a majority of the voters 
present and voting, but: 

(1) If the town has a population of less 
than one thousand (1,000), at least ten 
(10) voters must attend the convention 
and vote; or 
(2) If the town has a population of at 
least one thousand (1,000), at least 
twenty (20) voters must attend the 
convention and vote. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.IO-1988, § 42; P.L.4-1991, § 40; 
P.L.3-1993, § 66.] 

3-8-5-13. Certificate of nomination 
- Issuance - Contents - Acknowl­
edgment - Filing. - (a) The chairman 
and secretary of a town convention shall 
execute a certificate of nomination in 
writing, setting out the following: 

(1) The name of each nominee. 
(2) The residence address of each 
nominee. 
(3) The office for which each nominee 
was nominated. 
(4) That each nominee is legally qual­
ified to hold office. 
(5) The political party device or em­
blem by which the ticket will be 
designated on the ballot. 

(b) Both the chairman and secretary 
shall acknowledge the certificate before an 
officer authorized to take acknowledgment 
of deeds. 

(c) The certificate must be filed with the 
circuit court clerk of the county having the 
greatest percentage of the population of 
the town. 

(d) The certificate must be filed with the 
circuit court clerk no later than noon 
September 21 before the municipal elec­
tion. 

(e) The circuit court clerk shall file a 
copy of each certificate with the town 
clerk-treasurer no later than noon Septem­
ber 30. rp.L.5-1986. § 4: P.L.3-198? 

§ 116; P.L.I0-1988, § 43; P.L.3-1989, § 5; 
P.L.3-1993, § 67.] 

3-8-5-14. Certificate of nomination 
- Form. - A certificate of nomination 
must be in the following form: 
To the Circuit Court Clerk of 

County, State of Indi­
ana. 

The undersigned certify the following: 
(I) that a convention of the __ -,­
party (insert the name of the party) 
was duly held in the town on the 
...,-__ day of , for 
the purpose of nominating candidates 
of the party for the town election to be 
held at on the day 
of November, . 
(2) that twenty (20) or more regis­
tered voters attended the convention 
and voted, or in a town having a 
population of less than one thousand 
(1,000), that ten (10) or more regis­
tered voters attended the convention 
and voted. 
(3) that at the convention the follow­
ing candidates were nominated for the 
respective offices and the residence of 
each candidate is stated as follows: 

Name Residence Office 

(4) that each candidate for town coun­
cil resides in the ward for which the 
person is a candidate. 
(5) that each candidate is a registered 
voter of the town and legally qualified 
to hold the office for which the person 
is a candidate. 
(6) that the title of the party that the 
candidates represent is the ,-,-.,.---,-_ 
party, and the device by which the 
candidates may be designated on the 
ballots is the (a symbol 
to designate the party). 
(7) that the undersigned were respec­
tively the presiding officer and secre­
tary of the convention. 

In witness whereof, we have set our 
hands this day of 

Presiding Officer, -,....,---",-_--,-_ 
Town Convention of the Town of_ 

Residence of Presiding Officer 

Secretary of the ______ _ 

Town Convention of the Town of 

Residence of the Secretarv 
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STATE OF INDIANA 

COUNTYOF ________ __ 

) 
) ss: 
) 

The above named and , 
who were respectively the presiding officer 
and secretary of the Town Con-
vention of the Town of in 
____ County, State ofIndiana, held at 
____ on the day of , 
____ , and as such officers personally 
appeared before the undersigned notary 
public, each acknowledges the execution of 
the above instrument and certificate. 

Witness my hand and official seal this 
_____ day of , ____ . 

Notary Public 

My Commission Expires: 
County of Residence: 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.1O-1988, § 44; 
P.L.8-1989, § 4; P.L.3-1993, § 68.] 

3-8-5-14.3. Convention not required 
- Municipal election. - If a convention 
is not required under section 10 [IC 
3-8-5-10] of this chapter, notwithstanding 
IC 3-10-7: 

(1) A municipal primary election or 
town convention may not he held; and 
(2) Each candidate who filed a decla­
ration of candidacy shall be placed on 
the municipal election ballot, unless 
IC 3-10-7-6(b) applies. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 69.] 

3-8-5-14.5. Withdrawal by town con­
vention nominee - Notice. - (a) A town 
election board or circuit court clerk con­
ducting a municipal election under IC 
3-10-7 may not include the name of a 
candidate nominated by a town convention 
on the municipal election ballot if the 
person files a notice to withdraw with the 
hoard or clerk. 

(h) The notice to withdraw must: 
(1) Be signed and acknowledged be­
fore an officer authorized to take ac­
knowledgments of deeds; 
(2) Have the certificate of acknowl­
edgment appended to the notice; and 
(3) Be filed with the board or clerk no 
later than noon three (3) days follow­
ing the adjournment of the conven­
tion. [P.L.1O-1988, § 45.] 

3-8-5-15. Preservation of certificate 
and petitions of nomination and decla­
rations of candidacy. - A town clerk-

treasurer shall preserve in the clerk-trea­
surer's office: 

(1) All certificates of nomination and 
declarations of candidacy filed with 
the town clerk-treasurer under this 
chapter; and 
(2) All petitions of nomination filed 
under IC 3-8-6-10; 

for the period required under IC 3-10-1-31 
after the municipal election for which the 
nominations were made. [P .L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.3-1987, § 117; P.L.1O-1988, § 46.] 

3-8-5-16. [Repealed.] 

CHAPTER 6 

NOMINATION BY PETITION FOR 
INDEPENDENT OR MINOR POLITICAL 

PARTY CANDIDATES 

SECTION. 

3-8-6-1. Applicability of chapter. 
3-8-6-2. Persons and candidates qualified to make 

nomination by petition. 
3-8-6-3. Petition of nomination - Number of voter 

signatures required. 
3-8-6-4. Political subdivision of candidate. 
3-8-S·5. Petition of nomination - Contents. 
3-8-6-6. Petition of nomination - Signature pages. 
3-8-6-7. Petition of nomination - Signatures. 
3-8-6-8. Petition of nomination - Certification. 
3·8-6-9. (Repealed.l 
3-8-6-10. Petition of nomination - Submission for 

certification - Filing - Census 
year. 

3·8·6-11. Filing of petitions in certain counties -
Verification of eligibility of peti· 
tioners. 

3-8-6·12. Filing of certified petitions - Consent of 
candidate - Statement by circuit 
court clerk. 

3·8-6-13. Petition of nomination - Special elec­
tions. 

3-8-6·13.5. Withdrawal of petition of nomination. 
3-8-6·14. Candidate's authorization - Candidate 

eligibility required. 
3·8-6-15. (Repealed.l 
3-8-6-16. Removal of ineligible candidate from bal­

lot - Filling vacancy. 

3-8-6-1. Applicability of chapter. -
This chapter applies to a candidate for 
nomination to an elected office who: 

(1) Is an independent candidate; or 
(2) Represents a political party not 
qualified to nominate candidates in a 
primary or by convention. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 4; P.L.3-1993, § 70.] 

3-8-6-2. Persons and candidates 
'lualified to make nomination by peti­
tion. - A candidate may be nominated for 
an elected office hy petition of voters who 
are registered to vote at the time of 
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signing the petition and qualified to vote 
for the candidate. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-6-3. Petition of nomination -
Number of voter signatures required. 
- A petition of nomination must be signed 
by the number of voters equal to two 
percent (2%) of the total vote cast at the 
last election for secretary of state in the 
election district that the candidate seeks to 
represent. However, a petition of nomina­
tion must be signed by at least five (5) 
voters. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-6-4. Political subdivision of can­
didate. - (a) Each candidate nominated 
by petition under section 2 [IC 3-8-6-2] of 
this chapter must be seeking an office that 
serves the entire state or a congressional 
or lel,(islative district, or the same political 
subdIvision. 

(b) An independent candidate may not 
include the name of any other candidate 
on the petition, except for the other candi­
date included on a ticket for President and 
Vice President of the United States or 
governor and lieutenant governor. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1993, § 71.] 

3-8-6-5. Petition of nomination -
Contents. - A petition of nomination: 

(1) Must state the name and address 
of each candidate, including the mail­
ing address, if different from the resi­
dence address of the candidate; 
(2) Must state the office that each 
candidate seeks; 
(3) Must state the information re­
quired under IC 3-10-4-5, if the peti­
tion nominates candidates for presi­
dential electors; 
(4) Must state whether or not each 
candidate: 

(A) Has been a candidate for state 
or local office in a previous primary 
or general election; and 
(B) Has filed all reports required by 
IC 3-9-5-10 for all previous candida­
cies; 

(5) Must state that each candidate is 
legally qualified to hold the office that 
the candidate seeks, including any 
applicable . residency requirements 
and restrictions on service due to a 
criminal conviction; 
(6) Must state that the petitioners 
desire and are registered and qualified 
to vote for each candidate; and 
(7) May designate a brief name of the 
political party that the candidates 
represent, or indicate that the candi­
date is an independent candidate, to­
gether with a simple figure or device 
by which its lists of candidates may be 

designated on the ballot. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 4; P.L.1D-1988, § 47; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 72.] 

3-8-6-6. Petition of nomination -
Signature pages. - The signatures to a 
petition of nomination need not be 
appended to one (1) paper, but a petitioner 
may not be counted unless at the time of 
signing the petitioner is registered and 
qualified to vote. Each petition must con­
tain the following: 

(1) The signature of each petitioner. 
(2) The name of each petitioner legi­
bly printed. 
(3) The residence mailing address of 
each petitioner. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-6-7. Petition of nomination -
Signatures. - Each petitioner on a peti­
tion of nomination must sign the peti­
tioner's name or have the petitioner's 
mark attested. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-6-8. Petition of nomination 
Certification. - For a petition of nomina­
tion to be considered valid by the officer 
required to receive the petition, the circuit 
court clerk or board of registration in the 
county where the petitioner is registered 
must certify that each petitioner is a voter 
in the county. The certification must ac­
company and be part of each petition. The 
certification must indicate that each peti­
tioner is eligible to vote for the candidates 
being nominated by the petition. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-6-9. [Repealed.] 

3-8-6-10. Petition of nomination -
Submission for certification - Filing 
- Census year. - (a) Except as provided 
in section 11 [IC 3-8-6-11] of this chapter, a 
petition of nomination must be submitted 
to the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration of each county in which the 
election district is located. 

(b) The petition must be: 
(1) Filed during the period beginning 
January 1 of the year in which the 
election will be held and ending at 
noon July 15 before the election; and 
(2) Accompanied by the candidate's 
written consent to become a candidate 
and any statement of economic inter­
ests required under IC 3-8-1-33. 

(c) The clerk or board shall certify and 
file a petition that complies with the 
requirements of this chapter with the 
public official authorized to place names 
on the ballot (and with the town clerk-
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treasurer, if the petition of nomination is 
for a town office) by noon August 1. 

(d) During a year in which a federal 
decennial census, federal special census, 
special tabulation, or corrected population 
count becomes effective under IC 1-1-3.5, a 
petition of nomination may be filed for an 
office that will appear on the primary 
election ballot that year as a result of the 
new tabulation of population or corrected 
population count. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.3-1987, § 118; P.L.I-1988, § 6; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 48; P.L.2-1990, § 7.] 

3-8-6-11. Filing of petitions in cer­
tain counties - Verification of eligibil­
ity of petitioners. - (a) Whenever a town 
is wholly or partly located in a county 
having a consolidated city, a petition of 
nomination must be filed with the circuit 
court clerk of the county having the con­
solidated city. 

(b) Whenever a town not described in 
subsection (a) has entered into an agree­
ment with a county under IC 3-10-7-4, the 
petition must be filed with the circuit 
court clerk or board of registration of that 
county. 

(c) Whenever a school corporation is 
located in more than one (1) county, a 
petition for the nomination of a candidate 
to a school board office must be filed with 
the circuit court clerk or board of registra­
tion of the county having the greatest 
percentage of population of the election 
district. 

(d) When a petition is filed under sub­
section (a), (b), or (c) for nomination to an 
office whose election district is in more 
than one (1) county, the circuit court clerk 
or board of registration shall examine the 
voter registration records of each county in 
the election district to determine if each 
petitioner is eligible to vote for the candi­
dates being nominated by the petition. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.6-1986, § 5; 
P.L.3-1987, § 119; P.L.1O-1988, § 49; 
P.L.3-1989, § 6.] 

3-8-6-12. Filing of certified petitions 
- Consent of candidate - Statement 
by circuit court clerk. - (a) A petition of 
nomination for an office filed under section 
10 [IC 3-8-6-10] of this chapter must be 
filed with and certified by the person with 
whom a declaration of candidacy must be 
filed under IC 3-8-2. 

(b) The petition of nomination must be 
accompanied by: 

(1) Each candidate's written consent 
to become a candidate; and 
(2) If the petition is filed with the 
secretary of state for an office not 
elected by the electorate of the whole 

state, a statement signed by the cir­
cuit court clerk of each county in the 
election district of the office sought by 
the individual. 

(c) The statement required under sub-
section (b)(2) must: 

(1) Be certified by each circuit court 
clerk; and 
(2) Indicate the number of votes cast 
for secretary of state: 

(A) At the last election for secretary 
of state; and 
(B) In the part of the county in­
cluded in the election district of the 
office sought by the individual filing 
the petition. 

(d) The secretary of state shall, by noon 
August 20, certify each petition of nomina­
tion filed in the secretary of state's office to 
the appropriate county. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.3-1987, § 120; P.L.1O-1988, § 50; 
P.L.4-1991, § 41.] 

3-8-6-13. Petition of nomination -
Special elections. - In a special election 
called by the governor, a petition of nomi­
nation shall be filed with the circuit court 
clerk or other public official with whom a 
petition is required to be filed, at any time 
after the election is called but no later 
than noon fifty (50) days before the date of 
the election. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 121; P.L.I0-1988, § 51.] 

3-8-6-13.5. Withdrawal of petition of 
nomination. - A candidate may with­
draw a petition of nomination by noon: 

(1) August 1 before a general or mu­
nicipal election; or 
(2) Forty-five (45) days before a spe­
cial election. [P.L.3-1987, § 122; 
P.L.I0-1988, § 52; P.L.3-1993, § 73.] 

3-8-6-14. Candidate's authorization 
- Candidate eligibility required. - (a) 
A person may not be selected as a candi­
date by petition of nomination without 
giving written consent and having it filed 
with the public official with whom certifi­
cates and petitions of nomination are re­
quired to be filed. 

(b) Each candidate nominated by peti­
tion of nomination must satisfy all statu­
tory eligibility requirements for the office 
for which the candidate is nominated, 
including the filing of statements of eco­
nomic interest. 

(c) All questions concerning the validity 
of a petition of nomination filed with the 
secretary of state shall be referred to and 
determined by the state election board. 

(d) All questions concerning the validity 
of a petition of nomination filed with a 
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circuit court clerk shall be referred to and 
determined by the county election board. 

(e) The state election board or a county 
election board shall rule on the validity of 
the petition of nomination not later than 
noon August 20 following the filing of the 
certificate. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.1D-1988, 
§ 53; P.L.3-1993, § 74.] 

3-8-6-15. [Repealed.] 

3-8-6-16. Removal of ineligible can­
didate from ballot - Filling vacancy. 

(a) This section applies if a person: 
(1) Files a petition of nomination un­
der this chapter; 
(2) Moves from the election district 
that the person sought to represent 
following the filing of the petition of 
nomination; 
(3) Does not file a notice of with­
drawal of candidacy under section 
13.5 [IC 3-8-6-13.5] of this chapter; 
and 
(4) Is no longer an active candidate. 

(b) The county chairman of any political 
party on the ballot in the election district 
or a candidate for the office sought by the 
person described in subsection (a) may, 
upon determining that this section applies, 
file an action in the circuit court in the 
county where the person described in sub­
section (a) resided. The complaint in this 
action must: 

(1) State that this section applies to 
the person; 
(2) Name the person described in sub­
section (a) and the public official re­
sponsible for placing that person's 
name on the ballot as defendants; and 
(3) Be filed no later than a notice of 
withdrawal could have been filed un­
der section 13.5 of this chapter. 

(c) When a complaint is filed under 
subsection (b), the circuit court shall con­
duct a hearing and rule on the petition 
within ten (0) days after it is filed. 

(d) If the court finds in favor of the 
plaintiff, a candidate vacancy occurs on 
the: 

(1) General election ballot; and 
(2) Primary election ballot if no other 
person is: 

(A) A member of the same political 
party as the person described in 
subsection (a); and 
(B) A candidate on the ballot for the 
office sought by the person de­
scribed in subsection (a). 

(e) The candidate vacancy shall be filled 
under IC 3-13-1 if the candidate represents 
a political party not qualified to nominate 
candidates in a primary or by convention. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 123.] 

CHAPrER 7 

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINEES 

SECTION. 
3-B-7-1. Primary election winner is nominee. 
3-8-7-2. Certification of primary results for federal, 

state and multiple county offices. 
3-8-7-3. Certification errors. 
3-8-7-4. Certification of county and municipal nomi­

nees. 
3-8-7-5. List of local candidates nominated and state 

convention delegates elected in 
primary elections. 

3-8-7-6. Lists of local, state and federal candidates 
nominated and state convention 
delegates elected in primary elec­
tions. 

3-8·7-7. [Repealed.l 
3-8-7-8. Certification of nominees selected at state 

conventions. 
3·8·7·9. Certification of primary elections for 

United States Senator and gover· 
nor. 

3·8·7·10. Certificates of nomination - Form - Con· 
tent. 

3·8·7·11. Political party emblems. 
3·8·7·12. Certificates of nomination - Official with 

whom filed. 
3·8·7·13. Candidate eligibility requirements. 
3·8·7·14. Certificates of nomination - Time for 

filing. 
3·8·7·15. Certificates of nomination - Special elec· 

tions. 
3·8·7·16. Certified list of state·wide candidates -

Ballot listings. 
3·8·7·17. Refusal to accept nomination. 
3·8·7·18. Certificate or petition of nomination con· 

taining mUltiple candidates. 
3·8·7·19. Multiple listing of candidate on ballot pro· 

hibited - Exception. 
3·8·7·20. Candidates nominated by both convention 

and petition. 
3·8·7·21. Candidates nominated by multiple parties 

- Election of party by candidate. 
3·8·7·22. Candidates nominated by multiple parties 

- Election of party by secretary 
of state or circuit court clerk. 

3·8·7·23. Candidates nominated by multiple parties 
- Placement on list of nominees. 

3·8·7·24. Certificates and petitions of nomination -
Preservation following election. 

3·8·7·25. Listing of candidates on general and munic· 
ipal election ballots. 

3·8·7-26. Political party divisions and factions -
Selection of names and emblems. 

3·8-7·27. Call of conventions by political party divi· 
sions or factions - Certain peti· 
tion nominees treated as conven· 
tion nominees. 

3·8-7·28. Withdrawal of nomination. 
3·8·7·29. Removal of ineligible candidate from ballot 

- Filling vacancy. 
3·8·7·30. Certification of write·in candidates to cir· 

cuit court clerk. 

3-8-7-1. Primary election winner is 
nominee. - The candidate of a political 
party receiving the highest vote for an 
office at a primary election is the nominee 
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of that party for that office. [P.L.5-198S, 
§ 4.] 

3-8-7-2. Certification of primary re­
sults for federal, state and multiple 
county offices. - The secretary of state 
shall, by noon August 20, certify the 
primary election results canvassed and 
tabulated under IC 3-10-1-34 for: 

(1) Candidates for federal and state 
offices; and 
(2) Candidates for legislative and lo­
cal offices representing election dis­
tricts not wholly within one (1) 
county; 

to the circuit court clerk of each county in 
which the candidates are to be voted for at 
the next general election. No other form of 
certification of nomination for the offices is 
necessary. [P.L.5-198S, § 4; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 124.] 

3-8-7-3. Certification errors. - (a) 
Except as provided in subsection (b), an 
error in certification discovered before 
sixty (SO) days before a general election 
shall be corrected by the public officials 
charged with the duties of certification. 

(b) An error in certification of candi­
dates for a town office under IC 3-8-5 
discovered before October 8 before a town 
election shall be corrected by the public 
officials charged with the duties of certifi­
cation. [P.L.5-198S, § 4; P.L.3-1993, § 75.] 

3-8-7-4. Certification of county and 
municipal nominees. - A person nomi­
nated at a primary election held under this 
title within a county or a municipality 
does not have to be certified as a candidate 
to any election board. [P.L.5-198S, § 4.] 

3-8-7-5. List of local candidates 
nominated and state convention dele­
gates elected in primary elections. -
Each circuit court clerk, within twenty 
(20) days after a primary election con­
ducted in a year in which a general 
election will be held, shall furnish the 
secretary of state a complete list of all: 

(1) Candidates nominated; and 
(2) State convention delegates 
elected; 

at the primary election. The list must 
include the address of each candidate and 
delegate and the United States congressio­
nal district in which each candidate and 
delegate resides. [P.L.5-198S, § 4; 
P.L.IO-1988, § 54.] 

3-8-7-S. Lists of local, state and fed­
eral candidates nominated and state 
convention delegates elected in pri­
mary elections. - Within ten (10) days 

after receipt of the candidate and delegate 
lists from each circuit court clerk under 
section 5 [IC 3-8-7-5] of this chapter, the 
secretary of state shall furnish to the state 
chairman of each political party in the 
state whose nominee received at least ten 
percent (10%) of the total vote cast for 
secretary of state at the last election a 
complete list, certified under the secre­
tary s hand and seal, of: 

(1) All candidates nominated and del­
egates elected as certified by the 
clerks under section 5 of this chapter; 
and 
(2) All candidates shown to be nomi­
nated by the canvass of the secretary 
of state under IC 3-10-1-34. 

Each list must include the address of each 
candidate and delegate. The delegate lists 
shall be certified in duplicate, separate 
from the candidate lists. [P.L.5-198S, § 4.] 

3-S-7-7. [Repealed.] 

3-S-7-S. Certification of nominees 
selected at state conventions. - Either 
the chairman and secretary of a state 
convention or the state chairman and state 
secretary of the political party holding the 
state convention shall certify each candi­
date nominated at the convention to the 
secretary of state by noon August 1 before 
the general election. No other form of 
certification of nomination for the offices is 
necessary. [P.L.5-19SS, § 4; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 125.] 

3-S-7-9. Certification of primary 
elections for United States Senator and 
governor. - The secretary of state shall, 
by noon August 20, certify the tabulated 
results of the canvass of the primary 
election votes cast for candidates for 
United States Senator and governor made 
under IC 3-10-1-34. No other form of 
certification of nomination for the offices is 
necessary. [P.L.5-198S, § 4; P.L.3-19S7, 
§ 12S.] 

3-S-7-10. Certificates of nomination 
- Form - Content. - A certificate of 
nomination by convention or primary elec­
tion must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) Contain the name of each person 
nominated, the person's residence ad­
dress, and the office for which the 
person is nominated; 
(3) Designate a title for the political 
party ?r principle that the convention 
or prImary election represents, to­
gether with a simple figure or device 
by which its lists of candidates may be 
designated on the ballot; and 



103 CERTIFICATION OF NOMINEES 3-8-7-19 

(4) Be signed by the chairman and 
secretary of the convention, or by the 
chairman and secretary of the state, 
county, city, or town committee, who 
shall also give their respective places 
of residence and acknowledge the cer­
tificate before an officer authorized to 
take acknowledgments of deeds. The 
certificate of acknowledgment must be 
appended to the certificate of nomina­
tion. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.10-1988, 
§ 55.] 

3-8-7-11. Political party emblems.­
If the certificate of nomination of a state 
convention requests that the figure or 
device selected by the convention be used 
to designate the candidates of the political 
party on the ballot for all elections 
throughout the state, the figure or device 
must be used until changed by a subse­
quent state convention of the same party. 
The device may be any appropriate sym­
bol. However, the coat of arms or seal of 
the state or of the United States, the 
national or state flag, or any other emblem 
common to the people at large may not be 
used as the figure or device. [P .L.5-1986, 
§ 4; P.L.3-1987, § 127.] 

3-8-7-12. Certificates of nomination 
- Official with whom filed. - A certifi­
cate of nomination for an office to be 
elected by the electorate of the whole state 
shall be filed with the secretary of state. A 
certificate of nomination for any other 
elected office shall be filed with the person 
with whom a declaration of candidacy 
shall be filed. The secretary of state shall, 
by noon August 20, certify each certificate 
of nomination filed in the secretary of 
state's office to the appropriate county. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 128.] 

3-8-7-13. Candidate eligibility re­
quirements. - Each candidate nomi­
nated by certificate of nomination must 
satisfy all statutory eligibility require­
ments for the office for which the candi­
date is nominated, including filing state­
ments of economic interest. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 4; P.L.10-1988, § 56.] 

3-8-7-14. Certificates of nomination 
- Time for filing. - A certificate of 
nomination required to be filed with the 
secretary of state or circuit court clerk 
shall be filed no later than noon August 1 
before the date fixed for the election of the 
person nominated. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.3-1987, § 129; P.L.1O-1988, § 57.] 

3-8-7-15. Certificates of nomination 
- Special elections. - In a special 

election called by the governor, a certifi­
cate of nomination may be filed with the 
public official with whom a certificate is 
required to be filed at any time after the 
election is called but no later than noon 
fifty (50) days before the date of the 
election. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.10-1988, 
§ 58.] 

3-8-7-16. Certified list of state-wide 
candidates - Ballot listings. - The 
secretary of state shall certify to each 
circuit court clerk by noon August 20 (or 
noon September 2 for nominees for United 
States President and Vice President) be­
fore an election the name and place of 
residence of each person nominated for an 
office for which the electorate of the whole 
state may vote. The secretary of state shall 
designate the device under which the list 
of candidates of each political party will be 
printed and the order in which the politi­
cal party ticket will be arranged under IC 
3-10-4-2 and IC 3-11-2-6. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.3-1987, § 130; P.L.10-1988, § 59.] 

3-8-7-17. Refusal to accept nomina­
tion. - The secretary of state may not 
certify the name of a person whose certifi­
cate or petition of nomination has been 
filed in the office of the secretary of state if 
the person has notified the secretary of 
state in writing that the person will not 
accept the nomination contained in the 
certificate or petition of nomination. The 
written notice must be signed and ac­
knowledged before an officer authorized to 
take acknowledgments of deeds. The cer­
tificate of acknowledgment must be 
appended to the written notice. A circuit 
court clerk may not include on the ballot 
the name of a person whose certificate or 
petition of nomination has been filed in 
the clerk's office if the person has notified 
the clerk in the same manner that the 
person will not accept the nomination. The 
name of a candidate who has given notice 
under this section may not be included on 
the ballot. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 131; P.L.1O-1988, § 60.] 

3-8-7-18. Certificate or petition of 
nomination containing multiple candi­
dates. - If a certificate or petition of 
nomination contains the name of more 
than one (1) candidate for an elected office, 
neither name may be printed as a candi­
date for the office. [P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 

3-8-7-19. Multiple listing of candi­
dates on ballot prohibited - Excep­
tion. - (a) Except as provided in subsec­
tion (b), the name of a person who has been 
nominated as a candidate for an elected 
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office may not appear in more than one (1) 
place on a ballot. 

(b) The name of a person who is nomi-
nated as a candidate of a political party: 

(1) For a federal office in a primary 
election; and 
(2) For Vice President of the United 
States during the same year; 

may appear on the general election ballot 
as a candidate for the federal office and for 
Vice President of the United States. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.12-1988, § 2.] 

3-8-7-20. Candidates nominated by 
both convention and petition. - If a 
person has been nominated as a candidate 
for the same office by both convention and 
petition, the person's name may be placed 
on the ballot only once. The person's name 
shall be placed on the list of candidates 
nominated by convention, and the place 
occupied by the person's name in the 
petition must be left blank. However, if 
the candidate files a written statement: 

(1) Acknowledged before a person au­
thorized to take acknowledgments; 
(2) In the office where a petition of 
nomination for the office must be filed; 
(3) No later than noon of the last day 
for filing a nomination; and 
(4) Requesting that the person's name 
be printed as nominated by petition; 

the person's name must be so printed and 
omitted from the list nominated by con­
vention. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.10-1988, 
§ 61.] 

3-8-7-21. Candidates nominated by 
multiple parties - Election of party by 
candidate. - If a person has been nomi­
nated by two (2) or more political parties, 
or as an independent candidate and as the 
nominee of at least one (1) political party, 
the person must elect which of the nomina­
tions the person will accept. The election 
must be in writing, signed, acknowledged 
before an officer authorized to take ac­
knowledgments, and filed. If the person 
has been nominated for an office for which 
the electorate of the whole state may vote, 
the person shall file the election with the 
secretary of state by noon August 1 before 
the election. If a person has been nomi­
nated for an office for which a certificate or 
petition of nomination shall be filed with 
the circuit court clerk, the person shall file 
the election with: 

(1) The circuit court clerk of the 
county in which the nomination was 
made if for an office in the county; or 
(2) The circuit court clerk of each 
county in the district if for a district 
office; 

by noon August 1 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.3-1993, § 76.] 

before the election. 
P.L.3-1987, § 132; 

3-8-7-22. Candidates nominated by 
multiple parties - Election of party by 
secretary of state or circuit court clerk. 
- If a person nominated by two (2) or 
more political parties, or as an indepen­
dent candidate and as the nominee of at 
least one (1) political party, does not make 
and file an election as required by section 
21 [IC 3-8-7-21] of this chapter, the secre­
tary of state or circuit court clerk shall 
make the election for the person. Prefer­
ence shall be given to the nomination 
made by convention. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; 
P.L.3-1987, § 133; P.L.3-1993, § 77.] 

3-8-7-23. Candidates nominated by 
multiple parties - Placement on list of 
nominees. - After the election required 
by section 21 or 22 [IC 3-8-7-21 or IC 
3-8-7 -22] of this chapter is made, the 
appropriate election board shall place the 
name of the person on the list of nominees 
under only the designation as an indepen­
dent candidate or the political party name 
and device indicated by the person or by 
the secretary of state or circuit court clerk. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 134; 
P.L.3-1993, § 78.] 

3-8-7-24. Certificates and petitions 
of nomination - Preservation follow­
ing election. - The secretary of state and 
each circuit court clerk shall have pre­
served in their offices all certificates and 
petitions of nomination filed under this 
article for the period required under IC 
3-10-1-31. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 135; P.L.3-1993, § 79.] 

3-8-7-25. Listing of candidates on 
general and municipal election ballots. 
- The state election board and each 
county election board shall have printed 
on the respective general or municipal 
election ballots the names of the following 
candidates: 

(1) Nominees chosen at a primary 
election under IC 3-10 and certified as 
required by this chapter. 
(2) Nominees chosen by a convention 
of a political party in the state whose 
candidate received at least two per­
cent (2%) of the total vote cast for 
secretary of state at the last election 
and certified under section 8 [IC 
3-8-7-8] of this chapter. 
(3) Nominees nominated by petition 
under IC 3-8-6. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 4.] 
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3-8-7-26. Political party divisions 
and factions - Selection of names and 
emblems. - If there is a division in a 
political party and two (2) or more factions 
claim the same party name, title, figure, or 
device the state election board, or the 
county election board, if appropriate, sh.all 
give preference of name to the ~onventlOn 
held at the time and place deSignated m 
the call of the regularly constituted party 
authorities. If another faction presents no 
other party name, title, or device, the state 
or county election board shall: 

(1) Select a name or title; 
(2) Place the selected name or title 
before the list of candidates of the 
faction that are on the ballot; and 
(3) Select some suitable device to des­
ignate the faction's candidates. 
LP.L.5-1986, § 4.) 

3-8-7-27. Call of conventions by po­
litical party divisions or factions -
Certain petition nominees treated as 
convention nominees. - If two (2) or 
more conventions are called by authorities 
claimed to be the rightful authorities of a 
political party, the state election board or 
county election board shall select sUitable 
devices to distinguish one (1) factIOn from 
the other and have the ballots prepared 
accordingly. However, if a political ]larty 
entitled to nominate by conventIOn falls to 
do so the names of all nominees by 
petiti~n for any office who are designated 
in their petitions as members of and 
candidates of the party shall be placed on 
the ballot under the name and device of 
the party on the ballots, as if nominated by 
convention. [P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 136.] 

3-8-7-28. Withdrawal of nomination. 
- (a) Except as provided in subsections (b) 
and (c) if a nominee certified under thiS 
chapte~ desires to withdraw from the 
ticket the nominee must file a notice of 
withd~awal in writing with the public 
official with whom the certificate of nomi­
nation was filed by noon: 

(1) July 15 before a general or munici­
pal election; or 
(2) Forty-five (45) days before a spe­
cial election. 

(b) A candidate who is disqualified from 
being a candidate under IC 3-8-1-5. must 
file a notice of WIthdrawal ImmedIately 
upon becoming disqualified. The filing 
requirements of subsection (a) do not apply 
to a notice of withdrawal filed under thIS 
subsection. 

(c) A candidate who has moved from the 
election district the candidate sought to 
represent must file a notice of withdrawal 

immediately after changing the candi­
date's residence. The filing requirements 
of subsection (a) do not apply to a notice of 
withdrawal filed under this subsection. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 137; 
P.L.4-1991, § 42.) 

3-8-7-29. Removal of ineligible can­
didate from ballot - Filling vacancy. 
- (a) This section applies: 

(1) If a person: 
(A) Has been certified as a candi­
date in a certificate of nomination 
filed under this chapter; 
(B) Moves from the election district 
that the person sought to represent 
following the filing of the certificate 
of nomination; 
(C) Does not file a notice of with­
drawal of candidacy under section 
28 [IC 3-8-7-28) of this chapter; and 
(0) Is no longer an active candi­
date; or 

(2) If a person is disqualified from 
being a candidate under Ie 3-8-1-5. 

(b) The county chairman of any political 
party on the ballot in the election district 
or a candidate for the office sought by the 
person described in subsection (a) may, 
upon determimng that thIS sectIOn applIes, 
file an action in the circuit court in the 
county where the person described in su~­
section (a) reSIded. The complamt m thIS 
action must: 

(1) State that this section applies to 
the person; and 
(2) Name the person described in sub­
section (a) and the public official re­
sponsible for placing that person's 
name on the ballot as defendants. 

(c) When a complaint is filed under 
subsection (b), the circuit court shall con­
duct a hearing and rule on the petition 
within ten (10) days after it is filed. 

(d) If the court finds in favor of the 
plaintiff, a candidate vacancy occurs on 
the: 

(1) General election ballot; and 
(2) Primary election ballot if no other 
person IS: 

(A) A member of the same political 
party as the person described in 
subsection (a); and 
(B) A candidate on the ballot for the 
office sought by the person de­
scribed in subsection (a). 

(e) The candidate vacancy shall be filled 
under IC 3-13-1 or IC 3-13-2. LP.L.3-1987, 
§ 138; P.L.4-1991, § 43.) 

3-8-7-30. Certification of write-in 
candidates to circuit court clerk. - (a) 
As soon as practicable, the secretary of 
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state shall certify to each circuit court 
clerk: 

(1) The name of each individual who 
filed a declaration of intent to be a 
write-in candidate with the secretary 
of state; and 
(2) Any political party that the indi­
vidual is affiliated with, or whether 
the individual is an independent can­
didate. 

(b) This subsection applies to the circuit 
court clerk of a county that does not use a 
central location to tally ballot card votes. 
The circuit court clerk shall provide a copy 
of the certification under this section to 
the inspector of each precinct, with in­
structions concerning the counting of 
write-in votes for declared write-in candi­
dates. [P.L.10-1992, § 14; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 80.] 

CHAPTER. 

ARTICLE 9 

POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS 

1. CAMPAIGN ORGANIZATIONS, 3-9-1-1 - 3-9-1-26. 
2. CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS, 3-9-2-1 - 3-9-2-10. 
3. CAMPAIGN EXPENSES, 3-9-3-1 - 3-9-3-4. 
4. ADMINISTRATION BY ELECTION BOARDS, 3-9-4-1 -

3-9·4-18. 
5. REPORTS REQUIRED OF CANDIDATES AND COMMIT­

TEES. 3-9·5-1 - 3-9·5-19. 
6. ScHOOL DISTRICT ELECTION CAMPAIGNS, 3-9-6-1-

3·9-6-5. 
7. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS, 3-9-7-1 - 3-9-7-3. 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 1 
CAMPAIGN ORGANIZATIONS 

3-9-1-1. Applicability. 
3-9-1-2. Committee chairman and treasurer 

Committee expenditures. 
3-9-1-3. Statement of committee organization 

Filing. 
3-9-1-4. Statement of committee organization 

Contents. 
3-9-1-5. Principal committee name and officers -

Designation by candidate. 
3-9-1-6. Principal committee name and officers -

Candidates failing to designate. 
3-9-1-7. Candidate as candidate's committee officer. 
3-9-1-8. Candidate ex officio member of candidate's 

committee. 
3-9·1-9. [Repealed.] 
3-9-1-10. Statement of committee organization -

Changes. 
3-9-1·11. [Repealed.] 
3-9-1-12. Disbanding committees. 
3-9-1-13. Committee treasurers - Qualifications. 
3-9-1-14. Committee treasurers - Appointment or 

designation. 
3-9-1-15, Committee treasurers - Filing of notice of 

appointment or designation. 
3-9·1-16,3·9-1·17. [Repealed.] 
3-9-1-18. Committee treasurers - Service on multi­

ple committees, 

SECTION. 
3-9-1-19. Removal and replacement of committee 

chairman or treasurer. 
3-9-1-20. Collection and disbursement of committee 

funds - Handling by treasurer 
required. 

3-9-1-21. Committee treasurers - Expenses and dis­
bursements subject to committee's 
authority. 

3-9-1-22. Disbursement vouchers. 
3-9-1-23. Committee treasurer's account. 
3-9-1-24. Committee treasurer - Records and files 

required. 
3-9-1-25. Solicitation and receipt of contributions by 

committeemen other than trea­
surer - Authority - Turning 
over funds - Treasurer's report. 

3-9-1-26. Receipt or disbursement of funds by com­
mitteeman other than treasurer 
- Applicability of treasurer's re­
quirements, obligations and pen­
alties. 

3-9-1-1. Applicability. - (a) Except 
as provided in subsection (b), this chapter 
applies to candidates in all elections and 
caucuses and to the following types of 
committees: 

(1) Candidate's committees. 
(2) Regular party committees. 
(3) Political action committees. 

(b) This chapter does not apply to the 
following: 

(1) Elections to local offices for which 
the compensation is less than five 
thousand dollars ($5,000) per year. 
(2) Candidates for school board office. 
(3) Elections for precinct committee­
man or delegate to a state convention. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.3-1987, § 139; 
P.L.4-1991, § 44; P.L.3-1993, § 81.] 

3-9-1-2. Committee chairman and 
treasurer - Committee expenditures. 
- Each committee must have a chairman 
and a treasurer who are ex officio mem­
bers of the committee. A person may not 
make an expenditure or accept a contribu­
tion for or on behalf of a committee with­
out the authorization of its chairman or 
treasurer. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-1-3. Statement of committee or­
ganization - Filing. - Each committee 
must file a statement of organization no 
later than noon ten (10) days after its 
organization or after it becomes a commit­
tee. Each committee in existence on July 
1, 1977, must have filed a statement of 
organization with the proper office at the 
time the state ~Iection board prescribed. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5, P.L.10-1988, § 62.] 

3-9-1-4. Statement of committee or­
ganization - Contents. - A committee 



107 CAMPAIGN ORGANIZATIONS 3-9-1-14 

must include in its statement of organiza­
tion the following: 

(1) The name and address of the com­
mittee. 
(2) The purpose for which the commit­
tee is formed. 
(3) The name and address of the 
chairman and treasurer. 
(4) If applicable, the name, address, 
office sought, and political party affili­
ation or independent status of each 
candidate whom the committee is sup­
porting. 
(5) If the committee is supporting the 
entire ticket of a political party, the 
name of the party. 
(6) If the committee is supporting or 
opposing a public question, a brief 
statement of the question supported or 
opposed. 
(7) A listing of all banks, safety de­
posit boxes, and other depositories 
used. [P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 82.] 

3-9-1-5. Principal committee name 
and officers - Designation by candi­
date. - Each candidate shall have a 
principal committee. No later than noon 
ten (10) days after becoming a candidate, 
the candidate shall file a written instru­
ment designating the name of the princi­
pal committee and the name of the chair­
man and treasurer of the committee. This 
designation may be made on the same 
instrument as the statement of organiza­
tion required from the principal commit­
tee. [P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.3-1987, § 140; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 63; P.L.8-1992, § 6.] 

3-9-1-6. Principal committee name 
and officers - Candidates failing to 
designate. - If a candidate fails to file 
the instrument required by section 5 [IC 
3-9-1-5] of this chapter, the candidate's 
principal committee is designated as "the 
(insert the name of the candidate) for ..... 
(insert the title of the office sought by the 
candidate) committee." The candidate is 
then both chairman and treasurer of the 
committee. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-1-7. Candidate as candidate's 
committee officer. - A candidate may be 
chairman, treasurer, or both chairman and 
treasurer of the candidate's committee. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-1-8. Candidate ex officio mem­
ber of candidate's committee. - A 
candidate is an ex officio member of the 
candidate's committee. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-1·9. [Repealed.] 

3-9-1-10. Statement of committee or­
ganization - Changes. - A committee 
shall report any change in information 
previously submitted in a statement of 
organization within ten (10) days follow­
ing the change. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-1-11. [Repealed.] 

3-9-1-12. Disbanding committees. -
A committee may disband at any time. 
The committee must do either of the 
following: 

(1) Give written notification of the 
dissolution and transfer a surplus of 
contributions less expenditures to any 
one (1) or a combination of the follow­
ing: 

(A) One (1) or more regular party 
committees. 
(B) One (1) or more candidate's 
committees. 
(C) The state election board. 
(D) An organization exempt from 
federal income taxation under Sec­
tion 501 of the Internal Revenue 
Code. 
(E) Contributors to the committee, 
on a pro rata basis. 

(2) Use the surplus in any other man­
ner permitted under IC 3-9-3-4. 

A dissolution and transfer of funds does 
not relieve the committee or its members 
from civil or criminal liability. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.13-1987, § 1; 
P.L.8-1992, § 7; P.L.3-1993, § 83.] 

3-9-1-13. Committee treasurers 
Qualifications. - A treasurer of a com­
mittee: 

(1) Must be a United States citizen; 
(2) May not be the chairman of a 
committee except in the case of a 
candidate under section 7 [IC 3-9-1-7] 
of this chapter; 
(3) Must be appointed treasurer in 
writing as required by section 14 [IC 
3-9-1-14] of this chapter; and 
(4) Must file the written instrument 
of appointment as required by section 
15 [IC 3-9-1-15] of this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.8-1992, § 8.] 

3-9-1-14. Committee treasurers -
Appointment or designation. - The 
chairman of a committee shall appoint or 
designate the treasurer of the committee 
in a written instrument designating the 
particular period during which the ap­
pointment or designation continues. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 
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3-9-1-15_ Committee treasurers -
Filing of notice of appointment or des­
ignation_ - The treasurer of a committee 
shall file a notice of the treasurer's written 
appointment or designation with the state 
election board or the county election board, 
as required by IC 3-9-5-2, IC 3-9-5-3, or IC 
3-9-5-4. [P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 141; P.L.1O-1988, § 64.] 

3-9-1-16, 3-9-1-17. [Repealed.] 

3-9-1-18. Committee treasurers 
Service on multiple committees. - A 
treasurer of one committee may be the 
treasurer of another committee unless the 
treasurer is a candidate. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-1-19. Removal and replacement 
of committee chairman or treasurer. -
(a) A committee may remove a person 
appointed or designated chairman or trea­
surer by the committee without assigning 
a cause. The committee may also appoint 
or designate the successor of the removed 
chairman or treasurer. 

(b) Upon removal, the treasurer shall 
immediately account for and turn over to 
the treasurer's successor in office the value 
then in the treasurer's possession. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.1O-1988, § 65; 
P.L.4-1991, § 46; P.L.3-1993, § 84.] 

3-9-1-20. Collection and disburse­
ment of committee funds - Handling 
by treasurer required. - All money or 
other property collected or received by a 
committee or by a member of it for a 
political purpose shall be paid over to and 
made to pass through the hands of the 
treasurer of the committee. Similarly, all 
money or other property must be disbursed 
by the treasurer. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-1-21. COlnmittee treasurers -
Expenses and disbursements subject 
to committee's authority. - The trea­
surer of a committee may not expend or 
disburse money or other property or incur 
any liability except by the authority and 
subject to the direction of the committee 
for which the treasurer is acting. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-1-22. Disbursement vouchers.­
Disbursements may be made by a voucher 
drawn by the chairman of a committee on 
the treasurer and presented to the trea­
surer for payment. The voucher must show 
th~ specific purpose for which the money is 
bemg expended. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-1-23. Committee treasurer's ac­
count. - The treasurer of a committee 

shall keep a detailed and exact account of 
the following: 

(1) All contributions accepted by the 
committee. 
(2) The full name and mailing address 
of each person making an aggregate 
contribution of more than twenty-five 
dollars ($25), including the date and 
amount of the contribution. 
(3) All expenditures made by or on 
behalf of the committee. 
(4) The full name, mailing address, 
occupation, and the principal place of 
business, if any, of each person to 
whom an expenditure is made within 
the year in an aggregate amount of 
more than one hundred dollars ($100), 
including the date and amount of the 
expenditure. 
(5) The name, address, and office 
sought by each candidate for whom 
any expenditure was made or a state­
ment identifying the public question 
for which any expenditure was made, 
including the date and amount of the 
expenditure. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-1-24. Committee treasurer 
Records and files required. - (a) The 
treasurer of a committee shall obtain and 
keep receipted bills, cancelled checks, or 
other proof of payment, stating the partic­
ulars for each expenditure made by or on 
behalf of a committee: 

(1) Of more than twenty-five dollars 
($25); and 
(2) For a smaller amount, if the ag­
gregate amount of the expenditures to 
the same person during a year exceeds 
twenty-five dollars ($25). 

(b) The treasurer shall preserve all re­
ceipted bills and accounts required to be 
kept by this section for: 

(1) Three (3) years; or 
(2) One (1) year after the date of 
dissolution of the committee; 

whichever occurs first. [P.L.5-1986, § 5; 
P.L.3-1987, § 142.] 

3-9-1-25. Solicitation and receipt of 
contributions by committeemen other 
than treasurer - Authority - Turning 
over funds - Treasurer's report. - A 
member of a committee that has appointed 
a treasurer in accordance with this chapter 
may solicit or receive contributions as long 
as the member immediately turns over the 
contributions without diminution to the 
treasurer of the committee, to be disbursed 
and accounted for by the treasurer as 
provided by this article. The treasurer 
shall show, in the treasurer's account and 
statement and in addition to the require­
ments of IC 3-9-5, through what member 
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of the committee any contributions were 
received. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-1-26. Receipt or disbursement of 
funds by committeeman other than 
treasurer - Applicability of trea­
surer's requirements, obligations and 
penalties. - A person, except a person 
authorized by the treasurer of a committee 
and a member of a committee, who re­
ceives or disburses money for a political 
purpose is subject to all the requirements, 
obligations, and penalties to which the 
treasurer of a committee is subject. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

CHAPTER 2 

CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS 

SECTION. 

3·9-2-1. Applicability. 
3-9-2-2. Contributions by candidates. 
3-9-2-3. Contributions by corporations and labor 

organizations permitted. 
3-9-2-4. Contributions by corporations and labor 

organizations Maximum 
amounts. 

3-9-2-5. Contributions by corporations and labor 
organizations to committees. 

3-9-2-6. Contributions by corporations and labor 
organizations - Exemptions to 
statutory provisions. 

3-9-2-7. Legal expenses of election contests. 
3·9-2-8. Central committees - Receipt of contribu­

tions from national committees. 
3-9-2-9. Contributions to be transferred to trea­

surers - Commingling of funds. 
3-9-2-10. Paid political solicitation notice. 

3-9-2-1. Applicability. - (a) Except 
as provided in subsections (b) and (c), this 
chapter applies to candidates in all elec­
tions and caucuses and to the following 
types of committees: 

(1) Candidate's committees. 
(2) Regular party committees. 
(3) Political action committees. 

(b) This chapter does not apply to elec-
tions: 

(1) To local offices for which the com­
pensation is less than five thousand 
dollars ($5,000) per year; or 
(2) For precinct committeeman or del­
egate to a state convention. 

(c) Sections 8 and 9 [IC 3-9-2-8 and IC 
3-9-2-9] of this chapter do not apply to 
candidates for school board offices. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.3-1987, § 143; 
P.L.3-1993, § 85.] 

3-9-2-2. Contributions by candi­
dates. - Except as otherwise provided in 
this article, a candidate may make a 
voluntary payment of money to a treasurer 

of a committee for a purpose permitted by 
this article. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-2-3. Contributions by corpora­
tions and labor organizations permit­
ted. - (a) Notwithstanding IC 23-15-5 or 
any other statute, a corporation or labor 
organization may make a contribution to 
aid in the: 

(1) Election or defeat of a candidate; 
or 
(2) The success or defeat of: 

(A) A political party; or 
(B) A public question submitted to 
a vote in an election. 

(b) Contributions by a corporation or 
labor organization are limited to those 
authorized by sections 4, 5, and 6 [IC 
3-9-2-4, 3-9-2-5, and 3-9-2-6] of this chap­
ter. [P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.1l-1987, § 3; 
P.L.7-1990, § 29; P.L.14-1992, § 1.] 

3-9-2-4. Contributions by corpora­
tions and labor organizations - Maxi­
mum amounts. - During the year a 
corporation or labor organization may not 
make total contributions in excess of: 

(1) An aggregate of five thousand 
dollars ($5,000) apportioned in any 
manner among all candidates for state 
offices (including a judge of the court 
of appeals whose retention in office is 
voted on by a district that does not 
include all of Indiana); 
(2) An aggregate of five thousand 
dollars ($5,000) apportioned in any 
manner among all state committees of 
political parties; 
(3) An aggregate of two thousand dol­
lars ($2,000) apportioned in any man­
ner among all candidates for the sen­
ate of the general assembly; 
(4) An aggregate of two thousand dol­
lars ($2,000) apportioned in any man­
ner among all candidates for the house 
of representatives of the general as­
sembly; 
(5) An aggregate of two thousand dol­
lars ($2,000) apportioned in any man­
ner among regular party committees 
organized by a legislative caucus of 
the senate of the general assembly; 
(6) An aggregate of two thousand dol­
lars ($2,000) apportioned in any man­
ner among regular party committees 
organized by a legislative caucus of 
the house of representatives of the 
general assembly; 
(7) An aggregate of two thousand dol­
lars ($2,000) apportioned in any man­
ner among all candidates for school 
board offices and local offices; and 
(8) An aggregate of two thousand dol­
lars ($2,000) apportioned in any man-
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ner among all central committees 
other than state committees. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.3-1987, § 144; 
P.L.10-1988, § 66.] 

3-9-2-5. Contributions by corpora­
tions and labor organizations to com­
mittees. - A contribution: 

(1) Authorized under section 4 [IC 
3-9-2-4] of this chapter; 
(2) To a committee by a corporation or 
labor organization; and 
(3) Designated by that corporation or 
labor organization for disbursement to 
a specific candidate, central commit­
tee, or other regular party committee; 

is subject to the limitations in section 4 of 
this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 5; 
P.L.10-1988, § 67.] 

3-9-2-6. Contributions by corpora­
tions and labor organizations - Ex­
emptions to statutory provisions. -
Sections 4 and 5 [IC 3-9-2-4 and IC 3-9-2-5] 
of this chapter do not apply to the follow­
ing: 

(1) Nonpartisan registration and get­
out-the-vote campaigns: 

(A) By a corporation aimed at its 
stockholders and employees; or 
(B) By a trade association or labor 
organization aimed at its members. 

(2) A contribution or transfer by an 
incorporated nonpartisan political ac­
tion committee to any other commit­
tee. 
(3) A contribution supporting or op­
posing the approval of a public ques­
tion submitted to the electorate of the 
entire· state or a local public question. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.7-1990, § 30.] 

3-9-2-7 .. Legal expenses of election 
contests. - This article does not limit or 
affect the right of a person to expend 
money for proper legal expenses in main­
taining or contesting the result of an 
election. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-2-8. Central committees - Re­
ceipt of contributions from national 
committees. - A central committee may 
accept contributions from the national 
committee or the national congressional 
committee of a political party to be ex­
pended for purposes authorized by this 
article. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-2-9. Contributions to be trans­
ferred to treasurers - Commingling of 
funds. - (a) Each person who accepts a 
contribution for a committee shall, on 
demand of the treasurer of the committee, 
and in any case within thirty (30) days 

after receipt of the contribution, transfer 
to the treasurer the actual contribution if 
it is money or a detailed account if it is 
other than money. 

(b) The transfer must include the actual 
monetary value, the name and the address 
of the person making the contribution, and 
the date on which received. 

(c) This subsection applies to a commit­
tee that accepts contributions or makes 
expenditures in an aggregate amount of 
more than two hundred dollars ($200) in a 
year. All funds of a committee must be 
segregated from, and may not be commin­
gled with, the personal funds of officers, 
members, or associates of the committee. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.7-1990, § 31.] 

3-9-2-10. Paid political solicitation 
notice. - An individual, an organization, 
or a committee shall include in all litera­
ture and advertisements soliciting contri­
butions: 

(1) The notice required under IC 
3-9-3-2; and 
(2) Any notice required under Section 
6113 of the Internal Revenue Code. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.1O-1988, § 68; 
P.L.5-1989, § 29.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 3 
CAMPAIGN EXPENSES 

3-9-3-1. Applicability. 
3-9-3-2. Paid political advertisement notice. 
3-9-3-3. Contributions of political literature. 
3-9-3-4. Use of money received as contribution. 

3-9-3-1. Applicability. - (a) Except 
as provided in subsection (b), this chapter 
applies to candidates in all elections and 
caucuses and to the following types of 
committees: 

(1) Candidate's committees. 
(2) Regular party committees. 
(3) Political action committees. 

(b) Section 4 [IC 3-9-3-4] of this chapter 
does not apply to candidates for federal 
office. [P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.3-1987, § 145; 
P.LA-1991, § 47; P.L.3-1993, § 86.] 

3-9·3-2. Paid political advertise­
ment notice. - (a) Except as provided in 
subsection (c), this section applies to an 
individual, an organization, or a commit­
tee that purchases advertisement time or 
space or circulates or publishes material in 
support of or in opposition to: 

(1) A candidate; 
(2) More than one (1) candidate; or 
(3) A public question. 

(b) The individual, organization, or com­
mittee ·shall include in the advertisement 
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or material the following statement or the 
equivalent: 

"Paid for by (insert 
the name of the individual who paid 
for the advertisement and, if the ad­
vertisement is paid for by an organiza­
tion or a committee, include the name 
of the chairman or treasurer of the 
organization or committee) and (if 
presented in support of a candidate or 
more than one (1) candidate) pre­
sented (insert either 
"with" or ~'without") the approval of 
_...,-__ --:".,-_ (insert the name of 
each candidate), candidate for 
_______ (the office or offices 
for which each candidate is run­
ning),". 

(c) This section does not apply to busi­
ness cards, tickets, bumper stickers, cam­
paign buttons, pens, pencils, or other cam­
paign items where identification is im­
practical because of the size or shape of the 
item. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.1O-1988, § 69; 
P.L.5-1989, § 30; P.L.4-1991, § 48.] 

3-9-3-3. Contributions of political 
literature. - (a) A person who may con­
tribute money or property to a committee 
for political purposes may contribute liter­
ature containing political matter to a 
committee. The committee may distribute 
the literature to voters without placing a 
statement on them that the literature is 
circulated by the committee. However, a 
committee must place a statement on 
printed material that it prints or publishes 
that the material is circulated by its 
authority. 

(b) The treasurer of a committee who 
receives such literature shall include in 
the report and statement required to be 
filed a list of the material with the name 
and residence of the person donating the 
material. [P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.5-1989, 
§ 31.] 

3-9-3-4. Use of money received as 
contribution. - (a) Money received by a 
candidate or candidate's committee as a 
contribution may be used only: 

(1) To defray any expense reasonably 
related to the person's: 

(A) Campaign for federal, state, leg­
islative, or local office; 
(B) Continuing political activity; or 
(C) Activity related to service in an 
elected office; 

(2) To make an expenditure to any 
national, state, or local committee of 
any political party or another candi­
date's committee; or 

(3) Upon dissolution of a committee, 
in a manner permitted under IC 
3-9-1-12. 

(b) Money received by a candidate or 
candidate's committee as a contribution 
may not be used for primarily personal 
purposes by the candidate or by any other 
person except as described in subsection 
(a). [P.L.13-1987, § 2; P.L.3-1993, § 87.] 

CHAPTER 4 

ADMINISTRATION BY ELECTION BOARDS 

SECTION. 
3-9-4-1. Applicability. 
3-9-4-2. Report and statement forms. 
3-9-4-3. Manual of recommended bookkeeping and 

reporting methods. 
3-9-4-4. Filing, coding and cross-indexing system. 
3-9-4-5. Reports and statements - Public inspec­

tion - Copying - Use of infor­
mation. 

3-9-4-6. Reports and statements - Retention. 
3-9-4-7. List of statements. 
3-9-4-8. Annual report of candidate contrihutions 

and expenditures. 
3-9-4-9. Annual compilations of state, legislative 

and local expenditures and contri­
butions. 

3·9-4·10. Reports comparing contributions and ex­
penditures with prior elections. 

3-9-4-11. Other report.s. 
3-9·4-12. Reports, statistics and summaries - Avail· 

ability for dissemination. 
3·9·4·13. Audits and field investigations. 
3·9·4·14. Failure to file reports and defective reports. 
3·9-4-15. Hearings and investigations. 
3·9-4-16. Failure to file annual reports - Penalty -

Collection of civil penalties -
Reversion of funds. 

3·9-4-17. Failure to file annual report - Collection of 
civil penalties - Reversion of 
funds. 

3-9-4-18. Filing of delinquent report. 

3-9-4-1. Applicability.·- (a) Except 
as provided in subsection (b), this chapter 
applies to candidates in all elections and 
caucuses and to the following types of 
committees: 

(1) Candidate's 'committees. 
(2) Regular party committees. 
(3) Political action committees. 

(b) This chapter does not apply to elec-
tions: 

(1) To local offices for which the com­
pensation is less than five thousand 
dollars ($5,000) per year; or 
(2) For precinct committeeman or del­
egate to a state convention. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.3-1987, § 146; 
P.L.3-1993, § 88.] 

3-9-4-2. Report and statement 
forms. - The state election board shall 
develop and furnish prescribed forms for 
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making the reports 
quired to be filed 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

and statements re­
under this article. 

3-9-4-3. Manual of recommended 
bookkeeping and reporting methods. 
- The state election board shall prepare, 
publish, and furnish to candidates and all 
interested persons on request a manual 
setting forth recommended uniform 
methods of bookkeeping and reporting and 
shall summarize all the requirements of 
this article. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-4-4. Filing, coding and cross-in­
dexing system. - The state election 
board shaH develop a filing, coding, and 
cross-indexing system consistent with the 
purposes of this article. The state election 
board and each county election board shall 
use the filing, coding, and cross-indexing 
system. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-4-5. Reports and statements 
Public inspection - Copying - Use of 
information. - (a) The state election 
board and each county election board shall 
make the reports and statements filed 
with them available for public inspection 
and copying, commencing as soon as prac­
ticable but not later than the end of the 
second business day following the day 
during which they were received. The 
boards shall also permit copying of a 
report or statement by hand or by dupli­
cating machine, as requested, at the ex­
pense of the person and subject to IC 
5-14-3-8. 

(b) A person may not sell information 
copied from reports and statements under 
subsection (a) or use it for a commercial 
purpose. However, this restriction does not 
apply to a newspaper, magazine, book, or 
other communication with a principal pur­
pose other than communicating contribu­
tor information: 

(1) To solicit contributions; or 
(2) For other commercial purposes. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.1O-1988, § 70; 
P.L.8-1992, § 9.] 

3-9-4-6. Reports and statements -
Retention. - The state election board and 
each county election board shall preserve 
reports and statements for a period of 
three (3) years from December 1 following 
the election to which they pertain, unless 
the records are in litigation. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 5.] 

3-9-4-7. List of statements. - The 
state election board and each county elec­
tion board shall compile and maintain a 
current list of all statements or parts of 

statements pertaining to each 
committee, and public 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

candidate, 
question. 

3·9·4·8. Annual report of candidate 
contributions and expenditures. - (a) 
The state election board shall prepare and 
make available to the public an annual 
report including compilations of total reo 
ported contributions and expenditures for 
all candidates, committees, and other per­
sons during the year. 

(b) Each county election board may pre­
pare an annual report that includes compi­
lations of total reported contributions and 
expenditures for all candidates, commit­
tees, and other persons within the county 
during the year. [P.L.5-1986, § 5; 
P.L.3-1987, § 147.] 

3·9·4·9. Annual compilations of 
state, legislative and local expendi· 
tures and contributions. - The state 
election board and each county election 
board may prepare and publish annual 
compilations of: 

(1) Total amounts expended according 
to categories it determines and broken 
down into candidate, party, and politi­
cal action expenditures on the state, 
legislative, and local levels; 
(2) Total amounts expended for influ­
encing nominations and elections 
stated separately; and 
(3) Total amounts contributed accord­
ing to categories of amounts it deter­
mines and broken down into contribu­
tions on the state, legislative, and 
local levels for candidates and com­
mittees. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3·9-4·10. Reports comparing contri· 
butions and expenditures witb prior 
elections. - The state election board and 
each county election board may prepare 
and publish special reports from time to 
. time comparing the various totals and 
categories of contributions and expendi­
tures made with respect to previous elec­
tions. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3·9·4·11. Other reports. - The state 
election board and each county election 
board may prepare and publish other reo 
ports they consider appropriate. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3·9-4·12. Reports, statistics and 
summaries - Availability for dissemi· 
nation. - The state election board and 
each county election board shall make 
available for dissemination the statistics, 
summaries, and reports prepared under 
this article. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 
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3·9·4·13. Audits and field investiga· 
tions. - The state election board and each 
county election board shall make audits 
and field investigations from time to time 
with respect to reports and statements 
filed under this article and with respect to 
an alleged failure to file a report or 
statement required under this article. The 
state election board may request the state 
board of accounts to assist in the perfor. 
mance of audits it considers necessary, and 
the state board of accounts may perform 
the audits that are requested. [P.L.5·1986, 
§ 5.] 

3·9·4·14. Failure to file reports and 
defective reports. - The state election 
board and each county election board 
shall: 

(1) Ascertain whether candidates, 
committees, or other persons have 
failed to file reports or have filed 
defective reports; 
(2) Give notice to delinquents to file a 
report or to make a supplemental 
report correcting all defects within 
five (5) calendar days of receipt of 
notice; and 
(3) Make available for public inspec· 
tion a list of delinquents. 

[P.L.5·1986, § 5.] 

3·9·4·15. Hearings and investiga· 
tions. - A member of the state election 
board, the executive director of the state 
election board, or a member of a county 
election board may conduct a hearing or 
investigation, take evidence, and report 
back to the respective board for its consid· 
eration and action. [P.L.5·1986, § 5.] 

3·9·4·16. Failure to file annual reo 
ports - Penalty - Collection of civil 
penalties - Reversion of funds. - (a) 
In addition to any other penalty imposed, a 
person who fails to file an annual report 
required under IC 3·9·5·10 with the state 
election board is subject to a civil penalty 
under this section. 

(b) If the state election board deter· 
mines that a person failed to file the report 
required under IC 3·9·5·10 not more than 
ten (10) days after being given notice 
under section 14 [IC 3·9·4·14] of this 
chapter, the state election board may as· 
sess a civil penalty. The penalty is ten 
dollars ($10) for each day the report is late, 
not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100). 

(c) All civil penalties collected under 
this section shall be deposited with the 
treasurer of state to be deposited by the 
treasurer of state in a separate account to 
be known as the campaign finance enforce· 
ment account. The funds in the account 

are available, with the approval of the 
budget agency, to augment and supple. 
ment the funds appropriated for the ad· 
ministration of this article. 

(d) Money in the campaign finance en· 
forcement account does not revert to the 
state general fund at the end of a state 
fiscal year. 

(e) Proceedings of the state election 
board under this section are subject to Ie 
4·21.5. [P.L.3·1993, § 89.) 

3·9·4·17. Failure to file annual reo 
port - Collection of civil penalties -
Reversion of funds. - (a) In addition to 
any other penalty imposed, a person who 
falls to file an annual report required 
under IC 3·9·5·10 with a county election 
board is subject to a civil penalty under 
this section. 

(b) If the county election board deter· 
mines that a person failed to file the report 
required under IC 3·9·5·10 not more than 
ten (10) days after being given notice 
under section 14 [IC 3·9·4·14) of this 
chapter, the county election board may 
assess a civil penalty. The penalty is ten 
dollars ($10) for each day the report is late, 
not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100). 

(c) All civil penalties collected under 
this section shall be deposited with the 
county treasurer to be deposited by the 
county treasurer in a separate account to 
be known as the campaign finance enforce· 
ment account. The funds in the account 
are available, with the approval of the 
county fiscal body, to augment and supple· 
ment the funds appropriated for the ad· 
ministration of this article. 

(d) Money in the campaign finance en· 
forcement account does not revert to the 
county general fund at the end of a county 
fiscal year. 

(e) Proceedings of the county election 
board under this section are subject to IC 
4·21.5. [P.L.3·1993, § 90.] 

3·9·4·18. Filing of delinquent reo 
port. - (a) As used in this section, "delin· 
quent report" refers to a campaign finance 
report: . 

(1) That was required to be filed un· 
der IC 3·9·5·10 but was not filed; and 
(2) For which a person was assessed a 
civil penalty under section 16 or 17 
[IC 3·9·4·16 or IC 3·9·4·17] of this 
chapter. 

(b) As used in this section, "election 
board" refers to the following: 

(1) The state election board if a civil 
penalty was assessed under section 16 
of this chapter. 
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(2) The county election board if a civil 
penal ty was assessed under section 17 
of this chapter. 

(c) As used in this section, "person" 
refers to a person who: 

(1) Has been assessed a civil penalty 
under section 16 or 17 of this chapter; 
and 
(2) Has filed a declaration of candi­
dacy, a petition of nomination, or a 
declaration of intent to be a write-in 
candidate in a subsequent election. 

(d) A person who files a delinquent 
report from a previous candidacy: 

(1) Before filing a report required 
under IC 3-9-5-6; or 
(2) At the same time the person files 
the report required under IC 3-9-5-6; 

for a subsequent candidacy is relieved 
from further civil liability under this chap­
ter for the delinquent report. 

(e) In addition to any civil penalties 
assessed under section 16 or 17 of this 
chapter, the election board may assess a 
civil penalty of one thousand dollars 
($1,000) against a person who the election 
board determines has failed to file a delin­
quent report by the twenty-fifth day before 
the election in which the person next 
becomes a candidate. 

(I) This subsection applies to a person 
who: 

(1) Is assessed a civil penalty under 
subsection (e); and 
(2) Is elected to office in the subse­
quent election. 

The election board may order the auditor 
of state or the fiscal officer of the political 
subdivision responsible for issuing the 
person's payment for serving in office to 
withhold from the person's paycheck the 
amount of the civil penalty assessed under 
subsection (e). If the amount of the pay­
check is less than the amount of the civil 
penalty, the auditor shall continue with­
holding money from the person's paycheck 
until an amount equal to the amount of 
the civil penalty has been withheld. 

(g) The auditor of state or fiscal officer 
shall deposit an amount withheld under 
this section in the election board's cam­
paign finance enforcement account. 

(h) Proceedings of the election board 
under this section are subject to IC 4-21.5. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 91.] 

CHAPTER 5 

REPORTS REQUIRED OF CANDIDATES AND 
COMMITTEES 

SECTION. 

3·9-5-1. Applicability. 

SECTION. 

3-9-5-2. Candidates and committees required to file 
documents with state election 
board. 

3-9-5-3. Filing of documents by legislative office 
candidate and his committee. 

3-9-5-4. Candidates and committees required to file 
documents with county election 
boards. 

3-9-5-5. Reports of receipts and expenditures. 
3-9-5-6. When reports must be completed. 
3-9-5-7. Time for mailing or delivering reports. 
3-9-5·8. Time for mailing or delivering reports -

Candidates nominated after dead­
line in Ie 3-9-5-7. 

3-9-5-9. Candidates not appearing on ballots or 
seeking nomination during year 
- Report required. 

3-9-5-10. Annual committee reports. 
3-9-5-11. Disbanding committee reports. 
3-9-5-12. Change of treasurer reports. 
3-9-5-13. Use of federal election reports. 
3-9-5-14. Committee's treasurer reports. 
3-9-5-15. Contributions and expenditures for candi­

date by other than candidate's 
committee. 

3-9-5-16. Reports cumulative - Reports of no contri-
butions or expenditures. 

3-9-5-17. [Repealed.l 
3-9-5-18. Candidate's statement. 
3-9-5-19. Certificates of filing. 

3-9-5-1. Applicability. - (a) Except 
as provided in subsection (b), this chapter 
applies to candidates in all elections and 
caucuses and to the following types of 
committees: 

(1) Candidate's committees. 
(2) Regular party committees. 
(3) Political action committees. 

(b) This chapter does not apply to the 
following: 

(1) Elections to local offices for which 
the compensation is less than five 
thousand dollars ($5,000) per year. 
(2) Candidates for school board offiee. 
(3) Elections for precinct committee­
man or delegate to a state convention. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.3-1987, § 148; 
P.L.4-1991, § 49.] 

3-9-5-2. Candidates and committees 
required to file documents with state 
election board. - The following persons, 
whenever required to file a report, notice, 
or other instrument by this article, shall 
file it with the state election board: 

(1) Candidates for state office and 
their candidate's committees. 
(2) The following central committees: 
state committees and congressional 
district· committees. 
(3) Other regular party committees 
that propose to influence the election 
of a candidate for state or legislative 
office or the outcome of a public ques-
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tion for or against which the elector­
ate of the whole state may vote. 
(4) Political action committees that 
propose to influence the election of a 
candidate for state or legislative office 
or the outcome of a public question for 
or against which the electorate of the 
whole state may vote. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 5; P.L.8-1992, § 10.] 

3-9-5-3. Filing of documents by leg­
islative office candidate and his com­
mittee. - A candidate for legislative office 
and the candidate's committee shall file 
each report, notice, or other instrument 
required by this article with the state 
election board. The candidate and commit­
tee shall also file a duplicate copy with the 
county election board of the county in 
which the candidate resides. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 5.] 

3-9-5-4. Candidates and committees 
required to file documents with county 
election boards. - The following per­
sons, whenever required to file a report, 
notice, or other instrument by this article, 
shall file it with the county election board 
of each county comprising part of the 
affected election district: 

(1) Candidates for local office and 
their candidate's committees. 
(2) Regular party committees that are 
not required to file with the state 
election board. 
(3) Political action committees that 
are not required to file with the state 
election board. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-5-5. Reports of receipts and ex­
penditures. - The treasurer of each 
committee shall file reports of receipts and 
expenditures on forms prescribed or ap­
proved by the state election board. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-5-6. When reports must be com­
pleted. - Except as otherwise provided in 
this chapter, each committee, its trea­
surer, and each candidate shall complete a 
report required by this chapter twenty-five 
(25) days before an election. However, in 
lieu of this requirement for primary elec­
tions, candidates for an office for which the 
nominees are selected in a state conven­
tion shall complete a report required by 
this chapter twenty-five (25) days before 
the state convention. [P.L.5-1986, § 5; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 71.] 

3-9-5-7. Time for mailing or deliver­
ing reports. - Persons may hand deliver 
or mail ·reports to the appropriate office. 
Hand delivered reports must be received 

by the appropriate office during regular 
office hours not later than noon eleven (11) 
days before an election or convention. 
Reports that are mailed must be post­
marked not later than noon fourteen (14) 
days before an election or convention. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.3-1987, § 149.] 

3-9-5-8. Time for mailing or deliver­
ing reports - Candidates nominated 
after deadline in IC 3-9-5-7. - A candi­
date in a state convention who: 

(1) Becomes a candidate after the fil­
ing deadline specified in section 7 IIC 
3-9-5-7] of this chapter; and 
(2) Does not file the required report in 
accordance with section 7 of this chap­
ter 

shall die the report no later than noon 
twenty (20) days after the state conven­
tion. [P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.1O-1988, § 72.] 

3-9-5-9. Candidates not appearing 
on ballots or seeking nomination dur­
ing year - Report required. - (a) 
Except as provided in subsection (b), in a 
year in which a candidate does not appear 
on an election ballot for an office to which 
this article applies or does not seek nomi­
nation at a caucus or state convention for 
election to an office to which this article 
applies, the treasurer of the candidate's 
committee shall file only the rer0rt re­
quired by section 10 [IC 3-9-5-10 of this 
chapter. 

(b) This subsection applies to a candi­
date who holds one (1) office and is a 
candidate for a different office. The trea­
surer of the candidate's committee for the 
office the candidate holds shall file the 
following reports: 

(1) If the committee spends, transfers 
in, or transfers out at least ten thou­
sand dollars ($10,000) from January 1 
until twenty-five (25) days before the 
primary election, the treasurer shall 
file a pre-primary report under section 
6 [IC 3-9-5-6] of this chapter. 
(2) If the committee spends, transfers 
in, or transfers out at least ten thou­
sand dollars ($10,000) from twenty­
five (25) days before the primary elec­
tion until twenty-five (25) days before 
the general election, the treasurer 
shall file a pre-general election report 
under section 6 of this chapter. 
(3) The report required under section 
10 of this chapter. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.1O-1992, § 15.] 

3-9-5-10. Annual committee reports. 
- The treasurer of each committee shall 
file a report each year that is complete as 
of December 31 of the previous year and 
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covers the period since the last report. This 
annual report is due by noon: 

(1) January 15, in the case of a candi­
date's committee or political action 
committee; or 
(2) March 1, in the case of a regular 
party committee. 

[P.L.5-I986, § 5; P.L.1O-I988, § 73.] 

3-9-5-11. Disbanding committee re­
ports. - No later than noon thirty (30) 
days after the date a committee disbands, 
the last person to be treasurer of the 
committee shall file a final report that is 
complete as of the last day the committee 
existed and covers the period since the last 
report. [P.L.5-I986, § 5; P.L.IO-I988, 
§ 74.] 

3-9·5-12. Change of treasurer re­
ports. - No later than noon thirty (30) 
days after the date a treasurer of a contin­
uing committee leaves office, the outgoing 
treasurer shall file a final report that is 
complete as of the last day the person was 
treasurer and covers the period since the 
last report. [P.L.5-I986, § 5; P.L.IO-I988, 
§ 75.] 

3-9-5-13. Use of federal election re­
ports. - A person may file duplicates of 
the reports required to be filed under the 
Federal Election Campaign Act (2 U.S.C. 
431 et seq.) to comply with this chapter. 
Such a duplicate must cover all activity of 
the committee, and the committee shall 
file a supplementary report as directed by 
the state election board to provide infor­
mation required by this article but not 
included in the federal report. Each candi­
date for United States Senator or Repre­
sentative and the treasurer of the candi­
date's committee may file with the state 
election board duplicates of the reports 
required by federal law. [P.L.5-I986, § 5.] 

3-9-5-14. Committee's treasurer re­
ports. - The report of each committee's 
treasurer must disclose the following: 

(1) The amount of cash on hand at the 
beginning of the reporting period. 
(2) The total sum of individual contri­
butions, including transfers-in, ac­
cepted by the committee during its 
reporting period. 
(3) The full name and mailing address 
of each person who has made one (1) or 
more contributions within the year in 
an aggregate amount that: 

(A) Exceeds one hundred dollars 
($100), in the case of a candidate's 
committee or political action com­
mittee; or 

(B) Exceeds two hundred dollars 
($200), in the case of a regular party 
committee; 

in actual value to or for the commit­
tee, including the purchase of tickets 
for events such as dinners, luncheons, 
rallies, and similar fundraising 
events, together with the date and 
amount of the contributions. 
(4) The name and address of each 
committee from which the reporting 
committee received, or to which that 
committee made, a transfer of funds, 
together with the amounts and dates 
of all transfers. 
(5) Each loan to or from a person 
within the reporting period together 
with: 

(A) The full names and mailing 
addresses of the lender and en­
dorsers, if any; and 
(B) The date and amount of the 
loans. 

(6) The total sum of all receipts of the 
committee during the reporting pe­
riod. 
(7) The full name, mailing address, 
occupation, and principal place of 
business, if any, of each person other 
than a committee to whom an expen­
diture was made by the committee or 
on behalf of the committee within the 
year in an aggregate amount that: 

(A) Exceeds one hundred dollars 
($100), in the case of a candidate's 
committee or political action com­
mittee; or 
(B) Exceeds two hundred dollars 
($200), in the case of a regular party 
committee. 

(8) The name, address, and office 
sought by each candidate for whom 
any expenditure was made or a state­
ment identifying the public question 
for which any expenditure was made, 
including the amount, date, and pur­
pose of each expenditure. 
(9) The full name, mailing address, 
occupation, and principal place of 
business, if any, of each person to 
whom an expenditure for personal 
services, salaries, or reimbursed ex­
penses was made within the year in 
an aggregate amount that: 

(A) Exceeds one hundred dollars 
($100), in the case of a candidate's 
committee or political action com­
mittee; or 
(B) Exceeds two hundred dollars 
($200), in the case of a regular party 
committee; 

and that is not otherwise reported, 
including the amount, date, and pur­
pose of the expenditure. 
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(10) The total sum of expenditures 
made by the committee during the 
reporting period. 
(11) The amount and nature of debts 
and obligations owed by or to the 
committee, in the form that the state 
election board prescribes, and a con­
tinuous reporting of the debts and 
obligations after the election at the 
times that the board requires until the 
debts and obligations are extin­
guished. [P.L.5-1986, § 5; P.L.5-1989, 
§ 32, P.L.7-1990, § 32, P.L.8-1992, 
§ 11.] 

3-9-5-15. Contributions and expen­
ditures for candidate by other than 
candidate's committee. - Notice of con­
tributions received and expenditures made 
on behalf of a candidate by a committee 
other than the candidate's committee must 
be given to the candidate's committee as 
prescribed by the state election board. The 
amount of contributions and expenditures 
must be entered in the candidate's commit­
tee record books and reported in summary 
form as prescribed by the board. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-5-16. Reports cumulative - Re­
ports of no contributions or expendi­
tures. - The reports required to be filed 
by this chapter are cumulative during the 
year. If no contributions or expenditures 
have been accepted or made during a year; 
the treasurer of a committee or a candi­
date shall file a statement to that effect. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

3-9-5-17. [Repealed. 1 

3-9-5-18. Candidate's statement. -
Each candidate shall file a statement that 
the candidate has turned over all contribu­
tions received by the candidate to the 
treasurer of the candidate's principal com­
mittee and that to the best of the candi­
date's knowledge and belief the reports of 
the candidate's committee are complete 
and accurate. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.1 

3-9-5-19. Certificates of filing. -
Upon the filing of a candidate's statement 
and the report of the treasurer of the 
candidate's committee, the election board 
with whom it is filed shall issue to' the 
candidate a certificate showing the filing 
of the statement and report and the dates 
of the filing. The candidate shall present 
the certificate to the public official autho­
rized to issue the candidate's commission. 
The certificate is the only evidence of 
filing the statement that may be required 

by the public official authorized to issue 
the commission. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.] 

CHAPTER 6 
SCHOOL DISTRICT ELECTION CAMPAIGNS 

SECTION. 
3-9·6·!, Applicability. 
3-9-6-2. Petition of nomination. 
3-9-6-3. Campaign financial statements - Filing­

Form. 
3-9-6-4. Campaign financial statements - Con­

tents. 
3-9-6-5. Campaign treasurers. 

3-9-6-1. Applicability. - This chapter 
applies to candidates for school board 
offices. [P.L.5-1986, § 5.1 

3-9-6-2. Petition of nomination. - A 
candidate must file a petition of nomina­
tion as required under IC 20-3 or IC 20-4 
concerning school district elections. The 
petition of nomination, once filed, serves 
as the candidate's formal declaration of 
candidacy for a school board office. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 5.1 . 

3-9-6-3. Campaign financial state­
ments - Filing - Form. - Not later 
than noon twenty-five (25) days before and 
noon forty-five (45) days after a school 
district election in which a ca.ndidate par­
ticipates, the candidate shall file a full, 
detailed campaign financial statement 
with the circuit court clerk in the county 
in which the candidate resides. The reports 
must be filed on forms prescribed by the 
state election board. [P.L.5-1986, § 5; 
P.L.10-1988, § 76.1 

3-9-6-4. Campaign financial state­
ments - Contents. - Each financial 
statement must include the following: 

(1) The nature, amount, and date of 
all contributions made to the candi­
date or to a person in the candidate's 
behalf and the names of the contribu­
tors. 
(2) The nature, amount, and date of 
all expenditures made by the candi­
date or by a person in the candidate's 
behalf and the names of all of the 
payees. 
(3) The nature, amount, and date of 
all unpaid debts and obligations of the 
candidate and the names of the per­
sons to whom the debts are owed. 
(4) If no debts remain, a statement 
that the candidate has no remaining 
campaign debts. 
(5) An affirmative statement of the 
candidate, signed by the candidate, 
acknowledging that the candidate has 
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reviewed the contents of the campaign 
financial statement and that, to the 
best of the candidate's knowledge, it is 
accurate. [P.L.5·1986, § 5.] 

3·9·6·5. Campaign treasurers. 
Each candidate or person to whom the 
candidate delegates the responsibility of 
campaign treasurer may serve without 
bond and shall keep detailed, accurate 
accounts of all campaign contributions, 
expenditures, debts, and obligations of the 
candidate for one (1) year after the date of 
the election. [P.L.5·1986, § 5.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 7 
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

3-9-7-1. Auxiliary party organizations exempt from 
article. 

3-9-7-2. Statements of individuals expending funds 
to influence elections. 

3-9-7-3. Contributors not making expenditures ex­
empt from Ie 3-9-7-2. 

3·9·7·1. Auxiliary party organiza. 
tions exempt from article. - A partisan 
organization that fails to meet the require· 
ments of IC 3·5·2·42 for a regular party 
committee is considered an auxiliary party 
organization and is exempt from the other 
provisions of this article. [P.L.5·1986, § 5.] 

3·9·7·2. Statements of individuals 
expending funds to influence elections. 

. - An individual who makes an expendi· 
ture to influence an election within a year 
shall file with the state election board a 
statement containing the information reo 
quired by IC 3·9·5. Statements required by 
this section are due on the same dates on 
which reports by political action commit· 
tees are due. [P.L.5·1986, § 5.] 

3·9·7·3. Contributors not making 
expenditures exempt from IC 3·9·7·2. 
- An individual who makes a contribu· 
tion to a candidate or committee but does 
not make an expenditure is not subject to 
section 2 [IC 3·9·7·2] of this chapter. 
[P.L.5·1986, § 5.] 

ARTICLE 10 

PROVISIONS GOVERNING CERTAIN 
TYPES OF ELECTIONS 

CHAPI'ER. 

1. PRIMARY ELECTIONS IN GENERAL ELECTION 

YEARS. 3·10·1·1 - 3·10+35. 
2. GENERAL ELECTIONS. 3·10·2-1 - 3·10·2·14. 
3. STATE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS AND PuBLIC 

QUESTIONS, 3·10·3·1 - 3·10·3·10. 

CHAPTER. 

4. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, 3-10-4-1 - 3-10-4-10. 
5. STATE CONVENTIONS CONCERNING UNITED STATES 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS, 3-10-5-1 -
3·10·5·30. 

6. MUNICIPAL AND ScHOOL DISTRICT ELECTIONS IN 
CITIES AND LARGE TOWNS, 3·10·6·1 -
3·10·6·11. 

7. MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN SMALL TOWNS, 3·10·7·1 
- 3·10·7·35. 

8. SPECIAL ELECTIONS, 3·10·8·1 - 3-10·8·9. 
9. LOCAL PUBLIC QUESTIONS, 3·10·9·1 - 3·10·9·6. 

CHAPTER 1 
PRIMARY ELECTIONS IN GENERAL 

ELECTION YEARS 

SECTION. 
3·10·1·1. Applicability. 
3·10·1·2. Parties required to hold primaries. 
3·10·1·3. Date of primaries. 
3·10·1·4. Candidates and delegates to be selected. 
3·10·1·4.5. Date of precinct committeemen elections. 
3·10-1·5. No contest for party nomination - List· 

ing of unopposed candidate with 
contested election. 

3·10·1·6. Eligible voters. 
3·10·1·7. Registration record and computerized vot· 

ing list - Furnishing - Compar· 
ison of signatures - Evidence of 
voter eligibility. 

3·10·1·8. Registration record and certified computer 
voting lists - Voters not appear· 
ing therein. 

3·10·1·9. Voter challenges. 
3·10·1·10. Persons authorized to make voter chal· 

lenges. 
3·10·1·11. Voting methods, supplies and equipment. 
3·10·1·12. Paper ballots - Number. 
3·10·1·13. Paper ballots and ballot cards for each 

party. 
3·10·1·14. Ballots - Grouping of candidates - Nick· 

names - Titles prohibited. 
3·10-1·15. Separate ticket for each party - Grouping 

of candidates on baBot - Candi· 
dates limited to one party. 

3·10·1·16. Number of votes per office - Voting for 
Marion superior court judges. 

3·10·1·17. Ballot labels - Party device or designa· 
tion. 

3-10-1·18. Ba110ts - Alphabetical and numerical 
listing of candidates. 

3·10-1-19. Ballots - Form - Order of offices and 
public questions. 

3·10·1·19.5. Alteration of prescribed ballot order. 
3-10-1·20. Ballots - Rotation of candidate's names 

- Sets of ballots required. 
3·10·1·21. Sample ballots. 
3·10-1-22. [Repealed.l 
3·10-1-23. Voting machines, ballot card and elec· 

tronic voting systems in counties 
with cities - Use where adapt· 
able - Supplemental paper bal· 
lots - Purchase not required. 

3-10·1·24. Voter sign·in at polls. 
3·10·1·24.5. Challenge of voter identity. 
3-10-1·25. Voting with paper ballots or ballot cards 

- Distribution - Marking. 
3·10-1·26. Voting with paper ballots - Folding -

Delivery to inspector - Deposit 
in ballot box. 
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SECTION. 
3·10-1·27. Voting by voting machine or electronic 

voting system. 
3-10-1-28. Party identification cards - Depositing­

Counting - Construction. 
3-10-1-28.5. Voting by ballot card voting system. 
3·10·1·29. Canvass of votes - Tally sheets - Elec­

tion returns. 
3-10-1-30. Mutilated, voted and unvoted paper bal­

lots and ballot cards - Sealing 
and bagging. 

3-10-1-31. Retention of all voted, mutilated and 
unused paper ballots. 

3-10-1-32. Election returns to contain complete 
counts. 

3-10-1-33. Report of votes for candidate not wholly 
within county. 

3-10-1-34. Canvass of votes for federal, state and 
legislative offices and local offices 
in multiple counties. 

3-10-1-35. Publication of notices. 

3-10-1-1. Applicability. - This chap­
ter applies only to primary elections that 
are held in general election years. It does 
not apply to municipal primary elections, 
which are covered by IC 3-10-6. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6.) 

3-10-1-2. Parties required to hold 
primaries. - Each political party whose 
nominee received at least ten percent 
(10%) of the votes cast iri the state for 
secretary of state at the last election shall 
hold a primary election under this chapter 
to select nominees to be voted for at the 
general election. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.) 

3-10-1-3. Date of primaries. - A pri­
mary election shall be held on the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in May of 
each year in which a general election is 
held. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.) 

3-10-1-4 .. Candidates and delegates 
to be selected. - (a) At a primary elec­
tion each political party subject to section 
2 [IC 3-10-1-2) of this chapter shall nomi­
nate its candidates for the following offices 
to be voted for at the general election: 

(1) United States Senator. 
(2) Governor. 
(3) United States Representative. 
(4) Legislative offices. 
(5) Local offices. 

(b) In addition, each political party sub-
ject to section 2 of this chapter shall: '. 

(1) Vote on candidates for nomination 
as President of the United States; 
(2) Elect delegates from each county 
to the party's state convention; and 
(3) Elect a precinct committeeman for 
each precinct in the county if precinct 
committeemen are to be elected under 
section 4.5 [IC 3-10-1-4.5) of this chap­
ter. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, 

§ 150; P.L.5-1989, § 33; P.L.9-1989, 
§ 3.) 

3-10-1-4.5. Date of precinct commit­
teemen elections. - Precinct committee­
men shall be elected in May 1990 and 
every four (4) years thereafter. 
[P.L.5-1989, § 34; P.L.9-1989, § 4.) 

3-10-1-5. No contest for party nomi­
nation - Listing of unopposed candi­
date with contested election. - (a) 
Whenever there is no contest in a political 
party for the nomination of a candidate or 
candidates for an office, the party may 
hold a primary election for that nomina­
tion. The appropriate election board shall 
certify the names of the candidates for 
each nomination for which there is no 
contest as though a primary election had 
been held. However, except as provided in 
subsections (b) through (c), if there is a 
contest in any party for any nomination, 
the name of each candidate of each party 
shall be placed on the primary election 
ballot, whether or not the candidate is 
opposed. 

(b) If the only contest in a politicalJ;>arty 
is for the election of a precinct committee­
man or a delegate to the party's state 
convention, the names of unopposed candi­
dates for nomination are not required to be 
placed on the primary election ballot. 

(c) The names of unopposed candidates 
for election as a precinct committeeman or 
a delegate to a political party's state 
convention are not required to be placed on 
the primary election ballot. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 6; P.L.1O-1988, § 77.) 

3-10-1-6. Eligible voters. - A voter 
may vote at a primary election: 

(1) If the voter, at the last general 
election, voted for a majority of the 
regular nominees of the political party 
holding the primary election; or 
(2) If the voter did not vote at the last 
general election, but intends to vote at 
the next general election for a major­
ity of the regular nominees of the 
political party holding the primary 
election; . 

as long as the voter was registered as a 
voter at the last general election or has 
registered since then. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.) 

3·10-1-7. Registration record and. 
computerized voting list - Furnishing 
- Comparison of si~atures - Evi­
dence of voter eligibility. - (a) Each 
county election board shall furnish the 
inspector of each precinct, for use on 
primary election day: 
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(1) A copy of the last regularly pre­
pared registration record; or 
(2) In a county with a computerized 
registration system, a certified copy 
under IC 3-7-7-9 of the list of all voters 
registered to vote in the precinct. 

(b) The circuit court clerk or board of 
registration in a county with a computer­
ized voting system may also provide the 
inspector of each precinct in the county 
with a certified photocopy of the signature 
on the affidavit or form of registration of 
each voter of the precinct for the compari­
son of signatures under section 24.5 [lC 
3-10-1-24.5) of this chapter. 

(c) If the name of a person offering to 
vote at the primary is in the registration 
record or listed in the certified copy pre­
pared for the precinct, it is sufficient 
evidence of the person's right to vote 
unless the person is challenged. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.5-1989, § 35; 
P.L.7-1990, § 33.) 

3-10-1-8. Registration record and 
certified computer voting lists -
Voters not appearing therein. - A 
person who will be a voter at the general 
election for which the primary is being 
held and whose name does not appear on 
the registration record, or in a county with 
a computerized registration system the 
certified copy, may vote if the circuit court 
clerk or board of registration provides a 
signed certificate of error under IC 3-7·3-6 
showing that the person is a registered 
voter of the precinct. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; 
P.L.5-1989, § 36; P.L.7-1990, § 34.) 

3-10-1-9. Voter challenges. - A voter 
in a precinct may challenge a voter or 
person who offers to vote at a primary 
election. The challenged person may not 
vote unless the challenged person: 

(1) Is registered; 
(2) Makes an affidavit: 

(A) That the challenged person is a 
voter of the precinct; or 
(B) Required under IC 3-7-4.5 if the 
voter declares that the voter is enti­
tled to vote under IC 3-7-4.5; and 

(3) Either: 
(A) At the last general election 
voted for a majority of the regular 
nominees of the political party for 
whose candidates the challenged 
person proposes to vote in the pri­
mary election and intends to vote 
for the regular nominees of the 
political party at the next general 
election; or 
(B) If the challenged person did not 
vote at the last general election, 
intends to vote at the next general 

election for a majority of the regular 
nominees of the political party hold­
ing the primary election. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.17-1993, § 9.) 

3-10-1-10. Persons authorized to 
make voter challenges. - Only a voter 
who is a member of the political party for 
whose candidates a person is offering to 
vote at a primary election may challenge 
the person on the !P'0und of party affilia­
tion. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.) 

3-10-1-11. Voting methods, supplies 
and equipment. - The voting methods, 
supplies, and equipment to be used at a 
primary election are the same as those 
prescribed by IC 3-11 as far as applicable 
and when consistent with this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6.) 

3-10-1-12. Paper ballots - Number. 
- Each county election board shall pre­
pare and distribute separate primary pa­
per ballots for each political party partici­
pating in a primary election equal in 
number to one hundred percent (100%) of 
the number of votes cast by the party in 
each precinct at the last general election. 
If voting machines, ballot card voting 
systems, or electronic voting systems are 
used, the board shall determine the num­
ber of emergency paper ballots to be 
printed and furnished to the precincts. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 151.) 

3-10-1-13. Paper ballots and ballot 
cards for each party. - The primary 
election paper ballots and ballot cards of 
each political party must be of uniform 
size and of the same quality paper as the 
paper ballots and ballot cards used at the 
general election. The paper ballots and 
ballot cards must be of different color for 
each party holding a primary election. All 
the candidates representing one (0 party 
shall be placed on one (0 ticket with the 
name of the party placed at the top in the 
form prescribed by section 19 [IC 
3-10-1-19) of this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; 
P.L.3-1987, § 152.) 

3-10-1-14. Ballots - Grouping of 
candidates - Nicknames - Titles pro­
hibited. - (a) All the candidates for each 
office who have qualified in the manner 
prescribed by IC 3-8 for placement on the 
primary election ballot shall be grouped 
together under the name of the office and 
printed in type with uniform capital let­
ters, with uniform space between each 
name. At the head of each group where 
only one (0 candidate for each group is to 
be voted for, the words "vote for one (I) 
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only" shall be printed. If more than one (1) 
candidate in a group is to be voted for, the 
number to be voted for shall be specified at 
the head of the group. 

(b) A candidate's given name and sur­
name shall be printed in full. 

(c) In addition to the candidate's given 
name and surname, the candidate may 
use: 

(1) Initials; or 
(2) A nickname by which the candi­
date is commonly known; 

if the candidate's choice of initials or 
nickname does not exceed twenty (20) 
characters. Any nickname used must ap­
pear in parentheses between the candi­
date's given name and the candidate's 
surname. 

(d) A candidate may not use a designa­
tion such as a title or degree or a nickname 
that implies a title or degree. 

(e) A candidate's name must be printed 
on the ballot exactly as the name appears 
on the candidate's certificate of nomina­
tion, petition of nomination, or declaration 
of candidacy. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.4-1991, 
§ 50; P.L.3-1993, § 92.] 

3-10-1-15. Separate ticket for each 
party - Grouping of candidates on 
ballot - Candidates limited to one 
party. - Each political party holding a 
primary election shall have a separate 
ticket, either in printed ballot form as 
prescribed by sections 13 and 14 [IC 
3-10-1-13 or 3-10-1-14] of this chapter, or 
on separate ballot labels. The name of each 
candidate who has qualified under IC 3-8 
shall be placed on the ballot under a 
designation of the office for which the 
person is a candidate. However, the name 
of a candidate may not appear on the 
ballot of more than one (1) party for the 
same office. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 153.] 

3-10-1-16. Number of votes per of­
fice - Voting for Marion superior 
court judges. - At a primary election a 
voter may vote for as many candidates for 
each office as there are persons to be 
elected to that office at the general elec­
tion, except as provided in IC 33-5-35.1-24 
for candidates for judge of the Marion 
superior court. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-1-17. Ballot labels - Party de­
vice or designation. - Political parties 
may be distinguished in a primary election 
by the use of different color ballot labels. 
The party device for a political party that 
has been adopted in accordance with IC 
3-8 and the party name or other party 
designation shall be placed before the list 

of candidates of the party. lP.L.5-1986, 
§ 6; P.L.3-1987, § 154.] 

3-10-1-18. Ballots - Alphabetical 
and numerical listing of candidates. -
(a) Except as provided by subsection (b), 
the names of all candidates for each office 
who have qualified under IC 3-8 shall be 
arranged in alphabetical order by sur­
names under the designation of the office. 

(b) This subsection applies to a county 
having a population of more than four 
hundred thousand (400,000) but less than 
seven hundred thousand (700,000). The 
names of all candidates for each office who 
have qualified under IC 3-8 shall be 
arranged in random order by surnames 
under the designation of the office. The 
random order shall be determined using a 
lottery. The lottery held in accordance 
with this subsection shall be conducted in 

r.ublic by the county election board. The 
ottery shall be held not later than ten (10) 

days following the last day for a declara­
tion of candidacy under IC 3-8-2-4. All 
candidates whose names are to be 
arranged by way of the lottery shall be 
notified at least five (5) days prior to the 
lottery of the time and place at which the 
lottery is to be held. Each candidate may 
have one (1) designated watcher and each 
county political party may have one desig­
nated watcher who shall be allowed to 
observe the lottery procedure. 

(c) For paper ballots, the left margin of 
the ballot for each political patty must 
show the name of the uppermost candidate 
printed to the right of the number 1, the 
next candidate number 2, the next candi­
date number 3, and so on, consecutively to 
the end of the ballot as prescribed in 
section 19 lIC 3-10-1-19] of this chapter. 
The same order shall be followed for the 
printing of ballot labels and their place­
ment on the voting machine or electronic 
voting system and for the printing of ballot 
cards. 

(d) This subsection applies to a county 
having a population of more than four 
hundred thousand (400,000) but less than 
seven hundred thousand (700,000). If there 
is insufficient room on a row to list each 
candidate of a political party, a second or 
subsequent row may be utilized. However, 
a second or subsequent row may not be 
utilized unless the first row, and all pre­
ceding rows, have been filled. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 6; P.L.3-1987, § 155; P.L.7-1991, § 2; 
P.L.12-1992, § 6; P.L.I-1993, § 6.) 

3-10-1-19. Ballots - Form - Order 
of offices and public questions. -
(a) The ballot for a primary election shall 
be printed in substantially the following 
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form for all the offices for which candi­
dates have qualified under IC 3-8: 

OFFICIAL PRIMARY BALLOT 

_________________ Party 

To vote for a person make a voting mark 
(X or j) on or in the box before the person's 
name in the proper column. 

Vote for one only 
Representative in Congress 

D (1) AB __ _ 
D (2) CD __ _ 
D (3) EF __ _ 
D (4) GH .,--:-_-,--,-

(b) The offices with candidates for nomi­
nation shall be placed on the primary 
election ballot in the following order: 

(1) Federal and state offices: 
(A) President of the United States. 
(B) United States Senator. 
(C) Governor. 
(D) United States Representative. 

(2) Legislative offices: 
(A) State senator. 
(B) State representative. 

(3) Circuit offices and county judicial 
offices: 

(A) Judge of the circuit court. 
(B) Judge of the superior court. 
(C) Judge of the probate court. 
(D) Judge of the county court, with 
each division separate, as required 
by IC 33-10.5-4-2. 
(E) Prosecuting attorney. 
(F) Clerk of the circuit· court. 

(4) County offices: 
(A) County auditor. 
(B) County recorder. 
(C) County treasurer. 
(D) County sheriff. 
(E) County coroner. 
(F) County surveyor. 
(G) County assessor. 
(H) County commissioner. 
(I) County council member. 

(5) Township offices: 

court. 

(A) Township assessor. 
(B) Township trustee. 
(C) Township board member. 
(D) Judge of the small claims court. 
(E) Constable of the small claims 

(6) City offices: 
(A) Mayor. 
(B) Clerk or clerk-treasurer. 
(C) Judge of the city court. 
(D) City-county council member or 
common council member. 

(7) Town offices: 
(A) Clerk-treasurer. 
(B) Judge of the town court. 
(C) Town council member. 

(c) The political party offices with candi­
dates for election shall be placed on the 
primary election ballot in the following 
order after the offices described in subsec­
tion (b): 

(1) Precinct committeeman. 
(2) State convention delegate. 

(d) The following offices and public 
questions shall be placed on the primary 
election ballot in the following order after 
the offices described in subsection (c): 

(1) School board offices to be elected 
at the primary election. 
(2) Other local offices to be elected at 
the primary election. 
(3) Local public questions. 

(e) The offices and public questions de­
scribed in subsection (d) shall be placed in 
a separate column on the ballot if voting is 
by paper ballot, ballot card voting system, 
or electronic voting system or in a separate 
column of ballot labels if voting is by 
voting machine. 

(I) A public question shall be placed on 
the primary election ballot in the following 
form: 

(The explanatory text for the public 
question, if required by law.) 

"Shall (insert public question)?" 

DYES 
DNO 

[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 156; 
P.L.8-1989, § 5; P.L.4-1991, § 51.] 

3-10-1-19.5. Alteration of prescribed 
ballot order. - Notwithstanding section 
19 [IC 3-10-1-19] of this chapter, the 
county election board may alter the pre­
scribed ballot order to place the names of 
the candidates for the following offices 
before the names of the candidates for 
county judicial offices: 

(1) Prosecuting attorney. 
(2) Clerk of the circuit court. 
(3) The county offices listed in section 
19(4) of this chapter. [P.L.4-1991, 
§ 52.] 

3-10-1-20. Ballots- Rotation of can­
didate's names - Sets of ballots re­
quired. - If two (2) or more persons are 
candidates for nomination to the same 
office at a primary election, except a 
precinct office, the number of ballot forms 
required shall be divided into sets equal to 
the greatest number of candidates for any 
one (1) office on the ballot. The names of 
the candidates with their respective num­
bers for each office shall be rotated by 
removing one (1) name with its number 
from the top of the list for each office and 
by placing that name with its number at 
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the bottom of the list for each successive 
set of ballot forms. As nearly as possible an 
equal number of ballots of each set shall be 
delivered to each precinct. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 6.] 

3-10-1-21. Sample ballots. - The offi­
cial sample ballots for a primary election 
shall be printed from the first or official 
form of ballot only. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-1-22. [Repealed.] 

3-10-1-23. Voting machines, ballot 
card and electronic voting systems in 
counties with cities - Use where 
adaptable - Supplemental paper bal­
lots - Purchase not required. - In a 
primary election in a county having a city, 
voting machines, ballot card voting sys­
tems, and electronic voting systems shall 
be employed as available and adaptable 
and shall be supplemented by paper bal­
lots as necessary. However, this section 
does not require the purchase of voting 
machines, ballot card voting systems, or 
electronic voting systems for a primary 
election. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 157.] 

3-10-1-24. Voter sign-in at polls. -
(a) A voter who desires to vote must give 
the voter's name and political party to the 
poll clerks of the precinct on primary 
election day. The poll clerks shall require 
the voter to write the following on the poll 
list: 

(1) The voter's name. 
(2) The voter's current residence ad­

dress. 
(3) The name of the voter's party. 

(b) If the voter is unable to sign the 
voter's name, the voter must sign theJ'0ll 
list by mark, which must be witnesse by 
one (1) of the poll clerks or assistant poll 
clerks acting under IC 3-6-6, who shall 
place the poll clerk's or assistant poll 
clerk's initials after or under the mark. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 158; 
P.L.5-1989, § 37.] 

3-10-1-24.5. Challenge of voter iden­
tity. - (a) This section does not apply to a 
precinct in a county with a computerized 
registration system whose inspector was: 

(1) Furnished with a list certified un­
der IC 3-7-7-9; and 
(2) Not furnished with a certified pho­
tocopy of the signature on the affidavit 
of registration of each voter of the 
precinct for the comparison of signa­
tures under this section. 

(b) In case of doubt concerning a voter's 
identity, the precinct election board shall 

compare the voter's signature with the 
signature on the affidavit of registration or 
any certified copy of the signature pro­
vided under section 7 [IC 3-10-1-7] of this 
chapter. If the board determines that the 
voter's signature is authentic, the voter 
may then vote. 

(c) If either poll clerk doubts the voter's 
identity following the comparison of the 
signatures, the poll clerk shall challenge 
the voter in the manner prescribed by IC 
3-11-8. If the poll clerk does not execute a 
challenger's affidavit under IC 3-11-8-21 
or if the voter executes a challenged 
voter's affidavit under IC 3-11-8-22, the 
voter may then vote. [P.L.3-1987, § 159; 
P.L.5-1989, § 38; P.L.7-1990, § 35.] 

3-10-1-25. Voting with paper ballots 
or ballot cards - Distribution - Mark­
ing. - (a) If paper ballots are used in a 
precinct, one (1) of the poll clerks or 
assistant poll clerks shall deliver to a voter 
one (1) of the voter's political party ballots 
and a pencil after the voter signs the poll 
list. The voter shall take the ballot and 
pencil into an election booth and mark the 
ballot within the time provided under IC 
3-11-11-10.5. 

(b) If a ballot card voting system is used 
in a precinct, one (1) of the poll clerks or 
assistant ]loll clerks shall deliver to a voter 
one (1) of the voter's political party ballot 
cards and instructions on how to operate 
the ballot card system as described in IC 
3-11-13-29 and IC 3-11-13-30. The voter 
shall take the ballot card into the voting 
booth and mark the ballot within the time 
provided under IC 3-11-13-32.5. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 160; 
P.L.5-1989, § 39.] 

3-10-1-26. Voting with paper ballots 
- Folding - Delivery to inspector -
Deposit in ballot box. - (a) After mark­
ing a paper ballot a voter shall fold each 
ballot separately in a manner that its face 
will be concealed and the initials of the 
poll clerks or assistant poll clerks seen. 

(b) After leaving the booth, a voter shall 
return the pencil to a poll clerk or assis­
tant poll clerk and display the initials on 
each ballot to the inspector. 

(c) If a voter offers to vote a ballot folded 
so that it does not disclose the initials of 
the poll clerks or assistant poll clerks 
while also not disclosing the face of the 
ballot, the precinct election board shall 
direct the voter to return to the booth and 
fold the ballot properly. 

(d) After properly displaying the initials 
on the ballot, the voter then shall: 

(1) Deposit the ballot in the ballot 
box; or 
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(2) At the voter's option return the 
ballot to the inspector, who shall de­
posit it in the ballot box. 

(e) The poll clerk or assistant poll clerk 
shall then place a voting mark opposite 
the voter's name on the poll list. The voter 
then shall leave the polls. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; 
P.L.3-1987, § 161.] 

3-10-1-27. Voting by voting machine 
or electronic voting system. - If voting 
machines or electronic voting systems are 
used in a precinct, one (1) of the poll clerks 
shall give a printed political party identifi­
cation card to a voter after the voter signs 
the poll list. Before entering the voting 
machine or voting booth, the voter must 
give the party identification card to a 
judge, and the judge shall set or have the 
voting machine or electronic voting system 
set to allow the voter to vote only for the 
candidates of the voter's party. After the 
machine or system is set, the voter may 
register a vote upon it within the time 
provided under: 

(1) IC 3-11-12-29.5, for a voting ma­
chine; or 
(2) IC 3-11-14-26, for an electronic 
voting system. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 162.] 

3-10-1-28. Party identification cards 
- Depositing - Counting - Construc­
tion. - After setting the voting machine 
or electronic voting system, the judge shall 
immediately deposit the political party 
identification card in a sealed container 
provided for that purpose. After the polls 
have closed, all/arty identification cards 
shall be counte and compared with the 
total number of votes cast in the election. 
All party identification cards must be of 
durable quality and the same color irre­
spective of the party that is designated. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6, P.L.3-1987, § 163.] 

3-10-1-28.5. Voting by ballot card 
voting system_ - (a) If a ballot card 
voting system is used in a precinct, after a 
voter has marked a ballot card the voter 
shall place it inside the envelope provided 
for this purpose and return it to the judge, 
who shall remove the stub. 

(b) The judge shall then offer to return 
the envelope with the ballot card inside to 
the voter. The voter shall: 

(1) Accept the envelope and deposit it 
with the ballot card inside into the 
ballot box; or 
(2) Decline the envelope and require 
the judge to deposit it in the ballot 
box. 

(c) The voter then shall leave the polls. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 164.] 

3-10-1-29. Canvass of votes - Tally 
sheets - Election returns. - The can­
vass of votes cast in a primary election 
shall, as far as applicable, be made in the 
same manner and by the same officers as 
the canvass at a general election. The tally 
sheet upon which the count has been 
entered shall be included in the returns of 
the election. Each precinct election board 
shall, on blanks provided for that purpose, 
make full and accurate returns of the votes 
cast for each candidate and on each public 
question unless votes were cast on a ballot 
card voting system that is not designed to 
allow the counting and tabulation of votes 
by the precinct election board. The board 
shall set forth in the return, opposite the 
name of each candidate and public ques­
tion, the number of votes cast for the 
candidate and for or against each public 
question. The tabular statement must be 
substantially in the following form, with 
the names of candidates and public ques­
tions arranged in the order in which they 
appear upon the official ballot: 

_:-:-__ precinct, township (or 
ward), county, state of Indiana, 
__ --:= party for Representative in Con­
gress. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 165; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 78; P.L.1-1993, § 7.] 

3-10-1-30. Mutilated, voted and 
unvoted paper ballots and ballot cards 
- Sealing and bagging. - (a) At the 
close of the polls and before counting the 
votes, each precinct election board shall 
count all mutilated and unvoted paper 
ballots and ballot cards of each political 
party, place them in separate bags, and 
seal them. The number of unvoted ballots 
shall be marked on the outside of the bags. 

(b) If a ballot card voting system was 
used in a precinct, the precinct election 
board shall comply with IC 3-12-3-2. 

(c) At the close of the count the board 
shall place all voted paper ballots of each 
party in separate bags, sealed and properly 
labeled, showing the number of paper 
ballots they contain and the number voted 
but not counted. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; 
P.L.3-1987, § 166.] 

3-10-1-31. Retention of 1111 voted, 
mutilated and unused paper ballots. -
(a) The inspector of each precinct shall 
deliver the bags required by section 30(a) 
and 30(c) [IC 3-10-1-30(a) and IC 
3-1O-1-30(c)] of this chapter in good condi­
tion, together with poll lists, tally sheets, 
and other forms, to the circuit court clerk 
when making returns. 

(b) Except for unused ballots disposed of 
under IC 3-11-3-31, the circuit court clerk 
shall carefully preserve the ballots and 
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other material and keep all seals intact for 
twenty· two (22) months, as required by 42 
U.S.C. 1974, after which they may be 
destroyed unless: 

(1) An order issued under IC 
3·12·6·19 or IC 3·12·11·16; or 
(2) 42 U.S.C. 1973; 

requires the continued preservation of the 
ballots or other material. 

(c) Upon delivery of the poll lists, the 
circuit court clerk or board of registration 
may unseal the envelopes containing the 
poll lists. For the purposes of a cancella· 
tion of registration conducted under IC 
3·7·9·5 or a transfer of registration con· 
ducted under IC 3·7·8·15, the clerk or 
board may inspect the poll lists and update 
the registration record of the county. Upon 
completion of the inspection, the poll list 
shall be resealed and preserved with the 
ballots and other materials for the time 
period prescribed by subsection (b). 

(d) After the expiration of the period 
described in subsection (b), the ballots may 
be destroyed in the manner provided by IC 
3·11·3·31 or transferred to a state educa· 
tional institution as provided by IC 
3·12·2·12. [P.L.5·1986, § 6; P.L.3·1987, 
§ 167; P.L.1O·1988, § 79; P.L.3·1993, 
§ 93.] 

3·10·1·32. Election returns to con· 
tain complete counts. - Primary elec· 
tion returns must contain the whole num· 
ber of votes cast for: 

(1) Each candidate of each political 
party; 
(2) Each public question voted on at 
the primary election; and 
(3) Each candidate for election to a 
school board office or political party 
office. [P.L.5·1986, § 6; P.L.1O·1988, 
§ 80.] 

3·10·1·33. Report of votes for candi· 
date not wholly within county. - The 
county election board shall also make an 
additional duplicate showing the votes 
cast for each candidate not voted for 
wholly within the county. The circuit court 
clerk shall, not later than the Monday 
following the primary election, send to the 
secretary of state by certified mail or hand 
deliver to the secretary of state one (1) 
complete cOfIY of all returns for these 
candidates. P.L.5·1986, § 6; P.L.3·1987, 
§ 168; P.L.3·1993, § 94.] 

3·10·1·34. Canvass of votes for fed· 
eral, state and legislative offices and 
local offices in multiple counties. -
The secretary of state, at 10 A.M. on the 
second Friday following a primary election 
conducted in a year in which a general 

election will be held, shall make a canvass 
of the votes cast for: 

(1) Candidates for federal offices; 
(2) Candidates for state offices; 
(3) Candidates for legislative offices; 
and 
(4) Candidates for local offices (other 
than offices in a municipality); 

representing election districts not wholly 
within one (1) county and tabulate the 
result as provided in IC 3·12. [P.L.5·1986, 
§ 6; P.L.10·1988, § 81.] 

3·10·1·35. Publication of notices. -
Each notice required for a primary election 
shall be published in accordance with IC 
5·3·1. [P.L.5·1986, § 6.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 2 
GENERAL ELECTIONS 

3·10-2-1. Date - Offices to be filled. 
3·10-2-2. Notice. 
3-10-2-3. Election years - Presidential and Vice­

Presidential electors. 
3-10-2-4. Election years - United States Senators. 
3·10-2-5. Election years - United States Represen­

tatives. 
3·10-2-6. Election years - Governor - Lieutenant 

governor - Attorney general -
Superintendent of public instruc­
tion. 

3-10-2-7. Election years - Secretary of state -
State auditor - State treasurer 
- Clerk of supreme court. 

3-10-2-S. Election years - Supreme court justices 
- Court of appeals judges. 

3-10-2-9. Election years - State senators. 
3-10-2-10. Election years - State representatives. 
3-10-2-11. Election years - Circuit, superior, pro-

bate and county court judges. 
3-10-2-12. Election years - Prosecuting attorneys. 
3-10-2-13. Election years - Circuit court clerk -

Certain county and township of­
fices - Small claims court consta­
ble. 

3-10-2-14. Election years - Township assessor. 

3·10·2·1. Date - Offices to be filled. 
- A general election shall be held on the 
first Tuesday after the first Monday in 
November in each even·numbered year. 
All offices whose terms will expire before 
the next general election shall be filled at 
the election, unless otherwise provided by 
law. [P.L.5·1986, § 6.] 

3·10·2·2. Notice. - Each circuit court 
clerk shall give notice of a general election 
and publish a statement in accordance 
with IC 5·3-1 showing what offices are to 
be filled and setting forth the text of the 
judicial retention and other public ques· 
tions to be submitted to the voters. How· 
ever, an election is not invalidated by the 
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failure of the clerk to perform this duty. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.IO-1988, § 82; 
P.L.3-1993, § 95.) 

3-10-2-3. Election years - Presiden­
tial and Vice-Presidential electors. -
Electors for United States President and 
Vice President shall be elected in 1988 and 
every four (4) years thereafter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6.) 

3-10-2-4. Election years - United 
States Senators. - United States Sena­
tors shall be elected as follows: 

(1) One (1) in 1986 and every six (6) 
years thereafter. 

(2) One (1) in 1988 and every six (6) 
years thereafter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6.) 

3-10-2-5. Election years - United 
States Representatives. - United States 
Representatives shall be elected at each 
general election in accordance with IC 
3-3-1.1-3. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.) 

3-10-2-6. Election years - Governor 
- Lieutenant governor - Attorney 
general - Superintendent of public 
instruction. - The following public offi­
cials shall be elected in 1988 and every 
four (4) years thereafter: 

(1) Governor. 
(2) Lieutenant governor. 
(3) Attorney general. 
(4) Superintendent of public instruc­
tion. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 6.) 

3-10-2-7. Election years - Secretary 
of state - State auditor - State trea­
surer - Clerk of supreme court. - The 
following public officials shall be elected in 
1986 and every four (4) years thereafter: 

(1) Secretary of state. 
(2) Auditor of state. 
(3) Treasurer of state. 
(4) Clerk of the supreme court. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 6.) 

3-10-2-8. Election years - Supreme 
court justices - Court of appeals 
judges. - Justices of the supreme court 
and judges of the court of appeals shall 
stand for approval or rejection by their 
respective electorates: 

(1) At the first general election that 
occurs at least two (2) years after their 
appointments; and 
(2) At the general election every ten 
(10) years thereafter; 

in accordance with Article 7, Section 11 of 
the Constitution of the State of Indiana. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6.) 

3-10-2-9. Election years - State sen­
ators. - One-half (1/,) of the senators in 
the general assembly, as nearly as possi­
ble, shall be elected at each general elec­
tion and every four (4) years thereafter in 
accordance with Article 4, Section 3 of the 
Constitution of the State of Indiana. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6.) 

3-10-2-10. Election years - State 
representatives. - Representatives in 
the general assembly shall be elected in 
each district at each general election in 
accordance with Article 4, Section 3 of the 
Constitution of the State of Indiana. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6.) 

3-10-2-11. Election years - Circuit, 
superior, probate and county court 
judges. - (a) A judge of the circuit court 
shall be elected at: 

(1) The first general election follow­
ing an appointment by the governor to 
fill a vacancy in the office of judge of 
the circuit court; or 
(2) The general election before the 
term of the judge expires under Arti­
cle 7, Section 7 of the Constitution of 
the State of Indiana; 

whichever occurs first, and every (6) years 
thereafter. 

(b) Except as otherwise provided by law, 
judges of the superior, probate, and county 
courts shall be elected at the general 
election before their terms of office expire 
and every six (6) years thereafter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.5-1989, § 40; 
P.L.334-1989(ss), § 1.) 

3-10-2-12. Election years - Prose­
cuting attorneys. - A prosecuting attor­
ney shall be elected in each judicial circuit 
in 1986 and every four (4) years thereafter 
in accordance with Article 7, Section 16 of 
the Constitution of the State of Indiana. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6.) 

3-10-2-13. Election years - Circuit 
court clerk - Certain county and 
township offices - SmaIl claims court 
constable. - The following public offi­
cials shall be elected at the general elec­
tion before their terms of office expire and 
every four (4) years thereafter: 

(1) Clerk of the circuit court. 
(2) County auditor. 
(3) County recorder. 
(4) County treasurer. 
(5) County sheriff. 
(6) County coroner. 
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(7) County surveyor. 
(8) County assessor. 
(9) County commissioner. 
(10) County council member. 
(11) Township trustee. 
(12) Township board member. 
(13) Township assessor. 
(14) Judge of a small claims court. 
(15) Constable of a small claims court. 

rP.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.8-1987, § 2.] 

3-10-2-14. Election years - Town­
ship assessor. - When IC 36-6-5-1 em­
powers a township to elect its first town­
ship assessor, the township assessor shall 
be elected at the first general election in 
which voters residing in the township may 
vote for any candidate. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

CHAPTER 3 

STATE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 
AND PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

SECTION. 
3·10-3-1. Certification - Notice. 
3-10-3-2. Public questions - Appearance on ballot 

- Voters not voting. 
3-10-3-3 - 3·10·3-8. tRepealed.1 
3-10-3-9, Constitutional amendments - Marking 

and counting votes. 
3·10·3·10. tRepealed.1 

3-10-3-1. Certification - Notice. -
Whenever a proposed state constitutional 
amendment or other public question is 
submitted by the general assembly under 
Article 16 of the Constitution of the State 
of Indiana to the electorate of the state for 
a popular vote, the secretary of state shall 
certify the public question to the circuit 
court clerk of each county. If the vote is to 
occur at a general election, the secretary of 
state shall certify by noon August 20 
before the election. If a special election is 
to be held, the secretary of state shall 
certify at least thirty (30) days before the 
election. Each clerk shall publish notice of 
the public question in accordance with IC 
5-3-l. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 169; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 83; P.L.4-1991, § 53.] 

3-10-3-2. Public questions - Ap­
pearance on ballot - Voters not vot­
ing. - (a) This subsection applies if the 
general assembly does not prescribe the 
form in which a state constitutional 
amendment must appear on the general 
election ballot. If the electorate of the state 
may vote on a state constitutional amend­
ment or other public question, the state 
election board shall prepare a brief state­
ment of the public question in words 
sufficient to clearly deSignate it and have 

the statement printed on the state ballot 
in the form prescribed by IC 3-11-2-15. 

(b) If a voter does not vote on the public 
question, the ballot is void with regard to 
the public question and may not be 
counted. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 170; P.L.4-1991, § 54; P.L.1-1992, § 4.] 

3-10-3-3 - 3-10-3-8. [Repealed.] 

3-10-3-9. Constitutional amend-
ments - Marking and counting votes. 
- Except as provided in this chapter, all of 
the provisions of this title concerning the 
marking and counting of ballots for candi­
dates that are consistent with this chapter 
apply to the marking and counting of votes 
for a state constitutional amendment. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-3-10. [Repealed.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 4 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 

3-10-4-1. Nominees' names to appear on ballot, 
ballot card and ballot label. 

3-10-4-2. Information to be placed on ballot, ballot 
card and ballot label - Order of 
nominees. 

3-10-4-3. Devices. title and names of nominees -
Order on haHot. 

3-10-4-4. Votes cast and counted for electors as 8 

group - Counting, canvassing 
and certifying votes. 

3-10-4-5. Certification of nominees. 
3-10-4-6. Certification of successor nominees. 
3-10-4-7. Assembly of presidential electors. 
3-10-4-8. Failure of presidential elector to appear at 

assembly - Fi11ing vacancy. 
3-10-4-9. Voting by presidential electors. 
3·10·4-10. [Repealed.l 

3-10-4-1. Nominees' names to ap-

r,ear on ballot, ballot card and ballot 
abel. - (a) The names of the candidates 

of: 
(1) A political party; 
(2) A group of petitioners under IC 
3-8-6' or 
(3) A write-in candidate for the office 
of President Or Vice President of the 
United States under IC 3-8-2-1.5 [IC 
3-8-2-2.5]; 

for electors of President and Vice Presi­
dent of the United States may not be 
placed on the ballot. 

(b) The names of the nominees for Presi­
dent and Vice President of the United 
States of each political party or group of 
petitioners shall be placed: 

(1) In one (1) column on the ballot if 
paper ballots or a ballot card voting 
system is used; 
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(2) On one (1) ballot label in one (1) 
column or row if voting machines are 
used; or 
(3) In a separate column on the ballot 
label if an electronic voting system is 
used. 

(c) The name of each write-in candidate 
for the office of President or Vice President 
of the United States shall be placed as 
provided under IC 3-11-2-6. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 6; P.L.3-1987, § 171; P.L.1O-1992, § 16.] 

3-10-4-2. Information to be placed 
on ballot, ballot card and ballot label 
- Order of nominees. - (a) If paper 
ballots or a ballot card voting system is 
used, a single square shall be printed in 
front of a bracket enclosing the names of 
the nominees for President and Vice Presi­
dent of the United States on the left 
margin of each separate column of the 
ballot, immediately opposite the names of 
the nominees. 

(b) The device named and list of nomi­
nees of the political party whose nominee 
received the highest number of votes m 
that county for secretary of state at the 
last election shall be placed in the first 
column on the left side of the ballot if 
paper ballots or a ballot card voting sys­
tem is used or, if voting machines or an 
electronic voting system is used, in the 
first column or row. The political party 
whose nominee received the second high­
est number of votes in that county for 
secretary of state at the last election shall 
be placed in the second column or row. 
Other political parties shall be placed on 
the ballot in the same order. 

(c) If a political party or an independent 
ticket did not have a candidate for secre­
tary of state in the last election, the party 
or ticket shall be placed on the ballot after 
the parties described in subsection (b). If 
more than one 0) political party or inde­
pendent ticket that has qualified to be on 
the ballot did not have a candidate for 
secretary of state in the last election, each 
party or independent ticket shall be hsted 
on the ballot in the order in which the 
party or independent ticket filed a petition 
of nomination under IC 3-8-6-12. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 172; 
P.L.3-1993, § 96.] 

3-10-4-3. Devices, title and names of 
nominees - Order on ballot. - The 
device, title, and names of nominees ap­
pearing on a ballot or ballot label shall be 
arranged, as nearly as possible, in the 
following order: 

(DEVICE) 
REPUBLICAN 

TICKET 

(DEVICE) 
DEMOCRATIC 

TICKET 

For Presidential Electors 

For President, 

For Vice President, 

[P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

For Presidential Elec· 
tors 
For President, 

For Vice President, 

3-10-4-4. Votes cast and counted for 
electors as a group - Counting, can­
vassing and certifying votes. - Each 
vote cast or registered for the nominees for 
President and Vice President of the United 
States of a political party, group of peti­
tioners, or a write-in candidate for Presi­
dent or Vice President of the United States 
is a vote cast or registered for all of the 
candidates for presidential electors of the 
party, group, or candidate and shall be so 
counted. These votes shall be counted, 
canvassed, and certified in the same man­
ner as the votes for candidates for other 
offices. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.10-1992, 
§ 17.] 

3-10-4-5. Certification of nominees. 
- (a) The state chairman of each political 
party shall certify to the secretary of state 
the names of the nominees of the party for 
President and Vice President of the United 
States and the state of which each nomi­
nee is a resident. 

(b) If candidates for presidential electors 
are nominated by petitioners instead of by 
a convention of a major political party, the 
petitioners shall certify with the list of 
names of electors: 

(1) The names of their nominees for 
President and Vice President of the 
United States; 
(2) The state of which each nominee is 
a resident; and 
(3) The name of the political party of 
the nominees, or that the nominees 
are an independent ticket. 

(c) The names of: 
(1) All candidates for presidential 
electors; and 
(2) All nominees for President and 
Vice President of the United States; 

shall be certified by noon September 1 
before the general election. 

(d) The names of all candidates for pres­
idential electors for a write-in candidate 
shall be included on the declaration for 
candidacy filed by a write-in candidate for 
the office of President or Vice President of 
the United States filed under IC 3-8-2. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 173; 
P.L.5-1989, § 41; P.L.10-1992, § 18; 
P.L.3-1993, § 97.] 

3-10-4-6. Certification of successor 
nominees. - (a) If a nominee for Presi-
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dent or Vice President of the United States 
ceases to be a candidate before the nomi­
nee's ticket is officially certified, then that 
fact and the name and the state of resi­
dence of the nominee's successor, if any, 
shall be certified in the same manner as 
the original nominee and the successor's 
name shall be printed upon all ballots. 

(b) If a nominee for President or Vice 
President of the United States ceases to be 
a candidate after the nominee's ticket has 
been officially certified, then that fact and 
the name and state of residence of the 
nominee's successor, if any, shall be certi­
fied in the same manner as the original 
nominee. However, the ballots must reflect 
the original nominee's name, and any vote 
cast in the election for the original nomi­
nee shall be considered a vote for the 
successor. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 174.] 

3-10-4-7. Assembly of presidential 
electors. - The presidential electors who 
are elected at a general election shall 
assemble in the chamber of the Indiana 
house of representatives on the first Mon­
day after the second Wednesday in Decem­
ber as provided by 3 U.S.C. 7, or on 
another day fixed by the Congress of the 
United States, at 10 A.M. to elect the 
President and Vice President of the United 
States. As provided by 3 U.S.C. 6, the 
governor shall deliver to the electors 
present six (6) duplicate originals of the 
certificate of ascertainment of appoint­
ment of the electors mailed to the Archi­
vist of the United States. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; 
P.L.3-1987, § 175; P.L.I0-1992, § 19.] 

3-10-4-8. Failure of presidential 
elector to appear at assembly - Filling 
vacancy. - If a presidential elector fails 
to appear before 11 A.M. on the day 
prescribed by section 7 [lC 3-10-4-7] of this 
chapter, the electors present shall, by 
paper ballot and a majority vote of all 
those present, fill the vacancy. The elec­
tion shall be immediately certified by a 
majority of the electors to the governor, 
who shall immediately notify the person of 
the person's election by presenting the 
elector with a commission issued under IC 
4-3-1-5. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 176; P.L.3-1993, § 98.] 

3-10-4-9. Voting by presidential 
electors. - The presidential electors, 
when assembled and after vacancies are 
filled, shall then vote by paper ballot for 
President and Vice President of the United 
States and perform the duties imposed 
upon them by the Constitution and stat-

utes of the United States and of this state. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 177.) 

3-10-4-10. [Repealed.] 

CHAPTER 5 

STATE CONVENTIONS CONCERNING UNITED 
STATES CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 

SECTION. 
3-10-5-1. Date of election. 
3-10-5-2. Qualified voters. 
3-10-5-3. Conduct, canvassing and certification of 

election. 
3-10-5-4. Conduct of election by county election 

board - Inspector - Poll clerks. 
3-10-5-5. Convention delegates - Number. 
3-10-5-6. Convention delegates - Qualifications. 
3-10-5-7. Convention delegates - Nomination -

Candidate's dec1aration. 
3-10-5-8. Convention delegates' nomination peti­

tions - Number of candidates -
Signatures required. 

3-10-5-9. Convention delegates' nomination peti­
tions - Candidate information _ 
Candidate's declaration for or 
against ratification. 

3-10-5-10. Convention delegates' nomination peti­
tions - Political affiliation pro­
hibited. 

3-10-5-11. Convention delegates' nomination peti­
tions - Inconsistent candidates 
prohibited. 

3-10-5-12. Convention delegates' nominating peti­
tions - Inconsistent voter signa­
tures prohibited. 

3-10-5-13. Convention delegates' nomination peti­
tions and acceptances - Filing -
Preservation - Public inspection. 

3-10-5-14. Selection of convention delegate nominees 
- Plurality vote - Ties - Cir­
cuit court clerk's decision final. 

3-10-5-15. Selection of convention delegate nominees 
- Objections to circuit court 
clerk's decisions. 

3-10-5-16. Certification of convention delegate nomi­
nees. 

3-l0-S-17. Ballots for convention delegates - Sub­
stance of amendment - Voter 
instructions - Placement of nom­
inees. 

3-1O-S-18. BaUot for convention delegates - Block 
voting. 

3·10·5-19. [Repealed.l 
3-l0-S-20. Ballots for convention delegates - Alter­

nating listing of candidates. 
3-10-S-21. Ballots for convention delegates - Voter's 

mark. 
3-IO-S-22. Selection of convention delegates - Plu-

rality vote: 
3-1O-S-23. Certification of convention delegates. 
3-10-5-24. Filling of convention delegate vacancies. 
3-10-5-25. Convention - Location - Time - Quo-

rum. 
3-10-S-26. Convention - Call - Oaths. 
3-10-S-27. Convention - Judging delegates' qualifi­

cations - Election of officers -
Rules. 

3-lO-S-28. Convention journal. 
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SECTION. 
3-10-5-29. Certification of ratification of proposed 

constitutional amendment. 
3-10-5-30. Constitutional convention according to 

congressional mandate. 

3-10-5-1. Date of election_ - When­
ever the Congress of the United States 
proposes an amendment to the Constitu­
tion of the United States and proposes that 
it be ratified by conventions in the several 
states, the governor shall fix, by proclama­
tion, the date of an election to elect the 
delegates to the convention in this state. 
The election shall be held within sixty (60) 
days after the date of the proclamation and 
within four (4) months after the date of the 
receipt of the proposed amendment by the 
appropriate official from the Secretary of 
State of the United States. If a general 
election occurs within this period, the 
special election shall be held at the same 
time and by the same election officers who 
conduct the general election. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 6.] 

3-10-5-2. Qualified voters. - The 
electorate of the whole state may vote at 
the election required by section 1 [IC 
3-10-5-1] of this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-5-3. Conduct, canvassing and 
certification of election. - Except as 
otherwise provided in this chapter, the 
election required by section 1 [IC 3-10-5-1] 
of this chapter shall be conducted and the 
results ascertained, canvassed, and certi· 
fied in the same manner as an election of 
governor. All of the other provisions of this 
title apply to the election when consistent 
with this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-5-4. Conduct of election by 
county election board - Inspector -
Poll clerks. - Each county election board 
shall conduct the election required by 
section 1 [IC 3-10-5-1] of this chapter. The 
precinct election officers consist of one (1) 
inspector and two (2) poll clerks to be 
appointed by the county election board at 
least ten (10) days before the election. 
These officers have the same powers and 
duties as other precinct election officers 
and receive the same pay that precinct 
election officers receive in general elec­
tions. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-5-5. Convention delegates -
Number. - Each county shall elect at 
least one (1) delegate to the convention 
prescribed by section 1 [lC 3-10-5-1] of this 
chapter. In addition, each county having a 
population greater than twenty thousand 
(20,000) shall elect one (1) additional dele-

gate for each additional twenty thousand 
(20,000) persons in the county, or major 
fraction thereof. The governor shall deter­
mine the number of delegates to which 
each county is entitled under this section 
and shall include the number in the gover­
nor's proclamation. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-5-6. Convention delegates -
Qualifications. - A candidate for dele­
gate to a convention held under this chap­
ter must be: 

(1) A resident of the county; and 
(2) A registered voter. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 178.] 

3-10-5-7. Convention delegates 
Nomination - Candidate's declara­
tion. - Nomination of a candidate for 
delegate to a convention held under this 
chapter must be by petition. Before the 
candidate's name is placed on a petition, 
the candidate must file in the office of the 
circuit court clerk of the county in which 
the candidate resides a declaration stating 
the candidate's name, the candidate's resi­
dence address with the street and number 
(if any), and whether if elected as a 
delegate the candidate will vote for or 
against the ratification of the amendment 
to be considered by the convention. The 
circuit court clerk may not accept a peti­
tion containing the name of a candidate 
who has failed to file such a declaration. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-5-8. Convention delegates' 
nomination petitions - Number of 
candidates - Signatures required. -
A single petition required by section 7 [lC 
3-10-5-7] of this chapter may nominate 
any number of candidates, but not more 
than the total number of delegates to be 
elected from the county. A petition must 
be signed by at least five hundred (500) 
voters for each delegate nominated. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-5-9. Convention delegates' 
nomination petitions - Candidate in­
formation - Candidate's declaration 
for or against ratification_ - A petition 
required by section 7 [IC 3-10-5-7] of this 
chapter must contain the candidates' 
names, the candidates' residence address 
with the street and number (if any), and a 
declaration and pledge that each candidate 
will, if elected, vote for or against ratifica­
tion at the convention. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-5-10. Convention delegates' 
nomination petitions - Political affili­
ation prohibited. - A petition required 
by section 7 [IC 3-10-5-7] of this chapter 
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may not include a candidate's political 
party or political designation. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 6.] 

3-10-5-11. Convention dele~ates' 
nomination petitions - inconsIstent 
candidates prohibited. - A retition 
required by section 7 [IC 3-10-5-7 of this 
chapter may not contain the name of a 
candidate whose position as stated is in­
consistent with that of another candidate 
on the same petition. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-5-12. Convention dele~ates' 
nominating petitions - inconsIstent 
voter signatures prohibited. - A person 
may not sign both a petition for a candi­
date in favor of ratification and a petition 
for a candidate opposed to ratification. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-5-13. Convention delegates' 
nomination petitions and acceptances 
- Filing - Preservation - Public 
inspection. - All petitions and accep­
tances must be filed with the circuit court 
clerk no later than noon thirty (30) days 
before the date of the election. The clerk 
shall preserve the petitions and make 
them available for public inspection. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.10-1988, § 84.] 

3-10-5-14. Selection of convention 
delegate nominees - Plurality vote -
Ties - Circuit court clerk's decision 
final. - The candidates whose nominat­
ing petitions have been signed by the 
highest number of voters are nominated. 
Ties shall be resolved by lot drawn by the 
state election board. If a written objection 
is not filed with the circuit court clerk no 
later than noon ten (10) days after the 
filing, the decision of the clerk is final. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.1O-1988, § 85.] 

3-10-5-15. Selection of convention 
delegate nominees - Objections to 
circuit court clerk's decisions. - If an 
objection to a decision of the circuit court 
clerk is made, the clerk shall immediately 
certify the objection and the petition to the 
secretary of state. The secretary of state 
shall consider the objection, and the secre­
tary's decision is final. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; 
P.L.3-1987, § 179.] 

3-10-5-16. Certification of conven­
tion delegate nominees. - Within fif­
teen (15) days after the petitions have 
been filed with the circuit court clerk, the 
clerk shall certify the names of the suc­
cessful nominees to the secretary of state. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 180.] 

3-10-5-17. Ballots for convention 
delegates - Substance of amendment 
- Voter instructions - Placement of 
nominees. - The election required by 
section 1 [IC 3-10-5-1] of this chapter shall 
be conducted by ballot. The ballot must 
state first the substance of the proposed 
constitutional amendment, followed by ap­
propriate instructions to the voters. The 
ballot then must be in the form prescribed 
by the state election board. The names of 
the nominees in favor of ratification shall 
be placed in the column headed "For 
Ratification". The names of the nominees 
against ratification shall be placed in the 
column headed "Against Ratification". 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 181; 
P.L.3-1993, § 99.] 

3-10-5-18. Ballot for convention del­
egates - Block voting. - The ballot 
prescribed by section 17 [IC 3-10-5-17] of 
this chapter shall be arranged so that a 
voter may, by making a single voting 
mark, vote for an entire group of nominees 
whose names are in one column. 
[P.L.5-1986, 6; P.L.6-1986, § 10; 
P.L.3-1987, § 182.] 

3-10-5-19. [Repealed.] 

3-10-5-20. Ballots for convention 
delegates - Alternating listing of can­
didates. - Each county election board 
shall prepare the ballots in series equal to 
the total number of delegates to be elected. 
The names of the candidates shall be 
arranged in alphabetical order in the first 
series of ballots printed. On the next series 
printed the first name shall be placed last, 
and the process shall be repeated in the 
same manner until each name has been 
first. The ballots shall then be combined in 
tablets with no two (2) of the same order of 
names together, except where there is but 
one (1) candidate in each column and when 
impracticable to do so. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-5-21. Ballots for convention 
delegates - Voter's mark. - A voter 
shall indicate a choice by making one (1) 
or more voting marks in the appropriate 
spaces provided on the ballot. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 6; P.L.6-1986, § 11.] 

3-10-5-22. Selection of convention 
delegates - Plurality vote.":" The nomi­
nees who receive the highest number of 
votes, up to the total number to be chosen, 
are the delegates to the convention pre­
scribed by section 1 [IC 3-10-5-1] of this 
chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 
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3-10-5-23_ Certification of conven­
tion delegates_ - Within ten (10) days 
after the election, each circuit court clerk 
shall certify the election of each delegate 
to the secretary of state. The clerk shall 
also deliver a certificate of election to each 
successful delegate. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-5-24. Filling of convention del­
egate vacancies. - If there is a vacancy 
in the convention prescribed by section 1 
[IC 3-10-5-1] of this chapter, the vacancy 
shall be filled by majority vote of the 
delegates from the county in which the 
vacancy exists. If the convention does not 
have another delegate from that county, 
the governor shall fill the vacancy. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-5-25. Convention - Location­
Time - Quorum. - The delegates certi­
fied under section 23 [IC 3-10-5-23] of this 
chapter shall meet in convention in the 
chamber of the Indiana house of represen­
tatives on the third Monday following the 
election at 2 P.M. to pass upon the ques­
tion of whether or not to ratify the pro­
posed constitutional amendment. A major­
ity of the delegates elected to the conven­
tion constitutes a quorum. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 6.] 

3-10-5-26. Convention - Call -
Oaths. - The lieutenant governor shall 
call the convention to order. A justice of 
the supreme court shall administer the 
oath of office. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-5-27. Convention - Judging 
delegates' qualifications - Election of 
officers - Rules. - The convention: 

(1) Is the judge of the election and 
qualifications of its members; 
(2) May elect its president, secretary, 
and other officers; and 
(3) May adopt its own rules. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-5-28. Convention journal. 
The convention shall keep a journal of its 
proceedings and debates in which the vote 
of each delegate on the question of ratifica­
tion of the proposed constitutional amend­
ment shall be recorded. Upon final ad­
journment the journal shall be filed with 
the secretary of state. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-5-29. Certification of ratifica­
tion of proposed constitutional amend­
ment. - If the convention agrees to the 
ratification of the proposed constitutional 
amendment by majority vote of the dele­
gates elected to the convention, the presi-

dent and secretary of the convention shall 
execute a certificate to that effect and 
transmit it to the secretary of state of 
Indiana. The secretary of state shall trans­
mit the certificate under the official seal of 
the state to the Secretary of State of the 
United States. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-5-30. Constitutional conven-
tion according to congressional man­
date. - If at or about the time of submit­
ting a constitutional amendment, Con­
gress, either in the resolution submitting 
the amendment or by statute, prescribes 
the manner in which the conventions are 
to be constituted and does not except from 
the resolution or statute states that have 
provided for conventions, this chapter is 
inoperative and the convention shall be 
constituted and operate as the resolution 
or statute directs. Each public official of 
this state who is authorized or directed by 
the resolution or statute to take action to 
constitute a convention for this state shall 
act in accordance with it as if acting under 
a statute of this state. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

CHAPTER 6 

MUNICIPAL AND SCHOOL DISTRICT 
ELECTIONS IN CITIES 
AND LARGE TOWNS 

SECTION. 

3-10-6-1. Applicability. 
3-10-6-2. Municipal primary elections - Dates -

Parties required to hold. 
3-10-6-2.5. Terms of office - Towns not adopting 

ordinance under Ie 18-3-1-16(b) 
or P.L.13-1982, § 3. 

3-10-6-2.6. Terms of office - Towns adopting ordi­
nance under Ie IB-3-1-16(b) or 
P.L.13-1982, § 3. 

3-10-6-3. Town trustees primary elections - Dates. 
3-10-6-4. Uncontested nominations. 
3-10-6·5. Municipal elections - Dates - Officials 

to be elected. 
3-10-6-6. Town council elections - Dates. 
3-10-6-7. [Repealed.] 
3-10-6-7.5. Nominee for office - Write-in candidate. 
3-10-6-8. Duties of county election officials and 

parties - Municipal primary and 
general elections. 

3-10-6-9. Duties of county election officials - Elec­
tions in municipalities partially 
in county. 

3-10-6-10. Implementation of Ie 3-10-6-9. 
3-10-6-11. Precinct polls in adjoining precinct. 

3-10-6-1. Applicability_ - This chap­
ter applies to municipal and school district 
elections in the following municipalities: 

(1) All cities. 
(2) Towns having a population of 
three thousand five hundred (3,500) or 
more. 
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(3) Towns located entirely or partially 
within a county having a consolidated 
city, regardless of their population. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.6-1986, § 12; 
P.L.11-1988, § 3; P.L.3-1993, § 100.) 

3-10-6-2. Municipal primary elec­
tions - Dates - Parties required to 
hold. - Except as otherwise provided in 
this chapter, a municipal primary election 
shall be held on the first Tuesday after the 
first Monday in May 1987 and every four 
(4) years thereafter. Each political party 
whose nominee received at least ten per­
cent (10%) of the votes cast in the state for 
secretary of state at the last election shall 
nominate all candidates to be voted for at 
the municipal election to be held in No­
vember. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.) 

3-10-6-2.5. Terms of office - Towns 
not adopting ordinance under IC 
18-3-1-16(b) or P.L.13-1982, § 3. - (a) 
This section does not apply to a town 
located wholly or partially within a county 
having a consolidated city. 

(b) This section applies to a town that 
has not adopted an ordinance: 

(1) Under IC 18-3-1-16(b) (before its 
repeal on September 1, 1981); or 
(2) In 1982 under P.L.13-1982, SEC­
TION 3 (before its expiration on Janu­
ary 1, 1988). 

(c) A town may adopt an ordinance 
during the year preceding a .municipal 
election conducted under sectIOn 2 [IC 
3-10-6-2) of this chapter prescribing the 
length of the term of office for town 
legislative body members elected In the 
municipal election. 

(d) The ordinance must provide that: 
(1) No more than fifty percent (50%) 
of the members will be elected for 
terms of three (3) years beginning at 
noon January 1 following the munici­
pal election under section 2 of this 
chapter; and 
(2) The remainder of the members 
will be elected for terms of four (4) 
years beginning at noon January 1 
following the election. [P.L.11-1988, 
§ 4; P.L.3-1990, § 7.) 

3-10-6-2.6. Terms of office - Towns 
adopting ordinance under IC 
18-3-1-16(b) or P.L.13-1982, § 3. - (a) 
This section does not apply to a town 
located wholly or partially within a county 
having a consolidated city. 

(b) This section applies to a town that 
has adopted an ordinance: 

(1) Under IC 18-3-1-16(b) (before its 
repeal on September 1, 1981); or 

(2) In 1982 under P.L.13-1982, SEC­
TION 3 (before its expiration on Janu­
ary 1, 1988). 

(c) A town may adopt an ordinance 
during a year in which an election of town 
legislative body members, a town clerk­
treasurer or a town judge will not occur 
under sedtion 3 [IC 3-10-6-3) of this chap­
ter. 

(d) The ordinance described in subsec-
tion (c) must provide that: 

(1) The town legislative body mem­
bers, clerk-treasurer, or judge elected 
at the next municipal election not 
conducted in a general election year 
serve terms of one (1) year; and 
(2) The successors of the town legisla­
tive body members, clerk-treasurer, or 
judge described in subdivision (1) 
shall be chosen at the first general 
election following the municipal elec­
tion and serve terms of four (4) years. 
[P.L.11-1988, § 5; P.L.3-1990, § 8.) 

3-10-6-3. Town trustees primary 
elections - Dates. - (a) Notwithstand­
ing section 2 [IC 3-10-6-2) of this chapter, 
in a town that adopted an ordinance under 
IC 18-3-1-16(b) (before its repeal on Sep­
tember 1, 1981), P.L.13-1982, SECTION 3 
(before its expiration on January 1, 1988), 
or section 2.5 [IC 3-10-6-2.5) of this chap­
ter each political party shall, at the pri­
mary election in: 

(1) May 1990 and every four (4) years 
thereafter; and 
(2) May 1991 and every four (4) years 
thereafter; 

nominate candidates for the election to be 
held under section 6(a) [IC 3-10-6-6(a)) of 
this chapter, unless a primary election is 
not required under section 4 [IC 3-10-6-4] 
of this chapter. The primary election shall 
be conducted under this chapter. 

(b) Notwithstanding section 2 of this 
chapter, in a town that adopted an ordi­
nance under section 2.6 [IC 3-10-6-2.6) of 
this chapter each political party shall, at 
the primary election in: 

(1) May 1990 and every four (4) years 
thereafter; and 
(2) May 1992 and every four (4) years 
thereafter; 

nominate candidates for the election to be 
held under section 6(b) [IC 3-1O-6-6(b)) of 
this chapter, unless a primary eledion is 
not required under sectIOn 4 of thIS chap­
ter. The primary election shall be con­
ducted under this chapter. 

(c) Notwithstanding section 2 of this 
chapter, in a town that adopted an ordi­
nance under section 2.6 of thIS chapter 
each political party shall, at the primary 
election in May 1992 and every four (4) 
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years thereafter, nominate candidates for 
the election to be held under section 6(c) 
[IC 3-10-6-6(c)] of this chapter, unless a 
primary election is not required under 
section 4 of this chapter. The primary 
election shall be held under this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.11-1988, § 6; 
P.L.3-1990, § 9.] 

3-10-6-4. Uncontested nominations. 
- (a) Whenever there is no contest in a 
political party for the nomination of a 
candidate or candidates for an office, the 
party may hold a primary election for that 
nomination. 

(b) The county election board of the 
county in which the greatest percentage of 
the population of the municipality is lo­
cated shall certify the names of the candi­
dates for each nomination for which there 
is no contest as though a primary election 
had been held. 

(c) If: 
(1) There is a contest in a precinct in 
any party for a nomination for an 
office; or 
(2) A party has decided to hold a 
primary election for an office under 
subsection (a); 

the name of each candidate of each party 
for that office shall be placed on the 
primary election ballot for that precinct, 
whether or not the candidate is opposed. 

(d) If: 
(1) There is no contest in a precinct in 
any party for a nomination for an 
office; and 
(2) No party has decided to hold a 
primary election for any office under 
subsection (a); 

a primary election may not be held for any 
municipal office in the precinct. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.10-1988, § 86; 
P.L.4-1991, § 3; P.L.3-1993, § 101.] 

3-10-6-5. Municipal elections 
Dates - Officials to be elected. 
Except as otherwise provided in this chap­
ter, a municipal election shall be held on 
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in 
November 1987 and every four (4) years 
thereafter. At the election public officials 
shall be elected to each municipal and 
school board office. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-6-6. Town council elections -
Dates. - (a) Notwithstanding section 5 
[IC 3-10-6-5] of this chapter, a town that 
adopted an ordinance under IC 
18-3-1-16(b) (before its repeal on Septem­
ber 1, 1981), P.L.13-1982, SECTION 3 
(before its expiration on January 1, 1988), 
or section 2.5 [IC 3-10-6-2.5] of this chap­
ter shall: 

(1) At the general election in N ovem­
ber 1990 and every four (4) years 
thereafter; and 
(2) At the municipal election in No­
vember 1991 and every four (4) years 
thereafter; 

elect town council members for terms of 
four (4) years to those offices whose terms 
expire at noon January 1 following the 
election, as provided in IC 36-5-2-3. The 
election shall be conducted under this 
chapter. 

(b) Notwithstanding section 5 of this 
chapter, a town that adopted an ordinance 
under section 2.6 [IC 3-10-6-2.6] of this 
chapter shall: 

(1) At the general election in Novem­
ber 1990 and every four (4) years 
thereafter; and 
(2) At the general election in N ovem­
ber 1992 and every four (4) years 
thereafter; 

elect town council members for terms of 
four (4) years to those offices whose terms 
expire at noon January 1 of the following 
year. The election shall be conducted un­
der this chapter. 

(c) Notwithstanding section 5 of this 
chapter, a town that adopted an ordinance 
under section 2.6 of this chapter shall, at 
the general election in November 1992 and 
every four (4) years thereafter, elect a 
town clerk-treasurer and town court judge 
(if a town court has been established under 
IC 33-10.1-1-3) to those offices whose 
terms expire at noon January 1 of the 
following year. The election shall be con­
duc~ed under this c~apter. [P.L.5-1986: 
§ 6, P.L.5-1988, § 3, P.L.11-1988, § 7, 
P.L.8-1989, § 6; P.L.3-1990, § 10; 
P.L.4-1991, § 55.] 

3-10-6-7. [Repealed.] 

3-10-6-7.5. Nominee for office -
Write-in candidate. - (a) Subject to 
subsection (b), an election may not be held 
for a municipal office if: 

(1) There is only one (1) nominee for 
the office; and 
(2) No person has filed a declaration 
of intent to be a write-in candidate for 
the office under IC 3-8-2-2.5. 

(b) If there is an election for any office 
in the municipality, all nominees for each 
office must be on the ballot. [P.L.8-1992, 
§ 12.] 

3-10-6-8. Duties of county election 
officials and parties - Municipal pri­
mary and general elections. - The 
county election board, county executive, 
circuit court clerk, and members of politi­
cal parties in each county in which a 
municipal primary election or municipal 
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election will be held have the rights and 
shall perform the duties and furnish the 
assistance that they are required to do for 
a primary and general election under IC 
3-10-1 and IC 3-11-8. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; 
P.L.10-1992, § 20.] 

3-10-6-9. Duties of county election 
officials - Elections in municipalities 
partially in county. - In accordance 
with IC 3-11-1.5 and to the extent applica­
ble and feasible, the circuit court clerk, the 
county fiscal body, the county executive, 
and the county election board of each 
county in which there are voters who may 
vote in a municipal election, but who live 
in a county adjacent to the county in which 
the greatest percentage of the population 
of the municipality resides, shall: 

(1) Upon written request of their 
counterpart election officers in the 
county with the greatest percentage of 
the population of the municipality, 
establish precincts for municipal elec­
tion purposes; and 
(2) Supply the precincts established 
with poll lists and perform all other 
duties under this title as if the voters 
were inhabitants of a municipality 
with the greatest percentage of its 
population within that county. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.10-1988, § 87; 
P.L.13-1988, § 7.] 

3-10-6-10. Implementation of Ie 
3-10-6-9. - The state election board shall, 
if necessary, implement section 9 [IC 
3-10-6-9] of this chapter by orders and 
rules. Local governments may use IC 
36-1-7 for contractual agreements concern­
ing the costs of services, supplies, and 
equipment required. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-6-11. Precinct polls in adjoin­
ing precinct. - If a precinct is wholly or 
partly in a municipality, the executive of 
the county that contains the greatest per­
centage of the population of the municipal­
ity may designate the polls for the precinct 
to be at the polls for an adjoining precinct, 
usin~ the precinct election board of the 
adjoming precinct. [P.L.3-1987, § 184; 
P.L.10-1988, § 88.] 

CHAPTER 7 

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS IN SMALL TOWNS 

SECTION. 

3·10-7·1. Applicability. 
3-10-7-2. Conduct of elections - Town elections not 

coinciding with general elections. 
3-10-7-2.5. Adoption of ordinance under Ie 3-10-6-2.5 

or IC 3·10·6-2.6. 

SECTION. 

3-10-7-3. Conduct of elections - Town council elec­
tions coinciding with general elec­
tion. 

3-10-7-4. Conduct of elections - Town and county 
election board agreements. 

3-10-7-5. Conduct of elections - Towns in county. 
3-10-7-5.5. Population less than 500 - Municipal 

election. 
3-10-7-6. Dates of elections. 
3-10-7-7. Town election boards - Membership. 
3-l0-7-S. Town election boards - Appointment of 

members. 
3-10-7-9. Town election boards - Term, removal 

and replacement of members. 
3-10-7-10. Town election boards - Filling vacancies. 
3-10-7-11. Town election boards - Officers. 
3-10-7-12. Town election boards - Call of meetings. 
3-10-7-13. Town election boards - Minutes - Vot-

ing records. 
3-10-7-14. Town election boards - Supervision of 

elections. 
3-10-7-15. Deputy election commissioners. 
3-10-7-16. Town election boards - Clerks, custo­

dians and other employees. 
3-10-7-17. Election materials, supplies and equip­

ment. 
3-10-7-18. Town election boards - Audits of books. 
3-10-7-19. Town marshal to assist town election 

board. 
3-10-7-20. Town election boards - Compensation of 

members. 
3-10-7-21. Town election boards - Powers, duties, 

etc. 
3-10-7-22. Precinct election boards - Members. 
3-10-7-23. Precinct election boards - Powers, duties, 

etc. 
3-10-7-24. Poll clerks - Assistant poll clerks. 
3-10-7-25. Election sheriffs. 
3-10-7-26. Precinct inspectors. 
3-10-7-27. Judges, election sheriffs, poll clerks, and 

assistant poll c1erks - Nomina­
tions. 

3-10-7-28. Judges, election sheriffs, poll c1erks, and 
assistant poll clerks - Nominees 
to be appointed - Vacancies. 

3-10-7-29. Challengers - Pollbook holders. 
3-10-7-30. Registered voter lists. 
3-1O-7-3l. Furnishing of election equipment by 

county election boards. 
3-10·7-32. Voting methods. 
3-10-7-33. Canvassing of vote. 
3-10-7-34. Certificates of election. 
3-10-7-35. Appeal of election decisions. 

3-10-7-1. Applicability. - This chap­
ter applies to municipal elections in towns 
having a population of less than three 
thousand five hundred (3,500) that are not 
located entirely or partially within a 
county having .a consolidated city: 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6, P.L.6-1986, § 13, 
P.L.1l-1988, § 8.] 

3-10-7-2. Conduct of elections -
Town elections not coinciding with 
general elections. - Except as provided 
in sections 4, 5, and 5.5 [IC 3-10-7-4, IC 
3-10-7-5, and IC 3-10-7-5.5] of this chapter. 
the town election board established under 
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this chapter shall conduct elections for 
town offices that do not coincide with a 
general election. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; 
P.L.3-1993, § 102.] 

3-10-7-2.5. Adoption of ordinance 
under IC 3-10-6-2.5 or IC 3-10-6-2_6. -
(a) This section does not apply to a town 
located wholly or partially within a county 
having a consolidated city. 

(b) A town may adopt an ordinance: 
(1) Under IC 3-10-6-2.5, if the town 
has not adopted an ordinance under IC 
18-3-1-16(b) (before its repeal on Sep­
tember 1, 1981) or P.L.13-1982, SEC­
TION 3 (before its expiration on Janu­
ary 1, 1988); or 
(2) Under IC 3-10-6-2.6, if the town 
has adopted an ordinance under IC 
18-3-1-16(b) (before its repeal on Sep­
tember 1, 1981) or P.L.13-1982, SEC­
TION 3 (before its expiration on Janu­
ary 1, 1988). [P.L.11-1988, § 9; 
P.L.3-1990, § 11.] 

3-10-7-3. Conduct of elections -
Town council elections coinciding with 
general election. - If a town has estab­
lished staggered terms for its town council, 
the county election board shall conduct a 
municipal election in that town that coin­
cides with a general election. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 6; P.L.8-1989, § 7.] 

3-10-7-4. Conduct of elections -
Town and county election board 
agreements. - A county election board 
and a town may enter into a written 
agreement providing that the county elec­
tion board will conduct a municipal elec­
tion in the town. However, a town that 
enters into such an agreement shall con­
tinue to nominate candidates by conven­
tion conducted under IC 3-8-5 or by peti­
tion filed under IC 3-8-6. An agreement 
may not be entered into after July 1 of a 
year in which a municipal election is to be 
held in the town. A county election board 
that enters into an agreement under this 
section shall conduct the municipal elec­
tion in the same manner as it conducts a 
general election in a town that has a 
population of three thousand five hundred 
(3,500) or more. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; 
P.L.6-1986, § 14.] 

3-10-7-5. Conduct of elections -
Towns in county. - The county election 
board shall conduct a municipal election in 
a town that is located in a county having a 
consolidated city. The county election 
board shall conduct the municipal election 
in the same manner as it conducts a 
consolidated city election. However, a 

town that is subject to this section is not 
required to reimburse the county for any of 
the expenses of conducting a municipal 
election. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-7·5.5. Population less than 500 
- Municipal election. - (a) The county 
election board shall conduct a municipal 
election in a town that has a population of 
less than five hundred (500) unless the 
town legislative body adopts a resolution 
during the period: 

(1) Beginning January 1; and 
(2) Ending April 1; 

before the municipal election to establish a 
town election board under this chapter to 
conduct the municipal election. 

(b) The town clerk-treasurer must file a 
copy of the resolution with the circuit 
court clerk of the county having the great­
est percentage of the population of the 
town before May 1 after the resolution is 
adopted. 

(c) A resolution adopted under this sec­
tion expires December 31 after its adop­
tion. [P.L.3-1993, § 103.] 

3-10-7-6. Dates of elections. - (a) A 
municipal election conducted under this 
chapter shall be held at the time pre­
scribed by Ie 3-10-6. 

(b) Subject to subsection (c), an election 
may not be held for a municipal office if: 

(1) There is only one (1) nominee for 
the office; and 
(2) No person has filed a declaration 
of intent to be a write-in candidate for 
the office under IC 3-8-2-2.5. 

(c) If there is an election for any office in 
the municipality, all nominees for each 
office must be on the ballot. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 6; P.L.11-1987, § 4; P.L.4-1991, § 56; 
P.L.8-1992, § 13.] 

3-10-7-7. Town election boards -
Membership. - (a) A town election board 
consisting of three (3) members is estab­
lished in each town except a town that: 

(1) Has entered into an agreement 
with the county election board under 
section 4 [IC 3-10-7-4] of this chapter; 
(2) Is located in a county having a 
consolidated city; or 
(3) Has a population of less than five 
hundred (500) and has not adopted 
and filed a resolution under section 
5.5 [IC 3-10-7-5.5] of this chapter. 

(b) The town clerk-treasurer shall serve 
as an ex officio member of the board and 
shall appoint one (1) member from each of 
the major political parties of the county. 
However, except for the town clerk-trea­
surer, a member may not be a public 
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official or a candidate for elected office. 
[P.L.5·1986, § 6; P.L.3·1993, § 104.] 

3·10·7·8. Town election boards 
Appointment of members. - Appoint. 
ments under section 7 [IC 3·10·7·7] of this 
chapter shall be made by noon August 1 of 
each year in which a municipal election is 
to be held. If the county chairman of either 
major political party of the county that 
contains the greatest percentage of the 
population of the town nominates in writ· 
ing a member of the chairman's party for 
appointment before that time, the town 
clerk·treasurer shall appoint the nominee. 
If a county chairman fails to make a 
nomination by noon August 1 of a year, 
the town clerk·treasurer shall, by noon 
August 6, appoint a member of the party 
entitled to the appointment. [P.L.5·1987, 
§ 6; P.L.3·1986, § 185; P.L.10·1988, § 89.] 

3·10·7·9. Town election boards -
Term, removal and replacement of 
members. - Town election board memo 
bers serve until their successors are ap~ 
pointed and qualified. However, the town 
clerk·treasurer shall remove and replace a 
member upon the request of the county 
chairman of the member's political party 
entitled to nominate that member under 
section 8 [IC 3·10·7·8] of this chapter. The 
town clerk·treasurer shall appoint in the 
person's place. a new member nominate~ 
by the chaIrman. [P.L.5·1986, § 6, 
P.L.10·1988, § 90.] 

3·10·7·10. Town election boards -
Filling vacancies. - In case of death or 
disability of either appointed town election 
board member, the town clerk·treasurer 
shall notify the county chairman of the 
member's political party entitled to nomi· 
nate that member under section 8 [IC 
3·10·7·8] of this chapter. The chairman 
may, within five (5) days after notice of the 
vacancy, nominate in writing a successor 
who shall be appointed. [P.L.5·1986, § 6; 
P.L.1O·1988, § 91.] 

3·10·7·11. Town election boards -
Officers. - The members of a town elec. 
tion board shall select one (1) of the 
appointed members to serve as chairman. 
The town clerk·treasure shall serve as 
secretary of the board. [P.L.5·1986, § 6.] 

3·10·7·12. Town election boards -
Call of meetings. - A town election 
board shall hold meetings on call of the 
chairman whenever necessary to perform 
its duties. If the chairman refuses, fails, or 
is unable to call a meeting, the two (2) 

remaining members may meet to perform 
the duties of the board. [P.L.5·1986, § 6.] 

3·10·7·13. Town election boards -
Minutes - Voting records. - Minutes 
of all town election board meetings and a 
record of the aye and nay vote of each 
member on all questions coming before the 
board shall be kept. [P.L.5·1986, § 6.] 

3·10·7·14. Town election boards -
Supervision of elections. - A town 
election board shall conduct all elections 
for town offices that do not coincide with 
general elections and administer the elec· 
tion laws at those elections. [P.L.5·1986, 
§ 6.] 

3·10·7·15. Deputy election commis· 
sioners. - (a) A town election board may 
appoint and at its pleasure remove deputy 
election commissioners. A deputy election 
commissioner appointed under this section 
must reside in the town of the election 
board that appointed the deputy commis· 
sioner. If a deputy election commissioner 
ceases to be a resident of the town of the 
election board that appointed the deputy 
election commissioner, the person may not 
continue to serve as a deputy election 
commissioner of the town. 

(b) The county chairman of each major 
political party entitled to nominate a 
member of the town election board under 
section 8 [IC 3·10·7·8] of this chapter shall 
designate one· half (1/2) of the deputy com· 
missioners. Deputy election commissioners 
may assist the town election board in 
carrying out its duties in accordance with 
the rules adopted by the board. 
[P.L.5·1986, § 6; P.L.1O·1988, § 92; 
P.L.5·1989, § 42.] 

3·10·7·16. Town election boards -
Clerks, custodians and other ern· 
ployees. - A town election board may 
appoint and at its pleasure remove clerks, 
custodians, and other employees that are 
necessary to execute its powers. The board 
may prescribe the duties, fix the rank, and 
fix the salaries of its appointees. 
[P.L.5·198B, § 6.] 

3·10·7·17. Election materials, sup· 
plies and equipment. - All materials, 
supplies, and equipment that are to be 
paid for out of the town treasury shall be 
purchased as provided by statute and paid 
upon claims filed with the town clerk· 
treasurer. The town election board must 
verify and approve the claims. [P.L.5·1986, 
§ 6.] 
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3-10-7-18. Town election boards -
Audits of books. - The books of a town 
election board shall be audited as are those 
of other town officials. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-7-19. Town marshal to assist 
town election board. - The town mar­
shal, whenever called upon by a town 
election board, shall assist the board in the 
enforcement of the election laws and the 
discharge of its duties. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-7-20. Town election boards -
Compensation of members. - The town 
legislative body shall determine the com­
pensation of each appointed member of a 
town election board. The town legislative 
body shall fix the compensation in the 
same manner as it fixes salaries. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10·7-21. Town election boards -
Powers, duties, etc. - Except as other­
wise provided in this chapter, a town 
election board conducting a municipal 
election under this chapter has the same 
powers and duties, and is subl'ect to the 
same qualifications and pena ties, as a 
county election board that is conducting a 
general election. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-7-22. Precinct election boards 
- Members. - (a) A town election board 
shall appoint a precinct election board for 
each precinct in the town. 

(b) If a precinct is wholly or partly in 
the town, the town election board may 
designate the polls for the precinct to be at 
the polls for an adjoining precinct, using 
the precinct election board of the adjoining 
precinct. 

of: 
(c) Each precinct election board consists 

(1) One (1) inspector; and 
(2) Two (2) judges of opposite political 
parties. 

The members of a precinct election board 
must be voters who reside in the town. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.6-1986, § 15; 
P.L.3-1987, § 186.] 

3-10-7-23. Precinct election boards 
- Powers, duties, etc. - Except as 
otherwise provided in this chapter, a pre­
cinct election board for a municipal elec­
tion has the same powers and duties, and 
is subject to the same qualifications and 
penalties, as a precinct election board 
appointed for a general election under IC 
3-6-6-1. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-7-24. Poll clerks - Assistant 
poll clerks. - A town election board shall 

appoint two (2) poll clerks, and may ap­
point two (2) assistant poll clerks, of 
opposite political parties for each precinct 
in the town. Except as otherwise provided 
in this chapter, the poll clerks and assis­
tant poll clerks have the same powers and 
duties, and are subject to the same qualifi­
cations and renalties, as poll clerks and 
assistant pol clerks appointed for a gen­
eral election under Ie 3-6-6-2 and IC 
3-6-6-3. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3·10-7-25. Election sheriffs. - (a) A 
town election board shall appoint two (2) 
election sheriffs of opposite political par­
ties for each precinct in the town. Except 
as otherwise provided in this chapter, the 
election sheriffs have the same powers and 
duties, and are subject to the same qualifi­
cations and penalties, as election sheriffs 
appointed for a general election under IC 
3-6-6-5. 

(b) A town election board may adopt a 
resolution providing that the judges of 
each precinct that: 

(1) Is located wholly or partially in 
the town; and 
(2) Will contain no more than two 
hundred fifty (250) registered voters 
on municipal election day; 

shall perform the duties and have the 
rights of the election sheriffs of the pre­
cinct. This resolution remains in effect 
until repealed by the town election board. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1993, § 105.] 

3-10-7-26. Precinct inspectors. 
The appointed member of a town election 
board who represents the major political 
party whose nominee received the highest 
number of votes in the county for secretary 
of state at the last election may nominate 
one (1) person to serve as inspector for 
each precinct in the town. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 6.] 

3-10-7-27. Judges, election sheriffs, 
poll clerks, and assistant poll clerks -
Nominations. - Each of the appointed 
members of a town election board may 
nominate: 

(1) One (1) person to serve as a judge; 
(2) One (1) person to serve as an 
election sheriff, except in a precinct 
subject to a resolution adopted under 
section 25 [IC 3-10-7-25] of this chap­
ter 
(3)' One (1) person to serve as a poll 
clerk; and 
(4) One (1) person to serve as an 
assistant poll clerk, if assistant poll 
clerks are to be appointed; 

for each precinct in the town. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 6; P.L.3-1993, § 106.] 
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3-10-7-28_ Judges, election sheriffs, 
poll clerks, and assistant poll clerks -
Nominees to be appointed - Vacan­
cies_ - A town election board shall ap­
point the persons who are nominated un­
der sections 26 and 27 [IC 3-10-7-26 and 
3-10-7-27] of this chapter. A vacancy in an 
office shall be filled by an appointment 
made upon the recommendation of the 
board member who nominated the original 
officer. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-7-29_ Challengers - Pollbook 
holders. - Each political party that has a 
candidate on the bal10t in a municipal 
election under this chapter may appoint 
one (1) chal1enger and one (1) pol1book 
holder for each precinct in the town. These 
persons have the same powers and duties, 
and are subject to the same qualifications 
and penalties, as chal1engers and pol1book 
holders appointed under IC 3-6-7-l. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-7-30. Registered voter lists. -
The circuit court clerk or board of registra­
tion shal1 prepare copies of the list of 
registered voters for each precinct in the 
town at least ten (10) days before a munici­
pal election under this chapter. The lists 
must include the full name, address, and 
assigned identification number of each 
voter. Two (2) copies of the list shal1 be 
presented to the town election board for 
use at the polls on election day. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-7-31. Furnishing of election 
equipment by county election boards. 
- Upon request of a town election board, 
the county election board of each county in 
which the town is located shall furnish any 
available equipment that is necessary for a 
municipal election, including voting ma­
chines, ballot card voting systems, and 
electronic voting systems. The town shal1 
pay the expense of moving the equipment 
to and from the polls and for any loss of or 
damage to the equipment. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 6; P.L.3-1987, § 187; P.L.10-1988, § 93.] 

3-10-7-32. Voting methods. - A town 
election board shal1 determine what voting 
method will be used in a municipal elec­
tion. The town election board and its 
precinct election officers shal1 perform the 
duties of the county election board and its 
precinct election officers under IC 3-11 for 
each voting method used. The town elec­
tion board shal1 prepare the bal10ts in the 
form prescribed by IC 3-11-2 and distrib­
ute them to the precincts in the town. 
lP.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 188.] 

3-10-7-33. Canvassing of vote. - A 
town election board shall canvass the votes 
from a municipal election in the manner 
prescribed by IC 3-12-4. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-7-34. Certificates of election. -
(a) After completing the canvass of votes 
under section 33 [IC 3-10-7-33] of this 
chapter, a town election board shall make 
out a certificate: 

(1) Designating each office and public 
question; 
(2) Stating the number of votes: 

(A) Each candidate has received; 
and 
(B) Cast for or against each public 
question; and 

(3) Declaring: 
(A) The candidate receiving the 
highest number of votes for each 
office to be elected; and 
(B) The local public question ap­
proved or rejected if the question 
was placed on the bal10t by the town 
election board. 

(b) The town election board shall 
present the certificate to the town clerk­
treasurer, who may, upon the request of 
the candidate or a person entitled to 
request a recount of the votes cast on a 
public question, issue a: 

(1) Certificate of election to each per­
son elected; or 
(2) Certificate declaring the local pub­
lic question approved or rejected. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.1O-1988, § 94; 
P.L.4-1991, § 57.] 

3-10-7-35. Appeal of election deci­
sions. - Any voter of a town who dis­
agrees with a decision of the town clerk­
treasurer or the town election board under 
this chapter may appeal the decision to the 
county election board by noon August 7 
before a municipal election under this 
chapter. The appeal must be in the form of 
a brief written statement setting forth the 
grounds of the appeal, together with any 
documents relevant to the matter. The 
county election board shal1 render a deci­
sion on the appeal within ten (10) days 
after it receives the statement. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 189.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 8 

SPECIAL ELECTIONS 

3-10-8-1. Situations requiring special elections. 
3-10-8-2. Vacancies in local offices. 
3-10-8-3. Writ ordering election. 
3-10-8-4. Notice of election. 
3-10-8·5. General election laws applicable - Nomi­

nation of candidates. 
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SECTION. 
3-10-8-6. Special elections in political subdivisions. 
3-10-8-7. Vacancy for office of United States Sena-

tor. 
3-1O-8-B. Elections ordered under Ie 3-12-8-17 or 3-

12-11-18. 
3-10-8-9. Court-ordered special election. 

3-10-8-1. Situations requiring spe­
cial elections. - A special election shall 
be held in the following cases: 

(1) Whenever two (2) or more candi­
dates for a federal, state, legislative, 
circuit, or school board office receive 
the highest and an equal number of 
votes for the office, except as provided 
in Article 5, Section 5 of the Constitu­
tion of the State ofIndiana or in IC 20. 
(2) Whenever a vacancy occurs in the 
office of United States Senator, as 
provided in IC 3-13-3-1. 
(3) Whenever a vacancy occurs in the 
office of United States Representative 
unless the vacancy occurs less than 
thirty (30) days before a general elec­
tion. 
(4) Whenever a vacancy occurs in any 
local office the filing of which is not 
otherwise provided by law. 
(5) Whenever required by law for a 
public question. 
(6) Whenever ordered by a court un­
der IC 3-12-8-17 or the state recount 
commISSIOn under IC 3-12-11-18. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 190; 
P.L. 10-1989, § 1.] 

3-10-8-2. Vacancies in local offices. 
- A vacancy in a local office to be filled 
under this chapter shall be filled for the 
unexpired term unless prohibited by the 
Constitution of the State of Indiana. How­
ever, if it will not be necessary to exercise 
the functions of the office before the expi­
ration of the term in which the vacancy 
exists or will occur, it is not necessary to 
fill the vacancy. [P.L.5-1986, § 6.] 

3-10-8-3. Writ ordering election. 
(a) The governor, court, or state recount 
commission shall order a special election 
under this chapter by issuing a writ of 
election directed to the circuit court clerk 
of each county wholly or partially within 
the election district. 

(b) The writ must specify: 
(1) The election district in which the 
election is to be held; 
(2) The cause and object of the elec­
tion; 
(3) The name of the person whose 
office is vacant~ and 
(4) The day on which the election will 
be held. 

(c) A special election to be held in an 
election district situated in two (2) or more 
counties shall be held on the same day in 
each county. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.1O-1989, 
§ 2.] 

3-10-8-4. Notice of election. - (a) 
Each circuit court clerk who receives a 
writ ordering a special election shall im­
mediately publish under the proper politi­
cal party or independent candidate desig­
nation: 

(1) The title of office; 
(2) The names and addresses of all 
persons for whom nomination papers 
have been filed; 
(3) The date of the election; and 
(4) the hours during which the polls 
will be open. 

(b) The clerk shall publish this notice in 
accordance with IC 5-3-1. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; 
P.L.10-1988, § 95; P.L.3-1993, § 107.] 

3-10-8-5. General election laws ap­
plicable - Nomination of candidates. 
- (a) Special elections are governed by 
other provisions of this title as far as 
applicable. 

(b) Except as provided in section 7 [IC 
3-10-8-7] of this chapter, IC 3-12-8-17, or 
IC 3-12-11-18, candidates in special elec­
tions shall be nominated in the same 
manner as candidates are nominated: 

(1) To fill vacancies on the ballot 
under IC 3-13-1; or 
(2) Under IC 3-8-6, if a candidate does 
not intend to affiliate with a regular 
political party or represents a political 
party not qualified to nominate candi­
dates at a primary election or by 
convention. [P.L.5-1986, § 6; 
P.L.1O-1989, § 3.] 

3-10-8-6. Special elections in politi­
cal subdivisions. - (a) Except as pro­
vided in subsection (b) or (c), if a special 
election is held at a time other than the 
time of a general election, the election 
shall be held in accordance with this title. 
Each county election board and other local 
public official who is required to perform 
any duties in connection with a general 
election shall perform the same duties for 
the special election, subject to the same 
provisions and penalties as for a general 
election. 

(b) If a special election is held under a 
court order under IC 3-12-8 or for a local 
public question, the county election board 
may provide that several precincts may 
vote in the special election at the same 
polling place, if the county election board 
finds by unanimous vote of the entire 
membership of the board that the consoli-
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dation of polling places will not result in 
undue inconvenience to voters. 

(c) If a special election is held under a 
court order under IC 3-12-8 for a school 
board office or for a local public question, 
the county election board may by unani­
mous vote of the entire membership of the 
board provide that each precinct election 
board will include only one (1) judge, one 
(1) sheriff, and one (1) poll clerk. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1989, § 7; 
P.L.3-1993, § 108.] 

3-10-8-7. Vacancy for office of 
United States Senator. - A candidate 
for the office of United States Senator in a 
special election held to fill a vacancy in 
accordance with IC 3-13-3-1 shall be nomi­
nated: 

(1) At a primary election held under 
IC 3-10-1, if the vacancy occurs no 
later than noon seventy (70) days 
before the primary election; 
(2) As provided in IC 3-13-1-3, if the 
vacancy occurs after noon on the sev­
entieth day before a primary election 
held under IC 3-10-1; or 
(3) Under IC 3-8-6, if a candidate is 
an independent candidate or repre­
sents a political party not qualified to 
nominate candidates at a primary 
election. [P.L.10-1989, § 4; 
P.L.3-1993, § 109.] 

3-10-S·S. Elections ordered under 
IC 3·12·8·17 or 3·12·11·1S. - (a) A special 
election ordered by: 

(1) A court under IC 3-12-8-17; or 
(2) The state recount commission un­
der IC 3-12-11-18; 

shall be held on the ninth Tuesday after 
the court or commission enters an order 
requiring an election. 

(b) The names of all candidates for a 
contested office must appear on the ballot 
in the special election held under this 
section unless a candidate vacancy has 
occurred. 

(c) A special election held under this 
section may be held in all or part of an 
election district, as specified in an order 
by: 

(1) A court under IC 3-12·8-17; or 
(2) The state recount commission un­
der IC 3-12·11-18. 

[P.L.10·1989, § 5.] 

3·10·S·9. Court·ordered speCial elec· 
tion. - (a) This section applies when a 
special election is ordered by a court under 
IC 3-12-S-17 or the state recount commis­
sion under IC 3-12-11-18. 

(b) If the special election occurs during 
the period when registration is open under 

IC 3-7-3·5, the election board conducting 
the election shall provide poll lists for use 
at the precincts that include the names of 
voters in the precinct who have registered 
through the twenty-ninth day before the 
special election is to be conducted. 

(c) A candidate may not be placed on the 
special election ballot unless the candidate 
was on the ballot or was a declared write­
in candidate for the office at the general 
election preceding the special election. 

(d) The restrictions on the sale of alco­
holic beverages set forth in IC 7.1-5·10-1 
apply in each precinct in which the special 
election is conducted. [P.L.3-1993, § no.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 9 
LOCAL PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

3-10-9-1. Applicability. 
3-10-9-2. Placing question on ballot. 
3-10-9-3. Certification. 
3·10·9·4. Form. 
3-10-9-5. Statutory authorization required. 
3-10-9-6. Petition to state day of election - Limita-

tion. 

3·10-9·1. Applicability. - This chap­
ter applies to voting on aU local public 
questions. [P.L.3-1987, § 191.] 

3·10·9·2. Placing question on ballot. 
- The: 

(1) County election board of each 
county included in the election district 
voting on the public question; or 
(2) Town election board if a public 
question is to be voted on at an 
election conducted by a town election 
board; 

shall place the public question on the 
ballot in accorda~ce with this chapter. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 191, P.LA-1991, § 58.1 

3·10·9·3. Certification. - If a local 
public question must be certified to an 
election board by law, that certification 
must occur no later than noon: 

(1) Sixty (60) days before a primary 
election if the public question is to be 
placed on the primary or municipal 
primary election ballot; or 
(2) August 1 if the public question is 
to be placed on the general or munici· 
pal election ballot. [P.L.3-1987, § 191; 
P.L.10-1988, § 96; P.LA-1991, § 59.] 

3·10·9-4. Form. - The public question 
shall be placed on the ballot in substan­
tially the following form: 

(The explanatory text for the public 
question, if required by law): 

"Shall (insert public question)?" 
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DYES 
D NO 

[P.L.3-1987, § 191.] 

3-10-9-5. Statutory authorization re­
quired. - A local public question may not 
be placed on the ballot at an election 
unless the placement of the local !,ublic 
question on the ballot at the electIOn IS 
expressly authorized by statute. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 191; P.L.1O-1988, § 97.] 

3-10-9-6. Petition to state day of 
election - Limitation. - If a statute 
requires the submission of a petition for 
the placement of a local public question on 
the ballot, the petition must state the day 
of the election for which the petitioners 
seek the placement of the question on the 
ballot. A petition is not valid for the 
placement of the public question on the 
ballot on any other election day. 
[P.L.10-1988, § 98.] 

ARTICLE 11 

VOTING 'METHODS, SUPPLIES, AND 
EQUIPMENT 

CHAPTER. 

1. [REPEALED.] 
1.5. PRECINCTS, 3·11·1.5·1 - 3-11-1.5-36. 
2. FORM OF PAPER BALLOTS, 3-11-2-1 - 3-11-2-16. 
3. DISTRIBUTION OF BALLOTS AND OTHER SUPPLIES, 

3·11-3-1 - 3-11-3·35. 
4. ELIGIBILITY AND ApPLICATION FOR ABSENTEE BAL­

LOT, 3-11·4-1 - 3-11-4-22. 
4.5. VOTING SYSTEMS ADVISORY COMMI'M'EE, 

3-11-4.5-1 - 3-11-4.5-10. 
5. ApPROVAL OF VOTING MACHINES, 3-11-5-1 -

3-11-5-26. 
6. FUND FOR PURCHASE OF VOTING MACHINES AND 

SYSTEMS, 3-11-6·1 - 3·11-6-14. 
7. ApPROVAL OF BALWT CARD VOTING SYSTEMS, 

3-11·7-1 - 3-11-7·19. 
7.5. APPROVAL OF ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS, 

3-11-7.5-1 - 3-11-7.5-28. 
8. VOTING PROCEDURES GENERALLY, 3-11-8-1 

3·11·8-33. 
9. ASSISTANCE TO CERTAIN VOTERS, 3-11-9-1 

3-11-9-4. 
10. VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT, 3-11-10-1 

3-11-10·39. 
11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

VOTING BY PAPER BALLOT, 3-11·11-1 
3-11·11-19. 

VOTING BY VOTING MACHINE, 3-11-12-1 
3-11-12-39. 

VOTING BY BAUOT CARD VOTING 

3-11-13-1 - 3-11·13·44. 
VOTING BY ELECTRONIC VOTING 

3·11-14-1 - 3-11-14-34. 

CHAPTER 1 
ELECTION PRECINCTS 

SYSTEM, 

SYSTEM, 

3-11-1-1 - 3-11-1-21. [Repealed.] 

CHAPTER 1.5 

PRECINCTS 

SECTION. 
3-11-1.5-1. "Establishing a precinct" defined. 
3·11-1.5-2. Establishment. 
3-11-1.5-3. Maximum voters in precinct. 
3-11-1.5-3.2. Waiver of requirements imposed by Ie 

3-11-1.5-3. 
3-11-1.5-3.5. Precincts on university campuses. 
3-11-1.5-4. Boundaries not to be crossed. 
3-11-1.5-5. Boundaries to be followed. 
3-11-1.5-6. Inclusion of territory not included in 

precinct. 
3-11-1.5-7. Territory included in more than one 

precinct. 
3-11-1.5-8. Precincts including territory of more 

than one entity listed in Ie 
3-11-1.5-4. 

3-11-1.5-9. Boundaries following a visible feature­
Exemption. 

3·11-1.5·10. Exception to IC 3-11-1.5-4. 
3-11-1.5-11. Uniformity of precincts established for 

general or municipal election and 
for primary election. 

3-11-1.5-12. Combination of precincts after primary 
election. 

3·11-1.5-13. (Repealed.1 
3-11-1.5-14. Submission of proposed precinct estab-

lishment order. 
3-11-1.5-15. Contents of proposed order. 
3-11-1.5-16. Legal descriptions in proposed order. 
3-11-1.5-17. Examination of proposed order. 
3-11-1.5-18. Approval by executive director. 
3-11-1.5-19. Determination of noncompliance with 

chapter. 
3-11-1.5-20. Amendment of proposed order - Ex­

emption. 
3-11-1.5-20.5. Precincts in noncompliance with 

boundary standards - Exemption 
from standards - Hearing on 
exemption request - Amendment 
of proposed precinct establish­
ment order. 

3-11-1.5-21. Resubmission of proposed order - Hear­
ing. 

3-11-1.5-22. Issuance of order. 
3-11-1.5-23. Filing copy of order with executive direc­

tor. 
3-11-1.5-24. Approval by state election board -

Effective date. 
3-11-1.5-25. Periods during which order may not 

become effective. 
3-11-1.5-26. Notice to county executive. 
3-11-1.5-27. Notice of approval by pUblication. 
3-11-1.5-28. Contents of notice. 
3-11-1.5-29. Filing copy of order with circuit court 

clerk or board of registration -
Filing copy of notice with execu­
tive director. 

3-11-1.5-30. Precinct crossing city boundary - Sub­
mission of proposed precinct es­
tablishment order. 

3-11-1.5-31. Action on proposed precinct establish-
ment order. 

3-11-1.5-32. Change of boundaries. 
3-11-1.5-33. Extension of municipal boundaries. 
3-11-1.5-34. Renaming or renumbering precincts. 
3-11-1.5-35. Precinct boundary violation - Precinct 

establishment order issued by 
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SECTION. 
state election board - Order re-
quirements. 

3-11-1.5-36. Delegation of county executive's respon­
sibilities. 

3·11·1.5·1. "Establishing a precinct" 
defined. - As used in this chapter, "es· 
tablishing a precinct" includes the follow· 
ing: 

(1) Dividing one (1) precinct into two 
(2) or more precincts. 
(2) Combining two (2) or more pre· 
cincts into one (1) precinct. 
(3) Altering a boundary line dividing 
two (2) or more precincts. 
[P.L.13·1988, § 1.] 

3·11·1.5·2. Establishment. - Each 
county executive shall establish precincts 
in the incorporated and unincorporated 
areas of the county in the manner de· 
scribed in this chapter. [P.L.13·1988, § 1.] 

3·11·1.5·3. Maximum voters in pre· 
cinct. - (a) Except as provided in: 

(1) Subsection (b); 
(2) Subsection (c); 
(3) Section 3.2 [IC 3·11·1.5·3.2] of this 
chapter; or 
(4) Section 3.5 [IC 3·11·1.5·3.5] of this 
chapter; 

a county executive shall establish pre· 
cincts so that a precinct contains no more 
than eight hundred (800) voters. 

(b) This subsection applies to a precinct 
that includes: 

(1) An entire township, but does not 
cross a township boundary in violation 
of section 4 [IC 3·11·1.5·4] of this 
chapter; 
(2) An entire city legislative body 
district, but does not cross the bound· 
ary of a city legislative body district; 
(3) An entire town legislative body 
district, but does not cross the bound· 
ary of a town legislative body district; 
or 
(4) One (1) residential structure con· 
taining more than eight hundred (800) 
voters and no other residential struc· 
ture containing voters. 

In changing precincts or establishing new 
precincts, a county executive shall arrange 
a precinct so that it will contain no more 
than one thousand two hundred (1,200) 
voters. 

(c) A county executive is not required to 
establish precincts so that a precinct con· 
tains not more than eight hundred (800) 
voters if the precinct: 

(1) Was established by the county 
executive in compliance with subsec· 

tion (a) within the preceding forty· 
eight (48) months; and 
(2) Contains not more than one thou· 
sand (1,000) voters. [P.L.13·1988, § 1; 
P.L.3·1989, § 8; P.L.7·1990, § 36; 
P.L.8·1990, § 1; P.L.19·1993, § 1.] 

3·11·1.5·3.2. Waiver of requirements 
imposed by Ie 3·11·1.5·3. - (a) A county 
executive may file a petition with the state 
election board requesting the board to 
waive the requirements imposed by sec· 
tion 3 [IC 3·11·1.5·3] of this chapter. The 
petition must: 

(1) Identify each precinct to be subject 
to the waiver; 
(2) State the number of voters that 
would be included in each precinct 
described in subdivision (1) if the 
waiver is granted; and 
(3) State the reasons why the waiver 
should be granted. 

(b) If the state election board deter· 
mines that compliance with the require· 
ments of section 3 of this chapter would 
result in unnecessary expense and incon­
venience for the county, as determined 
under rules adopted under Ie 4·22·2, the 
board may grant a waiver exempting some 
or all of the precincts identified in the 
petition from section 3 of this chapter. 

(c) A waiver granted for a precinct un· 
der this section expires when the county 
executive submits a subsequent proposed 
precinct establishment order for that pre· 
cinct. [P.L.8·1990, § 2.] 

3·11·1.5·3.5. Precincts on university 
campuses. - (a) This section does not 
apply to a precinct located in a county 
having a consolidated city. 

(b) This section applies to a precinct: 
(1) That is located wholly or partially 
within the campus of: 

(A) Ball State University; 
(B) Indiana State University; 
(C) Indiana University; 
(D) Purdue University; 
(E) The University of Evansville; 
(F) The University of Southern In· 
diana; or 
(G) Vincennes University; 

with more full·time students enrolled 
at that campus than are enrolled at 
any other campus of that university; 
or 
(2) Contains a structure owned by a 
university described in subdivision (1) 
that houses more than one hundred 
(100) students of the university. 

(c) A county executive may establish a 
precinct subject to this section without 
regard to the number of registered voters 
permitted under section 3 [IC 3·11·1.5'31 of 
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this chapter if less than forty percent 
(40%) of the voters entitled to vote in the 
precinct voted in the last general election. 

. [P.L.5-1989, § 43.] 

3-11-1.5-4. Boundaries not to be 
crossed. - A county executive shall es­
tablish precincts so that each boundary of 
each precinct does not cross the boundary 
of: 

(1) The state; 
(2) A county; 
(3) A township; 
(4) A city; 
(5) A district of the House of Repre­
sentatives of the Congress of the 
United States; 
(6) A district of the senate of the 
general assembly; or 
(7) A district of the house of represen­
tatives of the general assembly. 
[P.L.13-1988, § 1.] 

3-11-1.5-5. Boundaries to be fol­
lowed. - A county executive shall estab­
lish precincts so that each boundary of 
each precinct follows: 

(1) A boundary described in section 4 
[IC 3-11-1.5-4] of this chapter; 
(2) A boundary of a town; 
(3) A boundary of a town legislative 
body district; 
(4) A boundary of a census block es­
tablished by the Bureau of the Census 
and depicted on census block bound­
ary maps filed with the state election 
board; or 
(5) A boundary of a school corporation 
that does not follow a census block 
line. [P.L.13-1988, § 1; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 111.] 

. 3-11-1.5-6. Inclusion of territory not 
included in precinct. - If any territory 
in any county is not included in one (1) of 
the precincts established by the county 
executive under this chapter, that terri­
tory is included within the precinct that: 

(1) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(2) Contains the least number of reg­
istered voters according to the pre­
cinct registration record maintained 
by the circuit court clerk or the board 
of registration on the date of the most 
rec~nt general election. [P.L.13-1988, 
§ 1, P.L.7-1990, § 37.] 

3-11-1.5-7. Territory included in 
more than one precinct. - If any terri­
tory in any county is included in more 
than one (1) of the precincts established by 
the county executive under this chapter, 
that territory is included within the pre­
cinct that: 

(1) Is one (1) of the precincts in which 
that territory is described in the or­
ders issued by the county executive 
under this chapter; 
(2) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(3) Contains the least number of reg­
istered voters according to the pre­
cinct registration record maintained 
by the circuit court clerk or the board 
of registration as of the date of the 
most recent general election. 
[P.L.13-1988, § 1; P.L.1-1990, § 38.] 

3-11-1.5-8. Precincts including terri­
tory of more than one entity listed in 
IC 3-11-1.5-4. - If assigning territory to a 
precinct under sections 6 through 7 [IC 
3-11-1.5-6 - 3-11-1.5-7] of this chapter 
would create a precinct that includes terri­
tory of more than one (1) of the entities 
listed in section 4 [IC 3-11-1.5-4] of this 
chapter, the territory shall be divided 
along the boundary of the entities and 
each part of the territory assigned to a 
separate precinct in accordance with sec­
tions 6 through 7 of this chapter. 
[P.L.13-1988, § 1.] 

3-11-1.5-9. Boundaries following a 
visible feature - Exemption. - If a 
county executive cannot establish a pre­
cinct that complies .with section 3 [IC 
3-11-1.5-3] of this chapter by using the 
boundaries permitted under section 5 [IC 
3-11-1.5-5] of this chapter, a county execu­
tive may: 

(1) Establish the precinct by using a 
boundary following a visible feature, 
including a highway, railroad, or 
stream, and an extension of that vis­
ible feature if the extension does not 
cross a visible feature or another ex­
tension; or 
(2) Request an exemption under sec­
tion 20.5 [IC 3-11-1.5-20.5] of this 
chapter. [P.L.13-1988, § 1; 
P.L.5-1989, § 44.] 

3-11-1.5-10. Exception to IC 
3-11-1.5-4. - A county executive may 
establish a precinct that does not comply 
with section 4 [IC 3-11-1.5-4] of this chap­
ter if the part of the precinct that crosses 
the boundary of the entity contains no 
population. However, if the part of the 
precinct that crosses the boundary of the 
entity obtains population, the county exec­
utive shall establish a precinct that com­
plies with section 4 of this chapter. 
[P.L.13-1988, § 1; P.L.5-1989, § 45.] 

3-11-1.5-11. Uniformity of precincts 
established for general or municipal 
election and for primary election. -
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The precincts established for a general or 
municipal election must be the same as 
the precincts established for the preceding 
primary election, except as provided in 
section 12 [IC 3-ll-1.5-12] of this chapter. 
[P.L.13-1988, § 1.] 

3-11-1.5-12. Combination of pre­
cincts after primary election. - If a 
county executive adopts the use of voting 
machines, ballot card voting systems, or 
electronic voting systems in a county in 
which voting machines, ballot card voting 
systems, or electronic voting systems have 
not been previously used, the county exec­
utive may establish precincts after pri­
mary election day and before August 1 by 
combining two (2) or more precincts into 
one (1) precinct. [P.L.13-1988, § 1.] 

3-11-1.5-13. [Repealed.] 

3-11-1.5-14. Submission of proposed 
precinct establishment order. - A 
county executive must submit a proposed 
precinct establishment order to the execu­
tive director of the state election board 
before the county executive establishes a 
precinct under this chapter. lP.L.13-1988, 
§ 1.] 

3-11-1.5-15. Contents of proposed 
order. - The order described in section 14 
[IC 3-11-1.5-14] of this chapter must in­
clude the following: 

(1) A map of each precinct to be 
established by the proposed order. 
(2) A description of the boundaries of 
each precinct to be established by the 
proposed order that identifies any cen­
sus blocks located entirely within the 
precinct. 
(3) An estimated number of voters in 
each precind to be established by the 
proposed order, based on the registra­
tion records maintained by the circuit 
court clerk or board of registration. 
(4) A statement concerning the avail­
able polling places within the pre­
cinct, if any, that comlly with the 
polling place accessibi ity require­
ments adopted by the state election 
board. 
(5) Any additional information re­
quired by rules adopted by the state 
election board under IC 4-22-2. 
[P.L.13-1988, § 1; P.L.3-1993, § ll2.] 

3-11-1.5-16. Legal descriptions in 
proposed order. - (a) If a proposed 
precinct establishment order includes a 
legal description of a precinct with a 
boundary that follows the boundary of a 
municipality, state legislative district, or 

municipal legislative district, the order 
must include the following: 

(1) A description in metes and bounds 
that identifies the boundary as that of 
a municipality, state legislative dis­
trict, or municipal legislative district. 
(2) A notation on the map of the 
precinct indicating that the boundary 
is that ofa municipality, state legisla­
tive district, or municipal legislative 
district. 

(b) If a proposed precinct establishment 
order described by section 9 [IC 3-ll-1.5-9] 
of this chapter includes a legal description 
of a boundary that follows a visible fea­
ture, the order must include a description 
in metes and bounds that identifies the 
visible feature that forms the boundary. 
lP.L.13-1988, § 1; P.L.ll-1989, § 1.] 

3-11-1.5-17. Examination of pro­
posed order. - The executive director of 
the state election board, or an employee of 
the board designated by the director, shall 
examine the proposed precinct establish­
ment order to determine if the order would 
establish precincts in compliance with this 
chapter. [P.L.13-1988, § 1.] 

3-11-1.5-18_ Approval by executive 
director. - If the executive director or 
designated employee of the state election 
board determines that the proposed pre­
cinct establishment order would comply 
with this chapter, the executive director 
shall return the proposed precinct estab­
lishment order to the county executive no 
later than forty-five (45) days after its 
receipt by the executive director. The order 
must be accompanied by a letter from the 
executive director indicating that the or­
der has been approved by the executive 
director under this chapter and may be 
issued by the county executive. 
[P.L.13-1988, § 1.] 

3-11-1.5-19. Determination of non­
compliance with chapter. - If the exec­
utive director or designated employee of 
the state election board determines that 
the proposed precinct establishment order 
would not comply with this chapter, the 
executive director shall return the pro­
posed precinct establishment order to the 
county executive no later than forty-five 
(45) days after its receipt by the executive 
director. The order must be accompanied 
by a letter from the executive director 
indicating specifically how the order would 
not comply with this chapter. If the execu­
tive director determines that the noncom­
pliance would result from a technical error 
in a map or legal description included in 
the proposed order, the executive director 
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may suggest specific amendments to the 
map or legal description in the letter 
accompanying the proposed order. 
[P.L.13-1988, § 1.] 

3-11-1.5-20. Amendment of pro­
posed order - Exemption. - If a pro­
posed precinct establishment order is re­
turned to a county executive under section 
19 [IC 3-11-1.5-19] of this chapter, the 
county executive may: 

(1) Amend the proposed order so that 
the precincts may be established in 
compliance with this chapter; or 
(2) Request an exemption under sec­
tion 20.5 [IC 3-11-1.5-20.5] of this 
chapter; 

and resubmit the proposed order to the 
executive director. [P.L.13-1988, § 1; 
P.L.5-1989, § 46; P.L.3-1993, § 113.] 

3-11-1.5-20.5. Precincts in noncom­
pliance with boundary standards -
Exemption from standards - Hearing 
on exemption request - Amendment 
of proposed precinct establishment or­
der. - (a) This section applies when: 

(1) A proposed precinct establishment 
order has been returned to a county 
executive under section 19 [IC 
3-11-1.5-19] of this chapter for non­
compliance with precinct boundary 
standards; and 
(2) The county executive determines 
that the noncompliance described in 
the letter from the executive director 
of the state election board cannot be 
corrected by the establishment of a 
precinct that complies with both: 

(A) The maximum voter require­
ment of section 3 [IC 3-11-1.5-3] of 
this chapter; and 
(B) The precinct boundary require­
ments of section 5 [IC 3-11-1.5-5] of 
this chapter. 

(b) The county executive may request 
the state election board to grant an exemp­
tion from the precinct boundary require­
ments of section 5 of this chapter to 
establish a precinct described by this sec­
tion. 

(c) The state election board shall con­
duct a hearing on the exemption request. 
If the board determines that the noncom­
pliance described in the letter from the 
executive director of the state election 
board cannot be corrected by the establish­
ment of a precinct that complies with both: 

(1) The maximum voter requirement 
of section 3 of this chapter; and 
(2) The precinct boundary require­
ments of section 5 of this chapter; 

the board shall grant the exemption. 

(d) If the board grants the exemption, 
the county executive shall amend the 
proposed precinct establishment order de­
scribed by section 19 of this chapter to 
establish precinct boundaries: 

(1) In accordance with the exemption 
granted by the board; and 
(2) That comply with all other re­
quirements established by this chap­
ter. 

(e) The proposed precinct establishment 
order described in subsection (d) must 
include a description in metes and bounds 
of the boundaries authorized by the ex­
emption granted under this section. 
[P.L.5-1989, § 47.] 

3-11-1.5-21. Resubmission of pro­
posed order - Hearing. - (a) If the 
county executive believes that the pro­
posed order returned under section 19 [IC 
3-11-1.5-19] of this chapter complies with 
this chapter, the county executive may 
resubmit the order to the executive direc­
tor and request a hearing before the state 
election board. The hearing shall be con­
ducted in accordance with IC 4-21.5. 

(b) If the state election board deter­
mines that the proposed precinct establish­
ment order complies with this chapter, the 
board shall return the order to the county 
executive with a written finding of fact 
indicating that the order complies with 
this chapter and may be issued by the 
county executive. [P.L.13-1988, § 1.] 

3-11-1.5-22_ Issuance of order. 
When a county executive receives a pro­
posed order approved under section 18 or 
21 [IC 3-11-1.5-18 or 3-11-1.5-21] of this 
chapter, the county executive may issue 
the order. [P.L.13-1988, § 1.] 

3-11-1.5-23. Filing copy of order 
with executive director. - The county 
executive shall file a copy of the order 
issued under section 22 [IC 3-11-1.5-22] of 
this chapter with the executive director of 
the state election board no later than 
seven (7) days after its issuance. 
[P.L.13-1988, § 1.] 

3-11-1.5-24. Approval by state elec­
tion board - Effective date. - The 
state election board shall approve or disap­
prove the order within forty-five (45) days 
after it is filed under section 23 [IC 
3-11-1.5-23] of this chapter. The order 
becomes effective on the date specified by 
the state election board in its order ap­
proving the order. If no date is specified in 
that order, the order becomes effective on 
the first date permitted under section 25 
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[IC 3-11-1.5-25) of this chapter. 
[P.L.13-1988, § 1.) 

3-11-1.5-25. Periods durin~ which 
order may not become effective. - A 
precinct establishment order may not be­
come effective during the following pe­
riods: 

(1) After January 31 and before the 
day following general election day, in 
a year in which a general election is 
held. 
(2) For precincts located wholly or 
partially within a municipality, after 
January 31 and before the day follow­
ing municipal election day, in a year 
in which a municipal election is held. 
(3) Beginning January 1 of the year 
in which a federal decennial census is 
taken and ending May 1 of the second 
year following the year in which the 
decennial census is taken, unless: 

(A) The general assembly elected 
during the year in which the decen­
nial census is taken enacted laws 
providing for the apportionment of 
Indiana into districts for the elec­
tion of United States Representa­
tives, senators in the general assem­
bly, and representatives in the gen­
eral assembly; and 
(B) All of the laws described in 
clause (A) take effect before May 1 
of the second year following the year 
in which the decennial census is 
taken. 

If the conditions described in clauses 
(A) and (B) are met, then the period 
ends on the latest effective date of any 
of the laws described in clause (A). 
[P.L.13-1988, § 1.) 

3-11-1.5-26. Notice to county execu­
tive. - The executive director of the state 
election board shall promptly notify the 
county executive of: 

(1) The approval of a precinct estab­
lishment order by the state electIOn 
board; and 
(2) The date the order becomes effec­
tive. 

The executive director shall provide one 
(1) copy of the approved order to the county 
executive. [P.L.13-1988, § 1.) 

3-11-1.5-27. Notice of approval by 
publication. - Within fourteen (14) days 
following notice of final approval o~ a 
precinct establishment order under sectIOn 
26 [IC 3-11-1.5-26) of this chapter, the 
county executive shall give notice of the 
approval by one (1) publication under IC 
5-3-1-4. [P.L.13-1988, § 1.) 

3-11-1.5-28. Contents of notice. -
The notice published under section 27 [IC 
3-11-1.5-27) of this chapter must include 
the following: 

(1) A list of the precincts established 
by the order. 
(2) The date the order was issued by 
the county executive. 
(3) The date the order was approved 
by the state election board. 
(4) The effective date of the order. 
(5) A statement that the maps, legal 
descriptions, and estimated voter pop­
ulation of the established precincts 
are on file for public inspection in: 

(A) The office of the county auditor; 
or 
(B) In a county with a consolidated 
city, in the office of the board of 
registration. . [P.L.13-1988, § 1; 
P.L.1O-1992, § 21.) 

3-11-1.5-29. Filing copy of order 
with circuit court clerk or board of 
registration - Filing copy of notice 
with executive director. - The county 
executive shall file: 

(1) One (1) copy of the order approved 
under section 26 [IC 3-11-1.5-26) of 
this chapter with the circuit court 
clerk or board of registration; and 
(2) One (1) copy of the notice pub­
lished under section 27 [IC 
3-11-1.5-27) of this chapter with the 
executive director of the state election 
board; 

no later than forty-fivp. (45) days after the 
notice is published under section 27 of this 
chapter. [P.L.13-1988, § 1.) 

3-11-1.5-30. Precinct crossing city 
boundary - Submission of proposed 
precinct establishment order. - (a) 
Each county executive of a county in 
which: 

(1) A city or part of a city is located; 
and 
(2) A precinct boundary crosses a city 
boundary; 

shall, before November 15 of the year 
preceding the year in which a municipal 
election will be held, submit a proposed 
precinct establishment order to. the execu­
tive director of the state electIOn board. 

(b) The proposed precinct establishment 
order must establish precincts so that the 
boundaries of precincts comply with sec­
tion 4 [IC 3-11-1.5-4) of this chapter. 
[P.L.13-1988, § 1.) 

3-11-1.5-31. Action on proposed pre­
cinct establishment order. - (a) The 
executive director of the state election 
board shall return the proposed precinct 
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establishment order submitted under sec­
tion 30 [IC 3-11-1.5-30] of this chapter to 
the county executive for action under 
section 18 or 19 [IC 3-11-1.5-18 or 
3-11-1.5-19] of this chapter no later than 
December 15 following the submission of 
the order. 

(b) The county executive shall issue the 
proposed precinct establishment order or 
an amended order no later than the follow­
ing January 15. 

(c) The state election board shall ap­
prove a precinct establishment order un­
der this section no later than the following 
January 31 and shall order that the order 
takes effect January 31 of the year in 
which the municipal election will be held. 

(d) This subsection applies to a county 
that has a precinct that crosses a city 
boundary in violation of section 4(4) [IC 
3-11-1.5-4(4)] of this chapter. Notwith­
standing section 25 [IC 3-11-1.5-25] of this 
chapter, if the county does not issue a 
precinct establishment order that estab­
lishes precincts in compliance with section 
4(4) of this chapter by the end of the period 
described in subsection (b), the state elec­
tion board may issue an order establishing 
precincts that comply with section 4(4) of 
this chapter after January 15 and before 
the following February 16. [P.L.13-1988, 
§ 1; P.L.I-1990, § 7; P.L.8-1992, § 14.] 

3-11-1.5-32. Change of boundaries. 
- The legislative body of a municipality 
may not change the boundary of a district 
established under: 

(1) IC 36-3-4-3; 
(2) IC 36-4-6-3; 
(3) IC 36-4-6-4; 
(4) IC 36-4-6-5; 
(5) IC 36-5-1-10.1; 
(6) IC 36-5-2-4.1; or 
(7) IC 36-5-2-4.2; 

after November 8 of the year preceding the 
year in which a municipal election is to be 
held and before the day following the date 
on which the municipal election is held 
except to assign territory to a municipal 
legislative body district in an annexation 
ordinance. [P.L.13-1988, § 1; P.L.5-1989, 
§ 48; P.L.7-1990, § 39.] 

3-11-1.5-33. Extension of municipal 
boundaries. - If the boundaries of a 
municipality are extended before: 

(1) Thirty (30) days before a munici­
pal primary election; or 
(2) Thirty (30) days before a munici­
pal election; 

and the territory within those boundaries 
has not been included in precincts wholly 
within the municipality, the voters within 
the extended boundaries may vote, if oth-

erwise qualified, in the municipal primary 
election or municipal election. The voters 
may vote in the precinct in which they 
have their residence as if the precinct had 
been established to include them in a 
precinct wholly within the municipality. 
These votes shall be counted and included 
in the canvass of the votes cast in the 
municipal primary election or municipal 
election. [P.L.13-1988, § 1; P.L.8-1992, 
§ 15.] 

3-11-1.5-34. Renaming or renumber­
ing precincts. - A county executive may 
issue an order to rename or renumber 
precincts without establishing new pre­
cinct boundaries. An order issued under 
this section becomes effective when it is 
filed with the executive director of the 
state election board. [P.L.13-1988, § 1.] 

3-11-1.5-35. Precinct boundary vio­
lation - Precinct establishment order 
issued by state election board - Order 
requirements. - (a) This section applies 
to a county that has a precinct that crosses 
a boundary in violation of section 4(5), 
4(6), or 4(7) [IC 3-11-1.5-4(5), 3-11-1.5-4(6), 
or 3-11-1.5-4(7)] of this chapter. 

(b) Notwithstanding section 25 [IC 
3-11-1.5-25] of this chapter, if the county 
does not issue a precinct establishment 
order that establishes precincts in compli­
ance with section 4(5), 4(6), and 4(7) of this 
chapter of this chapter by the January 31 
following the last effective date described 
in section 25(3) [IC 3-11-1.5-25(3)] of this 
chapter, the state election board may issue 
an order establishing precincts as provided 
under subsection (c). 

(c) An order issued by the state election 
board under this section must: 

(1) Comply with section 4(5), 4(6), and 
4(7) of this chapter; and 
(2) Be issued after January 31 and 
before February 16 of the year follow­
ing the last effective date described in 
section 25(3) of this chapter. 
[P.L.8-1992, § 16.] 

3-11-1.5-36. Delegation of county ex­
ecutive's responsibilities. - The county 
executive may adopt an order to delegate 
some or all of the county executive's re­
sponsibilities under this chapter to the 
county election board. The order may not 
take effect until a copy of the order has 
been filed with the state election board. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 114.] 
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CHAPTER 2 

FORM OF PAPER BALLOTS 

SECTION. 
3-11-2-1. President, Vice President, U.S. Senator, 

state offices, state constitutional 
questions and judicial retention 
questions. 

3-11-2-2. U.S. Representative, state legislators, lo­
cal offices and local public ques­
tions. 

a-ll-2-S. Size - Paper Quality. 
3-11-2·4. Color. 
3-11-2-5. Placement of candidates under party name 

and device. 
3-11-2-S. Order of party candidates. 
3-11-2-7. Statement concerning falsifying ballot or 

violating election laws. 
3-11-2-8. Instructions. 
3-U-2-9. Political party devices. 
3-11-2-10. Instructions concerning straight party 

ticket - Placement of party name 
- Placement of party's candi­
dates. 

3·11·2·11. (Repealed.] 
3-11-2-12. Order of placement of federal, state and 

certain local offices. 
3-11-2-12.5. Alteration of prescribed ballot order. 
3-11-2-13. Order of placement of state judicial reten· 

tion questions and ratification of 
state constitutional amendments. 

3-11-2-14. Order of placement of local judicial reten­
tion questions and nonpartisan 
offices, school board offices and 
local questions. 

3-11-2-15. Public question - Form. 
3-11-2-16. Incorrect ballot - Hearing. 

3-11-2-1. President, Vice President, 
U.S. Senator, state offices, state consti­
tutional questions and judicial reten­
tion questions. - The state election 
board shall have the paper ballots for 
President and Vice President of the United 
States printed on one (1) paper ballot, in 
the manner prescribed by IC 3-10-4. The 
board shall have the: 

(1) Names of the candidates for 
United States Senator; 
(2) Names of the candidates for state 
offices; 
(3) State constitutional amendment 
questions; and 
(4) Judicial retention questions sub­
mitted under IC 33-2.1-2-6; 

I'rinted on another paper 
LP.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
P.L.3-1989, § 9.] 

ballot. 
§ 196; 

3-11-2-2. U.S. Representative, state 
legislators, local offices and local pub­
lic questions. - Each county election 
board shall have the: 

(1) Names of all candidates for United 
States Representative, legislative of­
fices, and local offices; and 
(2) Local public questions; 

in election districts within the county 
printed on ballots as provided in this 
chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 197; P.L.5-1988, § 4.] 

3-11-2-3. Size - Paper quality. -
Each type of ballot or paster must be: 

(1) Of uniform size; 
(2) Of the same quality and color of 
paper; and 
(3) Sufficiently thick that the printing 
cannot be distinguished from the 
back. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 198.] 

3-11-2-4. Color. - (a) The election 
boards shall use the following colors for 
paper ballots: 

(1) For President and Vice President 
of the United States, cherry red paper. 
(2) For United States Senator and 
state offices, pink paper. 
(3) For municipal offices, blue paper. 
(4) For township offices, yellow paper. 
(5) For county and all other offices, 
white paper. 

(b) The chairman or committee respon­
sible for supplying pasters under· IC 
3-11-3-29 shall supply pasters of the same 
color as the ballot on which the paster will 
be placed. [P.L.5-1986, § 7, P.L.3-1987, 
§ 199.] 

3-11-2-5. Placement of candidates 
under party name and device. - The 
nominees of a political party or group of 
petitioners shall be listed on the ballots 
under the name and device of the party or 
petitioners as designated by them in their 
certificate or petition, or if none is desig­
nated, then under some suitable name and 
device. If the same device for designating 
candidates is selected by two (2) parties or 
groups of petitioners, it shall be given to 
the one (1) that first selected it, and a 
suitable device shall be selected for the 
other party or group of petitioners. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 200.] 

3-11-2-6. Order of party candidates. 
- (a) The device named and list of nomi­
nees shall be placed on the ballots as 
follows: 

(1) The major political party whose 
candidate received the highest num­
ber of votes in the county for secretary 
of state at the last election in the first 
column or row on the left side of all 
ballots. 
(2) The major political party whose 
candidate received the second highest 
number of votes in the county for 
secretary of state at the last election 
in the second column or row. 
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(3) Any other political party in the 
same order. 

(b) If a political party did not have a 
candidate for secretary of state in the last 
election or a nominee is an independent 
candidate or ticket, the party or indepen­
dent candidate or ticket shall be placed on 
the ballot after the parties described in 
subsection (a). If more than one (1) politi­
cal party or independent candidate or 
ticket that has qualified to be on the ballot 
did not have a candidate for secretary of 
state in the last election, those parties, 
candidates, or tickets shall be listed on the 
ballot in the order in which the party filed 
its petition of nomination under IC 
3-8-B-12. 

(c) A column or row for write-in voting 
shall be placed to the right of all party and 
independent coluinns on the ballot. 

(d) This subsection applies to a county 
having a population of more than four 
hundred thousand (400,000) but less than 
seven hundred thousand (700,000). If there 
is insufficient room on a row to list each 
candidate of a political party, a second or 
subsequent row may be utilized. However, 
a second or subsequent row may not be 
utilized unless the first row, and all pre­
ceding rows, have been filled. [P.L.5-198B, 
§ 7; P.L.3-1987, § 201; P.LA-1991, § BO; 
P.L.7-1991, § 4; P.L.12-1992, 7; 
P.L.3-1993, § 115.] 

3-11-2-7. Statement concerning fal­
sifying ballot or violating election 
laws. - The following statement shall be 
printed in underlined print at the extreme 
top of a ballot to be used in an election 
covered by this title (or in the voting 
instructions for a voting machine): "It is a 
crime to falsify this ballot or to violate 
!ndiana election laws." [P.L.5-198B, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 202.] 

3-11-2-8. Instructions. - All written 
or printed instructions must be at the top 
of the ballot (or above the ballot labels on a 
voting machine) immediately below the 
statement required by section 7 [IC 
3-11-2-7] of this chapter. No other instruc­
tions or writing may appear at any other 
place on the ballot, including the ballot for 
federal and state offices, except as speci­
fied by this title. The instructions must be 
in English and any other language that 
the board considers necessary, clear, con­
cise, and written so that a voter will not be 
confused about the effect of the voter's 
voting mark and vote. [P.L.5-198B, § 7; 
P.L.6-1986, § 16; P.L.3-1987, § 203.] 

3-11-2-9. Political party devices. -
The device of each political party or inde­
pendent ticket shall be: 

(1) Enclosed in a circle not less than 
three-fourths (3/,) of an inch in diame­
ter; and 
(2) Placed under the name of the 
party or independent ticket, as re­
quired by section 10 rIC 3-11-2-10] of 
this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 204; P.L.3-1993, § 116.] 

3-11-2-10. Instructions concerning 
straight party ticket - Placement of 
party name - Placement of party's 
candidates. - (a) The name or title of the 
political party or independent ticket shall 
be placed at the top of the ballot. The 
device of the political party or independent 
candidate shall be placed immediately 
under the name of the political party or 
independent ticket, with instructions for 
voting a straight party ticket to the right 
of the device. 

(b) The instructions for voting a 
straight party ticket must conform as 
nearly as possible to the following: "To 
vote a straight (insert political party 
name) ticket for all (political party name) 
candidates on this ballot, make a voting 
mark on or in this circle and do not make 
any other marks on this ballot.". 
. (c) If the ballot contains an independent 

ticket, the ballot must also contain a 
statement that reads substantially as fol­
lows: "A vote cast for an independent 
ticket will only be counted for the candi­
dates for President and Vice President or 
governor and lieutenant governor compris­
ing that independent ticket. This vote will 
NOT be counted for any OTHER indepen­
dent candidate appearing on the ballot.". 

(d) The ballot must also contain a state­
ment that reads substantially as follows: 
"A write-in vote will NOT be counted 
unless the vote is for a DECLARED write­
in candidate.". 

(e) Except for variations in ballot ar­
rangement permitted for voting machines 
under IC 3-11-12-7, ballot card voting 
systems under IC 3-11-13-11, or electronic 
voting systems under IC 3-11-14-7,the list 
of candidates of the political party shall be 
placed immediately under the instructions 
for voting a straight party ticket. The 
names of the candidates shall be placed 
three-fourths (3/,) of an inch apart from 
center to center of the name. The name of 
each candidate must have, immediately on 
its left, a square three-eighths (3/8) of an 
inch on each side. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 205; P.L.3-1993, § 117.] 
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3-11-2-11- [Repealed_] 

3-11-2-12. Order of placement of 
federal, state and certain local offices. 
- The following offices shall be placed on 
the general election ballot in the following 
order: 

(1) Federal and state offices: 
(A) President and Vice President of 
the United States. 
(B) United States Senator. 
(C) Governor and lieutenant gover­
nor. 
(D) Secretary of state. 
(E) Auditor of state. 
(F) Treasurer of state. 
(G) Attorney general. 
(H) Superintendent of public in­
struction. 
(I) Clerk of the supreme court. 
(J) United States Representative. 

(2) Legislative offices: 
(A) State senator. 
(B) State representative. 

(3) Circuit offices and county judicial 
offices: 

(A) Judge of the circuit court. 
(B) Judge of the superior court. 
(C) Judge of the probate court. 
(D) Judge of the county court, with 
each division separate, as required 
by IC 33-10.5-4-2. 
(E) Prosecuting attorney. 
(F) Clerk of the circuit court. 

(4) County offices: 
(A) County auditor. 
(B) County recorder. 
(C) County treasurer. 
(D) County sheriff. 
(E) County coroner. 
(F) County surveyor. 
(G) County assessor. 
(H) County commissioner. 
(I) County council member. 

,(5) Township offices: 
(A) Township assessor. 
(B) Township trustee. 
(C) Township board member. 
(D) Judge of the small claims court. 
(E) Constable of the small claims 
court. 

(6) City offices: 
(A) Mayor. 
(B) Clerk or clerk-treasurer. 
(C) Judge of the city court. 
(D) City-county council member or 
common council member. 

(7) Town offices: 
(A) Clerk-treasurer. 
(B) Judge of the town court. 
(C) Town council member .. 

[P.L.3-1987, § 207; P.L.8-1989, § 8.] 

3-11-2-12.5. Alteration of prescribed 
ballot order. - Notwithstanding section 

12 [IC 3-11-2-12] of this chapter, the 
county election board may alter the pre­
scribed ballot order to place the names of 
the candidates for the following offices 
before the names of the candidates for 
county judicial offices: 

(1) Prosecuting attorney. 
(2) Clerk of the circuit court. 
(3) The county offices listed in section 
12(4) [IC 3-11-2-12(4)] of this chapter. 
[P.L.4-1991, § 61.] 

3-11-2-13. Order of placement of 
state judicial retention questions and 
ratification of state constitutional 
amendments. - (a) The following offices 
and public questions shall be placed on the 
general election ballot in the following 
order after the offices described in section 
12 [IC 3-11-2-12] of this chapter: 

(1) Retention of a justice of the su­
preme court. 
(2) Retention of a judge of the court of 
appeals. 
(3) Retention of the judge of the tax 
court. 
(4) Ratification of a state constitu­
tional amendment. 

(b) Whenever more than one (1) justice 
of the supreme court is subject to reten­
tion, the name of each justice must appear 
on the ballot in alphabetical order. How­
ever, if the justice serving as chief justice 
is subject to retention, the chief justice's 
name must appear first. 

(c) Whenever more than one (1) judge of 
the court of appeals is subject to retention, 
the name of each judge must appear on the 
ballot in alphabetical order. However, if 
the judge serving as chief judge is subject 
to retention, the chief judge's name must 
appear first. 

(d) These offices and public questions 
shall be placed in a separate column on the 
ballot or ballot label if voting is by paper 
ballot, ballot card voting system, or elec­
tronic voting system or in a separate 
column of ballot labels if voting is by 
voting machine. [P.L.3-1987, § 208; 
P.L.4-1991, § 62.] 

3-11-2-14. Order of placement of lo­
cal judicial retention questions and 
nonpartisan offices, school board of­
fices and local questions. - (a) The 
following offices and public questions shall 
be placed on the general election ballot in 
the following order after the offices and 
public questions described in section 13 [IC 
3-11-2-13] of this chapter: 

(1) Retention of a local judge. 
(2) Local nonpartisan judicial offices. 
(3) School board offices to be elected 
at the general election. 
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(4) Local public questions. 
(b) These offices and public questions 

shall be placed in a separate column on the 
ballot or ballot label if voting is by paper 
ballot, ballot card voting system, or elec­
tronic voting system or in a separate 
column of ballot labels if voting is by 
voting machine. [P.L.3-1987, § 209.J 

3-11-2-15. Public question - Form. 
- A public question shall be placed on the 
general election ballot in the following 
form: 

(The explanatory text for the public 
question, if required by law) 

"Shall (insert public question)?" 
DYES 
o NO 

[P.L.3-1987, § 210.] 

3-11-2-16. Incorrect ballot - Hear­
ing. - (a) If an election board determines 
that a ballot printed under the authority of 
the election board does not comply with a 
requirement imposed by this title or con­
tains any other error or omission that 
might result in confusion or mistakes by 
voters, the board shall: 

(1) Reprint or correct the ballot; or 
(2) Conduct a public hearing concern­
ing the defective ballots. 

(b) The board may conduct the hearing 
after informing each political party, ticket, 
or candidate that the board determines 
may have an interest in the matter. 

(c) At the hearing, the board shall hear 
any testimony offered by a person concern­
ing the defective ballots and shall make 
findings of fact concerning the following: 

(1) The number of ballots, if any, 
containing the error or omission that 
have already been cast. 
(2) The cost of correcting the error 
through the use of pasters, reprinted 
ballots, or any other suitable method. 
(3) Whether the error or omission 
would be likely to cause confusion or 
mistakes by voters. 
(4) Whether any voter objects to the 
use of the ballots, notwithstanding the 
error or omission. 

(d) If: 
(1) A voter does not file a written 
objection to the use of the ballots with 
the board before the board concludes 
the hearing; and 
(2) The board determines that the use 
of the ballots would not be likely to 
cause confusion or mistakes by voters; 

the board shall authorize the use of the 
defective ballots, notwithstanding the 
error or omission. 

(e) If: 

(1) A voter files a written objection to 
the use of the ballots with the board 
before the board concludes the hear­
ing; or 
(2) The board determines that the use 
of the ballots would be likely to cause 
confusion or mistakes by voters; 

the board shall order the ballots to be 
reprinted or altered to conform with the 
requirements of this title. 

<D If the board acts under subsection (e), 
a voter who has already voted a defective 
ballot by absentee ballot is e"ntitled to 
recast the voter's ballot in accordance with 
IC 3-11-10-1.5. Notwithstanding the issu­
ance of an order under subsection (e), a 
defective ballot shall be counted if the 
intent of the voter can be determined and 
the ballot would otherwise be counted 
under IC 3-12-1. [P.L.3-1993, § 118.J 

CHAPTER 3 

DISTRIBUTION OF BALLOTS AND OTHER 
SUPPLIES 

SECTION. 
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3-11-3·2. State paper ballots - Printing and distri· 
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3-11-3-3. Determination of paper ballot needs in 

precincts using voting machines 
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3-11-3·4. Ballot seals. 
3-11-3·5. [Repealed.) 
3-U-3·6. State paper ballots - Pick up by circuit 

court clerk. 
3-11-3-7. State paper ballots - Special messenger 

delivery. 
3-11·3·8. State ballots - Oath of special messen­

gers. 
3-11·3·9. State ballots - Compensation of special 

messengers. 
3-11-3-10. Precinct supplies - Officials to pick up. 
3-11-3-11. Precinct supplies - Type. 
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Receipt of recipient - Opening. 
3-11-3-13. Local ballots - Special messengers. 
3-11-3-14. Local ballots - Compensation of special 
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3-11-3-15. Inspectors failing to pick up local ballots 

barred from compensation. 
3-11-3-16. Poll list sheets, fonns, papers, etc. 

Preparation and delivery. 
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3-11-3-19. Binding of looseleaf poll list pages. 
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3-11-3-22. Instruction cards - Language - Number 

- Delivery to inspectors. 
3-11-3-23. Instruction cards - Contents. 
3-11-3-24. Instruction cards - Posting. 
3-11-3-25. Sample ballots. 
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SECTION. 
3-11-3-28. Lack of ballots or supplies at poll opening. 
3-11-3-29. Candidates appointed or selected to fill 

vacancies - Only board and 
board chairman to supply and 
receive ballot pasters. 

3-11-3-29.5. Pasters to cover names of deceased can-
didates. 

3-U-3-30. Application of pasters to ballots. 
3-11-3·31. Extra ballots - Retention - Destruction. 
3-11-3-32. Placement of retained blank ballot -

Record of ballots printed, deliv­
ered and destroyed. 

3-11-3-33. Ballot box. 
3-11-3-34. Ballot boxes - Construction. 
3-11-3-35. Responsibility of Lake County election 

board for ballots, supplies, and 
equipment. 

3-11-3-1. Applicability. - This chap­
ter applies to each precinct. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3·11-3-2. State paper ballots 
Printing and distribution. - (a) The 
state election board shall have printed and 
shall distribute to the circuit court clerk of 
each county at each general election: 

(1) If only paper ballots are used, the 
number of state paper ballots equal to 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
number of voters in the county; and 
(2) If voting machines, ballot card 
voting systems, or electronic voting 
systems are used, only the number of 
state paper ballots that, in its judg­
ment, are necessary to meet an emer­
gency. 

(b) The paper ballots shall be wrapped 
in packages, plainly marked, and securely 
sealed. The clerk shall give a receipt for 
the paper ballots. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3·1987, § 211.) 

3-11-3-3. Determination of paper 
ballot needs in precincts using votmg 
machines - Notice to state election 
board. - If, in the judgment of a county 
election board, the number of voters in a 
precinct of the county where a voting 
machine is used for voting is so large that 
the machine in use will not be sufficient to 
register the vote of all the voters in the 
precinct, the board may use paper ballots 
m addition to the machine. The voting by 
ballot is subject to all the restrictions 
prescribed by this article. The board shall 
then notify the state election board of its 
determination and of the estimated num­
ber of state ballots that will be required in 
the precinct. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.) 

3-11-3-4. Ballot seals. - The state 
election board shall provide a seal for the 
ballots. The seal may be of a design 
considered proper by the board, but the 

same design may not be used for two (2) 
consecutive elections. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.) 

3-11-3·5. [Repealed.) 

3-11-3-6. State paper ballots - Pick 
up by circuit court clerk. - Each circuit 
court clerk shall pick up the state paper 
ballots at a site designated by the state 
election board. Each clerk is entitled to a 
mileage allowance for the distance neces­
sarily traveled in going to and returning 
from the site designated by the state 
election board. The mileage rate equals 
the mileage rate paid to state officers and 
employees. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 212.) 

3·11-3-7. State paper ballots - Spe. 
cial messenger delivery. - If a circuit 
court clerk fails to pick up the paper 
ballots from the state election board by the 
close of the tenth day before an election, 
the state election board shall immediately 
dispatch a special messenger to the county 
with the ballots for the county. However, 
before receiving the ballots, the messenger 
must take and subscribe to an oath. The 
state election board shall administer the 
oath to the messenger and file the oath. 
[P.L.5·1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 213.) 

3-11-3-8. State ballots - Oath of 
special messengers. - The oath required 
by section 7 [IC 3-11-3-7) of this chapter 
must conform to the following: 
STATE OF INDIANA 

COUNTY OF ............. . 

) 
) ss: 
) 

I, ....... , swear (or affirm) that I will 
take charge of the election ballots deliv­
ered to me by the state election board for 
the county of ....... , and will safely deliver 
the ballots in the sealed packages in the 
same condition as received by me to the 
circuit court clerk of the county at the 
earliest time that I can reach the county 
seat of the county. So help me God. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 
....... day of ....... , 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.) 

3-11-3-9. State ballots - Compensa­
tion of special messengers. - A messen­
ger dispatched under section 7 [IC 
3-11-3-7) of this chapter is entitled to 
receive: 

(1) Three dollars ($3) per day; and 
(2) A mileage allowance for the dis­
tance necessarily traveled equal in 
rate to the mileage rate paid to state 
officers and employees. 

The amount paid to the messenger shall be 
certified to the treasurer of the county and 
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deducted from the first money thereafter 
accruing to the circuit court clerk payable 
by the treasurer. The county treasurer 
shall remit the amount deducted to the 
treasurer of state. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-3-10. Precinct supplies - Offi­
cials to pick up. - The inspector of each 
precinct, or another member of the pre­
cinct election board authorized in writing 
by the inspector, shall appear at the office 
of the county election board of the inspec­
tor's county on the second or third day 
before election day to receive ballots and 
other supplies. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-3-11. Precinct supplies - Type. 
- The county election board shall deliver 
the following to each inspector or the 
inspector's representative: 

(1) The sealed package of paper bal­
lots, sample ballots, and any other 
supplies provided for the inspector's 
precinct by the state election board. 
(2) The local sample ballots and ballot 
labels, if any, and all poll lists, regis­
tration lists, and other supplies con­
sidered necessary to conduct the elec-
tion in the inspector's precinct. . 
(3) The local ballots printed under the 
direction of the county election board 
as follows: 

(A) The number of ballots equal to 
one hundred percent (100%) of the 
number of voters in the inspector's 
precinct, according to the poll list. 
(B) In those precincts where voting 
machines, ballot card systems, or 
electronic voting systems are to be 
used, the number of paper ballots 
that will be required for emergency 
purposes only. 

(4) Twenty (20) ink pens suitable for 
printing the names of write-in candi­
dates on the ballot or ballot envelope. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 214; 
P.L.4-1991, § 63.] 

3-11-3-12. Local ballots - Sealing 
prior to use - Receipt of recipient -
Opening. - The local ballots delivered to 
the inspector of each precinct under sec­
tion 11 [IC 3-11-3-11] of this chapter shall 
be placed in a strong and stout paper 
envelope or bag, which shall then be 
tightly closed, fastened securely, and at­
tested by the initials of the circuit court 
clerk or the clerk's designee in the pres­
ence of the inspector or the inspector's 
representative. The inspector shall sign a 
receipt for the ballots. The ballot packages 
may not be opened until: 

(1) They have been delivered to the 
precinct election board to which they 
are directed; and 
(2) The precinct election board is fully 
organized and ready for the reception 
of votes. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-3-13. Local ballots - Special 
messengers. - If an inspector (or the 
inspector's representative) fails to appear 
at the office of the circuit court clerk by 
the close of the second day before election 
day, the county election board shall imme· 
diately dispatch a special messenger to the 
inspector's precinct with the ballots for the 
precinct. After delivering the ballots, the 
messenger shall promptly report to the 
county election board and file with it: 

(1) The receipt of the person to whom 
the messenger delivered the ballots; 
and 
(2) The messenger's affidavit stating 
when and to whom the messenger 
delivered the ballots. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-3-14. Local ballots - Compen­
sation of special messengers. - If a 
county election board dispatches a messen­
ger under section 13 [IC 3-11-3-13] of this 
chapter, the messenger is entitled to re­
ceIve: 

(1) Two dollars ($2) for time; and 
(2) A mileage allowance for the dis­
tance necessarily traveled equal in 
rate to the mileage rate paid to state 
officers and employees. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-3-15. Inspectors failing to pick 
up local ballots barred from compen­
sation. - If an inspector fails to appear at 
the office of the circuit court clerk under 
section 10 [IC 3-11-3-10] of this chapter, 
the inspector is not entitled to compensa­
tion for services at the election. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-3-16. Poll list sheets, forms, pa­
pers, etc_ - Preparation and delivery. 
- Each county election board shall pre­
pare and have delivered to the inspectors 
of the precincts, at the time they receive 
the ballots for their precincts, a suitable 
number of blank poll list sheets and any 
other forms, papers, certificates, and oaths 
that are required to be furnished to pre­
cinct election boards. The forms and pa­
pers must have proper captions. In a 
county having a board of registration, the 
board of registration may cooperate with 
the county election board in the prepara­
tion of the poll lists. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 
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3-11-3-17. Poll lists - Paper size -
Contents. - (a) This section does not 
apply to a county with a computerized 
registration system that has furnished the 
inspector of a precinct with certified copies 
of the list of registered voters prepared 
under IC 3-7-7-9. 

(b) The county election board shall pre­
pare the poll lists in looseleaf sheet form or 
book form. The sheets must have adequate 
space and lines on each side for taking the 
signatures and addresses of the voters. The 
sheets may contain the names and ad­
dresses of the voters in the respective 
precincts in alphabetical order, with a 
space opposite each name for the signature 
and address of the voter when the voter 
votes and any other information required 
by law. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 215; P.L.3-1993, § 119.] 

3-11-3-18. Poll lists - Form. At 
the extreme top of a poll list sheet the 
following should be printed: 

VOTERS' POLL LIST 

Signatures and addresses of voters at 
....... Election, on .... ,' ... " 
in ....... Precinct, ....... Township (or 
Ward), ....... County. 
Following the required printed matter, a 
box heading should be made at the left side 
of each sheet for printing in the words 
"Signature of Voter." The space in this 
column should be about four (4) inches 
wide. Immediately to the right another box 
headinlf. should be made for printing in the 
words 'Address of Voter." The space in 
this column should be about three (3) 
inches wide. In the space remaining to the 
right, an additional box heading should be 
made for printing in the words, "If any 
voter shows his or her ballot after being 
marked, or by accident mutilates or de­
faces his or her ballot, note it in this 
~olumn. Also n?,te any other irregularity 
In thIS column. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-3-19. Binding of looseleaf poD 
list pages. - After the polls are closed, 
the looseleaf poll list sheets that have been 
used in the precinct on election day shall 
be assembled and fastened together be­
tween two (2) manila tag board covers 
with the two (2) paper fasteners provided 
for that purpose. The manila tag board 
covers shall be punched and cut the same 
size as the poll list sheets. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-3-20. Voters' poll list cover. -
On the front cover of the bound looseleaf 
poll list sheets or the book form poll lists 

substantially the following should be 
printed: 

VOTERS' POLL LIST COVER 

We hereby certify that the inspector 
proclaimed to the people outside in a loud 
tone of voice that the polls were opened at 
six o'clock A.M. this ....... day of ....... , 

Clerks of the 
Election Board 

To the Inspector: After the polls are 
closed the looseleaf poll list sheets that 
have been used in the precinct on election 
day should be assembled and fastened 
together between the two manila tag board 
covers with the two paper fasteners and 
this poll list, or one in book form, should be 
enclosed in a separate envelope provided 
for that purpose and delivered to the clerk 
of the circuit court of the county in which 
the election is held with the other election 
returns as provided in IC 3. 

STATEOFINDlANA 

COUNTY OF """"",," 
ss: 

We, the undersigned. certify that the record of 
signatures shown in this list is the voters' poll list of 
the ....... Election held on the ....... day of ...... " 
.... " in ....... Precinct, ....... Township (or Ward), 
City (or Town) of ...... " in this County and State. 

In Witness Whereof, we subscribe our names, this 
....... dayof .....•........ 

Inspector 
Attest: 

Judge 
Attest: 

Judge 
Clerks of 

Election Board Election Board 
All duly sworn according to law. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-3-21. Poll list sheets, book and 
covers constitute election supplies. -
The looseleaf poll list sheets, the book form 
poll lists, and the covers required by 
sections 17 and 19 [IC 3-11-3-17 and 
3-11-3-19] of this chapter are a part of the 
election supplies. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-3-22. Instruction cards - Lan­
guage - Number - Delivery to inspec­
tors. - (a) Each county election board 
shall have printed in at least 14 point type 
on cards in English, braille, and any other 
language that the board considers neces­
sary, the following: 
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(1) Instructions for the guidance of 
voters in preparing their ballots. 
(2) Instructions explaining the proce­
dure for write-in voting. 
(3) Write-in voting notice cards that 
must be posted in each precinct that 
utilizes a voting machine or ballot 
card voting system that does not per­
mit write-in voting. The notice cards 
must direct voters who want to cast 
write-in votes to request a write-in 
ballot from an election official. 

(b) The board shall furnish the number 
of cards it determines to be adequate for 
each precinct to the inspector at the same 
time the board delivers the ballots for the 
precinct and shall furnish a magnifier 
upon request to a voter who requests a 
magnifier to read the cards. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7; P.L.3-1987, § 216; P.LA-1991, § 64; 
P.L.3-1993, § 120.] 

3-11-3-23. Instruction cards - Con­
tents. - (a) The cards required by section 
22 [IC 3-11-3-22] of this chapter must 
contain instructions to the voters as to 
what must be done to: 

(1) Obtain ballots for voting; 
(2) Prepare ballots for voting; and 
(3) Obtain a new ballot in place of one 
accidentally defaced, mutilated, or 
spoiled. 

(b) The cards must contain, in 
underlined type, the following: 

(1) That it is a crime to violate Indi­
ana election laws. 
(2) That the voter should examine the 
ballot to determine if it contains the 
initials of the poll clerks in ink on the 
back of the ballot. 
(3) That the voter should examine the 
ballot to determine if the ballot has 
any mark (other than the initials of 
the poll clerks) before voting. 
(4) That the voter should not make 
any mark on the ballot except a voting 
mark in the manner provided by IC 
3-12-1 because a mark other than a 
voting mark may void the ballot. 
(5) That the voter should return the 
ballot to the poll clerks and request 
another ballot if: 

(A) The poll clerks' initials have not 
been properly placed on the ballot; 
(B) The ballot has a mark (other 
than the initials of the poll clerks) 
before the voter places a voting 
mark on the ballot; or 
(C) The voter has improperly 
marked the ballot. 

(c) The cards must also set out copies of 
IC 3-14-2-16, IC 3-14-2-17, IC 3-14-3-10, IC 
3-14-3-13, IC 3-14-3-15, IC 3-14-3-16, and 

IC 3-14-4-9. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 217.] 

3-11-3-24. Instruction cards - Post­
ing. - The inspector of each precinct shall 
have the cards required by section 22 [IC 
3-11-3-22] of this chapter posted as follows: 

(1) One (1) of each card in each place 
or compartment provided for the prep­
aration of ballots. 
(2) One (1) of each card at or close to 
the out end of the chute but not closer 
than fifty (50) feet from the polls. 
(3) At least three (3) of each card in 
and about the polls. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-3-25. Sample ballots. - The in­
spector of each precinct shall post the 
samples of each of the state and local 
ballots provided by the county .election 
board under this article in and about the 
polls. The sample ballots shall be printed 
on different paper than the genuine bal­
lots. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.1O-1988, § 102.] 

3-11-3-26. Loss or destruction of 
ballots - Report by ballot custodian -
Replacement. - If by accident or casu­
alty the ballots delivered to a county 
election board, circuit court clerk, inspec­
tor, or other messenger are lost or de­
stroyed, the person in custody of the bal­
lots shall report the loss at once to the 
election board from which the ballots were 
obtained. The person in custody of the 
ballots shall make an affidavit of the 
circumstances of the loss, and the election 
board from which the ballots were ob­
tained immediately shall resupply the 
person. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-3-27. Loss or destruction of 
ballots - Report by voter - Replace­
ment_ - If the person in custody of the 
ballots fails or refuses to report and make 
proof of the loss as required by section 26 
[IC 3-11-3-26] of this chapter, then any 
voter may do so. Upon such a report the 
election board from which the ballots were 
obtained immediately shall send a new 
supply of ballots by special messenger, as 
provided in other cases. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-3-28. Lack of ballots or sup­
plies at poll opening. - If for any reason 
there are no ballots or other necessary 
means for voting at the opening of the 
polls, the precinct election board shall 
secure them as quickly as possible. If 
necessary, the board may have ballots 
printed. However, the ballots must con­
form as nearly as possible to the official 
ballots. The printing and the care of the 
ballots are governed by the same provi-
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sions and penalties as the printing and 
care of the other ballots prescribed by this 
article. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-3-29. Candidates appointed or 
selected to fill vacancies - Only board 
and board chairman to supply and 
receive ballot pasters. - If a new candi­
date is appointed or selected under IC 
3-13-1 or IC 3-13-2 after the printing of 
ballots and before the election, the chair­
man or committee that made the appoint­
ment or selection shall provide to the 
county . election board the number of 
pasters the board determines to be neces­
sary for all ballots to reflect the appoint­
ment or selection. Pasters may not be 
given to or received by any ~erson except 
the board and the board s chairman. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 218; 
P.L.5-1989, § 49.] 

3-11-3-29.5. Pasters to cover names 
of deceased candidates. - (a) The 
county election board shall have pasters 
made to cover the name of a candidate who 
has died if: 

(1) The candidate's party does not fill 
the vacancy under IC 3-13-1 or IC 
3-13-2; and 
(2) The county election board receives 
a certificate of death issued under IC 
16-37-3 not later than the seventh day 
before the election or by unanimous 
vote of the entire membership if the 
board finds that there is good cause to 
believe that the candidate has died. 

(b) The county election board shall pro­
vide the number of opaque pasters the 
board determines to be necessary for all 
ballots to reflect a vacancy to the follow­
ing: 

(1) The absentee voter board. 
(2) The inspector of each precinct in 
which the candidate is on the ballot. 
(3) The circuit court clerk. 

[P.L.4-199I, § 65; P.L.2-1993, § 31; 
P.L.3-1993, § 121.] 

3-11-3-30. Application of pasters to 
ballots. - The circuit court clerk, if time 
permits before the ballots are delivered to 
the precincts, the poll clerks, or members 
of the absentee voter board, shall put one 
(1) of the pasters required by sections 29 
and 29.5 [IC 3-11-3-29 and IC 3-11-3-29.5] 
of this charter in the proper place on each 
ballot labe bearing the name of the former 
candidate and on each paper ballot or 
ballot card to be voted in the precinct 
before they sign their initials on the ballot. 
The circuit court clerk shall put one (1) of 
the pasters on each ballot to be voted by an 
absentee voter before the clerk signs the 

ballot. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 219; 
P.L.4-199I, § 66; P.L.3-1993, § 122.] 

3-11-3-31. Extra ballots - Retention 
- Destruction. - Each county election 
board shall preserve the unused ballots 
that are left over after supplying the 
precincts as prescribed by section 11 [IC 
3-11-3-11] of this chapter. The ballots shall 
be preserved until expiration of the time 
for filing a contest or recount petition 
under IC 3-12. The board shall then de­
stroy all of the ballots, except for one (1). 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 220; 
P.L.3-1993, § 123.1 

3-11-3-32. Placement of retained 
blank ballot - Record of ballots 
printed, delivered and destroyed. -
The county election board shall securely 
paste the one (1) ballot that was preserved 
under section 31 [IC 31-11-3-31] of this 
chapter in the election record immediately 
before the place where the vote is to be 
recorded. The board shall also enter below 
the ballot the number of ballots: . 

(1) Printed by the board; 
(2) Delivered to each messenger; and 
(3) Destroyed by the board. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-3-33. Ballot box. - Whenever a 
general election is held, the county elec­
tion board shall provide a ballot box for 
each precinct. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 221.] 

3-11-3-34. Ballot boxes - Construc­
tion. - Each ballot box provided under 
section 33 [IC 3-11-3-33] of this chapter 
must: 

(1) Have an opening in the lid suffi­
cient only for a single ballot; 
(2) Have at least two (2) locks of 
different kinds and combinations, so 
that one (1) key will not unlock the 
other; and 
(3) Be constructed to prevent fraud. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 222.] 

3-11-3-35. Responsibility of Lake 
County election board for ballots, sup­
plies, and equipment. - (a) This section 
applies to a county having a population of 
more than four hundred thousand 
(400,000), but less than seven hundred 
thousand (700,000). 

(b) In each precinct where voting is by 
voting machine or electronic voting sys­
tem, the county election board shall pro­
vide the following to be used if a voting 
machine or an electronic voting system 
malfunctions: 
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(1) The following number of paper 
ballots: 

(A) Not less than ten (10) if the 
number of registered voters in the 
precinct is not more than three 
hundred (300). 
(B) Not less than twenty-five (25) if 
the number of registered voters in 
the precinct is more than three 
hundred (300). 

(2) The necessary supplies and equip­
ment as required by IC 3-11-11. 

(c) Upon notice that a voting machine or 
an electronic voting system is out of order 
or fails to work, the precinct election board 
shall make the paper ballots provided 
under subsection (b) available to voters. 
The precinct election board shall contact 
the county election board to obtain addi­
tional ballots. 

(d) Upon notice that a voting machine 
or an electronic voting system is out of 
order or fails to work, the county election 
board shall deliver additional necessary 
supplies to any precinct in the county, 
including additional paper ballots. 
[P.L.1O-1992, § 22; P.L.20-1993, § 1.] 

CHAPTER 4 

ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION FOR 
ABSENTEE BALLOT 

SECTION. 
3-11-4-1. Voters eligible to use absentee ballots. 
3-11-4-2. Voter must apply for absentee ballot. 
3-11-4-3. Applications - Timing - Exceptions -

Absentee ballot application from 
confined voter. 

3-11-4-4. Applications - Supplying fonns. 
3·11-4-5. [Repealed.] 
3-11-4-5.1. State election board to prescribe form of 

application. 
3-11-4-6. Absent uniformed services voters - Free 

mailing of ballots - Adequate 
application for general election 
ballot. 

3-11-4-7. Applications by absent uniformed services 
voters. 

3-11-4-8. Overseas voters - Application for ballots 
- Free mailing of ballots - Ade­
quate application for general elec­
tion ballot. 

3-11-4-9. Application forms for overseas voters. 
3-11-4-10. Number of ballots required - Determina­

tion. 
3-11·4-11. [Repealed.] 
3-11-4-12. Ballots for federal and state offices and 

public questions - Preparation 
and printing. 

3-11-4-13. Delivery of ballots to circuit court clerks. 
3-11-4-14. Ballots for locally elected officials and 

issues - Preparation and print­
ing. 

3-11-4-15. Ballots for locally elected officials and 
issues - Delivery to circuit court 
clerks. 

SECTION. 

3-11-4-16. Ballots delivered to circuit court clerks­
Package labels - Safekeeping -
Distribution. 

3-11-4-17. Applications - Filing - Recordation of 
information. 

3-11-4-18. Mailing of ballots - Postage - Address 
- Time. 

3-11-4-19. Mailing of ballots - Circuit court clerk's 
seal and signature - Initials of 
absentee voter board members or 
county election board members. 

3-11-4-20. Return envelope - Mailing address -
Postage. 

3-11-4-21. Return envelope - Voter's affidavit. 
3-11-4-22. Absentee ballot records. 

3-11-4-1. Voters eligible to use ab­
sentee ballots. - A voter who is other­
wise qualified to vote in person, including 
a person eligible to vote under IC 3-7-4.5, 
but who expects to be: 

(1) Absent from the county on election 
day; 
(2) Absent from the precinct of the 
voter's residence on election day be­
cause of service as a precinct election 
officer under IC 3-6-5, IC 3-6-6, or IC 
3-6-8, as a watcher under IC 3-6-8, IC 
3-6-9, or IC 3-6-10 as a challenger or 
pollbook holder under IC 3-6-7, or as a 
person employed by an election board 
to administer the election for which 
the absentee ballot is requested; 
(3) Confined on election day to the 
voter's residence, to a health care 
facility, or to a hospital because of an 
illness or injury; 
(4) A voter with disabilities; 
(5) An elderly voter; or 
(6) Prevented from voting due to the 
voter's care of an individual confined 
to a private residence because of ill­
ness or injury; 

is eligible to vote by absentee 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
P.L.7-1990, § 40; P.L.4-1991, 
P.L.3-1993, § 124; P.L.17-1993, 
8.B.22-1993(ss), § 2.] 

ballot. 
§ 223; 

§ 67; 
§ 10; 

Editor's Note. This section was separately 
amended by P.L.3-1993 and P.L.17-1993, neither act 
referring to the other. Because the changes made by 
the acts were in conflict, corrective legislation is to be 
introduced. For convenience, the State Election 
Board has directed the Publisher to implement the 
provisions of Senate Bill 22 of the 1993 First Special 
Session for this edition of "Indiana Election Code." 

3-11-4-2. Voter must apply for ab­
sentee ballot. - A voter who is eligible to 
vote by absentee ballot must apply to the 
county election board for an official absen­
tee ballot. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 
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3·11·4·3. Applications - Timing -
Exceptions - Absentee ballot applica· 
tion from confined voter. - (a) Except 
as provided in subsections (b) and (c) and 
sections 6 and 8 [IC 3·11·4·6 and 3·11·4·8] 
of this chapter, an application for an 
absentee ballot must be received by the 
circuit court clerk not earlier than ninety 
(90) days before election day nor later 
than: 

(1) Noon on the day before eledion 
day if the voter completes the applica· 
tion in the office of the circuit court 
clerk; 
(2) Noon on the day before election 
day if the application is a mailed or 
hand delivered application from a con· 
fined voter or person caring for a 
confined person; or 
(3) Midnight on the fifth day before 
election day if the application: 

(A) Is a mailed application; or 
(B) Was transmitted by a facsimile 
(FAX) machine; 

from other voters. 
(b) This subsection applies to an absen· 

tee ballot application from a confined voter 
or person caring for a confined voter that is 
mailed or hand delivered to the circuit 
court clerk of a county having a consoli· 
dated city. An application subject to this 
subsection must be received by the circuit 
court clerk not earlier than ninety (90) 
days before election day nor later than 10 
P.M. on the third day before election day. 

(c) This subsection applies to an absen· 
tee ballot application from a confined voter 
or a person caring for a confined voter that 
is mailed or hand delivered to the circuit 
court clerk of a county having a population 
of more than four hundred thousand 
(400,000) but less than seven hundred 
thousand (700,000). An application subject 
to this section must be received by the 
circuit court clerk not earlier than ninety 
(90) days before election day nor later than 
10 P.M. on the fourth day before election 
day. [P.L.5·1986, § 7; P.L.3·1987, § 224; 
P.L.14·1987, § 1; P.L.1O·1988, § 103; 
P.L.5·1989, § 50; P.L.7·1990, § 41; 
P.L.8·1992, § 17; P.L.12·1992, § 8.] 

3·11·4·4. Applications - Supplying 
forms. - (a) Applications may be made: 

(1) In person; 
(2) By FAX transmission; or 
(3) By mail; 

on application forms furnished by the 
county election board or approved by the 
state election board. 

(b) Application forms shall: 
(1) Be furnished to all central com· 
mittees in the county no later than: 

(A) June 15, for a general election 
or a special election ordered under 
IC 3·12·8·17 or IC 3·12·11·18 follow· 
ing the primary election; or 
(B) January 15, for a primary elec· 
tion or a special election ordered 
under IC 3·12·8·17 or IC 3·12·11·18 
following the general election; 

(2) Be: 
(A) Mailed; or 
(B) Except as provided in subsec· 
tion (c), transmitted by FAX rna· 
chine; 

upon request, to a voter applying by 
mail, by telephone, or by FAX trans· 
mission; and 
(3) Be delivered to a voter in person 
who applies at the circuit court clerk's 
office. 

(c) The county election board shall: 
(1) Accept; and 
(2) Transmit; 

applications for absentee ballots under 
subsection (a) using a facsimile (FAX) 
machine only if the county election board 
owns or has access to a FAX machine. 
However, a county election board shall 
accept an application for an absentee bal· 
lot transmitted by FAX machine even 
though the application is delivered to the 
county election board by a person other 
than the person submitting the applica· 
tion. [P.L.5·1986, § 7; P.L.3·1987, § 225; 
P.L.5·1989, § 51; P.L.1O·1989, § 6; 
P.L.8·1992, § 18; P.L.3·1993, § 125.] 

3·11·4·5. [Repealed.] 

3·11·4-5.1. State election board to 
prescribe form of application. - (a) 
The state election board shall prescribe the 
form of an application for an absentee 
ballot. 

(b) The form prescribed by the state 
election board shall require that a voter 
who: 

(1) Requests an absentee ballot; and 
(2) Is eligible to vote in the precinct 
under IC 3·7·4.5; must include the 
affidavit required by IC 3·7·4.5. 
[P.L.8·1992, § 19; P.L.17·1993, § 11.] 

3·11·4·6. Absent uniformed services 
voters - Free mailing of ballots -
Adequate application for general elec· 
tion ballot. - (a) This section applies, 
notwithstanding any other provision of 
this title, to absentee ballot applications 
for an absent uniformed services voter (as 
defined in 42 U.s.C. 1973ff·6(1). 

(b) A county election board shall make 
blank absentee ballot applications avail· 
able for persons covered by this section 
after November 20 preceding the election 
to which the application applies. The per· 
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son may apply for an absentee ballot at 
any time after the applications are made 
available. If the county election board 
receives an absentee ballot application 
from a person described by this section, the 
circuit court clerk shall mail to the person, 
free of postage as provided by 39 U.S.C. 
3406, all ballots for the election immedi­
ately upon receipt of the ballots under 
sections 13 and 15 [IC 3-11-4-13 and 
3-11-4-15] of this chapter. 

(c) Whenever an absent uniformed ser­
vices voter files an application for a pri­
mary election absentee ballot and indi­
cates on the application that the voter does 
not expect to be in the county on general 
election day and on the date of any special 
election conducted during the twelve (12) 
months following the date of the applica­
tion, the application is an adequate appli­
cation for a general election absentee 
ballot under this chapter and an absentee 
ballot for a special election conducted 
during the twelve (12) months followmg 
the date of the application. The circuit 
court clerk and county election board shall 
process this application and mail general 
election and special election absentee bal­
lots to the voter in the same manner as 
other general election and special election 
absentee ballot applications are processed 
and mailed under this chapter. 

(d) This subsection applies to a county 
election board that owns or has access to a 
facsimile (FAX) machine. The county elec­
tion board may transmit and receive ab­
sentee ballots by FAX machine to voters 
covered under the Uniformed and Over­
seas Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C. 
1973fl) under the following circumstances: 

(1) If an emergency is declared by the 
President of the United States, the 
Congress of the United States, or the 
presidential designee under the Uni­
formed and Overseas Absentee Voting 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1973fl). 
(2) If otherwise mandated to do so 
under federal law. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.6-1986, § 17; 
P.L.14-1987, § 3; P.L.1O-1989, § 8; 
P.L.7-1990, § 43; P.L.8-1992, § 20.] 

3-11-4-7. Applications by absent 
uniformed services voters. - An absen­
tee ballot application under section 6 [IC 
3-11-4-6] of this chapter must: 

(1) Be made on a standard form ap­
proved under 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-(b) or 
on the form prescribed by the state 
election board under section 5.1 [IC 
3-11-4-5.1] of this chapter, and 
(2) Show that the absent uniformed 
services voter (as defined in 42 U.S.C. 
1973ff-6(1)) is a resident otherwise 

qualified to vot.e in the preCinct: 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7, P.L.14-1987, § 4, 
P.L.3-1989, § 10; P.L.8-1992, § 21.] 

3-11-4-8. Overseas' voters - Appli. 
cation for ballots - Free mailing of 
ballots - Adequate application for 
general election ballot. - (a) An over­
seas voter (as defined in 42 U.S.C. 
1973ff-6(5)) may apply for an absentee 
ballot from this state and vote by absentee 
ballot in an election in this state for which 
the voter is qualified and in which absen­
tee ballots are used. 

(b) A county election board shall make 
blank absentee ballot applications avail­
able for persons covered by this section 
after November 20 preceding the election 
to which the application applies. The per­
son may apply for an absentee ballot at 
any time after the applications are made 
available. 1f the county election board 
receives an absentee ballot application 
from a person described by this section, the 
circuit court clerk shall mail to the person, 
free of postage to the extent as provided by 
39 U.S.C. 3406', all ballots for the election 
immediately upon receipt of the ballots 
under sections 13 and 15 [IC 3-11-4-13 and 
3-11-4-15] of this chapter. 

(c) Whenever an overseas voter files an 
apl'lication for a primary election absentee 
ballot under this section and indicates on 
the application that the voter does not 
expect to be in the county on general 
election day and on the date of any special 
election conducted during the twelve (12) 
months following the date of the applica­
tion, the application is an adequate appli­
cation for a general election absentee 
ballot under this chapter and an absentee 
ballot for special election conducted during 
the twelve (12) months following the date 
of the application. The circuit court clerk 
and county election board shall process 
this application and mail general election 
and special election absentee ballots to the 
voter in the same manner as other general 
election and special election absentee bal­
lot applications arid ballots are processed 
and mailed under this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.14-1987, § 5; 
P.L.10-1989, § 9; P.L.7-1990, § 44; 
P.L.8-1992, § 22.] 

3-11-4-9. Application forms for 
overseas voters. - An absentee ballot 
application under section 8 [IC 3-11-4-8] of 
this chapter must: 

(1) Be made on a standard form ap­
proved under 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-(b) or 
on the form J'rescribed by the state 
election boar under section 5.1 [IC 
3-11-4-5.1] of this chapter; and 
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(2) Show that the overseas voter was 
a resident and otherwise qualified to 
vote in the precinct where the voter 
resided before leaving the United 
States. IP.L.5-1986, * 7; P.L.3-1987, * 227; P.L.14-1987, § 6; P.L.8-1992, 
§ 23.] 

3-11-4-10. Number of ballots re­
quired - Determination. - Each circuit 
court clerk shall: 

(1) Not less than sixty (60) days be­
fore the date on which a general, 
primary, or municipal election is held; 
or 
(2) Not more than three (3) days after 
the date on which a special election is 
ordered; 

estimate the number of absentee ballots 
that will be required in the county for the 
election. IP.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.1O-1989, 
§ 10; P.L.7-1990, § 45.] 

3-11-4-11. [Repealed.] 

3-11-4-12. Ballots for federal and 
state offices and public questions -
Preparation and printing. - (a) The 
absentee ballots for: 

(1) President and Vice President; 
(2) United States Senator; 
(3) All state offices; and 
(4) The ratification or rejection of a 
public question to be voted for by the 
electorate of the state; 

shall be prepared and printed under the 
direction of the state election board. 

(b) The state election board shall pro­
ceed to prepare and have printed such 
ballots upon certification of the political 
party tickets. 

(c) Ballots prepared by the state election 
board under this section must provide 
space for the voter to cast a write-in ballot. 

(d) The state election board shall pre­
pare a special absentee ballot for the use 
by: 

(1) Absent uniformed services voters; 
and 
(2) Overseas voters; 

who will be outside of the United States on 
general election day. 

(e) The ballot described by subsection 
(d): 

(1) Must indicate each state office to 
be elected by the voters at the general 
election; 
(2) Must set forth each public ques­
tion to be voted for at the general 
election by the electorate of the entire 
state; 
(3) May not state the name of any 
political party or candidate for elec­
tion; and 

(4) Must permit the voter to write in 
the name of a political party or a 
candidate for election to each office. 

(f) The special absentee ballot described 
in subsection: (d) must include: 

(1) A form permitting absentee regis­
tration under IC 3-7-5.1; and 
(2) A notice stating that regular ab­
sentee ballots will be mailed to the 
voter as soon as the ballots are avail­
able. IP.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 228; P.L.4-1991, § 69; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 126.] 

3-11-4-13. Delivery of ballots to cir­
cuit court clerks. - (a) Except as pro­
vided in subsection (b), the absentee bal­
lots that are prepared and printed under 
the direction of the state election board 
shall be delivered to the circuit court clerk 
or the clerk's authorized deputy not less 
than forty-five (45) days before a general 
election or thirty (30) days before a special 
election. The absentee ballots shall be 
delivered in the same manner that other 
official ballots are delivered. 

(b) An absentee ballot described by sec­
tion 12(d) IIC 3-11-4-12(d)] of this chapter 
shall be delivered by the state election 
board to the circuit court clerk or the 
clerk's authorized deputy not later than 
the first Monday in June before a general 
election. IP.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 127.] 

3-11-4-14. Ballots for locally elected 
officials and issues - Preparation and 
printing. - All absentee ballots other 
than those specified in section 12 [IC 
3-11-4-12] of this chapter shall be prepared 
and printed under the direction of each 
county election board. After completing 
the estimate required by section 10 IIC 
3-11-4-10] of this chapter, the county elec­
tion board shall immediately proceed to 
prepare and have printed the ballots. Bal­
lots prepared by the county election board 
under this section must provide space for 
the voter to cast a write-in ballot. 
IP.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.4-1991, § 70.] 

3-11-4-15. Ballots for locally elected 
officials and issues - Delivery to cir­
cuit court clerks. - The absentee ballots 
that are prepared and printed under the 
direction of a county election board shall 
be delivered to the circuit court clerk at 
least: 

(1) Forty-five (45) days before a gen­
eral, primary, or municipal election; 
(2) Thirty (30) days before a special 

election. 
IP.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.I0-1989, § 11.] 
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3-11-4-16_ Ballots delivered to cir­
cuit court clerks - Package labels -
Safekeeping - Distribution_ - Each 
package of absentee ballots delivered to a 
circuit court clerk shall be plainly marked, 
on an appropriate attached label, with the 
words: "This package contains ....... (giv-
ing number of ballots) absentee ballots." 
The clerk shall securely keep all ballots in 
the clerk's office and shall distribute them 
to applicants as provided in this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-4-17_ Applications - Filing -
Recordation of information_ - Upon 
receipt of an application for an absentee 
ballot, a circuit court clerk shall file the 
application in the clerk's office and record: 

(1) The voter's name; 
(2) The date the application is re­
ceived; 
(3) The date the ballot is mailed or 
delivered to the voter; 
(4) If mailed, the address to which the 
ballot is sent; 
(5) The date the ballot is marked 
before the clerk, or otherwise received 
from the voter; and 
(6) Any other information that is nec­
essary or advisable. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-4-18. Mailing of ballots - Post­
age - Address - Time. - (a) If a voter 
is entitled to vote an absentee ballot, the 
county election board shall, at the request 
of the voter, mail the official ballot, post­
age fully prepaid, to the address stated in 
the application. 

(b) The ballot shall be mailed: 
(1) On the day of the receipt of the 
voter's application; or 
(2) Not more than five (5) days after 
the date of delivery of the ballots 
under section 15 [IC 3-11-4-15] of this 
chapter; 

whichever is later. 
(c) In addition to the ballot mailed un­

der subsection (b), the county election 
board shall mail a special absentee ballot 
for: 

(1) Absent uniformed services voters; 
and 
(2) Overseas voters; 

who will be outside of the United States on 
general election day. 

(d) The ballot described in subsection 
(c): 

(1) Must be mailed: 
(A) On the day of the receipt of the 
voter's application; or 
(B) Not more than five (5) days 
after the date of delivery of the 

ballots under section 13(b) [IC 
3-11-4-13(b)] of this chapter; 

whichever is later; and 
(2) May not be mailed after the absen­
tee ballots described by section 13(a) 
[IC 3-11-4-13(a)] of this chapter have 
been delivered to the circuit court 
clerk or the clerk's authorized deputy. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 229; 
P.L.10-1988, § 105; P.L.4-1991, § 71; 
P.L.3-1993, § 128.] 

3-11-4-19. Mailing of ballots - Cir­
cuit court clerk's seal and signature -
Initials of absentee voter board mem­
bers or county election board mem­
bers. - (a) A ballot that is mailed must 
bear the circuit court clerk's official seal 
and signature or facsimile signature on 
the back of the ballot. Before the ballot is 
mailed: 

(1) The two (2) members of the absen­
tee voter board in the office of the 
circuit court clerk; or 
(2) The two (2) appointed members of 
the county election board or their 
designated representatives; 

shall place their initials in ink on the back 
of the ballot. The initials must be in the 
persons' ordinary handwriting or printing 
and without a distinguishing mark of any 
kind. No other initialing of the absentee 
ballot is necessary. 

(b) An absentee ballot that is voted 
before an absentee voter board under IC 
3-11-10-25 or IC 3-11-10-26 must bear the 
seal, signature, and initials prescribed by 
IC 3-11-10-27. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.6-1986, § 18; P.L.3-1987, § 230.] 

3-11-4-20. Return envelope - Mail­
ing address - Postage. - An absentee 
ballot mailed under section 18 [IC 
3-11-4-18] of this chapter shall be enclosed 
in an envelope, unsealed and stamped for 
return to the county election board by at 
least first class mail. One (1) side of the 
envelope must bear the name, official title, 
and post office address of the county elec­
tion board. The pre-addressed, stamped 
envelope shall be furnished by the county 
election board. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-4-21. Return envelope 
Voter's affidavit_ - On the other side of 
the envelope required by section 20 [IC 
3-11-4-20] of this chapter shall be printed 
an affidavit in substantially the following 
form: 

STATE OF INDIANA 

COUNTYOF __ 

) 
) ss: 
) 
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I affirm under the penalties for perjury 
that all of the following are true: 

(1) That I am: (the voter must check 
the box before the following statement 
that applies to the voter) 

( ) A resident of; or 
( ) Entitled under IC 3-7-4.5 to 
vote in: 

the ___ precinct of ___ town-
ship, or of the ___ precinct of the 
___ ward of the city or town of 

(2) That I reside at __ (the voter 
must fill in the voter's complete ad­
dress, including the name of the city 
or town) in the county of ___ and 
state of Indiana. 
(3) That I am entitled to vote in the 
precinct at the ___ election to be 
held on ___ , ___ . 
(4) That I have personally marked the 
enclosed ballot or ballots in secret and 
have enclosed them in this envelope 
and sealed them without exhibiting 
them to any other person. 

Dated __ , Signed 

[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.17-1993, § 12.] 

3-11-4-22. Absentee ballot records. 
- Each circuit court clerk shall: 

(1) Keep a separate absentee ballot 
record for each precinct in the county; 
and 
(2) Certify to each inspector, at the 
time that the absentee ballots are 
delivered: 

(A) The number of absentee ballots 
delivered Or mailed to each absentee 
voter; 
(B) The number of absentee ballots 
marked before the clerk; and 
(C) The names of the voters to 
whom the ballots were delivered or 
mailed or who marked ballots in 
person. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

CHAPTER 4.5 

VOTING SYSTEMS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

SECTION. 
3-11-4.5-1. Committee established. 
3-11-4.5-2. Composition - Qualifications of mem­

bers. 
3-11-4.S-S. Appointment of members - Terms -

Financial interest statement. 
3-11-4.5-4. Filling of vacancies. 
3-11-4.5-5. Compensation. 
3-11-4.5-6. Chairperson. 
3-11-4.5-7. Calling meetings. 
3-11-4.fi..8. Notice of meetings. 
3-11-4.5-9. Meeting rooms and staff support. 
3-11-4.5-10. Powers and duties. 

3-11-4.5-1. Committee established. 
- The Indiana voting systems advisory 
committee (referred to in this chapter as 
the "committee") is established. The com­
mittee shall advise the state election board 
on the approval of voting systems which 
have not been previously approved. 
[P.LA-1991, § 72.] 

3-11-4.5-2. Composition - Qualifi­
cations of members. - The committee 
shall be composed of seven (7) members 
who must be registered voters of Indiana 
and who meet the following qualifications: 

(1) Two (2) county election board 
members, one (1) from each of the two 
(2) major political parties of the state. 
At least one (1) of the members ap­
pointed under this subdivision must 
be a circuit court clerk. 
(2) Two (2) individuals who are famil­
iar with computer software, one (1) 
from each of the two (2) major political 
parties of the state. 
(3) One (1) individual familiar with 
mechanical voting systems. 
(4) One (1) individual who is familiar 
with electronic voting systems and 
who is from a major political party 
other than the majorlolitical party of 
the person appointe under subdivi­
sion (3). 
(5) One (1) individual who has been 
admitted to the practice of law in 
Indiana. [P.LA-1991, § 72.] 

3-11-4.5-3. Appointment of members 
- Terms - Fmancial interest state­
ment. - (a) The state election board shall 
appoint the members of the committee. 
Each member serves a term of two (2) 
years from the date of the appointment. 

(b) Before the appointment of an indi­
vidual to the committee becomes effective 
the individual must file a sworn statement 
with the ~tate ethics commission certifying 
that the mdlvldual does not have a direct 
or indirect financial interest in a voting 
equipment vendor. [P.LA-1991, § 72.] 

3-11-4.5-4. Filling of vacancies. - If 
a vacancy occurs on the committee, the 
state election board shall, within ninety 
(90) days of the vacancy, appoint an indi­
vidual having the required qualifications 
to fill the vacancy. [P.LA-1991, § 72.] 

3-11-4.5-5. Compensation. - Each 
member of the committee who is not an 
elected official is entitled to the minimum 
salary per diem provided by IC 
4-10-11-2.l(b). Each committee member is 
also entitled to reimbursement for travel­
ing expenses and other expenses actually 



3-11-4.5-6 INDIANA ELECTION CODE 164 

incurred in connection with the member's 
duties, as provided in the state travel 
policies and procedures established by the 
department of administration and ap­
proved by the budget agency. [P.L.4-1991, 
§ 72.] 

3-11-4_5-6. Chairperson. The 
chairperson of the committee shall be 
appointed by the state election board. 
[P.LA-1991, § 72.] 

3-11-4.5-7. Calling meetings. - The 
chairperson of the committee shall call a 
meeting of the committee whenever: 

(1) Required by the executive director 
or chairperson of the state election 
board; or 
(2) The chairperson considers it neces­
sary for the performance of the com­
mittee's duties. [P.LA-1991, § 72.] 

3-11-4.5-8. Notice of meetings. - The 
chairperson of the committee shall give at 
least ten (10) days written notice of meet­
ings to each committee member unless an 
emergency is declared by the chairperson. 
If an emergency is declared, the emer­
gency notice provisions of IC 5-14-1.5-5 
apply. [P.LA-1991, § 72.] 

3-11-4.5-9. Meeting rooms and staff 
support. - The state election board shall 
provide meeting rooms and staff support 
for the committee. [P.LA-1991, § 72.] 

3-11-4.5-10. Powers and duties. -
The powers and duties of the committee 
are as follows: 

(1) To serve as a technical advisor to 
the state election board. 
(2) To test or have tested for the state 
election board any voting system pro­
posed for use in the state or currently 
in use in the state to determine 
whether the system meets standards 
set by statute and rule. 
(3) To examine all contracts, leases, 
or purchase orders, and modifications 
thereof, for the sale or lease of voting 
equipment, systems, or software pro­
posed for use by county officials of 
Indiana. 
(4) To make recommendations to the 
state election board on the procure­
ment of voting systems including gen­
eral standards and provisions that 
may be applied to contracts utilized by 
county officials of Indiana when pur­
chasing or leasing voting equipment, 
systems, or software. 
(5) To recommend to the state election 
board standards and procedures for 

the approval of voting systems. 
[P.LA-1991, § 72.] 

CHAPTER 5 

APPROVAL OF VOTING MACHINES 

SECTION. 
3-11-5-1. State election board approval required. 
3-11-5-2. Request for examination and approval. 
3-11-5-3. Examination of machines - Report. 
3-11-5-4. Approval of machines. 
3-11-5-5. Improvements and changes in approved 

machines. 
3-11-5-6. Location of examinations. 
3·11-5-7. Specifications - Compliance with Ie 

3-11-5·8 - 3-11-5-20 required for 
approval. 

3-U-5-B. Specifications - Secrecy. 
3-11-5-9. Specifications - Ability to vote on all 

candidates and issues. 
3-11-5-10. Specifications - Straight party ticket 

voting - Individual candidate 
voting - Write-in candidates -
Public questions - Presidential 
electors. 

3-11-5-11. Specifications - Prevention of multiple 
voting. 

3-11-5-12. Specifications - Primary elections use. 
3-U-5-13. Specifications - Counting of votes. 
3-U-5-14. Specifications - Use determination. 
3-U-5-15. Specifications - Public counter. 
3-U-5-16. Specifications - Vote counters. 
3-U-5-17. Specifications - Lock. 
3-11-5-18. Specifications - Mechanical model for 

voter instruction. 
3-U-5-19. Specifications - Number. 
3-11-5-20. Specifications - Ballot frames and cover. 
3-11-5-21. Specifications - New machines rendering 

Ie 3-U-5-8 - 3-11-5-20 unneces­
sary. 

3-11-5-22. Purchase of machines by county executive 
- Machine requirements. 

3-11-5-23. Purchase of machines by county executive 
- Maintenance agreement re­
quired. 

3-11-5-24. Insufficient number of machines for each 
precinct. 

3-11-5-25. Care and custody of machines while not in 
use. 

3-11-5-26. Use of experimental machines. 

3-11-5-1. State election board ap­
proval required. - The state election 
board must approve any form of voting 
machine before it may be used at an 
election. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-5-2. Request for examination 
and approval. - A person owning or 
interested in a voting machine may re­
quest the state election board to examine 
the machine and report on its accuracy, 
efficiency, and capacity. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-5-3. Examination of machines 
- Report. - The state election board, on 
request, shall examine a voting machine 
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and determine whether the kind of ma­
chine examined: 

(1) Complies with the requirements of 
this chapter; and 
(2) Can be safely used by voters at an 
election under the conditions pre­
scribed by this article. 

[P.L.5-198S, § 7; P.L.3-1993, § 129.] 

3-11-5-4. Approval of machines. - If 
the state election board finds that a voting 
machine complies with this chapter and 
can be safely used by voters, the board 
shall approve the machine. Machines of its 
kind then may be adopted for use at an 
election. [P.L.5-198S, § 7.] 

3-11-5-5. Improvements and 
changes in approved machines. - Af­
ter the state election board has examined 
and approved a voting machine, an im­
provement or change that does not impair 
its accuracy, efficiency, or capacity does 
not require a reexamination or reapproval 
of the machine. [P.L.5-198S, § 7.] 

3-11-5-S. Location of examinations. 
- The state election board may go any­
where in the state to examine a machine, 
but it is not required to make the examina­
tion at any place other than the state 
capitol. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-5-7. Specifications - Compli­
ance with IC 3-11-5-8 - 3-11-5-20 re­
quired for approval. - The state elec­
tion board may not approve a voting 
machine unless the machine meets the 
specifications in sections 8 through 20 [IC 
3-11-5-8 - 3-11-5-20] of this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-5-8. Specifications - Secrecy. 
- A voting machine must insure secrecy 
to a voter in the act of voting. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] . 

3-11-5-9. Specifications - Ability to 
vote on all candidates and issues. - A 
voting machine must provide facilities 
that will permit votes to be cast for any 
candidate at any election and for Or 
against any public question. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-5-10. Specifications - Straight 
party ticket voting - Individual candi­
date voting - Write-in candidates -
Public questions - Presidential elec­
tors. - (a) A voting machine must permit 
a voter to vote: 

(1) Except at a primary election, for: 

(A) All the candidates of one (1) 
political party; 
(B) One (1) or more candidates of 
each political party; 
(C) One (1) or more candidates 
nominated by petition under IC 
3-8-6; or 
(D) A write-in candidate, unless the 
procedures in subsection (b) are fol­
lowed; 

(2) For as many candidates for an 
office as the voter may vote for, but no 
more; 
(3) For or against a public question on 
which the voter may vote, but no 
other; and 
(4) For all the candidates for presi­
dential electors of a political party or 
an independent ticket at one (1) time. 

(b) In a precinct using voting machines 
that do not permit write-in votes, the 
precinct election board shall provide a 
paper ballot to a voter who requests to cast 
a write-in vote. After such a request, a poll 
clerk, an assistant poll clerk, or a member 
of the precinct election board shall: 

(1) Require the voter to sign the poll 
list; and 
(2) Inform the voter of the procedure 
that must be followed to cast a write­
in vote. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.1l-1987, 
§ 5; P.LA-1991, § 73; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 130.] 

3-11-5-11. Specifications - Preven­
tion of multiple voting. - A voting 
machine must prevent a voter from voting 
for the same candidate, or for or against 
the same public question, more than once. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-5-12. Specifications - Primary 
elections use. - A voting machine must 
be adjustable for use in a primary election 
so that a voter may not vote for a candi­
date except those seeking nomination as 
candidates of the voter's political party. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-5-13. Specifications - Count­
ing of votes. - A voting machine must 
correctly register and accurately count all 
votes cast for each candidate, and for or 
against each public question. IP .L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-5-14. Specifications - Use de­
termination. - A voting machine must 
be designed so that it can be determined 
whether the machine has been unlocked 
and operated after once being locked. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 
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3-11-5-15. Specifications - Public 
counter. - A voting machine must show 
at all times during an election how many 
voters have voted by a device referred to as 
a public counter. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-5-16. Specifications Vote 
counters. - A voting machine must have 
a counter indicating the number of votes 
cast for each candidate and for or against 
each public question that can not be seen 
or tampered with without unlocking a 
covering device that can not be unlocked 
by a key that unlocks any other part of the 
machine. When the counters are exposed 
the machine must be designed so that it 
can no longer be placed into condition for 
operation without the use of a special key, 
which must not be in the possession of the 
election officers at the polls. If this specifi­
cation has the effect of eliminating from 
consideration any other make of machine, 
this section does not apply. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-5-17. Specifications - Lock. -
A voting machine must have an operating 
device and operating mechanism that may 
be locked before the time for opening the 
polls and after the time for closing the 
polls. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-5-18. Specifications - Mechan­
ical model for voter instruction. - A 
voting machine must be accompanied by a 
mechanical model illustrating the manner 
of votin~ on the machine, suitable for the 
instruction of voters. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-5-19. Specifications - Number. 
- A voting machine must bear a number 
that will distinguish it from any other 
machine. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-5-20. Specifications - Ballot 
frames and cover. - A voting machine 
must have the frames in which ballot 
labels are placed constructed with trans­
parent protective devices, in order that the 
names can not be mutilated or altered. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-5-21. Specifications - New ma­
chines rendering IC 3-11-5-8 
3-11-5-20 unnecessary. - Section 7 [IC 
3-11-5-7] of this chapter does not prevent 
the approval of a new or improved type of 
voting machine that renders unnecessary 
or obsolete one (1) or more of the specifica­
tions in sections 8 through 20 [IC 3-11-5-8 
- 3-11-5-20] of this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-5-22. Purchase of machines by 
county executive - Machine require­
ments. - A county executive may adopt 
and purchase or procure a voting machine 
only after determining that the machine: 

(1) Complies with this chapter; 
(2) Is thoroughly reliable and correct 
in its operation; 
(3) Is readily understood and oper­
ated; 
(4) Cannot be fraudulently manipu­
lated; and 
(5) Will unquestionably maintain the 
secrecy of the ballot. [P.L.5-1986,. § 7.] 

3-11-5-23. Purchase of machines by 
county executive - Maintenance 
agreement required. - A county execu­
tive also may not purchase or procure a 
voting machine unless the person selling 
the machine has guaranteed, in writing, to 
keep the machine in working order at least 
five (5) years. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 231; P.L.7-1990, § 46.] 

3-11-5-24. Insufficient number of 
machines for each precinct. - If it is 
impossible to supply each precinct with a 
voting machine at an election following 
the adoption of the machines in a county, 
as many machines shall be supplied as it is 
possible to procure. The county election 
board shall determine the precincts of the 
county in which the machines will be used. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-5-25. Care and custody of ma­
chines while not in use. - The circuit 
court clerk is responsible for the care and 
custody of all voting machines while not in 
use. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-5-26. Use of experimental ma­
chines. - The county election board may 
provide for the experimental use of a 
voting machine at an election in one (1) or 
more precincts in the county. The machine 
may be used without a formal adoption or 
purchase but must be approved by the 
state election board. The experimental use 
of a machine at an election is valid for all 
purposes as if formally adopted. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

CHAPTER 6 
FUND FOR PURCHASE OF VOTING 

MACHINES AND SYSTEMS 

SECTION. 

3-11-6-1. Establishment by county legislative board 
- Approval by state board of tax 
commissioners. 

3-11-6-2. Public notice and hearing of proposed 
establishment required. 
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SECTION. 
3-11-6.3. Notice of hearing on proposed establish­

ment. 
3-11-6-4. Public notice following proposal to state 

board of tax commissioners. 
3-11-6-5. Taxpayer petition objecting to proposaL 
3-11-6-6. State board of tax commissioners - Hear­

ing. 
3-11-6-7. State board of tax commissioners - Notice 

of hearing. 
3-U-6-B. State board of tax commissioners - Deci­

sion. 
3-U-6-9. Tax levy - Property taxable - Rate. 
3-11-6-10. Tax levy - Annual - Time limit -

Notice. 
3·11·6·11. Tax levy - Reduction - Rescission. 
3-11-6-12. Tax levy - Taxpayer petition requesting 

reduction or revision. 
3-11-6-13. Voting system purchase fund - Deposit of 

tax levy - Purposes - Expendi­
tures. 

3-11-6-14. Voting system purchase fund - Transfer 
of balance to general fund. 

3-11-6-1- Establishment by county 
legislative board - Approval by state 
board of tax commissioners_ - The 
legislative body of a county may establish 
a cumulative fund to provide funds for the 
purchase of voting machines, ballot card 
voting systems, or electronic voting sys­
tems. However, before the fund may be 
established, the state board of tax commis­
sioners must approve the establishment of 
the fund. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.5-1988, 
§ 6.] 

3-11-6-2. Public notice and hearing 
of proposed establishment required. -
Before submitting a proposal to establish a 
cumulative fund to the state board of tax 
commissioners for approval, a county leg­
islative body must: 

(1) Give notice of the proposed action 
to the taxpayers affected by the deci­
sion; and 
(2) Provide for a public hearing on the 
proposal. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-6-3_ Notice of hearing on pro­
posed establishment_ - A county legis­
lative body must give notice of the public 
hearing required by section 2 [IC 3-11-6-2] 
of this chapter by publication in accor­
dance with IC 5-3-1. The county legislative 
body shall also post a notice of the proposal 
and the public hearing in three (3) public 
places in the county. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-6-4_ Public notice following 
proposal to state board of tax commis­
sioners. - If after a public hearing under 
section 2 [IC 3-11-6-2] of this chapter a 
county legislative body submits a proposal 
to the state board of tax commissioners for 

approval, the state board of tax commis­
sioners shall require that a notice of the 
submission be given to the taxpayers of 
the county. The notice shaH be published 
in one (1) publication and posted in the 
same manner as required by section 3 [IC 
3-11-6-3] of this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-6-5. Taxpayer petition object­
ing to proposal- - Not later than noon 
thirty (30) days after the pUblication of the 
notice required by section 4 [IC 3-11-6-4] of 
this chapter, at least one hundred (100) 
taxpayers in the county may file a petition 
with the county auditor stating their objec­
tions to the proposed levy to fund the 
cumulative fund. Upon the filin~ of the 
petition, the county auditor shall Immedi­
ately certify the petition to the state board 
of tax commissioners. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.10-1988, § 106.] 

3-11-6-6. State board of tax commis­
sioners - Hearing_ - The state board of 
tax commissioners shall within a reason­
able time fix a date for a hearing on a 
petition filed under section 5 [IC 3-11-6-5] 
of this chapter. The hearing shaH be held 
in the county affected by the proposed 
action. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-6-7. State board of tax commis­
sioners - Notice of hearing_ - The 
state board of tax commissioners must give 
notice of the hearing required by section 6 
[IC 3-11-6-6] of this chapter to: 

(1) The county auditor; and 
(2) The first ten (10) taxpayers whose 
names appear on the petition. 

The notice must be given by letter signed 
by the secretary or any member of the 
state board of tax commissioners and sent 
by mail with prepaid postage to the audi­
tor and the taxpayers at their usual place 
of residence at least five (5) days before the 
date fixed for the hearing. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-6-8. State board of tax commis­
sioners - Decision_ - After a hearing 
upon a proposal to establish a cumulative 
fund, the state board of tax commissioners 
shall certify approval, disapproval, or mod­
ification of the proposal to the county 
auditor. The action of the state board of 
tax commissioners with respect to the 
proposed levy is final and conclusive. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-6-9. Tax levy - Property tax­
able - Rate. - To provide for a cumula­
tive fund, a county may levy a tax on all 
taxable property within the county. The 
tax may not exceed five cents ($0.05) on 
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each one hundred dollars ($100) of as­
sessed valuation. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-6-10_ Tax levy - Annual 
Time limit - Notice. - After approval 
by the state board of tax commissioners 
under section 8 [IC 3-11-6-8] of this chap­
ter, the tax rate may be levied annually 
beginning with the first annual tax levy 
and continuing for a period not exceeding 
ten (10) years. The tax levy shall be 
advertised annually as other tax levies are 
advertised. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-6-11. Tax levy - Reduction -
Rescission. - If a county considers it 
advisable after the levy has been ap­
proved, the county may reduce or rescind 
the annual levy. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-6-12. Tax levy - Taxpayer pe­
tition requesting reduction or revision. 
- At least fifty (50) taxpayers in a county 
may file with the county auditor, by noon 
August 1 of a year, a petition for reduction 
or revision of the levy approved under 
section 8 [IC 3-11-6-8] of this chapter. The 
petition must state the taxpayers' objec­
tions to the levy. The county auditor shall 
certify the petition to the state board of tax 
commissioners, and the same procedure for 
notice and hearing shall be followed that 
was required for the original levy. After a 
hearing on the petition, the state board of 
tax commissioners may confirm, reduce, or 
rescind the levy. The board's action is final 
and conclusive. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 232.] 

3-11-6-13. Voting system purchase 
fund - Deposit of tax levy - Purposes 
- Expenditures. - The tax collected 
under section 9 [IC 3-11-6-9] of this chap­
ter shall be held in a cumulative fund to be 
known as the voting system purchase 
fund. The fund may not be expended for 
any purpose other than the purchase of 
voting machines, ballot card voting sys­
tems, or electronic voting systems. Expen­
ditures may be made from the fund only 
after an appropriation has been made in 
the manner provided by law for making 
other appropriations. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 233.] 

3-11-6-14. Voting system purchase 
fund - Transfer of balance to general 
fund. - If a county legislative body 
decides that the need for additional voting 
machines, ballot card voting systems, or 
electronic voting systems no longer exists, 
the legislative body may transfer the bal­
ance in the fund to the county general 
fund. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 234.] 

CHAPrER 7 

APPROVAL OF BALLOT CARD VOTING 
SYSTEMS 

SECTION. 

3-11-7-1. Approval by state election board required. 
3-11-7-2. Rules and standards. 
3-11-7-3. Standards - Secrecy. 
3-11-7-4. Standards - Voting methods. 
3-11-7-5. Standards - Design - Construction -

Safety, efficiency and accuracy -
Rules. 

3-11-7-6. Standards for counting individual ballot 
votes - Straight party ticket vote 
and duplicating individual candi­
date votes. 

3-11-7-7. Standards for counting individual ballot 
votes - Straight party ticket 
votes - Unopposed candidates -
Combined straight party ticket 
and different individual candidate 
votes. 

3-11-7-8. Standards for counting individual ballot 
votes - Straight party ticket vot­
ing where multiple openings in 
office. 

3-11-7-9. Standards for counting individual ballot 
votes - Multiple straight party 
ticket votes. 

3-11-7-10. Standards for counting individual ballot 
votes - Fewer votes for less can­
didates than openings in office. 

3-11-7-11. Standards for counting individual ballot 
votes - More votes for candidates 
than openings in office. 

3-11-7-12. Testing of systems. 
3-11-7-13. Notice to county election board of system 

approval. 
3-11-7-14. Instructions and procedures for system 

use. 
3-11-7-15. Improvements or changes in approved 

systems. 
3-11-7-16. Disapproval of sale of system for failure to 

meet standards. 
3-11-7-17. Periodic testing of systems - Rescission of 

approval of vendor. 
3-11-7-18. Filing of copies of contracts, leases, or 

purchase orders. 
3-11-7-19. Ballot card voting system - Expiration­

Renewal application. 

3-11-7-1. Approval by state election 
board required. - The state election 
board must approve a ballot card voting 
system before it may be used in an elec­
tion. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 235.] 

3-11-7-2. Rules and standards_ -
The state election board shall adopt rules 
setting standards for the approval of ballot 
card voting systems. The board may ap­
prove a system only if it determines that 
the system: 

(1) Complies with the standards in 
the rules; and 
(2) Meets the standards in this chap­
ter. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 236.] 



169 APPROVAL OF BALLOT CARD VOTING SYSTEMS 3-11-7-9 

3-11-7-3. Standards - Secrecy. - A 
ballot card voting system must enable a 
voter to cast a vote in secrecy for all offices 
and public questions for which the voter is 
entitled to vote. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 237.] 

3-11-7-4. Standards Voting 
methods. - A ballot card voting system 
must permit a voter to vote either: 

(1) A straight party ticket for all of 
the candidates of a political party by a 
single mark or punch on each ballot 
card; 
(2) A split ticket for the candidates of 
different political parties and for inde­
pendent candidates; or 
(3) A straight party ticket and then 
split that ticket by casting individual 
votes for candidates of another politi­
cal party or independent candidate. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 238; 
P.L.3-1993, § 131.] 

3-11-7-5. Standards - Design -
Construction - Safety, efficiency and 
accuracy - Rules. - A ballot card 
voting system must be: 

(1) Suitably designed for the purpose 
used; 
(2) Of durable construction; 
(3) Safe, efficient, and accurate in the 
conduct of elections and counting of 
ballots; and 
(4) In compliance with the standards 
for systems that are purchased after 
the effective date of the standards 
established by the state election board 
under section 2 [IC 3-11-7-2] of this 
chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.6-1986, 
§ 19; P.L.3-1987, § 239; P.LA-1991, 
§ 74.1 

3-11-7-6. Standards for counting in­
dividual ballot votes - Straight party 
ticket vote and duplicating individual 
candidate votes. - If a voter votes a 
straight party ticket and also votes for one 
(1) or more individual candidates who are 
all of the same political party as the 
straight ticket vote, a ballot card voting 
system must count the straight ticket vote 
and not the individual candidate votes as 
required by IC 3-12-1-7(a). [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7; P.L.3-1987, § 240; P.L.3-1993, § 132.] 

3-11-7-7. Standards for counting in­
dividual ballot votes - Straight party 
ticket votes - Unopposed candidates 
- Combined straight party ticket and 
different individual candidate votes. -
(a) A ballot card voting system must count 
the vote for an office on a ballot in 

accordance with IC 3-12-1-7(b) and this 
section whenever: 

(1) A voter has voted a straight party 
ticket for the candidates of one (1) 
political party; 
(2) Only one (1) person may be elected 
to an office; and 
(3) The voter has voted for one (1) or 
more individual candidates for the 
office described in subdivision (2) who 
are in a political party other than the 
party for which the voter voted a 
straight ticket. 

(b) If the voter has voted for one (1) 
individual candidate for the office de­
scribed in subsection (a)(2), the individual 
candidate vote for that office must be 
counted, the straight party ticket vote for 
that office may not be counted, and the 
straight party ticket votes for other offices 
on the ballot must be counted. 

(c) If the voter has voted for more than 
one (1) individual candidate for the office 
described in subsection (a)(2), the individ­
ual candidate votes for that office may not 
be counted, the straight party ticket vote 
for that office may not be counted, and the 
straight party ticket votes for other offices 
on the ballot must be counted. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7; P.L.3-1987, § 241; P.L.3-1993, § 133.] 

3-11-7-8. Standards for counting in­
dividual ballot votes - Straight party 
ticket voting where multiple openings 
in office. - If there is an office to which 
more than one (1) person can be elected, 
and a voter votes a straight party ticket 
and then votes both for individual candi­
dates in the same political party as the 
straight ticket vote and in a different 
party for that office, or votes for only 
individuals in a different party for that 
office, a ballot card voting system must in 
accordance with IC 3-12-1-7(c) count the 
individual candidate votes and not the 
straight ticket votes for that office. How­
ever, if the number of individual candidate 
votes for that office exceeds the number of 
openings for that office, the system must 
not count any of the votes concerning that 
office. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 242; 
P.L.3-1993, § 134.] 

3-11-7-9. Standards for counting in­
dividual ballot votes - Multiple 
straight party ticket votes. - If a voter 
votes a straight party ticket for more than 
one (1) political party, a ballot card voting 
system must consider the whole ballot void 
in accordance with IC 3-12-1-7(d). 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 243; 
P.L.3-1993, § 135.] 
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3-11-7-10_ Standards for counting 
individual ballot votes - Fewer votes 
for candidates than openings in office. 
- If a voter does not vote a straight party 
ticket and the number of votes cast by the 
voter for the candidates for an office is less 
than or equal to the number of openings 
for that office, a ballot card voting system 
must count the individual candidates' 
votes in accordance with IC 3-12-1-7(e). 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 244; 
P.L.3-1993, § 136.] 

3-11-7-11. Standards for counting 
individual ballot votes - More votes 
for candidates than openings in office. 
- If a voter does not vote a straight party 
ticket and the number of votes cast by that 
voter for an office exceeds the number of 
openings for that office, a ballot card 
voting system must not count any of the 
votes concerning that office in accordance 
with IC 3-12-1-7<0. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.5-1988, § 7; P.L.3-1993, § 137.] 

3-11-7-11.5. Counting write-in votes. 
- A ballot card voting system must per­
mit the counting of write-in votes in 
accordance with IC 3-12-1-7.5. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 138.] 

3-11-7-12. Testing of systems. - The 
state election board shall have tests con­
ducted concerning the suitability of a 
ballot card voting system before determin­
ing whether to approve it. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7; P.L.3-1987, § 245.] 

3-11-7-13. Notice to county election 
board of system approval. - If the state 
election board approves a ballot card vot­
ing system, the board shall notify the 
appropriate county election board that the 
system may be used. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 246.] 

3-11-7·14. Instructions and proce­
dures for system use. - The state elec­
tion board may issue supplementary in­
structions and procedures for the safe and 
efficient use of ballot card voting systems 
to carry out this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 247.] 

3-11-7-15. Improvements or changes 
in approved systems. - (a) A proposed 
improvement or change to a ballot card 
voting system shall be reported to the 
state election board by: 

(1) The vendor, if a vendor is involved 
in the proposed change; and 
(2) The county election board, if a 
county is proposing the change. 

A proposed improvement or change may 
not be implemented before the improve­
ment or change is approved by the state 
election board. 

(b) A report of an improvement or 
change must be in the form prescribed by 
the state election board. 

(c) The state election board shall deter­
mine, within a reasonable period of time, 
whether the improvement or change im­
pairs the accuracy, efficiency, capacity, or 
ability to meet the requirements of this 
chapter or the standards adopted by the 
state election board under section 2 [IC 
3-11-7-2] of this chapter. 

(d) After the state election board has 
approved an improvement or change, the 
improvement or change may be imple­
mented. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 248; P.L.4-1991, § 75.) 

3-11-7-16. Disapproval of sale of 
system for failure to meet standards. -
The state election board may not approve 
the sale of a ballot card voting system by a 
vendor if the board finds that the system 
fails to meet all statutory requirements 
and the standards adopted by the state 
election board under section 2 [IC 3-11-7-2] 
of this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 249; P.L.5-1988, § 8; 
P.L.4-1991, § 76.] 

3-11-7-17. Periodic testing of sys· 
tems - Rescission of approval of ven­
dor. - (a) The state election board may 
periodically examine a ballot card voting 
system that the board has previously ap­
proved to determine if the system is still in 
compliance with all statutory require­
ments and the standards adopted by the 
state election board under section 2 [IC 
3-11-7-2] of this chapter. 

(b) If the state election board finds that 
a system examined under subsection (a) 
fails to meet all requirements and stan­
dards, the board may, by unanimous vote 
of all of the members of the state election 
board, rescind the board's approval of the 
vendor. 

(c) If the board's approval is rescinded 
under subsection (b), the state election 
board may, by unanimous vote of all of the 
members of the state election board: 

(1) Recommend that use of the system 
be discontinued; and 
(2) Prohibit the system from being 
leased, marketed, or sold for use in 
Indiana in an election conducted un­
der this title. 

(d) This subsection applies to a ballot 
card voting system approved before: 

(1) The initial adoption of rules under 
section 2 of this chapter; or 
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(2) A revision of the rules adopted 
under section 2 of this chapter. 

The state election board may, by unani­
mous consent of its entire membership, 
require the voting system to be tested by 
an independent authority designated by 
the state election board. The vendor shall 
pay any testing expenses under this sub­
section. 

(e) If the independent testing authority 
determines that a voting system tested 
under subsection (d) does not comply with 
the standards adopted by the state election 
board under section 2 of this chapter, the 
state election board may, by unanimous 
consent of its entire membership, prohibit 
the system from being leased, marketed, or 
sold for use in Indiana in an electIOn 
conducted under this title. 

<D This subsection applies to a ballot 
card voting system that: 

(1) The state election board has rec­
ommended discontinuing under sub­
section (b); or 
(2) An independent testing authority 
has determined under subsection (d) 
to be out of compliance with the 
standards adopted under section 2 of 
this chapter. 

Notwithstanding the recommendation un­
der subsection (b) or the determination 
under subsection (d), a ballot card voting 
system may be used in a county until the 
circuit court clerk or the county electIOn 
board of a county that uses the ballot card 
voting system files a request with the state 
election board for an InvestIgatIOn of the 
ballot card voting system and the state 
election board, by unanimous consent of its 
entire membership, makes a finding under 
subsection (g). 

(g) The state election board finding de­
scribed under subsection <D must satisfy 
both of the following: 

(1) Be based on evidence of the ballot 
card voting system's use by a county 
election board. 
(2) Contain the following determina­
tions: 

(A) The use of the voting system 
has resulted in a clear pattern of 
unreliable or erroneous casting or 
tabulation of ballots. 
(8) The continued use of the voting 
system would undermine the public 
confidence in the accuracy and in­
tegrity ofIndiana's electoral system. 
[P.L.4-1991, § 77; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 139.] 

3-11-7-18. Filing of copies of con­
tracts, leases, or purchase orders. - (a) 
The state election board may require a 
county executive to file a copy of all 

contracts, leases, or purchase orders, in­
cluding modifications, for the sale or lease 
of voting equipment, systems, or software 
with the state election board. 

(b) The state election board may advise 
or instruct county officials on the content 
of the documents listed in subsection (a). 
[P.L.4-1991, § 78.] 

3-11-7-19. Ba))ot card voting system 
- Expiration - Renewal application. 
- (a) The approval of a ballot card voting 
system under this chapter expires five (5) 
years after the date the state election 
board approves the system. 

(b) The vendor of a voting system ap­
proved under this chapter may request 
that the approval be renewed by filing an 
application with the state election board. 

(c) The application described in subsec­
tion (b) must identify all counties that are 
currently using the voting system. Before 
considering the application for renewal, 
the state election board shall give notice 
by regular United States mail of the 
application to the circuit court clerk of 
each county listed in the application. 

(d) When the state election board con­
siders the application, the board shall 
request comments regarding the renewal 
of the application from any interested 
person. . 

(e) The state election board may, by 
unanimous consent of its entire member­
ship, order the voting system t~ be tested 
by an independent authOrity deSignated by 
the state election board. The vendor shall 
pay any testing expenses under this sub­
section. 

<D The state election board shall ap­
prove an application for renewal under 
this section if the board finds that the 
voting system: 

(1) Complies with the standards pre­
scribed under this chapter; 
(2) Has worked effectively where the 
system has been used; and 
(3) Has been adequately supported by 
the vendor of the system. IP.L.3-1993, 
§ 140.] 

CHAPTER 7.5 

APPROVAL OF ELECTRONIC VOTING 
SYSTEMS 

SECTION. 
3-11-7.5-1. Authorization. 
3-11-7.5-2. Request for examination. 
~-11-7 .5-3. Establishment of standards - Compli­

ance required. 
3-11-7.5-4. Approval. 
3-11-7.5-5. Improvements or changes in approved 

systems. 
3-11-7.5-6. Location of examination. 
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SECTION. 
3·11-7.5-7. Specifications and standards for ap­

proval. 
3-U-7.5-8. Specifications for approval - Secrecy. 
3-11-7.5-9. Specifications for approval- Complete­

ness of ballot. 
3-11-7.5-10. Specifications for approval - Straight 

ticket voting - Ability to limit 
number of candidates and issues 
presented to voter. 

3-11-7.5-11. Specifications for approval - Preven­
tion of multiple voting. 

3-11-7.5-12. Specifications for approval- Ability to 
limit ballot by party affiliation in 
primary. 

3-11-7.5-13. Specifications for approval - Register 
and accurately count votes. 

3-11-7.5-14. Specifications for 8pproval- Security of 
system after voting. 

3-11-7.5-15. Specifications for approval - Counting 
of voters. 

3-11-7.5-16. Specifications for approval- Security of 
counting device. 

3-11-7.5-17. Specifications for approval - Security 
before and after polls open and 
close. 

3-11-7.5-18. Specifications for approval - Unique 
identifying number. 

3-11-7.5-19. Specifications for approval- Protection 
for ballot label. 

3-11-7.5-20. Development of improved system. 
3-11-7.5-21. Approval required for purchase or pro­

curement of system. 
3-11-7.5-22. System service agreement. 
3-11-7.5-23. Determination of precincts to receive 

system. 
3-11-7.5-24. Care and custody while not in use. 
3-11-7.5-25. Experimental use of a system at elec­

tion. 
3-11-7.5-26. Periodic testing of systems - Rescission 

of approval of vendor. 
3-11-7.5-27. Filing of copies of contracts, leases, or 

purchase orders. 
3-11-7.5-28. Electronic voting system - Expiration 

- Renewal application. 

3-11-7.5-1. Authorization. The 
state election board must approve any 
form of electronic voting system before it 
may be used at an election. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 250.] 

3-11-7.5-2. Request for examination. 
- A person owning or interested in an 
electronic voting system may request the 
state election board to examine the system 
and report on its accuracy, efficiency, and 
capacity. [P.L.3-1987, § 250.] 

3-11-7.5-3. Establishment of stan­
dards - Compliance required. - The 
state election board shall adopt rules es­
tablishing standards for electronic voting 
systems purchased after the effective date 
of the standards. The board may approve a 
system only if the system complies with 
the: 

(1) Requirements of this chapter; and 

(2) Standards adopted by the state 
election board. 

[P.L.3-1987, § 250; P.L.4-1991, § 79.] 

3-11-7.5-4. Approval. - If the state 
election board finds that an electronic 
voting system complies with this chapter 
and the standards adopted by the state 
election board under section 3 [IC 
3-11-7.5-3] of this chapter, the board may 
approve the system. The approved system 
then may be adopted for use at an election. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 250; P.L.4-1991, § 80.] 

3-11-7.5-5. Improvements or 
changes in approved systems. - (a) A 
proposed improvement or change to an 
electronic voting system shall be reported 
to the state election board by: 

(1) The vendor, if a vendor is involved 
in the proposed change; and 
(2) The county election board, if a 
county is proposing the change. 

A proposed improvement or change may 
not be implemented before the improve­
ment or change is approved by the state 
election board. 

(b) A report of an improvement or 
change must be in the form prescribed by 
the state election board. 

(c) The state election board shall deter­
mine within a reasonable period of time 
whether the improvement or change im­
pairs the accuracy, efficiency, capacity, or 
ability to meet the requirements of this 
chapter or of the standards adopted by the 
state election board under section 3 [IC 
3-11-7.5-3) of this chapter. 

(d) After the state election board has 
examined and approved an improvement 
or change to an electronic voting system, 
the improvement or change ~ay be imple­
mented. [P.L.3-1987, § 250, P.L.4-1991, 
§ 81.] 

3-11-7.5-6. Location of examination. 
- The state election board may go any­
where in the state to examine a system, 
but it is not required to make the examina­
tion at any place other than the state 
capitol. [P.L.3-1987, § 250.) 

3-11-7.5-7. Specifications and stan­
dards for approval. - The state election 
board may not approve an electronic vot­
ing system unless the system meets: 

(1) The specifications in sections 8 
through 19 [IC 3-11-7.5-8 
3-11-7.5-19) of this chapter; and 
(2) The standards adopted by the 
state election board under section 3 
[IC 3-11-7.5-3) of this chapter. 
IP.L.3-1987, § 250; P.L.4-1991, § 82.] 
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. 3-11-7.5-S. Specifications for ap­
proval - Secrecy. - An electronic vot­
ing system must ensure secrecy to a voter 
in the act of voting. [P.L.3-1987, § 250.) 

3-11-7.5-9. Specifications for ap­
proval - Completeness of ballot. - An 
electronic voting system must provide fa­
cilities that will permit votes to be cast for 
any candidate at any election and for or 
against any public question. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 250.) 

3-11-7.5-10. Specifications for ap­
proval - Straight ticket voting - Abil­
Ity to limit number of candidates and 
issues presented to voter. - An elec­
tronic voting system must permit a voter 
to vote: 

(1) Except at a primary election, for 
all the candidates of one (1) political 
party, for one (1) or more candidates of 
each political party, or for one (1) or 
more candidates nominated by peti­
tion; 
(2) For as many candidates for an 
office as the voter may vote for, but no 
more; 
(3) For or against a public question on 
which the voter may vote, but no 
other; and 
(4) For all the candidates for presi­
dential electors of a political party or 
an independent ticket at one (1) time. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 250; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 141.] 

3-11-7.5-11. Specifications for ap­
proval - Prevention of multiple vot­
ing. - An electronic voting system must 
prevent a voter from voting for the same 
candidate or for or against the same public 
question more than once. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 250.) 

3-11-7.5-12. Specifications for ap­
proval - Ability to limit ballot by 
party affiliation in primary. - An elec­
tronic voting system must be adjustable 
for use in a primary election so that a 
voter may not vote for a candidate except 
those seeking nomination as candidates of 
the voter's political party. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 250.) 

3-11-7.5-13. Specifications for ap­
proval - Register and accurately 
count votes. - An electronic voting sys­
tem must correctly register and accurately 
count all votes cast for each candidate and 
for or against each public question. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 250.] 

3-11-7.5-14. Specifications for ap­
proval - Security of system after vot­
ing. - An electronic voting system must 
be designed so that it can be determined 
whether the system has been operated 
after once being secured against additional 
voting. [P.L.3-1987, § 250.) 

3-11-7.5-15. Specifications for ap­
proval - Counting of voters. - An 
electronic voting system must be able to 
indicate during an election how many 
voters have voted by use of a counting 
deVIce. [P.L.3-1987, § 250.) 

3-11-7.5-16. Specifications for ap­
proval - Secunty of counting device. 
- An electronic voting system must have 
a counting device that records the number 
of votes cast for each candidate and for or 
against each public question on the ballot 
that cannot be tampered with or altered at 
any time while votes are being cast on the 
system. When the computer memory pack 
that permits votes to be recorded on the 
counting device is removed, the system 
must be designed so that it can no longer 
be placed into operation. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 250.) 

3-11-7.5-17. Specifications for ap­
proval - Security before and after 
polls open and close. - An electronic 
voting system must have a device Or 
method that prevents the operation of the 
system before the time for opening the 
polls and after the time for closing the 
polls. [P.L.3-1987, § 250.) 

3-11-7.5-1S. Specifications for ap­
. proval - Unique identifying number. 
- Each electronic voting system must 
bear a number that will distinguish it 
from any other system. [P.L.3-19S7, 
§ 250.] 

3-11-7.5-19. Specifications for ap­
proval - Protection for ballot label. -
An electronic voting system must have the 
frame in which the ballot label is placed 
constructed with a transparent protective 
sheet in order that the names cannot be 
mutilated or altered. [P.L.3-1987, § 250.] 

3-11-7.5-20. Development of im­
proved system. Section 7 [IC 
3-11-7.5-7) of this chapter does not prevent 
the approval of a new or improved type of 

\ electronic voting system that renders un-
necessary or obsolete one (1) or more of the 
specifications in sections 8 through 19 lIC 
3-11-7.5-8 - 3-11-7.5-19) of this chapter. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 250.) 
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3-11-7.5-21. Approval required for 
purchase or procurement of system. -
A county executive may adopt and pur­
chase or procure an electronic voting sys­
tem only after the system has been ap­
I'roved by the state election board. 
LP.L.3-1987, § 250; P.L.4-1991, § 83.] 

3-11-7.5-22. System service agree­
ment. - A county executive also may not 
purchase or procure an electronic voting 
system unless the person selling the sys­
tem has guaranteed, in writing, to keep 
the system in working order at least five 
(5) years. [P.L.3-1987, § 250; P.L.7-1990, 
§ 47,] 

3-11-7.5-23. Determination of pre­
cincts to receive system. - If it is 
impossible to supply each precinct with an 
electronic voting system at an election 
following the adoption of the systems in a 
county, as many systems shall be supplied 
as it is possible to procure. The county 
election board shall determine the pre­
cincts of the county in which the systems 
will be used. [P.L.3-1987, § 250.] 

3-11-7.5-24. Care and custody while 
not in use. - The circuit court clerk is 
responsible for the care and custody of all 
electronic voting systems while not in use. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 250.] 

3-11-7.5-25. Experimental use of a 
system at election. - The county election 
board may provide for the experimental 
use of an electronic voting system at an 
election in one (1) or more precincts in the 
county. The system may be used without a. 
formal adoption or purchase but must be 
approved by the state election board. The 
experimental use of a system at an elec­
tion is valid for all purposes as if formally 
adopted. [P.L.3-1987, § 250.] 

3-11-7.5-26. Periodic testing of sys­
tems - Rescission of approval of ven­
dor. - (a) The state election board may 
periodically examine an electronic voting 
system that the board has previously ap­
proved to determine if that system is still 
in compliance with all statutory require­
ments and the standards adopted by the 
state election board under section 3 [IC 
3-11-7.5-3] of this chapter. 

(b) If the state election board finds that 
a system examined under subsection (a) 
fails to meet all requirements and stan­
dards, the board may, by unanimous vote 
of all of the members of the state election 
board, rescind the board's approval of the 
vendor. 

(c) If the board's approval is rescinded 
under subsection (b), the state election 
board may by unanimous vote of all of the 
members of the state election board: 

(1) Recommend that use of the system 
be discontinued; and 
(2) Prohibit the system from being 
leased, marketed, or sold for use in 
Indiana in an election conducted un­
der this title. 

(d) This subsection applies to an elec-
tronic voting system approved before: 

(1) The initial adoption of rules under 
section 3 of this chapter; or 
(2) A revision of the rules adopted 
under section 3 of this chapter. 

The state election board may, by unani­
mous consent of its entire membership, 
require the voting system to be tested by 
an independent authority designated by 
the state election board. The vendor shall 
pay any testing expenses under this sub­
section. 

(e) If the independent testing authority 
determines that a voting system tested 
under subsection (d) does not comply with 
the standards adopted by the state election 
board under section 3 of this chapter, the 
state election board may, by unanimous 
consent of its entire membership, prohibit 
the system from being leased, marketed, or 
sold for use in Indiana in an election 
conducted under this title. 

(0 This subsection applies to an elec-
tronic voting system that: 

(1) The state election board has rec­
ommended discontinuing under sub­
section (b); or 
(2) An independent testing authority 
has determined under subsection (d) 
to be out of compliance with the 
standards adopted under section 3 of 
this chapter. 

Notwithstanding the recommendation un­
der subsection or the determination under 
subsection (d), an electronic voting system 
may be used in a county until the circuit 
court clerk or the county election board of 
a county that uses the electronic voting 
system files a request with the state 
election board for an investigation of the 
electronic voting system and the state 
election board, by unanimous consent ofits 
entire membership, makes a finding under 
subsection (g). 

(g) The state election board finding de­
scribed under subsection (I) must satisfy 
both of the following: 

(1) Be based on evidence of the elec­
tronic voting system's use by a county 
election board. 
(2) Contain the following determina­
tions: 

(A) The use of the voting system 
has resulted in a clear pattern of 
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unreliable or erroneous casting or 
tabulation of ballots. 
(B) The continued use of the voting 
system would undermine the public 
confidence in the accuracy and in­
tegrity ofIndiana's electoral system. 
[P.L.4-1991, § 84; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 142.) 

3-11-7.5-27. Filing of copies of con­
tracts, leases, or purchase orders. - (a) 
The state election board may require a 
county executive to file a copy of all 
contracts, leases, or purchase orders, in­
cluding modifications, for the sale or lease 
of voting equipment, systems, or software 
with the state election board. 

(b) The state election board may advise 
or instruct county officials on the content 
of the documents listed in subsection (a). 
fP.LA-1991, § 85.) 

3-11-7.5-28. Electronic voting sys­
tem - Expiration - Renewal applica­
tion. - (a) The approval of an electronic 
voting system under this chapter expires 
five (5) years after the date the state 
election board approves the system. 

(b) The vendor of a voting system ap­
proved under this chapter may request 
that the approval be renewed by filing an 
application with the state election board. 

(c) The application described in subsec­
tion (b) must identify all counties that are 
currently using the voting system. Before 
considering the application for renewal, 
the state election board shall give notice 
by regular United States mail of the 
application to the circuit court clerk of 
each county listed in the application. 

(d) When the state election board con­
siders the application, the board shall 
request comments regarding the renewal 
of the application from any interested 
person. 

(e) The state election board may, by 
unanimous consent of its entire member­
ship, order the voting system to be tested 
by an independent authority designated by 
the state election board. The vendor shall 
pay any testing expenses under this sub­
section. 

(I) The state election board shall ap­
prove an application for renewal under 
this section if the board finds that the 
voting system: 

(1) Complies with the standards pre­
scribed under this chapter; 
(2) Has worked effectively where the 
system has been used; and 

(3) Has been adequately supported by 
the vendor of the system. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 143.) 

CHAPTER 8 

VOTING PROCEDURES GENERALLY 

SECTION. 
3-U-S·!' Applicability. 
3-11-8-2. Voters to vote in precinct of residence -

Exceptions. 
3-11-8-3. Precinct voting room - County executive 

to provide - Location outside 
precinct. 

3-11-8-3.1. Designation of polls - Inaccessibility for 
voters with disabilities. 

3-11-8-3.2. N atice of voting place - Change of voting 
place. 

3-11-8-4. Precinct voting room - Availability of 
public buildings. 

3-11-8-4.1. Only one location for precinct polls. 
3-11-8-4.2. Location of polls in town with largest 

population. 
3-11-8-4.3. Precinct with less than two hundred fifty 

voters. 
3-11-8-5. Precinct voting room - Location where 

alcoholic beverages kept or sold 
prohibited. 

3-11-8-6. Accessibility to elderly voters and voters 
with disabilities - Special voting 
polls. 

3-11-8-7. Precinct voting room - Division into 
areas. 

3-11·S-S. Poll hours. 
3-11-8-9. Proclamation of poll opening and closing. 
3-11-8-10. Record of poll closing proclamation. 
3-11-8-11. Voters eligible to vote when polls close. 
3-11-8-12. Adjournment or recess in poll hours pro-

hibited. 
3-11-8-13. Voting and comments by poll clerks, 

judges and inspectors. 
3-11-8-14. Reading of IC 3-14-4-7 at poll opening­

Oath of precinct election board 
regarding IC 3-14-4-7. 

3-11-8-15. Persons allowed in polls. 
3-11-8-16. Persons allowed in and around poll chutes. 
3-11-8-17. Number of voters permitted in polls at one 

time. 
3-11-8-18. Conversations in polls. 
3-11-8-19. Order of entry into poll chutes - An­

nouncement of name to chal­
lengers. 

3-11-8-20. Challenges - Affidavit required. 
3-11-8-21. Challenges - Form of affidavit. 
3-11-8-22. Challenged voters - Voting. 
3-11-8-23. Challenged voters - Affidavit of eligibil­

ity to vote. 
3·11-S-24. [Repealed.] 
3-11-8-25. Procedure upon voter entering polls -

Challenge of voter's identity by 
clerk. 

3-11-8-26. Voters unable to sign or having difficulty 
in signing poll lists. 

3-11-8-27. Voter challenges by precinct election 
board members. 

3-11-8-28. Stamping or marking of affidavit or form 
of registration. 

3-11-8-29. Separate poll lists not permitted. 
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SECTION. 
3-11-8-30. Poll lists - Return to circuit court clerk 

- Retention. 
3-U-8-3! - 3-U-8-33. [Repealed.] 

3-11-8-1. Applicability. - This chap­
ter applies to each precinct. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-8-2. Voters to vote in precinct 
of residence - Exceptions. - A voter 
shall vote at the polls for the precinct 
where the voter resides except when au­
thorized to vote in another precinct under 
IC 3-7-4, IC 3-7-4.5, or at a special voting 
poll under section 6 [IC 3-11-8-6] of this 
chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.1O-1988, 
§ 107; P.L.4-1991, § 86; P.L.17-1993, 
§ 13.] 

3-11-8-3. Precinct voting room -
County executive to provide - Loca­
tion outside precinct. - (a) Before each 
election each county executive shall secure 
for each precinct of the county a suitable 
room in which to hold the election. 

. (b) If there is no suitable room available 
within the precinct, then the polls may be 
located in a public building in an adjoining 
precinct if the public building is: 

(1) Not more than one (1) mile from 
the closest boundary of the precinct for 
which it is the polls; or 
(2) Is located in the same township as 
the precinct that has no suitable room 
available, if the polling place complies 
with accessibility requirements for 
disabled voters established by the 
state election board. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 251; P.L.3-1993, § 144.] 

3·11-8-3.1. Designation of polls -
Inaccessibility for voters with disabili­
ties. - A county executive shall designate 
the polls for each precinct not less than 
thirty (30) days before election day. The 
county executive shall then file the report 
required by section 6 [IC 3-11-8-6] of this 
chapter concerning polls that are inacces­
sible to voters with disabilities. 
[P.L.13-1988, § 8; P.LA-1991, § 87.] 

3-11-8-3.2. Notice of voting place -
Change of voting place. - (a) A county 
executive shall give ten (10) days notice of 
the. place of voting in each precinct by 
publication in the manner prescribed by IC 
5-3-1-4. If it is necessary to change a place 
for voting after giving notice, notice of the 
change shall be given in the same manner. 
However, except as provided in subsection 
(b), no change may be made within two (2) 
days before an election. 

(b) If the county election board deter­
mines by a unanimous vote of the board's 
entire membership that the use of a poll­
ing place at an election would be danger­
ous or impossible, the county election 
board may order the relocation of the 
polling place during the final two (2) days 
before an election. The county election 
board shall give the best possible notice of 
this change to news media and the voters 
of the precinct. [P.L.13-1988, § 9; 
P.L.3-1993, § 145.] 

3-11-8-4. Precinct voting room -
Availability of public buildings. -
School buildings, fire stations, and all 
other public buildings shall be made avail­
able without charge to a county for holding 
an election. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-8-4.1. Only one location for 
precinct polls. - The polls for each 
precinct may be located in only one (1) 
place. [P.L.13-1988, § 10.] 

3-11-8-4.2. Location of polls in town 
with largest population. - If there is 
one (1) or more towns in a township that 
contains only one (1) precinct, the county 
executive shall locate the polls at a conve­
nient location in the town that has the 
largest population. [P.L.13-1988, § 11.] 

3-11-8-4.3. Precinct with less than 
two hundred fifty voters. - If a precinct 
contains less than two hundred fifty (250) 
voters, the county executive may locate 
the polls for the precinct at the polls for an 
adjoining precinct, using the precinct elec­
tion board of the adjoining precinct. 
[P.L.13-1988, § 12; P.L.5-1989, § 53.] 

3-11-8-5. Precinct voting room -
Location where alcoholic beverages 
kept or sold prohibited. - An election 
may not be held in a room in which 
alcoholic beverages are kept or sold. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-8-6. Accessibility to elderly 
voters and voters with disabilities -
Special voting polls. - (a) If possible, 
the county executive shall locate the polls 
for each precinct in a facility that meets 
accessibility guidelines established by the 
state election board for voters with disabil­
ities and elderly voters. If the county 
executive determines that no accessible 
facility is available in a precinct and that 
no facility can be made temporarily acces­
sible, the county executive shall designate 
one (1) special voting poll in the county at 
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least thirty (30) days before election day. A 
special voting poll must: 

(1) Be accessible to voters with dis­
abilities and elderly voters under 
guidelines established by the state 
election board; and 
(2) Operate under all other require­
ments for precincts and polls under 
this title. 

(b) The county executive shall: 
(1) Provide public notice; and 
(2) File a report; 

listing each inaccessible precinct and each 
special voting poll in the county with the 
state election board at least thirty (30) 
days before election day. The list shall be 
available to any person upon request. 

(c) A precinct poll may also be used as a 
special voting poll for the county if the 
precinct poll meets the guidelines for ac­
cessibility by voters with disabilities and 
elderly voters established by the state 
election board. 

(d) The circuit court clerk or board of 
registration shall assign a special voting 
poll to a voter with disabilities or elderly 
voter: 

(1) Whose regular precinct poll is in­
accessible to voters with disabilities or 
elderly voters; and 
(2) Who submits an application on a 
form prescribed by the state election 
board at least ten (10) days before 
election day. 

(e) Applications may be submitted un-
der subsection (d)(2): 

(1) In person at the principal office of 
the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration; or 
(2) By mail. 

(0 The precinct election board at a spe-
cial voting poll shall do the following: 

(1) Provide each voter with disabili­
ties or elderly voter assigned under 
subsection (d) a ballot that includes all 
offices and public questions to be voted 
for in the voter's precinct of residence. 
(2) Prepare a separate poll list for the 
voters with disabilities and elderly 
voters assigned to the special voting 
poll. 

(g) Votes cast at a special voting poll 
shall be counted and reported in the same 
manner as votes cast at a precinct under 
this title. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 252; P.L.1O-1988, § 108; P.L.4-199I, 
§ 88.] 

3-11-8-7. Precinct voting room - Di­
vision into areas. - In preparing the 
polls for an election, the county executive 
shall: 

(1) Have placed within the room a 
railing separating the part of the room 

to be occupied by the precinct election 
board from that part of the room to be 
occupied by the voting machines, bal­
lot card voting system, electronic vot­
ing systems, and the three (3) or more 
booths or compartments for marking 
paper ballots, whenever either or two 
(2) of these voting systems are used; 
(2) Ensure that the portion of the 
room set apart for the precinct election 
board includes a door at which each 
voter appears for challenge; and 
(3) Provide a chute with a railing, 
rope, or wire on each side, beginning 
fifty (50) feet away from and leading 
to the door for challenge and to the 
room in which the election is held. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 253.] 

3-11-8-8. Poll hours. - The polls in 
each precinct open at 6 A.M. and close at 6 
P.M. on election day. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-8-9. Proclamation of poll open­
ing and closing. - The inspector of each 
precinct shall proclaim the opening and 
closing of the polls to the people outside 
the polls in a loud tone of voice. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.J 

3-11-8-10. Record of poll closing 
proclamation. - The poll clerks of each 
precinct shall make a record of: 

(1) The inspector's proclamation of 
the closing of the polls; and 
(2) The time the proclamation was 
made. 

The poll clerks shall enter the record 
required by this section on the tally pa­
pers. After the record has been made no 
more voters may vote except as provided in 
section 11 [IC 3-11-8-11] of this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-8-11. Voters eligihle to vote 
when polls close. - When the hour for 
closing the polls occurs, the precinct elec­
tion board shall permit all voters who: 

(1) Have passed the challengers' and 
who are waiting to announce their 
names to the poll clerks for the pur­
pose of signing the poll list; 
(2) Have signed the poll list but who 
have not voted; or 
(3) Are in the act of voting; 

to vote. In addition, the inspector shall 
require all voters who have not yet passed 
the challengers to line up in single file 
within the chute. The poll clerks shall 
record the names of the voters in the 
chute, and these voters may vote unless 
otherwise prevented according to law. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 
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3-11-8-12_ Adjournment or recess in 
poll hours prohibited. - After the open­
ing of the polls, there may be no adjourn­
ment or recess until after the polls have 
been closed and the inspector is ready to 
leave with the ballot box and other docu­
ments and papers to be delivered to the 
circuit court clerk. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 254.] 

3-11-8-13. Voting and comments hy 
poll clerks, judges and inspectors. -
An inspector, judge, or poll clerk of a 
precinct may not vote after the polls have 
closed nor make a statement concerning 
the result of the election before the closing 
of the polls. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-8-14. Reading of IC 3-14-4-7 at 
poll opening - Oath of precinct elec­
tion board regarding IC 3-14-4-7. - At 
the opening of the polls, the inspector of 
each precinct shall read IC 3-14-4-7 to the 
precinct election board. Each member of 
the board shall take an oath that the 
member has not violated and will not 
violate IC 3-14-4-7. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-8-15. Persons allowed in polls. 
- (a) Persons other than: 

(1) Members of a precinct election 
board; 
(2) Poll clerks and assistant poll 
clerks; 
(3) Election sheriffs; 
(4) Deputy election commissioners; 
(5) Watchers; and 
(6) Minor children accompanying 
voters as provided under IC 3-11-11-8 
and IC 3-11-12-29; 

are not permitted in the polls during an 
election except for the purpose of voting. 

(b) This subsection applies to a simu­
lated election for minors conducted with 
the authorization of the county election 
board. An individual participating in the 
simulated election may be in the polls for 
the purpose of voting. A person supervis­
ing the simulated election may be in the 
polls to perform the supervision. 

(c) The inspector of a precinct has au­
thority over all simulated election activi­
ties conducted under subsection (b) and 
shall ensure that the simulated election 
activities do not interfere with the election 
conducted in that polling place. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.4-1991, § 89; 
P.L.3-1993, § 146.] 

3-11-8-16. Persons allowed in and 
around poll chutes. - Challengers and 
pollbook holders appointed under IC 3-6-7 
are entitled to stand at the sides of the 
chute. No other person may remain within 

fifty (50) feet of the chute except for the 
purpose of offering to vote. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7; P.L.3-1993, § 147.] 

3-11-8-17. Number of voters permit­
ted in polls at one time. - In a precinct 
for which assistant poll clerks are pro­
vided, as many as six (6) voters may be' 
admitted to the polls at one time for the 
purpose of voting. If there are no assistant 
poll clerks, no more than three (3) voters 
may be admitted to the polls at anyone 
time. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-8-18. Conversations in polls. -
A voter or person offering to vote may not 
converse or communicate with a person 
other than a member of the precinct elec­
tion board while at the polls. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-8-19. Order of entry into poll 
chutes - Announcement of name to 
challengers. - Voters shall approach and 
enter the chute in the order in which they 
appear for the purpose of voting. A voter 
shall immediately announce the voter's 
full and true name to the challengers. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-8-20. Challenges - Affidavit 
required. - If a voter offering to vote is 
challenged by a challenger or by a member 
of the precinct election board, the person 
challenging the voter shall reduce the 
challenge to affidavit form, setting forth 
succinctly the reasons for the challenge. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-8-21. Challenges - Form of af­
fidavit. - The affidavit of challenge pre­
scribed by section 20 [IC 3-11-8-20] of this 
chapter must be in the following form: 

I swear (or affirm) that I am informed 
and believe that ....... , now offering to 
vote, is not a legal voter in this precinct for 
the following reasons: .............. I ob-
tained the information from ....... and 
. . . . . . . . .. I understand that making a false 
statement on this affidavit is punishable 
under the penalties of peIjury. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-8-22. Challenged voters - Vot­
ing. - A voter challenged under section 
20 [IC 3-11-8-20] of this chapter may vote 
if the voter: 

(1) Makes an affidavit in writing that 
the voter is a legal voter of the pre­
cinct; and 
(2) Unless the voter's name appears 
on the registration list, produces a 
certificate of error issued by a regis-
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tration official of the county in accor­
dance with IC 3-7-3-6 showing that 
the voter is registered in the precinct 
where the voter resides and offers to 
vote, or produces an affidavit executed 
under IC 3-7-4 or IC 3-7-4.5, if the 
voter executed an affidavit under 
those provisions. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 109; P.LA-1991, § 90; 
P.L.17-1993, § 14.] 

3-11-8-23. Challenged voters - Affi­
davit of eligibility to vote. - The affida­
vit of a challenged voter required by 
section 22 [IC 3-11-8-22] of this chapter 
must be in the following form: 
I swear (or affirm): 

(1) That I am a citizen of the United 
States; 
(2) That my date of birth is __ _ 
to the best of my information and 
belief; 
(3) That I have been a resident of this 
precinct for thirty (30) days immedi­
ately before this election or qualify to 
vote in this precinct under IC 3-7-4 or 
IC 3-7-4.5; 
(4) That I am generally known by the 
name in which I now desire to vote, 
which is ; 
(5) That I have not voted and will not 
vote in any other precinct in this 
election; 
(6) That my occupation is __ _ 
and 
(7) That my present residence is 
____ (ifin a city or town, give the 
street or number), and that thirty (30) 
days before this election I resided at 
____ , I removed from to 

on the following date 

I understand that making a false state­
ment on this affidavit is punishable under 
the penalties of peljury. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
P.L.1O-1988, § 110; P.LA-1991, 
P.L.17-1993, § 15.] 

3-11-8-24. [Repealed.] 

§ 255; 
§ 91; 

3-11-8-25. Procedure upon voter en­
tering polls - Challenge of voter's 
identity by clerk. - (a) After a voter has 
passed the challengers or has been sworn 
In, the voter shall be admitted to the polls. 
Upon entering the polls, the voter shall 
announce the voter's name to the poll 
clerks or assistant poll clerks. A poll clerk, 
an assistant poll clerk, or a member of the 
precinct election board shall require the 
voter to sign on the poll list the voter's 
name, and current address of residence. 

(b) This subsection does not apply to 
precinct in a county with a computerized 
registration system whose inspector was: 

(1) Furnished with a list certified un­
der IC 3-7-7-9; and 
(2) Not furnished with a certified pho­
tocopy of the signature on the affidavit 
of registration of each voter of the 
precinct for the comparison of signa­
tures under this section. 

In case of doubt concerning a voter's 
identity, the precinct election board shall 
compare the voter's signature with the 
signature on the affidavit of registration or 
any certified copy of the signature pro­
vided under IC 3-7-7-11. If the board 
determines that the voter's signature is 
authentic, the voter may then vote. If 
either poll clerk doubts the voter's identity 
following comparison of the signatures the 
poll clerk shall challenge the voter in the 
manner prescribed by section 21 [IC 
3-11-8-21] of this chapter. 

(c) If, in a precinct governed by subsec-
tion (b): 

(1) The poll clerk does not execute a 
challenger's affidavit; or 
(2) The voter executes a challenged 
voter's affidavit under section 22 [IC 
3-11-8-22] of this chapter or had exe­
cuted the affidavit before signing the 
poll list; 

the voter may then vote. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 256; P.L.5-1989, § 54; 
P.L.7-1990, § 48; P.L.1-1991, § 5.] 

3-11-8-26. Voters unable to sign or 
having difficulty in signing poll lists. -
If a voter: 

(1) Cannot sign; or 
(2) Is a voter with a disability that 
makes it difficult for the voter to sign; 

the voter's name and address, the poll 
clerks shall, by proper interrogation, sat­
isfy themselves that the voter is the person 
the voter represents the voter to be. If 
satisfied as to the voter's identity, one (1) 
of the poll clerks shall then place on the 
poll list the name of the voter and the 
voter's current address of residence. The 
poll clerk shall then add the clerk's initials 
in parentheses, after or under the signa­
ture. The voter then may vote. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 257; 
P.L.1-1990, § 9; P.LA-1991, § 92.] 

3-11-8-27. Voter challenges by pre­
cinct election hoard members. - If a 
member of a precinct election board is not 
satisfied that a person who offers to vote is 
the person who the person represents the 
person to be, the member may challenge 
the person and the person may vote only if 
the person signs the affidavit required to 
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be signed by voters who are challenged 
under section 20 [IC 3-11-8-20] of this 
chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-8-28. Stamping or marking of 
affidavit or form of registration. - As 
soon as a voter has voted, the precinct 
election board shall stamp or otherwise 
mark the affidavit or form of registration, 
in the space provided for that purpose, 
showing that the voter has voted at the 
election. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-8-29. Separate poll lists not 
permitted. - A rrecinct election board 
may not keep a pol list other than the poll 
list required by section 25 [IC 3-11-8-25] of 
this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-8-30. Poll lists - Return to cir­
cuit court clerk - Retention. - Each 
inspector shall return the poll lists, to­
gether with the oaths of the precinct 
election board members, in a sealed enve­
lope separate from all other precinct elec­
tion returns to the circuit court clerk. The 
clerk shall preserve the poll lists for the 
{leriod required by IC 3-1O-1-3l. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1993, § 148.] 

3-11-8-31 - 3-11-8-33. [Repealed.] 

CHAPTER 9 
ASSISTANCE TO CERTAIN VOTERS 

SECTION. 
3-11-9-1. Applicability. 
3-11-9-2. Voters with disabilities or unable to read or 

write English - Assistance by 
designated person. 

3-11-9-3. Assistance for voters with disabilities. 
3·11·9-4. [Repealed.l 

3-11-9-1. Applicability. - This chap­
ter applies to each precinct and to absentee 
voting. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.8-1992, § 24.] 

3-11-9-2. Voters with disabilities or 
unable to read or write English -
Assistance by designated person. - (a) 
A voter who: 

(1) Is a voter with disabilities; or 
(2) Is unable to read or write English; 

may request assistance in voting before 
entering the voting booth and designate a 
person (other than the voter's employer, an 
officer of the voter's union, or an agent of 
the voter's employer or union) to assist the 
voter in voting at an election, as required 
by 42 U.S.C. 1973aa-6. 

(b) This subsection does not apply to a 
person designated by a voter described by 
subsection (a) who is voting absentee be-

fore two (2) members of the absentee voter 
board. The person designated must exe­
cute a sworn affidavit on a form provided 
by the precinct election board or absentee 
voter board stating that, to the best of the 
designated person's knowledge, the voter: 

(1) Is a voter with disabilities or is 
unable to read or write English; and 
(2) Has requested the designated per­
son to assist the voter in voting under 
this section. 

(c) The person designated may then 
accompany the voter into the voting booth 
and assist the voter in marking the voter's 
paper ballot or ballot card or in registering 
the voter's vote on the voting machine or 
electronic voting system. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 258; P.L.1O-1988, § 112; 
P.L.4-1991, § 93; P.L.8-1992, § 25; 
P.L.3-1993, § 149.] 

3-11-9-3. Assistance for voters with 
disabilities. - (a) The following individ­
uals shall assist a voter described by 
section 2 [IC 3-11-9-2] of this chapter who 
requests assistance in voting before enter­
ing the voting booth but does not wish to 
designate a person under that section. 

(1) The two (2) judges if the voter is 
voting at a precinct. 
(2) Two (2) members of the absentee 
voter board if the voter is voting 
absentee. 

(b) This subsection does not apply to a 
person designated by a voter described by 
subsection (a) who is voting absentee be­
fore two (2) members of the absentee voter 
board. The individuals described in subsec­
tion (a) shall execute a sworn affidavit on a 
form provided by the precinct election 
board stating that, to the best of the 
individuals' knowledge, the voter: 

(1) Is a voter with disabilities or is 
unable to read or write English; 
(2) Has requested assistance in vot­
ing; and 
(3) Does not wish to designate a per­
son to assist the voter in voting under 
section 2 of this chapter. 

(c) The two (2) individuals described in 
subsection (a) shall then accompany the 
voter into the voting booth to assist the 
voter in marking the voter's paper ballot 
or ballot card or in registering the voter's 
vote on the voting machine or electronic 
voting system. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 259; P.L.10-1988, § 113; 
P.L.4-1991, § 94; P.L.8-1992, § 26; 
P.L.3-1993, § 150.] 

3-11-9-4. [Repealed.] 
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CHAPTER 10 

VOTING BY ABSENTEE BALLOT 
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3-11-10-1. Voting procedure. 
3-11-10-1.5. Recasting absentee ballots. 
3-11-10-2. Use of pen or pencil. 
3-11-10-3. Time limit for receipt of ballot by county 

election board. 
3-11-10-4. Examination of voter's signature. 
3-ll-l0-5. Signature on ballot found to be nol 

genuine. 
3-11-10-6 .. Signature on ballot envelope disputed­

Delivery to precinct election 
boaro. 

3-11-10-7. Signature on ballot envelope disputed­
Determination of status by pre­
cinct election board. 

3-11-10-8. Genuine signature on ballot envelope -
Delivery to circuit court clerk. 

3-11-10-9. Genuine signature on ballot envelope -
Storage by circuit court clerk. 

3-11-10-10. Storage of ballots by county election 
boards. 

3-11-10-11. Circuit court clerk to visit post office on 
election day. 

3-11-10-12. Delivery of ballots to precinct election 
board - Time. 

3-U-I0-13. Delivery of ballots to precinct election 
board - Persons making delivery 
- Receipt. 

3-11-10-14. Ballots received after delivery to precinct 
election board. 

3-11-10-15. Opening of outer envelope - Examina­
tion of voter's signature. 

3-11-10-16. Opening of ballot envelope - Placement 
ofbalIot in ballot box - Entry on 
poll list. 

3-11-10-17. Unacceptable or rejected ballots -
Grounds. 

3-11-10-18. Unacceptable or rejected ballots - Dis­
position. 

3-11-10-19. Initialing ballot. 
3-11-10-20. Announcement of absentee ballot to chal­

lengers and pollbook holders. 
3-11-10-21. Challenge at polls to absentee voter -

Grounds - Determination. 
3-11-10-22. Challenge at polls to absentee voter -

Evidence - Procedure. 
3-11-10-23. Ballots of voters dying after voting. 
3-11-10-24. Voters entitled to vote by mail. 
3-11-10-25. III or injured persons, persons caring for 

others, and voters with disabili­
ties. 

3-11-10-26. Application - Time for voting. 
3-11-10-27. When official seal, signature, and initials 

required. 
3-11-10-28. Marking ballot - Placement in envelope 

- Degree of privacy. 
3-11-10-29. Voting before absentee voter board -

Affidavit on envelope. 
3-11-10-30. Voting at polls by voters receiving absen­

tee ballots - General conditions. 
3-11-10-31. Voting at polls by voters receiving absen­

tee ballots - Voters not return­
ing absentee ballot. 

3-11-10-32. Voting at polls by voters receiving absen­
tee ballots - Voters who have 
returned absentee ballot. 

SECTION. 

3-11-10-33. Voting at polls by voters receiving absen­
tee ballots - Voter's ballot al­
ready deposited in ballot box. 

3-11-10-34. Voting at polls by voters receiving absen-
tee ballots - Voter's ballot re­
jected. 

3-11-10-35. Ballots unopened at poll closing. 
3-11-10-36. Absentee voter board members - Ap­

pointment - Qualifications. 
3-11-10-37. Absentee voter board members - Nomi­

nations. 
3-11-10-38. Absentee voter board members - Com­

pensation. 
3-11-10-39. Absentee voter board members - Train-

ing session. , ',' 

3-11-10-1. Voting procedure. - A 
voter voting by absentee ballot shall make 
and subscribe to the affidavit prescribed by 
IC 3-11-4-21. The voter then shall: 

(1) Mark the ballot in the presence of 
no other person; 
(2) Fold each ballot separately; 
(3) Fold each ballot so as to conceal 
the marking; 
(4) Enclose each ballot, with the seal 
and signature of the circuit court clerk 
on the outside, together with any 
unused ballot, in the envelope pro­
vided; 
(5) Securely seal the envelope; and 
(6) Either mail the envelope to the 
county election board or deliver it in 
person. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.) 

3-11-10·1.5. Recasting absentee bal­
lots. - (a) This section applies to a voter 
voting by an absentee ballot that includes 
a candidate for election to office who: 

(1) Ceases to be candidate; and 
(2) Is succeeded by a candidate se­
lected under IC 3-13-1 or IC 3-13-2. 

(b) If the original absentee ballot has 
not been delivered to the appropriate pre­
cinct and deposited in the ballot box, the 
absentee voter may recast their ballot. To 
obtain another set of ballots the absentee 
voter must present a written request for 
another set of ballots from the circuit court 
clerk. 

(c) Upon receiving a written request 
under subsection (b), the circuit court clerk 
shall do the following: 

(1) Place the written request with the 
absentee voter's original ballots. 
(2) Mark "canceled" on the original 
set of ballots. 
(3) Preserve the original ballots with 
other defective ballots. 
(4) Deliver a new set of ballots to the 
absentee voter. 

[P.LA-1991, § 95.) 

3-11-10-2. Use of pen or pencil. - A 
voter voting by absentee ballot may mark 
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a ballot with ~ pen or a lead fenci!. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7, P.L.5-1989, § 55. 

3-11-10-3. Time limit for receipt of 
ballot by county election board. - A 
county election board must receive an 
absentee ballot in time for the board to 
deliver the ballot· to the precinct election 
board of the voter's precinct before the 
closing of the polls on election day. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-4. Examination of voter's 
signature. - Upon receipt of an absentee 
ballot, a county election board shall imme­
diately examine the signature of the ab­
sentee voter to determine its genuineness. 
The board shall compare the signature as 
it appears upon the envelope containing 
the absentee ballot with the signature of 
the voter as it appears upon the applica­
tion for the absentee ballot. The board may 
also compare the signature on the ballot 
envelope with any other admittedly genu­
ine signature of the voter. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-10-5. Signature on ballot found 
to be not genuine. - If a county election 
board unanimously finds that the signa­
ture on a ballot envelope is not genuine, 
the board shall write upon the ballot 
envelope the words "The county election 
board has questioned the genuineness of 
the signature of this voter." These ballots 
shall be delivered to the polls on election 
day under section 12 [IC 3-11-10-12] of this 
chapter with instructions to verify the 
voter's signature under section 15 [IC 
3-11-10-15] of this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7; P.L.3-1987, § 260.] 

3-11-10-6. Signature on ballot enve­
lope disputed - Delivery to precinct 
election board. - If a county election 
board is unable to unanimously determine 
whether the signature on a ballot envelope 
is genuine, the board shall write upon the 
ballot envelope the words "Signature Dis­
puted." The board then shall deliver all 
disputed ballot envelopes, together with 
any evidence of a documentary nature 
presented before the board, to the proper 
precinct at the same time that undisputed 
ballots are delivered. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-7. Signature on ballot enve­
lope disputed - Determination of sta­
tus by precinct election board. - After 
receipt of disputed ballots under section 6 
[IC 3-11-10-6] of this chapter, a precinct 
election board shall determine whether 
each disputed ballot will be voted or re­
jected. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-8. Genuine signature on bal­
lot envelope - Delivery to circuit court 
clerk. - If a county election board 
unanimously finds that the signature on a 
ballot envelope is genuine, the board shall 
enclose immediately the accepted and 
unopened ballot envelope, together with 
the voter's application for the absentee 
ballot in a large or carrier envelope. The 
envelope shall be securely sealed and 
endorsed with the name and official title of 
the circuit court clerk and the following 
words: "This envelope contains an absen­
tee ballot and must be opened only at the 
polls on election day while the polls are 
open." [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-9. Genuine signature on bal­
lot envelope - Storage by circuit court 
clerk. - Each circuit court clerk shall 
keep all accepted ballot envelopes securely 
in the clerk's office until they are delivered 
to the proper precincts in accordance with 
section 12 [IC 3-11-10-12] of this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-10. Storage of ballots by 
county election boards. - During the 
period that absentee. ballots are being 
received, each county election board shall 
keep the ballots in cabinets, boxes, or a 
room upon which there are two (2) locks, 
one (1) for each of the appointed members 
of the board. Each day the absentee ballots 
shall be placed in the cabinets, boxes, or 
room under the direction of the appointed 
members of the board. If an appointed 
member cannot be present each day, then 
that member shall designate someone 
from the member's political party to be 
present with the key to the lock at the 
time the ballots are secured. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.) 

3-11-10-11. Circuit court clerk to 
visit post office on election day. - On 
election day each circuit court clerk (or an 
agent of the clerk) shall visit the appropri­
ate post office to accept delivery of absen­
tee envelopes at the latest possible time 
that will permit delivery of the ballots to 
the appropriate precinct election boards 
before 6 P.M. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-12. Delivery of ballots to 
precinct election board - Time. - (a) 
Each county election board shall have all 
absentee ballots delivered to the precinct 
election boards at their respective polls on 
election day. 

(b) The absentee ballots shall be deliv­
ered during the hours that the polls are 
open and in sufficient time to enable the 
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precinct election boards to vote the ballots 
during the time the polls are open. 

(c) This subsection applies to a special 
write-in absentee ballot described in: 

(1) 42 U.S.C. 1973fffor federal offices; 
and 
(2) IC 3-11-4-12(d) for state offices. 

If the county election board receives both a 
special write-in absentee ballot and the 
regular absentee ballot described by IC 
3-11-4-12 from the same voter, the county 
election board shall reject the special 
write-in ballot and deliver only the regular 
absentee ballot to the precinct election 
board. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 151.] 

3-11-10-13. Delivery of ballots to 
precinct election board - Persons 
making delivery - Receipt. - The 
appointed members of the county election 
board or members of the absentee voter 
boards established under section 36 [IC 
3-11-10-36] of this chapter shall deliver 
the absentee ballots under section 12 [IC 
3-11-10-12] of this chapter. The delivery of 
the absentee ballots must be at all times 
under the combined control of members of 
both political parties represented on the 
county election board. Upon delivery of 
absentee ballots to a precinct election 
board, the inspector shall sign a receipt for 
the ballots. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-14. Ballots received after 
delivery to precinct election board. -
Subject to section 11 [IC 3-11-10-11] of this 
chapter, absentee ballots received by mail 
after the county election board has started 
the final delivery of the ballots to the 
precincts on election day are considered as 
arriving too late and need not be delivered 
to the polls. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-15. Opening of outer enve­
lope - Examination of voter's signa­
ture. - At any time between the opening 
and closing of the polls on election day, the 
inspector, in the presence of the precinct 
election board, shall: 

(1) Open the outer or carrier envelope 
containing an absentee ballot enve­
lope and application; 
(2) Announce the absentee voter's 
name; and 
(3) Compare the signature upon the 
application with the signature upon 
the affidavit on the ballot envelope. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-16. Opening of ballot enve­
lope - Placement of ballot in ballot 
box - Entry on poll list. - (a) If the 

inspector finds under section 15 [IC 
3-11-10-15] of this chapter that: 

(1) The affidavit is properly executed; 
(2) The signatures correspond; 
(3) The absentee voter is a qualified 
voter of the precinct; 
(4) The absentee voter is registered; 
(5) The absentee voter has not voted 

in person at the election; and 
(6) In case of a primary election, if the 
absentee voter has not previously 
voted, the absentee voter has executed 
the proper declaration relative to age 
and qualifications and the politi.cal 
party with which the absentee' voter 
intends to affiliate; 

then the inspector shall open the envelope 
containing the absentee ballots so as not to 
deface or destroy the affidavit and take out 
each ballot enclosed without unfolding or 
permitting a ballot to be unfolded or 
examined. 

(b) The inspector shall then hand the 
ballots to the judges who shall deposit the 
ballots in the proper ballot box and enter 
the absentee voter's name on the poll list, 
as if the absentee voter had been present 
and voted in person. 

(c) If an absentee ballot is opened under 
this section in a precinct using voting 
machines, the precinct election board shall 
prepare certificates and memoranda under 
IC 3-12-2-6 that distinguish the votes cast 
by absentee ballots from votes cast on 
voting machines. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 261.] 

3-11-10-17. Unacceptable or re­
jected ballots - Grounds. - If the 
inspector finds under section 15 [IC 
3-11-10-15] of this chapter that: 

(1) The affidavit is insufficient; 
(2) The signatures do not correspond 
or there is no signature; 
(3) The absentee voter is not a quali­
fied voter in the precinct; 
(4) The absentee voter has voted in 
person at the election; 
(5) The absentee voter has not regis­
tered; 
(6) The ballot is open, or has been 
opened and resealed; 
(7) The ballot envelope contains more 
than one (1) ballot of any kind; 
(8) In case of a primary election, if the 
absentee voter has not previously 
voted, the voter failed to execute the 
proper declaration relative to age and 
qualifications and the political party 
with which the voter intends to affili­
ate; or 
(9) The ballot has been challenged 
and not supported; 
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then the ballots may not be accepted or 
counted. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 262.] 

3-11-10-18. Unacceptable or re­
jected ballots - Disposition. - Each 
ballot not accepted or counted for any of 
the reasons prescribed by section 17 [IC 
3-11-10-17] of this chapter shall, without 
being unfolded to disclose how it is 
marked, be endorsed with the words: "Re­
jected (giving the reason or reasons there­
for)." All rejected absentee ballots shall be 
enclosed and securely sealed in an enve­
lope on which the inspector shall write the 
words: "Defective absentee ballots." The 
inspector shall also identify the precinct 
and the date of the election on the enve­
lope containing the rejected ballots. The 
defective absentee ballots shall be re­
turned to the same officer and in the same 
manner as prescribed by this title for the 
return and preservation of official ballots 
cast and uncast at the election. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-19. Initialing ballot. - If a 
circuit court clerk has signed an absentee 
ballot and the ballot has been initialed as 
prescribed by IC 3-11-4-19, no other ini­
tialing is required. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 263.] 

3-11-10-20. Announcement of absen­
tee ballot to challengers and pollbook 
holders. - Before depositing an absentee 
ballot in a ballot box, the inspector shall: 

(1) Notify the challengers and the 
pollbook holders that the inspector is 
about to deposit an absentee ballot; 
and 
(2) Provide the challengers and poll­
book holders with the name and ad­
dress of the absentee voter so that the 
voter may be challenged under this 
article. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-21. Challenge at polls to ab­
sentee voter - Grounds - Determina­
tion. - The vote of an absentee voter may 
be challenged at the polls for the reason 
that the absentee voter is not a legal voter 
of the precinct where the ballot is being 
cast. The precinct election board may hear 
and determine a challenge under this 
section as though the ballot was cast by 
the voter in person. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-22. Challenge at polls to ab­
sentee voter - Evidence - Procedure. 
- If an absentee ballot is challenged 
under section 21 [IC 3-11-10-21] of this 
chapter, the absentee voter's application 
for an absentee ballot shall be considered 

as the affidavit required to be made by a 
voter when challenged at the polls while 
voting in person. In all other respects the 
challenge procedure is the same as though 
the ballot was cast by the voter in person. 
If a proper affidavit is made that would 
entitle the absentee voter to vote if the 
absentee voter had personally appeared, 
then the absentee ballot shall be placed in 
the ballot box. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-23. Ballots of voters dying 
after voting. - If proof is given to a 
precinct election board that an absentee 
voter marked and forwarded an abse'ntee 
ballot but died before election day, then 
the inspector shall return the ballot of the 
deceased voter with the other defective 
ballots to the officer issuing the ballots. 
However, the casting of an absentee ballot 
by a deceased voter does not invalidate an 
election. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-24. Voters entitled to vote 
by mail. - Each voter entitled to vote by 
absentee ballot is entitled to vote by mail. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.4-1991, § 96.] 

3-11-10-25. III or injured persons, 
persons caring for others, and voters 
with disabilities. - (a) Voters who are 
entitled to vote by absentee ballot because 
of: 

(1) Illness or injury; or 
(2) Caring for a confined person at a 
private residence; 

under IC 3-11-4-1 and who are within the 
county on election day may vote before an 
absentee voter board or by mail. 

(b) If requested by a voter described in 
subsection (a) or by a voter with disabili­
ties whose precinct is not accessible to 
voters with disabilities, an absentee voter 
board shall visit the voter's place of con­
finement, the residence of the voter with 
disabilities, or the private residence: 

(1) During the regular office hours of 
the circuit court clerk; 
(2) At a time agreed to by the board 
and the voter; 
(3) On any of the twelve (12) days 
immediately before election day; and 
(4) Only once before an election, un­
less: 

(A) The confined voter is unavail­
able at the time of the board's first 
visit due to a medical emergency; or 
(B) The board, in its discretion, de­
cides to make an additional visit. 

(c) The county election board, by unani­
mous vote of the board's entire member­
ship, may authorize an absentee voter 
board to visit a voter who is confined due 
to illness or injury and will be outside of 
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the county on election day in accordance 
with the procedures set forth in subsection 
(b). [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 264; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 114; P.L.5-1989, § 56; 
P.LA-1991, § 97; P.L.3-1993, § 152.] 

3-11-10-26. Application - Time for 
voting. - (a) In addition to voting by 
mail, a voter entitled to cast an absentee 
ballot may vote by absentee ballot before 
an absentee voter board in the office of the 
circuit court clerk. 

(b) The voter must sign an application 
on the form prescribed by the state elec­
tion board under IC 3-11-4-5.1 before being 
permitted to vote. The application must be 
received by the circuit court clerk not later 
than the time prescribed by IC 3-11-4-3. 

(c) The voter may vote before the board 
not more than thirty (30) days nor later 
than noon on the day before election day. 

(d) The absentee voter board in the 
office of the circuit court clerk must permit 
voters to cast absentee ballots under this 
section for at least seven (7) hours on each 
of the two (2) Saturdays preceding election 
day. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 265; 
P.L.5-1989, § 57; P.LA-1991, § 98; 
P.L.8-1992, § 27.] 

3-11-10-27. When official seal, signa­
ture, and initials required. - (a) This 
section does not apply to a ballot mailed to 
a voter under this chapter. 

(b) Before a ballot is voted under section 
25 or 26 [IC 3-11-10-25 or IC 3-11-10-26] of 
this chapter before an absentee voter 
board other than the absentee voter board 
in the office of the circuit court clerk, it 
must bear the circuit court clerk's official 
seal and signature or facsimile signature 
and be initialed by the absentee voter 
board located in the office of the circuit 
court clerk. The initials must be in ink on 
the back of the ballot, in the person's 
ordinary handwriting or printing, and 
without a distinguishing mark of any 
kind. No other initialing of the absentee 
ballot is necessary. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.6-1986, § 20; P.L.3-1987, § 266; 
P.L.10-1988, § 115; P.LA-1991, § 99; 
P.L.3-1993, § 153.] 

3-11-10-28. Marking ballot - Place­
ment in envelope - Degree of privacy. 
- A voter voting before an absentee voter 
board shall mark the voter's ballot in the 
presence of the board, but not in such a 
manner that either of the members of the 
board can see for whom the voter voted, 
unless the voter requests the help of the 
board in marking a ballot under IC 3-11-9. 
The voter shall then, in the presence of the 
board, place the ballot in an envelope 

furnished by the county election board. 
The circuit court clerk shall provide, to the 
extent practicable, the same degree of 
privacy to absentee voters voting at the 
office of the circuit court clerk as provided 
to voters at the polls on election day. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.4-1991, § 100; 
P.L.8-1992, § 28.] 

3-11-10-29. Voting before absentee 
voter board - Affidavit on envelope. 
- The envelope required by section 28 [IC 
3-11-10-28] of this chapter must bear upon 
its face a printed affidavit in the following 
form: 

STATE OF INDIANA 

COUNTYOF __ 

) 
) ss: 
) 

I affirm under the penalties of peIjury 
that all of the following are true: 

I am: (the voter must check the box 
before the following statement that 
applies to the voter) 

( ) a resident of and entitled to 
vote; or 
( ) entitled under IC 3-7-4.5 to 
vote; 

in the __ -,-- precinct of --:---:---: 
township, or the precinct of 
the ward of the city or town 
of and the state ofIndiana at 
the election to be held on 

Dated __ _ 

(Signature of voter) 
Signed in our presence _.,----=-::-_=-_-:: 

(Absentee Voter Board) 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.17-1993, § 16.] 

3-11-10-30. Voting at polls by voters 
receiving absentee ballots - General 
conditions. - Even though the voter may 
have applied for and received an absentee 
ballot, a voter who returns to the voter's 
place of residence before the close of the 
polls on election day may vote in person 
under the conditions prescribed by section 
31 or 32 [IC 3-11-10-31 or 3-11-10-32] of 
this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-31. Voting at polls by voters 
receiving absentee ballots - Voters 
not returning absentee ballot. - If a 
voter has not returned an absentee ballot, 
then the voter may vote in person. How­
ever, before the voter may vote, the voter 
must return the ballot to the inspector. 
The absentee ballot shall be marked "can­
celled" and preserved with other defective 
ballots. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 
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3-11-10-32. Voting at polls by voters 
receiving absentee ballots - Voters 
who have returned absentee ballot. -
If a voter has marked and returned an 
absentee ballot but appears in person at 
the precinct before the ballot is deposited 
in the ballot box, then the voter may: 

(1) Have the voter's absentee ballot 
envelope opened in the voter's pres­
ence and the ballot contained in the 
envelope deposited in the ballot box; 
or 
(2) Request a new ballot, which the 
voter may vote as any other voter 
voting in person. However, before the 
voter may vote, the inspector shall 
take the unopened absentee ballot 
envelope and write upon the envelope 
the words "Unopened because voter 
appeared and voted in person." The 
envelope shall be preserved with other 
defective ballots. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-33. Voting at polls by voters 
receiving absentee ballots - Voter's 
ballot already deposited in ballot box. 
- If an absentee ballot has been deposited 
in the ballot box before the voter appears 
in person at the precinct, a voter may not 
vote in person. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-34. Voting at polls by voters 
receiving absentee ballots - Voter's 
ballot rejected. - If an envelope contain­
ing an absentee ballot has been marked 
"Rejected as defective" and the voter ap­
pears in person at the precinct before the 
polls close, the voter may vote as any other 
voter voting in person. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-35. Ballots unopened at poll 
closing. - If an envelope containing an 
absentee ballot has not been opened before 
the close of the polls, then the envelope 
may not be opened without an order of a 
court. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-10-36. Absentee voter board 
members - Appointment - Qualifica­
tions. - (a) Each county election board 
shall appoint absentee voter boards con­
sisting of two (2) voters of the county, one 
(1) from each of the two (2) political parties 
that have appointed members on the 
county election board. 

(b) A person is not eligible to serve on 
an absentee voter board if the person: 

(1) Is unable to read, write, and speak 
the English language; 
(2) Has any property bet or wagered 
on the result of the election; 
(3) Is a candidate to be voted for at the 
election, except as an unopposed can-

didate for precinct committeeman or 
state convention delegate; or 
(4) Is the spouse, parent, father-in­
law, mother-in-law, child, son-in-law, 
daughter-in-law, grandparent, grand­
child, brother, sister, brother-in-law, 
sister-in-law, uncle, aunt, nephew, 
niece, or first cousin of a candidate or 
declared write-in candidate to be 
voted for at the election except as an 
unopposed candidate. This subdivision 
disqualifies a person whose relation­
ship to the candidate is the result of 
birth, marriage, or adoption. This sub­
division does not disqualify a person 
who is the spouse of a first cousin of 
the candidate. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 267; P.L.7-1990, § 49; 
P.L.4-1991, § 101; P.L.3-1993, § 154.] 

3-11-10-37. Absentee voter board 
members - Nominations. - Each 
county election board shall notify the 
county chairmen of the two (2) political 
parties that have appointed members on 
the county election board of the number of 
absentee voter boards to be appointed 
under section 36 [IC 3-11-10-36] of this 
chapter. The county chairmen shall make 
written recommendations for the appoint­
ments within ten (10) days, and the county 
election board shall make the appoint­
ments as recommended. If a county chair­
man fails to make any recommendations, 
then the county election board may ap­
point any voters of the county. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-10-38. Absentee voter board 
members - Compensation. - The 
voters appointed to the absentee voter 
boards under section 36 [IC 3-11-10-36] of 
this chapter shall be compensated in the 
following manner: 

(1) The boards that are sent to voters 
under section 25 [IC 3-11-10-25] of 
this chapter are entitled to a per diem 
not to exceed fifty dollars ($50) and a 
sum for mileage equal in rate to that 
rate paid to state officers and em­
ployees. 
(2) The boards that are assigned to 
the circuit court clerk's office during 
the period from thirty (30) days before 
election day through the day before 
election day are entitled to a per diem 
not to exceed fifty dollars ($50). 
(3) The boards that are assigned to 
deliver the absentee ballots to the 
precincts on election day are entitled 
to a per diem not to exceed fifty dollars 
($50) and a sum for mileage equal in 
rate to that rate paid to state officers 
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and employees. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 268; P.L.5-1989, § 58.] 

3-11-10-39. Absentee voter board 
members - Training session. - Each 
county election board may, not later than 
the fourth day before election day, conduct 
a one (I) day training session for the 
members of the absentee voter boards. At 
the training session the duties of the 
absentee voter boards and the election 
laws and penalties pertaining to their 
duties shall be explained in detail. The 
members of absentee voter boards are 
entitled to a per diem not to exceed twenty 
dollars ($20) for attending the training 
session. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 11 
VOTING BY PAPER BALLOT 

3-11-11·1. Applicability. 
3-11-11-1.1. County board may designate use. 
3-11-11-1.5. Sample ballots - Form. 
3-11-11-1.6. Sample ballots - Delivery. 
3-11-11-1.7. Sample ballots - Distribution - Dis-

play. 
3·11-11-1.8. Time for delivery of ballots and equip­

ment to polls. 
3-11-11-1.9. Sample ballots - Verification - Post­

ing. 
3-11-11-2. Preparation for opening poBs - Inspec­

tion and locking of poll box. 
3·11-11-3. Opening and initial distribution of ballot 

packages and pens to poll clerks. 
3-11-11-4. Initialing of ballots by poll clerks. 
3-11-11-5. Resupply of poll clerks. 
3-11-11-6. Distribution of ballots and pens or pen­

cils to voters - Instructions. 
3-11-11-7. Ballot marking - Casting write-in votes. 
3-11-11-8. One voter per voting booth only - Excep­

tion for minor children - Assis-
tance by judges. 

3-11-11·9. Screening of voter during ballot marking 
- Poll booths in plain view. 

3-11-11·10. Straight party ticket voting. 
3-11-11-10.5. Time limit for voting - Enforcement. 
3-11-11-11. Folding of ballot. 
3-11·11-12. Refolding of improperly folded ballots. 
3-11-11·13. Return of ballots and pencils by voters. 
3-11-11·14. Placement of ballots in ballot box. 
3-11-11·15. Marking of poll list that voter has voted. 
3-11-11-16. Effect of voter showing ballot marks to 

another person. 
3-11-11-17. Voter to leave polls after voting. 
3·11-11-18. Voters accidently ruining ballots - Re­

placement ballots. 
3·11-11-19. [Repealed.) 

3-11-11-1. Applicability. This 
chapter applies to each precinct where 
voting is by paper ballot. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-11-1.1. County board may des­
ignate use. - A county election board 
may use paper ballots: 

(1) In any election; 
(2) In all or in some of the precincts 
within a political subdivision holding 
an election; and 
(3) Instead of or in combination with 
any other voting method. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 269.] 

3-11-11-1.5. Sample ballots - Form. 
- The state election board shall provide 
each county election board the number of 
sample ballots for each precinct considered 
adequate by the county election board. The 
sample ballots must be: 

(I) Exact copies of the official ballots 
furnished by the state election board; 
and 
(2) Printed on different colored paper 
than the official ballots. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 270.] 

3-11-11-1.6. Sample ballots - Deliv­
ery. - The state election board shall 
enclose the sample ballots in a separate 
wrapper or envelope from that of other 
papers delivered by the board to the circuit 
court clerk and deliver them to the clerk or 
the messenger authorized by the clerk to 
receive the ballots. [P.L.3-1987, § 271.] 

3-11-11-1.7. Sample ballots - Distri­
bution - Display. - (a) Each county 
election board shall provide an adequate 
number of sample ballots for each precinct 
of the county. The county election board 
shall arrange the sample ballots in the 
form of a diagram showing: 

(1) The political party ticket; and in­
dependent tickets; 
(2) The offices to be filled; 
(3) The names of the candidates; and 
(4) The public questions; 

in the same order in which they will occur 
on the official ballots printed under the 
jurisdiction of the state election board and 
the county election board. However, if 
presidential electors are to be voted for at 
an election, then the ballot of each party or 
independent ticket must be in the form 
prescribed by IC 3-10-4-1. 

(b) This subsection applies to a county 
having a population of more than four 
hundred thousand (400,000) but less than 
seven hundred thousand (700,000). At 
least ten (10) days before an election, each 
county election board shall duplicate, dis­
tribute, and cause to be posted copies of 
official sample ballots: 

(1) Received from the state election 
board; and 
(2) Prepared by the county election 
board; 

to schools, fire stations, county court­
houses, and other public buildings in the 
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county. [P.L.3-1987, § 272; P.L.I0-1988, 
§ 116; P.L.7-1991, § 5; P.L.12-1992, § 9; 
P.L.3-1993, § 155.] 

3-11-11-1.8. Time for delivery of bal­
lots and equipment to polls_ - Each 
county election board shall have the bal­
lots and all necessary furniture and appli­
ances that go with the ballots at the polls 
delivered to the appropriate precinct not 
later than 6 P.M. of the day before election 
day. The county executive shall provide 
transportation for the material if re­
quested to do so by the county election 
board. [P.L.3-1987, § 273.] 

3-11-11-1.9. Sample ballots - Verifi­
cation - Posting. - (a) Before the 
opening of the polls, the precinct election 
board shall compare the ballots with the 
sample ballots and determine whether the 
names, numbers, and letters are in agree­
ment. The board then shall certify that the 
ballots and the sample ballots are in 
agreement. Forms shall be provided for 
certification, and the certification shall be 
filed with the election returns. 

(b) The inspector of each precinct, or a 
person under the direction of the inspector, 
shall post sample ballots near the entrance 
of the chute for the precinct. The ballots 
must be available for public inspection 
throughout election day. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 274.] 

3-11-11-2. Preparation for opening 
polls - Inspection and locking of poll 
box. - (a) On the morning of election day, 
the precinct election officers shall meet at 
the polls at least one (1) hour before the 
time for opening the polls. The inspector 
then shall have: 

(1) The chute erected; 
(2) The sample ballots and instruction 
cards posted; and 
(3) Everything put in readiness for 
the commencement of voting at the 
opening of the polls. 

(b) At the opening of the polls, the 
inspector and judges shall see that there 
are no ballots in the ballot box before the 
voting begins. After the inspection of the 
box, the inspector shall: 

(1) Securely lock the box; 
(2) Give one (1) key to the judge of the 
opposite political party; and 
(3) Retain one (1) key. 

(c) Once securely locked, the ballot box 
may not be opened again until after the 
polls have been closed and the precinct 
election board is ready to immediately 
proceed with the counting, except as other­
wise provided for central counting. 

(d) The voting booths or compartments 
must be of a size and design to permit a 
voter to mark ballots in secret. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 275.] 

3-11-11-3. Opening and initial distri­
bution of ballot packages and pens to 
poll clerks. - At the opening of the polls, 
after the organization of and in the pres­
ence of the precinct election board, the 
inspector shall: 

(1) Open the packages of ballots in a 
manner that preserves the seals in­
tact; 
(2) Deliver twenty-five (25) of each of 
the state and local ballots to the poll 
clerk of the opposite political party; 
and 
(3) Deliver to the other poll clerk a 
pen for marking the ballots. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.5-1989, § 59; 
P.L.3-1993, § 156.] 

3-11-11-4. Initialing of ballots by 
poll clerks. - Upon receipt of the ballots 
and pen under section 3 [IC 3-11-11-3] of 
this chapter, the poll clerks or assistant 
poll clerks immediately shall place their 
initials in ink on the back of each ballot. 
The initials must be in the clerks' ordinary 
handwriting or printing and without a 
distinguishing mark of any kind. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 276; 
P.L.3-1993, § 157.] 

3-11-11-5. Resupply of poll clerks. 
- Following the resolution of any chal­
lenge to a voter, as each successive voter 
calls for a ballot, the poll clerks or assis­
tant poll clerks shall deliver to the voter 
the first initialed ballot of each type. The 
inspector shall then deliver to the clerks 
another ballot of each type, which the 
clerks shall initial as before. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7; P.L.3-1987, § 277.] 

3-11-11-6. Distribution of ballots 
and pens or pencils to voters - In­
structions. - After a voter has signed the 
poll list, one (1) of the poll clerks or 
assistant poll clerks shall deliver to the 
voter one (1) of each ballot that the voter is 
entitled to vote at the election and one (1) 
pencil or pen. Both judges, on request, 
shall give an explanation of the voting 
method. If necessary, a precinct election 
officer shall assist a voter in determining 
if the proper initi.als appear on a ballot: 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7, P.L.3-1987, § 278, 
P.L.5-1989, § 60; P.L.3-1993, § 158.] 

3-11-11-7. Ballot marking - Casting 
write-in votes. - (a) After receiving 
ballots under section 6 [IC 3-11-11-6] of 
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this chapter, a voter shall, without leaving 
the room, go alone into one (1) of the 
booths or compartments that is unoccupied 
and indicate: 

(1) The candidates for whom the voter 
desires to vote by making a voting 
mark on or in the squares immedi­
ately before the candidates' names; 
and 
(2) The voter's preference on each 
public question by making a votin~ 
mark in front of the word uyes" or !!no ' 
under the question. 

(b) Write-in votes shall be cast by: 
(1) Making a voting mark on or in the 
square immediately before the space 
provided for write-in voting; and 
(2) Printing the name of the candi­
date in the space provided for write-in 
voting. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.6-1986, 
§ 21; P.LA-1991, § 102.] 

3-11-11-8. One voter per voting 
booth only - Exception for minor 
children - Assistance by judges. - (a) 
Only one (1) voter may occupy a booth or 
compartment at one time. Booths shall be 
constructed and arranged so that all mem­
bers of the precinct election board can see 
whether more than one (1) voter enters a 
booth at anyone time. However, a voter 
who is a parent, grandparent, Or other 
person caring for a minor child may take 
the child into the voting booth. 

(b) If a voter needs additional instruc­
tion after entering the voting booth, the 
voter may request assistance from the two 
(2) judges. The judges shall then approach 
but not enter the voting booth and call out 
additional instructions to the voter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 279; 
P.LA-1991, § 103.] 

3-11-11-9. Screening of voter during 
ballot marking - Poll booths in plain 
view. - A voter shall mark all ballots 
while screened from observation. The exte­
rior of a voting booth or compartment and 
each area of the polls must be in plain 
view of the precinct election board. Each 
voting booth or compartment shall be 
placed so that a person voting on the 
opposite side of the railing or a person on 
the outside of the polls cannot see or 
determine how a voter votes. The inspec­
tor, judges, and poll clerks may not remain 
or allow any other person to remain in a 
position or near a position that would 
permit them to see or ascertain how a 
voter votes. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 280.] 

3-11-11-10. Strailtht party ticket vot­
ing. - If an electIOn is a general or 

municipal election and a voter desires to 
vote for all the candidates of one (1) 
political party or group of petitioners, the 
voter may make a voting mark on or in a 
large circle enclosing the device and before 
the name under which the candidates of 
the party or group of petitioners are 
printed. The voter's vote shall then be 
counted for all the candidates under that 
party name or for the two (2) candidates 
comprising an. independent ti~ket: 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7, P.L.6-1986, § 22, 
P.L.3-1987, § 281; P.L.3-1993, § 159.] 

3-11-11-10.5. Time limit for voting­
Enforcement. - (a) At a primary elec­
tion, a voter may not remain in the voting 
booth longer than three (3) minutes. 

(b) At a general, municipal, or special 
election, a voter may not remain in the 
voting booth longer than two (2) minutes. 

(c) If a voter refuses to leave the voting 
booth after the lapse of the time provided 
under subsection (a) or (b), the precinct 
election board, or the election sheriff or 
sheriffs upon the order of the board, shall 
immediately remove the voter from the 
booth. [P.L.3-1987, § 282.] 

3-11-11-11. Folding of ballot. - Be­
fore leaving the booth or compartment, a 
voter shall fold each of the voter's ballots 
separately so that: 

(1) No part of the face of a ballot is 
exposed; and 
(2) The initials of the poll clerks or 
assistant poll clerks are exposed. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 283.] 

3-11-11-12. Refolding of improperly 
folded ballots. - If a voter offers to vote 
a ballot folded so that it does not disclose 
the initials of the poll clerks or assistant 
poll clerks while also not disclosing the 
face of the ballot, the precinct election 
board shall direct the voter to return to the 
booth and fold the ballot properly. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 284.J 

3-11-11-13. Return of ballots and 
pencils by voters. - After leaving the 
booth or compartment, a voter shall return 
the pencil to the poll clerk or assistant poll 
clerk and [display] the initials on the 
ballots to the inspector (or to the judge who 
is temporarily authorized to act for the 
inspector). [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 285.] 

3-11-11-14. Placement of ballots in 
ballot box. - Upon displaying the initials 
on the ballots to the inspector (or the judge 
who is temporarily authorized to act for 
the inspector), the voter shall: 
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(1) Deposit the ballots in the ballot 
box; or 
(2) Deliver the ballots to the inspec­
tor, who shall deposit the ballots in 
the ballot box. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 286.] 

3-11-11-15. Marking of poll list that 
voter has voted. - After a voter's ballots 
have been deposited in the ballot box, the 
poll clerks or assistant poll clerks shall 
make a voting mark after the name of the 
voter on the poll list. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 287.] 

3-11-11-16. Effect of voter showing 
ballot marks to another person. - If a 
voter shows the voter's ballot or a part of 
the ballot to another person after the 
ballot has been marked so as to disclose 
any of the candidates voted for or how the 
voter voted on a public question, the ballot 
may not be deposited in a ballot box. A 
record of the occurrence shall be made on 
the poll list, and the voter may not vote 
again at the election. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.I0-1988, § 117.] 

3-11-11-17. Voter to leave polls after 
voting. - After voting, a voter shall leave 
the polls. However, a voter to whom bal­
lots and a pencil have been delivered may 
not leave the polls without: 

(1) Voting the ballots or returning 
them to the poll clerk; and 
(2) Returning the pencil to the poll 
clerk from whom the voter received it. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-11-18. Voters accidently ruin­
ing ballots - Replacement ballots. - A 
voter who by accident or mistake spoils, 
defaces, or mutilates the voter's ballot 
may, by returning the ballot to the poll 
clerks or assistant poll clerks and satisfy­
ing them that the spoiling, defacing, or 
mutilation and was not intentional, re­
ceive another ballot. The poll clerks or 
assistant poll clerks shall make a record of 
the fact on the poll list, and the ballot shall 
then be marked "VOID" by the precinct 
election board in the presence of the voter 
and returned with the other election mate­
rials as required by IC 3-10-1-31. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 288.1 

3-11-11-19. [Repealed.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 12 
VOTING BY VOTING MACHINE 

3-11-12-1. Applicability. 

SECTION. 

3-11-12-1.1. Use determined by county board. 
3-11-12-2. Ballot labels - General requirements-

Write-in ballots. 
3-11-12-3. Ballot labels - Primary elections -

Party names and devices. 
3-11-12-4. State election board sample ballots -

Number - Style - Color. 
3-11-12-5. State election board sample ballots -

Delivery to county clerks. 
3-11-12-6. County election board sample ballots -

Number - Form. 
3-11-12-7. County election board sample ballots -

Arrangement of parties. offices, 
names, in public questions. 

3·11·12·8. [Repealed.J 
3-11-12-9. Voting machine arrangement of party 

ticket. 
3-11-12-10. Voting machine arrangement of school 

district election candidates. 
3-11-12-11. Comparison of ballot labels and sample 

ballots - Posting of sample bal­
lots near ballot chute. 

3-11-12-12. Voting machine diagrams and instruc­
tion cards. 

3·11-12-13 - 3-11-12-15. [Repealed.J 
3-11-12-16. Use of voting machines for voter instruc­

tion. 
3-11-12-17. Machines used for voter instruction -

Candidates and questions listed 
- Vote tallying prohibited. 

3-11-12-18. Ballot labels - Placement on machines. 
3·11·12·19. [Repealed.] 
3-11-12-20. Alphabetical rotation of candidates' 

names in primary elections. 
3-11-12-21. Setting, adjusting and labeling machines 

prior to use. 
3-11-12-22. Delivery of machines to precinct - Time 

- Transportation. 
3-11-12-23. Inspection of sample ballots and ballot 

labels - Readjustment of ma­
chines. 

3-11-12-24. Poll preparations by inspectors - Poll 
chute erection - Posting of sam­
ple ballots and instructions -
General duties. 

3-11-12-25. Poll preparations by precinct election 
boards - Comparison of sample 
and machine ballots - Zeroing 
vote counters - Checking ma­
chines. 

3-11-12-26. Malfunctioning machines - Duties of 
county election boards. 

3-11-12-27. Placement of voting machines - Persons 
prohibited from watching voters. 

3-11-12-28. Persons allowed in vicinity of voting 
machines. 

3-11-12-29. Voting procedure. 
3-11-12-29.5. Time limit for voting - Enforcement. 
3-11-12-29.8. Disclosure of vote prior to vote register-

ing - Disqualification of voter. 
3-11-12-30. Locking of machines against voting at 

poll closing - Opening of counter 
compartments. 

3-11-12-31, 3-11-12-32. [Repealed.J 
3-11-12-33. Locking of machines following vote 

count. 
3-11-12-34. Disposition of keys after machines 

locked. 
3-11-12-35. County auditor to store keys after ma­

chines locked. 
3-11-12-36. Certificates and statements of votes cast. 
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SECTION. 
3·11-12-37. Paper vote recording roll. 
3-11-12-38. Municipal elections - Use of county 

machines permitted. 
3-11-12-39. Municipal elections - Furnishing of ma­

chines and equipment by county 
- Expenses. 

3-11-12-1_ Applicability_ This 
chapter applies to each precinct where 
voting is by voting machine. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.) 

3-11-12-1.1. Use determined by 
county board. - A county election board 
may use an approved voting machine 
system: 

(1) In any election; 
(2) In all or in some of the precincts 
within a political subdivision holding 
an election; and 
(3) Instead of or in combination with 
any other voting method. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 290.) 

3-11-12-2. Ballot labels - General 
requirements - Write-in ballots. - (a) 
The county election board shall furnish 
ballot labels. The board shall have them 
printed: 

(1) In black ink on clear white mate­
rial; 
(2) In the size that will fit in a voting 
machine; and 
(3) In plain, clear type as space will. 
reasonably permit. 

(b) The county election board may also 
provide paper ballots printed as prescribed 
m IC 3-11-2-6 for a voter desiring to cast a 
write-in ballot. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.4-1991, § 104.) 

3-11-12-3. Ballot labels - Primary 
elections - Party names and devices. 
- Political parties may be distinguished 
in a primary election by the use of differ­
ent colored ballot labels. The party device 
for a political party that has been adopted 
in accordance with IC 3-8 and the party 
name or other designation shall be 
prefixed to the list of candidates of the 
party. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.) 

3-11-12-4. State election board sam­
ple ballots - Number - Style - Color. 
- The state election board shall provide 
each county election board with the num­
ber of sample ballots the county election 
board considers adequate for each precinct. 
The sample ballots must be: 

(1) Exact copies of the official ballots 
furnished by the state election board; 
and 

(2) Printed on different colored paper 
from the official ballots. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7; P.L.3-1987, § 291.1 

3-11-12-5. State election board sam­
ple ballots - Delivery to county clerks. 
- The state election board shall enclose 
the sample ballots in a separate wrapper 
or envelope from that of other papers 
delivered by the board to the county clerk 
and deliver them to the clerk or the 
messenger authorized by the clerk to re­
ceive the ballots. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.) 

3-11-12-6. County election board 
sample ballots - Number - Form. -
Each county election board shall provide 
the number of sample ballots it considers 
adequate for each precinct of the county. 
The county election board shall arrange 
the sample ballots in the form of a diagram 
showing the entire front of a voting ma­
chine as it will appear after the ballot 
labels have been arranged on the machine 
for voting on election day. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7; P.L.3-1987, § 292.) 

3-11-12-7. County election board 
sample ballots - Arrangement of par­
ties, offices, names, in public ques­
tions. - The county election board shall 
arrange: 

(1) The political party ticket and inde­
pendent tickets; 
(2) The offices to be filled; 
(3) The names of the candidates; and 
(4) The public questions; 

on the sample ballots in the same order in 
which they will occur on the official ballots 
printed under the jurisdiction of the state 
election board and the county election 
board. However, if presidential electors 
are to be voted for at an election, then the 
first ballot label of each party or indepen­
dent ticket must be in the form prescribed 
by IC 3-10-4-1. lP.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.IO-1988, § 118; P.L.3-1993, § 160.] 

3-11-12-8. [Repealed.) 

3-11-12-9. Voting machine arrange­
ment of party ticket. - Each ticket shall 
be arranged on a voting machine for 
voting in exact accordance with the sample 
ballots furnished by the county electIOn 
board. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.) 

3-11-12-10. Voting machine ar-
rangement of school district election 
candidates. - In school district elections 
the county election board shall arrange the 
names of candidates in alphabetical order 
on the voting machines in such a way that 
the name of each candidate appears in the 
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same column of each machine used in each 
precinct. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-12-11- Comparison of ballot la­
bels and sample ballots - Posting of 
sample ballots near ballot cbute. - (a) 
Before the opening of the polls, the pre­
cinct election board shall compare the 
ballot labels with the sample ballots fur­
nished and determine whether the names, 
numbers, and letters are in agreement. 
The board then shall certify that the ballot 
labels and the sample ballots are in agree­
ment. Forms shall be provided for certifi­
cation, and the certification shall be filed 
with the election returns. 

(b) The inspector of each precinct, or a 
person under the direction of the inspector, 
shall post sample ballots near the entrance 
of the chute for the precinct. The ballots 
must be available for public inspection 
throughout election day. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 293.] 

3-11-12-12. Voting machine dia­
grams and instruction cards. - In 
addition to the sample ballots, the county 
election board may furnish diagrams (with 
instruction cards) of the front of the voting 
machine, with ballot labels pasted on the 
diagram. These diagrams shall be posted 
near the polls. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 294.] 

3-11-12-13 - 3-11-12-15. [Repealed.] 

3-11-12-16. Use of voting machines 
for voter instruction. - (a) Each county 
election board may make available at 
convenient places throughout the county 
voting machines for the instruction of the 
voters. The board shall locate the ma­
chines at places where people usually 
assemble, such as shopping centers. The 
board shall have the machines attended at 
convenient hours designated by the board 
by persons able to instruct others in their 
use. The county chairmen of the major 
political parties of the state must approve 
the persons attending the machines under 
this section. 

(b) This subsection applies to a county 
having a population of more than four 
hundred thousand (400,000) but less than 
seven hundred thousand (700,000). At 
least ten (10) days before an election, each 
county election board shall duplicate, dis­
tribute, and cause to be posted copies of 
official sample ballots: 

(1) Received from the state election 
board; and 
(2) Prepared by the county election 
board; 

to schools, fire stations, county court­
houses, and other public b~ildings in the 
county. [P.L.5-1986, § 7, P.L.3-1987, 
§ 295; P.L.7-1991, § 6; P.L.12-1992, § 10; 
P.L.3-1993, § 161-] 

3-11-12-17. Machines used for voter 
instruction - Candidates and ~ues­
tions listed - Vote tallying prohibited. 
- Each voting machine used for instruc­
tional purposes must contain the names of 
all candidates and a description of all 
public questions as they will appear on the 
official sample ballot for machines on 
election day. However, the machines may 
not be set to record a tally or total. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-12-18. Ballot labels - Place­
ment on machines. - Each count.y elec­
tion board shall, before election day, have 
the proper ballot labels put on each voting 
machine with the device named and the 
list of candidates of each political party or 
independent ticket in the same order as on 
the sample ballot. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1993, § 162.] 

3-11-12-19. [Repealed.] 

3-11-12-20. Alphabetical rotation of 
candidates' names in primary elec­
tions. - A county election board may 
require that the names of candidates for 
nomination at a primary election be ro­
tated alphabetically on voting machines. If 
the board does so, the names shall be 
rotated by precincts in regular serial se­
quence, so that each name of a list or 
group of candidates for an office appears 
upon the machines an equal number of 
times, as nearly as practicable, at the top, 
at the bottom, and in each intermediate 
place under the title of the office sought. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-12-21- Setting, adjusting and 
labeling machines prior to use. - (a) 
Before a voting machine is delivered to a 
precinct, the county election board shall 
have the machine put in order, set and 
adjusted, and labeled to be ready for use in 
voting. The board shall employ one (1) or 
more qualified persons to label and pre­
pare machines in accordance with this 
section. 

(b) The county chairman of each major 
political party of the county may appoint 
one (1) person to observe the ordering, 
setting and adjustment, and labeling of 
voting machines under subsection (a). The 
county chairman shall file the name of a 
person appointed with the circuit court 
clerk. 
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(c) A person appointed under subsection 
(b) serves until: 

(1) The county chairman notifies the 
circuit court clerk that the person's 
appointment has been revoked; 
(2) The county chairman notifies the 
clerk that the person has died; or 
(3) The person files a letter of resigna­
tion with the clerk. 

(d) A person appointed under subsection 
(b): 

(1) May attend the ordering, setting 
and adjustment, and labeling only as a 
witness; 
(2) Shall remain silent and subject to 
the orders of the board; and 
(3) May not obstruct or interfere with 
the ordering, setting and adjustment, 
or labeling. 

(e) A person appointed under subsection 
(b) is not entitled to compensation for 
services except from the political party of 
the county chairman making the appoint­
ment. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.5-1989, § 61.] 

3-11-12-22. Delivery of machines to 
precinct - Time - Transportation. -
Each county election board shall have each 
voting machine, along with all necessary 
furniture and appliances that go with the 
machine at the polls, delivered to the 
appropriate precinct not later than 6 P.M. 
of the day before election day. The county 
executi ve shall provide transportation for 
the machines if requested to do so by the 
county election board. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-12-23. Inspection of sample 
ballots and ballot labels - Readjust­
ment of machines. - After the delivery 
of a voting machine to a precinct, the 
precinct election board may meet at the 
polls on the same day and open the pack­
age containing the sample ballots and, if 
necessary, the ballot labels, to determine 
whether the machine is ready for use in 
accordance with section 20 [IC 3-11-12-20] 
of this chapter. If a machine is not in 
compliance with that section, the board 
shall immediately label, set and adjust, 
and place the machine in order or have it 
done. lP.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-12-24. Poll preparations by in­
spectors - Poll chute erection - Post­
ing of sample ballots and instructions 
- General duties. - On the morning of 
election day, each precinct election board, 
the poll clerks, and the election sheriffs 
shall meet at the polls at least one (1) hour 
before the time for opening the polls. The 
inspector then shall have: 

(1) The chute erected; 

(2) The sample ballots and instruction 
cards posted; 
(3) Everything put in readiness for 
the commencement of voting at the 
opening of the polls. fP.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-12-25. Poll preparations br 
precinct election boards - Compan­
son of sample and machine ballots -
Zeroing vote counters - Checking ma­
chines. - Before the opening of the polls, 
each precinct election board shall: 

(1) Compare the ballot labels on each 
voting machine with the sample ballot 
to see that they are correct; 
(2) See that all the counters in the 
machine are set at zero (0); and 
(3) See that the machine is otherwise 
in perfect order. 

After the counters have been set at zero 
(0), the precinct election board may not 
permit the counters to be operated or 
moved except by voters in voting. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-12-26. Malfunctioning ma-
chines - Duties of county election 
boards. - Each county election board 
shall be at its office from 5 A.M. until 6 
P.M. on election day. Upon notice that a 
voting machine is out of order or fails to 
work, the board shall be ready between 
those hours to deliver to any precinct in 
the county: 

(1) Necessary ballots; 
(2) Election booths with an adequate 
number of stalls; 
(3) Ballot boxes; and 
(4) All necessary supplies and equip­
ment as required by law. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7; P.L.3-1987, § 296.] 

3-11-12-27. Placement of voting ma­
chines - Persons prohibited from 
watching voters. - The exterior of a 
voting machine and each area of the polls 
must be in tlain view of the precinct 
election boar . Each voting machine shall 
be placed so that a person voting on the 
opposite side of the railing or a person on 
the outside of the polls can not see or 
determine how a voter votes. The inspec­
tor,judges, and poll clerks may not remain 
or allow any other person to remain in a 
position or near a position that would 
permit them to see or ascertain how a 
voter votes. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-12-28. Persons allowed in vi­
cinity of voting machines. - After the 
opening of the polls, the inspector, judges, 
and poll clerks may not allow any person 
to pass within the railing to the part of the 
room where a voting machine is situated, 
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except for the purpose of voting. Except as 
provided in IC 3-11-9, they may not permit 
more than one (1) voter at a time to be in 
the part of the room where a machine is 
situated. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-12-29. Voting procedure. - (a) 
After a voter has signed the poll list, both 
judges, on request, shall give an explana­
tion of the manner of voting. 

(b) If a voter is not challenged by a 
member of the precinct election board, the 
voter may pass the railing to the side 
where a voting machine is and into the 
voting booth or compartment. There the 
voter shall register the voter's vote in 
secret by indicating: 

(1) The candidates for whom the voter 
desires to vote by causing a voting 
mark to appear on or in the squares 
immediately above the candidates' 
names; and 
(2) The voter's preference on each 
public question by causing a voting 
mark to appear above the word "yes" 
or Ilna" under the question. 

(c) If an election is a general or munici· 
pal election and a voter desires to vote for 
all the candidates of one (1) political party 
or group of petitioners, the voter may cast 
a straight party ticket by pulling that 
party's lever. The voter's vote shall then be 
counted for all the candidates under that 
party name. If a voter pulls an indepen­
dent ticket's lever, the voter's vote shall 
only be counted for the two (2) candidates 
comprising an independent ticket and not 
for any other independent candidate on the 
ballot. 

(d) Only one (1) voter may occupy a 
booth or compartment at one time. Booths 
shall be constructed and arranged so that 
all members of the precinct election board 
can see whether more than one (1) voter 
enters a booth at anyone time. However, a 
voter who is a parent, grandparent, or 
other person caring for a minor child may 
take the child into the voting booth. 

(e) If a voter needs additional instruc­
tion after entering the voting booth, the 
voter may request assistance from the two 
(2) judges. The judges shall then approach 
but not enter the voting booth and call out 
additional instructions to the voter. 

(0 After voting, the voter shall immedi­
ately leave the booth or compartment and 
announce to the poll clerks that the voter 
has voted. The poll clerks shall make a 
voting mark after the voter's name on the 
poll list, and the voter shall leave the 
room. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 297; 
P.L.4-1991, § 105; P.L.3-1993, § 163.] 

3-11-12-29.5. Time limit for voting­
Enforcement. - (a) At a primary elec­
tion, a voter may not remain in the voting 
booth longer than three (3) minutes. 

(b) At a general, municipal, or special 
election, a voter may not remain in the 
voting booth longer than two (2) minutes. 

(c) If a voter refuses to leave a voting 
booth after the lapse of time prescribed by 
subsection (a) or (b), the precinct election 
board, or the election sheriff or sheriffs 
upon the order of the board, shall immedi­
ately remove the voter from the booth. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 298.] 

3-11-12-29.8. Disclosure of vote 
prior to vote registering - Disqualifi­
cation of voter. - If a voter shows or 
discloses to another person the candidates 
voted for or how the voter voted on a public 
question before the vote is registered, the 
vote may not be registered on the voting 
machine. A record of the occurrence shall 
be made on the poll list, and the voter may 
not vote again at the election. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 299; P.L.10-1988, § 119.] 

3-11-12-30. Locking of machines 
against voting at poll closing - Open­
ing of counter compartments. - Sub­
ject to IC 3-12-2-5, as soon as the polls are 
closed, the inspector, in the presence of the 
judges and poll clerks, immediately shall 
lock each voting machine against voting 
and open each counting compartment, giv­
ing a full view of all the counter numbers 
to the members of the precinct election 
board and to the poll clerks and election 
sheriffs. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-12-31, 3·11·12·32. [Repealed.] 

3·11·12·33. Locking of machines fol· 
lowing vote count. - As soon as the vote 
count is completed, the inspector shall 
close and lock each voting machine against 
voting or being tampered with. Each ma­
chine shall be kept locked as provided in 
section 35 [IC 3-11·12-35] of this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 300.] 

3·11·12·34. Disposition of keys after 
machines locked. - After a voting ma­
chine is locked at the close of an election, 
the inspector shall: 

(1) Place all the keys to the machine 
on a strong and sufficient string or 
WIre; 
(2) Label the keys with the make and 
number of the machine and the pre­
cinct where the keys were used during 
the election; and 
(3) Return the keys to the county 
auditor not later than 11 A.M. of the 
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day after election day. [P.L. 5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-12-35. County auditor to store 
keys after machines locked. - (a) The 
county auditor shall securely keep the 
keys returned under section 34 [IC 
3-11-12-34] of this chapter and may not 
permit the keys to be taken or a voting 
machine to be unlocked, except as provided 
by law, for sixty (60) days after the elec­
tion unless: 

(1) Ordered otherwise by a court; 
(2) Required under IC 3-12; or 
(3) Requested by the Indiana voting 
system advisory committee for the 
purposes of conducting an evaluation 
of the county's voting system under IC 
3-11-4.5-10(2). 

(b) A request made under subsection 
(a)(3) must be made in writing by the 
chairperson of the voting system advisory 
committee or the executive director of the 
state election board. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 301; P.L.3-1993, § 164.] 

3-11-12-36. Certificates and state­
ments of votes cast. - The certificates of 
the number of votes cast for each Jerson 
shall be made and signed as require by IC 
3-12, and the election officers shall make 
and sign all statements of the number of 
votes required by law in duplicate, tripli­
cate, or otherwise. The certificates and 
other papers shall be returned to the 
circuit court clerk in the same manner and 
with the same penalties that are pre­
scribed in IC 3-12 for election returns from 
precincts in which voting machines are not 
used. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-12-37. Paper vote recording 
roll. - In addition to the specifications 
required by IC 3-11-5-8 through IC 
3-11-5-20, a voting machine may be sup­
plied with a paper recording roll on which 
all the votes registered on the mechanical 
counters will be separately recorded. If a 
machine is supplied with a recording roll, 
the roll may not be removed from the 
machine or examined by the precinct elec­
tion board. The machine shall be locked 
with the recording roll and shall be kept 
locked for at least thirty (30) days, unless 
within that time the machine is ordered 
opened and the roll taken out and exam­
ined by a court. At the end of the thirty 
(30) days, the roll may be taken. out unless 
ordered otherwise by a court. IP.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-12-38. Municipal elections -
Use of county machines permitted. - If 
a county has procured voting machines for 

use, the machines may be used at a 
municipal election. If there are not suffi­
cient machines on hand for each precinct 
of the municipality, the county election 
board shall determine in what precincts 
machines will be used at the election. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-12-39. Municipal elections -
Furnishing of machines and equip­
ment by county - Expenses. - If 
voting machines are used in a municipal 
election, the county election board shall 
furnish to the municipality: 

(1) The requisite number of machines; 
and 
(2) All the furniture and appliances 
that go with the machines. 

However, the municipality shall pay the 
expenses of moving the machines and 
furniture to and from the polls, and also 
for any damage or loss to the machines or 
furniture. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

CHAPTER 13 
VOTING BY BALLOT CARD VOTING SYSTEM 

SECTION. 
3-11-13-1. Applicability. 
3-11-13-2. Permitted uses by county election boards. 
3-11-13-3. Primary elections. 
3-11-13-4. Training and educational meeting. 
3-11·13-5. [Repealed.] 
3-11-13-6. Preparation of marking devices - Pro­

viding supplies. 
3-11-13-7. Demonstration marking devices - Can-

didate names prohibited. 
3-11-13-8. Voting booths. 
3-11-13-9. Sample ballots - Contents - Form. 
3-11-13-10. Sample ballots - Posting. 

• 3-11-13-11. Marking devices - Arrangement of bal­
lot information . 

. 3-11-13-12. Ballot labels - Listing of offices and 
parties. 

3-11·13·13. Ballot labels - Candidates for an office 
on more than one page - Arrows 
and numbers. 

3·11-13-14. Ballot labels - Straight party ticket 
voting. 

3·I1-13-15. IRepealed.] 
3-11-13-16. Marking devices - Rotation of candidate 

names in primary elections. 
3-11-13-17. Providing ballot cards to precincts. 
3-11-13-18. Ballot cards - Serial numbers - Elec· 

tion information stub. 
3·11-13-19. Precinct stamp required on ballot cards 

and secrecy envelopes. 
. 3·11·13-20. Ballot cards - Record of precinct distri­

bution by serial number. 
3·11·13·21. Ballot cards - Color in primary elec­

tions. 
3-11-13-22. Testing of tabulating machines - Perfor­

mance by election officer - Pub· 
lic notice. 

3-11-13-23. Testing of tabulating machines - Obser­
vation and certification by county 
eleetion board members - Public 
observation. 
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SECTlON. 
3-11-13-24. Testing of tabulating machines - Con­

tents of test. 
3-11-13-25. Testing of tabulating machines - Detec­

tion and correction of errors. 
3-11-13-26. Testing of tabulating machines - Re­

testing and certification prior to 
official use. 

3-11-13-26.5. Demonstrations of voting system for 
voters - Locations - Candidates 
and public questions on sample 
ballots. 

3-11-13·27. Examination and certification of system 
prior to election day - Prepara­
tion of polls on election day. 

3-11-13-27.5. Opening of ballot cards - Distribution. 
3-11-13-28. Ballot cards - Initials of poll clerks 

required. 
3-11-13-28.5. Distribution of ballot cards to voters. 
3-11-13-28.7. Poll clerks' initials required on secrecy 

envelopes. 
3-11-13-29. Voter instructions - Posting - Giving 

to voter. 
3-11-13-30. Voter instructions - Content. 
3-11-13-31. Assisting voter in determining if ballot 

properly initialed. 
3-11-13-31.5. Poll booths in plain view - Privacy of 

voter. 
3-11-13-31.7. Marking ballot cards - Straight-ticket 

voting. 
3-11-13-32. Voter instruction after entry into booth. 
3-11-13-32.5. Time limit on voting - Enforcement. 
3-11-13-32.8. Disclosure of vote prior to vote register-

ing - Disqualification of voter. 
3-11-13-33. Disposition of voted ballot cards. 
3-11-13-34. Ballot cards with stub detached void. 
3-11-13-35. Ballot cards spoiled, defaced, etc., by 

voter - Replacement - Disposi­
tion of defective cards. 

3-11-13-36. Securing marking devices at poll closing. 
3-11-13-37. Audit of vote by county election board. 
3-11-13-38. Petition for audit of vote. 
3-11-13-39. Vote auditing tests and procedures. 
3-11-13-40. Certification of county election board's 

vote audit. 
3-11-13-41. Notice of vote audit. 
3-11-13-42. Use of ballot card voting system in 

municipal elections - Placement. 
3-11-13-43. Implementation of ballot card voting 

system. 
3-11-13-44. Appointment of person to observe order­

ing, setting, and adjusting ma­
chines prior to use. 

3-11-13-1. Applicability. This 
chapter applies to each precinct where 
voting is by ballot card voting system. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 302.] 

3-11-13-2. Permitted uses by county 
election boards. - A county election 
board may use an approved ballot card 
voting system: 

(1) In any election; 
(2) In all or in some of the precincts 
within a political subdivision holding 
an election; and 
(3) Instead of or in combination with 
any other voting method. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7; P.L.3-1987, § 303.] 

3-11-13-3. Primary elections. - A 
ballot card voting system may be used at a 
primary election only if the automatic 
tabulating machines for the system will: 

(1) Count only votes for the candi­
dates of one (1) political party; 
(2) Reject all votes for an office when 
the number of votes for the office 
exceeds the number that the voter is 
entitled to cast; and 
(3) Reject all votes cast for candidates 
of more than one (1) political party. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 304.] 

3-11-13-4. Training and educational 
meeting. - A county election board using 
a ballot card voting system shall conduct a 
training and educational meeting no later 
than the day before election day. The 
board shall require inspectors and judges 
to attend the meeting and may require 
other precinct election officers to attend 
the meeting. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 305.] 

3-11-13-5_ [Repealed.] 

3-11-13-6. Preparation of marking 
devices - PrOVIding supplies. - (a) 
Before an election at which a ballot card 
voting system is used, a county election 
board shall: 

(1) Have the marking devices pre­
pared for the election; 
(2) Have the marking devices put in 
order, set and adjusted, and made 
ready for voting when delivered to the 
precincts; and 
(3) Provide the precinct election offi­
cers with marking devices, a demon­
stration marking devices, ballot cards, 
ballot boxes, ballot labels, and other 
records and supplies as required. 

(b) Each county election board shall 
have each ballot card voting system, along 
with all necessary furniture and appli­
ances that go with the system at the polls, 
delivered to the appropriate precinct not 
later than 6 P.M. of the day before election 
day. The county executive shall provide 
transportation for the systems if requested 
to do so by the county election board. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 306.] 

3-11-13-7. Demonstration marking 
devices - Candidate names prohib­
ited. - Demonstration marking devices 
may not bear the name of any candidate or 
the text of any public question at an 
election. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.1D-1988, 
§ 120.] 

3-11-13-8. Voting booths. - Unless 
the marking devices enable the voter to 
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mark a ballot card in secret, a sufficient 
number of voting booths for each precinct 
shall be provided. The booths must be of a 
size and design so as to enable a voter to 
mark a ballot card in secret. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-13-9. Sample ballots - Con­
tents - Form. - The public officials 
charged with the duty of providing ballot 
cards or ballot labels shall also provide 
sample ballots. The sample ballots must 
be: 

(1) Exact copies of the official ballot 
cards or ballot labels; and 
(2) Arranged in the form of a diagram 
showing the front of the marking 
device as it will appear on election 
day. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-13-10. Sample ballots - Post­
ing. - The appropriate precinct election 
officers shall post sample ballots near the 
entrance to the polls on election day and 
see that they are available to public in­
spection throughout the day. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-13-11. Marking devices - Ar­
rangement of ballot information. -
The ballot information, whether placed on 
the ballot card or on the marking device, 
should, as far as practicable, be in the 
order of arrangement provided for ballots 
under IC 3-11-2. However, the ballot infor­
mation may be in vertical or horizontal 
rows or in a number of separate pages. 
Ballot cards for all public questions must 
be provided in the same manner and must 
be arranged on or in the marking device in 
the places P.ro~ided for that purpose. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7, P.L.3-1987, § 307.] 

3-11-13-12. Ballotlabels - Listing of 
offices and parties. - If ballot labels 
consist of a number of separate pages, the 
office title with a statement of the number 
of candidates to be voted for may be 
printed above or at the side of the name of 
each candidate for that office. Except in a 
primary election, the political party desig­
nation or independent status of each candi­
date, which may be abbreviated, shall be 
printed followin~ the candidate's name. 
lP.L.5-1986, § 7, P.L.3-1993, § 165.] 

3-11-13-13. Ballot labels - Candi­
dates for an office on more than one 
page - Arrows and numbers. - If 
there are more candidates for an office 
than can be printed on one (1) ballot page, 
the ballot label shall be clearly marked 
that the list of candidates is continued on 
the following page. Arrows and numbers 

may be used to indicate the place to vote 
for each candidate and on each public 
question. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-13-14. Ballot labels - Straight 
party ticket voting. - In partisan elec­
tions, the ballot labels must include a 
voting square or position where a voter 
may by one (1) mark or punch on each card 
record a straight party or an independent 
ticket vote for all the candidates of one (1) 
political party or the independent ticket, 
except for offices for which the voter has 
voted individually for a candidate. If the 
voter records a vote for the two (2) candi­
dates comprising an independent ticket, 
the vote must not count for any other 
independent candidate on the ballot. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1993, § 166.] 

3-11-13-15. [Repealed.] 

3-11-13-16_ Marking devices - Ro­
tation of candidate names in primary 
elections. - If a county election board 
requires that the names of candidates for 
nomination at a primary election be ro~ 
tated alphabetically on the marking de­
vices, then the names shall be rotated by 
precincts in regular serial sequence, so 
that each name of a list or group of 
candidates for an office appears upon the 
marking devices an equal number of 
times, as nearly as practicable, at the top, 
at the bottom, and in each intermediate 
place under the title of the office sought. 
Each type card within a precinct must be 
of the same rotation series. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7.] 

3-11-13-17. Providing ballot cards 
to precincts. - Each county election 
board shall provide each precinct where a 
ballot card voting' system is used with a 
sufficient number of ballot cards of the 
size, design, and stock suitable for process­
ing by automatic data processing ma­
chines. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 308.] 

3-11-13-18. Ballot cards - Serial 
numbers - Election information stub. 
- (a) Each ballot card provided under 
section 17 [IC 3-11-13-17] of this chapter 
must have two (2) attached perforated 
stubs on which is printed the same serial 
number. The top stubs shall be bound or 
stapled in the package of ballot cards 
retained by the precinct election officers. 
The following information must be printed 
on the second stub: 

(1) The name of the political subdivi­
sion holding the election. 
(2) The designation of the election. 
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(3) The date of the election. 
(4) The instructions to the voters. 
(5) In a primary election, the name of 
the political party. 

(b) The county election board in a 
county using a ballot card voting system 
shall provide ballot cards to the precinct 
election board that permit voters to cast 
wri te-in votes for each officer to be voted 
for at that election. 

(c) The ballot cards provided under sub­
section (b) must be: 

(1) Designed to be folded; or 
(2) Accompanied by secrecy envelope; 

to ensure the secrecy of each of the votes 
cast by a voter. 

(d) A write-in vote shall be cast by 
printing the name of the candidate and the 
title of the office in the space provided for 
write-in votes on a ballot card or secrecy 
envelope. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.4-1991, 
§ 106.] 

3-11-13-19. Precinct stamp required 
on ballot cards and secrecy envelopes. 
- Each circuit court clerk shall print or 
stamp the precinct number or designation 
and a line for each poll clerk's initials on 
both a ballot card and the ballot card's 
secrecy envelope before the election. 
fP.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.4-1991, § 107.] 

3-11-13-20. Ballot cards - Record of 
precinct distribution by serial number. 
- Each county election board shall main­
tain a record of the serial numbers of all of 
the ballot cards provided to a precinct and 
shall note in this record the precinct to 
which 2ach ballot card relates. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-13-21. Ballot cards - Color in 
primary elections. - In a primary elec­
tion, the ballot cards of each political party 
must be distinctively marked or be of a 
different color or tint so that the ballot 
cards of each party are easily distinguish­
able. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-13-22. Testing of tabulating 
machines - Performance by election 
officer - Public notice_ - At least 
fourteen (14) days before election day, the 
election officer of each county in charge 
shall have the automatic tabulating ma­
chines tested to ascertain that the ma­
chines will correctly count the votes cast 
for all candidates and on all public ques­
tions. Public notice of the time and place of 
the tests shall be given at least forty-eight 
(48) hours before the test. The notice shall 
be published once in accordance with IC 
5-3-1-4. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.6-1986, 
§ 24.] 

3-11-13-23. Testing of tabulating 
machines - Observation and certifica­
tion by county election board members 
- Public observation. - The two (2) 
appointed members of the county election 
board shall observe the tests required by 
section 22 [IC 3-11-13-22] of this chapter 
and certify them as meeting the require­
ments of section 22 of this chapter. A copy 
of the certification shall be mailed to the 
state election board immediately, and an­
other copy shall be filed with the election 
returns. The tests must be open to repre­
sentatives of political parties, candidates, 
the media, and the public. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 7; P.L.6-1986, § 25.] 

3-11-13-24. Testing of tabulating 
machines - Contents of test. - The 
tests required by section 22 [IC 3-11-13-22] 
of this chapter must: 

(1) Include the visual inspection of 
the voting devices for the correct 
alignment of the card stock and the 
templates for proper punching; 
(2) Be conducted by processing a pre­
audited group of ballot cards punched 
or marked so as to record a predeter­
mined number of valid votes for each 
candidate and on each public question; 
and 
(3) Include for each office one (1) or 
more ballot cards that have votes in 
excess of the number allowed by law 
in order to test the ability of the 
automatic tabulating machines to re­
ject the votes. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.6-1986, § 26.] 

3-11-13-25. Testing of tabulating 
machines - Detection and correction 
of errors. - If an error is detected during 
the tests required by section 22 [IC 
3-11-13-22] of this chapter, the cause of the 
error shall be determined and corrected, 
and an errorless count shall be made 
before the automatic tabulating machines 
are ~pproved. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.6-1986, 
§ 27, P.L.5-1988, § 9.] 

3-11-13-26. Testing of tabulating 
machines - Retesting and certifica­
tion prior to official use. - The tests 
required by section 22 [IC 3-11-13-22] of 
this chapter shall be repeated and certified 
again in the same manner immediately 
before the start of the official count of the 
ballot cards. The certification shall be filed 
with the election returns. After the com­
pletion of the count, the tested tabulating 
machines shall be sealed in the same 
manner as voting machines under IC 
3-12-2.5-6, and the ballot cards and all 
other election materials shall be sealed, 
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retained, and disposed of as provided for 
paper ballots. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.6-1986, 
§ 28; P.L.3-1987, § 309.) 

3-11-13-26.5. Demonstrations of vot­
ing system for voters - Locations -
Candidates and public questions on 
sample ballots. - (a) Each county elec­
tion board may make available at conve­
nient places throughout the county ballot 
card voting systems for the instruction of 
the voters. The board shall locate the 
systems at places where people usually 
assemble, such as shopping centers. The 
board shall have the systems attended at 
convenient hours designated by the board 
by persons able to instruct others in their 
use. The county chairmen of the major 
political parties of the state must approve 
the persons attending the systems under 
this section. 

(b) Each ballot card voting system used 
for instructional purposes must contain 
the names of all candidates and a descrip­
tion of all public questions as they will 
appear on the official sample ballot for the 
system on election day. However, the sys­
tem may not be set to record a tally or 
total. [P.L.3-1987, § 310; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 167.) 

3-11-13-27. Examination and certifi­
cation of system prior to election day 
- Preparation of polls on election day. 
- (a) After the delivery of a ballot card 
voting system to a precinct, the precinct 
election board may meet at the polls on the 
same day and open the package containing 
the sample ballot cards, to determine 
whether the system is ready for use in 
accordance with section 16 [IC 3-11-13-16) 
of this chapter. If a ballot card voting 
system is not in compliance with that 
section, the board shall immediately label, 
set and adjust, and place the system in 
order or have it done. 

(b) On the morning of election day, the 
precinct election officers shall meet at the 
polls at least one (1) hour before the time 
for opening the polls. The inspector then 
shall have: 

(1) The chute erected; 
(2) The sample ballots and instruction 
cards posted; and 
(3) Everything put in readiness for 
the commencement of voting at the 
opening of the polls. 

(c) Before the opening of the polls, the 
precinct election officers shall compare the 
ballot cards used in the marking device 
with the sample ballots furnished and 
determine whether the names, numbers, 
and letters are in agreement. The officers 
then shall certify that the marking device 

and the sample ballots are in agreement. 
Forms shall be provided for certification, 
and the certification shall be filed with the 
election returns. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 311.) 

3-11-13-27.5. Opening of ballot 
cards - Distribution. - At the opening 
of the polls, after the organization of and 
in the presence of the precinct election 
board, the inspector shall: 

(1) Open the packages of ballot cards 
in a manner that preserves the seals 
intact; 
(2) Deliver twenty-five (25) of each of 
the state and local ballots to the poll 
clerk of the opposite political party; 
and 
(3) Deliver to the other poll clerk a 
device for marking the ballots. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 312.) 

3-11-13-28. Ballot cards - Initials of 
poll clerks required. - (a) This section 
does not apply to a ballot card voted by 
absentee ballot. 

(b) The two (2) poll clerks of each pre­
cinct shall place their initials in ink on the 
back of each ballot card at the time the 
card is issued to a voter. The initials must 
be in the poll clerks' ordinary handwriting 
or printing and without a distinguishing 
mark of any kind. A ballot card is not valid 
unless it is initialed by both poll clerks. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, § 313; 
P.L.3-1993, § 168.) 

3-11-13-28.5. Distribution of ballot 
cards to voters. - (a) Unless challenged, 
a voter may proceed to vote. After a voter 
has signed the poll list, the poll clerk 
holding the ballot card shall deliver to the 
voter one (1) of each ballot card that the 
voter is entitled to vote at the election. 

(b) As each successive voter calls for a 
ballot, the poll clerks shall deliver to the 
voter the first initialed ballot of each type. 
The inspector shall then deliver to the poll 
clerks another ballot of each type, which 
the clerks shall initial as before. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 314.) 

3-11-13-28.7. Poll clerks' initials re­
quired on secrecy envelopes. - (a) The 
two (2) poll clerks of each precinct shall 
place their initials in ink on the secrecy 
envelope of a ballot card at the time the 
card is issued to a voter. The initials must 
be in the poll clerk's ordinary handwriting 
or printing and without a distinguishing 
mark of any kind. 

(b) A write-in vote cast on a secrecy 
envelope: 
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(1) Is not valid unless the write-in 
vote is initialed by both poll clerks; 
and 
(2) Makes the secrecy envelope a bal­
lot for purposes of this title. 
[P.LA-1991, § 108; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 169.] 

3-11-13-29. Voter instructions 
Posting - Giving to voter. - (a) In 
addition to the instructions printed on the 
ballot card or ballot labels, instructions to 
voters shall be posted in each voting booth 
or placed on the marking device. Each 
voter shall be instructed by both judges, on 
request, on how to operate the voting 
device before the voter enters the voting 
booth. 

(b) The instructions posted in the voting 
booth or placed on the marking device 
must state the following: 

(1) That the voter should examine the 
ballot card to determine if it contains 
the initials of the poll clerks in ink on 
the back of the card. 
(2) That the voter should not make an 
unnecessary mark or punch on the 
ballot card because the mark or punch 
may void the card. 
(3) That the voter should examine the 
ballot card to determine if the card 
has any mark (other than the initials 
of the poll clerks) before voting. 
(4) That the voter should return the 
ballot card to the poll clerks and 
request another ballot card if: 

(A) The poll clerks' initials have not 
been properly placed on the card; 
(B) The card has a mark (other than 
the initials of the poll clerks) before 
the voter places a voting mark on 
the ballot; or 
(C) The voter has improperly 
marked or punched the card. 

(5) That the voter should examine the 
ballot card after voting to determine 
that all marks or punches made on the 
card to indicate the voter's selections 
have been completely marked or 
punched. P.L.5-1986, § 7; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 315.] 

3-11-13-30. Voter instructions 
Content. - When a voter is handed a 
ballot card, the voter shall be instructed 
to: 

(1) Use only the marking device pro­
vided for punching, slotting, or mark­
ing the cards and that the voter is not 
to mark a card in any other way; 
(2) Be certain that the initials of the 
poll clerks appear on the voter's card 
and that if the initials are not on the 
card it will not be counted; and 

(3) Place the voter's card in an enve­
lope or other container after the voter 
has voted or to fold the card in a 
manner so that no card is exposed 
upon which a choice is indicated. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-13-31. Assisting voter in deter­
mining if ballot properly initialed. - If 
necessary, a precinct election officer shall 
assist a voter in determining if the proper 
initials appear on a ballot card. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-13-31.5. Poll booths in plain 
view - Privacy of voter. - (a) The 
exterior of a voting booth or compartment 
and each area of the polls must be in I'lain 
view of the precinct election board. Each 
voting booth or compartment shall be 
placed so that a person voting on the 
opposite side of the railing or a person on 
the outside of the polls cannot see or 
determine how a voter votes. The inspec­
tor, judges, and poll clerks may not remain 
or allow any other persons to remain in a 
position or near a position that would 
permit them to see or ascertain how a 
voter votes. 

(b) Only one (1) voter may occupy a 
booth or compartment at one time. Booths 
shall be constructed and arranged so that 
all members of the precinct election board 
can see whether more than one (1) voter 
enters a booth at anyone time. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 316.] 

3-11-13-31.7. Marking ballot cards 
- Straight-ticket voting. - (a) After 
receiving ballot cards, a voter shall, with­
out leaving the room, go alone into one (1) 
of the booths or compartments that is 
unoccupied and indicate: 

(1) The candidates for whom the voter 
desires to vote by punching a hole in 
or marking the squares immediately 
before the candidates' names; and 
(2) The voter's preference on each 
public question by punching a hole in 
or marking the square beside the word 
"yes" or Ilno" under the question. 

(b) If an election is a general or munici­
pal election and a voter desires to vote for 
all the candidates of one (1) political party 
or group of petitioners, the voter may 
punch a hole in or mark the circle enclos­
ing the device and before the name under 
which the candidates of the party or group 
of petitioners are printed. The voter's vote 
shall then be counted for all the candidates 
under that name. However, if the voter 
punches a hole in or marks the circle of an 
independent ticket comprised of two (2) 
candidates, the vote shall not be counted 
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for any other independent candidate on the 
ballot. [P.L.3-1987, § 317; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 170.] 

3-11-13-32. Voter instruction after 
entry into booth. - If a voter needs 
additional instruction after entering the 
voting booth, the voter may request assis­
tance from the two (2) judges. The judges 
shall then approach but not enter the 
booth and call out the additional instruc­
tions to the voter. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 318.] 

3-11-13-32.5. Time limit on voting­
Enforcement. - (a) At a primary elec­
tion, a voter may not remain in the voting 
booth or compartment longer than three 
(3) minutes. 

(b) At a general, municipal, or special 
election, a voter may not remain in the 
voting booth or compartment longer than 
two (2) minutes. 

(c) If a voter refuses to leave a voting 
booth or compartment after the lapse of 
the time provided under subsection (a) or 
(b), the precinct election board, or the 
election sheriff or sheriffs upon the order 
of the board, shall immediately remove the 
voter from the booth or compartment. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 319.] 

3-11-13-32.8. Disclosure of vote 
prior to vote registering - Disqualifi­
cation of voter. - If a voter shows the 
voter's ballot card or a part of the card to 
another person after the card has been 
marked so as to disclose any of the candi­
dates voted for or how the voter voted on a 
public question, the ballot card may not be 
deposited in a ballot box. A record of the 
occurrence shall be made on the poll list, 
and the voter may not vote again at the 
election. IP.L.3-1987, § 320; P.L.1O-1988, 
§ 121.] 

3-11-13-33. Disposition of voted bal­
lot cards. - (a) After a voter has marked 
a ballot card, the voter shall place it inside 
the envelope provided for this purpose and 
return the ballot card to the judge, who 
shall remove the stub from the envelope. 
The /' udge shall then offer to return the 
enve ope with the ballot card inside to the 
voter, who shall: 

(1) Accept the envelope and deposit it 
in the ballot box; or 
(2) Decline the envelope and require 
the judge to deposit it in the ballot 
box. 

(b) If a voter offers to vote a ballot card 
that is not inside the envelope provided for 
this purpose, the precinct election board 
shall direct the voter to return to the booth 

and place the ballot card in the envelope 
provided for this purpose. 

(c) After a voter's ballot cards have been 
deposited in the ballot box, the poll clerks 
shall make a voting mark after the voter's 
name on the poll list. 

(d) After voting, a voter shall leave the 
polls. However, a voter to whom ballot 
cards and a marking device have been 
delivered may not leave the polls without 
voting the ballot cards or returning them 
to the poll clerk from whom the voter 
received them. [P.L.5-1986, § 7; 
P.L.3-1987, § 321.] 

3-11-13-34. Ballot cards with stub 
detached void. - The judge in charge of 
the ballot box may not accept a ballot card 
from which the stub has been detached. 
Such a card and stub shall be marked 
"VOID" and placed with the void ballots. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-13-35. Ballot cards spoiled, de­
faced, etc., by voter - Replacement -
Disposition of defective cards. - If a 
voter spoils or defaces a ballot card or 
marks it erroneously, the voter shall re­
turn the card wi th the stub folded so as not 
to disclose any choices that the voter has 
made. The voter then may receive another 
ballot card. Upon receipt of a defective 
ballot card, the precinct election board 
shall: 

(1) Immediately cancel the defective 
card by writing on the back of the card 
and stub the word "VOID" in ink or in 
indelible pencil; and 
(2) Without detaching the stub, place 
the card in the container for voided 
ballots in a manner that does not 
expose the choices of the voter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 7.] 

3-11-13-36. Securing marking de­
vices at poll closing. - As soon as the 
polls are closed, the inspector shall secure 
the marking devices against further vot­
ing. [P.L.5-1986, § 7.1 

3-11-13-37. Audit of vote by county 
election board. - If a petition is filed 
under section 38 [IC 3-11-13-38] of this 
chapter, the county election board shall 
confirm that the votes cast in an election: 

(1) For each candidate and each pub­
lic question; and 
(2) On a ballot card voting system in a 
precinct specified under section 38 of 
this chapter; 

were correctly counted by the system. 
[P.L.6-1986, § 29; P.L.3-1987, § 322.1 
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3-11-13-38_ Petition for audit of 
vote_ - Each county chairman for either 
of the major parties in the county may 
petition the county election board for con­
firmation of the vote cast on a ballot card 
voting system no earlier than the Satur­
day before an election and no later than 
the Thursday after an election. The peti­
tion may specify not more than five per­
cent (5%) of the precincts or five (5) 
percincts, whichever is greater, in which a 
ballot card voting system was used for an 
audit under section 37 [IC 3-11-13-37] of 
this chapter. [P.L.6-1986, § 30; 
P.L.3-1987, § 323.] 

3-11-13-39. Vote auditing tests and 
procedures. - The county election board 
shall conduct an audit under section 37 [IC 
3-11-13-37] of this chapter by means of 
tests and procedures that are approved by 
the state election board and independent of 
the provider of the ballot card voting 
system being audited. [P.L.6-1986, § 31; 
P.L.3-1987, § 324.] 

3-11-13-40. Certification of county 
election board's vote audit. - The 
county election board shall certify the 
results of an audit under section 37 [IC 
3-11-13-37] of this chapter not later than 
twelve (12) days after the election. The 
certification must be on the form pre­
scribed by the state election board. One (1) 
copy must be filed with the election re­
turns, and one (1) copy must be delivered 
to the state election board. [P.L.6-1986, 
§ 32.] 

3-11-13-41. Notice of vote audit. -
Public notice of the time and place of an 
audit under section 37 [IC 3-11-13-37] of 
this chapter shall be given at least forty­
eight (48) hours before the audit. The 
notice shall be published once in accor­
dance with IC 5-3-1-4. However, if publica­
tion in accordance with IC 5-3-1-4 will not 
allow the county election board to certify 
the results of the audit within ten (10) 
days after the election, notice shall be 
given by posting it: 

(1) At or near the county courthouse; 
and 
(2) At the post office serving the 
county courthouse. 

[P.L.6-1986, § 33.] 

3-11-13-42. Use of ballot card voting 
system in municipal elections - Place­
ment. - If a county has procured ballot 
card voting systems for use, the ballot card 
voting systems may be used at a municipal 
election. If there are not sufficient ballot 
card voting systems on hand for each 

precinct of the municipality, the county 
election board shall determine in what 
precincts ballot card voting systems will be 
used at the election. [P.L.3-1987, § 325.] 

3-11-13-43. Implementation of ballot 
card voting system. - (a) If ballot card 
voting systems are used in a municipal 
election, the county election board shall 
furnish to the municipality: 

(1) The requisite number of ballot 
card voting systems; and 
(2) All the furniture and appliances 
that go with the ballot card voting 
systems. 

(b) However, the municipality shall pay 
the expenses of moving the ballot card 
voting systems and furniture to and from 
the polls and also for any damage or loss to 
the ballot card voting system or furniture. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 326.] 

3-11-13-44. Appointment of person 
to observe ordering, setting, and ad­
justing machines prior to use. - (a) The 
county chairman of each major political 
party of the county may appoint one (1) 
person to observe: 

(1) The ordering and the setting and 
adjustment of automatic tabulating 
machines under section 6 [IC 
3-11-13-6] of this chapter; 
(2) The testing of automatic tabulat­
ing machines under section 22 [IC 
3-11-13-22] of this chapter; and 
(3) The determination of the cause of 
and correction of errors in the count­
ing of ballot cards under section 25 [IC 
3-11-13-25] of this chapter. 

(b) The county chairman shall file the 
name of a person appointed under this 
section with the circuit court clerk. 

(c) A person appointed under this sec-
tion serves until: 

(1) The county chairman notifies the 
circuit court clerk that the person's 
appointment has been revoked; 
(2) The county chairman notifies the 
clerk that the person has died; or 
(3) The person files a letter of resigna-
tion with the clerk. . 

(d) A person appointed under subsection 
(a): 

(1) May attend the ordering and the 
setting and the adjustment of the 
automatic tabulating machines only 
as a witness; 
(2) Shall remain silent and subject to 
the orders of the board; and 
(3) May not obstruct or interfere with 
the ordering and setting and adjust­
ment of the automatic tabulating ma­
chines. 
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(e) A person appointed under subsection 
(a) is not entitled to compensation for 
services except from the political party of 
the county chairman making the appoint­
ment. [P.L.5-1989, § 62.] 

CHAPTER 14 
VOTING BY ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEM 

SECTION. 
3-11-14-1. Applicability. 
3-11-14-2. Use of system. 
3-11-14-3. Ballot labels. 
3-11-14-4. Different color ballot labels - Party 

devices - Party name. 
3-11-14-5. Sample ballots. 
3-11-14-6. Wrapping and delivery of sample ballots. 
3-11-14-7. Display of sample ballots. 
3-11-14-8. Making system available for instruction 

of voters. 
3-11-14-9. Instructional display to be accurate as to 

candidates and public questions. 
3-11-14-10. Installation of ballot labels. 
3-11-14-11. Alphabetical rotation of candidates on 

ballot in primary election. 
3-11-14-12. Alphabetical order of candidates in 

school district elections. 
3-11-14-13. Preparation of system. 
3-11-14-14. Delivery of system. 
3-11-14-15. Examination and adjustment of system 

prior to election day. 
3-11-14-16. Preparation of polls on election day. 
3-11-14-17. Inspection of polls. 
3-11-14-18. Posting of sample ballots. 
3-11-14-19. Responsibilities of election board on elec­

tion day. 
3-11-14-20. Poll booth in plain sight - Privacy for 

voter. 
3·11-14-21. Access to electronic voting system re-

stricted. 
3-11-14-22. Explanation of voting procedures. 
3·11-14-23. Voting procedures. 
3-11-14-24. One voter allowed in booth - Voting 

assistance. 
3-11-14-25. Recording vote by poll clerks. 
3-11·14-26. Voting time limit - Primary election. 
3-11-14·27. Voting time limit - General, municipal 

or special election. 
3-11·14-28. Enforcement of time limits. 
3-11-14·29. Disclosure of vote prior to registration­

Disqualification of voter. 
3-11-14-30. Procedures for closing polls - Vote 

totals. 
3·11-14-31. Procedures for closing polls - Removal 

and transport of memory packs. 
3-11-14-32. Certificates of number of votes. 
3-11-14-33. Use of electronic voting systems in mu­

nicipal elections. 
3-11-14-34. Implementation of electronic voting sys­

wm. 

3-11-14-1. Applicability. This 
chapter applies to each precinct where 
voting is by electronic voting system. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-2. Use of system. - A county 
election board may use an approved elec­
tronic voting system: 

(1) In any election; 
(2) In all or in some of the precincts 
within a political subdivision holding 
an election; and 
(3) Instead of or in combination with 
any other voting method. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 327.] 

3-11-14-3. Ballot labels. The 
county election board shall furnish ballot 
labels. The board shall have them printed: 

(1) In black ink on clear white mate­
rial; 
(2) In the size that will fit on an 
electronic system; and 
(3) In plain, clear type as space will 
reasonably permit. 

[P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-4. Different color ballot la­
bels - Party devices - Party name. -
Political parties may be distinguished in a 
primary election by the use of different 
color ballot labels. The party device for a 
political party that has been adopted in 
accordance with IC 3-8 and the party name 
or other designation shall be prefixed to 
the list of candidates of the party. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-5. Sample ballots. - The 
state election board shall provide each 
county election board with the number of 
sample ballots the county election board 
considers adequate for each precinct. The 
sample ballots must be: 

(1) Exact copies of the official ballots 
furnished by the state election board; 
and 
(2) Printed on different color paper 
from the official ballots. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 327.] 

3-11-14-6. Wrapping and delivery of 
sample ballots. - The state election 
board shall enclose the sample ballots in a 
separate wrapper or envelope from that of 
other papers delivered by the board to the 
circuit court clerk and deliver them to the 
clerk or the messenger authorized by the 
clerk to receive the ballots. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 327.] 

3-11-14-7. Display of sample ballots. 
- Each county election board shall pro­
vide the number of sample ballots it con­
siders adequate for each precinct of the 
county. The county election board shall 
arrange the sample ballots in the form of a 
diagram shOWing the entire front of an 
electronic voting system as it will appear 
on the official ballots printed under the 
jurisdiction of the state election board and 
the county election board. However, if 
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presidential electors are to be voted for at 
an election, then the ballot label of each 
political party or independent ticket must 
be in the form prescribed by IC 3-1O-4-l. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 327; P.L.3-1993, § 171.] 

3-11-14-8. Making system available 
for instruction of voters. - (a) Each 
county election board may make available 
at convenient places throughout the 
county electronic voting systems for the 
instruction of the voters. The board shall 
locate the systems at places where people 
usually assemble, such as shopping cen­
ters. The board shall have the systems 
attended at convenient houi's designated 
by the board by persons able to instruct 
others in their use. The county chairmen 
of the major political parties of the state 
must approve the persons attending the 
systems under this section. 

(b) This subsection applies to a county 
having a population of more than four 
hundred thousand (400,000) but less than 
seven hundred thousand (700,000). At 
least ten (10) days before an election, each 
county election board shall duplicate, dis­
tribute, and cause to be posted copies of 
official sample ballots: 

(1) Received from the state election 
board; and 
(2) Prepared by the county election 
board; 

to schools, fire stations, county court­
houses, and other public buildings in the 
county. [P.L.3-1987, § 327; P.L.7-1991, 
§ 7; P.L.12-1992, § 11; P.L.3-1993, § 172.] 

3-11-14-9. Instructional display to 
be accurate as to candidates and pub­
lic questions. - Each electronic voting 
system used for instructional purposes 
must contain the names of all candidates 
and a description of all public questions as 
they will appear on the official sample 
ballot on election day. However, the sys­
tems may not be set to record a tally or 
total. [P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-10. Installation of ballot la­
bels. - Each county election board shall, 
before election day, have the proper ballot 
labels put on each electronic voting system 
with the device named and the list of 
candidates of each political party or inde­
pendent candidate or ticket in the same 
order as on the sample ballot. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 327; P.L.3-1993, § 173.] 

3-11-14-11. Alphabetical rotation of 
candidates on ballot in primary elec­
tion. - A county election board may 
require that the names of candidates for 
nomination at a primary election be ro-

tated alphabetically on electronic voting 
systems. If the board does so, the names 
shall be rota ted by precincts in regular 
serial sequence, so that each name of a list 
or group of candidates for an office appears 
upon the systems an equal number of 
times, as nearly as practicable, at the top, 
at the bottom, and in each intermediate 
place under the title of the office sought. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-12. Alphabetical order of 
candidates in school district elections. 
- In school district elections, the county 
election board shall arrange the names of 
candidates in alphabetical order on an 
electronic voting system in such a way 
that the name of each candidate appears in 
the same column of each system used in 
each precinct. [P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-13. Preparation of system. 
- Before an electronic voting system is 
delivered to a precinct, the county election 
board shall have the system put in order, 
set and adjusted, and ready for use in 
voting. The board may employ one (1) or 
more competent persons to prepare sys­
tems in accordance with this section. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-14. Delivery of system. -
Each county election board shall have each 
electronic voting system. along with all 
necessary furniture and appliances that go 
with the system at the polls, delivered to 
the appropriate precinct not later than 6 
P.M. of the day before election day. The 
county executive shall provide transporta­
tion for the system if requested to do so by 
the county election board. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 327.] 

3-11-14-15. Examination and adjust­
ment of system prior to election day. -
After the delivery of an electronic voting 
system to a precinct, the precinct election 
board may meet at the polls on the same 
day, open the package containing the 
sample ballots, and, if necessary, examine 
the ballot label, to determine whether the 
system is ready for use in accordance with 
section 11 [IC 3-11-14-11] of this chapter. 
If a system is not in compliance with that 
section, the board shall immediately label, 
set and adjust, and place the system in 
order or have it done. [P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-16. Preparation of polls on 
election day. - On the morning of elec­
tion day, the precinct election officers shall 
meet at the polls at least one (1) hour 
before the time for opening the polls. The 
inspector then shall have: 



205 VOTING BY ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEM 3-11-14-24 

(1) The chute erected; 
(2) The sample ballots and instruction 
cards posted; and 
(3) Everything put in readiness for 
the commencement of voting at the 
opening of the polls. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 327.] 

3-11-14-17. Inspection of polls. - (a) 
Before the opening of the polls, each 
precinct election board shall: 

(1) Compare the ballot label on each 
electronic voting system with the sam­
ple ballot to see that it is correct; 
(2) See that the system records zero 
(0) votes for each candidate and on 
each public question; and 
(3) See that the system is otherwise in 
perfect order. 

(b) After the system is in perfect order 
for voting, the precinct election board may 
not permit the counters to be operated 
except by voters in voting. The board then 
shall certify that the ballot labels and the 
saml'le ballots are in a~eement. Forms 
shal be provided for certIfication, and the 
certification shall be filed with the election 
returns. [P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-18. Posting of sample bal­
lots. - The inspector of each precinct, or a 
person under the direction of the inspector, 
shall post sample ballots near the entrance 
of the chute for the precinct. The ballots 
must be available for public inspection 
throughout election day. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 327.] 

3-11-14-19. Responsibilities of elec­
tion board on election day. - Each 
county election board shall be at its office 
from 5 A.M. until 6 P.M. on election day. 
Upon notice that an electronic voting 
system is out of order or fails to work, the 
board shall be ready between those hours 
to deliver to any precinct in the county: 

(1) Necessary. paper ballots; 
(2) Election booths with an adequate 
number of stalls; 
(3) Ballot boxes; and 
(4) All necessary supplies and equip­
ment as required by law. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 327.] 

3-11-14-20. Poll booth in plain sight 
- Privacy for voter. - The exterior of 
an electronic voting system and each area 
of the polls must be in plain view of the 
precinct election board. Each system shall 
be placed so that a person voting on the 
opposite side of the railing or a person on 
the outside of the polls cannot see or 
determine how a voter votes. The inspec­
tor,judges, and poll clerks may not remain 

or allow any other person to remain in a 
position or near a position that would 
permit them to see or ascertain how a 
voter votes. [P.L.3-1987, § 327.1 

3-11-14-21. Access to electronic vot­
ing system restricted. - After the open­
ing of the polls, the inspector, judges, and 
poll clerks may not allow any person to 
pass within the railing to the part of the 
room where an electronic voting system is 
situated, except for the purpose of voting. 
Except as provided in IC 3-11-9, they may 
not permit more than one (1) voter at a 
time to be in the part of the room where an 
electronic voting system is situated. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-22. Explanation of voting 
procedures. - After a voter has signed 
the poll list, both judges, on request, shall 
give an explanation of the manner of 
voting. [P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14·23. Voting procedures. - (a) 
If a voter is not challenged by a member of 
the precinct election board, the voter may 
pass the railing to the side where an 
electronic voting system is and into the 
voting booth. There the voter shall register 
the voter's vote in secret by indicating: 

(1) The candidates for whom the voter 
desires to vote by touching a device on 
or in the squares immediately above 
the candidates' names; 
(2) If the voter intends to cast a write­
in vote, a write-in vote by touching a 
device on or in the square immedi­
ately below the candidates' names and 
printing the name of the candidate in 
the window provided for write-in vot­
ing; and 
(3) The voter's preference on each 
public question by touching a device 
above the word Hyes" or uno" under the 
question. 

(b) If an election is a general or munici­
pal election and a voter desires to vote for 
all the candidates of one (1) political party 
or group of petitioners, the voter may east 
a straight party ticket by touching that 
party's device. The voter's vote shall then 
be counted for all the candidates under 
that name. However, if the voter casts a 
vote by touching the circle of an indepen­
dent ticket comprised of two (2) candi­
dates, the vote shall not be cGunted for any 
other independent candidate on the ballot. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 327; P.L.4-1991, § 109; 
P.L.3-1993, § 174.) 

3-11-14-24. One voter allowed in 
booth - Voting assistance. - (a) Only 
one (1) voter may occupy a booth at one 
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time. Booths shall be constructed and 
arranged so that all members of the pre­
cinct election board can see whether more 
than one (1) voter enters a booth at any 
one time. 

(b) If a voter needs additional instruc­
tion after entering the voting booth, the 
voter may request assistance from the two 
(2) judges. The two (2) judges shall then 
approach but not enter the booth and call 
out additional instructions to the voter. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-25. Recording vote by poll 
clerks. - After voting, the voter shall 
immediately leave the booth and announce 
to the poll clerks that the voter has voted. 
The poll clerks shall write a voting mark 
after the voter's name, and the voter shall 
leave the room. [P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-26. Voting time limit - Pri­
mary election. - At a primary election, a 
voter may not remain in the voting booth 
longer than three (3) minutes. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 327.] 

3-11-14-27. Voting time limit - Gen­
eral, municipal or special election. -
At a general, municipal, or special elec­
tion, a voter may not remain in the voting 
booth longer than two (2) minutes. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-28. Enforcement of time 
limits. - If a voter refuses to leave a 
voting booth after the lapse of time pre­
scribed by section 26 or 27 [IC 3-11-14-26 
or 3-11-14-27] of this chapter, the precinct 
election board, or the election sheriff or 
sheriffs upon the order of the board, shall 
immediately remove the voter from the 
booth. [P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-29. Disclosure of vote prior 
to registration - Disqualification of 
voter. - If a voter shows or discloses to 
another person the candidates voted for or 
how the voter voted on a public question 
before the vote is registered, the vote may 
not be registered on the electronic voting 
system. A record of the occurrence shall be 
made on the poll list, and the voter may 
not vote again at the election. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 327; P.L.1O-1988, § 122.] 

3-11-14-30. Procedures for closing 
polls - Vote totals. - Subject to IC 
3-12-2-5, as soon as the polls are closed, 
the inspector, in the presence of the judges 
and poll clerks, immediately shall secure 
each electronic voting system against vot­
ing and obtain at least one (1) paper 

printout of the total votes cast for each 
candidate and on each public question in 
that precinct. [P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-31. Procedures for closing 
polls - Removal and transport of 
memory packs. - As soon as the paper 
printouts of the vote count are obtained, 
the inspector shall close the system and 
remove the computer memory pack from 
the system. The inspector and the judge of 
the opposite political party shall then 
transport the computer memory packs and 
each electronic voting system to the county 
election board. [P.L.3-1987, § 327; 
P.L.3-1993, § 175.] 

3-11-14-32. Certificates of number 
of votes. - The certificates of the number 
of votes cast for each person shall be made 
and signed as required by IC 3-12, and the 
precinct election officers shall make and 
sign all statements of the number of votes 
required by law in duplicate, triplicate, or 
otherwise. The certificates and other pa­
pers shall be returned to the circuit court 
clerk in the same manner and with the 
same penalties that are prescribed in IC 
3-12 for election returns from precincts in 
which electronic voting systems are not 
used. [P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-33. Use of electronic voting 
systems in municipal elections. - If a 
county has procured electronic voting sys­
tems for use, the systems may be used at a 
municipal election. If there are not suffi­
cient systems on hand for each precinct of 
the municipality, the county election 
board shall determine in what precincts 
systems will be used at the election. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 

3-11-14-34. Implementation of elec­
tronic voting system. - (a) If electronic 
voting systems are used in a municipal 
election, the county election board shall 
furnish to the municipality: 

(1) The requisite number of systems; 
and 
(2) All the furniture and appliances 
that go with the systems. 

(b) However, the municipality shall pay 
the expenses of moving the systems and 
furniture to and from the polls and also for 
any damage or loss to the systems or 
furniture. [P.L.3-1987, § 327.] 
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ARTICLE 11.5 

COUNTING ABSENTEE BALLOTS AT 
A CENTRAL LOCATION 

(Expires December 1, 1995] 

CHAPTER. 
1. PILOT PROJECT FOR COUNTING ABSENTEE BALLOTS 

AT A CENTRAL LocATION, 3-11.5-1-1 -
3-11.5-1·4. 

2. DEFINITlONS, 3-11.5-2-1 - 3-11.5-2-4. 
3. WATCHERS FOR POLITICAL PARTIES, CANDIDATES, 

AND THE MEDIA, 3-11.5-3-1 - 3-11.5-3-4. 
4. PROCEDURES FOR PILOT COUNTIES, 3-11.5-4-1 -

3-11.5·4·28. 
5. COUNTING OF ABSENTEE BAl.LOTS CAST ON PAPER 

BALLOTS, 3·11.5·5·1 - 3·11.5·5·29. 
6. COUNTiNG OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS CAST ON BAL­

Im CARDS, 3·11.5·6·1 - 3·11.5·6·33. 
7. ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO COUNTING 

ABSENTEE BALLOTS AT A CENTRAL LocATION, 

3·11.5·7·1 - 3·11.5·7·4. 

CHAPTER 1 
PILOT PROJECT FOR COUNTING ABSENTEE 

BALLOTS AT A CENTRAL LOCATION 

[Expires December 1, 1995] 

SECTION. 

3·11.5·1·1. Applicability. 
3·11.5-1-2. Pilot project established - Application to 

participate - Rules. 
3-11.5-1-3. Resolution required. 
3-11.5-1-4. Conflicting statutes. 

3-11.5-1-1. Applicability. - This arti· 
cle applies to the counties designated as 
pilot counties under section 2 [IC 
3-11.5·1·2] of this chapter for which a 
central location for counting absentee bal· 
lots has been established. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

Compiler's Note~. Pursuant to Ie 3·11.5-7-4, this 
article expires December I, 1995. 

3-11.5-1-2. Pilot project established 
- Application to participate - Rules. 
- (a) The pilot project for counting ballots 
at a central location is established. 

(b) A county may submit an application 
to participate in the pilot project estab­
lished under this section by unanimous 
vote of the county election board. 

(c) Of the counties that submit an appli. 
cation under subsection (b), the state elec. 
tion board may, by unanimous vote, select 
not more than five (5) counties to partici· 
pate. 

(d) The state election board may estab­
lish rules under [IC] 4·22·2 governing the 
procedure for submitting applications un· 
der this section. [P.L.3·1993, § 176; 
P.L.19·1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-1-3. Resolution required. - A 
county that is designated a pilot county 
under section 2 [IC 3-11.5-1-2] of this 
chapter must adopt a resolution under IC 
3·11.5·5-1 or IC 3·11.5-6-1. [P.L.3·1993, 
§ 176; P.L.19·1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-1-4. Conflicting statutes. - To 
the extent that they are in conflict with 
this article, the following statutes do not 
apply to a county that is designated a pilot 
county under section 2 [IC 3·11.5·1-2] of 
this chapter: 

(1) IC 3-11·4·22. 
(2) IC 3·11·10·1.5. 
(3) IC 3·11-10-3. 
(4) IC 3-11-10·5. 
(5) IC 3-11-10-6. 
(6) IC 3·11·10·7. 
(7) IC 3·11-10·8. 
(8) IC 3-11-10-9. 
(9) IC 3·11-10-11. 
(10) IC 3·11·10-12. 
(11) IC 3-11-10·13. 
(12) IC 3·11·10-14. 
(13) IC 3·11·10·15. 
(14) IC 3-11·10·16. 
(15) IC 3-11-10-17. 
(16) IC 3·11·10-18. 
(17) IC 3-11·10·20. 
(18) IC 3-11·10-21. 
(19) IC 3-11-10-22. 
(20) IC 3·11-10-23. 
(21) IC 3-11·10·31. 
(22) IC 3·11-10-32. 
(23) IC 3-11-10-33. 
(24) IC 3·11·10·34. 
(25) IC 3-11-10·35. 
(26) IC 3-11-10-36. 
(27) IC 3·11·10-37. 
(28) IC 3·12·2. 
(29) IC 3·12-3·12. 

[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 2 
DEFINITIONS 

[Expires December 1, 1995} 

3-11.5-2-1. Absentee banat counter. 
3-11.5·2-2. Central location for counting absentee 

ballots. 
3-11.5-2·3. Pilot county. 
3-11.5-2-4. Pilot project. 

3-11.5-2-1. Absentee ballot counter. 
- As used in this article, "absentee ballot 
counter" refers to a person designated 
under IC 3-11.5·4·22. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19·1993, § 2.] 

Compiler's Notes. Pursuant to Ie 3-11.5-7-4, this 
article expires December 1, 1995. 
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3-11.5-2-2. Central location for 
counting absentee ballots. - As used in 
this article, "central location for counting 
absentee ballots" refers to a location for 
counting absentee ballots that a county 
election board in a pilot county must 
establish under IC 3-11.5-1-3. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-2·3. Pilot county. - As used in 
this article, "pilot county" refers to a 
county designated by the state election 
board under IC 3-11.5-1-2(c) to participate 
in the pilot project. [P.L.3·1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3·11.5·2·4. Pilot project. - As used in 
this article, "pilot project" refers to the 
pilot project for counting ballots at a 
central location established under IC 
3-11.5-1-2. [P.L.3·1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

CHAPTER 3 
WATCHERS FOR POLITICAL PARTIES, 

CANDIDATES, AND 
THE MEDIA 

[Expires December 1, 1995] 

SECTION. 
3-11.5-3-1. Counting absentee ballots - Absentee 

ballot counter. 
3-11.5-3-2. Appointment of watchers by political par­

ties. 
3-11.5-3-3. Appointment of watchers by candidate. 
3-11.5-3-4. Appointment of watchers by media. 

3·11.5-3·1. Counting absentee bal· 
lots - Absentee ballot counter. - The 
following apply for the purposes of IC 
3-6-8, IC 3-6-9, and IC 3-6-10: 

(1) A central location for counting 
absentee ballots shall be treated the 
same as a precinct Eoll. 
(2) An absentee bal ot counter shall 
be treated the same as a precinct 
election official. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

Compiler's Notes. Pursuant to Ie 3-11.5-7-4, this 
article expires December I, 1995. 

3·11.5-3·2. Appointment of watchers 
by political/arties. - (a) Political par­
ties describe in IC 3-6-8·1 may appoint 
watchers at a central location for counting 
absentee ballots. 

(b) A watcher appointed under this sec­
tion: 

(1) Has the rights; and 
(2) Must follow the requirements; 

set forth in IC 3-6-8. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-3-3. Appointment of watchers 
by candidate. - (a) A candidate entitled 
to appoint a watcher under IC 3-6-9 may 
appoint a watcher at a central location for 
counting absentee ballots. 

(b) A watcher appointed under this sec­
tion: 

(1) Has the rights; and 
(2) Must follow the requirements; 

set forth in IC 3-6-9. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-3-4. Appointment of watchers 
by media. - (a) Media entitled to appoint 
a watcher under IC 3-6-10 may appoint a 
watcher at a central location for counting 
absentee ballots. 

(b) A watcher appointed under this sec­
tion: 

(1) Has the rights; and 
(2) Must follow the requirements; 

set forth in IC 3-6-10. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

CHAPTER 4 

PROCEDURES FOR PILOT COUNTIES 

[Expires December 1, 1995] 

SECTION. 

3-11.5-4-1. Duties of circuit court clerk. 
3-11.5-4-2. Absentee voter - New set of ballot. 
3-11.5-4-3. Absentee ballot - Time of receipt. 
3-11.5-4-4. Signature not genuine. 
3-11.5-4-5. Signature found genuine. 
3-11.5-4-6. Retention of accepted ballot envelopes. 
3-11.5-4-7. Post office delivery on election day. 
3-11.5-4-8. Certification of names of voters. 
3-11.5-4-9. Delivery of certificates to precinct elec-

tion board - Marking poll list -
Delivery of certificates to county 
election board. 

3-11.5-4-10. Late absentee ballots. 
3-11.5-4-11. Comparison of signatures by absentee 

ballot counters. 
3-11.5-4-12. Verification of affidavit - Division of 

ballots among precincts. 
3-11.5-4-13. Grounds for rejection of ballot. 
3-11.5-4-14. Marking of rejected ballots - Preserva-

tion. 
3-11.5-4-15. Challenge to vote of absentee voter. 
3-11.5-4-16. Challenge procedure. 
3-11.5-4-17. Death of absentee voter. 
3-11.5-4-18. Failure to return absentee ballot -

Right to vote in person. 
3-11.5-4-19. Ability to vote in person if pan list does 

not indicate that absentee banot 
has been cast. 

3-11.5-4-20. Inability to vote in person. 
3-11.5-4-21. Ability to vote in person if absentee 

banot rejected. 
3-11.5-4-22. Appointment of absentee voter board­

Absentee ballot counters - Cou­
riers. 

3-11.5-4-23. Recommendation for absentee voter 
boards, absentee ballot counters 
and couriers. 
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SECTION. 
3-11.5-4·24. Marking of poll list. 
3·11.5·4-25. Marking of poll list. 
3-11.5-4-26. Marking of poll list. 
3·11.5·4-27. Marking of poll list. 
3-11.5-4-28. Report of total vote cast. 

3-11.5-4-1. Duties of circuit court 
clerk. - Each circuit court clerk shall do 
the following: 

(1) Keep a separate absentee ballot 
record for each precinct in the county. 
(2) Certify to each inspector or the 
inspector's representative, at the time 
that the ballots and supplies are deliv­
ered under IC 3-11-3, the names of the 
voters: 

(A) To whom absentee ballots were 
delivered or mailed or who marked 
ballots in person; and 
(B) Whose ballots have been re­
ceived by the county election board 
under IC 3-11-10. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

Compiler's Notes. Pursuant to Ie 3-11.5-7-4, this 
article expires December 1, 1995. 

3-11.5-4-2. Absentee voter - New 
set of ballot. - (a) This section applies to 
a voter voting by an absentee ballot that 
includes a candidate for election to office 
who: 

(1) Ceases to be a candidate; and 
(2) Is succeeded by a candidate se­
lected under IC 3-13-1 or IC 3-13-2. 

(b) The absentee 'voter may recast the 
ballot during the period specified by IC 
3·11-10-26. To obtain another set of bal­
lots, the absentee voter must present a 
written request for another set of ballots 
from the circuit court clerk. 

(c) Upon receiving a written request 
under subsection (b), the circuit court clerk 
shall do the following: 

(1) Place the written request with the 
absentee voter's ori~inal ballots. 
(2) Mark "canceled' on the original 
set of ballots. 
(3) Preserve the original ballots with 
other defective ballots. 
(4) Deliver a new set of ballots to the 
absentee voter. 

[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-3. Absentee ballot - Time 
of receipt. - A county election board 
must receive an absentee ballot before 
noon on election day. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-4. Signature not genuine.­
If a county election board finds th!1t the 
signature on a ballot envelope IS not 

genuine, the board shall write upon the 
ballot envelope the words "The county 
election board has rejected this ballot 
because the signature of this voter is not 
genuine.". [P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-
1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-5. Signature found genuine. 
- If a county election board unanimously 
finds that the signature on a ballot enve­
lope is genuine, the board shall enclose 
immediately the accepted and unopened 
ballot envelope, together with the voter's 
application for the absentee ballot, In a 
large or carrier envelope. The envelope 
shall be securely sealed and endorsed with 
the name and official title of the circuit 
court clerk and the following words: "This 
envelope contains an absentee ballot and 
must be opened only on election day under 
IC 3-11.5.". [P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-
1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-6. Retention of accepted 
ballot envelopes. - Each circuit court 
clerk shall keep all accepted ballot enve­
lopes securely in the clerk's office until the 
ballot envelopes are opened by absentee 
ballot counters in accordance with this 
chapter. fP.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, 
§ 2.] 

3-11.5-4-7. Post office delivery on 
election day. - Not later than noon on 
election day each circuit court clerk, or an 
agent of the clerk, shall visit the appropri­
ate post office to accept delivery of absen­
tee envelopes. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-8. Certification of names of 
voters. - (a) Each county election board 
shall certify the names of voters: 

(1) To whom absentee ballots were 
delivered or mailed or who marked 
ballots in person; and 
(2) Whose ballots have been received 
by the board under this chapter; 

after the certification under section 1 [IC 
3-11.5-4-1] of this chapter and not later 
than noon on election day. 

(b) The county election board shall have 
the certificates described in subsection (a) 
delivered to the precinct election boards at 
their respective polls on election day by 
couriers appointed under section 22 [IC 
3-11.5-4-22] of this chapter. 

(c) The certificates shall be delivered 
not later than 3 p.m. on election day. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-9. Delivery of certificates to 
precinct election board - Marking 
poll list - Delivery of certificates to 
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county election board. - (a) Upon deliv­
ery of the certificate under section 8 [IC 
3-11.5-4-8] of this chapter to a precinct 
election board, the inspector shall mark 
the poll list in the presence of the poll 
clerks. The poll clerks shall sign the 
statement printed on the certificate indi­
cating that the inspector marked the poll 
list under this section in the presence of 
both poll clerks to indicate that the absen­
tee ballot of the voter has been received by 
the county election board. 

(b) If a person listed in the certificate 
has voted in person at the polls before the 
delivery of the certificate, the inspector 
shall initial the voter's name on the certifi­
cate in the presence of both poll clerks. The 
poll clerks shall sign the statement printed 
on the certificate indicating that the in­
spector initialed the names of voters under 
this subsection in the presence of both poll 
clerks. 

(c) The inspector shall then deposit: 
0) The certificate prepared under sec­
tion 1 [IC 3-11.5-4-1] of this chapter; 
(2) The certificate prepared under sec­
tion 8 [IC 3-11.5-4-8] of this chapter; 
and 
(3) Any challenge affidavit executed 
by a qualified person under section 16 
[IC 3-11.5-4-16] of this chapter; 

in an envelope in the presence of both poll 
clerks. 

(d) The inspector shall seal the enve­
lope. The inspector and each poll clerk 
shall then sign a statement printed on the 
envelope indicating that the inspector or 
poll clerk has complied with the require­
ments of this chapter governing the mark­
ing of the poll list and certificates. 

(e) The couriers shall immediately re­
turn the envelope described in subsection 
(c) to the county election board. Upon 
delivering the envelope to the county elec­
tion board, each courier shall sign a state­
ment printed on the envelope indicating 
that the courier has not opened or tam­
pered with the envelope since the envelope 
was delivered to the courier. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-10. Late absentee ballots.­
Subject to section 7 [IC 3-11.5-4-7] of this 
chapter, absentee ballots received by mail 
after noon on election day are considered 
as arriving too late and may not be 
counted. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, 
§ 2.] 

3-11.5-4-11. Comparison of signa­
tures by absentee ballot counters. - At 
any time after the couriers return the 
certificate under section 9 [IC 3-11.5-4-9] 
of this chapter, absentee ballot counters 

appointed under section 22 [IC 
3-11.5-4-22] of this chapter, in the pres­
ence of the county election board, shall, 
except for a ballot rejected under section 
13 [IC 3-11.5-4-13] of this chapter: 

(1) Open the outer or carrier envelope 
containing an absentee ballot enve­
lope and application; 
(2) Announce the absentee voter's 
name; and 
(3) Compare the signature upon the 
application with the signature upon 
the affidavit on the ballot envelope. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-12. Verification of affidavit 
- Division of ballots among precincts. 
- (a) If the absentee ballot counters find 
under section 11 [IC 3-11.5-4-11] of this 
chapter that: 

(1) The affidavit is properly executed; 
(2) The signatures correspond; 
(3) The absentee voter is a qualified 
voter of the precinct; 
(4) The absentee voter is registered; 
(5) The absentee voter has not voted 
in person at the election; and 
(6) In case of a primary election, if the 
absentee voter has not previously 
voted, the absentee voter has executed 
the proper declaration relative to age 
and qualifications and the political 
party with which the absentee voter 
intends to affiliate; 

the absentee ballot counters shall open the 
envelope containing the absentee ballots 
so as not to deface or destroy the affidavit 
and take out each ballot enclosed without 
unfolding or permitting a ballot to be 
unfolded or examined. 

(b) The absentee ballot counters shall 
then deposit the ballots in a secure enve­
lope with the name of the precinct set forth 
on the outside of the envelope. After the 
absentee ballot counters or the county 
election board has made the findings de­
scribed in subsection (a) or section 13 [IC 
3-11.5-4-13] of this chapter for all absentee 
ballots of the precinct, the absentee ballot 
counters shall remove all the ballots de­
posited in the envelope under this section 
for counting under IC 3-11.5-5 or IC 
3-11.5-6. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, 
§ 2.] 

3-11.5-4-13. Grounds for rejection of 
ballot. - (a) If the absentee ballot coun­
ters find under section 11 [IC 3-11.5-4-11] 
of this chapter that: 

(1) The affidavit is insufficient; 
(2) The signatures do not correspond 
or there is no signature; 
(3) The absentee voter is not a quali­
fied voter in the precinct; 
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(4) The absentee voter has voted in 
person at the election; 
(5) The absentee voter has not regis­
tered; 
(6) The ballot is open, or has been 
opened and resealed; 
(7) The ballot envelope contains more 
than one (1) ballot of any kind; 
(8) In case of a primary election, if the 
absentee voter has not previously 
voted, the voter failed to execute the 
proper declaration relative to age and 
qualifications and the political party 
with which the voter intends to affili­
ate; or 
(9) The ballot has been challenged 
and not supported; 

the ballots shall be rejected. 
(b) If the absentee ballot counters are 

unable to agree on a finding described 
under this section or section 12 [IC 
3-11.5-4-12] of this chapter, the county 
election board shall make the finding. 

(c) The absentee ballot counters or 
county election board shall issue a certifi­
cate to a voter whose ballot has been 
rejected under this section if the voter 
appears in person before the board not 
later than 5 p.m. on election day. The 
certificate must state that the voter's ab­
sentee ballot has been rejected and that 
the voter may vote in person under section 
21 [IC 3-11.5-4-21] of this chapter if other­
wise qualified to vote. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-14. Marking of rejected bal­
lots - Preservation. - (a) Each ballot 
rejected for any of the reasons prescribed 
by section 13 [IC 3-11.5-4-13] of this chap­
ter shall, without being unfolded to dis­
close how the ballot is marked, be en­
dorsed with the words: "Rejected (giving 
the reason or reasons for the rejection)." 

(b) All rejected absentee ballots shall be 
enclosed and securely sealed in an enve­
lope on which the absentee ballot counters 
shall write the words: "Rejected absentee 
ballots". The absentee ballot counters 
shall also identify the precinct and the 
date of the election on the envelope con­
taining the rejected ballots. 

(c) The rejected absentee ballots shall be 
returned to the same officer and in the 
same manner as prescribed by this title for 
the return and preservation of official 
ballots cast and uncast at the election. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-15. Challenge to vote of ab­
sentee voter. - (a) The vote of an absen­
tee voter may be challenged at the polls for 
the reason that the absentee voter is not a 

legal voter of the precinct where the ballot 
is being cast. 

(b) Before the inspector prepares to 
mark the poll list to indicate that an 
absentee ballot cast by the voter has been 
received by the county election board ac­
cording to a certificate delivered to the 
polls under section 1 [IC 3-11.5-4-1] or 
section 8 [IC 3-11.5-4-8] of this chapter, 
the inspector shall notify the challengers 
and the pollbook holders that the inspector 
is about to mark the poll list under this 
section. The inspector shall provide the 
challengers and pollbook holders with the 
name and address of each voter listed in 
the certificate so that the voter may be 
challenged under this article. 

(c) The precinct election board may hear 
and determine a challenge under this 
section as though the ballot was cast by 
the voter in person. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-16. Challenge procedure. -
(a) If an absentee ballot is challenged 
under section 15 [IC 3-11.5-4-15] of this 
chapter, the absentee voter's application 
for an absentee ballot shall be considered 
as the affidavit required to be made by a 
voter when challenged at the polls while 
voting in person. In all other respects, the 
challenge procedure is the same as though 
the ballot was cast by the voter in person. 

(b) If a proper affidavit by a qualified 
person in the form required by IC 
3-11-8-22 is made that would entitle the 
absentee voter to vote if the absentee voter 
had personally appeared, the couriers 
shall return the affidavit to the county 
election board in the same envelope as the 
certificate returned under section 9 rIC 
3-11.5-4-9] of this chapter. 

(c) The absentee ballot cast by the chal­
lenged voter shall be counted if the county 
election board makes the findings required 
under section 11 [IC 3-11.5-4-11] of this 
chapter. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, 
§ 2.] 

3-11.5-4-17. Death of absentee voter. 
- (a) If proof is given to the absentee 
ballot counters that an absentee voter 
marked and forwarded an absentee ballot 
but died before election day, the ballot of 
the deceased voter shall be rejected under 
section 13 [IC 3-11.5-4-13] of this chapter 
and retained with the other rejected bal­
lots under section 14 [IC 3-11.5-4-14] of 
this chapter. 

(b) The casting of an absentee ballot by 
a deceased voter does not invalidate an 
election. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, 
§ 2.] 
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3-11.5-4-18. Failure to return absen­
tee ballot - Right to vote in person. -
If a voter has not returned an absentee 
ballot, the voter may vote in person. 
However, before the voter may vote, the 
voter must return the ballot to the county 
election board. The absentee ballot shall 
be marked "canceled" and preserved with 
the rejected ballots. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-19. Ability to vote in person 
if poll list does not indicate that absen­
tee ballot has been cast. - If a voter has 
marked and returned an absentee ballot 
but appears in person at the precinct 
before the inspector has marked the poll 
list to indicate that an absentee ballot cast 
by the voter has been received by the 
county election board according to a certif­
icate issued under section 9 [IC 3-11.5-4-9] 
of this chapter or section 1 [IC 3-11.5-4-1] 
of this chapter, then the voter may request 
a new ballot, which the voter may vote as 
any other voter voting in person. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-20. Inability to vote in per­
son. - If the inspector has marked the 
poll list to indicate that the absentee ballot 
cast by the voter has been received by the 
county election board, the voter may not 
vote in person except as provided in sec­
tion 21 [IC 3-11.5-4-21] of this chapter. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-21. Ability to vote in person 
if absentee ballot rejected. - If an 
envelope containing an absentee ballot has 
been marked "Rejected" and the voter 
appears in person at the precinct before 
the polls close, the voter may vote as any 
other voter voting in person if the voter 
presents the precinct election board with 
the certificate issued under section 13(c) 
[IC 3-11.5-4-13(c)] of this chapter. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-22. Appointment of absen­
tee voter board - Absentee ballot 
counters - Couriers. - (a) Each county 
election board shall appoint: 

(1) Absentee voter boards; 
(2) Teams of absentee ballot counters; 
and 
(3) Teams of couriers; 

consisting of two (2) voters of the county, 
one (1) from each of the two (2) political 
parties that have appointed members on 
the county election board. 

(b) A person is not eligible to serve on 
an absentee voter board or as an absentee 
ballot counter or a courier if the person: 

(1) Is unable to read, write, and speak 
the English language; 
(2) Has any property bet or wagered 
on the result of the election; 
(3) Is a candidate to be voted for at the 
election, except as an unopposed can­
didate for precinct committeeman or 
state convention delegate; or 
(4) Is the spouse, parent, father-in­
law, mother-in-law, child, son-in-law, 
daughter-in-law, grandparent, grand­
child, brother, sister, brother-in-law, 
sister-in-law, uncle, aunt, nephew, 
niece, or first cousin of a candidate or 
declared write-in candidate to be 
voted for at the election except as an 
unopposed candidate. This subdivision 
disqualifies a person whose relation­
ship to the candidate is the result of 
birth, marriage, or adoption. This sub­
division does not disqualify a person 
who is a spouse of a first cousin of the 
candidate. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-23. Recommendation for 
absentee voter boards, absentee ballot 
counters and couriers. - (a) Each 
county election board shall notify the 
county chairmen of the two (2) political 
parties that have appointed members on 
the county election board of the number of: 

(1) Absentee voter boards; 
(2) Teams of absentee ballot counters; 
and 
(3) Teams of couriers; 

to be appointed under section 22 [IC 
3-11.5-4-22] of this chapter. 

(b) The county chairmen shall make 
written recommendations for the appoint­
ments within ten (10) days, and the county 
election board shall make the appoint­
ments as recommended. 

(c) If a county chairman fails to make 
any recommendations, then the county 
election board may appoint any voters of 
the county. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-24. Marking of poll list. -
In addition to the preparations described 
in IC 3-11-11-2, the inspector shall mark 
the poll list in the presence of the poll 
clerks to indicate the voters of the precinct 
whose absentee ballots have been received 
by the county election board according to 
the certificate supplied under section 1 [IC 
3-11.5-4-1] of this chapter. The poll clerks 
shall sign the statement printed on the 
certificate indicating that the inspector 
marked the poll list under this section in 
the presence of both poll clerks. The in­
spector shall retain custody of the certifi­
cate until the certificate is returned under 
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section 9 [IC 3-11:5-4-9] of this chapter. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176, P.L.19-1993, § 2.J 

3-11.5-4-25. Marking of poll list. -
In addition to the preparations described 
in IC 3-11-12-24, the inspector shall mark 
the poll list in the presence of the poll 
clerks to indicate the voters of the precInct 
whose absentee ballots have been received 
by the county election board according to 
the certificate supplied under section 1 [IC 
3-11.5-4-1] of this chapter. The poll clerks 
shall sign the statement printed on the 
certificate indicating that the inspector 
marked the poll list under this section in 
the presence of both poll clerks. The in­
spector shall retain custody of the certifi­
cate until the certificate is returned under 
section 9 [IC 3-11:5-4-9] of this chapter. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176, P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-26. Marking of poll list. -
In addition to the preparations described 
in IC 3-11-13-27, the inspector shall mark 
the poll list in the presence of the poll 
clerks to indicate the voters of the precinct 
whose absentee ballots have been received 
by the county election board according to 
the certificate supplied under section 1 [IC 
3-11.5-4-1] of this chapter. The poll clerks 
shall sign the statement printed on the 
certificate indicating that the inspector 
marked the poll list under this section in 
the presence of both poll clerks. The in­
spector shall retain custody of the certifi­
cate until the certificate is returned under 
section 9 [IC 3-11:5-4-9] of this chapter. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176, P.L.19-1993, § 2.J 

3-11.5-4-27. Marking of poll list. -
In addition to the preparations described 
in IC 3-11-14-16, the inspector shall mark 
the poll list in the presence of the poll 
clerks to indicate the voters of the precinct 
whose absentee ballots have been received 
by the county election board according to 
the certificate supplied under section 1 [IC 
3-11.5-4-1] of this chapter. The poll clerks 
shall sign the statement printed on the 
certificate indicating that the inspector 
marked the poll list under this section in 
the presence of both poll clerks. The in­
spector shall retain custody of the certifi­
cate until the certificate is returned under 
section 9 [IC 3-11:5-4-9] of this chapter. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176, P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-4-28. Report of total vote 
cast. - When all votes have been counted, 
the precinct election board shall prepare a 
certificate stating the number of votes that 
each candidate received for each office and 
the number of votes cast on each public 
question. The number of votes that each 

candidate and public question received 
shall be written in words and numbers. 
The board shall also prepare a memoran­
dum of the total vote cast for each candi­
date and ensure that each member of the 
board receives a copy of the memorandum. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

CHAPTER 5 

COUNTING OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS CAST 
ON PAPER BALLOTS 

[Expires December 1, 19951 

SECTION. 
3·11.5-5-1. Applicability. 
3-11.5-5-2. Applicability to absentee ballots. 
3-11.5-5-3. Count of absentee ballot votes. 
3-11.5-5-4. Count of absentee ballots printed by 

state election board before county 
election board. 

3-11.5-5-5. Count without interruption. 
3-11.5-5-6. Method of count. 
3-11.5-5-7. Procedure for counting. 
3-11.5-5-8. Protest during counting. 
3-11.5-5-9. Protested ballots. 
3-11.5-5-10. Disagreement on protest ballot. 
3-11.5-5-11. Signature of protested ballot. 
3-11.5-5-12. Count of one precinct at a time. 
3-11.5·5·13. Count of different precincts by different 

counter sets. 
3·11.5·5·14. Write·in absentee ballots. 
3·11.5·5·15. Preparation of certificate on total votes 

cast. 
3·U.5·5·16. Preparation of memorandum of total 

votes cast. 
3·11.5·5·17. Delivery of certificates and tally papers 

to county election board. 
3·11.5·5·18. Preservation of ballots. 
3·U.5·5·19. Absentee ballot counter oath. 
3·11.5·5-20. Filing of oath. 
3·11.5·5·21. Maintenance of preserved ballots. 
3·11.5·5·22. Locking receptacle containing ballots. 
3·11.5·5·23. Preservation of receptacle. 
3·11.5·5·24. Receptacle to be opened only by order of 

court. 
3·11.5-5·25. Destruction of ballots. 
3·U.5·5·26. Contract for disposal of ballots. 
3·11.5·5·27. Certificate for absentee ballots. 
3·11.5·5·28. Delivery of certificate. 
3·11.5·5·29. Disclosure of information prohibited. 

3-11.5-5-1. Applicability. - (a) This 
chapter applies in a county only if: 

(1) The state election board has desig­
nated the county as a pilot county; and 
(2) The county election board adopts a 
resolution making this chapter appli­
cable in the county. 

(b) A copy of a resolution adopted under 
this section shall be sent to the state 
election board. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

Compiler's Notes. Pursuant to IC 3·11.5·7·4, this 
article expires December 1, 1995. 
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3-11.5-5-2. Applicability to absentee 
ballots. - This chapter applies to the 
counting of absentee ballots cast on paper 
ballots. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, 
§ 2.] 

3-11.5-5-3. Count of absentee ballot 
votes. - Immediately after: 

(1) The couriers have returned the 
certificate from a precinct under IC 
3-11.5-4-9; and 
(2) The absentee ballot counters or 
the county election board have made 
the findings required under IC 3-11-10 
and IC 3-11.5-4 for the absentee bal­
lots cast by voters of the precinct and 
deposited the accepted absentee bal­
lots in the envelope required under IC 
3-11.5-4-12; 

the absentee ballot counters shall, in a 
central counting location designated by 
the county election board, count the absen­
tee ballot votes for each candidate for each 
office and on each public question in the 
precinct. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, 
§ 2.] 

3-11.5-5-4. Count of absentee ballots 
printed by state election board before 
county election board. - The absentee 
ballot counters shall begin by counting the 
votes on absentee ballots printed by the 
state election board and shall complete the 
count of these ballots before counting the 
votes on absentee ballots printed by the 
county election board. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2,] 

3-11.5-5-5. Count without interrup­
tion. - To minimize delay, the absentee 
ballot counters shall continue the count 
without interruption until all absentee 
ballots for the precinct are canvassed and 
the certificates required by this chapter 
are prepared and delivered to the person 
entitled to receive the certificates. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-5-6. Method of count. - The 
ballots shall be counted by laying each 
ballot upon a table in the order in which 
the ballot was opened under IC 
3-11.5-4-12. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-5-7. Procedure for counting. 
- During the counting of the votes, one (1) 
of the absentee ballot counters shall read 
the name of the candidates voted for from 
the ballots. A: 

(1) Member of the county election 
board who is not a member of the 
same political party as the absentee 
ballot counter; or 

(2) Representative designated by the 
member; 

reading the names shall view the ballots 
as the names are read. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-5-8. Protest during counting. 
- During the counting of the votes: 

(1) An absentee ballot counter per­
forming the counting; 
(2) A member of the county election 
board; or 
(3) A representative designated by 
the members; 

may protest the counting of any ballot or 
any part of a ballot. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-5-9. Protested ballots. - If a 
ballot or any part of a ballot is protested, 
an absentee ballot counter immediately 
shall write on the back of the protested 
ballot the word I'counted" or Unot counted," 
as appropriate. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-5-10. Disagreement on pro­
test ballot. - If the absentee ballot cOll-n­
ters cannot agree whether to count a ballot 
following a protest under section 8 [IC 
3-11.5-5-8] of this chapter, the question 
shall be referred to the county election 
board for a decision. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-5-11. Signature of protested 
ballot. - Following a decision by the 
absentee ballot counters or the county 
election board, the absentee ballot coun­
ters shall officially sign each protested 
ballot. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, 
§ 2.] 

3-11.5-5-12. Count of one precinct at 
a time. - An absentee ballot counter may 
not count absentee ballots for a precinct 
under this chapter while counting absen­
tee ballots for any other precinct. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-5-13. Count of different pre­
cincts by different counter sets. - (a) 
This section applies if at least two (2) sets 
of absentee ballot counters in a county are 
counting absentee ballots under this chap­
ter. 

(b) A set of absentee ballot counters 
may count absentee ballots from a precinct 
while another set of absentee ballot coun­
ters is counting absentee ballots from 
another precinct in the county if each set 
of counters counts the ballots in compli­
ance with section 7 [IC 3-11.5-5-7] of this 



215 COUNTING OF PAPER ABSENTEE BALLOTS 3-11.5-5-20 

chapter. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, 
§ 2.) 

3-11.5-5-14. Write-in absentee bal­
lots. - (a) This section applies to the 
counting of write-in absentee ballots for: 

(1) A federal office received under 42 
U.S.C. 1973ff; and 
(2) A federal office, state office, or 
public question under IC 3-11-4-12(d). 

(b) If a voter writes an abbreviation, a 
misspelling, or other minor variation in­
stead of the correct name of a candidate or 
political party, that vote shall be counted 
If the intent of the voter can be deter­
mined. 

(c) If a voter casts a ballot under this 
section for President or Vice President and 
writes in the name of a candidate or 
political party that has not certified a list 
of electors under IC 3-10-4-5, the vote for 
President or Vice President is void. The 
remaining votes on the ballot may be 
counted. 

(d) IC 3-12-1-7 applies to a ballot subject 
to this section. 

(e) A ballot subject to this section may 
not be counted if: 

(1) The ballot was submitted from 
within the United States; 
(2) The voter's application for a regu­
lar absentee ballot was received by the 
circuit court clerk or board of registra­
tion less than thirty (30) days before 
the election; 
(3) The voter's completed regular 
state absentee ballot was received by 
the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration by the deadline for receiv­
ing absentee ballots under IC 
3-11.5-4-7; or 
(4) The ballot subject to this section 
was not received by the circuit court 
clerk or board of registration by the 
deadline for receiving absentee ballots 
under IC 3-11.5-4-7. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.) 

3-11.5-5-15. Preparation of certifi­
cate on total votes cast. - When all the 
votes have been counted, the absentee 
ballot counters shall prepare a certificate 
stating the number of votes that each 
candidate received for each office and the 
number of votes cast on each public ques­
tion. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.) 

3-11.5-5-16. Preparation of memo­
randum of total votes cast. - The 
number of votes that each candidate and 
public question received shall be written 
in words and numbers. The absentee ballot 
counters shall prepare a memorandum of 
the total votes cast for each candidate and 

on each public question and ensure that 
each member of the county election board 
receives a copy of the memorandum. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-5-17. Delivery of certificates 
and tally papers to county election 
board. - The absentee ballot counters 
shall deliver the certificates prepared un­
der section 15 [IC 3-11.5-5-15J of this 
chapter and the tally papers to the county 
election board immediately upon the tabu­
lation of the vote in each precinct. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.) 

3-11.5-5-18. Preservation of ballots. 
- As soon as the ballots have been 
counted, the absentee ballot counters shall 
in the presence of the county election 
board do the following: 

(1) Place in a strong paper envelope or 
bag the following: 

(A) All ballots, voted and not voted, 
together with all protested and 
uncounted ballots. 
(B) One (1) copy of each of the 
certificates prepared under IC 
3-11.5-4-1 and IC 3-11.5-4-8. 
(C) The tally papers. 

(2) Securely seal the envelope or bag. 
(3) Have both absentee ballot coun­
ters initial the envelope or bag. 
(4) Plainly mark on the outside of the 
envelope or bag, in ink, the precinct 
for which the absentee ballots were 
cast. 
(5) Deliver the envelope or bag to the 
circuit court clerk. 
(6) Notify the circuit court clerk of the 
number of ballots placed in the enve­
lope or bag. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.) 

3-11.5-5-19. Absentee ballot counter 
oath. - Upon delivery of the envelope or 
bag to the circuit court clerk, each absen­
tee ballot counter shall take and subscribe 
an oath before the clerk stating that the 
counter: 

(1) Securely kept the ballots and pa­
pers in the envelope or bag; 
(2) Did not permit any person to open 
the envelope or bag or to otherwise 
touch or tamper with the ballots; and 
(3) Had no knowledge of any other 
person opening the envelope or bag. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.) 

3-11.5-5-20. Filing of oath. - The 
circuit court clerk shall file the oath taken 
under section 19 [IC 3-11.5-5-19) of this 
chapter with the clerk's other election 
documents. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.) 
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3-11.5-5-21- Maintenance of pre­
served ballots_ - The circuit court clerk 
shall place the envelope or bag in a 
receptacle provided by the county execu­
tive with two (2) different locks. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-5-22. Locking receptacle con­
taining ballots. - The circuit court clerk 
shall do the following: 

(1) Lock the receptacle provided un­
der section 21 [IC 3-11.5-5-21] of this 
chapter. 
(2) Retain one (1) key to one (1) lock of 
the receptacle. 
(3) Give one (1) key to the other lock 
of the receptacle to the member of the 
county election board who is not a 
member of the same political party as 
the clerk. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11-5-5-23. Preservation of recepta­
cle. - The circuit court clerk shall pre­
serve the receptacle containing the enve­
lope or bag in the clerk's office for the 
period required under IC 3-10-1-31. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11-5-5-24. Receptacle to be opened 
only by order of court_ - If the election 
is contested, the clerk shall preserve the 
receptacle containing the envelope or bag 
as long as the contest is undetermined. 
During those periods the clerk shall keep 
the receptacle securely locked, subject only 
to an order of the court trying a contest. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11-5-5-25. Destruction of ballots. 
- When permitted under IC 3-10-1-31, the 
clerk and a county election board member 
of the opposite political party shall remove 
the envelope or bag from the receptacle 
and destroy the envelope or bag. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11-5-5-26. Contract for disposal of 
ballots. - A county election board may 
contract with a state educational institu­
tion (as defined in IC 20-12-0.5-1) to dis­
pose of the ballots. The contract must 
provide that: 

(1) The ballots will be used by the 
state educational institution to con­
duct election research; and 
(2) The state educational institution 
may not receive any ballots under this 
subsection until the period for reten­
tion under IC 3-10-1-31 has expired. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11-5-5-27. Certificate for absentee 
ballots. - Immediately upon completion 
of the vote count, the absentee ballot 
counters shall make and sign a certificate 
for the news media showing the total 
number of absentee ballot votes received 
by each candidate and on each public 
question in the precinct. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-5-28. Delivery of certificate. 
- The absentee ballot counters shall de­
liver the certificate to the circuit court 
clerk as soon as the certificate is com­
pleted. The circuit court clerk shall deliver 
the certificate made for the news media to 
any person designated to receive the certif­
icate by the editors of the newspapers 
published in the county or by the man­
agers of the radio and television stations 
operating in the county immediately upon 
the completion of the certificate, but not 
before the closing of the polls. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-5-29. Disclosure of informa­
tion prohibited. - (a) This section ap­
plies to a person who observes or performs 
any of the following under this chapter: 

(1) The counting of absentee ballots. 
(2) The proceedings of absentee ballot 
counters or the county election board 
regarding a protested ballot. 
(3) The preparation of a certificate by 
absentee ballot counters. 
(4) The delivery of a certificate to the 
circuit court clerk or county election 
board. 

(b) Except as prescribed by this chapter, 
a person shall not provide any other per­
son with information concerning the num­
ber of votes: 

(1) A candidate received for an office; 
or 
(2) Cast to approve or reject a public 
question; 

on absentee ballots counted under this 
chapter before the closing of the polls. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

CHAPTER 6 

COUNTING OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS CAST 
ON BALLOT CARDS 

[Expires December 1, 1995] 

SECTION. 

3·11.5·6-1. Applicability. 
3-11.5-6-2. Applicability to absentee ballots. 
3-U.5-6-3. Counting of ballots. 
3-11.5-6-4. Count without interruption. 
3-11.5-6-5. Verification of proper grouping of bal­

Iota. 
3-11.5-6-6. Protest. 



217 COUNTING OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS CAST 3-11.5-6-9 

SECTION. 
3-11.5-6-7. Disagreement over protest. 
3-11.5-6-8. Protest procedure. 
3-11.5-6-9. Damaged or defective ballot. 
3-11.5-6-10. Duplicate copy of damaged ballot. 
3-11.5-6-11. Duplicate copy of defeetive ballot. 
3-11.5-6-12. Label on duplicate cards, 
3-11.5-6-13. Count of duplicates. 
3-11.5-6-14. Test of automatic tabulating machines. 
3-11.5-6-15. Manual count. 
3-11.5-6-16. Manual count - Standards. 
3-11.5-6-17. Counting of write-in ballots. 
3-11.5-6-18. Certificate of total votes cast. 
3-U.5-6-l9. Memorandum on total votes cast. 
3-11.5-6-20. Delivery to county election board. 
3-11.5-6-21. Preservation of ballots. 
3-11.5-6-22. Absentee ballot counter oath. 
3-11.5-6-23. Filing of oath. 
3-11.5-6-24. Preservation in receptacle. 
3-11.5-6-25. Locking of receptacle. 
3-11.5-6-26. Period of preservation. 
3-11.5-6-27. Receptacle opened only by order of court. 
3-11.5-6-28. Destruction of ballots. 
3-11.5-6-29. Contract for destruction. 
3-11.5-6-30. Certificate for news media. 
3-11.5-6-31. Delivery of certificate. 
3-11.5-6-32. Disclosure of information prohibited. 
3-11.5-6-33. Recount. 

3-11.5-6-1. Applicability. - (a) This 
chapter applies in a county only if: 

(1) The state election board has desig­
nated the county a pilot county; and 
(2) The county election board adopts a 
resolution making this chapter appli­
cable in the county. 

(b) A copy of a resolution adopted under 
this section shall be sent to the state 
election board. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

Compiler's Notes. Pursuant to Ie 3-11.5-7-4, this 
article expires December 1, 1995. 

3-11.5-6-2. Applicability to absentee 
ballots. - This chapter applies to the 
counting of absentee ballots cast on ballot 
cards. IP.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, 
§ 2.] 

3-11.5-6-3. Counting of ballots. -
Immediately after: 

(1) The couriers have returned the 
certificate from a precinct under IC 
3-11.5-4-9; and 
(2) The absentee ballot counters or 
the county election board has made 
the findings required under IC 3-11-10 
and IC 3-11.5-4 for the absentee bal­
lots cast by voters of the precinct and 
deposited the accepted absentee bal­
lots in the envelope required under IC 
3-11.5-4-12; 

the absentee ballot counters shall, in a 
central counting locatioh designated by 
the county election board, count the absen­
tee ballot votes for each candidate for each 

office and on each public question in the 
precinct with the assistance of any persons 
required for the operation of the automatic 
tabulating m~chine. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-6-4. Count without interrup­
tion. - To minimize delay, the absentee 
ballot counters shall continue to count 
without interruption until all absentee 
ballots for the precinct are canvassed and 
the certificates required by this chapter 
are prepared and delivered to the person 
entitled to receive the certificates. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.J 

3-11.5-6-5. Verification of proper 
grouping of ballots. - The absentee 
ballot counters shall determine if the bal­
lot cards are properly grouped and 
arranged so that all similar cards from a 
precinct are together before the ballots are 
counted on an automatic tabulating ma­
chine. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993 
§ 2.] , 

3-11.5-6-6. Protest. - During the tab­
ulatIOn of votes at a central counting 
location, an absentee ballot counter per­
forming the count, a member of the county 
electIOn board, or a representative desig­
nated by the member of the board may 
protest the counting of a ballot or part of a 
ballot cast by a voter of a precinct. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-6-7. Disagreement over pro­
test. - If the absentee ballot counters 
cannot agree whether to count a ballot 
following a protest under section 6 [IC 
3-11.5-6-6] of this chapter, the question 
shall be referred to the county election 
board for a decision. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-6-8. Protest procedure. - Fol­
lowing a decision by the absentee ballot 
counters or the county election board: 

(1) The absentee ballot counters im­
mediately shall write on the back of 
the protested ballot card the word 
!!c?unted" or !!not counted," as appro­
prIate; and 
(2) The person protesting the ballot 
under section 6 [IC 3-11.5-6-6J of this 
chapter shall officially sign' the pro­
tested ballot card. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-6-9. Damaged or defective 
ballot. - If an absentee ballot is damaged 
or defective so that the ballot cannot 
properly be counted by an automatic tabu-
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lating machine, a remake team composed 
of one (1) person from each of the major 
political parties of the county shall have 
the card prepared for processing so as to 
record accurately the intent of the voter 
insofar as the intent can be ascertained. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-l1.5-6-1O. Duplicate copy of dam­
aged ballot. - If necessary, a true dupli­
cate copy shall be made of the damaged 
ballot card in the presence of witnesses 
and substituted for the damaged card. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-l1.5-6-11. Duplicate copy of defec­
tive ballot. - A duplicate ballot card 
shall be made of a defective card, not 
including the uncounted votes. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-l1.5-6-12. Label on duplicate 
cards. - All duplicate cards must: 

(1) Be clearly labeled "duplicate"; and 
(2) Bear a serial number that shall be 
recorded on the damaged or defective 
card. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, 
§ 2.] 

3-11.5-6-13. Count of duplicates. -
Each duplicate ballot card shall be counted 
instead of the damaged or defective card. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-6-14. Test of automatic tabu­
lating machines. - If a test of automatic 
tabulating machines required by IC 
3-l1-13-22 or IC 3-11-13-26 is not con­
ducted for a particular office or public 
question, the absentee ballot votes for that 
office shall be counted manually. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-l1.5-6-15. Manual count. - If for 
any reason the county election board de­
termines that it is impracticable to count 
all or some of the absentee ballots under 
this chapter with an automatic tabulating 
machine, the board may direct that the 
ballot cards be counted manually. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-6-16. Manual count - Stan­
dards. - If ballot cards are counted 
manually, the tabulation of votes must 
comply with the standards prescribed by 
IC 3-l1-7. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, 
§ 2.] 

3-l1.5-6-17. Counting of write-in 
ballots. - IC 3-11.5-5-14 applies to the 
counting of write-in absentee ballots for a 
federal office cast on a ballot card received 

under 42 U.S.C. 1973ff. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-6-1S. Certificate of total votes 
cast. - When all the votes have been 
counted, the absentee ballot counters shall 
prepare a certificate stating the number of 
votes that each candidate received for each 
office and the number of votes cast on each 
public question. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-l1.5-6-19. Memorandum on total 
votes cast. - The number of votes that 
each candidate and each public question 
received shall be written in words and 
numbers. The absentee ballot counters 
shall prepare a memorandum of the total 
votes cast for each candidate and on each 
public question and ensure that each mem­
ber of the county election board receives a 
copy of the memorandum. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-6-20. Delivery to county elec­
tion board. - The absentee ballot coun­
ters shall deliver the certificates prepared 
under section IS [IC 3-11.5-6-1S] of this 
chapter and the return printed by the 
automatic tabulating machine to the 
county election board immediately upon 
the tabulation of the vote in each precinct. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-6-21. Preservation of ballots. 
- As soon as the ballots have been 
counted, the absentee ballot counters shall 
in the presence of the county election 
board do the following: 

(1) Place in a strong paper envelope or 
bag the following: 

(A) All ballots, voted and not voted, 
together with all protested and 
uncounted ballots. 
(B) One (1) copy of each of the 
certificates prepared under IC 
3-11.5-4-1 and IC 3-11.5-4-S. 
(C) The tally papers. 

(2) Securely seal the envelope or bag. 
(3) Have both absentee ballot coun­
ters initial the envelope or bag. 
(4) Plainly mark on the outside of the 
envelope or bag, in ink, the precinct 
for which the absentee ballots were 
cast. 
(5) Deliver the envelope or bag to the 
circuit court clerk. 
(6) Notify the circuit court clerk of the 
number of ballots placed in the enve­
lope or bag. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-6-22. Absentee ballot counter 
oath. - Upon delivery of the envelope or 
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bag to the circuit court clerk, each absen­
tee ballot counter shall take and subscribe 
an oath before the clerk stating that the 
counter: 

(1) Securely kept the ballots and pa­
pers in the envelope or bag; 
(2) Did not permit any person to open 
the envelope or bag or to otherwise 
touch or tamper with the ballots; and 
(3) Had no knowledge of any other 
person opening the envelope or bag. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.) 

3-11.5-6-23. Filing of oath. - The 
circuit court clerk shall file the oath taken 
under section 22 [IC 3-11.5-6-22) of this 
chapter with the clerk's other election 
documents. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.) 

3-11.5-6-24. Preservation in recepta­
cle_ - The circuit court clerk shall place 
the envelope or bag in a receptacle pro­
vided by the county executive with hvo (2) 
different locks. IP.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.) 

3-11.5-6-25. Locking of receptacle. 
- The circuit court clerk shall do the 
following: 

(1) Lock the receptacle provided un­
der section 24 [IC 3-11.5-6-24) of this 
chapter. 
(2) Retain one (1) key to one (1) lock of 
the receptacle. 
(3) Give one (1) key to the other lock 
of the receptacle to the member of the 
county election board who IS not a 
member of the same political party as 
the clerk. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.) 

3-11.5-6-26. Period of preservation. 
- The circuit court clerk shall preserve 
the receptacle con,taining the envelope. or 
bag in the clerk s office for the period 
required under IC 3-10-1-31. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.) 

3-11.5-6·27. Receptacle opened only 
by order of court. - If the election is 
contested, the clerk shall preserve the 
receptacle containing the envelope or bag 
as long as the contest is undetermined. 
During those periods the clerk shall keep 
the receptacle securely locked, subject only 
to an order of the court trying a contest. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.) 

3·11.5-6-28. Destruction of ballots. 
- When permitted under IC 3·10-1-31, the 
clerk and a county election board member 
of the opposite political party shall remove 

the envelope or bag from the receptacle 
and destroy the envelope or bag. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.) 

3·11.5-6·29. Contract for destruc­
tion. - A county election board may 
contract with a state educational institu· 
tion (as defined in IC 20-12-0.5-1) to dis­
pose of the ballots. The contract must 
provide that: 

(1) The ballots will be used by the 
state educational institution to con­
duct election research; and 
(2) The state educational institution 
may not receive any ballots under this 
subsection until the period for reten­
tion under IC 3-10-1-31 has expired. 
[P.L.3·1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.) 

3·11.5·6·30. Certificate for news me· 
dia. - Immediately upon completion of 
the vote count, the absentee ballot coun­
ters shall make and sign a certificate for 
the news media showing the total number 
of absentee ballot votes received by each 
candidate and on each public question in 
the precinct. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.) 

3·11.5·6·31. Delivery of certificate. 
- The absentee ballot counters shall de­
liver the certificate to the circuit court 
clerk as soon as the certificate is com­
pleted. The circuit court clerk shall deliver 
the certificate made for the news medIa to 
any person designated to receive the certif­
icate by the editors of the newspapers 
published in the county or by the man­
agers of the radio and television stations 
operating in the county immediately upon 
the completion of the certificate, but not 
before the closing of the polls. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.J 

3-11.5-6·32. Disclosure of informa· 
tion prohibited. - (a) This section ap­
plies to a person who observes or performs 
any of the following under this chapter: 

(1) The counting of absentee ballots. 
(2) The proceedings of absentee ballot 
counters or the county election board 
regarding a protested ballot. 
(3) The preparation of a certificate by 
absentee ballot counters. . 
(4) The delivery of a certificate to the 
circuit court clerk or county election 
board. 

(b) Except as prescribed by this chapter, 
a person shall not provide any other per­
son with information concerning the num· 
ber of votes: 

(1) A candidate received for an office; 
or 
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(2) Cast to approve or reject a public 
question; 

on absentee ballots counted under this 
chapter before the closing of the polls. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-6-33. Recount. - In case of a 
recount, all ballot cards shall be recounted 
in the manner prescribed by this chapter 
unless: 

(1) The court ordering the recount or 
the state recount commission directs 
that the ballots be counted manually; 
or 
(2) A request for a manual recount is 
made under IC 3-12-6 or IC 3-12-11. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

CHAPTER 7 

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO 
COUNTING ABSENTEE BALLOTS AT 

A CENTRAL LOCATION 

(Expires December 1, 1995J 

SECTION. 

3-11.5-7-1. Applicable law. 
3-11.5-7-2. Compensation. 
3-11.5-7-3. Place where ballot cast. 
3-11.5-7-4. Expiration of article on December 1, 

1995. 

3-11.5-7-1. Applicable law. - (a) Ab­
sentee ballot counters shall conduct the 
activities conducted by precinct election 
officials under IC 3-12-4. 

(b) The returns of absentee ballot coun­
ters shall be treated the same as the 
returns of a precinct election board under 
IC 3-12-4. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, 
§ 2.] 

Compiler's Notes. Pursuant to Ie 3-11.5-7-4, this 
article expires December I, 1995. 

3·11.5-7-2. Compensation. The 
voters appointed as couriers or absentee 
ballot counters under this chapter shall be 
compensated in the following manner: 

(1) Couriers assigned to deliver ab­
sentee ballots certifications to the pre­
cincts on election day under IC 
3-11.5-4-8, are entitled to a per diem 
not to exceed fifty dollars ($50) and a 
sum for mileage equal in rate to that 
rate paid to state officers and em­
ployees. 
(2) The absentee ballot counters who 
are assigned to perform duties regard­
ing absentee ballots on election day 
are entitled to a per diem not to exceed 
fifty dollars ($50). [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-7-3. Place where ballot cast. 
- An absentee ballot is considered to be 
cast in the precinct in which the voter who 
cast the ballot resides for the purpose of 
the following chapters: 

(1) IC 3-12-6. 
(2) IC 3-12·11. 
(3) IC 3-12-12. 

[P.L.3-1993, § 176; P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

3-11.5-7-4. Expiration of article on 
December 1, 1995. - This article expires 
December 1, 1995. [P.L.3-1993, § 176; 
P.L.19-1993, § 2.] 

ARTICLE 12 

ASCERTAINING RESULTS OF 
ELECTIONS 

CHAPI'ER. 

1. RULES FOR COUNTING BALLOTS, 3-12-1-1 -

3·12-1-15. 
2. COUNTING OF VOTES BY PRECINCT ELECTION 

BOARDS, 3·12·2-1 - 3·12·2·16. 
2.5. COUNTING OF VOTING MACHINE VOTES, 

3·12·2.5·1 - 3·12·2.5·8. 
3. COUNTING OF BALLOT CARD VOTING SYSTEM 

VOTES, 3·12·3·1 - 3·12·3-13. 
3.5. COUNTING OF ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEM 

VOTES, 3-12-3.5-1 - 3-12·3.5·6. 
4. CANVASSING OF RETURNS BY COUNTY ELECTION 

BOARD, 3-12-4-1 - 3-12-4-23. 
5. CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION, 3-12-5-1 

3-12-5·17. 
6. RECOUNT PROCEDURES FOR NOMINATION OR ELEC­

TION TO LocAL OR ScHOOL BOARD OFFICE, 
3·12·6·1 - 3-12·6-33. 

7. [REPEALED.) 

8. CONTEST OF NOMINATION FOR OR ELECTION TO 
LocAL OR SCHOOL BOARD OFFICE, 3-12-8-1 -
3-12·8-22. 

9. RESOLVING TIE VOTES, 3-12-9-1 - 3-12-9-7. 

10. STATE RECOUNT COMMISSION, 3-12-10-1 -
3·12·10·18. 

11. RECOUNT PROCEDURES FOR FEDERAL, STATE, AND 
LEGISLATIVE OFFICES, 3-12-11-1 

3·12·11·25. 
12. RECOUNT PROCEDURES FOR PuBUC QUESTIONS, 

3·12·12-1 - 3·12·12·26. 

CHAPTER 1 

RULES FOR COUNTING BALLOTS 

SECTION. 
3-12-1-1. Voter's intent paramount. 
3-12-1-1.5. "Election officer" defined. 
3-12-1-1.7. General provisions governing write-in 

votes. 
3-12-1-2. Ballots without election officials' initials 

void. 
3-12-1-3. Ballots with distinguishing marks or mu­

tilations void. 
3-12-1-4. Acts extrinsic to ballot to establish iden­

tity of voter - Erasures. 
3-12-1-5. Voting marks in voting square of candi­

date. 
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SECTION. 
3-12-1-6. Voting marks in voting square on public 

question. 
3-12-1-7. Determining which votes for individual 

candidates are to be counted -
With or without voting straight 
party ticket. 

3-12-1-7.5. Counting write-in votes against votes for 
straight party ticket and individ· 
ual candidates. 

3-12-1-8. Voting mark in party device circle. 
3-12-1-9. Voting mark touching circle or box - Void 

marks. 
3-12-1-9.5. Counting voles cast on ballot cards. 
3-12-1-10. Ballots containing voter's name or initials, 

number or symbol void. 
3-12-1-11, Voting space to left. of candidate part of 

voting square. 
3-12-1-12. Counting of vote otherwise invalid upon 

evidence of mistake or inadver­
tence by election officer. 

3-12-1-13. Absentee ballots. 
3·12·1·14. Vote for withdrawn candidate not vote for 

successor. 
3·12·1·15. Vote for party ticket considered vote for 

successor nominee. 

3-12-1-L Voter's intent paramount_ 
- Subject to sections 5, 6, 8, 9, 9.5, and 13 
[IC 3-12-1-5, 3-12-1-6, 3-12-1-8, 3-12-1-9, 
3-12-1-9.5, and 3-12-1-13] of this chapter, 
the primary factor to be considered in 
determining a voter's choice on a ballot is 
the intent of the voter. If the voter's intent 
can be determined on the ballot or on part 
of the ballot, the vote shall be counted for 
the affected candidate or candidates or on 
the public question. However, if it is 
impossible to determine a voter's choice of 
candidates on a part of a ballot or vote on a 
public question, then the voter's vote con­
cerning those candidates or public ques­
tions may not be counted. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1987, § 328.] 

3-12-1-L5_ "Election officer" de­
fined_ - As used in this chapter, "election 
officer" means a person employed or ap­
pointed by the state, a political subdivi­
sion, or a political party to perform a duty 
under this title. [P.L.3-1987, § 329.] 

3-12-1-L7. General provisions gov­
erning write-in votes_ - (a) The follow­
ing provisions govern the counting of 
write-in votes: 

(1) Except as provided in subsection 
(b), only votes cast for declared write­
in candidates shall be counted and 
certified. 
(2) The name of a candidate, written 
on the space reserved for write-in 
voting, is not considered a distinguish­
ing mark that would invalidate a 
ballot under section 3 [IC 3-12-1-3] of 
this chapter. However, the name or 
office of a candidate written in a place 

on the ballot other than the place 
reserved for write-in voting may not 
be counted for that office. 
(3) A write-in vote for an office is void 
if the voter attempts to cast the vote 
by a means other than printing the 
name of the candidate in ink or lead 
pencil. The use of stickers, labels, 
rubber stamps, or other similar device 
is not permitted. 
(4) An abbreviation, a misspelling, or 
other minor variation in the form of 
the name of a candidate or an office 
shall be disregarded in determining 
the validity of the ballot if the inten­
tion of the voter can be ascertained. 
(5) Write-in votes for each write-in 
candidate shall be counted separately 
using the tally sheets provided by the 
county election board. 

(b) A write-in vote cast for an individual 
whose name appears on the ballot as a 
candidate for that office shall be counted 
as a vote for the candidate. [P.L.4-1991, 
§ 110; P.L.3-1993, § 177.] 

3-12-1-2_ Ballots without election of­
ficials' initials void_ - (a) This section 
does not apply to absentee ballots. 

(b) The whole ballot may not be 
counted, subject to section 12 [IC 
3-12-1-12] of this chapter, if the ballot is 
not endorsed with the initials of the poll 
clerks. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 330.] 

3-12-1-3. Ballots with distinguishing 
marks or mutilations void_ - The whole 
ballot is void if the ballot bears any 
distinguishing mark (other than a voting 
mark) or a mutilation made by the voter or 
an election officer with the intent to en­
able a person to determine who cast the 
marked or mutilated ballot. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 8; P.L.3-1987, § 331.] 

3-12-1-4. Acts extrinsic to ballot to 
establish identity of voter - Erasures_ 
- (a) The whole ballot is void if a voter 
does any act extrinsic to the ballot, such as 
enclosing any paper or other article in the 
folded ballot, with the intent to enable a 
person to determine that the voter cast the 
ballot. 

(b) An erasure by a voter does not make 
the whole ballot void unless made with the 
intent to enable a person to determine who 
cast the ballot, but it does not register a 
vote for the elected office, political party 
office, or public question for which it is 
made. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.6-1986, § 34; 
P.L.3-1987, § 332.] 
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3-12-1-5. Voting marks in voting 
square of candidate. - A voting mark 
made by a voter on or in a voting square at 
the left of a candidate's name shall be 
counted as a vote for the candidate. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.6-1986, § 35.] 

3-12-1-6. Voting marks in voting 
square on public question. - A voting 
mark made by a voter on or in a voting 
square following the word "Yes" or the 
word "No" before a public question shall be 
counted as indicated. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.6-1986, § 36.] 

3-12-1-7. Determining which votes 
for individual candidates are to be 
counted - With or without voting 
straight party ticket. - (a) If a voter 
votes a straight party ticket and also votes 
for one (1) or more individual candidates 
who are all of the same political party as 
the straight ticket vote, the straight ticket 
vote shall be counted and the individual 
candidate votes may not be counted. 

(b) The vote for an office on a ballot 
shall be counted in accordance with this 
subsection whenever: 

(1) A voter has voted a straight party 
ticket for the candidates of one (1) 
political party; 
(2) Only one (1) person may be elected 
to that office; and 
(3) The voter has voted for one (1) or 
more individual candidates for the 
office described in subdivision (2) who 
are in a political party other than the 
party for which the voter voted a 
straight ticket. 

If the voter has voted for one (1) individual 
candidate for the office described in subdi­
vision (2), the individual candidate vote for 
that office shall be counted, the straight 
party ticket vote for that office may not be 
counted, and the straight party ticket 
votes for other offices on the ballot shall be 
counted. If the voter has voted for more 
than one (1) individual candidate for the 
office described in subdivision (2), the 
individual candidate votes for that office 
may not be counted, the straight party 
ticket vote for that office may not be 
counted, and the straight party ticket 
votes for other offices on the ballot shall be 
counted. 

(c) If there is an office to which more 
than one (1) person can be elected, and a 
voter votes a straight party ticket and 
then votes both for individual candidates 
in the same political party as the straight 
ticket vote and in a different party for that 
office, or votes for only individuals in a 
different party for that office, the individ­
ual candidate votes shall be counted and 

the straight ticket votes for that office may 
not be counted. However, if the number of 
individual candidate votes for that office 
exceeds the number of openings for that 
office, none of the votes concerning that 
office may be counted. 

(d) If a voter votes a straight party 
ticket for more than one (0 political party, 
the whole ballot is void. 

(e) If a voter does not vote a straight 
party ticket and the number of votes cast 
by that voter for the candidates for an 
office are less than or equal to the number 
of openings for that office, the individual 
candidates votes shall be counted. 

(0 If a voter does not vote a straight 
party ticket and the number of votes cast 
by that voter for an office exceeds the 
number of openings for that office, none of 
the votes concerning that office may be 
counted. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.6-1986, 
§ 37; P.L.3-1993, § 178.] 

3-12-1-7.5. Counting write-in votes 
against votes for straight party ticket 
and individual candidates. - (a) If a 
voter votes a straight party ticket for at 
least one (1) office for which only one (1) 
person may be elected and writes in the 
name of a candidate, the straight party 
ticket vote shall be counted for all offices 
except the offices for which a write-in vote 
was cast. The write-in vote shall be 
counted if the voter's intent can be deter­
mined. 

(b) If a voter votes a straight party 
ticket for an office for which at least two 
(2) people may be elected and writes in the 
name of a candidate, the straight party 
vote for that office may not be counted 
unless: 

(1) Fewer candidates appear on the 
party's ticket than may be elected; and 
(2) The voter has not written in a 
number of names that, when added to 
the straight party candidate's name, 
would be greater than the number of 
seats available for that office. 

(c) If a voter votes for one (0 individual 
candidate for an office for which only one 
(1) person may be elected and also writes 
in the name of another candidate for the 
same office, neither vote may be counted. 

(d) If a voter votes for at least one (1) 
individual candidate for an office for which 
at least two (2) people may be elected and 
also writes in the name of at least one (0 
candidate, the vote for that office may not 
be counted unless the number of individ­
ual votes cast for the office, when added to 
the number of write-in votes cast for that 
office, is less than or equal to the number 
of seats available for that office. 
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(e) If a voter votes an individual or a 
straight party vote for a candidate for an 
office and also writes in the name of the 
same candidate for the same office, only 
one (1) vote for that candidate may be 
counted. lP.L.4-1991, § 111.] 

3-12-1-8. Voting mark in party de­
vice circle. - A voting mark made by a 
voter on or in a circle containing a political 
party device shall be counted as a vote for 
each candidate of that political party on 
that ballot. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.6-1986, 
§ 38; P.L.3-1987, § 333.] 

3-12-1-9. Voting mark touching cir­
cle or box - Void marks. - (a) A voting 
mark that touches a circle or a square 
shall be counted as if it were on or in the 
circle or square. 

(b) A voting mark that: 
(1) Does not touch a circle or square; 
and 
(2) Is not on or in the circle or square; 

may not be counted. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.6-1986, § 39; P.L.3-1987, § 334.] 

3-12-1-9.5. Counting votes cast on 
ballot cards. - (a) This section applies to 
counting votes cast on ballot cards. 

(b) As used in this section, "chad" 
means the part of a ballot card that 
indicates a vote on the card when entirely 
punched out by the voter. 

(c) A chad that has been pierced, but not 
entirely punched out of the card, shall be 
counted as a vote for the indicated candi­
date or for the indicated response to a 
public question. 

(d) A chad that has been indented, but 
not in any way separated from the remain­
der of the card, may not be counted as a 
vote for a candidate or on a public ques­
tion. 

(e) Whenever: 
(1) A ballot card contains a numbered 
box indicating which chad should be 
punched out by the voter to cast a vote 
for a candidate or on a public question; 
(2) The indicated chad has not been 
punched out; and 
(3) A hole has been made in the card 
that touches any part of the numbered 
box' 

the hol~ shall be counted as a vote for the 
candidate or on the public question as if 
the indicated chad had been punched out. 
However, if a hole has been made in the 
ballot that does not touch a numbered box 
or punch out a chad, the hole may not be 
counted as a vote for a candidate or on a 
public question. 

(0 Whenever: 

(1) A chad has been punched out of a 
ballot card; 
(2) A numbered box indicates that 
another chad may be punched out to 
cast a vote for: 

(A) A different candidate for the 
same office as the candidate for 
whom a vote was cast under subdi­
vision (1); or 
(B) A different response to the same 
public question on which a vote was 
cast under subdivision (1); and 

(3) A hole has been punched in the 
card that touches the numbered box 
described in subdivision (2); 

neither the chad described in subdivision 
(1) nor the hole described in subdivision (3) 
may be counted as a vote for a candidate or 
on a public question. 

(g) This subsection applies to a ballot 
card that: 

(1) Has been cast in a precinct whose 
votes are begin recounted by a local 
recount commission or the state re­
count commission; 
(2) Is damaged or defective so that it 
cannot properly be counted by auto­
mated tabulating machines; and 
(3) Cannot be counted for the office 
subject to the recount due to the 
damage or defect. 

The ballot card shall be remade only if the 
conditions in subdivisions (1) through (3) 
exist. [P.L.3-1987, § 335.] 

3-12-1-10. Ballots containing voter's 
name or initials, number or symbol 
void. - A ballot on which a voter writes: 

(1) The voter's name; 
(2) The voter's initials; 
(3) A number; or 
(4) A symbol (such as a star, circle, 
parallel lines, dots, or any combina­
tion of such symbols), if written with 
the intent to enable a person to deter­
mine who cast the ballot; 

is void. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 336.1 

3-12-1-11. Voting space to left of 
candidate part of voting square. - In 
applying this chapter to a primary elec­
tion, the voting square includes the voting 
space at the left of the name of a candidate 
on the primary ballot. [P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-1-12. Countin~ of vote other­
wise invalid upon eVIdence of mistake 
or inadvertence by election officer. -
(a) This section applies to votes cast by any 
method. 

(b) Except as provided in section 13 [IC 
3-12-1-13] of this chapter, a ballot that has 
been marked and cast by a voter in compli-
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ance with this title but may otherwise not 
be counted solely as the result of the act or 
failure to act of an election officer may 
nevertheless be counted in a proceeding 
under IC 3-12-6, IC 3-12-8, or IC 3-12-11 
unless evidence of fraud, tampering, or 
misconduct affecting the integrity of the 
ballot is presented by a party to the 
proceeding. 

(c) The act or failure to act by an 
election officer is not by itself evidence of 
fraud, tampering, or misconduct affecting 
the integrity of the ballot. [P.L.7-1986, 
§ 3; P.L.3-1987, § 337; P.L.8-1992, § 29.] 

3-12-1-13. Absentee ballots. - (a) 
This section applies only to absentee bal­
lots. 

(b) The whole ballot may not be counted 
unless the ballot is endorsed with the 
initials of: 

(1) The two (2) members of the absen­
tee voter board in the office of the 
circuit court clerk under IC 3-11-4-19 
or IC 3-11-10-26; or 
(2) The two (2) appointed members of 
the county election board (or their 
designated representatives) under IC 
3-11-4-19. [P.L.3-1987, § 338.] 

3-12-1-14. Vote for withdrawn can­
didate not vote for successor. - (a) 
This section does not apply to a vote: 

(1) Cast for president or vice presi­
dent of the United States under IC 
3-10-4-6; or 
(2) Described by section 15 [IC 

3-12-1-15] of this chapter. 
(b) A vote cast for a candidate who 

ceases to be a candidate may not be 
counted as a vote for a successor candidate 
selected under IC 3-13-1 or IC 3-13-2. 
[P.L.5-1989, § 63.] 

3-12-1-15. Vote for party ticket con­
sidered vote for successor nominee. -
(a) This section applies to a vote cast for 
one (1) straight party ticket that includes 
a candidate for election to office who: 

(1) Ceases to be a candidate; and 
(2) Is succeeded by a candidate se­

lected under IC 3-13-1 or IC 3-13-2. 
(b) A vote cast in the election for the 

original nominee is considered a vote cast 
for the successor. [P.L.5-1989, § 64.] 

CHAPTER 2 
COUNTING OF VOTES BY PRECINCT 

ELECTION BOARDS 

SECTION. 

3-12-2-1. Order of ballot counting. 
3-12-2-2. Inspector and judge to view ballots. 
3-12-2-3. Ballot protests. 

SECTION. 

3-12-2-4. Disposition of contested ballots. 
3-12-2-5. Multiple precincts in one voting room -

Beginning of vote counts. 
3-12-2-6. Certification and memorandum of count. 
3-12-2-7. Delivery of certificates and tally papers to 

county election board. 
3-12-2-7.5. Write-in absentee ballots for federal of­

fice. 
3-12-2-S. Sealing of ballots following count. 
3-12-2-9. Delivery of sealed ballots to circuit court 

clerk. 
3-12-2-10. Inspector's oath as to sealing of ballots. 
3-12-2-11. Storage of sealed ballots. 
3-12-2-12. Stored and sealed ballots - Retention 

period - Contested election 
Destruction. 

3-12-2·13, 3-12-2-14. [Repealed.) 
3-12-2-15. Certification of vote to media. 
3-12-2-16. Canvassing office hours. 

3-12-2-1. Order of ballot counting. 
- (a) This chapter applies to each precinct 
where voting is by paper ballot. 

(b) After the polls have closed, each 
precinct election board shall count the 
paper ballot votes for each candidate for 
each office and on each public question. 
The board shall begin by counting the 
state paper ballots and shall complete the 
count of the state paper ballots before 
counting the local paper ballots. The bal­
lots shall be counted by laying each ballot 
upon a table in the order in which it is 
taken from the ballot box. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 8; P.L.3-1987, § 339; P.L.IO-1988, 
§ 123.1 

3-12-2-2. Inspector and judge to 
view ballots. - During the counting of 
the votes, the inspector and the judge of 
the opposite political party from the in­
spector shall view the ballots as the names 
of the candidates voted for are read from 
the ballots. [P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-2-3. Ballot protests. - During 
the counting of the votes, any member of 
the precinct election board may protest the 
counting of any ballot or any part of a 
ballot. [P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-2-4. Disposition of contested 
ballots. - If a ballot or any part of a 
ballot is protested, the poll clerks immedi­
ately shall write on the back of each 
protested ballot the word "counted" or the 
words "not counted," as appropriate. The 
clerks then shall officially sign each pro­
tested ballot. [P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-2-5. Multiple precincts in one 
voting room - Beginning of vote 
counts. - If the polls for more than one 
(1) precinct are located in the same room, 
the inspector of a precinct using the room 
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may not begin the vote count procedure 
until all the polls in the room are officially 
closed and no more persons are waiting in 
line to vote. lP.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 340.] 

3-12-2-6. Certification and memo­
randum of count. - (a) When all votes 
have been counted, the precinct election 
board shall prepare a certificate stating 
the number of votes that each candidate 
received for each office and the number of 
votes cast on each public question. The 
number of votes that each candidate and 
public question received shall be written 
in words and numbers. The board shall 
also prepare a memorandum of the total 
vote cast for each candidate and ensure 
that each member of the board receives a 
copy of the memorandum. 

(b) If: 
(1) An absentee ballot has been cast 
in the precinct; and 
(2) The precinct used voting ma­
chines; 

the certificates and memoranda prepared 
under this section must comply with IC 
3-11-1O-16(c). [P.L.6-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 341.] 

3-12-2-7. Delivery of certificates and 
tally papers to county election board. 
- The inspector and the judge of the 
opposite political party shall deliver the 
certificates prepared under section 6 [IC 
3-12-2-6] of this chapter, the list of voters, 
and the tally papers to the county election 
board immediately upon the tabulation of 
the vote. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 342; P.L.3-1993, § 179.] 

3-12-2-7.5. Write-in absentee ballots 
for federal office. - (a) This section 
applies to the counting of write-in absen­
tee ballots for: 

(1) A federal office received under 42 
U.S.C. 1973ff; and 
(2) A federal office, state office, or 
public question under IC 3-11-4-12(d). 

(b) If a voter writes an abbreviation, 
misspelling, or other minor variation in­
stead of the correct name of a candidate or 
political party, that vote shall be counted 
if the intent of the voter can be deter­
mined. 

(c) If a voter casts a ballot under this 
section for President or Vice President of 
the United States and writes in the name 
of a candidate or political party that has 
not: 

(1) Certified a list of electors under IC 
3-10-4-5; or 

(2) Included a list of electors on the 
declaration for candidacy filed by a 
write-in candidate under IC 3-8-2-2.5; 

the vote for President or Vice President is 
void. The remaining votes on the ballot 
may be counted. 

(d) IC 3-12-1-7 applies to a ballot subject 
to this section. 

(e) A ballot subject to this section may 
not be counted if: 

(1) The ballot was submitted from 
within the United States; 
(2) The voter's application for a regu­
lar absentee ballot was received by the 
circuit court clerk or board of registra­
tion less than thirty (30) days before 
the election; 
(3) The voter's completed regular 
state absentee ballot was received by 
the circuit court clerk or board of 
registration by the deadline for receiv­
ing absentee ballots under IC 
3-11-10-11; or 
(4) The ballot subject to this section 
was not received by the circuit court 
clerk or board of registration by the 
deadline for receiving absentee ballots 
under IC 3-11-10-11. lP.L.3-1987, 
§ 343; P.L.1O-1992, § 23; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 180.] 

3-12-2-8. Sealing of ballots follow­
ing count. - As soon as the ballots have 
been counted, the inspector shall, in the 
presence of the judges and poll clerks: 

(1) Place in a strong and stout paper 
envelope or bag: 

(A) All ballots, voted and not voted, 
together with all protested, dis­
puted, and uncounted ballots; 
(B) The seals of the ballot packages; 
and 
(C) One (1) copy of each of the 
certificates, list of voters, and tally 
papers; 

(2) Securely seal the envelope or bag; 
(3) Have both clerks initial the enve­
lope or bag; and 
(4) Plainly mark on the outside of the 
envelope or bag, in ink, the precinct 
where the ballots were cast. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-2-9. Delivery of sealed ballots 
to circuit court clerk. - The inspector 
and the judge of the opposite political 
party shall deliver the envelope or bag 
prepared under section 8 [IC 3-12-2-8] of 
this chapter to the circuit court clerk 
immediately upon tabulation of the votes. 
The inspector shall hotify the clerk of the 
number of ballots placed in the envelope or 
bag and the condition of the seals of the 
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ballot packages. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1987, § 344.] 

3-12-2-lO. Inspector's oath as to 
sealing of ballots. - Upon delivery of the 
envelope or bag to the circuit court clerk 
under section 9 [IC 3-12-2-9] of this chap­
ter, the inspector shall take and subscribe 
an oath before the clerk stating that the 
inspector: 

(1) Closed and sealed the envelope or 
bag in the presence of the judges and 
poll clerks; 
(2) Securely kept the ballots and pa­
pers in the envelope or bag; 
(3) Did not permit any person to open 
the envelope or bag or to otherwise 
touch or tamper with the ballots; and 
(4) Has no knowledge of any other 
person opening the envelope or bag. 

The oath shall be filed in the circuit court 
clerk's office with other election papers. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-2-11. Storage of sealed ballots. 
- Upon receipt of the envelope or bag 
under section 9 [IC 3-12-2-9] of this chap­
ter, the envelope or bag shall be placed in 
a receptacle having two (2) different locks 
provided by the county executive. The 
recel'tacle shall be locked, and one (1) key 
shal be given to the circuit court clerk and 
the other key shall be given to the county 
election board member of the other politi­
cal party. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 181.] 

3-12-2-12. Stored and sealed ballots 
- Retention period - Contested elec­
tion - Destruction. - (a) The circuit 
court clerk shall preserve the receptacle 
containing the envelope or bag in the 
clerk's office for the period required under 
IC 3-lO-1-31. However, if the election is 
contested, then the clerk shall preserve the 
receptacle containing the envelope or bag 
as long as the contest is undetermined. 
During those periods the clerk shall keep 
the receptacle securely locked, subject only 
to an order of the court trying a contest. 

(b) When permitted under IC 3-lO-1-31, 
the clerk and county election board mem­
ber of the opposite political party shall 
remove the envelope or bag from the 
receptacle and destroy the envelope or bag. 

(c) A county election board may contract 
with a state educational institution (as 
defined in IC 20-12-0.5-1) to dispose of 
ballots. The contract must provide that: 

(1) The ballots will be used by the 
state educational institution to con­
duct election research; and 
(2) The state educational institution 
may not receive any ballots under this 

subsection until the period for reten­
tion under IC 3-lO-1-31 has expired. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.7-1986, § 4; 
P.L.3-1987, § 345; P.L.3-1993, § 182.] 

3-12-2-13, 3-12-2-14. [Repealed.] 

3-12-2-15. Certification of vote to 
media. - Immediately upon completion of 
the vote count, each precinct election 
board shall make and sign a certificate for 
the news media showing the total number 
of votes received by each candidate and on 
each public question in the precinct. The 
inspector and judge of the opposite politi­
cal party shall deliver the certificate to the 
circuit court clerk at the same time that 
the certificates, lists of voters, and tally 
papers are delivered under section 7 [IC 
3-12-2-7] of this chapter. The circuit court 
clerk immediately shall deliver the certifi­
cate made for the news media to any 
person designated to receive the certificate 
by the editors of the newspapers published 
in the county or by the managers of the 
radio and television stations operating in 
the county. The county election board shall 
furnish each precinct election board with 
the forms on which the certificates are to 
be prerared. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 346. 

3-12-2-16. Canvassing office hours. 
- To minimize the delay in the counting 
of the vote, canvassing must begin imme­
diately upon the closing of the polls and 
continue without interruption until all 
votes are canvassed and all certificates of 
the vote required by section 6 [IC 3-12-2-6] 
of this chapter are completed and delivered 
to the persons entitled to receive the 
certificates. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 347; P.L.3-1989, § 11.] 

CHAPTER 2.5 

COUNTING OF VOTING MACHINE VOTES 

SECTION. 

3·12·2.5·1. Applicability. 
3·12·2.5·1.5. Commencement of count - More than 

one precinct in same room. 
3-12-2.5-2. Announcement of vote totals. 
3-12-2.5-3. Recording of vote totals. 
3-12-2.5-4. Certificates. 
3-12-2.5-5. Delivery of certificates - Failure of sys­

tem or handling paper ballots. 
3-12-2.5-6. Sealing voting machine. 
3-12-2.5-7. Certificate for news media - Distribu­

tion. 
3-12-2.S-B. Canvassing to begin immediately and 

continue until completed. 

3-12-2.5-1. Applicability. This 
chapter applies to each precinct where 
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voting is by voting machine. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 348.] 

3-12-2_5-1.5. Commencement of 
count - More than one precinct in 
same room. - If the polls for more than 
one (1) precinct are located in the same 
room, the inspector of a precinct using the 
room may not begin the vote counting 
procedure until all the polls in the room 
are officially closed and no more persons 
are waiting in line to vote. [P.L.I0-1988, 
§ 124.] 

3-12-2.5-2. Announcement of vote 
totals. - After each voting machine has 
been locked and each counting compart­
ment opened, the inspector shall announce 
in a distinct tone of voice the result of the 
vote as shown by the counter numbers for: 

(1) Each candidate in the order as 
their offices are arranged on each 
machine; and 
(2) Each public question. 

[P.L.3-1987, § 348.] 

3-12-2.5-3. Recording of vote totals. 
- Each of the poll clerks shall take down 
the result of the vote announced by the 
inspector under section 2 [IC 3-12-2.5-2] of 
this chapter and record it on books or 
papers prepared for that purpose. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 348.] 

3-12-2.5-4. Certificates. - When all 
votes have been counted, the precinct 
election board shall prepare certificates on 
forms supplied for this purpose stating the 
number of votes that each candidate re­
ceived for each office and on each public 
question. The number of votes that each 
candidate and public question received 
shall be written in words and numbers. 
The board shall also prepare a memoran­
dum of the total vote cast for each candi­
date and ensure that each member of the 
board receives a copy of the memorandum. 
IP.L.3-1987, § 348.] 

3-12-2.5-5. Delivery of certificates -
Failure of system or handling paper 
ballots. - The inspector and judge of the 
opposite political party shall deliver the 
certificates prepared under section 4 [IC 
3-12-2.5-4] of this chapter, the list of 
voters, and the tally papers to the county 
election board by midnight on election day. 
However, if: 

(1) A voting machine failed; 
(2) The failure of the machine was 
reported as required by this title; 
(3) Paper ballots were used in place of 
the machine or system: and 

(4) The use of the paper ballots caused 
a substantial delay in the vote count­
ing process; 

then the certificates, the list of voters, and 
the tally papers shall be delivered as soon 
as possible. [P.L.3-1987, § 348; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 183.] 

3-12-2.5-6. Sealing voting machine. 
- After the voting machine vote totals 
have been taken and certified by a precinct 
election board under section 4 [IC 
3-12-2.5-4] of this chapter, the inspector 
shall seal each voting machine in the 
presence of the board. A voting machine 
may not be moved from the yolls after 
sealing until it is collected. rp.L.3-1987, 
§ 348.] 

3-12-2.5-7. Certificate for news me­
dia - Distribution. - Immediately upon 
completion of the vote count, each precinct 
election board shall make and sigo a 
certificate for the news media showing the 
total number of votes received by each 
candidate and upon each public question 
in the precinct. The inspector and judge of 
the opposite political party shall deliver 
the certificate to the circuit court clerk at 
the same time that the certificates, the list 
of voters, and the tally papers are deliv­
ered under section 5 [IC 3-12-2.5-5] of this 
chapter. The circuit court clerk immedi­
ately shall deliver the certificate made for 
the news media to any person desigoated 
to receive the certificate by the editors of 
the newspapers published in the county or 
by the managers of the radio and televi­
sion stations operating in the county. The 
county election board shall furnish each 
precinct election board with the forms on 
which the certificates are to be prepared. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 348.] 

3-12-2.5-8. Canvassing to begin im­
mediately and continue until com­
pleted. - To minimize the delay in the 
counting of the vote, canvassing must 
begin immediately upon the closing of the 
polls and continue without interruption 
until all the votes are canvassed and all 
certificates of the vote required by section 
7 [IC 3-12-2.5-7] of this chapter are com­
pleted and delivered to the persons enti­
tled to receive the certificates. [P.L.3-1987, 
§ 348.] 

CHAPTER 3 
COUNTING OF BALLOT CARD VOTING 

SYSTEM VOTES 

SECTION. 
3-12-3-1. Count of ballot cards cast. - Reconciliation 

of count. with number of voters -
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SECTION. 
Restriction on removal of ballot 
cards from secrecy envelopes. 

3-12-3-1.2. Commencement of count - More than 
one precinct in same room. 

3-12-3-1.5. Protest of ballot count - Notation by 
clerk or county election board 
member. 

3-12-3-2. Sealing of ballot cards - Delivery to 
central counting location. 

3-12-3-3. Central counting location - Supervising 
officials - Public attendance. 

3-12-3-4. Opening of ballot card container - Ar­
rangement of ballot cards. 

3-12-3-5. Damaged or defective ballot cards. 
3-12-3-6. Duplicate ballot cards - Labeling -

Serial numbers. 
3-12-3-7. Counting of duplicate ballot cards. 
3-12-3-8. Manual counting - When required and 

allowed. 
3-12-3-9. Manual counting - Tabulation. 
3-12-3-10. Sealing of machine and containers -

Delivery of vote totals - Ar­
rangement, storage and disposi­
tion of ballot cards following 
count. 

3-12-3-11. Official precinct return - Contents -
Public inspection - Media infor­
mation. 

3·12·3-12. Absentee ballots. 
3-12-3-12.5. Count to begin immediately and con­

tinue until completed. 
3-12-3-13. Recounts. 

3-12-3-1. Count of ballot cards cast 
- Reconciliation of count with num­
ber of voters - Restriction on removal 
of ballot cards from secrecy envelopes. 
- (a) Subject to IC 3-12-2-5, after the 
marking devices have been secured 
against further voting under IC 
3-11-13-36, the inspector shall open the 
ballot box and count the number of ballot 
cards or envelopes containing ballot cards 
that have been cast to determine whether 
the number of cards cast exceeds the 
number of voters shown on the poll lists. If 
the number of ballot cards cast exceeds the 
total number of voters, this fact shall be 
reported in writing to the appropriate 
election officer together with the reasons 
for the discrepancy, if known. The total 
number of voters shall be entered on the 
tally sheets. 

(b) A ballot card may not be removed 
from a secrecy envelope containing a 
write-in vote under this section. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.4-1991, § 112.] 

3-12-3-1.2. Commencement of count 
- More than one precinct in same 
room. - This section applies to a precinct 
where votes have been cast on a ballot card 
system that is designed to allow the count­
ing and tabulation of votes by the precinct 
election board. If the polls for more than 
one (1) precinct are located in the same 

room, the inspector of a precinct using the 
room may not begin the vote counting 
procedure until all the polls in the room 
are officially closed and no more persons 
are waiting in line to vote. [P.L.1O-1988, 
§ 125; P.L.1-1993, § 8.] 

3-12-3-1.5. Protest of ballot count -
Notation by clerk or county election 
board member. - (a) During the tabula­
tion of the votes, any member of the 
precinct election board in a precinct where 
votes have been cast on a ballot card 
system that is designed to allow the count­
ing and tabulation of votes by the precinct 
election board may protest the counting of 
any ballot or any part of a ballot cast in 
that precinct. 

(b) During the tabulation of votes at a 
central counting location under section 3 
[IC 3-12-3-3] of this chapter: 

(1) A member of the precinct election 
board in a precinct where votes were 
cast on a ballot card system; or 
(2) A member of the county election 
board, if a member of the precinct 
election board is not present during 
the tabulation of the votes of the 
precinct; 

may protest the counting of any ballot or 
part of a ballot cast in that precinct. 

(c) If a ballot or any part of a ballot is 
protested, the poll clerks in the precinct 
where votes have been cast or the member 
of the county election board, if the poll 
clerks are not present during the tabula­
tion of votes at a central counting location, 
immediately shall write on the back of the 
protested ballot card the word "counted" or 
"not counted" as appropriate. The clerks or 
county election board member then shall 
officially sign each protested ballot card. 
[P.L.10-1988, § 126; P.L.5-1989, § 65; 
P.L.1-1993, § 9; P.L.3-1993, § 184.] 

3-12-3-2. Sealing of ballot cards 
Delivery to central counting location. 
- (a) After the ballot cards have been 
counted under section 1 [IC 3-12-3-1] of 
this chapter, the precinct election board 
shall comply with this section. 

(b) This subsection applies if the votes 
have been cast on a ballot card voting 
system that is not designed to allow the 
counting and tabulation of votes by the 
precinct election board. The inspector shall 
place all cards that have been cast in the 
container provided for that purpose and 
the container shall be sealed by the inspec­
tor in the presence of the precinct election 
board. The inspector and the judge of the 
opposite political party shall immediately 
deliver the container, together with the 
unused, uncounted, and defective cards 
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and returns, to the central counting loca­
tion or other designated place. 

(c) This subsection applies if the votes 
have been cast on a ballot card voting 
system that is designed to allow the count­
ing and tabulation of votes by the precinct 
election board. The precinct election board 
shall: 

(1) Process the ballot cards with the 
automatic tabulating machine pro­
vided to the precinct, if the vote is not 
automatically registered by the ballot 
card voting system; 
(2) Take the vote as tabulated under 
subdivision (1) or as automatically 
registered by the ballot card voting 
system; and 
(3) Certify the totals and the ballot 
count as required under section 1 of 
this chapter on forms supplied to the 
precinct for that purpose. 

Copies of the totals shall be delivered to 
each member of the precinct election 
board. One (1) copy of the vote totals shall 
be prepared and signed for the news media 
on the form furnished by the county elec­
tion board. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.6-1986, 
§ 40; P.L.3-1987, § 349; P.L.1-1993, § 10.] 

3-12-3-3. Central counting location 
- Supervising officials - Public atten­
dance. - All proceedings at a central 
countin~ location shall be directed by the 
appropnate election officers under the 
observation of at least two (2) precinct 
judges or other appropriate election offi­
cers who are not of the same political 
party. The proceedings must be open to the 
public, but no persons except those em­
ployed and authorized for that purpose 
may touch a ballot card, ballot container, 
or return. LP.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-3-4. Opening of ballot card 
container - Arrangement of ballot 
cards. - At a central counting location 
each container of ballot cards shall be 
opened and its contents removed. The 
ballot cards shall be: 

(1) Checked to determine if the cards 
are properly grouped; and 
(2) Arranged so that all similar cards 
from a precinct are together. 
LP.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-3-5. Damaged or defective bal, 
lot cards. - If a ballot card is damaged or 
defective so that it cannot properly be 
counted by the automatic tabulating ma­
chines, then a remake team composed of 
one (1) person from each of the major 
political parties of the county shall have 
the card prepared for processing so as to 
record accurately the intention of the voter 

insofar as it cn be ascertained. If the ballot 
card voting system is designed to allow the 
counting and tabulation of votes by the 
precinct election board, the members ofthe 
remake team be members of the precinct 
election board in which the ballot was cast. 
If necessary, a true, duplicate copy shall be 
made of the damaged ballot card in the 
presence of witnesses and substituted for 
the damaged card. Similarly, a duplicate 
ballot card shall be made of a defective 
card, not including the uncounted votes. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.6-1986, § 41; 
P.L.3-1987, § 350; P.L.1-1993, § 11.] 

3-12-3-6. Duplicate ballot cards -
Labeling - Serial numbers. - All du­
plicate ballot cards must: 

(1) Be clearly labeled "duplicate"; and 
(2) Bear a serial number, which shall 
be recorded on the damaged or defec­
tive card. [P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-3-7. Counting of duplicate bal· 
lot cards. - Each duplicate ballot card 
shall be counted instead of the damaged or 
defective card. [P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-3-8. Manual counting - When 
required and allowed. - If either test of 
automatic tabulating machines required 
by IC 3-11-13-22 and IC 3-11-13-26 is not 
conducted for a particular office or public 
question, the votes for that office or ques­
tion shall be counted manually. If for any 
reason it becomes impracticable to count 
all or some of the ballot cards with auto­
matic tabulating machines: 

(1) The precinct election board in 
which the machine is located, if the 
ballot card voting system is designed 
to allow the counting and tabulation 
of votes by the precinct election board; 
or 
(2) The county election board, if the 
ballot card voting system is not de­
signed to allow the counting and tabu­
lation of votes by the precinct election 
board; 

may direct that they be counted manually. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.6-1986, § 42; 
P.L.3-1987, § 351; P.L.1-1993, § 12.] 

3-12-3-9. Manual counting - Tabu­
lation. - If ballot cards are counted 
manually, the tabulation of votes must 
comply with the standa~ds rrescribed by 
IC 3-11-7. [P.L.5-1986, § 8. 

3-12-3-10. Sealing of machines and 
containers - Delivery of vote totals -
Arrangement, storage and disposition 
of ballot cards following count. - (a) 
After the voting totals have been taken 
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and certified by a precinct election board 
under section 2(c) [IC 3·12·3·2(c)] of this 
chapter, the inspector shall; 

(1) Seal each automatic tabulating 
machine used in the precinct; 
(2) Place all ballot cards that have 
been counted in the container pro· 
vided for that purpose; and 
(3) Seal the container into which the 
ballot cards have been placed; 

in the presence of the precinct election 
board. The automatic tabulating machine 
may not be moved from the polls after the 
polls are closed until collected. 

(b) The inspector and judge of the oppo· 
site political party shall deliver; 

(1) The certification of the vote totals 
and one (1) copy of the certificate 
prepared under section 2(c) of this 
chapter for the circuit court clerk; 
(2) The certificate of the vote totals 
prepared under section 2(c) of this 
chapter for the news media; 
(3) The container in which ballot 
cards have been placed under subsec· 
tion (a); and 
(4) The unused, uncounted, and defec· 
tive ballot cards and returns; 

to the circuit court clerk. 
(c) The inspector and judge of the oppo· 

site political party shall deliver the certifi· 
cates and the list of voters to the county 
election board by midnight on election day. 
However, if: 

(1) A ballot card voting system failed; 
(2) The failure of the system was 
reported as required by this title; 
(3) Paper ballots were used in place of 
the dystem; and 
(4) The use of the paper ballots caused 
a substantial delay in the vote count· 
ing process; 

then the certificates, the list of voters, and 
the tally papers shall be delivered as soon 
as possible. 

(d) Upon delivery of the container to the 
circuit court clerk under subsection (c), the 
inspector shall take and subscribe an oath 
before the clerk stating that the inspector; 

(1) Closed and sealed the container in 
the presence of the judges and poll 
clerks; 
(2) Securely kept the ballot cards in 
the container; 
(3) Did not permit any person to open 
the container or to otherwise touch or 
tamper with the ballot cards; and 
(4) Has no knowledge of any other 
person opening the container. 

(e) Each oath taken under subsection (d) 
shall be filed in the circuit court clerk's 
office with other election papers. 

(0 Upon completion of the counting of 
the votes by a precinct election board 
under section 2(c) of this chapter or at a 

central location, all ballot cards shall be 
arranged by r.recincts and kept by the 
circuit court c erk for the period required 
by IC 3·10·1·31. The clerk shall determine 
the final disposition of all voted ballot 
cards. [P.L.5·1986, § 8; P.L.6·1986, § 43; 
P.L.3·1987, § 352; P.L.3·1993, § 185.] 

3·12·3·11. Official precinct return­
Contents - Public inspection - Media 
information. - (a) The return printed by 
the automatic tabulating machines, along 
with the return of votes by absentee 
voters, constitutes the official return of 
each precinct. Upon completion of the 
count, the return is open to the public. 

(b) This subsection applies if the votes 
have been cast on a ballot card voting 
system that is not designed to allow the 
counting and tabulation of votes by the 
precinct election board. The circuit court 
clerk shall, upon request, furnish to the 
media in the area the results of the 
tabulation. 

(c) This subsection applies if the votes 
have been cast on a ballot card voting 
system that is designed to allow the count· 
ing and tabulation of votes by the precinct 
election board. Upon receiving the certifi· 
cate for the media prepared under section 
2(c) [IC 3·12·3·2(c)] of this chapter, the 
circuit court clerk shall deliver the certifi· 
cate to any person designated to receive 
the certificate by the editors of the news· 
papers published in the county or by the 
managers of the radio and television sta· 
tions operating in the county. [P.L.5·1986, 
§ 8; P.L.6·1986, § 44; P.L.3·1987, § 353; 
P.L.1·1993, § 13.) 

3·12·3·12. Absentee ballots. - Votes 
by absentee voters may be cast on paper 
ballots or ballot cards, or both methods 
may be used. The ballots may be counted 
by an automatic tabulating machine or by 
special canvassing boards appointed by 
and under the direction of the county 
election board. A true copy of each paper 
absentee ballot may be made on a ballot 
card, which, after being verified in the 
presence of witnesses, shall be counted in 
the same manner as other ballot cards. 
[P.L.5·1986, § 8; P.L.6·1986, § 45.] 

3·12·3·12.5. Count to begin immedi· 
ately and continue until completed. -
To minimize the delay in the counting of 
the vote, the count must begin immedi· 
ately upon delivery of the cards to the 
central counting location under section 
2(b) [IC 3·12·3·2(b)) of this chapter or upon 
the closing of the polls under section 2(c) 
[IC 3·12·3·2(c») of this chapter. The tabula· 
tion must continue without interruption 
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until all votes are canvassed and all certif­
icates of the vote totals required under 
section 10(b) [IC 3-12-3-10(b)] of this chap­
ter or totals required under section ll(b) 
[IC 3-12-3-1l(b)J of this chapter are com­
pleted and delivered to the persons enti­
tled to receive the certificates or totals. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 354.] 

3-12-3-13. Recounts. - In case of a 
recount, all ballot cards shall be recounted 
in the manner prescribed by this chapter 
unless: 

(1) The court ordering the recount or 
the state recount commission directs 
that they be counted manually; or 
(2) A request for a manual recount is 
made under IC 3-12·6 or IC 3-12-11. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, § 355.] 

CHAPTER 3.5 
COUNTING OF ELECTRONIC VOTING 

SYSTEM VOTES 

SECTION. 
3·12·3.5·1. Applicability. 
3-12-3.5-1.5. Commencement of count - More than 

one precinct in same room. 
3-12-3.5-2. Announcement of vote totals. 
3-12-3.5-3. Certificates. 
3-12-3.5-4. Delivery of certificates - Failure of sys­

tem or handling paper ballots. 
3-12-3.5-5. Certificates for news media - Distribu­

tion. 
3-12-3.5-B. Canvassing to begin immediately and 

continue without interruption. 

3-12-3.5-1. Applicability. This 
chapter applies to each precinct where 
voting is by electronic voting system. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 356.] 

3-12-3.5-1.5. Commencement of 
count - More than one precinct in 
same room. - If the polls for more than 
one (1) precinct are located in the same 
room, the inspector of a precinct using the 
room may not begin the vote counting 
procedure until all the polls in the room 
are officially closed and no more persons 
are waiting in line to vote. [P.L.10-1988, 
§ 127.] 

3-12-3.5·2. Announcement of vote 
totals. - After each electronic voting 
system has been secured and the paper 
vote total printouts obtained, the inspector 
shall announce in a distinct tone of voice 
the result of the vote as shown by the 
printouts for: 

(1) Each candidate in the order as 
their offices are arranged on each 
system; and 
(2) Each public question. 

[P.L.3-1987, § 356.] 

3-12-3.5-3. Certificates. - When pa­
per vote total printouts have been ob­
tained, the precinct election board shall 
prepare certificates stating the number of 
votes that each candidate received for each 
office and the votes on each public ques­
tion by attaching the paper vote total 
printouts to certificate forms supplied by 
the county election board. Each member of 
the board shall be given a copy of the 
certificate. [P.L.3-1987, § 356.] 

3-12-3.5-4. Delivery of certificates­
Failure of system or handling paper 
ballots. - The inspector and judge of the 
opposite political party shall deliver the 
certificates prepared under section 3 [IC 
3-12-3.5·3] of this chapter and the list of 
voters to the county election board by 
midnight on election day. However, if: 

(1) An electronic voting system failed; 
(2) The failure of the system was 
reported as required by this title; 
(3) Paper ballots were used in place of 
the system; and 
(4) The use of the paper ballots caused 
a substantial delay in the vote count­
ing process; 

then the certificates, the list of voters, and 
the tally papers shall be delivered as soon 
as possible. [P.L.3-1987, § 356; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 186.] 

3-12-3.5·5. Certificate for news me­
dia - Distribution. - Immediately upon 
completion of the vote count, each precinct 
election board shall make and sign a 
certificate for the news media showing the 
total number of votes received by each 
candidate in the precinct. The inspector 
and judge of the opposite political party 
shall deliver the certificate of the circuit 
court clerk at the same time that the 
certificates, the list of voters, and the tally 
papers are delivered under section 4 [IC 
3-12-3.5-4] of this chapter. The circuit 
court clerk immediately shall deliver the 
certificate made for the news media to any 
person designated to receive the certificate 
by the editors of the newspapers published 
in the county or by the managers of the 
radio and television stations operating in 
the county. The county election board shall 
furnish each precinct election board with 
the forms on which the certificates are to 
be prepared. [P.L.3-1987, * 356.] 

3·12-3.5-6. Canvassing to begin im­
mediately and continue without inter­
ruption. - To minimize the delay in the 
counting of the vote, canvassing must 
begin immediately upon the closing of the 
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polls and continue without interruption 
until all the votes are canvassed and all 
certificates of the vote required under 
section 3 [IC 3-12-3.5-3] of this chapter are 
completed and delivered to the persons 
entitled to receive the certificates. 
[P.L.3-1987, § 356.] 

CHAPTER 4 

CANVASSING OF RETURNS BY COUNTY 
ELECTION BOARD 

SECTION. 

3·12-4-1. County election boards - Members. 
3·12-4-2. [Repealed.] 
3-12-4-3. County election boards - Compensation 

of members. 
3·12-4-4. Employment of clerical assistants and 

write-in teams. 
3-12-4-5. County election boards - Compensation 

of clerical assistants. 
3-12-4-6. Assembly of county election county board 

on election day - Meeting room. 
3-12-4-7. County election board meeting room. 
3-12-4-S. Examination of election certificates, poll 

lists and tally sheets - Tabula­
tion of election returns. 

3-12-4-9. Election certification. 
3-12-4-10. Election certification statement - Con­

tent. 
3-12-4-11. Election certification statement - Sign­

ing by county election board 
members. 

3-12-4-12. Election certification statement - Deliv­
ery to county political party chair­
men. 

3-12-4-13. Disposition of canvass sheets, election 
certificates, etc., following vote 
tabulation. 

3-12-4-14. Tie votes. 
3-12-4-15. Substantial compliance by precinct elec­

tion board. 
3-12-4-16. County election board vote counting dis­

putes - Submission to circuit 
court judge. 

3-12-4-17. County election board vote counting dis­
putes - Determination. 

3-12-4-18. Inspection of voting machine or electronic 
voting system counters - Au­
thority - Time. 

3-12-4-19. Inspection of voting machine or electronic 
voting system counters - Loca­
tion - Political party observers. 

3-12-4-20. Inspection of voting machine or electronic 
voting system counters - Com­
parison with precinct returns. 

3-12-4-21. Discrepancy between returns and voting 
machine or electronic voting sys­
tem. 

3-12-4-22. Returns as prima facie evidence of vote 
cast. 

3-12-4-23. Tallying papers. 

3-12-4-1. County election boards -
Members. - The members of each county 
election board shall canvass the votes cast 
in the county. [P.L.5-1986 § 8; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 187.] 

3-12-4-2. [Repealed.] 

3-12-4-3. County election boards -
Compensation of members. - The 
members of a county election board shall 
be compensated for their services as can­
vassers in an amount to be fixed by the 
county executive. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1993, § 188.] 

3-12-4-4_ EmJ.>loyment of clerical as­
sistants and wnte-in teams. - (a) Each 
county election board may employ clerical 
assistants if necessary for the proper can­
vassing and tabulating of the vote. How­
ever, no more than one-half (I/2) of the 
assistants employed by the board may be 
members of the same political party. 

(b) The county election board shall ap­
point the number of two (2) member write­
in teams that are necessary to examine 
and count write-in votes cast on ballot card 
voting systems on election night. The 
county chairmen of the two (2) major 
political parties of a county shall each 
designate one (1) member of each write-in 
team. The write-in teams are considered 
employees of the county canvassing board 
and must meet the qualifications of can­
vassing board employees. 

(c) A county election board may not 
employ a person to assist with canvassing 
unless the person would be eligible to 
serve as a precinct election officer under 
IC 3-6-6-7. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.4-1991, 
§ 113; P.L.1-1992, § 5; P.L.3-1993, § 189.] 

3-12-4-5. County election boards -
Compensation of clerical assistants. -
A county election board shall pay an 
assistant hired under section 4 [IC 
3-12-4-4] of this chapter a reasonable rate 
of compensation for the assistant's ser­
vices. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, § 357; 
P.L.3-1993, § 190.] 

3-12-4-6. Assembly of county elec­
tion board on election day - Meeting 
room. - (a) At 6 p.m. on each election 
day, the county election board shall assem­
ble in a room to canvass the certificates, 
poll lists, and tally papers returned by 
each inspector in the county and to declare 
the results of the election as provided in 
this chapter. 

(b) The canvassing must be performed 
in public under IC 5-14-l.5. However, the 
board may restrict access to parts of the 
room where election material is being 
handled or transported to safeguard the 
material. 

(c) Except as provided in section 7 [IC 
3-12-4-7] of this chapter, the county execu­
tive shall provide a room in the courthouse 
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that contains adequate space to permit 
members of the public to witness the 
canvassing of votes. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1993, § 191.] 

3-12-4-7. County election board 
meeting room. - In each county having a 
population of more than three hundred 
thousand (300,000), the county executive 
shall, upon the written request and order 
of the judge of the circuit court of the 
county and at least ten (10) days before the 
election, provide a suitable assembly room 
for the county election board other than a 
room in the courthouse. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.12-1992, § 12; P.L.3-1993, § 192.] 

3-12-4-8. Examination of election 
certificates, poll lists and tally sheets 
- Tabulation of election returns. -
The county election board shall: 

(1) Carefully examine and compare 
the certificates, poll lists, and tally 
sheets; and 
(2) Aggregate and tabulate from the 
papers entrusted to it the vote for the 
county and each political subdivision, 
as appropriate. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3.1993, § 193.] 

3-12-4-9. Election certification. - (a) 
This subsection applies to a local or school 
board office with an election district 10-
cated entirely within one (1) county, ex· 
cept for judge of a circuit court and prose· 
cuting attorney. After the county election 
board has tabulated the vote, the board 
shall declare the candidate receiving the 
highest number of votes for each office to 
be elected. 

(b) The county election board shall tab· 
ulate the votes cast for and against each 
local public question placed on the ballot 
by the county election board under IC 
3-10-9-2 and, if the local public question is 
placed on the ballot only in that county, 
declare the public question approved or 
rejected. 

(c) The county election board shall tabu· 
late the votes cast for and against each 
public question voted on by the electorate 
of the whole state. 

(d) The board shall certify the election 
results in a statement prepared by the 
circuit court clerk. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1987, § 358; P.L.IO-1988, § 128; 
P.L.IO-1992, § 24; P.L.3-1993, § 194.] 

3-12-4-10. Election certification 
statement - Content. - (a) The state· 
ment prepared under section 9 [IC 
3-12-4-91 of this chapter must contain: 

(1) The name of each candidate; 
(2) The elected offices; 

(3) The total number of votes received 
by each candidate; 
(4) The total number of votes received 
by each candidate and cast for and 
against each public question in each 
precinct; and 
(5) The total number of votes cast at 
the election. 

(b) Notwithstanding IC 33-19-6-1, upon 
request by a candidate, the circuit court 
clerk shall prepare a copy of the statement 
for the candidate at a fee not to exceed 
twenty·five cents ($0.25) per page. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.7-1990, § 50; 
P.L.8-1992, § 30.] 

3-12-4-11. Election certification 
statement - Signing by county elec· 
tion board members. - Each member of 
the county election board shall sign the 
statement prepared by the circuit court 
clerk under section 9 [IC 3-12-4-9] of this 
chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 195.] 

3-12-4-12. Election certification 
statement - Delivery to county politi· 
cal party chairmen. - Within ten (10) 
days after the county election board certi· 
fies the election results under section 9 [IC 
3-12-4-9] of this chapter, the circuit court 
clerk shall furnish to the county chairman 
of each political party a copy of the state· 
ment. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1993, § 196.] 

3-12-4-13. Disposition of canvass 
sheets, election certificates, etc., fol· 
lowing vote tabulation. - After the 
county election board has tabulated the 
vote: 

(1) The canvass sheets used by the 
board; and 
(2) The certificates, poll lists, and 
tally papers returned by each inspec· 
tor in the county; 

shall be delivered to the circuit court clerk. 
The clerk shall file and preserve all the 
material in the clerk's office open to in· 
spection by any voter. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1993, § 197.] 

3-12-4-14. Tie votes. - If two (2) or 
more candidates receive the highest and 
an equal number of votes for a local office, 
the county election board shall: 

(1) Declare that no person is elected to 
fill the office; and 
(2) Certify the tie vote in the state­
ment prepared by the circuit court 
clerk under section 9 [IC 3-12-4-91 of 
this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1993, § 198.] 
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3-12-4-15_ Substantial compliance 
by precinct election board_ - A county 
election board may not reject the certifi­
cates, poll lists, or tally papers returned 
from a precinct election board: 

(1) For lack of form or for not being 
strictly in accordance with the direc­
tions contained in this title if the 
certificates can be satisfactorily un­
derstood; or 
(2) If the returns are certified by the 
precinct election board as required by 
IC 3-12-2-6, IC 3-12-2.5-6, IC 3-12-3-2, 
and IC 3-12-3.5-6 and returned by the 
inspector or one (1) of the judges of the 
board. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 359; P.L.3-1993, § 199.] 

3-12-4-16. County election board 
vote counting disputes - Submission 
to circuit court judge. - If there is a 
disagreement between the members of a 
county election board as to how the vote of 
a precinct should be counted, the board 
shall: 

(1) Immediately report the matter in 
dispute to the judge of the circuit 
court; and 
(2) Provide the judge with a written 
brief stating the grounds of the dis· 
agreement and all papers concerning 
the matter. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1993, § 200.] 

3-12-4-17. County election board 
vote counting disputes - Determina­
tion. - The judge of the circuit court shall 
summarily determine a dispute presented 
under section 16 [IC 3-12-4-16] of this 
chapter and direct the county election 
board how to count the vote. The judge's 
determination is final with respect to the 
action of the board. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1993, § 201.] 

3-12-4-18. Inspection of voting ma­
chine or electronic voting system coun­
ters - Authority - Time. - If voting 
machines or electronic voting systems are 
used in a precinct, the county election 
board may request authorization from the 
state recount commission to inspect the 
registering counter or other mechanical 
recording device on any voting machine or 
electronic voting system showing the num­
ber of votes cast for any candidate or 
public question. If authorized by the state 
recount commission, the board may con­
duct an inspection either before it proceeds 
to count and tabulate the vote or within 
one (1) day after the count and tabulation 
are finished. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 360; P.L.3-1993, § 202.] 

3·12·4·19. Inspection of voting rna· 
chine or electronic voting system coun· 
ters - Location - Political party ob· 
servers. - To inspect a voting machine or 
electronic voting system under section 18 
[IC 3-12-4-18] of this chapter, the county 
election board may proceed to any place in 
the county where the machine or system is 
located, kept, or stored. However, the 
board shall make the inspection in the 
presence of an accredited representative of 
each of the major political parties of the 
county. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 361; P.L.3-1993, § 203.] 

3·12·4·20. Inspection of voting rna· 
chine or electronic voting system coun· 
ters - Comparison with precinct reo 
turns. - When making an inspection 
under section 18 [IC 3-12-4·18] of this 
chapter, a county election board shall 
compare the number of votes registered on 
the counter or other mechanical recording 
device on the voting machines or electronic 
voting systems with the returns made by 
the precinct election board of the precinct 
in which the voting machine or electronic 
voting system was used. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1987, § 362; P.L.3-1993, § 204.] 

3·12·4-21. Discrepancy between reo 
turns and voting machine or electronic 
voting system. - If there is a discrepancy 
between the number of votes registered on 
a voting machine or electronic voting 
system and the returns made by the pre­
cinct election board, the county election 
board shall correct the returns made by 
the precinct election board so that the 
returns conform to the vote registered on 
the voting machine or electronic voting 
system. The corrected returns shall be 
considered the true and correct returns of 
the number of votes cast for each candi­
date or on each public question in the 
precinct. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 363; P.L.3-1993, § 205.] 

3·12·4·22. Returns as prima facie 
evidence of vote cast. - If a nomination 
or election is contested or a recount is 
conducted, the returns of each precinct 
election board, as corrected by the county 
election board under section 21 [IC 
3-12-4-21] of this chapter, constitute prima 
facie evidence of the vote cast for each 
candidate and on each public question to 
the same extent as the tabulation and 
return of the vote in a precinct where 
voting machines or electronic voting sys­
tems are not used. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1987, § 364; P.L.I0-1988, § 129; 
P.L.3-1993, § 206. 
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3-12-4-23. Tallying papers. - The 
county election board shall have tally 
papers printed for use in tabulating the 
vote at each election held under its juris­
diction. The tally papers must: 

(1) Contain the name of each office 
and candidate to be voted for at an 
election; and 
(2) Provide for tallying the votes on 
each public question submitted to the 
voters. [P.L.5-1986. § 8; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 207.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 5 
CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION 

3-12-5-1. Vote count certification for local offices 
commissioned by governor. 

3-12-5-2. Certificates of election for local offices not 
commissioned by governor and 
other than in small towns. 

3-12-5-3. Certificates of election - Unopposed local 
office candidates. 

3-12-5-4. Defects in election returns. 
3-12-5-5. Circuit court clerk's vote count certifica­

tion - Governor and lieutenant 
governor. 

3-12-5-6. Circuit court clerk's vote count certifica­
tion - Federal, state and legisla­
tive offices - Circuit court judges 
- Prosecuting attorneys. 

3-12-5-7. Secretary of state's certification to gover­
nor - Presidential electors -
Certain state offices - Circuit 
court judges - Prosecuting attor­
neys. 

3-12-5-8. Commissions - Presidential electors -
Certain state offices - Circuit 
court judges - Prosecuting attor­
neys. 

3-12-5-9. Secretary of state's certification to gover­
nor - United States Senators and 
Representatives. 

3-12-5-10. Certificates of election - United States 
Senators and Representatives. 

3·12-5-11. Circuit court clerk's vote count certifica­
tion - State legislative offices. 

3-12-5-12. State legislative offices - Certificates of 
election - Certification of tie 
votes to governor. 

3-12-5-13. Secretary of state must accept and count 
circuit court clerk's vote count 
certifications. 

3-12·5-14. Errors in vote count certifications - Cor­
rection by issuing official. 

3-12-5-15. Errors in vote count certifications -
Voter's civil suit to correct. 

3-12-5-16. Certificates of election - Discovery and 
correction of errors period. 

3-12-5-17. IRepealed.1 

3-12-5-1. Vote count certification 
for local offices commissioned by gov­
ernor. - (a) Whenever a candidate is 
elected to a local office (except for judge of 
a circuit court and prosecuting attorney) 
that is commissioned by the governor, the 

circuit court clerk shall prepare a state­
ment under the clerk's seal specifying the 
number of votes received by each candi­
date for that office and identifying the 
candidate who was declared elected under 
IC 3-12-4-9. 

(b) The statement prepared under sub­
section (a) must also include the number of 
votes cast for and against the following: 

(1) The ratification of a state constitu­
tional amendment submitted to the 
electorate. 
(2) The retention of a justice of the 
supreme court or a judge of the court 
of appeals or tax court. 

(c) The clerk shall send or hand deliver 
the statement to the secretary of state not 
later than noon on the Monday following 
election day. 

(d) The secretary of state shall tabulate 
the votes received under this section and, 
not later than the second Friday after the 
election, issue a certificate certifying the 
following: 

(1) Each state constitutional amend­
ment ratified or rejected. 
(2) Each justice or judge retained or 
removed. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 365; P.L.5-1988, § 10; P.L.4-1991, 
§ 114; P.L.3-1993, § 208.] 

3-12-5-2. Certificates of election for 
local offices not commissioned by gov­
ernor and other than in small towns. -
(a) Whenever a candidate is elected to a 
local or school board office other than: 

(1) One for which a town clerk-trea­
surer issues a certificate of election 
under IC 3-10-7-34; or 
(2) One commissioned by the governor 
under IC 4-3-1-5; 

the circuit court clerk shall, after the 
expiration of the period required under 
section 16 [IC 3-12-5-161 of this chapter, 
prepare and deliver to the candidate on 
demand a certificate of the candidate's 
election. 

(b) This subsection applies to a local or 
school board office described in subsection 
(a) with an election district located in more 
than one (1) county or a local public 
question placed on the ballot in more than 
one (1) county. The circuit court clerk of 
the county that contains the greatest per­
centage of the population of the election 
district shall, upon demand of the candi­
date or a person entitled to request a 
recount of the votes cast on a public 
question under IC 3-12-12: 

(1) Obtain the certified statement of 
the votes cast for that office or on that 
question that was prepared under IC 
3-12-4-9 from the circuit court clerk in 
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each other county in which the elec­
tion district is located; 
(2) Tabulate the total votes cast for 
that office or on that question as 
shown on the certified statement of 
each county in the election district; 
and 
(3) Issue a certificate of election to the 
candidate upon the expiration of the 
period required under section 16 of 
this charter or a certificate declaring 
the loca public question approved or 
rejected. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 366; P.L.ID-1988, § 130; P.L.3-1989, 
§ 12; P.L.10-1992, § 25.] 

3-12-5-3. Certificates of election 
Unopposed local office candidates. -
Whenever a candidate for a local office 
described in section 2 [IC 3-12-5-2] of this 
chapter is unopposed, the circuit court 
clerk shall, upon demand of the candidate, 
certify the candidate in the same manner 
as if elected to the office. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1987, § 367.] 

3-12-5-4. Defects in election returns. 
- The governor may not withhold a 
commission because of a defect or infor­
mality in an election return to the secre­
tary of state if it can be determined with 
reasonable certainty from the return what 
office is intended and who is entitled to the 
commission. [P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-5-5. Circuit court clerk's vote 
count certification - Governor and 
lieutenant governor. - (a) Not later 
than noon on the Monday following an 
election for governor and lieutenant gover­
nor, each circuit court clerk shall prepare 
two (2) certified statements under the 
clerk's seal showing the number of votes 
each candidate received. The clerk shall 
transmit the statements in the following 
manner: 

0) One (1) certified statement shall 
be delivered to the speaker of the 
house of representatives of the next 
general assembly by a member of the 
general assembly representing the 
county. The member shall deliver the 
statement to the speaker by the sec­
ond day of the regular session. 
(2) One (1) certified statement shall 
be hand delivered to the secretary of 
state or sent by certified mail in care 
of the secretary of state to the speaker 
of the house of representatives. The 
secretary of state shall deliver the 
statement to the speaker by the sec­
ond day of the regular session. 

(b) The house of representatives and the 
senate shall meet in joint convention not 

later than the date specified in Article 5, 
Section 9 of the Constitution of the State of 
Indiana for the commencement of the term 
of the governor and the lieutenant gover­
nor to hear the canvass of votes cast for 
governor and lieutenant governor. The 
presiding officer of the joint convention 
shall certify to the convention that the 
individuals receiving the most votes ac­
cording to the canvass have been elected 
governor and lieutenant governor. The 
joint convention shall also act to resolve 
any tie vote or contests in accordance with 
Article 5, Section 5 or 6 of the Constitution 
of the State of Indiana. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1987, § 368; P.L.3-1993, § 209.] 

3-12-5-6. Circuit court clerk's vote 
count certification - Federal, state 
and legislative offices - Circuit court 
judges - Prosecuting attorneys. - (a) 
Not later than noon on the Monday follow­
ing an election, each circuit court clerk 
shall prepare a certified statement under 
the clerk's seal, in words and numbers, of 
the number of votes received by each 
candidate for: 

(1) Federal office; 
(2) State office; 
(3) Legislative office; 
(4) Judge of a circuit court; and 
(5) Prosecuting attorney. 

(b) The clerk shall send the statements 
by certified mail, return receipt requested, 
or hand deliver the statements to the 
secretary of state. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1987, § 369; P.L.3-1993, § 210.] 

3-12-5-7. Secretary of state's certifi­
cation to governor - Presidential elec­
tors - Certain state offices - Circuit 
court judges - Prosecuting attorneys. 
- Upon receipt of the certified statements 
from the circuit court clerks under section 
6 [IC 3-12-5-6] of this chapter, the secre­
tary of state shall compare and estimate 
the number of votes cast for each candi­
date for: 

(1) Presidential electors; 
(2) A state office other than governor 
and lieutenant governor; 
(3) Judge of a circuit court; and 
(4) Prosecuting attorney. 

The secretary of state shall certify to the 
,governor the candidate receiving the high­
est number of votes for each office. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1993, § 211.] 

3-12-5-8. Commissions - Presiden­
tial electors - Certain state offices -
Circuit court judges - Prosecuting 
attorneys. - If no errors are found at the 
expiration of the ten (10) day period al­
lowed for the discovery and correction of 
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errors, the governor shall mail the candi­
date's commission to each candidate certi­
fied under section 7 [IC 3-12-5-7) of this 
chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 8.) 

3-12-5-9. Secretary of state's certifi­
cation to governor - United States 
Senators and Representatives. - Upon 
receipt of the certified statements from the 
circuit court clerks under section 6 [IC 
3-12-5-6) of this chapter, the secretary of 
state shall: 

(1) Compare and estimate the number 
of votes cast for each candidate for 
United States Senator and United 
States Representative; and 
(2) Certify to the governor the candi­
date receiving the highest number of 
votes for each office. [P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-5-lO. Certificates of election -
United States Senators and Represen­
tatives. - The governor shall transmit to 
each candidate certified under section 9 
[IC 3-12-5-9) of this chapter a certificate of 
election. The secretary of state shall seal 
and attest the certificate of election. 
[P.L.5-1986, * 8.) 

3-12-5-11. Circuit court clerk's vote 
count certification - State legislative 
offices. - As soon as practical, but no 
later than the noon on the Monday follow­
ing an election for a legislative office, each 
circuit court clerk shall: 

(1) Prepare a separate certified state­
ment under the clerk's seal specifying 
the number of votes received in the 
county by each candidate for legisla­
tive office; and 
(2) Send the statement by certified 
mail, return receipt requested, or 
hand deliver the statement to the 
secretary cf state. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 131; P.L.3-1993, * 212.) 

3-12-5-12. State legislative offices -
Certificates of election - Certification 
of tie votes to governor. - Upon receipt 
of the certified statements under section 
11 [IC 3-12-5-11) of this chapter, the 
secretary of state shall: 

(1) Immediately total all certified 
statements from each senate and 
house district; and 
(2) Promptly prepare and transmit to 
the candidate receiving the highest 
number of votes for each legislative 
office a certificate of the candidate's 
election. 

However, if two (2) or more candidates 
receive the highest and an equal number 
of votes, the secretary of state shall imme-

diately certify the tie vote to the governor. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8.) 

3-12-5-13. Secretary of state must 
accept and count circuit court clerk's 
vote count certifications. - The secre­
tary of state may not reject a certified 
statement received under seal from a cir­
cuit court clerk under section 6 or 11 [IC 
3-12-5-6 or 3-12-5-11) of this chapter but 
shall estimate, aggregate, and tabulate 
the total number of votes as evidenced by 
the face of each certified statement. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8.) 

3-12-5-14. Errors in vote count certi­
fications - Correction by issuing offi­
cial. - The county election board or the 
secretary of state, as appropriate, shall 
correct an error in the certification of the 
vote for a candidate or on a public question 
if the error is discovered within ten (10) 
days after the certification is made. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.4-1991, § 115.) 

3-12-5-15. Errors in vote count certi­
fications - Voter's civil suit to correct. 
- If a circuit court clerk or the secretary 
of state fails or refuses to correct an error 
as required by section 14 [IC 3-12-5-14] of 
this chapter, then any voter may bring a 
civil action to enforce the duty to make the 
correction. A civil action under this section 
must be brought: 

(1) No later than noon five (5) days 
after the expiration of the ten (10) day 
period allowed for making corrections; 
and 
(2) In the circuit or superior court of 
the county where the public official 
making the erroneous certification re­
sides. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.10-1988, 
§ 132.) 

3-12-5-16. Certificates of election -
Discovery and correction of errors pe­
riod. - A certificate of election may not 
be issued until the ten (10) day period 
allowed for the discovery and correction of 
errors has expired. [P.L.5-1986, § 8.) 

3-12-5-17. [Repealed.) 

CHAPTER 6 
RECOUNT PROCEDURES FOR NOMINATION 

OR ELECTION TO LOCAL OR 
SCHOOL BOARD OFFICE 

SECTION. 

3-12-6-1. Right to recount. 
3-12-6-2. Petitions for recount - Time - Filing. 
3-12-6-3. Petitions for recount - Content. 
3-12-6-4. Cross-petitions for recount - Time -

Filing. 
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SECTION. 
3-12-6-5. Failure to file cross-petition or answer. 
3-12-6-6. Cross-petitions for recount - Contents. 
3-12-6-7. Amendment of petitions and cross-peti-

tions for recounts. 
3-12-6-8. Petitions for recount - Submission by two 

or more candidates jointly - Con­
solidation of different petitions. 

3-12-6-9. Notice of petition for recount to opposing 
candidates. 

3-12-6-9.5. Disqualification of interested judge -
Certification to governor. 

3-12-6-10. Bond or cash deposit of petitioner for 
recount - Costs. 

3-12-6-11. Bonds and cash deposits where cross-peti-
tion filed. 

3-12-6-12. Payment of recount costs. 
3-12-6-13, 3-12-6·13.5. [Repealed.] 
3-12-6-14. Ordering recount - Appointment of re­

count commission. 
3-12-6-15. Ordering recount on consolidated petitions 

and cross-petitions. 
3-12-6-16. Recount commission - Members. 
3-12-6-17. Recount commission - Compensation of 

members. 
3-12-6-18. Notice to candidates opposing petition of 

recount order. 
3-12-6-19. Impounding of voting materials and 

equipment. 
3-12-6-19.5. Use of authorized copy of election mate­

riaL 
3-12-6-20. Making voting materials and equipment 

available to recount and contest 
commissions. 

3-12-6-21. Recount - Location - Watchers for can­
didates - Media. 

3-12-6-21.5. Petition for manual count of ballot cards 
- Withdrawal of petition. 

3-12-6-22. Certificates of recount - Preparation -
Content. 

3-12-6-22.5. Finality of determination of commission 
- AppeaL 

3-12-6-23. Certificates of recount - Effect. 
3·12-6-24 - 3-12-6-26. [Repealed.] 
3-12-6-27. Circuit court clerk's vote count certificates 

- Local and school board offices 
in multiple counties. 

3-12-6-28. IC 3-12-6-27 certificates - Transmittal to 
secretary of state. 

3-12-6-29. Secretary of state's tabulation and 
retabulation of votes. 

3-12-6-30. Circuit court clerk's vote count certificate 
- Local and school board offices 
in one county. 

3-12-6-31. IC 3-12-6-30 certificate - Transmittal to 
election officials. 

3-12-6-32. Issuance of certificates of election. 
3-12-6-33. Vacation of office. 

3-12-6-1. Right to recount. - (a) 
Any: 

(1) Candidate for nomination or elec­
tion to a local or school board office; or 
(2) Voter who was entitled to vote for 
a candidate described in subdivision 
(1); 

is entitled to have the votes cast for that 
office recounted under this chapter. 

(b) The right of recount may be exer­
cised for one (1) or more of the precincts in 

which votes were 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 133.] 

cast for the office. 
P.L.7-1986, § 5; 

3-12-6-2. Petitions for recount -
Time - Filing, - A candidate who de­
sires a recount of votes must file a verified 
petition no later than noon seven (7) days 
after election day. The petition must be 
filed in the circuit or superior court of each 
county in which is located a precinct in 
which the candidate desires a recount. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, § 370; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 134.] 

3-12-6-3. Petitions for recount -
Content. - Each petition filed under 
section 2 [IC 3-12-6-2] of this chapter must 
state the following: 

(1) The office for which the petitioner 
desires a recount. 
(2) The precincts within the county in 
which the petitioner desires a recount. 
(3) That the petitioner was a candi­
date for nomination or election to the 
office and that the nomination or 
office was voted upon in the precincts 
specified. 
(4) The name and address of the peti­
tioner's opposing candidate or candi­
dates. 
(5) That the petitioner in good faith 
believes that the votes cast for nomi­
nation or election to the office at the 
election in the precincts were not 
correctly counted and returned. 
(6) That the petitioner desires a re­
count of all of the votes cast for 
nomination or election to the office in 
the. precincts specified. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 8, P.L.I0-1988, § 135.] 

3-12-6-4. Cross-petitions for recount 
- Time - Filing. - A candidate who is 
nominated or elected to an office at an 
election on the face of the election returns 
may file a verified cross-petition for a 
recount no later than noon ten (10) days 
after election day. If a petition for a 
recount is filed for an office for which 
voters in more than one (1) county vote, a 
cross-petition for a recount may be filed in 
a county other than the one in which the 
first petition was filed. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1987, § 371; P.L.1O-1988, § 136.] 

3-12-6-5_ Failure to file cross-peti­
tion or answer, - The failure to file 
either a cross-petition or an answer to a 
petition for a recount does not: 

(1) Constitute an admission of the 
truth of the allegations of the petition; 
or 
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(2) Imply a presumption in favor of 
the petition. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-6-6. Cross-petitions for recount 
- Contents. - Each cross-petition filed 
under section 4 [IC 3-12-6-4] of this chap­
ter must state the following: 

(1) The office for which the cross-peti­
tioner desires a recount. 
(2) The precincts within the county in 
which the cross-petitioner desires a 
recount. 
(3) That the cross-petitioner was a 
candidate at the election for nomina­
tion Or election to the office and that 
the nomination or office was voted 
upon in the precincts specified. 
(4) The name and address of the cross­
petitioner's opposing candidate or can­
didates. 
(5) That the cross-petitioner in good 
faith believes that the votes cast for 
nomination or election to the office at 
the election in the precincts were not 
correctly counted and returned. 
(6) That the cross-petitioner desires a 
recount of all of the votes cast for 
nomination or election to the office in 
the. precincts specified. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 8, P.L.10-1988, § 137.] 

3-12-6-7. Amendment of petitions 
and cross-petitions for recounts. - The 
court in which a petition or cross-petition 
is filed may allow the petition or cross­
petition to be amended at any time upon 
the terms and conditions that the court 
orders. [P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-6-8. Petitions for recount -
Submission by two or more candidates 
jointly - Consolidation of petitions. -
(a) Two (2) or more candidates for nomina­
tion or election to the same or a different 
office at the same election may join in a 
petition for a recount. 

(b) Except as provided in subsection (d), 
if more than one (1) petition for a recount 
is filed in a county no later than noon 
seven (7) days after election day, whether 
in the same court of the county or not, the 
petitions shall be consolidated under the 
first petition filed. If a transfer of petitions 
from one (1) court of the county to another 
court of the county is necessary to effect 
the consolidation, then the court in which 
the subsequent petitions were filed shall 
order the transfer. 

(c) If more than one (1) petition for a 
recount is filed for an office in more than 
one (1) county, the circuit court for the 
county casting, on the face of the election 
returns, the highest number of votes for 

the office shall assume jurisdiction over all 
petitions and cross-petitions concerning 
the office. If a transfer of petitions or cross­
petitions from one (1) court to another is 
necessary to effect the consolidation in the 
circuit court, then any other court in 
which a petition or cross-petition was filed 
shall order the transfer. 

(d) A petition for a recount filed for an 
election in different municipalities, 
whether in the same court of the county or 
not, may not be consolidated. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 8; P.L.7-1986, § 6; P.L.3-1987, § 372; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 138; P.L.8-1992, § 3l.] 

3-12-6-9. Notice of petition for re­
count to opposing candidates_ - (a) 
Upon the filing of a petition for a recount, 
the clerk of the court shall notify the 
judge. The judge shall issue a notice of the 
filing and pendency of the petition to the 
opposing candidates and deliver the notice 
to the sheriff of each county in which an 
opposing candidate resides. 

(b) Each sheriff shall immediately serve 
the notice upon the opposing candidate in 
person or by leaving a copy at the last and 
usual place of residence. The sheriff shall 
make immediate return of the service. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.1O-1988, § 139.] 

3-12-6-9.5. Disqualification of inter­
ested judge - Certification to gover­
nor. - If a recount involves the nomina­
tion or election of the judge of the court 
that assumes jurisdiction over the recount 
and the regular judge of the court is a 
party to the proceeding, then the regular 
judge is disqualified to act in any way in 
the proceeding except to transfer a petition 
or cross-petition under section 8 [IC 
3-12-6-8] of this chapter. The judge shall, 
within three (3) days after the court as­
sumes jurisdiction, certify the fact of dis­
qualification to the governor, who shall 
then appoint a special judge for the pro­
ceeding. [P.L.1O-1988, § 140.] 

3-12-6-10. Bond or cash deposit of 
petitioner for recount - Costs. - (a) 
Each petitioner shall furnish a cash de­
posit or file a bond with corporate surety to 
the approval of the court for the payment 
of all costs of the recount. The minimum 
amount of the cash deposit or bond is one 
hundred dollars ($100). If the number of 
precincts to be recounted exceeds ten (10), 
then the amount of the deposit or bond 
shall be increased by ten dollars ($10) for 
each precinct in excess of ten (10). Any 
unexpended balance remaining in a de­
posit after rayment of all costs of the 
recount shal be returned to the depositor. 
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If a petition is joint, a joint bond may be 
furnished. 

(b) The costs of a recount may include 
the following: 

(1) Compensation of recount commis­
sioners. 
(2) Compensation of additional em­
ployees required to conduct the re­
count, including overtime payments to 
regular employees who are eligible to 
receive such payments. 
(3) Postage and telephone charges di­
rectly related to the recount. 

(c) The costs of a recount may not in-
clude the following: 

(1) General administrative costs. 
(2) Security. 
(3) Allowances for meals or lodging. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.8-1992, § 32.] 

3-12-6-11. Bonds and cash deposits 
where cross-petition filed. - If a cross­
petition is filed, each petitioner and cross­
petitioner shall either furnish a cash de­
posit or file a bond with corporate surety to 
the approval of the court for the payment 
of each party's proportionate share of cost 
of the recount. If a cross-petition is joint, a 
joint bond may be furnished. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 8.1 

3-12-6-12. Payment of recount costs. 
- If a cash deposit was not made as 
required by section 10 or 11 [IC 3-12-6-10 
or 3-12-6-11] of this chapter, the peti­
tioners shall pay to the circuit court clerk 
within ten (10) days after the recount is 
completed all of the costs of the recount. 
However, if a cross-petition was filed, then 
each cross-petitioner shall pay to the cir­
cuit court clerk within ten (10) days after 
the recount is completed all of the costs of 
the recount in the precincts designated in 
the cross-petition. A petitioner is not liable 
for the costs of a recount allocated to a 
cross-petitioner. [P.L.5-1986, § 8.1 

3-12-6-13, 3-12-6-13.5. [Repealed.] 

3-12-6-14. Ordering recount - Ap­
pointment of recount commission. -
The court shall grant the petitions and 
cross-petitions that have been filed and 
order the recount of the votes in the 
precincts by appointing a recount commis­
sion upon: 

(1) The filing of a petition and bound 
under this chapter; 
(2) The expiration of the petition un­
der section 4 [IC 3-12-6-4] of this 
chapter for filing a cross-petition; and 
(3) Proof of service of all notices. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, § 374.] 

3-12-6-15. Ordering recount on con­
solidated petitions and cross-petitions. 
- If there is a consolidation of petitions 
and cross-petitions, the court shall by 
consolidated order grant the consolidated 
recount of all votes in all precincts in the 
counties requested in the petitions and 
cross-petitions. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.7-1986, § 7.] 

3-12-6-16. Recount commission 
Members. - (a) A recount commission 
consists of three (3) persons. 

(b) Two (2) members of the commission 
must be voters who: 

(1) Are members of different major 
political parties of the state; and 
(2) Were qualified to vote at the elec­
tion in a county in which the election 
district for the office is located. 

(c) This subsection applies to a recount 
commission conducting a recount of an 
election in which only parer ballots were 
used. The third member 0 the commission 
must be a person who: 

(1) Is a member of a major political 
party of the state; and 
(2) Was qualified to vote at the elec­
tion in a county in which the election 
district for the office is located. 

(d) This subsection applies to a recount 
of an election in which a voting method 
other than only paper ballots was used. 
The third member of the commission must 
be a competent mechanic who is familiar 
with the voting machines, ballot card 
voting systems, or electronic voting sys­
tems used in that election. The mechanic 
is not required to be qualified to vote at 
the election in a county in which the 
election district for the office is located. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, § 375.] 

3-12-6-17_ Recount commission 
Compensation of members. - Each 
member of a recount commission is enti­
tled to a per diem not to exceed one 
hundred dollars ($100) for each day actu­
ally engaged in making the recount. The 
judge of the court having jurisdiction over 
the recount shall fix the compensation 
paid under this section. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.LA-1991, § 116.1 

3-12-6-18. Notice to candidates op­
posing petition of recount order. - On 
the day when the order of a recount is 
made and entered by the court, the circuit 
court clerk shall send a certified copy of 
the order by certified mail to each oppos­
ing candidate named in the petition at the 
address stated in the petition. The clerk 
shall charge the cost of mailing the order 
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to the petitioner. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1987, § 376.] 

3-12-6-19. Impounding of voting ma­
terials and equipment. - (a) A court 
ordering a recount under this chapter shall 
by order impound and provide for the 
protection of the following: 

(1) All ballots, voting machines, and 
electronic voting systems used at the 
election for casting votes in the pre­
cincts. 
(2) All tally sheets relating to the 
votes cast for nomination or election to 
the office. 
(3) All poll lists of persons registered 
by the poll clerks as having voted for 
nomination or election to the office. 

(b) An order issued by the state recount 
commission under IC 3-12-10 supersedes 
an order issued by a court under this 
section to the extent that the orders con­
flict. The state recount commission shall 
assist a court acting under this section to 
the extent that the ability of the state 
recount commission to preserve the integ· 
rity of election records or equipment is not 
hindered. 

(c) An impoundment order issued under 
subsection (a) may not prevent a circuit 
court clerk or board of registration from 
copying election material other than bal­
lots if the clerk or board copies the mate­
rial under the supervision of a person 
designated by the court. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1987, § 377; P.L.1O-1988, § 141.J 

3-12-6-19.5. Use of authorized copy 
of election material. - A circuit court 
clerk or board of registration may use a 
copy made under section 19 [IC 3-12-6-19] 
of this chapter instead of an original 
subject to an impoundment order under 
that section until the court orders the 
release of the original. fP.L.3-1987, § 378.J 

3-12-6-20. Making voting materials 
and equipment available to recount 
and contest commissions. - A court 
acting under section 19 [IC 3-12-6-19] of 
this chapter shall make the ballots, voting 
machines, electronic voting systems, tally 
sheets, and poll lists available to the 
recount commission appointed under this 
chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 379.J 

3-12-6-21. Recount - Location -
Watchers for candidates - Media. -
(a) After a recount is ordered under section 
14 IIC 3-12-6-14] of this chapter, the 
recount commission shall convene at a 
place fixed by order of the court and 

expeditiously complete the recount of all 
votes ordered recounted. 

(b) Each candidate affected by the re­
count may have a watcher present at the 
recount and may also be present in person. 
Representatives of the media may also 
attend the recount. 

(c) An order issued by the state recount 
commission under IC 3-12-10 supersedes 
an order issued by the recount commission 
appointed under this chapter to the extent 
that the orders conflict. The state recount 
commission shall assist a recount commis­
sion appointed under this chapter to the 
extent that the ability of the state recount 
commission to preserve the integrity of 
election records or equipment is not hin­
dered. 

(d) During the period: 
(1) Beginning when a recount is or­
dered under section 14 of this chapter; 
and 
(2) Ending when the recount commis­
sion certifies the recount results under 
section 22 [IC 3-12-6-22] of this chap­
ter 

the rec~unt commission may petition the 
court that acquired jurisdiction over the 
recoun t under section 8 [IC 3-12-6-8] of 
this chapter to rule on questions raised by 
the recount commission. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1987, § 380; P.L.3-1993, § 213.] 

3-12-6-21.5. Petition for manual 
count of ballot cards - Withdrawal of 
petition. - (a) A petition or cross-petition 
filed under this chapter may request that 
ballot cards in specified precIncts that used 
a ballot card voting system be counted 
manually. If a petition or cross-petition 
includes such a request, the recount com­
mission may not use automatic tabulating 
machines to count ballot cards in the 
specified precincts. Ballot cards in those 
precincts shall be counted manually, and 
the tabulation of votes must comply with 
IC 3-11-7. 

(b) A petitioner or cross-petitioner may 
withdraw a request for a manual recount 
of ballot cards at any time after the 
recount commission conducts a test of the 
automatic tabulating machines to ascer­
tain that the machines will correctly count 
the votes cast for the office that is the 
subject of the recount. lP.L.3-1987, § 381; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 142.] 

3-12-6-22. Certificates of recount -
Preparation - Content. - When a 
recount is completed by a commission 
appointed under this chapter, the commis­
sion shall: 

(1) Make and sign a certificate show­
ing the total number of votes received 
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in the precincts by each candidate for 
nomination or election to the office; 
(2) State in its certificate the candi­
date who received the highest number 
of votes in the precincts for nomina­
tion or election to the office and by 
what plurality; and 
(3) File its certificate with the circuit 
court clerk. The clerk shall enter the 
certificate in the order book of the 
court. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.I0-1988, 
§ 143.] 

3-12-6-22.5. Finality of determina­
tion of commission - Appeal. - (a) The 
determination of a commission under sec­
tion 22 [IC 3-12-6-22] of this chapter is 
final, although an appeal may be taken to 
the court that appointed the commission. 

(b) An appeal under subsection (a) is 
limited to: 

(1) Questions of law arising out of the 
recount; and 
(2) Procedural defects by the recount 
commission that affected the outcome 
of the recount. [P.L.I0-1988, § 144; 
P.L.3-1989, § 13; P.L.3-1993, § 214.] 

3-12-6-23. Certificates of recount -
Effect. - A recount certificate made un­
der section 22 [IC 3-12-6-22] of this chap­
ter supersedes all previous returns made 
in any form of the recounted votes. A 
certified copy of a recount certificate con­
stitutes prima facie evidence of the votes 
cast for nomination or election to the office 
in the precincts in any contest or other 
proceeding in which there is an issue as to 
the votes cast at the election for nomina­
tion or election to the office. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 8; P.L.7-1986, § 8; P.L.I0-1988, § 145.] 

3-12-6-24 - 3-12-6-26. [Repealed.] 

3-12-6-27. Circuit court clerk's vote 
count certificates - Local and school 
board offices in multiple counties. - If 
a recount is made under this chapter for 
nomination or election to an office for 
which votes were cast in more than one (1) 
county, each circuit court clerk where the 
recount was made shall determine 
whether the votes in the precincts shown 
by the recount certificate differ from the 
votes that were tabulated by the county 
election board. If a circuit court clerk finds 
that there is a difference between the votes 
shown by the recount certificate and the 
votes tabulated by the county election 
board, the clerk shall prepare a certificate 
showing the total vote in the county for 
each candidate for nomination or election 
to the office as corrected in accordance 
with the recount certificate. [P.L.5-1986, 

§ 8; P.L.7-1986, § 9; P.L.I0-1988, § 146; 
P.L.3-1993, § 215.] 

3-12-6-28. Ie 3-12-6-27 certificates­
Transmittal to secretary of state. - A 
circuit court clerk shall immediately 
transmit a certificate prepared under sec­
tion 27 [IC 3-12-6-27] of this chapter 
showing the votes cast for nomination or 
election to an office to the secretary of 
state. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.1O-1988, 
§ 147.] 

3-12-6-29. Secretary of state's tabu­
lation and retabulation of vote. - Upon 
receipt of a circuit court clerk's certificate 
under section 28 [IC 3-12-6-28] of this 
chapter, the secretary of state shall tabu­
late the vote from the county for the office 
in accordance with the certificate. If the 
secretary of state previously included in a 
tabulation the votes cast for the office as 
returned by the county election board, the 
secretary of state shall correct the tabula­
tion in accordance with the certificate. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1993, § 216.] 

3-12-6-30. Circuit court clerk's vote 
count certificate - Local and school 
board offices in one county. - If a 
recount is made under this chapter for 
nomination or election to an office for 
which votes were cast only in a single 
county, the circuit court clerk shall deter­
mine whether the votes shown by the 
recount certificate differ from the votes 
that were tabulated by the county election 
board. If the circuit court clerk finds that 
there is a difference between the votes 
shown by the recount certificate and the 
votes tabulated by the county election 
board, the clerk shall prepare a certificate 
showing the total vote for each candidate 
for nomination or election to the office as 
corrected in accordance with the recount 
certificate. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.I0-1988, 
§ 148; P.L.3-1993, § 217.] 

3-12-6-31. IC 3-12-6-30 certificate -
Transmittal to election officials. - The 
circuit court clerk shall transmit the cer­
tificate prepared under section 30 [IC 
3-12-6-30] of this chapter to the county 
election board or other public official au­
thorized by this title to issue: 

(1) A certificate of nomination under 
IC 3-8-7; 
(2) A certificate of election under IC 
3-10-7-34 or IC 3-12-5-2; or 
(3) A commission for the office under 
Ie 4-3-1-5. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.I0-1988, § 149.] 
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3-12-6-32_ Issuance of certificates of 
election_ - The candidate shown by a 
corrected vote tabulation under section 29 
or 30 [IC 3-12-6-29 or 3-12-6-30) of this 
chapter to have received the highest num­
ber of votes for nomination or election to 
an office is entitled to a certificate of 
nomination under IC 3-8-7 or a certificate 
of election or commission for the office, 
even though one may have been issued 
upon a previous tabulation. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 8; P.L.10-1988, § 150.) 

3-12-6-33. Vacation of office. - On 
the demand of a person receiving a com­
mission or certificate of election issued 
upon the filing of the certificate of a 
recount commission, a person in possession 
of the office in question shall vacate and 
deliver the office. If the person in posses­
sion refuses to do so, the court may compel 
the vacation of the office upon the petition 
of the person holding the commission or 
certificate. [P.L.10-1988, § 151.) 

CHAPTER 7 
CONTEST OF ELECTION TO STATE OR 

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE 

3-12-7-1 - 3-12-7-20. [Repealed.) 

CHAPTER 8 
CONTEST OF NOMINATION FOR OR 

ELECTION TO LOCAL OR 
SCHOOL BOARD OFFICE 

SECTION. 
3-12-8-1. Persons entitled to contest nominations 

and elections. 
3-12-8-2. Grounds for contest. 
3·12-8-3, 3-12-8·4. [Repealed.] 
3-12-8-5. Verified petition of contest - Filing. 
3-12-8-6. Verified petition of contest - Contents. 
3-12-8·7. [Repealed.] 
3-12-8-8. Summoning contestee and candidates to 

answer contest petition. 
3-12-8-9. Service of Ie 3-12-8-8 summons. 
3-12-8-10. Contestee's answer. 
3-12-8-11. Answer, counterclaim, etc., of candidates. 
3·12-8-12 - 3-12·8·14. [Repealed.] 
3-12-8-15. Trial of contest - Location. 
3-12-8-16. Trial of contest - Fixing date - Notice. 
3-12-8-17. Trial of contest - Hearing and determina-

tion - Special election. 
3-12-8-18. Trial of contest - Certification of result. 
3-12-8-19. Trial of contest - Finality - Appeal. 
3-12-8-20. Trial of contest - Disqualification of 

judge - Special judge. 
3-12-8-21. Vacation of office. 
3-12-8-22. Permissible and impermissible costs of 

contest. 

3-12-8-1. Persons entitled to contest 
nominations and elections. - Any: 

(1) Candidate for nomination to a 
local or school board office; 

(2) Candidate for election to a local or 
school board office; 
(3) Voter who was entitled to vote for 
a candidate described in subdivision 
(1) or (2); 

may contest the nomination or election of 
a candidate who is declared nominated or 
elected to the office. fP.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.10-1988, § 152.) 

3-12-8-2. Grounds for contest. - An 
election may be contested under section 1 
[IC 3-12-8-1) of this chapter if a petitioner 
alleges that one (1) of the following cir­
cumstances existed: 

(1) The contestee was ineligible. 
(2) A mistake occurred in the printing 
or distribution of ballots used in the 
election that makes it impossible to 
determine which candidate received 
the highest number of votes. 
(3) A mistake occurred in the pro­
gramming of a voting machine or an 
electronic voting system, making it 
impossible to determine the candidate 
who received the highest number of 
votes. 
(4) A voting machine or an electronic 
voting system malfunctioned, making 
it impossible to determine the candi­
date who received the highest number 
of votes. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.1O-1988, 
§ 153; P.L.10-1989, § 12; P.LA-1991, 
§ 117.) 

3-12-8-3, 3-12-8-4. [Repealed.] 

3-12-8-5. Verified petition of contest 
- Filing. - (a) A person who desires to 
contest an election under this chapter 
must file a verified petition with the 
circuit court clerk of the county that 
contains the greatest percentage of the 
population of the election district no later 
than noon seven (7) days after election 
day. 

(b) A petition for a contest of an election 
in different municipalities, whether in the 
same court of the county or not, may not be 
consolidated. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 382; P.L.1O-1988, § 154; P.L.8-1992, 
§ 33.) 

3-12-8-6. Verified petition of contest 
- Contents. - (a) A petition filed under 
section 5 [IC 3-12-8-5) of this chapter must 
state the following: 

(1) That the petitioner desires to con­
test the nomination or election to an 
office. 
(2) The name and address of each 
candidate at the election for the office 
involved. 
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(3) That the petitioner in good faith 
believes that: 

(A) The person declared nominated 
or elected does not comply with a 
constitutional or statutory require­
ment applicable to a candidate for 
the office; 
(B) A mistake was made in the 
printing or distribution of ballots 
that makes it impossible to deter­
mine which candidate received the 
highest number of votes cast in the 
election; 
(C) A mistake occurred in the pro­
gramming of a voting machine or an 
electronic voting system, making it 
impossible to determine the candi­
date who received the highest num­
ber of votes; or 
(D) A voting machine or an elec­
tronic voting system malfunctioned, 
making it impossible to determine 
the candidate who received the 
highest number of votes. 

(b) A petition stating that the petitioner 
believes that it is impossible to determine 
the candidate that received the highest 
number of votes for one (1) of the reasons 
set forth in subsection (a) must identify 
each precinct in which: 

(1) Ballots containing the printing 
mistake or distributed by mistake 
were cast; 
(2) A mistake occurred in the pro­
gramming of a voting machine or an 
electronic voting system; or 
(3) A voting machine or an electronic 
voting system malfunctioned. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.1O-1988, § 155; 
P.L.1O-1989, § 13; P.LA-1991, § 118.] 

3-12-8-7. [Repealed.] 

3-12-8-8. Summoning contestee and 
candidates to answer contest petition. 
- Upon the filing of a petition for a 
contest, the circuit court clerk shall notify 
the circuit court judge. The judge shall 
issue a notice to the county sheriff direct­
ing the sheriff to serve notice upon the 
contestee and all other persons named in 
the petition as candidates for nomination 
or election to the office to appear and 
answer the petition in the circuit court on 
a day to be fixed in the notice. [P.L.5·1986, 
§ 8; P.L.5-1988, § 11; P.L.10-1988, § 156.] 

3-12-8·9. Service of IC 3-12-8-8 sum­
mons. - The sheriff shall serve the notice 
required by section 8 [IC 3-12-8-8] of this 
chapter upon the contestee and all other 
persons named in the petition as candi­
dates for nomination or election to the 
office in the same manner as a summons is 

served in a civil action. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; 
P.L.5-1988, § 12.] 

3-12-8-10. Contestee's answer. 
The contestee shall appear and answer the 
petition by the day fixed in the notice 
issued under section 8 [IC 3-12-8-8] of this 
chapter unless the court extends the time 
for good cause. The contestee may: 

(1) Present any defense or answer 
that the contestee has to the allega­
tions of the petition under an answer 
of general denial; 
(2) File a special answer; or 
(3) Both. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-8-11. Answer, counterclaim, 
etc., of candidates. - Any other person 
who was a candidate at the election for 
nomination or election to the office in­
volved and upon whom notice was served 
under section 9 [IC 3·12-8-9] of this chap­
ter is a party to the proceeding and may 
state any right or claim the person may 
have by an answer or counterclaim. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.5-1988, § 13.] 

3·12-8-12 - 3-12-8-14. [Repealed.] 

3-12-8-15. Trial of contest - Loca­
tion. - A contest for an office for which 
the voters of only one (1) county cast votes 
shall be tried in that county. However, a 
change of venue from the judge is allowed 
under the Indiana rules of trial procedure. 
A contest for an office for which the voters 
of two (2) or more counties cast votes shall 
be tried in the county casting the highest 
number of votes for the office at the 
election. [P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-8-16. Trial of contest - Fixing 
date - Notice. - The court shall fix a 
date within twenty (20) days after the 
return day fixed in the notice to the 
contestee for the hearing of a contest. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.1O-1988, § 157.] 

3-12-8-17. Trial of contest - Hear­
ing and determination - Special elec­
tion_ - (a) A contest shall be heard and 
determined by the court without a jury 
subject to the Indiana Rules of Trial Proce­
dure. 

(b) The court shall determine the issues 
raised by the petition and answer to the 
petition. 

(c) After hearing and determining a 
petition alleging that a candidate is ineli­
gible, the court shall declare as elected or 
nominated the qualified candidate who 
received the highest number of votes and 
render judgment accordingly. 
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(d) If the court finds that: 
(1) A mistake in the printing or distri­
bution of the ballots; 
(2) A mistake in the programming of 
a voting machine or an electronic 
voting system; or 
(3) A malfunction of a voting machine 
or an electronic voting system; 

makes it impossible to determine which 
candidate received the highest number of 
votes, the court shall order that a special 
election be conducted under IC 3-10-8. 

(e) The special election shall be con­
ducted in the precincts identified in the 
petition in which the court determines 
that: 

(1) Ballots containing the printing 
mistake or distributed by mistake 
were cast; 
(2) A mistake occurred in the pro­
gramming of a voting machine or an 
electronic voting system; or 
(3) A voting machine or an electronic 
voting system malfunctioned. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.I0-1989, § 14; 
P.LA-1991, § 119.] 

3-12-8-18_ Trial of contest - Certifi­
cation of result. - A circuit court clerk 
shall certify the determination made un­
der section 17 [IC 3-12-8-17] of this chap­
ter to the appropriate public official. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-8-19. Trial of contest - Finality 
- Appeal. - The judgment and determi­
nation of a court under section 17 [IC 
3-12-8-17] of this chapter are final, al­
though an appeal may be taken. 
lP.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-8-20. Trial of contest - Dis­
qualification of judge - Special judge. 
- If a contest involves the nomination or 
election of the judge of the court in which 
the r.etition of contest is filed, and the 
regu ar judge of the court is a party to the 
case, then the regular judge is disqualified 
to act in any way in the case. The judge 
shall, within three (3) days after the filing 
of the petition of contest, certify the fact of 
disqualification to the governor, who shall 
then appoint a special judge to try the 
case. [P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.5-1988, * 14.] 

3-12-8-21. Vacation of office. - On 
demand of a person receiving a commis­
sion or certificate of election issued follow­
ing the certification under section 18 [IC 
3-12-8-18] of this chapter, a person in 
possession of the office in question shall 
vacate the office. If the person in posses­
sion fails to do so, the court may compel 
the vacation of the office upon the petition 

of the person holding the commission or 
certification. [P.L.1O-1988, § 158.] 

3-12-8-22. Permissible and imper­
missible costs of contest. - (a) The costs 
of a contest may include the following: 

(1) Compensation of additional em­
ployees required to conduct the con­
test, including overtime payments to 
regular employees who are eligible to 
receive such payments. 
(2) Postage and telephone charges di­
rectly related to the contest. 

(b) The costs of a contest may not in-
clude the following: 

(1) General administrative costs. 
(2) Security. 
(3) Allowances for meals or lodging. 

[P.L.8-1992, § 34.] 

CHAPTER 9 

RESOLVING TIE VOTES 

SECTION. 
3-12-9-1. Special election required except in prima­

ries. 
3-12-9-2. Governor - Lieutenant governor. 
3-12-9-3. Notice to local fiscal body of tie in local 

office vote. 
3-12-9-4. Fiscal body to resolve ties in local office 

votes. 
3-12-9-5. Incumbent to retain office until successor 

elected. 
3-12-9-6. Recount petitions - Election contests. 
3-12-9-7. Tie vote on public question. 

3-12-9-1. Special election required 
except in primaries. - (a) Whenever a 
tie vote at an election for: 

(1) A federal office; 
(2) A state office (other than governor 
and lieutenant governor); 
(3) A legislative office; 
(4) A circuit office; or 
(5) A school board office not covered 
under IC 20-4-1 or IC 20-4-8; 

occurs, a special election shall be held. 
(b) Whenever a tie vote occurs at a 

primary election for the nomination of a 
candidate to be voted for at the general or 
municipal election, IC 3-13-1-17 applies. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.3-1987, § 383.] . 

3-12-9-2. Governor - Lieutenant 
governor. - Whenever a tie vote at an 
election for the offices of governor and 
lieutenant governor occurs, a majority of 
the state senate and house of representa­
tives meeting in joint session shall elect 
these officials from among the candidates 
receiving the tie vote in accordance with 
Article 5, Section 5 of the Constitution of 
the State of Indiana. [P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 
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3-12-9-3. Notice to local fiscal body 
of tie in local office vote. - Whenever a 
circuit court clerk receives certification 
that a tie vote at an election for a local 
office (other than a circuit office) ocurred, 
the clerk shall immediately send a written 
notice of the tie vote to the fiscal body of 
the affected political subdivision. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-9-4. Fiscal body to resolve ties 
in local office votes. - (a) The fiscal 
body of a political subdivision that receives 
notice under section 3 [IC 3-12-9-3] of this 
chapter shall resolve the tie vote by elect­
ing a person to fill the office at its organi­
zational meeting in January following the 
election at which the tie vote occurred. The 
fiscal body shall select one (1) of the 
candidates who was involved in the tie 
vote to fill the office. However, a member 
of a fiscal body who runs for reelection and 
is involved in a tie vote may not cast a vote 
under this section. 

(b) The executive of the political subdi­
vision (other than a town) may cast the 
deciding vote to break a tie vote in a fiscal 
body acting under this section. The clerk­
treasurer of the town may cast the decid­
ing vote to break a tie vote in a town fiscal 
body acting under this section. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8; P.L.1O-1988, § 159.] 

3-12-9-5. Incumbent to retain office 
until successor elected. - Whenever a 
tie vote at an election for: 

(1) A state office; 
(2) A local office; or 
(3) A school board office; 

occurs, the incumbent public official re­
mains in office in accordance with Article 
15, Section 3 of the Constitution of the 
State of Indiana until a successor is elected 
under this chapter and qualified. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 8.] 

3-12-9-6. Recount petitions - Elec­
tion contests. - This chapter does not 
prohibit: 

(1) A candidate from filing a recount 
petition under IC 3-12-6 or IC 3-12-11; 
(2) A candidate from contesting a 
nomination or election under IC 
3-12-8 or IC 3-12-11; or 
(3) A petitioner from filing a recount 
pet~tion under IC 3-12-12. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 8, P.L.3-1987, § 384, P.L.5-1988, 
§ 15; P.L.1O-1988, § 160.] 

3-12-9-7. Tie vote on public ques­
tion. - If a tie vote occurs on a public 
question, the. question is defeated. 
[P.L.1O-1988, § 161.] 

CHAPTER 10 

STATE RECOUNT COMMISSION 

SECTION. 
3·12-10-1. Commission established. 
3-12-10-2. Members - Chairman. 
3-12-10-2.5. Recount director. 
3-12-10-3. Compensation. 
3-12-10-4. Duties. 
3-12-10-5. Powers - Applicability of rules - Copy­

ing election material. 
3-12-10-5.5. Use of authorized copy of election mate­

rial. 
3-12-10-6. Powers of commission without filing of 

petition under Ie 3-12-11. 
3-12-10-7. Delegation of powers. 
3-12-10-8. Conducting of proceedings by state board 

of accounts. 
3-12-10·9. Duties of state police department. 
3-12-10-10. Assignment of staff and facilities by 

secretary of state. 
3-12-10-11. Reimbursement to agency or office for 

expenses incurred in carrying out 
responsibilities of commission. 

3-12-10-12. Payment of recount or contest expenses. 
3-12-10-13. Reimbursement of commission expenses 

by candidate filing petition under 
IC 3-12·11. 

3-12-10-14. Reimbursement of commission expenses 
by candidate filing cross-petition 
or opposing party in action under 
IC 3·12-11. 

3-12-10-15. Commission determination of chargeable 
expenses. 

3-12-10-16. Inapplicability of IC 4-21.5 to commis­
sion. 

3-12-10-17. Election-related court actions stayed. 
3-12-10-18. Judicial review of final determinations of 

commission - Remedies. 

3-12-10-1. Commission established. 
- The state recount commission is estab­
lished. [P.L.7-1986, § 18; P.L.11-1983, 
§ 4.] 

3-12-10-2. Members - Chairman.­
(a) Except as provided in subsection (c), 
the secretary of state and the designee of 
the state chairman of each of the major 
political parties of the state shall serve as 
members of the state recount commission. 

(b) Except as provided in subsection (c), 
the secretary of state shall chair the 
commission. 

(c) Whenever a recount is conducted in 
an election and the person serving as 
secretary of state was a candidate for 
election to office in that election, the 
secretary of state may not serve on the 
commission. The state chairman of the 
same major political party as the person 
serving as secretary of state shall appoint 
a person to serve as a member and the 
chairman of the commission. That person 
must have voted in the most recent pri­
mary election in the primary of the Foliti­
cal party that elected the secretary 0 state 
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for the term in which the recount petition 
was filed. The appointed person serves 
until the commission issues its final deter­
minations concerning all recount and con­
test petitions resulting from the election. 
The secretary of state shall then resume 
the position of a member and the chairman 
of the recount commission. [P.L.7-1986, 
§ 18; P.L.3-1987, § 385; P.L.I0-1988, 
§ 162.] 

3-12-10-2_5. Recount director. - The 
state recount commission shall employ and 
set the salary of a recount director. The 
recount director shall perform the task 
delegated to the director by the commis­
sion. [P.L.3-1987, § 386.] 

3-12-10-3. Compensation. - (a) Each 
member of the state recount commission 
other than the secretary of state is entitled 
to the minimum salary per diem provided 
by IC 4-1O-11-2.Hb). 

(b) Each member of the state recount 
commission is entitled to reimbursement 
for traveling expenses and other expenses 
actually incurred in connection with the 
member's duties, as provided in the state 
travel policies and procedures established 
by the department of administration and 
a.pl'roved by th~ state budget agency. 
[P.L.7-1986, § 18, P.L. 3-1987, § 387.] 

3-12-10-4. Duties. - (a) The state re­
count commission shall conduct recount 
proceedings under IC 3-12-11 resulting 
from: 

(1) A presidential primary election; 
(2) The nomination of a candidate to a 
federal, state, or legislative office in a 
primary election; or 
(3) An election for a federal, state, or 
legislative office. 

(b) The state recount commission shall 
conduct contest proceedings under IC 
3-12-11 resulting from: 

(1) A presidential primary election; 
(2) The nomination of a candidate to a 
federal, state, or legislative office in a 
primary election; or 
(3) An election for a state office other 
than governor or lieutenant governor. 
[P.L.7-1986, § 18; P.L.3-1987, § 388; 
P.L.I0-1988, § 163.] 

3-12-10-5. Powers - Applicability 
of rules - Copying election material. 
- (a) The state recount commission may, 
to comply with section 4 [IC 3-12-10-4] of 
this chapter: 

(1) Impound, take possession of, 
transport, or otherwise protect any 
election records or equipment related 
to a recount or contest; 

(2) Issue subpoenas, discovery orders, 
and protective orders; 
(3) Conduct and regulate the course of 
hearings and other proceedings; 
(4) Manage its internal affairs; 
(5) Adopt rules under IC 4-22-2; or 
(6) Exercise any other necessary 
power to perform its functions under 
this article. 

(b) Rules adopted by the state recount 
commission for the conduct of a recount or 
contest proceeding must uniformly apply 
throughout Indiana. 

(c) An impoundment order issued under 
subsection (a)(I) may not prevent a circuit 
court clerk or board of registration from 
copying election material other than bal­
lots if the clerk or board copies the mate­
rial under the supervision of the state 
police department. [P.L.7-1986, § 18; 
P.L.3-1987, § 389.] 

3-12-10-5.5. Use of authorized copy 
of election material. - A circuit court 
clerk or board of registration may use a 
copy of election material other than ballots 
made under section 5 [IC 3-12-10-5] of this 
chapter instead of an original subject to an 
impoundment order under that section 
until the commission orders the release of 
the original. [P.L.3-1987, § 390.] 

3-12-10-6. Powers of commission 
without filing of petition under IC 
3-12-11. - Without the filing of a petition 
under IC 3-12-11, the state recount com­
mission may impound, take possession of, 
transport, or otherwise protect any elec­
tion records or equipment that the com­
mission determines may be the subject of: 

(1) A recount proceeding; or 
(2) A contest proceeding conducted by 
the state recount commission under IC 
3-12-11. [P.L.7-1986, § 18; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 391; P.L.10-1988, § 164.] 

3-12-10-7. Delegation of powers. 
(a) The state recount commission may 
designate one (1) or more members of the 
commission or one (1) or more other per­
sons to exercise any of its powers, and 
other than the: 

(1) Final adoption of rules; 
(2) Final determination of a recount 
under IC 3-12-11; or 
(3) Final determination of a contest 
under IC 3-12-11. 

(b) Each person designated by the com­
mission under subsection (a) who is not a 
member of the commission must be an 
attorney (as defined in IC 23-1.5-1-4). 
[P.L.7-1986, § 18; P.L.3-1987, § 392.] 
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3-12-10-8_ Conducting of proceed­
ings by state board of accounts_ - The 
state board of accounts shall conduct any 
recount or other contest proceeding or­
dered by the state recount commission. 
[P.L.7-1986, § 18.] 

3-12-10-9. Duties of state police de­
partment. - The state police department 
shall: 

(1) Serve any notices or other papers; 
(2) Secure or transport any election 
records or equipment; and 
(3) Perform any other law enforce­
ment duties; 

ordered by the state recount commission. 
[P.L.7-1986, § 18.] 

3-12-10-10. Assignment of staff and 
facilities by secretary of state. - The 
secretary of state may assign any of the 
officer's staff and facilities to the state 
recount commission to carry out the com­
mission's responsibilities. [P.L.7-1986, 
§ 18.] 

3-12-10-11. Reimbursement to 
agency or office for expenses incurred 
in carrying out responsibilities of com­
mission. - The state recount commission 
shall reimburse any agency or office de­
scribed in sections 8, 9, and 10 [IC 
3-12-10-8, 3-12-10-9, and 3-12-10-10] of 
this chapter that incurs any expense to 
carry out the responsibilities of the com­
mission in conformity with the policies and 
procedures established by the state budget 
agency. [P.L.7-1986, § 18.] 

3-12-10-12. Payment of recount or 
contest expenses. - The expenses of a 
recount or contest conducted by the state 
recount commission shall be paid from the 
state general fund. [P.L.7-1986, § 18; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 165.] 

3-12-10-13. Reimbursement of com­
mission expenses by candidate filing 
petition under IC 3-12-11. - A candidate 
filing a petition under IC 3-12-11 shall 
reimburse the state for the expenses of the 
state recount commission in the amount of 
the cash deposit required for a recount 
under IC 3-12-11-10 or a contest under IC 
3-12-11-11. However, the petitioner is not 
liable for the expenses chargeable to an­
other party under section 14 [IC 
3-12-11-14] of this chapter. [P.L.7-1986, 
§ 18; P.L.3-1987, § 393.] 

3-12-10-14. Reimbursement of com­
mission expenses by candidate filing 
cross-petition or opposing party in ac-

tion under IC 3-12-11. - A candidate 
filing a cross-petition under IC 3-12-11 or 
an opposing party in a contest action 
under IC 3-12-11 shall reimburse the state 
for the expenses of the state recount com­
mission in the amount of the cash deposit 
required under IC 3-12-11-11. [P.L.7-1986, 
§ 18; P.L.3-1987, § 394.] 

3-12-10-15. Commission determina­
tion of chargeable expenses. - The 
state recount commission shall determine 
the expenses chargeable to a person under 
sections 13 and 14 [IC 3-12-10-13 and 
3-12-10-14] of this chapter. [P.L.7-1986, 
§ 18.] 

3-12-10-16. Inapplicability of IC 
4-21.5 to commission. - IC 4-21.5 does 
not apply to the state recount commission. 
[P.L.7-1986, § 18; P.L.7-1987, § 2.] 

3-12-10-17. Election-related court 
actions stayed. - Any court action re­
lated to the election for an office that is the 
subject of a: 

(1) Recount proceeding under IC 
3-12-11; or 
(2) Contest proceeding under IC 
3-12-11; is stayed until the state re­
count commission has rendered a final 
determination. [P.L.7-1986, § 18; 
P.L.3-1987, § 395.] 

3-12-10-18. Judicial review of final 
determinations of commission - Rem­
edies. - Any party to a final determina­
tion of the state recount commission con­
cerning a nomination subject to IC 3-12-11 
or election to a state office other than 
governor or lieutenant governor may file a 
petition with the Marion County circuit 
court for judicial review of the determina­
tion no later than noon thirty (30) days 
after notice of the determination is served 
on the party. If the court finds that a party 
has been substantially prejudiced by com­
mission action that is: 

(1) Arbitrary, capricious, an abuse of 
discretion, or otherwise not in accor­
dance with law; 
(2) Contrary to constitutional right, 
power, privilege, or immunity; 
(3) In excess of statutory jurisdiction, 
authority, or limitations, or short of 
statutory right; or 
(4) Without observance of procedure 
required by law; 

the court may set aside the final determi­
nation of the commission. The court may 
remand the case to the commission for 
further proceedings and compel commis­
sion action that has been unreasonably 
delayed or unlawfully withheld. 
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[P.L.7-1986, § 18; P.L.3-1987, § 396; 
P.L.10-1988, § 166.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 11 

RECOUNT PROCEDURES FOR 
FEDERAL,STATE, AND 
LEGISLATIVE OFFICES 

3-12-11-1. Candidate entitled to recount. 
3-12-11-2. Verified petition required. 
3-12-11-3. Contents of petition. 
3-12-11-4. Cross-petition for recount. 
3-12-11-5. Effect of failure to file cross-petition or 

answer to petition. 
3-12-11-6. Cross-petition requirements. 
3-12-11-7. Amendment of petition or cross-petition. 
3-12-11-8. Joint petition for recount. 
3-12-11-9. Issuance afnatice by secretary of state -

Service of notice - Return of 
service. 

3-12-11-10. Cash deposit for payment of costs by 
peti tioner. 

3-12-11-11. Cash deposit by cross-petitioner or oppos­
ing candidate seeking to become 
party. 

3-12-11-12. Granting of petitions and cross-petitions 
- Ordering recount. 

3-12-11-13. Consolidated recount. 
3-12-11-14. Precincts encompassed in recount. 
3-12-11-15. Mailing of certified copy of order of 

recount or contest to opposing 
candidates - Charge to peti­
tioner. 

3-12-11-16. Impounding ballots, voting machines, 
voting systems and voting mate­
rials. 

3-12-11-17. Hearing - Conduct of recount - Con­
duct of contest. 

3-12-11-17.5. Petition for manual recount - With­
drawal of petition. 

3-12-11-18. Certification of results - Filing - Eligi­
bility of candidate - Special elec­
tion. 

3-12-11-19. Prevailing recount certificate - Eviden­
tiary value of certified copy of 
recount certificate. 

3-12-11-20. Recount for offices of governor and lieu­
tenant governor - Transmission 
of certified statements of results. 

3-12-11-21. Recount for legislative office - Trans­
mission of certified statements of 
results. 

3-12-11-22. Certified statements of results not deter­
minative of eligibility of candi­
date for office. 

3-12-11-23. Recount - Vote tabulation. 
3-12-11-24. Entitlement to certificate of election or 

commission for office. 
3-12-11-25. Certification of eligible candidate. 

3-12-11-1. Candidate entitled to re-
count. - Any candidate: 

(1) In a presidential primary election; 
(2) For nomination to a federal, state, 
or legislative office in a primary elec­
tion; or 
(3) For a federal, state, or legislative 
office; 

is entitled to have the votes cast for that 
office recounted under this chapter. A 
recount may be conducted in one (1) or 
more of the precincts in which votes were 
cast for the office. [P.L.7-1986, § 19; 
P.L.1D-1988, § 167.] 

3-12-11-2. Verified petition re-
quired, - A candidate who desires: 

(1) A recount of votes cast for a nomi­
nation or election subject to this chap­
ter; or 
(2) To contest a nomination subject to 
this chapter or the election of a state 
office other than governor or lieuten­
ant governor; 

must file a verified petition with the 
secretary of state no later than noon seven 
(7) days after election day. [P.L.7-1986, 
§ 19; P.L.3-1987, § 397; P.L.10-1988, 
§ 168.] 

3-12-11-3, Contents of petition, -
(a) Each petition for a recount filed under 
section 2 [IC 3-12-11-2] of this chapter 
must state the following: 

(1) The office for which the petitioner 
desires a recount. 
(2) The precincts in which the peti­
tioner desires a recount. 
(3) That the petitioner was a candi­
date for nomination or election to the 
office and that the nomination or 
election to office was voted upon in the 
precincts specified. 
(4) The name and address of the peti­
tioner's opposing candidate or candi­
dates. 
(5) That the petitioner in good faith 
believes that the votes cast for nomi­
nation or election to the office at the 
election in the precincts were not 
correctly counted and returned. 
(6) That the petitioner desires a re­
count of all of the votes cast for 
nomination or election to the office in 
the precincts specified. 

(b) Each petition for a contest filed 
under section 2 of this chapter must state 
the following: 

(1) The nomination or election to of­
fice that the petitioner contests. 
(2) That the petitioner was a candi­
date at the election for the nomination 
or election to office. 
(3) The name and address of each of 
the petitioner's opposing candidates. 
(4) That the petitioner in good faith 
believes that: 

(A) The person declared nominated 
or elected does not comply with a 
constitutional or statutory require­
ment applicable to a candidate for 
the office; or 
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(B) A mistake was made in the 
printing or distribution of ballots 
that makes it impossible to deter­
mine which candidate received the 
highest number of votes cast in the 
election. 

(c) A petition s~ating that the petitioner 
beheves that a mIstake in the printing or 
distribution of ballots has occurred must 
identify each precinct in which ballots: 

(1) Containing the printing mistake; 
or 
(2) Distributed by mistake; 

were cast. lP.L.7-1986, § 19; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 398; P.L.10-1988, § 169', P.L.1O-1989 
§ 15.) , 

3-12-11-4. Cross-petition for re­
count. - A candidate who is nominated or 
elected to an office at an election on the 
fac,: of the electi~n returns may file a 
verIfied cross-petItIOn for a recount with 
the secretary of state no later than noon 
ten (10) days after election day. 
[P.L.7-1986, § 19; P.L.3-1987, § 399; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 170.) 

3-12-11-5. Effect of failure to file 
cross-petition or answer to petition. -
The failure to file either a cross-petition or 
an answer to a petition for a recount or 
contest does not: 

(1) Constitute an admission of the 
truth of the allegations of the petition; 
or 
(2) Imply a presumption in favor of 
the petition. 

[P.L.7-1986, § 19; P.L.3-1987, § 400.) 

3-12-11-6. Cross-petition require-
ments. - Each cross-petition filed under 
sectIOn 4 [IC 3-12-11-4) of this chapter 
must state the following: 

(1) The office for which the cross-peti­
tioner desires a recount. 
(2) The precincts in which the cross­
petitioner desires a recount. 
(3) That the cross-petitioner was a 
candidate at the election for nomina­
tion or election to the office and that 
the nomination or election to office 
was voted upon in the precincts speci­
fied. 
(4) The name and address of the cross­
petitioner's opposing candidate or can­
dIdates. 
(5) That the cross-petitioner in good 
faith believes that the votes cast for 
nomination or election to the office at 
the election in the precincts were not 
correctly counted and returned. 
(6) That the cross-petitioner desires a 
recount of all of the votes cast for 
nomination or election to the office in 

the precincts specified. lP.L.7-1986, 
§ 19; P.L.1O-1988, § 171.) 

3-12-11-7. Amendment of petition or 
cross-petition. - The state recount com­
Il.lission may allow a petition or cross-peti­
tIOn to be amended at any time upon the 
terms and conditions that the state re­
count commission orders. However the 
commission may not allow a candidate 
who filed a petition or cross-petition to 
amend the petitio,:, or cross-petition by 
strIkm~ a precmct m which the candidate 
had deSIred a recount unless each opposing 
candIdate consents to the amendment. 
[P.L.7-1986, § 19; P.L.3-1987, § 401.) 

3-12-11-8. Joint petition for recount. 
- Two (2) or more candidates for the same 
or a different office nominated or elected at 
the same election may join in a petition for 
a recount or contest. [P.L.7-1986 § 19' 
P.L.10-1988, § 172.) " 

3-12-11-9. Issuance of notice by sec· 
retary of state - Service of notice -
Return of service. - Upon the filing of a 
petition for a recount or contest, the secre­
tary of state shall issue a notice of the 
filing and pendency of the ~etition to each 
opposmg candIdate and deliver the notice 
to the state police department. The state 
police department shall immediately serve 
the notIce upon each opposing candidate in 
person or by leaving a copy at the last and 
usual place of residence. The state police 
department shall make immediate return 
of the service. [P.L.7-1986 § 19' 
P.L.3-1987, § 402.) " 

3·12·11·10. Cash deposit for pay­
ment of costs by petitioner. - Each 
petItIoner shall furnish a cash deposit for 
the payment of costs of the recount charge­
able to the petitioner. The minimum 
amount of the cash deposit is one hundred 
dollars ($100). If the number of precincts 
to be recounted exceeds ten (10) the 
amount of the deposit shall be increa;ed by 
ten dollars ($10) for each precinct in excess 
of teI,I (10). Any unexpended balance re­
mammg m a deposit after payment of the 
costs of the recount chargeable to the 
petItIoner shall be returned to the deposi­
tor. [P.L.7-1986, § 19.) 

3:1~-11-11. Cash. deposit by cross· 
petitioner or opposmg candidate seek­
I~g to become party. - If a cross-peti­
tIon IS filed under this chapter, the cross­
petItIoner shall furnish a cash deposit 
equal to ten dollars ($10) multiplied by the 
number of precmcts that the cross-peti-
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tioner seeks to have recounted. 
[P.L.7-1986, § 19; P.L.3-1987, § 403.] 

3-12-11-12. Granting of petitions 
and cross-petitions - Ordering re­
count. - (a) The state recount commis­
sion shall grant the petitions and cross­
petitions that have been filed and order 
the recount of the votes in the precincts 
upon: 

(1) The filing of a petition and cash 
deposit or bond under this chapter; 
(2) The expiration of the period under 
section 4 [IC 3-12-11-4] of this chapter 
for filing a cross-petition; and 
(3) Proof of service of all notices. 

(b) Whenever a petition filed under sec­
tion 2 [IC 3-12-11-2] of this chapter re­
quests a recount in all precincts in the 
election district, the state recount commis­
sion may order a recount in the precincts 
upon: 

(1) The filing of a cash deposit or bond 
under this chapter; and 
(2) Proof of service of all notices. 

(c) The state recount commission shall 
grant a petition for a contest that has been 
filed and order a contest proceeding upon: 

(1) The filing of a petition under this 
chal'ter; and 
(2) Proof of service of all notices. 

[P.L.7-1986, § 19; P.L.3-1987, § 404.] 

3-12-11-13. Consolidated recount. -
If there is a consolidation of petitions and 
cross-petitions, the state recount commis­
sion shall by consolidated order grant the 
consolidated petitions and cross-petitions 
and order a consolidated recount of all 
votes in each precinct in the county re­
quested in the petitions and cross-peti­
tions. [P.L.7-1986, § 19.] 

3-12-11-14. Precincts encompassed 
in recount. - The state recount commis­
sion shall conduct a recount in each pre­
cinct designated in a petition or cross­
petition granted under this chapter. The 
commission may conduct a recount in any 
precinct that cast votes for an office that is 
the subject of a recount under this chapter. 
[P.L.7-1986, § 19; P.L.3-1987, § 405.] 

3-12-11-15. Mailing of certified copy 
of order of recount or contest to oppos­
ing candidates - Charge to petitioner. 
- On the day when the order of a recount 
or contest proceeding is made and entered 
by the state recount commission, the secre­
tary of state shall send a certified copy of 
the order by certified mail to each oppos­
ing candidate named in the petition at the 
address stated in the petition, if a petition 
was filed, at the candidate's last known 

address. The secretary of state shall 
charge the cost of mailing the order to the 
petitioner. [P.L.7-1986, § 19; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 406.] 

3-12-11-16. Impounding ballots, vot­
ing machines, voting systems and vot­
ing materials. - The state recount com­
mission may by order impound and pro­
vide for the protection of the following: 

(1) All ballots, voting machines, and 
electronic voting systems used at the 
election for casting votes in the pre­
cincts. 
(2) All tally sheets relating to the 
votes cast for the office. 
(3) All poll lists of persons registered 
by the poll clerks as having voted for 
the office. [P.L.7-1986, § 19; 
P.L.3-1987, § 407.] 

3-12-11-17. Hearing - Conduct of 
recount - Conduct of contest. - (a) 
After a recount is ordered under section 12 
[IC 3-12-11-12] of this chapter, the state 
recount commission or its designee shall 
convene at a place fixed by order of the 
state recount commission and expedi­
tiously complete the recount of all votes 
ordered recounted. Each candidate affected 
by the recount may have a watcher 
present at the recount and may also be 
present in person. Representatives of the 
media may also attend the recount. 

(b) At least two (2) days after a contest 
proceeding is ordered under section 12 of 
this chapter, the state recount commission 
or its designee shall convene at a place 
fixed by order of the state recount commis­
sion and conduct a hearing on the contest 
petition. Each candidate affected by the 
contest may be present in person. Repre­
sentatives of the media may also attend 
the hearing. [P.L.7-1986, § 19; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 408.] 

3-12-11-17.5. Petition for manual re­
count - Withdrawal of petition. - (a) 
A petition or cross-petition filed under this 
chapter may request that ballot cards in 
specified precincts that used a ballot card 
voting system be counted manually. If a 
petition or cross-petition includes such a 
request, automatic tabulating machines 
may not be used to count ballot cards in 
the specified precincts. Ballot cards in 
those precincts shall be counted manually, 
and the tabulation of votes must comply 
with IC 3-11-7. 

(b) A petitioner or cross-petitioner may 
withdraw a request for a manual recount 
of ballot cards at any time after the state 
board of accounts conducts a test of the 
automatic tabulating machines to ascer-
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tain that the machines will correctly count 
the votes cast for the office that is the 
subject of the recount. [P.L.3-1987, § 409; 
P.L.10-1988, § 173.] 

3-12-11-18. Certification of results 
- Filing - Eligibility of candidate -
Special election. - (a) When a recount is 
completed by the state recount commission 
or its designee, the commission shall: 

(1) Make and sign a certificate show­
ing the total number of votes received 
in the precincts by each candidate for 
nomination or election to the office; 
(2) State in its certificate the candi­
date who received the highest number 
of votes in the precincts for nomina­
tion or election to the office and by 
what plurality; and 
(3) File its certificate with the secre­
tary of state. 

(b) When a contest proceeding in which 
a candidate is alleged to be ineligible is 
completed by the state recount commission 
or its designee, the commission shall make 
a final determination concerning the eligi­
bility of the candidate for nomination or 
election to the office. 

(c) If the state recount commission or its 
designee determines that a mistake was 
made in the printing or distribution of 
ballots that makes it impossible to deter­
mine which candidate received the highest 
number of votes cast, the commission shall 
order that a special election be conducted 
under IC 3-10-8 in the precincts identified 
in the petition in which the court deter­
mines Lnat ballots: 

(1) Containing the printing mistake; 
or 
(2) Distributed by mistake; 

were cast. [P.L.7-1986, § 19; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 410; P.L.1O-1988, § 174; P.L.10-1989, 
§ 16.] 

3-12-11-19. Prevailing recount cer­
tificate - Evidentiary value of certi­
fied copy of recount certificate. - Ex­
cept in recount proceedings for an election 
to the offices of governor and lieutenant 
governor and legislative offices, a recount 
certificate made under section 18 [IC 
3-12-11-18] of this chapter supersedes all 
previous returns made in any form of the 
recounted votes. A certified copy of a 
recount certificate constitutes prima facie 
evidence of the votes cast for nomination 
or election to the office in the precincts in 
any proceeding in which there is an issue 
as to the votes cast at the election for the 
nomination or election to office. 
[P.L.7-1986, § 19; P.L.3-1987, § 411; 
P.L.10-1988, § 175.] 

3-12-11-20. Recount for offices of 
governor and lieutenant governor -
Transmission of certified statements of 
results. - On the day following the 
completion of a recount for the election to 
the offices of governor and lieutenant 
governor, the secretary of state shall pre­
pare two (2) certified statements under the 
secretary of state's seal showing the total 
number of votes that each candidate re­
ceived. The secretary of state shall trans­
mit the statements to: 

(1) The speaker of the house of repre­
sentatives; and 
(2) The president pro tempore of the 
senate; 

on the first session day in January of the 
regular session of the general assembly. 
[P.L.7-1986, § 19; P.L.1O-1988, § 176.] 

3-12-11-21. Recount for legislative 
office - Transmission of certified 
statements of results. - (a) A recount for 
election to a legislative office shall be 
completed before December 20 after the 
election. 

(b) Before December 20 after the elec­
tion, the secretary of state shall prepare 
two (2) certified statements showing the 
total number of votes that each candidate 
received. The secretary of state shall 
transmit one (1) statement to the candi­
date receiving the highest number of votes 
for the office. Before December 20 after the 
election, the secretary of state shall deliver 
the other statement to the presiding officer 
of the house in which the successful candi­
date is to be seated. 

(c) The statement shall be referred by 
the presiding officer for such action as that 
house considers appropriate. [P.L.7-1986, 
§ 19; P.L.1O-1988, § 177; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 218.] 

3-12-11-22. Certified statements of 
results not determinative of eligibility 
of candidate for office. - A statement of 
the secretary of state prepared under sec­
tion 20 or 21 [IC 3-12-11-20 or 3-12-11-21] 
of this chapter does not determine the 
eligibility of a candidate for office but is 
prepared only for the purpose of referring 
the information to the proper authorities. 
[P.L.7-1986, § 19.] 

3-12-11-23. Recount - Vote tabula-
tion. - If a recount is made: 

(1) In a presidential primary election; 
(2) For nomination to a federal, state, 
or legislative office in a primary elec­
tion; 
(3) In an election to a federal office; or 
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(4) In an election to a state office 
other than governor and lieutenant 
governor; 

the secretary of state shall determine 
whether the votes in the precincts shown 
by the recount certificate differ from the 
votes that were tabulated by any county 
election board. If the secretary of state 
previously included in a tabulation the 
votes cast for the office as returned by the 
county election board, the secretary of 
state shall correct the tabulation in accor­
dance with the certificate. [P.L.7-1986, 
§ 19; P.L.I0-1988, § 178; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 219.] 

3-12-11-24. Entitlement to certifi­
cate of election or commission for of­
fice. - The candidate shown by a cor­
rected vote tabulation under section 23 [IC 
3-12-11-23] of this chapter to have received 
the highest number of votes for nomina­
tion or election to an office is entitled to a 
certificate of nomination, certificate of 
election, or commission for the office even 
though one may have been issued upon a 
previous tabulation. [P.L.7-1986, § 19; 
P.L.I0-1988, § 179.] 

3-12-11-25. Certification of eligible 
candidate. - Whenever the commission 
makes a final determination under section 
18 IIC 3-12-11-18] of this chapter that the 
candidate who is subject to a contest 
proceeding is not eligible to serve in the 
office to which the candidate is nominated 
or elected, the candidate who received the 
second highest number of votes for the 
office is entitled to a certificate of nomina­
tion or certificate of election even though a 
certificate may have been issued to an­
other candidate upon the tabulation of the 
votes. [P.L.3-1987, § 412; P.L.10-1988, 
§ 180.] 

CHAPTER 12 

RECOUNT PROCEDURES FOR PUBLIC 
QUESTIONS 

SECTION. 
3-12-12-1. Voter entitlement to recount. 
3-12-12-2. Petition filing procedures. 
3-12-12-3. Petition contents. 
3-12-12-4. Petition signatures. 
3-12-12-5. Cash deposit or bond. 
3-12-12-6. Failure to make cash deposit. 
3-12-12-7. Two or more petitions in one county. 
3-12-12-8. Petitions from two or more counties. 
3-12-12-9. Recount order - Recount commission. 
3-12-12-10. Consolidated recount order. 
3-12-12-11, Recount commission members. 
3-12-12-12. Compensation of recount commission 

members. 
3-12-12-13. Certified copy of recount order. 

SECTION. 

3·12·12-14. Court-ordered impoundment and protec· 
tion - Superseding orders - Ex· 
ception to impoundment. 

3-12-12-15. Copies of election material. 
3-12-12·16. Availability of election material to com­

mission. 
3-12-12-17. Location of recount - Watcher and me-

dia. 
3-12-12-18. Manual counting request. 
3-12-12-19. Recount certificate. 
3-12-12-20. Certificate supersedes previous returns. 
3-12-12-21. Appeal to circuit court. 
3-12-12-22. Certificate of corrected votes in two or 

more counties. 
3-12-12-23. Immediate transmittal of certificate to 

secretary of state - Issuance of 
certificate of approval or rejec­
tion. 

3-12·12-24. (Repealed.] 
3·12-12-25. Certificate of corrected votes in one 

county. 
3-12-12-26. Transmittal of certificate to county elec­

tion board - Issuance of certifi­
cate of approval or rejection. 

3-12-12-1. Voter entitlement to re­
count. - Any voter in an election district 
is entitled to have the votes cast on a 
public question in that election district 
recounted under this chapter. A recount 
may be conducted in one (1) or more of the 
precincts in which votes were cast for the 
public question. [P.L.1O-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-2. Petition filing proce­
dures. - A voter who desires a recount 
under this chapter must file a verified 
petition no later than noon seven (7) days 
after election day. The petition must be 
filed: 

(1) In the circuit court of each county 
in which is located a precinct in which 
the voter desires a recount; and 
(2) With the secretary of state. 

[P.L.1O-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-3. Petition contents. - Each 
petition filed under section 2 [IC 3-12-12-2] 
of this chapter must state the following: 

(1) The public question for which the 
petitioner desires a recount. 
(2) The precincts within the county in 
which the petitioner desires a recount. 
(3) That the petitioner voted on the 
public question in the election. 
(4) That the petitioner in good faith 
believes that the votes cast on the 
public question at the election in the 
precincts were not correctly counted 
and returned. 
(5) That the petitioner desires a re­
count of all the votes cast on the public 
question in the precincts specified. 
[P.L.I0-1988, § 181.] 
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3-12-12-4_ Petition signatures_ 
The petition filed under section 2 [IC 
3-12-12-2] of this chapter must also be 
signed by a number of voters within the 
election district that voted on the public 
question equal to at least ten percent 
(10%) of the voters who cast ballots on the 
\>ublic question in the election. 
[P.L.I0-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-5. Cash deposit or bond. -
Each petition filed under section 2 [IC 
3-12-12-2] of this chapter must be accom­
panied by a cash deposit or a bond with 
corporate surety to the approval of the 
court for the payment of all costs of the 
recount. The minimum amount of the cash 
deposit or bond is one hundred dollars 
($100). If the number of precincts to be 
recounted exceeds ten (10), then the 
amount ofthe deposit shall be increased by 
ten dollars ($10) for each precinct in excess 
of ten (10). Any unexpended balance re­
maining in a deposit after payment of all 
costs of the recount shall be returned to 
the depositor. [P.L.tO-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-6. Failure to make cash de­
posit. - If a cash deposit was not made as 
required by section 5 [IC 3-12-12-5] of this 
chapter, the petitioners shall pay to the 
circuit court clerk within ten (10) days 
after the recount is completed all costs of 
the recount. [P.L.I0-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-7. Two or more petitions in 
one county. - If more than one (1) 
petition is filed under section 2 [IC 
3-12-12-2] of this chapter in one (1) county 
requesting a recount of votes cast on a 
public question in a precinct in that 
county, the circuit court of the county shall 
consolidate all petitions under the first 
petition filed. [P.L.tO-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-8. Petitions from two or 
more counties. - If petitions are filed 
under section 2 [IC 3-12-12-2] of this 
chapter in more than one (1) county, the 
circuit court of the county casting, on the 
face of the election returns, the highest 
number of votes on the public question 
shall assume jurisdiction over all petitions 
concerning the public question. 
[P.L.10-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-9. Recount order - Recount 
commission. - Upon the filing of a 
petition and bond under this chapter, the 
court shall grant the petitions that have 
been filed and order the recount of votes in 
the precincts by appointing a recount 
commission. [P.L.10-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-10. Consolidated recount or­
der. - If there is a consolidation of 
petitions, the court shall by consolidated 
order grant the consolidated petitions and 
order a consolidated recount of all votes on 
the public question in all precincts in the 
counties requested in the petitions. 
[P.L.10-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-11. Recount commission 
members. - (a) A recount commission 
consists of three (3) persons. 

(b) Two (2) members of the commission 
must be voters who: 

(1) Are members of different major 
political parties of the state; and 
(2) Were qualified to vote at the elec­
tion in a county in which the election 
district that voted on the public ques­
tion is located. 

(c) This subsection applies to a recount 
commission conducting a recount of an 
election in which only paper ballots were 
used. The third member of the commission 
must be a person who: 

(1) Is a member of a major political 
party of the state; and 
(2) Was qualified to vote at the elec­
tion in a county in which the election 
district that voted on the public ques­
tion is located. 

(d) This subsection applies to a recount 
of an election in which a voting method 
other than only paper ballots was used. 
The third member of the commission must 
be a competent mechanic who is familiar 
with the voting machines, ballots card 
voting systems, or electronic voting sys­
tems used in that election. The mechanic 
is not required to be qualified to vote at 
the election in a county in which the 
election district that voted on the public 
question is located. [P.L.10-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-12. Compensation of re­
count commission members. - Each 
member of a recount commission is enti­
tled to a per diem not to exceed one 
hundred dollars ($100) for each day actu­
ally engaged in making the recount. The 
judge of the court having jurisdiction over 
the recount shall fix the compensation 
paid .under this section. [P.L.tO-1988, 
§ 181, P.L.4-1991, § 120.] 

3-12-12-13. Certified copy of re­
count order. - On the day when the 
order of a recount is made and entered by 
the court, the circuit court clerk shall send 
a certified copy of the order by certified 
mail to the first name on each retition 
filed under section 2 [IC 3-12-12-2 of this 
chapter at the address stated in the peti­
tion. The clerk shall charge the cost of 
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mailing the order to each petitioner. 
IP.L.10-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-14. Court-ordered impound­
ment and protection - Superseding 
orders - Exception to impoundment. 
- (a) A court ordering a recount under 
this chapter shall by order impound and 
provide for the protection of the following: 

(1) All ballots, voting, machines, and 
electronic voting systems used at the 
election for casting votes in the pre­
cincts. 
(2) All tally sheets relating to the 
votes cast on the public question. 
(3) All poll lists of persons registered 
by the poll clerks as having voted on 
the public question. 

(b) An order issued by the state recount 
commission under IC 3-12-10 supersedes 
an order issued by a court under this 
section to the extent that the orders con­
flict. The state recount commission shall 
assist a court acting under this section to 
the extent that the ability of the state 
recount commission to preserve the integ­
rity of election records or equipment is not 
hindered. 

(c) An impoundment order issued under 
subsection (a) may not prevent a circuit 
court clerk or board of registration from 
copying election material other than bal­
lots if the clerk or board copies the mate­
rial under the supervision of a person 
designated by the court. [P.L.1O-1988, 
§ 181.] 

3-12-12-15. Copies of election mate­
rial. - A circuit court clerk or board of 
registration may use a copy made under 
section 14 [IC 3-12-12-14] of this chapter 
instead of an original subject to an im­
poundment order under that section until 
the court orders the release of the original. 
rp.L.1O-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-16. Availability of election 
material to commission. - A court act­
ing under section 14 [IC 3-12-12-14] of this 
chapter shall make the ballots, voting 
machines, electronic voting systems, tally 
sheets, and poll lists available to the 
recount co, mmission appointed under this 
chapter. [P.L.10-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-17. Location of recount -
Watcher and media. - (a) After a re­
count is ordered under section 9 [IC 
3-12-12-9] of this chapter, the recount 
commission shall convene at a place fixed 
by order of the court and expeditiously 
complete the recount of all votes ordered 
recounted. 

(b) The petitioners may designate a 
watcher to be present at the recount and 
may also be present in person. Representa­
tives of the media may also attend the 
recount. [P.L.10-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-18. Manual counting re­
quest. - (a) A petition filed under this 
chapter may request that ballot cards in 
specified precincts that used a ballot card 
voting system be counted manually. If a 
petition includes such a request, the re­
count commission may not use automatic 
tabulating machines to count ballot cards 
in the specified precincts. Ballot cards in 
those precincts shall be counted manually, 
and the tabulation of votes must comply 
with IC 3-11-7. 

(b) A petitioner may withdraw a request 
for a manual recount of ballot cards at any 
time after the recount commission con­
ducts a test of the automatic tabulating 
machines to ascertain that the machines 
will correctly count the votes cast on the 
public question that is the subject of the 
recount. [P.L.1O-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-19. Recount certificate. -
When a recount is completed by a recount 
commission appointed under this chapter, 
the commission shall: 

(1) Make and sign a certificate show­
ing the total number of votes received 
in the precincts on the public question; 
(2) State in its certificate whether 
affirmative or negative votes received 
the highest number of votes in the 
precincts on the public question and 
by what plurality; and 
(3) File its certificate with the circuit 
court clerk. The clerk shall enter the 
certificate in the order book of the 
court. [P.L.10-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-20. Certificate supersedes 
previous returns. - A recount certificate 
made under section 19 [IC 3-12-12-19] of 
this chapter supersedes all previous re­
turns made in any form of the recounted 
votes. A certified copy of a recount certifi­
cate constitutes prima facie evidence of the 
votes cast on the public question in the 
precincts in any contest or other proceed­
mg in which there is an issue as to the 
votes cast at the election on the public 
question. [P.L.10-1988, § 181.] 

3-12-12-21. Appeal to circuit court. 
- The determination of a recount commis­
sion under section 19 [IC 3-12-12-19] of 
this chapter is final, although an appeal 
may be taken to the circuit court that 
appointed the commission. [P.L.10-1988, 
§ 181.] 
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3-12-12-22. Certificate of corrected 
votes in two or more counties. - If a 
recount is made for a public question for 
which votes were cast in more than one (1) 
county, each circuit court clerk where the 
recount was made shall determine 
whether the votes in the precincts shown 
by the recount certificate differ from the 
votes that were tabulated by the county 
election board. If a circuit court clerk finds 
that there is a difference between the votes 
shown by the recount certificate and the 
votes tabulated by the county election 
board, the clerk shall prepare a certificate 
showing the total vote in the county for 
and against the public question as cor­
rected in accordance with the recount 
certificate. [P.L.10-1988, § 181; 
P.L.3-1993, § 220.) 

3-12-12-23. Immediate transmittal of 
certificate to secretary of state - Issu­
ance of certificate of approval or rejec­
tion. - (a) This section applies to a 
recount of: 

(1) A public question concerning the 
ratification of a state constitutional 
amendment or the retention of a jus­
tice or judge; or 
(2) Another public question voted on 
by the electorate of the entire state. 

(b) A circuit court clerk shall immedi­
ately transmit a certificate prepared under 
section 22 [IC 3-12-12-22] of this chapter to 
the secretary of state. 

(c) Upon tabulation of the returns under 
this section, the secretary of state shall 
issue a certificate declaring the public 
question approved or rejected. 
[P.L.10-1988, § 181; P.LA-1991, § 121.] 

3-12-12-24. [Repealed.) 

3-12-12-25. Certificate of corrected 
votes in one county. - If a recount is 
made for a public question on which votes 
were cast only in a single county, the 
circuit court clerk shall determine 
whether the votes shown by the recount 
certificate differ from the votes that were 
tabulated by the county election board. If 
the circuit court clerk finds that there is a 
difference between the votes shown by the 
recount certificate and the votes tabulated 
by the county election board, the clerk 
shall prepare a certificate showing the 
total vote for and against the public ques­
tion as corrected in accordance with the 
recount certificate. [P.L.1O-1988, § 181; 
P.L.3-1993, § 221.] 

3-12-12-26. Transmittal of certifi­
cate to county election board - Issu­
ance of certificate of approval or rejec-

tion. - (a) This section applies to a 
recount of votes cast on a local public 
question. 

(b) The circuit court clerk shall trans­
mit the certificate prepared under section 
22 or 25 [IC 3-12-12-22 or 3-12-12-251 of 
this chapter to the county election board of 
the county having the greatest percentage 
of population of the election district voting 
on the public question. 

(c) Upon tabulation of the returns under 
this section, the county election board 
shall issue a certificate declaring the pub­
lic question approved or rejected. 
[P.L.1O-1988, § 181; P.LA-1991, § 122.1 

CHAPTER. 

ARTICLE 13 

VACANCIES 

1. EARLY CANDIDATE VACANCIES, 3-13-1-1 
3-13·1-19. 

2. LATE CANDIDATE VACANCIES, 3-13-2-1 
3·13-2-10. 

3. VACANCIES IN FEDERAL OFFICES, 3-13-3-1, 
3·13-3-2. 

4. VACANCIES IN STATE OFFICES, 3-13-4-1 -

3·13·4-3. 
5. VACANCIES IN LEGISLATIVE OFFICES, 3-13-5-1 -

3·13·5-10. 
6. VACANCIES IN LocAL JUDICIAL AND CIRCUIT 

OFFICES, 3·13·6-1 - 3-13-6·3. 
7. VACANCIES IN COUNTY OFFICES NOT HELD BY A 

MAJOR PARTY, 3-13-7-1 - 3-13-7-6. 
B. VACANCIES IN CITY OFFICES NOT HELD BY A 

MAJOR PARTY, 3-13-8-1 - 3-13-8-13. 
9. VACANCIES IN TOWN OFFICES NOT HELD OR 

FILLED BY A MAJOR PARTY, 3-13-9-1 -

3-13-9·7. 
10. VACANCIES IN TOWNSHIP OFFICES NOT HELD BY A 

MAJOR PARTY, 3·13·10-1 - 3·13·10-8. 
11. CAUCUS PROCEDURE FOR FILLING VACANCIES IN 

CERTAIN LocAL OFFICES HELD BY MAJOR 

PARTIES, 3-13-11·1 - 3·13·11·19. 

CHAPTER 1 
EARLY CANDIDATE VACANCIES 

SECTION. 

3-13-1-1. Applicability. 
3-13-1-2. Vacancies on primary ballot not to be 

filled - Filling of resulting va­
cancies on following general or 
municipal election ballot. 

3-13-1-3. Filling of vacancies - UnitcJ States Sen­
ate - State offices. 

3-13-1-4. Filling of vacancies - United States 
House of Representatives. 

3-13-1-5. Filling of vacancies - State legislative 
offices. 

3-13-1-6. Filling of vacancies - Local offices. 
3-13-1-7. Filling of vacancies - Time. 
3-13-1-S. Meetings to fill vacancies - Chairman. 
3-13-1-9. Meetings to fill vacancies - Call. 
3-13-1-10. Meetings to fill vacancies - Eligibility of 

committeemen and vice commit­
teemen to participate. 
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SECTION. 

3-13-1-10.5. Appointment for vacancy. 
3~13-1-11. Meetings to fill vacancies - Voting. 
3-13-1-12. Meetings to fill vacancies - Tie votes. 
3-13-1-13. Special selection process for town offices. 
3-13-1-14. Consent to nomination - Qualification for 

candidacy. 
3-13-1-15. Chairman's certification of candidates se­

lected. 
3-13-1-16. Certification of candidates. 
3-13-1-16.5. Questions concerning validity of certifi-

cate. 
3-13-1-17. Vacancy caused by tie vote in primary. 
3-13-1-18. Vacancies in certain offices in town. 
3-13-1-19. Selection of defeated primary candidate to 

fill vacancies. 

3-13-1-1- Applicability_ - This chap­
ter applies to the filling of a candidate 
vacancy that arises for any reason if the 
vacancy leaves a political party without a 
candidate for the office and occurs before 
the thirtieth day before a general, special, 
or municipal election. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 413; P.L.4-1991, § 123.] 

3-13-1-2. Vacancies on primary bal­
lot not to be filled - Filling of resulting 
vacancies on following general or mu­
nicipal election ballot. - A candidate 
vacancy that exists on a primary election 
ballot may not be filled for the primary 
election. The resulting vacancy on the 
following general or municipal election 
ballot may be filled in the manner pre­
scribed by this chapter, but only if it is 
filled by noon August 1 before election 
day. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.3-1987, § 414; 
P.L.4-1991, § 124.] 

3-13-1-3. Filling of vacancies 
United States Senate - State offices. -
Except as provided in IC 3-10-8-7, a candi­
date vacancy for United States Senator or 
a state office shall be filled by the state 
committee of the political party. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.10-1989, § 17.] 

3-13-1-4. Filling of vacancies 
United States House of Representa­
tives. - A candidate vacancy for United 
States Representative shall be filled by a 
caucus comprised by the precinct commit­
teemen of the political party whose pre­
cincts are within the congressional dis­
trict. [P.L.5-1986, § 9.] 

3-13-1-5. Filling of vacancies 
State legislative offices. - A candidate 
vacancy for a legislative office shall be 
filled by a caucus comprised by the pre­
cinct committeemen and vice committee­
men of the political party whose precincts 
are within the senate or house district. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9.] 

3-13-1-6. Filling of vacancies - Lo­
cal offices. - (al Except as provided in 
subsection (b), a candidate vacancy for a 
local office shall be filled by: 

(1) A caucus comprised by the pre­
cinct committeemen and vice commit­
teemen who are eligible to participate 
under section 10 [IC 3-13-1-10] of this 
chapter; or 
(2) The county chairman of the politi­
cal party or a caucus comprised by all 
of the officers elected under IC 3-6-1-6 
for the county committee of the party, 
if: 

(A) Authorized to fill vacancies un­
der this chapter by majority vote of 
the county committee; and 
(B) The election district for the lo­
cal office is entirely within one (1) 
county. 

(b) A candidate vacancy for the office of 
circuit court judge or prosecuting attorney 
in a circuit having more than one (1) 
county shall be filled by a caucus com­
prised by the precinct committeemen and 
vice committeemen who constitute the 
county committees of the political party for 
all of the circuit. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 415; P.L.10-1988, § 182.1 

3-13-1-7. Filling of vacancies 
Time. - (a) Except as provided in subsec­
tion (b), action to fill a candidate vacancy 
under section 3, 4, 5, or 6 [IC 3-13-1-3, IC 
3-13-1-4, IC 3-13-1-5, or IC 3-13-1-6] of this 
chapter must be taken: 

(1) Before noon August 1, if the va­
cancy exists on a general or municipal 
election ballot; and 
(2) Within thirty (30) days after the 
occurrence of the vacancy. if the va­
cancy exists on a special election bal­
lot, subject to section 2 [IC 3-13-1-2] of 
this chapter. 

(b) This subsection applies to a candi-
date vacancy that exists due to: 

(1) The death of a candidate; 
(2) The withdrawal of a candidate 
who has moved from the election dis­
trict; 
(3) The disqualification of a candidate 
under IC 3-8-1-5; or 
(4) A court order issued under IC 
3-8-7-29(d); 

before the thirtieth day before a general, 
municipal, or special election. 

Action to fill a candidate vacancy under 
section 3, 4, 5, or 6 of this chapter must be 
taken within thirty (30) days after the 
occurrence of the vacancy. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 9; P.L.3-1987, § 416; P.L.10-1988, 
§ 183; P.L.4-1991, § 125; P.L.1-1993, 
§ 14.] 
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3-13-1-8- Meetings to fill vacancies 
- Chairman_ - A meeting under section 
7 [lC 3-13-1-7) of this chapter shall be 
called and chaired by: 

(1) The state chairman, or a person 
designated by the state chairman, for 
a caucus or committee acting under 
section 3, 4, 5, or 6(b) [IC 3-13-1-3, 
3-13-1-4, 3-13-1-5, or 3-13-1-6(b)) of 
this chapter; or 
(2) The county chairman of the county 
in which the greatest percentage of 
the population of the election district 
is located, for a caucus or committee 
acting under section 6(a) [IC 
3-13-1-6(a)) of this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.1O-1988, § 184; 
P.L.3-1989, § 14.) 

3-13-1-9. Meetings to fill vacancies 
- Call. - The call for a meeting under 
section 7 [IC 3-13-1-7) of this chapter 
must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the name of the chairman of 
the meeting; 
(3) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(4) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(5) Be sent by first class mail, at least 
ten (10) days before the meeting, to all 
persons eligible to particil'ate in the 
meetmg. [P.L.5-1986, § 9.J 

3-13-1-10. Meetings to fill vacancies 
- Eligibility of committeemen and vice 
committeemen to participate. - (a) To 
be eligible to participate in a meeting 
called under section 7 [IC 3-13-1-7) of this 
chapter, a precinct committeeman or vice 
committeeman must: 

(1) Be entitled to vote for the office for 
which a candidate is to be selected; 
and 
(2) If an appointed precinct commit­
teeman or vice committeeman, have 
been a committeeman or vice commit· 
teem an continuously for a period be­
ginning thirty (30) days before the 
vacancy occurred. 

(b) Subsection (a)(2) does not prohibit 
an appointed vice committeeman from 
participating in a meeting if: 

(1) The meeting to fill a vacancy is 
held within thirty-five (35) days after 
a primary election at which precinct 
committeemen are elected; and 
(2) The precinct committeeman repre­
senting the precinct of the appointed 
vice committeeman was elected pre­
cinct committeeman at the preceding 
primary election. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 417; P.L.1O-1988, § 185; 
P.L.5-1989, § 66.) 

3-13-1-10.5. Appointment for va­
cancy. - A person who wishes to be a 
candidate for aPl'ointment to fill a candi­
date vacancy under this chapter must file 
a declaration of candidacy with the chair­
man of the caucus at least seventy-two (72) 
hours before the time fixed for the caucus. 
[P.L.3-1993, § 222.) 

3-13-1-11. Meetings to fill vacancies 
- Voting. - (a) At a meeting called 
under section 7 [IC 3-13-1-7) of this chap­
ter, the eligible participants shall: 

(1) Establish the caucus rules of pro­
cedure, except as otherwise provided 
in this chapter; and 
(2) Select, by a majority vote of those 
casting a vote for a candidate, a per­
son to fill the candidate vacancy de­
scribed in the call for the meeting. 

(b) Voting by proxy is not allowed. If 
more than one (1) person seeks to fill the 
vacancy, the selection shall be conducted 
by secret ballot. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.8-1986; § 1; P.L.3-1993, § 223.) 

3-13-1-12. Meetings to fill vacancies 
- Tie votes. - If a tie vote occurs among 
participants acting under section 3, 4, 5, or 
6(b) [IC 3-13-1-3, 3-13-1-4, 3-13-1-5, or 
3-13-1-6(b)) of this chapter, the chairman 
of the meeting may cast the tiebreaking 
vote. If a tie vote occurs among partici­
pants acting under section 6(a) [lC 
3-13-1-6(a)) of this chapter, the county 
chairman may cast the tiebreaking vote. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9.) 

3-13-1-13. Special selection process 
for town offices. - If no person is eligible 
to participate in the filling of a candidate 
vacancy for a town office under section 6(a) 
[lC 3-13-1-6(a)) of this chapter, the county 
chairman entitled to call the meeting 
under section 8 [IC 3-13-1-8) of this chap­
ter shall appoint a voter of the town who 
shall appoint a person to fill the vacancy. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.10-1988, § 186.) 

3-13-1-14. Consent to nomination­
Qualification for candidacy. - The se­
lection of a person as a candidate under 
this chapter is not effective unless: 

(1) The person's written consent is 
obtained and filed: 

(A) In the office in which certifi­
cates and petitions of nomination 
must be filed; and 
(B) When the certificate is filed; 
and 

(2) The candidate has complied with 
any requirement under IC 3-8-1-33 to 
file a statement of economic interests. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.3-1987, § 418.) 
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3-13-1-15_ Chairman's certification 
of candidates selected. - (a) A county 
chairman filling a candidate vacancy un­
der section 6(a)(2) [IC 3-13-1-6(a)(2)] of 
this chapter or the chairman of a meeting 
filling a candidate vacancy under this 
chapter shall file a written certificate of 
candidate selection stating the name and 
address of each candidate selected to: 

(1) The secretary of state for a com­
mittee acting under section 3, 4, 5, or 
6(b) [IC 3-13-1-3, IC 3-13-1-4, IC 
3-13-1-5, or IC 3-13-1-6(b)] of this 
chapter or for a committee acting 
under section 6(a) [IC 3-13-1-6(a)] of 
this chapter to fill a candidate vacancy 
for the office of judge of a circuit court 
or prosecuting attorney; or 
(2) The circuit court clerk, for a com­
mittee acting under section 6(a) of this 
chapter to fill a candidate vacancy for 
a local office not described in subdivi­
sion (1). 

(b) The certificate required by subsec­
tion (a) shall be filed not more than three 
(3) days (excluding Saturdays and Sun­
days) after selection of the candidates. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.3-1987; § 419; 
P.L.3-1993, § 224.] 

3-13-1-16. Certification of candi­
dates. - The secretary of state shall 
furnish the circuit court clerk with a 
certified list of the name and address of 
each candidate selected under section 
15(1) [IC 3-13-1-15(1)] of this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.3-1987, § 420.] 

3-13-1-16.5. Questions concerning 
validity of certificate. - (a) All ques­
tions concerning the validity of a certifi­
cate of candidate selection filed with the 
secretary of state shall be referred to and 
determined by the state election board. 

(b) All questions concerning the validity 
of a certificate of candidate selection filed 
with a circuit court clerk shall be referred 
to and determined by the county election 
board. 

(c) The state election board or a county 
election board shall rule on the validity of 
the certificate of candidate selection not 
later than noon October 1 following the 
filing of the certificate. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 225.] 

3-13-1-17. Vacancy caused by tie 
vote in primary. - A candidate vacancy 
exists when a tie vote occurs for an office 
in a primary election. The candidate va­
cancy shall be filled under section 3, 4, 5, 
or 6 [IC 3-13-1-3, 3-13-1-4, 3-13-1-5, or 
3-13-1-6] of this chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 421.] 

3-13-1-18. Vacancies in certain of­
fices in town. - If a candidate vacancy 
occurs in a town subject to IC 3-8-5 for any 
office on the ticket of a political party 
whose candidates were selected by petition 
of nomination, the vacancy may be filled 
only as prescribed by this section. To fill 
the vacancy, the town chairman of the 
party must file a petition of nomination 
together with the consent required by 
section 14 [IC 3-13-1-14] of this chapter 
with the official with whom petitions of 
nomination must be filed. The petition 
must be filed by noon August 1. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.3-1987, § 422; 
P.L.5-1988, § 16.] 

3-13-1-19. Selection of defeated pri­
mary candidate to fill vacancies. - A 
person who was defeated in a primary 
election or in a town or state convention is 
eligible to be appointed by the political 
party that the person affiliated with by 
voting in the most recent primary election 
held by that party. The person selected 
may fill any vacancy on the party's ticket 
as a candidate in any general, municipal, 
or special election following that primary 
election or convention in which the va­
cancy occurred. However, a person is not 
disqualified from appointment under this 
section for not having voted in the most 
recent primary election if the appointee is 
certified as a member of that party by the 
county chairman for the county in which 
the appointee resides. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 423; P.L.3-1993, § 226.] 

CHAPTER 2 
LATE CANDIDATE VACANCIES 

SECTION. 
3-13-2-1. Applicability. 
3-13-2-2. Filling of vacancies - United States Sen­

ate - Stale offices. 
3-13-2-3. Filling of vacancies - United States 

House of Representatives. 
3-13-2-4. Filling of vacancies - State legislative 

offices. 
3-13-2-5. Filling of vacancies - Local offices. 
3-13-2-6. Filling of vacancies - Tie votes. 
3-13-2-7. Consent to nomination - Qualification of 

candidate. 
3-13-2-S. Certification of candidate selected. 
3-13-2-9. Certification of candidates. 
3-13-2-10. Selection of defeated primary candidates 

to fill vacancies. 

3-13-2-1. Applicability. - This chap­
ter applies to the filling of a candidate 
vacancy that exists due to the: 

(1) Death of a political party's candi­
date; 
(2) Withdrawal of a candidate who 
has moved from the election district; 
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(3) Disqualification of a candidate un­
der IC 3-8-1-5; or 
(4) Issuance of a court order under IC 
3-8-7-29(d); 

for nomination or election to an office at a 
general, municipal, or special election af­
ter the thirty-first day before a general, 
mu?icipal, or special electio? [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 9, P.L.1O-1988, § 187, P.LA-1991, 
§ 126.) 

3-13-2-2. Filling of vacancies 
United States Senate - State offices. -
A candidate vacancy for United States 
Senator or a state office shall be filled by 
aPI'0intment by the state chairman of the 
political party. [P.L.5-1986, § 9.) 

3-13-2-3. Filling of vacancies -
United States House of Representa­
tives. - A candidate vacancy for United 
States Representative shall be filled by 
appointment by the district chairman of 
the political party. [P.L.5-1986, § 9.) 

3-13-2-4. Filling of vacancies 
State legislative offices. - A candidate 
vacancy for a legislative office shall be 
filled by a majority vote of the county 
chairmen of the political party for all of 
the counties that have territory in the 
senate or house district. [P.L.5-1986, § 9.) 

3-13-2-5. Filling of vacancies - Lo­
cal offices. - (a) Except as provided in 
subsection (b), a candidate vacancy for a 
local office shall be filled by appointment 
by the county chairman of the political 
party of the county in which the greatest 
percentage of the population of the election 
district is located. 

(b) A candidate vacancy for the office of 
circuit court judge or prosecuting attorney 
in a circuit having more than one (1) 
county shall be filled by a majority vote of 
the county chairmen of the political party 
for all of the counties in the circuit. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.I0-1988, § 188.) 

3-13-2-6. Filling of vacancies - Tie 
votes. - If a tie vote occurs among a 
group of chairmen acting under section 4 
or 5(b) [IC 3-13-2-4 or 3-13-2-5(b») of this 
chapter, the state chairman may cast the 
tiebreaking vote. [P.L.5-1986, § 9.) 

3-13-2-7. Consent to nomination -
Qualification of candidate. - The selec­
tion of a person as a candidate under this 
chapter is not effective unless: 

(1) The person's written consent is 
obtained and filed: 

(A) In the office in which certifi­
cates and petitions of nomination 
must be filed; and 
(B) When the certificate is filed; 
and 

(2) The candidate has complied with 
any requirement under IC 3-8-1-33 to 
file a statement of economic interests. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.3-1987, § 424.) 

3-13-2-8. Certification of candidate 
selected. - The chairman or chairmen 
filling a candidate vacancy under this 
chapter shall immediately file a written 
certificate of candidate selection stating 
the name and address of each candidate 
selected to: 

(1) The secretary of state for one (1) or 
more chairmen acting under section 2, 
3, 4, or 5(b) [IC 3-13-2-2, 3-13-2-3, 
3-13-2-4, or 3-13-2-5(b») of this chapter 
or for a committee acting under sec­
tion 5(a) [IC 3-13-2-5(a)) of this chap­
ter to fill a candidate vacancy for the 
office of judge of a circuit court or 
prosecuting attorney; or 
(2) The circuit court clerk of the 
county in which the greatest percent­
age of the population of the election 
district is located, for a chairman 
acting under section 5(a) of this chap­
ter to fill a candidate vacancy for a 
local office not described in subdivi­
sion (1). [P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 425; P.L.I0-1988, § 189.) 

3-13-2-9. Certification of candi­
dates. - The secretary of state shall 
furnish each circuit court clerk of a county 
in which the election district is located 
with a certified list of the name and 
address of each candidate selected under 
section 8(1) [IC 3-13-2-8(1») of this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.3-1987, § 426; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 190.) 

3-13-2-10. Selection of defeated pri­
mary candidates to fill vacancies. - A 
person who was defeated in a primary 
election or in a town or state convention is 
eligible to be appointed by the person's 
own political party to fill any vacancy on 
the party's ticket as a candidate in any 
general, municipal, or special election fol­
lowing that primary election or conven­
tion. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.3-1987, § 427.) 

CHAPTER 3 

VACANCIES IN FEDERAL OFFICES 

SECTION. 
3-13-3-1. Senator. 
3-13-3-2. Representative. 
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3·13·3·1. Senator. - (a) A vacancy 
that occurs, other than by resignation, in 
the United States Senate shall be certified 
to the governor by the secretary of state. 

(b) The governor shall immediately fill 
a vacancy in the United States Senate by 
appointing a person possessing the qualifi· 
cations required under Article 1, Section 3, 
Clause 3 of the Constitution of the United 
States. The person appointed holds office 
until the next general election, when the 
vacancy shall be filled by the election of a 
Senator in a special election to hold office 
for the unexpired term. 

(c) If a vacancy in the United States 
Senate occurs after the last day on which 
notice of the special election can be pub· 
lished under IC 3·10·8·4, the person ap· 
pointed under subsection (b) holds office 
until the vacancy is filled in a special 
election held at the time of the next 
general election for which notice can be 
published under IC 3·10·8·4. [P.L.5·1986, 
§ 9; P.L.3·1987, § 428; P.L.10·1989, § 18.] 

3·13·3·2. Representative. - (a) A va· 
caney that occurs, other than by resigna. 
tion, in the United States House of Repre· 
sentatives shall be certified to the gover· 
nor by the circuit court clerk of the county 
in which the Representative resided. 

(b) A special election shall be held to fill 
a vacancy in the United States House of 
Representatives in accordance with IC 
3·10·8. [P.L.5·1986, § 9; P.L.3·1987, 
§ 429.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 4 

VACANCIES IN STATE OFFICES 

3-13-4-1. Governor - Lieutenant governor. 
3-13-4-2. Supreme court justice - Court of appeals 

judge - Tax court judge. 
3-13-4-3. Other state offices. 

3·13-4·1. Governor - Lieutenant 
governor. - A vacancy in the office of 
governor or lieutenant governor shall be 
filled as provided in Article 5, Section 10 of 
the Constitution of the State of Indiana. 
[P.L.5·1986, § 9.] 

3·13·4·2. Supreme court justice -
Court of appeals judge - Tax court 
judge. - A vacancy in the office of justice 
of the supreme court, judge of the court of 
appeals, or judge of the tax court shall be 
filled as provided in IC 33·2.1·4. 
[P.L.5·1986, § 9.] 

3·13·4·3. Other state offices. - (a) A 
vacancy that occurs, other than by resig-

nation, in a state office other than gover· 
nor, lieutenant governor, or a judicial 
office shall be certified to the governor by 
the circuit court clerk of the county in 
which the officer resided. 

(b) A vacancy in a state office other 
than governor, lieutenant governor, or a 
judicial office shall be filled by appoint. 
ment by the governor. The person who is 
appointed holds office for the remainder of 
the unexpired term and until a successor is 
elected and qualified. [P.L.5·1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 430.] 

CHAPTER 5 

VACANCIES IN LEGISLATIVE OFFICES 

SECTION. 

3-13-5-1. Filling by caucus. 
3-13-5-2. Caucus - Place - Date - Time -

Notice. 
3-13-5-3. Caucus - Presiding officer - Candidate 

filing requirements - Rules and 
procedure. 

3-13-5-4. Caucus - Persons entitled to vote. 
3-13-5-5. Voting - By proxy - By seeret ballot. 
3-13-5-6. Certification of person selected by state 

chairman. 
3-13-5-7. Certification of person selected by secre­

tary of state. 
3-13-5-8. Rights and term of person selected. 
3-13-5-9. Chapter applicable to vacancies declared 

by general assembly - Eligibility 
requirements of successor. 

3-13-5-10. Candidate ineligible to fill vacancies. 

3·13·5·l. Filling by caucus. - (a) A 
vacancy in a legislative office shall be 
filled by a caucus comprised by the pre· 
cinct committeemen from the senate or 
house district where the vacancy exists 
who represent the same political party 
that elected or selected the person who 
held the vacated seat. Within thirty (30) 
days after the vacancy occurs, the caucus 
shall meet and select a person to fill the 
vacancy by a majority vote of those casting 
a vote for a candidate, including vice 
committeemen eligible under proxies filed 
under section 5 [IC 3·13·5·5] of this chap· 
ter. The person selected must reside in the 
district where the vacancy occurred. 

(b) If a vacancy in a legislative office 
occurs while the general assembly is in 
session, the president pro tempore of the 
senate or the speaker of the house of 
representatives, as appropriate, shall no: 
tlfy the governor. [P.L.5·1986, § 9, 
P.L.8·1986, § 2; P.L.3·1987, § 431; 
P.L.lO·1988, § 191.] 

3·13·5·2. Caucus - Place - Date -
Time - Notice. - The state chairman of 
the political party that elected or selected 
the person who held the vacated seat shall 
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set the place, date, and time of a caucus 
meeting. The chairman shall send a notice, 
by first class mail, of the purpose, place, 
date, and time of the meeting to all 

r.recinct committeemen in the caucus at 
east ten (10) days before the meeting. 

[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.10-1988, § 192.] 

3-13-5-3. Caucus - Presiding offi­
cer - Candidate filing requirements -
Rules and procedure. - (a) The state 
chairman shall preside over a caucus 
meeting held under this chapter. 

(b) A person who desires to be a candi­
date to fill a vacancy under this chapter 
must file: 

(1) A declaration of candidacy with 
the chairman of the caucus; and 
(2) A statement of economic interests 
under IC 2-2.1-3-2 with the secretary 
of the senate or principal clerk of the 
house of representatives; 

at least seventy-two (72) hours before the 
time fixed for the caucus. 

(c) In addition to the procedures pre­
scribed by this chapter, the chairman and 
precinct committeemen may adopt rules of 
procedure that are necessa';"Y to conduct 
busmess. [P.L.5-1986, § 9, P.L.3-1987, 
§ 432.] 

3-13-5-4. Caucus - Persons entitled 
to vote. - Each precinct committeeman 
in a caucus meeting held under this chap­
ter has one (1) vote. A committeeman may 
not vote if the committeeman was not a 
committeeman at least thirty (30) days 
before the vacancy occurred. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 9.] 

3-13-5-5. Voting - By proxy - By 
secret ballot. - (a) Subject to subsection 
(b), voting by proxy is not allowed in a 
caucus meeting held under this chapter. 

(b) A precinct committeeman may des-
ignate a precinct vice committeeman who: 

(1) Is a member of the same political 
party that elected or selected the per­
son who vacated the office to be filled; 
(2) Is the vice committeeman for the 
committeeman's precinct; and 
(3) Has been a vice committeeman 
continuously for a period beginning 
thirty (30) days before the date the 
vacancy occurred; 

as the committeeman's proxy in a caucus 
meeting. To be effective, the designation 
must be filed with the chairman of the 
caucus meeting at least seventy-two (72) 
hours before the meeting. The chairman of 
the caucus meeting shall read the list of 
the persons eligible to vote under a proxy 
in the caucus meeting before any voting 
occurs. A proxy may not be revoked after it 

is filed with the chairman of the caucus 
meeting. 

(c) Voting shall be conducted by secret 
ballot, and IC 5-14-1.5-3(b) does not apply 
to this chapter. [P.L.5·1986, § 9; 
P.L.8-1986, § 3; P.L.10-1988, § 193.] 

3-13-5-6. Certification of person se­
lected by state chairman. - The state 
chairman shall certify the name of the 
person selected under section 1 [IC 
3-13-5-1] of this chapter to the president 
pro tempore of the senate or the speaker of 
the house of representatives, as appropri­
ate, who shall acknowledge receipt of the 
certification and immediately forward the 
certificate to the secretary of state. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9.] 

3-13-5-7. Certification of person se­
lected by secretary of state. - The 
secretary of state shall, within fourteen 
(14) days after receipt of the certification 
under section 6 [IC 3-13·5-6] of this chap­
ter, certify the person selected to fill the 
vacated seat. [P.L.5-1986, § 9.] 

3-13-5-8. Rights and term of person 
selected. - A person certified to fill a 
vacancy under this chapter has all the 
rights and duties of a member of the 
general assembly elected at a general 
election. The person serves for the remain­
der of the unexpired term. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 9.] 

3-13-5-9. Chapter applicable to va­
cancies declared by general assembly 
- Eligibility requirements of succes­
sor. - If a house of the general assembly 
determines that a person should not be 
seated as a member of that house because 
that person was ineligible to hold the seat 
for which a certificate of election has been 
issued by the secretary of state, the seat 
shall be filled under this chapter. A person 
selected to fill a vacant seat under this 
section must meet all requirements set 
forth in Article 4, Section 7 of the Consti· 
tution of the State ofIndiana as of the date 
of the general election for which the ineli­
gible person who was not seated received a 
certificate of election. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 433.] 

3-13-5-10. Candidates ineligible to 
fill vacancies. - The person who last 
held a vacated legislative office may not be 
a candidate for selection to fill a vacancy 
in that office under this chapter for the 
remainder of the term. [P.L.8-1986, § 4.] 
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CHAPTER 6 

VACANCIES IN LOCAL JUDICIAL AND 
CIRCUIT OFFICES 

SECTION. 

3-13-6-1. Judges. 
3-13·6-2. Prosecuting attorneys. 
3-13·6-3. Circuit court clerks. 

3-13-6-1. Judges. - (a) A vacancy 
that occurs, other than by resignation, in 
the office of judge of a circuit, superior, 
probate, or county court shall be certified 
to the governor by the circuit court clerk of 
the county in which the judge resided. 

(b) A vacancy in the office of judge of a 
circuit court shall be filled by the governor 
as provided by Article 5, Section 18 of the 
Constitution of the State of Indiana. The 
person who is appointed holds office until a 
successor is elected at the next general 
election and qualified. The person elected 
at the general election following an ap­
pointment to fill the vacancy, upon being 
qualified, holds office for the six (6) year 
term prescribed by Article 7, Section 7 of 
the Constitution of the State of Indiana 
and until a successor is elected and quali­
fied. 

(c) A vacancy in the office of judge of a 
superior, probate, or county court shall be 
filled by the governor subject to the follow­
ing: 

(1) IC 33-5-5.1-37.1. 
(2) IC 33-5-5.1-41.1. 
(3) IC 33-5-29.5-39. 
(4) IC 33-5-40-44. 

The person who is appointed holds office 
for the remainder of the unexpired term. 

(d) A vacancy that occurs, other than by 
resignation, in the office of judge of a 
municipal court shall be certified to the 
judicial nominating commission by the 
circuit court clerk. The vacancy shall be 
filled by the governor or chairman of the 
judicial nominating commission as pro­
vided by IC 33-6-1. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 434; P.L.5-1989, § 67; 
P.L.334-1989(ss), § 2.] 

3-13-6-2. Prosecuting attorneys. -
(a) A vacancy that occurs, other than by 
resignation, in the office of prosecuting 
attorney shall be certified to the governor 
by the circuit court clerk of the county in 
which the prosecuting attorney resided. 

(b) A vacancy in the office of prosecut­
ing attorney shall be filled by the gover­
nor. The person who is appointed holds 
office for the remainder of the unexpired 
term and until a successor is elected and 
qualified. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 435.] 

3-13-6-3. Circuit court clerks. - (a) 
A vacancy in the office of clerk of the 
circuit court that was last held by a person 
elected or selected as a candidate of a 
major political party of the state shall be 
filled by a caucus under IC 3-13-11. 

(b) A vacancy that occurs in the office of 
clerk of the circuit court: 

(1) Other than by resignation; and 
(2) That is not covered by subsection 
(a); 

shall be certified to the governor by the 
judge of the circuit court. 

(c) A vacancy in the office of clerk of the 
circuit court not covered by subsection (a) 
shall be filled by the governor. The person 
who is appointed holds office for the re­
mainder of the unexpired term and until a 
successor is elected and qualified. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.3-1987, § 436; 
P.L.14-1988, § 1.] 

CHAPTER 7 
VACANCIES IN COUNTY OFFICES NOT HELD 

BY A MAJOR PARTY 

SECTION. 

3-13-7-1. Filling by caucus. 
3-13-7-2. Filling by county board of commissioners 

- Selection as appointment pro 
tempore. 

3-13-7-3. Filling of county council vacancy by other 
members. 

3-13-7-4. Vacancy by incumbent during election 
contest - Incumbent's right to 
hold over. 

3-13-7-5. Person filling vacancy - Bond - Oath­
Rights and duties. 

3-13-7-6. Person filling vacancy - Term. 

3-13-7-1. Filling by caucus. - A va­
cancy in a county office that was last held 
by a person elected or selected as a candi­
date of a major political party of the state 
shall be filled by a caucus under IC 
3-13-11. 

3-13-7-2. Filling by county board of 
commissioners - Selection as appoint­
ment pro tempore. - (a) A vacancy in a 
county elected office (other than county 
council) not covered by section 1 [IC 
3-13-7-1] of this chapter shall be filled by 
the board of commissioners of the county 
at a regular or special meeting. The county 
auditor shall give notice of the meeting, 
which shall be held within thirty (30) days 
after the vacancy occurs. The notice must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first class mail to each 
commissioner at least ten (10) days 
before the meeting. 
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(b) Selections made under this section 
(or under IC 3-2-1O-3(a) before its repeal 
on March 4, 1986) are appointments pro 
tempore for the purposes of Article 2, 
Section 11 of the Constitution of the State 
of Indiana. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 437; P.L.15-1987, § 1; P.L.3-1990, § 12.J 

3-13-7-3. Filling of county council 
vacancy by other members. - A va­
cancy in a county council not covered by 
section 1 [IC 3-13-7 -lJ of this chapter shall 
be filled by a majority of the remaining 
members of the council at a regular or 
special meeting. The county auditor shall 
give notice of the meeting, which shall be 
held within thirty (30) days after the 
vacancy occurs. The notice must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first-class mail to each 
council member at least ten (10) days 
before the meeting. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 438.J 

3-13-7-4. Vacancy by incumbent 
during election contest - Incumbent's 
right to hold over. - If, pending the 
outcome of an election contest, the incum­
bent vacates the office after the expiration 
of the incumbent's term, the vacancy shall 
be filled as are other vacancies under this 
chapter until the election is decided or the 
office is otherwise filled. This section does 
not affect the incumbent's right to hold 
over as provided in Article 15, Section 3 of 
the Constitution of the State of Indiana. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9.J 

3-13-7-5. Person filling vacancy -
Bond - Oath - Rights and duties. - A 
person filling a vacancy under this chapter 
must give the same bond and take the 
same oath and has the same rights and 
duties as the official who vacated the 
office. [P.L.5-1986, § 9.) 

3-13-7-6. Person filling vacancy -
Term. - A person selected to fill a vacant 
office under this chapter holds the office 
for the remainder of the term. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 9.J 

CHAPTER 8 
VACANCIES IN CITY OFFICES NOT HELD BY 

A MAJOR PARTY 

SECTION. 
3-l3-B-l. City offices other than city court judge­

Filling by caucus. 
3-13-8-2. City court judge. 
3-13-8-S. Mayor of Indianapolis. 

SECTION. 
3-13-8-4. City-county council in Indianapolis. 
3-13-8-5. Mayors of second-class cities. 
3-13-8-6. City clerks in second-class cities. 
3-13-8-7. Common councils of second-class cities. 
3-13-8-8. Mayors of third-class cities. 
3-13-8-9. City clerk-treasurers of third-class cities. 
3-13-8-10. Common councils of third-class cities. 
3-13-8-11. Vacancy by incumbent during election 

contest - Incumbent's right to 
hold over. 

3·13·8-12. Person filling vacancy - Bond - Oath­
Rights and duties. 

3-13-8·13. Person filling vacancy - Term. 

3-13-8-1. City offices other than city 
court judge - Filling by caucus. - A 
vacancy in a city office (other than judge of 
a city court) that was last held by a person 
elected or selected as a candidate of a 
major political party of the state shall be 
filled by a caucus under IC 3-13-11. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.IO-1988, § 195.) 

3-13-8-2. City court judge. - (a) A 
vacancy that occurs, other than by resig­
nation, in the office of judge of a city court 
shall be certified to the governor by the 
circuit court clerk of the county in which 
the judge resided. 

(b) A vacancy in the office of judge of a 
city court shall be filled by the governor. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.3-1987, § 439.) 

3-13-8-3. Mayor of Indianapolis. 
(a) A vacancy in the office of mayor of a 
first-class city not covered by section 1 [IC 
3-13-8-1) of this chapter shall be filled by 
the city-county council at a regular or 
special meeting. The city clerk shall give 
notice of the meeting, which shall be held 
within thirty (30) days after the vacancy 
occurs. The notice must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first-class mail to each 
council member at least ten (10) days 
before the meeting. 

(b) The city clerk shall preside at the 
meeting but may not vote unless there is a 
tie vote among the members of the council. 
The council must appoint one (1) of its own 
members to the office. Until the vacancy is 
filled, the president of the council shall 
serve as acting mayor. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 440.) 

3-13-8-4. City-county council in In­
dianapolis. - (a) A vacancy in the city­
county council of a first-class city not 
covered by section 1 [IC 3-13-8-1) of this 
chapter shall be filled by a majority of the 
remaining members of the council at a 
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regular or special meeting. The city clerk 
shall give notice of the meeting, which 
shall be held within thirty (30) days after 
the vacancy occurs. The notice must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first class mail to each 
council member at least ten (10) days 
before the meeting. 

(b) The appointed member serves until 
a successor is elected and qualified at the 
next municipal or general election, which­
ever occurs first. The successor serves from 
noon January 1 follOWing that election to 
noon January 1 following the next munici­
pal election, as provided in IC 36-3-4-2. 
The persons appointed and elected must be 
resident voters in the district where the 
vacancy occurred, unless the vacancy oc­
curred in an at large seat. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 9; P.L.3-1987, § 441; P.L.5-1988, § 17.] 

3-13-8-5. Mayors of second-class cit­
ies. - (a) A vacancy in the office of mayor 
of a second-class city not covered by sec­
tion 1 [IC 3-13-8-1] of this chapter shall be 
filled as follows: 

(1) If the city has a deputy mayor, the 
deputy mayor assumes the office for 
the remainder of the unexpired term. 
(2) If the city does not have a deputy 
mayor, the city controller assumes the 
office for the remainder of the unex­
pired term. 
(3) If the city does not have a deputy 
mayor and the office of city controller 
is vacant, the common council shall 
fill the vacancy at a regular or special 
meeting. 

(b) The city clerk shall give notice of the 
meeting required under subsection (a)(3), 
which shall be held within thirty (30) days 
after the vacancy occurs. The notice must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first-class mail to each 
council member at least ten (10) days 
before the meeting. 

(c) Until the vacancy is filled, the coun­
cil shall designate one (1) of its members to 
serve as acting mayor. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 442.] 

3-13-8-6. City clerks in second-class 
cities. - (a) A vacancy in the office of city 
clerk of a second-class city not covered by 
section 1 [IC 3-13-8-1] of this chapter shall 
be filled by the mayor or acting mayor, 
subject to the approval of the common 
council. 

(b) The common council shall vote on 
the question of approving the mayor or 
acting mayor's appointment at a regular or 
special meeting. The president of the com­
mon council shall give notice of the meet­
ing, which shall be held within thirty (30) 
days after the appointment is made. The 
notice must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first-class mail to each 
council member at least ten (10) days 
before the ~eeting. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 443.J 

3-13-8-7. Common councils of sec­
ond-class cities. - A vacancy in the 
common council of a second-class city not 
covered by section 1 [IC 3-13-8-1] of this 
chapter shall be filled by the remaining 
members of the council at a regular or 
special meeting. The city clerk shall give 
notice of the meeting, which shall be held 
within thirty (30) days after the vacancy 
occurs. The notice must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first-class mail to each 
council member at least ten (10) days 
before the ~eeting. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 444.J 

3-13-8-8. Mayors of third-class cit­
ies. - (a) A vacancy in the office of mayor 
of a third-class city not covered by section 
1 [IC 3-13-8-1] of this chapter shall be 
filled as follows: 

(1) If the city has a deputy mayor, the 
deputy mayor assumes the office for 
the remainder of the unexpired term. 
(2) If the city does not have a deruty 
mayor, the common council shal fill 
the vacancy at a regular or special 
meeting. 

(b) The city clerk-treasurer shall give 
notice of the meeting required under sub­
section (a)(2), which shall be held within 
thirty (30) days after the vacancy occurs. 
The notice must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first-class mail to each 
council member at least ten (10) days 
before the meeting. 

(c) Until the vacancy is filled, the coun­
cil shall designate one (1) of its members to 
serve as acting mayor. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 445.] 
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3-13-8-9_ City clerk-treasurers of 
third-class cities_ - (a) A vacancy in the 
office of city clerk-treasurer of a third-class 
city not covered by section 1 [IC 3-13-8-1] 
of this chapter shall be filled by the mayor 
or acting mayor, subject to the approval of 
the common council. 

(b) The common council shall vote on 
the question of approving the mayor or 
acting mayor's appointment at a regula,: or 
special meeting. The mayor shall gIVe 
notice of the meeting, which shall be held 
within thirty (30) days after the appoint­
ment is made. The notice must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first-class mail to each 
council member at least ten (10) days 
before the meeting. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 446.J 

3-13-8-10. Common councils of 
third-class cities. - (a) A vacancy in the 
common council of a third-class city not 
covered by section 1 [IC 3-13-8-1] of this 
chapter shall be filled by the remaining 
members of the council at a regular or 
special meeting. The city executive may 
break any tie vote. 

(b) The city-treasurer shall give notice 
of the meeting, which shall be held within 
thirty (30) days after the vacancy occurs. 
The notice must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first-class mail to each 
council member at least ten (10) days 
before the meeting. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 447; P.L.I0-1988, 
§ 196.] 

3-13-8-11. Vacancy by incumbent 
during election contest - Incumbent's 
right to hold over. - If, pending the 
outcome of an election contest, the incum­
bent vacates the office after the expiration 
of the incumbent's term, the vacancy shall 
be filled as are other vacancies under this 
chapter until the election is decided or the 
office is otherwise filled. This section does 
not affect the incumbent's right to hold 
over as provided in Article 15, Section 3 of 
the Constitution of the State of Indiana. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9.] 

3-13-8-12. Person filling vacancy -
Bond - Oath - Rights and duties. - A 
person filling a vacancy under this chapter 
must give the same bond and take the 
same oath and has the same rights and 

duties as the official who vacated the 
office. [P.L.5-1986, § 9.] 

3-13-8-13. Person filling vacancy -
Term. - A person selected to fill a vacant 
office under this chapter holds the office 
for the remainder of the term, except as 
provided in section 4 [IC 3-13-8-4] of this 
chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 9.] 

CHAPTER 9 

VACANCIES IN TOWN OFFICES NOT HELD 
OR FILLED BY A MAJOR PARTY 

SECTION. 

3-13-9-1. Office held by candidate of major political 
party. 

3-13-9-2. Town judges. 
3-13-9-3. Clerk-treasurer - Filling by council. 
3-13-9-4. Council - Selection by other members. 
3-13-9-5. Vacancy by incumbent during election 

contest - Incumbent's right to 
hold over. 

3-1S-9-5.5. Nonelection of candidate - Holding over 
by incumbent. 

3-13-9-5.6. Election of fewer than specified number of 
members - Meeting to determine 
membership - Notice. 

3-13-9-6. Person filling vacancy - Bond - Oath­
Rights and duties. 

3·13·9·7. Person filling vacancy - Tenn. 

3-13-9-1. Office held by candidate of 
major political party. - A vacancy in a 
town office that was last held by a person 
elected or selected as a candidate of a 
major political party of the state shall be 
filled by a caucus under IC 3-13-11. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.3-1987, § 448; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 197.] 

3-13-9-2. Town judges. - (a) A va­
cancy in the office of judge of a town court 
that is: 

(1) Not covered by section 1 [IC 
3-13-9-1] of this chapter; or 
(2) Covered by section 1 of this chap­
ter, but exists after the thirtieth day 
after the vacancy occurs; 

shall be filled by the town council at a 
regular or special meeting. 

(b) The town clerk-treasurer shall give 
notice of the meeting, which shall be held: 

(1) Within thirty (30) days after the 
vacancy occurs if the vacancy is not 
covered by section 1 of this chapter; or 
(2) Within sixty (60) days after the 
vacancy occurs if the vacancy exists 
for more than thirty (30) days. 

(c) The notice must: 
(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
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(4) Be sent by first class mail to each 
council member at least ten (10) days 
before the meeting. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 449; P.L.8-1989, § 9; 
P.L.4-1991, § 127.] 

3-13-9-3. Clerk-treasurer - Filling 
by council. - (a) A vacancy in the office 
of town clerk-treasurer: 

(1) Not covered by section 1 [IC 
3-13-9-1] of this chapter; or 
(2) Covered by section 1 of this chap­
ter, but existing after the thirtieth day 
after the vacancy occurs; 

shall be filled by the town council at a 
regular or special meeting. 

(b) The president of the town council 
shall give notice of the meeting, which 
shall be held: 

(1) Within thirty (30) days after the 
vacancy occurs if the vacancy is not 
covered by section 1 of this chapter; or 
(2) Within sixty (60) days after the 
vacancy occurs if the vacancy exists 
for more than thirty (30) days. 

(c) The notice must: 
(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first class mail to each 
council member at least ten (10) days 
before the meeting. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 450; P.L.8-1989, § 10; 
P.L.4-1991, § 128.] 

3-13-9-4. Council - Selection by 
other members. - (a) A vacancy in the 
town council: 

(1) Not covered by section 1 [IC 
3-13-9-1] of this chapter; or 
(2) Covered by section 1 of this chap­
ter, but existing after the thirtieth day 
after the vacancy occurs; 

shall be filled by the remaining members 
of the council at a regular or special 
meeting. 

(b) The town clerk-treasurer shall give 
notice of the meeting, which shalI be held: 

(1) Within thirty (30) days after the 
vacancy occurs if the vacancy is not 
covered by section 1 of this chapter; or 
(2) Within sixty (60) days after the 
vacancy occurs if the vacancy exists 
for more than thirty (30) days. 

(c) The notice must: 
(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first class mail to each 
council member at least ten (10) days 
before the meeting. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 

P.L.3-1987, § 451; P.L.8-1989, § 11; 
P.L.4-1991, § 129.] 

3-13-9-5. Vacancy by incumbent 
during election contest - Incumbent's 
right to hold over. - If, pending the 
outcome of an election contest, the incum­
bent vacates the office after the expiration 
of the incumbent's term, the vacancy shalI 
be filled as are other vacancies under this 
chapter until the election is decided or the 
office is otherwise filled. This section does 
not affect the incumbent's right to hold 
over as provided in Article 15, Section 3 of 
the Constitution of the State of Indiana. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9.] 

3-13-9-5.5. Nonelection of candidate 
- Holding over by incumbent. - If no 
candidate was elected to the office of town 
council from a district, the incumbent 
council member holds office under Article 
15, Section 3 of the Constitution of the 
State ofIndiana until a successor is elected 
and qualified. [P.L.4-1991, § 130.] 

3-13-9-5.6. Election of fewer than 
specified number of members - Meet­
ing to determine membership - No­
tice. - (a) If fewer town council members 
have been elected at large than there were 
members to be elected, the town council 
shalI determine, at the council's first orga­
nizational meeting folIowing the election, 
the incumbent council member or mem­
bers who hold office under Article 15, 
Section 3 of the Constitution of the State of 
Indiana until a successor is elected and 
qualified. If a tie vote occurs during the 
vote to determine the members that con­
tinue to hold office, the town clerk-trea­
surer casts the deciding vote under IC 
36-5-2-8. 

(b) The town clerk-treasurer shall give 
notice of the meeting. 

(c) The notice must: 
(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first class mail to each 
member of the town council at least 
ten (10) days before the meeting. 
[P.L.4-1991, § 131.] 

3-13-9-6. Person filling vacancy -
Bond - Oath - Rights and duties. - A 
person filling a vacancy under this chapter 
must give the same bond and take the 
same oath and has the same rights and 
duties as the official who vacated the 
office. [P.L.5-1986, § 9.] 
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3-13-9-7. Person filling vacancy -
Term. - A person selected to fill a vacant 
office under this chapter holds the office 
for the remainder of the term. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 9.] 

CHAPTER 10 

VACANCIES IN TOWNSHIP OFFICES NOT 
HELD BY A MAJOR PARTY 

SECTION. 

3·13·10·1. Township offices - Filling by caucus. 
3-13-10-2. Trustees - Filling by county board of 

commissioners. 
3-13-10-3. Assessors - Filling by county assessor. 
3-13-10-4. Township boards - Filling by county 

board of commissioners. 
3-13-10-5. Small claims court judge or constable­

Filling by township board. 
3-1S-l0-6. Vacancy by incumbent during election 

contest - Incumbent's right to 
hold over. 

3-13-10-6.5. Election of fewer than specified number 
of members - Meeting to deter­
mine membership - Notice. 

3-13-10-7. Person filling vacancy - Bond - Oath 
- Rights and duties. 

3-13-10-8. Person filling vacancy - Term. 

3-13-10-1. Township offices - Fill­
ing by caucus. - A vacancy in a town­
ship office that was last held by a person 
elected or selected as a candidate of a 
major political party of the state shall be 
filled by a caucus under IC 3-13-11. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.I0-1988, § 198.] 

3-13-10-2. Trustees - Filling by 
county board of commissioners. - A 
vacancy in the office of township trustee 
not covered by section 1 [IC 3-13-10-1] of 
this chapter shall be filled by the board of 
commissioners of the county at a regular 
or srecial meeting. The county auditor 
shal give notice of the meeting, which 
shall be held within thirty (30) days after 
the vacancy occurs. The notice must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first-class mail to each 
commissioner at least ten (10) days 
before the meeting. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 452.] 

3-13-10-3. Assessors - Filling by 
county assessor. - A vacancy in the 
office of township assessor not covered by 
section 1 [IC 3-13-10-1] of this chapter 
shall be filled by the county assessor, 
subject to the approval of the state board of 
tax commissioners. The county assessor 
shall make the appointment within thirty 
(30) days after the vacancy occurs. If the 

vacancy occurred because the elected 
township assessor failed to qualify or was 
removed, the person who is appointed 
must be of the same political party. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.3-1987, § 453.] 

3-13-10-4. Township boards - Fill­
ing by county board of commissioners. 
- A vacancy on the township board of a 
township not covered by section 1 [IC 
3-13-10-1] of this chapter shall be filled by 
the board of commissioners of the county 
at a regular or special meeting. The county 
auditor shall give notice of the meeting, 
which shall be held within thirty (30) days 
after the vacancy occurs. The notice must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first-class mail to each 
commissioner at least ten (10) days 
before the meeting. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 454; P.L.8-1987, § 3.] 

3-13-10-5. Small claims court jud~e 
or constable - Filling by townshIp 
board. - A vacancy in the office of judge 
of a small claims court or small claims 
court constable not covered by section 1 
[IC 3-13-10-1] of this chapter shall be filled 
by the township board at a regular or 
special meeting. The chairman of the 
township board shall give notice of the 
meeting, which shall be held within thirty 
(30) days after the vacancy occurs. The 
notice must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first-class mail to each 
board member at least ten (10) days 
before the meeting. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 455; P.L.8-1987, § 4.] 

3-13-10-6. Vacancy by incumbent 
during election contest - Incumbent's 
right to hold over. - If, pending the 
outcome of an election contest, the incum­
bent vacates the office after the expiration 
of the incumbent's term, the vacancy shall 
be filled as are other vacancies under this 
chapter until the election is decided or the 
office is otherwise filled. This section does 
not affect the incumbent's right to hold 
over as provided in Article 15, Section 3 of 
the Constitution of the State of Indiana. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9.] 

3-13-10-6.5. Election of fewer than 
specified number of members - Meet­
ing to determine membership - No­
tice. - (a) If fewer candidates have been 
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elected to the township board than there 
were members to be elected, the county 
executive shall determine, at a regular or 
special meeting, the incumbent board 
member or members that hold office under 
Article 15, Section 3 of the Constitution of 
the State of Indiana until a successor is 
elected and qualified. 

(b) The county auditor shall give notice 
of the meeting, which shall be held as 
follows: 

(1) Not earlier than the thirtieth day 
before the general election. 
(2) Not later than December 31 fol­
lowing the general election. 

(c) The notice must: 
(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the purpose of the meeting; 
(3) State the date, time, and place of 
the meeting; and 
(4) Be sent by first class mail to each 
member of the county executive at 
least ten (10) days before the meeting. 
[P.LA-1991, § 132.) 

3-13-10-7. Person filling vacancy -
Bond - Oath - Rights and duties. - A 
person filling a vacancy under this chapter 
must give the same bond and take the 
same oath and has the same rights and 
duties as the official who vacated the 
office. [P.L.5-1986, § 9.) 

3-13-10-8. Person filling vacancy -
Term. - A person selected to fill a vacant 
office under this chapter holds the office 
for the remainder of the term. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 9.) 

CHAPTER 11 

CAUCUS PROCEDURE FOR FILLING 
VACANCIES IN CERTAIN LOCAL 

OFFICES HELD BY 
MAJOR PARTIES 

SECTION. 
3-13-11-1. Applicability - Selections as appoint-

ments pro tempore. 
3·13·11·2. [Repealed.l 
3-13-11-3. Notice and time of caucus. 
3-13-11-4. Contents of notice of caucus. 
3·13-11-5. Caucus - Eligible participants. 
3-13-11·6. Caucus - Chairman. 
3-13-11-7. Declarations of candidacy. 
3-13-11-8. Caucus - Rules of procedure - Tie 

votes. 
3-13-11-9. Caucus - Proxy voting. 
3-13-11-10. Caucus - Voting to fill vacancy. 
3·13-11-11. Certification of selection. 
3-13-11-12. Temporary assumption of offices during 

vacancy - Chief deputy em­
ployee. 

3-13-11-13. Temporary assumption of offices duties 
during vacancy - Appointee of 
county board of commissioners. 

SECTION. 
3-13-11-14. Temporary assumption of duties of 

mayors in firstand second-class 
cities during vacancies. 

3-13-11-15. Temporary assumption of duties of 
mayor in third-class city during 
vacancy. 

3-13-11-16. Temporary assumption of clerk-trea­
surer's duties during vacancy. 

3-13-11-17. Temporary assumption of town trustee's 
duties during vacancy. 

3-13-11-18. Rights and duties of persons filling va­
cancies. 

3-13-11-19. Ineligible candidates for pro tempore 
appointment to fill vacancies. 

3-13-11-1. Applicability Selec-
tions as appointments pro tempore. -
The caucus rrocedure prescribed by this 
chapter for fi ling vacancies in local offices 
must be followed whenever required by IC 
3-13-6-3(a), IC 3-13-7-1, IC 3-13-8-1, IC 
3-13-9-1, or IC 3-13-10-1. Selections made 
under this chapter (or under IC 3-2-9 
before its repeal on March 4, 1986) are 
appointments pro tempore for the purposes 
of Article 2, Section 11 of the Constitution 
of the State of Indiana. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.8-1986, § 5; P.L.15-1987, § 2; 
P.L.14-1988, § 2; P.L.3-1990, § 13.1 

3-13-11-2. [Repealed.) 

3-13-11-3. Notice and time of cau­
cus. - (a) Except as provided in subsec­
tion (b), within ten (10) days after a 
vacancy occurs in an office subject to this 
chapter, the county chairman: 

(1) Of the county in which the great­
est percentage of the population of the 
election district of the office is located; 
and 
(2) Of the same political party that 
elected or selected the official who 
vacated the office; 

shall give notice of a caucus to all eligible 
precinct committeemen. 

(b) A county chairman may give notice 
of a caucus before the time specified under 
subsection (a) if a vacancy will exist be­
cause the official has: 

(1) Submitted a written resignation 
under IC 5-8-3.5; or 
(2) Been elected to another office. 

(c) Notwithstanding IC 5-8-4, a person 
may not withdraw the person's resignation 
after the resignation has been accepted by 
the person authorized to accept the resig­
nation less than seventy-two (72) hours 
before the announced starting time of a 
caucus under this section. 

(d) A caucus under this section shall be 
held not later than thirty (30) days after 
the vacancy occurs. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 456; P.L.1O-1988, § 199; 
P.L.4-1991, § 133.) 
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3-13-11-4. Contents of notice of cau­
cus. - The notice for a caucus under 
section 3 [IC 3-13-11-3] of this chapter 
must: 

(1) Be in writing; 
(2) State the name of the chairman of 
the caucus; 
(3) State the purpose of the caucus; 
(4) State the date, time, and place of 
the caucus; and 
(5) Be sent by first-class mail to each 
member of the caucus at least ten (10) 
days before the caucus. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 9; P.L.3-1987, § 457.] 

3-13-11-5. Caucus - Eligible partic­
ipants. - (a) To be eligible to be a 
member of a caucus under this chapter, a 
person must: 

(1) Be a member of the same political 
party that elected or selected the per­
son who vacated the office to be filled; 
(2) Be the precinct committeeman of a 
precinct in which voters were eligible 
to vote for the person who vacated the 
office to be filled at the last election 
conducted or permitted for the office; 
and 
(3) If an appointed precinct commit­
teeman, have been a precinct commit­
teeman continuously for a period be­
ginning thirty (30) days before the 
date the vacancy occurred. 

(b) However, if fewer than two (2) per­
sons are eligible to be members of a caucus 
under this section, the county chairman 
entitled to give notice of a caucus under 
section 3 [IC 3-13-11-3] of this chapter 
shall fill the vacancy, no later than thirty 
(30) days after the vacancy occurs. A 
chairman acting under this subsection is 
not required to conduct a caucus. 

(c) If the vacancy to be filled under this 
chapter resulted from the death of a person 
holding a local office who also served as a 
precinct committeeman, the vice commit­
teeman for that precinct is eligible to 
participate in the caucus. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.3-1987, § 458; P.L.10-1988, § 200; 
P.L.5-1989, § 68; P.L.3-1993, § 227.] 

3-13-11-6. Caucus - Chairman. 
The county chairman: 

(1) Of the county in which the great­
est percentage of the population of the 
election district is located; and 
(2) Of the same political party that 
elected or selected the official who 
vacated the office to be filled; 

is the chairman of a caucus held under this 
chapter. The chairman is not eligible to 
vote in the caucus unless the chairman is 
also a member of the caucus. [P.L.5-1986, 

§ 9; P.L.3-1987, § 459; P.L.1O-1988, 
§ 201.] 

3-13-11-7. Declarations of candi­
dacy. - (a) This section does not apply to 
a vacancy filled by a county chairman 
under section 5(b) [IC 3-13-11-5(b)] of this 
chapter. 

(b) A person who wishes to be a candi­
date for pro tempore appointment to fill a 
vacancy under this chapter must file a 
declaration of candidacy with the chair­
man of the caucus at least seventy-two (72) 
hours before the time fixed for the caucus. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.8-1986, § 6; 
P.L.5-1989, § 69.] 

3-13-11-8. Caucus - Rules of proce­
dure - Tie votes. - Except as provided 
in this chapter, the caucus shall establish 
the caucus rules of procedure. The chair­
man shall break any tie vote that occurs in 
the caucus. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.8-1986, 
§ 7; P.L.3-1987, § 460.] 

3-13-11-9. Caucus - Proxy voting. 
- (a) Subject to subsection (b), a member 
of a caucus under this chapter may not 
vote by proxy. 

(b) A precinct committeeman may des-
ignate a precinct vice committeeman who: 

(1) Is a member of the same political 
party that elected or selected the per­
son who vacated the office to be filled; 
(2) Is the vice committeeman for the 
committeeman's precinct; and 
(3) Has been a vice committeeman 
continuously for a period beginning 
thirty (30) days before the date the 
vacancy occurred; 

as the committeeman's proxy in a caucus 
meeting. To be effective, the designation 
must be filed with the chairman of the 
caucus meeting at least seventy-two (72) 
hours before the meeting. The chairman of 
the caucus meeting shall read the list of 
persons eligible to vote under a proxy in 
the caucus meeting before any voting 
occurs. A proxy may not be revoked after it 
is filed with the chairman of the caucus 
meeting. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.8-1986, § 8; 
P.L.3-1987, § 461; P.L.10-1988, § 202.] 

3-13-11-10. Caucus - Voting to fill 
vacancy. - The members of a caucus held 
under this chapter shall select, by a major­
ity vote of those casting a vote for a 
candidate, a person to fill the vacancy 
described in the written notice of the 
caucus. The selection shall be conducted by 
secret ballot. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.8-1986, 
§ 9; P.L.3-1987, § 462.] 
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3-13-11-11. Certification of selec­
tion. - No later than noon fiye (5) days 
after: 

(1) The selection required by section 
10 [IC 3-13-11-10] of this chapter; or 
(2) A selection under section 5(b) [IC 
3-13-11-5(b)] of this chapter; 

the chairman shall certify the pro tempore 
appointment results to the circuit court 
clerk of the county in which the greatest 
percentage of the population of the election 
district is located. The clerk shall file the 
certificate in the clerk's office in the same 
manner as certificates of election are filed. 
Within twenty-four (24) hours after the 
certificate is filed, the clerk shall issue a 
copy of the certificate to the individual 
named in the certificate. [P.L.5-1986, § 9; 
P.L.8-1986, § 10; P.L.10-1988, § 203; 
P.L.5-1989, § 70.J 

3-13-11-12. Temporary assumption 
of offices during vacancy - Chief dep­
uty employee. - Subject to sections 13 
through 17 [IC 3-13-11-13 - 3-13-11-17J of 
this chapter, the chief deputy employee of 
the office that is vacant assumes the duties 
of that office for the period of time between 
when a vacancy occurs and when the office 
is filled under this chapter in a county, 
city, or town office, or in the office of 
township trustee. [P.L.5-1986, § 9.] 

3-13-11-13. Temporary assumption 
of offices duties during vacancy -
Appointee of county board of commis­
sioners. - In accordance with section 12 
[IC 3-13-11-12] of this chapter, if a chief 
deputy employee does not exist in a county 
office, or the chief deputy employee de­
clines or is ineligible to serve, the board of 
county commissioners shall appoint, as 
soon as is reasonably possible, a person to 
assume the duties of the office until the 
office is filled under this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.3-1993, § 228.] 

3-13-11-14. Temporary assumption 
of duties of mayors in firstand second­
class cities during vacancies. - In 
accordance with section 12 [IC 3-13-11-121 
of this chapter, if the position of deputy 
mayor is not established by ordinance in a 
first-class or second-class city, the city 
controller assumes the duties of mayor 
until the office is filled under this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9.1 

3-13-11-15. Temporary assumption 
of duties of mayor in third-class city 
during vacancy. - In accordance with 
section 12 [IC 3-13-11-12J of this chapter, 
if the position of deputy mayor is not 
established by ordinance in a third-class 

city, the president pro tempore of the 
common council assumes the duties of 
mayor until the office is filled under this 
chapter. [P.L.5-1986, § 9.1 

3-13-11-16. Temporary assumption 
of clerk-treasurer's duties during va­
cancy. - In accordance with section 12 
[IC 3-13-11-12] of this chapter, if a chief 
deputy employee does not exist in the 
office of clerk-treasurer of a city or town, 
or the chief deputy employee declines or is 
ineligible to serve, the mayor of the city or 
the president of the town council shall 
appoint, as soon as is reasonably possible, 
a person to assume the duties of the office 
until the office is filled under this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.8-1989, § 12; 
P.L.3-1993, § 229.1 

3-13-11-17. Temporary assumption 
of town trustee's duties during va­
cancy. - In accordance with section 12 
[IC 3-13-11-121 of this chapter, if a chief 
deputy employee does not exist in the 
office of township trustee, or the chief 
deputy employee declines or is ineligible to 
serve, the chairman of the township board 
assumes the duties of the township trustee 
until the office is filled under this chapter. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9; P.L.8-1987, § 5; 
P.L.3-1993, § 230.1 

3-13-11-18. Rights and duties of per­
sons filling vacancies. - A person who 
assumes the duties of a vacant office under 
this chapter has all of its rights and duties. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 9.J 

3-13-11-19. Ineligible candidates for 
pro tempore appointment to fill vacan­
cies. - The person who last held a vacated 
office may not be a candidate for pro 
tempore appointment to fill a vacancy in 
that office under this chapter for the 
remainder of the term. [P.L.8-1986, § ll.J 

CHAPTER. 

ARTICLE 14 

OFFENSES 

1. CAMPAIGN VIOLATIONS, 3-14-1-1 - 3-14-1-16. 
2. VOTE FRAUD, 3·14-2-1 - 3·14·2·29. 
3. INTERFERENCE WITH FREE AND EQUAL ELECTIONS, 

3·14·3·1 - 3·14·3·24. 
4. PROCEDURAL VIOLATIONS BY ELECTION OFFICERS, 

3·14·4·1 - 3·14-4-10. 
5. ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS, 3-14.5-1 - 3·14-5-7. 
6. ELECTION PROFITEERING, 3-14-6-1. 3-14-6-2. 
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SECTION. 

CHAPTER 1 

CAMPAIGN VIOLATIONS 

3-14-1-1. Declarations of candidacy - Certificates 
of nomination - Petitions afnom­
ination. 

3-14-1-2. Slates. 
3-14-1-3. Unendorsed statements concerning candi­

dates. 
3-14-1-4. Unattributed publications, broadcasts, 

and advertisements. 
3-14-1-5. [Repealed.] 
3-14-1-6. Political activities by state police depart. 

ment employees, policemen or 
firefighters. 

3·14-1-7. Failure of committee to appoint treasurer. 
3-14-1-8. Expenditure of campaign funds not pass­

ing through committee treasurer. 
3-14-1-9. Persons making contributions to other 

than authorized entities. 
3-14-1-10. Corporations and labor organizations ex­

ceeding contribution limits. 
3-14-1-11. Persons making or receiving contributions 

in another's name. 
3-14-1-12. Persons illegally paying election or caucus 

expenses. 
3-14-1-13. Filing fraudulent report under Ie 3-9. 
3-14-1-14. Failure to report campaign receipts and 

expenditures. 
3-14-1-14.5. Commingling of funds - Penalty. 
3-14-1-15. Failure to keep records or file reports in 

school district election campaigns. 
3-14-1-16. Wrongful use of campaign contributions. 

3-14-1-1. Declarations of candidacy 
- Certificates of nomination - Peti­
tions of nomination. - A person who 
knowingly: 

(1) Falsely makes or fraudulently de­
faces or destroys a declaration of can­
didacy, request for ballot placement 
under IC 3-8-3, certificate or petition 
of nomination, recount petition or 
cross-petition, contest petition, or cer­
tificate of candidate selection, or a 
part of the declaration, request, peti­
tion, or certificate; 
(2) Files a declaration of candidacy, 
request for ballot placement under IC 
3-8-3. certificate or petition of nomina­
tion, recount petition or cross-petition, 
contest petition, or certificate of candi­
date selection, knowing any part 
thereof to be falsely made; 
(3) Refuses to execute a certificate of 
nomination or candidate selection 
when required by this title to do so 
and knowing that the candidate has 
been nominated or selected; 
(4) If the document is listed in subdi­
vision (1), refuses to: 

(A) Receive the document; or 
(B) Record the date and time the 
document was received; 

when presented in accordance with 
this title; or 

(5) Suppresses a declaration of candi­
dacy, request for ballot placement 
under IC 3-8-3, petition or certificate 
of nomination, recount petition or 
cross-petition, contest petition, or cer­
tificate of candidate selection, that has 
been duly filed, or any part of the 
declaration, request, petition, or cer­
tificate; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10; P.L_1O-1988, § 204.] 

3-14-1-2_ Slates_ - (a) A person who: 
(1) Prints, publishes, or distributes a 
slate during a primary election cam­
paign without authority from and: 

(A) Over the name of an organiza­
tion of voters, including the name of 
the organization and its officers; or 
(B) If it is not an organized group of 
voters, over the names of at least 
ten (10) voters in the political subdi­
vision in which the primary election 
is being held; 

together with the name of the printer 
who printed the slate; 
(2) Prints on a slate during a primary 
election campaign the name or num­
ber of a candidate without the candi­
date's written consent; or 
(3) Prints, publishes, or distributes a 
slate during a primary election cam­
paign unless at least five (5) days 
before it is printed and published the 
written consent of the voters over 
whose names it is published and the 
written consent of the candidates in 
whose behalf it is distributed are filed 
in the office of the county election 
board in each county where the elec­
tion is held; 

commits a Class A misdemeanor. 
(b) As used in this section, "slate" 

means a ballot or ticket having the names 
or numbers of more than one (1) candidate 
for nominatiOl:' at a primary el~ction: 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10, P.L.3-1987, § 463, 
P.L.10-1988, § 205.] 

3-14-1-3_ Unendorsed material con­
cerning candidates_ - An individual, an 
organization, or a committee that circu­
lates or publishes material concerning a 
candidate or public question in an election 
without the statement required under IC 
3-9-3-2 commits a Class A misdemeanor. 
fP.L.5-1986, § 10; P.L.10-1988, § 206; 
P.L.5-1989, § 71.] 

3-14-1-4_ Unattributed publications, 
broadcasts, and advertisements_ -
(a) An individual, an organization, or a 
committee subject to IC 3-9 that recklessly 
expends any money for the printing, publi-
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cation, broadcast, electronic publication, or 
electronic broadcast in a newspaper or 
other periodical communications medium 
of any political matter that does not in­
clude the statement required under IC 
3-9-3-2 commits a Class A misdemeanor. 

(b) If a newspaper or periodical contain­
ing an· article is subscribed and paid for by 
an individual, an organization, or a com­
mittee and sent to voters, it is not neces­
sary to mark the article or a part of the 
article as an advertisement or to stamp or 
place on the newspaper a statement that it 
is published or circulated by the authority 
of the individual, the organization, or the 
chairman or treasurer of the committee, if 
the only payment made to the newspaper 
is for the material actually delivered and 
at not more than the usual rate of sub­
scription. 

(c) It is not necessary to mark or declare 
as an advertisement political information 
furnished to a communications medium by 
an individual, the organization, or the 
committee if the communications medium 
receives no compensation for the publica­
tion or broadcast of the information. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10; P.L.3-1987, § 464; 
P.L.10-1988, § 207; P.L.5-1989, § 72.] 

3-14-1-5. [Repealed.] 

3-14-1-6. Political activities by state 
police department employees, police­
men or firefighters. - A state police 
department employee or a police officer or 
a firefighter (including a special duty, 
auxiliary, or volunteer police officer or 
firefighter) of a political subdivision who 
recklessly: 

(1) Solicits votes or campaign funds; 
(2) Challenges voters; or 
(3) Performs any other election re­
lated function; 

while wearing any identifying insignia or 
article of clothing that is part of an official 
uniform or while on duty commits a Class 
A misdemeanor. However, this section 
does not prohibit a state police department 
civilian employee from voting while on 
duty or a police officer or firefighter from 
voting while wearing any part of an offi­
cial uniform or while on duty. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10; P.L.16-1987, § 1; P.L.12-1989, § 1.] 

3-14-1-7. Failure of committee to ap­
point treasurer. - A committee subject 
to IC 3-9 or any of its members that 
recklessly collects, receives, keeps, or dis­
burses money or other property to promote 
any activity to which IC 3-9 applies with­
out appointing and maintaining a trea­
surer as required by IC 3-9-1 commits a 
Class B misdemeanor. [P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-1-8. Expenditure of campaign 
funds not passing through committee 
treasurer. - A committee subject to IC 
3-9 or any of its members that recklessly 
disburses or expends money or other prop­
erty for any political purpose before the 
money or other property has passed 
through the hands of the treasurer of the 
committee commits a Class B misde­
meanor. [P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-1-9. Persons making contribu­
tions to other than authorized entities. 
- A person who recklessly makes a contri­
bution other than to: 

(1) A committee subject to IC 3-9; or 
(2) To a person authorized by law or 
by a committee to receive contribu­
tions in its behalf; 

commits a Class B misdemeanor. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-1-10. Corporations and labor 
organizations exceeding contribution 
limits. - A corporation or labor organiza­
tion that recklessly exceeds any of the 
limitations on contributions prescribed by 
IC 3-9-2-4 commits a Class B misde­
meanor. [P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-1-11. Persons making or re­
ceiving contributions in another's 
name. - A person who: 

(1) Recklessly makes a contribution 
in the name of another person; or 
(2) Knowingly accepts a contribution 
made by one person in the name of 
another person; 

commits a Class B misdemeanor. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-1-12. Persons illegally paying 
election or caucus expenses. - A per­
son, other than the treasurer of a commit­
tee subject to IC 3-9, who recklessly pays 
any of the expenses of an election or 
caucus, except as authorized by IC 3-9, 
commits a Class B misdemeanor. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-1-13. Filing fraudulent report 
under IC 3-9. - A person who knowingly 
files a report required by IC 3-9 that is 
fraudulent commits a Class D felony. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-1-14. Failure to report cam­
paign receipts and expenditures. - A 
person who fails to file a report with the 
proper office as required by IC 3-9 commits 
a Class B misdemeanor. lP.L.5-1986, § 10; 
P.L.3-1987, § 465.] 
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3-14-1-14.5. Commingling of funds 
- Penalty. - A person who recklessly 
violates IC 3-9-2-9(c) by commingling the 
funds of a committee with the personal 
funds of an officer, a member, or an 
associate of the committee commits a Class 
B misdemeanor. [P.L.3-1993, § 231.] 

3-14-1-15. Failure to keep records or 
file reports in school district election 
campaigns. - A person who fails to keep 
the records or file the reports as required 
by IC 3-9-6-3 and IC 3-9-6-5 commits a 
Class B misdemeanor. [P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-1-16. Wrongful use of cam­
paign contributions. - A person who 
knowingly or intentionally violates IC 
3-9-3-4 commits a Class A infraction. 
[P.L.13-1987, § 3.] 

CHAPTER 2 

VOTE FRAUD 

SECTION. 
3-14-2-1. Affidavits of registration - Writing name 

of voter without personal knowl­
edge of his name. 

3-14-2-2. Applying for or obtaining registration -
Voter ineligible. 

3-14-2-3. Affidavits of registration - SubSCribing 
with knowledge of application's 
falsity - Subscriber failing to 
give name and address. 

3-14-2-4. Voter already registered recklessly apply­
ing for or obtaining registration. 

3-14-2-5. Destruction of or failure to file executed 
affidavit or Conn registration. 

3-14-2-6. Release or removal of registration mate­
rials from election officials' office. 

3-14-2-7. Furnishing false information to or with­
holding information from poll 
taker. 

3-14-2-8. Poll taker returning false or fraudulent 
information. 

3-14-2-9. Ineligible voter knowingly voting or offer­
ing to vote. 

3-14-2-10. Unregistered voter recklessly voting. 
3-14-2-11. Voter voting outside precinct of residence 

and registry. 
3-14-2-12. Knowingly voting or applying to yote in 

another's name - Knowingly ap­
plying to vote or Yoting a second 
time. 

3-14-2-13. Hiring or soliciting nonresident to vote or 
voter to vote outside precinct. 

3-14-2-14. Election officials allowing unauthorized 
voter or procedure. 

3-14-2-15. Improper delivery of ballots by election 
board members. 

3-14-2-16. Applying or receiving ballot in precinct 
not entitled to vote - Marking 
ballot to reveal vote - Viewing 
another's ballot - Receipt or de­
livery of ballots by unauthorized 
persons - Unauthorized absentee 
ballot. 

SECTION. 

3-14-2-17. Knowingly placing distinguishing mark 
on ballot. 

3-14-2-18. Voter knowingly revealing his or deter­
mining another's voting machine 
selections. 

3-14-2-19. Forgery of official ballot endorsement -
Printing and distribution of imi­
tation ballots. 

3-14-2-20. Deception of voter - Registering vote 
contrary to voter's request. 

3-14-2-21. Fraudulently causing voter to vote coun­
ter to intent. 

3-14-2-22. Misrepresentation to non-English reading 
voters of names on ballots. 

3-14-2-23. Opening, destroying or improperly deliv­
ering ballots. 

3-14-2-24. Removal of ballots from ballot box -
Substituting ballots - Destroy­
ing ballots - False entries in poll 
books - False candidate vote 
tallies. 

3-14-2-25. Marking of ballot by election official. 
3-14-2-26. Tampering with ballots, ballot boxes, vot­

ing materials and records. 
3-14-2-27. Falsely counting or returning voting ma­

chine counts. 
3-14-2-28. Alteration of election returns - Destruc­

tion, misplacement, or loss of poll 
books or tally sheets. 

3-14-2-29. Inspecting voting machine without autho­
rization. 

3-14-2-1. Affidavits of registration 
- Writing name of voter without per­
sonal knowledge of his name. - A 
person who recklessly writes the name of a 
voter on an affidavit of registration with­
out being personally acquainted with the 
voter and knowing the voter to be the 
person who the voter represents the voter 
to be commits a Class A misdemeanor. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-2-2. Applying for or obtaining 
registration - Voter ineligible. - A 
person who, knowing the person is not a 
voter and will not be a voter at the next 
election, applies for registration or pro­
cures registration as a voter commits a 
Class A misdemeanor. [P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-2-3. Affidavits of registration 
- Subscribing with knowledge of ap­
plication's falsity - Subscriber failing 
to give name and address. - A person 
who: 

(1) Subscribes the name of another 
person to an affidavit of registration 
knowing that the application contains 
a false statement; or 
(2) Subscribes the name of another 
person to an affidavit of registration 
without writing on it the person's own 
name and address as an attesting 
witness; 
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commits a Class A misdemeanor. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-2-4. Voter already registered 
recklessly applying for or obtaining 
registration. - A person who recklessly 
registers or offers to register to vote more 
than once commits a Class A misde­
meanor. [P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-2-5. Destruction of or failure to 
file executed affidavit or form registra­
tion. - A person who recklessly destroys 
or fails to file or deliver to the proper 
officer a registration affidavit or form of 
registration after it has been executed 
commits a Class A misdemeanor. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-2-6. Release or removal of reg­
istration materials from election offi­
cials' office. - A person who releases or 
removes any registration materials (in­
cluding envelopes or post cards returned 
by the United States Postal Service under 
lC 3-7-3-14) from the office of the circuit 
court clerk or board of registration, except 
when release or removal is necessary: 

(1) To comply with lC 3-7; or 
(2) For the destruction of the mate­
rials under IC 5-15-6; 

commits a Class A misdemeanor. 
lP.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-2-7. Furnisbin~ false informa­
tion to or withholdmg information 
from poll taker. - A person who know­
ingly: 

(1) Upon the demand of a poll taker, 
withholds any information from the 
poll taker with regard to the qualifica­
tions of a voter or person not entitled 
to vote; 
(2) Furnishes to a poll taker any false 
information with regard to the qualifi­
cations of any person for voting; or 
(3) Returns to the poll taker as voters 
any false names or the names of any 
persons who are dead or are not 
voters; 

commits a Class A misdemeanor. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-2-8. Poll taker returning false 
or fraudulent information. - A poll 
taker who knowingly returns: 

(1) The name of a person who is not 
entitled to vote in the precinct for 
which the poll is taken at the next 
election; 
(2) A fictitious name; or 
(3) The name of a dead person; 

commits a Class A misdemeanor. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-2-9. Ineligible voter knowingly 
voting or offering to vote. - A person 
who knowingly votes or offers to vote at an 
election when the person is not registered 
or authorized to vote commits a Class D 
felony. [P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-2-10. Unregistered voter reck­
lessly voting. - A person who recklessly 
votes at an election, unless the person is a 
registered voter under the requirements of 
IC 3-7 at the time of the election, commits 
a Class A misdemeanor. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10.] 

3-14-2-11. Voter voting outside pre­
cinct of residence and registry _ - Ex­
cept as provided by IC 3-7-4 or IC 3-7-4.5 a 
person who knowingly votes or offers to 
vote in a precinct except the one in which 
the person is registered and resides com­
mits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, § 10; 
P.L.3-1987, § 466; P.L.10-1988, § 208; 
P.L.17-1993, § 17.] 

3-14-2-12. Knowingly voting or ap­
plying to vote in another's name -
Knowingly applying to vote or voting a 
second time. - A person who: 

(1) Knowingly votes or makes appli­
cation to vote in an election in a name 
other than the person's own; or 
(2) Having voted once at an election, 
knowingly applies to vote at the same 
election in the person's own name or 
any other name; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10.] 

3-14-2-13. Hiring or soliciting non­
resident to vote or voter to vote outside 
precinct. - A person who knowingly 
hires or solicits another person: 

(1) To come into Indiana; or 
(2) To go from one precinct into an­
other precinct; 

for the purpose of voting at an election 
when the person hired or solicited is not a 
voter in Indiana or the precinct commits a 
Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-2-14. Election officials allowing 
unauthorized voter or procedure. - A 
precinct election officer or public official 
upon whom a duty is imposed by this title 
who knowingly: 

(1) Allows a person to vote who is not 
entitled to vote; or 
(2) Allows a person to vote by use of 
an unauthorized procedure; 

commits a Class D felony. !P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10.] 
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3-14-2-15_ Improper delivery of bal­
lots by election board members. - A 
member or employee of the state election 
board or of a county election board who 
knowingly delivers a ballot to a person 
except in the manner prescribed by this 
title commits a Class D felony. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-2-16. Applying or receiving 
ballot in precinct not entitled to vote -
Marking ballot to reveal vote - View­
ing another's ballot - Receipt or deliv­
ery of ballots by unauthorized persons 
- Unauthorized absentee ballot. - A 
person who knowingly: 

(1) Applies for or receives a ballot in a 
precinct other than that in which the 
person is entitled to vote; 
(2) Shows a ballot after it is marked 
to another person in such a way as to 
reveal the contents of it or the name of 
a candidate for whom the person has 
voted; 
(3) Examines a ballot that a voter has 
prepared for voting or solicits the 
voter to show the ballot; 
(4) Receives from a voter a ballot 
prepared by the voter for voting, ex­
cept the inspector, a member of the 
precinct election board temporarily 
acting for the inspector, or a member 
of a county election board or an absen­
tee voter board acting under IC 
3-11-10; 
(5) Receives a ballot from a person 
other than one of the poll clerks or 
authorized assistant poll clerks; 
(6) Delivers a ballot to a voter to be 
voted, unless the person is a poll clerk 
or authorized assistant poll clerk; 
(7) Delivers a ballot (other than an 
absentee ballot) to an inspector that is 
not the ballot the voter receives from 
the poll clerk or assistant poll clerk; or 
(8) Delivers an absentee ballot to a 
team of absentee ballot counters ap­
pointed under IC 3-11.5-4-22, a county 
election board, a circuit court clerk, or 
an absentee voting board under IC 
3-11-10 that is not the ballot cast by 
the absentee voter; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10; P.L.3-1987, § 467; P.L.5-1989, § 73; 
P.L.3-1993, § 232; P.L.19-1993, § 3.] 

3-14-2-17. Knowingly placing distin­
guishing mark on ballot. - A voter at 
an election who knowingly writes or places 
on a ballot a name, sign, or device as a 
distinguishing mark by which to indicate 
to any other person how the voter has 
voted commits a Class D felony. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14·2-18. Voter knowingly reveal­
ing his or determining another's voting 
machine selections. - A voter who 
knowingly: 

(1) Does anything to enable any other 
person to see or know for what ticket, 
candidates, or public questions the 
voter has voted on a voting machine; 
or 
(2) Moves into a position, or does any 
other thing, to enable the voter to see 
or know for what ticket, candidates, or 
public questions any other voter votes 
on a voting machine; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10; P.L.10-1988, § 209.] 

3-14-2-19. Forgery of official ballot 
endorsement - Printing and distribu­
tion of imitation ballots. - A person 
who knowingly: 

(1) Forges or falsely makes the official 
endorsement of a ballot; or 
(2) Prints or circulates an imitation 
ballot; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10.] 

3-14-2-20. Deception of voter - Reg­
istering vote contrary to voter's re­
quest. - A person who knowingly: 

(1) Deceives a voter in registering the 
voter's vote under IC 3-11-8; or 
(2) Registers a voter's vote in a way 
other than as requested by the voter; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10; P.L.3-1987, § 468.] 

3-14-2-21. Fraudulently causing 
voter to vote counter to intent. - A 
person who fraudulently causes a voter at 
an election to vote for a person different 
from the one the voter intended to vote for 
or on a public question different from the 
vote the voter intended to cast commits a 
Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, § 10; 
P.L.3-1987, § 469; P.L.1O-1988, § 210.] 

3-14-2-22. Misrepresentation to non­
English reading voters of names on 
ballots. - A person who knowingly fur­
nishes a voter who cannot read the En­
glish language with a ballot at an election 
that the person represents to the voter as 
containing a name different from the one 
printed or written on it commits a Class D 
felony. [P.L.5-1986, § 10; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 470.] 

3-14-2-23. 0l?ening, destroying or 
improperly delIvering ballots. - A per­
son entrusted with the custody of ballots 
who knowingly: 
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(1) Opens a package in which the 
ballots are contained; 
(2) Destroys a ballot; or 
(3) Delivers such a package or ballot 
to a person not entitled to receive it; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10.] 

3-14-2-24. Removal of ballots from 
ballot box - Substituting ballots -
Destroying ballots - False entries in 
poll books - False candidate vote 
tallies. - A person who: 

(1) Takes a ballot legally deposited 
out of a ballot box for the purpose of 
destroying it or substituting another 
in its place; 
(2) Destroys or misplaces a ballot 
with the intent to substitute another 
ballot for it or with the intent to 
prevent it from being counted; or 
(3) Knowingly enters upon the poll 
books the name of a person who has 
not legally voted or knowingly tallies 
a vote for a candidate or on a public 
question not voted for by the ballot; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10; P.L.1O-1988, § 211.] 

3-14-2-25. Marking of ballot by elec­
tion official. - A member of a precinct 
election board or county election board, a 
person employed at the central counting 
headquarters, or a person charged with a 
duty in connection with an election or 
entrusted with the custody or control of a 
ballot either before or after voting who 
marks or defaces a ballot for the purpose 
of: 

(1) Identifying the ballot (except by 
numbering protested ballots for future 
reference as provided by law); or 
(2) Vitiating the ballot; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10.] 

3-14-2-26. Tampering with ballots, 
ballot boxes, voting materials and 
records. - A person who: 

(1) During the progress of an election 
or within the time for preparation 
required under this title, knowingly 
breaks open or violates the seal or lock 
of a ballot box, envelope, container, or 
bag in which ballots have been depos­
ited; 
(2) Knowingly obtains a ballot box, 
envelope, container, or bag that con­
tains ballots and cancels, withholds, 
or destroys a ballot; 
(3) Knowingly increases or decreases 
the number of ballots legally depos­
ited in a ballot box, envelope, con­
tainer, or bag; or 

(4) Knowingly makes a fraudulent 
erasure or alteration on a tally sheet, 
poll book, list of voters, or election 
return deposited in a ballot box, enve­
lope, or bag; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10; P.L.3-1987, § 471.] 

3-14-2-27. Falsely counting or re­
turning voting machine counts_ - A 
precinct election officer who, at the close of 
the polls, or an absentee ballot counter 
acting under IC 3-11.5-5 or IC 3-11.5-6, 
who knowingly: 

(1) Causes the vote to be incorrectly 
taken down for a candidate or public 
question; or 
(2) Makes a false statement, certifi­
cate, or return of any kind of that vote; 

commits a Class 0 felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10; P.L.3-1987, § 472; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 233; P.L.19-1993, § 4.] 

3-14-2-28. Alteration of election re­
turns - Destruction, misplacement, or 
loss of poll books or tally sheets. - A 
person who: 

(1) With intent to defraud, alters an 
election return; 
(2) Knowingly destroys, misplaces, or 
loses a poll book or tally sheet; or 
(3) With intent to defraud, alters the 
vote of a candidate or on a public 
question as returned by the county 
election board or its employees; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10; P.L.10-1988, § 212.] 

3-14-2-29. Inspecting voting ma­
chine without authorization. - A per­
son who knowingly inspects a voting ma­
chine or electronic voting system under IC 
3-12-4-18 without obtaining authorization 
from the state recount commission to con­
duct the inspection commits a Class D 
felony. [P.L.3-1987, § 473.1 

CHAPTER 3 
INTERFERENCE WITH FREE AND EQUAL 

ELECTIONS 

SECTION. 

3·14·3·1. [Repealed. I 
3-14-3-2. Failing to cast or return ballot. 
3-14-3-3. Interference with poll watcher's duties. 
3-14-3-4. Obstruction or interference with election 

officers or voters. 
3-14-3-5. Precinct election officers tampering with 

voting equipment. 
3-14-3-6. Precinct election officers permitting use of 

malfunctioning voting equip­
ment. 

3-14-3-7. Inspectors and poll clerks - Removal, 
change or mutilation of ballot 
labels. 
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SECTION. 

3-14-3-S. Tampering with voting equipment or ma­
terials by other than precinct 
election officers. 

3-14-3-9. Failing to receive vote. 
3-14-3-10. Removal or destruction of ballot supplies, 

voter instruction cards, voting 
booths, etc. 

3-14-3-11. Tampering with marking device, voting 
equipment, etc. - Intenering 
with voting secrecy. 

3-14-3-12. Voter's reckless removal of ballot, pencil 
or other marking device from 
polls. 

3-14-3-13. Voter's knowing removal from or posses­
sion outside polls of ballot, pencil 
or other marking device. 

3-14-3-14. Crimes by ballot printers. 
3-14-3-15. Unauthorized persons entering into or 

remaining near polls. 
3-14-3-16. Electioneering within fifty feet of polls. 
3-14-3-17. Election board member inducing or per­

suading voter's vote. 
3-14-3-18. Improper collateral acts or threats to 

influence voter's vote. 
3-14-3-19. Giving or offering financial inducement to 

vote or refrain from voting. 
3-14-3-20. Accepting or soliciting financial induce­

ment to vote or refrain from vot­
ing. 

3-14-3-21. Enclosement of political inducements or 
threats in paychecks - Handbill 
or placard forecasting certain 
business loss if certain candidates 
elected or defeated. 

3-14-3·22. (Repealed.] 
3-14-3-23. Failing to maintain poll list or permit 

polling. 
3-14-3-24. Use of poll list for improper purpose. 

3-14-3-1. [Repealed.] 

3-14-3-2. Failing to cast or return 
ballot. - A person who, having procured 
an official ballot, knowingly fails to cast or 
return it in the prescribed manner com­
mits a Class A misdemeanor. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10.] 

3-14-3-3. Interference with poll 
watcher's duties. - A person who know­
ingly: 

(1) Interferes with a watcher; 
(2) Prevents a watcher from perfonn­
ing the watcher's duties; 
(3) Otherwise violates: 

(A) IC 3-6-8-3; 
(B) IC 3-6-8-4; 
(C) IC 3-6-8-5; 
(0) IC 3-6-8-6; 
(E) IC 3-6-9; or 
(F) IC 3-6-10; or 

(4) Violates IC 3-1l-12-21(d) or IC 
3-1l-13-44(d); 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10; P.L.5-1989, § 74.] 

3-14-3-4. Obstruction or interfer. 
ence with election officers or voters. -
(a) A person who: 

(1) Knowingly obstructs or interferes 
with an election officer in the dis­
charge of the officer's duty; or 
(2) Knowingly obstructs or interferes 
with a voter within fifty (50) feet of 
the polls; 

commits a Class D felony. 
(b) A person called as a witness to 

testify against another for a violation of 
this section is a competent witness to 
prove the offense even though the person 
may have been a party to the violation, 
and the person shall be compelled to 
testify as other witnesses. However, the 
person's evidence may not be used against 
the person in a prosecution growing out of 
matters about which the person testifies, 
and the person is not liable to indictment 
or infonnation for the offense. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10.] . 

3-14-3-5. Precinct election officers 
tampering with voting equipment. - A 
precinct election officer who, with the 
intent to cause or pennit a voting ma­
chine, ballot card voting system, or elec­
tronic voting system to fail to correctly 
register all vote's cast, tampers with or 
disarranges the machine or system or any 
part of it commits a Class D felony. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10; P.L.3-1987, § 474.] 

3-14-3-6. Precinct election officers 
permitting use of malfunctioning vot­
mg equipment_ - A precinct election 
officer who pennits a voting machine, 
ballot card voting system, or electronic 
voting system to be used for voting at an 
election, with knowledge of the fact that 
the machine or system is not in order or 
not perfectly set and adjusted so that it 
will correctly register all votes cast, com­
mits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, § 10; 
P.L.3-1987, § 475.] 

3-14-3-7. Inspectors and poll clerks 
- Removal, change or mutilation of 
ballot labels. - An inspector or poll clerk 
in a precinct who, for the purpose of: 

(1) Deceiving a voter; 
(2) Causing it to be doubtful for what 
ticket, candidate, or public question a 
vote is cast; or 
(3) Causing it to appear that votes 
cast for one ticket, candidate, or public 
question were cast for another ticket, 
candidate, or public question; 

removes, changes, or mutilates a ballot 
label on a voting machine or any part 
thereof commits a Class D felony. 
fP.L.5-1986, § 10.] 
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3-14-3-8. Tampering with voting 
equipment or materials by other than 
precmct election officers. - A person 
other than a precinct election officer who 
knowingly, before or during an election: 

(1) Damages, disarranges, or tampers 
with a voting machine, ballot card 
system, or electronic voting system; or 
(2) Damages a ballot label placed or to 
be placed on the machine, electronic 
votinl;l system, or any other appliance 
used In connection with the machine, 
ballot card voting system, or elec­
tronic voting system; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10; P.L.3-1987, § 476.] 

3-14-3-9. Failing to receive vote. -
A person who knowingly fails to receive 
the vote of a legal voter at an election 
commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10; P.L.3-1987, § 477.] 

3-14-3-10. Removal or destruction 
of ballot supplies, voter instruction 
cards, voting booths, etc. - A person 
who during an election recklessly: 

(1) Removes or destroys any of the 
supplies or other conveniences placed 
in the voting booths or delivered to the 
voter for the purpose of enabling a 
voter to prepare a ballot; 
(2) Removes or defaces the cards 
printed for the instruction of the 
voters; or 
(3) Removes or destroys a voting 
booth, railing, or other convenience 
provided for the election; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10; P.L.3-1987, § 478.] 

3-14-3-11. Tampering with marking 
device, voting equipment, etc. - Inter­
fering with voting secrecy. - A person 
who recklessly: 

(1) Tampers with or damages a mark­
ing device, ballot, or other record or 
equipment used in an election; 
(2) Interferes with the correct opera­
tion of such a device or equipment; or 
(3) Interferes with the secrecy of vot­
ing; 

commits a Class D felony .. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10.] 

3-14-3-12. Voter's reckless removal 
of ballot, pencil or other marking de­
vice from polls. - A voter who recklessly 
attempts to leave the polls with a ballot, 
the pencil, or other marking device used in 
marking ballots in the voter's possession 
commits a Class A misdemeanor. A voter 
who attempts to leave the polls with a 
ballot, pencil, or other marking device in 

the voter's possession shall be arrested at 
once on demand of any member of the 
precinct election board. [P.L.5-1986, § 10; 
P.L.3-1987, § 479.] 

3-14-3-13. Voter's knowing removal 
from or possession outside polls of 
ballot, pencil or other marking device. 
- A person who during an election know­
ingly: 

(1) Removes a ballot, pencil, or other 
marking device from the polls; or 
(2) Possesses outside the polls a bal­
lot, pencil, or other marking device 
either genuine or counterfeit; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10; P.L.3-1987, § 480.] 

3-14-3-14. Crimes by ballot printers. 
- A printer of the ballots for an election, 
or person employed in printing the ballots, 
who knowingly: 

(1) Delivers a ballot to a person other 
than a member of the state election 
board or a county election board for 
which the ballots are being printed; 
(2) Prints a ballot in any form other 
than the one prescribed by law; or 
(3) Prints a ballot containing any 
names, spellings, or arrangements 
other than as authorized by the state 
election board or a county election 
board; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10.] 

3-14-3-15. Unauthorized persons en­
tering into or remaining near polls. -
A person not authorized by this title who 
recklessly: 

(1) Enters the polls; 
(2) Enters within the railing leading 
from the challenge window or door to 
the entrance of the polls without hav­
ing been passed by the challengers or 
having been sworn in; or 
(3) Remains within fifty (50) feet of 
the polls; 

commits a Class A misdemeanor. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-3-16. Electioneering within 
fifty feet of polls. - A person who 
knowingly does any electioneering on elec­
tion day within the polls or within fifty 
(50) feet of the polls commits a Class D 
felony. [P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-3-17. Election board member 
inducing or persuading voter's vote. -
A member of a precinct election board who 
knowingly induces or persuades a voter to 
vote for a candidate or for or against a 
public question commits a Class D felony. 
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[P.L.5-1986, § 10; P.L.3-1987, § 481; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 213.) 

3-14-3-18. Improper collateral acts 
or threats to influence voter's vote. -
A person who, for the purpose of influenc­
ing a voter: 

(1) Seeks to enforce the payment of a 
debt by force or threat of force; 
(2) Ejects or threatens to eject the 
voter from a house the voter occupies; 
(3) Begins a criminal prosecution; or 
(4) Damages the business or trade of 
the voter; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10.) 

3-14-3-19. Giving or offering finan­
cial inducement to vote or refrain from 
voting. - A person who, for the purpose of 
inducing or procuring another person to 
vote or refrain from voting for or against a 
candidate or for or against a public ques­
tion at an election or political convention, 
gives, offers, or promises to any person any 
money or other property commits a Class 
D felony. [P.L.5-1986, § 10; P.L.3-1987, 
§ 482.) 

3-14-3-20. Accepting or soliciting fi­
nancial inducement to vote or refrain 
from voting. - A person who, for the 
purpose of inducing or procuring a voter to 
vote or refrain from voting for or against a 
candidate or for or against a public ques­
tion at an election or political convention, 
receives, accepts, requests, or solicits from 
any person any money or other property 
commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10; P.L.3-1987, § 483.) 

3-14-3-21. Enclosement of political 
inducements or threats in paychecks 
- Handbill or placard forecasting cer­
tain business loss if certain candidates 
elected or defeated. - A person who: 

(1) Pays employees the salary or 
wages due in pay envelopes upon 
which there is printed or in which 
there is enclosed a political motto, 
device, or argument containing 
threats intended or calculated to influ­
ence the political opinions or actions of 
the employees; or 
(2) Exhibits in the workplace of the 
person's employees a handbill or plac­
ard containing a threat, notice, or 
information that, if a particular 
ticket, candidate, or public question is 
elected, approved, or defeated: 

(A) Work in the person's place or 
establishment will cease in whole or 
in part; 

(B) The person's establishment will 
be closed; or 
(C) The wages of the employees will 
be reduced; 

or that is otherwise intended or calcu­
lated to influence the political opin­
ions or actions of the employees; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, 
§ 10; P.L.3-1987, § 484; P.L.1O-1988, 
§ 214.) 

3-14-3-22. [Repealed.) 

3-14-3-23. Failing to maintain poll 
list or permit polling. - A proprietor, a 
manager, or an association of co-owners 
who violates IC 3-6-11-5 or IC 3-6-11-7 
commits a Class C infraction. [P.L.7-1990, 
§ 51.) 

3-14-3-24. Use of poll list for im­
proper purpose. - An organization that 
violates IC 3-6-11-7.5 commits a Class C 
infraction. [P.L.7-1990, § 52.) 

CHAPTER 4 
PROCEDURAL VIOLATIONS BY ELECTION 

OFFICERS 

SECTION. 

3-14-4-1. Precinct election board members - Serving 
with knowledge of ineligibility. 

3-14-4-2. Inspector failing to appear at county elec­
tion board for distribution of bal­
lots. 

3-14-4-S. Knowing omission of official duty. 
3-14-4-3.5. Failure to comply - Penalty. 
3-14-4-4. Failing to provide or properly arrange poll 

booth screen. 
3-14-4-5. [Repealed.] 
3-14-4-6. Depositing ballot without poll clerks' ini­

tials or with distinguishing mark. 
3-14-4-7. Revealing individual's vote - Discussion of 

ballot's appearance. 
3-14-4-8. Activity by precinct election board member 

with intention of detennining 
how a voter voted. 

3-14-4-9. Disclosing voter's selections - Electioneer­
ing. 

3-14-4-10. Unlawful disclosure of information -
Penalty. 

3-14-4-1. Precinct election board 
members - Serving with knowledge of 
ineligibility. - A person who knowingly 
serves as a member of a precinct election 
board in violation of IC 3-6-6 commits a 
Class D felony. [P.L.5-1986, § 10; 
P.L.3-1987, § 486.) 

3-14-4-2. Inspector failing to appear 
at county election board for distribu­
tion of ballots. - An inspector who 
negligently or knowingly fails to appear at 
the county election board's office in person 
or by representative as required by IC 
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3·11·3 commits a Class D felony. 
[P.L.5·1986, § 10; P.L.3·1987, § 487.] 

3·14·4·3. Knowing omission of offi· 
cial duty. - A precinct election officer or 
public official upon whom a duty is im· 
posed by this title who knowingly omits to 
perform the duty commits a Class D fel· 
ony. [P.L.5·1986, § 10.] 

3·14·4·3.5. Failure to comply - Pen· 
alty. - A circuit court clerk, member of a 
board of registration, or county official 
responsible for maintaining computerized 
voter registration information who reck· 
lessly fails to comply with IC 3·7·7.5 not 
more than thirty (30) days after being 
required to perform a duty under IC 
3·7·7.5 commits a Class B misdemeanor. 
[P.L.3·1993, § 234.] 

3·14-4-4. Failing to provide or prop· 
erly arrange poll booth screen. - A 
member of a precinct election board who 
recklessly allows a booth or compartment 
in which a voter is preparing a ballot to be 
used: 

(1) Without a screen; or 
(2) With a screen arranged so as not 
to shield the preparation of the ballot 
from observation; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5·1986, 
§ 10; P.L.3·1987, § 488.] 

3·14·4·5. [Repealed.] 

3·14·4·6. Depositing ballot without 
poll clerks' initials or witb distinguish· 
mg mark. - An inspector, or person 
acting in the inspector's behalf, who know· 
ingly deposits: 

(1) A ballot upon which the initials of 
the poll clerks or authorized assistant 
poll clerks do not appear; or 
(2) A ballot on which appears exter· 
nally a distinguishing mark or deface· 
ment; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5·1986, 
§ 10; P.L.3·1987, § 490.] 

3·14-4·7. Revealing indi vid ual' s 
vote - Discussion of ballot's appear· 
ance. - A member of a precinct election 
board or a person otherwise entitled to the 
inspection of the ballots who knowingly: 

(1) Reveals to another person how a 
voter has voted; or 
(2) Gives information concerning the 
appearance of any ballot voted; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5·1986, 
§ 10.] 

3·14·4·8. Activity by precinct elec· 
tion board member with intention of 

determining how a voter voted. - A 
member of a precinct election board or an 
absentee ballot counter appointed under 
IC 3·11.5·4·22 who knowingly: 

(1) Opens or marks, by folding or 
otherwise, a ballot presented by a 
voter, except as provided by law; or 
(2) Tries to find out how the voter 
voted before the ballot is deposited in 
the ballot box or cast on a voting 
machine, ballot card voting system, or 
electronic voting system or counted by 
the absentee ballot counter; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5·1986, 
§ 10; P.L.3·1987, § 491; P.L.3·1993, 
§ 235; P.L.19·1993, § 5.] 

3·14·4·9. Disclosing voter's selec· 
tions - Electioneering. - An election 
officer who knowingly: 

(1) Discloses to a person the name of a 
candidate for whom a voter has voted 
or how a voter voted on a public 
question; or 
(2) Does any electioneering on elec· 
tion day; 

commits a Class D felony. [P.L.5·1986, 
§ 10; P.L.1O·1988, § 215.] 

3·14·4·10. Unlawful disclosure of in· 
formation - Penalty. - A person who 
knowingly violates IC 3·11.5·5 or IC 
3·11.5·6 by providing any other person 
with information concerning the number 
of votes a candidate received for an office 
or cast to approve or reject a public ques· 
tion on absentee ballots counted under IC 
3·11.5·5 or IC 3·11.5·6 before the closing of 
the polls commits a Class D felony. 
[P.L.3·1993, § 236; P.L.19·1993, § 6.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 5 
ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS 

3-14-5-1. Voter's affidavit alleging illegal voter voted 
- Arrest - Prosecution. 

3-14-5-2. Voters' affidavits - Sealing - Delivery to 
county election board - Grand 
jury investigations and report. 

3-14-5-3. Reports by election boards of violations. 
3-14-5-4. Prosecutions by circuit prosecuting attor­

ney. 
3-14-5-5. Indictments and informations. 
3-14-5-6. Witness' privilege against self-incrimina­

tion unavailable. 
3-14-5-7. Immunity for witness testifying as to giv­

ing or receiving of money to influ­
ence voting. 

3·14·5·1. Voter's affidavit alleging 
illegal voter voted - Arrest - Prose· 
cution. - If at any time during a primary, 
general, or municipal election a voter 
makes an affidavit before the inspector in 
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a precinct that a person who has voted is 
an illegal voter in the precinct, the elec­
tion sheriff or other law enforcement offi­
cer shall immediately arrest the person 
accused and deli ver the person to the civil 
authorities. Immediately after the close of 
the polls the inspector shall deliver the 
affidavit to the prosecuting attorney for 
the county, who shall proceed as if the 
affidavit had been made before the prose­
cuting attorney. [P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-5-2. Voter's affidavits - Seal­
ing -Delivery to county election board 
- Grand jury investigations and re­
port. - Each precinct election board shall, 
at the close of the polls, place all affidavits 
prescribed by this title for use on election 
day in a strong paper bag or envelope and 
securely seal it. Each member shall en­
dorse that member's name on the back of 
the bag or envelope. The inspector shall 
deliver the bag or envelope to the county 
election board, whose duty it is to carefully 
preserve it and deliver it, with the seal 
unbroken, to the foreman of the grand jury 
when next in session. The grand jury shall 
inquire into the truth or falsity of the 
affidavits, and the court having jurisdic­
tion over the grand jury shall specially 
charge the jury as to its duties under this 

· section. The grand jury shall file with the 
court a report of the result of its inquiry. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

· 3-14-5-3. Reports by election boards 
of violations. - The state election board 

· and each county election board shall report 
a violation of law to the appropriate prose­
cuting attorney, the attorney general, and 
the alleged violator. The boards may have 

· the report transmitted and presented to 
· the grand jury of the county in which the 
- violation was committed at its first session 
after making the report and at subsequent 
sessions that may be required. The boards 
shall furnish the grand jury any evidence 
at their command necessary in the investi-

; gation and prosecution of the violation. 
· IP.L.5-1986, § 10.] , 
· 3-14-5-4. Prosecutions by circuit 
· prosecuting attorney. - In addition to 
the duties prescribed by IC 33-14, the 

f prosecuting attorney of each circuit shall 
: prosecute each resident of the circuit who 
· the prosecutor believes has violated IC 

3-14-1-4, IC 3-14-1-7, IC 3-14-1-8, IC 
3-14-1-9 IC 3-14-1-10, IC 3-14-1-12, IC 
3.14-1.13, IC 3-14-1-14, or Ie 3-14-1-15 in 
any circuit of the state. [P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-5-5. Indictments and informa· 
tions. - When an election offense is 

committed, an indictment or information 
for the offense is sufficient if it alleges that 
the election was authorized by law without 
stating the names of the officers holding 
the election, the candidates voted for, or 
the offices filled at the election. 
[P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-5-6. Witness' privilege against 
self· incrimination unavailable. - In a 
criminal prosecution for violation of IC 
3-14-1-4, IC 3-14-1-7, IC 3-14-1-8, IC 
3-14-1-9, IC 3-14-1-10, IC 3-14-1-12, IC 
3-14-1-13, IC 3-14-1-14, or IC 3-14-1-15, a 
witness, except the person who is accused 
and on trial, may not be excused from 
answering a question or producing a book, 
paper, or other thing on the ground that 
the witness' answer or the thing to be 
produced may tend to incriminate the 
witness or render the witness liable to a 
penalty. However, the witness' answer or 
the thing produced by the witness may not 
be used in a proceeding against the wit· 
ness, except in a prosecution for perjury in 
so testifying. [P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

3-14-5-7. Immunity for witness testi· 
fying as to giving or receiving of 
money to influence voting. - If a person 
who has given or received money or other 
property to or from another person for the 
purpose of influencing any voter's vote at 
an election informs upon and testifies 
against the person receiving or giving the 
money in a criminal prosecution, the per­
son informing and testifying may not be 
prosecuted in connection with the transac­
tion. [P.L.5-1986, § 10.] 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 6 

ELECTION PROFITEERING 

3-14-6-1. Penalty for providing voter information for 
prohibited use. 

3-14-6-2. Misuse of voter information - Penalty. 

3-14-6-1. Penalty for providing 
voter information for prohibited use. 
- An officer or employee of the state 
election board who grants a request for 
voter registration information under IC 
3-7-7.5-6 with knowledge that the infor· 
mation will be used in a manner prohib· 
ited by IC 3-7-7.5-6 commits a Class B 
infraction. An officer or employee of the 
state election board who has previously 
received a judgment for committing an 
infraction under this section, and violates 
this section a second time shall be dis· 
missed from the officer's or employee's 
position. [P.L.13-1992, § 4.] 
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3-14-6-2_ Misuse of voter informa­
tion - Penalty_ - (a) This section does 
not apply to: 

(1) Political activities; or 
(2) Political fundraising activities. 

(b) A person who uses voter registration 
information obtained under IC 3-7-7.5 to 
solicit merchandise, goods, services, or 
subscriptions commits a Class B infrac­
tion. 

(c) The court shall: 
(1) Keep a record; and 
(2) Send a copy of the record to the 
prosecuting attorney of the county in 
which the infraction proceeding was 
tried; 

of a judgment for an infraction proceeding 
tried under this section. 

(d) A person who: 
(1) Has previously received a judg­
ment for committing an infraction 
under this section; and 
(2) Knowingly or intentionally uses 
voter registration information in vio­
lation of this section; 

commits a Class A misdemeanor. 
[P.L.13-1992, § 4.] 

ARTICLE. 

TITLE 5 

STATE AND LOCAL 
ADMINISTRATION 

4. m'FICERS' BONDS AND OATHS, ch. 1. 
8. OFFICERS' IMPEACHMENT, REMOVAL, 

RESIGNATION AND DISQUALIFICA­
TION, chs. 1·4. 

ARTICLE 4 

OFFICERS' BONDS AND OATHS 

CHAPTER. 

1. FILING AND RECORDING - TERMS, 5-4-1-1 

5-4·1-20. 

CHAPTER 1 
FILING AND RECORDING-TERMS 

SECTION. 

5-4-1-1. Oaths - Officers and deputies - Prosecut­
ing attorneys. 

5-4-1-1.1. Oaths - Township assessors and their 
deputies - County assessors -
Form. 

5-4-1-1.2. Oaths - .l"ailure of township assessor or 
city officer to file. 

5-4-1-2. Oaths - Endorsement on commission or 
certificate - Recordation of pros­
ecuting attorney's oath. 

5-4-1-3. Oaths - General assembly - Governor 
and lieutenant governor. 

5-4-1-4. Oaths - Copy, where deposited. 
5-4-1-5. [Repealed.1 
5·4·1·5.1. Performance bonds - Filing - Official 

SECTION. 

bond register - Oath recorded. 
5·4·1·6. Bonds of secretary of state, where filed. 
5·4·1·7. Bonds - Certified copies - Fees. 
5·4·1·8. Approval of bond. 
5·4·1·9. Time for giVing bond - Failure to give 

bond. 
5·4·1·10. Bonds payable to state of Indiana. 
5·4·1·11. Several recoveries on bonds. 
5·4·1·12. Defective bonds valid. 
5·4·1·13. Execution of bonds. 
5·4·1·14. Bonds - Certified copy to be evidence. 
5-4-1-15. [Repealed.1 
5-4·1-15.1. Individual or blanket bond for state em· 

ployees. 
5-4-1·16, 5-4·1-17. [Repealed. I 
5·4·1·18. Individual or blanket bond for employees of 

political subdivisions. 
5·4-1·19. Scope of bonds under IC 5·4-1·18. 
5·4-1-20. Bond of prosecuting attorney. 

5-4-1-1. Oaths - Officers and depu­
ties - Prosecuting attorneys. - (a) 
Every officer and every deputy, before 
entering on the officer's or deputy's official 
duties, shall take an oath to support the 
Constitution of the United States and the 
Constitution of the State of Indiana, and 
that the officer or deputy will faithfully 
discharge the duties of such office. 

(b) A prosecuting attorney and a deputy 
prosecuting attorney shall take the oath 
required under subsection (a) before tak­
ing office. [1 RS. 1852, ch. 13, § 1, p. 166; 
P.L.49-1989, § 2.] 

5-4-1-1.1. Oaths - Township asses­
sors and their deputies - County as­
sessors - Form. - Before beginning the 
duties of office, township assessors and 
their deputies, and county assessors, shall 
take and subscribe an oath or affirmation, 
which shall be administered by the county 
auditor or one [1] of his deputies. The oath 
of the county assessor should be in a form 
similar to the oath of the township asses­
sor and deputies, which is as follows: 
STATE OF INDIANA 

ss: 
COUNTY OF ---,-_,-
I, , do solemnly swear that I 
will support the Constitution of the United 
States, and the Constitution of the State of 
Indiana; that I will faitqfully, impartially, 
and honestly discharge the duties of my 
office as Township Assessor, and that I 
will assess all property assessed by me in 
the manner provided by law according to 
my best knowledge and judgment, so help 
me God. 

Township Assessor 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 

__ day of , 19 __ 

County Auditor (Deputy) 
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[IC 5-4-1-1.1, as added by Acts 1980, P.L. 
8, § 27; 1980, P.L. 24, § 1.] 

5-4-1-1.2. Oaths - Failure of town­
ship assessor or city officer to file. - If 
the township assessor or any city officer 
does not take and file the oath within ten 
[10] days after the beginning of his term, 
the office becomes vacant. [IC 5-4-1-1.2, as 
added by Acts 1980, P.L. 8, § 28.] 

5-4-1-2. Oaths - Endorsement on 
commission or certificate - Recorda­
tion of prosecuting attorney's oath. -
(a) The oath required by section 1 [IC 
5-4-1-1] of this chapter, except in the case 
of a notary public or in those cases speci­
fied in section 3 [IC 5-4-1-3] of this chap­
ter, shall be endorsed on the: 

(1) Commission; 
(2) Certificate if a certificate was is­
sued under IC 3-10-7-34, IC 3-12-4, or 
IC 3-12-5; or 
(3) Certificate of appointment pro 
tempore under IC 3-13-1l-1l; 

signed by the person taking the oath, and 
certified to by the officer before whom it 
was taken, who shall also deliver to the 
person taking the oath a certified copy of 
the oath. 
. (b) The oath of office of a prosecuting 
attorney shall be recorded on the bond 
required by section 20 [IC 5-4-1-20] of this 
chapter and on the commission of the 
prosecuting attorney. [1 RS. 1852, ch. 13, 
§ 2, p. 166; Acts 1978, P.L. 23, § 1; 
P.L.49-1989, § 3; P.L.1O-1992, § 26; 
P.L.3-1993, § 240.] 

5-4-1-3. Oaths - General assembly 
- Governor and lieutenant governor. 
- Members of the general assembly shall 
take such oath, before taking their seats, 
which shall be entered on the journals; and 
the governor and lieutenant governor 
shall each take such oath, in presence of 
both houses of the general assembly in 
convention, and the same shall be entered 
on the journals thereof. [1 RS. 1852, ch. 
13, § 3, p. 166.] 

5-4-1-4. Oaths - Copy, where de­
posited. - The certified copy of the oath 
certified under section 2 [IC 5-4-1-2] of this 
chapter shall be deposited by the person as 
follows: 

(1) Of all officers whose oath is en­
dorsed on the commission and whose 
duties are not limited to a particular 
county, in the office of the secretary of 
state. 
(2) Of county officers and constables 

of a small claims court, in the clerk's 
office of the county. 
(3) Of county council members, offi­
cers appointed by the board of county 
commissioners, and township officers 
that the board may require to do so, 
with the county auditor. 
(4) Of township board members, with 
the township trustee. 
(5) Of city officers, in the office of the 
clerk of the city-county council, city 
clerk, or city clerk-treasurer. 
(6) Of deputies of the surveyor, in a 
book kept by the surveyor for this 
purpose. 
(7) Of town officers, in the office of the 
town clerk-treasurer. 
(8) Of a prosecuting attorney, in the 
office of the secretary of state. 
(9) Of a deputy prosecuting attorney, 
in the office of the clerk of the circuit 
court of the county in which the 
deputy prosecuting attorney resides. 
[1 RS. 1852, ch. 13, § 4, p. 166; Acts 
1980, P.L. 8, § 29; 1980, P.L. 24, § 2; 
P.L.8-1987, § 7; P.L.49-1989, § 4; 
P.L.32-1992, § 1.] 

5-4-1-5. [Repealed.] 

5-4-1-5.1. Performance bonds - Fil­
ing - Official bond register - Oath 
recorded. - (a) "Political subdivision" as 
used in this section means city, town, 
county, circuit, township, municipal corpo­
ration, or special taxing district, or a 
department or subdivision of any of these 
entities, but excludes any department or 
agency of the state. 

(b) Every elected or appointed officer, 
official, deputy, or employee of a political 
subdivision who is required by section 18 
[5-4-1-18] of this chapter to file an official 
bond for the faithful performance of duty, 
except the county recorder and deputies 
and employees of the recorder, shall file 
the bond in the office of the county re­
corder in the county of residence of the 
officer, official, deputy, or employee. The 
county recorder and deputies and em­
ployees of the recorder shall file their 
bonds in the office of the clerk of the 
circuit court. 

(c) The bonds described in subsection (b) 
shall be filed within ten [10] days of their 
issuance or, if approval is required, within 
ten [10] days after their approval by the 
person required to approve the bonds. The 
county recorder shall procure, at the ex­
pense of the county, a book to be known as 
the official bond register. The recorder 
shall record in this book all of the bonds 
filed under this section, indexing them 
alphabetically under the name of the prin-
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cipal and referring to the title, office, and 
page number where recorded. The bonds 
shall be kept in a safe and convenient 
place in the recorder's office with a refer­
ence to the date filed and record and page 
where recorded. 

(d) Every county officer who is required 
to give bond shall have the oath of office 
recorded on the bond. [IC 5-4-1-5.1, as 
added by Acts 1980, P.L. 8, § 30; 1981, 
P.L. 47, § 1.) 

5-4-1-6. Bonds of secretary of state, 
where filed. - The official bond of the 
secretary of state shall be filed and re­
corded in the recorder's office of Marion 
County. [1 RS. 1852, ch. 13, § 6, p. 166; 
Acts 1980, P.L. 8, § 31.) 

5-4-1-7. Bonds - Certified copies -
Fees. - It shall be the duty of every 
officer with whom such certified copies and 
bonds shall be filed to preserve the same, 
and on demand give certified copies 
thereof, or of the record, attested with his 
official seal, and for the same he shall 
receive the same fees allowed by law for 
certified copies in other cases. [1 RS. 1852, 
ch. 13, § 7, p. 166.) 

5-4-1-8. Approval of bond. - (a) The 
official bonds of officers, if sufficient, shall 
be approved as follows: 

(1) Of county officers required to give 
bonds, by the clerk of the circuit court 
unless otherwise specified in this sec­
tion. 
(2) Of county sheriff, county coroner, 
county recorder, county auditor, 
county treasurer, and clerk of the 
circuit court, by the county executive. 
(3) Of county assessor, township 
trustee, and township assessor, by the 
county auditor. 
(4) Of city officers, except the execu­
tive and members of the legislative 
body, by the city executive. 
(5) Of members of the board of public 
works or of the board of public works 
and safety in cities, by the city legisla­
tive body. 
(6) Of clerk-treasurer and marshal of 
a town, by the town legislative body. 
(7) Of a controller of a solid waste 
management district established un­
der IC 13-9.5, by the board of directors 
of the solid waste management dis­
trict. 

(b) A person who approves an official 
bond shall write the approval on the bond. 

(c) A bond must be approved before it is 
filed. [1 RS. 1852, ch. 13, § 8, p. 166; Acts 
1980, P.L. 8, § 32; 1981, P.L. 47, § 2; 
P.L.8-1989, § 17; P.L.33-1992, § 1.) 

5-4-1-9. Time for gIVIng bond -
Failure to give bond. - An officer re­
quired to give an official bond shall give 
the bond before the commencement of his 
term of office. If the officer fails to give the 
bond before that time, the officer may not 
take office. [1 RS. 1852, ch. 13, § 9, p. 166; 
Acts 1980, P.L. 8, § 33; 1980, P.L. 24, § 3.) 

5-4-1-10. Bonds payable to state of 
Indiana. - All official bonds shall be 
payable to the state of Indiana; and every 
such bond shall be obligatory to such state, 
upon the principal and sureties for the 
faithful discharge of all duties required of 
such officer by any law, then or subse­
quently in force, for the use of any person 
injured by any breach of the condition 
thereof. [1 RS. 1852, ch. 13, § 10, p. 166.) 

5-4-1-11. Several recoveries on 
bonds. - No official bond shall be void on 
a first recovery, but suits may be insti­
tuted thereon, from time to time, until the 
penalty thereof is exhausted. [1 RS. 1852, 
ch. 13, § 11, p. 166.) 

5-4-1-12. Defective bonds valid. -
No official bond shall be void because of 
defects in form or substance or in the 
approval and filing thereof, but upon the 
suggestion of such defects, such bond shall 
be obligatory as if properly executed, filed 
and approved. [1 RS. 1852, ch. 13, § 12, p. 
166.) 

5-4-1-13. Execution of bonds. - (a) 
All official bonds required by statute shall 
be executed by the principal and one or 
more freehold sureties except as provided 
by subsection (b). 

(b) The official bonds of county sur­
veyors and township trustees shall be 
executed by the principal and by two [2) or 
more freehold sureties or an authorized 
surety company. [1 RS. 1852, ch. 13, § 13, 
p. 166; Acts 1980, P.L. 8, § 34.) 

5-4-1-14_ Bonds - Certified copy to 
be evidence. - A copy, a record, or a copy 
of a record of an official bond legally 
certified has the same effect in evidence as 
the original. Suit may be brought on a 
copy of an official bond as on the original. 
[1 RS. 1852, ch. 13, § 14, p. 166; Acts 
1980, P.L. 8, § 35.) 

5-4-1-15. [Repealed.) 

5-4-1-15.1. Individual or blanket 
bond for state employees_ - (a) When­
ever it is necessary to bond any deputies or 
employees of any department or agency of 
the state, the appropriate administrative 
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officer may bond or cause to be bonded 
those deputies or employees by either 
individual or blanket bonds to cover the 
faithful performance of duties and in 
amounts and with surety approved by the 
administrative officer. 

(b) Individual or blanket bonds obtained 
under this section shall be filed and paid 
for in the same manner as public official 
bonds. 

(c) This section does not apply to officers 
required by law to execute and furnish 
individual official bonds. [IC 5·4·1·15.1, as 
added by Acts 1982, P.L. 33, § 3.] 

5·4·1·16, 5·4·1·17. [Repealed.] 

5·4·1·18. Individual or blanket bond 
for employees of political subdivisions. 
- (a) Except as proVided in subsection (b), 
the following city, town, county, or town· 
ship officers and employees shall file an 
individual surety bond: 

(1) City judges, controllers, clerks, 
and clerk·treasurers. 
(2) Town judges and clerk·treasurers. 
(3) Auditors, treasurers, recorders, 
surveyors, sheriffs, coroners, asses­
sors, and clerks. 
(4) Township trustees and assessors. 
(5) Those employees directed to file an 
individual bond by the fiscal body of a 
city, town, or county. 

(b) The fiscal body of a city, town, 
county, or township may by ordinance 
authorize a blanket bond to cover the 
faithful performance of all employees, 
'commission members, and persons acting 
on behalf of the local government unit 
'including those officers described in sub· 
section (a). 

(c) The fiscal bodies of the respective 
units shall fix the amount of the bond of 
city controllers, city clerk·treasurers, town 
clerk·treasurers, Barrett Law fund custo· 
dians, county treasurers, county sheriffs, 
circuit court clerks, township trustees, and 
conservancy district financial clerks as 
follows: 

(1) The amount must equal fifteen 
thousand dollars ($15,000) for each 
one million dollars ($1,000,000) of 
receipts of the officer's office during 
the last complete fiscal year before the 
purchase of the bond, subject to subdi· 
vision (2). 
(2) The amount may not be less than 
fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) nor 
more than three hundred thousand 
dollars ($300,000). 

County auditors shall file bonds in 
amounts of not less than fifteen thousand 
dollars ($15,000), as fixed by the fiscal 
body of the county. The amount of the bond 
of any other person required to file an 

individual bond shall be fixed by the fiscal 
body of the unit at not less than eight 
thousand five hundred dollars ($8,500). 

(d) A controller of a solid waste manage· 
ment district established under IC 13·9.5 
shall file an individual surety bond in an 
amount: 

(1) Fixed by the board of directors of 
the solid waste management district; 
and 
(2) That is at least fifteen thousand 
dollars ($15,000). 

(e) Except as provided under subsection 
(d), a person who is required to file an 
individual surety bond by the board of 
directors of a solid waste management 
district established under IC 13·9.5 shall 
file a bond in an amount fixed by the board 
of directors. 

(I) In 1982 and every four (4) years after 
that, the state examiner shall review the 
bond amounts fixed under this section and 
report to the general assembly whether 
changes are necessary to ensure adequate 
and economical coverage. 

(g) The commissioner of insurance shall 
prescribe the form of the bonds required by 
this section, in consultation with the com· 
mission on public records under IC 
5·15·5.1·6. [IC 5·4·1·18, as added by Acts 
1981, P.L. 47, § 3; P.L.49·1989, § 5; 
P.L.54·1989, § 1; P.L.33·1992, § 2.] 

5·4·1·19. Scope of bonds under Ie 
5·4·1·18. - The bonds prescribed by IC 
5·4·1·18 cover the faithful performance of 
the duties of the officer or employee, 
including the duty to comply with IC 
35·44·1·2 and the duty to account properly 
for all monies and property received by 
virtue of his position or employment. [IC 
5·4·1·19, as added by Acts 1981, P.L. 47, 
§ 4.] 

5·4·1·20. Bond of prosecuting attor· 
ney. - (a) A person elected to the office of 
prosecuting attorney shall execute an indi· 
vidual surety bond for the faithful perfor· 
mance of the duties of the office. The 
amount of the bond must be at least eight 
thousand five hundred dollars ($8,500). 

(b) A person elected to the office of 
prosecuting attorney may not take office 
until that person has filed a bond: 

(1) In the office of the county recorder 
of the county in which the person 
resides; and 
(2) Within ten (10) days after the 
bond is issued. 

(c) The cost of a bond shall be paid by 
the county. For multirle county judicial 
circuits, the cost shal be paid by each 
county in the judicial circuit in the man· 
ner provided by IC 33·13·12·4. 
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(d) A bond must be: 
(1) Executed by the person elected 
prosecuting attorney and one 0) or 
more freehold sureties; and 
(2) Payable to the state as provided in 
section 10 [IC 5-4-1-10] of this chapter. 

(e) A bond is not void on first recovery, 
and suits may be brought on the bond until 
the penalty is exhausted. 

(I) If a bond has been legally certified, 
any of the following have the same effect 
in evidence as the bond: 

0) A copy of the bond. 
(2) A record of the bond. 
(3) A copy of a record of the bond. 

(g) The county recorder of the county in 
which the person elected prosecuting at­
torney resides shall record the bond in an 
official bond register. [P.L.49-1989, § 6.] 

ARTICLE 8 

OFFICERS' IMPEACHMENT, 
REMOVAL, RESIGNATION 
AND DISQUALIFICATION 

CHAPTER. 

1. IMPEACHMENT AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE, 
5·8-1·1 - 5·8-1-37. 

2. REMOVAL FOR INTOXICATION DURING BUSINESS 

HOURS, 5-8-2-1. 
3. DISQUALIFICATION BY VIOLATION OF LAWS OF 

UNITED STATES, 5-8-3-1, 5-8-3-2. 
3.5. NOTICE OF RESIGNATION, 5-8-3.S-l. 
4. RESIGNATIONS - WITHDRAWALS, 5-8-4-1 

5·8·4-3. 

CHAPTER 1 

IMPEACHMENT AND REMOVAL FROM 
OFFICE 

SECTION. 
5-8-1-1. Impeachment for misdemeanor. 
S-S-1-2. Resolution of impeachment - Trial. 
5-8-1-3. Delivery of articles of impeachment. 
5-8-1-4. Time for hearing. 
5-B-1-5. Notice to officer. 
5·B-1-6. Failure to appear - Hearing. 
5-8-1-7. Objections and plea. 
5-8-1-8. Objections overruled - Answer. 
5·8-1-9. Oaths to members of court. 
5-8-1-10. Vote required to convict. 
5-8-1-11. Judgment on conviction. 
5-8-1-12. Majority vote on resolution. 
5-8-1-13. Judgment - Suspennion or removal. 
5-8-1-14. Suspension - Fees and salary. 
5-8-1-15. Suspension pending trial. 
5-8-1-16. Chief justice presiding. 
5-8-1-17. Indictment or information not barred. 
5-8-1-18. Continuance of senate to try. 
5-8-1-19. Judges and prosecutors - Removal 

Filling vacancies. 
5·8-1·20. [Repealed.1 
5-8·1-21. Accusation of local officers - Prosecution, 
5-8·1-22. Contents of accusation. 
5-8-1-23. Service of copy of accusation - Filing of 

originaL 

SECTION. 

5-8-1-24. Appearance by defendant - Answer 
Effect of nonappearance. 

5-8-1-25. Character of answer. 
5-8-1-26. Objections in writing. 
5-8-1-27. Oral denial. 
5-8-1-28. Objection overruled - Answer. 
5-8-1-29. Pleas of guilty or not guilty - Refusal to 

answer - Effect. 
5-8-1-30. Jury trial. 
5-8-1-31. Process for witnesses. 
5-8-1-32, 5·8-1-33. [Repealed. I 
5-8-1-34. Accusation of prosecuting attorney - Pros· 

ecution by attorney generaL 
5-8-1-35. Malfeasance, accusation, hearing. judg­

ment. 
5-8-1-36. [Repealed. J 
5-8-1-37. Conviction of felony. 

5-8-1-1. Impeachment for misde­
meanor. - (a) Under Article 6, Sections 7 
and 8 of the Constitution of the State of 
Indiana, all state officers other than jus­
tices of the supreme court or judges of the 
court of appeals of Indiana or the Indiana 
tax court, all other judges, prosecuting 
attorneys, and all county, city, town, and 
township officers are liable to impeach­
ment for any misdemeanor in office. 

(b) A justice of the supreme court or a 
judge of the court of appeals of Indiana or 
of the Indiana tax court is subject to 
removal from office under Article 7, Sec­
tion 11 of the Constitution of the State of 
Indiana. [Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 1, p. 278; 
P.L.3-1993, § 241.] 

5-8-1-2. Resolution of impeachment 
- Trial. - All impeachments must be by 
resolution, adopted, originated in and con­
ducted by managers elected by the house 
of representatives, who must prepare arti­
cles of impeachment, present them at the 
bar of the senate and prosecute the same, 
and the trial must be had before the senate 
sitting as a court of impeachment. [Acts 
1897, ch. 182, § 2, p. 278.] 

. 5-8-1-3, Delivery of articles of im­
peachment. - When an officer is im­
peached by the house of representatives for 
a misdemeanor in office, the articles of 
impeachment must be delivered to the 
president of the senate, saving and except­
ing only that in case the officer impeached 
be the governor, lieutenant governor, or 
the acting president of the senate, such 
articles shall be delivered to the secretary 
of the senate. [Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 3, p. 
278.] 

5-8-1-4. Time for hearing. - The 
senate must assign a day for the hearing of 
the impeachment, and inform the man­
agers elected by the house of representa­
tives thereof. The secretary of the senate 
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must cause a copy of the articles of im­
peachment, with a notice to appear and 
answer the same at the time and place 
appointed, to be served on the defendant 
not less than ten [IO] days before the day 
fixed for the hearing. [Acts 1897, ch. 182, 
§ 4, p. 278.] 

5-8-1-5. Notice to officer. - The ser­
vice must be made upon the defendant 
personally, or if he cannot, upon diligent 
inquiry, be found within the state, the 
senate, upon proof of the fact, may order 
publication to be made, in such manner as 
it may deem proper, of a notice requiring 
him to appear at a specified time and place 
and answer the articles of impeachment. 
[Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 5, p. 278.] 

5-8-1-6. Failure to appear - Hear­
ing. - If the defendant does not appear, 
the senate, upon proof of service or publi­
cation, as provided in the two [2] sections 
last preceding [5-8-1-4, 5-8-1-5], may, ofits 
own motion, or for cause shown, assign 
another day for hearing the impeachment, 
or may proceed, in the absence of the 
defendant, to trial and judgment. [Acts 
1897, ch. 182, § 6, p. 278.] 

5·8-1-7. Objections and plea. 
When the defendant appears, he may in 
writing object to the sufficiency of the 
articles of impeachment, or he may answer 
the same by an oral plea of not guilty, 
which plea must be entered upon the 
journal and put in issue every material 
allegation of the articles of impeachment. 
[Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 7, p. 278.] 

5-8-1-8. Objections overruled - An­
swer. - If the objection to the sufficiency 
of the articles of impeachment is not 
sustained by a majority of the members of 
the senate who heard the argument, the 
defendant must be ordered forthwith to 
answer the articles of impeachment. If he 
then pleads guilty, the senate must render 
judgment of conviction against him. If he 
plead not guilty, or refuses to plead, the 
senate must, at such time as it may 
appoint, proceed to try the impeachment. 
[Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 8, p. 278.] 

5-8-1-9. Oaths to members of court. 
- At the time and place appointed, and 
before the senate proceeds to act on the 
impeachment, the secretary must adminis­
ter to the president of the senate, and the 
president of the senate to each of the 
members of the senate then present, an 
oath, truly and impartially to hear, try 
and determine the impeachment; and no 
member of the senate can vote or act upon 

the impeachment, or upon any question 
arising thereon, without having taken 
such oath. [Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 9, p. 278.] 

5-8-1-10. Vote required to convict. 
- The defendant cannot be convicted on 
impeachment without the conCUTrence of 
two-thirds [2J,] of the members elected, 
voting by ayes and noes, and if two-thirds 
[2/3] of the members elected do not concur 
in a conviction, he must be acquitted. [Acts 
1897, ch. 182, § 10, p. 278.] 

5-8-1-11. Judgment on conviction. 
- After conviction, the senate must, at 
such time as it may appoint, pronounce 
judgment, in the form of resolution entered 
upon the journals of the senate. [Acts 
1897, ch. 182, § 11, p. 278.] 

5-8-1-12. Majority vote on resolu­
tion. - On the adoption of the resolution 
by a majority of the members present who 
voted on the question of acquittal or con­
viction, it becomes the judgment of the 
senate. [Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 12, p. 278.] 

5-8-1-13. Judgment - Suspension 
or removal. - The judgment may be that 
the defendant be suspended or that he be 
removed from office and disqualified to 
hold any office of honor, trust or profit, 
under the state. [Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 13, 
p. 278.] 

5-8-1-14. Suspension - Fees and 
salary. - If judgment of suspension is 
given, the defendant, during the contin­
uance thereof, is disqualified from receiv­
ing the salary, fees or emoluments of the 
office. [Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 14, p. 278.] 

5-8-1-15. Suspension pending trial. 
- Whenever articles of impeachment 
against any officer subject to impeachment 
are presented to the senate, such officer is 
temporarily suspended from office and 
cannot act in the officer's official capacity 
until the officer is acquitted. Upon such 
suspension of any officer other than the 
governor, the office must, at once, be 
temporarily filled by an appointment 
made by the governor, with the advice and 
consent of the senate, until the acquittal of 
the party impeached, or, in case of re­
moval, until the vacancy is filled as re­
quired by law. [Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 15, p. 
278; P.L.3-1989, § 27.] 

5-8-1-16. Chief justice presiding. -
If the governor or lieutenant governor is 
impeached, the chief justice of the Su­
preme Court of the state shall preside over 
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the senate during the impeachment trial, 
but he shall not have the right to vote. 
[Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 16, p. 278.] 

5-8-1-17. Indictment or information 
not barred. - If the offense for which the 
defendant is convicted on impeachment is 
also the subject of an indictment or infor­
mation, the indictment or information is 
not barred hereby. [Acts 1897, ch. 182, 
§ 17, p. 278.) 

5-8-1-lS. Continuance of senate to 
try. - In case impeachment proceedings 
be pending in the senate at the time of the 
expiration of any session of the general 
assembly, the senate shall be continued in 
session for the sole and only purpose of 
sitting as a court of impeachment until 
such impeachment proceedings be con­
cluded, and may, pending the conclusion of 
such impeachment proceedings, adjourn 
from time to time, as it may deem expe­
dient. [Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 18, p. 278.] 

5-S-1-19. Judges and prosecutors -
Removal - Filling vacancies. - (a) 
Under Article 7, Section 13 of the Consti­
tution of the State of Indiana, whenever a 
circuit, superior, probate, or county court 
judge or prosecuting attorney has been 
convicted of corruption or any other high 
crime, the attorney general shall bring 
proceedings in the supreme court, on infor­
mation, in the name of the state, for the 
removal from office of the judge or prose­
cuting attorney. 

(b) If the judgment is against the defen­
dant, the defendant is removed from office. 
The governor shall, subject to: 

(1) Ie 33-5-5.1-37.1; 
(2) IC 33-5-5.1-41.1; 
(3) IC 33-5-29.5-39; 
(4) IC 33-5-40-44; and 
(5) IC 33-6-1-12; 

appoint a successor to fill the vacancy in 
office. [Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 19, p. 278; 
P.L.3-1987, § 497; P.L.3-1993, § 242.] 

5-S-1-20. [Repealed.] 

5-8-1-21. Accusation of local offi­
cers - Prosecution. - An accusation in 
writing against any district officer, county 
officer, township officer, municipal officer, 
or prosecuting attorney may be presented 
by the grand jury of the county in which 
the officer accused is elected or appointed. 
[Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 21, p. 278; 
P.L.I-1990, § 56.] 

5-S-1-22. Contents of accusation. -
The accusation must state the offense 
charged in ordinary and concise language, 

and without repetition. [Acts 1897, ch. 
182, § 22, p. 278.] 

5-8-1-23. Service of copy of accusa­
tion - Filing of original. - The accusa­
tion must be delivered by the foreman of 
the grand jury to the prosecuting attorney 
of the county, except when he is the officer 
accused, who must cause a copy thereof to 
be served upon the defendant, and require, 
by notice in writing of not less than ten 
(10) days, that he appear before the circuit 
court of the county at the time mentioned 
in the notice, and answer the accusation. 
The original accusation must then be filed 
with the clerk of the court, or if he be the 
party accused, with the judge of the court. 
[Acts 1987, ch. 182, § 23, p. 278; 
P.L.3-1993, § 243.1 

5-S-1-24. Appearance by defendant 
- Answer - Effect of nonappearance. 
- The defendant must appear at the time 
appointed in the notice and answer the 
accusation, unless, for some sufficient 
cause, the court assign another day for 
that purpose. If he does not appear, the 
court may proceed to hear and determine 
the accusation in his absence. [Acts 1897, 
ch. 182, § 24, p. 27S.] 

5-S-1-25. Character of answer. -
The defendant may answer the accusation 
either by objecting to the sufficiency 
thereof, or of any article therein, or by 
denying the truth of the same. [Acts 1897, 
ch. 182, § 25, p. 278.) 

5-S-1-26. Objections in writing. - If 
the defendant objects to the legal suffi­
ciency of the accusation, the objection 
must be in writing, but need not be in any 
specific form, it being sufficient if it 
presents intelligibly the grounds of the 
objection. [Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 26, p. 
27S.) 

5-S-1-27. Oral denial. - If he [the 
defendant] denies the truth of the accusa­
tion, the denial may be oral and without 
oath, and must be entered upon the 
minutes. [Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 27, p. 278.] 

5-S-1-2S. Objection overruled - An­
swer. - If an objection to the sufficiency 
of the accusation is not sustained, the 
defendant must answer thereto forthwith. 
[Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 28, p. 278.] 

5-8-1-29. Pleas of guilty or not guilty 
- Refusal to answer - Effect. - If the 
defendant pleads guilty, or refuses to an­
swer the accusation, the court must render 
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judgment of conviction against him. If he 
denies the matters charged, the court must 
immediately, or at such time as it may 
appoint, proceed to try the accusation. 
[Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 29, p. 278.] 

5-8-1-30. Jury trial. - The trial must 
be by a jury, and conducted in all respects 
in the same manner as the trial of an 
indictment for a misdemeanor. [Acts 1897, 
ch. 182, § 30, p. 278.] 

5-8-1-31. Process for witnesses. -
The prosecuting attorney and the defen­
dant are respectively entitled to such pro­
cess as may be necessary to enforce the 
attendance of witnesses, as upon a trial of 
an indictment. [Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 31, p. 
278.] 

5-8-1-32, 5-8-1-33. [Repealed.] 

5-8-1-34. Accusation of prosecuting 
attorney - Prosecution by attorney 
general. - The same proceedings may be 
had on like grounds for the removal of a 
prosecuting attorney, except that the accu­
sation must be delivered by the foreman of 
the grand jury to the clerk, and by him to 
the judge of the circuit court of the county, 
or criminal court, if such court exists in 
the county, who must thereupon notify the 
attorney general to act as prosecuting 
officer in the matter, and shall designate 
some resident attorney to act as assistant 
to the attorney general in such prosecu­
tion, whose compensation shall be fixed by 
the court and paid out of the county 
treasury. [Acts 1897, ch. 182, § 34, p. 278.] 

5-8-1-35. Malfeasance, accusation, 
hearing, judgment. - (a) When an accu­
sation in writing, verified by the oath of 
any person, is presented to a circuit court, 
alleging that any officer within the juris­
diction of the court has been guilty of: 

(1) Charging and collecting illegal 
fees for services rendered or to be 
rendered in his office; 
(2) Refusing or neglecting to perform 
the official duties pertaining to his 
office; or 
(3) Violating IC 36-6-4-17(b) if the 
officer is the executive of a township; 

the court must cite the party charged to 
appear before the court at any time not 
more than ten (10) nor less than five (5) 
days from the time the accusation was 
presented, and on that day or some other 
subsequent day not more than twenty (20) 
days from the time the accusation was 
presented must proceed to hear, in a 
summary manner, the accusation and evi­
dence offered in support of the same, and 

the answer and evidence offered by the 
party accused. 

(b) If after the hearing under subsection 
(a) it appears that the charge is sustained, 
the court must do the following: 

(1) Enter a decree that the party 
accused be deprived of his office. 
(2) Enter a judgment as follows: 

(A) For five hundred dollars ($500) 
in favor of the prosecuting officer. 
(B) For costs as are allowed in civil 
cases. 
(C) For the amount of money that 
was paid to the officer in compensa­
tion from the day when the accusa­
tion was filed under this section to 
the day when judgment is entered in 
favor of the public entity paying the 
compensation to the officer. 

(c) In an action under this section, a 
court may award reasonable attorney's 
fees, court costs, and other reasonable 
expenses of litigation to the accused officer 
if: 

(1) The officer prevails; and 
(2) The court finds that the accusation 
is frivolous or vexatious. [Acts 1897, 
ch. 182, § 35, p. 278; P.L.34-1992, 
§ 1.] 

5-8-1-36. [Repealed.] 

5-8-1-37. Conviction of felony. - (a) 
As used in this section: 

~~Felony" means any crime punishable 
by imprisonment for more than one 
year in any correctional facility. 
"Public officer" means any person, 
elected or appointed, who holds any 
state, county, township, city, or town 
office. 

(b) Any public officer convicted of a 
felony during his term of office shall: 

(1) Be removed from office by opera­
tion of law when he is sentenced for 
the felony; and 
(2) Not receive any salary or remu­
neration from the time he is sentenced 
for the felony. 

(c) If the conviction is reversed, vacated, 
or set aside, and the officer's term has not 
expired, the officer shall: 

(1) Be reinstated in office; and 
(2) Receive any salary or other remu­
neration which he would have re­
ceived had he not been removed from 
office. 

(d) If the conviction is reversed, vacated, 
or set aside, and the officer's term has 
expired, he shall receive any salary or 
other remuneration which he would have 
received had he not been removed from 
office. 

(e) Every vacancy in a public office 
caused by the removal of a public officer 



291 NOTICE OF RESIGNATION 5-8-3.5-1 

under this section shall be filled as pro- CHAPTER 3.5 
vided by law. If a convicted public officer is 
reinstated, the person filling the office NOTICE OF RESIGNATION 
during the appeal shall cease to hold the 
office. nC5-8-1-37, as added by Acts 1982, SECTION. 

P.L. 34, * 1; P.L.16-1983, § 2.] 5-8-3.5-1. Notice - To whom given. 

CHAPTER 2 

REMOVAL FOR INTOXICATION DURING 
BUSINESS HOURS 

SECTION. 
5~8·2-1. Removal for intoxication. 

5-8-2-1. Removal for intoxication. -
Any person holding any office under the 
constitution or laws of this state who shall 
voluntarily become intoxicated within the 
business hours of the office, or is in the 
habit of becoming intoxicated by the use of 
intoxicating liquors, shall be removed 
from office under IC 34-1-59. [Acts 1875, 
ch. 58, § 1, p. 91; P.L.3-1993, * 244.] 

CHAPTER 3 

DISQUALIFICATION BY VIOLATION OF LAWS 
OF UNITED STATES 

SECTION. 
5-8-3-1. Qualifications for holding office. 
5-8-3-2. Appointment or election of disqualified per­

son void. 

5-8-3-1. Qualifications for holding 
office. - A person may not hold an office 
within Indiana, either by election or ap­
pointment, if the person has been con­
victed of: 

(1) Evading the Selective Service Act 
(50 App. U.S.C. 451-473); 
(2) Engaging in conspiracy or an at­
tempt to defraud the government of 
the United States; 
(3) Seditious utterances in violation of 
the laws of the United States; or 
(4) Any other crime against the laws 
of the United States where the sen­
tence imposed exceeded six (6) 
months. [Acts 1921, ch. 83, § 1, p. 179; 
P.L.3-1987, * 498; P.L.10-1988, * 216.] 

5-8-3-2. Appointment or election or 
disqualified person void. - Any ap­
pointment or election of any person lack­
ing the qualification described in section 1 
[IC 5-8-3-1] of this chapter is absolutely 
void and the person shall be removed from 
office under IC 34-1-59. [Acts 1921, ch. 83, * 2, p. 179; P.L.25-1986, § 25; P.L.3-1993, * 245.] 

5-8-3.5-1. Notice - To whom given. 
- (a) Officers who resign shall give writ­
ten notice of their resignation as follows: 

(1) The governor and lieutenant gov­
ernor shall notify the general assem­
bly if it is in session. If the general 
assembly is not in session, they shall 
notify the secretary of state. 
(2) Members of the general assembly 
shall notify the governor, and in addi­
tion: 

(A) Members of the senate shall 
notify the president pro tempore of 
the senate; and 
(B) Members of the house of repre­
sentatives shall notify the speaker 
of the house. 

(3) All officers commissioned by the 
governor shall notify the governor. 
(4) All officers entitled to receive a 
certifica te of election from the clerk of 
the circuit court under IC 3-12-4 or IC 
3-12-5 or from a town clerk-treasurer 
under IC 3-10-7-34 shall notify the 
clerk of the circuit court or the town 
clerk-treasurer. 
(5) All county officers shall notify the 
board or council having the power to 
appoint a successor or that would have 
the power if IC 3-13-7-1 did not apply. 
(6) All city, town, or township officers 
shall notify the council having power 
to appoint a successor if IC 3-13-8-1, 
IC 3-13-9-1, or IC 3-13-10-1 did not 
apply. 
(7) All other officers shall notify the 
officer, board, or court from whom 
they received their appointment. 

(b) An officer, a board, or a court that 
receives notice of a resignation and does 
not have the power to fill the vacancy 
created by the resignation shall, within 
seventy-two (72) hours after receipt of the 
notice of resignation, give notice of the 
vacancy to the officer, board, or court that 
has the power to: 

(1) Fill the vacancy; or 
(2) Call a caucus for the purpose of 
filling the vacancy. [IC 5-8-3.5-1, as 
added by Acts 1980, P.L. 8, § 39; 
P.L.6-1983, § 17; P.L.49-1983, § 1; 
P.L.5-1986, § 12; P.L.1-1991, * 31; 
P.L.1O-1992, § 27; P.L.3-1993, § 246.] 
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CHAPTER 4 

RESIGNATIONS-WITHDRAWALS 

SECTION. 

5·8·4·!. Approval required for withdrawal of resig­
nation. 

5-8-4-2. Written resignations - Conditions therein 
null and void. 

5-8-4-3. [Repealed.l 

5-8-4-1. Approval required for with­
drawal of resignation. - Whenever any 
officer, servant or employee of the state of 
Indiana, or of any board, bureau, commis­
sion, department, division, instrumental­
ity or agency thereof, or of any city, town, 
county, township, or school corporation, 
shall submit in writing his or her resigna­
tion, whether to take effect at once, when 
accepted, or at some future fixed date, with 
the proper officer, person or persons or 
authority of government to receive such 
resignation, the person so submitting such 
written resignation shall have no right to 
withdraw, rescind, annul or amend such 
resignation without the consent of the 
officer, person or persons or authority of 
government having power by law to fill 
such vacancy. [Acts 1945, ch. 119, § I, p. 
249.] 

5-8-4-2. Written resignations - Con­
ditions therein null and void. - Any 
condition contained in any resignation, 
except as to time of taking effect of the 
same, shall be null and void. [Acts 1945, 
ch. 119, § 2, p. 249.] 

5-8-4-3. [Repealed.] 

TITLE 7.1 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

ARTICLE. 

5. CRIMES, ch. 10. 

CHAPTER. 

ARTICLE 5 

CRIMES 

10. UNLAWFUL SALES, 7.1-5-10-1. 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 10 

UNLAWFUL SALES 

7.1-5-10-1. Times when sales unlawful. 

7.1-5-10-1. Times when sales unlaw­
ful. - (a) It is unlawful to sell alcoholic 
beverages at the following times: 

(1) At a time other than that made 
lawful by the provisions of IC 
7.1-3-1-14; 
(2) On Christmas Day and until 7:00 
o'clock in the morning, prevailing lo­
cal time, the following day; and 
(3) On primary election day and gen­
eral election day from 3:00 o'clock in 
the morning, prevailing local time, 
until the voting polls are closed in the 
evening on these days. 

(b) During the time when the sale of 
alcoholic beverages is unlawful, no alco­
holic beverages shall be sold, dispensed, 
given away, or otherwise disposed of on 
the licensed premises and the licensed 
premises shall remain closed to the extent 
that the nature of the business carried on 
on the premises, as at a hotel or restau­
rant, permits. 

(c) It is unlawful to sell alcoholic bever­
ages on New Years Day for off-premises 
consumption. [IC 7.1-5-10-1, as added by 
Acts 1973, P.L. 55, § 1; 1978, P.L. 51, § 7.] 

ARTICLE. 

TITLE 34 

CIVIL PROCEDURE 

4. SPECIAL PROCEEDINGS, ch. 32. 

CHAPTER. 

ARTICLE 4 

SPECIAL PROCEEDINGS 

32. INFRACTION AND ORDINANCE VIOLATION EN­

FORCEMENT PROCEEDINGS, 34-4-32-1- 34-4-
32-5. 

CHAPTER 32 
INFRACTION AND ORDINANCE VIOLATION 

ENFORCEMENT PROCEEDINGS 

SECTION. 
34-4-32·1. Enforcement proceedings. 
344·32·1.3. "Moving traffic violation." 
34-4-32-1.5. Pleadings. 
344·32·2. Detention of suspect by law enforcement 

officer. 
34·4·32·3. Refusal of detainee to provide identity -

Penalty. 
34-4-32-4. Judgments and costs. 
34-4-32-5. Traffic violations bureau - Violations 

c1erk - Acceptance of payment 
for traffic violations. 

34-4-32-1. Enforcement actions -
Deferral program. - (a) An action to 
enforce a statute defining an infraction 
shall be brought in the name of the state of 
Indiana by the prosecuting attorney for 
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the judicial circuit in which the infraction 
allegedly took place. 

(b) An action to enforce an ordinance 
shall be brought in the name of the 
municipal corporation. The municipal cor­
poration need not prove that it or the 
ordinance is valid unless validity is contro­
verted by affidavit. 

(c) Actions under this chapter: 
(1) Shall be conducted in accordance 
with the Indiana Rules of Trial Proce­
dure; and 
(2) Must be brought within two (2) 
years after the alleged conduct or 
violation occurred. 

(d) The plaintiff in an action under this 
chapter must prove the commission of an 
infraction or ordinance violation by a 
preponderance of the evidence. 

(e) The complaint and summons de­
scribed in IC 9-30-3-6 may be used for any 
infraction or ordinance violation. 

(I) The prosecuting attorney or the at­
torney for a municipal corporation may 
establish a deferral program for deferring 
actions brought under this section. Actions 
may be deferred under this section if: 

(1) The defendant in the action agrees 
to conditions of a deferral program 
offered by the prosecuting attorney or 
the attorney for a municipal corpora­
tion; 
(2) The defendant in the action agrees 
to pay to the clerk of the court an 
initial user's fee and monthly user's 
fee set by the prosecuting attorney or 
the attorney for the municipal corpo­
ration in accordance with IC 
33-19-5-2(e); 
(3) The terms of the agreement are 
recorded in an instrument signed by 
the defendant and the prosecuting 
attorney or the attorney for the mu­
nicipal corporation; 
(4) The defendant in the action agrees 
to pay court costs of twenty-five dol­
lars ($25) to the clerk of court if the 
action involves a moving traffic of­
fense (as defined in IC 9-13-2-110); 
and 
(5) The agreement is filed in the court 
in which the action is brought. 

When a defendant complies with the terms 
of an agreement filed under this subsec­
tion, the prosecuting attorney or the attor­
ney for the municipal corporation shall 
request the court to dismiss the action. 
Upon receipt of a request to dismiss an 
action under this subsection the court 
shall dismiss the action. An action dis­
missed under this subsection may not be 
refiled. [IC 34-4-32-1, as added by Acts 
1981, P.L. 108, § 37; P.L.309-1985, § 1; 
P.L.288-1989, § 4; P.L.211-1991, § 8; 
P.L.1-1993, § 237.] 

34-4-32-1.3. "Moving traffic viola­
tion." - As used in this chapter, "moving 
traffic violation" means a violation of: 

(1) A statute defining an infraction; 
or 
(2) An ordinance; 

that applies when a motor vehicle is in 
motion. [P.L.93-1991, § 3.] 

34-4-32·1.5. Pleadings. - In an action 
for a moving traffic violation, the plead­
ings are as follows: 

(1) A summons and complaint. 
(2) Entry by a defendant of: 

(A) An admission to the violation; 
(B) A denial of the violation; or 
(C) A declaration of nolo contendere 
in which the defendant consents to 
entry of judgment for the state with­
out admitting to the violation. 
LP.L.93-1991, § 4.] 

34·4·32·2. Detention of suspect by 
law enforcement officer. - Whenever a 
law enforcement officer believes in good 
faith that a person has committed an 
infraction or ordinance violation, he may 
detain that person for a time sufficient to: 

(1) Inform the person of the allega­
tion; 

(2) Obtain the person's: 
(A) Name, address, and date of 

birth; or 
(B) Driver's license, if in his posses-

sion; and 
(3) Allow the person to execute a 
notice to appear. [IC 34-4-32-2, as 
added by Acts 1981, P.L. 108, § 37.] 

34·4·32·3. Refusal of detainee to 
provide identity - Penalty. - A person 
who knowingly or intentionally refuses to 
provide either his: 

(1) Name, address, and date of birth; 
or 

(2) Driver's license, if in his posses· 
sion; 
to a law enforcement officer who has 
stopped the person for [an] infraction or 
ordinance violation commits a class C 
misdemeanor. [IC 34-4·32-3, as added by 
Acts 1981, P.L. 108, § 37.] 

34·4·32·4. Judgments and costs. -
(a) A judgment of up to ten thousand 
dollars ($10,000) may be entered for a 
violation constituting a Class A infraction. 

(b) A judgment of up to one thousand 
dollars ($1,000) may be entered for a 
violation constituting a Class B infraction. 

(c) A judgment of up to five hundred 
dollars ($500) may be entered for a viola­
tion constituting a Class C infraction. 
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(d) A judgment of up to twenty-five 
dollars ($25) may be entered for a violation 
constituting a Class D infraction. 

(e) A judgment: 
(1) Up to the amount requested in the 

complaint; and 
(2) Not exceeding any limitation un­

der IC 36-1-3-8; 
may be entered for an ordinance violation. 

(0 A defendant against whom a judg­
ment is entered is liable for costs. Costs 
are part of the judgment and may not be 
suspended except under IC 9-30-3-12. 
Whenever a judgment is entered against a 
person for the commission of two (2) or 
more civil violations (infractions or ordi­
nance violations), the court may waive the 
person's liability for costs for all but one 
(1) of the violations. This subsection does 
not apply to judgments entered for viola­
tions constituting Class D infractions. 

(g) If a judgment is entered for a viola­
tion constituting a Class D infraction or if 
a judgment is entered in favor of the 
defendant in any case, he is not liable for 
costs. 

(h) If a defendant fails to satisfy a 
judgment entered against him for the 
violation of a traffic ordinance or for a 
traffic infraction by a date fixed by the 
court, the court may suspend the defen­
dant's drivers license. When a court sus­
pends a person's drivers license under this 
section, the court shall forward notice of 
the suspension to the bureau of motor 
vehicles. 

(i) Except for costs, the funds collected 
as judgments for violations of statutes 
defining infractions shall be deposited in 
the state general fund. 

(j) A judgment may be entered against a 
defendant under this section upon a find­
ing by the court that the defendant: 

(1) Violated: 
(A) A statute defining an infrac­
tion; or 
(B) An ordinance; or 

(2) Consents to entry of judgment for 
the plaintiff upon a pleading of nolo 
contendere for a moving traffic viola­
tion. [IC 34-4-32-4, as added by Acts 
1981, P.L. 108, § 37; 1981, P.L. 292, 
§ 1; P.L.122-1985, § 2; P.L.2-1991, 
§ 100; P.L.93-1991, § 5.] 

34-4-32-5. Traffic violations bureau 
- Violations clerk - Acceptance of 
payment for traffic violations. - (a) 
Any court may establish a traffic viola­
tions bureau and appoint a violations clerk 
who shall serve under the direction and 
control of the court. 

(b) The violations clerk or deputy viola­
tions clerk shall: 

(1) Accept: 
(A) Written appearances; 
(B) Waivers of trial; 
(C) Admissions of violation; 
(D) Declarations of nolo contendere 
for moving traffic violations; 
(E) Payments of judgments (includ­
ing costs) in traffic violation cases; 
and 
(F) Deferral agreements made un­
der section 1(£) [IC 34-4-32-1(£)] of 
this chapter and deferral program 
fees prescribed under IC 
33-19-5-2(e); 

(2) Issue receipts and account for any 
judgments (including costs) collected; 
and 
(3) Pay the judgments (including 
costs) collected to the appropriate unit 
of government as provided by law. 

(c) The court shall: 
(1) Designate the traffic violations 
within the authority of the violations 
clerk, but these violations may not 
include misdemeanors or felonies; 
(2) Establish schedules, within limits 
prescribed by law, of the judgments to 
be imposed for first violations, desig­
nating each violation specifically; 
(3) Order that the schedule of judg­
ments be prominently posted in the 
place where the fines are paid; 
(4) Establish a procedure under which 
any violations clerk or deputy viola­
tions clerk shall accept, receipt, and 
account for all money tendered for 
designated traffic violations; and 
(5) Dismiss deferred actions if a dis­
missal request is made under section 
1(£) of this chapter. 

(d) If the court is a county court, the 
judge shall: 

(1) Establish a traffic violations bu­
reau in each county which the judge 
services; 
(2) Appoint the clerk of the court to 
administer the traffic violations bu­
reau; and 
(3) Except at a state police unit, ap-

r,0int the dispatcher on duty at every 
aw enforcement unit within the 

county to be a deputy violations clerk 
charged with all of the duties of a 
violations clerk. 

(e) Any person charged with a traffic 
violation that is within the authority of 
the violations clerk may mail or deliver: 

(1) The amount of the judgment (in­
cluding costs) indicated on the ticket; 
and 
(2) A signed: 

(A) Admission of the violation; or 
(B) Pleading of nolo contendere, if 
the action is for a moving traffic 
violation. 
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(0 Before accepting a pleading admit­
ting to a violation or entering a declara­
tion of nolo contendere to a violation the 
violations clerk or the officer writing the 
ticket shall inform the person that: 

(1) The person's signature to: 
(A) An admission of the violation; 
or 
(B) A pleading of nolo contendere' 

will have the same effect as a judg: 
ment of a court; and 
(2) The record of judgment will be 
sent to the commissioner of motor 
vehicles of Indiana or the state where 
the person received a license to drive. 

(g) A court may permit a person to 
utilize a credit card issued by a financial 
institution for the purpose of paying a 
court cost and judgment with respect to a 
traffic violation that is enforced under this 
chapter. The state board of accounts shall 
allow a county to pay any applicable credit 
card service charge on behalf of a court 
that permits the USe of a credit card under 
this subsection. The county fiscal body 
must appropriate funds to cover the costs 
of applicable credit card service charges 
before a court may permit the use of a 
credit card under this subsection. [IC 
34-4-32-5, as added by Acts 1981, P.L. 108, 
§ 37; P.L.137-1983, § 2; P.L.288-1989, 
§ 5; P.L.24-1991, § 7; P.L.93-1991, § 6.] 

ARTICLE. 

TITLE 35 
CRIMINAL LAW AND 

PROCEDURE 

50. SENTENCES, chs. 2, 3. 

CHAPTER. 

ARTICLE 50 

SENTENCES 

2. SENTENCES FOR FEWNIES, 35-50-2-1 
35·50·2-10. 

3. SENTENCES FOR MISDEMEANOits, 35-50-3-1 
35-50-3-4. 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 2 
SENTENCES FOR FELONIES 

35-50-2-1. Definitions. 
35-50-2-2. Suspension - Probation. 
35-50-2-2.1. Suspension for adult with juvenile 

record. 
35·50·2-3. Murder. 
35-50-2·4. Class A felony. 
35·50-2·5. Class B felony. 
35·50-2·6. Class C felony. 
35·50·2-7. Class D felony. 

SECTION. 

35-50-2·7.1. [Repealed.] 
35-50-2-8. Habitual offenders. 
35-50-2-9. Death sentences. 
35-50-2-to. Habitual controlled substance offenders. 

35-50-2-1- Definitions. - (a) As used 
in this chapter, "Class D felony conviction" 
means a conviction of a Class D felony in 
IndIana and a conviction, in any other 
jurisdiction at any time, with respect to 
whIch the convIcted person might have 
been imprisoned for more than one (1) 
year. However, it does not include a con­
viction with respect to which the person 
has been pardoned, or a conviction of a 
Class A misdemeanor under section 7(b) 
[IC 35-50-2-7(b)] of this chapter. 

(b). As ~sed in this chapter, "felony 
~O~vl~tt~n means a, conviction, in any 
JUriSdIctIOn at any time, with respect to 
whIch the convIcted person might have 
been imprisoned for more than one (1) 
year. However, it does not include a con­
viction with respect to which the person 
has been pardoned, or a conviction of a 
Class A misdemeanor under section 7(b) of 
this chapter. 

(c) As used in this chapter, "minimum 
sentence" means: 

(1) For murder, thirty (30) years; 
(2) For a Class A felony, twenty (20) 
years; 
(3) For a Class B felony, six (6) years; 
(4) For a Class C felony, two (2) years; 
and 
(5) For a Class D felony, one (1) year. 

[IC 35-50-2-1, as added by Acts 1976, P.L. 
148, § 8; 1977, P.L. 340, § 114; 
P.L.334-1983, § 1; P.L.98-1988, § 8.] 

35-50-2-2. Suspension - Probation. 
- (a) The court may suspend any part of a 
sentence for a felony, except as provided in 
this section or in section 2.1 [IC 
35-50-2-2.1] of this chapter. 

(b) With respect to the crimes listed in 
this subsection, the court may suspend 
only that part of the sentence that is in 
excess of the minimum sentence: 

(1) The crime committed was a Class 
A or Class B felony and the person has 
a prior unrelated felony conviction. 
(2) The crime committed was a Class 
C felony and less than seven (7) years 
have elapsed between the date the 
pers~n was discharged from probation, 
ImprISOnment, or parole, whichever is 
later, for a prior unrelated felony 
conviction and the date the person 
committed the Class C felony for 
which the person is being sentenced. 
(3) The crime committed was a Class 
D felony and less than three (3) years 
have elapsed between the date the 
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person was discharged from probation, 
imprisonment, or parole, whichever is 
later, for a prior. unrelated felony 
conviction and the date the person 
committed the Class D felony for 
which the person is being sentenced. 
However, the court may suspend the 
minimum sentence for the crime only 
if the court orders home detention 
under IC 35-38-1-21 or IC 35-38-2.5-5 
instead of the minimum sentence 
specified for the crime under this 
chapter. 
(4) The felony committed was: 

(A) Murder (IC 35-42-1-1); 
(B) Battery (IC 35-42-2-1) with a 
deadly weapon; 
(C) Sexual battery (IC 35-42-4-8) 
with a deadly weapon; 
(D) Kidnapping (IC 35-42-3-2); 
(E) Confinement (IC 35-42-3-3) 
with a deadly weapon; 
(F) Rape (IC 35-42-4-1) as a Class A 
felony; 
(G) Criminal deviate conduct (IC 
35-42-4-2) as a Class A felony; 
(H) Child molesting (IC 35-42-4-3) 
as a Class A or Class B felony; 
(Il Robbery (IC 35-42-5-1) resulting 
in serious bodily injury or with a 
deadly weapon; 
(J) Arson (IC 35-43-1-1) for hire or 
resulting in serious bodily injury; 
(K) Burglary (IC 35-43-2-1) result­
ing in serious bodily injury or with a 
deadly weapon; 
(L) Resisting law enforcement (IC 
35-44-3-3) with a deadly weapon; 
(M) Escape (IC 35-44-3-5) with a 
deadly weapon; 
(N) Rioting (IC 35-45-1-2) with a 
deadly weapon; 
(0) Dealing in cocaine or a narcotic 
drug (IC 35-48-4-1) as a Class A 
felony; or 
(P) Dealing in a schedule I, II, or III 
controlled substance (IC 35-48-4-2) 
if the amount of controlled sub­
stance involved has an aggregate 
weight of three (3) grams or more. 

(c) Whenever the court suspends a sen­
tence for a felony, it shall place the person 
on probation under IC 35-38-2 for a fixed 
period to end not later than the date that 
the maximum sentence that may be im­
posed for the felony will expire. 

(d) The minimum sentence for a person 
convicted of voluntary manslaughter may 
not be suspended unless the court finds at 
the sentencing hearing that the crime was 
not committed by means of a deadly 
weapon. [IC 35-50-2-2, as added by Acts 
1976, P.L. 148, § 8; 1977, P.L. 340, § 115; 
1979, P.L. 305, § 1; 1982, P.L. 204, § 39; 
P.L.334-1983, § 2; P.L.284-1985, § 3; 

P.L.211-1986, § 1; P.L.98-1988, § 9; 
P.L.351-1989(ss), § 4; P.L.214-1991, § 2; 
P.L.240-1991(ss2), § 98.] 

35-50-2-2.1. Suspension for adult 
with juvenile record. - (a) Except as 
provided in subsection (b) or section 2 [IC 
35-50-2-2] of this chapter, the court may 
not suspend a sentence for a felony for a 
person with a juvenile record when: 

(1) The juvenile record includes find­
ings that the juvenile acts, if commit­
ted by an adult, would constitute: 

(A) One (1) Class A or Class B 
felony; 
(B) Two (2) Class C or Class D 
felonies; or 
(C) One (1) Class C and one (1) 
Class D felony; and 

(2) Less than three (3) years have 
elapsed between commission of the 
juvenile acts that would be felonies if 
committed by an adult and the com­
mission of the felony for which the 
person is being sentenced. 

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), the 
court may suspend any part of the sen­
tence for a felony, except as provided in 
section 2 of this chapter, if it finds that: 

(1) The crime was the result of cir­
cumstances unlikely to recur; 
(2) The victim of the crime induced or 
facilitated the offense; 
(3) There are substantial grounds 
tending to excuse or justify the crime, 
though failing to establish a defense; 
or 
(4) The acts in the juvenile record 
would not be Class A or Class B 
felonies if committed by an adult, and 
the convicted person is to undergo 
home detention under IC 35-38-1-21 
instead of the minimum sentence 
specified for the crime under thi~ 
chapter. [P.L.284-1985, § 4, 
P.L.331-1987, § 1; P.L.98-1988, § 10.] 

35-50-2-3. Murder. - (a) A person 
who commits murder shall be imprisoned 
for a fixed term of forty (40) years, with 
not more than twenty (20) years added for 
aggravating circumstances or not more 
than ten (10) years subtracted for mitigat­
ing circumstances; in addition, the person 
may be fined not more than ten thousand 
dollars ($10,000). 

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), a 
person who was at least sixteen (16) years 
of age at the time the murder was commit­
ted may be sentenced to: 

(1) Death; or 
(2) Life imprisonment without parole; 

under section 9 [IC 35-50-2-9] of this 
chapter. [IC 35-50-2-3, as added by Acts 
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1976, P.L. 148, § 8; 1977, P.L. 340, § 116; 
P.L.332-1987, § 1; P.L.250-1993, § 1.) 

35-50-2-4. Class A felony. - A person 
who commits a class A felony shall be 
imprisoned for a fixed term of thirty [30) 
years, with not more than twenty [20) 
years added for aggravating circumstances 
or not more than ten [10) years subtracted 
for mitigating circumstances; in addition, 
he may be fined not more than ten thou­
sand dollars [$10,000). [IC 35-50-2-4, as 
added by Acts 1976, P.L. 148, § 8; 1977, 
P.L. 340, § 117.) 

35-50-2-5. Class B felony. - A person 
who commits a class B felony shall be 
imprisoned for a fixed term of ten [10) 
years, with not more than ten [10) years 
added for aggravating circumstances or 
not more than four [4) years subtracted for 
mitigating circumstances; in addition, he 
may be fined not more than ten thousand 
dollars [$10,000). [IC 35-50-2-5, as added 
by Acts 1976, P.L. 148, § 8; 1977, P.L. 340, 
§ 118.) 

35-50-2-6. Class C felony. - A person 
who commits a Class C felony shall be 
imprisoned for a fixed term of four (4) 
years, with not more than four (4) years 
added for aggravating circumstances or 
not more than two (2) years subtracted for 
mitigating circumstances. In addition, he 
may be fined not more than ten thousand 
dollars ($10,000). [IC 35-50-2-6, as added 
by Acts 1976, P.L. 148, § 8; 1977, P.L. 340, 
§ 119; P.L.167-1990, § 1.) 

35-50-2-7. Class D felony. - (a) A 
person who commits a Class D felony shall 
be imprisoned for a fixed term of one and 
one-half (1'/2) years, with not more than 
one and one-half (1'/2) years added for 
aggravating circumstances or not more 
than one (1) year subtracted for mitigating 
circumstances. In addition, he may be 
fined not more than ten thousand dollars 
($10,000). 

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), if a 
person has committed a Class D felony, the 
court may enter judgment of conviction of 
a Class A misdemeanor and sentence ac­
cordingly. However, the court shall enter a 
judgment of conviction of a Class D felony 
if: 

(1) The court finds that: 
(A) The person has committed a 
prior, unrelated felony for which 
judgment was entered as a convic­
tion of a Class A misdemeanor; and 
(B) The prior felony was committed 
less than three (3) years before the 
second felony was committed; 

(2) The offense is auto theft (IC 
35-43-4-2.5); or 
(3) The offense is receiving stolen 
auto parts (IC 35-43-4-2.5). 

The court shall enter in the record, in 
detail, the reason for its action whenever it 
exercises the power to enter judgment of 
conviction of a Class A misdemeanor 
granted in this subsection. [IC 35-50-2-7, 
as added by Acts 1976, P.L. 148, § 8; 1977, 
P.L. 340, § 120; 1982, P.L. 204, § 40; 
P.L.334-1983, § 3; P.L.136-1987, § 7; 
P.L.167-1990, § 2.) 

35-50-2-7.1. [Repealed.) 

35-50-2-8. Habitual offenders. - (a) 
The state may seek to have a person 
sentenced as a habitual offender for any 
felony by alleging, on a page separate from 
the rest of the charging instrument, that 
the person has accumulated two (2) prior 
unrelated felony convictions. 

(b) After a person has been convicted 
and sentenced for a felony committed after 
sentencing for a prior unrelated felony 
conviction, the person has accumulated 
two (2) prior unrelated felony convictions. 
However, a conviction does not count for 
purposes of this subsection, if: 

(1) It has been set aside; or 
(2) It is one for which the person has 
been pardoned. 

(c) If the person was convicted of the 
felony in a jury trial, offense nOr more 
than three (3) times the presumptive sen­
tence for the underlying offense. However, 
the additional sentence may not exceed 
thirty (30) years. 

(d) A person is a habitual offender if the 
jury (if the hearing is by a jury) or the 
court (if the hearing is to the court alone) 
finds that the state has proved beyond a 
reasonable doubt that the person had 
accumulated two (2) prior unrelated felony 
convictions. 

(e) The court shall sentence a person 
found to be a habitual criminal to an 
additional fixed term that is not less than 
the presumptive sentence for the underly­
ing offense nor more than three (3) times 
the presumptive sentence for the underly­
ing offense. However, the additional sen­
tence may not exceed thirty (30) years. [IC 
35-50-2-8, as added by Acts 1976, P.L. 148, 
§ 8; 1977, P.L. 340, § 121; 1980, P.L. 210, 
§ 1; P.L.335-1983, § 1; P.L.328-1985, § 2; 
P.L.1-1990, § 353; P.L.164-1993, § 13.) 

35-50-2-9. Death sentences. - (a) 
The state may seek a death sentence for 
murder by alleging, on a page separate 
from the rest of the charging instrument, 
the existence of at least one (1) of the 
aggravating circumstances listed in sub-
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section (b). In the sentencing hearing after 
a person is convicted of murder, the state 
must prove beyond a reasonable doubt the 
existence of at least one (1) of the aggra­
vating circumstances alleged. 

(b) The aggravating circumstances are 
as follows: 

(1) The defendant committed the mur­
der by intentionally killing the victim 
while committing or attempting to 
commit any of the following: 

(A) Arson (IC 35-43-1-1). 
(B) Burglary (lC 35-43-2-1). 
(C) Child molesting (lC 35-42-4-3). 
(D) Criminal deviate conduct (lC 
35-42-4-2). 
(E) Kidnapping (lC 35-42-3-2). 
(F) Rape (lC 35-42-4-1). 
(G) Robbery (lC 35-42-5-1). 
(H) Caljacking (lC 35-42-5-2). 
(I) Dealing in cocaine or a narcotic 
drug (IC 35-48-4-1). 

(2) The defendant committed the mur­
der by the unlawful detonation of an 
explosive with intent to injure person 
or damage property. 
(3) The defendant committed the mur­
der by lying in wait. 
(4) The defendant who committed the 
murder was hired to kill. 
(5) The defendant committed the mur­
der by hiring another person to kill. 
(6) The victim of the murder was a 
corrections employee, probation offi­
cer, parole officer, community correc­
tions worker, home detention officer, 
fireman, judge, or law enforcement 
officer, and either: 

(A) The victim was acting in the 
course of duty; or 
(B) The murder was motivated by 
an act the victim performed while 
acting in the course of duty. 

(7) The defendant has been convicted 
of another murder. 
(8) The defendant has committed an­
other murder, at any time, regardless 
of whether the defendant has been 
convicted of that other murder. 
(9) The defendant was: 

(A) Under the custody of the de­
partment of correction; 
(B) Under the custody of a county 
sheriff; 
(C) On probation after receiving a 
sentence for the commission of a 
felony; or 
(D) On parole; 

at the time the murder was commit­
ted. 
(10) The defendant dismembered the 
victim. 
(11) The victim of the murder was less 
than twelve (12) years of age. 

(12) The victim was a victim of any of 
the following offenses for which the 
defendant was convicted: 

(A) Battery as a Class D felony or 
as a Class C felony under IC 
35-42-2-l. 
(B) Kidnapping (lC 35-42-3-2). 
(C) Criminal confinement (lC 
35-42-3-3). 
(D) A sex crime under IC 35-42-4. 

(13) The victim of the murder was 
listed by the state or known by the 
defendant to be a witness against the 
defendant and the defendant commit­
ted the murder with the intent to 
prevent the person from testifying. 

(c) The mitigating circumstances that 
may be considered under this section are 
as follows: 

(1) The defendant has no significant 
history of prior criminal conduct. 
(2) The defendant was under the in­
fluence of extreme mental or emo­
tional disturbance when the murder 
was committed. 
(3) The victim was a participant in, or 
consented to, the defendant's conduct. 
(4) The defendant was an accomplice 
in a murder committed by another 
person, and the defendant's participa­
tion was relatively minor. 
(5) The defendant acted under the 
substantial domination of another per­
son. 
(6) The defendant's capacity to appre­
ciate the criminality of the defen­
dant's conduct or to conform that 
conduct to the requirements of law 
was substantially impaired as a result 
of mental disease or defect or of intoxi­
cation. 
(7) The defendant was less than eigh­
teen (18) years of age at the time the 
murder was committed. 
(8) Any other circumstances appropri­
ate for consideration. 

(d) If the defendant was convicted of 
murder in a jury trial, the jury shall 
reconvene for the sentencing hearing. If 
the trial was to the court, or the judgment 
was entered on a guilty plea, the court 
alone shall conduct the sentencing hear­
ing. The jury or the court may consider all 
the evidence introduced at the trial stage 
of the proceedings, together with new 
evidence presented at the sentencing hear­
ing. The court shall instruct the jury 
concerning the statutory penalties for 
murder and any other offenses for which 
the defendant was convicted, the potential 
for consecutive or concurrent sentencing, 
and the availability of good time credit 
and clemency. The defendant may present 
any additional evidence relevant to: 
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(1) The aggravating circumstances al­
leged; or 
(2) Any of the mitigating circum­
stances listed in subsection (c). 

(e) If the hearing is by jury, the jury 
shall recommend to the court whether the 
death penalty or life imprisonment with­
out parole, or neither, should be imposed. 
The jury may recommend: 

0) The death penalty; or 
(2) Life imprisonment without parole; 

only if it makes the findings described in 
subsection (i). The court is not bound by 
the jury's recommendation. 

(I) If a jury is unable to agree on a 
sentence recommendation after reasonable 
deliberations, the court shall discharge the 
jury and proceed as if the hearing had been 
to the court alone. 

(g) If the hearing is to the court alone, 
the court shall: 

(1) Sentence the defendant to death; 
or 
(2) Impose a term of life imprison­
ment without parole; 

only if it makes the findings described in 
subsection (i). 

(h) A death sentence is subject to auto­
matic review by the supreme court. The 
review, which shall be heard under rules 
adopted by the supreme court, shall be 
given priority over all other cases. The 
death sentence may not be executed until 
the supreme court has completed its re­
view. 

(i) To impose a sentence under this 
section, a jury must find that: 

(1) The state has proved beyond a 
reasonable doubt that at least one (1) 
of the aggravating circumstances 
listed in subsection (b) exists; and 
(2) Any mitigating circumstances 
that exist are outweighed by the ag­
gravating circumstance or circum­
stances. [IC 35-50-2-9, as added by 
Acts 1977, P .L. 340, § 122; 
P.L.336-1983, § 1; P.L.212-1986, § 1; 
P.L.320-1987, § 2; P.L.332-1987, § 2; 
P.L.138-1989, § 6; P.L.296-1989, § 2; 
P.L.1-1990, § 354; P.L.230-1993, § 5; 
P.L.250-1993, § 2.J 

35-50-2-10. Habitual controlled sub­
stance offenders. - (a) As used in this 
section: 

(1) "Drug" means a drug or a con­
trolled substance as defined in IC 
35-48-l. 
(2) "Substance offense" means a Class 
A misdemeanor or a felony in which 
the possession, use, abuse, delivery, 
transportation, or manufacture of al­
cohol or drugs is a material element of 
the crime. 

(b) The state may seek to have a person 
sentenced as an habitual substance of­
fender for any substance offense by alleg­
ing, on a page separate from the rest of the 
charging instrument, that the person has 
accumulated two (2) prior unrelated sub­
stance offense convictions. 

(c) After a person has been convicted 
and sentenced for a substance offense 
committed after sentencing for a prior 
unrelated substance offense conviction, the 
person has accumulated two (2) prior unre­
lated substance offense convictions. How­
ever, a conviction does not count for pur­
poses of this subsection if: 

0) It has been set aside; or 
(2) It is a conviction for which the 
person has been pardoned. 

(d) If the person was convicted of the 
substance offense in a jury trial, the jury 
shall reconvene for the sentencing hear­
ing. If the trial was to the court, or the 
judgment was entered on a guilty plea, the 
court alone shall conduct the sentencing 
hearing, under IC 35-38-1-3. 

(e) A person is an habitual substance 
offender if the jury (if the hearing is by 
jury) or the court (if the hearing is to the 
court alone) finds that the state has proved 
beyond a reasonable doubt that the person 
had accumulated two (2) prior unrelated 
substance offense convictions. 

(I) The court shall sentence a person 
found to be an habitual substance offender 
to an additional fixed term of at least three 
(3) years but not more than eight (8) years 
imprisonment, to be added to the term of 
imprisonment imposed under IC 35-50-2 or 
IC 35-50-3. If the court finds that three (3) 
years or more have elapsed since the date 
the person was discharged from probation, 
imprisonment, or parole (whichever is 
later) for the last prior unrelated sub­
stance offense conviction and the date the 
person committed the substance offense for 
which the person is being sentenced as an 
habitual substance offender, then the 
court may reduce the additional fixed 
term. However, the court may not reduce 
the additional fixed term to less than one 
(1) year. 

(g) If a reduction of the additional year 
fixed term is authorized under subsection 
(I), the court may also consider the aggra­
vating or mitigating circumstances in IC 
35-38-1-7.1 to: 

(1) Decide the issue of granting a 
reduction; or 
(2) Determine the number of years, if 
any, to be subtracted, under subsec­
tion (I). [IC 35-50-2-10, as added by 
P.L.335-1983, § 2; P.L. 327-1985, § 5; 
P.L.98-1988, § 11; P.L.1-1990, § 355.J 
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CHAPTER 3 
SENTENCES FOR MISDEMEANORS 

SECTION. 
35·50-3-1. Suspension - Probation. 
35-50-3-2. Class A misdemeanor. 
35-50-3-3. Class B misdemeanor. 
35-50-3-4. Class C misdemeanor. 

35-50-3-1. Suspension - Probation. 
- (a) The court may suspend any part of a 
sentence for a misdemeanor. 

(b) Except as provided in subsection (c), 
whenever the court suspends a sentence 
for a misdemeanor, it may place the person 
on probation under IC 35-38-2 for a fixed 
period of not more than one (1) year. 

(c) Whenever the court suspends a sen­
tence for a misdemeanor, if the court finds 
that the use or abuse of alcohol, drugs, or 
harmful substances is a contributing fac­
tor or a material element of the offense, 
the court may place the person on proba­
tion under IC 35-38-2 for a fixed period of 
not more than two (2) years. However, a 
court may not place a person on probation 
for a period of more than twelve (12) 
months in the absence of a report that 
substantiates the need for a period of 
probation that is longer that twelve (12) 
months for the purpose of completing a 
course of substance abuse treatment. A 
probation user's fee that exceeds fifty 
percent (50%) of the maximum probation 
user's fee allowed under IC 35-38-2-1 may 
not be required beyond the first twelve 
(12) months of probation. [IC 35-50-3-1, as 
added by Acts 1976, P.L. 148, § 8; 1977, 
P.L. 340, § 123; P.L.5-1988, § 210; 
P.L.135-1993, § 9.] 

35-50-3-2. Class A misdemeanor. -
A person who commits a class A misde­
meanor shall be imprisoned for a fixed 
term of not more than one [1] year; in 
addition, he may be fined not more than 
five thousand dollars [$5,000]. [IC 
35-50-3-2, as added by Acts 1976, P.L. 148, 
§ 8; 1977, P.L. 340, § 124.] 

35-50-3-3. Class B misdemeanor. -
A person who commits a class B misde­
meanor shall be imprisoned for a fixed 
term of not more than one hundred eighty 
[180] days; in addition, he may be fined not 
more than one thousand dollars [$1,000]. 
[IC 35-50-3-3, as added by Acts 1976, P.L. 
148, § 8; 1977, P.L. 340, § 125.] 

35-50-3-4. Class C misdemeanor. -
A person who commits a class C misde­
meanor shall be imprisoned for a fixed 
term of not more than sixty [60] days; in 
addition, he may be fined not more than 

five hundred dollars [$500]. [IC 35-50-3-8, 
as added by Acts 1978, P.L. 2, § 3554.] 

TITLE 36 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

ARTICLE. 

2. COUNTIES, chs. 2, 3. 
3. GOVERNMENT OF CONSOLIDATED CITIES 

AND COUNTIES (UNIGOV), ch. 4. 
4. CITIES AND TOWNS GENERALLY, ch. 6. 
5. TOWNS, chs. 1, 2. 

CHAPI'ER. 

ARTICLE 2 

COUNTIES 

2. COUNTY EXECUTIVE, 36-2-2-4 - 36-2-2-5. 
3. COUNTY FISCAL BODY, 36-2-3-4 - 36-2-3-5. 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 2 
COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

36-2-2-4. County commissioner election districts -
County redistricting commission 
in Lake County - Single-member 
districts in Lake and St. Joseph 
counties. 

36-2-2-4.5. Territory not included in district - Terri­
tory included in more than one 
district. 

36·2·2-4.7. Division of county into districts - Ordi­
nance. 

36·2-2·5. County commissioners - Qualifications 
- Forfeiture of office - Declara­
tion of vacancy. 

36-2-2-4. County commissioner elec­
tion districts - County redistricting 
commission in Lake County - Single­
member districts in Lake and St. Jo­
seph counties. - (a) This subsection does 
not apply to a county having a population 
of: 

(1) More than four hundred thousand 
(400,000) but less than seven hundred 
thousand (700,000); or 
(2) More than two hundred thousand 
(200,000) but less than three hundred 
thousand (300,000). 

The executive shall divide the county into 
three (3) districts that are composed of 
contiguous territory and are reasonably 
compact. The district boundaries drawn by 
the executive must not cross precinct 
boundary lines and must divide townships 
only when a division is clearly necessary 
to accomplish redistricting under this sec­
tion. If necessary, the county auditor shall 
call a special meeting of the executive to 
establish or revise districts. 
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(b) This subsection applies to a county 
having a population of more than four 
hundred thousand (400,000) but less than 
seven hundred thousand (700,000). A 
county redistricting commission shall di­
vide the county into three (3) single-mem­
ber districts that comply with subsection 
(d). The commission is composed of: 

(1) The members of the state election 
board; 
(2) Two (2) members of the senate 
selected by the president pro tempore, 
one (1) from each political party; and 
(3) Two (2) members of the house of 
representatives selected by the 
speaker, one (1) from each political 
party. 

The legislative members of the commis­
sion have no vote and may act only in an 
advisory capacity. A majority vote of the 
voting members is required for the com­
mission to take action. The commission 
may meet as frequently as necessary to 
perform its duty under this subsection. Its 
members serve without additional com­
pensation above that provided for them as 
members of the state election board, the 
senate, or the house of representatives. 

(c) This subsection applies to a county 
having a population of more than two 
hundred thousand (200,000) but less than 
three hundred thousand (300,000). The 
executive shall divide the county into 
three (3) single-member districts that com­
ply with subsection (d). 

(d) Single-member districts established 
under subsection (b) or (c) must: 

(1) Be compact, subject only to natu­
ral boundary lines (such as railroads, 
major highways, rivers, creeks, parks, 
and major industrial complexes); 
(2) Contain, as nearly as is possible, 
equal population; and 
(3) Not cross precinct lines. 

(e) A division under subsection (a), (b), 
or (c) shall be made: 

(1) In 1991 and every ten (10) years 
after that; and 
(2) When the county adopts an order 
declaring a county boundary to be 
changed under IC 36-2-1-2. 

(0 A division under subsection (a), (b), 
or (c) may be made in any odd-numbered 
year not described in subsection (e). [IC 
17-1-14-2, 17-1-15.6-1 - 17-1-15.6-3, re­
codified as IC 36-2-2-4 by Acts 1980, P.L. 
212, § 1; 1980, P.L. 125, § 13; 1981, P.L. 
ll, § 136; 1981, P.L. 17, § 6; P.L.1O-1988, 
§ 236; P.L.13-1988, § 13; P.L.5-1989, 
§ 87; P.L.12-1992, § 150.) 

36-2-2-4.5. Territory not included in 
district - Territory included in more 
than one district. - (a) If any territory in 

a county is not included in one (1) of the 
districts established under section 4 [IC 
36-2-2-4) of this chapter, the territory is 
included in the district that: 

(1) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(2) Contains the least population of 
all districts contiguous to that terri­
tory. 

(b) If any territory in any county is 
included in more than one (1) of the 
districts established under section 4 of this 
chapter, the territory is included in the 
district that: 

(1) Is one (1) of the districts in which 
the territory is described in the ordi­
nance adopted under section 4 of this 
chapter; 
(2) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(3) Contains the least population of 
all districts contiguous to that terri­
tory. [P.L.3-1993, § 256.) 

36-2-2-4.7. Division of county into 
districts - Ordinance. - (a) Whenever 
the executive divides the county into dis­
tricts under section 4 [IC 36-2-2-4] of this 
chapter, the executive shall adopt an ordi­
nance. 

(b) The executive shall file a copy of an 
ordinance adopted under subsection (a) 
with the circuit court clerk. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 257.) 

36-2-2-5. Qualifications of members 
- Residence requirement. - (a) To be 
eligible for election to the executive, a 
person must meet the qualifications pre­
scribed by IC 3-8-1-2l. 

(b) A member of the executive must 
reside within: 

(1) The county as provided in Article 
6, Section 6 of the Constitution of the 
State of Indiana; and 
(2) The district from which the mem­
ber was elected. 

(c) If the person does not remain a 
resident of the county and district after 
taking office, the person forfeits the office. 
The county fiscal body shall declare the 
office vacant whenever a member of the 
executive forfeits office under this subsec­
tion. 

(d) In a county having a population of: 
(1) More than four hundred thousand 
(400,000) but less than seven hundred 
thousand (700,000); or 
(2) More than two hundred thousand 
(200,000) but less than three hundred 
thousand (300,000); 

one (1) member of the executive shall be 
elected by the voters of each of the three 
(3) single-member districts established un­
der section 4(b) or 4(c) [IC 36-2-2-4(b) or 
36-2-2-4(c)) of this chapter. In other coun-
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ties, all three (3) members of the executive 
shall be elected by the voters of the whole 
county. 

(e) A member of the executive who 
wants to resign must send written notice 
to the president of the county fiscal body. 
The fiscal body shall then declare the 
member's office vacant. [IC 17-1-14-1, 
17-1-14-2, 17-1-15.6-1, 17-1-15.6-2, recodi­
fied as IC 36-2-2-5 by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, 
§ 1; 1981, P.L. 11, § 137; 1981, P.L. 17, 
§ 7; P.L.5-1986, § 34; P.L.3-1987, § 542; 
P.L.12-1992, § 151.) 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 3 

COUNTY FISCAL BODY 

36-2-3-4. County council election districts. 
36-2-3-4.5. Territory not included in district - Terri-

tory included in more than one 
district. 

36-2-3-4.7. Division into districts - Ordinance. 
36-2-3-5. Qualifications of members - Residence 

requirement. 

36-2-3-4. County council election 
districts. - (a) This subsection does not 
apply to a county having a population of: 

(1) More than four hundred thousand 
(400,000) but less than seven hundred 
thousand (700,000); or 
(2) More than two hundred thousand 
(200,000) but less than three hundred 
thousand (300,000). 

The county executive shall, by ordinance, 
divide the county into four (4) contiguous, 
single member districts that comply with 
subsection (d). If necessary, the county 
auditor shall call a special meeting of the 
executive to establish or revise districts. 
One (1) member of the fiscal body shall be 
elected by the voters of each of the four (4) 
districts. Three (3) at-large members of the 
fiscal body shall be elected by the voters of 
the whole county. 

(b) This subsection applies to a county 
having a population more than four hun­
dred thousand (400,000) but less than 
seven hundred thousand (700,000). The 
county redistricting commission estab­
lished under Ie 36-2-2-4 shall divide the 
county into seven (7) single-member dis­
tricts that comply with subsection (d). One 
(1) member of the fiscal body shall be 
elected by the voters of each of these seven 
(7) single-member districts. 

(c) This subsection applies to a county 
having a population of more than two 
hundred thousand (200,000) but less than 
three hundred thousand (300,000). The 
fiscal body shall divide the county into 
nine (9) single-member districts that com­
ply with subsection (d). Three (3) of these 

districts must be contained within each of 
the three (3) districts established under IC 
36-2-2-4(c). One (1) member of the fiscal 
body shall be elected by the voters of each 
of these nine (9) single-member districts. 

(d) Single-member districts established 
under subsection (a), (b), or (c) must: 

(1) Be compact, subject only to natu­
ral boundary lines (such as railroads, 
major highways, rivers, creeks, parks, 
and major industrial complexes); 
(2) Not cross precinct boundary lines; 
(3) Contain, as nearly as possible, 
equal population; and 
(4) Include whole townships, except 
when a division is clearly necessary to 
accomplish redistricting under this 
section. 

(e) A division under subsection (a), (b), 
or (c) shall be made: 

(1) In 1991 and every ten (10) years 
after that; and 
(2) When the county executive adopts 
an order declaring a county boundary 
to be changed under IC 36-2-1-2. 

(I) A division under subsection (a), (b), 
or (c) may be made in any odd-numbered 
year not described in subsection (e). [IC 
17-1-24-2, recodified as IC 36-2-3-4 by Acts 
1980, P.L. 212, § 1; 1981, P.L. 11, § 144; 
1981, P.L. 17, § 10; 1981, P.L. 5, § 2; 
P.L.1O-1988, § 237; P.L.13-1988, § 14; 
P.L.5-1989, § 88; P.L. 12-1992, § 153.) 

36-2-3-4.5. Territory not included in 
district - Territory included in more 
than one district. - (a) If any territory in 
any county is not included in one (1) of the 
districts established under section 4 [IC 
36-2-3-4) of this chapter, the territory is 
included in the district that: 

(1) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(2) Contains the least population of 
all districts contiguous to that terri­
tory. 

(b) If any territory in any county is 
included in more than one (1) of the 
districts established under section 4 of this 
chapter, the territory is included in the 
district that: 

(1) Is one (1) of the districts in which 
the territory is described in the ordi­
nance adopted under section 4 of this 
chapter; 
(2) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(3) Contains the least population of 
all districts contiguous to that terri­
tory. [P.L.3-1993, § 258.) 

36-2-3-4.7. Division into districts -
Ordinance. - (a) Whenever the county 
executive or the county fiscal body divides 
the county into districts under section 4 
[IC 36-2-3-4) of this chapter, the county 
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executive or the county fiscal body shall 
adopt an ordinance. 

(b) The county executive or the county 
fiscal body shall file a copy of an ordinance 
adopted under subsection (a) with the 
circuit court clerk. [P.L.3-1993, § 259.] 

36-2-3-5. Qualifications of members 
- Residence requirement_ - (a) To be 
eligible to serve as a member of the fiscal 
body, a person must meet the qualifica­
tions prescribed by IC 3-8-1-22. 

(b) A member of the fiscal body must 
reside within: 

(1) The county as provided in Article 
6, Section 6 of the Constitution of the 
State of Indiana; and 
(2) The district from which the mem­
ber was elected, if applicable. 

(c) A member who fails to comply with 
subsection (b) forfeits the office. [IC 
17-1-24-2, 17-1-24-3, recodified as IC 
36-2-3-5 by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 1; 1981, 
P.L. 11, § 145; 1981, P.L. 17, § 11; 
P.L.5-1986, § 36; P.L.3-1987, § 543.] 

ARTICLE 3 

GOVERNMENT OF CONSOLIDATED 
CITIES AND COUNTIES 

(UNIGOV) 

CHAPTER. 
4. LEGISLATIVE BODIES, 36-3-4-2 - 36-3-4-3.5. 

SECTION. 

CHAPTER 4 

LEGISLATIVE BODIES 

36-3-4-2. City-county council - Qualifications -
Residence requirement - Va­
cancy. 

36-3-4-3. Legislative districts - Decennial reappor­
tionment. 

36-3-4-3.5. Territory not included in district - Terri­
tory included in more than one 
district, 

36-3-4-2. City-county council 
Qualifications - Residence require­
ment - Vacancy. - (a) A twenty-nine 
(29) member city-county council, which is 
the legislative body of both the consoli­
dated city and the county, shall be elected 
under IC 3-10-6 by the voters of the 
county. 

(b) To be eligible to serve as a member 
of the legislative body, a person must meet 
the qualifications prescribed by IC 
3-8-1-25. 

(c) A member of the legislative body 
must reside within: 

(1) The county as provided in Article 
6, Section 6 of the Constitution of the 
State of Indiana; and 
(2) The district from which the mem-
ber was elected, if applicable. . 

(d) A vacancy in the legislative body 
occurs whenever a member: 

(1) Dies, resigns, or is removed from 
office; 
(2) Ceases to be a resident of the 
county or district from which the 
member was elected; or 
(3) Is incapacitated to the extent that 
the member is unable to perform the 
member's duties for more than six (6) 
months. 

(e) The vacancy shall be filled under IC 
3-13-8. 

(I) The term of office of a member of the 
legislative body is four (4) years, begin­
ning at noon on January 1 after election 
and continuing until a successor is elected 
and qualified. [IC 18-4-1-2(h), 18-4-3-6, 
18-4-3-7, recodified as IC 36-3-4-2 by Acts 
1980, P.L. 212, § 2; P.L.5-1986, § 40; 
P.L.3-1987, § 552.] 

36-3-4-3. Legislative districts - De­
cennial reapportionment. - (a) The 
city-county legislative body shall, by ordi­
nance, divide the whole county into 
twenty-five (25) districts that: 

(1) Are compact, subject only to natu­
ral boundary lines (such as railroads, 
major highways, rivers, creeks, parks, 
and major industrial complexes); 
(2) Contain, as nearly as is possible, 
equal population; and 
(3) Do not cross precinct boundary 
lines. 

This division shall be made in 1992 and 
every ten (10) years after that, and may 
also be made at any other time, subject to 
IC 3-11-1.5-32. 

(b) The legislative body is composed of 
twenty-five (25) members elected from the 
districts established under subsection (a) 
and four (4) members elected from an at 
large district containing the whole county. 

(c) Each voter of the county may vote for 
four (4) candidates for at large member­
ship and (1) candidate from the district in 
which the voter resides. The four (4) at 
large candidates receiving the most votes 
from the whole county and the district 
candidates receiving the most votes from 
their respective districts are elected to the 
legislative body. 

(d) If the legislative body fails to make 
the division before the date prescribed by 
subsection (a) or the division is alleged to 
violate subsection (a) or other law, a 
taxpayer or registered voter of the county 
may petition the superior court of the 
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county to hear and determine the matter. 
There may not be a change of venue from 
the court or from the county. The court 
sitting en banc may appoint a master to 
assist in its determination and may draw 
proper district boundaries if necessary. An 
appeal from the court's judgment must be 
taken within thirty (30) days, directly to 
the supreme court, in the same manner as 
appeals from other actions. 

(e) An election of the legislative body 
held under the ordinance or court judg­
ment determining districts that is in effect 
on the date of the election is valid, regard­
less of whether the ordinance or judgment 
is later determined to be invalid. [IC 
18-2-1-4, 18-4-3-6, 18-4-3-8, 18-4-3-9, re­
codified as IC 36-3-4-3 by Acts 1980, P.L. 
212, § 2; 1980, P.L. 213, § 2; P.L.5-1986, 
§ 41; P.L.13-1988, § 15.] 

36-3-4-3.5. Territory not included in 
district - Territory included in more 
than one district. - (a) If any territory in 
any county is not included in one (1) of the 
districts established under section 3 [IC 
36-3-4-3] of this chapter, the territory is 
included in the district that: 

(1) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(2) Contains the least population of 
aU districts contiguous to that terri­
tory. 

(b) If any territory in any county is 
included in more than one (1) of the 
districts established under section 3 of this 
chapter, the territory is included in the 
district that: 

(1) Is one (1) of the districts in which 
the territory is described in the ordi­
nance adopted under section 3 of this 
chapter; 
(2) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(3) Contains the least population of 
all districts contiguous to that terri­
tory. [P.L.3-1993, § 260.] 

ARTICLE 4 

CITIES AND TOWNS GENERALLY 

CHAPTER. 
6. CITY LEGISLATIVE BODY, 36-4-6-2 - 36-4-6-5. 

CHAPTER 6 

CITY LEGISLATIVE BODY 

SECTION. 

36-4-6-2. Common council- Qualifications - Elec­
tion - Residence - Term. 

36-4-6-3 .. Council election districts in second class 
cities. 

36-4-6-4. Council election districts in third class 
cities. 

SECTION. 

36-4-6-5. Council election districts in third class 
cities having a population of less 
than ten thousand. 

36-4·6-2. Common council - Quali­
fications - Election - Residence -
Term. - (a) A common council, which is 
the city legislative body, shaU be elected 
under IC 3-10-6 by the voters of each city. 

(b) A person is eligible to be a member 
of the legislative body only if the person 
meets the qualifications prescribed by IC 
3-8-1-27. 

(c) Residency in territory that is an­
nexed by the city before the person files a 
declaration of candidacy or petition of 
nomination is considered residency for the 
purposes of subsection (b), even if the 
annexation takes effect less than one (1) 
year before the election. 

(d) A member of the legislative body 
must reside within: 

(1) The city as provided in Article 6, 
Section 6 of the Constitution of the 
State of Indiana; and 
(2) The district from which the mem­
ber was elected, if applicable. 

(e) A member forfeits office if the mem­
ber ceases to be a resident of the district or 
city. 

(I) The term of office of a member of the 
legislative body is four (4) years, begin­
ning at noon on January 1 after the 
election and continuing until a successor is 
elected and qualified. [IC 18-1-2-1, 
18-1-2-1.5, 18-2-1-4.2, 18-2-1-4.4, 18-2-1-5, 
18-2-1-6,18-2-1-8, recodified as IC 36-4-6-2 
by Acts 1980, P.L.212, § 3; P.L.5-1986, 
§ 51; P.L.3-1987, § 557.] 

36-4-6·3. Council election districts 
in second class cities. - (a) This section 
applies only to second class cities. 

(b) The legislative body shall adopt an 
ordinance to divide the city into six (6) 
districts that: 

(1) Are composed of contiguous terri­
tory, except for territory that is not 
contiguous to any other part of the 
city; 
(2) Are reasonably compact; 
(3) Do not cross precinct boundary 
lines, except as provided in subsection 
(c) or (d); and 
(4) Contain, as nearly as is possible, 
equal popUlation. 

(c) The boundary of a city legislative 
body district may cross a precinct bound­
ary line if: 

(1) More than one (1) member of the 
legislative body elected from the dis­
tricts established under subsection (b) 
resides in one (1) precinct established 
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under IC 3-11-1.5 after the most re­
cent municipal election; and 
(2) Following the establishment of a 
legislative body district whose bound­
ary crosses a precinct boundary line, 
not more than one (1) member of the 
legislative body elected from districts 
resides within the same city legisla­
tive body district. 

(d) The boundary of a city legislative 
body district may cross a precinct line if 
the districts would not otherwise contain, 
as nearly as is possible, equal population. 

(e) A city legislative body district with a 
boundary described by subsection (c) or (d) 
may not cross a census block boundary line 
except: 

(1) When following a precinct bound­
ary line; or 
(2) The city legislative body certifies 
in the ordinance that the census block 
has no population, and is not likely to 
ever have population. 

(0 The legislative body may not adopt 
an ordinance dividing the city into dis­
tricts with boundaries described by subsec­
tion (c) or (d) unless the clerk of the city 
mails a written notice to the circuit court 
clerk. The notice must: 

(1) State that the legislative body is 
considering the adoption of an ordi­
nance described by this subsection; 
and 
(2) Be mailed not later than ten (10) 
days before the legislative body adopts 
the ordinance. 

(g) The division under subsection (b) 
shall be made in 2002, every ten (10) years 
after that, and when required to assign 
annexed territory to a district. This divi­
sion may be made at any other time, 
subject to IC 3-11-1.5-32. 

(h) The legislative body is composed of 
six (6) members elected from the districts 
established under subsection (b) and three 
(3) at-large members. 

(i) Each voter of the city may vote for 
three (3) candidates for at-large member­
ship and one (1) candidate from the district 
in which the voter resides. The three (3) 
at-large candidates receiving the most 
votes from the whole city and the district 
candidates receiving the most votes from 
their respective districts are elected to the 
legislative body. 

(j) If any territory in the city is not 
included in one (1) of the districts estab­
lished under this section, the territory is 
included in the district that: 

(1) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(2) Contains the least population of 
all districts contiguous to that terri­
tory. 

(k) If any territory in the city is in­
cluded in more than one (1) of the districts 

established under this section, the terri­
tory is included in the district that: 

(1) Is one (1) of the districts in which 
the territory is described in the ordi­
nance adopted under this section; 
(2) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(3) Contains the least popUlation of 
all districts contiguous to that terri­
tory. 

(l) A copy of the ordinance establishing 
districts under this section must be filed 
with the circuit court clerk of the county 
that contains the greatest population of 
the city not later than thirty (30) days 
after the ordinance is adopted. [IC 
18-2-1-8,18-2-9-1, recodified as IC 36-4-6-3 
by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 3; 1980, P.L. 73, 
§ 6; P.L.13-1988, § 16; P.L.5-1989, § 101; 
P.L.7-1990, § 58; P.L.3-1993, § 265.] 

36-4-6-4. Council election districts 
in third class cities. - (a) This section 
applies to third class cities, except as 
provided by section 5 [IC 36-4-6-5] of this 
chapter. 

(b) This subsection does not apply to a 
city with an ordinance described by sub­
section (j). The legislative body shall adopt 
an ordinance to divide the city into five (5) 
districts that: 

(1) Are composed of contiguous terri­
tory, except for territory that is not 
contiguous to any other part of the 
city; 
(2) Are reasonably compact; 
(3) Do not cross precinct boundary 
lines except as provided in subsection 
(c) or (d); and 
(4) Contain, as nearly as is possible, 
equal population. 

(c) The boundary of a city legislative 
body district may cross a precinct bound­
ary line if: 

(1) More than one (1) member of the 
legislative body elected from the dis­
tricts established under subsection (b) 
or (j) resides in one (1) precinct estab­
lished under IC 3-11-1.5 after the most 
recent municipal election; and 
(2) Following the establishment of a 
legislative body district whose bound­
ary crosses a precinct boundary line, 
not more than one (1) member of the 
legislative body elected from the dis­
tricts resides within the same city 
legislative body district. 

(d) The boundary of a city legislative 
body district may cross a precinct line if 
the districts would not otherwise contain, 
as nearly as is possible, equal population. 

(e) A city legislative body district with a 
boundary described by subsection (c) or (d) 
may not cross a census block boundary line 
except: 
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(1) When following a precinct bound­
ary line; or 
(2) The city legislative body certifies 
in the ordinance that the census block 
has no population, and is not likely to 
ever have population. 

(0 The legislative body may not adopt 
an ordinance dividing the city into dis­
tricts with boundaries described by subsec­
tion (c) or (d) unless the clerk of the city 
mails a written notice to the circuit court 
clerk. The notice must: 

(1) State that the legislative body is 
considering the adoption of an ordi­
nance described by this subsection; 
and 
(2) Be mailed not later than ten (10) 
days before the legislative body adopts 
the ordinance. 

(g) The division under subsection (b) or 
G) shall be made in 2002, every ten (10) 
years after that, and when required to 
assign annexed territory to a district. This 
division may be made at any other time, 
subject to IC 3-11-1.5-32. 

(h) This subsection does not apply to a 
city with an ordinance described by sub­
section (j). The legislative body is com­
posed of live (5) members elected from the 
districts established under subsection (b) 
and two (2) at-large members. 

(i) This subsection does not apply to a 
city with an ordinance described by sub­
section G). Each voter of the city may vote 
for two (2) candidates for at-large member­
ship and one (1) candidate from the district 
in which the voter resides. The two (2) at­
large candidates receiving the most votes 
from the whole city and the district candi­
dates receiving the most votes from their 
respective districts are elected to the legis­
lative body. 

(j) A city may adopt an ordinance under 
this subsection to divide the city into four 
(4) districts that: 

(1) Are composed of contiguous terri­
tory; 
(2) Are reasonably compact; 
(3) Do not cross precinct boundary 
lines, except as provided in subsection 
(c) or (d); and 
(4) Contain, as nearly as is possible, 
equal population. . 

(k) This subsection applies to a city with 
an ordinance described by subsection (j). 
The legislative body is composed offour (4) 
members elected from the districts estab­
lished under subsection (j) and three (3) at­
large members. 

(1) This subsection applies to a city with 
an ordinance described by subsection (j). 
Each voter of the city may vote for three 
(3) candidates for at-large membership 
and one (1) candidate from the district in 
which the voter resides. The three (3) at-

large candidates receiving the most votes 
from the whole city and the district candi­
dates receiving the most votes from their 
respective districts are elected to the legis­
lative body. 

(m) A copy of the ordinance establishing 
districts under this section must be filed 
with the circuit court clerk of the county 
that contains the greatest population of 
the city no later than thirty (30) days after 
the ordinance is adopted. 

(n) If any territory in the city is not 
included in one (1) of the districts estab­
lished under this section, the territory is 
included in the district that: 

(1) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(2) Contains the least population of 
all districts contiguous to that terri­
tory. 

(0) If any territory in the city is included 
in more than one (1) of the districts 
established under this section, the terri­
tory is included in the district that: 

(1) Is one (1) of the districts in which 
the territory is described in the ordi­
nance adopted under this section; 
(2) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(3) Contains the least population of 
all districts contiguous to that terri­
tory. [IC 18-2-1-8, 18-2-12-1, recodified 
as IC 36-4-6-4 by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, 
§ 3; 1980, P.L. 73, § 7; 1981, P.L. 44, 
§ 43; P.L.13-1988, § 17; P.L.5-1989, 
§ 102; P.L.7-1990, § 59; P.LA-1991, 
§ 141; P.L.1-1992, § 184; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 266.] 

36-4-6-5. Council election districts 
in third class cities having a popuIa­
tion of less than ten thousand. - (a) 
This section applies to third class cities 
having a population of less than ten thou­
sand (10,000). The legislative body of such 
a city may, by ordinance adopted before 
September 1, 1982, decide to be governed 
by this section instead of section 4 [IC 
36-4-6-4] of this chapter. If this ordinance 
is repealed after August 31, 1982, except 
as a part of a codification of ordinances 
that reenacts the ordinance under IC 
36-1-5-6, then section 4 of this chapter 
again applies to the city. The clerk of the 
legislative body shall send a certified copy 
of any ordinance adopted under this sub­
section to the secretary of the county 
election board. 

(b) This subsection does not apply to a 
city with an ordinance described by sub­
section (j). The legislative body shall adopt 
an ordinance to divide the city into four (4) 
districts that: 

(1) Are composed of contiguous terri­
tory, except for territory that is not 
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contiguous to any other part of the 
city; 
(2) Are reasonably compact; 
(3) Do not cross precinct boundary 
lines except as provided in subsection 
(c) or (d); and 
(4) Contain, as nearly as is possible, 
equal population. 

(c) The boundary of a city legislative 
body district may cross a precinct bound-
ary line if: . 

(1) More than one (1) member of the 
legislative body elected from the dis­
tricts established under subsection (b) 
or (j) resides in one (1) precinct estab­
lished under IC 3-11-1.5 after the most 
recent municipal election; and 
(2) Following the establishment of a 
legislative body district whose bound­
ary crosses a precinct boundary line, 
not more than one (1) member of the 
legislative body elected from the dis­
tricts resides within the same city 
legislative body district. 

(d) The boundary of a city legislative 
body district may cross a precinct line if 
the districts would not otherwise contain, 
as nearly as is possible, equal population. 

(e) A city legislative body district with a 
boundary described by subsection (c) or (d) 
may not cross a census block boundary line 
except: 

(1) When following a precinct bound­
ary line; or 
(2) The city legislative body certifies 
in the ordinance that the census block 
has no population, and is not likely to 
ever have population. 

(0 The legislative body may not adopt 
an ordinance dividing the city into dis­
tricts with boundaries described by subsec­
tion (c) or (d) unless the clerk of the city 
mails a written notice to the circuit court 
clerk. The notice must: 

(1) State that the legislative body is 
considering the adoption of an ordi­
nance described by this subsection; 
and 
(2) Be mailed not later than ten (10) 
days before the legislative body adopts 
the ordinance. 

(g) The division under subsection (b) or 
(j) shall be made in 2002, every ten (10) 
years after that, and when required to 
assign annexed territory to a district. This 
division may be made at any other time, 
subject to IC 3-11-1.5-32. 

(h) This subsection does not apply to a 
city with an ordinance described by sub­
section (j). The legislative body is com­
posed of four (4) members elected from the 
districts established under subsection (b) 
and one (1) at-large member. 

(i) This subsection does not apply to a 
city with an ordinance described by sub-

section (j). Each voter may vote for one (1) 
candidate for at-large membership and one 
(1) candidate from the district in which the 
voter resides. The at-large candidate re­
ceiving the most votes from the whole city 
and the district candidates receiving the 
most votes from their respective districts 
are elected to the legislative body. 

(j) A city may adopt an ordinance under 
this subsection to divide the city into three 
(3) districts that: 

(1) Are composed of contiguous terri­
tory, except for territory that is not 
contiguous to any other part of the 
city; 
(2) Are reasonably compact; 
(3) Do not cross precinct boundary 
lines, except as provided in subsection 
(c) or (d); and 
(4) Contain, as nearly as is possible, 
equal population. 

(k) This subsection applies to a city with 
an ordinance described by subsection (j). 
The legislative body is composed of three 
(3) members elected from the districts 
established under subsection (j) and two 
(2) at-large members. 

(1) This subsection applies to a city with 
an ordinance described by subsection (j). 
Each voter of the city may vote for two (2) 
candidates for at-large membership and 
one (1) candidate from the distrIct in 
which the voter resides. The two (2) at­
large candidates receiving the most votes 
from the whole city and the district candi­
dates receiving the most votes from their 
respective districts are elected to the legis­
lative body. 

(m) This subsection applies to a city 
having a population of less than seven 
thousand (7,000). A legislative body of 
such a city that has, by resolution adopted 
before May 7, 1991, decided to continue an 
election process that permits each voter of 
the city to vote for one (1) candidate at 
large and one (1) candidate from each of its 
four (4) council districts may hold elections 
using that voting arrangement. The at­
large candidate and the candidate from 
each district receiving the most votes from 
the whole city are elected to the legislative 
body. The districts established in cities 
adopting such a resolution may cross pre­
cinct boundary lines. 

(n) A copy of the ordinance establishing 
districts under this section must be filed 
with the circuit court clerk of the county 
that contains the greatest population of 
the city not later than thirty (30) days 
after the ordinance is adopted. 

(0) If any territory in the city is not 
included in one (1) of the districts estab­
lished under this section, the territory is 
included in the district that: 

(1) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
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(2) Contains the least population of 
all districts contiguous to that terri­
tory. 

(p) If any territory in the city is in­
cluded in more than one (1) of the districts 
established under this section, the terri­
tory is included in the district that: 

(1) Is one (1) of the districts in which 
the territory is described in the ordi­
nance adopted under this section; 
(2) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(3) Contains the least population of 
all districts contiguous to that terri­
tory. [IC 18-2-1-8, recodified as IC 
36-4-6-5 by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 3; 
1980, P.L. 73, § 8; 1981, P.L. 44, § 44; 
P.L.13-1988, § 18; P.L.5-1989, § 103; 
P.L.7-1990, § 60; P.LA-1991, § 142; 
P.L.1-1992, § 185; P.L.3-1993, § 267.] 

CHAPTER. 

ARTICLE 5 

TOWNS 

1. INCORPORATION - DISSOLUTION, 36-5-1-1 -

36-5-1-20. 
2. TOWN LEGISLATIVE BODY AND EXECUTIVE, 

36-5-2-1 - 36-5·2-12. 

CHAPTER 1 
INCORPORATION-DISSOLUTION 

SECTION. 

[INCORPORATION] 

36-5-1-1. Application of chapter. 
36-5-1-2. Petition of incorporation - Contents -

Qualifications of petitioner. 
36-5-1-3. Required documents supporting petition to 

incorporate. 
36-5-1-4. Investigation of proposed incorporation. 
36-5-1-5. Hearing - Notice. 
36-5-1-6. Parties - Remonstrance - Dismissal of 

petition. 
36-5-1-7. Limitation on incorporation of town near 

city. 
36-5-1-7.1. Exemption from requirements of Ie 

36-5·1-7. 
36-5-1-8. Conditions to be met before approval of 

incorporation by county execu­
tive. 

36-5-1-9. Petition for incorporation precluded 
within 1 year of denial of a peti­
tion. 

36-5·1-10. [Repealed.] 
36-5-1-10.1. Ordinance of incorporation of town. 
36-5-1-11. Apportionment of debt of township. 
36-5-1-11.5. Towns incorporating after August 31, 

1988. 

[DISSOLUTION OR CHANGE OF NAME] 

36-5-1-12. Petition for dissolution or change of name 
- Current census. 

36-5-1-13. Bond for costs and expenses must accom­
pany petition for dissolution or 
change of name. 

SECTION. 

36-5-1-14. Notice of hearing on petition of dissolution 
or change of name. 

36-5-1-15. Hearing on petition for dissolution or 
change of name of town - With­
drawal of petitioner's name. 

36-5-1-16. Certification of question - Date of elec­
tion - Notice. 

36-5-1-17. Election - Form on ballot. 
36-5-1-18. Requirements for approval of question on 

election - Effect of approval. 
36-5-1-19. Judicial appeal of decisions on question of 

dissolution or name change. 
36-5-1-20. Dissolution of town. 

[INCORPORATION] 

36-5-1-1. Application of chapter. -
This chapter applies to all towns except an 
included town (as defined in IC 36-3-1-7). 
[IC 36-5-1-1, as added by Acts 1980, P.L. 
212, § 4; P.L.5-1989, § 105.] 

36-5-1-2. Petition of incorporation 
- Contents - Qualifications of peti­
tioner. - (a) Proceedings to incorporate a 
town may be instituted by filing a petition 
in quadruplicate with the executive of the 
county in which all or a major part of the 
territory sought to be incorporated is lo­
cated. The petition must be signed by at 
least fifty [50] owners of land in the 
territory and must state that: 

(1) The territory is used or will, in the 
reasonably foreseeable future, be used 
generally for commercial, industrial, 
residential, or similar purposes; 
(2) The territory is reasonably com­
pact and contiguous; 
(3) There is enough undeveloped land 
in the territory to permit reasonable 
growth of the town; and 
(4) Incorporation is in the best inter­
ests of the citizens of the territory. 

(b) The signatures of the petitioners 
must be verified, and the verification must 
include a statement that the petitioners 
are owners of land in the territory sought 
to be incorporated. 

(c) In determining the number of peti­
tioners, not more than one person having 
an interest in a single parcel of land may 
be counted, and a person owning more 
than one parcel of land in the area may be 
counted only once. [IC 18-3-1-4, recodified 
as Ie 36-5-1-2 by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4; 
P.L.195-1984, § 1.] 

36-5-1-3. Required documents sup­
porting petition to incorporate_ - A 
petition for incorporation must be accom­
panied by the following items, to be sup­
plied at the expense of the petitioners: 

(1) A survey, certified by a registered 
engineer, showing the boundaries of and 
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quantity of land contained in the territory 
sought to be incorporated. 

(2) An enumeration of the territory's 
residents and landowners and their mail­
ing addresses, completed not more than 
thirty [30] days before the time of filing of 
the petition and verified by the persons 
supplying it. 

(3) A statement of the assessed valua­
tion of all real property within the terri­
tory, certified by the assessors of the 
townships in which the territory is located. 

(4) A statement of the services to be 
provided to the residents of the proposed 
town and the approximate times at which 
they are to be established. 

(5) A statement of the estimated cost of 
the services to be provided and the pro­
posed tax rate for the town. 

(6) The name to be given to the proposed 
town. [IC IS-3-1-5, recodified as IC 
36-5-1-3 by Acts 19S0, P.L. 212, § 4.] 

36-5-1-4. Investigation of proposed 
incorporation. - (a) On receipt of a 
petition for incorporation, the county exec­
utive shall examine it to see that it meets 
the requirements of sections 2 and 3 
[36-5-1-2 and 36-5-1-3] of this chapter. If 
the petition is in order, the executive shall 
mark it with the date of filing and immedi­
ately forward one [1] copy to the depart­
ment of commerce and one [1] copy to the 
plan commission, if any? having jurisdic. 
tion. 

(b) The department and the commission 
shall investigate the proposed incorpora­
tion and report their recommendations of 
approval or disapproval to the county 
executive at least ten [1O] days before the 
hearing required by section 5 [36-5-1-5] of 
this chapter. In making their investiga­
tions, they, may use the services of any 
other state or local government agency, 
and in making their report and recommen­
dations, they shall be guided by the re­
quirements for incorporation set out in 
section S [36-5-1-S] of this chapter. [IC 
IS-3-1-6, recodified as IC 36-5-1-4 by Acts 
19S0, P.L. 212, § 4.] 

36-5-1-5. Hearing - Notice. - The 
county executive shall hold a public hear­
ing on a petition for incorporation not less 
than sixty [60] nor more than ninety [90] 
days after the date of the filing of the 
petition, and shall require the petitioners 
to send notice of the hearing by certified 
mail to: 

(1) The residents and landowners of the 
territory as listed in the petition; 

(2) The legislative body of each munici­
pality having any corporate boundary 

within three [3] miles of the perimeter of 
the proposed new town; 

(3) The executive of any other county in 
which a part of the proposed new town is 
located; and 

(4) The executive of a township in which 
all or a part of the proposed new town is 
located. [IC IS-3-1-7, recodified as IC 
36-5-1-5 by Acts 19S0, P.L. 212, § 4.] 

36-5-1-6_ Parties - Remonstrance 
- Dismissal of petition. - The recipi­
ents of the notice required by section 5 
[36-5-1-5] of this chapter are parties to and 
are entitled to be heard at the' public 
hearing. The petition for incorporation 
shall be dismissed if at any time during 
the incorporation proceedings, including 
an appeal, the county executive or a court 
hearing an appeal is presented with a 
verified remonstrance against incorpora­
tion, signed by at least: 

(1) Fifty-one percent [51%] of the 
owners of a fee simple interest in real 
property in the affected territory; or 

(2) The owners of seventy-five percent 
[75%], in assessed valuation, of the real 
property in the affected territory. 
The executive or court may determine the 
validity of the remonstrance by submitting 
it to the county auditor for verification. [IC 
IS-3-1-S, recodified as IC 36-5-1-6 by Acts 
19S0, P.L. 212, § 4.] 

36-5-1-7. Limitation on incorpora­
tion of town near city. - (a) The county 
executive must obtain the consent by ordi­
nance of the legislative body of a consoli­
dated city before incorporating a town if 
any part of the proposed town is within 
four (4) miles of the corporate boundaries 
of the city. 

(b) The county executive must obtain 
the consent by ordinance of the legislative 
body of a second or third class city before 
incorporating a town if any part of the 
proposed town is within three (3) miles of 
the corporate boundaries of the city. 

(c) Subsection (b) does not apply to a 
county having a population of more than 
four hundred thousand (400,000) but less 
than seven hundred thousand (700,000). 
[IC IS-3-1-9, recodified as IC 36-5-1-7 by 
Acts 19S0, P.L. 212, § 4; 19S2, P.L. 1, 
§ 5S; P.L.195-19S4, § 2; P.L.5-19SS, 
§ 212; P.L.12-1992, § 161.] 

36-5-1-7.1. Exemption from require­
ments of IC 36-5-1-7. - The executive of 
a county having a population of more than 
forty-five thousand (45,000) but less than 
forty-seven thousand (47,000), is exempt 
from: 
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(1) The requirements of section 7(a) 
[IC 36-5-1-7(a)] of this chapter; and 
(2) The requirements of section 7(b) 
[IC 36-5-1-7(b)] of this chapter if the 
second or third class city is within a 
county containing a consolidated city. 
[IC 36-5-1-7.1, as added by Acts 1982, 
P.L. 210, § 1; P.L.12-1992, § 162.] 

36-5-1-8. Conditions to be met be­
fore approval of incorporation by 
county executive. - The county execu­
tive may approve a petition for incorpora­
tion only if it finds all of the following: 

(1) That the proposed town is used or 
will, in the reasonably foreseeable 
future, be used generally for commer­
cial, industrial, residential, or similar 
purposes. 
(2) That the proposed town is reason­
ably compact and contiguous. 
(3) That the proposed town includes 
enough territory to allow for reason­
able growth in the foreseeable future. 
(4) That a substantial majority of the 
property owners in the proposed town 
have agreed that at least six [6] of the 
following municipal services should be 
provided on an adequate basis: 

(A) Police protection. 
(B) Fire protection. 
(C) Street construction, mainte­
nance, and lighting. 
(D) Sanitary sewers. 
(E) Storm sewers. 
(F) Health protection. 
(G) Parks and recreation. 
(H) Schools and education. 
(I) Planning, zoning, and subdivi­
sion control. 
(J) One or more utility services. 
(K) Stream pollution control or 
water conservation. 

(5) That the proposed town could fi­
nance the proposed municipal services 
with a reasonable tax rate, using the 
current assessed valuation of proper­
ties as a basis for calculation. 
(6) That incorporation is in the best 
interest of the territory involved. This 
finding must include a consideration 
of: 

(A) The expected growth and gov­
ernmental needs of the area sur­
rounding the proposed town; 
(B) The extent to which another 
unit can more adequately and eco­
nomically provide essential services 
and functions; and 
(C) The extent to which the incorpo­
rators are willing to enter into 
agreements under IC 36-1-7 with 
the largest neighboring municipal­
ity, if that municipality has pro-

posed such agreements. [IC 
18-3-1-10, recodified as IC 36-5-1-8 
by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4; 
P.L.195-1984, § 3.] 

36-5-1-9. Petition for incorporation 
precluded within 1 year of denial of a 
petition_ - A petition for incorporation 
that is denied may not be resubmitted 
within one [1] year after the date of final 
denial. [IC 18-3-1-8, recodified as IC 
36-5-1-9 by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4.] 

36-5-1-10. [Repealed.] 

36-5-1-10_1. Ordinance ofincorpora­
tion of town. - (a) If the county executive 
makes the findings required by section 8 
[IC 36-5-1-8] of this chapter, it may adopt 
an ordinance incorporating the town. The 
ordinance must: 

(1) Divide the town into not less than 
three (3) nor more than seven (7) 
districts; and 
(2) Direct the county election board to 
conduct an election in the town on the 
date of the next general or municipal 
election t.o be held in any precincts in 
the county. 

An el ection conducted under this section 
must comply with IC 3 concerning town 
elections. However, a primary election 
may not be conducted before an election 
conducted under this section, regardless of 
the population of the town. 

(b) Districts established by an ordinance 
adopted under this section must: 

(1) Be composed of contiguous terri­
tory, except for territory that is not 
contiguous to any other part of the 
town; 
(2) Be reasonably compact; 
(3) Not cross precinct boundary lines, 
except as provided in subsection (c); 
and 
(4) Contain, as nearly as is possible, 
equal population. 

(c) The boundary of a town legislative 
body district established under subsection 
(b) may cross a precinct boundary line if 
the districts would not otherwise contain, 
as nearly as is possible, equal population. 
A legislative body district with a boundary 
described by this subsection may not cross 
a census block boundary line except: 

(1) When following a precinct bound­
ary line; or 
(2) The county executive certifies in 
the ordinance that the census block 
has no population, and is not likely to 
ever have population. 

(d) If any territory in the town is not 
included in one (1) of the districts estab­
lished under this section, the territory is 
included in the district that: 
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(1) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(2) Contains the least population of 
all districts contiguous to that terri­
tory. 

(e) If any territory in the town is in­
cluded in more than one (1) of the districts 
established under this section, the terri­
tory is included in the district that: 

(1) Is one (1) of the districts in which 
the territory is described in the ordi­
nance adopted under this section; 
(2) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(3) Contains the least population of 
all districts contiguous to that terri­
tory. 

(D Except as provided in subsection (g), 
an ordinance adopted under this section 
becomes effective when filed with: 

(1) The state certifying official desig­
nated under IC 6-1.1-30-15; and 
(2) The circuit court clerk of each 
county in which the town is located. 

(g) An ordinance incorporating a town 
under this section may not take effect 
during the year preceding a year in which 
a federal decennial census is conducted. 
An ordinance under this section that 
would otherwise take effect during the 
year preceding a year in which a federal 
decennial census is conducted takes effect 
January 2 of the year in which a federal 
decennial census is conducted. [IC 
36-5-1-10.1, as added by Acts 1980, P.L. 2, 
§ 16; P.L.5-1983, § 12; P.L.5-1986, § 54; 
P.L.13-1988, § 19; P.L.5-1989, § 106; 
P.L.7-1990, § 61; P.L.3-1993, § 268.] 

36-5-1-11. Apportionment of debt of 
township. - (a) If the township in which 
a new town is incorporated is indebted or 
has outstanding unpaid bonds or other 
obligations at the time of the incorpora­
tion, the town is liable for and shall pay 
that indebtedness in the same ratio as the 
assessed valuation of the property in the 
town bears to the assessed valuation of all 
property in the township, as shown by the 
most recent assessment for taxation before 
the incorporation, unless the assessed 
property within the town is already liable 
for the indebtedness. 

(b) The town shall pay its indebtedness 
under this section to the township execu­
tive. If the indebtedness consists of out­
standing unpaid bonds or notes of the 
township, the payments to the township 
executive shall be made as the principal or 
interest on the bonds or notes becomes 
due. [IC 18-5-10-28, recodified as IC 
36-5-1-11 by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4.] 

36-5-1-11.5. Towns incorporating af­
ter August 31, 1988. - A locality that: 

(1) Has elected town officers and has 
governed itself as a town for at least 
ten (10) years preceding September 1, 
1988;' or 
(2) Has been incorporated under this 

. chapter after August 31, 1988; 
IS a town for all purposes unless the town 
has been dissolved under this chapter or 
IC 36-5-1.1. [P.L.I-1989, § 69.] 

[DISSOLUTION OR CHANGE OF NAME] 

36-5-1-12, Petition for dissolution or 
change of name - Current census. -
(a) Proceedings to dissolve a town may be 
instituted under either this section or IC 
36-5-1.1. 

(b) A proceeding under this section may 
be instituted to either dissolve the town or 
change its name. The proceeding is insti­
tuted by filing a petition with the town 
clerk. The petition must be signed by at 
least two-thirds ('/3) of the voters of the 
town, must be verified by at least one (1) of 
the petitioners, and must include the rea­
sons for the dissolution or change of name. 

(c) A census of all of the voters of the 
town, taken within ten (10) days before the 
filing of the petition, must be filed with the 
petition. The person who prepared the 
census must, by affidavit attached to the 
census, verify that the census is correct. 
[IC 18-3-1-22, recodified as IC 36-5-1-12 by 
Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4; P.L.342-1987, 
§ 1.] 

36-5-1-13. Bond for costs and ex­
penses must accompany petition for 
dissolution or change of name. - A 
petition and census filed under section 12 
[36-5-1-12] of this chapter must be accom­
panied by a bond for costs and expenses 

r.ayable to and approved by the tow~ 
egislative body. The petitioners shall pay 

all costs and expenses incurred under this 
chapter, including the expenses of an elec­
tion, if their petition is not successful. [IC 
18-3-1-25, recodified as IC 36-5-1-13 by 
Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4.] 

36-5-1-14. Notice of hearing on peti­
tion of dissolution or change of name. 
- When a petition and census are filed 
under section 12 [36-5-1-12] of this chap­
ter, the town clerk shall give notice of the 
filing and of the day of a hearing on the 
petition and census, in the manner pre­
scribed by IC 5-3-1 [5-3-1-1 - 5-3-1-9]. [IC 
18-3-1-23, recodified as IC 36-5-1-14 by 
Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4.] 

36-5-1-15. Hearing on petition for 
dissolution or change of name of town 
- Withdrawal of petitioner's name. -
(a) On the date named in the notice given 
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under section 14 [36-5-1-14] of this chap­
ter, the town legislative body shall hear 
and consider: 

(1) The petition and census; and 
(2) All statements presented in favor of 

or in opposition to granting the petition. 
The legislative body shall then decide 
whether there is sufficient cause to submit 
the question of dissolving the town or 
changing its name to the voters of the 
town. 

(b) A petitioner who wants to withdraw 
his name from the petition must do so 
before the legislative body makes its deci­
sion. The legislative body may not count 
names withdrawn from the petition as part 
of the total required by section 12 
[36-5-1-12] of this chapter. [IC 18-3-1-22, 
18-3-1-23, recodified as IC 36-5-1-15 by 
Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4.] 

36-5-1-16. Certification of question 
- Date of election - Notice. - If the 
town legislative body decides to submit the 
question of dissolving the town or chang­
ing its name to the voters of the town, it 
shall certify the question to the county 
election board. The election board shall fix 
the date of an election for that purpose. 
The town clerk shall give notice of the 
election in the manner prescribed by IC 
5-3-1. [IC 18-3-1-24, recodified as IC 
36-5-1-16 by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4; 
1981, P.L. 45, § 15; P.L.3-1987, § 559.] 

36-5-1-17. Election - Form on bal­
lot. - (a) An election under section 16 [IC 
36-5-1-16] of this chapter shall be held in 
the town. The voters shall, by ballot, vote 
on the question submitted to them. The 
question shall be placed on the ballot in 
the form prescribed by IC 3-10-9-4 and 
must state "Shall the town of __ _ 
dissolve?" or "Shall the town of __ _ 
change its name to ?" 

(b) Within four (4) days after the can­
vass of the vote by the county election 
board, the town clerk shall prepare and 
attest a statement of all the votes cast at 
the election, to be signed by the members 
of the county election board and filed with: 

(1) The clerk of the county in which 
the greatest percentage of the popula­
tion of the town is located; and 
(2) The state certifying official desig­
nated under IC 6-1.1-30-15. [IC 
18-3-1-24, recodified as IC 36-5-1-17 
by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4; 
P.L.3-1987, § 560; P.L.5-1989, § 107.] 

36-5-1-18. Requirements' for ap­
proval of question on election - Effect 
of approval. - (a) If at least two-thirds 

(2/3) of the votes cast in an election under 
section 16 [IC 36-5-1-16] of this chapter 
are affirmative, and at least four-fifths ('/') 
of all the voters listed in the census voted 
in the election, the dissolution or change of 
name takes effect in the manner pre­
scribed by this section. 

(b) A change of name takes effect thirty 
(30) days after the filing of the statement 
required by section 17 [IC 36-5-1-17] of 
this chapter. 

(c) Except as provided in subsection (d), 
a dissolution takes effect six (6) months 
after the filing of the statement required 
by section 17 of this chapter. The property 
owned by the town after payment of debts 
and liabilities shall be disposed of in the 
manner chosen by a majority of the voters 
of the town at a special election for that 
purpose. Dissolution of a town does not 
affect the validity of a contract to which 
the town is a party. 

(d) A dissolution under this chapter 
may not take effect during the year pre­
ceding a year in which a federal decennial 
census is conducted. A dissolution that 
would otherwise take effect during the 
year preceding a year in which a federal 
decennial census is conducted takes effect 
January 2 of the year in which a federal 
decennial census is conducted. [IC 
18-3-1-24, 18-3-1-25, recodified as IC 
36-5-1-18 by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4; 
P.L.5-1989, § 108.] 

36-5-1-19. Judicial appeal of deci­
sions on question of dissolution or 
name change. - (a) A person aggrieved 
by a decision made by the town legislative 
body under section 15 [36-5-1-15] of this 
chapter or by the result of an election 
under section 16 [36-5-1-16] of this chapter 
may, within thirty [30] days, appeal that 
decision or result to the circuit court for 
the county in which the town is located. 
The appeal is instituted by giving written 
notice to the town legislative body and 
filing with the town clerk a bond in the 
sum of five hundred dollars [$500], with 
surety approved by the legislative body. 
The bond must provide that the appeal 
will be duly prosecuted and that the apfel­
lants will pay all costs if the appea is 
decided against them. 

(b) When an appeal is instituted, the 
town clerk shall file with the clerk of the 
circuit court a transcript of all proceedings 
in the case, together with all papers filed 
in the case. The town legislative body may 
not take further action in the case until 
the appeal is heard and determined. 

(c) An appeal under this section shall be 
heard by the circuit court without a jury. 
Change of venue from the judge may be 
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granted, but change of venue from the 
county may not be granted. [IC 18-3-1-26, 
recodified as IC 36-5-1-19 by Acts 1980, 
P.L. 212, § 4.] 

36-5-1-20. Dissolution of town. - (a) 
This section does not apply to a town 
described by IC 36-5-1-11.5. 

(b) A town subject to this chapter may 
be dissolved if the county election board of 
the county in which the greatest percent­
age of population of the town is located 
conducts a public hearing and finds that 
the town has not elected town officers or 
had a functioning town government dur­
ing the preceding ten (10) years. 

(c) The county election board shan cer­
tify the board's findings to the county 
executive, who may adopt an ordinance or 
(in a county subject to IC 36-2-3.5) issue an 
order to dissolve the town. [P.L.3-1993, 
§ 269.] 

CHAPTER 2 
TOWN LEGISLATIVE BODY AND EXECUTIVE 

SECTION. 
36-5-2-1. Application of chapter. 
36-5-2-2. Designation of town legislative body and 

town executive. 
36-5-2-3. Terms of members of board of trustees. 
36-5-2-4. [Repealed.] 
36-5-2-4.1. Election districts - Decennial redistrict­

ing. 
36-5-2-4.2. Alteration of number of legislative body 

members. 
36-5-2-5. Election of members of board. 
36-5-2-6. Residence requirement of members of 

board. 
36·5-2-7. Election of president of board - Term of 

office. 
36-5-2-8. Clerk of legislative body - Tie-breaking 

vote authorized. 
36-5-2-9. Powers and duties of board. 
36-5-2-9.2. Quorum. 
36-5-2-9.4. Requirements defined - Majority vote -

Two-thirds vote. 
36-5-2-9.6. Majority vote - When required. 
36-5-2-9.8. Two-thirds vote - When required. 
36-5-2-10. Publication and notice of ordinances pre-

scribing penalties - Exceptions. 
36-5-2-10.2. Record of ordinance. 
36-5-2-11. Issue and sale of bonds authorized. 
36-5-2-12. Temporary loans in anticipation of current 

revenues. 

36-5-2-1. Application of chapter. -
This chapter applies to all towns. [IC 
36-5-2-1, as added by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, 
§ 4.] 

36-5-2-2_ Designation of town legis­
lative body and town executive. - The 
town council elected under IC 3-10-6 or IC 
3-10-7 is the town legislative body. The 
president of the town council selected 

under section 7 [IC 36-5-2-7] of this chap, 
ter is the town executive. [IC 36-5-2-2, as 
added by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4; 
P.L.5-1986, § 55; P.L.8-1989, § 97.] 

36-5-2-3. Terms of members of 
board of trustees. - (a) Except as pro­
vided in subsection (b), (c), (d), or (e), the 
term of office of a member of the legisla­
tive body is four (4) years, beginning at 
noon January 1 after the member's elec­
tion and continuing until the member's 
successor is elected and qualified. 

(b) The term of office of a member of the 
legislative body appointed to fin a vacancy 
resulting from an increase in the number 
of town legislative body members under 
section 4.2 [IC 36-5-2-4.2] of this chapter: 

(1) Begins when the ordinance in­
creasing the number of legislative 
body members takes effect, or when 
the member is appointed under IC 
3-13-9-4, if the appointment is made 
after the ordinance takes effect; and 
(2) Continues until noon January 1 
fonowing the next municipal election 
scheduled under IC 3-10-6-5 or IC 
3-10-7-6 and until the member's suc­
cessor is elected and qualified. 

(c) The term of office of a member of the 
legislative body elected under IC 
36-5-1-10.1 following the incorporation of 
the town: 

(1) Begins at noon November 30 fol­
lowing the election; and 
(2) Continues until noon January 1 
fonowing the next municipal election 
scheduled under IC 3-10-6-5 or IC 
3-10-7-6 and until the member's suc­
cessor is elected and qualified. 

(d) The term of office of a member of the 
legislative body subject to IC 
3-10-6-2.5(d)(1) is three (3) years, begin­
ning at noon January 1 after the member's 
election and continuing until the mem­
ber's successor is elected and qualified. 

(e) The term of office of a member of a 
legislative body subject to an ordinance 
described by IC 3-10-6-2.6 is one (1) year, 
beginning at noon January 1 after the 
member's election and continuing until 
the member's successor is elected and 
qualified. [IC 18-3-1-16, recodified as IC 
36-5-2-3 by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4; 
P.L.3-1993, § 272.] 

36-5-2-4_ [Repealed.] 

36-5-2-4.1. Election districts - De­
cennial redistricting. - (a) The legisla­
tive body may, by ordinance, divide the 
town into districts for the purpose of 
conducting elections of town officers. Ex­
cept as provided in subsection (b), the 
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ordinance must divide the town in the 
manner prescribed in IC 36-5-1-10.1. 

(b) The boundary of a town legislative 
body district established under subsection 
(a) may cross a precinct boundary line if 
the legislative body provides by ordinance 
under section 5 [IC 36-5-2-5] of this chap­
ter that all legislative body members are 
to be elected at large by the voters of the 
whole town. 

(c) If any territory in the town is not 
included in one (1) of the districts estab­
lished under this section, the territory is 
included in the district that: 

(1) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(2) Contains the least population of 
all districts contiguous to that terri­
tory. 

(d) If any territory in the town is in­
cluded in more than one (1) of the districts 
established under this section, the terri­
tory is included in the district that: 

(1) Is one (1) of the districts in which 
the territory is described in the ordi­
nance adopted under this section; 
(2) Is contiguous to that territory; and 
(3) Contains the least population of 
all districts contiguous to that terri­
tory. 

(e) The ordinance may be appealed in 
the manner prescribed by IC 34-4-17.5. If 
the town is located in two (2) or more 
counties, the appeal may he filed in the 
circuit or superior court of any of those 
counties. 

<D This subsection does not apply to a 
town with an ordinance described by sub­
section (g). The division permitted by 
subsection (a) shall be made in 2002, every 
ten (10) years after that, subject to IC 
3-11-1.5-32, and when required to assign 
annexed territory to a municipal legisla­
tive body district. The division may also be 
made in any other year. 

(g) This suhsection applies to a town 
having a population of less than three 
thousand five hundred (3,500). The town 
legislative body may adopt an ordinance 
providing that: 

(1) Town legislative body districts are 
abolished; and 
(2) All members of the legislative 
body are elected at large. 

(h) An ordinance described by subsec-
tion (g): 

(1) May not be adopted or repealed 
during a year in which a municipal 
election is scheduled to be conducted 
in the town under IC 3-10-6 or IC 
3-10-7; and 
(2) Is effective upon passage. 

(i) A copy of the ordinance establishing 
districts under this section must be filed 
with the circuit court clerk of the county 
that contains the greatest population of 

the city not later than thirty (30) days 
after the ordinance is adopted. [IC 
36-5-2-4.1, as added by Acts 1980, P.L. 2, 
§ 17; P.L.13-1988, § 20; P.L.5-1989, 
§ 115; P.L.7-1990, § 62; P.L.4-1991, 
§ 146; P.L.3-1993, § 273.] 

36-5-2-4.2. Alteration of number of 
legislative body members. - (a) This 
section applies to the alteration of the 
number of members of a legislative body. 

(b) The legislative body may adopt a 
resolution to submit a public question on 
the number of legislative body members to 
the voters of the town. The resolution must 
state the following: 

(1) The proposed number of legisla­
tive body members, which must be at 
least three (3) and not more than 
seven (7). 
(2) The date of the general, munici­
pal, or special election at which the 
public question will appear on the 
ballot. 
(3) That the following question will be 
placed on the ballot in the form pro­
vided by IC 3-10-9-4: 

"Shall the number of town council 
members be increased (or decreased, 
if applicable) from __ :-_:-__ 
(insert the current number of mem­
bers provided for) to 

(insert the num­
ber of members proposed in the 
resolution)?". 

(c) IC 3 applies to an election conducted 
under subsection (b). If the county election 
board will conduct the election at which 
the public question will be submitted, the 
question must be certified to the board 
under IC 3-10-9-3. 

(d) If a majority of the votes cast on the 
question under subsection (b) are in the 
negative, the legislative body may not 
adopt a resolution under subsection (b) for 
at least one (1) year following the date the 
prior resolution was adopted. 

(e) If a majority of votes cast on the 
question under subsection (b) are in the 
affirmative, the legislative body shall 
adopt an ordinance at its next regular 
meeting following the election altering the 
number of legislative body members to the 
number specified in the public question. 
The legislative body may also alter exist­
ing districts and establish new districts in 
the manner prescribed by IC 36-5-1-10.1. 
An ordinance adopted under this subsec­
tion becomes effective January 1 following 
its adoption. 

<D If the number of legislative body 
members is increased, the legislative body 
shall fill any resulting vacancy under IC 
3-13-9-4. The legislative body may fill the 
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vacancy before the ordinance described in 
subsection (e) takes effect. However, a 
town legislative body member appointed 
under this subsection does not assume 
office until the beginning of the term 
specified in section 3 [IC 36-5-2-3] of this 
chapter. [p.L.n-1988, § 12; P.L.8-1989, 
§ 98; P.L.1-1990, § 359; P.L.3-1993, 
§ 274.] 

36-5-2-5. Election of members of 
board. - (a) The legislative body has: 

(1) One (1) member for each district 
established under: 

(A) IC 36-5-1-10.1; or 
(B) Section 4.1 or 4.2 [IC 36-5-2-4.1 
or IC 36-5-2-4.2] of this chapter; or 

(2) The number of members provided 
for when the town adopted an ordi­
nance under section 4.1 of this chapter 
abolishing town legislative body dis­
tricts. 

(b) The legislative body shall provide by 
ordinance that its members: 

(1) Are to be elected by the voters of 
the district in which they reside; 
(2) Are to be elected at large by the 
voters of the whole town; or 
(3) Are to be elected both by districts 
and at-large. 

(c) If a town legislative body adopts an 
ordinance under this section providing 
that its members are to be elected both by 
districts and at-large, the ordinance must: 

(1) Specify which seats on the legisla­
tive body are elected by the voters of a 
district and which are elected by the 
voters of the whole town; and 
(2) Provide that the ordinance is effec­
tive on January 1 following its adop­
tion. [IC 18-3-1-16, recodified as IC 
36-5-2-5 by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4; 
1982, P.L. 33, § 27; p.L.n-1988, § 13; 
P.L. 7 -1990, § 63.] 

36-5-2-6. Residence requirements of 
members of board. - (a) A member of 
the legislative body must reside within: 

(1) The town as provided in Article 6, 
Section 6 of the Constitution of the 
State of Indiana; and 
(2) The district from which the mem­
ber was elected, if applicable. 

(b) A member of the legislative body 
who is elected by the voters of a district 
forfeits office if the member ceases to be a 
resident of the district. 

(c) A member of the legislative body 
who is elected by the voters of the entire 
town but is elected or selected as a candi­
date from a district forfeits office if the 
member ceases to be a resident of the 
district. 

(d) An at-large member of the legisla­
tive body forfeits office if the member 
ceases to be a resident of the town. [IC 
18-3-1-16, recodified as IC 36-5-2-6 by Acts 
1980, P.L. 212, § 4; P.L.3-1987, § 561; 
P.L.3-1993, § 275.] 

36-5-2-7. Election of president of 
board - Term of office. - The legisla­
tive body shall select one [1] of its mem­
bers to be its president for a definite term, 
which may not exceed his term of office as 
a member of the legislative body. [IC 
18-3-1-20, 18-3-1-35, recodified as IC 
36-5-2-7 by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4.] 

36-5-2-8. Clerk of legislative body -
Tie-breaking vote authorized. - (a) The 
town clerk-treasurer is the clerk of the 
legislative body. 

(b) Whenever the legislative body has 
an even number of members for any rea­
son, the clerk-treasurer is an ex officio 
member for the purpose of casting the 
deciding vote to break a tie. [IC 18-3-1-31, 
18-3-1-35, recodified as IC 36-5-2-8 by Acts 
1980, P.L. 212, § 4.] 

36-5-2-9. Powers and duties of 
board. - The legislative body may: 

(1) Adopt ordinances and resolutions for 
the performance of functions of the town; 

(2) Purchase, hold, and convey any in­
terest in property, for the use of the town; 
and 

(3) Adopt and use a common seal. [IC 
18-3-1-35, 18-3-1-48, recodified as IC 
36-5-2-9 by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4.] 

36-5-2-9.2. Quorum. - A majority of 
all the elected members of the legislative 
body constitutes a quorum. [IC 36-5-2-9.2, 
as added by Acts 1980, P.L. 73, § 14.] 

36-5-2-9.4. Requirements defined -
Majority vote - Two-thirds vote. - (a) 
A requirement that an ordinance, resolu­
tion, or other action of the legislative body 
be passed by a majority vote means at 
least a majority vote of all the elected 
members. 

(b) A requirement that an ordinance, 
resolution, or other action of the legisla­
tive body be passed by a two-thirds [2/3] 
vote means at least a two-thirds [2/3] vote 
of all the elected members. [IC 36-5-2-9.4, 
as added by Acts 1980, P.L. 73, § 15.] 

36-5-2-9.6. Majority vote - When 
required. - A majority vote of the legis­
lative body is required to pass an ordi­
nance, unless a greater vote is required by 
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statute. [IC 36-5-2-9.6, as added by Acts 
1980, P.L. 73, § 16.] 

36-5-2-9.8. Two-thirds vote - When 
required. - (a) A two-thirds (2/3) vote of 
all the elected members, after unanimous 
consent of the members present to consider 
the ordinance, is required to pass an 
ordinance of the legislative body on the 
same day or at the same meeting at which 
it is introduced. 

(b) Subsection (a) does not apply to the 
following: 

(1) A zoning ordinance or amendment 
to a zoning ordinance adopted under 
IC 36-7. 
(2) An ordinance to increase the num­
ber of town legislative body members 
adopted under section 4.2 [IC 
36-5-2-4.2] of this chapter, unless the 
ordinance also establishes new legisla­
tive body districts. [IC 36-5-2-9.8, as 
added by Acts 1980, P.L. 73, § 17; 
1982, P.L. 33, § 28; P.L.335-1985, 
~ 37; P.L.3-1993, ~ 276.] 

36-5-2-10. Publication and notice of 
ordinances prescribing penalties -
Exceptions. - (a) An ordinance, order, or 
resolution passed by the legislative body is 
considered adopted when it is signed by 
the executive. If required by statute, an 
adopted ordinance, order, or resolution 
must be promulgated or published before it 
takes effect. 

(b) An ordinance prescribing a penalty 
for a violation must, before it takes effect, 
be published in the manner prescribed by 
IC 5-3-1, unless: 

(1) It is published under IC 36-1-5; or 
(2) It declares an emergency requir­
ing its immediate effectiveness and is 
posted in: 

(Aj One (1) public place in each 
district in the town; or 
(B) A number of public places in the 
town equal to the number of town 
legislative body members, if the 
town has abolished legislative body 
districts under section 4.1 [IC 
36-5-2-4.1] of this chapter. 

(c) This section does not apply to a 
zoning ordinance or amendment to a zon­
ing ordinance, or a resolution approving a 
comprehensive plan, that is adopted under 
IC 36-7. [IC 18-3-1-48, recodified as IC 
36-5-2-10 by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4; 
1980, P.L. 73, § 18; P.L.335-1985, § 38; 
P.L.7-1990, § 64.] 

36-5-2-10.2. Record of ordinance. -
Within a reasonable time after an ordi­
nance of the legisla ti ve body is adopted, 
the clerk-treasurer shall record it in a 

book kept for that purpose. The record 
must include: 

(1) The signature of the executive; 
(2) The attestation of the clerk-trea­

surer; and 
(3) The date of each recorded item. 

The record or a certified copy of it consti­
tutes presumptive evidence of the adoption 
of the ordinance. [IC 36-5-2-10.2, as added 
by Acts 1980, P.L. 73, § 19.] 

36-5-2-11. Issue and sale of bonds 
authorized. - (a) The legislative body 
may issue bonds for the purpose of procur­
ing money to be used in the exercise of the 
powers of the town and for the payment of 
town debts. However, a town may not 
issue bonds to procure money to pay cur­
rent expenses. 

(b) Bonds issued under this section are 
payable in the amounts and at the times 
determined by the legislative body. 

(c) Bonds issued under this section are 
subject to the provisions of IC 5-1 and IC 
6-1.1-20 relating to the filing of a petition 
requesting the issuance of bonds and giv­
ing notice of the petition, the giving of 
notice of a hearing on the appropriation of 
the proceeds of bonds, the right of tax­
payers to appear and be heard on the 
proposed appropriation, the approval of 
the appropriation by the state board of tax 
commissioners, the right of taxpayers to 
remonstrate against the issuance of bonds, 
and the sale of bonds at public sale for not 
less than their par value. 

(d) The legislative body may, by ordi­
nance, make loans of money for not more 
than five (5) years and issue notes for the 
purpose of refunding those loans. The 
loans may be made only for the purpose of 
procuring money to be used in the exercise 
of the powers of the town, and the total 
amount of outstanding loans under this 
subsection may not exceed five percent 
(5%) of the town's total tax levy in the 
current year (excluding amounts levied to 
pay debt service and lease rentals). Loans 
under this subsection shall be made as 
follows: 

(1) The ordinance authorizing the 
loans must pledge to their payment a 
sufficient amount of tax revenues over 
the ensuing five (5) years to provide 
for refunding the loans. 
(2) The loans must be evidenced by 
notes of the town in terms designating 
the nature of the consideration, the 
time and place payable, and the reve­
nues out of which they will be pay­
able. 
(3) The interest accruing on the notes 
to the date of maturity may be added 
to and included in their face value or 
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be made payable periodically, as pro­
vided in the ordinance. 

Notes issued under this subsection are not 
bonded indebtedness for purposes of IC 
6-Ll-18.5. [IC 18-5-24-2, recodified as IC 
36-5-2-11 by Acts 1980, P.L. 212, § 4; 
P.L.37-1988, § 24.] 

36-5-2-12. Temporary loans in antic­
ipation of current revenues. - (a) The 
legislative body may, by ordinance, make 
temporary loans in anticipation of current 
revenues of the town that have been levied 
and are being collected for the fiscal year 
in which the loans are made. Loans under 
this section shall be made in the same 
manner as loans made under section l1(b) 
and l1(c) [IC 36-5-2-11(b) or IC 
36-5-2-11(c)] of this chapter, except that: 

(1) The ordinance authorizing the 
loans must appropriate and pledge to 
the payment of the loans a sufficient 
amount of the revenues in anticipa­
tion of which the loans are issued and 
out of which the loans are payable; 
and 
(2) The loans must be evidenced by 
time warrants of the town in terms 
designating the nature of the consid­
eration, the time and place payable, 
and the revenues in anticipation of 
which the loans are issued and out of 
which the loans are payable. 

(b) An action to contest the validity of a 
loan made under this section must be 
brought within fifteen (15) days from the 
day on which the ordinance is adopted. 
[P.L.35-1990, § 45.] 
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Federal and state offices and public 
questiolll!, 13-11-4-12. 

Local elections and issues, §3-11-4·14. 
Printing. 

Federal and state offices and public 
questions, §3-11-4-12. 

Local elections and issues, §3-11-4·14. 
Records, §3·11-4·22. 
Retum envelope. 

Mailing address, 13-11-4-20. 
Postage, 13·11-4·20. 
Vorer's affidavit, 13·11-4·21. 

Signatures. 
Disputed signatures, 13-11·10-6. 
Examination, 13-11-10-4. 
Genuine signature on ballot envelope. 

Delivery to circuit court clerk, 
13-11-10-8. 

Determination of status by prednct 
election board, 13-11.10.7. 

Storage by circuit court clerk, 
13-11-10-9. 

Signature on ballot found not to be 
genuine, 13-11-10-5. 

Storage by county election board, 
13-11-10-10. 

Time limit for receipt by county election 
board, 13-11-10-3. 

Unacceptable or rejected ballots. 
Disposition, 13-11-IO-IB. 
Grounds, 13.11_10_17. 

Unauthorized absentee ballot, 13·14·2·16. 
Unopened ballots at poll closing, 

13·11·10·35. 
Voter procedure genemlly, 13-11-10-1. 
Voten eligible to use, 13-11-4-1. 

Candidate ceasing to be candidate. 
Replacement by another candidate, 

13-11-10-1.5. 
ChallengeMi. 

Right to vote by absentee ballot, 13·6·7-3. 
Challenge to absentee voter. 

Determination, 13-11-10-21. 
Evidence, 13·11·10·22. 
Grounds, 13-11·10-21. 
Procedure, 13-11-10-22. 

Counting ballots at a central location, 
Applicable law, 13-11.5-7-1. 
Ballot8 cast on bnllot cards, U3-11.5-6-1 

to 3·11.5-6-33. 
Applicability of chapter, U3·1I.5·6-I, 

3·11.5·6·2. 
Automatic tabulating machines. 

Teat8,13-11.5-6-14. 
Certificate for news media, 

13·11.5-6-30. 
Delivery, 13-11.5-6-31. 

Certificate of total votes CIlBt, 
13-11.5-6-18. 

Delivered to county election bonrm, 
13·11.5-6-20. 
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ABSENTEE VOTING-Cont'd 
Counting ballots at a centrBllocation 

-Cont'd 
Ballots cast on ballot cards-Cont'd 

Confidentiality of information, 
13-11.5-6-32. 

Unlawful disclosure, 13-14-4-10. 
Count. 

Automatic tabulating machines, 
test, 13·11.5·6-14. 

Duplicatea, 13.11.5-6·13. 
Manual count, §§3-11.5-6-15, 

3·11.5-6-16. 
Recount, 13-11.5-6-33. 
Write-in bnllots, 13·11.5-6-17. 

Counter's oath, 13-11.5-6-22. 
Filing, 13-11.5-6·22. 

Counting, 13-11.5.6-3. 
Counting without inrerruption, 

13.11.6·6-4. 
Damaged ballots, 13-11.5-6·9. 

Duplicate copieR, 13·11.5·6·10. 
Count, 13·11.6·6·13. 
Labels, 13·11.5-6-12. 

Defective ballots, 13-11.5-6-9. 
Duplicate copies, 13·11.5-6-11. 

Count, 13_11.5-6_13. 
Labels, 13·11.5-6-12. 

Destruction, 13·11.5-6-28. 
Contract for, 13·11.5-6·29. 

Grouping. 
Verification of proper grouping, 

§3-11.5-6.5. 
Locking of receptacle of votes, 

§3.11.5.6_25. 
Manual count, §§3·11.6-6·15, 

3-11.5-6-16. 
Memomndum of total vores cast, 

13·11.5-6-19. 
Oath of counter, 13·11.5-6-22. 

Filing, 13.11.5-6-23. 
Preaervation, 13·11.5-6-21. 
Preaervation in rnroptacle, 

13·11.5-6·24. 
Locking of receptacle, 13-11.5-6-25. 
Opening of receptacle, 13·11.5·6·27. 
Period of preservation, §3·11.5-6-26. 

Protest,13-11.5.6.fi. 
Disagreement over, 13·11.5-6-7. 
Procedure, 13-11.5-6-8. 

Receptacle of votes, 13·11.5-6-24. 
Locking, 13·11.5-6-25. 
Opening, 13·11.5·6-27. 
Period of preservation, 13-11.5-6-26. 

Recount, 13-11.5.6-33. 
Testa of automatic tabulating 

machines, 13·11.5·6·14. 
Total votea cast. 

Certifieare,13·11.5·6·IB. 
Delivery to county election board, 

13-11.5_6_20. 
Certificate for newa media, 

113·11.5-6-30,3-11.5-6-31. 
Memomndum, 13-11.5-6-19. 

Verification of proper groupings, 
13·11.5·6-5. 

Write-in ballots. 
Count, 13·11.5·6-17. 

Compensation of courien or countere, 
§3-1I.5.7.2. 

Definitiona. 
Absentee ballot counter, 13-11.5-2-1. 
Central location for counting absentee 

bnllota, 13·11.5-2·2. 
Pilot counties, 13·11.5·2-3. 
Pilot project. 13·11.5·2-4. 

Expiration of articles, 13·11.5-7-4. 



ABSENTEE VOTING--Cont'd 
Counting banots at a cenualloc:ation 

--Cont'd 
Marking of poll lists, §§3-11.5-4-25, 

3-11.5-4-26. 
Paper ballots, U3-11.5-5-1 to 3-II.S-S-29. 

Applicability of chapter, §§3-II.S-S-I, 
3-11.5-S-2. 

Certificate of total votes cast. 
Delivery to county election board, 

13-1L5-5-17. 
Preparation, §3-11.S-5-15. 

Certificate to media, §§3-1I.5.S-27, 
3-11.5-5-28. 

Confidentiality of information, 
13·11.5-5-29. 

Unlawful disclosure, §3-14-4-10. 
Contract for disposal, §3-1LS-S-26. 
Counter's oath, §3-11.5-5-19. 

Filing, §3·t1.S·5-20. 
Count of different precincts by 

different counter sets, 
13-11.5-5-13. 

Count of one precinct at a time, 
§3·II.S-5-12. 

Count of votes, §3-11.S-S-3. 
Method of count, §3-ll.S-S·6. 
Preferences in ballots, §3-II.S-S-4. 
Procedure for counting, §3-11.S-S·7. 
Protest during counting, §3·11.5·5-8. 
Without interruption, §3-11.5-5-S. 

Destruction, §3-11.S-5·25. 
DiBpo6aI. 

Contract, §3-11.5-5-26. 
Locking receptacle containing ballots, 

§3-II.S-S·22. 
Maintenance of preserved ballots, 

§3-11.S-S-21. 
Memorandum of total votes cast. 

Preparation, §3-1I.S-S-16. 
Oath of counter, §3-I I.S-5-19. 

Filing,13-ll.S-5-20. 
Preservation, §3-11.5-5-18. 

Maintenance of preserved ballots, 
13·II.S-S-21. 

Protest during counting, §3-II.5-S-B. 
Protested ballots, §3-11.5-5-9. 

Disagreement on protest, 
§3-II.5-S-IO. 

Signatures, §3-II.S-S-U. 
Receptacle containing ballots. 

Locking,13·I1.S-5-22. 
Opening, §3-II.S-S-24. 
Preservation, §3·1L5-5-23. 

Tally papers. 
Delivery to county election board, 

§3-II.S-5-17. 
Total votes cast. 

Certificate for county eloction board, 
§§3·11.S·S-1S,3-11.S-5-17. 

Certificate for news media, 
§§3-11.S-5.27,3-11.S·5·2B. 

Write.in ballots, §3-11.5-5-14. 
Pilot counties, §§3·11.5-4-1 to 3-11.5-4-2B. 

Appointment of absentee voter boards, 
§§3-IL5-4-22,3-11.5-4-23. 

Appointment of teams of counters, 
§§3·11.5-4-22,3-11.S-4-23. 

Appointment of teams of couriers, 
U3-U.S-4-22,3·11.S-4-23. 

Certification of names of voters, 
§3-11.5-4-8. 

Delivery of certificates to county 
election board, §3-11.5-4-9. 

Delivery of certificates to precinct 
election board, §3-11.5-4-9. 

Challenges to votes, §§3-11.5-4-1S, 
3-11.S-4-16. 

Death of absentee voter. 
Rejection of ballot, §3-11.S-4-17. 

Defined,13·11.S-2-3. 
Division of ballots among precincts, 

§3·11.5-4·12. 
Dutiell of circuit court clerk generally, 

§3·11.5-4-1. 
Late ballotll, 13-11.5-4-10. 
Mark.ing ofpolllisUl, §§3-IL5-4-9, 

3-11.5-4-24 to 3-11.S-4-27. 
New set of ballots, §3-11.S-4-2. 
Post office delivery on election day, 

13·11.5·4·7. 
Recasting of ballot, §3·11.5-4-2. 

INDEX 

ABSENTEE VOTING-Cont'd 
Counting ballots at a centralloc:ation 

-Cont'd 
Pilot countie&-Cont'd 

Receipt of ballotll. 
Deadline, §3-11.5-4-3. 

Rejection of ballots. 
Ability to vote in person, 

§3-11.5-4-2L 
Death of absentee voter, 

13-II.S-4-17. 
Grounds, §3-11.5-4-13. 
Marking of rejected ballotll, 

§3-11.5-4-14. 
Preservation of rejected ballots, 

§3-11.5-4-14. 
Report of total vote cast, §3·11.S-4-28. 
Retention of accepted ballot envelopes, 

§3-11.5-4+6. 
Return of absentee ballot. 

Failure to return, §3-11.S-4·1B. 
Right to vote in perlKln. 

Failure to return absentee ballot, 
§3-11.S-4-18. 

Where ballot has been marked 
rejected, §3·11.S-4-21. 

Where poll list does not inditate 
that absentee ballot has been 
cast, 13·11.5-4-19. 

Where poll list indicates that 
absentee ballot has been cast, 
§3-11.5-4-20. 

Signature comparison by counters, 
§3-11.S-4-11. 

Signature on ballot found genuine, 
§3-11.5-4-5. 

Signature on ballot not genuine, 
§3-11.S-4-4. 

Time ballot to be received, §3·1 1.5-4·3. 
Verification requirements for opening 

envelopes, 13·11.5-4-12. 
Pilot project, §§3-11.5-1·1 to 3·1 I.S-1-4. 

Applicability of article, f3-11.5-1-1. 
Application to participate, §3-11.5-1-2. 
Conflicting statutes, §3-11.S-1-4. 
Defined, §3-11.5-2-4. 
Established, §3-11.5-1-2. 
Resolution requirement, §3·11.5-1-3. 
Rulemaking authority, §3-11.5-1-2. 

Place where ballot considered to be cast, 
§3-1LS·7·3. 

Watchers for political parties, candidates 
and the media. §§3-11.5-3-1 to 
3-1I.S-3-4. 

Absentee ballot counter. 
Treatment as precinct election 

official, 13-ll.5-3-1. 
Appointment of wakhers by 

candidates, §3-II.S-3-3. 
Appointment of watchers by medis, 

§3-11.5-3-4. 
Appointment of watchers by politital 

parties, §3-U.S-3·2. 
Central location for counting absentee 

ballots. 
Treatment as precinct poll, 

§3-1LS-3-1. 
Death o( voter after voting, 13-11-10-23. 
Definitions. 

Counting ballots at a central location. 
Absentee ba1lot counter, 13·11.5-2·1. 
Central location for counting absentee 

ballots, §3·ll.5·2·2. 
Pilot county, 13-11.5-2-3. 
Pilot project, §3·11.5·2·4. 

Election officials, §3·6-6-6. 
Eligibility, §3-11-4-1. 

Overseas voter, §3·11-4·8. 
Mail. 

Voters entitled to vote by mail, 
§§3-11-10-24, 3-11-10-25. 

Overlleas voter. 
Applications, 13-11-4-9. 
Eligibility for ballot!!, §3-11-4-B. 

Persons voting before absentee voter 
board, §3-11-1O-25. 

Affidavit on envelope, §3-11-10-29. 
Application to vote before board, 

§3-11-10-26. 
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ABSENTEE VOTING-Cont'd 
Persons voting before ab8entee voter 

board-Cont'd 
Ballots. 

Circuit court clerk's signature and 
board member's initials, 
13·11·10-27. 

Marking, §3·11-10-28. 
Placement in envelope, 13-11-10-28. 

Board visits to voter's place of 
confinement, §3·11-10-25. 

Voters permitted to vote before board, 
§3-11-1O-26. 

Poll book holders. 
Right to vote by absentee ballot, §3-6-7·3. 

Poll lists. . 
Marking of lists, §§3-11.5-4-25, 

3-11.5-4-26. 
Procedures. 

Generally, §3-11-IO·L 
Registration o( absentee voters, 

§§3-7-S.t·l to 3·7·5.1-12. 
See REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. 

State election board. 
Ballots. 

Applications. 
Prescribing forms, f3·1I-4-S.I. 

Time limit (or receipt o( ballot. 
County election board, §3·1I-10-3. 

Uniformed services voter. 
Applications for ballots, §3-11-4-7. 
Free mailing of ballots, §3-11-4+6. 

Voting at polls by voters receiving 
absentee ballots. 

Conditions generally, 13-11-10-30. 
Voter's ballot already deposited in ballot 

box, §3-11-10·33. 
Voter's ballot rejected, §3-11-1O-34. 
Voters not returning absentee ballot, 

13-11-10-31. 
Voters who have returned absentee ballot. 

§3-11-1O-32. 

ABSENT UNINFORMED SERVICES 
VOTER. 

Defined, §3-5·2·1.S. 

ACTIONS. 
Civil procedure. 

General provisions, §§34-4-32-1 to 
34-4·32-5. 

See CIVIL PROCEDURE. 

ADVERTISING. 
Unattributed advertisements, 

Prohibited actll, §3·14·1-4. 

AFFIDAVITS. 
Delivery to county election board, 

§3·14-5-2. 
Grand jury investigations, §3·14-5-2. 
Precincta. 

Eligibility to vote in precinct of former 
residence. 

See PRECINCTS. 
Registration o( voters. 

See REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. 
Sealing, §3-14-5-2. 

AGE. 
Capital punishment. 

Minimum age upon commission of crime, 
§35-50-2-3. 

Qualification to register 88 voter, 
§3-7-I-l. 

ALCOHOUC BEVERAGES. 
Holidays. 

Sales on certain holidays prohibited, 
17.1·5·10·1. 

Public officer!! and employees. 
Removal for intoxication during business 

hours, §5-8-2-1. 
Sales on election day prohibited, 

§7.1-5-l0-1. 

APPUCABILITY OF PROVISIONS, 
§3-5-1-1. 

Types of elections, §3-5-1-2. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 
Registration of voters. 

Statewide voter registration liIe. 
Annual appropriation, §3-7-7.5-9. 
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ARREST. 
Constitution of Indiana. 

Electors froo from arrest, Const. Ind" Art. 
2, §12, 

Voterl cJ:cmpt while going to, attending. 
or returning rrom polls. 13-5-4-4. 

ASSISTANCE TO VOTERS. 
Absentee voting. 

Applicability to absentoo voting, 
§3-11·9-1. 

VotellJ with disabilities. 
A88istance by membera of absentee 

voter board, §3-11-9-3. 
Aft.cr voter has entered voting booth, 

13-11-11_8. 
Applicability of chapter, §3·11-9-1. 
English language. 

Inability to read English language, 
§3-11-9·2. 

A!I8istanee by judges, §3-11-9_3. 
Miarepresentation to voteTS of names 

on ballou, 13·14·2·22. 
Voten with disabilities, '3-11-9-2. 

Allllistanoo by judges, 13-11-9-3. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL.. 
County election board. 

Violation of title. 
Civil actiona by attorney general, 

§3-6-5·32. 
Referral of matters to ottnmey general, 

13-6-5-31. 
Election years, 13·10·2-6. 
Qualifications for office, 13·8-1,10. 
Violation of title. 

Civil actions by attorney general. 
§3-6-4·30. 

ATTORNEYS' FEES. 
Impeachment. 

Local officen. 
Malfeasance. 

AcclUlation. 15·S·1-35. 

AUDITS. 
County election boards. 

Board books, §3·6-S·25. 

AUTOMATIC TABULATING MACHINE. 
Defined. 13-5-2·2. 

B 

BALLOT CARD VOTING SYSTEMS. 
Abacntee voting. 

Counting ballots ot a central location. 
Ballots cast on ballot canis, 

§§3·11.5-6-1 to 3·Il.5-8.J3. 
See ABSENTEE VOTING. 

Applicability of chapter, f§3·11·12·1, 
3·11·13.1. 

Approval. 13·11·6-4. 
Notice to county eledion board, 

§3·11·7·13. 
Request for approvol, 13·11·5·2. 
State election board, 13·11·7-1. 

Approval required, 13·11-5-1. 
Arrangement of party ticket., §3-11-12·9. 
Auisting voter in determining if ballot 

properly inidaled, §3·ll-13-31. 
Audit of vote. 

Certification of audit, §3-1l-13-40. 
County election board, 13-11·13-37. 
Notice of audit. 13-11-13-41. 
Petition, 13·11·13-38. 
Test and procedure, 13·11·13-39. 

Ballots. 
Alphabetical rotation of candidates' 

names in primary elections, 
13-1I-12·20. 

Arrangement of ballot information, 
13-11-13-11. 

Arrangement of party ticket, 13-11-12·9. 
Arrangement of echool district election 

candidates, 13·11·12-10. 
Assisting voter in determining if ballot 

properly initialed. 13·11-13_31. 
Carda. 

Cards with detached stubs void. 
13·11·13·34. 

Color in primary election. §3-11-13·21. 
Counting of votes. See within thi8 

heading, "Counting of votes." 
Disposition of voted card, 13·11·13-33. 

INDEX 

BALLOT CARD VOTING SYSTEMS 
-Cont'd 

Ballots-Cont'd 
Card8--Cont'd 

Distribution. 13-11·13·27.5. 
Voten,13·U-13-28.5. 

Election information stub. 13-11-13·IS. 
Examination and certiftcation, 

13·11·13·27. 
Initials of poll clerks, 13-11-13-2S. 

Write-in votes, §3·1I·13·2S.7. 
Marking, §3-ll·13·31.7. 
Opening, 13-11-13·27.5. 
Precinct stamp, 13-11-13·19. 
Providing to precincts, f3-11·13·17. 
Record vf precinct distribution by 

serial number, §3-ll·13·20. 
Serisl numben, §3·11-13-IS. 
Spoiled or defaced by voter. 

DiSpDllition, §3-11-13·35. 
Replacement, §3-11·13·35. 

Straight.ticket voting, 13·11·13·31.7. 
Labels. 

Arrows and numbers, 13-11-13-13. 
Candidate.!! for an office on more than 

one page, §3-11-13-13. 
General requirements, §3-11-12·2. 
Inspection, §3·11·12·23. 
Listing of office8 and parties, 

13·11·13·12. 
Plscement on machines, 13_11_12_IS. 
Primary ele<:tions. 

Party names snd devices, 
13-11-12-3. 

Removal, change or mutilation by 
inspector or poll clerk, §3-14-3-7. 

Straight party ticket voting, 
§3·11·13·14. 

Tampering with, §3·14·3-8. 
Sample ballots. 

Color, 13·11·12-4. 
ContenUl, §3·11-13-9. 
County election board sample ballots. 

Arrangement of parties, offices, etc" 
§3·11-12-7. 

Number and form, §3-11-12-6. 
Delivery to county clerks, §3-11-12-5. 
Fonn, 13·11·13;9. 
Inspection, 13-11-12-23. 
Number, 13·11-12-4. 
POIIting, §f3·11·12-11, 3-11·13·10. 
Style, 13·11·12-4. 

Write·in voUls, 13-11-13-1S. 
Initials of poll clerks, §3-11·13·2S.7. 

Cnnvassing vote. 
Inspection of voting machine counten. 

Authority,13·12-4-IS. 
ComparillOn with precinct returns, 

13-12-4·20. 
Discrepancies between voting 

machine and returns, 
§3-12-4-21. 

Location, 13-12-4-19. 
Political party observen, 13-12-4·19. 
Time, 13·12-4·1S. 

Cards. See within this heading, "Ballots." 
Care of machines while not in uac, 

§3-11-5-25. 
Certificates of number of votell cast., 

13·11-12-36. 
Chnnges in approved machines, 

§3-11-5-5. 
Confirmation o( vote. 

CertUieation, 13_11_13-40. 
County election board, §3-1I-13·37. 
Notice of audit, 13-11-13-41. 

Petition, f3·ll·13·3S. 
Testa and procedures, §3-1I-13-39. 

Contracts. 
Filing of copy, 13-11·7·IS. 

Counter compartments. 
Opening, 13-11-12-30. 

Counting individual ballot vow. 
Combined straight party ticket and 

different individual candidate votes, 
13·11·7-7. 

Less votes for candidates than openings in 
office, 13·11·7·10. 

More votes for candidaUls than openings 
in office, 13-11-7·11. 

Multiple straight party ticket votes, 
13-11-7·9. 

BALLOT CARD VOTING SYSTEMS 
-Cont'd 

Counting Individual ballot vOW8--Cont'd 
Straight party ticket vote and duplicating 

individual candidate votes. 
13·11·7-6. 

Unopposed candidates. 13·11·7·7. 
Where multiple openings in office, 

13-11-7-8. 
Counting of votes. 

Absentee ballots, 13-12·3·12. 
Ballot cards. 

Arrangement of card!!, 13·12·3-4. 
Arrangement, storage and diSpDllition 

following count, 13·12-3·10. 
Count of cards cad, 13·12-3·1. 

Reconciliation of count with number 
of voters, §3·12-3·1. 

Damaged or defective cards, f3·12·3-5. 
Delivery of sealed ballot enrds to 

central counting location, 
13·12-3·2. 

DUplicate card!!, §3·12-3-6. 
Counting, 13-12-3-7. 

Opening of container, 13·12-3-4. 
Scaling, 13_12_3_2. 

Central counting location. 
Publie attendance, §3.12-3-3. 
Supervising officials, 13·12-3·3. 

Commencement of count. 
More than one precinct in same room, 

13-12-3-1.2. 
Count to begin immediately and continue 

until completed, 13·12-3-12.5. 
Delivery of vote total, 13·12-3-10. 
Falsely counting or returning counts, 

13·14.2.27. 
Manual counting. 

Tabulation, §3-12-3-9. 
When required and allowed, f3·12-3·S. 

More than one precinct in same room, 
13·12·3·1.2. 

Official precinct return. 
Contents, §3·12-3·11. 
Media information, 13·12·3·11. 
Public inspection, §3·12·3-11. 

Protest ofhallot COUnt. 13·12-3.1.5. 
Notation by clerk or county canvassing 

board member, 13·12-3-1.5. 
Recounts, §3·12-3-13. 
Sealing of machines and containen. 

§3·12·3·10. 
County cleetion boards. 

Permitted uses by. 13-11·13·2. 
Training and educational mt'etings, 

13·11-13-4. 
Cumulative fund tor purchalC. 

Approval by state board of tax 
commissionen, 13·11·6-1. 

Establishment, §3·11·6·1. 
Hearing, §3·11-6-2. 

Notice, §3-U·6·3. 
Notice, §3-11-6·2. 

Expenditures, §3·11-6-13. 
Notice following proposal to state board of 

tax commissionen, 13·11-6-4. 
Purp08C9, 13·11·6·13. 
StaUl board of tax commissionen. 

Decisions, §3-11-6-S. 
Hearing, ~3-11·6-6. 

Notice, §3-11·6·7. 
Taxation. 

Levy to establish fund, 13·11-6-9. 
Annual levy, 13·11·6-10. 
Deposit of tax levy, 13·11·6-13. 
Reduction or rescission, §3·11·6-U, 
Taxpayer petition requesting 

reduction or revision, 
§3-11·6·12. 

Taxpayer petition obje<:ting to proposal, 
13·11-6-5. 

Transfer of balance to general fund, 
13-11-6-14. 

Custody or machines while pot in u&c. 

13·11·5·25. 
Defined,13·5·2·21. 
Delivery. 

Time, 13·11·12·22. 
Trallllportation, 13·11·12·22. 

DemoPlitTation of voting system (or 
votera, §3·11.13-26.5. 
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Determination of paper baUot needs, 
§3-1I-3-3. 

Diagrams, §3-11-12-12. 
Disapproval. 

Failure to meet standards, §3-11-7-16. 
Disclosure of vote prior to vote 

registering. 
Disqualification of voters, 13-11-13-32.S. 

Examination. 
Examination and certification of system 

prior to election day, 13·11-13-27. 
Location. §3-1I-5-6. 
Report, f3-U-5-3. 
Request for examination, §3-11-5-2. 

Experimental machines. 
Use. 13-11-5-26. 

EJ.:piration. 13-11-7·19. 
Falsely counting or returning counts, 

§3·14-2-27. 
Funds. 

Cumulative fund for purchase. 
Generally. See within this heading, 

"Cumulative fund for purchase." 
Implementation. 13-11-13-43. 
Improvements in approved machines, 

f3-11-5-5. 
Incorrect baUots. 

Hearings, 13-11-2-16. 
Inspec:tiou. 

Sample ballots and ballot labels, 
13-11-12-23. 

Iuspec:tors. 
Permitting use of malfunctioning voting 

machine, 13-14-3-6. 
Tampering with, §3-14-3·5. 

Instructions, 13-11-7-14. 
Cards,13-11-12-12. 
Cantents, 13-11-13-30. 
Giving to voters, §3.11.13-29. 
Posting, 13-11-13-29. 
Use of voting machines for voter 

instruction, §3-ll·12-16. 
Candidates and questions listed, 

§3-11-12-17. 
Voter instruction after entering into 

booth,13-11-13-32. 
Voting machines. 

Use for voter instruction, §§3-1l-12-16, 
3-11-12-17. 

Insufficient number of machines for 
each precinct. 13-11-5-24. 

Keys. 
Caunty auditor to store after machines 

locked, §3-11-12-35. 
Dispoaition after machines locked, 

§3-11·12-34. 
Labels. See within this heading, "Ballou." 
Locking of machines. 

At poll closing, §3-11-12-30. 
Following vote count, 13·11-12-33. 

Malfunctioning equipment. 
Duties of county election boards, 

13-11-12-26. 
Precinct election officers permitting use 

of, §3-14-3-6. 
Marking devices. 

Arrangement of ballot information, 
§3-11·13·11. 

Demonstration marking devices. 
Candidate names prohibited, 

13-11-13-7. 
Prepamtion and supply, 13-11-13-6. 

Examination and certification, 
13-11-13-27. 

Interference with correct operation, 
§3·14-3-11. 

Preparation, f3-1I-13-6. 
Rotation of candidate names in primary 

elections, f3-11·13-16. 
Securing at poll closing. §3-11-13-36. 
Supply, §3-11-13-6. 
Tampering with, §3·14·3-11. 

Minor improvements and cbanges in 
approved systems, §3-11-7·15. 

Municipal elections. 
Furnishing of machines and equipment by 

county. 13-11-12-39. 
Implementation of system, §3-11-13-43. 
Use in. §3-11-13-42. 

INDEX 
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Municipal elections-Cont'd 
Use of county machines permitted, 

§3-11-12-38. 
Number of ballots required. 

Determination, §3·11-4-1O. 
Ob3ervation of ordering, setting and 

adjusting of machines prior to use. 
Appointment of person to observe. 

§3-11-1344. 
Papel' vote I'ecol'ding roll, §3-11-12-37. 
Permitted uses. 

County election boards, §3·U-13-2. 
Primary elections, 13-11-13-3. 

Pel'SOns aUowed in vicinity of. 
§3·11·12·28. 

Placement. 
Persons prohibited from watching voters, 

§3·11·12·27. 
Poll clel'ks. 

Permitting uS!! of malfunctioning voting 
machine. §3-14-3-6. 

Tampering with. §3-14-3-5. 
Preparation. 

Inspectors. 
Poll chute erection, §3-11·12·24. 
Polls on eledion day, §3-11-13·27. 
Posting of sample baUou and 

instructions, §3·11-12-24. 
Precinct election boards. 

Checking machines, §3-11-12-25. 
Camparison of sample and machine 

ballots, §3-11-12-25. 
Zeroing vote wunters, §3-11·12·25. 

Procedure, §3-11-12-29. 
P~hase, 

County executive, 13-11-5-22. 
Maintenance 8.g'Il!ement required, 

13-11-5-23. 
Purchase ordel'll, 

Filing, §3-1I·7-1S. 
Renewal application, §3-11-7-19. 
Sale, 

Disapproval. 
Failure to meet standards, §3-11-7-16. 

Sample ballots. See within this heading, 
HBaUots." 

Secrecy, §3-11-5.s. 
Setting, adjusting and labeling prior to 

use, 13-11-12-21. 
Observation. 

Appointment of person to obseNe, 
f3-11-13-44. 

Specifications, 
Ability to vote on all candidates and 

issues,13·U-5-9. 
Ballot frames and cover. 13-11-5·20. 
Compliance required for approval, 

13-11.5.7. 
Counting of votes, 13-11-5-13. 
Individual candidate voting, f3-1I·5·10. 
Locks, §3-11-5-17. 
Mechanical model for voter instruction, 

§3-11-5-IS. 
New machines rendering specifications 

unnecessary, 13-11-5-21. 
Numbering, 13-11-5-19. 
Presidential electors, 13-11-5·10. 
Prevention of multiple voting, 13-11-5-11. 
Primary elections uS!!, §3-11-5-12. 
Public counter, 13-11-5-15. 
Public questions, §3-11-5-1O. 
Secrecy, §3-II-S.s. 
Stmight party ticket voter, §3-11-5-10. 
Use determination, 13-11-5·14. 
Vote counters, §a·ll-5-16. 

Standards. 
Construction. 13-11-7-5. 
Design, 13-11-7-5. 
Failure to meet. 

Refusal to approve sale, 13-11-7·16. 
Rules setting standards, §3-11-7_2. 
Safety, efficiency and accuracy, 13-11-7-5. 
Secrecy, 13-11·7-3. 
Testing. 

Failure to meet requirements, 
13-11-7-17. 

Voting methods, 13-11-7-4. 
State election board. 

Approval required, H3·11-5-1. 3-11-7-1. 
Statements of votes cast. §3-11-12-36. 
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Tabulating machines. 
Testing. 

Cantents of test, §3·1I·13·24. 
Detection and correction of errors, 

13-11·13·25. 
Observation and certification by wunty 

election board members. 
§3·11·13-23. 

Performance by election officer, 
§3-11·13-22. 

Public notice, §3-1I-13·22. 
Public observation, §3-II-13-23. 
Retesting and certification prior to 

official use, 13·11-13·26. 
Tampering with, §3-14-3-S. 

Precinct election officers, 13-14-3-5. 
Testing, 13-11-7-12. 

Periodic testing of approved system, 
13·11-7-17. 

Tabulating machines, §§3·11·13·22 to 
3-11-13-26. 

Time limit on voting, 13-11-13-32.5. 
Trnining and educational meetings, 

13-11-13-4. 
Voter knowingly revealing hill selections 

or determining anothel"lI, §3-14·2·18. 
Voting booths, §3-11-13.s. 

In plain view, §3-Il·13·31.5. 
Privacy of voter, 13-11-13-31.5. 

Voting procedure, 13-11-12·29. 
Write-in voting, §3-11-5-10. 

Ballots, U·ll·13·IS. 
Initials ofpo\l clerks, §3·11-13·28.7. 

BALLOTS. 
Absentee voting. 

Ballot cards, §3-12-1-9.5. 
Ballot card voting systems. 

Caunting of votes. 
See BALLOT CARD VarING 

SYSTEMS. 
Caunting ballots at a central location. 

See ABSENTEE VOTING. 
Delivery of certificates and tally papers to 

canvassing board, §3-12-2-7. 
Determining which votes for individual 

candidates to 00 counted. 
With or without voting stmight party 

ticket, 13-12-1-7. 
Distinguishing marks or mutilations. 

Ballou void, §3-12·1-3. 
"Election officer" defined, 13-12-1-1.5. 
Electronic voting systems. 

Counting of votes. 
See ELECTRONIC VOTING 

SYSTEMS. 
Erasures. 13-12-1-4. 
FailuTl! to perfonn extrinsic acts. 

Ballot void, §3-12-1-4. 
Initials. 

Ballots without election officials' 
initials void, §3-12-1·2. 

Intent of voter paramount, 13-12-1-1. 
Marks other than voting marks, 

13·12·1-4. 
Mistake or inadvertence by election 

officer. 
Caunting of vote otherwise invalid 

upon evidence of, §3·12·1-12. 
Precinct election boards. 

Canvassing office hours. 13-12-2-16. 
Certification and memomndum of 

count. §3·12·2-6. 
Certification of vote to media, 

13-12-2-15. 
Destruction of ballots, §3-12-2-12. 
Inspector and judge to view ballots, 

13-12-2-2. 
Multiple precincts in one voting room. 

Beginning of vote count. 13-12-2-5. 
Order of ballot counting, 13-12-2-1. 
Protest of ballots, §3-12-2-3. 

Dispoaition of protested ballots. 
§3-12-2-4. 

Sealing of ballots following count, 
§3-12-2-S. 

Delivery to circuit wurt clerk, 
§3-12-2-9. 

Inspector's oath as to sealing of 
ballots, 13-12-2-10. 

Retention period, 13-12-2-12. 
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BAI.LOTS-Cont'd 
Absentee \'oting-Cont'd 

Pre<:inct election boards-Cont'd 
Sealing of ballots following count 

-Cont'd 
Storage of senled ballots, 

13-12-2-11. 
Straight party ticket, §3-12-1-7.5. 
Voter', name or initials. 

Number or symbol void, 13·12·1·10. 
Voting machines. 

Counting of votes. 
See VOTING MACHINES. 

Voting mnrke. 
In party circle. f3-12-1-8. 
In voting square of candidate, 

13·12·1-5. 
In voting square on public question, 

f3·12·1·6. 
Touching circle or box, §3-12-1-9, 

Voting spoco to left of candidate'll part of 
voting square, §3-12-1-1L 

Withdrllwn candidates. 
Voto for party ticket considered vote 

for BUCC('!lSOr nominee, §3.12-1-15. 
Vote for withdrawn candidate not vote 

for successor, §3·12-1-14. 
Write-in votes, 13-12-1-1.7. 

Straight party ticket, §3-12-1-7.S, 
Accidentally ruining ballot. 

RepiaC1!ment bnllot, §3-11·11-18. 
Applicability of chapter. §3·11·11·1. 
BnIlot card voting systems. 

Boo BALLOT CARD VOTING SYSTEMS. 
Balles. 

Construction. 13·11·3·34. 
County election board to provide, 

§3·11.3·33. 
Inspection. 

Prior to poll opening. 13·11-11·2. 
Locking. 

Prior to poll opening, 13·11·11·2. 
Placement of ballots in bolles, 

13·11·11·14. 
Removal from ballot boll, 13·14·2·24. 

Candidates. 
Listing on general and municipal election 

ballots, 13·8·7·25. 
Order of party candidates, §3·11·2·6. 
Placement of party's candidlltt.'8, 

§3·1l·2·1O. 
Request for placing on ballot, t3·8·3·1. 
Vllcancy after blillots life printed, 

13,11·3·29. 
PllBters. 

Curd. 

Application to blillots. i3-H·3·30. 
Names of deceased candidllte!!, 

t3·11·3·29.5. 
Only board and board chaimwn to 

supply and receive ballot 
pasters, §3·11·3·29. 

Defined, 13·5·2-4. 
Circuit court clerk. 

Pick up, 18·11·3·6. 
Color, §3·11·2-4. 
CountinK of ballots. 

Absentee ballots, 13·12·1·13. 
Write·in absentee bal\otll for federal 

office, 13·12·2·7.5. 
Defined. 13·5·2 .. 1. 
Uellvery. 

Improper delivery. §§3·14·2·15, 3·14·2·23. 
Time for delivery to polls, §3·Il·II·l.8. 

De.truction, 13·14·2·23. 
Extro blillotll, §3·11·3·3t. 
Prohibited. 13·14·2·24. 

Distinguishing marks. 
Depositing ballots with. 

Prohibited, §3·14·4.6. 
Knowingly placing on ballot. §3·14·2·17. 

DI.tribution. 
Applicability of chapter, §3·11·3·1. 
Failure of inspector to IIppear. §3-14-4·2. 
Initial distribution of ballot packages and 

pencils, §3·11·n·3. 
Re5upply of poll clerks, 13·11·11·5. 
Specilll messenger, §3·11-3·7. 
State paper ballobl, §3-11-3·2. 

Pick up by circuit court clerk, 
13·U·3·6. 

To votera, f3·11·11·6. 

INDEX 

BALLOTS-Cont'd 
Electronic voting systems. 

See ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS. 
Extra ballots. 

Destruction, §3·11-3·31. 
Retention, f3·11·3·31. 

Failure to cast or return, 13·14 ... 1·2. 
Folding of ballots, §3.11·1I·ll. 

Refolding of improperly foldoo ballots, 
§3·11-11·12. 

Forgery. 
Official ballot endorsement, 13·14·2·19. 

Imitation ballots. 
Printing and distrihuting, 13.14·2-19. 

Incorrect ballots. 
Hearing, §3·1I·2-16. 

Initialing of ballots by poll clerks. 
§3·11·11-4. 

Instructions, §§3·1l·2·B, 3·11·11·6. 
Labels. 

Ballot card voting systems. 
See BALLOT CARD VOTING 

SYSTEMS. 
Defined, §3·5·2·5. 
Electronic voting systems. 

See ELECTRONIC VOTING 
SYSTEMS. 

Lack of ballots at poll opening, 
§3·11·3-28. 

Lake County election board. 
Responsibility for ballou. supplies and 

equipment, §3·11-3·35. 
Local ballots. 

. Inspectors failing to pick up barroo from 
compensation, 13·11.3·15. 

Receipt of recipient, 13·11 ... 1.12. 
Sealing prior to usc, §3·11.3.12. 
Special messengera, §3·11·3·13. 

Compensation, §3·11·3·14. 
Loss or destruction. 

Replacement, §3·11-3·26. 
Report by ballot custodian, 13·11·3·26. 
Report by voter, 13·11.3·27. 

Marking ballots, 13·11·11·7. 
Effect of voter showing marks to another 

person, §3·11·1I·16. 
Election officials, §3·14·2·25. 
Marking to reveal vote, 13·14-2-16. 
Precinct election board, 13·14-4·8. 
Screening of voter during marking, 

§3·11-11·9. 
Straight party ticket voting, §3·11·1l·10. 

Marking devices. 
Defined, 13·5-2-31. 
Instructions specifying voting mark for 

ballot card or electronic voting 
systems. 13-5-4·6. 

Voter's knowing removal, 13·14-3.13. 
Voter's reckless removal. 13·14-3·12. 

Number of ballots required. 
Detennination, §3·11·4·10. 

Opening, §§3·14·2·23, 3·14-4·8. 
Ballot packages, §3·11-ll·3. 

Order of placement of local judicial 
retention questions and 
nonpartisan orficell, etc., §3·11·2·14. 

Order of placement of offices, §3·11·2·12. 
Alteration, ~3·11-2-12.5. 

Order of placement of state judicial 
retention questions and ratification 
of state constitutional amendments, 
13·11·2-13. 

Packages. 
Opening, §3·11·11-3. 

Paper ballots. 
Absentee voting. 

Counting ballotll at a central location, 
§§3·11.5·5·1 to 3·11.5·5·29. 

See ABSENTEE VOTING. 
County board may designate use, 

§3·11·11·1.l. 
Initialing by poll clerks and assistant poll 

clerks, §3·6·6·32. 
Paper quality. i3-11·2·3. 
Parties. 

Devices, §§3·11·2-5, 3·11·2·9. 
Placement of party name, 13·11·2·10. 

Paster. 
Defined, 13·5·2·35. 

Pencils. 
Delivery, §3·n·Il·G. 
Possession outside polis, 13·14·3·13. 

BALLOTS-Cont'd 
Pencll&-Cont'd 

Removal from polls, 13·14-3·12. 
Return by voters, 13·11-11·13. 

Person. voting before absentee voting 
board. 

See ABSENTEE VOTING. 
Placement of retained blank ballot., 

§3.11·3·32. 
Possession outllide polls, §3·14·3·13. 
Precinct election boards. 

Counting of ballots. See within this 
heading, "(;()unting ofballota." 

Preparation. 
Judicial retention questions. 

Preparation by state election board, 
13·11·2·1. 

Local elections. 
County election board, §3·11·2·2. 

State and federlll offices. 
Preparation by state election board, 

13.11·2·1. 
Presidential und vice. presidential 

election •. 
Certified list of candidaws. 

Ballot preparation, 13-8-3·8. 
Devices, titla and names of nominees. 

Order on ballot, 13·10-4-3. 
Infonnation to be placed on ballot, ballot 

card or ballot label, §3·10-4·2. 
Names of nominccs to appear on ballot, 

f3·10-4·1. 
Order of nominees, 13·10-4·2. 
Preparation by state election board, 

§3·11·2·1. 
Request for ballot placement, §3·8·3·1, 

Primary elections. 
Alphabetical and numerical listing of 

candidates, §3.10·1-18. 
Ballot cards. 

Mutilated and unvoted hallota. 
Sealing and bagging. §3·10·1-30. 

Use of ballot card voting system, 
13·10·1·23. 

Voting with, U3·]0-1·23. 3-10-1·25, 
3·10·1·28.5. 

Billiot labels. 
Color, f3·10·1·17. 

Candidates limited to one party, 
§!l·10·\·15. 

Color, §3·\o·1·13. 
County to furnish, §3·10·1·12. 
Delivery to inspector, §3·10·l·26. 
Deposit in ballot boxes. §3·10·1·26. 
Distribution, 13·10·1·25. 
Folding, 13·10·1.26. 
Fonns,13·!0-1·19. 
Grouping of candidllte!!, U3·IO-I·H. 

3·10-1·15. 
Marking, 13·10·1·25. 
Mutilated and unvoted ballots. 

Sealing Dnd bagging, §3·10·1·30. 
NicknamclI, §3·10·I-t4. 
Number of ballots, §3·10·1·12. 
Onc tickt)t per party, §3·\o·1-13. 
Order of OmC\~a und public questions, 

§3·10·1·19. 
Altemtion, 13·10·1·19.5. 

Paper, 13·10·1·13. 
Party device or designation, §3·1O·1-17. 
Random listing of candidate!!, 13·10·1·18. 
Rotation of candidate!!' names. §3·10-1·20. 
Sample ballot, 13·10·1-21. 
Sealing and bagging, i3-10-1·30. 

Delivery to cin:uit court clerk, 
§3-10-1·31, 

Retention, 13·10·1-31. 
Separate ticket for each party, §3·\o·1·15. 
Stlla of ballots required, §3-IO·I·20. 
Sire, §3·1O·1·13. 
Titles prohibited, f3·IO-I·14. 
Voting machines, ballot card lind electric 

voting systems. 
Supplementation by pllper ballots, 

13·10-1·23. 
UfIIl.63.11.13-3. 

Printing. 
State paper ballotll, §3·11-3·2. 
Unlawful acla by printers, §3·14-3·14. 

Public questions. 
Appearance on ballot, 13·10-3·2. 
Fonn. §3.11.2·15. 
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Receipt or delivery of ballot by 

unauthorized persons. §3-14-2.16. 
ReckJess removal from polls, §3·14·3-12. 
Records of ballots printed, delivered and 

destroyed, §3·11-3·32. 
Retention. 

Placement of retained blank ballot, 
§3·11-3·32. 

Sample ballots, H3·1I·3·25, 3-ll·11·lo5. 
Ballot card voting systems. 

See BALLOT CARD VOTING 
SYSTEMS. 

Delivery, 13·11-11-1.6. 
Display, §3·11·1I·1.7. 
Distribution, §3·II·II-1.7. 
Electronic voting systems. 

See ELECTRONIC VOTING 
SYSTEMS. 

Posting, §3_11·11·1.9. 
Verification, §3·11-11-1.9. 

Sealed ballots. 
Violating or de!:ltroying, §3·14·2·26. 

Seals, 13·11·3·4. 
Secrecy. 

Violation of secrecy of voting, 13_14·3_11. 
Size, 13·11·2-3. 
Special messengers. 

Compensation, 13·11-3·9. 
Local ballots, 13·11-3-14. 

Delivery, 13·11·3·7. 
Local ballots, §3·1I-3.13. 
Oath, f3·11-3·8. 

Statement concerning falsifying baUot or 
violating election laws, 13·11-2·7. 

State paper ballots. 
Distribution, 13·11·3·2. 
Pick up by circuit court clerk, §3·11-3·6. 
Printing, 13·11-3·2. 

Straight party ticket. 
Instructions concerning, §3-11-2·10. 
Voting. 

Marking ballots, f3·11·11·10. 
Stufrmg, §3·14·2·26. 
Substituting ballots, 13-14·2·24. 
Town elections. 

See MUNICIPALITIES. 
UnJawfuJ application for ballot, 

13·14·2-16. 
Viewing another's ballot, §3-14·2·16. 
Voting by ballot. 

Straight party ticket, 13·11·2·10. 
Voting machines. 

See VOTING MACHINES. 
Voting mark. 

Defined,13-5·2-51. 
Write·in ballots. 

Absentee ballot. 
Write·in absentee ballots for federal 

office, 13·12·2·7.5. 
Marking, 13·11·11·7. 

BONA FIDE POUTICAL PARTY. 
Dermed, 13_5·2·5.5. 

BONDS, SURETY. 
Prosecuting attorneys, §5·4·1·20. 
Public officers and employees. 

Blanket bonds, §54·1·15.i. 
Failure to give bond, §54·1·9. 
Individual or blanket bond for state 

employees, 15·4·1·15.1. 
Secretary of state. 

Where official bond filed, 15-4·1·6. 
Solid waste. 

Controller. 
Solid waste rnanngement districts, 

15-4·1·18. 

BOUNDARIES. 
Precincts. 

See PRECINCTS. 

BOXES. 
Ballot card voting systems. 

See BALLOT CARD VOTING SYSTEMS. 

BRIBERY. 
Disqualification from office, t3·8·1·5; 

Const. Ind., Art. 2, 16. 

BUDGETS. 
County election boards. 

Preparation and submission of estimate, 
f3·6·5·16. 

INDEX 

BUDGETS-Cont'd 
State election board. 

Biennial budget estimates, §3·64·24. 

c 

CANDIDATES. 
Appoinbnents pro tempore to local 

offices. 
Complianc~ with requirements, §3·8·1·5.7. 

BaUots. 
Listing on general and municipal election 

ballots, 13·8·7·25. 
Order of party candidates, §3-11·2·6. 
Placement of party's candidates, 

§3·1I·2·1O. 
Request fOT placing on ballot, i3·8·a·1. 
Vacancy after ballots are printed, 

§3·11·3-29. 
Pasters. 

Application of pusters to ballots, 
§3·11·3-30. 

Names of deceased candidates, 
13·11-3·29.5. 

Only board and board chainnan to 
supply and receive ballot 
pastel'll, §3·1I·3·29. 

Bribery. 
Disqualilication from office, f3·8-1·5; 

Const. Ind., Art. 2, t6. 
Certification of nominees. 

See CERTIFICATION OF 
NOMINATION. 

ChaUenges by county political party 
chairmen, §3·8·}·2. 

Committees. 
See COMMI1TEES. 

Contributions and ellpcnscs. 
See POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND 

EXPENSES. 
Conventions. 

State conventions. 
See STATE CONVENTIONS. 

Declaration of candidacy. 
False declarations, §3·14.1.1. 
Fraudulently defacing or destroying, 

§3-14-1·1. 
Primary elections. 

See PRIMARY ELECTIONS. 
Defined. §3-5·2·6. 
Economic interest statements. 

Filing, §3·8-1-33. 
Felonies. 

Disqualification for convictions, 13·8-1-5. 
Independent candidates. 

Definition of "independent," 13·5·2-26.6. 
Lucrative offices. 

Holding of multiple lucrative offices 
prohibited, §3·8·1-3. 

Multiple listing of candidate on ballot, 
§3·8-7.19. 

Nomination. 
Candidates nominated by multiple 

purties, §3·8·7·2L 
Certification of nominution. 

See CERTIFICATION OF 
NOMINATION. 

Constitution of the United States. 
Constitutional convention. 

Delegates to constitutional 
convention. 

See CONSTITUTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 

Multiple parties. 
Election of party by candidate, 

13-8-7·21. 
Election of party by secretary of state 

or circuit court clerk, 13-8·7·22. 
Placement on list of nominees, 

§3·8·7·23. 
Petition for nomination. 

Applicability of chapter. 13·8·6·1. 
Candidate eligibility requirement3, 

§3·8·6-14. 
Candidate's authorization, §3·8·6·14. 
Candidutes nominuted by both 

convention and petition, 
§3·8·7·20. 

Certain petition nominees treated as 
convention nominees, 13·8·7·27. 

Certification, 13·8·6-8. 

CANDIDATES-Cont'd 
Nomination-Cont'd 

Petition for nominntion-Cont'd 
Contents, 13-8·6-5. 
Filing, §3-8-6-1O. 

Census year, 13·8-6-10. 
Certain towns, §3-8-6-11. 
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Officer to be filed with, §3-8-6·12. 
Multiple candidates, §3-8-7·18. 
Number of voter signatures required. 

§3·8-6-3. 
Persons qualified to make nomination 

by petition, §3·8·6-2. 
Political subdivision of candidate, 

§3-8·6-4. 
Preservation following election, 

§3·8-7·24. 
Removal of ineligible candidate from 

ballot, i3·8·6·16. 
Retention following elections, 

§3-8-5·15. 
Signatures, §3-8·6-7. 

Number required, §3·8-6·3. 
Signature pagca, 13-8-6-6. 

Special elections, 13·8-6-13. 
Submission for certification, 13-8-6-10. 
Withdrawal, §3-8-6-13.5. 

Withdrawal of nominee, 13-8-7·28. 
Nominees. 

Defined, §3-5-2-33. 
Persons defeated in primary or at 

convention. 
Ineligibility, 13·8-1-5.5. 

Petition. 
Nomination. See within this heading, 

RNomination." 
Political contributions and expenses. 

See POUTICAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
EXPENSES. 

Presidential candidates. 
Certified list of candidates. 

Ballot preparation, §3·8·3-8. 
Transmittal to circuit court clerk, 

§3-8·3·8. 
Challenges. 

List of questioned candidates, 13·8-3·6. 
Referral and detennination of 

questions, 13-8-3-7. 
Filing of candidacy prior to primary, 

§3-8-3-1. 
Primary elections. 

Certification of election results, 
§3·8-3·10. 

Returns, §3-8-3·9. 
Public list of candidates, 13-8-3·6. 
Qualifications, §3-8·1-6. 
Voters' petition. 

Certification, 13-8-3-3. 
Contents, §3-8·3-2. 
Deadline for receipt by secretary of 

state, §3·8-3-5. 
Filing period, §3·8·3·4. 
Number of signatures required, 

§3·8-3·2. 
Voters' petition. See within this heading, 

"Presidential candidates." 
Primary elections. 

Declaration of candidacy. 
Generally. 

See PRIMARY ELECTIONS. 
Number of votes per office, 13·10·1·16. 
Selection, §3-10-1-4. 

Public moneys. 
Accounting for and paying over of public 

funds, §3-8·1-4. 
Qualifications. 

Appointments pro tempore to local offices. 
Compliance with requirements, 

13-8-1-5.7. 
Attorney general, §3_8_1·1O. 
Challenges by county political party 

chainnen, §3-8·1-2. 
Circuit court clerks, §3·8-1·19.5. 
Circuit court judge, §3-8·1-16. 
City clerk, §3·8-1·28. 
City clerk·treasurer, §3·8·1·28. 
City-county council memben, 13·8·1·25. 
Clerk of the supreme court, 13·8-1·11.5. 
Common council memben. 

Second and third class cities, §3·8-1·27. 
County assessor, 13·8·1-23. 
County auditor, §3-8-1·20. 
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CANDIDATES-Cont'd 
Quallftcationtt-Cont'd 

County commissioner, §3·B-l·21. 
County coroner, 13-8·1·20. 
County council membel"l, 13·8·1·22. 
County court judges, 13_8-1_18. 
County recorder, §3..8.1·20. 
County sheriff. fa.a.I-20. 
County IlUfVeyOrB, 13-8·1·20. 
County treasurer, 13-8-1·20. 
Governor, 13·8-1·9. 
Ineligibility. 

Persons defeated in primary or at 
convention, f3.8.1-5.5. 

Judga of city court, f3-8-1-28.5. 
Lieutenant governor, la·8-1·9. 
Mayor. 

First class city, 13-8-1·24. 
Second and third class cities, 13·8-1·26. 

Pre8ident and vice'president, 13-8-1-6. 
Probate CQurt judges, 13-8·1-17. 
Prosecuting attorneys, 13-8-1-19. 
Rcaidency requircmcntll, f3-8-1-1. 

Judge of certain cities and towns, 
13-8-1-1.5. 

Judge of city court, 13·8-1-28.5. 
School board office, 13-8-1-34. 
Small claims court. 

Constable, 13-8-1-31. 
Judge, 13·8-1-30. 

State representative, 13·8·1.14. 
State senator, 13-8-1·13, 
Superintendent of public instruction, 

13-8-1-10.5. 
Superior court judges, f3·8-1·17. 
Town council members, 13-8-1-29. 
United States representatiye, 13-8-I-B. 
United States senator, f3·8·1.7. 

Reruml to accept nomination, f3-B-7-17. 
Regilltrlltion recOrdll, 

Check of, §3-8-I·t. 
Removal of ineUglblo candidate from 

blttlo!. §3-8·7·29. 
ae.ldency requiremcnt5, f3·B·l·1. 

"Before the election" defined, 13-8-1·1.7. 
Judge of city court, 13·8-1·28.5, 
Judges of certain cities and towns, 

13-8-1-1.5. 
Rllwards. 

Disqualification for using rewards, 
13-8-1-5. 

Slate •. 
False or fmudulent slates, 13-14-1-2. 

Special electioIUt. 
Nomination, f3-10-8-5. 

State conventions, 
See CONVENTIONS. 

Threats. 
Disqualification for using threats, 

13-8-1-5. 
Town eonventionll. 

See CONVENTIONS. 
Uncontested nominations, 13·10-6-4. 
Unendorsed atntement5 concerning 

candidates, 13-14-1-3. 
Watchers, 

See WATCHERS. 
Withdrawal. 

Counting of ballots. 
Vote for party ticket considered Yote 

for successor nominee, 13-12-1-15. 
Vote for withdruwn candidate not yote 

for SUCCCS80r, 13-12-1-14. 
Write_In candidate •. 

See WRITE-IN CANDIDATES. 

CANVASSING VOTES, 
Ballot card voting system •• 

Inspection of voting machine countelll. 
See BALLOT CARD VOTING 

SYSTEMS. 
Canvaaa .heet5, election certificates, etc. 

Disposition following vote tabulation, 
13-12-4-13, 

Certificates, polllista and tally sheets. 
Examination, f3-12·4·B. 
Substantial compliance with fonn 

sufficient, §3-12-4·15. 
Certification of election, §3-12-4-9. 

Constitution of the United States. 
Constitutional convention. 

Delegates to constitutional 
convention, 13·10-5-3. 

INDEX 

CANVASSING VOTES--Cont'd 
Certification of election-Cont'd 

Statement, 13-12-4·9, 
Copies, §3·12·4-10. 
Delivery to county political party 

chainnan, 13-12-4·12. 
Signing by county canvassing board 

members, 13·12-4·11. 
Constitution of the United States. 

Constitutional convention. 
Delegates to constitutional convention, 

f3·10-5·3. 
Contellted elections, 13_12_4_22. 
County election boards, §3-12-4-1. 

Certification of election, U3-12-4·9 to 
3-12-4-12. See within this heading, 
"Certification of election." 

Clerical assistanta. 
Compensation, 13-12-4--5. 
Employment, 13·12-4-4. 

Compensation of members, 13-12-4·3. 
Disputes between memben. 

Detennination, 13·12·4·17. 
Submission to circuit court judge, 

13-12-4·16. 
Meeting room, U3-12-4-6, 3_12-4_7. 
Tie votes. 

Duties of board, ~3_12-4·14. 
Electronic voting sYlltemll. 

See ELECTRONIC VOTING 
SYSTEMS, 

Meeting room of county election board, 
U3·12-4-6,3-12·4·7. 

Prellidential and vice_prellidential 
elections, 13·10-4-4. 

Primary election. 
See PRIMARY ELECTIONS. 

Tabulation of election returIlll, 13-12-4·B. 
Tally papers, 13-12-4-23. 
Voting machines. 

Counting of votell. 
See VOTING MACHINES. 

Write-in teams, 
Appointment, §3-12-4-4. 

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT, 
Ag •. 

Minimum age upon commission of crime, 
f35-50-2-3. 

Death sentence, 135·50·2-9. 

CENSUS. 
Municipalities. 

Dissolution of towns. 
Not effective during year preceding 

federul decennial census, 
§36-5-1·18. 

Incorporation of towns. 
Ordinance of incorporation. 

Not effective during year preceding 
federal decennial census, 
§36-5-I-IO.L 

CENTRAL COMMITIEES. 
See PARTIES. 

CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION. 
CanvallBing vote •. 

Certification of election. 
See CANVASSING VOTES. 

Circuit court elerkll, 
Circuit court judges, f3·12·5-6. 
Federal, state and legislative offieen, 

§3·12--5·6. 
Governor and lieutenant governor, 

§3·12-5--5. 
Officers commissioned by governor, 

§3_12_5_L 
Officers not commissioned by governor, 

§3-12-5·2. 
Prose<:uting attorneys, 13·12-5-6. 
School boards. 

Officelll not commiasioned by governor, 
13_12-5_2. 

State legislative offices, 13-12-5-11. 
Unopposed local office candidates, 

f3-12-5-3. 
Commisllionll. 

Mailing, §3-12-5-8. 
Defects in election returns, §3-12 ... ')·4. 
Errors in vote count certifications, 

Correction. 
Issuing official, §3·12-5-14. 
Voter's civil Buit to correct, §3·12·5·15. 

CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION-Cont'd 
Errors in vote count certifications 

-Cont'd 
Period for discovery and correetion, 

§3-12-5·16. 
Recounts. 

Iasuance of certificate, §3-12-6·32. 
Secretary of state. 

Accepting and counting circuit court 
clerk's certification, §3-12-5-13. 

Certain state offices, 13-12-5-7. 
Circuit court judges, §3-12-5-7. 
Presidential electolll, 13·12·5-7. 
Prosecuting attorneys, §3-12-5-7. 
United States senators and 

representatives, 13-12-5-9. 
State legislative offices. 

Circuit court clerk's vote count 
certification, 13-12-5-11. 

Secretary of state's certificate, §3·12-5-12. 
Tie votes. 

Certification to governor, §3-12-5·12. 
United States IICnators and 

reprcllCntatives, §3-12-5-10. 
Secretary of state certification to 

governor, 13-12--5-9. 

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION. 
Candidate eligibility requircmentA, 

§3·8-7-13. 
Candidates nominated by both 

eonvention and petition, f3·8-7-20. 
Containing multiple candidates, 13-8-7-18. 
Contents, 13·8-7-10. 
County and municipal nomineell, 63·8-7-4. 
Election of party by candidate, §3·8·7·21. 
Election of party by secretary of state or 

circuit court clerk, §3-8-7·22. 
Errore, 13-8-7-3. 
False certificate, §3-14-1-1. 
Filing. 

Official with whom filed, §3·8·7·12. 
Time for filing, §3-8-7-14. 

Placement on list of nominees, 13-8-7-23. 
Preservation following election, 63_8_7·24. 

Fraudulently defacing or destroying, 
§3-14-1-1. 

Governor, 13-8-7-9. 
wI. 

Certified list of state-wide candidates, 
§3-8-7-16, 

Local candidllte& nominated, §3·B·7·5. 
Local, state and federal candidates 

nominated, 63-8-7-6. 
State convention delegates elected in 

primary elections, §§3-8-7-5, 3-8·7·6. 
Listing of candidates on genemlllnd 

municipal election ballots, §3-8-7·25. 
Municipal nominees, §3·8·7·4. 
Nominees selected, §3-8-7-8, 
Political party emblem, §3-8-7·11. 
Presidentialllnd vice_prellidential 

elections, 13-10-4-5. 
Successor nominees, §3-10-4-6. 

Primary election winner deemed 
nominee, 13-8·7·1. 

Primary resultA for federal, state and 
multiple county offices, §3_8_7_2. 

ReCusal to accept nomination, §3·S·7-17. 
Special elections, §3-8·7·15. 
State conventions. 

Nomint'es selected at state conventions, 
§3·8·7-8. 

United State. senator, 13-8-7·9. 

CHALLENGE OF VOTERS. 
Absentee voters. 

Detennination, §3·11-1O-21. 
Evidenct), §:I·II-10·22. 
Grounds, §3-11-1O·21. 
Procedure, 13·11·10·22. 

Affidavits. 
Challenger's affidavit, §3·U-8-20. 

Fonn, f3·11-8-21. 
Voter's affidavit, §3-11-8-23. 

Precinct election board members, 
§3-11-8-27. 

Registration of voterll, 
Generally. 

See REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. 
Voting by challenged voten, §3_11·8·22. 

CHALLENGERS. 
Absentee votin", §3-6-7·3. 



CHALLENGERS--Cont'd 
Age qualifications, §3-6-7·1. 
Announcement of absentee ballot to, 

§3·11·10·20. 
Appointment, §3-6·7·1. 

Candidates ineligible for, 13·6·7-1.5. 
Compensation, §3·6·7-4. 
Identification card. 

Production may be required, §3-6.7·2. 
Number. 

Only one challenger to be present at 
pollll, §3-6-7·1. 

Right to stand next to chute, 13-6·7·2. 

CHANGE OF NAME OF PARTIES. 
See PARTIES. 

CHUTE. 
Defined, §3-5·2·IO. 

CIRCUIT COURTS. 
Clerks of court. 

Candidates for office. 
Qualifications, §3_8·1·19.5. 

Certificates of election. 
See CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION. 

Court clerks. 
Voter records. 

Duty to obtain information. 
§3-7-7.5·12. 

Judges. 
Election years, 13_10·2·11. 
Qualifications, §3-8-1-16. 

Performance of duties on day office 
closed, §3·5-4·1.5. 

Recounting the vote. 
Election years, §3·10·2-13. 
See RECOUNTS. 

Registration of voters. 
Authority to execute affidavits and form 

and take acknowledgments, 
13·7·2-17. 

Compensation, 13-7·2·10. 
Countiell without boards of registration. 

Clerk as ex officio registration officer. 
§3·7·2·1. 

State election board. 
Instructional meeting for clerks, 

§3-6-4-15. 
Statewide voter registration nIe. 

See REGiSfRATION OF VOTERS. 
Write·in candidates. 

Certification to circuit court clerk. 
§3-8·7·~JO. 

CITY. 
Consolidated city. 

Defined. §3-5-2·12. 
Defined, §3·5·2-11. 

CITY AND TOWN COURTS. 
Judges. 

Candidates. 
Qualifications in certain cities, 

§3·8-1·28.5. 

CITY COMMITTEES. 
Composition, 13-6·1·5. 
Establishment, 13·6-1-1. 

CIVIL PROCEDURE. 
Infractions. 

Detention of suspect, §34·4·32·2. 
Refusal of detainee to provide identity, 

§34-4-32-3. 
Proceedings to enforce infractions, 

134-4-32-1. 
Traffic violations. 

Bureau, §34-4-32-5. 
Moving traffic violations, 

§§34·4_32_1.3,34_4·32·1.5. 
Judgments, §34·4·32-4. 
Payments, §34·4·32.5. 

Ordinances, 
Enforcement proceedings, §34·4-32·1. 

Traffic violations. 
Bureau. §34-4·32·5. 
Moving traffic violationll, 

H34-4-32·1.3,34-4·32-1.5. 

Summons. 

Judgments, §34-4·32·4. 
Payments, §34·4·32·5. 

Detention of suspect, §34·4·32·2. 
Proceedings to enforce ordinances, 

§34-4-32-1. 

INDEX 

CIVIL PROCEDURE-Cont'd 
Summons-Cont'd 

Detention of suspect.--Cont'd 
Refusal of detainee to provide identity, 

§34-4·32·3. 
Infractions. 

COMBINED COUNTY ELECTION 
BOARD AND BOARD OF 
REGISTRATION. 

Applicability of chapter, §3·6·5.2·1. 
Chief and assistant chief deputy, 13·6-5.2·7. 
Compensation of members, ~3·6·5.2·5. 
nermltions, 13-6·5.2·2. 
Establishment, §3·6-5.2·3. 
Members, 13·6·5.2·4. 

Compensation, §3·6·5.2·5. 
Salaries, §3·6·5.2·4. 

Chief and assistant chief deputy, 
§3-6-5.2· 7. 

Name, §3·6-5.2·3. 
Powers and duties, §3-6-5,2-6. 

COMMISSIONS. 
Recounts. 

Generally. 
See RECOUNTS. 

COMMITIEES. 
Acceptance of contributions. 

Chairman or treasurer authorization, 
§3·9·1-2. 

Applicability of chapter, f3·9·1-1. 
Auxiliary party organizations, 13·9·7-1. 
Candidate's committee. 

Candidate as committee officer, 13·9·1-7. 
Candidate as ex officio member, §3.9·1-8. 
Defined, t3·5·2-7. 

Chairman, 
Removal and replacement, §3·9·1·19. 
Required, §3·9·1-2. 

City committees, 
Compo!!ition, §3-6·1·5. 
Establishment, §3-6-1-1. 

Contributions. 
Solicitation and receipt of by 

committeemen other than treasurer, 
§3·9·1·25. 

Applicability of treasurer's 
requirements, obligations and 
penalties, §3·9·1-26. 

County committees. 
Composition. §3-6·1-4. 
Filling of vacancies, §3·6·1-11. 
List of members, §3·6·1-11. 

Disbanding, 13-9-1·12. 
Disbursements. 

Subject to committee's authority, §3·9-1·21. 
Vouchers, *3-9·1·22. 

Expcnditures. 
Chairman or treasurer authorization, 

§3·9·1-2. 
Funds. 

Collection. §3-9·1-20. 
Disbuf8ement, §3·9·1·20. 
Solicitation and receipt by CQmmitteemen 

other than treasurer, §3·9·1·25. 
Applicability of treasurer's 

requirements, obligations and 
penalties, §3-9·1·26 

Organization. 
Statement. 

Changes, §3·9-1-1O. 
Contents, 13-9·1-4. 
Filing. §3·9·1·3. 

Party committees generally. 
See PARTIES. 

Political contributions and expenses. 
See POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND 

EXPENSES. 
Principal committee. 

Designation by candidate, §3·9·1-5. 
Name, §3·9·1-5. 

~'ailure of candidate to designate. 
§3·9-1·6. 

Officer'll, §3-9·1·5. 
Failure of candidate to designate, 

f3·9·1·6. 
Treasurers. 

Account, §3·9-1·23. 
Appointment, §§3-9·1·13, 3·9·1·14. 

Filing, §3·9·1·15. 
Bills, rE'Ceipts, etc. 

Obtaining and keeping, §3·9·1·24. 

COMMITTEES--Cont'd 
Treasuren-Cont'd 

Designation, §3-9-1·}4. 
Filing. §3-9·1·15. 
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Disbursements subject to committee's 
authority, §3·9·1-21. 

Expenses. §3·9·1·21. 
Handling of committee funds required, 

§3·9·1·20. 
Qualifications, §3_9·1·13. 
Removal and replacement, §3·9·1-19. 
Required,13·9·1·2. 
Service on multiple committees, 13·9·1-18. 
Solicitation and receipt of contributions 

by other than treasurer, §3·9·1·25. 

COMPENSATION. 
County election boards, §3-6-5.2·5. 

CONFIDENTIALITY OF 
INFORMATION. 

Absentee voting. 
Counting ballots at a central location. 

Ballots cast on ballot cards, 
§3·11.5·6·32. 

Paper ballots. §3·11.5·5-29. 
Unlawful disclosure of information. 

Penalties, §3·i4·4·1O. 
Registration of voters. 

List of registered voters. 
Disclosure and use of information in, 

§3·7·7-1O.5. 
Statewide voter registration file. 

Disclosure of information, §3·7·7.5·7. 

CONFLICT OF LAWS. 
Absentee ballots. 

Counting at a central location, 
§3·11.5·1·4. 

CONGRESS. 
House of representatives. 

Election years for United States 
repreflentatives, §3-10·2-5. 

Senate. 
Election years for United States senators, 

§3·10·2·4. 
Spedal eJections. 

Vacancy in offIce of United Statea 
senator, §3·1O-8·7. 

Vacancy in office of United States 
senator. 

Special election, §3-10-8-7. 
Special elections, 

Vacancy in office of United States 
senator, §3-10_8·7. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. 
Delegates to constitutional convention. 

See CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

CONSTITUTION OF INDIANA, 
Amendments. 

Proposed state constitutional 
amendments. 

Certification, §3-10-3·1. 
Marking and counting votes, §3·10·3·9. 
Notice, §3·10·3·1. 

Arrest. 
Electors free from arrest, Const. Ind., Art. 

2, §12. 
Bribery, 

Disqualification for office, Const. Ind., 
Art. 2. §6. 

Disfranchisement, Const. Ind" Art. 2, §8. 
Free and equal. Consl. ind., Art. 2, U. 
General assembly. 

Disenfranchisement. 
Power of general assembly, Const. Ind., 

Art. 2, §8. 
Judges, Const. Ind., Art. 2, §l4. 
Lucrative offices. 

Holding IllI disqualification tor seat in 
general assembly, Const. Ind., Art, 
2, §9. 

Method of election. Consl. Ind., Art. 2, §I3. 
Pro tempore appointments, Const. Ind., 

Art. 2. §II. 
Public moneys. 

Defaulters not eligible for office, Const. 
Ind .• Art. 2, §IO. 

Qualifications of electors, Const. Ind., Art. 
2, §2. 
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CONSTIT1JI'ION OF INDIANA-Cont'd 
Registration of votera, Canst. Ind., Art. 2, 

ft4. 
General assembly to provide for, Const. 

Ind., Art. 2, U4. 
Residence. Canst. Ind., Art. 2, 14. 

Qualiflcations of electors, Const. Ind., Art. 
2, f2. 

Soldiers and sailol"l, Const. Ind., Art. 2, 
13. 

Soldien and sailo .... 
No right to vote as result of being 

stationed in state, Const. Ind., Art. 
2, f3. 

Time of elections, Conat. Ind., Art. 2, §l4. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

Amendment&. 
Proposed amendmentl. 

Constitutional convention. 
Generally, UJ..IO·5·1 to 3-10·5030. 

See within this heading, 
~Constitutional convention.~ 

Constitutional convention, "3·10-5-1 to 
3.10-5-30. 

Aa:oniing to congressional mandate, 
t3-10-5,.sO. 

Call, '3-10-5-26. 
Certification of ratification, 13·10-5·29. 
Delegates to constitutional convention. 

BallotB, §3.10-5-17. 
Block voting, f3·10·5·18. 
Voter's mark, f3·10·5·21. 
Write·in delegates, la·l(}.5.18. 

Candidates. 
Alternating listing, 13-10-5·20. 

Canvll88ing, 13-10·5-3. 
Certification of convention delegates. 

13-10-5.23. 
Nominees, 13·10·5_16. 

Certification of election, §3·10-5-3. 
Conduct of election, 13·10·5-3. 

County election board, 13·10-5 .... 
Date of election, 13·10-5-1. 
Nominations, 13-10-5·7. 

Objectionll to circuit court clerk's 
decisions, 13-10-5-15. 

Selection of convention delegate 
nominees, 13-10-5·14. 

Number of delegates, 13-10-5·5. 
Petitions for nomination, 13-10·5·7. 

Candidate's declaration for or 
against ratificotion, 13·10-5·9. 

Candidate's information, 13·10-5-9. 
Filing, 13·10-5-13. 
Inconsistent candidates prohibited, 

13-10-5·11. 
Inconsistent voter aignatures 

prohibited. 13·10·5·12. 
Number of candidates, f3·10-5·8. 
Political affiliation prohibited, 

13-1().5·10. 
Preservation, f3·10-5-13. 
Public inspection, 13-10-5-13. 
Signatures required, 13·10-5-8. 

Qualifications of delegates, 13_10-5·6. 
Selection. 

Plurality vote, 13·10-5·22. 
Time of election, 13·10-0'1. 

Filling vacancies, 13·10·5·24. 
Votet'll. 

Qualifications. 13·10-5-2. 
Election of office"", 13·10-5-27. 
Journal ofproc:efl!.inp, 13-10-5-28. 
Judging delegatee' qualifications. 

13·10·5-27. 
Location, 13·10·5-25. 
Oaths, 13-10-5-26. 
Quorum, 13-10-5-25. 
Rules, 13-10-5-27. 
Time, 13-10-5-25. 

Proposed amendment&. 
Constitutional convention. 

Generally, U3-10-5-1 to 3-10-5_30. See 
within thi~ heading, 
"Constitutional convention." 

CONTESTS. 
Canvnuing vote, 13-12"'-22. 
Conduct of contest, 13-12-11_17. 
Contestee_ 

Defined,13-5-2-13. 

INDEX 

CONTES'I'S-Cont'd 
ContetJtor. 

Defined, §3-5-2-14. 
Costa. 

Local or school board offices. 
Permi88ible and impermi88ible contest 

costs, 13-12-8-22. 
Final determination ot eligibility ot 

candidate tor office. 13-12-11-18. 
Certification of eligible candidate, 

13-12_11_25. 
Hearings, 13-12-11-17. 
Locnl or scbool board. offices_ 

Answer, counterclaim, etc., of candidate", 
§3-12_8_11. 

Answer of contestee, 13-12-8-10. ""' ... 
Permi88ible and impermi88ible contest 

costs, 13-12-8-22. 
Grounds for contest, 13_12-8_2. 
Person" entitled to contests, 13-12-8-1. 
Special election, 13-12-8-17. 
Summoning contestee and candidates to 

answer petition, f3-12-8-8. 
Service of summons, §3-12-8_9. 

Trial of contest. 
Appeals, f3-12-8-19. 
Certification of results. 13-12-8-18. 
Detennination.13_12_8-17. 
Disqualification of judge, §3-12-8-2O. 
Finality, 13-12-8-19. 
Filting date, 13-12-8-16. 
Hearings, 13-12-8_17. 
Location, 13-12-8-15. 
Notice. 13-12-8-16. 
Special judge. 13-12-8-20. 

Vacation of office, 13-12-8-21. 
Verified petition of contest. 

Consolidation of petitions. 
Petitions which may not be 

conlllllidated, 13-12-8-5. 
Contents, 13-12-8-6. 
Filing, 13_12_8_5. 

Ordering contest. 13-12_11_12. 
Notice to opposing candidate, 13-12-11-15. 

Petition for conteata. 
Contents, 13-12-11-3. 
Failure to emu-petition or answer, 

13-12_11_5. 
Filing, §3-12_11_2. 
Granting, 13-12-11-12. 
Notice to opposing candidate, §3-12-11-9. 
Required. 13-12-11-2. 
Time, 13-12-11-2. 

Recount commlaalon_ 
See RECOUNTS. 

Spccinl elections, 13-12-11-18. 
Elections ordered under contest 

provisions, 13-10-8-8. 
Local or school board offices, §3_12_8_17. 

Tie vote. f3-12-9-6. 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 
See PQUTICAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND 

EXPENSES. 

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES. 
Felonies. . 

Habitual controlled substance olTende"". 
Sentencing. 135-50_2_10. 

Habitual controlled substance offcndcl'8. 
Sentencing, 135-50-2-10. 

Sentencing. 
Habitual controlled substance olTendet'll, 

135-SO-2-10. 

CONVENTIONS. 
Constitution of the United States. 

Constitutional convention. 
Generally. 113-10-5_1 to 3-10-5_30. 

See CONSTITUTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 

Defined,13-5-2-16. 
Delegates to constitutional convention. 

See CONSTITUTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 

Delegate to state convention. See 
within this heading, "State 
conventions." 

National conventions. 
Delegates and alternates, §3-8-3-11. 
First ballot voting, 13-8-3-11. 

Stote conventions_ 
Applicability of chapter, f3-8"'-1. 

CONVENTIONS-Cont'd 
Stote convention-COnt'd 

Candidates. 
Procedure for nominating, f3-8"'-7. 

Candidates for senator and governor, 
f3-8"'-10. 

Candidates nominated by both convention 
and petition, 13-8-7-20. 

Delegates. 
Apportionment, '3-8-4-3. 
List of delegates elected. 13-8-4-5. 
Qualifications, f3-8-1-32. 
Vacancies in officc, '3-8 ... -4. 

Delegates and alternates to national 
convention. f3-8-3-11. 

Procedure for electing, 13-8 ... -7. 
Inspectol'll and poll derks. 

Appointment, 13-8-4-9. 
Nomination of candidate, 13-8 ... -2. 
Notification of presidential primary 

election results, 13-8-4-6. 
Poll watc:het'll. 13-8"'-9. 
Primary elections. 

Delegates to be IICllected. 13-10-' .... 
Required, f3-8"'-2. 
Rules. 

State committee and convention rules, 
13-8"'-11. 

Voting procedures. 13-8-4-8. 
Town conventions. 

Applicability of chapter, 13-8-6-1. 
Calling. 13-8-5-10. 
Certificate of nomination. 

Acknowledgment, 13-8-5-13. 
Contents, 13-8-5-13. 
Form, f3-8-5-14. 
Issuance, 13-8-5_13. 
Retention follOwing elections. 13-8-6-15. 

Chairman, 13-8-5-12. 
Declaration of candidacy. 13-8-5-10.5. 
Location, 13-8-5-10. 
Municipal elections. 

When convention not required. 
13-8-5-14.3. 

Nominations from the noor, 13-8-6-12. 
Notice, 13-8-5-10. 

Withdrawal by town convention 
nominee, 13-8-5-14.5. 

Persons eligible to vote, 13-8-5-11. 
Purposes. 13-8-5-10. 
Secretary, 13-8-5-12. 
Time. §3-8-5·1O. 
Vote nece88llry to nominate, 13-8-5·12. 
When convention not required, 

13-8-5-14.3. 
Withdrawal of nominee. 

Notice. f3-8-5-14.5. 

CORONERS. 
Qualifications, 13-8-1-20. 

COSTS. 
Impeachment. 

Local office"". 
Malfeasance. 

Accusation, 15-8-1-35. 

COUNTIES. 
ASIle880l'8. 

Qualifications of candidates, 13-8-1.23. 
Auditors, 

Qualifications. §3-8-1-20. 
Board. of county comnUasionel'8. 

General provisions, U36-2-2'" to 36-2-2-5. 
See within this heding, "County 
commiflSionll.~ 

Councils_ 
Fiscal body. 

Qualifications, §36_2_3_5. 
County commissions, U36-2-2_4 to 

36-2-2_5. 
Districts, '36-2·2-4. 

Division of county into districts, 
136-2-2 .... 

Ordinance, 138-2-2 .... 7. 
Territory not included in any 

district, 136-2·2 .... 5. 
Qualifications of candidate for county 

rommi88ioner, §3-8-1-21. 
Qualificotions. 136_2_2_5. 
Residence, 136-2-2_5. 
Resignation, 136-2-2-5. 
Vacancy. 

Declaration, f36-2-2-5. 



COUNTIES--Cont'd 
County surveyors. 

Elections. 
Qualifications, §3-8-1-20. 

Districts. 
Fiscal body. 

County council election districts. 
§§36-2-3-4 to 36-2-3-4.7. 

ElI:ecutive. 
Board of county commissions, §§36-2-24 

to 36-2·2·S. See within this heading, 
~County commissions." 

Fiscal body. 
County council. 

Qualifications, 136-2-3-5. 
Election districts. 

County council election districts, 
136-2-34. 

Ordinance dividing county into, 
§36-2·3·4.7. 

Territory not included in any 
district, §36-2-3-4.5. 

Forfeiture of office. 
Failure to comply with section, 

136-2-3-5. 
Qualifications of candidates for election, 

§3-8-1-22. 
Qualifications to serve, §36-2-3-5. 
Residence requirements for membeIl!, 

§36-2-3·S. 
Legislative districts. 

Division of county into districts, 
§36-34-3. 

Territory not included in district or 
included in more than one 
district, §36-3-4-3.5. 

Offices. 
Vacancies. 

See VACANCIES IN OFFICE. 
Reapportionment. 

Legislative districts, 136-3-4-3. 
Territory not included in district or 

induded in more than one 
district, §36-3-4-3.S. 

Recorders. 
Qualifications of candidate, §3-8-1-20. 

Treasurers. 
Qualifications or candidate, 13-8-1-20. 

COUNTY COMMITTEES. 
Comp08ition, §3-6-1-4. 
Eligibility to vote for officers, §3-6-1·1I.S. 
Filling of vacancies, §3-6-I-ll. 
Ust of members, §3-6-1-11. 

COUNTY COURTS. 
Judges. 

Election years, 13·10-2-11. 
Qualifications, 13-8-1-18. 

COUNTY ELECTION AND 
REGISTRA nON FUND. 

See EXPENSES. 

COUNTY ELECTION BOARDS. 
Appointment, §§3·6-5·2, 3·6-5-4. 

Nomination of members by county and 
political party chainnan. 

When nominee must be appointed, 
§3-6-5-S. 

Removal of membeIll, §3-6-5-8. 
Audits. 

Board boob, §3·6-5·25. 
Ballots. 

Responsibility for ballots, supplies and 
equipment, §3-11-3_35. 

Board of registration. 
ReferTlll of matters to election board, 

13-7-2-4. 
Budgets. 

Preparation and submission of estimate, 
13·6-5-16. 

Candidate may not be member, §3-6-5-3. 
Canvassing votes. 

See CANVASSING VOTES. 
Chairman. 

Call of meeting, 13·6-5·11. 
Failure of chairman to call meeting. 

§3-6-5-12. 
Selection, §3-6-5-B. 

Circuit court clerk. 
Actions of clerk considered action of 

board, §3-6-5·18. 
Exercise of board powers snd duties, 

13-6-5-19. 

INDEX 

COUNTY ELECTION BOARDS--Cont'd 
Circuit court cIerk-Cont'd 

Resolution to delegate duties, §3-6-S-14.5. 
Combined county election board and 

board of registration, §§3·6-5.2·1 to 
3-6-5.2·7. 
See COMBINED COUNTY ELECTION 

BOARD AND BOARD OF 
REGISTRATION. 

Compensation of members, 13-6-S-9. 
Composition, §3-6-S-2. 
County and municipal law enforcement 

officers to assist board, §3-6-5-33. 
Deputy election colDIIli.ssioners. 

Appointment, §3-6-5·20. 
Candidate for elective office may not be 

appointed. §3·6-5-24. 
Duties, §3-6-5·22. 
Effect of becoming candidate for elective 

office, §3-8·S-24. 
Political affiliation, §3-6·5-21. 
Removal, §3-6-5-20. 
Residency requirement, §3-6-5·20. 

Duties. 
Ballots, suppliea and equipment, 

13-11-3-35. 
Exercise by circuit court clerk, 

§3-6-S·19. 
Generally, §3·6-5·14. 

Established,13·6-5-1. 
Filling of vacancy, §3-6-5. 7. 
Investigations. 

Violation of title, 13-6-5-31. 
Meetings. 

Call of meetings by chairman, §3-6·5-11. 
Failure of chairman to call meeting, 

13-6·5·12. 
Minutes,13·6·S·13. 

Membership, §3-6-5·2. 
Member may not hold elected office, 

13-6-5·3. 
Name, §3-6-5-1. 
Nomination of members by county and 

political party chairman, 13·6·5·5. 
When nominee must be appointed, 

§3-6-5·S. 
Oaths. 

Administration, 13-6-5-26. 
Examination of perBODlI under oath, 

§3-6-5-26. 
Office space, §3-6-5·10. 
Personnel 

Candidate for elective office may not be 
employed, §3·6-5·24. 

Duties, rank and salaries of appointees, 
§3-6-5-23. 

Effect of employee becoming candidate for 
elected office, 13-6-5-24. 

Employment, 13-8·5-23. 
Political subdivisions in more than one 

county. 
Conduct of election, §3..fi_5_15. 

Proldes. 
Alternate proxies, §3-6-5-4.5. 
Appointment, 13-6-5-4.S. 

Removal of members, §3-6-5-6. 
Reports. 

Municipal and general election reports. 
Content, §3-6-5·17. 
Submie.sion to state election board, 

§3·6-S·17. 
Resolution to delegate dUDes or circuit 

court clerk, 13-6-5·14.5. 
Secretary,13-6-5-8. 
Service of pruce8ll, 13·6-5-28. 
State election board. 

Instructional meeting for county election 
board, §3·6-4-15. 

Compensation of membeIll of meeting, 
§3·6-4-16. 

Submission of deadlocked county board 
issue to state board, §3-6-4-14. 

Subpoenas. 
Judicial enforcement, §3-6-S-29. 
Power of subpoena, §3-6-5-27. 

Vacancies in office. 
Filling, §3·6·5·7. 

Violation of tiUe. 
Civil action by attorney general or 

proeeeuting attorney, 13-6-5-32. 
Investigation, 13·6-5-31. 
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COUNTY ELECTION BOARDS-Cont'd 
Violation of tiUe---Cont'd 

Referral of matters to attorney general or 
pro8eCuting attorney, 13-6-5·31. 

Report, §3·14-S-3. 
Votes. 

Written records of votes, §3-6-5-13. 
Witnesses. 

Compelling testimony, §3-8-5·27. 
Failure or refusal to obey order. 

Contempt, §3-6-S-29. 
Mileage and fees of subpoenaed witnesses, 

§3·6-5·30. 

COURT OF APPEALS. 
Judges. 

Election years, §3·10-2-8. 
Qualifications, §3-8-I·llj Const. Ind., Art. 

7, §to. 13·8-1-11. 

CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE. 
Sentencing, 

General provisions, §§35-50-2-1 to 
35·50·2·10, 3S-50-3·1 to 35-50-34. 

See SENTENCING. 

DEBTS. 
Townships. 

D 

Incorporation of towns. 
Apportionment of debt, 136-5-1-11. 

DECEIVING VOTER. 
Registering vote contrary to voter's 

request, 13-14-2-20. 

DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY. 
Primary elections. 

Generally. 
See PRIMARY ELECTIONS. 

DEFINITIONS, §§3-5·2·1 to 3-5-2-54. 
Absentee voting. 

Counting ballots at a central location. 
Absentee ballot counter, §3·11.S-2-1. 
Central location for counting absentee 

ballots, §3-11.5-2-2. 
Pilot county, §3_11.5_2_3. 
Pilot project, §3-11.5·2-4. 

Applicability of definitions, §3-5-2·1. 
Candidates. 

Residency requirements. 
"Before the election," §3-8.1·1.7. 

Combined county election board and 
board of registration, 13-6-5.2·2. 

Political contributions and expenses. 
Reports of political committees and 

candidates. 
Delinquent reports, §3·9-4·1B. 

Precincts, §3-5-2-40. 
Establishing a precinct, §3·ll·I.5-I. 

Sentencing. 
Felony conviction, §35-50-2-1. 

Class D felony conviction, §35-50·2_1. 
Minimum sentence. 13S-50-2_1. 

Minimum sentence, §35·50·2·1. 

DEPUTY ELECTION 
COMMISSIONERS. 

See COUNTY ELECTION BOARDS. 

DISABILITIES, 
Absentee voting, §3-11-1O·2S. 

Ballots. 
Counting ballots at a central location, 

§§3-11.5-1-1 to 3-11.5·7-4. 
See ABSENTEE VCYI'ING. 

A8lIistance to voters with disabilities, 
§3-11·9·2. 

Ae.sistnnce by judges, §3-11-9-3. 
Defined, §3-5-2-50.2. 
Voting places. 

Accessibility, §3-11-8-6. 
Inaccessibility, §3+11-8-3.1. 

DISFRANCHISEMENT. 
Power of general assembly. Const. Ind., 

Art. 2, §B. 

DISTRICT. 
Defined, §3-5-2-19. 

DRUNKENNESS, 
Public officers and employees. 

Removal for intoxication during business 
hours, §5-8-2-1. 
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E 

ECONOMIC INTEREST STATEMENTS. 
Candidate •. 

Filing, f3·8·1·33. 

EDUCATION. 
Conteda. 

Local or school board offices. 
See CONTESTS. 

Recounts. 
See RECOUNTS. 

Registration o( voterl. 
School corporations. 

Registration of eligible students in 
public secondary schools, 
13·703·26, 

Scbool board elections. 
Applic:ability of chllpter, 13-9·&.l. 
Campaign trea8uren. 

Duties, 63.9.6.6, 
Candidates. 

Campaign financial statements. 
Contenta, 13·9..&-4. 
Filing, ~3·9.a.a. 
Form, §3·9·6-3. 

Petition of nomination, 13·9·6..2, 
Residency requirements. 13.8-1-34. 

Superintendent of public instruction. 
Candidates. 

Qualifications. 13-8·1·10.5. 
Election years, 13-10-2-6. 

ELDERLY. 
Defined. §3-5·2·16.5. 

ELECTED OFFICE. 
Defined,§3·5.2.17. 

ELECTION DAY. 
Defined, 13-5-2-18. 

ELECTION DISTRICT. 
Deftned,13-5·2·19. 

ELECTION OFFICIALS. 
Absentee voUng, 13·6·6·6,. 
Allowing unauthorized voter or 

procedure. 13·14·2·14. 
Defined. 13-5·2-40.1. 
Discimdng voter'l .election, 13·14-4·9. 
Disc1U3ion of ballot'l IIppearance. 

13·14-4·7. 
Electioneering. U·14-4·9. 
Election meriffl. 

Absentee voting, 13·6·6-6. 
Appointment, §l3·6.6-5, 3·6-6-11. 
Duties, f3·6-6·35. 
Nomination, t3·6·6-9. 

Filing. 13-6-6-10. 
Per diem, f3-6-6-25. 
Persons ineligible to serve as, 13·6-6·7. 
Political affiliation, 13·6-6-5. 

Failure to perfonn duties, 13·14-4·3. 
IDilpectorl, 

Absentee voting, f3·6-6·6. 
Appointment, f3·6-6·11. 
Ballot card voting systems. 

Permitting use of malfunctioning 
voting machine, 13·14-3·6. 

Tampering with. f3·14·3·6. 
Comments conceminR result of election 

before closing of polls. §3·1I·8·13. 
Failure to appear Ilt county election board 

for distribution of ballots, §3·14·4·2. 
Failure to complete a polling place 

acces8ibility survey fonn. 
Effect, 13·6-6-25. 

Nomination, f3·6·6-8. 
Filing, 13·6-6·10. 

Oaths. 
Absence of person w administer 

ill!lpector's oath of office, 
13-6·6-20. 

Administration of oath to other 
precinct election officell:l, 
13-6-6-19. 

Fonn, f3·6·6-23. 
Taking of oath, f3·6·6·19. 

Per diem, 13·6·6·25. 
Additional compensation, §3·6-6·26. 

Pennitting use of malfunctioning voting 
machine, 03·14-3·6. 

Pel1lOn8 ineligible to serve as, 13·6-6·7. 

INDEX 

ELECTION OFFICIALS-Cont'd 
Inspector&-Cont'd 

Removal, change or mutilation of ballot 
labels, 13·14·3·7. 

Tampering with voting machines. 
13·14·3-5. 

Voting after closing of polls, 13·11-8·13. 
Interference with, 13·14-3·4. 
Judgel. 

Absentee voting, 13·6-6-6. 
Appointment, 13·6-6-11. 
Commenting on result of election before 

closing of polls, §3·11-8·13. 
Nomination. 13·6·6-9. 

Filing, 13·6·6-10. 
Oaths. 

Fonn, 13·6-6-23. 
Per diem. 13·6-6-25. 
Pel1lOn8 ineligible to serve 1llI. 13·6-6-7. 
Voting after closing of polls, f3·n·8-13. 

KnOwing omIlsion of official duty, 
13·14·4·3. 

Oathl, 
Attachment to poll list. 13-6-6-22. 
Filing. 13-6-6-22. 
Inspectora.13.6-6-19. 

Absence of person to administer oath. 
13·6-6·20. 

Jurat to be attached to oath, §3·6·6·22. 
Signature by person taking and 

administering, §3·6-6.21. 
Written or printed, §3-6-6·21. 

Obstruclion, 13·14-3-4. 
Per diem, 13-6-6·25. 

Additional compensation for inspector, 
13·6-6·26. 

Fixing of compensation, §3.6·6·27. 
Socinlaecurity. 

Compensation of election workers for 
amounts withheld, 13·6-6·26.5. 

Persons ineligible to serve as, 13-6-6-7. 
PoD clerkl. 

Absentee voting. 13-6-6-6. 
Appointment, §§3·6-6-2, 3·6-6-11. 
Assistant poll clerks. 

Absentee voting, §3·6·6·6. 
Appointment, §§3·6-6·3, 3·6-6·11. 
Assisting poll clerks in compiling 

votes, 13-6-6-33. 
Duties. 

During paper ballot voting, 
13·6-6-32. 

In precincts using voting machines, 
ballot card voting system or 
electronic voting system and 
paper ballots. 13·6·6·34. 

Initialing of paper ballots. 13·6·6-32. 
Nomination, 13·6-6-9. 

Filing, t3·6-6-9. 
Oaths. 

Fonn. 13·6-6·24. 
Per diem, 13·6·6·25. 
Persons ineligible to serve as, 13·6·6·7. 
Political affiliation, 13·6·6·3. 
Resolution designating precincts of, 

13·6-6-4. 
Signing of returns and other 

certificates. §3-6-6-33. 
Comments concerning result of election 

before closing of polls, f3·11·8·13. 
Duties in precincts using voting machines 

and paper ballots, §3·6-6·24. 
Initialing of paper balloU!. 13·6·6·32. 
Nomination, 13·6-6-9. 

Filing, 13·6-6-10. 
Oaths. 

Fonn. 13·6-6·24. 
Per diem, 13·6-6·25. 
Pennitting use of malfunctioning voting 

machine, f3·14·3·6. 
Person not a voter. 

Qualifications, §3-6-6·3. 
Persol1ll ineligible to serve as, 13-6-6·7. 
Political affiliation, §3-6-6-2. 
Removal. change or mutilation of ballot 

labels, §3·14·3·7. 
Tampering with voting machines, 

§3.14·3·5. 
Voting nflflr closing of polls, 13·I1.g·13. 

Preclnct election boards. 
See PRECINCT ELECTION BOARDS. 

Revealing individual's vote, 13·14 .... 7. 

ELECTION OFFlCIALS-Cont'd 
Secrecy. 

Reading of aection 3.14-4·7 at poll 
opening.13·Il.g.a. 

Social security. 
Compensation of election workera for 

amounts withheld, 13·6-6·26.5. 
Statewide voter regilltration rue. 

Penalty for failure to comply, 13·14-4-3.5. 
Vacancies In omce, 

Filling of vacancies. 
Vacancy occurring during election day, 

13·6-6-14. 
ConfirmatiOn or removal and 

replacement by county election 
board. 13-6·6-16. 

Notice to county election board, 
13-6-6-15. 

Oaths, f3·6·6-18. 
Powera and duties of appointees, 

f3·6·6-15. 
Vacation of office and transfer of 

persollB appointed pursuant to 
IC 3·6-6·16, 13-6-6-17. 

ELECTION SHERIFFS. 
See ELECTION OFFICIALS. 

ELECTORATE. 
Defined, 13-5·2·20. 

ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS. 
Accesl to restricted, 13·11·14·21. 
Adjultment of Iystem prior to election 

day, 13·11·14·15. 
Applicability of cbapter, §3·11·14·1. 
Approval. 

Specifications required for approval, 
§3·11·7.5·7. 

State election board, tt3.II·7.5·1, 
3·11·7.5-4. 

Testa. 
Periodic testing of approved system, 

13·11·7.5-26. 
Auistance to voters, f3·11·14·24. 
Ballot labell. 

Alphabetical rotation uf candidates, 
13·11·14·11. 

Candidates. 
Alphabetical rotation. 13·11·14·11. 

Color. 13·11·14-4. 
Fonn. '3·11·14-3. 
Furnishing, 13·11.14-3. 
Installation, §3·1I·14.1O. 
Party devices, 13·11·14·4. 
Party name. §3·11·14-4. 
Sample ballots. §3.1l·14·5. 

Display, 13·11-14·7. 
Posting. 13·11-14·18. 
Wrapping and delivery of, 13·11·14-6. 

School district elections. 
Alphabetical order of candidates, 

§3·11·14·12. 
Boothl. 

One voter allowed in booth, §3·11-14.24. 
Voting time limited. 

Enforcement of time limits, 
13·11·14·28. 

General, municipal or special election. 
13·11·14-27. 

Primary election, §3·11·14·26. 
Canvassing vote. 

Inspection of counters. 
Authority, §3·12-4.18. 
Comparison with precinct retums, 

13·12-4·20. 
Discrepancy between system and 

retums, 13·12-4·21. 
Location. §3·12-4·19. 
Political party observera, §3·12·4·19. 
Time. 13·12-4·18. 

Care and custody while not in Ule. 

13·11·7.5-24. 
Certincates of number of votes, 

13·11·14-32. 
Cbangcs In approved lIystem, §3·11·7.5-5. 
Clolling polls. 

Procedures, 13·11·14·30. 
Removal and transport of memory 

packs, §3·1I·14·31. 
Vote totals, §3·1l.14-30. 

Contract.. 
Filing of copies with board. §3·11·7 .5·27. 



ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS 
-Cont'd 

Counting of votes. 
Announcement of vote totals, §3-12.3.5-2. 
Applicability of chapter, §3-12.3.5·1. 
Canvass to begin immediately and 

continue without interruption, 
13-12-3.5-6. 

Certificates, 13-12-3.5.3. 
Delivery, §3-12-3.5-4. 
News media, 13-12-3.6-5. 

Commencement of count. 
More than one precinct in same room, 

13-12·3.5-1.5. 
More than one precinct in same room, 

13·12.3.5·1.5. 
County election board. 

Responsibilities on election day, 
13·11·14·19. 

Criteria for acquiring system, 
13·11-7.5-21. 

DeUvery of system, §a·II-I4-14. 
Determination of precincts to receive 

system, 13·11-7.5-23. 
Development of improved system, 

13·11·7.5-20. 
Disclosure of vote prior to registering. 

Disqualification of voters, 13-11-14-29. 
Examination by state election board, 

13-11-7.5-3. 
Location of examination, 13·11·7.5-6. 

Es:amination of system prior to election 
day, 13·11-14-15. 

Es:perimental use at election, §3·11-7.5·25. 
Expiration, 13·11·7.5·28. 
Explanation of voting procedures., 

13-11-14·22. 
Es:terior ot system. 

Plain view of board, 13-11·14-20. 
Improvement or changes in approved 

system. 13·11·7.5-5. 
Inspection oC counters. 

Authority, 13·12-4-18. 
Comparison with precinct returns. 

13·12·4-20. 
Discrepancy between system and returns, 

13-12-4·21. 
Inspecting without authorization, 

13-14·2·29. 
Location, 13-12-4-19. 
Political party observers, 13-12-4-19. 
Time, 13-12-4-18. 

Instruction of votel'll. 
Availability of system for, §3-11·14·8. 
Display to be accurate as to candidates 

and public questiOIl9, 13·11·14·9. 
Making system available for, 13-11-14-8. 

Labels, See within this heading, "Ballot 
labels. H 

MalfUnctioning equipment. 
Precinct election officers pennitting use 

of,13-14-3-6. 
Munlcipru elections. 

Implementation of system, f3·ll·14·34. 
Use, 13-11·14·33. 

PoDs, 
Inspection, 13-11-14·17, 
Preparation of polls on election day, 

13-11-14-16. 
Preparation of system. 13·11·14-13. 
Primary elections. 

Voting machines, ballot card and 
electronic voting systems, 
§§3·1O·1-23,3·1O·1-27. 

Privacy for voter, §3-11-14·20. 
Pun:halle orders. 

Filing of copies with board, 13·11-7.5·27. 
Recording ot vote. 

Poll clerk, 13·11·14-25. 
Renewal application. §3·11·7.5-28. 
Request tor examinations. 

Examination by state election board, 
13-11-7.5·2. 

Sample ballots. §3·ll·14·5. 
Display, 13-11·14·7. 
Posting, §3·11·14·18. 
Wrapping and delivery of, §3-11-14·6. 

School district elections. 
Alphabetical order of candidates, 

13-U-14-12. 

INDEX 

ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS 
-Cont'd 

Specifications for appl'Ovru. f3·11·7.5-7. 
Ability 10 limit brulot by party affiliation, 

13-11·7.5·12. 
Ability to limit number of candidates and 

issues presented to voters, 
f3-11-7.5·1O. 

Completeness of ballot, f3·11·7.5·9. 
Counting of voters, 13-11-7,5·15. 
Prevention of multiple voting, 

13·11·7.5-11. 
Protection for ballot label, 13·11-7.5·19. 
Register and accurately count votes, 

f3-11-7.5·13. 
~recy, §3-11-7.5·8. 
~urity before and after polls open and 

close, §3·11·7.5-17. 
Security of counting device, 13_11_7.5·16. 
Security of system after voting, 

13-11-7.5-14. 
Straight ticket voting, 13-11-7.5-10. 
Unique identifying number, f3-11-7.5·18. 

Standards. 
Adoption, §3·11·7.5.3. 
Compliance with approval of system, 

§3-11·7.5·4. 
State election board. 

Approval required, §l3-11-7.5-1, 
3·11-7.5-4. 

Examination by board., 13·11·7.6-3. 
Location of examination, 13·11-7.5·6. 

Request for examination by board, 
13-11·7.5·2. 

System service agreement, 13·11·7.5·22. 
Tampering with. §3·14-3-8. 

Precinct election officers, §3-14-3·5. 
Tests. 

Periodic testing of approved system, 
§3-11·7.5-26. 

Use of system, 13-11-14-2. 
Vote totals., 13-11-14-30. 
Voting procedures., 13·11·14·23. 

Explanation of, §3-11-14-22. 
Voting time limited. 

Enforeement of time limit.a, §3-11-14·28. 
General, municipal or special election, 

§3·11·14·27. 
Primary election, §3·11·14·26. 

EMERGENCIES. 
Performance on act on day office dosed. 

13-5-4-1.5. 

EMERGENCY RULES. 
State election board, §3·6·4-12.5. 

Extension Of filing period, §3·6-4-12.7. 

ENGUSH LANGUAGE. 
As.sistance to voters, 

Misrepresentation to voters of names on 
ballots, 13·14-2·22. 

Persoll9 unable to read or write English, 
13·11-9·2. 

Assistance by judges, 13·11·9-3. 

EVIDENCE. 
InCractions. 

Proof by preponderance of evidence, 
134-4-32-1. 

Ordinances. 
Procoodings to enforce ordinances. 

Proof by preponderance of evidence, 
134-4.32·1. 

EXECUTIVES. 
Dermed, 13·5·2-22. 

EXPENSES, 
County election and registration fund. 

Counties without fund. 
Budget and payment oC expenses from 

general fund, 13-5-3-6. 
Creation, §3·5-3-2. 
Deposit of funds received from 

municipalities, §3·5·3·3. 
Deposit of tax revenues, 13·5_3·2. 
Levy of tax, §3·5·3·2. 
Monitoring of balance, §3·5·3-4. 
Payment of election expenses, 13·5·3-3. 
Purposes, 13-5-3·2. 
Transfers from general fund, 13-5-3-4. 

Es:penditures defined, 13·5-2-23. 
From county treasury, §3-6-3·1. 
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EXPENSES-Cont'd 
Municipal elections. 

Apportionment between county and 
municipality of certain expenses, 
§3-5·3-8. 

More than one municipal election, 
§3-5-3-9. 

Elections conducted by county election 
boanl. 

Certification of amount, 13·5-3_7. 
Payment from county general fund, 

§3-5-3-7. 
Reimbursement of county by city. 

Itemization oC expenses, 63·5·3-10. 
Reimbursement of county by 

municipalities, 13·5·3-7. 
Payment. 

Appropriations, f3-5-3-1. 
Political contributions and e:zpenses, 

See POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
AND EXPENSES. 

Town and general elections coinciding. 
Town not assessable for expenses, 

f3·5.3·IL 

F 

FAIUNG TO RECEIVE VOTE, 
Prohibited. §3·14.J.9. 

FAX TRANSMISSIONS. 
Absentee voting, 

Ballots. 
Applications, §3-U-4-4. 
Transmission of ballot, §3·11-4-6. 

FEDERAL OFFICE. 
Defined, §3-5·2-24. 

FELONIES. 
Class A Celonies., 135-50-2-4. 
CIBBfiI B telonies., §35-50-2-5. 
CIBBfiI C felonies., §35-50-2-6. 
CIBBfiI D felonies, §35·5Q.2·7. 
Habitual offenders, 

Controlled substance offenders, 135-50·2·2. 
Sentencing, §35·50-2-1O. 

Sentencing, §35-50-2·8. 
Controlled substance offenders, 

§35-50-2·1O. 
Penruties. 

Class A felonies, §35-50·2-4. 
Class B felonies, §35-50·2-6. 
Class C felonies, §35-50-2-6. 
CIWIII D felonies, 135-50-2-7. 
Murder, 135-50-2·3. 

Death sentence, §§35·50·2·3, 35-50·2·9. 
Age minimum, §35-50-2·3. 

Political contributions and eJ:pen8es, 
Reports. 

Fraudulent reports, §3-14-1-13. 
Public officei'll and employees. 

Conviction of felony. 
Removal from office, 15-8-1.37. 

Suspen.ion of sentence, 135-50·2-2. 
Person with juvenile record, 135·50·2·2.1. 

FILING. 
Defined. 13·5-2·24.5. 
Final hour for filing when none 

specified. §3-5-4-1. 

FINANCIAL INDUCEMENTS. 
Accepting or soliciting vote or retrain 

from voting, §3·14·3-20. 
Giving or otrering to vote or refrain from 

voting, §3·14·3·19. 

FIREFIGHTERS. 
Political activities while in uniform, 

~3_14_1-6. 

FISCAL BODY. 
Defined. §3·5-2·25. 

FISCAL OFFICER. 
Defined, 13-5-2·26. 

FORMS. 
Ballots. 

Primary elections, §3·10·1·19. 
Dedaration of candidacy, 13-8·2·7. 
Poll lists, §3·11·3·18. . 
Registration of voters. 

See REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. 

FRAUD. 
Causing voter to vote counter to intent, 

§3·14·2·21. 
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FRIVOLOUS ACTIONS AND 
DEFENSES. 

Impeachment. 
Local officers. 

Malfeasance. 
Accusation, 16-8-1-35. 

FUNDS. 
Ballot card voting Iystem .. 

Cumulative fund for purchase. 
See BALLOT CARD VOTING 

SYSTEMS. 
County election and registration fund. 

See EXPENSES. 
State election board. 

Expenditure!, 13-6-4·24. 

G 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
Dbtrancbisement. 

Power of general asaembly, Conal. Ind., 
Art. 2, f8. 

HOIae or repre...,ntativcs. 
Election yaarB, 13·10-2·10. 
Qualifications for election to Btate 

representative, 13·8-1·14, 
Journm. 

Oath! of office of members. 
Entry on journals, 15-4-1-3. 

Members. 
Oath of office, 15-4-1-3. 

Oatha. 
Oath of office of membera. 

Required before taking seats, 15-4-1-3. 
Senate. 

Election years for United State!! senator'll, 
13·10-2-4. 

Qualification for candidate for senate, 
f3-8-1-13. 

GENERAL ELECTIONS. 
Applicability of title, 13-5-1-2. 
Date, '3·10-2·1. 
Election yean. 

Attorney general, 13·10-2-6. 
Certain county and township offiool'B, 

13-10-2-13. 
Circuit court clerk, 13·10·2·13. 
Circuit, superior, probate and county 

court judges, 13·10·2·11. 
Clerk of supreme court. 13-10-2·7. 
Court of appeals judges, 13·10-2-8. 
Govemor, 13·10·2-6. 
Lieutenant governor, 13·10-2-6. 
Preaidential and vice.presidential electon, 

13·10·2·3. 
Prosecuting attorneytl, 13·10·2·12. 
Secretary of state, 13·10-2·7. 
Small claims court constable, f3·10·2-13. 
State auditor, 13-10-2·7. 
State representativee. 13·10·2-10. 
State senaton, 13·10·2·9. 
State treaaurer. 13·10·2-7. 
Superintendent of public instruction, 

13·10-2·6. 
Supreme courtjuaticea, 13·10-2-8. 
Township 85BeU0r, 13·10-2·14. 
United States senatol1l, 13·10-2-4. 

Eligibility to vote in precinct of former 
residence. 

Generally. 
See PRECINCTS. 

Notice, 13·10·2·2. 
Offlces to be filled, 13·10·2-1. 
Time, 13-10.2·1. 

GOVERNOR. 
Election yea .... 13-10-2·6. 
Ueutenant governor. 

Qualifications for office, §3·8-1·9. 
Oath .. 

Oath of office. 
Taking, 15-4·1-3. 

Qualification. for omee, 13-8-1·9. 
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H 

HABITUAL OFFENDERS. 
Controlled substance .. 

Habitual controlled substance offenders, 
135·50·2·10. 

Sentencing, 135-50·2·10. 
Felonie .. 

Habitual controlled substance offenders, 
135·50·2·10. 

Sentencing, 135·50·2·10. 
Sentencing, 135-50·2·8. 

Controlled substance offenders, 
135·50·2·10. 

Sentencing, 135-50-2-8. 
Habitual controlled substance offenders, 

135·50·2·10. 

HANDBILLS. 
Forecasting certain buainels lOll, 

13·14-3·21. 

HANDICAPPED VOTERS, 
Voterl with dilabillties. 

See DISABILITIES. 

HEARINGS. 
Contests, 13·12·11·17. 
Sentencing. 

Death sentence, 135·50-2·9. 

HIRING OR SOUCITING VOTERS. 
13·14·2·13. 

HOUDAYS. 
Alcobolic beverages. 

Sales on certain holidays prohibited, 
17.1·5·10·1. 

HOMICIDE. 
Murder. 

Penalties, 135-50·2·3. 
Death sentence, f§35-50·2-3, 35·50·2-9. 

HORIZONTAL PROPERTY. 
Poll take .... 

List of residents in condominiums, 
U3-6-11-5 to 3-6-1I·7.5. 

Violations of requirements, 
113·14-3-23,3-14-3·24. 

ILLEGAL VOTERS. 
Affidavit alleging vote, §3·14-5-1. 
Arrest, 13·14·5·1. 
Prosecution, 13·14.5-1. 

IMPEACHMENT, 
Articles of impeachment. 

Answer, 15-8-1-8. 
Delivery to president of senate, 15-8-1·3. 
Objections by defendant, 15-8-1·7. 
Preparation and presentation, §5-8·1·2. 
Service of copy on defendant, 15·8-1-4. 

Attorneys' fees. 
Local officers. 

Malfeasance. 
ACCUBation, 15-8-1·35. 

Chid justice. 
Impeachment of governor or lieutenant 

governor. 
Chief justice to preside over trial, 

15·8·1-16. 
Convictioo. 

Judgment on conviction, 15·8-1·11. 
Suspension or removal, 15-8-1·13. 

Vote required to convict, 15-8·1·10. 
COlitII. 

Local officei'll. 
Malfeasance. 

Accu~ation, 15-8-1-35. 
Frivolous actions and defen8es. 

Local officers. 
Malfeasance. 

ACCUBation, 15-8-1·35. 
Hearing. 

Failure of defendant to appear, §5-8-1·6. 
Local officers. 

Malfeasance. 
Accusation, §5·8·1-35. 

Notice. 
Service on officer, U5-8-1-4, 5-8·1-5. 

Time for. 
A88ignment by senate, 15·8-1-4. 

IMPEACHMENT-Cont'd 
Indlctmentll and informationl, 

Indictment or infonnation not barred, 
15-8·1·17. 

Judgmentll, 
Local officel1l. 

Malfeasance. 
ACCUBation, 15·8-1-35. 

Local omcen. 
Accusation. 

Answer by defendant, n5·8-1-24, 
5·8·1-25,5·8·1·28. 

Refusal to answer, 15·8·1.29. 
Contents, §5-8-1·22. 
Filing of original, 15·8-1·23. 
Grand jury may present, 15-8-1·21. 
Malfeasance, 15-8-1-35. 
Objections by defendant in writing, 

15-8-1-26. 
Overruling, 15-8·1·28. 

Oral denial, 15·8-1·27. 
Service of copy, 15·8-1.23. 

Appearance by defendant. 15-8·1-24. 
Effect of nonappearance, 15-8-1·24. 

Attorney general. 
Prosecution of accusation of 

prosecuting attorney, 15·8-1·34. 
Malfeasance. 

AcC'Usation, 15·8·1·35. 
Plea~. 

Guilty or not guilty, 15-8-1·29. 
Trial,15·8·1·29. 

Jury trial, 15·8-1-30. 
Witnesses. 

Compelling attendance, '5-8-1-31. 
Witnesses. 

Compelling attendance, t5·8-1-31. 
Misdemeanors. 

Impeachment for, §5.8-1·l, 
Oaths, 

Members of court, 15-8·1·9. 
Objections. 

Overruling, §5-8-1-8. 
Written objections by defendant, §5-8-1· 7. 

Pleas. 15·8·1.7. 
Local officers. 

Guilty or not guilty, 15·8-1-29. 
Prosecuting attorneYI. 

Removal, '5-8-1-19. 
Filling vacancies, 15-8·1·19. 

Removal, 
Judges and prosecutol1l, §5-8·1·19. 

Filling vacancies, 15·8-1·19. 
Judgment of removal, 15·8·1·13. 

Relolution of impeachment, 15·8·1·2. 
Majority vote on resolution, 15-8-1-12. 

Service of proceaa. 
Notice of hearing. • 

Service on officer, n5-8-1-4, 5-8-1·5. 
Supreme court. 

Chief justice. 
Impeachment of governor or lieutenant 

governor. 
Chief justice to preside over trial, 

§5-8-1-16. 
Suspension. 

Fees of office. 
Diaqualification, 15·8·1.14. 

Judgment of8u~penllion, 15-8·1-13. 
Salary of office. 

Disqualification, §5·8·1·14. 
Trial. 

Suspension pending trial, 15·8·1·15. 
Trial. 

Continuance ohenate to try, 15-8·1·18. 
Impeachment of governor or lieutenant 

governor. 
Chief justice to preside, 15-8-1-16. 

Senate sitting as court of impeachment, 
§5·8·1·2. 

Suspension pending trial, §5·8-1-15. 

INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES, 
Definition of "independent," 13-5-2-26.6. 

INDICTMENTS, 
Impeachment. 

Indictment or infonnlltion not barred, 
15·8·1-17. 

Violation of title, §3.14-5·5. 

INELIGIBLE VOTERS. 13·14·2-9. 
Unregistered voter reckleslly voting. 

13·14-2·10. 



INFLUENCING VOTER'S VOTE. 
Improper collateral acta or threats, 

§3-14-3·18. 

INFRACTIONS. 
Civil procedure. 

Proceedings to enforce infractions, 
§34-4-32·1. 

Traffic violations. 
MOving traffic violations, 

§§34-4-32·1.3,34-4-32-1.5. 
Judgments, §34-4-32-4. 

Complaints, §34-4·32·1. 
Traffic violations. 

Moving traffic violations, 134·4·32·I.S. 
Costs. 

Judgment.costs, §34-4·32-4. 
Detention of suspect, 134-4·32·2. 
Driven' licenses. 

Suspension for failure to satisfy judgment. 
134-4·32-4. 

Enforcement. 
Complaint and summons, §34-4-32_1. 

Traffic violations. 
Moving traffic violations, 

§34-4-32-1.5. 
DefeTTUI program, §34-4-32-1. 
Limitation of actions. §34-4-32-1. 
Proceedings to enforce infractions, 

134-4-32-L 
Proof by preponderance of evidence, 

134-4-32-1. 
Rules of civil procedure applicable, 

§34-4-32-1. 
Traffic violations. 

Moving traffic violations. 
Defined, §34-4-32-1.3. 
Judgments, §34-4·32-4. 
Pleadings in actions for, 

§34-4-32-I.S. 
Evidcnce. 

Proof by preponderance of evidence, 
134-4-32-1. 

Judgments and decrees. 
Amounts allowed, §34-4-32-4. 
Costs, §34-4-32-4. 
Suapension of driver's license for failure 

to satisfy. 134-4-32-4. 
Limitation of actioos. 

Proceedings to enforce infractions, 
134-4-32-1. 

Peace officers. 
Detention of suspect. §34-4-32-2. 

Penalties, §34-4-32-4. 
Refusal to provide identity, §34-4-32-3. 
Registration of voters. 

Statewide voter registration file. 
Intentional failure to comply with 

provisions, §3-7-7.S-10, 
Sberiffs. 

Detention of suspect, 134-4-32-2. 
State police. 

Detention of suspect, §34-4-32-2. 
Statute of limitations. 

Proceedings to enforce infractions, 
134-4-32-1. 

Summons and process, §34·4·32-1. 
Traffic violations. 

Moving traffic violations, §34-4-32-1.S. 
Voter information. 

Misuse. §3·14-6-2. 
Providing for prohibited use. §3-14-6-1. 

INSPECTIONS. 
Electronic voting systems. 

Inspection of counters. 
See ELECTRONIC VOTING 

SYSTEMS. 

INSPECTORS. 
General provisions. 

See ELECTION OFFICIALS. 

INSTRUCTION CARDS. 
Ballot card voting systems. 

Inlltroctions generally. 
See BALLOT CARD VOTING 

SYSTEMS. 
Contents, §3·11-3-23. 
Delivery to in.spectors, §3-11-3·22. 
Language, 13-11-3-22. 
Number. §3-11-3·22. 
Posting, §3-1I·3-24. 
Removal or destruction, §3-14-3·10. 

INDEX 

INTERFERENCE WITH VOTERS, 
13·14-3-4. 

INVESTIGATIONS. 
County election bom-ds. 

Violation of title, 13-6-S-31. 
State election board. 

Administration of election laWll, 13-6-4-25. 
Violations of election law, 13-6-4-29, 

JUDGES. 
Election officials. 

J 

See ELECTION OFFICIALS. 
Small claims coUrts. 

Qualification of candidate, 13-8-1-30. 
Superior court. 

Election years, §3-1().2·11. 
Qualifications, §3-8-1-17. 

Vacancies in office. 
Local, judicial and cin:uit offices, 

f3.13·6-1. 

JUDGMENTS AND DECREES. 
Impeachment. 

Malfeasance. 
Accusation, §S-8-1-35. 

Infractions. 
Costs, §34-4-32-4. 
Judgment amounts allowed, §34-4·32-4. 
Suspension of driver's license for failure 

to satisfy. §34-4·32-4. 

JURY. 
Death sentence. 

Sentencing hearing, §3S-S0·2·9. 
Murder. 

Death sentence. 
Sentencing hearing. 135-50·2·9. 

Sentencing. 
Murder. 

Death sentence. 
Sentencing hearing, §3S·50·2-9. 

L 

LABELS. 
Ballot labels. 

Electronic voting systems. 
See ELECTRONIC VOTING 

SYSTEMS. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS. 
DeCined, §3·6-6-36. 
Restricted from vicinity of polls, 

§3-6-6-36, 

LEGISLATIVE BODY. 
Dermed,13-5-2-27. 

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE. 
DeCined, 13-5-2-28. 
Vacancies. 

Generally. 
See VACANCIES IN OFJo'ICE. 

UEUTENANT GOVERNOR. 
Election years, §3-10-2-6. 
Oaths. 

Oath of office. 
Taking, 1504-1-3. 

Qualifications for office, §3-8-1·9. 

UMITATION OF ACTIONS. 
Infractions. 

Proceedings to enforce infractions. 
§34·4-32-1. 

Ordinances. 
Proceedings to enforce, §34-4·32-1. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 
Consolidated cities and counties. 

City-eounty councils. 
Division of county into districts. 

§36-3-4-3. 
Election of members, 136-3-4-2. 

Qualifications of candidate, 
§3-8-1-2S. 

Legislative districts, 136-3-4-3. 
Territory not included in district or 

included in more than one 
district, §36-3-4-3.5. 

Qualifications, §36-3-4-2. 
Reapportionment, §36-3-4-3. 
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT-Cont'd 
Consolidated cities and countie&-Cont'd 

City-county councils-Cont'd 
Residence requirement, 136-3+2. 
Term of office, §36-3-4-2. 
Vacancies, 136-3-4-2. 

Mayors. 
Qualifications of candidate. §3-8-1-25. 

LOCAL OFFICE. 
Defined. 13·5-2-29. 

MEDIA. 
Watchers. 

Generally. 

M 

See WATCHERS. 

MENTALLY ILL. 
Residents. 

Persons committed to institutions for the 
mentally ill, §3-7-1·14. 

MIUTARY AFFAIRS. 
Military service. 

Evasion of military service. 
Disqualification to hold public office, 

f5-B-3-1. 
Public officen and employees. 

Evasion of military service. 
Disqualification to hold public office, 

§S-8-3·1. 
Soldiers and sailors not deemed to have 

acquired residence by being 
stationed in state, Const. Ind .• Art. 2. 
13. 

MINORS. 
Homicide. 

Death sentence. 
Age minimum. §35-S0-2-3, 

Registration of voters. 
Notations required on registration 

records, §3·7_3_27. 
Sentencing. 

Death sentence. 
Age minimum. 135-50·2-3. 

MISDEMEANORS. 
Impeacbment for misdemeanor, 15-8-1-1. 
Penalties. 

Class A misdemeanor. §3S-50·3·2. 
Class B misdemeanor. §3S·S0·3-3. 
Class C misdemeanor, 135-50-3-4. 

Political contributions and expenditures. 
Commingling of funds, 13·14·1·14.S. 

Sentencing, H35-50-3-1 to 35-50.3-4. 
See SENTENCING. 

Suspension of sentence, §35·50·3·1. 
Voter information. 

Misuse, 13-14-6-2. 
Voter registration. 

Statewide voter registration file. 
Boards of registration and county 

officials. 
Reckless failure to comply with 

provisions, 13-1~-4-3.5. 

MOTOR VEHICLES. 
Definitions. 

Moving traffic violations. §34-4-32·1.3. 
Drivers' licenses. 

Infractions. 
Suspension of license for failure to 

satisfy judgment, §34-4·32-4. 
Suspension and revocation. 

Infractions. 
Failure to satisfy judgment. 

§34-4·32-4. 
Infractions. 

Moving traffic violations. 
Defined, 134-4-32-1.3. 
Judgments. §34-4.32-4. 
Pleadings in actions for, *34·4-32-1.S. 

Traffic violations bureau. 
Clerk. 

Appointment, §34-4-32-S. 
Duties. §34-4-32-5. 

Establishment, §34-4-32·5. 
Payment for violations. 

USf' of credit cards. §34-4-32·5. 
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MUNICIPALITIES. 
Appeals. 

Disaolution of towns, 136-6·1·19. 
Name change, 136-5·1·19. 

Dallot card voting system •. 
Municipal elections. 

See BALLOT CARD VOTING 
SYSTEMS. 

Dallot.. 
Genera' provisions. 

See BALLaI'S. 
Bond iuuell. 

Town council. 
Issuance and sale of bond, 636-5-2-11. 

Condldates. 
Qualifications. 

Town council membel'1l, 13·6-1-29. 
CeDlua. 

Dissolution of towns. 
Not effective during year preceding 

federal decennial census, 
136-5-1·18. 

Incorporation of towns. 
Ordinance of incorporation. 

Not effective during yeaf preceding 
federal decennial ceTUlU!!, 
f36-f>.1·1O.1. 

ChllD,c of town name, 136·5·1·17. 
Approval of question on election. 

Requirements for approval, 136-5-1-18. 
Ballots. 

Question on ballot, i36-5.}.17. 
Date of election, §36-5-1.16. 

Cides DDd tarae towns. 
Applicnbility of chapter, §3·1().6.1. 
County election officials. 

Duties, 13-10·6-8. 
Eledions in municipalities partially 

in county, 13·10-6·9. 
Implementation of provisions, 

13·10.6·10. 
Municipal primary and general 

election, 13·10·6-8. 
Municipal elections. 

Dates, 13·10-&-5. 
Officials to be elected, 13·10·6-5. 

Municipal primary elections. 
Dates, 13·10-6-2. 
Partics required to hold, 13·10·6-2. 

NominCClll. 
All nominees to be on ballot, 

13·10·6-7.5. 
Parties. 

Duties, 13·10.6·8. 
Precinct polls in adjoining precincts, 

§3·1()..6-11. 
Terttlll of office, U3·1O-6-2.5, 3·1()..6-2.6. 
Town trustees elections, 

Dates. 13·10·6-6. 
Town trustees primary elections. 

DateS,13·1()..6-3. 
Write·in candidates. 

All nominees to be on bullot, 
13·10·6-7.5. 

Clerk of municipality. 
Qualifications for office, 13-8·1-28. 

Clerk·treasurer. 
Qualifications of candidate, 13-8·1·28. 
Town council. 

Town clerk·treasurer as clerk of board, 
136-5-2-8. 

Common council, 1364·6-2. 
Council election districts in fIeCOnd-clallS 

cities, 136-4·6·3. 
Council election districts in third·claS!! 

cities, §§364-6-4, 36·4.6·5. 
Districts. 

Council election districts. 
Second-class cities, 1364·6-3. 
Third-class cities, §§36-4·64, 

36-4.6-5. 
Qualifications of candidates, 136-4·6-2. 

Second and third class cities, 
13·8·1·27. 

ReBidence, 136·4-6-2. 
Tenn of office, 1364.6·2. 

Conduct of electionll, 
Town elections not coinciding with 

general elections, f3·1()..7.2, 

INDEX 

MUNICIPALITIES-Cont'd 
Contests. 

Local and school board offices, U3·12.g.1 
to 3·12·8·22. 

See ELECTIONS. 
Definition of "municipality," 13·5·2-32. 
DiIl80lution of towns, 1136·5·1·17, 

36.5·1·20. 
Approval of question on election. 

Requirements for approval, 136·5.1·18. 
Ballots. 

Question on baUot, 136-5-1·17. 
Bond for cost and expenses, 136-5-1-13. 
Census, 

Dissolution under chapter not effective 
during year preceding federal 
decennial census, 136-5·1·18. 

Certification of question, 136·5·1·16. 
Date of election, 136-5·1·16. 
Effective date, 136·5·1·18. 
Election on petition, 136-5·1-17. 

Ballol.8. 
Question on ballot, 136-5-1·17. 

Date of election, 136·5-1·16. 
Hearings, f§36-5·1·14, 36-5·1·15, 
Judicial appeal of decision, 136-5-1_19. 
Petition ror dillSOlution. 

Census or voters. 
Filing with petition, §36·5·1-12. 

Filing, 136·5·1-12. 
Heoring on petition, §36·5·1·14. 
Required signatures, §36-5·1·12. 

Eligibility to vote in precinct of former 
residence. f3·74.5.1. 

Expel18e" 
Municipal elections. 

Generally. 
See EXPENSES. 

Incorporation of townll. 
Application of chapter, t36·5·1-1. 
Approval of incor-poration by county 

executive. 
Conditions to be met before approval, 

'36-5·1·8. 
Census. 

Ordinance of incor-poration, 

Debt. 

Not effective during year preceding 
federal decennial census, 
!36-5-1·10.1. 

Apportionment of debt, §36-5-1·ll. 
Effective date. 

Ordinance of incor-poration, 
f36·5·1·1O.1. 

Towns incorporated after August 31, 
1988,136-5-1·11.5. 

Hearings, 136-5·1·5. 
Parties, 136-5·1·6. 

Investigation of prop>Bed incorporation, 
'36-5·14. 

Limitation on incorporation of town near 
city, 136-5-1·7. 

Exemption from requirements, 
136·5·1·7.1. 

Ordinance of incor-poration, §36·5·1_10.1. 
Petition for incorporation. 

Approval by county executor. 
Conditions to be met, 136-5.1-8. 

Contenl.8, 136-5-1·2. 
Denial. 

Re-petitioning precluded within one 
year of denial, §36-5-1·9. 

Dismissal,136-5·1-6. 
Hearing on petition, §36-5·1-5. 
Precluding petition within one year of 

deniol, §36-5·1·9. 
Qualifications of petitioner, §36·5·1·2. 
Required documents supporting 

petition, 136·5·1-3. 
Remonstrance. 

Dismissal of petition, §36-5·1·6. 
Townships, 

Apportionment of d .. bt, §36-5·1·11, 
Towns incorporated after August 31, 

1988,136-5·1·11.5. 
Vicinity of cities. 

Limitation of incorporation of town 
near city, §36·5-1·7. 

Exemption from requirements, 
136·5·1·7.1. 

MUNICIPALITIES-Cont'd 
Loaruo. 

Town council. 
Temporary loans in anticipation of 

current revenues, 136-5-2-12. 
Local or scbool board office •. 

See CONTESTS. 
Muyor. 

Qualifications. 
First dass city, 13·8-1·24. 
Second and third class cities, 13-8·1_26. 

Municipal elections. 
Applicability of litle, 13-5·1·2. 

Names. 
Change of name. 

Appeals, 
Decisions changing names, 

136-5.1.19. 
Approval of question on election. 

Requiremenl.8 ror approval, 
136-5·1·18, 

Bond for coat and expenses, 136-5·1·13. 
Certification of queation, 136-5-1·16. 
Current renaus, 136-5-1·12. 
Election on name changf!, 136-5·1·17. 

Ballol.8. 
Question on ballot, 136-5-1·17. 

Date of election, 136-5·1·16. 
Hearing, "36-5·1·14, 36-5·1·15. 
Petition to change name, §36-5·1-12. 

Notice. 
Special elections, 13·10·84. 

Officers. 
Resignations, U5·8-3.5·1 to 5-8-4·2. 

Ordinances. 
Incor-poration of towns. 

Ordinance of incorporation, 
136-&-HO.1. 

RegilltrlltiOD of voters. 
Municipal registration record, 13-'·7-8. 

Resignation •. 
General provisions, U5-8·3.5·1 to 5·84.2. 

Special electioD •• 
Notia!,13·10-84. 
Situations requiring special electiona, 

13·10·8·1. 
Vacancies in local offices, t3·1()..8.2. 
Writ ordering election, 13·10-8-3. 

Town cODveDtiODS. 
See CONVENTIONS. 

Town council, 136·&-2-6. 
Alteration or number of members, 

§36·5·24.2. 
Application of chapter, 136·5·2-1. 
Bond issues. 

Sale authorized, 136-5·2·11. 
Clerk. 

Town clerk·treasurer, '36-5-2-8. 
Designated town legislative body, 

136-5·2·2. 
Division of town into districts, 

136-5-24.1. 
Loan •. 

Temporary loans in anticipation of 
current revenues, 036-5·2·12. 

Number of members. 
Alteration, 136-5·24.2, 

Ordinances. 
Loans. 

Temporary loans in anticipation of 
current revenues, 136-5-2·12. 

Majority vote. 
Defined, 136-5·2·9.4, 
When required, 136-5·2·9.6. 

Notice, 136-5·2·10. 
Publication, 136·5·2·10. 
Record of ordinance, 136·5·2·10.2. 
Two-thirds vote. 

Defined, 136-5·2·9.4. 
When required, 136-5·2-9.8. 

Powers and duties, 136-5·2·9. 
President, 136-5·2·7, 

Designated town executive, 136-5-2·2. 
Tenn of office, 136-5-2·7. 

Quorum, 136-5·2-9.2. 
Residence requirements of members, 

§36·5·2·6. 
Cessation of residence. 

Forfeiture of office, 136·5·2·6. 
Tenns of members, 136·5·2-3. 

Towns of leu than 3,500, 
Appeals, §3-10-7·35. 



MUNICIPAUTlES---Cont'd 
Towns of less than 3,5OO---Cont'd 

Applicability of chapter, §3·10·7·1. 
Appointment, §3·10·7·22. 

Composition, §3-10_7·22. 
Powers and duties, §3·10·7·23. 

Board of elections. 
Appointment, §3-10-7-8. 
Audit of books, §3·10-7-18. 
Clerks, custodians and other 

employees, §3·10·7·16. 
Compensation, §3·10·7·20. 
Establishment, §3·10·7·7. 
Meetings. 

Call, §3·1O-7-12. 
Membership, §3·1 O· 7·7. 
Minutes, §3-1O-7-13. 
Officers, M-I0-7-U. 
Powers and duties. 

Generally, 13-10-7-21. 
Preeinct inspectors. 

Nomination, §3-10-7·26. 
Removal and replacement of members, 

§3·10·7-9. 
Supervision of elections, §3·1O·7·14. 
Term of office, §3-1O-7-9. 
Vacancies in office. 

Filling, §3-10·7·10. 
Voting records, §3-10·7·13. 

Canvassing of vote, §3_10-7-33. 
Certificates of election, §3·10·7-34. 
Challengers. 

Appointment, §3_1O_7-29. 
Conduct of elections. 

Town and county election board 
agreements, §3·10·7-4. 

Town council elections coinciding with 
general election, §3·10· 7·3. 

Towns in D.lunty, 13·10-7-5. 
Dates of elections, 13-10-7-6. 
Declaration of candidacy, 13-8-5-10.5. 
Deputy election commissioners. 

Appointment, §3·10·7·15. 
Election materials, supplies and 

equipment, §3-10·7·17. 
Election sheriffs. 

Appointment, §13-10-7-25, 3·10·7-28. 
Nominations, §3-10_7·27. 
Vacancies in office, 13-10-7.28. 

Equipment. 
Furnishing by county election board, 

13-10-7-31. 
Judges. 

Appointment, §3-10-7 ·28. 
Nominations, §3-10·7·27. 

Lists of registered voters, 13-10-7-30. 
Nominations. 

Town office candidates, §3-8-S·2. 
Nominees. 

All nominees to be on ballot, 13-10·7-6. 
Pollbook holders. 

Appointment, 13-10·7·29. 
Poll derks. 

Appointment, §§3-10-7·24, 3·10-7-28. 
Assistant poll clerks. 

Appointment, §§3_10-7_24, 3·10·7-28. 
Nominations, §3·1O·7·27. 
Vacandes in office, 13·10·7-28. 

Nominations, 13-10-7-27. 
Vacancies in office, §3-10-7-28. 

Registered voter lists, 13-10-7-30. 
Supervision of election, §3-10-7.14. 
Terms of office. 

Adoption ofonUnance, 13·10-7-2.5. 
Town committees. 

Creation, 13-8-5-3. 
Meetings. 

Call, 13·8-5-8. 
Notice, §3-8-5-8. 
Quorum, 13-8-5-9. 

Membenhip, §3-8-5-4. 
Name, 13-8-5·3. 
Officers, §3-8-5-7. 
Organizational meeting, §3-8-S-5. 

Person presiding over, §3·8·5-6. 
Subcommittees, §3·8·5·7. 
Term of existence, §3-8-5-5. 

Town marshal. 
Assistance, 13-10-7-19. 

Voting methods, 13·10-7-32. 
Write_in candidates. 

All nominees to be on ballot, 13-10-7-6. 

INDEX 
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ToWlll!l of lellS than 500, 13·10-7·5.5 .. 
Vacancies. 

City offices. 
Generally. 

See VACANCIES IN OFFICE. 
Voting machines, • 

Furnishing of machines and equipment by 
county, §3-11-12-39. 

Vile of county machines permitted, 
13-11-12-38. 

N 

NAMES. 
Change or party names, 

See PARTIES. 

NATIONAL CONVENTIONS. 
Delegatell and alternates, §3.s-3·II. 
First ballot voting, 13-8-3-11. 

NATURAL DISASTERS, 
Extension of filing period, §3·6-4-12.7. 

NOMINATION. 
Candidates. 

See CANDIDATES. 
Certification. 

See CERTIFICATION OF 
NOMINATION. 

NOMINATIONS, 
Uncontested nominations, 13-10-6-4. 

NONRESIDENTS, 
Registration of voters. 

Receipt of registration form from 
nonresident, §3·7_3_12.7. 

NOTICE. 
Constitution of Indiana. 

Amendments. 
Proposed state constitutional 

smendments, f3-1O-3·1. 
General elections, 13-10·2·2. 
Municipalitiell. 

Special elections, §3-10-8-4. 
Primary elections, §3·10-1-35. 
Public oMcen and employees, 

Resignation,15-8-3.S.1. 
Registration of voters. 

Supplemental voter registration day, 
§§3-7-6-3, 3-7-6-9. 

o 

OATHS, 
CODllltitutiOD of the United State&. 

Constitutional convention, 13·10·5-26. 
County election boards. 

Administering oath, §3-6-5-26. 
Examination of persons under oath, 

13·6·5-26. 
Election officials. 

See ELECTION OFFICIALS. 
Governor. 

Oath of office. 
Taking, 15-4-1-3. 

Impeachment. 
Memben of court, §5-8-1-9. 

Ueutenant governor. 
Oath of office. 

Taking, §5-4-1-3. 
Prosecuting attorneys. 

Oath of office, §5-4-1·1. 
Certified copy. 

Where deposited, 15-4-1-4. 
Recordation, 15-4-1-2. 

Registration of voten. 
Board of regi8tration. 

Oath of office, §3-7-2-7. 
State election board., 

Administration, §3-6-4-28. 

OBSTRUCTING VOTERS, §3·14-3·4. 

OFFICIAL ELECTIONS, 
Applicability or tiUe, §3-S-I·2. 

OFFICIALS. 
See ELECTION OFFICIALS. 

ORDERS, 
Precincts. 

Establishment. 
Generally. 

See PRECINCTS. 
Recounts. 

Generally. 
See RECOUNTS. 

ORDINANCES. 
Civil procedure. 
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Enforcement proceedings, 134-4-32-1. '1. 
Traffic violations. 

Bureau, 134-4-32-5. 
Moving traffic violationB, 

§t344-32-L3,34-4-32·1.5. 
Judgments, §34-4-32-4. 
Payments, §34-4-32·5. 

EnroreemenL 
Civil procedure. 

Applicability to enforcement 
proceedings, 134-4-32·1. 

Complaint and summons, 134-4·32·1. 
Traffie violations. 

Moving traffic violations, 
§34-4·32·1.5. 

Proof by preponderance of evidence, 
134-4-32-1. 

Statute of limitations, 634-4·32-1. 
Traffic violations. 

Moving traffic violations. 
Defined,I34-4-32·1.3. 
Judgments, 134-4-32-4. 
Payments, §34-4·32·5. 
Pleadings in actions for" 

§34-4-32·1.5. 
Deferral program, 134-4-32:1. 

Evidence. 
Proceedings to enforce ordinances. 

Proof by preponderance of evidence, 
§34-4-32·1. 

Limitation of actions. 
Proceedinp to enforce, 134-4-32·1. 

Peace officers. 
Detention of suspect, §34-4-32·2. 

Penalties. . 
Refusal of detainee to provide identity, 

134-4-32-3. 
PoDce. 

Detention of suspect, §34-4-32·2. 
State police. 

Detention of suspect, 134-4-32-2. 
Summons and proce88. 

Proceedings to enforce, 134-4-32·1. 
Moving traffic violations, §34-4-32-1.S. 

ORGANIZATION. 
Defined, 13·5·2-34. 

OVERSEAS VOTER. 
Defined, 13-5-2-34.5. 

PARTIES. 
Ballots, 

See BALLOTS. 

p 

Central committees, 13·5-2-8. 
Chairman. 

Defined, 13-5-2-9. 
City committees. 

Composition, 13-6-1·5. 
Congressional district committees. 

Composition, §3-6-1·3. 
County committees. 

Composition, 13-6-1-4. 
Eligibility to vote for officen, 

13-6-1·11.5. 
Filling of vacancies, §3-6-1-11. 
List of members, 13-6-1·11. 

Enumeration of committees, U3-5-1-1, 
3-6·1-8. 

Meetings. 
Notice, f3-6-l-10. 
Organimtional meeting, f3·6·1-11. 

Omcen, 13-6-1-6. 
Additional offieen, §3-6-1-8. 
Election, §3-6-1·7. 
Filling of vacanc:ies, 13-6-1·9. 

Removal of members and omeen, 
13-6·1-13. 

Required,13-6-1-1. 



337 

PARTIES-Cont'd 
Central commiUee&-Cont'd 

State committee. 
Compoaition.I3-6-1.2. 

Subcommitteell, 13-6-1-8. 
Voting by vice chairman and vice 

committeemen, 13..&.1-10. 
ChlUll'fI of name. 

Compliance with chapter, 13-6-3·1, 
Retention of former right. 13·6-3-6. 
Uae of new name, 13-6-3-6. 

City committees. 
Compoaition.I3-6-1..5. 
Establishment, 13-6-1·1. 

Committees. 
Central committees. See within !hi, 

heading, "Central committees." 
County committees. See within this 

heading, "County committee'." 
Expenditure of campaign funds not 

paMing through committee 
treasurer, 13·14-1-8. 

Failure to appoint treuurer, 13·14·1·7. 
Generally. 

See COMMI'M'EES. 
Precinct committees. See within thie 

hending, "Precinct eommitteea." 
Recklesa expenditure of money. 

Unattributed publicationll, broadeasta 
and advertisements, 13·14·1-4. 

State committee. See within Ihi' heading, 
"State committee." 

Treasurer. 
EIpenditure of funda not passing 

through trea..wrer, 13-14-1-8. 
Failure to appoint, 13-14-1-7. 

County committees. 
Compoeition.43-6-1-4. 
Eligibility to vote for officer'll, 13-6-1·Il.5. 
Filling ofvacarn:ies, 13-6-1·11. 
Liat of member'll, 13-6-1·11. 

Divilionl and faed-oRl. 
Call of convention, 13-8·7·27. 

Certain petition nomineea treated as 
convention nomineea, 13-8-7·27. 

Selection of names and emblems, 
13-8-7-26. 

Emblem .. 
Certification of nominees. 13-8-7·11. 

MeJor poUtical party. 
Defined, ·13-5-2-30. 

Pn!clnct eoPllllitteel. 
City committeemen. 

Designation of county committee 
member residing in city. 13-6-2·6. 

Vacancy in office. 
Filling, §3-6-2·7. 

Filling of vacancies, 13·6-2·9. 
Required,I3-6-2-1. 
Vacancies in office. 

Filling, 13-6-2·9. 
Vice committeemen. 

Appointment, 13-6-2-3. 
Certification of appointment, 13-6·2·3. 
City vice committeemen. 

Appointment or delignation, 
63-6-2-8. 

Composition, 13·6-2·2. 
Removal of vice committeemen 

appointed by retiring county 
chairman, 13-6-2-6. 

Appointment of suc:ceuor, 13-6-2-5. 
Recular party coPllllittee. 

Defined, 13-5-2-42. 
State coPllllittee. 

Composition, 13·6-1·2, 
Highest party authority, 13·6-1·12. 
Mandatory rules and regulationl, 

13-6-1·12. 
Rules and regulationl. 

Adoption of other rules and 
raolutionl,13-6-1.13. 

Civil actionl to enforce, 13-6-1·13. 
Mandatory adoption, 13-6-1-12. 
State committee actionl to enforce, 

13-6-1·14. 
Btate conventioDl. 

See CONVENTIONS. 
Watcbera. 

Political parties. 
See WATCHERS. 

INDEX 

PAYCHECKS. 
Encloelnl of poUtiealinducemenla or 

threat.. 13·14-3·21. 

PEACE OFFICERS. 
Ordinaneel. 

Detention of auapect, 134-4-32·2. 

PENALTIES. 
Felontel. 

Clau A felonies, 135-50-2-4. 
Class B feloniea, 135-60-2-6. 
Class C felonies, 135-50-2-6. 
Clau D feloniea, 135-50-2·7. 
Murder, f35-50-2-3. 

Death sentence, 1135-50-2-3, 35-5G-2·9. 
Age minimum, 135-50-2-3. 

Infractiona, 134",,-32-4. 
Miademeanora. 

Clau A milliemennor, 135-50-3·2. 
Class B misdemeanor, §35·50·3·2. 
Class C misdemeanor. 135-50-3-4. 

Murder, 135-60·2-3. 
Death sentence, U35-50-2-3, 35-50·2·9. 

Age minimum, '35-50-2-3. 
Ordinance •. 

Refusal of detainee to provide identity, 
134-4-32-3. 

PEHSON. 
Defined, 13·5·2·36. 

PETITIONS. 
Contesla. 

See CONTE81'S. 
Nomination petition. 

See CANDIDATES. 
Primary elections. 

Declaration of candidacy. 
Voter petitiona. 

See PRIMARY ELECTIONS. 
RecOIlDta. 

See RECOUNTS. 

PHOTOGRAPHY, 
Watcher. for the media, §3-6-10-5. 

PLEADINGS. 
Impeacbment, 15-8·1·7. 

Local officera. 
Guilty or not guilty. 15-8-1·29. 

POUCE OFFICERS. 
OrdlnllDces. 

Detention of luspect, 134",,-32·2. 
PoUtical activities while in uniform, 

13·14·1-6. 

POUTICAL ACTION COMMI1TEE. 
Defined,13·5-2-37. 

POUTICAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
EXPENSES. 

AmounL 
Corporationa and labor organir.ationl 

exceeding Iimita, 13·14·1·10. 
Aurlliary party oraanizationa. 

Exemption from artide. 13·9·7-1. 
Comm.inglinll or f\mda, 13·14·1·14.6. 
Contribution •. 

Applicability of chapter, 13·9·2.1. 
Candidates, 13-9-2·2. 
Central committees. 

Receipt from nationa] committees, 
13·9·2-8. 

Commingling of (uncia, 13-9·2-9. 
Contributiona in the name of another. 

Prohibited,I3-14-1·11. 
Corporationa, 13·9-2-3. 

Committees, 13-9·2-5. 
Exceeding contribution limit, 

13·14·1-10. 
Maximum amounts, 13·9-2·4. 
Voter registration drives, 13·9·2-6. 

Defined,13-6·2-15. 
Diabanding of committee. 

Disposition of surplus contributions, 
13·9·1·12. 

Exemptionl from statutory proviaions, 
13·9-2-6. 

Labor organi:w.tiona, 13-9-2-3. 
Committees, 13-9·2-5. 
Exceeding contribution limit., 

13-14·1-10. 
MPllimum amounts, 13-9-2-4. 
Voter registration drives, 13·9·2·6. 

Political literature, 13·9-3-3. 

POUTlCAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
EXPENSE~ont'd 

Contributiona-Cont'd 
To whom made. 

Persona making contributiona to other 
than authorized entities, 
13-14·1·9. 

Transfer to treasurer'll, 13·9·2·9. 
Use of money received aa contribution, 

13·9-3-4. 
Wrongful use, 13·14·}·16. 

Definitions. 
Reports of political committees and 

candidatee. 
Delinquent reports, 13·9-4·18. 

EKpenaea. 
Applicability of chapter, 13·9-3·1. 
Legal expenses. 

Election contests, 13·9·2·7. 
Paid political advertisement notice, 

13·9-3-2. 
PerllOnI illegally paying election or 

caucus expenses, 13·14·1-12. 
Political literature, 13·9-3-3. 

Maldng contributioDl to other than 
authorized entitiel, 13-14·1·9. 

Money in campaip ftnance enforcement 
accounL 

Reversion of funds, "3·9-4·16, 3·9 ... ·17. 
Reporta. 

Committee'a treasurer reports. 
Applicability of proviaionl to political 

action committees, 13·9·5-14. 
Filing. 

Failure to file, 13·14·1·14. 
Fraudulent report, 13·14·1·13. 

Fraudulent reporta, 13·14·1.13. 
Individuals expending funds to influence 

electionl.13·9·7·2. 
Exemptions, 13-9·7-3. 

Political committees and candidates. 
Annual reports of political committee, 

13·9-6·10. 
Delinquent repoN, 13·9-4·18. 
Failure to file, 113·9-4·16,3-9-4·17. 

Applicability of chapter, 13·9-6·1. 
Candidates not appearing (In ballots or 

lIIMlking nomination, 13-9-5-9. 
Committee'. treasurer reporta, 

13-9-5-14. 
Change of reports, 13-9-6-12. 

Contributions and upenditurea by 
other than candidate's committee, 
13·9-5·15. 

Cumulative rllports, 13·9-5·16. 
Disbanding committees, 13·9-5·11. 
Federal election reports. 

Use, 13·9-6·13. 
Filing, 13·9-5·2. 

Candidates not appearing on ballots 
or _king nomination, 
13·9-6·9. 

Defective reporta, 13-9-4·14. 
Failure to file, 13·9-4·14. 
Legislative office candidate and 

committeea, 13·9·5-3. 
Required, 13·9·5·2. 
Time, 13·9-5·6. 
With county election boards, 

13-9-6-4. 
Mailing or delivering. 13·9·5-7. 

Time. 
Candidates nominated after 

deadline, 13-9-5-8. 
Receiptfl and expenditures, 13-9-6·6. 
Reports of no contributions or 

expendituros, 13·9·5·16. 
Statement by candidate. 

Certification of filing, 13-9-5·19. 
Filing, 13·9·5·18. 

School diatrict electiona. 
Failure to keep records or file report, 

'3_14·1·15. 
School board elcctiolU, 1t3-9-6-1 to 

3-9-6-5. 
See EDUCATION. 

SoUcitation •• 
Paid political IOlicitation notice, 

§3.9·2·10. 
State election board. 

Applicability of chapter, 13·9-4·1. 
Audits, 13·9·4.13. 



POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
EXPENSES-Cont'd 

State election board-Cont'd 
Bookkeeping and reporting methods. 

Manual of recommended methods, 
§3·94·3. 

Di88emination of infonnation, §3·9·4·12. 
Filing system. 

Duties WI to, §3·944. 
Fonns. 

Duties WI to, §3-9+2. 
Hearings, §3-94·15. 
Investigation!!, §3·9-4-15. 

Field investigatioIUl, §3·94·13. 
ReportB. 

Annual compiiatioIUI of state, 
legislative and local expenditures 
and contributions, §3·9·4-9. 

Annual report to public, §3·9·4·8. 
Comparing contributions and 

expenditures with prior elections, 
§3·9·4-1O. 

Failure to file, §3-94·14. 
Forms. 

Duties Il!I to, §3-94·2. 
Making available for public inspection, 

f3·94·5. 
Miscellaneous reports, §3·94·11. 
Retention, §3·94-6. 

Statements. 
Fonns. 

Duties as to, §3·94·2. 
List of statements, §3-94·7. 
Making available for public inspection, 

§3-9-4·5. 
Retention, f3·9-4-6. 

Treasurers. 
Change of trell!lurer. 

ReportB, §3·9·5-12. 
Use of money received as contribution, 

t3·9·34. 

POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS. 
Defined, 13·5-2·38. 

POLL BOOK HOLDERS. 
Absentee voting, §3·6-7.3. 
Announcement of absentee ballot to. 

§3·11·1O·2{). 
Appointment, 13-6-7·1. 

Candidates ineligible for, 13-6-7·1.5. 
Compensation, §3-6-7-4. 
Identification card. 

Production may be required, §3·6-7.2. 
Number. 

Only one poll book holder to be present at 
polls, §3·6-7 .1. 

Right to stand nest to chute, 13·6-7·2. 

POLL BOOKS. 
Alterations, §3-14·2·26. 
Destruction, misplacement or loss, 

§3·14·2·28. 
Erasures, §3·14-2·26. 
False entries, §3·14.2-24. 

POLL BOOTHS. 
Screening. 

Failure to provide or properly arrange, 
§3·14·44. 

POLL CLERKS. 
Generw provisioos. 

See ELECTION OFFICIALS. 

POLL LISTS. 
Binding of looseleaf poll list poges. 

13·1I·3·19. 
Cover, §3·1I·3·20. 

Blank poll list sheets. 
Preparation and delivery, §3·11-3·16. 

Contents, §3·11·3·17. 
Cover, 13-11·3·20. 
Form, §3·lt·3·18. 
Marking of list that voter has voted, 

§3·ll·11·15. 
Paper size, §3·11-3·17. 
Retention, 13·11-8-30. 
Return to circuit court clerk, §:l·1l·8·30. 
Separate poll list not permitted, 

§3·ll·8·29. 
Sheets constitute election supplies, 

13·11-3·21. 
Signatures. 

Voters unable to sign, §3·11·8-26. 

INDEX 

POLLS. 
Adjournment or recess in poll boUl'S 

prohibited, §3-U-8·12. 
Cbutes. 

Order of entry into, f3·11·8-19. 
Persons allowed in and around, 

f3·11·8·16. 
Clerks. 

Generally. 
See ELECTION OFFICIALS. 

Closing. 
Proclamation, 13-11-8-9. 

Record ofprodamation, §3-11-8-1O. 
Voters eligible to vote when polls close, 

f3·11·8-11. 
Conversations in polls, f3·11·8-18. 
Defined, 13·5·2-39. 
Designation, §3·11-8-3.1. 
Electioneering within fifty feet of polls. 

§3·14·3-16. 
Election officials, 

Poll clerks. 
Generally. 

See ELECTION OFFICIALS. 
Electronic voting systems. 

Inspections, §3·1I·14·17. 
Preparation of polls on election day, 

13·11-14·16. 
Entry into polls. 

Announcement of name, §3-11-8·25. 
Signatures, f3·11·8·25. 

Hours open, f3·11·8.8. 
Location. 

Only one location for precinct poll, 
13-11·84.1. 

Precinct with less than two hundred fifty 
voters, f3·11·8-4.3. 

Town with largest population, f3-11-84.2. 
Number of votel'S permitted in polls at 

one time, 13·11-8·17. 
Only one location for precinct poll, 

§3·11-84.1. 
Opening. 

Proclamation, f3·11·8·9. 
Pel'8ODB allowed in polls. f3-1I·8-15. 
Preparation for opening polls, §3·11·11·2. 
Unauthorized persoos entering into or 

remaining near. 13-14.3·15. 
Voters with disabilities. 

Inaccessibility, 13·11-8·3.1. 
Voter to leave poUs after voting, 

§3·11.ll·17. 
V oling places. 

See VOTING PLACES. 

POLL TAKERS. 
Armed forces camps and barracks. 

Chapter inapplicable to, §3-6-1I-9. 
Boarding and lodging houses. 

Certain houses to maintain list of 
residents domiciled therein, 
13·6-11-5. 

Contents, 13·6-11-6. 
Examination of list by poll taker, 

f3·6·11-7. 
Exemption for boarders of three or less, 

13·6-U·8. 
Time during which list must be 

retained,13-6-1I·7. 
Use of list, 13-6-11·7.5. 
Violations of reqUirements, §§3-6-11·7, 

3·14·3·23,3·14-3·24. 
Certificates, §3·6-11·2. 
Condominiums. 

List of residents in condominiums, 
§13·6-11_5 to 3·6-11-7.5. 

Violations of requirements, 
§§3-14.3·23,3·14-3-24. 

Entities entitled to take polls, §3·6-1I·!. 
Furnishing faIse information to or 

withholding information from, 
§3·14·2·7. 

Information to be given, §3·6-11-4. 
List of persons reported all votera, 

§3-6-11-3. 
PersoDB to respond to poll taker, 

§3·6-114. 
Returning false or fraudulent 

information. §3·14·2·8. 

PRECINCT COMMITTEES. 
See PARTIES. 

PRECINCT ELECTION BOARDS. 
Appointment, t3·6-6·1. 
Ballots. 

Counting of ballots. 
See BALLOTS. 

Challenges. 
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Detennination of challenges and other 
matters, f3·6·6-30. 

Compensation. 
Compliance with section 3·12·2·7 

prerequisite to compensation, 
13-6-6-28. 

ExceptiOn!!, §3-6-6-29. 
Composition, §3-6-6-1. 
Counting of ballots. 

See BALLOTS. 
Disqualification of member, f3·6-6-12. 
Establishment, 13-6·6·1. 
Inducing or persuading voter's vote, 

§3-14-3·17. 
Judges. 

Duties, §3-6-6-30. 
Meals. 13·6-6-31. 
Opening or marking ballot, §3·144-8. 
Removal of member, §3·6-6-12. 
Secrecy. 

Oath regarding section 3-144·7, 
13-11·8-14. 

Serving with knowledge of ineligibility, 
§3·14+1. 

Vacancies. 
Filling of vacancies. 

Vacancy occurring prior to poll 
openings, 13-6-6-13. 

Violation of section 3·12-2-7. 
Bar to further selection Il!I member, 

§3-6-6-28. 
Exceptions, 13-6-6-29. 

PRECINCTS. 
Absentee voter board. 

See ABSENTEE VOTING. 
Boundaries. 

Boundaries not to be croBSed, §3-11-1.5-4. 
Exceptions, §3·1I·}.5-10. 
Violations of prohibitions. 

Precinct establishment order, 
13·11·1.5.35. 

Change of boundaries, 13·11·1.5-32. 
Exemption from standards, §3-11-1.5-2O.5. 

Hearing on request, §3-II·L5·20.5. 
Following of certain boundaries, 

§3·1l·1.5-5. 
Following visible feature, §3·ll·I.5-9. 

Exemption, §3·11-1.5·9. 
Inclusion of territory not included in 

precinct, §3-11-1.5·6. 
Municipal boundaries. 

ExteIUlion of municipal boundaries, 
§3·11·1.5-33. 

Noncompliance with boundary standards, 
§3-11-1.5·20.5. 

Noncompliance with requirements. 
Precinct establishment order, 

§3-11-1.5·35. 
Territory included in more than one 

precinct, §3·11·1.5·7. 
Territory of more than one entity, 

§3_11_1.5-8. 
Canvassers. 

See CANVASSING VOTES. 
Cbange. 

When prohibited, 13·11·1.5·32. 
Combination of precincts after primary 

election, 13·11-1.5·12. 
Committeemen. 

Precinct committees generally. 
See PARTIES. 

Qualifications for office, §3-8·1·32. 
County executive. 

Establishment, §3-11·1.5-2. 
County esecutive's responsibility. 

Delegation, 13-11·1.5-36. 
Definitions, f3-5-2-40. 

Establishing a precinct. §3-11·1.5·1-
Election officers. 

Generally. 
See ELECTION OFFICIALS. 

Eligibility to vote in precinct of former 
residence. 

Affidavit. 
Contents, 13·74.5·5. 
Copy, §3·7·4.5-8. 
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PRECINCTS--Cont'd 
EJJaibillty to vote in precinct of former 

realdence-Cont'd 
Amdavit-Cont'd 

Execution, 13-7-4.5-7. 
Presentation, f3·7-4.5·8. 
Request for transfer of penon'! 

registration, 13-7-4.5·6, 
Required, f3-7-4.5-4. 

Applicability of chapter to genel'lll, 
municipal, primary, school diatrict 
and special elections, f3-7-4.5-1. 

Applicability to certain persons, 
13·7-4.5-2. 

Dcfinitiona. 
Precinct of person'a former relidence, 

13-74.6-3. 
Voting in pre<:inct of former reaidence, 

f3-7.4.5-4. 
Eat.obUahmcnt. §3-11·1.5·Z. 

Executive director. 
Approval of proposed establishment 

order, 13-11-1.5-18, 
Determination of noncompliance with 

chapter. 13·11-1.5·19. 
Legal descriptions in proposed order, 

13-11-L5-16. 
Order. 

Amendment ofpropo&ed order, 
f3·11-1.5·20. 

Exemption from boundary 
standards,63-11-1.5-20.5. 

Approval by executive director, 
f3-11-1.5-18. 

Approval by state board, 13·11·1.5·24. 
Contents o( notiee, 13·11·1.5·28. 
Filing copy of notice with executive 

director, 13·11·1.5·29. 
Nolice to county executive, 

. §3·11·1.5·26. 
Publication, §3·11-1.5·27. 

Contenta of propo!iOO order, 
§3·11·1.5·15. 

Effective date, 13·11·1.5.24. 
Notification of county executive, 

13·11·1.5·26. 
Periods during which order may not 

become effective, 13.11·1.6·25. 
Examination of proposed order, 

§3·11·1.5·17. 
Filing copy with circuit court clerk or 

board of registration, 
§3·11·1.5·29. 

Filing copy with ex.ecutive director, 
13·11·1.5-23. 

IlIIIuanee, §3·11·1.5·22. 
Legal descriptions, §3·11·1.5·16. 
Noncompliance with chapter, 

13-11·1.5·19. 
Submission of proposed precinct 

establish-ment order, 13.11·1.5-14. 
Action on proposed order, 

§3·ll·1.5·31. 
Contents ofpropo!iOO order, 

13·11·1.5·15. 
Precinct crossing city boundary, 

13·11·1.5·30. 
Resubmission, 13·11·1.5·21. 

Precinct crossing city boundary. 
Submission o( proposed precinct 

establishment onier, 13·11·1.5-30. 
Action on order, 13·11·1.5-31. 

Submission of proposed precinct 
establishment order, 13·11·1.5-14. 

Contents of proposed order, 
§3·11·1.5·15. 

Precinct crossing city boundary, 
13·11·1.5·30. 

Action on order, 13.11·1.5·31. 
Resubmission, 13·11·1.5·21, 

Former relridence. 
Eligibility to vote in precinct of fonner. 

See within this h-eading, 
"Eligibility to vote in precinct 
of fonner residence.~ 

Inclusion of territory not included in 
precinct, §3·11·1.5·6. 

Maximum number of voters, 13·11.1.5·3. 
Waiver of requirements, ~3.11-1.5·3.2. 

Municipal bound ariel, 
Ex.tension, 13·11·1.5-33. 

INDEX 

PRECINCTS-Cont'd 
Names. 

Renaming,I3-U.l.5·34. 
Number of voters. 13·11·1.5-3. 

Waiver o( requirements, §3·11·1.5-3.2. 
Numbers, 

Renumbering, §3·11·1.5-34. 
Orders, 

Establish-ment. 
Generally. See within this heading, 

"Establishment." 
Polls. 

See POLI...S. 
Precinct committees, 

Generally. 
See PARTIES. 

Precinct election board.& 
See PRECINCT ELECTION BOARDS. 

Renaminll or renumberinll, §3·11·1.5·34. 
State election board, 

Establishment. 
Order. 

Approval by state board, See within 
this heading, "Establishmenl." 

Territory included in more thun one 
precinct. 63·11·1.5-7. 

Unauthorized persons enterinll into or 
remaining near polLs, 13·14·3·15. 

Uniformity of precincts. 
Establishment for general or municipal 

election following primary election, 
13·11·1.5.11. 

University campu/ll!l. 13·11·1.5·3.5. 
Voter voting outside precinct or 

residence, 13·14·2·11. 
VoUnll place of elector. 

Precinct of residenee, 13·11-8·2. 

PRESIDENTIAL AND VICE. 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 

Assembly of presidential electors, 
f§3·10·4·7,3·104-8. 

Ballots. 
Certified list of candidates. 

Ballot preparation. 13·8·3·8. 
Devices, title and names of nominCl!ll. 

Order on ballot, 13·10-4-3. 
Infonnation to be placed on ballot. ballot 

cani or ballot label, 13·10-4·2. 
Names of nominees to appear on ballot, 

63·10-4·1. 
Order of nominees, 13·10-4·2. 
Preparation by state election board, 

13·11·2·1. 
Request for ballot placement, §3.8·3·1. 

Cancellatiun of registration, 
Non·voten in IWlt two yean. 

Appropriation by county fiscal body, 
13·7·9·5.5. 

Notice to. 
Appropriations for expenses, 

13·7·9-5.5. 
Candidates. 

Generally. 
See CANDIDATES. 

Canvass of votes, §3·104-4. 
Certification or nominees, 13·104·5. 

Successor nominees, f3·10·4·6. 
Electors, 

Assembly o( presidential electon, 
63·10-4·7. 

Failure to appear at assembly, 
13·10-4-8. 

Counting, canvassing and certifying 
votes, 13·10-44. 

Election yean, 13·10·2·3. 
Qualifications, 13·8·1--6. 
Vote, 13·10-4·9. 
Vote~ ~ast and counted as electors as a 

group, 13·10-4-4. 
National conventions, 

Delegates and alternates, §3·8·3.11. 
First ballot voting, 13-8-3·11. 

Transfer of registration, 
Forms. 

Procedure on receipt of transfer form, 
13·7·8-11. 

Procedure on reeeipt of transfer form, 
§3.7·8-11. 

Voting procedures. 
Affidavits, fonn and records, §§3·7·4·4, 

3·7-4·7. 
Applicability. §3·7·4·1. 

PRESIDENTIAL AND VICE· 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 
-Cont'd 

Voting procedure_Cont'd 
Eligibility for voting, 13·7..f·2. 

Affidavit of eligibility, 
Contents, 13·74·5. 
Fonn, 13·7-4.7. 

Execution of affidavit of eligibility, 
13·7 ... ·3. 

Write-in candidate •. 
Ballots. 

Placement of names, 13·10-4.1. 
Certification of nominees. 

Candidates (or presidential electon for 
write·in candidate, f3·1().4·5. 

PRIMARY ELECTIONS. 
Applicability of chapter, f3·10·1·1. 
Applicabllitf of title, 13·5·1·2. 
Ballots. 

Alphabetical and numerical listing of 
candidates.13·IO-I·IS. 

Ballot cards. 
Mutilated and unvoted ballot cards. 

Sealing and bagging, 13·10·1-30. 
Use of ballot card voting IIYlltem, 

13·10·1.23. 
Voting with, f§3·10·1·25, 3·10-1·28.5. 

Ballot labels. 
Color, 13·10·1·17, 

Candidates limited to one party, 
13·10·1-15. 

Color, 13·10-1·13. 
County to furnish, 13·10·1·12. 
Delivery to inapector, 13·10-1,26. 
Deposit in ballot boxes, 63·10·1·26. 
Distribution.13·l().l·25. 
Folding, 13·10·1·26. 
Forms, 13·10·1·19. 
Grouping of candidates, f§3·10.1·14, 

3·10·1·15. 
Marking, §3·10·1_25. 
Mutilated and unvoted ballots. 

Sealing and bagging, 13·10·1·30. 
Nicknames, 13·10-1·14. 
Numben, 63·10·1·12, 
One ticket per party, 13·10-1·13. 
Order of offices and public qUestiODll, 

§3·l0-1·19. 
Alteration, f3·10·1·19.5, 

Paper, §3·1O·1·13. 
Party device or dCBignation, 13·10·1.17. 
Random listing of candidates, §3·10·1·18. 
Rotation of candidates' names, §3·1O·1·20. 
Sample ballot, 13·10·1·21. 
Sealing and bagging, §3·10·1-30, 

Delivery to circuit court clerk, 
13·10·1·31. 

Retention, 13·10·1.31. 
Separate ticket for each party, 13·10-1·15. 
Sets of ballots required. 13·lO-I·20. 
Size, §3·10·1·13. 
Titles prohibited, 13·10·1·14. 
Voting machincs, ballot card and 

electronic voting syswffiII. 
Supplementation by paper ballots, 

13·10·1·23. 
Use, 13·11·13-3. 

Candidate •. 
Declaration of candidacy. See within this 

heading, "Declaration of candidacy." 
Number of votes per office, 13·10·1-16. 
Selection, 13·10-14. 

Canvass of votes. 
Election return, 13·10·1·29. 
Federal, state and legislative offices and 

local offices in multiple counties, 
13·10·1·34. 

Report of votes (or candidates not wholly 
within county, 13·10-1·33. 

Tally sheets, f3·10-1·29. 
Challenge of voter identity, f3·IO-l·24.5. 
Date, §3·10-103. 

Precinct committeemen elections, 
13-10-1·4,5. 

Declaration of candidacy. 
Applicability of chapter, f3·8·2.1. 
Certified list of candidate!. 13-8·2·17. 

Public notice of candidates. date of 
election and poll houn, §3·8·2·19. 



PRIMARY ELECTIONS-Cont'd 
DeclaratioD of candidacy-Cont'd 

Challenges. 
Declarations questioned by circuit 

court clerk, §3-8-2-18. 
Determination, 13·8-2-14. 
Listing of questioned candidates, 

§3-8-2-13. 
Referral, §3-8-2-14. 

Declaring for multiple offices. 
Certain candidates restricted from, 

13-8-2-15. 
Exceptions, 13-8-2·15. 

Execution, 13-8-24. 
Filing, 13-8-2-2. 

Confirmation, 13-8-2-12. 
Precinct committeemen, 13-B-2-3. 
Presidential elector:!!, §3-8-2-3. 
When to be filed, §§3-8-~4, 3-8-2-11. 

Fonn, 13-8-2-7. 
Limited to declaring for one party, 

13-8-2-16. 
Mailing, 13-8-2-11. 
Public: listing of candidates, 13-8-2-13. 

Certified list of declared candidates, 
§3_B_2_17. 

Listing of questioned c:nndidates, 
13-8-2-13. 

Removal of ineligible candidate from 
ballot, 13-8-2-23. 

Filling vacancy, 13-8-2-23. 
State convention delegates, '3-B-2-3. 
Telegraphing prohibited, '3-8·2-11. 
Voter petitions, 13-B-2-8. 

Candidates who must file, 13-8-2-B. 
Certification of signatures, 13-B-2-9. 
Contents, §3-8-2-9. 
Submission, §3-8-2-10. 

Who to be filed with. 
Federal, state, legislative or local 

judiciaJ office, 13-8-2·5. 
Local offices. precinct committeemen 

and state convention delegates, 
§3-8-2-6. 

Withdrawal, §3-B-2-2.7. 
Election official's duties, 13·B-2-21. 
Filing of statement by candidate, 

13-8-2-20. 
Nominations by parties, 13-8-2-22. 
No remaining candidates, §3-8-2·22. 

Write-in c:andidates, 13-8-2-2.5. 
Delegates to lltate convention. 

Selection, §3-10-14. 
Eligibility of voters, §3-1O-1-6. 

Registration record and computerized 
voting lists. 

Evidence of voter's eligibility, 
§3·10-1-7. 

Eligibility to vote in precinct of former 
resideDce, §3-74.5·1. 

Equipment, 13-10-1·11. 
Notices. 

Publication, §3-10-1-35. 
Number of votes per office, §3-10-1-16. 

Marion superior court judges, 13_10_1_16. 
Party identification cards. 

Construction, §3-1O-1-2B. 
Counting, 13-10-1-28. 
Depositing, f3-10-1-28. 
Receipt and relinquishment of, 

§3·10-1-27. 
Petitions. 

Declaration of candidacy. 
Voter petitions. 

Generally. See within this heading, 
"Declaration of candidacy." 

Precinct committeemen. 
Date of election, §3-10·1--4.5. 

PrelrideDtiai elections. 
Certification of results, 13·8-3-10. 
Transmittal of returns, §3-8-3-9. 

QualiftcatioDli of voters, 13·10-1-6. 
Registration record and computerized 

voting lists. 
Evidence of voter's eligibility, 

13_10-1_7. 
Registration of voters. 

Computerized voting lists. 
Evidence of voter's eligibility, 

13_10-1_7. 
Voters not appearing therein, 

13_10-1-8. 

INDEX 

PRIMARY ELECTIONS-Cont'd 
Registration of voters-Cont'd 

-""-Evidence of voter's eligibility, 13·10-1-7. 
Voters not appearing therein, 13·l0-l-B. 

Required. 
When required, §3-10-1-2. 

Returna. 
Containing complete count, 13-10-1-32. 

Sla .... 
False or fraudulent slates, 13-14-1·2. 

Suppliea. 13-10-1-11. 
Time, 13·10-1-3. 
Uncontested offices, 13-10-1-5. 
Voter challenges, §3-10-1-9. 

Persons authorized to make, §3·10-1-10. 
Voter lIign-in at polls., 13-10-1-24. 
Voting machines, ballot card and 

electronic voting lIystems. 
Counties with cities. 

Use where adaptable, 13_10-1_23. 
Receipt and relinquishment of party 

identification cards, 13-10-1-27. 
Setting of machines, 13-10-1-27. 
Supplemental paper ballots, 13-10-1-23. 

Voting methods, §3-1O·I-ll. 
When required, §3-10-1-2. 

PRISONS AND PRISONERS. 
Disfranchised,13-7-1·15. 

Exceptions, 13-7-1-15. 
Sentencing. 

See SENTENCING. 

PROBATE COURTS. 
Judgell. 

Election years, f3·10-2-11. 
Qualifications, §3-8-1-17. 

PROBATION. 
FeloDY· 

Suspension of sentence for, 135-50-2-2. 
Misdemeanor. 

Suspension of sentence for, 135-50-3-1. 
Suspension of sentence for felony, 

135·50-2-2. 
Suspension of lIentence for 

misdemeanor, 135-50-3-1. 

PROFITEERING. 
Misuse of voter information, 13·14-6-2. 
Providing voter information for 

prohibited use, 13-14-6-1. 

PROSECUTING ATI'ORNEYS. 
Bonds, surety, §5-4-1·20. 
County election boards. 

Violations of title. 
Civil actions by prosecuting attorneys, 

13-6-5-32. 
Referral of matters to prosecuting 

attorneys, 13-6-5-31. 
Election years, §3-10-2-12. 
Impeachment. 

Removal,I5-8-1-19. 
Fiiling vacancies, 15-8-1-19. 

Oath of office, §5--4-1·1. 
Certified copy. 

Where deposited, §5--4·1--4. 
Recordation, 15-4--1·2. 

Pro8eCutiOn of title violationa. 13-14-5-4. 
QuallficatioDll, 13-8-1-19. 
Vacancies in office, §3-13-6-2. 

PUBLICATION. 
Unattributed publications. 

Prohibited acts, §3-14-1-4. 

PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES. 
Alcobolic beverages. 

Removal for intoxication during business 
hours, 15--8-2-1. 

Bonds, lIurety. 
Approval, 15-4--1-8. 
Blanket bonds, 15-4-1-15.1. 
Copies. 

Certified copies, 15--4-1-7. 
Evidence, §5-4-1-14. 

Defective bonds valid, 15--4-1-12. 
Definitions, 15-4-1-5.1. 
Execution by principal and one or more 

sureties, 15--4-1-13. 
Failure to give bond, 15-4-1·9. 
Filing. 

Required, 15-4-1-5.1. 
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PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPWYEES 
-Cont'd 

Bonds, lIurety-Cont'd 
Filing-Cont'd 

Where filed. 
Bond of secretary of state, 15--4-1·6. 

Individual or blanket bond for state 
employees, §5-4_1_15.1. 

Individual surety bonds. 15-4--1-IB. 
Payment. 

To whom payable, 15--4-1·10. 
Recovery on bond. 

Several recoveries, 15--4-1-11. 
Scope of bonds, §5--4·1-19. 

CommissiollB of officers. 
Oath of office. 

Indorsement on commi8llion, 15-4-1·2. 
Dismissal 

Intoxication during business hours, 
15--8-2-1. 

DrunkeDDeB8. 
Removal for intoxication during business 

hours, 15-8-2-1. 
Felonies. 

Conviction of felony. 
Removal from office, 15-B-l·37. 

Notice, 
Resignation. 

Officers required to give notic:e, 
15-8-3.5-1. 

Oath of office. 
Administration by county auditor or one 

of his deputies, §5-4-1·1.1. 
Certificate of election. 

Indorsement on certificate, 15--4-1·2. 
Commission of officers. 

Indorsement on commission, 15-4-1·2. 
Copy. 

Where deposited, 15--4·1--4. 
Failure to tak.e oath, 15--4·1-1.2. 
General assembly, §5--4·1-3. 
Governor, 15--4-1-3. 
Lieutenant governor, §5--4-1-3. 
Required, U5--4-1-!, 5--4·1·1.1. 
Where copy deposited, 15-4·1--4. 

Reaignation. 
Conditions. 

Null and void, §5-8-4-2. 
Notice. 

Officers required to give notice, 
§5-8·3.5-1. 

Withdrawal of resignation. 
Approval required, §5-B--4·1. 

Selective service acL 
Disqualification by violation, §5-8-3.1. 

Appointment or election of disqualified 
person void, 15-8-3·2. 

United States laws. 
Disqualification by violation, 15-8-3-1. 

Appointment or election of disqualified 
person void, §5-8-3-2. 

Vacancies in office. 
Conviction of felony. 

Filling vacancy, 15-8-1-37. 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS. 
Ballots. 

Appearance on ballot, 13·10-3-2. 
Form. 13-11-2·15. 

CertificatioD, §3-1O-3-1. 
Defined,13·5-2-41. 
Local public questions, 

Applicability of chapter, §3-1O·9-1. 
Ballots. 

Placing question on ballot, 13-10-9-2. 
Certification, 13·10-9-3. 
Fonn, 13-10-9--4. 
Petition. 

Stating day of election, 13-10-9-6. 
Placing question on ballot, 13.10-9-2. 
Statutory authorization required, 

13-10·9-5. 
Notice, 13·10-3-1. 
Recounts, U3-12-12-1 to 3-12-12-26. 

See RECOUNTS. 
Tie vote, 13·12·9-7. 
Voten not voting, §3_10-3_2. 
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QUAUFICATIONS OF VOTERS, Canst. 
Ind., Art. 2. f2. 

Candidates. 
See CANDIDATES. 

RECORDATION. 
Oaths. 

R 

Pro&ccuting attomey'& oath, 154.1-2. 
Pf'OlICCuting attomey's oath. 15-4·}·2. 

RECOUNTS. 
AppeDbi. 

Certificates of account, 13·12-6-22.5, 
Public questions. 

Circuit courts, §3·12·12·21. 
8allot cards, 13-12-3-1. 

Putition for manual count. 13-12-6-21.5. 
Withdrawal of petition, 13·12·6·21.5. 

Bonds, surety. 
Cross-petition, 13-12-6-11. 
Payment of 008t, 13-12·6-10. 

Cllndidatc entitled to recount, 13-12-11-1. 
Callh deposits. 

Cross'petition, §§3-12-6-11, 3-12·11-11. 
Payment of cost, §§3·12·6-10. 3·12·11-10. 

Ccrtifh:otes of election. 
Entitlement to, §§3-12-6·:lZ, 3·12-ll-24. 
luuance.13.12-6-32. 

Certificates of recounL 
Appeals, 13-12-6-22.5. 
Contents, U3-12-Il-18, 3.12-6·22. 
Effect. 13·12-6-23. 
Evidentiary value of certified copies of 

recount certificate, 13.12·11·19. 
Finality of determination of commission, 

§3·12·6·22.5. 
Legislative offices, §3·12·11·21. 
Not determinative of eligibility of 

candidate for office, §3·12·tl·22. 
Offices of governor and lieutenant 

governor. 
Transmission of certified statements of 

results, 13·12·11·20. 
Prevailing recount certificate, 

13·12·11·19. 
Public questions. See within this heading, 

"Public questions." 
Circuit court clerk's vote Cf)unt 

certificates, 
Local and school board offices. 

Multiple counties, §3·12·6·27. 
Tabulation and retabulation of votes 

by secretary of state, 
§3·12-6-29. 

Transmitta1 to secretary of state, 
§3·12·6-28. 

One county, §3·12·6-30. 
Transmittal to election officials, 

§3·12·6·31. 
Commi8sion, 

Chairman, §3·12·10·2. 
Compensation, §3·12·10·3. 
Convening, §3·12·U·17. 
Dulie!, §3·12·104. 
Election·related court action stayed, 

13-12·10-17. 
Established, §3-12·10-1. 
Expenses. 

Commission determination of 
chargeable expenses, 13·12·10·15. 

Payment of expen!leS of recount or 
contest, §3·12·10·12. 

Reimbursement of commission 
expenses by candidate filing 
petition, §§3·l2·10·13, 3·12·10·14. 

fWimbursement to agency or office 
carrying out responsibilities of 
commission, §3·12·10·11. 

Facilitie!. 
Assignment, 13·12·10-10. 

Inapplicability of IC 4·21.5, 13·12·10·16. 
Judicial review of final determinations, 

§3·12·10·1B. 
Local and school board elections. See 

within this headif)g, "Local recount 
commission 

Membership, §3·12·1O·2. 

INDEX 

RECOUNTS-Cont'd 
Commission-Cont'd 

Powers, §3·12·10·5. 
Delegation, §3·12·10-7. 
Impoundment of election materials, 

13·12·11·6. 
Without filing of petition, §3·12·1O·6. 

Public questions. 
Recount commission. See within this 

heading, "Public questions." 
Recount di~tor, 13·12·10·2.5. 
Rules. 

Applicability, 13·12·10·5. 
StalT. 

Assignment, §3·12·10·10. 
State board of accounts to conduct 

proceooings, §3·12-1O-8. 
State police department. 

Duties, §3·12·10·9. 
Use of authorized copy of election 

material, §3-12·10·5.5. 
Commission (or office, 

Entitlement to, §i3·12·6-32, 3·12·11·24. 
Consolidated recount, §§3·12·6-15, 

3·12·11·13. 
Cost. 

Bonds, surety, §§3·12·6·1O, 3·12·6·11. 
Cash deposits, §l3·12-6·10, 3·12·6·11, 

3.12·11-10,3·12·11·11. 
Payment, §3·12·6·12. 
What if)eluded in, §3·12·6·1O. 

Director, §3·12·1O·2.5. 
Federal, IItnte nnd legislative officell, 

U3·12·11·1 to 3-12·11·25. 
Impoundment o( voting materials and 

equipment, §f3·12·6-19, 3·12·11·16. 
Judge. 

Disqualification of interested judgl~, 
§3·12·6·9.5. 

Local and school board offices, §§3·12·6·1 
to 3·12·6·33. 

Local recount commission. 
Appointment, §3·12·6·14. 
Compensation, 13·12·6·17. 
Composition, §3·12·6·16. 

Location, U3·12·6·21, 3·12·11·17. 
Media. 

fWpresentatives may attend recount, 
*13·12·6-21,3-12·11·17. 

Ordering recounts, §§3·12·6·14, 3.12.11·12. 
Consolidated petition, §§3·12·6-5, 

3·12·11·13. 
Cross.potition, §§3·12·6·15, 3·12·11·12. 
Notice to opposing candidnte, §§:J·12·6.18, 

3·12·11.15. 
Petitions for recount. 

Amendments, §§3·12·6-7, 3·12·11·7. 
Answers. 

Failure to file, §§3-12-6-5, 3·12·11.5. 
Consolidation of petitions, §3·12·6·8. 
Content, §§3·12.6-3, 3·12·11-3. 
Cross.petitions, §§3·12-6-4, 3·12·11-4. 

Amef)dment, §§3·12·6·7, 3·12·11·7. 
Contents, §f3·12·6·6, 3·12·11·6. 
~'ailure to file, §§3·12·6·5, 3·12·11·5. 

Failure w cross·petition or answer, 
n:J·12·6·5,3·12·11·5. 

Filing, §§3·12-6·2, 3·12·11·2. 
Granting, §§3·12-6·14, 3·12·11-12. 
Joint submission by two or more 

caf)didat.es, §§3·12·6-8, 3·12·11·8. 
Judge. 

Disqualification of interested judge, 
§3·12·6·9.5. 

Manual recount, §3·12·1I·17.5. 
Notice to opposing candidntes, §§3·12·6·9, 

3.12·11·9. 
Public questions. See within this heading, 

~Public questions." 
Required, §§3·12·6·2, 3·12·11·2. 
Time, §§3·12-6·2, 3·12·11·2. 

Preeincl.ll encompassed in ret!ount. 
13·12·11.14. 

Pu blic qUClitions. 
Appeals. 

Circuit courts, §3·12·12·21. 
Ballota, voting machines and electronic 

voting ~Y!ltems. 
Impoundment and protection, 

§3·12·12·14. 

RECOUN'I'S-Cont'd 
Public que8tions-Cont'd 

Certificates of recount, §3·12·12·19. 
SUpersedC3 previous returns, 

§3·12·12·20. 
Transmittal to secretary of state, 

§3·12·12·23. 
Two or more counties, §3·12·12·22. 
Votes in one county, 13·12·12·25. 

Circuit court. 
Appeals to court, 13·12·12-21. 

Copies of election material. 
Use, 13-12·12·15. 

Election material. 
Availability to commilllion, 

13·12-12·16. 
Copies, §3-12-12-15. 

Local public question. 
Transmittal of single county correction 

certificate, 13·12·12·26. 
Location of recount, 13·12·12·17. 
Manual counting requcst, §3·12·12·18. 
Media. 

Representatives may attend, 
13·12·12·17. 

Orders, 13·12·12'9. 
Certified copy of order, 13-12·12·13. 
Consolidated recount order, 

§3·12·12-1O. 
Superseding orders. §3·12·12_14. 

Petitions for recount. 
Cash deposit or bond, §3·12·12·5. 

Failure to make cash deposit, 
13.12·12-6. 

Contents, 13·12·12·3. 
Filing, 13·12·12·2. 
From two or more counties, 

13·12·12·8. 
Signatures, 13·12·12-4. 
Two or more petitions in one county, 

§3·12·12·7. 
Right to recount, §3·12·12-L 
Voter entitlemef)t to recount, §3·12·12·1. 
Watcher, §3·12·12·17. 

Recount commission, 13·12·12·9. 
Compensation, §3·12·12·12. 
Composition, f3·12·12·11. 
Qualification of member1l, 13·12·12·11. 

Right to recount, 13·12·6·1. 
State police department. 

Duties, 13-12·10·9. 
Tie votes, 13·12·9.6. 
Vacation or office, 13·12·6-33. 
Vote tabulation. 

Federal office or staw office other than 
governor and lieutenant governor, 
§3·12·11·23. 

Voting materials and equipment. 
Impounding, §3·12·6-19. 
Making available to recount and contest 

commissions, 13.12-6-20. 
Use of authorized eh.oction materials, 

13·12·6-J9.5. 
Watchenl (or candidates, f§3·12·6-21, 

3·12·11-17. 

REGISTRATION 01>' VOTERS. 
Absentee registration. 

Affidavita or forms. 
Duties of circuit court clerk upon 

receipt, f3·7·5.1·10. 
Counties where there is a board of 

registration, f3·7·5.1·11. 
Duties of secretary of 6tate upon 

receipt, 13·7·5.1·9. 
Execution, §3·7-5.l·4. 
Execution by voter1l confined to home 

or hospital, §3·7·5.1·6. 
Procellling, §3·7·5.1·12. 
Statement required before voter 

signature line, §3-7·5.1·2. 
Voters confined to home or hospital, 

13·7·5.1-3. 
Execution of affidavit or form, 

13·7·5.1·6. 
When signature in presence of 

authorized pel"!lOn not required, 
13·7·5.1·5. 

Applicability of article, §3· 7.5.1-1. 
Duties of board of registration upon 

receipt of application, §§3. 7.5.1·7, 
3·7·5.1·8. 



REGISTRATION OF VOTERS-Cont'd 
Ab8entee registration-Cont'd 

Duties of circuit court derk upon receipt 
of affidavits or forms, §3-7-5.1-1O. 

Counties where there is a board of 
registration, §3-7 -5.1-1 L 

Duties of circuit court derk upon receipt 
of application, §3-7-5.1-7. 

Duties of secretary of state upon receipt 
of affidavit or forms; §3-7-5.1-9. 

Fonns, §3-7-3-S. 
Signatures, §3-7-3-11. 

Affidavit of registration. 
Adequate supplies, §3-7-3-8. 
Binders or card files. 

Arrangement of affidavits in, §3-7-7-7. 
Blank affidavits. 

Mutilated and unusable blanks, §3-7-3·19. 
Numbering, §3-7-3-1S. 
Responsibilities of deputy registration 

officers, §3-7-3-18. 
Cancellation. 

Notations on affidavits, §3-7-9-20. 
Upon return of voter registration 

receipts, §3-7-3-14. 
Completion, 63-7-3-22. 
Custody of originals, 13-7-7-6_ 
Destruction of or failure to file executed 

affidavit, 63-14-2-5. 
Execution, §§3-7-3-8, 3-7-3-23. 
Filing, §3-7-3-24. 

Failure to file. 
Vote fraud, §3-7-3-24. 

Filing of originals and duplicates. 
Voters inside municipalities, 13-7-7-4. 
Voters outside municipalities, 13-7-7-5. 

Memoranda. See within this heading, 
"Memoranda of affidavits of 
registration or transfers." 

Signatures, U3-7-3-11, 3-7·3-23. 
Stamping or marking after voting, 

13-11-8-28. 
Subscribing with knowledge of 

application's falsity, 13-14-2-3. 
Writing name of voter without personal 

knowledge of name, §3-14-2-1. 
Age, 13-7-1-1. 
Appearance of name in registration 

record. 
Certificate of eITOr for voters not in 

record, 13-7-3-6_ 
Right to vote, 13-7-3-6. 

Blanks. 
Comparison of blanks with voter 

registration records, §3-7-2·18. 
Boards of registration. 

Appointment, 13-7-2-5. 
Assistants. 

Compensation, §3-7-2-21. 
Employment, 13-7-2-21. 

Authority to execute affidavits and forms 
and take acknowledgments, 13_7_2_17. 

Change in voter address. 
Duties of clerk or board, §3-7-S-21. 

Chief clerks. 
Lake county, 13-7-2-20. 
Marion county, §3-7-2-20. 

Combined county election board and 
board of registration, 113-6-5.2-1 to 
3-6-5.2-7. 

See COMBINED COUNTY ELECTION 
BOARD AND BOARD OF 
REGISTRATION. 

Composition, §3.7-2-5. 
Custody of registration facilities, records, 

equipment, fonns and supplies, 
13-7-2-22. 

Establishment. 
Counties with population of lesa than 

125,000, §3-7-2-3. 
Counties with population of 125,000 or 

more, 13-7-2-2. 
Improperly completed registration fonn. 

Duties of clerk or board, §3-7-3-12.5. 
Incumbent registration officers. 

Service until board members appointed 
and qualified, §3-7-2-8. 

Membership, §3-7-2-5. 
Oaths, 13-7-2-7. 
Office space, §3-7·2-23. 
Qualifications of members, §3-7-2-5. 
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Referral of matters to election board, 
13-7-2-4. 

Salaries, §3-7-2-9. 
Seal, §3-7·2-24. 
Service at pleasure of county political 

party chainnan, §3-7-2-6. 
State election board. 

Instructional meetings for board of 
registration members, §3-6-4-15. 

Compensation of members attending 
meetings, §3-6-4_16. 

Statewide voter registration file. See 
within this heading, "Statewide 
voter registration file." 

Substation registration boards, 13-7-2-14. 
TenIllJ of office, 13-7-2_5. 
Vacancies in office, 13_7_2_6. 

CanceUation of registration. 
Affidavit of circuit court clerk or board of 

registration,13-7-9-S. 
Burial pennits. 

Cancellation and purge of registration 
of deceased persons, 13-7-9-10. 

Reports to election officials, 13-7-9-9. 
Challenge of voters. See within this 

heading, "Challenge of voters.~ 
Death. 

Cancellation and purge of registration 
of deceased persons, 13-7·9-10. 

Reports to election officials, 13-7-9-9. 
Disfranchised voters. 

Notice of cancellation to, 13-7-9-11. 
Lists, §3-7-9-21. 

List of voters not seeking 
reinstatement, 13-7-9-8. 

Non_voters in last four years. 
Application for reinstatement. 

Acknowledgment of receipt, 
§3-7-9-4. 

Fonn, 13-7-9-3. 
Voting records notation, §3-7-9-4. 

Determination, 13-7-9·1. 
Form of, 13-7-9-3. 
Notice to, §3-7-9-2. 

Notations on affidavits and forms of 
registration, §3_7_9-20. 

Registration after cancellation, 13-7_9_6. 
Military personnel, 13-7-9-7. 

Voter's authorization, §3-7-9-12. 
When cancelled, 13-7-9-5. 

Cancellation of registration In former 
residence, §§3-7-8-11.5, 3-7-8-11.7. 

Challenge of voters.. 
Affidavits by another voter. 

Contents, f3-7-9-13. 
Filing, 13-7-9-13_ 

Cancelled registration affidavit, §3-7·9·15. 
Duties of challenged voter, fa-7-9-14. 
Notification of challenged voter, 

§3-7·9-14. 
Qualification at election of voter 

challenged, §3-7-9-16. 
Change of name, §3-7-3-25. 
Clrcuit court clerks. 

Authority to execute affidavits and forms 
and take acknowledgments, 
13-7-2-17. 

Change in voter address. 
Duties of clerk or board. 13-7-8-21. 

Compensation, §3-7-2-1O. 
Counties without boards of registration. 

Clerk as ex officio registration officer, 
§3-7-2-1. 

Duty to obtain voter infonnation, 
13-7-7.5-12. 

Improperly completed registration fonn. 
Duties of clerk or board, §3-7-3-12.5. 

Statewide voter registration file. See 
within this heading, "Statewide 
voter registration file." 

Cidunship requirement. 13-7-1-1. 
Computerized voting systems. 

Procurement and return of certain 
materials by inspector, 63-7-7-11. 

Confidentiality of information. 
List of registered voters. 

Disclosure and use of infonnation in, 
§3-7-7-1O.5. 

Statewide voter registration file. 
Disclosure of infonnation. §3-7-7.5-7. 
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Convenient locations, 13-7-3-20. 
Deputy registration officers. 

Appointment, 13-7-2-12. 
Certificate of appointment, 13-7-2-15. 
Other officers, 13·7·2-14. 

Authority to execute affidavits and fonns 
and take acknowledgments, 
13-7-2-17. 

Board of registration. 
Supervision by, 13-7-2-16. 

Cancellation of appointment, 13-7-2-13. 
Circuit court derk. 

Supervision, 13-7-2-16. 
Ex officio officer, f3-7_2_11. 
Individuals who registered to vote befnre, 

13-7-3-5.5. 
List of deputy registration officers, 

13-7-2-15. 
Number, 13-7-2·12. 
Removal. 

Failure to deliver registration 
affidavits to proper officer, 
§3-7·2-12. 

Residency requirements, 13-7-2-12. 
Supplies, §3-7-2-19. 
Term of office, 13-7-2-12. 
Vacancies in office. 

Filling. §§3·7-2-12, 3-7-2-13. 
Education. 

School corporatiolUJ. 
Registering eligible students in public 

8eCOnclary schools, §3-7-3-26. 
Eligibility to vote when under IS. 

Notations required on registration 
records, 13-7-3·27. 

Equipment. 
Custody, §3-7-2·22. 

Errors. 
Certificate of error for voters not in 

record,13-7-3-6. 
Execution, 13-7-3-7. 
Transmittal of copies, 13-7-3-7. 

Forms, §3-7-3-9. 
Absentee registration. 

Signatures, 13-7-3-11_ 
Binders or card files. 

Arrangement of affidavits in, §3-7-7-7. 
Blank fonns. 

Mutilated and unusable fonos, 
§3-7-3_19. 

Numbering, §3-7-3-18. 
Responsibility of deputy registration 

officers, §3-7-3-1S. 
Cancellation of registration. 

Notation on forms of registration, 
§3-7-9-20. 

Custody, 13-7-2-22. 
Custody of original, §3-7-7-6. 

Filing of originals and duplicates. 
Voters inside municipalities, §3-7-7-4. 
Voters outside municipalities, 13-7-7-5. 

Improperly completed registration form. 
Duties of clerk or board, §3-7-3-12.5. 

Modification, §3-7·3·9. 
Nonresidents. 

Receipt of registration forms from, 
13-7-3-12.7. 

Transfer of registration. See within this 
heading, "Transfer of registration." 

Improperly completed registration fonn. 
Duties of clerk or board, 13-7-3-12.5. 

Individuals who registered to vote 
before a deputy registration officer, 
§3_7_3_5.5. 

Ineligible voter. 
Applying for or obtaining registration, 

§3-14·2-2. 
List of registered voters. 

Contents, 13-7-7-9. 
Disclosure and use of infonnation in, 

13-7-7-10.5. 
Distribution to precinct inspectors and 

political party chairman, §3-7-7_1O. 
Preparation, 13-7-7·9. 
Public inspection, §3-7-7-10. 

Location, 13-7-3-20. 
Universities and colleges, §3-7-3-21. 

Memoranda of affidavits of registration 
or transfers, 

Preparation, §3-7-7-1. 
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Memoranda of affidavita of regtslnttiOD 

or (ransfeI'&--Cont'd 
Tlllnsmittal to political party chairman. 

Memoranda executed leu than sixty­
five days prior to election, 
13·7·7-3. 

Memoranda executed sixty-five days 
prior to election, §3·7·7·2. 

Mino .... 
NotatiolUl required on registration 

recorda,13-7-3-27. 
Name cbana'etII, 13·7-3-25. 
Nonrealdenu. 

Rec1!ipt of registration form from, 
13·7·3·12.7. 

Period for registration, 13·7.3·5. 
Permanent registration record, f3·7.3·1. 
Peno8s who must register.Jr transfer, 

13·7·3·5. 
Prim~ electiona. 

When qualifications must be met, 
13·7·1·2. 

Prior law. 
Registn!.tions and traJ1llfel"8 under prior 

law, 13-7-3-4. 
Prohibited act.. 

Misuse of voter infonnation,13·14.Ji.2. 
Providing voter information for prohibited 

UIIe,13·14·6·1. 
Receipt.. 

Cancellation of affidavit of registration 
upon return, 13-7-3-14. 

launnee, 13·7-.3-13. 
Reconll. 

Certificate of error for voters not in 
record,13·7-3-.6. 

Execution, 13·7-3·7. 
Tratlllmittal of copies, 13·7·3·7. 

Custody, 13·7·2·22. 
Electronic data. processing equipment, 

13·7·2·25. 
Municipal registration record, 13·7·7-8. 
PeMlUlnent registration record, 13·7·3·1. 
Pet'lOnJ under 18. 

Notationll required on record. 
13·7-3·27. 

Primary elections. 
Evidence of voter's eligibility, 

13·10-1·7. 
Voters not appearing therein, 

f3·10·1·8. 
Procurement and return by inspectors, 

13·7·7·11. 
Unu8.llble registration recorda, 13·7·3·3. 

Release or removal of registration 
materials from election oMdals' 
oMee, 13-14-2-6. 

Reports to .tate election board, 13·7.7.12. 
Jle.registratioD. 

Destroyed, mutilated and unu8.llble 
registration books, 13·7-3·3. 

When not required, 13·7·3·2, 
Rei!lldency requirements. 

See RESIDENCE, 
School corporations. 

Registering eligible students in public 
secondary IlChools, 13·7-3·26. 

Special elections. 
When qualifications mU3t be met, 

13·7·1·2. 
Special registration for presidential 

elections. 
Affidavits, 13·744. 
Notation of limited voting privileges, 

§3.744. 
Statewide voter registration nIl'. 

Applicability of provisions, 13·7·7,5·1. 
Appropriations, 13·7.7,5·9. 
Boards of registration, 

Duty to provide infoMlUltion, 
U3·7·7.5-3.3·7·7,54. 

Form of information, 13·7·7.5-5. 
Intentional failure of member to 

comply with provisions. 
Infraction, 13·7·7.5·10. 

Reckless failure to comply with 
provisions, §3·144·3.5. 

Circuit court clerks. 
Duty to provide infoMlUltion, 

U3·7·7.5-3.3·7·7.5-4. 
Form of information, 13·7·7.5·5. 
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Statewide voter registration nIe-Cont'd 

Circuit court derk_Cont'd 
Intentional failure to comply with 

provisions. 
Infraction. 13·7·7.5·10, 

Compilation of information, §3·7·7.5.6. 
ComputeriUltion. 

Incentives to computerize, 13·7.7.5·8. 
County officials. 

Recklcsa failure to comply with 
provisiollll, 13-14-4-3.5, 

Development and maintenance by state 
election board, 13-7·7.5-2. 

DiIlCI08ure of information, 13·7·7.5·7, 
Infractions. 

Intentional failure to comply with 
provisions, §3·7·7.5·10. 

Publication of information, 13·7·7.5·6, 
Scope of provisions. 13·7·7.5-1. 
State election board. 

Compilation of information, §3·7·7,5-6. 
Development and maintennnce of Iile. 

13·7·7.5-2. 
Incentives to computerize, 13·7·7.5-8. 

Substations, 13·7·3-20. 
Supplemental voter registration day. 

Authorized, 13·7·6-1. 
Deputy registration officers, §3·7·6·7, 
Districts, 13·7·6-2, 
Facilities. 

Notice of IM!lection to political parties, 
13·7·6-5. 

Selection, 13-7-6-5. 
Hours of registration. §3·7-6-6. 
Notice to political party, 13-7-6-3. 
Notice to public. 13·7-6-9. 
Registration locations, 

Party.recommended location, 13·7.0-4. 
Resolution to conduct day, §3·7·6-3. 
Schedule, f3.7·6·I. 
Where person may register, f3· 7·6-8. 

Supplies, 13·7-3-8. 
Custody, 13·7·2·22, 
Procurement and return by illllpector, 

13·7·7·11. 
Telepbone directory listing, §3·7·2·26, 
Transfer of registration. 

Cancellation of registration in fonner 
residence, U3·7·8·11.5, 3·7-8·11.7. 

Change in precinct boundaries, 
Automatic transfers of registration, 

13·7·8·19. 
Change in voter address. 

Duties of clerk Dr board. §3·7-8·21. 
Comparison of transfer with voter 

registration records, 13·7·2·18, 
County·to-county transfers. 

Cancellation of previous registration, 
13·7-8-12. 

Transfer of authority to cancel, 
13·7·8-14. 

Information concerning prior addreucs. 
§3·7·8·12. 

Forms. 
Blank transfer forms. 

Accountability of deputy 
registration officer, f3·7·8·7. 

Filing. 63·7-8-9. 
Change of residence, §3· 7-8-1. 

Numbering, §3.7-8-6. 
Signature, §3·7-8-5. 
Transfer form, 13·7-8·3. 
Voter's stub, 13·7-8-5. 

Memoranda. See within this heading. 
"Memoranda of affidavits of 
registration or transfers." 

Naming or renaming streets or 
numbering or renumbering lots. 

Reports. 13·7-8·20. 
Reports. 

Precinct boundary changes. 13·7-8·21), 
Trallllfers at polls, 13·7-8-15. 

Effect, 13·7-8·17. 
UIM! of registration ~eipt or stub to 

effectuate transfer, §3·7·8·10. 
When trnnsfers may be made, §3·7·8·2. 

Universities and colleges, §3·7·3·21. 
Voter already registered recklessly 

applylng for or obtaining 
registration, 63·14·24, 

REPORTS. 
Political contributions and espensea. 

See POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
EXPENSES. 

Registration of voters. 
Reports to state election board, f3·7·7·12. 
Transfer of registration. 

Precinct boundary changes, 13·7-8·20, 
Violation ot title, §3·14-6-3, 

RESIDENCE. 
Dermed. §3·7.1.2.2. 
Eft'ect of absence due to state or United 

States governmental business, 
§3·7·1·13. 

Eligibility to vote in precinct ot former 
residence, U3·7-4.5·1 to 3·7-4,5·8. 

See PRECINCTS. 
MentaUy ill. 

Persollll committed to institutions for the 
mentally ill. 13·7·1·14. 

Movement into another lltate or precinet 
with intent to change residence, 
§3·7·1-4. 

Movement into precinct tor temporary 
employment. education or other 
purposcs, 13·7.1·3. 

Movement to another state for indefinite 
time, §3·7·1·5. 

Penon with an immediate ramily, 
13·7·1·6. 

Person with an lmmcdlate fnmny in one 
place and doing busineas in 
another, 13·7·1·7. 

Precinct residence, 13·7.1·2.4. 
Presumptiollll regarding residency in 

p~incts. 13·7·1·2.6. 
Qualifications of voten, Const. Ind., Art. 

2, §2. 
Registration of voters. 

Residency requirement, 13·7·1·1. 
Separate voting residence of married 

person, 13·7·1·8. 
Soldiers, Bellmen and marines, Consl. 

Ind" Art. 2, 13. 
Unmarried penon, 13·7·1·9. 
Veterans' home residence. 13·7·1·12. 
Voter voting outside precinct or 

residence and ~, 13·14·2·11. 
When residence not deemed lost, Const. 

Ind., Art. 2, f4. 

RETURNS. 
Altering. 

Prohibited. §3·14·2·28. 
Primary elections. 

Election returns to contain complete 
count. 63·10·1·32. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS. 
Parties. 

Genernlly. 
See PARTIES, 

SCHOOL BOARDS. 
Contests. 

s 

Local or school board offices. 
Generally. 

See CONTESTS. 
Dermoo, 13-5·2-44. 
Office. 

Defined, 13-5·245. 
School board elections, §§3·9·6·1 to 

3·9·6·5. 
See EDUCATION. 

SCHOOL CORPORATIONS. 
Dermed, 13-5·2-46. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT EL.ECTIONS. 
Applicability of title, 13·5·1·2. 
Defined. §3·5-2-47. 
Eligibility to vote in precinct of former 

residence, 13·7-4,5·1. 

SECRECY OF VOTING. 
Interference with, la.14.3.1L 

SECRETARY OF STATE. 
Bonds, surety. 

Where official bond filed. 15-4·1-.6, 



SECRETARY OF STATE-Cont'd 
Certificates of election. 

Generally. 
See CERTIFICATES OF ELECTION. 

Election yeau, §3·1O·2·7. 

SEDITION. 
Qualifications for bolding office. 

Disqualification by violation of laws of 
United States, §5-S·3·1. 

SENTENCING. 
ControUed lIubstances. 

Habitual controlled substance offenders. 
135·50·2·10. 

Death sentences. §35-50-2-9. 
Definitions. 

Class D felony conviction. 135·50·2·1. 
Felony conviction. 135·50·2-1. 

Minimum sentence. §35·50·2-1. 
Minimum sentence. §35·50·2-1. 

Felonies. 
Class A felonies. §35·50·2·4. 
Class B felonies, §35·50·2·5. 
Class C felonies. §35·50·2·6. 
Class D felonies. 135·50-2-7. 
Conviction. 

"Class D felony conviction" defined. 
435·50-2-1. 

"Felony conviction~ defined. 135-50·2·l. 
Death sentenees. 135-50-2·9. 
Habitual offenders, §35-50·2·S. 

Controlled substance offenders, 
§35·50·2·1O. 

Minimum sentence. 
Defined, §35·50·2-1. 

Murder, 135·50·2-3. 
Death sentence. §§35·50·2·3, 35·50·2·9. 

Age minimum. 135-50·2-3. 
Penalties. 

Class A felonies, 135-50-2-4. 
Class B felonies, 135-50-2-5. 
Class C felonies, §35-50-2-6. 
Class D felonies. §35-50-2-7. 
Murder, §35-50-2-3. 

Suspension of sentence, §35-50-2-2. 
Person with juvenile record, 

§35-50·2·2.1. 
Probation, §35-50-2-2. 

Habitual offenders, §35·50-2-S. 
Controlled substance offenders, 

§35·50·2·10. 
Hearingll. 

Death sentence, §35-50-2-9. 
J"'Y. 

Murder. 
Death sentence. 

Sentencing hearing, §35-50-2·9. 
Minors. 

Death sentence. 
Age minimum, §35-50-2-3. 

Mis<iemflanol'8. 
Class A misdemeanor, §35-50·3-2. 
Class B misdemeanor, §35-50-3-3. 
Class C misdemeanor, §35-50-3-4. 
Suspension of sentence, i35-50-3-1. 

Probation, 135-50-3-1. 
Mitigation of sentence. 

Death sentence. 
Mitigating circumstances. §35-50.2-9. 

Murder, §35-5O·2·3. 
Death sentence, §§3S-50-2-3, 35-50.2-9. 

Age minimum, 135-50-2-3. 
SUllpension of sentence. 

FelonieB, §31i-50-2·2. 
Person with juvenile record, 

135-50-2·2.1. 
Misdemeanors. 13S-S0-3-l. 

SERVICE OF PROCESS. 
County election boards, §3-6-5-28. 
Impeachment. 

Notice of hearing. 
Service on officer, §§5-8-1-4, 5-8-1-5. 

SHERIFFS. 
Election sheriffs. 

See ELECTION OFFICIALS. 
Infractiona. 

Detention of suspect, §34-4·32·2. 
Qualifications, li3-S-1-20. 

INDEX 

SIGNATURES. 
Election ballots. 

Absentee ballots. 
Protested paper ballots, §3·11.5·5-11. 
Signature found genuine, §3-11.5-4-5. 
Signature not genuine, ~3·11.5-4-4. 

SMALL CLAIMS COURTS. 
Constables. 

Election years, §3-10-2-13. 
Qualifications, §3-S-I·31. 

Judges. 
Qualifications of candidate. §3-8·1·30. 

SOUDWASTE. 
Bonds, surety. 

Controller. 
Solid waste management districts, 

§5-4-1-18. 
Solid waste management districts. 

Bonds, surety. 
Controller. 

Individual security bond, ~5·4·1-1S. 
Controller. 

lndlvidual surety bond, §5·4·1-IS. 

SPECIAL ELECTIONS. 
Candidates. 

Nomination, §3-10-8-5. 
Congress. 

Senate. 
Vacancy in office of United States 

senator, 13-10-8-7. 
Contests, §3-12-11-18. 

Elections ordered under contest 
provisions, §3-1O-8-8. 

Local or school board offices, §3-12-8-17. 
Court·ordered spedal elections, §3·10-8-9. 
Eligibility to vote in precinct of former 

residence, 13-74.5-1. 
General election laws. 

Applicability, §3-10-8-S. 
Municipalities. 

Notice, §3-10-8-4. 
Situations requiring special elections, 

13·10-8·1. 
Vacancies in local offices, 13-10-8·2. 
Writ ordering election, §3-10·S·3. 

Political subdivisions. §3-10·8-6. 

STATE AUDITOR. 
Election years, §3-1O-2-7. 

STATE COMMITI'EES. 
See PARTIES. 

STATE CONVENTIONS. 
See CONVENTIONS. 

STATE ELECTION BOARD. 
Absentee voting. 

Ballots. 
Applications. 

Prescribing forms. §3-11-4-5.1. 
Administrative assistants. 

Authority to employ, §3-6-4.18. 
Employment on alternating political 

affiliation method, §3·6·4·20. 
Equal division of political affiliation, 

§3-6-4·19. 
Vacancies in office. 

Submission of replacement by state 
political party chairman, 
§3-6-4-21. 

Employment of person submitted, 
§3-6-4·21. 

Failure of chairman to submit 
replacemcnt, procedure for 
filling vacancy, §3·6-4-22. 

Appointment., §§3-6-4-2, 3-6-4-3. 
Nomination of appointed members by 

state political party chairman, 
§3-6-4-4. 

Bookkeeping and reporting methods. 
Manual of recommended methode, 

§3-9-4-3. 
Budgflts. 

Biennial budget estimates. 
Submission, §3·6-4-24. 

Chairman, §3-6-4·2. 
Call of meeting, §3-6-4-8. 

Failure to call, §3-6-4-9. 
Circuit court clerks. 

Instructional meeting for derks, 
§3-6-4·15. 

Compensation, §3-6-4·7. 

344 

STATE ELECTION BOARD-Cont'd 
Composition. §3·6-4-2. 
County election boards. 

Generally. 
See COUNTY ELECTION BOARDS. 

Instructional meeting for county election 
board, §3-6-4-15. 

Compensation of members attending 
meetings, ~3-6-4·16. 

Submission of deadlock county board 
issue to state board, §3-6-4-14. 

Duties. §3-6-4·12. 
Failure of board to meet and discharge 

duties, §3·6-4-1O. 
Gubernatorial order to discharge duties, 

§3-6-4-10. 
Electronic voting systems. 

Approval required, U3-11-7.5-I, 
3-11-7.5-4. 

Examination by board, §3-11-7.5-6. 
Location of examination, §3-11-7.5-6. 

Request for examination by board, 
§3·11-7.5-2. 

Emergency rules. §3-6-4-12.5. 
Extension of filing period, §3·6-4-12.7. 

Establishment., §3·6-4·1. 
Executive director. 

Appointment, §3·6-4-17. 
Extension of filing period. 

Natural disasters or emergencies, 
§3·6-4·12.7. 

Filling of vacancy. 
Vacancy due to death or disability of 

appointed member, §3-6-4-5. 
Functions, §3-6-4-12. 
Funds. 

EXPflnditures, §3-6-4-24. 
Governor. 

Order to discharge duties, §3-6-4-1O. 
Investigation of administration of 

election laws, §3·6-4-2S. 
Election law violations, §3-64-29. 

Meetings. 
Call of meetings, 13-6-4-8. 

Failure to call, 13-64-9. 
Failure of board to meet and discharge 

dutics, §3-6-4-10. 
Minutes, §3-6-4-11. 

Membership, §3.6-4_2. 
Nomination of appointed members by 

state political party chairman, 
§3-6-4-4. 

Oaths. 
Administration. §3-6-4·28. 

Pflrsonnel. 
Authority to employ, §3-6-4-18. 
Employment on alternating political 

affiliation method, §§3-6-4-20, 
3-6-4-23. 

Equal division of political affiliation, 
§3-6-4-19. 

Promotion by alternating political party 
method, 13·6-4-23. 

Political contribudons and expenses, 
§§3-9-4-1 to 3-9-4-15. 

See POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
EXPENSES. 

Precincts. 
Establishment. 

Order. 
Approval by state board. 

See PRECINCTS. 
Pro"". 

Alternate proxy, §3-6-4-6. 
Appointment of proxy, §3-6-4-6. 

Registration. 
Board of registration. 

Instructional meeting for board 
mcmbel"ll, §3-6-4·1S. 

Compensation of m~mbers at 
meetings, §3-6-4-16. 

Statewide voter registration file. 
See REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. 

State policfl. 
Assisting board, §3-6-4-3l. 

Subpoenas. 
Power or subpoena, §3-6-4-26. 

Terms of office, U3-64-3, 3-6-5-4. 
Vacancies in office. 

I<'illing of vacancy due to death or 
disability of appointed memoor, 
§3-6-4·5. 



345 

STATE ELECTION BOARD-Conl'd 
Violation of eleedoD law. 

Referral of mntter to attorney general or 
pr'Oll«'Uting attorney, 13-6-4-29. 

Violation of tlUe. 
Reporu, 13·14-6·3. 

Vote •• 
Written rec::orda ofvote9, 13-64-11. 

Voting machine .. 
Approval required, f3·11·5-1. 

Wltnessel. 
Mileage and fees of subpoenaed witne8llell, 

13·64·27. 
Oath., 13-6-4·28. 
Subpoenaa, 13-6-4-26. 

STATE ELECTION LAW. 
Violation of election law. 

Investigations. 13-6-4·29. 

STATE OFFICE. 
Defined, 13·5·2-48. 
Vacanciel. 

See VACANCIES IN OFFICE. 

STATE POUCE. 
InfracUoDII. 

Detention of suspect. 1344-32-2. 
Ordlnancea. 

Detention of suspect, 134-4-32·2. 
PoUUcai activitiel by state police 

deplU1ment employees. 13·14.1-6. 
State board of election5. 

Assisting board, 13-6-4·31. 

STATE RECOUNT COMMISSION. 
See RECOUNTS. 

STATE TREASURER. 
Election years, 13·10·2·7. 

STATEWIDE VOTER REGISTRATION 
FILE, f§3·7·7.5-1 to 3·7·7.5-10. 

See REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. 

STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS. 
Infractions. 

Proceedings to enforce infractions, 
134-4-32·1. 

Ordinancel. 
Proceedinp to enforce, 134 .... -32-1. 

SUBPOENAS. 
County election boards. 

Judicial enforcement. 13-&-5-29. 
Power of 8ubpoena, §3-6-5-27. 

Stat.c election board. 
Power of 8ubpoena. 13-64-26. 

SUMMONS AND PROCESS. 
InfractioDII,134-4-32·1. 

Ttaffic violations. 
Moving tl1lffic violations, 134-4-32·1.5. 

Ordinance .. 
Proceedinp to enforce. 134 .... -32·1. 

Moving traffic violatioruJ, f34 .... -32-1.5. 

SUPERIOR COURTS. 
Judgel. 

Election yeanl, §3·1O-2·1I. 
QualificationB,13.8·1.17. 

SUPPLEMENTAL VOTER 
REGISTRATION DAY. 

See REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. 

SUPPLIES. 
Lack o( IJUppHes at poD opening. 

13·11-3-28. 
Officials to pick up, 13·11-3-10. 
PoD list sbeet.. (0n:n8. papera. etc. 

Pre~ration and delivery, 13-11-3·16. 
Type, 13·11..3·11. 

SUPREME COURT. 
ChiC( jUltlce. 

Impeachment of governor or lieutenant 
governor. 15·8-1·16. 

Clerk o( court. 
CandidateB. 

Qualifications, 13·8-1·11.5. 
Election yeanl. 13·10-2·7. 

Impeacbment. 
Chief justice. 

Impeachment of governor or lieutenant 
governor. 

Judges. 

Chief justice to preside over trial. 
15-8·1·16. 

Election yean!, 13·10-2-8. 

INDEX 

SUPREME COURT-Cont'd 
Judge&--Cont'd 

Qualifications, 13-8-1·11. 

T 

TABULATING MACHINES. 
BaUot card voting systems. 

See BAUAIT CARD VOTING SYSTEMS. 

TALLY SHEETS. 
Destruction, misplacement or 1088, 

f3·14·2·28. 
Erasures or alterations, 13·14·2·26. 

TAXATION. 
BaDot card voting SYBtem .. 

Cumulative fund for purchB!e. 
Levy to establillh fund. 

See BALLOT CARD VOTING 
SYSTEMS. 

TAX COURT. 
Judge. 

Qualifications, 13.8_1.12. 

THREATS. 
Enclosing in paycheck .. 13·14·3·21. 
Innuencing voter's vote. f3·14-3·18. 

TIE VOTE. 
Contest of election. 13·12·9·6. 
Fiscal body. 

Notice to be sent to, 13.12·9-4. 
Resolving tie vote, 63·12·9-4. 

Governor. 13·12·9-2. 
Incumbents. 

Retention of office untilsucceB&Or elected, 
13·12·9·5. 

Ueutenant governor. 63-12·9·2. 
Local officea. 

Notice to local fiscal body, 63·12·9·3. 
Public qucstiona. 13·12·9·7. 
Recount petitiona. 

Not prohibited, f3·12·9·6. 
Special election. 

Ties requiring special election except in 
primaries, 13·12·9·1. 

TIME OF ELECTIONS, Const. Ind .. Art. 2, 
§l4. 

Final bour for riling when none 
specified.. f3·5 .... ·1. 

TOWN CONVENTIONS. 
See CONVENTIONS. 

TOWNS, 
Defined. §3·5-2-49. 
Vacancies. 

Town offices. 
See VACANCIES IN OFFICE. 

TOWNSHIPS. 
A88e8l101'8. 

Election years, 13·10·2-14. 
Deb ... 

Incorporation of towns. 
Apportionment of debt, f36·5·1·11. 

Incorporation of townl, 
Apportionment of debt. 636-5·1·11. 

V ocancies. 
TOWJ1lIhip offices. 

See VACANCIES IN OFFICE. 

u 

UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES. 
Precincts on univel'8ity compuse .. 

§3-11·1.5·3.5. 
Registration of voters, 

Location, §3·7·3·21. 

v 

VACANCIES IN OFFICE. 
Caucuses. 

Applicability of chapter, 13·13·11.1. 
Call of caucus, f3·13·11..3. 

Contents, 13·13-11"". 
Certification of selection, 13·13·11·11. 
Chainnan, f3·13·11-6. 
Declaration of candidacy. 13·13·11·7. 
Eligible participant, f3·13·11·5. 

VACANCIES IN OFFICE-Cont'd 
Caucuae-Cont'd 

Ineligible candidates for pro tempore 
appoinbnents.63.13.11.19. 

Legislative office. See within this heading. 
"Legislative office." 

Proxy voting, f3·13·11·9. 
Rights and duties of persons filling 

vucancies, f3·13·11-18. 
Rules of proredure, f3·13·1I·8. 
Temporary assumption of office during 

vacancy. 
Appoink.oe of county board of 

commiB8ionel'll. i3·13·11·13. 
Chief deputy employee, 13·13·11·12. 
Clerk·treasurer.13·13·ll·16. 
Mayors in first and second class cities, 

13·13·11.14. 
Mayonl in third class city, 13·13·11·15. 
Town trustees. 13-13·11·17. 

Tie votell. 13·13·11-8. 
Time, 13·13·11-3. 
Voting to fill vacancy, §3.13.11~10. 

City offices. 
City clerks in second class cities. 

13·13-8·6. 
City clerk·lreaaufenl of third clasa cities, 

13·13-8·9. 
City-county council in Indianapolis, 

13·13-8-4. 
City court judge, 13·13-8-2. 

Offices other than city court judge. 
Filling by caucus, 13·13-8·1. 

Common councilll of second class cities. 
13·13·8·7. 

Common councils of third class cities, 
f3·13·8.10. 

Incumbent', right to hold over, 
§3·13-8·11, 

Mayor of Indianapolis, 13·13-8-3. 
Mayoi'll ofsoeond class cities, 13·13-8-5. 
Mayonl of third class cities, 13·13-8-8. 
Office other than city court judge. 

Filling by caUCWl. 63·13-8-1. 
Pel'llOruJ filling vacancy. 

Bond, 13·13·8-12. 
Oath, 13·13·8-12. 
Rights and duties, 13·13·8-12. 
Tenn. 13·13·8-13. 

Vacancy by incumbent during election 
contest, f3·13·8·11. 

County office .. 
Contest of election. 

Incumbent's right to hold over, 
13·13·7 ..... 

Filling. 
Caucus. 13·13·7.1. 
County board of commissioners. 

13·13·7·2. 
County council vucancy by other 

membenl,13·13·7-3. 
Persona filling vucancy. 

Bond. f3·13·7·5. 
Oath,I3·13·7·5. 
Rights and duties. 13·13·7-5. 
Tenn, f3·13-7·6. 

Vucancy by incumbent during election 
contest. f3-13-7-4. 

Early vacancies on ballot. 
Applicability of chapter, 13·13·1-1. 
Certification of candidates. 

Chainnan, 13·13-1-15. 
Secretary of atate, 13-13-1·16. 

Questions concerning validity of 
certificate, 13·13-1·16.5. 

Filling of vacancies. 
Locul officCII, 13·13·1-6. 
State legislative offices, §3·13·1·5. 
State offices, f3·13·1·3. 
Time, 13·13·1·7. 
United States representative. §3·13·1 ..... 
United Statea senator, 13·13·1-3. 

Meetingtl to fill vacancies. 
Appointment for vacancy. 13-13·1·10.5. 
Calling, ,,3·13·1-8, 3·13·1-9. 
Chuirman, 13·13·1-8. 
Eligibility of committeemen and vice 

committeemen to partici~te, 
13·13·1·10. 

Tie vote, "3.13-1·12, 3·13·1·17. 
Voting, 13·13·1·11. 



VACANCIES IN OFFICE-Cont'd 
Early vacancies on ballot-Cont'd 

Primary electiolUl. 
Vacancy on or after August 1 before 

election, 13-13-1-2. 
Selection of defeated primary candidate to 

fill vscancy, 13·13-1-19. 
Special selection process for town offices, 

13-13-1-13. 
Town offices. 

Special selection proce8l!, 13·13-1-13. 
Vacancies in certain offices, §3-13-1-IS. 

Written consent to nomination, 
13·13·1-14. 

Election officials. 
General provisions. 

See ELECTION OFFICIALS. 
Federal offieea. 

Representative, 13-13-3-2. 
Senator, 13·13-3_1. 

Late vacancies on ballot. 
Applicability of chapter, 13-13·2·1. 
Certification of candidate, 13·13-2-8. 

Secretary of state, 13-13-2-9. 
Filling of vacancies. 

Local offices, 13-13-2·5. 
State legislative offices, §3-13-2-4. 
State offices, 13-13-2-2. 
Tie vote. 13·13·2-6. 
United States representative, 

§3-13-2-3. 
United States senators, §3-13-2-2. 

Selection of defeated primary candidates 
to fill vacancies, §3-13-2·1O. 

Written consent to nomination, §3-13-2-7. 
Legi8Jadve offices. 

Applicability of chapter. 
Vacancies declared by general 

assembly, 13-13-5-9. 
Candidates ineligible to fill vacancies, 

13-13-5·10. 
Caucus. 

Candidate filing requirements, 
13-13-5-3. 

Date, 13·13·5-2. 
Filling by caucus, 13-13-5-1. 
Notice,13-13-S-2. 
Persons entitled to vote, §3-13-S-4. 
Place. §3-13-5-2. 
Presiding officer, §3-13-S-3. 
Procedures and rules, 13-13-5-3. 
Proxy votes, 13-13-5-5. 
Secret ballot vote, 13-13-5-5. 
Time, §3-13·5·2. 

Certification of person selecl.ed. 
Secretary of state, 13·13-5-7. 
State chairman, 13-13-5-6. 

Eligibility requirements of successor, 
§3·13·5-9. 

Rights and term of pell:lOn selected, 
13-13-5·S. 

Local, judicial and circuit offices. 
Circuit court clerk, §3-13-6-3. 
Judges, 13-13-6-1. 
Prosecuting attorney, §3-13-6-2. 

State offices. 
Court of appeals judge, 13-13-4-2. 
Governor, 13-13-4·1. 
Lieutenant governor, §3-13-4-1. 
Other state offices. 13-13-4-3. 
Supreme court justice, 13-13-4-2. 
Tax court judge, §3·13-4-2. 

Town offices. 
Clerk-t.rea!:urer. 

Filling by council. 13-13-9-3. 
Temporary assumption of duties during 

vacancy, 13·13·11·16. 
Council. 

Selection by other members, 13-13-9-4. 
Failure to elect a candidate. 

Incumbent council member holds office. 
§3-13_9_5.5. 

Filling by board of trustees. 
Filling by caucus, 13-13-9-1. 

Incumbent's right to hold over, §3-13·9·5. 
Failure to elect sufficient number of 

sUCC(!uol"ll,13-13-9-5.6. 
Holding office upon failure to elect 

successor, 13·13-9-5.5. 
Persons filling vacancy. 

Bond,13·13·9-6. 
Oath,13·13-9-6. 

INDEX 

VACANCIES IN OFFICE-Cont'd 
Town offices---Cont'd 

Persons filling vacancy-Cont'd 
Rights and dutie9, §3-13-9-6. 
Tenn, 13-13-9-7. 

Town judge9, §3·13-9-2. 
Vacancy by incumbent during election 

contest, 13-13-9-5. 
TOWDship offices. 

A88I!!!8OfIj. 

Filling by county assessor. §3-13-10-3. 
Caucus. 

Filling by csucus, §3-13-1O-1. 
Incumbent's right to hold over, 

§3·13-10-6. 
Failure to elect sufficient members, 

13-13-10-8.5. 
Pell:lOns filling vacancy. 

Bond,13·13-1O-7. 
Oath. §3-13-10·7. 
rughts and duties, §3-13-1O-7. 
Tenn. 13-13-10-8. 

Small claims court judges or constables. 
Filling by toWIlllhip board. §3-13·10-5. 

Township boani!l. 
Filling by county board of 

commissionen, §3-13-1O-4. 
Trustees. 

Filling by county board of 
commi8l!ioners, §3-13-1O-2. 

Vacancy by incumbent during election 
contest. §3·13-1O-6. 

VETERANS. 
Residency of veterans' borne resident/il, 

§3-7·1·12. 

VIOLATIONS OF TITLE. 
Civil action by attorney general or 

prosecuting attorney, §3-6-4-30. 
County election boards. 

Civil actions by attorney general or 
prosecuting attorney, §3-B-5-32. 

Investigations, §3-6-5-31. 
Referral of matters to attorney general or 

prosecuting attorney, §3-6-5-31. 
Indictments and informations, §3-14·5-5. 
Investigations. 

State election board, §3·6-4-29. 
Prosecutions by circuit PrG5ecuting 

attorney,13-14-S-4. 
State election board. 

Referral of matter to attorney general or 
prosecuting attorney, §3-6-4-29. 

Watchers. 
Political parties. 

Reports, 13·6-8-6. 
Witnes8e8. 

Immunity for testifying as to giving or 
receiving of money to influence 
voting, §3-14-5-7. 

Witness' privilege against self­
incrimination, §3-14-5-6. 

VOTER REGISTRATION DAY. 
See REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. 

VOTERS. 
An.,C 

Exemption from arrest while going to. 
attending or returning from polls, 
13-5-4-4. 

Defined, 13-5-2-50. 
Qualiftcations of voters, Const. Ind., Art. 

2, §2. 
Residenee. 

See RESIDENCE. 

VOTERS WITH DlSABIUTIES. 
See DISABILITIES. 

VOTING. 
Procedures generally. 

Applicability of chapter, §3-11-S·1. 
Ballot card voting systems, §3-11-12-29. 
Electronic voting systems. §§3-11-14·22, 

3·11·14-23. 
Presidential and vice-presidential 

elections. 
See PRESIDENTIAL AND VICE­

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. 
SuppUes. 

Removal or destruction, §3·14-3-10. 
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VOTING BOOTHS. 
Ballot card voting systems, §3-11-13.S. 

In plain view, §3-11-13-31.5. 
Privacy of voter. §3-11-13-31.5. 

Booths in plain view, §3-11-1I-9. 
Electronic voting systems. 

Booths generally. 
See ELECTRONIC VOTING 

SYSTEMS. 
One voter per booth, §3-11-11-8. 
Removal or destruction of, §3-14-3-1O. 
Time limit for voting. 

Enforcement, §3-11-11-IO.5. 

VOTING MACHINES. 
BaUot8. 

Labels. 
.Generally, §3-11-12-2. 

Sample ballots. 
Comparison with ballot labels, 

13·11-12-11. 
Counting of votes. 

Announcement of vote totals, §3-12·2.5-2. 
Applicability of chapter, §3-12-2.S-1. 
Canvassing to being immediately, 

13-12-2.5·S. 
Certificates, §3·12-2.S-4. 

Delivery. §3-12-2.5·S. 
News media, 13-12-2.5-7. 

Commencement of count. 
More than one precinct in Il8me room, 

13-12-2.5-1.S. 
More than one precinct in same room. 

Commencement of count, §3-12-2.5·1.5. 
Recording of vote totals, §3-12-2.S-3. 
Sealing of machines, 13-12-2.5-6. 

Defined, §3-5-2-50.B. 
Disclosure of vote prior to vote 

regilItering. 
Disqualification of voters, 13-11-12-29.5. 

Electronic voting systems., §13-11-7.5-1 to 
3·11·7.5-28. 

See ELECTRONIC VOTING SYSTEMS. 
Inspection. 

Inspecting without authorization, 
§3-14-2·29. 

Locking of machines foUowing vote 
count, §3-11-12-33. 

Primary elections. 
Voting machines, ballot card and 

electronic voting systems. 
U3-IO-1-23,3-10-1-27. 

Time limit for voting, §3-11-12-29.S. 
Use determined by county board, 

fa-l1-12-1.1. 

VOTING MARK. 
Defined, §3-5-2-51. 

VOTING METHOD. 
Defined, §3-S-2-S2. 

VOTING OR APPLYING TO VOTE IN 
ANOTHER'S NAME, 13-14-2-12. 

VOTING PLACES. 
Accessibility. 

Elderly voters and voters with 
disabilities, §3-U-8-6. 

Alcoholic beverages. 
Location where beverages kept or sold 

prohibited, §3-11-8-5. 
Availability of public buildings, 

§3-11-8-4. 
Changes., 13-11-8-3.2. 
County executive to provide, 13-11-8-3. 
Designation, f3-11-8-3.1. 
Division into areas, 13-11-8-7. 
Elderly. 

Acce8l!ibility.13-11-8-6. 
Location outside precinct, 13-11·8-3. 
Notice, §3·11-S-3.2. 
Polls. 

See POLLS. 
Special voting poUs., §3-11-8-6. 
Voters witb disabilities. 

Acce8l!ibility. §3-11-S-6. 
InacceBSibility, 13-11-8-3.1. 

VOTING SECOND TIME, §3·14·2-12. 

VOTING SYSTEMS. 
Ballot card voting systems. 

See BALLOT CARD VOTING 
SYSTEMS. 
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VOTING SYSTEMS-Cont'd 
Committee. 

Appointment, f3-114.5-3. 
Chairpenon.13-114.5-6. 
Vacancies, §3-114.5-4. 

Chairpenon. 
Appointment, 13-11-4.5·6. 
Calling of meeting, §3-11-4.5-7. 

Compensation, 13-11-4.5-5. 
Compoaition, 63_114.5_2. 
Conflicla of interest, f3·11-4.5·3. 
Duties, 13-11-4.5-10. 

Advising on Ilpproval of voting 
systems, fJ.U-4.S-1. 

Established,13·1I4.5-1. 
Meetings. 13·114.5·7. 

Emergency meeting, §3·11-4.S-8, 
Notice, 13-11-4.5-8. 
Rooms, f3-11-4.5-9. 

Powers, 13·114.5·10. 
Qualificationll of members, §3·114,5·2. 
StafTsupport, f3·114.5-9. 
Term" of office, 13-11-4.5·3. 
Travel expenscs, 13_11-4.5_5. 
Vacancies, 13-11-4.5-4. 

Contract.. 
Filing of copies with board, 13-11-7-18. 

Defined. 13-6-2-53. 
Electronic voting sylltem!!. 

See ELECTRONIC VOTING 
SYSTEMS. 

Purchase orden. 
Filing of copies with board, 13-11·7·18. 

w 
WATCHERS. 
Absentee baUotll, counting at a central 

locadon, U3·1l.5-3·1 to 3·11.5·3·4. 
Candidatel, 

Absentee bal1ol.ll, counting at a central 
location. 

Appointment of wat.chen by a 
candidate, §3·11.5-3-3. 

Attorney.in.fact. 
Candidate limited to one appointment, 

13-6-9-3. 
Filing ef names of watch en with 

circuit court clerk, §3·6-9-4. 
Certification of watchers, f3·6·9·5. 
Circuit court clerk or deputy to be present 

during tabulation of vote, 13·6·9·7. 
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INDEX 

WATCHERS-Cont'd 
Candidates--Cont'd 

Compensation, f3·6-9·9. 
Credentials. 

Entitlement to credentiale, f3·6-9..a. 
Rightll upon receipt of credential, 

§3·6·9·8. 
Entitled to request watchers, f3·6·9·I. 
Number allowable at precinct poll, 

13·6·9·12. 
Revocation of power, 13·6·9·10. 

Appointment of roplacement watchers, 
13·6-9·11. 

Written request for appointment, 13-6·9·1. 
Contents, 13·6-9·2. 
When request may be filed, 13·6-9-6. 

Interference with, §3·14-3-3. 
Media. 

Absentee ballots, CQunting at a central 
location. 

Appointment of watchers by media, 
§3·11.5·3-4. 

Appointment, §3·6·10·1. 
Attendance as witnesses only, f3·6·1O·5. 
Inapplicable to persons rogularly 

employed by the media, 13·6·10-4. 
List of appointed watchers. 

Preparation, 13-6-10-2. 
Signature, f3·6-10-2. 
Time and place to which IiBt to be 

filed, §3·6-10-3. 
Photography by watchers, §3·6-10-5. 
Subject to orders of precinct election 

board, t3·6-10-5. 
Watcher identification cards, §3·6·1O·5. 

Watchers in more than one CQunty, 
§3·6-I0-6. 

Political parties. 
Absentee ballots, counting at a central 

location. 
Appointment of watchers by political 

parties, 13·11.5·3·2. 
Appointment, f3·6·8·1. 

Candidates ineligible for, 13-6-8-2. 
Certificates of vote 8ummaries, f3·6·8-5. 
Identification card, §3·6·8-3. 

Signature by county party chairman, 
§3·6-8-3. 

Number. 
Only one watcher to be present at 

polls, 13·6·8·1. 

WATCHERS--Cont'd 
Political parties-Cont'd 

Report of election law violations, §3-6-8·6. 
RighI./! of watl;heTll, 13·6-8-4. 

WITNESSES. 
County election boards. 

Compelling testimony, §3·6·5·27. 
Failure or refusal to obey order. 

Contempt, §3-6·5·29. 
Mileage and fees of aubpoenaed witnesse9, 

13·6-5-30. 
Immunity. 

Testifying as to giving or receiving of 
money to influence voting, 
13·14·6-7. 

Privilege alalnst self·incrimination, 
13·14·5-6. 

State election board. 
Mileage and fees of subpoenaed witnell>es, 

13.6.4·27. 
Oaths, 13·6·4·28 
SUbpoenas, 13·6·4·26. 

WRITE·IN CANDIDATES, 
Ballot card votinlsysiems. 

See BALLOT CARD VOTING SYSTEMS. 
BaUot8, 

Counting of ballota. 
Absentee ballot. 

Write·in absentee ballots for federal 
office, 13·12·2·7.5. 

Certification to cireuit court clerk, 
13·3·7·30. 

Defined. §3.5.2.54. 
Presidential Dnd vlce·presidential 

elections. 
Ballota. 

Placement of namet!, §3·10-4·1. 
Certification of nominees. 

Candidates for presidential electors for 
write·in candidate, 13·10-4·5. 

Primary election •• 
Declaration of candidacy, §3-8·2·2.5. 

Filing, 13-8·2·4. 
Who to be filed with. 

Local officers, precinct 
committeemen and state 
convention delegates, §3·8·2·6. 
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